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While it wants to end the
ongoing border tension

with China, India will never
allow even an inch of the coun-
try taken away by anyone,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh asserted on Sunday. He
also said the bravery of the
Indian soldiers at the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) will be
written in golden letters in
history.

Though Rajnath did not
mention the action, it was in
obvious reference to martyr-
dom of 20 Indian Army per-
sonnel, including the com-
manding officer on June 15, in
a bloody brawl with the
Chinese troops in the Galwan
valley. “I can say with confi-
dence and on the basis of con-
crete information that the
courage and deeds of Indian
soldiers during whatever has
happened at the India-China
border in Ladakh recently will
be written in golden letters by
the historians,” he said.

On a two-day visit to the
eastern sector where India
shares the LAC with China in
Sikkim and Arunachal
Pradesh, Rajnath said, “India
wants an end to the ongoing
border tension with China and
restoration of peace. This is our
objective. But at times, some
nefarious incidents keep hap-
pening. I am very confident
that our soldiers will never
allow even an inch of our land
to be taken away by anyone.”

Rajnath made these
remarks after performing
“shastra puja” on the occasion
of Dussehra at 33 Corps mili-

tary base in Sukna, West
Bengal. This base is responsi-
ble for guarding Sikkim. 

Army Chief General MM
Naravane and several senior
officers of the Army were pre-
sent on the occasion when the
Defence Minister performed
the “puja.”

The Defence Minister later
inaugurated a new 19-km long
road in Sikkim — Alternate
Alignment Gangtok-Nathula
Road — via video conferencing
from the Sukna-based head-
quarters of 33 Corps through
video conference from Sukna
as he could not go there due to
inclement weather. 

He was scheduled to per-

form the puja at Sherathang, a
high-altitude border barely two
km away from the LAC China
in Sikkim. 

Rajnath’s visit came at a
time when the Armies of India
and China are engaged in five-
month long stand-off at the
LAC in eastern Ladakh. 

Several rounds of military
and diplomatic level talks so far
have failed to break the logjam.

Given the current volatile
situation at the border, both the
sides have increased their troop
strength at the border besides
deploying heavy weapons.
India has bolstered its all round
military presence all along the
4,000 km long LAC stretching

from Ladakh in the west to
Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim
in the east.

Moreover, Rajnath’s
remarks on Sunday came a day
ahead of the high-profile 2+2
Ministerial level dialogue with
the US here starting Monday. 

Rajnath and S Jaishankar
will hold wide ranging talks,
including the present situation
at the LAC and growing
assertiveness of China, with
Mark Esper and Mike
Pompeo. The two visitors will
also call on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and National
Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit
Doval.

Continued on Page 2
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The situation on the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in

Ladakh will figure prominent-
ly during the four-day Army
Commanders’ conference here
beginning Monday. The top-
brass will brainstorm the strat-
egy to counter the challenge
from China and review oper-
ational preparedness to meet
any contingency. 

Held twice a year, the con-
ference will be addressed by
Defence Minister Rajnath

Singh on Tuesday. Army Chief
General MM Naravane, IAF
chief RKS Bhadauria, Navy
chief Admiral Karambir Singh
and Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS) General Bipin Rawat
will also address the confer-
ence.

The forthcoming confer-
ence will see the commanders
taking steps to plug gaps if any
in guarding the 4,000-km long

LAC and 750-km long Line of
Control (LoC) facing Pakistan.
The conference will also have
a look at the readiness to fight
a “two-front” war simultane-
ously with China and Pakistan,
sources said here on Sunday.

The logistical support to
the troops now guarding the
LAC in Ladakh will come
under the scrutiny of the com-
manders. Ready for a long

haul as the successive round of
talks at the military and diplo-
matic levels have failed so far
to defuse tension, the Indian
Army has gone all out to pre-
pare for deployment during the
harsh winter months.

The top brass will ensure
that adequate quantities of
winter clothing, pre fabricated
huts and other related items are
available to help the soldiers
withstand temperatures dip-
ping to minus 20 in the next
few weeks, they said.

Continued on Page 2
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Maintaining that India
“stunned” China through

its response to the latter’s efforts
to intrude into the country’s bor-
ders, RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat
said on Sunday the only way for
New Delhi to neutralise the
neighbouring country’s “demon-
ic aspirations” was to grow big-
ger than Beijing economically,
strategically, in matters relating
to internal and border security

and also by way of improving the
ties with neighbours and bet-
tering international relations.

Addressing a customary
Dussehra rally at the
Reshimbaug ground in Nagpur,
Bhagwat minced no words
when he spoke against China’s
expansionist attitude in gener-
al and its recent efforts to
intrude into the Indian terri-
tory in particular. Keeping in
view the social distancing
norms arising out of the Covid-
19 crisis, the RSS chief — for
the first time in the history of
his organisation —addressed a
rally of mere 50 swayamsevaks.
However, his speech was tele-
vised across the country as has
been practice in recent years.

Continued on Page 2
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Former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi on Sunday

said Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh chief Mohan Bhagwat
believed that India needs to be
militarily better equipped
against China as he secretly
knew that Beijing has illegal-
ly occupied Indian territory in
eastern Ladakh. Rahul said
Bhagwat was “just scared” to
face the truth.

Rahul’s jibe at the RSS
chief came after the latter’s
annual address to the country
on the occasion of Vijaya
Dashmi at the organisation’s
headquarters in Nagpur.

Rahul said Chinese intru-
sion was not a secret and took
place because the Narendra
Modi Government and the

RSS, which is BJP’s ideological
mentor, allowed it to happen.

“Deep inside, Bhagwat
knows the truth,” the Congress
leader tweeted. 

“He is just scared to face it.
The truth is China has taken
our land and Government of
India and RSS have allowed it.”

Rahul is facing two
defamation cases filed by RSS
workers in Maharashtra —
one for linking journalist Gauri
Lankesh’s killing with the “BJP-
RSS ideology” and the other for
blaming the Sangh for the
assassination of Mahatma
Gandhi. 

Rahul and the Congress
have repeatedly attacked the
Government over the long
stand-off with China in
Ladakh. 

Continued on Page 2
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India’s recovery rate touched 90
per cent on Sunday with

62,077 persons having recovered
from Covid-19 and discharged
nationally in the last 24 hours
even as the new confirmed cases
stood at just a little over 50,000.
Active cases also continued to
remain below the seven-lakh
mark for the third day in a row.

As many as 71 lakh persons
have recovered from the infec-
tion with half of them hailing

from the top four worst-affect-
ed States, which account for 44
per cent of the active caseload
of the country, according to the
data available by the Union
Health Ministry.

The decline in new cases is
in contrast to the resurgence of
the infection in many countries
like the US, Spain, France, and
the UK among others. The
United States, for example,
reported more than 83,000 new
cases on October 24, the high-
est single-day spike since July 16.

France has reported more than
40,000 cases for the last two days
even as curfew has been
imposed there. Record levels are
being reached in Italy, Spain and
the United Kingdom as well
which are witnessing the second
phase of Covid-19. Countries
like Ireland and Britain are
mulling a second lockdown.

In India, there are 6,68,154
active Covid-19 cases as on
date, which accounts for 8.50 per
cent of the total caseload, as per
the Ministry. Seventy-five per

cent of the new recoveries
were observed to be concen-
trated in 10 States and Union
territories —Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
West Bengal, Delhi, Andhra,
Assam, UP and Chhattisgarh. 

Continued on Page 2
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday asked peo-

ple to go “local” while shopping
during the ongoing festival sea-
son and also asked them in his
monthly “Maan-ki-Baat” radio
address to light a “diya” remem-
bering the soldiers protecting
the nation at the borders.

In his 70th radio talk, the
PM reiterated his caution to
people to exercise in celebrat-
ing the festivals on account of
the coronavirus pandemic.
“Previously, a large number of
people used to gather in Durga
Pandal. It was a fair-like atmos-
phere during Durga Puja and

Dussehra, but this time it did-
n’t happen. Many more festivals
are to be observed, we’ve to
work with restraint during this
corona crisis,” he said.

The PM also appealed to
the citizens to light a “diya”
remembering the “soldiers pro-
tecting the nation at the bor-
ders even during the festivals”.

Continuing with his focus
on “atmnirbharbharat” and
thereby, the need to go with
“vocal for local” campaign, the
PM lauded new initiatives
taken up by enterprising peo-
ple across the country, partic-
ularly women.

“This time when you go
shopping, remember your

resolve of “Vocal for Local”.
When purchasing goods from
the market, we have to give
priority to local products,” he
said.

Modi drew attention of
his listeners to the popularity of
local Indian products abroad
and cited the example of
“Khadi” that has become
famous in Mexico’s Oaxaca.

“Khadi’s popularity is
increasing. In many places in
the world, Khadi is also being
made. One such place in
Mexico is Oaxaca. There are
many villages in this area where
the local villagers work for
weaving Khadi. 

Continued on Page 2
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Chirag Paswan, Lok
Janshakti Party (LJP) leader,

claimed at a rally on Sunday
that Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar would be behind bars if
his party is voted to power.
“Nitish Kumar and his officers
will be behind bars if we come
to power,” Paswan said.

Addressing a rally in
Dumraon, Buxar in the run-up
to polling in Bihar, Paswan
raised several questions before
the present State Government.

“Alcohol ban in Bihar has
failed. Illicit liquor is widely
being sold and Nitish Kumar is
receiving kickbacks,” Paswan
said. The LJP leader sought
votes from BJP supporters for

a “Nitish-free government”.
“I request you to please

vote for LJP candidates to
implement #Bihar1stBihari1st.
Everywhere else vote for the
BJP. The coming government
will be a #Nitish-free govern-
ment,” he tweeted in Hindi.

Paswan, chief of the LJP —
a former ally of the NDA —
has been vocal in his criticism
of Kumar, who is the chief
ministerial candidate of the
NDA. He has, however,
pledged support to the Prime
Minister, calling himself
“Modi’s Hanuman”.

Bihar Assembly elections
will be held in three phases on
October 28, November 3, and
November 7. The result will be
declared on November 10.

������	��	��	�� 5;�3#:

In yet another blow to
Congress party in Madhya

Pradesh, its another MLA, Rahul
Lodhi from Damoh, resigned
from the Assembly on Sunday,
further denting the already
depleted party in the State.

With his resignation, the
effective strength of the party
has reduced to 87 in Madhya
Pradesh Assembly. Lodhi was
said to be in touch with the BJP
leadership for long. He finally
handed his resignation letter to
MP Assembly protem Speaker
Rameshwar Sharma on Sunday.

Three Independent MLAs
— Surendra Singh Shera,

Pradip Jaiswal and Rana
Vikram Singh had already
extended support to Shivraj
Government, while the fourth
one, Kedar Davar had
announced his support to the
BJP Government days ago.
Suspecting defection form
Lodhi, Kamal Nath had met
him in the past. 

Lodhi is the cousin of ex-
MLA Pradyumn Lodhi who
had resigned from the Congress
and is in the contention for the
Bada Malhera seat. This is
Congress fourth setback since
July. Lodhi joined BJP in the
presence of CM Shivraj Singh
Chouhan.

Continued on Page 2
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Delhi Police Assistant Sub-
Inspector (ASI) was sus-

pended and two constables
sent to district lines after a 45-
year-old auto-rickshaw driver
died in police custody in south
Delhi on Sunday morning. 

Meanwhile, the family
members of the deceased
alleged that police assaulted
him brutally in custody leading
to his death. 

The deceased has been
identified as Dharambir, a res-
ident of Najafgarh. 

Continued on Page 2

New Delhi: Reserve Bank of
India Governor Shaktikanta
Das on Sunday said he has
been tested positive for Covid-
19 and will continue to work
from isolation. Das said he is
asymptomatic and has alerted
those who came in contact with
him in recent days. 

Boise (US): The US coron-
avirus caseload has reached
record heights with more than
83,000 infections reported in a
single day, the latest ominous
sign of the disease’s grip on the
nation, as states from
Connecticut to Rocky
Mountain West reel under the
surge.
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New Delhi: Dussehra cele-
brated on Sunday evening
under the shadow of the Covid-
19 pandemic lacked the usual
festivities and revelry in the
national capital as many
Ramleela committees shelved
plans to hold the customary
torching of effigies of the
demon king Ravana along with
Kumbhkarn and Meghnad.    
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal greeted people on the
occasion and said the pan-
demic will end soon and the
bravery and determination of
human race will emerge victo-
rious.

The Ramleela Maidan at
the Red Fort that used to be
hub of Dussehra festivities,
attracting commoners as well
as dignitaries, including the
president and the prime min-
ister every year, wore a desert-
ed look this time as the
Ramleela committees shelved
plans to hold Dussehra pro-
grammes.

Despite the COVID-19

scare and tough guidelines
issued by the government for
holding large gatherings,
organisers in some areas like
CBD ground near
Karkardooma and GTB
Enclave performed 'Ravana
Dahan'.

"We reduced the size
of the effigies from over 30 feet
to around 18 feet this time.
Special attention was given to
manage the crowd and ensure
social distancing," said Harish
Rawat, general secretary of
GTB Enclave Ramleela
Committee.

With the authorities
imposing a limit of maximum
200 people for gatherings dur-
ing festivals and strict measures
to prevent COVID-19 infec-
tion, prominent Ramleela com-
mittees stayed away of
Dussehra festivities surround-
ing 'Ravana Dahan' at the Red
Fort grounds. The lack
of festivity was further height-
ened by the government guide-
lines banning food stalls and

'jhoolas' in and outside
Ramleela and Dussehra pro-
gramme venues.

With lack of adequate time
for preparation for Dussehra
and fear of COVID-19 infec-
tion, many organisers stuck to
the tradition of 'Ravana Dahan'
by using old video footage as
well as light and sound effects.

Organisers of one of
the oldest Ramleelas in the city,
Luv Kush Ramleela
Committee, held a Dussehra
programme at Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia's res-
idence, in a symbolic end of
coronavirus and pollution per-
sonifying Ravana. " D e f e a t
pollution and corona which are
the real Ravana of today,"
Sisodia said on the occassion.
In view of the COVID-19
threat, difficulties in keeping
the crowd size under 200 and
enforcing social distancing
norms, many Dussehra festival
organisers had to depend on
safer ways to maintain the tra-
dition.

"The use of light and sound
effects mixed with old footage
of 'Ravana Dahan' is safe as
controlling the crowd at the fes-
tival is very difficult," said
Ashok Goel of Sri Keshav
Ramleela Committee in Model
Town.

The Delhi Disaster
Management Authority
(DDMA) issued guidelines for
holding gatherings ahead of the
festivals, on October 11, limit-
ing number to maximum of
200 people and putting restric-
tions on setting up food stalls,
swings, squatting among oth-
ers at the venues. A n i l
Sharma, president of RK
Puram Ramleela Dharmik
Samiti, said a short version of
a four-day long Ramleela was
held that concluded with a
symbolic 'Ravana Dahan' with
the use of sound and light
effects. PTI
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New Delhi: The Delhi Police issued over 1,793 challans on Sunday
on the occasion of Dussehra for violation of COVID-19 norms,
officials said. A total of 1,711 challans were issued to those who
were found not wearing masks, 18 challans for spitting and 64
challans were issued to those found violating social distancing
norms, according to the Delhi Police data.

A total of 1,793 challans have been issued for various vio-
lations till 4 p.m. on Sunday, officials said. Citing the collective
data, the Delhi Police said since June 1,54,26,561 challans have
been issued for mask violation, 3,112 challans for spitting and
33,439 challans for violation of social distancing norms. IANS
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From Page 1
State BJP Chief VD Sharma

in Bhopal was present on
Sunday.

Welcoming Lodhi in the
BJP, Chouhan accused Kamal
Nath of running a one man
show in Congress party and
advised him to introspect why
the Congress party was going
from bad to worse. Alleging
that Congress leaders have
been calling him names,
Chouhan asked Congress to
talk about development.Lodhi
after joining the party affirmed
he wishes that the BJP wins all
the 28 seats in the state.

CM Chouhan asked was
the BJP apprehensive of dis-
mal show in bypolls was
including Congress MLA in
BJP, claimed that if an able
worker wished to be included
in BJP, our party decided him
to let him do so.MP Congress
in a tweet put up a brave face
saying the BJP by ‘buying’
another Congress MLA
proved that the ruling party
wasn’t winning a single seat in
MP bypolls.In present sce-
nario the BJP will need seven
wins to reach to the majority
mark of 115 in MP assembly
while the Congress will need
to win all the 28 seats to
reclaim majority.

From Page 1
Necessitated due to the

previous alignment having seen
extensive damages due to sink-
ing and other natural hazards,
the road serves as an important
link to bolster defence pre-
paredness in the Nathula Sector
in particular and in whole of
East Sikkim in general.

He had a few days back
dedicated 44 permanent bridges
mostly in border areas thereby

enhancing the logistical support
to the front line troops at the
LAC and the Line of Control
(LOC) facing Pakistan. Sikkim
got four bridges. In an address
to a group of soldiers at the base
on Saturday evening, Rajnath
said India always tried to main-
tain good relations with its
neighbours, but situations arose
from time to time when its
armed forces had to make
supreme sacrifices to protect the
sovereignty and territorial
integrity of the country.

"China's role in the break-
out of this pandemic may be
disputable but its misuse of
their riches by unleashing ter-
ror on the borders of Bharat and
boisterous efforts to invade our
territories are well-known to the
whole world. The Indian
defence forces, Government
and the people remained
unfazed and responded sharply
to this attack. This example of
a strong resolution, exercising
self-respect and bravery has
stunned China," Bhagwat said.

"The only way for India to
neutralise the neighbouring
country's demonic aspirations is
to grow bigger than Beijing eco-
nomically, strategically, in mat-
ters relating to internal securi-
ty and border security and also
by way of improving ties with
neighbours and bettering our
international relations," the RSS
chief said.

"The policies proposed by
our leaders seem to be charting
those very horizons. Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, Nepal and
Myanmar- such neighbouring
countries have shared a friend-
ly bond with us and are more or

less aligned over issues of values
and ethical code with us,"
Bhagwat said.

"We must now pace up our
efforts to secure cooperative
bonds with these countries.
The impediments in this jour-
ney like the differences of opin-
ions, conflicted issues and old
grouses must be settled sooner
than later," the RSS chief said.

"We intend to be friendly
with all. This is our nature. But
mistaking our benevolence for
weakness and attempts to dis-
integrate or weaken us by sheer
brute force is unacceptable. Our
reckless detractors should know
this by now. The indestructible
patriots and their formidable
valour, leaders with a sense of
self-respect and the indomitable
ethical-patience of the citizens
should have sent a loud and
clear message to China," he said.

"This must compel it to
reform its attitude but if push
comes to shove we will not fall
short of alertness, firmness and
readiness, this resolve is clear
among our countrymen,"
Bhagwat said.

Alluding to the protests
over the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA) which
he said "doesn't oppose any spe-
cific religious community",

Bhagwat charged that "oppor-
tunists took advantage of this
delicate situation by unleashing
organised violence and causing
social unrest in the name of
protests". "As a consequence, a
tense atmosphere was created in
the country that put our com-
munal harmony at stake," he
said.

"The CAA was lawfully
passed in Parliament as per the
due constitutional process. This
law envisaged expediting the
process of granting citizenship
to our brothers and sisters who
face discrimination and perse-
cution in some of the neigh-
bouring countries and are dis-
placed to seek refuge in our
country. These countries have a
history of religious persecu-
tion against minorities. This
amendment in the Citizenship
Act does not oppose any par-
ticular religious community,
Bhagwat said.

"The constitutional provi-
sions for granting citizenship to
foreigners who come to Bharat
continue to be the same. But
those who wanted to oppose
this new law misled our Muslim
brothers by propagating a false
notion that it was aimed at
restricting the Muslim popula-
tion.

"Even before something
could be thought out and done
to resolve the CAA-triggered sit-
uation the corona pandemic
crept in and gradually took
hold. In the background, the
efforts by rioters and oppor-
tunists to reignite the conflict
still continue," the RSS chief
said.

Averring that the corona
pandemic had shadowed all
other developments issues in
India and across the country
including "many noteworthy
incidents that took place
between the last Vijayadashami
and now", Bhagwat said: "While
Article 370 was abrogated well
before the Vijayadashami last
year, the Honourable Supreme
Court on November 9, 2019
passed an unambiguous, verdict
in the Ram Janmabhoomi case,
thereby making a historical
judgment".

The RSS chief said that the
exemplary patience and under-
standing displayed by Indians
regarding this judgment became
evident in the restraint along
with piety and festive fervour
displayed on August 5 in
Ayodhya at the bhoomipujan
and shilanyas samaroh of the
soon-to-be constructed Ram
Mandir there.

On the corona crisis,
Bhagwat said: "The corona pan-
demic has bestowed the wisdom
to differentiate regular from
irregular and eternal from tem-
porary upon all of humanity.
With many families actively
deliberating sustainable lifestyles
compatible with the time and
space and the ways to transition
into those, people have become
acutely aware of the merit of cul-
tural ethos. Humans have once
again realised the importance of
family systems and the need for
harmonious coexistence with
nature".

