Follow us on: [E§ @ TheDailyPioneer M facebook.com/dailypioneer &) instagram.com/dailypioneer/

No more lantern in progressive Bihar: PM

8
RECALL

FRONTIER GANDHI
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‘ RATE CUT WILL DEPEND UPON
MODERATION IN INFLATION: RBI

Modi says NDA rule has ended jungle
ra] in Bihar, seeks vote for development

DEEPAK K UPRETI B NEW DELHI

Kick—starting his poll cam-
paign by raising the devel-
opmental pitch in three back-
to-back rallies in Bihar, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Friday contrasted it with the
“jungle raj” under Lalu Prasad,
though without naming him or
his party, and said the lantern
(RJD’s election symbol) has
given way to electricity under
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar-
led NDA regime in the State.

He hit out at the
Opposition on issues of nation-
alism, security and Ram
Mandir and accused it of mis-
leading the farmers on the
farm laws brought in by his
Government.

Extending his congratula-
tions in advance to the people,
he said the voters have taken a

resolve that they would not vote
for those “who have a history
of making the State Bimaru”
and “did not allow” Nitish to
work for 10 years.

Modi said all surveys pre-
dict that the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
would return to power in the
State. “I want to congratulate
the people of Bihar, as they
have announced their deci-
sion well in advance. Some
people try to spread rumours
at times and suggest that some
“new power” is emerging, but
people of Bihar are not going
to be befooled by such acts,”
said the Prime Minister.

He said the NDA rule has
ended lawlessness in Bihar,
which is far developed now
with electricity doing away the
need for lanterns for lighting
homes.

idelled
[ O

Prime M|n|s ter Narendra Modi waves at the

-Assembly polls, in Gaya, on Friday

o

L.crowd during an election rally, ahead of Bihar
PTI ﬂ

“People who are voting for
the first time, they don’t know
how far Bihar has come. But,

lanterns in Bihar,” Modi said in

his second rally at:
Gandhi Maidan , Gaya, com- i
plimenting BJP-JDU :

Government in the State.

phase of poll, next week. i

leaders were in attendance.
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15% PAY CUT
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there was a time when people :
wouldn't go to their homes after :
deboarding trains in the night.
There was a time when elec- :
tricity was only available to rich i
people. Poor people in Bihar i
were dependent on diyas. But :
now, there is no need for i
i over issues ranging from the

Hitting the ground in Bihar
to campaign for the
Mahagathbandhan in the
upcoming Assembly polls,
former Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi on Friday targeted
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

migrant crisis to the Chinese
aggression to farm Bills, and
the BJP over its election

i promises like of providing 19

The Prime Minister kicked
off his election campaign from :
his first rally at Sasaram and :
later addressed rallies in Gaya i
and Bhagalpur for the first :
i Yadav, who is the leader of the
Kumar and top BJP and JD (U)
i a joint rally at Nawada, coin-
Continued on Page 11 :
i rallies in Bihar with Chief
i Minister Nitish Kumar.

lakh jobs which, he said, was
similar to that of depositing
%15 lakh in the bank accounts
of the people.

Rahul and RJD’s Tejashwi

Opposition alliance, addressed

ciding with Modjis first day of

With the PM citing the

i bravery of the jawans from
i Bihar in their clash with
i Chinese soldiers at the Galwan
i valley, Rahul accused Modi of
i having “insulted” the soldiers
i with his comment that nobody
i had intruded into Indian
i territory in Ladakh, and
i demanded that he tell the
i country when will the Chinese

“be thrown out”.
Addressing his first rally

i during the Bihar Assembly
i elections, Rahul claimed the
i Chinese army had indeed
i intruded into Indian territory.
i He said, “They have seized

House panel warns
penalty if Amazon
disobeys summons

PNS B NEW DELHI

E commerce giant Amazon
has refused to appear before
a Joint Committee of
Parliament looking into the
Personal Data Protection Bill,
2019 on the grounds that its
“subject matter experts are
overseas” and that there are
travel risks.

Taking it very seriously, the
Committee has warned that if
Amazon does not appear
before the panel on October 28,
“coercive action will be initiat-
ed” against it.

“The panel is unanimous
in its opinion that coercive
action can be suggested to the
Government against the e-
commerce company, said
panel head Meenakshi Lekhi,
reacting to Amazons non-
cooperative stand.

“Amazon has refused to
appear before the panel on
October 28 and if no one on
behalf of the e-commerce com-
pany appears before the panel
it amounts to breach of privi-

lege,” she added.

The Committee is looking
into the Personal Data
Protection Bill, 2019, following
concerns expressed by the
Congress. It has called all stake-
holders, including Facebook
and Twitter, to get an overview.
The Committee is trying to
seek “oral evidence” on the
issues of data protection
and privacy.

Facebook officials gave
their presentation before the
panel on Friday while Google,
Twitter and Paytm have to do
so on October 29. Facebook’s
public policy head Ankhi Das
appeared before the Committee
and was asked some tough and
searching questions by the
panel, sources said.

Continued on Page 11

(ot sets stock

Imit

for onion traders
to check |t pIC

PNS B NEW DELHI

With onions now more
expensive than some
exotic vegetables and fruits,
including apple, grapes, goose-
berry and orange (imported)
across India, the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs on Friday
imposed a stock limit of two
tonnes for retailers and 25
tonnes for wholesalers till
December 31 to improve the
domestic availability of the
commodity and provide relief
to consumers. The Ministry has
also supplied 35,000 metric
tonnes of onion to State and
Union Territories to maintain
certain stability in prices.
Despite a ban on export,
onion prices have seen a sharp
rise over the last few days with
staple vegetable now retailing
for ¥100-110 per kg in
Hyderabad, Mumbai, Nashik,
Pune, Adilabad, Bengaluru,
Pallakad, Puducherry,
Suryapet, Thrissur, Panaji,
Kota, Chennai, Cuddalore,
Dharwad and Kozhikode. In

Thiruvananthapuram, Jammu,
Srinagar, Ludhiana, onions are
at ¥90 per kg. Besides, the
prices of potato touched T50 a
kg while tomato is selling at
%70-80 a kg across metros.

Consumer Affairs
Department Secretary Leena
Nandan on Friday said that
retailers can stock onion only
up to 2 tonne, whereas whole-
sale traders are allowed to keep
up to 25 tonne till December
31. She said the Government
had to invoke the Essential
Commodities (Amendment)
law — which was passed last
month in Parliament — that
allows it to regulate perishable
commodities in the extraordi-
nary price rise situation.

Continued on Page 11

Maha announces
10k crore flood
relief for farmers

TN RAGHUNATHA B MUMBAI

T Maharashtra
Government on Friday
announced a 10,000 crore
relief package for the farmers
who suffered huge crop losses
during the heavy rain and the
consequent floods witnessed in
various parts of the State
between June and October.

Talking to media persons
after reviewing the situation
arising out of heavy unseason-
al rain and consequent floods
in various parts of the State,
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray unveiled a relief
package for the affected farm-
ers in western Maharashtra,
Marathwada and Konkan
regions in the State.

He said that the relief pack-
age would be disbursed to the
farmers before the Diwali fes-
tival.

Merit only criterion for

jobs in UP: CM Yogi

PNS B LUCKNOW

Asserting that merit was the
only criterion for jobs in
Uttar Pradesh, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath said that fairness
and transparency in recruitment
was the hallmark of his admin-
istration.

“There is no scope left for
irregularities in recruitment in
the state. Despite this, if corrupt
practices are found in the process,
jail will be the only destination for
the guilty;” the chief minister said
addressing a virtual function to
distribute posting letters to the
newly-appointed assistant teach-
ers in Lucknow on Friday.

The chief minister reiterated
that the transparency with which
appointments were made was
proof of his government’s com-
mitment towards ensuring a free

and fair process in this regard.

Recalling corruption in UP
Public Service Commission
(UPPSC) during the previous
regimes when appointments
were made on the basis of caste
and religion, Yogi Adityanath said
that those days were gone and
now merit was the only consid-
eration for jobs.

“Today, everyone needs to be
technically updated as technolo-
gy is the key to transparency. If
the government lags behind, it
will be impossible to extend
benefits of pension, Kisan
Samman Nidhi and other
allowances to people in tough
times like this. The way educa-
tion is being imparted on-line
today could not have been pos-
sible if we were not technically
updated,” the chief minister said.

On the occasion, the chief

minister also spoke with newly-
appointed assistant teachers
Jagmohan Singh, Nikhat Pravin,
Hemprabha Ojha, Smita Jaiswal,
Manish Kumar Mishra, Manisha
Thapliyal and Jyoti Gaur.

Playing guide and guardian,
Yogi Adityanath told them that
teachers were guides to children
and thus their responsibility
increased manifold.

“If a teacher imparts educa-
tion with passion and energy,
his/her students will have the abil-
ity to bring about positive change
in society; the chief minister
asserted.

Deputy Chief Minister
Dinesh Sharma said that regu-
larisation of educational ses-
sions, exams, timely declaration
of results and exams sans copy-
ing were the achievements of the
Yogi government.

Rahul raps Modi on migrant
crisis, Chinese aggression

Ve 8

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi along with RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav during an
electmn mee mg a H|sua in Nawada d|str|c on Fnday PTI

1,200 km of our land. But
when the Chinese army intrud-
ed, why did our Prime Minister
insult our soldiers by saying
that nobody entered into the
Indian side?”

“The question is, Modi,
when will you throw out the
Chinese soldiers sitting in our
territory;” the Rahul said.

“Don't lie to the people of
Bihar, Modi. Did you give jobs
to people of Bihar? Last elec-
tions, PM promised 2 crore
jobs, no one got them. In pub-
lic, he says I bow my head to
Army, farmers, labourers and
traders. But once he reaches
home, he only works for
Ambani and Adani,” the
Congress leader said.

He also attacked the Centre
over the migrant crisis trig-

Covid-19

14

gered by the pandemic—
induced lockdown, alleging
when workers from Bihar were
being “chased away” from other
States the Prime Minister did
nothing to help them. He
demanded that the Prime
Minister tell people of Bihar
how many jobs he gave them
and when.

A huge gathering was seen
at the Hisua rally venue, with
people also crowding the
roof a college building where it
was held.

RJD’s Yadav, the chief min-
isterial candidate of the
Mahagathbandhan, said the
elections that were under way
will not be fought on the issue
of caste or religion but unem-
ployment and poverty.

Continued on Page 11
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10 cr Covid
tests 1n India

PNS B NEW DELHI

ndia on Friday crossed the

10-crore Covid-19 tests mark
after testing a record nearly
14.50 lakh samples, the highest
in a single day. The Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) said 5 crore samples
were tested in the last 45 days
with an average testing of more
than 10 lakh samples per day
in the last 17 days.

Terming the record testing
as “a positive indication that we
are moving in the right direc-
tion”, Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan, however,
warned that the next three
months are going to be decisive
in determining the coronavirus
situation in the country and
urged people to follow Covid-
appropriate behaviour in the
coming festival season and
winter months.

The Minister said that high
level of comprehensive testing
on a sustained basis has also
resulted in bringing down the
national positivity rate. In the
last 24 hours, 14, 42,722 sam-
ple were tested taking the total
tally to 10,01,13,085.

Vardhan, who reviewed
the Covid-19 preparedness
with the Health and Medical
Education Ministers and other
senior officials of Uttar
Pradesh, also highlighted that
the number of active coron-
avirus cases in the country are

less than 7 lakh and
the doubling rate has increased
to 97.2 days.

He said in the last three

DEATHS RECOVERED

IN INDIA Maharashtra 16,32,544 | 43,015 14,45,103
Andhra Pradesh 8,00,684 6,544 7,62,419
TOTAL Karnataka 7,93,907 10,821 6,93,584
Tamil Nadu 7,03,250 10,858 6,59,432
CASES: 78,10,585 Uttar Pradesh 4,66,060 6,830 4,30,962
'DEATHS: 1,17,010 Kerala 3,77,835 1,282 2,80,793
% Delhi 3,48,404 6,189 3,16,214
RECOVERED: West Bengal 341,426 6,368 298,587
70,09,800 Odisha 2,77,887 1,267 2,59,418
ACT“’E 6,81 ,575 Telangana 2,29,001 1,298 2,07,326
Bihar 2,10,389 1,034 1,98,437
Assam 2,03,709 900 179,843
Rajasthan 1,82,570 1,814 162,981
Chhattisgarh 1,70,130 1,680 143212
Madhya Pradesh | 1,62,178 2,855 150,678
Gujarat 1,65,233 3676 147,672

Kapil Dev suffers heart
attack, on the mend
after critical angioplasty

STAFF REPORTER/PTI H
NEW DELHI

India’s first World Cup-win-
ning cricket captain Kapil
Dev underwent an angioplas-
ty after suffering a heart attack
here on Friday but is “well on
the road to recovery” and like-
ly to be discharged in the next
couple of days.

The 61-year-old, who is
based in Delhi’s Sundar Nagar
area, complained of chest pain
on Thursday following which
he was taken to Fortis Escorts
Heart Institute emergency
department in Okhla.

“Kapil Dev suffered a heart
attack. He was evaluated and an

Record 14.5 lakh

people tested in a
day; recovery rate
now touches 90%

months, the country has seen
significant improvement in the
Covid parameters but next
three months are crucial.

“From recording over
95,000 Covid-19 cases in a
day, they have been substan-
tially reduced to less than
55,000 per day. The recovery
rate of India is nearing 90 per
cent. The Case Fatality Rate
(CFR) is also declining. CFR
stands at 1.51 per cent
and is moving towards the tar-
get of being less than 1 per
cent,” he said.

“For a big State like Uttar
Pradesh, it becomes important
that maximum thrust is given
to simple precautionary mea-
sures which are effective in pre-
venting the spread of the dis-
ease to a large extent like wear-
ing masks/face cover, especial-
ly in public spaces, and fol-
lowing hand and respiratory
etiquettes,” he added.

As many as 15 States and
Union Territories, including
Maharashtra, Kerala,
Chandigarh, Goa, Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
West Bengal and Delhi, are
exhibiting higher Covid-19
positivity rate compared to the
national figure, indicating the
need for higher levels of com-
prehensive testing in these
regions.

Higher testing across wide
regions has resulted in early
identification of positive cases,
prompt tracking through effi-
cient surveillance and tracing,
and timely and effective treat-
ment in homes/facilities and in
hospitals for the severe cases.

