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Stepping in to ensure that the
“residents of Delhi-NCR are

able to breathe in fresh clean
air”, the Supreme Court on
Friday appointed retired apex
court judge Justice Madan B
Lokur as a one-man commit-
tee to take steps for preventing
stubble burning in Punjab,
Haryana and Uttar Pradesh —
wherein incidents of burning of
paddy crop residue have dou-
bled up this year compared to
last two years during the cor-
responding period.

Stubble burning in the
three neighbouring States is
one of the major sources of pol-
lution in the Delhi-National
Capital Region (NCR).
Between October 1 and 15, as
many as 4,644 paddy crop
residue burning incidents were
detected in the three States,
with Punjab leading the pack
with 3,516 incidents.
Comparatively, the three States
combined reported 2,119 such
incidents in 2019 and 2,151
incidents in 2018.

While directing that
National Cadet Corps (NCC),
National Service Scheme and
Bharat Scouts be deployed for
assisting the panel, a bench
headed by Chief Justice SA
Bobde also rejected the objec-

tion of Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta on the appointment of
the committee saying the States
concerned have already been
heard.

The apex court directed the
court-appointed Environment
Pollution Control Authority
(EPCA) and chief secretaries of
Haryana, Punjab and Uttar

Pradesh to assist the Lokur
panel to enable physical sur-
veillance of fields where stub-
ble is burnt. 

“We just want that people
of Delhi-NCR can breathe fresh
air without any pollution,” said
the bench, also comprising
Justices AS Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian.

Mehta, who appeared for
the Centre, Uttar Pradesh and
Haryana, told the bench that
they may have “some reserva-
tion” over appointment of the
one-man committee and urged
that the EPCA should be the
monitoring authority for pre-
venting stubble burning.

“We must not trouble
Justice Lokur,” Mehta said, urg-
ing the bench to post the mat-
ter for hearing after Dussehra
vacation on this issue. He said
no notices were issued to the
Centre and the concerned
States on the issue of appoint-
ment of a committee. 

“We have not given some
extraordinary power to Justice
Lokur,” the bench said, adding,
“We have heard the States and
you (Mehta) were not there
when we were dictating order
for half an hour”.

Additional Solicitor
General Aishwarya Bhati, who

also appeared for the Centre,
told the bench that the court
may select the committee
member from a panel of
names. 

The top court directed the
States concerned to provide
adequate security, secretarial
infrastructure and transport
to Lokur panel. It said the
panel shall submit its report on
stubble burning fortnightly to
the apex court.

During his tenure as an
apex court judge, Justice Lokur
had dealt with pollution mat-
ter which included the aspect
of stubble burning.

Union Environment
Minister Prakash Javadekar
has, however, contended that
only 4 per cent pollution is due
to stubble burning and 96 per
cent of it is due to local factors
like biomass burning, garbage
dumping, unpaved roads, dust,
construction and demolition

activities. He has flagged off 50
inspection teams of the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) for field visits to keep
a watch on pollution hot spots.

The SC bench was hearing
a plea filed by one Aditya
Dubey who has raised concern
over pollution caused due to
stubble burning. During the
hearing conducted through
video-conferencing, senior
advocate Vikas Singh, appear-
ing for the petitioner, told the
bench that a one-man com-
mission headed by Justice
(retd) Lokur be constituted as
he has the experience in deal-
ing with environment issues.

The bench observed it has
no problem in appointing a
commission and asked Singh to
take consent of Justice (retd)
Lokur. Singh later told the
bench that he has talked to
Justice (retd) Lokur and 
he is ready.

����� %�1	.�'23

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said the

Government will soon take a
decision on revising the mini-
mum age of marriage for girls
after it receives the report from
the committee set up for the
purpose.

He said he has been receiv-
ing letters from women from
across the country, asking
about the report of the com-
mittee and when the
Government will take a deci-
sion on it. “I want to assure
them, the Government will
soon take its decision after the
submission of the report,” Modi
said.

Addressing a video con-
ference here after releasing a
commemorative coin of �5
denomination  on the 75th
anniversary of the Food and
Agriculture Organisation

(FAO), the Prime Minister
maintained: “There is an
important deliberation going
on to decide what should be the
ideal age of marriage for
daughters.”

He pointed out that the
girls’ gross enrolment ratio in
education has turned higher
than that of boys for the first
time in the country because of
several efforts taken by the
Government in the last six
years.

On June 20, this year, the
Women and Child
Development Ministry set up
the committee, headed by for-
mer Samata Party leader Jaya
Jaitley, to review or reconsider
the legal age for women.

Before 1978, the legal mar-
riage age for the girl was 15
years. It was changed in 1978
by amending the erstwhile
Sarda Act of 1929. As of now,
a girl is allowed to get married
legally when she is at least 18
years old.

Continued on Page 12
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With stand-off continuing
at the Line of Actual

Control (LAC), India’s opera-
tional readiness will get a boost
with the arrival of the second
batch of three to four more
Rafale fighter jets in early
November.  The first batch of
five jets, which joined the IAF
in September, is now flying reg-
ular sorties along the border in
Ladakh as part of the country’s
overall preparedness to meet
any challenge from China. 

The induction of more
Rafale jets will enhance the
IAF’s overall readiness as it has
already deployed all its front-
line jets, including the SU-30s,
MIG-29s and Jaguars, at criti-
cal forward bases stretching
from Ladakh in the west to
Arunachal in the east.

The new arrivals will get
operationalised within a few
days for active duty.  They will
join the current lot of Rafales
at the Ambala airbase.  

In a related development,
an IAF team, led by Assistant
Chief of Air Staff (Projects) Air
Vice Marshal N Tiwari, is in
France now reviewing the
Rafale project as part of the
annual routine meeting.

At least, 10 to 12 IAF pilots
are now undergoing training in
France on the Rafale medium
multi-role fighter aircraft, they
said adding the training sched-
ule will end by March next year.

As per the overall plan, the
IAF will have two squadrons
(one squadron has 18 jets) of
Rafales based at Ambala in
north India and Hashimara in
West Bengal in the east. 

Continued on Page 12
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Shaurya Chakra awardee
Balwinder Singh

Bhikhiwind, who had fought
bravely against terrorism for
years and was repeatedly
attacked by terrorists in the ter-
ror-infested area, was shot dead
by unidentified assailants in

Tarn Taran district on Friday.
Many documentaries have

been made on his bravery.
Only a year ago, the secu-

rity cover to 62-year-old
awardee was withdrawn by the
State Government on the rec-
ommendation of Tarn Taran
police.

Punjab Chief Minister
Capt Amarinder Singh on
Friday ordered the constitution
of a Special Investigative Team
(SIT), headed by DIG
Ferozepur, to probe all angles

of the fatal attack on Balwinder
Singh.

The motorcycle-borne
miscreants attacked Balwinder
when he was at his office,
adjoining his home, in the dis-
trict’s Bhikhiwind village, the
police said, adding that the
accused then fled the spot.

Condoling the death of
Balwinder, the CM has direct-
ed DGP Dinkar Gupta to
ensure speedy investigation to
identify and bring the culprits
to book at the earliest. 

CCTV footage from the
area shows that two unknown
assailants arrived at the house
of the deceased in the morning
and one of them entered the
premises and fired at Balwinder
Singh at point-blank range.
The details of the vehicle and
its registration number are
being probed, said the DGP.

A case under sections 302,
34, of the Indian Penal Code
and 25, 27 of the Arms Act has
been registered against
unknown persons.
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Over the last three decades,
Indians have been increas-

ingly living longer. On an aver-
age, Indians now are living a
decade more than those during
the early nineties. The life
expectancy in India has risen
from 59.6 years in 1990 to 70.8
years in 2019.

There’s a disparity in
Statewise life expectancy
increase though. An average
Keralite now lives for 77.3
years while his counterpart in
Uttar Pradesh for 66.9 years.

Nevertheless, both, as also
from many other States, share
a commonality — the quality of
life is missing as they live more
with illness and disability,
according to the Global Burden
of Disease (GBD) Study, pub-
lished in the Lancet journal on
Friday.

The culprits, as the study
pointed out, were air pollution,
hypertension, tobacco use,
poor diet and high blood sugar
levels, the top-five risk factors
for deaths in India in 2019.

The rising chronic illness
can also fuel the Covid-19
death tally as people with co-
morbidities are vulnerable to

the deadly virus.
The study assessed more

than 286 causes of death and
369 diseases and injuries in
more than 200 countries and
territories across the world
and noted that India has gained
more than a decade of life
expectancy since 1990, but
with wide inequalities between
States.

However, it said the
increase in “healthy life
expectancy” in India has not
been as dramatic as the growth
of life expectancy since “people
are living more years with ill-
ness and disability”.

Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan too had on Thursday

stressed the need to move from
food security to nutrition secu-
rity to achieve the goals of the
“Eat Right India Movement”
and urged other Ministries
concerned to form a joint plat-
form to determine common
goals and strategy and syner-
gise their actions.

The GBD study found that
the largest contributors to
increasing health loss in India
over the last 30 years were non-
communicable diseases
(NCDs) like ischaemic heart
disease, COPD, diabetes, and
stroke.

In 2019, the research noted
that the top-five risk factors for
death in India were air pollu-

tion (contributing to an esti-
mated 1.67 million deaths),
high blood pressure (1.47 mil-
lion), tobacco use (1.23 mil-
lion), poor diet (1.18 million),
and high blood sugar (1.12 mil-
lion).

“Over the past decade there
has been more than 0.5 per cent
annual increase in the exposure
to several highly preventable
risks such as obesity, high
blood sugar, alcohol use, and
drug use globally,” said study
lead author Christopher
Murray, Director of the
Institute for Health Metrics
and Evaluation (IHME) at the
University of Washington in
the US.

“We are failing to change
unhealthy behaviours, partic-
ularly those related to diet
quality, caloric intake, and
physical activity, in part due to
inadequate policy attention
and funding for public health
and behavioural research,”
Murray said.

The scientists said several
of the risk factors and NCDs
highlighted by the study,
including obesity and diabetes
are associated with increased
risk of serious illness and death
from Covid-19.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the main face for the

National Democratic Alliance
(NDA), will go full steam cam-
paigning in Bihar by holding as
many as 12 rallies, starting
next Friday, for the upcoming
Assembly polls in the State.

Of these rallies, three each
would be held on the days
when the first (October 28) and
second phase (November 3) of
polling will be on in other con-
stituencies in the State. The
elections in Bihar are being
held in three phases on
October 28, November 3 and
November 7 for the 243-seat
Bihar assembly. 

“On October 23, PM Modi
will hold rallies in Sasaram,
Gaya and Bhagalpur. On
October 28,  he will hold ral-
lies in Darbhanga, Muzaffarpur
and Patna. On November 3, he
will hold rallies in Chhapra,

East Champaran and
Samastipur. On November 3,
rallies in West Champaran,
Saharsa and Araria will be
held,” former Maharashtra
Chief Minister and incharge of
BJP in Bihar Devendra
Fadnavis said during a Press
conference.

The BJP, in the meantime,
continued to distance itself
from the Lok Janshakti Party
(LJP) and even dubbing it a
“vote katua” (vote-cutter) party.
But then, LJP leader  Chirag
Paswan too continued to play
his part to create confusion
among the NDA ranks by reit-
erating his reverence for Modi
and wishing to see the next
Bihar Chief Minister from the
BJP. 

The BJP is seeking to reas-
sure Chief Minister Nitish

Kumar that it is not providing
any tacit support to the LJP
against him. “Chirag has cho-
sen a separate path in Bihar, he
is trying to mislead people by
taking names of senior BJP
leaders. We don’t have any B or
C team. The NDA will get a
three-fourth majority. Chirag’s
party will be left as a vote-katua
party,” Union Information and
Broadcasting Minister Prakash
Javadekar said. 

As all  senior BJP leaders ,
including party president JP
Nadda, have  hit the ground to
take the BJP-JD(U)-VIP
alliance forward in Bihar, the
LJP seemed to be playing tru-
ant by “loving BJP” and “hit-
ting” JD(U).

“I don’t need to use the PM
Modi’s photos for campaigning.
He lives in my heart, I am his
Hanuman. If needed, I’ll tear
open my chest and show it,”
said Chirag even as the BJP hit
out at him.

Other senior BJP leaders,
including party general secre-
tary Bhupender Yadav, too hit
out at Chirag, who walked out
of the ruling NDA in Bihar and
deciding to contest the
Assembly polls on its own.

Continued on Page 12

Mathura: A local court in
Mathura on Friday admitted a
plea that seeks to remove a
mosque adjacent to the Krishna
Janmabhoomi.

The court of district judge
Sadhna Rani Thakur has fixed
November 18 as the next date
of hearing in the case.

Earlier in October, a civil
court in Mathura had dis-
missed a plea seeking a judg-
ment to remove the Shahi
Idgah Mosque. The petitioner
had alleged that the mosque
was built over Krishna
Janmabhoomi.

Mathura is considered 
to be the birthplace of Lord
Krishna.

The mosque in question
was built in the 17th century.
According to petitioners, it
was built at the birthplace of
Lord Krishna, within the 13-
acre premises of the Katra
Keshav Dev temple. IANS

�	
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The Supreme Court on
Friday sought Attorney

General’s assistance on a plea
for stay on the Madhya
Pradesh High Court order
which granted bail to an
accused in a molestation case
on the condition that he
would request the alleged vic-
tim to tie him “Rakhi”.

A bench headed by Justice
AM Khanwilkar issued notice
to the office of Attorney
General K K Venugopal on an
appeal filed by nine women
lawyers who have said that
courts across the country
should be restrained from
imposing such conditions as
these are “against the princi-
ple of law”.

The HC, in its July 30
order, had granted bail to the
accused and imposed a con-
dition that he along with his
wife shall visit the house of the
complainant and request her
to tie “Rakhi” to him with the
promise to protect her to the
best of his ability for all times
to come. Senior advocate
Sanjay Parikh, appearing for
the petitioners, including
lawyer Aparna Bhat, told the
bench that the appeal has
been filed in a “extraordinary
circumstance”.  

Continued on Page 12
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath handed over

appointment letters to 31,277
assistant teachers selected by
the UP Basic Education Board
(UPBEB) for appointment
against 69,000 vacancies of
2019.

“Basic education is the
foundation of the entire system
and thus teachers appointed by
the Basic Education depart-
ment have a huge responsibil-
ity on their shoulder. You are
not only a teacher but also a
friend and a guide for the stu-
dent. You will be playing a cru-
cial role in nation-building
and its future,” Yogi said while
presiding over a ceremony vir-
tually on Friday.

Continued on Page 12
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Even as the Special
Investigation Team (SIT)

probing the Hathras incident is
yet to submit its report, the
state government has ordered
the Special Task Force (STF) to
probe a possible conspiracy
angle to incite ethnic and com-
munal riots in the backdrop of
the incident. 

Earlier, on the basis of the
SIT input, the state government
had suspended five police offi-
cials, including the SP of
Hathras. The probe into the
alleged rape and murder of the
Dalit girl has now been taken
over by the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI).

The Chief Minister’s Office
(CMO) said through a release
on Friday that the case of con-
spiracy to incite strife on eth-
nic and communal angles after
the incident registered at
Chandpa police station
(Hathras) would now be probed
by a special team of the STF. 

It further said that the STF
special unit was set up to
expose conspiracies after inter-
national efforts to discredit
the Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment surfaced during the
probe. 

“Large funding and con-
spiracies were hatched to dis-
credit the Yogi government
from Islamic countries, includ-
ing Pakistan, the UAE and
Bangladesh. Besides spread-
ing fake information, mor-
phed photographs and
rumours, a big effort was made
to spread ethnic and commu-
nal strife in the state by incit-
ing the victim’s circuit,” it

Lucknow (PNS): Hitting out at
Uttar Pradesh government,
Pragatisheel Samajwadi Party
(Lohia) president Shivpal Singh
Yadav on Friday said that a jungle
raj prevailed in the state as Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath had lost
control over the bureaucracy and
the police administration. Shivpal
Yadav, who was in Etawah on
Friday, said the law and order sit-
uation was in a shambles and this
was evident from the rising tide of
crime against women and the

spate of incidents against the weak-
er sections of society. The PSPL
chief said that the civil administra-
tion in many districts was helpless
as the Bharatiya Janata Party lead-
ers and ministers were proving the
biggest threat to the law and order.
He said if this situation persisted,

then there would be total anarchy
in the state. He alleged that the gov-
ernment machinery in the entire
state was engaged in the exploita-
tion of people as the officers were
neck deep in corruption. “The
common man is living in a state of
fear as people have nowhere to go

with their grievances against the
police and administration offi-
cials,” he said. Shivpal Yadav said
that the people would have to come
together to dislodge the Yogi
Adityanath government.   He said
the Allahabad High Court had
taken a very dim view and indict-
ed the state government over the
handling of the alleged gang-rape
incident in Hathras where human
dignity and human rights of the
poor were trampled by the district
officials with impunity.
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With Bharatiya Janata Party
legislator from Ballia

coming out in open support of
a small-time party worker who
gunned down his rival in the
presence of a sub-divisional
magistrate and a circle officer
in Ballia on Thursday, leaders
of opposition parties attacked
the government over the sharp
dip in law and order. 

Small time BJP leader
Dhirendra Singh opened fire
with his licensed rifle at his
rival Jai Prakash (46) killing
him in the presence of the SDM
and the CO during a meeting
to allot ration shops to women
self-help groups in Durjanpur
village of Ballia. 

Initially nabbed by the
cops, the assailant managed to
escape. 

The CO, the SDM and
other cops present on the scene
were later suspended by the
chief minister. 

Meanwhile, BJP MLA from
Bairia seat (Ballia) Surendra
Singh defended the assailant
saying, “The incident is upset-
ting and should not have taken
place. But I condemn the
biased probe of the police.
Nobody is looking at the pain
of six women who were injured
in the incident. Dhirendra
Singh fired in self-defence.” 

“Had he not opened fire,
then dozens of his kin would
have been killed. Wrongdoers
should be punished under law.
What happened shouldn’t have
happened but the police should
also act against other groups
which attacked women with

sticks and iron rods,” Singh
added. 

The Bairia MLA confirmed
that assailant Dhirendra Singh
headed the BJP’s Ex-
Servicemen unit in Ballia dis-
trict. 

“This is a casualty that can
happen anywhere. In this inci-
dent, there was stone-pelting
from both sides. The law will
take its own course in the
matter,” the legislator said.

Meanwhile, averring that
UP was unsafe for women,
Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on
Friday said that Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath did not have
the time to call a special session
for this and was busy in photo
sessions.  In a tweet, Priyanka
Vadra posted, “A total of 13
horrific incidents of crimes
against women have occurred
in the past one week in UP. As
per reports, victims were mur-
dered in four incidents or they
committed suicide. This state of
women security is disturbing.
The CM does not have time to
conduct a ‘special session’ on
this. Yes, the photo session is
going on.”

The Congress leader also
presented details of date-wise
crimes with the tweet, includ-
ing the rape of a girl in Noida
on October 9, of a five-year-old
girl in Hardoi on October 10,
gang-rape by polytechnic stu-
dents in Jhansi on October 11,
rape reported from Gonda,
Hathras, Pratapgarh, Hapur,
Chitrakoot on October 13
among others. 

On his part, Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav

took a jibe at the Yogi govern-
ment over the incident and
tweeted, “Now with a ruling
party man involved in the sen-
sational crime, it is to be seen
whether the police SUV would
also turn upside down.”

Condemning the incident,
Bahujan Samaj party supremo
Mayawati on Friday said that
the Yogi government should
focus on improving the deteri-
orating law and order situation.  

In a tweet, Mayawati said,
“The Ballia incident in UP is
extremely worrying and in
view of the frequent cases of
atrocities against women and
girls, it is clear that law and
order has died here. It would be
better if the government pays
attention to this.” 

Bhim Army chief
Chandrashekhar alias Ravan
also targeted the law and order
situation and highlighted the
rape of a Dalit minor in
Barabanki. 

On Friday, Ravan tweeted,
“The Barabanki incident was a
horrific crime. The Dalit girl
was tied by her legs and hands
and thereafter gang-raped. The
victim’s private parts were
crushed by the accused merci-
lessly.”
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Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath said
that the Uttar Pradesh govern-

ment was working to ensure global
branding of Kala Namak variety of rice
on the lines of Basmati rice.  

Yogi said that a project for promot-
ing Kala Namak rice had been prepared
in association with the International
Rice Research Institute at Varanasi,
Indian Agriculture Research Institute
and Acharya Narendra Dev Agriculture
University of Faizabad.

Addressing farmers and industrial-
ists virtually at the CII Agro & Food
Tech, 2020 on the Indian Agriculture
Week on Friday, the chief minister said
that Kala Namak rice had already been
included in the One District, One
Product scheme for Siddharthnagar.
Besides, he said, it had got a GI (geo-
graphical indication) tagging in 11
districts of eastern UP. 

Yogi pointed out that the COVID-
19 pandemic had affected almost every

sector contributing to the economy
except agriculture, which had seen a sig-
nificant growth and contributed to the
state as well national GDP.

The chief minister that the state
government had accorded top priority
to the development of farm sector and
the welfare of farmers. 

He said that with the objective of
farmers’’ well-being, all sugar mills of
the state had continued normal cane
crushing operations during the lock-
down from March 25 to mid-May.  

Yogi said that 92 percent of the
farmers in the state were marginal and
there was a need to organise the sector
to strengthen them financially. 

He said that to achieve this, the
government had already announced a
policy for FPOs (farmers producers
organisation) and the process of con-
stituting the FPOs at block level was
underway.

Yogi congratulated the CII for
putting together this initiative and said
that he was confident that a large

number of farmers would be able to
benefit from it. 

He also urged entrepreneurs in the
sector to come forward and set up pro-
cessing units in UP which was natural-
ly so endowed.

Chairman, CII Agro & Food Tech
2020 & Chairman and Managing
Director, DCM Shriram Ltd, Ajay
Shriram noted that the participation of
the country’s largest agricultural state in
the summit was encouraging. 

Shriram said that the agenda of One
Nation, One Market was the need of the
hour and it would give growers the free-
dom to sell their produce as per their
will. 

He remarked that technology cou-
pled with farming techniques would
pave the way forward for the growth of
the agriculture sector.

Nikhil Sawhney, Chairman, CII
Northern Region and Vice Chairman
and Managing Director, Triveni
Turbines Ltd, said that the various
recent policy reforms undertaken by the

government would give the much need-
ed impetus to the micro, small and
medium enterprises sector and entre-
preneurs in the state. He also pointed
out that the agricultural sector, indus-
try and education collectively needed to
grow for the overall development of the
state. “Uttar Pradesh is the largest agri-
cultural and dairy producer hence it is
a crucial market for food processing as
well,” he added.

Chandrajit Banerjee, Director
General, Confederation of Indian
Industry, congratulated the govern-
ment for its good governance and the
trust it had built. 

“The improved ranking in the ease
of doing business parameters have fur-
ther infused confidence amongst busi-
ness owners to look at UP for their
investments,” he said.

He said the CII had developed a
business service unit specifically for
FPOs to equip them with market link-
age and it aimed to connect 25,000
farmers by 2025.
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It is good news for the state
employees as the Uttar

Pradesh government has
allowed advance payment dur-
ing festivals and approved cash
vouchers for employees in lieu
of LTC (leave travel concession)
so that they may celebrate fes-
tivals with traditional gaiety. 

The state government also
announced a minimum sup-
port price (MSP) for corn. 

These decisions were taken
at a cabinet meeting held in
Lucknow on Friday.

A state government
spokesman said that the
advance facility would be avail-
able to all the state government
employees and would be
applicable till March 31.

“Under the scheme, the
employee will be paid an inter-
est-free advance of Rs 10,000 as
special festival package and
this can be repaid in 10 instal-
ments,” the spokesman said.

However, the decision
would burden the state exche-
quer with Rs 1,000 crore.

The spokesman said that
once an employee applied for
the loan, his head of the depart-
ment would provide him with
a pre-loaded SBI Pay-card
through which he could with-
draw the money as per his
requirement.

“The employee can avail
this advance for all festivals list-
ed in the holiday list of the state
government,” he said.

Earlier this week, the
Union government had
announced a similar interest-
free festival advance to all its
officers and employees as part
of plans to increase consumer
spending to spur demand in
the economy. 

The UP government fol-
lowed suit and got the propos-
al approved from the cabinet.

In another decision, the
government announced to give
cash vouchers to the state
employees this year in lieu of
LTC fare which could be spent
only on buying non-food GST-
rated items.

The spokesman said that
an employee could claim Rs
6,000 per person and for four
persons but would have to buy
items that attract 12 percent or
more GST. 

These purchases will have
to be made in digital mode
from GST-registered outlets.

As travel is difficult to
undertake during the pandem-
ic, the government will pay
entitled fare as cash vouchers
which have to be spent by
March 31, 2021. 

Besides, 50 percent of the
proposed money will be paid in
advance while the rest will be
paid on return from the tour.

Government payout on
cash-in-lieu-of-LTC will be Rs
960 crore.

The state government also
announced MSP for corn
which will be Rs 1,850 per
quintal and the purchase peri-
od will be between October 17
and January 15.

Lucknow (PNS): Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said
that to contain the spread of
coronavirus infection, it
should be ensured that all
preventive protocols were fol-
lowed strictly and contact
tracing was intensified.

“Continuing with 65,000
RT-PCR tests daily, 1.5 lakh to
1.75 lakh Covid tests should be
conducted every day,” the chief
minister said while chairing an
Unlock review meeting at his
official residence in Lucknow
on Friday.

After reviewing the cur-
rent situation in Lucknow,
Gorakhpur, Meerut, Jaunpur
and Pratapgarh districts, Yogi
said that the recovery rate
should be bettered.

Directing officials to
maintain treatment standards
at hospitals, the chief minister
said that it should be ensured
that the patients got medicines

and nutritious food on time. 
“Doctors should take reg-

ular rounds of wards and
check the oxygen level of
COVID-19 patients at regular
intervals and if required, use
HFNC (high flow nasal can-
nula) therapy,” he said.

Yogi said that paddy pur-
chase centres should be oper-
ated effectively and social dis-
tancing should be followed
strictly there. 

“The farmers should be
encouraged not to burn stub-
ble and should be made ware
of the hazards of stubble burn-
ing and the pollution caused
by it. Besides pollution, stub-
ble burning reduces soil fertil-
ity. Instead, the farmers should
be encouraged to prepare
compost from it. This would
not only help in stopping air
pollution but also make com-
post available with them,” Yogi
said.
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added.
The Directorate of

Enforcement (ED) is already
quizzing four arrested mem-
bers of PFI in this case. On
October 7, the four PFI mem-
bers were arrested in Mathura
while coming from Delhi and
an FIR was lodged against
them on charges of disrupting

peace as part of a larger con-
spiracy. 

After being reportedly
raped and later murdered on
September 14, the 19-year-old
Dalit victim of Hathras died at
Delhi’s Safdarjung Hospital
on September 29. All four
accused in the incident have
been arrested and are in jail. 
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With the 2020-21 cane crushing sea-
son to commence soon, the Uttar

Pradesh government cracked the whip on
private sugar mills defaulting in payment
of cane arrears of the last season. 

