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T
he Kolkata International Film Festival (KIFF), scheduled to be held in
November, has been deferred to January next year due to the COVID-

19 pandemic, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee said on
Thursday. Initially the 26th edition of the KIFF, with limited number of
visitors, was scheduled to be held from November 5 to
12. It will now be organised from January 8 to 15,
2021. Banerjee posted on her twitter handle, "After
receiving global film fraternity's consent, I hereby
inform all stakeholders of Kolkata International Film
Festival & cine lovers that our festival has been
rescheduled, given the current circumstances. "It
will now be held from Jan 8-15, 2021. Let the
preparations begin!"

KOLKATA INTERNATIONAL FILM
FESTIVAL DEFERRED TO JANUARY

SOME RECOVERED CORONAVIRUS
PATIENTS MAY STILL CARRY VIRUS

A
woman in Pakistan's Punjab province was allegedly sold for rupees
5,000 by her husband to four persons who gang-raped her for 21

days. The incident took place in North Sargodha, some 200 kilometres
from Lahore. The suspects took her to their place and gang-raped her
for 21 days before she managed to flee and reached
the local police station. The woman on
Wednesday submitted an application in the
sessions court Sargodha after police refused
to file a case against her husband and four
rapists. Additional sessions judge Muhammad
Ijaz issued a notice to district police officer
Sargodha and sought a report on the matter on
November 2.

T
he Trump administration has proposed to scrap the computerised lottery
system to grant H-1B work visas to foreign technology professionals and

replace it with a wage-level-based selection process, a move that is expected
to counter the downward pressure on the wages of US workers. A
notification on the new system is being published in the Federal Register on
Thursday. Stakeholders have 30 days to respond to the notification, the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) said on Wednesday, less than a
week before the US presidential election. Replacing the
computerised draw of lots to decide on the successful H-
1B applicants, the DHS said it is expected to help counter
the downward pressure on the wages of American
workers that is created by an annual influx of
relatively lower-paid, new cap-subject H-1B workers.

S
ome recovered COVID-19 patients may still carry the novel
coronavirus, according to a new study which recommends that

people leaving quarantine avoid close contact with others, wear a face
mask, and possibly undergo an additional test to confirm if
they are free of the virus. The study, assessed 131
COVID-19 patients who met the World Health
Organization (WHO) criteria for discontinuation of
quarantine, and found that close to 17 per cent of them,
who were considered fully recovered, tested positive for
the virus in follow-up screening. "Our findings indicate that
a noteworthy rate of recovered patients with COVID-19 could
still be asymptomatic carriers of the virus," said study co-author
Francesco Landi from Fondazione Policlinico Universitario in Italy.

PAKISTAN WOMAN GANG-RAPED 
AFTER BEING SOLD BY HUSBAND 

US TO SCRAP COMPUTERISED
LOTTERY SYSTEM FOR H-1B VISAS 
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ALMANAC  

TODAY

Month & Paksham:

Ashwin  & Shukla Paksha  

Panchangam

Tithi : Chaturdashi: 05:44 pm

Nakshatram: Revati: 02:57 pm

Time to Avoid: (Bad time to start 

any important work)

Rahukalam: 10:34 am – 11:59 am

Yamagandam: 02:50 pm – 04:16 pm

Varjyam: NIL

Gulika: 07:42 am - 09:08 am

Good Time: (to start any important work)

Amritakalam: 12:15 pm – 02:03 pm

Abhijit Muhurtham: 11:36 am – 12:22 pm

FFoorreeccaasstt:: Partly cloudy
Temp: 29/21
Humidity: 62%
Sunrise: 06.13 am
Sunset: 05.45 pm 
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Sensex sheds 173
pts amid F&O
expiry; Nifty slips
below 11,700

5

Left govt on the
backfoot after
Sivasankar's
arrest
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Alcohol sales 
hit festive 
high in TS

NAVEENA GHANATE 
n HYDERABAD

The unemployment rate since
the unlock process in the state
has gone down to 3.3% in
September from nearly 5.8% in
August, as per the Centre for
Monitoring Indian Economy.
During the lockdown months -
- April, May and June,
Telangana reported 6.2%, 14.7%
and 10.6% unemployment rate.
Post re-opening, the numbers in
the state went down, as the
unemployment rate in July and
August were around 5.4% and
5.8% respectively.

Telangana has overtaken
Gujarat in unemployment
numbers. Gujarat, which had
an unemployment rate of 1.9%
in the past, registered 3.4% in
October. Only Assam (1.2%),
Chhattisgarh (2.0), Odisha
(2.1%) and Karnataka (2.4)
are ahead of Telangana as per
CMIE. The unemployment
rate in the state is much below

the all-India estimate of 6.7%
at the same time.

The unemployment rate is
slowly coming down also in
Andhra Pradesh, which was at
6.4% in September, though it
was 7.0 in August and 8.3 in
July. During April and May i.e.
during the Covid-19 induced
lockdown period, the unem-
ployment rate in Andhra
Pradesh was at 20.5% and

17.4% respectively.
Krishank Manne, TRS

leader said, “These figures
from CMIE itself explain
Telangana standing low at the
unemployment rate faring
exceptionally well than promi-
nent states. It was achieved
only because of the
Government's focus on creat-
ing job opportunities and skill
training”.

TS among top 5 states with
lowest unemployment rate

Demand for
contract jobs high
in Hyderabad 
HYDERABAD: Hyderabad is
among the top three cities which
recorded the highest postings
for contract jobs between
January and July this year. The
city is preceded by Bengaluru
and Mumbai in top three
positions, according to a new
report by job search portal
Indeed.com. However, when
compared to previous years, all
three cities witnessed overall de-
growth from last year. While the
demand for contract workers
has risen steadily since January
2020, month on month
comparisons between 2019 and
2020 showed that hiring for
contract jobs more than doubled
in June and July this year, at
110% and 143% respectively.

‘Dharani’, a trendsetter: KCR 
Telangana to assign geographical coordinates to lands
PNS n HYDERABAD

Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao said on
Thursday that the path-break-
ing Dharani, one-stop portal
for all matters concerning land
transactions across the State,
would emerge as a trend-set-
ter for the nation.

Addressing a gathering after
inaugurating the portal at
Moodu Chintalapally in
Medchal-Malkajgiri district,
the Chief Minister said: “Gone
are the days when people, par-
ticularly farmers, had to make
the rounds of various offices
for land transactions, includ-
ing registration and mutation,
often greasing the palms of
corrupt officials."

Telangana had achieved
tremendous progress in all
sectors of the economy, includ-
ing power, agriculture, indus-
try and irrigation, KCR said.
Dharani portal was an impor-
tant step towards resolving
issues pertaining to lands
across the State. 

TS has
achieved

tremendous
progress in all
sectors of the
economy,
including
power,
agriculture,
industry and
irrigation

AP slashes liquor prices, cites smuggling
PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

In an interesting U-turn after
exponentially increasing the
prices of liquor, the Andhra
Pradesh government has cut
the prices of medium and
higher category of Indian
Made Foreign Liquor on
Thursday in view of increased
cases of inter-state smug-
gling.  

The reduction in prices of
these liquor brands ranged

from Rs 50 per 180 ml to Rs
1,350 per bottle. The new
rates will come into force with

effect from Friday, a govern-
ment order said.

The government defended
its decision stating that it was
aimed at smuggling of high-
value brands from other states
as pointed out by the Special
Enforcement Bureau in its
report.

Initially, the government
drastically reduced the number
of liquor shops and bars. The
government also took over
liquor business stating that

this would eliminate the busi-
ness of belt shops in rural areas.

Subsequently, the govern-
ment abnormally increased
the liquor prices up to 75 per
cent, hoping that it would
bring down the liquor con-
sumption in the state. It also
imposed restrictions on people
stating that one cannot possess
more than three bottles.
However, the measures led to
massive inter-state smuggling.

PNS n HYDERABAD

The National Green Tribunal
on Thursday ordered a stay on
construction work of the
Rayalaseema Lift Irrigation
Project (RLIP) proposed by
the Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment across the River Krishna
in the backwaters of Srisailam
reservoir to draw three tmc ft
of water per day to irrigate
parched lands of Rayalaseema.

Acting on a petition filed by
a Telangana activist Gavinolla
Srinivas, the green tribunal
made it clear to the AP  gov-
ernment that it should not go
ahead with the construction of

Rayalaseema lift scheme,
unless it obtained all clear-
ances from the Centre, includ-
ing environmental clearance.

It also directed that the AP
government submits a detailed
project report (DPR) to the
Ministry of Jal Shakti and
unless the project report is
approved, it cannot take up
construction work.

K VENKATESHWARLU
n HYDERABAD

Kalvakuntla Kavitha, former
Nizamabad MP and daughter
of Telangana Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao, took oath
as MLC on Thursday morning
in the TS Legislative Council
Speaker's chambers in the
presence of Ministers, MLAs
of TRS party and members of
the Legislative Council.  She
was elected as the MLC from
the Nizamabad local bodies'
constituency, where she

secured 89% of the total votes
polled.  The elections, neces-
sitated by the disqualification
of sitting MLC R Bhoopathi
Reddy and initially scheduled
for April 7, 2020, was post-
poned indefinitely amid the
COVID-19 pandemic and
nationwide lockdown. A fresh
date was announced on
September 25.  Accordingly,
the election was held on
October 9, 2020. The results
were announced on October
12, with Kavitha making a
clean sweep. 

Kavitha takes oath
as MLC 

Kalvakuntla Kavitha, former Nizamabad MP who was elected from the local
bodies' constituency, taking oath as MLC on Thursday morning in the TS
Legislative Council Speaker's chambers.

Dharani faces technical
glitches on Day-1, rectified 
HYDERABAD: At times, models
sashaying on catwalk face
wardrobe malfunction. No wonder,
Dharani portal, touted as a would-
be 'model' for the country, faced
glitches on Day 1, because of the
onrush of heavy traffic soon after it
was launched on Thursday by
Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao amid much fanfare.  With

face-saving alacrity, official rectified
the shortcomings by Thursday
night. Post-launch, property
owners across the state and even
NRIs hit the website in large
numbers to check their property
details online only to find that the
portal had crashed, unable to
handle the digital deluge.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Winter is fast approaching; so
would be the prospects of
a 'second wave' of coro-
navirus, if people let
down their guard.

The Health
Department has
cautioned the pub-
lic not to neglect
Covid-19 norms. With
the US and Europe already
witnessing the 'second wave'
and reporting a large number
of cases, as people in those
countries virtually ignored

Covid-19 norms, the TS
Health Department is
focussing on prevention of

the second wave.
Health Department
officials emphasized
the need to strictly

follow Covid-19
norms to prevent

another wave. They
urged people not

to roam in crowds. It is
important to create

awareness among people by
taking the help of women
organisations.

‘Chilling’ news of Covid
Next 3 months crucial, warns
Telangana health department

PNS n NEW DELHI

A parliamentary panel
on Thursday questioned
"neutrality" of Google
when it is engaged in
both advertising and
content, and asked was it
not violating fundamental
rights of users by "controlling"
their choices.

Top executives of the search
engine appeared before the
Joint Committee of Parliament
on the Personal Data
Protection Bill and responded
to queries related to data secu-
rity.

Gitanjali Duggal, Google's

director and head of legal in
India; Aman Jain, head of
government affairs and public
policy; and Rahul Jain, manag-
er of public policy and govern-
ment relations, deposed before
the panel, headed by BJP MP
Meenakshi Lekhi.

"They themselves are the
platforms, sellers and news
agencies. And Google itself has

the control button to
which information
will come first, which
will come later or
which news will flash
and which will be
suppressed. So how
it can be a neutral

platform?" Lekhi told PTI after
the meeting.

Members of the panel,
including Congress MP Vivek
Tankha, BJP MP Rajeev
Chandrasekhar and BJD MPs
Bhartruhari Mahtab and Amar
Patnaik, posed a number of
queries to Google representa-
tives.

TN govt takes
executive route
to 7.5% quota
PNS n CHENNAI

The Tamil Nadu government
on Thursday issued an order
notifying 7.5 per cent quota
for students of state-run
schools in admission to
undergraduate medical
courses from the current
2020-21 academic year.

Since the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test
(NEET) results have now
been declared and the admis-
sion process has started, there
is an 'urgency' to decide on
this issue, the Government
Order (G.O) said.

The move came as a bill
passed by the state assembly
last month envisaging the
horizontal reservation is
awaiting assent from
Governor Banwarilal Purohit.

As per the G.O, 7.5 per
cent of seats shall be set
apart on a preferential basis
to government school stu-
dents qualifying in NEET, in
admissions to MBBS, BDS,
BSMS, BAMS, BUMS, and
BHMS from the academic
year 2020-21.

EAMCET eligibility criteria
relaxed for this year
NAMRATA SRIVASTAVA
n HYDERABAD

The eligibility criteria for stu-
dents who qualified in the
Telangana State Engineering,
Agriculture and Medical
Common Entrance Test (TS
EAMCET 2020) have been
relaxed only for this year. 

This is in response to
Wednesday's orders from the
Telangana High Court, which
recorded the statement of State

Advocate General BS Prasad
on relaxing the qualifying
marks for Intermediate stu-
dents so that they can attend

EAMCET-2020 counselling.
The court had directed the
authorities concerned and the
Jawaharlal Nehru
Technological University,
Hyderabad (JNTU-H) to post-
pone the second phase of
counselling, scheduled to be
held between October 29 and
November 5, to enable stu-
dents (presently rendered inel-
igible) to appear for coun-
selling.

Hyderabad: The authorities
have also revised the schedule
of admission in EAMCET col-
leges, keeping in mind the
relaxations given to the stu-
dents. As per the new schedule,
the date for online filing of basic
information, payment of pro-
cessing fee and slot booking for
selection of helpline centre,
date and time to attend for cer-
tificate verification for candi-
dates who did not attend, and
eligible candidates according to
the relaxation, has been extend-
ed till October 31. 

Admission
schedule revised

NGT halts AP’s
RLIP project

Isn’t Google violating users’
rights by ‘controlling’ choices? 

Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao addressing a gathering after inaugurating the
Dharani portal at Moodu Chintalapally in Medchal-Malkajgiri district on Thursday
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EGG 

RATES

` 51, 690 (10 gm)

` 3370

GOLD

` 64,700 (1kg)

`2,300

HYDERABAD 490

VIJAYAWADA 529

VISAKHAPATNAM 522

RREETTAAIILL PPRRIICCEE `̀44..9900

SILVER

HYDERABAD

BULLION RATES

`̀//110000 

CHICKEN 

RATES

Dressed/With Skin `187

Without Skin `213

Broiler at Farm `129

`̀//KKGG

(IN HYDERABAD)

PNS n HYDERABAD

Exuding supreme confidence
that the Telangana Rashtra
Samiti would continue its
winning streak, Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao said on Thursday that
winning the Dubbak bye-
election was not a big thing for
the pink party. Victory for
TRS in Dubbak was a fore-

gone conclusion, he suggest-
ed, while talking to media per-
sons after launching Dharani
portal. KCR said that the TRS
candidate would win with a
good majority. 

The Chief Minister said
that registration of non-agri-
culture assets would start with-
in 15 days. He asked people to
register their plot as non-agri-
culture asset. People had the

option to hide details of their
plot in Dharani portal, he
said. The government would
handle even complicated
issues such as owners losing
their conclusive titles, he
assured. The government was
setting up Dharani portal's
back-up servers in various
states. Dharani portal's back-
up would be kept secretly at
many places, KCR added.

Dubbak victory no big deal for us: KCR

Continued from Page 1

By resorting to the exec-
utive route for implement-
ing the quota, the AIADMK
government has sought to
take the wind out of the sails
of opposition DMK which
has been upping the ante on
the issue and had staged
protests demanding imme-
diate implementation of the
reservation.

Days ago, DMK chief M
K Stalin, leading a demon-
stration seeking the gover-
nor's nod for the bill, had
said his party's protests
would continue till the stu-
dents got the reservation.
Attacking Chief Minister K
Palaniswami, he had also
asked if there was justifica-
tion for him to occupy the
position without getting
the quota bill cleared.
Hitting back, Palaniswami
had accused the DMK
leader of taking up the
issue in an attempt to cre-
ate an "illusion" that he
(Stalin) was responsible for
a possible approval by
Purohit on the matter
besides seeking political
mileage.

Continued from Page 1

An analysis of the inflow of
illegal liquor into State of
Andhra Pradesh during the
period of one month — from
September 15 to October 15
— revealed that 1,211 cases of
smuggling have been regis-
tered, out of which 630 cases
were in respect of smuggling
from Telangana, 546 cases in
respect of Karnataka, 24 cases
in respect of Odisha and 11
cases in respect of TN. The
most smuggled liquor brands
are in the category of medi-
um and premium segments.
The report points to the large
difference between the MRPs
of medium and premium
liquor brands, observing that
the prices of some brands of
liquor in AP are more than
double the MRPs prevailing
in Telangana and Karnataka. 

“The report therefore sug-
gests reduction in the MRPs
of medium and premium
brands of liquor so as to pre-
vent smuggling of liquor in
these segments and conse-
quent drain of the revenues of
the State,” the order said.

The government also
reviewed the matter and
noticed that apart from an
increase in the smuggling of
liquor into the State, there
have been unfortunate deaths
due to consumption of sani-
tisers and methyl alcoholic
preparations.

Continued from Page 1

She tweeted, “Took oath as
Kamareddy and Nizamabad
districts' local bodies' MLC.
I humbly thank my party for
the opportunity and the local
bodies' representatives who
have elected me for this posi-
tion".

Ministers Vemula Prashant
Reddy, Mahmood Ali,
Koppula Eshwar, Satyavati
Rathod, MLAs from
Nizamabad and Kamareddy
district, MLCs and corpora-
tions' chairmen and chairper-
sons, local bodies' represen-
tatives from Nizamabad and
Kamareddy district were
among those who attended
the swearing-in ceremony.

Alcohol sales hit festive high in TS
LIQUOR SALES DURING DASARA FETCHES RS 812 CRORE
PNS n HYDERABAD

Bringing much relief to cash-
starved state government, the
Excise Department's revenue
crossed Rs 2,218.65 crore mark
up to October 27 and is all set
to cross Rs 2,500-crore mark by
end of the month. Every
month, the sale of liquor, beer
and other alcoholic beverages
is put at Rs 2,200-2,300 crore.
The excise revenue that would
have been earned by the state
government in a month was
earned up to October 27. 

On account of Dasara, own-
ers of liquor shops, bars, clubs,
restaurants, tourism hotels
have made heavy purchases
from Telangana State Beverages

Development Corporation net-
ting the state government rev-
enue of at least Rs 812.24 crore
in just four days. These estab-
lishments started lifting their
stocks from the corporation

from October 22 for Dasara,
which fell on October 25.
There are over 2,216 liquor
shops, over 1,000 bars, clubs
and tourism hotels in the state.
The daily sale of liquor would

be of the order of Rs 80-90
crore. However, on October 22,
the corporation sold liquor
and beer worth Rs 305.96
crore. As per the statistics
available with the Excise
Department, Telangana has a
total of 2,211 wine shops across
the State and had faced a loss
of Rs 4,000 crore during the
lockdown period from March
22 to May 5. However, after
Unlock 1 phase, the State
received an income of Rs 1,864
crore in May and Rs 1,955
crore in June in spite a 20 per
cent hike in the liquor price.
People of the State had earlier
preferred consumption of beer
compared to IML (Indian
made foreign liquor) but after

Unlock 1, the sales of beer had
rapidly declined. 

A total of 29.7 lakh beer
cases were sold in August last
year whereas only 16.8 lakh
beer cases were sold this year.
Telangana has a total of 19
liquor depots across the State
from which liquor is distrib-
uted to all the wine shops in the
State. The Nalgonda and
Khammam districts located
near Andhra border witnessed
the highest liquor sales as
liquor in Andhra had limited
sale due to the pandemic.
Wanaparthy district saw a 119
per cent rise in liquor sale while
the Warangal urban saw 96 per
cent growth in liquor sale
compared to last year.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Witnessing a steady increase in
the number of passengers and
air traffic, Hyderabad's Rajiv
Gandhi International Airport
(RGIA) is leading the revival
of the aviation sector in India
post the Covid-induced lock-
down. The daily passenger
footfall at RGIA has gone up
by over six times and the Air
traffic Movement (ATM) by
over five times since the
recommencement of domestic
operations from May 15.

With the central and state
governments relaxing the
quarantine norms under
Unlock 4.0 and Unlock 5.0,
there has been a significant
jump in the passenger footfall,
sources at the airport said. The
RGIA has handled over 1.2
million domestic passengers

from the day of recommence-
ment till September 30. Over
13,500 domestic flights were
handled during the same peri-
od. Sources say the growth rate
of Hyderabad Airport post
recommencement has been
impressive compared to other
airports in the country.

Billed as the world's third
fastest-growing airport in the
category of 15 million passen-
gers in the world, it is one of
the busiest airports in the

country and the best-con-
nected in south and central
India. In the first few weeks
post recommencement of
domestic operations after a
gap of two months, the daily
passenger footfall was 3,000
but the same surged to over
20,000 in September.

