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The Supreme Court on
Thursday said freedom of

speech and expression is the
“most abused right” in recent
times. A bench headed by
Chief Justice SA Bobde, which
was hearing pleas of Jamiat
Ulama-e-Hind and others
alleging that a section of media
was spreading communal
hatred over Tablighi Jamaat
congregation during the onset
of Covid pandemic, pulled up
the Centre for its “evasive” and
“brazen” affidavit on the issue.

“Freedom of speech and
expression is the most abused
right in recent times,” the apex
court said.

The bench observed this
when senior advocate Dushyant

Dave, appearing for Jamaat,
said the Centre in its affidavit
has stated that petitioners are

trying to muzzle freedom of
speech and expression. 

To this, the bench said,

“They are free to make any
averment in their affidavit, like
you are free to make any argu-
ment you want”.    

The bench was irked over
the fact that instead of secretary
of the Information and
Broadcasting Ministry, an addi-
tional secretary filed the affi-
davit which contained “unnec-
essary” and “nonsensical” aver-
ments with regard to media
reporting in Tablighi issue.

“You cannot treat this court
the way you are doing in this
case,” said the bench, also com-
prising Justices A S Bopanna
and V Ramasubramanian.

The apex court sought an
affidavit from the I&B secretary
with details of steps taken in the
past to stop motivated media
reporting in such cases. 
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Ahead of forthcoming
Assembly elections in

Bengal, BJP leaders on
Thursday engaged in a pitched
battle with State police that led
to over hundred injuries and
multiple arrests, including
those of senior saffron leaders.

In what the critics termed
a well thought out tactic to pro-
voke and trigger Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee into frontal
street fights, the Yuva Morcha
— the youth arm of the Bengal
BJP — led a four-pronged
march to Nabanna, the State
Secretariat, from four points of
Kolkata and Howrah.

Though State BJP president
Dilip Ghosh and Yuva Morcha
national president Tejaswi
Surya claimed, the “police

launched an unprovoked 
lathcharge on democratically
peaceful protesters leading to
more than 100 injuries,” the
clashes evidently erupted when
the crowds tried to force their
way to Nabanna after being
blockaded away by the admin-
istration at various junctions.

Subsequently, the police
said 113 people were arrested
during the march. The BJP,
however, said about 500 people,
including senior leader Kailash
Vijayvargiya, were arrested. 

Among the arrested per-
sons was one Balwinder Singh,
a BJP worker who was carrying
a gun, police said. Dilip Ghosh,
however, said Singh was a per-
sonal security guard of a BJP
State committee member who
had a licensed gun.

The Assembly polls are
likely to be held in April-May
explaining the gradual hotting
up of the political situation.

The Thursday’s commo-
tion started when stones were
pelted at the police at Hastings
area in southern Kolkata and
Santragachi and Howrah

Maidan where bombs were
exploded leading the police to
fire tear gas shells and lath-
icharge the crowds, sources
said. 

Water cannons spraying
coloured water — subsequent-
ly interpreted by State Chief
Secretary Alapan
Bandopadhyay as “water mixed

with holi colours to identify the
protesters for further action
post dispersal” — were too
used on the crowd.

Continued on Page 11
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Union Minister for Civil
Aviation Hardeep Singh

Puri on Thursday said Airlines
may be permitted to operate
maximum 75 per cent of their
pre-Covid scheduled domestic
flights if the passengers
remained healthy during the
next 7-10 days. 

The Minister also said the

future of international flights
will depend on the availability
of a vaccine.

“Our internal thinking is
that we will watch it for anoth-
er week or 10 days....If the fig-
ures (of passengers travelling)
continue to be healthy, we
would open domestic civil avi-

ation to 75 per cent of the pre-
Covid levels,” Puri said at a
Press conference on Thursday. 

The Minister said accord-
ing to his assessment, the num-
ber of daily air passengers is set
to rise up to 200,000 by
October-end, while pre-Covid
figures of 300,000 passengers
per day will be reached
between Diwali and New Year.

The Government on
September 2 had said Indian
airlines can operate up to 60
per cent of their pre-Covid ser-
vices within the country. On
June 26, the Ministry of Civil
Aviation had allowed the air-
lines to operate a maximum of

45 per cent of their pre-Covid
domestic flights.

Projecting a positive fore-
cast for India’s civil aviation sec-
tor, Puri said with more than
1.5 lakh passengers travelling
by air today and 1.2 crore
domestic passengers since May
25, Indian skies can expect air
travel numbers to reach pre-
Covid numbers by January 1,
2021.

Puri also said the Indian
Government has formalised
air bubble arrangements with
16 countries - USA, Canada,
France, Germany, UK,
Maldives, UAE, Qatar,
Afghanistan, Bahrain, Japan,

Nigeria, Kenya, Iraq, Bhutan
and Oman - while it is in dis-
cussions with Italy, Bangladesh,
Kazakhstan, Ukraine and oth-
ers for similar arrangements. 

Air bubbles or travel cor-
ridors allow designated air-
lines of two nations to fly pas-
sengers either way without any
restriction.

On whether travel bubble
arrangements will continue till
March-April, the Minister said,
“It is difficult to say as there is
no country which has com-
pletely opened its borders for
all. It depends on the avail-
ability of a vaccine as countries 

Continued on Page 11
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Outside the grimy world of
politics, anyone who ever

came across Ram Vilas Paswan
will find it difficult to control
his emotion on hearing of his
passing away at a Delhi hospi-
tal on Thursday evening.  His
demise is truly the end of an
era both in Bihar and nation-
al politics.

Seventy-four-year-old
Paswan had undergone heart
surgery on Saturday. His son
Chirag posted this emotive
tweet to announce the passing
away of his father.

“Papa... Now you are not in
this world but I know you are
always with me wherever you
are. Miss you Papa,” read his
post. 

He will be missed not only
by his family but by thousands
of those who would be forev-
er indebted to his kindness and
helpful outreach.

His journey from a small
village in Khagaria to the
Lutyens’ Delhi and from a

near destitute struggler to a
powerful voice of the Dalits in
Indian politics can make a cap-
tivating story. Paswan achieved
more than many in the Indian
politics — an eight-time MP
and  Union Minister for
decades — but his true legacy
will be the memory he leaves
behind of being a thorough
gentleman, a caring guardian,
and someone who respected
and nurtured a personal rela-
tionship like a few did in
today’s cut throat world of
politics.

Paswan trusted people so
much that he discussed with
them even the biggest decision
of his life. I remember him vis-
iting my house in Patna when
he was the Union Telecom
Minister and expressing his
dilemma about continuing in
the Cabinet in the aftermath of
the Gujarat riots. It was on that
day, then and there, he took the
call to walk out of the
Government. 

Which other politician
would have discussed such

massive political decisions 
with a State-level 
correspondent?

Paswan may have all the
guts to pursue a political
career, but when it came to
personal relationships he
would always be there for you.
Unlike the new breed of politi-
cians, who stop taking your
calls the day they become
“something”, he would always
be available for any profes-
sional help or social calls.

Paswan was known for
reading the political climate
more than anyone else. A few
weeks  before the 2014 gener-
al elections, I met him at a
lunch hosted by late member
of Parliament DP Tripathi.
There Paswan hinted to me
about his big step and asked
me to see him the next day.
Till then no one suspected that
Paswan could go back to the
BJP fold once again. 

Somehow the news leaked
out and he left his home and
became traceless to avoid being
approached by the Congress

leaders. Once he made up his
mind he will not let anyone
change it. The rest is history.

“Always remember that
only a dog that hesitates while
crossing the road is run over.
The one who is decisive always
escapes,” was one of his
favourite quotes.

Paswan loved his food. I
forget the name of loads of
fried river fish he would carry
with him in the chopper when
he went campaigning.  It would
be a regular feature of his
lunch. Pakoda was one of his
favourite snacks which I
savoured with him last time I
visited his residence a few
months ago.

As Telecom Minister he
appointed hundreds of his
party men as members of the
telephone advisory committee.
Those were the days when peo-
ple didn’t have mobile and the
landline was such a privilege
for a small-time party worker.
It was in Patna’s Chanakya
hotel that one day I told him
that he should curtail the num-

ber of beneficiaries lest a scan-
dal broke out. He smiled and
said, “These are the people
who carry my flags and toil for
me. I’ve no existence without
them. Why should I not
reward them in whatever way
possible?”

It was this quality — his
ability to care for his workers,
his cadres, his family, his
friends, his near and dear ones
— that made him such a rare
personality in Indian politics. 

The last few times I met
Paswan I could sense he was
aware of the approaching end.
I could see that in his eyes, in
his voice, in his gesture. In his
decision making, he saw it
coming and that’s why he
passed on his party’s mantle to
Chirag.

I last talked to Paswan on
August 1 when he called me in
the evening to tell me about his
decision to link UT of Jammu
& Kashmir, Manipur,
Nagaland and Uttarakhand to
one nation one ration card
scheme. He was so upbeat

about the programme. Where
can one find such a humble
soul who would open up even
on phone with a journalist?

The discussion veered to
Bihar politics, too. He was
clear in his mind that Chirag
should carry on the way he
wants. He told me that some
senior BJP leaders had visited
him to discuss the upcoming
State Assembly elections, but
he had asked them to now do
business with his son. The
man who was described as
“mausam vaigyanik” for his
astute political sense, was sure-
ly aware that time was running
out for him.

There have not been any
elections in Bihar in more
than four decades when
Paswan was not a player on the
ground. Will his death also
impact the outcome of the
Bihar Assembly polls? The
answer to this the million-dol-
lar question would decide who
will be the king and who will
be the kingmaker of Bihar on
November 10.
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With families of the
Hathras victim and the

accused trading charges and
escalating caste tension in the
region, the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) set up to probe the
sequence of events stepped up
its investigation. 

The SIT has now called 40
persons from the village who
were present at the spot where
the deceased was consigned to
flames by the district adminis-
tration, for quizzing. 

Earlier, the SIT members
had inspected the cremation
site and recorded the state-
ment of the victim’s brother
besides inspecting the vic-
tim’s house. 

The state government has
given another 10 days to the
SIT to submit its findings. 

However, the CBI has
already taken up the case and
started preliminary investiga-
tion of the incident. 

Meanwhile, after reports
of caste tension in the region,
the state government on
Wednesday rushed ADG
Rajiv Krishna and DIG
Shalabh Mathur to assess the
situation at ground zero. 

The two officers would be

camping in Aligarh and
Hathras for the next one week
and defuse tension in the
area. The two have been asked
to report to the DGP after
meeting local people and pan-
chayats. 

The security of the vic-
tim’s family has already been
enhanced. 

Back at the village, the
families of the victim and the
accused traded charges which
also added to the growing
caste tension in the region. 

While the victim is a
Dalit, those accused are from
the upper caste. 

On Thursday, a queer
twist was given to the veraci-
ty of the incident after prime
accused Sandeep and his three
co-accused wrote to the super-
intendent of police of Hathras
from Aligarh jail, pleading
innocent and claiming that
they were framed in the case.

The other accused are
Luvkush, Ravi and Ramu and
they all are related to Sandeep. 

The accused maintained
that they were implicated by
the girl’s family. Sandeep
claimed in the letter that he
was friends with the girl and
spoke over the phone and
met her frequently.  He

claimed that on the fateful day,
he had called the girl to the
fields and when she came
along with her mother and
brother, he left the place
immediately and joined his
father in feeding the cows. He
said later, he learnt that the
girl’s brother assaulted her
leading to her hospitalisation
and ultimately death.

"�
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Hathras (Uttar Pradesh):
Shyoraj Jivan, who was caught
on camera trying to incite pub-
lic sentiment in Bulgarhi village
over the fatal assault on a 19-
year-old allegedly by four upper
caste men, was taken into police
custody on Thursday after-
noon when the Dalit Congress
leader arrived at the Hathras
police station in response to
summon issued to him.

The Congress leader was
seen in the purported videos,
admitting that Congress used
the Hathras incident for fur-
thering its politics as it had been
devoid of issues for a long
time. IANS
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath warned

unscrupulous elements plan-
ning to vitiate the peaceful
atmosphere to mend their ways
or face the wrath of the govern-
ment.

“We will not allow another
Kairana and Kandhla to happen
in west UP anymore. People
with vested interests are out to
consign west UP to the throes of
communalism and casteism. Let
me assure you there will be no
riots like Muzaffarnagar again,”
Yogi said, addressing a virtual
meeting of Bharatiya Janata
Party office-bearers of booths,
divisions and sectors of
Bulandshahr Assembly con-
stituency set for bypoll on
November 3.

The chief minister further
said that such elements were the
ones who bred on communalism
and anti-social manifestations.
“My government is identifying
them one by one and will
surely take them to task,” he
said.

Invoking Chaudhary
Charan Singh on the occasion,
Yogi said that the late leader was
the real sympathiser of farmers
while for others, the farming

community was merely a vote
bank.

Hitting out at the previous
Bahujan Samaj Party and
Samajwadi Party regimes in the

state, the chief minister said that
if they were concerned about
farmers’ interests, why was
Ramala sugar mill, closed for
over 30 years, not revived. 

“Similarly, why did these
governments not upgrade
Mohiuddinpur sugar mill. It
was the BJP government that
came forward and did it for the

farmers,” he said. Yogi added
that his government had made
payments of Rs 1.6 lakh crore to
the cane farmers in the last
three-and-half years. 

“We were able to achieve
this as a leader from west UP
was made cane minister,” he
said.

The chief minister made it
clear that ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vishwas Aur Sabka Bharosa’
was not merely a slogan for the
BJP, it was a commitment. 

“Unlike the previous
regimes which used to extend
relief to people on the basis of
caste, religion and region, the
BJP government has believed in
transparency and impartiality,”
he added.

Yogi said that the recent
developmental initiatives
across the state were going to
benefit Bulandshahar in a big
way. 

“The Ganga Expressway,
the longest in the country, will
pass through Bulandshahar
while the proposed Jewar inter-
national airport and film city
will also be coming up in the
vicinity,” he said.
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RDSO director-general

Virendra Kumar administered
Covid pledge to officials at the
mini-conference hall following
the launch of Jan Andolan
Campaign on Covid-19 by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on October 8. In other direc-
torates and field units of RDSO,
senior most officers adminis-
tered pledge to respective sub-
ordinates. Kumar made an
appeal to wear masks, follow
social distancing and hygiene.
Posters and banners were dis-
played to spread the messages

of Jan Andolan Campaign at
prominent locations of RDSO.
Efforts will be made in the com-
ing week to publicise the con-

tent among officers and staffers
through social media and also
encourage them to join the
campaign.
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Ayush Kumar Yati, a stu-

dent of City Montessori School,
Rajajipuram Campus I, has
been selected for admission by
the University of Melbourne,
Australia, for pursuing higher
studies. Ayush has got this
opportunity due to his academ-
ic excellence and he attributes
his success to the robust acad-
emic atmosphere of CMS.
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Accusing the Bharatiya Janata Party of trying
to crush the voice of the poor, Samajwadi

Party chief Akhilesh Yadav said that by spread-
ing lies the ruling party leaders believed that the
people would not see through their designs but
they were sadly mistaken. 

Issuing a statement in Lucknow on Thursday,
Akhilesh said that the BJP’s policies were not
going to succeed in reality. 

“The BJP government in UP has failed in
maintaining law and order and its sole agenda
is to harass and humiliate opposition party lead-
ers,” the SP chief said.

Hitting out at Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, Akhilesh said that the chief minis-
ter had announced that one crore workers had
been given employment but the truth was that
migrant workers were now forced to go back to
other states to earn their livelihood.

“If there is an aorta of truth in the chief min-
ister’s claim then why will workers board
Mumbai-bound trains? The trend is visible in
eastern UP and Bundelkhand. A large crowd of
migrant labourers can be seen at railway stations
as they want to leave the state at any cost,” he said.

The SP chief said that the chief minister
talked about Investors Summit in every meeting
but was silent on the industries that had set up
units in the state. “It will be good if the state gov-
ernment brings out a White Paper on this,” he
said.  Akhilesh further said that the BJP had not
done anything for the cane farmers and in fact

it had betrayed them by not fulfilling its promise
of making payment of arrears in 14 days. 

“Over 60,000 farmers have committed sui-
cide because they are facing the brunt of unsea-
sonal rains. The compensation that the govern-
ment has announced has not reached them. The
BJP is treating farmer harshly,” the SP chief said.
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Rashtriya Lok Dal district units across Uttar

Pradesh handed over to the district authorities
memorandum addressed to UP Governor
Anandiben Patel, urging her to save democra-
cy.  In Lucknow, the RLD office-bearers hand-
ed over such a memorandum to the district mag-
istrate. 

In the memorandum, it is alleged that the
Bharatiya Janata Party government in UP is
negating the role of opposition at all levels and
is even mocking at the opposition leaders with
unrestrained comments.

The memorandum said that the state govern-
ment’s attitude was condemnable as it was
weakening democracy at the grassroots level. 

The RLD said that there was a spurt in crime
cases and crime against women in UP. It said vis-
iting the houses of the victims was the moral duty
of the opposition and any restriction on it was
undemocratic.

RLD state spokesman Surendranath Trivedi
said the BJP governments at the Centre and in
UP had always tried to gag the voice of the oppo-
sition by asking police to brutally cane-charge the
workers and leaders of opposition parties.
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Asking officials to keep an eye
on the high caseload cities

like Kanpur Nagar and Lucknow,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
said that the Integrated
Command and Control Centre
(ICCC) should operate actively
and in full capacity for better
results.

“There should be more vig-
ilance in the Lucknow, Varanasi,
Prayagraj, Meerut and Kanpur
Nagar districts and efforts should
be made to bring down the
fatality rate in these districts,” the
chief minister said while presid-
ing over a high-level meeting at
his official residence here on
Thursday. He said that Uttar
Pradesh had successfully con-
trolled the COVID-19 infection
rate but it did not mean that the
government should lower its
guard. Yogi said senior doctors
should keep taking rounds in
Covid hospital, and added that
this success rate should be main-
tained and all efforts should be
made to further bring down the
infection rate.

Keeping in view the securi-
ty and dignity of girls and

women, the chief minister direct-
ed the police to launch a special
campaign from October  17 to
October 25 during the Navratri.
He said the officials should carry
out a special cleanliness and san-
itation campaign from October

10 to October 16 and proper dis-
posal of waste should be ensured.

“Regular spraying of anti-
larva, lime etc. will also help in
controlling dengue, malaria and
other diseases. People’s represen-
tatives should also be associated

with the cleanliness and sanita-
tion campaigns,” he said.

The chief minister said for
road safety, inter-departmental
coordination should be estab-
lished and traffic and road safe-
ty campaigns should be carried

out in districts. 
He said as October 15 hap-

pens to be World Hand Wash
Day, programmes should be
organised with the coordination
of Basic, Secondary, Technical
and Higher Education depart-
ments. The chief minister said to
ensure that more and more peo-
ple benefit from the Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Rojgar
Abhiyan, a plan should be for-
mulated. He said that proper
communication and coordina-
tion should be established with
the industrialists and investors
with whom memorandums of
understanding were signed dur-
ing the Investors Summit for ini-
tiating necessary action.

The infrastructure and
industrial development com-
missioner briefed the chief min-
ister about the communication
being established with the
investors under three categories. 

The first category is of
investors whose projects are in
the last stage of execution, the
second category is of investors
whose projects are under process
and the third category is of
investors who are willing to
invest in UP.

Lucknow(PNS): Acting on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
call for making coronavirus
prevention a mass movement
pan-India, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and his ministerial
colleagues, officials and govern-
ment employees took a pledge
to follow the Covid guidelines
and adopt the three-point pre-
vention protocol.

On the occasion, Yogi said that
such a movement would strength-
en the country’s fight against the
disease and create more awareness
among the people.

“UP joined the country in
its movement to defeat the
coronavirus on Thursday. The
steps include wearing face mask,
following social distancing and
washing hands repeatedly,” said
Additional Chief Secretary

(Information) Navneet Sehgal in
Lucknow. The chief minister
and his entourage pledged to be
cautious about COVID-19 and
be careful of the viral threat to
oneself and friends. 

They promised to follow all
preventive measures to contain
the virus and make people
aware. They also promised to
wear face mask or cover face
particularly at public places,
follow social distancing of two
yards and wash hands repeated-
ly with soap and water. 

Having said these lines, the
chief minister and his colleagues
and staff vowed to fight and
defeat the infection, unitedly. 

The ministers who took the
pledge included Finance
Minister Suresh Kumar Khanna,
Industry Minister Satish

Mahana, MSME Minister
Sidharth Nath Singh, Health
Minister Jai Pratap Singh and
Minister of State for Health
Atul Garg.

The officials included Chief
Secretary RK Tiwari, IDC Alok
Tandon, APC Alok Sinha, ACS
(Home) Awanish Kumar
Awasthi, DGP HC Awasthi,
ACS (Information) Navneet
Sehgal, ACS (Secondary
Education) Aradhana Shukla,
Principal Secretary (Animal
Husbandry) Bhuvnesh Kumar,
Principal Secretary (Urban
Development) Deepak Kumar,
Principal Secretary to CM and
Information, Sanjay Prasad,
Principal Secretary (Health)
Alok Kumar, Relief
Commissioner Sanjay Goel and
Director Information, Sishir.

Lucknow (PNS): After virtually inaugurat-
ing the biggest oxygen production plant in
Uttar Pradesh, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said that the plant was a testi-
mony to the government’s commitment to
bringing industries in the state and the plant
would ease the oxygen crisis in the health
sector in UP.

“The state’s struggle for oxygen will now
be a thing of the past. After the installation
of HFNC (high-flow nasal cannula), the
demand for oxygen has shot up in Covid
hospitals in UP. The new facility will
bridge the gap between demand and
supply. It is heartening that such a facility
is ready during the trying times of pandem-
ic, when it is needed the most,” the
chief minister said in Lucknow on
Thursday.

Yogi expressed happiness that the com-
pany would now set up another plant in the
central parts of the state and more such
plants would come up to eliminate oxygen

shortage.
Asking officials to encourage such

investments in the state, the chief minister
said that UP had the pride of becoming sec-
ond in the country in Ease of Doing
Business. 

He said that investors should be
approached to come to set up their indus-
tries in UP as it would create more employ-
ment and contribute to the state’s develop-
ment.

“The state government is doing every-
thing to provide the best treatment to
COVID-19 patients and others. UP has
become the top state in testing Covid sam-
ples with over 1.12 crore tests while the state
has the number of Covid beds in the coun-
try,” he said.

Yogi said that his government was doing
everything to attract investors and provide
them assistance to set up manufacturing
units and to do business in the state.

The new plant would manufacture

high quality liquefied oxygen to be used for
patients. The plant was commissioned by
INOX Air Products (INOXAP), one of
India’s largest manufacturers of industrial
and medical gases.

The memorandum of understanding
(MoU) for setting up the oxygen unit was
signed during Investors Summit in the pres-
ence of  Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
2018. The project has come up with an
investment of Rs 150 crore. 

With a potential to produce 150 met-
ric tonnes of liquid oxygen per day, the plant
takes UP’s current liquid oxygen manufac-
turing capacity from 115 MT to 265 MT per
day. It would fulfil the oxygen demand of
more than 200 hospitals and medical col-
leges across the state and also cater to gases
for various industries.

Talking about the new plant, INOX
Group Director Siddharth Jain said that the
project was possible only due to Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath.
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Lucknow (PNS): A 20-year-
old lady teacher of a private
school was raped and mur-
dered in in Kurosawa hamlet of
Mallawa in Fatehpur. Her body
was found in a field. 
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Lucknow (PNS): District
Magistrate Abhishek Prakash
called a meeting on Thursday
to discuss measures to check
air pollution. The meeting
was attended by officials of
LDA, LMC, forest, transport,
traffic, Awas Vikas, NHAI,
industries, PWD, Setu Nigam,
UPSRTC and UPPCB. The
DM directed all the depart-
ments to use green net, anti-
smoke guns self dust control
audit and sprinkling of water
on the construction sites. 

Regional pollution con-
trol officer gave details about
the self dust control.
Municipal Commissioner

Ajay Kumar Dwivedi said all
the units should use water
treated by the STPs of Nagar
Nigam for sprinkling water on
the construction sites  and be
in touch with the control
room.

The DM said that for
enforcement of the various
measures related to air pollu-
tion, on the insistence of the
regional pollution control
officer, an in-principle nod
has been given to Nagar
Nigam for assistance to seek
public support. He directed
the traffic and transport offi-
cials to begin special cam-
paigns from Sunday onwards.
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The sniffer dog of police
helped in unravelling the

mystery of Deepika Trivedi’s
murder case. She was killed
during robbery in Banthra on
September 28. The police
arrested her husband on
Thursday and recovered the
looted ornaments and tools
used in breaking into the house.
The police said the accused,
Deep Narayan Trivedi of Bainti
village in the area, had two
wives and they were hostile to
each other.

