7`]]`hfd`_+

UPRTQ^^ZR^\SPX[h_X^]TTa

/CWT3PX[h?X^]TTa

@A:?:@?)

4bcPQ[XbWTS '%#
?dQ[XbWTS5a^\
34;78;D2:=>F 17>?0;17D10=4BF0A
A0=278A08?DA 270=3860A7
347A03D= 7H34A0103E890HF030

DA@CE"%

H@C=5""

3>=³CC4BC
>DA?0C84=24

84/4U8+-*459962=46

X]bcPVaP\R^\SPX[h_X^]TTa

17DE80<8C<8B7A0
>DC>58?;

"F8==>14;<43828=4?A8I45>A
38B2>E4A8=674?0C8C8B2E8ADB

;D2:=>FCD4B30H>2C>14A %!!*?064B

m

#C"

;PcT2Xch E^[ $%8bbdT !&
0XaBdaRWPaVT4gcaPXU0__[XRPQ[T

m

0=37037D=
3<?C5D?=I
851BD*B1489;1
!#F9F139DI

fffSPX[h_X^]TTaR^\

7ZXYe`gVc2::>DcVa`ce`_DfdYR_e &KLQDFDQ¶WJHW
5DMSXW¶VVLVWHUFULHVIRXORYHUµVXLFLGH¶UHSRUW0XPEDL3ROLFH6HQDVD\WKHLUVWDQGYLQGLFDWHG
?=BQ =4F34;78

fter a medical board of the
A
AIIMS unanimously
decided that Sushant Singh
Rajput committed suicide and
ruled out any possibility of
homicide, the section advancing the “murder” theory has
cried foul. The CBI has also
found nothing so far that suggested any foul play in the
actor’s death.
While Sushant Singh
Rajput’s sister has rejected the
AIIMS report, the doctors on
the panel have strongly defended their findings. The Mumbai
Police and the Shiv Sena have
said they stood vindicated by
the AIIMS report.
The CBI reiterated its stand
that all aspects of the film
star’s untimely demise are being
probed. However, the agency
has so far found nothing either
by way of forensic, documentary, or photographic evidence
or by way of profiling of the
suspects to differ with the
AIIMS findings. The agency
will continue with its probe and
look into all aspects as was routinely done in similar cases

until a closure report is filed.
A CBI spokesperson said,
“Investigation in Sushant Singh
Rajput case is going on. All
aspects into the case are being
looked into meticulously.”
Earlier on September 28,
the CBI had in a similar statement said, “The Central Bureau
of Investigation is conducting
the investigation related to the
death of Shri Sushant Singh
Rajput in which all aspects are
being looked at and no aspect
has been ruled out as of date.”
The CBI’s reaction on
Monday came in response to
the contradictory claims by
AIIMS Forensic Department
head Dr Sudhir Gupta who had
on Saturday claimed that
“Sushant’s death is a case of suicide and the murder angle has
been completely ruled out.”
The AIIMS panel was
tasked to re-evaluate the late
actor’s post-mortem and viscera reports based on the 20
per cent viscera samples available with them. Dr Gupta’s
claims with respect to Rajput’s
case forensic probe from
August 22 completely contradict his views in the matter.
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“Why was the autopsy
done in such a hurry, was any
videography done? There was
contamination of evidence and
is not suitable for further examination with sanctity. I had
never given permission to open
Sunanda Pushkar’s room for
four years. There was also a
case of DK Ravi in Bangalore,”
he had told a news channel.
The channel also revealed
the WhatsApp chats with Dr
Gupta, from August 11, wherein he had raised questions on
forensics. “The panel of five
doctors of Cooper (Hospital)
conducted an autopsy...only
one is junior level forensic
doctor...rest 4 are just medical
officer. The panel must be of
forensic specialists as per
norms. Who constituted the
medical board? What was justification for the medical
board...by the police?” were
some of the questions asked by
Dr Gupta then.
Apart from the forensic
issue, Dr Gupta had also subsequently openly questioned
the manner in which the autopsy was conducted in Rajput
case by the Mumbai hospital.

Sushant’s sister Shweta
Singh Kirti called for a probe
into an alleged ‘U-turn’ by Dr
Sudhir Gupta, who headed the
AIIMS panel re-evaluating the
actor’s post-mortem report.
Gupta stuck to his ground and
pointed out that all members of
the medical board has come to
one conclusion that it was a
case of suicide.
“This kind of U-Turn must
be
explained!!
#SushantConspiracyExposed
#SushantAIIMSTape.” In
another tweet, she asked,
“Why?” Shweta wrote.
But doctors on the AIIMS
panel rejected such contention
and said that Gupta had said so
on August 22 when the AIIMS
had not received any medical
report or Sushant’s viscera and
he was merely reacting to wild
media reports. Meanwhile, the
Mumbai Police is jubilant that
its probe stood vindicated with
the AIIMS ruling out murder.
Mumbai Police Commissioner
Param Bir Singh said people
with “vested interests” targeted
Mumbai Police without knowing anything about the probe.
Continud on Page 4
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he family members of the
Hathras gangrape victim
continue to reel under fear begging for protection, while hundreds of upper caste men openly held a massive meet and
defended the four accused.
Unmindful of these developments, the police on Monday
went on to file 19 FIRs across
the State for criminal conspiracy for inciting riots and communal violence in the State.
The FIR has been registered in Chandpa police station
of Hathras district under as
many as 20 different sections
including criminal conspiracy
and IT Act 2008.
The police, which is facing

T

flak for its handling of the
entire case and cremating the
victim’s body at midnight without taking victim’s parents permission, claimed that it was a
big ploy to destabilise the
Government. The police also
blocked
a
website
“JusticeforHathras” claiming it
was created to spread fake
information related to the
Hathras incident in order to
incite caste riots across UP.
Uttar Pradesh Additional
Director General of Police,
Law and Order, Prashant
Kumar, claimed that a “conspiracy” was made to push the
State into “turmoil”.
Police have found justiceforhathrasvictim.carrd.co was
involved in the conspiracy and

even received foreign funds to
carry on the campaigning. But
when the Government found
out the conspiracy, the website
was immediately closed.
The SIT team on Monday
visited the Aligarh jail and
met the four accused who are
lodged there in judicial custody.
The team took their statements and interrogated them
briefly about the incident.
Issuing a statement before
the electronic media on Monday
afternoon, ADGP Kumar said
that the investigating agencies
suspected a conspiracy involving
the Popular Front of India (PFI),
the Social Democratic Party of
India (SDPI) and mafias targeting the Government and funding in this regard to create chaos
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n a major development, the
Union Education Ministry
on Monday issued guidelines
for reopening of schools after
October 15 in a phased manner. The guidelines give students the options to opt for
online classes.
Education
Minister
Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank
said the States have been given
the flexibility to prepare their
SOPs based on the Centre’s
guidelines and local concerns.

I
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“The SOP of the Education
Ministry comprises two partshealth and safety aspects for
reopening schools and learning
with social distancing... In consonance with the MHA guide-

lines, students are also permitted to take online classes and
can attend schools only with
the written consent of parents,”
said a Ministry official.
Continued on Page 4

in the State.
“These people issued fake
photo of the CM with a screen
shot of a TV news channel writing breaking news to confuse
the people and also issued a fake
statement of the CM,” he added.
Meanwhile, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Monday alleged some anarchists were out to create communal frenzy and caste violence as they were not liking the
the progress made by the country under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.
According to a press note
issued by the BJP, the chief
minister said that some of the
recent incidents have exposed
the conspiracy of such elements in this regard.
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New Delhi: Aam Aadmi Party
MLA Kuldeep Kumar, who
was found Covid-19 positive
just
five
days
ago,
on Monday landed up at the
Hathras gang-rape victim’s
home to meet her family.
Kumar, MLA from Kondli
Assembly seat in Delhi, along
with dozens of his supporters
reached Hathras.
Kumar also made public
the identity of the victim as he
tweeted mentioning the
victim’s name.
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he CBI on Monday registered a case against former
Karnataka Minister and State
Congress president DK
Shivakumar and others in a
C75-cr disproportionate assets
probe and conducted searches
at 14 locations, including nine
in Karnataka, four in Delhi and
one in Mumbai. The Congress
condemned the raid and said it
was a case of political vendetta. The search yielded C50 lakh
in cash and several property
and investment documents.
Continued on Page 4
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he head of emergencies at
T
the
World
Health
Organization (WHO) on
Monday said its “best estimates” indicate that roughly 1
in 10 people worldwide may
have been infected by the coronavirus — more than 20 times
the number of confirmed cases
— and warned of a difficult
period ahead.
Dr Michael Ryan, speaking
to a special session of the
WHO’s 34-member executive
board focusing on Covid-19,
said the figures vary from
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n a stern message to India’s
neighbours, IAF chief RKS
IBhadauria
on Monday said his
force is ready to take on China
and “there is no question it can
get better of us.” Assuring that
the armed forces are “well positioned” to deal with any threat,
he also said the IAF is prepared
to fight a two-front war.
While adopting a tough
stance, the IAF chief, however,
said the main focus of the
Government at present is to
resolve the tension at the Line
of Actual Control (LAC)
through talks. His remarks
came days before the seventh
round of Corps Commanderlevel talks between the two
sides slated for October 12.
Incidentally, last week he
had described the present scenario on the border as “not war,
not peace.”
Elaborating upon the operational readiness in the backdrop of more than five-monthlong stand-off at the LAC in
Eastern Ladakh, the IAF chief
on Monday said his force is
very “well positioned” to deal
with any threat and very strong

urban to rural, and between
different groups, but that ultimately it means “the vast
majority of the world remains
at risk.”
He said the pandemic
would continue to evolve, but
that tools exist to suppress
transmission and save lives.
“Many deaths have been
averted and many more lives
can be protected,” Ryan said.
He was flanked by his boss,
WHO Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, who
minutes earlier led a moment
of silence to honour victims as
well as round of applause for
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deployments have been made
in all relevant areas considering the security scenario.
The IAF helped the Army
in a major way in mobilising
troops and equipment in a
short time in all the operational
areas on the LAC, he said but
refrained from giving details.
Addressing a Press conference ahead of Air Force Day on
October 8, Bhadauria, cautioned that there was no question of underestimating the
capabilities of the adversary
and said China has superiority in number of aircraft and
missile systems.
Observing that China has
made huge investments in military technology, Bhadauria
said, “Their strength lies in surface-to-air systems they have
put up in the area. They have
long missile systems. We cater
to those in our matrix... we can
take on that threat.”
Continued on Page 4

the health workers who have
strived to save them.
Ryan said southeast Asia
faced a surge in cases, Europe
and the eastern Mediterranean
were seeing an increase in
deaths, while the situations in
Africa and the Western Pacific
were “rather more positive.”
“Our current best estimates
tell us that about 10 percent of
the global population may have
been infected by this virus,”
Ryan told attendees from member governments who make up
the executive board and provide
much of its funding.
Continued on Page 4
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wo motorcycle-borne
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba terrorists, including a Pakistani commander, on Monday opened
“indiscriminate” firing on the
road opening party of the
CRPF in which two personnel
were martyred and three others received injuries near
Kandijal bridge in Pampore
area of South Kashmir’s
Pulwama district.
In retaliation, CRPF personnel also opened fire but

T

the terrorists managed to
escape.
This is the third such
strike carried out by the same
group of terrorists led by a
Pakistani LeT commander
Saifullah, police said.
The t raf f ic on t he
National Highway (NH-44)
near Pampore was disrupted
as different teams of the security forces launched a cordon
and search operations in the
close vicinity of the attack site
to track down the footprints
of these terrorists.
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he Centre on Monday said
T
it will release C20,000 crore
to States on account of GST
compensation dues.
Briefing reporters after the
meeting of the 42nd GST
Council here, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said the
States which received less
apportionment of Integrated

GST (IGST) for 2017-18, the
Centre will next week transfer
a cumulative C24,000 crore to
them. On the issue of releasing
compensation to the States,
Sitharaman said: “This year
whatever we have collected till
now, C20,000 crore will get disbursed tonight”.
The compensation requirement of States between April
and July stood at C1.51 lakh
crore. On the issue of IGST, she
said excess IGST apportioned
to certain States would be
retrieved. However, the
Minister did not mention the
amount.

Sitharaman said C24,000
crore would be released by the
middle of next week to those
states which have received less
IGST share against their actual dues. The Minister said the
proposal to extend GST compensation cess levy beyond
2022 was cleared by the GST
Council.
“Levy of Compensation
Cess to be extended beyond the
transition period of five years
i.e. Beyond June, 2022, for
such period as may be required
to meet the revenue gap,” an
official statement said.
Continued on Page 4
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lleging
Trinamool
A
Congress’ hand in the
murder of State BJP leader
Manish Shukla, the saffron
outfit has demanded a CBIinvestigation into the incident
with Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar too asking Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee to
arrest the “nose diving” law and
order situation in the State.
A furious Governor reportedly expressed his mind to

Chief Secretar y Alapan
Bandopadhyay who called on
him after the Home Secretary
and the DGP failed to respond
to Dhankhar’s summons.
This, while all hell broke
loose in the Barrackpore
police commissionerate area
where cops fought pitched
battles with the stone-pelting
BJP supporters firing several
rounds of tear-gas shells. The
BJP had called a 12-hourBarrackpore bandh on
Monday in protest.
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xpressing satisfaction that
the COVID-19 recovery
E
rate was more than 87 per cent
in Uttar Pradesh, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
directed officials to maintain
effective treatment of the
patients.
“The role of contact tracing is very important in breaking the coronavirus infection

chain and it should be carried
out actively,” the chief minister
said while presiding over a high
level Unlock review meeting at
his residence here on Monday.
The COVID-19 recovery
rate of UP is 87 per cent, 3 per
cent more than the average
recovery rate ( 84 per cent) of
India. On Monday, 3,064 fresh
coronavirus positive cases were
reported while 4,269 COVID19 patients recovered. So far,
UP has reported 4,17,437 confirmed coronavirus positive
cases while 3,66,321 COVID19 patients have recovered in
the state.
The positivity rate has been
declining for the past four
weeks. Last week, it was just 2.6

per cent. In the week from
September 7-13, a total of
45,287 positive cases were
reported and the positivity rate
was 4.8 per cent. The next week
(September 14 -20), there were
42,141 cases and the positivity
rate of 4.3 per cent while in the
third week (September 21-27),
there were 33,256 cases with
positivity rate of 3.2 per cent.
Last week (September 28 to
October 4), there were 28,000
cases and the positivity rate was
2.6 per cent.
The chief minister also
sought detailed information
about the situation in Lucknow
and Kanpur Nagar districts
from the nodal officers, ACS
(Rural Development and

Panchayati Raj) and principal
secretary (Health) respectively. He directed them to effectively continue the activities for
controlling the infection in
these districts.
The chief minister also
directed officials to make all
necessary arrangements at
paddy purchase centres and to
also establish Covid help desks
at all paddy purchase centres.
The chief minister said
that it should be ensured that
the paddy purchase price was
transferred in 72 hours to the
accounts of the farmers selling
paddy at the purchase centres.
The chief minister also
directed officials to ensure that
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan

Rojgar Abhiyan was implemented effectively so that UP
achieved the top position.
Meanwhile, Additional
Chief Secretary (Health) Amit
Mohan Prasad said that on
Sunday, 1,49,272 samples were
tested. He said there were
21,361 asymptomatic COVID19 patients in home isolation,
while 3,525 patients were
admitted to private hospitals
and the rest were recovering in
government run Covid
hospitals.
Prasad said over 4.1 lakh
surveillance teams had covered
1,31,336 areas of the state and
visited 2.61 crore houses to
check the health of over 12.94
crore people.
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ower employees of Uttar
Pradesh on Monday boyP
cotted work in protest against
the proposed privatisation of the
Purvanchal Power Distribution
Corporation, a subsidiary of UP
Power Corporation Limited.
This subsidiary covers politically significant districts like
Varanasi, the Lok Sabha constituency of Prime Minister
Narendra
Modi,
and
Gorakhpur, the home town of
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath.
The work boycott disrupted power generation and also
affected the power supply in different parts of the state.
The power generation in six
generation units of the Obra and
Anpara thermal power stations
in Sonbhadra district was disrupted affecting 1820 megawatt

of power. In Shahjahanpur district, the power supply in Kalan
area was disrupted after the
power employees shut the 33/11
distribution sub-station and
locked it while in Choubeypur
in Kanpur Nagar, fire broke out
at a sub-station.
Though the UP government made alternative arrangements in view of the work boycott by the power engineers and
employees, the power generation and supply was affected in
many districts.
Protests and dharnas by
the striking power employees
and engineers were also reported from western parts of the
state.
Power Employees Joint
Action Committee coordinator
Manohar Singh said here on
Monday that the employees
and engineers would not suc-

cumb to any pressure and would
not allow the government to go
for privatisation of the power
sector. He said once the power
sector went into private hands,
the consumers would be worst
affected as the power tariff
would be beyond the reach of a
large number of consumers.
He said the subsidised
power in the rural areas and for
irrigation would also end as the
main objective would be profit
of the private company.
On Sunday, the UPPCL
management held talks with the
employee’s joint action committee leaders to persuade them to
withdraw the work boycott call.
The talks however broke down
after the management rejected
their demand for the rollback of
the privatisation of the
Purvanchal power distribution
corporation.
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haratiya Janata Party’s senior
leader and national general
B
secretary Anil Jain slammed the
opposition parties for “misleading” the farmers on the farm
laws issue and said the reforms
would ensure liberalisation in
the farm sector for the first time
since Independence.
“The opposition parties are
misleading the farmers on the
farm sector laws. The opposi-

tion is not saying anything
about the provisions of the Act.
They are spreading rumours
that farmers won’t get the minimum support price for their
produce. Nowhere in the Act is
it written that the farmers won’t
get the MSP. They will continue to enjoy it like in previous
years,” Jain said. He said the
farmers would have their own
choice about whom to sell their
produce. “This is not only liberalisation of the agriculture sec-
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he Uttar Pradesh cabinet
has approved a proposal for
the funding of the Gorakhpur
Link Expressway project by a
consortium of public sector
undertaking (PSU) banks led
by Punjab National Bank.
The other partner banks
are Union Bank of India,
Canara Bank, Indian Bank,
CU Bank and Bank of India.
The Punjab National Bank
will extend credit of Rs 750
crore while the total credit
limit for the project approved
by the cabinet is Rs 2,250
crore. The amount will be
drawn by the UP Expressway
Industrial Development
Authority in next three years
against the requirement of the
funds.
The Punjab National Bank
has agreed to immediately
release Rs 350 crore and the
process of the formation of the
consortium will take time.
The PNB has also agreed to
waive the up front fee and processing fee for providing the

T

credit. The repayment of the
entire loan of Rs 2,250 crore
will be made in next 15 years
in 48 instalments, to be payable
every quarter.
For ensuring the timely
repayment of the loan, the
UPEIDA will open an escrow
account in the lead bank or
Punjab National Bank where all
the receipts from the toll tax
will be deposited and the first
charge on the account will be
of the lenders.
Meanwhile, the cabinet on
Monday also approved a new
agency for collecting toll tax on
the Agra-Lucknow Expressway.
The UPEIDA had fixed
the reserve price of Rs 274 crore
but the bidders had quoted a
higher price. The contract was
awarded to the highest bidder,
Sahkar Global Limited, which
quoted Rs 402 crore.
The toll on the expressway
will be levied at two toll plazas
and 15 ramp plazas. The toll
collection agency will also provide five ambulances and 10
patrolling vehicles on the
expressway.
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woman was duped of
ornaments by two
A
unidentified miscreants posing as pot-coating work in
Thakurganj on Monday. As
per reports, the woman, identified as Neeta Saxena (55) of
Newazganj, was at her home
when the accused reached
there around 1:30 pm. The
accused told Neeta that they
did coating work on utensils.

An unsuspecting Neeta gave
them utensils after which
they said they also cleaned
ornaments. Neeta gave them
two earrings and a gold
chain.
The accused asked Neeta
to bring a small brush and she
went inside to bring the same.
When she came back, the
accused had gone. She later
informed police but was yet to
give any complaint in this
regard.

tor but also the liberalisation of
every single farmer of the country. The farmers will taste freedom for the first time after
Independence,” Jain told a press
conference here on Monday.
The farm sector reforms
have ensured that farmers can
sell their products to anyone
outside mandi. This will
empower farmers to sell wherever they get a better price and
grow what fetches them money,”
he said.
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he Uttar Pradesh government, for promoting the
T
pharmaceutical industry as
per the UP Pharmaceutical
Industry Policy 2018 (amended), has decided to rope in the
Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) as knowledge partner. The DRDO is an organisation under the Ministry of
Defence.
The UP government will
soon sign an MoU with the
DRDO. UP Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath has given inprinciple approval to the venture. The promotion of pharmaceutical industry in UP will
lead to fresh investments and
creation of fresh job opportunities.
The UP government, during the lockdown period in
May, had identified the pharma industry as an important
sector for investment in the
state. Chief minister Yogi
Adityanath had then directed
the Industry department to
start work on the project as
there were immense opportunities in the field of pharmaceutical, medical equipment
and herbal medicines in the
state.
He had also directed the

officials to prepare a policy for
the pharma sector after consulting all the stake holders. In
May last, a presentation was
made before the chief minister
on Pharma Park and Medical
Device Park. The UP government also identified wellknown scientific research institutions in the state like CDRI
and CIMAP in Lucknow.
The chief minister had
directed the officials to ensure
maximum utilisation of the
infrastructure of the research
institutions and also connect
these with Pharma Park and
Pharma Device Park.
The UP government had
also taken up the matter with
the Union government for
facilitating the setting up of the
Pharma Park and Medical
Device Park.
A senior government official said there was no dearth of
land in the state. The Revenue
department alone has a land
bank of 1.66 lakh acres. This
land is available in all the nine
climatic zones of the state.
The government will also
provide skill development
incentives and other concessions to the investing companies as per the requirement.
While making any proposal,
Bundelkhand will also be kept
in focus.
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minor girl was critically
injured after being gangA
raped in Maharajganj while a
girl was raped at gunpoint and
a visually handicapped girl was
sexually exploited by her kin in
two incidents reported from
Muzaffarnagar.
According to a report from
Maharajganj, four persons
gang-raped a minor girl in the
Kothibhar area of the district
and when she resisted, they
brutally assaulted her and
threatened to kill her if she told
anyone about the incident,
which took place on Sunday
afternoon.
The girl fainted after the
incident. When she regained
her senses after a few hours, she
somehow reached home and
revealed her trauma to her
parents after which the family
members took her to the community health centre in Siswa
but in the absence of a female
doctor, she was referred to the
district hospital.
The girl’s father lodged a
report in which he named one
accused and three unknown
miscreants.
The local police detained
two youths and claimed that
the girl was friendly with one
of the accused who called her
on the mobile phone and asked
her to meet him in the village

field on Sunday afternoon.
The police said the youth
also called three of his friends
there and they all gang-raped
the girl and escaped. A case
under Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences Act
(POCSO Act) has been registered and efforts are being
made to nab all the accused.
Superintendent of Police
Pradeep Gupta and Additional
District Magistrate Kunj Bihari
also visited the hospital to take
first hand information from the
victim.
In a separate incident, a
woman was allegedly raped by
a man at gunpoint in
Muzaffarnagar. Police said on
Monday that the accused had
been arrested.
According to a complaint
filed by the woman, the man
raped her in a sugarcane field
on Sunday. A case was registered against the accused, identified as Shravan Kumar (26),
under relevant sections of the
Indian Penal Code on the
basis of the complaint and he
was arrested.
In another incident, a
blind woman was allegedly
raped by her relative for several months after promising to
marry her. A case was registered against the accused
under IPC sections 376 (rape)
and 420 (cheating), SHO
Deepak Chaturvedi said.

Efforts were underway to
nab the accused, he said.
Meanwhile in Deoria, a
youth was brutally assaulted by
his neighbour over a petty
dispute and was also humiliated at gunpoint on Saturday
evening.
Interestingly, the cops
swung into action only after
the video of the act went viral
on Sunday. They arrested three
of the accused and sent them
to jail. The Chief Minister’s
Office also directed the local
officers to take stern action
against all the accused.
Reports said that one
Anees Chandra Dwivedi, a
resident of Chakradhar
Pansrahi hamlet of Sadar, was
constructing a boundary wall
which was opposed by his
neighbour Satish and the two
parties had scuffled four days
back. On Saturday evening,
Anees was going to receive his
father at railway station when
he was intercepted by Satish,
Vinod Yadav, Nanhe Yadav
and Govind Yadav who all brutally assaulted him and later
took him at gunpoint and one
of them did an objectionable
act. An upset Anees returned
home but on Sunday, the video
of the entire incident went viral
following which the local
police arrested three of the
accused. A case was registered
in this regard.

iving a broadside to those
spreading casteism and
communalism, Uttar Pradesh
Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Monday said his
government would give such
persons a befitting reply
through development.
He said that the progress
and prosperity of India
achieved during the last six
years had proved to be the sore
point of those who were out to
malign the social fabric of
society. The recent development had exposed the evil
designs of such forces and the
quantum of their misendeavours, Yogi said, adding that
development was the most
potent weapon to thwart any
such threat.

*DQJPDNLQJ
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Lucknow (PNS): With the
arrest of two accused, the
Chinhat police on Monday
claimed to have busted a gang
manufacturing illicit liquor.
Earlier, the police had busted a
factory where some miscreants
were manufacturing illicit
liquor. Those arrested were
identified as Vikas Dubey and
Ashutosh Pandey (both of
Pratapgarh). Vikas was presently staying in Madiaon while
Ashutosh in Aliganj. The police
recovered a luxury car and an
SUV, 1,575 bottles of desi liquor,
940 litres of adulterated alcohol,
over 22,000 stickers of different
liquor brands, empty bottles,
urea and other equipment used
for distilling liquor. The total
cost of the items recovered was
estimated at Rs 25 lakh.
Five of the aides of the
accused managed to evade
arrest. They were identified as
Aditya Kumar, Gulshan, Bipin
Bihari Shukla, Parmendar
Sardar and Rahul Tiwari.
DCP (East) Charu Nigam
said the accused tricked people
by selling adulterated liquor by
pasting fake stickers on the
bottles. “The accused had a network of sellers at ground level
and they sold it among those
looking for liquor bottles at
lower prices. They tricked people by providing them adulterated liquor in bottles with fake
stickers,” one source said.

“The atmosphere of social
harmony and unity created
during the last six years under
the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will be taken forward and the pro-active role of
the field workers is extremely
necessary in this task,” Yogi said.
Addressing a virtual meeting of the booth, division and
sector level party workers of
Tundla Assembly constituency
going to bypolls on November
3 next, he said that the hard
work and tenacity of the party
workers had so far been exemplary in taking the country and
the state forward on the path
of development and progress.
“Furthermore, it is up to
them (party workers) to disseminate the message of the
government and help reach
benefits of the welfare schemes

to the last person of the society,” Yogi said.
The chief minister, without
mincing his words, said it was
not any secret that the
Samajwadi Party stood for
hooliganism, and the Bahujan
Samaj Party was synonymous
with corruption. He said the
Congress had no base left leaving the electoral field open for
the Bharatiya Janata Party.
“The only task which is left is
to register record victories in
the coming bypolls,” he said.
Yogi said that this by-election would be different as no
mass gathering and public
meetings would be allowed. “It
is required to focus hundred
per cent on booths and make
a group of 4-5 workers to
conduct
door-to-door
communication.

GZ]RjRe;RWWcZ_`^`cV
Lucknow (PNS): Former
director of All India Radio
and Doordarshan Vilayat
Jaffri, counted amongst the
legendar y figures of
Lucknow, died in Mumbai on
Monday morning.
His son Amber Jaffri said
the body would be brought to
Lucknow on Tuesday and the
mortal remains would be
buried in the family graveyard
in Rae Bareli. “The house will
be open for people who want
to pay their tributes to my
father,” he said.
Jaffri celebrated his 88th
birthday on October 2. He
was not keeping well lately.
Amber said his father had
recently defeated coronavirus.
“He tested positive on
September 3 but recovered by
September 21 and returned
home,” he said.
Jaffri, who retired as
Doordarshan director in
1993, was best known for his
light and sound show
‘Badhate Kadam’, which was
held at the Residency.
Married to Krishna Jaffri, he
is survived by a son and
three daughters.

Rama Trivedi, programming head at Doordarshan, said
she was fortunate to have
worked under Jaffri. “I recently
took his interview eight months
back and he insisted for it. His
programme ‘Badhate Kadam’ is
well known even today. He
treated me like daughter. He carried the fragrance of old
Lucknow,” she recalled.