Hyderabad Airport has also
seen an uptick in the ATMs
from about 40 daily ATMs in
the first few weeks of the
restart, to over 230 domestic

flights daily. The RGIA
regained its 52 destinations out
of 55 destinations before
Covid, thus restoring about 95
per cent domestic connectiv-
ity till August. The airport was
handling 550 air traffic move-
ments and about 60,000 pas-
sengers daily before the Covid-
induced lockdown came into
effect in March.

With a new domestic desti-
nation - Jagdalpur in
Chhatisgarh from September
21, RGIA is now connected to
53 destinations in the domes-
tic sector. Nagpur, Mangalore,
Kozhidode/Calicut and
Jabalpur are the latest destina-
tions which recommenced in
the last four weeks. Metro
cities like Delhi, Kolkata,
Chennai, Bengaluru and
Mumbai remain the top five
destinations. The top three air-

lines who are serving the
domestic traffic from
Hyderabad International
Airport are IndiGo, SpiceJet
and Air India.

Though all commercial
operations were suspended in
March with the imposition of
lockdown, RGIA continued to
handle evacuation flights
operated by various countries
for their citizens. It subse-
quently handled evacuation
flights under the Vande Bharat
Mission and the Air Transport
Bubble agreements initiated
among various countries.
Under the Air Transport
Bubble arrangement,
Hyderabad International
Airport is now connected with
the United Kingdom, United
Arab Emirates (Dubai, Abu
Dhabi and Sharjah), Qatar
and Bahrain.

Hyd airport leads post-lockdown revival

‘Dharani’, a trendsetter: KCR 
Continued from Page 1

“With this exercise, about
1.45 lakh crore acres of land in
the State now have clear titles.
This was not an easy task, but
one which we had to take up,”
he said.

Developed by the Telangana
State Technical Services (TSTS)
Department, Dharani com-
prises two separate parts for
agricultural lands and non-
agricultural lands.  

Going forward, the revenue
portal was bound to have an
impact across the country since
both the Union and other
State governments would be
under pressure to introduce
similar measures to ensure
transparency in land dealings
and simplify procedures, the
Chief Minister surmised.
“Even before the formal launch
of the portal, during the trial
run in the past three to four
days, officials reported heavy
traffic since thousands of peo-
ple not just from the State but
also from other countries were
accessing Dharani as they were
keen on knowing the function-
ing of the portal and its
uniqueness,” KCR said.  

The portal would facilitate
hassle-free transactions, be it
registration or mutation, and
everything could be done with
minimum human interface.
The entire process should not
take more than 20 minutes, he
pointed out. The Chief
Minister claimed that there was
no scope for fraud in registra-
tion and other matters as the

new revenue system had taken
away discretionary powers of
the officials. 

A state-level control room
would be set up to address
technical issues. Similarly, a
district level technical support
team would resolve issues aris-
ing at the district level.  The
portal is a part of the revamped
revenue system, incluidng the
new Revenue Act that came
into force on September 22.
The state Legislature during its
session last month had passed

four revenue Bills.
The legislation paved the

way for landmark reforms in
the Revenue Department in the
state, mainly by reducing
human interface for land trans-
actions. As part of the reforms,
the government scrapped the
posts of village

revenue officers (VROs) and
village revenue assistants
(VRAs).  The registration
process, which was suspended
on September 8 to facilitate the
transition, will resume on
November 2 when the offices
re-open after Milad-un-Nabi
and weekend holiday.

Dharani faces technical
glitches on Day-1, rectified 
Continued from Page 1

Property buyers and sellers had
also rushed for slot booking to
eventually go ahead with property
registrations.

There was huge traffic for slot
bookings for property registrations
on Day-1 across the state, since
property registrations had been
suspended in Telangana for nearly
two months from September 8 to
enable the launch of Dharani
portal, which is designed to make
all property transactions
completely online.

KCR launched the Dharani portal
at around 12.45 noon. Anxious
property owners, buyers and
sellers rushed to log on to the
portal in no time. The portal failed
to open till 7 pm. With much
difficulty, some users could access
the portal at around 7.30 pm. Even
then there was no relief as initially
none of the links could open as the
portal had crashed. 

Internet users were also anxious
as they could see only 'Agriculture
lands' link on the website and

there were no details about 'non-
agriculture properties'. However,
officials clarified that it may take 10
to 15 days more to upload details
of non-agriculture properties on
the portal.

Upon clicking the agriculture
link, the portal redirected users to
the home page again, causing
anxiety among users. Some
thought they now have to go
round the landing page and drop-
down menus in circles, instead of
going round revenue offices. 

However, by 8.30 pm the portal
started functioning effectively.

Upon clicking the agriculture link
on the main page, users found
four sub links: slot booking for
citizens, land details search,
prohibited lands, encumbrance
details, view market value of lands
for stamp duty. All these links
opened faster and delivered details
by 8.30 pm bringing respite to
users. Chief Secretary Somesh
Kumar said that the property
registrations would resume from
November 2 across the state
through Dharani portal.

TS can lead
nation
Continued from Page 1

Pointing out that the State
government had taken up
various innovative measures to
address problems and issues
faced by Telangana
immediately after achieving
statehood in 2004, CM said he
always disagreed with people
who described Telangana as a
backward region. “No, it is not
a backward region. It has all
the potential to lead the
country on all fronts and we
have proved this post State
formation,” he said, adding
that the per capita income in
the State had more than
doubled from Rs 63,000 in
2011-12 to Rs 2.28 lakh now,
indicating progress and
prosperity.

Continued from Page 1

The HC order concerned
students of Telangana Open
School Society (TOSS) and
those who were to write the
Intermediate Public Advanced
Supplementary Examinations,
but were instead promoted
with 35%.  Apart from those
who secured 45% marks, the
orders relaxing criteria will
apply to students who have
passed Intermediate examina-
tion and those who could not
take the examination, but were
awarded 35% marks.

This year, the state govern-
ment promoted several stu-
dents without conducting the
exams and they were awarded
minimum marks. Thus, many
students who qualified in the
EAMCET could not get the
ranks as they failed to meet the
eligibility criteria of 45 per cent
marks in Intermediate.

As per rules, TS EAMCET
candidates should obtain at
least 45 per cent marks (40 per
cent in case of candidates
belonging to reserved catego-
ry) in the subjects specified
taken together at 10+2 pattern,
except for B Pharmacy course.

This is a one-time measure
in the wake of the ongoing
pandemic situation. 

“The government, after
careful examination of the
matter and in view of the
extraordinary circumstances

prevailing due to the Covid-19
pandemic in the State, has
decided that sub-clause (ii) of
Clause-2 as contemplated
under the TS EAMCET-2020
Exams notification shall not
apply in respect of those stu-
dents who passed 10+2 exam-
ination and who qualified for
TS EAMCET 2020 and also
decided that to direct the TS
EAMCET 2020 authorities to
permit such students to appear
for the counselling in respect
of TS EAMCET (Admissions)
-2020, without insisting the
eligibility criteria for qualify-
ing examination marks. This
order applies only for this
year i.e. 2020-2021 as a special
case and shall not be made as
precedent in future, and shall
not be applied from 2021-
2022,” the order read.

EAMCET
eligibility criteria...

Admission
schedule revised
Continued from Page 1

The certificate verification for
students will be done on
November 1. The students will
be provided provisional seats
by November 4. The
candidates can pay the tuition
fees and self report through
website to alloted college
between November 4 and 7.

Continued from Page 1

According to an official,
“Even though cases have
reduced, don’t live in an illu-
sion that virus has gone away.
If  Covid-19 norms are
neglected, the disease will
spread again. The next 2-3
months are crucial. People
need to continue to co-oper-
ate to stop the spread of not
only Covid-19 but also sea-
sonal diseases”.

If people have any symp-
toms like cold, cough and
fever, people should get
Covid-19 test done immedi-
ately, officials advised. An
official said, “Due to festivals
and holidays, tests were
reduced. But moving for-

ward, the number of tests
have to be increased every
day. Apart from Covid-19
person, the primary and sec-
ondary contacts have to be
identified and tests conduct-
ed. If needed, the testing cen-
ters will have to be increased”.

Every year, this season is
peak for dengue, malaria,
swine flu and other diseases.
But this year these seasonal
diseases have reduced by 40-
50 per cent, officials added.
“Even Covid-19 has been
reduced over the last 30 days.
We could control coronavirus
with stringent measures by
government and people’s sup-
port. Coronavirus has not
gone away completely”, offi-
cials said.

Continued from Page 1

The NGT gave its order
based on the report submit-
ted by the Union Ministry
that the scheme does not have
any approval from the Centre
and that the state had not
submitted its DPR to the
ministry till now.

The NGT bench compris-
ing Justice Ramakrishnan
and irrigation expert Sibal
Das Gupta brushed aside the
argument of the state govern-
ment that the scheme was not
a new project but only part of
the Telugu Ganga project
and there is no additional
ayacut involved.

TS reports
1,504 new
cases, 5 deaths
PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana has reported 1,504
fresh Covid-19 cases, as the
Health Department cau-
tioned people against the
second wave of the pandem-
ic. The state's Covid tally on
Thursday mounted to
2,35,656 while five more
deaths during the last 24
hours have pushed the toll to
1,324, health officials said.
The fatality rate remains
unchanged at 0.56 per cent
against the national average
of 1.5 per cent. According to
officials 44.96 per cent of the
deaths were due to Covid
while 55.04 per cent of deaths
were due to comorbidities.

During the last 24 hours
that ended at 8 pm on
Wednesday, 1,436 people
have recovered from the
virus, taking the total num-
ber of recoveries to 2,16,353.
The recovery rate jumped to
91.80 per cent against the
national average of 90.9 per
cent. The state now has
17,979 active cases, of which
14,938 are in home or insti-
tutional isolation. After a
drop for last few days, the
number of cases surged again
in Greater Hyderabad and
other districts. Greater
Hyderabad reported 288
cases. Meanwhile, officials
have warned the people
against second wave of
Covid-19 in the state. 

AP slashes
liquor prices,
cites...

Kavitha takes
oath as MLC 

Isn’t Google violating users’
rights by ‘controlling’...
Continued from Page 1

According to sources, some
panel members asked them the
search engine is "controlling
the choices of your users, isn't
it violation of fundamental
rights?"

During the meeting, MPs
cutting across party lines asked
how can Google be a "neutral
platform" when it is engaged in
both advertising and content,
and how is it possible that it
does not give "preferential
treatment" to some advertisers
in search results, sources said.

Some members also posed
questions whether data being

processed and stored in the
country of origin or some-
where outside, sources said.

Noting that Google has a
wider presence and available
on different forms on the web,
some members said it "has the
power to affect the choices of
its users" and that needs to be
checked.

The members stressed that
regulations are required for
the safety and processing of
data, according to sources.

A few MPs also posed
queries about Google's link-
ages with public relations and
image makeover agencies for
positive public profiling of

individuals on the web by
suppressing critical content
against them, sources said.

Besides Google, represen-
tatives of Facebook, Twitter,
Amazon and Paytm have
deposed before the panel.

Representatives of telecom
operators Reliance Jio and
Airtel and cab aggregators Ola
and Uber have been asked to
appear before it.

The Personal Data
Protection Bill was intro-
duced in Lok Sabha by
Minister of Electronics and
Information Technology Ravi
Shankar Prasad on December
11, 2019. 

‘Chilling’ news of CovidTN govt takes
executive...

NGT halts
AP’s RLIP
project
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T
elangana Governor Dr
Tamilisai Soundararajan
and Chief Minister K

Chandrashekar Rao on
Thursday extended greetings
to the people of state on the
auspicious occasion of Eid
Milad-un-Nabi, the birthday of
Prophet Muhammad, on
Friday. Dr Tamilisai said teachings of compassion, tolerance, unity and
universal brotherhood may continue to inspire us all in working and for
the well-being of all. May there be peace and prosperity all around, She
said. The Governor said the most venerable Prophet's mission is
fulfilled when we serve our fellowmen with faith, trust, care, kindness
and compassion. On this occasion, let us all resolve to promote unity,
harmony, peace, universal brotherhood and prosperity in the society. I
wish all to celebrate the Milad-un-Nabi in true spirit, in a safe manner
by adhering to the Covid-19 preventive norms, Dr Tamilisai added.

S
ynchrony, a
premier consumer
financial services

company, has signed a
Memorandum of
Agreement (MoA) with
the UoH to help fund
India's first blockchain
project for providing
financial services to
farmers in need throughout the country. Farmers in India can face
challenges in accessing funds due to factors such as income
uncertainty and problems with monitoring asset utilisation in remote
villages. This blockchain project can bring all the parties together –
from farmers to financing experts in the supply chain together to
simplify the exchange of information and payments, Synchrony said.
This public-private partnership is a three-year partnership including a
grant from Synchrony to the university for the project which will focus
on leveraging the blockchain technology to help lenders provide
financial assistance to farmers with no collateral and fixed assets. The
project aims to make changes in the Agri financing sector in India by
introducing disruptive technology to help with financial resiliency.

Guv, KCR extends greetings 
on the eve of Milad-un-Nabi

Synchrony signs MoA with 
UoH for blockchain project 

T
eaching doctors are
agitated over delay in
rolling out PRC

changes and arrears despite
approval from Telangana
cabinet. The doctors allege
that there is a difference in
understanding between the
health department and
finance department about the pay matrix. Doctors alleged that even
though the PRC GO was issued in September, Finance department
didn’t understand the pay matrix of doctors and sent back the file.
Doctors asked “When Chief Minister K Chandrashekar Rao and cabinet
approved the pay matrix of doctors sent by our department, what is
stopping the government from going ahead with PRC and releasing
arrears?” Doctors point that PRC GO without arrears and pay matrix is
eyewash to the teaching doctors  Senior doctors in Telangana held a
meeting about the inordinate delay in implementation of UGC revised
pay scales of 2016 on Thursday at Osmania University.

Teaching doctors agitate over 
delay in PRC changes, arrears

CITY LIGHTS

V
igilance Awareness Week is
being observed across the
Nation every year during the

week in which the birthday of
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel (31st
October) falls. Accordingly,
“Vigilance Awareness Week -
2020”is being observed from
27th October to 2nd November,
2020 with a theme of Vigilant India, Prosperous India (Satark Bharat,
Samriddh Bharat).  As a part of it, South Central Railway Vigilance
Department is organising several awareness campaigns and
programmes. Due to the current pandemic situation prevailing over the
country to avoid mass gathering and to comply the ICMR protocol
guidelines, for the first time an innovative Virtual Meet has been
organised by the Vigilance Department of South Central Railway for two
days i.e., on October 28 and 29.  

SCR holds meetings as a part 
of Vigilance Awareness Week 

NAMRATA SRIVASTAVA 
n HYDERABAD

.Many students are suffering as
their notes and books have
been spoilt in the floods. With
exams final exams of last
semester coming closer and no
notes or text books, students
fear if they will be able to clear
the exams this year.

S Chandu, a III year
mechanical engineering stu-
dent if JNTU Hyderabad,
whose house was affected in
the floods, shares that his
father won't be able to buy him
another set of books now. "The
pandemic took a financial toll
on my family, so asking for new
books from them would be a
burden. During the floods all
the notes I had prepared for
this and last academic year
have been spoilt. I have no text
books left either. When I called
my faculty, they said they can't
help me. 

The final exams of last
semester exams are coming in
November. We have mid-term
exams for this semester in

December as well. I am not
sure what to do. I have asked
my friend s for help, but I am
not sure how many marks I can
score now."

Not just in Hyderabad, stu-
dents across state are worried
taking the same issue. 

G Prudhvi, a IV year student

from Khammam has the same
story. "I lost all my books, notes
and even the revision notes. I
called up my college, but they
said I can't access the library at
the moment. When I request-
ed teachers agreed to help me
with certain topics. Most of my
friends are also facing the

same issue." Balmoori Venkat,
State President of NSUI, shares,
"We have been asking the gov-
ernment to postpone exams.
Even if one student is affected
due to the rains it's unfair to
conduct the exams. I hope
they would listen to us at least
once."

PNS n HYDERABAD

In order to ensure that all the
waterlogged colonies return to
normalcy due to recent floods
in view of heavy rains in the
city, a special sanitation drive
was started in the highly affect-
ed 235 colonies under GHMC
limits, on a mission mode
approach, by hiring addition-
al vehicles and manpower. 

While 242 vehicles were
already existing in the GHMC,
an additional 495 vehicles were
engaged and a total of 737
vehicles, with 177 JCBs, 26
bobcats, 258 tippers, 96 six
tonners, 126 ten tonners and
44 tractors are working round
the clock along with 334
pumps for de-watering and de-
sledging operations at a record
pace, GHMC officials said on
Thursday. 

Around 1008 men of mon-
soon emergency teams and an
additional 1522 men were
hired solely for the purpose of
special sanitation. 

The existing 23,000 sanita-
tion and entomology workers,
engaged additional teams of

2530 workers and are carrying
out special sanitation activities. 

Additionally around Rs 5.51
crore was spent on special
sanitation drive so far, and
another 5 to 6 crore would be
spent in the next 10 days for
focused intensive sanitation
drive at all the highly effected
localities. The quantity of waste
received at Jawaharnagar

MSW plant, Jeedimetla and
Fathullaguda C&D plants have
increased considerably and
the total waste collected dur-
ing the drive was in between
8000 to 10,000 metric tons
daily. Around 18,000 metric
tons of waste was additional-
ly collected during special san-
itation drive apart from regu-
lar waste.

Special sanitation drive to ensure
flood-hit areas return to normalcy

HMWSSB draws plans to protect
pipelines from calamities in future
PNS n HYDERABAD

The flash floods in October
have damaged drinking water
and sewerage pipelines to the
tune of Rs 2 crore. HMWSSB
begins redesigning the
pipelines damaged due to
floods. The height of pipelines
of Machirevula, Kismatpur
and Golden Heights running
parallel to Musi River is being
raised to the bridge level.
Gopannapalli, Nanakramguda
STP inlet sewage mains were
submerged in water. HMWSSB
is taking up special measures
to prevent them from sinking
in the future. They also take
precautionary measures to pre-
vent flood water from entering
the pump houses in the hinter-
land.

HMWSSB MD Dana
Kishore said that in case of
similar disasters in the future,
the water board will take var-
ious preventive measures to
prevent any problems to the
fresh water pipelines.

The drinking water pipeline
on Warangal Highway at
Peerzadiguda was damaged
due to the floods and repairs
were taken up. The main
pipeline of the Krishna ring

main at Chandrayangutta near
Gurram Cheruvu was
destroyed and immediate steps
were taken to restore the fresh
water supply. 

Trunk distribution mains
at Kismat Pura, pipelines at
Golden Heights were washed
away. Winding was damaged
due to infiltration of water into
pump houses at 12 places
including Jagadgirigutta, Vani
Chemical, Sainikpuri,
Chilakalguda. These were
repaired and pumping
restored. Damaged transform-

ers at pump houses were
repaired and power supply
restored.

Water board took up repairs
of water supply valve chambers
and sewage manholes in vari-
ous areas.

Waterboard has taken spe-
cial measures to restore nor-
malcy in the flood-hit areas
under the direction of
Municipal Minister KTR for
those who are facing difficul-
ties in getting good water sup-
ply in many areas due to heavy
rains in Hyderabad city.

‘Need efficient water
channels in GHMC’
PNS n HYDERABAD

The water which has settled in
various places in the city does-
n't have an escape route.
Several houses are partially
submerged due to that. Not
only are city-dwellers facing
damage to their properties, but
also they are exposed to sev-
eral diseases due to the stag-
nant water. 

The city planners and envi-
ronmental experts suggest that
it's high the government paid
attention towards re-designing
certain parts of the city and
giving more importance to
water infrastructure.

Subba Rao, a senior envi-
ronmental expert from the
city, shares that the state gov-
ernment can't call the infra-
structural growth as develop-
ment if the drainage of the city
is not working properly. He
says, "To understand
Hyderabad, we first need to
know that all the lakes of the
city are more or less connect-
ed. The over-flowing water has

to reach Krishna river and
everything between that will
get damaged or destroyed. As
someone who has extensively
worked on this city, I have to
say that the system is already
in place. We need to make use
of it."

One of the former chief city
planners of Hyderabad, who
wishes to stay anonymous,
shares that the city needs bet-
ter storm water management
as well as the residential areas
should be allocated wisely.
"Part of the problem is that
people make their huts near
the water spaces, and then that
becomes a slum area, covering
the escape route. Several peo-
ple buy houses that are built
near lakes because they have
to pay lesser. And these are the
houses that are most affected.
The government has to be
strict with these people and
not let the land from where the
water flows be obstructed. Or
else we will witness many
such cases in the future as
well," he shares.

People resort to odd jobs to support family
PNS n HYDERABAD

Since the lockdown was anno-
unced several people in organised
and unorganised sectors lost their
source of income in the city. 

Many people had to do odd jobs
to feed their families. An IT pro-
fessional from the city, who wish
to remain anonymous shares, "I
was informed one day at work that
I have been laid off. My company
didn't even give me proper notice.
I have several financial commit-
ments and a family to take care off.
Hence, finding no other jobs, I
started to deliver groceries at peo-
ple's home. Initially, it was difficult
for me to do such jobs because I am
not used to it, but later I was alright
with it."

Several teachers too were asked
to leave the jobs since the schools
weren't open. The story of Md

Shafi, is of a highly qualified
teacher, who is forced to work at a
small shop. 