Deep Narayan used to side
with his second wife Kusum
Trivedi, who happens to be a
close kin of Deepika. Kusum
and Deepika used to stay in dif-
ferent rooms. On the fateful day,
Deepika and Kusum had a ver-
bal spat over household chores
and Deep Narayan sided with
Kusum. Deepika  had an argu-
ment with Deep Narayan who
flew into rage. He later choked

her throat but he developed
cold feet after Deepika died.

To save his skin, he staged
the crime scene by breaking
into the wall of the room and
scattering the articles and hid-
ing the ornaments at different
places before calling the police.
He also hid the donation box
kept in Nareshwar temple to
show that thieves struck at the
temple. The police said Deep
Narayan owned up his crime
after ‘terahvi’ and the police
interrogated him. Police said
the sniffer dog barked at Deep
Narayan on the day of investi-
gation. “It gave us enough hints
and we kept a watch on Deep
Narayan. We questioned him
after ‘terahvi’ and was shown
evidence. He owned up his
crime,” the police said.       

Deep Narayan used to live
with Kusum and their children
— Shubham (17) and Shivank
(13) — while Deepika stayed
with her sons Saurabh (23) and
Shiva (27).
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Unidentified miscreants
killed a trader in Itaunja

and dumped his body in his
godown which they locked
from outside before fleeing.
The incident came to light
three days after the murder
when his nephew reached the
godown. The victim, identified
as Ashish Yadav aka Manu of
Khanpur village, was reported
missing on October 6 after he
left his house for his godown at

Shahpur crossing. He dealt in
sale of cattle fodder.

As he did not reach home
by night, his family reached the
godown but found it locked.
They dialled his cell number
but it was switched off. They
later lodged a missing report
even as they kept searching for
him on their own. On the
other hand, the police sat on
the case. On Thursday, Ashish’s
nephew Rohit reached the
godown to open it and was
shocked to find his body inside.

Initial investigation
revealed that Ashish was done
to death in the godown, locat-
ed in the basement of the
shop. There were blood stains
on the stairs. The police also

found blood stains on the
ground suggesting that the
victim was dragged after being
attacked or killed. The police
suspected that the victim was
attacked with some sharp-
edged weapon, but it could not
be recovered. The police sus-
pected that Ashish was killed
over a love affair or due to
money dispute. The bereaved
told the police the name of a
man who had threatened to kill
Ashish, and he was detained by
police.
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The coronavirus graph in
Lucknow is going down-

wards and the decline is sharp,
but the health officials are
exercising caution. A senior
official at the CMO office said
they were observing carefully if
it was an actual decline.

On Thursday, 403 persons
tested positive for coronavirus
in Lucknow while 458 patients
recovered. A senior official at
the CMO office said the
patients included 38 from
Gomtinagar, 28 from Rae
Bareli road, 25 from
Indiranagar,  24 from Chinhat,
20 each from Alambagh &
Talkatora, 19 from Aliganj, 18
from Cantt, 17 from Ashiyana,
16 from Madiaon, 13 from
Jankipuram, 12 from
Mahanagar, 11 each from

Chowk & Naka and 10 each
from Vikasnagar and
Thakurganj. There were 10
deaths in the district and the
deceased included five from
Lucknow while the rest from
other districts.

Across the state, 3,376 per-
sons tested positive, including
189 in Prayagraj, 180 in
Gorakhpur and 121 in
Varanasi, taking the tally to
4,27,459. Besides, 45 patients
died across the state, taking the
toll to 6,245.

“Having a large number of
cases is not an issue but we
should be ready to fight it out.
The cases have come down in
Lucknow to less than 500, but
we are strengthening contain-
ment activities in Gomtinagar
and Indiranagar where more
teams will be pressed into ser-
vice,” he said.

The official said that in
Aliganj, over 100 teams were
going for sample collection. He
further pointed out that they
were also trying to have inter-
departmental cooperation for
better containment activities in
the district.

“Aanganwadis will be help-
ing us and teachers also have to
be involved. At some places
teachers were not coming, so
the DM said he would direct
the DIOS and BSA for involve-
ment of teachers for surveil-
lance,” he said. Apart from the
regular teams, there are agen-
cies helping the health depart-
ment with  the manpower in
containment activities.

Meanwhile, the DM, along
with other district administra-
tion officials, took  a pledge to
take all possible means to stop
the spread of the deadly coro-

navirus and also make  people
aware about the disease. They
also vowed to wear a mask and
to encourage others to mask up.

Meanwhile, KGMU Vice-
Chancellor Dr Bipin Puri offi-
cially inaugurated the 20,000-
litre capacity oxygen tank
established at KGMU on
Thursday.

Spokesperson Sandeep
Tewari said the usage of the
tank had begun from October
5 itself. The tank has been
established for serious patients
at the Covid hospital of KGMU.

“It was established in
record one month’s time by the
construction and mechanical
engineering departments of
KGMU,” he said. He added that
till now oxygen requirements of
the hospital were being done
through a 90,000-litre tank set
up at KGMU.
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Abriefcase containing cash
and some gold rings

studded with precious gems
was stolen from the car of an
IAS officer in Madiaon when
he was returning home in
Madiaon on Wednesday.

As per reports, Vedpati
Mishra of Sahara City Homes
is posted as special secretary
in Science and Technology
department. On Wednesday
evening, he was returning
home when he stopped at a
shop near Madiaon Kotwali
to purchase sweets. His dri-

ver Nitish parked the car on
the roadside and went to the
shop. When Nitish returned,
two youths approached
Nitish and pointed towards
the bonnet. Mishra said one
of the miscreants sprayed
some liquid after which he
felt breathlessness.

“I came out of the car as
I was feeling suffocated and
Nitish bent down to check
out the bonnet. When I sat in
the car, I found the briefcase
missing,” he told the police.
The briefcase had Rs 50,000
in cash and three gold rings
studded with gems. 
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Lucknow (PNS): A private
company employee ended his
life at his house in Mahanagar
on Thursday. Vinay Raj Singh
of Papermill Colony in
Mahanagar was found hanging
from the ceiling with a curtain
tied around his neck. Brother
Vijay Raj Singh said Vinay
returned home on Wednesday
night and had dinner with
them. He later went to take a
rest in a room on the ground
floor. “When he did not wake
up this morning, we reached his
room which was bolted from
inside. As he did not respond to
calls, we peeped inside, only to
find him hanging. 

Meanwhile, body of a miss-
ing property dealer was recov-
ered from Sharda canal in Para
police station area on Thursday.

Reports said the property deal-
er Mohammed Shanu (23),
also a milk supplier, was a res-
ident of Krishna Nagar locali-
ty and was reported missing on
October 6. 

He had left the house say-
ing he had to go to a site in
Chakauli (Kakori). After he
remained untraceable, his father
lodged a missing report. On
Thursday, one of Shanu’s
friends, who is a driver, spotted
his bike parked near the canal.
Police teams from Krishna
Nagar and Para reached the
scene and searched the thickets
where the body was found. It
surfaced that Shanu, along with
one Anil, had gone to Chakauli
where a realtor, Aniket, has his
office. In the evening, he, along
and Anil, left for his house.
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A19-year-old boy was accused
of raping an 8-year-old Dalit

girl at a shanty in Nigoha. Arrested
later, he was identified as Neeraj
Yadav of the same village. The
police registered a case of rape and
also booked him under POCSO
and SC/ST acts. The girl was
admitted to a hospital where her
condition was said to be critical.

As per reports, the accused
spotted the girl playing outside her
house around 9 am and an evil
design crossed his mind. He took
her inside a shanty where he

forced himself upon her. The girl
cried in pain but the accused
gagged her. The victim remained
unattended and unconscious for
hours. As she gained conscious-
ness, she started crying. Villagers
rushed to the scene and alerted the
police. The girl was taken to a hos-
pital where she told her mother
the name of the accused. The
police launched a manhunt for the
accused and nabbed him later.

Sources said the incident
made people of the girl’s com-
munity fume in rage and demand-
ed strict action against the
accused.
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District  Magistrate (DM)
Kaushal Raj Sharma

flagged off LED publicity van
of the Information department
from Sewapuri here on
Thursday for mobilising the
people towards schemes of dif-
ferent departments and public
policies of government in
Sewapuri development block,
selected as an ideal block by
NITI Aayog in the parliamen-
tary constituency of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. This
LED publicity van will carry
out propagation work in all
gram panchayats of the devel-
opment block.

Earlier, Chief Medical
Officer (CMO) Dr VB Singh
presented certificates to 19
emergency medical technicians
(EMTs) and pilots of 108, 102
and Advanced Emergency
Support (ALS) Ambulance
Service at his office for provid-
ing 24 x 7 services to the peo-
ple during these difficult coro-
navirus pandemic period. Dr
Singh said that due to efficien-
cy of the staff of the ambulance
personnel, the corona
patients are being sent to
the hospitals smoothly and

timely.
On the occasion, Head

(Operations) of the company
Aniket Palawat also praised the
services of the staff.
Programme Manager Deepak

Srivastava said that currently
there are 28 ambulances of 108,
38 of 102 and three ambulances
of ALS service in the district.
Out of these, 11 and 1 ALS
ambulances of 108 service have

been deployed in Covid oper-
ations. Regional Manager Amit
Rai, Ambulance incharge
Prashant, Avnish, Gaurav and
other staff were present on the
occasion.

VARANASI (PNS):
Considering the importance of
Artificial Intelligence (AI) in
various areas, particularly in
cyber security, Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) is exploring
the possibilities of starting a
new postgraduate (PG) course
on AI. The idea is also in line
with the New Education Policy
(NEP)-20 which puts a greater
emphasis on technology-based
learning and skilling as a major
part of education. Vice-
Chancellor Prof Rakesh
Bhatnagar has constituted a
committee to explore the fea-
sibility to start the course and
various related aspects like
preparation of course structure,
syllabus, modalities of teach-
ing/ learning programme and
the scope of research in this
area.

The first meeting of the
committee was held on
Wednesday which discussed
the issue thoroughly and invit-
ed suggestions from the mem-
bers and deliberated over the

proposed course and its syl-
labus. The meeting was attend-
ed by Prof K Subbiah, Prof AK
Agrawal, Prof Banketeshwar
Tiwari, Prof SK Singh and Dr
Anil Kumar Pandey under the
chairmanship of Prof Anand
Mohan (Member, Executive
Council, BHU).

The course in the field of
AI will provide trained techni-
cal manpower to the country
and will be a great asset in the
area of virtual world which will
not only be useful to society but
to the country as a whole as
well. The proposed course
(Master of Science Artificial
Intelligence) will be a course
with a technology background
and will be the first of its kind
when a university will be offer-
ing such a course. AI refers to
the stimulation of human intel-
ligence in machines that are
programmed to think like
humans and mimic their
actions.

WEBINAR ON ROLE
OF TECHNICAL EDUCA-

TION HELD: A webinar enti-
tled ‘Role of Technical
Education in Self Reliant India’’
was organised under joint aegis
of Indian Institute of
Technology, Banaras Hindu
University (IIT-BHU) and
Shiksha Sanskriti Utthan Nyas,
New Delhi on Tuesday. The
convener of the webinar was
Prof PK Mishra from IIT-
BHU. The chairperson and
keynote speaker of the event
was Prof Anupam Shukla,
Director, IIIT, Pune. Other
speakers were Nikhar Jain,
Director ,
Br idgedotsTechs er v ices ,
Gaurav Kedia, Director, Indian
Biogas Association, Siddharth
Dubey, Founder, Kognitivus
Training and Consulting and
Vaibhav Saxena, Founder,
www.ipsator.com. 

Prof PK Mishra welcomed
all the speakers and intro-
duced them with the partici-
pants of the webinar. Prof
Anupam Shukla stated
Atmanirbhar Bharat (Self

Reliant India) is important to
improve the economy. He
insisted on his stance of trying
to stop looking for jobs and
start creating them. He also
pointed out that ‘Make in India’
is a big advantage to the entre-
preneurs and budding start-
ups. “We need to shift the
mind-set of students and inter-
departmental research needs to
be encouraged among college
students to increase potential
which leads to innovation.
Also, nurturing ideas of young-
sters will eventually boost the
confidence of young entrepre-
neurs,’ he added.

Vaibhav Saxena empha-
sised on what engineers can do
to contribute to accomplish
Atmanirbhar Bharat. ‘We need
to look out for problems in the
government policies and find
challenges. We need to solve
our problems and thereby gen-
erate employment,’ he stated.
Question and answer session
was also held. Prof PK Mishra
proposed the vote of thanks.
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In response to the Jan
Andolan (mass movement)

launched by the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to fight the
coronavirus pandemic, Railway
Minister Piyush Goyal admin-
istered oath to the officials of
Railway Board, zonal railways,
production units, divisions,
RDSO, NAIR, CTIs etc. includ-
ing Diesel Locomotive Works
(DLW) and Varanasi Division
of North Eastern Railway
(NER) through a virtual plat-
form on Thursday. All the
Railway officers took a pledge
to defend themselves against
coronavirus by repeatedly
washing their hands, wearing
the masks properly, keeping a
distance of two yards and con-
tinuing to follow the guidelines
till we get the vaccine of this
disease.

Along with this, all the

employees working in various
offices and workshops in the
DLW also took a similar pledge
which was administered by
their superintendents. In the
same order, banners and
posters have also been placed
on all important places in the
office premises, workshops and
DLW premises as part of the
mass movement to prevent the
spread of coronavirus pan-
demic.

Similarly, at Varanasi
Divisional Office of North
Eastern Railway (NER), the
officers also pledged not to
relax till the vaccine is not
found. 

The Railway Minister in his
appeal stressed the need for
linking all the families of
Railway employees through
social media so that they can
also follow the COVID-19
guidelines and prevent attack of
coronavirus. ����������&�����1�������.00.1.�.(

Public Health Response to
COVID-19: campaign for

Covid Appropriate Behaviour
launched over North Central
Railway by the General
Manager Rajiv Chaudhry
who administered ‘Jan
Aadolan’ pledge to Railway
employees through video con-
ferencing 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi launched a Jan Andolan
campaign on COVID-19
through a tweet from @naren-
dramodi on Thursday. The Jan
Andolan Campaign is a low
cost, high intensity campaign
driven by people’s participa-
tion for dissemination
throughout the country using
all media platforms. The cam-
paign emphasises on ‘Unlock
with precautions’ -- COVID-
19 appropriate behaviour in
the new normal. The three key
messages being highlighted
are ‘ Wear Mask, Follow phys-
ical distancing, Maintain
Hand Hygiene’.

Minister of Railway
Piyush Goyal administered
Jan Andolan pledge to CRB,
all members of Railway Board,
GMs, DRMs and other senior
officials of Railways and PSUs
at 11:30 hours. Followed by

this GM NCR and NR Rajiv
Chaudhry administered ‘Jan
Aadolan’ pledge to Railway
officials connected through
video conferencing.

North Central Railway
has been a leading zonal
Railway in running public
awareness campaigns on
COVID-19, and making coor-
dinated and concentrated
efforts to disseminate the mes-
sage on Covid Appropriate
Behaviour by way of posters,
banners, billboards, digital
displays, auto announcement
and publicity using all media

platforms. 
On the launching day of

this important campaign
October 8, 2020 major activ-
ities organised over North
Central Railway are Jan
Andolan pledge at HQ, three
Divisional offices, stations
and other places by 22,924
passengers, Railway employ-
ees and other persons; display
of poster/ banner in nine
offices, 131 stations and two
originating special trains;
Covid appropriate behaviour
jingle playing at 76 stations
through auto announcement

system; sharing of pledge
among all railway employee
and their family members
through message etc.

For spreading the message
far and wide and up to the
grassroot level detailed action
plan for this campaign has
been made which includes
organising regular pledge tak-
ing at stations involving pas-
sengers and other locations for
railway employees and their
family members etc.; besides
provision of posters, banners
etc. digital displays at station
and in trains shall be used to
play video clips on COVID-
19; extensive use of auto
announcement system at sta-
tions and other places includ-
ing trains equipped with this
facility; use of all form of
media platforms for regular
publicity etc. 

In addition to above,
innovative efforts like ‘digital
contactless signature cam-
paign’ and provision of
‘COVID-19 appropriate
behaviour pledge taking cor-
ner’ shall be done at Prayagraj
Jn. which will be replicated at
other major stations of NCR
in due course based on
response received from pas-
sengers and other users  at
Prayagraj Jn. station.
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Headquarters Central Air
Command celebrated 88th

Air Force Day on Thursday. On
this occasion Air Marshal
Rajesh Kumar, Air Officer
Commanding-in-Chief Central
Air Command paid tributes to
the brave-heart Air Warriors
who laid down their lives in the
service to the nation by laying
wreath at CAC War Memorial.

In his message to all Air
Warriors and their families
Air Marshal Rajesh Kumar
AVSM VM ADC, AOC-in-C
Central Air Command empha-
sised on the need to be ever vig-
ilant against any wrong designs
of our adversaries and urged all
personnel to take pride in the
task assigned to them. 

He wished all Air Warriors,
DSC personnel and civilians
good health in this pandemic time and advised them to take utmost care and precautions in the fight against COVID-19. 
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As many as 116 new
COVID-19 patients have

been detected in the district
here on Thursday, increasing
the total number of cases to
14,565. Besides, the district
also saw three more deaths,
increasing the toll to 237.
During the day, the follow-up
negative reports included 190
patients. Out of them, 183
patients were recovered from
home isolation, increasing the
number to 10,290 and just
seven patients have been dis-
charged from the hospitals.
With this, the number of cured
patients from the hospitals has
increased to 2,747. The total
number of cured patients is
now 13,037, leaving 1,291
active patients. The recovery
rate has improved to 89.50 per
cent but the mortality rate has
increased to 1.62 per cent.

Meanwhile,  District
Magistrate (DM) Kaushal Raj
Sharma has directed the
Health department to ensure

health check-ups of all the
health workers to non-com-
municable diseases such as
diabetes, hypertension and
common cancer under the
ongoing three-week long 'Fit
Health Worker Campaign'.
The health check-ups of all
ASHA workers, ANMs, staff
nurses, lab technicians, med-
ical officers and specialist
physicians as well as the san-
itation workers, Anganwadi
workers and assistants in
urban areas, government hos-
pitals, community and prima-
r y health centres
(CHCs/PHCs), wellness and
sub-centres should be checked
by October 23. 

Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) Dr VB Singh has
instructed all the medical
incharges to ensure optimum
health check-ups of all health
workers. 

District  Community
Process Manager (DCPM)
Ramesh Kumar Verma said
that a format has been devel-
oped at the state level for time-

ly reporting of data on screen-
ing of all health workers and
the progress of the campaign
will be monitored daily at the
state level.

Earlier, in the first report
of the day by 11 am, 86 posi-
tive patients were detected
out of 4,147 received reports.
Till then, the total test reports
received were 2,38,411 and the
results of 976 are awaited. 

Out of them, 2,23,876
were negative, while 14,535
positive. The total number of
samples collected was
2,53,805. Earlier, a male aged
60 from Sarnath succumbed
to COVID-19 at Sir Sundarlal
Hospital (SSH), Banaras
Hindu University (BHU),
while a female aged 72 from
Dashaswamedh died at
Heritage Hospital. 

With the addition of eight
new red zones, the total num-
ber of hotspots has increased
to 2,126 including 293 red
zones. 

Five green zones have
been converted into red zones

again. There are 1,833 green
zones with 26 new ones.

Earlier, under ongoing
mass/ group antigen tests,
four persons out of 507 tests
were detected positive at Shree
Shiv Prasad Gupta (SSPG)
Hospital, Kabirchaura while
one out of 366 at adjacent
Government Women’s
Hospital, five out of 104 at
Shivpur CHC, 10 out of 189 at
LBS Hospital, Ramnagar and
four out of 512 at SSH BHU.
However, all the 106 at Swami
Vivekanand Government
Hospital,  Bhelupur were
found negative. Besides, the
Health department has dis-
tributed 4,424 Ivermectin
tablets to 553 persons. So far,
10.31 lakh tablets were distrib-
uted to 1.28 lakh persons and
out of them, 8.41 lakh tablets
to 1.05 lakh persons were dis-
tributed only by the Health
department while rest of
tablets by other departments
including Supply and
Education departments and
Civil Defence so far.
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The negligence of a lab tech-
nician has come to light. He

neither sampled the suspects
nor tested them. After that, he
declared the patients positive
and negative on his own
accord. His negligence was
revealed when he made the
Assistant Audit Officer posted
in the AG audit positive again.
When he complained about
this, the CMO got the matter
investigated in which the neg-
ligence of the lab technician
was revealed. Now preparations
are on to end his service.

On  September 22, a res-
ident of Clive Road Assistant

Audit Officer conducted sam-
pling in a private lab to exam-
ine corona. 24 received posi-
tive reports. She moved into
home isolation with the per-
mission of the department.
On September 25, the Rapid
Response Team reached her
home and provided medi-
cines etc. On September 30,
the mobile team reached her
home. The team took the
names and details of all the
members but the lab techni-
cian did not take any samples.
The team also went to the
neighbours' house but did
not take samples but took
only name and details. The lab
technician broke all the rules
and made the report of all the

people on his own accord. The
audit officer was shown pos-
itive again and the neigh-
bours negative.

The reality came to light
when the Assistant Audit
Officer received a call from
the Rapid Response Team
again on October 1 on mobile
and was told that you are
corona positive? The team
reached her home and start-
ed the whole process of home
isolation etc. All family mem-
bers kept saying that she was
already positive. Their home
isolation is nearing comple-
tion. But the team did not lis-
ten to one. The victim said
that her family was also
abused by the Rapid Response

Team. 
Chief Medical Officer Dr

GS Bajpai said that the lab
technician has done a lot of
negligence. He is in the
process of termination of ser-
vice. Others involved in this
negligence are also being
marked and action will be
taken against them. A case
will also be filed against him.

Nodal Officer for Corona,
Dr Rishi Sahai said that lab
technician's negligence has
come to light in this case. He
was with the mobile team for
about a week. The person
whose report has been taken
out, they are being asked
whether they were sampled or
not, added Dr Sahai.
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Corona figures were also
less than 200 on

Wednesday night. As many as
196 new corona patients,
including three junior doctors
of Swaroop Rani Nehru Covid
Hospital, have been found
infected and two corona
patients lost their lives. The
total number of corona patients
now reached 20,609.

Those infected with coro-
na included Chief Engineer of
Railways, Deputy Chief
Electrical Engineer, TTE, clerk
of DRM office, Accountant of
a private school, Senior Auditor
of AG office, S-I of Police
Lines among others. The offices
were closed for Wednesday
and Thursday due to receiving
positive cases in the CGST
department. Although, offi-
cers and staff are working from
homes. These days, the num-
ber of corona patients contin-
ues to fall by less than 200, the
number of patients recovering
is increasing. On Wednesday,
252 patients recovered. So far,
a total of 18,374 patients have
been negative from corona

positive.
Now the number of infect-

ed patients started decreasing
in Covid hospitals. At present
there are 1,955 active patients,
of which only 225 patients are
admitted to Covid Hospital, the
rest of the patients are beating

Corona by staying in home iso-
lation. Covid Care Centre has
the highest 85 patients admit-
ted to Kalindipuram, 26 to
Railway Covid Care Centre, 38
to Tej Bahadur Sapru, 22 to Sri
Sai Nath Vatsalya Covid
Hospital, 22 to United and

Covid Hospital SRN at L3.
CMO Dr GS Bajpai said

that there is a decrease in the
number of corona patients,
but for this we need to be cau-
tious. There is a need to be
careful until we are able to
completely control the corona.
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Adevastating fire broke out
due to a short circuit in a

showroom of a four-wheeler
situated on Mirzapur-Chunar
Road under Dehat Kotwali
police station on Thursday

morning. Besides motor parts
other valuables worth several
lakhs of rupees were estimated
to have been reduced to ashes.
The flames could be extin-
guished after two hours with
the help of the fire tenders. The
staff informed the Dehat
Kotwali police about the mat-
ter following which its per-
sonnel reached the spot.

