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CAPSULE

RAIN CLAIMS 27 LIVES IN
3 MAHARASHTRA DISTS
Pune: At least27 people have
died in rain-related incidents in
Solapur, Sangli and Pune
districts of Maharashtra,
officials said on Thursday. Over
20,000 people were evacuated
to safer places in these three
districts.

GST SHORTFALL: CENTRE
TO BORROW %1.1 L CR
New Delhi: The Central
Government will borrow up

to 1.1 lakh crore on behalf of
the States to bridge the shortfall
in GST collections, the Finance
Ministry said on Thursday.

MSY ‘STABLE’

New Delhi: The condition of
Samajwadi Party patriarch
Mulayam Singh Yadav who has
contracted COVID-19 is stable,
sources said on Thursday. The
80-year-old leader is undergoing
treatment at the Medanta
Hospital in Gurgaon.

NO MESSAGE TO PAK
FOR TALKS, SAYS INDIA
New Delhi: India has not sent
any message to Pakistan for
talks as claimed by its Prime
Minister Imran Khan’s special
advisor on national security,
the External Affairs Ministry
said on Thursday, and
asserted that Islamabad’s
support to terrorism and

use of abusive language
against New Delhi are not
conducive to normal
neighbourly relations.

INDIA’S FIRST 0SCAR
WINNER BHANU DIES
Mumbai: Costume designer
Bhanu Athaiya, India’s first
Oscar winner, died at her home
on Thursday after prolonged
iliness, her daughter said.
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has no locus standi to comment on 44 strategic

bridges, reiterates ‘Ladakh, J&K will remain an integral part of India’

PNS B NEW DELHI

On a day when Chinese
President Xi Jinping asked
his troops to “prepare for war”,
India on Thursday categorically
rejected Beijing’s objection to
opening of 44 bridges in bor-
der areas, including Ladakh
and Arunachal Pradesh,
saying China has no locus
standi to comment on India’s
internal matters.

The strong assertion by
the Ministry of External Affairs
came here two days after Zhao
Lijian, spokesman for Chinas
Foreign Ministry, in Beijing
had called border infrastruc-
ture development “the root
cause for tension between the
two sides” and said neither
country should take action
that might escalate tensions.

India’s rebuttal also came
against the backdrop of con-
tinuing tension at the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) and
Jinping asking his troops to
“prepare for war” according to
state news agency Xinhua.
“Troops should “maintain a
state of high alert... Put all
(your) minds and energy into
preparing for war,” China’s
State news agency Xinhua
quoted Xi Jinping as saying.

Troops should be
“absolutely loyal, absolutely
pure, and absolutely reliable’,
the Chinese President said dur-
ing his visit to Marine corps of
PLA in Chaozhou City. Sources
said the President’s remarks

were “not specifically directed
at India,” even though it
came amid the border dispute
in Ladakh.

MEA  Spokesperson
Anurag Srivastava also brushed
aside China’s remark saying it
does not recognise the Ladakh
Union Territory.

This claim by the Chinese
spokesperson came a day after
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Monday inaugurated
44 permanent bridges, includ-
ing eight in Ladakh and the
same number in Arunachal
Pradesh. These bridges will
significantly bolster the
logistical supplies to the troops
deployed on the LAC
facing China and the LoC
with Pakistan.

Countering Beijing’s con-
tention, Srivastava made it
amply clear here on Thursday
that “the Union Territories of
Ladakh, Jammu & Kashmir
have been, are and will remain
an integral part of India”.

Maintaining that China
has no locus standi to comment

on internal matters of India, he
also said, “Our position on
Arunachal Pradesh has been
made clear several times.
Arunachal Pradesh is an inte-
gral and inalienable part of
India. This fact has also been
clearly conveyed to the Chinese
side on several occasions,
including at the highest level”

Elaborating on India’s
stand, the spokesperson also
said New Delhi hopes that
“countries will not comment on
India’s internal matters, as
much as they expect the same
of others”

The Chinese spokesper-
son had questioned the status
of Ladakh and said, “First I
want to make it clear that
China does not recognise the
Ladakh Union Territory ille-
gally set up by the Indian side
and Arunachal Pradesh. We
stand against the development
of infrastructure facilities
aimed at military contention
along the border area,” the
Chinese spokesperson had said.

Continued on Page 11

(1 The statments came against the backdrop of continuing tension at the
LAC and Jinping asking his troops to “prepare for war”

(1 Zhao Lijian in Beijing had called border infrastructure development
“the root cause for tension between the two sides”

7 China has repeatedly raised objection over Arunachal Pradesh and
Ladakh after it was given the status of a Union Territory last year

India to give Myanmar
sub to counter China’s
sinister outreach bids

PNS B NEW DELHI

In a significant move to bol-
ster defence relations with
countries in the neighbour-
hood to counter Chinese influ-
ence, India will lease out a sub-
marine to Myanmar. The
3,000-ton INS Sindhuvir
submarine powered by diesel
engines is now undergoing
final refit at a dockyard
in India.

India had a few months
ago exported Shyena advanced
light torpedoes to Myanmar as
part of defence co-operation.
The torpedoes were manufac-
tured by public sector compa-
ny Bharat Dynamics Limited.

The submarine transfer in
the next few months comes at
a time when India and China
are locked in a five-month
long stand-off at the Line of
Actual Control (LAC).

Moreover, China in the
past few years has ramped up
its bid to enhance its influence
in the countries bordering
India by offering to provide
military and economic aid.
This long-term move is part of
Beijing’s strategy of having a
“string of pearls” around India.
It means having strong military
and economic ties with all the
nations thereby posing a
grave challenge to India’s
national interests.

Announcing Indias deci-
sion about the submarine,
Ministry of External Affairs
Spokesperson Anurag
Srivastava said here on
Thursday, “This will be the first
submarine of Myanmar Navy...
Cooperation in the maritime
domain is a part of our diverse
and enhanced engagement
with Myanmar”

Continued on Page 11

Archrivals NC, PDP join
hands to fight for Art 370

People’s Alliance for
Gupkar Declaration

MOHIT KANDHARI B JAMMU

he mainstream politics in

Jammu & Kashmir on
Thursday witnessed a “tecton-
ic” shift after top brass of the
National Conference for the
first time decided to forge an
“alliance” with archrival
Mehbooba Mufti, chief of
Peoples Democratic Party,
along with the leaders of four
other regional parties under the
banner of “People’s Alliance for
Gupkar Declaration” to fight a
“constitutional battle” demand-
ing the Government of India to
return to the people of the
erstwhile State the rights they
held before August 5, 2019.

The decision to float this
new alliance was taken at a cru-
cial meeting convened by
Farooq Abdullah at his resi-
dence in Srinagar.

The meeting was attended
by all the leaders who are sig-
natories  of  “Gupkar
Declaration”, a resolution issued
after an all-party meeting on

PDP president Mehbooba Mufti stands after a meeting with National Conference
party leaders Farooq Abdullah and Omar Abdullah in Srinagar on Thursday AP

August 4, 2019 at the Gupkar
residence of Farooq Abdullah.
JKPCC chief GA Mir was not
present during the meeting.
Addressing the media soon
after the meeting, Abdullah,
flanked by Mehbooba, Omar
Abdullah, CPI(M) leader MY
Tarigami, People’s Conference
chief Sajjad Lone, JKPM leader
Javaid Mustafa Mir and ANC
leader Muzaffar Shah said that

the resolution passed on
August 4 last year by the main-
stream political parties in the
valley has been named as
“Peoples’ Alliance for Gupkar
Declaration”.

He said, “Our motive is to
fight for the restoration of last
year’s August 4 position. Our
battle is a constitutional battle
and we are ready to fight”.

Continued on Page 11

Covid doubling rate
improves hy 3 fold to
70 days in 3 months

PNS B NEW DELHI

Indicating some slowdown
in its spread, the doubling
time of coronavirus in India
has improved from 25.5 days in
mid-August to nearly 70 days
now. The doubling time for
coronavirus is the number of
days it takes for the cases count
to double.

“India’s doubling time has
sharply increased to 70.4 days
(it was 25.5 days in mid-
August). This indicates a sub-
stantial fall in the daily new
cases and the consequent
increase in time taken to dou-
ble the total cases,” the Union
Health Ministry said.

Crediting the Central
Government’s strategies and
Covid-19 warriors with the
improvement in Indias case
doubling time, the Ministry
further tweeted, “This is the
result of the Centre-led strate-
gies and the selfless dedication
of doctors, paramedics, front-
line workers and all other
Covid-19 warriors”

The country’s current case-

load, the second-highest after
that of the United States, stands
at 7,239,389 as per data from
the Health Ministry. However,
6,301,927 or 87.05 per cent of
these are recovered cases,
the highest number of recov-
eries globally.

Continued on Page 11

TOTAL

CASES: 73,65,289
DEATHS: 1,12,143

RECOVERED:
64,48,421

ACTIVE: 8,03,555

SC sets aside
pail to Gayatri

PTI B NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court

Thursday set aside
Allahabad High Court’s order
which granted interim bail for
two months on medical
grounds to former Uttar
Pradesh minister Gayatri
Prasad Prajapati — accused in
a gang rape case.

A bench headed by Justice
Ashok Bhushan allowed the
appeal filed by the UP govern-
ment and said that the
September 3 order of high
court is unsustainable .

Prajapati, who was a min-
ister in the erstwhile Samajwadi
Party government, is accused of
raping, along with others, a
woman and attempting to
molest her minor daughter.

There was no satisfaction
recorded by the high court that
treatment offered to respon-

HC's interim
Prajapati

dent (Prajapati) was not ade-
quate and he requires any fur-
ther treatment by any particu-
lar medical institute for which
it is necessary to release the
respondent on interim bail on
medical grounds, the bench,
also comprising Justices RS
Reddy and MR Shah, noted in
its order.

The high court, without
considering the entire materi-
als on record, has passed the
impugned order dated
September 3, 2020 which is
unsustainable. In result, we
allow this appeal, set aside the
order dated September 3, the
bench said.

The bench also dealt with
the arguments advanced by
Prajapati’s counsel who had
said that every person, even if
he or she is an accused in a seri-
ous offence, requires a humane

Continued on Page 11

Let Allahabad HC monitor
Hathras probe, says SC

PTI W NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday said the
Allahabad High Court be
allowed to monitor the Hathras
case in which a Dalit girl was
allegedly brutally raped and
died of injuries.

The top court, which was
hearing a PIL and several inter-
vention pleas of activists and
lawyers, was told that no fair
trial was possible in Uttar
Pradesh as the investigation has
been allegedly botched up.

Allaying the apprehension,
abench headed by Chief Justice
SA Bobde, said “Let the high
court deal with it. We are here
if there is any problem.”

Besides Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, the hearing saw
battery of senior advocates like
Harish Salve, Indira Jaising
and Siddharth Luthra appear-
ing for various parties.

There were other lawyers
who wanted to argue but the
SC said, “We don’t need assis-
tance of the whole world”

The hearing also witnessed
deliberations that in no case the
victim’s identity be disclosed
and her family members and
witnesses be given full securi-
ty and protection.

The lawyer, appearing for
the victim’s family, demanded
that the proceedings of the case
be shifted out of Uttar Pradesh
to a court in the Delhi.

The apprehension of not
having the fair trial in the
State was also raised by activist-
lawyer Indira Jaising.

At the outset, the Solicitor
General referred to recent affi-
davit filed by the Uttar Pradesh
Government which gave details
about the security and
protection provided to the vic-
tim’s family and witnesses in
the case.

|I I police stations to

have women

PNS B LUCKNOW

Reiterating his resolve for
ensuring safety to women
and girls in Uttar Pradesh,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
announced the setting up of
women help desks at all police
stations across the state.
“Women generally hesi-
tate to visit police stations for
any assistance and are also
hesitant in sharing problems
with male cops. Considering
this, it has been decided to set
up women’s help desks at each
police station of the state with
immediate effect,” the chief
minister said on Thursday.
The coming Navratri festi-
val has been dedicated to
women’s safety, dignity and
empowerment and a special
campaign, Mission Shakti, has
been announced by the gov-
ernment from October 17.
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Mind your own business, India tells China

MEA asserts Betjing

A Chinook helicopter of the IAF conducts survey for the construction of a tunnel on

Manali-Leh road at Satingri in Lahaul-Spiti on Thursday

PTI

‘Watershed moment’:
Gadkari launches Zojila
tunnel construction

PNS B NEW DELHI

erming it a “watershed

moment” in the road his-
tory of the Union Territories
of Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh and of great impor-
tance to the defence of the
country in view of the “mas-
sive military activities along
our borders”, Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari on Thursday
launched the construction
work on Zojila tunnel. He
exuded confidence that the
strategic project, providing
all-year connectivity between
Srinagar and Leh, will be
completed ahead of schedule.

“One of the most difficult
stretches to drive and build,

the geo-sensitive Zojila stretch
is strategically important to
the defence of our country in
view of the fact that massive
military activities along our
borders in Ladakh, Gilgit and
Baltistan regions are taking
place. Zojila tunnel will not
only provide all-weather con-
nectivity between Srinagar,
Drass, Kargil and Leh but it
will also further strengthen
the economic and social-cul-
tural integration of both the
Union Territories,” Gadkari
said, addressing an event after
the virtual launch of con-
struction work of the 14.15-
km tunnel project through the
ceremonial first blast.
Continued on Page 11

Scale up sero-surveys, tests,
preparedness, exhorts Modi

PM calls for low
cost Covid testing,
continued vigilance

PNS B NEW DELHI

Underlining that early detec-
tion is key to containing
the spread of coronavirus,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

STATES

TOTAL CASES

on Thursday directed health
authorities to scale up sero-sur-
veys as well as testing. He said
the facility to get tested regu-
larly and speedily at a low
cost must be available to all at
the earliest.

In the last six months since
the Covid-19 expanded its ten-
tacles, the ICMR has conduct-
ed two sero-surveys nation-
wide. The first countrywide

DEATHS RECOVERED

Maharashtra 15,64,615 41,196 13,30,483
Andhra Pradesh 7,71,503 6,357 7,25,099
Karnataka 7,43,848 10,283 6,20,008
Tamil Nadu 6,74,802 10,472 6,22,458
Uttar Pradesh 4,47,383 6,543 4,04,545
Delhi 3,21,031 5,924 2,92,502
Kerala 3,17,930 1,090 2,22,231
West Bengal 3,09,417 5,870 2,71,563
Odisha 2,62,011 1,142 2,35,763
Telangana 217,670 1,249 1,93,218
Bihar 2,00,825 972 1,88,802
Assam 1,98,982 843 1,69,332
Rajasthan 1,67,279 1,708 1,43,984
Madhya Pradesh 1,56,584 2,710 1,39,717
Gujarat 1,56,283 3,609 1,37,970
Chhattisgarh 1,50,696 1,339 1,21,548

sero survey (conducted
between May 11 and June 4)
showed overall infection preva-
lence to be 0.73 per cent while
the second one showed that
one in every 15 individuals, or
6.6 per cent, of people above
the age of 10 years in India,
have been exposed to Sars-
Cov2, the virus that causes
coronavirus disease (Covid-
19), till August.

Chairing a high-level meet-
ing to review the country’s
research and vaccine deploy-
ment ecosystem against the
Covid-19 pandemic, including
testing technologies, contact
tracing, drugs and therapeutics,
the PM also called for contin-
ued vigilance and a high state
of preparedness against the
coronavirus pandemic, the
PMO said in a statement.

Continued on Page 11

help desks

Various programmes will
be organised from gram pan-
chayats to industrial units,
school campuses to govern-
ment offices, from Durga Puja
pandals to Ramlilas to reaffirm
the faith and resolve towards
women power.

The government’s com-
mitment towards safety of
women is also evident from the
fact that pink booths have
already been set up at various
crossings of Lucknow.

Earlier, the government
had made arrangements to
drop working women at their
homes at odd hours.

Besides, women cops have
also been deployed compulso-
rily at all major crossings of
major districts of the state,
including Lucknow, and some
of them can be seen with body-
worn cameras to ensure
women’s safety.

Day 1: A few shows,
fewer cinemagoers

PTI B NEW DELHI

Majority cinema halls in the
national Capital remained
closed on Thursday and a few
that reopened after seven
months of the coronavirus-
induced shutdown attracted
very few audience for the “first
day, first show” in the time of
pandemic.

Some of the theatres that
reopened held special screen-
ings for Covid-19 warriors or
staff members and their fami-
lies.Sushant Singh Rajput’s last
theatrical release Chhichhore,
Kedarnath, Tanhaji, Shubh
Mangal Zyada Saavdhan,
Malang, War and Thappad are
among films that have been re-
released on the big screen
since there are no new releas-
es this week.

PVR Naraina’s first show
was a special screening of

Tapsee Pannu-starrer Thappad
for 40 coronavirus warriors,
including doctors and civil
defence volunteers. The special
screening was organised by

the New Delhi
Magistrate’s office.
Similarly, at PVR Cinema
at 3C’s Mall in Lajpat Nagar, a
special screening of Tanhaji
was organised for the staff
members and their families.
Continued on Page 11
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Don’t drop the guard at this juncture: CM

PNS W LUCKNOW

sking people to stay alert to

the threat of novel coron-
avirus infection, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath said that peo-
ple should not drop their
guards as laxity at this juncture
could prove detrimental.

“The Covid testing has
been intensified and till date
about 1.25 crore tests have
been conducted in the state.
The intensity of testing can be
gauged from the fact that till
September 30 around one crore
tests were carried out but by
October 15 an additional 25
lakh tests were carried out,” the
chief minister said while pre-
siding over a high level Unlock
review meeting at Lok Bhawan
here on Thursday.

Yogi also ordered special
vigilance on Lucknow, Kanpur
Nagar and Varanasi districts.

The chief minister also
said that the surveillance sys-
tem be further strengthened.
“The number of ICU beds in
Covid hospitals should also be
increased regularly and it
should be ensured that the
stocks of medicines and other
items related to the treatment
is available in adequate quan-
tity,” he said.

Referring to the Pradhan
Mantri Swanidhi Yojana, the
chief minister said that more
and more people should ben-
efit from it.

He issued directive to the
Urban Development depart-
ment to call a meeting of the
State Level Banking Committee

Yogi to people:

Launching a social media
campaign with hashtag
‘#HathDhonaRokeCorona’ to
mark World Handwash Day
on Thursday, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath appealed to
the citizens to implement
handwashing to keep away
the spread of infection.

Yogi himself washed
hands before addressing a vir-
tual conference in Lucknow on
Thursday.

Public representatives,
officials and employees of var-
ious departments also washed
their hands in groups to spread
awareness of its importance in
the fight against COVID-19.

“Hand washing seems a
small exercise but it protects a
person from various diseases.
During the pandemic, its
importance has increased even
as our culture always spoke
about regular washing of
hands. Till a vaccine is invent-
ed to cure COVID-19, we
should take precautions and
wash hands regularly,” the
chief minister said in the vir-
tual meeting.

All offices of the Health
department, hospitals, schools,

(SLBC) to facilitate people to
get loans and other services
easily for self-employment.
Keeping in view the safety
of women, the chief minister

Inculcate habit to wash hands

Anganwadi centres and
employees of Panchayati Raj
department participated in
the campaign. The partici-
pants also took a pledge to fol-
low the guidelines to success-
fully defeat coronavirus and its
spread.

Special handwash pro-
grammes were also held at dis-
tricts, blocks and gram pan-
chayats to spread awareness
about handwash in the ongo-
ing fight against coronavirus.

Under the Dastak cam-
paign, ASHA and Anganwadi
workers, school teachers and
members of self-help groups
made groups of 10 houses

directed the officials to estab-
lish women help desks at all the
police stations.

The state government’s
Mission Shakti will continuous-

each and demonstrated the six
stages of handwash.

The importance of wash-
ing hands before eating, after
touching nose, mouth and
eyes, after coughing and sneez-
ing and after using toilets were
also highlighted in the rural
areas.

Directions have been
given to install elbow-operat-
ed taps in washbasins of labour
rooms, health centres and
handwash stations. Besides
proper handwash training,
poster and essay contests,
debate competitions were also
held to spread awareness about
handwash.

ly run between Shardiya
Navratri and Basantik Navratri.
This is a special campaign
focusing on women and girl
child safety and participation of

all the departments, including
the police, is expected.

The chief minister said,
“The state government is com-
mitted to the safety and digni-
ty of women and girls.
During Navratri, special
attention be given on executing
it effectively. During the
campaign, women and girls
should be made aware of the
effective methods of self-
defence”

Yogi also directed all the
district magistrates to ensure
that the Mission Shakti cam-
paign was implemented effec-
tively and to monitor it. He also
asked the nodal officers to
review it.

The chief minister said
that the paddy purchase centres
should operate effectively and
equipment to measure mois-
ture in paddy should be
arranged in these centres so
that the farmers did not face
any problems.

Meanwhile, Additional
Chief Secretary (Health), Amit
Mohan Prasad said 2,636 fresh
coronavirus positive cases were
reported on Thursday while
3,239 COVID-19 patients
recovered in the last 24 hours.
With this, 4,47,383 confirmed
coronavirus cases have been
reported in the state out of
which 4,04,545 have recov-
ered.

Prasad said that UP creat-
ed a record by becoming the
first state in the country to con-
duct 1.25 crore Covid tests. On
Tuesday, 1,54,163 samples were
tested.

CM Yogi orders
payment of
employees dues
before Diwali

PNS B LUCKNOW

With the festival season
approaching, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath has
asked the Finance department
officials to clear the dues of
state employees at the earliest
so that they may celebrate fes-
tivals with fervour.

“The Finance department
should clear pending dues of
state employees before Diwali,”
the chief minister said in a
statement.

The chief minister’s
announcement came against
the backdrop of UP govern-
ment’s decision to announce a
leave travelling concession
(LTC) voucher scheme for the
state employees so that they
could enjoy the coming festi-
vals.

Recently, Yogi had said
that in view of the festivals, the
Central government had decid-
ed to make advance payment
for LTA/LTC to its employees
and the UP government should
also follow it.

“The Finance department
should prepare a similar plan
for the state employees and
look at its feasibility;” the chief
minister said.

On Monday, the Union
government had announced
an LTC cash voucher
scheme and a special festival
advance of Rs 10,000 to all its
employees.
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|  NOTICE

| have changed my name from
Aieak Khan To Ateek Beg in al future
purpose, Aleek Beg Sio Shakes! Beq,
Rio Trilpkipyr, Falehpur

|  NOTICE |

| hereby declared that my wile's cormect
name i5 Mamrata Bhasn while 1t has
been wrongly reconded as her mick
name as Sonia Bhasn in my daughler's
ICSE year 2014 & 13C Year 2016
Statement of Marks & Pass Certificales
Sanjay Kumar Bhasin S Lale Madan
Lal Bhasin

|  NOTICE

To inform fheat | hawve lost my ongicnal
liotmant latter of housa no 5736 Viram
Khand Gomii Nagar Lucknaow consisting
Reg no. O0502525 daled 21/068M5H
Property IO No, 00371147, Hs used will
be Megal, Sanpv Agrwal Sio Late Anani
Prasad Agrwal Rio 29 Chanakya Puni
Minjula Khasara 246 Kharagpur Fandi
Wagar, Ghazipur, Lucknow,

| NOTICE

I, Army Mo, 4189350M Rank Hav, Gyan
Singh Slo Rudrapal Singh, Unit 15
Kumagn Cio 56, APD, hereby deciared
1|‘|a'! mn I1'If|' SENVICE reconds |nM'.‘i;—rtent‘.:,'
the date of bith of my son (Adarsh
Singh) 06.10.2003. While his comect
date of birth of my son 06.08. 2003 may
be recarded in my senice reconds.
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Shivpal rules
out merger
with SP

PNS B LUCKNOW

Pragatisheel Samajwadi Party (Lohia)
president Shivpal Singh Yadav said
that his party would have an alliance
with the Samajwadi Party in the 2022
UP Assembly polls but refused any
move of merger of his party with the SP.

“We will only have a poll alliance
with the SP and not more than that,
he said while talking to media persons
here on Thursday.

Shivpal Yadav also said that if the
SP sought support from him, he would
vote for the SP candidate Prof. Ram
Gopal Yadav in the Rajya Sabha elec-
tion. Shivpal Yadav is a SP MLA in the
UP Assembly. The SP had recently
withdrawn its petition to the Speaker,
seeking disqualification of Shivpal
Yadav from the membership of the
Assembly.

The PSPL founder slammed the
Yogi Adityanath government, saying
that law and order in the state had dete-
riorated and the government had failed
to control the criminals and crime.

He said the PSPL had started
preparing itself for the 2022 Assembly
polls and it would be a big force in the
elections.

BJP leader shoots rival in front of SDM, CO

PNS B LUCKNOW

n a sensational daylight shooting in

Ballia, a Bharatiya Janata Party leader
gunned down his opponent in front of
senior officials before casually walking
away from the spot. After the firing
incident, supporters of both sides
came to a head and the clash between
them left several seriously injured in
Durjanpur hamlet of Rewati in Ballia,

Taking a serious note of the inci-
dent, Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
ordered immediate suspension of the
officers who were present on the scene
but did not react in time.

An order was also issued to initi-
ate criminal proceedings against the
officers if they were found to be part
of a conspiracy. Besides, Yogi
Adityanath also ordered stern action
against the accused.

As per reports, a meeting was con-
vened at the Panchayat Bhawan to set-
tle the issue of allotment of quota for
fair price shops in Durjanpur and
Hanumanganj areas on Thursday
morning. Sub-Divisional Magistrate of
Bairia, Suresh Pal, along with Circle
Officer Chandrakesh Singh, Block
Development Officer Gajendra Pratap
Singh and other officials were present
at the meeting.

Four self-help groups had applied
for the quota but a consensus could not
be reached on allocating shops in
Durjanpur area. It was then decided to

decide the issue through voting
between Maa Sayer Jagdamba SHG and
Shiv Shakti SHG. The officials also
insisted that only those having identi-
ty proof would be allowed to vote.

While one of the groups had IDs,
the other group was without them,
which resulted in a dispute. The offi-
cials claimed that they then cancelled
the meeting and left the venue.

However, eyewitnesses said that the
two parties, one led by BJP leader
Dhirendra Pratap Singh and other by
Jai Prakash Pal, came to a head after the
dispute arose at the meeting venue. The
situation took an ugly turn when
Dhirendra whipped out his licensed
rifle and opened fire, killing Jai Prakash
on the spot.

The eyewitness said that all the offi-
cers silently watched the killing and did
not react when the assailant casually
walked out from the scene of crime.

Later, a clash between the support-
ers of both sides ensued that left sev-
eral injured and they were admitted to
a community health centre in Sonbarsa.

Upon learning of the incident,
senior officers rushed to the spot and
camped there to avert any untoward
incident. After the chief minister acted
tough, several police teams were
formed and efforts were underway to
arrest the assailant.

On the complaint of Jai Prakash’s
brother, a case was registered against
Dhirendra Pratap Singh and his aides

Narendra Pratap Singh, Prayag Singh,
Prabhat Pratap Singh, Yashwant Pratap
Singh, Devendra Pratap Singh,
Amarjeet Yadav, Santosh Yadav at
Rewati police station and efforts were
on to arrest them.

The incident provided ammunition
to the opposition to hit out at the state
government over the deteriorating law
and order situation.

Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav said that those in power were
challenging law and order openly.

“A horrific incident that defied law
and order in Ballia has come to light
where a BJP leader shot and killed a
young man, Jai Prakash Pal, in front of
SDM and CO. The assailant also
escaped after shooting,” the SP posted
on its official Twitter account.

Party spokesperson and MLC Sunil
Singh Sajan said that the government
was being run by criminals and
Thursday’s incident was proof of it.

Former BJP ally and Suheldev
Bhartiya Samaj Party (SBSP) chief
Om Prakash Rajbhar said that there
was no fear of law among criminals in
the state.

“The chief minister should see that
the leaders of opposition are not firing.
This is a leader of the BJP who shot and
killed a youth in public view. In Ballia,
BJP leader Dhirendra Singh shot and
killed a young man in front of a SDM
and CO. There is no fear of law in Uttar
Pradesh,” he posted on Twitter.

[Lovesick man stabs girl, ends his life

PNS W LUCKNOW

lovesick man injured the girl he

loved and committed suicide in
Hardoi while in a shocking incident
reported from Meerut, a man thrashed
his mother to death and seriously
injured his sister after his mother
refused to give him money to buy alco-
hol.

Reports from Hardoi said that
Rajeev, a resident of Behati hamlet in
Kotwali police area, was trying to lure
alocal girl. Rajeev was already married
and also had a son.

After failing to get any response
from the girl, who warned him and
threatened to report against him to the
local police, Rajeev on Thursday inter-
cepted the girl when she was going to

graze her cattle in the morning.

He first brutally stabbed the girl
and when the villagers rushed for her
rescue, he stabbed himself.

Both were taken to hospital where
the doctors pronounced Rajeev dead
while the girl was referred to the
KGMU Trauma Centre. A case was reg-
istered in this regard by the police.

In Meerut, a man who thrashed his
mother to death and seriously injured
his sister after he was refused money
to buy alcohol was said to be released
recently after being arrested in a loot
case.

On Wednesday, Vineet reached
home in an inebriated state and
demanded money from his mother to
buy liquor. When she refused to give
money and scolded him for his drink-

ing habit, a heated argument ensued
between the two leading to a fight.

Vineet picked up a flat iron piece
used to clean cow dung and hit his
mother on the head. When his sister
intervened during the scuffle, he hit her
also, injuring her.

When the neighbours heard the
screams, they rushed to the house but
by that time Vineet had escaped.

The woman and her daughter
were rushed to a hospital in Meerut.

The accused’s mother Reeta died
during the treatment while his sister,
Anjali, is undergoing treatment.

The police said that Vineet had a
criminal record and was sent to jail in
a loot case around five months back.

The incident took place in Bali vil-
lage of Meerut. Police have registered

a case against Vineet on the basis of his
sister’s statement.

Meanwhile, at least eight people
were killed in three road accidents in
the state on Thursday.

In Shamli district, three youths,
including two brothers, were crushed
to death when they were running on
the side of the road under Babri police
station on Shamli-Muzaffarnagar high-
way early Thursday morning.

Police said four youths were run-
ning on the side of the road when some
unidentified vehicle crushed them.
While three died on the spot, one was
critically injured and was admitted to
the hospital. The deceased were iden-
tified as Subham (13) his brother
Sanjeev (26) and Pravesh (16) and the
injured as Sumeet.
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Dalit teen raped and
killed in Barabanki

PNS m LUCKNOW

Aminor Dalit girl was raped
and murdered in
Barabanki while two others
were raped in Auraiya and
Jhansi.

In Barabanki, the semi-
nude body of a minor girl, who
had gone to harvest paddy, was
recovered from another field.
After seeing the body, her fam-
ily members suspected sexual
assault before the girl was done
to death.

As per information, a 15-
year-old girl from a village in
Satrikh police station area went
to the field to harvest paddy on
Wednesday morning. Some
hours later, her semi-nude
body was found in an adjoin-
ing field. The teenager’s arms
and legs were found tied.

On being informed, cops
from Satrikh police rushed to
the spot and sent the body for
autopsy. The police are await-
ing autopsy reports to go ahead
with the investigation.

In Auraiya, a woman was
raped at gunpoint when she
went out to relieve herself in
Bidhuna area on Wednesday.

As per reports, a woman of
Bidhuna area, submitted a writ-
ten complaint at the police sta-

tion that she had gone to
relieve herself in a millet field
near her house on Monday
night when her neighbour,
Sintu, who was armed with a
country-made pistol, cornered
her.

She alleged that Sintu took
her at gunpoint and raped her.

When the victim screamed,
a passer-by, Amit, came to the
spot. However, Sintu threat-
ened them with dire conse-
quences and escaped.

Based on her complaint, a
case was registered and a police
team was formed to track down
the accused.

In Jhansi, a teacher and two
others raped a student in
Mauranipur area of the district
on Wednesday.

The victim had gone to get
a caste certificate from a private
school when a teacher and
two others called her inside a
classroom, locked the room
and gang-raped her.

The police registered a case
and arrested the accused.

In Farrukhabad, a 10-year-
old girl was abducted and
killed when a ransom demand
was not met by her family in
Mohammadabad Kotwali area.
Her body was recovered from
a septic tank on Thursday.
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J\ United India Insurance Co. Ltd.