"I am a MA, B.Ed in Urdu. I live
in Shamshabad and started my
career as a temporary Urdu teacher

in a government school. Then I
shift to a private school in the local-
ity and even did some social ser-
vice by teaching under privileged
kids. However, soon after lock-
down I lost my job. I thought it was

just for a while, but the lockdown
extended and we survived off my
savings. I have two kids, so I had
to work. I tried finding jobs but
couldn't. I didn't have enough
saving to start some business too.
So I joined a small, road-side
vehicle battery store as help. I know
I can do better, but where are the
opportunities," the teacher asks. 

Many drivers, who were the solo
bread winners of their families, also
had start small road side shops to
earn. K Satish Kumar, who used to
drive a school van, shares, 

"The vehicle tax I paid quarter-
ly is only Rs 350 - that is my fam-
ily's two time meal today. I have
started selling sanitisers on road-
side. Initially the business fared
well, but now even that isn't getting
me anything. I am not sure what
to do next. I have two kids at home,
so I have to somehow earn."

PNS n HYDERABAD

As many as seven LPG-run
crematoria are all set to
become functional within a
week at Serilingampalli,
Kukatpally, LB Nagar and
Secunderabad zones of the
GHMC as their trial run was
successful.

To test the performance of
the crematoria, a trial run
was conducted by GHMC
engineers on October 24 by
placing wood in the shape of
corpses. The wood was
reduced to ashes within one
hour and twenty five minutes. 

The machine consumes
more time to burn bodies ini-
tially. Later, it would require
only 45 to 60 minutes to burn
a body completely.  These

would become functional offi-
cially within a week, while
another three crematoria are
in an experimental stage, the
GHMC engineers said. 

When the GHMC faced
difficulty in disposing of bod-
ies at the height of Covid
pandemic, the GHMC
planned acquisition of 12 cre-
matoria but succeeded in get-
ting only 10.

DEE arrested
for accepting
bribe of Rs 4K
PNS n HYDERABAD

The ACB officials caught B
Ramu, Deputy Executive
Engineer (DEE) of the Rural
Water Supply (RWS) depart-
ment, Narsampet, red-hand-
ed while accepting a bribe of
Rs 4,000 from a contractor at
his office in Narsampet in the
district on Thursday.

Ramu had demanded Rs
24,000 bribe for the clearance
of bills worth Rs 20 lakhs
from the contractor, Rajako-
muraiah in Khanapuram
mandal. Following this, the
contractor approached the
ACB officials and they laid a
trap and caught him. He will
be produced before an ACB
court in Hyderabad.

32-yr-old woman
surrenders to
cops after killing
her son-in-law
PNS n HYDERABAD

A 32-year-old man was killed
at his house here on Thursday
by his mother-in-law, with
whom he was having an ille-
gal relationship, police said.

The 38-year-old woman
allegedly attacked her son-in-
law with a knife while he was
sleeping following which he
died on the spot.

She later surrendered at the
Uppal police station and vol-
untarily admitted to the
killing, they said.

According to police, the
woman had three children
from her husband, who sub-
sequently left her.

Police said she developed
an illegal relationship with
the man and with an inten-
tion to continue it, she solem-
nised her elder daughters
marriage with him in
November 2019.

However, on knowing
about their affair, the woman’s
19- year-old daughter asked
her to move out, but she was
threatened by both of them.

This upset her and she
allegedly took her own life,
police said.In that case, the
woman and her son-in-law
were arrested on charges of
abetment to suicide and sent
to jail. They later secured bail.

The man again met the
woman and brought her to
his house but started beating
and blaming her for his situ-
ation and unable to bear the
harassment, she killed him,
police added.

LPG crematoria to become
functional from next week 

6 arrested for
trying to sell
leopard skin
PNS n MANCHERIAL

In a joint operation, sleuths of
Task Force, Special Branch
and Devapur police arrested
six persons for allegedly try-
ing to sell leopard skin at
Gunduguda village in Kasipet
mandal on Thursday. The
accused were identified as
Gopathi Vamshi, Sikram
Gangu, Jupaka Durga Prasad,
Shaik Jameel, Wajid Khan
and Avula Sai Krishna.

Gangu admitted that he
contacted his friends Gopati
Vamashi who in turn
approached his cousin Murali
for disposing the skin of the
carnivore which was report-
edly poached by Shankar in
the forests of Mangi, a fort-
night back. He confessed that
Shankar then handed over it
to him and Gangu.

The six revealed that
Murali deployed his friends
for checking the quality of the
skin and whether it was with
Gangu. Accordingly, Gangu,
Vamshi, Prasad, Wajid, Jamil
and Sai Krishna were
detained when they were on
their way to see the skin hid-
den in the forests.

Online human trafficking
racket busted, 4 rescued
PNS n HYDERABAD

The Rachakonda Police busted an online
human trafficking racket and arrested three
persons, including two women organisers, and
rescued four victims. Acting on information,
the police team laid a trap and caught Sana
Khan alias Susheela (35) of Chandrayangutta,
Qamarunnisa (45) alias Maya of Mustafa
Nagar in Falaknuma and Mohd Parvez alias
Parwez (32) of Achireddy Nagar, Jahanuma.

Rachakonda Police Commissioner Mahesh
M Bhagwat said Sana Khan created a Facebook
account and enticed customers.

Students tense with sodden
books before exams
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MARK OOF RRESPECT

Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao garlanding the statue of Veera Reddy
at Moodu Chintalapalli Village in Medchel-Malkajgiri district on Thursday

PNS n HYDERABAD

The fast-track courts set up in
state to try cases of atrocities on
women and children have been
rendering justice to the victims
delivering verdict speedily with
officials submitting pucca evi-
dence to the courts. 

On Wednesday, a court in
Warangal district sentenced a
man to death for killing nine
migrant workers by throwing
them into a well after mixing
sedatives in their food. The
court verdict came five months
after the shocking incident as
First Additional District Court
magistrate found 24-year-old
Sanjay Kumar Yadav guilty of
the gruesome killings and sen-
tenced him to death.

The police investigations
had revealed that to hide the
murder of a woman with
whom the Bihar man, had a
live-in relationship, Sanjay
Yadav committed nine more
murders by throwing the vic-
tims into a well at Gorrekunta
village near Warangal town
on May 20. 

In the sensational rape of

Abhaya in IT corridor in 2013
by cab drivers, a fast-track
court was constituted to try the
case. Since then constitution of

the fast-track courts had begun
in the state. The verdict in the
rape case was delivered in 209
days. Two youth were sen-

tenced to undergo 20 years of
jail term each.  Of late, the fast-
track courts have been deliver-
ing verdicts one after the other. 

On the night of June 19,
2019, a nine-month-old baby
sleeping by the side of her
mother was kidnapped, sexu-
ally assaulted and killed by
strangulation. The Warangal
Police Commissionerate took
investigation of the case seri-
ously and investigated the case
and filed charge sheet in court
in 20 days. Thirty witnesses tes-

tified before the fast-track
court. The accused, Pravin,
28, was handed down punish-
ment in 48 days. He was award-
ed capital punishment. Upon
appealing to the High Court
against the judgment, the HC
converted the capital punish-
ment to life term. 

On November 24 last year, a
woman who goes from village
to village to sell balloons was
gang raped by three persons -
Shaik Babu, Sahik Shabuddin,
Shaik Maqdoom - and later
murdered her by slitting her
throat. The police arrested the
culprits within 19 days and
charge-sheeted the case in a
court facilitating fast trial in the
case. The trio was sentenced to
death in a 66-day trial. A lift-
mechanic turned psychopath
killer Srinivasa Reddy raped
three students of Hajipur vil-
lage and disposed of their bod-
ies in a roadside and disused
well. The fast-track court tried
the case in 42 days. Srinivasa
Reddy was handed down death
sentence on January 27 this
year. 

Fast-track ‘justice' in hour of grief

On Wednesday, a court in 
Warangal district sentenced a man 
to death for killing nine migrant
workers by throwing them into a 
well after mixing sedatives in their
food

PNS n HYDERABAD

After throwing open zoo park
and urban natural forests in
and around the city four weeks
ago, the Forest Department
now has decided to allow jun-
gle safari in Amrabad tiger
sanctuary in Nallamala forest
area and Kawal tiger sanctuary
in Adilabad district from
November 1. 

With the retreat of mon-
soons, relaxation of Covid-19
restrictions, the Forest
Department is providing an

opportunity to tourists to expe-
rience nature. Because of the
pandemonium, the officials

prohibited tourists visiting
Nallamala forest area since
seven months. As part of the

Centre's unlock procedure of
the lockdown, several tourist
places have been thrown open
for tourists. The Centre opened

zoo parks and urban natural
forests for tourists four weeks
ago. Similarly, the Forest
Department is allowing tourists
visit the reserve forests.
Therefore, the tiger safari will
resume in Amrabad and
Kawwal from Sunday onwards.

The Forest Department has
decided to collect Rs 50 from
each vehicle travelling to
Umamaheswaram and
Maddimadugu temples in
Nagarkurnool district and sent
proposals to the state govern-
ment in this regard.  

Tiger safari for tourists from November 1 

PNS n WARANGAL

Minister for Panchayat Raj
Errabelli Dayakar Rao on
Thursday formally launched
the cotton purchasing at the
Enumamula agriculture mar-
ket yard. 

Speaking on the occasion,
the Minister said, "Cotton pro-
curement centers were set up
at 22 notified ginning mills in
the combined Warangal and
the CCI has begun the pro-
curement today," and added
that the cotton was grown in
an area of 7,58,560 acres in the
combined Warangal district
and they were expecting
6,25,285 tonnes of cotton
arrivals. Stating that cotton is
grown in an area of 82,842
acres in Warangal Urban dis-
trict with a yield of 79,114 met-
ric tons of cotton, the Minister
said that the CCI had raised
procurement centres in the
Urban district from 18 to 28

this year. He said that there are
a total of 30 ginning mills in
Warangal. "Besides cotton,
grain, turmeric, chilli and
green gram will also be pur-
chased at the Enumamula
market that has a storage
capacity of 19 lakh metric
tonnes," he said and added that
there were 24 cold storages
with a storage capacity of
24,45,000 bags under Warangal
market limits. He further said
that the farmers had already

stocked 22,37,765 bags of farm
produce in the cold storages
this year. He also urged the
farmers to bring cotton adher-
ing to the norms of the CCI
standards, and added that the
moisture content of the cotton
should be below 12 percent.

Reiterating that the govern-
ment is committed to buy the
last bag from the farmers, the
Minister directed the author-
ities to work in coordination to
make the process hassle free. 

Cotton procurement begins

PNS n HYDERABAD

Chief Minister K Chandras
hekhar Rao will inaugurate
Rythu Vedika at Kodakandla
Mandal head quarters in
Jangaon district on October
31. The Chief Minister will
visit Village Natural Forest in
the vicinity of the Rythu
Vedika. He will address the
farmers and general public.
The Chief Minister will
explain the reasons behind
setting up of the Rythu
Vedika, their importance,
programmes and utilities. 

Rythu Bandhu district,
Mandal and Village
Committees in the erstwhile
Warangal district are invited
for the programme.
Agriculture Minister S
Niranjan Reddy, Ministers
from the erstwhile Warangal
district Dayakar Rao,
Satyavathi Rathod, Rythu
Bandhu state President Palla
Rajeshwar Reddy, MPs,
MLAs, and MLCs from the
combined Warangal district
will participate.

KCR to
inaugurate Rythu
Vedika tomorrow

PNS n HYDERABAD

Telanganga BJP leaders Nallu
Indrasena Reddy, former MP
AP Jithender Reddy on
Thursday met Dubbak central
observer (law and order) Saroj
Kumar Thakur at Mission
Bhagiratha Guest House. The
BJP leaders submitted a mem-
orandum to the special officer
regarding the recent incidents
in Dubbak. 

Speaking to the media,
Indrasena Reddy alleged that
the police are arresting BJP
activists in the name of
bind over cases. They
urged the special
officer to beef up
security on the
polling day as there
is a scope that the
ruling party may
indulge in malprac-
tices.  “The ruling party
wantedly attacked Telangana
BJP chief Bandi Sanjay Kumar
and conducted raids in the
houses of BJP candidate M
Raghunandan Rao's relatives

house, he alleged. Taking pot-
shots at KTR, he said that the

Chief Minister is criti-
cizing PM as he

wished.  Jithender
Reddy alleged that
the Telangana
police are harass-
ing BJP activists

for the last one
week. The police

turned as sycophants of
the ruling TRS. On the other
hand, special officer Takur
urged all political parties to
extend their cooperation to
conduct elections peacefully.

BJP decries 
‘political vendetta’

PNS n HYDERABAD

Congress MP from Bongir
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy
on Thursday addressed a let-
ter to Central Election
Commissioner
requesting to
send central
forces to
c o n d u c t
elections in
Dubbak. 

The MP, in
his letter, alleged that TRS
and BJP are trying to win
election on wrong path.
"Finance Minister T Harish
Rao is misusing his powers
and threatening local oppo-
sition party leaders.The
police found cash in BJP
candidate M Raghunandan
Rao's relatives house," he
allege in the letter. 

The Congress MP
demanded the Election
Commission to initiate action
against the leaders violating
election code of conduct. He
asked the EC to appoint cen-
tral observer to each mandal
of Dubbak constituency. 

PNS n HYDERABAD

Minister for Civil Supplies
Gangula Kamalakar has
sought cooperation of the
Civil Supplies Corporation
chairman Mareddy Srinivas
Reddy, rice millers association
president and secretary and
district level rice millers' asso-
ciation leaders to ensure that
the paddy procurement during
the current Vanakalam would
be smooth and without any
hiccups. 

He held a review meeting
with Civil Supplies Corpora
tion Chairman Mareddy
Srinivas Reddy and Rice
Millers' association president
and secretary and district level
rice millers' association leaders
over the paddy procurement.

In a release here on Thursday,
the Minster said that it was
decided to procure 75 lakh
tonnes of paddy through 6,467
paddy procurement centers. 

So far, 16,702 tonnes of
pady worth Rs 3.15 crore was
procured through 1,071 pro-
curement centers.  He said that
district level officials have
been given directions to open
procurement centers in dis-
tricts depending on the needs.
He appealed to farmers to
bring paddy as per the speci-
fication standards prescribed
by the center for procure-
ment. He told the rice millers
that the state government is
ready to solve the problems of
the millers and offered to take
their problems to the notice of
the CM for resolution.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana BJP Chief Bandi
Sanjay Kumar on Thursday
launched a scathing attack on
Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao and
termed the latter as 'passport
broker'. "KCR earned crores of
rupees by deceiving the unem-
ployed youth. KCR is deceiv-
ing BCs," he alleged. "The
Chief Minister didn't even
utter a word on Kondagattu

bus accident. KCR slept in
farmhouse when the
Hyderabad city was battling
floods," he alleged.  While par-
ticipating in election cam-
paign, Bandi Sanjay exuded
confidence that BJP will hoist
its flag in Dubbak. Dubbak
BJP candidate M
Raghunandan Rao called
upon the people to give a befit-
ting reply to the TRS and
Finance Minister T Harish
Rao.

BJP will win big in
Dubbak: Bandi

Send central
forces to
Dubbak: Cong

Govt to procure 75L
tonnes of paddy

PNS n HYDERABAD

Union Minister V
Muraleedharan on Thursday
said passport application process
has become much more user
friendly due to efforts made by
the ministry, and expressed
hope that work would resume in
full swing and reach pre-Covid-
19 level in due course as the
economy reopens. The Minister
of State for External Affairs was
speaking after virtually inaugu-
rating the renovated premises of
Regional Passport Office,
Hyderabad, which will house
MEA's second integrated com-
plex, after Mumbai.

The renovated RPO
Hyderabad premises will be an
integrated facility. He said even
during the lockdown period, the

passport offices were working to
bring down the passport pen-
dency. "Now international trav-
el is gradually picking up despite
the ongoing restrictions.MEA
has taken a decision to resume
passport operations throughout
the country. We are closely
working with the Department of
Posts to reopen all post office
passport sevakendras,"
Muraleedharan said.

On the integrated complex,
he said MEA offices located in
Hyderabad including the MEA's
Branch Secretariat, the Protector
of Emigrants office and the
Indian Council for Cultural
Relations Regional Office will be
shifted to this facility. As a
result all MEA related services,
whether it is passport or immi-
gration services, will be available
under a single roof within the
premises of RPO Hyderabad, he
said. “This makes Hyderabad
the only second cityin India
after Mumbai to have an inte-
grated MEA complex. Today's
inauguration of the renovated
premises of the Regional
Passport Office Hyderabad is
a milestone in the operation of
RPO Hyderabad,”
Muraleedharan said. 

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday asked the Bombay
High Court to expeditiously
consider hearing the plea filed
by the wife of Telugu poet and
writer Varavara Rao, arrested
in connection with the
Koregaon Bhima case, seeking
bail for him. Taking note of the
fact that the bail application
has not been heard by the
High Court since September
17, the top court said Rao's
medical condition demands
attention of a particular char-
acter and time.

A bench of Justices U U
Lalit, Vineet Saran and S
Ravindra Bhat said the matter
raises questions regarding the
prisoner's human rights.
During the hearing, senior

advocate Indira Jaising,
appearing for Rao's wife
Pendyala Hemalatha, said he
has been suffering from vari-
ous health problems which
have affected his capacity to
make decisions and mental
comprehension.

The bench told Jaising the
medical report filed in the
matter was of the month of
July, and asked when the bail
application was last heard by
the Bombay High Court.

Forest Dept has

decided to collect

Rs 50 from each

vehicle travelling to

Umamaheswaram

and Maddimadugu

temples

PNS n NIRMAL

Forest and Environment
Minister Allola Indrakaran
Reddy said the launch of
Dharani was a new chapter in
the management of lands in
the State. He opined that the
portal would play a vital role
in protecting assets and that
it heralded a new phase for
the government to render
transparent services to the
public and prevent them
from being fleeced by mid-
dlemen. He further said the
TRS-led government
embarked on a revolutionary
system to simplify land trans-
actions and to put an end to
the saga of challenges of the
agrarian community in reg-
istering their assets, carrying
out mutations and receiving
passbooks.

Expeditiously consider
Varavara Rao's bail plea: SC 

PNS n BHUPALPALLY

With a view to protect the
tigers, mainly in the forests of
Jayashankar Bhupalpally,
Mulugu and Peddapalli dis-
tricts, the authorities of the
Maharashtra, Chattisgarh and
Telangana States have resolved
to work in tandem to protect
the forests by preventing tim-
ber smuggling and poaching in
the forests of Godavari basin.

An 'Interstate coordination
meeting on forest and forest
and wildlife protection' was
conducted at  Chelpur Genco
Office in the district on
Thursday. Addressing the meet-
ing, Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests (PCCF)

R Shobha said that the contin-
uous surveillance would be
possible to protect forest habi-
tats through mutual coordina-
tion, regular meetings and shar-
ing views between bordering
states and bringing awareness
among forest officials.

Inspector General (IG) of the
National Tiger Conservation
Organization (NTCA), NS

Murali lauded Telangana State's
initiatives for forest conserva-
tion, and assured to see that
more funds would be allocated
for the conservation of tigers in
Telangana.  He said that there
was a very much possibility of
development of forests as the
tiger movement was spotted in
Mulugu, Bhupalpally and
Peddapalli districts recently.

More funds for conservation
of tigers in Telangana

MEA-related services under
single roof: Union Minister

PNS n HYDERABAD

Central Water Commission
(CWC) officials on Thursday
closed the 14 Babli project
gates in the presence of irriga-
tion officials from Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh and
Maharashtra. The Supreme
Court had ordered that every
year the Babli project gates
should be lifted on July 1 and
closed on October 29 to facil-
itate flow of Godavari water
into Sri Ram Sagar Project.

This monsoon, a total of
356.23 TMC of Godavari

water flowed into SRSP in the
last five months. The project
released 225.76 TMC's of
excess water downstream into
the river Godavari. The SRSP
now has 90.313 TMC of water
and was receiving inflows of
9,984 cusecs. 

PNS n KHAMMAM

The launch of Dharani portal
unveiled a new era in land
administration in the State,
Transport Minister P Ajay
Kumar said on Thursday.

He along with elected mem-
bers and officials watched the
launch of Dharani portal by
Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao and
addressed a public meeting at
Raghunathapalem in the dis-
trict on Thursday.

Speaking on the occasion,

the Minister said that Dharani
portal, the brainchild of the
Chief Minister, was aimed at
eliminating corruption and
ensuring transparency in the
transactions related to land
purchases, mutations and
other processes.

Very soon the registration
of non-agriculture assets
would also be made available
on Dharani portal, which
coupled with the new
Revenue Act could simplify
the entire system of revenue
and land administration, Ajay
Kumar noted. The minister

later visited
Raghunathapalem tahsildar
office and checked the func-
tioning Dharani portal. The
District Collector RV Karnan
informed that the tahsildars
offices would be considered
joint sub-registrar offices and
all arrangements were in place
for offering the services.

Zilla Parishad Chairman
Lingala Kamalraj speaking to
the presspersons at Madhira
felt that Dharani portal would
bring about revolutionary
change in land administra-
tion. 

