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he stand-off between the
Centre and Punjab farmers
continues as a delegation of
protesting farmers’ leaders
from Punjab invited for talks by
Union Agriculture Secretary
Sanjay Agarwal on Wednesday
here cried foul and walked out
of the meeting, demanding the
presence of Minister of
Agriculture & Farmers Welfare
Narendra Singh Tomar. The
agitated farmers claimed the
Government is least interested
in solving farmers’ problems
with no Minister present to
hear them out.
Amid farmers’ protests
across the State, Punjab has
become the first State to reject
the Centre’s farm laws. At the
Cabinet
meeting
on
Wednesday, Punjab Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh
rejected the farm laws enacted
by the Centre and convened a
special Assembly session on
October 19 to bring a legislation to counter the Centre’s
farm laws.
The Punjab Cabinet’s move
is expected to have overwhelming support, with both
the ruling Congress and the
Opposition Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD). The CM had
announced his Government
will fight the “anti-federal and
vicious farm laws tooth and
nail through legislative, legal
and other routes”.
Meanwhile,
Union
Minister Prakash Javadekar
said the Government is always
open for discussion with farm-
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ers on the revolutionary farm
laws. When asked about boycott by farmers’ body, Javadekar
said Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar have
already held one round of discussion with farmer organisations on this issue.
“If someone wants more
(discussion), we are always
open (to) meet everyone. But
Tomarji has an engagement
today, therefore he has gone.
When he will get free, he is
meeting all. There is no problem in this,” Information and
Broadcasting
Minister
Javadekar told the media after
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he Uttar Pradesh government has issued a notification to acquire nearly 1,200
acre land to build a new worldclass city adjacent to old
Ayodhya in line with Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath’s ambitious plans for the temple town.
The notification was issued
on Monday to acquire a total of
1,193 acre land on the banks of
river Saryu along Lucknow
Gorakhpur highway, said officials on Wednesday.
For the acquisition of land
in Manjha Tiruha, Manjha
Baretha and Shahnawazpur
areas, the government has also
sanctioned a sum of Rs 4,000
crore, Ayodhya Development
Authority’s Vice Chairman and
Municipal Commissioner Vishal
Singh told PTI.
Singh said the government
has made Uttar Pradesh
Housing Development Board
the nodal agency to implement
the project of building a new
Ayodhya and a team of Board
officials has reached the temple
town for some preliminary
works. The new Ayodhya will
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have a bow shape aerial look
with its roads appearing to be
sun rays emanating from the
upcoming Sri Ram Temple, said
Singh talking of the design
specification for the new city.
Several expert engineers
and architects are preparing the
design for the city, he said.
Singh said Ayodhya, one of
Saptpuris the seven pilgrimage
centres for Hindus — will be
developed as a global pilgrimage
city and as a part of the
Ramayana Circuit under
Swadesh Darshan scheme, connected to Chitrakoot through
Ram Van Gaman Marg (the
road taken by Lord Ram for his
forest-dwelling out of Ayodhya).
Singh said the new city will
also be connected to all the
major pilgrim centres including
those of Varanasi, Allahabad and
Gorakhpur.
Singh recalled that after the
Bhoomipujan for the construction of Ram Janambhoomi
Temple by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on August 5, the
chief minister had instructed
officials to complete the work of
establishing a world-class new
Ayodhya on a war footing.

the Minister is not meeting us,
why the Government is playing
double standards by calling us
here and Ministers holding
virtual meetings in Punjab.
There was no proper response,”
Darshan Pal, member of the
coordination committee of 29
farmers’ organisations, told
reporters after the meeting.
BKU leader Balbir Singh
Rajewal said the farmers’ representatives will meet in
Chandigarh on Thursday to
discuss the next course of
action. “He (Agriculture
Secretary) kept saying he wants
to act as a bridge and help, etc.
We asked why we were called
when no Minister was present
to talk to us. The Secretary said
he will communicate our
demands further,” said a farmer
union leader.
“The meeting was an effort
to try and create a false impression that the Central
Government is engaging with
farmers, when in fact it is
going all out to roll out and
enforce the anti-farmer laws,”
the All-India Kisan Sangharsh
Coordination Committee
(AIKSCC) said in a statement.
“First, the Government
should be ready to review and
if necessary, repeal the three
laws. Second, the Government
should be ready to consider legislating the minimum support
price as a legal right and deal
with input cost, food security
and other issues,” the AIKSCC
statement said. Farmers also
presented a memorandum of
demands to the Government.
Continued on Page 11
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s the poll campaign for the
A
first phase of election in
Bihar on October 28 heats up,
BJP’s national president JP
Nadda will again go the State
on Thursday for physical campaign rallies and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the
main face of the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA), is
expected to swoop down on the
State for first series of electioneering from October 22,
which, among others, include
the Assembly seats of Buxar,
Jehannabad and Bhagalpur.
BJP senior leaders, including party general secretary and
State-in-charge Bhupendra
Yadav and former Maharashtra
Chief Minister and the campaign-in-charge Devendra
Fadnavis, are drawing up plan
for the Prime Minister’s rallies
as he is seen as the prime
mover and shaker of voters in
the State with Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar facing the antiincumbency factor.
Modi’s rallies are expected
to be held in Buxar, Jehanabad,
Rohtas and Bhagalpur for the
NDA candidates, beginning
October 22. The Covid-19
conditions have put extra-pressure on the planners and the
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO)
is carefully examining the
details before giving a go ahead
for the physical rallies.
With the pandemic still on
surge, rallies ahead of the
Assembly elections would be
conducted with standard operating procedure and guidelines for safety. On Monday a

the Cabinet meeting.
A delegation of 29 farmers
organisations, comprising
Balbir Singh Rajewal, Darshan
Pal, Jagjit Singh Dalewal,
Jagmohan Singh, Kulwant
Singh, Surjit Singh and Satnam
Singh Sahni, who had come to
attend meeting are said to have
asked the Secretary what an
administrative officer can do
when the political leadership
was not interested in repealing
the recently-passed farm laws
and walked out of the meeting.
After a one-and-a-halfhour long meeting with
Agarwal, the farmers leaders
were seen shouting slogans

and tearing copies of new farm
laws outside Krishi Bhavan.
Farmers’ leaders Jogjit
Singh Dalewal and Jagmohan
Singh said at least Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar should have been present at the meeting. The meeting was convened at the Krishi
Bhavan amid police security to
avoid any protest. Farmers’
leaders said that their agitation
against the contentious farm
laws will continue.
“No proper discussion took
place. Neither Union
Agriculture Minister nor junior
Ministers were present to hear
our concerns. We asked why
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Wednesday said the
Centre should implement “as
soon as possible” interest waiver on loans of up to C2 crore
under the RBI moratorium
scheme in view of the Covid19 pandemic, saying the common man’s Diwali is in the
Government’s hands.
The apex court sought
know from the Centre as to
whether the benefit of loan
interest waiver for borrowers of
up to C2 crore during the
moratorium period has “percolated” to the common man.
The court, which observed
that it is concerned about how
benefit of interest waiver would
be given to borrowers, said the
Centre has taken a “welcome
decision” by taking note of
plight of common man but
authorities have not issued any
order in this regard.
“Something concrete has to
be done,” a bench headed by
Justice Ashok Bhushan said,
adding, “Benefits of waivers
must be implemented as soon
as possible”. The SC posted the
matter for hearing on
November 2.
Continued on Page 11
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o ensure that it is not
caught napping in the winters and festivities in the coming weeks when Covid-19 cases
are likely to spike, the Union
Health Ministry has initiated
the process of importing liquid
oxygen to meet any unforeseen
shortage due to rise in demand
for oxygen.
On behalf of the
Government, public sector
undertaking HLL Lifecare
Limited floated a global tender
on Wednesday for procuring
one lakh metric tonne of liquid
oxygen, as per its website.
The oxygen is being procured for various Central and
State Government hospitals.
The entire exercise of importing and then distributing the
medical oxygen is estimated to
cost C600-700 crore, according
to officials in the Ministry.
Even though, Covid cases
are on decline as has been
shown by the data available
from the Government, experts
as well as the Government fear
that the upcoming festive season and following winter
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months may see a spike in
coronavirus infections.
On Tuesday, Dr VK Paul,
Niti Aayog member (Health),
said in the coming winter
months, when respiratory
viruses are more dangerous, we
would have to make efforts to
bring a decline in the number
of cases.
“Winter season is seen as a
breeding ground for viruses
and infections. We must
remember that the world is also
witnessing a second peak. We
are also detecting more severe
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forms of coronavirus cases as
the season progresses,” said
the Niti Aayog member.
“This is the time for it
because, during winters, respiratory infections go up and,
whatever else we may say for
Covid, it is, after all, a disease
that affects the respiratory tract
and it is well known that respiratory infections happen
more during the winter season,”
Dr Paul said indicating rise in
numbers.
A report prepared by the
National Centre for Disease
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heatres and multiplexes will
T
open this week, the earliest
on October 15, in several
places, including Delhi and
parts of Madhya Pradesh and
Gujarat, with stringent dos
and don’ts in keeping with the
new Covid-19 normal. Sushant
Singh Rajput’s last theatrical
release “Chhichhore” is among
the films that will get a big
screen re-release on Thursday.
However, theatres and
multiplexes will remain closed
in Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu,
Kerala and Chhattisgarh.
The SOPs mandated by
the Union Government include
one seat distance in halls, 50
per cent capacity, masks at all
time, proper ventilation and air
conditioner temperature set-

Bihar Minister for backward
and extremely backward class
welfare Vinod Kumar Singh,
55, passed away due to postCovid-19 complications.
The Prime Minster will
also address poll rallies digitally,
though number of physical
and virtual public meeting is
yet to be fixed, said sources,
adding total addresses could be
more than ten, according to
party sources.
Bihar is one of the first of
States in the country to go to
polls under Covid-19 conditions. Physical rallies are
increasingly turning “normal”
with political leaders pulling
out all full stops to attract voters who, this time, are not
swayed by one particular issue
or political personality.
BJP president is on a twoday tour of Bihar for electioneering from October 15 and to
address rallies at Vikramganj,
Karakat (Rohtas), Goh
(Aurangabad) and on October
16 campaign in Barahat
(Banaka), Hisua (Nawada)
Assembly segments.

tings at above 23 degrees
Celsius.
PVR Cinemas, India’s
largest film exhibitor with 845
screens in 176 properties across
71 cities, on Wednesday said 10
States and four UTs have given
their go-ahead for the reopening of cinemas. Accordingly,
PVR will start operations in
487 screens from Thursday
and hope that other States will
soon give their green signal too.
The multiplex chain said it
hopes to build customer confidence with an ‘Evangelism’
phase which will give people a
chance to experience its
enhanced safety features firsthand. This phase will involve
goodwill screenings for the
company’s employees, health
workers and the police force
and their children.
Continued on Page 11

Control (NCDC) too has
warned that Delhi might witness an increase of 15,000 daily
coronavirus cases during the
winter season with festive gatherings, seasonal illnesses and
influx of patients from outside
adding the city’s tally.
As on Tuesday, around
3.97 per cent of the Covid-19
patients were on oxygen support, 2.46 per cent were in ICU
beds which are again with oxygen support and 0.40 per cent
on ventilator support.
Continued on Page 11

BJP launched its “Bihar
Me Ee Ba” to showcase the
infrastructure development in
Bihar under the NDA regime.
The BJP’s video song also mentions the opening of IITs,
AIIMS, new bridges as well as
improvement in the health and
education sector. It talks about
transforming Bihar cities into
metros like Mumbai and Delhi.
Countering the BJP development plank, the rival alliance
leader RJD’s Tejashwi Yadav is
attacking
the
NDA
Government for miserably failing as a job provider and developing the State. “What did
their double-engine govt do in
15 years? It’s their attempt to
divert from agenda but we
want to contest election on
agenda,” says Lalu Prasad’s son
and his political heir apparent.
Continued on Page 11
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head of the Bihar
A
Assembly elections, former Union Minister and
Loktantrik Janata Dal chief
Sharad Yadav’s daughter
Subhashini Yadav joined the
Congress on Wednesday in
the presence of local leaders.
Lok Janshakti Party (LJP)
leader and former MP Kali
Pandey too joined the
Congress. Both are likely to
contest the upcoming
Assembly elections in Bihar
and are seeking tickets from
the Congress party.
Subhashini Yadav, a social
worker, said she is taking the
responsibility of carrying on
the
fight
of
the
Mahagathbandhan in Bihar,
as her father Sharad Yadav has
always supported it. “I thank
Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
for giving me this opportunity. Sharad Yadav is not actively taking part in the Bihar
elections as he is not well. He
has always supported the
‘Mahagathbandhan’. It is my
responsibility to take this fight
forward and to take Bihar to
greater heights,” she said.
Kali Pandey said it was a
homecoming for him as he
had extended support to former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi in 1984 when he was
a member of the Lok Sabha.
Continued on Page 11
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akistan along with China,
P
Russia and Cuba won seats
on the UN Human Rights
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Council despite strong opposition from activist groups over
their abysmal human rights
records.
Hillel Neuer, an international lawyer on human rights
and executive director of
United Nations Watch based in
Geneva, condemned the election of the countries.
Apart from dozens of journalists and activists who
expressed outrage, social media
influencers like Surendra
Poonia questioned the

UNHRC too. “How come your
organization is not able to see
atrocities on minorities in
Pakistan and torture camps in
China where Uyghur Muslims
are tortured? It is like a brutal
killer getting awarded for nonviolence,” he tweeted.
Last week, a coalition of
human rights groups from
Europe, the US and Canada
called on UN member States to
oppose the election of China,
Pakistan, Russia, Saudi Arabia,
Cuba and Uzbekistan, saying
their human rights records
make them unqualified.
US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo slammed the UN
body for electing the nations.
Continued on Page 11
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espite the recovery rate of
COVID-19
patients
D
improving and now pegged at
above 90 per cent in Uttar
Pradesh, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath asked officials concerned to ensure preventive
measures and proper treatment activities.
At least 2,778 fresh cases of
COVID-19 were reported
across the state on Wednesday
while 3,736 people recovered.
With Wednesday’s tally, the
confirmed coronavirus positive
cases in UP has reached 4.44
lakh out of which 4.01 lakh
have recovered and 36,898 are
admitted in hospitals or are
undergoing treatment in home
isolation. The COVID-19
recovery rate in the state has
also reached 90.24 per cent.
Chairing an Unlock review
meeting in Lok Bhawan here
on Wednesday, the chief minister said that senior Health
officials should regularly interact with Health officers in
Lucknow, Varanasi, Meerut
and Mathura to provide guidance. “To control coronavirus
infection more effectively, contact tracing should be further
ramped up and for this, surveillance teams should work
actively,” he said.
Directing officials to
increase the number of beds in
ICUs of SGPGI, KGMU and

RMLIMS, the chief minister
said that there should be no
laxity until a vaccine for
COVID-19 came.
“Ensure working on the
lines of ‘Jab Tak Dawai Nahi,
Tab Tak Dhilai Nahi’. Besides,
ensure active ambulance services to facilitate treatment of
COVID-19 patients,” the chief
minister said.Yogi said that
policemen should use masks,
gloves and sanitisers while carrying out enforcement activities
to prevent infection.
“The paddy purchase centres set up under Maximum
Support Price (MSP) scheme
should operate actively and
more and more farmers’ produce should be purchased,” he
said.
Directing officials to provide all assistance to farmers for
more paddy purchase, the chief
minister said that payment for
the procured paddy should be
transferred in the accounts of
the farmers within 72 hours.
He said for proper check on the
prices of vegetables and pulses, the district magistrates
should take appropriate action.
Meanwhile, Additional
Chief Secretary (Health) Amit
Mohan Prasad said that on
Wednesday the number of
recovered COVID-19 patients
was more than the fresh positive cases, a trend that had continued for the 26th day.
Prasad said that there were
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16,613 asymptomatic COVID19 patients in home isolation,
3,151 in private hospitals and
the rest were recovering in
government-run Covid hospitals.
He said till date, 2.45 lakh
patients had preferred home
isolation and 2.29 lakh had
recovered in the state.
On Wednesday, Lucknow
reported 279 fresh cases and
seven COVID-19 deaths. It
was followed by Gorakhpur
with 173 new cases and three
deaths, Varanasi with 100 cases
and 4 deaths and Prayagraj
with 151 cases and no death.
Meanwhile, the UP government announced to organise a special programme on
Global Handwashing Day on
Thursday. Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath will inaugurate a
‘handwash video contest’.
People can upload their videos
under # Haath Dhona, Roke
Karona on Thursday. The interesting videos will be awarded.
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ith the aim to give impetus to green energy, the
W
Uttar Pradesh government has
decided to launch a community mini-green tubewell scheme
under which clusters of farmers will be provided solar energy-operated tubewells.
This and some other decisions were approved by the UP
cabinet in a meeting chaired by
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
in Lucknow on Wednesday.
A government spokesman
said that under this scheme, a
solar energy-driven community tubewell will be set up for a
minimum cluster of 10 farmers. The estimated cost will be
Rs 4.69 lakh of which the
Central assistance will be Rs
73,000 and the state will contribute Rs 2.42 lakh. The rest Rs
1.53 lakh will be shared by the
farmers.
“To start with, this scheme

will be operated as a pilot project and if found acceptable, it
will be launched across the
state. However, the scheme
will not be launched in the dark
zones of the state,” the
spokesman said.
Dark zones are those areas
where the ground water level
has dropped alarmingly.
In another decision, the
cabinet approved the proposal
to hand over land of the
Tourism department to set up
a Food Craft Institute in

iming to revive toy manufacturing in India, the
Uttar Pradesh government is
mulling to set up a Toy City in
the state and a policy is being
readied to promote the industry in the medium, small and
micro enterprises (MSME) sector.
“The government has
taken a step forward by deciding to set up a Toy City in Uttar
Pradesh, likely in Greater
Noida due to its location and
presence of ancillary units in
the region,” a senior official told
this reporter in Lucknow on
Wednesday.
The official said that the
project would not only provide
jobs to thousands of locals but
also hurt China financially.
“A rough estimate suggests
that this industry will directly
employ over 50,000 people.
Once the Toy City becomes
operational, an additional four
lakh will get employment
across India,” he said.
The proposed toy manufacturing policy will be extended across Uttar Pradesh and
provide special impetus to setting up and upgrading enterprises in Bundelkhand,
Purvanchal and Madhyanchal
regions. “Once the policy is
implemented, it will lead to
exponential growth in toy making and related ancillary units
which, besides boosting the
economy, will provide largescale employment in the state,”
the toy policy draft said.
The policy targets to attract
investment of Rs 20,000 crore
in toy manufacturing/ancillar y sector and generate
employment for four lakh people by 2025, it further said.
“Toy manufacturing is
mainly a MSME activity and
there is no dedicated policy or
scheme for this in any state.
The reason for unorganised

A

growth of this industry lies in
its footloose way of operation,
rather than a cluster approach,”
the official said, justifying why
UP should have a toy policy
The official further said
that the cluster approach would
help develop ancillaries and in
moving up the chain, target
electronic toys, silicon or product-based toys, country-specific targeted toy designs and
development. “This will bolster
toy makers, who are scattered
across the state. The policy will
bring them under one umbrella,” he said. “The new toy policy aims to promote the growth
of toy making in the state by
providing a conducive environment and position UP as the
most preferred investment destination. It will build a world
class ecosystem of R&D, product design, testing and production for toys and promote skill
development for the workforce
in the sector, thereby boosting
employment in the state,” the
official said. In 1998, Uttar
Pradesh made an unsuccessful
attempt to give impetus to toy
making and allotted 100 acre
land for a Toy City project in
Greater Noida. The plan faced
tough competition from
Chinese imports and ultimately it was shelved.
People in the know of
things maintained that China
captured the Indian market as
the successive governments in
the country ignored traditional production centres.
UP has a presence of traditional toy making clusters in
Jhansi (soft toys) and
Chitrakoot (wooden toys). Toys
from different regions are distinct but they lost sheen in the
absence of support from the
government. Also, there are
distinct toys made of clay, terracotta or wood which are
characteristics of different
regions like Azamgarh,
Gorakhpur and Jhansi.
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he new academic session of
Islamic seminary Darul
T
Uloom, Deoband (Saharanpur)
will
commence
from
November 10. The institution
was closed by the district
administration in the last week
of March following the outbreak of COVID-19.
Vice-Chancellor of Darul
Uloom Deoband, Mufti Abul
Qasim Nomani, said that the
guidelines of the administration and Health department
would be fully followed in the
institution.
“Since the pandemic is still

raging, hence, only local
students will be allowed to
study on the institution campus. Students from other
parts of the country will have
to wait for some more time,” he
said.
Notably, about 3,000 students from across the country
come to this seminary with a
capacity of 5,000 students, of
which 1,500-2,000 students are
locals.
A meeting of the Darul
Uloom’s management committee, scheduled in April, was
convened after a delay of about
six months wherein this decision was taken.

6^ecaT[XTUc^\d[cX_[TgTb_XRcdaTWP[[b
Lucknow (PNS): In a major relief to the entertainment industry in the state, Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on Wednesday
announced to exempt licence fee of multiplexes and picture halls for the period from April 1
to September 30.
According to an official spokesman, the
multiplexes and picture halls were closed during this period owing to the lockdown and this

exemption has come as a major relief to their
owners.
The chief minister announced this exemption under the provisions of Section 10 of UP
Cinema (Regulation) Act, 1955.
It may be recalled that the government has
permitted reopening of cinema halls from
October 15, subject to certain conditions as per
the Covid protocol.
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Aligarh. The food craft institute
was set up in 1984 on the directions of the Union government
but did not have its building
and was running from the
campus of Aligarh Muslim
University.
“As it is an educational
institution and provides vocational training to youth, the
AMU asked the institute to
vacate its premises after which
the government decided that
the Tourism department would
provide land free of cost for the
institute,” the spokesman said.
The spokesman further
said that a barren land of 2,900
hectare had been identified
and the cabinet had decided to
hand it over for construction of
the institute there.
The UP cabinet also
approved a proposal to hand
over 25,885 hectares of Forest
land to the Indian Army for
setting up a field firing range in
Saharanpur.
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ontrolling 24 sugar mills across the state, UP Co-operative Sugar Factories Federation Limited will borrow Rs
C
3,650 crore from banks in the 2020-21 crushing season to pay
off the farmers for the cane procured from them.
The projected loans/cash-credit limit of Rs 3,650 crore
to be taken by the Federation this season is 13 per cent higher as compared to corresponding amount of Rs 3,221 crore
in the 2019-20 crushing season.
The state government will stand as guarantor for the credit facility totalling Rs 3,650 crore to be availed of by the
Federation from UP Co-operative Banks, the apex co-operative bank of the state. A proposal in this regard was recently cleared by the UP cabinet.
The government has also decided to waive Rs 9.12 crore
as government guarantee fee on the Federation for 2020-21
standing the guarantee.
Owing to the precarious financial condition of the
Federation and sugar mills under its control, the government
steps in every year to stand guarantee for such borrowings
by the Federation.
The co-operative sector sugar mills not only have
lower crushing capacity but are carrying on with the
obsolete plants and machinery, impairing their competitiveness and productivity vis-à-vis 94 private sugar mills in
UP.
However, the state government is now working on a
roadmap to upgrade these factories and develop them as integrated plants that cogenerate power and produce ethanol apart
from sugar from the next crushing season.
UP is the country’s top sugar and sugarcane producer
and logged 12.65 million tonnes (MT) of sugar in the
2019-20 season, which was more than 45 per cent of
India’s sugar production of 27.2 MT. The state’s
annual sugarcane economy is pegged at nearly Rs 50,000
crore.
As per preliminary estimates, UP has a bumper cane
crop in the 2020-21 season spanning 2.29 million
hectares. As per Indian Sugar Mills Association
(ISMA), domestic sugar production is estimated at 30.5
MT in 2020-21, which would be 12 per cent higher than 27.2
MT in 2019-20. UP is estimated to have sugar output of 12.3
MT.
In September, Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath had
announced that mills in the western and eastern parts of the
state would start crushing from October 15 and 25 respectively.
Timely start to crushing would give farmers ample time
for successive wheat sowing as well.
However, a sugar industry official said that while the
crushing in UP was expected to begin early compared to last
season due to the bumper crop, yet it would be difficult to
commence crushing in October .