%ha^[S]T_WTf^UD]]P^aP_T\daSTaeXRcX\\XbbX]V
Unnao (PTI): A six-year-old nephew of the
woman, who was allegedly raped by five men
last year and later burnt alive in December while
going to attend a court hearing in the gang-rape
case, has gone missing.
The child went missing on Friday from his village in Bihar area and is yet to be traced, a senior

police official said on Monday. “Fourteen police
teams have been deployed to work out the case,”
said Unnao Superintendent of Police Anand
Kulkarni.
The missing child, a class one student, is the son
of the brother of the 23-year-old woman, who was
allegedly gang-raped by five men last year.
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ixty-six per cent of the total
coronavirus cases in
Lucknow have been from
urban parts while the remaining from rural areas. A senior
official at the CMO office said
that in rural parts of the district, they have better control
because the health system is
strong in the presence of ASHA
and Aanganwadi workers.
ASHA workers have been
going from door to door in
rural areas and checking on
people having fever or any
other symptom related to coronavirus. However, in urban
areas there are no so many
ASHA and Aanganwadi workers,” he said.
The official said their special drive in Aliganj continued
even on Monday. “We have
roped in five extra doctors as
extra supervisors for the 20
focal points which we have
identified in Aliganj for containment of virus. We are also
sending our mobile medical
van to Aliganj to get samples
from private nursing homes
and hospitals,” he said.
The official pointed out
that the health teams would be
carrying out inspection at
Vivekanand
Polyclinic
Institute of Medical Sciences
to take stock of the arrangements for Covid patients.
Dr Sandeep Sahu from
SGPGI said although the
number of cases in Lucknow
was decreasing, people should
not be complacent because
severe cases and deaths were
increasing. He said people
must be cautious for the next

S
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Lucknow (PNS): As many as
454 persons tested positive in
Lucknow on Monday while
582 patients recovered.
Lucknow has witnessed 742
deaths till now while there are
5,753 active cases in the
district.
A senior official at the
CMO office said the patients
included 43 from Indiranagar,
34 from Rae Bareli road, 32
each from Gomtinagar &
Aliganj, 25 from Alambagh,
24 from Cantt, 21 from
Chinhat, 17 from Jankipuram,
16 from Madiaon, 15 each
from Chowk & Ashiyana, 13
from Vikasnagar, 12 from

two years. “The severity has
increased as compared to what
the nature of the cases was
three to four months back,” he
said.
He said people were hiding their comorbidities while
opting for home isolation.
“When the Covid pneumonia
becomes severe in home isolation, patients reach the hospital. Those coming to the
hospital with a saturation
level of oxygen at 80 would
have to be kept on ventilator
and the mortality rate would
increase,” he said. “As the
lockdown restrictions eased,
people started thinking they
could do without taking precautions, but the fact remains
that the problem is here to stay
till the vaccine comes. More
precautions need to be taken
with further relaxation from

Hasanganj and 10 each from
Thakurganj & Bazaarkhala.
There were eight deaths
in the city and the deceased
included four from Lucknow.
Five patients died at KGMU.
In the state, 3,064 persons
tested positive, including 196
in Kanpur, 186 in Noida and
162 in Ghaziabad, taking the
total number of cases to
4,17,437. There were 63
deaths in the state, taking the
toll to 6,092. Besides, 4,269
patients recovered, taking the
number of recoveries to
3,66,321 while there are
45,024 active cases in the
state.
October 15,” Dr Sahu said.
Meanwhile, incharge of
Infectious Disease Centre at
KGMU Dr D Himanshu said
they were working to find out
whether Covid patients were
getting haemophagocytic
lympho histiocytosis (HLH)
syndrome. “This is a kind of
syndrome which also occurs
in non-Covid patients and
there is a treatment protocol
for this. For this, we also
check bone marrow and we
are getting the evidence of
this disease,” he said.
He said they were also
checking on the molecule
which developed by CDRI as
a drug for Covid-19. “The
advantage is that it can be
manufactured in India and
will this be cost-effective,” he
pointed out.
He said they have also
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Lucknow (PNS): People’s
Health Organization of India
claimed that India passed the
peak in terms of coronavirus
cases in mid-September. Dr
Ishwar Gilada from the organisation said after almost eight
months into the global pandemic, India finally achieved
the first important goal.
“Covid-19 peak may have
passed in mid-September,
possibly during September
10-20 considering different
parameters. Passing of the
peak is indeed the most
important goal; however, subsequent surge can come, as
seen in several European
countries. With India being a
vast country, some states may
have different peaks. The
states that matter the most for
influencing Indian Covid-19
statistics —Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh
and Tamil Nadu — have
passed the peak. However, we
cannot let the guard down.
Mask remains the most
important tool till we have
vaccine or cure or both,” he
added.
completed the trials for the
BCG vaccine at KGMU for
its effectiveness against coronavirus. “It will be clear in
next months as to how useful the BCG vaccine is in providing us protection against
the virus,” he said.
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mini-truck driver was killed
A
and several others injured in
a road mishap in Malihabad on
Sunday night.
As per reports, the minitruck rammed his vehicle into a
tractor-trolley. Due to heavy
impact, those in the tractor-trolley — Mukesh (driver), Anuj,
Subhash and Mithilesh — suffered injuries. The mini-truck
ferrying milk got stuck in the

road divider. Mini-truck driver
Sanjay Saini of Sandila sought
help from his employer and
asked him to send another vehicle. When the milk was being
shifted to another vehicle, a
speeding truck coming from
behind rammed the mini-truck
from behind. Due to heavy
impact, Sanjay Saini suffered
injuries while his colleagues
Sandeep, Abhimanyu (both of
Sandila), Mohit of Sitapur,
Bodhlal and Jamil suffered

injuries. Meanwhile, the Itaunja
police arrested Shani Rawat aka
Amrendra of Sarai Damu locality for posting hate messages
against Thakurs and added the
name of CM Yogi Adityanath in
a message on Monday. Police
said they were interrogating
him. They said Shani had some
enmity with a group of people
belonging to Kshatriya community and the accused posted
the message to take revenge.
In another incident, a 28-

year-old milk vendor was fatally knocked down by a speeding
truck on Khujauli Neelmatha
road in Mohanlalganj around 10
pm on Sunday. Reports said
Manish Yadav of Nagram was
returning home after supplying
milk to customers in Telibagh.
On the way, his bike was hit by
a truck from behind. He suffered
injuries and he bled to death on
the spot. The police worked on
the case and later informed the
kin of the deceased.

hreyansh Singh from
Lucknow emerged as the
Lucknow topper with all-India
rank (AIR) 424 in JEEAdvanced, results of which
were declared on Monday. A
student of CMS (Kanpur
Road), Shreyansh said it was
his first attempt and he wanted to get into IIT-Delhi to pursue Computer Science.
Shreyansh’s father is a government employee and his
brother is also a student of IITDelhi. He said lockdown
helped him a lot as he took as
an opportunity to do as much
revision as possible. “I devoted 8-9 hours to my studies during the lockdown. I also made
it a point to be away from a
smartphone is it could be a big
distraction,” Shreyansh said.
He said he wanted to be in rural
areas and work for education of
children residing there.
Shashwat Gupta, who
secured AIR 603, said it was his
second attempt. A student of St
Fidelis College in Vikasnagar,
he said he dropped a year to
crack JEE-Advanced.
“With this rank, I may get
Electrical Engineering at IIT in
Delhi, Mumbai or Kanpur. I am
weighing the options at the
moment. Having said that,
Computer Science is my pas-
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sion,” he said.
About his success mantra,
he said persistence was the key.
“Having a mentor is important
and even if you get into a
coaching, it is very important
to study on your own.
Guidance is important but selfstudy is more so,” he added.
Son of the state TB officer,

Shashwat said he was always
fascinated by computers. He
said he would like to work in
Robotics as it has many applications in different sectors.
Amritesh Sharma, who
secured AIR 738, said he was
aiming at IIT-Hyderabad and
IIT-BHU. He said his success
mantra was revision and solv-

ing as many mock test papers
as possible. A student of MG
Convent School, he said he
would also go for MTech. Son
of a bank manager, he said it
was his first attempt at JEE.
Suhani Vajpayee, who
secured AIR 1713, said she was
overjoyed as it was her first
attempt. “I am happy because
I never thought I would get
such a good rank,” she said. She
added that would likely go to
IIT-BHU. She said her success
mantra was to be relaxed while
making preparations.
“I knew I was giving it my
best, hence I would watch
movies and talk to my friends
and relatives also while making preparations. I was a topper in Class 10 in Lakhimpur
Kheri and was preparing for
JEE since then. I wanted to
appear for civil services and
went for JEE because there
have been many engineers
who have cracked civil services
exams,” said Suhani, who is a
student of St Xavier's in
Gomtinagar.
Nandini Daruka of CMS
Gomtinagar Campus, who
secured AIR 1990, said she got
a lot of support from her
teachers. Nandini, who passed
Class XII with 97.7% marks in
March earlier this year, said she
wants to pursue Computer
Engineering one of the IITs.
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ity achievers were overjoyed after
CLAT-2020 results were declared late
C
on Monday evening. Arushi Tewari, who
secured AIR 85, said she was consistent
throughout in studies and focused on the
core competency.
“I devoted 2-3 hours on reading material and doing follow-up questions on a
daily basis,” said Arushi, who is a student
of RLB. It was her second attempt at CLAT
for which she dropped a year. She said she
would go to Law Institute in Bengaluru,
which is considered to be the best.
“Whenever we were debating on topics on socio-economic canvas, I realised
that this is the profession I would love to
be in,” she said. She added that she would
also like to go and study abroad and then

pursue a career in corporate law.
Gaurav Pandey, who secured AIR 647,
said it was his third attempt. About his success mantra, he said he was consistent with
his preparations and focused on current
affairs and mathematics. Gaurav said he
also wanted to appear for civil services. “I
am taking the legal route because it gives

a lot of opportunity to develop skills and
when you are associated with law, you are
familiar with the loopholes and all the
credits, merits and demerits of the system,”
he said.
Utkarsh Upadhyay, who secured AIR
984, said he cracked the exam in first
attempt. About his success mantra, he said:
“I just studied regularly. One needs to read
the newspapers regularly for current
affairs. Generally, people leave out mathematics because it carries 10-15 marks, but
it is important to focus on it,” he said. He
added that initially he had joined a coaching institute for engineering but then
realised that it was not his cup of tea. “One
of my uncles, who is a district judge, asked
me to try CLAT. When I did it, I enjoyed
it,” he said. He said he would love to
become a lawyer or a civil servant.
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From Page 1
“The CBI has registered a
case against former Minister of
Karnataka
Government
(presently MLA) on the allegations of possession of disproportionate assets to the
tune of Rs 74.93 crore (approximately) in his name and in the
name of his family members,”
the CBI said in a statement
here.
The
Karnataka
Government had issued a notification under Delhi Special
Police Establishment Act and it
was followed up by a notification from the Centre after
which CBI had initially registered a Preliminary Enquiry

(PE) during March, 2020
against the said MLA and others in the matter, the CBI
spokesperson said.
Searches were conducted at
14 locations including
Karnataka, Delhi and Mumbai
at the premises of the said MLA
and others which led to the
recovery of cash of Rs 57 lakh
(approximately) and several
incriminating documents
including property documents,
bank related information, computer hard disk among others,
reads the CBI statement,
adding investigation is continuing.
Congress leaders flayed the
Modi Government and CBI for

the raids.
“The insidious game of
intimidation & machinations of
Modi-Yeddyurappa duo being
executed by a puppet CBI by
raiding @DKShivakumar won’t
deter us. CBI should be
unearthing the layers of corruption in Yeddyurappa Govt.
But, ‘Raid Raj’ is their only
‘Machiavellian
Move’!”
Randeep Singh Surjewala, the
Congress’ national spokesperson, tweeted.
“Let Modi & Yeddyurappa
Govts & BJP’s frontal organizations i.e CBI-ED-Income Tax
know that Congress workers &
leaders will not be cowed down
nor bow down before such
devious attempts. Our resolve
to fight for people & expose
BJP’s maladministration only
becomes stronger,” he added.
Karnataka Congress tweeted that CBI has become a permanent electoral weapon for
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). “We condemn this politics of vendetta,” it said.
The Congress party said it
will hold a protest meet at its
headquarters against the CBI
raid. “Afraid of losing the Sira
and RR Nagar by-polls, the BJP
is resorting to these tactics. We
won’t be cowed down and will

fight this,” Saleem Ahmed, the
Congress state working president, said.
The CBI raids were also
condemned by senior Congress
leader
Siddaramaiah.
“@BJP4India has always tried
to indulge in vindictive politics
& mislead public attention.
The latest CBI raid on
@KPCCPresident
@DKShivakumar ‘s house is
another attempt to derail our
preparation for bypolls. I
strongly condemn this,”
Siddaramaiah tweeted.
“After ED and I-T they
have unleashed CBI. This is
vendetta for what DKS did during the RS polls of our leader
Ahmed Patel. We have belief
and trust in the judiciary. We
will fight it out,” Lakshmi
Hebbalkar, former Minister
and Congress MLA, said.
Sources said the seized
documents and records are
being analysed for further legal
action and probe into the matter. The accused persons will
accordingly be summoned for
questioning.
Based on the CBI case, the
Enforcement Directorate is
likely to register a separate
case under Prevention of
Money Laundering Act.
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“We all stand vindicated by these findings of AIIMS,” the Police Commissioner
said. The Supreme Court had upheld transfer of the FIR lodged by Bihar Police in the
Rajput case and not the Mumbai Police’s
investigation, Singh said.
“The court didn’t find any fault with
our investigation,” he said. Singh further
said that the city police had submitted the
investigation report to the apex court in
a sealed cover and it was seen by only six
persons — the investigating officer, senior
police inspector, Deputy Commissioner of
Police, Commissioner of Police, advocate
general of the State and the judge.
“Without knowing anything about our
investigation and without having seen our
report some vested interests criticised our
investigation,” he said. Rajput (34) was
found hanging at his flat in Mumbai on
June 14. A section of media had hinted that
it could be a murder.
The CBI had taken over the probe
from Bihar Police into the alleged abetment
to suicide case filed by the actor’s father KK
Singh in Patna against Rajput’s girlfriend
Rhea Chakraborty and her family.
Meanwhile, Shiv Sena on Monday
sought an apology from the BJP leaders as
well as the media for trying to defame
Maharashtra Government and Mumbai
Police. A day after the AIIMS forensic
panel, set up to assist CBI in the medical
investigation, ruled out murder claims in
its report, the Sena said that the BJP-led
Centre and its NDA partner in Bihar, JD
(U), used the actor’s death as a poll plank
ahead of the upcoming Assembly elections
in Bihar. “Since the very beginning, in this
case, there has been a conspiracy to
malign Maharashtra Government and
Mumbai Police. If now the CBI inquiry is
also not being trusted, then we’re speechless,” senior Shiv leader Sanjay Raut said.
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Replying to a question whether the
military was surprised by Chinese aggression in Ladakh, he said, “We acted swiftly and it will not be correct to say we were
surprised... We do hope the talks between
the military commanders progress on
expected lines. The current progress (by
China) is an effort to dig on for the winter... we too are taking actions to step up
air assets.” Replying to another question
whether China could use Pakistan air bases
in the case of a conflict, the IAF chief said
it would mean a collusive threat and the
force was ready to tackle it. On the possibility of a two-front threat, he said, “We
are aware they are cooperating closely.
There is a significant threat, but so far there
is no such indication that they are colluding for a two-front war.”
Asked, if at any moment the IAF came
close to an air strike against China, especially after the Galwan clash on June 15
when 20 Indian Army personnel were
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n two welcome developments, Maharashtra on
IMonday
recorded relatively
low 10,244 Covid-19 infections –which is the lowest in a
week-- and the recovery rate in
the State touched 80 per cent,
while 263 more people succumbed to coronavirus in various parts of the State.
On a day when the total
infections in Mumbai region
–comprising Mumbai, Thane,
Navi Mumbai, KalyanDombivli,
Ulhasnagar,
Bhiwandi-Nizampur, MiraBhayandar, Palghar, VasaiVirar, Raigad and Panvel—
crossed 5 lakh infection mark
to touch 5,02,583, there was a
drop in the number of infections in the state. The infections came down to 10,244
from Sunday’s 13,702.
With 13,702 fresh infections, the total number of
infections jumped from
14,43,409 to 14,53,653.
Similarly, with 263 fresh deaths,
the Covid-19 toll in the state
mounted from 38,084 to
38,347.
On a day when 12,982
people were discharged from
various hospitals in the state,
the number of people discharged from various hospitals after full recovery since
the second week of March
t his ye ar went up to
11,49,603. The recovery rate
in the state rose from 79.64 to
80 per cent.
Of the total 263 deaths
reported on Monday, Mumbai
recorded a maximum of 47
deaths, followed by 30 deaths
in Pune, 25 in Kolhapur, 20 in
Nagpur, 17 in Thane, 15 in
Satara, 14 in Jalna, 12 in
Yavatmal, 11 in Sangli and 10
deaths each in Raigad and
Nanded.

killed, the IAF chief replied in negative. But
he said the IAF “is prepared.”
On Rafale, he said it had provided the
IAF a technological edge. “It gives the ability to strike first and strike deep and hard
even in a contested air space,” he said.
Bhadauria said there was no step up
in deployment of assets on the other side
since the last Corps Commander level talks
on September 21. After the talks, the two
sides had for the first time issued a joint
statement and agreed to “stop sending
more troops to frontline” and “refrain from
unilaterally changing the situation on the
ground.”
On his assessment on the LAC in the
next three months, the IAF chief said the
main focus was on talks to disengage. He
admitted the current rate of progress was
slow and said “ground realities” cannot be
ignored. China is digging in for winter and
India will also have to take precautionary
steps, he added.
On delivery schedule of the Rafale jets,
he said while the first five were inducted
recently, the next four to five planes were
expected in India in November and by
2023 all the 36 jets will be in operational
in the IAF.
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The estimate — which would amount
to more than 760 million people based on
a current world population of about 7.6 billion — far outstrips the number of confirmed cases as tallied by both WHO and
Johns Hopkins University, now more than
35 million worldwide.
Experts have long said that the number of confirmed cases greatly underestimates the true figure.
The comments came during a special
session of the executive board to consider the follow-up to its previous meeting,
in May, that passed a resolution to look into
the world’s - and WHO’s - response to the
pandemic. Ryan warned that the world was
“now heading into a difficult period. The
disease continues to spread. It is on the rise
in many parts of the world.”
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Under the GST structure, taxes are
levied under 5, 12, 18 and 28 per cent slabs.
On top of the highest tax slab, a cess is
levied on luxury, sin and demerit goods
and the proceeds from the same are used
to compensate states for any revenue
loss. Finance Secretary Ajay Bhushan
Pandey said with effect from January 1,
2021, GST refunds would be paid/disbursed in a validated bank account linked
with the PAN and Aadhaar of the registered taxpayer.
The 42nd meeting of the GST Council,
chaired by Union Finance Minister and
comprising state counterparts, also eased
compliance burden for small taxpayers

with an annual turnover of less than Rs 5
crore by allowing them to file GST returns
on a quarterly basis with monthly tax payments from January 1, 2021.
“Such quarterly taxpayers would, for
the first two months of the quarter, have
an option to pay 35 per cent of the net cash
tax liability of the last quarter using an
auto-generated challan,” the statement
added.
Pandey said the Council has also
approved the revised requirement of
declaring HSN (Harmonised System of
Nomenclature) Code for goods in invoices and in sales return Form GSTR-1 with
effect from April 1, 2021. Taxpayers with
a turnover of over Rs 5 crore will have to
quote 6 digit HSN or tariff code, while taxpayers with aggregate annual turnover up
to Rs 5 crore will have to quote HSN code
up to 4 digits for B2B supplies of both
goods and services.
Further, to encourage domestic
launching of satellites particularly by
young startups, the satellite launch services
supplied by ISRO, Antrix Corporation Ltd
and NSIL has been exempted from Goods
and Services Tax (GST) by the Council.
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“As per Home Ministry Unlock V
order for reopening, States/UT
Governments may take a decision in
respect of the reopening of schools and
coaching institutions after October 15 in
a graded manner in consultation with the
respective schools/institutions management and based on the local situation. For
this purpose, States/UTs will prepare their
own SOP regarding health and safety precaution for reopening of schools based on
the SOP to the Ministry of Education,
Government of India. States/UTs may
adopt or adapt the SOP as per local context and requirements,” the guidelines read.
The Education Ministry’s guidelines
further stated that the SOP for health,
hygiene and safety include preparation the
schools have to do before reopening such
as proper cleaning and sanitisation of all
parts of the school, provision for hand
wash and disinfection, seating plan, safe
transport plan, staggering of time table and
classes, precaution at entry and exit points,
and arrangements for safe residential stay
at hostels and sensitisation of students,
teachers, school authorities, school management committees, and parents.
The SOP also provides safety protocols to be followed after the re-opening of
schools such as maintaining physical/social
distancing norms by keeping a minimum
6 feet gap between each other, wearing of
masks at all times in the classroom, laboratory and play areas, maintaining hand
hygiene and respiratory etiquette and
screening before entry into the school and
students may attend schools only with the
written consent of parents.
The guidelines further stated that
there will be flexibility in attendance
norms and students may opt for online
classes.
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Ne w Del hi (PTI): The
D efence Ministr y has
scrapped the requirement of
minimum continuous service of seven years for grant
of enhanced ordinary family
pension (EOFP) to the next
of kin of deceased defence
personnel, an official statement said Monday.
An EOFP is 50 per cent of
personnel’s last emoluments
and is payable for 10 years
from the date of the death of
the personnel in service, the
ministry said in the statement.

“The requirement of continuous qualifying service of
7 years (to get EOFP) is done
away wit h ef fe c t f rom
October 1, 2019,” it said.
If the service personnel
dies after his or her release,
retirement, discharge or
invalidment, the EOFP is
given for seven years from the
date of death or up to the
time when the personnel
would have reached 67 years
of age, whichever is earlier,
the ministry noted.
Further, the family of
armed forces personnel who

died within 10 years before
October 1, 2019, without
completing continuous service of seven years, would be
getting the EOFP, it noted.
As per the rules till date,
“there is a requirement of
continuous qualifying service of 7 years for grant of the
EOFP to the next of kin of
defence forces personnel”, it
stated. While the EOFP is 50
per cent of last emoluments
of the personnel, the ordinary
family pension (OFP) is 30
per cent of last emoluments
of the personnel.
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he power employees
including the engineers
T
went on indefinite strike on

hief Minister Yogi
Adityanath inaugurated the
C
state-of-the-art Cobas Lab and

Monday in protest against the
government move to privatise
Purvanchal Vidyut Vitran
Nigam Limited (PVVNL),
which supplies electricity in the
21 districts of six divisions of
Purvanchal (eastern UP). To
meet the situation being created by the strike and ensure
smooth supply in the entire
region, the state government
and district administration
have made several alternative
arrangements. Besides, at
power sub stations, offices and
other places tight security and
other arrangements have been
made.
Under the banner of
Power Employees’ Joint Action
Committee, power employ- ?^fTaT\_[^hTTbbcPVX]V_a^cTbcX]EPaP]PbX^]<^]SPh?X^]TTa
ees held a meeting at PVVNL
headquarters at Bhikharipur city no major impacts were of power disruption in many where the customers can file
here which was attended by seen, power supply in many other areas including Sarnath. their complaints round-thehundreds of employees and other adjoining districts was There was five hour power dis- clock. Besides, elaborate securuption through Ashapur rity and other arrangements
engineers and while address- affected badly.
In view of the strike, the feeder apart from reports of no have been made at one 440
ing the power staff, the speakers strongly criticised the state officers were keeping watch on power supply in Madauli areas KVA, four 220 KVA, eight 132
government for its policy of the situation through its con- of DPH Manduadih, in KVA, 82 82/11 KVA power
privatisation and adopting trol room set up at the office Badshah Bagh, Birdopur and sub-stations apart from 229
rigid attitude as all the meet- of ADM (Finance/Revenue). many other areas. In trans- feeders. At power sub-staings to resolve the problems For repairing faults, the dis- Ganga Chandauli district due tions the supply would be
failed to bring any consensus. trict administration had to closure of Chandhasi power ensured through outsourcing
They also raised many other deployed some ITI trained sub-station, the supply of by deploying 393 employees
demands including restoration electricians. According to many areas was also disrupt- there.Besides, Uttar Pradesh
of old pension schemes. The information, police forces have ed. District Magistrate (DM) Power Corporation Limited
power employees also held been deployed at many power Kaushal Raj Sharma said that (UPPCL) had provided the list
meetings at many other dis- sub-stations but despite that in view of strike, three control of 201 diploma holders, 3,052
tricts of Varanasi, Allahabad, some power employees had rooms have been set up with retired officers and employees
Gorakhpur,
Azamgarh, disconnected the supply of toll free number of 1912, while the principal of ITI
Vindhyachal (Mirzapur) and some of the areas from 0542-2300136 (Bhikharipur) Karaundi gave list of 274
Basti divisions. On the first Shankuldhara power sub-sta- and 0542-2221944 (City trainees and 10 trainers apart
day of the strike, though in the tion. There were also reports Command Centre, Sigra) from many others.

220-bed Covid Hospital at
MLN Medical College on
Monday through video conferencing. This was the second
Cobas Lab in the state. With
this, around 2,500 RTPCR
checks can be done in a single
day.
In his address on this occasion, the Chief Minister said
that both this will prove to be
a milestone in the testing and
treatment of COVID-19. He
said that out of 220 beds made
for high-quality Covid patients
in the newly constructed super
specialty block under the
Pradhan Mantri Swasthya
Suraksha Yojana, 140 beds are
of ICU and 80 beds of isolation.
All other state-of-the-art facilities are available at COVID-19
Hospital along with all medical
equipment as well as central
oxygen facility for life saving
oxygen gas.
The Chief Minister said
that Cobas-6800 lab is the first
lab in Uttar Pradesh. He said
that this would help in increasing the quality and efficiency of
the corona test. From Cobas6800, 1500 samples per day will
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s many as 104 new
COVID-19 patients have
A
been detected in the district on
Monday, increasing the total
number of cases to 14,197.
Besides, the district also saw
two more deaths, increasing the
toll to 231. During the day, the
follow-up negative reports
included 125 patients. Out of
them, 118 patients were recovered from home isolation,

increasing the number to 9,672
and seven patients have been
discharged from the hospitals.
With this, the number of cured
patients from the hospitals has
reached 2,735. The total number of cured patients is now
12,407, leaving 1,559 active
patients. The recovery rate has
improved to 87.39 per cent,
while the mortality rate has
remained at 1.62 per cent.
Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) Dr VB Singh has

informed that in the first
report of the day by 11am, 62
positive patients were detected out of 2,892 received
reports.
Till then, the total test
reports received were 2,25,464
and the results of 1,491 are
awaited. Out of them, 2,11,309
were negative while 14,155
positive. The total number of
samples collected was
2,41,373. Earlier, a female
aged 50 and a male (55) from

Habibpura (Chetganj) and
Surajkund (Nai Sarak) respectively succumbed to COVID19 at Sir Sunderlal Hospital
(SSH), Banaras Hindu
University (BHU). With the
addition of 11 new red zones,
the total number of hotspots
has increased to 2,101 including 324 red zones. Three green
zones have been converted
into red zones again. There are
1,777 green zones with one
new one.
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he Gangetic Dolphin Jalaj
Safari was inaugurated in
T
the district on the occasion of
World Dolphin Day at the
confluence of rivers Ganga
and Gomti near Markandeya
Mahadev Ghat, Kaithi here on
Monday on the fifth day of
ongoing Wildlife Week. The
programme was attended by
experts from Indian Institute of
Forestr y, Ganga Prahari,
National Disaster Response

Force (NDRF), Forest
Department, Ganga Vichar
Manch, VESS India, children
and others.
Namami Gange is a new
initiative to develop river
Ganga for economic purposes
in view to enhance the livelihood of the local people by creating job opportunities like
boatmen, nature guides and
providers of other tourist facilities. Initially, three boats have
been attached to this programme by painting the dol-

phin concept on them and in
the coming days, more and
more boatmen and nature
guides will be linked to this
scheme and their self-help
groups (SHGs) will be developed apart from promoting
eco-tourism. Sailors and nature
guides will be trained in view
to develop their overall information and capacity especially in connection with dolphins
and other aquatic organisms.
They will also be trained for
maintaining security arrange-

ments.
Ganges dolphins are seen
in large numbers in Varanasi
district, especially in GangaGomti Sangam area. By providing this type of systematic ecotourism along with religious
tourism, India’s national aquatic dolphin will also get strength
for conservation. Along with
this, the possibility of promoting eco-tourism will also be
created and the livelihood of
the local people will be
increased.

DR_[RjDZ_XYW]RjddeReVX`ge
VARANASI
(PNS):
Making a scathing attack on
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
for rising crime against women
in the state, Rajya Sabha MP of
Aam Admi Party (AAP) Sanjay
Singh said that the party would
fight right from the roads to the
Parliament to ensure justice to
the victim’s family. Talking to
the presspersons at Paradkar
Bhawan here on Sunday, after
addressing the party workers,
he reiterated, once again, that
the inquiry into the Hathras
incident should be done by a
committee headed by a sitting
judge of the Supreme Court.

Flaying the state government, he said that the Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
failed on the fronts of maintaining law and order situation
and providing jobs to the
unemployed youths as per
the promises of the BJP manifesto. AAP MP said that UP
is not safe for the women as in
many cases, the government
was seen protecting the main
accused of the rape cases.
Singh also criticised the BJP
MLA from Ballia district
Surendra Singh for his statement on the Hathras incident,
saying that the same just

showed the mentality of BJP.
Singh was here to hold dialogue with the party workers
in view of strengthening
AAP’s organisation.
UPSC
PRELIMS:
Thousands of candidates
appeared in preliminar y
examinations of Union Public
Service Commission (UPSC)
in their attempt to become
IAS, IPS and other top administrative officers. About 26,641
candidates were scheduled to
appear in the examinations
conducted at 50 centres in the
city here on Sunday. For making elaborate security arrange-

ments as many as 22 sector
magistrates were deployed to
keep watch on the activities at
different centres during the
examinations conducted in
two shifts starting from 9.30
am and 2.30 pm. Besides, at all
centres static magistrates were
deployed and all activities
were watched through CCTV
cameras.
During the examinations,
social distance and other
COVID-19 guidelines were
followed and no candidates
were allowed to enter the
centres without wearing
masks.
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VARANASI (PNS): Principal
Chief Electrical Engineer
(PCEE) Satish Kumar Kashyap
released a book based on welding technology in Hindi at his
chamber on the behalf of
General Manager (GM)
Yashpal Singh in Diesel
Locomotive Works (DLW)
here on Monday. The book
entitled ‘Guide of Welding
Technology’ (second edition)
was edited by Assistant
Mechanical
Engineer
(Training) Dr Vipin Kumar
Srivastava in the supervision of
Principal of Technical Training
Centre (TTC), DLW, Ram
Janam Choubey. The function
was also attended by Chief
Electrical
Engineer
(Maintenance) Pawan Priya

Raju. This book has been specially attempted to provide
theoretical knowledge of welding as well as practical information to railway personnel and
officials related to welding
engineering and technology of
Indian Railways. This handbook will help in increasing the
welding quality for manufacturing world class locomotives. The first edition of this
book was released by the then
General Manager on 28 March,
2018 and was conferred with
the Lal Bahadur Shastri
Technical Basic Writing Award
from the Railway Board level.
WEBINAR: Valedictory
session of national webinar on
‘Gandhian Values and
Principles of National Service

Scheme (NSS)’ was organised
under the auspices of NSS,
Banaras Hindu University
(BHU) with Dr Bala
Lakhendra and Deepali Yadav
as programme coordinator and
organising secretary respectively. In his address, chief
guest and great grandson of
Mahatma Gandhi Tushar
Gandhi motivated the students
to use the theory of Mahatma
Gandhi for doing social service
and asked them to find a village
that is far from development
and have not received any welfare projects till now. He also
asked for the need of real life
based social service than doing
any activism on social media
which does not reaches the
underprivileged at all. Director

of Sabarmati Ashram Arun
Pandya spoke about Gandhi’s
visit to BHU when he returned
from South Africa. Prof. Saroj
Bala, Dean of NCERT and Dr
Sanjay Kumar, convener of
Gandhi Study Circle (Delhi
University) were the speakers.
Dr Dinesh Chahal, programme
coordinator NSS Central
University of Haryana and Dr
Satish Kumar Sahni, programme advisor, Government
of India also shared their views
about Gandhi Regional directors Dr Anshumali Sharma
and Dr Ashok Shoti also participated in the programme
conducted by Dr Chinmoy
Roy. In the end, NSS volunteers
presented papers sharing their
ideas and views.

be tested in a quality manner.
Chief Minister said that
COVID-19 Hospital and
Cobas-6800 Lab set up in
Swaroop Rani Hospital will
also benefit other districts
around Prayagraj district,
including
Mirzapur,
Chitrakoot, Banda, Pratapgarh,
Kaushambi, Fatehpur and other
districts. People will also be
able to take advantage of it.
Chief Minister said that
unprecedented work has been
done in Uttar Pradesh under
the guidance of the Prime
Minister in controlling the
global pandemic, in which significant support of the Central
Government has been received.
He said that the Government of
Uttar Pradesh is continuously
working in preventing and
treating this pandemic with full
strength and commitment, in
which the cooperation of all
people has also achieved
unprecedented success.
Chief Minister said that
the State Government has
ensured adequate number of
beds in L-1, L-2 and L-3 hospitals made for Covid. He said
that proper arrangements for
oxygen, ventilators, PPE kits,
medicines and other necessary things have also been
ensured there. He said that

there has been a complete
change in health medicine in
the state. He said that the
establishment of many new
medical colleges in the state
and super specialty hospitals
has been arranged in the
already established medical
colleges, for which he thanked
the Union Health Minister Dr
Harsh Vardhan. He said that
this has been possible with the
guidance of the Prime Minister
and with the support of the
Union Health Minister.
Participating in the programme, Union Minister Dr.
Harsh Vardhan praised the
unprecedented efforts made
by the Government of Uttar
Pradesh in controlling the
corona and said that due to the
untiring efforts of the Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, Uttar
Pradesh- has seen a success in
controlling COVID-19. He said
that apart from other states,
important work has been done
in the health sector in Uttar
Pradesh, including the establishment of medical colleges,
super specialty hospitals and
many other works.
On this occasion, Uttar
Pradesh's Minister Suresh
Kumar Khanna said that the
COVID-19 Hospital established in Swaroop Rani

Hospital, which was inaugurated on Monday by the Chief
Minister, is in the form of All
in One Model Hospital. He said
that all the facilities are available here simultaneously. He
further said that Cobas Lab will
increase testing capacity and
quality of COVID-19. He congratulated the Chief Minister
for the untiring efforts being
made for the rescue and treatment of Corona. It is said that
due to the systematic arrangements made by the Chief
Minister for the control of
COVID-19 in the state with
such a large population, significant success has been achieved
in prevention and treatment of
Covid.
On the occasion of the
inauguration programme conducted by the Chief Minister
through video conferencing in
the NIC Room at Collectorate,
MP Phulpur- Keshari Devi
Patel, MLA City North- Harsh
Vardhan Bajpai, Divisional
Commissioner Ramesh Kumar,
IG KP Singh, District
Magistrate Bhanu Chandra
Goswami, Principal of Medical
College Dr. SP Singh, Chief
Development Officer Ashish
Kumar and other concerned
officers and doctors were present.
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he employees of the
Electricity department
T
went on an indefinite strike on
Monday to protest against privatisation. The responsibility of
handling power supply in all
the 20 divisions of the district
has been handed over to a private company Prime One
Workforce Limited. On Sunday
evening, the new MD Dr Saroj
Kumar inquired about the situation from Chief Engineer OP
Yadav and instructed not to let
any kind of impact on supplies
during strike and complete
alternative arrangements. In
view of the situation, police
force has been put in place on
the sub-stations.
After the negotiations
between
the
Power
Corporation Management and
Vidyut Karmachari Sanyukt
Sangarsh Samiti were inconclusive, the struggle across the
divisions was declared by delegation of the Samiti. However,
Vidyut Karmachari Sanyukt
Sangarsh Samiti reiterated its
resolve to positively improve
the power system and appealed
to Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath to intervene in the
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energy sector to end the atmosphere of conflict created by the
management, so that the situation can be controlled.
On Sunday, in the protest
meeting in front of George
Town’s Chief Engineer
Transmission Office, the officebearers of the Sangharsh Samiti
said that it was decided in a
written agreement with Power
Minister Srikanth Sharma in
the past that the existing system
of power distribution corporations should improve power
distribution itself. The employees and engineers will take
meaningful steps in this regard
after taking in confidence the

employees, but this has not
been done.
The representatives of the
Sangharsh Samiti also said that
according to the agreement, the
initiative was not taken by the
management after the power
employees, junior engineers
and engineers taking in confidence. The Sangharsh Samiti
said that 1.5 million employees
across the country joined the
work boycott to strengthen
this movement at the national
level in support of the work
boycott of power workers due
to the dogma of electricity
management.
Earlier, the Sangharsh

Samiti chalked out a strategy
after holding a meeting to
make the boycott successful
starting Monday.
They also instructed the
engineers and employees to
make the movement successful
in a peaceful and democratic
manner.
The office-bearers said that
the action of crushing the
peaceful agitation of the power
workers will not be tolerated
against the proposal of privatisation of Purvanchal Vidyut
Vitran Nigam and transfer of
other institutions to private
hands.
The officials of the
Sangharsh Samiti said that
during the work boycott started on Monday, employees of
power generating houses,
765/400 kV power sub-stations and shift wise work in system control was not involved so
that the public does not have to
face problems.
The office-bearers of the
Sangharsh Samiti also said that
during the work boycott, the
electricity supply of drinking
water and other essential services remained restored apart
from the hospitals so as to the
general public did not have to
face inconvenience.
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he Prayagraj district reported the lowest number of
T
144 new positive cases of Covid
infection in the last 24 hours on
Sunday night. With this, the
figure of corona infected persons in the district has crossed
from 20,000 to 20,076. While
308 people became infection
free in 24 hours, three patients
died during treatment.
According to CMO Dr GS
Bajpai, after about two months,
the figures of infected persons
have decreased. Only 144 cases
have come positive in 24 hours.
More than twice as many as
308 patients have been infection-free on the same day.