Babli gates closed

‘New chapter
in land
management’

Dharani will end graft: Minister

Telangana police
are harassing
BJP activists for
the last one
week, alleged
former MP AP
Jithender Reddy
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A
Mumbai court on Thursday granted
bail to Fakt Marathi channel owner
Shirish Pattanshetty, who was

arrested in the alleged fake TRP scam.
Additional sessions judge P R Sitre
granted bail to Pattanshetty on a surety of
Rs 50,000, his lawyer Aniket Nikam said.
Nikam earlier argued in the court that his
client had not done any rigging of the
Television Rating Points nor there
was a rise in the TRP of the Fakth Marathi
channel.The revenue of the channel had also not increased during the
relevant period, he said, alleging that this was a "witch-hunt". He
further submitted that during the custodial interrogation of
Pattanshetty, who was arrested earlier this month, nothing was
recovered and his further detention was unwarranted. The alleged
fake TRP scam came to light after ratings agency Broadcast Audience
Research Council (BARC) filed a complaint with Mumbai police
through Hansa Research Group, alleging that certain channels were
rigging TRP numbers to lure advertisers.

TRP scam: Court grants bail to
Fakt Marathi channel owner

I
n a bid to check the spread of
COVID-19, the Maharashtra
government has directed the

Government Railway Police (GRP)
to impose fine on commuters
found without masks in local trains
and on stations here, an official
said on Thursday.In a letter to GRP
Commissioner Ravindra
Sengaonkar, state disaster management department director Abhay
Yawalkar has said the fine will be in line with the circular issued by
the Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai (MCGM) on September
9, or any further circular issued by the civic body. The MCGM
currently imposes a fine of Rs 200 on people found without masks in
public places. "The state bequeaths powers to the Government
Railway Police to impose fines on commuters found to be travelling
without masks in the local trains or inside the station
premises," Yawalkar said in the letter.In order to avoid resurgence of
COVID-19 cases, it is imperative that all related protocols are followed
by commuters, the letter said.

Maha govt directs GRP to fine
commuters travelling sans masks

T
he Election Commission
Thursday ordered
immediate removal of the

District Magistrate and the
Superintendent of Police of
Munger over violence during
goddess Durga idol immersion
that had left one dead and
scores injured, officials said.
The poll panel has also ordered
an inquiry into the entire
incident by Magadh Divisional Commissioner Asangba Chuba Ao, an
election commission statement said.The probe has to be completed
within a week. Rajesh Meena is District Magistrate and Lipi Singh is
SP of Munger.  The EC statement said Munger will get a new DM and
a Superintendent of Police Thursday itself.One person was killed and
over two dozen others, including security personnel, were injured in
firing and stone-pelting during goddess Durga idol immersion late
Monday night. 

EC orders removal of Munger
SP, DM over violence 

U
nion Home Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday
condoled the death of

former Gujarat chief minister
Keshubhai Patel and said his
long public life was devoted to
the service of the people of the
state. Patel died in Ahmedabad
after prolonged illness.“I have
received the sad news of the death of former Chief Minister of Gujarat
Keshubhai Patel. His long public life was devoted to the service of the
people of Gujarat. With the death of Keshubhai, a void has been
created in the politics of Gujarat which is not going to be filled easily.
My condolences to his family,” Shah tweeted in Hindi.The home
minister said Patel, while in the BJP, played an important role in
strengthening the party in Gujarat and as a trustee of the Somnath
Temple, he always supported the development of the temple.

PNS n NEW DELHI

In a bid to tackle the persistent
problem of air pollution in
Delhi-NCR, the Centre has
introduced a new law through
an ordinance which comes
into force with immediate
effect.

Violation of the provisions
entails a punishment of a jail
term up to five years or with
fine up to Rs one crore or with
both, the ordinance released by
the Ministry of Law and Justice
on Thursday said.

"The ordinance may be
called the Commission for
Air Quality Management In
National Capital Region and
Adjoining Areas Ordinance
2020. It shall apply to nation-
al capital region and also
adjoining areas in so far as it
relates to matters concerning
air pollution in the NCR. It
shall come into force at once,"
it said.  The ordinance was
signed by the president on
Wednesday. As per the ordi-
nance, the adjoining areas
where it shall be in force
include Punjab, Haryana,
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh,
adjoining areas of the NCR
and Delhi where any source of

pollution is located which is
causing an adverse impact on
air quality in the national cap-
ital region.  The commission
will consist of over 20 mem-
bers who will ensure strict
compliance."Any non-com-
pliance or contravention of
any provisions/rules or
order/direction of the

Commission will be an offence
punishable with a jail term up
to five years or with fine up to
Rs one crore or with both," it
said. The members will
include a chairperson, who is
or has been a secretary of
Government of India or chief
secretary of a state, a represen-
tative of Environment secre-
tary and five ex-officio mem-
bers who are either chief sec-
retaries or secretaries in charge
of the environment depart-
ments of Delhi, Punjab,
Haryana, Rajasthan and Uttar
Pradesh, it added.

The commission will also
include two full- time mem-
bers who have been joint sec-
retaries to the central govern-
ment, three full-time indepen-
dent technical members who
have specific scientific knowl-
edge regarding air pollution
and others.

HM Amit Shah condoles death
of Keshubhai Patel

PNS n MUMBAI

Mumbai, Oct 29 (PTI)The
Bombay High Court on
Thursday
asked the Union government

to clarify whether "excessive"
reportage by the press on an
ongoing investigation amount-
ed to interference in the
administration of justice under
the Contempt of Courts Act.

A bench of Chief Justice
Dipankar Datta and Justice G
S Kulkarni asked the govern-
ment to state by November 6
if such reportage adversely
affects the probe and subse-
quent trial, and if the court
should lay guidelines on media
reporting.

"If there is excessive report-
ing, that can put an accused on
guard, and he may resort to
destroying evidence or
absconding. Or if that person
is actually innocent, the

excessive media reporting
can damage his reputation," it
said.

"We would not like the
media to cross it boundaries

and we would also like to be
within our boundaries," the
court said and asked the state
if such reportage would
amount to interference and if
the government thought the
HC had the jurisdiction to
frame guidelines.

"Whetherexcessive report-
ing by media in an ongoing
investigation amounts to inter-
ference in administration of
justice under Section 2(c) of
the Contempt of Courts Act
and should we lay guidelines?
This is the issue before us,"

HCsaid.
It also asked the govern-

ment's counsel, Additional
Solicitor General (ASG) Anil
Singh, to consider scenarios
where such reportage on an
ongoing probe, where a charge
sheet was yet to be filed, influ-
enced the investigating officer,
or resulted in a witness being
threatened.

It asked if the court must
step in and formulate guide-
lines to regulate the press to
avoid such scenarios.

"If media identifies that a
person is a very vital witness,
he could be won over, threat-
ened, or he could be even
physically harmed so that he
does not give evidence," it said.

On the possibility of the
press influencing an investigat-
ing officer, the HC said, "Think
of a police officer. Can anyone
guarantee that he will not be
influenced?"

"He may be following a par-
ticular track. Media says no no
this must be the track. He loses
track and rounds up an inno-
cent person," it said.

PNS n BHOPAL

The Union Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) has upheld
the suspension of senior
Madhya Pradesh IPS officer
Purushottam Sharma, who
was seen purportedly thrash-
ing his wife in a video that
went viral last month.

In a letter issued to the
Madhya Pradesh chief secre-
tary on Wednesday, the MHA
also directed the state govern-
ment to chargesheet Sharma
by November 27. The state
government had suspended
Sharma from the post of spe-
cial director general on
September 29 following his
viral video, in which he was
seen beating his wife after she
confronted him at the house of
a news anchor with a region-
al channel. After the incident
came to light, Sharma had said
that it was a family dispute
which would be sorted out.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Nearly 11 lakh CovidD-19
tests have been conducted
daily on an average in the past
six weeks as the cumulative
tests have crossed 10.65 crore-
mark, the Health Ministry said
on Thursday.

In a statement, the Health
Ministry said 15 lakh tests
can be done everyday now.

"The declining trend of
cumulative positivity rate in the
past three weeks is a testimo-
ny of the wide expansion of the
country's testing facilities," it
said. "With 10,75,760 tests
conducted in the last 24 hours,
the cumulative tests have
crossed 10.65 crore

(10,65,63,440). Nearly 11 lakh
tests have been conducted
daily on an average during the
past six weeks," it added.
Giving break-up from the

states, the ministry said 79 per
cent of the new cases are from
10 states and union territories.

"Kerala continues to be the
state reporting a very high

number of new cases with
more than 8,000 cases, fol-
lowed by Maharashtra with
more than 6,000 cases," it said.

The ministry said the declin-
ing trend of the active cases is
supported by the rising num-
ber of recovered cases. "The
total recovered cases have
crossed 73 lakh (73,15,989).
The gap between recovered
cases and active cases has
crossed 67 lakh (67,12,302).
With an increasing number of
recoveries, this gap is contin-
uously widening," it said.

A total of 56,480 people
have recovered and discharged
in the last 24 hours whereas the
new confirmed cases stand at
49,881, the ministry said.

Covid positivity rate declining: Govt

MHA confirms
suspension of
MP IPS officer

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has grant-
ed an interim stay on sum-
mons issued to a Delhi resi-
dent, accused of allegedly
making an 'objectionable'
Facebook post against the West
Bengal Government, by an
investigating officer in the
state.

A bench of Justices D Y
Chandrachud and Indira
Banerjee said the court should
restrain the exercise of judicial
review in the matter of police
investigation. However, it must
safeguard the fundamental
right to the freedom of expres-
sion under Article 19(1)(a) of
the Constitution.

There is a need to ensure
that the power under section
41A CrPC is not used to intim-
idate, threaten and harass, the
bench said. Section 41A of

CrPC deals with notice of
appearance before a police
officer. “We are, however, of
the considered view that to
require the petitioner at this
stage to comply with the sum-
mons under Section 41A dur-
ing the pendency of the pro-
ceedings before the High
Court would not be justified in
the facts as they have emerged
in this case. “Hence we grant

an ad-interim stay against the
implementation of the direc-
tion of the high court requir-
ing the petitioner to appear
before the Investigating Officer
at Ballygunge Police Station,”
the bench said. This is subject
to the condition that the peti-
tioner undertakes to respond
to any queries that may be
addressed to her by the
Investigating Officer and, if so
required, attend to those
queries on the video confer-
encing platform with suffi-
cient notice of twenty-four
hours, the apex court said.

Senior advocate Mahesh
Jethmalani, appearing on
behalf of the petitioner, stated
that the petitioner would coop-
erate in all respects though
after the order of 5 June 2020,
no query was addressed to the
petitioner, despite five months
having elapsed since then.

SC stays summons to Delhi
resident over objectionable post 

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court Thursday
sought the Centre's reply on
a plea alleging that two med-
icines Remdesivir and
Favipiravir, are being used for
treatment of COVID-19 with-
out approval.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice S A Bobde issued
notice to the Centre on the
plea and sought its response
in four weeks.

Advocate M L Sharma peti-
tioner in-person referred to
the bench, also comprising
Justices A S Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian, the World
Health Organization (WHO)
report of October 15 and
said that nowhere these med-
icines are designated official-
ly as medicines for coron-
avirus. The bench said it is

only going to make the cen-
tral government aware of it
and therefore issuing notice.

On September 16, the top
court had said that there was
an approval by the central
government on use of
Remdesivir and Favipiravir, as
medicines to treat COVID-
19.

The top court was hearing
a plea seeking registration of
an FIR by the CBI against ten
Indian pharmaceutical firms
for manufacturing and selling
these two medicines for treat-
ing COVID-19 patients
allegedly without valid
licences.

Remdesivir and Favipiravir
are antiviral drugs and their
efficacy in treating COVID-
19 patients has been a matter
of debate among medical
experts.

Remdesivir: SC
seeks Centre's reply

‘Can excessive media
reporting hinder justice?’

PNS n NEW DELHI

Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu on Thursday said devel-
opment and environment con-
servation should go hand in
hand as "we not only need a
stronger India but also a
greener India". 

He also urged finance com-
missions and local bodies to
encourage green buildings
through tax incentives. 

The vice president said it is
time to consider making all
new buildings to mandatorily
go green and environment
friendly. 

Inaugurating CII's Green
Building Congress, he said
existing buildings too should
be retrofitted to make them
environment friendly by
adopting green practices that
promote energy efficiency and
water conservation. 

He termed sustainable
buildings as an important
component in building
resilient communities and
called for extensive use and
promotion of low carbon tech-
nologies. “We not only need a

stronger India but also a
greener India,” he said accord-
ing to an official statement. 

Drawing attention to the
increasing number of extreme
climate events such as
droughts, floods, and wildfires,
Naidu said climate change is as
real as daylight and countries
all over the world must adopt
drastic and revolutionary mea-
sures to mitigate the problem
of global warming. 

Calling for the sustainable
approach to development, the
vice president said the chal-
lenge is to marry development
and environment.  

“If we take care of nature,
the nature in turn will take
care of the mankind,” he said.

PNS n CHENNAI

Breaking his silence, actor
Rajinikanth on Thursday
said he has been adviseda-
gainst entering politics by
doctors as he had under-
gone a kidney transplant
and due to the coronavirus
pandemic.

Rajinikanth said on his
twitter handle that though a
statement -that hints that he
may reconsider his political
entry given his health condi-
tion- doing rounds in social
mediawas not from him, the
content related to his health
statusand doctors advise to
him "is all true."  

PNS n Thiruvananthapuram, 

The arrest of  suspended IAS
officer M Sivasankar by the
Enforcement Directorate has
put the Left Democratic Front
government and the CPI(M) in
Kerala in a spot at a time when
the state is getting ready for the
crucial local body and assem-
bly polls.

The Left party and its lead-
ers cannot simply wash their
hands off the development by
saying Sivasankar, said to be a
close confidant of Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan and

once the most influential
official in the CMO, was just
one among the several civil ser-

vice officers in the state cadre,
according to political observers.
Sivasankar, the former princi-
pal secretary to Vijayan, was on
Wednesday arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate in
connection with the controver-
sial gold smuggling case, after

over six hours of interrogation
by the ED, probing the money
trail in the case. The arrest has
given the opposition- Congress
and BJP- an unexpected polit-
ical weapon to attack Vijayan,
heading the lone Communist
government in the country.

PNS n NEW DELHI

A Delhi court has closed a
criminal defamation case
against BJP leader Kapil
Mishra after he tendered an
unconditional apology to
AAP leader and Delhi Health
Minister Satyendar Jain.

The complaint was filed by
Jain against Mishra in 2017
for his defamatory statements
against him and Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal.

The case was closed on
Wednesday after Mishra
agreed to tender an uncondi-
tional apology before
Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate,
Vishal Pahuja.

"It is submitted by the
accused (Mishra) that he is
ready to make a statement
before the court tendering
unconditional apology.
Complainant (Jain) also sub-
mitted that in case the
accused gives his statement
before the court, he shall
withdraw the present com-
plaint,” the Court recorded.

After recording the state-
ment of Mishra, as well as
Jain, the Court disposed of
the defamation complaint as
withdrawn.

In a press conference held
in 2017, Mishra had accused
Jain of handing over a bribe
of Rs 2 crore to Arvind
Kejriwal.

Rajini says he
underwent renal
transplant in ‘16

Left govt on the backfoot 
after Sivasankar's arrest

PNS n SRINAGAR

Several PDP leaders were on
Thursday detained by police as
they tried to stage a protest
against the new land laws noti-
fied by the Centre for Jammu
and Kashmir. PDP leader

Khursheed Alam, party
spokesman Suhail Bukhari and
youth president Waheed Parra
were among those detained by
police as they came out of the
party's Srinagar office at Sher-
e-Kashmir Municipal Park, offi-
cials said. The party leaders

wanted to hold a protest rally
against the amendments made
to the land laws of the Union
territory by the Centre on
Tuesday which allow people
from other parts of the country
to buy land in the region. The
mainstream parties of Kashmir

have decried the amendments
and termed the move akin to
putting Jammu and Kashmir up
for sale.

PDP president Mehbooba
Mufti tried to reach the PDP
office, but was asked by the
police to return to her residence.

PDP leaders stage protest; arrested

Venkaiah bats for
stronger, greener India

Delhi court closes defamation
complaint against Kapil Mishra

As per the
ordinance, the
adjoining areas
where it shall be in
force include
Punjab, Haryana,
Rajasthan and
Uttar Pradesh,
adjoining areas of
the NCR and Delhi

“We would not like the media to cross
it boundaries and we would also like to
be within our boundaries," the court
said and asked the state if such
reportage would amount to
interference 

Centre introduces new law
to tackle pollution in Delhi

PNS n NEW DELHI

BSP leader Mayawati sus-
pended seven of her party's
rebel MLAs who had
opposed the nomination of
its official candidate Ramji
Gautam for the elections to
the Rajya Sabha.Amid spec-
ulation that the MLAs could
switch sides in Uttar Pradesh,
Mayawati also said that to
ensure defeat of Samajwadi
Party candidates in future
MLC elections, her party
will vote for BJP or any
other party's candidate. 

She said as soon as the
rebel MLAs join any party,
the BSP would take action
against them under the anti-
defection law. She said the
party organisation has been
informed that the suspended
legislators should not be
invited to any party function.

Mayawati
suspends seven
rebel MLAs



I
n mid-October, a 17-year-old
girl, Neema (name changed)
was found by the Uttar
Pradesh (UP) Police in a
dazed state, hungry and deliri-

ous. Sold to traffickers by her
poverty-stricken parents on the
advice of “well-meaning” neigh-
bours in her village in Madhya
Pradesh, the teenager had escaped
from her tormentors in Delhi.
Neema walked and hitch-hiked for
three days to cover a distance of 200
km before she was spotted by con-
cerned passersby and the police in
Hathras. Unaware of her where-
abouts and determined to reach
home, she was still 794 km short of
her home in Mandla district when
she was rescued. The girl told the
police that there were 12 other
minors like her, confined to one
room in Delhi. Fortunately, they all
managed to escape. 

Neema is not the only child
from her village to have been traf-
ficked. Several others like her have
been sold by needy parents. This
story is repeated over and over again
in India, particularly in rural areas.
India is starving and its children are
bearing the brunt of this hunger.
They are being sacrificed at the altar
of the crippling poverty that has
worsened because of the sucker
punch delivered to the already tot-
tering economy by the Coronavirus.
As feared by the experts in the field
of rescue and rehabilitation of traf-
ficked children, the number of
minors, particularly girls, sold to
traffickers for as little as `10,000-
`50,000, has grown alongside the
number of people rendered jobless
by the pandemic. As a result, des-
perate parents, having to choose
between survival of the family for
a little while longer and their love,
chose the former. So many girls and
boys were sold to traffickers across
the country.

This is despite the fact that
Articles 23, 39, 14 and 21 of the
Constitution guarantee every child
freedom from exploitation in any
form. The Immoral Traffic
(Prevention) Act, 1956 was enact-
ed in pursuance of the International
Convention signed at New York on
May 9, 1950 and it was amended in
1986 to widen its scope to cover all
citizens. However, according to
rights advocates, the Act has glar-
ing lacunae as it fails to define the
term “traffic” or “trafficking” and
aims to penalise those who aid and
abet commercial sexual exploita-
tion. Therefore, its focus on the def-

inition of the term brothel leads
to the inference that commercial
sexual exploitation takes place
only in a brothel and not in other
places, such as in a house. The
Act is clearly not victim-centric
as women and children, who are
forced into prostitution, are also
treated as criminals and arrest-
ed when raids are conducted. 

Similarly there are several
other laws to protect the rights
of children, such as the
Commissions for Protection of
Child Rights Act, 2005, the
Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act,
2009, the Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences Act, 2000.
The rights of child labourers can
be adequately secured only if the
monitoring and controlling pro-
visions contained in the said
statutes are fully implemented.
However, they are not despite the
Supreme Court insisting upon
their applicability.

In 2013, the top court lament-
ed that despite its directions, lit-
tle or no progress was made by
the States in protecting the rights
of children. Thus, we have hor-
ror stories emerging from across
the country. Desperate children,
sold to traffickers by impover-
ished parents, making hopeless
bids to return home to the same
parents who pushed them into
the hell in the first place.

Though Neema and several
others like her have escaped for
now, not everyone is so lucky.
Thousands of children are being
trafficked globally for initiation
into the sex trade, to be recruit-
ed as bonded labour, drug run-
ners, child terrorists or human
shields. The International
Labour Organisation has pre-
dicted that with the pandemic
ravaging economies globally,

the world may witness an
increase in child labour for the
first time in 20 years and there
is a huge risk of years of progress
in this arena being reversed.
First, it was hunger induced by
the lockdown that fuelled the
trafficking. And now that the
economy has opened up, it is the
demand for cheaper labour and
bigger margins by businesses.
Closer home, ever since the
lockdown was imposed and
then eased a few months later in
phases, Delhi-NCR has become
a hub of trafficking as more and
more children are being rescued
from factories and brothels.