Regional Office, Arif Chamhers-1, (2nd & 3rd Floor),
Kapoorthala, Aliganj, Lucknow-226024. Ph : 0522-3241167
NOTICE
This is for the information of general public that following & Micro Offices, Kora Jahanabad,
|Manjhanpur, Jalesar, Shergarh, Shishgarh & Majhara Pipar Ehatmali located in the state of
U.P. are being closed with effect from 15.12.2020. The general public is requested to

[ oliadind
nnmnlln«

approach the nearest office of the United India Insurance Company Ltd.

Alternative arrangement being

[P NAME made for policy servicing office
1 Kora DO-3, Kanpur, Gumti Plaza, 118/90, Floor No. 2, Kaushal puri, Kanpur, U.P--
Jahanabad |208012.(Ph)0512-2218677 (E-mail) 082500 @uiic.co.in

2.| Manjhanpur

DO Praygaraj, Ram Mohan Plaza, Master Zuhural hasan Road,
Madhokunj, Katra, Prayagraj, U.P.-211001. (Ph) 0532-2250542, 2250543
(E-mail) 0B0300@uiic.co.in

3.| Jalesar |DO Aligarh, Kuber Adobe, HIG B-96, Swam Jyanli Nagar, Ramghat Road,
Aligarh, U.P.-202001. (Ph) 0571-2740234 (E-mail) 0803000@uiic.co.in
4.| Shergarh |DO Bareilly, RS Tower, 165, Civil Line Station Road, Bareilly, U.P-243001.

(Ph) 0581-2511159 (E-mail) 080500@uiic.co.in

Shishgarh

DO Bareilly, RS Tower, 165, Civil Line Station Road, Bareilly, U.P.-243001.

Enatmali. | (E-mail) 080800@uiic.co.n

5
(Ph) 0581-2511159 (E-mail) 080500@uiic.co.in
6.|Majhara, Pipar|DO-1Kanpur, 15/46 Civil Lines, Kanpur, U.P-208001. (Ph} 0512-2305908

Date : 16.10.2020
IRDAI Regn. No. 545

CIN. U93090TN1938G0I000108
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www.uiic.co.in
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Traders demand unbiased probe into Gonda acid attack

‘Tender Notice No. : 3420202021

E-Tendering Tender Notice

@ NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

Dated: 12.10.2020

Lucknow (PNS): The dramatic arrest of a
youth on charges of throwing acid on three

claimed that Ashish had been stalking the
young girl.

and two constables accompanied the injured
girl to Lucknow.

Divisional Railway Manager (Engineering) / North Central Railway / Prayagraj, for and on behalf of the President of India, invites
the following E-Tenders on prescribed form for the following works up to 13:30 hrs. on 04.11.2020. The details of the tenders are as under:

LE%J

sisters has spelt trouble for Gonda police. Meanwhile, traders in Gonda downed Meanwhile, Ashishs mother, Laxmi | [s.] Tender N Work Approx. Cost Earnest
Not only the victims’ family questioned the  their shutters, terming the arrest of Ashish ~ Chaurasia, said that her son had been set | [N.| No. ikt ofWork(in?) | Money(in?)
Loy A o R s son 1ac ‘
police act in the aftermath of Tuesday nights ~ as a “police measure” to keep the records up and that he was at his sisters place in | [, | 440 | PrayagrajDivision:Raisingandimprovementof Shikohabad Goods shed 3 3
F‘[ : : 7 7 i 3 3 i C Under ADEN/NCR/FZD 2,07,08,859.00 2,53,600.00
attack at Paksa village, local traders too straight. They demanded an impartial Biseswarganj (Bahraich) at the time of the i Skt poshl
TS protested and demanded an unbiased probe into the incident. Local Vyapar incident on Tuesday. She claimed that the | [2.| 111 | Mainpuri:improvementof PF. Surface of goods shed area by released PSC X 3
. .. . . . . . sleepers under ADEN/NCR/FZD 77,06,139.00 1,54,100.00
Wﬂ’l.ﬂ’lﬁﬁ’q\ﬂfﬂ'{ saocupiyd | probeinto the incident. Meanwhile,oneof Mandal general secretary Indal Kumar police picked eight of her family members Gomplation Perlod : (for S.No. 1) 06 Months, (for 5.No. 2) 04 Manthe, _Date of Opaning for all tenders _04.19.2020
whE e s g o the three minor sisters injured in the acid ~ Dubey said that the role of Paraspur police  and called up her son. ‘If my son has done | [ Note:-1. The complete information along with tender document of above E-Tenders are available on website
el S Y ; attack was referred to a Lucknow hospital ~ was suspicious and the incident should be  anything wrong, then he should be pun- | | www.ireps.gov.in. up to 13:30 hrs. on the due date of tender opening i.e. 04.11.2020. 2. Bids other than in the form of E-Bids
U 8 on Wednesday. The police have maintained ~ impartially probed. “An innocent person ished. But if he is framed wrongly, then I will | | shall notbe accepted against above Tenders. For this purpose, venders are required to get themselves registered with IREPS
$ ﬁaﬁ 0 e / wﬁﬂﬁn N . R ) ) website along with Digital Signature Certificates issued by CCA under IT Act-2000. 3. Rates entered into Financial Rate page
that the eldest sister, aged 17, was the tar-  should not be framed for a crime whichhe  hang myself;” she said and stressed that she | | and duly signed digitally shallbe considered. Rates and any other financial entity in any other form/letter head f attached by vendor
get and in the process her two sisters aged ~ did not commit;” he said. wanted to meet the chief minister. A Gonda f,hi" bﬁ;"‘_?lhg_hlalwa)élgnmeg aﬂdhs"'ﬂ" ﬂﬂlf be;""-’»'de"erd- :- féﬂcume"ls being fﬂ:fhed SI:"C’U'C' be signed 2)' “(‘:e Tetnﬁ?f?rf onls
. . . . . . « ody. 9. 15 lender nolice have also Dbeen uploaded on Www.ncr.indianra WBIS.BGV‘[I!. . Lostl o ender
H’éﬂT @ T A ?JMHTHT?[ W\W seven and five years were also hurt. Acting CMS 0£ Gonda District Hospital,  police officer, however,)sald, The charges | | pocument and Earnest Money can only be deposited Online through Intemet Banking or Payment Gateway. 7. In case of any
W WU @ §AE Bl i After the incident, the police nabbeda  Dr Indubala, said, “On the advice of the dis-  levelled by the accused’s mother are base- | | difficulty helpdesk available on the website of IREPS may be approached. 8. Supplier of Goods and / or Services would be a
Hed s val : 1 ident Ashish aft i ini ion, one of irls h: n less. A 1 record, Ashish h subject to GST Act. and Rules as applicable from time to time. 9. The tenderers shall submit a certificate as per ACS 01 of
% % _Eﬁ @2 ﬁﬂ Ej—‘; ocal reSId.e t . SIS .a ter a reported trictadministratio 0 e of the girls has bee €ss. AS per call data eCO d, Ashis ad GCC as given in tender document in standard format, without which their tender may not be considered and shall be
FRITAR| (TATEIGE fiyg)|| encounterin which Ashish suffered a bul-  referred to KGMU in Lucknow for treat-  called the 17-year-old victim a number of | | summarily rejected. 1076/2020 V
9415655040 9415582141 let injury on his leg and is undergoing treat-  ment while two of her sisters are being treat-  times. One of her sisters also mentioned him [{] North Central Railways  www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in [¥] @PRONCR
: ment at Gonda district hospital. The police ~ ed at the district hospital” A sub-inspector ~ in her statement” | H&E y b ye.gov.
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288 more diagnosed with Govid-19

Special teams
to contain
infection

PNS B LUCKNOW

A s many as 288 more per-
sons tested positive for

coronavirus in Lucknow on
Thursday while 384 patients
recovered, taking the number
of recoveries to 53,806. The
death toll in Lucknow is 800
while the number of active
cases 4,285.

The new patients includ-
ed 32 from Gomtinagar, 21
from Ashiyana, 20 from Rae
Bareli road, 19 each from
Indiranagar & Mahanagar, 18
from Madiaon, 16 each from
Alambagh & Chowk, and 10
each from Talkatora, Cantt,

Chinhat & Bazaarkhala.

There were 10 deaths in
the city and three of the
deceased belonged to
Lucknow while the rest came
from Gonda, Farrukhabad,
Hardoi, Mainpuri, Lakhimpur
Kheri and Pratapgarh.

Three Covid patients died
at KGMU and they included a
2-month-old boy from
Akbarpur, a 55-year-old man
from Gonda and an 11-year-
old girl from Lakhimpur
Kheri.

Across the state, 2,728
persons tested positive, includ-
ing 111 in Gorakhpur, 155 in
Varanasi, 140 in Noida, 126 in
Meerut and 65 in Bareilly,
taking the UP tally to 4,47,383.

There were 36 deaths in
the state, including three each
in Kanpur & Varanasi, two
each in Agra, Maharajganj &
Ghazipur, and one each in

Prayagraj, Gorakhpur, Gautam
Buddhnagar, Meerut, Bareilly,

Moradabad, Aligarh,
Saharanpur, Barabanki,
Shahjahanpur, Etawah,
Bulandshahr, Pratapgarh,
Farrukhabad, Pilibhit,
Bahraich, Rae Bareli, Jalaun,
Auraiyya, Sambhal and

Bhadohi, taking the toll to
6,543. Besides, 3,239 patients
recovered across the state tak-
ing the total figure to 4,04,545
while there are 36295 active
cases in the state.

Meanwhile, special sur-
veillance teams are being
formed in Lucknow for con-
tainment of coronavirus and
they will be pressed into ser-
vice shortly. The teams will be
consisting of workers who
have been a part of pulse
polio campaign.

A senior official at the
CMO office said: “These

workers are aware of every
household in their respective
areas and it will help us get
better information of every
family after which we can eas-
ily shift Covid-19 patients to
hospitals, in case of complica-
tions,” he said. The previous
teams will be discontinued to
prevent duplicacy.

“There will be 600 special
surveillance teams in urban
and 300 in rural areas. We will
obtain the names of all those
who will be a part of the
teams shortly. We are short of
manpower for 60 teams and
we will talk to the district
administration to get the
same,” he said, adding that
rapid response teams would
function along with these
teams.

Currently, 25 per cent of
those testing positive for coro-
navirus are senior citizens.

“We are strengthening our
surveillance activities and
household teams are also
being trained to keep an eye
on patients in home isolation,”
he said. He pointed out that
leaving aside Aliganj and
Alambagh, all other areas have
less than 50 cases.

On whether 56 ambu-
lances were sufficient, he nod-
ded in the affirmative, saying
it takes 30-40 minutes by an
ambulance to drop a patient to
a hospital. The official insist-
ed they were in a better posi-
tion as far as the critical cases
were concerned and the mor-
tality rate in the district had
come down to 1.3 per cent.

However, he sounded a
warning of sorts to those say-
ing Lucknow would soon be
Covid-free. “Coronavirus is
here to stay till the vaccine
arrives,” he asserted.

Stress on washing hands properly

PNS B LUCKNOW

istrict Magistrate Abhishek

Prakash washed his hands
at his camp office on Global
Handwash Day and appealed
to people to join the campaign.
“We should take a pledge to
wash our hands following the
24-second protocol for per-
sonal sanitisation. It will help
in prevention of communica-
ble diseases, especially Covid-
19 in the current times, he
said.

The DM also inspected a
multiplex in Gomtinagar. He
took stock of the ticket window,
food court and cinema hall and
issued directions for proper
screened of visitors. “Viewers
have to be a seat apart in cin-
ema halls while only pre-
packed food will be allowed at
the food court,” he said.

On the occasion of Global
Handwash Day, Dr Vinod Jain

DM inspecting a multiplex on Thursday
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of KGMU carried out an online
awareness programme for IT
College in which he said that
there would be a decrease of
23-40 per cent in diarrhoea
cases, 58 per cent in stomach
diseases and 16-17 per cent in
respiratory cases by only wash-
ing hands. He said handwash-
ing was important before, while
and after cooking, before and

after eating food, before serv-
ing food, after touching any
dirty object and after returning
from market. He added that
one should take 40-60 seconds
while washing hands with
water and 15-20 seconds while
cleaning hands with sanitisers.
Over 50 students of IT College
participated in the awareness
exercise.

Pushed off mobike hy
hushand, woman dies

Lucknow (PNS): A man pushed
his wife off the bike which he
was driving driving in
Mohanlalganj causing her griev-
ous injuries, to which she suc-
cumbed on Thursday. Her
brother lodged a case in this
connection and the police
booked the accused.

Reshma of Sisendi in
Mohanlalganj was married to
Sheebu of Shekhpur in
Saadatganj police station area
since 12 years and the couple
had three children. However,
difference cropped up between
the two few months back and
Reshma moved to her parents’
house in Sisendi. Two days
back, Sheebu called Reshma’s
brother Mohammed Suleman
Khan and threatened to give
triple talaq to her. Reshma’s
family was scared and started

making efforts to started mak-
ing efforts for a patch-up
between the couple. Following
their initiative, Sheebu agreed to
bring back Reshma from her
house in Sisendi and he reached
there on Thursday morning.
As their younger son
Zeeshan was unwell, Reshma
asked Sheebu to consult a doc-
tor. On the way, Reshma and
Sheebu had a verbal spat and in
a fit of rage, he pushed her off
the bike. She suffered serious
injuries and Sheebu called
Suleman to inform him about
the incident. Reshma was later
rushed to a hospital but she was
referred to KGMU Trauma
Centre but she succumbed to
injuries before she could be
shifted there. Suleman lodged a
case against Sheebu as Zeeshan
narrated the sequence of events.
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UPSEE: Neurological 1ssue
no deterrent for this topper

PNS B LUCKNOW

is grit can be measured

from the fact that even
though he was suffering from
a neurological problem, he
not only appeared for UPSEE
but also aced it. Sanyam
Saxena from Moradabad will
visit Delhi shortly for treat-
ment of swelling in brain.

Sanyam Saxena topped
UPSEE-2020, securing 93.34
per cent marks (BTech) while
Akash Sinha from Varanasi
who stood second, followed by
Jay Kumar Thakur from
Prayagraj who secured third
spot. The results were declared
by AKTU on Thursday. Vice-
Chancellor VK Pathak said the
results were declared in record
time even though it was a chal-
lenge to conduct the exams
under the shadow if coron-
avirus. He said the pass per-
centage was 91.78.

Calm and composed,
Sanyam said although he
topped UPSEE, his health
issue impacted his perfor-
mance in JEE-Advanced in
which he secured 872nd
rank. The exam was held one
week after UPSEE.

Swelling in his brain
makes his head heavy and he
finds it difficult to focus. “I
had treatment for three
months but the problem
recurred. It was difficult to
concentrate on studies. I am
now going to Delhi for prop-
er diagnosis and treatment;” he
said.

Luckily for him, he had
already achieved 169th rank in
JEE-Mains which helped him
because he aspires to go to
IISC-Bangalore where the cut
off is 220. He said it was dif-
ficult for him to sit for three
hours in UPSEE.

“When I appeared for JEE-
Advanced for six hours, I was

exhausted and it reflected in
my ranking,” he said

Sanyam said his success
mantra was consistency and
planning. “I focused on each
and every subject be it Physics,
Chemistry or Mathematics.
“I was consistent in my
approach and studied for two
years as I wanted to clear the
exams in first attempt,” he
said.

“As many as 1,60,610 can-
didates had registered for the
exams while 1,34,050 turned
up and 1,23,027 were suc-
cessful, including 31,614 girls,
91,411 boys and two trans-
genders,” he said.

Other rank-holders
included Virhad Anand
Srivastava from Gorakhpur
(4th), Arush Pratap from
Moradabad (5th), Anbhiraj
Khare from Jhansi (6th),
Vedang Rungta (7th), Sameer
Pandey (8th), Rishabh Dev
Kunwar from Gorakhpur (9th)
and Harshit Jain from Delhi
(10th).

The top five spots in
Lucknow for BTech were

grabbed

by  Shivesh
Chaturvedi (13th), Abu
Shahid (19th), Mohammed
Atir Nadim (41st), Prakhar
Shukla (46th) and Anubha
Tripathi (57th).

The top 100 rank-holders
include 95 boys and five girls.
Anushka Tyagi from
Ghaziabad topped amongst
girls (BTech) course with a
rank of 43, followed by
Vemparala Lakshmi Pravallika
(45th), Harshita Varshney
from Noida (54th) rank and

Anubha Tripathi from
Lucknow (57th).
In BPharma, Riddhi

Singhal from Muzaffarnagar
topped with 85.34 per cent
marks while in BArch, Ayushi
Patwari from Delhi topped
with 79.67 per cent marks.
Gaurav Govil from Lucknow
topped in MBA with 85 per
cent marks while Harshit
Oman from Kanpur topped in
MCA with 79 per cent marks.
The counselling will take place
from October 19 onwards and
the total number of seats is
1,35,597.

Bypoll nominations
gain momentum

PNS B LUCKNOW

The nomination process for
the bypolls to seven Uttar
Pradesh Assembly seats gained
momentum with 36 candi-
dates filing their papers on
Thursday.

With this, the total number
of candidates in the fray has
gone up to 68.

Friday is the last day for fil-
ing nomination papers for the
bypolls. Scrutiny of papers will
be done on October 17 and
candidates can withdraw nom-
inations till October 19. Polling
in these constituencies is sched-
uled on November 3 and the
results will be declared on
November 10.

An Election Commission
spokesman said in Lucknow on
Thursday that the highest
number of nominations were
for Deoria seat where 14 can-

didates filed their papers. In
Malhani (Jaunpur) 12 candi-
dates have filed papers and in
Naugawan Sadat constituency
11 candidates have jumped
into the fray.

Besides, nine candidates
have filed their papers from
Bangarmau (Unnao) con-
stituency, eight each for
Ghatampur (Kanpur) and
Tundla (Aligarh) seats while
the lowest number of six nom-
inations have been filed for
Bulandshahr seat.

All four prominent parties
— Bharatiya Janata Party,
Samajwadi Party, Congress and
Bahujan Samaj party — have
announced their candidates
and most of them have filed
their papers.

Of the seven seats, only
Malhani seat of Jaunpur was
with the SP, while the rest
were with the ruling BJP

Parag booth manager
found hanging

PNS B LUCKNOW

Manager of a Parag booth
at the Irrigation depart-

ment head office gate under
Hussainganj police station
area was found hanging on
Thursday. Police said he com-
mitted suicide. The deceased
was identified as Amar Yadav
(32). He was unmarried. His
father Ram Swaroop Yadav is
employed as driver in the
Irrigation department and
the Parag Dbooth is
located at the gate number 1
of the department’s head
office.

Reports said Amar was
found hanging from the ceil-

ing inside the booth with a
rope tied around his neck
around 6 am on Thursday.
The incident came to light
when an employee reached
the booth. Police said Amar
used to stay at the booth.
Police sent the body for
autopsy and started further
investigation.

Meanwhile, a 17-year-old
boy was found hanging from
a tree in a mango grove in
Daravnagar of Banthra on
Thursday. He was spotted by
villagers who had gone there
to relieve themselves in the
morning. Police sent the body
for autopsy and started fur-
ther investigation.

Preparations underway at a temple in Shastrinagar ahead of Navratri

Man caught in the act

with lover by wife

PNS B LUCKNOW

Awoman allegedly caught her hus-
band in a compromising position
with another woman at a house in
Aliganj. She called police who detained
the accused. As per reports, the woman,
who is a native of Kanpur, was married
to Naveen Tiwari, who allegedly had an
extra-marital affair with another
woman. The relation between the cou-

ple soured over the issue and Naveen
started living with the other woman.

However, she started keeping a tab
on Naveen and finally found him at a
house in Shivlok Colony in Aliganj.
Later, she, along with her family mem-
bers, reached there and caught Naveen
red-handed with his lover. Naveen was
roughed up and then handed over to the
police. Naveen is a native of Auraiyya
and works as a contractor.

Leopard scare on SGPGI campus

Lucknow (PNS): Locals claimed to
have spotted a stray leopard on SGPGI
campus on Thursday. However, the
Forest department found pug marks of
hyena after extensive combing.
According to forester Shankar Singh,

mal again.

local residents claimed that they spot-
ted the leopard near the football ground
of SGPGI. He said he left his contact
number with the residents asking them
to contact him in case they spot the ani-

Religious leaders urge people to avoid gatherings

PNS B LUCKNOW

eligious leaders came together

to urge everyone to practice
restraint due to Covid pandemic
and celebrate festivals at home this
year. In a webinar organised by
UNICEF on Thursday, religious
leaders from across Uttar Pradesh
appealed to people to follow all
precautions to prevent the spread
of coronavirus infections this fes-
tival season.

Additional Chief Secretary
(Health and Family Welfare) Amit
Mohan Prasad said, “Government
is working hard to check the

spread of coronavirus. We hope the
appeal by religious leaders will
motivate people to stay indoors
and ensure all precautions.”

Mahant Devyagiri from
Mankameshwar Math said, “We
worship girls as deities during
Navratri but don’t respect them
otherwise. Let us pledge to respect
girls this year”

Imam, Aishbagh Eidgah,
Maulana Khalid Rasheed Farangi
Mahali urged people to celebrate
Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi at home this
year. “Please offer namaz at home
and follow all safety measures.
Take special care of the elderly,

children and pregnant women,” he
said.

Acharya Munna Shri Mali
from Ma Lalita Devi Mandir
Naimisharanya said, “Celebrate
Navratri in a different way this
year. Order clothes, puja material
and other stuff online and refrain
from going to markets.”

Tek Narayan Upadhyaya from
Kashi Vishwanath temple in
Varanasi said, “For kanya pujan,
please make separate packets of
raw grains and donate to girls
whose parents have lost their jobs
due to the pandemic or those who
are orphans.”

Father Varghese Kunnath from
Agra also echoed the same senti-
ment. “Become Santa Claus for
those who have lost their jobs dur-
ing this pandemic and do not
indulge in any grand celebrations
this Christmas,” he said,

Kamal Nayan Das Maharaj
from Ayodhya also urged people to
avoid any processions and gather-
ings. Mahant Yogi Mithilesh Nath
from Devipatan and Digambar
Radhey Shyam from Ma
Alopshankari Shaktipeeth in
Prayagraj appealed to people to fol-
low social distancing and use
masks while going out.

Notification No. 91/2020 .
It is notified for the information of the general public that Puja Special Express Trains ol
will be operational from 20.10.2020 to 30.11.2020 as under:- %

PUJA SPECIAL EXP.
05115/05116 CHHAPRA-DELHI-CHHAPRA PUJA SPECIAL EXP,| 16.25 | 16.35 Bhopal Jn. 07.10 | 07.20
Train No.- 05115 Ex. Chhapra from 24.10.2020 to 18.10 [18.15 Itarsi Jn. 05.05 |05.10
28.11.2020 on every Saturday (Weekly) 20.57 [21.00 | KhandwaJn. | 02.30 [02.35
Train No.- 05116 Ex. Delhi from 25.10.2020 to 29.11.2020 | 22 50 | 2255 Bhusaval Jn. 23.20 123.25
on every Sunday (Weekly) 01.07 [01.10 | ManmadJn. | 20.37 |20.40
05115 Station 05116 02.07 |02.10 Nasik Road 19.20 [19.25
Arr. | Dep. Arr. | Dep. | 05.00 |05.03 Kalyan Jn. 16.30 |16.33
- [ 1115 Chhapra 1320 - 06.15 | - |ChhatrapatiShivajii - [15.30
12.23 | 12.28 Ballia 11.53 | 11.58 Maharaj Terminus
13.13 | 13.15 Yusufpur 10.48 | 10.50 =
Egg 12:3 gazi?:rc‘:ty éggg ;gg? g?al;i_?ﬁz?‘%sgg}:cr;eSGenerator Car-2, General 2nd
: A unriharJn. ; ;
15.13 | 15.15 Dobhi 09.06 | 09.08 "51Eﬂﬁoﬂﬁgﬁﬂ'mﬂwmﬂﬂﬂzﬂ?‘;‘Eﬁoﬂm
15.23 | 15.25 Kerakat 08.57 | 08.59 02.12.2020 on every Wednesday (Weekly)
16.15 | 1640 | JaunpurJn. | 08.05)08.30 Train No.- 05120 Ex. Manduadih from 24.10.2020 to
17.10 | 17.15 Shahganj Jn. 07.10 | 07.15 29.11.2020 on every Sunday (Weekly)
17.54 | 17.56 Akbarpur 06.13 | 06.15 05120 Station 05119
18.55 | 19.00 Faizabad Jn. 05.00 | 05.05 Arr. Dep. Arr. Dep_
22.25 | 22.35 | LucknowJn. (NR) [ 01.55 | 02.05 = 21.00 Manduadih 04.45| -
00.56 | 00.58 Hardoi 00.13 | 00.15 | 21.48 | 21.50 | GyanpurRoad |02.48|02.50
. 02.53 | 02.55 | Shahjahanpur |23.15(23.17 [ 00.05 | 00.25 Prayagraj Jn. 01.05 | 01.30
Pioneer | | 04.56 | 04.58 Aonla 19.53 | 19.55 | 03.35 [ 03.45 SatnaJn. 20.15 | 20.25
06.05 | 06.10 Chandausi Jn. 18.52 | 19.00 04.55 | 05.00 Katni Jn. 18.30 | 18.35
07.55 | 08.03 Moradabad Jn. |17.10 |17.20 |gg.25 | 06.35 JabalpurJn. 17.10[17.15
08.33 | 08.35 Amhora 16.28 | 16.30 71035 | 10.45 Itarsi Jn. 13.40 | 13.50
09.36 | 09.38 HapurJn. 15.28 | 15.30 15.15 | 15.20 NagpurJn. 07.40 | 07.45
10.27 | 10.29 Ghaziabad Jn. 14.52 | 14.54 ["1519 [ 16.21 SawagramJn. | 06.12 | 06.13
10.51 | 10.53 DelhiSh'ahdara 14.14114.16 4757 | 18.00 ChandrapurJn. | 04.28 | 04.29

o Corpemiion “OS.AD 2. Sererd 577 Cosert; | 108 | 10.10 | Balharshah Jn, [04.05 {0410

Sleeper-7. AGI-1. AC-II2 = 20 Coaches | 19:59'| 20.00 Kags::z‘:";;ar 02101 02.11
02581/02582 ;ﬂuﬁ'}‘ﬂs‘{,@%{l‘;ﬁg‘;‘ﬁ%ﬁ'-mNﬂUﬁﬂlﬂ 2049 | 2050 | Ramgundam | 01.09 | 01.10
Train No.- 02581 Ex. Mandua.dih 22.58 | 23.00 Warangal 23.40 | 23.45
from 20.10.2020 to 30.11.2020 Daily 02.40 | 02.45 Vijaywada Jn. 20.00 [ 20.10
fm:.-ar?g.ru?iu%st?n?i;ggzooggily 03.16 | 03.18 TenaliJn. 18.28 | 18.30
02581 - 02582 04.41 | 04.43 Ongole 17.28 | 17.30
Arr. | Dep. Station Arr. | Dep. | 0617 [06.19 Nellore 16.04 | 16.05
- 22.30 Manduadih .10 - 07.43 | 07.45 GudifrJn. 15.33 | 15.35
2331 | 23.33 | GyanpurRoad |09.21 |09.23 10.30 | 10.50 | ChennaiEgmore | 12.35| 12.55
04.10 | 04.15 KanpurCentral 04.35 | 04.40 13.30 1345 VillupuramJn. 09.55 | 10.00
11.30 | 11.32 Ghaziabad Jn. 23.14 | 23.16 14.32 | 14.33 |Cuddalore PortJn. | 08.34 | 08.35
12.15 = New Delhi = 22 35 15.03 | 15.05 Chidambaram 07.59 | 08.00
Rake Composition - Generator Car-2, General 2nd Class-4,| 15.24 | 15.25 Sirkazhi 07.39 | 07.40
Sleeper-9, AC-II-1, AC-| cum II-1, AC-III-5 = 22 Coaches 15.48 | 15.50 | MayiladuturaiJn. | 07.13|07.15
WS AL, [ 102 Tos0| ramaronn |50 o
Train No.- 05101 Ex. Chhapra from 20.10.2020 to - : : - :
24.11.2020 on every Tuesday (Weekly) 18.30 | 18.35 | Tiruchchirappalli | 04.25 | 04.30
Train No.- 05102 Ex. Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus Jn.
from 23.10.2020 to 27.11.2020 on every Friday (Weekly) -
05101 : 05102 19.23 | 19.25 Pudukkottai 02.56 | 02.57
AfL.. | DD, Station Arr. | Dep, | 2034|2035 | KaraikkudiJn. |02.24]02.25
= 2115 Chhapra 04.40 = 20.41 | 20.42 | DevakottaiRoad | 02.02 | 02.03
22.05 | 22.10 Siwan 03.00| 03.05 1.21.38 | 21.40 | ManamaduraiJn. | 00.55 | 01.00
2315] 23.20 | DeoriaSadar | 01.39| 01.41 | 22:34 | 22.35 | Ramanathapuram | 23.55 | 23.57
00.30 | 00.40 | GorakhpurJn. | 00.45|00.55 | 0045 | - | Rameswaram | - [23.00
03.10 | 03.15 GondaJn. 21.45] 21.50 Please |:|ote - The:.sa trains‘ will run with full reserved
05.27 | 05.30 | Badshahnagar | 19.42| 19.45 |accommodation. « It is mandatory for the passengers to
06.10 | 06.25 Aishbagh 19.15| 19.25 fgga\g tr:eg guidelines issued for prevention and safety from
07.50 | 08.00 KanpurC'entral 17.15| 17.20 CPRO/T-24 Chief Passenger Traffic Manager/Gorakhpur
09.55 | 09.57 Orai 13.05| 13.07 [ About any passenger amenity complaint SMS on Mob. No.: 09794845955
11.45 | 11.55 JhansiJn. 11.35| 11.45
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157 COVID-19 patients found

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M VARANASI

s many as 157 new

COVID-19  positive
patients have been detected in
the district here on Thursday,
increasing the total number of
cases to 15,515. The day saw
one more death, increasing
the toll to 250. During the day,
the follow-up negative reports
included 167 patients and all of
them were recovered from
home isolation, increasing the
number to 11,365 as none of
the patients has been dis-
charged from any of the hospi-
tals and the number of cured
patients has remained at 2,769.
The total number of patients
who have been recovered so far
is 14,134, leaving 1,131 active
patients. The recovery rate has
slightly improved to 91.09 per
cent and mortality rate to 1.61

per cent.

Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) Dr VB Singh has
appealed to all corona patients
living in home isolation to
keep pulse oximeters in view to
check their oxygen levels reg-
ularly. ‘If the oxygen level is
more than 95, then there is no
need of worry but if it comes
down between 90 and 94, then
one should contact Covid
Command Control Centre or
a doctor immediately; he said,
adding that decline in oxygen
level can increase discomfort
and may also lead to hospital-
isation. He further said if there
is constant pain and heaviness
in chest, mental confusion,
troubles in speaking, weak-
ness in face or any part of the
body and blueness on lips and
face, one should contact a doc-
tor According to him, the

most common effect of corona
is on the lungs. In COVID-19
cases, patients may have to
breathe frequently and feel
tired. For this, it is important
to pay special attention to one’s
food and exercise daily in the
morning.

In the first report of the
day, 103 positive patients were
found out of 3,739 reports
received. Till then, the total test
reports received were 2,67,388
and the results of 1,570 are
awaited. Out of them, 2,51,927
were negative, while 15,461
positive. The total number of
samples collected was 2,83,376.
Earlier, a male aged 63 from
Nati Imli succumbed to COV-
VID-19 at Sir Sundarlal
Hospital (SSH), Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) while a male
(62) from Kadipur (Shivpur)
died at Pandit Deendayal

Upadhyay (DDU) Hospital.
With the addition of eight new
red zones, the total number of
hotspots has increased to 2,199
including 266 red zones. Two
green zones have been convert-
ed into red zones again. There
are 1,933 green zones with 18
new ones.

Under ongoing mass/
group antigen tests, 11 persons
out of 460 tests were detected
positive at Shree Shiv Prasad
Gupta (SSPG) Hospital,
Kabirchaura while four out of
430 at adjacent Government
Women’s Hospital, three out of
107 at CHC Shivpur and three
out of 439 at SSH BHU.
However, all the 125 tests at
Swami Vivekanand
Government Hospital,
Bhelupur and 175 at LBS
Hospital, Ramnagar were
found negative.