2^]VaTbbU[Phb
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Lucknow (PNS): Congress general secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra flayed Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath over the rising
crime graph in the state
and expressed concern over
the arrest of numerous party
leaders in Uttar Pradesh
recently.
Priyanka condemned the
arrest of UP C ongress
Scheduled Castes wing incharge Alok Prasad by Lucknow
police without giving any reason
and accused the government of
harassing party workers for
exposing the all-round failures
of the Bharatiya Janata Party
regime.
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Lucknow (PNS): The Bharatiya Janata
Party has announced six candidates for
the bypolls to six Assembly seats on
November 3, fielding either family
members or trusted party leaders. The
ruling party fielded late UP minister
Chetan Chauhan’s wife Sangeeta
Chauhan from Naugawan Sadat seat
while senior BJP leader Virendra
Singh Sirohi’s wife Usha Sirohi was
given the nod from Bulandshahr.
A former India cricketer, Chetan
Chauhan was cabinet minister in the
Yogi government and died of Covid
infection at SGPGI, Lucknow while
the party’s chief whip in UP Assembly,
Virandra Singh Sirohi died of liver ailment at a private hospital in New Delhi
in March. Both leaders’ wives were
given tickets ostensibly to cash in on
the voters’ emotion.
Another UP minister and MLA

from Ghatampur, Kamal Rani also
had died of Covid, and the BJP fielded party’s SC unit chief Upendra
Paswan.
In other seats, the party fielded
Prempal Dhangar from Tundla (SC),
former district BJP chief of Unnao
Shrikant Katiyar from Bangarmau
(Unnao) and Manoj Singh from
Malhani. Manoj Singh was a student
leader and has a good support base in
t he region.
Meanwhile, the Samajwadi Party
on Wednesday announced two candidates for the Uttar Pradesh Assembly
bypolls.
The party said Suresh Kumar Pal
would be its candidate from
Bangarmau Assembly constituency in
Unnao district while Brahma Shanker
Tripathi would be the party candidate
from Deoria constituency.
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ecoveries continued to outnumber fresh cases as 279 more
persons tested positive for coronavirus on Wednesday while 475
recovered. The death toll in the state
capital is 797 while the number of
active cases is 4,393. The total
number of recoveries stands at
53,422.
The new patients included 32
from Rae Bareli road , 28 from
Indiranagar, 20 from Gomtinagar,
19 from Chowk, 18 from
Alambagh, 17 from Madiaon, 12
each from Chinhat & Talkatora, 11
each from Cantt & Aliganj, and 10
each from Jankipuram, Mahanagar
& Hazratganj
Seven patients died in Lucknow
but only three belonged to the city
while the rest to Hardoi,
Kaushambhi, Barabanki and
Bahraich. One patient, a 67-year-old
man from Bahraich, died at KGMU
on Wednesday.
Across the state, 2,778 persons
tested positive, including 151 in
Prayagraj, 173 in Gorakhpur, 149 in
Ghaziabad and 139 in Gautam
Buddhnagar, taking the tally to
4,44,711. There were 41 deaths in
the state, including four in Varanasi,
three each in Gorakhpur &
Mathura, two each from Meerut,
Agra, Jaunpur & Chandauli, and
one each in Kanpur, Gautam
Buddhnagar, Bareilly, Moradabad,
Saharanpur, Barabanki, Kushinagar,

R
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Hardoi, Ghazipur, Bulandshahr,
Bahraich, Sonbhadra, Kannauj,
Shamli, Etah & Balrampur, taking
the toll to 6,507. As many as 3,736
patients recovered, taking the number of recoveries across the state to
4,01,306 even as there are 36,898
active cases.
Meanwhile, the Health department is making micro-plans for better surveillance in both urban and
rural parts of Lucknow district
and for effective containment of
coronavirus infection. A senior
official at the CMO office said they
have briefed the planning units on
how to make 14-day micro-plans in
which all the houses will be covered
and the same will be ready by
Thursday.
He said the quality of surveillance would be better. “It’s being
done so that there are better teams
in the areas and they should know
what to do,” the official said. He
added that the objective is to identify symptomatic patients before
their conditions worsens and thus

?X^]TTa

prevent deaths.
The officials will also be testing
all the staffers and doctors at private
clinics for the next three days. It has
been conveyed to all the rapid
response teams. There are several
clinics in the city which are registered and the plan is to cover them
in the next 2-3 days.
It is being done because both
antigen and RT-PCR testing has to
be increased and the potential
high-risk areas need to be looked
into.
There are 620 hospitals and
nursing homes in Lucknow which
also have to be screened and the
staffers and doctors tested by mobile
medical units.
Meanwhile, Vice-Chancellor of
Atal Bihari Medical University Dr
AK Singh has been appointed director of Dr Ram Manohar Lohia
Institute of Medical Sciences. Singh
was given the additional charge by
the state government on
Wednesday. He has replaced Dr
Nuzhat Husain. Dr Singh earlier

headed the Plastic Surgery department of KGMU.
Besides, in view of the pandemic, environmental cleaning is a
part of standard precautions which
should be applicable to all. KGMU
spokesperson Dr Sudhir Singh said
the sanitisation committee has contributed immensely towards the
prevention of coronavirus infection.
“The committee was formed in
April under the chairmanship of
Prof Monica Agrawal. Members of
the committee are Dr Reema from
community medicine and public
health department, Dr RK Diwan
from anatomy department and Dr
Suruchi from microbiology department. The objective was to provide
guidance for environmental cleaning, decontamination and to make
sure that disinfection procedures are
followed consistently and correctly throughout the medical university and associated colleges,” he said.
Dr Singh said six sanitary
inspectors posted in the medical
university and three dedicated
sweepers have been involved in
environmental disinfection and
cleaning of the whole campus
round the clock.
“They are looking after sanitisation of all OPDs, wards, all
administrative offices, Kalam centre, Shatabdi hospital, guest house,
labs, active quarantine areas, holding areas at geriatric mental health,
trauma centre and even ambulances. Workers are provided with
all personal protective equipment,
including cap, surgical masks, eye
shields, shield covers, gloves and
aprons,” he said.
“Sanitary inspectors are linked
with members of the sanitisation
committee through a WhatsApp
group for better communication
and coordination of work,” he
added.
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ithin 24 hours of the Chitrakoot incident where a minor Dalit girl ended
her life after being gang-raped, another
minor fed up with constant teasing and
police apathy committed suicide in
Pratapgarh on Wednesday. The 16-year-old
girl ended her life by jumping into a well
near her home. The body was sent for autopsy and the police arrested one of the tormentors after a public outcry over the issue.
On Tuesday, three youths had barged
into the victim’s house at Puasi village in
Baghraya police station area and molested
her. The tormentors had been sexually
harassing the class XI student for the past
six months. But every complaint filed by the
victim’s family was dismissed by the local

W

police. After the ordeal, the victim’s father
lodged an FIR naming three neighbours —
Gunnu Tiwari, Dabboo Singh and Guddu
— on Wednesday. By the time he returned
home, the harassed girl chose to jump into
a well and end her life. The Baghraya police
have now registered a case against the three
under POCSO Act and abetment to suicide.
“After the registration of a case against
the three miscreants, the police arrested
Guddu. Three teams have been formed to
arrest the remaining two,” Superintendent
of Police of Pratapgarh, Anurag Arya, said
on Wednesday.
In another shocking incident reported
from Hathras, a four-year-old girl was raped
by her cousin in Sasni village on Tuesday.
A case was registered and the rapist was later
arrested.
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ucknow Municipal Corporation on
Wednesday received 151 door-to-door
L
garbage collection vehicles from the state
government. Urban Development Minister
Ashutosh Tandon flagged off the fleet in a
programme organised on Wednesday.
Mayor Sanyukta Bhatia and Municipal
Commissioner Ajay Dwivedi were also present on the occasion. The municipal commissioner said 220 vehicles had been proposed to be given to LMC by the state government and 151 were already given. “As
many as 54 vehicles will be deputed in
zone-4 from Thursday itself and the rest
in various zones in a phased manner in the
next ten days,” he said.
Dwivedi said the vehicles that they had
were not sufficient. “If you take Indore as

a standard, they have deployed one vehicle for 1,000 houses and considering that,
we require 600 vehicles for six lakh houses in municipal areas. Now, we have a total
of 420 vehicles and will be able to serve
4,20,000 houses in an efficient manner. We
are procuring more vehicles so that each
of these zones can be saturated,” he said.
“These are advanced vehicles and they
have separate apartments for dry and wet
waste and a separate box for hazardous
waste. We can track their route and we have
also prepared their route charts which the
vehicles will follow. We are collecting the
latitude and longitude location of each
house which will be mapped to our system
to keep a track and,” he said. He added that
there would be a team to monitor the
movement of vehicles and there would be
vehicles in reserve in case of breakdown.
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Lucknow (PNS): Even
though the Central and state
governments have given
green signal for the opening
of cinema halls albeit with
50 per cent occupancy from
October 15 (Thursday),
most of the single-screen
theatres and multiplexes will
not be opening for now as
managers cited various reasons.
In case of the multiplexes, managers said they
were waiting for the nod
from higher authorities and
were still making preparations. Manager of a multiplex in Gomtinagar said
they were currently sanitising the halls. Most of the
managers were also not sure
when the cinema halls
would open. However, some
of the single-screen theatres
will be opening after a couple of days.
A single-screen movie
theatre in Aliganj will be
opening from Friday.
General manager Rajesh
Tandon said he knew that
most of the single-screen
theatres were not opening
from October 15.
“It is evident that it will
take over two weeks for
normalcy to return. Also,
there will be new releases
only at the time of Diwali
and it will take some time

before people have the confidence to visit cinema halls.
Response of the audience
will also be gauged during
this period,” he said.
President of UP Cinema
Exhibitors’ Federation
Asheesh Agarwal said they
were opening the cinema
hall at Nishatganj would be
opening on Thursday and
they were expecting 15 per
cent occupancy. The movies
to be screened include
‘Thappad’, ‘Shubh Mangal
Zyada Saavdhan’, ‘Malang’
and ‘Tanhaji’.
Agarwal said the Covid19 guidelines issued by the
state government would be
followed and public should
be assured that they would
be safe at cinema halls.
“We have made
arrangements for contactless
ticketing in which the ticket number will flash on
mobile. Circles have been
made on the ground at a distance of six feet for ticket
purchasers. All the staffers
have been tested,” he said.
He added that the hall
would open at 1:45 pm and
close at 9:45 pm.
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he Samajwadi Par ty
alleged that there was no
T
let-up in crime against
women as the UP government
had b ecome insensitive
towards the fairer sex and the
disadvantaged sections of
society.
The SP alleged that the
state government has
unleashed repression against
youths, farmers and the sections of society dissatisfied
with the policies of the Yogi
Adityanath government.
SP president Akhilesh
Yadav said in a statement
here on Wednesday that the
tyranny of the ruling class and
those protected by them was
the cause of the rising tide of
crime against women. He said
that the Central government
had also adopted oppressive
policies towards farmers and
youth and its attitude was
insensitive towards the poor,
the women and the weaker
sections of society.
“It has started harassing
the people in the arrogance of
power and thus, it is facing
public anger and unpopularity,” he said.
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he woman, who attempted selfimmolation outside the BJP
T
office in Hazratganj, succumbed to
burns at Civil hospital on
Wednesday. She had suffered 90 per
cent burns. A police spokesman said
the dying declaration of the woman,
Anjali Tiwari, could not be taken as
she remained unconscious.
On Wednesday, police detained
son of former Rajasthan Governor
Sukhdev Prasad for allegedly instigating her to take the extreme step.
The accused was identified as Alok
Prasad, who is said to be an officebearer of the Congress. According to
DCP (Central) Somen Verma, Alok
told the police that he is the son of
former Rajasthan Governor Sukhdev
Prasad. He said the Maharajganj
police shared with them details of
some incidents which took place a
couple of weeks back which might
have led the woman to immolate
herself. “Alok has come on police
radar and he is being interrogated,”
he said.
Meanwhile, the Maharajganj SP
denied having any information
about the detention of Alok. Sources
said Alok, along with some workers,
had organised a dharna outside the
house of the woman to seek justice
for her and allegedly provoked her
to reach Lucknow and attempt self-

immolation so that the case could
hog the limelight.
“Alok is a person with political
ambitions and he possibly wanted
to show the UP government in bad
light by instigating the woman to
attempt self-immolation. His role
in other cases like agitation in
Hathras over the death of a Dalit
girl recently is also being probed,”
one source said. Anjali Tiwari had
a love marriage with Asif Raza after
she and her first husband settled for

divorce. She was allegedly forced to
convert and her name was changed
to Aisha Begum. She alleged
domestic violence by her in-laws
after her Asif went to Saudi Arabia
for work. She alleged that she petitioned her case to local police but
it was never taken up. Earlier,
Anjali was married to a native of
Maharajganj. She later became
close to Asif and started living with
her. In due course of time, she married Asif.
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youth allegedly raped his 8year-old cousin in Maal police
A
station area on the intervening
night of Monday and Tuesday. As
the girl cried in pain, her family
members woke up and nabbed the
accused. As per reports, the girl was
sleeping when the accused tiptoed into the house and forced himself upon her.
In the meantime, family members of the girl woke up and reached
the room where they saw the
accused and nabbed him. He was
later handed over to police. Kin of
the victim alleged that the police

tried to sweep the case under the
carpet. “Mediapersons got a whiff
of the incident after which the
police swung into action,” they
alleged.
In another case, a youth was
arrested for stalking a girl and
passing lewd comments on her, in
Chinhat on Wednesday. Manish
Shukla allegedly caught the girl by
her hand. Later, the girl’s parents
lodged a complaint against the
accused, who was nabbed by police.
Girl’s parents alleged that Manish
used to send obscene messages to
her and also stalk her. However, kin
of the accused contested the claim
made by girl’s family, saying Manish

studies in the same school as the girl.
Meanwhile, an 18-year-old girl
was killed in a road mishap in
Sarojininagar when she was on a
morning stroll on Wednesday. The
deceased was identified as Kiran of
Purwa locality in Unnao and was
staying in the house of her maternal uncle in Bijnaur, Sarojininagar.
Reports said Kiran left her house for
a morning stroll and reached
Bijnaur market road when a speeding truck knocked her down. Due
to heavy impact, she suffered grievous injuries and died on the spot.
Police said a case was registered in
this connection and further investigation was underway.
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fter a long time, the number of COVID -19 cases
A
detected in a day was in two
figures as 82 new positive
patients have been detected in
the district here on Wednesday,
increasing the total number of
cases to 15,358. However, the
day saw two more deaths,
increasing the toll to 249.
During the day, the follow-up
negative reports included 171
patients and all of them were
recovered from home isolation,
increasing the number to
11,198 as none of the patients
has been discharged from any
of the hospitals and the number of cured patients from the
hospitals has remained at 2,769.
The total number of patients
who have been recovered so far
is 13,967, leaving 1,142 active
patients. The recovery rate has
slightly improved to 90.94 per
cent but the mortality rate has
increased to 1.62 per cent.

Meanwhile, Chief Medical
Officer (CMO) Dr VB Singh
has informed that in the first
report of the day by 11 am, 73
positive patients were detected
out of 3,742 received reports.
Till then, the total test reports
received were 2,63,303 and the
results of 1,504 are awaited. Out
of them, 2,47,954 were negative, while 15,349 positive. The
total number of samples collected was 2,79,225. Earlier, a
female aged 75 from Hanuman
Nagar (Rohania) succumbed to
COVID-19 at Sir Sundarlal
Hospital (SSH), Banaras Hindu
University (BHU). With the
addition of nine new red zones,
the total number of hotspots
has increased to 2,191 including 274 red zones. Three green
zones have been converted
into red zones again. There are
1,917 green zones with 35 new
ones.
Earlier, under ongoing
mass/ group antigen tests, one
person out of 353 tests was

detected positive at Shree Shiv
Prasad Gupta (SSPG) Hospital,
Kabirchaura while all 365 were
tested negative at adjacent
Government
Women’s
Hospital. However, two out of
100 were tested positive at
CHC Shivpur, one out of 87 at
Swami
Vivekanand
Government
Hospital,
Bhelupur, four out of 139 at
LBS Hospital, Ramnagar and
one out of 317 at SSH BHU.
Besides, the Health department has distributed 5,848
Ivermectin tablets to 731 persons. So far, 10.63 lakh tablets
were distributed to 1.32 lakh
persons and out of them, 8.72
lakh tablets to 1.09 lakh persons were distributed only by
the Health department while
rest of tablets by other departments including Supply and
Education departments and
Civil Defence so far.
In this belt of Purvanchal
(eastern UP) comprising 10
districts of three divisions, as

many as 304 new cases were
found on Tuesday, increasing
the total number to 49,767,
with maximum 115 COVID-19
positive in Varanasi followed by
33 in Azamgarh, 27 in
Sonbhadra, 24 in Chandauli, 23
in Ballia, 21 in Ghazipur, 17
each in Mau and Mirzapur, 13
in Jaunpur and 12 in Bhadohi.
Azamgarh has become the
fourth district where the cases
are more than 5K-mark after
Varanasi, Ballia and Jaunpur.
Out of the total cases, maximum number of cases was in
Varanasi division followed by
Azamgarh and Vindhyachal.
The best mortality rate (1.25%)
was of Vindyachal, while the
same was 1.47% in Azamgarh
and 1.49% in Varanasi while
the best recovery rate was in
Azamgarh division (91.62%)
followed by Varanasi (91.44%)
and Vindhyachal (91.21%).
The overall recovery rate in the
region was 91.45% while mortality rate 1.45%.
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ostage stamps are the drivers of civilisation, culture
P
and heritage of any nation.
That is why the postage stamp
is called the little ambassador,
said the Postmaster General
(Varanasi Zone) Krishna
Kumar Yadav while inaugurating the Philately Day at
Varanasi Head Post Office during the ongoing National Post
Day Week being organised by
the Departments of Posts
which would conclude on
Thursday on the occasion
World Postal Day. On this
occasion, people, especially
children, visited the Philately
Bureau and got information
about postage stamps. The
children were elated to see
their photos on postage stamps
under My Stamp. As many
as 75 people created their
Philately Deposit Accounts
and 80 people got their My
Stamp.
Yadav said in his address
that Philately is not only a collection of postage stamps, but
also its study. Philately has
been instrumental in strengthening the education system.
There is a story hidden behind

?<6EPaP]PbXI^]T::HPSPePc?WX[PcT[h3PhUd]RcX^]X]EPaP]PbX^]CdTbSPh?X^]TTa

every postage stamp and this
story needs to be connected to
today’s young generation. ‘The
postage stamp is actually a
small ambassador who travels
to different countries and
makes them aware of their
civilisation, culture and heritage,’ he said, adding that in the
area of Philately, many new
steps are being taken by the
Department of Posts. This will

inspire the youth and children
to adopt a good hobby along
with knowledge.
Senior Superintendent
(Varanasi Eastern Region)
Sumit Kumar Gaat informed
that postage stamps can be
obtained at home by opening
a Philately Deposit Account for
just C 200. Assistant Director
Shambhu Rai informed the
children about philately and

their benefits. Senior
Postmaster RK Chauhan,
Assistant Superintendent of
Posts Suresh Chandra, Postal
Inspector Brajesh Sharma,
Balbir Singh, India Post
Payments Bank Manager
Sublesh Singh, Public Relations
Inspector Anil Sharma,
Sriprakash Gupta, Rahul
Verma and Roshni were present.
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his year, the devotees would
not have a glimpse of ‘putla
T
dahan’ (burning of effigy) of
demon King Ravana, his brother Kumbhkarna and his son
Meghnad in Diesel Locomotive
Works (DLW) and Ram Nagar
as well on the auspicious occasion of Dussehra, as the Ram
Leela Committees of both
places have voluntary decided
not to hold this religious programme due to COVID-19
pandemic. The internationally
famous Bharat Milap of Nati
Imli will also not be organised
because of the same reason.
The Durga Pandals would not
be erected on roads and crossings but the same could be
erected off the road in the size
as per the guideline of the government.
We have decided not to
hold the `Putla dahan’ programme (burning the effigies)
of demon King Ravana,
Kumbhkarna and Meghnad
because of COVID-19 and
only there will be recital of

Ramayan Paath this year on the
auspicious occasion of
Dussehra, informed the officebearers of Ram Leela
Committees of DLW and Ram
Nagar to the DM Kaushal Raj
Sharma and the SSP Amit
Pathak. The DM along with the
SSP was holding a meeting with
the office-bearers of Ram Leela
and Durga Puja Committees at
his camp office here, on
Wednesday regarding the
organisation of Ram Leela
Durga Puja following the
guidelines issued by the government in view of COVID-19.
It is pointed out that the devotees in thousands turn up at
DLW and Ram Nagar to see
burning the effigies of King
Ravana,
his
brother
Kumbhkarna and son
Meghnad. There are festivallike scenes at both places.
The internationally famous
Bharat Milap of Nati Imli will
not be organised because of
COVID-19 pandemic, the
office-bearers of the organising
committee adding, the famous
Nakkatyya of Chetganj will

also not be organised this year.
Both religious programmes
attract the devotees in thousands.
The Durga Puja pandals
would not be erected off the
road but on the roads and
crossings only in the size prescribed by the government,
the DM informed adding, only
100 persons could gather at
open place at one time while
200 persons could gather at
campus or closed premises.
There will be permission of
installing only three chandani
of 15x5 in size, the DM
informed and added, the idols
of Goddess Durga and other
deities could be installed
only in the size of maximum 5
feet in height and 5 feet in
width.
There will be separate
arrangements of entrance and
exit in the pandal and the
pandal should not be opened
from all around. The organising committee will allow devotees only after their thermal
scanning and no sick person
should be allowed to enter the

pandal. The programme of
public bhoj will remain restricted and only packed prasad
would be distributed. The
guidelines of COVID-19 would
be followed at puja pandal, the
DM directed.
The immersion procession
of idols could be taken out only
on small vehicle Tata Magic
and only 10 persons could be
in the procession. The dance
and throwing of abir-gulal will
remain restricted during the
immersion procession, the DM
informed and asked the officebearers of Durga Puja committees to make available all information about the place to
install the idol/kalash, capacity of place, date of immersion,
etc to respective police station
by Thursday so that the order
of immersion could be determined.
The office-bearers of
Durga Puja Committees and
Ram Leela Committees
informed that they have already
cancelled the major programmes in view of the
COVID-19.
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n its efforts to promote excellence in research and provide
Iinitiatives
to the faculty members who have made highly significant scientific contributions, BHU has created two
rotating professorships in its
Institute of Science. The
Executive Council of BHU, in
its recently held meeting,
approved the creation of the
two rotating professorships
and guidelines related to the
selection process. Under this
scheme, two faculty members
from the Institute of Science
will be selected on the basis of
their outstanding research contributions and provided
C20,000 per month honorarium for two years, in addition
to their regular salary.
Prof CNR Rao Rotating

Professorship for excellence in
scientific research is created
from the generous donation of
C 30 lakh from Bharat Ratna
Prof CNR Rao, one of the
illustrious alumni of the
Institute of Science, BHU. Sant
Sanganeria
Rotating
Professorship for excellence in
industrially relevant research is
created from the endowment of
C30 lakh donated by
Sanganeria Foundation, New
Delhi. Sant Sanganeria is one of
the leading businessmen of
International repute in the
domain of fragrance and
flavour. Director, Institute of
Science will soon circulate
notification regarding the selection process. Meanwhile, three
National Service Scheme (NSS)
volunteers of BHU have been
selected for the state-level AIDS
awareness quiz organised by

Uttar Pradesh State AIDS
Control Society, Red Ribbon
Club and National Service
Scheme. In the quiz programme organised at the university level with the aim of
promoting AIDS awareness,
Bhaskaraditya Tripathi of the
Faculty of Arts got first place,
while Surabhi Pandey and
Surabhi Jain of Vasant Kanya
Mahavidyalaya (VKM) secured
second and third positions getting the prizes of C2,100, C
1,500 and C1,000 respectively.
Programme coordinator Dr
Bala Lakhindra informed that
now these volunteers will participate in the state-level AIDS
awareness quiz competition.
G L O B A L
HANDWASHING DAY
TODAY: Though the Global
Handwashing Day is being celebrated on October 15 across

the world for the last many
years, its importance has
increased this year during the
worldwide coronavirus pandemic period. On the eve of the
day, District Magistrate (DM)
and Chairman of District
Health Committee Kaushal Raj
Sharma said that there are so
many unseen dirt hidden in
our hands, which are due to
touching, using anything and
many other everyday activities.
This dirt, without washing
hands and eating anything,
reaches one’s body and causes
many diseases. The purpose of
the day is to create awareness
among people about hand
washing. The day was observed
by the Global Handwashing
Partnership, whose effort is to
raise awareness on the importance of washing hands with
soap.
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here was relief in the district for the second consecT
utive day of Covid infection on
Tuesday when no infected person died. The number of new
infected persons also remained
under control among the zero
death figures. The patient grew
a bit but the number of newly
infected was stuck at 154 late on
Tuesday night. At the same
time, the figure that beat
Corona more than the infected remained. 216 people
became infection free. Among
these, 26 patients were discharged from different Covid
hospitals. Home isolation of
190 people was completed.
According to CMO Dr GS
Bajpai, on Tuesday, 4,236 suspected infected people were
screened in the district. Corona
infection was confirmed in
154 people. Out of these, the
maximum number of 2,734
patients was tested through
antigens, 1,228 RTPCR and 115
people were tested with Trunat.
At the same time, 149 people
under private pathology centres
conducted a Covid test.
Those infected on Tuesday
included the manager of PNB
branch Civil Lines, the Finance
Manager of the same branch,
the Assistant Manager of SBI
Civil Lines, the Field Officer of
SBI Civil Lines Branch.
According to Nodal Officer for
Corona Dr. Rishi Sahai, ARO
and Joint Registrar of High
Court, Railway Loco Pilot, an
army personnel, Medical
Officer of PHC Allapur, lab
technician of Railway Hospital,
Office Superintendent of
Railways, Dental Hygienist of
CHC Chaka etc tested positive
for COVID-19.
In the letter issued from the
Chief Medical Officer’s office,

it is said that 26 people were
discharged from the hospital on
Tuesday after treatment. 190
people completed home isolation. It has also been reported
that a total of 14,549 people
have completed home isolation
so far. Although COVID-19
Covid Care Centre Railway
Hospital has 12 infected persons admitted here. There are
32 patients admitted in Covid
Care Centre Kalindipuram, 26
in L-2 Hospital United
Medicity and Medical College
Rawatpur, 68 in Tej Bahadur
Sapru Hospital L-2 Hospital.
Similarly, there are 20 patients
in Hospital Shri Sai Nath
Vatsalya AMA Hospital
Mohiuddinpur. There are 75
patients
admitted
to
Swarooprani Nehru L-3
Hospital. All are serious here.
However, according to doctors,
the condition of all patients is
stable.
The number of corona
infected has reduced, but still
need to be vigilant. Joint
Registrar of High Court,

Manager of PNB Civil Lines,
lab technician of Railway
Hospital, Field Officer of SBI
Civil Lines, ARO High Court
have also come under grip of
corona. The report of the Office
of the Superintendent of
Railways, Assistant Manager of
SBI Civil Lines, Assistant Loco
Pilot of Railways as well as an
Army jawan has also been
reported corona positive.
REPORT OF 2.80 LAKH
PEOPLE WAS NEGATIVE: In
the COVID-19 testing conducted in the district of the 3
lakh samples so far, the report
of 2.80 lakh people was negative. The graph of corona
infected patients increased
rapidly in the district since July.
This sequence continued till
August, September. The number of infected patients
declined slightly from the first
week of October. Now this
figure is around 150 daily.
Rishi Sahai, the Nodal
Officer for COVID-19, said
that till October 12, a total of
3,07,876 people in Prayagraj

were sampled. Of this, only
21,529 people reported positive. This is 6.99 per cent of the
total sample taken. Out of the
infected, 14,348 people completed home isolation while
5,012 people were discharged
from the hospital.
As of October 12, there
were only 2,169 corona cases in
the district. There was also no
death from corona on October
12. The nodal officer said that
the percentage of infected is
much lower here than in other
districts. The death toll is also
288.
So far, only 1.3 per cent
people have died due to corona. The corona can be easily
defeated if people are alert,
apply a mask keeping in mind
the physical distance, and also
regularly do hand washing and
sanitisation.
With all this, people have
to take care of their health.
Efforts will have to be made to
increase immunity also. This is
the best weapon to prevent
infection.
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ith continuous efforts of
Business Developments
W
Units, North Central Railway
has acquired many new traffic
streams in October 2020. On
October 12 Agra division
loaded one rake of PSC sleeper from Sholaka Station to
Moradabad earning revenue of
Rs 12.33 lakh. This Railway
Material Consignment traffic
was lost to road and could be
brought to Railways with customer centric approach and

efficient freight train operations.
On Jhansi division efforts
of BDUs have fructified and
M/s Astech (India) Private
Limited has approached North
Central Railway for loading of
fly ash from power plant siding
in Udaipura in LalitpurKhajuraho section to different
parts of the country which
will not only bring additional
traffic to Railways but will also
be environment friendly
through use of fly ash in building construction.

