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The stand-off between the
Centre and Punjab farmers

continues as a delegation of
protesting farmers’ leaders
from Punjab invited for talks by
Union Agriculture Secretary
Sanjay Agarwal on Wednesday
here cried foul and walked out
of the meeting, demanding the
presence of Minister of
Agriculture & Farmers Welfare
Narendra Singh Tomar. The
agitated farmers claimed the
Government is least interested
in solving farmers’ problems
with no Minister present to
hear them out.

Amid farmers’ protests
across the State, Punjab has
become the first State to reject
the Centre’s farm laws. At the
Cabinet meeting on
Wednesday, Punjab Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh
rejected the farm laws enacted
by the Centre and convened a
special Assembly session on
October 19 to bring a legisla-
tion to counter the Centre’s
farm laws.

The Punjab Cabinet’s move
is expected to have over-
whelming support, with both
the ruling Congress and the
Opposition Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD). The CM had
announced his Government
will fight the “anti-federal and
vicious farm laws tooth and
nail through legislative, legal
and other routes”.

Meanwhile, Union
Minister Prakash Javadekar
said the Government is always
open for discussion with farm-

ers on the revolutionary farm
laws. When asked about boy-
cott by farmers’ body, Javadekar
said Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar have
already held one round of dis-
cussion with farmer organisa-
tions on this issue.

“If someone wants more
(discussion), we are always
open (to) meet everyone. But
Tomarji has an engagement
today, therefore he has gone.
When he will get free, he is
meeting all. There is no prob-
lem in this,” Information and
Broadcasting Minister
Javadekar told the media after

the Cabinet meeting. 
A delegation of 29 farmers

organisations, comprising
Balbir Singh Rajewal, Darshan
Pal, Jagjit Singh Dalewal,
Jagmohan Singh, Kulwant
Singh, Surjit Singh and Satnam
Singh Sahni, who had come to
attend meeting are said to have
asked the Secretary what an
administrative officer can do
when the political leadership
was not interested in repealing
the recently-passed farm laws
and walked out of the meeting. 

After a one-and-a-half-
hour long meeting with
Agarwal, the farmers leaders
were seen shouting slogans

and tearing copies of new farm
laws outside Krishi Bhavan.

Farmers’ leaders Jogjit
Singh Dalewal and Jagmohan
Singh said at least Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar should have been pre-
sent at the meeting. The meet-
ing was convened at the Krishi
Bhavan amid police security to
avoid any protest. Farmers’
leaders said that their agitation
against the contentious farm
laws will continue.

“No proper discussion took
place. Neither Union
Agriculture Minister nor junior
Ministers were present to hear
our concerns. We asked why

the Minister is not meeting us,
why the Government is playing
double standards by calling us
here and Ministers holding
virtual meetings in Punjab.
There was no proper response,”
Darshan Pal, member of the
coordination committee of 29
farmers’ organisations, told
reporters after the meeting.

BKU leader Balbir Singh
Rajewal said the farmers’ rep-
resentatives will meet in
Chandigarh on Thursday to
discuss the next course of
action. “He (Agriculture
Secretary) kept saying he wants
to act as a bridge and help, etc.
We asked why we were called
when no Minister was present
to talk to us. The Secretary said
he will communicate our
demands further,” said a farmer
union leader.

“The meeting was an effort
to try and create a false impres-
sion that the Central
Government is engaging with
farmers, when in fact it is
going all out to roll out and
enforce the anti-farmer laws,”
the All-India Kisan Sangharsh
Coordination Committee
(AIKSCC) said in a statement.

“First, the Government
should be ready to review and
if necessary, repeal the three
laws. Second, the Government
should be ready to consider leg-
islating the minimum support
price as a legal right and deal
with input cost, food security
and other issues,” the AIKSCC
statement said. Farmers also
presented a memorandum of
demands to the Government.

Continued on Page 2
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As the poll campaign for the
first phase of election in

Bihar on October 28 heats up,
BJP’s national president JP
Nadda will again go the State
on Thursday for physical cam-
paign rallies and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the
main face of the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA), is
expected to swoop down on the
State for first series of elec-
tioneering from October 22,
which, among others, include
the Assembly seats of Buxar,
Jehannabad and Bhagalpur.

BJP senior leaders, includ-
ing party general secretary and
State-in-charge Bhupendra
Yadav and  former Maharashtra
Chief Minister and the cam-
paign-in-charge Devendra
Fadnavis, are drawing up plan
for the Prime Minister’s rallies
as he  is seen as the prime
mover and shaker of voters in
the State with Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar facing the  anti-
incumbency factor.

Modi’s rallies are expected
to be held in Buxar, Jehanabad,
Rohtas and Bhagalpur for the
NDA candidates, beginning
October 22. The Covid-19
conditions have put extra-pres-
sure on the planners and the
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO)
is carefully examining the
details before giving a go ahead
for the physical rallies.

With the pandemic still on
surge, rallies ahead of the
Assembly elections would be
conducted with standard oper-
ating procedure and guide-
lines for safety. On Monday a

Bihar Minister for backward
and extremely backward class
welfare Vinod Kumar Singh,
55, passed away due to post-
Covid-19 complications.

The Prime Minster will
also address poll rallies digitally,
though number of physical
and virtual public meeting is
yet to be fixed, said sources,
adding total addresses could be
more than ten, according to
party sources.

Bihar is one of the first of
States in the country to go to
polls under Covid-19 condi-
tions. Physical rallies are
increasingly turning “normal”
with political leaders pulling
out all full stops to attract vot-
ers who, this time, are not
swayed by one particular issue
or political personality.

BJP president is on a two-
day tour of Bihar for election-
eering from October 15 and to
address rallies at Vikramganj,
Karakat (Rohtas), Goh
(Aurangabad) and on October
16 campaign in Barahat
(Banaka), Hisua (Nawada)
Assembly segments.

BJP launched its “Bihar
Me Ee Ba” to showcase the
infrastructure development in
Bihar under the NDA regime.
The BJP’s video song also men-
tions the opening of IITs,
AIIMS, new bridges as well as
improvement in the health and
education sector. It talks about
transforming Bihar cities into
metros like Mumbai and Delhi.

Countering the BJP devel-
opment plank, the rival alliance
leader RJD’s Tejashwi Yadav is
attacking the NDA
Government for miserably fail-
ing as a job provider and devel-
oping the State. “What did
their double-engine govt do in
15 years? It’s their attempt to
divert from agenda but we
want to contest election on
agenda,” says Lalu Prasad’s son
and his political heir apparent.

Continued on Page 2
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To ensure that it is not
caught napping in the win-

ters and festivities in the com-
ing weeks when Covid-19 cases
are likely to spike, the Union
Health Ministry has initiated
the process of importing liquid
oxygen to meet any unforeseen
shortage due to rise in demand
for oxygen. 

On behalf of the
Government, public sector
undertaking HLL Lifecare
Limited floated a global tender
on Wednesday for procuring
one lakh metric tonne of liquid
oxygen, as per its website.

The oxygen is being pro-
cured for various Central and
State Government hospitals.
The entire exercise of import-
ing and then distributing the
medical oxygen is estimated to
cost �600-700 crore, according
to officials in the Ministry.

Even though, Covid cases
are on decline as has been
shown by the data available
from the Government, experts
as well as the Government fear
that the upcoming festive sea-
son and following winter

months may see a spike in
coronavirus infections.

On Tuesday, Dr VK Paul,
Niti Aayog member (Health),
said in the coming winter
months, when respiratory
viruses are more dangerous, we
would have to make efforts to
bring a decline in the number
of cases.

“Winter season is seen as a
breeding ground for viruses
and infections. We must
remember that the world is also
witnessing a second peak. We
are also detecting more severe

forms of coronavirus cases as
the season progresses,” said
the Niti Aayog member.

“This is the time for it
because, during winters, respi-
ratory infections go up and,
whatever else we may say for
Covid, it is, after all, a disease
that affects the respiratory tract
and it is well known that res-
piratory infections happen
more during the winter season,”
Dr Paul said indicating rise in
numbers.

A report prepared by the
National Centre for Disease

Control (NCDC) too has
warned that Delhi might wit-
ness an increase of 15,000 daily
coronavirus cases during the
winter season with festive gath-
erings, seasonal illnesses and
influx of patients from outside
adding the city’s tally.

As on Tuesday, around
3.97 per cent of the Covid-19
patients were on oxygen sup-
port, 2.46 per cent were in ICU
beds which are again with oxy-
gen support and 0.40 per cent
on ventilator support.

Continued on Page 2
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Pakistan along with China,
Russia and Cuba won seats

on the UN Human Rights
Council despite strong oppo-
sition from activist groups over
their abysmal human rights
records.

Hillel Neuer, an interna-
tional lawyer on human rights
and executive director of
United Nations Watch based in
Geneva, condemned the elec-
tion of the countries.

Apart from dozens of jour-
nalists and activists who
expressed outrage, social media
influencers like Surendra
Poonia questioned the

UNHRC too. “How come your
organization is not able to see
atrocities on minorities in
Pakistan and torture camps in
China where Uyghur Muslims
are tortured? It is like a brutal
killer getting awarded for non-
violence,” he tweeted.

Last week, a coalition of
human rights groups from
Europe, the US and Canada
called on UN member States to
oppose the election of China,
Pakistan, Russia, Saudi Arabia,
Cuba and Uzbekistan, saying
their human rights records
make them unqualified.

US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo slammed the UN
body for electing the nations. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) on

Wednesday issued directions
banning the use of all types of
generators, except those need-
ed for essential or emergency
services, in Delhi from
Thursday under the Graded
Response Action Plan (GRAP).

The official order reads,
“DPCC hereby bans the oper-
ation of generator sets of all
capacities, run on diesel, petrol
or kerosene in Delhi from
October 15 till further orders,
excluding those used for essen-
tial or emergency services.”

As per the order essential
services include healthcare
facilities, elevators, railway ser-
vices, Delhi Metro, airports
and inter-State bus terminals

and the data centre run by the
National Informatics Centre.  

Meanwhile, Delhi Minister
Satyendar Jain on Wednesday
said he has written to the
Union Power Minister seeking
closure of 11 thermal power
stations around the national
Capital, which contribute
majorly to pollution in Delhi
and its neighbouring areas.

The measures under
GRAP, which was first imple-
mented in Delhi-NCR in 2017,
include increasing bus and
metro services, hiking parking
fees and stopping use of diesel
generator sets when the air
quality turns poor.

Continued on Page 2

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Wednesday said the
Centre should implement “as
soon as possible” interest waiv-
er on loans of up to �2 crore
under the RBI moratorium
scheme in view of the Covid-
19 pandemic, saying the com-
mon man’s Diwali is in the
Government’s hands. 

The apex court sought
know from the Centre as to
whether the benefit of loan
interest waiver for borrowers of
up to �2 crore during the
moratorium period has “per-
colated” to the common man.

The court, which observed
that it is concerned about how
benefit of interest waiver would
be given to borrowers, said the
Centre has taken a “welcome
decision” by taking note of
plight of common man but
authorities have not issued any
order in this regard.

“Something concrete has to
be done,” a bench headed by
Justice Ashok Bhushan said,
adding, “Benefits of waivers
must be implemented as soon
as possible”. The SC posted the
matter for hearing on
November 2.

Continued on Page 2
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Theatres and multiplexes will
open this week, the earliest

on October 15, in several
places, including Delhi and
parts of Madhya Pradesh and
Gujarat, with stringent dos
and don’ts in keeping with the
new Covid-19 normal. Sushant
Singh Rajput’s last theatrical
release “Chhichhore” is among
the films that will get a big
screen re-release on Thursday.

However, theatres and
multiplexes will remain closed
in Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu,
Kerala and Chhattisgarh. 

The SOPs mandated by
the Union Government include
one seat distance in halls, 50
per cent capacity, masks at all
time, proper ventilation and air
conditioner temperature set-

tings at above 23 degrees
Celsius.

PVR Cinemas, India’s
largest film exhibitor with 845
screens in 176 properties across
71 cities, on Wednesday said 10
States and four UTs have given
their go-ahead for the reopen-
ing of cinemas. Accordingly,
PVR will start operations in
487 screens from Thursday
and hope that other States will
soon give their green signal too. 

The multiplex chain said it
hopes to build customer con-
fidence with an ‘Evangelism’
phase which will give people a
chance to experience its
enhanced safety features first-
hand. This phase will involve
goodwill screenings for the
company’s employees, health
workers and the police force
and their children.

Continued on Page 2
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Ahead of the Bihar
Assembly elections, for-

mer Union Minister and
Loktantrik Janata Dal chief
Sharad Yadav’s daughter
Subhashini Yadav joined the
Congress on Wednesday in
the presence of local leaders.
Lok Janshakti Party (LJP)
leader and former MP Kali
Pandey too joined the
Congress. Both are likely to
contest the upcoming
Assembly elections in Bihar
and are seeking tickets from
the Congress party.

Subhashini Yadav, a social
worker, said she is taking the
responsibility of carrying on
the fight of the
Mahagathbandhan in Bihar,
as her father Sharad Yadav has
always supported it. “I thank
Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
for giving me this opportuni-
ty. Sharad Yadav is not active-
ly taking part in the Bihar
elections as he is not well. He
has always supported the
‘Mahagathbandhan’. It is my
responsibility to take this fight
forward and to take Bihar to
greater heights,” she said.

Kali Pandey said it was a
homecoming for him as he
had extended support to for-
mer Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi in 1984 when he was
a member of the Lok Sabha. 

Continued on Page 2
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NEW DELHI: The Delhi
Government is in the process
of formulating a policy for
regulation of private coaching
centres functioning in the
Capital and frame guidelines
with respect to basic facilities,
fee and safety measures,
according to officials.

Noting that private coach-
ing centres are running a par-
allel education system and are
still out of the ambit of any reg-
ulation and running without
any statutory compliances lead-
ing to serious hazards to stu-
dents, the government has

asked institutes with enrol-
ment of more than 20 students
to register themselves with the
Directorate of Education
(DoE).

The government also pro-
poses to collect the data of such
institutes and details of their
infrastructure, land area, basic
facilities, fee structure, safety
standards etc.

"Private coaching insti-
tutes and centres, imparting
pre-admission coaching to
students for admission into
medical and engineering or
any other professional cours-

es or pre-examination coach-
ing for securing government
or private job through written
or oral examination conduct-
ed by any agency of the gov-
ernment or a private estab-
lishment, or coaching and
tuition of any subject taught at
secondary or senior secondary
school examination level, are
growing rapidly in Delhi," said
Yogesh Pal Singh, Delhi's
Assistant Director of
Education.

"The students from all over
India come in the city for
preparation of such examina-

tion and seek admission in pri-
vate coaching centres.

These institutions are run-
ning a parallel education sys-
tem and are still out of the
ambit of any regulation and
running without any statutory
compliances leading to serious
hazards to students," he added.

Singh pointed out that a
tragic fire incident at a coach-
ing centre in Gujarat's Surat,
which claimed lives of 22 stu-
dents, has drawn the attention
of the government to formulate
guidelines for such private
coaching institutions and cen-

tres with respect to basic facil-
ities, fee and safety measures
etc.

"It has also come to the
notice of the government about
some events of cheating and
fraud on the part of some pri-
vate coaching centres which
remain unattended due to lack
of regulation in this field.

The government is very
much concerned to safeguard
the interest of such students
already enrolled or desirous to
enroll into such coaching insti-
tutes in Delhi.

PTI

���������������
��������	�

Senior Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader and National

Spokesperson Raghav Chadha
on Wednesday said the inac-
tion of the BJP-led Government
in neighbouring Haryana is a
prime cause for Delhi's increas-
ing pollution and the resulting
poor Air Quality Index (AQI). 

Chadha also spoke about
how despite EPCA enforcing
the Graded Response Action
Plan, Haryana has refused to
ban diesel gensets, furthering
air pollution.

On 8 October 2020, EPCA
Chief Bhure Lal wrote to the
Chief Secretary of Haryana
government regarding the
urgent implementation of
GRAP, he said, adding that as
per the letter the use of diesel
generator sets will be banned in
Delhi and in vicinity such as
Ghaziabad, Noida and Greater
Noida in UP and Faridabad
and Gurgaon in Haryana. 

"In 2019, the states of UP
and Haryana had informed
EPCA that they will put in the

required measures by winter
2020 so that electricity from the
grid can be supplied without
disruptions in these areas,
which would then obviate the
need for diesel generators, he
said.

Chadha said, "As GRAP
will come into force from 15
October, the use of diesel
gensets will be banned in the
regions of Delhi-NCR. While
Delhi government has dutiful-
ly followed the rules set forth
by EPCA, our neighbours in
Haryana don't seem to want to
take any action. 

Their government has
written 'distress letters' to
EPCA repeatedly, saying that
they can't enforce the ban in
their state. They tell the
Supreme Court-constituted
body called EPCA that
Gurugram and Faridabad sev-
eral thousand homes that don't
get electricity, that these homes
are wholly dependent on diesel
gensets, which is why a ban
won't be conducive."

The national spokesper-
son also spoke about how
because the Haryana govern-

ment had failed to provide
electricity to its residents, the
latter have been compelled to
resort to an unnatural and
extremely polluting form of
electricity. "In my understand-
ing, this is a failure on part of
the Haryana government, who
could not give its residents in
the hugely populous cities of
Gurugram and Faridabad sup-
ply of electricity, and compel
the use of gensets," he said.

Delhi's AQI is becoming
poorer by the day. In June 2020,
the Haryana State Pollution
Control Board had sought an
extension of three months to
comply with National Green
Tribunal's order regarding
retrofitting of diesel gensets, he
said.

"Following non-compli-
ance with that order, and in a
meeting held with Central
Pollution Control Board in
September, another three-
month extension was sought.
Now we need to realise how
potentially dangerous this is;
we're already battling the
COVID-19 pandemic," he
added.
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Despite a steady increase in
corona virus cases over

the last month, the district
administration of Gurugram
claimed that the fatality rate till
Wednesday has come down
from 0.85% to 0.78% in the
district.

“Intensive testing and con-
tact tracing campaign is being
carried out by the health

department to identify corona
infected patients in the district
so that the infection does not
spread to more people. Timely
identification and treatment
of such patients helps mortal-
ity rate is now coming down in
the district,” Amit Khatri,
deputy commissioner,
Gurugram said.

The deputy commissioner
also informed that more than
900 camps have been set up at
different places for testing in the

district, in which free trials have
been done for the visitors. 

"People who have symp-
toms of corona infection can go
to these camps and get their test
done for free. Area wise sched-
ule has been prepared for test-
ing in the district. Apart from
this, individuals can also get
their test done by going to the
RT-PCR method in the civil
hospital in Gurugram," Khatri
said.

He said that due to the
cooperation of the health
department and the residents

of the district, awareness has
also been increased in people

about corona infection. 
"Necessary information

about prevention of corona
infection is also being shared by
the district administration with
the people," Khatri added.

Apart from this, the health
official said that, the
Department of AYUSH is also
regularly distributing immu-
nity kits to the people. So far,
more than 2 lakh 11 thousand
immunity kits have been dis-
tributed in the district. In areas

where more cases of corona
infection are reported, immu-
nity booster kits are distributed
door-to-door by the team of
AYUSH department.

Meanwhile,the district
health department detected
269 fresh infections in the dis-
trict on Wednesday. The
Covid-19 tally in Gurugram
rose to 24,320 according to a
daily health bulletin.

One more patient infected
with coronavirus died on

Wednesday in Gurugram. A
total of 188 persons in the dis-
trict have lost their lives to the
dreaded virus to date.

There are a total of 2,327
active Covid cases in
Gurugram. A total of 21,805
people have been cured and
discharged after recovery.

The health department
said out of 188 deaths 136 died
due to co-morbidities and the
remaining 52 without co-mor-
bidity.
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Mumbai: Maharashtra on
Wednesday witnessed  lower
trend, as 158 residents died,
while 10,552 people tested
positive for Covid-19 in dif-
ferent parts of the state.

With fresh deaths, the
total Covid-19 toll rose from
40,701 to 40,859, while the
infections jumped from
15,43,837 to 15,54,389m.

Of the total deaths report-
ed on Wednesday, Mumbai
accounted for 48 deaths 20 in
Thane, 15 in Satara, 12 deaths
each in Pune and Nagpur.