These measures in tan-
dem eventually lead to lower
mortality rate, said a senior
official from the Ministry.

emergency coronary angio-
plasty was performed in the
middle of night...Currently, he
is admitted in ICU and under
close supervision of Dr Atul
Mathur. Kapil Dev is stable now
and he is expected to get dis-
charged in a couple of days,” the
hospital said after only men-
tioning chest pain in its initial
statement.

Continued on Page 11

Pak remains in terror
watchdog’s grey list

PTI W ISLAMABAD

Pakistan’s hopes of satisfying
the global watchdog on ter-
ror financing and money laun-
dering, the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF), were
dashed on Friday as it ruled
against taking Pakistan off the
“grey list” and gave February
2021 deadline to comply with
its 27-point action plan.

The decision was taken on
Friday during the virtual ple-
nary meeting of the FATE.

“Since June 2018, Pakistan
made a high-level political
commitment to work with the
FATF and the APG to strength-
en its AML/CFT regime and to
address its strategic counter-
terrorist financing-related defi-

Covid takes shine off Delhi’s
famed Ramleela celebrations

No Ravanass effigies,
light & sound effect
for Ravana Dahan

PTI B NEW DELHI

Citing lack of time for prepa-
rations and pending per-
missions amid Covid-19 pan-
demic, major Ramleela com-
mittees in the city have shelved
burning of Ravana effigies,
while others plan to employ
light and sound effects to recre-

ate “Ravana Dahan” this
Dussehra.

Also the Ramleela Ground
at Red Fort, the hub of
Dussehra festivities attracting
commoners as well as digni-
taries, including the Prime
Ministers and Presidents every
year, will be deserted this
Dussehra.

“We had applied for book-
ing the venue at Ramleela
Maidan about three months
back, but the permission has
not yet been granted by the
Archaeological Survey of India.

It is impossible to celebrate
Dussehra with burning of
Ravana effigy on October 25
this year as there was
no time for preparation due to
Covid-19,” said Ravi Jain
of Shri Dharmik Ramlila
Committee.

Some organisers, however,
are trying their best to celebrate
the day by cutting down on the
scale of festivities as per the
standard operating procedures
for holding big gatherings amid
the pandemic.

Continued on Page 11

ciencies. Pakistan’s continued
political commitment had led
to progress in a number of
areas in its action plan.
“Taking action to identify
and sanction illegal MVTS,
implementing cross-border
currency and BNI controls,
improving international coop-
eration in terrorist financing
cases, passing amendments to
the ATA to increase the sanc-
tioning authority, financial
institutions implementing tar-
geted financial sanctions and
applying sanctions for
AML/CFT violations, and con-
trolling facilities and services
owned or controlled by desig-
nated persons and entities,”
read the FATF decision.
Continued on Page 11
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FEMA CASE: PUNJAB
CM’S SON SUMMONED
New Delhi: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has summoned
Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder
Singh’s son for questioning in
an alleged foreign exchange
violations case, official sources
said on Friday.

DELHI COP ABDUCTED BY
BUS DRIVER FROM ISBT
New Delhi: A Delhi Police
constable was allegedly
abducted by the driver and
attendants of a private bus from
Kashmere Gate area here and
released more than 250 km
away in Uttar Pradesh’s
Firozabad, officials said.
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All PS to have SGRs to assist female

assault victims to speak up

PNS B LUCKNOW

Aiming to encourage sexu-
al assault victims to feel
safe and free to report their
ordeal, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath directed the Police
top brass to build secret glass
rooms (SGRs) in each police
station of the state.

These transparent rooms
will be equipped with all basic
facilities and will enable victims
to speak without hesitation to
female police personnel/offi-
cers.

Inaugurating the Women
Helpdesk at all 1535 police sta-
tions of UP under Mission
Shakti campaign from his
official residence in Lucknow
on Friday, Yogi Adityanath
said that all emergency helpline
numbers (1090, 181, 112, 1076,
1098 and 102) should be
inscribed at Women’s Helpdesk
or secret glass rooms so that
any victim could call in case of
emergency. “However, warning
will also be mandated for those
misusing these numbers,” he
said

The chief minister further
said that respecting women had
to be made a ritual and for this,
Mission Shakti had to be taken
to schools, colleges and other
institutions.

Inaugurating the
Women Helpdesk
at all 1535 police
stations of UP
under Mission
Shakti campaign
from his official
residence in

"\\_'..-4

Lucknow on Friday, Yogi Adityanath
said that all emergency helpline
numbers (1090, 181, 112, 1076, 1098
and 102) should be inscribed at
Women’s Helpdesk or secret glass
rooms so that any victim could call
in case of emergency

“Make people aware of this
during morning prayers and
any cultural events. For this,
liberal women should step for-
ward for getting better results,
he said.

The chief minister said
that a lot had changed during
the week-long Mission Shakti
campaign and the elements
trying to blow incidents out of
proportion were now on the
back foot.

“The UP Police has done a
good job during this period.
Activities of various depart-
ments related to the campaign

and future action plan should
be reviewed by the chief secre-
tary and chief minister’s office;”
he said. The chief minister
said that Mission Shakti should
be taken in a broader context
as it was a campaign to change
people’s thinking and values
towards women.

“This will happen only
when more people join it.
When people from society
connect with governance and
administration of any cam-
paign, the results are definite-
ly better,” he said.

On the occasion, Yogi

Adityanath spoke to some
women and public representa-
tives at Women’s Helpdesks
set up in Noida (Gautam
Buddha Nagar), Agra,
Lucknow, Varanasi and Meerut.

Women representatives
opined that the government
haw committed to protect, hon-
our and make women self-
reliant. They felt that various
steps had brought about a sense
of security and confidence in
women and the process would
be enhanced with the Mission
Shakti campaign.

Earlier, DGP Hitesh
Chandra Awasthi said that the
entire effort was aimed at real-
ising the concept of Mitra
Police and the men in khaki
would leave no stone unturned
in making Uttar Pradesh a
safe state.

The state police chief
informed the chief minister
about the progress of the
Mission Shakti campaign so far.

Meanwhile in Etah, project
officer, programme officer and
Aganwadi workers enlightened
women folks about preven-
tion of child marriage and
legal rights to fight against
this. Women were also
informed about various puni-
tive provisions relating to crime
against women.

SHGs distributing sanitary pads in Gorakhpur

CM orders FIR in
UPGBL, UPCIS
appointments
anomalies

PNS B LUCKNOW

Acceptmg the  Special
Investigation Team’s report on
corruption in appointments in the
Cooperative department during the
previous Samajwadi Party regime,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has
given directions to register an FIR
against the officers and employees
who have been found guilty.

As per the directives, FIR under
various sections of the Indian Penal
Code will be registered in connec-
tion with the appointments of assis-
tant manager (general) and assistant
manager (computer) of Uttar
Pradesh Cooperative Bank (UPCB)
who were appointed in 2015-16.

FIR will also be registered
against the officers and employees
of the then management committee
of UP Cooperative Bank Limited
(UPCBL) and UP Cooperative
Institutional Service Board (UPCIS)
in connection with the anomalies in
appointments on the posts of
manager and assistant/cashier in
2016-17.

The recruitment agency, Axis
Diginet Technologies Private
Limited, will also face the heat as
directions have been issued to reg-
ister an FIR against it.

The chief minister has also
instructed the SIT to submit the
reports of its ongoing investigation
into the appointments of Uttar
Pradesh Warehousing Corporation
(UPWC) in 2013 and Uttar Pradesh

PNS B LUCKNOW

The annual Deepotsav in Ayodhya on
Diwali will not be scaled down due to the
coronavirus pandemic. In fact, it will be held
on a grander scale this year, even though there
will be minimal public participation.

Since this is the first Deepotsav after the
start of Ram temple construction in Ayodhya,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath wants the cel-
ebration to be grander than before.

At a high-level meeting in Lucknow on
Friday, Yogi Adityanath asked the Culture
department brass for a detailed presentation
on Deepotsav.

“The chief minister wants the Deepotsav
this year to be a memorable event. We will
ensure that people see the event virtually
around the globe,” an official said.

Deepotsav was started by the Yogi
Adityanath government at Ayodhya in 2017
which saw residents, volunteers and devotees
coming together and lighting a record num-
ber of 1.76 lakh earthen lamps (diyas).

Last year, Ayodhya created a world record
by lighting 5.51 lakh diyas that earned it a
place in the Guinness Book of World Records.

This year, however, it is unclear whether
the number of lamps being lit would be

city 02

Ayodhya Deepotsav not to bhe
low key e to pandemic

“THE CHIEF MINISTER
WANTS THE DEEPOTSAV
THIS YEAR TO BE A
MEMORABLE EVENT. WE
WILL ENSURE THAT PEOPLE
SEE THE EVENT VIRTUALLY
AROUND THE GLOBE”

eclectic way and installation of LED light
boxes was a near surety.

Made of acrylic sheet, the LED light boxes
would illuminate the area in a new way. Also,
the city roads would witness a stunning life-size
structure depicting ‘Ram Darbar’ on a chariot
with an independent lighting arrangement.

Besides, Ram Darbar would also be set up
at Ram ki Paidi on the Saryu river banks. The
18-feet-tall structure will have carved pillars
and other decorative elements.

The state government has already grant-
ed the status of State Fair to the Deepotsav in
Ayodhya. With the new found status, the
Deepotsav will now be planned by the district
magistrate of Ayodhya.

PNS B LUCKNOW

Officers in Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath’s home district Gorakhpur
initiated a novel move by roping in self-
help groups (SHGs) for distribution of san-
itary napkins through them.

Creation of over 3.71 lakh SHGs
across the state has helped women, includ-
ing thousands of migrants, cater to the
needs of their families with financial self-
reliance.

The message of Mission Shakti got
assimilated with women empowerment
with the Gorakhpur district administration
hitting upon the idea of distribution of san-
itary napkins through women SHGs.

A sanitary napkin manufacturing unit
is running in Gorakhpur Industrial
Development Authority (GIDA) and its
owners have been asked to raise public
awareness in rural/backward areas under

corporate social responsibility (CSR) dur-
ing Mission Shakti campaign that was
launched on the first day of Shardiya
Navratra — October 17.

Nodal officer of Gorakhpur, Manisha
Trigathia, visited the factory and the chief
executive officer of GIDA was directed to
implement gender equality and related
laws and provisions in the units located in
the area.

To promote Mission Shakti in the chief
minister’s home turf, various events were
held, including a webinar organised by the
Department of Women Welfare and Bal
Vikas Sewa Evam Pushtahar. Issues relat-
ing to gender equality, saving women from
domestic violence and dowry harassment
were discussed.

Anganwadi workers coordinated with
ASHA workers and ANMs and spread
awareness among women about gender
equality and their rights. Not only women,

men folks too participated in the event.

The Basic Education department too
organised a webinar on women empow-
erment and teachers were directed to
ensure that women were made aware of
Child Helpline and Women Helpline ser-
vices. Special emphasis was laid on creat-
ing awareness about maintaining hygiene
among women.

The Health department too organised
an awareness meet while the Higher
Education department discussed in detail
self-defence and various legal rights of
women.

Meanwhile, in Mirzapur, an awareness
programme was organised at Reserve
Police Lines where women and girls were
informed about 1090, 1098 and 112
helpline numbers.

It was also decided that one woman
cop would be deployed at every police sta-
tion to receive women complainants.

Cooperative Rural Development
Bank (UPCRDM) in 2015-16 with-

in a month.

increased or not.

Sources said that the UP Tourism depart-
ment was looking to beautify Ayodhya in an

Last year, approximately Rs 1.33 crore
were spent by the state government on
Deepotsav.

Clerics flay

suspension

of bearded cop

PNS W LUCKNOW

lerics of Islamic seminary

Darul Uloom Deoband were
up in arms against SP of Baghpat,
Abhishek Singh for suspending a
Muslim sub-inspector for sport-
ing a beard. Terming the act as
‘wrong, they demanded action
against the SP of Baghpat.

Sub-inpector Intesar Ali post-

ed at Ramala police station in
Bagpat was suspended for refus-
ing to shave his beard despite
three reminders. He was also
asked to take permission as Police
Manual did not allow any person-
nel, except Sikhs, to keep beard.

Ittihad Ulema-e-Hind chief
Maulana Qari Mustafa Dehelvi
said that action was biased and
discriminatory and it should be
condemned.

RFC at Gkp suspended
for 1irregularities

Lucknow (PNS): The Uttar Pradesh government on
Friday suspended Regional Food Controller (RFC) of
Gorakhpur, Rammurti Pandey, for irregularities in award-
ing contracts for transport of food grains for National Food
Security Mission.

On Thursday, the government had cracked the whip
on RFC of Bareilly, Pramod Kumar Srivastava, for irregu-
larities in paddy procurement in the districts in Bareilly
division.

Several representations were made to the RFC
Gorakhpur about irregularities in transport of food grains
which Pandey chose to ignore. The contracts for transport
of food grains were awarded in an opaque manner.

Online Diwali
Mela

Lucknow (PNS): The Uttar
Pradesh government has
organised an Online Diwali
Mela along with FICCI and
EHCP that will continue till
October 25. This online fair
gives the buyers an opportuni-
ty to buy traditional and exclu-
sive ODOP products at afford-
able prices directly from the
artisans or manufacturers. The
exhibition has items of home
decor such as beautiful chan-
deliers, bouquets, crockery,
curtains and wind chimes at
very reasonable prices. This is
a UP government initiative to
make the markets safe from
overcrowding yet give the feel
of a mall at homes (Just click
and register
https://vs.ficci.com/odop),
according to an official com-
munique released on Friday.
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My High school mark sheet
year 2016, roll number
1162652/047 ICSE board, col-
lege PLAY WAY ENGLISH
SCHOOL, District fatehpur up,
was lost. | have many attempt
to search every where but not
found. DEVANSH PATEL s/o
Rajesh kumar R/o vill.
madaripur po. kandhi district.
fatehpur UP

| NOTICE

Ta wham it may concem, Infigrm fo all that
my daughber's nama Ku. Anal daie of birth
0BMG/1906, Sor's name Abhishek Kumar
date of bith 2206/1999 wrongly men-
tioned in my army records ba be cormect and
recognize as daughtars achual name Anjal
Yadav (DSDGM996), Son's aclual name
Abhihel Smgh Yadaw|2Z208/2002) and
wife's actual name Shobha Devi. Uma
Shankar Slo Saru Prasad Orijinal Address
will. Bairy Kheda, Post kofiya Gunir, tahsd
Bindid, District fatehpur, Current Address
Prathvvi Puram, Caty Fatehour,

BSP all set to play Dalit card in RS polls

PNS B LUCKNOW

Bahujan Samaj Party chief
Mayawati is all set to play
the Dalit card in the ongoing
Rajya Sabha biennial elections
by fielding her party’s candi-
date.