Similarly, Prayagraj division with efforts of BDUs has
captured new traffic stream and
loaded wheat in 21 BCN wagons on October 14, 2020 from
Naini goods shed to Salchapara
Station in North Frontier
Railway fetching revenue of Rs
25 lakh. Prayagraj division is
also working on regular loading wheat and other foodgrains from Naini Goods shed
to Bangladesh and regular
loading is expected to start
soon.
APPROVED : Ministry of

Railways has approved 196
pairs of ‘Festival Special’ trains.
These Festival Special trains
will be operated between
October 20 and November 30,
2020.
The fare for these Festival
Special services shall be that
applicable for special trains.
To clear the festive rush,
Ministry of Railways has
approved 196 pairs (392 trains)
of ‘Festival Special’ services
over Indian Railways.
Zonal Railways will notify
their schedule well in advance.
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Saran PG College
Prayagraj celebrated its goldIenswar
jubilee anniversary on
October 13, 2020 at its Golden
Jubilee Conference Hall,
Gandhi Teaching Block. The
programme commenced with
the lighting of the lam.
The Principal, Prof Anand
Shanker Singh, welcomed the
chief guest, the Governor
Anandiben Patel, who joined
the programme through online
mode. Distinguished guest
were - Prof RR Tewari (ViceChancellor, University of
Allahabad), RK Srivastava,
President, Governing Body,
Iswar Saran P.G. College and
many others. He delineated the
history of the college which
started with seven courses
through its journey to 35
departments along with FDC
(Training & Research Centre)
in the present and many other
mentioned achievements. This

was followed by a documentary
'A Saga of Golden Journey' representing the past and present
of the college, exhibiting its
potential for future.
Prof Rajeev Ranjan Tewari,
Vice-Chancellor, University of
Allahabad, first of all welcomed the Chief Rector of
University of Allahabad,
Governor Anandiben Patel.
He talked about the problems
in academics during COVID19 pandemic and how the
University and its constituent
colleges sought opportunities
in these challenging times. He
talked about the positive
aspects of pandemic & the
way it has developed interest in
online mode of teaching &
learning. Rajendra Kumar
Srivastava,
Chairman,
Governing Body of the College
since 1980 requested the
Governor, to give voice to the
demand of Iswar Saran P.G.
College for the status of Harijan
Sewak Sangh University. He

also advocated that Gandhian
ideals should be adopted and
incorporated in academics to
project national sensibility.
This was followed by the
release of Golden Jubilee souvenir by the Governor. The
Pramila Srivastava Campus
was inaugurated along with the
unveiling of the statue of Prof
Pramila Srivastava, Emirates
Professor, Ludwig University, a
mathematician and renowned
scholar. On this occasion, the
Governor also inaugurated the
LMS (AVIRAL) of the college.
The chief guest Anandiben
Patel began her speech with her
blessings and assurance for
cooperation in the efforts of
Iswar Saran P.G. College to
become a Harijan Sewak Sangh
University. She also congratulated the Principal for his
exemplary guidance and vision.
She emphasised on the new
provisions in NEP 2020 like
Academic Credit Bank and
Gender Fund for girl child edu-

cation. She also stressed on the
ways and need to reduce the
dropout rate of girl child in
education and said that it's our
responsibility to implement
NEP 2020 in body & spirit by
conducting programmes in
educational institution for
character building.
The Public Relation Officer
Dr Manoj Kumar Dubey has
informed that various faculty
members, students and other
distinguished guests from various parts of India and abroad
were attended the golden
jubilee programme through
various live online platforms
like Facebook, Zoom and
Youtube. The vote of thanks
was proposed by Dr Ajay
Kumar Srivastava, Associate
Professor, Department of
Economics, Iswar Saran P.G.
College. The session was coordinated by Dr. Rachana Singh,
Associate
Professor,
Department of Medieval
History.
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ALLAHABAD (PNS):In a
tragic incident, five persons of
a family were killed when a
Xylo car in which they were
travelling fell into a 15 feet
trench late on Tuesday night
near the Sharda tributary on
the Karnaipur-Tilai market
road in the district under the
Bahria police station.
Three of them belong to a
family while two are said to be
relatives. Four people were
first badly injured in the accident while the condition of a
woman was critical but all of
them breathed their last in the

hospital.
Sanjay, resident of
Bhawanapur, Bahria has his
mother-in-law residence at
Buapur Saraiya village under
Pratapgarh district i.e. at the
Ram Singh Patel’s place. On
Monday, Ram Singh had to
perform a religious ceremony.
In it, members and relatives of
Sanjay’s family came in Xylo
car. It was also followed by a
‘bhandara’ a religious feast on
Tuesday. After joining, Sanjay’s
family members and relatives
left for home at around 7 pm
in Xylo. A total of nine people

were in the vehicle. Sanjay’s
nephew Pramod Kumar (35),
who was driving at around 7:45
pm, reached the Sharda tributary on Karnaipur-Tilai Bazar
road. On the turn made here,
when the vehicle turned it
suddenly became uncontrolled
and overturned in a pit filled
with water along the road. The
people in it started screaming.
Hearing the voice, the nearby
villagers reached the spot and
informed the police. As soon as
the news was received, the
police reached the spot and
engaged in rescue work along

with the villagers. Six people in
the vehicle were extricated
with the help of locals, in
which five were killed. While
Seema (45) wife of Ramkumar
resident of Raipur police station, Pratapgarh was breathing.
She was admitted to the hospital. The dead included driver
Pramod Kumar, Sanjay’s sisterin-law, Kevala Devi (50) wife of
Shivshankar resident of
Butterpur Mandhatata, Soni
Patel (17) resident of Buapur
Sarairaiya and another woman.
Police have sent the bodies for
postmortem.
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ivisional Commissioner
Preeti Shukla and IG range
D
Piyush Srivastava reviewed the 37

anpur Nagar reported 86
more coronavirus positive
K
cases on Wednesday evening.
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istrict Magistrate Alok
Tiwari, while addressing a
D
Covid testing camp at Gumti
No. 5 on Wednesday, said the
district administration had
taken the initiative to set up
such camps in all prominent
crowded markets so that people could get themselves tested for coronavirus infection
free of cost.
Tiwari said people who
had doubts that they could be
infected with novel coronavirus should immediately visit
such camps to get themselves
tested for COVID-19.
He said although there was
a decline in COVID-19 cases,
but still full care and precautions had to be taken at this
critical juncture.
He said some people were

of the opinion that getting
tested for COVID-19 was a
wastage of money and thus this
initiative had been taken by the
district administration to conduct Covid test free of cost.
He said if the antigen test
turned positive, further tests
would be carried out at the LLR
Hospital laboratory.
He appealed to the people
not to shy of getting themselves
tested so that there was no further spread of the coronavirus
infection in the city.
He said the camps had
been set up in all the prominent
markets like Naya Ganj, Harsh
Nagar, Gumti and other markets where the shopkeepers
and passers-by could get themselves tested for coronavirus
infection.
He said in view of the festival period, it was essential that

all persons wore face mask,
maintained social distancing
and followed all the Unlock
guidelines..
He said social distancing
was the most effective vaccine
against COVID-19.
Later, addressing a meeting
at his camp office on
Wednesday, Tiwari said in view
of the festivals like Navratri,
Durga Puja, Dussehra and
other religious events, each
person should follow the Covid
protocol.
He said only festivals which
were being celebrated for
decades would be allowed and
no other organisation will be
entitled to carry out any religious celebration.
He warned that there shall
be no religious celebration at
the roadsides as it was banned.
He said it was essential for

committees organising celebrations of prominent festival
to install CCTV cameras to
ensure safety and security.
He said roadside temporary vends selling festival items
were not permitted and people
who set up small roadside
function for entertainment
were totally banned.
He said in view of
approaching winter there was
an increased threat of spread of
COVID-19 and thus every care
had to be taken. He said mask
was the best way to drastically
reduce the chance of catching
any infection.
He said proper parking
facilities and sanitisers had to
be arranged by the organisers.
DIG Pritinder Singh and
several other officials of various
departments were present in
the meeting.

5ZgZdZ`_R]T`^^ZddZ`_VcR__`jVURe
a``cfa\VVa`WYVcZeRXVSfZ]UZ_X
*DQGKL%KDZDQWREHUHQRYDWHG
?8>=44A=4FBB4AE824Q:0=?DA

anpur
Divisional
Commissioner
Raj
Shekhar lashed out at the
Kanpur Nagar Nigam for its
insensitivity and poor upkeep
of a heritage building.
He directed the Smart City
Authority, KDA and Kanpur
Nagar Nigam to jointly submit
a proposal and estimate for
repair and renovation of the
Heritage Building, which is
now more than 100 years old.
He said a special structural report of the building be prepared by the technical team of
PWD, Smart City, ASI/INTAC,
and the district administration
and be submitted within 15
days.
The divisional commissioner visited the building
along with Kanpur municipal
commissioner, KDA secretary
and ADM (City). The building
is popular as Gandhi Bhawan.
He said it was a heritage
and a rare building and due to
ignorance it had not been
maintained as it should have
been.
He said the construction of
this building was started in
1910 in the memory of King
Edward and it was completed
in 1918 and christened KEM
Hall (King Edward Memorial
Hall).

K
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He
said
after
Independence, this building
was renamed as Gandhi
Bhawan and various cultural
and public functions were
being organised there.
He said a public library was
also set up which was supposed
to be maintained by the KDA
in the fond memory of Shyam
Lal Gupta.
The divisional commis-

sioner came to know that the
office of civil defence and one
office of Information department were running from this
building .
The Smart City CEO said
apart from the facelift of this
heritage building, a proposal
for starting son et lumiere in its
premises had been put up. The
divisional commissioner said
the Expression of Interest (EOI)

would be invited by the
KDA to be developed on
the basis of Build, Own,
Operate & Transfer (BOOT)
model.
He said the public library
was in a shabby state and
directed the KDA vice chairman to visit the site and prepare
a plan for the best upkeep of the
library and appoint a librarian
as well.

Chief Medical Officer Dr
Anil K Mishra said that 86
more people had tested positive
for coronavirus infection
between Tuesday evening and
Wednesday evening taking the
tally of confirmed cases to
26,985 cases. He said three
COVID-19 deaths in the city
was reported till Wednesday
evening keeping the death toll
to 706.
The CMO said with 16
COVID-19 patients were discharged from hospitals the
cured figure in the city was
6943 and at present 2567 active
cases were undergoing treatment. Dr Mishra said 4550
samples were sent for testing in
the city.

inister of State for Higher
Education Nilima Katiyar,
M
while addressing a function at
Deen Dayal Research Centre of
CSJM University on environmental pollution, called for an
introspection as the onus of
protecting the environment
rested on human shoulders.
She said before the situation went from bad to worse,
it was essential that every
person should become aware
of ones responsibilities.
She said dangerous pollution in the current times,
especially in India and that
too in metros, was due to ever

increasing vehicular pollution and something needed to
be done before it was too late.
Addressing the session,
Prof Sudhanshu Rai said air
pollution caused by cars was
truly one of the biggest challenges and environmentalist
were working on it now a
days.
He said car manufacture
and sale was continuing
despite the COVID-19 pandemic. He said although automobiles made life a lot easier
but they did have an effect on
us. He said the fuel emissions,
which were poorly monitored,
were breathed and entered
into the blood stream and

damaged the organs. He said
it was also true about one in
every 50 heart attacks was
caused or triggered by air
pollution.
He said when a human
came in contact with toxic
chemicals, they stimulated
the body’s immune system to
attack its own tissues, mainly
the cells that lined blood vessels.
He added that recent studies had shown that the more
that a human was exposed to
emissions the more it could
lead to behavioural changes
and impaired mental function
which could be detrimental to
a person’s learning or memo-

ry. He added that emissions
from vehicles also contributed
heavily to global warming
because of its high carbon
dioxide output on a combustible engine. He said unless
we do away with engine emissions the situation would
remain the same.
He said another alternative was electric cars and quite
a number of such cars were
out on the roads and being
tested and improved every
day. He added that cities and
towns could help the cause by
adopting hybrid public transportation.
He said if people had to go
a short distance, they should

points of priority of the CM during a meeting through Zoom app
at the Mirzapur collectorate on
Tuesday in which DMs, SPs and CDOs of the
division were present. On the occasion DC
reviewed not only developmental activities but
law and order too. The DC became aware of the
progress under recovery of government dues, status of incomplete projects and reasons behind
the delay. In view of the forthcoming festivals IG
range Piyush Srivastava directed the SPs to
remain vigilant about each programme and
ensure that the SOs held meetings with the organisers and communicated the direction of DMs.
Moreover cases pertaining to harassment of
women should be registered without fail and
effective legal action should be taken, the DC said.
DC Preeti Shukla directed the police to ensure
effective action in cases under the Gangster Act,
Goonda Act, murder, smuggling, land disputes
etc. in the larger interest of controlling crime. In
view of elections in Bihar the DC directed the
excise department to form a joint team with the
police and keep a watch on the state borders
linked not only to Bihar but other adjacent states
too. While reviewing developmental activities the
DC issued a show-cause notice to DC MNREGA Bhadohi for tardy progress under the

scheme. In connection with
other developmental activities the CMOs, DPROs, POs
ICDS too were directed to get
buildings for which the fund
already had been released
completed without delay. The
DMs were directed to make
available the land if construction of any building could not be started due to its non-availability.
The officials concerned were directed to complete works under different housing schemes to
benefit the deprived personss.
NABBED: Madihan police nabbed two
accused of theft and recovered C9,430 from them
on Tuesday. According to the police, Anil
Kumar Singh, a resident of Dhanisariya Teliyapur
village had lodged an FIR on October 11 that jewellery and cash had been stolen from his house
when he had gone to his relative’s house along
with his family. Acting on the FIR the police was
investigating the case when they were tipped off
by an informer on Tuesday that two suspect were
present near Sonbarsa railway crossing.
Thereafter police raided the spot and arrested two
accused and recovered the cash from them.
During interrogation the accused confessed their
involvement in the theft. They disclosed that they
had spent the remaining amount along with cash
which they had got after selling the jewellery. The
accused were later identified as Awadhesh and
Lalbabu, residents of Khoradeeh village under
Ahraura police station.
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double the average speed of dition during the patrolling at
KANPUR (PNS): Rajasthan
Governor Kalraj Mishra while
inaugurating a four-day techno-cultural festival, Comfest, at
Seth Anandram Jaipuria School
here on Wednesday, appreciated the members of the Jaipuria
Computer Club for setting
another milestone. He also
inspired the young minds by
his motivational speech.
Comfest is an annual function with a participation of over
55 national and international
schools. This extravaganza tests
the participants’ technical, creative, literary and manageability prowess. Each year Comfest
brings an array of diversified
events and activities.
Chairman of the Jaipuria
Group of Institutions, Shishir
Jaipuria, also graced the event
and encouraged the students to
settle only for perfection.
Principal Shikha Banerjee
captivated the audience with
her motivating words.
Ishan, the president of
Comfest 2020, addressed the
gathering and gave them an
insight of his emotional journey of being a member of the
Jaipuria Computer Club.
He highlighted how
Manish Seksaria had always
been the true pillar and driving
force of this extravaganza.
Aarush Roy, a JCC member, revealed the inspiring journey of ComFest and how it had
evolved from a one-day local
event to a three-day national
affair and eventually a four-day
international techno-cultural
festival.
The Jaipuria Computer
Club also presented the chief
guest with an e-certificate and
101 trees were planted in his
name in Buxar, Bihar.
This showcased the students’ concern towards nature
at large.
The day ended with Saket
Jaipuria proposing the vote of
thanks and concluding the
event, encouraging the audience to strive for perfection in
each and every endeavour of
theirs.
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he marketing efforts of the
Business Development
T
Unit (BDU) set up at the headquarters and divisional level on
North Eastern Railway (NER),
improvement in goods sheds
and their expansion, concessions being given by the
Ministry of Railways in loading
of goods, regular availability of
newly-modified goods (NMG)
wagons and the increasing
speed of goods trains are bringing positive results. Export is
getting boosted through the rail
route. From Chauri Chaura station of Varanasi division on
Tuesday in rake of 42 wagons
2,479 tonnes of wheat were
loaded for Darshana station of
Bangladesh. Last month from
Varanasi division’s Chauri
Chaura station and Subhagpur
station total four rakes of foodgrains were sent to Bangladesh.
Apart from them automobiles
are being sent to Bangladesh
via rail route. The rake of Tata
Ace mini-trucks are being sent
there from Haldi Road station
of Izzatnagar division at regular intervals. Similarly, at
Nautanwa station in Lucknow
division one rake of Kia Motors
vehicles were unloaded and

goods trains, railway wagons
are becoming available for next
loading soon. Due to the
increase in the average speed of
goods trains, travel time has

decreased significantly, due to
which the interest of business
establishments has increased
towards the Railways. As a
result of the increase in loading of goods there is also an
expected increase in railway
revenue, Chief Public Relations
Officer (CPRO) Pankaj Kumar
Singh said.
BOY FOUND: Railway
Protection Force, NER, makes
constant efforts to protect passengers and provide them better travel facilities. In the same
sequence, the Railway
Protection Force post,
Gorakhpur, found a 15-year-

Gorakhpur railway station on
October 12. He was handed
over to the Child Line,
Gorakhpur. On October 12
one person was caught with
two e-tickets jointly by RPF,
Crime Intelligence Branch,
Varanasi, and RPF post,
Varanasi, from Sarnath railway
station circulating area. Action
taken against the arrested person by registered a case under
the Railway Act. Besides the RPF
post, Gonda, during patrolling
found two boys, aged 13 and 15
years respectively, in an
unclaimed condition at Gonda
railway station on October 11.
They were handed over to the
Child Line, Gonda. Besides in a
joint operation by RPF, CIB
Gorakhpur headquarters and
RPF post, Mankapur, caught
two persons with 13 e-tickets and
another with one e-ticket. Action
was taken against the three persons and a case was registered
against them under the Railway
Act. Likewise on October 10 one
person was caught by RPF post,
Kannauj along with 11 e-tickets
and other items. Action was
taken against him under the
Railway Act and a case was registered against him.
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eneral Manager, North Eastern Railway
(NER) Lalit Chandra Trivedi through MS
G
Teams did half-yearly review of Izzatnagar division. DRM Dinesh Kumar Singh said that
Izzatnagar division had done remarkable work in
the direction of transportation of goods. Loading
in September this year was almost
double compared to the corresponding period last year, he said.
Owing to the efforts of the efforts
of the Business Development Unit
(BDU) good loading was achieved
in the automobiles sector. A total
of 50 automobiles rake had been
loaded so far. Better work has also been done in
the field of safety. In this financial year so far deep
45 km screening work has been completed.
Besides deep screening of 40 turnouts has been
done. The tamping of 530 km has been done

besides of 295 turnout which has strengthened
safety and during this period no consequent accident had occurred. Moreover 108 km railway electrification was completed during this period. At
Fasad of Tanakpur railway station improvement
work has been done. In Mathura and Tanakpur
stations arrangements for electronic charting was
made. Besides seven mechanical lifting barrier
were replaced with electric lifting barrier. During
the Covid period, rapid antigen test (RAT) and
RTPCR test were conducted on a large scale for the
safety of all railway personnel. A 70-bed Covid ward
facility was also provided in the Divisional Hospital,
Izzatnagar. In the field of digitalisation 100 per
cent e-office was implemented in Izzatnagar
division. To make the railway’s contract system
transparent and fast e-platform ie Indian
Railways Works Contract Management
System (IRWCMS) was implemented and epassage facility was also started. The GM appreciated the works done in Izzatnagar division.
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bodies of the deceased for the
post-mortem examination. The
truck driver, however, managed to escape from the spot.
Reports said that Ram Sajeevan,
a resident of Maudaha town in
Hamirpur district, lived along
with his family in Kidwai Nagar
under Kabrai police station.
His wife, Leela (30) had come
to a hospital for treatment
along with their one-year-old

child Hrithik. After treatment
in order to go home she went
and stood behind the truck
which was parked along the
road. The tragedy occurred
when the driver suddenly
reversed the truck. As a result
they died on the spot. They
were taken to a hospital with
the help of the passers-by
where the doctors on duty also
declared them dead.
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woman and her child were
crushed to death when a
A
truck driver suddenly reversed

woman was looted and
thrown in the bushes near
a field in Shivrajpur police
station area. She was recovered
in semiconscious state with
her clothes torn on Wednesday
morning. On getting information from the villagers, the
police rushed to the spot and
sent the woman to hospital
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ride their bikes or even walk
as it would help in controlling
air pollution.
Dr Rai said air pollution
was one of the most challenging topics that environmentalist were dealing with
mainly from car emission. He
said due to all the changes that
they were working towards
and were working hard on all
the standards, generations
may never be driving fossil
fuelled cars in their lifetime.
Those present included
Dr VP Kanaujia, Anuradha
Singh, Manju Jain, SS
Agar wal, Dr Kamayani
Sharma, Dr Amarjeet Mitra
and several others.

his vehicle on Pahra Mod under
Kabrai police station on JhansiMirzapur Highway on Tuesday.
On getting information, the
police reached the spot,
impounded the truck and after
filling the ‘panchnama’ sent the
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Singh while addressSainik Sammelan and
ScrimePingAjayreview
meeting at Police
Lines asked the police personnel to control crime by keeping
themselves safe from Covid.
The meeting started with the
SP inquiring about the problems of the police personnel of
each branch. The SP directed
the officials concerned to
redress the grievances within
the deadline and inform the
aggrieved without delay.
During the crime review the SP
discussed each point of policing and made it clear that no
laxity would be tolerated at any
level. Regarding the IGRS he
directed the authorities concerned to dispose of cases in a
time-bound manner and maintain quality so that the aggrieved felt satisfied. Holding discussion over the points, includ-

ing smuggling of liquor/cattle,
land mafiosi, cyber crime, murder, loot, hooliganism, crime
against women etc the SP said
that instant action should be
taken in each matter. In view of
Covid-19 he directed the police
personnel to follow the norms,
keep the premises sanitised
and wear gloves. Giving tips for
effective policing the SP directed to SOs to keep an eye on the
criminals of all categories even
the older ones who were apparently not active. He asked the
field staff to keep details of residents besides the criminals
who were on bail and the new

comers in the area. The meeting was attended by the ASPs,
COs, branch heads, SOs, officials from different branches of
intelligence, DGC criminal and
others.
DRIVE
AGAINST
OVERLOADING: Undeterred
by the attack on him ARTO
Ravi Kant Shukla continued the
drive against overloading and
caught five trucks on Tuesday
night. Giving details he said
that two trucks were handed
over to Mandi Samiti police outpost under Katra Kotwali police
station and three to Gaipura police
outpost under Vindhyachal police
station and a total fine of about Rs
4 lakh would be realised. Reports
said that in the attack on Monday
night ARTO’s government vehicle was damaged and he too had
sustained minor injuries. He had
informed the administration
about the matter. No arrest had
been made yet, last reports said.
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erala Congress (Mani)
faction, a political outfit of
K
the Catholic community in
Kerala, severed its 33-year-old
alliance with the Indian
National Congress on
Wednesday and moved over
to the Left Democratic Front
led by the CPI(M).
Jose K Mani, son of late K
M Mani, one of the founders
of the Kerala Congress,
announced his decision to
join the CPI(M) camp after a
meeting of the high power
committee of the faction held
at Kottayam. Mani Jr also
announced his resignation
from the membership of the
Rajya Sabha, which he had
won in 2018 as a UDF nominee.

This is being seen as the
build up to the 2021 assembly
election as the CPI(M) badly
wants to retain and return to
power. Presently, the party is
under siege because of scams
and corruption charges ranging from Gold smuggling,
dates import and LIFE
Mission pay off.
It is reported that the
CPI(M) leadership has
assured the KC(M) that the
latter would be allocated 12 to
15 seats in the upcoming
assembly election expected
to be held in March -April
2021. The CPI(M) leadership
hope that it would be able to
retain power in the next
assembly election in company of the KC(M) faction,
which has considerable influence among the Catholic

community in districts like
Kottayam,
Idukki,
Pathanamthitta, Alappuzha
and Idukki.
“It is a welcome move by
the Kerala Congress. The LDF
and the Kerala Congress
would be in a win-win situation,” said Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan about the
development. Former chief
minister and senior Congress
leader Oommen Chandi
described Jose Mani’s move as
immature and foolish.
Meanwhile, the NCP, a
constituent of the LDF
expressed its displeasure over
the CPI(M) move to accommodate Jose Mani. Mani C
Kappen, who had defeated the
KC(M) faction leader in the
by-poll at Pala necessitated by
the demise of Mani said that

he was in talks with the
Congress-led UDF.
The CPI(M) had tried its
best to derail the presentation
of the Kerala Budget by the
then Finance Minister K M
Mani in the House in
February 2016. The assembly
witnessed nasty scenes as the
CPI(M) MLAs destroyed furniture and computer terminals in the House in their bid
to prevent the then finance
minister from presenting the
budget accusing him of having taken money from liquor
mafia to lift the ban on sale of
liquor. A criminal case against
six CPI(M) MLAs have been
filed in the Chief Judicial
Magistrate
Court
at
Thiruvananthapuram for
destruction of public property.
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Mumbai:As part of its
“Mission Begin again”, the
Maharashtra Government on
Wednesday decided to allow
metro trains in Mumbai and
Nagpur to operate from
October 15 in a phased manner and do away the health
check-up and stamping of
domestic passengers arriving at the railway stations in
Maharashtra from different
parts of the state.

In other guidelines, the
state government allowed
government and private
libraries to function with
protocols of social distancing
and sanitation norms in place
and increased the number of
people, while it permitted
local weekly bazars, including
that of animals, to reopen
outside containment zones.
In an effort to control and
reduce crowding, the State

government permitted markets and shops to remain
open for additional hours
from 9 am to 9 pm, with
effect from October 15, while
the limit on the number of
guests who can remain present has been increased to 50
from the earlier 20. While the
government has also allowed
“Business to Business” (B2B)
exhibitions only outside the
containment zones and all
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ll four labour codes are
likely to be implemented
A
in one go from April 1, the
b eginning of t he next
fiscal year, Labour Secretary
Apur va Chandra said on
Wednesday.
Parliament in its just concluded session passed three
lab our co de bi lls:
t he
Industrial Relations (IR)
Code, the Social Security
Code, and the Occupational
Safety, Health and Working
Conditions Code (OSH).
The Wage Code Bill, 2019
was passed by Parliament last
year.
L ast mont h, L ab our
Minister Santosh Gangwar
had said that efforts would be
made to complete the labour
reforms by implementing the
all four labour codes by

December this year.
The labour ministry
had circulated the draft
rules on the Wage Code
Bill last year but held back
its f inalis ation and
implementation. The ministry wanted to implement
all the four codes and
rules under those in one go
as all of them are interlinked.
Talking to reporters,
Chandra said, “We have
started work on firming up
draft rules of the recently
passed three labour codes in
Parliament. We are trying to
notify draft rules by middle
of November to seek feedback. We will give 45 days
time for feedback.”He further said that the four codes
are likely to be implemented from April 1, with notification of firmed-up rules.