There were 9 deaths in
Nashik, followed by 7  deaths
in Raigad, 6 in Solapur, 5 in
Sangli, 3 each in Kolhapur,
Jalna, Latur and Bhandara, 2
each in Aurangabad,
Osmanabad and Chandrapur
and one death each in
Palghar, Jalgaon, Nandurbar,
Beed,  Yavatmal  and
Buldhana.

With 48 deaths, there
were Covid-19 deaths 48,  the
total deaths rise from 9,507 to
9,555 while the infected cases
rose by 2,211 to trigger a
jump  in the infections from
232,391 to 234,602 now.

With 38 fresh deaths, the
Covid-19 toll rose from 9,469
to 9,507 while the infected
cases went up by 1,325 to trig-
ger a jump in the total infec-
tions from 231,066 to 232,391.

Meanwhile, the mortality
rate in the state stood at 2.63
per cent. The “active cases”
dropped from 2,12,439 to
1,96,288.

PNS

!69������&
-�+��������$�

From Page 1
Farmers’ leaders who had

come in a bus, were mostly
senior citizens but had not
even worn face masks despite
the Covid-19 pandemic.

Farmers have blocked
roads and railway tracks since
September 24 in a protest
against legislations they fear
could pave the way for the
Government to stop buying
cereals at guaranteed prices
(minimum support prices or
MSP), leaving them vulnerable
to exploitation by private play-
ers. The farmers’ organisations
had decided on Tuesday to hold
talks with the Centre.

Meanwhile, the Central
Ministers are reaching out
farmers, scientists and agri
professionals in Congress-ruled
Punjab to clear misgivings
about new farm laws. 

Eight Union Ministers
including Hardeep Singh Puri
have been deputed to hold
virtual rallies over eight days
from October 13 onwards to
“address apprehensions” of
farmers in Punjab. 

Union Minister of State for
Agriculture Kailash 
Choudhary held a virtual meet-
ing on Wednesday with farm-
ers of Sangrur and Barnala 
districts.

From Page 1
In March, before the coun-

try went into a lockdown, the
country had a manufacturing
capacity of around 6,400 met-
ric tonne of oxygen per day, of
which around 1,000 metric
tonne was being used for med-
ical purposes daily while the
rest was utilised by industries,
said the officials.

“Industries have opened
up following unlock proce-
dures and as on September 30,
the country’s daily capacity of
oxygen production is around
7,000 metric tonne, of which
around 3,094 metric tonne is
being used for both COVID
and non-COVID patients and
is just enough to meet the
demands,” they added.

“So this one lakh metric
tonne of liquid oxygen which
is being planned to be procured
from foreign countries would
create a one month buffer in
case demand rises further dur-
ing the winter season,” the
source explained.

From Page 1
“I feel honoured to have

joined the Congress,” he said.
In 1980, Pandey won the Bihar
Vidhan Sabha election as an
independent candidate and
then won the 1984
Parliamentary elections from
Gopalganj in the State. “This is
my old home and I am happy
to be back to my old home,” he
said. Bihar Congress chief
Madan Mohan Jha and AICC
Secretary for Congress in Bihar
Devendra Yadav welcomed the
leaders into the party fold.

As the election campaign
begins in the poll bound Bihar,
the State Congress unit has
expressed their eagerness that
party leader Rahul Gandhi
address as many poll rallies
across the State. 

Party sources said that the
RJD too has reached out to
Rahul proposing that he
address a couple of joint rallies
with the Grand Alliance face
Tejashwi Yadav. 

From Page 1
The measures to be fol-

lowed in the “emergency” sit-
uation include stopping entry
of trucks in Delhi, ban on con-
struction activities and intro-
duction of the odd-even car
rationing scheme.  The EPCA,
however, had earlier told Delhi,
Haryana, Rajasthan and Uttar
Pradesh that they “should try
and avert the need to take other
emergency measures for pol-
lution control as the economy
is already under stress post-
lockdown. Therefore, our
combined effort is to ensure
that there is no further dis-
ruption”.

The GRAP is a set of anti-
pollution measures that come
into force in Delhi and its
vicinity towns according to
the severity of the situation.  It
was notified by the Ministry of
Environment and Forests in
2017 for implementation
through the Supreme Court-
mandated Environment
Pollution (Prevention and
Control) Authority.

When the situation turns
“severe”, the GRAP recom-
mends closure of brick kilns,
stone crushers and hot mix
plants, sprinkling of water, fre-

quent mechanised cleaning of
roads and maximising power
generation from natural gas.

Meanwhile, the national
Capital’s air quality was record-
ed in the “poor” category on
Wednesday morning, even as
pollution levels dipped slight-
ly. 

According to the Ministry
of Earth Sciences’ Air Quality
Early Warning System for
Delhi, the air quality is likely to
improve to the moderate cate-
gory by Thursday.

The city recorded an air
quality index (AQI) of 274 at
10:30 am. The 24-hour average
AQI was 300 on Tuesday. The
AQI had hit “very poor” levels
on Tuesday morning and stood
at 306 at 11 am, which was the
worst since February.
Thereafter, the pollution levels
dipped slightly due to an
improvement in the ventilation
index. Ventilation index is the
speed at which pollutants can
get dispersed.  A ventilation
index lower than 6,000
sqm/second, with average wind
speed less than 10 kmph, is
unfavourable for dispersion of
pollutants. An AQI between 0
and 50 is considered “good”, 51
and 100 “satisfactory”.

From Page 1
The elections in Bihar will be

held in three phases on October
28, Nov 3 and Nov 7 for the 243-
seat assembly. In the first phase
71 constituencies, second phase
94 constituencies and in the third
and last phase 78 Assembly con-
stituencies would go to poll. With
voting for the first phase only two
weeks away, the BJP is speeding
up with the selection of candi-
dates for the rest of the assem-
bly segments, releasing names of
35 candidates on Wednesday.

From Page 1
Pakistan, China, Russia

and Cuba to the agency tasked
with defending human rights.

“The election of China,
Russia, and Cuba to the UN
Human Rights Council vali-
dates the US decision to with-
draw from the Council in 2018
and use other venues to protect
and promote universal human
rights.? At #UNGA this year,
we did just that,” Pompeo
tweeted.

In a secret-ballot voting in
the 193-member UN General
Assembly on Tuesday, Pakistan
secured 169 votes, Uzbekistan
received 164, Nepal 150 and
China 139. Saudi Arabia lost
the race with just 90 votes.

“US commitment to
human rights is far more than
just words. We have identified
and punished human rights
abusers in Xinjiang, Myanmar,
Iran, and elsewhere, and call for
all nations to take this moment
to recommit to the #UDHR,”
Pompeo said in another tweet.

“The bad news: gov-
ernments just elected China to
the UN Human Rights Council
despite its severe repression in
Xinjiang, Tibet, and Hong 

Kong. The good news: the
number of governments voting
for it declined from 180 last
time to 139 now. The fear is
melting,” Human Rights Watch
executive director Kenneth
Roth tweeted after the vote.

Pakistan is current-
ly serving on the HRC since
January 1, 2018. With its re-
election, the country will con-
tinue as a member for anoth-

er three-year term commenc-
ing on January 1, 2021.

Under the Human
Rights Council’s rules, seats are
allocated to regions to ensure
geographical representation. 

Except for the Asia-Pacific
contest, the election of 15
members to the 47-member
Human Rights Council was all
but decided in advance because
all the other regional groups
had uncontested slates. To be
elected, a country needed to
obtain the required majority of
97 votes.

Since the HRC’s
establishment in 2006, this is
the fifth time that Pakistan has
been elected to the United
Nations’ human rights agency.

Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan said he
was pleased with his country’s
re-election to UN Human
Rights Council for another 3-
yr term. 

“We remain com-
mitted to upholding human
rights for all, prioritizing
advancement of tolerance and
constructive engagement. We
stand resolute against
Islamophobia and in support of
mutual respect,” Khan said.

Earlier, the Foreign
Office in Islamabad said
Pakistan “remains firmly com-
mitted to upholding, promot-
ing and safeguarding human
rights and fundamental free-
doms for all and will sustain its
efforts towards ensuring that
the HRC’s work is guided by
the principles of universality,
impartiality, dialogue and
cooperation.” PTI 

From Page 1
The movie screenings will

begin from Friday, October 16,
and tickets will go live on their
website as well as other ticketing
platforms from midnight.

Like the others in the busi-
ness, INOX Leisure Ltd said it
has introduced security checks
like mandatory masks and tem-
perature checks besides stag-
gered entries, intermissions and
exits.   The theatre chain will
completely rely on e-tickets
instead of paper tickets and an
all-in-one SMS with links for the
QR code, auditoriums seat chart
and access to F&B menu.

“We are also looking to
innovate with private screenings,
where families or smaller groups
of guests can book the entire
auditorium and enjoy the con-
tent of their choice,” its CEO
Alok Tandon said in a statement.

Cinemas have to deal with
the double whammy of Covid

fears and old content and have
their fingers crossed as they
prepare to rollout a different kind
of movie going experience.

As theatres managements
scrupulously sanitise their
premises in preparation for the
big day and hope for audiences
to warily trickle back in, the fare
is likely to be a mix of interna-
tional, Hindi and regional lan-
guage cinema but basically old
titles.  It will take a while before
new content returns. The release
of two major Bollywood movies
-- “83”, about India’s cricket
world cup victory, and
“Sooryavanshi” starring Akshay
Kumar -- has been pushed to
Christmas and next year, respec-
tively.  So, if PVR  will screen ear-
lier hits such as Keanu Reeves’
“John Wick 3”, Ajay Devgn’s
“Tanhaji”  and Tapsee Pannu
starrer “Thappad”, Bihar-based
exhibitor Vishek Chauhan, who
runs the Roopbani Cinema in
Purnea  will play Rajput-starrer
“Chhichhore”. 

From Page 1
The Centre recently told

the apex court that going any
further than the fiscal policy
decisions already taken, such as
waiver of compound interest
charged on loans of up to Rs 2
crore for six months moratori-
um period, may be “detrimen-
tal” to the overall economic
scenario, the national economy
and banks may not take
“inevitable financial con-
straints”.

The top court is hearing a
batch of petitions which have
raised issues concerning the
six-month loan moratorium
period announced due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The bench, also compris-
ing Justices R S Reddy and M
R Shah, said when authorities
have decided something then it
has to be implemented.

“The government has
taken a welcome decision tak-
ing note of the plight of com-
mon man. But you have not
issued any order to anybody. 

You have simply given us
the affidavit,” the bench told
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta.

“We are now concerned
about how waiver benefit will
be given,” the bench said,
adding, “We are only asking
whether the loan interest waiv-
er has percolated or not”.

During the hearing con-
ducted through video-confer-
encing, Mehta told the bench
that the Centre has taken an
“informed decision” and has
taken a “huge burden”.

“When Central
Government says on an affi-
davit that it will be imple-
mented then there should not
be any apprehensions,” Mehta
said. “There is diversity in

lending and different modali-
ties are required to be followed.”

He said banks would waive
interest on interest and then
will be compensated by the
government and calculation
will have different modalities.

“We are telling you that it
is a welcome decision but they
want some concrete things,” the
bench observed, adding, “we
welcome the decision of the
Centre, only thing it should be
translated practically”.

The bench said the Centre
may take steps to implement its
decisions referred to in the affi-
davits filed in the court.

Senior advocate Harish
Salve, appearing for banks
association, told the bench that
banks would implement what-
ever decision have been taken
by the government.

Senior lawyer Rajeev
Dutta, appearing for one of the
petitioners, said the banks are
capitalizing by taking interest
on interest on existing loans.

“We are small people with
small loans (less than Rs 2
crore). They should not com-
pound the interest in these
cases,” Dutta said.

To this, the bench said it
has already ordered that banks
cannot declare NPAs.

“We have already passed an
order prohibiting classifica-
tion of NPA’s and without a fis-
cal policy, proposals cannot be
altered,” it said, while asking the
Centre and banks association
as to when the benefits would
be implemented.

“For these modalities you
require one-month time,” the
bench asked. 

Salve said, “The complex-
ity is such, it requires time”.

The bench, however, said
that the decisions taken by the
authorities should be imple-
mented now.
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Environment Minister
Gopal Rai on Wednesday

said strict action is being

taken against those flouting
dust control norms, be it the
Delhi government's Public
Works Department (PWD)
or municipal corporations. 

The minister said the issue
of pollution is related to peo-
ple's health and all agencies
are equally responsible for its
prevention and control. "It
doesn't matter which agency
it is ... Be it PWD or MCDs,
all have to take measures to
prevent dust pollution. Strict
action is being taken against
those not following the gov-
ernment's directions," he told
reporters during the inspec-
tion of the Chandni Chowk
Redevelopment Project site.

As part of the anti-dust
pollution campaign of the
Delhi government, Rai on
Wednesday made a surprise
inspection of the ongoing
construction work at the
Chandni Chowk. "The envi-
ronment minister found that
all the guidelines issued by the
Delhi government were fol-
lowed at the construction
site," he said.

Rai said that four water

tankers were found on the
spot to prevent dust pollution.
Officials said people in the
vicinity dump debris on the
road at night. Thereafter, Rai
directed the PWD to clean the
debris in collaboration with
the MCD. He said that the
issue of pollution is not about
any agency, but it is about the
life of the people.

Rai said, "I have directed
the authorities to maintain
every precautionary measure
as it is a very populated area.
When I visited the spot then
I found that water sprinkling
was happening but we will
separately monitor the matter
too. We will also monitor
whether e-rickshaws are doing
dust-pollution in the area."

On the tree transplanta-
tion policy, he said, "The pol-
icy has a provision that the
agency which is carrying on
the transplantation should
maintain the trees and if they

cannot maintain at least 80 per
cent of the trees then the
payment of the agency will be
stopped."

The Minister also said, "If
anywhere, anyone is causing
pollution, whether it is PWD,
MCD, or private entity the
work should be stopped. All
agencies need to work togeth-
er to prevent pollution. So it
does not matter which agency
it is." The minister had on
Tuesday issued directions to
impose a fine of Rs 20 lakh on
North Delhi  Municipal
Corporation for violating dust
control guidelines at Bhalswa
landfill site. Rai had earlier
asked common people, private
and government agencies that
have undertaken construc-
tion works to take adequate
measures to prevent dust pol-
lution, "else strict action will
be taken against them". 

He had asked them to
follow five steps -- installing

windshields and barriers at the
periphery of construction and
demolition sites, covering
debris with tarpaulin, using
green net to prevent dust
from blowing out, water
sprinkling and covering trucks
carrying construction mater-
ial. 

The minister said all con-
struction and demolition sites,
irrespective of their sizes, will
have to compulsorily take the
five steps. He also said the
government has started
"micro monitoring" of all the
13 pollution hotspots in the
city and will soon deploy
environment marshals to
check violations of environ-
mental norms. 

The environment depart-
ment has set up 14 inspection
teams to check violations of
pollution norms. This AAP
government's anti-dust cam-
paign wil l  continue ti l l
Thursday.
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Delhi minister Satyendar
Jain on Wednesday said he

has written to the Union power
minister seeking closure of 11
thermal power stations around
the national capital, which con-
tribute majorly to pollution in
Delhi and its neighbouring
areas.

Addressing the media, Jain
said that the biggest contribu-
tors of Delhi pollution are the
thermal power plants around
Delhi.  "The Delhi is the only
state where all three thermal
power plants shut down. Delhi
Power Minister also noted in
his letter that the Delhi gov-
ernment has shown the path by
shutting down the thermal
power plants that can be done. 

Jain said that despite the
Supreme Court order, the
Central government intends
to renew these power stations
and allow them two more
years. He said that shutting
down the 11 power plants that
are still functioning will defi-
nitely create a difference in the

pollution situation of Delhi.
Jain said, "The biggest con-

tributors of Delhi pollution
are the thermal power plants
around Delhi. In 2015, orders
were passed to shut these ther-
mal power stations within two
years which was later revised to
2019 by the Central
Government. In a bid to bring
down the pollution of Delhi the
Delhi government shut down
the IP power plant in 2009, the
Rajghat power plant in 2015
and Badarpur power plant in
2018 due to increased envi-
ronmental concerns. Delhi is
the only state where there is no
thermal power station."

Jain said, "The Central gov-
ernment intends to renew these
power stations and allow them
two more years to function
despite informing the Supreme
Court in 2015 that by 2019 they
will lower the pollution level. 

Responding to the ques-
tions of the journalists he said,
"Dadri power station which
causes immense pollution in
the city despite crossing its
threshold of completing 25

years is being planned to be
renewed by the Central gov-
ernment. Stubble burning and
power plants are the biggest
contributors to the harmful
quality of air in Delhi. On the
issue of air quality, the minis-
ter said every step counts."

Jain said, "Delhi has alter-
native sources to generate
power and there is no lack of
it even during the peak hours,
so these thermal plants can be
closed as it will not lead to
reduction of power supply."

On the issue of non-pay-

ment of salaries to the staff at
Hindu Rao hospital, he reiter-
ated that North MCD should
hand over hospitals to Delhi
Government.  

Jain said, “MCD had earli-
er tried transferring the hospi-
tals to the center but they did
not take them. We give funds
to the MCD, but we are
unaware of the expenditure
since they do not get an audit
done. A formal written pro-
posal has been sent to the cen-
ter to transfer these hospitals to
the Delhi Government."
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Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Wednesday

interacted with representatives
of cinema halls and said the
people of Delhi, including the
associations, will have to work
together to revive the economy
of Delhi. The representative of
the cinema associations
thanked the Delhi Govern-
ment for opening up cinema
halls in Delhi.

Kejriwal said the cinema
associations must ensure fol-
lowing the safety protocols
and social distancing and san-
itization guidelines and SOPs of
the Central and the State
Government.

“The last seven months
have been very tough for us.
The whole country and the
whole world is suffering from

the Corona pandemic. Delhi
has fought a very tough and a
strong battle against Corona.
The most important thing is
getting Delhi's economy back
on track, which has dismantled

due to the Corona lockdown.
Now, we have to bring Delhi's
economy back on track
through our collective efforts.
We cannot stay in lockdown
forever, we have to open the

economy of Delhi. Since
Unlock 1, we have started
opening the economy of Delhi
as per the guidelines and orders
of the Central government. I
hope that the cinema halls will
follow the guidelines and SOPs
of the central as well as the state
government. It is extremely
necessary to follow the social
distancing and sanitization
protocols in the cinema halls."

The meeting was attended
by representatives from theatre
companies like PVR, M2K,
Movie Time, Cinemapolis,
Inox, Unity, Pacific, etc. They
assured the Chief Minister of

full adherence to all the direc-
tions as per the guidelines and
SOPs issued by the
Government of India.

They thanked the CM for
allowing the cinema halls to
open from October 15, as per
the guidelines of the Ministry
of Home Affairs ( MHA )and
the central government.

On October 7, the Delhi
Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA) permitted
all the cinema halls of the
Capital to open with up to 50
percent capacity from October
15, after Kejriwal's constant
persistence.
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Promoting clean and safest
method to produce

power/energy, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal said
to strengthen the solar power,
the solar energy has to be
transformed into a mass move-
ment.

Inaugurating 218 KWP
power plant at Lady Irwin col-
lege on Wednesday, Kejriwal
said his Government has done
formulated major policies for
solar energy usage in the city,
such as Mukhya Mantri Solar
Power Yojana, that includes
incentivising the installation of
solar power plants for residen-
tial and commercial properties
and Mukya Mantri Kisan Aay
Badhotri Solar Yojana that
includes increasing the income
of farmers by three to four
times.

“Green Energy is the future
of resources of energy, and
Delhi will soon become the
Solar Capital of India through
such initiatives and solar power
journey of Delhi has just begun,
and we do not have many
achievements in this space,”
Kejriwal said, adding,
“Considering that, when insti-
tutes like Lady Irwin College
take initiatives from the fore-
front, they turn into an exam-
ple and an inspiration for other
institutes and organizations. I
want to congratulate the Lady
Irwin College for taking an ini-
tiative. I want to thank Okridge
energy for successfully com-
pleting the project despite
adverse conditions and time
constraints.”