On the direction of the Cane depart-
ment, the district magistrates have issued
recovery certificates (RCs) against sugar
mills owned by big players Bajaj
Hindusthan, Modi and Simbhaoli.

The four defaulter mills are Sujanpur-
Budaun (Yadu Group), Chilwariya-
Bahraich (Simbhaoli Group), Modi Nagar-
Ghaziabad (Modi Group), and Rudhauli-
Basti (Bajaj Hindusthan Group).

The RCs have been issued under
Sections 17 (4) and 18 (3) of the UP
Sugarcane (Supply and Purchase
Regulation) Act, 1953. The action was
taken after these mills failed to settle pay-
ment commitments despite repeated
warnings by the government. 

The RC empowers the district admin-
istrations, if need be, to seize movable and
immovable assets, including sugar stock,

for auction to settle dues of the farmers. 
Private sector sugar mills, numbering

94, collectively owe farmers’ arrears of
nearly Rs 7,500 crore for the previous
2019-20 season.  Sugarcane Commissioner
Sanjay Bhoosreddy said that stricter
action would be taken if the mills failed
to clear farmers’ dues.  He said that about
80 percent of payment for the 2019-20 sea-
son had been made and for the remain-
ing, follow-up action was being intensi-
fied.  “If we exclude top defaulting mills,
the payment percentage would improve
to 90 points. Some mills have even settled
100 percent of their cane dues,” he said.

Meanwhile, of the total dues of Rs
7,500 crore, the state mills are due to get
Rs 3,000 crore under different Central
schemes, including buffer subsidy, produc-
tion subsidy, transport subsidy and max-
imum admissible export quantity
(MAEQ).  Besides, about Rs 1,000 crore
will be sent directly to farmers’ accounts
through escrow account after receiving
payments from the Energy department for
the supply of cogenerated power.

Bhoosreddy said that under the cur-

rent regime (April 2017- October 2020),
a record cane payment of over Rs 1.07
lakh crore was made to farmers, includ-
ing Rs 35,423 crore in 2017-2018, Rs
33,048 crore in 2018-19 and Rs 27,928
crore in the crushing season 2019-2020,
as well as Rs 10,659 crore payment per-
taining to previous crushing seasons.  

UP is the country’s top sugar and cane
producer, and logged 12.65 million tonnes
(MT) in sugar output in the 2019-20 sea-
son, which was more than 45 percent of
India’s sugar production of 27.2 MT.

The state’s annual sugarcane econo-
my is pegged at nearly Rs 50,000 crore.
According to preliminary estimates, UP
has a bumper cane crop in 2020-21 sea-
son spanning 2.29 million hectares
(MH).According to a preliminary report
of the Indian Sugar Mills Association
(ISMA), the domestic sugar production is
estimated at 30.5 MT in 2020-21, which
will be 12 percent higher than 27.2 MT
in 2019-20. UP is estimated to have sugar
output of 12.3 MT in the coming 
2020-21 season, which is due to start
crushing soon.
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NOTICE

Army No-22051129X Sepoy
Javed Alam S/o Khursheed
Alam R/o personal line ADM
BATTALION. AMC CENTRE
AND SCHOOL COLLEGE.
CANTT LUCKNOW. Declare
that in my service Records and
high school marksheet, my
father's name is wrongly men-
tioned as Khurshed Alam has
correct name Khursheed Alam
for all future purpose.

NOTICE

My original allotment letter
issued by KDA has been lost
somewhere. Anybody getting it
has no right of its use. House
No. MIG-112, Sector-3,
Hemant Vihar, Barra-2, Kanpur.
Kailash Nath Awasthi Mob
7068004354.

NOTICE

I Amruta Vaishampayan D/o
Shri. Arvind V. Vaishampayan
R/o C-15, Sector A,
Mahanagar, Lucknow-06, have
irretrievably lost my Statment of
Marks & Passing Certificate
bearing Index No. B/8913/125
of ISCE 2008.
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Out of  over 58,000 Covid-
19 patients in the district,

the active cases have dipped to
3,323 while the recovery rate
has increased to 93 per cent. A
senior official at the CMO
office said they have also acti-
vated their infection prevention
team to further help in curbing
the spread of infection. The
team  consists of five members,
including the ACMO, one
member each from WHO &
UNICEF and one specialist.

The team has to visit pri-
vate hospitals to prevent the
spread of infection under the
direct charge of CMO. With
less workload, all the preventive
measures will be strengthened
to check the spike again.

The mobile medical units
testing the staffers at cinema
halls have discovered some
positive cases. “Those who
have tested positive will be iso-
lated and cinema halls con-
cerned will be sanitised,” the
senior official said.

The special surveillance
teams will begin their work of
micro-plans implementation
from Saturday.

Meanwhile, 296 persons
tested positive for coronavirus
in the city on Friday while 506
recovered. The death toll in the
state capital is 806. The new
patients included 29 from
Indiranagar, 25 from

Gomtinagar, 22 from Rae
Bareli road, 21 from Alambagh,
18 from Chowk, 13 from
Chinhat, 11 each from
Gudamba, Jankipuram &
Aliganj, and 10 each from
Ashiyana, Mahanagar &
Thakurganj. As many as 7,516
samples were collected under
contact surveillance. Four
patients died in Lucknow and
three of them belonged to the
state capital while one to
Sitapur. Three Covid-19
patients succumbed at KGMU,
including a 37-year-old woman
from Hardoi, a 45-year-old
man from Rajajipuram and a
65-year-old man from
Barabanki.

Across the state, 2,610 per-
sons tested positive, including
78 in Kanpur, 199 in Prayagraj
and 146 in Gorakhpur, taking
the tally to 4,49,935. There were
49 deaths across the state, tak-
ing the toll to 6,589. Besides,
3,538 patients recovered, taking
the total number of recoveries
to 4,08,083. There are still

35,263 cases in the state.
Meanwhile, KGMU

spokesperson Dr Sudhir Singh
said despite numerous chal-
lenges in Covid-19 times, laun-
dry services have always
remained functional.

“We needed 1,000 bed-
sheets to be washed daily. Our
laundry is equipped with three
washers, three hydro-extractor,
three steam irons and four
dryers. Around 25 employees
worked relentlessly to keep the
services running,” he said.

He said the staffers ensure
personal safety measures to
linen from Covid hospitals
and the laundry is sterilised
regularly. “Separate machines
are used for the clothes of
Covid patients and they are
soaked in hypochlorite solution
for half an hour. Washing soda,
bleach and sodium hypochlo-
rite are used as disinfectants.
The KGMU administration is
providing all necessary support
to the laundry team,” Dr Singh
said.
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Lucknow (PNS): The trade
and investment between
Ontario and Uttar Pradesh can
be enhanced to great heights
with more focus and work on
government policies to offer
more favourable business-
friendly conditions and envi-
ronment.

This was stated by Minister
for Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises, Investment and
Export Sidharth Nath Singh in
his keynote address at a webi-
nar organised by UP Chapter of
PHD Chamber of Commerce
and Industry in collaboration
with Indo-Canada Chamber
of Commerce. He said that after
all the years of wisdom and
under the challenging condi-
tions, the pandemic, as neme-
sis, brought upon the global
economy the sustainability con-
cept which could not be
ignored, and therefore, for the
industry to be more efficient,
the focus should not be only be
on price but also on sustainable
price.

The minister said that
under the leadership of  Chief
Minister  Yogi Adityanath, a
special 3-day session was
organised on the occasion of
Gandhi Jayanti last year for the
current assembly of UP gov-
ernment at one of the premiere
IIMs and 17 ministries were
discussed upon and ways of
making sustainable develop-
ment goals for them were
strategised. The session was
attended by almost all the
bureaucrats and ministers from
the current cabinet of UP,
including the Chief Minister
himself, based on which the
government came up with cre-
ative policy making guidelines
for the state, Singh said.
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Lucknow (PNS): Eight research
scholars of BBAU’s department
of Pharmaceutical Sciences were
selected for extramural fellow-
ship (SRF) invited under ICMR
Extramural Fellowship Proposals
Scheme. “The results of the
extramural fellowship  propos-
als (January 2020 cycle) invited
under ICMR Extramural
Fellowship Proposals Scheme
were declared on October 15.
From a total of 815 fellowship
(SRF/RA) proposals which got
technically approved, eight
research scholars of BBAU were
selected. 

They include Mujeeba
Rehman, Raviraj Pal, Raquibun
Nisa, Prashant Pandey, Samipta
Singh, Payal Deepak, Neha and
Richa Anand. These students
submitted their proposals under
diverse research areas such as
targeted delivery for rheumatoid
arthritis, cancer biology and
nanotechnology, atherosclero-
sis, gene delivery etc.

����� '/*0%(1

Three persons were arrested
on the charges of mobile-

snatching from Capital Colony
in Gaughat under Thakurganj
police station on Friday morn-
ing. They were identified as
Aditya Singh, Arshad and
Rakesh. 

Eight smartphones and Rs
1,000 in cash were recovered
from their possession. Police
said the accused would target
people between Hanuman Setu
and Vivekanand crossing. 

They would either snatch
mobile phone from people or
steal them. Over a dozen com-
plaints  were lodged at
Mahanagar police station in the
past one year and the police
launched a drive to nab them.
The cops sought help from
informers and managed to
trace the location of the
accused with the help of elec-
tronic surveillance.

A raid was conducted at 11
pm on Thursday and managed
to nab Aditya Singh, who is
said to be the mastermind.

Later, Arshad and Rakesh were
picked up from their hideout.

In another case, a 30-year-
old man, identified as Arvind,
who was carrying a cash
reward of Rs 10,000, was arrest-
ed from Mohanlalganj area on
Friday morning.

The police said they were
conducting hectic searches to
arrest him for the last one
year. He was involved in rob-
beries, extortions, thefts and
other incidents. Over two
dozens cases had been regis-
tered against him. The police
nabbed him with the help of
vi l lage guards late  night
Thursday. He was arrested after
he confessed to his crime.

Meanwhile, two persons
involved in buying and 
selling land using fake docu-
ments were arrested on  Friday
afternoon.They were identi-
fied as Sandeep Rathore and
Nekapal alias Nikki. They were
arrested after a thorough 
probe following eight com-
plaints  lodged against  
them at Gomtinagar police
station.
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City achievers were over-
joyed after cracking

NEET, results of which were
declared on Friday. The
exams are conducted for
entrance to various medical
institutes across the country.
However, a bummer was that
though the results were
declared late afternoon, stu-
dents could not view them
because of the heavy rush on
the site which virtually
crashed. It was late in the
evening when the students
were able to access their
results and ranks after facing
technical glitches. 

Ekta Thakur, who secured
651 marks and an all-India
rank  3639, said it was her
third attempt and she was
happy to have finally cracked
it. Daughter of a businessman,
Ekta said she would be the
first person to become a doc-
tor in her family. “I am happy
with my rank but this time the
merit has gone very high. I am
hoping to get Kanpur Medical
College with this rank,” she
said.

She said she was so keen
on becoming a doctor that she
made three attempts. About
her success mantra, she said
she was regular in coaching
and followed what the teach-
ers advised and was consistent
with her efforts. “ I am look-
ing forward to becoming a
gynaecologist,” she said.

Murad Ali, who secured
AIR 2329 with 660 marks,
said it was his second attempt
at NEET. Admitting that he
was not too happy with his
rank, he said he was hopeful
of going to KGMU.

“I am interested in going
to KGMU and will explore
more choices at the time of
counselling,” he said. He

added that the success mantra
was being consistent and
clearing doubts with the help
of teachers and taking regu-
lar mock tests. He said he
would be the first person in
his family to become a doctor
and was keen on serving the
country.

Deepak Mishra, who
secured AIR 3770 with 650
marks, said it was his second
attempt. “I think I will get
KGMU with this rank  but
one has to wait till the coun-
selling begins,” he said. He
admitted that he was happy
with his rank. About his suc-
cess mantra, he said he joined
various test series for regular
practice.
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Elaborate security arrange-
ments have been made by

police to ensure that Navratri
and Dussehra pass off peace-
fully. Commissioner of Police
SK Pandey said besides main-
taining law and order, the
police were tasked with ensur-
ing adherence to Covid-19
guidelines issued by the state
government.

He said instructions had
been issued to officers not to
be harsh with people but con-
vince them politely for fol-
lowing the guideline in their
own interest. Police personnel
will be deployed at crucial
points and places of worships.

A special team of consta-
bles will be active all over the
city to prevent eve-teasing.
There were several complaints
of eve-teasing last festival sea-

son. Police personnel will be
conducting a route march in
sensitive and hypersensitive
areas across the city.

The police will also take

help of peace committees set
up at grassroot level and pick-
et duties will be strengthened.
Night  patrolling will also be
enhanced during this period.

Station officers and beat
inspectors have also been
instructed to keep an eye on
mischief-mongers and take
prompt action, if need be.
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Lucknow (PNS): Under
Vigyan Setu, a lecture series on
Covid-19 was organised by
Indian National Science
Academy (INSA) and Indian
National Young Academy of
Sciences (INYAS). A  webinar-
cum-interaction was organ-
ised on Friday which featured
a talk by Biotechnology depart-
ment (GoI) secretary Renu
Swarup, who said that the pan-

demic has brought all the sci-
entists together.

INSA programme consul-
tant CM Nautiyal said INSA
and INYAS have come togeth-
er to ensure that the voice of
science reaches people and the
series helped the young
researchers come face to face
with doyens. Deliberating on
‘S&T for Addressing Societal
Challenges - Learning from

Covid-19’, Swarup said that
coronavirus posed a challenge
but virtual meetings was a
befitting response. “The pan-
demic has brought scientists
from across the world togeth-
er and data sharing is at its
zenith. One could never have
imagined that reaching from
genetic sequencing to phase-3
trials would be possible in
months,” Swarup said.
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Lucknow (PNS): In yet anoth-
er horrifying incident, an
Intermediate girl student was
raped by two men in a forest
stretch in Orai area of Jalaun
on Friday. The 17-year-old
girl’s mother was admitted to
the District Hospital after she
developed a complication.
Around Thursday midnight,
the girl left for the hospital
when she was intercepted by
two persons midway. The
miscreants dragged her to a
forest area and took turns to
rape her.

After regaining con-
sciousness, the victim, along
with her family members,
approached the local police
station and lodged a case
against the two. While she was
being dragged to the seclud-
ed area, one of the miscreants
had called his aide by his
name which the victim
remembered and it ultimate-
ly helped in tracing the
accused.

Jalaun SP Yashveer Singh
said that the police arrested
both the accused, identifying
them with the help of

Facebook. One of the accused,
Gaurav Soni drives a three-
wheeler in Orai. He was
arrested from his house. Later,
he disclosed the name of his
partner in crime as Neeraj
Soni, who was also nabbed
after a late night raid. The
accused were charged with
rape and booked under
Section 3/4 of POCSO Act.

Meanwhile in Banda, a
nine-year-old girl raped by her
neighbour two days ago and
undergoing treatment at
District Hospital, was referred
to a Kanpur hospital for spe-
cialised treatment.

A Banda District Hospital
spokesman said, “The girl
continued to be serious due to
excessive bleeding and was
hence admitted to Kanpur
hospital for better treatment.”

The victim was raped by
a 22-year-old accused while
she was alone at her village
home in Bisanda police station
area on Wednesday. The
child’s mother came to learn
about her ordeal after she
returned home late in the
evening.
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Lucknow (PNS): As many as 132 nominations were filed for
the November 3 bypoll to seven Assembly seats in Uttar Pradesh.
On Friday, the last day of filing nominations, 65 candidates filed
their papers for respective seats. The bypoll results would be
declared on November 10. On Friday, Election Commission
sources said that the highest number of  22 nominations each
were filed for Malhani (Jaunpur) and Naugawan Sadat
(Amroha) seats,  while in Deoria it was 21 and 19 each in
Ghatampur (Kanpur Dehat) and Bulandshahr seats.  

A total of 15 candidates filed their papers from Bangarmau
seat (Unnao) and 14 in Tundla (Agra) Assembly seat. Scrutiny
of papers would be held on Saturday and candidates could with-
draw nominations till October 19. All four prominent parties
- the BJP, SP, Congress and BSP have fielded candidates and
most of them have filed their nominations. Of the seven seats
going to bypoll, only Malhani seat was  held by Samajwadi Party
while  the rest were won by the ruling BJP.
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All the preparations have
been completed at most of

the Durga temples in this holy
city of Lord Shiva for the
Shardiya Navratra beginning
from Saturday. Though the
district administration has
issued its COVID-19 related
guidelines, it is expected that
during this second Navratra of
the year, religious fervour
would be seen at various tem-
ples, contrary to the first
(Vasantik Navratra) when all
the temples remained closed
due to nationwide lockdown.
This time, the Navratra will be
nine days, though Navmi and
Dashmi fall on the same day on
October 25.

This holy city has separate
temples of all the nine Devis
and nine Gauris where the
devotees offer prayer on differ-
ent days during Shardiya and
Vasantik Navratras respective-
ly. With the opening of famous
Durga Mandir, where normal-
ly rush is seen during all the
nine days during both the
Navratras, it is expected that
religious fervour would be seen
there as even on the eve of
beginning of festival, rush of
devotees was seen at various
shops there to purchase
coconuts, chunris and other
puja articles as a huge number
of people observe the nine

days fast at their own houses by
installing Kalash.

Besides, all the prepara-
tions including barricading
have been completed at
Shailputri Devi temple at
Alaipura near Shakkar Talab
behind Varanasi City railway
station. On the first day, a
large number of devotees are
expected to turn out there. The
devotees will throng
Brahmcharini Devi (Brahma
Ghat) on the second day, fol-
lowed by Chandra Ghanta Devi
(Chowk), Kushmanda Devi
(Durga Kund), Skanda Mata
(Bageshwari Devi at Jaitpura),
Katyayani Devi (Sangtha

Mandir, Manikarnika Ghat),
Kalratri (Kalka Gali
Dashaswamedh), Maha Gauri
(Annapurna Mandir near
Kashi Vishwanath temple) and
Siddhidatri Devi (Sidh Mata
Gali near Golghar) during the
other days of Navratra.

Not only this, thousands of
devotees through buses and
other vehicles are also expect-
ed to rush Vindhyachal in
Mirzapur district to offer
prayer at Maa Vindyavasini
Devi during Navratra. As sev-
eral routes are available to visit
there, it is expected that good
number of devotees will go
there as the temple has already

reopened there. According to
the district administration of
Mirzapur, no devotees would
be allowed into the temple
premises without wearing
masks and social distance
would be maintained during
the festival. The devotees would
also not be allowed to touch the
idols and enter the Garbgrih of
Maa Vindhyavasini Devi. Both
the Railways and Roadways
have made some arrangements
for the conveniences of the
devotees.   Earlier, UP Minister
of State (Independent Charge)
Ravindra Jaiswal has instruct-
ed the officers of Jal Nigam,
Nagar Nigam, Jalkal, PWD
and others to ensure  repairing
of all the roads approaching the
nine Durga temples within a
couple of days so that the
devotees would not face any
inconveniences. Meanwhile,
there are doubts over the con-
duct of nine days of Durga Puja
at Townhall because at the
same place, from October 19,
Nagar Nigam session is sched-
uled to be started. About half
a dozen places, the committees
celebrate nine days long Durga
Puja while the majority of puja
pandals do the same either
three or five days. However,
due to COVID-19 restrictions,
it is expected that no big extrav-
aganza would be seen during
Durga Puja this time in this
‘Mini Kolkata’.

�
����
���&����
�
������ '' 2 4 .

The Allahabad High Court
has directed the Director

General of Police (DGP) of the
state to file his affidavit men-
tioning the steps taken to
ensure cent per cent wearing of
masks by the people and also
maintenance of social distanc-
ing across the state in order to
check COVID-19. 

Hearing a PIL relating to
COVID-19, a division bench
comprising Justice Siddhartha
Varma and Justice Ajit Kumar
observed, ‘It was informed to
the court that not only in
Prayagraj but all over the
State of UP, people were not
taking seriously the wearing of

masks and they were not
maintaining social distanc-
ing.

It was informed that
buses, tempo and auto-rick-
shaws were loading people to
an extent which defies any
kind of social distancing. We
have seen that the police and
the administration have
worked together tirelessly but
yet they have not been able to
achieve the desired results.

It may be here mentioned
that the time has now come
when the Director General of
Police (DGP) of the State of
UP should take the call and
come up with a definite
modus operandi by which he
proposes to see that 100 per

cent people would wear masks
and they would also maintain
social distancing. This matter
has to be taken up at the high-
est possible priority.’

Taking a serious note of
the fact that people have again
re-encroached those places
after the leaving of the team of
Nagar Nigam and Prayagraj
Development Authority, the
court directed the Senior
Superintendent of Police
(SSP), Prayagraj to see that all
re-encroachments are
removed. 

Besides, on an informa-
tion given that the work of
fogging and sanitisation by the
Nagar Nigam was not being
done properly, the court has

directed that the work of fog-
ging and sanitisation be done
properly not only in
Allahabad but it should be
done all over the state. 

While directing to place
this case on October 21, 2020
for the next hearing, the court
directed that a copy of this
order shall be made available
to the Chief Secretary of the
state, the Director General of
Police (DGP), Uttar Pradesh
and all the district magis-
trates, senior superintendents
of police/ superintendents of
police and the chief medical
officers of all the districts
of the state through
registrar general of this court
forthwith. 
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Global Handwash Day was
observed at Sam

Higginbottom University of
Agriculture, Technology And
Sciences (SHUATS), Prayagraj. 

The Coordinator of
National Service Scheme
(NSS) Dr Rohit Lal said that
this day is celebrated to spread
awareness about hand hygiene
as hands are the most com-
mon medium of transferring
viruses to mouth and getting
infected. With the world fac-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic,
washing hands and maintain-
ing hand hygiene has become
all the more important and
need of the hour. He said that
under the guidance of Pro V-
C (Admin.) Prof SB Lal and
Registrar Prof Robin L Prasad

various activities including
online poster competition,
hand washing campaign, and
awareness programme were
conducted on world hand
wash day. Programme Officer
Satyam Kesari contributed in
organising the competition
and awareness programme
successfully. Satyam Kesari
said that NSS volunteers pro-
moted online awareness and
proper hand washing steps as
well as offline in home and
nearly, maintaining safe dis-
tance.

NAVRATRA BEGINS
TODAY: The Shardiya
Navratra, symbol of sacrifice,
penance and dedication will
be beginning on Saturday.
The Devi temple will be
decked up after nearly seven
months of silence. Devotees
come from far and wide to

visit Siddhapeeth Maa Lalitha
Devi,  Siddhapeeth Maa
Alopshankari  and
Siddhapeeth Maa
Kalyaneidevi Temple. In order
to get the desired fruit, devo-
tees will offer prayer with
offering coconut, chunri.

Special vigilance will be
taken in the Devi temples in
view of corona infection. The
devotees will be stood within
two yards. Only the devotee
wearing a mask will be able to
enter the temple. There is a
directive not to gather too
much crowd in the temples in
view of corona infection.

This is the reason that the
temple administration is
working as per the guide-
lines. Separate lines will be
made for female and male
devotees. Their entry and exit
will be different. Volunteers

will be put in place along with
police personnel for two yards
and following the wearing of
masks. They will constantly
warn people.

Maa Alopshankari temple
was sanitised in view of
Navratra. Srimanta Jamuna
Puri said that the temple
premises have been sanitised
and the place of philosophy
and ritual has been arranged.
The devotees have been
instructed to put on masks
and bring sanitisers.  The
shopkeepers selling garland,
flowers, coconut, prasad and
toys near the temple of Maa
Alopshankari and Maa Lalitha
Devi have been instructed to
sanitise and sell everything.
The temple management has
instructed the shopkeepers to
sit with masks so that the
devotees also follow it.
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In response to the appoint-
ment letters given by Chief

Minister Yogi Adityanath to
31,277 of the state through dig-
ital platform, the Minister of
State (Independent Charge)
Upendra Tiwari provided let-
ters to 230 newly-appointed
teachers of Varanasi and 1,600
of Jaunpur districts and at a
function held here which was
directly linked with CM’s pro-
gramme, he gave the letters to
five, bringing rare happiness on
their faces here on Friday.
Later, at another function he
gave letters to other newly-
appointed teachers.

Newly-appointed assistant
teacher Risha Kumari praised
Yogi Government for its efforts
and adopting of transparent
system in recruitment.
Interacting with Risha after
digitally launching the distrib-
ution programme of appoint-
ment letters to selected teach-
ers by Uttar Pradesh Basic
Education Council, CM
emphasised that the appoint-
ment letters are being given

before the beginning of
Navratra. Upendra Tiwari pre-
sented letters to five including
Sonal Chaturvedi, Risha
Kumari, Manoj Kumar,
Priyanka Singh and Shashank
Singh and wished them for a
bright future.

Speaking on the occasion,
Tiwari said that UP is being
headed towards becoming
‘Uttam Pradesh’ under Yogi
Adityanath Government by
seeing continuous improve-

ment in every field. ‘There has
been widespread improvement
in the field of education as well.
In basic education, 1.34 crore
children were educated in
1,59,000 primary schools but at
present the number of children
has increased to 1.80 crore, he
said, adding that the CM has
always thought that the stan-
dard of education in the prima-
ry schools should be above the
convent schools and UP is the
first such government in the

country, which provided free
uniforms, shoes, stockings,
sweaters etc. to the children
studying in primary schools
and as a result of this policy, the
number of new children in pri-
mary schools has increased by
more than five million. 

The function was also
attended by MLAs Dr
Awadhesh Singh and Surendra
Narayan Singh and District
Magistrate (DM) Kaushal Raj
Sharma.
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Although coronavirus infec-
tion has reduced in the dis-

trict, the number of patients is
also being found continuously.
Now 194 new infected patients
have been found while one died
in the last 24 hours on
Thursday. The SDM of
Karchana Tehsil are also among
those detected infected. Apart
from this, a dozen health work-
ers and bank workers have
also been found corona posi-
tive. The number of corona
patients has now reached
21,978 and the death toll from
corona has reached 290.

Gynecologists and staff
nurses of Swaroop Rani Nehru
Hospital are also among those
who got corona infected.
Apart from this, Staff Nurse of
United Hospital,  Health
Worker of Karchana
Community Health Centre,
Cash Officer of State Bank,
Jasra, DEO of TB Sapru
Hospital, Asha Worker of
Dhanupur, CRPF constable
of Phaphamau, Manager of
Naini UPSIDC, Chief
Engineer of Subedarganj
Railway Station The report is
positive.

CMO Dr GS Bajpai said
that the pharmacist, assistant
loco pilot posted at Dr Gaurav
Agarwal's clinic, Professor of
Saidabad PG College,
Recovery Officer of Bank of
Baroda, SI of RAF, Secretary
of Co-operative Bank and
doctors of Manohar Das Eye
Institute have also been found
infected.  Most of these
patients have been given the
facility of home isolation, the
remaining patients are being

kept in Covid Hospital or in
Covid Care Centres. On
Thursday, 147 patients also
recovered, with 24 patients
discharged from Covid
Hospital and 123 patients
exiting home isolation.