The BSP has just 19 MLAs
in the 403-member UP
Assembly but still it has cleared
the name of party’s national
coordinator Ramji Gautam for
the tenth Rajya Sabha seat
from UP.

According to sources in the
party, the candidature of
Gautam was finalised in a
meeting of party MLAs on
Thursday.

“We have taken a nomina-
tion paper for Ramji Gautam
with the signatures of 10 MLAs
and he will file his nomination
on Monday,” a BSP leader said
on condition of anonymity.

The Assembly secretariat
confirmed that a nomination
paper was collected in the
name of Ramji Gautam.

Sources said Gautam was
likely to file his nomination
papers on October 26.

The election is scheduled
for November 9. According to
sources in the BSP, Gautam’s
selection is crucial as he
belongs to the Dalit communi-
ty; a vote bank which Mayawati
needs to consolidate her party’s
position before the next UP
Assembly elections.

However, the BSP, which
won 19 seats in 2017 UP
Assembly polls, now has an
effective strength of 15. Three
BSP MLAs — Anil Singh,
Ramvir Upadhyay and
Mohammed Aslam Raini —
have rebelled against the party
and are openly supporting the
Bharatiya Janata Party while
another legislator, Mukhtar
Ansari, is in jail.

According to an Assembly
secretariat official, at present
there are 395 MLAs and it is
necessary to secure votes of
around 37 members to win a
Rajya Sabha seat from UP.

The ruling BJP, having 304
members in the UP Assembly,
is set to win eight to nine seats,
and the main opposition
Samajwadi Party with 48 MLAs
will easily secure one seat.

-
The Apna Dal has nine

members, the Suheldev
Bharatiya Samaj Party four
and five MLAs are
Independents.

Interestingly, against 37
votes needed to win a Rajya
Sabha seat, the BSP has only 15.
Sources in the party said the
BSP game plan was to corner
the other opposition parties.

The Samajwadi Party will
be left with 10 surplus votes
after getting its candidate, Prof
Ram Gopal Yadav, elected and
the Congress has an effective
strength of five legislators. Two
of its MLAs, Aditi Singh and
Rakesh Singh, have already
revolted against the party.

“By fielding a candidate,
the BSP leadership will ask the
opposition parties to support
its Dalit candidate and if they

refuse, their anti-Dalit mental-
ity will stand exposed,” said a
party functionary.

“Parties like Congress and
Suheldev Bharatiya Samaj Party
do not have the numbers and
the Samajwadi Party too with
its present strength is not in a
position to get its second can-
didate elected. If they all want
to stop the BJP, they will have
to support us though we have
not yet held any discussion
with them”, the BSP leader
added.

Ramji Gautam, was named
the BSP national coordinator in
June 2019. He worked at a pri-
vate firm as a chemical engi-
neer before joining the party in
2015. Currently, he runs a
business of pesticides and agri-
culture-related chemicals and
belongs to Lakhimpur Kheri
district.

It may be mentioned that
among the 10 Rajya Sabha
seats from Uttar Pradesh falling
vacant on November 25, the
BJP held three, Samajwadi
Party four, Bahujan Samaj Party
two and the Congress one.

The 10 retiring members
are Union minister Hardeep
Singh Puri, Arun Singh and
Neeraj Shekhar of the BJP;
Chandrapal Singh Yadav, Ram
Gopal Yadav, Ram Prakash
Verma and Javed Ali Khan of
the SP; Rajaram and Veer Singh
of the BSP; and Panna Lal
Punia of the Congress.

Prasada launches campaign to
woo Brahmin for Congress

PNS B LUCKNOW

Desperate to find a foothold
in Uttar Pradesh, once its
bastion bulldozed by political
parties pursuing caste based
identity politics, the Congress
is gearing up to woo Brahmins
with the ultimate objective of
exploiting the caste fault lines
in the state.

With this in mind, former
Union minister of state Jatin
Prasada had launched the
Brahmin Chetna Parishad in
July.

The Congress leader has
now announced to intensify the
‘woo Brahmin campaign” and
constitute T-20 teams in all the
75 districts of the state.

The Chetna Parishad has
also decided to constitute an
advisory committee in which
retired bureaucrats will also be
included. Presently retired IPS
officer VP Mishra is the chair-
man of the Brahmin Chetna
Parishad. Earlier this week, the
Brahmin Chetna Parishad had
announced the appointment of
district presidents for 25 dis-
tricts.

According to Brahmin
Chetna Parishad, all the district
presidents are young and they
have been asked to make them-
selves available 24x7 for help-
ing the community.

The T-20 team, according
to Jatin Prasada, will extend
legal assistance to the Brahmin
families facing persecution and
coercion from the state author-
ities.

He said the Brahmin
Chetna Parishad along with the
T-20 team was “giving a voice”
to the Brahmin community,
which was being “systematical-
ly targeted” in the Yogi
Adityanath rule.

“Since the Adityanath gov-
ernment came to powet, crimes
against Brahmins have
increased manifold. They are
being killed, and they are not
being given any justice,” he said.

Moreover, Prasada claimed
that Brahmins were the most

targeted community, even
more than the oppressed castes
in the state.

“At the moment, data tells
us that Brahmin killings are
disproportionately high, more
than of members of other
castes,” he claimed. Prasada,
who served as Minister of State
for Human Resource
Development and held a num-
ber of other portfolios in the
Manmohan Singh-led United
Progressive Alliance govern-
ments, said the Yogi govern-
ment had meted out “step-
motherly” treatment to
Brahmins.

As the UP Assembly elec-
tions are little over a year away,
the opposition parties are vying
with each other to woo
Brahmins, who constitute near-
ly 12 percent of the state’s pop-
ulation.

The Samajwadi Party is
projecting its Brahmin leaders
Abhishek Mishra and Manoj
Pandey while the Bahujan
Samaj Party has also intensified
its efforts to revive its Sarva
Samaj campaign.

The BSP, during the 2007
UP Assembly election, had
gone to the polls with an inclu-
sive agenda. The gamble paid
rich dividends and the BSP was
voted to power with a clear
majority.

Two commit suicide in Banda

POLICE RECOVER MURDER WEAPON

After the arrest of prime accused and

PNS B LUCKNOW

Out on bail in a criminal case, a 45-year-
old man ended his life by hanging
himself at his house in Mahuta village in
Banda district on Thursday.

As per reports, Saurabh Shukla was
accused in 10 cases, including kidnapping,
and was lodged in Chitrakoot Jail. He man-
aged to walk out of the prison after
procuring a bail in a kidnapping case last
week.

However, on Thursday, the history-
sheeter’s body was found hanging from a
ceiling fan at his house.

Shukla’s wife Rani told the police that
he needed money to contest his case and
wanted to sell a property over which there
was a dispute.

In another incident reported from
Banda, an unidentified man was found
hanging from a tree in a forest area near
Ken river on Thursday. On being
informed, the police sent the body for
autopsy.

While no suicide note was
recovered from the spot, the police were
trying to ascertain the identity of the
deceased and the motive behind the
death.

Bharatiya Janata Party leader Dhirendra
Pratap Singh in the shooting incident at
Ballia recently, the police managed to
recover the murder weapon, a licensed
revolver, from his native Durjanpur ham-
let on Friday. Arrested by the Special Task
Force (STF) from Lucknow on Sunday,
Dhirendra Pratap Singh is presently on
police remand.

Singh opened fire in the presence of
a sub-divisional magistrate and a circle offi-
cer at Durjanpur during a meeting in
which ration shops were to be allotted. His
rival Jai Prakash alias Gama Pal died, while
several persons from both sides were
injured in the incident.

E-Tender Notice No.: SIG/WS/Contract/544
Dy. Chief Signal & Telecomm Engineer/Construction/North Central Railway/Prayagraj, GM Office, Betwa

Building, Subedarganj, Prayagraj for and on behalf of President of India invites E-tenders on the prescribed form
upto 15.00 Hrs. on 05.11.2020 for the under noted work, which will be opened on the same day at 15.00 Hrs.

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

Date: 13.10.2020

division of North Central Railway.

connection with modification in Electronic Interlocking
for closure of LC gate in connection with construction
of ROB/RUB in Kanpur-Tundla section of Prayagraj

Approx. cost Earnest
Tender No. & Name of Work of work @) Money (%)
SIG/WS/Contract/544: Indoor & outdoor work in 5,41,22,558.92 4,20,600/-

(Rs. Five Crore Forty One
Lacs Twenty Two Thousand
Five Hundred Fifty Eight
& Paise Ninety Two Only)

(Rs. Four Lacs
Twenty Thousand
Six Hundred
Only)

@ North central railways

Cost of Tender form: ¥ /-, Completion period: 18 months, Date & time of closing/opening of tender: upto
05.11.2020, 15.00 Hrs. and will be opened at 15.00 Hrs. on the same day. Website particulars and Notice
Board location where complete details of tender can be seen: Website www.ireps.gov.in, Notice Board
provided in the office of the Dy Chief Signal & Telecomm Engineer/Construction/North Central Railway/
Prayagraj, GM Office, Betwa Building, Subedarganj, Prayagraj.

www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in

1130120 (R)
W @ CPRONCR

Although every possible care and caution has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is being sold on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, and printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any
damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication or not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Lucknow only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before respond-
ing to any contents published in this newspaper. The printer, publisher, editor and any employee of the Pioneer Group’s will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products & services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisements.

Printed and Published by Vijay Prakash Singh for and on behalf of CMYK Printech Ltd., 4th Floor, Sahara Shopping Centre, Faizabad Road, Lucknow-226016 and Printed at Tin Tin Printech Pvt Ltd., C-33 Amausi Industrial Area, Nadarganj, Lucknow. Editor: Chandan Mitra. Resident
Editor: Vijay Prakash Singh. RNI No. 2016/57. Lucknow Telephones: EPABX: 4036600 Fax: 2345582. Allahabad Office: (0532) 2420818, 2421018, 3290460. Kanpur Office: (0512) 2304006, 2304416. Varanasi Office: (0542) 2414294, 2414295. Delhi Office: No. 6, Behind Gulab Bhawan,
Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110 002, Phone: 011-40110455. Communication Office: F-31, Sector 6, NOIDA, Gautam Budh Nagar-201301, U.P. Phone: 0120-4879800 & 4879900




& the pioneer

LUCKNOW | SATURDAY | OCTOBER 24, 2020

Govid-19: Over 10L houses
covered under surveillance

PNS B LUCKNOW

As many as 10,95,013 hous-
es in Lucknow district
have been covered by the sur-
veillance teams for coron-
avirus under containment
activities. According to a
senior official at CMO office,
47,92,332 persons have been
covered under surveillance.
However, the figures are inclu-
sive of repeat visits to houses
made by the surveillance
teams, as there are many con-
tainment zones which the
teams visit off and on. The
focus is more on RT-PCR
tests and surveillance was
being done by health teams
that are generating data of the
persons covered.

A feedback from some of
the Covid patients in Lucknow
has revealed that it took them
over a month to test negative
after getting infected. A gov-
ernment employee said he
had tested positive for coron-
avirus on September 3 and got
rid of it only on October 2
even as the infection affected
his lungs.

“I had opted for home iso-
lation and am facing breathing
problems after testing nega-
tive, and it took me almost a
month to test negative,” he
said. Nodal officer for Covid-
19 Dr D Himanshu from
KGMU said there were many
such patients who took a
longer time than usual to test
negative after getting infected.

“There have been some
patients who became asymp-
tomatic but their test reports
came out positive, and some of
the patients took up to three
months to get rid of the virus.
At KGMU, we have seen
patients who tested negative in

PNS B LUCKNOW

A 8 many as 252 persons
tested positive for coron-

avirus in the city on Friday as
the virus graph appears to be
plateauing in the state capital.
Besides, 319 patients recov-
ered, taking the recovery fig-
ures to 56,944. The death total
stands at 845.

A senior official at CMO
office said the new patients
included 28 from Gomtinagar,
25 from Rae Bareli road, 20
from Indiranagar, 14 each
from Talkatora & Aliganj, 11

from Ashiyana, and 10 each
from Hazratganj, Vikasnagar
& Chinhat.

There were 14 deaths in
the city and the deceased
included three from Lucknow
and 11 belonged to other dis-
tricts such as Rae Bareli,
Muzaffarnagar, Sitapur,
Gonda, Shahjahanpur,
Balrampur, Maharajganj, Basti
and Hardoi.

Across the state, 2,298
persons tested positive, includ-
ing 150 from Prayagraj, 99
from Gorakhpur, 132 from
Gautam Buddhnagar and 128

252 test positive, 319 recover

from Varanasi, taking the UP
tally to 4,66,060. There were 40
deaths in the state, including
10 in Meerut, three in Kanpur,
two each in Prayagraj,
Gorakhpur & Ghazipur, and
one each in Aligarh, Ayodhya,
Barabanki, Lakhimpur Kheri,
Muzaffarnagar, Jaunpur,
Hardoi, Gonda, Sultanpur,
Mirzapur, Etah & Banda, tak-
ing the toll to 6,830.

Besides, 3,025 patients
recovered, taking the recovery
figures to 4,30,962, while the
active cases in the state are
28,268.

about 20 days,” he said.

“The reason for long time
taken by patients to test neg-
ative is that although the virus
is dead, the test picks up
nucleic acid which stays for a
long time in a dead virus and
hence patients keep testing
positive. The viability of the
dead virus is very difficult to
determine and can be done
only in BSL-4 labs. A study
was done in Korea and it was
discovered that most of them
were dead viruses. It is advis-
able that one should not go for
a re-test because it can keep
catching dead virus for three
months,” he said.

He further said that
chronic fatigue syndrome is
seen in patients who have
recovered from coronavirus.
“Patients feel severe fatigue for
a period of three months and
this is very well documented.
It is not age-dependent and
even those who had mild
symptoms have reported
fatigue for a long time,” he

pointed out. However, he
added that in most of the
cases, it was seen that it was
improving on its own. “Even in
case of the lung problems, we
have seen that it is improving
on its own like any viral infec-
tion, although it takes time;” he
said.

Meanwhile, People’s
Health Organization secre-
tary Dr Ishwar Gilada said get-
ting past the peak was impor-
tant even though there could
be a second wave as seen in
several European countries.