CRIMINAL ARRESTED:
Chilh police arrested a crimi-
nal whose name figured in the
list of top-10 criminals along
with a countrymade gun and
cartridges on Wednesday.
The Chilh police arrested
Pramod Shukla alias
Vidambana, a resident of

Semara village under the Chilh
police station, along with a
countrymade gun and two car-
tridges. During routine
patrolling the police was tipped
off by an informer that a hard-
core criminal was hatching a
conspiracy to commit some
crime along with his accom-
plices in Naraur village. At
this the police raided the spot
and caught Pramod. About a
dozen cases, including those of
murder and other heinous
crimes, had been registered
against the accused in different
police stations. After register-
ing the case under relevant sec-
tions of law the police sent the
criminal to jail. Meanwhile an
earlier report said that the
Lalganj police nabbed one per-
son and recovered a kidnapped
girl recently. As per the reports,
a man had lodged a complaint
had been lodged on September
17 in which he had stated that
the accused had enticed away
his daughter. The investigation
was on when the police was
informed by an informer about
the presence of the accused
near a petrol pump located at
Cheruiram. On the informa-
tion the police raided the place,
recovered the kidnapped girl
and arrested the accused who
was identified as Rohit, son of
Shivpal Yadav, a resident of
Semari village under Lalganj

police station.
THREE KILLED: Three

persons were killed in separate
road accidents on Wednesday.
In the first incident, Mushtaq,
a resident of Bihar, was living
along with his relative in
Deepnagar under Madihan
police station. He was return-
ing after leaving his relative at
Suggapakh when he suddenly
lost control over his motorcy-
cle and it overturned near
Balua village as a result of
which he sustained serious
injuries. On getting informa-
tion about the matter the police
brought him to a hospital but he
was declared as brought dead.
The police later took his body
into custody for completing the
necessary legal formalities. In
another incident, two youths,
Manoj Vishwakarma and Vijay,
residents of Nijamuddinpur
under Adalhaat police station,
were going on the Mirzapur-
Chunar Road when their
motorcycle was hit by a hyva
near Kapsaur village under
Padari police station as a result
of which they died on the spot.
However, the hyva driver
managed to escape from the
spot. On getting information
SHO Venkatesh Tiwari
reached there, informed the
kin of the victims about the
matter and sent their bodies
for the legal formalities.
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Sudhir Chandra Prasad assumed charge as
Principal Chief Commercial Manager

(PCCM) of North Eastern Railway (NER) on
Wednesday. Earlier he was
working on the post of Chief
Project Manager/FOIS and
administration in Northern
Railway (NR), New Delhi,
CPRO PK Singh said.  Born
on January 5, 1962, Prasad
graduated from Magadh
University in 1982 and joined
the Railway service as an offi-

cer of the 1987 batch Indian Railway Traffic
Service (IRTS).  Besides Operations and
Commerce Department, CRIS, CONCOR and
Construction Organisation he has  efficiently

discharged his duties on  key posts in
Samastipur Division of North Eastern Railway
as Senior Divisional Operations Manager, in
Varanasi Division as Senior Divisional
Commercial Manager, Senior Operations
Manager, Senior Divisional Safety Officer, in
West Central Railway’s Jaipur and Bikaner divi-
sions as Senior Operations Manager, in
Northeast Frontier Railway (NFR) Maligaon
as Chief Commercial Manager, Chief
Commercial Manager / FM and Chief
Passenger Transportation Manager, in
Northern Railway, Delhi, as the Chief Claims
Officer, Chief Commercial Manager/PM, Chief
Commercial Manager / Project.  He received
skilled training in Singapore and Malaysia too.
Prasad is interested in reading books, travelling
and various sports. Prasad has extensive experi-
ence in railway management and administration.
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The Garib Kalyan Rojgar
Abhiyan was reviewed

through video conferencing
on Wednesday in which
District Magisrate Sushil
Kumar Patel and CDO Avinash
Singh apprised the officials
concerned about the achieve-
ment of the district regarding
the jobs made available to
migrant labourers as well locals.
In that connection a meeting of
Zila Swachh Bharat Mission
Management Committee held
at collectorate on Wednesday in
which the DM directed the
officials concerned to expedite
the works. Giving details about
the progress DPRO Arvind
Kumar apprised that under
the scheme the district was on
seventh position in the state
regarding the construction of
the community toilets and on
eighth under the construction

of Panchayat Bhawan.  The
DPRO said that under the
Nutrition mission the district
achieved 23rd position in the

state and efforts were on to
improve the rating. He said that
to eradicate malnutrition the
department had organised 829
poshan panchayats with the
coordination of other associ-
ated departments and was
active in taking care of all
children of the area. In the
meeting the DM directed the
PO ICDS to remain in close

touch with children suffering
from malnutrition and take
care of them through the facil-
ities available. In the meeting
the PO ICDS PK Singh
apprised the DM about the
plan which had been chalked
out to combat malnutrition.

Meanwhile in view of com-
plaints regarding the move-
ment of overloaded vehicles on
Shastri Bridge now the activi-
ties there can be monitored by
the DM himself from his offi-
cial chamber.  Report said that
as the repair work is going on
at Shastri Bridge the movement
of vehicles weighing more than
15 tonnes has been banned.
Taking the matter seriously, the
DM directed the officials of UP
State Bridge Corporation to
install CCTV cameras on the
bridge and connect them with
DM’s office. Now the DM will
be able to see the activities on
bridge from his office any time. 
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The following trains have
been diverted due to non-

interlocking work in connec-
tion with patch tripling of lines
between Raghavapuram-
Kolanoor stations on the
Kazipet Junction-Balharshah
railway section on South
Central Railway (SCR), Chief
Public Relations Officer
(CPRO) Pankaj Kumar Singh
said.  The 02590
Secunderabad-Gorakhpur
Express special train scheduled
to run from Secunderabad on
October 11 (Sunday) instead of
running on Balharshah-Itarsi-
B i n a - B h i m s e n - K a n p u r
Central-Barabanki will be run
on the changed route i.e.
N i z a m a b a d - M u d k h e d -
Pimpalkhuti-Majri Junction.
Consequently, the train will not
stop at Kazipet Junction,
Ramagudam, Mancherial,

Belampalli, Sirpur Kagaznagar,
Balharshah and Chandrapur
stations. On the other hand, the
02589 Gorakhpur-
Secunderabad Express special
train scheduled to run from
Gorakhpur on October 13
(Tuesday) instead of its sched-
uled route i.e. Barabanki-
Kanpur Central, Bhimsen-
Bina, Itarsi-Balharshah will be
run on the changed route i.e.
Majri Junction-Pimpalkhuti-
Mudkhed-Nizamabad. As a
result this train not stop at
Chandrapur, Ballarshah, Sirpur
Kagaznagar, Belampalli,
Mancherial, Ramagudam and
Kazipet Junction stations.         
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The railway administra-
tion keeping the convenience of
passengers in mind is resum-
ing the movement of

82501/82502 Lucknow Jn-New
Delhi-Lucknow Jn Tejas
Express from October 17. This
train will be run six days a
week, except Tuesday. The
82501 Lucknow Junction- New
Delhi Tejas Express will depart
from Lucknow Jn at 06:10
hours, from Kanpur Central at
07:25 hours, from Ghaziabad at
11:47 hours and reach New
Delhi at 12:25 hours. On the
other hand, during the return
journey the 82502 New Delhi-
Lucknow Jn Tejas Express will
depart from New Delhi at
15:35 hours, from Ghaziabad at
16:11 hours, from Kanpur
Central at 20.40 hours and
arrive at Lucknow Jn at 22.05
hours. A total of 12 coaches will
be attached in this train, includ-
ing nine of air-conditioned
chair car, one  of air-condi-
tioned executive chair car and
two generator vans, CPRO PK
Singh said.  
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The Ramgarh Tal police
arrested two youths along

with seven stolen motorcycles
from Hanuman Mandir
Rampur Tiraha. The arrested
accused were identified as Alok
Mishra and Prabhunath
Prasad, a resident of Bhiti
Khoria village under the Khajni
police station, SSP Joginder
Kumar and SP (City) Dr
Kaustubh said at the press con-
ference that Ramgarh SHO
Anil Singh and sub-inspectors

(S-Is) Manish Kumar Yadav
and Bhagwat Chaudhary were
on patrol when they tipped off
by an informer that some

youths are talking about selling
stolen bikes near Hanuman
temple Rampur trijunction.
Taking the information seri-
ously, the police reached the
spot and apprehended the two
youths. During interrogation,
they confessed their involve-
ment in incident of thefts and
then on clues provided by
them the police recovered
seven stolen motorbikes. A
case of vehicle theft has been
registered against Alok in
Gorakhpur and Sant Kabir
Nagar districts. 
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Kanpur Nagar reported 112
more coronavirus positive

cases on Thursday evening.
Chief  Medical Officer Dr

Anil K Mishra said that 112
more people had tested positive
for coronavirus infection
between Wednesday evening
and Thursday evening taking
the tally of confirmed cases to
26,397 cases. He said three
COVID-19 deaths in the city
pushed the toll to 698 on
Thursday evening. 

The CMO said with 19
COVID-19 patients cured in
hospitals the cured figure in the
city was 6771 and at present
2945 active cases were under-
going treatment. Dr Mishra
said 5,644 samples were sent for
testing in the city.
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District Magistrate Alok
Tiwari has cautioned the

people of Kanpur Nagar to
remain alert as the second
wave of coronavirus pandem-
ic in prominent cities of India
and across the world has been
more severe and lowering the
guard  now could prove cost-
ly. 

He said keeping this in
view, social distancing and
wearing mask was the most
effective tool to evade infec-
tion. 

The district magistrate said
it was quite encouraging that
the fight against COVID-19 in
the city limits was effective and
successful, as in the past cou-
ple of days it had been
observed that there was a
decline in the number of new

cases.
He appealed to the people

to continue with the same
vigil and alertness so that the
people of Kanpur Nagar may
not once again be infected by
the novel coronavirus. 

Tiwari said the raids on
government and private hos-
pitals would continue. He said
pathologies and medical oxy-
gen suppliers were being strict-
ly monitored. 

The district magistrate
made a surprise inspection of
Kanshiram Hospital on
Thursday to take feedback of
its working and the presence of
doctors and the static magis-
trates.

He later told news persons
that 15 patients were found in
the ICU, nine in the HDU and
around 50 in the isolation
ward of Kanshiram Hospital. 

Tiwari said the hospital
management had been direct-
ed to provide quality treatment
to all the indoor patients and
ensure that there was no
COVID-19 death. He said an
anaesthetist was required to be
present in the hospital round-
the-clock along with special-
ists, especially chest specialist. 

The district magistrate
directed the hospital officials to
keep dengue patients in a sep-
arate ward. He was informed
by the hospital authorities that
a six-bed ward had been ear-
marked for dengue patients. 

Tiwari directed the chief
medical superintendent to take
rounds of the wards and ensure
that there was perfect cleanli-
ness and no stagnant water on
the hospital premises. 

Tiwari directed the chief
medical officer to ensure reg-

ular spray of anti-larvae chem-
icals and to set up two special
teams, one for urban and the
second for rural areas, for this
work. He pointed out that
dengue cases had emerged
more in semi-urban and rural
areas and later spread in the
urban areas.

The district magistrate
later summoned all officials,
staff and employees at the col-
lectorate and administered
oath to them for the control of
spread of COVID-19. He also
asked them to always use face
mask or face cover in public
places, to maintain a distance
of six feet from others and reg-
ularly wash hands with soap
and also use sanitisers at places. 

He said if anyone devel-
oped symptoms of COVID-19,
then one should get tested for
coronavirus infection.
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Hookah bar visitors were a
potential threat to spread

of coronavirus infection. A
raid carried out on Wednesday
on a hookah parlour being
covertly run in Jagaipurwa
under Chakeri police station
brought to fore that several of
its visitors who developed
symptoms had tested positive
for coronavirus infection.

Chakeri police station
incharge Ravi Srivastava said
on a tip-off from a doctor, the
hookah bar was raided and
nearly half-a-dozen people
were found to be smoking
hookah. They were arrested
and later released on personal
bond.

Additional Chief Medical
Officer Dr Dinesh Kumar said
that smoking doubled the risk
of having severe COVID-19.
He said damage to the lungs
from hookah was similar to the
damage caused by COVID-19.
He added that both hookah
smoke and the COVID-19
virus attacked the inner
lining of the lungs and the
damage to lung cells and
inflammation of the tissue
weakened the lungs ability to
fight off infection.  

He said if lungs were
already damaged from hookah
and other tobacco products, it
made it easier for the virus to
invade the lung tissue, cause
more severe symptoms and
increase the risk of death.

Dr Kumar said lung
inflammation and cell damage
had been seen among hookah
users after only a single session
and added that hookah use
damaged alveoli, the delicate air
sacs that brought oxygen to the
lungs. 

He said similarly COVID-
19 also targeted the lining of
the alveoli that led to inflam-
mation and difficulty in breath-
ing. 

The ACMO said those who
were around hookah were also
exposed to pollutants in second
hand hookah smoke that dam-
aged the lungs.

Dr Kumar said the mouth-
piece, the hose and the water in
the hookah could harbour and
transmit bacteria from one
user to another when the
hookah was shared and this
was a serious indicator that the
COVID-19 virus could also
spread through hookah sharing
in the same way.
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The government has
approved the Rural

Entrepreneurship and Women
Development Project and sanc-
tioned a sum of � 35 lakh. 

Chhatrapati Shahu Ji
Maharaj University, Kanpur,
will extend its expertise to set
up industries and also impart
training, especially to women
entrepreneurs. 

The university will also
set up a centre for women stud-
ies to provide guidance, direc-
tion and help on setting up
industries in the rural areas.
The project will take off soon.

This was stated by CSJMU
Vice Chancellor Dr Neelima
Gupta while addressing a vir-
tual session on Wednesday.
She said the government stress
was now on rural development. 
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Kanpur Divisional
Commissioner Raj

Shekhar has directed officials to
give top priority to revenue col-
lection and has warned that
officials who fail to meet the
targets will be answerable.

Reviewing the perfor-
mance of various departments
and the progress of the projects
of the district in Auraiya on
Thursday, Shekhar pointed out
that there were many com-
plaints about land-grabbing by
land sharks and ordered strong
and exemplary action against
them.

He said it was a matter of
concern that the road were in
a shabby condition  and direct-
ed the  officials to make it pot-
hole-free by November 15.

He directed the medical
authorities to ensure that the
blood bank was made opera-
tional in the next one month.
He said the priority was to
make ready the 10-bed ICU of
Level-2 Covid facility with full
piped oxygen supply by
October 15 without fail. 

He directed the district
magistrate and the district
police chief to personally mon-
itor and follow-up the crime
cases, FIRs regarding illegal
mining and illicit liquor. 

He directed the police offi-
cials concerned to ensure that

the arms register in each police
station was updated and its
field verification was done in
the next one week.

Shekhar also directed the
district magistrate to get all
government land identified
and located in every village. He
said encroachments of any
kind on government land and
its illegal transfer and mutation
should be dealt with legal
action and follow-up. 

He said all the uncontest-

ed virasat mutation cases
(Provision of PA 11) be done
for all eligible farmers by
November 15 and full report be
presented at the commission-
erate office.

Shekhar inspected the
Level-2 Covid facilities at the
100-bed hospital and interact-
ed with doctors, nurses and
paramedics. He later visited the
construction site of
Bundelkhand Expressway.  It
may be mentioned here that

around 45 km of the express-
way would pass through
Auraiya district.

The divisional commis-
sioner said that as per the
Uttar Pradesh Expressways
Industrial Development
Authority (UPEIDA) the work
was to be completed by
October 2021. He said all
efforts should be made to
achieve the targets in time. 
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Afutile attempt was made to
rob cash from an ATM

near Shyam Nagar police out-
post under Chakeri police sta-
tion early Thursday morning. 

After cutting the ATM,
when miscreants were trying to
remove the cash, the alarm
rang up forcing them to flee.

The police have started
investigation. However, the
incident exposed the alertness
of local police. 

According to reports, an
ATM of Central Bank of India
is installed outside the bank’s
branch situated about 100
metres from Shyam Nagar
police outpost. Around 4 am
on Thursday, miscreants broke

the two CCTV cameras of the
ATM. Thereafter, they discon-
nected the external dispenser

from the cabin. However, when
they tried to dismantle the
cash channel, alarm sounded.

This forced the miscreants to
flee the spot. 

After the alarm alerted the
bank officers, they informed
the police at Dial 112 and the
cops from Shyam Nagar out-
post rushed to the spot and
examined the ATM. The bank
officials also reached the spot
and found the cash in tact. 

Bank’s surveillance engi-
neer Shailendra Singh said
with the help of electronic sur-
veillance, the bank officers
were immediately alerted in the
event of any mishandling with
the ATMs. 

Shyam Nagar police out-
post incharge Pawan Singh
said with the help of CCTV
footage, the miscreants would
be nabbed.
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KOCHI: A widely respected
intellectual in Kerala who in
2019 wrote a book eulogising
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has alleged that the Covid-19
pandemic has led to the throt-
tling of democratic vales in
India. “Political leadership of
the country has lost its sense of
imagination and democratic
values have been violated all
over India,” writes R
Balashankar, author of the
widely acclaimed book
Narendra Modi-Creative
Disruptor.

Balashankar, who was
heading  the intellectual cell of
the BJP does not mince words
while describing the present
scenario in India. “The word
which we hear regularly is that
of social distancing. The strict
enforcement of social distanc-
ing has led to the creation of
more than 130 crore jail cells,
each cell inhabited by each
Indian. “The official declara-

tion that coming 
together of individuals and
close contacts between persons
are not desirable has done lot
of irreparable damage to our
culture,” Balashankar wrote in
the recent issue of
“Kalakaumudi”, a Malayalam
weekly known for its Left-of-
the-Centre stance.

Balashankar, the former
chief editor of RSS mouthpiece
Organiser reminds the readers
that Amit Shah during his
tenure as party president had
diligently followed the Mass
Contact Campaigns all over
India to enlist maximum num-
ber of persons in the BJP and
also Maha Sadasyatha Abhiyan
, through which he held per-
sonal interaction with grassroot
level workers of the party. 

“But everything has gone
awry and the BJP has become
an inaccessible entity. The first
lesson taught in the war against
Covid-19 was the necessity to

observe social distancing even
between close family relations.
This is unheard of,”
Balashankar wrote.

He reminds readers that
before the announcement of
total lockdown in the last week
of March, there were just 2000
patients and a causality of 200
in the country. Now after the
series of lockdowns, which
hurt all sections of the society,
India has more than 6.5 million
Covid-19 cases and more than
1.1 lakh fatalities. “What we see
is the sight of gate keepers,
policemen, bureaucrats and
officials spread across housing
colonies to banks to govern-
ment offices turning them-
selves into dictators,” writes
Balashankar.

It is a known fact that
there are four pillars of democ-
racy. “Ours is a society which
has always held creative expres-
sion and freedom of expression
as sacred. But now it has

become a cardinal sin to speak
anything against the war on
Covid-19. All those in power
speak the language of war.
What kind of war is this?
Whom are you waging war
against? Those who speak the
language of war should under-
stand that in all wars there
would be winners.

But this war would not
have winners or losers.
Humanity itself is the loser,”
signs of the author.

Balashankar reminds the
powers that be about the beau-
ty of Gita Govinda, a poetic
work by the 12th century poet
Jyadeva in which he delin-
eates the love of Lord Krishna
for Radha. Gita Govinda is a
work exhorting love as a cele-
bration and that too boundless
love and celebration. The melo-
dious lyrics gave rise to a series
of choreographic works in
many classical dance forms in
the sub continent.                     
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There were 90,579 Covid-19 patients
across Kerala on Thursday, accord-

ing to the Department of Health,
Government of Kerala. The State on
Thursday diagnosed 5,445 new patients
while 24 deaths were confirmed due to
the pandemic.

The death tally in the State till date
on account of Covid-19 reached 930.
The only report that offered comfort to
the population was the number of per-

sons who recovered from the pandem-
ic on a single day-7003. This is the high-
est number of recoveries made in a sin-
gle day till date.

Neighbouring Tamil Nadu diag-
nosed 5,088 new Covid-19 patients on
Thursday.  There were 44,437 active
patients across Tamil Nadu as on
Thursday while the State recorded 68
deaths. Death toll reached 10,052 on
Thursday. Chennai recorded 1,295 new
patients while the other districts
remained  static as far as number of new
patients are concerned.
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The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) will release

a dynamic, impact-based cyclone
warning system, aimed at min-
imising economic losses and dam-
age to property due to the cyclones
that hit Indian coasts every year. 

There were 21 depressions,
eight cyclonic storms, six severe
cyclonic storms, six very severe
cyclonic storms, four extremely
severe cyclonic storms in
2019.Presently, a low pressure is
predicted to form over north
Andaman Sea and adjoining Bay
of Bengal around October 9 and
11.  With improved technology
and increased use of satellite-
guided data in recent years, IMD
has managed to better forecast
cyclones and issue warnings.The
post-monsoon months of October
and November offer favourable sea
conditions for the occurrence of
cyclonic storms, which mainly
affect the livelihoods of people of
coastal Andhra Pradesh, Odisha
and West Bengal.IMD organized
an on-line pre-cyclone exercise
meeting on October 6 to review
the preparedness, take stock of
requirements, plan for the cyclone
season October-December, 2020
and share new initiatives with
stakeholders.Speaking on 'Chasing
the Cyclones' at an event, IMD

Director General Mrutunjay
Mohapatra  said the new system
will give specific warnings.  For
instance, if a district is to be hit by
winds up to 160 kmph, it will warn
about the kind of infrastructure
that is likely to be damaged and
these can be mapped. 

Under the system, location or
district-specific tailored warnings,
which factor in the local popula-
tion, infrastructure, settlements,
land use and other elements, will
be prepared and disseminated.
All disaster management agencies
will make extensive use of carto-
graphic, geological and hydrolog-
ical data available for the district
concerned.

He also informed the stake-
holders about various mobile apps
launched by IMD including
Damini for lightning forecast,
Mausam & Umang for weather
forecast including cyclone warn-
ing and Meghdoot for agromete-
orological advisories. 

Until now, the IMD gave
warnings about the kind of dam-
age expected during a cyclone.
Climatologically, Bay of Bengal
and Arabian Sea normally experi-
ence five cyclones annually - one
over Arabian Sea and four over the
Bay of Bengal. Out of five cyclones,
one develops during pre-mon-
soon season and four post mon-
soon.
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The National Investigation Agency (NIA)
has arrested a business analyst with a

bank in Chennai and a rich merchant in
connection with the Bengaluru ISIS mod-
ule case.On Wednesday, the NIA arrested
business analyst Ahamed Abdul Cader, 40,
of Ramanathpuram, Tamil Nadu and the
merchant Irfan Nasir, 33, of Frazer Town
in Bengaluru. 

The case was registered suo-moto by
NIA on September 19, 2020 after certain
incriminating facts emerged about a
Bengaluru-based ISIS module during the
investigation of Islamic State Khorasan
Province (ISKP) case.One Dr Abdur
Rahman alias Dr Brave of Bengaluru was
arrested in the ISKP case. During his exam-
ination, names of his associates surfaced
who had travelled to Syria in 2013-2014 to
join ISIS, the NIA said in a statement here
on Thursday.

“Further investigation resulted in bust-
ing of a module wherein it was revealed that
accused Cader, Nasir and their associates
were members of Hizb-ut-Tehrir, and
they had formed a group called ‘Quran
Circle’ which radicalized gullible Muslim
youth in Bengaluru and funded their visit
to conflict zone in Syria to aid and assist
the ISIS terrorists,” it said.

“Based on this, the NIA registered RC-

33/2020/NIA/DLI dated September 19,
2020 under sections 120-B (criminal con-
spiracy) and 125 (waging war against any
Asiatic Power in alliance with the
Government of India) of the Indian Penal
Code and relevant provisions of the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act
against the accused persons for having affil-
iation with the banned terrorist organiza-
tion ISIS/ISIL/Daesh and for entering into
a conspiracy to radicalize and motivate
Muslim youth of Bengaluru to join ISIS,
and  for raising  funds to facilitate their trav-
el to Syria,” it further said.Cader, Nasir and
their associates played a “very significant”
role in radicalization of the members of the
Group and arranged funds  through dona-
tions and own sources for visit of accused
Abdur Rahman (accused in ISKP case) and
other Muslim youth of Bengaluru to Syria
to join ISIS. Two of such youth got killed
in Syria, the agency claimed.

Searches were conducted at the premis-
es of Cader and Nasir in Gurappana Palya
and Frazer Town in Bengaluru on
Wednesday. During the searches, incrim-
inating materials and electronic devices
have been seized, it said.Both the accused
were produced before Special NIA Court,
Bengaluru and 10 days’ NIA Custody has
been granted for interrogation. Further
investigation in the case is continuing to
unearth the larger conspiracy, it added. ����� -	%�(	01 

Senior BJP leader and
Union Law Minister

R avishankar Prasad on
Thursday accused the TMC-
led-government in West
Bengal of “throttling” the
voice of dissent in the  state
and  resorting to suppression
of  legitimate political oppo-
sition “even by killing”.

He claimed that  in
the last two-three years, 115
BJP workers have been killed
without inviting “any authen-
tic action” from the state
police.

Prasad condemned  the
“barbaric police attack” on
the BJP march  to the state
secretariat in which, he said
around 1500 workers and
many senior party office
bearers were injured and hos-
pitalised when they were

undertaking a “peaceful
protest” . 

He even alleged: 'I have
been told that the water
(water cannons) had some
chemical in it which is why
people have been vomiting.''
Prasad said outside West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamta
Banerjee  speaks about pre-
serving  democracy and free-
dom but back home  she was
not allowing any space to the
opposition  voice.