Meanwhile, an online
seminar on World Hand
Washing Day  was organised
at Hemwati Nandan
Bahuguna Government Post
Graduate College, under the
auspices of Ek Bharat Shrestha
Bharat and National Service

Scheme, organised on
Thursday. Chief speaker
Senior Medical  Off icer
Government Hospital
Ghazipur,  Fatehpur Dr.
Kaustubh Mani Mishra gave
special emphasis on behav-
ioural change in prevention of
corona, hand washing correct-
ly, use of masks and gloves,
physical distance and bal-
anced diet was important. 

College Principal Prof
Sunanda Chaturvedi said that
washing hands and feet before

coming from outside and
before meals has been our
ancient tradition, which we
ignored with changing times.
Now in the present time we
have required our behaviour
change. Therefore, we have to
make everyone aware of the
formation of healthy habits,
only then we will be able to
win the battle with corona.
The programme was conduct-
ed by Dr Neetu Singh, the
nodal off icer of Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat.
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As many as 82 new COVID-
19 patients have been

detected in the district here on
Friday, increasing the total
number of cases to 15,597.
The day also saw one more
death, increasing the toll to 251.
During the day, the follow-up
negative reports included 197
patients. Out of them, 193
have been recovered from
home isolation, increasing the
number to 11,558 and four
have been discharged from the

hospitals, increasing the total
number to 2,773. The total
number of patients who have
been recovered so far is 14,331,
leaving 1,015 active patients.
The recovery rate has slightly
improved to 91.88 per cent and
mortality rate to 1.60 per cent.

Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) Dr VB Singh has
informed that in the first report
of the day, 38 positive patients
were found out of 3,382 reports
received. Till then, the total test
reports received were 2,71,490
and the results of 1619 are

awaited. Out of them, 2,55,937
were negative, while 15,553
positive. 

The total number of sam-
ples collected was 2,87,514.
Earlier, a male aged 62 from
Sikraul succumbed to COVID-
19 at Heritage Hospital. With
the addition of14 new red
zones, the total number of
hotspots has increased to 2,213
including 280 red zones. Two
green zones have been convert-
ed into red zones again. There
are 1,933 green zones with
two new ones.

Under ongoing mass/
group antigen tests, one person
out of 355 tests was detected
positive at Shree Shiv Prasad
Gupta (SSPG) Hospital,
Kabirchaura while all the 345
tests at adjacent Government
Women’s Hospital were found
negative. However, two out of
97 tested positive at CHC
Shivpur, one out of 104 at
Swami Vivekanand
Government Hospital,
Bhelupur, two out of 148 at LBS
Hospital, Ramnagar  and three
out of 456 at SSH BHU.
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To mark the World Food
Day, the Bank of Baroda

(BoB) on Friday organised
Mega Loan Distribution Camp
and Kisan Mela and distributed
loans among farmers.

The BoB organised farm-
ers’ fortnight from October 1 to
16 on the occasion of World
Food Day. The bank organised
a mega camp at its regional
office, here besides the same
camp at all branches in the dis-
trict on the closing day of fort-
night. The chief guest of mega
camp and Divisional
Commissioner Deepak
Agrawal, while addressing the
gathering said that the Varanasi
division has succeeded in
securing first place in execut-
ing work  under Prime
Minister Swanidhi scheme
adding, all the banks in gener-

al and the BoB in particular
played the appreciative role
for this achievement.  

Regional Manager Ranjit
Kumar Jha said that India’s soul
resides in villages and more
than 60 per cent population of

the country are engaged with
the agriculture profession and
added, the farmers’ work is
great because they manage
food for all of us by producing
foodgrain. He apprised the
farmers and beneficiaries about

the approval and distribution of
loan and assured the farmers
that all 74 branches falling in
this region of bank are com-
pletely committed to serve
them. The stalls were also
installed in the mega camp to
apprise the farmers about var-
ious schemes being run for
their welfare.    

General Manager and
Zonal Head, Lucknow Zone
Brajesh Kumar Singh joined
the mega camp virtually and
said that the BoB is coordina-
tor of Uttar Pradesh State Level
Bankers’ Committee and
added, the bank’s all
branches and staff are commit-
ted to benefit the beneficiaries
of various government
schemes.

The AGM Narendra Pal
and Sub-Regional Head
Swapn Kumar Dey were
among prominent present on
the occasion.
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Every year SHUATS cele-
brates World Food Day

with various events and com-
petitions, it is celebrated as a
reminder of the importance of
Food Security and encourages
the students to join in the
worldwide fight against hunger.
Unlike every year, this year’s
programme was organised
online.

The Department of Food
Processing,VIAET, SHUATS
hosted various competitions
such as essay writing, poster
presentation, etc and also
organised lectures on the
theme ‘Food Security and
Healthy diet’. The function
was inaugurated by Prof AKA
Lawrence,  Pro- Vice
Chancellor (Academic affairs),

who encouraged the students
to play their part by embrac-
ing the modern techniques for
Food Safety. Deputy Dean of
VIAET, SHUATS, Dr Deepak
Lal also explained the impor-
tance of Food Security.

The special guests in the
programme Dr. Alok Kumar
Srivastava, Chief Scientist and
Director, CSIR, Mysuru and
Dr. Rajkumar Arjun, Scientist,
ICAR, CASHEW Research
Institute, Karnataka elaborat-
ed in detail through lectures
about the various techniques
and modern technologies that
can ensure Food Security.

The programme was
planned and well executed
by members and staff advisors
of The Society of Food
Engineers & Technologists Dr
RN.Shukla, Er.Aditya Lal, Er.

Chitra Sonkar and Er. Hena
Imtiyaz.

Er.  Dorcus Masih, offici-
ating Head, concluded the
programme by thanking all
the authorties of the universi-
ty, special guests, judges, soci-
ety members, faculty mem-
bers and students.

A L U M N I
INTERACTION WEBINAR:
Indian Institute of
Information Technology,
Allahabad is organising its
f irst Alumni Interaction
Webinar t it led ‘Getting
Connected Again’  on
September 17 at 6:30 pm.

Prof P Nagabhushan,
Director,IIIT-A will address
the alumni as the chief guest
of the Alumni Interaction
Webinar. He will be address-
ing the audience to narrate

about his vision towards
building strong relationship
between Alumni and their
Alma mater i.e. IIIT-A.

Alumni will also get an
opportunity to tell about their
success journey after passing
out from IIIT-A and also tell
us how they would like to sup-
port/ contribute to their Alma
mater with an aim to make it
one of the top institutions of
the world.

Prof Anupam Agrawal,
Dean,TPA said that the insti-
tute had received a good
response from our alumni
from India as well as abroad.
The institute has invited its
faculty members, officers, staff
and current students to which
will enable our alumni in
building stronger association
with their alma mater.
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NTPC Unchahar, as a part of its communi-
ty development initiatives, distributed

sewing machines and certificates among young
girls from the neighbouring areas on
International Day of Rural Women on Thursday.
The NTPC believes rural women are the agents
of socio-eco-
nomic develop-
ment. A sus-
tainable future
requires an opti-
mal engagement
of rural women,
including young
girls, who can
lead the trans-
formation and
be agents of
change in all aspects of their daily lives.
Therefore, as a part of the skill development pro-
gramme the girls were provided formal train-
ing in sewing. Through training and distribu-
tion of sewing machines, NTPC aims to equip
girls with requisite skills and resources to
strengthen their livelihood opportunities. During

the programme Covid-19 protocol was followed.
The chief guest at the event was Chandrakala
Mishra, president, Priyadarshini Women’s Club,
who interacted with young girls on the occasion
and praised the works done by them after train-
ing. She further said that the purpose behind
conducting the sewing training course was to
ensure that the young girls could become self-

reliant and start
their own busi-
ness.  Additional
General Manager
(AGM), Human
Resources (HR),
V a n d a n a
Chaturvedi also
spoke on the
o c c a s i o n .
President of
Pr iy a d ars h i n i

Women’s Club, Chandrakala Mishra,  Sharvani
Banerjee, Vidya Jha and AGM (HR) Vandana
Chaturvedi provided sewing machines to the
girls on the successful completion of their four-
month-long training. Senior members of
Priyadarshini Mahila Club were also present
during the programme.
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Awoman and her 12-year-
old grandson were mur-

dered in Ramjanakinagar
under the Shahpur police sta-
tion. The cause of the murder
could not be ascertained so far
but the police was looking at it
by linking it to a property dis-
pute, last reports received here
said. The couple had a rift for
the past seven years. According
to a report received here, the
bodies of Chanda (62), wife of
Virendra Singh, a resident of
Ramjanakinagar, and her
grandson, Naitik (12), were
recovered from the house in
Naya Tola, Ramjanakinagar.
The news created a sensation in
the area. Both of them were
attacked with a sharp-edged
knife. On getting information
the police swung into action. A
forensic team and a dog squad
were pressed into service.
Reports said that there was a
rift between Virendra Singh
and his wife for the past seven
years. After Virendra Singh
had expelled his wife from the
house, she had started living in
a rented house in Pachpedwa.
Just a week ago the two reached
an agreement and Virendra
had given his wife Chanda
three rooms in the house.
Thereafter she started living
there. In one portion Virendra
Singh lived along with his son,

Vishal, and daughter-in-law
while his wife, Chanda, with
their grandson, Naitik. Their
daughter, Soni used to come
occasionally and stayed with
her mother. Initial investigation
revealed that Bhagwandas,
father of Virendra Singh, orig-
inally from Shahjahanpur dis-
trict, had come here in con-
nection with the job in the rail-
way. Later Virendra Singh also
got a job in the railway here.
They got their house con-
structed. Virendra Singh had
three sons and a daughter.
However, his two sons had died
and both of them were unmar-
ried. His daughter, Soni, was
married to a main belonging to
Mehdawal area of Sant Kabir
Nagar district. 

THREE  MISCREANTS
APPREHENDED: The STF
and Crime Branch arrested
three miscreants who looted
people after giving them lift in

the car and then administering
some intoxicating substance

to them. During interrogation
the three criminals confessed
their involvement in four inci-
dents in the district. The vic-
tims have identified them.
Reports said that the same
gang was involved in the inci-
den tin which a former minis-
ter’s gunner was looted about
a year ago. They  had deprived
him of his carbine.  Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP)
Jogendra Kumar and SP (City)
Dr Kaustubh on Thursday gave
information about the culprits
at a press conference organised
at the the Police Lines. The
arrested criminals were identi-
fied as Pankaj, a resident of
Ledaura village under the
Ahirwala police station of
Azamgarh district, Akhilesh, a
resident of Bilariaganj area in
Azamgarh, and Ram Avtar, a res-
ident of Biaralouva village in
Azamgarh. The police produced
all the accused in the court from
where they were sent to jail.
Meanwhile an earlier report said
that a police team constituted on
the directive of the SSP, under the
supervision of SP (City) Dr
Kaustubh and under th eleader-
ship  of CO Cantt Sumit Shuila
arrested a vehicle thief Arvind
Nishad recently. On clues pro-
vided by him a stolen motorcy-
cle was recovered. The accused
was arrested from Char Phatak
Chauraha under the Cantt
police station, police added.
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In view of the forthcoming
festivals the following special

trains will be run between
October 20 and December 2 by
the railway administration for
the convenience of the pas-
sengers. All coaches in these
trains will be of reserved cate-
gory and passengers travelling
in them will have to follow the
Covid-19 norms, Chief Public
Relations Officer (CPRO) PK
Singh said.

The 05115 Chhapra-Delhi
weekly puja special will from
October 24 to November 28
every Saturday  leave Chhapra
at 11.15 hrs, Ballia at 12:28
hours, Yusufpur at 13:15 hours,
Ghazipur City at 13:41 hours,
Aunrihar at 14.40 hours, Dobhi
at 15:15 hrs, Kerakat at 15.25
hours, Jaunpur at 16:40 hours,
Shahganj at 17:15 hours,
Akbarpur at 17:56 hours,
Faizabad at 19:00 hours,
Lucknow (NR) at 22.35 hrs, on
the second day Hardoi at 00:58
hrs, Shahjahapur at 02:55 hrs,
Aonla at 04:58 hrs, Chandausi
at 06.10 hrs, Moradabad at
08.03 hrs, Amroha at 08.35 hrs,
Hapur at 09.38 hrs,  Ghaziabad
at 10.29 hrs, Delhi Shahadra at
10.53 hrs and reach Delhi at
11.20 hrs. During the return
journey the 05116 Delhi-
Chhapra weekly puja special
from October 25 to November
29 will every Sunday leave
Delhi at 14.00 hrs, Delhi
Shahadra at 14.16 hrs,
Ghaziabad at 14.54 hrs, Hapur
at 15.30 hrs, Amroha at 16.30
hrs, Moradabad at 17.20 hrs,
Chandausi at 19.00 hrs, Aonla
at 19.55 hrs, Shahjahapur at
23:17 hrs, on second day
Hardoi at 00:15 hrs, Lucknow
(NR) at 02.05 hrs, Faizabad at
05.05 hrs, Akbarpur at 06:15
hrs, Shahganj at 07:15 hrs,
Jaunpur at 08.30 hrs, Kerakat at
08.59 hrs, Dobhi at 09.08 hours,
Aunrihar at 09.37 hours,
Ghazipur City at 10.33 hours,
Yusufpur at 10.50 hours and
Ballia at 11.58 hours and reach
Chhapra at 13:20 hours. A
total of 20 coaches, including
two coaches of GSLRD, eight of
general second class, seven of
sleeper class, one of AC second
and two of AC third. The 05101
Chhapra-Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Terminus (CSMT-

Mumbai) weekly puja special
train will from October 20 to
November 24 every Tuesday
leave Chhapra at 21:15 hours,
Siwan at 22.10 hours, Bhatni at
22.55 hours, Deoria Sadar at
23.20 hours, on second day
Gorakhpur  at 00.40 hrs, Basti
at 01.43 hrs, Gonda at 03.15
hrs, Badshahnagar at 05.30
hrs, Aishbagh at 06.25 hrs,
Kanpur Central at 08.00 hrs,
Orai at 09.57 hrs, Jhansi at
11.55 hrs, Bhopal at 16.35 hrs,
Itarsi at 18.15 hrs, Khandwa at
21.00 hrs, Bhusaval at 22.55 hrs,
on the third day Manmad at
01.10 hrs, Nashik Road at 02.10
hrs, Kalyan at 05.03 hrs and
reach CSMT at 06:15 hrs.
During the return journey the
05102 Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Terminus-Chhapra
(Mumbai) weekly puja special
train from October 20 to
November 27 every Friday will
leave CSMT (Mumbai) at 15.30
hours, Kalyan at 16:33 hours,
Nashik Road at 19:25 hours,
Manmad at 20:40 hours,
Bhusaval at 23.25 hours,  on
second day Khandwa at 02.35
hours, Itarsi at 05:10 hours,
Bhopal at 07:20 hrs, Jhansi at
11:45 hours, Orai at 13:07
hours, Kanpur Central at 17.20
hours, Aishbagh at 19.25 hours,
Badshahnagar at 19:45 hours,
Gonda at 21.50 hours, Basti at
23.05 hours, on the third day
Gorakhpur at 00.55 hours,
Deoria Sadar at 01.41 hours,
Bhatni at 02.15 hours and
Siwan at 03.05 hours and reach
Chhapra at 04.40 hours. A
total of 19 coaches, including
two coaches of generator-cum-
luggage van, and 17 coaches of
general second class, will be
attached in this train. 
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The railway administra-
tion for the convenience of pas-
sengers during the festivals
will run the 05056/05055
Ramnagar-Agra Fort-
Ramnagar triweekly puja spe-
cial train between October 20
and November 30. All coach-
es in this train will be of
reserved category and passen-
gers will have to follow the
Covid-19 norms, CPRO PK
Singh said. Reports said the

05056 Ramnagar-Agra Fort
triweekly puja special train
will from October 20 to
November 29 leave Ramnagar
every Tuesday, Friday and
Sunday at 17:50 hours,
Kashipur at 18:20 hours,
Bazpur at 18:50 hrs, Lalkuan at
19:36 hrs, Pantnagar at 19:48
hrs, Kichha at 20:00 hrs, Baheri
at 20:18 hrs, Izzatnagar at 21:10
hrs, Bareilly City at 21:35 hrs,
Bareilly at 21:55 hrs, Badaun at
22.55 hrs, Soron at 23:38 hrs,
the second day Kasganj at
00.30 hrs, Sikandra Rao at
00.57 hrs, Hathras City at 01:32
hrs, Mathura Cantt at 02.57 hrs,
Mathura Junction at 03.15 hrs,
Achhnera at 03.57 hrs, Idgah
Agra at 04.22 hrs and reach
Agra Fort at 05.00 hrs. During
the return journey 05055 Agra
Fort-Ramnagar triweekly puja
special will from October 21 to
November 30 every
Wednesday, Saturday and
Monday leave Agra Fort at
13:05 hrs, Idgah Agra at 13.19
hrs, Achhnera at 13.52 hrs,
Mathura Jn at 14.55 hrs,
Mathura Cantt at 15.07 hrs,
Hathras City at 15:43 hrs,
Sikandra Rao at 16.09 hrs,
Kasganj at 16.55 hrs, Ujhani  at
17.43, Badaun at 18:01 hrs,
Bareilly at 19:15 hrs, Bareilly City
at 19:33 hrs, Izzatnagar at 19.57
hours, Baheri at 20:35 hrs,
Kichha at 20:55 hrs, Pantnagar
at 21:10 hrs, Lalkuan at 21:40
hours, Bajpur at 22:23 hrs,
Kashipur at 23.05 hrs and will
reach Ramnagar at 00.15 hours.
A total of 16 coaches, including
two of SLRD, six each of gener-
al second class and sleeper class,
one each of AC third and AC
second, will be attached in the
train.
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The Railway Protection
Force (RPF), North Eastern
Railway (NER), makes constant
efforts to protect passengers
and provide them better trav-
el facilities. Reports said that in
the same sequence unclaimed
luggage was unloaded from
coach S-3 of train No. 01107 by
Railway Protection Force post
Manduadih recently. After con-
tacting the person concerned,
the luggage was later safely
handed over to the individual
mentioned by him.
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Kanpur Nagar reported 74
more coronavirus positive

cases on Friday evening.
Chief  Medical Officer Dr

Anil K Mishra said that 74
more people had tested positive
for coronavirus infection
between Thursday evening and
Friday evening taking the tally
of confirmed cases to 27,148
cases. He said one  COVID-19
death in the city was reported
till Friday evening keeping the
death toll to 709. 

The CMO said with 37
COVID-19 patients were dis-
charged from hospitals the
cured figure in the city was
7013 and at present 2417 active
cases were undergoing treat-
ment. Dr Mishra said 4089
samples were sent for testing in
the city.
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Kanpur Nagar District
Magistrate Alok Tiwari has

ordered the setting up of at least
one cow protection centre in all
the nyay panchayats. 

Addressing a meeting at
Sarsaul Gau Sanrakshan
Kendra on Friday, the district
magistrate asked the officials
concerned to identify barren
land for the gaushalas (cow
shelters) and set them up on a
war footing. 

He said each gaushalas
should have a huge manure
dumping pit so that organic fer-
tiliser could be made from it for

farming. 
He said to make the

gaushalas economically feasible
and self-dependent, the
manure should be used for
manufacturing various indige-
nous products.

He said the cow shelters
would also prepare earthen
lamps for Diwali, cow dung
cakes for fuel, flower pots of
cow dung that would be man-
ufactured through self-help-
groups.  

He directed the officials to
ensure that this directive were
implemented in the right
earnest. 

He also took a feedback on
the number of milch cattle

present in the cow protection
centres. 

He found that there were
106 cows and three milk giving
cows had been loaned to the
family of malnutritioned chil-
dren. 

He also inquired about the
availability of fodder and water.
He was informed that there was
a submersible pump which
catered to the need of cattle and
a veterinarian visited the cen-
tre for the treatment of the ill
cows. 

The block development
officer informed the district
magistrate that napier grass was
being grown as it grew faster
and yielded more.

The district magistrate
appealed to the people to
ensure that this Diwali they
used earthen lamps manufac-
tured at cow protection centres
as this would give a boost to the
cottage industry.

He said unless the people
preferred these indigenous
products, there was no other
way to promote cottage indus-
tries which were the means
of livelihood for the rural peo-
ple. 

He said if there was any
need for help for these centres,
they should contact the officials
at the earliest and advised
them to ensure cleanliness in
the centres.
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Kanpur Divisional
Commissioner Raj

Shekhar carried out a surprise
inspection of the office of the
PWD chief engineer on Friday
and found that out of the 14
staff members only six were
present in the office and in the
chief engineer’s office, five per-
sonnel were absent at 10:40 am.
He directed the officials to
stop the salaries of the absen-
tee staff and also to issue show-
cause notices to them.

The divisional commis-
sioner said he had been
informed about the late arrival
of officials and staff in the
office and thus strict action
was in the pipeline to stream-
line the arrival of officials and
staff on time. 

He said the officials were
required to reach the office on
time and look into public
grievances and also ensure
that they were resolved with-

in the stipulated time frame. 
He said it was a matter of

grave concern that the
office records were very
shabby and in poor conditions
in absence of proper upkeep
and maintenance and this
amounted to dereliction of
duty. 

Divisional Commissioner
issued strict orders that all the
record which were in a mess be
set right in the next 15 days fail-
ing which strict action would
be taken against the official
concerned.

He said office incharge
must be assigned the task to
strictly monitory punctuality
and presence in office daily
and this had to be done daily
and informed to the division-
al commissioner’s office with-
out fail. 

Both the chief engineer
and superintending
engineer were not available in
the office as they had gone to
Lucknow for meeting in

UPRRDA.
Meanwhile, the division-

al commissioner carried out
an early morning tour of the
city on Friday and found that
the cleanliness work was sub-
standard and carried out at a
poor pace although it could be
done faster provided the
Kanpur municipal commis-
sioner, additional municipal
commissioner and senior
KNN officials personally
toured the city early in the
morning  and ensured that
the safai  karmacharis
collected garbage and took it
to the dumping and process-
ing site. 

He made it mandatory
for safai nayaks to photo-
graph and make video clips of
the cleanliness work and for-
ward them to the KNN
authorities regularly.

He said it was a matter of
grave concern that the com-
plaints of dirt,  garbage,
choked sewers reached the call

centres and help desk but
kept lying pending. He direct-
ed the officials to ensure that
the complaints were disposed
of the same day.

He said burning of
garbage was a major reason
for the air pollution in the city.

He pointed out that the
government had banned
burning of garbage and direct-
ed the municipal commis-
sioner to lodge FIR against
those who burn garbage and
take legal and administrative
action.

He said there was a need
for creating awareness to
dump garbage in bins set up
on roadsides. He said the dry
and wet garbage had to be
kept in bins separately. 

He said every effort need
to be made to ensure that lit-
tering was stopped by all
means. He said roads which
had caved in be repaired
immediately and public toilets
be cleaned and sprayed .
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Mayor Pramila Pandey had
to face the wrath of mini-

dairy owners when she along
with Kanpur Nagar Nigam
officers and Bharatiya Janata
Party workers visited the
Railway grounds in Govind
Nagar to catch their cattle on
Friday afternoon. 

Seeing the cattle-catch-
ing squad headed by the
mayor and accompanied by
KNN  officers and BJP work-
ers, all the mini-dairy opera-
tors cornered and pelted
stones at them, injuring a
ruling party worker.

Mayor Pramila Pandey
said on a tip-off, she had pro-
ceeded to the Railway grounds
with City Health Officer Dr
Ajay Sankhwar, Zonal Health
Officer Arvind Yadav, corpo-
rators Girish Chandra,
Pramod Jaiswal, former cor-
porator Sandeep Jaiswal and
other party activists .  

After marching towards

the Haluwakheda, around 300
metres away from the Railway
grounds, she found several
buffaloes tied with the hook
there. As she directed the
officials to count the buf-
faloes, the mini-dairy opera-
tors indulged in stone-pelting
and abused the mayor and the
officials accompanying her.
In the stone-pelting, BJP
worker Sukhwant Singh was
i n j u r e d .

When the mayor’s gunner
started to make a video of the
incident, the mini-dairy oper-
ators disappeared from there. 

The mayor said eight buf-
faloes and nine cows had
been impounded by the KNN
t e a m .

Govind Nagar Station
House Officer Anurag Mishra
said on receipt of complaint,
FIR would be lodged against
the assailants.  

The mayor said after she
asked Govind Nagar Circle
Officer Vikas Pandey to send
a police force, the mini-dairy

operators attacked them.
Even after one hour, when
the CO failed to reach the
spot with police force, she
asked SP (South) Deepak
Bhuker to send a force.

The mayor said she would
file a complaint to DIG
about the failure of the CO to
send the police force.
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Chief Medical
Superintendent and acting
Principal of GSVM Medical
College, Dr Richa Giri, said
that the MBBS first year
examination would start from
November 1 after the nod of
the district administration. 

She said the Medical
Council of India, which had
raised an objection over the
holding of the examination,
had directed the medical col-
lege to ensure that it con-
ducted practical classes at
least for two months prior to

the examinations so that the
examinations could be con-
ducted smoothly from January
2021 . 

Dr Giri said necessary
arrangements were being
made for conducting the
examination for the first
year students. She said the
hostels and auditoriums
would open only after proper
sanitisation. 

She said the MCI had
raised objection that the
online theory classes were
fine but for practicals the stu-
dents would have to be called
to the medical college. 

She said affidavit of the
parents had been made
mandatory. 

She said that students of
physiology, biochemistry and
anatomy had not done any
practicals at all. 

She said practicals were
important and thus neces-
sary arrangements were being
made to ensure they were
conducted on time.

KANPUR (PNS): A survey
team set up to study the possi-
bilities of removal the railway
track from Anwarganj to
Mandhana has submitted its
report to the Railway Ministry. 

The team, led by the super-
intending engineer of National
Highways (PWD), has recom-
mended the diversion of
Anwarganj-Mandhana railway
track to overcome the problem
of massive jam as it was not
possible to construct railway
over bridges (ROBs) at differ-
ent places on this route in the
city. 

The railway track from
Anwarganj to Mandhana runs
parallel to the GT Road. There
are 18 level crossings between
Anwarganj and Mandhana.
Due to frequent movement of
trains and closing of the level
crossings, commuters are
caught in massive jam at Jarib
Chowki, Gumti No.5, Coca
Cola crossing, Rawatpur,
Geeta Nagar, Sharda
Nagar, Polytechnic crossing,
Pulse Research Institute, Bagia
crossing and Kalyanpur cross-
ing. 

People’s representatives and
other media organisations have
apprised the Railway Ministry
several times in the past about
the massive jam on GT road
due to 18 level crossings situ-
ated in the busiest localities of
the city. Bharatiya Janata Party
parliamentarian Satyadeo
Pachauri had also raised the
issue in Parliament. 

With a view to resolve the
citizens’ problem, the North
Central Railway authorities
had set up a committee led by
NH (PWD) Superintending
Engineer SA Usmani which has
now submitted its report. 

The committee, while rec-
ommending the removal of
railway track from Anwarganj
to Mandhana has suggested to
link the track for onward jour-
ney at Panki. 