“With India being a vast
country, some states may have
peaks in different phases. The
fresh surge in Kerala cases
post-Onam is a lesson to be
learnt for the rest of India as
far as the Dussehra and Diwali
season is concerned. We can
ill-afford to let our guards
down. Wearing masks and
ensuring social distancing is
the key till we have a vaccine
or cure, or both. Decline in
number of deaths is seen after

two weeks as patients will
recover and some will die too.
Hence, deaths during this
month are important to
observe,” he said. He further
said that the global scientific
community endorsed PHO
views that India got past the
peak in mid-September.

“After over eight months,
People’s Health Organization
(India) came to a conclusion
that India finally achieved the
first important goal, on
September 16-17. A presenta-
tion by PHO to this effect titled
‘Positioning of India in Global
Covid-19 Scenario’ was made
at a virtual conference on “The
COVID-19 impact on Science,
organised by the Geneva-based
World Federation of Scientists
(WFES). Conference chairman
Dr Franco Buonaguro from
Naples (Italy) and chairperson
of Permanent Monitoring
Panel (PMP) on Infectious
Diseases and Cancers at the
WES endorsed our views,” he
said.

Special fogging
drive to check
dengue spread

PNS B LUCKNOW

With the number of dengue cases increas-
ing in the city, Lucknow Municipal
Corporation started a special fogging
exercise with 32 machines on Friday.

A senior LMC official said extensive
fogging would be carried out in affected
areas such as Khadra, Faizullahganj,
Aliganj and nearby localities. The vehi-
cles were flagged off from Purania cross-
ing by Municipal Commissioner Ajay
Kumar Dwivedi and the fogging was car-
ried out for a couple of hours. The offi-
cial said that as per the list provided by
the Health department, maximum cases
were found in Indiranagar, Takrohi,
Kalyanpur, Vineet Khand, Vinamra
Khand, Vastu Khand, Triveninagar,
Khadra, Vikasnagar, Balaganj, Chowk,
Alambagh, Telibagh and Chinhat,
Jankipuram. More than two dengue
patients have been found in each of

these areas.

“These vehicles will be carrying out
fogging in three rounds for 5-6 hours daily
and hence 200 hours of fogging will be
done to curb the spread of dengue. The
Health department will be carrying out
anti-larval activity; the official said.

Effigies of Ravana being prepared in Daligan] ahead of Dussehra Pioneer

Obeisance being paid to Goddess Durga at a park in front of LMC headquarters on Friday

Pioneer

Plumber hangs
self in house

Lucknow (PNS): A 32-year-old
plumber, identified as Arun
Kumar alias Monu of Gauri
Bazaar-2 under Sarojininagar
police station, hanged himself
in his house on Friday.
However, no suicide was recov-
ered from the place. His father
Kishan Lal spotted the body
hanging from the ceiling and
raised an alarm. Neighbours
rushed to the scene and the
body was brought down in the
presence of police.

Arun lived with his parents,
wife and two sons. Police said
only Arun’s father was in the
house when he committed sui-
cide on the intervening night of
Thursday and Friday, as his
mother, wife their children
were out of station. Kishan Lal
said his son had dinner with
him on Thursday and went to
sleep in his room. Police said
they were trying to find out why
Arun ended his life.

Meanwhile, police arrested
a youth for allegedly threaten-
ing a woman to set her house
on fire. The incident took place
at Kewali village in Gosainganj
on October 19. The accused
was identified as Ahmed Ali
(24) while the complainant as
Sufia Bano. It was alleged that
the motive was to terrorise the
woman over ‘mohalla’ poli-
tics. She lodged a complaint on
October 20. She also accused
him trying to grab her proper-
ty. The police swung into action
after a case was registered in
this connection. Initially, the
police were unable to trace his
whereabouts, but he was picked
up from Bastauli crossing in
Gosainganj on Friday morning.

Min naugurates several

facilities at KGMU

PNS B LUCKNOW

With an aim to provide bet-
ter facilities to patients,

faculty members and students,
Medical Education Minister
Suresh Khanna inaugurated
several projects at King
George’s Medical University
on Friday. The total cost of the
projects inaugurated was Rs
92.35 crore.

Speaking on the occasion,
the minister said that the gov-
ernment was committed to
providing the best of healthcare
services to people of the state.

He said under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, the government
was developing multiple tertiary
medical services throughout
the state. He said KGMU has
made significant contribution
on all fronts starting from lab
testing, enhanced ICU facilities
on campus and a modern

Covid hospital. KGMU Vice-
Chancellor Dr Bipin Puri said
they had developed a virtual
ICU system and was connect-
ing 58 L-2 healthcare facilities.

Faculty and employee res-
idential complex, developed
by Awas Vikas Parishad at a
cost of Rs 22 crore and a 100-
bed MCH wing of Queen
Mary’s Hospital, developed by
Rajkiya Nirman Nigam at a
cost of Rs 23 crore were inau-
gurated by the minister. A gas
plant and pipe facility devel-
oped by Rajkiya Nirman
Nigam at a cost of Rs 27 crore
and the foot overbridge con-
necting QMH to main KGMU
campus were developed by Jal
Nigam.

Meanwhile, the research
cell of KGMU organised the
annual ‘Research Showcase’ at
Selby Hall on Friday. ‘Research
Showcase’ is organised annually
where the projects published as

well as ongoing research works
of KGMU are displayed.
Faculty incharge, research
cell, RK Garg presented the
research report of KGMU.
Various research awards were
given away to the faculty mem-
bers and students. Dr
Mohammed Kaleem Ahmad
from the department of bio-
chemistry received the ‘Prof
Dhavendra Kumar Young
Investigator Gold Medal’ for
the year 2018-19. Dr Vishal
Gupta from department of sur-
gical gastroenterology received
the ‘Eminence of Research
Award’ for his publication in
the highest-impact factor jour-
nal. A total of 31 faculty mem-
bers and two students received
‘Eminence in Research’ awards.
Dr Alka Singh, who complet-
ed PhD under the guidance of
RN. Srivastava from depart-
ment of orthopaedic surgery,
received the best thesis award.

15-yr-old
clutches

PNS B LUCKNOW

Police rescued a 15-year-old
girl from the clutches of
kidnappers on Friday. A native
of Hazurpur in Bahraich, the
girl lives with her parents in
Vibhuti Khand area of
Gomtinagar. She was kid-
napped by unidentified per-
sons on October 21 evening.

Her father lodged a com-
plaint at Vibhuti Khand police
station alleging that his daugh-
ter was kidnapped and taken
away to some unknown place.
However, he said he received

girl rescued from
of kidnappers

no ransom call for her safe
release. The police swung into
action and sought the help of
informers. The location of the
victim was traced with the
help of electronic surveillance.
A raid was conducted at the
hideout in Ghazipur area but
the kidnappers had escaped,
abandoning the girl there.

The girl was rescued and
handed over to her parents
after medical examination on
Friday evening.

Meanwhile, a youth, iden-
tified as Deepak Gautam, a
resident of New Hyderganj

and history-sheeter of
Talkatora police station, was
picked up near a school in
Thakurganj area late Thursday
night.

A country-made pistol,
three live cartridges and two
empty shells were recovered
from his possession. Gautam
told the police that he was
going to meet the members of
his gang who had assembled at
an isolated place near the
school to decide on their next
strike. The gang members fled
the scene while Deepak was
arrested.

Youth team from IWS
focusing on SDGs

PNS B LUCKNOW

Ayouth team from Institute
for Wildlife Sciences,
Lucknow University, submitted
a project report focusing on
sustainable development goals
(SDGs) under Regional Centre
of Expertise in Education for
Sustainable Development
Goals to Western Sydney
University in Australia.

The team comprising five
students is headed by two pro-
ject heads, Asif Ahmad
Siddiqui and Ruchira Nigam.
The group is formally guided
by Amita Kanaujia from
Lucknow University and Preeti
R Kanaujia from CEE (north
regional cell).

Project coordinator of the
initiative Preeti R Kanaujia
said they had taken up the
Daliganj slum area and LU as
area of their work for sensiti-
sation about SDGs in 2020 with
prime focus on SDG-6, which
is clean water and sanitation.

“The team took the initial
survey to know more about
these areas as well as problems
of the resident members. Due
to this pandemic, they have
shifted their work on digital
platform as Facebook,
Instagram page and website

called ‘PRAYAS, where the
outreach is about 25,000 views,
with 50,000 people directly
reaching that can be considered
to be good outcome in a short
time by the whole team.
People’s involvement, public
views, likes, comments and
handprint actions upon SDGs
and youth connected through
various acts were the main
highlights of this initiative,” she
said. She added that the pro-
ject’s duration was from
January to November, with
two phases that connected
approximately 85,000 youth
and community members.

“The final outcomes of the
initiative will be submitted for
the final evaluation of Asia-
Pacific RCE SDG Youth
Challenge-2020 in the first
week of November, as per
guidelines by Brittany
Hardiman Coordinator RCE
SDG Youth Challenge
Initiative, Western Sydney
University. The sustainable
development goals, also known
as global goals, are a universal
call to action to end poverty,
protect the planet and many
steps which ensure that all
people enjoy peace and pros-
perity by the United Nations,”
she said.

‘Moral education necessary for boys, girls’

PNS B LUCKNOW

GPGIMS, under the direc-

tives of UP government,
organised a programme on
‘Rights and safety of women
in the workplace’ under the
ongoing Women
Empowerment Week. The
programme was conducted
through video-conferencing
under the guidance of
SGPGIMS director Dr RK
Dhiman.

Governor Anandiben
Patel participated in the pro-
gramme by sending a video

message. She said it was the
vision and commitment of the
Central and state govern-
ments to take measures for
safety of women and to make
them economically indepen-
dent.

“Most of the exploitation
against women is in respect to
their social rights and because
they are economically crip-
pled,” she said. She laid stress
on the moral education for
both boys and girls.

Executive registrar,
SGPGIL, Dr Soniya Nityanand
introduced the speakers,

including additional direc-
tor-general MS Renuka
Mishra and representative
faculty, doctors and nursing
staff from the institute and
outside. Participants from
more than 50 medical colleges
took part in the programme
through video-conferencing.
Dr Dhiman emphasised on
the need and importance of
free primary education for
girls.

Former dean and head of
obstetrics and gynaecology
department (KGMU) Dr
Vinita Das said that an edu-

cated and self-dependent
woman could play a major
role in solving many social
problems that exist today.
Pediatrician Dr Piyali
Bhattacharya said that it was
important for working
women to recognise their
rights.

Chairperson of SGPGI’s
Vishakha Cell Dr Sarita
Agarwal discussed the proce-
dures which exist and which
are required to ensure safety
and well-being of women
working at all levels in hos-
pitals and healthcare settings.

LDA VC removed, DM
takes addl charge

PNS B LUCKNOW

The state government on
Friday removed Shivakant
Dwivedi as the vice-chair-
person  of  Lucknow
Development Authority.
District Magistrate Abhishek
Prakash was handed over the
additional charge. Listing his
priorities, he said he would be
working to see that all the
benefits of the government

schemes reached people. “The
complaints of general public
will be qualitatively resolved
at the earliest and ‘zero toler-
ance’ policy will be adopted
against illegal constructions,’
he said.

Asked about the LDA
projects which have been
pending for a long time, he
said the schemes for the wel-
fare of the people would be
taken up promptly.

Singh appointed subject expert of ER&WWM

PNS B LUCKNOW

ean of Academic Affairs,

Babasaheb Bhimrao
Ambedkar University, Rana
Pratap Singh has been nom-
inated as the subject expert of
Energy, Water, Waste
Management (ER&WWM)
under Scheme-B (WSOS-B)
Women Scientist Scheme
(WOS).

This is a flagship scheme
under programme KIRAN
(Knowledge Involvement in
Research Advancement
Through Nurturing), run by
DST. “Under this scheme,

women scientists are being
encouraged to pursue
research in frontier areas of
science and engineering on
problems of societal
relevance and to take up sci-
ence and technology-based
internship, followed by self-
employment. Singh, being a
subject expert in this com-
mittee, will have the respon-
sibility for examining, review-
ing and commenting on var-

ious projects and
programmes under the
scheme,” the BBAU

spokesperson said.
Meanwhile, the placement

cell of Babasaheb Bhimrao
Ambedkar University has
arranged campus placement
and internship opportunities
for the students of mechani-
cal engineering in a private
company.

“Students selected for the
job will be given a package of
Rs 4.5 lakh per annum.
Second and third year
mechanical engineering stu-
dents can apply for internship
programme in the company.
The students selected for
internship will be given a
stipend of Rs 15,000 per
month,” she said.

PhD entrance exam results declared

PNS B LUCKNOW

Lucknow University declared
the provisional merit list of
PhD entrance exams for the
academic year 2019-2020 .

Spokesperson Durgesh
Srivastava said a total of 5,261
students applied for admis-
sion to the PhD programmes of
LU and 3,760 of them turned
up for the written tests held in
March and September.

“As many as 1,649 stu-
dents were invited to appear for
interviews based on their per-
formance out of 70 marks in
the written tests. A total of

1,422 students appeared for the
interviews and given scores
based on their interview per-
formance out of 30 marks.
Candidates have been ranked
based on their cumulative
marks obtained in the written

test and interview, Srivastava
said. Ranks have been assigned
only to those candidates who
appeared in written tests and
interview and were found eli-
gible in the subjects they
applied for. “A subject-wise
cut-off list will be released
soon. All admissions are pro-
visional and subject to verifi-
cation of documents at the time
of reporting in the depart-
ment. Interviews for Home
Science and Computer Science
departments will be held later,
information of which will be
provided accordingly,” he
added.
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CM inaugurates Mahila Help Desk

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M VARANASI

Chief Minister Yogi
Aditynath on Friday inau-
gurated the ‘Mahila Help DesK
at Chowk police station virtu-
ally as a part of Mission Shakti.
It is pointed out that the CM
had on October 17 launched
Mission Shakti, a six-month
drive to ensure safety and secu-
rity of women and children.

The helpline number of
Mabhila help desk of Chowk
police station is 7839556997.
The helpline numbers of vari-
ous help desks are- 1019
(helpline), 181 (Mahila
helpline), 1076 (CM helpline),
112 (police emergency centre),
1098 (childline) and 102
(health services). These num-
bers have been displayed at all
police stations.

The CM started Mahila
Help Desk at as many as 1,535
police stations of the state and
in this order; he inaugurated
the same at Chowk police sta-
tion of Varanasi through video
conferencing. He held a dia-
logue with the Principal of
Saraswati College Girisha
Singh. The women and girls are
facing challenges not only out-
side but also at homes the CM
said and asked the police offi-

Women’s Help Desk starts working at Chowk police station in Varanasi on Friday

cers to make women and girls
aware about violence against
them.