Lacklustre reopening of_ mul

..
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It was a lacklustre reopening
of multiplexes, cineflexes and
cinema halls as only a few cine
lovers turned out there to
watch the movies on big
screens. Many of the lovers are
waiting anxiously since long
but even after the reopening of
theatres, they were not seen in
hurry. There were many rea-
sons for this thin attendance
and the biggest one was the
absence of any new releases of
Bollywood/  Hollywood
movies. Though many multi-
plexes are hopeful that the
number of cine fans would
increase from Friday as in
India, majority of Bollywood
movies are released on the day
but yet they are not very enthu-
siastic because the impacts of
worldwide coronavirus pan-
demic was also seen on the pro-
duction of movies and even
some films which are ready for
their releases, their producers
and distributors are doubtful of
getting favourable conditions
and the same may financially
hit them badly.

<

A cine fan being thermal scanned before entry to PVR multiplex
in Varanasi on Thursday

Pioneer

However, they feel that if
the situation continues improv-
ing, the condition will be
changed after a couple of days
when the festive season starts
with the beginning of Shardiya
Navratra.

Many are hopeful that by
the festival of Deepawali, the
cinema halls would start seeing
similar enthusiasm among the
fans as it was seen prior to
March 22 last. Though the

nationwide lockdown was
imposed on March 25, like
some cities of UP, the lockdown
in Varanasi began since March
22, the day which was observed
as ‘Janata Curfew’.

Many are doubtful because
they feel that in absence of
good new movies and COVID-
19 restrictions, it will take
some more months in revival
of the condition. After getting
the information from the state

tiplexes

government regarding reopen-
ing of the halls from October
15, most of multiplexes and
others has started their prepa-
rations by making changes in
seating arrangements in view to
maintain social distancing. As
per the guidelines, these mul-
tiplexes and others can only be
opened with maximum 50 per
cent tickets sale.

In connection with the
reopening, most of the halls
have started their preparations
of making seating arrange-
ments as per the guidelines and
sanitising the entire premises
but in absence of new movies,
they just reopened by screen-
ing some old movies.

In absence of fans, many
have decided to curtail the
number of shows as it will take
time when the fans would
understand all the guidelines
including only online ticket
booking, compulsory wearing
of masks, thermal scanning,
sale of only packed food, instal-
lation of sanitiser tunnels and
recording of names, addresses
and mobile numbers of all
fans in view to contact tracing
etc.

BHU prof invents u
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n a good news particularly

for the field of chemical edu-
cation, Dr Vishal Mishra,
Assistant Professor, School of
Bio-Chemical Engineering,
Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT), Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) has made an
invention of the ‘Ultra-violet
(UV) fluorescent ink’ from
waste bacterial culture media.
This work has been filed for the
Indian patent as it is beneficial
for the education system and
fighting against the counterfeit-
ing market.

Every waste has some
potential but it gets spoiled use-
lessly all around the world due
to the lack of knowledge and
awareness about its potential
benefits. The bacterial culture

media are very common low-
cost reagents but are widely
used in biochemistry, molecu-
lar and microbiology labs to
support the growth of microor-
ganisms, Dr Mishra informed.

Using the ‘Green chem-
istry’ approach we have suc-
ceeded in inventing ultra-vio-
let (UV) fluorescent ink from
waste bacterial culture media,
he informed and adds, ‘By
using very easy three steps of
the laboratory procedures, we
have recycled the waste bacte-
rial culture media for making
UV fluorescent ink.

‘When this ink is used on
paper, it is not visible in day-
light but becomes clearly visi-
ble when exposed to a certain
wavelength of the UV light due
to the blue fluorescence of the
ink. Even low-cost, handheld,

battery operated UV lamps of
low power (4 watt) can be used
to see this hidden ink on the
paper. This UV fluorescent
ink can be used in high school
science practical and science
exhibitions for various class-
room demonstrations in the
field of chemical education”, Dr
Mishra informed further.

This demonstrations based
work has got accepted in the
Journal of Chemical
Educations, ACS and soon it
will be available online after
publication. In our lab, further
research is going on where we
are working on another appli-
cation as security ink in the tags
of various valuable items, on
the bank cheques, and certifi-
cates, etc to authenticate the
originality of the product, he
says.

tra-violet fluorescent ink

Recycling the huge amount
of waste bacterial media gener-
ated from the various laborato-
ries and industries will produce
the most inexpensive UV flu-
orescent material in the bulk.
Through such waste recycling
at a broader-scale, we can save
the environment from chemi-
cal pollution. From teaching
material to market products
(anti-counterfeiting technolo-
gy) this ink has various appli-
cations and advantages like
inexpensive, easily available
and non-toxic material, he
informed.

This work has been filed
for Indian patent. This work
will have a positive impact on
humanity due to its benefits to
the education system and fight-
ing against the counterfeiting
market, Dr Mishra claimed.

Seed production training inaugurated
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minent scientist and

Chairman of Foundation
for  Advancement  of
Agriculture and Rural
Development (FAARD) Prof
Panjab Singh inaugurated
three-day training in advanced
seed production at Seminar
Hall, Institute of Agricultural
Sciences, Banaras Hindu
University (IAS-BHU) here on
Thursday under the Biotech
Farmer Project sponsored by
the Department of
Biotechnology, Government of
India. The programme is being
conducted under the joint aus-
pices of the Indian Institute of
Vegetable Research (IIVR-
Varanasi), a non-government
organisation FAARD and
Indian Agricultural Research
Council (ICAR-New Delhi).

Prof Singh, who is also
Chancellor of Rani Laxmi Bai
Central Agricultural University,
Jhansi and former BHU Vice-
Chancellor, said that trained
farmers should also train oth-
ers in advanced seed produc-
tion. According to him, in four
districts of Purvanchal (eastern
UP) including Chandauli,
Sonbhadra, Varanasi and
Ghazipur, some villages would
be identified and developed as
model villages. A roadmap for
agricultural development will
soon be made for Purvanchal,
so that these backward areas

can become self-reliant. He
said that training programmes
like fishery, goat rearing etc.
will also be organised in future.
In this training programme,
five farmers each from select-
ed districts of Sonbhadra and
Chandauli by NITI Aayog and
an equal number from non-
aspirational districts of
Varanasi and Ghazipur have
been selected for this training
programme.

The coordinator of the
programme is Prof PK Singh of
Genetics and Plant Breeding
Department, IAS-BHU. The
detailed description of the pur-
pose and participants of the
training programme was given
by the former Dean of the IAS-
BHU Prof Rishi Muni Singh. In
the programme, former IAS-
BHU Director Prof Shivraj
Singh said that farmers would
gain technical knowledge
through training which would
help them to connect them-
selves with their farming work
as well as employment. Quality
seed is a major problem facing
farmers today and if the farm-
ers produce advanced seed in
their own fields, then other
farmers can get inspiration to
overcome the problem. IAS-
BHU Director Prof Ramesh
Chandra welcomed the partic-
ipants while it was conducted
by Prof PK Singh, who also
proposed the vote of thanks at
last. Dean of the Agriculture

Faculty, IAS-BHU, Prof AP
Singh, FAARD Trustee Dr
Umesh Singh and others were
also present.

WEAVERS AGAIN GO
ON STRIKE: Blaming the
state government for disobey-
ing its promise, the weavers
once again went on an indefi-
nite strike on Thursday reiter-
ating their demand of the
restoration of the monthly flat
rate or fixed rate electricity bill.

When the weavers had
gone on strike by suspending
all sorts of weaving in the
month of August, the state
government had assured that
the electricity tariff by the
month of July would be
charged from them at the old
flat rate system. And after the
assurance by the government,
the weavers had called off the
strike but more than two
months have passed, the gov-
ernment did not take any ini-
tiative to materialise its
promise, the agitated weavers
said adding, so, they would
have to go on an indefinite
strike once again as they have
no option except it. The
weavers also staged a protest in
Badi Bazar and other areas by
suspending all sorts of weaving.

As per new arrangement,
the state government is realis-
ing the electricity tariff from
the powerloom weavers as per
electricity meters withdraw-
ing the old flat rate subsidy. As

per the old flat rate subsidy sys-
tem, the weavers were to pay ¥
145 for each powerloom but
under the new arrangement,
they will have to pay per unit
electricity every month.

If the government realises
that ¥ 145 monthly bill for each
powerloom was very little, it
could increase it and they are
ready to pay as per but the sub-
sidized rate should continue to
survive the weaving, they said
and reiterated their demand of
the restoration of the old flat
rate system. Akhtar and many
others joined the protest in
Badi Bazar.

INSPECTION: In view of
continuation of traffic jam sit-
uation, Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) MLC Ashok Dhawan,
along with senior Varanasi
Nagar Nigam (VNN) officers
including Municipal
Commissioner Gaurang Rathi
apart from presidents of
Khadya Vyapar Mandal and
Kashi Kagaj Vyavasayi Samiti
Navratna Rathi and Gauri
Shankar Nevar respectively
inspected all the possible sites
for parking between Maidagin
and Godowlia here on
Wednesday. During their
inspection, they found that
there was traffic jams like sit-
uation in the wholesale markets
of silk, sarees and jewellery
where the traders were facing
a lot of inconveniences in
absence of parking sites

162 more test posit
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early five days later, there

has been some increase in
the number of corona infec-
tions, but the situation seems to
be under control. On
Wednesday night, 162 new
Covid patients along with rail-
way engineers, a doctor from
SRN, tested positive.. At the
same time, 175 infected
patients defeated Corona. Two
days later a patient died during
treatment in the district.

According to CMO Dr GS
Bajpai, 21,784 people have
become infected with corona
infection along with 162 new
infected people in the district.
At the same time 175 patients
were also free from Covid
infection. The percentage of
people recovering in the district
is increasing every day. So far
5,058 people have been dis-
charged from hospitals. At the
same time 14,699 people have
completed home isolation.

According to the CMO,
1,747 patients are active in the
district. At the same time a total
of 246 patients are admitted in
various Covid hospitals and
Covid care centres. Most of
them 80 patients are admitted
to L3 SRN Hospital and are
being treated for corona infec-
tion.

According to Nodal Officer
for Corona Dr Rishi Sahai, the
list of infected on Wednesday
included a junior doctor of
SRN, four other employees
including a railway section
engineer, two nurses of a pri-
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vate Covid hospital, an assistant
loco pilot, Lalatara Meja SBI
branch personnel. At the
same time, the manager in
PNB, an inspector of CISE
technician of a private hospital,
clerk of Roadways Rajapur, an
engineer of PWD, VDO of
Dhanupur etc have also been
infected.

Meanwhile, preparations
are now underway to start
OPD at Swaroop Rani Nehru
Hospital. Here the OPDs of all
departments will be operated as
before and those who do not
have corona will also be treat-
ed. The general OPD of this
hospital was closed ever since
the coronavirus infection

spread. The reason is that this
hospital has been made a Level-
3 Covid Hospital.

The number of corona
patients is now coming down
significantly. This represents
the success of the efforts of the
Health department and the
administrative team. So now
most of the arrangements are
being operated as before. After
the control of the corona,
preparations have been started
to activate the hospitals too.
After getting permission from
the government, now the
administration is preparing to
start general OPD in SRN
Hospital.

Dr SP Singh, Principal of

Motilal Nehru Medical College
said that, all the state-of-the-art
facilities are available in the
new 220-bed Covid Hospital
built in the hospital premises.
It has been launched online by
the Chief Minister recently.
Corona patients coming to
SRN will now be admitted to
this new hospital. Corona
patients who are already admit-
ted will be shifted to the new
hospital. With the introduction
of OPD, not only Prayagraj but
also patients coming from
other districts including
Pratapgarh, Kaushambi,
Fatehpur, Chitrakoot, Banda,
Jaunpur will get relief, added
Dr SP Singh.

Govt begins preparations to
keep corona vaccines safe

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M ALLAHABAD

Although the vaccines for
coronavirus are yet to be
made but the government has
begun preparations to keep it
safe. From the government
level, the Health department
has asked for complete infor-
mation about the projected
requirement of the vaccine,
the procedure to keep the vac-
cine safe and to transport it to
different hospitals in the dis-
trict.

The Health department
has to send a report in this
regard by December 15. It is
being said that on the lines of
the Rubella campaign in the
first phase, there are prepara-
tions to purchase about 2.5 mil-

lion vaccines in the first phase.

Corona was on its full pace
till the end of this fortnight in
the district. New patients were
coming in every day, but here
two days the number of infect-
ed people with zero death also
decreased. The proportion of
patients received so far will
require more vaccines than
other districts.

Restrictions have become
almost non-existent since
Unlock-5 started. The corona
vaccine is currently at trial
level not only in India but also
abroad. But the government is
already brainstorming on the
distribution of the corona vac-
cine. On the instructions of the
centre, the state government
has sent a letter to the CMO

district-wise asking for
complete information
regarding the maintenance,
cold chain and distribution of
the vaccine.

The Health department is
collecting information in this
regard from the immunisa-
tion section. Currently, the
CMO has earmarked 500
square feet of land near his
office and Tej Bahadur Sapru
Hospital to construct a
store room for the corona vac-
cine. Construction on the ear-
marked land will start soon on
the permission of the govern-
ment.

Preparations for maintain-
ing the cold chain are complete
to secure the vaccine. The
need for city and block wise

vaccines is now being assessed.
It is estimated that around 2.5
million vaccines will be sought
in the first batch. Then the
Indent will be sent according to
the requirement.

The department's vacant
land near Beli Hospital has
been selected for cold chain
installation for the corona vac-
cine. The vaccine of COVID-
19 will be kept in the new cold
room i.e. cold chain. From
here the vaccine will be sent to
tehsils and Covid hospitals.
There is no information on
when the vaccine will arrive.
Currently, preparations are
being made to consider the
Rubella campaign as a role
model, said Dr GS Bajpai,
CMO.

Webinar on COVID-19 management held

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M ALLAHABAD

Awebinar on COVID-19
management year 2020 ‘A
journey into Covid Era’ - was
organised by medical depart-
ment of North Central Railway.
This was chaired by General
Manager NCR & NR Rajiv
Chaudhry and Director
General Railway Health
Services Railway Board Dr BP
Nanda.

Besides capacity augmen-
tation for COVID-19 manage-
ment many steps have been
taken towards confidence
building among Covid patients
and Railway employees

North Central Railway has
taken concrete steps for unin-
terrupted supply of oxygen
and other essential items in
Railway Hospitals

At the outset PCMD NCR
Dr Anand Tandon welcomed
DG RHS, GM NCR & NR and
all the participants from
Railway Board and Zonal
Railways in this webinar.
Speaking on this occasion GM
Rajiv Chaudhry shared steps
taken on NCR in COVID-19
management. In his brief
address Chaudhry covered
initiatives on NCR like plan-
ning and preparatory steps,

infrastructure augmentation,
in house arrangements for
essentials like face cover sani-
tiser, PPE coverall, conversion
of isolation coaches, upgrada-
tion of hospitals, supply chain
management and quality con-
trol for Covid essential items,
telemedicine facility during
lockdown, confidence building
measures among patients and
railway employees.

In this session initial pre-
sentation was made by Dr
Vinit Agrawal MD Central
Hospital Prayagraj giving an
overview of awareness pro-
grammes, training, capacity
building, co-ordination, ser-
vices and learnings in COVID-
19 management over North
Central Railway. Besides treat-
ment of COVID-19 patients’
presentation also covered ser-
vices like Diet supply, laundry,
biomedical waste management,
security, and ambulance being
rendered in Covid level II
Railway hospitals. Followed by
this a detailed presentation in
Combating COVID-19 was
made by Dr SK Handoo
ACHD Central Hospital NCR.
He informed steps taken to
convert Central Hospital in
100 beds covid level II ward
and 75 beds Non covid hospi-

tal and a triage ward and fever
clinic for screening of patients.
Besides existing resources 22
additional doctors, over 50
paramedical and other staff, 6
ventilators, 10 HFNO, 11 beds
in ICU, Separate x-ray
machines for COVID-19 ward,
COVID-19 testing facilities
etc. are added in Central
Hospital Prayagraj and similar
augmentation is done at Jhansi
and other Railway hospitals to
handle Covid as well as Non
Covid patients.

Besides augmentation of
Infrastructure and capacity for
handling COVID-19 cases
many steps have been taken
towards confidence building
measure among patients and
their family members. In one
such initiative WhatsApp
group is made where all new
patients are added along with
their family members and
treating doctor so as real time
information on treatment,
patient condition and further
concerns are available with
patients and their family mem-
bers. Patients are also using this
group for sharing their creativ-
ity, hobby etc. from hospital
with their family members.
North Central Railway in asso-
ciation with state government

is also conducting door to
door survey in Railway
colonies and other areas to con-
tain spread of COVID-19. Later
in the session, presentations
were made by Sr DMO
Radiology Dr Gautam Sen and
Sr DMO Microbiology Dr
Usha Yadav on steps taken in
field of radiology and lab test-
ing in COVID-19 manage-
ment over NCR.

Medical team of North
Central Railway also informed
Railway Board and Zonal
Railways on steps taken over
supply chain management of
essential items including oxy-
gen. Of total 200 beds in
Prayagraj and Jhansi Covid
level -II wards 47 beds are
equipped with central piped
multifold oxygen supply
arrangement and balance 153
beds are provided with individ-
ual oxygen cylinder. Order for
more than 10,000 Oxygen
cylinders has been placed by
NCR.

Speaking on this occasion
DG RHS Dr BP Nanda con-
gratulated NCR for compre-
hensive COVID-19 manage-
ment and complemented
doctors for informative presen-
tations made during the webi-
nar.

STF arrests five hookies

ALLAHABAD (PNS): A joint
team of Lucknow and Prayagraj
units of STF raided a house in
Naini's Jail Road Chakdondi on
Wednesday night and arrested
five people from the spot. All
items including 13 mobiles
have been recovered from
them. All the five arrested
were interrogated at Naini
police station. After interrogat-
ing them, the police raided
many other places.

The Lucknow unit of STF
had come to know that large-

scale IPL betting was being
done in a house at Naini's Jail
Road Chakdondi. The team
arrived here on Wednesday
night. A team from Prayagraj
unit was engaged for this pur-
pose. Both the team and ASP
Somendra Meena raided the
house on the Jail Road and
Ranveer Singh alias Lallu,
Purushottam alias Kallu,
Anand Patel resident Lipton
Colony, Sunny Kashyap alias
Sagar and Sonu Yadav residents
of Jail Road were arrested from

the spot. Apart from them,
three android mobiles, 10 key-
pad mobiles, TV sets, five reg-
isters in which transactions of
speculative money were men-
tioned, besides an Ertiga car
were also recovered from their
possession. The STF team
arrested the accused and took
them to Naini police station,
where they were interrogated
till late night. After interrogat-
ing them, the police raided
many other places.

CINEMA HOUSES: The

city cinema house resumed
screening after the govern-
ment's guideline on Thursday
which were closed due to the
Coronavirus since April..
Operators were already
engaged in its preparation.
The entire campus was
cleaned and fogged on
Wednesday. Arrangements
have been made to sanitise the
audience as soon as they enter
the cinema house. All will be
given entry into the cinema hall
only after thermal examination.
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District Magistrate, City, Alok Tiwari washing hand with soap to observe World Hand Washing Day at Collectorate on Thursday
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G1LOBAL HANDWASH DAY

DM: Hand hygiene most effective
in containing spread of pathogens

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M KANPUR

District Magistrate Alok
Tiwari while inaugurat-
ing the Global Handwash Day
at the Collectorate here on
Thursday, first washed his
hands with soap and water and
later distributed soap and sani-
tiser to those who participated
in the event.

Addressing the gathering,
he said hand hygiene was one
of the most effective actions
one could take to reduce the
spread of pathogens and pre-
vent infections, including of the
novel coronavirus.

He said washing hands
thoroughly with soap was high-
ly essential mainly because
surfactants in soap trapped

and removed germs and in
addition reduced the surface
tension which made the hand
perfectly free of dirt and infec-
tion.

He said coronaviruses were
a group of contagious, flu-like
viruses and they caused symp-
toms that could be as mild as
a common cold but in some
cases the infection could be
fatal.

He said COVID-19 was the
disease caused by a new type of
coronavirus — Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome
Coronavirus-2 (SARS-CoV-2)
— which had spread across the
world. He said in the absence
of any vaccine, social distanc-
ing was the social vaccine
against the virus and hand-

washing with soap and water
was one of the best ways to pre-
vent the spread of infectious
diseases, and the first line of
defence against COVID-19.

The district magistrate said
along with other important
behaviours like physical dis-
tancing, thoroughly washing
hands often and at key
moments was essential to con-
trolling the pandemic.

He said when one touched
a surface such as doorknob,
handrail, one picked up germs
and if one touched face, mouth,
nose and eyes one passed on
these germ into the body.

He said the science behind
washing hand with soap was
that some germs had an outer
protective covering made up of

two layers of fatty molecules
and soap could help to break
apart the outer protective layer,
trapping and removing the
germs along with any other oils
and debris that were present on
our hands.

Tiwari said germs from
unwashed hands could get into
foods and drinks while people
prepared or consume them. He
said the germs could also mul-
tiply in some types of foods and
drinks under certain conditions
and make people ill.

He said teaching people
about handwashing helped
them and their communities
stay healthy. Others present
included ADM (City), ACM
and the entire staff of the
Collectorate.

Shekhar for giving top priority
to outer ring road project

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M KANPUR

anpur Divisional

Commissioner Raj
Shekhar, while addressing the
Overall Development
Committee at his camp office
here, said that keeping in mind
the traffic density which was
considered to be affected by the
traffic volume and the traffic
velocity in Kanpur Nagar, it had
became highly essential that the
Outer Ring Road project be
given top priority to give respite
to the citizens from traffic

snarls.

He said the major hurdles
need to be sorted out immedi-
ately and the first and foremost
was acquisition of land by the
government.

He said for this the pro-
posal for the project had to be
sent to the Union Surface
Transport and Highway
Ministry. He said the propos-
al was to come from the state
government itself.

He mooted that the
Mandhana-Bhaunti bypass
could be included as part of the

big project and advised the ear-
lier set up committee to carry
out a survey at the earliest and
present the report in 72 hours
and also forward it to the min-
istry as well.

The divisional commis-
sioner said there was also the
need to set up an additional
inter-state bus station and sug-
gested that the multilevel park-
ing at Phool Bagh and Parade
be linked to the Metro rail pro-
ject.

He said there was also
need for widening the road

between Ganga Barrage and
Polytechnic and its beautifica-
tion as well.

He asked the officials con-
cerned to prepare the project of
River Front development so
that it could be brought to the
notice of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, but emphasis
should be on NGT rules.

He said boats for Boat
Club at Ganga Barrage be pur-
chased and all the prominent
crossings be developed on pub-
lic-private participation (PPP)
model.

Experts discuss potential of
maize in ethanol production

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W KANPUR

ecretary (Food and Public

Distribution) Sudhanshu
Pandey stressed the need for
reducing dependence on
imported crude oil.

Addressing a webinar on
Thursday on the topic ‘A Step
Ahead Toward a Future Fuel
held in association with
National Sugar Institute and
Indian Sugar Mills Association,
Pandey said the Government of
India had chalked out the
ethanol blended petrol (EBP)
programme in a phased man-
ner and for 2022 the blending
target was 10 percent and by
2030 it was to be raised to 20
percent.

He said in order to achieve
the goal of EBP, there was
need for adding ethanol capac-
ities and developing alternate
feed stocks.

He said the potential of
maize, which was abundantly
availability, could be harnessed
for ethanol production at it
would help the farmers in get-
ting good rates for their pro-
duce.

Joint Secretary (Sugar),
Government of India, Subodh
Kumar Singh, in his address
said that in order to boost
ethanol availability during the
last one year or so, 362 pro-
posals for a loan amount of
over Rs 18,000 crore had been
approved which may result in
addition of 600 crore litre
ethanol capacity per annum.

NSI  Director Prof
Narendra Mohan suggested
that without inviting “Food
Vs Fuel” debate, surplus grains
viz. rice and maize, could be
used for production of ethanol.

He said with rice and
maize, it was possible to attain

average ethanol yields of 450
litre/ton and 380 litres/ton
with a valuable by-product,
distillers dried grain with sol-
ubles (DDGS) to be used as cat-
tle feed.

He said since only a limit-
ed quantity of ethanol could be
produced using molasses from
sugar industry, development of
alternate feed stocks like sur-
plus grain, sweet potato, sugar
beet, sweet sorghum and cas-
sava was important.

Earlier, Sudhanshu Pandey
mooted that avenues towards
export of sugar to sugar defi-
cient Asian countries like
Indonesia, Malaysia and Sri
Lanka be taken up.

He said the country was
continuing with surplus sugar
production for the last couple
of years and during the next
sugar season (2020-21) also the
country may see sugar pro-

duction to the extent of +30
MMT which was much high-
er than the domestic require-
ment.

He said thus sugar export
and production of ethanol by
sacrificing sugar was important
for the economic sustainabili-
ty of the Indian sugar industry.

He also stressed on the
need for safe supply chain
management from farm to
consumer keeping in view the
COVID-19 outbreak. He
emphasised upon adoption of
good manufacturing practices
and hazard analysis & critical
control points in sugar factories
to ensure quality control.

He said the sugar con-
sumption faced challenges due
to COVID-10 pandemic, grow-
ing consumer preference for
sugar substitutes and sugar tax
imposed by various countries
to curb sugar consumption.

87 more test
positive
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M KANPUR

anpur Nagar reported 87

more coronavirus positive
cases on Thursday evening.

Chief Medical Officer Dr
Anil K Mishra said that 87
more people had tested positive
for coronavirus infection
between Wednesday evening
and Thursday evening taking
the tally of confirmed cases to
27,072 cases. He said no
COVID-19 death in the city
was reported till Thursday
evening keeping the death toll
to 708.

The CMO said with 33
COVID-19 patients were dis-
charged from hospitals the
cured figure in the city was
6976 and at present 2520 active
cases were undergoing treat-
ment. Dr Mishra said 4971
samples were sent for testing in
the city.s

Churches to
open with curbs

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M KANPUR

Adelegation of Catholic
leaders and clergy met
Chief Secretary RK Tiwari at
Lucknow and apprised him of
the confusion over the reopen-
ing of churches on account of
the different directives from
Health Ministry and then by
the Home Ministry.

The chief secretary told the
delegation that the new guide-
lines for reopening of religious
places, including churches, had
been worked out. He said as per
the present guidelines, 100
people could assemble at the
place of worship while strictly
following the Covid protocol.
He said social distancing, face
masks, hand washing and use
of sanitisers were also manda-
tory.

The chief secretary said
however in churches, the Holy
books should not be touched
by multiple persons. He said
water sprinkling and use of
water continued to be prohib-
ited.

The delegation was led by
Bishop Raphy Manjaly of
Allahabad Diocese, who had
recently been appointed by
Pope Francis to the Pontifical
Council of Inter-Religious
Dialogue.

National Convenor of
Indian Catholic Forum,
Chhotebhai said the two diver-
gent instructions issued by the
Health Ministry on June 4,
2020 and then the subsequent
orders issued by the Home
Ministry and UP government
on October 1, 2020 had made
the religious heads step back
from reopening of places of
worship.

He said due the stringent
conditions had affected the
Christian community the most
because of their tradition of
congregational worship at a
fixed time and place.

Vicar General of Lucknow
Diocese Naresh Lobo was also
part of the delegation.

Police work
out theft

KANPUR (PNS):  The
Anwarganj police have worked
out a theft with the arrest of
three persons, including the
employee who mastermind it,
on Wednesday. The arrested
persons confessed their
involvement in stealing ¥.14
lakh from a cloth trading firm
nine days ago.

Addressing media persons,
Superintendent of Police (East)
Raj Kumar Agarwal said cloth
trading firm Durga Traders of
Cooperganj was burgled on
October 5 and the miscreants
had stolen Y14 lakh cash from
there.

The SP (East) had deputed
Circle Officer of Anwarganj,
Mohd Akmal, and Station
House Officer Gangadhar
Singh Chauhan to work out the
case. As the preliminary inves-
tigation hinted at the involve-
ment of somebody familiar to
the firm, police scanned the
CCTYV footages of the locality.