After the passage of a legislation in Parliament, it is
sent for the President of
India’s assent. The three
codes on IR, OSH and
social security have already
got assent of the President
of India. A law comes into
force after notification of
rules.
Initially, draft rules
under a law is notified with
a stipulated time period (45
days) to receive feedback.
Thereafter, these rules are
finalised and implemented
for bringing the law into
force. Chandra said the
labour ministry is expected
to get the feedback on three
codes on IR, OSH and
s o ci a l
s e c ur it y
by
December-end and thus it
would take some time to
analyse that for firming up
the rules.
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ndia is expected to have
60,000 start-ups and 100
Icompanies
with valuation of
over USD 1 billion by 2025,
a TiE Global report, in association with Zinnov, released
on Wednesday said.
The report observed that
business recovery of start-ups
is back on track after the lockdown.
However, 12-15 per cent
of start-ups are facing risk of
survival and a similar percentage of start-ups have
closed their business.
“Despite being in the
biggest pandemic we have
had, India is going to create
same numbers of unicorn in
2020 as we did in 2018 and
2019, which is a testament of
our strong ecosystem,” TiE
Delhi-NCR president Rajan
Anandan said while sharing
the findings of the report.
“We do believe that India
is on track to have 60,000
start-up by 2025. We are well
on track to have 100 unicorns
in India by 2025,” he added.
He said investments are

also on track for recovery.
TiE Global is a non-profit organization devoted to
entrepreneurs in all industries.
There are around 38,000
active start-ups, out of which
26 are unicorns.
The start-up ecosystem in
India had attracted USD 14.5
billion of funding in 2019, the
report titled ‘Covid-19 and
the antifragility of Indian
startup ecosystem’ said.
The report said start-ups
are expected to create 1.5 to
1.6 million jobs by 2025.
The study included most
of the business data till the
end of February and compared it with data till the end
of September, Anandan said.
According to the report,
direct job creation in the
start-up ecosystem will
remain flat in 2020 as about
25,000 jobs in several sectors
like hospitality, mobility,
among others, have been lost,
while a similar number of
jobs have been created in
some sectors like edutech,
communications, online fitness, among others, .
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Mumbai: Amid the jump seen in unified payment interface (UPI)
transactions, a digital economy professor closely aligned with the
ruling BJP on Wednesday claimed that the shift to this mode has
helped India save over 0.10 per cent of GDP from going out of
the country. The uptick in transactions, which touched 1.8 billion in September, has also helped the economy from an “enablement” perspective, Arvind Gupta, a professor of digital economy who spearheaded BJP’s national technology department for
three consecutive terms, told reporters. The comments come amid
a 10 per cent surge in UPI transactions in September as against
August this year, as more people switch to digital payments amid
the pandemic. “From the research hat that I wear, I can tell you
that the initial study suggests that just by using UPI payments,
we have saved upwards of 0.10 per cent of GDP which remains
back in the country,” Gupta said at an event organised by the fintech Earlysalary.
PTI

types of local weekly markets (bazaars) across the
state with effect from
October 145, it has decided to do away stamping
with indelible ink for
domestic passengers arriving at different airports
after COVID-19 testing.
Though it announced
relaxations on several
fronts, the state government made no announcement regarding the reopening of various places of
worship.
PNS

The Mani led Kerala Congress
had a brief honeymoon with the
CPI(M) in 1980 during the tenure
of E K Nayanar as Chief Minister.
But Mani switched his loyalty to
the Congress-led UDF in 1982
which resulted in the fall of
Nayanar ministry. Nayanar in all
his interviews and speeches used
to ridicule Mani as a person who
could not be trusted.
The KC(M) moving to the
LDF is likely to see a realignment
of various parties in the State in
the build up to the assembly election.
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he National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has conT
ducted searches at six locations
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he Coronavirus-triggered
lockdown in the first half of
T
2020 has led to a decline of 1,551
million tones of carbon dioxide
emission which was higher than
during the financial crisis of
2008, the oil crisis of the 1979, or
even World War II, according to
a study by an international team
of researchers.
The study, published in the
journal
Nature
Communications, pointed out
that the greatest reduction of
emissions was observed in the
ground transportation sector,
largely because of working from
home restrictions. Transport
CO2 emissions decreased by 40
per cent worldwide while in contrast, the power and industry sectors contributed less to the
decline, with -22 per cent and 17 per cent respectively, as did
the aviation and shipping sectors.
“In the first six months of
this year, 8.8 percent less carbon
dioxide was emitted than in the
same period in 2019 - a total
decrease of 1,551 million tones,”

said the study which not only
offers a much more precise look
at COVID-19”s impact on global energy consumption than
previous analyses.
“What makes our study
unique is the analysis of meticulously collected near-real-time
data” explains lead author Zhu
Liu from the Department of
Earth System Science at
Tsinghua University in Beijing.
“By looking at the daily figures compiled by the Carbon
Monitor research initiative we
were able to get a much faster
and more accurate overview,
including timelines that show
how emissions decreases have
corresponded to lockdown measures in each country.
“In April, at the height of the
first wave of Corona infections,
when most major countries
shut down their public life and
parts of their economy, emissions even declined by 16.9 %.
Overall, the various outbreaks
resulted in emission drops that
we normally see only on a
short-term basis on holidays
such as Christmas or the

Chinese Spring Festival.”
“The greatest reduction of
emissions was observed in the
ground transportation sector,”
explains Daniel Kammen, professor and Chair of the Energy
and Resources Group and also
professor in the Goldman
School of Public Policy,
University of California,
Berkeley.
Surprisingly, even the residential sector saw a small emissions drop of 3 %: largely
because of an abnormally warm
winter in the northern hemisphere, heating energy consumption decreased with most
people staying at home all day
during lockdown periods.”
The authors have stressed
that the only valid strategy to stabilise the climate is a complete
overhaul of the industry and
commerce sector. “While the
CO2 drop is unprecedented,
decreases of human activities
cannot be the answer,” says CoAuthor Hans Joachim
Schellnhuber, founding director
of the Potsdam Institute for
Climate Impact Research.

in Punjab in connection with
the Sikh for Justice (SFJ) case
relating to hoisting of the so
called Khalistani flag by the
cadres of the outlawed outfit at
the office of the Deputy
Commissioner”s Office, Moga
(Punjab) on the eve of
Independence Day, 2020.
The agency conducted
searches at six locations in
Ferozpur, Ludhiana and Moga
districts of Punjab on Tuesday
NIA case relating to Khalistani
flag hoisting case.
“This crime was committed by the miscreants who
were offered cash rewards at
the behest of terrorist
Gurpatwant Singh Pannu of
SFJ for this heinous act,” the
NIA said in a statement.
The agency further said,
“The searched premises belong
to the accused Akashdeep
Singh, Jog winder Singh,
Inderjeet Singh, Jaspal Singh
and Ram Tirath.
The cyber cafe belonging
to the accused Jaspal Singh was
also searched.”
During searches, various
electronic items like pen drives,
laptops, hard disc and other
incriminating documents have
been seized, it said.
The background of the
case is that on August 14,
2020, two miscreants hoisted
a yellow coloured flag with
Khalistan written on it on the
terrace of the four-storied
building of the Deputy
C ommissioner
Of f ice
Complex, Moga (Punjab) and
while coming back, they cut
the rope of the Indian
National Flag hoisted near the
main gate and dragged the

"   $
) 
 
*
  1 ( )$
1 1$ (
(  (  
  *  
( *  )
  ;($
 (
Indian National Flag along
with the rope.
In connection with this
incident, a case was registered
at Moga police station vide
FIR No: 136 of 2020 dated
August 14, 2020. The case was
re-registered by the NIA as
RC-30/2020/NIA/DLI under
Indian Penal Code (IPC)
Sections relating to waging
war against the nation, conspiracy for waging war against
the nation, sedition, promoting enmity between different
groups on grounds of
religion, imputations prejudicial to national integration
and Section 2 of Prevention of
Insults to National Honours
Act, 1972.
Further investigation in
the case is continuing.
SFJ is a banned terrorist
outfit in India and Pannu
has been designated as a terrorist.The SFJ is a project
launched and sustained at
the behest of Pakistan”s spy
agenc y
Inter-S er vices
Intelligence (ISI) to carry out
the so -called Referendum
2020 online.
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he BJP and Trinomial
Congress were trying to
T
polarize the electoralatmosphere which was why they
were spreading all kinds of
rumors aboutfailed alliance
talks between the Congress
and Left Front.
Urging the two sides to
hasten up the talk process so
that the twoparties can hit the
streets well before the next
year’s Assemblyelections
Chowdhury on Wednesday
said “the TMC and the BJP
are tryingto polarise the state
on communal lines, and it is
the duty of theLeft and the
Congress to provide a third
alternat ive,”adding the
twoparties were spreading all
kinds of rumours suggesting
that theseat-sharing talks
between the two sides had
proved to be anon-starter.
Meanwhile, in an unrelated development the State
BJP leadership on Wednesday
said that Home Minister
Amit Shah would not be able

to come to Bengal ahead of
the Durga Pujas. Instead he
would come to the Stateonly
after the Pujas.
In Shah’s place BJP president JP Nadda would visit
the State onOctober 19. He
would go to North Bengal
and hold meetings with
seniorParty leaders there,
sources said.
Referring to how the Left
and C ong ress j oint ly
launched a number ofmovements in the past couple of
years he said “a time has
come to takeforward this
alliance to its logical conclusion, and that is sharingof
seats for the elections,”
adding the preliminary round
of t alks ons et-shar ing
between the two sides would
begin next week.
Incidentally Left Front
Chairman and CPI(M)politburo memb er Biman
Bosehad reported spoken to
the Congress leadership asking it to hasten upthe talk
process and hit the streets
early. Even Chowdhury said
the two sides should begin
the talks as early aspossible to
avoid last-minute "hiccups".
Though the two sides hadjointly contested the 2016
elections their dialogue ahead
of the lastyear’s parliamentary
elections fail in the last

moment. Chowdhury said
that the two sides had fought
jointly in 2916 but thetalks
were half-baked. In fact the
2016 Alliance jointly picked
up 77out of 294 seats whereas the Trinamool Congress
won 212. However thecatch
was the Left Congress alliance
lost out to the ruling outfit
inabout 70 seats by slender
margin of 150 to 4000 votes
which the twosides had
blame d on a “p ar t is an
Election Commission that
ignoredmassive violence during elections.”
C ongress MP Pradip
Bhattacharya, who is the
chair man of t hene w lyformed coordination committee, along with Mr
Chowdhury and thestate's
Leader of Opposition Abdul
Mannan are likely to lead the
talkswith the Left parties,
Pradesh Congress Committee
sources said.
On the alleged rumours
being spread by the BJP and
TMC, Chowdhury saidthe
Congress and Left Front
should not pay heed to
“canards” beingspread against
the alliance.The two parties
were spreading rumour that
the Congress and Left hadlost
reference and so the voters
should choose between the
TMC and theBJP.
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group of mainstream
Kashmiri politicians led
A
by a sitting Member of
Parliament from Srinagar Dr
Farooq Abdullah are all set to
attend a brainstorming session to review the present
political situation and decide
their future course of action
on Thursday.
Mainly signatories of the
Gupkar Declaration have
been extended a formal invitation to assemble at the residence
of
National
C onference Chief
Dr
Abdullah.
Gupkar Declaration is a
joint effort of all the regional mainstream political parties – the National
Conference, the Peoples
Democratic Party, the Peoples

C onference, t he Awami
National Conference and the
CPI (M) - of Jammu and
Kashmir to fight for the special status of the erstwhile
State.
Earlier, both Dr Farooq
and Omar Abdullah had
called on PDP Chief
Mehbooba Mufti at her residence to personally meet her
where they extended her an
invitation to attend the meeting. Soon after her release late
Tuesday night, former Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister
Mehbooba Mufti vowed to
fight for the restoration of
Article 370.
Calling August 5, 2019 a
black day, Mufti urged everyone in Jammu and Kashmir
to work towards resolving
the Kashmir conflict.
Sharing details of the

their meeting former Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
tweeted,“My father and I
called on Mehbooba Mufti
Sahiba this afternoon to
enquire about her well-being
after her release from detention. She has kindly accepted
Farooq Sb’s invitation to join
a meeting of the Gupkar
D e clarat ion sig nator ies’
tomor row
af ter no on
(Thursday)”.
“Today our visit was
without any political motive
and we wanted to know her
well being.
In the meeting tomorrow,
the present political situation
will be reviewed and what
will be the future agenda of
the Gupkar Declaration signatories in one view, that
will also be discussed,” he said
in another tweet.
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order to step up efforts for
better air quality
Iandnensuring
address pollution related
issues in the upcoming winter
season, strict vigil will be maintained against polluting activities in Delhi and neighbouring
towns, the Union Environment
Ministry said on Wednesday.
Fifty teams of the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) will be deployed to
make extensive field visits from
October 15 this year till
February 28 next year, it said.
In a statement, the Ministry
of Environment said the teams
will visit Delhi and NCR towns
— Noida, Ghaziabad, Meerut in
Uttar Pradesh; Gurugram,
Faridabad, Ballabgarh, Jhajjar,
Panipat, Sonepat in Haryana;
and Bhiwadi, Alwar, Bharatpur
in Rajasthan.
These teams will specifically focus on hotspot areas
where the problem is aggravated, it said.
“Strict vigil will be maintained against polluting activities in the upcoming winter
season. On-spot reporting of
major air polluting sources
such as major construction
activities without proper control measures, dumping of
garbage and construction waste
alongside the roads and on

open plots, unpaved roads,
open
burning
of
garbage/industrial waste, etc.
will be done using SAMEER
App.
“Feedback on polluting
activities will be shared with
concerned agencies through
an automated system, for quick
action. Details will also be
shared
with
State
Governments. This will help in
taking timely actions and monitoring at appropriate levels by
the concerned agencies,” it
said.
The ministry said that a
central control room at the
CPCB headquarters has been
made functional for keeping
track of pollution levels on
hour-to-hour basis and overall
coordination with state agencies.
In addition, district-wise
nodal officers have been
appointed for better management and coordination with
teams, the ministry said.
“Air quality in winter season is a major environmental
concern in Delhi and NCR
region. Various efforts are
being taken since past five
years for air quality management in the region. Although
gradual year-on-year improvement in air quality has been
observed, a lot needs to be
done,” it said.
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alks between Congress and
the Left over sharing of
T
seats for the next year West
Bengal Assembly elections will
begin next week. The Left and
the Congress have hit the roads
together over the last one year
on several issues, opposing the
TMC government in the state
and the BJP-led government at
the Centre. The Left-Congress
tie-up bagged 76 seats in the
294- member assembly in 2016.
“Now, this is the time to
take forward this alliance to its
logical conclusion, and that is
sharing of seats for the elections. The preliminary talks
will begin next week,” senior
Congress leader and West
Bengal Congress chief Adhir

Ranjan Chowdhury said on
Wednesday. The Lok Sabha
MP said TMC and the BJP are
trying to polarise the state on
communal lines, and it is the
duty of the Left and the
Congress to provide a third
alternative.
The two sides want to
begin the talks as early
October for the elections likely to be held in April-May next
year. “The talks are being
started now so that there are
no problems at the last
moment. We struck a seatsharing deal for the 2016
assembly elections but it was
half-baked. During the 2019
Lok Sabha polls, we couldn”t
stitch an alliance as the talks
failed at the last moment,”
Chowdhury said.

n a move to provide housing
for urban poor, the Ministry
of Housing and Urban Affairs
on Wednesday will provide
concessional finance under
Affordable Housing Fund
(AHF), rebate in taxes and
additional floor area ratio for
Affordable Rental Housing
Complexes (ARHCs). The
scheme will be implemented
through two models.
To make this a lucrative
and viable business opportunity for Entities, Central Govt.
will provide Concessional
Project finance under
Affordable Housing Fund
(AHF) & Priority Sector
Lending (PSL), Exemption in
Income Tax and GST and technology innovation grant for
promotion of innovative technologies in ARHCs. Further,
State/UT government will provide Use Permission changes,
50% additional Floor Area

Ratio/ Floor space index (FSI)
free of cost, Single Window
Approval within 30 days, Trunk
Infrastructure facility and
Municipal charges at par with
residential property.
This was announced by
Union Housing and Urban
Affairs minister Hardeep Singh
Puri while addressing a webinar at the launch of ARHCs
portal. He also released the
guidelines and guidebook on
this occasion.
According to the ministry,
in the first model, the existing
government funded vacant
houses to be converted into
ARHCs through Public Private
Partnership or by public agencies for a period of 25years.
The scheme provides an
opportunity for all States/UTs
to convert their existing vacant
houses constructed under various
Central/
State
Government schemes into
ARHCs. A model request for
proposal (RFP) has been

shared with all States for customisation and issuance by
them to select a concessionaire.
In the second model,
vacant land lying unutilised
with various Industries, Trade
Associations, Manufacturing
Companies, Educational/
Health
Institutions,
Development Authorities,
Housing Boards, Central/ State
Public Sector Undertakings
(PSUs) and other such Entities
will be used for ARHCs for a
period of 25 years. “By providing with appropriate policy
support, enabling suitable provisions and incentives, these
available vacant lands can be
utilised effectively for developing affordable housing facilities to migrants/ poor,” the
ministry said. Further, the
ministry will issue Expression
of Interest (EoI) for shortlisting of Entities by urban local
bodies to Construct, Operate
and Maintain ARHCs on their
own available vacant land.
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nion Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan on
U
Wednesday launched the second phase of a Coal India CSR
initiative to provide financial
assistance for treatment of
underprivileged thalassemic
patients.
Launched in 2017, the
Thalassemia Bal Sewa Yojana
is a hematopoietic stem cell
transplantation (HSCT) programme that aims to provide
a one-time cure opportunity
for haemoglobinopathies like
thalassaemia and sickle cell
disease for patients who have
a matched family donor.
The CSR initiative was
targeted to provide financial
assistance to a total of 200
patients by providing a package cost not exceeding Rs 10
lakh per HSCT.
Vardhan congratulated the
doctors of SGPGI Lucknow,
PGI Chandigarh, AIIMS Delhi,
CMC Vellore, Tata Medical
Centre in Kolkata and Rajeev

Gandhi Cancer Institute, Delhi
for the successful transplantation of 135 children without
charging any physician fee,
according to a Health Ministry
statement.
“Data on the prevalence of
silent carriers for various
haemoglobinopathies show
that it is 2.9-4.6 per cent for ßThalassemia, while it can be as
high as 40 per cent for sickle
cell anaemia especially among
the tribal population.
Haemoglobin variants like
HBE in eastern India can be as
common as 3-50 per cent
which calls for more attention
to these diseases,” he was quoted as saying in the statement.
He also acknowledged
CMC, Ludhiana and Narayan
Hrudayalaya, Bangalore who
have agreed to provide this
advanced care therapy from
2020.
Expressing gratitude to
Coal India and their CSR
team for providing such
opportunity to the BPL
patients suffering from haema-

tological disorders and extending the support for another
two years from 2020, Vardhan
mentioned the issue of high
out-of-pocket-expenditure on
health services in India.
“People go bankrupt selling ancestral land and the last
property paying for their treatment. It is precisely that pain
that moved Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to introduce
the Ayushman BharatPradhan Mantri Jan Aarogya
Yojana for targeted populace,”
he said.
Expressing satisfaction
that the scheme has been
extended to cover aplastic
anaemia patients for a total of
200 such patients from this
year, he said, “Such cases can
be prevented by counselling
using the Ayushman Bharat
–Health and Wellness Centres
network. We have made blood
transfusion facilities available
in every district hospital while
some districts also offer the
facility in health centres at subdistrict level.
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yderabad-based drug
phrama Bharat Biotech
H
has decided to cut by half its
number of volunteers and subsequently reduce trial sites for
the Phase II clinical trials of
coronavirus vaccine candidate
Covaxin. This may lead to an
expedition of phase-2 trials,
said a few reports.
According to the reports,
the biotechnology firm had
enrolled 750 volunteers for the
Covaxin trials, but has now
reduced the number to 380
who will be dosed with the
vaccine.
The number of trial sites
would also be reduced accord-

ingly. This may lead to an
expedition of phase-2 trials
and a possible early start of the
third phase – leading to a
shortened duration of clinical
trials for Covaxin.
The report, citing lead
trial investigators, suggests
that the decision to scaledown the trial size was based
on good sero-conversion or
immunogenicity seen in volunteers during phase-1.
The potential vaccine
against COVID-19, the disease
caused by the novel coronavirus, is being developed by
Hyderabad-based Bharat
Biotech in collaboration with
the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) and the

National Institute of Virology
(NIV).
The first phase of
Covaxin”s clinical trial
involved 375 volunteers.
Interim data from phase-1
has not been made public yet.
The reports further suggests that no major adverse
reactions have been noted so
far, apart from minor side
effects such as mild fever and
body aches.
Researchers are currently
in the process of administering the second dose to participants as part of the phase-2
trial. Two doses of the Covaxin
vaccine candidate are to be
administered with a gap of 14
days between them.
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he Indian army claimed to
have foiled a suspected
T
BAT (Border Action Team)
operation along the line of
control in Tangdhar sector of
North Kashmir's Kupwara district on Wednesday. Earlier,
two weapon smuggling bids
were foiled by the alert troops
from across the line of
control.
It is after a gap of more
than six months, heavily armed
intruders supported by the
Pakistani army had attempted
a BAT operation in the area.
Earlier, five heavily armed terrorists were neutralised by the
elite para commandos of the
Indian army in the Keran sec-

tor of Kupwara as they had
attempted to infiltrate inside
the Indian territory.
Meanwhile, in a separate
anti-terrorist operation, two
terrorists were gunned down by
the joint team of security forces
in Chakura area of Shopian on
Wednesday.Till the time of filing the report the operation
was not called off as thorough
searches were still going on in
and around the encounter site
to rule out the presence of any
other hiding terrorist.
Earlier, the operation was
launched by the joint team of
security forces on receipt of the
information about the presence
of terrorists in the area.
Director General of Police,
Dilbagh Singh told reporters,

"so far two terrorists have been
eliminated in the ongoing
operation and searches were
going on to confirm the presence of a third terrorist in the
area".
In a brief statement the
twitter handle of Srinagar based
China Corps said, " a suspected BAT(Border Action Team)
action bid was foiled by the
alert troops early Wednesday
morning in Tangdhar".
It further said, "suspicious
activity of 3-4 intruders was
observed by the alert troops,
close to forward post along the
line of control.Timely action by
the alert troops averted infiltration bid. The entire area was
kept under surveillance", the
statement added.
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eople in many cities have to wait to buy a bicycle of their choice due to a massive surge in
P
demand. Bicycle sales in India have grown by over
two-folds in the last five months as people are opting for this cheapest mode of transport to cover
short to medium amid coronavirus pandemic.

According to the All India Bicycle Manufacturers
Association (AICMA), a total of 41,80,945 bicycles have been sold in the country in the five
months from May to September 2020. In May, the
number of bicycles sold was 4,56,818. This number almost doubled to 8,51,060 in June, while in
September, the country sold 11,21,544 cycles in
a month.
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7DPLQJWKHGUDJRQ