From Page 1
To Congress demands that

the Government make a full
disclosure of the events in
Ladakh and the land under
Chinese occupation, the Centre
and the BJP have responded
with references to the 1962 war
during the Opposition party's
rule then. "The Chinese have
taken our land. When exactly
is GOI planning to get it back?
Or is that also going to be left
to an 'Act of God'?" Rahul had
tweeted earlier sarcastically
after Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman's statement that
the economy was in bad shape
due to the pandemic which is
an act of God.

"How can they say there is
no incursion and nothing has
happened when our Army is
having a stand-off? We have to
raise these issues," Rahul had
said on another occasion.

"Even though the media
and Narendra Modi are trying
to divert it, they can't hide the
issue beyond a point," he had
said, comparing the
Government to people "wear-
ing ear plugs".

From Page 1
“Today, the Khadi here has

become famous as 'Ohaka
Khadi',"  he said in his radio
address.

"Khadi has been a hall-
mark of simplicity for a long
time, but, today, our Khadi is
being known as an eco-friend-
ly fabric. In terms of health, it
is body friendly fabric, all weath-
er fabric and today Khadi fash-
ion statement is being made," he
said.

Continuing with his stress
on innovation and developing
local solutions, the PM gave the
example of women in
Jharkhand who created an app
to deliver vegetables straight
from the farm fields.

"During lockdown, many
uses of technology-based ser-
vice delivery have taken place in
our country, and now it is no
longer that only big technology
and logistics companies can do
this. In Jharkhand, this work has
been done by women's self-help
group. These women took veg-
etables and fruits from the
farmers' fields and delivered
them directly to their homes.
These women built an app
called 'Livelihood farm fresh'
through which people could
easily ask for vegetables," Modi
said.

"Through this whole effort,
farmers got good prices for

their vegetables and fruits, and
people also got fresh vegetables.
The idea of 'livelihood farm
fresh' app is becoming very
popular there. During lock-
down, the app has brought
fruits and vegetables worth
more than 50 lakh rupees to the
people", he said.

In the same vein, Modi
pointed to enterprise and exper-
iments of people in their busi-
ness to earn better livelihood
and gave example of Manzoor
Ahmed Ali, a woodcutter in
Pulwama, Jammu & Kashmir
who overcame his poverty by
first making boxes of apples and
then starting business of pencil
manufacturing.

"Manzoor found this very
beneficial and his income also
started increasing significantly.
With time he bought a pencil
slate manufacturing machinery
and after that he started sup-
plying pencil slate to the big
companies of the country.
Today, his business turnover is
in crores and they are also giv-
ing livelihood to about two
hundred people," the PM said
explaining a wood-cutter's suc-
cess story by sheet dint of enter-
prise and hard work.

Modi referred to the new
farm laws which allow contract
farming saying youth are seeing
new possibilities in the agricul-
ture sector and "joining in large
numbers."

"Atul Patidar has digitally
connected 4,000 farmers of his
region in Barwani, Madhya
Pradesh. These farmers are get-
ting agricultural goods, for
example, manure, seeds, pesti-
cide, fungicide at home delivery
through Atul Patidar's e-plat-
form. Modern agricultural
equipment is also available on
this digital platform," he said.

Talking of local innova-
tion, the PM also spoke about
Tamil Nadu man who convert-
ed his salon into a library.

"During Mann Ki Baat
today, we will get to know
about an interesting person-
Ponmariappan from Tamil
Nadu. He has a very small
salon where he has done exem-
plary work. He has converted a
small portion of his salon into
a library," said Modi. 

From Page 1
Dharambir is survived by

his wife Sumita, daughter
Poonam and two sons Saurav
and Sachin. He was the sole
earner in the family. Poonam
got engaged a couple of days
back and her marriage had
been fixed for March 25 next
year.

According to Atul Kumar
Thakur, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), South district, a case of
car theft was reported on
Thursday at Lodhi Colony
police station. 

"The vehicle was stolen
from Lodhi Colony and inves-
tigation was marked to ASI
Vijay. During examination of
the CCTV footage, it was found
that the accused persons had
come on an auto-rickshaw.
The son of the deceased was
found to be the registered
owner of the auto-rickshaw. His
father Dharambir had rented
out the auto," said the DCP.

"Dharmabir was asked to
join the investigation. Based on
his disclosure, a man named
Satish, who was driving the
auto at the time of the incident
and another person named
Ghewar Ram Chowdhary, both
residents of Fatehpur Beri,
were arrested," said the DCP. 

"The role of Dharambir
was being probed. ASI Vijay
was questioning him in a room
on the first floor at Lodhi
Colony police station. Vijay
went to the bathroom, leaving
Dharambir in the room. When
he returned, he did not find
Dharambir there. He found

that Dharambir was lying on
the floor in the central court-
yard of the police station," said
the DCP.

"He was immediately
rushed to AIIMS by the police
personnel. During treatment at
the Trauma Centre, Dharambir
died, following which his fam-
ily members were informed.
Further needful action is being
taken. Information has been
sent to Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate for the needful
action. Disciplinary action has
been initiated and ASI Vijay
has been suspended," said the
DCP adding that two consta-
bles -- Rajender and Sandeep -
- have been sent to district lines

Meanwhile, Saurav Kumar
(24), the son of deceased said
that on Saturday, two consta-
bles -- Sandeep and Rajender -
- came to their house and
showed a picture of an auto-
rickshaw to his father. 

"My father told them that
the auto belongs to him, fol-
lowing which they said the
SHO had sent them and he
needs to come to Lodhi Colony

police station. My father went
to the police station along with
them. Later, his phone got
switched off and we did not
have any communication with
him. Sometime later, my father
called us and said the police
were demanding Rs 50,000. He
asked us to bring the money,"
Saurav said. 

"I went to the Kalkaji tem-
ple and as there was a huge
rush at the temple, his turn
came after three hours later.
When I came back from the
temple, police informed us
that my father was admitted at
a hospital as he got injuries in
his legs and head. Later, one of
the constables blocked our
number and another switched
off his phone," said Saurav.

"I along with my family
searched for my father and
went to the police station and
later reached AIIMS hospital.
Police assaulted him brutally in
their custody for no reason due
to which he died. My father
cooperated and helped police
arrest the accused persons in
theft case," he said.

From Page 1
They also said the commanders will deliberate on matters

related to Human Resource Management and various agenda
points projected by the various Army Commanders.

The last day of the conference will include an update by the
Director General of Border Roads (DGBR) on the various infra-
structure development projects being undertaken by Border
Roads Organisation (BRO) and allied formations. Automation
initiatives to optimise utilisation of manpower at various levels
of the Army will also be discussed. 
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Maharashtra leads the tally
with more than 10,000 single-
day recoveries.

Also, 79 per cent of the
50,129 fresh Covid-19 cases
were reported from 10 States
and Union territories. Once
showcased as a role model for
containing the virus, Kerala has
emerged as the single largest
contributor of new cases in the
last two days, leaving behind
Maharashtra. Kerala reported
more than 8000 new cases
while Maharashtra recorded
6000 cases for the last two con-
secutive days.

At one point of time,

Maharashtra used to be not just
the largest contributor, but also
account for almost 40 per cent
of the cases reported across
India. That daily share has
gone down below 15 per cent
now, said the Ministry.

While 578 case fatalities
have been reported in the past
24 hours, nearly 80% of them
are concentrated in ten
States/UTs. Maharashtra has
contributed the maximum to
the new fatalities with 137
deaths.

Less than 1,000 deaths have
been continuously reported
for the last one week. The fig-
ure is below the 1,100-mark
since October 2, said the
Ministry.
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Marking the eighth week of
the ‘10 Hafte 10 Baje 10

Minute’ anti-dengue campaign,
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
checked for accumulated water
at home to prevent the breed-
ing of mosquitoes at his resi-
dence.

This week of the anti-
dengue campaign garners sup-
port from celebrities such as
Shankar Mahadevan, who will
be encouraging the citizens of
Delhi to religiously follow the
dengue prevention guidelines
such as inspecting their resi-
dences for signs of stagnant
water, draining the accumulat-
ed water or adding a layer of
oil/petrol to it to prevent the
breeding of mosquitoes.

Last year, similar coopera-
tion and support from promi-
nent celebrities such as veter-
an cricketer Virender Sehwag
and others had made the cam-
paign of the Delhi govern-
ment a huge success.

This year as well the cam-
paign seeks to engage several
celebrities and social media
influencers, to take part in the
campaign by recording them-
selves following the good prac-
tices advised during the cam-
paign and share the content for
the people through various
channels.

The participation by
Shankar Mahadevan has
encouraged lakhs of Delhiites
to follow the dengue preven-
tion guidelines.

Kejriwal had also said that
with the collective efforts of all
the Delhiites, "we have to stop
the breeding of dengue mos-
quitoes and protect our fami-
ly and the entire Delhi from
Dengue."

Taking to social media,
Kejriwal tweeted, "On the 8th
Sunday of Delhi's fight against
Dengue, I inspected my house
for accumulated water and
changed it. To prevent Dengue,
we have to stop the breeding of
mosquitoes. Just like last year,
dengue is under control in
National Capital. Delhi is
defeating dengue for the sec-
ond consecutive year."
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Air quality in the National Capital
remained in the “very poor” cat-

egory on Sunday morning with
areas like Mundka, Anand Vihar,
Jahangirpuri, Vivek Vihar and
Bawana recorded “severe” levels of
air pollution. The Air Quality Index
(AQI) recorded at 352 on Sunday.

The Ministry of Earth Sciences’
air quality monitor, System of Air
Quality and Weather Forecasting
and Research (SAFAR), said some
locations entered the “severe” zone
but that will be shortlived as winds
are expected to increase slightly.

The AQI was recorded at 346 on
Saturday at 366 on Friday and at 302
the previous day. An AQI between
0 and 50 is considered “good”, 51 and
100 “satisfactory”, 101 and 200
“moderate”, 201 and 300 “poor”,
301 and 400 “very poor”, and 401
and 500 “severe“.

“The air quality could improve
on Monday. “Delhi’s AQI is in the
‘very poor’ category with few loca-
tions entering a higher zone but that
will be shortlived. This is mainly
because the extremely calm local
surface winds, which were prevail-
ing yesterday, are likely to increase
slightly and may further pick-up by

October 26,” the SAFAR said.
It said that slow improvement in

the current condition is expected by
October 26, leading to a middle
range of ‘very poor’,” it said. The
SAFAR said the stubble-fire count
stood at 1,292 on Friday and its
share in Delhi’s pollution was nine
per cent.

The Delhi government has kick-
started its “Red Light On, Gaadi
Off ” anti-pollution campaign, for
which it has deployed 2,500 envi-
ronment marshals at 100 traffic
signals across the city to generate
awareness and curb vehicular 
pollution.
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Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
senior leader and MCD in-

charge Durgesh Pathak on
Sunday said that the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) is now doing
hooliganism to suppress the
voices of the protesting doctors
and nurses.

The AAP leader said that
BJP-ruled MCD has suspend-
ed four CMO level senior-
most doctors of the Hindu
Rao Hospital because they
were supporting the protest of
the doctors and nurses for the
pending salaries.

Pathak also said that BJP
leaders are continuously threat-
ening the protesting doctors
and asking them to withdraw
the protest. "The AAP oppos-
es the transfer of these senior
doctors and such hooliganism
by the BJP. AAP MLA Kuldeep
Kumar who was also present at
the press conference said that
the BJP-ruled MCDs have
become a den of corruption,
therefore, they are unable to
pay the salaries and now they
are threatening the COVID
warriors," he said.

Pathak said, "Doctors of
the BJP ruled MCD hospitals
are sitting on a hunger strike.
"Unfortunately, the Covid war-
riors who have fought day and
night to protect the lives of
people are going through such

a situation. The BJP ruled
MCD has not paid the salary of
this Covid warriors for the last
5-6 months. This inhuman
activity has created havoc on
their lives and they decided to
sit on hunger strike," he said.

Pathak further said, "The
BJP leaders are repeatedly
threatening the resident doc-
tors and the senior doctors of
these hospitals. The BJP lead-
ers are telling them to withdraw
this protest or else the MCD
will not anymore recognise
these doctors. We believe that
this is a very inhuman and
unfortunate development."

"India is a democratic
country and here every person
has a right to protest. But
today the BJP is trying to sup-
press the voices of the Covid
warriors and this is complete-
ly unacceptable. The doctors
have submitted in writing to
the mayor that the BJP leaders
are threatening them," he
added.

Pathak said, "On behalf of
the party I want to make it
very clear that we oppose such
inhuman behaviour. The
MCD has completely
destroyed the city by making
it a garbage capital."
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The Health Department of
Gurugram had launched its

first dedicated plasma bank for
Covid-19 patients on August
15, but the district health facil-
ities are still struggling to find
donors for it.

According to official data of
the health department, out of
24,010 recovered Covid-19
patients, only 338 came forward
for plasma donation so far. Of
these, 202 recovered coron-

avirus patients were found to be
fit for plasma donation.

"Around 401 units of plas-
ma at the Rotary Blood Bank
have been received from these
202 patient's, after which 397
units of Plasma have been
given by Rotary Blood Bank for
treatment of other Corona
infected patients," said
Gurugram Chief Medical
Officer (CMO) Virender Yadav.

He said there was a need to
reach out to the masses
through social and mainstream
media to create awareness for

plasma donation.
Meanwhile, doctors said

they are trying to motivate
people to donate plasma.

Apart from this, the district
administration has claimed
that the fatality rate has come

down from 0.85% to 0.78% in
the district.

The CMO, however, said
that Gurugram was on the
verge of being the first district
in the State to conduct 1 lakh
tests per million. “We have

already conducted more than
98,000 tests per million,” he
added. The recovery rate for
COVID-19 is 91.79% in
Gurugram.

Yadav said that the second
round of serological survey
has also been started from
Wednesday, and 850 tests will
be conducted across the dis-
trict. "Plasma donation is a per-
sonal decision, but we urge
people to come forward for
plasma donation. Plasma dona-
tion is safe and can save some-
one's life," Yadav said.

������	��	��	�� 89.	�9:;%

Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia has given

a call to defeat the evil sym-
bolised by Ravana, personified
today by pollution and 
coronavirus.

The Deputy Chief Minister
said “Dussehra is not just a fes-
tival but it also symbolises a
battleground against the evils of
today. “We must resolve to
defeat today's evils pollution
and corona,” he said.

Sisodia said this during
the celebration of Dussehra at
his residence, with a symbolic
burning of a Ravana effigy. The
famous Luv-Kush Ramlila
Committee, which burns
Ravana effigy every year at Red
Fort, organised an eco-friend-
ly symbolic event this year
because of the on-going coro-
na and pollution crisis.

During this time, Sisodia
performed a symbolic destruc-
tion of Ravana by shooting
arrows at the effigy. The effigy

and its destruction was purely
for symbolism as no cracker
was burnt.

On this occasion, Luv-
Kush Ramlila Committee -
Red Fort Committee’s General

Secretary Arjun Kumar, Leela
Mantri Ankush Aggarwal and
Chamber Of Trade & Industry

(CTI) Chairman Brijesh Goyal
were also present.

Sisodia congratulated the

Luv-Kush Ramlila Committee
for setting an example of how
to celebrate a pollution-free
Dussehra this year - by not
burning any Ravana effigies.
He said that we will also have

to take a pledge to celebrate a
green, cracker-free and pollu-
tion-free Diwali this year.

Sisodia said, “In our daily
lives, particularly in cities, we
contribute to pollution through

our use of vehicular transport
and other unavoidable means.
But now we have to take a
pledge to pollute as little as pos-
sible by acting responsibly in
areas where we have choices.”

&�
������!!
�	����%��	�	���$4
����!
���!!�	����������

��(����������������	��������
���
�
�������������
�����
���-���(

������	��	��	�� 89.	�9:;%

A40-year-old man was killed
after a cluster bus alleged-

ly hit him in northeast Delhi's
Seelampur area. The incident
took place on Saturday. 

The deceased has been
identified as Raj Kumar
Sharma.

According to a senior
police official, the incident
took place on Saturday around
9.30 pm and the accident hap-
pened on the slip road near
petrol pump. 

"Sharam, who was on bike,
died on the spot and his body
was sent to GTB hospital for
the post-mortem. The body
was later handed over to the
family members on Sunday
after the autopsy," he said. 

"The accused driver of the
bus, identified as Ashok Kumar,
fled from the spot after the inci-
dent, however, he was later
arrested on Sunday, police said. 
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Partially decomposed body of a girl was recovered by
the Delhi Police from a house in northeast Delhi's

Nand Nagri area on Sunday.
The deceased has been identified as Shweta, who is

around 17 to 18 years old. She is from Patna in Bihar and
was residing here with her uncle and aunt, police said.
According to Ved Prakash Surya, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP), Northeast district, the
body -- which was partially decomposed -- was recov-
ered from the house and preserved at the GTB hospital
for post-mortem.

The senior police official said Shweta's aunt is a beg-
gar. She came back home on Saturday night, but as nobody
opened the door, she slept at her neighbour's house.  On
Sunday, she called the police after which Shweta's body
was recovered. Shweta’s uncle is missing, police said,
adding that teams have been formed to trace him. 
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Gurugram: The Gurugram
police claimed to have nabbed a
member of an inter-State gang
from Jaipur, involved in a dozen
of robberies across the country.

According to the police, the
gang has committed over 16 big
robberies in various states
including Gurugram,
Chhattisgarh, Tamil Nadu,
Neemuch, Ujjain and Jaipur.

Police said that the accused
Gajraj, arrested on a tip-off, was
involved in a theft case which he
had committed along with his
three other accomplices earlier in
February at a courier office on
Badshahpur-Kadarpur road in
Gurugram and fled with Rs 2.48

lakh from the office.
However, in connection with

this incident the district police
had arrested the trio in February.
The accused were identified as
Rajesh Kir of Sawai Madhopur in
Rajasthan, Prince alias Bholu of
Charkhi Dadri in Haryana and
Anil of Bhondsi village in
Gurugram.

Following, incidents of bank
robberies in other states, the
Gurugram police was in contact
with the adjoining states police
and it was only then that they got
to know about this inter-state
gang of bank robbers which had
shifted its base to NCR.

Preet Pal Sangwan, ACP

(crime), said the gang was active
since 2008. Rajesh, Prince and
Anil were infamous bank robbers
and have served jail terms in the
past.

"The police are on a lookout
for the other members of the
gang," Sangwan said.

During interrogation, the
accused disclosed that they usu-
ally targeted banks and courier
offices because from these places
they could loot huge amount.
The accused have also confessed
that the looted items amount to
Rs 1.18 crore cash and 4 kg of
gold from various banks and
courier offices across the coun-
try. IANS
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In a tweaked tactic, operatives
of the terror groups in

Jammu & Kashmir have adopt-
ed Burqa (veil) in their bid to
outsmart the security forces
and evade surveillance.

The move by the terrorists
comes amid continuing attri-
tion of the terror operatives at
the hands of security forces and
is aimed targeting the uni-
formed men in the Valley in the
garb of veil.

Terrorists taking cover of the
veil is indicative of the dwindling
morale of the terror cadres who
are resorting to such measures
so as not to reveal their identi-
ties and protect themselves from
the pinpointed operation of the
security forces against the ultras
in the Valley.

Sources in the security agen-

cies said a number of operatives
and even over ground workers
(OGWs) of the Pakistan-spon-
sored Lashkar-e-Tayyeba have
been spotted in Sopore district
of the Union Territory.

The tactic has been

changed at the behest of their
handlers in Pakistan who have
directed the terrorists to carry
out hits against the security
forces’ personnel and their
establishment under the cover
of burqa, they said.

LeT commander Fayaz
War alias Umar has also been
spotted in burqa. He is sus-
pected to have been involved in
a number of grenade attacks
against the Forces in the Valley.

Earlier, various terror

groups had adopted locally
made mobile applications to
communicate with one anoth-
er in order to evade the sur-
veillance of the security agen-
cies. This was also being done
at the behest of the Pakistan
army-ISI military complex.

The terror groups have also
recently sought to change their
names in order to deny
Pakistan’s involvement in ter-
rorism in the Valley amid
Islamabad facing continued
scrutiny of the international
community for terror financing
including that of the Financial
Action Task Force (FATF). In
the last few months, a new out-
fit has sprung under the banner
of The Resistance Front (TRF)
which is essentially a new avatar
of the LeT, officials said.

Other changed tactics in
play in the Valley is a step up

in lone wolf attacks against
security personnel and elected
representatives or their family
members wherein one or two
terrorists on a motorbike exe-
cutes such hits.

The continuous bid to
upgrade the terror tactics by the
Pakistani masters comes amid
difficulties in infiltrating ter-
rorists through the tight securi-
ty grid along the Line of Control
(LoC). The terror groups are also
facing crunch in finding new
cadres due to a variety of reasons
amid the continuous liquidation
of the commanders and opera-
tives by the forces.