This is a mega drive of
inter-departmental coordina-
tion of 24 departments and it
has so far yielded positive
results with the involvement of
various social organisations,
social workers and veterans.
The aim to start the help desk
is to check the crime against
women effectively and ascer-
tain action against criminals
subsequently so as the miscre-
ants could not muster courage
to commit such crime further.

The CM directed the police

officers to ensure the rapid
redressal of complaints to be
received on this helpline num-
ber with maintaining the secre-
cy of complainants. “This ini-
tiative aims to ensure no delay
in filing the complaint, he
added. Each help desk will
have a female police officer so
that the complainant could feel
comfort while lodging com-
plaints. This help desk will
work 24x7 hours. After the
police stations, the help desks
will be opened at tehsils, indus-
trial establishments, schools
and colleges under the next
phase where the female cops

will hear the complaint, the CM
informed.

The Minister Dr Neelkanth
Tiwari and ADG Braj Bhushan,
Divisional Commissioner
Deepak Agrawal, IG Vijay
Singh Meena, DM Kaushal Raj
Sharma and SSP Amit Pathak
were also present on the occa-
sion.

The help desks were inau-
gurated at all 27 police stations
of the district. And in this
order, it was also opened at
Shivpur police station. The
Zila Panchayat Chairperson
Aprajita Sonkar inaugurated it
and appealed to the women
and girls to put their problems
without fear and then their
problems could be addressed.
The help desk will be a first
point of contact for the women
who want to lodge complaints
at police stations and the com-
plaint will be lodged and
addressed on time, the CO,
Cantt Abhimaynu Manglik
said. It will help the women to
put their problem to a police
officer without any hesitation
and fear and moreover, the
identification of women will be
kept secret. The social worker
and gynecologist Dr Shipra
Dhar said was also present on
the occasion.

Durga Puja hegins amidst
COVID-19 restrictions

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M VARANASI

With the installation of
idols and kalash at all the
puja pandals, Durga Puja began
in this popularly known ‘Mini
Kolkata here on the auspicious
occasion of Saptami here on
Friday. Though Durga Puja
was already started at some
places where idols/ kalash were
installed either on the first day
of Navratra or Panchmi and
Shasthi, at majority of places
the puja began amidst all tra-
ditional gaiety and religious fer-
vour here on Friday, though
due to COVID-19 restrictions,
grandeur of Durja Puja is miss-
ing as a large number of peo-
ple avoided to visit the pandals
as they did in the past.

In the district, as many as
307 pandals have been set up
apart from installation of
Kalash Puja at 116 places. In
the city area, a large number of
pandals have been set up in
Sigra, Dashasamedh, Chowk,
Chetganj, Luxa and some other
areas while in rural areas at
Rohania, Cholapur and
Choubeypur. Due to COVID-
19 restrictions, the massive
lighting arrangements were
not made on roads this time as
the pandals were set up in the
lanes, instead of main roads.

Due to restrictions and
delay in taking decisions by the
government to allow the puja

Puja being offered to idol of Goddess Durga at SB Durgotsav Samiti, Bulanala in

Varanasi on Friday
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committees to install pandals/
idols, many leading samitis
could not have sufficient time
to make their preparations so
that they either installed small
pandals or decided to maintain
tradition by just doing kalash
puja.

Earlier, Vice-Chancellor
Prof Rakesh Bhatnagar offered
Kalash Puja at Durga Puja
pandal at Madhivan in Banaras
Hindu University (BHU) on
Thursday. In view of the coro-
navirus pandemic, the univer-
sity had decided to install only
kalash this time, instead of the
idol of Goddess Durga. On the
occasion, president of Puja
Organising Committee Prof
NC Karmakar, Prof JB Roy, BK

Ganguli, BK Ghosh, Bhaskar
Chatterjee, Murtuja Alam,
Sandeep Sand, Candan Baroi,
Pinaki Sanyal, Khokan Jana
Meena Das Swati Viswas and
many others were also present.

DEVOTEES THRONG
KALRATRI DEVI TEMPLE:
Amidst tight security arrange-
ments, hundreds of devotees
offered prayer at Kalratri Devi
temple at Kalika Gali in
Dashaswamedh area on the
occasion of the seventh day of
Shardiya Navratra here on
Friday. As the temple is near
the red zone of Kashi
Vishwanath temple, tight secu-
rity arrangements were made to
avoid any untoward incident
and check the rush of people

apart from ensuring compli-
ance of COVID-19 guidelines.

This holy city has separate
temples of all the nine Devis
and nine Gauris where the
devotees offer prayer on differ-
ent days during Shardiya and
Vasantik Navratras respective-
ly. As most of the temples of
nine incarnations of Goddess
Durga are located in old city
areas near the banks of river
Ganga, they often see a good
rush of local residents. Right
from the morning hours, the
devotees started reaching there
to offer prayer at Kalratri Devi
temple.

Besides, rush was also seen
at Durga Mandir areas as usual
as the devotees were seen in
long queues to offer prayers.
Rush was also seen at nearby
shops to purchase various puja
articles including chunaris,
sweets, coconuts, sindur and
others as the devotees would
use the same in their Asthmi
puja on Saturday. Apart from
this, a good number of families
also visited the famous Sheetla
Mata Mandir located near
Varanasi-Mirzapur border at
Adalpura and old Durga
Mandir at Ramnagar.
Hundreds of devotees through
various vehicles also rushed to
Vindhyachal in Mirzapur dis-
trict to offer prayer during the
auspicious occasion Navratra at
Maa Vindyavasini Devi.

114 COVID-19 patients found

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M VARANASI

As many as 114 new
COVID-19 patients have
been detected in the district on
Friday, increasing the total
number of cases to 16,238.
The day also saw one more
death, increasing the toll to 259.
During the day, the follow-up
negative reports included 128
patients and all of them have
been recovered from home
isolation, increasing the num-
ber t012,381 as none of the
patients has been discharged
from the hospital, the number
recovered cases from the hos-
pitals remained at 2,792. The
total number of patients who
have been recovered so far is
15,173, leaving 806 active cases.
The recovery rate has improved

to 93.44 per cent and mortali-
ty rate to 1.59 per cent.

Meanwhile, Chief Medical
Officer (CMO) Dr. VB Singh
has informed that in the first
report of the day, 84 positive
patients were found out of
2,548 reports received. Till
then, the total test reports
received were 2,98,064 and the
results of 2,312 are awaited. Out
of them, 2,81,856 were negative
while 16,208 positive. The total
number of samples collected
was 3,14,781. With the addition
of two new red zones, the total
number of hotspots has
increased to 2,261 including
249 red zones. Four green
zones have been converted
into red zones again. There are
2,012 green zones with a new
one.

Earlier, under ongoing
mass/ group antigen tests, all
275 tests at Shree Shiv Prasad
Gupta (SSPG) Hospital,
Kabirchaura, 199 at adjacent
Government Women’s
Hospital, 56 at CHC Shivpur
and 45 at Swami Vivekanand
Government Hospital,
Bhelupur were found nega-
tive. However, three out of 105
at LBS Hospital, Ramnagar
and two out of 166 at Sir
Sundarlal Hospital, Banaras
Hindu University were detect-
ed positive. Besides, the health
department has distributed
2,760 Ivermectin tablets to 345
persons. So far, 11.01 lakh
tablets were distributed to 1.37
lakh persons and out of them,
9.11 lakh tablets to 1.13 lakh
persons were distributed only

by the Health department while
rest of tablets by other depart-
ments including Supply and
Education departments and
Civil Defence so far.
According to Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP)
Amit Pathak, the police of var-
ious police stations arrested as
many as 21 persons under
Section 51 of CrPC, while
challaned under Section 188
and took action under Section
51 of Disaster Management
Act against 21 persons on
Thursday. During checking at
various points, 1,817 vehicles
were challaned and 14 seized.
Apart from this, ¥1,81,400
were realised from 150 vehicles
while ¥ 36,600 from 1,174 per-
sons for moving on the roads
without wearing masks.

Nine teachers get appointment letters

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M VARANASI

Minister of  State
(Independent Charge)
Neelkanth Tiwari presented
appointment letters to nine
newly-appointed assistant
teachers/ teachers of govern-
ment inter colleges here on
Friday. The Minister, while
providing the appointment let-
ters, appealed to the newly
appointed teachers to discharge
their duties with complete hon-
esty. According to him, the Yogi
Government is fulfilling its
promises of providing employ-
ment to more and more people

in the state.

Appointment process has
been started by fulfilling more
than 10,000 vacant posts in
government inter colleges and
in the first phase, 3,317 assis-
tant teachers and teachers have
been appointed. Arrangements
have been made for everyone
to get appointment letters
online. Appointment letters
were to be given to 15 newly-
appointed teachers in the dis-
trict but as nine of them turned
out, they were provided their
appointment letters. Those who
received their letters were
Manisha Thapiriyal, Sunil
Kumar (both Sanskrit),

Khushbu Gupta, Rahul Pathak,
Janardan Singh Yadav, Amit
Kumar, Aarti, Suraj Kumar
Mishra (all English) and Raju
Yadav (Biology).

MLA (Sewapuri) Neel
Ratan Patel, District Magistrate
(DM) Kaushal Raj Sharma and
many BJP leaders and others
were also present on the occa-
sion.

Meanwhile, Chief
Development Officer (CDO)
Madhusudan Hulgi has
informed that camps will be
organised in all the develop-
ment block headquarters of the
district under the aegis of SIS
India Ltd., Lucknow to provide

jobs to the unemployed youths.
SIS India Limited is a multina-
tional company which pro-
vides security services all over
the country and abroad. In this
camp, security personnel and
security supervisors will be
appointed.

The camp will be organised
maintaining COVID-19 guide-
lines. These camps will be held
at Sewapuri on October 28,
Pindra October 29, Badagaon
October 30, Arjiline October

31, Kashi Vidyapeeth
November 1, Harahuwa
November 2, Cholapur

November 3 and Chiraigaon
on November 4.

Idols of Maa Durga installed at puja pandal in Prayagraj
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116 more test positive in Prayagraj

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M ALLAHABAD

As many as 116 new patients
of COVID-19 was reprted
in the Prayagraj district with-
in the last 24 hours. At the same
time, a total of 125 patients also
beat the corona and were dis-
charged from the different
Covid Hospitals. Of them, as
many as 87 patients were also
completed their home isolation
on the same day reaching the
number of the patients com-
pleting home isolation so far is
15,752 in the district so far. One
patient also died due to coro-
navirus.

So far the corona patient
admitted in Covid hospitals
cannot meet their attendants.
This is because they are also at
risk of getting infected by it.
Tejbahadur Sapru (Beli)
Hospital has been made the L2
Covid Hospital. Many serious

patients are also admitted in
this hospital, who could not
talk to their family members
through mobile. In such a sit-
uation, the attandants could not
get the correct information
about the patient. Now they
will get relief. Beli Hospital
Administration has issued a
helpline number.

The hospital's CMS Dr
Kiran Malik said that now the
patients of Corona will be
motivated to do yoga regular-
ly. She said that if they want to
know the condition of their
patient, then they can call the
mobile number 9119800614
for the serious corona patient
admitted in Beli Hospital.
Psychiatrist Dr Surendra Pratap
will be present at this number,
the attandants can ask for
information about their
patients from 10 am to 2 pm.

Corona patients admitted

to Beli Covid Hospital are
being offered online exercises
from Thursday. Under this
arrangement, Vinod Kumar
Tiwari, as a yoga instructor, is
present in the hospital and is
giving information about var-
ious yoga asanas through the
mic. The corona patients
admitted to the ward are prac-
ticing various yogasanas in
their prescribed ways. Experts
believe that doing yoga
becomes the most essential to
avoid corona.

Meanwhile, when the coro-
navirus infection seems to be
declining in the Pratapgarh
district, in the mean time a
large number of patients start
getting infected. It was the
same on Thursday. The Chief
Veterinary Officer of the dis-
trict, Dr Vijay Pratap, has also
been found infected by antigen
testing. They are home isolat-

ed. His report caused panic in
the office. Now all personnel
will be tested. Along with them,
24 people have been found
corona infected in the district.

The coronavirus continues
to spread in Kunda Kotwali dis-
trict. Another female constable
is found infected here. Doctors
have told her to stay in her own
room. A young man from
Kunda town has also come in
the grip of the pandemic. Both
these cases were detected in the
antigen detection camp. The
remaining two patients are
from the city and Raniganj,
Patti.

CMO Dr. AK Srivastava
informed that necessary facil-
ities have been kept for serious
patients in L-2 Hospital.
However, there are fewer
patients who are in a position
to be admitted to the hospitals,
the CMO added.

Prayagraj-Vns highway to be
operational after Navratri

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M ALLAHABAD

he Prayagraj-Varanasi

highway will be operational
after the festival of Navratri.
The huge flyover work of about
two and a half kilometres being
constructed at Gopiganj on
the highway is almost left.
According to the officials of the
National Highway Authority of
India, the work of large flyover

will also be completed in two-
three days thereafter, the traf-
fic will start here.

Five large flyovers have
been constructed between
Prayagraj to Varanasi. Four of
these flyovers have been oper-
ated. While the flyover of
Gopiganj remains to be oper-
ated. This is still underway.
According to AK Rai, the
Project Director of the

National Highway Authority,
the flyover work is also almost
complete. Two to three days'
work is still left to be complet-
ed. The flyover will then be
opened for traffic vehicles. It
will start operations till
Dussehra.

This large flyover is also
very long. Its distance is a
quarter to two kilometres. It is
the second longest major fly-

over on this highway after
Handia Large Flyover. Apart
from this, there are three
other flyovers, which have
already been operated while
the construction of the road
has been completed. After
the completion of two-three
flyovers, the highway will be
fully operational. People will
be given the gift of Dussehra-
Deepawali.

Legal notice to news portal, its reporter

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M ALLAHABAD

Supreme Court lawyer on

behalf of the North Central
Railway PRO Manish Kumar
Singh has sent a legal notice to
a news portal and its reporter
for defamation and has
demanded X 50 lakh as com-
pensation. In case the portal
and its reporter do not respond
to the satisfaction of the PRO,
a defamation suit will be filed,
the advocate Bhupendra Pratap

Singh added.

Manish Singh said that a
totally false, fabricated and
defamatory report was pub-
lished by the portal, and the
same was tweeted to the high-
er ups of the department to
malign him. This was also
posted on social media as a
propaganda against him.