Committee Chairman SA
Usmani said he had recom-
mended the diversion of the
Anwarganj-Mandhana track
to the Railway Ministry. 
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The court has set October 22
as the next date for hearing

the petition filed by the United
Forum of We Banker.

Counsel of the Union
Government, MK Singh, pro-
duced in the court the Union
Labour and Employment
Ministry’s letter which stated
that the matter was still pend-
ing in the office of the
Chief Labour Commissioner
(Central) and the next date
of joint discussion would be
fixed after consultation
with both the parties as the
IBA had informed  that they
were in the process of resolv-
ing the dispute through bilat-
eral talks.

It may be mentioned that
in a letter dated June 11, 2020,
the conciliation officer had
communicated to the Central
government that the talks for
conciliation between the
employees union and the
Bankers representative had
failed.

The court asked Additional
Solicitor General of India SP
Singh to remain present in the
court on the next date of hear-
ing with proper instructions.
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The character assassina-
tions and defamatory
campaigns, witnessed
on some television
channels by some

anchors and reporters against indi-
vidual film personalities and the
Mumbai movie industry, have
understandably been strongly con-
demned. While the public response
has mainly been focussed on the
campaign and its gross violation of
the principles of fair play, there is
a compelling need to examine the
character of television itself as a
medium and its impact on society.

As a medium, television com-
bines unfolding visuals with verbal
narratives, besides bringing distant
events to the homes of viewers, giv-
ing them a feeling of being in the
midst of an unfolding development
or its aftermath, with all its sights
and sounds. In contrast, radio,
which provides only audio
accounts, does not give the feeling
of being there and seeing it all. Not
surprisingly, television coverage
attracts more people than radio
reportage and provokes more
intense public reaction than radio.

The question arises: What are
the consequences of its impact?
One frequently heard in the 1960s
that television coverage brought
the horrors of the Vietnamese War
into American drawing rooms
and was a major factor in trigger-
ing massive protest demonstra-
tions and rioting, hastening the
United States’ withdrawal from
Vietnam. Why go so far? We are
now witness to the investigations
into the rape and murder of a 19-
year-old girl in Hathras, Uttar
Pradesh, in the aftermath of a
nationwide uproar sparked prin-
cipally by television reports.

Pieces in the print media —
daily newspapers and magazines—
have cost important people their
perches. Newspaper reports have
caused riots, violent demonstra-
tions and general strikes,
paralysing entire countries. This,
however, was when newspapers
and magazines constituted the
dominant media. Now television
has replaced them. This is the
result not only of the pronounced
edge that audio-visual reportage
has over audio or print coverage,
but of the fact that reports appear
on television the same evening —
or even earlier. An event has
occurred, and by the time it is in
newspapers the next morning,
people already know the broad

contours of what has happened.
There is, however, a funda-

mental difference in popular
response to television and print
medium coverage respectively.
It lies in not just the actions they
trigger but the mindsets they
create. This, in turn, follows
from a basic difference in the
character of the two. Visual
images constitute the USP of
television. An image is recog-
nised; the mental process
involved in cognition. A print-
ed word is first decoded from
the combination of the letters
that constitute it, and is then
linked by a mental process —
association — to an object or an
image. The ability to associate
is central to the process of
rational thinking and the latter
is the principal instrument in
the formulation of systems of
thought or critical examination
of the import of events.

Cognition primarily involves
visual identification. It is not an
act of intelligence though it can
lead to one when externally
stimulated. Much depends on
the nature of the stimulus. In
Amusing Ourselves to Death:
Public Discourse in the Age of
Show Business, Neil Postman
states that entertainment is
“the supra-ideology of all dis-
course on television. No matter
what is depicted and from what
point of view, the overarching
presumption is that it is there
for our amusement and plea-
sure.” This is hardly surprising.
A very large section of people
wants entertainment. Hence
programmes that entertain earn

higher Target Rating Points
(TRPs) than those that do not,
and advertisers, who sustain
media, also prefer these.

There are doubtless television
channels that consciously try to
tread a different path and come
up with programmes that
inform and promote socially
and politically relevant dis-
course. But even their pro-
grammes have an ambience of
entertainment as they are pre-
ceded, followed and punctuat-
ed by music and advertise-
ments featuring visuals of
attractive models and products
in the most arresting possible
settings. For example, the
advertisement of a car or a
motorbike often shows it in
shining colours, driven by a
beautiful model or her equally
attractive male companion,
through a picturesque land-
scape. People enjoy watching
these, sometimes more than the
programmes themselves.

This writer has no quarrel
with entertainment. Life would
be terribly boring without it. He
also believes that each person is
entitled to his/her brand of
entertainment within the lim-
its prescribed by law and a very
liberal definition of decency.
There is, however, a dark
dimension to what is happen-
ing now. Viewers, who remain
glued to television sets while
some anchors, reporters and
talking heads gloat over the tra-
vails of film personalities and
berate them hour after hour,
behave in the same manner as
the crowds in ancient Rome’s

Colosseum, who roared in
delight as a gladiator killed
another or a lion. By catering to
them, the mindset that televi-
sion engenders is that of want-
ing to be perennially and bru-
tally entertained. The result is
a progressive coarsening of
sensibilities and erosion of the
virtues of compassion, tolerance
and a sense of fair-play.

This is the most detrimental
effect of television as a medium
that needs to be countered.
The print media is a very differ-
ent cup of tea. It is the outcome
of the written culture. Alvin
Gouldner states in The Dialectic
of Ideology and Technology: The
Origins, Grammar and Future of
Ideology, that writing confers a
permanence to statements that
verbal articulation does not. He
argues that it also confers a cer-
tain finality. A mistake made
during a conversation may be
corrected then and there. A
printed word cannot be easily
recalled for correction once
widely circulated. One, there-
fore, carefully seeks to avoid
mistakes, embarrassing state-
ments and faulty arguments
while writing. This contributes
to the drafting of informed and
reasoned texts. 

Besides, while one can inter-
rupt and resume a conversation,
one cannot do so in a written
text where one has to proceed
from premise to conclusion,
rationally and convincingly, step
by step — a process that leads
to rational articulation and crit-
ical thought.  

Doubtless, written communi-

cation lacks the advantages that
a speaker has at a lecture.
He/she can convey a great deal
through gestures, facial expres-
sions and body movements; a
listener/ viewer can also glean
considerable information about
the speaker and what he/she is
saying and stands for. Equally,
excessive focus on the speaker
can distract attention from the
substance of the speech. There
is no such distraction when it
comes to looking at a printed
text. The reader can concentrate
solely on the latter, absorbing its
contents and reflecting on the
same. Reading conduces to
thought and thought spurs fur-
ther thought. This fact, as well
as the capacity for rational
argumentation from premise to
conclusion that the print medi-
um promotes, has led to the rise
of great systems of thought
which have come to be known
as ideologies.

That is another story. What is
important now is the fact that
the process of critical thinking
can — and often does — medi-
ate in a person’s internalisation
of the information generated by
the print medium. Given this
and some other of its attribut-
es, those associated with it have
a responsibility in countering
the socially and morally devas-
tating effect of the kind of
deplorable fare that some chan-
nels are churning out. The
process must begin by making
people aware.

(The writer is Consultant
Editor, The Pioneer, and an
author)
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Sir — Amid the nationwide out-
rage over the rape-murder case
of the 19-year-old Dalit woman
in Hathras, three minor sisters,
belonging to the same commu-
nity, were attacked with acid in
Gonda, Uttar Pradesh. The sis-
ters, aged 17, 12 and eight, were
sleeping on the second floor of
their house in Paraspur area,
when someone threw acid on
them in the wee hours of
October 13. While the victims’
parents rushed to their rooms
after hearing their cries to find
them writhing in pain, the attack-
er managed to escape. The police
suspect that someone from their
locality might have perpetrated
the crime. The eldest sister suf-
fered major injuries on her face
and chest while the other two
suffered minor burns on their
hands. So while the State
Government and its police are
ruthlessly trying to save the cul-
prits of the Hathras case, there
seems to be no end to caste and
gender-based atrocities. The
Centre and the judiciary need
to urgently intervene and
ensure that victims of the Dalit
community get justice. 

NR Salam 
Jammu

���������
������
Sir — The release of the former
Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister and Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) leader Mehbooba
Mufti, after her detention for
more than a year under the
Public Safety Act (PSA) ahead of
the Centre’s decision to abrogate
Article 370, was needlessly
delayed. But, as it seems now, it

has dawned on the ruling dispen-
sation that the presence of the
local leaders is crucial to nego-
tiate the future of the Union
Territory (UT). Even after a year
of restrictions on the citizens, the
Centre still lacks a clear roadmap.
Rather, the blanket hold on the
Press, the promulgation of
Section 144 and its unending
nature are a poor reflection on
governance. This has only caused

damage to the region’s economy
and worse, our national fabric.
Previous Governments at the
Centre and J&K were not naive,
they carried a delicate political
suitcase for decades. 

Now, the Centre has two
options — either run an inani-
mate State to all-round disillu-
sionment or gather its wits and
acumen to infuse the real mean-
ing of integration of the UT with

the pulse of the nation, with or
without Article 370 and any
other legalese. Winning over
the hearts of the locals is crucial
for a democratic bulwark against
further socio-political attrition
and an invitation to outsiders to
meddle in the region.

R Narayanan
Mumbai
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Sir — The overall air quality level
(AQI) of Delhi is deteriorating by
the day. On October 16, the
Supreme Court constituted a
one-member committee, head-
ed by Justice Madan B Lokur, to
carry out physical surveillance of
farm fires in Punjab, Haryana
and western Uttar Pradesh caus-
ing air pollution in Delhi and the
National Capital Region (NCR)
and submit a report after the
Dussehra vacation. The commit-
tee will also suggest additional
methods for preventing the
burning of stubble. This comes
as a ray of hope as Delhi contin-
ues to battle both air pollution
and the pandemic.

Devendra Khurana
Bhopal
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The term “hybrid regime” has
gained increasing currency in
Pakistan among analysts and

politicians. It is specifically used to
explain the existential nature of the
current PTI-led coalition
Government, which came to power
after the July 2018 polls. The elec-
tions were severely criticised by
various parties for being “rigged,”
whereas a December 9, 2018 report
by the Free and Fair Election
Network (FAFEN) found “various
irregularities” in the electoral
process. 

The Government’s critics insist
that institutions such as the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) — at
the behest of the so-called “military-
establishment” — tampered with the

voting and counting processes. They
claim that this was done to aid Imran
Khan’s Centre-Right PTI, so it could
gain just enough seats to form a
coalition Government, especially at
the expense of the country’s two
other mainstream parties, the cen-
trist PML-N and the liberal-Left,
PPP. Over the decades, the relation-
ship of these two outfits with the mil-
itary-establishment has continued to
deteriorate.

Observers and analysts, who
subscribe to this view, use the term
“hybrid regime” in a negative light
to explain the current Government
as an artificially bolstered civilian
vessel of the military establishment,
propped up so that the latter can sus-
tain its political influence within a
semblance of democracy and with-
out the controversial complexities of
direct intervention. 

However, interestingly, even
though the Government and its
supporters rubbish such claims,
there have also been those within
them who have used the term in a
positive manner, to mean that the
Government and military-estab-
lishment are on the same page. 

Nevertheless, “hybrid regime” as
a concept and reality has come
under increasing scrutiny and crit-
icism by political scientists. But this
criticism was missing when the
Hungarian sociologist Elemér
Hankiss first used the term. Hankiss
used it in the 1990s to describe the
communist regime of János Kádár in
Hungary. Kádár was appointed by
the then Soviet Union as Hungary’s
premier in 1956, after a popular
uprising in Budapest against the pre-
ceding Communist set-up was
crushed by Soviet forces. 

Hankiss treaded a fine line
between the democratic aspirations
of the protestors and Soviet-style
authoritarianism by introducing
civil, cultural and economic reforms
that were a departure from the pre-
vious “Stalinist” model of authoritar-
ianism. But he maintained the polit-
ical supremacy and monopoly of the
Hungarian Communist Party. 

However, Hankiss’ term was
quickly picked up by European and
American political scientists to mean
a transitional period in former com-
munist countries and non-commu-
nist dictatorships, which began to

adopt increasing democratic reforms
and mechanisms after the end of the
Cold War in 1991. Till the 1980s,
countries going through this process
were described as “transitional
democracies.” But this term was
replaced with “hybrid regimes” in
the post-Cold War period. 

In an essay for the January 2012
issue of the Journal of World Politics,
the American political scientist,
Yonatan Morse, writes that initially,
there was an element of optimism in
the term, because most political sci-
entists believed that hybrid regimes
would eventually evolve into becom-
ing full-fledged liberal democracies.
Their optimism can be understood
in the context of an unprecedented
occurrence at the end of the Cold
War, which saw numerous authori-
tarian systems across the world
erode and/or adopt democratic elec-
toral and constitutional tools and
reforms. 

In 2002, the American author
and political analyst Thomas
Carothers nudged political scientists
to study the term “hybrid regime”
without the optimism attached to it,
and without the assumption that

such regimes would transform into
becoming liberal democracies.
Second, hybrid regimes were not
homogenous. After Carothers’ essay
(published in the June 2002 issue of
the Journal of Democracy) a concep-
tual shift occurred in the study of
“hybrid regimes.”

According to Morse, the com-
mon practice and theme in most
“hybrid regimes” is “electoral author-
itarianism” and that’s how most of
them are now understood (as
opposed to earlier, when they were
seen as political systems transition-
ing to liberal democracy). In elec-
toral authoritarianism, elections do
not stand up to democratic standards
of being free and fair.

Such elections continue to,
directly or indirectly, keep an author-
itarian constant in power, but give it
democratic “legitimacy” and the
authority to alter the constitution to
sustain its monopoly over large
areas of power that it had earlier
accumulated as a non-electoral enti-
ty, before the system went hybrid.

This arrangement can be seen in
countries where once-dictatorial
cliques reinvented themselves as

“popularly elected” entities through
sham elections. They pay lip-service
to democratic rights and manipulate
the judiciary and an “elected”
Parliament to do their bidding.
Examples in this respect include for-
mer “strongmen” in certain African
countries and in former Soviet
republics in Central Asia, and
Vladimir Putin in Russia. 

Another manifestation of elec-
toral authoritarianism is when a
powerful State institution, such as the
military, gets one of its high-rank-
ing former members elected through
a questionable voting process and
continues to manipulate elections
and alter the Constitution to keep
him there (e.g. Egypt’s Abdel Fattah
el-Sisi). 

Or the institution may nourish
the rise of an easily-manoeuvred and
manageable “democrat,” and aid
him to come to power through a
tampered election (for instance
allegedly in Pakistan).

Yet another manifestation is
when a genuinely popular
figure/party is elected through a fair
election but, once it becomes an
established incumbent, it begins to

alter the Constitution and laws to aid
its continuation (Erdogan in
Turkey).

All these manifestations of
“hybrid regimes” claim to be demo-
cratic but resort to undemocratic
practices, including usurping civil
rights, using strong-arm tactics and
State machinery to browbeat the
Opposition. However, according to
Morse, electoral authoritarianism
and/or “hybrid regimes” can become
problematic for those who impose
and retain them.

Morse writes that electoral
authoritarianism can be a “double-
edged sword” because even the
process of sham elections has the
potential of creating new power cen-
tres and can also give the Opposition
access to certain constitutional tools
which can be turned against “hybrid
regimes” — especially if, because of
an assortment of economic, politi-
cal or existential threats and chal-
lenges, the polity pours out on the
streets to protest. One can thus con-
clude that a “hybrid regime”, such as
the one currently in Pakistan,
inevitably heads that way.  

(Courtesy: Dawn)

���
��	
������	���	�'��
	������
��	���'�
���
������	
������ �����!�"#$%�&�''"�($!�( �$)��!���&��� �(�!) �"�$!*�+,���)#���&&�",),�!�$((�""�)��(�!"),)-),�!$'�)��'"�)#$)�,)�($!�)- !�$+$,!")�"-(#�$�+��)

��.��-��������

������������������ ������� ��!"#�$%$%

)))*'���+,�&���$*�&#

After the Central and State governments, it is
the Urban Local Body (ULB) or panchayat
that is the closest to the people. The 74th

Constitutional Amendment Act of 1992 recognised
municipalities even though the Municipal
Corporation of Chennai had existed since 1688 and
that of Kolkata and Mumbai had been there since
1726. Local government is a subject in the State list
and though the 1992 Amendment provided con-
stitutional status to municipalities, the prerogative
of the respective State legislatures to determine the
powers, functions and responsibilities of munici-
pal bodies was maintained. So even though the legit-
imacy of the ULBs had been ensured, the amend-
ment by itself did not lead to any structural change
in the municipal system.

States have built upon this requirement of pro-
viding governance through local governments,
thereby taking it closer to the people, albeit differ-
ently. The 18 functions, which could be assigned
to ULBs as per Schedule 12 of the Constitution, have
been handled differently by different State govern-
ments. Some have transferred all these functions
but many have done it partially. And even when this
is done, the issue of funds, functions and functionar-
ies fully getting assigned to the ULBs continues to
remain live because there is a lot missing in this
regard.

The Central Government has made efforts —
through the linking of Central schemes for urban
areas with the reform agenda — to ensure trans-
fer of all these functions to the urban bodies and
to make them effective in line with the principle
of subsidiarity. Why cannot our ULBs be fully
responsible for key areas of activity affecting the lives
of each one of us, such as water supply, waste man-
agement, drainage, sewage, city transport and e-gov-
ernance? One reason cited as to why the urban bod-
ies are not able to do this is that since the
Constitutional Amendment did not lay down the
revenue base for the ULBs and the State Finance
Commission (SFC) mechanism has not worked
effectively to bring about change in this regard,
empowering them to improve own fund generation
and ensuring better devolution of finances from the
States are major requirements. As an example, it may
be mentioned that municipalities in Brazil enjoy
broad autonomy in regard to levying taxes and their
Constitution defines a system of unconditional
transfers between the federal, state and municipal
governments. 

It is worth considering whether like the Union
and State lists in the Constitution, we can have a
local bodies’ list as well. If local bodies are to play
a more active and accountable role in the case of
functions assigned to them, it is important that the
municipal cadre structure as it exists today under-
goes a substantial change. 

These are days of specialised work and each area
of municipal administration needs competent
professionals to oversee performance and to plan
appropriately for the future. A typical city corpo-
ration in a State like Karnataka today has five main
heads next to the Municipal Commissioner, name-
ly the chief accounts officer, chief engineer, revenue
officer, chief development officer and chief health
officer. Solid waste management is a complex sub-
ject today, needing proper leadership. Raising
resources, tying up for public-private partnerships,
environment management, urban mobility are all
areas which require competent professional lead-

ership at the local body level. Norms of
staffing pattern, too, require review. Our
urban bodies should be able to focus on
the best possible service delivery and have
to be accountable for the same.

The importance of a shift from
infrastructure creation to delivery of ser-
vice outcomes has to be recognised at the
local level. Are our local bodies in a posi-
tion today to talk confidently about say,
water supply, in terms of coverage, per
capita supply, extent of continuity of sup-
ply, quality, metering, extent of non-rev-
enue water, cost recovery, efficiency in
collection of water charges, efficiency in
the redressal of complaints and all such
basic matters? Can they present before the
residents the roadmap for making water
available 24x7 as per norms, to all the
households of the city/town representing
future requirements as well? 

The 13th Finance Commission had
said that State Governments must grad-
ually put in place standards for all essen-
tial services provided by local bodies and
the 14th Finance Commission repeated
the point that ULBs will have to measure
and publish service level benchmarks for
basic services. 

Here, let me refer to one global exam-
ple of how accountable the public service
utility overseas feels to the consumer. The
head of a private water utility in London
accepted through a public statement in
2019 that it had not met the water leak-
age target for the year. And finding it
unacceptable, apologised wholehearted-
ly and assured that the penalty it will pay
for this, as determined by the water reg-
ulator, will be transferred to the customers
through their bills from the next year.
That is how a utility is subjected to the
norms of accountability of performance.

In order to take local governments
closer to the people, there are two mea-
sures, which if made effective and func-
tional, can make a big difference as far as
making local governments “vocal.” The
Constitution amendment provides for

ward committees to be constituted below
the level of the local body council. Each
State Legislature has to make provisions
for this and see to it that they become
functional. 

The Centre had circulated to the
States a model Nagar Raj Bill, which had
listed their functions, their rights and
duties as well. Such ward committees can
play a proactive role in preparing ward
budgets, supervision and coordination of
various development works, ensuring
universal access to the key public services
and overall, this mechanism can be con-
verted into one where people of the area
can proactively contribute to the devel-
opment agenda. It is for the States to leg-
islate for their constitution and make
them effective. Most of the States have not
taken this agenda forward. Recently, the
performance audit of Karnataka local
bodies by the Comptroller and Auditor
General has pointed out that ward com-
mittees have not been constituted in any
of the city corporations except in
Bengaluru.

Yet another step which can take local
governments closer to the people is
constitution of area sabhas at the level of
each polling station or a group of polling
stations, as decided by each State
Government through a legislation. 

The community participation law,
which each State Government was
expected to legislate as part of the reform
agenda under the national urban mission,
was to make such a provision. But except
for a very limited number of States like
Andhra Pradesh, the agenda has not been
taken forward. In making local “vocal”,
both ward committees and area sabhas
can play a key role in generating and
maintaining basic data/information about
the residents, constantly monitoring ser-
vice delivery, reporting deficiencies, pro-
viding a network which can promptly and
efficiently highlight issues and require-
ments, encouraging citizen participation
and promoting local leadership — the

very essence of local governance.
Visualise a situation where, like in the

context of the current pandemic, the area
sabhas could have provided inputs to the
local body administration about people
needing help, who are single, disabled, liv-
ing alone, needing constant medical
attention, migrants and workers who are
stranded and need support, linkages
required with supply of certain essential
items locally not available, deficiencies in
service delivery and so on. This in turn
could have positively influenced more
informed decision-making at the local
body level. 

One such proactive example which
was noticed recently was the Gurugram
city administration utilising the otherwise
idle city buses to go to different parts of
the city to provide provisions and such
essential items as per a pre-publicised
rotation arrangement.

Local governments can be made
“vocal” as far as areas of local adminis-
tration are concerned. This will give peo-
ple the feeling of being participative in the
process of governance. States have to take
the initiative to legislate for these insti-
tutions at the local level. It is time that the
State Governments recognise the effec-
tive role local bodies can play in areas ear-
marked for them. Some changes have to
come about as regards to resource posi-
tion, professionalisation of cadres and
encouraging the growth of both local
accountability and improved perfor-
mance at that level. 

The Swachh Bharat Mission has
proved how useful a contribution local
leadership can make when it gets active-
ly involved. With formal mechanisms
coming into existence, it should be pos-
sible to better implement goals of schemes
like the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and
Urban Transformation in terms of the pri-
mary purpose of covering all households
with water supply and sewerage.

(The writer is a former Secretary in
the Ministry of Urban Development)
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The CBI on Friday recovered
digital evidence, various

incriminating documents and
also bank accounts and fixed
deposits worth �190 crore
besides �25 lakh in cash and
gold worth �55 lakh during
searches in multiple cities against
firms that posed as representa-
tives of reputed firms like
Microsoft to dupe the victims by
offering technical support for
non-existent problems.

The CBI had conducted
the searches recently at various
locations including Jaipur, Delhi,
Noida, Gurugram, Faridabad
and Mainpuri (Uttar Pradesh) at
the premises of private compa-
nies and residential premises of
accused persons in an on-going
investigation of a case.

The agency had earlier reg-
istered a case on a complaint
against six private companies—
Softwill Infotech Pvt Ltd, New
Delhi, Innovana Thinklabs Ltd,
Jaipur, Benovellient
Technologies Pvt Ltd, Noida,

Systweak  Software Pvt Ltd,
Jaipur, Saburi TLC Worldwide
Services Pvt Ltd, Delhi and
Saburi Global Services Pvt Ltd.,
Gurugram and unknown others
alleged to be involved in tech-
nical support fraud scheme. 

“It was alleged that these
companies would contact the
victims via internet pop-up
messages that falsely appeared to
be security alerts from Microsoft
or another well-known compa-
ny. The pop-up messages fraud-
ulently claimed that the con-
sumer’s computer was infected
by a virus. It would then run a
scan on the consumer’s com-
puter, falsely confirming the
presence of a virus and malware.
A toll free number would be
given, where the victim will con-
tact, and call would land up in
their call centres. These com-

panies would then take remote
access of the victim’s computer
and would convince the victim
of the presence of non-existing
problems and then would make
them pay hundreds of Dollars
for unnecessary services and

softwares. Many of these irrele-
vant softwares were also devel-
oped by the companies under
investigation,” the CBI said in a
statement.

The CBI is collaborating
with its counterparts in other

countries to identify the net-
work, dismantle their infra-
structure and bring the perpe-
trators of crime to justice. 

The US Department of
Justice and CBI collaborated in
this regard.
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The Enforcement
Directorate on Friday

issued seizure order under
Foreign Exchange
Management Act seizing prop-
erties held by DMK MP
Gautham Sigamani to the tune
of �8.60 crore.

The seized properties are
equivalent to the value of the
illegally acquired foreign
security and non-repatria-
tion of foreign exchange

earned abroad till date in
contravention of Section 4 of
FEMA, the ED said in a
statement.

The ED probe revealed
that in March 2008 Sigamani,
being a Person Resident in
India, made overseas invest-
ment of  USD 1,00,000
(�41,57,225) in acquiring
2,45,000 shares of  PT Excel
Megindo, Jakarta and USD
55,000 (�22,86,924) in
Universal Business Ventures,
UAE without RBI approval

and thereby contravened the
provisions of Section 4 of
FEMA for the said acquisi-
tion of foreign security, it
said.

Further,  Sigamaniv failed
to repatriate profits amount-
ing to �7,05,57,237 earned by
him from Universal Business
Ventures, UAE for the period
from Financial Year 2008-09
to 2012-13 and continued to
hold the same abroad till
date in contravention of
FEMA, according to the ED.
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At least 40 per cent of the
world’s population i.e. 3

billion people, do not have
access to handwashing facil-
ities even though handwash-
ing with soap is an integral
part of protecting oneself
from the deadly coronavirus.

The new Unicef estimates
also painted a grim picture
regarding the handwashing
facilities in schools across the

world. Consider this:  Forty-
three per cent of schools
globally also did not have
handwashing facilities, this
means  that  mi l l ions  of
school-age children do not
have access to water and
soap.

Handwashing is the sim-
plest and easiest way to pre-
vent Covid-19.

Kel ly  Ann Naylor,
Associate Director of Water,
Sanitation and Hygiene at

UNICEF said in a statement
that handwashing is one of
the simplest ways in which
one can protect themselves
and their loved ones from
this epidemic.