Major achievements of the
security forces in the last few
years include the killing of
Ansar Ghawtul Hind chief
Zakir Musa and Hizbul
Mujahideen commander Riyaz
Naikoo.
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As the first phase of poll in
Bihar closes by, the BJP on

Sunday accused the Congress
of forming a “radical syndicate”
along with the Jamaat-e-Islami
(Hind) and the Popular Front
of India and supporting
extremism in the country.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence, Union Minister Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi and BJP leader
Tom Vadakkan also asked if
Tejaswi Yadav and his party RJD
in poll-bound Bihar are also part
of the alleged arrangement.

The BJP leaders questioned
as to why the grand-old party
had begun to form alliances with
outfits that openly promoted
“terrorism and jihadism”. 

Political group Jamaat-e-
Islami has been banned by the
Centre under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act,
while the PFI is an alleged rad-
ical group facing allegations of
providing funds for protests
against the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA).

“The grand old party has
formed a brand-new alliance
with radical organisations --
Jamaat-e-Islami and PFI. For
the greed of power, the
Congress has formed this ‘rad-
ical syndicate’ to support rad-
icalism in the country,” Naqvi
claimed while addressing a
press conference at the BJP
headquarters.

“We want to ask Tejashwi
Yadav whether along with
Congress, his party (RJD) has

also made an understanding
with Jamaat-e-Islami and other
radical elements in Bihar. These
are questions of national secu-
rity, not politics,” Naqvi added.

He said Shiv Sena, which
has formed a government in
Maharashtra in alliance with
the Congress, would also have
to answer similar questions.

Naqvi also claimed that
when Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi was contesting the 2019
general elections from Wayanad
in Kerala, people across the
country were shocked to see
more flags of Jamaat-e-Islami
than of his party in the politi-
cal rallies there.

The Minister also alleged
that Gandhi never misses a
chance to meet the families of
PFI members and those who
were arrested by police for
involvement in anti-national
activities.

This was an apparent ref-
erence to the recent meeting of
Gandhi, a Kerala MP, with the
wife of a journalist from the
state who was arrested while on
his way to Hathras in UP, to
meet the family of the Dalit
woman who died last month
after being allegedly raped by
four upper caste men.

Journalist Siddique Kappan
is alleged to have links with the
PFI. The BJP in alliance with
the JD(U) and other parties is
facing a challenge from an
alliance of the RJD, the
Congress and left parties in the
upcoming Bihar Assembly
elections. 
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Once infested with insur-
gents and sans develop-

ment, two villages located a few
kilometres away from the Indo-
Myanmar border in Manipur,
have now started getting regu-
lar water supply under the
Union Jal Shakti Ministry’s Jal
Jeevan Mission.

Chief Minister of Manipur
N Biren Singh on Sunday inau-
gurated the two water supply
projects for the two villages
Khangbarol and Khengjoy in
Khengjoy Sub Division of
Chandel district in the North-
eastern State.

In Khangbarol, there are 82
households and the water supply
system has been designed keep-
ing in mind the projected pop-
ulation of about 1,000 till 2041.

With an estimated cost of
�60 lakh, this gravity-based
water supply system ensured
tap water connection to all 82
households with a present pop-
ulation of about 450. There is
a perennial source of water
from “Khangbarollok” located
at a distance of 6 km away from
the treatment site, said an offi-
cial from the Mission.

He said as the source is
located at a higher elevation
than the treatment site, gravi-
ty-based water supply scheme
was taken up.

For another village
Khengjoy which is located
about 20 Km from the Indo-
Myanmar border, the newly
inaugurated water supply sys-
tem caters to the water need of
73 families by providing tap

water connection.
Now, the operation and

maintenance of the scheme is
with the Village Water &
Sanitation Committee as envis-
aged under the Jal Jeevan
Mission to ensure regular and
long-term supply of potable
water in rural areas.

The official said providing
water in these villages was not
easy as accessibility remain the
biggest challenge in imple-
mentation of the water supply
schemes as like those in many
hilly areas as the region is
inaccessible during the mon-
soon season.

Transportation as well as
communication are biggest chal-
lenges as the area has poor net-
work coverage. In most cases,
dedicated man-power mobili-
sation remains a challenge.

In spite of Covid-19 pan-
demic, the officials of the
Public Health Engineering
Department had worked hard
to ensure that tap water reached
every rural home in these far-
flung villages, sources said.

Manipur has around 4.5
lakh households, but only
30,379 households have tap
water connections. During
2020-21, the State aims to pro-
vide 2 lakh functional tap con-
nections. During the 
current year, the State is plan-
ning for 100 percent coverage
of 1 district and 15 blocks and
1,275 villages. 

The State has planned for
100 per cent provision of
household tap connections 
by 2023 under the Jal Jeevan
Mission.
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Domestic airlines will oper-
ate 44.3 per cent fewer

flights at 12,983 departures a
week in the winter schedule
2020-21 which runs from
October 25 till March 27 next
year. The new schedule has
been approved at 60 per cent of
the capacity that airlines were
flying in the pre-Covid period.
Accordingly, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has cleared a sched-
ule for 12,983 weekly domestic
flights covering 95 airports in
winter 2020-21 - down 44.3%
from 23,307 in winter 2019-20.
Globally, airlines follow a win-
ter and summer schedule.

As per the schedule
released by the DGCA, SpiceJet
will have 54.7 per cent fewer
weekly departures during win-
ter schedule 2020-21 at 1957 as
against 4316 previously.
Similarly, Air India will oper-
ate half of its flights at 1,126
weekly departures during win-
ter schedule 2020-21 as against
2,254 weekly departures previ-
ously. GoAir will have 1203
weekly departures in the latest
winter schedule as against 2308
weekly departures previously.
Vistara will see a 38 per cent
drop in weekly departures dur-
ing the latest winter schedule at
852 as against 1376 previous-
ly. AirAsia will see a 34.2 per
cent decline in weekly depar-
tures in the latest schedule at
885 (1345 weekly departures
previously).

In comparison to last year’s
winter schedule, when 23,307
weekly domestic services were
approved by the DGCA, this
year’s winter schedule has got
just 55.7 per cent (12,983
flights) of those f lights
approved, according to the avi-
ation regulator. 

These 55.7 per cent flights
will be operating from 95
Indian airports between
October 25 and March 27,
2021, the DGCA said.

The domestic airlines will
fly to 95 airports including six
in Tamil Nadu like Salem,
Tuticorin, Madurai and
Chennai, four in Kerala includ-
ing Cochin and
Thiruvanthapuram and eight
in Karnataka, including
Vidyanagar, Hubli, Belgaum
and Bengaluru.

India resumed scheduled
domestic flights on May 25
after a gap of two months due
to the coronavirus pandemic.
At that time, airlines were per-
mitted to operate just 33 per
cent of their pre-Covid domes-
tic flights. This figure was
gradually increased in the later
months.
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The Association for
Democratic Reforms

(ADR) on Sunday said a total
of 18 per cent of the candidates
in fray for the November 3 by-
elections in 28 Assembly seats
in Madhya Pradesh have crim-
inal cases pending against
them, with 11 percent declar-
ing cases of very serious nature.

The ADR has analysed poll
affidavits of 355 candidates
revealed that 63 had declared
pending criminal cases, with
the Congress leading the list in
this category. According to the
ADR report, when it comes to
candidates with serious crim-
inal cases, the BJP tops the list
followed by SP.

Among the major parties,
14 (50%) out of 28 Congress
candidates, 12 (43%) out of 28
BJP candidates, 8 (29%) out of
28 candidates from Bahujan
Samaj Party, 4 (29%) out of 14
Samajwadi party candidates and
16 (9%) out of 178 Independent
nominees — whose affidavits
were analysed — declared the
pending criminal cases.

Those who have declared
serious criminal cases are 6
(21%) of the 28 Congress can-
didates whose affidavits were
analysed, 8 (29%) out of 28 BJP
candidates, 3 (11%) out of 28
BSP candidates, 4 (29%) out of
14 SP candidates and 13 (7%) out
of 178 Independents, ADR said.

Meanwhile, only one can-
didate declared a pending

murder case, and seven the
attempt to murder cases against
themselves.

Ten of the 28 constituencies
are in ‘red alert’ category, mean-
ing there are 3 three or more
candidates who have declared
criminal cases against them-
selves. All major parties have
given tickets to 25% to 50% of
their candidates with pending

criminal cases, the ADR said.
“Out of the 355 candidates,

80 or 23 per cent are crorepatis.
Among the major parties 23 or
82 percent out of 28 candidates
analysed from BJP, 22 or 79 per
cent out of 28 candidates
analysed from Congress, 13 or 46
per cent out of 28 candidates
analysed from BSP, 2 or 14 per
cent out of 14 candidates
analysed from SP and 14 or 8 per
cent out of 178 Independent can-
didates have declared assets
worth more than �1 crore,” it
said. By-elections are being held
in 28 seats in Madhya Pradesh
on November 3. Most of these 28
seats fell vacant when rebel
Congress members resigned
from the party and the assembly
to join the BJP.
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Wholesale onion prices are
said to have fallen by up

to �10 per kg in key consum-
ing markets such as Delhi,
Mumbai and Chennai with
the increase in the arrival of the
perishable commodity after
the Government imposed
stock limits on traders to check
hoarding and price rise.

The Ministry of Consumer
Affairs data for October 25
quoted the maximum price to
be �94 per kg and the mini-
mum �34. The model price is
at �70 a kg. Interestingly, there
are several parts of the coun-
try including Rampurhat,
Malda, Rajkot, Pune,
Bhopal, Ahmedabad and
Ambikapur where it is
being sold at 
�35-40 per kg.

Onion prices
showed a declining
trend even in produc-

ing areas. For instance, in
Lasalgaon in Maharashtra, Asia’s
largest wholesale onion market,
onion prices dropped by �5 per
kg to �51 per kg in just one day
after the Government’s order on
stock limits.

Among consuming mar-
kets, Government data showed
that wholesale onion prices in
Chennai declined to �66 per kg
on October 24 from �76 per kg
on October 23. Similarly, the
rates in Mumbai, Bengaluru
and Bhopal too fell by �5-6 per
kg to �70 per kg, �64 per kg
and 40 per kg, respectively, in
just one day, the data showed.

The prices
dropped follow-
ing some
improvement in
daily arrival of
onion in these
c o n s u m i n g
markets. The

prices of onions
increased due to

shortage of supply as onion
crops in Karnataka and
Maharashtra damaged due to
extensive rain.

According to the data, the
daily arrival in Delhi’s Azadpur
mandi, the world’s largest veg-
etable market, increased to
over 530 tonnes, while it
improved to 1,560 tonnes from
885 tonnes in Mumbai.  In
Chennai, daily arrivals rose to
1,400 tonnes from 1,120 tonnes
earlier. Similarly in Bengaluru,
daily arrival in mandis rose to
3,000 tonnes from 2,500
tonnes. However, in cities such
as Luckdown, Bhopal,
Ahmedabad, Amritsar, Kolkata
and Pune, the arrivals are yet
to increase.

On October 23, the gov-
ernment had invoked the
Essential Commodities
Amendment Act and imposed
stock limits of 2 tonnes for
retailers and 25 tonnes for
wholesalers till December 31 in

order to check hoarding and
cool down prices which have
touched �100/kg in some retail
markets.

“The improvement in
arrival shows that some traders
were hoarding and have start-
ed offloading it on fear of
action. The other reason is that
onion is a perishable com-
modity and one cannot hold it
for long, especially in areas fac-
ing heaving rainfall,” a senior
government official said. The
government has also taken
several measures to boost
domestic availability and check
price rise. It has banned

exports and relaxed norms for
import of the commodity.

Besides, the government is
releasing onion from its buffer
stock in retail market and key
mandis to provide relief to con-
sumers from price rise. Onion
prices have come under pressure
due to heavy rainfall in key
growing states of Maharashtra,
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh
that has damaged the standing
kharif crop, which is expected to
hit mandis from next month.
The government is estimating
about 6 lakh tonnes fall in
onion production to 37 lakh
tonnes this kharif season.
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Aligarh/Hathras: The relatives
of the victim said the cheque
given by Rahul Gandhi as finan-
cial help is still sealed and not
opened. Family members said in
a month or two, CBI should
complete their investigation so
that they will get justice. They
also said that they are very
much thankful to the people
who are supporting them in this
time of grief.

After the accident, Rahul
Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi
visited and met the family of the
Victim and gave a cheque as
financial help. Now in this con-
nection, the father of the victim
told that he is aware of the

cheque in this envelope, but he
has not yet opened the envelope.
He said that he does not know
the cheque amount. He is think-
ing of opening a new account
and putting this cheque in that
bank. Family members said that
CBI should complete their inves-
tigation in a month or two so
that they will get justice. 

They also added that they
all are very much thankful to
the people who are supporting
them in this time of grief. The
same situation is for the way to
the village. The routine of the
village is coming on the track,
but the family is not going out
of the village. 

Aligarh: The CBI team investigating the Hathras inci-
dent has camped in Aligarh. CCTV footage has been
sought by CBI from JNMC where the victim was admit-
ted for the treatment so that those whoever visited the
victim can also be brought under questioning.

The CBI team investigating the incident of gang
rape and subsequent death of the victim in Hathras has
now made Aligarh as their headquarters. The team
members are now staying here in the civil line area at
night. According to the sources, the members of the
CBI team are constantly in contact with some doctors
of JN Medical College. It has been said that the doc-
tors are very satisfied with the way the CBI is investi-
gating this case and said that the way of their inquiry
is highly respected. It has been told that the CBI has
now sought CCTV footage and details from the med-
ical college of all the places where the victim was admit-
ted before being referred to Delhi. The team wants to
know who came to meet the victim and how long he
has been with her. The team wants to know what the
sequence of improvement is or decline in the health of
the victim during treatment. The medical college staff
is also fully assisting the team in this investigation.

Aligarh: Aligarh Division is now going to be the hub of Tele-
Medicine, Tele-Consultant. Tele-Medicine and Tele-
Consultant control Room will improve the health services
of CHC, PHC of Kasganj, Etah and Hathras.

Tele-Medicine, Tele-Consultant control room will be set
up in Aligarh. It will work on the logic of the E-Sanjeevani
control room. CHC and PHC's patients will be able to under-
go treatment by the doctors of the Divisional Headquarters.
Tele-Medicine, Tele-Consultant control room will be built
in 18 divisions including Aligarh. 

The state government has taken the initiative of this
scheme to provide health facilities in all the districts under
which the district sub-centers, urban and rural primary health
centers and health and wellness centers will be facilitated.
Through Tele-Medicine, Tele-Consultant control, CHO and
medical officers will be able to take advice from medical col-
lege and divisional level MBBS doctors and specialists. In the
first phase, this facility is going to be started in 5 medical col-
leges in the state and 18 divisions in the second phase. Tele-
Medicine, Tele-Consultant Control Room will be made in
Deen Dayal Upadhyay Hospital, Aligarh with the cost of Rs
24 lakhs.  PNS
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Continuing its drive against drug
peddlers and those possessing the

contraband, the Mumbai Zonal unit of
the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB)
has arrested television actress Preetika
Chauhan and a drug peddler Faisal for
allegedly possession of drugs.

Giving details of the arrests made
and contraband seized,  an NCB offi-
cial said here on Sunday that follow-
ing a tipoff of a Marijuana deal, the  his
department officials arrested the duo
from Fishermens Village at Versova
and seized 99 gms of Ganja from
them. During the interrogation, the

two revealed that they got the drug
from one Deepak Rathaur, who lived
at Versova in north-west Mumbai.

Preetika (30) and Faisal  were pro-
duced a designated court on Sunday

for remand and further investiga-
tions are underway Hailing from
Himachal Pradesh, Preetika has acted
in several TV serials like CID,
Savdhaan India and Hanuman during
the last five years, Meanwhile, in a sep-
arate operation, the NCB officials
arrested a Tanzanian national -- iden-
tified as Bruno John Ngwale – near
Masjid Bunder station on Saturday
night and seized 4 gms of Cocaine
Subsequently, the officials raided a
place in Versova and a vehicle to make
more drug seizures last night. During
the raids, the officials seized 4.40 gms
Ecstasy and 1.88 gms MDMA and
arrested one Rohit 
Hire from Versova.  They also inter-
cepted a vehicle with 325 gms Ganja,
32 gms Charas and 5 gms
Methamphetamine along with
Rs.12,990 cash.
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The Jammu office of the
Peoples Democratic Party

(PDP) has suddenly become a
new battleground to exhibit
the spirit of 'patriotism' in
Jammu & Kashmir.  

For the last two days ding
dong battles have been going
on between the PDP leaders
and the local youth represent-
ing different organisations who
are converging there to hoist a
tricolour in the PDP office.  

To prevent any attack on
the PDP office the security per-
sonnel had spread concertina
wire but the same failed to
deter the enthusiasts from

climbing the boundary wall of
the PDP office.  

The events took an ugly
turn soon after the PDP Chief
made an announcement that
she would not raise the nation-
al f lag until Jammu &
Kashmir's flag, constitution
and the special status were
restored.

On Saturday she along
with other constituents of the
Peoples Alliance for Gupkar
Declaration  also adopted the
flag of the erstwhile State of
Jammu and Kashmir as its
party symbol.    

After the battle lines were
drawn by the rag-tag coalition
of Kashmiri politicians some of

the political activists in Jammu
reacted to the sudden political
development.  

The first incident of flag
hoisting in the PDP office was
reported late Saturday evening
by the local media.

A small group led by an
activist Amandeep Boparai
climbed  the boundary wall of
the PDP office and attempted
to hoist the tricolour. Some of
the PDP leaders including for-
mer MLC Firdous Tak rushed
out of the office complex and
resisted such efforts. They even
exchanged hot words with
these activists and directed the
security personnel on duty at
the gate to evict them from the

party office.  Boparai told
reporters, “we will not tol-
erate the insult of the tri-
color. They are trying to
convert the PDP office
into another Lal Chowk of
Srinagar where we cannot
hoist a tricolor”.

After the activists left
the place the tricolor was
apparently brought down
by the PDP leaders.
Ironically, PDP leaders
from Jammu had hoisted
tricolor outside the party
office at a simple ceremo-
ny on August 15, 2020 and
also recited National
Anthem on the occasion.
On Sunday even posters of

the PDP leaders were painted
with different colors and sev-
eral flags were hoisted by these
activists to register their protest

against the PDP Chief
Mehbooba Mufti.  

On  Sunday, the situation
turned grim when several small
groups including supporters
of Amandeep Boparai took
out a  Tiranga rally and assem-
bled outside the PDP office and
hoisted several tricolors.

Activists of Akhil Bharatiya
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP)
also arrived there to register
their anger and painted the
faces of PDP leaders in differ-
ent colors. 

The police personnel pre-
sent in large numbers were seen
making half hearted efforts to
prevent these activists from
hoisting the tricolor.
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Hy d e r a b a d / Vi j a y a w a d a :
Dussehra was celebrated across
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh
on Sunday with devotion but on
a subdued note due to COVID-
19 pandemic.

The usual festive buzz was
missing in both the Telugu states.
Wearing masks and maintaining
social distance, people visited
temples to offer prayers to
Goddess Durga on the occasion
of Vijayadashami.

Clad in their festive best, peo-
ple thronged temples, from the
crack of dawn, to worship the
Goddess. Temples were decked
up with lights and flowers and
special pujas conducted as part of
celebrations. Special puja was
performed at Kanaka Durga tem-
ple in Vijayawada. Devotees
queued up at the famous temple
at Indira Kiladri for darshan.

Union Minister of State for

Home, G. Kishan Reddy wor-
shipped at Kanaka Durga temple.
The BJP leader, who was in
Vijayawada to inaugurate the
state BJP office, said he prayed for
people's protection from coron-
avirus.

Bhadrakali temple in
Warangal, Peddamma temple at
Jubilee Hills, Hyderabad and

Yellamma temple at Balkampet
also saw major congregations.

However, both the states saw
low-key celebrations due to the
pandemic. The usual hustle bus-
tle associated with the shopping
and celebrations of Dussehra
was clearly missing.

Only few vehicles were seen
at temples for the traditional

Ayudha puja as most people pre-
ferred to perform the puja at
home.

Traders said the sale of flow-
ers and fruits saw a big drop com-
pared to the previous years.
Many devotees preferred virtual
darshan from comforts of their
home to avoid the crowd at tem-
ples. Telangana Governor Dr
Tamilisai Soundararajan, Andhra
Pradesh Governor Biswa Bhusan
Harichandan, Telangana Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao
and his Andhra Pradesh coun-
terpart Y. S. Jagan Mohan Reddy
greeted the people on the occa-
sion of Vijaya Dasami.

“The Navaratri festival
renews us with the spirit of joy
and jubilation. The main message
of the festival is triumph of good
over evil has an everlasting rele-
vance,” Soundararajan said in
her message. PT
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Ahmedabad: The hope to convert
the decommissioned warship
'Viraat' into a museum is fading as
the company which purchased it for
dismantling has finally started tow-
ing it towards its scrap yard at Alang
in Gujarat after waiting for nearly
three weeks.

Mumbai-based private compa-
ny Envitech Marine Consultants Pvt
Ltd, which last month showed inter-
est in converting the aircraft carri-
er into a museum, is yet to get a No-
Objection Certificate (NOC) for the
project from the Ministry of
Defence.