Dr Bajpai said that out of
the 308 patients who got infection-free, 47 were discharged
from various Covid hospitals.
At the same time home isolation of 261 infected was completed. So far 12,870 patients
have been cured in home isolation. At the same time, 4,615
patients have been discharged
from various Covid hospitals
and Covid care centres. The
death toll from Covid infection
has increased to 274.
According to the CMO,
there were 2,317 active cases of
corona infection in the district
on Sunday. A total of 251
patients are admitted in various
Covid Care Centres and
Hospitals. Out of these, 90

patients are being treated in L3
Hospital SRN, 42 in Beli, 28 in
Railway Hospital, 39 in
Kalindipuram, 22 in United
Medicity and 30 in Sainath
Vatsalya AMA Hospital.
The number of corona
patients decreased the most on
Sunday. This is the first figure
since August, 65 days when the
number of corona patients has
declined so much. On August
1, there were 141 positive cases
of corona and on October 4,
144 patients were found.
However, the number of
patients has started decreasing
since last one week. On Sunday,
the total number of corona
patients crossed 20,000. At the
same time, the number of peo-

ple who died after the death of
three patients has increased to
274.
These days the Health
department is breathing a lot of
relief. Because of this, the number of patients has started to
decrease. Recently, till a few
days ago, where more than 400
positive cases were being
received daily, the number has
now reduced to less than 150.
Active cases are also coming
down, that is, the number of
positive patients has come
down, as well as the number of
healthy patients is increasing.
This is the reason that there are
only 2,317 active patients in the
district who are undergoing
treatment.

1&5ODXQFKHVFRPPXQLFDWLRQFDPSDLJQ
ALLAHABAD (PNS): For
combating COVID-19 amidst
unlocking of economy and
upcoming festival season;
North Central Railway has
launched intensive communication campaign for October
and November 2020. With
focus on Covid appropriate
behaviour Ministry of Railway
in consultation with Ministry
of
Information
and
Broadcasting had decided to
launch a multipronged, standard and simple communication campaign for passengers,
railway customers, employees
and public at large during
ensuing festive season. This
include display of posters in
stations and trains; automated
announcement and jingles
through station PA system;
display of video materials on
LED screens on stations and
LED display in trains; message
on electronic reservation slip
(ERS), website and IRCTC
app; extensive use of social

media platforms and bulk SMS
to passengers, railway employees etc. On North Central
Railway 261 important stations equipped with PA systems
are regularly announcing
COVID-19 related precautionary messages; major stations
equipped with LED display
facility are playing video clip on
COVID-19 related precautions;
posters have been provided in
all stations and primary trains
of NCR; social media platforms are being used to spread
awareness Besides existing
efforts, further directions and
standard communication related materials received from
Ministry of Railways and
Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting shall be used for
intensifying this communication campaign. In addition to
intensive communication campaign, other COVID-19 related arrangements such as automatic thermal scanners at
major stations; hand held scan-

ners at all stations and workplaces; social distancing
arrangements at stations, workplaces, offices etc.; promoting
use of Arogya setu app; hand
hygiene arrangements; luggage
sanitisation & wrapping
arrangement; kiosk for mask,
sanitiser etc.; COVID-19 safety kit sales points; contactless
ticket checking arrangements;
etc. are put in place to safeguard
passengers as well as railway
employees from Corona virus.
As on October 4 total 638 formal and informal training programmes on sanitisation and
information, education and
communication (IEC) have
been organised on NCR to
equip our medical professionals and other front-line staff
with requisite knowledge on
novel disease. Screening of
Railway employees, their family members and other beneficiaries of Railway medical services has been intensified, and
as on 04.10.2020 more than

15,400 persons have been
examined in 05 separate clinics being run to examine persons with fever and symptoms
like COVID-19. COVID-19
care facilities are being upgraded continuously in hospitals
over North Central Railway. So
far, in 100 beds level-2 Covid
care facility of Jhansi Divisional
hospital, 464 Covid positive
patients have been admitted of
which 338 discharged, 77
referred to other hospitals and
49 are currently under treatment. In level-2 facility of 100
beds at Central Hospital
Prayagraj, total admissions are
435 of which 370 are discharged, 40 referred to other
hospitals and 25 are currently
under treatment. COVID-19
testing has also been intensified
and Divisional Railway hospital Jhansi has done 1,868 tests
while Central Hospital
Prayagraj has done 2,372
COVID-19 tests till October 4,
2020.
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anpur Nagar reported 153
more coronavirus positive
cases on Monday evening.
Chief Medical Officer Dr
Anil K Mishra said that 153
more people had tested positive
for coronavirus infection
between Sunday evening and
Monday evening taking he
tally of confirmed cases to
25,966 cases.
He said five COVID-19
deaths in the city pushed the
toll to 690 on Monday evening.
The CMO said with 214
COVID-19 patients recovering
in hospitals and home isolation
in the last 24 hours, 22,278
coronavirus infected people
had been cured in the city and
at present 2998 active cases
were undergoing treatment.
Dr Mishra said 5,413 samples were sent for testing in the
city.

K
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broke out in a paint
factory on Pachore Road
Afire
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Bithoor police station on
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anpur Nagar District
Magistrate Alok Tiwari has
K
expressed concern that the
COVID-19 death rate in the
city has not declined as expected despite all efforts.
He said though the
COVID-19 deaths had come
down from a daily average of
12-15 to around 6-7, the objective was to still bring the
death rate down even further.
Tiwari said one reason for
this that had come to light was
that the hospitals were receiving very critical COVID-19
patients who, despite the best
efforts, could not be saved and
so a strategy was being worked
out to identify coronavirus
positive cases at the earliest so
that they could be immediately
shifted to hospitals for treatment to save their lives.
The district magistrate
said the objective was to save

every life and the administration was making every effort
to ensure that it came from the
static figure daily.
He said strict monitoring
was regularly being maintained at all the government
and even private Covid hospitals.
Tiwari said the district
administration and the medical officials had decided to
shift COVID-19 patients at the
initial stages of infection to
hospital to start treatment
immediately.
He said one reason given
by the medical officials for the
spread of the infection and
COVID-19 patients being
brought to hospital in a critical condition was that in suburban areas and slums, the
people were not following the
social distancing norms and
when a symptom manifested,
they started taking medicines
on their own without consult-

ing a doctor. He said when the
condition of such patients
worsened, they were rushed to
the hospital when it was
already too late and the
chances of recovery were little.
The district magistrate
made a surprise inspection of
Regency Hospital at Govind
Nagar and went through the
documents related to deaths,
diagnosis, pathology reports
and billing. He said on the
whole the static magistrates
gave their feedback that the
doctors were regularly visiting
patients and that anaesthetists,
specialists and chest physicians
were constantly on duty.
Tiwari said the hospital
had complied with the Covid
protocols and guidelines and
its working was found satisfactory.
He said during detailed
discussions with GSVM
Medical College Principal Prof
RB Kamal. it was decided to

set up a four-member special
committee under LLT
Superintendent Dr Jyoti
Saxena to find out why
COVID-19 deaths in the city
had once again shot up from
zero to 7-8 per day.
The other members of the
committee are Dr Richa Giri,
Prof Anil Verma and Prof
Yeshwant Rao. The committee
has been asked to submit its
report in two days.
The doctors are of the
view that tracking and surveillance is not being carried
out in the right earnest and
most of the patients are getting
treatment at home by local
doctors and they come to hospital only when their condition
worsens.
The district magistrate
said the committee would
especially look into these facts
and also find if the death rate
was being put up transparently or not.
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he GSVM Medical College
doctors claim that the
T
COVID-19 graph has fallen
because of herd immunity.
They point out that in Kanpur
Nagar, the COVID-19 death
rate had shot up to 16 per day
and around 600 positive cases
were being detected but now it
was showing a decline mainly
because of herd immunity.
However, they warn, the
second wave is yet to arrive and
thus one must remain alert as
one cannot yet say that the
virus has weakened.
The government has also
issued directives that there
should be no laxity so that the
Covid infection and death rates

could be brought to zero.
Head of GSVMMC transfusion medicine department
Dr Lubna Khan said when the
novel coronavirus first started
to spread, the immunity was
practically nil and only a good
immune system could fight
the virus.
She said when most of a
population was immune to an
infectious disease, it provided
indirect protection — or herd
immunity — to those who
were not immune to the disease. She said if 80 per cent of
a population was immune to a
virus, four out of every five
people who encountered someone with the disease would not
get sick and this contained the
disease. She said thus kept the

spread of the infectious disease
under control.
She added that for infections without a vaccine, even if
many adults had developed
immunity because of prior
infection, the disease could
still circulate among children
and could still infect those
with weak immune systems.
Dr Khan said flu mainly
mutated over time, so antibodies from a previous infection provided protection for
only a short period of time. She,
however, cautioned that when
infection rates rose and fell over
time one may relax social distancing measures when numbers of infections fall, and then
may need to re-implement
these measures as numbers

increase again.
She said prolonged effort
would be required to prevent
major outbreaks until a vaccine
was developed.
Dr Khan said as per the
WHO, the death rate for
COVID-19 was 10 times higher than for the flu. She said it
was higher still among vulnerable groups like the elderly and
people with weakened immune
systems.
She said the physical distancing measures needed may
vary over time and would not
always need to be as strict as
our current shelter-in-place
laws. “But till a vaccine is
developed, proper and extra
care has to be taken,” she
added.
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anpur
Divisional
Commissioner
Raj
K
Shekhar, during a surprise visit
to Kanpur Nagar Nigam on
Monday, found over 60 per
cent of the employees absent in
nearly all sections. In some sections, not even a single employee was present.
The divisional commissioner directed Kanpur
Municipal Commissioner
Akshay Tripathi to deduct
one day’s salary of all the
absent employees.
He also directed the
municipal commissioner to
issue show-cause notice to all
officials and employees and
submit their replies within a
week.
Shekhar also directed the
municipal commissioner to
make adverse entries in the
records of the supervisory
officials for poor monitoring
and super vision of the
employees and officials attendance and their punctuality.
The divisional commissioner then checked the
redressal of the public grievances by the Call Centre set up
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at the Kanpur Nagar Nigam
and found over 55 per cent of
the complaints and grievances
were still pending.
He found that since
January 2020, nearly 5,000
complaints and grievances
had been registered out of

which around 40 per cent
were disposed of and five per
cent had been rejected.
He advised the municipal
commissioner to dispose of
the pending complaints and
grievances by October 15 and
that too without compromis-

ing on quality. He also suggested appropriate disciplinary action against the officials who had failed to perform and also the staff who
were neither attending to nor
resolving public grievances
in the stipulated time frame.
Shekhar also directed the
municipal commissioner to
carry out weekly random
checking of attendance and
hold weekly review meetings
to take feedback on the pending grievances and check if the
disposal of complaints was
proper or not.
He also directed the
municipal commissioner to
set up a Covid Help Desk at
KNN and also set up public
address system for spreading
awareness about COVID-19
among all the visitors and
employees of KNN. He granted three weeks’ time to the
municipal commissioner to
comply with this directive.
Shekhar
personally
reviewed the complaints and
found majority were related to
choked drains and cleaning
and some had not been
attended to since September
17, 2020.

Monday morning.
Seeing the flames and thick
smoke in the factory, panic prevailed among the workers of
other factories. Immediately, all
the adjacent factories were got
vacated. Due to massive jam on
GT Road, the fire brigade
reached the spot after one-andhalf hours.
According to reports, there
are several manufacturing units
on Pachore Road of Mandhana
Industrial Area. Around 9 am
every day, the labourers and
workers reach there to report
on duty. On Monday morning,
with the start of entry of workers in these units, a paint factory suddenly caught fire.
Seeing the devastating
flames, the security guards and
workers escaped from there.
The cops from Mandhana
outpost immediately reached
the spot and controlled the situation. Entry of workers to
other factories was stopped.
With the flames coming into
contact with the highly inflammable chemicals in drums, the
fire became devastating.
Fire tenders were pressed
into service and they took over
two hours to extinguish the fire
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KANPUR (PNS): The Gwaltoli
police have arrested three punters engaged in betting on IPL
matches on Monday. The
police recovered `30 lakh in
cash from them. Their operation was not confined to
Kanpur but spread to different
states. Superintendent of Police
(West) Anil Kumar and
Superintendent of Police
(South) Deepak Bhuker said
the drive to nab punters of IPL
matches was on in the city. On
a tip-off, the police raided a
house at Khalasi Lines in
Gwaltoli and arrested Ravinder
Singh of Khalasi Lines and
Harsh Verma and Sonu Singh
of Gwaltoli. One of their
accomplices, Gaurav, escaped
during the police raid.
Apart from recovery of
C.29,00,520, police also recovered six mobile phones and one
notebook from the accused.
SP (South) said these punters would always remain in
contact with big bookies and
earn huge commission.
He gathered some important clues from the mobile
chat of the accused. With the
help of CDR, their links with
other bookies were being ascertained, he added.
Meanwhile, the Chakeri
police also arrested two speculators involved in betting for
IPL match through WhatsApp
on Sunday and sent them to
jail. Police recovered a register
and two mobile phones from
them. Station House Officer
Ravi Srivastava said Jajmau
outpost incharge Anurag Singh
arrested two youths near UCO
Bank branch at Jajmau. They
were identified as Ashish
Kesarwani of Phoolwali Gali at
Lal Bungalow and Somil of
Jajmau Gaushala. The SHO
said after collecting call details,
other gang members would be
arrested.
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Siddharthnagar railway station via video link on
Monday. Speaking on the occasion through
video link, Railway Minister Piyush Goyal said
that the due to the birth of Mahatma Buddha
in Lumbini near Naugarh, his life events being
connected with this region and in view of public aspirations the Naugarh railway station was
named Siddharthnagar. He congratulated everyone for it. A large number of Buddhist pilgrims
came here for Lumbini. The area has been
declared a World Heritage site by UNESCO. The
construction of 240-km-long new railway line

stations. He said that in UP under 67 railway
projects migrant workers who had come here
were being provided employment under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Rozgar Abhiyan.
to the in The railway minister said that there
has been unprecedented improvement in loading of goods. The loading in September this year
was almost 80 per cent more than the previous
year. The railway minister said that Antyodaya,
Humsafar, Deendayalu and LHB coaches were
being made at Modern Coach Factory, Rae
Bareli, and the factory doubled production of
coaches last year which was a record in itself.
On the occasion MP Jagdambika Pal thanked
the Railway Minister Piyush Goyal and said that
development work was being done rapidly
through the railways. MP Jagambika Pal said that

from Khalilabad to Bahraich via DomriaganjUtraula-Balrampur-Shravasti has been given
approval. The completion of this project will
accelerate development of Sant Kabir Nagar,
Siddharthnagar, Shravasti, Bahraich and Gonda
districts. Goyal said that in Uttar Pradesh during the past six years construction of 460-kmlong new rail line, 531 km doubling and 489
km gauge conversion works were completed.
Similarly electrification of 4,682 km was also
completed with which the trains will be able to
run at high speed and environment will also be
protected. Besides all 1,404 unmanned level
crossings had been eliminated in UP, he said.
Railway Minister further said that due to the
nationwide lockdown the movement of passenger trains had to be stopped, but the movement of goods trains and parcel trains for the
supply of food and other essential materials in
the country continued uninterrupted due to
which supply the essential materials to the people and coal could reach the power stations. The
movement of special trains was started. A total
of 1,661 Shramik special trains arrived in UP.
From UP too through 191 shramik special trains
2,50,000 passengers were sent to various states.
In Uttar Pradesh 270 railway coaches had been
converted into Covid Care coaches at various

Naugarh station was named Siddharthnagar in
view of public aspirations.This has fulfilled the
much-awaited demand of the people here. He
said that this region was related to the events of
childhood of Gautama Buddha. Pal said that
during the lockdown the Railways ran Shramik
Special trains. Besides, 5,000 coaches were converted into Covid care coaches. The construction of Khalilabad-Bahraich new line (240 km)
has been approved. The railway minister was
apprised of the demands of the public of the
region.
While welcoming the guests, Divisional
Railway Manager (DRM)/Lucknow Dr Monika
Agnihotri said that in view of the demand of the
public of the region the district headquarters station, Naugarh railway station, has been named
Siddharthnagar.
The programme was broadcast live via
YouTube. On the occasion through web link
MLA Shyam Dhani, General Manager of North
Eastern Railway (NER) LC Trivedi and senior
railway officers were present. The programme
was conducted by the Chief Public Relations
Officer (CPRO) Pankaj Kumar Singh while the
vote of thanks was proposed by Additional
Divisional Railway Manager (ADRM)/
Operations Shishir Somvanshi.

nion Minister of Railways, Commerce and
Industry, Piyush Goyal dedicated the
U
changed name of Naugarh railway station to
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he railway administration
has from October 11
T
changed the arrival and departure timing of following clone
special trains at different stations, Chief Public Relations
Officer (CPRO) Pankaj Kumar
Singh said.
The 02573
Muzaffarpur-Anand Vihar
Terminus clone special train as
per the changed time will reach
Gorakhpur Junction station at
16:40 hours and leave at 16:50
hours. The 02569 DarbhangaNew Delhi Clone special train as
per the changed time will reach
Aishbagh station at 19:55 hours
and leave at 20:05 hours and will
reach Kanpur Central at 21:35
hrs and leave at 21:40 hours. The
02570 New Delhi-Darbhanga
clone special train as per the

changed time will reach Kanpur
Central station at 18:25 hours
and leave at 18:30 hours, reach
Aishbagh station at 19:40 hrs
and leave at 19.50 hrs. The
02563 Saharsa-New Delhi clone
special train will reach Aishbagh
station at 20:15 hours and leave
at 20:25 hours as per the
changed time. The 02564 New
Delhi-Saharsa clone special train
as per the changed time will
reach Aishbagh station at 01:25
hours and leave at 01:35 hours.
The 04651 Jaynagar-Amritsar
clone special train as per the
changed time will depart from
Jaynagar at 04:15 hours, reach
Darbhanga at 05:25 hours and
leave at 05:30 hours. It will
reach Samastipur at 07:00 hours
and leave at 07:25 hours, arrive
at Muzaffarpur at 08:20 hours
and leave at 08.25 hours, reach

Chhapra at 11.10 hours and
leave at 11:20 hours and reach
Shahganj at 16:55 hours and
leave at 17:20 hours. The 09465
Ahmedabad-Darbhanga clone
special train as per the changed
time will reach Shahganj at
23:25 hours and leave at 23:50
hours, reach Chhapra at 04:50
hours and leave at 04:55 hours,
will reach Muzaffarpur at 07.00
hours and leave at 07.05 hours
and reach Samastipur at 08:30
hours and depart at 08.55
hours and reach Darbhanga at
10:30 hours. The 09466
Darbhanga-Ahmedabad clone
special train as per the changed
time will reach Muzaffarpur at
05:20 hours and leave at 05:25
hrs, reach Chhapra at 08:40
hours and leave at 08.30 hours
and reach Shahganj at 13.45
hours and leave at 14:10 hours.
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he body of a youth was
found hanging in a hotel in
T
Ratanganj locality under Katra
Kotwali on Sunday. The youth
was identified as Adarsh Patel,
a resident of Javansipur village
under Newadhiya police station in Jaunpur had checked in
the hotel on October 1. On
finding foul smell coming out
from the room the manager
was informed following which
when the staff peeped inside it
they saw the body hanging
there and intimated the police
which reached the spot. They
recovered the body of the victim and completed the legal
formalities. Officiating SP
Sanjay Kumar said that the
investigation would be done

from all angles.
LIQUOR SEIZED: Under
the joint operation of Padari
police and excise department
six smugglers were nabbed
and 263 bottles of liquor were
recovered from them. As per
the received reports, SHO
Venkatesh Tiwari was
informed through an informer
that some persons were
engaged in the sale of liquor. At
the information the police
swung into action and raided
the place along with the team
of the Excise department and
cordoned it off. Six persons
were found engaged in a deal
near Pahada railway crossing
under Padari police station.
On frisking them police recovered C3,520 in cash and 263
bottles of liquor with bogus QR

code. After registering a case
the police seized the liquor, a
car and two motorcycles and
after arresting the six accused
sent them to jail.
APPEAL: At a discourse
organised at Katra Bajirao on
Sunday Baalsant Sachchidanand
Maharaj appealed to people to
adopt modern ways but not
remain aloof from rich culture
of our past. He exhorted them
to live life with ethics, human
values and follow Indian culture
for which we had been famous
since long. The discourse started with Govardhan Tripathi’s
welcome address and garlanding
of Baalsant Sachchidanand
Maharaj by Nitin Awasthi.
Among those present event
were TN Purwar, Ramkumar
Kesarwani and Manoj Jain.
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s per the directions issued
by Railway Board the
A
movement of 02243/02244
Kanpur Central-Bandra
Terminus-Kanpur Central
superfast weekly special train
will be ensured from October
7 till further notice. All coaches of this train are of reserved
category. The 02243 Kanpur
Central-Bandra Terminus
superfast weekly special train
will from October 7 every
Wednesday till further notice
leave from Kanpur Central at
18:20 hours, from Kanpur
Anwarganj at 18:32 hours, from
Kannauj at 19:36 hours, from
Fatehgarh at 20:47 hours, from
Farrukhabad at 21:15 hours,
from Kasganj at 22:50 hours,
from Hathras City at 23:40
hours, on second day from
Mathura Cantt at 01:07 hours,

from Mathura Junction at 01:30
hours, from Achhnera at 02.30
hours, from Bharatpur at 03.35
pm, from Sawai Madhopur at
05.45 hours, from Kota at 07.10
hours, from Ramganj Mandi at
08.15 hours, from Nagda at
10:50 hours, from Ratlam at
11.45 hours, from Godhra at
14.40 hours, from Vadodara at
15.52 hours, from Bharuch at
17.32 hours, from Surat at 18.45
hrs, from Vapi at 20.08 hours,
from Borivali at 22:26 hrs and will
reach Bandra Terminus at 23:05
hrs. On the other hand the
02244 Bandra Terminus-Kanpur
Central Superfast weekly special
train from October 9 every
Friday till further notice will
depart from Bandra Terminus at
05.10 hours, from Borivali at
05.40 hours, from Vapi at 07.29
hours, from Surat at 08.50 hours,
from Bharuch at 09.39 hours,
from Vadodara at 10.53 hours,

from Godhra at 11.58 hours,
from Ratlam at 15.00 hrs, from
Nagda at 15.55 hrs, from
Ramganj Mandi at 17.35 hrs,
from Kota at 18:40 hrs, from
Sawai Madhopur at 20.07 hrs.
from Bharatpur at 23:20 hrs, on
second day from Achhnera at
00.05 hrs, from Mathura Jn at
01.30 hrs, from Mathura Cantt at
01:42 hrs., from Hathras City at
02:18 hrs., from Kasganj at 03.20
hrs., from Farrukhabad at 04:52
hrs, from Fatehgarh at 05.09
hrs, from Kannauj at 05.58 hrs,
from Kanpur Anwarganj at 08:20
hours and will leave Kanpur
Central at 08:.35 hrs. A total of
20 coaches, including two of
generator-cum-luggage van, six
of general second class, eight of
sleeper class, one of second
air-conditioned and three of
third AC will be attached in this
special train, CPRO Pankaj
Kumar Singh said.
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he land and carbon sequestration value of the Delhi
Zoo, also known as the
National Zoological Park
(NZP), in the heart of the city
has been valued at a whopping
C55,209.45 crore. And visited
by over 2 lakh foriegn and
domestic tourists every year,
the annual economic value of
the Zoo’s biodiversity conservation, recreational and cultural services has been pegged
at C422.76 crore.
These have been estimated
in a first of its kind economic
valuation of any zoo in the
country, conducted to identify
its contributions to the economy as well as environmental
awareness level of the visitor.
Spread over an area of 176
acres against the historic monument of Old Fort, the NZP is
home to around 75 species of
animals under various categories including the endangered one and 29 species of
exotic animals besides several
free ranging floral and faunal
species.
The ecosystem services provided by the zoological park are
bio-diversity conservation, carbon storage and sequestration,

T

employment generation, education and research, and recreational and cultural, said the
report ‘Economic Valuation of
the Ecosystem Services of
National Zoological Park, New
Delhi – 2020’.
According to the report, 77
per cent of the total of C422.76
crore came from recreational
and cultural services while education and research services
contributed nine per cent. The
informal interactions with the
tourists suggested that most
Indian tourists visiting the zoo
were from Delhi, Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, and
Haryana.
While employment generation contributed eight per
cent or C32.19 crore, the contribution of bio-diversity was
six per cent or C27.33 crore.
The least contribution was
found in carbon sequestration which was 0.31 per cent or
Rs 1.31 crore of the total economic value of ecosystem services provided by the Delhi zoo
in 2019-2020.
“Irrespective of the contributions, every service is
important as it contributes
towards the improvement of
the local environment. The
benefits of the zoo are not only

restricted to its visitors but also
reach Delhi’s citizens. Hence, it
is necessary to ensure proper
maintenance of the zoo to
improve its services,” the report
stated.
The Central Zoo Authority
(CZA) and The Energy and
Resources Institute (TERI)
prepared the report which was
released
by
Union
Environment Minister Prakash
Javadekar on Monday during
an online event on Wildlife
Week 2020.
“Humans have always considered ecosystem services as
a gift from nature without
realizing the fact that they
need to be maintained regularly to ensure their smooth
flow. The maintenance of the
service surely incurs a huge
cost and hence these services
may not be taken as granted to
be a gift,” Ajay Mathur,
Director General, TERI, said
on the need for conducting
such a study.
Zoological Parks are
unique ecosystems that provides numerous services of
locala and national significance and this makes it necessary to relaise the potential of
these ecosystem services
towards societal and overall
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the country for their proper
maintenance, said Union
Environment Minister Prakash
Javadekar on Monday.
Speaking at an online
event, he said that funds will be
allocated for the plan and it will
be announced in the budget
session next year.
“Children like visiting zoos
and to enhance their experience, these facilities must be
maintained properly. There
are 160 zoos in the country.
We will soon come up with a
new plan for upgradation and
expansion of zoos across the
country and we will set aside
a budget for it, which will be
announced in the next year’s
budget session,” Javadekar said.
The minister said that
State Governments and corporations will also be involved
in this plan. There are about
160 zoos in the country, either
funded by the State

Governments or the Centre
through the Central Zoo
Authority (CZA) .
The Minister further said
that State Governments, corporations, businesses and people will all be key elements of
the plan. “It will help give
enhanced experience to the
visitors especially the students
and children and the future
generation in order to nurture
the connect between wildlife,
nature and humans.”
SP Yadav, member secretary of the CZA said that the
Authority which was established to oversee the functioning of Indian zoos and
complement the wildlife conservation strategies through
ex-situ measures, as on today
recognizes around 160 zoo
and rescue centers that enforce
global standards in animal
housing and welfare. “Over 567
captive animal species (with
114 species under endangered
category) with overall 56481
individual animals are currently housed in various zoos
in the country,” he said.

human development, added
CZA member secretary SP
Yadav on the importance of the

habitats such as zoos to human
wellbeing and the need for
replication across India.