“Besides the BJP even
CPM members are also being
beaten ..”, he said and quoted
past incidents when even
then BJP president Amit
Shah’s helicopter was “not
allowed to land” and  last
minute “changes” were made
in the Prime Minister’s meet-
ing venue.Prasad said despite
the state violence, BJP has 
won 18 Lok Sabha seats and

would form the next  
government in the state as “
people are yearning  for a
change” .He took to task the
‘liberals’ who he said keep
their mouth shut on the ‘anti-
democratic actions’ in West
Bengal, Kerala  or Rajasthan
but speak aloud when inci-
dents  took place in the BJP-
ruled  Uttar Pradesh where
the state government “not
only allowed opposition to
visit the village in Hathras but
on its own  also sought a
“Supreme Court monitored
probe” into the alleged mur-
der of a girl .

Not keen to field  queries
on Lok Janshakti Party’s rela-
t ionship with the BJP,  
Prasad said BJP leaders in
Bihar have made it amply
clear that BJP-JDU-VIP alone
are partners in the NDA 
alliance. 
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KOCHI: Claims by Smitha Menon,
the controversial Kochi woman
who had accompanied Union
Minister of State for External
Affairs to the Indian Ocean Rim
Association Council of Ministers
held at Abu Dhabi in November
2019 has created more questions.
“Menon claims that she has a
masters degree in mass communi-
cations and has been working as
media professional since 2007. If she
had gone to Abu Dhabi to report

to the media back home about the IORA meeting, why
should she take the approval of the minister for the press
release which she prepared?” asked Salim Madavoor, the
RTI activist who is pursuing the case. The contention of
Salim is that Muraleedharan has violated diplomatic pro-
tocol by including a public relations executive in  the Indian
team that took part in the IORA meeting. But the Indian
embassy in UAE had informed Salim that Smitha Menon
was not a member of the official delegation. It also revealed
that no media in Kerala had carried the report or release
sent by Menon, who has been appointed as the general
secretary of Mahila Morach’s Kerala wing since then. Kerala
BJP chief said on Thursday that she was appointed as
Mahila Morcha official at his instance and the minister
does not have any role in it. PNS
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Reaching out to the families of three labourers, killed in the
Amshipora area of Shopian on July 18, Lt- Governor Manoj

Sinha on Thursday visited Tarkassi village in Rajouri to con-
vey the message of Prime Minister Narendra Modi  that the
government stands with them in this hour of grief.

Lt Governor Manoj Sinha trekked through the dusty
approach road using a walking stick. 

He was  accompanied by one of his senior advisors, Farooq

Khan, Divisional Commissioner, Jammu  Sanjeev Verma and
Inspector General of Police, Jammu range, Mukesh Singh.

Lt-Governor was seated inside the unconstruction home
of one of the labourers in the remote village where close rela-
tives of all three labourers were present.

Expressing condolences with the families, the Lt Governor
said that the UT Government will extend full support to them
and assured that justice would be ensured in the case.

He also conveyed the message of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi  that the government stands with the aggrieved families
in the hour of grief, and they will be taken care of with all sup-
port from the government.

Earlier, the Lt Governor while addressing local population
at Peeri on the sidelines of the ongoing Back to Village pro-
gram observed that main objective of his visit to the remote
village was to assure the people that Constitution of India is
supreme; Government is with the people, and justice and equal-
ity shall be ensured by the government.
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Agra: Fifty six fresh coronavirus cases
were reported in Agra in the last 24 hours
taking the total number to 6,110, the state
authorities said on Thursday.

District Magistrate P.N. Singh said so
far 5,436 had recovered, while the num-
ber of active cases now was 545. The
number of samples in the district has
gone up to 2,07,022.

Though the daily Covid-19 sample
tests continue to remain around 2,500,
there has been some respite in the num-
bers of new cases which in September
had gone up abnormally high.

With the rising graph of seasonal
viral fever, dengue, and flu, doctors in
Agra have advised patients not to rush
for Covid tests, but consult family doc-
tors or go to government clinics first.

Doctors said, “Patients with fever
should first get the opinion of their fam-
ily doctors before rushing for Covid-19
tests.” IANS
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As the drug companies race
to develop the vaccine for

the deadly coronavirus, the
Government has started
exploring the possibility of
engaging even food delivery
start-ups such as Swiggy and
Zomato that can stock and dis-
tribute the medicine quickly
across the country. At the same
time it is also exploring possi-
ble cold storage facilities with
public and private sector enti-
ties in the pharma, food pro-
cessing and agro business.

A draft scheme for the
vaccine distribution is likely to
be released next week, sources
in the Union Health Ministry
said adding the online food
delivery companies can play a
big role in vaccine distribution.

Earlier this week, Union
Health Minister Harsh Vardhan
had said the Government
expects to receive and utilise
400-500 million vaccine doses
for Covid-19, and cover approx-
imately 20-25 crore people by
July 2021 while Dr Randeep
Guleria, Director of the AIIMS
had said that the vaccine might
be available from January end.

At least one domestic and
three foreign vaccines are like-
ly to be available to India in the
coming months. Most of the
vaccine candidates will require
a cold supply chain, with tem-
peratures that can go well below

zero degree celsius, though
most need to be kept at between
2 and 8 degrees celsius.

According to the Ministry,
there are more than 27,000 func-
tional cold chain points of which
750 (3 per cent) are located at the
district level and above. The rest
are located below the district
level. This includes 76,000 cold
chain ‘equipment’, 2.5 million
health workers, and 55,000 cold
chain staff.

Majority of vaccine candi-
dates are in liquid form except
a few freeze-dried products.
They are to be administered
through intramuscular injec-
tion/ route and requirement
will be a two-dose regimen.

The majority of vaccine
candidates would be available
in multi-dose vials (2.5, 10, 20,
and 50 doses per vial). An esti-
mation of cold chain space
needed for vaccines has been
made considering 18 per cent
of the population would need
to be covered within six

months, they said, adding that
both the current temperature
ranges (+2 to +8 degrees celsius
and -15 to -20 degrees celsius)
have been considered for the
scenario to account for ade-
quate storage in either condi-
tion, as per sources.

They said there will be a
temporary requirement (2-3
months) of surge capacity for
large cold storage at the
state/regional level to store and
distribute large incoming quan-
tities of the vaccine.

Cold chain capacity needs
to be augmented most in Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra, West
Bengal, Rajasthan, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Gujarat,
Kerala, Telangana, Delhi,
Assam, Jharkhand, Punjab and
Odisha. Most of the Southern
States are doing well in cold
storage facilities.

States have also been asked
to make a robust plan for vac-
cine storage and distribution by
October 15.
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Against the backdrop of
ongoing tension at the Line

of Actual Control (LAC) in
Ladakh, IAF chief RKS
Bhadauria said on Thursday his
force is ready for any challenge
and has “clearly” demonstrat-
ed its operational capability in
prompt deployment when the
stand-offs started. 

Making these observations
in his address to the IAF on the
occasion of the 88th anniver-
sary at the Hindon airbase,
Ghaziabad, he said the actions
during the last few months also
showed the IAF’s resolve and
will to engage with the adver-
sary whenever the need arises.

Incidentally, addressing the
annual conference ahead of the
Air Force Day two days back,
the IAF chief had also assert-
ed saying “there is no question
that China can get better of us”
when asked about the Chinese
air power. 

Addressing the force on
Thursday, Bhadauria also
assured the nation that the
force will evolve and be ever
ready to safeguard the nation’s
sovereignty and interests in all
circumstances.

Talking about security
challenges in eastern Ladakh,
the Chief, who inspected the
Air Force Day parade, said: “I

would like to commend all
warriors for the quick response,
in the recent stand-off on our
northern frontiers, when we
deployed our combat assets at
short notice to handle any
eventuality, and provided
proactive support to 
all the requirements of deploy-
ment and sustenance for the
Indian Army.” 

The IAF chief said the
evolving threat matrix in the
region is becoming complex
and it mandates a greater need
to have a strong air force to
fight across domains and the
entire spectrum of warfare.
Bhadauria said disruptive tech-
nologies and easy access to low
cost options like drones are
increasingly demanding greater
attention to the sub-conven-
tional domain.

The recent induction of
state-of-the-art Rafale,
Chinook and Apache aircraft
have added significantly to our
combat capability over our

adversaries on the battlefield,
Bhadauria said. “Our offensive
strike capability has been
honed further, with upgrada-
tion of our aircraft with
weapons and sensors, ably sup-
ported by a networked decision
making matrix,” he added.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh greeted the IAF on its
foundation day and said the
government is committed to
enhance its combat capability.  

“The nation is proud of its
men and women in blue and
salutes the prowess of the IAF
as it stands ready to face chal-
lenges and deter adversaries.
We remain committed to
enhancement of IAF’s 
combat capability through
modernisation and indigeni-
sation,” he said.

To mark the day, the IAF
carried out a spectacular air
display at the event showcasing
its vintage aircraft and modern
fleet including the newly
inducted Rafale jets.
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The Congress on Thursday
alleged that the Narendra

Modi Government changed
the policy for the export of iron
ore to facilitate “theft” of Rs
12,000 crore in export duty
since 2014. The Opposition
party further claimed that the
actual penalty for violation of
the iron ore export rules on the
private players would amount
to nearly Rs 2 lakh crore.

Congress spokesperson
Pawan Khera alleged that this
policy for the export of iron ore
was altered in a hurry right
after Prime Minister Modi
took charge.

“In 2014, the Steel Ministry
of India removed the 64% Fe
concentration cap on iron ore
and along with that gave
Kudremukh Iron Ore Company
Limited (KIOCL) the permis-
sion to export iron ore to coun-
tries like China, Taiwan, South
Korea, Japan,” he said.

Congress has demanded
that the Modi government
make the names of the private
players, who violated the rules
and indulged in export of iron
ore pellets, public. It has also
questioned as to whether any
action was initiated against
the Steel Ministry officials

“who allowed illegal export to
take place”.

Notably, the KIOCL is an
enterprise which comes under
the Ministry of Steel and was
formed in 1976 for the mining
and processing of low grade
iron ore.   

Before 2014, only the
Metals and Minerals Trading
Corporation of India (MMTC)
was allowed to export iron ore,
and an export duty of 30% was
imposed on such trading.
Notably, the MMTC — in
which the Indian government
has an 89% share — was
allowed to export only iron ore
with 64% concentration of iron.

Congress further alleged
that a new policy on the export
of iron ore was drawn under
which “it was decided that
iron ore exports will continue
to have a 30% duty on them;
however if the same iron ore is
made into pellets and export-
ed as pellets then there would
be no duty on these exports.”
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New Delhi: President Ram
Nath Kovind on Thursday said
the nation has lost a visionary
leader in the demise of Union
Minister Ram Vilas Paswan.

Paswan was the voice of the
oppressed, and championed
the cause of the marginalised,
Kovind said condoling his
demise. “In the demise of
Union Minister Ram Vilas
Paswan, the nation has lost a
visionary leader. He was among
the most active and longest-
serving members of parlia-
ment. He was the voice of the
oppressed, and championed
the cause of the marginalized,”
the President tweeted.

“A firebrand socialist in
youth, mentored by the likes of
Jayaprakash Narayan during
anti-Emergency movement,
Paswan ji had enviable rapport
with masses and he ardently
strove for their welfare.
Condolences to his family and
supporters,” Kovind said in
another tweet. PTI

Patna: Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar, his deputy Sushil
Kumar Modi and RJD president
Lalu Prasad on Thursday con-
doled the death of 
Union Minister Ram Vilas
Paswan in Delhi. Paswan (74),
who was the Lok Janshakti Party
patron, had undergone a heart
surgery at a hospital in the
national Capital a few days ago.

His son Chirag Paswan
informed about his demise. A
veteran dalit leader, Paswan
was the Minister for Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution. He was born on
July 5, 1946 in Khagaria district
of Bihar. The Bihar Chief
Minister in his condolence
message said “Paswan was a big
signature in the Indian politics.”

He highlighted Paswan’s

start of political innings with a
win in the Bihar legislative
assembly election in 1969.
Paswan hit the national head-
lines after a thumping victory
from Hajipur Parliamentary
constituency for the first time
in 1977, he said.

Fondly remembering his
old ties with the veteran leader,
Kumar said “I am personally
pained by his death.”  Jailed
RJD supremo Lalu Prasad,
who has known Paswan since
the 1970s when the former was
a student leader and the latter
a young member of the Bihar
assembly, offered his condo-
lences on his twitter handle.

“Shocked by the news of
the death of Ram Vilas bhai
(brother). Memories of an
unbroken friendship that last-

ed for 45 years, during which
we waged various social and
political battles, are floating
before my eyes. Ram Vilas
bhai, you left us too soon.

“I am unable to say much
more. Om Shanti!”, tweeted
Prasad who was also Paswans
cabinet colleague in the UPA-
1 government.      Deputy Chief
Minister Sushil Kumar Modi, a
senior BJP leader who was
like Prasad a dynamic student
leader in the 1970s, also
recalled his decades old rela-
tionship with Ram Vilas
Paswan. “He left an indelible
imprint as a minister who held
numerous portfolios in his
career. The people of Bihar can
never forget his contributions.

“He was a Dalit leader who
took all sections of the society

along, a reason why he enjoyed
the support of the OBCs and the
upper castes as well”, Modi said
in his condolence message.
Former CM Rabri Devi and her
son Tejashwi Yadav also con-
doled the death of Paswan and
recalled his close ties with their
family. PTI 

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday
condoled the passing away of
Union Minister Ram Vilas
Paswan, saying there is a void
in the nation that will perhaps
never be filled.

Paswan died on Thursday
at the age of 74. Reacting to
Paswan’s demise, the Prime

Minister said, “I am saddened
beyond words. There is a void
in our nation that will perhaps
never be filled.” “Shri Ram
Vilas Paswan Ji’s demise is a
personal loss. I have lost a
friend, valued colleague and
someone who was extremely
passionate to ensure every poor
person leads a life of dignity,”

he said.
Hailing the Lok Janshakti

Party patron for his rise in pol-
itics through hardwork and
determination, Modi said as a
young leader, Paswan resisted
“tyranny and the assault on our
democracy during the
Emergency”.

PTI
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New Delhi: A helicopter of the Indian Air Force made a pre-
cautionary landing in an open field in Saharanpur, Uttar
Pradesh’s on Thursday.  The precautionary landing was made
after the Dhruv Advance light helicopter(ALH) developed a
technical snag in-flight during a routine training mission, the
Air Force said.
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Ihave previously written on
how policing developed
around the world. It is
often believed, though
incorrectly, that the police

and investigating agencies have
been around forever and that
they were always set up with the
aim of maintaining law and
order. History, however, is rarely
this linear and the history of
policing even more so. In the
United States, for example, polic-
ing in the 17th and early 18th
centuries was different for the
North and the South. In its early
form, policing was mostly a for-
profit venture, where people
were hired to protect business
interests, including ventures of
gambling and prostitution.
Ironically enough, these police-
men were typically criminals or
thugs. In the South, these
“police” forces were typically
employed as “slave patrols”, who
took strict and swift action
against slaves who tried to
protest against their owners.
These private police forces even-
tually took the form of a public-
funded police force, but even this
step was prompted by merchants
and people in power to subsidise
the cost of protection. The police
forces, in effect, were funded by
many but became agents of the
few. 

As time passed and democra-
cies flourished, with more peo-
ple participating in the law-
making process, the police was
reined in through an elected
Government that passed laws to
regulate its conduct. The judicia-
ry ensured such laws were
adhered to and the Press high-
lighted the abuse of power. At
least, that is how a functional
democracy is meant to work.
However, as the horrific Hathras
rape-murder case shows, a differ-
ent standard seems to apply to
Uttar Pradesh. 

In Hathras, a small village in
UP, a 19-year-old girl from the
Dalit community was reported-
ly gang-raped with her body
left broken into pieces. Instead of
standing with the victim of this
heinous crime, allegedly commit-
ted by members of the “upper
caste” society, the pain caused to
the poor girl’s family has only
been compounded by the mis-
handling of processes by the UP
Government. Even a cursory
glance at the events that have fol-

lowed since this horrific inci-
dent shows that while one may
be aware of the pathetic state
of affairs in India’s largest
State, one didn’t realise just
how lawless and perhaps more
significantly apathetic Yogi
Adityanath’s Government is. 

Let us first deal with the
complete absence of law and
order. There has been no clear
explanation or rationale pro-
vided by the State
Government on why exactly
the police and the authorities,
who were present there,
ensured that the body of the
deceased was cremated before
dawn. The victim of this
tragedy was not only the poor
girl, whose body was charred,
but also the parents who were
not even allowed to cremate
their daughter in peace. Why
was this done? The explana-
tion given by the State is that
this move was imperative to
ensure that “law and order”
was preserved in the State.
This would mean that the
police can tomorrow stop you
from cremating your loved
ones as per your tradition
because it believes it’s good for
law and order. The actions of
the State are far beyond law-
lessness and are firmly sacri-
legious. 

This act, in and of itself, is
worthy of strict judicial action.
One would think that the
pain and horror inflicted on
the poor family would stop
here. However, the State
Government once again
showed us that when it comes
to abuse of due process and
blatant disregard of the law, its

imagination is not inhibited
by the boundaries that mere
mortals like you and me are
constrained by. Only under
the present UP Government
can the victim’s family be
asked to undergo a narco-
analysis test. A practice that
involves drugging a subject to
reveal certain facts while he or
she is in a semi-conscious
state. A practice that has been
declared to have no legal
validity even when adminis-
tered on an accused of a
crime, forget the fact that the
Government wants to conduct
this test on the victim’s own
family. 

Now, let’s examine the spell-
binding television interview
given by UP Additional
Director General of Police
(Law and Order), Prashant
Kumar, where the officer of
the law told us that the foren-
sic report showed that the vic-
tim was not raped as the sam-
ples had no semen. Someone
needs to inform the woefully
unaware or blissfully compli-
ant ADG that the law on rape
does not actually require any
semen to be found and since
the Nirbhaya rape case, the
law has been explicit ly
changed to include circum-
stances where any form of
non-consensual penetration
of a woman can be classified
as rape. Last I checked, the
Indian Penal Code applies to
all of India, including UP,
though with each passing day
I am proved wrong. The ADG
is also possibly unaware that
the samples from the victim
on which he sought to rely

were received by the forensic
authority 11 days after she was
hospitalised and that as per
the Centre’s own guidelines,
the likelihood of finding such
direct evidence is greatly
reduced after 72 hours. 

The problem with state-
ments like this from the police
or the conduct of the admin-
istration, like the Hathras
District Magistrate, is that
people actually rely on decla-
rations made by individuals
who hold such authority.
When a police officer or a
bureaucrat says that some-
thing is legal or illegal on
national television, your
default instinct is to believe
him. Unlike people’s trust in
politicians, which tends to
vacillate, their trust in the
administration, which they
(perhaps naively) believe acts
in accordance with the law, is
still strong. This places a
greater responsibility on the
bureaucracy to act in accor-
dance with the law and the
Constitution. A responsibili-
ty that has been unashamed-
ly abdicated in this case.  

But how much can we
blame the administration if it
is made to fit the mould that
the party in power sets? The
cues given by the BJP through
its conduct are embarrassing.
Like the head of the IT cell of
the BJP, who shares videos of
a rape victim without blurring
her face even though this is
clearly against the law and
who talks (without provoca-
tion) on national television
about phone-tapping by the
State of reporters as if it is a
given. 

It is increasingly apparent
that the BJP thinks that the cit-
izens of this country are stupid
and are like sheep who will fol-
low where they are led by the
most incompetent of shep-
herds. This is why its leaders
throw the most ridiculous con-
spiracy theories at us, expect-
ing us to believe that a report-
ed incident of caste violence
and rape in Hathras is actual-
ly a foreign conspiracy. There
are almost 10 cases of rape in
UP every day, so as per the UP
Government, is only this one a
foreign conspiracy or are all of
these rapes conspiracies too? 

Enough is enough. The time
is now to tell the shepherd that
we are not sheep who will sit
idly by as the rule of law is sac-
rificed to protect the BJP’s
image. We need to say it loud
and clear that the same laws
that govern the rest of India
apply to UP and to each citizen,
irrespective of caste. Sooner or
later, they will get the memo.  

(The writer is a former IPS
officer, a former MP and cur-
rently a member of AAP)
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Sir — The Supreme Court on
October 7 said that protesters
cannot occupy public places
indefinitely as they cause incon-
venience for others. This verdict
was made on a batch of petitions
against the protests at Delhi’s
Shaheen Bagh, which had
become the epicentre of a civil
movement against the con-
tentious Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA). It was
on December 15 that at least 300
women, some of whom were
even in their 80s, started the sit-
in protest at Shaheen Bagh and
birthed a crusade. However, the
protesters had to vacate the site
in March when cases of COVID-
19 began rising. “Dissent and
democracy go hand in hand,” the
apex court observed, stressing
that protests must be allowed at
designated areas. It is true that
someone’s right to protest should
not interfere with the right to free
movement of others. However,
with an authoritarian
Government that does not allow
dissent, taking to the streets
seems the only way to get them
to listen to the public  it suppos-
edly represents. 

Bhagwan Thadani
Mumbai
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Sir — Atal Tunnel, the longest
highway tunnel at an altitude of
more than 10,000 ft, was inaugu-
rated by the Prime Minister on
October 3 and within days, it has
witnessed three accidents.
According to the Border Roads
Organisation’s chief engineer,
the accidents occurred due to
reckless driving. And many

tourists are said to have been tak-
ing selfies inside the tunnel.
Under these circumstances, the
District Magistrate of Kullu has
issued new guidelines, com-
pletely banning any unnecessary
movement in the tunnel’s emer-
gency exits. They have also
banned photography and
videography from 200 metres
before the south portal up to the
end of the tunnel. It is crucial that

people follow the new guidelines
and not endanger themselves or
others.

M Pradyu
Kannur
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Sir — There’s no denying that it
is China’s recent aggressive
behaviour in the Indo-Pacific
region that has brought the

Quad or the Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue, a multi-later-
al grouping comprising India,
US, Japan and Australia, togeth-
er. For long, it was believed that
China’s rise would strengthen
international rules and com-
merce in East Asia. However, on
the contrary, the Chinese leader-
ship clearly believes that it can
use the power differential it has
come to acquire to browbeat its
neighbours and make strategic
gains. This is precisely what we
are witnessing with China ram-
ming and sinking fishing boats
belonging to other nations in the
South China Sea and PLA troops
trying to nibble away Indian ter-
ritory along the Himalayas.
What’s needed is an effective
regional counterbalance to China
and this must be anchored by a
credible security partnership. It
assumes strategic significance
that all the Quad members now
have agreements among them-
selves that allow their militaries
to access each other’s bases and
coordinate closely. This needs to
be expanded to other East Asian
nations to resist China’s bullying.

Sadhasiva Reddy
Bengaluru
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Three new farm Acts were recently introduced
in the country. The most important of
these, the Farmers’ Produce Trade and

Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Act,
2020 is aimed at putting an end to the monopoly
of the Agriculture Produce Marketing Committee
(APMC) mandis. Earlier, under the 1964 APMC
Act, all the farmers were required to sell their pro-
duce at the Government-regulated mandis. The
arhatiya (middlemen) in such cases helped the
farmers in selling their crops to private companies
or Government agencies. While APMCs will con-
tinue to function, farmers will now have a wider
choice. But one of the powerful ways that growers
can serve as their own middlemen is through a
livelihood and development strategy that collectivis-
es the smaller primary producers into locally-man-
aged Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs)
which are then integrated into an inclusive value
chain. This is a sustainable, market-based approach
in which resources of member farmers (for exam-
ple, expertise and capital) are pooled to achieve
more together than they can individually. It
enables members see their work through an
entrepreneurial lens and confers economies of scale,
better marketing and distribution, more investable
funds and skills, greater bargaining power, access
to credit and insurance, sharing of assets and costs,
opportunities to upgrade skills and technology and
a safety net in times of distress. The best-known
example of an FPO is that of Amul (Gujarat
Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd),
which is a dairy cooperative with over three mil-
lion producer members.

In this model, thousands of scattered small
farms are systematically aggregated and provided
centralised services around production, post-har-
vest and marketing. This helps reduce transaction
costs of the farms for approaching value chains and
makes it easier for small farmers to access inputs,
technology and the market. It also opens oppor-
tunities to bring primary processing facilities clos-
er to the farm gates and helps producers gather mar-
ket intelligence and manage the value chain bet-
ter with digital agriculture tools. An FPO is a hybrid
between a private limited company and a cooper-
ative society. Hence one can see it enjoy the ben-
efits of professional management of a private lim-
ited company as well as reap the benefits of a coop-
erative society. 

Small-holder farmer producer groups are a key
medium to build scale on account of the confidence,
support and buyer/seller power they provide. They
are able to achieve economies of scale through post-
harvest infrastructure (collection, sorting, grading
facilities), establishment of integrated processing
units, refrigerated transportation, pre-cooling or
cold stores chambers, branding, labelling and pack-
aging, aggregation and transportation, assaying,
preconditioning, grading, standardising and other
interventions. The key benefit is the marketing sup-
port that links producers to mainstream markets
through aggregation of subsistence-level produce
into economic lots that can significantly raise the
share that peasants get from the money people pay
for their food.