The warship, inducted into the
Indian Navy in 1987 and decom-
missioned in 2017, was bought by
Shree Ram Group, an Alang-based
ship-breaker, for Rs 38.54 crore at an

auction in July this year.
“We have started the process of

pulling Viraat towards our scrap
plot. It was 3,000 feet away in the sea
and now it is being brought nearer.
It is still 1,500 feet away,” Shree Ram
Group Chairman Mukesh Patel told
PTI on Saturday.

Further towing of the vessel
towards the scrap plot will be done
during the next high tide, he said.

The company which has shown
interest in buying it and converting
it to a museum is still not able to
procure the NOC from the defence
ministry and is working on it, he
said. “The company had asked us if
the vessel can be salvaged. I replied
that it is possible with the latest tech-
nology, but it will be very  difficult
and too costly,” Patel said. PTI

Aligarh: On one hand preprations for celeberating
Dushehra were in full swing as a mark of the victory of Lord
Rama over Ravana in whole country and on the other hand
there was one section in Aliagrh which observed the
Dushehra as day of mourning.They believe that Lord Rama
had killed Ravan who was a renowned scholar by ditch-
ing him. They say that Ravana is our family deity and we
will observe condolence on that day and will keep a fast.
Saraswat Brahimns believe that they belong to Ravana fam-
ily tree.

Aligarh division has nearly 12 tribal communities
which include Giraha, Bheel, Habura .KanJad and Bheel
who worship Ravana.Apart of that one section of Kanyakubj
Brahimins also worship

Ravana. They believe that Ravana is the symbol of pros-
perity and is god of Kanyakubj community. It is a sect of
Brahimin community and Ravana had also belonged to it.
A section of Kanyakubj Brahimins is making efforts to con-
struct temple of Ravana. There is a Ravana temple in
Bishrikh village of Noida. In this connection, Rajababu,
Secretary Kanyakubj Brahimin Sabha says that,” Ravana is
not symbol of evils but of scholarship”. He added that,”
Ravana was scholar of Veda and Purans and it is not prop-
er and justified to burn his effigy on Dussehra.  PNS

Palghar:A 16-year-old tribal girl
was  allegedly raped by a man when
she took her cattle for grazing in a
field in Maharashtra's Palghar dis-
trict, a police official said on
Sunday. The incident took place at
Manor in the district on October
21, he said.

While the girl was out in the
field with her cattle, the man
dragged her to the bushes and
allegedly raped her, the official said.

Based on a police complaint
filed by the victim, a case was reg-
istered against the accused on
Friday under Indian Penal Code
Section 376 (rape) and provisions
of the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, he
said. PTI

Kolkata: West Bengal on
Saturday reported the highest
single-day discharge of 3,753
COVID-19 patients, taking the
total number of recovered peo-
ple to 3,02,340, the health
department said in a bulletin.

The discharge rate is now
87.49 per cent.

The coronavirus tally in the
state rose to 3,45,574 after
4,148 people tested positive for
the disease, while 59 fresh
fatalities pushed the death toll
to 6,427, it said.

The number of active cases
is now 36,807.

The 4,148 new cases
included 896 from North 24
Parganas district, 895 from
Kolkata, 229 from South 24
Parganas and 224 from
Howrah, the bulletin said.

Of the fresh fatalities, 19
were registered in Kolkata and
14 in Hooghly. The remaining
other deaths were reported
from various other districts.

The bulletin said that 44 of
the 59 deaths were caused
because of comorbidities where
COVID-19 was incidental.

In the last 24 hours, 44,724
samples were tested for
COVID-19 in West Bengal,
taking the total number of
such tests to 42,55,801, the bul-
letin added. PTI
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Union Minister of State for
Home G Kishan Reddy on

Sunday said that BJP has been
emerging as a strong force in
Andhra Pradesh.

Inaugurating the BJP's state
office here on the occasion of
Dussehra, he said the party had
become the voice of the people
in the state.

He exuded confidence that
BJP will be further strength-
ened in the coming days under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Home Minister Amit Shah and
BJP National President J.P.
Nadda.

Kishan Reddy urged the
party cadres to take the
schemes being implemented by
the central government to the

people at the grass-root level to
further strengthen the party.

He also asked them to
ensure that the beneficiaries get
the benefits of various pro-
grammes being implemented
by the Modi government.

The Minister claimed that
BJP has the distinction of being
the political party with the
largest number of workers in
the world.

“In India, BJP has the
largest number of MPs, MLAs,
women representatives and is
ruling majority of the states.”

He urged the BJP leaders to
work together as a family to
take the party ahead.

He also appealed to all the
party leaders and workers to
work together for the welfare of
people and the development of
Andhra Pradesh.
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Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh): Famous for its
Banarasi sarees and wooden toys, the city of
Varanasi is now wooing a global clientele with
its famous glass beads.

These glass beads are among the 12 prod-
ucts from Varanasi included for Geographical
Indication (GI) tags. The Varanasi glass beads
industry -- which dates back to 200 years -
- produces beeds used in artificial jewellery,
adornments for curtains and door hangings
etc. With the US government increasing the
import duty by 20 per cent on Chinese prod-
ucts, the decision has come as a boon for city's
manufacturers of glass beads.

The local glass beads industry has wit-
nessed a 20 per cent increase in production
even during the Covid-19 pandemic, cour-
tesy the Yogi Adityanath government's
'Varanasi Glass Beads Cluster' scheme under

the 'skill development' programme.
The estimated outlay of the scheme is Rs

50 crore, 70 per cent of which will be borne
by the government and the remaining 30 per
cent by the companies associated with the
industry. According to Umesh Kumar Singh,
Joint Commissioner, Industrial Development
Department, Varanasi, a village in Rohaniya
block has been selected for a cluster shed and
will start functioning soon.

He said the production, demand and
marketing of the glass bead products will be
promoted under the Industrial Cluster
Scheme by the state government.

The craftsmen employed in the indus-
try will get further training in the tradition-
al style of making glass beads while oppor-
tunities of self-employment will be generat-
ed.  IANS
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Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray on Sunday

unleashed a new debate in the coun-
try, by asserting that if the GST system
of tax collection had failed, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi should admit
the mistake, make course corrections
in it  and if need be, go back to the old
system of taxation in the country.

Addressing a Dussehra rally at the
Savatantra Veer Savarkar hall  near
Shivaji Park in north-central Mumbai,
Uddhav said: “ I have a strong reason
to believe that the GST system has
failed. The Prime Minister should
admit that the system has failed and
make improvements in it. Otherwise,
if necessary, the Government should go
back to the earlier system of taxation”.

Uddhav slammed the Centre for
the delay in the release of a staggering
Rs 38,000 crore, which is due to the
state towards compensation of the
Goods and Services Tax (GST) and
devolution of taxes for the current fis-
cal (2020-21).

“On one hand, the Narendra Modi
government does not release the GST
compensation due to us. On the other,
the ruling BJP announces that it would
give vaccines free to all people in Bihar
free of cost. We would like to know
from the BJP as to whose it is spend-
ing to give free vaccines to the people
of Bihar?” Uddhav asked.

“In between the Centre came with
a proposal that the states borrow
money to fund the development works.
Now the Centre says it will borrow
money for the state. I would like to
know who will repay the borrowed
money,” Uddhav asked.The chief min-
ister said that when the powers to raise
taxes were with the states, the Shiv Sena
had opposed GST. The taxes from the
states would go to the Centre, which
would in  turn disburse money to the
states.

“If the Centre cannot give us com-
pensation of GST, I would invite all
chief ministers on one platform to
decide on the way out of the problem
the states are facing currently,” Uddhav
said.
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In line with the ongoing down-
ward trend in Covid-19 graph,

the deaths dropped further to 112
and the infections went down fur-
ther to 6,059.

A day after the infections
dropped to 6,417 while the deaths
came down to as low as 137,
Maharashtra logged in 112 deaths
and 6059 infections which are the
lowest in more than four months
now.

With 112 fresh deaths, the
Covid-19 toll mounted from 43,152
to 43,264. Similarly, with 6059
infections,  the total infected cases
jumped from 16,38,961 to
16,45,020.

As 5,648 more people were dis-
charged from various hospitals in
the state, the number of people dis-
charged from various hospitals
after full recovery since the second
week of March this year went up to
14,60,755 The recovery rate in the
state rose from 88.78 per cent to
88.88 per cent.

Of the 112 deaths reported on

Sunday, Mumbai accounted for a
maximum of 46 deaths.

In the lower range, there were
deaths each in Pune and Satara, 6
each in Thane and Nagpur, 5 in
Sangli, 3 each in Nashik, Solapur,
Jalna, Osmanabad, Chandrapur

and Gadchiroli, 2 each in Palghar,
Raigad and Jalgaon and one death
in Ahmednagar, Ratnagiri, Beed,
Nanded, Buldhana and Washim. In
addition, one person from outside
the state died in Maharashtra..

With 46 deaths, the Covid-19

toll in Mumbai shot up from 10,059
to 10,105, while the infected cases
rose by 1,222 to trigger a jump in
the infections from 250,059 to
251,281.

Meanwhile, the mortality rate
in the state stood at 2.63 per cent.
The number of “active cases” in the
state rose from 1,40,194 to 1,40,486.

Pune district, which continued
to be the worst-affected city-district
in Maharashtra, saw the total num-
ber of cases increase from 3,29,205
to 3,29,856, while the total number
of deaths in Pune increased from
6595 to 6604.

Thane district remained in the
third spot --after Pune and Mumbai
– after the total number of infec-
tions from 2,18,352 to 2,19,086,
while the pandemic toll rose from
5,268 to 5,274. 

Out of 86,08,928 samples sent
to laboratories, 16,45,020 have test-
ed positive (19.11 per cent) for
COVID-19 until Sunday.

Currently, 25,18,016 people are
in home quarantine while 13,572
people are in institutional quaran-
tine.
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Atablespoon of dust, two
squeezes of petrochem-
ical vapour, a dash of
industrial fume and a
lot of stubble soot is

Delhi’s favourite winter cocktail
served at dawn. High on pollution,
India dropped down the malnutri-
tion index to number 94 on the
hunger graph. But what could be
the connection between crop
residue burning, rising hunger and
rural discontent in Punjab? It is an
extractive agrarian economy work-
ing against nature. 

The problem of stubble burning
emerged in Punjab and surround-
ing areas when the native seeds and
agriculture were replaced by the
Green Revolution seeds — paddy
and wheat. The Punjabi farmers
were persuaded to grow cereals for
the nation, a mission they accom-
plished well. But going against
nature has its own consequences,
which the rivers, soil and people of
the State suffer each day. It’s a race
between cancer, addiction, crime,
falling prices and ecological devas-
tation to break their resilience. The
extractive economy has made a few
rich and many others greedy but it
has destroyed the soil, transported
the cows from the farms to indus-
trial units, while the bulls have been
slaughtered by the tractors. It has
transmogrified the organic econo-
my of Punjab into Udta Punjab.  

The paddy straw, which fed cat-
tle, is now being burnt, from far-
flung villages to Bhatinda and
Delhi. The smog effect came later
as scientists and environmentalists
forced farmers to delay the kharif
sowing. They did manage to save
water but the delay had other neg-
ative ramifications. The stubble
smoke was now riding on retreat-
ing monsoon winds and polluting
Delhi and the entire Ganga plains. 

Yet our suffering has not enno-
bled us. We have fed the extractive
economy again by giving hundreds
of crores of public money for
endorsing corporate solutions like
“happy seeder” and more tractors.
Allowing more resources — oil,
metal and so on — to be mined
from the earth and burnt in our
fields. Ecological myopia, blinded
by five-star seminars and social
media, has failed the farmers and
has been unable to curb the pollu-
tion. 

Each time a cycle of nature is dis-
rupted, cataclysms soon follow.
Punjab and Haryana experienced
a mini disruption as nature’s econ-

omy was replaced by an indus-
trial system of agriculture. True
to Macaulay’s principles, unfor-
tunately, our Indian mind has
not abandoned the conquest and
control of nature. As each year
passes, new problems emerge.
Air pollution caused the death
of over 1,19,000 children in
India in 2019, as per a recent
study. The farms that had given
our ancestors nutrition and
health now give us and our
Vasudeva Kutumbhukam fami-
ly — cows, bees, birds and so on
— death and disease. 

Two wrongs don’t make a
right; hence we need to innovate
within nature and not outside it.
We need to call upon our ancient
brethren for help, we need fungi.
Yes, we are talking about mush-
rooms. White, capped and nutri-
tious mushrooms can be the
solution to stubble burning,
falling incomes and malnutrition
in Punjab. Humans need to
reconnect the soil and their
lives with mycelium to solve
these problems.  

Ask any mycophile how by
burning paddy straw, farmers are
setting fire to gold. It is one of the
preferred media of growth for
many types of edible mush-
rooms in India. Whether they are
oyster or button, a farmer can
grow 600 to 900 grams of mush-
rooms per kg of straw. They don’t
require chemicals, pesticides or
other expensive inputs. All that
a farmer needs is to chop the
straw, add spawns/spores and
wait. In about 20 to 25 days the
first harvest is ready for pluck-
ing. The price of oyster mush-

rooms is somewhere between
�150 to 500 per kg. Also, keep in
mind, 500 grams of chopped
paddy straw is being sold at as
high as �300 on e-retailer web-
sites for mushroom cultivation
and garden mulch. Puthar area
alone reported �2 crore from the
sale of mushrooms with leftover
paddy straw. This practice is
slowly gaining ground but farm-
ers are far from harnessing the
power of fungi. 

How can the Government
help? Instead of putting more
resources into the pockets of the
automobile and petrochemical
industry, the Government needs
to get mycologists on board in
the planning process. Our pol-
icy should be to use bio-solu-
tions based on nature and
explore innovative uses of fungi. 

The first step is to study and
develop mushroom clusters in
Punjab and Haryana. As mush-
rooms grow well on paddy and
wheat straw, farmers will have
raw material after each rabi and
kharif harvest. Adequate storage
facilities should be encouraged at
the block level to store the straw
and grow mushrooms through-
out the year as a second crop. 

Next, farmers should be
trained, so that each farmer can
turn waste straw into gold by
producing edible or medicinal
mushrooms or selling straw to
mushroom growers. This can be
a boon for the small and mar-
ginal farmers of Punjab. Even in
a limited area, they can boost
production and diversify too.
This step will substantially add
to their income and also increase

nutrition produced per farm. A
mushroom diet can bring the
much-needed minerals and vit-
amin D in the rural thali, espe-
cially for pregnant women and
growing children. 

Along with the farmers, the
mushroom cultivation might
also boost the rural economy by
creating a new eco-system. A
new mushroom supply chain
will create more rural green
jobs. This will be an opportuni-
ty for farmers’ daughters/sons to
become rural entrepreneurs,
engaged in training, marketing,
aggregation and allied services,
supporting the mushroom
ecosystem. 

They can also diversify by
starting mini-spawn units in
the villages. Spawn/spores are
like the mushroom seed, they
need to be introduced to a
medium so the mycelium can
spread and produce mushrooms.
Currently, the spores or spawn
industry is still nascent in India
and the opportunities are end-
less. The Government, under the
National Horticulture Mission,
may even create a portal dedicat-
ed for trading mushrooms.
Potential buyers may interact
with farmers through it and
enter contracts. 

NGOs engaged in hunger
and poverty alleviation may
reduce stubble burning and
hunger by encouraging farmers
to partner with them and pro-
ducing food from waste straws
for the urban poor and under-
privileged people. Biodiversity
institutions have a critical role,
too, in categorising new varieties

of fungi in these areas and con-
serving them. 

But apart from this, conserva-
tion of local mushroom species
is a matter of India’s security. In
the words of the renowned
mycologist Paul Stamets, “bio-
diversity is biosecurity” and
India needs to still rediscover
our fungi biodiversity to face
challenges such as climate
change, growing hunger and
sustainability. Fungi-based
methods are being used to cre-
ate ethanol directly, without any
chemicals, and also mycoreme-
diation for soils and contaminat-
ed water resources. Punjab and
Haryana both desperately need
these to save their lands and peo-
ple from cancer and chemical
contamination. The children of
the Green Revolution — farm-
ers of Punjab and Haryana —
need to embrace fungi to save
themselves from the ill effects of
industrial agriculture. 

As for the policy-makers, we
know they have failed as spirals
of smoke enter our lungs daily.
They need to reorient if they
want to save public resources
and the people. Since the indus-
trial solutions are not working,
we need to seek help from
nature to rebuild the organic
rhythms of our land and econ-
omy. It is about time the “Land
of Soma” (also a mushroom)
looks towards fungi to help us
beat pollution and hunger
together.

(The writer is programme
director for policy and outreach,
National Seed Association of
India)
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Sir — The National Crime
Records Bureau’s (NCRB) Crime
in India 2019 report indicates
how crimes against women have
witnessed a steep rise across the
country. A total of 4,05,861 cases
were registered in 2019, an
increase of 7.3 per cent over 2018.
Unfortunately, the BJP
Government has not been able to
take any serious action against
the growing number of these
atrocities. It should also be noted
that in 2019, the country had
recorded 88 rape cases every day.
Of the total 32,033 reported
rape cases during the year, 11 per
cent were from the Dalit com-
munity. It is crucial that both the
police and the judiciary work
towards expediting the process in
rape cases. The culprits should be
nabbed quickly and swift 
punishment handed out to 
them. 

Additionally, parents need to
educate their children on gender
equality and make them aware of
the horrifying reality of gender
and caste-based violence in the
country. A total psychological
reformation of society is the
only solution.

Abdul H Maqdoomi 
Gulbarga 
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Sir — Due to the shortage of
onions caused by heavy rainfall,
their prices have witnessed a
sharp rise over the last few days
in Mumbai. The staple vegetable
is now retailing for �100 per kilo-
gram, higher than a pack of most
exotic vegetables. However, this
also highlights the failure of the
State Government to regulate the

prices of vegetables during a pan-
demic-hit economy. Rather than
making tall promises of offering
free Corona vaccines in Bihar,
which is yet to see the light of day,
the Centre should look at regu-
lating the prices of basic com-
modities, especially when the
unemployment rate is high and
the economy is in ruin.

Jayanthy Subramaniam
Mumbai
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Sir — US President Donald
Trump’s remark on “filthy”
Indian air during the presiden-
tial debate triggered a storm of
reactions. While some ques-
tioned the relationship between
the two countries and whether
Trump is indeed an ally, many
saw it as an opportunity for the
Indian Government to take the

issue of air pollution seriously. A
State of the Global Air 2020
report by the Boston-based
Health Effects Institute and the
Institute for Health Metrics and
Evaluation, released last week,
found that India had the highest
exposure to PM 2.5 in the world
last year. Additionally, every
winter, the national Capital finds
itself in a blanket of harmful
smoke. This, coupled with the
ongoing pandemic, can be detri-
mental to its 1.91 crore residents.
It is easy to call out Trump for
embarrassing India but we need
to accept the reality in order to
start looking for a viable solution. 

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee
Faridabad
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Sir — The Central Government
has recently approved the imple-
mentation of the Jammu and
Kashmir (J&K) Panchayati Raj
Act. However, is this what the
people of J&K really want, given
the fact that they have been alien-
ated ever since the abrogation of
Article 370?

Khushboo Ved
Ujjain
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In 1973, an Urdu film, Insaan Aur Gadha, was
suddenly ordered by the Government of
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto to be taken off the screens,

just weeks after it was released in cinemas in
Pakistan. Directed by the late actor and direc-
tor, Syed Kamal, the film was a satire on the con-
dition of people in Pakistan. Popular actor and
comedian Rangeela played the role of a donkey
who had turned into a person after praying to
God to transform him into a human being. 

In a biting reflection on the state of affairs
in Pakistan, after the donkey’s prayers are
answered and he turns into a man, he soon realis-
es that his existential purpose and sense of moral-
ity had more meaning, balance and clarity as an
animal than as a person. Disappointed by
humanity (or its lack thereof) he ends up ask-
ing God to turn him back into a donkey. 

The reason the movie got taken down by the
Government was a scene in which the donkey-
turned-man addresses a large gathering of don-
keys. He promises them that he would fight for
their rights and against their cruel and unjust
human masters. The late filmmaker, Mushtaq
Gazdar, in his book Pakistani Cinema: 1947-1997,
writes that the scene did not hide the fact that
it was parodying Prime Minister Bhutto’s signa-
ture style of populist oratory. This was what had
angered him. But his Government’s censor
board shared this reservation only with the pro-
ducers of the film. Publicly, the reason given for
the ban was that the scene had ridiculed the
masses by depicting them as a bunch of donkeys.

Even though the movie was eventually
allowed to return to the cinemas, it is interest-
ing to note the nature of the justification given
by an offended Government for its removal from
the country’s cinemas. 

Recently, the Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) banned the popular Chinese app
Tik Tok just days after Prime Minister Imran
Khan lamented that it was promoting “immoral-
ity” in the country. However, in a tweet, the senior
political commentator Najam Sethi insisted
that the app was banned because many of its local
content-makers were parodying and satirising
Khan’s populist rhetoric, which is in stark con-
trast to his Government’s political and econom-
ic incompetencies. 