Naylor also added that
the Covid-19 pandemic has
highlighted a very crucial
problem that handwashing
facilities still remain out of
reach for millions of chil-
dren, be it where they live or
learn.
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India and the US will discuss
the entire range of defence

ties and explore ways to further
enhance co-operation through
joint exercises during Army
Vice chief Lt General S K
Saini’s four-day visit to
America beginning Saturday.
His visit comes ahead of the
proposed 2+2dialogue
between defence and foreign
ministers of the two countries
in New Delhi on October 26-
27. It will be third 2+2 dialogue
between the two countries in
the last three years.  Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh and
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar will hold extensive
discussions with their US
counterparts Mark Esper and
Mike Pompeo.  The meeting
will take place in the backdrop
of ongoing tension at the Line
of Actual Control(LAC)in
Ladakh with China.

The first 2+2 dialogue was
held in Delhi in September
2018 after the mechanism was

approved by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and US
President Donald Trump. The
second edition of the dialogue
took place in Washington in
December last year. The new
framework of the ministerial
dialogue was initiated in order
to provide a forward-looking
vision for the strategic part-
nership between the two coun-
tries.  

In the parleys, both sides
are also expected to delve into
the situation in the Indo-
Pacific region as well as in
India's neighbourhood besides
key bilateral issues. On the
Vice Chief ’s schedule, the
Army said the aim of the visit
is to enhance military cooper-
ation between both the
Armies.  He will visit the US
Army Pacific Command, the
Army component of Indo-
Pacific Command (INDOPA-
COM) and exchange ideas
extensively with the military
leadership apart from wit-
nessing training and equip-
ment capabilities of US Army.
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In a judgment that raised
questions on the constitu-

tional decorum of sponsoring
religious festivals by secular
Governments, the Calcutta
High Court on Friday effec-
tively segregated secular and
religious works professed to be
performed by various com-
munity-based Durga Puja
committees often patronized by
the democratically elected
Governments.

In a hard-hitting order the
Division Bench of Justices
Sanjib Banerjee and Arijit
Banerjee directed the thou-
sands of Durga Pujas commit-
tees that recently received

Government grants of Rs
50,000 each to use such funds
only for “secular purposes”
like procuring logistics to pre-
vent proliferation of corona
virus and strengthening police-
public bonding.

The clubs were also direct-
ed to present detailed utiliza-
tion reports of the fund of Rs
50,000 to the Government for
audit.  The purchase of logis-
tics like masks, sanitisers, and
other relevant equipment
should be supported by bills of
purchase the Court said.

The Court apportioned 75
per cent of the allocated fund
towards the purchase of masks,
sanitisers and face shields,
while the remaining 25 percent

was asked to be spent for
strengthening public-police
bonding and inclusion of more
women in community policing.

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee had announced on
September 24 the Rs 50,000
grant for each of the 36,946
Durga Puja committees in the
state.

She said that her
Government had decided to
make a grant of Rs 50,000 each
to the Durga Puja committees
this year round as “we are in a
difficult time for the pandem-
ic situation and it has been very
difficult for the community
Puja committees too to orga-
nize Pujas.”

Earlier Sourab Dutta a

CITU leader had moved a
petition on October 9 chal-
lenging the grant and other
doles such as discounts on
application fees for permis-
sions from fire brigade and
power distribution companies
saying such a grant was against
the concept of secularism and
hurt the fundamental 
rights provided in the
Constitution.

Even as the state Advocate
General Kishore Dutta said
that the funds allocated by the
Government were to be used
for “secular purposes” like pur-
chasing safety equipment and
for public-police bonding the
Court tended to ensure that the
funds were indeed spent for the

purposes as claimed by the
Government.

The matter would be taken
up for hearing before the Court
after the Durga Pujas.

Meanwhile, though the
Trinamool Congress refused to
react to the Friday’s order,
senior leader and MP Saugato
Roy said that it would hurt the
common people. “I do not
want to make any comment on
the order as such but I feel that
the common people will be
hurt by it.” He also would not
say whether the Government
would prefer an appeal in the
Supreme Court. “It is for the
State Government to decide
whether it would appeal before
the Supreme Court or not.”
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In a dramatic sequence of
events an Over Ground work-

er (OGW) was caught alive by
the joint team of security forces
while another Special Police
Officer, who had earlier
decamped with two AK rifles
from a security camp two days
ago, managed to flee after an ini-
tial exchange of fire with secu-
rity forces in the Chadoora
area of Budgam on Friday.

The entire sequence of
events was caught on camera
where a senior  army officer
supervising the operation on
ground zero was seen repeatedly
making an appeal to the OGW
to surrender his weapon and
walk towards the security per-
sonnel without fearing for his
life.

In one of the videos which
went viral on social media plat-
forms the army officer was
seen instructing his soldiers to
serve water to an OGW and stay
away from him so that he can
feel comfortable and not threat-
ened due to the presence of a
large number of soldiers sur-
rounding him.

In another video, the father
of an OGW who was identified
by the police as Jehangir Ahmad
Bhat, was seen touching the feet
of a senior officer and thanking
them for saving the precious life
of his son. Several other secu-
rity personnel were seen patting
the back of an OGW and con-
gratulating his father over safe
home coming of his son.

Sharing details of the inci-
dent, a Jammu and Kashmir
police spokesman said, “On a
specific input regarding the
presence of deserted SPO who
decamped with 02 AK 47 rifles

two days ago along with his
associate in Chadoora area of
Budgam, a joint cordon and
search operation was launched
by Police, 53RR and 181Bn
CRPF in the said area”.

“As the joint team reached
near the target location, the hid-
ing deserted SPO alongwith
his associate fired indiscrimi-
nately upon the joint search
party which was retaliated by
the joint team leading to a brief
gunfight. During the ensuing
gunfight, the SPO managed to
escape from the spot however,
his associate was captured alive.
The captured associate has been
identified as Jahangir Ahmad
Bhat, a OGW and a notorious
stone pelter”, the police
spokesman said.

One of the AK 47 rifles
decamped by the deserted SPO
was recovered from his posses-
sion. IGP Kashmir Vijay Kumar
appreciated the police and secu-
rity forces for showing maxi-
mum restraint by arresting the
terrorist associate during the live
encounter. He also appealed to
the family of SPO Altaf to help
police in bringing him back.

Inspector General of Police
Kashmir range Vijay Kumar
Friday also claimed to have
busted the terror module
responsible for recent strikes on
the security forces in and
around Srinagar city.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Srinagar IG Kashmir
told reporters, “the police teams
constituted to probe the terror
strikes  have arrested six terrorist
associates who had provided
shelter, transportation and also
conducted recee of the securi-
ty force deployments where the
terror strikes were launched”.    

The teams were also able to

seize 06 different vehicles used
to carry out these terror crime
attacks, he added.  

According to a police
spokesman, “a series of attacks
took place from 14th August
2020 till 5th October 2020 with-
in the jurisdiction of Police
Station Nowgam and 
Chadoora which include attack
on Police and SSB party at
Gulshan Nagar Nowgam in
which two personnel of JKP
attained martyrdom & another
was injured and 01 INSAS rifle
was also snatched by the ter-
rorists, attack on CRPF party of
117Bn at Kaisarmullah
Chadoora in which one CRPF
personnel attained martyrdom
and his weapon was also
snatched, attack on ROP party
of CRPF 110Bn near 
Taingan New Bypass in which
2 CRPF personnel attained
martyrdom and 4 others were
injured and attack on ROP
party of 110Bn CRPF on New
Bypass”.

In a separate incident, an
underground hideout of LeT
terrorists was busted by the joint
team of security forces in the
nursery area of the village
Kawani Awantipora near river
Jehlum bank,Awantipora.

According to a spokesman
of Jammu and Kashmir police,
“based on credible input regard-
ing presence of terrorists of
Lashkar- e- Taiba  near Village
Kawani in Awantipora  a joint
team of Police with 55 RR and
185 BN CRPF launched a search
operation. During searches one
large underground hideout of
Lashkar- e- Taiba outfit was
busted and destroyed.  The
security forces recovered one
pistol, pistol magazines, 3
grenades , 2019 AK rifle rounds.
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Politics in Kerala took a new
turn as Jose K Mani, leader

of the Kerala Congress(Mani)
faction called on CPI(M) State
General Secretary Kodiyeri
Balakrishnan at AKG Centre at
Thiruvananthapuram on
Friday.

This is the first ever visit by
a Kerala Congress (Mani) fac-
tion leader to the CPI(M) State
headquarters  in the last 39
years.  Balakrishnan who
addressed the media after the
visit of Jose K Mani said that the
decision of Kerala Congress
(Mani) to cast its lots with the
Left Democratic Front was
because of the anti-communal
and anti-imperialist policies
pursued by the CPI(M).

“The foundation of the
United Democratic Front led by
the Indian National Congress
has been shattered. This is
because of the failure of the
Congress to take a strong anti-
communal stance against the
RSS. All sections of people in the
State trust the development ini-

tiatives of the CPI(M). Ours is
the best State in India only
because of the development
agenda of the CPI(M),” said
Balakrishnan.

He said even Pope Francis
has accepted the fact that capi-
talism all over the world was
collapsing. The CPI(M) leader
addressed the Pope as “His
Holiness Pope” as part of his
party’s changed attitude towards
the Catholic  Church.

But Balakrishnan got
annoyed when reporters asked
him about the CPI(M)’s agita-
tions against Jose’s father late K
M Mani, founder of the Kerala
Congress who was the finance
Minister of Kerala during 2011
to 2016.  The Marxists did not
allow Mani to present the 2016
budget in the Assembly accus-
ing him of “massive corruption”
in the bar license scam. The
party leaders had alleged that
Mani had a number of curren-
cy counting machines at his res-
idence.

“You cannot expect me to
answer the questions raised by
Oommen Chandi, the former

chief minister. Why can’t you go
and ask him the same question,”
retorted a visibly annoyed
Balakrishnan.

Though the number of
Covid-19 patients in the State
has shot upto 95,008 by Friday
evening, the CPI(M) secretary
said Kerala has the best Covid
management system in place.

A Jayashankar, Kerala’s lead-
ing political commentator and
author, said the move by Kerala
Congress (Mani) to move over
to the LDF would result in the
disintegration and destruction
of the party. “In 1980, Mani
(founder of Kerala Congress)
joined the CPI(M) camp in
company of the Congress fac-
tion headed by A K Antony. The
Antony faction returned to the
parent party by October 1981
because of the CPI(M)’s arro-
gance and high-handedness.
Mani did not continue in the
CPI(M) camp for long because
he got a better deal from the
Congress high command,” said
Jayashankar who also said the
CPI(M)  was unlikely win the
next assembly election.
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The BJP on Friday alleged
that the accused in the

Kerala gold smuggling case
are “hand in glove” with the
people in power and  demand-
ed the resignation of Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan. “The moral authority
of the Chief Minister is lost.
The BJP has been demanding,
the people of Kerala have been
demanding that the chief min-
ister should resign owning
moral responsibility of the
whole incident,”  said Union
Minister and Kerala BJP leader
V Muraleedharan.

Muraleedharan said the
Left government in the state
had first asked the Centre to
order a probe into the matter
and has now moved court
against the CBI, claiming that

agency does not have the
authority to investigate.

“This shows that those
involved in smuggling gold
are hand-in-glove with those in
power,” he alleged, adding that
this case is distinct from other
cases of gold smuggling
because it is “directly” linked to
the chief minister's office.
Vijayan has been changing his
stand on the matter from the
day the case was registered and
accused were arrested,
Muraleedharan claimed.

The Union Minister noted
that the case relates to the
seizure of 30 kg of gold in
Thiruvananthapuram Airport
on July 5 after the precious
metal was found camouflaged
in diplomatic baggage.

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA), Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) and the

Enforcement Directorate (ED)
are probing various angles of the
case and several people, includ-
ing two former employees of the
UAE consulate in
Thiruvananthapuram have been
arrested by central agencies in
connection with the case.

The BJP leader claimed
that efforts have been made to
destroy evidence and men-
tioned a fire incident in a gov-
ernment department, alleged-
ly linked to the case. The prin-
cipal secretary to the chief
minister has been suspended as
well, he said.

The gold smuggling issue
has been snowballing in the
state for months and come to
the centre state of political
theatre in the Southern state as
pressure increasing on the
Chief Minister from his polit-
ical rivals. 

New Delhi: The Union Health
Ministry on Friday rushed high-level
Central teams to Kerala, Karnataka,
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh and West
Bengal which have been reporting a
surge in the number of new Covid
cases in the recent days to help them
manage the disease.

Each team comprises a joint sec-
retary who will be the nodal officer
for the concerned state, one public
health expert, and one clinician to
look after infection prevention prac-
tices, clinical management protocol
being followed by the state, the
Ministry said in a statement on
Friday.

Kerala has reported a 3,17,929
cases, amounting to 8,909 infected
per million. Recoveries are at
2,22,231, and active cases at 94,609.
The state has reported 1,089 deaths
so far and has a positivity rate of 16.6
per cent.

Similarly, Karnataka has 11,010
cases per million, with a recovery rate
of 83.35 per cent and positivity rate

of 11.5 per cent. It has so far report-
ed 7,43,848 cases and a death toll of
10,283. Rajasthan has registered
1,67,279 cases, with number of fatal-
ities at 1,708. Positivity rate is at 5.3
per cent while West Bengal has
3,09,417 cases amounting to 3,106
cases per million. Case fatality rate
is 1.90 per cent and the positivity rate
is 8.2 per cent.

These teams interact with the
the authorities and get a first hand
understanding of the challenges
and issues being faced by them so
as to strengthen their ongoing activ-
ities and remove bottlenecks, if
any. 

“The teams will support the
states' efforts towards strengthening
containment, surveillance, testing,
infection prevention and control
measures, and efficient clinical man-
agement of the positive cases. The
central teams shall also guide in effec-
tively managing the challenges relat-
ed to timely diagnosis and follow up,”
the ministry said. PNS
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Much to the delight of the environ-
mentalists, particularly bird-lovers,

the Asan Conservation Reserve in
Uttarakhand’s Dehradun, which is home to
various winged guests, has been recognised
as wetland sites of international importance
under the treaty of Ramsar Convention.

In January this year, 10 wetlands in
India were recognised by the Ramsar
Convention as sites of international impor-
tance.

With this new addition, the country's
wetlands tally now stands at 38, the high-
est in South Asia. The Asan Conservation
Reserve, home to rare species, is a fish
spawning ground and has a lot of biolog-
ical diversity and  is the first wetland from
Uttarakhand to be recognised by Ramsar.

The convention, signed in 1971 in the
Iranian city of Ramsar, is one of the old-
est inter-governmental accord for pre-
serving the ecological character of wetlands.
Also known as the Convention on
Wetlands, it aims to develop a global net-

work of wetlands for conservation of bio-
logical diversity and for sustaining human
life.

In February this year, the government
had proposed 10 more sites to be declared
as sites of international importance, includ-
ing the Asan Conservation Reserve.

Wetlands declared as Ramsar sites are
protected under strict guidelines. If the nine
other proposed wetlands are approved by
the Ramsar Secretariat, India will have 47
sites protected internationally.

In January this year, 10 wetlands in
India that bagged Ramsar tag are Nandur
Madhameshwar in Maharashtra,
Keshopur-Miani, Beas Conservation
Reserve and Nangal in Punjab, and
Nawabganj, Parvati Agra, Saman,
Samaspur, Sandi and SarsaiNawar in Uttar
Pradesh.

The other Ramsar sites are in
Rajasthan, Kerala, Odisha, Madhya
Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Assam, West
Bengal, Jammu and Kashmir, Andhra
Pradesh, Manipur, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu,
Tripura and Uttar Pradesh.
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In what came as a pleasant
surprise for women com-

muters, the Maharashtra
Government on Friday
announced that it would allow
all ladies to travel by suburban
trains for a specified number of
hours during a day in Mumbai
and Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR) from Saturday.

Unveiling a major lock-
down unlocking measure for
women commuters,
Maharashtra’s Disaster
Management, Relief &
Rehabilitation Secretary Kishor
Raje Nimbalkar wrote to the
General Managers of Western
Railway and Central 
Railway, saying that beginning
Saturday, all lady commuters be
permitted to travel by local

trains from 11 am to 3 pm and
from 7 pm till end of the last
services operated for the
day.

“It is requested that local
train services may be made
available to all ladies from 11
am to 3 pm and again from 7
pm onwards till the end of local
services for the day, with effect
from October 17 in Mumbai
and MMR,” Nimbalkar wrote
in his letter to the General
Managers of Western Railway
and Central Railway.

“During the said time peri-
od, entry may be allowed to all
ladies having valid tickets and
to all emergency staff as well.
QR codes will not be required
for ladies travelling during the
said time period,” Nimbalkar
said.     

The local train services to

all the personnel of all sectors
that have been notified as the
emergency services till date
shall continue as being pro-
vided currently i.e., for the
entire day. “You are requested
to also increase the frequency
of local trains as per the
increased demand,” Nimbalkar
stated in his letters to both the
Western and Central Railway
GMs.   

Though the state govern-
ment has asked the women
commuters to travel during the
non-peak hours of the morn-
ing, the state government’s
move  is bound to help thou-
sands of women commuters
who travel to downtown
Mumbai and other parts of
Mumbai where offices and
business establishments are
located.   
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Script Open High Low LTP
RELIANCE 2214.80 2232.00 2173.05 2175.50
INFY 1112.00 1135.85 1097.10 1127.60
MINDTREE 1436.70 1445.85 1264.25 1331.20
HCLTECH 865.00 877.00 821.00 827.10
IBULHSGFIN 152.90 153.70 149.25 151.00
HDFCBANK 1182.00 1203.00 1172.95 1199.00
TATAMOTORS 129.80 130.00 126.00 127.70
BAJFINANCE 3299.90 3299.90 3170.80 3230.15
TATASTEEL 375.60 395.75 375.45 393.85
INDUSINDBK 604.90 613.60 601.20 608.05
SBIN 194.80 196.65 191.70 195.80
HINDUNILVR 2165.00 2171.50 2143.80 2150.75
DRREDDY 5040.00 5123.75 5024.75 5082.35
JUSTDIAL 466.00 515.00 460.95 486.25
UPL 492.80 492.80 458.85 467.10
CIPLA 768.50 787.15 758.35 782.10
WIPRO 342.90 348.10 338.85 339.55
AXISBANK 463.20 475.40 462.55 472.25
HAL 749.50 757.50 740.05 744.90
ICICIBANK 394.20 401.30 390.55 395.95
BHARTIARTL 403.45 407.05 398.40 401.55
VOLTAS 688.10 703.90 683.00 700.65
MUTHOOTFIN 1150.00 1203.00 1144.00 1184.70
ITC 165.10 166.75 163.80 165.75
FEDERALBNK 52.00 53.45 51.45 52.25
BPCL 328.00 343.25 327.50 339.95
IDEA 8.01 8.29 7.94 8.03
JINDALSTEL 185.35 194.70 179.30 193.60
TCS 2751.00 2771.20 2733.45 2762.50
ASHOKLEY 73.25 75.65 73.25 75.05
JSWSTEEL 292.80 312.50 291.00 310.90
DIVISLAB 3148.00 3230.00 3121.00 3220.30
IOC 74.30 75.25 73.85 74.20
TECHM 814.50 828.15 799.05 822.80
LAURUSLABS 317.15 328.00 308.20 326.15
VEDL 96.50 97.95 94.55 95.00
GLENMARK 477.00 500.25 469.25 490.85
LUPIN 1001.00 1045.65 998.50 1039.95
LTI 3325.00 3365.00 3026.00 3073.70
PVR 1205.00 1210.10 1159.05 1183.50
ESCORTS 1197.00 1226.45 1156.00 1166.35
BANKBARODA 40.65 41.10 40.00 40.35
TATAELXSI 1483.95 1519.00 1439.00 1508.85
BAJAJFINSV 5924.10 5979.00 5868.00 5952.75
ZEEL 183.00 183.00 173.50 175.65
DLF 155.45 164.20 153.90 162.30
HDFC 1948.50 1982.90 1940.00 1960.05
SUNPHARMA 494.00 494.25 485.40 486.85
LT 890.25 903.00 889.50 894.20
M&M 615.10 623.70 602.15 606.45
MRF 58550.60 58840.25 57887.85 58100.80
RBLBANK 167.10 172.50 166.85 172.00
TATAPOWER 53.30 54.60 52.35 54.15
MARUTI 6901.00 6975.00 6864.10 6897.05
HEROMOTOCO 3319.00 3393.85 3315.00 3346.50
ULTRACEMCO 4381.05 4493.95 4380.50 4479.75
CYIENT 370.00 391.95 370.00 389.10
GAIL 82.80 84.20 82.50 84.05
BANDHANBNK 305.00 314.00 304.45 312.85
DIXON 8956.25 9296.30 8704.45 9263.25
ACC 1523.00 1565.00 1513.20 1561.40
CADILAHC 413.50 432.20 412.00 430.55
LICHSGFIN 282.00 286.30 279.95 285.25
APOLLOHOSP 2200.00 2218.05 2175.00 2210.55
KOTAKBANK 1308.00 1343.50 1307.95 1336.55
DMART 1978.00 1998.00 1969.80 1983.60
COALINDIA 111.50 112.65 109.60 111.55
MGL 818.00 835.00 797.45 821.05
PEL 1273.00 1294.35 1258.70 1291.10
ASIANPAINT 2090.50 2090.50 2057.00 2061.75
BIOCON 435.00 449.25 435.00 447.80
SBICARD 899.15 904.30 876.25 879.35
IDFCFIRSTB 30.20 30.80 29.90 30.65
SRTRANSFIN 636.10 648.85 626.00 646.70
AMBER 2300.00 2300.00 2094.05 2180.10
AUROPHARMA 794.80 815.00 785.50 806.00
HINDALCO 173.25 180.40 172.35 179.90
EICHERMOT 2232.00 2285.00 2232.00 2269.70
SRF 4434.00 4504.00 4389.95 4451.85
MPHASIS 1434.00 1434.00 1300.00 1342.85
BRITANNIA 3736.00 3776.40 3730.00 3747.55
TITAN 1234.00 1239.50 1216.25 1223.10
IDBI 35.00 39.65 35.00 38.85
ADANIGREEN 703.60 717.95 700.00 704.95
BANKINDIA 40.50 40.50 39.20 39.40
SIEMENS 1270.00 1270.00 1226.50 1265.30
IFBIND 666.20 746.00 666.20 703.10
TATACONSUM 479.70 486.55 475.10 476.90
NTPC 79.15 80.50 78.45 80.35
HDFCLIFE 562.80 566.20 559.55 561.45
MANAPPURAM 158.10 164.30 158.10 162.70
AMBUJACEM 243.90 248.95 240.20 248.10
ONGC 66.30 67.50 66.00 67.20
MOTHERSUMI 105.45 107.65 105.00 106.25
COFORGE 2555.95 2593.65 2468.40 2576.20
BALKRISIND 1367.80 1389.00 1345.00 1381.05
PHILIPCARB 133.00 138.00 130.05 135.65
TORNTPHARM 2730.00 2755.85 2683.20 2743.60
INFRATEL 182.15 184.00 178.20 182.55
DABUR 519.40 523.80 510.90 512.05
BHEL 27.20 27.45 26.75 27.20
NESTLEIND 15699.00 15807.50 15389.90 15434.20
GRANULES 380.05 390.40 362.00 388.80
ADANIENT 308.00 313.65 305.35 306.95
BHARATFORG 445.20 458.70 445.20 452.80
STAR 734.50 749.90 728.30 744.00
BLISSGVS 175.05 175.05 174.10 174.95
M&MFIN 125.50 127.15 124.20 125.55

PERSISTENT 1329.00 1329.00 1201.10 1298.70
INDIGO 1310.05 1340.00 1309.50 1331.85
HINDPETRO 164.50 169.90 163.40 169.30
COLPAL 1420.20 1445.00 1420.20 1439.50
SHREECEM 20849.80 21310.00 20641.35 21163.30
NAUKRI 3699.95 3699.95 3558.05 3601.15
KANSAINER 481.35 504.95 480.05 501.30
TATACOMM 851.30 879.20 844.15 877.60
NMDC 81.00 83.55 80.85 83.05
CANBK 87.95 88.80 87.00 87.85
L&TFH 61.35 61.50 60.55 61.15
CUMMINSIND 444.65 463.35 443.35 461.80
PETRONET 219.90 223.30 215.05 222.70
BAJAJ-AUTO 3050.00 3090.00 3032.90 3044.65
TATACHEM 317.00 320.80 315.00 319.55
ABFRL 133.60 138.00 132.65 137.50
DEEPAKNI 729.00 733.95 707.85 718.85
CHOLAFIN 238.00 240.00 233.10 236.95
IPCALAB 2071.05 2133.60 2063.00 2117.40
TRIDENT 7.99 8.40 7.68 7.77
QUESS 415.00 433.35 410.10 419.05
THYROCARE 1005.05 1040.00 990.20 1013.80
SAIL 32.90 34.15 32.80 33.95
GRASIM 750.10 776.10 750.10 772.30
PIIND 2029.05 2109.60 2029.05 2081.00
ADVENZYMES 331.00 338.10 318.00 328.90
IGL 378.55 383.70 371.50 376.85
BEL 88.00 91.25 87.95 91.00
GSPL 186.30 188.95 181.65 187.35
CEATLTD 989.80 996.30 980.00 993.60
BATAINDIA 1369.95 1379.50 1350.80 1372.65
INDIACEM 116.00 118.75 114.95 118.30
GODREJCP 683.35 688.35 675.25 677.25
CENTRALBK 10.99 10.99 10.13 10.21
APOLLOTYRE 124.10 128.50 124.10 128.15
BSOFT 196.30 198.25 172.70 190.90
AFFLE 2680.00 2724.90 2565.00 2670.25
ADANIPORTS 342.65 353.85 342.00 351.90
BOSCHLTD 11902.00 12045.00 11775.00 11971.55
TATAMTRDVR 55.60 56.20 54.60 55.80
ICICIPRULI 416.20 424.00 412.30 414.65
RECLTD 94.00 94.85 93.30 93.95
POWERGRID 156.95 161.15 155.40 158.95
NATIONALUM 29.60 30.85 29.60 30.65
PAGEIND 20369.90 20736.30 20192.80 20653.70
GODFRYPHLP 872.80 878.60 858.40 859.85
OFSS 3180.00 3305.00 3169.00 3277.15
PNB 27.80 27.95 27.35 27.40
BERGEPAINT 600.05 608.10 596.00 603.50
BAJAJCON 182.50 188.70 180.40 184.15
SUNTV 430.85 438.80 429.00 435.00
WELCORP 111.90 116.30 111.25 115.10
NCC 31.10 33.10 31.10 32.65
TV18BRDCST 29.35 29.35 28.25 28.60
CANFINHOME 440.05 473.90 440.05 469.40
INDHOTEL 94.50 97.65 93.95 96.95
NOCIL 138.00 144.20 136.25 142.45
JUBLFOOD 2296.00 2324.40 2268.70 2318.60
CAPPL 531.05 544.00 508.55 537.75
PARAGMILK 109.15 114.65 108.05 110.55
FSL 69.35 70.95 66.75 70.15
BEML 606.35 609.90 596.00 601.60
EQUITAS 51.15 51.70 49.30 49.95
SUNTECK 254.00 274.60 252.85 272.50
UBL 979.95 981.30 957.50 974.45
CONCOR 362.00 371.75 361.00 370.70
RAMCOCEM 763.00 784.75 759.00 779.60
WELSPUNIND 68.50 71.00 67.95 70.15
SWANENERGY 136.00 139.45 132.30 138.15
INFIBEAM 86.70 87.55 85.60 86.65
SBILIFE 800.00 810.50 797.10 799.45
GODREJPROP 851.95 871.40 837.50 865.65
EXIDEIND 156.15 160.10 156.15 159.75
LTTS 1740.95 1762.95 1708.00 1728.80
NATCOPHARM 872.00 895.00 871.55 890.20
SYNGENE 555.40 560.90 550.90 555.05
GNFC 193.70 198.45 190.00 196.65
STRTECH 147.10 152.50 146.25 150.40
MCX 1724.00 1748.00 1705.30 1742.45
IRCTC 1329.05 1340.65 1324.80 1328.55
INDIAMART 4990.00 5092.00 4945.60 5017.85
CENTURYTEX 320.00 327.00 315.00 321.55
JUBILANT 685.00 699.00 682.00 690.65
AMARAJABAT 724.05 726.00 710.90 723.10
TVSMOTOR 457.40 466.45 457.20 463.35