he Centre is planning for a
public-private partnership
T
(PPP) model to operate zoos in
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lleging Trinamool Congress
hand in the murder of
A
Bengal BJP leader Manish
Shukla, the saffron outfit has
demanded a CBI-investigation
into the incident with State
Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar
too asking Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee to arrest the
“nose diving” law and order situation of the State.
With no love lost between
him and the State Government
a furious Governor reportedly
expressed his mind to Chief
Secretary
Alapan
Bandopadhyay who called on
him, after Home Secretary and
Director General of Police failed
to respond to Dhankhar’s
express summons.
This, while all hell broke
loose in the Barrackpore police
commissionerate area north of
Kolkata where the men in uniform fought pitched battles
with the stone-pelting BJP supporters firing several rounds of
tear-gas shells.
The BJP had called a 12hour-Barrackpore bandh on
Monday in protest against the
murder of Shukla a local councilor, an upcoming party leader
and close associate of strongman and BJP MP Arjun Singh
who too had crossed over to the
saffron outfit from the
Trinamool Congress before the
2019 Lok Sabha elections after
he was denied MP ticket by the
party. He defeated sitting TMC
MP Dinesh Trivedi by a few
thousand votes.
Shukla, a man with manipulative and organizational skills,
who too left the Trinamool
and joined the BJP recently was
shot dead late on Sunday
evening moments after he
alighted from Singh’s car and
proceeded towards a local party
office at Titagarh.
While locals said the miscreants riding a motorbike fired
at least 25 to 30 rounds doctors
conducting autopsy found 9
bullet injuries on his person.
While four 7 mm pistol bullets
were pulled out from his head
and body other bullets seemed
to have pierced through his neck
and hand, sources said.
According to the police,
Shukla suffered serious bullet

injuries on his face and chest. He
was immediately rushed to a
hospital in Kolkata where he
was declared brought dead on
arrival at the hospital.
While Singh blamed local
TMC MLA Nirmal Ghosh for
the murder of Shukla saying “I
have information that the miscreants came out of the MLA’s
house and they used police
guns to kill Manish.”
Later Bengal minister
Firhad Hakim who too once
enjoyed close chemistry with
both Singh and Shukla suspected BJP hand in the murder
saying “he was sending feelers
to us about his possible return
to the party as he was feeling out
of place in the new party.”
Rejecting CBI investigation
Hakim said “it is an open secret
that CBI is a caged parrot.
They have not been able to catch
the culprit who stole Tagore’s
Nobel Prize. … Bengal is not
UP and the criminals will not be
killed in encounter. We will
arrest them, bring them to justice.”
Later even as senior BJP
leaders like Vijaybargiya, Locket
Chatterjee and others met the
Governor in the evening seeking CBI investigation Dhankhar
expressed grave concern over
what he called an “alarming situation” in Bengal.
He said that the “Chief
Minister should take note of
critical aspects that run down
the democratic governance and
lawlessness” adding targeted
killing of people should be
stopped in Bengal.
After meeting the Chief
Secretary he said about having
“conveyed my concern of the
present alarming scenario to the
new Chief Secretary.
Am sure Chief Minister
would be indicated all these
critical aspects that run down
democratic governance and
lawlessness. Political violence
and targeted killings must
stop.”
Expressing anger at the
“official apathy” towards the
Governor’s summons he said,
“alarming nose-diving law and
order scenario Targeted political killings in spite of alert by
Constitutional Head. Neither
ACS Home nor DGP WB Police
responded.”
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New Delhi: The Centre on
Monday told the Supreme
Court that “secret” extradition
process was going on to bring
fugitive businessman Vijay
Mallya to the country but it was
not aware about its status.The
Centre also told the top court
that it was not a party to the
proceedings.
A bench of Justices U U
Lalit and Ashok Bhushan asked
Mallya’’s lawyer to inform the
court what kind of “secret” proceedings are going on to extradite him.
Advocate Ankur Saigal,
appearing for Mallya, told the
apex court that he was not
aware what kind of proceedings
are going on.
He said, “I have knowledge
that my request against extradition has been rejected”.
The bench also directed
Mallya’’s lawyers to apprise it by
November 2 when can the
fugitive businessman appear
before the court and when the
“secret” proceedings are going
to end.
Advocate Rajat Nair,
appearing for the Centre, told
the court that extradition
request has been made as per
the direction of the court.
“Some secret extradition
proceedings are going on to
which we are not a party.
“Extradition proceedings
have been upheld by the highest court of UK but it has not
been happening as of now,” he
said.
The apex court had earlier directed Mallya to appear
before it on October 5 while
dismissing his plea seeking
review of the 2017 verdict
which held him guilty of contempt for transferring USD 40
million to his children in violations of court orders.
Mallya, an accused in bank
loan default case of over Rs
9,000 crore involving his

defunct Kingfisher Airlines,
is in the United Kingdom.
The apex court had in
June directed its registry to
explain as to why Mallya’’s
review petition had not been
listed before the concerned
court for the last three years.
It had directed the registry
to furnish all the details including names of officials who
had dealt with the file concerning the review petition in
the last three years.
The apex court’’s 2017
order had come on a plea by
consortium of banks led by the
State Bank of India (SBI),
which had said that Mallya had
allegedly transferred USD 40
million received from British
firm Diageo, to his children in
“flagrant violation” of various
judicial orders.
It was dealing with pleas of
lending banks seeking contempt action and a direction to
Mallya to deposit USD 40 million received from offshore
firm Diageo respectively.
The banks had then
alleged that Mallya concealed
the facts and diverted the
money to his son Siddharth
Mallya and daughters Leanna
Mallya and Tanya Mallya in
“flagrant violation” of the
orders passed by the Karnataka
High Court.
Mallya had in May lost his
application seeking leave to
appeal his extradition to India
in the UK Supreme Court, setting a 28-day clock on his
removal from the UK.
The UK top court’’s decision marks a big legal setback
to the 64-year-old flamboyant
businessman, who had earlier
lost his high court appeal
against an extradition order to
India on charges of alleged
fraud and money laundering
related to unrecovered loans to
his now-defunct Kingfisher
Airlines.
PTI
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herapeutic, diagnostics and
vaccines for the whole
T
world are the only way out of
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the Coronavirus pandemic,
WHO Executive board director
Dr Harshvardhan said on
Monday during online interaction with the member nations
of the world health agency.
As the world grapples with
the virulent virus which has
infected over 3.5 crore people
and claimed 10 lakh lives, Dr
Harsh Vardhan stressed on
strengthening emergency preparedness and risk management as a key to addressing
health risk posed by emerging
diseases like Covid-1
The agenda of the meet
included focus on the measures
necessary to ensure the full and
effective implementation of the
terms of resolution WHA 73.1
on Covid-19 respons
He said, “Committing to
disaster risk reduction and
management would require
early and transparent identification and communication of
risks, maintaining the momentum in investing in people and
resilient health systems,

strengthened multi-sector collaboration, stress on the swifter
generation of evidence, accelerated research & development
efforts and rational evidencebased implementation of plans
In this regard, Dr Harsh
Vardhan urged WHO members
to work with the global
community of partners for the
efficient, effective and responsive discharge of public health
obligations.”All these challenges,
such as the present pandemic,
demand a shared response
because these arethe shared
threats requiring shared responsibility to act
India’s COVID-19 caseload has crossed 66 lakh, while
the number of people who
have recuperated from the disease surged to 55,86,703,
pushing the recovery rate to
84.34 per cent, according to
Union Health Ministry data on
Monda
The death toll has climbed
to 1,02,685 with the virus
claiming 903 lives in a span of
24 hours.There are 9,34,427
active cases of the coronavirus
infection in the country which
comprises 14.11 per cent of the
total caseload.
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yderabad-based vaccines
major Bharat Biotech on
H
Monday said that it has inked
pact with a US firm to use latter’s adjuvant AlhydroxiquimII to boost immune response
and longer lasting immunity of
its indigenous Covid-19 vaccine candidate Covaxin, which
is currently undergoing Phase
II clinical trials.
An adjuvant is a pharmacological or immunological
agent that improves the
immune response of a vaccine
by producing more antibodies
and providing longer-lasting
immunity.
Kansas-based ViroVax LLC
has licensed their adjuvant for
the use of Covaxin, which is
currently undergoing advanced
stages of clinical trials in India.
Covaxin is an inactivated
vaccine derived from a strain of
the Sars-CoV-2 virus that causes Covid-19, isolated at the
Indian Institute of Medical
Research-National Institute of

Virology (NIV), Pune.
The inactivated virus has
been formulated with ViroVax’s
adjuvant to produce the vaccine
candidate.
Bharat Biotech is currently conducting Phase 2 human
trials of its Covid-19 vaccine
candidate after receiving
approval from the Drugs
Controller General of India
(DCGI) around the end of
June.

“There is a critical need for
the development and availability of adjuvants that induce
greater antibody responses to
vaccine antigens, thus resulting
in long-term protection against
pathogens. Adjuvants also
enhance the sustainability of
the global vaccine supply on
account of their antigen-sparing effect,” said Krishna Ella,
chairman and managing director, Bharat Biotech.

“The widely used adjuvant
Aluminium hydroxide in the
development of Sars-CoV-2
vaccines is known to induce a
Th2 based response (which
are important for eradication of
extracellular parasites and bacterial infection).
“The Th2 based response
has a theoretical risk of vaccine
associated enhanced respiratory diseases (VAERD or ADE).
We
have
used

Imidazoquinoline class of adjuvants (TLR7/8 agonists), which
are known to induce Th1 based
response which further reduces
the risk of ADE (Anti-Body
Dependent Enhancement),” he
explained.
Sunil David of ViroVax,
said, “ViroVax is delighted to
partner with Bharat Biotech.
This has been possible because
of support from the National
Institutes of Health.”
ViroVax is supported by
the National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases
(NIAID), part of the National
Institutes of Health, medical
research centres under US
Department of Health.
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ver 700 observers including police and expenditure
O
observers who joined virtually from 119 locations for the
upcoming Assembly elections
in Bihar — were on Monday
briefed by the Election
Commission (EC) to ensure
strict compliance of the new
guidelines amid the coronavirus pandemic in the poll
fray.
Chief
Election
Commissioner Sunil Arora
underlined the need for poll
observers to be extra careful
during the three-phase Bihar
assembly elections, saying the
exercise, being the largest in the
world to be held amid the
COVID-19 pandemic, will be
keenly watched by the world
community. He also reiterated
the poll panel’s commitment
towards conducting an election
that is free, fair, transparent,
ethical and also “COVID safe”.
The EC also gave them
details of Covid19 guidelines
for electorates and candidates
and for poll duty officials during elections in Bihar.
Addressing observers,
Arora said the strength of a
democracy rests in its primary stakeholder -- the voters. “All
efforts must be made to instil
confidence in the voter to
come to the polling station on
election day to cast her/his vote
safely and freely,” an Election
Commission statement said
quoting him. Arora gave a
global perspective on the
impact of Covid 19 on election
schedules around the world
and the detailed deliberation
and assessments done by poll
body before taking the decision
to conduct elections in Bihar.
Monday’s meeting was a
blend of virtual and physical
gathering with more than 700
general, police and expenditure
observers joining virtually from
119 locations across the country and about 40 observers
posted in Delhi joining in person.
He underscored the need
to be extra careful as this election will be keenly watched by
the world community being the
largest election in the world to
be held amid the pandemic.
Speaking on the occasion,
Election Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar drew the attention of
the officers that as Observers
they have a statutory duty to
perform on behalf of Election
Commission of India. He said
the officers should always bear
in mind they are the actual face
of ECI on the ground.
Deputy
Election
Commissioner and in charge of
Bihar polls at the ECI, Chandra
Bhushan Kumar gave a detailed
out the legal provision, Model
Code of Conduct issues specifically in COVID scenario for
Bihar Elections.
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he Election Commission
(EC)
on
Monday
T
announced that bypolls to three
more Manipur Assembly seats
— Wangoi, Saitu (ST) and
Singhar (ST) — would be held
on November 7. The counting
will take place on November
10.
On September 29, the
commission had announced
bypolls to two assembly seats in
Manipur. With these fresh
announcements, the total number of seats going for by-election in the state goes up to five.
All the bypolls in Manipur
would be held on November 7
and counting will take place on
November 10 along with that
of the Bihar Assembly polls
being held in three phases and
54 other assembly bypolls taking place on November 3.
Manipur Chief Minister
N. Biren had requested the poll
body to hold bypolls to six
other Assembly constituencies
along with the two constituencies whose byelection schedule
had already been announced.
At present, altogether 13
assembly constituencies are
lying vacant in the 60 member
Manipur legislative Assembly
after nine MLAs resigned and
four were disqualified.
“There are 13 vacant seats
in the 60-member House. We
will point out that there is no
bar by courts against eight
constituencies and it is just that
some petitions had been filed,”
he had stated.
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7KH%-3LVXVLQJWKH/-3WRXQGHUFXW1LWLVK.XPDUDQGLQFUHDVH
LWVEDUJDLQLQJFKLSLQWKH%LKDUHOHFWLRQ

7

KDWWKH%-3LVNHHQWRKDYH%LKDURQLWVRZQWHUPV
LVQRVHFUHWHYHQWKRXJKLWKDVDJUHHGWRDSHU
FHQWVHDWVSOLWZLWKLWVDOO\WKH-DQDWD'DO 8QLWHG 
DQGKDVSXEOLFO\H[SUHVVHGIXOOIDLWKLQ&KLHI0LQLVWHU1LWLVK
.XPDUDVWKHOHDGLQJIDFHRIWKHFRPELQH%XWWKHIDFW
LVLWZDQWVWRFDQQLEDOLVHKLPZLWKRXWDSSHDULQJVRRYHUW
O\DPELWLRXV%HVLGHVWKHJURZLQJWUXVWGHILFLWLQ1LWLVK
JLYHQKLVLQHSWKDQGOLQJRIWKHSDQGHPLFWKHIORRGVDQG
WKHUHWXUQHHPLJUDQWVLVVRPHWKLQJWKDWWKH%-3GRHV
QRWZDQWWREHWRQRUEHEXUGHQHGZLWKLQWKHORQJWHUP
,IDQ\WKLQJLWZDQWV1LWLVK·VYLFWRU\WREHHQWLUHO\GHSHQ
GHQWRQLWVRWKDWLWFDQNHHSKLPLQOLQHDQGJRLQJIRU
ZDUGFDQHYHQFKDQJHKLPPLGFRXUVHZLWKLWVRZQPDQRUVRPHERG\ZKRZRXOGEH
VXEVHUYLHQWWRLWVGHVLJQ,QIDFWLWKDVDPELWLRQVWREHFRPHWKHVLQJOHODUJHVWSDUW\LQ
WKH6WDWH,WZDQWVWRSRVLWLWVHOIDVWKHGHOLYHUHUSDUW\FRQVLGHULQJWKDWGHVSLWH1LWLVK·V
SRRUOHJDF\YRWHUVVWLOOEX\LQWRWKHDXUDRI3ULPH0LQLVWHU1DUHQGUD0RGLDQGLWWKHUH
IRUHZDQWVWRHQFDVKLWDVVRRQDVSRVVLEOH,WLVDJDLQVWWKLVSHUVSHFWLYHWKDWRQHPXVW
VHHWKHGHFLVLRQRI'DOLWOHDGHU5DP9LODV3DVZDQ·V/RN-DQVKDNWL3DUW\ /-3 WRFRQWHVW
DJDLQVW-' 8 GHVSLWHEHLQJSDUWRIWKHODUJHU1DWLRQDO'HPRFUDWLF$OOLDQFH 1'$ ,WZDQWV
WRXQGHUFXW1LWLVKDQGEHFRPHWKH%-3·V%WHDPZLWKWKHODWWHU·VEOHVVLQJ)RUWKH/-3
ZLWKWKHSRWHQWLDOWRVZLQJVL[WRSHUFHQWRIWKHYRWHVFDQGHQWWKH-' 8 YRWHEDVH
DQGJLYHDQXSSHUKDQGWRWKH%-3)RUSOD\LQJVSRLOHUWKH/-3 ZRXOGHLWKHUEHUHZDUGHG
DWWKH6WDWHOHYHORUHYHQJHWDQRWKHU&HQWUDO0LQLVWU\LQUHWXUQ%HVLGHV5DP9LODV3DVZDQ
QRZZDQWVKLVVRQ&KLUDJWRWDNHWKHGHFLVLYHOHDGLQ6WDWHSROLWLFVDQGEHFRPHKLVULJKW
IXOKHLU$VWKH%-3·VSUR[\WKH/-3KDGDOUHDG\EHJXQWDUJHWLQJ1LWLVKORQJEHIRUHWKH
SDQGHPLFZLWK&KLUDJ3DVZDQORVLQJQRRSSRUWXQLW\WRODPEDVWKLVSRRUSHUIRUPDQFH
1RWWKDW1LWLVKZDVQRWDZDUHRIWKLVVWUDWHJ\EXWFRQVLGHULQJKHQHHGHGWKH%-3KHWULHG
WRVTXHH]HRXWWKH/-3LQVHDWVKDULQJWKHUHE\HQVXULQJWKDWWKH-' 8 FRXOGUHWDLQLWV
EDUJDLQLQJHGJH7RWKDWHQGKHHYHQJRW3DVZDQ·V'DOLWFRQWHQGHU+LQGXVWDQL$ZDP0RUFKD
SUHVLGHQW-LWDQ5DP0DQMKLLQWRWKH-' 8 IROGKRSLQJWRFRQYLQFHWKH%-3WKDWKHZDV
JRRGHQRXJKZLWKRXWWKH/-3([FHSWWKDWWKH%-3QRZWKDWLWKDVDJUHHGWRDVHDW
VKDULQJZLWK1LWLVKZDQWV/-3WREHWKHYRWHFXWWHULQFUHDVHLWVWDOO\ZLWKWKHMXQLRUDOO\
DQGE\SDVV1LWLVKDOWRJHWKHU'DOLWVDFFRXQWIRUSHUFHQWRI%LKDU·VSRSXODWLRQDQGKDOI
RIWKHVHDUH3DVZDQVDVHJPHQWWKDWKDVEHHQOR\DOWRWKH/-3RYHUWKH\HDUV%XW1LWLVK
E\LQWURGXFLQJVXETXRWDVIRU0DKDGDOLWVFKLSSHGDZD\KLVEDVH0DQMKLLVQ·WH[DFWO\D
VZLQJHUGHVSLWH1LWLVK·VEHVWHIIRUWVDQGWKHDPELWLRXV&KLUDJIHHOVWKDWZLWKWKH&KLHI0LQLVWHU·V
SROLWLFDOVWRFNDWDQDOOWLPHORZWKLVLVWKHEHVWWLPHIRUWKH/-3WRVKRUHXSLWVEDVHDQG
DQRLQWKLPVHOIDVDNH\SRZHUSOD\HU%HVLGHVKHZDQWVWRHPHUJHDVDQDOWHUQDWLYHWR
5DVKWUL\D-DQDWD'DO 5-' OHDGHU7HMDVKZL<DGDYZKRLVDOVRORRNLQJDWWKH$VVHPEO\
HOHFWLRQVDVKLVFRURQDWLRQ0DQ\EHOLHYHWKDW&KLUDJKDVDEHWWHUDSSHDODQGDFFHSWDELO
LW\DPRQJWKH\RXWKLQJHQHUDOWKDQWKHDUURJDQW7HMDVKZLDQGZRXOGQ·WZDQWWRPLVVDQ
RSSRUWXQLW\WRSURYHDVPXFK
7HMDVKZLPD\EHWKHIDFHRIWKH5-'EXWWKHSDUW\GHULYHVLWVSROLWLFDOUHOHYDQFHIURP
WKHOHJDF\DQGDXUDRI/DOX<DGDYVWLOOFRQVLGHUHGWKHEHVWFKDOOHQJHUWRWKH1'$EORF
,GHDOO\ZLWK/DOXDWWKHKHOPDQGRQLWVRZQLWZRXOGKDYHDILJKWLQJFKDQFHDVLWLVEHVW
SODFHGLQWHUPVRIZLQQDELOLW\%XWLWQHHGVDVWUDWHJLFSDUWQHUVKLSVLPSO\EHFDXVHWKHPXO
WLSOLFLW\RIOLNHPLQGHGSDUWLHVDQGWKH&RQJUHVVZKLFKVWLOOKDVDFRQVROLGDWHG0XVOLP
YRWHEDQNZRXOGPHDQWKDWWKHQRQ1'$YRWHFRXOGEHEDGO\GLYLGHG%HVLGHV/DOXZKR
LVEDWWOLQJKHDOWKLVVXHVLVQRWRQWKHJURXQGWRVPRRWKHQZULQNOHVLQWKHJUDQGDOOLDQFH
RUPDKDJDWKEDQGKDQ6RWKHDOOLHVDUHEHFRPLQJDJJUHVVLYHDERXWEDUJDLQLQJIRUVHDWV
LQUHWXUQIRUVWD\LQJWRJHWKHUDQGWKDWFRXOGSXVKGRZQWKH5-'·VVHDWTXRWD$VLWLV
PDQ\DOOLHVDUHXSVHWZLWK7HMDVKZLIRUSXUVXLQJKLVLQGLYLGXDODPELWLRQJURRPLQJKLV\HV
PHQDQGUXQQLQJGRZQVHQLRUOHDGHUVRIWKHFDVWHPRYHPHQWDVGHDGZRRG+HZDVRQH
RIWKHUHDVRQVZK\/DOX·VXSSHUFDVWHFRPUDGHLQDUPV5DJKXYDQVK3UDVDG6LQJKUHVLJQHG
EHIRUHKHGLHG7KLVEUD]HQQHVVKDVFRVWWKH5-'LWVGHSHQGDEOHDVVRFLDWLRQVZLWKWKH
/HIWDQGWKH&RQJUHVV,QIDFWWKRXJK/DOXZDQWVWRJLYHWKH&RQJUHVVQRPRUHWKDQ
VHDWVWKHODWWHULVGHPDQGLQJDSULFHRI´OR\DOW\µZDQWLQJLQVWHDG7KH/HIWSDUWLHV
KDYHWKHLUGHGLFDWHGSRFNHWVEXWDUHRQO\DIULQJHSUHVHQFHWRLQIOXHQFHWKHYHUGLFW,ILQ
WKHSURFHVVRIEDUWHULQJDZD\VHDWVLQWKHDOOLHGFOXWWHUWKH5-'JHWVDERXWVHDWV
WKHQLWVWRWDOZRXOGEHDJDLQKRYHULQJDURXQGWKHVHDWPDUN$UHGXFHGQXPEHURI
VHDWVIRUWKH5-'ZLOORQO\KHOSWKH%-3%HVLGHVLWFDQVSOLQWHUXQKDSS\VPDOOHUSDUWLHV
E\OXULQJWKHPDZD\ZLWKJRYHUQDQFHSRVLWLRQV$VIRUWKH&RQJUHVVDQRWKHUSRRUSHU
IRUPDQFHFRXOGVHHWKHSDUW\ORVLQJIXUWKHUPHPEHUVWRWKH%-3$OWHUQDWLYHO\LILWGRHV
ZHOOWKHQLWFDQHYHQUHVWUDLQ/DOX$QGVKRXOG1LWLVKLQGHHGIHHOWKHQHHGWRGHWDFKKLP
VHOIIURPWKH1'$DQGMXPSVKLSJRLQJIRUZDUGWKHSDUW\FRXOGHYHQEXLOGEULGJHVZLWK
KLP6RWKLVHOHFWLRQLVWXUQLQJRXWWREHDWXVVOHIRUWKH2SSRVLWLRQ·VSROLWLFDOUHOHYDQFH
UDWKHUWKDQSHRSOH·VLVVXHV$QGLIWKH\RXWKOHDGHUVGRGHOLYHUWKHQ%LKDUZRXOGKDYHZLW
QHVVHGDQRWKHUFKDQJHLQLWVVRFLDODQGSROLWLFDOWHPSODWH

5VWV_TVdaV_UZ_X

:LWK&KLQDKHDYLQJGRZQWKH*RYWPD\KDYHHDVHG
SXUFKDVHUHVWULFWLRQVRQSURFXUHPHQWEXWWKHVHWDNHWLPH

*

LYHQWKHRQJRLQJVWDOHPDWHZLWK&KLQDDORQJWKH
/LQHRI$FWXDO&RQWURO /$& DQG%HLMLQJUHVXU
UHFWLQJ LWV XQWHQDEOH  FODLPV WKH
*RYHUQPHQWKDVGHFLGHGWRVKRUHXSLWVGHIHQFHV,W
KDVHDVHGVSHQGLQJUHVWULFWLRQVRQHPHUJHQF\DUPV
SURFXUHPHQWV DQG DGGLWLRQDO IXQGLQJ IRU WKH %RUGHU
5RDGV2UJDQLVDWLRQ7KHLPPHGLDWHEX\VWKDWQHHGWR
EHPDGHLQFOXGHPLVVLOHVSUHFLVLRQJXLGHGPXQLWLRQV
GURQHVDQGDVVDXOWULIOHVIURPWKH86)UDQFH5XVVLD
DQG,VUDHO7KRXJK,QGLDZLOOIRUPDOO\LQGXFWWKH1LUEKD\
VXEVRQLFFUXLVHPLVVLOHLQWRWKH$UP\DQG1DY\DIWHU
WKHVHYHQWKWULDOQH[WPRQWKLWKDVDOUHDG\PRYHGD
OLPLWHGQXPEHURIWKHPLVVLOHVWRWKH/$&WRERRVWLWVGHIHQFHSUHSDUHGQHVV+RZVHUL
RXVWKHVLWXDWLRQLVRQWKHERUGHUFDQEHJDXJHGIURPWKHIDFWWKDWWKHFDVKVWUDSSHG
*RYHUQPHQWKDGLQ$SULOLVVXHGLQVWUXFWLRQVWRUHSULRULWLVHVSHQGLQJDQGDIHZ0LQLVWULHV
DQGGHSDUWPHQWVKDGWRIDFHVSHQGLQJFXWV:LWKWKH&HQWUHVWHSSLQJXSERUURZLQJV
LQDSDQGHPLFVWUHVVHGHFRQRP\WKHHDVLQJRIVSHQGLQJUHVWULFWLRQVRQGHIHQFHVKRZV
WKDWLWLVQRWUHDG\WREDFNGRZQDQGLVVHULRXVDERXWVHQGLQJDVWURQJPHVVDJHWR
%HLMLQJWKDWLWLVLQIRUWKHORQJKDXO7KHUHDUHIHDUVWKDWWKH3HRSOH·V/LEHUDWLRQ$UP\
3/$ PD\XVHLWVWHUULWRULDOFODLPWRSXWSUHVVXUHRQWKHVL[RWKHUDUHDVRIGLIIHU
HQFHVLQWKHZHVWHUQVHFWRUWKDWKDYHQRWEHHQLPSDFWHGLQWKHRQJRLQJVWDQGRIIVRIDU
2IFRXUVHWKHVHGHFLVLRQVDQGDFTXLVLWLRQVDUHWRRODWHDQGWRROLWWOHDVWKHWLPH
IUDPHIRUDQ\W\SLFDOGHIHQFHSURFXUHPHQWXVXDOO\WDNHVILYH\HDUV7KH\JLYHWKHIRUFHV
WKHILQDQFHVWREX\DGGLWLRQDOV\VWHPVDPPXQLWLRQUHSDLUVDQGVRRQEXWWKHUHZRQ·W
EHFDSLWDODFFUHWLRQ7KH*RYHUQPHQWKDVWUDQVIHUUHGWKHSURFXUHPHQWUHVSRQVLELOLW\WR
WKHVHUYLFHVDQGPRVWLPSRUWDQWO\UHPRYHGWKHILQDQFLDOUHSUHVHQWDWLYHIURPWKHFKDLQ
6RWKHGLVFUHWLRQDU\SRZHUVWRVSHQGKDYHEHHQJLYHQWRWKHPWRFRYHUWKHLPPHGLDWH
VKRUWIDOO%XWWKHOHDGWLPHVWLOOUHPDLQVWKHVDPH6RLWLVOHIWWRWKHVHUYLFHVWRSOHDG
SXVKDQGFDMROHWKHYHQGRUVWRVXSSO\WKHLWHPV&RQYHUVHO\WKH&HQWUHKDVVKLIWHGLWV
UHVSRQVLELOLW\ZKHQLWFRPHVWRWKHFUXQFKRQWRWKHVHUYLFHVE\JLYLQJWKHPWKHSRZ
HUVWRVSHQGPDNLQJVXUHWKDWWKH\DUHVWRFNHGXSDQGUHDG\7KLVZKHQWKHHQHP\LV
DWRXUGRRUVWHS%XWWKHJURXQGUHDOLW\LVIDUGLIIHUHQW6RIRUQRZLWLVWKHYDORXURIRXU
VHUYLFHVWKDWZLOOKDYHWRVHHXVWKURXJKDQ\HQJDJHPHQWZLWK&KLQDSDUWLFXODUO\WKURXJK
WKHKDUVKZLQWHUPRQWKVDKHDG
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1CEBI1,ddressing the historic
75th session of the
United
Nations
General Assembly
(UNGA) recently,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi yet
again made a forceful plea for
reforming this international body
and making the UN Security
Council (UNSC) more representative and balanced. Modi had
flagged this issue six years ago
when he addressed the UNGA for
the first time as India’s Prime
Minister in September 2014. On
that occasion, he told the member
countries that no one country or
group of countries can determine
the course of the world. There has
to be a genuine international partnership. This is not just a moral
position but a practical reality
and these efforts should begin with
the UN. “We must reform the
United Nations, including the
Security Council, and make it
more democratic and participative”,
or else it could “face the risk of
irrelevance” if it remained resistant
to change. The Prime Minister was
obviously emphasising India’s right
to be a permanent member of the
UNSC, a status enjoyed by the P5 — US, UK, France, Russia and
China — who are also armed with
extraordinary veto powers.
He returned to this theme once
again when he addressed the
UNGA last month. Referring to the
circumstances prevailing in 1945
when the UN came into being, he
told his audience that members
were now in a completely different
era — the 21st century. Therefore,
the international community must
ask itself whether the character of
the institution, constituted in 1945,
was relevant even today? He spoke
of the regard that the people of
India have for the UN and said
they wonder whether the reform
process will ever reach its logical
conclusion. “For how long will
India be kept out of the decisionmaking structures of the United
Nations?...When we were strong,
we did not trouble the world; when
we were weak, we did not become
a burden on the world. How long
will such a country have to wait?”
The Prime Minister was echoing the sentiments of 1.35 billion
citizens of the country when he
hinted that India’s patience was
running thin. Indians find it difficult to fathom why their country
is kept out, especially when it has
such strong credentials. It is the

A

world’s largest and most vibrant
democracy with 911 million
electors, of whom over 600
million exercised their franchise
in 2019. It is also the most
diverse nation in the world
with unparalleled ethnic, cultural and linguistic diversity and
home to all the major religions
in the world. Indians speak
121 languages and 270 dialects.
Further, India accounts for 18
per cent of the global population
and will overtake China and
become the most populous
nation by 2027. Add to this its
economic and military strength
— it is the fifth-largest economy and one of the top five military powers in the world.
Finally, it is a founding member
of the UN, one of the 26 signatories at the first conference in
1942 and has made a phenomenal contribution to the organisation’s peace-keeping efforts
across the world. Are these not
enough reasons for India to be
a permanent member of the
UNSC?
As proud citizens of the
world’s largest and most vibrant
democracy, Indians also have
the right to demand that the UN
remain faithful to its own fundamental postulates. Is it not
strange that the Preamble to the
Charter of the United Nations
reaffirms faith “in the equal
rights of men and women and
of nations large and small…”
and yet, actively promotes a
hierarchy of nations and consequently, of human beings? How
can India, which has equality as
a fundamental precept in its
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Constitution, accept this form of
graded membership?
Further, Article 2 of the
Charter says the UN is based on
the sovereign equality of all
members. How is this achieved
when a nation with almost onefifth of the global population is
not a permanent member of the
UNSC whereas two European
nations — UK (67 million)
and France (65 million), each
with a population equivalent to
just one of India’s 28 states
(Karnataka) — are permanent
members of the UNSC?
Articles 108 and 109 of the
UN Charter are also wholly
undemocratic because even if
two-thirds of the members of the
UN agree to amend the Charter,
any of the five permanent members of the UNSC can use its
veto power to block the amendment. This is absolutely undemocratic and unworthy of being
part of any civilised institution
in the democratic world. Why
should the world’s largest
democracy put up with this?
These articles enable members of the P-5 to play politics
and stonewall reform. That is
why the efforts of the G-4
(India, Brazil, Japan and
Germany) to support each
other’s bid for a permanent
seat in the UNSC have not thus
far fructified.
The international community must understand that India’s
patience, despite all its philosophical underpinnings, is not
inexhaustible and that there is
a new India emerging — optimistic, self-confident and self-

reliant (atmanirbhar). It is true
that seven decades ago, given
India’s economic plight after
centuries of colonisation, it
lacked the gumption to stand up
and demand its rightful place.
But that is not the India of today.
This is not a tame India. This is
a bold India. A billion-plus citizens of this nation are no
longer willing to accept these
inequities as part of their karma
and reconcile themselves to the
second-class status thrust on
them 75 years ago.
India is shaking off the delusions of the past. It has shed its
innocence and gullibility that
was in full display during the
“Hindi-Chini Bhai Bhai” days
and has realised that it must
become strong and resilient to
promote peace in its neighbourhood and the world. The
Chinese are getting a taste of
this, and as the momentum
picks up, other nations too will
begin to sense it. This is irreversible. Having nudged his
countrymen towards this new
thinking, Modi is sensing the
change. That is why he made a
specific reference to the aspirations of the people vis-à-vis UN
reform.
India will celebrate the 75th
anniversary of its independence
in 2022. The UN must use the
occasion to redeem itself,
acknowledge that democracy is
the most civilised political system ever devised by man and
invite India to the high table.
(The writer is an author specialising in democracy studies.
Views expressed are personal)
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5dXYSc_VZ_eb^Q\Yc]
Sir — Ruling out theories of poisoning and strangulation, the
AIIMS medical board, in its
report to the CBI, revealed that
the cause of actor Sushant Singh
Rajput’s death was indeed suicide. Ever since the 34-year-old
actor was found dead on June 14
in his Mumbai apartment, many
news channels had falsely cooked
up theories of his murder and
started a witch-hunt against his
girlfriend Rhea Chakraborty.
Under pressure from the media
trial, the case was handed over to
the CBI for further investigation.
The media is supposed to be
the fourth pillar of democracy
and report unbiased news.
Rajput’s case is a perfect example of how media houses sensationalise news rather than reporting facts. They have become a
tool for political parties to disseminate their propaganda and
polarise the masses. Further,
news debates are being used as
a platform to distract people
from important issues rather
than being informed. There is an
urgent need for implementation
of the rules laid down by existing media regulatory bodies.
Falguni Aswani
Ujjain