The ploy of using moral or religious ratio-
nale and angles to ban a popular cultural prod-
uct that has offended a sitting ruler’s inflated ego
was not present in the country before the late
1970s. Had it been in use before that, the Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto regime would not have hesitated to
use it to ban Insaan Aur Gadha. Or for that mat-
ter, the Ayub Khan regime would have used it
to outlaw 1959’s Jago Hua Savera. 

Jago Hua Savera, scripted by the famous com-
munist poet Faiz Ahmad Faiz, is a story based
on the struggles of a poor fishing village in for-
mer East Pakistan. Ayub saw it as commentary
against his ambitious economic plans. But the
reason given by the regime for banning it was
that its content was “inflammatory” and that it
could arouse hatred among East Pakistan’s

Bengali majority against their West
Pakistani brethren. In today’s Pakistan,
Ayub could have simply banned it on
the grounds of it being a communist
film, and thus promoting atheistic
ideas. In his 1967 book, Islamic
Modernism in India and Pakistan, the
scholar Aziz Ahmad writes that the
founders of Pakistan went out of their
way to underline the fact that their idea
of Islam was different to the one held
by most ulema (Muslim scholars) and
clerics. To the founders, their idea of
Islam was inherently modern, rational,
sophisticated and progressive, as
opposed to the “reactionary” and
myopic ideas of the faith propagated by
the Islamists.

The State and various govern-
ments carried forth and further
expanded this narrative till 1974.
Therefore, till then, the notion of ban-
ning a cultural product on the basis of
morality would have seemed contrary
to this narrative or something that was
the domain of unsophisticated mullahs. 

However, things began to change
rapidly after the Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
regime handed the once-despised
“forces of myopia” their greatest victo-
ry through the constitutional Second
Amendment in 1974, which ousted the
Ahmadiyya community from the fold
of Islam.

Bhutto believed that he was ahead
of the curve by noticing the rising inter-
est in the Muslim world towards (albeit
utopian) ideas of “Islamic rule.” The
French political scientist, Oliver Roy, in
his 1992 book, The Failure of Political
Islam, agrees that indeed from the mid-

1970s, polities in the Muslim world had
begun to shift rightwards towards
political Islam.

But Bhutto was giving himself too
much credit for anticipating this shift,
and, more so, for believing that he was
monopolising it before the Islamic
parties could. Because no matter how
hard he tried, the Islamic parties
understood the dynamics of this bet-
ter than he did and were, therefore,
more adept at exploiting its emotion-
al and psychological appeal, as they did
during their 1977 protest movement
against the Bhutto regime. 

The tactic of using the Islamic or
morality card to proscribe a cultural
product which, in reality, has only
offended the ego of a ruler, earnestly
began from 1977 onwards, with the
coming to power of the reactionary Zia-
ul-Haq dictatorship.

Before my father passed away in
October 2009, he would often tell his
friends the story of how, soon after the
1977 coup, when he was a reporter at
a large Urdu daily, he was told that his
name had been put by the dictatorship
on a “blacklist” of “pro-Bhutto journal-
ists.” This meant he could not write any-
thing on politics. So, a few days before
1978’s Eid-ul-Aza — the day when
Muslims sacrifice bulls, goats or camels
— my father was allowed by the editor
to do a completely apolitical piece on
a makeshift market of sacrificial ani-
mals in Karachi’s Gizri area. He went
there, completed his report and submit-
ted it.

The next day he was told that the
report had been removed by the Zia

regime’s Information Ministry, which
used to scan newspapers before they
went into print. A member of the min-
istry told the editor that there was a
whole paragraph in the report about
how people were checking the front
teeth of the sacrificial goats. The
Ministry man then added that the
writer was being “cheeky” by indirect-
ly mocking Zia’s prominent front teeth.
But the reason provided to my father
was that the article was “ridiculing the
holy tradition of animal sacrifice.” 

The act of proscribing a cultural
product on the basis of immorality just
because it offends the bloated ego of an
individual or that of a community has
little or nothing to do with preserving
the moral fibre of a nation.

The ban culture is all about feeling
a sense of power, which feeds inflated
egos, and the monomania of those who
have an entirely illusionary understand-
ing of the society they live in. Unlike
those who go on a banning spree to
avenge what they believe has offended
them individually, the other lot actual-
ly believes they are fighting a holy war
to save society. 

The result is a suffocating environ-
ment, which stunts the growth of cre-
ativity, tolerance and of democratic val-
ues in a society. This is what is happen-
ing increasingly in Pakistan and around
the world, especially where populist or
Right-wing regimes are in power. This
must be stopped at all cost before we
all lose our freedom of speech, creativ-
ity, innovation and thought. That will
be a downright tragedy of epic propor-
tions.                      (Courtesy: Dawn)
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US President Donald Trump
was warned about the possi-
bility of a mysterious pneu-

monia-like virus outbreak in the
country on January 28, during a dis-
cussion in the Oval Office of the
White House, according to Bob
Woodward, whose investigative
reports in the past have played
havoc with the lives of many presi-
dents.

In his latest book Rage, which hit
book shops across the world amid
the pandemic, Woodward, who won
two Pulitzer Prizes in his nearly half-
a-century old career, says the callous-
ness shown by Trump is likely to see
his ouster in the November election.

He says that Robert O’Brien, the
National Security Advisor (NSA),

had warned the President about the
catastrophe which was to strike the
US shortly. “This will be the biggest
national security threat you face in
your presidency,” O’Brien had told
Trump, according to Woodward.

“Trump’s head popped up. He
asked the Intelligence briefer, Beth
Sanner, several questions. She said
China was worried, and the intelli-
gence community was monitoring it,
but it looked like this would not be
anything nearly as serious as the
deadly 2003 Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) out-
break,” Woodward writes in the pro-
logue of the book.

Matt Pottinger, 46, Deputy NSA,
who was present during the meeting,
also agreed with the views of
O’Brien. According to Pottinger, he
had asked one of his contacts in
China whether the pandemic report-
ed from Wuhan province was as bad
as the 2003 SARS outbreak. “Don’t
think SARS 2003.Think influenza
pandemic of 1918,” Pottinger’s
Chinese contact had told him.

The Spanish Flu pandemic of
1918 had killed an estimated 50 mil-
lion people worldwide with about
6,75,000 deaths in the US, writes
Woodward.  

He says Trump did impose cer-

tain restrictions on travellers from
China, a move opposed by a num-
ber of his Cabinet members. “But his
public attention was focussed on just
about everything except the virus; the
upcoming Super Bowl, the techno-
logical meltdown in the Democratic
caucuses in Iowa, his State of the
Union address and most important-
ly, the impeachment trial in the
Senate. 

When the highly-infectious res-
piratory disease caused by the Novel
Coronavirus, known as COVID-19,
did come up in settings where he had
an opportunity to reach a large
number of Americans, Trump con-
tinued to reassure the public they
faced little risk,” says Woodward in
the 450-page book.

He says the President did not
elaborate about the disease in his
State of the Union address on
February 4, which was watched by
nearly 40 million Americans. Neither
did he talk about the warning given
by the NSA. “When I later asked the
President about the warning from
O’Brien, he said he didn’t recall it.
And in an interview with Trump on
March 19, six weeks before I learned
of O’Brien’s and Pottinger’s warnings,
the President said his statements in
the early weeks of the virus had been

deliberately designed to not draw
attention to it,” writes Woodward. “I
wanted to always play it down. I still
like playing it down, because I don’t
want to create a panic,” the author
quotes Trump as saying.

From the prologue, he goes on
building a major chargesheet against
Trump for his four-year-long acts of
omission and commission. He has
put Trump under a scanner and has
completed a thorough analysis of  the
presidency under him.  It took him
17 interviews with the President dur-
ing the last four years to collate the
materials with which he has built up
this work. Also included in the
book is how Rex Tillerson, the CEO
of an oil giant, was appointed as his
Secretary of State and Jim Mattis as
the Defence Secretary, both resign-
ing from their posts sooner than
expected.

On February 7, when Woodward
met Trump for the sixth interview of
the series, the author asked the
President what was the plan for the
next eight to 10 months. “Just do
well. Run the country well,” Trump
replied. The author asked him to
define what does he meant by “well.”
“Look, when you are running a
country, it’s full of surprises. There’s
dynamite behind every door,” Trump

had replied. The remaining 11 inter-
views convinced Woodward that
the “dynamite behind the door” was
Trump himself. “The oversized per-
sonality. The failure to organise.
The lack of discipline. The lack of
trust in others he had picked, in
experts. The undermining or the
attempted undermining of so many
American institutions. The failure to
be a calming, healing voice. The
unwillingness to acknowledge error.
The failure to do his homework…”
the chargesheet goes on and on.

The day Trump inaugurated his
presidency in 2016 saw widespread
riots all over the US as one of the
news channels reported. The run-up
to the election to be held in
November is full of news that he is
in for a sure defeat. How nice it
would have been had the world
worked as per the whims and fancies
of political commentators and the
media. 

At the conclusion of the inter-
views, Trump told Woodward in July
that he would triumph over COVID-
19 and the economic calamity. “Don’t
worry about it. We will get to do
another book. You’ll find I was
right,” the author quotes the
President  as telling him.

Rage is Woodward’s 20th book.

Maybe his 21st book could be one
based on the re-election of Trump as
things stand today.

Talking about the electoral sys-
tem in the US and the forthcoming
presidential election, Dr S
Kalyanaraman, a one man think-tank
based in Chennai,  says, “Trump has
achieved something phenomenal in
the US economy. Pension savings of
the middle class have more than tre-
bled because of his handling of the
economy. The stock market has
boomed. So the electorate will think
of its wallet and vote for Trump. Look
at the State rallies. Trump is a phe-
nomenon, remarkable ever since
the days of Abraham Lincoln. Even
the Black lives which matter will vote
for Trump. Electoral college is only
the pakkavaadyam; the real fat lady
is the economy, stupid.”

“It is the economy, stupid!!!” This
expression was coined by poll strate-
gist James Carville during Bill
Clinton’s 1992 campaign. Remember,
Hillary Clinton lost in 2016? Most
likely former US Vice-President Joe
Biden will lose in 2020. However, I
am yet to get an answer to the query
why Hillary Clinton opted out of the
presidential race and allowed Biden
in.

(The writer is a senior journalist)
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Philadelphia (US): Indian-
Americans have become a force
to reckon with in the US and
President Donald Trump
understands their power, the
president’s re-election cam-
paign official has said.

Al Mason, co-chair of the
Trump Victory Indian
American Finance Committee,
said at an event organised on
Saturday that Indian-
Americans, particularly in the
battleground states, can play an
important role in getting
Trump re-elected.

He said his recent survey in
these battleground states reveal
that the community members
are moving towards the presi-
dent in a big way.

“You, the powerful Indian
Americans are a force to reck-
on with today. You have not
realized your own power, but
President Trump understands
your power,” he said. 

For the first time in the his-
tory of presidential elections,
more than 50 percent of
Indian-American Democrats
are moving towards the
Republican party because of
Trump, Mason said, adding the
vote of the community will
contribute to the victory of the
president.

Explaining the reasons,
Mason, based on a survey, said
Trump has respected the com-
munity and Indian leadership
in a way no other president has
done in the past.

“Trump has elevated India’s
stature on the world stage - the
India-US relationship has been
rock solid. Kudos to the bril-
liance of both President Trump
and Prime Minister (Narendra)
Modi for cementing the bond
between India and US,” he
said in his remarks at the event
organised by the Indian Voices
for Trump.

In 2019, Mason explained,
when the world was against
Modi on the Kashmir issue and
world leaders were criticising
him, the only man “who had
the guts to stand” by him was
Trump.

“The president went to the
Howdy Modi event in Houston
(last year) and never once
injected himself into Kashmiri
issue ... Never once interfered
in the internal affairs of
India…. Kashmir is a very
sensitive emotional topic for
every Indian American,”
Mason said.

During his India trip early
this year, Trump said, America
loves India, America respects
India and America will always
be faithful and a loyal friend to
Indians.

All this resonates well with
the four million Indian-
Americans, he added.

“Every Indian American in
the US has a family member
back home, like old parents,
brother, sister, friend, business
- they want India to be respect-
ed and protected from China,
which is what Trump can pro-
vide. They fear that China
would start a war with India
without Trump. Trump has
stood up to China,” he said.

Mason had recently creat-
ed a video “Four More Years”
in support of President Trump
reflecting his love for Indian-
Americans and friendship with
India, which has received over
25 million views. PTI
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Pakistani Prime Minister
Imran Khan accused

French President Emmanuel
Macron on Sunday of “attack-
ing Islam”, after the European
leader criticised Islamists and
defended the publication of
cartoons depicting the Prophet
Mohammed.

Mr Khan’s comments fol-
low statements Mr Macron
made last week after a French
teacher was beheaded near
Paris after he had shown car-
toons of the Prophet during a
class he was leading on free
speech.

Mr Macron said the
teacher “was killed because
Islamists want our future.”

In a series of tweets, Mr
Khan said the remark would
sow division.

“This is a time when Pres
Macron could have put healing

touch & denied space to
extremists rather than creating
further polarisation & mar-
ginalisation that inevitably
leads to radicalisation,” Mr
Khan wrote.

“It is unfortunate that he
has chosen to encourage
Islamophobia by attacking
Islam rather than the terrorists
who carry out violence, be it
Muslims, White Supremacists
or Nazi ideologists.”

Mr Macron already
sparked controversy earlier this
month when he said “Islam is
a religion that is in crisis all
over the world”.

The French teacher
became the target of an online
hate campaign over his choice
of lesson material -- the same
images that sparked a bloody
assault by Islamist gunmen on
the offices of satirical magazine
Charlie Hebdo, the original
publisher, in January 2015.

Caricatures of Mohammed
are forbidden by Islam.

Blasphemy is an explosive
issue in ultra-conservative
Pakistan, where anyone
deemed to have insulted Islam
or Islamic figures can face the
death penalty.

“By attacking Islam, clear-
ly without having any under-
standing of it, President
Macron has attacked & hurt the
sentiments of millions of
Muslims in Europe & across
the world,” Mr Khan said.

In an address to the United
Nations last month, Mr Khan,
a populist leader who has been
known to play to Pakistan’s
hardline religious base, blasted
Charlie Hebdo for re-publish-
ing the cartoons, saying “wilful
provocations” should be “uni-
versally outlawed”.

Several Muslim countries
have called for a boycott of
French goods.

Kuala Lumpur: Malaysia’s king
on Sunday rejected a proposal by
embattled Prime Minister
Muhyiddin Yassin to declare a
state of emergency to fight a new
outbreak of the coronavirus.

The plan by Muhyiddin,
which involves suspending
Parliament, has sparked nation-
al outrage, with critics slam-
ming the move as an undemo-
cratic means for him to hang
on to power amid challenges to
his leadership.

The palace said in a state-
ment that Sultan Abdullah
Sultan Ahmad Shah “is of the
opinion that there is currently no
need for His Majesty to declare
a state of emergency in this
country or any part of Malaysia.” 

Muhyiddin met with the
monarch on Friday to seek
royal assent. Earlier Sunday, the
king held a meeting with other
royal households to discuss
the prime minister’s proposal.

He said in the statement
that he believes in Muhyiddin’s
ability to cope with the crisis
and urged a halt to “all poli-
ticking” that could disrupt the
government’s stability.

The king can declare a
state of emergency that allows
the country to be governed
through ordinances that cannot
be challenged in court.

Muhyiddin took power in
March after instigating the
cause of the former reformist
alliance, but his government is
shaky, with only a two-seat
majority in Parliament.

Opposition leader Anwar
Ibrahim has alleged that he has
the support of a majority of law-
makers to topple Muhyiddin,
but hasn’t managed to secure
the monarch’s support.

Still, Muhyiddin faces a
key test early next month when
his government is due to seek
approval for its 2021 budget in
Parliament. If he is unable to
pass the bill, pressure will build
for him to resign or call new
elections. A state of emergency
could allow him to delay that
vote and consolidate support.

Malaysia’s coronavirus
cases doubled to more than
26,000 in just three weeks fol-
lowing a new outbreak, main-
ly in Sabah state on Borneo
island. AP

Kabul: Afghanistan claimed
on Sunday it killed a top al-
Qaida propagandist on an FBI
most-wanted list during an
operation in the country’s east,
showing the militant group’s
continued presence there as US
forces work to withdraw from
America’s longest-running war
amid continued bloodshed
there.

The reported death of
Husam Abd al-Rauf, also
known by the nom de guerre
Abu Muhsin al-Masri, follows
weeks of violence including an
Islamic State-claimed suicide
bombing Saturday at an edu-
cation center near Kabul that
killed 24 people.

Meanwhile, the Afghan
government continues to fight
Taliban militants even as peace
talks in Qatar between the two
sides take place for the first time.

The violence and al-Rauf ’s
reported killing threatens the
face-to-face peace talks and
risks plunging this nation beset
by decades of war into further
instability. It also complicates
America’s efforts to withdraw,

19 years after it led an invasion
targeting the Taliban for host-
ing al-Qaida leader Osama bin
Laden after the Sept. 11 attacks.

Details over the raid that
led to al-Rauf ’s alleged death
remained murky, hours after
Afghanistan’s National
Directorate of Security intelli-
gence service claimed on
Twitter to have killed him in
Ghazni province. Al-Qaida
did not immediately acknowl-
edge al-Rauf ’s reported death.
The FBI, the U.S. Military
and NATO did not immedi-
ately respond to requests for
comment.

The Afghan raid happened
last week in Kunsaf, a village in
Ghazni province’s Andar dis-
trict some 150 kilometers (90
miles) southwest of Kabul, two
government officials said.

Amanullah Kamrani, the
deputy head of Ghazni’s
provincial council, told The
Associated Press that Afghan
special forces led by the intel-
ligence agency raided Kunsaf,
which he described as being
under Taliban control. AP

Philadelphia (US): Popular
Indian-American Republican
politician Nikki Haley has
revealed that Donald Trump,
soon after winning the
November 2016 US presiden-
tial election, wanted to talk to
her about being his Secretary
of State.

“I was the Governor of
South Carolina, the best job
serving the state that raised me.
And then I got a phone call
(after the 2016 elections,”
Haley, 48, said during a fireside
chat organised by Indian
Voices for Trump in
Norristown in the battleground
state of Pennsylvania on
Saturday.

The important phone call,
she said, was from Reince
Priebus, the then chairman of
the Republican National
Committee who later went on
to become Trump’s first White
House Chief of Staff.

“And he said Nikki, the

president-elect wants to see
you and I said, okay about
what? He said he wants to talk
to you about the Secretary of
State. I said I can’t be Secretary
of State, I’m the governor. And
he said, he wants to talk to
you,” she said during the con-
versation with Dr Merlynn
Carson, co-chair of Indian
Voices for Trump.

Haley flew to New York to
meet Trump. During the meet-
ing, Haley revealed that she
told the president-elect that she
was not the right fit for the job
of the top American diplomat,
but she was ready to help him
in any way he wanted.

Days later, she received
another call from Priebus, who
told her that Trump would call
her later with the offer of US
Ambassador to the UN, she
said.

The president called and
asked her if she was going to
do the job. PTI

Washington: Democratic vice
presidential candidate Senator
Kamala Harris has said her
party’s views on issues like
healthcare and the coronavirus
pandemic are shared by a major-
ity of Americans, flaying
President Donald Trump for an
“utter failure” of leadership and
refusing to condemn white
supremacy.

Deflecting President
Trump’s remarks, who described
her as a “female socialist”, Harris,
56, said she and former vice
president Joe Biden, the
Democratic presidential candi-
date, are proud American patri-
ots. “Joe Biden and I are proud
American patriots. And the
reality is that the values that we
have, I think, are shared by the
majority of the American peo-
ple,” Harris told reporters on
Cleveland, where she was cam-
paigning on Saturday. 

She was responding to a
question on Trump’s statement
a day earlier. PTI

Baghdad: Thousands of pro-
testers took to the streets on
Sunday to mark one year since
mass anti-government demon-
strations swept Baghdad and
Iraq’s south, sparking hope
for change and calls to end to
rampant corruption.

Protesters marched in the
capital and several southern
cities including Najaf,
Nasiriyah and Basra to renew
demands proclaimed a year
ago to bring an end to cor-
ruption by politicians.

Mustafa Hussein, in his
20’s,  participated in the
demonstrations last year and
returned to Baghdad’s Tahrir
Square on Sunday. He said lit-
tle had changed.

“Our demands that we
wrote with the blood of our
martyrs are still on the lists of
officials without implementa-
tion,” he said.

More than 500 people were
killed during the months-long
movement that began last year,
many of them protesters shot

by Iraqi security forces who
used live ammunition and tear
gas to disperse crowds. 

Often tear gas cannisters
struck the heads of demon-
strators, killing them instant-
ly. By February, the protests had
petered out in the wake of coro-
navirus lockdowns and restric-
tions, prompting activists to call
off mass marches and sit-ins.
An order by the Baghdad
Operations Command, which
oversees security forces in the
capital, kept many hundreds

more demonstrators from
entering the city on Sunday
from the provinces of Babylon
and Diwanieh.