HAVELLS 686.00 701.00 681.80 697.70
CGCL 242.00 244.00 239.00 239.60
MARICO 361.00 364.20 358.90 362.60
HDFCAMC 2292.70 2297.25 2261.10 2284.05
PFC 85.00 85.70 84.30 85.00
AVANTI 504.00 512.75 500.05 501.40
ADANIGAS 182.05 185.95 181.30 184.30
CASTROLIND 105.10 107.20 104.95 107.05
PIDILITIND 1450.00 1493.20 1450.00 1481.45
JSWENERGY 62.45 64.30 61.35 63.70
MFSL 586.00 592.40 577.40 579.35
BLUESTARCO 629.00 644.80 626.60 637.85
EIDPARRY 264.30 266.70 260.00 262.25
VINATIORGA 1243.00 1267.80 1236.10 1246.10
BOMDYEING 63.55 66.80 62.30 66.10
PTC 47.50 48.05 47.10 47.20
GODREJAGRO 529.25 530.40 517.90 526.35
ENGINERSIN 62.95 62.95 60.50 61.85
SOUTHBANK 6.71 6.79 6.64 6.67
SUZLON 2.82 2.83 2.71 2.78
JKLAKSHMI 270.00 277.75 269.15 274.40
HINDZINC 211.45 215.60 209.50 211.90
RALLIS 271.20 274.95 268.25 272.40
WHIRLPOOL 2071.00 2107.90 2042.10 2055.15
HFCL 16.40 16.85 16.25 16.75
JKCEMENT 1719.00 1777.00 1709.70 1755.20
REDINGTON 121.65 129.95 121.20 128.40
WOCKPHARMA 298.00 302.70 293.25 296.20
FRETAIL 74.00 75.20 73.50 73.70
SOBHA 249.50 265.00 240.00 257.90
PRESTIGE 249.45 263.00 246.10 260.50
SONATSOFTW 339.00 360.00 339.00 357.05
MIDHANI 177.10 178.95 173.00 174.50
SPICEJET 47.00 48.40 47.00 47.90
NAVINFLUOR 2025.00 2079.00 2024.05 2047.80
CUB 140.65 144.20 140.10 143.65
LALPATHLAB 2059.90 2084.60 2014.00 2063.85
GMRINFRA 23.65 23.85 23.15 23.75
GRAPHITE 192.10 194.95 188.30 189.85
GSFC 61.40 65.80 61.40 64.20
NBCC 22.45 22.85 22.25 22.40
BLUEDART 3015.00 3149.80 3001.00 3068.70
GPPL 84.20 92.25 84.20 91.20
PFIZER 4960.00 4980.00 4908.80 4970.85
KEI 330.00 337.25 325.50 326.70
JAMNAAUTO 42.40 43.65 40.90 42.45
RADICO 416.90 428.00 414.85 422.85
INOXLEISUR 272.00 275.20 261.15 272.85
FCONSUMER 7.01 7.21 6.99 7.00
BALMLAWRIE 101.85 103.50 101.80 103.20
IDFC 29.35 29.35 28.20 29.10
HIMATSEIDE 120.00 121.90 115.20 116.40
KPITTECH 113.40 114.70 108.00 110.70
SUMICHEM 281.50 281.50 275.00 277.80
AJANTPHARM 1530.00 1559.70 1530.00 1539.65
POLYCAB 804.15 810.95 803.05 805.85
JSL 53.50 57.55 51.25 56.60
MEGH 77.00 77.15 74.40 75.65
TORNTPOWER 296.40 304.00 294.90 302.95
REPCOHOME 183.10 194.00 182.95 185.45
ECLERX 700.00 719.45 695.00 700.50
UNIONBANK 23.30 23.85 23.10 23.30
APLLTD 949.00 966.35 933.50 960.95
TATAMETALI 524.05 557.30 524.05 554.15
IEX 193.30 195.65 192.30 195.05
GMM 3530.00 3565.00 3515.00 3540.05
CROMPTON 280.85 282.20 277.60 280.95
RAIN 96.00 96.00 93.55 94.90
ISEC 455.90 456.70 439.05 441.35
ABCAPITAL 60.10 61.45 60.00 60.55
RAYMOND 272.20 276.75 271.25 274.70
SUDARSCHEM 472.00 477.45 466.30 471.50
KTKBANK 42.60 43.20 42.00 43.05
DISHTV 12.80 13.07 12.00 13.03
ASTRAZEN 4279.00 4321.05 4250.00 4269.55
RCF 43.20 45.10 42.85 44.65
JBCHEPHARM 1064.00 1064.00 1011.60 1045.55
3MINDIA 18831.00 19300.00 18520.00 18694.25
KAJARIACER 532.00 537.45 530.75 533.10
FDC 345.75 349.00 338.00 347.95
APLAPOLLO 2656.50 2750.00 2656.50 2745.00
BAYERCROP 5663.45 5680.00 5585.00 5620.30
BBTC 1237.80 1257.45 1218.30 1227.60
HATHWAY 33.80 33.80 31.15 31.40
GREAVESCOT 71.50 72.05 70.00 71.10
ADANIPOWER 36.40 36.40 35.90 36.00
FORTIS 127.30 128.50 125.40 126.90
VBL 678.00 690.50 665.40 681.65
SANOFI 8740.00 8740.00 8604.50 8674.05
AARTIIND 982.00 1000.80 967.25 998.50
GESHIP 228.20 235.85 224.25 235.15
HAWKINCOOK 5098.00 5164.95 5021.05 5044.15
COROMANDEL 719.00 719.00 701.70 704.45
OIL 85.95 88.05 85.75 86.45
DELTACORP 105.80 107.65 103.90 105.85
CHAMBLFERT 160.00 163.35 157.50 159.90
HEG 715.00 722.00 709.30 714.05
INDIANB 57.65 57.75 56.55 57.55
JKTYRE 56.15 58.15 56.15 57.60
LUXIND 1432.00 1435.00 1368.20 1387.15
NAM-INDIA 270.40 274.30 267.40 271.45
OMAXE 65.10 66.75 64.00 65.45
CARERATING 325.35 329.55 318.30 320.05
CREDITACC 679.00 686.00 658.00 667.10
ATUL 5905.00 6140.00 5905.00 5993.25
SUPREMEIND 1408.40 1417.10 1378.25 1411.30
ESSELPRO 250.00 256.00 250.00 253.90
ITI 122.30 124.70 122.00 123.05
VAIBHAVGBL 1820.05 1899.00 1802.25 1849.70

INTELLECT 240.00 244.00 234.00 236.00
LAXMIMACH 3887.00 3955.00 3868.65 3941.45
BAJAJHLDNG 2426.25 2426.25 2350.20 2357.60
NHPC 19.70 20.00 19.70 19.85
IBREALEST 48.45 48.75 47.00 47.85
BAJAJELEC 503.60 517.40 502.00 513.15
RVNL 18.30 18.70 18.30 18.55
RAJESHEXPO 455.00 455.00 440.80 447.35
ADANITRANS 294.90 294.90 286.00 290.55
DEEPAKFERT 133.00 141.95 133.00 139.20
FINCABLES 272.10 277.05 267.00 271.40
SCI 51.00 52.45 50.50 52.10
RITES 239.85 240.90 238.80 239.60
GUJGAS 292.00 299.00 291.00 291.75
JAICORPLTD 85.00 85.35 83.40 84.60
FORCEMOT 1015.00 1031.00 1008.00 1014.35
ICICIGI 1250.05 1252.15 1228.55 1239.30
CESC 574.50 582.30 568.80 577.10
KALPATPOWR* 235.60 236.35 232.25 234.85
POWERINDIA 919.25 941.60 902.50 938.05
THERMAX 729.55 740.85 717.65 738.05
ALKYLAMINE 3091.00 3130.00 3071.25 3090.95
AUBANK 723.00 735.90 721.70 730.00
CENTURYPLY 171.00 174.55 171.00 173.35
SPARC 168.00 169.75 165.80 167.10
CHENNPETRO 66.80 66.80 63.75 64.00
BALRAMCHIN 150.00 153.00 148.00 152.40
WABCOINDIA 5165.00 5165.00 5002.75 5024.50
DCAL 160.95 160.95 154.00 156.20
TRENT 659.00 674.95 656.60 662.55
OBEROIRLTY 387.00 390.60 382.00 389.15
DALBHARAT 785.10 793.80 770.00 788.65
GLAXO 1517.00 1568.95 1512.05 1517.50
TIMETECHNO 38.10 38.90 37.70 38.05
UJJIVAN 207.55 210.80 207.20 209.50
UFLEX 304.80 312.00 301.00 308.30
MAHINDCIE 128.50 134.50 128.50 134.00
PNBHOUSING 366.50 366.50 358.20 360.40
KEC 329.00 335.90 328.00 328.75
ASTERDM 132.35 134.40 130.10 133.55
ARVINDFASN 123.70 127.40 123.00 126.10
TATACOFFEE 100.00 101.45 99.45 100.30
VENKYS 1446.50 1460.05 1421.65 1444.75
ALKEM 2674.65 2674.65 2630.00 2649.65
HEIDELBERG 183.50 185.90 182.00 182.75
DCBBANK 76.55 77.50 75.90 76.85
BIRLACORPN 641.00 645.60 632.50 638.55
ZENSARTECH 185.95 186.35 177.60 182.50
HEXAWARE 467.60 467.60 466.80 467.15
IIFL 76.55 76.55 74.20 75.50
HSCL 50.30 50.55 49.40 49.95
EIHOTEL 77.00 77.00 75.05 76.70
BASF 1415.00 1427.15 1389.05 1416.30
GALAXYSURF 1749.05 1751.95 1713.00 1717.10
BDL 290.00 296.00 288.90 294.95
SHRIRAMCIT 835.60 846.30 817.70 826.40
VMART 1927.75 1944.75 1897.00 1938.35
VARROC 307.00 311.40 304.20 307.45
SPANDANA 550.00 567.50 520.00 545.05

METROPOLIS 1925.55 1925.55 1874.30 1883.70
UCOBANK 11.45 11.55 11.31 11.39
UJJIVANSFB 31.45 31.45 30.65 30.85
COCHINSHIP 318.55 325.00 318.55 322.85
HONAUT 30350.00 30588.90 29999.00 30041.85
JYOTHYLAB 139.00 143.10 139.00 141.20
JKPAPER* 88.75 89.15 88.50 88.75
PGHL 5118.75 5130.15 5080.00 5102.15
HUDCO 31.50 31.70 31.10 31.20
DBL 326.00 330.30 323.40 325.15
SUPRAJIT 186.40 186.40 181.10 185.45
SWSOLAR 203.55 209.20 202.95 206.80
TTKPRESTIG 5685.00 5732.65 5630.00 5697.15
MINDACORP 67.30 67.70 66.20 66.65
MAHABANK 11.00 11.19 10.90 11.13
PNCINFRA 165.20 166.60 163.25 164.60
GARFIBRES 2062.00 2062.00 1970.00 1988.55
NH 350.00 354.30 333.60 338.20
KPRMILL 660.00 660.00 635.45 637.50
AEGISLOG 208.25 214.25 208.25 212.35
JSLHISAR 97.00 97.75 92.85 96.05
INDOCO 253.00 254.85 250.65 251.85
DBCORP 80.00 80.00 75.00 75.25
MINDAIND 331.20 335.20 325.00 326.60
IRCON 73.90 74.60 73.30 74.15
MAHSEAMLES 216.10 219.25 211.65 218.70
ORIENTELEC 195.30 197.80 190.00 196.70
FLUOROCHEM 492.50 504.00 484.00 488.30
SKFINDIA 1445.00 1475.00 1442.80 1469.20
JCHAC 2194.05 2317.00 2194.05 2278.45
VIPIND 287.50 290.00 284.40 284.80

EMAMILTD 339.00 349.70 339.00 347.85
MOIL 133.20 134.65 129.00 132.30
ZYDUSWELL 1800.00 1821.80 1786.90 1817.80
ASHOKA 62.65 63.00 61.15 62.15
ABB 858.00 866.60 850.55 863.75
CSBBANK 227.75 232.75 227.00 230.65
NLCINDIA 49.50 50.35 49.45 49.95
ABBOTINDIA 16087.25 16159.80 15950.00 16023.10
PGHH 10062.45 10167.85 10038.00 10118.10
NIACL 102.30 104.00 100.65 101.65
SJVN 21.70 21.70 21.25 21.40
GEPIL 392.30 393.90 380.00 383.55
VGUARD 166.95 167.35 165.75 167.05
SHK 86.60 87.45 84.40 87.10
GICRE 121.95 121.95 118.80 119.00
HINDCOPPER 32.60 32.60 31.55 32.00
GRSE 203.90 203.90 196.50 197.30
JINDALSAW 60.95 61.40 60.00 60.80
LINDEINDIA 770.55 775.00 752.80 769.75
WABAG 186.90 188.85 186.30 187.10
VRLLOG 153.50 157.40 152.50 156.10
DHANUKA 736.00 743.70 725.80 734.90
KNRCON 249.80 249.80 241.10 246.00
VSTIND 3304.00 3372.00 3304.00 3370.05
CRISIL 1741.00 1789.00 1741.00 1787.65
ORIENTREF 190.70 190.70 186.15 187.30
LEMONTREE 27.35 27.85 26.35 27.40
RELAXO 660.00 670.00 654.40 662.10
MRPL 25.05 25.65 25.05 25.55
MAHLOG 336.30 340.00 326.00 332.35
EDELWEISS 55.85 57.75 55.85 57.05
CCL 246.25 247.70 245.15 245.55
DCMSHRIRAM 379.95 379.95 331.65 336.60
NAVNETEDUL 76.90 81.30 76.05 79.25
GDL 93.95 93.95 90.20 90.60
SUNDRMFAST 404.40 409.00 403.00 405.65
PRSMJOHNSN 65.00 68.00 65.00 67.00
J&KBANK 14.56 14.68 14.46 14.58
CARBORUNIV 237.25 241.40 237.25 239.05
GODREJIND 385.60 385.65 373.40 375.80
PCJEWELLER 13.30 13.50 13.13 13.27
KRBL 262.25 264.40 256.55 261.40
TNPL 104.05 104.40 102.25 103.20
ESABINDIA 1325.15 1329.80 1292.75 1297.20
GHCL 143.75 145.30 141.15 144.05
AKZOINDIA 2001.00 2023.55 1979.55 1996.95
MOTILALOFS 584.30 594.60 571.50 591.45
TIMKEN 1021.00 1043.80 1021.00 1037.00
TATAINVEST 860.00 860.00 843.60 846.65
ERIS 495.00 496.20 490.00 492.10
SYMPHONY 849.00 855.30 836.00 837.55
IRB 107.00 109.10 106.90 108.00
SFL 1300.00 1306.15 1280.60 1290.60
MMTC 16.35 16.75 16.15 16.30
GILLETTE 5272.95 5320.00 5260.00 5285.40
IFCI 5.99 5.99 5.66 5.71
TIINDIA 592.50 592.50 570.75 574.50
LAOPALA 215.15 215.85 207.20 208.65
JAGRAN 36.35 36.95 36.15 36.25
NILKAMAL 1300.00 1326.55 1293.30 1310.40
GUJALKALI 318.75 318.75 312.05 314.50
FINEORG 2540.00 2570.40 2532.10 2568.15
SOMANYCERA 198.95 199.40 191.00 195.70
ITDC 227.05 232.10 227.05 228.85
SIS 356.80 356.80 348.05 349.75
GMDCLTD 44.00 44.35 43.50 44.00
KSB 455.00 463.25 455.00 460.55
IOB 9.19 9.19 8.80 9.00
NESCO 531.50 533.55 522.00 527.30
TAKE 43.00 43.75 42.50 42.95
MHRIL 164.60 165.05 161.45 164.20
AAVAS 1399.00 1490.50 1399.00 1473.00
ASTRAL 1143.35 1160.00 1143.35 1144.95
MASFIN 815.00 847.85 807.65 816.90
WESTLIFE 372.00 382.55 372.00 379.50
AIAENG 1745.50 1756.00 1715.00 1728.30
SHOPERSTOP 171.70 176.40 171.00 173.10
FINOLEXIND 512.90 519.00 511.45 518.05
CHOLAHLDNG 390.40 390.40 375.00 377.45
JMFINANCIL 76.70 77.45 76.05 76.35
MAHLIFE 228.80 229.90 223.30 229.40
ALLCARGO 115.60 118.00 115.60 117.35
TASTYBIT 10450.00 10694.00 10450.00 10499.90
SHANKARA 329.00 336.00 327.75 328.90
ENDURANCE 1099.80 1099.80 1082.00 1083.25
TEAMLEASE 2295.60 2380.00 2266.60 2364.45
SOLARINDS 1020.05 1077.95 1020.00 1036.60
SCHAEFFLER 3526.05 3532.30 3490.00 3496.85
TVTODAY 198.55 199.00 195.90 198.95
IIFLWAM 922.70 948.90 904.20 938.85
JTEKTINDIA 74.25 76.50 73.80 76.05
STARCEMENT 83.45 83.50 82.30 83.15
MAHSCOOTER 2880.00 2885.85 2850.00 2883.15
HERITGFOOD 299.05 305.60 295.00 300.90
GET&D 85.95 88.25 85.90 87.75
NBVENTURES 53.10 54.45 51.90 53.15
SCHNEIDER 74.05 75.90 73.55 75.30
TCIEXP 789.05 795.00 770.00 787.75
PHOENIXLTD 566.75 573.00 560.45 563.70
ORIENTCEM 57.00 58.10 56.90 57.80
GULFOILLUB 626.45 640.00 624.35 637.20
BRIGADE 164.50 164.50 156.95 159.30
TVSSRICHAK 1380.00 1399.55 1371.35 1399.55
VTL 759.20 765.95 754.00 759.60
CERA 2519.30 2519.30 2504.20 2507.80
INDOSTAR 286.00 290.60 280.10 289.10
RATNAMANI 1275.00 1275.00 1249.20 1269.25
TCNSBRANDS 378.25 382.50 378.25 381.55
GRINDWELL 537.50 554.95 537.50 553.10
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 11727.40 11789.75 11667.85 11762.45 82.10
JSWSTEEL 291.50 312.45 290.75 311.35 19.80
TATASTEEL 377.10 395.90 375.20 393.80 19.90
BPCL 328.90 343.40 327.50 341.00 14.35
HINDALCO 174.10 180.55 172.35 180.00 6.35
DIVISLAB 3114.90 3232.90 3114.90 3224.40 113.00
HDFCBANK 1180.00 1203.50 1173.00 1203.35 34.10
ADANIPORTS 344.35 354.75 341.95 352.00 9.20
GRASIM 752.95 776.65 750.00 769.00 18.90
SHREECEM 20780.00 21324.55 20650.00 21147.00 504.75
ULTRACEMCO 4383.95 4496.00 4380.00 4484.65 101.35
GAIL 82.55 84.20 82.40 84.15 1.85
ONGC 66.65 67.55 66.00 67.50 1.45
POWERGRID 156.10 161.20 155.35 159.00 3.25
KOTAKBANK 1308.50 1343.30 1308.50 1336.45 26.90
INFY 1113.85 1135.95 1096.90 1129.50 21.25
AXISBANK 465.15 475.50 463.00 471.15 8.55
NTPC 79.00 80.50 78.45 80.40 1.40
COALINDIA 111.30 112.75 109.60 112.50 1.90
CIPLA 766.95 787.50 758.40 780.60 12.30
INDUSINDBK 604.80 613.90 601.40 607.50 9.50
SBIN 194.00 196.75 191.60 195.70 2.85
TECHM 813.20 828.30 798.80 822.50 10.10
HEROMOTOCO 3315.00 3394.90 3301.00 3352.00 37.70
ICICIBANK 394.00 401.30 390.50 395.35 4.35
BAJAJFINSV 5939.70 5980.00 5866.00 5959.00 59.95
EICHERMOT 2244.00 2285.00 2244.00 2269.00 20.40
DRREDDY 5036.00 5125.00 5020.00 5098.60 42.35
BAJAJ-AUTO 3030.00 3092.00 3029.00 3051.55 24.15
TITAN 1216.05 1240.05 1216.00 1223.00 9.40
BHARTIARTL 404.45 407.30 398.35 402.10 2.90
TATAMOTORS 129.40 130.05 126.00 127.80 0.85
LT 894.00 903.50 889.50 894.55 5.75
TCS 2750.10 2771.65 2731.30 2757.00 16.40
HDFC 1948.40 1983.70 1939.35 1958.60 11.40
BRITANNIA 3748.95 3779.00 3721.25 3749.90 18.90
ITC 165.50 166.80 163.80 165.85 0.80
BAJFINANCE 3236.35 3269.45 3170.10 3228.00 13.25
HDFCLIFE 562.95 566.25 559.50 563.40 1.90
MARUTI 6895.00 6980.00 6863.00 6905.00 12.40
HINDUNILVR 2171.90 2171.90 2144.05 2151.00 -1.55
IOC 74.60 75.20 73.85 74.30 -0.25
SBILIFE 802.00 811.00 796.65 801.80 -2.95
WIPRO 342.90 348.10 338.60 339.10 -2.50
SUNPHARMA 491.00 494.75 485.25 486.50 -3.80
NESTLEIND 15650.00 15820.40 15375.00 15462.00 -140.75
ASIANPAINT 2089.95 2090.00 2055.55 2064.00 -26.45
RELIANCE 2215.00 2232.50 2172.65 2178.00 -28.50
M&M 617.50 623.95 602.05 607.00 -10.30
HCLTECH 859.00 877.00 820.60 830.05 -29.95
UPL 490.00 490.00 458.25 467.75 -38.80

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 27007.45 27177.95 26856.15 27155.70 233.65
DLF 156.00 164.25 153.75 163.15 7.70
CONCOR 364.00 371.90 360.50 370.90 13.00
CADILAHC 413.60 432.20 411.30 429.90 14.00
HINDPETRO 164.45 169.85 163.40 169.55 5.50
BIOCON 435.00 449.50 434.05 447.85 14.40
LUPIN 1003.55 1045.90 998.00 1036.80 33.25
PEL 1260.00 1294.95 1258.00 1290.25 38.80
MUTHOOTFIN 1144.00 1204.70 1140.85 1186.95 34.85
BANDHANBNK 304.00 314.00 304.00 312.65 8.90
NMDC 81.30 83.60 80.90 82.95 2.20
ACC 1520.00 1566.00 1512.40 1562.50 40.10
HINDZINC 213.50 216.00 209.45 212.50 5.00
SIEMENS 1249.00 1268.75 1226.40 1265.80 27.65
INDIGO 1315.10 1340.00 1309.00 1333.60 28.15
OFSS 3180.00 3298.00 3163.00 3276.00 68.35
AUROPHARMA 793.00 815.50 785.50 807.00 15.25
AMBUJACEM 243.30 249.00 240.15 247.65 4.30
PETRONET 218.50 223.50 215.00 221.85 3.70
HAVELLS 689.00 701.00 681.70 695.00 10.85
COLPAL 1428.00 1447.15 1421.10 1442.00 20.50
BOSCHLTD 11955.00 12075.10 11760.05 11980.00 123.50
ADANITRANS 289.25 292.70 285.85 291.00 2.90
UBL 970.00 981.70 956.60 977.00 9.25
BERGEPAINT 600.00 608.40 595.45 602.90 5.45
IGL 377.00 383.80 371.65 377.80 3.25
TATACONSUM 478.75 486.70 475.05 478.00 3.90
MOTHERSUMI 106.45 107.70 104.90 106.35 0.85
INFRATEL 183.60 184.45 178.20 182.35 1.45
TORNTPHARM 2730.00 2775.00 2682.50 2740.00 18.80
MCDOWELL-N 508.20 512.90 500.80 509.90 3.40
HDFCAMC 2285.00 2299.90 2260.65 2289.00 13.35
PIDILITIND 1472.50 1493.40 1472.00 1484.85 8.40
DMART 1980.00 1999.00 1970.00 1988.00 10.30
PFC 84.35 85.75 84.25 84.80 0.10
BANKBARODA 40.70 41.10 39.90 40.40 0.05
ADANIGREEN 710.00 718.95 700.00 705.00 0.75
PGHH 10069.95 10159.00 10018.45 10080.65 6.55
ABBOTINDIA 15970.00 16180.80 15902.10 15965.05 7.60
NAUKRI 3617.00 3659.95 3556.75 3598.45 -9.35
MARICO 362.20 364.70 358.50 361.90 -0.95
ALKEM 2682.65 2682.65 2630.00 2651.90 -7.45
GODREJCP 685.00 688.15 675.00 680.00 -2.15
GICRE 120.00 121.20 118.50 119.00 -0.60
ICICIPRULI 418.00 424.00 412.25 415.60 -3.20
BAJAJHLDNG 2376.60 2397.70 2345.00 2357.00 -19.60
DABUR 520.80 524.35 510.80 513.00 -4.60
PNB 27.80 27.95 27.35 27.45 -0.25
ICICIGI 1240.20 1256.00 1228.05 1236.90 -13.75
SBICARD 897.90 904.40 876.00 879.90 -20.30
LTI 3325.00 3364.50 3025.10 3100.00 -196.45
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The finance ministry on
Friday kicked off the exer-

cise to prepare the annual
Budget for 2021-22 amid the
urgency to push economic
growth hit by the COVID-19
pandemic. 

The upcoming Budget
will be crucial for the country
as it will have to deal with
impact of pandemic which has
affected all segments of the
economy, including revenue
collection, disinvestment,
expenditure, exports and food
prices. 

The economy is projected
to contract by a massive 10.3
per cent this year, according to
an IMF forecast. Even the
Reserve Bank of India expects
the economy to shrink by 9.5
per cent in the current finan-
cial year.

As per the finance min-
istry schedule, the nearly one-
month long exercise to finalise
the Revised Estimate (RE) for

2020-21 and Budget Estimate
(BE) for 2021-22 began on
Friday. The meetings will con-
clude on November 12. 