DaRehZeY8`gVc_`c
.RVK\DUL¶VOHWWHUZDUZLWK8GGKDY7KDFNHUD\WXUQVXJO\DVKHJRHV
DJDLQVWWKHPDQGDWHRIKLVSRVWWRIROORZDSDUW\OLQH

*

XEHUQDWRULDODVVLJQPHQWVKDYHDOZD\VEHHQSROLWL
FLVHGUHJDUGOHVVRIUHJLPHV1RPDWWHUZKDWWKH
SDUW\DWWKH&HQWUHHDFKKDVXVHGLWVFKRVHQ
*RYHUQRU WR NHHS D ZDWFK RQ 2SSRVLWLRQ 6WDWH
*RYHUQPHQWVDQGXQGHUFXWIHGHUDOSRZHUVLQWKHHYHQW
RIDFULVLVHVSHFLDOO\ZKHQWKH&HQWUDOSDUW\DVWKHPDLQ
FKDOOHQJHUKDVEHHQZLWKLQVPHOOLQJGLVWDQFHRISRZHU
%XWMXVWEHFDXVHDYLRODWLRQKDVEHFRPHDSROLWLFDOFRQ
YHQWLRQFDQRQHMXVWLI\LWVFRQWLQXLW\"$QGE\H[WHQVLRQ
GRHVLWKDYHWREHPRUHIODJUDQWWKDQHDUOLHURFFDVLRQV"
,WLVRQWKLVFRXQWWKDW0DKDUDVKWUD*RYHUQRU%KDJDW6LQJK
.RVK\DUL·V OHWWHU ZDU ZLWK &KLHI 0LQLVWHU 8GGKDY
7KDFNHUD\RYHUWKHUHRSHQLQJRIUHOLJLRXVSODFHVLQWKH6WDWHLVQRWRQO\LQGHFRURXVEXW
FKDOOHQJHVWKHOLPLWVRIDFRQVWLWXWLRQDOO\DSSRLQWHGSRVW:RUVHZKDWFRXOGKDYHEHHQD
PDWXUHFRQIDEXODWLRQZDVFRQYHUWHGWRDPHGLDFLUFXVDVWKH*RYHUQRU·VOHWWHUZDVFLU
FXODWHGZLGHO\0DNLQJDFDVHIRUUHRSHQLQJSODFHVRIZRUVKLS.RVK\DULDVNHG7KDFNHUD\
LIKHKDG´WXUQHGVHFXODUµE\NHHSLQJWKHPVKXW7KHODWWHUVKRWEDFNDOHWWHUDVNLQJLI
+LQGXWYDPHDQWVLPSO\RSHQLQJUHOLJLRXVSODFHVDQGDVD*RYHUQRUZKRKDGVZRUQRQ
WKH&RQVWLWXWLRQZDVKHGHQ\LQJWKHVHFXODULVPHQVKULQHGLQLW"&OHDUO\.RVK\DULZKR
KDVEHHQXVHGWLPHDQGDJDLQWRHPEDUUDVVWKH6KLY6HQDOHGDOOLDQFH*RYHUQPHQWVKRXOG
KDYHFOHDUO\NHSWWKHDUURZLQKLVTXLYHU)RUKHXQZLWWLQJO\JDYHWKHSROLWLFDODGYDQWDJHWR
7KDFNHUD\E\WU\LQJWRH[SRVHWKHODWWHU·VFRPPLWPHQWWR+LQGXWYD7KDFNHUD\PD\KDYH
EHHQYRFLIHURXVDERXW$\RGK\DEXWLQ&29,'VWUHVVHGWLPHVDQGDV&KLHI0LQLVWHURIWKH
ZRUVWDIIHFWHG6WDWHKHKDVPDQDJHGWKHIHVWLYDOVHDVRQZLWKUHDVRQ%\FRQILQLQJWKH
*DQHVK0DKRWVDYWRDODUJHO\LQGRRUFHOHEUDWLRQKHDYRLGHGDVXSHUVSUHDGHUHYHQW$QG
DOWKRXJKWKH*RYHUQRUKDVTXHVWLRQHGWKHUDWLRQDOHRIRSHQLQJEDUVDQGUHVWDXUDQWVDQG
QRWVKULQHV7KDFNHUD\NQRZVWKDWIDLWKLVDKHDYHRIHPRWLRQWKDWGHILHVSURWRFROVDQG
KHZRXOGPXFKUDWKHUJRLQIRUDJUDGHGRSHQLQJRIWKHVHSODFHVDIWHUDVVHVVLQJWKHULVN
RIVSUHDG%HVLGHVWKH*RYHUQRUJLYHQWKHJUDYLWDVDVVRFLDWHGZLWKKLVFKDLUVKRXOGQRW
KDYHUXQGRZQWKHZHLJKWRIWKHZRUG´VHFXODUµLQKLVRIILFLDOFDSDFLW\QRPDWWHUZKDW
KLVSHUVRQDOEHOLHIV\VWHPVPLJKWEH$OVRXVLQJWKHUHOLJLRQFDUGLVXQEHFRPLQJRIDSRVW
WKDWGHPDQGVUHDVRQQHXWUDOLW\GLJQLW\DQGLQWHJULW\%XWWKHQ.RVK\DULKDVEHHQWRRSOL
DQWWRZDONWKHWKLQOLQHEHWZHHQSURSULHW\DQGLPSURSULHW\QLFHW\DQGEUDVKQHVV/HWXV
QRWIRUJHWWKDWKHLVWKHVDPHPDQZKRKDGUHYRNHG3UHVLGHQW·VUXOHLQWKH6WDWHLQWKH
ZHHKRXUVDQGKXUULHGO\VZRUQLQ%-3OHDGHU'HYHQGUD)DGQDYLVZLWKWKHQUHEHO1DWLRQDOLVW
&RQJUHVV3DUW\ 1&3 OHDGHU$MLW3DZDULJQRULQJWKHVSOLWPDQGDWHLQWKH6WDWH+HGLG
QRWJLYHDGHTXDWHWLPHWRWKH2SSRVLWLRQSDUWLHVDQGHYHQDQDGULIW6HQDIRUFU\VWDOOLVLQJ
WKHLUDGMXVWPHQWVEHIRUHFRPPLWWLQJWRIXUQLVKLQJOHWWHUVRIVXSSRUW%\WKDW\DUGVWLFNWKH
*RYHUQRUVHHPVLPPXQHWRWKHDGYHUVHFULWLFLVPWKDWKLVRYHUVWHSSLQJRIFRQVWLWXWLRQDO
OLPLWVHQWDLOV6RORQJDVKLVSROLWLFDOSXUSRVHLVVHUYHGLQWKLVFDVHJRLQJDIWHUWKH6KLY
6HQD7KLVH[SODLQVZK\1&3VXSUHPR6KDUDG3DZDUZURWHWR3ULPH0LQLVWHU1DUHQGUD
0RGLH[SUHVVLQJVKRFNDWWKHWRQHDQGWHQRURIWKH*RYHUQRU·VOHWWHU+HHYHQFODULILHG
WKDWZKLOHKHZDVQRWDJDLQVWWKH*RYHUQRU·VSUHURJDWLYHWRGLVFXVVPDWWHUVZLWKWKH&0
KHZDVDJDLQVWDVTXDEEOHGHOLEHUDWHO\SOD\HGRXWLQWKHSXEOLFGRPDLQIRUSROLWLFDOJDLQV
6KDPLQJWKHUHJLRQDOSDUW\ZKHUHYHUWKH%-3LVWKHPDLQ2SSRVLWLRQLVQRZPRUH
WKHUXOHWKDQWKHH[FHSWLRQ,Q%HQJDO*RYHUQRU-DJGHHS'KDQNDUKDVEHHQEORZLQJKRW
RQWKH0DPDWD%DQHUMHHOHG7ULQDPRRO&RQJUHVV*RYHUQPHQWDWWKHVOLJKWHVWSUHWH[WRU
WKHRWKHU7KHODWHVWVSDWLVRYHUWKHXQQDWXUDOGHDWKRID%-30/$DQGWKH*RYHUQRU·VOHW
WHUWRYLFHFKDQFHOORUV 9&V DVNLQJWKHPWRDWWHQGDYLGHRFRQIHUHQFHZLWKKLP7KH9&V
UHIXVHGWRDWWHQGXQOHVVWKHLQYLWDWLRQZDVURXWHGWKURXJKWKH6WDWHKLJKHUHGXFDWLRQGHSDUW
PHQW$IWHUWKLV'KDQNDUWRRNWR7ZLWWHUWRGHIHQGKLVSDUWLVDQDFWLRQVD\LQJKHFRXOGQRW
DOORZVWXGHQWV·LVVXHVWREH´SROLWLFDOO\FDJHGµ+LVOLHZDVH[SRVHGZKHQ%DQHUMHHKHU
VHOIUHYHDOHGDOORIKHU*RYHUQPHQW·VFRPPXQLFDWLRQZLWKWKH5DM%KDYDQEHIRUHWKHPHGLD
%XWDWOHDVWKHKDGGRQHKLVELWIRUWKH%-3·V´'LGLKDWDRµFDPSDLJQ$OOWKHVHH[DPSOHV
SURYHWKHUHLVDQLQWHUQHFLQHSORWWRHURGHWKHVSLULWRIDOOLDQFHSROLWLFVLQJHQHUDODQGWKH
UHJLRQDORQHVLQSDUWLFXODUPDNLQJWKHPORRNOLNHSXSSHWVLQDVKDGRZSOD\VRSRZHUIXO
WKDWWKHYRWHUFKDQJHVKLVSDWWHUQLQWKHQH[WURXQGRIHOHFWLRQV7KHSUREOHPZLWKWKH%-3
LVWKDWLWMXVWFDQ·WJHWRXWRIWKHZKDWDERXWHU\WUDSFRXQWHULQJHYHU\FULWLFLVPE\FLWLQJ
&RQJUHVVSUHFHGHQWVDQGUHSHDWLQJHYHU\PLVWDNHRILWVULYDOSDUW\WKDWXOWLPDWHO\FRVWWKH
ODWWHUGHDU7KHQKRZLV%-3WKH´SDUW\ZLWKDGLIIHUHQFH"µ,I*RYHUQRUVDUHDEGLFDWLQJ
WKHLUUROHUHVSRQVLELOLWLHVDQGSUHIHUULQJWREHDJHQWVRIWKHUXOLQJSDUW\WKHQWKHLUXVHLV
QRWHYHQFHUHPRQLDO)RUHYHQWKDWGHPDQGVDGHJUHHRILQWHJULW\DQGUHVSHFWIRUWKHQRUPV
RISDUOLDPHQWDU\GHPRFUDF\7KH\DUHWRRWKOHVVZKHQWKH\UHFRPPHQG3UHVLGHQW·VUXOH
DVLWLVWKH&HQWUDO*RYHUQPHQWZKLFKUXQVWKH6WDWHDIIDLUVE\SUR[\ZLWKLWVRZQWHDP
RIEXUHDXFUDWV,VQ·WLWWLPHWKHQWRORRNDWWKHVHOHFWLRQSURFHVVRIWKHSRVWRI*RYHUQRU
LWVHOISURYLGHGHDFKSDUW\DJUHHVWRQHXWUDOLVLQJLWLQWKHILUVWSODFH"7KHSURFHGXUHIRU
DSSRLQWPHQWRIWKH/RNSDOFRXOGHDVLO\EHIROORZHGWRVHFXUHWKHSRVLWLRQLQDPDQQHUWKDW
WKH*RYHUQRUFDQQRWEHUHFDOOHGRUPRYHGDWWKH&HQWUH·VZKLP%XWZLOODOOSDUWLHVDJUHH
WRDPHQGDFRQYHQWLRQWKDWVXLWVHDFKRQHRIWKHPZKHQHDFKJHWVWKHKRWVHDW"
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7KHFULWHULRQWRVFRUHSHUFHQWWRHQWHUDWRS'8FROOHJH
ZDVFRPLQJIRUVRPHWLPH7KDWGRHVQ¶WPDNHLWOHVVULGLFXORXV
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KH)UHQFKWHUPIDLWDFFRPSOLPHDQVWKDWWKLQJV
KDYHDOUHDG\EHHQGHFLGHGLQDFHUWDLQZD\EHIRUH
WKRVHDIIHFWHGKHDUDERXWLW<RXFDQXVHLWWRWDON
DERXWPDQ\LVVXHVLQWRGD\·VZRUOG,WFRXOGEHXVHG
WRGHVFULEHWKHFRQGLWLRQVIRU7LEHWDQVDQG8LJKXUVLQ
&KLQDRUH[SODLQZK\DFHUWDLQFDVHKDGEHHQGHFLG
HGLQDFHUWDLQPDQQHU%XWULJKWQRZZHDUHXVLQJLW
WRGHVFULEHWKHFXWRIIVIRUDGPLVVLRQLQ/DG\6KULUDP
&ROOHJH /65 LQ'HOKL8QLYHUVLW\ '8 ,WLVQRWQHFHV
VDULO\WKHPRVWFRUUHFWXVDJHRIWKHWHUPEXWDQ\VWX
GHQWZKRKDVHYHUDWWHQGHG'8FRXOGVHHWKLVFRPLQJ
IRU\HDUVQRZ,QWKDWVHQVHLWLVIDLWDFFRPSOL7RWKH
FDVXDORXWVLGHREVHUYHUZKRKDVQHYHUQHHGHGWRZRUU\DERXWFROOHJHDGPLVVLRQVLQ'8
WKLVPLJKWVHHPULGLFXORXVDQGLQGHHGLWLV6RZKDWGRWKHFXWRIIVUHDOO\VD\")RURQH
DEVROXWHSHUIHFWLRQLQH[DPLQDWLRQVVKRXOGQRWEHSRVVLEOHLQQRQPDWKHPDWLFDODQGVFL
HQWLILFVXEMHFWV%XWVWXGHQWVDUHQRZVFRULQJFHQWSHUFHQWLQ(QJOLVKDQG+LQGLDQGJUDGH
LQIODWLRQLVWREODPH3DUWLDOO\WKLVLVEHFDXVHFHUWDLQ6WDWHERDUGVDUHJLYLQJLOORJLFDOPDUNV
WRWKHLUVWXGHQWVVRWKDWWKH\FDQFRUQHUDOOWKHVHDWVDVZDVVHHQLQDWRSFROOHJHIRUWKH
ODVWFRXSOHRI\HDUV
7KHVROXWLRQFOHDUO\OLHVLQDPRUHUHDOLVWLFHYDOXDWLRQPHFKDQLVPLQRXUVFKRROV\V
WHP6RLVLWWLPHWRKDYHDVLQJXODUQDWLRQZLGHVFKRROOHDYLQJH[DPLQDWLRQRQWKHOLQHV
RIWKH1DWLRQDO(OLJLELOLW\&XP(QWUDQFH7HVW 1((7 IRUPHGLFDOVHDWVWKH-RLQW(QWUDQFH
([DPLQDWLRQV -(( IRUHQJLQHHULQJDQGWKH&RPPRQ$SWLWXGH7HVW &$7 IRUEXVLQHVV
VFKRROV",WLVKDUGWRVHHZK\QRWEHFDXVHWKHVHQLRUVHFRQGDU\ERDUGH[DPLQDWLRQV\V
WHPLVEURNHQEH\RQGUHSDLUDQGWKDWKDVDOORZHGVHYHUDOLQWHUQDWLRQDOH[DPLQDWLRQV\V
WHPVWRPDNHLQURDGVLQWR,QGLD:KLOHWKDWVKRXOGEHZHOFRPHGDWDOHYHO,QGLDQHGXFD
WRUVPXVWGUDZDOLQHLQWKHVDQG$QGWKLVLVH[DFWO\ZKDWWKHQHZ1DWLRQDO(GXFDWLRQ
3ROLF\ 1(3 SURSRVHVDVLQJOHH[DPWKDWZLOODOORZJUDGHVWREHEHWWHUFDOLEUDWHGDFURVV
WKHQDWLRQ7KHSUREOHPLVWKDWFHUWDLQ6WDWHVDUHRSSRVLQJWKH1(3IRUWKHVDNHRIRSSRV
LQJDQ\LGHDE\WKLV*RYHUQPHQW%XWWKHVHFXWRIIVVKRXOGEHDZDNHXSFDOOEHFDXVH
QRRQHUHDOO\NQRZVZKDWLVQH[W$QGDVLQJOHQDWLRQDOVFKRROOHDYLQJH[DPOLNHPRVW
RWKHUQDWLRQVKDVWREHFRPHWKHQRUPTXLFNO\7KH6XSUHPH&RXUWKDVGHFLGHGRQFHDQG
IRUDOOLQIDYRXURI1((7DQGWKH-((WKH1(3VKRXOGPDNHWKLVODZIDVW
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ecently, India decided to
join the Djibouti Code
of Conduct/Jeddah
A m e n d m e n t
(DCOC/JA) as an
observer after a high-level meeting held on August 26. This is a
group on maritime affairs, including countries such as Djibouti,
Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar,
Maldives, Seychelles, Somalia,
United Republic of Tanzania and
Yemen, all from the Red Sea, the
Gulf of Aden, the east coast of
Africa and island countries in the
Indian Ocean Region (IOR).
Member nations include South
Africa, Sudan and the United
Arab Emirates. Recently Japan,
Norway, UK and the US have also
been included as observers of
DCOC/JA. So India’s inclusion
would increase its political stake in
these waters and help it use the collective heft with other nations to
tame Chinese expansionist tendencies.
The alliance came into being
in January 2009 under the
International
Maritime
Organisation (IMO). It initially
focussed on piracy and armed robbery against ships in the western
IOR, the Gulf of Aden and the Red
Sea. In 2017, other issues like the
environment, human trafficking
and illegal fishing were added. But
it is the Jeddah Amendment that
is significant. At a high-level meeting of the countries that signed the
DCOC in Jeddah in January 2017,
17 signatory nations agreed to
adopt a revised code of conduct.
They agreed to work closely with
the IMO and other stakeholders to
build national and regional capacities in addressing broader maritime security issues and enabling
the sustainable development of the
maritime sector. And at the same
tim, the code emphasised the
important role of the “blue economy” in supporting sustainable
economic growth, employment,
food security and stability.
The Horn of Africa is of great
strategic importance from a commercial and economic point of
view because it is coveted by
major powers of the world.
Djibouti’s role is most important
here. It may be a small country in
terms of area and population but
enjoys great geo-strategic importance. It commands the narrow
entrance to the Red Sea on the
southern end (from the Gulf of
Aden side) with Egypt on the

R

northern end. Every day millions of oil barrels and other oil
products pass through this
route to different destinations.
Due to its important position,
it hosts military bases of about
nine countries, including the
US, France, Italy and China.
After the 9/11 attacks on the US,
Washington established its
largest permanent base in
Djibouti, named Camp
Lemonier, which houses at least
4,000 military personnel.
China has also expanded its
military cooperation across the
African continent in recent
years as part of its national
defence policy. On July 11,
2017, Beijing sent two warships
across the Indian Ocean to
Djibouti, the main objective of
which was to establish China’s
first overseas permanent military base. Work started formally on August 1, 2017. Djibouti
is at the centre of China’s maritime policy as it is located at the
northwest end of the Indian
Ocean, allowing it to checkmate
India. Its naval base here could
prove to be the pillar of its
oceanic strategy, known as the
“string of pearls” or friendly
islands in the sea route connecting China to West Asia. It is a
crucial link in its ambitious
“maritime Silk Route” plan.
The purpose of this network
is to ensure the safety of China’s
trade routes, its raw materials
and oil-laden ships and the
uninterrupted return of finished
goods to Europe via the Gulf of
Aden. India’s relations with the
Horn of African nations like
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Ethiopia, Somalia, Eritrea,
Sudan and Djibouti have been
friendly since ancient times.
Some historical researchers
believe that economic and cultural relations existed between
the two regions since 538 BC.
All these nations share the
same legacy of colonialism as
well as the struggle for independence; India continued to support their anti-colonial fight
even
after
attaining
Independence in 1947. In the
post-colonial period, India
established the Special
Commonwealth African
Assistance
Programme
(SCAAP) in 1963. Its relations
with the Horn of Africa countries have further strengthened
through the Indian Technical
and Economic Cooperation
(ITEC),
South-South
Cooperation and other international fora. Now it is building on
this historicity to emerge a key
player in the region.
The strategic importance of
the Horn of Africa for India can
only be known from the fact
that President Ramnath Kovind
made his first foreign trip to two
African countries — Djibouti
and Ethiopia. During his visit,
he remarked, “India and
Djibouti have had historical
connections and mutual contacts for a long time. Now we
should try to rediscover this
shared history and identity.
Not only for the old times but
to build a contemporary partnership, it is necessary to make
the utmost effort to revive this
shared heritage of ours. The

potential of marine resources
and engagement with the
Indian Ocean has immense
potential to create a sustainable
future.” The President also said
that “Djibouti is a strategic
country, located near the Gulf
of Aden. For India, it is an
important partner of the Indian
Ocean. In 2015, during the
Yemen crisis, as part of
Operation Relief, at the time of
evacuating citizens and people
from other countries, Djibouti
supported India’s efforts.”
As an observer nation, India
can boost its influence in the
IOR with new diplomatic equations. New Delhi is already
strengthening its position in its
surrounding waters as part of
the Indo-Pacific policy through
Project Mausam, Mission Sagar
and Indian Ocean Rim Group.
It can further increase its strategic footprint through blue economy initiatives. This will enable
us to sustain the use of ocean
resources for economic growth,
create better livelihoods and
jobs and ensure the health of
ocean ecosystems.
On the other hand, Beijing is
increasing its clout through its
claims in the South China Sea
and the East China Sea, the
String of Pearls diplomacy and
Belt & Road Initiatives (BRI).
India can effectively neutralise
it if it consolidates its hold in
this region alongside the Quad
initiative with the US, Japan and
Australia.
(The writer is an Assistant
Professor, Department of African
Studies, Delhi University)
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1^_dXUbVQY\UTQddU]`d
Sir — On October 12, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
announced the payment of cash
in lieu of Leave Travel
Concession (LTC) and C10,000
festival advance to Government
employees to stimulate consumer demand during the festival season and boost the economy. The Government will also
give its employees income taxexempt cash vouchers in lieu of
their entitled travel allowances
this year. However, there is a
catch. The cash will have to be
spent on buying goods that
attract 12 per cent or more GST,
a condition which totally eliminates the possibility of the cash
being spent on food items.
Additionally, the Government
will, as a one-time measure, give
C10,000 salary loans to all its officers and employees as a festival
advance.
The Retailers’ Association of
India (RAI) has welcomed the
Government’s LTC cash voucher scheme stating that it will help
its members recover from the
loss of business caused due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. However,
the expectation to create a consumer demand of about C28,000
crore through this scheme is
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rather far-fetched. This seems to
be just another attempt to strip
the middle class and lure them
to transfer their savings to the
capitalist.
Bhagwan Thadani
Mumbai

CdQdUfcZeTYSYQbi
Sir — It is disconcerting that differences between the executive

2^\\XccTTb0?<2SXaTRc[hP]SSTT\TS\PaZTcbUd]R
cX^]X]Vd]STacWT\CWTUPa\0Rcb\PZT]^\T]cX^]
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PbXSTcWTbd__^ac_aXRTbQPbTS^]R^\_aTWT]bXeTR^bcb
_[db $ _Ta RT]c _a^UXcb Pb aTR^\\T]STS Qh cWT
BfP\X]PcWP]2^\\XbbX^]
7PaXSPbP]APYP]
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and the judiciary have emerged
in Andhra Pradesh. In a first, the
State has lodged a complaint to
the Chief Justice of India (CJI)
alleging that the Supreme Court
judge, Justice NV Ramana, was
interfering in the judicial processes of the High Court. The State
has placed material evidence
before the CJI, highlighting
Justice Ramana’s proximity with
N Chandrababu Naidu and his

interventions to protect the interests of the Telugu Desam Party
(TDP). Chief Minister Jagan
Mohan Reddy, in his letter dated
October 6, has expressed that the
objective of the letter is solely to
inform the Supreme Court about
the acts of a few individual
judges.
The apex court should take the
allegations made by the AP
Government seriously and clear

the air or else it could affect the
faith of the common man in the
judiciary. A touch of pragmatism
is what the judiciary and the
executive need at this juncture as
the very credibility of the judiciary as an institution is at stake. The
CJI should personally look into
the matter and consider initiating steps to ensure that the State
judiciary’s neutrality is maintained.
Yash Pal Ralhan
Jalandhar

3Y^U]QXQ\\`b_d_S_\
Sir — Cinema halls are all set to
re-open across the country.
However, strict measures need to
be taken so that they don’t
become spaces of mass infection.
Six feet distance should be followed outside the auditoria,
common areas and waiting areas
at all times. There should also be
hand sanitisers, preferably in
the touch-free mode, at the entry
and exit points as well as common areas within the premises.
And the use of face masks must
be made mandatory.
Jubel D’Cruz
Mumbai
BT]Shh^daUUTTSQPRZcc^)
[TccTabc^_X^]TTa/V\PX[R^\
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RVWSKRQHDQGKLJKWHFKFRPSDQLHVJOREDOO\DUHLQYHVWLQJLQ
HQYLURQPHQWDO DFFRXQWDELOLW\ )RU LQVWDQFH $SSOH ZKLFK
UHFHQWO\ODXQFKHGLWVQHZUDQJHRISURGXFWVZRXOGEHVKLS
SLQJWKHPZLWKRXWWKHFXVWRPDU\FKDUJHUDQGKHDGSKRQHVEHLQJLQFOXG
HGLQWKHER[7KRXJKWKLVPLJKWSXWRIITXLWHDIHZRILWVFXVWRPHUV
LWLVSDUWRIWKHFRPSDQ\·VFRPPLWPHQWWRUHGXFHFDUERQHPLVVLRQV
DQGUDPSXSWKHXVHRIFOHDQHQHUJ\:LWKRYHUPLOOLRQKHDGSKRQHV
DQGWZRELOOLRQSRZHUDGDSWHUVDOUHDG\RXWWKHUHZLWKWKHFXVWRPHUV
WKHILUPKDVWDNHQDEROGPHDVXUHWRVWRSLQFOXGLQJWKHVDPHLQLWV
UHWDLOSURGXFWSDFNWRFXWGRZQHOHFWURQLFZDVWHJHQHUDWLRQDWVRXUFH
DQGUHGXFHFDUERQHPLVVLRQVZKLFKDUHJHQHUDWHGLQWKHSURFHVVRI
PLQLQJIRUSUHFLRXVHDUWKPDWHULDOV0RUHRYHUGXHWRWKHUHPRYDORI
WKHFKDUJHUDQGKHDGSKRQHV$SSOHKDVEHHQDEOHWRUHGXFHWKHVL]H
RILWVER[HVHQDEOLQJLWWRILWSHUFHQWPRUHER[HVDQGWKHUHIRUH
WUDQVLWLRQWRDPRUHHIIHFWLYHORJLVWLFVWHPSODWH%\WKHFRQVXPHU
WHFKQRORJ\JLDQWDLPVWRDFKLHYHQHW]HURFOLPDWHLPSDFWIURPLWVHQWLUH
EXVLQHVVLQFOXGLQJPDQXIDFWXULQJVXSSO\FKDLQDQGSURGXFWF\FOHV
6DPVXQJWRRLVVHWWLQJXSQHZVWDQGDUGVLQFRQVHUYLQJWKHHQYL
URQPHQWWKURXJKLWV´FLUFXODUUHVRXUFHPDQDJHPHQWV\VWHPµWKDWKLQJHV
RQUHF\FOLQJJUHHQSXUFKDVLQJIURPYHQGRUVDPLGHIIHFWLYHKD]DUGRXV
PDWHULDOPDQDJHPHQW7KHFRPSDQ\LVIRFXVVLQJRQUHGXFLQJJUHHQ
KRXVHJDVHPLVVLRQV *+* HPLVVLRQVWRWKHH[WHQWRISHUFHQWLQ
WKHQHDUIXWXUH$QRWKHUJOREDOWHFKJLDQW1RNLDLVUHGHILQLQJKRZSURG
XFWV EHFRPH PRUH HQYLURQPHQWDOO\ DFFRXQWDEOH ,W FDOOV WKLV
´5HVSRQVLEOH7HFKQRORJ\µDQGKDVJRQHDVWHSIXUWKHUE\MRLQLQJ
RWKHUOLNHPLQGHGFRPSDQLHVWRHQVXUHWKDWWKHVWUDWHJLFYLVLRQIRUWKH
JURXSLVDOLJQHGZLWKUHGXFLQJWKHJOREDOWHPSHUDWXUHVE\&HOVLXV
LQRUGHUWRFROOHFWLYHO\EDWWOHFOLPDWHFKDQJH7KLVLVLQDGGLWLRQWRWKH
DFWLYHLQLWLDWLYHFXUUHQWO\XQGHUZD\WRFRPSOHWHO\UHPRYHVLQJOHXVH
SODVWLFVDFURVVLWVSURGXFWLRQVSHFWUXP
)RUDZRUOGWKDWLVGURZQLQJLQHOHFWURQLFZDVWHHVSHFLDOO\LQFRXQ
WULHVVXFKDV,QGLDZKHUHHZDVWHUHJXODWLRQVDUHDQ\WKLQJEXWHIIHF
WLYHWKHVHILUPVDUHVHWWLQJDEHQFKPDUNLQSURGXFWUHVSRQVLELOLW\DQG
DFFRXQWDELOLW\WRZDUGVWKHHQYLURQPHQW +RZHYHUWKH\VWLOOKDYHDORQJ
ZD\WRJRVLQFHQRWDOOSURGXFWVHQGXSJHWWLQJSHUFHQWUHF\
FOHG7KHGD\WKH\FDQUHFDOOWKHLU´HQGRIOLIHF\FOHSURGXFWµEDFNWR
WKHVWDUWLQJSRLQWIRUUHF\FOLQJLVWKHGD\WKH\FDQFODLPSHUFHQW
HQYLURQPHQWDODFFRXQWDELOLW\+RZHYHUWKHLUHIIRUWVDUHWKRXJKWSUR
YRNLQJDQGPDNHRQHZRQGHUZKHUHGR,QGLDQFRPSDQLHVILJXUHLQ
FRPSDULVRQ"$QGZK\GRQRQHRIWKH,QGLDQPDGHSURGXFWVDFKLHYH
VXFKFRPSUHKHQVLYHHQYLURQPHQWDODFFRXQWDELOLW\"7KHDQVZHUOLHV
LQYLVLRQRUWKHODFNRILW0XFKRIWKHFRUSRUDWHVRFLDODQGHQYLURQ
PHQWDOUHVSRQVLELOLW\LQ,QGLDLVDLPHGDWVDWLVI\LQJ*RYHUQPHQWSUR
WRFROVDQGYHU\OLWWOHDFWXDOO\SHUFRODWHVWRWKHJURXQGOHYHO2QHFDQ
VWLOOVHHWKHLPSDFWFRUSRUDWHYLVLRQKDVRQVRPHVRFLDOSURMHFWEXW
RQHLVKDUGSUHVVHGWRHIIHFWLYHO\ILQGDQHQYLURQPHQWDOSURMHFWWKDW
KDVWKHVWDPSRIDVLQFHUHFRUSRUDWHHIIRUWRQLW
,QGLDQPDQXIDFWXULQJFRPSDQLHVQHHGWREXLOGDPXFKQHHGHG
HQYLURQPHQWDOGLPHQVLRQLQWRWKHLUSURGXFWV7KLVLVQRHDV\WDVNJLYHQ
WKHIDFWWKDWVRPHWLPHVHYHQILQGLQJDIWHUVDOHVVHUYLFHIRUPDQ\SURG
XFWVZHEX\WRGD\FDQSURYHWREHDKDUURZLQJH[SHULHQFH7RJUDG
XDWHIURPWKLVVWDJHWRDOHYHOZKHUHWKHFRPSDQLHVSURGXFHD
SHUFHQWUHF\FODEOHSURGXFWLVDORQJMRXUQH\WKDWQHHGVHQFRXUDJLQJ
SROLFLHVDQGLQFHQWLYHVIURPWKH*RYHUQPHQWDQGZRUOGFODVVFRUSR
UDWHOHDGHUVKLS,QWKLVMRXUQH\LQQRYDWLYHPHWKRGVDQGLGHDVFDQOD\
WKHIRXQGDWLRQIRU,QGLDQFRPSDQLHVWRSURGXFHHQYLURQPHQWDOO\DFFRXQW
DEOHSURGXFWV2QHRIWKHLQLWLDWLYHVWKDWFDQEHSXUVXHGLVWRFUHDWH
DFDWHJRU\RI´JUHHQµHOHFWULFDODQGZKLWHJRRGVZKLFKDUHPDGHRI
SHUFHQWUHF\FODEOHPDWHULDODQGKDYHDFOHDUFXWHQGRIOLIHF\FOH
GLVSRVDOSODQ7KLVFDWHJRU\FDQEHSURPRWHGDQGHQFRXUDJHGE\WKH
*RYHUQPHQWWKURXJKWD[DQGORJLVWLFVVRSVEHVLGHVILQDQFHRSWLRQV
WRPDQXIDFWXUHWKHP2QWKHFRQVXPHUHQGWKH\FDQDOVRFDUU\FRP
SHOOLQJILQDQFHVFKHPHVRUOXFUDWLYHGLVFRXQWV7KHFOHDUHQYLURQPHQ
WDODQGYLDELOLW\UHODWHGEHQHILWVZRXOGVXUHO\GULYHPDQXIDFWXULQJILUPV
WRLQFUHDVHWKHLU´JUHHQSURGXFWµSRUWIROLRDVLWZRXOGDOVRLPSURYH
WKHFRPSDQ\·VLPDJHDQGVWDQGLQJIRUEHLQJHQYLURQPHQWDOO\FRQVFLRXV
6LPLODUO\WKHGULYHWRSURGXFHDWWKHORZHVWFRVWDQGVHOODWWKHPD[
LPXPSURILWLVWKHURRWRIDOOHYLOVEHFDXVHLQWKHSXUVXLWRIGULYLQJGRZQ
FRVWVPDQXIDFWXUHUVGLVUHJDUGDOOHFRORJLFDOFRQFHUQVDQGXVHVXV
SHFWPDWHULDOWKDWLVHQYLURQPHQWDOO\KD]DUGRXV5HF\FOLQJWKHQLVLPSRV
VLEOH7KHUHIRUHWRJLYHFUHGHQFHWRWKHFRQFHSWRI´JUHHQSURGXFWVµ
WKH*RYHUQPHQWPXVWUHLQLQWKHVXSSO\FKDLQDQGWKLUGSDUW\YHQGRUV
IRUZKRPTXDOLW\DVVXUDQFHDQGHQYLURQPHQWDOUHVSRQVLELOLW\DUHDOLHQ
FRQFHSWV6XUSULVHFKHFNVTXDOLW\FRQWURODW*RYHUQPHQWODERUDWRULHV
DQGKDUVKSHQDOWLHVIRUGHIDXOWHUVFDQKHOSLQIXVHDQHZIRXQGUHVSHFW
IRUWKHHQYLURQPHQW3URGXFWVWKDWZHEX\WRGD\FRQWLQXHWRH[LVWORQJ
DIWHUZHGLVSRVHWKHP:KHWKHUWKH\KDUPWKHHQYLURQPHQWRUQRW
GHSHQGVRQKRZHQYLURQPHQWDOO\DFFRXQWDEOHWKHSURGXFHULV
7KHZULWHULVDQHQYLURQPHQWDOMRXUQDOLVW
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ith caste and gender-based crimes in
India on the rise, some really tough questions need to be answered by us all. The
National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) 2019 report
does a wonderful job in showcasing some extremely relevant data for our consideration. India reported 4,05,861 cases of crimes against women. Assam
reported the highest rate of crimes against women
at 117.8 per lakh population and Uttar Pradesh (UP)
topped the list with 59,853 incidents. From 2018, the
rate of crime against women has risen by 7.3 per cent,
with the country recording an average 87 rape cases
every day in 2019. UP had the highest number of
crimes against girl children under the POCSO Act
with 7,444 cases, followed by Maharashtra (6,402)
and Madhya Pradesh (MP) at 6,053. Other registered
cases on the rise were assault, cruelty and outraging the modesty of a woman. On the other hand,
crimes against Scheduled Castes (SCs) and
;0FBBD27
Scheduled Tribes (STs) saw a seven per cent and 26
0B01>;8C8>=>5
per cent rise respectively. Curiously, the report also
38B2A8<8=0C8>=
indicates a consistent decline in conviction rates in
D=34A
caste-related violence in the past three years.
0AC82;4 &>5C74
So, why and how did we land here and where
2>=BC8CDC8>=
are we going? I shall endeavour to declutter this by
B2BC?A4E4=C8>=
a simple process called reverse engineering. Ours has
>50CA>28C84B02C spired, as a consequence, years later, is the
always been a divided society. Caste and gender0=3?A>E8B8>=B institutionalisation of the very same disbased discrimination weren’t a colonial construction
5>A0558A<0C8E4 crimination within our police force. An
in India. It was our own. Our social, economic and
legal institutions were all divided and categorised to
02C8>=70E41H institution becomes defunct if its workmeet vested interests. What the British did was a
0=3;0A64 ing is entirely based on biased and
mere “reinvoking of the Varna system.” This, they
A4<08=43 inequitable means. To command confijustified, was necessary to make sense of the comBH<1>;82C74 dence, trust and respect of the public, the
plexity that existed within the Indian caste system.
2><<>=20DB4 police administration in a democracy
As BR Ambedkar said in his Annihilation of Caste,
be diverse and must acknowledge
A4?>AC>=C74 must
the caste system in India had been historically used
that people from different backgrounds
to perpetuate discrimination in the name of “divi- BC0CDB>5?>;828=6 will bring with them skills, experiences
8=8=380! ( and perspectives that are vastly different
sion of labour” which in fact, according to him, was
A4E40;BB><4 from others. However, the opposite is true
a “division of labourers.”
B7>2:8=6 for India.
Such discrimination gave rise to a social and
behavioural bias, and in the long run, led to the
Laws such as Abolition of
=D<14AB8C
“upward mobility” of the concept of caste. Since this
B7>FB7>FC74 Discrimination under Article 17 of the
concept was used to allocate social roles such as one’s
A4?A4B4=C0C8>= Constitution, SC/ST Prevention of
profession in a hereditary manner, it restricted the
>5B2bBCB>12B Atrocities Act and provisions for
social mobility of those groups who were allotted
0=3F><4=8B Affirmative Action have by and large
lower roles. This led to a lost individual identity of
symbolic. The Common Cause
4GCA4<4;H remained
the members of those groups and instead, in solireport on Status of Policing in India, 2019,
?>>A8=>DA reveals some shocking numbers. It shows
darity, gave rise to a “group identity.” In modern-day
?>;8245>A24B how the representation of SCs, STs, OBCs
India, we know these groups as SCs, STs, Other
A4B4AE43 and women is extremely poor in our police
Backward Classes (OBCs), women and religious
?>B8C8>=B5>A forces. Reserved positions for such personminorities.
A systemic problem: Our police force was also
BD27?4AB>==4; nel have been vacant for years. The States
not immune to this virus. As caste and gender-based
70E4144=E020=C topping the list here are Haryana and UP.
discrimination grew in independent India, privileged
5>AH40AB Furthermore, it shows how such groups
are less likely to be posted at officer-level
upper caste men, who were born, trained and nurranks. They are also more likely to face
tured in a favorable environment, filled the spaces
unequal distribution of work wherein they
in our administration, including but not limited to,
are asked to do their seniors’ chores and
our police force. The problem was further exemplihousehold work.
fied when we inherited the colonial Indian Police
One out of four women police perAct of 1861 and other such laws from British India.
sonnel reported the absence of a sexual
The Act was brought in after the revolt of 1857 and
harassment committee in police stations
the purpose behind enacting it was, as David Arnold
and one out of five reported the absence
says, “to establish control, coercion and surveillance
of separate toilets for policewomen. States
over the Indian subjects.” So, lack of diversity, an
like Bihar, Karnataka and Bengal have the
under-represented administration and a law based
highest levels of institutional bias against
on tyrannical ideologies became a perfect mishmash
women in the forces. The report goes on
for future discriminatory policing in India. This
to state that senior police officers think that
would lay the foundation for perpetration of violence
“women are less hard-working, less effiand creation of an extremely patriarchal institution
cient and should focus on household
that would survive for decades if not centuries.
duties.” Data shows that policewomen are
Institutionalised discrimination: What tran-
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given in-house tasks like maintaining registers, and so on, whereas, male personnel are given on-field investigation, law
and order, policing and patrolling tasks.
This has literally been normalised within the working of our police administration, to an extent that it no more looks like
discrimination. Instead it is seen as routine division of work, based on
natural/biological capabilities.
Shockingly many police personnel
think that Gender-Based Violence (GBV)
complaints are false and motivated. They
also say that members of the transgender
community, Muslims, Dalits and so on, are
more “naturally” prone to committing
crimes. Such institutionalised discrimination against caste and gender reasserts itself
like a vicious cycle. It also assists in exercising a lot more political control on those
who are vulnerable. The way our police
reacts to caste and gender is a mirror
image of the political ideology ruling over
the State. It is a common phenomenon
that majoritarian governments who come
to power based on hyper-nationalism and
by using the rhetoric of religion, tend to
be a lot more misogynist, divisive and religiously intolerant.
Resultantly, constitutional morality
isn’t their source of power. The increasing nature of politicisation of crimes
against women has gained momentum in
the last decade, ever since there has been
a rise in majoritarian politics. The 2019
report shows how police personnel almost
always face political pressure while investigating crimes that have political ramifications. If an honest police officer tries not
to be swayed by such an influence, he is
met with the “Black Sheep Effect.” This is
a process of evaluative upgrading of
“norm-compliant” members and evaluative downgrading of “deviant” ones. So, the
deviant members are usually transferred