The Delhi Commission for
Protection of Child Rights res-
cued 93 children from gold and
jewellery factories in Karol Bagh
in May. Of them, 57 were below
the age of 14 and some were even
10-year-olds. The rest of the chil-
dren were between 14 and 18.
Then in July, nine child labour-
ers were found working at sev-
eral scrap shops in North East
Delhi’s Mustafabad. But these
rescues are like a drop in the
ocean as the lockdown slowed
down such initiatives as well.
There was a time when only 27
per cent of the Anti-Human
Trafficking Units were func-
tional. Thankfully, in September,
36 children under 14 years were
rescued from bangle-making
units in West Delhi’s
Jahangirpuri area where they
were made to work for 15 hours
a day and sleep in the same dingy
room. All lured or sold on the
promise of food and a roof over
their heads.

Nobel laureate Kailash
Satyarthi, Chairperson of NGO
Bachpan Bachao Andolan, esti-
mates that in Delhi, “at least five
lakh children are in full-time

jobs. That means every sixth
child is out of school and work-
ing somewhere.”

Every time we hear such sta-
tistics, we are shocked and angry.
Even more disturbing is the fact
that these children are there in
our midst, suffering abuse, hard-
ship, deprivation and long hours
of work in dingy, dark and pol-
luted places where they have no
business to be. We are blissfully
ignorant of this invisible, silent
and hapless workforce. The tiny
factory workers, who are well
hidden from our sight, toil to
pander to our penchant for buy-
ing things at discounted prices,
the cheaper the better. But we are
content sweeping our collective
guilt under the carpet, simply
because they do not torment us
visibly.

We do know that certain
industries traditionally employ
children. Like bidi factories, the
carpet industry, the garment
sweatshops, incense and fire-
work factories, brick kilns, the
farm sector and so on. But
when buying these products, do
we ever take the pain to ensure
that the brand that we are pur-
chasing has nothing to do with
child labour? It is our demand
for cheaper products that in turn
creates the demand for child
labour as businesses then can
keep the cost of production
down and their margins up. We
don’t bother to boycott goods
over unethical trade practices. If
we did so, the factory owners
would have revised their norms.
So, by extension, we are as guilty
as the perpetrators of the crime
of trafficking and hiring child
labour.    

And what about child labour-
ers, who are staring us right in
our faces? What of the minor

hired to “baby-sit” children? Or
the ubiquitous chotus (appren-
tices/assistants) all over India,
selling chai at the local tea shop
and even delivering it to our
offices and at the railway station?
What of the little boy cleaning
the car in the neighbourhood,
his little hands and muscles
straining to carry a heavy buck-
et full of water? Or the shoeshine
boy, the child manning a road-
side dhaba, serving food to cus-
tomers? Have we ever bothered
to question the people who hire
them or even inform the law
enforcement authorities about
their presence? Clearly we do not
want to get out of our comfort
zone and easily attribute it to a
societal crime, without realising
we form the society that con-
dones it. We could have picked
up the phone and called the
NGOs and rights activists who
can help the child in distress. But
we don’t do that either. 

And what about children
caught in the sex trade? If peo-
ple stop watching child pornog-
raphy, there will be no market
for it. If men stop violating
minor girls for a price, there will
be no market for it again. So, on
all counts, society is as guilty as
the criminals who traffic chil-
dren. 

Apart from a mindset change,
there has to be community
alertness and personal account-
ability by each citizen. There
must be non-Governmental and
Government intervention to
ensure that hapless parents do
not take the extreme step of trad-
ing their children for a dole.
There is no time to be lost, else
a nation will forget the meaning
of bachpan. 

(The writer is Senior Editor,
The Pioneer)

D
elhi University (DU) is not only India’s largest
and most prestigious Central university, home
to several top colleges of the country, it is also

the most politically active. However, what is happen-
ing in DU right now is unprecedented in its 98-year
history as President Ram Nath Kovind has ordered an
enquiry against Vice-Chancellor Yogesh Tyagi on the
grounds of “misconduct” and “dereliction of duty.”
Tyagi has been suspended till the probe is complet-
ed since he can influence the investigation while in
office. Much of this has been precipitated by the health
of the Vice-Chancellor, who had to be admitted to AIIMS

on emergency grounds back in July and a Pro-VC, Professor PC Joshi, had to be appoint-
ed. However, after Tyagi returned to work, he tried to invalidate several appointments
made by the Pro-VC, even those that had been cleared by DU’s Executive Council. The
row escalated when Tyagi appointed Professor PC Jha as the interim Registrar despite
the Union Ministry of Education’s claims that the new order was not effective as the
VC was still on leave while issuing it. However, the Executive Council resolved that
Professor Suman Kundu would continue as Director, South Campus and acting Registrar
till a permanent Registrar was appointed. This was followed by Tyagi removing Professor
Joshi as Pro-VC and appointing Geeta Bhatt in his place. Meanwhile Joshi had noti-
fied the appointment of a new Registrar, Vikas Gupta, whose interview had been com-
pleted and appointment cleared by the Executive Council. This is a truly bizarre and
ridiculous situation, particularly when the 2020-2021 academic year is about to start.
By initiating an enquiry against Tyagi and completely clipping his wings, his term is as
good as over. However, the Ministry should take its fair share of the blame here. When
the V-C was admitted to hospital in an emergency condition, it should have stepped
in to put a system in place. At the same time, it has consistently overlooked past laps-
es flagged against Tyagi, including not filling vacant positions, delay in redressal of
sexual harassment cases and vigilance complaints in university, mishandling of the
issue of ad-hoc teachers, which led to a massive agitation, and non-submission of
detailed plans for implementation of the Institution of Eminence (IoE). The last straw
came in the form of certain appointments he made while being on medical leave.

This mess needs to be immediately rectified by the Ministry and if Tyagi is to be
removed, a new V-C must be found post-haste. This is a situation that is unprecedent-
ed and if elections and a pandemic were not ongoing, this would be the top headline
of the day. This development is not surprising after decades of Ministers and bureau-
crats striking at the autonomy of Central universities. Institutions of higher learning thrive
when they are allowed to function independent of the Government and where the V-C
is prided for his integrity and not seen as a political appointee.

T
he byelection in Madhya Pradesh may have got
swamped by the Assembly polls in Bihar and its
results may not threaten the ruling BJP

Government in the State. But it is significant in decid-
ing the political future of stalwarts both within the BJP
and the Congress. The number game is fairly settled.
The BJP currently has 107 seats in the 230-member
Assembly, with the support of Independents,
Samajwadi Party (SP) and Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
MLAs. So, given its ambition to do without props of
any kind and consolidate its position as the single
largest party, it would just about need to win nine of

the 28 seats going to the polls and cross the half-way mark. The Congress has 88
MLAs after Jyotiraditya Scindia revolted and took 22 loyalists with him to the BJP, top-
pling the Kamal Nath Government. It would need to win all 28 seats to cross the halfway
mark, a tall order, though party hopefuls are arguing that even 20-plus seats could keep
it in the running as it could manage the deficit by co-opting smaller parties. This pre-
sumptive logic isn’t much to bet on. The desperation of the Congress is understand-
able considering it wants to prove a point to Jyotiraditya that his exit hasn’t really affect-
ed the party’s grassroots matrix. In one word, therefore, the bypolls are his test. He
may have defected with his loyalists but can he ensure vote transference with such
ease? Particularly when the Congress is relentlessly calling him a traitor, even draw-
ing on his family history to show how the Scindias betrayed Rani Laxmibai. Besides
with most of the seats going to the bypolls being located in the Gwalior-Chambal region,
which has the highest number of caste atrocities and violence and where the Dalit vote
swing matters politically, Jyotiraditya has to have an umbrella appeal to win and not
just depend on his legacy. His being in the BJP could actually be a liability as this is a
BSP bastion and its people were at the forefront of protests against the dilution of the
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act in 2018. Besides,
the BSP is contesting all seats here this time and unless, as a kingmaker, its chief Mayawati
decides whom to side with in the event of a mixed verdict, the going could be tough
for Jyotiraditya. Of course, his staunch follower and Dalit candidate, Imarti Devi, whom
Kamal Nath insulted, could mop up some of the sympathy votes from the communi-
ty at the expense of the Congress. The BJP has obliged Jyotiraditya for catapulting it
back to power by giving tickets to the rebel MLAs loyal to him. This has not been to
the liking of its Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan, who wouldn’t want Jyotiraditya
to challenge his stature. So the latter has to prove his mettle in his adopted party by
ensuring the maximum wins. If he does, his stakes will rise but if he fails, then he could
be badly marginalised. As it is, the State BJP campaign is still pivoted around Chouhan
and has hardly taken note of the new entrant. This is Jyotiraditya’s big chance to prove
his political currency and if he fails, he will be of no use to any party. Not even Congress.
In fact, if Jyotiraditya succeeds, it would be the most effective message of getting even
with Kamal Nath and convincing the grand old party of the need for a generational change.
If he does really well, he could even get a Central Ministry, something he has been
wanting since he crossed over.

Though the BJP needs single digits to coast home, Chouhan wants to win at least
half of the seats to show that he is not dependent on Jyotiraditya’s clout. Having con-
ceded tickets and ministerial berths to the young leader’s group following Central pres-
sure, the Chief Minister wants to show he is in command. But Chouhan is caught between
the criticism of his handling of COVID-19 and the challenge from Union Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar, who has the blessings of the Central party leadership to under-
cut him. As far as Kamal Nath is considered, the bypolls are his last chance to take
another shot at chief ministership. But with below the belt attacks and scorning a woman
legislator, he may have just scripted his own downfall. Kamal Nath has an axe to grind
with Imarti Devi, who is a Jyotiraditya Scindia loyalist and defected with him to the
BJP. In fact, the sexist remark against her came days after and probably as a hitback
to her accusation that Nath bribed MLAs when he was Chief Minister, that he gave cash
doles of `5 lakh to Congress MLAs who could not be granted ministerial posts. In ret-
rospect, her needless victimisation only drew attention to his greed for power by man-
aging numbers. Of course, the seasoned politician he is, he knows how to work the
arithmetic in case of an adverse scenario. But the old-style politics may not work at a
time when the BJP won’t be sparing any resources either to ensure that one party-rule
flows from the Centre to other States.

Jyotiraditya’s test

Poor footfall 
Sir — As per the Centre’s guide-
lines, many cinema halls are re-
opening. However, the footfall
remains in single digits.
Currently, the halls are permit-
ted to operate with 50 per cent
capacity; one seat between two
persons is to be kept empty to
ensure social distancing. Other
mandatory norms include wear-
ing of masks, applying sanitis-
ers, compulsory thermal scan-
ning, adequate ventilation and
freezing temperature settings
of all air conditioning at 23
degree Celsius or above. Even
with strict guidelines in place,
people are extremely hesitant to
visit the theatres. Also, no big-
time releases are slated for now
as it is preposterous to imagine
a producer or an actor risking
his/her fortune during such
crucial times. Over the months
since the lockdown, the loyal
film audience has adapted to
online streaming apps.
Adjusting to big screens again
might take some time. Also
many are cutting on expenditure
owing to their financial stress.

The cinema hall owners, too,
are in a quandary because of the
financial losses they have been
bearing due to the complete clo-

sure of the theatres for the past
several months. In addition to
electricity and ancillary costs,
the huge challenge of sanitising
the halls after every show can be
taxing. Many are hoping that the
festive season might make some
difference but given the current
scenario, the future of movie
halls seems rather bleak.

Ganapathi Bhat
Akola

Defence agreement
Sir — On October 27, India and
the US signed the Basic
Exchange and Cooperation
Agreement (BECA) to further
military ties between the two
countries. India will now be able
to keep an eye on the move-
ments of Chinese warships in
the Indian Ocean Region (IOR).
BECA will help us get real-time

access to American geospatial
intelligence that will enhance the
accuracy of automated systems
and weapons like missiles and
armed drones. Sharing informa-
tion on maps and satellite
images will help us gain access
to topographical and aeronau-
tical data. The signing of the
long-negotiated defence pact
comes against the backdrop of
a tense border standoff with

China in eastern Ladakh. The
increasing defence and securi-
ty partnership between the two
nations will help monitor the sit-
uation in the Indo-Pacific at a
time when China is attempting
to expand its economic and mil-
itary clout in the region. In June,
India and Australia had signed
a pact allowing their militaries
to access each other’s bases. A
similar agreement with Japan
also came to fruition last month
after years of negotiations. It is
also hoped that the sharing of
technology will contribute sig-
nificantly towards bringing
India closer to the lofty goal of
atmanirbharta in the defence
sector.

Yash Pal Ralhan
Jalandhar

Ban firecrackers 
Sir — The air quality has further
worsened as hundreds of Ravana
effigies and firecrackers were
burnt in the Capital on Dussehra.
The Government needs to wake
up and put a blanket ban on fire-
crackers this Diwali. 

Yugal Kishore Sharma
Faridabad
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Nobody’s child
Fuelled by a pandemic-hit economy and the lack of personal accountability,

India’s child trafficking problems have further worsened 

Some experts told us informally that
air pollution is not only caused due
to stubble burning, but there are
many other causes too. You lawyers
will also have to get down from your
big, beautiful cars and ride cycles. 

Chief Justice of India 
—SA Bobde 

Punjab makes a point for its farmers

T
he Punjab Assembly has passed three farm Bills
as the farmers’ protests against the recently passed
farm Acts intensify. The Central laws are silent about

the Minimum Support Prices (MSP) for agricultural pro-
duce. Sale of produce to the private traders, compa-
nies, corporates and other agencies cannot take place
in the Agricultural Produce Market Committees
(APMC) mandis anymore, and levy of fee for trades
has been prohibited. Thus, farmers have no option but
to approach the courts for dispute resolution. The
thought of a takeover of the agriculture sector by traders
using their financial power is haunting the farmers. 

According to the State Bills, “no sale or purchase
of wheat or paddy shall be valid unless the price paid
for such agricultural produce is equal to or greater than
the MSP” announced for the two crops. And if an indi-
vidual or a company or any other agency compels or
exerts pressure on a farmer to sell the agro-produce
at a price below the MSP, then such person shall be
deemed to have committed a punishable offence. The

Bills also have a provision to levy a fee on trade plat-
forms outside the markets established under the Punjab
Agricultural Produce Markets Act 1961 to fund welfare
activities. These proposed amendment Bills are not just
meant to counter the Centre's laws but to save the peas-
antry of Punjab. 

Haridasan Rajan 
Kozhikode
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DU imbroglio

The MP bypolls would prove if he can indeed get even with former
CM Kamal Nath and earn his stripes in the BJP

The power tussle between the Vice-Chancellor and the
Pro-VC only harms the most prestigious university

REENA AMOS DYES

There is total lawlessness.
Jammu and Kashmir has 
been converted into a jail. 
We are not Twitter politicians,
we won't stay inside, we 
will come out. 

Former Chief Minister
—Mehbooba Mufti

We have 2,25,000 deaths, the
modeling tells us we're going
to get one hundred or more
thousand as we get into the
winter, that is just something
that's unacceptable.

US disease expert
—Anthony Fauci

L E T T E R S T O  TT H E  E D I T O R

If we talk about my 
cricket career, then the
only and biggest regret is
that we failed to win the
semi-final of the 2011
World Cup in Mohali.

Cricketer
—Umar Gul

S O U N D B I T E



Graft-free governance

THIS DUSSEHRA THE EFFIGIES OF THE PRIME

MINISTER AND INDUSTRIALISTS WERE BURNT. IT IS

SAD, BUT IT IS HAPPENING AS FARMERS ARE UPSET.

—CONGRESS LEADER

RAHUL GANDHI

THIS SHOWS HOW DESPERATE THE CONGRESS IS.

SHOULD THE FORMER CONGRESS CHIEF TALK LIKE

THIS? HE HAS NO POLITICAL STANDING LEFT.

—UNION MINISTER

RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD

POINTCOUNTERPOINT 

A
mong the issues in public discourse that have
caught the attention of the country is the prob-
lem of corruption, which elicits strident crit-

icism. The issue has triggered a slew of reforms aimed
at strengthening the fabric of integrity, like the enact-
ment of the Public Procurement Bill, the Lokpal Act
incorporating, inter alia, the public disclosure of assets
by public servants, reforms in higher judicial
appointments and so on. While anti-graft activists
differ in terms of strategies and focus areas, there is
a unanimous acceptance of the fact that technolo-
gy and e-governance promote greater transparency.
The rationale is very simple. Deny the opportunity
for manual manipulation and replace it with tech-
nology, crafted around well-defined protocols and
legal safeguards with minimal human intervention. 

It has been five years since India adopted the
UN’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Corruption in general and venality in public life in
particular adversely affect the fulfilment of these
SDGs. Therefore, a proactive and preventive vigilance
regime forms the backbone of good governance and
is critical to their realisation. How then do we make
governance more effective without inhibiting its
objectives? Today, administrative affairs grapple with
leakages in public delivery of welfare and develop-
ment goals on account of manual processes that can
be manipulated. But by leveraging technology,
these leakages can be plugged. Incremental improve-
ments to technology should continue to be the main-
stay of advancements in administration. 

In the recent discourse on procurement meth-
ods, transparency of policy, procedure and practices
is increasingly being seen as an imperative of using
public monies to remove any allegations of opacity
and inconsistencies in decision-making.  Achieving
transparency ensures that procurement is open to
public scrutiny, which results in best value for pub-
lic monies. For example, the transparency of proce-
dure as achieved in online applications is one of the
simpler yet effective features of digitisation, as it shifts
the onus of submitting correct information and data
to the applicant. This, once verified by the public ser-
vant, retains the maker-checker wedge in a direct way.

In an effort to plug leakages in procurement sys-
tems, the Government launched the Government E-
Marketplace (GeM) in 2016 as an end-to-end mar-
ketplace for goods and services required by Central
and State Governments as well as Public Sector
Undertakings. As per an assessment by the Centre
for Public Impact, the savings impact of GeM has
been substantial, wherein a maximum price reduc-
tion of approximately 56 per cent of goods and ser-
vices, coupled with demand aggregation, has already
led to savings to the tune of `40,000 crore annual-
ly. Given the fact that the public procurement econ-
omy constitutes about 20 per cent of India’s GDP, it
is imperative to build on this initiative through ampli-
fied efforts and bring as many goods and services
on board as possible. And in order to make the plat-
form more robust, addressing the issue of quality con-
trol should be the next level of sophistication that
GeM should aspire for. 

In the next 10 years, the business of Government
will experience massive disruption. This comes on
the back of technological enhancements that reduce
the need for intermediaries and ensure that the sanc-
tity of process remains unimpeachable. One such
technology which has been discussed widely in recent
times is blockchain. A NITI Aayog discussion paper
has identified use-cases where the technology can
potentially improve governance, ranging from trac-
ing of drugs in the pharmaceutical supply chain to
verification of education certificates. The three key
principles of the blockchain technology are:
Transparency, decentralisation and accountability. 

One of the most interesting areas of
intervention for this technology would be
in the space of land records. Ever since the
Permanent Settlement of Bengal in 1793,
the issue of land records has occupied the
administration and citizenry with its
complexities, misgivings and fraud. The
system is riddled with inefficiencies that
reduce trust in the Government. Currently
the UNDP is involved in certain Proof of
Concept (POC) pilots across India. The
underlying theory intends to create an
immutable history of transactional records
that helps in checking authenticity; a tam-
per-proof system to avoid forgery; a dis-
tributed ledger so that all stakeholders see
the same information; and a secure
encrypted environment, where updates are
available in near real time. The NITI Aayog
paper also identifies this value proposition.
For example, the paper notes that, in order
to ensure that transactions are not fraud-
ulent, the physical presence of witnesses
is mandated at the time of sales deed reg-
istry. Deployment of blockchain would
potentially eliminate the need of these
processes while maintaining the sanctity
of the transaction. 

This helps create a tamper-proof
audit trail that allows for tracking decision-
making and ensures that they are in accor-
dance with anti-corruption principles. It
addresses concerns around cyber securi-
ty. Currently there are interesting pilots
being conducted across the world, where
deployment of blockchain is being tested
for public procurement, wherein systems
are being built in to identify graft with a
view to disincentivise corrupt actors from
accessing the system at the outset. 

From the perspective of Internal
Controls and Governance (Vigilance), it
is strongly recommended to employ a five-
part test while assessing such deviations
from process: Whether the issue being pur-
sued has corrupt connotations; the gener-
al reputation of the employee involved;
whether better options were available and
ignored without valid reasoning; whether
the situation inhibited the selection of any

other option but the one finally chosen and
finally, whether the larger interest of the
organisation was safeguarded or not.

Deployment of technological solutions
like blockchain can potentially remove the
need or significantly reduce the time taken
for making such assessments. In a recent
paper released by Denmark’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, titled Code to Integrity, the
authors have highlighted how blockchain
can be a powerful tool in the fight against
Government corruption. The report cites
case studies of countries like Kenya,
Rwanda and Ghana where Government
records pertaining to court systems, edu-
cation and land rights are migrating to dis-
tributed ledgers. 

However, a significant factor in
blockchain’s success will be a country’s abil-
ity to develop/reform laws and build
robust data protection and maintenance
regimes. Till such time we address these
issues, blockchain is not likely to have a
monumental impact in creating an integri-
ty-first governance ecosystem. 

The general environment now is in
favour of a regime which ensures that com-
panies not only do profitable business but
do so in a manner which is ethical. The
United Nations Convention against
Corruption, ratified by India in 2011, as
well as the anti-corruption principles
expounded by the Organisation for
Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD)  cover a wide gamut of vulnera-
ble areas and aspects of business opera-
tions, including anti-bribery, public pro-
curement and conflict of interest. More and
more countries in the coming years will
be obliged to establish laws and mecha-
nisms in place to ensure clean business
operations as well as seize and confiscate
assets derived from corrupt practices.