“ In the last few years, we
have formulated a policy
framework for solar energy.
Two policies were designed by
the Delhi government, the first
was expanding solar power
generation to the citizens of
Delhi. Solar power was not
affordable and is not under the
affordability bracket of the
general public. Under the pol-
icy, the people only had to give
their rooftops. A company
would install the solar power
panel on the rooftop, and the
DHydroelectrict will provide a
subsidy on the solar power

panel so that the initial spend-
ing is less. The power compa-
ny would then sell power to
you, as well as to other power
companies. The residents,
RWAs, or any entity which is
installing the solar power panel,
does not have to spend any cap-
ital cost, and in fact, they will
save money on power con-
sumption as well. They will be
able to save lakhs by just giv-
ing their rooftops and com-
pleting or signing on some doc-
umentations,” he added.

As solar energy can be
used in farming also, Kejriwal
highlighted its vision and
said,”Our second policy is for
the farmers, where if the farm-
ers permit installation of solar
power panels at some height
and the farmers will receive
rent from the solar power
plants. They can also continue
cultivating their farmlands.” 

“This increases their
income by three to four times.
They can start earning 1 lakh
per acres instead of Rs. 40000-
50000 per acre. Our total solar
power generation was 7 MW
and has gone up to 177 MW in
four years. We have to increase
the scope of utilizing solar
energy in Delhi. We have to
create a solar energy move-
ment in the city to promote the
usage of solar energy. We have
to create awareness around
this scheme. We have to create
a movement so that RWAs, the
general public, government,
and private institutions, all
can install solar power plants.

I hope that we will begin a
solar energy movement in the
city and I am certain that
Delhi will become the Solar
Capital of India. The people of
Delhi have done some com-
mendable works in the last
four to five years, and the
world is appreciating the health
and educational infrastructure
in Delhi. The EV policy, which
has been formulated recently
has been recently applauded.
Out of all the available sources
of energy, the future belongs to
Green Energy. Thermal ener-
gy is a polluting source of ener-
gy. We have shut down both
the thermal power plants and
there are still 11 thermal power
plants around Delhi. For
Hydro-electric power plants, a
large section of land has to be
acquired and whole villages
had to be submerged. Solar
power energy can be done on
a local level. I want to con-
gratulate the NDMC and Lady
Irwin College for this initia-
tive."

Interestingly, Delhi gov-
ernment has signed low tariff
renewable energy power pur-
chase agreements and has
played a major role in enabling
DISCOMS to enter into PPAs
for 2000 MW of renewable
power at the lowest rates in the
country of about Rs 2.8 per
unit.

Around 2000 MW of Solar
and Wind energy PPAs have
been signed between 2015-
2019 at an average cost of Rs.
2.8 per unit.
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With festive season ahead
and to ensure people

while visiting market follow
Covid-19 norms, the Delhi
Police this year had planned to
focus on security in the city's
high-footfall markets. Police
said they are also holding meet-
ings with market associations
and urging them to ensure
social distancing.

Khan Market, Karol Bagh,
Chandni Chowk, Sadar Bazaar,
Connaught Place, Janpath,
Lajpat Nagar market and
Sarojini Nagar are among the
markets in the national capital
that draw high footfall.

According to R P Meena,
the Deputy Commissioner of

Police (DCP), Southeast district
meetings were held with mar-
ket welfare associations, and an
awareness campaign related to
COVID-19 was being run and
this time, besides anti-terror
announcements, a new audio
clip related to the COVID-19
will be played through loud-
speakers.

“In the audio, the general
public will be advised to main-
tain social distancing while
shopping and wear masks prop-
erly. Police had a meeting with
market welfare association of
Lajpat Nagar market. They
have deployed their volunteers,
who are ensuring the coron-
avirus norms are followed. We
are also running an awareness
campaign for the COVID-19

related norms,” said the DCP.
“Police is taking several

steps such as making
announcements for wearing
masks, follow social distancing,
and washing hands regularly.
These are being done through
police vehicles and public
address systems that are in
place at crowded places such as
markets,” said Dr Eish Singhal,
the Delhi Police spokesperson.

“Police teams present at
such places also apprise people
about the three precautionary
measures to fight coronavirus
(COVID-19). For violators, we
are issuing challans. For the
needy, we are distributing
masks,”said Dr Singhal.

Meanwhile, on Monday,
Anto Alphonse, the Deputy

Commissioner of Police (DCP),
North district, visited the
Chandni Chowk market and
reviewed security arrangements
there.

“Police officers also met
with representatives of the dif-
ferent market associations. The
officials discussed about the
necessary measures to be taken
for the security of traders as well
as of visitors to the market. The
police urged the shopkeepers'
association members to install
maximum number of cameras
in the market and ensure
deployment of guards. All shop-
keepers were advised to keep
sanitisation arrangements and
try to ensure social distancing,”
said a police official.

A senior police official

from the north district said, "It
is a challenge for police to
ensure social distancing in
high-footfall areas, and it seems
to be a difficult task for us, but
we will keep announcing the
precautions through loud-
speakers in the market areas.
We have also urged the shop-
keepers to install CCTV cam-
eras focusing on roads outside
their shops."

From June 15 till Tuesday,
the Delhi Police has issued
3,86,188 challans for not wear-
ing masks and 31,874 challans
for violation of social distanc-
ing norms. The force has dis-
tributed 3,56,899 masks to peo-
ple. Atul Bhargawa, president of
New Delhi Traders Association,
said the footfall in the markets

has increased, and consumers
are taking all precautions before
stepping out.

"As the festive season is
approaching, the traders are
making all efforts in view of the

COVID-19 pandemic and also
cooperating with police regard-
ing the security. We have
ensured social distance is main-
tained inside the shops,
Bhargawa said.
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In view of the outbreak of
Covid pandemic to provide

digital audio-visual learning
platform to teachers and stu-
dents of New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC),

Chairperson Dharmendra has
launched two educational
YouTube Channels - “Atal
Adarsh Shiksha” and “Navyug
Pragati”.

After launching the
NDMC’s educational YouTube
channels in his inaugural

address on the channel,
Dharmendra said "Today the
entire world is going through
a very difficult time due to the
outbreak of covid-19 pandem-
ic. Education institutions have
also been hit hard as the
schools have been shut down

since March this year, " he said.
In this ‘New Normal’

which we may call this period,
our schools have risen to the
occasion and switched to
online teaching, he aaid, adding
that unprecedented times
require unprecedented mea-

sures, so despite all odds, our
educators have been working
hard to find innovative solu-
tions to make learning better
and accessible to all.

Dharmendra said that our
teachers will now upload their
lessons on YouTube.

��������������� ��������	

The Delhi Police has appre-
hended a 17-year-old boy

in connection with a road acci-
dent in Northwest Delhi's
Model Town in which two
minor sisters were killed while
their brother and a 55-year-old
man sustained injuries.

Police said that the class 12
student, studying at a private
school, was apprehended from
his residence at DTC Colony in
Model Town on Wednesday.
His father is in the hardware
business. Police said that on the
boy's instance, the offending
vehicle was recovered from a
mechanic shop where his fam-
ily had given it for repair work
and the vehicle was registered
in the name of his uncle, who
is based in Haryana.

The accident took place on
Monday night near Gurdwara
Nanak Piao on GT Road. Jaspal
Singh, his wife, three children
-- two daughters and a son --
and friend Milap Singh were
travelling in a car to visit an
acquaintance. On the way, they
stopped at a CNG station
opposite the gurdwara.

Milap Singh got out of the
vehicle and was about to cross
GT Road along with Jaspal
Singh's three children when a
car hit them, police said, adding
they were rushed to different
hospitals. During treatment,

one of the girls who was admit-
ted to the AIIMS Trauma
Centre, died, they said, adding
she was aged seven.

Her four-year-old sister,
admitted to the Safdarjung
hospital, also succumbed to
injuries, a senior police officer
said. Their six-year-old broth-
er and Milap Singh are under-
going treatment, he said.

According to Vijyanta
Arya, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Northwest district dur-
ing investigation, records of
road transport authorities of
both Haryana and Chandigarh
were checked and the registra-
tion number of the offending
vehicle was confirmed and it
was ascertained that the car
involved in the accident was a
white-coloured Honda City.

“Since the first ownership,
the vehicle has been further
sold to three different per-
sons. On contacting the third
owner, who was based in
Haryana, he told police that the
vehicle was registered in his
name but it was being present-
ly used by his relatives in
Delhi,” said the DCP.

“On Wednesday, a 17-year-
old boy, who was driving the
car at the time of incident, was
apprehended from his resi-
dence and the offending vehi-
cle was recovered from a
mechanic shop,” said the DCP.
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Abody of a 40-year-old
woman with injury marks

on the neck was found behind
bushes in Dwarka Sector-23 in
southwest Delhi on Tuesday.

The deceased has been
identified as Sharmila who was
married and lived with her
family in Revla Khanpur.

According to a senior
police official, Sharmila's body
was found behind the bushes
on Tuesday. “She has injury
marks on her neck. It appears
that she was attacked with a
sharp object. It could be a
knife or a blade,” he said.

“Police have registered a
case of murder and efforts are
being made to nab the accused.
Police teams are scanning
CCTV cameras in the area to
identify the accused and to
know the crime sequence,"
said Santosh Kumar Meena, the
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Dwarka district.
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Senior BJP leader Vijay Jolly
on Tuesday slapped a legal

notice on Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) National Convenor and
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, AAP Uttar Pradesh
unit Rajya Sabha member
Sanjay Singh — AAP UP for a
defamatory video tweet titled
"darindo ke samman mei" on
October 7, 2020.

Jolly alleged that through its
official twitter handle
@AAPUttarPradesh the party
tweeted a false, incorrect,
untrue, malicious, mischievous
and defamatory video publica-
tion of old news clippings of
rape charges against Vijay Jolly.

"There is no rape charge
pending in any police station or
court of India," Jolly said in a
statement. He mentioned false
charge was investigated by
Haryana Police and that he was
given a clean chit in August
2017 and later the court dis-
missed it as a false case in July
2019.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has con-

ducted searches at six locations
in Punjab in connection with
the Sikh for Justice (SFJ) case
relating to hoisting of the so
called Khalistani flag by the
cadres of the outlawed outfit at
the office of the Deputy
Commissioner”s Office, Moga
(Punjab) on the eve of
Independence Day, 2020.

The agency conducted
searches at six locations in
Ferozpur, Ludhiana and Moga
districts of Punjab on Tuesday
NIA case relating to Khalistani
flag hoisting case.

“This crime was commit-
ted by the miscreants who
were offered cash rewards at
the behest of terrorist
Gurpatwant Singh Pannu of
SFJ for this heinous act,” the
NIA said in a statement.

The agency further said,
“The searched premises belong
to the accused Akashdeep
Singh, Jogwinder Singh,
Inderjeet Singh, Jaspal Singh
and Ram Tirath. 

The cyber cafe belonging
to the accused Jaspal Singh was
also searched.”

During searches, various
electronic items like pen drives,
laptops, hard disc and other
incriminating documents have
been seized, it said.

The background of the
case is that on August 14,
2020, two miscreants hoisted
a yellow coloured flag with
Khalistan written on it on the
terrace of the four-storied
building of  the Deputy
Commissioner Off ice
Complex, Moga (Punjab) and
while coming back, they cut
the rope of  the Indian
National Flag hoisted near the
main gate and dragged the

Indian National Flag along
with the rope.

In connection with this
incident, a case was registered
at Moga police station vide
FIR No: 136 of 2020 dated
August 14, 2020. The case was
re-registered by the NIA as
RC-30/2020/NIA/DLI under
Indian Penal Code (IPC)
Sections relating to waging
war against the nation, con-
spiracy for waging war against
the nation, sedition, promot-
ing enmity between different
groups on grounds of  
religion, imputations preju-
dicial to national integration
and Section 2 of Prevention of
Insults to National Honours
Act, 1972.

Further investigation in
the case is continuing.

SFJ is a banned terrorist
outfit in India and Pannu
has been designated as a ter-
rorist.The SFJ is a project
launched and sustained at
the behest of Pakistan”s spy
agency Inter-Ser vices
Intelligence (ISI) to carry out
the so -called Referendum
2020 online. 
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The Coronavirus-triggered
lockdown in the first half of

2020 has led to a decline of 1,551
million tones of carbon dioxide
emission which was higher than
during the financial crisis of
2008, the oil crisis of the 1979, or
even World War II, according to
a study by an international team
of researchers.  

The study, published in the
journal Nature
Communications, pointed out
that the greatest reduction of
emissions was observed in the
ground transportation sector,
largely because of working from
home restrictions. Transport
CO2 emissions decreased by 40
per cent worldwide while in con-
trast, the power and industry sec-
tors contributed less to the
decline, with -22 per cent and -
17 per cent  respectively, as did
the aviation and shipping sectors.

“In the first six months of
this year, 8.8 percent less carbon
dioxide was emitted than in the
same period in 2019 - a total
decrease of 1,551 million tones,”

said the study which not only
offers a much more precise look
at COVID-19”s impact on glob-
al energy consumption than
previous analyses.

“What makes our study
unique is the analysis of metic-
ulously collected near-real-time
data” explains lead author Zhu
Liu from the Department of
Earth System Science at
Tsinghua University in Beijing.

“By looking at the daily fig-
ures compiled by the Carbon
Monitor research initiative we
were able to get a much faster
and more accurate overview,
including timelines that show
how emissions decreases have
corresponded to lockdown mea-
sures in each country.

“In April, at the height of the
first wave of Corona infections,
when most major countries
shut down their public life and
parts of their economy, emis-
sions even declined by 16.9 %.
Overall, the various outbreaks
resulted in emission drops that
we normally see only on a
short-term basis on holidays
such as Christmas or the

Chinese Spring Festival.”
“The greatest reduction of

emissions was observed in the
ground transportation sector,”
explains Daniel Kammen, pro-
fessor and Chair of the Energy
and Resources Group and also
professor in the Goldman
School of Public Policy,
University of California,
Berkeley.

Surprisingly, even the resi-
dential sector saw a small emis-
sions drop of 3 %: largely
because of an abnormally warm
winter in the northern hemi-
sphere, heating energy con-
sumption decreased with most
people staying at home all day
during lockdown periods.”

The  authors have stressed
that the only valid strategy to sta-
bilise the climate is a complete
overhaul of the industry and
commerce sector. “While the
CO2 drop is unprecedented,
decreases of human activities
cannot be the answer,” says Co-
Author Hans Joachim
Schellnhuber, founding director
of the Potsdam Institute for
Climate Impact Research.
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In a move to provide housing
for urban poor, the Ministry

of Housing and Urban Affairs
on Wednesday will provide
concessional finance under
Affordable Housing Fund
(AHF), rebate in taxes and
additional floor area ratio for
Affordable Rental Housing
Complexes (ARHCs). The
scheme will be implemented
through two models.

To make this a lucrative
and viable business opportu-
nity for Entities, Central Govt.
will provide Concessional
Project finance under
Affordable Housing Fund
(AHF) & Priority Sector
Lending (PSL), Exemption in
Income Tax and GST and tech-
nology innovation grant for
promotion of innovative tech-
nologies in ARHCs. Further,
State/UT government will pro-
vide Use Permission changes,
50% additional Floor Area

Ratio/ Floor space index (FSI)
free of cost, Single Window
Approval within 30 days, Trunk
Infrastructure facility and
Municipal charges at par with
residential property.

This was announced by
Union Housing and Urban
Affairs minister Hardeep Singh
Puri while addressing a webi-
nar at the launch of ARHCs
portal. He also released the
guidelines and guidebook on
this occasion.

According to the ministry,
in the first model, the existing
government funded vacant
houses to be converted into
ARHCs through Public Private
Partnership or by public agen-
cies for a period of 25years.
The scheme provides an
opportunity for all States/UTs
to convert their existing vacant
houses constructed under var-
ious Central/ State
Government schemes into
ARHCs. A model request for
proposal (RFP) has been

shared with all States for cus-
tomisation and issuance by
them to select a concessionaire.

In the second model,
vacant land  lying unutilised
with various Industries, Trade
Associations, Manufacturing
Companies, Educational/
Health Institutions,
Development Authorities,
Housing Boards, Central/ State
Public Sector Undertakings
(PSUs) and other such Entities
will be used for ARHCs for a
period of 25 years. “By pro-
viding with appropriate policy
support, enabling suitable pro-
visions and incentives, these
available vacant lands can be
utilised effectively for devel-
oping affordable housing facil-
ities to migrants/ poor,” the
ministry said. Further, the
ministry will issue Expression
of Interest (EoI) for shortlist-
ing of Entities by urban local
bodies to Construct, Operate
and Maintain ARHCs on their
own available vacant land.
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Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan on

Wednesday launched the sec-
ond phase of a Coal India CSR
initiative to provide financial
assistance for treatment of
underprivileged thalassemic
patients.

Launched in 2017, the
Thalassemia Bal Sewa Yojana
is a hematopoietic  stem cell
transplantation (HSCT) pro-
gramme that aims to provide
a one-time cure opportunity
for haemoglobinopathies like
thalassaemia and sickle cell
disease for patients who have
a matched family donor.

The CSR initiative was
targeted to provide financial
assistance to a total of 200
patients by providing a pack-
age cost not exceeding Rs 10
lakh per HSCT.

Vardhan congratulated the
doctors of SGPGI Lucknow,
PGI Chandigarh, AIIMS Delhi,
CMC Vellore, Tata Medical
Centre in Kolkata and Rajeev

Gandhi Cancer Institute, Delhi
for the successful transplanta-
tion of 135 children without
charging any physician fee,
according to a Health Ministry
statement.

“Data on the prevalence of
silent carriers for various
haemoglobinopathies show
that it is 2.9-4.6 per cent for ß-
Thalassemia, while it can be as
high as 40 per cent for sickle
cell anaemia especially among
the tribal population.
Haemoglobin variants like
HBE in eastern India can be as
common as 3-50 per cent
which calls for more attention
to these diseases,” he was quot-
ed as saying in the statement.

He also acknowledged
CMC, Ludhiana and Narayan
Hrudayalaya, Bangalore who
have agreed to provide this
advanced care therapy from
2020.

Expressing gratitude to
Coal India and their CSR
team for providing such
opportunity to the BPL
patients suffering from haema-

tological disorders and extend-
ing the support for another
two years from 2020, Vardhan
mentioned the issue of high
out-of-pocket-expenditure on
health services in India.

“People go bankrupt sell-
ing ancestral land and the last
property paying for their treat-
ment. It is precisely that pain
that moved Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to introduce
the Ayushman Bharat-
Pradhan Mantri Jan Aarogya
Yojana for targeted populace,”
he said.

Expressing satisfaction
that the scheme has been
extended to cover aplastic
anaemia patients for a total of
200 such patients from this
year, he said, “Such cases can
be prevented by counselling
using the Ayushman Bharat
–Health and Wellness Centres
network. We have made blood
transfusion facilities available
in every district hospital while
some districts also offer the
facility in health centres at sub-
district level.
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Hyderabad-based drug
phrama Bharat Biotech

has decided to cut by half its
number of volunteers and sub-
sequently reduce trial sites for
the Phase II clinical trials of
coronavirus vaccine candidate
Covaxin. This may lead to an
expedition of phase-2 trials,
said a few reports.

According to the reports,
the biotechnology firm had
enrolled 750 volunteers for the
Covaxin trials, but has now
reduced the number to 380
who will be dosed with the
vaccine.

The number of trial sites
would also be reduced accord-
ingly. This may lead to an
expedition of phase-2 trials
and a possible early start of the
third phase – leading to a
shortened duration of clinical
trials for Covaxin.

The report, citing lead

trial investigators, suggests
that the decision to scale-
down the trial size was based
on good sero-conversion or
immunogenicity seen in vol-
unteers during phase-1.

The potential vaccine
against COVID-19, the disease
caused by the novel coron-
avirus, is being developed by
Hyderabad-based Bharat
Biotech in collaboration with
the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) and the
National Institute of Virology
(NIV).

The f irst phase of
Covaxin”s clinical trial
involved 375 volunteers.
Interim data from phase-1
has not been made public yet. 

The reports further sug-
gests that no major adverse
reactions have been noted so
far, apart from minor side
effects such as mild fever and
body aches.