.
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3QcdUQ^TWU^TUb
Sir — There is no doubt that even
after 73 years of Independence,
not much has changed when it
comes to caste discrimination
and divide. Atrocities against
Dalits and Scheduled Tribes are
common across the country.
And the recent rape-murder
case of the young Dalit woman
from Uttar Pradesh’s Hathras is
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one of many such instances.
What is more shameful is the
extent to which the State
Government is ready to go in
order to save the culprits. The UP
police has claimed that the forensic report of the 19-year-old
woman’s viscera has established
that she was not raped. How can
one believe this, given the manner the police cremated her
body? Having said that, the fault

not only lies in our police and
judicial system but also the society which woke up too late in this
case. There is not only a need for
more stringent laws but also a
political will to implement them.
It is also time that we root out the
patriarchal and casteist mindset
from society and not feed it to
create a political constituency.
Bal Govind
Noida

1XQbT\Ucc_^
Sir — US President Donald
Trump, who has been playing
down the threat of the
Coronavirus pandemic from its
outset, has tested positive along
with his wife Melania. Feverish
and fatigued, Trump was flown
to a military hospital on October
2 after being injected with an
experimental drug combination.
In a video he posted from the
hospital, he said that he was
improving and would be “back
soon” but he also acknowledged
that the crucial coming days
would be “the real test.” With this,
the prospects for two remaining
presidential debates and whether
the President will have to yield
power temporarily to Vice
President Mike Pence if his condition worsens are unknown.
Also, now that Trump understands the severity of the pandemic that has killed more than
2,08,000 Americans, he should
adopt a serious approach in the
fight against the virus and stop
sending mixed messages on
mask-wearing.
Sanjana Soni
Ujjain
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KH2SSRVLWLRQLVVWDJLQJSURWHVWVDJDLQVWWKHUHFHQWIDUPUHIRUPV
WKRXJKWKHPHDVXUHVFRQWDLQHGLQWKHWKUHH$FWVZLOOHQDEOHEDU
ULHUIUHHWUDGHLQDJULFXOWXUDOSURGXFHDQGHPSRZHUIDUPHUVWR
HQJDJHZLWKLQYHVWRUVRIWKHLUFKRLFH7KHVH$FWVZKLFKDUHDELGE\
WKH&HQWUHWRHPSRZHUJURZHUVDQGGRXEOHWKHLULQFRPHE\
ZLOOIUHHWKHPIURPXQQHFHVVDU\OHJLVODWLRQEULQJIXQGDPHQWDOFKDQJHV
JLYHLPSHWXVWRLQYHVWPHQWDQGLQFUHDVHHPSOR\PHQWLQWKHDJULFXO
WXUHVHFWRUZKLFKLQWXUQZLOOVWUHQJWKHQWKHHFRQRP\RIWKHFRXQ
WU\7KHSURPRWLRQRIFRQWUDFWIDUPLQJZLOOKHOSIDUPHUVUHDFKDQDJUHH
PHQWZLWKIRRGSURFHVVLQJXQLWVH[SRUWHUVRQDQLQGLYLGXDORURUJDQ
LVHGEDVLV,WZLOODOVRHQDEOHWKHPWRUHGXFHWKHLQSXWRIIHUWLOLVHUV
DQGVHHGVUHGXFHRWKHUFRVWVDQGXVHPRGHUQWHFKQLTXHVWRPD[
LPLVHSURGXFWVDQGJHWDEHWWHUPDUNHWDVWKH\ZLOOKDYHWKHRSSRU
WXQLW\WRZRUNDFFRUGLQJWRQDWLRQDOLQWHUQDWLRQDOGHPDQGV
7KH )DUPHUV· 3URGXFH 7UDGH DQG &RPPHUFH 3URPRWLRQ DQG
)DFLOLWDWLRQ $FWVHHNVWRFUHDWHDQHFRV\VWHPZKHUHWKHIDUPHUVDQG
WUDGHUVHQMR\WKHIUHHGRPRIFKRLFHUHODWLQJWRVDOHDQGSXUFKDVHRI
SURGXFH7KLVIDFLOLWDWHVUHPXQHUDWLYHSULFHVWKURXJKFRPSHWLWLYHDOWHU
QDWLYHWUDGLQJFKDQQHOVWRSURPRWHHIILFLHQWWUDQVSDUHQWDQGEDUULHU
IUHHLQWHUDQGLQWUD6WDWHWUDGH7KLVZDVSURSRVHGEHFDXVHWKHUHZHUH
UHVWULFWLRQV WR VHOOLQJ DJULSURGXFH RXWVLGH WKH QRWLILHG $JULFXOWXUDO
3URGXFH0DUNHW&RPPLWWHH $30& $QGJURZHUVFRXOGVHOOWKHSUR
GXFHRQO\WRUHJLVWHUHGOLFHQVHHVRIWKH6WDWH*RYHUQPHQWV7KLVOHJ
LVODWLRQZLOORSHQPRUHFKRLFHVIRUIDUPHUVUHGXFHPDUNHWLQJFRVWV
DQGJHWWKHPEHWWHUSULFHV,WZLOODOVRKHOSJURZHUVRIUHJLRQVZLWK
VXUSOXVSURGXFHWRJHWEHWWHUSULFHVDQGFRQVXPHUVRIUHJLRQVZLWK
VKRUWDJHVORZHUSULFHV7KH)DUPHUV (PSRZHUPHQWDQG3URWHFWLRQ
$JUHHPHQWRI3ULFH$VVXUDQFHDQG)DUP6HUYLFHV$FWVHHNVWRSUR
YLGHIRUDQDWLRQDOIUDPHZRUNRQDJUHHPHQWVWKDWHPSRZHUVJURZ
HUV WR HQJDJH ZLWK DJULEXVLQHVV ILUPV SURFHVVRUV ZKROHVDOHUV
H[SRUWHUVRUODUJHUHWDLOHUVIRUVHUYLFHVDQGVDOHRIIXWXUHSURGXFHDW
DPXWXDOO\DJUHHGUHPXQHUDWLYHSULFHIUDPHZRUNLQDIDLUDQGWUDQV
SDUHQWPDQQHU
7KLVKDVEHHQGRQHEHFDXVHDJULFXOWXUHLVFKDUDFWHULVHGE\IUDJ
PHQWDWLRQGXHWRVPDOOKROGLQJVL]HVLQ,QGLDDQGKDVFHUWDLQZHDN
QHVVHVVXFKDVZHDWKHUGHSHQGHQFHSURGXFWLRQXQFHUWDLQWLHVDQG
PDUNHWXQSUHGLFWDELOLW\7KLVPDNHVLWULVN\DQGLQHIILFLHQWLQUHVSHFW
RIERWKLQSXWDQGRXWSXWPDQDJHPHQW1RZWKHULVNRIPDUNHWXQSUH
GLFWDELOLW\ZLOOEHWUDQVIHUUHGIURPWKHJURZHUWRWKHVSRQVRU)DUPHUV
KDYHEHHQJLYHQDGHTXDWHSURWHFWLRQDQGDQHIIHFWLYHGLVSXWHUHVR
OXWLRQPHFKDQLVPKDVEHHQSURYLGHGZLWKFOHDUUHGUHVVDOWLPHOLQHV
7KH(VVHQWLDO&RPPRGLWLHV $PHQGPHQW $FWVHHNVWRUHPRYH
FRPPRGLWLHVOLNHFHUHDOVSXOVHVRLOVHHGVHGLEOHRLOVRQLRQDQGSRWD
WRHVIURPWKHOLVWRIHVVHQWLDOFRPPRGLWLHV7KLVZLOOUHPRYHIHDUVRI
SULYDWHLQYHVWRUVRIH[FHVVLYHUHJXODWRU\LQWHUIHUHQFHLQWKHLUEXVLQHVV
RSHUDWLRQV7KHIUHHGRPWRSURGXFHKROGPRYHGLVWULEXWHDQGVXS
SO\ZLOOOHDGWRKDUQHVVLQJRIHFRQRPLHVRIVFDOHDQGDWWUDFWSULYDWH
VHFWRU)RUHLJQ'LUHFW,QYHVWPHQW)DUPHUVVXIIHUKXJHORVVHVZKHQ
WKHUHDUHEXPSHUKDUYHVWVHVSHFLDOO\RISHULVKDEOHFRPPRGLWLHVDQG
WKLV$FWZLOOKHOSGULYHXSLQYHVWPHQWLQFROGVWRUDJHVDQGPRGHUQL
VDWLRQRIWKHIRRGVXSSO\FKDLQ
7KH2SSRVLWLRQSDUWLHVKDYH*RYHUQPHQWVLQGLIIHUHQW6WDWHVDQG
WKH\VKRXOGVKRZZKDWWKH\KDYHGRQHIRUWKHIDUPLQJFRPPXQLW\
7DNHWKHFDVHRI8WWDU3UDGHVK 83 ZKLFKLVVWULYLQJKDUGWRGRXEOH
WKH LQFRPH RI IDUPHUV 'XULQJ WKH ORFNGRZQ WKH <RJL $GLW\DQDWK
*RYHUQPHQWH[HPSWHGLWHPVRIIUXLWVDQGYHJHWDEOHVIURPPDQGL
IHHZKLFKEHQHILWHGJURZHUVZKRDUHQRZIUHHWRVHOOWKHLUSURGXFH
DQ\ZKHUHLQ837KH\DOVRKDYHWKHRSWLRQWRVHOOWKHLUJRRGVLQWKH
PDQGLV ZKHUHRQO\RQHSHUFHQWXVHUFKDUJHLVWDNHQIURPWUDGHUV
%HVLGHVDOOVXJDUPLOOVRI83UDQDWIXOOFDSDFLW\DQGSURGXFHG
07RIVXJDUDIWHUFUXVKLQJODNKWRQQHVRIVXJDUFDQH
$VDEXPSHUNKDULIFURSLVH[SHFWHGWKH0DQGL3DULVKDGDQGWKH6WDWH
:DUHKRXVLQJ&RUSRUDWLRQDUHEXLOGLQJZDUHKRXVHVRI07FDSDF
LW\HDFKLQPDQGLV)DUPHUVFDQNHHSWKHLUSURGXFHKHUHIUHHRI
FKDUJHIRUGD\VDIWHUZKLFKWKH\ZLOOJHWSHUFHQWUHEDWHRQ
WKHUHQWVRWKDWWKH\FDQVHOOWKHLUSURGXFWVZKHQWKH\JHWWKHEHVW
SULFH7KH83*RYHUQPHQWKDVHQVXUHGWKDWWKHSURGXFHZLOOEHUHFRJ
QLVHGDVDJXDUDQWHHIRUWKHIDUPHUVWRJHWEDQNORDQV
83LVGHYHORSLQJPRGHUQ.LVDQ0DQGLV DQGLQRIWKHVH
FROGFKDPEHUDQGULSHQLQJIDFLOLWLHVIRUSUHVHUYDWLRQRIIUXLWVDQGYHJ
HWDEOHVDUHEHLQJPDGH7KLVSURMHFWZLOOKDYHDULSHQLQJFKDPEHURI
07FDSDFLW\DQGDFROGFKDPEHURI07FDSDFLW\,WLVH[SHFW
HGWREHFRPSOHWHGE\$OVRGXULQJWKHORFNGRZQ
ODNKWRQQHVRIZKHDWZDVSXUFKDVHGDVZHUHSXOVHVDQGRLOVHHGDQG
LWZDVHQVXUHGWKDWWKHPDUNHWSULFHVKRXOGEHDWOHDVWDWSDURUDERYH
WKH0LQLPXP6XSSRUW3ULFH1RZHIIRUWVDUHDIRRWWRSXUFKDVHSDGG\
SXOVHVDQGRLOVHHGVDWWKH063LQRUGHUWREHQHILWIDUPHUV
7KHZULWHULVDPHPEHU/HJLVODWLYH&RXQFLORI8WWDU3UDGHVKDQG
YLFHSUHVLGHQWRI83%-3
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EDD1=.
eining in the fiscal deficit has always been a
challenge for the Centre especially after the
enactment of the Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management (FRBM) Act, 2003, which
requires it to maintain the shortfall within a specified threshold. At the same time, there are certain
thrust areas, such as education, roads and other
infrastructure, telecommunication networks in
rural areas, exploration of oil, gas and so on, which
the Government feels won’t get the desired funds
in the normal course of budgeting. This led to successive dispensations to think of a special tax or
cess — a form of tax charged/levied over and above
the base tax liability of a taxpayer. These include
USO (Universal Service Obligation) levy imposed
on telecom service providers, cess on Crude
Petroleum Oil (CPO), Road and Infrastructure Cess
(RaIC), Primary Education cess (PEC), Secondary
and Higher Education cess (SHEC), Education cess
8=24AC08=
on Imported Goods (ECIG), R&D cess and so on.
20B4BC74
The proceeds from these taxes are credited to the
?D1;82
Consolidated Fund of India (CFI) and subsequent022>D=CB
ly transferred to a non-lapsable fund, for instance,
F4A4=>C
the USO Fund (USOF) — based on the appropri4E4=
ation approved by the Parliament — created in the
2A40C43;>=6
public account for utilising exclusively for the pur05C4AC74
poses for which it is collected. The financing of the
6>E4A=<4=C
specified activity thus gets shielded from the vulBC0AC43
nerabilities associated with the normal budgeting
exercise.
2>;;42C8=6
Prima facie, the idea sounds appealing. But the
C74C0G8=
big question is if this is working. Are funds being
>C74ABC74
utilised for the declared purpose? Are the outcomes
6>E4A=<4=C
commensurate with the intent? To answer these
2>=C8=D43C>
questions, let us look at the reports of the
Comptroller and Auditor-General of India (CAG) 2>;;42CC7424BB
4E4=05C4AC74
brought out from time to time. The Centre
B0<4F0B
charges licence fee at eight per cent of the adjust01>;8B743
ed gross revenue (AGR) of telecom service
=>=4C74;4BB
providers. This includes five per cent as appropriation for crediting to USOF (set up in 2002) while
C74A48B038A4
the balance three per cent is retained with the gen- =443C>01>;8B7
eral exchequer. For 2018-19, the CAG has noted 24BB4B0BC74B4
that out of a total collection of about C6,900 crore
0A4=>C>=;H
as USO levy, only C4,800 crore was transferred to
2>D=C4A
the USOF, implying a shortfall of C2,100 crore.
?A>3D2C8E41DC
Against a collection of C1,10,000 crore since 2002,
0;B><0:4>DA
the amount disbursed till date is only C54,500 crore.
The balance C55,500 crore remains with the CFI. ?>;82H?;0==4AB
0=3
Coming to the SHEC, the Government started collecting this levy from 2006-07 and until January 03<8=8BCA0C>AB
2019, could harness about C94,000 crore. The entire
2><?;024=C
amount has been retained in the CFI. In this case,
F8C7A460A3C>
even the public account christened as Madhyamik
BDBC08=01;4
and Uchchtar Shiksha Kosh (MUSK) was created
F0HB>5
only in August 2017 (more than a decade after the
10;0=28=6C74
collection started) and has not been opera1D364C
tionalised so far.
The R&D Cess Act, 1986, provides for levy and
collection of cess on all payments made for the
import of technology. The proceeds of this were
to be disbursed as grants-in-aid to the Technology
Development Board (TDB) set up in 1996. During
1996-97 to 2017-18, a total of about C8,000 crore
was collected. Of this, a mere C800 crore was transferred to the TDB. Furthermore, though the cess
was abolished from April 2017, it continued to be
collected during the following two years, viz. 201718 and 2018-19. In case of Clean Energy Cess
(levied on coal supplies) since 2010-11, the
amount denied to the designated fund, viz.

R

National Clean Energy Fund (NCEF),
was about C44,500 crore. Likewise, in the
case of the RaIC, (earlier nomenclature
Road Cess), there was a “short transfer”
of about C72,000 crore in the amount collected since 1998-99 till March 31, 2018
to the Central Road Fund (CRF), the
public account.
Unlike other taxes, which are part of
the “divisible pool” to be shared with the
States as per the recommendations of the
Finance Commission, the Centre gets to
retain all of the cess (which goes to the
CFI and is available for general use).
Because its finances have come under
serious stress during the current pandemic year, its reliance on RaIC has increased
by leaps and bounds. It raised central
excise duty (CED) on petrol and diesel
twice this year in March and May, mostly through hike in the cess. At present,
out of CED on petrol of C33 per litre, C18
per litre or 54.5 per cent comes from the
cess. For diesel, out of C32 per litre CED,
RaIC is C12 per litre or 37.5 per cent. The
Government also levies the Oil Industry
Development (OID) cess currently at 20
per cent ad-valorem on the price that
domestic producers of crude, namely the
Oil and Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC) and the Oil India Limited
(OIL), get on their supplies from nominated blocks and pre-NELP (new exploration licensing policy) exploratory
blocks. Collected under the Oil Industries
(Development) Act of 1974, though the
cess proceeds are intended to fund
research, exploration and development
work, yet the money remains with the
CFI.
As pointed out by the top auditor,
there are irregularities galore in the management of the cesses. These include
short or “nil” transfer of cess proceeds
from the CFI to the dedicated nonlapsable fund in the public account set

up for the specified purpose. In certain
cases, the public accounts were not even
created long after the Government started collecting the tax. In others, it continued to collect even after the same was
abolished. The Government has, in fact,
used them primarily for increasing its
“general revenue” and meeting the fiscal
deficit target. If an overwhelming share
of proceeds (or even the whole of it) from
the cess remain with the CFI, what else
one should conclude? Or the dedicated
public account where the money has to
go (for use in the intended purpose) is
not even created, what else can one infer?
Meanwhile, these cesses continue to
inflict damage on the stakeholders who
bear their brunt. Look at the impact of
the five per cent USO levy on telecom
service providers. In an intensely competitive environment, wherein they are
compelled to keep the tariff low (this is
also in sync with the dire need to make
these affordable to consumers, with a
majority of them having a low income),
such levy has the effect of raising the cost
of services and making them unviable. In
fact, there is a strong case for scrapping
this tariff.
This was recognised by none other
than the Union Telecom Minister, Ravi
Shankar Prasad, when he wrote to the
Finance Ministry: “Given that rural teledensity has significantly increased since
the time the fund was set up, it is proposed that the USO levy may be reduced
from five per cent to three per cent. The
two per cent USO levy reduction may be
made available to the telecom service
providers provided that this amount is
utilised by them for carrying out research
and development for development and
deployment of indigenous technologies
in the country.” Yet the Government continues with status quo, the sole reason
being easy availability of funds (from

USO levy) which can be used for plugging its general deficit. Look at the RaIC,
which accounts for a major slice of the
CED on petrol and diesel and together
with the cascading effect of Value Added
Tax (VAT) leads to a bizarre situation
whereby taxes alone account for about
two-third of their prices at the pump. The
high fuel price contributes to high inflation and higher cost of fertilisers and
food. Since the Government controls
their prices at a low level to make them
affordable, much of the extra revenue is
given back as higher subsidy.
To that extent, the revenue gain from
the cess (besides other taxes) is imaginary.
Likewise, 20 per cent OID cess on
domestic supplies of crude (besides the
20 per cent royalty ONGC/OIL need to
pay to State Governments in respect of
onshore supplies and 10-12.5 per cent
royalty to the Centre on offshore supplies)
impacts the viability of producers at a
time when their realisation from sale has
plummeted (courtesy, the steep decline
in the international price of crude).
Despite the cesses not serving the
intended purpose and their negative consequences, the mandarins in the Finance
Ministry appear to be in no mood to say
goodbye to them. Amid the current crisis created by the pandemic, when the tax
collections have been severely impacted
and expenditure commitments have ballooned, they may not even entertain any
discussion on this. Nonetheless, there is
dire need to put abolition of these cesses on the high table as these are not only
counter-productive but also make our
policy planners and administrators complacent with regard to sustainable ways
of balancing the budget. Will the
Government go on a course correction?
One can only wait and watch.
(The writer is a New Delhi-based policy analyst)
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1=9D128-,
t was supposed to be the most loyal,
oldest and time-tested ally of the
BJP but ground realities and compulsions of State politics in Punjab in
the wake of the passage of the three
farm Acts forced the Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) to hurriedly exit the NDA.
Had there been even a slight delay in
announcing the divorce from the
NDA, the party, whose major vote
bank comprises the farmers and those
in the rural areas of Punjab, would have
seen an erosion of its base at a crucial
juncture. Plus, the SAD draws its
power from influential Sikh religious
organisations, which would not have
taken too kindly to the party continuing to be in an alliance with the NDA
after its decision to push through the
three farm Acts despite protests by the
farmers.

I

The primary concern of the SAD
at the moment is the March 2022
Assembly election, the countdown for
which has already begun in the State
with the political positioning by various parties. For the SAD, being a part
of the NDA is a secondary concern at
the moment, focussing as it is on gaining public traction and getting on the
electoral bandwagon.
Particularly as the SAD’s main
rival, the ruling Congress Party, which
is facing anti-incumbency sentiments
in the State, has been aggressively targeting the farm Acts to divert attention from its lacklustre performance in
the last 42 months. It would have challenged the SAD for being part of an
alliance which passed the “antifarmer” laws.
However, SAD patron and fivetime Chief Minister Parkash Singh
Badal and party president Sukhbir
Singh Badal sensed the mood and
strategy of the Congress and took
immediate measures by quitting the
NDA. Harsimrat Kaur Badal was
asked to submit her resignation from
the Cabinet and when this was dubbed
as “too little, too late”, SAD walked
away from the NDA to stop the

Congress from becoming the fulcrum of a pro-farmer political mobilisation.
However, the question remains,
how deep is the fissure between the
SAD and the BJP and is the split permanent? Moreover, questions are
being raised whether this was mere
posturing and a strategy to buy time?
Will the two once again enter into an
electoral alliance for the 2022 Assembly
polls and then the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections?
The Badal patriarch has time and
again described the SAD-NDA alliance
as “made for each other” and even after
this break, he has refused to join in any
public mudslinging against the former
partner. He also did not get swayed by
the temporary sentiments of hostility
towards each other. Perhaps he wants
to leave a window of rapprochement
ajar as and when the time comes. Many
in Punjab believe that this time would
be a few weeks before the Assembly
elections when the din associated
with the farm Acts dies down in due
course and a formula is evolved to
appease the farmers, who are on the
warpath at the moment.
Punjab has more or less been a

two-party system for decades now,
where the SAD-BJP and the Congress
Party have shared power for long,
though the equations changed slightly after the emergence of the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) and its decent outing in the last State polls.
The BJP’s votebank in urban
pockets of Punjab is an increment in
not only sociological terms for the
Akalis but also psychologically as it
helps the alliance present itself to the
electorate as an ideal Sikh-Hindu
combination, carrying the legitimacy
of the entire population. With the SAD
parting ways with the NDA, which
many, even those in the Badal-led
party, believe is temporary, this idea of
a composite Sikh-Hindu electoral
alliance has been dented. This is likely to carry an adverse message for the
rest of the country as well, where the
Opposition could paint the BJP as
“anti-alliance” or a party which could
not keep a Sikh minority party in its
fold or accommodate the viewpoint of
its alliance partners.
Talk to the Akali Dal leaders in
private and they admit that backdoor
negotiations would begin once the heat
generated by the Acts subside and the

churning for the Assembly elections
starts. Even BJP leaders in the State are
not sure what exactly to say at the
moment. Behind the public posturing
and the bravado of a couple of saffron
leaders, who talked of a “clean sweep
and Modi wave in next elections”, lies
a lurking fear on how to pick candidates and build the organisation in the
rural pockets of the State. Hitherto,
they had never been to the rural areas
as it was always left for the Akalis. Even
now, after the divorce, the saffron party
leaders are taking no steps to build a
semblance of a political structure in the
Sikh-dominated rural pockets. Perhaps
they, too, have a sense that the breakup is temporary and they should not
do anything to aggravate the situation
as of now.
The argument that the Shiv Sena
walked away from the BJP and formed
a Government in alliance with the
Congress and the-Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) in Maharashtra and that
something similar could happen in
Punjab, simply does not hold ground.
The reason is simple — the SAD would
cease to exist if it even goes soft on the
Congress in Punjab, forget about
entering into any sort of understand-

ing with the grand old party.
The SAD was born on an antiCongress plank and has consistently
maintained that in the two-party electoral ethos which the State has developed historically. The BJP or its earlier avatar, the Jan Sangh, has always
been a minor player in the border State.
Even at the height of the Narendra
Modi wave in 2019, the Congress managed to swim through. For the BJP,
Punjab is more or less politically similar to Kerala or Tamil Nadu — whatever it does, however hard it tries, it
cannot get a foothold as of now if it
goes solo. The reason is simple —
demography and the socio-religious
profile of the electorate.
Of course, the farm Acts could
have consequences in neighbouring
Haryana as well where the BJP is in a
post-election alliance with the
Jannayak Janata Party (JJP). The Ajay
and Dushyant Chautala-led family
party has so far stuck to the chorus that
the Acts would not take away even an
“iota” from the farmers and their interests are safe, but they, too, are slightly
apprehensive given the support the
farmers’ agitation is receiving from the
rich Jat growers — the main social and

political base of the JJP. But as
Assembly elections in Haryana are four
years away, sitting ensconced in the
State Government is far more politically rewarding for the JJP than facing
an uncertain future and an uncertain
electoral outcome if it withdraws support at this juncture.
If the ongoing season of paddy
procurement goes well, farmers get the
Minimum Support Price (MSP) and
are able to sell their produce in the
mandis without any difficulty; the
apprehensions related to the farm Acts
would be addressed automatically to
an extent. Then comes the wheat sowing and harvesting season in April
next. Farmers and political parties like
the SAD and the BJP will look at that
too. And if everything goes as per what
the proponents of the Acts in the BJP
are saying, there could be a rethink in
the strategy of the SAD and its
approach towards the NDA. Many in
Punjab believe that the SAD would
wait till the next wheat harvesting season and take a call on whether the
divorce with the NDA and the BJP
would be permanent or temporary.
(The writer is Senior Resident
Editor, The Pioneer, Chandigarh)
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quity benchmark Sensex
darted up for the third conE
secutive session on Monday,
buoyed by robust gains in IT
and banking stocks amid a
broad upmove in global markets. TCS soared over 7 per
cent after the IT major said it
will consider a share buyback
proposal later this week.
Starting off on a high note,
the 30-share BSE Sensex
zoomed to the day’s peak at
39,263.85, before ceding some
ground to settle at 38,973.70,
up 276.65 points or 0.71 per
cent.
Likewise, the broader NSE
Nifty rose 86.40 points or 0.76
per cent to close at 11,503.35.