Officials of the Department
of Financial Services, as well as
ministries of  MSMEs, housing,
steel and power were among
those who participated in the
first meeting, as per the sched-
ule. “This year, however, keep-
ing in view the COVID-19 sit-
uation and the need to main-
tain social distancing, the num-
ber of participants for the pre-
budget meetings may be
restricted to a maximum of 5
officers (for each meeting)
from a Ministry/Department,
not below the rank of
Director/DS,” the Budget
Division of the finance min-
istry had said in a notice. 

It will be the third Budget
of the Modi 2.0 government
and Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman. 

Budget 2021-22 is likely to
be presented on February 1. 

The Prime Minister

Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment scrapped the colonial-era
tradition of presenting the
Budget at the end of February.
The then finance minister
Arun Jaitley had for the first
time presented the annual
accounts on February 1, 2017. 

With the preponement of
the Budget, ministries are now
allocated their budgeted funds
from the start of the financial
year beginning April. 

This gives government
departments more leeway to
spend as well as allow compa-
nies time to adapt to business
and taxation plans. 

Previously, when the
Budget was presented at the
end of February, the three-stage
Parliament approval process
used to get completed some
time in mid-May, weeks ahead
of onset of monsoon rains. 

This meant government
departments would start
spending on projects only from
August-end or September, after
the monsoon season ended.
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Indian equities resumed their
upward march on Friday fol-

lowing the massive selloff in the
previous session, with banking,
metal and IT counters leading
the rally.  After fighting bouts
of volatility, the BSE Sensex
closed 254.57 points or 0.64 per
cent higher at 39,982.98. 

On similar lines, the NSE
gauge Nifty settled 82.10 points
or 0.70 per cent up at 11,762.45. 

Tata Steel topped the
Sensex gainers chart with a
jump of 5.38 per cent, followed
by HDFC Bank, PowerGrid,
Ultratech Cement, Kotak Bank,
Axis Bank and ONGC.

Of the 30 Sensex con-
stituents, 24 ended with gains.

HCL Tech was the biggest
laggard, tumbling 3.76 per
cent, despite the company post-
ing an 18.5 per cent rise in
September quarter net profit at
Rs 3,142 crore. 

Mahindra & Mahindra,
Reliance Industries, Asian

Paints, Nestle India and Sun
Pharma were the other losers.

On a weekly basis, the
Sensex lost 526.51 points or
1.29 per cent, while the Nifty
declined 151.75 points or 1.27
per cent. 

“The market has lifted
marginally after yesterday’s
deep fall, but the overall trend
is still fragile. The market trend
has turned weak due to high
stock prices in spite of lack of
required fiscal support and
rising spread of COVID
impacting economic recovery.
The quick bounce of the mar-
ket to above last high and near
the pre-COVID level, has
brought volatility, which can
stay for some time.  

“For Nifty a strong support
is at 11,500 limiting the down-
side, in the near-term. The
market will look forward, with
high hopes to Q2 results and
update on stimulus plans. IT,
telecom, pharma and banks
will be the sectors under focus
with a positive bias,” said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research at
Geojit Financial Services.
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The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Friday announced

the purchase of state develop-
ment loans worth �10,000 crore
under open market operations.

The auction will be con-
ducted on October 22.

The RBI, in a statement,
said that it has been decided to
conduct a purchase auction of
SDLs under OMOs for an
aggregate amount of �10,000
crore on October 22, keeping in
view that this is the first ever
OMO purchase of SDLs.

“Depending on market
response, the size of the auc-
tions may be enhanced in the
subsequent auctions.

“Accordingly, RBI will pur-
chase the SDLs... through a
multi-security auction using
the multiple price method.”

Earlier this month, RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das, in
the ‘Statement on

Developmental and Regulatory
Policies’, said: “In order to
impart liquidity to SDLs and
thereby facilitate efficient pric-
ing, it has been decided to con-
duct open market operations
(OMOs) in SDLs as a special
case during the current finan-
cial year.”

“This would improve sec-
ondary market activity and
rationalise spreads of SDLs
over the Central government
securities of comparable matu-
rities. This measure, along with
the extension of HTM (Held to
Maturity Category) till March
2022, should ease concerns
about illiquidity and absorptive
capacity for the total govern-
ment borrowing in the current
year.”
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The rupee on Friday settled
almost f lat at 73.35

against the US dollar in the
absence of any fresh trigger.

At the interbank forex
market, the rupee opened at
73.41 against the greenback
and moved in a narrow range
during the day in lacklustre
trade. The rupee closed at
73.35, higher by just 1 paisa
from its previous close of
73.36. Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength against
a basket of six currencies, fell
0.16 per cent to 93.70.

“There are no fresh cues
in the market to react to and
that is why we are seeing
USD/INR spot consolidating
in between 73-73.60. 
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Farm sentiments have
remained buoyant mainly

driven by healthy monsoon
and further optimism of a

good kharif crop, according to
a report.  

Agriculture income is
likely to benefit over the medi-
um term aided by increased
government focus on rural

income coupled with the
recently introduced farm
reforms, Icra Ratings said in
the report. 

Moreover, it said the
rural household incomes have

stayed resilient in the face of
the COVID-19 pandemic and
have been supported by
healthy farm cash flows across
regions, aided by high levels of
rabi procurement under var-

ious government schemes
after a season of bumper har-
vest.  

Further, increased gov-
ernment support through
schemes like MNREGA and

PM-KISAN have helped in
creating employment and eas-
ing liquidity pressure on rural
incomes, brought about by
large scale reverse migration
from urban to rural areas

post the imposition of the
nationwide lockdown, it
added. 

“While the sudden impo-
sition of nationwide lock-
down had led to fears of dis-

ruption in the Rabi procure-
ment process, the same was
mitigated by prompt lifting of
restrictions by the govern-
ment for agricultural activi-
ties.  
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London: British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson on
Friday issued a stark warning
that the UK must now prepare
for the prospect of no post-
Brexit free trade agreement
(FTA) with the European
Union (EU).

In a statement from
Downing Street, Johnson said
that he was making a judgment
call on the UK-EU trade nego-
tiations as the January 1, 2021,
deadline for the end of the
ongoing Brexit transition peri-
od was now only 10 weeks
away and the crucial European
Council summit this week
failed to come up with promis-
ing answers. 

“We always knew that there
would be change on January 1
whatever type of relationship
we had. And so now is the time
for our businesses to get ready,
and for hauliers to get ready,
and for travellers to get ready,”
said Johnson.

“So with high hearts and
complete confidence we will
prepare to embrace the alter-
native. And we will prosper
mightily as an independent
free trading nation, controlling
our own borders, our fish-

eries, and setting our own
laws,” he said.

The UK had voted to leave
the 27-member European eco-
nomic trading bloc in a refer-
endum in June 2016 and for-
mally left in January this year,
entering into a transition peri-
od with unchanged rules until
the end of this year. 

Both sides have been hold-
ing talks to thrash out an FTA
akin to the EU’s trade ties
with Canada. However,
Johnson’s dramatic announce-
ment on Friday notes that the
likely outcome is now a rela-
tionship similar to EU-
Australia ties, based on global
trading norms.

“From the outset we were
totally clear that we wanted
nothing more complicated than

a Canada-style relationship,
based on friendship and free
trade. To judge by the latest EU
summit in Brussels that won’t
work for our EU partners. 

“They want the continued
ability to control our legislative
freedom, our fisheries, in a way
that is obviously unacceptable
to an independent country,”
said the UK PM, referring to
one of the key stumbling blocks
to a new deal being the division
of waters for fishing rights
with neighbouring coastal EU
countries.

Instead, he indicated the
prospect of smaller, sector-
specific agreements remains
on the table.

“And of course we are will-
ing to discuss the practicalities
with our friends where a lot of
progress has already been
made, by the way, on such
issues as social security, and avi-
ation, nuclear cooperation and
so on. But for whatever reason
it is clear from the summit that
after 45 years of membership
they are not willing — unless
there is some fundamental
change of approach — to offer
this country the same terms as
Canada,” he said. PTI
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Manila (Philippines): The
Philippines is ready to defend
the oil and gas exploration it
has decided to resume in its
internationally recognised
waters in the disputed South
China Sea and will not cede
that right to any nation, the
energy chief said Friday.

The Department of Energy
announced Thursday that
President Rodrigo Duterte has
approved its recommendation
to lift a 6-year-old moratorium
on energy exploration in three
offshore areas west of the
Philippines, including in poten-
tially oil- and gas-rich Reed
Bank, which China also claims.

Companies with govern-
ment exploration contracts
have been notified to resume
their petroleum search, Energy
Secretary Alfonso Cusi said.

Cusi told reporters in an
online news conference Friday
that China was not informed of
the Philippine government’s
decision to resume oil explo-
ration in its exclusive econom-
ic zone, a 200-mile (320-kilo-
meter) stretch of waters where
a coastal state can exclusively

exploit maritime resources
under the 1982 U.N.
Convention on the Law of the
Sea.

Reed Bank and two other
exploration areas are within the
Philippines’ exclusive zone but
China is likely assert its claim,
Cusi said.

“They will not just take it
without raising a word. I’m sure
they’re going to write us,” he
said.

Asked how the Philippines
will respond if China protests
or intervenes in the high-seas
exploration, Cusi replied, 
“We have to stand up for our
rights, that’s what we are going
to do.”

Exploration companies
have been assured they will be
protected by a 500-meter
(1,650-foot) security buffer
zone, Cusi said, without elab-
orating. He said he expected
“China will be respecting that.”

In 2011, a Philippine explo-
ration vessel reported it was
being harassed by two Chinese
patrol boats at Reed Bank,
prompting a military comman-
der to deploy two aircraft. AP
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Greenville (US): US President
Donald Trump and his
Democratic challenger Joe
Biden held simultaneous and
separate televised town halls in
lieu of the second presidential
debate, taking questions from
pre-selected individuals at ses-
sions moderated by eminent
television journalists.

While Trump’s town hall
was hosted by the National
Broadcasting Company (NBC)
in Miami, Florida, that of Biden
was held in Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia by the American
Broadcasting Company (ABC)
News. 

The second presidential
debate had originally been
scheduled for Thursday night.
However, it was cancelled after
Trump refused to participate in
a virtual format of the presi-
dential debate as amended by
the independent debate com-
mission following the presi-
dent’s COVID-19 diagnosis. 

A final debate is still sched-
uled for October 22 in
Nashville, Tennessee. The first
debate was held on September
29 in Cleveland, Ohio. 

Trump, 74, has recovered
from a brief spell of COVID-
19 after he and First Lady
Melania Trump, 50, tested pos-
itive for the deadly viral infec-
tion on October 1. Trump’s
doctors have now cleared him
for his election campaigns.

During the town hall,
Trump defended his handling
of the coronavirus pandemic.
He also reiterated his stand on
tax returns. 

However, Trump refused to
denounce the QAnon conspir-

acy theory.
According to QAnon, a

far-right group that has been
labelled a terror threat by the
Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI), Democrats are running
a secret paedophilia ring.  PTI 
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Greenville (US): Democratic
presidential nominee Joe Biden
has vowed to include Muslim
Americans in every social and
political aspect in his admin-
istration as well as repeal
President Donald Trump’s
“Muslim ban” if voted to
power.

In a video message to
Muslim Advocates, a civil
rights organisation, on
Thursday, Biden also promised
to push lawmakers for legisla-
tion to fight the growing spike
in hate crimes in the US.

“As president, I’ll work
with you to rip the poison of
hate from our society to hon-
our your contributions and
seek your ideas. My adminis-
tration will look like America,
with Muslim Americans serv-
ing at every level,” he said. 

“On day one, I’ll end

Trump’s unconstitutional
Muslim ban. I’ l l  push
Congress to pass hate crimes
legislation. I’ll implement the
national strategy I’ve laid out
since March to be COVID. I’ll
end the deadly inequities in
health care, education, and
opportunity that this crisis has
amplified. And together, we’ll
rebuild the criminal justice
system focused on redemp-
tion, not retribution,” Biden
added.

President Trump has
imposed a controversial trav-
el ban, often referred to by crit-
ics as a “Muslim ban”, on sev-
eral Muslim majority coun-
tries, including Iran and Syria,
through a series of executive
orders. In February, the travel
ban was expanded to include
six additional countries,
including Nigeria. PTI 
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Beijing: China on Friday jus-
tified a warning by its envoy to
the Canadian Government to
not to grant asylum to Hong
Kong residents fleeing abroad,
saying that the ambassador
was stating Beijing’s “just posi-
tion”.

Chinese Ambassador to
Canada, Cong Peiwu, in a
video press conference from
the Chinese Embassy in
Ottawa, on Thursday said, “we
strongly urge the Canadian
side not (to) grant so-called
political asylum to those violent
criminals in Hong Kong
because it is the interference in

China’s domestic affairs. And
certainly, it will embolden those
violent criminals.”

“So, if the Canadian side
really cares about the stability
and the prosperity in Hong
Kong, and really cares about
the good health and safety of
those 300,000 Canadian pass-
port-holders in Hong Kong,
and the large number of
Canadian companies operating
in Hong Kong SAR, you should
support those efforts to fight
violent crimes,” Cong said.

A large number of Hong
Kong residents have been leav-
ing the former British colony

resenting China’s move to
extend the new security law to
the specially administered
province. Asked about Cong’s
remarks which were interpret-
ed as a warning by Beijing,
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian told a
media briefing here that, “the
Chinese embassy in Canada
just made clear our just posi-
tion on issues relating to Hong
Kong. It is beyond reproach”.

“If anyone is misinterpret-
ing this, then you should ask
for the reason and find out if
there are ulterior motives
involved”, he said.

Chinese President Xi
Jinping on June 30 signed a
controversial security law that
gave Beijing new powers over
Hong Kong that are tailor-
made to crackdown against
dissent, criminalising sedition
and effectively curtailing
protests, amidst global anger
and outrage in the former
British colony.  The relations
between China and Canada
were strained by the arrest of
Huawei Chief Financial Officer
Meng Wanzhou, in Vancouver
in 2018 on a bank fraud war-
rant issued by the US authori-
ties. PTI
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The UN health agency says
the world’s largest ran-

domised trial of COVID-19
treatments found “conclusive
evidence” that remdesivir, a
drug used to treat US President
Donald Trump when he fell ill,
has little or no effect on severe
cases.

The World Health
Organisation announced Friday
the long-awaited results of its six-
month “Solidarity Therapeutics
Trial” that endeavored to see if
existing drugs might have an
effect on the coronavirus.

The study, which was not
peer-reviewed, found that four
treatments tested - remdesivir,
h y d r o x y c h l o r o q u i n e ,
lopinavir/ritonavir and inter-
feron - had “ little or no effect”
on whether or not patients died
within about a month or
whether hospitalised patients
recovered.

Most of those had already
been ruled out. But remdesivir,
a repurposed malaria drug, has
been classified as standard-of-
care in the United States, and it
has been approved for use
against COVID-19 in the UK
and EU.

0'74	(����	�����	8	�
���	���

�����
	��	��	
��
��	��	�����	+9

Washington: US President
Donald Trump has blamed coun-
tries like China, Russia and India
for adding to the global air pol-
lution and asserted that his coun-
try has the best environmental
numbers. Speaking to his cheer-
ing supporters at an elections rally
in the key battleground State of
North Carolina on Thursday,
Trump said the US under his
administration has achieved
energy independence while pro-
tecting its pristine environment. 

“We have the best environ-
mental numbers, ozone num-
bers, and so many other num-
bers. In the meantime, China,
Russia, India all these countries

they’re spewing stuff into the air,”
he alleged during the rally. He
said the US has achieved energy
independence while protecting its
pristine environment. 

Trump in June, 2017
announced his decision to with-
draw from the Paris deal, saying
the accord would have cost
America trillions of dollars, killed
jobs, and hindered the oil, gas,
coal and manufacturing indus-
tries. He has continuously argued
that countries like China and
India are benefiting the most
from the Paris agreement and the
agreement itself was unfair to the
US, as it badly hit its businesses
and jobs. PTI
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The task force’s mandate is to examine the
correlation of the age of marriage and mother-
hood with health, medical well-being and
nutritional status of mother and
neonate/infant/child, during pregnancy, birth
and thereafter; key parameters like Infant
Mortality Rate, Maternal Mortality Rate, Total
Fertility Rate, Sex Ratio at Birth, Child Sex Ratio
and any other relevant points pertaining to
health and nutrition in this context.

In many rural areas of India, girls are rou-
tinely married before 18 years with the approval
of communities which is illegal.  Orthodox sec-
tions back child marriages citing religion. The
time seemed to have not moved for the child-
marriage backers  since Raja Ram Mohan Roy
first opposed  child marriages in the second-half
of the 19th century and was  actively support-
ed by British Governor-General Lord Willian
Bentick.

Anemia and malnutrition are known to be
the result of underage marriages in India which
has one of the largest numbers of child-marriages
in the world even though the law has set 18 as
the age of marriage for women and 21 for men.

In his Independence Day speech, the PM
had announced that the Government was
deliberating on what should be the minimum
age of marriage for women and has set up a com-
mittee to look into the matter.

Modi highlighted the efforts taken by his
Government in the last six years to fight against
malnutrition.

The Prime Minister said his government has
taken an integrated and holistic approach to deal
with the challenge of malnutrition.

The Government has adopted a multi-
dimensional strategy to work on all those fac-
tors responsible for high malnutrition, he said
adding the Government has started National
Nutrition Mission.

Highlighting other achievements, the Prime
Minister said the Government has built 11 crore
toilets across the country under the Swachh
Bharat Mission and has launched Jal Jeevan
Mission to provide piped drinking water.

The Government is also providing sanitary
pads at Rs 1 to poor women, he further said.

“Because of these efforts, for the first time,
the gross enrolment ratio of girls in education
is more than that of boys,” Modi said.
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“A lot has changed in the fundamental struc-
ture and quality of education in the last three-
and-half  years. Because of this, there has been
an increase of over 50 lakh students in basic
schools and we hope with your diligence, this
will continue in future too,” the chief minister
said, adding that the government was commit-
ted to providing drinking water in all primary
schools and a work plan was ready for it.

Elaborating on the government’s commit-
ment towards improving education in the pri-
mary section, the chief minister said that the gov-

ernment would appoint teachers as per the
guidelines to ensure quality education in the pri-
mary schools.

“The government initiated recruitment of
69,000 in 2019. But some people are in the habit
of creating hindrances and they went to the
court. The appointments are being done as per
the court’s directions and the remaining appoint-
ments will be done as soon as we get further
directions from the court,” the chief minister
said.

Congratulating the newly-appointed teach-
ers, Yogi called upon them for their significant
participation for a comprehensive improvement
in basic education.

“Teachers are expected to utilise full capac-
ity of the students and also help establish a model
school. Teachers are also expected to play an
important role in society and they are instru-
mental in the upgradation of primary schools,”
he said.

Handing over the appointment letters to five
teachers of Lucknow, the chief minister said that
the government was determined to ensure
employment for the youth and fill up the vacan-
cies in the education and other departments on
merit with transparency, using modern tech-
nology.

While 5,948 teachers were appointed in the
2017-18 academic session, 46,319 teachers
were appointed in the 2018-19 session. With the
latest inclusion of 31,277 teachers, a total of
83,544 teachers have been appointed so far by
the Yogi Adityanath government.

“The basic infrastructural facilities in basic
schools will be disseminated timely under the
Operation Kayalap. All efforts are underway for
inclusive education of out-of-school and Divyang
children. The government is committed to pro-
viding education to every child and will ensure
that not a single child is left behind,” the chief
minister stressed.
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Given the reach and capabilities of the
Dassault manufactured fighter jet, the Rafale will
guard the LAC and Line of Control (LOC) in
the north and west facing China and Pakistan
and China the east.

India and France inked a Government to
Government deal for 36 Rafale jets in September
2016 at a price of 7.8 billion Euros.  The entire
fleet of 36 jets is expected to join the IAF by next
year end.

The Rafale jets are the first to be inducted
into the IAF after more than 24 years. The SU-
30s manufactured by Russia were inducted in
1997.

In his annual Press conference earlier this
month, IAF chief RKS Bhadauria had said the
integration of Rafale fighter jets brought in a plat-
form armed with advanced weapons, sensors
and technologies that gave the IAF an opera-
tional and technological edge. “Combined with
upgraded operational capabilities of our current
fighter fleet, it gives us the ability to shoot first
and strike deep and hard, even in contested air-
space,” the IAF chief said.

The French built twin-engine jets have at

least 13 India specific enhancements. They
include a helmet-mounted sight, radar warning
receivers, flight data recorders with storage for
10 hours of data, infrared search and track sys-
tems, jammers, cold engine start capability to
operate from high-altitude bases and towed
decoys to ward off incoming missiles.

The modern jet is capable of carrying out
a variety of missions like gound and sea attack,
air defence and air superiority, reconnaissance
and nuclear strike deterrence. It can carry almost
10 tonnes of weapons.

"*	"��0"	 �	2�'�	�(
N/ "2		!� 2*	4 3'$$$

“The trauma of the victim is trivialised by
such conditions,” Parikh told the bench, also
comprising Justice BR Gavai. 

“These kind of conditions are imposed
which are against the principle of law. Repeatedly
such observations are being made,” he said. 

“Are you making the submission only for
Madhya Pradesh or for the entire country,” the
bench asked. To this, Parikh said he is making
submission with regard to entire country and the
petitioners have made prayers to restrain courts,
including high courts and trial courts, from mak-
ing such observations. 

The bench, which said it is issuing notice to
the office of the top law officer of the country,
posted the matter for hearing on November 2.In
their appeal, the petitioners have sought stay of
the bail condition imposed on the accused by
the high court.

The plea said that substantial questions of
law, including whether in a case seeking bail it
is appropriate for a court to impose extraneous
conditions which allows contact between the
accused and the complainant, is involved in the
matter. “Whether the bail condition which is
impugned herein stands to further victimize the
complainant and trivialize the trauma that she
has suffered,” the plea said, adding, “Whether
the above mentioned bail condition is in line
with the principles that govern trials within the
criminal justice system?”.
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Yadav accused Chirag of practising "politics
of lies", saying he had been praising the Bihar
Government in February this year. "Chirag
should not either live in illusion or nurse any
illusion or spread illusion," Yadav tweeted.

Javadekar said BJP's alliance in Bihar is with
JD(U), Jitan Ram Manjhi's HAM(S) and
Vikassheel Insaan Party, asserting the NDA com-
bine will win three-fourth majority in the State.

The Union Minister's statement came hours
after Bihar Deputy CM Sushil Kumar Modi said
Chirag's party left the NDA as it wanted more
seats than what the BJP was willing to give.

"LJP was asking for more seats than what we
wanted to give, so the matter broke down.
Nowadays, some leaders of LJP are spreading
rumours and asking why did the Prime Minister
and Amit Shah not stop LJP from leaving NDA?"
said Sushil. 

Bhubaneswar (PTI): Soyeb Aftab, who topped
theNEET on Friday with a perfect score of 720, cred-
ited his parents for the success, saying he never expect-
ed to bag the first rank in the medical entrance exam
even though he was optimistic.

Aftab, the son of homemaker Sultan Razia and Sheik
Mohammad Abbas who owns a small business, said it
was his mother who motivated him to aspire for becom-
ing a doctor.

“I will like to give all the credit to my mother who
motivated me to aspire for being a doctor and stood by
me all along,” he told PTI.

Aftab, 18, said his father extended all the financial
support but it was his mother who spent her maximum
time supporting him on his studies.

He said that he moved to the coaching hub of Kota
in Rajasthan after the class 12 board exam to prepare
for the National Eligibility and Entrance Test (NEET).

“My mother and younger sister accompanied me
to Kota and made all the arrangements for the studies
there,” he said.

The Rourkela boy said most of his time during the
day was spent at the coaching class.

“I studied for only three hours in the night initial-
ly, and eventually increased the time as the examina-

tion approached, he said.
Aftab, who scored a perfect 720 out of 720 in the

exam, said, “I am absolutely happy. There is no doctor
in my family. I would like to study in AIIMS-New Delhi.”

“All the credit goes to my mother and father,” he said,
reacting to his score.

Aftab said that he was confident of getting a place
in the top 50 after verifying the answer key of all the
questions but never expected to top the exam.

Aftab and Delhi’s Akansha Singh scored 720 out of
720 marks but the Odisha boy was ranked first and Singh
second as per the National Testing Agency’s tie-break-
ing policy, officials said.

The tie-breaking policy takes into account factors
such as age, subject-wise marks and number of incor-
rect answers, they said.

A total of 7,71,500 candidates have qualified the
exam for which over 13.66 lakh candidates had
appeared.

The highest number of qualifying candidates are
from Tripura (88,889), followed by Maharashtra
(79,974).

The National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET)
was conducted on September 13 amid strict precautions
in view of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Lamenting that there was no
mechanism to control the elec-

tronic media, the Bombay High
Court asked the Information and
Broadcasting Ministry to look into
the matter and come out with a
mechanism to control the electron-
ic media. Hearing a bunch of PILs
seeking restraint on the television
news channels against the backdrop
of ‘media-trial’ in the coverage of
Bollywood actor Sushant Singh
Rajput’s death, HC a division bench
comprising wanted to know as to
why there was nothing for electronic
media, when for print media there
is an act since the seventies.

“You do not seem to be in the
mood to ruffle feathers with respect
to electronic media,” the judges told
Additional Solicitor-General (ASG)
of India Anil Singh representing the
Government.

“For the print, there is the Press
Council for the films there is the
Censor Board… what about a sim-
ilar statutory body for the electron-
ic media…” a division bench com-
prising Chief Justice Dipankar Datta
and Justice G. S. Kulkarni noted.

“Times have changed... This is
the most misused freedom now, as
CJI has said.....You should have
something for electronic media. We
are saying this out of concern.
Everyone seems to have an unfet-
tered licence to say whatever they
want to. There is such hue and cry,
the entire system will break down,
if you do not do something,” the
Judges told the ASG.

At one stage, the judges
observed: “Let the investigative jour-
nalism continue, it is legitimate, let
them do their work, but not to such
an extent... All we are saying there
is no mechanism to control the elec-
tronic media”.

“So much is happening, who is
going to look into it. At this point,
it is left to the wisdom of the legis-
lature and judiciary. Why is the
media exempted from such scruti-
ny? Why should citizens come to
court every time? It is not good for
the media as well.... It is an urgent
situation, the ministry must look
into it urgently,” the Judges observed.

The HC bench was responding
to the ASG’s contention that “Time
and again, courts have held that
minimum interference should be

there from  the government. there
should be self-regulation. The
National Broadcasters Association
(NBA) has their own code and
guidelines....It is not like we are not
acting, we take action, we step in
and take action”.

The Judges said that the HC
bench was acting only in those
cases, where the media channel is
not a member of NBA. “If he is not
a member, then we send it to the
channel, if the channel takes no
action, then there is an inter-minis-
terial committee to take action,” the
ASG responded..

The HC bench wanted to know
if there is a mechanism for surveil-
lance of ministry or prior censorship
“Are actions taken by existing mech-
anisms only after complaint? Is any
machinery to check the 
media channel is following the law,
before the "so-called damage" is
caused?,”  the judges asked.