India, too, needs to review its existing
legal framework to address issues around
data security, corrupt practices and corpo-
rate governance with a view to address our
anti-corruption objectives and provide the
necessary guidance to well-intentioned
officials in the Government. 

The Centre made a significant change
to the Prevention of Corruption Act in
2018. The element of intention has been
added under definition of criminal mis-
conduct. Similarly, broadening the defin-
ition of “unfair advantage” and introduc-
tion of corporate criminal liability will go
a long way in apprehending or deterring
bad actors on both sides from indulging
in bribery. The amendments also have
ensured that our obligations under the UN
Convention against Corruption are ade-
quately addressed and bring us closer to
leading anti-bribery legislations in the
world such as the UK Bribery Act. 

While these amendments will go a
long way in guiding the work of internal
control agencies, it would be important to
institutionalise a system, wherein compli-
ance against said legislation and established
processes can be checked and quantified.
A metrics-based system for oversight
over governmental processes will bring
transparency, build trust and spur further
digital innovation to make any adminis-
tration more robust without inhibiting
public interest-oriented decision-mak-
ing. 

It would be incorrect to end this dis-
cussion without addressing the well-
intentioned public servant who finds the
processes leading to greater transparency
and ensuring value for taxpayers’ money
cumbersome and time-consuming and
who is, therefore, tempted to short-circuit
it. Well-intentioned though it may be, but
any attempt to overwrite the processes,
despite even demonstrable honesty of pur-
pose, carries the major risk of opening up
the system to misuse by corrupt players
and would lead to eventual loss of public
trust and decimation of the structure of
public procurement. Thus, the intent of
processes involved is to keep the prover-
bial Caesar’s wife above suspicion. Through
robust yet streamlined procedures, a
bureaucrat can achieve the intended out-
come and avoid unintended consequences. 

(The writer is an IPS officer. The views
expressed are personal)

A metrics-based system for oversight over governmental processes will bring transparency and
spur digital innovation to make any administration robust without inhibiting public interest
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Make the right
policy choices

KUMARDEEP BANERJEE

A continued prosperity for nations will only be
achieved by allowing and championing a global

open market for trade, goods and digital services

RAJESH RANJAN

HOWEVER, A
SIGNIFICANT

FACTOR IN
BLOCKCHAIN’S

SUCCESS WILL BE
A COUNTRY’S

ABILITY TO
DEVELOP/REFORM
LAWS AND BUILD

ROBUST DATA
PROTECTION AND

MAINTENANCE
REGIMES. TILL
SUCH TIME WE

ADDRESS THESE
ISSUES,

BLOCKCHAIN IS
NOT LIKELY TO

HAVE A
MONUMENTAL

IMPACT IN
CREATING AN

INTEGRITY-FIRST
GOVERNANCE

ECOSYSTEM

I
t is festival time globally, and not just the religious and fun variety
but also the vital festival of democracy or elections. It is for the
first time in our lifetimes that festivities, mostly associated with huge

crowds jostling to reach the ballot box or bedi (the pedestal on which
the idols of deities are kept), are taking place in the shadow of a rag-
ing global pandemic. Forced departures from well-known rituals asso-
ciated with festivals make these times a case study for future gen-
erations. Many would have seen a video on social media of an idol
being immersed using mechanised trolleys, with least human inter-
vention, in the recently-concluded Durga puja festivities. Now switch
to the theatre of democracy in Bihar, where Assembly elections are
being held. The common thread  between the two festivals is, tech-
nology. Bihar, would perhaps be the first State in the country where
technological interventions played a key role in the elections. 

First, the Election Commission (EC) allowed online filing of nom-
inations for candidates and many political parties chose to reach out
to their constituents through virtual rallies and put up huge LED walls
for public viewing. Given the absence of many veterans active in Bihar
elections for at least three decades, most of the young scions of the
colourful, vociferous and politically-influential families were sudden-
ly catapulted to the centrestage of a new narrative. This young brigade
of Biharis, technologically more versatile than their parents, sought
votes on issues. Something hitherto unheard of in a State, known
for its divisive caste and religious biases. It was surprising to see
rival candidates promise lakhs of jobs to young voters in a State grap-
pling with the problem of the jobless migrant labourers. 

The most welcome aspect of this election has been the reliance
on technology in a State which could well be a case study on the
digital divide between India and Bharat. Many statisticians will point
to a survey which revealed that more than half of Bihar’s women
and around 40 per cent men have no access to mass media. This,
when extrapolated over digital media, means a significant part of the
population can either be completely insulated from the impact of tech-
nology or could be the next addressable unconnected millions, who
need to be put on the information technology expressway of pros-
perity. 

Now let’s jump across the Pacific to the US, which, too, is about
to witness one of the fiercest and cacophonic elections on November
3 amid the COVID threat, deaths and economic destruction. The com-
mon binary binding Bihar elections, Durga Puja festivities and US
elections is again, technology. After all, the new dominance game
and the race to be a global superpower is now increasingly getting
defined by your first tap on a smartphone, first digital payment/elec-
tronic transaction, first contact-free shopping for world-class
brands from the comfort of your home and perhaps the first digital
date after months of trying to understand each other’s typos and abbre-
viated texts. 

Therefore, restrictions on digital applications, depending on the
country of origin, to applying the same principles to hardware solu-
tions in technical infrastructure, to forming an alliance of like-mind-
ed technology fraternity of nations were some of the key highlights
in the election campaign of the two presidential candidates of the
world’s richest democracy. What it also highlighted was the fact that
increasingly, the physical restrictions (read policies) of trade and com-
merce dominating economic relations between a bunch of nations
will now be enthusiastically copy-pasted in the digital arena to pre-
vent loss of sovereign powers and dominance at the global high tables.

COVID has put the spotlight on public policy issues, which, till
February, were still in advanced stages of intellectual discourses. It
has challenged our ability to adapt and eventually recover from the
disease. And the only sector which has truly helped this advance-
ment is technology. It reacted quickly and ensured teachers, parents
and children were handed online course materials for seamless aca-
demic learning and doctors were given online tools for initial digital
health interventions for patients. It gave the Government effective plat-
forms for interaction and empowered it to push critical policy goals.
Technology enabled digital live darshans of beautiful but deserted
pandals and online delivery of prasad for the religious, too. If the human
race has been pushed ahead by three decades in one stroke by the
lockdown and technology has taken centrestage, it is also time to
think and refresh many global policy challenges and perhaps release
an update. Policymakers have to realise that imposing strict restric-
tions, based purely on case-by-case models, and having a physical
worldview of digital policy issues can be self-defeating in the long
run. A continued prosperity for nations will only be achieved by allow-
ing and championing a global open market for trade, goods and dig-
ital services. It must be kept in mind that the new normal for poli-
cy-making at sovereign-level negotiations must be dictated by a set
of principles. This must be compulsory in all digital agreements
between consumers and technology providers, governments and their
counterparts across borders. A multi-lateral approach must be cham-
pioned. It is time to click on the right button.

(The writer is a policy analyst)

M
ost nations imposed some
form of shutdown to limit the
spread of the Coronavirus.

India’s lockdown, which involved a
near cessation of all movement and
economic activity, has been rated as
one of the most stringent across the
world. Not surprisingly, it had a severe
impact on our economy. 

A sector that was hit particularly
hard is retail. This is due to several rea-
sons. First, shops and warehouses
were closed during the initial phases
of the lockdown. This brought the

operation of both physical and digital
retailers to a standstill.  Second, restric-
tions on inter-State movement of
goods and the opening of only specif-
ic industries disrupted supply chains.
For instance, the Centre recognised
both medicines and processed foods
as essential goods and allowed their
sale. However, similar status was not
granted to units which manufacture
the packaging for medicines and
processed foods. Hence, sellers of
these goods found it difficult to oper-
ate. Third, the system of issuing pass-
es and permits to personnel working
for physical and digital retail was not
well-implemented. It was unclear
which authority would issue the pass-
es and for how long they would
remain valid. Further, personnel hav-
ing to travel across districts were
required to obtain separate passes from
the authorities for each district. Fourth,
the Ministry of Home Affairs issued an
order directing all employers to ensure
full payment of wages to all employ-
ees even if they were unable to work.

As a result of the order, several migrant
labourers returned to their towns and
villages once restrictions on movement
of persons were lifted. A survey of
retailers selling their products online,
conducted as part of the Esya Centre’s
report on e-commerce, shows that
nearly 60 per cent of such entities will
be unable to recover losses suffered
because of the lockdown. Given that
people are likely to be wary of enter-
ing shops and stores even after lock-
downs are eased, it is important to
explore different avenues through
which retail outlets can avoid further
losses. 

One such avenue is e-retail. A
report by Global Trade and Regional
Integration Unit of the World Bank
highlights the utility of e-commerce in
the post COVID normal. Not only can
e-commerce help reduce the risk of
new infections and preserve jobs, it can
also increase the acceptance of pro-
longed social distancing measures
among the population. Further, previ-
ous research has shown that there are

numerous benefits for MSMEs that
adopt e-commerce, in the form of bet-
ter price discovery, access to new con-
sumers, support with logistics and
inventory management. It is in recog-
nition of the above that several nations,
such as the United Kingdom and New
Zealand, have given preference to
digital forms of retail both during and
after the lockdown. However, India is
one of the few countries that has not
leveraged the numerous benefits that
e-commerce brings, particularly dur-
ing a lockdown. 

Policy-making towards e-com-
merce, both before and during the
lockdown, may have hindered the
operation of e-commerce entities.
Prior to the lockdown, legacy govern-
ment rule-making on e-commerce pre-
sented several barriers to the growth
of the sector. These included ever-
changing FDI rules, unresolved issues
of data localisation and source code
disclosure as well as the over-regula-
tion of platforms. During the lock-
down, the Government failed to adopt

a clear and consistent approach to pol-
icy formulation vis-a-vis retail. As an
example, both physical and digital
retailers were only allowed to sell essen-
tial goods in the initial phase of the
lockdown. This continued till about
mid-April, when the Government
issued a notification which allowed e-
retailers to deliver non-essential items
from April 20. In conformity with this
order, e-commerce firms began to
make predations to resume their full
scale of operations. However, on April
19, the Government withdrew its
notification, seemingly under pressure
from industry organisations that rep-
resented small and medium traders.
Subsequently, relaxations regarding
delivery of non-essential items were
first given to physical outlets while e-
retail continued to be limited to essen-
tial items for 8-10 days thereafter. The
zonation framework introduced by the
Government additionally preferred
physical outlets in Red zones, as they
could sell a wide range of merchandise
while e-retail tasks were limited to

essential goods.
As pointed out, e-commerce

enjoys numerous advantages over
physical retail, particularly in a situa-
tion where social distancing continues
to be important. Hence, there is a need
to provide a policy environment that
fosters the uptake and adoption of e-
commerce by both consumers and sell-
ers. To achieve this, we recommend a
five-step recovery process. The first
steps are geared towards fostering an
atmosphere of trust and credibility
between the Government and market
entities. 

This can be achieved by holding
regular consultations, opening avenues
for feedback and providing sufficient
notice before major changes. Further,
policy actions should not skew com-
petition between physical and digital
business models. Instead, both mod-
els should be allowed to leverage their
respective strengths. Finally, the
Government must reassess what it
seeks to achieve through its proposed
e-commerce policy. In the current sce-

nario, a policy framework governing
e-retail or e-commerce in general,
should look to assist small enterpris-
es in capacity-building for a digitally
enabled future through the provision
of finance, skill development and
underlying infrastructure. There is,
therefore, a need to move away from
legacy regulatory institutions, based on
licensing and control, to an entity that
actively participates in capacity-build-
ing and development of small and
medium retailers in India. In this con-
text, it is worthwhile to explore the role
being played by digital economy devel-
opment authorities in countries such
as Malaysia and Vietnam, which
actively promote the adoption of dig-
ital solutions and e-commerce for
SMEs as well as consumers. This
approach would be in keeping with the
Government’s focus on a Digital India
where citizens are able to leverage their
connectivity into better opportunities
and prospects. 

(The writer is a research assistant
at the Esya Centre)

Nurture e-retail in a post-pandemic world
This approach would be in keeping with the Centre’s focus on a Digital India where citizens are able to leverage their connectivity into better opportunities 
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MONEY MATTERS

T
extile major Arvind Ltd on
Thursday reported a
consolidated net loss of

Rs 5.86 crore for the quarter
ended on September 30,
2020, impacted by the COVID-
19 pandemic.  The company
had posted a net profit of Rs
49.68 crore in the July-
September quarter a year ago, the company said in a BSE filing.
Total income during the quarter stood at Rs 1,318.95 crore against
Rs 1,973.90 crore in the corresponding quarter a year-ago.
Arvind Ltd said as a result of lockdown to contain the outbreak of
COVID-19, the volumes for the current quarter and half year are
impacted.Revenue from operations and profitability have decreased
due to COVID-19-related market volatility. Therefore, financial
results for quarter and half year ended September 30, 2020, are not
comparable to previous corresponding period results, it added.
Shares of Arvind Ltd were trading 0.29 per cent lower at Rs 34
apiece on the BSE. 

Arvind reports Q2 net loss of 
Rs 5.86 crore

T
oyota Kirloskar Motor
(TKM) on Thursday
announced the launch of

its first regional stockyard in
Guwahati, which aims at
reducing delivery time from
the current 13 days to a
maximum of two days for the
dealers in the northeastern
states. The new stockyard will
significantly enhance distribution efficiency, reduce inventory costs
and turnaround time for dealer working capital besides facilitating
TKM dealers to meet customer requirements faster, the automaker
said in a release.  It will also allow the dealers to focus on the core
area of sales and after-sales to meet customer requirements, it said.
"We are happy to announce the launch of our first regional
stockyard in Guwahati during this auspicious festive season," said
TKM Senior Vice-President (Sales and Service) Naveen Soni. He
added that there has been a rise in demand from this region over
the years . 

Toyota launches first regional
stockyard at Guwahati 

Nokia profit up, new CEO pledges
to boost 5G investments

T
elecom equipment maker
Nokia has reported
improved third-quarter

earnings largely in line with
expectations, but
acknowledged it faced
challenges in the race for new
generation 5G networks.
It pledged to invest more in those networks and said it would
revamp business strategy under its new CEO.The Espoo, Finland-
based maker of new-generation 5G mobile and other networks said
Thursday that net profit for the July-September period was up 14%
at 305 million euros ($358 million). Sales were down 7% at 5.3
billion euros.Nokia's quarterly report is the first one under new CEO
Pekka Lundmark, who took over the company's top spot on Aug. 1.
He said “more change is needed” within Nokia, which has played
catch-up to China's Huawei and Sweden's Ericsson in the lucrative
5G market.“Our financial performance in 2021 is expected to be
challenging,” Lundmark said. 

Gold declines Rs 121, silver
plunges Rs 1,277 

G
old prices fell Rs 121 to Rs
50,630 per 10 gram in the
national capital on Thursday,

according to HDFC Securities.
The precious metal had closed at
Rs 50,751 per 10 gram in the
previous trade. Silver prices also
declined Rs 1,277 to Rs 60,098 per
kilogram from Rs 61,375 per
kilogram in the previous trade. In
the international market, gold rose marginally to USD 1,878 per
ounce, while silver was trading flat at USD 23.30 per ounce. "Gold
prices traded under pressure with strong dollar recovery which
dampened safe-haven demand for gold," HDFC Securities Senior
Analyst (Commodities) Tapan Patel said.  

PNSn NEW DELHI

Contracting for the seventh
consecutive month, the output
of eight core infrastructure
sectors dropped by 0.8 per
cent in September, mainly due
to decline in production of
crude oil, natural gas, refinery
products and cement.

The production of eight core
sectors had contracted 5.1 per
cent in September 2019, data
released by the Commerce and
Industry Ministry showed on
Thursday.

The decline in output during
the month under review was
lowest since March.

Barring coal, electricity and
steel, all sectors -- crude oil,
natural gas, refinery products,

fertiliser and cement -- record-
ed negative growth in
September 2020.

During April-September, the
sectors' output dropped by
14.9 per cent as compared to a
growth of 1.3 per cent in the
same period of the previous

year. The output of crude oil,
natural gas, refinery products,
fertiliser, and cement declined
by 6 per cent, 10.6 per cent, 9.5
per cent, 0.3 per cent, and 3.5
per cent, respectively.

On the other hand, the coal,
steel and electricity sector out-

put grew by 21.2 per cent, 0.9
per cent and 3.7 per cent,
respectively, during the month
under review.

Commenting on the num-
bers, Icra Ltd Principal
Economist Aditi Nayar said,

the substantial improvement in
the core sector performance in
September 2020 was driven by
the base effect-led uptick in
coal production, related to
heavy rainfall and labour issues
in some mines in September
2019. With improved mobili-
ty of people and goods, the
contraction in refinery prod-
ucts halved in September 2020,
an encouraging trend that may
continue in the immediate
term, she said.

"While many lead indicators
have displayed signals of a
strengthening economic recov-
ery in September 2020, we
caution that the sustainability
of the upturn may not be uni-
versal, and await signs of its
durability," she added. 

PNSn NEW DELHI

Plastic export promotion coun-
cil PLEXCONCIL said it
expects positive growth in the
sector's outbound shipments in
the coming months on the
back of global demand and
government support to boost
local production and looks to
achieve exports of USD 25 bil-
lion by 2025. 

Plastics Exports Promotion
Council of India (PLEXCON-
CIL) Chairman Ravish Kamath
said that exports are growing as
customers in Europe and the
US are looking at India as a
reliable supplier. 

He said that exports record-
ed positive growth in
September, "so we expect this
trend to continue and plastics
exports will post much better
results. The council intends to

target plastics' exports of USD
25 billion by calendar year
2025, while posting 20 per
cent growth in the exports
during this fiscal and next". 

He added that the govern-
ment is supporting to increase
domestic production by setting
up of 18 plastic parks.

Talking about challenges
faced by the sector, he told PTI

that finished goods are waiting
in factories and cannot be
exported due to shortage of
containers, which is leading to
expiry of LC's (letter of credit)
and breaching of delivery
schedules. 

"This will greatly affect
credibility of Indian exporters
if not corrected very quickly.
Similarly, as India is import
dependent on polymers,
import shipments are not get-
ting loaded at ports in Europe,

and the US for India due to
which a panic situation has
arisen doubting the availabil-
ity of raw materials on time,"
he said. 

This has led to an unprece-
dented hike in polymer prices,
specially for PVC Resin
wherein India produces only
45 per cent of its mammoth
consumption, he added.

Kamath suggested the gov-
ernment to continue with the
export incentive scheme -

MEIS (merchandise export
from India scheme) and fix-
ation of liberal refund rates for
the sector under RoDTEP
(Remission of Duties or Taxes
on Export Product
(RoDTEP).

He also stated that availabil-
ity of polymers at competitive
prices in India is a challenge
for the sector boosting its
domestic production would
help adequate availability of
polymers in the country at
competitive rates. 

"India does not have any
trade agreements with any of
these regions / countries due
to which our exporters are
unable to compete. If the gov-
ernment can forge a trade
agreement with these regions
/ countries, our exporters
would be able to increase
exports," he said.

PLEXCONCIL targets $25 bn shipments

PNSn NEW DELHI

Equity benchmark Sensex
tumbled 173 points on
Thursday, tracking losses in
index majors HDFC twins,
L&T and HUL as volatility per-
sisted amid expiry of month
derivatives contracts.

Lacklustre cues from glob-
al markets also kept domestic
investors on the edge, traders
said.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
ended 172.61 points or 0.43
per cent lower at 39,749.85.
The broader NSE Nifty fell
58.80 points or 0.50 per cent to
11,670.80. L&T was the top
laggard in the Sensex pack,
dropping around 5 per cent,
followed by Titan, ONGC,
Axis Bank, HUL, M&M and
HDFC. On the other hand,
Asian Paints, UltraTech

Cement, HCL Tech, Kotak
Bank and Reliance Industries
were among the gainers.
According to traders, market
volatility was heightened as
October futures and options
contracts expired. The Indian
market opened on a subdued
note following mixed global
cues as coronavirus cases in the
Europe surged and several

countries considered re-
imposing strict lockdown mea-
sures, said Narendra Solanki,
Head- Equity Research
(Fundamental), Anand Rathi
Shares & Stock Brokers.

During the afternoon ses-
sion, the markets continued to
trade weak with selloff in met-
als, auto, realty and financial
stocks, he added.

Sensex sheds 173 pts amid F&O
expiry; Nifty slips below 11,700

Eight core industries' output
contracts 0.8 pc in September

PNSn NEW DELHI

In order to help the jute
industry, the government on
Thursday decided that 100
per cent food grains and 20
per  cent  sugar  wi l l  be
mandatorily packaged in jute
bags.

A decision to extend the
norms for mandatory pack-
aging in jute materials was
taken by the Union Cabinet,
Information and
Broadcast ing Minister
Prakash Javadekar said while
briefing reporters about the
meeting.