Clarifying the allegations
levelled on the appointment of
Manish Singh as PRI and then
PRO Advocate BP Singh said

that his client was earlier
appointed for RPE, and later he
cleared departmental examina-
tion to become PRI and then
promoted to the post of PRO.
Railway had adjusted this post
of Agra to the NCR headquar-
ters.

Regarding the role of
Manish Singh in empanelment
of advertising agencies, the
advocate said that such deci-
sions are taken by a committee
of higher authorities and it is

not a matter of PRO level.

Some personal allegations
were also levelled by the por-
tal against Manish Singh
regarding his shares in a hotel
where people are entertained,
the advocate said and added
that there is a partial share of
Manish Singh's wife in coffee
shop which does not have
rooms or other such things to
entertain people.

Manish Singh said that it
was done to tarnish his image.

Building of Pappu Ganjia demolished

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M ALLAHABAD

Palatial three storeyed build-
ing of land mafia and crim-
inal Pappu Ganjia at his Naini
farm house was pulled down by
the officials of Prayagraj
Development Authority and
district administration with
heavy police deployment on
Friday.

Pappu Ganjia had been
actively associated with the
Samajwadi Party, and is at pre-
sent in jail. He is a histo-
rysheeter and cases of murder,
attempt to murder, extortion,
and land grabbing are pending
against him. His rivalry with
Bachcha Mahra gang is known
to all.

His farm house worth
crores of rupees, is situated near
the New Yamuna Bridge.
Basically a hardcore criminal,
Pappu Ganjia became a land
mafia during the Samajwadi
Government by grabbing pre-
cious land and properties. He
had grabbed state land to estab-

lish a farm house in Naini
where this unauthorised three
storeyed building was raised.

MAKEUP ARTISTS
HAVE DONE IMPECCABLE
JOB.: Ramlila artistes who
have played pivotal roles in the
city Ramlila for years know that
their appearance on stage is the
factor that brings their charac-
ter alive and when it comes to
enhancing an artiste’s charac-
ter in order to bring it alive
before the audience, city make-
up artists have always done an
impeccable job. A makeup
artist’s job on a Ramlila set goes
far beyond merely beautifying
artistes. The primary objective
of a makeup artist is not to titi-
vate a stage artiste’s characters,
but to bring them alive on stage
before the audiences, said
Subodh Singh, director of Katra
Ramlila committee.

A makeup artist spends
hours to beautify a particular
character so that it can appear
perfect on the stage, he added.
Every character in a Ramlila
has a different look and the

prime job of a make-up artist
is to bring that look to do com-
plete justice to the character.
We spend hours to enhance a
prominent character of Ramlila
and it takes at least four to five
hours to embellish characters
when Ramlila is staged, he
added. ‘Our prime job is not to
just beautify actors, but to
match it with the respective
character. When audiences
appreciate the characters, the
efforts of backdoor artists are
recognised; he added. A team
of six make-up artists led by
Sanjay Chaudhari is working
on Katra Ramlila as it enhances
the looks of at least 30 to 35
artists everyday who are play-
ing different roles on stage.
Associated with different
Ramlilas for the past two
decades, Sanjay says, ‘When a
work is assigned, we start visu-
alising the characters first and
then discuss the entire plan to
prepare the look of the artistes
with the director’

With over two decades of
experience, Sanjay also believes

a lot has been changed in the
makeup departments in the
past ten years. ‘Earlier, a layer
of thick makeup was used and
it was very evident on the face
of the artistes. But the scenario
has changed and now you can’t
figure out if a character has
makeup on the face or not
because we make it looks very
normal; he said. Sanjay has
been doing makeup of artistes
in Ramlila, albums, theatres
and has across the country
enhancing the look of the
actors.

Meanwhile, the Ramlila
lovers of the famous Pajawa
and Patharchatti are the most
demoralised lot this year in
Prayagraj. The world fame
Dussehra lightings on roads
and streets will not be there,
and for the sake of tradition
only special pujan will be
organised. The Covid guide-
lines do not permit to organ-
ise mela and collect a crowd, so
the famous Ramlilas, street
lightings and late night proces-
sions will not be there.
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Gangwar: Govt preparing data bhase
of organised, unorganised labourers

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M KANPUR

Union Labour Minister
Santosh Gangwar, on
Friday, said the data of labour-
ers employed in the organised
and unorganised sectors would
be released soon.

Prior to addressing a pub-
lic meeting in support of
Bharatiya Janata Party candi-
date for the Ghatampur
Assembly bypoll, Gangwar
stayed for a while at the resi-
dence of party’s South City unit
president Dr Bina Arya in
Barra-2.

Talking to media persons,
Gangwar said there were 10
crore labourers in the organised
sector

and 40 crore in the unor-
ganised sector.

He said all the govern-
ments in the country since
Independence had cared for
only 10 crore labourers of the
organised sector and did not
think about the welfare of the
40 crore labourers of the unor-
ganised sector. He added that
there could be more than 40
crore labourers in the unor-
ganised sector as there was no
latest data available with the
government.

The Union minister said
now the BJP government was
going to prepare a data base of

Union Labour Minister Santosh Gangwar being felicitated by the BJP South City Unit president Dr Bina Arya on Friday.

labourers employed in organ-
ised and unorganised sectors
for the first time.

Apart from the number of
labourers, the data would also
show the number of labourers

who have migrated to various
states, the number of days they
stayed there and for which

work.

Gangwar said letters had
been sent to the chief ministers
and labour ministers of all the
states in this respect.

He said the data collection
work was not easy but it would
be completed soon.

On completing the data,
labourers of unorganised sec-
tors would be given various
facilities, he added.

Gangwar said training pro-
grammes were being run
for the labourers removed
from service to enhance their
skills.

He said the government
had created a corpus fund to
meet the expenses on their skill
development.

During the training, jobless
labourers would also be given
half of their last drawn wages.

Initially, the training pro-
grammes were launched for
three months from June, the
period of which was extended
by three months.

Gangwar was extended a
rousing welcome by BJP South
City unit president Bina Arya,
Shiv Ram Singh, Gyanu
Mishra, Ram Bahadur Yadayv,
Manish Tripathi, Ganesh
Shukla, Shivam Mishra, Sanjay
Paswan, Ram Shanker Verma,
Akhilesh Awasthi and Sanjay
Katiyar.

Covid recovery rate 93.28%

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M KANPUR

hief Medical Officer Dr AK

Mishra said the COVID-19
recovery rate was gradually
improving each day and had
reached 93.28 percent.

He, however, cautioned
that it was essential to follow
the Covid protocol in the
right earnest to avert a second
wave of infection that could be
more severe.

The CMO said that social
distancing and wearing mask
was the only way to keep the
novel coronavirus at bay until
a vaccine came and hence
both these preventive mea-
sures were mandatory and
the police had been asked to

deal with violators with an
iron hand.

Dr Mishra said the recov-
ery rate of home isolation
COVID-19 patients was very
encouraging since it was
allowed and even today it
was showing good results.

He said there had been a
sharp increase in unregis-
tered nursing homes, espe-
cially during the COVID-19
peak period, and the registra-
tion of several private nursing
homes had been cancelled. He
said teams had been set up to
conduct raids to identify such
nursing homes to take action
against them.

The CMO said the district
administration had decided to

allow hospitals get their reg-
istration free of cost. He said
under the new plan, no regis-
tration fee would be charged.
He said the management of
nursing homes were required
to come with their proper
papers and if they fulfilled the
mandatory norms, they could
get registration for their nurs-
ing homes.

He added that nursing
homes that were registered at
any time could also approach
the authorities for renewal of
their registration.

The CMO admitted that
cases of dengue were being
reported but said the situation
was well under control and
not alarming.

He said in case blood
platelets count was 25,000
one need not panic.

Dr Mishra said the gov-
ernment had sent Rapid
Antigen kits to the Ursula
Hospital and it was carrying
out tests with these kits.

It may be mentioned
that in view of the sudden
spurt in demand for
platelets, the blood bank had
come under pressure to cater
to the daily need of around 80
units.

The CMO said the Indian
Medical Association Blood
Bank had lent a helping hand.
However, he appealed to peo-
ple to bring a donor if one
wanted blood platelets.

2,008 degrees awarded at
lIT-Kanpur e-convocation

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M KANPUR

The Indian Institute of
Technology at Kanpur (II'T-
K) held its 53rd convocation on
virtual platform in which 2,008
undergraduates, post-gradu-
ates and doctoral students were
awarded degrees.

Around 100 medals were
also awarded in the institute’s
first ever virtual e-convocation
without the students being
physically present due to Covid
restrictions.

IBM Chief Executive
Officer Dr Arvind Krishna, an
IIT-K alumnus, was the chief
guest at this virtual convoca-
tion, which was presided over
by IIT-K Board of Governors
Chairman Dr Radhakrishnan
K Koppillil.

Addressing the virtual ses-
sion, IIT-K Director Prof
Abhay Karindkar said convo-
cation was a milestone in the
educational journey of every
student and a memorable occa-

sion for them that celebrated
their achievements and hard
work. He said it was also a time
when the teachers could wit-
ness the fruits of their labour.

He said it was important to
hold the convocation despite
the COVID-19 situation, but to
ensure the safety of the stu-
dents, it was decided to hold
the convocation virtually and
avoid a large gathering on the
campus.

He added that this was the
first time that the convocation
was being held on-line and it
had received a fantastic
response from the students as
well as faculty members who
logged in from their respective
homes across the country.

The virtual convocation
saw 931 students of the bach-
elor and bachelor-master dual
degree programmes receiving
their degrees. A total of 204 stu-
dents graduated with distinc-
tion (CPI of 8.5 and above).

The degrees and the

medals will be sent through
courier to all the students at
their respective addresses.

Prof Karindkar said this
year, for the first time, the
awards for Outstanding PhD
Thesis across all departments
and inter-disciplinary pro-
grammes were given to 28
PhD graduates. Raghav Garg
was awarded the Presidents
Gold Medal for 2020 for the
best academic performance
among the graduating students
of all disciplines among all the
4-year and 5-year undergrad-
uate programmes.

Soumyadeep Datta bagged
the Director’s Gold Medal for
2020 for outstanding all-round
achievement and leadership
among all students graduating
in the 5-year undergraduate
programmes.

Ayushi Bansal was award-
ed the Director’s Gold Medal
for 2020 for outstanding all-
round achievement and lead-
ership among all students grad-

uating in the 4-year under-
graduate programmes.

Siddhartha Srivastava was
awarded the Ratan Swarup
Memorial Prize for 2020 for the
best all-rounder among all stu-
dents graduating in 4-year and
5-year undergraduate pro-
grammes.

Two members of the fac-
ulty were also among the award
winners. Prof Arijit Ganguly of
the Department of
Mathematics and Statistics was
bestowed the Sushila and
Kantilal Mehta Award for 2020
for motivating and encourag-
ing students to pursue pure
mathematics through his teach-
ing and research.

Prof Mohit Subhash Law of
the Department of Mechanical
Engineering won the Gopal
Das Bhandari Memorial
Distinguished Teacher Award
for 2020 as an outstanding
teacher chosen by the gradu-
ating batch of the undergrad-
uate students..

Sheiling House
School holds
inter-school
music, dance
contest

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M KANPUR

The Sheiling House School
organised a virtual inter-
school music and dance com-
petition — The Mike 3 Virtual
Platform.

The event was graced by
chairman of the managing
committee, Rustomji, along
with secretary ML Shukla.

The programme began
with the lighting of the lamp
followed by the welcome
address by headmistress, Ms
Mali.

Prominent schools of the
city like Seth Anandram
Jaipuria, DPS Azadnagar, Dr
Virendra Swarup Education

Centre, Kidwai Nagar,
Allen House Public
School took part in the com-
petitions.

The solo singing was con-
ducted in two categories of
Hindi and English songs and
the participants rendered songs
in their mellifluous voices.

The second round was solo
instrumental, also in two cat-
egories of keyboard and guitar.

The panel of judges were
prominent people from the
music world.

The prize distribution cer-
emony was held at the end of
the function.

The first prize in solo
singing category-1 was bagged
by Dr Virendra Swarup
Education Centre while in solo
singing category-2, Dr
Virendra Swarup Education
Centre, Kidwai Nagar came
first.

Dr Virendra Swarup
Education Centre, Shyam
Nagar won the first prize in
solo instrumental category-1
while Allen House Public
School stood first in solo
instrumental category-2.

320 lakh

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M KANPUR

he Static Surveillance Team

(SST) set up for the bypoll
recovered ¥ 20 lakh cash from
a car near Paras Chauraha on
Jahanabad Road under
Ghatampur police station in
the early hours of Friday.

All occupants of the car are
residents of Prayagraj.

SST Incharge Raghvendra
Singh Yadav along with Sub-
Inspector Nagendra Singh of
Nazirabad police station,
Constable Jitendra Singh of
Armapore police station and
Sub-Inspector Manoj Bhati of
Ghatampur Kotwali stopped a
car for checking near Paras
Chauraha at around 12.30 am.

During search, the team
recovered a bag containing
%20 lakh cash.

cash recovered from car in Ghatampur

Station House Officer of
Ghatampur, Rajiv Singh, also
reached the spot and apprised
his senior officers about the
recovery of cash. The occu-
pants of the car were identified
as Sanjay Dwivedi of Kudhsar
village under Tharwai police
station of Prayagraj; Bablu
Sharma of Sangipur village
under Olagarh police station
and Gulab Chandra Patel of
Bhuwanpur village. Circle
Officer Ravi Kumar Singh said
the Income Tax department
had been informed about the
recovery of 320 lakh. The per-
sons in the car claimed to be
associated with a degree college
in Hamirpur district.
Investigations are on.

VENDOR DEVELOP-
MENT PROGRAMME FOR
SC, ST: A special vendor devel-

opment programme for
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled
Tribe entrepreneurs was organ-
ised by the National SC/ST
Hub at Agra of NSIC on virtu-
al platform for providing pro-
fessional support to the SC, ST
entrepreneurs thereby enabling
them to effectively participate
in public procurement process
of ordnance factories. More
than 40 entrepreneurs partici-
pated in this webinar from all
parts of the country, including
Jammu and Kashmir and
north-eastern states. Senior
DDG, OEF Group
Headquarters, Kanpur, Rajnish
Lodwal was the chief guest.
Addressing the partici-
pants, threw light on the
requirement of various types of
raw materials and procure-
ment process involved in OEF

group of factories.