Researchers are currently

in the process of administer-
ing the second dose to partic-
ipants as part of the phase-2
trial. Two doses of the Covaxin
vaccine candidate are to be
administered with a gap of 14
days between them.
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People in many cities have to
wait to buy a bicycle of their

choice due to a massive surge in
demand. Bicycle sales in India
have grown by over two-folds in
the last five months as people are
opting for this cheapest mode of
transport to cover short to medi-
um amid coronavirus pandem-
ic.  According to the All India
Bicycle Manufacturers
Association (AICMA), a total of
41,80,945 bicycles have been
sold in the country in the five
months from May to September
2020. In May, the number of
bicycles sold was 4,56,818. This
number almost doubled to
8,51,060 in June, while in
September, the country sold
11,21,544 cycles in a month.

AICMA secretary general K

B Thakur said the increase in
demand for bicycles is unprece-
dented. “Probably for the first
time in history, such a trend has
been seen on bicycles.” “Sales of
bicycles have gone up by over
100 per cent in these five
months. In many places people
have to wait for their favourite
cycle, booking has to be done.
Such a trend has been seen for
the first time in the country and
the reason can be attributed to
health awareness after the coro-
navirus pandemic, they said.

Thakur said that the coro-
navirus pandemic crisis has
made people aware of their
health and immunity but at the
same time they have become
conscious about social distanc-
ing. In such a situation, a bicy-
cle has emerged as an option, he
added. 
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In order to step up efforts for
ensuring better air quality

and address pollution related
issues in the upcoming winter
season, strict vigil will be main-
tained against polluting activi-
ties in Delhi and neighbouring
towns, the Union Environment
Ministry said on Wednesday.

Fifty teams of the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) will be deployed to
make extensive field visits from
October 15 this year till
February 28 next year, it said.

In a statement, the Ministry
of Environment said the teams
will visit Delhi and NCR towns
— Noida, Ghaziabad, Meerut in
Uttar Pradesh; Gurugram,
Faridabad, Ballabgarh, Jhajjar,
Panipat, Sonepat in Haryana;
and Bhiwadi, Alwar, Bharatpur
in Rajasthan.

These teams will specifi-
cally focus on hotspot areas
where the problem is aggra-
vated, it said.

“Strict vigil will be main-
tained against polluting activ-
ities in the upcoming winter
season. On-spot reporting of
major air polluting sources
such as major construction
activities without proper con-
trol measures, dumping of
garbage and construction waste
alongside the roads and on

open plots, unpaved roads,
open burning of
garbage/industrial waste, etc.
will be done using SAMEER
App.

“Feedback on polluting
activities will be shared with
concerned agencies through
an automated system, for quick
action. Details will also be
shared with State
Governments. This will help in
taking timely actions and mon-
itoring at appropriate levels by
the concerned agencies,” it
said.

The ministry said that a
central control room at the
CPCB headquarters has been
made functional for keeping
track of pollution levels on
hour-to-hour basis and overall
coordination with state agen-
cies.

In addition, district-wise
nodal officers have been
appointed for better manage-
ment and coordination with
teams, the ministry said.

“Air quality in winter sea-
son is a major environmental
concern in Delhi and NCR
region. Various efforts are
being taken since past five
years for air quality manage-
ment in the region. Although
gradual year-on-year improve-
ment in air quality has been
observed, a lot needs to be
done,” it said.
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Talks between Congress and
the Left over sharing of

seats for the next year West
Bengal Assembly elections will
begin next week. The Left and
the Congress have hit the roads
together over the last one year
on several issues, opposing the
TMC government in the state
and the BJP-led government at
the Centre. The Left-Congress
tie-up bagged 76 seats in the
294- member assembly in 2016.

“Now, this is the time to
take forward this alliance to its
logical conclusion, and that is
sharing of seats for the elec-
tions. The preliminary talks
will begin next week,” senior
Congress leader and West
Bengal Congress chief Adhir

Ranjan Chowdhury said on
Wednesday. The Lok Sabha
MP said TMC and the BJP are
trying to polarise the state on
communal lines, and it is the
duty of the Left and the
Congress to provide a third
alternative.

The two sides want to
begin the talks as early
October for the elections like-
ly to be held in April-May next
year. “The talks are being
started now so that there are
no problems at the last
moment. We struck a seat-
sharing deal for the 2016
assembly elections but it was
half-baked. During the 2019
Lok Sabha polls, we couldn”t
stitch an alliance as the talks
failed at the last moment,”
Chowdhury said.
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The Indian army claimed to
have foiled a suspected

BAT (Border Action Team)
operation along the line of
control in Tangdhar sector of
North Kashmir's Kupwara dis-
trict on Wednesday. Earlier,
two weapon smuggling bids
were foiled by the alert troops
from across the line of 
control.

It is after a gap of more
than six months, heavily armed
intruders supported by the
Pakistani army had attempted
a BAT operation in the area.
Earlier, five heavily armed ter-
rorists were neutralised by the
elite para commandos of the
Indian army in the Keran sec-

tor of Kupwara as they had
attempted to infiltrate inside
the Indian territory.

Meanwhile, in a separate
anti-terrorist operation, two
terrorists were gunned down by
the joint team of security forces
in Chakura area of Shopian on
Wednesday.

Till the time of filing the
report the operation was not
called off as thorough search-
es were still going on in and
around the encounter site to
rule out the presence of any
other hiding terrorist.

Earlier, the operation was
launched by the joint team of
security forces on receipt of the
information about the presence
of terrorists in the area.
Director General of Police,

Dilbagh Singh told reporters,
"so far two terrorists have been
eliminated in the ongoing oper-
ation and searches were going
on to confirm the presence of
a third terrorist in the area".

In a brief statement the
twitter handle of Srinagar based
China Corps said, " a suspect-
ed BAT(Border Action Team)
action bid was foiled by the
alert troops early Wednesday
morning in Tangdhar".

It further said, "suspicious
activity of 3-4 intruders was
observed by the alert troops,
close to forward post along the
line of control.Timely action by
the alert troops averted infil-
tration bid. The entire area was
kept under surveillance", the
statement added. 
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Agroup of mainstream
Kashmiri politicians led

by a sitting Member of
Parliament from Srinagar Dr
Farooq Abdullah are all set to
attend a brainstorming session
to review the present political
situation and decide their
future course of action on
Thursday.

Mainly signatories of the
Gupkar Declaration have been
extended a formal invitation to
assemble at the residence of
National Conference Chief
Dr Abdullah.

Gupkar Declaration is a
joint effort of all the regional
mainstream political parties –
the National Conference, the
Peoples Democratic Party, the
Peoples Conference, the

Awami National Conference
and the CPI (M) - of Jammu
and Kashmir to fight for the
special status of the erstwhile 
State.

Earlier, both Dr Farooq
and Omar Abdullah  had called
on PDP Chief Mehbooba
Mufti at her residence to per-
sonally meet her where they
extended her an invitation to
attend the meeting.

Soon after her release late
Tuesday night, former Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister
Mehbooba Mufti vowed to
fight for the restoration of
Article 370.

Calling August 5, 2019 a
black day, Mufti urged every-
one in Jammu and Kashmir to
work towards resolving the
Kashmir conflict.  

Sharing details of the their

meeting former Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah tweeted,“My
father and I called on
Mehbooba Mufti Sahiba this
afternoon to enquire about her
well-being after her release
from detention. She has kind-
ly accepted Farooq Sb’s invita-
tion to join a meeting of the
Gupkar Declaration signato-
ries’ tomorrow afternoon
(Thursday)”.

“Today our visit was with-
out any political motive and
we wanted to know her well 
being. 

In the meeting tomorrow,
the present political situation
will be reviewed and what will
be the future agenda of the
Gupkar Declaration signato-
ries in one view, that will also
be discussed,” he said in anoth-
er tweet.
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Kerala Congress (Mani) fac-
tion, a political outfit of the

Catholic community in  Kerala,
severed its 33-year-old alliance
with the Indian National
Congress on Wednesday and
moved over to the Left
Democratic Front led by the
CPI(M).

Jose K Mani, son of late K M
Mani, one of the founders of the
Kerala Congress, announced his
decision to  join the CPI(M)
camp after a meeting of the high
power committee of the faction
held at Kottayam. Mani Jr also
announced his resignation from
the membership of the Rajya
Sabha, which he had won in
2018 as a UDF nominee.

This is being seen as the
build up to the 2021 assembly
election as the CPI(M) badly
wants to retain and return to
power. Presently, the party is
under siege because of scams
and corruption charges ranging
from Gold smuggling, dates
import and LIFE Mission pay
off.

It is reported that the
CPI(M) leadership has assured
the KC(M) that the latter would
be allocated 12 to 15 seats in the
upcoming assembly election
expected to be held in March -
April 2021. The CPI(M) leader-
ship hope that it would be able
to retain power in the next
assembly election in company of
the KC(M) faction, which has
considerable influence among
the Catholic community in  dis-
tricts like Kottayam, Idukki,
Pathanamthitta, Alappuzha and
Idukki.

“It is a welcome move by the
Kerala Congress. The LDF and
the Kerala Congress would be in
a win-win situation,” said Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan about
the development. Former chief
minister and senior Congress
leader Oommen Chandi
described Jose Mani’s move as

immature and foolish.
Meanwhile, the NCP, a con-

stituent of the LDF expressed its
displeasure over the CPI(M)
move to accommodate Jose
Mani. Mani C Kappen, who
had defeated the KC(M) faction
leader in the by-poll at Pala
necessitated by the demise of
Mani said that he was in talks
with the Congress-led UDF.

The CPI(M) had tried its
best to derail the presentation of
the Kerala Budget by the then
Finance Minister K M Mani in
the House in February 2016. The
assembly witnessed nasty scenes
as the CPI(M) MLAs destroyed
furniture and computer termi-
nals in the House in their bid to
prevent the then finance minis-
ter from presenting the budget
accusing him of having taken
money from liquor mafia to lift
the ban on sale of liquor. A crim-
inal case against six CPI(M)
MLAs have been filed in the
Chief Judicial Magistrate Court
at Thiruvananthapuram for
destruction of public property.

The Mani led Kerala
Congress had a brief honey-
moon with the CPI(M) in 1980
during the tenure of E K
Nayanar as Chief Minister. But
Mani switched his loyalty to the
Congress-led UDF in 1982
which resulted in the fall of
Nayanar ministry. Nayanar in all
his interviews and speeches used
to ridicule Mani as a person who
could not be trusted.

The KC(M) moving to the
LDF is likely to see a realignment
of various parties in the State in
the  build up to the assembly
election.
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Aligarh: Aligarh which came in limelight across
the country after the incident of Hathras, is going
to get a big gift soon. 
Aligarh Municipal Corporation area will soon

be transformed into Women Safe City. About 100
crore rupees will be spent on this project from
the Nirbhaya Fund. It will have special hostels,
DNA and forensic labs for women, pink bus and
auto, toilets, Asha Jyoti Kendra and many 
more. 

Along with Aligarh, women of Hathras, Etah
and Kasganj will also get the benefit. Aligarh is
the second city in the state after Lucknow to be
selected in the Women's Safe City 
list.

After the Nirbhaya incident in Delhi, the
central government decided to make some cities
of the country as safe cities. Cities like Delhi,
Lucknow, Bhopal have started safety audits at
every stage but earlier this year the central gov-
ernment decided to include more cities in this
list. Instructions were given to include 17 cities
including Aligarh in Uttar Pradesh, but no city

paid attention to this project. After the incident
of Hathras, the commissioner took up the task
of developing it.

In a safe city, the focus will be given to
women's safety. Women police personnel will be
given pink scooters and SUV vehicles so that
they will keep an eye on the bad elements. A pink
toilet will also be made. Such areas will be iden-
tified where the movement of women will be
more and there more lighting arrangements will
be made. A special pink bus will run fitted with
panic buttons, GPS and CCTV. Women's power
line capacity will be doubled. Pink booths will
be built by which women will get sanitary pads.
Asha centers and hostels to be 
built. 

A Counseling center will be formed. Shelter
homes will be built to keep women.G.S
Priyadarshi, Commissioner, Aligarh said that this
is a big project for women's safety and will
change the atmosphere of the city. All four dis-
tricts of the Aligarh division will be benefited.
DPR will be sent soon to the government. PNS
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Aligarh: Cinema, multiplex and theater are
going to open tomorrow in Aligarh like other
states after 6 months-long closure. Since the risk
of corona infection is still there hence Covid
Protocol must be followed. The audience
capacity will be 50% of the designated seat and
the hall will also have to be sanitized after every
show.

Guidelines issued for the operation of cin-
ema, theater and multiplex by the Government
of Uttar Pradesh based on the instructions of
the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting,
Government of India. All the cinema halls and
multiplex in Aligarh will reopen from thurs-
day based on the guidelines given by the
givernment.

The mandate issued by Chief Secretary R.K
Tiwari stated that cinema, theater and multi-
plexes outside the Containment Zone have been
allowed to be opened with viewers up to a max-
imum of 50 percent of their rated capacity.
Employees and audience need to follow a phys-
ical distance of 6 feet in the general area and
waiting area. It is always mandatory to use a
face cover or mask, wash hands with soap from
time to time, use sanitizer and tissue or hand-
kerchief while coughing or sneezing. The Chief
Secretary informed that through the entry of
the auditorium, circular signs will be arranged
in accordance with the physical distance stan-
dard for thermal screening, sanitizer and
queue. Only people without Covid symptoms
will be allowed to enter. An adequate time gap
must be given between the shows. The audi-
ence will have to seat at alternate seats to main-
tain the physical distance.

Guidelines stated that the ticket bookings
in the cinema, theatres and multiplex can be
done in advance or online. Touchless transac-
tions like e-wallet / QR code scanner etc. should
also be used in window booking. The phone

number should also be taken at the time of
booking the ticket for the convenience of con-
tact tracing. After the show is over, do not leave
the audience together and be arranged in a
queue following the standard of physical dis-
tance.

Guidelines also stated that during an
interval, avoid gathering in toilets. There
should be adequate counters at the canteen and
stalls and no food items will be allowed inside
an auditorium or hall. Only packed food and
drinks will be allowed.

Cinemas, theatre and multiplex with A.C
should follow the guidelines of CPWD.
Temperature setting should be maintained
between 24-30° C and relative humidity should
be maintained between 40-70%. The proper
arrangement of cross ventilation should also be
there.
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The BJP and Trinomial
Congress were trying to

polarize the electoralatmosphere
which was why they were
spreading all kinds of rumors
aboutfailed alliance talks
between the Congress and Left
Front.

Urging the two sides to has-
ten up the talk process so that the
twoparties can hit the streets well
before the next year’s
Assemblyelections Chowdhury
on Wednesday said “the TMC
and the BJP are tryingto polarise
the state on communal lines, and
it is the duty of theLeft and the
Congress to provide a third
alternative,”adding the twoparties
were spreading all kinds of
rumours suggesting that theseat-
sharing talks between the two
sides had proved to be anon-
starter.

Meanwhile, in an unrelated
development the State BJP lead-
ership on Wednesday said that
Home Minister Amit Shah

would not be able to come to
Bengal ahead of the Durga Pujas.
Instead he would come to the
Stateonly after the Pujas.

In Shah’s place BJP president
JP Nadda would visit the State
onOctober 19. He would go to
North Bengal and hold meetings
with seniorParty leaders there,
sources said.

Referring to how the Left
and Congress jointly launched a
number ofmovements in the
past couple of years he said “a
time has come to takeforward
this alliance to its logical con-
clusion, and that is sharingof
seats for the elections,” adding the
preliminary round of talks onset-
sharing between the two sides
would begin next week.

Incidentally Left Front
Chairman and CPI(M)politburo
member Biman Bosehad report-
ed spoken to the Congress lead-
ership asking it to hasten upthe
talk process and hit the streets
early. Even Chowdhury said the
two sides should begin the talks
as early aspossible to avoid last-
minute "hiccups". Though the
two sides hadjointly contested
the 2016 elections their dia-
logue ahead of the lastyear’s
parliamentary elections fail in the
last moment.

Chowdhury said that the
two sides had fought jointly in
2916 but thetalks were half-
baked. In fact the 2016 Alliance
jointly picked up 77out of 294
seats whereas the Trinamool
Congress won 212. However
thecatch was the Left Congress
alliance lost out to the ruling out-
fit inabout 70 seats by slender
margin of 150 to 4000 votes
which the twosides had blamed
on a “partisan Election
Commission that ignoredmas-
sive violence during elections.”

Congress MP Pradip
Bhattacharya, who is the chair-
man of thenewly-formed coor-
dination committee, along with
Mr Chowdhury and thestate's
Leader of Opposition Abdul
Mannan are likely to lead the
talkswith the Left parties,
Pradesh Congress Committee
sources said.

On the alleged rumours
being spread by the BJP and
TMC, Chowdhury saidthe
Congress and Left Front should
not pay heed to “canards” being-
spread against the alliance.The
two parties were spreading
rumour that the Congress and
Left hadlost reference and so the
voters should choose between
the TMC and theBJP.
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Mumbai:As part of its “Mission
Begin again”, the Maharashtra
Government on Wednesday
decided to allow metro trains
in Mumbai and Nagpur to
operate from October 15 in a
phased manner and do away
the health check-up and stamp-
ing of domestic passengers
arriving at the railway stations
in Maharashtra from different
parts of the state.

In other guidelines, the
state government allowed gov-
ernment and private libraries to
function with protocols of
social distancing and sanitation
norms in place and increased
the number of people, while it
permitted local weekly bazars,
including that of animals, to
reopen outside containment
zones.

In an effort to control and
reduce crowding, the State gov-
ernment permitted markets
and shops to remain open for
additional hours from 9 am to
9 pm, with effect from October
15, while the limit on the num-
ber of guests who can remain
present has been increased to
50 from the earlier 20.

While the government has
also allowed “Business to
Business” (B2B) exhibitions
only outside the containment
zones and all types of local
weekly markets (bazaars)
across the state with effect
from October 145, it has decid-
ed to  do away stamping with
indelible ink for domestic pas-
sengers arriving at different air-
ports after COVID-19 testing.

Though it announced
relaxations on several fronts,
the state government made no
announcement regarding the
re-opening of various places of
worship. PNS
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Recently, India decided to
join the Djibouti Code
of Conduct/Jeddah
A m e n d m e n t
(DCOC/JA) as an

observer after a high-level meet-
ing held on August 26. This is a
group on maritime affairs, includ-
ing countries such as Djibouti,
Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar,
Maldives, Seychelles, Somalia,
United Republic of Tanzania and
Yemen, all from the Red Sea, the
Gulf of Aden, the east coast of
Africa and island countries in the
Indian Ocean Region (IOR).
Member nations include South
Africa, Sudan and the United
Arab Emirates. Recently Japan,
Norway, UK and the US have also
been included as observers of
DCOC/JA. So India’s inclusion
would increase its political stake in
these waters and help it use the col-
lective heft with other nations to
tame Chinese expansionist tenden-
cies.

The alliance came into being
in January 2009 under the
International Maritime
Organisation (IMO). It initially
focussed on piracy and armed rob-
bery against ships in the western
IOR, the Gulf of Aden and the Red
Sea. In 2017, other issues like the
environment, human trafficking
and illegal fishing were added. But
it is the Jeddah Amendment that
is significant. At a high-level meet-
ing of the countries that signed the
DCOC in Jeddah in January 2017,
17 signatory nations agreed to
adopt a revised code of conduct.
They agreed to work closely with
the IMO and other stakeholders to
build national and regional capac-
ities in addressing broader mar-
itime security issues and enabling
the sustainable development of the
maritime sector. And at the same
tim, the code emphasised the
important role of the “blue econ-
omy” in supporting sustainable
economic growth, employment,
food security and stability.

The Horn of Africa is of great
strategic importance from a com-
mercial and economic point of
view because it is coveted by
major powers of the world.
Djibouti’s role is most important
here. It may be a small country in
terms of area and population but
enjoys great geo-strategic impor-
tance. It commands the narrow
entrance to the Red Sea on the
southern end (from the Gulf of
Aden side) with Egypt on the

northern end. Every day mil-
lions of oil barrels and other oil
products pass through this
route to different destinations.
Due to its important position,
it hosts military bases of about
nine countries, including the
US, France, Italy and China.
After the 9/11 attacks on the US,
Washington established its
largest permanent base in
Djibouti, named Camp
Lemonier, which houses at least
4,000 military personnel.