The investigations revealed
the involvement of the firm’s
employee Aman Yadav of
Coolie Bazaar who was
employed in the shop for the
past six years. He was arrested
and on being grilled, confessed
his crime. During interroga-
tion, he said the plan to com-
mit the theft was made about
15 days ago and it could be
materialised on October 5
when there was power cut in
the shop due to strike of
KESCo employees.
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Puja spl trains to run from Oct 20
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The railway administration
for the convenience of pas-
sengers during the forthcoming
festivals will run the following
puja special trains between
October 20 and November 30.
All coaches in these trains will be
of reserved category and pas-
sengers travelling in them will
have to follow Covid-19 norms,
CPRO PK Singh said. The 02587
Gorakhpur-Jammu Tawi week-
ly Puja special will from October
26 to November 29 on every
Monday leave Gorakhpur at
14:20 hrs, Khalilabad at 15:01 hrs,
Basti at 15:28 hrs, Gonda 16:55
hrs, Lucknow at 19:45 hrs,
Shahjahanpur at 22:24 hrs,
Bareilly at 23.23 hrs, on second
day Moradabad at 01:05 hrs,
Laksar at 03:04 hrs, Roorkee at
03:25 hrs, Saharanpur at 04:25
hrs, Yamunanagar Jagadhri at
04:53 hrs, Ambala Cantt at
05:59 hrs, Ludhiana at 07:40
hrs, Jalandhar Cantt at 08:45
pm, Pathankot Cantt at 10:40
hrs, Kathua at 11:15 hrs and
arrive at Jammu Tawi at 13:10 hrs.
During the return journey 02588
Jammu-Gorakhpur weekly puja
special will from October 31 to
November 30 every Saturday leave
Jammu Tawi at 22:45 hrs, Kathua
at 23:52 hrs, on the second day
Pathankot Cantt at 00:30 hrs,
Jalandhar Cantt at 02:20 hrs,
Ludhiana at 03:30 hrs, Ambala
Cantt at 05:25 hrs, Yamunanagar
Jagadhri at 06:09 hrs, Saharanpur
at 07:00 hrs, Roorkee at 07:32 hrs,
Laksar at 07:57 hrs, Moradabad at
10:18 hrs, Bareilly at 11:40 hrs,
Shahjahanpur at 12:47 hrs,
Lucknow at 15:30 hrs, Gonda at
17:40 hours, Basti at 19:10 hrs,
Khalilabad at 19.34 hrs and reach
Gorakhpur at 20.40 hrs. A total of
21 coaches will be attached in the
train. The 05097 Bhagalpur-Jammu
Tawi weekly puja special train will
from October 29 to November 26
every Thursday leave Bhagalpur
at 23:50 hrs, on the second day
Sultanganj at 00:19 hrs,
Jamalpur at 01:07 hrs, Abhaipur
at 01:27 hrs, Kiul at 02:50 hrs,
Barauni at 05:00 hrs, Samastipur
at 06:00 hrs, Muzaffarpur at

07:00 hrs, Hajipur at 08:00 hrs,
Sonpur at 08:10 hrs, Chhapra at
09:50 hrs, Siwan at 10:40 hrs,
Bhatni at 11:30 hrs, Deoria
Sadar at 11:50 hrs, Gorakhpur
at 14:00 hrs, Basti at 15:10 hrs,
Gonda at 16:55 hrs, Lucknow at
19:45 hrs, Shahjahanpur at 22:22
hrs, Bareilly at 23:23 hrs, on the
second day Moradabad at 01:03
hrs, Laksar at 03:04 hrs, Roorkee
at 03:25 hrs, Saharanpur at
04:25 hrs, Yamunanagar
Jagadhri at 04:53 hrs, Ambala
Cantt at 05:49 hrs, Ludhiana at
07:40 hrs, Jalandhar Cantt at
08:45 hrs, Pathankot Cantt at
10:40 hrs, Kathua at 11:15 hrs
and reach Jammu Tawi at 13:10
hrs. During the return journey
the 05098 Jammu-Bhagalpur
weekly puja special will on every
Tuesday from November 3 to
December 1 leave Jammu Tawi
at 22:45 hrs, Kathua at 23:52 hrs,
on the second day Pathankot
Cantt at 00:30 hrs, Jalandhar
Cantt at 02:20 hrs, Ludhiana at
03:20 hrs, Ambala Cantt at 05:25
hrs, Yamunanagar Jagadhri at
06:09 hrs, Saharanpur at 07:00
hrs, Roorkee at 07:32 hrs, Laksar
at 07:57 hrs, Moradabad at 10:18
hrs, Bareilly at 11:40 hrs,
Shahjahanpur at 12:47 hrs,
Lucknow at 15:30 hrs, Gonda at
17:40 hrs, Basti at 19:10 hrs,
Gorakhpur at 20:55 hrs, Deoria
Sadar at 21:40 hrs, Bhatni at 22:10
hrs, Siwan at 23:10 hrs, the third
day Chhapra at 00:55 hrs, Sonpur
at 01:55 hrs, Hajipur at 02:10 hrs,
Muzaffarpur at 03:10 hrs.
Samastipur at 04:10 hrs, Barauni at
05:40 hrs, Kiul at 07:20 hrs,
Abhaipur at 07:44 hrs, Jamalpur at
08:25 hrs, Sultanganj at 08:54 hrs
and reach Bhagalpur at 10:15 hrs.
A total of 21 coaches will be
attached in the train. The 05021
Shalimar-Gorakhpur weekly puja
special train will from October 27
to December 1 on every Tuesday
leave Shalimar at 20.20 hrs,
Kharagpur at 22.15 hrs, the
second day Tatanagar at 00.10
hrs, Purulia at 01.47 hrs,
Bhojudih at 02.45 hrs, Mahuda
at 03.14 hrs, Gomoh at 04.15 hrs,
Koderma at 05.18 hrs, Gaya at
07.05 hrs, Sasaram at 08.09 hrs,
Deendayal Upadhyaya Jn at

10.25 hrs, Varanasi at 11.45 hrs,
Aunrihar at 1223 hrs, Mau at
13.25 hrs, Bhatni at 14.40 hrs and
Deoria Sadar at 14.57 hrs and
reach Gorakhpur at 16.25 hrs.
During the return journey the
05022 Gorakhpur-Shalimar week-
ly puja special will from October
26 to November 30 on every
Monday leave Gorakhpur at 13.40
hrs, Deoria Sadar at 14.25 hrs,
Bhatni at 14.55 hrs, Mau at 16.25
hrs, Aunrihar at 17.16 hrs, Varanasi
at 18.40 hrs, Deendayal Upadhyay
Jn at 19.43 hrs, Sasaram at 20.51
hrs, Gaya at 22.10 hrs, Koderma
to 23.32 hrs, the second day
Gomoh at 02.00 hrs, Mahuda to
02.23 hrs, Bhojudih at 02.47 hrs,
Purulia at 03.52 hrs, Tatanagar at
05.50 hrs, Kharagpur at 07.55 hr
and arrive at Shalimar at 10.05 hrs.
A total of 22 coaches will be
attached in the train. The 05029
Gorakhpur-Pune weekly puja spe-
cial will from October 22 to
November 26 every Thursday
leave Gorakhpur at 17.25 hrs,
Khalilabad at 18.07 hrs, Basti at
18.34 hrs, Mankapur at 19.23 hrs,
Gonda at 20.00 hrs, Lucknow at
22.55 hrs, Unnao at 23.55 hrs, on
second day Kanpur Central at
00.40 hrs, Orai at 02.11 hrs, Jhansi
at 04.35 hrs, Bina at 07.10 hrs,
Bhopal at 09.30 hrs, Habibganj at
09.44 hrs, Itarsi at 11.50 hrs,
Khandwa at 14.45 hrs, Bhusaval
at 17:00 hrs, Manmad at 19.50 hrs,
Kopargaon at 20.55 hrs,
Ahmednagar at 23.00 hrs reach
Pune at 03.30 hrs on the third day.
During the return journey 05030
Pune-Gorakhpur weekly puja spe-
cial will from October 24 to
November 28 every Saturday will
leave Puneat 11.15hrs, Ahmednagar
at 14.00 hrs, Kopargaonat 16:00 hrs,
Manmad at 17:25 hrs, Bhusaval at
19.55 hrs, Khandwa at 23.45 hrs,
on second day Itarsi at 02.15 hrs,
Habibganj at 04.00 hrs, Bhopal at
04:30 hrs, Bina at 06.45 hrs,
Jhansi at 08.55 hrs, Orai at 10.20
hrs, Kanpur Central at 13:30 hrs,
Unnao at 13.53 hrs, Lucknow at
15.05 hrs, Gonda at 17.05 hrs,
Mankapur at 17.31 hrs, Basti at 1823
hrs Khalilabad at 18.47 hrs and
reach Gorakhpur at 20.00 hrs. A
total of 22 coaches will be
attached in the train.

Four killed

CORRESPONDENT B MIRZAPUR

Four persons lost their lives
in separate road mishaps in
the district on Wednesday. As
per reports received here, Sunil
(19), a resident of Rajayi village,
was going for his coaching
class on a motorcycle when he
was suddenly hit by a Magic
vehicle in Tilaanv village under
the Lalganj police station. As a
result he died on the spot but the
Magic driver managed to escape
from the spot. In the second inci-
dent, Rahul Singh (20), a resi-
dent of Dumduma village under
Chunar police station, was going
on a motorcycle along with his
mother when it collided with a
tempo near a hotel in Barevaan
village under Chunar police sta-
tion and they fell on the road. In
the meantime they were crushed
by a truck which was passing that
way due to which they were
injured. They were rushed to the
CHC situated in Chunar where
the woman was declared as
brought dead by the doctor on
duty there. The truck driver had
been taken into custody by the
police. In yet another incident
Vidyasagar Pal, a resident of
Kotwaan village under
Madihan police station, was
run over by a truck while he
was crossing the road near the
forest office in Madihan mar-
ket under the Madihan police
station. As a result the victim

in road accidents

died on the spot while the truck
driver managed to flee from the
spot. In the fourth incident,
Ramnath, son of Kalloo, a res-
ident of Bansagar Colony
under City Kotwali police sta-
tion, was going somewhere on
his motorcycle when it collid-
ed with a tractor near the post
office situated in Fatahaan
under City Kotwali police sta-
tion. Consequently he died on
the spot. The police took the
body of the deceased into cus-
tody and informed his kin
about it. However the tractor
driver managed to flee leaving
the vehicle on road. The police
was busy in completing the
legal formalities, last reports
received here said.

TEAM VISITS DIST: A
central team comprising GI
Bansal, Dr Rajshekhar and Dr
B Ganeshan visited the district
to assess the loss due to hail-
storm. The team held a meet-

B

ing at Ashtabhuja guest house
and interacted with the farm-
ers and officials concerned.
The team appealed to farmers
to get crop insurance facility.
The team told the DM to
ensure that cent per cent vic-

tims were covered and provid-
ed relief amount after the the
fund was released. DM Sushil
Kumar Patel apprised the team
that in year 2019-20 the district
had got a sum of 323 crore as
relief fund which was distrib-
uted among the eligible per-
sons. Gopal, a farmer belong-
ing to Haipura village in Sadar
tehsil told the team that he had
got T13,500 as relief. Girdhari,
aresident of Pandeypur village
in Lalganj tehsil said that he too
had got 13,500 as relief. The
team interacted with other farm-
ers too who had come from dif-
ferent parts of the district.
THIEF CAUGHT: A thief
was caught red-handed by the
villagers along with a stolen
submersible pump here. As
per the reports, Bhagirathi Pal,
a resident of Mawayikala village
under Halia police station, had
informed the police that his
submersible pump had been
stolen on Monday. He said
stated that early on Tuesday
morning when he heard some
noise in the neighbourhood, he
went there and saw a sub-
mersible pump loaded on the
bicycle of an unknown person.
With the help of villagers the
suspect was handed to the
police. After registering a case
the police recovered the pump
and sent the accused Mobin
Hasan, a resident of Mahugarhi
Chhataria village, to jail.

Cultural complex naugurated

CORRESPONDENT I SONBHADRA

CMD Prabhat Kumar Sinha inaugurated a
newly-built Alankar annexe and cultural
complex in Dudhichua area, Northern Coalfields
Limited (NCL) through the web recently. On
the occasion NCL Director (Personnel)
Bimlendu Kumar, Director (Technical/
Operations) Dr Anindya Sinha, Director
(Technical/Planning & Project) SS Sinha, NCL
JCC member Munni Lal Yadav and office-bear-
ers of Officers’ Association Sarvesh Singh also
remained connected. In the pro- _
gramme CMD PK Sinha said that
the NCL was committed to ensur-
ing the welfare of its personnel. &
Sinha congratulated the team
Dudhichua and Kalyan team of
NCL headquarters for completing
the work on time despite the ¥
Covid-generated circumstances

and expressed confidence that this year other
underconstruction welfare works would also be
completed on time. On the occasion Sinha called
upon the personnel to maintain social distanc-
ing and use masks while discharging their
responsibilities. NCL Director (Personnel)
Bimalendu Kumar congratulated the Dudhichua
team for dedicating the Alankar annexe and cul-
tural complex equipped with modern facilities
despite the global calamity and directed all NCL
projects to accelerate activities of welfare and
social responsibility. NCL Director (Technical/
Operations) Dr Anindya Sinha congratulated the

team of Dudhichua for the construction of
Alankar annexe and cultural complex and also

described NCL as a leading company in pro-
duction and despatch as well as employee wel-
fare. During this period NCL Director (Project
and Planning) SS Sinha extended his congrat-
ulations on the expansion of Alankar Bhawan
and construction of cultural complex in
Dudhichha region and thanked the labour
organisations for their cooperation in the
Corona period. A member of the JCC, Munni
Lal Yadav, said that the cultural complex and the
expansion of Alankar Bhawan
was a much-awaited work and
due to its completion the employ-

has gained new

. Representative of Officers’
1 Association Sarvesh Singh said in
NCL besides setting the record of
production and productivity full
attention is also being given to employee wel-
fare activities. The entire NCL team deserves
congratulations for it. It may be pointed out here
that in Alankar annexe four additional air-con-
ditioned rooms have been built which will facili-
tate the programmes held there. Besides beautifi-
cation of the Dudhichua cultural complex, its
boundary wall, a grand gate and toilets have also
been constructed. During the programme GM of
Dudhichua region, Bipin Kumar and all heads of
departments, representatives of labour organisations
and GMs of all other projects of NCL and their
teams were connected through the web.
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Mobile app for devotees of
Mata Vaishno Devi launched

Jammu: Lieutenant Governor,
Manoj Sinha, who is also
Chairman of Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Shrine Board on Thursday
launched a Mobile App for the
devotees of Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Ji at the Civil Secretariat in
Srinagar .

This new initiative has been
taken by the Shrine Board with
a view to maximise the use of
available technology and digi-
tization for the larger facilitation
of the devotees of Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Ji.

The mobile app would pro-
vide the opportunity to the
worshippers across the globe to
have an individual experience of
godliness and bliss.

During the upcoming
Navratras, live streaming of
Shat Chandi Maha Yagya being
performed at the Holy Cave
Shrine will also be available on
this App.

In the first instance, the

Mobile App has been launched
on Google Play Store only
which will later also be available
on IOS platform.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Lt Governor said that the
Mobile App will be of
immense help to the devotees
worldwide to have the live dar-
shan of Maa Vaishno Devi,
besides availing various other
facilities made available by
the Shrine Board through this
medium.

Referring to the recently
launched home delivery of
Pooja Prasad by the Board, he
said that it has been widely
appreciated by the devotees. He
also stressed that during the
current situation due to
COVID-19, the adoption of
online services need to be pro-
moted in a big way to maintain
social distancing and other pre-
ventive measures to control the
spread of pandemic. PNS

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Ist Corrigendum
to Open E-Tender Notice No 04502
e-Tender notice No. 04502020 was published on 11 October 2020 in leading news
paper daily Hindi and English and tender schedule to be close on time and date
13.11.2020 at 15:00 hours. In this notice following condition has been revised:

Dated : 10.10.2020

NIT Schedule:
Code Field Existing name of Modified name of
Name work and value work and Value
S.No. 01 Name | Raising of speed to 160|Raising of speed to 160 kmph on
of work| L moh200 kmph on existing| @xisting New Delhi-Howrah route
New Delhi-Howrah route (incl.| (In¢- Kanpur-Lucknow) - A
Kanour-Luck -Amissiont mission to achieve a travel time of
pur-Lucknow) -Amission 0] 13 hoyrs between Delhi & Howrah
achieve a travel time of 12|(CTR. work of 435 KM. by
hours between Delhi & Howrah.| PQRS in the section of ADEN-II-
LKO)
5.No. 02| Name |Construction of Boundary| Construction of Boundary wall
of work |Railway Land in connection| along with Ea':way I-pz;i in
; iesi : connection with Mission rat
yiih Mission Rafar af Various! Various Locations in LKO-CNB
section from KM. 2.00 to 26.00
under ADEN-ILKO. under ADEN-II-LKO (Two Packet
system).
S.No. 01]A imate Cost | Rs.5,49,65,979.24 | Rs.549,65979.41
5.No. 02| Approximate Cost |R5.16.95,1‘.’.DBU.00 | Rs.16,95,17,080.26

Other terms and condition of original notification shall remain the same.
No. 04502020 (Ist Corri). Dated : 15.10.2020

Serving Customers With A Smile

2233/2020

No.4161

1. Name of the work:
2. Total No. of Waorks:
3. Estimatad cost:

4. Period of completion:
S. Bid Cost

6. Oass of Contractor

9. Opening date of Bid;

Any

OIPR-34108/11/0010/2021

B
B-340 e
&
COVERNMINT OF OOLSHA
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, JEYPORE (R&B) CIRCLE, JEYPORE
INVITATIONS FOR BIDS (1FB)

Bid Identification No. S.EJ.C (R&8)- 12/2020-21

7. Date & time of availability of bid document in the portal:

8. Last date / Time for receipt of bids in the Portal;

10. Name and address of the Officer Inviting Bid:

Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal hitps://tendersodisha,gov.in
igendum / of tender can also be seen in the said website only,

Jeypore (R&B) Circle, Jeypore

Date.13.10.2020

ROAD WORK .

01 {Oné No.

Rs, 232.40 Lakhs

06(5ix) Months

Rs. 10,000/- Each

“B° & A" Class,

From 10,00 hours of 20.10.2020

to

17.00 hours of 02.11.2020
17.00 hours of 02.11.2020

10.00 hours of 03.11.2020
Superintending Engineer

Jeypore (R&B) Circle, Jeypore

Superintending Engineer

E-TENDER NOTICE
GUJARAT MARITIME BOARD

"Sagar Bhavan",
Opp. Air Force,
Phone 079-2323 8346/47/48/51

Sector 10/A, Chh' Road,
Gandhinagar 382 010

Gujarat Maritime Board (GMB) invites E-tenders from the
agencies for the following works.

Name of Work

"Conducting hydrographic survey at GMB Ports and
empanelment of agencies for the survey work"

Details

Date

Bids downloading commencement

16-10-2020
from 16:00 hrs

10 killed as rain plays havoc in Maha

TN RAGHUNATHA B MUMBAI

At least 10 persons were
killed, heavy inundation
was reported from many towns
and villages and road and rail
transport was affected in parts
of Maharashtra on Thursday, as
heavy rain battered several parts
of the state ahead of the passage
of cyclonic storm over the state
on Friday.

While six persons were
killed when a wall crashed in the
pilgrim town of Pandharpur in
Solapur district in western
Mabharashtra, three persons
drowned in floods in Pune. In
another incident, one person
was killed after a car carrying
three persons washed away in
swollen waters of Solapur.

Following the release of
excess water from the Ujani and
Veer dams, Pandhapur faced a

major flood situation. The
released dam water inundated
many villages around
Pandharpur, crippling normal
life and paralysing traffic in the
area.

Reports reaching the state
headquarters said that as many
as 8,400 living in the areas in and
around Pandharpur were shift-
ed to safe areas by the police.

Among the districts that
were affected by heavy rains and
the consequent floods were
Solapur, Kolhpaur, Sangli, Pune
and Satara in western
Maharashtra and Latur,
Osmanabad and Beed districts
in Marathwada region.

Talking to media persons
after reviewing the flood situa-
tion in the state, Maharashtra
chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray said that the Army,
Navy and Air Force had been

kept on high alert to deal with
the flood-affected areas in the
state. “The teams of National
Disaster Response Force are
currently engaged in rescue and
relief operations in Osmanabad,
Solapur, Pandharpur and
Baramati,” he said.

The chief minister said that
he had directed the revenue
authorities in the flood affected
areas to do panchnama of the
destroyed crops and damaged
property.

Many big and small rivers
like Chandrabhaga (Solapur),
Panchganga (Kolhapur),
Terna (Latur & Osmanabad)
and a few rivers in Pune
have been in spate since
Thursday morning.

Following heavy overnight
night rains and release of excess
water from Ujani and Veer
dams, vast tracts of agricultur-

alland lay under thick sheets of
water leading to extensive dam-
age to standing crops.

Meanwhile, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) has sounded a ‘red
alert’ for the next 48 hours in the
coastal Ratnagiri-Sindhudurg
districts which are likely to wit-
ness heavy rain and thunder-
storms, and fishermen on the
entire coastal stretch have been
advised against venturing into
the Arabin Sea.

“Depression weakened into
a well Marked Low Pressure
Area over south central
Maharashtra Wednesday
evening. To emerge into Arabian
Sea and intensify further; the
IMD said in its forecast.

In a related development,
heavy rains lashed Mumbai and
surrounding districts of Thane,
Palghar and Raigad.

nation

TRP SCAM

BARC temporarily
suspends channels’
weekly ratings

Mumbai: Following the fake
Television Rating Points
(TRP) scam, the Broadcast
Audience Research Council
(BARC) on Thursday
announced a temporary sus-
pension of weekly ratings of
news channels across lan-
guages.

The council intends to
review and augment the cur-
rent standards of measure-
ment to improve on “statisti-
cal robustness”, and the exer-
cise will result in a “pause” in

the weekly ratings for up to
12 weeks, an official state-
ment said.

At least five people have
been arrested by the city
police which busted the scam
earlier this month.

Those arrested include
news channel employees,
while the police is also ques-
tioning executives of Arnab
Goswami-led Republic TV
with regard to the case.
Republic TV has denied any
wrongdoing. PTI

J&K ropes in Flipkart
to promote local arts

PNS B JAMMU

he Jammu & Kashmir

Government on Thursday
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with one of
the countys prominent online
retailers, Flipkart to provide an
online platform
for showcasing and facilitating the
local artisans /craftsmen / weavers
to reach customers across the
globe.

The MoU was signed in the
presence of Manoj Sinha,
Lieutenant Governor, UT of J&K
between Hashmat Ali, Managing
Director, J&K Handloom and
Handicrafts Corporation and
Rajneesh Kumar, Chief Corporate
Affairs Officer, Flipkart Group.

According to a spokesman of
the Jammu and Kashmir govern-
ment, “The special webportal
“Samarth” of e-commerce giant
Flipkart will now cater to hither-
to uncovered products of
Handicrafts and Handloom of
J&K. The spokesman said, the

[ NORTH EASTERN RAILWAY

On behalf of the President of India,
acting through Chief Administrative
Officer/Con.,North Eastern Railway,
Gorakhpur invites the following
E-Works Tenders:-

S.No.:-1, E-Tender No.: DYCE 1-BSB-
2020-02 Dated 13-10-2020, Name
of work: Linking of BG Track, Carting
of P.Way material, Spreading of ballast
& other miscellaneous track works
between Km, 25/0 to Jaunpur
(excl.) in Aunrihar-Jaunpur section
of Varanasi division of North
Eastern Railway in connection
with Aunrihar-Jaunpur doubling
project. Approximate Value (Rs.):
T 7,17.65,981.33, Earnest Money:
(Rs.): ¥ 5,08,800/-, Maintenance
Period: 12 (Twelve Months),
Completion Period: 06 (Six) Months.

* Bidding Start date-26-10-2020,
» Last date of submission of above
E-Tender on 09-11-2020 upto 14:30
hrs. » Date of opening of above
E-Tender on 09-11-2020 from 14:30
hrs. » Detailed tender notice, eligibility
criteria, lerms & conditions is available
on website hips:/Vireps.gov.in » In
case any disparity arises between Hindi
and English version of Tender
notice, English version will hold good
and will be followed.

Shri Rakesh Ranjan, Dy.CE/Con/

I/BSB, Mob.: 9794845247
Dy, Chief Engineer/Con/1
CPRO/W-114 Varanasi

About any passenger amenity complaint
SMS on Mob. No.: 09794845955

Never travel on
roof and foot boards.

Last Date for On-line submission
of Bids through www.nprocure.com

17-11-2020 up to
18:10 hrs

details, please visit

Detailed terms and conditions and other related information
is given in Bid documents. For Bid documents and more
website
www.gmbports.org or contact Deputy General Manager (Env),
Environment Cell, Gujarat Maritime Board, Gandhinagar. Mobile
No 9925153099 and E-mail ID: atul.sharma@gmbports.in

www.nprocure.com or

No/INF/VPN/2020/G/1086

NORTHERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE

Deposit receipts etc. are not permitted.

Sr. DME/CEW/NR/LKO acting for and on behalf of The President of India invites
E-Tender against Tender No. 149-Mech-CAMC-ART-FD-19 Closing Date/Time
05.11.2020 up to 15:00 hrs. and to be opened at 15:30 hrs. on same day. Bidders will be
able to submit their original/revised bids up to closing date and time only. Manual offers
are not allowed against this tender, and any such manual offer received shall be
ignored. Information regarding this tender is available on web site www.ireps.gov.in
oninternet & can be seen/download. The tenderers/bidders will have to make payment
towards Tender document cost and Eamest Money against this tender through online
payment modes like Net Banking, debit/Credit cards etc. available on IREPS portal.
Manual / offine mode of payment through Demand Draft, Banker's cheque, Cash

Name of work Comprehensive annual maintenance contract of hydraulic Re-
railing equipment available in ART/FD for a period of 05 years.

Tender Type Single Bidding Sy Single Bid Sy

Tender closing | 05.11.2020 Date & time of | Upto 16.10.2020

Date & Time 15:00 hrs. Uploading Tend

Pre-Bid (Yes/No) | No Pre-Bid Query Not Applicable

Date Time

Advertised Rs. 29,50,000.00 Tendering Tender CW

Value (in Rs.) (Including@18% GST)| Section

Bidding Style Single Rate for Bidding Unit %Above/Below/
Each Schedule At par

Earnest Money | 59,000.00 Validity of Offer | 45

{in Rs.) (Days)

Tender Doc. 3,000.00 Period of 60 Months

Cost (Rs.) Completion

Bidding start date| 22.10.2020

No.: 149-Mech-CAMC-ART-FD-19 Dated : 15.10.2020 2235/2020
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endeavour is seen as a game
changer for on-boarding, sale and
cataloguing of Handicrafts and
Handloom products of J&K” The
step by the Government at the time
when the entire Country is reeling
under the pressures of COVID-19
Pandemic shall provide much-
needed succour to the artisans,
craftsperson and weavers in J&K.

The move by the
Government shall expose arti-
sans, craftspersons and weavers to
millions of customers shopping
online thereby ensuring efficient
marketing that too when virtual
marketing has overtaken the phys-
ical marketing of goods and ser-
vices across the globe, the
spokesman added.

Speaking on the occasion, the
Lt Governor appreciated the art of
artisans and weavers of J&K. He
emphasized that the initiative by
the Government is more beneficial
to the Flipkart than to the artists
of J&K given the kind of
unmatched, unique, world-class
and nowhere-else to be seen
artistry and dexterity of the arti-
sans of J&K.

“Partnership with the e-
commerce marketplace like
Flipkart will enable the local arti-
sans, craftsmen and weavers to
reach the global market. It will also
provide an appropriate opportu-
nity for the momentous growth
and development of the respective
sectors’; he added.

The Lt Governor also under-
scored the various steps that the
Government of J&K has taken in
the recent past for improving the
financial conditions of artisans and
weavers associated with
Handicrafts and Handloom sector
like enhancement in loan to Rs 2
lacs under Artisans Credit card
scheme.
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Reconsider stay order, CBI's
plea to HC in LIFE Mission case

KOCHLI: The CBI on Thursday approached the
Kerala High Court with a plea to reconsider the
stay ordered by the court into the allegations of
corruption and money laundering in the LIFE
Mission project of the Kerala Government.

The Court has stayed the CBI probe into the
allegations against LIFE Mission Chief Executive
Officer U V Jose even as it allowed the agency
to go ahead with the probe against Unitac, the
project implementing concern.

The CBI in its petition told the Court that
the stay on the probe against Jose was affecting
the entire investigation process including the vio-
lation of Foreign Currency Regulation Act
(FCRA). The High Court is expected to take up

the case on Monday.

Meanwhile another bench of the court on
Thursday issued an order against the arrest of M
Sivsankar, the former Principal Secretary of Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan by the Enforcement
Directorate till October 23 in connection with the
gold smuggling case. Sivsankar was questioned
by the ED in its Kochi office on Thursday. PNS

Thursday

organizing Du

in a pandemic

tivals such as

whether there
making such

The Calcutta High Court on

Trinamool Congress Government’s
knuckles asking why the State doled out
50,000 each to the various committees

first place the Government allowed
organisation of community Pujas when
the schools and colleges remained shut

Bench of Justices Sanjib Banerjee and
Arijit Banerjee was hearing a petition
challenging the grant of doles by the
State Government to various Puja com-
mittees. Wondering the Government
doled out similar grants for the other fes-

amid various austerity measures taken

Calcutta HC questions Didi
doles to Durga Puja clubs

SAUGAR SENGUPTA B KOLKATA by all concerned during the corona

times. When Advocate General Kishore

delivered a rap on the

rga Puja and why in the

situation. The Division

Eid, the Court asked

were any guidelines for
expenditure, that too

Dutta said that the grants were made to
the committees for raising public aware-
ness and to purchase provisions like
masks, sanitisers to fight corona pan-
demic a task which in any case was
being undertaken by the State police as
had earlier been claimed by the
Government. The Court wondered
when the Police were doing such jobs
why then grants had to be made to the
clubs. On the reasonability of allowing
mass organization of Durga Pujas like
any other normal occasion attracting
crowds the court also asked whether any
blueprint for crowd control during
Durga Puja -- which is barely a week
away had been put in place by the gov-
ernment to prevent the spread of the
virus that had already killed more than
5,000 people in Bengal.

No plan to ¢

o away with sleeper

class: Railway Board chief

IANS B NEW DELHI

The Indian Railways on
Thursday refuted reports
that it was going to discon-
tinue the sleeper class on mail
and express trains and said
that the aim behind intro-
ducing three-tier coaches was
to make journey of passengers
more affordable and comfort-
able.

Addressing a virtual press
conference, Railway Board
Chairman and CEO V.K.
Yadav said: “We will continue
with sleeper class coaches.
There’s absolutely no ambi-
guity related to it.”

Noting that the railways
plans to increase the speed of
trains on its network and
soon, trains on the New Delhi-
Mumbai and New Delhi-
Kolkata routes will run at 130
kmph, while work to upgrade
tracks to enable trains run at
160 kmph has also started, he,
however, said that with the
increased speeds, passengers
in sleeper class coaches will
face difficulties and discom-
fort.

“So, we have decided to
make a new AC-3 tier coach
which will be introduced next
year. Our aim is to make AC
travel more affordable for the

passengers and fare will be
between that of AC-3 and
sleeper class,” he said.

The Indian Railways on
Sunday said that it plans to
introduce AC-3 tier coaches in
mail and express trains, giving
rise to speculations that it has
planned to do away with the
sleeper class coaches.

The announcement led
to widespread criticism.

The CEO also said that
the freight revenue up to
October 13 this year has wit-
nessed a jump of 11 per cent
as compared to the same peri-
od last year.

He also said that the

automobile loading has gained
momentum and witnessed a
jump of over 68 per cent as the
railways has loaded 126 auto-
mobile rakes.

He also said that the
national transporter is cur-
rently operating 682 special
trains and 20 clone trains.

“Apart from this, 416 fes-
tival special trains will also be
run from October 20 to
November 30,” he said.

He also said that a new
timetable will be implement-
ed when regular train services
resume but it is difficult to tell
a time period when it will
come into effect.k

Govt buys 62.42 lakh tonne kharif paddy at
MSP in last 19 days

PTI B NEW DELHI

About 62.42 lakh tonne of
kharif paddy worth
%11,785 crore was purchased
at the minimum support price
(MSP) from 5.33 lakh farm-
ers in the last 19 days, the
food ministry said on
Thursday.

Paddy procurement
commenced in Punjab and
Haryana from September 26
due to early arrival of the crop,
while in other states it began
from October 1. More
than 80 per cent of the coun-
try’s paddy crop is grown in

the kharif season. The gov-
ernment through the Food
Corporation of India (FCI)
and state agencies undertakes
procurement of paddy at MSP.
“Paddy procurement in the
2020-21 kharif marketing sea-
son is going on smoothly in
the procuring states of Punjab,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and
Chandigarh and J&K, the
food ministry said in a state-
ment. Till October 14, about
62.42 lakh tonne of paddy was
procured at MSP value of
311,785 crore, it said.

For the current year, the

Centre has fixed the MSP of
paddy (common grade) at
31,868 per quintal, while that
of A grade variety has been
fixed at ¥1,888 per quintal.
In case of cotton, state-owned
Cotton Corporation of India
(CCI) has procured 89,592
bales at MSP value of 325,399
lakh from 18,618 farmers till
October 14. Besides, the
government through nodal
agencies is buying pulses and
oilseeds at MSP under the
Price Support Scheme (PSS),
which gets operationalised
when market rates fall below
the support price. Till

October 14, about 686.74.74
tonne of moong and urad at
MSP value of Rs 4.94 crore
was procured from 639 farm-
ers in Haryana, Tamil Nadu
and Maharashtra.
Similarly, 5,089 tonne of copra
at MSP value of Rs 52.40 crore
was procured from 3,961
farmers in Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu in the said peri-
od.  Inrespect of copraand
urad, rates are ruling at or
above MSP. Respective state
governments are making
arrangements for com-
mencement of procurement
in respect of moong.

Akkitham, Jnanpith

WINnner, passes away

KOCHI: Akkitham Achuthan
Namboodiri, the Maha Kavi
(Great Poet) of Malayalam,
breathed his last on Thursday
morning. He was 94 and was
admitted to a corporate hospital in
Thrissur on Monday following uri-

nary infection.

More than a poet, Akkitham,
as he was known, was a social
reformer who fought against social
evils like untouchability, gender
discrimination, and religious fun-

damentalism.

He was awarded the Jnanpith
Prize, India’s greatest literary hon-
our, in the year 2019. It may be a
strange coincidence that the poet
was presented the award in the last

week of September 2020.

For more than six decades,
Akkitham remained as a beacon of
hope for Malayalam literature
which lost its way because of the
invasion by ultra-modern litera-
ture. “He was the eternal rebel.

He revolted against the age-old

tionise the society through
and speeches, Akkitham

Akkitham, born in a conse

community, fought against tradi-

tionalists and led many agi

against untouchability.

What earned him the name of
“the Sun of Revolution” was his
fight for the Dalits who were

denied the rights to learn

fight by Akkitham that
admission of Dalits in

dogmas and traditional chauvin-
ism. All his poems were creative
conflicts and he was the Prophet
of Love,” said Prof P G Haridas,
long-time associate of the late
poet. According to the veteran
professor, Akkitham was the man-
ifestation of Budhist teachings.
“While Budha tried to revolu-

sented it through poetry;” he said.

against untouchability and dis-
crimination of Harijans. He was
the leader of Paliam agitation

It is because of the unrelenting

Pathasalas across Kerala. PNS

on Thursday.
stories
repre-
rvative

tations

Vedas.

led to
Veda
showed.

Parliamentary panel calls top
MHA officials over crime
against women

New Delhi: In the wake of the alleged case of gangrape
in Uttar Pradesh's Hathras, a parliamentary panel has
called top Union Home Ministry officials to appear
before it next week and briet the members on
'Atrocities and Crime Against Women', sources said

They said the home secretary has been called to
appear before the Parliamentary Standing Committee
on Home Affairs and is expected to brief it on the issue
of crimes against women. Besides this, the reconsti-
tuted panel will also discuss issues related to the man-
agement of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Home
Affairs chaired by senior Congress leader Anand
Sharma will be briefed by the officials of the Home
Ministry on October 22 on the subject of 'Atrocities
and Crime Against Women', according to a notice
issued by Rajya Sabha Secretariat.