In Baghdad’s Tahrir
Square, which has been the
epicenter of the protest move-
ment, Iraqi youth carried ban-
ners with portraits of those
killed by Iraqi security forces. 

The protesters erected
tents and created their version
of utopia replete with food
vendors, cinemas and book-
shops. AP

Bangkok: Pro-democracy pro-
testers in Thailand gathered
again Sunday in Bangkok,
seeking to keep up pressure on
the government a day ahead of
a special session of Parliament
called to try to ease political
tensions.

The rally took place at the
busy Rajprasong intersection,
in the heart of the capital’s
shopping district, an area that
usually draws large weekend
crowds. Few protesters turned
out in the first hour of the rally,
as a better publicized protest
had already been called for
Monday.

The rallies were called
Saturday night after Prime
Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha
ignored the protesters’ deadline
to step down.

The protesters’ core

demands also include a more
democratic constitution and
reforms to the monarchy.
Public criticism of the monar-
chy is unprecedented is a coun-
try where the royal institution
has been considered sacro-
sanct.

The protesters charge that
Prayuth, who led a coup in
2014 as the army chief, was
returned to power unfairly in
last year’s general election
because laws had been changed
to favor a pro-military party.
The protesters also say that the
constitution, written and
enacted under military rule, is
undemocratic.

Prayuth’s government last
week called the Parliamentary
session, expected to last two
days, to seek to defuse weeks
of almost daily protests.

“The only way to a lasting
solution for all sides that is fair
for those on the streets as well
as for the many millions who
choose not to go on the streets
is to discuss and resolve these
differences through the par-
liamentary process,” he said last
week. Prayuth also lifted a
state of emergency that he
had imposed a week earlier
that made the protest rallies
illegal.

The protesters were not
impressed by his efforts to
appease them, declaring them
insincere.

They noted on social
media that the points of dis-
cussion submitted by the gov-
ernment for debate dealt not
with their concerns but were
thinly disguised criticisms of
the protests themselves. AP

Taipei (Taiwan): Hundreds of
people marched in Taiwan’s
capital on Sunday to demand
the release of 12 Hong Kong
anti-government protesters
who were arrested by mainland
Chinese authorities in August.

The 12 were allegedly trav-
eling illegally by boat to Taiwan
when Chinese authorities
detained them. They are now
facing formal charges for illegal
border crossings in Shenzhen,
a southern Chinese city that
borders Hong Kong, a semi-
autonomous Chinese territory.

On Friday, Saturday and
Sunday, people demonstrated in
at least a dozen cities across the
world — from New York to
Vancouver to Adelaide in
Australia — in support of those
who were arrested, in a cam-
paign called #save12hkyouths.

Prominent Hong Kong

activists Joshua Wong and
Nathan Law helped launch the
campaign on social media.

In the crowd in Taipei on
Sunday were activists from sev-
eral Taiwanese organizations, as
well as other residents of the
self-ruled democratic island
and many Hong Kongers.

With many dressed in black
and wearing face masks, they
marched through the city,
shouting “Glory to Hong Kong.”

Taiwan and China split
amid civil war in 1949, and
Beijing has cut off ties with
Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-
wen’s government over her
refusal to accept its demand
that she recognise the island as
a part of China to be unified
with the mainland eventually
under the same “one country,
two systems” policy enacted in
Hong Kong. AP
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Washington: US President
Donald Trump has been “weak
and chaotic” with China on
trade and could not lead an
effective strategy to mobilise a
true international effort to
pressure, isolate, and punish
Beijing to strengthen manu-
facturing jobs across the coun-
try, Democratic presidential
candidate Joe Biden has alleged.

Speaking at a campaign
event in Pennsylvania, a battle
ground State, on Saturday, he
said Trump opened doors for
big banks to make money in
China.

“He (Trump) has been
weak and chaotic with China
on trade. All he has ended up
doing is opening doors for big
banks to make money in China
and helped contribute to a
surge of farm bankruptcies in
America,” Biden said.

“I’ll do what he’s unable to
do: lead an effective strategy to

mobilise a true international
effort to pressure, isolate, and
punish China to actually
strengthen manufacturing jobs
in Pennsylvania and across the
country,” he said.

Biden asked if President
Trump and the Republicans did
not have time to deliver a real
economic relief to working
families and small business,
then how in the middle of this
pandemic, do they have the
time to vote to confirm a
Justice to the Supreme Court.

“I’ll tell you why — it’s
Trump’s dream of wiping
Obamacare off the books.
Because his nominee has said
in the past the law should be
struck down. If they get their
way, more than 20 million
Americans could lose their
coverage, including nearly 1
million Pennsylvanians,” said
the Democratic presidential
nominee. PTI
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Karachi: Pakistan’s major
Opposition parties on Sunday
held their third massive joint
rally despite security threats in
the troubled southwestern
Balochistan province’s capital
Quetta, as part of their nation-
wide campaign to oust Prime
Minister Imran Khan.

The Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM), a coalition of
11 Opposition parties formed on
September 20, earlier held two
massive back-to-back gatherings
in Gujranwala and Karachi this
month.

As the public meeting began
at the Ayub Stadium in Quetta,
the city witnessed a blast that
killed three people and injured
seven others in Hazarganji area,
35 to 40 minutes away from the
rally site.

According to police, an
improvised explosive device
(IED) was planted in a motor-
cycle.

Undeterred by the blast,
the PDM leaders went ahead
with the rally, which was attend-
ed by PDM president Maulana
Fazlur Rehman and other top
leaders of the coalition.

Addressing the rally via
video link from London, PML-
N supremo and three-time for-
mer prime minister Nawaz
Sharif again blamed Army chief
Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa and ISI
Director General Lt Gen Faiz
Hameed for Pakistan’s current
situation.

“Gen Bajwa, you will have to
answer for record rigging in the
2018 elections, for horse-trading
in the Parliament, for making

Imran Niazi prime minister
against people’s wishes and [by]
tearing apart the Constitution
and laws, for pushing people
towards poverty and hunger,”
70-year-old Sharif said.

He also accused the ISI
chief of “interfering in politics
for several years with impunity”
in violation of his oath. Sharif
said that he names individuals
“because I don’t want my army
to be defamed”.

Pakistan’s powerful army
has denied meddling in politics.
Prime Minister Khan also denies
the army helped him win the
election in 2018.

“Looking at this enthusiasm,
I am sure that no one will be able
to violate the voter’s mandate
now. I saw this enthusiasm in
Gujranwala and Karachi, and

now I’m seeing it in Quetta,”
Sharif said, addressing the huge
crowd at the stadium.

“I am aware of Baloch peo-
ple’s problems, Nawaz Sharif
knows [...] the missing persons
issue is still there. I feel pain
when I see the victims,” he said,
in an apparent reference to the
forced disappearance of hun-
dreds of Baloch people.

He said that the PDM has
risen against “unconstitutional
powers that have made Pakistan
hollow from inside and out”.

This is not the first time
Sharif has made such allegations
against top army brass; he made
similar ones in the Gujranwala
rally after which a furious Prime
Minister Khan had declared
that he would get “tougher” with
the Opposition. PTI
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Washington: Marc Short, Chief
of Staff of US Vice President
Mike Pence, has tested positive
for the COVID-19, the White
House has said, becoming the
latest top official to have con-
tracted the deadly disease.

The vice president and the
second lady have tested negative,
Pence’s Press Secretary Devin
O’Malley said in a statement on
Saturday.

“Today, Marc Short, Chief of
Staff to the Vice President, test-
ed positive for COVID-19,
began quarantine and assisting
in the contact tracing process,”
he said.

“Vice President Pence and
Mrs. Pence both tested negative
for COVID-19 today, and
remain in good health,”
O’Malley said.

Reacting to the news,
President Donald Trump said, “I
did hear about it just now. I think
he’s quarantining. I did hear
about that. He’s going to be fine.
But he’s quarantining.”

O’Malley said that while
Vice President Pence is consid-
ered a close contact with Short,
in consultation with the White
House Medical Unit, the vice
president will maintain his
schedule in accordance with
the guidelines of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) for essential personnel.

Short did not travel with
Pence to Florida on Saturday,
where the vice president
addressed election rallies. In
addition, staffers deemed close
contacts with Short were pulled
from the trip before departure as
well, either leaving the plane or
not arriving to travel.

Pence plans to continue to
operate as an essential worker
and plans to travel again on
Sunday. President Trump and
First Lady Melania tested posi-
tive for the virus on October 1,
after one of the president’s clos-
est aides Hope Hicks had con-
tracted the virus. Both have now
recovered from the disease. PTI 
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New Delhi: Government think tank Niti Aayog
is looking at many reform ideas in the health sec-
tor, including aligning traditional and modern
approaches for a 'larger good', it's member
(health) V K Paul said on Sunday.

Paul said the government is committed to
strengthening the traditional system of medicine
(homoeopathy and Ayurveda) as well as the
modern system of medicine(allopathy).

"It makes eminent logic that the best of tra-
ditional medicine and best of modern medicine
therapies be brought together for a larger good
of people and there are ways of practising inte-
grated medicine," he told PTI.

Paul, pointed out that it has already happened
to an extent, as yoga is now part of practice in sev-
eral conditions like in hypertension.

"There is a scope to align these approaches
for the larger benefit of society... As a think tank,
we are looking at many reform ideas in the health
sector, aligning traditional and modern approach-
es for a larger good," he said.Integrative medicine
is an approach that combines modern medicine
with alternative systems like Ayurveda and yoga.

India's National Health Policy (NHP) also
recognises the need for integrated courses for ISM
(Indian systems of medicine), modern science and
Ayurgenomics (a combination of Ayurveda with
the study of all the genes of an organism, called
genomics). PTI

New Delhi: The Government
will seek Parliament's approval
for �37,000-crore additional
spending on infrastructure
development in the second
batch of supplementary
demands for grant.

Earlier this month, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
had announced additional bud-
get of �25,000 crore as capital
expenditure (capex) on roads,
defence, water supply, urban
development and domestical-
ly produced capital equipment.

Besides, the central gov-
ernment approved issuance of
a special interest-free 50-year
loan to states of �12,000 crore
for infrastructure development.

Approval for this addi-
tional spending will be sought

through second supplemen-
tary demands for grants,
sources said.

This was part of the third
stimulus announced by the
government earlier this month
to boost demand during the
festival season. The additional
spending of �37,000 crore is
over and above �4.13 lakh
crore capex plan approved by
the government in Budget
2020-21.

For various schemes of
Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan
package, the government
sought approval of additional
spending through first batch of
supplementary demands for
grants last month.

The second supplemen-
tary demands for grants usually

presented during the winter
session of Parliament.

The government has
assured various infrastructure
related ministries and depart-
ments that it will provide more
money if needed and it is
ready to provide the addition-
al funds even at the revised esti-
mates level, sources said.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of infra development, the
finance minister recently said
money spent on infrastruc-
ture and asset creation has a
multiplier effect on the econo-
my. It not only improves cur-
rent economy but also future
GDP, she had said while
announcing Rs 37,000 crore
extra spending for infra devel-
opment. PTI

New Delhi: India's coal import rose 11.6
per cent to 19.04 million tonnes in
September on account of a recovery in
consumption by thermal power plants and
other industries as also helped by com-
petitive prices in international markets.

The country imported 17.06 million
tonnes (MT) of coal in September 2019,
showed data available with mjunction ser-
vices limited.

Mjunction -- a joint venture between
Tata Steel and SAIL -- is a B2B e-com-
merce company and also publishes
research reports on coal and steel verti-
cals. "The steady recovery in consumption
by thermal power plants and other indus-
tries coupled with competitive prices in
the international markets led to a resur-
gence of demand for imports ahead of the
festive season," mjunction Managing
Director and Chief Executive Officer
Vinaya Varma said. The outlook for
imports remains uncertain as it depends
on the sustainability of operations and
growth in consuming sectors in the com-
ing months" Varma noted.  PTI

New Delhi: VK Shukla, General Manager and Zonal
Manager of CSB Bank Limited formerly known as
The Catholic Syrian Bank Limited, Northern Zone
has inaugurated three branches of CSB Bank, name-
ly Rohini Sector-7, Okhla-Phase 2, and Shalimar Bagh
on 23.10.2020. He has further indicated about the
expansion of the Bank in Northern and Eastern region
by opening of 50 more branches. 

The proposed branches are identified at areas
where there is good demand for Gold Loans,
MSME, Corporate Loans and to extend support to
other needy customers. The occasion was graced by
Mr. Umang Garg along with Cluster Head, Mr. Soni
Daniel, Northern Zone at Rohini Sector7. Gold loan
is the unique selling product of CSB Bank Limited
with its attractive interest rate, higher LTV upto 90%,
low turnaround time and easy takeover facility from
other financial institutions. 

During inauguration ceremony, Mr. Shukla
appreciated the efforts of Northern Zone for 115%
growth under Gold loan during last financial year.
The aim of the Bank is to attain a Gold loan portfo-
lio of Rs. 10,000 Cr. by March 2021. CSB Bank
Limited is one of the oldest private sector banks and
celebrating the centenary year. The Bank has a strong
base in Kerala along with significant presence in Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka and Maharashtra. It offers a wide
range of products and services to their overall cus-
tomer base of 1.35 million. The Bank has been list-
ed in the year 2019 and launched IPO on 22.11.2019.
M/s Fairfax has infused capital of Rs. 1400.00 Cr in
the year 2019 and the bank is well set to grow faster. 

New Delhi: The coronavirus pandemic has hit hard the luxury
car segment in India, taking it back by five to seven years, and
it will take two to three years to reach the levels witnessed around
2014-2015, according to a top official of German auto major Audi.

With gradual recovery taking place post COVID-19 induced
disruptions, sales will witness growth next year, albeit on a lower
base."While we all are saying that sales are growing and there
are positive sentiments and we will also grow next year...The base
has become lower," Audi India Head Balbir Singh Dhillon told
PTI.

"The number of cars that were sold in 2014-2015, we are not
going to reach those levels immediately next year. So pandem-
ic has actually taken us back by five-seven years," Dhillon added.

In 2014, luxury car sales in India stood at around 30,000 units,
while it was at around 31,000 units in 2015.

When asked how soon the luxury car industry can turn
around and recover the lost ground, he said, "For sure not next
year, for the luxury segment (it will take) two to three years to
reach those levels again." 

Indian luxury car market, comprising top five players --
Mercedes, BMW, Audi, JLR and Volvo, is estimated to have sold
nearly 35,500 units in 2019, down from 40,340 units in 2018.

Dhillon said the entire automotive sector has taken a big hit
this year and "even last year for the luxury segment was also a
degrowth year". So in terms of volume growth, it is going to start
from next year, he said.  "We are not coming back to the best of
our years, but we are happy hat we are moving in a positive direc-
tion," Dhillon said, while exuding confidence about the long-term
potential of Indian automobile market. PTI

����� 89.	�9:;%

Foreign portfolio investors (FPI) remained net
buyers in Indian markets in October so far,

pumping in a net Rs 17,749 crore in the 
month as better than expected quarterly results,
the opening of the economy, and resumption of
business activities kept investors' interest
intact.

In equities, FPIs invested a net sum of Rs
15,642 crore and the debt segment saw an inflow
of Rs 2,107 crore during October 1-23, the
depositories data showed. The total net investment
during the period under review stood at Rs 17,749
crore.

In September, FPIs were net sellers at Rs 3,419
crore. The investment in Indian markets has come
at a time when most of emerging markets like
Brazil, South Africa, Taiwan, and Thailand have
seen net outflows in 2020, co-founder and COO
at Groww Harsh Jain noted.

This shows that foreign investors perceive
India to be performing well in the immediate as
well as long horizon, he added.

Jain further noted that FPIs have continued to
increase stake in Reliance and have reduced share-
holding in other energy sector companies.

New Delhi: In a bid to protect con-
sumers, regulator  IRDAI has pro-
posed to prohibit insurers from issu-
ing advertisements  that make claims
which are beyond reasonable expec-
tations of performance.

The unfair and misleading adver-
tisements will include those which fail
to clearly identify the product as
insurance and describe benefits that
do not match the policy provisions,
the regulator said in the draft
Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of India
(Insurance Advertisements and
Disclosure) Regulations, 2020.

The Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of India
(IRDAI) is seeking to come out with
new advertisement regulations and
has invited comments from stake-
holders on the exposure draft by
November 10.

The objective of the proposed
regulation, IRDAI said, is to ensure
that the insurers, intermediaries or
insurance intermediaries adopt fair,
honest and transparent practices
while issuing advertisements, and
avoid practices that tend to impair the
confidence of the public.

Another objective of the pro-
posed regulation is to ensure that the
publicity material is relevant, fair and

in simple language, enabling
informed decision making.

According to the draft, mislead-
ing advertisements will also include
those which fail to disclose or disclose
insufficiently important exclusions,
limitations and conditions of the con-
tract.

The illustrations regarding future
benefits on assumptions which are
not realistic nor realisable in the light
of the insurer's current performance,
or deviate from the stipulation by the
authority through regulatory provi-
sions will also be treated as mislead-
ing advertisements.

While issuing the exposure draft,
IRDAI said evolutionary trends in
advertisements in the last 20 years,
coupled with technological develop-
ments which have changed the medi-
um of advertising, necessitate the
review of existing advertisements reg-
ulations.

Some of the key changes pro-
posed to the current regulations
include modifying definition of
advertisements and rationalisation of
certain other definitions, enlarging
scope of the term 'misleading adver-
tisement', and putting onus for
enforcing compliance on advertise-
ment endorsed by third parties on
insurers for compliance. PTI

New Delhi: Industry body PHDCCI expects India's GDP
to contract by 7.9 per cent in the current financial year
and grow by 7.7 per cent in 2021-22, assessing that the
worst is over and the economy is on the verge of a slow
recovery.

The chamber, however, stated that unemployment
remains a key challenge to be addressed by the gov-
ernment. The PHDCCI drew the conclusions based on
its analysis of 25 high-frequency economic indicators
which point out that there has been a pickup in busi-
ness normalization.

However, the unemployment rate still remains a
worry as it worsened to 8.3 per cent in August from 7.4
per cent in July, it said in a report.

"Going ahead, India should focus on moving away
from imports from China, divert trade towards friend-
ly economies, build domestic capacities and significantly
scale-up indigenous production with a thrust to
become self-reliant," PHD Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (PHDCCI) said.

It said also that efforts should be made to diversi-
fy the portfolio of export products in terms of more
countries and also in terms of more products, where
India has a core competence.

PHDCCI President Sanjay Aggarwal said on the
back of various reforms undertaken by the government
during the last six months, economic recovery has
become visible in the high-frequency indicators. PTI

New Delhi: Bajaj Auto is witnessing a
strong revival  in various export markets,
including Africa and Latin America, as
they were not hit as hard by the COVID-
19 pandemic and subsequent  lockdowns
as the domestic market, a senior com-
pany official said.

The company, which exports to
around 79 countries globally, reported
its best ever dispatches to international
markets last month.

"In terms of recovery, international
business is doing better than  domestic
because most of the countries where we
export have not been  impacted that
much by the pandemic and lockdowns
as India," Bajaj  Auto CFO Soumen Ray
told PTI in an interview.

The demand is very robust and var-
ious markets like Africa, Latin  America
Middle East and South Asia are doing
very well, he added.

"We have only two areas of concern,
one is ASEAN region where major
markets like the Philippines and
Cambodia are witnessing lockdowns
and restrictions. Other is Sri Lanka,
where the government has banned
import of vehicles," Ray said. Barring
these two, the company is witnessing
very strong revival, he added. PTI

Mumbai: Yes Bank lacked a culture of cost control, and under
the new management, the lender is targeting to reduce oper-
ational expenses by 20 per cent in FY21 by rationalizing
branches and ATMs, giving up unwanted leased spaces and
renegotiating rents, a top official has said.

The city-based lender is experiencing delays in loan recov-
ery efforts as big defaulters are approaching courts, its new
chief executive and managing director Prashant Kumar told
PTI.

Kumar was asked to lead Yes Bank in March after its res-
cue by a SBI-led consortium of lenders after alleged gover-
nance lapses under co-founder and chief executive Rana
Kapoor.The bank reported a 21 per cent reduction in oper-
ating expenses in September quarter."Unfortunately, there was
no control on costs," Kumar said, adding that a global con-
sultant has charted out a step-by-step agenda to reduce spend-
ing through which it aims to save 20 per cent on operating
expenses in FY21 over FY20.

The bank has already surrendered two floors in Central
Mumbai's upscale Indiabulls Finance Centre, which hous-
es its corporate offices, Kumar said.

Besides, it is aiming to renegotiate rent contracts for all
1,100 branches. Kumar said the bank is targeting reduction
in rents, a major operational overhead for lenders, by 20 per
cent through the exercise. It will be shutting down 50 branch-
es as part of a rationalization effort, which will reduce its over-
all network in FY21 as there will be no new openings, Kumar
said. PTI

New Delhi: Oil marketing
companies continued to hold
the pause button on retail fuel
prices on Sunday also due to
subdued global crude prices.