DOG Sudhir Srivastava
and Sushil Sinha, DDG graced
the event and shared their
experiences in the area of pro-
curement. An informative pre-
sentation was given by Rajiv
Sharma, director, wherein ven-
dor registration process, e-
procurement and special pro-
visions for support to SC, ST
entrepreneurs in public pro-
curement policies were
explained. The webinar was
coordinated by Pushpendra
Suryavnshi, branch manager,
National SC, ST Hub, Agra.

SUICIDE: Being in
depression, an inter college
teacher committed suicide by
hanging himself under the
Kalyanpur police station late
on Thursday night. Prior to
committing suicide, he left a

four-page suicide note which,
apart from other reasons, also
mentioned the passwords of his
mobile phone, credit card,
ATM, Laptop etc. Police sent
the body for autopsy.
According to reports, Ankit
(28) son of Vinod Agnihotri of
Shiv Nagar, Maswanpur,
Kalyanpur, was employed as
teacher in an inter college of
Ghatampur. On Friday morn-
ing, when mother Kadambari
Devi visited his room, she
found him hanging. Brother
Anurag informed the police
which reached the spot and
recovered four-page suicide
note from there. Father Vinod
said apart from teaching in an
inter college, Ankit was also
preparing for competitions.
On failing to get success, he had
come in depression.
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Trains to be cancelled, diverted

CORRESPONDENT M GORAKHPUR

In view of the ongoing agita-
tion of farmers in Punjab the
following express and parcel
special trains will be cancelled,
diverted and short terminated/
short originated, CPRO PK
Singh said. The 04924
Chandigarh-Gorakhpur spe-
cial to run from Chandigarh
from October 22 to November
4 will remain cancelled. The
04923 Gorakhpur-Chandigarh
special to run from Gorakhpur
from October 23 to November
5 will remain cancelled. The
02587 Gorakhpur-Jammu Tawi
special train to run from
Gorakhpur on October 26 will
remain cancelled. The 02588
Jammu Tawi-Gorakhpur special
train to run from Jammu on
October 31 will remain can-
celled. The 05097 Bhagalpur-
Jammu Tawi special to run from
Bhagalpur on October 29 will
remain cancelled. The 05098
Jammu-Bhagalpur special to run
from Jammu on October 27 will
remain cancelled. The 04624
Amritsar-Saharsa special to run
from Amritsar every Wednesday
and Saturday from October 21 to
November 4 will remain can-
celled. The 04623 Saharsa-
Amritsar special train scheduled
to run from Saharsa every
Thursday and Sunday from
October 22 to November 5 will
remain cancelled.

On the other hand, the
04649 Jaynagar- Amritsar special

train to run from Jayanagar
from October 22 to November
3 will be short terminated at
Ambala. This train will remain
partially cancelled between
Ambala and Amritsar. The
04650 Amritsar-Jayanagar spe-
cial to run from Amritsar from
October 22 to November 4 will
be run from Ambala. This train
will be partially cancelled
between Amritsar and Ambala.
The 04673 Jaynagar-Amritsar
special to run from Jayanagar
from October 22 to November
3 will be short terminated in
Ambala. This train will remain
partially cancelled between
Ambala and Amritsar. The
04674 Amritsar-Jaynagar special
train to run from Amritsar from
October 22 to November 4 will
be run from Ambala. This train
will remain partially cancelled
between Amritsar and Ambala.
The 04653 New Jalpaiguri-
Amritsar special running from
New Jalpaiguri from October 22
to November 3 will be short ter-
minated in Saharanpur. This train
will be partially cancelled between
Saharanpur and Amritsar. The
04654 Amritsar-New Jalpaiguri
special running from Amritsar
from October 21 to November 4
will be run from Saharanpur. The
train will be partially canceled
between Amritsar and Saharanpur.
The 02407 New Jalpaiguri-
Amritsar special to run from New
Jalpaiguri from October 22 to
November 4 will be short termi-
nated at Ambala. It will be partially

cancelled between Amritsar and
Ambala.

The 02408 Amritsar-New
Jalpaiguri special train to run
from Amritsar from October 22 to
November 4 will be run from
Ambala. It will be partially can-
celled between Ambala and
Amritsar. The 05933 Dibrugarh-
Amritsar special to run from
Dibrugarh from October 20 to
November 3 will be short termi-
nated in Ambala. This train will be
partially cancelled between
Amritsar and Ambala. The 05934
Amritsar-Dibrugarh special to run
from Amiritsar from October 23 to
November 4 will be run from
Ambala. It train will be partially
cancelled between Ambala and
Amritsar. The 04651 Jaynagar-
Amritsar special to run from
Jayanagar from October 21 to
November 3 will be short-termi-
nated in Delhi. It will be partially
cancelled between Delhi and
Amritsar. The 04652 Amritsar-
Jaynagar special running from
Amritsar from October 21 to
November 04 will be run from
Delhi. This train will be partially
cancelled between Amritsar and
Delhi. Meanwhile the 05909
Dibrugarh-Lalgarh special train
running from Dibrugarh from
October 20 to November 3 will
be diverted via Rohtak-Bhiwani-
Hisar-Hanumangarh. The 05910
Lalgarh-Dibrugarh special run-
ning from Lalgarh from October
22 to November 4 will be divert-
ed via Hanumangarh-Hisar-
Bhiwani-Rohtak.

Arrangements for patients reviewed

CORRESPONDENT H MIRZAPUR

Special Secretary for Urban Development and
nodal officer nominated for the district
Anurag Yadav at a meeting held at Collectorate
on Thursday cautioned the officials that the
threat of Corona was still prevalent. Dunng the
meeting the officer reviewed * :

the arrangements made for
patients of L1 and L2 hospitals and
made it clear that a close watch
should be kept on patients under “
home quarantine not only through phone but
through the visit of the field staff too. He directed the
authorities concerned to admit those patients in the
hospital if their recovery was not satisfactory during
home quarantine. He said the patients of the district
who were at other places and interested in home quar-
antine should be allowed to do so with the coordi-
nation of the CMO of the district concerned. The
ADM was directed to check burning of not only
residue of crop but garbage too and for such
work SDMs and EOs should be asked to keep
a close vigil and impose fines on the culprits.
The SP was directed to ensure cent per cent use

of mask and fine those found violating Covid
protocol besides adherence to norms even
during functions which were being conducted
with proper permission. Reviewing the progress
of developmental works the CDO was directed
to ensure completion of construction of com-
munity toilets and panchayat bhawan within the
[l time limit and look into progress at

each level from the selection of the
j land to its completion. The meetin
was attended by the DM, SP, SIC of
district hospital, officiating CMO and
the EOs of Nagar Palikas.

TWO KILLED: Two girls were killed when
the wall of a dilapidated building suddenly col-
lapsed in Sothiya village under Halia police sta-
tion on Thursday. As per the reports, four girls
belonging to the village had gone to collect soil
from the dilapidated house of Ramavtar Maurya.
While they were doing so a wall suddenly collapsed
over them. On hearing their cries the villagers rushed
to rescue the victims. However, Tersi (18) died on
the spot while Champion at the hospital. Besides
two other girls are still battling for their lives at the
district hospital, last reports received here said.

GM conducts footplate inspection

CORRESPONDENT M GORAKHPUR

eneral Manager, NER and .]

ECR Lalit Chandra Trivedi
on Thursday conducted a foot-
plate inspection of Patna-
Goldenganj-Chhapra section and
did the safety check. Trivedi also
thoroughly inspected Varanasi
division’s Chhapra Gramin-
Chhapra Junction rail section and
Chhapra Junction railway station.
He was accompanied by the @
DRM Varanasi, Vijay Kumar Panjiar, PCME AK
Pandey;, senior officers of headquarters and divi-
sion on the occasion, CPRO PK Singh said. GM
LC Trivedi did inspection of Chhapra Junction’s
circulating area, running room, escalator and foot
overbridge and from the bridge discussed Chhapra
yard remodelling, connecting lines, second entry,
island platform, home platform and extension of
the foot overbridge expansion plan and reviewed
their progress. The GM conducted a thorough
inspection of the guard and driver crew lobby out-
side the platform and guard and loco pilot running
room and gave instructions for improving the
arrangements for cleanliness and maintenance. He
studied the work layout of the underconstruction
second entry at the other end of Chhapra station
with the officials concerned. He instructed the
authorities concerned to expedite the pending
works and complete them quickly by ensuring qual-
ity. Thereafter, the GM undertook a comprehen-
sive inspection of the Chhapra coaching depot and
directed to prepare an action plan for the techni-

== cal development of the coaching
1) depot and installation of new tech-
4 nical equipment. He reviewed the
_ functioning of the coaching depot

cerned for the disposal of abandoned
= scrap. In the newly-developed gar-
3 den in the coaching depot, GM LC
Lo Trivedi and senior officials planted
saplings. Trivedi inspected food
plaza, unreserved ticket counter,
| circulating area, station master office,
. computerised passenger reservation
centre, unreserved ticket counter and passenger hall
and instructed the officials concerned to ensure that
at UTS counter and passenger hall necessary precu-
ations were taken and Covid-19 norms were followed
strictly. He said that the construction of newly-con-
structed bypass line between Chapra Gramin and
Khaira had facilitated goods traffic. Attempts to
double income through freight traffic on NER are
succeeding. Covid-19 norms are being followed
at all stations on NER.

INCREASE IN GOODS LOADING: On
NER owing to facilities being provided to traders
and industries, concessions, almost double the
average speed of goods trains and the dedicated
efforts of the Business Development Unit constituted
at the regional and divisional level the inclination
of traders and industries and has shifted towards the
railways. As a result there has been an increase of
73 per cent in goods loading during the current
month up to October 20 compared to the corre-
sponding period last which is the highest among
the all zonal railways, CPRO PK Singh said.

Udhna-Chhapra puja spl from tomorrow

CORRESPONDENT M GORAKHPUR

The railway administration has decided to run
the 09019/09020 Udhna-Chhapra-Udhna
weekly puja special train keeping the convenience
of passengers in mind in view of the forthcoming
festivals. All coaches will be reserved category and the
passengers traveling in it will have to follow the Covid-
19 norms, CPRO PK Singh said. The 09019 Udhna-
Chhapra superfast weekly puja special will on October
25,November 1,8, 15,22 and 29 leave Udhna at 23.55
hours, the second day Nandurbar at 02.35 hrs,
Jalgaon at 06.13 hrs, Bhusaval at 06.45 hrs,
Khandwa at 09:45 hrs, Harda at 10.56 hrs, Itarsi
at 12:30 hrs, Pipariya at 13.30 hrs, Jabalpur at 15.50

hrs, Katni at 17:05 hrs, Satna at 18:35 hrs, Manikpur
at 20.10 hrs, Prayagraj Chheoki at 21.45 hrs, the third
day Varanasi at 02:40 hrs, Ballia at 04.55 hrs and
reach Chhapra at 06.15 hrs. During the return jour-
ney The 09020 Chhapra-Udhna superfast weekly
pwja special will on October 27, November 3, 10,
17,27 and December 1 leave Chhapra at 07:50 hrs,
Ballia at 08.50 hrs, Varanasi at 12:40 hrs, Prayagraj
Chheoki at 16.25 hrs, Manikpur at 18.02 hrs,
Satna at 19.40 hrs, Katni at 21.05 hrs, Jabalpur
at 22.35 hrs, the second day Pipariya at 00.40, Itarsi
at 02.20 hrs, Harda at 03.13 hrs, Khandwa at 05.18
hrs, Bhusaval at 07.00 hrs, Jalgaon at 07.45 hrs,
Nandurbar at 10.20 hrs and will reach Udhnaat 12.15
hrs. A total of 22 coaches will be attached in the train.

People encouraged to wear masks regularly

PNS M VARANASI

n response to PM Narendra

Modi’s call for Jan Andolan
campaign for Covid-19 appro-
priate behaviour awareness
campaigns are being conducted '
in DLW everyday. The objective
of this campaign is to motivate .
the DLW personnel and officers
to take proper care for prevent-
ing Covid-19 such as wearing masks, following
social distance guidelines and taking care of
hand hygiene. The slogan of this campaign is
‘Jab tak dawai nahi tab tak dhilahi nahi’ (No cal-

lousness till medicine is found).
In this sequence the Department
of Welfare, DLW, Varanasi, under
~ 11 the Jal Andalon movement against
» Covid-19 through PA system
made nearly 4,000 people of
Poorvi Colony aware about it on
Friday in which officers, employ-
ees and their family members and
shopkeepers were included. Under
the leadership of Chief Staff and
Welfare Inspector Chandan Pandey, Vijay
Kumar Gupta and staff and welfare inspector
Kamlesh Shrivastva residents of the colony were
encouraged to wear masks regularly.
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Maha announces 310 cr aid
for flood-hit farmers

TN RAGHUNATHA B MUMBAI

he Maharashtra

Government on Friday
announced a 310,000 crore
relief package for the farmers
who suffered huge crop losses
during the heavy rain and the
consequent floods witnessed in
various parts of the State
between June and October
this year.

Talking to media persons
after reviewing the situation
arising out of heavy unseasonal
rains and consequent floods in
various parts of the state, chief
minister Uddhav Thackeray
unveiled a relief package for
the affected farmers in Western
Maharashtra, Marathwada and

Konkan regions in the state. He
said that the relief package
would be disbursed to the
farmers before the Diwali fes-
tival.

Of the total package, the
Maharashtra government set
aside 5,500 crop losses suf-
fered by farmers,32,365 crore
for carrying out repairs dam-
ages caused to roads and
bridges, 31,000 crore for
repairing damaged rural roads
and restoring water supply
system. 300 crore for urban
development works, 3239
crore for electricity works and
%102 crore water resource
works.

Crops on more than 10
lakh hectares were destroyed in

the torrential downpour in
over 10 districts in the state.

The chief minister said
that the farmers would be
compensated for crop losses at
the rate of ¥ 10,000 per hectare
of irrigated and non-irrigated
land and ¥25,000 per hectare
of horticultural land.

Uddhav said that the state
government would have come
out with a bigger relief pack-
age for farmers, had it not been
for the Covid 19-triggered
financial crisis that his admin-
istration was dealing with.

The Chief Minister
slammed the Narendra Modi
government at the Centre for
its delay in the release of a stag-
gering 338,000 crore, which is

due to the state towards com-
pensation of the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) and devo-
lution of taxes for the current
fiscal (2020-21).