India recorded on an average 87 rape cases daily
in 2019 and overall 4,05,861 cases of crime against
women during the year, a rise of over 7 per cent from
2018, according to the latest government data.

The country recorded 3,78,236 cases of
crimes against women in 2018, the data compiled
by the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB)
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Kerala gold smuggll

PNS B NEW DELHI

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) probing the
Kerala gold smuggling case
has told a special court in
Kochi that it suspected the
link of underworld don
Dawood Ibrahim’s gang in the
sensational racket.

Arguing that the detention
of all the accused in judicial
custody up to 180 days was
absolutely necessary to carry
forward the investigation in the
case, the agency on Wednesday
said there were intelligence
inputs regarding probable use
of proceeds from the gold
smuggling for anti-national
and terrorism activities.

Through the additional
counter of the nexus between
the gold smuggling case
accused and Dawood at the
Special NIA Court, Kochi the

agency strongly opposed the

bail pleas of all the accused
arrested in connection with the
case. The case relates to smug-
gling of gold through diplo-
matic channel.

Ramees, fifth accused in
the case, during custodial
interrogation, has revealed
that he had attempted to start
a diamond business in
Tanzania and that later he
had attempted to obtain a
gold mining licence in
Tanzania, the NIA said.

He had also stated about
having brought gold from
Tanzania and sold the same in
UAE, it said and quoting UN
Security Council Sanctions
Committee’s narrative sum-
mary on Dawood and fact
sheet published by the US
Department of Treasury
specifically mentioned about
his gang’s activities in Africa.

“Recent news reports have

also specifically mentioned
the diamond business of
Dawood Ibrahim in Tanzania,
managed by his associate
“Feroz”, considered a south
Indian by intelligence agen-

cies’, the agency said in the
report, indicating the sus-
pected link needed to be
probed.

NIA further said the
Central Economic Intelligence

A

Bureau (CEIB), the apex intel-
ligence body for economic
agencies in India, had sent a
report to the Director General
of NIA during October, 2019
regarding the probable use of

proceeds from gold smug-
gling in Kerala, for terrorism
and other anti-national activ-
ities.

The agency submitted the
intelligence report to the
Court in a sealed envelope. “It
is submitted that the facts
now emerging during investi-
gation, regarding the charges
under Sections 17 and /or 18
of the UAPA Act against
accused with otherwise appar-
ently minor roles, indicate
that the intelligence input
received from CEIB, leading to
NIA investigation in this
crime, is gaining credence.”

In the report, the NIA
also said the 12th accused
Mohammed Ali was a member
of “fundamentalist organisa-
tion Popular Front of India”
and was charge-sheeted by
police in the Kerala professor
hand chopping case in 2010
but acquitted as more than 90

nation

: NIA finds D-link

prosecution witnesses had
turned hostile during trial. It
said the scrutiny of data
retrieved by C-DAC from the
seized mobile phone of Ali has
revealed that he had formatted
his phone on July 19 after his
role in the smuggling case sur-
faced. However, from the lim-
ited data retrieved by C-DAC,
pictures of paper slips depict-
ing details of huge cash trans-
actions amounting to several
lakhs of rupees, including one
transaction of 15 lakhs
specifically attributed to one
“Jalal”, have been retrieved,
NIA said. His suspicious cash
transactions need to be ascer-
tained further through custo-
dial interrogation after
advanced forensic analysis and
extraction of more data from
his formatted mobile phone,
the agency added.
Leaders of the Opposition
parties in Kerala on Thursday

slammed Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan after
the NIAs revelation of the
Dawood connection in the
gold smuggling case.

Kerala’s BJP chief K
Surendran accused the gov-
ernment of shielding the
smugglers and demanded that
the Chief Minister resign as he
has “lost moral rights to con-
tinue” “The relationship of the
accused in the Gold
Smuggling Case with D-com-
pany and ISIS has been estab-
lished,” he said.

Reacting to the revela-
tion, Congress leader Ramesh
Chennithala said, “It is very
shocking that the main culprit
in the gold smuggling case has
connections with Dawood
Ibrahim. It is one of the biggest
crimes that happened in
Kerala. Unfortunately, the state
government was supporting
the culprits.”

BJP MP accuses Gong
leaders of looting
29K-acre Waqf land

PNS B NEW DELHI

JP MP Rajeev

Chandrasekhar on
Thursday dished out an eight-
year-old report of the
Karnataka Minority
Commission to allege a 29,000-
acre Waqf land fraud in
Karnataka allegedly involving
political  leaders  like
Mallikarjun Kharge and CM
Ibrahim.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, the MP who is also
anational spokesperson of the
BJP, said the land donated to
Wagf Board is only to be used
for poor Muslims and accord-
ing to a Supreme Court ruling,
the land can “never be sold,
converted or used for other
purposes”

Chandrasekhar alleged that
29,000 acres in the State were put
to commercial use and not for
building hospitals, educational
institutions or for other charita-
ble works for the poor of the
minority community.

Taking a dig at former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh,
whom he quoted as saying that
‘minorities have the first right on
the country resouces, the BJP
MP wondered why Singh could
not look at the exploitation of
Wagfland and the “long process
of exploitation of poor Muslims
for vote bank politics”

It is also an economic and
financial exploitation of poor
Muslims, he said.

The BJP spokesman said
several political leaders includ-
ing those from Congress like
Kharge and Ibrahim were
named in the report which
alleges “massive Waqf land
fraud”

The BJP leader demanded
investigations into all waqf
Boards including those of
Karnataka, Maharashtra and

Chandrasekhar
alleged that 29,000
acre in Karnataka
were put to
commercial use and
not for building
hospitals,
educational
institutions

Uttar Pradesh.

The BJP Government in
Karnataka had on September 23
this year tabled the 2012 report
in the Assembly on encroach-
ment of Wagf properties across
the state.

This was at a time when the
ruling BJP government had
come under attack from
Congress members in the state
Assembly over alleged corrup-
tion charges in the procure-
ment of COVID-19 related med-
ical equipment and in manage-
ment of the pandemic.

The state government appar-
ently sought to turn the tables on
the opposition by tabling the
eight-year-old report that
incriminated several senior
Congress leaders over the mis-
use of Wagqf properties.

The 7,500-page report,
which was prepared by BJP
spokesperson Anwar Manippady
from Mangaluru when he was
chairman of the minorities com-
mission during the party’s pre-
vious regime, highlighted gross
encroachment of Wagf proper-
ties.

The report also named MLA
NA Haris, former ministers
Tanveer Sait and Roshan Baig
and former Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Rehman Khan.

Late Chief Minister Dharam
Singh and late former Union
minister C K Jaffer Sharief were
also said to have been named in
the report.

Managing Covid-19 through ‘herd
immunity” dangerous fallacy: Study

PNS B NEW DELHI

Managing Covid-19 by
allowing herd immunity to
develop in low-risk populations
while protecting the most vul-
nerable is “a dangerous fallacy
unsupported by the scientific
evidence,” an international
group of 80 researchers have
warned.

In an open letter, published
in The Lancet journal, the
authors noted that any pan-
demic management strategy
relying upon the population to
develop immunity from natur-
al infections for Covid-19 is
flawed and currently there is no
evidence for lasting protective
immunity to SARS-CoV-2 after
natural infection.

The statement from the
researchers from various fields
comes days after the World
Health Organisation (WHO)
also advised against any attempts
to achieve herd immunity or to
hope that it will eventually save
us. “Herd immunity or natural
population immunity is not an
option. Lets put our energy,
focus, workforce, actions into
what works” Maria Van
Kerkhove, Covidl9 Technical
Lead, WHO had said.

They pointed out that nat-
ural infection-based herd
immunity approaches risk
impacting the workforce as a
whole and overwhelming the
ability of healthcare systems to
provide acute and routine care.

In the face of a second
wave of infection in several
parts of the world, the scien-
tists including Devi Sridhar
from the University of
Edinburgh in the UK, said
there is currently renewed
interest in herd immunity
approaches allowing a large
uncontrolled outbreak in low-
risk populations while pro-
tecting the vulnerable.

2.4 |akh tuberculosis
patients went unreported
in India in 2019: Study

PNS B NEW DELHI

In India, only 2.40 million out
of an estimated 2.64 million
cases of tuberculosis were
reported to the Government,
that is, 2,40,000 TB patients
went unreported in 2019,
according to the recently
released WHO Global
Tuberculosis Report 2020.
Following the imposition of
national lockdown amid the
Corona triggered lockdown,
the weekly and monthly num-
ber of TB case notifications in
India fell by more than 50 per
cent between the end of March
and late April, said the report.
Compared with the first six
months of 2019, monthly noti-
fications in the first six months
of 2020 were approximately
25-30 per cent lower in India,
Indonesia and the Philippines
The reporting of TB cases,
however, has significantly
increased over the years in
India: from 1.74 million in
2015 to 2.40 million in 2019.
Notifications of people newly
diagnosed with TB rose from 1.2
million to 2.2 million between
2013 and 2019 (+74%) while in
2018, the country had an esti-
mated 2.69 million TB patients.
The number of laboratory-
confirmed multi-drug resistant
TB cases has increased from

58,347 in 2018 to 66,255 in 2019,
said the report.

“As a result, universal drug
susceptibility testing, the num-
ber of bacteriologically con-
firmed TB cases tested for
rifampicin resistance has
increased from 46% in 2018 to
77% in 2019, This is a critical
improvement that helps detect
drug resistance at the very out-
set and before initiation of treat-
ment,” said the report.

The incidence per 100,000
population has decreased from
199in 2018 to 193 in 2019. The
total TB incidence rate in India
has decreased by almost 50,000
patients over the past one year,
it added.

On TB funding in India, the
report says findings say that the
national TB budget in 2019 was
$497 million of which 85%
came from domestic sources
and 15% from external and
donor agencies. About 77% of|
the total budget of $583 million
came from domestic resources.
“This is a significant increase as
compared to 2016 numbers
when the national TB budget
was US$ 280 million and only
38% of it coming from domes-
tic resources.” The Global TB
report has collated data from
over 200 countries that has
shown significant reductions
in TB case notifications.

While some have argued
this approach could lead to the
development of infection-
acquired immunity in the low-
risk population, which will

eventually protect the vulner-
able, the researchers explained
such uncontrolled transmis-
sion in younger people risks
significant ill-health and death.

GBI rubbishes media
claim that it reached
SSR case conclusion

_. -

PNS B NEW DELHI

The CBI on Thursday yet
again clarified that it con-
tinues to investigate the death
of film star Sushant Singh
Rajput and rubbished media
reports claiming the agency has
reached a conclusion in its
probe in the case.

“There are certain specu-
lative reports in media that the
CBI has reached a conclusion.
It may be reiterated that these
reports are speculative and
erroneous, it said in a state-
ment on Thursday. This is the
third clarification given by the
CBI in nearly one and a half
months.

The clarification comes
after media reports on
Thursday claimed the agency’s
probe has veered around the
suicide theory as pointed out by
the AIIMS medical board and
the CBI will accordingly sub-
mit the report before the con-
cerned court soon. The “spec-
ulative” reports also claimed
there was no foul play. The
media report comes days after
the AIIMS medical board ruled
out murder theories and con-
cluded that Sushant Singh
Rajput’s death was a result of
suicide.

In its report submitted on
September 29, the Dr Sudhir
Gupta-led AIIMS panel re-
examined Rajput’s post-
mortem and viscera reports
and concluded that it was a case
of suicide. The report ruled out
the possibility of any foul play
or murder angle in the case.

“The Central Bureau of
Investigation is conducting

In its report
submitted on
September 29, the
Dr Sudhir Gupta-led
AlIMS panel re-
examined Rajput’s
post-mortem and
viscera reports and
concluded that it
was a case of
suicide

professional investigation relat-
ed to death of Shri Sushant
Singh Rajput in which all
aspects are being looked at and
no aspect has been ruled out as
of date. Investigation is con-
tinuing,” the CBI had said in a
statement on September 28
following similar media
reports.

On September 3, the CBI
had said, “The CBI is con-
ducting investigation related to
death of Sh. Sushant Singh
Rajput in a systematic and
professional way. Certain
media reports attributed to
CBI investigation are specula-
tive and not based on facts. It
is reiterated that as a matter of
Policy, CBI does not share
details of ongoing investigation.
CBI spokesperson or any team
member has not shared any
details of investigation with
media. The details being
reported and attributed to CBI
are not credible”

SC notice to
Centre on PIL
to requlate
OTT platforms

PTI B NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court

Thursday sought the
Centre’s response on a PIL for
regulating OTT platforms
such as Netflix and Amazon
Prime by an autonomous
body.

A bench comprising
Chief Justice S A Bobde and
Justices A S Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian issued
notices to the central gov-
ernment, Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting
and Internet and Mobile
Association of India.

“We will issue notice,” the
apex court said while hearing
the plea filed by advocates
Shashank Shekhar Jha and
Apurva Arhatia seeking a
proper board/institution
/association for the monitor-
ing and management of con-
tent on different
OTT/Streaming and digital
media platforms.

“With cinemas theatres
unlikely to open anytime soon
in the country,
OTT/Streaming and different
digital media platforms have
surely given a way out for film
makers and artists to release
their content without being
worried about getting
clearance certificates for their
films and series from the
censor board,” the plea said.

At present, however, there
is no law or autonomous
body governing the digital
content to monitor and
manage these digital
contents and it is made avail-
able to the public at large
without any filter or screen-
ing, it said.

Kashmiri woman in Delhi accuses
landlady of calling her ‘terrorist’

/11 Iincidents of stubble

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

AKashmiri woman on Thursday
alleged that her landlady targeted
her for being a 'Kashmiri' and called her
a'terrorist'. She also alleged that in her
absence the landlady had removed her
furniture from the house. Police said
they have registered a case and inves-
tigation has been initiated.

The Delhi Commission For
Women (DCW) has issued a notice to
the police in this connection and has
sought an action taken report, copy of
the FIR and whether any arrests have
been made in the case. The incident
took place on Wednesday.

In her complaint, the woman, who
hails from Srinagar, has alleged that her
landlady had entered the house along
with a man and called her 'terrorist' as
she is from Kashmir. When the victim
returned home, she found her house
lock broken and valuables stolen. Her
landlady was also at the spot. Soon a
heated argument broke out between
both the parties, police said.

According to a senior police offi-
cial, a police control room (PCR) call
was received regarding a theft in a
woman's house following which a
police team was dispatched for the spot.

“On reaching the spot, it was
revealed that the house was rented to
two sisters. Both are natives of Srinagar.
The PCR call was made by their land-
lady. The tenant alleged that her land-
lady had broken the locks of house and
removed furniture and also stolen
clothes and Rs 20,000, he said.

“During enquiry, it was found that
a quarrel had taken place earlier
between them over paying house rent

and electricity bills. The electricity con-
nection was also disconnected by the
BSES. Based on a written complaint
given by the tenant, a case has been reg-
istered under section 448 (punishment
for house trespass), 380 (Theft dwelling
house), 457 (lurking house-trespass),
323 (Punishment for voluntarily caus-
ing hurt), 509 (word, gesture or act
intended to insult the modesty of a
woman) of Indian Penal Code at Amar
Colony police station and the matter is
being investigated,” said R P Meena, the
Deputy Commissioner of Police (DCP),
Southeast district.

A written complaint has also been
given by the landlady in this regard and
it is also being examined,” said the DCP.

“So my landlady enters my house
along with a man , that i have never
seen in my whole life and starts to call
me and my friends “TERRORISTS' just
because we are from KASHMIR that
too, in front of a police official. They
trespassed, broke in and our money,
furniture,” she alleged in her tweet.

She claimed her landlady also
abused them. "Then she framed us for
stealing the furniture, which she her-
self took from here in our absence . She
is calling us names, abusing us and pro-
voking us. The man literally pushed me
and the landlady as well tried to attack
me, all in front of DELHI POLICE," she
alleged in her tweet.

However, police, said they are
probing about the man who was
allegedly accompanying the landlady.

Responding to her tweet, Delhi
Commission for Women Chief Swati
Maliwal said "This is shocking &
shameful. DCW team is in touch.
We'll ensure action!"

burning reported from 3

States on October 14 alone

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

The burning of paddy crop residue
continued in Punjab, Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh as satellite images detect-
ed 711 incidents, the highest in a sin-
gle day this year, on October 14.

The images showed 616 in Punjab,
87 in Haryana and 08 in Uttar Pradesh.
This year, 4015 incidents were detected
in three states between October 1 and 15
as compared to the 2119 incidents in
2019 and 2151 in 2018. The highest inci-
dents have been reported in Punjab
(3029), followed by Haryana (737) and
UP (249). As per data, Haryana and UP
have recorded less incidents of farm fires
as compared to the last year.

Flagging off 50 inspection teams of
the Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) for field visits to keep a watch
on pollution hot spots, Union
Environment Minister Prakash
Javadekar on Thursday said that only 4
per cent pollution is due to stubble burn-
ing and 96 percent of it is due to local
factors like biomass burning, garbage
dumping, unpaved roads, dust, con-
struction and demolition activities.

“ILappeal to the Punjab government
to swing into action and curb stubble
burning. I went to attend a programme
in Ludhiana last year. On my way back,
my throat choked due to the smoke from
stubble burning even when I was in an
air-conditioned car,” the minister said.

The data showed that 247 incidents
were detected on October 13; 362 on

L

October 12; 333 on October 11; 238 on
October 10; 310 on October 9 and 126
on October 9., The incidents of farm
fires were recorded 856 in 2019; 774 in
2018; 2731 in 2017 and 4339 in 2016
during the same period (between
October 1 and 14) in the State. Majority
of farm fires cases are reported in
Amritsar, Tarn Taran and Patiala,
Gurdaspur and Ferozepur districts.

With 779 farm fire incidents,
Amritsar district ranks on the top,
closely followed by Tarn Taran (743
incidents), Patiala (322 incidents)
and Gurdaspur (208 incidents),
(Ferozpur 195) districts, as of October
12, 2020.

The satellite images showed 737
incidents in Haryana and majority of
them from Kurukshetra, Karnal,
Fatehabad, Yamunanagar, Sirsa,
Sonipat, Hisar and Ambala regions.
The farm fire incidents are less this
year as compared to the last year of
992 in 2019; 965 in 2018; 1647 in 2017
and 2074 in 2016. With 164,
Kurukshetra is top in the list, followed
by Karnal (154 incidents), Ambala
(110 incidents), Kaithal (99), Jind ( 43
incidents) and Fatehabad (58 inci-
dents) so far.

Just like human beings,
cows prefer face-to-face
chat also: Research

PNS B NEW DELHI

cows also prefer a face-to-

ce chat, a team of researchers
said after they found that the
four-legged cattle were actual-
ly more relaxed when spoken
to directly by a live human,
rather than when listening to a
recorded voice via a loud-
speaker.

How did they find that the
bovine animals were happy?
The study published in journal
Frontiers in Psychology said,
“Heart rate variability was
higher when cattle were spoken
to directly, indicating they were
enjoying themselves.

“After this treatment,
heart rates were lower than
after listening to a recorded
voice, showing that the ani-
mals were more relaxed fol-
lowing the live chat”

“Cattle like stroking in
combination with gentle talk-
ing,” said Annika Lange of the
University of Veterinary
Medicine, Vienna, Austria.
“In scientific contexts, a
recording of a human voice
speaking gently could be used
to relax the animals, because
it can be difficult to repeat the
same phrases in the same way
during experiments”

Using a recorded voice
means conditions are as sim-
ilar as possible in each trial,
following a concept known as

Just like many human beings,
a

“standardization” -- an impor-
tant principle of scientific
experimentation.

The team worked with a
herd of 28 cattle, comparing
the benefits of either stroking
the animals while playing a
recording of an experimenter’s
voice, or stroking while speak-
ing to the animals directly.
After monitoring the animals’
responses during the experi-
ments, they found live talking
was the best mood enhancer
for their bovine friends.

How does a chilled cow
behave? “When relaxed and
enjoying the interaction, the
animals will often stretch out
their necks as they do when
they groom each other,” says
Lange. “Additionally, it is
thought that ear positions
may indicate mood: hanging
ears and low ear positions
appear to be linked to relax-
ation”

Lange calls for further
research to see if results are
also valid for different herds
and situations, such as with
cows that are more fearful of
humans.

Rahul asks Twitterati
question, launches
veiled attack on Modi

PNS B NEW DELHI

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Thursday
morning asked twitterati about
what is common between
countries like Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Vietnam, Iragq,
Korea and Syria. Later in the
day answering his own ques-
tion, Rahul Gandhi said that
leaders of these countries divid-
ed them internally, which made
these countries battleground
between dominant powers.
During the day it was taken as
a veiled attack on the Narendra
Modi Government by drawing
parallel with the leaders of the
above-mentioned countries.

The Gandhi scion on
Thursday morning tweeted,
“Can anyone guess what’s com-
mon between these countries:
Pakistan, Iraq, Korea, Vietnam,
Syria and Afghanistan”.
Answering his own tweet later
in the evening, he said, “Their
leaders divided them internal-
ly and let their countries
become battlegrounds between
the dominant powers of their
time. Their people paid for the
leaders’ actions with blood and
tears.”

On Wednesday also, Rahul
Gandhi took a dig at Narendra
Modi over the International
Monetary Fund’s (IMF) com-
parison of the country’s per
capita Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) with that of neigh-
bouring Bangladesh.
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Mehhooba returns

The PDP leader intends to pivot the larger alliance of all Kashmiri
parties for a resolution of the Kashmir issue in totality

”, fthe intention behind incarcerating former Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister and Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) leader Mehbooba Mufti for over 14 months was
to break her spirit, then the Government has clearly failed
to do so. For hours after her release, she went beyond
what the National Conference leaders, Farooq and Omar
Abdullah, pledged to do as part of what they call a unit-
ed Gupkar Declaration, namely restoring the special sta-
tus of the erstwhile State. She wanted a political reso-
lution of the Kashmir issue in its entirety and though she
had joined hands with the Abdullahs for a larger cause,
she seems determined enough to carry on her move-
ment and reclaim her space in conversations. It remains to be seen whether her grand-
standing is meant to blunt Farooq Abdullah’s recent belligerence against the Centre and
his wild missive that China could help in restoring Kashmir’s special status or whether
she is genuinely trying to reclaim lost political space and emerge as a power player. Is
she negotiating her own role as a pivot in the changed apparatus? At some level, all the
leaders know that a retraction of the status would be aimost impossible, considering that
even major world powers have endorsed India’s position of acting within its constitution-
al space. Besides, they would have to challenge Kashmir’s changed status in the Supreme
Court. Interestingly, there is less mention of Article 370 per se as such but an emphasis
on the Centre’s “onslaught” on Kashmir’s “identity.” The message clearly is to get as many
parties as possible on common ground and set an agenda acceptable to all. This way all
can stand up to the Centre and challenge it head-on rather than being scattered and direc-
tionless. Mehbooba, incidentally, is the last of the Valley’s mainstream political leaders to
have been set free after they were charged under the Public Safety Act (PSA) ostensibly
because of their frack record of incendiary speeches that, the Government thought, would
provoke people against the abrogation of Article 370. The fact is, the Government mis-
calculated their appeal greatly and disregarded that they were politically elected leaders
who had been in alliance with New Delhi, acted as a buffer between the Centre and the
militant movement and still had enough ground support, one that has prevented the
Government from propping up alternate structures and leaders. Besides, for all the filters,
curfews and lockdowns in Kashmir, militancy hasn’t abated and remains a draw for dis-
enchanted youth. And for all its promises of bridging the trust deficit by accelerating devel-
opment, economic revival or civil engagement, without the participation by locals and their
endorsement, Kashmir’s integration with the mainstream is increasingly looking like an
exercise in political egoism, a tool that is more disempowering than engaging, a punish-
ment for history than an incentive for moving on. Politically, too, the BJP has been at the
receiving end of non-cooperation, what with a spike in hitback killings of BJP leaders and
sarpanches, the latter seen as extensions of Central authority. Only 7,528 of the 19,582
panch and sarpanch seats in Kashmir went to polls in 2018. Yet a majority of the elected
are hiding out in hotels in Srinagar for fear of being attacked for participating in an elec-
toral process that the Centre initiated. The BJP had hoped to build an alternative political
pyramid with friendly leaders at the local level and devolving power to them. But that was
not to be. Over 12,000 seats are still empty affecting local administration and despite the
changed status, nobody is ready to engage till all known elected representatives are freed
from detention. With credible leaders redefined as public enemies, as bad as militants,
and basic rights and connectivity denied to locals, there is confusion, disenchantment and
fatigue everywhere, one that can congeal to become a violent force if left to fester. Perhaps,
that's the reason why the Government has changed its tactics and is returning the peo-
ple’s representatives to them as it were. It is even expected to hold elections in the remain-
ing panchayat seats by the end of the year, risk any outcome and build connect strate-
gies from there. For the political vacuum is costing it heavy and only lionising the likes of
the Abdullahs and the Muftis. It is with this larger agenda that a seasoned politician like
Manoj Sinha was made the new Lt Governor of the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir.
A low-key politician, his mission is to work out ways of connecting with people without
disturbing the BJP’s overall schematics in the Valley and even negotiate with all the polit-
ical parties. The Government has realised that it cannot make any claim of transformative
intent till it gets some kind of mediatory presence of local parties. The BJP’s attempts to
raise the Jammu and Kashmir Apni Party (JKAP), drawing rejects from the PDP and NC,
lacks credibility. The Government could meet the old leaders half way, involving them in
areconciliation process on the condition that they wouldn’t play a dual strategy with Pakistan.
Some could be amenable to working the middle ground over time. But first, it should restore
normalcy and mainstream internet connectivity. The youth are already feeling punished
for being left out of the digital education revolution and we cannot let them be radicalised.
E-commerce and online filing of tax and other financial transactions have been badly hit.
The economy is in shambles with disruptive clampdowns affecting the supply chain and
the services sector. Even the traditional performing sectors like the apple trade, tourism
and handicrafts have wilted and there is nothing that seems worthy of big ticket invest-
ment. There must be an enabling climate or Kashmir could slip into a deeper trough, worse
than ever imagined.

Yet another silly idea

"The ban on generators is yet another one in the long list of
sﬂly ideas to control pollution that skirt the central issue
! The ban on using generators in the National Capital

Region when air quality levels hit hazardous highs

must have been thought up by someone who lives
in a ground floor apartment. Or that must have been
the line by someone living in a penthouse on the 13th
floor of a high-rise apartment block and would have
cost the equivalent of half a million US dollars. While
the overall electricity situation has improved in Delhi
dramatically over the past decade, there are still power-
cuts in Gurugram and Noida, both cities are home to
millions who have spent their life savings on fancy apart-
ments. To be then told that they will have to climb 12,13
or 14 stories because the lights are out because there is an illogical ban on gensets
and even if they manage the climb up, then to have no internet or possibly even run
their kitchens, thanks to almost everything running on electricity. This is not to argue
against the continuing incompetence of electricity providers in being unable to assure
guaranteed 24-hour electricity in India, although that situation is improving but the imprac-
ticality of this decision has to be made clear to the powers that be.

This also highlights how authorities are charging at windmills while ignoring the ele-
phant in the room as farmers in Punjab and Haryana continue to burn fields, many with
political patronage. There are several causes for why the farmers burn their fields from
alack of cheap labour to changing crop patterns, but it is contingent upon the Government
to at least give them subsidised equipment to remove the stubble. Hundreds of crores
of rupees have been collected as a green cess over the past few years and that money
should be deployed to resolve this problem instead of sitting in the bank. This could
give impetus to agricultural equipment manufacturers as well as improve the electrici-
ty situation in multi-storey buildings. Yes, poor air quality is a serious problem in the
capital but we must not end up cutting off our nose to spite the face. Not allowing gensets
in the current time is a stupid idea that will inconvenience more people than it will help
in solving the pollution crisis. Setting strict pollution norms for generators will help more.
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Aatmanirbharta in defence

Despite the minor setback with the indigenous ATAGS programme, India must
forge ahead in the nation’s interest and of course for the Army’s sake

g

J P SINGH

he Advanced Towed
Artillery Guns System
(ATAGS) programme
began in 2012 spear-
headed by the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO), with two
strategic partners — the Bharat
Forge Limited (BFL) and Tata
Power Strategic Engineering
Division (SED). The Defence
Acquisition Council (DAC) had
ratified procurement of 150
ATAGS in August 2018, howev-
er, the process of developing
them started way back in 2013
and concluded by 2017. The
howitzer gun system was devel-
oped in a record time of 30
months and has gone through
extensive trials over the last four
years and performed admirably
with remarkable consistency.

The ATAGS is one of the most
advanced and perhaps the world’s
first gun which is capable of
delivering Bi-Modular Charge
System (BMCS) zone-seven pro-
pellants. With a firing range of 48
km — a record of sorts in the 155
millimeter/52 calibre family —
the ATAGS is an appendage to the
indigenously developed 155 mil-
limeter/45 calibre artillery gun
Dhanush.

Dhanush is a derivative of the
FH-77B 155mm/39 calibre towed
howitzer, previously built by the
Swedish defence contractor
Bofors. The Indian Army pro-
cured a total of 414 Swedish
howitzers between 1987 and 1991.
Dhanush howitzers have a max-
imum effective range of 38 km in
salvo mode as compared to the 48
km of the ATAGS.

The India made ATAGS con-
sists of a duel power system
where hydraulics is used for
mobility and gun in/out action
whereas electrical power is used
for the Gun Laying and
Ammunition Handling System
(AHS). The system is configured
with an all-electric drive that
ensures maintenance-free and
reliable and secure operations
over a long period of time. The
gun system has automatic setting
up, laying with a high-end Inertial
Navigation System (INS) and
automated AHS which loads shell,
charge and primer simultane-
ously with a manual back up for
the laying system. The gun sys-
tem’s hydraulic drive provides
effective manoeuvrability in dif-
ferent terrains — on roads, cross

(Robert) Destro will lead US efforts
to promote dialogue between the
People’s Republic of China and the
Dalai Lama or his representatives;
protect the unique religious, cultural
and linguistic identity of Tibetans.

US Secretary of State
—NMike Pompeo

country, in the desert and in
high altitude areas. The high
power Auxiliary Power Unit
(made in India) also renders
effective self-propelled speed,
rapid deployment and short
response time.

The ATAGS has greater than
95 per cent indigenous compo-
nents. The complete supply
chain, from raw materials to
end product, lies within the
country, making it a true
embodiment of ‘Make in India’
in defence system. The ATAGS
gun system comprises of 7,463
components of which 4,977 are
manufactured parts involving
about 30,000 manufacturing
processes and more than
2,00,000 inspection parame-
ters.

The project is now in the
Technology Readiness Level
(TRL) stage 10 (as per the
DRDO TRL stages), after being
put through mandatory trials
over the last five years. Earlier
this month, it entered into its
last stages of trial — viz the
Preliminary Staff Qualitative
Requirements (PSQR) trial,
which is done prior to its
induction into the arsenal sys-
tem. The gun has already been
through a rigorous pre-PSQR
trial with the users and DRDO
teams. In these trials, the BFL
developed gun system fired a
total of 130 plus rounds, most-
ly in zone seven, and the feed-
back was that the system has
lived up to the parameters.