to locations where there is less digital and
media penetration so that their honesty
is less of a problem for the State. It is also
seen that there are certain areas where
political control is exercised more effectively with the help of the police. In the
areas where the majority population is
from the Dalit or minority community, the
police infrastructure is in shambles. There
is a greater lack of adequate training, digital accessibility, vehicles and funding provided to the police. In such a situation,
crimes either go unreported or are met
with State-sponsored violence in police
stations.
Creating such systemic barriers, over
a long period of time, for people who have
been historically discriminated against
leads to a situation of internalised oppression. Paulo Freire, a renowned educator,
in his Pedagogy of the Oppressed, says, “The
oppressed, having internalised the image
of the oppressor and adopted his guidelines, are fearful of freedom.” This fear acts
as an incentive for political control.
Control on what is reported, what is not
reported and how reported cases are dealt
with. It is almost like an echo-chamber that
incentivises political oppression.
Expecting that such an institution,
where discrimination and victimisation is
normalised against its own members
and has been historically used as a political sidekick, would do justice by protecting those outside the institution against the
same evil forces, is simply living in an alternate reality. Public outrage has been misplaced in so far as it consistently demands
political reform. The following statement by Ambedkar is of huge significance,
“There is a need for social reform before
political reform and the latter cannot happen without the former.”
(The writer is from the National Law
University, Visakhapatnam)

%HKROGWKH&29,' WKHDWUHRIWKHDEVXUG
:NKLKKJHGIQY[XXU[TJOTMZNKS_ZNYGTJRKMKTJYUTSGTGMOTMZNKVGTJKSOIGRYUHUXJKXYUTZNK]KOXJ

;E>1<
>=:

19C8G1BI1
'>8=

here was a deliberate smashing
of pots; people making a clamour. This may be an illustration
of a population experiencing traumatic shock. It might have been done
in panic but also might have been
done to somehow disturb and clear
the air,” Hays wrote about a supposed
act of an angry God when he
described the plague in his book
Epidemics and Pandemics: Their
Impact on Human History. But he
could have been writing about us in
the present day and our initial
attempts to keep away a disease that
has yet not been properly understood.
“The mask is a tool to make us
weak.” Our attention turned towards
the driver as he detailed the complex

T

inter-relationship between carbon
dioxide (CO2) and the mask. His
logic was, as we exhale CO2, the
mask forces us to inhale it back,
thereby weakening our body’s
immune system. This was a novel
conspiracy theory in a world filled
with absurd theories about the pandemic.
Over ten months into the outbreak, the inventory of rumours
related to the contagion has managed
to transcend boundaries. Creative
and inane, such stories multiply as
the pandemic refuses to release its
grip. While in the early days, most
conversations veered around the
potency of the virus and the multitude of ways to cure oneself of this
dreaded pandemic, they now tend to
dismiss the disease as “just another
flu.” The apparent casualness flies in
the face of conventional analysis as
awareness about the disease is
immense and Indians who lived
through the difficult times of the
lockdown are cognisant of its lifethreatening effects.
However, the current predilection of not wearing masks also
comes associated with the sense of

fatality and fatigue, having undergone painful job losses and social
stigma for the past few months.
Varying from, “It is all God’s will” to
“Nothing will happen to me” to “We
have all caught the disease” to “God
cannot kill all the poor” to “If it happens, it happens” to “We don’t have
money to buy a mask” and a multitude of other reasons, the almost universal lack of interest in wearing a
face cover hides an important detail
about our social lives. People have
been hit hard by the economic
impact of the crisis and most have no
other option but to step out. They
cannot stay in and worry about wearing a mask or maintaining social distancing. They are more concerned
about filling their stomachs and
meeting their financial needs.
In many ways, the fear of the
pandemic, coupled with the spread
of fake news in this era of social
media and messaging platforms,
have led to revisionist theories that
at once declare the impact of the
Coronavirus a hoax while also pandering to the fear of its supposed
effects.
With millions falling prey, there

is an outcry that this generation is
paying for its sins. However, William
Dunbar said it best when he wrote
that, “The fear of death disturbs me”
in the Lament for the Makers, suggesting perhaps that the human race
has faced such threats throughout
history. And those dark moments
were unique as humanity did not
have an answer then just as it doesn’t have one now. People in those
dark days were prone to succumbing
to fear as the rise of a disease, cutting through society without any discrimination, results in helplessness
among the rich and the poor alike.
This causal relationship between
disease and sin is seen also in Greek
literary texts, such as Homer’s Iliad
and Sophocles’ Oedipus the King.
Iliad opens with a plague visited
upon the Greek camp at Troy to punish them for Agamemnon’s enslavement of Chryseis.
Humankind has time and again
let this fear turn into panic, overwhelming all traces of rationality.
This facilitates easier propagation of
fake news in the community. The
feedback surrounding the myths
and legends over managing COVID

also borders on the absurd. Just as the
CO2 theory propounded by the driver, more such theories abound in
the markets of Bengaluru, Chennai,
Pune and Delhi, ranging from guzzling copious amounts of alcohol, to
being safe in one’s locality, to stopping the consumption of fruits as
they are known to carry the virus.
The list is endless, and each country,
State, city and locality has added a
twist to these stories. The challenge
for people working in the frontline
is to sift through the rumours and
convey basic truths about the pandemic and its causes.
However, as we see more complacency creep in, it would do good
to understand the underlying fear
and weariness that communities are
suffering from. For the moment, they
face a gun-shaped thermal scanner,
an oximeter and endless surveys that
have fatigued them. Then there is the
unfortunate spread of stigma of an
uncommon but not unmanageable
disease and the mishandling of dissemination in this very real public
health crisis.
The need of the hour is to
aggressively push for an overarching

campaign that involves all stakeholders and myriad activities such as
posters, stickers, banners, wall paintings, murals, street theatre, songs,
tableaus, announcement from religious places, radio campaigns, television ads and as many creative outlets as possible.
As we learn from this crisis, it
will bode well to recall that literature
has been humanity’s constant companion though long periods of
uncertainty. And often, when a pandemic hit humankind, there was not
much that could be done then as it
is now.
The only effective measure back
then was what is known today as
social distancing and quarantine of
the sick which, according to
Procopius, the principal Byzantine
historian, was done voluntarily by
individuals. In this current age, we
can strive to be a step ahead, promote
social distancing, wear masks and
ensure better hygiene in a manner
that was not possible in ancient
times.
(Sharma is a faculty at Azim
Premji University and Bhaskar is an
independent researcher)
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quity indices defied gravity for the tenth session on
E
the trot on Wednesday as a fagend rally in banking and financial counters helped offset profit-booking in IT stocks.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
opened on a weak note but
gained ground in the last hour
of trade to finish at 40,794.74,
up 169.23 points or 0.42 per
cent. Similarly, the broader
NSE Nifty rose 36.55 points or
0.31 per cent to 11,971.05.
Bajaj Finserv led the Sensex
gainers chart, spurting 3.87
per cent, followed by Bajaj

Finance, ICICI Bank, IndusInd
Bank, SBI, Tata Steel, Axis
Bank, L&T and HDFC.
On the other hand, NTPC,
ONGC, PowerGrid, Tech
Mahindra, Infosys, ITC and
HCL Tech were among the
major laggards, dropping up to
4.35 per cent.
Announcing its results
post market hours, Infosys said
its consolidated net profit grew
by 20.5 per cent to Rs 4,845
crore for the September quarter, while it has raised revenue
forecast to 2-3 per cent for
FY21.
“Initially, the benchmark
indices opened in red on the
back of unsupportive global
cues. Besides, the news of IMF
lowering its growth forecast for
India for the second time in

four months was also weighing
on the sentiment.
However, a sudden surge
mainly in the banking and
financial counters changed the
tone and helped Nifty to pare
all its losses and close near
11,970 levels. On the flip side,
IT, oil and gas and power traded subdued.
“The rebound is on the
expected lines and we expect
further
surge
ahead.
Participants should keep a
close watch on earnings
announcements as well as global markets for cues. We reiterate our view to maintain extra
caution in the selection of
trades due to limited participation and prevailing volatility,” said Ajit Mishra, VP Research, Religare Broking.

ndia’s public debt ratio, which
remarkably remained stable at
around 70 per cent of the GDP since
1991, is projected to jump by 17 percentage points to nearly 90 per cent
because of increase in public spending
due to COVID-19, the IMF said on
Wednesday.
“In our projections, the increase in
public spending, in response to
COVID-19, and the fall in tax revenues
and economic activity, will make public debt jump up by 17 percentage
points to almost 90 per cent of GDP,”
Vitor Gaspar, Director of the IMF’s
Fiscal Affairs Department told PTI.
“Going forward it is projected to
stabilise in 2021, before slowly declining up to the end of the projection period, in 2025.
Broadly speaking the pattern of
public debt in India is close to the norm
around the world,” he said.
According to Gaspar, India’s public debt ratio has been remarkably sta-

ble since 1991. It is interesting to note
that the debt ratio has been stable at
around 70 per cent of GDP over the
past decade, he said.
Responding to a question about his
assessment of the fiscal situation of
India, Gasper said India has been an
important source of growth in the
world since the 1991 economic liberalisation reforms.
Real GDP growth averaged 6.5 per
cent between 1991 to 2019, and real
GDP per capita was multiplied by four
over that period. This impressive
growth performance helped lift millions of people out of extreme poverty, he said.
The extreme poverty rate, measured as the proportion of people
whose income is less than USD 1.90 a
day at purchasing power parity (the
international poverty line), fell from 45
per cent in 1993 to 13 per cent by 2015
(date of the latest full extrapolation by
the World Bank available – last full
evaluation, based on household surveys, goes back to 2011), he said.

ith the gradual lifting of lockdown
restrictions, housing demand in
W
the July-September quarter improved
and the sale of residential properties
increased by around 38 per cent during
the period in Delhi-National Capital
Region, according to a JLL report.
A total of 3,112 housing units were
sold during the period under review,
compared to 2,250 units sold in the
April-June quarter.
As per the report, most of this traction was witnessed in Noida, which contributed nearly 48 per cent to the overall sales, as it caters to all price segments.
Noida was followed by Ghaziabad constituting 31 per cent of the sales and it
mainly caters to the mid and affordable
segments. Gurugram accounted for
nearly one-fifth of the overall sales during this quarter.
“The quarter saw a preference for
ready-to-move-in projects by reputed
developers. The affordable and mid segment projects garnered more interest

from the homebuyers as compared to
high-end and luxury projects,” it said.
The emerging corridors of suburban markets such as Noida-Greater
Noida Expressway, Golf Course
Extension Road and Dwarka
Expressway in Gurugram continue to
drive sales on the back of expected augmentation in physical and social infrastructure in these markets.
Given the current business environment, developers exercised restraint
and caution in launching new projects,
JLL said. Three projects were launched
during the third quarter in the region,
two in Gurugram and one in Noida.
“While the launches were in highend and upper mid segments in
Gurugram, the project in Noida catered
to the mid segment buyers,” the report
said. Real estate developers continue to
focus on offloading the existing unsold
inventory and completing the projects
under construction. Prices remained
range-bound across most of the submarkets within Delhi-NCR during the
quarter.
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ou s i ng an d Ur b an
Affairs Secretary Durga
H
S h an ke r
Mi s h r a
on
Wednesday asked states to
reduce stamp duty on registration of properties as it will
help reduce the overall real
estate cost and boost housing
sales. Addressing a webinar
organised by CREDAI in

collaboration with Nangia
Andersen India, Mishra said
the government has taken
various measures in the past
six years for revival of this
sector such as enactment of
realty law RERA.
The finance ministry as
well as the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) have taken several steps during the lockdown to address the concern
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of the real estate sector, he
added.
“Measures taken during
the past six years and also
during the lockdown have
started showing results,”
Mishra said.
The secretary noted that
the property registrations in
Mumbai, Maharashtra, have
improved and are back to
pre-COVID-19 level.
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25.6
213.1
7
3,150.00
91.7
159.15
4.05
248
6.25
373.3
7.85
424
8.45
1,551.50
29.65
2,326.00
41.1
1,300.00
22.1
85.95
1.45
1,156.00
17.7
41.9
0.6
3,280.00
30.25
28.1
0.25
79.95
0.7
517.25
3
2,700.15
14.75
365.5
1.9
2,407.20
6.9
1,235.00
2.75
1,485.00
2
972
1.25
1,979.95
2.5
1,453.95
1.15
121.9
0
809.25
-0.8
606.5
-1.5
10,099.00
-28.55
428.45
-1.65
699
-3.05
318.95
-1.65
12,095.00
-64.25
295
-1.7
523.15
-3.25
168.75
-1.65
446.1
-5.4
110.5
-1.4
16,020.70
-232.5
361.95
-5.4
1,344.70
-20.65
1,037.25
-17.95
2,760.45
-53.35
698.8
-15.9
210.35
-5.25

they can come up with such
move which will help reduce
cost,” Mishra said.
The secretary said the
real estate is one of the most
important components of
the Indian economy having
immense contribution in the
country’s gross domestic
product (GDP) and employm e nt ge n M i s h r a a s ke d
builders to utilise this pan-

demic time to retrospect
an d s e e h ow t h e y c an
reduce cost and adopt innovative technologies for sust ai n abl e an d i n c lu s ive
development. He asked realtors to participate in the
g ov e r n m e nt’s
n e w ly
l au n ch e d
A f ford abl e
Rental Housing Complexes
(ARHC) scheme for migrant
workers.

he Reserve Bank of India on
Wednesday launched the
T
latest round of its quarterly
Order Books, Inventories and
Capacity Utilisation Survey
(OBICUS) of the manufacturing
sector which will provide valuable inputs for monetary policy
formulation.
“The survey
(Round 51) is for the reference

period July-September 2020
(Q2:2020-21),” the central bank
said in a statement. The information collected in the survey
includes quantitative data on
new orders received during the
reference quarter, backlog of
orders at the beginning of the
quarter, pending orders at the
end of the quarter, and total
inventories with a breakup
between work-in-progress and
finished goods inventories.
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ACC
HDFCAMC
PEL
PFC
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He said the Maharashtra
government has taken a
good decision to reduce the
s t amp dut y, an d m any
builders have decided to
absorb the balance to incentivise the homebuyers.
“We have also written to
all the states. I am also following up with different
principal secretaries and secretaries of the states to see if
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Washington: China and the far
left are “desperate” for Joe
Biden’s win as the Democratic
presidential candidate will “surrender” jobs to China,
President Donald Trump said
as he returned to the battleground State of Pennsylvania
after being treated for COVID19.
In his first political rally in
Pennsylvania, which sends 20
electoral college votes, after he
was tested positive for COVID19, Trump on Tuesday hit hard
at his political opponent, alleging that the former vice president is known for “surrender”.
“Biden will eliminate tariffs
on China. He’s already said he’s
going to take the tariffs off
China. There goes your steel
industry. There goes your aluminum industry. There goes
everything. Allowing them to
plunder without consequence,”
he said, addressing thousands
of his supporters in Johnstown,
Pennsylvania.
“The one constant in
Biden’s platform is surrender.

He surrenders. He surrenders,
whether it’s China, whether it’s
Cuba. How about Cuba? How
about the deal they made with
Cuba? How bad was that one?
I ended it,” he said.
“That’s why both China
and the far left are desperate for
a Biden win because he will
surrender our jobs to China.
China will own the US if that
sleepy guy gets the position,
okay,” Trump said.
Tump said that over the
next four years, he will make
America into the manufacturing superpower of the world.
“And we’ll end our reliance
on China once and for all.
That’s already happening. We’ll
hire more police, increased
penalties for assault on law
enforcement, and we will ban
deadly sanctuary cities that
people don’t want,” he said.
“Unlike ‘sleepy’ Joe Biden,
I will never abandon our
nation, and I would never
abandon its values. My goal is
not to make friends in the DC
swamp. My goal is to fight for

7UXPS%LGHQWRKROG
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had also been designed as a
town hall where the two candidates would have fielded
questions from voters, but
this was upended after Trump
contracted the coronavirus.
Debate organizers said
they wanted to switch the format to a virtual appearance,
for safety reasons, and Trump
refused, forcing cancellation of
the event.
NBC
News
said
Wednesday it had received a
statement from the clinical
director at the National
Institutes of Health and lead
infectious diseases expert
Anthony Fauci that they had
“a high degree of confidence”
that Trump is now “not shedding infectious virus.” AFP

Washington: President
Donald Trump will feature in
a televised town hall Thursday
on NBC News, the network
said, setting up a direct scheduling clash with rival Joe Biden
who had already planned his
own version.
The two were originally
meant to have been meeting
for their second debate on
Thursday evening. Instead,
they will be simultaneously,
but separately, talking to voters in TV studios -- NBC for
Trump and ABC for Biden.
Trump will be in Miami,
the network said, while Biden,
who had already booked his
appearance last week, will be
in Philadelphia.
Their scheduled debate

you and fight for your family,”
said the president amidst
applause from thousands of his
supporters who came to listen
him at a local airport, ignoring
the social distancing restrictions of COVID-19.
Trump, 74, said while in
2017, he signed a historic executive order making it official
government policy to buy
American and hire American,
his opponent has put forward
a radical plan to eliminate US
borders by implementing catch
and release programmes that
he ended.
“Do you know what catch
and release is? You catch a murderer, you catch a rapist coming across our border, and you
release him. Catch, you catch
him and release him. And you
say, I’m sorry, three years from
now, please come back for a
court case. Nobody comes
back,” he said.
“Imposing deadly sanctuary cities and suspending all
removals. They don’t want any
removals. This is what Biden
agreed to with crazy Bernie
Sanders.
“When you have people
that are in this country illegally, even if they’re murderers, if
they’re rapists, no matter what
they are, you can’t remove
them. We’ve removed tens of
thousands of people, including
MS-13,” he said.
PTI

wo Afghan army helicopters collided while
T
transporting wounded soldiers
in the southern Helmand
province, killing nine Afghan
service members, the country’s
Defense Ministry and local
officials said Wednesday.
The two Soviet-era Mi-17
helicopters crashed due to technical problems while taking off
in Nawa district, the Afghan

Defense Ministry statement
said.
The nine dead were all
Afghan crew and soldiers who
had been on board the aircraft.
Omer Zwak, a spokesman
for Helmand’s provincial governor, said the helicopters were
carrying wounded soldiers
when they crashed late
Tuesday.
He said that over the past
week, Taliban fighters have
launched coordinated attacks
in different parts of Helmand

Washington: US Supreme
Court nominee Amy Coney
Barrett insisted Tuesday that she
had no fixed views on hot-button legal issues as Democrats
painted her as President Donald
Trump’s vehicle to end abortion
rights and kill the popular
Obamacare health program.
In the second day of hearings on her hurried nomination,
Barrett, who if approved will tilt
the high court decisively to the
right, told lawmakers she would
put personal and religious
beliefs aside when deciding
landmark cases.
But the 48-year-old judge
and devout Catholic could not
escape accusations from
Democrats on the Senate
Judiciary Committee that she
was chosen to achieve Trump’s
dream to nullify the Affordable
Care Act of predecessor Barack
Obama, which extended cheap
health care to millions of uninsured Americans.
Likewise, Democrats said
she was also picked to lead the
court to overturn the landmark 1973 Roe v. Wade decision, which guarantees abortion
rights.
“President Trump promised
to name a Supreme Court
Justice ... who would tear down
the Affordable Care Act,”
Kamala Harris, the Democratic

candidate for vice president, said
to Barrett.
The ACA’s benefits, she
said, “hinge on this seat and the
outcome of this hearing.”
But after more than nine
hours of questioning, Barrett
held her ground.
“I made no promises to
anyone. I don’t have any agenda,” she insisted.
“Judges can’t just wake up
one day and say ‘I have an agenda. I like guns, I hate guns, I like
abortion, I hate abortion,’ and
walk in like a royal queen and
impose their will on the world,”
Barrett said.
“It’s not the law of Amy, it’s
the law of the American people.”
After liberal icon Ruth
Bader Ginsburg’s death last
month left the nine-member
court with a vacancy, Trump has
rushed to fill it at the height of
his presidential election battle
against Democrat Joe Biden.
A respected Notre Dame
law professor but with only
three years as an appeals court
judge, Barrett is supported by
conservatives for her personal
opposition to abortion.
Her confirmation by the
Republican-controlled committee after two more days of
hearings, and by the full Senate
before the end of October,
remained near-certain. AFP

8JDQGDSROLFHUDLGRIILFHVRI
SUHVLGHQWLDOKRSHIXO%REL:LQH
Kampala: Armed police on
Wednesday “besieged” the campaign headquarters of Bobi
Wine, a pop star and politician
who is seeking Uganda’s presidency in elections set for 2021,
an opposition figure said.
Police confiscated items
such as security cameras and
supplies of red berets that are
symbols of Wine’s popular campaign, David Lewis Rubongoya,
an official with Wine’s party
who is at the scene in the
Ugandan capital, Kampala, told
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province, which have intensified in recent days.
Three local officials in
Helmand province said the
helicopters were deploying
Afghan commandos to repel
a Taliban attack in Nawa district, and were evacuating
wounded soldiers on their
return flight. The Afghan officials spoke on condition of
anonymity because they were
not authorized to speak to the
media about military activities.