China has also expanded its
military cooperation across the
African continent in recent
years as part of its national
defence policy. On July 11,
2017, Beijing sent two warships
across the Indian Ocean to
Djibouti, the main objective of
which was to establish China’s
first overseas permanent mili-
tary base. Work started formal-
ly on August 1, 2017. Djibouti
is at the centre of China’s mar-
itime policy as it is located at the
northwest end of the Indian
Ocean, allowing it to checkmate
India. Its naval base here could
prove to be the pillar of its
oceanic strategy, known as the
“string of pearls” or friendly
islands in the sea route connect-
ing China to West Asia. It is a
crucial link in its ambitious
“maritime Silk Route” plan. 

The purpose of this network
is to ensure the safety of China’s
trade routes, its raw materials
and oil-laden ships and the
uninterrupted return of finished
goods to Europe via the Gulf of
Aden. India’s relations with the
Horn of African nations like

Ethiopia, Somalia, Eritrea,
Sudan and Djibouti have been
friendly since ancient times.
Some historical researchers
believe that economic and cul-
tural relations existed between
the two regions since 538 BC.
All these nations share the
same legacy of colonialism as
well as the struggle for indepen-
dence; India continued to sup-
port their anti-colonial fight
even after attaining
Independence in 1947. In the
post-colonial period, India
established the Special
Commonwealth African
Assistance Programme
(SCAAP) in 1963. Its relations
with the Horn of Africa coun-
tries have further strengthened
through the Indian Technical
and Economic Cooperation
(ITEC), South-South
Cooperation and other interna-
tional fora. Now it is building on
this historicity to emerge a key
player in the region. 

The strategic importance of
the Horn of Africa for India can
only be known from the fact
that President Ramnath Kovind
made his first foreign trip to two
African countries — Djibouti
and Ethiopia. During his visit,
he remarked, “India and
Djibouti have had historical
connections and mutual con-
tacts for a long time. Now we
should try to rediscover this
shared history and identity.
Not only for the old times but
to build a contemporary part-
nership, it is necessary to make
the utmost effort to revive this
shared heritage of ours. The

potential of marine resources
and engagement with the
Indian Ocean has immense
potential to create a sustainable
future.” The President also said
that “Djibouti is a strategic
country, located near the Gulf
of Aden. For India, it is an
important partner of the Indian
Ocean. In 2015, during the
Yemen crisis, as part of
Operation Relief, at the time of
evacuating citizens and people
from other countries, Djibouti
supported India’s efforts.” 

As an observer nation, India
can boost its influence in the
IOR with new diplomatic equa-
tions. New Delhi is already
strengthening its position in its
surrounding waters as part of
the Indo-Pacific policy through
Project Mausam, Mission Sagar
and Indian Ocean Rim Group.
It can further increase its strate-
gic footprint through blue econ-
omy initiatives. This will enable
us to sustain the use of ocean
resources for economic growth,
create better livelihoods and
jobs and ensure the health of
ocean ecosystems. 

On the other hand, Beijing is
increasing its clout through its
claims in the South China Sea
and the East China Sea, the
String of Pearls diplomacy and
Belt & Road Initiatives (BRI).
India can effectively neutralise
it if it consolidates its hold in
this region alongside the Quad
initiative with the US, Japan and
Australia.

(The writer is an Assistant
Professor, Department of African
Studies, Delhi University)
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Sir — On October 12, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
announced the payment of cash
in lieu of Leave Travel
Concession (LTC) and  �10,000
festival advance to Government
employees to stimulate con-
sumer demand during the festi-
val season and boost the econo-
my. The Government will also
give its employees income tax-
exempt cash vouchers in lieu of
their entitled travel allowances
this year. However, there is a
catch. The cash will have to be
spent on buying goods that
attract 12 per cent or more GST,
a condition which totally elimi-
nates the possibility of the cash
being spent on food items.
Additionally, the Government
will, as a one-time measure, give
�10,000 salary loans to all its offi-
cers and employees as a festival
advance.  

The Retailers’ Association of
India (RAI) has welcomed the
Government’s LTC cash vouch-
er scheme stating that it will help
its members recover from the
loss of business caused due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. However,
the expectation to create a con-
sumer demand of about �28,000
crore through this scheme is

rather far-fetched. This seems to
be just another attempt to strip
the middle class and lure them
to transfer their savings to the
capitalist.  

Bhagwan Thadani
Mumbai  

�����	��	���������
Sir — It is disconcerting that dif-
ferences between the executive

and the judiciary have emerged
in Andhra Pradesh. In a first, the
State has lodged a complaint to
the Chief Justice of India (CJI)
alleging that the Supreme Court
judge, Justice NV Ramana, was
interfering in the judicial process-
es of the High Court. The State
has placed material evidence
before the CJI, highlighting
Justice Ramana’s proximity with
N Chandrababu Naidu and his

interventions to protect the inter-
ests of the Telugu Desam Party
(TDP). Chief Minister Jagan
Mohan Reddy, in his letter dated
October 6, has expressed that the
objective of the letter is solely to
inform the Supreme Court about
the acts of a few individual
judges. 

The apex court should take the
allegations made by the AP
Government seriously and clear

the air or else it could affect the
faith of the common man in the
judiciary. A touch of pragmatism
is what the judiciary and the
executive need at this juncture as
the very credibility of the judicia-
ry as an institution is at stake. The
CJI should personally look into
the matter and consider initiat-
ing steps to ensure that the State
judiciary’s neutrality is main-
tained.

Yash Pal Ralhan 
Jalandhar

������	��	�������
Sir — Cinema halls are all set to
re-open across the country.
However, strict measures need to
be taken so that they don’t
become spaces of mass infection.
Six feet distance should be fol-
lowed outside the auditoria,
common areas and waiting areas
at all times. There should also be
hand sanitisers, preferably in
the touch-free mode, at the entry
and exit points as well as com-
mon areas within the premises.
And the use of face masks must
be made mandatory. 

Jubel D’Cruz
Mumbai
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With caste and gender-based crimes in
India on the rise, some really tough ques-
tions need to be answered by us all. The

National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) 2019 report
does a wonderful job in showcasing some extreme-
ly relevant data for our consideration. India report-
ed 4,05,861 cases of crimes against women. Assam
reported the highest rate of crimes against women
at 117.8 per lakh population and Uttar Pradesh (UP)
topped the list with 59,853 incidents. From 2018, the
rate of crime against women has risen by 7.3 per cent,
with the country recording an average 87 rape cases
every day in 2019.  UP had the highest number of
crimes against girl children under the POCSO Act
with 7,444 cases, followed by Maharashtra (6,402)
and Madhya Pradesh (MP) at 6,053. Other registered
cases on the rise were assault, cruelty and outrag-
ing the modesty of a woman. On the other hand,
crimes against Scheduled Castes (SCs) and
Scheduled Tribes (STs) saw a seven per cent and 26
per cent rise respectively. Curiously, the report also
indicates a consistent decline in conviction rates in
caste-related violence in the past three years. 

So, why and how did we land here and where
are we going?  I shall endeavour to declutter this by
a simple process called reverse engineering. Ours has
always been a divided society. Caste and gender-
based discrimination weren’t a colonial construction
in India. It was our own. Our social, economic and
legal institutions were all divided and categorised to
meet vested interests. What the British did was a
mere “reinvoking of the Varna system.” This, they
justified, was necessary to make sense of the com-
plexity that existed within the Indian caste system.
As BR Ambedkar said in his Annihilation of Caste,
the caste system in India had been historically used
to perpetuate discrimination in the name of  “divi-
sion of labour” which in fact, according to him, was
a “division of labourers.” 

Such discrimination gave rise to a social and
behavioural bias, and in the long run, led to the
“upward mobility” of the concept of caste. Since this
concept was used to allocate social roles such as one’s
profession in a hereditary manner, it restricted the
social mobility of those groups who were allotted
lower roles. This led to a lost individual identity of
the members of those groups and instead, in soli-
darity, gave rise to a “group identity.” In modern-day
India, we know these groups as SCs, STs, Other
Backward Classes (OBCs), women and religious
minorities.

A systemic problem: Our police force was also
not  immune to this virus. As caste and gender-based
discrimination grew in independent India, privileged
upper caste men, who were born, trained and nur-
tured in a favorable environment, filled the spaces
in our administration, including but not limited to,
our police force. The problem was further exempli-
fied when we inherited the colonial Indian Police
Act of 1861 and other such laws from British India.
The Act was brought in after the revolt of 1857 and
the purpose behind enacting it was, as David Arnold
says, “to establish control, coercion and surveillance
over the Indian subjects.”  So, lack of diversity, an
under-represented administration and a law based
on tyrannical ideologies became a perfect mishmash
for future discriminatory policing in India. This
would lay the foundation for perpetration of violence
and creation of an extremely patriarchal institution
that would survive for decades if not centuries. 

Institutionalised discrimination: What tran-

spired, as a consequence, years later, is the
institutionalisation of the very same dis-
crimination within our police force. An
institution becomes defunct if its work-
ing is entirely based on biased and
inequitable means. To command confi-
dence, trust and respect of the public, the
police administration in a democracy
must be diverse and must acknowledge
that people from different backgrounds
will bring with them skills, experiences
and perspectives that are vastly different
from others. However, the opposite is true
for India.  

Laws such as Abolition of
Discrimination under Article 17 of the
Constitution, SC/ST Prevention of
Atrocities Act and provisions for
Affirmative Action have by and large
remained symbolic. The Common Cause
report on Status of Policing in India, 2019,
reveals some shocking numbers. It shows
how the representation of SCs, STs, OBCs
and women is extremely poor in our police
forces. Reserved positions for such person-
nel have been vacant for years. The States
topping the list here are Haryana and UP.
Furthermore, it shows how such groups
are less likely to be posted at officer-level
ranks. They are also more likely to face
unequal distribution of work wherein they
are asked to do their seniors’ chores and
household work.

One out of four women police per-
sonnel reported the absence of a sexual
harassment committee in police stations
and one out of five reported the absence
of separate toilets for policewomen. States
like Bihar, Karnataka and Bengal have the
highest levels of institutional bias against
women in the forces. The report goes on
to state that senior police officers think that
“women are less hard-working, less effi-
cient and should focus on household
duties.” Data shows that policewomen are

given in-house tasks like maintaining reg-
isters, and so on, whereas, male person-
nel are given on-field investigation, law
and order, policing and patrolling tasks.
This has literally been normalised with-
in the working of our police administra-
tion, to an extent that it no more looks like
discrimination. Instead it is seen as rou-
tine division of work, based on
natural/biological capabilities. 

Shockingly many police personnel
think that Gender-Based Violence (GBV)
complaints are false and motivated. They
also say that members of the transgender
community, Muslims, Dalits and so on, are
more “naturally” prone to committing
crimes. Such institutionalised discrimina-
tion against caste and gender reasserts itself
like a vicious cycle. It also assists in exer-
cising a lot more political control on those
who are vulnerable. The way our police
reacts to caste and gender is a mirror
image of the political ideology ruling over
the State. It is a common phenomenon
that majoritarian governments who come
to power based on hyper-nationalism and
by using the rhetoric of religion, tend to
be a lot more misogynist, divisive and reli-
giously intolerant. 

Resultantly, constitutional morality
isn’t their source of power. The increas-
ing nature of politicisation of crimes
against women has gained momentum in
the last decade, ever since there has been
a rise in majoritarian politics. The 2019
report shows how police personnel almost
always face political pressure while inves-
tigating crimes that have political ramifi-
cations. If an honest police officer tries not
to be swayed by such an influence, he is
met with the “Black Sheep Effect.” This is
a process of evaluative upgrading of
“norm-compliant” members and evalua-
tive downgrading of “deviant” ones. So, the
deviant members are usually transferred

to locations where there is less digital and
media penetration so that their honesty
is less of a problem for the State. It is also
seen that there are certain areas where
political control is exercised more effec-
tively with the help of the police. In the
areas where the majority population is
from the Dalit or minority community, the
police infrastructure is in shambles. There
is a greater lack of adequate training, dig-
ital accessibility, vehicles and funding pro-
vided to the police. In such a situation,
crimes either go unreported or are met
with State-sponsored violence in police
stations.   

Creating such systemic barriers, over
a long period of time, for people who have
been historically discriminated against
leads to a situation of internalised oppres-
sion. Paulo Freire, a renowned educator,
in his Pedagogy of the Oppressed, says, “The
oppressed, having internalised the image
of the oppressor and adopted his guide-
lines, are fearful of freedom.” This fear acts
as an incentive for political control.
Control on what is reported, what is not
reported and how reported cases are dealt
with. It is almost like an echo-chamber that
incentivises political oppression. 

Expecting that such an institution,
where discrimination and victimisation is
normalised against its own members
and has been historically used as a polit-
ical sidekick, would do justice by protect-
ing those outside the institution against the
same evil forces, is simply living in an alter-
nate reality. Public outrage has been mis-
placed in so far as it consistently demands
political reform. The following state-
ment by Ambedkar is of huge significance,
“There is a need for social reform before
political reform and the latter cannot hap-
pen without the former.” 

(The writer is from the National Law
University, Visakhapatnam)
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There was a deliberate smashing
of pots; people making a clam-
our. This may be an illustration

of a population experiencing trau-
matic shock. It might have been done
in panic but also might have been
done to somehow disturb and clear
the air,” Hays wrote about a supposed
act of an angry God when he
described the plague in his book
Epidemics and Pandemics: Their
Impact on Human History. But he
could have been writing about us in
the present day and our initial
attempts to keep away a disease that
has yet not been properly under-
stood. 

“The mask is a tool to make us
weak.” Our attention turned towards
the driver as he detailed the complex

inter-relationship between carbon
dioxide (CO2) and the mask. His
logic was, as we exhale CO2, the
mask forces us to inhale it back,
thereby weakening our body’s
immune system. This was a novel
conspiracy theory in a world filled
with absurd theories about the pan-
demic.

Over ten months into the out-
break, the inventory of rumours
related to the contagion has managed
to transcend boundaries. Creative
and inane, such stories multiply as
the pandemic refuses to release its
grip. While in the early days, most
conversations veered around the
potency of the virus and the multi-
tude of ways to cure oneself of this
dreaded pandemic, they now tend to
dismiss the disease as “just another
flu.” The apparent casualness flies in
the face of conventional analysis as
awareness about the disease is
immense and Indians who lived
through the difficult times of the
lockdown are cognisant of its life-
threatening effects.

However, the current predilec-
tion of not wearing masks also
comes associated with the sense of

fatality and fatigue, having under-
gone painful job losses and social
stigma for the past few months.
Varying from, “It is all God’s will” to
“Nothing will happen to me” to “We
have all caught the disease” to “God
cannot kill all the poor” to “If it hap-
pens, it happens” to “We don’t have
money to buy a mask” and a multi-
tude of other reasons, the almost uni-
versal lack of interest in wearing a
face cover hides an important detail
about our social lives. People have
been hit hard by the economic
impact of the crisis and most have no
other option but to step out. They
cannot stay in and worry about wear-
ing a mask or maintaining social dis-
tancing. They are more concerned
about filling their stomachs and
meeting their financial needs.

In many ways, the fear of the
pandemic, coupled with the spread
of fake news in this era of social
media and messaging platforms,
have led to revisionist theories that
at once declare the impact of the
Coronavirus a hoax while also pan-
dering to the fear of its supposed
effects. 

With millions falling prey, there

is an outcry that this generation is
paying for its sins. However, William
Dunbar said it best when he wrote
that, “The fear of death disturbs me”
in the Lament for the Makers, sug-
gesting perhaps that the human race
has faced such threats throughout
history. And those dark moments
were unique as humanity did not
have an answer then just as it does-
n’t have one now. People in those
dark days were prone to succumbing
to fear as the rise of a disease, cut-
ting through society without any dis-
crimination, results in helplessness
among the rich and the poor alike.
This causal relationship between
disease and sin is seen also in Greek
literary texts, such as Homer’s Iliad
and Sophocles’ Oedipus the King.
Iliad opens with a plague visited
upon the Greek camp at Troy to pun-
ish them for Agamemnon’s enslave-
ment of Chryseis.

Humankind has time and again
let this fear turn into panic, over-
whelming all traces of rationality.
This facilitates easier propagation of
fake news in the community. The
feedback surrounding the myths
and legends over managing COVID

also borders on the absurd. Just as the
CO2 theory propounded by the dri-
ver, more such theories abound in
the markets of Bengaluru, Chennai,
Pune and Delhi, ranging from guz-
zling copious amounts of alcohol, to
being safe in one’s locality, to stop-
ping the consumption of fruits as
they are known to carry the virus.
The list is endless, and each country,
State, city and locality has added a
twist to these stories. The challenge
for people working in the frontline
is to sift through the rumours and
convey basic truths about the pan-
demic and its causes. 

However, as we see more com-
placency creep in, it would do good
to understand the underlying fear
and weariness that communities are
suffering from. For the moment, they
face a gun-shaped thermal scanner,
an oximeter and endless surveys that
have fatigued them. Then there is the
unfortunate spread of stigma of an
uncommon but not unmanageable
disease and the mishandling of dis-
semination in this very real public
health crisis. 

The need of the hour is to
aggressively push for an overarching

campaign that involves all stakehold-
ers and myriad activities such as
posters, stickers, banners, wall paint-
ings, murals, street theatre, songs,
tableaus, announcement from reli-
gious places, radio campaigns, tele-
vision ads and as many creative out-
lets as possible. 

As we learn from this crisis, it
will bode well to recall that literature
has been humanity’s constant com-
panion though long periods of
uncertainty. And often, when a pan-
demic hit humankind, there was not
much that could be done then as it
is now. 

The only effective measure back
then was what is known today as
social distancing and quarantine of
the sick which, according to
Procopius, the principal Byzantine
historian, was done voluntarily by
individuals. In this current age, we
can strive to be a step ahead, promote
social distancing, wear masks and
ensure better hygiene in a manner
that was not possible in ancient
times. 

(Sharma is a faculty at Azim
Premji University and Bhaskar is an
independent researcher)
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Moscow: Russian authorities
have reported a record 14,000
new coronavirus cases , the lat-
est daily spike in infections.

Russia, which has the
world’s fourth-largest confirmed
coronavirus caseload of more
than 1.3 million, has been
reporting over 10,000 new cases
for 11 straight days, The 14,231
new infections on Wednesday is
the highest number since the
beginning of the pandemic.

Most of the virus restric-
tions in the county have been
lifted over the summer. Despite
the rapid resurgence of the out-
break, Russian authorities have
dismissed suggestions of a sec-
ond national lockdown.

In Moscow, which has been
reporting over 4,000 new cases
every day since Saturday, offi-
cials recommended that the
elderly to self-isolate at home
and ordered employers to have
30 per cent of their staff work
from home.  AP

Yangon: Three election candi-
dates from Myanmar’s ruling
National League for Democracy
party were abducted Wednesday
by an unknown armed group in
the western state of Rakhine, a
party official said.

Min Aung, a member of the
Rakhine state parliament, Ni Ni
May Myint, a lower house mem-
ber of the national parliament,
and Chit Chit Chaw, a candidate
running for the national upper
house, were abducted during a
campaign trip to villages in
Taungup township, NLD party
official Monywa Aung Shin
said. Elections are scheduled for
Nov. 8. 

“We don’t know exactly
which armed group abducted
them. But it’s likely to be one
group but I can’t confirm it for
now,” Monywa Aung Shin said
by phone.

Myo Nyunt, an NLD party
spokesman, also said the party
could not confirm who the kid-

nappers were.
Since 2018, Rakhine state

has been embroiled in a bitter
armed struggle between the
government and the Arakan
Army, which seeks self-deter-
mination for the region’s
Rakhine ethnic minority.
Myanmar has more than a
dozen minorities seeking some
kind of autonomy, but the well-
trained and well-armed Arakan
Army is considered to pose the
greatest military threat. Human
rights groups have accused gov-
ernment forces of abuses against
civilians in their fight against the
Arakan Army, which has also
been accused of abuses.