The FPOs are owned and governed by share-
holder farmers and administered by professional
managers. They adopt all the good principles of
cooperatives, the efficient business practices of com-

panies and seek to address the inadequa-
cies of the cooperative structure. The best
way for these organisations is to leverage
their collective strength through a full
value chain from the farm to the fork. The
underlying principle is similar to that of
the full stack approach. This approach
makes the sponsor, catalyst or promot-
er responsible for every part of the expe-
rience. In short, it is a whole-farm sys-
tems approach. It creates a complemen-
tary support ecosystem that boosts farm
yields, reduces negative environmental
impacts and increases market access and
small-holder farmer incomes. It also pro-
vides sustainability interventions, includ-
ing sustainable irrigation products and
practices. Moreover, the value chain
uses a business approach in order to make
it viable.

Apart from the collective strength
that group synergy generates, the support
structures help in building the capacities
of producers to deal with input suppli-
ers, buyers, bankers, technical service
providers, development-promoting agen-
cies and the Government (for their enti-
tlements), among others. One of the
FPO’s important roles is linking farmers
to reliable and affordable sources of
financing in the funding ecosystem to
meet their working capital, infrastructure,
development and other needs. The col-
lective works to reorient the enabling
environment by influencing policies in
this direction. The extension services
available through the collectives include
augmenting farmer capacity through
agricultural best practices, agronomic
advice, training on use of bio-fertiliser,
pest management, modern harvesting
techniques and access to optimal envi-
ronmental practices. The success of a col-

lective hinges on many factors: The tech-
nical support it receives, its institution-
al base, social and professional compo-
sition, land access and cropping patterns
of members and adaptation of the model
to the local context. 

Sadly, rich farmers are significantly
more likely to participate than the less
privileged. They often become adminis-
trative members and use services sub-
stantially more for themselves than for
rank-and-file members. It is, thus, nec-
essary to strengthen democratic process-
es in these institutions.

Most promoters of the value chain
are now successfully using the sub-sec-
tor approach, which allows for a focus on
specific sub-sectors and helps in strength-
ening the ecosystem within which they
are able to transition from a comparative
to a competitive advantage. The value
chain also facilitates capacity building
support and use of modern tools includ-
ing technology that can help to improve
weather forecasting, agricultural process-
ing, soil health monitoring crop identi-
fication as well as damage control, and
mapping of available water resources.
Some of these collectives are using dig-
ital tools to make farming climate-
resilient, nutrition-sensitive and inclusive.
The farmers are also able to achieve
increase in the quantity, quality and con-
sistency of production of crops. For
achieving better scale, the value chain
needs to steward limited resources and
build production systems that natural sys-
tems can support over time. This logic
embraces the use of soil management
regimes that incorporate modest, target-
ed use of synthetic fertilisers to boost
farmer incomes and production without
affecting the quality of soil. The techni-

cal support is complemented by better
water management through rain water
harvesting and recharging of the ground
water table; introduction of multi-crop-
ping and diverse agro-based activities; use
of low-cost and small plot irrigation tech-
nologies, which are commercially viable
and environment-friendly. There is also
a need for a policy to pool land or
increase the size of holdings through col-
lective farming or some other way.
Consolidation of small-holders’ land
holdings through cooperatives can also
create synergies, especially for the leas-
ing of large equipment or bulk input
orders.  It helps in creating cold storage
for controlling post-harvest losses.
Financing for setting up micro-irrigation
facilities and rainwater harvesting mod-
ules would help create an infrastructure
for sustainable water supply and hence
aid farm productivity.

FPOs should also be encouraged to
participate in Minimum Support Price-
based procurement operations. The
eNAM platform can connect farmers
with distant buyers. However, the biggest
limitation of eNAM and other similar
programmes seems to be that the vast
majority of farmers are not tech-savvy.
This is further compounded by low inter-
net penetration and erratic electric sup-
ply. We need robust farmer-producer
institutions which will have capital and
the risk-taking ability to set up process-
ing zones which are critical for prevent-
ing losses on account of rotting food-
grains. Together with FPOs, farmers can
be their own middlemen and India can
finally see the dream of farmers’ incomes
being doubled being realised.

(The writer is a well known develop-
ment professional)
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The 16th century King of England,
Henry VIII, usurped the power
of the Catholic Church when it

refused to approve his desire to annul
his marriage, so he could wed anoth-
er woman  “more worthy of the
throne.” According to the American
professor of law, G Marcus Cole, this
is when the State took over the roles
that were once the exclusive domains
of the Church, i.e. defining morality.
Cole says that since the king’s author-
ity did not extend to marital issues,
Henry simply assumed by force the
Church’s duties and powers. 

Despite the fact that in Europe,
politically, the Church and the State
began to be separated from the 18th
century, there was always a distance
between the two, regarding social and

religious matters. For example, issues
such as homosexuality, divorce, adul-
tery and so on were hardly ever put
before a monarch because these were
matters of morality and thus the
domain of the Church. But when the
political divorce of the Church and the
State was complete, citizens expected
the State to define morality and legis-
late laws to punish immorality.

This was easier said than done,
because this meant assuming a role that
was once the domain of the Church,
which had been sidelined because it
was thought to be against the princi-
ples of enlightenment, such as reason,
science and modernity. Nevertheless,
according to Cole, ever since Henry’s
move, the State has increasingly occu-
pied and further assumed the tradition-
al functions of the Church. 

The same was the case in Muslim
empires, where the monarchs initial-
ly let Islamic scholars and judges
define, resolve and judge matters of
morality and piety. But increasingly,
because of issues of morality overlap-
ping political matters, Muslim mon-
archs began to trespass the domains of
the Ulema (a body of Muslim scholars)
often leaving them fuming. The Ulema

believed that the monarchs were inter-
preting and defining religious laws
because of pragmatic reasons, more
than their desire to create a morally cor-
rect society. It is this approach that still
drives the dynamics of the modern
State and its legislative relationship with
morality. Whereas legislating or enact-
ing laws against crimes such as theft,
murder or rape have a tangible neces-
sity to maintain a moral order in soci-
ety, the problem arises when a State
tries to formulate laws against what it
believe causes such crimes.

In Pakistan, for example, over the
years, governments have often enact-
ed legislation and issued ordinances to
deal with what they assume causes
crimes such as rape and child abuse.
During the Zia-ul-Haq dictatorship in
the 1980s, decrees and “advisories”
were issued about how men and
women (especially the latter) should
dress on TV and in public. Zia’s
“chaadar aur chaardewari” (veil and
four walls) motto encouraged women
to stay indoors and only venture out in
a veil, to avoid sexual harassment or
rape. This line of thinking was vehe-
mently opposed by various women’s
organisations. They saw it as an idea

emitting from the psyche of a male dic-
tator who was putting the blame on
women for being abused by men. 

No serious discussion was ever
attempted by the Government to
understand the causes behind rape and
harassment, beyond that unidimen-
sional rhetorical solution to keep
women inside the four walls of the
house and in a veil. Of course, the issue
of young boys being raped, many of
them in madrasas, was conveniently
ignored, and so were incidents in which
women, who regularly covered them-
selves in the veil, could not escape
harassment.

Second, on September 20, this year,
the Pakistani lawmaker Shandana
Gulzar Khan quoted figures by the
rights group War on Rape in which it
was disclosed that, on many occasions,
rapists are known to the victims and
include family members. So this means
a large number of rapes are taking place
inside the chaardewari.

Recently, the Imran Khan
Government, echoing the famous
Islamic evangelist, Tariq Jameel, has
come up with a similar rationale
behind the frightening increase in rape
cases of women and of children, both

male and female. According to Jameel,
co-education is one reason, whereas to
Khan, the reasons range from
Hollywood and Bollywood films and
the Chinese mobile phone app Tik-
Tok! In Europe and the US, psychol-
ogists and psychiatrists have, for
decades, been conducting studies
whether “obscenity” in cultural prod-
ucts generates actual deviant behaviour.
The results have been entirely incon-
clusive. This is what courts in Europe
and the US have been struggling with.
Professor of law Daniel Piar says that,
from the mid-20th century, courts in
the US began to discourage legislation
on the basis of morality. Those who
support this position give the example
of the 1920 prohibition imposed on
alcoholic beverages in the US.

It was a decision by the
Government based on decades of lob-
bying by puritanical Christian groups,
who often provided “proof” of how
alcohol was ravaging the moral fabric
of American society. Yet, 13 years later,
in 1933, the Government had to repeal
the law. In a January 2020 article for
The Atlantic, Annika Neklason writes
that prohibition caused twice the
amount of corruption and violence

than the prohibitionists claimed con-
suming liquor did. Enacting laws to
curb an activity, because that activity
is defined as being immoral, and the
cause behind tangible disruption in
society make for a complicated exer-
cise. For example, rape or child abuse
are clearly tangible misdeeds. The
procedure to determine their cause,
however, is the domain of psychologists
and sociologists, who must weigh in
before the Government can legislate
laws to address the causes. But this
hardly ever happens in Pakistan, where
successive governments and the State
often take unilateral action to deter-
mine and then define causes in this
context and impose curbs against
them. The most they do is confer with
Ulema. Therefore, the determined
causes of rape and child abuse draw
some entirely knee-jerk rationale that
does not go beyond pleas to put
women behind walls, wrap them in a
veil or ban “obscene” cultural products. 

There’s another reason why this
happens. According to the American
scholar of law, Louis Henkin, since it
is problematic to substantiate that an
activity defined as being “obscene”
causes certain criminal offences, courts

and governments forbid them, not
because there is proof that they lead to
crimes, but because they are deemed
offensive to large sections of society.
This is common in polities that define
themselves as being morally correct.

When recently, PTV aired a seg-
ment in which a woman was shown
exercising with a male fitness coach, a
conservative journalist tweeted, “Is this
(the) Islamic Republic of Pakistan?” Of
course, he couldn’t claim that the seg-
ment would lead to any heinous crime,
it was just him being offended by it
because, in his mind, an Islamic
Republic should behave in a particu-
lar manner. Anything contradicting
this manner needs to be banned
because it is offensive. 

The American legal philosopher,
Lon Fuller, describes this as “morality
of aspiration” or a conception of moral
principles to which humans ought to
aspire. He discouraged legislation
based on morality of aspiration because
it often ends up enshrining flawed and
populist concepts of virtue that do
nothing to address the larger crimes
that these ideas of virtue are pretend-
ing to combat.

(Courtesy: Dawn)
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Script Open High Low LTP
TCS 2825.00 2885.00 2800.00 2824.80
WIPRO 348.70 367.75 346.80 359.45
RELIANCE 2261.80 2268.00 2222.40 2238.90
INFY 1089.00 1123.95 1088.10 1094.00
HDFCLIFE 586.00 587.00 577.20 582.95
INDUSINDBK 620.90 638.20 614.20 617.35
HDFCBANK 1175.55 1203.00 1165.00 1191.90
IGL 385.00 392.40 383.15 390.45
VEDL 123.40 127.20 111.15 117.60
BAJFINANCE 3349.00 3398.00 3303.85 3325.80
MINDTREE 1401.00 1556.70 1401.00 1462.15
HCLTECH 855.00 878.80 845.00 849.55
ICICIBANK 385.00 389.60 382.75 387.55
CIPLA 774.95 814.95 774.95 811.40
HINDUNILVR 2146.00 2164.10 2146.00 2159.70
THERMAX 718.30 764.00 718.00 733.00
TATAMOTORS 142.80 143.35 139.65 140.90
SBIN 191.55 195.70 190.60 191.50
BHARTIARTL 426.00 435.25 419.25 424.50
IDEA 8.57 9.18 8.56 8.93
LAURUSLABS 333.70 343.20 327.00 338.30
PERSISTENT 1275.00 1339.00 1275.00 1312.05
IBULHSGFIN 152.90 156.70 147.75 149.05
HDFC 1946.00 1988.00 1938.35 1948.30
MARUTI 7100.00 7138.00 7019.25 7064.60
TECHM 858.20 887.50 858.00 860.35
JUSTDIAL 385.00 452.00 384.75 436.95
ALOKTEXT 24.00 24.80 23.65 24.80
ZEEL 209.20 212.95 204.20 205.80
DRREDDY 5185.00 5214.90 5065.35 5195.85
CADILAHC 412.00 438.50 412.00 435.95
ITC 170.25 170.40 167.00 167.20
AXISBANK 454.00 461.60 447.35 452.70
KOTAKBANK 1326.00 1340.40 1311.55 1319.20
BANDHANBNK 320.50 327.00 316.50 318.60
JSWSTEEL 291.45 298.35 287.70 292.70
TITAN 1257.00 1263.00 1234.00 1254.25
TATASTEEL 372.25 382.90 371.90 373.55
ADANIGREEN 697.00 725.00 664.75 695.80
LT 890.00 894.00 880.00 881.00
SUNPHARMA 512.20 526.00 512.05 524.05
MOTHERSUMI 117.00 120.90 117.00 120.15
THYROCARE 1125.00 1149.90 1008.00 1012.00
BANKBARODA 41.65 43.40 41.65 42.65
LTI 2699.00 2958.20 2699.00 2860.85
INDIAMART 5049.00 5349.45 4919.60 4960.00
ULTRACEMCO 4216.30 4358.65 4216.30 4346.95
RBLBANK 178.25 180.80 172.70 173.75
MPHASIS 1376.90 1453.75 1368.60 1412.00
BAJAJFINSV 5915.00 6025.95 5852.75 5875.50
LUPIN 1025.95 1049.75 1013.80 1042.30
BPCL 343.95 344.25 337.60 340.05
ASHOKLEY 77.00 77.70 75.15 76.20
ONGC 71.00 71.00 68.25 68.50
GLENMARK 494.00 502.85 490.50 499.95
APOLLOHOSP 2190.00 2255.50 2190.00 2250.00
HEROMOTOCO 3240.00 3292.00 3239.00 3278.05
FRETAIL 79.50 86.70 79.50 83.50
MGL 828.85 843.55 819.00 837.65
ESCORTS 1246.65 1265.00 1227.20 1238.50
FEDERALBNK 51.25 53.15 51.25 52.20
RECLTD 99.00 101.75 98.50 99.05
DLF 159.00 161.90 157.70 159.65
GMM 3620.10 3689.35 3506.15 3597.15
JINDALSTEL 192.75 197.75 192.10 194.50
BIOCON 454.30 473.70 451.45 469.35
REPCOHOME 178.35 205.05 175.50 198.45
SUNTV 468.00 476.05 464.70 466.35
ADANIENT 330.00 330.00 310.35 316.10
COFORGE 2432.00 2553.60 2432.00 2471.55
LICHSGFIN 283.00 293.45 283.00 286.65
EICHERMOT 2256.30 2256.30 2175.00 2206.00
BHEL 28.50 29.50 28.40 29.25
AUROPHARMA 825.00 841.50 820.50 837.80
PVR 1275.00 1284.30 1249.00 1254.90
COALINDIA 114.50 115.05 112.75 113.30
BRITANNIA 3819.90 3823.15 3770.25 3796.50
DIVISLAB 3194.25 3257.25 3173.50 3257.25
L&TFH 62.50 63.55 61.50 62.00
TATACONSUM 506.50 508.30 485.10 489.35
M&M 635.85 641.00 628.00 634.65
PNB 27.85 28.65 27.75 27.80
VOLTAS 680.00 694.35 680.00 690.65
DEEPAKNI 800.95 800.95 755.75 759.55
ASIANPAINT 2109.00 2109.00 2072.80 2090.60
AMBUJACEM 237.15 239.35 231.45 238.50
PIDILITIND 1496.00 1512.85 1472.80 1484.85
IDFCFIRSTB 31.65 31.90 31.15 31.50
ACC 1480.00 1523.55 1469.15 1518.70
UPL 515.95 519.55 506.80 509.15
TATAELXSI 1392.00 1436.05 1391.95 1400.05
TATAPOWER 56.10 56.40 53.80 54.95
BAJAJ-AUTO 3080.00 3111.50 3050.45 3076.70
NTPC 82.80 83.40 82.35 82.55
LALPATHLAB 2200.00 2200.00 2124.95 2139.85
ADANIPORTS 360.00 362.70 356.40 359.70
IRCTC 1361.60 1369.75 1351.00 1355.80
STAR 730.00 731.90 687.10 694.10
INFRATEL 187.80 191.65 184.70 191.05
WOCKPHARMA 319.00 332.40 313.60 316.60
GRASIM 762.00 774.20 759.00 770.30
SRTRANSFIN 641.50 653.00 633.40 637.90
BEML 608.80 613.00 602.10 604.00
BATAINDIA 1387.00 1395.30 1357.65 1365.65
NMDC 82.25 85.25 82.05 82.45
INDIGO 1349.40 1356.05 1315.80 1330.10
ADVENZYMES 380.45 384.75 342.25 349.15
M&MFIN 128.80 132.25 128.25 129.80

PAGEIND 21251.00 21441.70 20681.80 20879.85
POWERGRID 162.50 162.50 158.10 158.40
JUBLFOOD 2369.00 2369.00 2305.55 2323.00
GAIL 87.00 87.30 83.90 84.10
SIEMENS 1290.00 1299.00 1269.00 1292.90
SRF 4188.15 4294.20 4176.80 4258.45
BLISSGVS 173.90 175.50 172.40 174.95
SHREECEM 20790.00 20828.10 20488.10 20747.00
SAIL 34.00 34.65 33.60 33.85
HINDALCO 173.40 176.30 171.65 173.90
BERGEPAINT 611.00 617.55 604.25 615.25
ICICIPRULI 436.30 439.35 428.20 433.45
CYIENT 390.00 404.30 385.00 388.70
IPCALAB 2149.70 2149.70 2104.40 2132.50
NESTLEIND 16133.00 16320.20 16072.75 16300.90
PEL 1319.00 1340.00 1304.80 1316.60
GRANULES 377.50 379.10 369.30 370.80
APOLLOTYRE 136.00 137.40 135.50 136.75
IOC 75.00 75.70 74.35 75.50
CONCOR 367.00 367.00 362.00 366.25
MARICO 373.50 374.45 368.90 371.75
SBICARD 845.00 853.20 842.00 847.20
DMART 2071.00 2085.45 2045.45 2064.70
BSOFT 199.00 209.05 196.90 198.65
MUTHOOTFIN 1179.25 1189.00 1141.00 1146.50
CANBK 89.95 92.20 88.85 89.60
HAL 811.10 820.00 795.00 798.65
HIMATSEIDE 129.00 134.00 117.15 127.70
ALKYLAMINE 3220.00 3275.00 3160.10 3225.60
NATIONALUM 31.40 31.75 30.50 30.90
GODREJPROP 903.00 938.70 903.00 924.60
INFIBEAM 91.40 94.05 83.75 85.55
FSL 69.50 73.00 69.50 70.40
TVSMOTOR 483.80 485.50 471.70 475.20
METROPOLIS 1991.00 2008.05 1937.30 1955.40
HINDPETRO 172.90 173.90 169.80 170.75
WELSPUNIND 70.50 72.00 69.50 70.00
CHOLAFIN 254.20 258.25 248.00 251.10
LTTS 1616.80 1674.50 1616.80 1636.30
DIXON 8800.00 8800.00 8390.00 8482.75
EXIDEIND 164.80 166.65 163.95 166.05
BHARATFORG 467.00 473.85 464.25 466.60
NAUKRI 3476.10 3515.00 3433.60 3463.80
NATCOPHARM 931.00 947.55 917.60 943.40
AFFLE 2677.00 2748.00 2625.10 2641.80
BALKRISIND 1449.00 1464.75 1430.05 1442.65
DABUR 525.00 527.35 516.80 522.25
ADANIGAS 195.10 196.65 190.00 190.30
ATUL 6050.00 6139.85 5975.00 6027.35
MANAPPURAM 167.85 167.85 162.20 164.55
FCONSUMER 7.95 8.10 7.92 7.93
RAYMOND 288.00 293.00 285.10 287.70
TRIDENT 7.71 7.88 7.60 7.72
INDIACEM 119.45 122.50 117.65 119.90
NOCIL 154.00 155.10 147.25 149.45
AMARAJABAT 743.60 745.60 732.50 733.90
HDFCAMC 2330.00 2355.00 2321.85 2351.50
HINDZINC 211.35 213.60 203.15 205.00
SYNGENE 564.10 571.60 551.80 552.80
VINATIORGA 1255.10 1280.80 1215.00 1223.95
KPITTECH 119.60 125.35 116.50 119.85
TORNTPHARM 2828.55 2887.00 2815.00 2875.00
COLPAL 1450.00 1457.25 1439.60 1450.35
UBL 955.00 969.55 937.50 964.40
RAMCOCEM 766.60 777.00 763.15 765.00
MCX 1738.80 1742.00 1691.15 1712.85
MFSL 610.00 613.55 601.00 605.35
INOXLEISUR 284.80 287.10 278.65 281.40
CEATLTD 1027.50 1027.50 1000.00 1000.00
ADANITRANS 275.00 283.80 274.75 281.35
COROMANDEL 732.00 735.90 722.10 733.10
PETRONET 219.45 222.30 216.80 220.20
NAVINFLUOR 2035.45 2063.00 1993.55 2009.80
NCC 34.25 34.75 33.55 34.15
MRF 61000.00 61000.00 59666.00 60154.95
BOSCHLTD 13300.00 13310.10 12800.00 12890.00
DCAL 168.35 176.40 162.85 165.95
GODREJCP 732.50 734.50 719.00 726.50
PTC 46.20 48.70 46.20 47.95
BEL 95.65 95.65 92.55 93.55
SBILIFE 831.15 835.00 818.25 820.00
ICICIGI 1283.00 1283.00 1238.00 1258.85
PFC 86.15 89.40 85.95 86.90
CANFINHOME 433.95 442.50 430.10 439.70
AMBER 2035.50 2035.50 1938.30 1949.05
JBCHEPHARM 1011.10 1011.10 970.10 988.65
PIIND 2030.00 2067.10 2021.85 2033.45
INDHOTEL 101.00 101.00 96.65 97.80
CAPPL 564.40 587.75 555.00 577.25
WELCORP 117.25 118.00 113.40 114.80
SPANDANA 595.10 624.35 582.85 610.00
SOUTHBANK 6.79 6.97 6.76 6.83