Govt makes packaging of food
grains in jute bags mandatory

PNSn MATHURA

Mutual funds offer one of the
most transparent and cost
effective investment options to
all categories of investors, irre-
spective of gender or financial
constraints and other consid-
erations, Surya Kant Sharma,
Senior Consultant - North
India, Association of Mutual
Funds in India (Amfi) said on
Thursday.

"To counter COVID-19
type challenges in life, finan-
cial planning has to be an inte-
gral part of wealth creation,"
Sharma said while delivering
the keynote address for a
webinar on 'Strategy for man-
aging personal finance includ-
ing mutual funds during and
after COVID-19'.

He said each family should

maintain an emergency fund
for catering to basic needs for
at least 9-12 months to safe-
guard against unforeseen
developments like the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Mutual funds provide not
only short-term investment
options but also medium-
term and long-term invest-
ment solutions for sustained
wealth creation for all
investors, he said.

"Even during distress situa-
tion like the ongoing COVID-
19 pandemic, investors have
the option to continue, defer,
suspend or discontinue their
investments in mutual fund
schemes," Sharma said.

Investment in mutual funds
paves the way for better return
than a savings bank account,
he added.

Mutual funds offer
transparent options

PNSn NEW DELHI

Australia-based REA Group
Ltd will hike its stake to take
controlling interest in Elara
Technologies, which owns
three leading realty portals in
India including Housing.com,
in a cash and equity deal esti-
mated up to USD 70 million.

US-based News Corp,
which has a majority stake in
online realty firm REA group,
will also increase its stake in
Elara Technologies to 38.9 per
cent from 22.1 per cent by
acquiring preference shares
worth USD 34.5 million.

REA Group said in a state-
ment that it has "entered into
a binding agreement to
increase its ownership interest
in Elara Technologies Pte Ltd."

On completion of the deal,
REA will hold five out of nine
board seats and is expected to
have a shareholding between
47.2 per cent and 61.1 per cent,
it added. "The total consider-
ation for the transaction is
expected to be in the range of
USD 50 million-USD 70 mil-

lion with USD 34.5 million
payable out of existing cash
reserves and the balance in
newly issued REA shares,"
REA said.According to market
sources, the deal has been
entered at an enterprise value
of over USD 160 million
(around Rs 1,200 crore).

REA to buy controlling stake in Elara for up to
USD 70 mn; News Corp to hike stake

PNSn NEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet on
Thursday raised the price of
ethanol for doping in petrol
by 5-8 per cent, I&B Minister
Prakash Javadekar said.

The move will help farm-
ers get remunerative price
while also cutting down oil
imports, he said.

As much as 10 per cent
ethanol is doped in petrol.

The move also checks
pollution as ethanol is envi-
ronment-friendly, the minis-
ter added. 

PNSn NEW DELHI

Markets regulator Sebi has
imposed a fine on an employ-
ee of Biocon Ltd for violating
insider trading norms while
dealing in the company's
shares.

The employee, P Ravishan
kar (noticee), general manag-
er of the project department of
Biocon at the time of investi-
gation and also a designated
person, has been penalised Rs

3 lakh by the regulator for vio-
lating provisions of the
Prohibition of Insider Trading
(PIT) norms.

The watchdog conducted

an investigation with respect
to his transactions between
August 31, 2018, and October
1, 2018.

The investigation carried
out by the regulator found
that Ravishankar, who held
19,500 shares of the compa-
ny, acquired through exercise
of employee stock option
plan (ESOP), sold 5,000
shares in September 2018
without seeking pre-clear-
ance from the compliance

officer. He had also indulged
in contra trades of buying
and selling shares, Sebi
noted. In terms of PIT
Regulations, every promoter,
employee and director of
every company shall disclose
to the company the number
of securities acquired or dis-
posed of within two trading
days of the transaction if the
value of the securities trad-
ed crosses a certain thresh-
old.

PNSn NEW DELHI

Teachmint, an online teaching
platform, on Thursday said it
has raised USD 3.5 million
(about Rs 25.9 crore) in seed
funding, led by Lightspeed
India and existing investors,
Better Capital and Titan
Capital.

This is the second round of
funding for Teachmint after it
raised its first round in August
this year, a statement said.

Teachmint will leverage this
funding for building out its
product suite, introducing
additional offerings and
increasing geographic reach to
more tutors, it added.

Launched in May this year
by Mihir Gupta, Payoj Jain,
Divyansh Bordia and
Anshuman Kumar, Teachmint
enables offline tutors to digi-
tise their classrooms, engage
online with existing students
as well as reach out to a wider
student base. Teachmint has

developed a mobile-first,
video-first product that
enables ease of content deliv-
ery, engagement and evalua-
tion and business workflow
tools. Within five months of
launch, Teachmint has added
more than 1.2 lakh tutors
across over 1,000 cities and
towns to its platform.

Harsha Kumar, Partner at
Lightspeed India, said India's
tutoring and coaching market
is estimated to be over USD 25
billion, and is fragmented into
millions of tutors and coach-
ing centres.

PNSn NEW DELHI

Ahead of starting the next
wave of gas production from
the KG basin, UK-based super-
major BP Plc has pitched for
oil and gas producers sharing
their infrastructure to help
cut costs and monetise small
and marginal discoveries.

BP, which in partnership
with Reliance Industries Ltd is
investing USD 5 billion in
developing three sets of discov-
eries in the Krishna Godavari
basin block KG-D6, also want-
ed sanctity of contracts to be

honoured and policy stability.
Speaking at the India Energy

Forum of CERAWeek, BP's
India head Sashi Mukundan
said policy and decision mak-
ing must support raising

domestic oil and gas produc-
tion by adopting best interna-
tional practices. He also made
a case for offering incentives
for doing better than targeted
production rather than impos-
ing penalties.

"One of the things that sur-
prised me when I came to
India was that you don't see
upstream companies working
together and sharing infra-
structure," he said, giving an
example of a hub called Nikara
that BP and Royal Dutch Shell
have created in the Gulf of
Mexico.

PNSn NEW DELHI

Debt-ridden telecom firm
Vodafone Idea on Thursday
reported narrowing of its
consolidated loss to Rs
7,218.2 crore for the quarter
ended September 2020. 

The company had posted a
loss of Rs 50,897.9 crore in
the same quarter of the pre-
vious fiscal on account of
making provisions for statu-
tory due payments.  Total
income declined by about 3
per cent to Rs 10,830.5 crore
during the reported quarter,
from Rs 11,146.4 crore in the
corresponding period of
2019-20. Vodafone Idea MD
and CEO Ravinder Takkar
said while challenges related
to COVID-19 continue, the
second quarter has shown
signs of recovery with a grad-
ual improvement in econom-
ic activities.

PNSn NEW DELHI

Drug firm Laurus Labs on
Thursday reported an over
four-fold jump in its consoli-
dated net profit to Rs 242.27
crore for the quarter ended in
September on account of
robust sales.

The company had posted a
net profit of Rs 56.55 crore for
the corresponding period of

the previous fiscal, Laurus
Labs said in a filing to BSE.

Consolidated revenue from
operations of the company
stood at Rs 1,138.84 crore for the
quarter under consideration. It
was Rs 712.42 crore for the same
period a year ago, it added.  The
board of directors has approved
an interim dividend of 80 paise
per equity share of Rs 2 each, the
filing said.

PNSn NEW DELHI

The government on
Thursday banned exports of
onion seeds with immediate
effect amidst rising prices of
the bulb in the domestic
markets.

Earlier, the export of onion
seeds was in the restricted
category, which means an
exporter was required to
obtain a licence or permission
from the government for
shipments.

"The export of onion seeds
is prohibited, with immediate
effect," the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT) said in a notification.

It added that the provisions
under transitional arrange-
ment shall not be applicable.

Teachmint raises $3.5mn from
Lightspeed India, others

Sebi fines Biocon staff for violating norms

BP pitches for infra sharing 
with cos like ONGC

Govt hikes
ethanol price 
by 5-8pc

Vodafone Idea
Q2 loss
narrows

Laurus Labs Q2 net profit jumps
over four-fold to Rs 242.27 cr

Govt bans
export of
onion seeds

The production of

eight core sectors

had contracted 5.1

per cent in

September 2019,

data released by

the Commerce and

Industry Ministry

showed

Plastics Exports Promotion Council

of India (PLEXCONCIL) Chairman

Ravish Kamath said that exports are

growing as customers in Europe and

the US are looking at India as a

reliable supplier
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Few actors in the
entertainment industry

have always mesmerised
the audiences with their

outstanding
performances! Fewer of
them have successfully
created a huge impact.

One such actor, who has
proved his dedication

towards the craft by
delivering a flawless

performance is Gagan
Anand. Tinsel town’s
rising star Gagan has

been enthralling viewers
all over the country with

his charming looks and
versatility ever since he

released the teaser of his
upcoming web series

Bicchoo Ka Khel. This
multi-talented actor,
through his different
qualities, has left the
audience wanting for

more. He talks to 
The Pioneer’s 

SHIKHA DUGGAL on
his journey, his latest

projects, dream 
role and more

hat made you
take up this
project?

Dark roles
always fascinat-

ed me. This is a very com-
plex character with unlit
undertones of revenge, sex-
uality and politics. Apart
from my character, the
overall story and dialogues
are so cool that I couldn’t
say no to it. Ashish Shukla
is the director of the series
and he’s as humble as can
be. I saw Undekhi earlier, it
really made me want to
work with him. His main
focus has always been to
extract incredible perfor-
mances from his actors.

How was the shooting
experience post an
extensive lockdown?

With proper precautions
and norms laid by the gov-
ernment, we started shoot-
ing. I was extremely happy
to resume shooting. We’ve
come back with even more
positive energy for the
shoot. Everybody is taking
precautions and wearing
protective gears, sometimes
funnily leading to confu-
sions about who’s who. We
are very positive and I
hope everything will go

smoothly. We are coming
to meet our audiences!

Tell us something
about your character
and how you prepped
for it?

I am playing an assassin
who is hired to kill people.
In real life, I am a man of
few words but reel life dif-
fers, I was asked to adorn a
Banarasi accent. I did a
couple of readings with the
dialogue writer and
worked religiously on my
physique. Due to the lock-
down, the gyms were shut,
so I had to work extra for
my body and maintain a
balanced diet. There will
be disputes and money
etc., with some startling
action sequences.
Hopefully, this series will
stand out! Will I succeed?
To know more about it,
wait for me to nail it in
Bicchoo Ka Khel.

How was it working
with Mirzapur-fame
Divyendu Sharma?

Amazing fun — he is a
great actor and we all know
it. Outdoor shoots were
even more fun with him.
Though we were running
on a busy schedule in
Banaras, he always man-

aged to find time to chill
after pack-up. We were bal-
ancing work with fun!

What’s your dream
role?

Referred to as the tale of
lust and valour, my dream
role has always been to
play Allauddin Khilji from
Padmavat because I look to
raise the bar. The character
comes across as very royal,
opulent, grand and breath-
taking. I would love to
experiment with an eye-
catchy look like that, simi-
lar to one of the characters
from Game of Thrones.

How do you think OTT
platforms are chang-
ing the dynamics?

Thanks to OTT, I didn’t
sit at home for even a sec-
ond in these last two years
apart from the lockdown.
It has changed our lives
drastically! We all have
become so busy
because of it. Talking
about creativity, OTT
has given us the liber-
ty to express our
thoughts and present it
in our own uncensored
manner. OTT is absolutely
the new flavour of the sea-
son and has already been
accepted by the audiences.

TALE OF THE
BANARASI BABU
W

arlier this week,
Hyderabad’s
upscale restau-
rant Olive Bistro
hosted a dining
experience of a

different kind. With social
distancing being the new
and accepted norm for in-
house dining, as well as fifty
percent occupancy, what
better way to ensure it than
getting mannequins to
occupy a couple of tables?

“While mannequins are
being used globally at the
finest restaurants in Paris,
London and New York to
ensure social distancing, we
at Olive took the trend a
step ahead by dressing the
mannequins in haute cou-
ture,” shares Shaaz
Mehmood, partner Olive
Bistro Hyderabad. 

So, couturier Gaurav
Gupta, who opened the
India Couture Week 2020
conducted digitally this
September, (India’s first-ever
virtual fashion show of this
scale) gets to showcase his
ethereal wedding gowns in
all their drapy silouhettes
for a fortnight from now.
“We are planning
#TheBistroRunway as a bi-
monthly affair, so in two
weeks from now, it will be
designer duo Shantanu &
Nikhil who will get to show-
case their collections and
going forward, we will be
perhaps continuing with
other designers,” adds
Shaaz.

Perceived as a win-win
situation for both the
designer and the restaurant,
it is the closest one can get
to a physical fashion show,
minus the models and the
ramp walk, of course, in this
Covid era. 

“It is a brand collabora-
tion of the best kind, the
designer gets brand visibility

which might get converted
to orders and for the restau-
rant, it adds to both visual
quotient and the footfalls,
hopefully,” opines Rajveer
Kaur, marketing and PR
professional. 

For diners who were
invited to this select pre-
view, sipping on their G&T’s
and chomping Prawn Fritti,
fashion zoomed into focus,
with the city’s best fashion
bloggers getting a preview of
the season’s collections. 

For fashionpreneurs like
Kamini Saraf, online cus-
tomisation and fittings are
the way forward, although
Angasutra, the high-end
designer store, which she
partners, recently launched
physically, the hugely popu-
lar online designer shopping
portal Pernia’s Pop-Up

Studio and is now currently
hosting a high-end jewellery
showcase by Raj Mahtani.
“In the US and Europe
designer brands are held
liable for size misfits etc. In
India, perfection in brands
is yet to be realised, there-
fore I would always prefer
physical shopping and cus-
tomised fittings, wherever
possible. Having said that, I
don’t think I have shopped
as much online in all these
years as I have done during
the pandemic,” adds
Kamini, who had to forego
hosting the triannual
Fashion Yatra, for the first
time in fifteen years.

“We had a sale of Manish
Malhotra’s collections at
Angasutra, which did fabu-
lously well, but I thought we
should also practise some

business ethics by not host-
ing physical exhibitions,
especially in cases like
Fashion Yatra, which has
designers participating from
across the country, and in
this situation I could not
even think of hosting it at
all this year,” adds Kamini. 

But what about recession
and the loss of jobs and
business revenues, isn’t that
impacting high-end design-
er brand sales? “I think the
biggest takeaway from
Corona is that we are per-
haps learning the more
humane values of life, like
compassion and patience.
We have seen bigger strug-
gles this year, people strug-
gling to hold onto their jobs
and lives, migrants to their
homes etc. And working
from home has meant that

we are prioritising comfort
and our ego of how I should
dress up and look my best,
has taken a backseat,” shares
Shivani Mohan, brand host-
ess of dining app Dineout
Passport, and a spiffy dress-

er. “One doesn’t know when
the cycle will rebound and
our vanities will return, but
till that time haute couture
will be only endorsed dur-
ing weddings and by the
affluent. Also, the resulting

bar on socialising and big-
ticket events has meant that
shoppers like me who feel
tempted to buy for every
occasion have learnt to rein
in temptation and make do
with one’s wardrobes, recy-
cling and revamping,” adds
Shivani.  

“Online shopping is cer-
tainly the way forward and
is here to stay,” agrees mar-
keting consultant Shailya
Mehta Bhandari, who hel-
ped design and curate The
Pink Flamingo, an online
luxury shopping extrava-
ganza, which was hosted by
the Ladies Circle of the
Round Table, Rotary Club
of India recently this month. 

The portal offered a great
platform for displaying skill
sets of locked-down, cre-
ative women who had stuff
ranging from clothes (both
for men, women and chil-
dren), lifestyle accessories to
edibles for showcasing.
“Interestingly, we had par-
ticipants from outside
Hyderabad too and while it
was initially slated for 3
days, we eventually had 
sellers exhorting us to
extend it for two more days,
as they were doing very
well. The sale proceeds,
which came from the
exhibitor’s fees went towards
a NGO in Domakunda,
which offers vocational

training to women,” adds
Shailya. 

With Diwali and the mar-
riage season round the cor-
ner, can fashion designers
still afford to be high-end?
“My friend in Hyderabad
shopped for an Anamika
Khanna outfit from her
store in Mumbai and got a
whopping 50 percent dis-
count after the designer's
team did extensive video
calling and back and forth,”
shares Shailya. 

“For any wedding, be it
Telugu or Marwari or
Punjabi, there is a given
budget for brideswear. But I
guess the pre-wedding
events this year like sangeet,
mehendi will see recycled
wardrobes not just for the
families, but also for the
bride and groom. Also,
fashion industry is hugely
labour-intensive and this
year, there are fewer collec-
tions, and even in pret wear,
like Zara and H&M, you see
the same old stuff being
recycled,” adds Kamini. 

Clearly this year is not the
best place to ve for design-
ers, as prudence will rule for
a while, till the vaccine
comes along and the econo-
my bounds back. Till then,
happy window-shopping for
not-so-urgent shoppers and
prudent negotiations for the
serious buyers!

E
SWATI SUCHARITA, Senior journalist

Fashion Forward 2020

Olive took the global
trend of maintaining
social distancing
using mannequins a
step ahead by
dressing them up in
haute couture 

REFERRED TO AS
THE TALE OF LUST
AND VALOUR,
GAGAN'S DREAM
ROLE IS
ALLAUDDIN
KHILJI FROM
PADMAVAT,
BECAUSE
HE LOOKS
TO RAISE
THE
BAR.

Olive BBistro
launches iits
#TheBistroRunway
initiative wwith
Gaurav GGupta
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‘AAHWANAM’
TO WELCOME ALL

E
vent management firm Vajra Group, forayed into the
hospitality industry with its first venture Aahwanam —
The Convention Centre, that was formally inaugurated

by Chief Guest Sampoornesh Babu, Satish Jai, Sanjosh,
Bishnu Adhikari, Suman
Prasad, and Karteek. 

FUN 

Rules

ARCHIE

GARFIELD

SUDOKU

REALITY CHECK SPEED BUMP CROSSWORD

GINGER MEGGS

NANCY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

l Each row and column can
contain each number (1 to 9)
exactly once.

l The sum of all numbers in
any row or column must
equal 45.

Yesterday’s solution

what’s brewing?
FESTIVE OFFERS

POUR IN

B
ajaj Electronics had actress

Mannara Chopra
announce the launch of

their festive offer of Rs 1 crore cash
prize and 25 Alto 800 cars that you

can avail by shopping for their
electronic goods,

filling up the
coupons with

your details.
Who knows,
you could be

the next
winner of
the cash

prize and
a car!

l Bishnu

l Mannara Chopra

l Nikita Tanwani

l Sanjosh and Satish Jai

l Arunkumar and Sampoornesh Babul Diksha Navani

l
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CHANDINI TO HEADLINE A THRILLER 
ON LINGUISTIC FORENSICS

The Vizag girl, who is basking in the glory of Colour

Photo, will be seen in a challenging and interesting role
in the untitled film written by lyricist-filmmaker Krishna

Chaitanya, reports NAGARAJ GOUD
esides being a promi-
nent lyricist who has
penned some block-
buster songs, Krishna
Chaitanya has proved
his range and depth as

a script writer with his directorial
efforts, Rowdy Fellow and Chal
Mohan Ranga. Before he embarks
on the ambitious journey of
directing his two-part high-volt-
age political drama, Power Peta,
with Nithiin from early next year,
the director, The Pioneer has
exclusively learnt, has penned a
story, which has been picked up
by a new production house head-
ed by Charan.

A source close to the develop-
ment tells us, “It’s a female-cen-
tric thriller on linguistic foren-
sics. The subject matter is some-

thing new to the Telugu audience
and Charan is upbeat about it. He
has roped in Chandini Chowdary
to spearhead it, while debutant
Kalyan, a mass communications
student who has been an assistant
director on multiple films in the
recent past, has been signed on to
helm it. Chandini has got a chal-
lenging and interesting role. She
needs to prep extensively for it
before filming.”

The source adds that filming
will commence next month in
Hyderabad and the makers are in
the process of finalising the tech-
nical crew and other cast mem-
bers. “The official announcement
is around the corner. Krishna
Chaitanya has also written the
film’s dialogues,” the source con-
cludes.

B

Sam thanks
uncle Nag for
helping her
‘overcome
hosting fears'

amantha
Akkineni, who
hosted an
episode of
popular reality
show Bigg Boss

4 last week due to the
unavailability of her
superstar uncle
Nagarjuna, dubbed the
experience as something
she will remember.
Taking to her Instagram
space on Thursday, the
actress, who hasn't
watched a single episode
of the show before taking
over the hosting duties,
extended thanks to
Nagarjuna for helping
her overcome her jitters.
“An experience to
remember… Never
thought I'd be on the Big
Boss stage as host ! Only

because I was given this
responsibility by my
Mamagaru.. I could find
the strength to overcome
my fears… the fear that I
had no experience host-
ing , the fear of Telugu ..
I had never even watched
an episode before..
Thankyou mama for
helping me overcome my
fears and trusting me
with this (sic),” she 
wrote.

Although the critics may
have been divided on her
hosting skills, she is happy
for all the love she received
after the episode. “I was
jumping with joy And GK
Mohan garu for handhold-
ing me through a very
demanding Maha episode
of #bigbossseason4,” she
wrote further.