TCS was the top performer on the Sensex chart, rallying 7.30 per cent.
In the process, the IT giant
became the second Indian firm
after Reliance Industries to
cross the Rs 10 lakh crore
market valuation mark.
Other prominent gainers
included Tata Steel, Sun
Pharma, Infosys, Tech
Mahindra, IndusInd Bank,
HCL Tech, ICICI Bank, HUL,
Kotak Bank and HDFC Bank,
spurting up to 4.71 per cent.
On the other hand, Bajaj
Finserv, Bajaj Finance, Bharti
Airtel, Bajaj Auto, PowerGrid
and ITC were among the major
laggards, shedding as much as
2.70 per cent.
With the global markets’
focus turning to US President
Donald Trump’s COVID-19
treatment, reports of an
improvement in his health
boosted investor sentiment,

analysts said.
Asian shares rose
following Trump’s health
update, while European markets too opened on a firm footing.
“Indian indices had a very
positive start taking cues from
the global market and in anticipation of the Supreme Court
verdict of the compounding of
loans during the moratorium
period. Gains came off when
the decision was deferred to
next week, this delay is unlikely to change the framework for
small borrowers and the banking sector as the government
and RBI is expected to maintain the buoyancy of the matter.
“In the near-term, the market is expected to maintain its
optimism based on Trump’s
recovery, development of stimulus in US and India, upcoming Q2 FY21 results in India

and Supreme Court final verdict,” said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services.
Sectorally, the BSE IT
index rose 4.06 per cent, followed by teck, metal, healthcare
and bankex.
In the broader market, the
BSE midcap index shed 0.18
per cent, while the smallcap
gauge rose 0.38 per cent,
underperforming the benchmark.
On the forex market front,
the rupee closed 16 paise lower
at 73.29 against the US dollar.
Global crude oil benchmark Brent was trading nearly 3 per cent higher at USD
40.41 per barrel.
Analysts further said that
going ahead, the market’s focus
will shift to corporate earnings
announcements, with the
results season beginning this
week.
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he Government proposes to
implement a new floor price
T
mechanism for gas produced
from domestic fields by companies such as the Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation (ONGC) to
prevent the fuel price from crashing below an identified threshold
in current subdued market conditions.
Domestic gas price has fall-

en to $1.79 per million British
thermal units (mmBtu) for the
October-March period of the
current fiscal.
The administered price of
the gas has fallen in the last four
six-monthly revision cycles and
has now reached the lowest price
levels since 2014.
At this level of natural gas
prices, exploration companies
such as ONGC actually lose
money on fuel as tariffs crash.
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20600.00 20719.05 20000.00
BAJAJFINSV
6090.00 6169.50 5857.80

LTP CHANGE
11503.35
86.40
2713.95 190.50
335.00
21.95
382.95
18.00
524.10
17.20
291.00
8.95
179.35
5.25
1047.60
29.95
845.35
22.85
3143.00
78.10
75.70
1.60
603.50
11.30
5181.95
69.90
823.30
10.35
781.95
8.95
575.75
6.55
373.25
4.05
118.40
1.15
826.30
7.40
2113.00
18.00
1312.95
7.90
6835.00
38.70
3830.00
21.40
134.20
0.70
2208.95
11.30
1112.50
5.55
16079.00
78.50
353.80
0.50
506.00
0.35
444.00
0.30
69.15
0.00
608.35
-1.80
3137.90
-13.55
189.45
-0.85
1782.35
-8.30
2215.00
-10.25
2031.00
-9.45
897.00
-5.80
1189.90
-8.75
84.20
-0.70
169.30
-1.55
4060.25
-37.50
747.50
-7.05
349.50
-3.80
162.55
-2.05
2946.00
-39.40
86.85
-1.55
3379.95
-62.85
423.90
-8.45
20045.00 -566.00
5885.00 -168.60

1,)7<1(;7
SCRIP
NIFTY NEXT 50
CADILAHC
GICRE
MARICO
ADANITRANS
AUROPHARMA
GODREJCP
PETRONET
HINDZINC
BANDHANBNK
DLF
LTI
INDIGO
PEL
DABUR
LUPIN
MOTHERSUMI
SIEMENS
HDFCAMC
BIOCON
NMDC
SBICARD
MUTHOOTFIN
COLPAL
PNB
ALKEM
TORNTPHARM
HAVELLS
ACC
PGHH
MCDOWELL-N
AMBUJACEM
HINDPETRO
ADANIGREEN
BERGEPAINT
INFRATEL
UBL
BOSCHLTD
BAJAJHLDNG
ICICIPRULI
BANKBARODA
OFSS
CONCOR
PIDILITIND
TATACONSUM
PFC
ABBOTINDIA
IGL
DMART
NAUKRI
ICICIGI

OPEN
27403.25
401.00
122.50
362.10
249.50
825.00
741.00
221.70
208.50
290.00
157.00
2553.50
1271.30
1304.75
515.35
1028.35
117.20
1268.80
2300.00
453.60
83.45
839.00
1161.90
1445.00
28.40
2769.00
2817.20
669.30
1420.00
9910.00
523.00
221.20
176.90
769.60
591.00
180.00
965.00
13660.00
2471.00
425.00
42.10
3050.00
355.80
1479.00
513.40
89.00
16406.00
400.85
2192.95
3611.00
1295.00

HIgh
LOW
LTP CHANGE
27419.40 27206.30 27321.30
70.35
417.40 395.80 417.00
18.75
129.85 122.15 127.00
5.05
379.25 362.05 376.85
14.95
259.40 248.00 257.15
9.95
848.00 811.50 847.00
28.35
758.00 738.55 756.00
21.95
227.45 221.00 226.90
6.20
214.45 208.50 213.90
5.65
297.95 288.60 292.35
6.60
161.85 156.80 159.50
3.60
2590.65 2520.00 2585.00
57.75
1329.00 1265.30 1295.00
25.60
1333.00 1296.05 1319.20
22.00
521.65 510.65 521.65
7.85
1048.00 1012.65 1042.95
15.10
119.00 114.20 117.75
1.60
1288.00 1261.10 1278.50
17.25
2323.00 2270.00 2306.00
30.90
460.00 448.00 458.70
6.05
84.10
82.65
83.60
1.00
848.45 838.00 846.90
8.00
1187.40 1148.85 1163.80
10.05
1457.00 1435.30 1451.00
11.00
28.85
28.05
28.15
0.15
2769.00 2714.10 2755.00
12.90
2840.00 2761.20 2830.50
13.30
674.95 665.00 669.05
3.00
1429.50 1402.00 1420.00
4.90
10000.00 9832.30 9899.95
33.45
527.45 519.50 524.50
1.70
224.20 219.45 221.70
0.50
177.10 173.00 175.75
0.25
770.00 741.10 748.00
0.90
593.80 584.30 590.00
-0.55
182.90 176.55 178.40
-0.55
983.00 952.05 958.95
-3.20
13807.45 13363.05 13479.85
-71.65
2478.95 2422.45 2432.90
-16.60
426.95 416.40 420.00
-3.40
42.80
41.40
41.60
-0.35
3089.45 3003.60 3012.00
-28.95
358.90 351.00 352.80
-3.45
1479.00 1444.00 1446.00
-17.00
513.40 502.10 503.00
-6.10
90.45
86.80
87.10
-1.55
16575.00 15970.10 16007.00 -377.90
400.95 388.45 390.20
-10.90
2197.15 2104.00 2113.00
-71.80
3649.00 3471.40 3488.00 -121.15
1295.00 1251.15 1255.25
-46.05

Sources said the Petroleum
Ministry is considering a proposal under which domestic gas
will have a floor pricing that
would be linked to gas prices with
the Japan-Korea Marker, a
benchmark index used to determine LNG tariff in North Asia
with a discount. With JKM prices
hovering over $5 per million
British thermal units (mmBtu)
even with a $1 mmBtu discount,
the Indian gas floor price under

this formula will be close to $4
mmBtu. This is much higher
than the government’s current
administered price of natural gas
and would give necessary margins to oil explorers to economically maintain gas production
cycles. While a gas floor price at
this juncture would benefit oil
companies, it could render the
price of piped natural gas to
households and CNG for transportation expensive.
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focussed on such reforms.”
According to Chauhan,
India’s economy has shown
signs of stability in the last few
months with manufacturing
and services gradually improving even as coronavirus cases
escalated across the country.
“Activity in India’s dominant services sector is picking
up and manufacturing has
bounced back into expansion
due to government push after
four successive months of contraction,” he said.
“So clearly the real econo-

my is on the path of recovery,
as the markets have indicated.
It is early days to predict full
recovery but current indications are good.”
Besides, he cited that in the
last 1 year, BSE brokers have
opened 1.5 crore investor
accounts. In the last 6 months
alone, more than 80 lakh
investor accounts have been
opened on BSE. Consequently,
the stock exchange major has
reached a landmark of 5.47
crore investor accounts registered on its platform.

strong, thereby retaining
investors’ interest, contended
the chief of the Bombay Stock
Exchange.
In a conversation with
IANS, BSE MD and CEO
Ashishkumar Chauhan pointed out that rising investor participation in the equity segment
along with recent industrial
recovery trends clearly show

the resilience of the Indian
economy.
“Overall, I believe that
despite a moderation caused by
the Covid-19 pandemic, the
fundamentals of Indian economy remain strong and GDP
growth is expected to rebound
from the second quarter of FY
2020-21,” Chauhan said.
“Indian government is seen
not only as reformative, but
transformative in approach, as
seen by the recent farm and
labour bill enactments. Foreign
investors, in my view, are
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espite Covid-induced
moderation, India’s ecoD
nomic fundamentals remain

eliance Industries has called
ecovery in domestic air
off the proposed merger of Rpassenger traffic continR
his group’s entertainment busi- ued in September with a
ness with Sony Pictures Networks
India following a strategic
rethink. Ambani’s television
networks housed in Viacom18
Media Pvt Ltd were to merge
with Sony Corp, with the
Japanese giant having a bigger
stake in the merged entity.
However, Reliance has now had
a rethink and has decided not to
pursue the merger route, sources
with direct knowledge of the
development said.

sequential growth about 37-39
per cent in passenger volume in
the previous month over
August, ratings agency Icra
said on Monday.
The passenger volumes,
however, plunged around 60
per cent in September over the
same month year-ago, it said in
a release.
Besides, the domestic carriers also increased capacity
deployment significantly to

around 46 per cent in
September as compared to 33
per cent in the month ago,
according to Icra.
The Civil Aviation
Ministry in June had permitted
increasing the capacity to 45
per cent with effect from June
27 from a maximum of onethird at the time of resumption
of domestic flights from May
25, which was further scaled up
to 60 per cent from September
2.
This apart, the ministry in
late August announced other
relaxations also such as allowing airlines to provide meals on

board, ser ve pre-packed
snacks/meals/ pre-packaged
beverages, and allowing inflight entertainment, however
with certain riders.
“The
number of flights departing has
also gradually increased from
416 on Day 1 (May 25) to
1,488 on Day 128 (September
28,),” said Kinjal Shah, Vice
President, ICRA.
For
September, the average daily
departures were about 1,311,
significantly lower than the
average daily departures of
2,874 in September 2019,
though much better than about
930 in August 2020, she said.

BSE 500
Script
HCLTECH
TCS
RELIANCE
INDUSINDBK
INFY
BAJFINANCE
SBIN
WIPRO
PVR
IDEA
ESCORTS
TATAMOTORS
TATASTEEL
VEDL
ADANIENT
BHARTIARTL
AXISBANK
HDFCBANK
ICICIBANK
KOTAKBANK
DRREDDY
LAURUSLABS
ITC
AUROPHARMA
JSWSTEEL
RBLBANK
HINDUNILVR
BANDHANBNK
JINDALSTEL
TECHM
MARUTI
HINDPETRO
HDFC
MUTHOOTFIN
CIPLA
FEDERALBNK
INDIGO
ZEEL
APOLLOHOSP
ASHOKLEY
BANKBARODA
SIS
HEROMOTOCO
BAJAJ-AUTO
TRIDENT
BAJAJFINSV
SUNPHARMA
SHREECEM
M&M
CADILAHC
LUPIN
MINDTREE
HINDALCO
MANAPPURAM
ASIANPAINT
TATAELXSI
DIVISLAB
LT
BRITANNIA
TITAN
IOC
ULTRACEMCO
PEL
SAIL
GAIL
IBULHSGFIN
DMART
BHARATFORG
REDINGTON
EICHERMOT
DLF
ONGC
GRANULES
BPCL
HDFCLIFE
PNB
IRCTC
GODREJCP
SRTRANSFIN
BIOCON
BSOFT
TATAPOWER
INOXLEISUR
M&MFIN
HIMATSEIDE
IDFCFIRSTB
APOLLOTYRE
KPITTECH
UPL
TVSMOTOR
GODREJPROP
IEX
L&TFH
GLENMARK
TATACHEM
JUBLFOOD
COFORGE
NTPC
ADANIPORTS
PIIND
CHOLAFIN
ADANIGREEN
EXIDEIND
ADANIGAS
TATACONSUM
SBICARD
STAR
GMM

High

Low

LTP

827.00
839.30
2610.00 2727.00
2246.00 2249.00
594.00
630.70
1019.45 1054.60
3460.00 3518.00
191.80
193.70
315.75
335.90
1320.00 1345.70
9.25
9.48
1293.00 1296.60
137.00
137.50
369.00
385.25
139.60
140.35
312.40
334.60
432.85
437.50
445.05
456.20
1111.00 1131.45
370.95
382.45
1307.45 1333.00
5155.00 5186.95
277.70
298.95
171.70
172.85
822.00
847.50
283.20
291.80
179.50
184.85
2103.70 2122.65
286.30
297.95
191.25
198.00
822.00
850.15
6890.00 6890.00
176.00
177.30
1789.90 1816.00
1164.45 1186.70
776.00
783.65
51.10
52.25
1270.00 1328.95
214.20
214.80
2080.00 2156.75
76.30
77.05
42.00
42.80
360.30
377.75
3215.00 3230.00
3008.00 3021.05
8.20
8.57
6100.00 6171.95
506.80
524.80
20500.05 20700.05
612.00
618.00
401.80
417.70
1030.00 1047.85
1340.00 1373.65
175.15
179.75
166.50
169.45
2040.00 2040.00
1280.00 1374.95
3088.00 3146.10
908.00
908.50
3809.50 3856.95
1200.00 1216.20
74.10
76.10
4135.00 4135.00
1309.00 1332.85
34.45
35.80
88.10
88.95
156.45
158.95
2205.00 2205.00
460.00
469.00
114.45
119.45
2223.00 2225.60
156.90
161.75
68.95
69.70
386.00
388.25
355.80
358.45
575.00
577.35
28.50
28.85
1387.00 1390.05
740.70
758.20
660.00
675.55
454.90
459.90
195.50
210.55
54.45
55.15
288.10
292.45
131.60
132.45
111.80
130.50
30.80
31.15
132.85
135.30
127.90
129.60
506.50
509.95
490.00
490.00
875.00
892.10
206.25
216.85
64.35
65.45
490.80
499.35
300.15
310.50
2382.00 2396.00
2368.00 2438.95
85.00
85.50
354.55
357.95
1983.00 2055.40
259.05
263.45
770.00
772.30
163.00
168.70
194.50
200.90
512.00
512.65
836.75
848.30
725.50
736.50
3840.00 3947.00

Open

817.70
2604.00
2205.50
592.10
1019.00
3370.00
187.10
315.45
1265.60
8.94
1224.50
132.05
369.00
135.15
307.55
423.00
439.35
1110.65
370.95
1307.45
5102.30
265.00
168.80
811.35
282.55
173.70
2082.50
286.30
191.25
822.00
6746.35
173.10
1775.55
1148.85
762.40
50.25
1265.60
207.50
2068.30
74.40
41.45
356.50
3095.00
2930.00
7.79
5861.25
503.95
19973.55
597.35
396.10
1012.95
1336.30
172.75
164.35
2010.60
1280.00
3052.90
895.05
3785.10
1189.35
73.80
4029.90
1297.00
34.40
86.50
151.85
2105.00
454.35
114.45
2183.65
156.55
68.40
375.00
351.00
565.35
28.10
1356.40
739.15
647.75
448.35
195.50
53.60
281.20
128.05
110.60
30.00
132.20
120.35
502.05
465.25
856.00
206.20
62.90
484.00
299.40
2347.75
2331.10
83.80
348.25
1966.90
251.00
730.00
162.75
191.05
502.15
836.75
716.45
3720.00

822.90
2706.85
2211.15
601.75
1048.20
3379.85
188.75
334.05
1273.30
9.02
1235.95
133.90
382.15
137.80
326.60
424.35
444.20
1114.15
373.15
1314.80
5157.45
295.40
169.30
843.40
289.55
175.40
2111.05
292.30
196.65
841.25
6816.85
175.70
1785.35
1160.35
779.10
50.80
1295.75
208.25
2135.00
75.15
41.60
376.00
3135.00
2947.95
8.47
5889.50
523.15
20032.00
608.40
414.20
1038.75
1348.80
179.50
166.70
2032.00
1358.70
3137.60
896.85
3828.45
1194.50
75.45
4064.00
1318.70
35.10
86.90
152.70
2110.65
464.75
116.40
2205.65
159.50
69.15
379.90
354.00
575.10
28.30
1375.55
752.65
655.25
458.50
204.05
53.85
287.85
128.80
130.50
30.25
134.90
122.15
506.50
473.30
864.20
215.55
63.35
496.80
307.85
2373.50
2331.10
84.35
349.80
2030.70
252.35
749.25
166.05
199.35
503.35
845.80
728.65
3821.30

INFRATEL
RAYMOND
JUSTDIAL
SPICEJET
SRF
LTI
MRF
DABUR
COALINDIA
MARICO
TORNTPHARM
NATCOPHARM
NOCIL
MOTHERSUMI
SUNTV
LICHSGFIN
VOLTAS
CANBK
BEL
ACC
HAVELLS
BALKRISIND
DIXON
BLISSGVS
HFCL
BATAINDIA
GRASIM
IGL
SIEMENS
SBILIFE
PAGEIND
RECLTD
AFFLE
ITI
METROPOLIS
MGL
SUMICHEM
HDFCAMC
DEEPAKNI
AMBUJACEM
NESTLEIND
WELSPUNIND
NMDC
WOCKPHARMA
NAUKRI
TV18BRDCST
POWERGRID
BOSCHLTD
BHEL
DCAL
RELAXO
PFC
IPCALAB
VAKRANGEE
WELCORP
INDIAMART
CROMPTON
ICICIGI
MCX
BDL
RAMCOCEM
INDHOTEL

181.50
286.00
396.00
50.30
4090.05
2536.50
60699.00
515.00
118.80
366.00
2752.05
940.00
142.00
117.55
462.00
283.55
678.55
89.70
96.70
1416.00
667.00
1475.00
8850.00
177.80
16.00
1350.00
754.25
403.90
1269.00
820.15
21400.00
104.20
2825.00
134.30
1847.70
855.30
290.25
2299.00
829.00
223.00
16100.00
72.80
83.00
303.10
3749.00
28.15
164.50
13620.00
29.90
166.95
660.20
89.90
2248.05
28.85
113.40
4993.80
294.00
1300.00
1716.10
323.55
750.30
97.10

182.80
293.80
401.00
52.00
4172.85
2603.05
61219.80
521.00
119.55
378.60
2841.85
962.05
148.85
118.20
468.65
288.15
685.50
93.30
96.70
1428.00
674.05
1475.00
9020.00
181.00
17.75
1356.50
763.45
403.90
1287.85
834.25
21460.50
104.20
2850.25
134.30
1938.70
872.05
291.80
2319.20
829.00
224.05
16141.45
73.75
83.95
317.60
3749.00
31.60
166.35
13801.80
30.00
172.40
676.00
90.45
2249.00
30.25
117.40
5040.00
294.00
1300.00
1790.00
332.90
755.00
101.95

176.80
284.20
372.25
49.55
4090.05
2522.70
60297.40
510.65
117.65
362.90
2752.05
918.80
141.45
114.15
456.70
274.25
663.80
89.50
94.70
1402.50
665.00
1435.70
8720.00
173.30
16.00
1327.20
742.50
388.60
1261.05
815.40
20513.45
98.60
2729.00
129.00
1770.00
852.00
284.40
2271.60
802.10
219.60
15824.95
71.30
82.60
299.40
3473.80
28.15
162.20
13348.30
29.40
164.00
655.75
86.75
2137.05
28.85
109.65
4900.00
279.50
1251.05
1716.10
315.20
743.00
96.60

178.70
291.20
378.80
51.40
4128.85
2577.55
60485.05
520.05
118.40
376.85
2825.65
950.10
146.80
116.45
460.60
274.90
672.00
90.25
96.15
1421.00
672.00
1449.95
8857.10
178.95
17.50
1343.00
751.00
390.45
1279.00
825.35
20562.85
98.90
2750.00
129.80
1913.55
854.60
286.70
2299.85
808.05
221.40
16044.60
73.75
83.50
317.60
3488.00
31.40
162.65
13470.65
29.50
172.40
673.75
87.25
2148.15
29.65
117.40
4973.85
281.15
1254.30
1754.00
330.05
746.85
101.00

KALPATPOWR*
INDIACEM
COLPAL
SHOPERSTOP
DISHTV
SUZLON
AMARAJABAT
PIDILITIND
MFSL
CANFINHOME
FSL
MPHASIS
SYNGENE
EQUITAS
NCC
ASTRAZEN
RAJESHEXPO
ALKEM
HAL
ADVENZYMES
APLAPOLLO
CONCOR
ICICIPRULI
NATIONALUM
FRETAIL
NAVINFLUOR
PERSISTENT
JBCHEPHARM
CGCL
JUBILANT

245.00
118.55
1438.50
181.00
14.05
2.90
753.45
1476.00
614.00
419.00
71.65
1357.25
565.00
55.00
35.45
4302.10
463.60
2740.00
800.00
333.40
2950.00
356.20
430.00
32.30
89.50
2142.00
1332.00
982.00
234.30
732.00

249.50
120.00
1456.30
197.85
14.20
3.07
759.85
1476.05
624.15
422.55
73.70
1384.00
579.10
55.00
35.80
4385.20
487.75
2765.85
824.70
345.00
3025.00
358.80
430.00
32.90
91.80
2161.90
1340.00
1008.00
242.00
775.85

239.50
115.00
1436.00
181.00
13.38
2.90
735.85
1444.00
600.30
412.35
71.20
1330.05
559.90
53.15
34.30
4200.00
460.05
2716.00
792.00
324.65
2881.40
351.90
416.50
32.15
88.35
2069.85
1298.00
973.00
234.30
732.00

241.00
115.80
1451.25
190.45
14.03
3.06
749.15
1446.75
611.75
417.20
71.50
1340.00
575.90
54.45
34.70
4308.00
481.75
2755.00
820.40
340.65
2890.00
353.25
420.45
32.30
89.25
2088.75
1327.30
975.15
237.55
755.70

UBL
PETRONET
BERGEPAINT
FINEORG
HINDZINC
KAJARIACER
GMRINFRA
IDFC
HEXAWARE
UJJIVAN
ABCAPITAL
LALPATHLAB
STRTECH
JAICORPLTD
ATUL
APLLTD
DELTACORP*
SPARC
TATAMTRDVR
SUPRAJIT
THYROCARE
CEATLTD
PHILIPCARB
VENKYS
PGHL
ENGINERSIN
FCONSUMER
SWANENERGY
CUMMINSIND
OFSS
CASTROLIND
COCHINSHIP
AMBER
CHAMBLFERT
ECLERX
CENTURYTEX
SOUTHBANK
QUESS
KRBL
VINATIORGA
PNBHOUSING
ABFRL
BALRAMCHIN
IBREALEST
TORNTPOWER
AARTIIND
GNFC
NBCC
RALLIS
CUB
POLYCAB
SHILPAMED
ABBOTINDIA
COROMANDEL
GSFC
CESC
LINDEINDIA
DEEPAKFERT
SOBHA
SUNTECK
AUBANK
FLUOROCHEM
NLCINDIA
CENTURYPLY
OIL
BANKINDIA
RITES
GODREJAGRO
FDC
BAYERCROP
HEG
UNIONBANK
SONATSOFTW
WABCOINDIA
ASTRAL
TATACOFFEE
ADANITRANS
RVNL
PFIZER
TRENT
ALOKTEXT
WABAG
GUJGAS
ZENSARTECH
INDIANB
JSWENERGY
BBTC
MEGH
SUDARSCHEM
HAWKINCOOK
MINDAIND
HATHWAY
IRB
HEIDELBERG
JKLAKSHMI
NAM-INDIA
CAPPL
BEML
GRAPHITE
LUXIND
TATACOMM
SCI
BLUEDART
ISEC
BAJAJELEC
SWSOLAR
CYIENT
GODFRYPHLP
POWERINDIA

975.00
982.00
221.00
227.40
590.00
593.35
2625.00 2655.45
208.40
214.40
553.95
553.95
23.10
23.80
31.90
32.75
465.30
466.80
218.15
222.65
64.00
65.50
1878.70 1940.55
153.00
157.00
82.75
87.50
6199.95 6199.95
934.05
979.45
116.90
118.30
174.80
178.40
63.40
64.15
190.00
206.85
758.00
786.85
1000.70 1034.40
133.00
134.10
1460.00 1501.15
5444.00 5444.00
65.00
65.40
8.60
8.74
127.45
129.10
449.00
460.25
3071.30 3087.00
109.70
113.35
338.00
344.55
2060.00 2105.90
160.60
164.65
697.75
734.00
335.00
338.75
6.81
6.85
410.00
414.55
289.90
297.75
1341.55 1343.90
335.30
341.50
132.70
134.80
150.05
156.45
53.00
53.20
305.00
313.00
1025.00 1025.00
217.00
217.00
23.35
24.10
285.25
287.60
141.40
145.30
833.00
833.00
562.00
562.00
16377.15 16555.00
798.00
800.70
64.45
66.20
635.00
635.00
808.50
823.00
150.35
154.00
229.80
241.15
268.70
269.10
668.00
684.40
493.10
508.40
49.50
53.15
163.30
176.05
88.00
88.75
41.75
41.75
254.20
258.30
509.00
514.10
349.30
352.90
5878.00 5952.35
749.00
752.90
24.80
25.00
313.80
318.45
5618.00 5720.00
1208.00 1208.00
104.20
106.75
251.85
259.60
19.35
19.70
4925.00 4948.00
679.95
679.95
21.50
21.50
194.05
202.65
312.15
314.15
195.50
200.10
59.00
59.00
57.25
57.35
1315.20 1343.10
80.70
82.25
480.00
482.40
5155.00 5295.50
348.00
353.45
28.65
31.65
112.00
113.00
189.00
190.15
268.00
268.00
269.80
274.70
558.00
566.55
617.50
619.65
194.90
197.00
1445.70 1490.00
848.30
862.00
54.80
54.80
3261.45 3309.95
465.80
472.60
502.00
502.00
222.00
226.95
381.00
391.20
912.00
928.45
962.10 1019.70

953.00
221.00
584.60
2532.05
208.40
531.75
23.10
30.60
464.50
216.35
63.60
1861.70
152.15
82.00
6000.00
934.05
112.75
172.05
61.55
188.85
752.60
986.05
129.95
1460.00
5256.90
64.10
8.32
123.60
444.00
3005.00
109.70
332.75
2028.50
159.30
695.50
333.10
6.71
399.00
276.00
1290.00
334.00
131.25
150.05
50.40
305.00
997.00
207.00
23.35
279.30
141.40
822.15
547.15
15965.80
761.35
63.70
614.60
793.30
149.20
229.20
257.90
666.40
479.00
49.50
163.30
86.15
40.45
252.20
503.75
340.70
5787.40
730.55
24.35
313.80
5617.55
1188.45
104.20
247.00
19.25
4862.55
655.55
21.50
192.00
308.70
190.40
57.65
54.65
1310.00
79.75
470.30
5155.00
338.20
28.65
110.50
186.40
260.35
266.50
552.25
606.65
189.95
1426.75
836.50
52.10
3226.65
463.00
488.25
218.00
381.00
912.00
960.20

958.80
226.00
591.00
2565.00
213.65
546.10
23.30
30.75
464.80
218.80
63.90
1929.75
154.75
86.60
6022.30
972.20
113.80
177.25
62.15
202.55
770.80
1015.60
130.60
1475.45
5288.00
64.60
8.35
127.75
458.85
3022.70
110.50
342.70
2088.05
163.05
725.75
336.80
6.72
404.90
280.80
1291.50
338.70
132.15
153.50
51.20
309.50
1010.65
208.10
23.85
281.15
144.00
823.50
547.80
16008.20
765.75
64.00
619.75
817.55
150.45
240.25
260.25
671.35
501.00
52.80
175.40
86.55
40.75
255.90
511.00
348.45
5807.00
732.50
24.55
316.05
5720.00
1196.00
104.90
257.40
19.30
4928.60
669.40
21.50
195.15
313.00
195.95
58.60
55.45
1325.60
81.40
475.15
5162.40
347.00
31.35
112.00
187.15
261.90
270.45
560.85
611.95
193.10
1456.60
855.00
52.70
3249.00
469.10
490.50
219.90
382.75
919.60
965.80

GSPL
MIDHANI
JKCEMENT
UJJIVANSFB
BALMLAWRIE
FINCABLES
HSCL
VBL
EIDPARRY
KEI
ABB
DBL
GLAXO
ALKYLAMINE
AJANTPHARM
SYMPHONY
IRCON
INDOCO
CENTRALBK
SPANDANA
PRESTIGE
OMAXE
NH
AVANTI
SUPREMEIND
EDELWEISS
ALLCARGO
CSBBANK
GDL
GICRE
PTC
DHANUKA
3MINDIA
BOMDYEING
BAJAJHLDNG
PARAGMILK
EMAMILTD
IDBI
GMDCLTD
SOLARINDS
PCJEWELLER
ASHOKA
SUVENPHAR
AEGISLOG
ORIENTELEC
CHALET
DCBBANK
SANOFI
BAJAJCON
GESHIP
GRSE
WHIRLPOOL
FINOLEXIND
INFIBEAM
KANSAINER
BIRLACORPN
VAIBHAVGBL
RAIN
VARROC
TIINDIA
SUNDRMFAST
RADICO
HUDCO
ENDURANCE
KEC
MAHSCOOTER
GALAXYSURF
J&KBANK
ADANIPOWER
TIMETECHNO
GREAVESCOT
JAMNAAUTO
RCF
HONAUT
CARERATING
DBCORP
JAGRAN
JINDALSAW
GHCL
ESSELPRO
LTTS
FORTIS
MAHABANK
EIHOTEL
VIPIND
SKFINDIA
PGHH
IFBIND
JKPAPER*
PHOENIXLTD
TVTODAY
DALBHARAT
UFLEX
BASF
CREDITACC
VGUARD
MAHSEAMLES
JYOTHYLAB
GRINDWELL
MOTILALOFS
NESCO
LEMONTREE
VMART
JSLHISAR
GARFIBRES
WESTLIFE
THERMAX
ARVINDFASN
RATNAMANI

204.10
206.65
194.10
198.65
1570.00 1576.40
32.90
33.25
104.10
104.65
280.00
291.90
54.70
55.00
735.00
735.00
284.00
290.70
351.00
351.00
862.50
877.60
342.80
345.00
1565.00 1585.00
3265.00 3290.00
1610.00 1610.00
916.00
918.45
80.30
80.55
276.75
276.75
14.00
14.25
515.00
549.80
253.80
257.15
70.00
70.00
360.00
369.80
504.90
508.05
1417.00 1424.80
58.80
59.55
124.25
126.00
224.25
239.00
94.40
97.85
124.00
129.65
46.90
47.45
769.80
783.40
18294.05 18459.00
62.65
64.55
2470.75 2479.95
102.50
106.00
346.00
353.65
34.85
35.10
42.15
45.80
1118.00 1143.00
14.40
14.40
65.60
66.50
399.60
400.00
231.75
233.25
179.35
181.00
147.00
147.15
80.95
82.15
8652.20 8750.00
181.90
182.30
241.25
243.75
222.40
223.75
2245.00 2245.00
515.15
523.30
76.70
78.65
491.05
497.50
663.00
666.75
1919.45 1925.00
104.70
105.15
310.00
315.20
641.10
648.00
412.70
428.40
409.00
409.00
32.55
33.20
1145.00 1156.90
354.85
354.85
3100.00 3100.00
1918.00 1918.00
15.06
15.85
37.40
37.40
38.60
39.50
75.00
76.10
44.75
45.30
44.75
44.80
33099.95 33099.95
363.00
363.00
79.65
81.25
37.30
37.60
64.00
64.55
163.60
163.95
258.80
258.80
1609.80 1609.80
135.00
136.85
11.60
11.60
84.90
84.90
292.75
296.05
1488.00 1490.10
9863.00 9943.95
601.05
614.80
93.30
93.30
595.05
612.00
197.55
205.00
774.60
780.00
324.60
327.70
1542.95 1556.40
750.00
756.50
171.65
171.65
223.75
228.75
148.00
149.35
569.00
579.90
630.90
636.00
553.80
553.80
29.00
29.05
1971.15 2014.00
86.30
87.50
2168.00 2168.00
393.10
400.55
718.50
738.50
127.90
131.35
1225.05 1310.00

199.25
194.10
1537.40
32.60
102.00
280.00
52.90
692.00
281.00
340.25
862.50
333.25
1560.00
3220.00
1582.00
881.25
79.00
262.80
13.75
515.00
250.05
66.50
340.90
494.45
1361.95
57.80
123.95
224.25
94.05
122.05
46.80
762.65
18230.90
62.65
2423.75
102.50
346.00
34.30
42.15
1075.00
13.60
65.45
388.50
224.45
177.70
142.25
80.95
8619.60
180.20
235.15
216.60
2169.90
503.90
76.25
478.00
637.70
1906.85
102.15
306.00
620.00
411.95
403.00
32.25
1124.20
342.80
2951.00
1872.00
14.95
36.80
38.35
74.30
44.15
44.15
32228.55
349.00
79.00
36.35
62.50
158.70
240.10
1575.10
135.00
11.25
81.20
289.00
1467.15
9800.00
601.05
90.00
595.00
192.85
751.00
322.95
1507.35
738.85
167.35
221.65
147.00
557.00
624.80
533.25
28.45
1953.90
85.10
2087.80
389.85
711.35
126.50
1225.05

204.00
196.35
1552.00
32.85
102.00
289.40
53.80
692.00
287.00
343.65
874.00
341.95
1568.95
3233.00
1599.25
890.35
79.25
265.10
13.80
540.00
253.90
66.65
364.25
501.00
1370.05
58.75
124.85
227.00
97.20
126.65
47.00
769.70
18459.00
64.35
2435.50
103.35
350.55
34.60
45.60
1084.40
13.92
65.65
390.00
224.65
179.65
144.45
81.35
8641.40
180.25
236.40
218.05
2209.00
519.60
78.65
478.80
639.90
1908.65
102.15
310.10
624.25
426.80
406.50
32.55
1135.05
343.55
2999.00
1878.00
15.09
36.90
39.00
74.65
44.65
44.25
32228.55
350.00
79.50
37.00
63.35
160.00
246.35
1588.50
135.50
11.38
81.70
291.70
1473.65
9907.90
607.15
90.10
599.00
202.65
754.35
326.25
1513.50
749.95
168.10
227.00
148.00
557.10
626.70
538.55
28.80
1985.00
86.70
2136.05
392.15
717.00
131.35
1249.40

NHPC
JMFINANCIL
IIFL
OBEROIRLTY
SJVN
LAOPALA
REPCOHOME
CCL
FORCEMOT
KSB
CHENNPETRO
PRSMJOHNSN
TATAINVEST
HERITGFOOD
GODREJIND
DCMSHRIRAM
HINDCOPPER
SOMANYCERA
MINDACORP
JKTYRE
GUJALKALI
IFCI
BLUESTARCO
CRISIL
NBVENTURES
KTKBANK
MOIL
TVSSRICHAK
SHK
SHRIRAMCIT
GPPL
JTEKTINDIA
MASFIN
AIAENG
TASTYBIT
SCHNEIDER
ITDC
ORIENTREF
CERA
SFL
ORIENTCEM
LAXMIMACH
ERIS
VRLLOG
ZYDUSWELL
KPRMILL
PNCINFRA
MRPL
ASTERDM
GILLETTE
ESABINDIA
NIACL
TIMKEN
TCIEXP
TTKPRESTIG
UCOBANK
IOB
JCHAC
KNRCON
MMTC
TEAMLEASE
NILKAMAL
VSTIND
CARBORUNIV
VTL
BRIGADE
GEPIL
TATAMETALI
AKZOINDIA
CHOLAHLDNG
AAVAS
MHRIL
INDOSTAR
NAVNETEDUL
MAHLOG
JSL
STARCEMENT
TNPL
GULFOILLUB
IIFLWAM
MAHLIFE
SCHAEFFLER
TCNSBRANDS