TRENT 674.80 698.85 674.80 690.45
AVANTI 511.55 512.00 500.90 505.90
SWANENERGY 129.25 130.50 127.30 129.65
CGCL 235.00 236.00 234.65 236.00
JUBILANT 725.00 734.30 714.90 720.35
FDC 362.40 366.70 343.70 350.95
BALRAMCHIN 153.00 162.10 153.00 160.30
RELAXO 678.00 678.00 646.55 650.85
PGHL 5346.95 5476.70 5295.80 5295.80
TATAMTRDVR 64.00 64.70 62.60 62.75
DELTACORP* 112.00 112.90 109.50 110.05
SONATSOFTW 323.00 337.65 323.00 324.30
TATACHEM 301.05 304.95 299.85 302.00
WABAG 193.00 194.40 187.35 188.05
GODFRYPHLP 909.40 913.60 901.60 905.80
CESC 612.65 613.80 598.00 598.70
HAWKINCOOK 5110.00 5188.00 5020.00 5097.45
PFIZER 4958.00 5020.15 4934.00 5008.10
JKPAPER* 91.40 94.20 90.00 93.10
ECLERX 727.00 751.00 714.00 720.20
PNBHOUSING 358.00 358.00 349.05 353.75
NAM-INDIA 273.95 273.95 267.65 270.85
EQUITAS 52.85 54.10 52.70 52.90
GMRINFRA 23.90 23.95 23.20 23.75
HEG 737.00 740.70 723.00 725.80
PRSMJOHNSN 63.95 66.60 63.45 65.60
VBL 683.00 689.95 671.80 678.20
SUZLON 2.99 2.99 2.93 2.93
BANKINDIA 40.20 41.65 40.20 40.50
KAJARIACER 550.00 550.00 527.80 527.90
RADICO 422.00 434.00 410.50 415.75
ABCAPITAL 62.75 64.15 62.15 63.60
ASTRAL 1178.00 1178.00 1111.55 1136.05
SUMICHEM 287.90 290.85 283.00 283.85
ZENSARTECH 198.50 200.00 192.20 192.45
BAJAJELEC 485.00 522.00 485.00 509.70
QUESS 425.00 425.00 412.45 412.45
ORIENTELEC 180.90 186.50 180.80 184.45
STRTECH 154.60 155.90 151.10 152.65
GNFC 210.00 213.15 208.40 210.85
APLLTD 971.00 983.00 952.00 958.00
ITI 128.00 128.00 125.35 126.00
IEX 209.50 209.50 195.25 196.00
DALBHARAT 791.00 807.95 757.70 762.00
NETWORK18 37.95 37.95 34.60 35.80
SPARC 174.05 177.75 172.60 174.90
SANOFI 8650.00 8684.70 8603.30 8661.15
CUMMINSIND 443.00 452.95 438.05 449.50
DCBBANK 79.80 80.10 78.60 78.90
SUNTECK 253.00 258.00 251.15 256.60
3MINDIA 18500.05 19150.00 18487.55 18900.00
MEGH 78.85 79.50 77.60 77.90
VIPIND 290.05 293.00 289.00 290.25
SHK 83.20 86.60 82.45 85.45
ASTRAZEN 4302.00 4302.00 4263.50 4266.05
IDFC 30.90 30.90 29.90 30.05
UJJIVAN 219.00 222.60 217.85 218.40
KANSAINER 482.00 485.80 475.05 475.05
KEC 345.60 353.80 344.45 348.70
CENTRALBK 12.85 13.50 12.51 12.65
JKCEMENT 1610.00 1650.00 1559.55 1583.70
DEEPAKFERT 151.00 152.50 148.20 151.25
OIL 91.50 91.50 87.70 88.65
RALLIS 277.15 280.00 271.50 272.75
SCI 52.50 54.20 51.75 52.20
SPICEJET 50.20 50.80 49.60 50.10
FORTIS 140.30 140.30 135.50 135.85
VENKYS 1520.00 1521.00 1472.00 1481.50
CHAMBLFERT 167.65 168.30 164.15 168.05
HAVELLS 691.00 691.00 680.65 687.05
DISHTV 13.50 14.05 13.29 13.58
OFSS 3048.00 3075.00 3032.50 3034.90
GARFIBRES 2180.00 2231.05 2180.00 2218.70
CASTROLIND 111.90 112.20 110.10 110.75
ABBOTINDIA 16080.70 16094.95 15925.00 15989.80
CROMPTON 275.00 275.00 268.50 273.55
BBTC 1320.00 1329.40 1281.10 1287.70
IBREALEST 52.45 52.45 49.65 50.55
KEI 342.35 349.80 339.00 340.20
HSCL 52.85 52.85 50.85 51.10
GRAPHITE 198.80 200.40 194.85 197.15
SOBHA 261.25 267.85 257.60 265.40
VAKRANGEE 30.15 30.35 28.90 29.00
AUBANK 732.20 732.30 721.35 730.50
CARBORUNIV 264.70 266.60 252.65 255.00
AARTIIND 1006.00 1013.00 1003.25 1007.85
RVNL 19.20 19.20 18.80 18.95
RITES 249.00 250.20 243.35 244.95
AJANTPHARM 1644.90 1644.90 1590.00 1600.00
UNIONBANK 24.45 24.85 24.35 24.55
TV18BRDCST 30.90 31.70 29.80 30.15
BLUEDART 3205.00 3226.00 3101.00 3116.00
SHILPAMED 562.55 564.15 551.25 554.00
DHANUKA 733.00 755.45 725.00 730.00
NBCC 24.10 24.10 23.20 23.45
JSWENERGY 56.00 57.00 56.00 56.85
CREDITACC 736.40 754.20 715.55 724.50
MOIL 139.00 139.25 133.75 135.45
JKLAKSHMI 265.15 268.15 262.55 263.00
AIAENG 1816.00 1816.00 1741.25 1741.25
POLYCAB 825.00 829.70 810.00 814.30
CENTURYTEX 338.00 341.30 331.00 331.65
SUDARSCHEM 469.40 474.85 458.50 462.00
BIRLACORPN 640.00 640.00 617.00 617.50
ENGINERSIN 64.00 64.60 62.80 62.85
OBEROIRLTY 395.00 400.50 385.50 391.60
NESCO 534.00 534.00 517.00 520.60
REDINGTON 119.50 120.30 118.95 119.25
ALKEM 2731.00 2760.00 2727.15 2736.60

JMFINANCIL 79.45 82.20 78.95 81.90
CUB 144.00 148.30 143.05 147.65
RATNAMANI 1276.85 1276.85 1242.20 1254.35
GSFC 66.30 67.25 64.90 66.20
RAJESHEXPO 459.90 462.00 452.50 456.20
EDELWEISS 65.15 65.90 62.10 63.05
PRESTIGE 261.00 264.45 258.00 259.55
BAJAJHLDNG 2401.00 2444.25 2394.05 2403.95
GRSE 216.80 220.50 214.85 216.00
HONAUT 32200.00 32200.00 31259.80 31330.00
ADANIPOWER 36.00 36.75 36.00 36.30
LINDEINDIA 780.00 797.20 779.60 782.45
SUPRAJIT 200.00 205.00 195.00 198.70
HFCL 16.50 16.70 16.10 16.35
UJJIVANSFB 32.65 32.90 32.45 32.90
ABFRL 134.70 134.70 127.90 129.15
ERIS 532.65 535.50 508.30 519.60
PHILIPCARB 128.05 129.50 124.55 125.40
LEMONTREE 28.00 28.25 27.10 27.50
BOMDYEING 65.40 65.70 63.90 64.40
GLAXO 1590.00 1596.55 1558.95 1568.45
KALPATPOWR* 238.05 238.15 233.00 236.35
VGUARD 166.35 168.90 163.30 164.80
BAYERCROP 5766.55 5821.30 5700.00 5740.05
BAJAJCON 181.00 181.55 176.50 177.20
EMAMILTD 350.40 354.90 348.65 353.20
HEIDELBERG 189.00 191.40 187.20 187.70
ZYDUSWELL 1822.00 1825.80 1775.00 1787.35
TATACOMM 845.00 880.10 845.00 876.50
SUPREMEIND 1364.00 1364.00 1326.00 1338.60
SUVENPHAR 384.20 392.80 381.25 390.30
RCF 47.60 47.90 47.15 47.25
ESSELPRO 251.35 259.50 250.65 255.15
ASTERDM 138.90 139.50 135.00 135.75
ORIENTCEM 62.50 62.50 59.05 59.35
EIDPARRY 283.00 286.10 277.10 280.00
MINDAIND 346.70 351.85 336.65 343.90
INDOCO 265.95 265.95 256.90 258.50
ASHOKA 64.20 65.10 63.60 63.75
VARROC 307.00 314.00 305.85 310.80
CHALET 140.15 141.65 137.05 138.40
TIMETECHNO 43.00 44.00 41.50 42.05
FORCEMOT 1059.00 1075.00 1050.15 1058.45
FINEORG 2597.15 2597.20 2522.30 2538.50
KTKBANK 41.50 41.50 40.50 40.85
POWERINDIA 974.55 978.05 926.10 936.20
ISEC 469.55 478.90 464.00 469.95
AEGISLOG 218.00 225.75 218.00 224.80
JAMNAAUTO 44.45 44.80 43.90 44.00
TEAMLEASE 2320.90 2379.00 2320.00 2358.60
BALMLAWRIE 101.00 101.60 100.05 100.30
HATHWAY 32.00 32.95 30.95 31.00
JAICORPLTD 88.85 88.85 84.75 86.50
TIINDIA 606.00 616.20 588.00 592.80
GESHIP 237.40 240.00 228.35 233.50

ARVINDFASN 131.85 137.15 128.10 131.90
CCL 255.00 264.30 253.20 254.05
BDL 322.00 322.00 311.00 311.20
ENDURANCE 1105.00 1112.25 1071.70 1077.20
APLAPOLLO 2859.00 2918.70 2831.90 2871.40
NHPC 20.15 20.25 20.00 20.05
JYOTHYLAB 143.00 144.40 142.00 142.95
GUJALKALI 328.00 333.65 328.00 328.70
FINOLEXIND 530.00 530.00 499.10 510.00
TORNTPOWER 308.65 310.80 303.80 305.20
MIDHANI 194.10 196.40 191.75 192.50
CSBBANK 234.00 235.05 228.40 229.25
SYMPHONY 855.00 864.55 850.20 859.95
GILLETTE 5370.10 5417.95 5295.00 5324.95
GODREJAGRO 535.20 537.00 526.25 530.95
CHENNPETRO 68.85 69.30 67.00 67.30
IDBI 34.80 34.85 34.20 34.35
IRB 112.35 114.15 110.65 111.75
GREAVESCOT 74.05 75.35 72.55 72.95
RAIN 101.25 101.50 98.05 98.30
JINDALSAW 62.10 63.40 61.90 62.40
EIHOTEL 80.00 80.00 77.10 77.50
BLUESTARCO 644.00 647.95 631.00 635.15
VAIBHAVGBL 1842.00 1900.00 1833.95 1870.45
NH 359.80 367.20 354.00 360.00
ABB 875.55 886.90 861.00 865.35
CENTURYPLY 172.25 177.00 171.35 172.20
OMAXE 67.30 67.30 66.20 67.10

PHOENIXLTD 580.00 600.00 570.00 577.30
KRBL 278.00 282.05 274.00 275.65
LAOPALA 218.00 227.50 218.00 223.85
HUDCO 32.80 33.30 32.55 32.65
TATACOFFEE 104.00 104.50 102.70 102.85
PARAGMILK 103.00 103.50 100.00 100.45
JSLHISAR 85.00 89.55 85.00 87.65
SUNDRMFAST 437.20 446.35 436.00 444.00
SWSOLAR 218.05 222.50 216.20 217.65
PGHH 9929.15 9970.00 9874.55 9950.00
CARERATING 371.00 372.55 358.00 358.30
FLUOROCHEM 495.50 502.00 480.50 482.00
CRISIL 1765.45 1771.00 1748.30 1760.00
FINCABLES 287.00 291.15 279.30 285.60
TVSSRICHAK 1373.35 1455.00 1373.35 1441.20
GUJGAS 305.95 307.45 303.50 307.00
MRPL 26.70 26.95 26.15 26.25
WHIRLPOOL 2155.15 2169.40 2082.45 2108.00
PCJEWELLER 14.05 14.05 13.77 13.89
IRCON 80.35 80.35 77.50 77.70
LAXMIMACH 3811.00 3850.00 3732.20 3759.95
GSPL 195.25 197.55 194.20 194.60
J&KBANK 15.20 15.30 14.91 14.98
UCOBANK 11.94 12.05 11.87 11.92
GHCL 159.40 159.40 153.00 154.50
SOMANYCERA 201.25 211.40 201.20 203.50
INDIANB 57.15 58.85 57.15 58.65
ALLCARGO 120.95 121.00 118.10 118.30
WABCOINDIA 5717.00 5717.00 5651.10 5652.65
SIS 368.80 370.30 362.20 364.00
TTKPRESTIG 6055.10 6121.50 5960.00 5973.00
LUXIND 1435.20 1473.00 1431.15 1460.00
TASTYBIT 10720.00 10801.25 10503.95 10675.15
TNPL 108.00 112.40 108.00 110.20
SJVN 22.00 22.00 21.65 21.80
IIFL 78.40 78.40 76.50 77.25
TIMKEN 1060.00 1072.00 1025.65 1025.65
IOB 9.29 9.30 9.18 9.21
KSB 490.70 491.15 479.50 482.10
STARCEMENT 85.45 86.30 84.70 85.35
VRLLOG 163.25 164.00 159.40 161.30
PNCINFRA 161.95 164.65 159.50 164.00
SHOPERSTOP 180.60 180.60 175.00 176.70
COCHINSHIP 340.25 341.85 335.95 336.30
JCHAC 2344.00 2391.85 2284.85 2320.00
SKFINDIA 1465.00 1499.75 1465.00 1483.90
IFCI 6.14 6.14 5.81 5.83
GMDCLTD 46.55 46.55 45.25 45.65
IFBIND 646.20 648.75 635.05 646.35
GODREJIND 395.00 404.75 394.00 395.40
ORIENTREF 195.75 199.90 185.00 195.35
GICRE 125.25 126.15 121.55 122.20
JKTYRE 59.25 59.30 58.30 58.35
SHRIRAMCIT 908.50 908.50 889.55 894.00
DCMSHRIRAM 363.75 371.90 361.65 364.15
NBVENTURES 57.50 57.50 53.90 54.90
GPPL 85.25 85.80 83.95 84.25
HINDCOPPER 33.10 33.50 32.70 32.90
MAHSCOOTER 2933.00 2965.00 2913.20 2923.00
ITDC 234.90 241.70 232.00 232.00
TATAINVEST 897.05 908.65 875.60 877.50
JSL 47.40 47.80 43.25 43.65
VSTIND 3324.00 3380.35 3324.00 3351.00
VMART 1979.80 2035.15 1951.00 1961.00
BASF 1501.00 1510.25 1483.25 1486.50
AKZOINDIA 2114.55 2126.80 2105.00 2112.60
CERA 2334.85 2499.00 2325.00 2499.00
GDL 98.00 98.45 95.75 97.15
GEPIL 419.90 423.00 415.00 417.80
IIFLWAM 955.00 980.90 941.00 941.00
TVTODAY 205.60 205.60 196.65 198.00
DBL 351.15 351.15 342.10 348.80
GALAXYSURF 1857.10 1860.00 1824.00 1832.75
TCNSBRANDS 392.85 397.35 376.15 381.95
UFLEX 326.00 328.45 322.20 325.40
TCIEXP 791.00 798.65 774.50 787.70
BRIGADE 172.40 176.05 170.65 170.70
SOLARINDS 1080.70 1081.95 1065.00 1066.60
NLCINDIA 51.65 51.85 51.25 51.50
AAVAS 1445.35 1450.65 1441.65 1445.00
MOTILALOFS 620.00 627.30 613.65 613.65
NILKAMAL 1315.65 1317.20 1307.60 1312.90
SFL 1328.55 1343.95 1322.70 1343.00
JAGRAN 36.90 37.25 36.00 36.55
KPRMILL 661.80 665.95 638.40 642.00
HERITGFOOD 325.00 325.00 316.55 321.10
JTEKTINDIA 77.80 78.00 76.00 77.50
DBCORP 79.00 80.00 78.15 78.35
NIACL 106.95 106.95 104.05 104.05
SCHNEIDER 79.00 79.00 76.95 77.00
WESTLIFE 390.90 390.95 389.00 390.00
MAHABANK 11.50 11.50 11.19 11.19
MAHLOG 348.00 349.35 334.00 335.00
MINDACORP 72.45 72.45 70.60 70.80
CHOLAHLDNG 417.80 418.00 395.00 395.00
VTL 815.25 815.25 785.00 790.50
INDOSTAR 290.10 290.95 281.10 289.80
MMTC 16.55 16.75 16.35 16.50
MAHSEAMLES 221.45 223.60 215.20 215.55
GULFOILLUB 644.00 652.00 640.50 650.00
NAVNETEDUL 77.00 77.30 76.20 77.10
KNRCON 252.00 258.45 252.00 257.60
MASFIN 837.15 845.45 823.10 828.00
TATAMETALI 521.00 525.00 506.10 510.80
MAHLIFE 235.05 245.95 234.85 240.00
GRINDWELL 541.05 549.15 541.05 543.40
MHRIL 170.00 170.85 164.40 166.15
ESABINDIA 1341.45 1346.05 1340.70 1346.05
SCHAEFFLER 3600.00 3621.50 3592.00 3620.00
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 11835.40 11905.70 11791.15 11834.60 95.75
WIPRO 351.00 367.75 346.45 359.90 24.60
CIPLA 775.00 815.60 774.90 812.10 38.50
TCS 2800.00 2885.00 2800.00 2818.45 82.50
ULTRACEMCO 4225.00 4360.00 4214.00 4340.00 126.65
INFY 1090.00 1124.00 1088.40 1094.50 27.95
HCLTECH 857.50 879.00 844.50 849.50 21.45
HDFCBANK 1180.00 1203.00 1163.35 1189.90 27.65
DIVISLAB 3188.00 3255.00 3172.30 3255.00 73.10
SUNPHARMA 514.60 526.00 511.75 523.25 11.50
DRREDDY 5144.00 5214.80 5056.00 5211.00 106.05
TECHM 862.00 887.55 857.65 862.50 16.15
HEROMOTOCO 3250.00 3292.80 3235.65 3285.00 51.35
GRASIM 765.00 774.70 758.70 769.55 9.90
ICICIBANK 385.00 389.70 382.65 387.40 4.75
NESTLEIND 16100.00 16330.00 16052.05 16275.00 160.60
HINDUNILVR 2147.00 2165.00 2146.25 2160.10 20.75
HDFCLIFE 586.50 586.50 577.10 584.50 5.55
TATASTEEL 374.45 383.00 371.70 373.90 2.80
BHARTIARTL 426.00 435.50 419.10 425.15 2.70
HINDALCO 172.85 176.45 171.55 173.80 0.95
M&M 634.15 640.95 627.60 635.00 3.40
SBIN 191.35 195.80 190.55 191.60 0.90
JSWSTEEL 291.50 298.40 287.65 292.65 1.20
IOC 75.10 75.80 74.30 75.50 0.30
MARUTI 7090.00 7140.00 7021.00 7068.15 21.25
BRITANNIA 3798.90 3825.00 3771.50 3796.30 10.35
SHREECEM 20721.20 20850.00 20490.00 20750.00 37.50
TATAMOTORS 142.85 143.50 139.60 141.15 0.15
HDFC 1952.50 1988.45 1938.50 1947.80 -0.95
BAJAJ-AUTO 3070.00 3110.80 3051.00 3074.35 -3.05
AXISBANK 455.55 461.65 447.25 452.50 -0.60
TITAN 1257.00 1262.55 1233.60 1252.05 -1.95
UPL 513.95 519.85 506.50 510.00 -0.85
NTPC 83.10 83.35 82.35 82.65 -0.15
BAJFINANCE 3354.00 3388.00 3302.00 3324.90 -6.25
ADANIPORTS 359.80 362.80 356.35 359.85 -0.80
KOTAKBANK 1326.50 1341.25 1311.25 1320.00 -4.70
INDUSINDBK 620.00 638.50 614.05 616.35 -2.75
BAJAJFINSV 5950.00 6033.20 5852.25 5873.05 -32.20
ASIANPAINT 2104.50 2107.95 2072.05 2091.85 -13.15
BPCL 344.90 345.00 337.60 340.00 -2.25
RELIANCE 2259.00 2268.00 2222.10 2241.50 -16.00
SBILIFE 835.25 836.00 818.00 821.95 -6.00
POWERGRID 160.20 161.10 158.00 158.30 -1.30
COALINDIA 114.70 115.00 112.65 113.45 -1.00
LT 890.30 894.00 879.05 880.10 -7.80
EICHERMOT 2253.00 2256.80 2175.00 2208.00 -30.00
ITC 170.10 170.40 166.90 167.10 -2.40
ONGC 70.90 71.00 68.25 68.55 -1.95
GAIL 86.75 87.15 83.85 84.00 -2.70

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 27488.95 27547.40 27299.10 27489.00 134.05
LTI 2718.00 2959.00 2718.00 2853.80 186.70
CADILAHC 415.00 438.70 414.20 435.35 22.50
BIOCON 453.00 473.75 451.15 472.00 19.85
ADANITRANS 275.00 284.00 274.50 282.10 10.05
MOTHERSUMI 117.20 121.00 117.20 120.40 3.35
INFRATEL 186.85 191.80 184.55 190.55 5.25
BANKBARODA 41.85 43.45 41.60 42.60 1.10
ACC 1482.20 1523.65 1468.45 1519.95 38.20
LUPIN 1030.90 1050.00 1013.30 1048.00 22.10
TORNTPHARM 2815.00 2888.00 2811.60 2872.00 60.25
AUROPHARMA 828.00 841.80 820.30 839.90 16.70
IGL 384.25 392.50 383.00 390.60 6.45
OFSS 3060.00 3079.75 3037.45 3050.00 42.15
AMBUJACEM 234.80 239.95 231.40 237.60 2.80
SIEMENS 1280.00 1299.00 1268.35 1290.20 14.75
MARICO 370.00 374.75 368.75 372.90 3.90
HAVELLS 684.00 688.70 680.10 687.90 7.05
BANDHANBNK 322.30 327.20 316.50 317.80 3.25
HDFCAMC 2339.55 2356.00 2321.00 2351.80 24.00
COLPAL 1445.00 1457.90 1439.55 1453.50 14.35
BERGEPAINT 612.00 617.40 604.15 613.60 5.65
UBL 961.10 975.00 938.20 965.00 7.05
NMDC 82.30 85.40 81.95 82.60 0.50
CONCOR 367.00 367.40 362.00 366.00 2.15
DLF 159.80 161.95 157.70 159.50 0.80
SBICARD 848.00 852.75 841.30 847.00 3.50
PFC 86.95 89.45 85.85 86.75 0.35
PNB 28.05 28.70 27.75 27.85 0.10
ABBOTINDIA 16022.00 16100.00 15900.00 16034.20 29.70
PETRONET 220.30 222.30 216.70 219.80 0.40
ALKEM 2746.95 2759.00 2725.00 2735.00 3.45
PGHH 9932.00 9976.45 9860.05 9944.05 8.75
DMART 2085.00 2090.00 2045.05 2067.70 1.60
NAUKRI 3495.00 3520.00 3431.85 3460.00 0.40
ICICIPRULI 435.00 439.40 428.20 432.85 -0.80
HINDPETRO 171.35 174.00 169.65 170.70 -0.35
DABUR 526.65 527.00 516.45 522.50 -1.55
GODREJCP 732.80 735.85 718.20 726.90 -2.60
PIDILITIND 1496.00 1513.80 1472.55 1488.00 -5.65
ADANIGREEN 698.50 725.00 666.60 695.80 -3.50
INDIGO 1341.30 1356.85 1315.50 1330.00 -7.75
PEL 1327.00 1340.10 1304.10 1310.00 -9.40
BAJAJHLDNG 2431.05 2452.00 2394.00 2400.00 -27.00
HINDZINC 212.00 213.80 203.00 207.15 -3.60
MCDOWELL-N 530.00 535.70 517.40 520.90 -9.15
ICICIGI 1275.00 1280.00 1237.35 1252.20 -22.65
GICRE 124.35 127.15 121.65 122.10 -2.25
MUTHOOTFIN 1180.00 1189.65 1140.70 1147.65 -28.55
BOSCHLTD 13311.00 13311.00 12780.00 12888.85 -333.65
TATACONSUM 506.80 508.30 485.00 489.00 -16.05

New Delhi:The telecom tariff
hike is imminent as service
providers need to make sizeable
payouts on statutory dues, spec-
trum buys, regular revenue
share obligations and auction
instalments, making ARPU
expansion critical, Icra Ratings
said on Thursday.

Pointing to the sector's debt
levels and the pressing need for
companies to bring it down, Icra
said that given the "precarious
position" of the balance sheet of
the industry, "India is likely to
give a miss to the 5G call for
some time".

Further, it said that despite
some easing of competitive
intensity, it is still some time to
go before the tough competition
recedes.This is because it is
unclear whether the next round
of tariff hikes would be across
the industry or limited only to
telcos facing adjusted gross rev-
enue (AGR) payment.

"...ARPU improvement and
further tariff hikes are on the
cards, given the fact that telecom
service providers are required to

make sizeable payouts in terms
of AGR liabilities, spectrum
purchase, regular revenue share
to the government and auction
instalments (which start from
fiscal 2023)," Icra said in a
statement.

Hence, a sustainable and
sizeable average revenue per
user (ARPU) expansion is crit-
ical.

"While the industry still
grapples with elevated debt lev-
els and weak debt coverage
metrics, the last fiscal has wit-
nessed some respite in terms of
steady ARPU improvement dri-
ven mainly by the tariff hikes
implemented in December
2019, the deleveraging measures
are undertaken by the telcos,
and moderation of capex inten-
sity," said Anupama Arora, Vice
President and Sector Head,
Corporate Ratings, Icra.

And though clarity has
emerged around the AGR
issues, the relatively short time-
frame allowed by the Supreme
Court acts as a "dampener",
Arora said. PTI

New Delhi: The government
on Thursday said it has nearly
doubled fund allocation for
Special Accelerated Road
Development Programme in
North Eastern Areas (SARDP-
NE) in the current fiscal to Rs
760 crore.

A sum of Rs 390 crore
expenditure was envisaged to
be incurred from National
Investment Fund for the region
during 2020-21.

The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) in a statement said
it has enhanced the allocation
of funds for expenditure under
SARDP-NE related works dur-
ing the current financial year
and under the revised alloca-
tion, almost double the amount
originally allocated has been
allowed.

"Against the earlier Rs 390
crore expenditure envisaged
to be incurred from the
National Investment Fund dur-
ing 2020-21, a sum of Rs 760
crore has been set aside for the
same period. PTI

Washington: The World Bank
on Thursday said that India's
GDP is expected to contract by
9.6 per cent this fiscal which is
reflective of the national lock-
down and the income shock
experienced by households and
firms due to the COVID-19
pandemic, noting that the
country's economic situation is
“much worse” than ever seen
before.

The Washington-based
global lender, in its latest South
Asia Economic Focus report
ahead of the annual meeting of
the World bank and
International Monetary Fund,
forecasts a sharper than expect-
ed economic slump across the
region, with regional growth
expected to contract by 7.7 per
cent in 2020, after topping six
per cent annually in the past
five years.

“India's GDP is expected
to contract by 9.6 per cent in
the fiscal year that started in
March,” the World Bank said in
the report released here.

Regional growth is pro-

jected to rebound to 4.5 per
cent in 2021, it said.

Factoring in population
growth, however, income-per-
capita in the region will remain
6 per cent below 2019 esti-
mates, indicating that the
expected rebound will not off-
set the lasting economic dam-
age caused by the pandemic, it
said.