The gun fielded by Tata
Aerospace and Defence
Limited succeeded in firing 99
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THE PROJECT IS
NOW IN THE TRL
STAGE 10 AND
HAS ALREADY
BEEN THROUGH

A RIGOROUS
PRE-PSQR TRIAL
WITH THE USERS
AND DRDO
TEAMS. IN THESE
TRIALS, THE BFL
DEVELOPED GUNS
FIRED A TOTAL OF
130 PLUS ROUNDS,
MOSTLY IN ZONE
SEVEN, AND THE
FEEDBACK WAS
THAT THE SYSTEM
HAS LIVED UP TO
THE PARAMETERS

%

rounds. At the 100th round
which was fifth of the rapid-
fire practice, the gun tube
sheared off, triggering the first
unfortunate incident. The
cause is currently being inves-
tigated. Some experts blame it
on ammunition, while the oth-
ers want to zero in on the tube
and the immense pressure it
has been made to withstand. It
must be noted that the guns
which have till now fired
almost 2,000 rounds between
them can easily tolerate pres-
sure levels up to 560 megapas-
cals and are the only ones to
fire munitions in zone seven.
As part of the process, an
investigation to identify and
rectify the causes behind the
“shear and structural strain” is
a must. It would be detrimen-
tal to the «cause of
AatmaNirbhar Bharat’ to delay
or disrupt the processes of
development of the ATAGS.
The ATAGS is the first
weapon platform which has
been designed and developed
from scratch and can boast of
being truly Indian. Developed
by the DRDO and the two
major Indian industry part-
ners, nurturing a well-net-
worked ecosystem of Indian
vendors and sub-vendors, the
ATAGS symbolises national
pride. We own the design, its
IP and all the data that con-
cerns the overall weapon sys-
tem. Foreign assistance is cost-
ly and it will be foolhardy not
to build on the successes that
we have already achieved so
far, notwithstanding minor
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join the campaign.

Delhi CM
—Arvind Kejriwal

Delhi is trying to combat
pollution. For this, we have
launched a new campaign
called, Red light On,
off. | request everyone to

Gaadi
\:  procurement.

Puunjab CM

N E —Amarinder Singh

We cannot afford to let our
guard down, especially
considering the fact that
the paddy harvesting is on,
as also the Government

29
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Australian cricket chief
* —*Earl Eddings

setbacks.

Most of the guns coming
from the US, France, Germany,
Israel and the Czech Republic
that have undergone trials,
have encountered similar inci-
dents at lower zones of firing
involving lower pressure. Thus,
blaming higher pressure in
ATAGS is a bit far-fetched. It
is worth mentioning that none
of these guns were fired in zone
seven and neither fired as
many rounds as the ATAGS.

It is a good opportunity to
examine the quality and effica-
cy of the ammunition basket
being produced in India as we
are relatively new in making
artillery munitions, fuses and
charges (BMCS in this case).
Given the extremely high pres-
sure, every part of the muni-
tion, be it the shell, driving
bands of the projectile or the
fuse which has to withstand
extremely high angular veloc-
ity, every component must
respond in a zero error man-
ner. All said and done, preci-
sion and expertise come with
real-time experience and trials.
It is unlikely that a foreign ven-
dor will part with core tech-
nologies or requisite data to
make India aatmanirbhar. In
the nation’s interest and with
the singular objective of giving
more teeth to the Army, let us
learn to take such incidents in
our stride and resolve to forge
ahead. Indias ATAGS must
succeed.

(The writer is former Deputy
Chief of Army Staff. Views
expressed are personal.)

: Sourav Ganguly and | talk
: about it most days and we
¢ are already planning when
: we can catch up once he

¢ and the team get over here
¢ (Australia).
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Defying protocols

Sir — Maharashtra Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari and Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray are
in an open war of words about
the re-opening of temples in the
State. Koshyari, mockingly asked
Thackeray if he had turned “sec-
ular’, provoking the latter to
remind Koshyari that the word
“secular” is in the Constitution he
had sworn to protect when he
took oath of the office in Raj
Bhavan. Additionally, the CM
said that he did not need his
Hindutva credentials certified by
a puppet. However, this isn’t the
first time when a Governor
appointed by the Centre has been
at odds with the State
Government. But what was
shocking in this case was the
intemperate language used by the

Structural reforms are urgently needed

n yet another shocking incident of sexual assault
I reported from Uttar Pradesh, a 17-year-old girl was

allegedly thrashed and raped inside a Government
college hostel in Jhansi. The incident took place on
October 11 during the UP Provincial Civil Services (PCS)
preliminary exam 2020 at the Jhansi College. The vic-
tim, a class 10 student, alleged in her complaint that
around a dozen students of the college forcibly took
her inside the campus where one of them raped her
while others filmed the gruesome act and even robbed

her of ¥2,000.

On the same day, in yet another incident, a woman

was gang-raped and her five-year-old child murdered
in Ojha Baraon village in Bihar's Buxar district. The
woman and her child were on their way to a bank when
they were abducted by a few men. The woman was then
gang-raped. She was later tied up with her son and
thrown into a river. Locals came to their rescue when

she shouted for help, but the child had died by then.
These two cases are among the ones that were

reported but many such crimes go unreported as either
victims or their family fear social backlash. Rape is the
fourth most common crime against women in India.
In such terrifying times, structural reforms are urgent-
ly needed. The Government should not let the situa-
tion continue to worsen.

MN Musaeed
Mumbai

Governor, who in an attempt to
do his bit for the BJP defied pro-
tocols. The Governor is behav-
ing like the agent of the Central
Government to harass the State
CM by playing dirty politics.
Bhagwan Thadani
Mumbai

Single exam system

Sir — It is surprising to see stu-
dents scoring 100 per cent in sub-

jects like Hindi as some State

Boards have literally made a
mockery of the whole scoring
system. A similar exam follow-
ing the pattern of the National
Eligibility Cum Entrance Test
(NEET), Joint Entrance
Examinations (JEE) and
Common Aptitude Test (CAT)
will be a good solution to select
the right candidate rather than
just banking on the senior sec-

ondary board examination sys-
tem. And the National Education
Policy 2020 (NEP) rightly pro-
poses a single national school-
leaving exam to resolve this
issue. Politics should be kept out
from such crucial issues. And
hopefully, all States will come on
board and accept it for the larg-
er interest of the students and the
education sector. We cannot
have these appalling cut-offs

year after year with students from

certain Boards getting the ben-

efit of entering top colleges in
Delhi University.

Bal Govind

Noida

Next on the hot seat

Sir — Preparations for Bihar
Assembly elections are at a peak
and it will be taking place in

unprecedented circumstances
over three phases, starting from
the last week of October till the
first week of November. It will be
the first State to conduct polls after
the outbreak of the pandemic. For
Chief Minister and Janata Dal
(United) leader Nitish Kumar, it
is a chance to convince his peo-
ple that he is still good enough to
deliver after having failed to han-
dle the Corona outbreak and the
returnee migrants’ crisis. For the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) chief
Lalu Prasad, this is a chance to
prove that his son has it in him to
continue his political movement
and more importantly, that he is
still a leader who matters in
reshaping the political discourse.
It will be interesting to see how
Lok Janshakti Party (LJP) leader
Chirag Paswan performs in the
elections, now when his mentor
and father Ram Vilas Paswan has
passed away. Will Chirag uphold
his father’s legacy or will he end
up squirming for seats with JD(U)
and BJP? Overall, Bihar elections
pose a serious challenge for all
political parties and only time will
tell which one wins.
Mohd Najib
Patna

Send your feedback to;
letterstopioneer@gmail.com
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L ockdowns and
terminal decline

The pandemic will accelerate the fall of the
West unless we abandon our irrational
approach to the virus

}

ALLISTER HEATH
Please, please, Prime Minister, do not lock the UK down again.

Do not listen to the unidimensional, anti-economic, risk-averse

groupthink from Sage. Ignore Sir Keir Starmer and Sadiq
Khan’s shameless politicking. A “circuit-breaker” is doublespeak
for another lockdown, and cannot be a sustainable answer: The
virus would only be temporarily suppressed, with transmission
bouncing back as soon as the restrictions were lifted again. A vicious
circle of stop-go lockdowns would be a catastrophic indictment
of Government policy, an admission of total defeat, a victory of
fear and emotion over reason. We would no longer be a free soci-
ety tolerating an exceptional, temporary shutdown to allow our scan-
dalously unprepared establishment to learn to manage a terrible
situation. Instead, we would have transitioned to a world of per-
manent emergency, a wartime society whereby individual rights
and lives were permanently suppressed for an ill-defined, ever-
shifting “national interest.” A new principle would have become
established: That the Government has the right and even the oblig-
ation to lock us down at the first sign of any new epidemic, even
one that doesn't truly threaten the survival of our society. The main
rationale for a “circuit-breaker” — that it would buy yet more time
for “one last push” on testing, the app, tracing and a vaccine —
is tragically delusional. Even the French and Germans have failed
to introduce effective testing and tracing, suggesting that the endeav-
our may be an elusive El Dorado, at least for now.

Yes, afew deaths might be avoided by spreading out ICU admis-
sions to our hopelessly ineffectual National Health Service. Yes,
a few others — maybe even up to 20,000 in a best-case sce-
nario — might be saved as a result of multiple lockdowns if an
effective vaccine suddenly, miraculously materialises by April 2021.
But, in reality, most deaths would not be avoided, merely delayed,
and there will be plenty of additional fatalities caused by the lock-
down itself — including out of despair — to set against that.
Unemployment would have surged, tens of thousands more busi-
nesses ruined, family and community life laid to waste, and immense
misery created. What kind of society is ready to destroy so much
to save so little?

If he agrees to the lockdown fanatics’ every demand, Boris
Johnson'’s legacy would have been to sweep away the Eurocrats,
and cut back on the juristocrats, just to replace them with a new
medicocracy. A gang of well-meaning scientists and doctors would
be empowered to impose their narrow vision of the good on the
rest of us, the first therapeutic, zero-risk State in world history.

But public health experts don’t have the full perspective. We
can’t go on like this for much longer. The first lockdown probably
increased our debt to Gross Domestic Product (GDP) ratio by 20
percentage points; adding yet another 20 per cent over the win-
ter would weaken us severely. We could survive that, of course,
but what firepower would we have left when the next calamity hits
us? What about another virus? And the one after that? Or what
about the next bad flu season? We would be all but bankrupt by
2030, with a Dollar, Sterling and Euro crisis on our hands.

Lawrence Summers, the economist, estimates the cost of
COVID will reach 90 per cent of the GDP for America alone — a
mind-boggling $16 trillion or $2,00,000 per family. This is “four
times larger than the output loss of the Great Recession, twice the
cost of all wars since 9/11, and roughly the cost of climate change
in the next 50 years.” We need to find ways of minimising this
cost for future pandemics, or we will be condemned to impover-
ishment, social decay and geopolitical decline.

This latter point is ably demonstrated by the International
Monetary Fund’s latest forecasts. It expects the UK to suffera 9.8
per cent fall in GDP this year, identical to France, better than Italy
or Spain. Germany and America will shrink but by less.
Astonishingly, however, China’s economy will actually grow this
year. This pandemic has accelerated many trends, not least the
transfer of power from the West to the East. South East Asian coun-
tries are among the few to have kept the costs of the virus to man-
ageable levels, and China is laughing.

Britain and the West have two choices. We could relearn to
live with death, as we did in the post-World War years when big
flu epidemics killed tens of thousands. The alternative is to embrace
the South Korean approach. We will need to invest a fortune in
pandemic preparedness and technology, and pounce on the next
virus as soon as it emerges. Ruthless, brutal quarantining, isola-
tion and hugely superior tracking and tracing will be necessary.

Can we do it? Would we have to give up too much privacy
and liberty? Are we nearing the twilight of the West, defeated by
its fragility, its inability to cope with the kind of virus that our fore-
bears shrugged off? If we don’t get our act together, this will not
just be Asia’s century but also the West's last as any kind of bea-
con to the rest of the world. Boris Johnson needs to show that
Britain, for one, hasn’t yet given up.

(Courtesy: The Telegraph)

SAMVAD SAMMELANS ARE OUR POLITICAL PROGRAMMES
AND WE HAVE EVERY RIGHT TO EXPLAIN TO FARMERS
THAT THE FARM LAWS HAVE GREAT BENEFITS.
—SPOKESPERSON OF PUNJAB BJP
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT

ANIL SAREEN e

NO MINISTER HAD THE TIME TO MEET FARMERS
EARLIER WHILE AN ARMY OF (BJP) MINISTERS IS
CONDUCTING VIRTUAL RALLIES IN PUNJAB.
—FORMER UNION MINISTER

HARSIMRAT BADAL

Win some, lose some

This surrender of outbound LIT'C travel would negatively impact the tourism sector, which is
already floundering. It 1s a demand swap; the present with the future, FMCG with tourism

SUBHASH CHANDRA PANDEY

inance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman recent- :
Fly announced two special offers for Central :

Government employees, which she hopes can :
also be suitably modified and extended for State
Government staff and availed even by private sec- :
tor workers employed in the organised sector. In :
short, the Centre announced a fresh stimulus for :
the ailing economy, focussing on demand. This :
includes optional use of the Leave Travel :
Concession (LTC) facility for spending on con- :
sumer items, one-time restoration of festival
advance and additional capital expenditure by the :
Centre and States. However, the alternative for LTC :
could be a damp squib as the condition of higher :

spend may not find many takers.

As per the announcements, Central
Government employees can choose to get some :
ready cash if they forego their LTC entitlement for :
the block year of 2018-2021. In addition, every :
Central Government employee, irrespective of rank, :
will get a prepaid Rupay card loaded with 10,000. :
Swipe it for any expenditure by March 31,2021 (no :
cash draw) and repay the advance in 10 monthly :
instalments. No interest, no tax on deemed bene- :
fit. Under the LTC scheme, Central Government
employees get reimbursement of the cost of some :
personal travel undertaken by them and their fam- :
ily members. For civilian staff, it is a trip to their
hometown once in two years and to anywhere with- :
in the country in the next block of two years. For :
defence personnel, it is the annual hometown visit :
and in the alternative year to anywhere in India in :
lieu of hometown travel. There are similar provi- :
sions of LTC benefits for the judicial and legisla- :
tive branch of the State with a different set of enti- :

tlements and rules.

The current LTC block year is 2018-2021. :
During this four calendar years period, a civilian :
Central Government employee can avail reimburse- :
ment of fare for two trips from his place of duty,
one in 2018-19 and another in 2020-21. Both trips :
can be to his hometown or one to the hometown :

and the other to anywhere else in India.

The concession admissible for a particular :
block of two years, which is not availed during that
time period, can be availed in the first year of the :
next block. So, if someone hasn’t availed LTC dur- :
ing January 2018-December 2019, he can do so by :
December 2020. Likewise, the LTC due for 2020- :
21 can be availed by December 2022, subject to cer- :

tain conditions.

To promote tourism to remote areas, the :
Government has been allowing its staff to use their :
hometown LTC to visit specified remote areas. It
has been allowing air travel to these areas to even :
those employees who are not normally permitted
to travel by air at Government cost. This has been :
a hugely popular move. This special scheme has :
now been extended up to September 25, 2022. The :
conversion of hometown LTC is allowed for trav- :
el to the North-Eastern States, Sikkim, Jammu & :
Kashmir, Ladakh, Andman & Nicobar Islands. Air :
travel to these destinations is permitted for all work- :
ers. Also, such trips in lieu of hometown LTC are :
permitted even by private airlines as an exception :
because the rule is that a trip at Government cost :
must be by Air India only. (Those Government ser- :
vants whose hometown and place of posting are :

the same are not allowed this conversion.)

Whenever a LTC journey is undertaken, the :
Government allows 10 days™ earned leave to be :
encashed. A total of 60 days earned leave encash- :
ment with LTC is allowed during the whole ser- :
vice. Employees get earned leave of 30 days every :
year and if not availed cannot be accumulated :

WHO WOULD NOT

LTC IS NOT '
AVAILED

BY EVERYONE.
THERE ARE

MANY WHO DON'T beyond 300 days.

FIND TIME AND X -
MANY OTHERS The Finance Minister has announced

: that an employee can choose not to trav-
WHO FIND THAT : el on the LTC for block year 2018-21 and
THEY CANNOT : instead get some tax-free cash in lieu.
AFFORD : Category I/II/II employees entitled for
NON-FARE : business class air travel/economy class air
EXPENSES  travel/rail travel will get up to 336,000,
320,000 and 6,000, respectively for
TR AVELDLIJFR-I—'\HI% i each family member who forgoes one
GOVER.N MENT ' LTC, subject to the following conditions.
DECIDES TO GIVE .The employee must produce proof of
CASH IN LIEU OF glga\ﬁ/l;g s};:e}nt z(l),z()S,gOO/??lOaOOO/TI&OOO
: by March 31, 2021 through digital means
LTC, IT WOULD ‘on buying Goods and Services Tax
GIVE IT TO : (GST)-invoiced goods/services with a
EVERYONE, : minimum GST of 12 per cent.

EVEN TO THOSE : The employee must also produce
proof of having spent the entire amount
of 10 days’ earned leave by March 31,
:2021 through digital means on buying
TI‘?EﬁRLTgV\?I\II\I : GST-invoiced goods/services with a
* : minimum GST of 12 per cent. Spending
F?EETEE% : less means pro rata cut in the actual cash

i benefit to be disbursed.
ISEBBB/IQJA_II\EIQX © Most processed, packaged food

¢ items, healthcare, medicinal items, toi-

‘ letries, cosmetics and so on attract 12 per
: cent GST. Telecom services bills, insur-
‘ance premia, both life and general insur-
- ance, ULIPs and so on attract 18 per cent
i GST. Then, of course, there are the “sin
: goods” in the high GST bracket. So even
i without buying any expensive white
: goods/gadgets/car, it should be possible
: — except for some very frugal souls —
ito produce eligible GST invoices for
: monthly average spending of less than
:%21,600/312,000/33,600 for Category
: I/II/III employees from now till March
: 2021. The few who might struggle to get
: sufficient invoices may buy goods for oth-
- ers. Petty invoices don’t even carry the
i buyer’s name and there are limits to how
: many checks can be there to stop misuse.
i There have been intermittent sugges-

HAVE AVAILED

tions in the past that the Government
should give some lump sum cash in lieu
of LTC benefit and save itself the hassle
of processing the LTC claims. Moreover,
not all of them are genuine. Long ago,
many employees in an office were found
to have submitted fake LTC claims for
long distance travel by road. The trip was
actually not undertaken as there was no
entry of the quoted private bus having
crossed various toll booths. Dozens were
dismissed from service in a severe dis-
ciplinary action. After that, the
Government made a rule that road trav-
el by private bus would not be eligible for
LTC reimbursement.

Cases of LTC claims based on fake
air travel — even by some high public
functionaries — forced some offices to
introduce the provision for submission
of proof of the actual trip in case of air
travel, like some photographs and so on,
all of which can also be manipulated in
this age of technology. Some private air-
lines used to misuse the LTC to include
even hotel stay and so on in the packaged
fare because only the fare is reimbursed.
All other costs of boarding and lodging
at the destination are expected to be
borne by employees. To overcome this
fraud, the Government introduced stan-
dard LTC fares and restricted travel to Air
India only (except for the North-East and
so on). Frauds by a few dishonest end up
making life miserable for everyone, with
the Government being forced to come
out with stricter regulations. Checking
LTC fraud is an administrative hassle and
some argue that it is better to uncondi-
tionally give cash in lieu of LTC. So far,
this argument has not carried weight for
two reasons.

First, the Government wants employ-
ees to rejuvenate themselves through
travel and promote domestic tourism.
Second, LTC is not availed by everyone.

There are many who don't find time and
many others who find that they cannot
afford non-fare expenses during travel.
If the Government decides to give cash
in lieu of LTC, it would give it to every-
one, even to those who would not have
availed of LTC on their own. For them,
the cash equivalent is a bonanza.

The Central Government hopes that
the State Governments and the private
sector will take a cue and offer similar
schemes, with the Centre promising not
to tax the cash equivalent of the LTC.
Many States limit their LTC scheme to
travel within the State and so the finan-
cial impact would also be limited. For pri-
vate sector employees, tax concession on
LTA can be a big incentive. All they have
to do is produce GST invoices for three
times the LTA. Spending three times the
LTA by March 2021 may not be burden-
some for most. Typically, the LTA is equal
to one month’s salary and so one is being
asked to spend three months’ salary by
March to save income tax on LTA. Of
course, there is the option of buying for
others. In a country like ours, govern-
ments put riders and creative minds
invent workarounds.

Giving cash in lieu of LTC or giving
tax concession on LTA subject to certain
minimum spending of a certain type will
certainly boost short-term consumption
demand. Some of it would be mere dis-
placement of expenditure that would
have happened with or without the con-
cession. This surrender of outbound LTC
travel till December 2022 would negative-
ly impact the travel and tourism indus-
try which is already floundering. It is a
demand swap; the present with the
future, FMCG with travel and tourism.
It is like robbing Peter to pay Paul.

(The writer is a retired IAAS officer,
and former Special Secretary, Ministry of
Commerce and Industry)

.

Assam must fix its hich MMR burden soon

A hub and spoke model and a 100 per cent non-remunerative blood donation structure will help India and Assam reduce deaths

National Health Policy 2017, the target
for MMR per 1,00,000 live births by
2020 is 100.

Figures from a special bulletin
released by the Office of the Registrar
General's Sample Registration System
(SRS) in July this year show that MMR
in India stood at 113 in 2016-18.
Although it has seen a reduction from
122 in 2015-17 and 130 in 2014-2016,
the number is way behind the SDG tar-
get. The most disturbing figure comes
from Assam where MMR is at 215.
However, if one compares it to the 2012-
13 data of the State, it has been signif-
icantly brought down from 301.
Nevertheless, given Indias SDG com-
mitment, immediate intervention is
needed to bring down the ratio further.

As recently as July, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi delivered the keynote
address virtually at the high-level seg-
ment of the United Nations Economic
and Social Council (ECOSOC) session,
wherein he highlighted that Indias
developmental motto of “Sabka saath,
sabka vikaas, sabka vishwas (Together,

FOREIGN EYE

The role of individual States is also
critical. For example, it is important for
a State like Assam with a high MMR to
tackle the problem on a priority basis.
According to an Epidemiological study
of maternal death in Assam, data show
that 21.3 per cent of the deaths were
due to haemorrhage, 17.3 per cent due
to pregnancy-induced hypertension
and 10 per cent due to sepsis. Blood
loss of 500 ml or more within 24 hours
after birth is known as postpartum
haemorrhage. Such deaths can be
brought down significantly by develop-
ing a robust blood transfusion system,
which provides universal access to
safe and adequate blood. The annual
blood collection in Assam in 2018-19
was 2,34,488 units whereas the State
needed 2,42,000 units against the total
number of hospital beds in 2019. As per
a State-wise ranking, which maps the
annual requirement to actual collections
of blood units, Assam comes at the bot-
tom five. With 82 blood banks in the
State, it is regrettable that shortage of
blood remains an area of concern.

Another crucial aspect is the qual-
ity of the blood available. The National
AIDS Control Organisation revealed
that around 1,342 people contracted
HIV infection due to blood transfusion
in 2018-19 pan India. This information
raised several questions on the existing
blood transfusion system in the coun-
try. An effective solution to ensure avail-
ability of safe blood involves shifting to
100 per cent voluntary help and doing
away with replacement donation.
Recruitment of donors becomes one of
the most crucial features of blood trans-
fusion services and a system support-
ed by healthy, responsive and motivat-
ed voluntary blood donors can signif-
icantly reduce the associated quality
issues. The percentage of voluntary
donation in Assam is 47.9 per cent,
which is way below the national aver-
age of 71.9.

Another problem that exists in a
developing country like India is a
fragmented blood transfusion system.
For effective operation of the 3,321
blood banks in the country, it is imper-

ative that there is transparency and
guaranteed quality systems. But ensur-
ing surveillance of 3,321 blood banks
for effective operation is not practical-
ly feasible. However, empirical data
from developing countries show that
adopting a centralised hub and spoke
model can help in accessing safe blood
to a great extent.

Sadly, such a centralised blood
transfusion system is currently non-
existent in India, even though it pre-
vents wastage of extra blood collected,
particularly now that bulk transfers
between banks have been permitted by
the National Blood Transfusion
Council. It enhances access, too, as
blood can be redirected from the hubs
to wherever there is a shortage. In case
of emergencies, the collection of blood
becomes simpler, too. A hub and spoke
model and a 100 per cent non-remu-
nerative blood donation structure will
help India and States like Assam to
reduce the MMR burden.

(The writer is a public policy con-
sultant, Chase India)

FARMER

The Nepal Government has
done nothing to change its
anti-farmer policies. The way
it favours businessmen over
sugarcane farmers is one
instance of crony capitalism.
The Government must
ensure that the economic
equality and social justice
enshrined in the Constitution
also reflect in practice.

(The Kathmandu Post
editorial)

SAYANTANI CHATTERJEE

he United Nations (UN)

I Sustainable Development Goal
(SDG) 3 seeks to ensure health

and well-being for all as a social capi-
tal. SDG 3, more specifically SDG 3.1,
aims to reduce the global Maternal
Mortality Ratio (MMR) to less than 70
per 1,00, 000 live births by 2030. As per
the World Health Organisation
(WHO), maternal death is the demise
of a woman while pregnant or within
42 days of termination of pregnancy,
from any cause related to or aggravat-
ed by the pregnancy or its management.
As per the goal laid down in the

pr— H__. \-‘ KT

for everyone’s growth, with everyone’s
trust)” resonates with the core SDG
principle of leaving no one behind. He
also emphasised that India’s success in
improving the socio-economic indica-
tors of its vast population has a signif-
icant impact on global SDG targets.
Hence, addressing individual health
indicators like MMR is certainly criti-
cal in improving the country’s public
health and meeting targets set by the
SDG.




ST compensation: Govt
to horrow 31.1 L crore

PTI B NEW DELHI

The Central government will
borrow up to 1.1 lakh
crore on behalf of the states to
bridge the shortfall in GST col-
lections, the Finance Ministry
said on Thursday.

A slowdown in the econo-
my since last fiscal has result-
ed in a drop in the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) collections,
upsetting the budgets of states
which had given up their right
to levy local taxes such as sales
tax or VAT when GST was
introduced in July 2017.

To make up for the short-
fall, borrowing from the mar-
ket was proposed. In a state-
ment, the Union Finance
Ministry said states were
offered a special window to
borrow %1.1 lakh crore over
and above their existing limits,
to bridge the shortfall.

“Under the Special
Window, the estimated short-
fall of Rs 1.1 lakh crore (assum-
ing all States join) will be bor-
rowed by Government of India
in appropriate tranches;” the
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statement said. “The amount so
borrowed will be passed on to
the States as a back-to-back
loan in lieu of GST
Compensation Cess releases”

The release, however, did
not say who will service the
interest and principal pay-
ments. The Centre borrowing
on behalf of states is likely to
ensure that a single rate of bor-
rowing is charged and this
would also be easy to admin-
ister.The borrowing, the state-
ment said, “will not have an
impact on the fiscal deficit of
the Government of India”

“The amounts will be
reflected as the capital receipts
of the State Governments and
as part of the financing of its
respective fiscal deficits,” it
said. Borrowing of the short-
fall by the Centre will avoid dif-
ferential rates of interest that
individual states may be
charged and will be an admin-
istratively easier arrangement,
it added.

“It may also be clarified
that the General Government
(States+Centre) borrowings

will not increase by this step,
it said. “The States that get the
benefit from the Special
Window are likely to borrow a
considerably lesser amount
from the additional borrowing
facility of 2 per cent of GSDP
(from 3 per cent to 5 per cent)
under the Aatma Nirbhar
Package”

When the GST was intro-
duced in July 2017, states were
promised a 14 per cent incre-
mental revenue over their last
tax receipts in the first five years
of the GST rollout.

This was to be done
through a levy of a cess or sur-
charge on luxury and sin
goods, but the collections on
this count have fallen short
with the slowdown in the econ-
omy since last fiscal.

To make up for this, the
Centre suggested that the states
can borrow against future com-
pensation receipts.

The Finance Ministry had
earlier this week stated that 21
states have accepted one of the
two borrowing options sug-
gested by the Centre.

World facing new
Woods moment: IMF MD

PTI Bl WASHINGTON

Facing the twin task of fight-
ing the coronavirus pan-
demic today and building a
better tomorrow, the world is
experiencing a new Bretton
Woods moment, IMF
Managing Director Kristalina
Georgieva said on Thursday.
Addressing the annual
meeting of the International
Monetary Fund’s Board of
Governors, she said that what
was true at Bretton Woods,
when allies at the end of World
War II gathered for a confer-
ence to create the institutions
that would use economic coop-
eration to prevent future con-
flicts, remains true today.
“Today we face a new
Bretton Woods moment. A
pandemic that has already cost
more than a million lives. An
economic calamity that will
make the world economy 4.4
per cent smaller this year and
strip an estimated USD 11 tril-
lion of output by next year. And
untold human desperation in
the face of huge disruption and

rising poverty for the first time
in decades,” she said.

“Once again, we face two
massive tasks: to fight the cri-
sis today and build a better
tomorrow, she said.

Prudent macroeconomic
policies and strong institutions
are critical for growth, jobs and
improved living standards, she
said.

Strong medium-term
frameworks for monetary; fis-
cal and financial policies, as
well as reforms to boost trade,
competitiveness and produc-
tivity can help create confi-
dence for policy action now
while building much-needed
resilience for the future, she
added. “We know what action
must be taken right now. A
durable economic recovery is
only possible if we beat the
pandemic. Health measures
must remain a priority. I urge
you to support production and
distribution of effective thera-
pies and vaccines to ensure that
all countries have access,”
Georgieva said.

She urged countries to con-

Bretton

tinue support for workers and
businesses until a durable exit
from the health crisis.

“We have seen global fiscal
actions of USD 12 trillion.
Major central banks have
expanded balance sheets by
USD 7.5 trillion. These syn-
chronised measures have pre-
vented the destructive macro
financial feedback we saw in
previous crises,” she said.

“But almost all countries
are still hurting, especially
emerging market and devel-
oping economies. And while
the global banking system
entered the crisis with high
capital and liquidity buffers,
there is a weak tail of banks in
many in emerging markets.
We must take measures to pre-
vent the build-up of financial
risks over the medium term,”
she said. The IMF expects 2021
debt levels to go up significantly
- to around 125 per cent of
GDP in advanced economies,
65 per cent of GDP in emerg-
ing markets; and 50 per cent of
GDP in low-income countries,
Georgieva further said.

money

Need to have more
disease-specific
health insurance
products: Irdai

PTI B MUMBAI

Irdai Chairman Subhash
Khuntia has urged health
insurance providers to develop
disease-specific products which
could help policy holders in
preventing different ailments.

“I would urge insurers to
develop more disease-specific
products like for diabetics or
for heart or kidney related
issues,” Khuntia said at a health
insurance summit organised by
CIL

Under such focussed
products, insurance compa-
nies can bring together med-
ical experts to make aware pol-
icy holders on steps to be
taken to prevent various dis-
eases, he said.

The chairman said the
insurance sector, for too long,
has concentrated on tertiary
care or hospitalisation and now
there was a need to focus more
on primary and secondary
care, the outpatient care and
more on to have preventive
care.

‘India needs to firm up
quality control, improve
R&D to become global
hub for PPE kits'

PTI B NEW DELHI

India needs to strengthen
quality control and step up
R&D efforts to realise its poten-
tial of becoming a global man-
ufacturing hub for PPE Kkits,
said a report released on
Thursday.

“It will bring more con-
sistency into the quality of the
PPEs manufactured, reduce
the testing and rejection over-
heads post-delivery and allow
local manufacturers to scale up
their production to reach not
only domestic markets but also
global markets,” said the report
by the Institute for
Competitiveness.

It points out that even
though India achieved self-
sufficiency in terms of localised
manufacturers and production
of PPE body coveralls, PPE fab-
ric and seam tapes, the coun-
try still relied on imports for
procuring a critical component
like seam sealing equipment.

India needs to indigenize
the production of critical
equipment and machineries.

Sensex snaps 10-session rally, crashes 1

PTI Bl MUMBAI

Snapping its 10-session win-
ning run, equity benchmark

on Thursday as investors pressed
the exit button amid a massive
selloff in global markets.

The 30-share BSE index

2.61 per cent to end at 39,728.41.

The broader NSE Nifty
crashed 290.70 points or 2.43 per
cent to 11,680.35. Global equities

000 pts amid global selloft

election stimulus deal in the US,
while multiple countries in
Europe braced for a second
round of lockdowns to curb ris-

ing the already shaky economic
recovery. Back home, market
participants were also eager to
book profits after the recent rally

tions, traders said.