The Brent crude is cur-
rently below the $42 per barrel
mark.

Petrol prices have been
unchanged for over a month
now while diesel prices
remained same for the 23rd
straight day across the metros.

In the national capital,
petrol was sold for Rs 81.06 per
litre. In Mumbai, Chennai and
Kolkata, it was priced at Rs
87.74, Rs 84.14 and Rs 82.59
per litre respectively.

The prices of diesel in
Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai and
Kolkata were Rs 70.46, Rs
76.86, Rs 75.95, and Rs 73.99
per litre respectively. IANS
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The pandemic was utilised as
an opportunity to transform the
tribal economy into a digitised
market place. Pravir Krishna,
Managing Director, TRIFED, in a
conversation with Saimi Sattar,
describes how he managed to
achieve the impossible

What is the Van Dhan
Samajik Doori Jagrookta
Abhiyaan, about?

Before the pandemic we had
15 teams which would visit tribals
in every state twice to educate
them about how we are trying to
change and digitise but during the
pandemic this operation came to
a standstill. So we started a pro-
gramme with UNICEF called
Livelihoods with Safety through
which livelihoods would not be
affected and the tribals would
remain safe at the same time. One
webinar was held in each state
where we gave them strategies
about mask wearing, social dis-
tancing and how they could con-
tinue with their forest and hand-
loom activities. Through this we
connected with around 10-15 lakh
people in the villages. A message
went out to the tribal clusters in the
30 states about how they can con-
tinue their livelihood while keep-
ing safe. 

We worked with 21 States to
procure 73 items. For the first time
in the history of India, Rs 4,000
crore of procurement of minor
produce in India took place which
was transferred to the tribal ecosys-
tem. With the help of State
Implementation Agencies and the
Village Procurement Centres we
could procure products worth Rs
1,000 crore in the government sec-
tor and over Rs 3,000 crore in the
private sector above MSP.

The starting point of this pro-
gramme was the raising of the
MSP by almost 90 per cent and this
gave a big boost to their income
which quadrupled. In the Van
Dhan programme, we set up 1,200
clusters of 300 tribals each which
produce 500 items. These prod-
ucts, called Van Dhan Organics,
are value added, processed, brand-
ed and sold through TRIFED
stores and the States sell these too.
Manipur, Nagaland, Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan, Kerala
and Karnataka have done excellent
work in this. Over 3.5 lakh tribals
are a part of this enterprise. The
pandemic was a difficult situation
but, also, an opportunity to covert
the tribal ecosystem into a more
technologically advanced one.
They reacted spontaneously so
that these progammes took off.

Were there any particular

states or areas where these prod-
ucts were sourced from?

In the 21 states we identified
73 items like imli, amla, safed
muesli and some products from
the North East that were non-tim-
ber produce. Odisha, Chhattisgarh
and Maharashtra did some won-
derful work in this. Since the gov-
ernment gave a high MSP, the
traders were forced to give a high-
er price for the products. For
example, imli was earlier selling for
Rs 16/kg and we brought it for Rs
30. So the traders had to buy it for
Rs 40 or 45 per kg.

Then we have the Van Dhan
value addition processing scheme
where we are giving training in
processing and marketing.
Through Van Dhan, these prod-
ucts are processed, marketed and
sold. While 500 are in production,
another 1,500 will be in production
soon. There are 2,000 Van Dhan
units already in the country anoth-
er 1,000 are in the offing in the next
12 months. By December we
should have 3,000 Van Dhan clus-
ters of 300 tribals each. We would
be spending about Rs 1.5 crores on
each of these clusters during the
next two years to develop them as
a tribal production and enter-
prise hub. They will be given a
working capital, equipment would
be provided and packaging, mar-
keting would be taken care of in
these cluster.

This is the supply end of the
change. On the demand side,
which are the products that have
seen a very high demand? 

We have identified 1,200 fast-
moving items. These are organic
immunity boosters from Tribes
India. We have identified 121 out-
lets of TRIFED andTribes India to
sell these. Additionally, we have
Tribes India on Wheels which are
150 vehicles that move around the
country in various cities where the
products are practically taken to
the homes of consumers. We are
setting Tribes India marketplace
which has the potential to provide
an e-commerce platform to five

lakh tribals in the country. This
will be like a tribal Amazon which
will link them to national and
international markets.

Tribal produce is world-class
but it is bogged down by limita-
tions of access as the tribals stay in
deep forests. They cannot aggre-
gate it and market it and so they
have to sell it off at low prices to
the middle man. This scheme will
enable them to sell it directly to the
large market at a good price.
TRIFED will be facilitating and
promoting this to provide five lakh
tribal families get access to a dig-
ital market for non-timber, organ-
ic products, handlooms and hand-
icrafts.

Tribesindia.com is already
online and it is a dream come true
for every one at TRIFED and the
tribal eco system.

What is the Trifood Project
and how does it impact the trib-
als?

Large-scale factories which
would cater to around 10,000 sup-
pliers are being set up in Bastar,
Chhattisgarh and Raigarh,
Maharashtra. About Rs 11 crore
would be spent on putting in
place a state-of-the art centres for
organic products and we will be
collecting the raw materials, pro-
cessing, marketing and packaging
the products on a large scale. It will
be manned by a selected team of
professionals.

How does Tech for Tribals
impart entrepreneurship skills to
tribal forest produce gatherers?
How many tribals has it trained
and in what manner?

Partnering with Delhi and
Kanpur IITs, IIMs from all over the
country, Kalinga Institute of Social
Sciences, Art of Living, top busines
and management institutions, it
will train about 35,000 tribals in
marketing, branding and packag-
ing of their products. So the same
item that sells for Rs 100 could
command a price of Rs 1,000 and
tribals would get the money that
was earlier pocketed by the mid-

dlemen. Tamarind sells for Rs 30
after the increased MSP but if you
remove the seeds and fibre, it
would sell for Rs 400 or if it is pow-
dered or made into a chutney, the
price would go up to Rs 1,000. This
is the value chain in which the trib-
al is right now getting just Rs 30.
We are trying to get them more.

Around 30,000 tribals from
Dantewada, Kanke, Mayurbhanj
and more would be trained in their
habitats by IIT professors. They
would first learn from the tribals,
refine the learning and get the
product to the market. The train-
ing programmes are being devel-
oped according to the products
and the need.

These training centres would
be set up in coordination with the
District Administration. The
MSME has helped us to take this
up. 

What are the new initiatives
being planned by TRIFED?

We have completely digi-
talised tribal eco system so that not
a single penny is paid to the mas-
ter craftsmen and artisans in cash.
There are 85 regional centres of
TRIFED through which market-
ing, sourcing and payments to trib-
al eco systems are automated
mode. All the supplies and
resources are accounted for
through a digitalised mapping
system of each godown which is
automated.

We have 81 TRIFED virtual
offices which have been cus-
tomised for us. Through this work-
station, I can contact anyone and
vice versa. All our partners have
link of this facility including State
Government, State Agencies, Chief
Ministers’ offices and more. Over
a thousand meetings have been
held in last three months through
this.

All information is stored in our
mobile app called Van Dhan. The
pandemic was a great opportuni-
ty to digitise the tribal eco system,
the tribal manufacturing and mar-
keting system. We can say it with
a lot of pride that the tribal econ-
omy is no longer a village system
where technology is absent. We are
a state-of-the-art system in the
country. We have started social
media campaign on Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram and we aim
to reach 15 crore people in the next
three months. So that there is one
TRIFED product in every house-
hold. In the next six months we
aim that this number should go up
to 30 crore people and in 12
months, 100 crore people. It is
called Sampark Setu campaign
which translates as a social media
bridge that we are building with
the consumers.
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New Delhi: The world has
changed significantly in terms
of every single variable in the
pandemic times, including
human behaviour, and it is the
right time consumers are effi-
ciently nudged into in order for
brands to build and deliver
effective campaigns in the run
up to Diwali and beyond, a top
Facebook executive has 
said.

This nudging has to be
done keeping the fact in mind
that most of the buying deci-
sions are now being made on
smartphones -- via Facebook
and its family of apps, Sandeep
Bhushan, Director and Head of
Global Marketing Solutions
(GMS) by Facebook India, told
IANS.

"More than half the pur-
chases in key festival spends of
fashion and tech devices are

now influenced by what con-
sumers see on their mobile
phones," Bhushan said.

A significant digital accel-
eration has happened on the
back of social media in India.

"With over 400 million
Indians connected on the
Facebook family of apps in
India, we will play a conse-
quential role this festive season
in both brand discovery and
delivering truly incremental
business outcomes," he added.

Nearly 70 per cent mobile
consumers in urban India are
now expected to be digitally
influenced.

"While 55-60 per cent
apparel consumers are expect-
ed to be digitally influenced, 85
per cent urban automobile
consumers have already been
digitally influenced," Bhushan
informed. IANS

San Francisco: In 2021, one in
four forward-thinking enter-
prises will push Artificial
Intelligence to new frontiers,
such as holographic meetings
for remote work and on-
demand personalised manu-
facturing, according to new
predictions by Forrester
Research.

They will gamify strategic
planning, build simulations in
the boardroom, and move into
intelligent edge experiences,
said the report.

Consultancies like
Capgemini, EY, and KPMG
will provide strategy and gov-
ernance chops, while software
companies like DataRobot,
IBM, and Tecton will provide
scale and speed to fuel this
imagination, it added.

"Plan to quadruple your
investment next year. Build

your internal AI team, engage
consultancies to implement
domain-specific solutions, and
upgrade your data, analytics,
and machine learning (ML)
platforms to rethink how you
use AI," Forrester advised.

But here are many deter-
rents to AI success -- a lack of
trust, poor data quality, data
paucity, a lack of imagination,
and a dearth of the right power
tools to scale.

However, the next year
will see companies tackle these
head on, not because they
want to or suddenly have the
wherewithal to overcome these
in this unprecedented year,
but because they have to.

"They have to rebuild their
businesses not for today or
even next year but to prepare
to compete in an AI-driven
future," Forrester said. IANS
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Opposites attract at Christmas as cynical Dash and

sunny Lily trade messages and dares in a red notebook
they pass back and forth around New York City. Season
1 releases on November 10 on Netflix. 

	������
Fed up with being single on holidays, two strangers agree

to be each other's platonic plus-ones all year long, only to
catch real feelings along the way. The film releases on
October 28 on Netflix. 
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On Dussehra, which empha-
sises on the celebration of

the triumph of good over evil,
actors have shared their favourite
films that define the theme of the
festival. For veteran actress
Himani Shivpuri, it’s the 1998
film Salman Khan-starrer
Bandhan.

“Bandhan is easily one of my
favourites as the title itself talks
of eternal bonds. It is an excel-
lent example of a film that shows
truth always prevails. For all
those have not seen it, the
premise of the story was how
Jackie Shroff ’s character falls
prey to selfish motives and
remarries. This leads to him
spoiling his relations with his ex-
wife and his brother-in-law. He
realises much later the impor-
tance of relationships and the
mistakes he made all along,”
she said, who also featured in the
film. 

“During this festive season,
this film acts as a reminder to not
fall prey to sinful or wrong
thoughts and resentful actions

but instead look for the good in
people before it gets too late,”
added she.

Actor-producer Tusshar
Kapoor picks his forthcoming
film Laxmmi Bomb, starring
Akshay Kumar. “I can’t think of
any other film right now about
good winning over evil but
Laxmmi Bomb. It’s special
because it’s a film about good
winning over evil, a film with
Indian values, something that
everyone will connect with,
something that will teach you a
lesson, something that will
inspire and can bring equality
within our society,” he said. 

Harleen Sethi went a little
back in time to pick her favourite
good-over-evil film. “Rang De

Basanti will never be outdated.
It encourages the youth to stand
up against injustice, sparks a
sense of patriotism and shows
collective integrity against moral

and political corruption. It forces
you to think that letting injustice
happen is also a form of injustice.
It’s necessary to raise your voice
for important issues and not take
things lying down,” said the
actress. 

Mardaani 2 that saw Rani
Mukerji in a cop avatar made
many believe that good always
beats evil. Actress Shamin
Mannan thinks so, too. “The way
Rani not just arrests, but beats
the hell out of that serial rapist
is just amazing. Everytime I
watch that film, it gives me
goosebumps. The way Rani’s
character SP Shivani gives that
monologue in an interview talk-
ing about what all a woman has
to go through, and why it should

not be even be compared to men,
is just outstanding. Such perfor-
mances beat everything else. Of
course, the negative lead has
done a good job too, we need
more films like this,” said
Shamin.

Actress Saba Saudagar agrees
with her. “The reason why I love
Mardaani is because I find it very
real and very non-filmy. The evil
part of Mardaani reflects the
society we live in and the good
part also reflects the society we
live in but take it for granted. The
last scene of Mardaani 2 where
Rani sits exhausted outside a res-
idence, and then beats the antag-

onist with a Devi idol behind her,
literally gave me goosebumps,”
said Saba.

Actress Pooja Banerjee men-
tions Kahaani, starring Vidya
Balan. “It had a fabulous plot,
great screenplay, some power-
packed performances and has
Durga Puja as a background
theme. It was the best for me as
a film that shows victory of
good over evil. Plus, seeing the
reality of how some men treat
women, specifically pregnant
women, was really heart-wrench-
ing. It really was the most
impactful film for me,” she said.
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Designer Anushree Reddy’s bridal
collections have been the most
sought after by the brides and

their entourage for years. At Lakmé
Fashion Week 2020 Digital First Season
Fluid Edition, Anushree unveiled anoth-
er offering Nazira (meaning glowing with
happiness) for bridal trousseaux shoppers.
Once again there was that uber reflection
of romance and femininity in the ensem-
bles as they glided through the show on
models. Anushree’s creative design direc-
tions have always been deeply rooted in
traditions. 

The colour spread showcased a
delightful array of hues. There was the
ever-neutral pristine ivory as well as the
haute bridal favourites like peachy pink,
cherry red, strong royal purple and regal
navy. When it came to the embellish-
ments, she allowed her designing skills
to bring in large offerings of handcraft-
ed 3D crystal work, which was balanced
perfectly with Katdana and delicate
thread work.

Embroidery was the star of her col-
lection with fine detailing like ornate scal-
loped edges for hemlines, dupattas and
cholis. Dazzling latkans hung tantalising-
ly at the waist while strappy gowns replete
with the most exotic blooms splashed all
over were mesmerising. The almost lacy
treatment with embroidery given to the
choli sleeves presented a fragile look. The
saris were treated with great opulence as
the embellishments were lavishly used for
the pallavs, borders and cholis.

Ridhi Mehra’s collections have always
moved with the fashion-forward trends
season after season. For Lakmé Fashion
Week, her collection called Reflections
moved from modifying to modernising
the fashion story. The leitmotif of the line
was the ever-popular mirror work that
was balanced with innovative designs and
techniques. The inspiration was the
royal heritage of Kutch that brought forth
the characteristic bohemian craft in a riot
of colour power play but suited to the
contemporary silhouettes.

Keeping mirror work as the focal
point on the ensembles, Ridhi fused in
mixed elements of gota patti and zari on
the silks as well as the prints that high-
lighted the fabrics like chiffon and organ-
za. Offering a variety of silhouettes to suit
the ethnic and western dresser, she
unveiled anarkalis and luxuriously
embellished saris and then moved to styl-
ish jumpsuits with interesting design
directions.

When it comes to showcasing creativ-
ity at its best for occasion wear, design-
er Jayanti Reddy can dazzle her buyers
with her collections. Her line of ensem-
bles, Rouge, was an ode to the different
shades of red, which is considered the cel-
ebratory offering for all festive Indian sea-
sons. The collection was all about vibrant
seductive adventurous and bold clothes
that will win the wearer showers of acco-
lades wherever she goes.

Jayanti’s kaleidoscopic fashion direc-
tions started with the fabric base. Here
it was the elegant silks, the sheer beauty
of traditional chanderi and the slinky
glamour of satin that enchanted her imag-
ination. The silhouettes that fitted per-
fectly into the festive and bridal mood,
moved from lehenga, choli, and dupatta
trios, then added regal fluid capes and
completed the fashionable menu with
draped skirts.

From tiny cape blouses to regal
long-sleeved cholis matched with asym-
metric robes, Jayanti’s homage to red
moved to long-sleeved gowns with scal-

loped bib necklines, puff-sleeved jackets
and innovatively woven matted cholis.
The anarkalis and dupattas were edged
with ornate silver borders, while the
angarkha style kurtas had embroidered
bodice as the focal point. A flame-red
satin sari was edged with glittering bor-
der, but the accompanying choli was a
glitzy one-button addition.
Embellishments were always the focal
point of the garments as they appeared
in discreet but glittering forms though at
times they were lavishly sprinkled on the
garments.

Celebrating fashion for the festivities,

designing duo Sukriti and Aakriti
unveiled their Neo-Phulkari collection.
Phulkari, that often appears on bridal
trousseaux, was given a revival touch
by the designers, who incorporated it
in fluid forms onto the Indian silhou-
ettes. The base of the craft was the
organic fabric as well as the nat-
urally dyed gota work. In
addition, Sukriti and
Aakriti gave a creative
contemporary thrust
to phulkari so that it
had a wider global
appeal.

They started
with a black and
white offering com-
prising cropped pants
with kurta. They kept
the phulkari embroi-
dery in all white for the
black jacket. The designs
included cropped jackets,
white-on-white embroi-
dered kurtas, kurtis,
ghararas and flared empire
line dress over calf-length
pants. The ivory
sherwani/lehenga duo, the
peplum jacket, bralette and lehen-
ga, choli, dupatta trio, as well as the
seductive plunge ‘V’ neckline tunic
over a white and gold maxi skirt
brought formal wear into fashion-
able focus.

The black and white section was
all about flamboyant styles as
swirling long skirts looked perfect
either with a bralette or giant balloon
sleeved cholis, while a flouncy dupat-
ta added that extra zing to the look.
The showstopping pair, actors
Radhika Madan looked radiant in a

colourful lehenga, deep, round neck
choli and dupatta that perfectly bal-

anced Aparshakti Khurana’s
embroidered bundi kurta and nar-
row pants look.

The electronics brand, boAt,
teamed up with designer Masaba

Gupta and unveiled a line of
colorful headphone

designs. Masaba will be
back at fashion week

next year to show-
case her fashion
collection that
will be inspired by

this collaboration.
She said, “We are

super excited about col-
laborating with boAt.

Lending House of
Masaba’s aesthetics to
their headphones will

invite a new consumer and
excite the existing ones

with cool, fresh and quirky
products. Lakme Fashion
Week and I have a long-

standing association, it is
where I made my debut. I
think that it is a platform that
has consistently brought some
amazing talent to the forefront.
I am sure it would have been
a little challenging in these
unprecedented times that we
live in. This seems to be a per-
fect collaboration. Through
these headphones and my
summer collection, I will be
able to transport people into
a parallel universe which I
can’t wait to share with
them. I am looking for-
ward to this.”
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When a restless spirit curses a village that has a history of female infanti-

cide, the town’s fate lies in the hands of a 10-year-old girl. Starring Shabana Azmi,
Leela Samson and Sanjeeda Sheikh, the film releases on October 30 on Netflix. 
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The West, where there are high percentages of lit-
eracy, per-capita income, standards of living, etc,

is considered as a civilised society. But is it really
civilised? Looking at the increasing number of cases
of rape, murder, child sexual abuse, and robbery, can
we really call it that? 

A country, where the
government manufactures
weapons for mass killing,
people alter their level of
consciousness by using
alcohol or intoxicating
drugs, where there are illic-
it children, broken homes,
divorced spouses and
everyone is running after
money, sex and sensuous
entertainments, can we call
such a society civil?
Deforestation of jungles,
building sky-scrappers, using knife and fork to eat,
and handling sophisticated gadgets — does this all
determine a society’s civilised status? We can say that
there are hospitals, courts, police stations, fire
brigades, schemes for social welfare and child care,
etc, but are they really personally civilised as a soci-
ety? Doesn’t the existence of more police and courts
indicate how there is a lot of crime and litigation
because people have no integrity or honesty. Else,
why do we need more and more police, law courts,
lawyers, the jurisdiction and jails?

Similarly, doesn’t the existence of a very large
number of doctors, dispensing chemists and hos-
pitals, indicate that a lot many people are suffering
from various diseases? Further, why are they suf-
fering from so many psychosomatic diseases,
which are caused by, or are linked to, mental stress,
tension, worry, fear, fatigue, etc? Doesn’t that mean
that there are no happy relations, there is no sense
of belonging or feeling of love and everyone is self-
ish? Doesn’t all this mean that there is a serious vio-
lation of moral, social, human or spiritual values? 

We need to understand that the real problem,
underlying all problems, whether these be labelled
as economic, social, political, communal or by what-
ever other name, is man. Man who violates human
values, cares only for himself and is after fulfillment
of his own ambitions, irrespective of what happens
to others, they are always harmful for the society’s
peaceful functioning. We should, therefore, realise
that life today has become so much linked and inter-
dependent in a complicated way, that one’s capac-
ity to do wrong or bad has multiplied manifold.