20.35
20.50
78.00
78.00
80.20
81.55
413.10
415.15
21.70
22.00
220.55
222.70
169.95
172.45
271.00
273.35
1080.70 1088.00
479.90
479.95
69.85
70.70
58.80
58.80
855.00
856.00
305.00
329.05
405.85
413.40
368.50
371.35
33.90
33.90
197.60
198.85
71.60
73.45
59.45
59.70
336.10
336.85
6.00
6.18
638.00
647.75
1798.00 1804.45
58.45
59.25
42.10
42.10
143.00
143.00
1400.00 1440.00
83.05
85.50
921.10
953.50
82.20
84.85
77.25
78.50
825.00
836.45
1842.40 1853.85
10780.00 10780.00
81.45
81.50
245.00
245.00
200.00
202.65
2408.85 2455.00
1358.00 1360.00
61.50
61.75
3532.05 3574.15
542.80
543.90
167.40
167.95
1838.40 1840.00
666.00
675.30
162.00
162.00
27.00
27.15
135.15
135.40
5376.00 5430.00
1400.00 1400.00
105.00
107.75
1119.70 1125.70
835.00
835.00
6211.10 6269.95
12.22
12.35
9.50
9.50
2232.80 2248.85
256.00
257.95
16.45
16.55
2289.95 2292.35
1316.60 1316.60
3560.00 3560.00
266.00
266.00
829.10
832.80
168.60
169.75
430.00
430.00
524.65
529.00
2173.75 2173.75
400.70
406.30
1447.10 1447.10
172.90
175.60
290.85
290.85
77.60
78.10
351.55
353.00
45.00
45.10
84.60
84.90
107.10
107.10
745.00
745.00
990.90
990.90
233.00
240.00
3657.55 3680.45
396.00
398.05

20.20
76.50
79.55
396.20
21.70
217.15
165.15
261.05
1060.00
460.20
69.25
56.75
847.00
305.00
399.60
357.95
33.10
192.20
71.60
58.50
331.00
6.00
624.90
1737.00
57.30
41.25
139.00
1379.90
82.95
912.30
81.90
75.10
810.35
1792.65
10527.00
78.60
236.95
193.00
2390.00
1303.95
59.85
3530.85
540.10
163.90
1813.40
654.00
160.00
26.30
130.95
5376.00
1355.00
104.90
1081.50
784.00
6206.00
12.06
9.20
2181.50
251.75
16.25
2247.10
1308.00
3361.55
260.75
821.40
167.90
418.00
518.10
2118.80
400.00
1423.25
171.35
284.85
77.00
347.05
44.10
84.10
105.65
638.30
960.00
233.00
3611.05
389.70

20.40
77.20
80.10
397.95
21.80
218.20
172.45
265.85
1073.25
465.25
69.55
58.45
854.70
325.40
401.65
360.35
33.15
196.35
72.70
58.90
332.00
6.02
628.35
1749.00
57.50
41.30
139.20
1419.75
83.00
913.45
84.30
77.65
827.80
1803.40
10560.00
79.25
238.05
193.00
2419.50
1322.95
60.10
3571.95
540.10
165.75
1834.10
663.20
161.05
27.15
132.00
5396.05
1359.75
105.80
1090.00
802.40
6210.20
12.15
9.25
2192.85
254.05
16.25
2270.00
1308.35
3378.45
260.95
826.20
169.35
420.50
522.50
2119.00
406.30
1434.15
173.10
286.20
77.00
353.00
44.20
84.10
106.45
650.00
964.85
236.65
3680.45
389.70
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Washington: US President
Donald Trump made a surprise
drive-past to greet his supporters outside a military hospital
where he has been admitted
since Friday for the treatment of
the deadly coronavirus, drawing
criticism from Democrats and
a leading medical expert.
The brief drive through
Rockville Pike in Bethesda, a
Mar yland
suburb
of
Washington DC, that separates
the National Institute of Health
and Walter Reed National
Military Medical Center,
brought cheers to his supporters who have been praying for
the 74-year-old president’s
health ahead of the presidential election next month.
“I really appreciate all of
the fans and supporters outside
of the hospital. The fact is, they
really love our Country and are
seeing how we are MAKING
IT GREATER THAN EVER
BEFORE!” Trump said in a

Yerevan (Armenia): The fighting between Armenian and
Azerbaijani forces over the
separatist territory of NagornoKarabakh resumed on Monday
morning, with both sides
accusing each other of launching attacks.
Armenian military officials
on Monday reported missile
strikes hitting Stepanakert, the
capital of Nagorno-Karabakh.
The region lies in Azerbaijan
but has been under the control
of ethnic Armenian forces
backed by Armenia since the
end of a separatist war in 1994.
Firefights of varying intensity “continue to rage” in the
conflict zone, Armenian
Defence Ministry spokeswoman Shushan Stepanian said
on Facebook.
The Azerbaijani Defence
Ministry, in turn, accused
Armenian forces of shelling the
towns of Tartar, Barda and
Beylagan. Ganja, Azerbaijan’s
second-largest city far outside
of the conflict zone, is also
“under fire,” officials said.

tweet soon after his unannounced drive-past.
Trump, a Republican is
seeking another term in the
White House. He is being
challenged by former Vice
President Joe Biden of the
Democratic Party in the
November 3 election.
Trump and the First Lady
Melania tested positive for
COVID-19 on Thursday night.
Trump was shifted to the

military hospital on Friday,
which his doctors and White
House said was taken out of
abundance of caution.
On Sunday, before going
out to wave at his supporters,
Trump in a video posted on his
Twitter handle said he will give
“a little surprise to some of the
great patriots, who have been
on the streets, and they have
been out there for a long time.”
“They love our country. I
am not telling anybody but you,
I am about to make a little surprise visit,” Trump said. PTI

7UXPSPRYLQJWR
VKRZVWUHQJWKDLPV >eTa"STcPX]TSX]1T[Padb
IRU0RQGD\UHOHDVH SdaX]VBd]SPh_a^cTbcb

Bethesda: President Donald
Trump was hoping for a
Monday discharge from the
military hospital where he is
being treated for COVID-19,
a day after he briefly ventured
out while contagious to salute
cheering supporters by motorcade in a move that disregarded precautions meant to
contain the deadly virus that
has killed more than 209,000
Americans.
White House officials said
Trump was anxious to be
released after three nights at
Walter Reed National Military
Medical Centre, where doctors
revealed on Sunday that his
blood oxygen level dropped
suddenly twice in recent days
and that they gave him a
steroid typically only recom-

mended for the very sick.
Still, the doctors said
Trump’s health is improving
and volunteered that he could
be discharged as early as
Monday to continue the
remainder of his treatment at
the White House.
“This is an important day
as the president continues to
improve and is ready to get
back to a normal work schedule,” White House chief of staff
Mark Meadows told Fox News
on Monday.
He said the determination
on whether Trump would leave
the hospital won’t be made
until later in the day after the
president is evaluated by his
medical team, but that Trump
was “optimistic” he could be
released Monday.
AP

6T]=PaPeP]TBWaX]V[P
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Naypyitaw (PTI): Indian Army
chief Gen MM Naravane and
Foreign Secretary Harsh
Vardhan Shringla on Monday
called on Myanmar's State
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi
and discussed a wide range of
“important” bilateral areas,
including maintenance of security and stability in the border
areas.
They also met Myanmar’s
top General Min Aung Hlaing,
the Commander in Chief of
defence services, and discussed
issues of bilateral importance.
Gen Naravane and Shringla
discussed “important bilateral
issues” during their meeting
with Suu Kyi, the Indian
embassy said.
“The two sides discussed
maintenance of security and
stability in their border areas and
reiterated their mutual commitment not to allow their
respective territories to be used
for activities inimical to each
other,” said a press release issued
by the Ministry of External
Affairs.
Myanmar is one of India's
strategic neighbours and shares
a 1,640-km-long border with a
number of northeastern states
including
militancy-hit
Nagaland and Manipur.
India has been concerned
over some militant groups from
the North-East region taking
shelter in Myanmar. The country has been assuring India that
it would not allow any insurgent
group to use its territory against
India. In June, 2015 the Indian
Army had carried out an operation in areas near the IndoMyanmar against the NSCN (K)
militants, days after the ultras
had killed 18 Army men in
Manipur.
The two countries have significantly ramped up defence
and security cooperation in the
last few years including in the
maritime security sphere.
Shringla said Myanmar’s
handing over of 22 Indian insurgents has been deeply appreciated by India and sends a strong
message of “deterrence to inimical elements on both sides.”
Gen Naravane also held
talks with Vice Senior General
Soe Win, Deputy Commanderin-Chief of Myanmar Armed

Services while Shringla met Soe
Han, Permanent Secretary of
Foreign Ministry.
Their visit to Myanmar
assumes significance as it comes
in the midst of the Indian
Army’s bitter border standoff
with the Chinese military in
eastern Ladakh as well restrictions on foreign visits due to the
coronavirus pandemic.
It is Gen Naravane’s first visit
to any foreign country after he
took charge as the Chief of Army
Staff on December 31 last year.
During their visit, India
announced a grant of USD 2
million for the construction of
the border haat bridge at
Byanyu/Sarsichauk in Chin State
that will provide increased economic connectivity between
Mizoram and Myanmar.
A quota of 1.5 lakh tonnes
of Urad (Vigna mungo) for
import from Myanmar till
March 31, 2021 was also
announced.
“The visit provided an
opportunity to review the sustained progress in bilateral relations which have been marked
in recent years by regular highlevel visits and interactions, the
release said.
“Both sides agreed to further strengthen their partnership
in connectivity projects, capacity building, power and energy,
deepen economic and trade
ties, further facilitate people to
people and cultural exchanges,
and broad-base their defence
exchanges across all the three
services,” it added.
Myanmar appreciated
India’s decision to provide debt
service relief under the G-20
Debt Service Suspension
Initiative.
Both sides agreed to work
towards operationalising the
Sittwe Port by the first quarter
of next year and that the tendering process for 69 bridges
proposed under the ambitious
India-Myanmar-Thailand trilateral highway will begin soon.
Sittwe Port is part of the
Kaladan multi-modal transit
transport project which is being
viewed as India’s gateway to
Southeast Asia. The port will
connect India’s landlocked
northeastern region with the Bay
of Bengal through Mizoram.

Kyiv: Authorities in Belarus
said Monday that more than
300 people were detained during the previous day’s protests
against the country’s authoritarian president, who won his
sixth term in office in a vote
widely seen as rigged.
The Interior Ministry said
317 people were detained during rallies in several cities
Sunday against Alexander
Lukashenko.
In the capital, Minsk,
where according to a rights
group nearly 120,000 took part
in a rally on Sunday, water cannons were used to disperse the
crowds, the ministry said.
Police estimated the turnout to
be around 10,000 people.
In the city of Vitebsk police
used tear gas against protesters,
the ministry said. The vast
majority of those detained —
258 — remain in custody
pending a court appearance.
Mass protests have rocked
Belarus for almost two months,
with the largest held on
Sundays and drawing up to
200,000 people.

The unprecedented unrest
was triggered by the results of
the August 9 presidential election that handed Lukashenko,
who has run Belarus with an
iron fist for 26 years, victory
with 80 per cent of the vote.
His main challenger,
Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, got
10 per cent. She and her supporters refused to recognize
the results, saying the outcome
of the vote was manipulated.
Initially, Belarusian
authorities cracked down brutally on protesters, with police
detaining thousands and injuring scores with truncheons,
rubber bullets and stun
grenades.
The government has since
scaled down on the violence
but has maintained the pressure, detaining hundreds of
protesters and prosecuting top
activists.
Prominent members of the
opposition’s Coordination
Council, formed to push for a
transition of power, have been
arrested or forced to leave the
country.
AP

Armenia’s Foreign Ministry
in a statement dismissed allegations of the attacks being
launched from the Armenia’s
territory as a “disinformation
campaign” waged by Azerbaijan.
Vahram
Poghosyan,
spokesman for NagornoKarabakh’s leader, on Monday
warned in a Facebook post that
the territory’s forces would target militar y facilities in
Azerbaijani cities in response to
strikes on Stepanakert and
Shushi, a town in NagornoKarabakh.
The fighting erupted
September 27 and has killed
dozens, marking the biggest
escalation in the decades-old
conflict over the region. Both
sides have accused each other
of expanding the hostilities
beyond the conflict zone in
Nagorno-Karabakh.
AP
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Stockholm: Americans Harvey
J Alter and Charles M Rice and
British-born scientist Michael
Houghton won the Nobel Prize
for medicine on Monday for
their discovery of the hepatitis
C virus, a major source of
liver disease that affects millions worldwide.
Announcing the prize in
Stockholm, the Nobel
Committee noted that the trio’s
work identified a major source
of blood-borne hepatitis that
couldn’t be explained by the
previously discovered hepatitis
A and B viruses.
Their work, dating back to
the 1970s and 1980s, has helped
saved millions of lives, the
committee said.
“Thanks to their discovery,
highly sensitive blood tests for
the virus are now available
and these have essentially eliminated post-transfusion hepatitis in many parts of the world,
greatly improving global
health,” the committee said.
“Their discovery also
allowed the rapid development
of antiviral drugs directed at
hepatitis C,” it added. “For the

first time in history, the disease
can now be cured, raising
hopes of eradicating hepatitis C
virus from the world population.”
The World Health
Organisation estimates there are
over 70 million cases of hepatitis C worldwide and 400,000
deaths from it each year.
The disease is chronic and
a major cause of liver cancer
and cirrhosis requiring liver
transplants.
The medicine prize carried
particular significance this year
due to the coronavirus pandemic, which has highlighted
the importance that medical
research has for societies and
economies around the world.
Will Irving, a virologist at
the University of Nottingham,
said that identifying hepatitis C
had been the “holy grail” in
medicine.
“After hepatitis A and B
were discovered in the 1970s,
it was clear there was still at
least one other virus or more
that were causing liver damage,”
he said.
“We knew there was a

virus in the blood supply,
because when people had
blood transfusion they would
get liver damage,” Irving said.
“It was recognised as a
risk but there was nothing we
could do. We didn’t know what
the virus was and we couldn’t
test for it.”
Nobel Committee member
Patrik Ernfors drew a parallel
between this year’s prize and
the current rush by millions of
scientists around the world to
combat the coronavirus pandemic.
“The first thing you need
to do is to identify the causing
virus,” he told reporters. “And
once that has been done, that
is, in itself, the starting point for
development of drugs to treat
the disease and also to develop vaccines against the disorder.” “So the actual discovery,
viral discovery itself, is a critical moment,” said Ernfors.
Unlike hepatitis A, which
is transmitted via food or water
and causes an acute infection
that can last a few weeks,
hepatitis B and C are transmitted through blood.
AP
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Kuala Lumpur: Malaysian
Prime Minister Muhyiddin
Yassin said on Monday he
will self-quarantine after a
Cabinet minister he was in
contact with tested positive for
the coronavirus, as new cases
in the country hit a record
high.
Muhyiddin had chaired
an October 3 meeting attended by Religious Affairs
Minister Zulkifli Mohamad
Al-Bakri, who confirmed
Monday he has been hospitalized for treatment.
The health ministry has
warned that Malaysia is facing
a new wave of virus cases as
the outbreak has widened in
recent days.
New clusters have sprung
up in many states amid
increased travel to eastern
Sabah state, a hotspot zone, for
a state election last month.
New virus cases hit a
record daily high of 432 on
Monday, bringing Malaysia’s
tally to 12,813 with 137 deaths.
Nearly half were from a prison
in a northern state, and 130
were in Sabah.
Muhyiddin, who took
power in March after a political coup, said in a statement
that he underwent virus testing every two weeks since
April.
AP

Lahore (PTI): Pakistan’s former prime minister Nawaz
Sharif, his daughter Maryam
and other top leaders of the
Opposition PML-N party were
charged with sedition and other
serious cases for allegedly conspiring against the institutions
of the army and judiciary, and
inciting people against them.
The Lahore police registered a FIR on the complaint of
a person on Monday, citing
Sharif ’s two recent speeches
made through a video link
from London in which the
Pakistan Muslim LeagueNawaz supremo made blistering remarks targeting the powerful Pakistan Army.
Sharif — who left for
London late last year after
securing bail for medical treatment in the Chaudhry Sugar
Mills case and the Al Azizia
case — has been targeting the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf-led
government led by Prime
Minister Imran Khan as well as
many state institutions, including the judiciary and the military. He served as Pakistan’s
prime minister three times,
first removed by a president in
1993, then by military ruler
Pervez Musharraf in 1999. A
court in 2017 ousted him from
power over corruption allegations. Imran Khan, a former
cricketer, came to power in

2018.
The case was registered
under sections 10 (cyber-terrorism), 120-A (definition of
criminal conspiracy), 120-B
(criminal conspiracy), 121-A
(conspiracy to wage war against
Pakistan), 123-A (condemning
the creation of the country and
advocating the abolishment of
its sovereignty), 124-A (sedition) and 153-A (promoting
enmity between different
groups) of the Pakistan
Electronic Crimes Act (2016)
and the Pakistan Penal Code
(PPC). In his speeches, 70-yearold Sharif alleged that the
Pakistan Army had rigged the
2018 vote that brought Khan to
power.
The powerful Army, which
has ruled Pakistan for more
than half of its 70 plus years of
existence, has hitherto wielded
considerable power in the matters of security and foreign policy. Sharif attacked the Army for
its alleged involvement in politics, conspiring against elected
governments and using the
judiciary for its designs.
He alleged that there was a
state above the state in the
country and the Opposition’s
struggle was not against Prime
Minister Khan but against those
who had imposed such an incapable and mindless person
upon the nation through a

manipulated electoral process.
Sharif also accused Army
chief Gen. Qamar Javed Bajwa
of taking action against him'. He
disclosed that he was conveyed
a message in the middle of the
night by then Inter-Service
Intelligence (ISI) chief Lt. Gen.
Zaheerul Islam during Khan's
sit-in in Islamabad in 2014 to
resign otherwise he would face
consequences or martial law
could also be imposed. He said
“desired decisions” had been
secured from judges through
pressure and blackmail, referring to his ouster by the
Supreme Court in 2017. He
cited the example of former
accountability judge Malik
Arshad who convicted him in
the Al-Azizia corruption case
for seven years imprisonment.
According to the FIR,
instead of availing medical
treatment in London, Sharif
launched a planned conspiracy
to defame Pakistan and its institutions army and judiciary.
Through his speeches he is trying to incite the public against
the state institutions.
It alleged that Sharif
through his speeches supported the policies of India so that
Pakistan remains on the
Financial Action Task Force’s
(FATF) grey list and gets isolated
in the world being a rogue
state.

Islamabad (PTI): A Pakistani
court here on Monday rejected a plea seeking a ban on the
broadcast of the speeches made
by former prime minister
Nawaz Sharif against the
Pakistan Army, saying courts
should not be unnecessarily
dragged to decide such matters.
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) Chief Justice Athar
Minallah in his four-page order
said the petitioner could not
satisfy the court regarding
which of his rights were being
affected by the matter.
These kinds of issues
unnecessarily dragged courts
into matters of conflict and
there was an alternate forum
for the redressal of these issues,
Justice Minallah said.

The court also rejected the
contention that the issue was a
matter of public interest.
A Pakistani citizen on
October 3 filed a petition in the
IHC, seeking a ban on the airing of speeches of Sharif and
party President Shehbaz Sharif
on television channels against
Prime Minister Imran Khan's
government and the Pakistan
Army. In a decision taken last
week, the Pakistan Electronic
Media Regulatory Authority
(PEMRA) banned the broadcast and rebroadcast of any
speech, interview or public
address of absconders or proclaimed offenders, days after
former prime minister Sharif
made blistering speeches from
exile in London targeting the

powerful Pakistani Army.
The move by PEMRA
came as it took cognizance of
70-year-old Sharif ’s repeated
attack on the Pakistan Army,
with the latest being on
Thursday during which he in
a televised speech said that the
military had rigged the 2018
vote that brought the country’s
current prime minister to
power.
After the court hearing on
Monday, Justice Minallah also
ruled that the complainant
could not satisfy the court
regarding which of his rights
were being affected by the
matter.
Sharif served as Pakistan’s
prime minister three times,
first removed by a president in

1993, then by military ruler
Pervez Musharraf in 1999.
A court in 2017 ousted him
from power over corruption
allegations. Khan, a former
cricketer, came to power in
2018.
Sharif spoke from London,
where he has been since last
November when he was
released on bail to seek medical
treatment abroad. At the time,
a court permitted Sharif to
leave the country for four
weeks, but he did not return.
A court last month issued
arrest warrants for Sharif, previously sentenced to seven
years in prison on corruption
and money laundering charges
stemming from disclosures in
the Panama Papers.
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suicide car bomber targeted the convoy of a
provincial governor in eastern Afghanistan on Monday,
killing at least eight people,
including four civilians, government officials said.
The
gover nor,
Rahmatullah Yarmal, was
unharmed in the attack in
Laghman province, according
to his spokesman, Asadullah
Dawlatzai.
Four of Yarmal’s bodyguards were killed, the
spokesman said, adding that
about 38 people — both military and civilians — were
wounded in the attack, which
took place in Mihterlam, the
provincial capital.

A

Dawlatzai said 36 civilians were among the wounded, including children, as
well as two other bodyguards
of the governor.
The explosion also left
several badly damaged vehicles at the site of the attack.
The wounded, including
small children, were taken to
the city’s main hospitals.
No one immediately
claime d
resp onsibi lity
for the attack but both the
Islamic State group and the
Taliban are active in the area.
Both militant groups have
carried out attacks in the
p ast
against
Afg han
government representatives,
national security and
defense personnel, and civilians.
AP
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Kathmandu (PTI): An expert
panel constituted by the Nepal
government to gather historical evidences for backing the
country’s claim over three
strategically-important Indian
areas of Kalapani, Lipulekh
and Limpiyadhura has submitted its report to Minister for
Foreign Affairs Pradeep Kumar
Gyawali, according to official
sources here.
Nepal in May released the
revised political and administrative map of the country laying claim over the three strategically important areas in
Uttarakhand, more than six
months after India published a
new map in November 2019.
India has already termed as
untenable the “artificial
enlargement” of the territorial

claims by Nepal after its
Parliament unanimously
approved the new political
map of the country featuring
Lipulekh, Kalapani and
Limpiyadhura areas which
India maintains belongs to it.
New Delhi has also said
that Kathmandu's action violated an understanding reached
between the two countries to
resolve the boundary issues
through talks.
The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) in May said that
the revised map of Nepal
included parts of the Indian
territory and asked Kathmandu
to respect India’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity.
“This unilateral act is not
based on historical facts and
evidence. It is contrary to the

bilateral understanding to
resolve the outstanding boundary issues through diplomatic
dialogue. Such artificial
enlargement of territorial
claims will not be accepted by
India,” it had said, adding that
Nepal is well aware of India’s
consistent position on the matter. “We urge the government
of Nepal to refrain from such
unjustified cartographic assertion and respect India’s sovereignty and territorial integrity.
We hope that the Nepalese
leadership will create a positive
atmosphere for diplomatic dialogue to resolve the outstanding boundary issues,” the MEA
had said.
Foreign Minister Gyawali
told reporters that as per the
expert committee report, the

Treaty of Sugauli signed in
1816 between Nepal and the
East India Company has been
considered the main basis for
the demarcation of Nepal’s
boundary with India.
The objective of the committee was to prepare Nepal’s
position paper in boundary
negotiations and they have
done this job well, the minister told Republica daily.
The committee has gathered a number of evidences to
prove Nepal’s long-held position that the land east of the
Kali river, which originates in
Limpiyadhura, falls within the
Nepalese territories.
Gyawali said that the Nepal
government is ready to hold
talks with the Indian side anytime.
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Brussels (AP): Delphine Boel has
been acknowledged as Belgian
Princess Delphine of SaxeCoburg, after a two-decade royal
paternity scandal. Still, she said
on Monday she’d still rather be
considered an artist than a royal.
Last week, a Belgian court
ruled in her favor and officially
recognized her as the daughter of
former King Albert II, something
the aging monarch had fought
tooth and nail to avoid ever since
the paternity allegations became
public. Princess Delphine said
going to court was all about getting family recognition and the
love of a father who had always
coldshouldered her. “For me to
go to court, especially for that, to
be recognised by my own blood,
my own father, felt so unnatural,” she told reporters on Monday.
It is (a) sort of unnatural life

I was living that was most painful,
the 52-year-old said during an
emotional press conference.
The former king, whose son
Philippe is the reigning monarch,
could still make an ultimate
legal appeal at the Court of
Cassation, but Princess Delphine
said the case was unlikely to go
that far. I think it is finished now.
King Albert decided in
January to no longer fight a claim
that he is Boel’s father, after he
finally agreed to have a DNA test
and received the results.
Rumors about Albert and
Boel’s mother, the aristocratic
wife of a well-heeled industrialist, had been around for years.
But the news that the king might
have had a child with her broke
into the open when a biography
of Albert’s wife, Queen Paola, was
published in 1999.
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he Moyamoya Disease is a rare vascular disease which affects
the brain. This disease is commonly seen in children between
T
five-10 years of age and in adults between 35-50 years of age.
Though certain genes have been linked to the disease, the exact
cause remains elusive. In India, this disease is frequently seen
in denizens of West Bengal and North East India.
This condition causes a progressive slow narrowing of major
intracranial blood vessels which supplies blood to both hemispheres of the brain. The body tries to compensate for the
reduced blood supply by opening up previously nonfunctioning small vascular connections between the adjacent blood vessels in order to improve the blood supply. Despite the best efforts,
as the disease progresses, the blood supply to the brain progressively diminishes and a stage of decompensation occurs. There
is an imbalance between blood oxygen supply and the demand
of the brain. In the above event the patient starts experiencing
initially fleeting neurological deficits leading to symptoms such
as weakness, headaches, seizures which inevitably worsens and
ends in permanent neurologic deficits of varying degrees.
Diagnosis of Moyamoya disease is mainly done with MRI
and MR angiogram (MRA) or CT angiogram. The MRI shows
the presence of any infarctions or bleed and presence of significant brain damage. MRA reveals the brain blood vessels patency and caliber. It demonstrates the narrowing of blood vessels
and the presence of opened up vascular channels trying to shore
up the brain blood supply. When the diagnosis cannot be made
with certainty on MRI, a slightly invasive procedure known as
digital subtraction angiogram (DSA) will be needed. It is the
gold standard and can establish the diagnosis irrefutably.
Ancillary tests like SPECT
may be done in certain
 +! < "!% # scans
cases to demonstrate func !(  ''! tionally the adequacy of blood
 6 " & '! supply.
Management
of
 &  $ = 0' Moyamoya disease
 +   Q Untreated patients have a
poor prognosis with major
#!$ "''!$ neurologic deficits, including
&>!  !:  death occurring in 70-75 per
by two years.
 "!% # " & cent
Q Medical
management
$ &+!(&  includes blood thinning tablets
and clopidogrel) to
 %$= 0 $  (aspirin
prevent formation of small
6 $ !#   clots which may block the
"! '  $  already compromised narrow
blood vessels and cause stroke.
;   $ %  However though medications
 &$ intuitively seem to reduce the
risk of future stroke, it does not
prevent the progression of the
disease and a substantial number of patients develop strokes in
the months or years ahead.
Q Surgical intervention consists of augmenting the intracranial
blood supply by using the blood vessels on the scalp. By this
procedure there is an immediate and a delayed increase in blood
supply to the brain which offsets the progressive oxygen deficit
the brain will face due to the ongoing progressive occlusion of
the intracranial blood vessels.
Q The surgical procedures include a direct bypass between a scalp
vessel (superficial temporal artery) and an intracranial vessel
(branch of middle cerebral artery) and indirect procedures like
placing the temporalis muscle directly on the brain surface. The
direct surgery improves the blood supply immediately and the
indirect procedures result in slow parasitisation of the muscle
blood supply by the brain.
Q At present, surgical intervention offers the best outcome for
Moyamoya disease. If the patient has already suffered major
strokes then the surgical outcome and improvement is not good.
It needs to be done early in the course of the disease when the
diagnosis is made. Surgery prevents development of stroke and
neurologic deficits, but cannot undo the damage of an already
sustained stroke.

6800(5&22/(56
2;>E4) Clove is a sweet and
aromatic spice, found both in
whole and ground forms.
They are widely used in
Indian dishes and beverages
to add flavour.
Cloves are low in calories
but a rich source of manganese. They’re otherwise an
insignificant source of nutrients. In addition to containing
several important vitamins and
minerals, cloves are rich in
antioxidants.
Studies also
show that cloves
may promote
oral health,
thanks to their
antimicrobial
properties, which
may help kill harmful
bacteria.
Cloves can also help

boost immunity. It may also
help in regulating blood sugar
levels.
The eugenol in cloves possess strong anti-inflammatory
properties and helps ease pain
by stimulating pain receptors in
the body. Clove oil or extract
provides relief from
arthritis, inflammation and any
pain in general.

eto, Paleo and GM diet; most of us must
have tried at least one of them during
K
our weight loss journey. While the results
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he entire world is in the
grip of COVID-19 infection. Rising number of
infected patients with
every next moment is one of the
major concerns of the time. Social
distancing, precautions for prevention have emerged as new normal,
but even long before COVID came
cardiac diseases have already been
one of the top killer diseases in our
country. Now another fact is
although COVID is primarily a
respiratory disease but in large
number of cases it is leading to cardiac problems as well. Hence more
awareness needs to be spread in
this regard.
What exactly is Cardiac
Disease? :
Major function of the heart is
pumping of blood after purification and oxygenation in lungs.
Now when this basic functioning
of the heart is obstructed it leads
to a number of heart diseases,
results can vary as per the seriousness and complexities of the disease. One can also be born with it
and it can be develop due to other
diseases and unhealthy habits,
food pattern and smoking.
A number of COVID patients
are reporting with heart block. A
study suggests serious COVID
patients are at 10 times risk of
developing heart diseases. Hence
take extra precaution and lead a
healthy life in order to lower the
risk.
There are some diseases which
play a major role in predisposing
to heart diseases.
There are a few standard risk
and well established risk factors for
blockages in the heart. These
include high blood pressure, diabetes, high cholesterol level, fam-
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uring the current time, heart
patients are not only more at
D
risk of infection but also their
treatment process was also disturbed due to the lockdown and
fear of infection. A case in point
is one of the patients lost his life
as he did not come to the hospital on time due to the fear of
catching infection.
Hence considering every
related risk factor, the following
steps should be kept in mind especially in regard to cardiac diseases:
Q Keep your BP under check,
make sure your blood sugar is in

Hair fall can be worrisome.
While, in many cases, it can be
due to hormonal imbalance and
requires doctor intervention, in
most cases simple ingredients
found in our kitchen can do the
trick, says ROSHANI DEVI

M

advice.
Talking about COVID and
heart disease, it has been seen that
COVID and heart diseases have a
two way association. Patients with
COVID 19 infection have a higher incidence of heart diseases such
as heart attacks, heart failure and
various types of electrical problems
of the heart. On the other side,
many established heart patients are
now suffering from unexpected
complications due to untimely follow up with doctors because fear
of infection in hospital premises.
Hence heart patients need to be
regular with their medication and
prescription and also have regular
follow ups with their treating doctors. Don’t ignore even a minor
symptom and stay in touch with
your concerned doctor.
CWTfaXcTaXbBT]X^a2^]bd[cP]cP]S
8]RWPaVT2CEBBaX1P[PYX0RcX^]<TSXRP[
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DadiKaKehna

ost women love
long hair. After all,
one ends up
styling it differently each
time one goes out.
Therefore, when clumps
of hair start falling, it can
lead to worry. And rightly
so. In some cases, it can be
due to hormonal imbalance and a visit to the
doctor can help. Otherwise
here is what one can
do:
Given the benefits of aloe vera, most
households
have the
plant in their
home —
either in
their garden
or in a pot.
Take a stalk and
extract pulp.
Apply it to hair and
scalp and leave it for

ily history of heart disease and
smoking.
Ob esity — particularly
abdominal obesity can predispose
to heart disease both directly as
well as indirectly — by increasing
the incidence of high blood pressure and blood sugar.
Diabetes (high blood sugar) —
in particular it is a very major risk
factor in India and its incidence is
rapidly increasing in both rural and
urban India. Not only do Diabetics
have a higher incidence of cardiac
blockages, they also have more
complex and difficult to treat
blockages.
If one is suffering from any of
the above risk factors, they should
be more cautious and get themselves regularly evaluated. It is
also extremely important to follow
the treating doctors’ advice and
take your prescribed medicines on
time as well as follow all life style

45 minutes. Rinse with
normal water. Do this
three-four times in a week.
Use fresh lemon juice
or lemon oil. Apply fresh
lemon juice to the scalp
and hair. Wait for 15 minutes and shampoo. You
can use lemon essential
oil diluted in coconut oil
and apply.
Apply coconut milk.
Not only is it good for hair
re-growth, it controls hair fall as well.
Grate coconut and
squeeze
its milk.
T h e n
apply this
milk to the
scalp. Cover
your head with
a towel and leave
it for 20 minutes.
Wash hair with
shampoo.

control.