Barring Asian Paints, which
inched up 0.32 per cent, all
Sensex constituents closed in

loser, tumbling 4.68 per cent, fol-
lowed by Tech Mahindra,
IndusInd Bank, ICICI Bank,
SBI, Reliance Industries, Bharti

Investors lost Rs 3.25 lakh
crore in Thursday’s session as the
total market capitalisation of
BSE-listed companies fell to Rs

Sensex plunged 1,066.33 points  plummeted 1,066.33 points or cratered as hopes faded of apre-  ing COVID-19 cases, jeopardis- amid already stretched valua- thered. Bajaj Finance wasthetop  Airtel and HCL Tech. 157.31 lakh crore.
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Will give citize

PTI W WASHINGTON

Democratic presidential
candidate Joe Biden has
vowed to provide citizenship to
11 million illegal immigrants if
voted to power in the
November 3 presidential elec-
tion. Biden identified this as
one of his priorities in addition
to beating the coronavirus pan-
demic, rebuilding the economy
and figuring out how to restore
American leadership around
the world.

Responding to a question
at a virtual fundraiser on
Wednesday, Biden said there is
a need to deal with what's
going on at the border. “Were
going to have to deal with the
immigration crisis we have. 'm
going to send the House and
Senate an immigration bill
that’s going to provide access to
citizenship to 11 million peo-
ple;” he said.

President Donald Trump
has been repeatedly calling for
the quick deportation of illegal
immigrants who “invade” the
US and lamented that the cur-
rent immigration system is
“unfair” to those who came
legally to America.

Trump has been asserting
that building a wall along the
Mexico border is the only way
to check illegal immigration,
and on various occasions said
that every day the US border

patrol encounters roughly
2,000 illegal immigrants trying
to enter the country.

According to Biden’s cam-
paign, there were 37 attendees
and the event was hosted by
Jane Hartley, former US
Ambassador to France and
Monaco and  current
Chairman, Sesame Workshop;
Blair Effron, Founder &
Partner, Centerview Partners;
Indian American Deven
Parekh, Managing Director,
Insight Partners and Roger
Altman, Founder & Senior
Chairman, Evercore.

When asked how he would
envision his first 30 days in office
in terms of both domestic and
foreign policy, Biden said: “A lot
more can go wrong between
now and January 21, and I'm not
being facetious. Four more years,
were not going to have the
country we have now”.

ns

“If the American people
elect me, were going to have an
enormous task in repairing
the damage he’s done,” Biden
said, referring to the policies of
Trump, a Republican.

“We have to be beating the
virus, rebuilding the economy
and figuring out how to restore
American leadership around
the world,” Biden said. Biden
said he would move to quick-
ly implement his plan to deal
with the pandemic and reopen
safely. The Democratic presi-
dential candidate also made a
note of the challenges facing
“the so-called Z Generation,
the very young” “They’ve real-
ly gotten screwed since they got
out of school,” Biden said.
“The jobs aren’t there,” he said.

“But guess what? They're
the most open, progressive
and the brightest generation
we've ever had,” he added.

“And we have to embrace
them. They know the change
we need to make and how we
need to be much more, much
more integrated in everything
we do,” he said. Biden was crit-
ical of the policies of President
Donald Trump.

“The rest of the world is
wondering, what in the Lord’s
name is happening? What were
living through today is not nor-
mal,” he said. He reiterated his
attacks on Trump’s handling of
the coronavirus pandemic,

nothing more than 215,000
Americans have died, and crit-
icised the president for backing
away from stimulus talks.

“He didn’t walk away. He
never was part of ‘em,” Biden
said. “Three days later, after he
said he was walking away, he
said he’s coming back ... One
day, he’s tweeting that the relief
package is too big ... next day
it's too small. The longer he’s
president, the more reckless he
gets,” he added.

The US is the worst-hit
nation by the deadly coron-
avirus, with the total number of
infections standing at 7,916,100
and deaths at 216,872, according
to Johns Hopkins University.
While talking more broadly
about the stakes of the election,
Biden noted he just got off the
phone with top US investor and
philanthropist Warren Buffett.
“We have to refuse to postpone
what America has to do, the
work we have to do. Theres
nothing beyond our capacity for
God’s sake,” Biden said.

“Just got off the phone
with Warren Buffett and talked
about how ... were in a posi-
tion, unlike we were 50, 70, 80
years ago, to lead the whole
damn world in a way that no
one else can. There’s no limit to
Americas future. The only
thing that’s going to tear
America apart is America
itself,” he said.

world

hip to 11 mn illegal immigrants if elected: Biden

Washington: Democratic
vice-presidential candidate
Kamala Harris has said that
the Trump administration has
been the “greatest failure” of
any presidential administra-
tion in the US history as she
condemned President Donald
Trump for “failing” to handle
the coronavirus crisis.

Harris said millions and
millions of people are suffering
due to Trumpss failure and the
US needs a new president “who

will embrace science, who will
be guided by fact and truth and
speak truth to the American
people and have a plan” Harris,
in an interview to MSNBC on
Wednesday, said that
Democratic presidential can-
didate Joe Biden has a nation-
al plan for testing and for treat-
ment and for vaccines, which
will be free.

“The president and this
administration have been the
greatest failure of any presi-

Trump admin ‘greatest failure’ in US history: Harris

dential administration in the
history of our country. You just
go back to what they knew and
when they knew it, and let’s start
with January 28 when the pres-
ident, the vice president were
informed that this thing was
deadly, that it could hurt chil-
dren, that it was five times more
deadly than the flu, that it was
airborne, and they covered up
that information. They didn't
share it with the American
people;” Harris alleged.

Over 7.9 million people
have tested positive for
COVID-19 in the US and
2,17,000 people have died so
far. “And you put that in the
context of the president’s fail-
ure to tell the American peo-
ple what was going on so they
could protect themselves and
their families, much less so that
we could have a president and
leadership in our country who
had a plan to deal with it,” she
said. PTI

AP W DES MOINES, IOWA

President Donald Trump on
Wednesday sought to shore
up support from constituen-
cies that not so long ago he
thought he had in the bag: big
business and voters in the red
state of Iowa.

In a morning address to
business leaders, he expressed
puzzlement that they would
even consider supporting his
Democratic challenger, Joe
Biden, arguing that his own
leadership was a better bet for
a strong economy. Later, the
president held his third cam-

paign rally in three nights, this
time in Iowa, a state he won
handily in 2016 but where
Biden is making a late push.

Trump claimed to be lead-
ing in the most recent poll he
saw. “For me to only be up six,
I'm a little bit concerned,” he
asserted. Multiple polls have
shown a much closer race.

Biden, for his part, held a
virtual fundraiser from
Wilmington, Delaware, and
delivered pretaped remarks to
American Muslims.

He did not have any pub-
lic campaign events, unusual
for just 20 days out from

A little bit concerned’: Trump looks to boost lowa support

Election Day.

The Democratic nominee
used his appearance at the
fundraiser to say that Trump
was trying to rush through
Amy Coney Barrett, his nom-
inee for the Supreme Court, to
help his efforts to repeal the
Obama health care law, calling
that “an abuse of power”

Biden was expected to
spend much of the day prepar-
ing for a town-hall-style TV
appearance in battleground
Pennsylvania on Thursday,
which was to have been the
night of the second presiden-
tial debate.

Over 5,600 Afghan families
displaced by fighting in south

AP W LASHKAR GAH,
AFGHANISTAN

Renewed fighting between
the Taliban and Afghan
government forces in southern
Helmand province has forced
more than 5,600 families to flee
their homes, officials said
Thursday, the latest flareup
that could undermine US
efforts to broker peace in the
war-torn country.

The fighting comes as
Afghan government represen-
tatives and the Taliban are hold-
ing peace talks in Qatar, where
the Taliban have for years main-
tained a political office. The
negotiations, envisaged under a
US deal signed with the insur-
gents in February, are meant to
end Afghanistans grueling 19-
year war and are seen as the
country’s best chance at peace.

The Trump administra-

tion has pledged to pull out
American forces from
Afghanistan but US officials
have stressed that the Taliban
have still not met requirements
to reduce violence against the
Afghans, a key element of the
US withdrawal plan.

In Helmand, Omar Zwak,
the provincial governor’s
spokesman, said Afghan secu-
rity forces were trying to regain
areas lost to the Taliban over
the weekend, while local offi-
cials were scrambling to pro-
vide food and shelter to the
growing number of civilians
fleeing from nearby districts to
the provincial capital, Lashkar
Gah. Ajab Gul, 25, and his fam-
ily have been in the city for four
days. “The Taliban have taken
over our village and both sides
in the battle are using light and
heavy weapons, so how could
we stay there?” he said.

Thailand declares emergency after unprecedented protest

AP W BANGKOK

hailand’s Government

declared a strict new state
of emergency for the capital on
Thursday, a day after a student-
led protest against the country’s
traditional establishment saw
an extraordinary moment in
which demonstrators heckled a
royal motorcade.

After the pre-dawn decla-
ration, riot police moved in to
clear out demonstrators who
after a day of rallies and con-
frontation had gathered outside
Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-
ocha’s office to push their
demands, which include the
former general’s stepping
down, constitutional changes
and reform of the monarchy.

Several top leaders of the
protest movement were taken
into custody, with one later
declaring on his Facebook page
that he had been denied access
to a lawyer and was being

forced onto a helicopter and
taken to a city in the country’s
north. Police said they had
made 22 arrests.

Despite a new ban against
large public gatherings, sever-
al thousand people answered
calls to rally again in another
area of the city later Thursday.

The text of the emergency
declaration said it was needed
because “certain groups of per-

petrators intended to instigate
an untoward incident and
movement in the Bangkok area
by way of various methods and
via different channels, includ-
ing causing obstruction to the
royal motorcade.”

The protest Wednesday in
BangkoK’s historic district, not
far from glittering temples and
royal palaces, was the third
major gathering by student-led

activists who have been push-
ing the boundaries of what is
considered acceptable — and
legal — language by publicly
questioning the role of
Thailand’s monarchy in the
nation’s power structure.

Thailand’s royal family has
long been considered sacrosanct
and a pillar of Thai identity. King
Mabha Vajiralongkorn and other
key member of the royal family
are protected by a lese majeste
law that has regularly been used
to silence critics who risk up to
15 years in prison if deemed to
have insulted the institution.

The protest — held on the
anniversary of a 1973 student-led
uprising against a military dic-
tatorship — was complicated by
the presence of royalist counter
protesters who had gathered
both to show support for the
government and to greet the
royal family as they traveled to
and from a religious ceremony
in the area.

CPC in consistent violation of
most hasic, fundamental human
rights of own people: Pompeo

Washington: The Communist
Party of China (CPC) is in con-
sistent violation of the most
basic and fundamental human
rights for its own people, US
Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo said on Wednesday.

The violation of human
rights and curbing the freedom
of its people are the core chal-
lenges that the US has identi-
fied from the CPC, he said.

“They are in consistent
violation of the most basic
and fundamental human rights
for their own people,” Pompeo
told reporters at a news con-
ference here.

“This is what Communist
parties have a history of doing.
It's what President (Donald)
Trump has directed us all to
work to try and preserve; as
much freedom, as much dig-
nity, for every citizen of China

as we possibly can when they
are confronted with these mas-
sive human rights violations
that are being conducted by the
Chinese Communist Party;,”
he said.

That is true, whether it is
Xinjiang, what is taking place
there, whether it is Tibet; and
the inner Mongolians’ simple
desire to live in freedom and
exercise their own under-
standings of what freedom and
human dignity look like,
he said.

“In each of those places,
and I'd add Hong Kong, in each
of those places, we simply are
demanding from the Chinese
Communist Party what we ask
of every nation, is to preserve
basic freedom, human dignity,
religious freedom for every
one of their citizens. AP

MIND YOUR OWN...

“Based on consensus, neither should
take actions along the border that might
escalate the situation that is to avoid under-
mining the efforts by the two sides to ease
the situation. We urge the Indian side to
earnestly implement our consensus and
refrain from actions that might escalate the
situation and take concrete measures to
safeguard peace and tranquility along the
border,” said Zhao.

China has repeatedly raised objection
over Arunachal Pradesh and Ladakh after
it was given the status of a Union Territory
last year. It came about after the abroga-
tion of Article 370 giving special status to
Jammu & Kashmir.

Incidentally, in the backdrop of the
continuing stand-off at the LAC and suc-
cessive rounds of military and diplomat-
ic level talks failing to break the five-month
long logjam, this is the second time in the
past few weeks when China has raised
questions about Ladakh Union Territory.

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
said India and China are engaged in talks
to resolve the border standoff and what is
going on is “something confidential”
between the two sides. He said there has
been a troop build-up along the LAC and
in many ways it has no precedence in the
recent past.

INDIA TO GIVE...

He said, “This is in accordance with our
vision of SAGAR - Security and Growth for
All in the Region, and also in line with our
commitment to build capacities and self
reliance in all our neighbouring countries.”

The important move comes after the
recent visit of Army Chief General MM
Naravane and Foreign secretary Harsh
Vardhan Shringla to Myanmar earlier this
month.

India had agreed to supply artillery guns,
tanks, bullet-proof jackets and other such
equipment to Myanmar. New Delhi was
already in the process of transferring the con-
ventional submarine, refurbished by state-
owned Hindustan Shipyards Limited,
Visakhapatnam.

Moreover, the decision to lease the sub-
marine came even as China was having talks
with Myanmar for supplying submarines.
India reacted quickly to counter this step,
sources said. Incidentally, China has already
supplied two of its submarines to Bangladesh
two years back.

The Indian deal with Myanmar also
includes training its navy for the next four
to five years on operating the Kilo class sub-
marine INS Sindhuvir, sources said. This sub-

marine built by Russia was inducted into the
Indian Navy in the 1980s. The submarine has
speed of more than 20 knots.

Meanwhile, the top echelon of the
Indian Army will review the current volatile
situation at the LAC in eastern Ladakh dur-
ing the three-day commanders’ conference
here starting October 26.

The commanders will take stock of the
developments after the seventh round of talks
between the Corps Commanders of India
and China on October 12 to speed up the
process of disengagement and eventual de-
escalation, sources said.

The forthcoming Army commanders’
meet will also review the operational readi-
ness of the force to meet any challenge from
China all along the 4,000 km long LAC.

Though favouring a dialogue to end the
tension at the LAC in Ladakh, the Army is
geared for long haul and preparing for
deployment in forward areas even during the
winter months. Sufficient stocks of winter
clothing and prefabricated huts to withstand
temperatures dipping to below minus 20 are
already in place at crucial points all along the
border. The commanders will have a look at
these preparations also, sources said.

ARCHRIVALS...

Abdullah also stated that the signato-
ries will also fight for the rights that were
snatched last year from Jammu & Kashmir
and Ladakh. “We also want that the steps
be taken for the resolution of Kashmir issue
and all the stakeholders should be taken
on board in this regard,” he added.

Farooq further informed media that
the next meeting of the signatories will be
held in the coming days and the decision
taken for the future course of action will
be made public on the particular day.

Elaborating further he said, “We met
today to congratulate and greet Mehbooba
who has been released from detention after
14 long months”. “It was a totally ‘illegal,
‘unjustified” and ‘unconstitutional’ deci-
sion”. He said we have also demanded the
immediate release of all those people who
are still under detention across different
jails in India.

“We will also visit people from the
other regions of the State so that we can
have broader discussion on the issues we
are putting before the people of the state
and the Government of India”, Dr
Abdullah concluded.

SCALE UP...

The Prime Minister reiterated the need
for continuous and rigorous scientific test-

FROM PAGE 1

ing and validation of traditional medicine
treatments. He appreciated the efforts of the
Ministry of AYUSH for conducting evidence
based research and providing reliable solu-
tions in this difficult time. The meeting was
attended by Union Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan, Dr VK Paul, Member (Health),
NITI Aayog, Principal Scientific Advisor and
senior scientists. “The PM appreciated the
efforts made by Indian vaccine developers
and manufacturers to rise to the Covid-19
challenge, and committed to continue Govt
facilitation and support for all such efforts.
The PM stated that regulatory reform was
a dynamic process, and experts in every cur-
rent and emerging domain should be used
by the regulator proactively, as many new
approaches have emerged,” said the PMO.
The PM took stock of the Health Ministry’s
comprehensive distribution and delivery
mechanism for vaccines, mechanisms for
adequate procurement, and technologies for
bulk-stockpiling, filling vials for distribution
and ensuring delivery.

“The PM reiterated the country’s resolve
to provide cost effective, easily available and
scalable solutions for testing, vaccine and
medication, not only for India but for the
entire world. The PM called for continued
vigilance,” the PMO maintained.

‘WATERSHED...

“It is a moment of pride for India. I am
confident that it will be completed in four
years and the Prime Minister will inau-
gurate it before the code of conduct for the
next Lok Sabha elections (in 2024),” the
Road Transport, Highways Minister said.
The project has a completion schedule of
six years.

The project holds strategic significance
as Zojila Pass is situated at an altitude of
11,578 feet on the Srinagar-Kargil-Leh
National Highway and remains closed dur-
ing winters due to heavy snowfall.

Once completed, the tunnel, project-
ed as Asia’s longest, would reduce the trav-
el time from 3 hours to 15 minutes with
avalanche-free travel on the Srinagar-Leh
section of NH1. He said the re-modelling
of the project has resulted in savings to the
tune of over Rs 4,000 crore to the public
exchequer without any compromise on
safety, security and quality.

The travel tourism sector will get a
maximum boost and generate employment
for the locals, the Minister said and
added: “We are ensuring robust safety mea-
sures in case of any emergency for the trav-
ellers crossing the Zojila tunnel”

He assured formation of committees
under LG Leh and LG J&K with respec-

tive Chief Secretaries and officers of
Ministry of Road Transport and Highways,
National Highways and Infrastructure
Development Corporation Limited
(NHIDCL) to oversee tunnel work and to
sort out local issues.

Gadkari informed that seven tunnel
roads are under construction in the
Jammu & Kashmir region and the con-
struction of the 8,450-metre-long twin-
tube tunnel between Qazigund and
Banihal will be completed by March 2021.

The work on 2,968-metre-long 6-
single tunnels road between Ramban and
Banihal is due for completion in December
2021. Further, the 450-metre-long tunnel
between Khilani and Kishtwar will be
ready by June 2022. The Minister further
informed that DPRs (detailed project
reports) have been completed for the 4.5-
km-long Chenani-Anantnag tunnel, the
10.2-km-long tunnel at Sinthan Pass at a
cost of Rs 4,600 crore, the Rs 350-crore
Khakhlani Byepass tunnel, and the 10-km-
long tunnel between Chhatru and
Anantnag at a cost of Rs 5,400 crore and
tenders for these will be out shortly.

Gadkari also referred to the con-
struction of Delhi-Katra Green Expressway
at a cost of Rs 21,000 crore, which will
reduce the distance between the two
important places to only 650 kms.

He informed that land acquisition is
underway for the same, and the work will
begin on this stretch by the coming
December. He said it is being developed
as amodern highway in line with London
design of transportation with weather
information available to drivers. The
Minister said Udhampur to Ramban high-
way will be completed by December.

He also announced that the
Government is all set to inaugurate and lay
the foundation stones for 16 NHs projects
with a total length of 1411 km worth Rs
15,592 crores in Andhra Pradesh to boost
the State’s economy.

DAY 1: A FEW...

The theatre will remain open for
public from Friday onwards.

“We have total three shows tomorrow
onwards. Our first show will start at 12 pm
for Dream Girl, followed by Tanhaji at 3.15
pm and at 6.30 pm we have a Punjabi
movie (Sardarji). We are maintaining
social distancing at every point here. We
have demarcations at the ticket counters,
inside the cinema halls, at entry as well as
exit points,” said Sandeep Singh, Cinema
Manager of PVR Cinemas at 3C’S.

“We are using the latest anti-microbial

treatment to sanitise the halls. It was also
used in sanitising all the touch points like
door handles. Sanitiser dispensers have
been placed at all major points inside and
at the entry points of the cinema halls. We
are also encouraging contact-less digital
payments,” he added.

At Cinepolis cinema in Greater
Kailash, only five tickets were sold for the
11.30 am show. Cinepolis Fun cinema at
V3S mall in Nirman Vihar, PVR Cinema
at EDM Mall in Kaushambi, Eros cinema
in Jangpura, and Cinepolis Karkadooma
were among the theatres that remained
closed.

Owner of Milan Cinema Ravinder
Gupta said that it was very difficult to
reopen the hall. “My single screen hall has
accumulated lakhs of rupees in dues due
to pending fixed charges of electricity in
past eight months. Also, due to COVID-
19 no new releases are there to attract the
audience,” he said.

Ushering in a new era of movie
watching, the Union government allowed
multiplexes, cinema halls and theatres to
reopen from Thursday within the frame-
work of a set of standard operating pro-
cedures (SOPs). The Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) left it to states to take a final
call on the matter. The SOPs mandated
by the Union government include one seat
distance in halls, 50 per cent capacity,
masks at all time, proper ventilation and
air conditioner temperature settings at
above 23 degrees Celsius.

Many cinema halls shut down even
before the nationwide lockdown came into
effect from March 25 and managements
are hoping desperately to get back to work.

In Delhi, Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal called a meeting of theatre own-
ers on Wednesday to discuss arrangements
before they reopen their doors to the pub-
lic.

COVID...

In the last 24 hours, 81,514 new
recoveries were added, taking the total
number of recoveries to nearly 64 Lakh
(63,83,441). It said that ten States/UTs
account for 79 per cent of the new recov-
ered cases. Maharashtra has contributed
more than 19,000 to the single day recov-
eries followed by Karnataka with more
than 8,000 recoveries.

The total coronavirus cases mounted
to 73,07,097 and the death toll climbed to
1,11,266 with the novel coronavirus virus
claiming 680 lives in a span of 24 hours in
the country.

The Covid-19 case fatality rate has fur-

ther declined to 1.52 per cent. There are
81,2390 active cases of coronavirus infec-
tion in the country which comprises
11.12 per cent of the total caseload, the
Ministry stated.

SC SETS ASIDE HC'S
INTERIM BAIL TO
GAYATRI PRAJAPATI

treatment by the prison authorities.

There can be no two views with
regard to above. Humane treatment to all
including an accused is requirement of law.
Furthermore, a prisoner, who is suffering
from an ailment, has to be given due treat-
ment and care while in prison, the bench
noted. During the arguments in the top
court, the UP government had said that the
state is providing full medical facilities and
treatment to Prajapati.

The apex court had on September 21
stayed the operation of the order passed
by the Lucknow bench of the Allahabad
High Court.

The state government, in its appeal in
the apex court, had said that the “high
court has erroneously granted a short-term
bail of two months to the respondent
accused in a POCSO case solely on med-
ical grounds ignoring that the accused has
throughout been treated in premier nation-
al medical Institutes KGMC/ SG-PG]I, also
specially when the regular bail application
of the respondent has already been fixed
for hearing in the week commencing
September 28”.

It had said that the accused was a “very
prominent minister in the erstwhile gov-
ernment and wielded considerable influ-
ence in the environs of powers”.

The political position of the accused
was so dominating that the FIR against
him was registered only after the victim
approached the Supreme Court, the UP
government had said.

The high court, while granting inter-
im bail, had said that threat to the ex-min-
ister from COVID-19 was real and immi-
nent and he has been asked by doctors to
get treated at a super-specialty hospital as
he was suffering from various diseases.

Prajapati has been in jail since March
15,2017 and is currently undergoing treat-
ment for various ailments at KGMU.

The gang rape case was lodged with
Gautampalli police station in 2017 and
later, Prajapati was arrested and sent to jail
on March 15, 2017. He was earlier grant-
ed bail by a sessions court in the case but
it was cancelled by the high court before
his release from jail.
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Every day is a new
challenge: Rasika

Actor RASIKA DUGAL feels the
careers of no two actors can be
the same and no actor can have
the same experience as others in
the profession.

She says that she doubts her-
self almost everyday. “I just think
that because | have had many
years of experience | know how
to possibly manage my self doubt
around certain
things a little better
than others, but as
the years go by
your career
changes. There
are new chal-
lenges every-
day,” said she.

Rasika made
her Bollywood
debut in
Bollywood in
2008 with
Tahaan. She
was then
seen in pro-
jects like Tu
Hai Mera
Sunday and
Hamid. '

‘1 am thrilled to
be back on the
sets of
Prithviraj as 1
awfully missed
the set life. |
look forward to
be on shoot every day
because I’'m absorbing
a lot and I'm loving it. |
was excited to be on
sets with Akshay sir as
I’'ve learnt so much
from him and there is
so much more to learn.
I am fortunate to be
working with the team,
every one has been
wonderful.’

—Manushi Chillar

Actor VAANI >
KAPOOR is excited to |
start shooting her
next, a progressive
love story starring
Ayushmann
Khurrana.

The actress is thrilled to col-
laborate with Abhishek Kapoor
and reveals that the director is a
‘master of human emotions.’

Says she, “Abhishek is a mas-
ter when it comes to capturing
human emotions. He has done it
brilliantly in films like Rock On,
Kai Po Che, Kedarnath among
others. The way he dissects the
nuances in relationships is what
fascinated me about his filmmak-
ing. | was awed by the way he
depicted the story of three friends

Iy in Kai Po Che.” 7

Jones awares people
on breast cancer

October is Breast
ol Cancer Awareness

been urging
women to keep
a check for
the malady
regularly.
Taking
to Instagram,

self posing in
pink bra, vowing
to stand with
those in her family
fighting the disease.
“October is Breast
Cancer awareness
month. Please don’t
procrastinate getting
- your
mammograms/ultra-
sounds ladies,” she
wrote.
Jones added, “Sending
love to all who have fought and
are currently fighting... | love you
and am standing with you!”

NEVER OUT 2%

OF TREND

HARSH NARAYAN, founder and creative
director of the Indus Valley International Film
Festival, says that he will continue with a

digital version of the festival even in the post- |

COVID era because online is the standalone
robust future. By Team VIva

most of us had expected the film

festivals to be buzzing with
stars flaunting designer’s outfits and
latest trends. But we were quick to
adapt to the digital versions of the
festivals as an alternative to the
physical ones, given the novel
Coronavirus and the restrictions
that followed.

There were various film festi-
vals that took a fresh approach and
launched themselves online for
people to enjoy their couch-side
versions. Along with numerous
such festivals like Oxford Film
Festival, Hip Hop Film Festival,
Toronto International Film Festival
and many more, one such was the
Indus Valley International Film
Festival.

After successfully executing
its first edition during the lock-
down, the organisers were soon
ready with the next. The second
edition of the digital festival host-
ed nine days of films, interaction
with celebrities, workshops on
filmmaking, masterclasses,
scriptwriting, theatre acting and
direction. It presented films from
Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh,

It is that time of the year when

Pakistan and India. There were also
films in International Panorama
segment, comprising films from
Italy, Spain etc.

It opened with R Balki’s film
PadMan and closed with Vishal
Bhardwaj film Rangoon. Actor
Himanshu Malik was the ‘Master
of Ceremony, who also announced
the list of 25 awards in various cat-
egories, selected by jury. The jury
comprised of Supriti - a diversity
& inclusion consultant, Vineet
Chopra - a theatre director and
Harsh Narayan, a filmmaker.
Organised by SAFACH (South
Asia Forum for Art & Creative
Heritage), the screening at the fes-
tival brought forward the rich
diversity and legacy of South Asian
films.

Founder and Creative Director
of the festival, Harsh Narayan,
shared about the new offerings this
time, the challenges of holding a
grand festival online and the way
forward. Excerpts:

<“What would you say about the
second digital edition of the fes-
tival?

This edition gave us much

higher visibility and reach. When
we do a physical film festival, its
reach is limited to the city its being
held. But this time we had active
participants from various countries
and registrations from USA, Africa,
Europe and all South Asian coun-
tries. People attended our sessions
and watched films online through
our digital film portal. Until the last
day we received online registrations,
including from USA. The partici-
pants were enthusiastic as they were
able to watch recorded sessions and
films through VoD after the festi-
val officially ended.

This gives us confidence that
digital festival is not just a stop-gap
during Corona times but it has a
standalone robust future. We now
seek to continue with a digital ver-
sion of the festival, even in post-
COVID era, with a simultaneous
physical film festival.

< What new and different did the
festival offered this time?

We organised workshops and
masterclasses on filmmaking,
scriptwriting and documentary
filmmaking online through the
festival portal. We received registra-
tions from students and cinema
enthusiasts who attended them
from their respective universities or
homes. Apart from this we also
organised panel discussions on
Filmmaking &  Creative
Collaborations in South Asia and
Music Collaborations in South Asia.
There were leading filmmakers
and musicians from neighbouring
countries such as Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Nepal and Sri Lanka,
attending the respective sessions.
These were engaging discussions
where people agreed and empha-
sised on the need for a digital body
which can facilitate collaborations,

co-productions and joint ventures
in the industry.

< What were the underlying chal-
lenges while holding a grand fes-
tival like this online?

The main challenge, initially,
was to convince filmmakers, pro-
ducers and studios to give their
films for this digital version. Rightly
so, all the digital rights of the films
are sold, or preserved to be sold.
Therefore, producers are usually
apprehensive about giving their
films for the digital film festival
fearing piracy; although they hold
festival screening rights with them-
selves.

To mitigate their concern, we
established a secure and private
IVIFF digital festival portal, to be
accessed only by the registered par-
ticipants. Also, with our past cred-
ibility, we were able to convince
filmmakers and producers with our
plan. And finally some of top pro-
duction houses and studios came
on board.

“Was there any aspect where
online mode served better com-
paratively?

Yes. Since we had participants
from various countries, it would
have been a gruesome task to
bring all of them together at one
platform physically. The process of
procuring visas and getting clear-
ances is another hectic task which
can be avoided online. Another
thing was that the filmmakers and
actors had the liberty to appear for
the festival from their homes or
workplaces only for the duration of
their talks or sessions, giving them
a lot of time in hand to continue
their other stuffs. In a physical fes-
tival, usually they have to travel to
the city, spend atleast a day/night,
taking away a lot of their time.

<+»How do such festivals foster art
and creativity amid the pandem-
ic?

People have been distressed,
sad and depressed for a while now
with all the negative news around,
be it related to the pandemic, war,
suicides, depression, drugs, social
unrest or political frictions. We
wanted to give public a creative
solace and a ray of hope to look at
the brighter sides of life, despite the
challenging times around. We must
remember that at the darkest of
times, creativity kindles our hearts
with light. Art and creativity heals
the wounds of the hearts and helps
repair our souls. It also strengthens
our faith in the power of love and
compassion, rejuvenating the soci-
etal conscience.

+“On a regular basis, film
screenings, talks, workshop or
panel discussions should be
organised under Indus Valley..”
What more can be done on the
same lines to retain the momen-
tum?

We have planned to create
Indus Valley as a permanent digi-
tal platform to connect artistes,
musicians and filmmakers from
across South Asia and later expand
it to South-East Asia as well. It will
help them connect, collaborate
and plan co-productions. They
will also be able to showcase their
creative works and charge an
amount for it. The platform will
also give them access to a wider
market and connect with best tal-
ent and tech resources available
around our neighbouring coun-
tries.

We have also decided to bring
leading and forthcoming talented
musicians from across South Asia
to produce and promote collabora-
tive music productions. A sugges-
tion also came that we create a
South Asian Cinema fund to facil-
itate development of promising film
scripts selected from all South
Asian countries, and take them to
a level where they could be pro-
duced as a successful screen con-

KUSHAN MITRA

The new retlects the old

In the wake of LeBron
James winning his fourth
NBA title with the Los
Angeles Lakers the inevitable
comparisons between him
and Michael Jordan began
again. After all, Jordan’s
Chicago Bulls won six titles
in the 19990’s and earlier this
year when sports was shut,
Jordan reminded us of his
and his team’s greatness with
the Netflix documentary
‘The Last Dancé’. It is often
disingenuous to compare
people from two different
generations because over the
years the rules and stan-
dards have changed. Yet, they
are easy pegs for a story.
Personally, as much as I love
Jordan and the Bulls, LeBron
has achieved his success on
different teams with different
coaches and supporting play-
ers and in todays hyper-
competitive age where he
has won against the dynasty
of the Golden State Warriors.

Basketball players and
other other athletes are one
thing, but what about cars? Is
it fair to compare cars from
even the 1990s to cars in
20207 Keep in mind we had
completely different notions
of safety, technology and
even luxury back then com-
pared to today. But because
cars from that era were so
much lighter, electric seats
for example didn't exist and
nor did the heavy-duty and
weighty motors to run them,
they were so much more
enjoyable to drive, light and
sharp around corners. Sure,
advanced variable geometry
turbochargers didn’t exist
either and if you told some-
one in 1995 that a two-litre

diesel motor would produce
close to two hundred horse-
power, youd be sent to the
funny house.