Senior Council Arvind Datar
who represented the National
Broadcasters Association (NBA)
informed the court that it had
imposed fines on several TV chan-
nels for objectionable reportage on
Sushant’s death case.
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How often do we come across
films which have been the
creation of a single person’s

mind? Well, filmmaker, actor and
model Rohit Arora, for his first
directorial, a neo-noir film, The
Pickup Artist, donned several hats —
of a writer, director, producer, film
videographer and editor — to make
the project finally come through.
The reason behind this also finds
similarity with the film’s underlying
theme — trust. He says, “Going
ahead with an absolutely no-com-
promise approach on my debut
film, there was literally nothing I
wouldn’t have done to make it a mas-
terpiece in cinema. I ended up
being a DOP to avoid any nuisance
in the tone of the film because I
knew it could take a long time to
shoot. Since the film has been shot
in Delhi, I did not know anyone here
whom I could trust enough for being
a long-term crew. Hence, I ended up
being an editor for this very reason
— lack of trusted talent around.”

The film revolves around a
lecherous, maniac cop, Tiger Tiwari,
who has been transferred to New
Delhi and appointed for an “unsolv-
able” and a “curious” case of miss-
ing girls. The suspected culprit
operates in daylight and does not
leave a clue. With each new missing
girl, Tiwari comes closer to solving
the case. But the questions remain
the same — Where are the girls
going? What is the culprit’s purpose
behind this? Will Tiwari be able to
solve the case?

As Rohit calls the film “anything
but boring, pretty much an edge-of-
the-seat thriller,” out of an ensemble
cast of 20 main characters, one of the
lead actors and debutante Sasha Aery
agrees and talks about how the nar-
ration itself had flattered her.

Well, we know, how on debu-
tantes, 2020 hasn’t been very fair. The
film, which was initially scheduled
to release on April 3, faced the brunt
of the pandemic-induced lockdown
in the most unexpected ways.
However, Rohit and Sasha are grate-
ful that the film was featured at var-
ious international film festivals and
won accolades at the oldest, 52nd
Worldfest Houston — Remi Winner
USA 2019. Well, the excitement can
be sensed in their voice from the
other end of the phone. Excerpts:

�How difficult was it to extend the
release due to the lockdown? Why
didn’t you release the film online?

Rohit: In March, just 10 days
before the lockdown was
announced, we had finished all the
marketing work as the release date
was nearing. It was surely devastat-
ing to know that we had to extend
the release for that time but now I
think, it was for a reason. I made the
film for the big screen and it
deserved to have been showcased
there. Of course, the thought killed
me every now and then that when
are the theatres going to open but I
also knew that cinema is one thing
Indian audience has loved and it will
certainly be opened again once
things settle down.

I held back on OTT. I had some
small investors in the film who want-
ed it to be out during this time in
lockdown. Even I thought for once
to just go for OTT and get over with
it. But it was my first film and it had
to be special. The film has played at
big festivals and grabbed good audi-
ences. Also, it’s a different process
through which you make content for
the big screen or the small one or
OTT. The cost goes high, the post-
production and editing work is also
done accordingly.

Sasha: Lockdown was like an
unending wait. Given that it’s my
first film, I was very excited about
it. But it gradually demanded a lot
of patience. However, I also think it’s
kind of revolutionary now that this
is one of the first films to be releas-
ing after the reopening of the cine-
mas. And I am glad for this fact
because cinema lovers have obvious-
ly waited long for this day to come
in 2020.

�How did you conceptualise the
film? 

Rohit: The idea occurred to me
in 2010. However, I cannot tell you
how it originated because otherwise
I might end up revealing a lot about
the script and the film’s very secret!
(laughs)

I would say it’s a compilation of
a lot of ideas that I had in my mind.
I also referred to books — about mys-
tery, thriller and cops. It was a very
long process. I wanted my first film
to be super amazing. I didn’t want the
audience to get bored. I had set the
bar very high for myself even in my
very first project. I just wanted to

bank on the originality of my thought
that revolves around creating more
mindful cinema in India. From the
concept to the screen, it was a jour-
ney of 10 years. At the end of 2015,
we started shooting and 2019 was the
premiere. And now it’s releasing in
the cinemas in India.

�The trailer highlights a lot of
things like questioning the govern-
ment, society and old-age beliefs
and the exploitation of women, of
course. It says very less about what
the film is exactly trying to say...

Rohit: Well, it’s the reason why
I cut the trailer this way. I did not

want to reveal anything. Trailers are
usually cut by the producers’ market-
ing team. But here, I worked on it
myself and it took my team about six
months to cut the trailer. You will
realise that at every step in the film.

�What does the title signify?
Rohit: Who is a pickup artist? He

is the one who belongs to the seduc-
tion or the pickup community and
aims at picking up girls to lure them
for sex. Our tagline — a curious case
of missing girls investigated by a
maniac cop — is actually the answer.
This is the plot. But there’s a lot more
to it!

�There was a dialogue in the trail-
er that caught our attention —
“Raavan agar Ramayan jeet jaata
toh voh hero ban jaata, par haar
gaya isliye villain ban gaya.” Where
did that idea come from? How do
you think modern dialogue-writing
has become more thought-provok-
ing?

Rohit: The idea came to me
when I was going to shoot a Ramleela

scene and I was in a cab. It just struck
me out of nowhere. You never know
where an idea might emerge from at
times and that’s exactly what hap-
pened at the time. You just know that
it’s a good idea and you should work
upon it. I never sit down to think and
write. I let it happen while on the go.
I am in a constant conversation with
myself. So, I never write my dialogues
in a rush, I give them a lot of time. I
usually have a structure ready, which
I fill up with dialogues and story
steadily. Until I am super happy and
satisfied with my writing, I don’t go
ahead with it. Dialogues is my USP
as a writer.

Sasha: I agree. I think he has that
flair of being perfect with the struc-
ture. He makes sure his script aligns
with his idea. I think it also has a lot
to do with the way he structured the
idea itself, for which he needs those
specific pieces to build it. That’s actu-
ally the beauty of this film!

�Being a practising psychologist,
how did you land the project?

Sasha: It’s actually a very funny
story and that’s the most interesting
part about it. One of my very good
friends was going for the audition for
this film and I just accompanied him.
And it’s the funny how I landed a role
and he did not. I just went casually
and gave a try. Before this, I had only
given auditions for theatre or stage
shows or a street play but never for
a feature film. I think it was just meant
to happen.

Rohit: I’d say, she is very photo-
genic. She just held the audience. One
of my friends complimented her that
one can just hold the camera on her
for as long as one wants, and the audi-
ence won’t move!

Sasha: (Laughs) It was flattering!

�How did you get into the skin of
your character, Akansha? Was the
prep more mental?

Sasha: Yes, my target was always
to understand the character from a
psychological perspective because
otherwise it would have got quite dif-
ficult for me to resonate with her and
be in her skin. And Rohit always gave
me that leeway. Even if he had his
own process and professional ethics,
he still let me get comfortable with the
character myself and gave me enough
time to settle.

�How challenging was it?
Sasha: I would say it was slight-

ly challenging because Akansha was
quite opposite to how I am. She was
quite naive. I am not trying to mean
that being naive is a bad thing but if
we look at Sasha, her senses would
have been too alert rather than just
going for what was being asked of her.
So my most conversations about the
character with Rohit were about this
— How can she do that? I was con-
stantly trying to understand her
motives. But then, it automatically
came to me when we started rehears-
ing and finally shooting. I also found
a similarity that Akansha, just like me,
also wanted to be somebody success-
ful.

�What should the audience expect
from the film?

Rohit: It’s a mindful entertain-
ment. The audience will find good
music, definitely a story, perfor-
mances by some amazing actors,
humour, drama, suspense and above
all, newness. It will certainly be a visu-
al treat. It has not been made as a typ-
ical Bollywood film. I have worked
very hard to fight the cliches and go
beyond them both in my writing and
my treatment. We even conducted
various workshops to get better at
learning the characters. We did not
straight away begin with the shoot.
Had I done it in a Bollywood system,
it would have never worked out this
way. A funny fact? A lot of my assis-
tants left in the way (chuckles)
because it took so long to complete!

�What do you think is the relevance
of the film?

Rohit: There’s no message as
such. It’s just a thriller — a mindful
one. The core of the film is “trust.”
This term has fascinated me since
childhood. As I grew-up, my sensi-
tivity towards trust increased to a
point where I started seeing my whole
life as a binary pattern of presence or
absence of trust, just like signals in a
computer are represented by presence
or absence of current. I am really glad
this film turned out to be my debut
as a director. The thought still fasci-
nates me how the idea of a pickup
artist and trust somehow amalgamat-
ed together in my head.

(The film released yesterday in
theatres.)

The Mehrauli-Badarpur Road is
one of those roads, which
when you drive through

you go through a millennia of
Delhi’s history — from the ram-
parts of the spectacular
Tughlakabad Fort to the towering
Qutub Minar, the oldest free-standing
tower in the world. You realise then that
Delhi is truly one of the world’s oldest
living cities, one steeped in history both
ancient and modern. And one of those
places where Delhi’s history meets the
modern Delhi is The Garden of Five
Senses, located just off this very road,
next to Saket Metro Station. This 20-acre
space initially conceptualised by Delhi-
based architect Pradeep Bhandari is run
by Delhi Tourism and, in a normal time

is a hub of cultural and gastronomic
activities, particularly in Winters. That
is why the name of the place — as it
delights all your five senses.

But one must not lose sight of the
site’s historical significance located just
outside the Mehrauli archaeological
site. Several historical monuments,
including the Qutub Minar, are visible
from the site. However, it is also home
to some stunning modern art installa-
tions as well as a replican of the Mayan-

era Labna Arch, creating a cultural
history bridge between India and
Mexico. It is unfortunate that due to
the current pandemic, there will be
fewer events this year, although
Delhi Tourism is promising that

some events with limited attendance
will take place nonetheless. Some of the
permanent restaurants located inside the
Garden of Five Senses have opened their
doors again and the public can easily visit
the site and experience a mix of the
ancient and modern.

There is ample parking at the Garden
and the Hyundai Venue Sport is the ideal
urban car to visit the site in its modern
looks, accentuated by the greenery and
the art installations at the Garden. 
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Even as festivals world over
are moving virtual, Egypt’s

El Gouna Film Festival to be
held between October 23 and
October 30 is all set to be
amongst the first sizeable phys-
ical film events to be held in
COVID-era. Interestingly
enough, the festival has an
interesting Indian connection
too. The Shorts Film
Competition of the schedule
will be judged by Bollywood
actor Ali Fazal. 

Fazal, who is currently in
the midst of promoting his
forthcoming Amazon Prime
Show Mirzapur, will soon star
in the much-awaited Kenneth
Branagh film Death On The
Nile. The actor had previous-
ly headlined Victoria & Abdul
alongside Dame Judi Dench.
His co-jury members include
Tunisian director Raja Amari,
Syrian actor Kinda Alloush
and the popular Argentine
filmmaker Santiago
Amigorena. The jury will
choose four best entries from
a wide range of submissions to
award a prize money of
$31,000n(USD).

Fazal will be accompa-
nied to the festival by fiance
actor Richa Chadha. The
actress known for the Emmy
nominated series Inside Edge,
the much-celebrated Love
Sonia amongst others will be
in a panel discussion about
women empowerment. She
will also discuss her journey in
the Hindi film industry, her
challenges, choices and the
impact it had on the kind of
roles that came her way.

In a statement, Richa said,

“I am looking forward to the
panel discussion. It’s an impor-
tant dialogue that must be had
to help popular culture move
in the right direction. With the
rising number of powerful
female voices across the world,
it’s important to discuss, debate
and relearn norms. The narra-

tive in 2020 must speak about
gender equality which will
only come from empowering
the women who’ve been given
the short end of the stick for far
too long.”

Ali says, “It has been a fair-
ly grim year for all of us across
the world. The fact that I will

be attending an on ground
physical event is a reminder
that the worst is behind us. It
gives me hope that things will
get better world over, here on.
I am looking forward to watch-
ing many short films and
interacting with the people at
this event.”
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The three-time champions will look
to build on the win over SRH as the league
phase moves towards the business end.

However, they are up against a team
which is high on confidence and well-
served by the South African pace duo of
Kagiso Rabada and Anrich
Nortje.

Add the wily R
Ashwin and Axar Patel to
the mix and DC has a
rather impressive
bowling unit.

Pacer Tushar
Deshpande, who
made a memo-
rable debut in
the win over
the Royals,
adds teeth to
the attack. 

PTI

a stiff test awaits Chennai Super
Kings when they face a dominant
Delhi Capitals here on Saturday.

Every tactic that Dhoni
employed against
Sunrisers Hyderabad,
worked, and they are
expected to continue
in the same vein as
they battle to salvage
the season.

Whether it was promoting
Sam Curran to the opener’s slot
or finishing pacer Deepak
Chahar’s quota upfront while
using seven bowlers to dry up
runs, every move produced

desired result.
Dhoni used leg spinner

Piyush Chawla for only one over
and that too as late as in the 16th

over, leaving it largely on
Ravindra Jadeja and
Karn Sharma but CSK
are likely to continue
with three spinners con-
sidering that the Sharjah

wickets are now getting slower.
That spinners hold the key in

Sharjah was evident in the last
two games where RCB and Kings
XI Punjab slow bowlers were
instrumental in their respective
team’s wins.
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Wimbledon is
set to go

ahead next year
even if the Grand
Slam tournament has to be staged
behind closed doors, organisers
announced on Friday.

The grasscourt championships
were cancelled this year for the first
time since World War II because
of the coronavirus pandemic.

The organisers said in a state-
ment that they are planning for
next year’s championships and
are considering multiple opera-
tional scenarios at this point in
time, given that there is still time
for the next year’s edition.

“Staging the championships in
2021 is our number-one priority
and we are actively engaged in sce-
nario-planning in order to deliv-
er on that priority,” chief executive
Sally Bolton was quoted as saying.

The All England Club is plan-
ning for several scenarios for
2021 — a full-capacity event,
reduced-capacity tournament or
holding it with no fans present.
The 134th championships will be
staged from June 28 to July 11,
2021.

�	
�� ./4 3

Royal Challengers
Bangalore would aim to

get their strategy right after
some inexplicable decisions
during the loss to Kings XI
Punjab when they take on an
e r r a t i c - b u t - d a u n t l e s s
Rajasthan Royals on
Saturday.

The Virat Kohli-led RCB
has won five of its eight
games on the back of all-
round performances but
seemingly blundered in the
eight-wicket defeat to lag-
gards KXIP on Thursday.

On the other hand, the
Royals’ campaign this season
has been marred by numer-
ous top-order collapses, forc-
ing the lower half to pull
them across the finish line
and thet lie at the seventh
spot in the points table with
just three wins from eight
outings.

Against KXIP in
Sharjah, AB De Villiers, who
has been in fine form,
was sent in to bat at
number six, a baffling
decision by the RCB.

L e f t - h a n d e r
W a s h i n g t o n
Sundar (13)
and Shivam
Dube (23)
were pro-
moted up
the order to
accompany
s k i p p e r
Kohli in the
middle.

The experi-
ment didn’t work
as all three bats-
men struggled
with the South
African scoring
just two off five
balls.

To add to
RCB’s woes,

while defending the total,
Kohli decided to save the in-
form Sundar for the big-hit-
ting Chris Gayle, who came
to bat in the eighth over.
That gamble didn’t pay off
either as the 41-year-old
Jamaican smashed the young
off-spinner for four sixes.

Meanwhile, the Royals
boast of a strong batting
line-up. But the likes of Steve
Smith, and Sanju Samson
have failed to score since the
two victories in Sharjah at
the beginning of the tourna-
ment.

Jos Buttler too has been
unable to capitalise on his
starts, scoring just one half-
century in seven innings.

After failing in his first
match of the season, Ben
Stokes, who has been elevat-
ed to the role of an opener,
hit 41 before he was run out
against the Delhi Capitals.

The inaugural season
champions have relied on
Rahul Tewatia to rescue

them from precarious
positions and the all-

rounder managed
to do that twice

against KXIP and
Sunrisers Hyderabad

respectively. But he
failed against the
Capitals when yet
again the top-order
botched an easy

run-chase.
Jofra Archer

spearheads the
R a j a s t h a n
b o w l i n g
unit, along
with the spin
duo of
Tewatia and

Shreyas Gopal, who
have consistently fig-

ured in an XI that has
gone through a lot of
chopping and chang-
ing.
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Mumbai Indians skipper
Rohit Sharma on Friday
said his team lived up to the

expectations with its clinical show-
ing in both batting and bowling,
which culminated in an eight-wick-
et win over Kolkata Knight Riders in
the IPL here. After the bowlers
restricted KKR to 148 for five, open-
er Quinton de Kock blazed his way
to 78 off 44 balls to complete the task
for Mumbai.

“(We were) clinical with the ball,
clinical with the bat, overall you
know, the performance that we were
expecting was there,” Rohit said the
presentation ceremony.

"It is always a challenge when
you have won four out of four, how
you turn on that particular day, it is
very important and I thought we
turned up really well, right from the
start we were there on their faces.”

According to Rohit, he usually
takes a backseat when batting with
de Kock, who likes to take on the
bowlers from the word go.

“I enjoy batting with him (De
Kock), he is very straightforward on
what he wants to do and most of the
time I have taken a backseat because
he likes to take on the bowlers right
from the word go.

“I probably assess the situation,
I have a role to play in the squad and
I try and do that more often.

“But I want Quinny to bat the
way he is batting and he shouldn’t be
taking any sort of pressure about
what the team is expecting from him,
as long he keeps doing what he loves
to do, we are in good position,” added
Rohit.

Rohit said the victory was spe-
cial as the team chased successfully,
which could be the trend in the sec-
ond half of the tournament.

“It gives us a lot of confidence,

that has been the trend so far in the
first half of the tournament, team bat-
ting second have lost many games.

“So I guess it is changing now,
the second half of the tournament,
teams batting second will win most
of the games, that’s what I feel,” he
said.

KKR’s new captain Eoin Morgan
conceded that losing early wickets did

not help their cause.
“Being four and five down early

really cost us, we managed to get a
score on the board, but when
Mumbai come out and play like that
it is difficult to stop momentum.

“... So full credit to them, they
played really well and we have got a
lot of lessons to learn, particularly
with the bat today,” Morgan said.
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Jurgen Klopp has praised
Everton’s ‘perfect summer’

of recruitment ahead of
Liverpool’s trip to face the
league leaders in the
Merseyside derby this weekend.

Liverpool travel the short
distance across Stanley Park to
face their city rivals at
Goodison Park on Saturday
lunchtime in what shapes as
one of the most intriguing
derby clashes in recent seasons,
Everton heading into the clash
in confident mood after win-
ning each of their four fixtures
to sit top of the division.

The club have backed man-
ager Carlo Ancelotti in the
transfer market with a number
of exciting additions and Klopp
has praised the Italian and the
‘perfect business’ conducted by
Everton during the summer
window, believing the Toffees
have signed the ideal players to
take them to the next level.

“What I think about Carlo
Ancelotti was never a secret. I
couldn’t respect him more. He’s
a wonderful human being,”
Klopp told the BBC.

“When I heard he was
going to sign for Everton I
thought ‘Uhhh, the next prop-
er challenger in line’.

“They did the perfect busi-
ness in the summer. They
found exactly the players that
they needed to improve an
already pretty good football
team.

“Together, getting more
used to what Carlo wants them
to do makes them a pretty
strong team.”

Key to Everton’s success has
also been the improved form of
Dominic Calvert-Lewin, the
forward currently the joint-
leading scorer in the Premier
League following a prolific
start to the season.

The 23-year-old’s
improved performances also
saw him earn a first call-up
to the England squad during
the international break —
scoring on his senior debut
against Wales — and Klopp is
well aware of the threat posed
by the in-form star and a new-

look forward line containing
the likes of Richarlison and
James Rodriguez.

“Calvert-Lewin, I really
expected him to make big steps
in the next few years and he
did,” said Klopp.

“He has everything you
need in a top striker: size,
mobility, speed, desire, techni-
cally really, really good, in the
air, finishing with his head,
both feet.

“And now it all works
together — both wings have
top-class players with James
and Richarlison. Midfield,
Allan plus whoever plays there,
if it’s Sigurdsson or whoever.

“So it’s a really, really good
team and the last line works
better because in a good team
it’s easier to defend. That’s what
you see when you watch
Everton, so it will be a really
interesting game.”
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Manchester: Manchester City
manager Pep Guardiola has
confirmed that Kevin de
Bruyne will miss Saturday’s
Premier League clash against
Arsenal.

Guardiola has now con-
firmed those injury fears,
claiming he could miss “maybe
a few games” on top of the
Arsenal fixture.
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Putting their off-the-field
controversy behind,

Mohammedan Sporting on
Friday clinched an I-League
berth after seven years with a
2-0 win over city rivals
Bhawanipore FC in the qual-
ifiers here.

Vanlalbiaa Chhangte (28th
minute) and Gani Ahmmed
Nigam (67th) struck on either
side of half-time to win the
match. With three
wins on the trot,
the Black Panthers
now have an unas-
sailable lead of
nine points over their nearest
rivals to seal the lone I-League
spot with a round to spare.

In an inconsequential final
round match on October 19,
Mohammedan Sporting will
face FC Bengaluru United,
followed by the match between
ARA FC and Bhawanipore
FC.

The 131-year-old club will
thus become the lone Kolkata
team in the I-League to be
played entirely in West Bengal
in the absence of Mohun
Bagan and East Bengal who
have joined the top-tier Indian
Super League.

The I-League is likely to
start in December.

Mohammedan Sporting

last played the I-League in
2013-14 but only to be relegat-
ed the same season.

In the first match on
Friday, Garhwal FC looked set
to sign off their I-League
Qualifiers campaign with a
win but ended up having to
share points with ARA FC.

Defender Neeraj Bhandari
gave his team an early lead but
a late penalty from Surajit
Seal saw both teams walk off
the f ield at the Kalyani

Stadium with hon-
ours even.

Mohammedan
Sporting had
courted controver-

sy with the sacking of head
coach Yan Law, who was
alleged by the club brass of
leaking personal conversation. 

The club had also lodged
police complaints against Law
on charges of disclosing team
information to "outsider"
Ranjit Bajaj, the former owner
of Punjab FC.

Under Law, they had a
scrappy 1-0 win over the
Delhi-based Garhwal FC,
courtesy of an injury-time
goal from Mumnmun Lugun.

In the next match, the
team made wholesale changes
under an interim coach and
secured a thumping 4-1 win
over ARA FC. 
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on track, courtesy Mahendra
Singh Dhoni’s smart captaincy but
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England could tour
Pakistan for the first time

in over a decade after officials
confirmed they had received
an invitation to visit the
Asian giants early in 2021 for
a “short white-ball series”.

Fifty-over world champi-
ons England have not played
in Pakistan since 2005/06.

An attack by armed mil-
itants on Sri Lanka’s team bus
in Lahore in 2009 ended
major cricket tours for a
decade. But Sri Lanka,
Zimbabwe, West Indies and
Bangladesh have all since
made the trip.

An England and Wales
Cricket Board statement
issued on Thursday said:
“After discussions with the
Pakistan Cricket Board, we
can confirm the England
and Wales Cricket Board has
received an invitation in
respect of a short white-ball
tour to Pakistan during the
early part of 2021.

“We welcome the fact
that international cricket is
returning to Pakistan and are
committed to doing what

we can to help this develop
further.”

The statement added that
“the safety and welfare of our
players and staff is para-
mount”, with security issues
and the development of
Covid-19 secure ‘bubbles’ of
the kind pioneered in
England this year among the
ECB’s key concerns.

“We will be liaising with
the PCB, and as well as other
partners over the coming
weeks to work through these
considerations, before a final
decision will be taken in due
course,” the ECB said.

Although the ECB did
not specify any dates, Wasim
Khan, chief executive of the
PCB said: “Yes, we have now
sent an official invitation to
the ECB inviting them to
send their team and have also
created a window between 13
and 20 January to play the
three T20 series," Khan told
a Pakistani channel. “They
(the ECB) will consider it (the
invitation) and have a secu-
rity assessment. “It will be a
very important tour and help
improve our credibility as a
host,” he added.
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The iconic Howrah Bridge will
be illuminated with tradition-

al green and maroon lights on
Sunday and Monday evenings to
celebrate Mohun Bagan's 2019-20
I-League triumph, the club said on
Friday.

“The bridge will be illuminat-
ed from 6.30 pm to 10 pm to com-
memorate the success of I-League
champions Mohun Bagan. We
sincerely thank the chairman of
Syama Prasad Mukherjee Port
Trust and all who are involved for
honoring us,” the club stated.

"Further, club president
Swapan Sadhan Bose will also
unveil a champions plaque during
the trophy handing ceremony
and the plaque will be installed at
the club later," the club stated.

Mohun Bagan had downed
former champions Aizawl FC 1-
0 to clinch the I-League with four
rounds to spare on March 10 but
the celebrations had to wait
because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

The AIFF will hand over the
I-League trophy to the club mem-
bers at a five-star hotel which will
be followed by a victory proces-
sion to the club tent in the Maidan.

The coveted trophy would be
placed in a glass cascade in an
open van and the procession
would traverse through important
landmarks of the city. The club will
also float four sky balloons with
branding of I-League Trophy in
Howrah, Dharamatala,
Deshapriya Park and Hedua-
Vivekananda Road, the club stat-
ed. The club will arrange a video
call with their I-League winning
coaches and players who will not
be able to present physically
because of the pandemic. The
entire programme will be
streamed live on their official
Facebook page.
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Wi c k e t k e e p e r- b a t s m a n
Dinesh Karthik on Friday

stepped down as captain of the
Kolkata Knight Riders team,
handing over the reins to his
English deputy Eoin Morgan
hours before the IPL match
against Mumbai Indians

Karthik told the KKR man-
agement that he wants to “focus
on his batting and contributing
more to the team’s cause.”
Appointed skipper in 2018, the 35-
year-old led KKR in 37 matches.

“We are fortunate to have
leaders such as DK, who has
always put the team first. It takes
a lot of courage for someone like
him to take a decision such as
this,” team CEO Venky Mysore
said in a statement.

“While we were surprised by
his decision, we are respectful of
his wishes.”

Midway into the ongoing sea-
son, KKR find themselves at
fourth place in the points table
with four wins and four losses.
Morgan was widely tipped to
take over at some point from
Karthik given the topsy-turvy
run. “...DK and Eoin have worked
brilliantly together during this
tournament and although Eoin
takes over as captain, this is effec-
tively a role swap and we expect
that this transition will work in a
seamless manner,” Mysore said.

Even though Mysore termed
Karthik’s decision surprising, the
move was always on the cards with
a World Cup-winning captain in
the mix. The veteran Indian
wicketkeeper-batsman’s captain-
cy had come under intense crit-
icism due to the team’s erratic
campaign so far.

Karthik’s own battig has been
pretty scratchy save the half-cen-
tury against KXIP which also got
him the man-of-the match
award.

Strategically, he hasn’t been
at his best like the match against
Delhi Capitals at Sharjah where
he promoted himself ahead of
Morgan, who is a bigger match-
winner currently and also near-
ly got the team home.
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