“The situation is much
worse in India than we have
ever seen before,” Hans
Timmer, World Bank Chief
Economist for South Asia told
reporters during a conference
call. “It is an exceptional situ-
ation in India. A very dire out-
look,” he said.

There was a 25 per cent
decline in GDP in the second
quarter of the year, which is the
first quarter of the current fis-
cal year in India.

In the report, the World
bank said that the spread of the
coronavirus and containment
measures have severely dis-
rupted supply and demand
conditions in India. PTI

Mumbai:The BSE Sensex rallied
for the sixth straight day to
reclaim the 40,000-mark on
Thursday, with IT shares hog-
ging the limelight after robust
results from TCS indicated that
the worst may be over for the
software services industry. 

After soaring over 400
points during the day, the 30-
share benchmark ended 303.72
points, or 0.76 per cent, higher
at 40,182.67. 

The Sensex has closed above
the crucial 40,000-mark after
February 25 this year. 

The broader NSE Nifty
climbed 95.75 points, or 0.82 per
cent, to finish at 11,834.60. 

UltraTech Cement topped
the Sensex gainers' chart with a
jump of 3.24 per cent, followed
by TCS, HCL Tech, Infosys,
HDFC Bank, Sun Pharma and
Tech Mahindra.

India's largest software ser-
vices firm Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS) has reported a 4.9
per cent rise in consolidated net

profit to Rs 8,433 crore for the
September 2020 quarter, and also
announced a share buyback plan
of up to Rs 16,000 crore. 

On the other hand, ONGC,
ITC, Reliance Industries, L&T,
PowerGrid and Asian Paints
were among the major lag-
gards, shedding up to 2.84 per
cent. 

RIL came under selling
pressure after Amazon.Com
Inc slapped a legal notice on
Future Group over its Rs 24,713
crore asset sale to the Mukesh
Ambani-led conglomerate. 

"A good start to Q2 result led
by the IT and banking sector,
along with positive announce-
ments like buyback has lifted the
market. At the same time, expec-
tation of a stimulus in India and
the US has improved.  

"Initially, the thought was
that the domestic stimulus will
be small due to weak fiscal
position, which changed posi-
tively post few comments from
government officials, and now

the expectation has become
bigger.  "In the US, an inter-
mediary aid has been provid-
ed before the final stimulus
which is expected post the
election. PTI
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Mumbai:The rupee strength-
ened by 9 paise to close at 73.24
against the US dollar on
Thursday, supported by posi-
tive domestic equities and weak
American currency. At the
interbank forex market, the
rupee traded in a narrow range.
It opened at 73.29 against the
American currency and gained
further ground to settle at
73.24, up 9 paise from its pre-
vious close of 73.33.  This is the
second consecutive session of
gain for the rupee. PTI
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New Delhi:Having missed most of the
first three industrial revolutions, India has
its chance to lead the fourth industrial rev-
olution through a convergence of its IT
prowess, ultra-high-speed internet con-
nectivity and affordable smart devices, bil-
lionaire Mukesh Ambani said on
Thursday. The richest Indian man, who

heads the nation's most valuable compa-
ny Reliance Industries Ltd, said his
group's telecom and digital unit Jio was
conceived to provide the key ingredients
needed to lead the fourth industrial rev-
olution.

India missed the first two industri-
al revolutions and the changes brought

about by them. During the third indus-
trial revolution, where information tech-
nology came to prominence, India joined
the race but still remained behind, trying
to catch up with the leaders. "As we step
into the fourth industrial revolution,
India has the opportunity, not just to catch
up with the leaders but to emerge as a

global leader itself," he said at TM
Forum's Digital Transformation World
Series.

The fourth industrial revolution, he
said, is driven by the convergence of dig-
ital and physical technologies such as dig-
ital connectivity, cloud and edge-com-
puting. PTI

New Delhi:The Finance Ministry
on Thursday said banks have
sanctioned loans of about Rs
1,87,579 crore to 50.7 lakh busi-
ness units under the Rs 3-lakh
crore Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS) for
the MSME sector impacted by

slowdown caused by the coron-
avirus pandemic. Of this, about
27 lakh MSME units received
cumulative disbursement of Rs
1,36,140 crore till October 5.

The scheme is the biggest fis-
cal component of the Rs 20-lakh
crore Aatmanirbhar Bharat

Abhiyan package announced by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in May to mitigate
the distress caused by lockdown
due to COVID-19 by providing
credit to different sectors, espe-
cially micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMEs). PTI
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Islamabad: Afghanistan’s
Taliban on Thursday welcomed
a tweet from President Donald
Trump in which he promised to
have the last of the US’s troops
out of Afghanistan by
Christmas.

If that withdrawal happens,
it would be months ahead of
schedule and the tweet made no
reference to a Taliban promise
to fight terrorist groups — a
previous pre-requisite for an
American withdrawal.

America’s exit from
Afghanistan after 19 years was
laid out in an agreement
Washington reached with the
Taliban in February. 

However, that agreement
said U.S. Troops would be out

of Afghanistan in 18 months
provided the Taliban honored
a commitment to fight terror-
ist groups, with most attention
seemingly focused on the
Islamic State group affiliate in
the country.

Taliban spokesman
Zabihullah Mujahed said
Trump’s statement was wel-
come and he considered it a
positive step for the imple-
mentation of the peace agree-
ment between the US and the
Taliban.

The Taliban are “committed
to the contents of the agreement
and hopes for good and posi-
tive relations with all countries,
including the U.S, in the future,”
he said.  AP
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AEuropean Union commis-
sioner on Thursday urged

the countries of the Western
Balkans to create a single eco-
nomic area to better feel the
benefits of the bloc’s invest-
ment plans.

Oliver Varhelyi, the EU
commissioner who oversees
issues surrounding the bloc’s
enlargement, was in Kosovo as
part of a tour of the Balkans.
He urged Kosovo to “speed up
the reforms because these
investments go hand in hand
with the reform efforts.” The
EU this week approved a 9 bil-
lion-euro (USD 10.58 billion)
package of grants for the

Western Balkan countries
through 2027.

Varhelyi said they are “in
coordination with our inter-
national financial institution
partners to create an additional
20 billion euros (USD 23.5 bil-
lion) in guarantees for the
region.” The sum would
amount to a third of the
region’s GDP, and the EU
expects it to boost the econo-
my by three to four percent.

“It is crucial to have a sin-
gle economic area in the
Balkans, because these invest-
ments will only bring the ben-
efits if these investments work
regionally,” Varhelyi said at a
news conference with Kosovar
Prime Minister Avdullah Hoti. 
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Nepal on Thursday record-
ed its highest number of

coronavirus cases in a single
day with 4,364 people testing
positive for COVID-19, taking
the nationwide tally to 98,617.

The country also reported
12 new deaths on Thursday,
pushing the number of fatali-
ties to 590, the health ministry
said.

Among the new cases,
2,540 have been reported from
within Kathmandu valley
alone, according to a health
ministry official.

Washington: The much-await-
ed vice presidential debate
between Kamala Harris and
Mike Pence saw the duo spar-
ring on US President Donald
Trump’s handling of the
COVID-19 pandemic, jobs,
China, racial tensions and cli-
mate change, less than four
week’s ahead of the election.

Harris, the Democratic
Party’s vice president nominee
described the Trump’s han-
dling of the COVID-19 pan-
demic as the “greatest failure of
any presidential administra-
tion in the history” of America
as she opened the vice  debate
with a sharp attack on Vice
President Pence, who leads the
president’s coronavirus task
force.

Wednesday night’s live
debate at The University of
Utah in Salt Lake City was a
civil one between the two lead-
ers, separated by plexiglass
barriers, compared to last
week’s showdown between

President Trump and his
Democratic challenger and
former vice president Joe
Biden, which degenerated into
insults and name-calling.  

Pence, did not interrupt as
much as Trump last week dur-
ing the first presidential debate,
but when he did Harris inter-
jected: “Mr Vice-President, I’m
speaking, I’m speaking.”

During the 90-minute one-
off debate before the November

3 presidential election, Harris,
55, and Pence, 61, stuck to their
known campaign positions on
major topics.

Pence, who entered the
debate as an underdog, was
seen vigorously defending the
actions of the Trump
Administration during the past
nearly four years.

Harris, who scripted yet
another history, by becoming
the first person of Indian

descent to be on the stage of a
vice presidential debate,
charmed with her smiling face
throughout while responding
to answers to Pence with facts
and figures with the same
assertiveness as she started her
career as a district attorney in
San Francisco.

“This administration has
forfeited their right to re-elec-
tion,” she asserted at the start
of the debate moderated by
journalist Susan Page from
USA Today newspaper.

“Biden wants to go back to
the economic surrender to
China that when we took office,
half of our international trade
deficit was with China alone,”
Pence fired back during the
debate, which moved from one
segment to the other every 10
minutes.

Harris slammed the Trump
Administration for its han-
dling of the COVID-19 pan-
demic as the country is now the
world’s worst-hit nation. PTI

Jakarta: Protests in many
Indonesian cities turned violent
on Thursday as thousands of
enraged students and workers
criticized a new law they say
will cripple labour rights and
harm the environment.

Clashes between rock-
throwing demonstrators and
riot police broke out near
Jakarta’s presidential palace as
police tried to disperse the
protesters, including workers
and high school and universi-
ty students.

President Joko Widodo is
visiting Central Kalimantan

province and was not in the
palace.

Police fired tear gas at the
protesters from several high
schools and universities as they
tried to approach the palace
compound, turning roads into
a smoke-filled battleground.
The protesters fought back,
hurling rocks and bottles.

An angry mob burned a
traffic police post at an inter-
section near the palace, while
other protesters set fires to tires
and fibreglass road barriers.

Similar clashes occurred in
large cities all over the country,

including Yogyakarta, Medan,
Makassar, Manado and
Bandung, the capital of West
Java province, where police
arrested 209 people during
two days of violent protests.

Organisers have called for
a three-day national strike
starting on Tuesday demanding
that the government revoke the
legislation.

The Job Creation Law
approved by Parliament on
Monday is expected to sub-
stantially change Indonesia’s
labour system and natural
resources management.  AP

Bangkok: The de facto deten-
tion of 130,000 ethnic
Rohingya in squalid camps in
Myanmar amounts to a form
of apartheid, a human rights
group alleged on Thursday in
urging the world to pressure
Aung San Suu Kyi’s govern-
ment to free them.

The camps are a legacy of
long discrimination against
the Muslim Rohingya minor-
ity in Buddhist-dominated
Myanmar and were the imme-

diate consequence of com-
munal violence that began in
2012 between the Rohingya
and the Buddhist Rakhine
ethnic group. 

The fighting left people in
both groups homeless, but
almost all of the Rakhine have
since returned to their homes
or been resettled, while the
Rohingya have not.

Human Rights Watch in
its new report said inhuman
conditions in 24 tightly

restricted camps and closed-
off communities in the west-
ern state of Rakhine threaten
the right to life and other basic
rights of the Rohingya.

“Severe limitations on
livelihoods, movement, edu-
cation, health care, and ade-
quate food and shelter have
been compounded by widen-
ing constraints on humanitar-
ian aid, which Rohingya
depend on for survival,” the
report said. 
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US President Donald
Trump has warned that

China will have to “pay a big
price” for the spread of coro-
navirus globally.

Less than 50 hours after he
returned to the White House
from a military hospital where
he was treated for the deadly
virus, Trump in a video post-
ed on Twitter from the Rose
Garden outside the Oval
Office blamed China for the
global spread of the COVID-
19 pandemic.

The deadly coronavirus
originated from the central
Chinese city of Wuhan late last
year and spread across the
world, killing 1,054,674 and
infecting 36,077,017. The US
is the worst-hit nation with
211,793 deaths and 7,549,429
infections.

“It wasn’t your fault that
this happened. It was China’s
fault. And China’s going to pay

a big price for what they’ve
done to this country. China is
going to pay a big price for
what they’ve done to the
world. This was China’s fault.
Just remember that,” Trump
said in the video message.

Though the president did
not give the details of the mea-
sures, in recent months the
Trump administration has ini-
tiated several actions against
China, including imposing
visa restrictions on the ruling
Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) officials. Trump and
Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo have also been reach-
ing out to their counterparts
across the world against
China.

Trump, 74, and First Lady
Melania Trump, 50, were test-
ed positive for COVID-19 last
week. The president was taken
to the Walter Reed National
Military Medical Centre for
treatment, while the First Lady
remained at White House.

After four days, Trump was
discharged from the hospital
on Monday. 

On Wednesday, the House
Foreign Affairs Committee
released its final report on the
origins of COVID-19. 

“The big takeaway should
come as no surprise: China
actively lied to the World
Health Organisation and did
their best to cover up the
virus,” Congressman Brian
Mast claimed.

“China’s total lack of
transparency and mishandling
of the coronavirus outbreak
has cost hundreds of thou-
sands of lives, millions of jobs
and left untold economic
destruction. Sadly, this isn’t
new behaviour for China. The
CCP has a long history of
manipulation and it’s well-
past time we hold them
accountable for their crimes.
Together, we must ensure that
nothing like this ever happens
again!” he said. 
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Washington: US President
Donald Trump on Thursday
called Kamala Harris, who is
making US history as the first
Black woman vice presidential
candidate, a “monster.”

Trump, far behind in the
contest for the White House on
November 3 and doing espe-
cially badly in polling of
women voters, used the word
twice, calling the Democrat
“this monster.”

Speaking to Fox Business
News for almost an hour in his
first interview since falling sick
with the coronavirus, Trump
said Vice President Mike Pence
“destroyed” Harris in their
debate Wednesday in Utah.

“Everything she says is a
lie,” Trump said. AFP
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Stockholm: American poet
Louise Glück won the Nobel
Prize  in Literature on
Thursday for her “candid and
uncompromising” work,
which looks unflinchingly
and with biting humour at
the losses and traumas of
family life.

She joins a handful of
American poets who have
received the prize, which has
been dominated by novelists
throughout its 112-year his-
tory. 

The last American to win
was Bob Dylan in 2016.

She is also one of the few
women — the 16th female
Nobel Literature laureate.

The Nobel Committee
praised Glück “for her unmis-
takable poetic voice that with
austere beauty makes indi-
vidual existence universal”
in the citation read during the
announcement in Stockholm
by Mats Malm, the perma-
nent secretary of the Swedish
Academy.  AP
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In a sensational development,
the Mumbai Police on

Thursday claimed to have bust-
ed a major fraud allegedly
involving three television chan-
nels — Republic TV, Fakt
Marathi and Box Cinema —
indulging in the manipulation
of Television Rating Points
(TRPs) data, and arrested two
persons.

Addressing a news confer-
ence here, Mumbai Police
Commissioner Param Bir
Singh said the owners of
Marathi channels — Fakt
Marathi and Box Cinema —
have been booked under sec-
tions 409 (criminal breach of
trust) and 420 (cheating) of IPC
and arrested in connection
with the alleged fraud.

Singh said that the officials
of Republic TV, including its
Editor-in-chief Arnab
Goswami, would be sum-
moned for questioning in con-
nection with the alleged TRP
data fraud. “Summons would
be sent to Republic TV officials
either today or tomorrow,” the
city police chief said.

“The investigations car-
ried out so far have revealed
that certain television channels
like Republic TV, Fakt Marathi,
Box Cinema etc have been
indulging in such malprac-
tices. Certain witnesses have
come forward to tell us that
they were induced by the
arrested accused persons and
their accomplices for a month-
ly monetary consideration,”
Singh said.

The Mumbai Police chief
said the Republic TV is a sus-

pect in TRP manipulation and
the police had received data
from the Broadcast Audience
Research Council (BARC). He
did not rule out the possibili-
ty of the alleged TRP fraud
happening in other parts of the
country. “Several teams have
been sent in various States to
nab the absconding accused
persons,” he said.

In a related development,
Editor-in-chief Arnab
Goswami denied the allega-
tions against his television
channel and said in a state-
ment: “Mumbai Police
Commissioner Param Bir
Singh has made false allega-
tions against Republic TV
because we have questioned
him in the Sushant Singh
Rajput case investigation.
Republic TV will file a crimi-
nal defamation case against
Mumbai Police Commissioner
Param Bir Singh”.

“There is not a single
BARC report that mentions
Republic TV. The people of
India know the truth. Mr
Param Bir Singh’s investigation
in the Sushant Singh Rajput
case is under a cloud and this
is a desperate measure because
of Republic TV’s reportage on
Palghar, the Sushant Singh

Rajput case or any other case,
Goswami said.

Queried if Goswami would
be investigated, the Mumbai
Police Commissioner said:
“Anyone involved in the chan-
nel, no matter how much in the
top, how senior, will be ques-
tioned, and if involved they will
be investigated. No one, no
matter how senior, will escape”.

Singh disclosed that the
Mumbai Police had shared the
probe findings with the
Information and Broadcasting
(I&B) Ministry.

Giving details of the alleged
fraud, the Mumbai Police chief
said that acting on a complaint,
the crime branch arrested one
person from Malad in north
Mumbai. In the preliminary
enquiry he revealed that he had
been working for a company
which is a part of BARC.

“One of the arrested
accused persons and some of
the wanted accused persons
were employees of Hansa
Research Group Pvt Ltd and
they have misused the confi-
dential data which had been
entrusted to them. It has appar-
ently been done for wrongful
gains of various TV channels
which had resulted in wrong-
ful loss to various advertisers

and their agencies,” Singh said.
According to Singh,

manipulated TRP ratings
adversely result in miscalcu-
lated targeted audience for the
advertisers. This results in loss-
es of hundreds of crores of
rupees because of such manip-
ulations and fake statistics of
TRP. The TRP is calculated on
the basis of TV channel view-
ership in a confidential set of
households. BARC has
installed approximately 30,000
barometers in various parts of
the country which monitor
various programmes. Based
on the statistical metrics, BARC
awards ratings to various tele-
vision channels. The televi-
sion channels in turn get adver-
tisement money from the
advertisers on the basis of
these ratings. 

In Mumbai, there are 2,000
barometers installed in Mumbai
to monitor TRPs. “BARC has
given confidential contracts to
an agency called ‘Hansa’ for
monitoring these barometers.
Accused would ask some house-
holds to keep some channels on

even if they were not at home,”
Singh said.

The investigations revealed
that some of the people in
whose homes these barometers
have been installed have con-
fessed that they were paid Rs 400
to 500 for keeping their TV sets
switched on even if they didn’t
actually watch.

Singh said that the prelim-
inary investigations also revealed
that these accused persons had
manipulated the sampling
metering services by inducing
the barometer users by paying
them periodically to watch par-
ticular television channels.
“Many of the people in whose
homes these barometers have
been installed, have accepted
that they have been monetarily
beneficial for keeping their TV
sets on even if they actually did-
n’t watch,” the police chief said.

Having registered an offence
at the Kandivli police station, the
police produced the two arrest-
ed persons before a city court
which remanded them in the
custody of the crime branch
police till October 9.
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In the melee, a number of
BJP leaders including Arvind
Menon and Raju Banerjee were
injured. The duo including
many others had to be hospi-
talised. Surya condemned
“Mamata Banerjee’s police” for
uniting with the TMC goons to
attack the protesters who were
marching for legitimate causes.

The “Nabanna Chalo”
march was called to protest
against the alleged “corruption
and syndicate raj of the
Mamata Banerjee Government
which has triggered massive
unemployment in the State.”

In a subsequent briefing,
Surya said, “We are fighting
against the most corrupt and
criminalised Government of
the country,” adding “the way
the police suppressed a demo-
cratically hosted rally on
Thursday it would go do down
in the history as a black day.”

Explaining why only about
20-odd thousand people had
turned up in the march, Dilip
Ghosh complained how the
buses carrying the BJP workers
were stopped at various toll
plazas outside Kolkata.

He demanded investigation
into how dark blue-coloured
water was sprayed on the peo-
ple that gave burning sensation
on the skins.” The State
Government, however, came
out with a different explanation
saying holi colour was used to
identify the protesters for future
action.

With Nabanna closed for
two days for reported sanitisa-
tion work and the Chief
Minister out on an official trip
to Jangalmahal, the BJP work-
ers staged a sit-in near her
Kalighat residence from where
they were promptly evicted by

the police, sources said.
Meanwhile, even as the

Left dismissed the Thursday’s
skirmish as a fight for power
between two corrupt, “com-
munal, blood thirsty, capitalist
outfits,” State Minister Firhad
Hakim said, “BJP is not taken
seriously in Bengal as it is a
party of extremists.”

. =0 -	���3
3)	=.�	�$$$
will feel more confident once a
vaccine is there.” Regular inter-
national passenger flight ser-
vices have been suspended till
October 31. 

The Minister hinted that
this suspension is likely to be
in place till March-April.

“There are basically three
issues to consider before
resuming regular internation-
al flights. One, resuming
domestic connectivity con-
necting bigger cities to small-
er town, which we have already
done. Second, the nature of the
virus on which I can’t comment
and the third is international
restrictions. Every country
wants their people to return,
but for others there are plenty
of restrictions,” Puri said.

The Minister also said the
time has come to send a clear
message that foreign airlines’
flights will not be allowed at the
expense of Indian airlines. On
September 28, Lufthansa had to
cancel its flights between India
and Germany from September
30 to October 20 as the DGCA
withdrew permission for them
saying there are restrictions on
Indians who want to travel to
Germany and this puts “Indian
carriers at a significant disad-
vantage resulting in inequitable
distribution of traffic in favour
of Lufthansa”.
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President Donald Trump
vowed on Thursday not to

participate in next week’s
debate with Democratic nom-
inee Joe Biden after organisers
announced that it will take
place virtually because of the
President’s diagnosis of Covid.

“I’m not going to do a vir-
tual debate” with Biden, Trump
told Fox News, moments after
the Commission on
Presidential Debates
announced the changes due to
Trump’s diagnosis.

That cast serious doubts on
whether the event will go for-
ward, even as Biden’s cam-
paign vowed that its candidate
will participate.

“Biden looks forward to
speaking directly to the
American people,” deputy
Biden campaign manager Kate
Bedingfield said in a state-
ment. It is more evidence that
the race remains defined by the
virus, even as Trump has
attempted to underplay it.

The announcement from
the nonpartisan Commission
on Presidential Debates cited a
need “to protect the health and
safety of all involved with the
second presidential debate.”
The candidates will “participate
from separate remote loca-
tions” while the participants
and moderator remain in
Miami, it said. The announce-
ment came a week before Biden
and Trump were scheduled to
face off in Miami.
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The young actor, Tahir Raj Bhasin, will be seen
playing the role of Sunil Gavaskar in the Kabir

Khan directorial 83. It is about underdog India’s
incredible World Cup winning feat in 1983. Tahir
is glad that the government has given a green sig-
nal for theatres to finally open.

“It is a huge relief that thousands of multiplex
employees and businesses that depend on theatres
being open will finally get some respite. It is a sec-
tor that has endured a very long lockdown. I’m wait-
ing to hear about the film releasing in theatres after
this development. It’s a film that will transform the-
atres into cricket stadiums and is meant for a big
screen experience!” says Tahir.  

He is confident that theatres will do whatever
it takes to make movie-watching a safe experience.
He also urges people to be responsible citizens in
return to fight the virus.

Says he, “Taking precedence over the jubilation
of films in theatres are the safety norms that cine-
ma halls and members of the public must adhere
to as a combined effort. Wearing a mask, keeping
our distance and avoiding stepping out if we exhib-
it COVID-19 symptoms are a safety self-check we
must stick to. As we celebrate the return of the coun-
try’s favourite form of entertainment, we also must
operate very cautiously around the boundaries of
the new normal.”

While dating in 2020 might be dif-
ferent, it doesn’t mean it has to
be any less fun. There are new

things to be explored this season. Gen-z
is full of creative life-hackers and there
are a lot of firsts to be had with dating in
2020. 

Here are some creative tips, tricks and
hacks on how to date from some of our
favourite influencers and content creators
— Mallika Dua, Dolly Singh, Radhika
Bangia, Varun Thakur and Rahul Dua.
They share some ingenious and safe ways
to navigate dating in the new normal. 

Everything Mallika as Sima Taparia
taught us about dating this time

Mallika’s Scheme-a Aunty is the
Tinder and Indian Matchmaking
crossover 2020 needed. She has lots of
tips and tricks for dating this time. They
involve shared menus for virtual dates,
sage advice on compromise and so
much more. Not surprisingly, like 77 per
cent of Tinder members said in a recent
poll, Mallika endorses just staying in your
PJs for a virtual date. 

She says, “A good date is like COVID,
available everywhere and possible any-
time. It’s not a problem if you can’t meet
anyone in person, you can set up a nice
candle light date with them virtually and
tie your sibling to a chair so that they
don’t disturb you.” 

With a hint of humour, she further
says, “Compromise is very important in
any relationship. If you want to watch a
rom-com and your date wants to watch

a thriller, then you must compromise and
watch a rom-com. If you are smart,
funny, nice and lovely, you will meet
many matches, just make sure your
matches know you have other matches
too.” 