Cars, like athletes are
products of their eras. As
much fun as I have driving
old cars, I like having digital
displays, ventilated seats and
music on demand. After all,
the average commute takes
longer today despite more
roads around and I want to
be comfortable. I don’t mind
having a bit of fun on week-
ends, but honestly for most
buyers theyd be quite happy
to sacrifice fun for conve-
nience and comfort. But
then, I recently drove the
BMW 220d Gran Coupe,
and you realise that you do
not always have to make
that sacrifice. Yes, this is the
first front-wheel drive BMW
sedan to go sale globally
(the F52 1-series sedan was
a China-only product) but
the driving dynamics and

engine performance of this
car is spectacular, I wanted to
take this car out more and
the 24-hours I had with it
were painfully short.

I'm not saying that other
BMW’s are not comfort-
able as well as sporty, but
this 220d had a great com-
bination of performance
and comfort and much like
LeBron’s domination of
today reminds people of
Jordan, the F44, the model
code for the 2-series Gran
Coupe reminded me of the
1990’s E36, the model code
for the 3-series of that era.
That was a brilliant car to
drive, but this one con-
forms to all the safety fea-
tures and creature comforts
of our age. Heck, the digital
instrument cluster on this
car is a revelation, with
BMW?’s integration with
Apple CarPlay being the
best of any car.

Yes, at 39.3 lakhs if there

is any problem with this car
other than the fact that
there is no petrol engine
variant at launch, it is the
price. In fact, the M Sport
line variant I drove, with
adaptive suspension cost Rs
41.4 lakh, far too close to
entry-level variants of the 3-
series (in fact, BMW India
has a fantastic offer on the
3-series GT right now).
Personally, the 2-series Gran
Coupe is more fun than the
3-series even with the same
engine and BMW India is
offering some attractive
finance and buy-back offers
for those who buy this car.
Also, BMW is smartly load-
ing even the ‘Sport’ line
variant with a lot of creature
comforts and even smart-
phone integration (the base
‘Sport’ line variants on many
BMW’s do not have full
smartphone integration).
But my honest bottom-line
is that I loved this car.

Skoda

engine.

And that shows when
you take the Q2 on the
road, it is fast and how!

and

While it is ostensibly an
SUV, even with Audi’s
Quattro all-wheel drive sys-
tem, it handles very well
indeed. So it ticks the boxes
for lightness and agility,
and it also has a decent
amount of kit with the
“Virtual Cockpit’ display,
which on the Q2 is a lot
better than the T-Roc for
example, (I'm yet to drive
the Karoq), this is a fun car
to drive. Of course, the
question — whether it will
be worth the extra dosh you
will payout for the addition-
al 40PS of power — is the
pertinent one. Of course,
there is the power of the
Audi badge, which touch-
ingly is colloquially known
as Char Choori in North
India. The baby Q2 has

2 TO TANGO

Nice but all about the badge

ver at Audi, things

have been a bit chal-
lenging over the past few
months. The company has
refreshed their range of
performance cars, the RS7
and RSQ8 have made it
onto Indian shores but
pickings are slim for the
time being. The A3, A4, A5,
Q3, Q5 and Q7 are current-
ly not on sale as BS6 ver-
sions of all those cars are
pending. With Audi’s cor-
porate parent Skoda Auto
Volkswagen India Private
Limited deciding to with-
draw from diesels altogeth-
er, Audi has been unable to
access a large proportion of
the luxury car market that
continues to swear by
diesels, albeit a number
that is decreasing.

So it was a pleasant sur-
prise when I discovered
that Audi is bringing the Q2
into the Indian market. No
Q3 meant that Audi was
missing the critical entry-
point product, this might
help the carmaker. Now,
there are some top-of-mind
issues with the Q2. First and
foremost, the car being
launched in India is not a
new model, it has been in
the market for four years
globally and as such is sim-
ilar in size and overall kit to
the recently launched
Karoq
Volkswagen T-Roc. Unlike
those cars which havea 1.5
litre 150PS turbocharged
petrol engine, the Q2 has
the 190PS 2-litre petrol

badge value that its siblings
do not have. With Audi
throwing in free service
and maintenance for five
years, if you pre-book the
car, it becomes a better
value.

What is interesting
though is Audi’s strategy in
India. So far in 2020,
they've addressed the top of
the market and now, the Q2
addressing the entry into
the luxury market. Of
course, this has been made
easier with the decision to
allow limited volume
imports into India without
the need for homologa-
tion. At the time of writing
I didn’t know the price of
the Q2, but it ought to be an
attractive entry-point to
brand Audi.
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A GATEWAY TO CULTURE

On World Food Day, chef KIRAN CHAUHAN

talks about how even

though the modern

age is full of fusion foods owing to people’s
convenience, it’s the different eating
practices originated at various locations
that continue to help shape one’s

cultural identity

uisines act as an expression of
‘ cultural identity as they are

passed on to other genera-
tions as tradition. With every geo-
graphical shift, we come across
new people and with them, their
countries’ or native places' food. In
fact, cooking their traditional cui-
sine at a different place becomes a
way for them to keep their culture
alive as they migrate to newer loca-
tions. Every platter has different
methods of preparation and flavour
preferences, which can be an inti-
mation of the specific region or from
the people who make it. This knowl-
edge can be used by the chef to tap
into the subconscious associations
that guests have about their own cul-
tures, such as comfort flavours.

For a very long time, the pro-
motion of traditional food is one of
the main components of the rela-
tionship between food, culture and
tourism. Even though food and cul-
ture are two separate worlds but they
go well together. The world treats
culture as an embodiment of peo-
ple’s traditions and ways of life as it
is always illustrated in their food, rit-
uals, dances, festivals, sculptures,
building designs, religion, clothing
and other practices.

However, if we notice, the fusion
of cultures is more common now
than ever. Due to migration being
a popular trend, there is also a rise
in fusion foods, which, though it
might look like, do not take away the
origin of the society which they were
originally born in. According to the
area and different cultures, the
types of food eaten by millions of
people around the world vary. This
diversity did not start like this but
it gradually evolved to balance our
society and the resources available.
Therefore, we study how culture
influences food choices and vice
versa, to understand or have a
deeper understanding of various
food cultures.

There have been several changes
post the Renaissance in food in both
India and Europe. With the origin
of the innovative cooks in Italy, it
brought the use of wheat, barley,

sesamum and brassica in India.

By that time, humans had also
learnt to tame buffaloes, goats and
sheep as they started becoming
useful for agriculture. Slowly and
steadily, the time marked the over-
all development and led us towards
a civilised world, with a more sci-
entifically managed lifestyle. Food
in ancient India ultimately depict-
ed the cultural development from
ancient history as earlier Indians ate
food from readily available nature.
The principal food items of the
nomadic dwellers were fruits, wild
berries, meat, fish, etc.

People settled down with the
advent of civilization and began to
farm, which led to food crops,
pulses, etc, being discovered. Now,
the food was grown around the fer-
tile river valleys in India. Rice,
lentils, vegetables and meat were
consumed as staples. Thus, the
Indian civilisation period and the
Renaissance in Europe are power-
ful examples of how culture influ-
ences food preferences.

Popular food rituals are eroding
and patterns of meal preparation are
shifting. People are mostly eating
alone and we don’t eat three square
meals a day anymore. Snacks are
now almost equal to the number of
meal opportunities, 49 per cent ver-
sus 51 per cent. Today’s signs of food
quality have to be fresh, real and
less-refined because consumers
want to know and understand what
all ingredients are incorporated in
their food and the story behind the
particular dish being served.
Consumers are seeking simplicity,
hence, they want minimally
processed food. Nowadays, trans-
parency is a new trend driving
change in the food industry.
Digitalisation is also readdressing
our relationship with food because
people are now using their smart-
phone to order food or to book or
review restaurants online from any-
where in the world and rely on good
food pictures as well. The rise in the
millennial generation and their
behaviour pattern has shown us that
they are more concerned about

their health, community, social
issues and humane treatment of ani-
mals more than their older counter-
parts. Also, there is another oppor-
tunity we see as in the face of din-
ing out, such as breakfast, small
absence  of
additives/preservatives, organic
casualisation (and its expansion
into all stages of food service) as well

bites, the

as all-day snacking.

In this modern age, traditions
are taking a back seat and conve-
nience is becoming the focus. With
this mantra being the driving force,
food is itself changing to keep up
with the fast-moving lifestyle. Asian
cuisines have always encouraged
family meals and thus, have differ-
ent ways of consumption. For exam-
ple, China uses chopsticks since hav-
ing a family meal means a wide-
spread on the table and chopsticks
help to slow down your eating pace
and tricks you into feeling full. Since
families now hardly have time for
each other. Hence, the meaning
behind these small cultural aspects

SOM TOM (RAW PAPAYA
SALAD)

WHAT YOU NEED

@ Raw papaya: 100 gm

@ Red chilli: 1

@ Garlic: 4 cloves

@ Peanuts (optional): 20 gm
@ Carrot (optional): 50 gm

@ Fish sauce/light soya sauce:
15 ml

@® Lemon juice: 30 ml

@ Brown/ palm/ date sugar: 30
gm
METHOD

@ Cut raw papaya and carrot in
julienne fashion.

@ Pound chilli and garlic
together.

@ Cut vegetables of your choice
into one-inch size.

@ Crush the peanut (optional).
@ Mix it all together.

@ Add lemon juice, fish sauce
or light soya and sugar.

® Mix everything together again
and serve.

Courtesy: Kiran Chauhan, Head Chef,
Krua Thai.

GERMAN STOLLEN
BREAD

WHAT YOU NEED
@ Flour: 500 gm
® Lukewarm water
@ Yeast: 10 gm

@ Raisins, cranberries,
chopped citrus peel, nuts:
100 gm

@ Rum: 30 ml

® Sugar: 50 gm

@ Salt: 10 gm

@ Ginnamon: 5 gm
® Egg: 2

@ Marzipan: 150 gm

@ Melted & cooled butter:
150 gm

@ Powder sugar for dusting
METHOD

® Soak the dry fruits in rum
and cinnamon for few days,
preferably one month.

@ In a bowl, beat sugar and
butter. Add eggs and beat
again.

@ Mix the yeast in
lukewarm water and add
flour and salt and make a

dough.

@ Mix the rum-soaked nuts
and dry fruits in the dough.
Also add the sugar butter
mixture.

® Keep the dough aside for
15 minutes.

@ Roll the dough into small
portions and fill marzipan
and wrap it.

@ Keep the rolled bread

again at the room
temperature for 30 minutes.

@ Bake the bread in OTG at
170 degrees for
approximately 25 minutes.

@ Take out the bread. Let it

cool.

@ Brush it with butter and
sprinkle powder sugar for
dusting. Enjoy!

Courtesy: Honey & Dough.

MOJITO
WHAT YOU NEED

1%

Part lime juice: %2
Part simple syrup
Soda water

Mint: 1 leaf
Lemon: 1 wedge
Crushed ice

ABSOLUT LIME

@ Part Absolut lime:

METHOD

@ Fill a highball glass
with crushed ice.
Muddle.

Add Absolut Lime,
lime juice and simple
syrup.

Top up with soda
water.

Garnish with a mint
leaf and a lime wedge.

Courtesy: Pernod Ricard
India.

vivacity

are getting lost.

The culture and customs revolve
around food and language because
among other slightly less important
factors, early humans were more
likely to develop their societies to
keep themselves fed. Language is
also riddled with phrases and
idioms linked to food since the
invention of communication was a
survival strategy in large regions.
Today, as we see food and language
continue to be an important aspect
of our lives and culture, there are
tonnes of food idioms in many lan-
guages that reflect local cuisine
because why wouldn't they? In
many restaurants, while catering to
international visitors, the role of
including local language in the
menus has been adopted by the local
linguals from region-specific dish-
es to keep up with the branding and
make them distinctive in terms of
their menu offering.

For example, a famous idiom in
Hindi — Thotha Chana Baaje
Ghana — is an indication towards
how a learned man is always hum-
ble. There are many phrases that
show us how food has been
observed and incorporated into
our lives in a way that we don’t even
notice.

Thus, aromas and visual signals
can jog people’s memories from
their childhood relating to their
favourite food, without even tasting
it. This depicts how food can remind
you of your traditions even if you're
overseas. It's a way of coming home
and feeling at peace. Most of the
time chefs use this tactic to make
their patrons feel more welcomed
and homely. The best way to sell a
house is by baking a fresh batch of
cookies because the sweet and
warm smell gives the house a home-
ly vibe.

The differences among cul-
tures’ significance are very much
the differences we can see in food,
which also affects the personality
of the people who live there. Now
it’s easier to access cuisines from

distinct cultures as the world
becomes more globalised. We all
should accept our heritage through
the food of our country but also try
and explore other regions’ food
and become more educated about
other cultures and traditions as
well. It is important to note that in
the culture, to which it belongs,
each dish has a special place and
is even more special for those who
prepare it. Food is, and it should
be viewed as such, a gateway to

WHAT YOU NEED
@ Raw banana: 600 gm

@ Fresh coconut (grated):
250 gm

® Soaked sago pearls: 300
gm

@ Almonds (crushed): 40 gm
@ Black peppercorn: 1 thsp
@ Salt to taste

@ Green chillies (chopped): 5
® Ghee: 20 gm

METHOD

@ Wash, boil and cool
banana. Grate it.

when hot, add grated
coconut and cook till golden
brown in colour.

@ In a mixture grinder, grind
half of the roasted coconut.
Keep aside.

@ Fine chop green chillies.

@ Mash half of the sago
pearls. Keep the rest for
coating kebabs from both
sides.

@ Assemble all the above
ingredients in a bow! and
mix well.

@ Divide the mixture in small

culture.
(The author is the head chef of
Krua Thai.)
S
ggvggﬁyﬁggAGo @ Grate the fresh coconut. balls.
KEBAB @ Heat ghee in a pan and ® Make round and flattened

kebabs.

® Spread soaked sago pearls
on a plate. Place flattened
kebabs on sago and firmly
press so that the sago can
coat the kebabs. Do this for
both sides.

@ Heat ghee in a non-stick
pan.

@ When hot, put kebabs and
cook them from both sides
till golden brown in colour.

® Serve hot.

Courtesy: Michelin Plate Winner,
Chef Dayashankar Sharma.
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We always know R
will get the job don

Anrich Nortje celebrates with Kagiso

Rabada after taking wicket IPLT20

PTI W DUBAI

Opener Shikhar Dhawan
says his teammates at Delhi
Capitals know it will be a job
well done whenever the ball is
handed to the lethal pace duo of
Kagiso Rabada and Anrich
Nortje.

In the IPL on Wednesday,
the Capitals registered a thrilling
13-run victory over Rajasthan
Royals on the back of an incred-
ible death overs bowling by their
pace attack comprising Rabada,
Nortje and rookie Tushar
Deshpande.

Nortje (2/33) was breath-
takingly fast, bowling in the mid
150 kmph. He gave away just
four runs and took a wicket in
the 18th over and Rabada (1/28)
followed that up with a three-
run over for a wicket.

“Nortje and Rabada are
great bowlers, Rabada is a leg-
end, and when they both bowl
as a partnership, it is lethal
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We are not in the greatest
position at the moment, so
we need to move on from

The courage he (Deshpande)
showed, the line and length he
. bowled was amazing. He took

uthioet

FINCORP

SAMSUNE

| have been working really hard
to get my pace up. Been working
on my braced leg and my front

9

When | used to play, many
players carried drinks for me now
when deserved players are in the

this and hopefully come
back with a big game in

ime

abada and Nortje
e: Dhawan

Dhawan, who took over the
captaincy duties from an injured
Shreyas Iyer, said at the post-
match press conference.

“They have been taking
early wickets and when we
bring them back during the
death overs or the middle overs,
we know they will do the job.

“We are fortunate to have
this class of bowling. The spin-
ners have also been doing their
job. The way (Ravichandran)
Ashwin has been performing
after the injury has been great.
Everyone is performing and
that is a sign of a good team,” he
added.

The Royals’ bowlers pro-
vided their team with a bright
start, giving away just 32 runs
in the last five overs. Jofra
Archer returned with the best
bowling figures as he finished
with 3-19.

However, the batsmen once
again failed to live up to the
billing, losing wickets at regular
intervals and spin bowling
coach Sairaj Bahutule rued the
lack of substantial partnerships.

“Well, T think partnerships
were pretty important, the start
we got through Jos Buttler and
Ben Stokes, we did not need to
lose these many wickets and
especially that run out of Riyan
Parag.” Bahutule said.

“The most important part
was the wicket of Stokes and the
run-out was very crucial, we
could have probably avoided
that and if Sanju stayed at the
wicket, we could have taken the
game a bit deeper and got these
runs,” he added.

the very important wicket of
Stokes and from there the
momentum changed for us

arm. Happy to get some pace
behind it but you obviously need =
to get it in the right area

; B

-

a . field its my duty do return favours.
It isn’'t about me playing or not, it
is about my team winning

Kings XI survive anxious
moments in win over RCB

RCB skipper Virat Kohli plays a shot against Kings XI Punjab

PTI B SHARJAH

L Rahul played a captain’s
B knock and Chris Gayle
fired in his first game since
January as Kings XI Punjab final-
ly ended their five-match losing
streak with an eight-wicket win
over Royal Challengers Bangalore
in an IPL match here on
Thursday.
Chasing 172 in a must-win
game, the in-form opening pair

IPLT20.com

of Rahul (61 not off 49) and
Mayank Agarwal (45 off 25) got
off to a flying start before Gayle
(53 off 45) joined his skipper in
the middle to get KXIP close to
the finishing line.

Needing seven off the final
two overs with nine wickets in
hand, KXIP somehow managed
to take the game to the last ball
with Nicholas Pooran finally hit-
ting the winning six.

Both Rahul and Gayle

smashed five sixes each, render-
ing the opposition attack helpless.

Batting first, skipper Virat
Kohli top-scored with 48 off 39
balls in his 200th game for RCB
before Chris Morris’ 25 off 8 in
the death overs took the team to
171 for six.

It was a rare all-round effort
from KXIP who had failed to
close out games earlier in the
competition.

Mohammad Shami (2/45)
conceded 24 runs in the final over
that spoiled his figures after he got
rid of Kohli and AB de Villiers but
overall it was a much improved
bowling effort by KXIP especial-
ly in the death overs.

Leg spinner M Ashwin struck
twice and pacer Chris Jordan took
his first wicket of the tournament.

The run chase was supposed
to be straightforward after
Agarwal took the opposition to
the cleaners in the powerplay
before Rahul took over. As usual,
the 41-year-old Gayle, batting at
three, took his time early on
before going ballistic.

Earlier, KXIP conceded only
25 runs from over 16-19 before
Morris and Isuru Udana ham-
mered Shami for three sixes.

Rahul experimented by open-
ing the bowling with Glenn
Maxwell (0/28 in 4 overs). He was
slog swept by his Australian
teammate and close friend Aaron
Finch on the final ball.

Other opener Devdutt
Padikkal (18) also went for his
shots with his best hit of the night
being the whip off Shami that
went for a six over deep square
leg.

However, both Padikkal and
Finch could not build on their
starts. Padikkal was foxed by a
slower one from left-arm pacer
Arshdeep Singh to be caught at
cover, while Finch missed a fast
leg-break from M Ashwin, leav-
ing RCB at 62 for two in the sev-
enth over.

With Kohli looking good at
the other end, AB de Villiers was
expected to come in at his usual
number four spot but with two
leg-spinners in operation, left-
handed batsman Washington
Sundar was sent ahead of the
South African.

The move did not work as he
struggled to 13 off 14 balls.

KXIP, whose bowling has
been the weakest link, did rather
well from 11-14 overs conceding
just 20 runs to put pressure on the
opposition.

RCB needed to move on and
southpaw Shivam Dube provid-
ed the timely strike, dispatching
Ravi Bishnoi to consecutive sixes
to amass 19 runs from the over.

Following Dube’s dismissal in
the 15th over, De Villiers finally
joined Kohli for the late assault,
which was eventually provided by
Morris.
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KL Rahul 387 runs

Kagiso Rabada | 18 wickets

DUGOUT

.
Indian skipper Virat Kohli played his 200th game for Royal
Challengers Bangalore on Thursday @RCBTwests

Rajasthan Royals pacer Jofra Archer spends quahty time with hIS
parents in Dubai @rajasthanroyals

Ra]asthan Royals COo-owner and brand ambassador Shane Warne
spends time with budding cricketers at Royals camp in Rajasthan

Royals UAE Academy @rajasthanroyals

IPL SHOULD BAN KOHLI AND ABD: KL
On the eve of their high-profile IPL match between RCB
and KXIP, captains Virat Kohli and KL Rahul engaged
themselves in a hilarious chat show, which was shown
Live. During the Puma India Instagram Live chat show,
the batting stars talked about various things, including

MI start favountes against KKR

PTI W ABU DHABI

An explosive batting line-up
and a lethal-at-death bowl-
ing attack will give defending
champions Mumbai Indians a
definitive edge over Kolkata
Knight Riders when the two
teams clash in an IPL game here
on Friday.

The defending champions
are on a roll having won their last
four games, while there are prob-
lems aplenty for KKR, who were
decimated by RCB by 82 runs in
their last game.

For KKR, questions remain
as to whether their key spinner
Sunil Narine, who has been once
reported for suspect bowling
action, will play or not. He had
missed the game against RCB
even as KKR hoped for an “early
resolution” to the issues sur-
rounding his controversial
action.

In the event of Narine miss-
ing out again, Mumbai will fancy
their chances even more at the
Sheikh Zayed stadium, where
skipper Rohit Sharma has scored
both his half-centuries this sea-

Krunal Pandya.

There was talk of Russell

Mahela wants to continue
with pace- heavy attack

Sharma (216 runs),
on his day, can pummel
any attack to submis-

MATCHES %
MUMBAL INDIANS 0
HOLKATA KNIGHT RIDERS @

Given the trio’s
abilities, they can rip
apart the KKR attack,

sion and particularly
enjoys playing against
Kolkata. When the two teams
met last, Mumbai rode on his
belligerent 80 to register a 49-run
win.

Apart from Sharma, the
Mumbai top and middle-
order is in good form — be
it Quinton De Kock (191
runs) or Suryakumar Yadav sz
(233 runs), who would like
to continue in the same

vein.
Mumbai Indians |
coach Mahela

Jayawardene would
be pleased with the
likes of Hardik
Pandya and swash-
buckling Kieron
Pollard, who have
been launching
into the opposi-
tion attack with
their big-hit- %
ting prowess
along with

Stats: Faisel Features

especially one sans
Narine.

On the bowling front too,
Mumbai looks a settled unit
with Trent Boult and Jasprit
Bumrah providing early break-

throughs. They are comple-
mented by Australian James
Pattinson and the trio has
. accounted for 31 wickets.

Spinners Rahul
Chahar and Krunal will be
again looking to con-
tain the KKR bat-
ters.

Meanwhile,
the biggest draw-
back for KKR is
the inconsistent
performance of
their batsmen,
particularly
Andre Russell,
who has just
4 managed a
¥ meagre 71

runs from
\ seven games.

being promoted up the order, but
he continues to bat down and
hasn’t done justice to his abilities.

Kolkata also possesses a
number of batsmen who can take
any attack to cleaners. It compris-
es the young and elegant
Shubman Gill, England’s World
Cup-winning captain Eoin
Morgan, Nitish Rana and skipper
Dinesh Karthik, but they have
not got going barring the odd
game.

The management would be
hoping that come Friday, they
fire in unison to reduce pressure
on young guns Rahul Tripathi
and Tom Banton.

KKR bowlers did well to
fashion narrow victories against
Kings XI Punjab and Chennai
Super Kings, but were profligate
against RCB.

KKR may also look to play
Kuldeep Yadav, who was
dropped after playing just three
games, in place of a third pacer.

He can come in handy along
with mystery spinner Varun
Chakravarthy, who was econom-
ical in the game against RCB.

of timing it.

“I cannot say that right now
because the fast bowlers still
have a bigger role to play in this
competition — be it in the
Powerplay, middle overs and
the backend,” Mahela said when
asked if they would re-think
their strategy against KKR.

“So, trying to keep that bal-
ance as long as they are mak-
ing contributions, penetrating
through opponent batting line-
up, it does not matter what kind
of surfaces we play on,” he said.

The former Sri Lankan

possible changes in review rules. But the best part came
when Kohli asked Rahul, “What is that one rule which
you like to change in the T20 format, to your
advantage?” “I would ask IPL to ban you (Kolhi) and AB
de Villiers for the next season,” replied Rahul to the the
laughter of Kohli. The KXIP captain on a serious note,
also demanded that if a batsman hits a big six, which is
over 100 metres, it should be given more runs.

VIRAT’S BATTING SUPERSTITION

Team India and RCB captain Virat Kohli, whether it is
international cricket or IPL matches, is always seen
playing in white shoes. He himself explained why he
comes out to bat wearing white shoes. During
Instagram Live, he told Manchester City footballer Pep
Guardiola that | like to play in white shoes. It is like
superstition for me. Virat said, “I love playing in white
shoes, batting specially. It's more of a superstition for
me. When | bat, it's my zone and time to be absolutely
close to myself and perform,” said the 31-year-old, who
made his international debut in 2008.

MI pacer Jasnnt Bumrah chats with
teammate James Pattinson @mipaltan

ABU DHABI: The pitches in the
UAE are getting slower with
each passing day but Mumbai
Indians head coach Mahela
Jayawardene is keen to persist
with their pace-heavy attack.
A lot of teams are relying
on their spinners now as the
ball has started to stop a bit after
pitching, forcing the batsmen to
muscle the ball around instead

batsman said the quality of their
fast bowling, led by Jasprit
Bumrah, creates enough oppor-
tunities for them.

“We have got very good
spinners, who are operating
right now within the playing
eleven. There are a few guys
who are at the wings, who we
might look at giving certain
positions and match-ups. If
the conditions suit, we will look
into that but right now, I am
happy with the combination we
have and the way they have
operated,” said Mahela.

POINTS TABLE

Tracing Tushar Deshpande’'s journey from
Parsee Gymkhana to PL via Shivaji Park

MUMBAI: From standing in a long
selection queue for aspiring bats-
men at the iconic Shivaji Park
Gymkhana to shining on his IPL
debut as a pacer, Mumbai rookie
Tushar Deshpande has come a long
way.

The 25-year-old bowler held
his nerve to help fashion a 13-run
victory for Delhi Capitals against
Rajasthan Royals on Wednesday
night.

“In 2007, T along with three-

four boys had gone for selection for
BPL loop academy of Shivaji Park
Gymkhana from Kalyan. There
was a big queue for batsmen,
around 40-45 players were lined up
and 20-25 batsmen were padded
up.

“.. And the bowler line had
only 15-20 aspirants. It was around
3.30 PM and the selection was till
6-6.30.

“I thought with so many play-
ers lined up for batting, I won't get
a chance, but at the same time I was
not keen to return empty handed
and hence I stood in the bowler’s
line,” Deshpande recalled on
Marathi chat show Coffee, Cricket
Aani Barach Kaahi.

The speedster, who claimed
figures of 2-37 from his four overs
on his IPL debut, has also played
a part in Mumbai winning its first
Vijay Hazare Trophy title in more
than a decade.

Continuing about the selection
trial, he added, “Till then no one
had told me that I bowl quicker

than the average boys. The
.. bowler line moved fast,
and after my number
% came, I fortunately got
the new ball. “T marked
the run-up and bowled a ball. It
was a superb banana out-swing
and even kicked after landing.

Paddy sir (Padmakar Shivalkar)
said: ‘well bowled, bowl the same
ball again’

“I didn't even know who he
was, but I bowled again, bowled 6-
7 balls and was shortlisted,” he
recalled.

“The same process went on for
the second and third day. After
Paddy sir and Sandesh Kawle sir
gave me confidence, I decided to
play for the Gymkhana and
become a pacer;” he quipped.

Mumbai Cricket Association
(MCA) apex council member
Khodadad Yazdegardi remem-
bered how despite suffering a
breakdown during a police shield
game, Deshpande came back
strongly.

“A year before last he was
called for trials with Kings XI
Punjab. But in two weeks’ time the
Ranji season was starting. I got a
call from him saying he won't be
going for the trails as Ranji was
starting and he would like to play
the police shield game.

“He played that game, but
while bowling broke down, and
was out for a month. But he
always kept faith in himself that he
would recover and play again. He
is mentally very strong,” Khodadad,
who is an office-bearer of Parsee
Gymkhana, told PTIL. PTI

Srikanth sails into
Denmark quarters

ODENSE : Ace Indian shuttler Kidambi Srikanth
stormed into the Denmark Open quarterfinals with
a straight-game win over Canada’s Jason Anthony
Ho-Shue here on Thursday.

The fifth seeded Indian took 33 minutes to get
the better of his Canadian opponent 21-15, 21-14
in the menss singles second round of the $750,000
Super 750 tournament.

“It was close until 11 in both games. I'm just
happy that I could continue that form throughout
the match. I had to be alert to get back his shots,”
Srikanth told BWE

The 27-year-old will next face world No 2 Chou
Tien Chen of Chinese Taipei, who beats Ireland’s
Nhat Nguyen 21-8, 21-16 later in the day.

Talking about Chou Tien Chen, Srikanth said:
“Heé’s been playing well the last few years. It's defi-
nitely a match where I can understand where 'm
at. That's the whole idea of playing this tournament.

“He hits hard, he’s someone who has an over-
all game, he has a hard smash, he knows when to
attack and when to defend. He has matured. Its
always good when you play a top 4 player.”

The other Indian in the competition, Lakshya
Sen, will be up against local challenger Hans-Kristian
Solberg Vittinghus in his second round match later
in the day. PTI
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1 @ DC 8 6 2 40990 12

2 2. M 7.°5 2 +1327 10

3 ., RCB 7 5 2 -0116 10

4 $ KKR 7 4 3 -0577 8
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Maguire sees red in England’s defeat

AFP M LONDON

ngland’s prospects of returning

to the finals of the Nations
League suffered a big hit as Gareth
Southgate’s side lost 1-0 at home
to Denmark on Wednesday, while
Kylian Mbappe gave World Cup
holders France a 2-1 victory in
Croatia and Portugal won without
Cristiano Ronaldo.

Harry Maguire was sent off for
England in the first half at
Wembley for two clumsy yellow
cards, and Christian Eriksen then
converted a 35th-minute penalty
on the occasion of his 100th cap
to put the Danes ahead.

They held on to inflict a first
home defeat on England in two
years, with the hosts also havin
young Chelsea full-back Reece
James sent off for dissent after the
final whistle.

“He is a top player, he is a mas-
sive part of what we do,” Southgate
said in defence of Maguire, who
has struggled for Man United
since his involvement in a brawl on
the Greek island of Mykonos in
August.

“He is having a period where
is having a lot of stick thrown his
way and he is big enough to deal
with that”

England got to the four-team
finals of the inaugural Nations
League last year but their chances
of getting there again this time are

very much in the balance with
Belgium two points ahead of
Southgate’s team and the Danes
atop League A, Group 2.

Belgium won 2-1 in Iceland
on Wednesday with Romelu
Lukaku scoring twice. They host
England in Brussels on November
15.

In Zagreb, PSG star Mbappe
missed an open goal early on but
got the winner in the 79th minute
as France beat Croatia 2-1 in
their latest re-run of the 2018
World Cup final.

Antoine Griezmann had put
France ahead with Nikola Vlasic
equalising in the second half for
Croatia before around 7,000 fans.

Les Bleus have still never lost
to Croatia and are level with
Portugal on 10 points at the top of
League A, Group 3.

DOUBLES FOR JOTA, LEWA

Portugal, winners of the inau-
gural Nations League, shrugged off
the absence of Ronaldo because of
a positive Covid-19 test as they
beat Sweden 3-0 in Lisbon.

Liverpools Diogo Jota set up
Bernardo Silva for the opener
then scored two of his own, one
either side of half-time.

Meanwhile, the prolific Robert
Lewandowski scored a brace as
Poland beat Bosnia and
Herzegovina 3-0 in Warsaw. Karol
Linetty got the other goal and
Poland are top of Group A, a point
above Italy and two ahead of the
Netherlands.

The Dutch came from behind
to draw 1-1 with Italy in Bergamo,
with Donny van de Beek netting
for Frank de Boer’s side after
Lorenzo Pellegrini put Italy ahead.