The Associated Press.
“They have taken away
everything,” he said.
Wine, a legislator whose
real name is Kyagulanyi
Ssentamu, was meeting with
other leaders of his National
Unity Platform party when the
police swooped in and cordoned off the area, he said.
Wine and other party officials have not been arrested, he
said. But in a Twitter post Wine
reported that “comrades had
been injured” after police “raid-

ed” his headquarters and seized
documents and other items.
A police spokesman did not
immediately respond to questions, but authorities frequently accuse Wine and others in the
opposition of disobeying orders
aimed at protecting public
peace.
Wine, who has been arrested many times in recent years,
has captured the imagination of
many Ugandans with his persistent calls for President Yoweri
Museveni to retire.
AP

Islamabad: Pakistan’s military on Wednesday said a soldier was killed and another
wounded in the country’s
northwest by fire from across
the Afghan border, a sign of
increasing violence in an area
that until recent years served
as a base for Pakistani and foreign militants.
The attack hit a border
security post in Bajur district,
a former tribal region of
Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa
province. The military statement said the shooting came

from the Afghan side of the
frontier, and did not speculate
on who was behind the attack.
Similar cross-border
attacks in Bajur district killed
two Pakistani soldiers in
July and September, respectively.
Pakistan’s border areas
served as a base for the
Pakistani Taliban and other
militants until a few years
ago, when the army said it
cleared the region of insurgents, but occasional attacks
have continued.
AP

Beijing: Chinese President Xi
Jinping has visited the headquarters of the Marine Corps,
a new force being developed by
the Chinese military to back up
its navy’s manifold expansion
with overseas logistics bases,
and asked it to turn into an integrated, capable, flexible and
fast-responding elite force.
Xi, who is Chairman of the
Central Military Commission
(CMC) - the overall high command of the military, besides
being the President and the
General Secretary of the ruling
Communist Party, on Tuesday
inspected the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) Navy
Marine Corps in Chaozhou,
south China’s Guangdong
Province, official media here
reported.
This was Xi’s first visit to

the headquarters of the Marine
Corps, which was overhauled in
2017 and became part of the
PLA Navy during the military
reform launched by him in
2015, state-run China Daily
reported on Wednesday.
Under the reform, the PLA
slashed three lakh troops from
the army and focussed expansion on navy and the air force
as part of China’s efforts to
enhance its global influence.
In 2017, the Hong Kongbased South China Morning
Post reported that China plans
to increase the size of its marine
corps from 20,000 to one lakh
personnel for overseas deployment including Gwadar port in
Pakistan and military logistics
base in Djibouti in the Indian
Ocean.
The expansion is planned
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Yangon: Three election candidates from Myanmar’s ruling
National League for Democracy
party were abducted Wednesday
by an unknown armed group in
the western state of Rakhine, a
party official said.
Min Aung, a member of the
Rakhine state parliament, Ni Ni
May Myint, a lower house member of the national parliament,
and Chit Chit Chaw, a candidate
running for the national upper
house, were abducted during a
campaign trip to villages in
Taungup township, NLD party
official Monywa Aung Shin
said. Elections are scheduled for
Nov. 8.
“We don’t know exactly
which armed group abducted
them. But it’s likely to be one
group but I can’t confirm it for
now,” Monywa Aung Shin said
by phone.
Myo Nyunt, an NLD party
spokesman, also said the party
could not confirm who the kid-

nappers were.
Since 2018, Rakhine state
has been embroiled in a bitter
armed struggle between the
government and the Arakan
Army, which seeks self-determination for the region’s
Rakhine ethnic minority.
Myanmar has more than a
dozen minorities seeking some
kind of autonomy, but the welltrained and well-armed Arakan
Army is considered to pose the
greatest military threat. Human
rights groups have accused government forces of abuses against
civilians in their fight against the
Arakan Army, which has also
been accused of abuses.
While no one has claimed
responsibility for the abductions, the Arakan Army has
gained notoriety for capturing
officials and other civilians
and exploiting their victims for
propaganda purposes by
showing videos of them on
social media.
AP

to protect China’s maritime
lifelines and its growing interests overseas, the report said.
In his interaction with the
Marine Corps commanders,
Xi asked them to concentrate
on fostering their troops’ combat preparedness and stay on
high alert.
More realistic battle training must be carried out to
enhance skills and more efforts
should be made to innovate in
terms of combat theories, training methods and task planning,
he said.
He stressed that the Marine
Corps is an elite amphibious
fighting force that shoulders significant responsibilities in safeguarding national sovereignty
and territorial integrity as well
as China’s maritime rights and
overseas interests.
PTI
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Moscow: Russian authorities
have reported a record 14,000
new coronavirus cases , the latest daily spike in infections.
Russia, which has the
world’s fourth-largest confirmed
coronavirus caseload of more
than 1.3 million, has been
reporting over 10,000 new cases
for 11 straight days, The 14,231
new infections on Wednesday is
the highest number since the
beginning of the pandemic.
Most of the virus restrictions in the county have been
lifted over the summer. Despite
the rapid resurgence of the outbreak, Russian authorities have
dismissed suggestions of a second national lockdown.
In Moscow, which has been
reporting over 4,000 new cases
every day since Saturday, officials recommended that the
elderly to self-isolate at home
and ordered employers to have
30 per cent of their staff work
from home.
AP
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Melbourne: The Great Barrier Reef in Australia,
which is the largest reef system in the world, has
lost more than half of its coral population in the
past three decades, according to a new study.
The research, published in the journal
Proceedings of the Royal Society B, assessed
coral communities and their colony size along
the length of the Great Barrier Reef between
1995 and 2017, and found that small, medium,
and large corals have all declined in the period.
“We measured changes in colony sizes
because population studies are important for
understanding demography and the corals’
capacity to breed,” said Andy Dietzel, a co-author
of the study from the ARC Centre of Excellence
for Coral Reef Studies (CoralCoE) in Australia.
“We found the number of small, medium

and large corals on the Great Barrier Reef has
declined by more than 50 per cent since the
1990s,” said Terry Hughes, another co-author of
the study from CoralCoE.
According to the study, the decline occurred
in both shallow and deeper water, and across virtually all species — but especially in branching
and table-shaped corals.
“These were the worst affected by recordbreaking temperatures that triggered mass
bleaching in 2016 and 2017,” Hughes said.
Since the reefs are underwater ecosystems
home to several interdependent species, the scientists said the loss of these corals means a loss
of habitat, which in turn diminish fish abundance and the productivity of coral reef fisheries.
PTI

@=+: B /
50A<4ABF0;:>DC
>56>EC<44C

Farmers’ leaders who had come in a
bus, were mostly senior citizens but had
not even worn face masks despite the
Covid-19 pandemic.
Farmers have blocked roads and railway tracks since September 24 in a protest
against legislations they fear could pave the
way for the Government to stop buying
cereals at guaranteed prices (minimum
support prices or MSP), leaving them vulnerable to exploitation by private players.
The farmers’ organisations had decided on
Tuesday to hold talks with the Centre.
Meanwhile, the Central Ministers are
reaching out farmers, scientists and agri
professionals in Congress-ruled Punjab to
clear misgivings about new farm laws.
Eight Union Ministers including
Hardeep Singh Puri have been deputed to
hold virtual rallies over eight days from
October 13 onwards to “address apprehensions” of farmers in Punjab.
Union Minister of State for Agriculture
Kailash Choudhary held a virtual meeting on Wednesday with farmers of Sangrur
and Barnala districts.

Congress,” he said. In 1980, Pandey won
the Bihar Vidhan Sabha election as an
independent candidate and then won the
1984 Parliamentary elections from
Gopalganj in the State. “This is my old
home and I am happy to be back to my old
home,” he said. Bihar Congress chief
Madan Mohan Jha and AICC Secretary for
Congress in Bihar Devendra Yadav welcomed the leaders into the party fold.
As the election campaign begins in the
poll bound Bihar, the State Congress unit
has expressed their eagerness that party
leader Rahul Gandhi address as many poll
rallies across the State.
Party sources said that the RJD too has
reached out to Rahul proposing that he
address a couple of joint rallies with the
Grand Alliance face Tejashwi Yadav.
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The elections in Bihar will be held in
three phases on October 28, Nov 3 and Nov
7 for the 243-seat assembly. In the first phase
71 constituencies, second phase 94 constituencies and in the third and last phase 78
Assembly constituencies would go to poll.
With voting for the first phase only two
weeks away, the BJP is speeding up with the
selection of candidates for the rest of the
assembly segments, releasing names of 35
candidates on Wednesday.

In March, before the country went into
a lockdown, the country had a manufacturing capacity of around 6,400 metric
tonne of oxygen per day, of which around
1,000 metric tonne was being used for
medical purposes daily while the rest was
utilised by industries, said the officials.
“Industries have opened up following
unlock procedures and as on September
30, the country’s daily capacity of oxygen
production is around 7,000 metric tonne,
of which around 3,094 metric tonne is
being used for both COVID and nonCOVID patients and is just enough to meet
the demands,” they added.
“So this one lakh metric tonne of liquid oxygen which is being planned to be
procured from foreign countries would
create a one month buffer in case demand
rises further during the winter season,” the
source explained.
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“I feel honoured to have joined the

The Centre recently told the apex court

that going any further than the fiscal policy decisions already taken, such as waiver of compound interest charged on loans
of up to Rs 2 crore for six months moratorium period, may be “detrimental” to the
overall economic scenario, the national
economy and banks may not take
“inevitable financial constraints”.
The top court is hearing a batch of
petitions which have raised issues concerning the six-month loan moratorium
period announced due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
The bench, also comprising Justices R
S Reddy and M R Shah, said when authorities have decided something then it has
to be implemented.
“The government has taken a welcome
decision taking note of the plight of common man. But you have not issued any
order to anybody.
You have simply given us the affidavit,”
the bench told Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta.
“We are now concerned about how
waiver benefit will be given,” the bench
said, adding, “We are only asking whether
the loan interest waiver has percolated or
not”.
During the hearing conducted through
video-conferencing, Mehta told the bench
that the Centre has taken an “informed
decision” and has taken a “huge burden”.
“When Central Government says on
an affidavit that it will be implemented
then there should not be any apprehensions,” Mehta said. “There is diversity in
lending and different modalities are
required to be followed.”
He said banks would waive interest on
interest and then will be compensated by
the government and calculation will have
different modalities.
“We are telling you that it is a welcome
decision but they want some concrete
things,” the bench observed, adding, “we
welcome the decision of the Centre, only

thing it should be translated practically”.
The bench said the Centre may take
steps to implement its decisions referred
to in the affidavits filed in the court.
Senior advocate Harish Salve, appearing for banks association, told the bench
that banks would implement whatever
decision have been taken by the government.
Senior lawyer Rajeev Dutta, appearing
for one of the petitioners, said the banks
are capitalizing by taking interest on
interest on existing loans.
“We are small people with small loans
(less than Rs 2 crore). They should not
compound the interest in these cases,”
Dutta said. To this, the bench said it has
already ordered that banks cannot declare
NPAs. “We have already passed an order
prohibiting classification of NPA’s and
without a fiscal policy, proposals cannot
be altered,” it said, while asking the Centre
and banks association as to when the benefits would be implemented.
“For these modalities you require
one-month time,” the bench asked.
Salve said, “The complexity is such, it
requires time”. The bench, however, said
that the decisions taken by the authorities
should be implemented now.
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The movie screenings will begin from
Friday, October 16, and tickets will go live
on their website as well as other ticketing platforms from midnight.
Like the others in the business, INOX
Leisure Ltd said it has introduced security
checks like mandatory masks and temperature checks besides staggered entries, intermissions and exits. The theatre chain will
completely rely on e-tickets instead of paper
tickets and an all-in-one SMS with links for
the QR code, auditoriums seat chart and
access to F&B menu.
“We are also looking to innovate with

private screenings, where families or smaller groups of guests can book the entire auditorium and enjoy the content of their
choice,” its CEO Alok Tandon said in a statement.
Cinemas have to deal with the double
whammy of Covid fears and old content and
have their fingers crossed as they prepare to
rollout a different kind of movie going experience.
As theatres managements scrupulously sanitise their premises in preparation for
the big day and hope for audiences to warily trickle back in, the fare is likely to be a
mix of international, Hindi and regional language cinema but basically old titles. It will
take a while before new content returns. The
release of two major Bollywood movies -“83”, about India’s cricket world cup victory, and “Sooryavanshi” starring Akshay
Kumar -- has been pushed to Christmas and
next year, respectively. So, if PVR will screen
earlier hits such as Keanu Reeves’ “John Wick
3”, Ajay Devgn’s “Tanhaji” and Tapsee Pannu
starrer “Thappad”, Bihar-based exhibitor
Vishek Chauhan, who runs the Roopbani
Cinema in Purnea will play Rajput-starrer
“Chhichhore”.
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Pakistan, China, Russia and Cuba to
the agency tasked with defending human
rights.
“The election of China, Russia, and
Cuba to the UN Human Rights Council
validates the US decision to withdraw from
the Council in 2018 and use other venues
to protect and promote universal human
rights.? At #UNGA this year, we did just
that,” Pompeo tweeted.
In a secret-ballot voting in the 193member UN General Assembly on
Tuesday, Pakistan secured 169 votes,

Uzbekistan received 164, Nepal 150 and
China 139. Saudi Arabia lost the race with
just 90 votes. “US commitment to human
rights is far more than just words. We have
identified and punished human rights
abusers in Xinjiang, Myanmar, Iran, and
elsewhere, and call for all nations to take
this moment to recommit to the #UDHR,”
Pompeo said in another tweet.
“The bad news: governments just
elected China to the UN Human Rights
Council despite its severe repression in
Xinjiang, Tibet, and Hong
Kong. The good news: the number of
governments voting for it declined from
180 last time to 139 now. The fear is melting,” Human Rights Watch executive
director Kenneth Roth tweeted after the
vote.
Pakistan is currently serving on the
HRC since January 1, 2018. With its reelection, the country will continue as a
member for another three-year term
commencing on January 1, 2021.
Under the Human Rights Council’s
rules, seats are allocated to regions to
ensure geographical representation.
Except for the Asia-Pacific contest, the
election of 15 members to the 47-member
Human Rights Council was all but decided in advance because all the other regional groups had uncontested slates. To be
elected, a country needed to obtain the
required majority of 97 votes.
Since the HRC’s establishment in
2006, this is the fifth time that Pakistan has
been elected to the United Nations’ human
rights agency. Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan said he was pleased with his
country’s re-election to UN Human Rights
Council for another 3-yr term.
“We remain committed to upholding
human rights for all, prioritizing advancement of tolerance and constructive engagement. We stand resolute against
Islamophobia and in support of mutual
respect,” Khan said.

) )

;D2:=>FkC7DAB30H k>2C>14A $!!

2>28:42=>:I

#(     
1H 8
0Rc^a:0=60=0A0=0DC _dc^]
!ZX[^bU^aWTaa^[TPb[PcTCP\X[
_^[XcXRXP]99PhP[P[XcWPPX]cWT
QX^_XRCWP[PXeXP]SXb]^f
f^aZX]VPcaTcda]X]Vc^WTaTPa[XTa
bXiTPVX[Xch\TcPQ^[Xb\P]SU[TgX
QX[Xch
CfTTcX]VP_W^c^Ua^\
WTaf^aZ^dcbTbbX^]
:P]VP]Pfa^cT°8WPS
VPX]TS!ZVbU^a
CWP[PXeX]^fcWPcfT
PaTeTahR[^bTc^
R^\_[TcX]VXc
]TTSc^V^
QPRZc^\h
TPa[XTabXiT
PVX[Xch\TcPQ^
[Xb\P]SU[TgXQX[Xch
FPZX]Vd_TPa[h
P]SV^X]VU^aP
Y^VfP[ZfW^
P[[PaTfXcW\T.±
BWTWPS
aTRT]c[hbWPaTS
cWPcbWTWPb
R^\_[TcTScWT
[PcTbcbRWTS
d[T^UcWT
U^acWR^\X]V
QX^_XR

@ *
 - ( 
  
)   
 
   
  
 (& : E  
 *  9  
*      ( E ( (%   
  *  *&    ( 
 (& - 
*   
11(   &
- %   F * 
( -%* ( (  
&%
G'* (
5X[\\PZTaE8E4:
A0=90=06=87>CA8
bPhbXccPZTbP[^c^U
R^daPVTc^b_TPZd_
PVPX]bccWT_^fTaUd[
_T^_[T^UcWTUX[\
X]Sdbcah
0V]XW^caX^_T]TSd_^]cWT
bdQYTRcfWT]WTTg_aTbbTSWXb
^_X]X^]^]"#1^[[hf^^S_a^SdR
cX^]W^dbTbP]SU^daUX[\Pbb^RXP
cX^]bUX[X]VPRXeX[bdXcX]3T[WX
7XVW2^dacPVPX]bcRTacPX]]Tfb
RWP]]T[bU^aP[[TVTS[hSTUP\X]V
cWTX]Sdbcah
°2P]cWT_dQ[XRbdT
1^[[hf^^SU^aSTbca^hX]V\dbXR
[haXRb[P]VdPVTPacRaTPcXeXch
b^RXP[UPQaXRP]SRd[cdaT^U
8]SXP.±WTcfTTcTS

      ( 
 1 (  H  
0Rc^a4C70=70F:4 R^\_PaTb
[XeX]V[XUTc^QdX[SX]VPb_XSTafTQ
bPhX]VTPRW\^\T]cbdRRTbbP]S
RWP[[T]VTbPaTR^]]TRcTSc^TPRW
^cWTaQTPdcXUd[[h
°;XUTXbP[^c[XZTQdX[SX]VPb_X
STafTQH^dZX]S^U
Yd\_Ua^\^]TR^a
]Tac^cWT]Tgc±
7PfZTbPXS
°CWT[Xcc[T
Y^da]ThbS^]³c
bTT\bXV]XUX
RP]c1dc[^^Z
QPRZP]SbTT
cWTfW^[TY^da
]Thh^dbTT
W^fcWThPaTP[[
R^]]TRcTSc^
TPRW^cWTaQTPdcX
Ud[[hCWT_Pacb
cWPcfTaT\^bc
RWP[[T]VX]VfTaT
fWTaTcWT\^bc
Va^fcWWP__T]TS
8³\eTahVaPcTUd[c^
\hRaPUcP]S\h
_a^UTbbX^]QTRPdbT
XcP[[^fbh^dc^
\TTcP[[ZX]Sb^U
_T^_[T±WTPSSTS

/2

0bcWT;^cdb<PZTd_8]SXP5PbWX^]FTTZZXRZb^UUSXVXcP[[hSTbXV]Ta;44=0B8=67
cT[[b0HDB78 B70A<0 cWPcWTaR^[[TRcX^]D\\TAPQPQaT_aTbT]cbcWTbTaT]XchP]ScWT
SXeX]Xch^UPf^\P]
The art of textile crafting is the signature style of my label. It’s a magical mix of
different kinds of weaves put together to
create breathtaking patterns. The collection
comprises of re-interpreted, lengthened
jackets that can be worn with any of the
classic silhouettes, peplums, circular lehengas, appliqué delicate sarees with jewelled
tassels with chanderi and brocade-woven
Odhni along with antique gold fabrics. We
have used a million tiny hand-embroidered
beads and intricately-appliquéd brocades
that highlight our legacy of fine craftsmanship. Our brilliant selection of hues transform texture into a chromatic scale of magical colours, exuding an old-world charm.
Mustard, muted turmeric, soft dusky pink,
ivory, pomegranate red, iron black, beaten gold, bold pinks, deep emerald, sandlike beige are some of the shades which
come together to create the colour palette
of this diverse collection.
The fabric has a blend of many hues
and colours, which renders an inimitable
uniqueness to the outfits. The collection has
interplays of dexterous applique work
with brocade fabrics, delicate French knots
and detailed zardozi embroidery.

SWhat would you say about the Lotus
Make-up India Fashion Week (LMIFW)
2020 under the shadow of the
Coronavirus pandemic? How is it different?
The India Fashion Week has always
been a wonderful affair. However, this year,
it has been a learning experience as well
as a challenging one for all of us. The
restricted movement and social distancing
has given the industry a new format — a
digital space with grand virtual sets and
immersive technologies that will surely
build a bridge between the physical and
digital spaces. At ‘Ashima Leena’ (AL), we
have been working meticulously to create
our collection and have re-engineered our
workspace where social distancing and all
safety guidelines are being followed.
LMIFW 2020 is different in many
aspects. There are more details this time.
The digital presentation helps a brand to
convey a story and also becomes accessible to a wider audience, increasing the
reach of brands as well as designers.
SWhat were the underlying challenges
while holding a grand show like this
online?
Well, what poses itself as a challenge
today becomes a norm tomorrow. Curating
a grand show like this online for the first
time was certainly very challenging.
However, with the supportive and hardworking team of the FDCI, the entire experience has been creaseless. As we were trying to adapt to using technology to showcase our designs, it also became more
inspiring to watch how the show came to
life with various added elements — visuals, music, videography — all in sync to create the magic for us. With key elements in
mind that tell the story of Ashima Leena
such as styling, jewellery, choreography and
make-up, we have created our digital show
that showcases ‘the art of textile crafting’
with signature AL styles.
SWhat do you think is the new face of
fashion?
The new face of fashion is definitely
digital. New formats have been re-imagined, the entire concept of fashion is being
revisited due to the pandemic. I believe
with less physical contact, the best way to
reach out to our customers is online.
SWhat have you brought to the table this
time? Can you take us through your col-

lection?
This collection is a tribute to the skilled
craftsmen and weavers of our rich textile
industry who are struggling for their
livelihood today. We have been working
with them for the last three decades. The
unseen hands of the weavers who have
worked relentlessly for decades together
have helped bring the brand where it is

today. Their support has truly been
immeasurable.
This showcase of our Couture
Collection 2020 is titled, Umme Rabab,
which represents the serenity and the divinity of a woman, who is known for her beauty, eloquence and wisdom. She proved to
be the epitome of a modern maharani
(queen), who is strong-willed and dedicat-
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n 2007, as part of the Commonwealth
Games 2010 planning, it had been
Iproposed
that a road be built through
what we now know as Sunder Nursery
to connect Lodhi Road with Ring
Road. While urban infrastructure is not
a bad thing, this would have been a
monumental folly, thankfully many
conservationists and the media, The
Pioneer among them opposed this
plan. Instead in 2010, the Aga Khan
Trust, the Archeological Survey of
India, the Central Public Works
Department (CPWD, which actually
runs the ‘nursery’ bit) and other gov-

ernmental and non-governmental agencies began work on Phase-3 of the renewal of the Nizamuddin area. This has started with Humayun’s Tomb and adjoining
areas but this phase dramatically
improved the 90 acres of land at Sunder
Nursery, the eventual plan being to create parks and green areas totalling 900
acres in the heart of the capital.
In 2018, Vice-President of
India M Venkaiah Naidu
dedicated the park to
the citizens of the
city.

Today, the park is open from early
morning to early evening not just for
walkers and joggers but also for those
keen on buying plants and saplings for
their homes. Indeed, Azim Bagh as the
area was known was a green space that
was converted by the British into a nursery to grow the trees that would line the
roads

ed but doused in softness and femininity.
The collection combines delicate hand
embroidery in the form of meticulously
curated textiles with classic AL Maharani
silhouettes. Through our interpretation, we
aspire to reflect a poetic flow in volume,
layers and impeccable garment construction, which characterises the unique beauty of Umme Rabab.

of the new capital being built. All the
Jamun trees that line Lutyens Delhi’s
boulevards started their lives as saplings
at Sunder Nursery. It is also home to
several species of trees uniquely found
just there, and any budding arborist will
find the area fascinating to visit and discover trees such as the Pink Cedar. The
flower gardens are also stunning
through the years. And many of the
trees, flowering plants and even Bonsai
plants are available to the public from
the CPWD nursery at prices much
lower than that of the myriad private
nurseries in Delhi. Buy plants and
saplings above C500 and your parking
fees of C75 are reimbursed.
One of the other major parts of the
redevelopment completed two years
ago was the restoration of several
Mughal-era buildings, gardens and
tombs. The Sunder Burj, Sunderwala
Mahal and the Lakharwala Gumbad are
just some examples, making Sunder
Nursery a great place to learn history
and with the fantastic Humayun’s
Tomb a short walk away, an outing
there should make it more fun for any
budding historian.
The Hyundai Venue Sport we
drove to Sunder Nursery is the perfect
family vehicle for an outing to such an
amazing site, not only has the Venue
Sport fit in a family comfortably, but its
large boot means that you could also
buy a large number of saplings to
take home and make your
house and Delhi a
greener space as
well.