In view of this, we must lay proper emphasis on
observance of values, else we will be inviting our own
doom in the form of environmental pollution,
nuclear weapons, high growth rate of population,
global warming, etc. Our present-day society is
marching towards barbarity, worse than we could
have even conceived a century ago. Man’s inner con-
science has become more vulgar and beasty than it
ever was and he has fallen further into quagmire of
vices. The worst thing is that man has lost his con-
science, moral voice, and the whispers of silence from
within. Even at this stage, if values are not restored,
then a great moral disaster is inevitable, which will
land the world into a series of economic, political,
social and civilisational crises and, eventually, all our
wonderful global progresses will mix into the dust!
Let us, therefore, understand what a “civilised soci-
ety” actually means and how much we need to let
each one of us individually inculcate the values in
us if we want to create a better world to live in.
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When a weather report
recently announced on the

radio, “Freezing temperatures
are predicted for tonight, thus
ending the gardening season,”
the deadpan delivery of this
dramatic — for gardeners —
statement made me realise that
the announcer was no gardener.
Freezing temperatures do not
end the gardening season!

Despite that frost, aren’t
there still leaves on trees, some
of them still to turn spectacular,
fiery colours? If I can’t consider
trees part of my “garden,” how
about some shrubs in the flower
beds? Butterfly bush are still
coughing out a few fragrant
blossoms. Rhododendron and
heath look as spry the morning
after the freeze.

Hardier vegetables and flowers
Okay, so maybe the guy on

the radio meant vegetables and
herbaceous flowers when he
was talking about gardening. Yes,
bean and marigold plants defi-
nitely froze to death as recent
night temperatures plummeted
to 29 degrees Fahrenheit at my
New York home, as did zinnias,
corn, peppers, cosmos and bach-
elor’s buttons.

But even weekend gardeners
grow more than just these ten-
der vegetables and annuals.
Black-eyed Susans are still
dressed up like it’s summer, and
mums — doesn’t just about

everybody plant mums? — are
unfolding new blossoms.
Perennial flowers generally are
unfazed by temperatures down
into the 20s.

Among annual flowers, there
are plenty that likewise are
unfazed by freezing tempera-

tures. Strawflowers, for example,
as well as snapdragons and pan-
sies are still perky. These latter
two are actually perennials that
are grown as annuals this far
north, and they survive our
winters if temperatures don’t
dip too low.

Microclimates
Look around and you might

even find some tender annual
flowers still treading water
through the frosty spell. A wall,
paving or tree canopy each prevent
temperatures nearby from drop-
ping as low as in more exposed
locations. In a flower bed butted
up against the west wall of my
house, zinnias and marigolds still
look spry.

Let’s go back to the vegetables
now. Although freezing tempera-
tures snuffed the life from tender
veggies, there are plenty of cold-

hardy ones in the garden. Kale,
spinach, broccoli, lettuce and
radishes look fine after a night or
a few nights of below-freezing
temperatures. In fact, these vegeta-
bles look and taste better during
this kind of weather than they do
in the summer heat.

With a bit of planning, a fall
freeze doesn’t need to leave the
vegetable or flower garden look-
ing forlorn. If you have planted
plenty of hardy vegetables and
flowers, the freeze acts on the gar-
den the way a developing solution
acts on a photograph — as tender

plants wilt and are cleared away,
hardy plants come into promi-
nence.

Effecting this transformation
means choosing hardy plants and
giving them enough time to grow.
With sunlight at a premium this
time of year, all plants, whether
hardy or tender, make little
growth. That weather reporter
might more correctly have stated
that the growing season, not the
gardening season, was drawing
slowly to a close. Not because of
one frosty night though.

0��

Listen to the
whispers from within

Farmers across the country have
been protesting against the Centre’s
farm reform laws, particularly and

more extensively, in Punjab and
Haryana. Majority of farmers, on one
hand, are unable to accept the new
reforms and on the other, are suffering
huge losses due to unpredictable weath-
er conditions. The problems are sever-
al with no solution in sight.

Drought and erratic monsoons have
been a major concern for farmers across
the states but this year, farmers in rural
regions of the eastern state of
Chhattisgarh are struggling hard to
protect their ready-to-harvest crops
from pests. The reason behind this sud-
den pest infestation on crops is the rain-
fall in October and the brunt is being
faced by farmers — specially the small-
holding farmers. According to the
District Agriculture Department, out-
breaks of pests have been observed in
approximately 10 per cent of the total
crops in the Kanker district of
Chhattisgarh.

The farmers of Ghota village in

Bhanupratapur block, located about 50
km from the district headquarters in
Kanker, are worried about their crops
being damaged. Inhabited by merely
1,500 people, almost everyone in this vil-
lage relies upon agriculture. Despite the
unfavourable weather conditions in the
initial half of the sowing season, farm-
ers were hopeful of a good yield this year
and a good monsoon held their hopes
high. The rainfall in the months of
August and September was helpful but
the extended rainfall in October along
with a strong sunlight made the environ-
ment too humid, leading to pest infes-
tation. As a result, the standing crop of
paddy began drying up. The troubled
farmers are using different types of med-
icines to save the paddy from diseases
like stem borer, blast fungus and man-
age the presence of brown plant hopper.
To the disappointment of the farmers,
none of their efforts have shown posi-
tive results so far.

Well, it’s not just the crop they have
to worry about. Most of the farmers,
especially the small-holding ones, take

loan every year to sow the crops and
return the debt after selling the harvest.
This year, too, many had taken loan but
looking at the current situation, the
chances of returning the loan on time
looks feeble.

Chaituram Uikey, a farmer in the vil-
lage who had taken a loan of �60,000
from the large-sized Adivasi
Multipurpose Society (LAMPS), said,
“During the plantation of paddy, there
was no rain. We somehow managed that
time-hoping for a good yield but now
when it is about time to harvest the crop,
the unseasonal rains have wreaked
havoc on us. Forget about repaying the
loan, looking at the extent of damage, I
don’t think I will have enough to run my
house this year.”

Gangabai Chakradhari, another
farmer from the same village, is worried
that this year she might not be able to
repay her loan of �35,000. The pest
attack might result into lesser crop pro-
duction than last year, forcing Gangabai
to extend the time period for the repay-
ment of loan to the next year. She is now
worried about the interest, which she will
have to continue paying along with man-
aging her other everyday expens-

es.
There are many farmers like

Gangabai who are concerned about
repaying even small amounts of loan and
have started looking for other sources of
livelihood to return the debt. “I have
taken a loan of �30,000 from the
LAMPS. I thought that I would repay the
loan within a year but this crop loss of
40 to 50 per cent in my field has left me
devastated. I will now have to work for
daily wages to repay the debt,” shared
Ankalram Hurra, another affected
farmer from the village. Ankalram has
no faith in the crop insurance mecha-
nism as he has not yet received compen-
sation for the crop damage that he had
suffered in 2016.

When asked about the situation, the
Village Head, Ramprasad Kavade said
that no support has been received from
the Agriculture Department this year.
“No officials have visited the village so
far. Earlier, Gram Sevak would occasion-
ally visit the village and would share use-
ful information with the farmers but
this year, due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, we haven’t seen him in
a long time. I have

taken a loan of �1 lakh and now, I land-
ed in a huge debt crisis due to the pest
attacks.”

Explaining the official stance, Kiran
Kumar Bhandari, the Rural Agricultural
Extension Officer of the region, shared,
“The weather has led to pest infestation
in the paddy crop in the entire district,
damaging 10 per cent of the total crops.
Farmers in Ghota village are too facing
similar challenges. They have been
advised to spray medicines to minimise
the damage. Farmers who have insured
their crops will receive the benefit if the
damage is more than 30 per cent of their
total crop.”

Life of farmers has always been full
of challenges and that too at different
fronts. On one hand, while many have
been waiting for policies that benefit
them directly and get them the right
price for their hard work, on the other,
many keep suffering the damage caused
by recurring and extensive natural haz-
ards like drought, excessive rainfall,
floods, and thunderstorms.

The country’s agriculture sector
accounts for around 14 per cent of the
country’s economy and 42 per cent of
total employment sector. In these
unprecedented times of the global pan-
demic of COVID-19, agriculture has
been the only sector to grow for April-
June 2020 and contribute to India’s Gross
Domestic Product (GDP). Well, growth
of this sector is certainly vital for our
country and that is enough of a reason

to hear the plight of the
farmers.
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Belatedly getting into the groove
with four wins on the trot, Kings

XI Punjab will hope to keep the jug-
gernaut rolling when they take on a
resurgent Kolkata Knight
Riders in a mid-table clash
here on Monday.

KXIP are placed fifth
on the points table having
won five games from 11
outings, while KKR are a
notch better, occupying the fourth
spot with 12 points.

A win for Punjab will elevate
them to the top four, while a victo-
ry for KKR will take them to 14
points, the same as the top three
teams in the contest, strengthening
their playoff chances.

With the race to play-offs heat-
ing up, both sides know the value of
a win on Monday.

KXIP had roared back to form,
snapping their five match losing-
streak with a win over third-placed
Royal Challengers Bangalore. Since
then the KL Rahul-led side has not
looked back, defeating the top two
sides in the tournament — Mumbai
Indians and Delhi Capitals —
besides Sunrisers Hyderbad.

However, they must also win
their remaining matches for a shot
at the playoffs.

KXIP’s bowling has been their
weakest link. Barring Mohammad
Shami and Ravi Bishnoi, none of the

bowlers have inspired
confidence, especially in
the death overs.

But when their bat-
ting unit failed to put
runs on the board on
Saturday, the KXIP

bowlers produced an excellent dis-
play of death over bowling against
Sunrisers Hyderabad. They defend-
ed 126 by taking five wickets in the
final two overs to eke out an incred-
ible win.

KXIP have the in-form bats-
men in skipper Rahul, who is the
leading run scorer of the tourna-
ment, and Mayank Agarwal. The
presence of flamboyant Chris Gayle
has inspired the team, and since his
inclusion in the playing XI, the
Punjab-based outfit has not lost a
single game.

Nicholas Pooran, too, has looked
dangerous but the shaky form of
Glenn Maxwell remains a concern.

Agarwal missed the match
against SRH due to a bruised knee

but the opener is expected to be
back for the clash against KKR.

KKR will also be all fired up
after their comprehensive win over
the formidable Delhi Capitals and
would be desperate to keep the
winning momentum going.

After the embarrassing eight-
wicket loss to RCB, the two-time
champions did well to regroup and
inflict a 59-run defeat on the
Capitals, who occupy the second
spot in the points table.

Promoted to open the innings,
Nitish Rana revelled in his new role
and smashed a whirlwind 81 while
sharing a game-changing 115-run
stand with Sunil Narine (64). Leg-
spinner Varun Chakravarthy then
tore apart the DC middle-order
with a five-wicket haul.

If KKR wish to seal a play-off
spot, their batsmen need to step up,
shrug off their inconsistency and
win matches for the team. Barring
Rana (81) and Narine (64), every-
one else failed against DC.

The KKR bowlers have done
well to fashion victories and the
addition of Lockie Fergusen has
only strengthened the pace attack,
which also includes Australian Pat
Cummins.
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Liverpool came from behind
to beat struggling Sheffield

United 2-1 and join Everton at
the top of the Premier League
table.

Jurgen Klopp’s champi-
ons, without injured defensive
talisman Virgil van Dijk, are
now unbeaten in 62 Premier
League home games at
Anfield, but had to dig deep
after falling behind to an early
penalty scored by Sander
Berge.

Roberto Firmino hauled
them level shortly before half-
time and the home side over-
came the disappointment of

seeing an audacious
Mohamed Salah goal
ruled out for offside to
score the winner through
a Diogo Jota header.

The victory at Anfield
means the champions have
13 points, level with neigh-
bours Everton, who still lead
the table on goal difference,
with a game in hand.

“I’m not surprised at all
— you always have to work
hard against Sheffield
United,” said Klopp. “It’s hard
to take for (manager) Chris

Wilder.
“The penalty was not even

a foul. During a season there
are so many different periods,
we have had an injustice and
we have had to go again.
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Lewis Hamilton has moved
clear of Michael

Schumacher to become the
most victorious driver in
Formula One history.

The six-time world cham-
pion sealed the 92nd race win
of his illustrious career at the
Portuguese GP on Sunday.

Hamilton did not initially
have everything his own way
at the Portimao Circuit in the
Algarve despite clinching his
97th career pole on Saturday,
dropping down to third during
a truly hectic, wet opening lap
behind McLaren’s Carlos Sainz

and Mercedes team-mate
Valtteri Bottas.

However, the Briton
remained focus and eventually
claimed back the race lead
from Bottas on lap 20 and did
not let up thereafter, constant-
ly extending his lead and cruis-
ing to a historic 92nd win and
eighth of the coronavirus-
impacted 2020 season despite a

late touch of painful cramp in
his right calf.

The manner of victory was
eventually an emphatic 25.5
seconds ahead of Bottas, with
Max Verstappen taking the last
podium spot for Red Bull.

“It’s going to take some time
for it to fully sink in,” Hamilton
— whose father Anthony was in
attendance — said of his
achievement in a  interview
with Sky Sports.

"I was still pushing flat out

coming across the line, so I’m
still very much in race mode
mentally. I can’t find the words
at the moment.

“I owe it all to these guys
here and back at the factory for
their tremendous work. They
are continually innovating and
pushing the barrier even high-
er every year.

“It’s been such a privilege
working with them and I’m so
grateful for all the moments.
The reliability has been
absolutely incredible.

Hamilton had initially
equalled the iconic
Schumacher’s record at the
Eifel Grand Prix at the
Nurburgring a fortnight ago,
after which he was presented
with one of Schumacher's race
helmets by the German's son,
Mick.

Another world title for the
35-year-old this season — F1
champion in 2008, 2014, 2015,
2017, 2018 and 2019 — would
see him match Schumacher’s
record haul of seven.
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Premier League leader
Everton slumped to its

first defeat of the season and
lost Lucas Digne to a second-
half red card as Danny Ings
inspired Southampton to a 2-
0 win at St Mary’s Stadium on
Sunday.

Ings is Southampton’s top
scorer this season but he
turned provider against
Everton, setting up James
Ward-Prowse’s 27th-minute
opener with a delicate
through-ball and then cross-
ing to the far post for strike

partner Che Adams to score
a deflected finish in the 35th.

Everton’s worst display
of the season was capped by
the 71st-minute sending-off
of left back Digne, who raked
his studs down the back of
Kyle Walker-Peters’ leg as he
chased after the Southampton
right back. 
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Ben Stokes’ spectacular hundred
overshadowed Hardik Pandya’s
six-hitting spree as Rajasthan

Royals spiced up the IPL play-offs race
with an emphatic eight-wicket win over
Mumbai Indians here on Sunday.

Stokes, who plundered 14 fours and
three sixes in his unbeaten 60-ball 107,
found an able ally in Sanju Samson (54
not out off 31) as their unbroken 152-
run partnership allowed Royals to
make short work of the 196-run target.
They cantered to victory in 18.2 overs.

Mumbai had put up an imposing
195 for five courtesy a 21-ball 60
Hardik Pandya, who smashed seven
sixes and two fours. It was the fourth
loss for Mumbai, who remain in com-
fortable position at the top of the stand-
ings.

The comprehensive win over
defending champions not only kept
Royals alive in the tournament, it also
eliminated Chennai Super Kings
from the competition.

The night belonged to Stokes, who
tore into the Mumbai attack after
RR lost opener Robin Uthappa
(13) and Steve Smith (11) early.
The southpaw was back to his
very best, having struggled
with his timing in the earlier
games.

Samson joined Stokes, who had
collected four boundaries off Trent
Boult in the third over.

The Englishman then went on
offensive against Krunal Pandya, col-

lecting two fours before a bound-
ary and six against Rahul Chahar
with Royals racing to 75 for two
after eight overs.

Stokes and Samson played
shots at will with RR collecting
18 and 19 runs off the 13th and

14th over bowled by James
Pattinson and Chahar.

Stokes completed his 100 in 59
balls, with a thumping six over deep
mid-wicket and fittingly finished the
match with a boundary.

Earlier, Mumbai suffered a mini-
collapse in the middle-overs and but
late hitting from Hardik and Saurabh
Tiwary (34 of 25) enabled the defend-
ing champions to amass 74 runs in the
last four overs.

Tiwary and Hardik shared a 64-run
stand for the fifth wicket.

Tiwary was brutal against Archer
(2-31) in the 17th over, smashing two
fours and a maximum while Hardik
hammered four sixes off Ankit Rajpoot

(0-60) in the 18th over, which went for
27 runs.

Hardik launched into Kartik Tyagi
(1-45) in the final over, hitting him for
three sixes and two fours. His blitzkrieg
can prove to be the difference in the
game.   

After Mumbai lost opener Quinton
De Kock (6) early, Ishan Kishan (37 off
36 balls) and Suryakumar Yadav (40 off
26) rallied the innings with their 83-run
second-wicket stand.

Kishan and Surya again tore into
pacer Rajpoot, smashing a six each as
Mumbai raced to 59 for one after six
overs.

Surya went on the offensive against
Shreyas Gopal, collecting two bound-
aries in the ninth over.

But Rajasthan pulled things back by
dismissing Kishan, Surya and Kieron
Pollard (6) in quick succession as
Mumbai slipped to 101 for four.

Kishan perished courtesy a one-
handed blinder from Archer at third-
man, off  Tyagi, and then Gopal
removed Surya and Pollard in the 13th
over. While Surya gave a sitter to Ben
Stokes, Pollard was undone by a goo-
gly, which uprooted his stumps. 
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Chennai Super Kings finally displayed the
much-needed intent, keeping them-

selves just mathematically alive before RR
win knock them out of top four race, with
a comprehensive eight-wicket victory over
Royal Challengers Bangalore here on
Sunday.

The fearless cricket that skipper
Mahendra Singh Dhoni so expected came
to the fore as they chased down a target of
146 in 18.4 overs to take their tally to eight
points.

Young Ruturaj Gaikwad (65 not out off
51 balls) showed his potential with a maid-
en fifty but skipper Dhoni wouldn’t be wrong
in thinking that it came too late in the day
when the Yellow Brigade is out of the play-
off reckoning.

Gaikwad and veteran Ambati Rayudu
(39 off 27 balls) added 67 runs in 8.2 overs
for the second wicket to finish off a chase
in style.

On Sunday, CSK looked purposeful in
their pursuit of a small target.

Gaikwad, one of the most talked-about
young players in this league, finally had a
good day in office, hitting four fours and
three sixes. He looked assured while choos-
ing the loose deliveries as he swept Yuzvendra
Chahal for a boundary and came down the
track to loft Moeen Ali for a six.

Fittingly, a hooked six by Gaikwad
brought CSK’s much-awaited win.

Rayudu, at the other end, used Navdeep
Saini's pace, as he slashed him over backward
point for a six and then again showed intent
by charging down the track for a boundary.

Earlier, the celebrated pair of Virat
Kohli and AB de Villiers were briefly enter-
taining but Chennai Super Kings managed
to restrict Royal Challengers Bangalore to
145 for 6 in their stipulated 20 overs.

Sam Curran was once again brilliant up-
front and also at the death, finishing with fig-
ures of 3/19 in three overs.

Credit to the CSK bowlers as they conced-
ed only 20 runs in the last three overs and man-
aged to take four wickets.

IPL’s most prolific batting pair of Kohli and
De Villiers added 82 runs with some great tech-
nique against CSK spinners Imran Tahir
(1/30 in 4 overs) and Mitchell Santner (1/23
in 4 overs) who kept a tight leash during the
middle overs.

Deepak Chahar was once again steady, fin-
ishing with 2 for 31 in his four-over spell.

Kohli scored 50 off 43 balls with a four and
a six while De Villiers helped himself to a pol-
ished 39 off 36 balls. AB hit four boundaries.

The CSK bowlers did well enough to take
the pace off the ball which made it difficult for
RCB batsmen to score. Yet, Kohli and ABD did
manage to take control of the proceedings but
failed to finish with a flourish.
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KINGS XI PUNJAB 08
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Third-seeded Aryna
Sabalenka cruised to the

title at the inaugural Ostrava
Open on Sunday, defeating
fourth-seeded Victoria
Azarenka 6-2, 6-2 in the first
WTA all-Belarusian final.

The big-hitting 22-year-
old Sabalenka dominated the
match but her former top-
ranked opponent was visibly
limited by an unspecified
health problem in the second
set and needed a medical time
out and one more brief treat-
ment.

It was the second title of
the season for the 12th-ranked
Sabalenka after the Qatar Total
Open in Doha in February, and
seventh overall of her career.

“I hope you’ll get better
soon,” she wished Azarenka in
a brief on-court speech after
her victory.

The 14th-ranked Azarenka
tried to come back after she
received treatment when she

was 4-1 down in the second
set, breaking Sabalenka who
then replied immediately with
her fifth break and served out
the match.

Last month, Azarenka
eliminated Sabalenka 6-1, 6-3
in the second round of the U.S.
Open before reaching the final.

The indoor hard-court
event was added to the WTA
tour after tournaments in
China were canceled due to the
coronavirus pandemic.
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