Q Be in contact with your con-

cerned doctor and tell her/him
about every update regarding
your disease.
Q Do go to the hospital if doctor
suggests. Don’t ignore your disease because of fear of infection.
Take along only one adult with
you for help so that there will be
lesser risk of overcrowding and
follow every required precaution.
Q Exercise daily. Some exercise
patterns suggested in Yoga,
Pranayama also lower the risk of

heart diseases. If you are already
a heart patient then takes your
concerned doctor’s suggestion
first in this regard.
Q Take extra care of your food
habits. Keep the nutrition value
high; make a diet plan with your
concerned doctor’s suggestion.
Q Keep a positive outlook towards
life. Take your mental health also
seriously and consult a specialist
if face any related issue.
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eep Learning — it is the artificial intelligence (AI) that powers today’s self driving cars, chatbots, personal assistants
(such as Alexa, Cortana, Siri etc.), facial
recognition in social media and law enforcement agencies. The collaboration between
Prof Angshul Majumdar of IIIT Delhi and
Prof Emilie Chouzenoux of INRIA, Saclay,
Paris, harnesses the power of deep learning to screen drugs that have the potential
to treat COVID-19 infections. “This is the
first of a kind AI powered study for antiviral selection”, says Prof Majumdar.
In scientific literature this is called ‘drug
repositioning’. Current approaches are
based on rudimentary models like network
diffusion, similarity matching, matrix factorisation, classification etc. In contrast, our
approach (DeepVir), integrates the power
of deep representation learning with biological insights via graphical regularisation.
Furthermore, Prof. Chouzenoux boosted
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DeepVir with a state-of-the-art optimisation approach based on hybrid proximal
alternating minimization (HyPALM); in
short “it is Deep Learning on steroids,” she
explains.
Our deep learning AI model, DeepVir,
selects Chloroquine, Remdesivir,
Umifenovir, Favipiravir and Ribavarin. All
of them are undergoing clinical trials for
treating COVID-19 infections.
The use of chloroquine and hydroxychloroquine for COVID-19, both as a prophyalactic and as a treatment, is common
knowledge today. Major pharma companies
(Zydus Cadilla, Cipla, Jubilant) in India have
already launched Remdesivir for treating
COVID-19 infections. The Russian drug
Umifenovir has received DGCI nod for
phase III trials in the country a while back.
Several big Pharma companies have
launched the Japanese drug Favipiravir for
treating novel coronavirus infections.
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must have varied, it is important to know
that eating healthy is possible without
falling for these extreme diets. Even if you
are aiming for weight loss, you just have to
make small changes to your food habits and
you can reach your ideal weight. It is all
about making the right choice when it
comes eating healthy.
Muesli instead of paratha for breakfast: While we all love parathas, they have
a lot of calories. Eating them on a regular
basis can lead to a series of health problems
such as high blood pressure, high cholesterol and obesity. That’s why switching the
paratha with muesli is a wise option.
Muesli is essentially a mix of rolled oats,
nuts, seeds, and a bunch of dried fruits. It
is not only delicious when paired with toned
milk or low-fat yoghurt, muesli is also a
great source of nutrition.
Green tea instead of regular tea/coffee: We often don’t realise how much sugar
we consume daily through our tea and coffee. High intake of sugar can increase the
risk of diabetes, obesity and heart diseases.
It is also bad for our skin, hair and teeth.
Switching regular tea/coffee with green tea
is the right way to go. Rich in antioxidants,
green tea has many health benefits, from
weight loss to reduced risk of cancer.
Olive oil instead of regular cooking
oil: Olive oil has loads of heart-protective
polyphenols that lower cholesterol levels in
the blood. Packed with a generous amount
of omega-3 and omega-6 fatty acids, this
miraculous oil is also known to improve
brain health and cure depression. Moreover,
it has anti-inflammatory properties and
contains mono-saturated fatty acids that aid
weight loss by boosting metabolism. With
so many health benefits to offer, you
should definitely replace your regular
cooking oil with olive oil.
Stevia instead of sugar: Stevia is a popular plant-based, carb-free and calorie-free
alternative to sugar. Unlike artificial sweeteners, it is extracted from the leaves of a
plant called Stevia rebaudiana. It is much
sweeter than sugar and a small amount is
sufficient. Taking stevia instead of sugar can
promote weight loss as it essentially packs
no calories. However, it is crucial to choose
the right stevia as many brands add artificial sweeteners and fillers.
A2 cow ghee instead of regular ghee:
Ghee is an indispensable part of any Indian
kitchen. From using it as a seasoning for
Biryani to putting it on chapatis, ghee is perhaps one of the most used ingredients. But,
there are several reasons why you must
replace your regular ghee with A2 cow ghee.
Easier to digest, A2 cow ghee is loaded with
Vitamin A, which is good for eyes. Since it
contains essential fatty acids, it also helps
in maintaining healthy cholesterol levels.
Additionally, A2 cow ghee is Keto-friendly and maintains general immunity.
CWTfaXcTaXb5^d]STa3XaTRc^aPc2^b\XR=dcaPR^b
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axirich, the flagship multivitamin
brand of Cipla Health Ltd has introduced Tulsi Drops, a natural immunity booster that effectively supports respiratory and digestive health, gives relief from
cough and cold and helps in stress management.
While the pandemic has taken the world by
storm, The World Health Organisation, Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare and Ministry of
AYUSH have highlighted the importance of having a strong immune system that enables and
builds an individual's overall capability to battle diseases and stay healthy.
Taking this into consideration Maxirich
Tulsi Drops has been specially curated with
remedial ingredients best known to fight
pathogens and that one could be susceptible to.
It includes 95 per cent concentration of five varieties of tulsi: shyam tulsi, van tulsi, ram tulsi,
nimbu tulsi, vishnu tulsi all of which have medicinal properties fostering complete wellbeing.
Tulsi is a powerful antioxidant with anti-viral
and anti-microbial properties useful in the treatment of cold, cough, sore throat, heart diseases,
eye diseases, mouth infections, and stomach ailments.
A combination of five types of tulsi makes
Maxirich Tulsi Drops an ideal inclusion in your
everyday routine to remain strong and active.
The flagship product in the range which is
Maxirich Daily Multivitamin supplements
include more than 13 essential vitamins and
minerals in a softgel capsule which helps fulfil
the body’s nutrient requirement, in the event
there is a shortfall.
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arlier, long weekends used to be
the most awaited times of the year,
especially during the festive season between October and December.
However, is it same this year too, given
that a pandemic has taken over the
world? With the festive season round
the corner and work-from-home/anywhere becoming the new normal, we
analyse how travel suppliers and hotels
are looking at it.
A recent survey by LocalCircles said
that only 19 per cent of the people are
opting to go on a holiday during the
forthcoming festive season.
As per the survey, the much-awaited festive season is unlikely to bring any
cheers to the travel industry, including
the airline sector, as less than 20 per cent
of people polled plan to travel during
October-November amid the pandemic. The majority of those having travel
plans said that they do not want to make
their booking till they get closer to their
travel date.
The survey was conducted to get
citizen pulse on how people in India are
planning to travel in the forthcoming
festive season, given the current situation with COVID-19. It received over
25,000 responses from people located in
239 districts of India. “Only 19 per cent
citizens (respondents of the survey) say
that they will undertake festive travel
this year due to COVID-19. Of those
who plan to travel, only 23 per cent say
they will travel by a flight and another
38 per cent plan to travel by car or a
cab,” reported the survey.
When the citizens were asked about
the kind of travel they plan to undertake during the festive season, it said
that as many as 69 per cent respondents
don’t want to be travelling this year and
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would prefer to stay at home. Three per
cent of the respondents said they will
travel to a holiday destination, while 13
per cent said they will visit family and
friends, and another three per cent said
they will do both, as per the survey.
However, 12 per cent respondents were
unsure about what they would do.
People in many parts of India plan
their travel back home or vacations during this time, it said adding, this year,
however, looks drastically different due
to the fast spreading COVID-19 pandemic, lockdowns, unlocks and just a lot
of caution amongst people. Though
India opened domestic air and train
travel in June, the daily caseload has
grown by 10 times during this period.
Well, it certainly raises questions at
how hotels and travel aggregators are
preparing to keep the travellers coming
in and give them more chances to keep
considering their long-awaited plans.
A BETTER PLAN
Nishant Pitti, CEO & Co-founder,
EaseMyTrip, which is supporting its
customers to plan their travel at affordable prices via air travel, said, “In
order to boost the air travel, we have
come up with the ‘Lowest Airfare
Challenge’, which guarantees that the
customers will get the lowest airfare on
domestic and international flight bookings departing from India or else we will
refund double the difference amount to
the customer, who will be then eligible
for the refund if s/he has made booking via EaseMyTrip and within four
hours of booking flights with us, user
finds a lower domestic or international airfare for the exact same itinerary on
any other competitor website/app
(India-based reputed online travel

to seize the festival demand uptick.
Many online portals are even considering to get more providers for outstation
rental cars and taxi services as people are
opting to travel to nearby places more.
Kush Kapoor, CEO, Roseate Hotels
& Resorts, said, “The Roseate Ganges,
Rishikesh, is sold out during all the
weekends in October 2020. Our ‘drivecation’ packages have been well received
by our guests who have eagerly been
waiting to experience the wellness resort
with tailor-made experiences, proper
hygiene and safety standards and easy
accessibility from Delhi-NCR.”

agency).”
Talking about the developments
post that, he added, “After we put out
the challenge, the business is getting
picked by each day up to over 1.65 lakh
passengers. They are opting to go to
nearby places more. We are also receiv-

ing bookings from many, who are
going for car travel and isolated places.”
NOT TOO FAR
The survey also revealed that many
service providers in the road transportation sector are trying to build capacity
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n April 1992, mayhem hit the
Indian financial sector as the
nation woke up to the biggest
stock market scam. So huge was
its impact on the Dalal Street that
it led to structural changes in the
financial security system of India
with new reforms in stock trades.
However, what remains untold is
the story of the mastermind
behind it. SonyLIV brings Scam
1992: The Harshad Mehta Story
unraveling the man and the story
behind one of the biggest stock
market scandals in India.
Produced by Applause
Entertainment in association with
Studio Next, this series is a financial crime thriller based on the
bestseller book The Scam written
by notable journalists Debashis
Basu and Sucheta Dalal. The
makers spent over three years on
this series to ensure absolute
accuracy in detailing right from
the script to the choice of actors
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and the overall treatment.
Adapted by dialogue writers
Sumit Purohit, Saurav Dey,
Vaibhav Vishal and Karan Vyas,
it is a gripping tale of the meteoric rise and the steep fall of the
flamboyant Big Bull of the stock
market — Harshad Mehta.
Directed by national awardwinning filmmaker Hansal
Mehta, the series is led by Pratik
Gandhi
and
Shreya
Dhanwanthary along with an
ensemble cast of Satish Kaushik,
Sharib
Hashmi,
Anant
Mahadevan, Nikhil Dwivedi, KK
Raina, Lalit Parimoo amongst
others.
Indranil Chakraborty, Head,
Studio Next says, “We are delight-

ed to foray into OTT with this
series that reflects on a landmark
event of the Indian stock market.
The incident was integral to shaping up India’s financial security
systems and hence was a story
waiting to be told. It’s a new storytelling format for us and we had
Hansal leading us through this
process.”
Hansal says, “The series is
inspired by true events and sheds
light on a man about whom not
much is known. In a tale that is
even more relevant today, this
show gives you an intimate peek
into the middle-class aspirations
of a common man who rose
from rags to riches while managing to subvert and deceive the

banking system.”
Sameer Nair, CEO, Applause
Entertainment says, “We have put
together a great ensemble of
actors and a team of talented
writers who worked tirelessly on
the show. Based on the book written by Sucheta Dalal and
Debashis Basu, this show marks
another chapter in Applause’s
slate of book adaptations where
we have dramatised the story
while staying true to the essence
of book.”
Ashish Golwalkar — HeadContent SET, Digital Business,
Sony Pictures Networks India
says, “The story offers an apt mix
of talent, storytelling and technique. We are hopeful that like
our previous offerings, this one
will also open to a warm audience
response and reinstate our
promise of bringing ‘stories of
India’ to the audience.”
(The series releases on October
9 on SonyLIV.)

NEWER OPTIONS
While it’s true that a lot of people are
avoiding travel due to COVID scare,
Roshan D’Silva, CEO, TripVillas, said,
“It’s even more interesting to note that
there is a marked shift away from
hotels to independent villas, homestays
and apartments. People want to travel
and we have seen a surge in bookings
during this time. People are booking for
much longer as compared to the twonight bookings as compared to how it
was before.”

BUU\deb^cbUQ\
ctor Harshita Gaur who
will be seen in the forthA
coming season of Mirzapur

has roots from this city in
Uttar Pradesh. Her maternal
grandfather hailed from Deoria
which is close to Mirzapur and
he grew up there along with his
siblings.
Speaking about her childhood memories, Harshita said,
“Just talking about the show
makes me go all nostalgic as I
have spent quite an amount of
my childhood there. My nanaji and his younger brother were
settled in Mirzapur. He eventually settled in Amritsar but we
used to visit our cousins in
Mirzapur during summer holidays. I have actually seen guns
and pistols in that home. When
I used to visit the city women
used to be in ghoonghat till their
waists. Only a few years back,
I got to know that my naani was
fighting a case due to some illegal land grabbing. In fact, our
family was advised not to go to
Mirzapur or Wasliganj because
of the threat of being killed on
sight. It still sends shivers down
my spine when I think about it.”
She further added, “When
I was offered the series, it took
me back to some childhood
memories. My family has suffered and got threats from an
extended family. Even when I
heard the narration and read
the script, I had my childhood

memories play out like a show
reel as it wasn’t new to me. Years
back if I was probably spotted
in that city I would have been
killed on sight. So somewhere
yes, I resonated with the fact
that things like these do happen.”
Harshita will be seen reprising the role of Dimpi Pandit in
the series starring Ali Fazal,
Vikrant Massey, Pankaj
Tripathi, Shweta Tripathi,
Divyendu Sharma and Rasika
Dugal.
(The series will stream on
Amazon Prime Video from
October 23.)
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Kieron Pollard is consistent as
ever, Ishan Kishan has looked solid
ajasthan Royals may need to and Hardik Pandya is also finishing
rejig their Indian line-up slight- games with the bat. Hardik’s brothly when they try to pull their IPL cam- er Krunal joined the party in the last
paign out of the current rot against game.
MI’s replacement pacer James
a supremely confident Mumbai
Pattinson (7 wickets) has been a revIndians on Tuesday.
elation alongside the
Starting with a bang at
redoubtable Jasprit Bumrah
Sharjah on a conducive 0$7&+(6

and the crafty Trent Boult.
batting surface, Royals 080%$,,1',$16

Once Hardik starts bowling,
have suddenly hit a slump 5$-$67+$152<$/6 
on bigger grounds of
BcPcb) 5PXbT[55TPcdaTb all the pieces of the puzzle
will nicely fit in.
Dubai and Abu Dhabi
In contrast, Royals would like to
with their willow-wielders not looking half as menacing as they did dur- arrest the slide before Ben Stokes
completes his quarantine and is
ing the first two games.
“The last two games haven’t available from October 11.
One of the primary reasons of
gone to plan for us after what was a
really good start to the tournament. their fall has been the poor form of
But I guess that’s the way T20 crick- Jos Buttler (47 runs from 3 games)
et goes sometimes. We have been out- along with yet another dismal show
played by the opposition on both from Jaydev Unadkat (1 wicket from
occasions,” Royals skipper Steve 4 games at 9.97 economy). The
Smith said on the eve of the match. young Riyan Parag has also seemed
completely out-of-depth unlike
“Hopefully, I am able to score
last year.
a few runs tomorrow. I’ve missed
Skipper Steve Smith might
out on the last two games but that
consider dropping Parag, who is
happens,” Smith added.
not exactly a top of the line
Mumbai Indians, on the
off-spinner, and give anothother hand, have been solid
er much-talked-about
in their last couple of games
youngster Yashasvi Jaiswal
and are currently on top of
a go at the top of the
the table by virtue of a betorder. Smith might bring
ter net run-rate compared to
himself in the middle to give
Delhi Capitals, who are also
stability to the line-up.
on six points.
He indicated that there
After a heart-breaking loss
could be a few changes.
to Royal Challengers Bangalore
“We will see which of
in the Super Over, the defendour players fit in our plans
ing champions bounced back
for tomorrow’s match and fit
in style, defeating Kings XI
in certain scenarios in the
Punjab and Sunrisers
game and try and get the
Hyderabad by 48 and 34
best match-ups for
runs respectively.
Mumbai.”
The best part of MI’s
In bowling, Smith may
camaign so far is that they
try out the experienced
have ticked almost all the
Varun Aaron who has a lot
boxes with skipper Rohit
more pace than Unadkat or
Sharma (176) in good touch
the young Kartik Tyagi who
and now Quinton de Kock
can bowl at 140 kmph.
also looking ominous.

R

9dcXQbTRUY^W_^dXU\_cY^W
cYTUV_bc_]Q^iWQ]Uc_^dXU
db_dGU^UUTd_S_]URQS[
XQbTUbQ^TRUddUbDXUbUc^_
b_S[UdcSYU^SUgXUbUgUQbU
W_Y^Wgb_^WYdcdXUUhUSedY_^

DXUS_^TYdY_^cQbUfUbiV_bUYW^
V_b]UfUbiX_dRedi_eXQfU
d_RUS\UQbY^i_ebXUQT
UhUSedUgXQdi_egQ^dd_T_
Q^T^_dg_bbiQR_eddXURQ\\
dbQfU\\Y^W_ed_VdXU`Qb[

leg-spinner Amit Mishra was
ruled out of the ongoing IPL along
Swithenior
pacer Bhuvneshwar Kumar, who
could also miss the tour of Australia at
year-end, after the duo sustained different injuries while competing for
Delhi Capitals and Sunrisers
Hyderabad respectively.
While DC’s Mishra fractured his
ring finger while bowling against
Kolkata Knight Riders on October 3,
Bhuvneshwar picked up the thigh
muscle injury on October 2 when SRH
took on Chennai Super Kings. He is
likely to be out of reckoning for the
much-awaited trip Down Under.
The 37-year-old Mishra had three
wickets from three games this season
while Bhuvneshwar also had equal
number of scalps albeit after playing a
match more.
“Amit has fractured his ring finger
and is out of IPL tournament.
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oyal Challengers Bangalore
skipper Virat Kohli rued
R
the dropped catches by his team
after its 59-run drubbing at the
hands of Delhi Capitals in the
IPL here on Monday.
All-rounder Marcus Stoinis
was dropped on 30 by
Yuzvendra Chahal, after which
he went on to score a 26-ball 53
and power Delhi to 196 for four
at the Dubai International
Cricket Stadium.
Kohli himself had dropped
KL Rahul twice in RCB’s loss to
Kings XI Punjab earlier in the
tournament.
“Those important chances
in between, we need to grab
when the opportunity comes
our way, it is not like we are
dropping half chances, we are
dropping sitters and those things
hurt you,” Kohli said at the postmatch presentation ceremony.
“We got into the game after
the first six and then Stoinis batted really well in the end, we
gave him a life, he took the game
away from us,” he added.

Delhi were off to a flying
start with openers Prithvi Shaw
and Shikhar Dhawan adding 68

runs. The RCB bowlers
were able to pull things
back, picking up quick
wickets before slipping
again. “I think they got off
to a great start in the first
six then we pulled it back
in the next eight overs and
the last phase again got
away from us,” Kohli said.
RCB have won three of
their five matches.
However, both their losses
have come while chasing
big targets.
“I think it is about rectifying those small mistakes. The conversation
around chasing is always to
have a big partnership,
with the dew setting in had
we kept 7-8 wickets at the
end of 10 overs, the game
would have been on,” Kohli
said.
Delhi Capitals skipper
Shreyas Iyer was delighted
with his team’s all-round
performance. “Our strategy was to be fearless and play
with full freedom. We have got
good youngsters in our side, so
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Royal
Challengers Bangalore captain Virat Kohli inadvertently applied saliva on the ball
after stopping a cracking
drive during an Indian
Premier League match here
on Monday, violating the
ICC’s Covid-19 protocol.
Fielding at shot cover
during his team’s game
against Delhi Capitals, Kohli
did not let the ball, that was
headed in his direction at a
great speed, go past him.
While the Indian captain
did not show any discomfort,
he ended up applying saliva

on the ball at the Dubai
International Stadium. This
happened after DC opener
Prithvi Shaw launched into a
booming drive against pacer
Navdeep Saini in the third
ball of the third over after

Obviously, it is a very disappointing news considering he was
integral to DC’s plans,” a
source from Mishra’s management team confirmed.
Delhi Capitals’ later
issued a press release, stating that the bowler will consult a
specialist on his return to India
for recovery and rehabilitation.
“Mishra will now consult
with a specialist over the next few
days to determine the most appropriate course of management for
this unfortunate injury. Everyone at
Delhi Capitals wishes him a speedy
recovery,” the statement read.
As far as Bhuvneshwar is concerned, the extent of his injury is
still not clear but it could take
a good 6 to 8 weeks for the
30-year-old to completely recover from the setback.
“Bhuvneshwar Kumar

is out of IPL with a thigh muscle
injury. It is probably a grade 2 or 3
injury, which could mean that he
would be out for at least 6 to 8
weeks. It might effectively rule
him out of India’s tour of
Australia,” a senior BCCI official told PTI.
What will hurt the franchises is the fact that both bowlers
were integral to the team’s plans.
Mishra, as a wrist-spinner,
was very important strategically
for Capitals on bigger grounds as
he showed his skills against
Chennai Super Kings with brilliant
figures of 4-0-23-0. He returned
1/14 in 2 overs, including the wicket of Shubman Gill, against KKR.
It was while trying to get hold of
a return catch offered by Nitish Rana
that Mishra fractured his finger
which forced him to leave the
ground.
In case of Bhuvneshwar,

Kohli elected to field.
The skipper, though,
realised his mistake immediately, smiled and also
acknowledged the slip-up
by raising his hands.
Amazed at Shaw’s powerful shot and Kohli’s brilliant
fielding, Sachin Tendulkar
promptly put out a tweet in
appreciation. “What an
incredible
shot
by
@PrithviShaw there! A million dollar reaction by
@imVkohli after almost
applying saliva on the ball.
Sometimes instincts take
over!" Tendulkar tweeted.

the injury was sustained while bowling
the 19th over of CSK’s innings during
their clash.
There was heavy strapping on his
thigh but he was in so much pain that
he hobbled out of the ground after
sending down just one ball as Abdul
Samad finished his over.
His injury will be a massive blow
to SRH skipper David Warner as he
struggles for quality death bowlers in
his side which is short on experience.
In case of Bhuvneshwar, he might
stay back in the UAE as the Indian
team’s physio Nitin Patel is also there
as part of the BCCI’s medical team.
Being a centrally-contracted player, Bhuvneshwar's rehabilitation will be
entirely looked after by the BCCI.
However, for the past one year
Bhuvneshwar has been mostly out, due
to side strain and hamstring injuries
and only recently, made a comeback
during the IPL. He had missed the New
Zealand tour earlier this year.
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n a day of incredible
results, Aston Villa proO
duced one of the most stunning scorelines in the history of Premier League football
as they beat defending champions Liverpool 7-2 on
Sunday, not long after
Manchester United
were beaten 1-6 at Old
Trafford by Jose
Mourinho’s Tottenham.
Villa captain Jack
Grealish was in inspired form
while Ollie Watkins scored a
first-half hat-trick as
Liverpool were ripped apart
by the club that just about
stayed in the Premier League
by surviving relegation on the

last day of the previous season.
Jurgen Klopp was so
taken by surprise at
Liverpool’s collapse that he
actually wore a bemused grin
at times as his team fell to the
biggest defeat of the German’s
career.
Liverpool’s chief
tormentor was Ollie
Watkins, who became
the first Villa player to
score a hat-trick against
the Reds for 88 years.
Watkins bagged Villa’s
first after a mistake by
Liverpool keeper Adrian in
the fourth minute.
He netted again in the
22nd minute before
Mohamed Salah got one
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back.
John McGinn’s deflected
effort made it three and
Watkins scored Villa’s fourth
before half-time.
Ross Barkley, in his debut
after joining on loan from
Chelsea, scored Villa’s fifth
after the break with the aid of
a deflection.
Salah reduced the deficit
but Jack Grealish netted number six before Villa’s captain
ran clear to cap the rout.
Second placed Villa have
won all three league games
this term, while Liverpool’s
first defeat of the season left
Klopp wondering how to fix
a leaky defence that has
shipped 11 goals in four
matches.
No defending champion
in 67 years has lost so heavily in England. It’s been 57
years since Liverpool was
beaten as badly.
“We lost kind of the plot,”
Liverpool manager Jürgen
Klopp said.
“The results are strange.”
With Leicester opening
Sunday with a 3-0 loss to
West Ham, it leaves Everton
and Villa, whose last titles
came in the 1980s, leading the
way with perfect starts.
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arcelona dropped their
first points of the season
B
on Sunday as Sevilla made
a statement of intent in La Liga’s title
race by drawing 1-1 at Camp Nou.
Luuk de Jong gave Sevilla an early
lead and while Philippe Coutinho levelled two minutes later, the visitors were
arguably the better side in a frantic contest.
The draw brings an end to Ronald
Koeman’s perfect start as Barca coach
but he might not be too displeased with
a point, even if his team also had
chances to snatch a winner.
“We were less energetic than in the
first two games but that also depends
on the opposition,” said Koeman.
“They have defended well.”
“Getting a point at this
ground is always tough,
(but) I am not satisfied. We
had our chances. It is
too bad we couldn’t
have gotten a better
result,” Lopetegui
said.
Real Madrid
are three points
ahead of Barcelona
but having played
a game more,
after their 2-0 win over
Levante earlier on
Sunday sent them to the
top of the table.

we just need to go out and execute our talent and skills. I am
very happy with the way things
are going so far, and we need to
keep up the momentum,” Iyer
said.
“It is important for us to get
a good recovery. It isn’t easy
going back into the bio bubble,
so we try to spend time with
each other and that is working
really well for us,” he added.
Axer Patel (2/18), who came
in to the side in place of the
injured Amit Mishra, played a
vital role in his side's victory and
was adjudged the Man of the
match. “I knew it was stopping
on the wicket. I knew I would
bowl in the powerplay and I had
practised for it as well. I think I
executed my plans really well.
“My plan after speaking to
batsmen was that since the
wicket was slow, I wanted to
bowl at the stumps and vary the
pace.
“In the powerplay I was in
a mood to defend at first, but
when the third ball spun I
changed gears and got into an
attack mode,” he said.
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est specialists Cheteshwar Pujara,
Hanuma Vihari and the support staff
T
led by head coach Ravi Shastri are likely to
have a six-day quarantine in Dubai during
the business end of the IPL before flying
off to Australia.
India are set to travel to Australia with
a jumbo squad comprising 23 to 25 playing members across formats considering
the requirements of the series to be played
in bio-bubble amid the Covid-19 pandemic.
The BCCI is trying to work out the
logistics to smoothly transfer the squad
from one bio-bubble in the UAE to another in Australia where they might have to
go for a two-week quarantine unless the
rules are relaxed.
While there was a plan that coaching
staff and non-IPL players will leave directly for Australia, an alternate plan is being
worked out.
“The most feasible plan right now
looks like entire team flying together
from Dubai in one chartered flight. For that,
the two Test specialists Cheteshwar Pujara,
Hanuma Vihari, along with our coaching
staff of Ravi Shastri, Bharath Arun, Vikram
Rathour and R Sridhar will arrive in Dubai,
most probably at the end of this month,”
a BCCI source, currently in Dubai, told PTI
.
“In all likelihood, the non-IPL players
and the coaching staff along with other support staff, would have to undergo a six-day
quarantine with a separate bubble being
created for them. They will also undergo
tests on Days 1, 3 and 6. Once IPL is over,
the squad will come together and fly out
Down Under,” he said.
The plan is easier to manage logistically as most of the players who will be boarding the flight to Australia are playing in the
protected environment of the IPL.
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struggling but I
think I kept it
together better.”
Siegemund
won last month’s
US Open women’s
doubles titles alongside
Vera Zvonareva.

etra Kvitova returned to the
French Open quarter-finals
P
for the first time in eight years
on Monday while German veteran Laura Siegemund, who
reached her first Grand Slam
quarter-final.
Two-time Wimbledon
champion Kvitova is through to
the last eight at Roland Garros
for just the second time. Her
best run in Paris came when she
reached the semi-finals in 2012.
Seventh seed Kvitova, who
missed last year’s tournament
due to an arm injury,
defeated China’s Zhang
Shuai 6-2, 6-4 and will
next play world No 66
Siegemund, who made
the second week of a
Grand Slam for the first
time in 16 attempts.
“It’s been really difficult. It
was a tough one for sure,”
said Kvitova, who will climb
back into the top 10 following her performance in
Paris.
“She served very well
and played very aggressive. I’m
really happy I managed to win
even if I didn’t manage to serve
it out at 5-2.”
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“When the roof is closed it’s
like being indoors and I really
love to play,” added Kvitova.
Siegemund, 32, advanced to
her first Grand Slam quarterfinal in singles after defeating
former junior champion Paula
Badosa of Spain 7-5, 6-2. She
became the fourth unseeded

0?

player to make the last eight this
year, joining Iga Swiatek, Nadia
Podoroska and Martina
Trevisan.
“I didn’t get angry when
things weren’t going my way,”
said Siegemund, who trailed
Badosa 5-3 in the first set. I
think we were both kind of
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Novak Djokovic reached
the French Open quarterfinals
for the 11th consecutive year,
extending his own Open-era
record at the tournament.
The top-seeded Djokovic
faced his toughest challenge
yet this year at Roland Garros
but still won rather easily against
No. 15 seed Karen Khachanov
6-4, 6-3, 6-3 at Court Philippe
Chatrier, taking the last four
games.
The stadium’s new $55 million retractable roof was shut
because of a heavy downpour.
Djokovic has won all 12 sets
he’s played in Paris this year and
dropped a total of only 25
games so far. He lost five games
in each of his first three matches.
This victory puts Djokovic
in his 47th Grand Slam quarterfinal, second only to Roger
Federer’s 57.