If they can’t commit to a mask, how will
they commit to you? Dolly’s reasons to
date 

Virtual dating during social distanc-
ing means longer conversations, casual
clothing and an even sweeter date IRL.

In fact, the year has brought some new
ways that you can use on your first date.
If you are meeting your date from a dis-
tance, Dolly recommends a T-shirt that
reads: Sanitise if you like me.

She lists a few reasons to start dating:

�Use your phone wisely. Download a
dating app where you can meet the
world. 
�Sometimes virtual is better than real-
ity. It gives you the time to ask all the
important questions and reflect. 
�Now meeting will be 100 times more
special as you will wait to test negative
to finally meet your date.

Radhika’s tips on dating in 2020:
How soon is too soon to reply to a
text? 

Swipe through some memes, do a
dance routine and play with your pet
before replying to a text. She even has
a way to ensure you don’t accidentally
like your matches posts from 2013.

Radhika lists some tips for match-
ing in 2020:

�Don’t give up easily. Keep swiping till
you find the one.
�Don’t reply immediately and don’t be
desperate. 
�How to prevent yourself from liking
their old picture while doing your
research? Well, put a tape around your
thumb so in case you touch your
screen accidentally, you know you are
safe.

Lastly, when you are done follow-
ing all these, whenever you plan to meet
them, put on a sexy mask, maintain
social distancing and give them a hand
sanitiser. 

“Haters gonna hate, daters gonna
date.” Varun on the dating hacks of
this year

What’s the most important dating
hack of 2020 according to Varun aka
Vicky Malhotra? Well, according to him
you need to reinvent yourself, replace
your profile pictures with those of you
doing household chores since in 2020
that is the most attractive quality. Says he,
“Please don’t be the guy with cliche pic-
tures in leather jackets with sunglasses
and a guitar in your hand.” 

His video on how to hack Tinder in
2020 says, “Whether there’s a pandemic
or endemic, dating cannot stop. As the
famous saying goes, “haters are going to
hate and daters are going to date.”
Another important thing about dating
this time is that one has to be responsi-
ble. Unless it’s safe, please don’t go out
and start dating without mask and other
precautionary measures.”

He adds, “Online dating is the way
to go. And for that you need good inter-
net speed because no matter how good
your personality is, if your picture is pix-
elated, running on 256 kbps infront of a
beautiful girl, it’s pretty much pointless.”

He further advices that you should-
n’t try to be something that you are not.
Don’t have quotes for the heck of it. Don’t
quote William Shakespeare or Mark
Twain for no reason. Just chill out.

When sanitisers replace perfume:
Dating this year as told by Rahul 

We’re grateful for the scented sani-
tisers and loving this 2020 dating hack
of writing your name on your mask to
recognise your match if you do decide to
meet IRL.

Trust your elders, especially if it’s
Rahul with a filter. 

This lockdown has seen the end
of automotive journalists like

myself jetting off to exotic locations
to drive a car, stay in a fancy hotel
and return, all usually within 24
hours. Since we are so focussed on
the vehicle that we are driving, we
really don’t get to experience the joys
of either the location or the proper-
ty. Well, those days are long gone, for
now at least, and while some read-
ers (and editors) might not lament
the end of travel, there was one slight
benefit — all automotive writers and
presenters got to drive cars at the
same time.

The fact is that the lockdown has
unfortunately meant that several
manufacturers have had challenges
sending their fleet of media test-
drive cars across the country, and
while dealer cars are an option in a
pinch, dealers are rarely happy los-
ing a vehicle for a day when they
could make actual potential cus-
tomers drive the car. Because the
truth of the matter is that auto jour-
nalists don’t really buy cars. Well, it’s
been three years now that I sold my
last car.

So, it took a while for me to get
my hands on the new Volkswagen
Tiguan AllSpace. This car is differ-
ent from the outgoing Tiguan in the
sense that it has a 190PS two-litre

petrol engine, and crucially is longer
by 215 mm overall, mainly the rear
overhang but there is also a 109 mm
increase in the wheelbase, some-
thing clearly evident on the rear
doors. As a result of these extra eight
inches, Volkswagen manages to fit
in an extra third row. Now, we have
seven seats in the Tiguan and if
you’re wondering where you’ve seen
this story before, there was the
Skoda Kodiaq which was the Group’s
seven-seat competitor in the SUV
space, and the Allspace and the
Kodiaq are mechanically and struc-
turally the same vehicle. It is just that
the Kodiaq isn’t on sale right now as
there is no BS6 variant, which
reduces the possibility of brand
cannibalisation inside the group.

So the Allspace is the Kodiaq,
but this one should not evaluate it
on that front but actually compare
this to the outgoing model. Well,
truth be told, I liked the old, not-so-
long Tiguan. While eight inches

might make a lot of men feel very
happy about themselves, it really
doesn’t do wonders for the Tiguan.
Why do I say that? Well, I’m not a fan
of extended wheelbase variants unless
you’re talking of cars like the A8, 7-
series and S-Class. That is simply
because extended wheelbase vehicles,
particularly vehicles not designed to
function as limousines, compromise
on handling dynamics. Yes, engineers
can mitigate the impact of Newtonian
physics when it comes to such cars
but you keep asking yourself whether
it is worth it.

And like many other three-row
cars, the Allspace’s last row is only
to be used in a pinch. Maybe on the
school run when you don’t have any
need to store luggage. That said, with
the third row down, you can now
store a lot of luggage and by push-
ing the second row further back,
travel in immense comfort. The
Allspace is perfect. If you own a
Labrador, for example, and want to

take your dog with yourself on a hol-
iday, because you can fit some lug-
gage and a dog, and the dog will find
the Allspace a lovely place thanks to
features like the panoramic sun-
roof.

However, I am also a bit disap-
pointed that Volkswagen doesn’t
offer a diesel option on the Allspace
because as nice as the petrol engine
is, you wish that it was a bit torquier.
It is perfect for urban conditions but
on twisty hill roads, you would wish
that you had a diesel motor (or a big-
ger petrol) instead. 

So does this car make sense?
Well, as compared to other cars in its
class, the Allspace which features
‘4Motion’ all-wheel drive is priced at
�33.24 lakh. It is cheaper than the
top-end variants of the Ford
Endeavor, Toyota Fortuner and the
new MG Gloster, but not quite as
large and while it is fabulously well
put-together, I am not sure if it has
the road presence of the competition.
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Chickpeas, which ideally belong to
the legume family, have been a part
of the middle-eastern, Indian and

the Mediterranean cuisine since thousands
of years. The two kinds of chickpeas —
Desi and Kabuli — are small and dark, and
large and beige-coloured with a thin skin,
respectively. Nutrition experts believe
that looking around at the market today,
we certainly have found a new player in
chickpeas. But why? What for? How did
they get so popular?

Well, they are known to be a great
source of plant-based proteins. They’re
high in minerals, vitamins and dietary
fibre. They can help control the blood
sugar levels, in weight management and
improve digestive health.

According to a study published in the
NCBI, 100 gm cooked chickpea has 164k
calories, 2.59 g fat, 8.86 g protein, 7.6 g
fibre, 27.42 g carbohydrates, 48 mg mag-
nesium, 49 mg calcium, 172 mcg foliate
and 168 mg phosphorous.

It is a low and high protein superfood
and a great alternative to refined flour
which has zero nutrients. Hence, various
nutrition companies have developed
nutritious gluten gluten-free made of
chickpea. So that even when you are
enjoying a delicious bowl of pasta, you do
not have to compromise on the health fac-
tor.
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Being rich in dietary fibre and high

proteins, chickpea keeps you full for a
longer period of time. This results in
reduced appetite and lower calorie intake
which essentially helps in weight manage-
ment.
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Chickpea have a low glycemic index of

28. It slows the carbohydrate absorption
and prevents sudden a spike in blood sugar,
making it a good choice for diabetics. The
high fibre also helps to prevent inflamma-
tion in individuals suffering from Type-1
diabetes.

Aids in digestion, chickpeas include
both soluble as well as insoluble fibre, which
promotes the growth of good gut bacteria,
thereby supporting healthy digestion. The
insoluble fibre in regular bowel movements
and thus prevents constipation.
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Chickpea is a good source of calci-
um, magnesium and potassium — all of
which are highly essential for strong
bones. It also has the lowest level of phy-
tates among all beans and lentils. Phytates
can interfere with the body’s ability to
absorb calcium. Since chickpeas are
soaked before cooking, this step further
reduces the phytate levels in it.
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The magnesium and potassium con-

tent in chickpea helps to maintain
healthy blood pressure levels in the
body. The soluble fibre helps to reduce
LDL or blood cholesterol levels. Both
these are known risk factors of heart dis-
eases.
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Chickpea has a number of cancer-

fighting agents such as saponins, seleni-
um, folate and beta carotenes. All these
have been known to reduce the risk of
developing cancer in breast, lung and
colon. Consumption of chickpea also
promotes the production of butyrate,
which is known to reduce cell prolifer-
ation and induce apoptosis, which in turn
may reduce the risk of colon cancer.
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Nutrients like Manganese V Zincins

A and B in chickpeas help to reduce wrin-
kles and age spots. They also help to
reduce hair fall and fight dandruff.

Apply a mask made using chickpea
flour (besan), turmeric powder and
water on your face for 15 minutes, wash

it off to see the desired glow.
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Rich in folate, iron, and vitamin C, all

of which are essential for the synthesis of
haemoglobin, chickpeas makes sure that
adequate levels of vitamin C are present in
the body to absorb iron. Hence, chickpeas
make a valuable addition in the diet, espe-

cially for pregnant women or menopausal
women, who are at higher risk of being
anaemic.

Since they are a rich source of folate,
they act as an essential for pregnant
women. It helps in the baby’s development
and prevents neural tube defects. The rec-
ommended daily intake of folate for preg-
nant women is 400 mcg.

The fluctuation of hormones, partic-
ularly the decline in estrogen, is the cause
of many menopausal complaints or symp-
toms. Chickpeas are a good source of phy-
toestrogen, which basically are plant com-
pound that is capise of binding to estro-
gen receptors and can replace some of the
effects of estrogen that is no longer being
made. Regular consumption of chickpea
thus helps in reducing menopausal symp-
toms like hot flashes and vaginal dryness.

Tips to use: Apart from the all-time
favourite masala, chickpeas can be used in
salads, hummus and also as a roasted
snack. It can be grounded into flour and
used as a thickener in gravies or to make
crunchy pakodas.

(The writer is Nutrition Coach and Co-
Founder of Naturally Yours.)
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Struggling to figure out their best
eleven, Rajasthan Royals will need

to come up with some quick-fix mea-
sures to snap their three-match los-
ing streak when they take on a formi-
dable Delhi Capitals unit here on
Friday.

The Royals were off to a flying
start, winning both their games at
Sharjah but they have struggled to
adjust to the bigger grounds of Dubai
and Abu Dhabi, slipping to three suc-
cessive defeats.

Now back to the Sharjah Cricket
Stadium, Rajasthan will take inspira-
tion from their two big wins here to
turn things around
against a dominant Delhi.

Led by Shreyas Iyer,
Delhi have looked solid
in all three departments,
winning four out of their
five matches.

For Rajasthan, time is running
out as they still have not been able to
find their best playing XI. While the
return of Ben Stokes will give them
hope but the England allrounder is
currently in quarantine and will be
available only after October 11.

The sudden loss of form of
skipper Steve Smith and Sanju
Samson — who did bulk of the
scoring in the first two match-
es, is as much a reason for
their failure as the lack of
runs from the Indian
batsmen in the
team.

RR did try to
rejig their line-up
against Mumbai
Indians by including
young batsman
Yashasvi Jaiswal and

pacer Kartik Tyagi and Ankit Rajpoot
in the playing XI but it didn’t change
their fortunes. While Jaiswal was out
for a second-ball duck at the top,
Rajpoot went for 42 in his three overs
but young Tyagi showed promise with
his one for 36 on IPL debut.

The good news for RR is the
return to form of opener Jos Buttler,
who scored a fine 44-ball 70 in their
last game.

In bowling, Jofra Archer and Tom
Curran have been left to do the heavy
lifting, while spinner Rahul Tewatia
has not been to produce the break-
throughs consistently.

Delhi, on the other hand, have
been a well-oiled machine, boosting

of a solid bowling unit which
is well supported by the bats-
men.

While skipper Iyer has
been in good form, opener
Prithvi Shaw and Rishabh
Pant have done their job

well. Marcus Stonis too have pro-
duced two smashing fifties so far.

On the bowling front, Kagiso
Rabada has looked ominous with 12
wickets to emerge as the best bowler

in the IPL so far. South African
pacer Anrich Nortje too has deliv-
ered when the team needed him
to.

Harshal Patel, as Ishant
Sharma’s replacement, did well

against Kolkata Knight
Riders with 2 for 34 but he
conceded 43 in their last
match.

A fit-again
Ravichandran Ashwin,
who replaced injured
Amit Mishra, also
returned with one wick-
et for 26 in his come-

back game.
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Chennai Super Kings head
coach Stephen Fleming

said Kedar Jadhav was sent
ahead of Ravindra Jadega and
DJ Bravo in a tense run chase
against Kolkata Knight Riders
because of his ability to play
spin well.

However, Jadhav laboured
to seven off 12 balls as KKR
won the game by 10 runs.

“At the time, we thought
that Kedar could play the
spinner well and dominate,
while Jadeja was there to come
and finish. But in the end
there was too much work to
do and we fell short,” Fleming
said at the press-match confer-
ence.

Jadhav was trolled heavi-
ly on social media following
the defeat.

The New Zealander rued
that their batsmen let it “slip”
despite having so much
resources. The team added
just 14 runs from 11-14 overs,
a period when they lost both

Shane Watson and an in-form
Ambati Rayudu. 

“If we could have got one
of those players to 75-plus and
continued that partnership
for another maybe four or five
overs, the game might have

been a lot different.
“Kolkata hung in there

long enough to put pressure
on us and we just couldn’t

accelerate. We feel disappoint-
ed that we let it slip.”
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Dubai: Former Indian pacer Ashish
Nehra is mighty impressed with the per-
formance of youngsters Devdutt Padikkal
and Ravi Bishnoi in the ongoing edition
of IPL.

Padikkal, who is playing for the
RCB, has been in great form so far, amass-
ing 178 runs in the five innings he has
played. Bishnoi, on the other hand, is ply-
ing his trade with Kings XI Punjab and
he has been able to scalp seven wickets
in six innings he has bowled. 

“Ravi Bishnoi and Devdutt Padikkal,
both have shown great character. As I said
earlier, I would’ve liked Parthiv Patel to
open, but that is out of the picture now.
Looking at the future, I am impressed by
Devdutt Padikkal and Ravi Bishnoi’s
performance,” said Nehra while speaking
on Star Sports show Cricket Connected. 

Meanwhile, former India batting
coach Sanjay Bangar heaped praised on
SunRisers Hyderabad pacer T Natarajan.
Bangar, in particular, has been impressed
with Natarajan’s ability to bowl yorkers
which in turn has sorted out the death
bowling issue for SunRisers. IANS
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The legendary Sunil
Gavaskar believes that T20

cricket doesn’t need much tin-
kering as it is in “pink of
health” but custodians of the
game can consider allowing
two bouncers per over, mov-
ing ahead.

The shortest format, over
the years, has witnessed dom-
inance of batsmen across the
globe with bowlers having lit-
tle to play for on flat decks
with short boundaries.

Does he foresee see a rule
change to ease the pressure off
bowlers?

“The T20 game is doing
very well and there’s no need
to tinker with it,” Gavaskar
told PTI from the UAE where

he is working as a broadcast-
er for the Indian Premier
League.

But the iconic figure did
put forth a few suggestions
which could be seriously con-
sidered by the lawmakers of
the game.

“It is loaded heavily in
favour of the batsmen for
sure. So, give a fast bowler two
bouncers per over and yes the
boundaries can be easily
longer, if the ground authori-
ties want it,” he said.

“Also look at giving an
extra over to the bowler who
takes a wicket in his first three
overs. But seriously there’s no
need to bring any changes at
all,” the 71-year-old opening
great added.

Talking about rules,
Gavaskar suggested that the
TV umpire should be empow-
ered to check whether a non-
striker is backing up too far
even before a bowler has deliv-
ered the ball.

He feels that if TV umpire
finds that the non-striker is
backing up too far, even if
there is a boundary, it should
be ruled “one short” as a
penalty.

Melbourne: Former Australia
captain Allan Border says his
country’s cricket board must not
bow down to the BCCI on the
scheduling changes — the
Sydney Test in particular —
regarding the upcoming mar-
quee tour by India.

The Sydney Test, usually
known as the New Year’s Test,
begins in the first week of
January but has been pushed
back to January 7 in the planned
schedule.

As per the schedule, yet to
be ratified by the BCCI and
Cricket Australia, the ODIs will
be followed by three T20Is in
Adelaide between December 4-
8 and then the four-match Test
series with the opener in
Adelaide from December 17
instead of the traditional
Brisbane.

Border is not amused by the
change in schedule.

“I don’t think it should be a
negotiated scenario,” Border
told Fox Sports News.

“If it’s necessary because of
what is happening globally with
the virus then fair enough, but
if it’s just because they want a bit
of a spell off between Boxing
Day and the New Year’s Test
match then that’s rubbish.

“We’ve been doing this for
how many years now, back-to-
back Test matches? It works a
treat through that Christmas-
New Year period and I would-
n’t be comfortable with it mov-
ing just because India want a
couple more days off.”

Even broadcasters Seven
West Media, the owner of
Channel 7, are crying foul over
the schedule that Cricket
Australia has prepared.

Border added, “I think
they’re just playing mind games.”

“They consider themselves
the strength of world cricket, and
financially that is the case so they
do have a fair say in things. But
if the roles were reversed, we
wouldn’t have much say in the
itinerary, it would just be put in
front of us and these are the
dates that we’re going to play.

“You can negotiate as much
as you like but these are tradi-
tional dates that everyone knows
have been in the calendar forev-
er, so to start negotiating now…
it’s a tough one. I wouldn’t be
bowing down to it — we’ve got
traditional dates, let’s stick with
them.”

Border also criticised the
shifting of the Brisbane Test to
the back-end. PTI
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Teenager Iga Swiatek became
the first Polish woman in 81

years to reach the French Open
final on Thursday as she demol-
ished Argentine qualifier Nadia
Podoroska 6-2, 6-1.

The 19-year-old has yet to
drop a set at the tournament
and will play two-time
Wimbledon champion Petra
Kvitova or Australian Open
winner Sofia Kenin for the title
on Saturday.

"I'm kind of surprised, real-
ly. I never thought at the start I
would play so good here but I
always knew that if I was going
to be in the final of a Grand
Slam it would be at the French
Open," said Swiatek.

"It's a dream come true."
Swiatek, ranked 54, has

matched the run of compatriot
Jadwiga Jedrzejowska who fin-
ished runner-up at Roland
Garros in 1939.

She is only the second
Polish woman to reach a Grand
Slam final in the Open era after
Agnieszka Radwanska at
Wimbledon in 2012.

Swiatek becomes the sev-
enth unseeded women's finalist
at Roland Garros. Of the previ-

ous six, only Jelena Ostapenko
in 2017 went on to lift the tro-
phy.

"Basically I wanted to play
this match as if it was the first
round. I didn't want to think I
was in the semi-finals because
it would stress me," said Swiatek,
who has conceded only 23
games en route to the final.

The last woman to capture
the French Open title without
losing a set was Justine Henin in
2007.

"It's going to be a tough
match, for sure," added Swiatek,
who has never faced Kvitova or
Kenin.

"I don't want to think about
it right now. I'm just happy to be
in the final, it's overwhelming
for me."

World number 131
Podoroska was the lowest-
ranked semi-finalist in Paris in
the modern era, and the first
women's qualifier to reach the
last four of the French Open.

She will rise to a career a
best of 48th after the tourna-
ment, having arrived
without a single Grand
Slam main draw win
to her name.
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Fourth seed Kenin and
seventh seed Kvitova have
both made the last four without
facing a seeded opponent.

Kenin's highest-ranked rival
was world number 49 Fiona
Ferro in the last 16; Kvitova's
was 39th-ranked Zhang Shuai,
also in the fourth round.

Despite that, Kenin has had
to battle through four three-set-
ters in five of her matches so far.
It's a further sign of her tenac-

ity on clay - at the 2019 tourna-
ment, she stunned Serena
Williams in the third round.

Before this season, the 21-
year-old had never gone as far
as the quarter-finals on the
surface.

Kvitova, back in the semi-
finals for the first time since
2012 when she lost to eventual
champion Maria Sharapova,
has not dropped a set.

"It means a lot to be back in
the semi-finals," said 30-year-
old Kvitova. "After my last
match, I was very emotional to
be in the quarter-finals. Now I

am in the semis. I never
imagined this would
happen after every-
thing that has hap-
pened. This is my lucky
place."

It was Paris where
Kvitova made her come-

back in 2017 after spending six
months recovering from a ter-
rifying knife attack at her home
in December 2016.

Kenin believes her
Melbourne breakthrough will
be key for her on Thursday.

"I definitely feel like I have
improved since Australia. I'm
having a lot of matches and
finding my groove," she said.
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Struggling Kings XI Punjab
captain KL Rahul on

Thursday rued the early run-
out of Mayank Agarwal, saying
it was a disaster for his side in
their pursuit of a stiff 202-run
target against Sunrisers
Hyderabad in an IPL match
here.

KXIP were all out for 132
in 16.5 overs to slump to a 69-
run loss, their fifth defeat —
and fourth on the trot — in six
matches to remain at the bot-
tom of the IPL points table.

KXIP made a disastrous
start to their run chase as they
lost two wickets inside five
overs. In-form Agarwal (9)
was run out in a horrible mix-
up with Rahul (11) in the sec-
ond over itself, while
Prabhsimran Singh looked
promising for a while but got
out for 11.

“When we lose wickets in
the power-play, it’s gonna be
tough, especially when we’re
playing only six batters. Getting
Mayank run-out wasn't the
ideal start, it was a disaster,” a
disappointed Rahul said in the
post-match presentation.

“It was also one of those
days when everything we hit in
the air went to the fielders.”

KXIP made amends of
their woeful death overs bowl-
ing by conceding just 41 runs
in the last five overs and taking
six wickets in the process with
leg-spinner Ravi Bishnoi (3/29)
triggering a batting collapse of
SRH.

And Rahul was full of
praise for his bowlers, saying:
“The last five games we strug-

gled with our death bowling,
but that was a positive today.
The boys showed courage and
pulled things back, you expect
them to score 230-plus after
that start.”

The KXIP skipper also
lauded Nicholas Pooran (77 off
37 balls) for his lone effort with
the bat and young Bishnoi's

bowling display.
“Pooran is just so good to

watch and he’s batting really
well. Did the same thing every
time he got a chance last year
as well. One more thing for us
to stay positive about, we know
that Nicky will come good.

Winning captain David
Warner, who made 52 off 40
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If playing against him was not
enough, Varun Chakravarthy

ended up bowling Mahendra
Singh Dhoni out and described
the moment as “surreal”, three
years after watching him from
the stands at Chepauk with big
dreams in his eyes.

Chakravarthy, a mystery
spinner, capped off what was a
memorable day for him in the
IPL by getting photographed
with the World Cup-winning
skipper.

Representing KKR,
Chakravarthy dismissed Dhoni
at a crucial stage in their IPL
match against Chennai Super
Kings on Wednesday.

“Three years back, I used

to come to the Chepauk stand
and sit with the audience,
crowd,” he told Rahul Tripathi
in a video posted by
iplt20.Com.

“I used to come just to see
Dhoni batting. Now I bowled
against him. It was a surreal
moment for me.”

Chasing a tricky target of
168 on a slow pitch, the veter-
an was just bracing up to cut
loose when the 29-year-old
spinner from Tamil Nadu
spoiled his plans.

“Today’s wicket was very
flat. My thought was, it was a
180-run wicket. So it was not
turning a great deal. Mahi bhai
was going well. I just thought
that if I can land the ball in
good length I might have a

chance to take his wicket. 
“Thankfully I was able to

execute it well. After the match
I took a picture with Dhoni sir.
I just want to say one thing in
Tamil — Thala, thala dhaan.”
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The big-hitting Chris
Gayle was on Thursday

about to feature in his first
game of IPL 2020 but for
food poisoning, Kings XI
Punjab head coach Anil
Kumble said.

Kumble said it on air
after the eighth over of
Sunrisers Hyderabad innings
at the Dubai International
Stadium here.

“Chris Gayle was going
to play today’s match but he
is sick. He is down with
food poisoning that’s why he
isn’t in playing eleven,”
Kumble told commentators
during the game.

Gayle, one of Indian
Premier League’s all-time
biggest players, is yet to play
a single game in the ongoing
13th edition of the lucrative
league played behind closed
doors.

However, with
Australian star Glenn
Maxwell not living up to the
expectations of the franchise,
Gayle was in with a chance to
feature against Sunrisers
Hyderabad.

KXIP batting coach
Wasim Jaffer had recently
said they would like to play
Gayle before it becomes too
difficult for the side to keep
its playoffs hopes alive. 
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