S
Flaunting bridal glow

T
he wedding festivities of Kajal Aggarwal, who will tie the knot with
entrepreneur Gautam Kitchlu today in Mumbai, are at full-swing at her
house. On Thursday, she posted a picture from the mehendi

ceremony, flaunting the deep colour of henna on her hands. She was
dressed in a mint green salwar suit with golden chandbalis, while being all
smiles for the camera. She captioned the picture stating,
“#kajgautkitched”.

treaming on aha since last
week, Colour Photo, fronted
by Suhas, Chandini
Chowdary and Sunil, con-
tinues to be a beneficiary of
positive feedback from the

industry. After the likes of Ravi Teja,
Nani and Sai Tej, the latest to have
raved about the film is actor Jagapathi
Babu. Taking to Twitter, the senior
actor said that the film’s success is a tes-
timony to the fact it is heart and soul
that makes a film to succeed but not
stardom and money. “I am glad this
film once again proves that it is not just
the currency and stardom that makes
movie a hit..it is more heart and
soul...most of the times I wonder about
what am I doing here when the young-
sters are pacing far more ahead in cre-

ativity and naturality (sic),” the actor
posted on Thursday.

Lauding the efforts of the principal
team, he added, “Seeing what I believed
in. I am totally impressed by watching
#ColourPhoto. super kid
@SandeepRaaajdid a great job for his
age. @ActorSuhas a good actor proved
to be a hero, @kaalabhairava7 whom I
am really fond of as a person and his
sensibilities of music always impresses
me (sic),” Jagapathi wrote.

Actor Satyadev too posted an appre-
ciation message on Thursday. “Been
some time since I’ve watched a touch-
ing love story. Edipinchesaru ! Love you
my darlings for making a beautiful film.
Every department excelled and thus we
have a smile,” he wrote on Twitter tag-
ging the film’s key team.C

ol
ou

r 
P

ho
to

 w
in

s 
Ja

ga
pa

th
i's

 h
ea

rt

S
andamuri
Balakrishna’s
untitled next
with Boyapati
Sreenu has
resumed in

Hyderabad on Thursday-
nearly eight months after
its shoot was put on
pause mode due to the
pandemic. While the
makers confirmed the
same, they refused to
reveal information about

whether Balayya had
joined the sets on
Thursday or not. 

The film’s team, how-
ever, is following safety
protocols. The present
schedule will go uninter-
rupted until December 3,
with majority of the
filming set to take place
at Ramoji Film City,
Hyderabad.

In the action-enter-
tainer with an underly-

ing social message,
Balayya will be seen in
dual roles — of which
one role is that of an
aghora. Expectations are
high on this untitled film
as it marks the reteaming
up of the actor and
Boyapati after successful
ventures like Simha and
Legend in the past.
Produced by M Ravinder
Reddy, the film has
music by Thaman.

Balayya-Boyapati
film back on sets

N

Allari Naresh
completes Naandhi

he filming of Allari
Naresh’s next,
Naandhi, with
debutant director
Vijay
Kanakamedala has

been wrapped up, film’s pro-
ducer Satish Vegesna said on
Thursday. Before the pan-
demic forced the unit to take
an extensive break of six
months, the film was 90 per-
cent wrapped up.

Inspired by a true story, the
film follows an undertrial
(played by Naresh) brought to

Chanchalguda prison,
Hyderabad, for a crime that
he didn’t commit. A hard-hit-
ting social drama, it will draw
attention to the torture he
faces at the hands of cops and
how he finally comes out of
the prison. 

The film, which is Naresh’s
57, co-stars Varalakshmi
Sarathkumar, Priyadarshi,
Praveen, Harish Uttaman,
and Devi Prasad in support-
ing roles. A Sri Charan Pakala
musica, it has dialogues by
popular writer Abburi Ravi.

T



MELBOURNE: Australia on Thursday
included young all-rounder Cameron
Green in their T20 and ODI squad
for the limited-overs series against
India while Moises Henriques
returned to national fold after three
years following his exploits in the Big
Bash League.

India will play three ODIs
(November 27, 29,
December 2) and as many
T20Is (December 4, 6, 8)
against Australia.

“Cameron’s domestic
form has been outstanding
and he has carried it
through for Western
Australia this summer.
As a potential player of
the future this is an
opportunity for him to
be part of the squad and
build on his experience,”
national selector Trevor
Hohns was quoted as
saying by Cricket Australia.

Australia have focussed on bat-
ting all-rounders while picking their

limited overs squad.
Henriques had led Sydney Sixers

to KFC Big Bash title last summer
with a strike rate close to 150.

“Moises is a tremendous cricketer
with loads of experience and is a great
person to have around the group. His
form was extremely impressive in
leading the Sixers to the BBL title last
summer and he has played well at the
start of this season,” Hohns said.

Mitchell Marsh, who injured his
ankle during the ongoing IPL, was
not considered but he may make a
comeback to the side for the A side

before the Test series.
ODI & T20 squad: Aaron
Finch (C), Sean Abbott,

Ashton Agar, Alex Carey ,
Pat Cummins (vc),
Cameron Green, Josh
Hazlewood, Moises

Henriques, Marnus
Labuschagne, Glenn Maxwell,
Daniel Sams, Kane Richardson,

Steven Smith, Mitchell Starc, Marcus
Stoinis, Matthew Wade, David
Warner and Adam Zampa. PTI

PTI n ABU DHABI

Arampaging Kings XI Punjab
would look to extend their

exceptional run and inch clos-
er to a Play-offs berth while
Rajasthan Royals would be des-
perate to stay alive in the tour-
nament when the two sides
clash, here on Friday.

It has been a dramatic turn-
around for the KL Rahul-led
side after a string a losses earli-
er in the tournament.

They have managed to
weave together five consecutive
wins against the top four sides
in the tournament, infusing life
into their campaign. They are in
fourth position with 12 points
from as many games, while the
Royals have slumped to the
penultimate spot with 10 points
having suffered seven defeats
from 12 outings.

It’s a mad scramble for the
play-offs. With Mumbai Indians

all but through, six teams are in
the hunt for the remaining
three spots.

The Royals can’t afford to
slip up, if they lose on Friday
they will be out of the reckon-
ing while a defeat for Punjab will
dent their chances for a top-four
finish.

They would
expect their skipper
Rahul, the leading
run-scorer of the
tournament, to fire
in the crucial game
after three under-
whelming per-
f o r m a n c e s
with the bat.

T h e
addition of
Chris Gayle
has done
wonders for
the team’s
confidence.

It is to be seen if Mayank

Agarwal, who missed two
games with a bruised knee,
returns to the side. In his
absence, Mandeep Singh rev-
elled in the role of an opener
with a match-winning
unbeaten 66 in the win
against Kolkata Knight
Riders.

Punjab’s bowl-
ing, which has been their
weakest link throughout
the tournament, has been

exceptional in their recent
wins, choking the oppo-

sition for runs.
The Royals will

also be high on con-
fidence after their
morale boosting
win over table
toppers Mumbai
and would be
desperate to
keep the win-
ning momen-
tum going.

The biggest positive for the
Royals is Ben Stokes roaring
back to form after rusty displays
in previous five outings. The
English all-rounder, who has

been elevated to the
role of opener,
smashed an unbeaten
107 to help seal a
seven-wicket win

over Mumbai.
Sanju Samson is also back

among runs, while Jos Buttler
has looked erratic. That skipper
Steve Smith is in the middle of
a lean patch will augur well for
KXIP.

The Jofra Archer-led bowl-
ing attack has looked ordinary.
The Barbados-born English
pacer, who is having a stellar
individual season with 17 wick-
ets from 12 matches with an
economy of 6.71, has done most
of the heavy lifting with the ball
without adequate support from
the rest of the bowlers.

KL Rahul 595 runs

Kagiso Rabada 23 wickets
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MOTION PICTURE

DUGOUTHe (Suryakumar) has had a good
tournament and today he was the
difference, getting that score and
scoring as quickly as he did. (He)
put Chahal under pressure, with
some good boundaries and sixes

We always spoke about one of
the top three batters, or top four
batters, bat all the way through
if you are chasing and win the
game for us. He (Surya) has
done that more often than not

It is (opening innings) something
that I have sort of always wanted
to slowly and gradually get into.
So yeah, really enjoying the
opportunity and responsibility I've
been given here at the Royals

The team management and
Rohit told me before the start
of the tournament that you
have played enough to take
the game deep. I am glad I
have been able to do it

TODAY

Live from 7:30pm
STAR SSPORTS 11

VVSS

Old tweets of Suryakumar Yadav praising RCB skipper Virat Kohli
have resurfaced after Surya's match-winning knock for Mumbai 

POINTS TABLE
P W L NRR PTS

1 MI 12 8 4 +1.186 16

2 RCB 12 7 5 +0.048 14

3 DC 12 7 5 +0.030 14

4 KXIP 12 6 6 -0.049 12

5 KKR 13 6 7 -0.467 12

6 SRH 12 5 7 +0.396 10

7 RR 12 5 7 -0.505 10

8 CSK 13 5 8 -0.532 10

MATCHES 20

KINGS XI PUNJAB 09

RAJASTHAN ROYALS 11

AFP n TURIN

Marcus Rashford was again the star
for Manchester United in the

Champions League with a hat-trick in a
5-0 thumping of RB Leipzig on
Wednesday as Barcelona put their off-
field troubles to one side to win 2-0 away
to a Juventus side deprived of Cristiano
Ronaldo.

Rashford’s late goal earned
United a 2-1 victory away to Paris
Saint-Germain last week and at Old
Trafford, the England striker came
on as a second-half substitute and
scored three times from the 74th
minute on in what was a fine win
against last season’s semi-final-
ists.

Paul Pogba released
Mason Greenwood to open
the scoring in the first half,
before the youngster made
way for Rashford after the
break and Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer’s side ran away
with the game to make it two
wins from two in Group H.

Anthony Martial also
netted from the penalty
spot as United ruthlessly
exposed the side who
currently top the
G e r m a n
Bundesliga and
went clear at the top
of the section.

“We looked dangerous
throughout and that we
could score every time we

went forward,” said Rashford. “It was a
real team performance.”

Meanwhile PSG got their
campaign up and running by
beating Istanbul Basaksehir 2-0

in Turkey, although they lost
Neymar to an adductor injury
in the first half.

Both PSG’s goals were
scored in the second half by

Moise Kean, the on-loan Everton
striker heading in Kylian Mbappe’s
corner in the 64th minute and
then turning to fire in the sec-
ond late on.

B A R C A
BOUNCE BBACK

In Turin,
B a r c e l o n a

bounced back
from their week-

end defeat in the
Clasico against Real

Madrid and shut out the
boardroom crisis which led to

president Josep Maria
Bartomeu resigning on
Tuesday.

Ronald Koeman’s
side had luck on their
side as they took the

lead through a

deflected Ousmane Dembele strike and
then saw Alvaro Morata have three goals
disallowed for offside for the hosts.

The absence of Ronaldo because of
a positive coronavirus test meant no
chance to see him renew his on-field
rivalry with Lionel Messi, but the
Argentine got his name on the scoresheet
late on, netting a stoppage-time penalty
to seal Barca’s second victory in as many
Group G outings.

“This was our best game all season,”
said Koeman.

Juve had Turkish defender Merih
Demirel sent off late on as their under-
whelming start to the season under

novice coach Andrea Pirlo contin-
ued.

Their next game is away at
Ferencvaros, who came from behind
to draw 2-2 with 10-man Dynamo
Kiev in Budapest.

ZIYECH IIMPRESSES
In Group E Chelsea were compre-

hensive 4-0 winners away to Krasnodar
in Russia, with Jorginho missing a
penalty before Callum Hudson-Odoi
opened the scoring.

Timo Werner smashed in a spot-kick
on 76 minutes to double Chelsea’s lead,
with Hakim Ziyech and Christian Pulisic
adding late goals.

Sevilla beat Rennes 1-0 in the same
section with Luuk de Jong scoring the
only goal.

Borussia Dortmund claimed their
first points in Group F with Jadon
Sancho’s 78th-minute penalty and Erling
Braut Haaland’s stoppage-time strike
securing a 2-0 win over Zenit Saint-
Petersburg.

The Germans are a point behind
Lazio and Club Brugge, who drew 1-1 in
Belgium with a Hans Vanaken penalty
securing a draw for the hosts.

Lionel Messi hugs Leonardo Bonucci after Barca
beat Juventus in Turin on Wednesday AP

Rohit Sharma knew it way before that Suryakumar has the potential
to be a big player. In his tweet that he posted way back in 2011,
Rohit Sharma had stated that his IPL and state teammate
Suryakumar would be a player to watch out for in future.

Former cricketer Manoj Tiwary praised Team India head coach Ravi
Shastri's tweet on Suryakumar Yadav after his match-winning
knock against Royal Challengers Bangalore

MORRIS, HARDIK REPRIMANDED  
RCB all-rounder Chris Morris and his Mumbai Indians'
counterpart Hardik Pandya have been reprimanded for a
verbal altercation during their teams' IPL clash. The
incident took place in the 19th over of MI's chase when
Pandya struck Morris for a massive six and gestured
towards the South African. Morris got his revenge when
he dismissed Pandya in the fifth ball of the over and gave
him a send off. A press release from the IPL said that both
of them admitted to breaching the Code of Conduct.

FEELING VERY GOOD, SAYS KAPIL DEV
A week after undergoing angioplasty, the legendary Kapil
Dev on Thursday greeted his former India teammates from
the 1983 World Cup, saying he is “feeling very good” and
eager to meet everyone soon. The 61-year-old underwent
the procedure after suffering a heart attack. “My family 83.
The weather is very pleasant and I am very eager to meet
you all. I am feeling very good. Thanks to all for your
wishes and concern,” an enthusiastic Kapil, dressed in a
purple T-shirt, said in a video which he shared with his
1983 teammates. “I am hoping that we all will meet pretty
soon. I will try to meet you all as early as possible. We
have approached the end of the year and I am confident
that we will have a great start to next year. Love you all,”
he added.

PTI n NEW DELHI 

Chennai Super Kings’ unflinching
reliance on experience over youth has

been their undoing this IPL season, said
West Indies batting icon Brian Lara, urg-
ing the franchise to give its younger lot
a chance in the remaining games. One of
the most successful sides in the history
of the tournament, CSK are languishing
at the bottom of the points table. While
most sides nurture youngsters, that has
not been the case with the Mahendra
Singh Dhoni led side, often referred to
as Dads Army.

“I think they (CSK) have got a lot of
older players. There are not any young
players coming through the line-up.
You look at it. Even their overseas play-
ers, they have been around for a long
time,” Lara said on Star Sports’ Select
Dugout.

“So, they have backed experience
over youth, and this has really turned
upside down for them,” he added.

It is the first time Dhoni and his men
have failed to clear the league stage, hav-
ing managed only eight points so far after
four wins.

The three-time champions’ poor run
this season has put a question-mark on
their approach, leading to heavy criticism
of Dhoni, who has been accused of not
showing enough faith in the youngsters.

“It’s just an unbelievable season so far.
You know, every time they turn up, we’re
very hopeful that CSK is going to turn
it around,” Lara said.

“We all came here thinking this was
going to be the time when Dhoni turns
things around with his team. And game
after game, it just went, and they just kept
hoping.”

“But it’s a situation where they can
just to try to build from next year. In the
few coming games that they have, see
what they can do with the younger play-
ers they’ve got,” Lara said. 

PTI n DUBAI

O
pener Nitish Rana's 87
and a late burst helped
Kolkata Knight Riders

get to 172 for five against
Chennai Super Kings in an IPL
match here on
Thursday.Following Rana's 61-
ball effort, cameos from skip-
per Eoin Morgan (15 off 12)
and Dinesh Karthik (21 not
out off 10) allowed KKR to put
up a competitive total. 
CSK, who pulled things back
in the middle overs after a fine
start from KKR openers Rana

and Shubman Gill (26 off 17),
leaked 66 runs in the last five
overs.Lungi Ngidi (2/34) was
the best bowler for CSK while
Sam Curran also bowled well
early on.

The KKR innings was built
largely on Rana's knock which
comprised 10 fours, four
sixes.The southpaw mixed cau-
tion with aggression and over-
came a sluggish period in the
middle overs with some love-
ly shots.Rana hit three consec-
utive sixes off Karn Sharma in
the 16th over to up the ante as
KKR looked for quick

runs.Sent in to bat, KKR got off
to a solid start with Gill and
Rana putting on 53 runs for the
first wicket.Gill looked in good
touch and hit four boundaries
before falling to leggie
Sharma.Sunil Narine (7), sent
in at number three, smashed
the second ball for a six and fell
four balls later, unable to clear
a Mitchell Santner delivery
with Ravindra Jadeja taking the
catch.KKR decided to send
Rinku Singh, who was picked
for the first time this season,
ahead of Morgan at number
four.

SAARBRUCKEN: Indian shuttlers
Ajay Jayaram and Shubhankar
Dey were on Thursday forced
out of the SaarLorLux Open
after being put in isolation
owing to contact with Covid-19
positive father-cum-coach of
defending champion Lakshya
Sen, who has already with-
drawn.

The 19-year-old Lakshya
withdrew on Wednesday after
his father D K Sen returned a
positive test for the virus. 

“BWF can confirm three
players have been withdrawn
from the SaarLorLux Open 2020
as a precautionary measure for
all participants after they were in
contact with a member of their
team entourage who tested pos-
itive for COVID-19,” the BWF
said in a statement. “The three
players: Lakshya Sen, Ajay
Jayaram and Subhankar Dey will
not compete further in the tour-
nament, which began on
Tuesday,” it added.

Later, Jayaram, in a Twitter
post tagging sports minister
Kiren Rijiju, the national bad-
minton federation and BWF,
said that he and Dey would like
to return to India as the organ-
isers have not given them any
information or assistance apart

from asking them to isolate.
The Sports Authority of

India assured that it will pay for
the expenses to be incurred by
the two players “for the length
of their quarantine in Germany
from October 30 to November
10, on humanitarian grounds.”

“SAI will be paying a total
of ̀ 1.46 lakh for their hotel stay
and food expenses and will
release 90 percent of the amount
immediately,” SAI said in a
statement. PTI

Rawalpindi: The Pakistan
team management has left out
the promising duo of batsman
Haider Ali and uncapped
Abdullah Shafique in its 15-
member squad for Friday’s
first ODI against Zimbabwe in
Rawalpindi.

Vice-captain Shadab Khan
was not considered after being
ruled out of the first match due
to stiffness in his left upper-leg.

Senior batsman
Mohammad Hafeez and young
fast bowler Mohammad
Hasnain were also not picked
even though they were named
in a preliminary squad, like
Haider and Shafique, last week
for the white-ball series against
the visitors.

Pakistan’s top batsman,
Babar Azam, will be leading the
team for the first time in an
ODI series and said he want-
ed to start his tenure on a win-
ning note.

“I’m keen on winning the
ODIs as this is my first series
as captain,” said Azam.

“No team is easy in inter-
national cricket so we won’t
take Zimbabwe lightly.” PTI

PTI n NEW DELHI

Mahendra Singh Dhoni
and Chennai Super

Kings owners share such
mutual trust and fabulous
relationship that he could be
retained as captain of the side
in 2021 despite enduring an
abysmal IPL season in the
UAE, says former India open-
er Gautam Gambhir.

“I keep saying that why
CSK is CSK is because of the
relationship between the own-
ers and the captain. They
have given all the freedom to
MS, and MS has received all
the mutual respect from the
owners as well,” Gambhir was
quoted as saying by
ESPNcricinfo.

“So I would not be sur-
prised if they continue with
MS and MS plays till the time

he wants to play. And then
next year he still continues to
be the captain and have a
much different squad than
what he has this time around.”

“He deserves that much of
appreciation from the owners.”

The 39-year-old Dhoni’s
future has come under scruti-
ny in the wake of CSK’s
mediocre performances in the
ongoing IPL.

Gambhir, who flourished
under Dhoni’s captaincy in
international cricket, pointed
out his overall record as CSK
skipper.

“What he has done for the
franchise and how the fran-
chise actually deals with MS
and treats MS is a fabulous
relationship.

“And that is how every
franchise should deal with
their captain, who has deliv-

ered for them.”
Gambhir said, “MS has

won them three (IPL) tro-
phies, couple of Champions
Leagues, he has made them
one of the top successful sides
in the IPL after Mumbai
Indians.

“So CSK saying they are
going to continue with MS —
it is just the relationship, it is
just the mutual respect.

“That’s why MS has been
so loyal (to the Super Kings).
That’s why MS has given
everything: heart and soul, his
sweat, sleepless nights — I’m
sure he must have had sleep-
less nights while he has con-
tinued captaining CSK.”

Earlier, the CSK manage-
ment has said that Dhoni
would be retained at the next
mega auction, which is likely
to be held in 2022. 

Backing experience
over youth backfired
for Chennai: Lara

KXIP meet Royals in must-win game

Jayaram, Subhankar seek to return

after withdrawal over Covid-19 contact
Pakistan leave 
out Haider Ali
for 1st ODI

Oz include Green for India series

Hat-trick hero Rashford
Substitute Marcus nets thrice in Utd’s 5-0 win; Barca beat Cristiano-less Juve

CSK SPOIL KKR’S PARTY

Won't be surprised if MS leads
CSK in 2021: Gambhir

Nitish Rana reacts after scoring his fifty against Chennai Super Kings IPLT20
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