While no one has claimed
responsibility for the abduc-
tions, the Arakan Army has
gained notoriety for capturing
officials and other civilians
and exploiting their victims for
propaganda purposes by
showing videos of them on
social media. AP

Kampala: Armed police on
Wednesday “besieged” the cam-
paign headquarters of Bobi
Wine, a pop star and politician
who is seeking Uganda’s presi-
dency in elections set for 2021,
an opposition figure said.

Police confiscated items
such as security cameras and
supplies of red berets that are
symbols of Wine’s popular cam-
paign, David Lewis Rubongoya,
an official with Wine’s party
who is at the scene in the
Ugandan capital, Kampala, told

The Associated Press.
“They have taken away

everything,” he said.
Wine, a legislator whose

real name is Kyagulanyi
Ssentamu, was meeting with
other leaders of his National
Unity Platform party when the
police swooped in and cor-
doned off the area, he said.

Wine and other party offi-
cials have not been arrested, he
said. But in a Twitter post Wine
reported that “comrades had
been injured” after police “raid-

ed” his headquarters and seized
documents and other items.

A police spokesman did not
immediately respond to ques-
tions, but authorities frequent-
ly accuse Wine and others in the
opposition of disobeying orders
aimed at protecting public
peace.

Wine, who has been arrest-
ed many times in recent years,
has captured the imagination of
many Ugandans with his per-
sistent calls for President Yoweri
Museveni to retire. AP

Islamabad: Pakistan’s military
on Wednesday said a soldier
was killed and another wound-
ed in the country’s northwest by
fire from across the Afghan bor-
der, a sign of increasing violence
in an area that until recent years
served as a base for Pakistani
and foreign militants.

The attack hit a border
security post in Bajur district, a
former tribal region of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province. The
military statement said the
shooting came from the
Afghan side of the frontier, and

did not speculate on who was
behind the attack.

Similar cross-border attacks
in Bajur district killed two
Pakistani soldiers in July and
September, respectively.

Pakistan’s border areas
served as a base for the Pakistani
Taliban and other militants
until a few years ago, when the
army said it cleared the region
of insurgents, but occasional
attacks have continued.  AP

Beijing: Chinese President Xi
Jinping has visited the head-
quarters of the Marine Corps,
a new force being developed by
the Chinese military to back up
its navy’s manifold expansion
with overseas logistics bases,
and asked it to turn into an inte-
grated, capable, flexible and
fast-responding elite force.

Xi, who is Chairman of the
Central Military Commission
(CMC) - the overall high com-
mand of the military, besides
being the President and the
General Secretary of the ruling
Communist Party, on Tuesday
inspected the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) Navy
Marine Corps in Chaozhou,
south China’s Guangdong
Province, official media here
reported.

This was Xi’s first visit to

the headquarters of the Marine
Corps, which was overhauled in
2017 and became part of the
PLA Navy during the military
reform launched by him in
2015, state-run China Daily
reported on Wednesday.

Under the reform, the PLA
slashed three lakh troops from
the army and focussed expan-
sion on navy and the air force
as part of China’s efforts to
enhance its global influence.

In 2017, the Hong Kong-
based South China Morning
Post reported that China plans
to increase the size of its marine
corps from 20,000 to one lakh
personnel for overseas deploy-
ment including Gwadar port in
Pakistan and military logistics
base in Djibouti in the Indian
Ocean.

The expansion is planned

to protect China’s maritime
lifelines and its growing inter-
ests overseas, the report said.

In his interaction with the
Marine Corps commanders,
Xi asked them to concentrate
on fostering their troops’ com-
bat preparedness and stay on
high alert.

More realistic battle train-
ing must be carried out to
enhance skills and more efforts
should be made to innovate in
terms of combat theories, train-
ing methods and task planning,
he said.

He stressed that the Marine
Corps is an elite amphibious
fighting force that shoulders sig-
nificant responsibilities in safe-
guarding national sovereignty
and territorial integrity as well
as China’s maritime rights and
overseas interests. PTI

Melbourne: The Great
Barrier Reef in Australia,
which is the largest reef sys-
tem in the world, has lost
more than half of its coral
population in the past three
decades, according to a new
study.

The research, published
in the journal Proceedings of

the Royal Society B, assessed
coral communities and their
colony size along the length of
the Great Barrier Reef
between 1995 and 2017, and
found that small, medium,
and large corals have all
declined in the period. 

“We measured changes in
colony sizes because popula-
tion studies are important
for understanding demogra-
phy and the corals’ capacity to
breed,” said Andy Dietzel, a
co-author of the study from
the ARC Centre of Excellence
for Coral Reef Studies
(CoralCoE) in Australia.

“We found the number
of small, medium and large
corals on the Great Barrier
Reef has declined by more
than 50 per cent since the
1990s,” said Terry Hughes,
another co-author of the
study from CoralCoE.

According to the study,
the decline occurred in both
shallow and deeper water,
and across virtually all
species — but especially in
branching and table-shaped
corals.  PTI 

Washington: China and the far
left are “desperate” for Joe
Biden’s win as the Democratic
presidential candidate will “sur-
render” jobs to China,
President Donald Trump said
as he returned to the battle-
ground State of Pennsylvania
after being treated for COVID-
19.

In his first political rally in
Pennsylvania, which sends 20
electoral college votes, after he
was tested positive for COVID-
19, Trump on Tuesday hit hard
at his political opponent, alleg-
ing that the former vice presi-
dent is known for “surrender”.

“Biden will eliminate tariffs
on China. He’s already said he’s
going to take the tariffs off
China. There goes your steel
industry. There goes your alu-
minum industry. There goes
everything. Allowing them to
plunder without consequence,”
he said, addressing thousands
of his supporters in Johnstown,
Pennsylvania.

“The one constant in
Biden’s platform is surrender.

He surrenders. He surrenders,
whether it’s China, whether it’s
Cuba. How about Cuba? How
about the deal they made with
Cuba? How bad was that one?
I ended it,” he said.

“That’s why both China
and the far left are desperate for
a Biden win because he will
surrender our jobs to China.
China will own the US if that
sleepy guy gets the position,
okay,” Trump said.

Tump said that over the
next four years, he will make
America into the manufactur-
ing superpower of the world. 

“And we’ll end our reliance
on China once and for all.
That’s already happening. We’ll
hire more police, increased
penalties for assault on law
enforcement, and we will ban
deadly sanctuary cities that
people don’t want,” he said.

“Unlike ‘sleepy’ Joe Biden,
I will never abandon our
nation, and I would never
abandon its values. My goal is
not to make friends in the DC
swamp. My goal is to fight for

you and fight for your family,”
said the president amidst
applause from thousands of his
supporters who came to listen
him at a local airport, ignoring
the social distancing restric-
tions of COVID-19.

Trump, 74, said while in
2017, he signed a historic exec-
utive order making it official
government policy to buy
American and hire American,
his opponent has put forward
a radical plan to eliminate US
borders by implementing catch
and release programmes that
he ended.

“Do you know what catch
and release is? You catch a mur-
derer, you catch a rapist com-
ing across our border, and you
release him. Catch, you catch
him and release him. And you
say, I’m sorry, three years from
now, please come back for a
court case. Nobody comes
back,” he said.

“Imposing deadly sanctu-
ary cities and suspending all
removals. They don’t want any
removals. This is what Biden
agreed to with crazy Bernie
Sanders. 

“When you have people
that are in this country illegal-
ly, even if they’re murderers, if
they’re rapists, no matter what
they are, you can’t remove
them. We’ve removed tens of
thousands of people, including
MS-13,” he said. PTI

�����������
����<����������
���� �������	��*�1���

Washington: President
Donald Trump will feature in
a televised town hall Thursday
on NBC News, the network
said, setting up a direct sched-
uling clash with rival Joe Biden
who had already planned his
own version.

The two were originally
meant to have been meeting
for their second debate on
Thursday evening. Instead,
they will be simultaneously,
but separately, talking to vot-
ers in TV studios -- NBC for
Trump and ABC for Biden.

Trump will be in Miami,
the network said, while Biden,
who had already booked his
appearance last week, will be
in Philadelphia.

Their scheduled debate

had also been designed as a
town hall where the two can-
didates would have fielded
questions from voters, but
this was upended after Trump
contracted the coronavirus.

Debate organizers said
they wanted to switch the for-
mat to a virtual appearance,
for safety reasons, and Trump
refused, forcing cancellation of
the event.

NBC News said
Wednesday it had received a
statement from the clinical
director at the National
Institutes of Health and lead
infectious diseases expert
Anthony Fauci that they had
“a high degree of confidence”
that Trump is now “not shed-
ding infectious virus.” AFP
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Washington: US Supreme
Court nominee Amy Coney
Barrett insisted Tuesday that she
had no fixed views on hot-but-
ton legal issues as Democrats
painted her as President Donald
Trump’s vehicle to end abortion
rights and kill the popular
Obamacare health program.

In the second day of hear-
ings on her hurried nomination,
Barrett, who if approved will tilt
the high court decisively to the
right, told lawmakers she would
put personal and religious
beliefs aside when deciding
landmark cases.

But the 48-year-old judge
and devout Catholic could not
escape accusations from
Democrats on the Senate
Judiciary Committee that she
was chosen to  achieve Trump’s
dream to nullify the Affordable
Care Act of predecessor Barack
Obama, which extended cheap
health care to millions of unin-
sured Americans.

Likewise, Democrats said
she was also picked to lead the
court to overturn the land-
mark 1973 Roe v. Wade deci-
sion, which guarantees abortion
rights.

“President Trump promised
to name a Supreme Court
Justice ... who would tear down
the Affordable Care Act,”
Kamala Harris, the Democratic

candidate for vice president, said
to Barrett.

The ACA’s benefits, she
said, “hinge on this seat and the
outcome of this hearing.”

But after more than nine
hours of questioning, Barrett
held her ground.

“I made no promises to
anyone. I don’t have any agen-
da,” she insisted.

“Judges can’t just wake up
one day and say ‘I have an agen-
da. I like guns, I hate guns, I like
abortion, I hate abortion,’ and
walk in like a royal queen and
impose their will on the world,”
Barrett said.

“It’s not the law of Amy, it’s
the law of the American people.”

After liberal icon Ruth
Bader Ginsburg’s death last
month left the nine-member
court with a vacancy, Trump has
rushed to fill it at the height of
his presidential election battle
against Democrat Joe Biden.  

A respected Notre Dame
law professor but with only
three years as an appeals court
judge, Barrett is supported by
conservatives for her personal
opposition to abortion.

Her confirmation by the
Republican-controlled com-
mittee after two more days of
hearings, and by the full Senate
before the end of October,
remained near-certain. AFP
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Two Afghan army heli-
copters collided while

transporting wounded soldiers
in the southern Helmand
province, killing nine Afghan
service members, the country’s
Defense Ministry and local
officials said Wednesday.

The two Soviet-era Mi-17
helicopters crashed due to tech-
nical problems while taking off
in Nawa district, the Afghan

Defense Ministry statement
said.

The nine dead were all
Afghan crew and soldiers who
had been on board the aircraft.

Omer Zwak, a spokesman
for Helmand’s provincial gov-
ernor, said the helicopters were
carrying wounded soldiers
when they crashed late
Tuesday.

He said that over the past
week, Taliban fighters have
launched coordinated attacks
in different parts of Helmand

province, which have intensi-
fied in recent days.

Three local officials in
Helmand province said the
helicopters were deploying
Afghan commandos to repel a
Taliban attack in Nawa district,
and were evacuating wounded
soldiers on their return flight.

The Afghan officials spoke
on condition of anonymity
because they were not autho-
rized to speak to the media
about military activities. 
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Mumbai: Amid the jump seen
in unified payment interface
(UPI) transactions, a digital
economy professor closely
aligned with the ruling BJP on
Wednesday claimed that the
shift to this mode has helped
India save over 0.10 per cent of
GDP from going out of the
country.  The uptick in trans-
actions, which touched 1.8 bil-
lion in September, has also
helped the economy from an
“enablement” perspective,
Arvind Gupta, a professor of
digital economy who spear-
headed BJP’s national tech-
nology department for three
consecutive terms, told
reporters.

The comments come amid
a 10 per cent surge in UPI
transactions by quantum of
money transacted to Rs 3.29
lakh crore in September as
against August this year, as
more people switch to digital
payments amid the pandemic.

“From the research hat
that I wear, I can tell you that
the initial study suggests that
just by using UPI payments, we
have saved upwards of 0.10 per
cent of GDP which remains
back in the country,” Gupta said
at an event organised by the
fintech Earlysalary. PTI
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India is expected to have
60,000 start-ups and 100

companies with valuation of
over USD 1 billion by 2025, a
TiE Global report, in associa-
tion with Zinnov, released on
Wednesday said.

The report observed that
business recovery of start-ups
is back on track after the lock-
down.

However, 12-15 per cent of
start-ups are facing risk of sur-
vival and a similar percentage
of start-ups have closed their
business.

“Despite being in the
biggest pandemic we have had,
India is going to create same
numbers of unicorn in 2020 as
we did in 2018 and 2019,
which is a testament of our
strong ecosystem,” TiE Delhi-
NCR president Rajan Anandan
said while sharing the findings
of the report.

“We do believe that India
is on track to have 60,000
start-up by 2025. We are well
on track to have 100 unicorns

in India by 2025,” he added.
He said investments are

also on track for recovery.
TiE Global is a non-prof-

it organization devoted to
entrepreneurs in all industries.

There are around 38,000
active start-ups, out of which 26
are unicorns. 

The start-up ecosystem in
India had attracted USD 14.5
billion of funding in 2019, the
report titled ‘Covid-19 and the
antifragility of Indian startup
ecosystem’ said.

The report said start-ups
are expected to create 1.5 to 1.6
million jobs by 2025.

The study included most of
the business data till the end of
February and compared it with
data till the end of September,
Anandan said.

According to the report,
direct job creation in the start-
up ecosystem will remain flat
in 2020 as about 25,000 jobs in
several sectors like hospitality,
mobility, among others, have
been lost, while a similar num-
ber of jobs have been created in
some sectors like edutech, com-
munications, online fitness,
among others, .
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All four labour codes are
likely to be implemented in

one go from April 1, the begin-
ning of the next fiscal year,
Labour Secretary Apurva
Chandra said on Wednesday.

Parliament in its just con-
cluded session passed three
labour code bills:  the Industrial
Relations (IR) Code, the Social
Security Code, and the
Occupational Safety, Health
and Working Conditions Code
(OSH).

The Wage Code Bill, 2019
was passed by Parliament last
year.

Last month, Labour
Minister Santosh Gangwar had
said that efforts would be made
to complete the labour reforms
by implementing the all four
labour codes by December this
year.

The labour ministry had
circulated the draft rules on the
Wage Code Bill last year but
held back its finalisation and
implementation. The ministry
wanted to implement all the
four codes and rules under
those in one go as all of them
are inter-linked.

Talking to reporters,
Chandra said, “We have start-
ed work on firming up draft
rules of the recently passed
three labour codes in
Parliament. We are trying to
notify draft rules by middle of
November to seek feedback. We
will give 45 days time for feed-
back.”He further said that the
four codes are likely to be
implemented from April 1, with
notification of firmed-up rules.
After the passage of a legislation
in Parliament, it is sent for the
President of India’s assent. The
three codes on IR, OSH and
social security have already got
assent of the President of India.
A law comes into force after
notification of rules.

Initially, draft rules under
a law is notified with a stipu-
lated time period (45 days) to
receive feedback. Thereafter,
these rules are finalised and
implemented for bringing the
law into force. Chandra said the
labour ministry is expected to
get the feedback on three codes
on IR, OSH and social securi-
ty by December-end and thus
it would take some time to
analyse that for firming up the
rules.
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The Reserve Bank of India
on Wednesday launched

the latest round of its quarter-
ly Order Books, Inventories
and Capacity Utilisation Survey
(OBICUS) of the manufactur-
ing sector which will provide
valuable inputs for monetary
policy formulation. 

“The survey (Round 51) is
for the reference period July-
September 2020 (Q2:2020-21),”
the central bank said in a state-
ment. 

The RBI has been con-
ducting the OBICUS of the
manufacturing sector on a
quarterly basis since 2008.  

The information collected
in the survey includes quanti-
tative data on new orders
received during the reference
quarter, backlog of orders at the
beginning of the quarter, pend-
ing orders at the end of the
quarter, and total inventories
with a breakup between work-
in-progress and finished goods
inventories.   “The level of
capacity utilisation is estimat-
ed from these responses.  The
survey provides valuable input
for monetary policy formula-
tion,” the RBI said. 
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Housing and Urban Affairs
Secretary Durga Shanker

Mishra on Wednesday asked
states to reduce stamp duty on
registration of properties as it
will help reduce the overall real
estate cost and boost housing
sales. Addressing a webinar
organised by CREDAI in col-
laboration with Nangia
Andersen India, Mishra said
the government has taken var-
ious measures in the past six
years for revival of this sector
such as enactment of realty law
RERA.

The finance ministry as
well as the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) have taken sever-
al steps during the lockdown to
address the concern of the real
estate sector, he added.

“Measures taken during
the past six years and also dur-
ing the lockdown have started
showing results,” Mishra said.

The secretary noted that
the property registrations in
Mumbai, Maharashtra, have
improved and are back to pre-
COVID-19 level.

He said the Maharashtra
government has taken a good
decision to reduce the stamp
duty, and many builders have
decided to absorb the balance
to incentivise the homebuyers.

“We have also written to
all the states. I am also follow-
ing up with different principal
secretaries and secretaries of
the states to see if they can
come up with such move which
will help reduce cost,” Mishra
said.

The secretary said the
real estate is one of the most
important components of the
Indian economy having
immense contribution in the
country’s gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) and employment
genMishra asked builders to
utilise this pandemic time to
retrospect and see how they
can reduce cost and adopt
innovative technologies for
sustainable and inclusive devel-
opment. He asked realtors to
participate in the government’s
newly launched Affordable
Rental Housing Complexes
(ARHC) scheme for migrant
workers.
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India’s public debt ratio, which
remarkably remained stable

at around 70 per cent of the
GDP since 1991, is projected to
jump by 17 percentage points
to nearly 90 per cent because of
increase in public spending
due to COVID-19, the IMF
said on Wednesday.

“In our projections, the
increase in public spending, in
response to COVID-19, and
the fall in tax revenues and
economic activity, will make
public debt jump up by 17 per-
centage points to almost 90 per
cent of GDP,” Vitor Gaspar,
Director of the IMF’s Fiscal
Affairs Department told PTI.

“Going forward it is pro-
jected to stabilise in 2021,
before slowly declining up to
the end of the projection peri-
od, in 2025.

Broadly speaking the pat-
tern of public debt in India is
close to the norm around the
world,” he said.

According to Gaspar,
India’s public debt ratio has
been remarkably stable since
1991. It is interesting to note
that the debt ratio has been sta-

ble at around 70 per cent of
GDP over the past decade, he
said.

Responding to a question
about his assessment of the fis-
cal situation of India, Gasper
said India has been an impor-
tant source of growth in the
world since the 1991 econom-
ic liberalisation reforms.

Real GDP growth aver-
aged 6.5 per cent between 1991
to 2019, and real GDP per capi-
ta was multiplied by four over
that period. This impressive
growth performance helped
lift millions of people out of
extreme poverty, he said.

The extreme poverty rate,
measured as the proportion of
people whose income is less
than USD 1.90 a day at pur-
chasing power parity (the inter-
national poverty line), fell from
45 per cent in 1993 to 13 per
cent by 2015 (date of the latest
full extrapolation by the World
Bank available – last full eval-
uation, based on household
surveys, goes back to 2011), he
said.

India achieved the millen-
nium development goal of
halving poverty by 2015 (from
its 1990 level), he said.

���� ����	

Equity indices defied gravi-
ty for the tenth session on

the trot on Wednesday as a fag-
end rally in banking and finan-
cial counters helped offset prof-
it-booking in IT stocks.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
opened on a weak note but
gained ground in the last hour
of trade to finish at 40,794.74,
up 169.23 points or 0.42 per
cent.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty rose 36.55 points or 0.31
per cent to 11,971.05.