SGiven a massive crisis like this year, how
do you think the fashion industry can be
better prepared to face such challenges
in the future?
Today, as the world is learning to live
in new ways, there are many who are struggling and trying to cope with the changes
this pandemic has brought to all our lives.
One of the most affected sections has been
of the karigars (craftsworkers) and weavers
of our country. We are now supporting
them in every possible way. We stand in
solidarity with them during these tough
times. There are millions of looms across
India that are engaged in weaving cotton,
silk and other natural fibers to bring out
the traditional beauty of India’s spectacular heritage. Many generations of weavers
have been dependent on this art of weaving and for decades it has provided livelihood to their families. Weavers and specialised textile craftsmen of our country
have helped in keeping alive Indian heritage with various techniques of weaving
and textile crafting. As we face challenges,
we are also given an opportunity to reinvent and reimagine new and improved
ways of working. I feel whenever there will
be a challenge or such an obstacle, we will
find ways again to face them and to work
around them as it is imperative to support
one another in difficult times like these.
(The show is scheduled on October 16.)
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he COVID-19 pandemic continues to
prove to be a tough time for everyone,
T
especially the frontline workers. The police
department has been faced with grave challenges as they continue to provide assistance
and protect citizens on a round-the-clock
basis. While many are undergoing treatment
after contracting the Coronavirus, many have
succumbed to the health crisis while on duty.
During the lockdown, Diana Penty
extended a helping hand to police authorities in Byculla to
distribute essential equipment to
keep health risks
at bay. With the
aim to provide
them with hand
sanitisers and eyewear, she came up
with The Khaki
Project initiative.
In association
with
Salaam
B o m b a y
Foundation, the
actor has raised
more than C17
lakh to provide
safety essentials to 5,800 police personnel
across 34 police stations in Mumbai.
Taking to Instagram, she announced the
development. Thanking everyone for their
support in raising the amount, she wrote,
“Thank you from every corner of my heart
to each and everyone of you for your generous contribution towards The Khaki Project.
Your love and support is what kept us going.
A special shout-out to Salaam Bombay
Foundation for all the assistance in making
this happen. More power to you guys. We are
truly grateful for all the things we could
accomplish with your kindness.”
As the war against the pandemic continues, Diana’s noble gestures have surely
inspired many across the nation to do their
bit to help those working who are tirelessly
working on the frontline.
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YWhat are the major activities of the OBC

he COVID-19 pandemic
has largely hit the State of
Odisha. Many organisations and individuals have come
forward to supplement the government’s efforts to deal with the
emergent situation. Kalinga
Institute of Industrial
Technology
(KIIT),
Bhubaneswar, and its sister institution Kalinga Institute of Social
Sciences (KISS), under the leadership of its founder-professor
Achyuta Samanta, have also
been taking a series of initiatives
since the beginning of the
Coronavirus outbreak and have
been at the forefront of Odisha’s
war against the virus.
Kalinga Institute of Medical
Sciences (KIMS), a constituent
of KIIT Deemed to be
University, also set up four
ultra-modern dedicated to
COVID hospitals with the support of the Government of
Odisha, located in Bhubaneswar
and its three tribal-dominated
districts. The hospitals have a
bed capacity of 1,200. KIMS
COVID
Hospital
in
Bhubaneswar, a 500-bedded
state-of-the-art facility including
50 critical care beds, is India’s
first standalone COVID hospital.
The KIIT & KISS also
reached out to various groups
facing hardships due to the
extended lockdown. The intervention included the distribution of food material and other
essentials to over three lakh pandemic-hit people, including the
underprivileged people living in
various slums, stranded migrant
labourers, who were also provided temporary shelter, and people living in containment zones.
Community outreach activ-
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ities of KIIT & KISS strived to
reach the hardest-hit and commonly overlooked people —
transgenders, sportspersons,
physically-challenged, sex workers, etc. They were provided with
allowances to cope with the prolonged lockdown. Food materials and cash to meet other
expenses for three months were
given to priests and other workers of several spiritual centres in
Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, Puri and
nearby towns. The two institutions are providing groceries and
cash for miscellaneous expenses to over 40 orphanages, old-age
homes and leprosy centres in
Kandhamal district.
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The student community is
one of the worst-affected groups
in the COVID-19 pandemic.
KISS is home to 30,000 tribal
students from interior districts
of Odisha pursuing their studies from Standard-I to PG/PhD
level. Days before the outbreak,
they were sent to their respective homes in various districts of
Odisha. As the students stayed
inside their homes, KISS sent out
required study material and
generous amount of dry foods
at their doorstep every month,
since April. The monthly material also contain sanitary napkins
for the adolescent girls. The initiative will continue till the

reopening of KISS.
A series of measures to
keep its students safe and healthy
as well as ensuring that they
remain connected to studies
was also ensured. Professor
Samanta, who has always put the
education of these tribal students
above everything else, arranged
for the textbooks, study materials and dried food items to be
provided at the students'
doorsteps at the start of the new
academic year. KISS was one of
the early institutes to begin
online classes and has been
maintaining the academic
schedule perfectly for students
of all levels.
Inspired by the Prime
Minister’s call for ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’ (self-reliant India), KISS
has levelled up its vocational skill
centre during the COVID-19
pandemic. The centre has been
scaled up to become a mediumsized industry and is now making 25 different types of vocational products. These products
are marketted through welldeveloped distribution channel, besides fulfilling the inhouse requirement of KIIT &
KISS. The sale proceeds from
the centre are expected to make

Morcha?
The OBC Morcha is now emerged as a
major force to protect and secure the rights of
people from Backward Communities. That was
the cause of its birth too. In Kerala, there has
been a great negligence towards this issue due
to the changing governments. There are many
schemes and governing bodies established
over the time to benefit them, but they never
really got benefitted. It’s because our system is
not working properly towards their facilities but
only their votes. This has to be changed. And
OBC Morcha is working to bring that change.

YGovernment of India has brought out sev-

KISS self-reliant in the coming
times.
In a unique humanitarian
gesture, KIIT Deemed to be
University has decided to provide free education to the children of the COVID deceased in
Odisha. The facility will be
available for two academic
years — 2020-21 and 2021-22.
KIIT & KISS also paid
special attention to the orphan
children, belonging to the
poorer sections of society, who
are vulnerable to become victims of child abuse and human
trafficking. The institutes have
adopted and are taking care of
about 100 such orphans and
providing them monthly
allowance ranging from C5,000
to C10,000, depending upon
the family size. As and when
the academic institutions
reopen, they will be provided
free education and subsequently complete higher education in
the institutes.
It’s professor Samanta’s personal childhood experience of
hunger and poverty after his
father’s demise at the age of
four, which makes him work
harder for the society’s underprivileged children.

eral schemes to uplift the backward class community. Is OBC Morcha creating awareness on
this?
Yes. In Kerala, those schemes has been subverted by other parties. OBC Morcha sees it as
a mission to create awareness on schemes. This
has become the need of the hour.

YThere has been a loss of lives and employ-

ment and the backward classes have been the
worst-affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Are you helping them in any way?
Backward classes are certainly the worstaffected. Many families have been rendered penniless. Many lives and jobs have been lost. That’s
why OBC Morcha has come up with a special
mission to take care of the affected people in
the community.
We believe in ‘Seva Hi Sangathan’ (service
is organisation). And with that motto, in
Thrissur, thousands of families were provided
with food kits by OBC Morcha during the lockdown. When online education began, we started to supply tablets and TVs to students from
poor families. And we are still continuing this.
Timely intervention in matters related to the
backward communities is now getting results
too.

YMany people are trying to set up their own

businesses but the pandemic has hit them
hugely. Do you plan to put forward any
schemes for saving such business and thereby people?
The central government led by Narendra
Modi ji has already announced many schemes
to save these businesses, especially those under
MSME sectors. The major need is to create
awareness on these schemes and help them to
get benefits out of them.
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erambalur MP and
Chancellor of SRM Institute
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of Science & Technology, Dr T

arket power has started changing with the passage of time.
M
Malls and shopping centres were

R Paarivendhar, who had
promised to give free education
to 300 deserving students from
his constituency in the SRM
Group of colleges, has completed the promise this year.
In 2019, around the elections, Paarivendhar had given
this assurance to the people of
his constituency. And after his
win by over four lakh votes, he
immediately fulfilled his poll
promise. A total of 300 students
were recently given free education in the colleges under the
SRM ambit. This year, too,
1,084 students had applied for
free education. Out of them,
300 have been selected based
on their marks and the financial situation of their respective
families.
Apart from putting their
names on the SRM website, a
formal invitation will be sent to
the students individually, who
will then be pursuing education
in engineering, agriculture,
arts and science as per their
preferences.
Paarivendhar has also been
taking up various issues of his
constituency with both the
Prime Minister and the Chief
Minister of the State. He met
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

once a boon but in the changing
environment, products made in
homes have started to gain a
foothold in the market.
Many NGOs and local people
set up their market near Swarnagri
with similar products. Giving information on the concept of The
Nature’s Market, Smita Mittal said
that she felt that Greater Noida is a
promising city and is ready for
Sunday market. There are various
people who display their organic
farms and small businesses. Local
producers look for a platform to
expand. So we all like-minded people decided to join hands.
What started as a small group
conversation on WhatsApp has
now become a thing for residents
of this place. The stalls at Nature
Market offered Bilona Ghee, bioenzyme fertilisers, plant items,
Kadaknath eggs, pickles, raw honey,
kullu, books and many other handmade items. The shopping process
grew more exciting with fresh littichokha and idli sambar. Aditi
Sharma, from the Little Munni
Foundation, said that such a market is a new ray of hope for people
battling the pandemic. She told that
the market will take place every
Sunday. People were invited to
encourage local crafts and direct
farming.

on March 18, 2020, to talk
about the various needs of the
Perambalur constituency.
Among the issues were the
need for a railway line via
Ariyalur-PerambalurThuraiyur-Namakkal. He also
took up the issue with Railway
Minister Piyush Goyal, who
write to Paarivendhar that the
first survey for the railway line
will be taken up shortly.
With Chief Minister
Edappadi Palanisamy, the
Perambalur MP took up the
issues of railway bridge at
Kulithalai-Manapparai, bringing residual Cauvery water
through a canal to Panjapatti
lake, setting up Kendriya
Vidyalayas in Lalgudi and
Kulithalai, and establishing
cold storage facilities to help
small-scale onion farmers in
Thuraiyur and Perambalur.
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ife Insurance Corporation
of India’s resilient and
L
quick response in meeting the

expectations of the market
and the people has brought it
exemplary results in the current financial year.
In the half year of 202021, LIC has achieved more
than C25000 crore in first year
premium income in
Individual New Business performance as on September 30,
2020 as compared to
C24867.70 crore as on Sept 30
last year. Under its Jeevan
Shanti plan, LIC collected
C11456.41 crore as first year
premium as on Sept 30, 2020.
ULIP Business of LIC is also
doing well this year.
As on Sept 30, 2020 the
company sold 16844 policies
with a premium of C128.63
crore as compared to 12940
policies sold during the same
period last year.
LIC Pension and Group

Schemes Vertical collected
C62,112.27 crore as Group
Schemes New Business
Premium Income as on Sept
30, 2020.
The corporation’s composite market share in number of policies and first year
premium is 67.82 per cent
and 70.57 per cent respectively for Q2.
It has also declared a
bonus of more than C51,000
crore for its policyholders.
Due to heightened awareness about need of risk cover
the policy surrenders have
reduced drastically.
The company had invested more than C2,60,000 crore
this year in debt and equity (as
on Sept 30 as compared to
C244931 crore invested last
year during the same period.
It has already booked more
than C15000 crore as profits
in the capital market this fiscal so far.
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Director
(Operations), Power
T
Grid Corporation of
India Limited, Seema
Gupta,
has been
declared the winner of
Gold Stevie® award in the
Lifetime Achievement
— Business category in
the 17th annual Stevie
Awards for Women in
Business.
The award honours
women executives, entrepreneurs, employees and
the companies they run
worldwide. For this year,
the gold, silver and bronze award winners were determined by the average
scores of more than 180 business professionals around the world, working on
seven juries.
The jury, while recommending
Seema’s name for the award, was all
praise for her lifetime achievements in
a key industry usually dominated by men

and for demonstrating
her leadership calibre
by sustained excellence
in her area of work. The
jury noted that her
career and achievements showed dedication and determination. She could become
a role model for the
women in engineering
field.
The award will be
presented to Seema
during a virtual awards
ceremony scheduled on
December 9, 2020.
This global recognition is yet another achievement in Seema’s career. She has
been earlier conferred with Special
Commendation Award for Outstanding
Women Manager in Public Sector
Enterprises by the President in 2017 and
was adjudged as the Best Contributor at
the ITOMS 2018 Conference in
Malaysia.

YWhat about the students who don’t have

access to smartphones or technology? How are
you helping them stay connected with education during these times?
The OBC Morcha has come up with mission to supply gadgets to those who have no
facilities for online education.

YWhat is your solution to the growing poverty and suffering amid the pandemic?
There is no single solution for this. The
Government of India is working hard and taking measures to help people in the crisis. We
have to remain positive and work for a brighter
future. The need of the hour is fighting away
the pandemic. But for that, all the guidelines
from government must be followed.
YDo you think OBC Morcha can become an

umbrella to cater to all the backward classes
of the State?
Why not? Yes, it may. We are working
towards a great goal of emancipation of backward communities from the clutches of negligence and discrimination. There is no compromise on that. Recently, we took an initiative to
bring the Kumhara community (potters’ community) in Kerala on a single platform to find
solution for their problems. They are in crisis
while lockdown and pandemic has almost paved
the way to death for this small industry. Now,
the OBC Morcha has taken up their issues to
create a good platform to revive this.
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lavour of the season Rahul
Tewatia didn’t prove to be
third time lucky in what
turned out to be an incredible
death overs performance by the
Delhi Capitals pace attack in
their 13-run victory in an IPL
game on Wednesday.
Anrich Nortje (2/33) was
breathtakingly fast bowling in
the mid 150 kmph with toecrushing yorkers while Kagiso
Rabada’s (1/28) international
experience proved to be pure
gold dust leaving rookie Tushar
Deshpande (2/37) to defend 21
runs in his debut IPL game,
which he did with elan.
The result was Rajasthan
Royals finishing on 148 for 8
chasing Delhi Capitals’ par
score of 161 for 7 as Tewatia

F

couldn’t hit the troika of
Rabada, Nortje and Deshpande
at all.
Royals lost the plot in the
last five overs partly due to selfish approach from senior player Robin Uthappa (32 off 27
balls), who needlessly ran-out
a genuine match-winner Riyan
Parag.
While skipper Shreyas
Iyer’s shoulder injury would
keep Capitals on tenterhooks,
12 points from 8 games will
keep them in good stead as
they look to quickly clinch a
play-off place. Rajasthan Royals
with 6 points from 8 games stay
in seventh place and are in danger of missing another playoffs.
While DC were splendid at
the death, it was Ravichandran
Ashwin’s artistry during the

8?;C!R^\

back 10 with clever variations
of pace and flight that brought
Delhi back in the game.
Ashwin finished with figures of
1 for 17 and bowled 10 dot balls
out of his 24 balls — on par
with the ever-improving
Nortje.
Earlier, Shikhar Dhawan
and skipper Iyer hit strokefilled half-centuries but Delhi
Capitals lost momentum
towards the end to be restricted to 161 for seven after opting
to bat first.
The last five overs of the
Delhi Capitals innings yielded
only 32 runs and they lost four
wickets, an indication how
they missed Rishabh Pant and
Shimron Hetmyer.
DC had a disastrous start
to its innings after opting to bat
as it lost Prithvi Shaw off the

first ball of the match with a
gem of a delivery from Jofra
Archer (3/19) that jagged back
in after pitching and crashed
into the middle stump after getting an inside edge.
To make matters worse for
DC, Ajinkya Rahane was holed
out to Robin Uthappa off
Archer at mid-on an over later.
But then skipper Iyer (53
off 43) joined hands with
Dhawan (57 off 33) and the
duo initially played cautiously
before opening up to take DC
forward.
They shared 85 runs for the
third wicket off 55 balls to keep
DC’s momentum going after
the early jolts.
Dhawan looked in great
nick from the onset, often
finding the boundary with his
trademark pulls and shots
square off the off side.
In the process he scored his
39th fifty in the IPL off just 30
balls but soon after reaching
the feat he departed while trying to force the pacer, caught at
short third man by Kartik
Tyagi off leg-spinner Shreyas
Gopal.
His runs came off 33 balls
which had six boundaries and
two hits over the fence.
After Dhawan’s dismissal,
Iyer took the onus on himself
and upped the ante with some
lusty hits and in the process got
to his fifty off 40 balls in the
15th over bowled by Jaydev
Unadkat, that yielded 17 runs,
including two sixes.
But soon after, Iyer departed, caught by Archer at longoff off Kartik Tyagi as he went
for another big hit.
Marcus Stoinis (18) and
Alex Carey (14) tried their
best to add muscle to the
scoreboard but were unsuccessful.
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:0A0278) Former captain
Misbah-ul-Haq on Wednesday
said he will be stepping down as
Pakistan’s chief selector next
month to focus on his role as
head coach of the national cricket team.
Misbah told a media briefing in Lahore that he has
informed the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) that he would be
stepping down as chief selector
on November 30. He took up the
dual role of chief selector and
head coach in September last
year.
“I will select the squad for
the coming series against
Zimbabwe but after that I just
want to focus on my work as
head coach,” he said.
Misbah insisted that he had

not quit as chief selector because
of pressure from the board.
“No, it is purely my own
personal decision and I took it
because I think it is not easy
doing two high profile jobs at
one time. I want to give my best
as head coach of the national
team. “Whoever is appointed as
chief selector, I will fully cooperate with him and work to take
the Pakistan team into the top
three of every format,” Misbah
said.
Misbah said with time he
understood that it would be possible to give his best only to one
role. “When I accepted both
positions I thought I could
manage it but with time I think
it is better for me to focus on one
job.”
PTI
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ndy Murray suffered another firstround elimination, this time at the
Cologne Indoors at the hands of out-ofform veteran Fernando Verdasco.
Verdasco exploited Murray’s fragile
serve to win 6-4, 6-4 in a match which finished after midnight German time.
Verdasco, at 36 one of the few players older
than the 33-year-old Murray in the tournament, broke Murray’s serve four times
— once to love and three times to 15.
Murray lost in the second round of the
US Open and in the first round of the
French Open. He used wild cards for both
of those Grand Slam tournaments and
again in Cologne for his first loss on an
indoor hard court since the 2015 tour
finals.
Verdasco ended a four-match losing
run going back to January in the Australian
Open and will take on top-seeded
Alexander Zverev in the second round after
the German player had a bye in the first
round.
Eighth-seeded Croatian Marin Cilic
had to dig deep to avoid a first-round elimination as he beat Marcos Giron 6-2, 4-6,
6-3.
Another British player was eliminated
as Kyle Edmund lost a tight match 7-5, 76 (1) to big-serving South African Lloyd
Harris, who hit eight aces.
The second-seeded Roberto Bautista
Agut will take on Gilles Simon in the second round after the veteran French player swept past Marton Fucsovics 6-0, 6-3.
Bautista Agut has a first-round bye.

A

Cape Town: South Africa is in danger of being banned from international cricket after its Government on
Wednesday said that it intended to
intervene in the affairs of the sport’s
national body following revelations of
serious misconduct by senior officials.
The statement from sports minister Nathi Mthethwa said he had
informed the International Cricket
Council of the intended action. The
ICC’s
constitution
forbids
Government interference and the
punishment is normally a ban from
international games for the country’s
teams until the national cricket body
is operating independently again.
The tension between the South
African Government and CSA relates
to a long-running investigation into
the affairs of the cricket body, which
resulted in the firing of CEO Thabang
Moroe for serious misconduct. AP
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134.84) and his opening partner
Mayank Agarwal (337 at 48.14).
Barring Mohammad Shami and
ings XI Punjab will be hoping that
Chris Gayle fires on his much- Ravi Bishnoi, none of the bowlers
awaited return and they, for once, put have inspired confidence, especially
up a complete performance in their in the death overs.
Not being able to find the right
must-win game against a high-flying
Royal Challengers Bangalore here on balance despite trying out many
options has also contributed to KXIP’s
Thursday.
rapid slide.
The inability to produce
They run into a RCB
an all-round show and close
0$7&+(6

squad which has grown
out games they should have 52<$/&+$//(1*(56 
in confidence by leaps
won has led to KXIP losing six .,1*6;,381-$%

and bounds since their
out of their seven matches.
BcPcb) 5PXbT[55TPcdaTb last meeting.
But KXIP can take conFor the first time in
fidence from the fact their
only win in the tournament has many years, they seem to have fixed
come against RCB, who look a much their bowling woes.
Their spin pairing of Washington
more potent squad since their last
Sundar and Yuzvendra Chahal has
meeting on September 24.
Though the Sharjah wicket has proved very effective and the pace
been slowing gradually, the smaller department has strengthened with
ground dimensions are ideal for the return of Chris Morris from
someone like Gayle to go on a six-hit- injury.
“Playing such a side (with the
ting spree.
However, it certainly won’t be easy likes of Gayle, Rahul and Agarwal) in
for the 41-year-old to get going from a stadium like Sharjah is definitely not
ball one, having not played earlier in going to be easy. It’s going to be a bit
challenging but I will definelty do
the competition.
my homework heading to the
He would have played the
match,” Sundar said on the eve of
last two games but could not due
the match.
to food poisoning. Having
RCB’s last game against KKR
recovered fully, it will be interwas also on this ground, so
esting to see who he replaces
they come into the match
in the side.
more aware of the gradBenching a yet to
ually changing condifire Glenn Maxwell is
tions than KXIP, who
one option or the
played here last on
team can bring Gayle
September 27 when
at the expense of an
the surface was
overseas bowler and
much better to bat
replace him with the
on.
available Indian talWith Aaron Finch
ent.
back among the runs
KXIP are languishing
against KKR, RCB’s topat the bottom of the table
four (including Devdutt
despite having the top-two
Padikkal, Virat Kohli and
leading run-getters of the
AB de Villiers) can be a
tournament in skipper K L
nightmare for any team.
Rahul (387 at strike rate of
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ce Indian shuttler Kidambi
Srikanth on Wednesday outA
classed England’s Toby Penty in
straight games to enter the
Denmark Open second round
here and likened his return to
international badminton after a
coronavirus-forced hiatus to “an
adventure”.
The former world number
one, who had claimed four Super
Series titles in 2017, beat Toby 2112, 21-18 in 37 minutes, as the
sport finally got going after a
seven-month-long break.
“I started off well, but he was
good in the second game. I’m
playing after a long time. It’s like
an adventure. This situation is
something new. I’ve never been
away for this long, and I’m happy
with the way it went,” he told

BWF.
The fifth seed will next face
Canada’s Jason Anthony HoShue, who defeated India’s
Subhankar Dey 21-13, 21-8 in a
lop-sided contest.
Former world No 13 Ajay
Jayaram also couldn’t cross the
opening hurdle, going down 1221, 14-21 to world No 3 Anders
Antonsen of Denmark in 37

minutes. Srikanth and Lakshya
Sen are now the only surviving
Indians in the competition.
Lakshya has already reached
the second round with a straight
game win over Christo Popov on
Tuesday. He will face HansKristian Solberg Vittinghus of
Denmark in the next round.
Srikanth said it will take
some time for him to find his best,
given the circumstances.
“The last time I played was at
the All England where I lost in the
first round, so I’ve not had much
of match practice. But I think I’m
slowly getting back,” said the
world No 14 Indian.
“It will definitely take some
time, as there are no tournaments
after this one. There will be a
pause in the season, so it might
take time to get used to match
feeling.”
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AT[XTeTSP]STRbcPcXRX]T`dP[\TPbdaT2B:bZX__Ta<B
3W^]X[PdSTSWXbcTP\b°R[^bTc^_TaUTRc±bW^fX]cWT
caXd\_W^eTaBd]aXbTab7hSTaPQPScWPcX]UdbTSUaTbW[XUT
X]c^XcbUP[cTaX]V8?;RP\_PXV]°D[cX\PcT[hfWPcaTP[[h
\PccTabXbh^dVTccX]Vcf^_^X]cbFWPcC!bWPeT
bW^f]XbcWPccWTaTPaTPUTfVP\TbcWPcS^]cV^h^da
fPhP]ScWT]cWTaTPaTb^\TcWPcV^h^dafPhTeT]
fWT]h^dWPeT]cTPa]TSXcC^SPh8UT[cfTSXSPeTah
V^^SY^QTeT]X]QPccX]V±bPXS3W^]XPUcTacWT\PcRW
°CWTaTfPbb^\T_da_^bTfXcWcWTQPcP]ScWTQPcb\T]
PbbTbbTScWTbXcdPcX^]eTahfT[[FXcWPc^cP[[XZT %Xc
P[[ST_T]Sb^]cWTbcPach^dVTcX]cWTUXabcbXg^eTab±
3W^]XbPXS°CWTUPbcQ^f[TabSXScWTY^QcWTb_X]]Tab
RP\TX]c^_[PhP]SXcfPb^]TVP\TcWPcfPbPbR[^bTc^
QTX]V_TaUTRc±WTPSSTS
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fPhbc^PRWXTeT\PcRWSPh_TaUTRcX^]X]cWTd_R^\X]V
VP\TbCWT\^bc_a^\X]T]cRWP]VTX]CdTbSPhbfX]
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oachim Low’s 14-year reign as
Germany head coach is under
Jthreat
after his side’s run of poor
results continued on Tuesday as
they had to come from two
goals down to limp to a 3-3 draw
against Switzerland in the
Nations League.
Germany have drawn four of
their last five games — surrendering the lead on three occasions — to leave them second in
their Nations League group
behind Spain.
They squeezed past Ukraine
2-1 with a full-strength side in
Kiev on Saturday and after a 33 friendly home draw against
Turkey last Wednesday, Low’s
side were once again guilty of
poor defending.
The 60-year-old Low has a
German FA contract until the
2022 World Cup.
However, his popularity
among German fans has plummeted, from the heights of winning the 2014 World Cup title,
since Germany’s debacle at Russia
2018 finals when they failed to
get out of their group.
The draw with the Swiss will
only enhance the domestic criticism of Low from key names
within German football such as
Lothar Matthaeus and Bastian
Schweinsteiger.
Dinamo Zagreb striker

Mario Gavranovic scored goals
either side of a deft chip by Remo
Freuler as all three Swiss goals
came from German mistakes.
Germany fought back
behind closed doors with goals
by Timo Werner, his Chelsea
team-mate Kai Havertz and Serge
Gnabry.
96'/4-5*5=4
In other games, Substitute
Viktor Tsygankov’s strike gave
Ukraine a surprise 1-0 win over
goal-shy Spain in their clash in
Kiev. The 22-year-old Dynamo
Kiev player had not long been
thrown into the fray by coach
Andriy Shevchenko when he
latched
onto
Andriy
Yarmolenko’s superb through
ball and fired past an exposed
David de Gea in the 76th minute.

It was a shock result after
Spain — who had not lost since
November 2018 — won 4-0
when the sides met in Madrid
just last month, and Ukraine are
now only a point behind Luis
Enrique’s team in League A,
Group 4.
Elsewhere, San Marino are
the perennial whipping boys of
international football but on
Tuesday they were able to celebrate claiming their first point in
six years thanks to a 0-0 draw in
Liechtenstein.
Goalkeeper
Simone
Benedettini was the hero for San
Marino as he kept their first clean
sheet since a goalless draw at
home to Estonia in a European
Championship qualifier in
November 2014, and their first
ever clean sheet away from home.

;8<0)Neymar scored a hat-trick to become the second highest scorer in Brazil’s history as the Copa
America champions won 4-2 away to 10-man Peru
in a World Cup qualifier on Tuesday.
The goals took Neymar to 64 international
strikes, two more than Ronaldo but still well behind
Pele’s record of 77.
Peru twice took the lead through Andre Carrillo
and a heavily deflected strike from Renato Tapia, but
two controversial Neymar penalties, an injury time
third and a close range strike from Richarlison maintained the Selecao’s winning start to qualifying for
Qatar 2022.
Elsewhere, Joaquin Correa scored the winner 11
minutes from time as Argentina labored to a 2-1 victory over Bolivia to maintain their 100% record after
two matches. While Ecuador totally
dominated Uruguay in a 4-2 victory.
Luis Suarez scored his recordextending 61st and 62nd goals for
Uruguay with a pair of late penalties that
were no more than a consolation.
Radamel Falcao scored an
injury time equaliser as
Colombia salvaged a point in
a 2-2 draw in Chile.
Jefferson Lerma gave
Colombia an early lead but
Chile turned the match in
Quito around by half-time
with strikes from Arturo Vidal and
Alexis Sanchez.
Gaston Gimenez scored a
late winner before goalkeeper
Anthony Silva saved a penalty
from Yangel Herrera as
Paraguay won 1-0 in Venezuela.
AFP

=4F34;78) It was October 2010
when India hosted the 19th
edition of Commonwealth
Games in Delhi where more
than 4,352 athletes from 71
nations participated in 21 sports
and 272 events. The event was
a big hit but also had a fair share
of controversies and one such
was the underpayment of various officials hired on contractual basis for various events during the 11-day sporting extravaganza. And one such was
Delhi-based Vikram Nayar who
worked as a sports announcer
for the fullbore shooting event.
But even 10 years after the
conclusion of Games where he
was hired for C4500 per day for
11 days, he is still fighting in
hope to get his dues cleared, only
a part of which he is provided till date.
Speaking to The Pioneer
about his decade-old struggle, Nayar said “I was
hired as a sports announcer and the amount of
C4500 per day was
promised to me for my
services during the entire
duration. However I wasn’t provided with any contract document and that’s
why as soon as the games
were done, I was sidelined
and no payment was

made for my services.”
He was offered only onefifth of the total money that was
originally promised and that too
after 15 months after widespread media coverage.
“I had received my part payment of C10,500 after a gap of 15
months. They had no intention
to make any payment but after
the story about nonpayment
got published in one of the leading newspapers they had to do
so. And since that day onwards,
I have been fighting my battle for
the recovery of my balance and
justice till date, said Nayar, who
was selected as a sports
announcer after clearing five
rounds of auditions.
In this long decade-old battle to get justice, Nayar has
spent more than six times the
money that he is originally supposed to receive from the Games
federation and knocked doors of
various Government officials
but all resulted in vain. But he
is still hopeful that one day the
truth shall prevail and he will get
his dues sorted.
PNS