Bajaj Finserv led the Sensex
gainers chart, spurting 3.87
per cent, followed by Bajaj
Finance, ICICI Bank, IndusInd
Bank, SBI, Tata Steel, Axis
Bank, L&T and HDFC.

On the other hand, NTPC,
ONGC, PowerGrid, Tech
Mahindra, Infosys, ITC and
HCL Tech were among the
major laggards, dropping up to
4.35 per cent. 

Announcing its results
post market hours, Infosys said

its consolidated net profit grew
by 20.5 per cent to Rs 4,845
crore for the September quar-
ter, while it has raised revenue
forecast to 2-3 per cent for
FY21. 

“Initially, the benchmark
indices opened in red on the
back of unsupportive global
cues. Besides, the news of IMF
lowering its growth forecast for
India for the second time in
four months was also weighing
on the sentiment. 

However, a sudden surge
mainly in the banking and
financial counters changed the
tone and helped Nifty to pare
all its losses and close near
11,970 levels. On the flip side,
IT, oil and gas and power trad-
ed subdued. 

“The rebound is on the
expected lines and we expect
further surge ahead.
Participants should keep a
close watch on earnings
announcements as well as glob-
al markets for cues. We reiter-
ate our view to maintain extra
caution in the selection of
trades due to limited partici-
pation and prevailing volatili-
ty,” said Ajit Mishra, VP -
Research, Religare Broking.
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With the gradual lifting of
lockdown restrictions,

housing demand in the July-
September quarter improved
and the sale of residential prop-
erties increased by around 38
per cent during the period in
Delhi-National Capital Region,
according to a JLL report.

A total of 3,112 housing
units were sold during the
period under review, com-
pared to 2,250 units sold in the
April-June quarter.

As per the report, most of
this traction was witnessed in
Noida, which contributed near-
ly 48 per cent to the overall
sales, as it caters to all price seg-
ments. Noida was followed by
Ghaziabad constituting 31 per
cent of the sales and it mainly
caters to the mid and affordable
segments.

Gurugram accounted for
nearly one-fifth of the overall
sales during this quarter.

“The quarter saw a prefer-
ence for ready-to-move-in pro-
jects by reputed developers.
The affordable and mid seg-
ment projects garnered more
interest from the homebuyers

as compared to high-end and
luxury projects,” it said.

The emerging corridors of
suburban markets such as
Noida-Greater Noida
Expressway, Golf Course
Extension Road and Dwarka
Expressway in Gurugram con-
tinue to drive sales on the
back of expected augmentation
in physical and social infra-
structure in these markets.

Given the current busi-
ness environment, developers
exercised restraint and caution
in launching new projects, JLL
said.

Three projects were
launched during the third
quarter in the region, two in
Gurugram and one in Noida.

“While the launches were
in high-end and upper mid
segments in Gurugram, the
project in Noida catered to the
mid segment buyers,” the
report said.

Real estate developers con-
tinue to focus on offloading the
existing unsold inventory and
completing the projects under
construction. Prices remained
range-bound across most of the
submarkets within Delhi-NCR
during the quarter.

The Hon’ble Union Minister
of Rural Development, Shri

Narendra Singh Tomar, was
presented the final dividend
cheque of �97.52 crore for the
year 2019-20, by Shri M.
Nagaraj, Director (Corporate
Planning) HUDCO.

Present on the occasion were
Shri Nagendra Nath Sinha,

Secretary MoRD, Shri D.
Guhan, Director (Finance)
HUDCO and other senior offi-
cials. 

The Ministry of Rural
Development with a 20.73%

share holding has received a
total dividend of �128.65
crore.

In its Golden Jubilee year,
HUDCO has made an all-time
high dividend payout of 31%
amounting to �620.59 crore for
the year 2019-20. 

HUDCO also paid divi-
dend of �428.68 crore to
Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affair (MoHUA), and �63.26
core to public shareholders.
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The rupee managed to pare
intra-day losses to settle

higher by a marginal 4 paise
at 73.31 against the US dol-
lar on Wednesday, tracking
upbeat Asian peers and late
buying in domestic equities.

At the interbank forex
market, the rupee traded in a
narrow range. It opened at
73.39 against the US dollar
and hit an intra-day high of
73.28 and a low of 73.47. The
Indian currency finally settled
for the day at 73.31 against
the greenback, higher by 4
paise over its previous close
of 73.35 - logging its first gain
in three days. The dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength against a
basket of six currencies, fell
0.06 per cent to 93.47.
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The COVID-19 pandemic continues to
prove to be a tough time for everyone,

especially the frontline workers. The police
department has been faced with grave chal-
lenges as they continue to provide assistance
and protect citizens on a round-the-clock
basis. While many are undergoing treatment
after contracting the Coronavirus, many have
succumbed to the health crisis while on duty.

During the lockdown, Diana Penty
extended a helping hand to police authori-
ties in Byculla to
distribute essen-
tial equipment to
keep health risks
at bay. With the
aim to provide
them with hand
sanitisers and eye-
wear, she came up
with The Khaki
Project initiative.
In association
with Salaam
B o m b a y
Foundation, the
actor has raised
more than �17
lakh to provide
safety essentials to 5,800 police personnel
across 34 police stations in Mumbai.

Taking to Instagram, she announced the
development. Thanking everyone for their
support in raising the amount, she wrote,
“Thank you from every corner of my heart
to each and everyone of you for your gener-
ous contribution towards The Khaki Project.
Your love and support is what kept us going.
A special shout-out to  Salaam Bombay
Foundation for all the assistance in making
this happen. More power to you guys. We are
truly grateful for all the things we could
accomplish with your kindness.”

As the war against the pandemic contin-
ues, Diana’s noble gestures have surely
inspired many across the nation to do their
bit to help those working who are tirelessly
working on the frontline.

�What would you say about the Lotus
Make-up India Fashion Week (LMIFW)
2020 under the shadow of the
Coronavirus pandemic? How is it differ-
ent?

The India Fashion Week has always
been a wonderful affair. However, this year,
it has been a learning experience as well
as a challenging one for all of us. The
restricted movement and social distancing
has given the industry a new format — a
digital space with grand virtual sets and
immersive technologies that will surely
build a bridge between the physical and
digital spaces. At ‘Ashima Leena’ (AL), we
have been working meticulously to create
our collection and have re-engineered our
workspace where social distancing and all
safety guidelines are being followed.

LMIFW 2020 is different in many
aspects. There are more details this time.
The digital presentation helps a brand to
convey a story and also becomes accessi-
ble to a wider audience, increasing the
reach of brands as well as designers.

�What were the underlying challenges
while holding a grand show like this
online?

Well, what poses itself as a challenge
today becomes a norm tomorrow. Curating
a grand show like this online for the first
time was certainly very challenging.
However, with the supportive and hard-
working team of the FDCI, the entire expe-
rience has been creaseless. As we were try-
ing to adapt to using technology to show-
case our designs, it also became more
inspiring to watch how the show came to
life with various added elements — visu-
als, music, videography — all in sync to cre-
ate the magic for us. With key elements in
mind that tell the story of Ashima Leena
such as styling, jewellery, choreography and
make-up, we have created our digital show
that showcases ‘the art of textile crafting’
with signature AL styles.

�What do you think is the new face of
fashion? 

The new face of fashion is definitely
digital. New formats have been re-imag-
ined, the entire concept of fashion is being
revisited due to the pandemic. I believe
with less physical contact, the best way to
reach out to our customers is online. 

�What have you brought to the table this
time? Can you take us through your col-

lection?
This collection is a tribute to the skilled

craftsmen and weavers of our rich textile
industry who are struggling for their
livelihood today. We have been working
with them for the last three decades. The
unseen hands of the weavers who have
worked relentlessly for decades together
have helped bring the brand where it is

today. Their support has truly been
immeasurable.

This showcase of our Couture
Collection 2020 is titled, Umme Rabab,
which represents the serenity and the divin-
ity of a woman, who is known for her beau-
ty, eloquence and wisdom. She proved to
be the epitome of a modern maharani
(queen), who is strong-willed and dedicat-

ed but doused in softness and femininity.
The collection combines delicate hand
embroidery in the form of meticulously
curated textiles with classic AL Maharani
silhouettes. Through our interpretation, we
aspire to reflect a poetic flow in volume,
layers and impeccable garment construc-
tion, which characterises the unique beau-
ty of Umme Rabab.

The art of textile crafting is the signa-
ture style of my label. It’s a magical mix of
different kinds of weaves put together to
create breathtaking patterns. The collection
comprises of re-interpreted, lengthened
jackets that can be worn with any of the
classic silhouettes, peplums, circular lehen-
gas, appliqué delicate sarees with jewelled
tassels with chanderi and brocade-woven
Odhni along with antique gold fabrics. We
have used a million tiny hand-embroidered
beads and intricately-appliquéd brocades
that highlight our legacy of fine craftsman-
ship. Our brilliant selection of hues trans-
form texture into a chromatic scale of mag-
ical colours, exuding an old-world charm.
Mustard, muted turmeric, soft dusky pink,
ivory, pomegranate red, iron black, beat-
en gold, bold pinks, deep emerald, sand-
like beige are some of the shades which
come together to create the colour palette
of this diverse collection.

The fabric has a blend of many hues
and colours, which renders an inimitable
uniqueness to the outfits. The collection has
interplays of dexterous applique work
with brocade fabrics, delicate French knots
and detailed zardozi embroidery. 

�Given a massive crisis like this year, how
do you think the fashion industry can be
better prepared to face such challenges
in the future?

Today, as the world is learning to live
in new ways, there are many who are strug-
gling and trying to cope with the changes
this pandemic has brought to all our lives.
One of the most affected sections has been
of the karigars (craftsworkers) and weavers
of our country. We are now supporting
them in every possible way. We stand in
solidarity with them during these tough
times. There are millions of looms across
India that are engaged in weaving cotton,
silk and other natural fibers to bring out
the traditional beauty of India’s spectacu-
lar heritage. Many generations of weavers
have been dependent on this art of weav-
ing and for decades it has provided liveli-
hood to their families. Weavers and spe-
cialised textile craftsmen of our country
have helped in keeping alive Indian her-
itage with various techniques of weaving
and textile crafting. As we face challenges,
we are also given an opportunity to rein-
vent and reimagine new and improved
ways of working. I feel whenever there will
be a challenge or such an obstacle, we will
find ways again to face them and to work
around them as it is imperative to support
one another in difficult times like these.

(The show is scheduled on October 16.)
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In 2007, as part of the Commonwealth
Games 2010 planning, it had been

proposed that a road be built through
what we now know as Sunder Nursery
to connect Lodhi Road with Ring
Road. While urban infrastructure is not
a bad thing, this would have been a
monumental folly, thankfully many
conservationists and the media, The
Pioneer among them opposed this
plan. Instead in 2010, the Aga Khan
Trust, the Archeological Survey of
India, the Central Public Works
Department (CPWD, which actually
runs the ‘nursery’ bit) and other gov-

ernmental and non-governmental agen-
cies began work on Phase-3 of the renew-
al of the Nizamuddin area. This has start-
ed with Humayun’s Tomb and adjoining
areas but this phase dramatically
improved the 90 acres of land at Sunder
Nursery, the eventual plan being to cre-
ate parks and green areas totalling 900
acres in the heart of the capital.

In 2018, Vice-President of
India M Venkaiah Naidu
dedicated the park to
the citizens of the
city.

Today, the park is open from early
morning to early evening not just for
walkers and joggers but also for those
keen on buying plants and saplings for
their homes. Indeed, Azim Bagh as the
area was known was a green space that
was converted by the British into a nurs-
ery to grow the trees that would line the

r o a d s

of the new capital being built. All the
Jamun trees that line Lutyens Delhi’s
boulevards started their lives as saplings
at Sunder Nursery. It is also home to
several species of trees uniquely found
just there, and any budding arborist will
find the area fascinating to visit and dis-
cover trees such as the Pink Cedar. The
flower gardens are also stunning
through the years. And many of the
trees, flowering plants and even Bonsai
plants are available to the public from
the CPWD nursery at prices much
lower than that of the myriad private
nurseries in Delhi. Buy plants and
saplings above �500 and your parking
fees of �75 are reimbursed.

One of the other major parts of the
redevelopment completed two years
ago was the restoration of several
Mughal-era buildings, gardens and
tombs. The Sunder Burj, Sunderwala
Mahal and the Lakharwala Gumbad are
just some examples, making Sunder
Nursery a great place to learn history
and with the fantastic Humayun’s
Tomb a short walk away, an outing
there should make it more fun for any
budding historian.

The Hyundai Venue Sport we
drove to Sunder Nursery is the perfect
family vehicle for an outing to such an
amazing site, not only has the Venue
Sport fit in a family comfortably, but its
large boot means that you could also

buy a large number of saplings to
take home and make your

house and Delhi a
greener space as

well. 
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The Director
(Operations), Power

Grid Corporation of
India Limited, Seema
Gupta,  has been
declared the winner of
Gold Stevie® award in the
Lifetime Achievement
— Business category in
the 17th annual Stevie
Awards for Women in
Business.

The award honours
women executives, entre-
preneurs, employees and
the companies they run
worldwide.  For this year,
the gold, silver and bronze award win-
ners were determined by the average
scores of more than 180 business pro-
fessionals around the world, working on
seven juries.  

The jury, while recommending
Seema’s name for the award, was all
praise for her lifetime achievements in
a key industry usually dominated by men

and for demonstrating
her leadership calibre
by sustained excellence
in her area of work. The
jury noted that her
career and achieve-
ments showed dedica-
tion and determina-
tion. She could become
a role model for the
women in engineering
field. 

The award will be
presented to Seema
during a virtual awards
ceremony scheduled on
December 9, 2020. 

This global recognition is yet anoth-
er achievement in Seema’s career. She has
been earlier conferred with Special
Commendation Award for Outstanding
Women Manager in Public Sector
Enterprises by the President in 2017 and
was adjudged as the Best Contributor at
the ITOMS 2018 Conference in
Malaysia. 

Life Insurance Corporation
of India’s resilient and

quick response in meeting the
expectations of the market
and the people has brought it
exemplary results in the cur-
rent financial year. 

In the half year of 2020-
21, LIC has achieved more
than �25000 crore in first year
premium income in
Individual New Business per-
formance as on September 30,
2020 as compared to
�24867.70 crore as on Sept 30
last year. Under its Jeevan
Shanti plan, LIC collected
�11456.41 crore as first year
premium as on Sept 30, 2020.
ULIP Business of LIC is also
doing well this year.  

As on Sept 30, 2020 the
company sold 16844 policies
with a premium of �128.63
crore as compared to 12940
policies sold during the same
period last year. 

LIC Pension and Group

Schemes Vertical collected
�62,112.27 crore as Group
Schemes New Business
Premium Income as on Sept
30, 2020.

The corporation’s com-
posite market share in num-
ber of policies and first year
premium  is 67.82 per cent
and 70.57 per cent respective-
ly for Q2.

It has also declared a
bonus of more than �51,000
crore for its policyholders.

Due to heightened aware-
ness about need of risk cover
the policy surrenders have
reduced drastically.

The company had invest-
ed more than �2,60,000 crore
this year in debt and equity (as
on Sept 30 as compared to
�244931 crore invested last
year during the same period.
It has already booked more
than �15000 crore as profits
in the capital market this fis-
cal so far. 

Market power has started chang-
ing with the passage of time.

Malls and shopping centres were
once a boon but in the changing
environment, products made in
homes have started to gain a
foothold in the market.  

Many NGOs and local people
set up their market near Swarnagri
with similar products. Giving infor-
mation on the concept of The
Nature’s Market, Smita Mittal said
that she felt that Greater Noida is a
promising city and is ready for
Sunday market. There are various
people who display their organic
farms and small businesses. Local
producers look for a platform to
expand.  So we all like-minded peo-
ple decided to join hands.  

What started as a small group
conversation on WhatsApp has
now become a thing for residents
of this place. The stalls at Nature
Market offered Bilona Ghee, bio-
enzyme fertilisers, plant items,
Kadaknath eggs, pickles, raw honey,
kullu, books and many other hand-
made items. The shopping process
grew more exciting with fresh litti-
chokha and idli sambar. Aditi
Sharma, from the Little Munni
Foundation, said that such a mar-
ket is a new ray of hope for people
battling the pandemic.  She told that
the market will take place every
Sunday. People were invited to
encourage local crafts and direct
farming.  

The COVID-19 pandemic
has largely hit the State of
Odisha. Many organisa-

tions and individuals have come
forward to supplement the gov-
ernment’s efforts to deal with the
emergent situation. Kalinga
Institute of Industrial
Technology (KIIT),
Bhubaneswar, and its sister insti-
tution Kalinga Institute of Social
Sciences (KISS), under the lead-
ership of its founder-professor
Achyuta Samanta, have also
been taking a series of initiatives
since the beginning of the
Coronavirus outbreak and have
been at the forefront of Odisha’s
war against the virus.

Kalinga Institute of Medical
Sciences (KIMS), a constituent
of KIIT Deemed to be
University, also set up four
ultra-modern dedicated to
COVID hospitals with the sup-
port of the Government of
Odisha, located in Bhubaneswar
and its three tribal-dominated
districts. The hospitals have a
bed capacity of 1,200. KIMS
COVID Hospital in
Bhubaneswar, a 500-bedded
state-of-the-art facility including
50 critical care beds, is India’s
first standalone COVID hospi-
tal.

The KIIT & KISS also
reached out to various groups
facing hardships due to the
extended lockdown. The inter-
vention included the distribu-
tion of food material and other
essentials to over three lakh pan-
demic-hit people, including the
underprivileged people living in
various slums, stranded migrant
labourers, who were also provid-
ed temporary shelter, and peo-
ple living in containment zones.

Community outreach activ-

ities of KIIT & KISS strived to
reach the hardest-hit and com-
monly overlooked people —
transgenders, sportspersons,
physically-challenged, sex work-
ers, etc. They were provided with
allowances to cope with the pro-
longed lockdown. Food materi-
als and cash to meet other
expenses for three months were
given to priests and other work-
ers of several spiritual centres in
Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, Puri and
nearby towns. The two institu-
tions are providing groceries and
cash for miscellaneous expens-
es to over 40 orphanages, old-age
homes and leprosy centres in
Kandhamal district.

The student community is
one of the worst-affected groups
in the COVID-19 pandemic.
KISS is home to 30,000 tribal
students from interior districts
of Odisha pursuing their stud-
ies from Standard-I to PG/PhD
level. Days before the outbreak,
they were sent to their respec-
tive homes in various districts of
Odisha. As the students stayed
inside their homes, KISS sent out
required study material and
generous amount of dry foods
at their doorstep every month,
since April. The monthly mate-
rial also contain sanitary napkins
for the adolescent girls. The ini-
tiative will continue till the

reopening of KISS.
A series of measures to

keep its students safe and healthy
as well as ensuring that they
remain connected to studies
was also ensured. Professor
Samanta, who has always put the
education of these tribal students
above everything else, arranged
for the textbooks, study materi-
als and dried food items to be
provided at the students'
doorsteps at the start of the new
academic year. KISS was one of
the early institutes to begin
online classes and has been
maintaining the academic
schedule perfectly for students
of all levels.

Inspired by the Prime
Minister’s call for ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’ (self-reliant India), KISS
has levelled up its vocational skill
centre during the COVID-19
pandemic. The centre has been
scaled up to become a medium-
sized industry and is now mak-
ing 25 different types of voca-
tional products. These products
are marketted through well-
developed distribution chan-
nel, besides fulfilling the in-
house requirement of KIIT &
KISS. The sale proceeds from
the centre are expected to make

KISS self-reliant in the coming
times.

In a unique humanitarian
gesture, KIIT Deemed to be
University has decided to pro-
vide free education to the chil-
dren of the COVID deceased in
Odisha. The facility will be
available for two academic
years — 2020-21 and 2021-22.

KIIT & KISS also paid
special attention to the orphan
children, belonging to the
poorer sections of society, who
are vulnerable to become vic-
tims of child abuse and human
trafficking. The institutes have
adopted and are taking care of
about 100 such orphans and
providing them monthly
allowance ranging from �5,000
to �10,000, depending upon
the family size. As and when
the academic institutions
reopen, they will be provided
free education and subsequent-
ly complete higher education in
the institutes.

It’s professor Samanta’s per-
sonal childhood experience of
hunger and poverty after his
father’s demise at the age of
four, which makes him work
harder for the society’s under-
privileged children.

�What are the major activities of the OBC
Morcha?

The OBC Morcha is now emerged as a
major force to protect and secure the rights of
people from Backward Communities. That was
the cause of its birth too. In Kerala, there has
been a great negligence towards this issue due
to the changing governments. There are many
schemes and governing bodies established
over the time to benefit them, but they never
really got benefitted. It’s because our system is
not working properly towards their facilities but
only their votes. This has to be changed. And
OBC Morcha is working to bring that change.

�Government of India has brought out sev-
eral schemes to uplift the backward class com-
munity. Is OBC Morcha creating awareness on
this?

Yes. In Kerala, those schemes has been sub-
verted by other parties. OBC Morcha sees it as
a mission to create awareness on schemes. This
has become the need of the hour.

�There has been a loss of lives and employ-
ment and the backward classes have been the
worst-affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Are you helping them in any way?

Backward classes are certainly the worst-
affected. Many families have been rendered pen-
niless. Many lives and jobs have been lost. That’s
why OBC Morcha has come up with a special
mission to take care of the affected people in
the community.

We believe in ‘Seva Hi Sangathan’ (service
is organisation). And with that motto, in
Thrissur, thousands of families were provided
with food kits by OBC Morcha during the lock-
down. When online education began, we start-
ed to supply tablets and TVs to students from
poor families. And we are still continuing this.
Timely intervention in matters related to the
backward communities is now getting results
too.

�Many people are trying to set up their own
businesses but the pandemic has hit them
hugely. Do you plan to put forward any
schemes for saving such business and there-
by people?

The central government led by Narendra
Modi ji has already announced many schemes
to save these businesses, especially those under
MSME sectors. The major need is to create
awareness on these schemes and help them to
get benefits out of them.

�What about the students who don’t have
access to smartphones or technology? How are
you helping them stay connected with educa-
tion during these times?

The OBC Morcha has come up with mis-
sion to supply gadgets to those who have no
facilities for online education.

�What is your solution to the growing pover-
ty and suffering amid the pandemic?

There is no single solution for this. The
Government of India is working hard and tak-
ing measures to help people in the crisis. We
have to remain positive and work for a brighter
future. The need of the hour is fighting away
the pandemic. But for that, all the guidelines
from government must be followed.

�Do you think OBC Morcha can become an
umbrella to cater to all the backward classes
of the State?

Why not? Yes, it may. We are working
towards a great goal of emancipation of back-
ward communities from the clutches of negli-
gence and discrimination. There is no compro-
mise on that. Recently, we took an initiative to
bring the Kumhara community (potters’ com-
munity) in Kerala on a single platform to find
solution for their problems. They are in crisis
while lockdown and pandemic has almost paved
the way to death for this small industry. Now,
the OBC Morcha has taken up their issues to
create a good platform to revive this.

Perambalur MP and
Chancellor of SRM Institute

of Science & Technology, Dr T
R Paarivendhar, who had
promised to give free education
to 300 deserving students from
his constituency in the SRM
Group of colleges, has complet-
ed the promise this year.

In 2019, around the elec-
tions, Paarivendhar had given
this assurance to the people of
his constituency. And after his
win by over four lakh votes, he
immediately fulfilled his poll
promise. A total of 300 students
were recently given free educa-
tion in the colleges under the
SRM ambit. This year, too,
1,084 students had applied for
free education. Out of them,
300 have been selected based
on their marks and the finan-
cial situation of their respective
families.

Apart from putting their
names on the SRM website, a
formal invitation will be sent to
the students individually, who
will then be pursuing education
in engineering, agriculture,
arts and science as per their
preferences.

Paarivendhar has also been
taking up various issues of his
constituency with both the
Prime Minister and the Chief
Minister of the State. He met
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

on March 18, 2020, to talk
about the various needs of the
Perambalur constituency.

Among the issues were the
need for a railway line via
A r i y a l u r - P e r a m b a l u r -
Thuraiyur-Namakkal. He also
took up the issue with Railway
Minister Piyush Goyal, who
write to Paarivendhar that the
first survey for the railway line
will be taken up shortly.

With Chief Minister
Edappadi Palanisamy, the
Perambalur MP took up the
issues of railway bridge at
Kulithalai-Manapparai, bring-
ing residual Cauvery water
through a canal to Panjapatti
lake, setting up Kendriya
Vidyalayas in Lalgudi and
Kulithalai, and establishing
cold storage facilities to help
small-scale onion farmers in
Thuraiyur and Perambalur.
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Kings XI Punjab will be hoping that
Chris Gayle fires on his much-

awaited return and they, for once, put
up a complete performance in their
must-win game against a high-flying
Royal Challengers Bangalore here on
Thursday.

The inability to produce
an all-round show and close
out games they should have
won has led to KXIP losing six
out of their seven matches.

But KXIP can take con-
fidence from the fact their
only win in the tournament has
come against RCB, who look a much
more potent squad since their last
meeting on September 24.

Though the Sharjah wicket has
been slowing gradually, the smaller
ground dimensions are ideal for
someone like Gayle to go on a six-hit-
ting spree.

However, it certainly won’t be easy
for the 41-year-old to get going from
ball one, having not played earlier in
the competition.

He would have played the
last two games but could not due
to food poisoning. Having
recovered fully, it will be inter-
esting to see who he replaces
in the side.

Benching a yet to
fire Glenn Maxwell is
one option or the
team can bring Gayle
at the expense of an
overseas bowler and
replace him with the
available Indian talent.

KXIP are languish-
ing at the bottom of the
table despite having the
top-two leading run-getters
of the tournament in skipper
K L Rahul (387 at strike rate
of 134.84) and his opening

partner Mayank Agarwal (337 at
48.14).

Barring Mohammad Shami and
Ravi Bishnoi, none of the bowlers
have inspired confidence, especially
in the death overs.

Not being able to find the right
balance despite trying out many
options has also contributed to KXIP’s

rapid slide.
They run into a RCB

squad which has grown
in confidence by leaps
and bounds since their
last meeting.

For the first time in
many years, they seem to have fixed
their bowling woes.

Their spin pairing of Washington
Sundar and Yuzvendra Chahal has
proved very effective and the pace
department has strengthened with
the return of Chris Morris from
injury.

“Playing such a side (with the
likes of Gayle, Rahul and Agarwal) in
a stadium like Sharjah is definitely not
going to be easy. It’s going to be a bit

challenging but I will definelty do
my homework heading to the
match,” Sundar said on the eve of
the match.

RCB’s last game against KKR
was also on this ground, so

they come into the match
more aware of the grad-
ually changing condi-

tions than KXIP, who
played here last on
September 27 when
the surface was
much better to bat

on.
With Aaron Finch

back among the runs
against KKR, RCB’s top-
four (including Devdutt
Padikkal, Virat Kohli and
AB de Villiers) can be a

nightmare for any team.
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MATCHES 25
ROYAL CHALLENGERS 12
KINGS XI PUNJAB 13
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	���"�� Former captain
Misbah-ul-Haq on Wednesday
said he will be stepping down as
Pakistan’s chief selector next
month to focus on his role as
head coach of the national crick-
et team.

Misbah told a media brief-
ing in Lahore that he has
informed the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) that he would be
stepping down as chief selector
on November 30. He took up the
dual role of chief selector and
head coach in September last
year.

“I will select the squad for
the coming series against
Zimbabwe but after that I just
want to focus on my work as
head coach,” he said.

Misbah insisted that he had

not quit as chief selector because
of pressure from the board.

“No, it is purely my own
personal decision and I took it
because I think it is not easy
doing two high profile jobs at
one time. I want to give my best
as head coach of the national
team. “Whoever is appointed as
chief selector, I will fully coop-
erate with him and work to take
the Pakistan team into the top
three of every format,” Misbah
said.

Misbah said with time he
understood that it would be pos-
sible to give his best only to one
role. “When I accepted both
positions I thought I could
manage it but with time I think
it is better for me to focus on one
job.” PTI
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It was October 2010 when
India hosted the 19th edition

of Commonwealth Games in
Delhi where more than 4,352
athletes from 71 nations partic-
ipated in 21 sports and 272
events. The event was a big hit
but also had a fair share of con-
troversies and one such was the
underpayment of various offi-
cials hired on contractual basis
for various events during the 11-
day sporting extravaganza. And
one such was Delhi-based
Vikram Nayar who worked as a
sports announcer for the full-
bore shooting event.

But even 10 years after the
conclusion of Games where he
was hired for �4500 per day for
11 days, he is still fighting in

hope to get his dues cleared,
only a part of which he is
provided till date.

Speaking to The
Pioneer about his decade-
old struggle, Nayar said “I
was hired as a sports
announcer and the
amount of �4500 per day
was promised to me for
my services during the
entire duration. However
I wasn’t provided with
any contract document
and that’s why as soon as
the games were done, I

was sidelined and no payment
was made for my services.”

He was offered only one-
fifth of the total money that was
originally promised and that too
after 15 months after wide-
spread media coverage.

“I had received my part pay-
ment of �10,500 after a gap of 15
months. They had no intention
to make any payment but after
the story about nonpayment
got published in one of the lead-
ing newspapers they had to do
so. And since that day onwards,
I have been fighting my battle for
the recovery of my balance and
justice till date, said Nayar, who
was selected as a sports
announcer after clearing five
rounds of auditions.

In this long decade-old bat-
tle to get justice, Nayar has
spent more than six times the
money that he is originally sup-
posed to receive from the Games
federation and knocked doors of
various Government officials
but all resulted in vain. But he
is still hopeful that one day the
truth shall prevail and he will get
his dues sorted. 

���� �Neymar scored a hat-trick to become the sec-
ond highest scorer in Brazil’s history as the Copa
America champions won 4-2 away to 10-man Peru
in a World Cup qualifier on Tuesday.

The goals took Neymar to 64 international
strikes, two more than Ronaldo but still well behind
Pele’s record of 77.

Peru twice took the lead through Andre Carrillo
and a heavily deflected strike from Renato Tapia, but
two controversial Neymar penalties, an injury time
third and a close range strike from Richarlison main-
tained the Selecao’s winning start to qualifying for
Qatar 2022.

Elsewhere, Joaquin Correa scored the winner 11
minutes from time as Argentina labored to a 2-1 vic-
tory over Bolivia to maintain their 100% record after
two matches. While Ecuador totally
dominated Uruguay in a 4-2 victory.

Luis Suarez scored his record-
extending 61st and 62nd goals for
Uruguay with a pair of late penalties that
were no more than a consolation.

Radamel Falcao scored an
injury time equaliser as
Colombia salvaged a point in
a 2-2 draw in Chile.

Jefferson Lerma gave
Colombia an early lead but
Chile turned the match in
Quito around by half-time
with strikes from Arturo
Vidal and Alexis Sanchez.

Gaston Gimenez scored a
late winner before goalkeeper
Anthony Silva saved a penalty
from Yangel Herrera as
Paraguay won 1-0 in
Venezuela.                 AFP
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Joachim Löw’s 14-year reign as
Germany head coach is under

threat after his side’s run of poor
results continued on Tuesday as
they had to come from two
goals down to limp to a 3-3 draw
against Switzerland in the
Nations League.

Germany have drawn four of
their last five games — surren-
dering the lead on three occa-
sions — to leave them second in
their Nations League group
behind Spain.

They squeezed past Ukraine
2-1 with a full-strength side in
Kiev on Saturday and after a 3-
3 friendly home draw against
Turkey last Wednesday, Löw’s
side were once again guilty of
poor defending.

The 60-year-old Löw has a
German FA contract until the
2022 World Cup.

However, his popularity
among German fans has plum-
meted, from the heights of win-
ning the 2014 World Cup title,
since Germany’s debacle at Russia
2018 finals when they failed to
get out of their group.

The draw with the Swiss will
only enhance the domestic crit-
icism of Low from key names
within German football such as
Lothar Matthaeus and Bastian
Schweinsteiger.

Dinamo Zagreb striker

Mario Gavranovic scored goals
either side of a deft chip by Remo
Freuler as all three Swiss goals
came from German mistakes.

Germany fought back
behind closed doors with goals
by Timo Werner, his Chelsea
team-mate Kai Havertz and Serge
Gnabry.

SPAIN GO DOWN
In other games, Substitute

Viktor Tsygankov’s strike gave
Ukraine a surprise 1-0 win over
goal-shy Spain in their clash in
Kiev. The 22-year-old Dynamo
Kiev player had not long been
thrown into the fray by coach
Andriy Shevchenko when he
latched onto Andriy
Yarmolenko’s superb through
ball and fired past an exposed
David de Gea in the 76th minute.

It was a shock result after
Spain — who had not lost since
November 2018 — won 4-0
when the sides met in Madrid
just last month, and Ukraine are
now only a point behind Luis
Enrique’s team in League A,
Group 4.

Elsewhere, San Marino are
the perennial whipping boys of
international football but on
Tuesday they were able to cele-
brate claiming their first point in
six years thanks to a 0-0 draw in
Liechtenstein.

Goalkeeper Simone
Benedettini was the hero for San
Marino as he kept their first clean
sheet since a goalless draw at
home to Estonia in a European
Championship qualifier in
November 2014, and their first
ever clean sheet away from home.
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Andy Murray suffered another first-
round elimination, this time at the

Cologne Indoors at the hands of out-of-
form veteran Fernando Verdasco.

Verdasco exploited Murray’s fragile
serve to win 6-4, 6-4 in a match which fin-
ished after midnight German time.
Verdasco, at 36 one of the few players older
than the 33-year-old Murray in the tour-
nament, broke Murray’s serve four times
— once to love and three times to 15.

Murray lost in the second round of the
US Open and in the first round of the
French Open. He used wild cards for both
of those Grand Slam tournaments and
again in Cologne for his first loss on an
indoor hard court since the 2015 tour
finals.

Verdasco ended a four-match losing
run going back to January in the Australian
Open and  will take on top-seeded
Alexander Zverev in the second round after
the German player had a bye in the first
round.

Eighth-seeded Croatian Marin Cilic
had to dig deep to avoid a first-round elim-
ination as he beat Marcos Giron 6-2, 4-6,
6-3. 

Another British player was eliminated
as Kyle Edmund lost a tight match 7-5, 7-
6 (1) to big-serving South African Lloyd
Harris, who hit eight aces. 

The second-seeded Roberto Bautista
Agut will take on Gilles Simon in the sec-
ond round after the veteran French play-
er swept past Marton Fucsovics 6-0, 6-3.
Bautista Agut has a first-round bye.
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Ace Indian shuttler Kidambi
Srikanth on Wednesday out-

classed England’s Toby Penty in
straight games to enter the
Denmark Open second round
here and likened his return to
international badminton after a
coronavirus-forced hiatus to “an
adventure”.

The former world number
one, who had claimed four Super
Series titles in 2017, beat Toby 21-
12, 21-18 in 37 minutes, as the
sport finally got going after a
seven-month-long break.

“I started off well, but he was
good in the second game. I’m
playing after a long time. It’s like
an adventure. This situation is
something new. I’ve never been
away for this long, and I’m happy
with the way it went,” he told

BWF.
The fifth seed will next face

Canada’s Jason Anthony Ho-
Shue, who defeated India’s
Subhankar Dey 21-13, 21-8 in a
lop-sided contest.

Former world No 13 Ajay
Jayaram also couldn’t cross the
opening hurdle, going down 12-
21, 14-21 to world No 3 Anders
Antonsen of Denmark in 37

minutes. Srikanth and Lakshya
Sen are now the only surviving
Indians in the competition.

Lakshya has already reached
the second round with a straight
game win over Christo Popov on
Tuesday. He will face Hans-
Kristian Solberg Vittinghus of
Denmark in the next round.

Srikanth said it will take
some time for him to find his best,
given the circumstances.

“The last time I played was at
the All England where I lost in the
first round, so I’ve not had much
of match practice. But I think I’m
slowly getting back,” said the
world No 14 Indian.

“It will definitely take some
time, as there are no tournaments
after this one. There will be a
pause in the season, so it might
take time to get used to match
feeling.”

Cape Town: South Africa is in dan-
ger of being banned from internation-
al cricket after its Government on
Wednesday said that it intended to
intervene in the affairs of the sport’s
national body following revelations of
serious misconduct by senior officials.

The statement from sports min-
ister Nathi Mthethwa said he had
informed the International Cricket
Council of the intended action. The
ICC’s constitution forbids
Government interference and the
punishment is normally a ban from
international games for the country’s
teams until the national cricket body
is operating independently again.

The tension between the South
African Government and CSA relates
to a long-running investigation into
the affairs of the cricket body, which
resulted in the firing of CEO Thabang
Moroe for serious misconduct. AP
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DC DOUBLE UP ON ROYALS
�� � ���	�

Flavour of the season Rahul
Tewatia didn’t prove to be
third time lucky in what

turned out to be an incredible
death overs performance by the
Delhi Capitals pace attack in
their 13-run victory in an IPL
game on Wednesday.

Anrich Nortje (2/33) was
breathtakingly fast bowling in
the mid 150 kmph with toe-
crushing yorkers while Kagiso
Rabada’s (1/28) international
experience proved to be pure
gold dust leaving rookie Tushar
Deshpande (2/37) to defend 21
runs in his debut IPL game,
which he did with elan.

The result was Rajasthan
Royals finishing on 148 for 8
chasing Delhi Capitals’ par
score of 161 for 7 as Tewatia
couldn’t hit the troika of
Rabada, Nortje and Deshpande
at all.

Royals lost the plot in the
last five overs partly due to self-
ish approach from senior play-
er Robin Uthappa (32 off 27
balls), who needlessly ran-out
a genuine match-winner Riyan
Parag.

While skipper Shreyas Iyer’s
shoulder injury would keep
Capitals on tenterhooks, 12
points from 8 games will keep
them in good stead as they look
to quickly clinch a play-off
place. Rajasthan Royals with 6
points from 8 games stay in sev-
enth place and are in danger of
missing another play-offs.

While DC were splendid at
the death, it was Ravichandran
Ashwin’s artistry during the
back 10 with clever variations
of pace and flight that brought

Delhi back in the game. Ashwin
finished with figures of 1 for 17
and bowled 10 dot balls out of
his 24 balls — on par with the
ever-improving Nortje.

Earlier Shikhar Dhawan
and skipper Iyer hit stroke-filled
half-centuries but Delhi
Capitals lost momentum
towards the end to be restrict-
ed to 161 for seven after opting
to bat first.

The last five overs of the
Delhi Capitals innings yielded
only 32 runs and they lost four
wickets, an indication how they
missed Rishabh Pant and
Shimron Hetmyer.

DC had a disastrous start to
its innings after opting to bat as
it lost Prithvi Shaw off the first
ball of the match with a gem of
a delivery from Jofra Archer
(3/19) that jagged back in after

pitching and crashed into the
middle stump after getting an
inside edge.

To make matters worse for
DC, Ajinkya Rahane was holed
out to Robin Uthappa off
Archer at mid-on an over later.

But then skipper Iyer (53
off 43) joined hands with
Dhawan (57 off 33) and the duo
initially played cautiously before
opening up to take DC forward.

They shared 85 runs for the
third wicket off 55 balls to keep
DC’s momentum going after
the early jolts.

Dhawan looked in great
nick from the onset, often
finding the boundary with his
trademark pulls and shots
square off the off side.

In the process he scored his
39th fifty in the IPL off just 30
balls but soon after reaching

the feat he departed while try-
ing to force the pacer, caught at
short third man by Kartik
Tyagi off leg-spinner Shreyas
Gopal.

His runs came off  33 balls
which had six boundaries and
two hits over the fence.

After Dhawan’s dismissal,
Iyer took the onus on himself
and upped the ante with some
lusty hits and in the process got
to his fifty off 40 balls in the
15th over bowled by Jaydev
Unadkat, that yielded 17 runs,
including two sixes.

But soon after, Iyer depart-
ed, caught by Archer at long-
off off Kartik Tyagi as he went
for another big hit.

Marcus Stoinis (18) and
Alex Carey (14) tried their
best to add muscle to the score-
board but were unsuccessful. 
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