Earlier in the day, the chief
minister presided over a meet-
ing called to review the rain
and flood situation in the
state. Deputy chief minister
Ajit Pawar, Revenue Minister
Balasaheb Thorat, Water
Resources Minister jayant Patil,
Relief and Rehabilitation
Minister Vijay Wadettiwar and
Transport Minister Anil Parab
were among the ministers pre-
sent at the review meeting held
at the chief
minister’s official residence
“Varsha” here.
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Mumbai cops register FIR against Republic TV
staffers for creating disaffection among cops

TN RAGHUNATHA B MUMBAI

The Mumbai police on
Friday registered a First
Information Report (FIR)
against several staffers of
Republic TV network for
allegedly trying to incite and
create disaffection among the
members of the police force
and also defaming the
Mumbai police through
“defamatory” news stories.
Acting on a complaint
filed by sub-inspector
Shashikant Pawar of Special
Branch-1, the NM Joshi Marg
Police registered an FIR
against several staffers of
Republic TV network for
allegedly trying to create dis-
affection among the members
through a “baseless” story

that a revolt had broken out
within the force against
Mumbai Police ommission-
er Param Bir Singh.

The Republic TV staffers
who have been named in the
FIR are: Executive Editor
Niranjan Narayanswamy,
deputy news editor Sagarika
Mitra, anchor/senior associate
editor, Shivani Gupta, deputy
editor Shawan Sen, other edi-
torial staff and newsroom in-
charge.

The Republic TV staffers
have been booked under sec-
tion 3(1) of the Police
(Incitement to Disaffection)
Act 1922+ read with Section
500 ( Punishment for defama-
tion) and 34 ( acts done by
several persons in further-
ance of common intention) of

Indian Penal Code.

In his complaint, sub-
inspector Pawar has said that
the television channel and its
staffers aired certain reports
on Thursday (Oct. 22) which,
among other things, sought to
deliberately defame the
Mumbai Police force and its
head, Police Commissioner
Param Bir Singh.

The report in question,
according to the FIR, per-
tained to one headlined
“Revolt Against Param Bir?
Senior Officers Part of Probe
Give Details”

On its part, Republic TV
described the FIR as ‘shocking,
‘witch-hunt’ and ‘a shocking
assault on media rights’
indulged in by the Mumbai
Police.

nation

Mufti: Will not raise national flag till

restoration of J&K’s specia

MOHIT KANDHARI B JAMMU

Striking a “discordant” note in
her maiden press conference
after her 14 month long deten-
tion ended, Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) Chief and former
Jammu & Kashmir Chief
Minister Mehbooba Mulfti on
Friday crossed 'lakshman rekha'
while claiming she would not
raise the national flag until
Jammu & Kashmir's flag, con-
stitution and the special status
were restored.

Attacking the Bharatiya
Janta Party (BJP) led Union
government at the centre
Mehbooba openly challenged
them too by claiming “country
will run on the Constitution
and not on the BJP’s manifesto”

Sitting in front of the flag of
the erstwhile state of Jammu
and Kashmir in the lawns of
her Gupkar residence,
Mehbooba said “those who feel
we have abandoned Kashmir
are mistaken” Taking another
dig at the centre she made
another provocative remark
'dacoits snatched our flag'.

When Mehbooba Mufti
was asked whether she was
going to hold the Tricolor, she
claimed, “My flag is this (point-
ing to the J&K flag on the table).
When this flag comes back,
we'll raise that flag (Tricolour)
too. Until we get our own flag
back, we won't raise any other
flag...This flag forged our rela-
tionship with that flag. Our
relationship with the flag of this
country is not independent of
this flag (Jammu and Kashmir’s
flag). When this flag comes in
our hand, we will raise that flag
too”

Commenting on the pre-
vailing political scenario in
the Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir and the role of
the BJP led centre government
Mehbooba Mufti said, “The
people of J&K are expendable
to them (Centre), what they
want is territory”

“They say you can buy
land in J&K, we've abrogated
Article 370. Then they said they
will give free vaccines. Today,
PM Modi had to speak of
Article 370 for votes. This gov-

status

ernment has failed to solve the
issues of this nation”. She said,
the Constitution she believed in
has been desecrated. “We need
to unite and then only we can
fight, no doubt we might face
difficulties”.

Referring  to  the
Abrogation of Article 370
Mehbooba said, “On August 5,
2019 a dacoity took place and
the Government of India
snatched our special status ille-
gally, undemocratically and
unconstitutionally”. She went
on to claim, “a robber may be
mighty but he has to return the
stolen goods”. “They demol-
ished the constitution of India.
Parliament had no power to
take away our special status.
Dictatorship will not continue
for long”, angry Mehbooba
pointed out.

Responding to some tough
questions posed by the local
media persons, Mehbooba
Mufti said, “I will not hesitate
to give my blood for the restora-
tion of special status. “Now it
is time for leaders to sacrifice
for the cause.

ED finds Kerala CM ex-secy’s links with gold smuggling

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN B KOCHI

he Enforcement Directorate has found that

M Sivsankar, the former principal secretary
to Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, has links with
the gold smuggling cartel consisting of Swapna
Suresh, Sarith and Sandeep Nair.

The ED told Justice Ashok Menon of the
Kerala High Court hearing the anticipatory bail
moved by Sivasankar that the agency was in pos-
session of documentary evidences of the role
played by the bureaucrat in facilitating the
clearance of gold smuggled through
Thiruvananthapuram Airport. The Court after
hearing both the sides said that it would
announce the verdict on Octoiber 28. Justice
Menon also asked the ED not to arrest Sivsankar

till then though the agency was free to summon
him for questioning.

Sivsankar has misused his position as the
undisputed power center in the Chief Minister’s
Office to manipulate and influence the gold smug-
gling activities, the ED told the court. The ED sub-

mitted all relevant details establishing Sivsankar’s

role in gold smuggling and money laundering in
a sealed envelop to the court. The judge said that
he needs time to go through the entire report
submitted by the ED. The ED also told the court
that Sivasankar was trying to mislead the sleuths
and officials who interrogated him in connection
with the gold smuggling scam.

Meanwhile the Congress and the BJP upped
the ante demanding the resignation of Chief
Minister Vijayan.

Five killed in blast in

TN fireworks factory

Madurai (TN): At least five people,
including three women, were killed
in a blast at a private fireworks
factory here on Friday, police said.
Giting initial probe, police said
chemicals which were being mixed
and stuffed caught fire due to
friction leading to a series of
explosions, severely damaging the
structure. PTI
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TN RAGHUNATHA B MUMBAI

Minutes after he formally joined
the Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP), former Bharatiya Janata
Party leader Eknath Khadse on
Friday fired his first salvo at his erst-
while party by threatening to expose
the land scams involving the State
BJP leaders in the coming weeks.

Two days after after he resigned
from the primary membership of the
BJP, 68-year-old Khadse, his daugh-
ter Rohini Khadse-Khevalkar and
72 party activists from his home dis-
trict of Jalgaon district joined the
NCP in the presence of the party’s
national president Sharad Pawar,
State party unit president Jayant Patil
and several party leaders.

Khadse indicated that many
more BJP leaders from the State,
who were not happy with the J P
Nadda-led party would join the
NCP in the coming months. “Many
people from the BJP wanted to join
the NCP. But, due to technical dif-
ficulties, they are not joining the
NCP. After the Corona crisis blows
over, I intend to hold a mega rally
in Jalgaon where you will know what
is the strength of Nathabhau (as
Khadse is known in the state polit-
ical circles),” Khadse said.

Without taking the name of
former chief minister and senior BJP
leader Devendra Fadnavis whom he
has accused of harassing him for
four long years, Khadse targeted
Fadnavis once again for “foisting” a
molestation charge against him and
ordering several inquiries against
him.

“A woman was used by them to
malign me. They steeped to low-
level politics. A case of molestation
was registered against me. Several
inquiries were ordered against me.
I was sidelined within the Assembly
polls. My daughter Rohini was
forced to contest the State Assembly
in October last year. I had not
asked the party that my daughter be
given a ticket,” Khadse said.

Recalling a conversation with
State NCP president Jayant Patil,
Khadse said: “In a conversation
with Jayant Patil some time, I had
expressed my desire to join the NCP.
Patil jocularly told me: if you join the
NCP, then the BJP will unleash ED
against me. Then I told him: if the
BJP unleashes ED against me, then
I will release CDs against the BJP
leaders”.

Khadse went to hand out to the
BJP leaders that he would expose
them about their alleged involve-
ment in land scams. “The BJP-led
government had harassed me by
framing me in a land scam. Let some
days pass, I will expose all such BJP
who grabbed plots of land illegally...
I will also demand action against

Khadse joins NCP. threatens
to expose BJP leaders
Inked with [and scam

those who slapped cases against me
by violating the rules”.

Welcoming Khadse to his party,
Pawar said that with the entry of the
ex-BJP leader, the NCP would grow
further in north Maharashtra. “The
people in Khandesh (north
Maharashtra) were all along close
to the Gandhi-Nehru ideology. But,
in between, there was some change
in the political atmosphere in the
region. Now, with the entry of
Nathabhau, the second chapter has
begun in Khandesh. He has
promised to build the NCP in
Khandesh. I believe in him fully”.

Dismissing speculation in a sec-
tion of media that there was unhap-
piness over the entry of Khadse and
that he might be made a minister,
Pawar said: “For the past few days,
I am reading all kinds of speculative
reports in the media. There is no
truth in the speculation that Ajit
Pawar is unhappy over Khadse’s
entry to the NCP. If he is absent
today, it is because of Covid-19 pre-
cautions he is taking. On his part,
Khadse did not put forward any con-
dition before joining the NCP”.

Earlier, in his welcome speech,
State NCP President Jayant Patil said
that it was rather “unfortunate” that
Khadse had suffered a lot humilia-
tion in the BJP because of trumped
up charges. This was despite his con-
tribution to the growth of the BJP in
the state.

“Now that he has joined the
NCP, the people in the BJP will
realise that ‘Tiger (Khadese) Zinda
Hai’ and ‘picture abhi baaki hai’ His
entry will strengthen the NCP
Patil said.

Beginning his career as a
sarpanch of Kothali village, Khadse
was elected to the State Assembly
for six terms from 1989 till 2019,
from his home town Muktainagar.

Khadse was a minister in the
Sena-BJP government (1995-1999).
Subsequently he became a Leader of
Opposition in the State Assembly.
He was a strong contender for the
chief minister when the BJP came to
power in the state in 2014. However,
Devendra Fadnavis pipped him to
the post.

Khadse was the number two in
the Devendra Fadnavis-led BJP
Cabinet. At one stage, he held 10
crucial portfolios with him.

Khadse was in isolation within
the BJP ever since June 4, 2016,
when he resigned from his post as
the State Revenue Minister over
irregularities in the purchase of a
plot of land at Bhosari in Pune dis-
trict. Later in May 2018,
Maharashtra’s Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) had reportedly given
a clean chit to Khadse in the
alleged Pune land scam. He finally
quit the BJP on Wednesday.
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Releases a video
of an anti-ship
missile destroying
a sinking ship
with precision

PNS B NEW DELHI

Against the backdrop of con-
frontation at the Line of
Actual Control(LAC), the
Armed forces have enhanced
their readiness. The Navy in a
demonstration of its combat
preparedness in strategic sea
lanes around India carried out
exercises and released a video of
an anti-ship missile destroying
a sinking ship. The Navy will
continue high tempo of opera-
tions in the coming months too
given the security situation at
present.

Giving details of the exer-
cise, the Navy said here on
Friday the target was hit with
“deadly accuracy” somewhere in
the Arabian Sea. The missile
was fired from the frontline
corvette INS Prabal. This firing
was part of a mega naval drill
involving aircraft carrier INS
Vikramaditya and a number of
warships, attack helicopters,
aircraft and other assets of the
Navy.

The

Indian  Navy

Spokesperson tweeted that the
missile homed in on its target,
an old ship, hitting with dead-
ly accuracy at its maximum
range. “#AShM launched by
#IndianNavy Missile Corvette
#INSPrabal, homes on with
deadly accuracy at max range,
sinking target ship,” he said.

Navy chief Admiral
Karambir Singh on Thursday
reviewed the operational pre-
paredness of his force at various
shore-based locations as well as
at sea.

He also addressed a select
group of combatants of the
Navy’s Carrier Battle Group
over a broadcast from the INS
Vikramaditya, India’s only air-
craft carrier, and reviewed the
force’s overall combat readi-

ness, officials said.

In his remarks, Admiral
Singh complimented his force
for continuously maintaining
“peak combat-readiness” and
“high tempo” of operations over
the past few months, they said.

The Indian Navy has sig-
nificantly increased its deploy-
ment in the Indian Ocean
Region, in an attempt to send
across a message to China in the
wake of escalation in tension
between the two countries.

Giving an overview of the
prevailing security situation,
the Navy chief said the force will
continue to maintain a high-
tempo of operations in coming
months.

“He also complimented the
Carrier Battle Group and its

combatants for accurate and
effective weapon firings, which
left no doubt about the Navy’s
readiness to meet any emergent
contingencies,;” the Navy said in
a statement.

A carrier battle group is a
mega naval fleet comprising an
aircraft carrier, accompanied
by a large number of destroyers,
frigates and other ships.

“Indian Navy continues to
maintain a high tempo of oper-
ations and combat-readiness
despite the COVID-19 pan-
demic by adhering to stringent
protocols onboard warships,
submarines and aircraft
squadrons and bases, and is fully
prepared to tackle challenges in
the maritime domain,” the Navy
said.

nation

Navy ramps up operational readiness

Captured PLA soldier was carrying sleeping bag, storage device

PNS B NEW DELHI

he Chinese soldier, who

was apprehended in
Ladakh on Monday and
released a day later by India,
was found carrying a sleeping
bag, an empty data storage
device and mobile phone
besides his military identity
card. He was identified as
Wang Ya, an armourer in the
People’s Liberation
Army(PLA).

Giving this information
here on Friday, sources said the
soldier was caught in Demchok
area of Eastern Ladakh. He was
provided immediate medical
assistance including oxygen,
food and warm clothes given
the harsh climatic conditions
and high altitude. Both the
armies have deployed more
than one lakh soldiers besides
heavy weapons all along the
1,800 km long LAC in Ladakh
including Demchok.

The army on Monday had
said the Chinese soldier had
“strayed” into India from
across the Line of Actual
Control(LAC). Various secu-
rity agencies interrogated him
thoroughly for nearly one and

half days and later handed him
back to the Chinese at the
Chushul-Moldo border meet-
ing point.

This goodwill gesture
came ahead of the proposed
eighth round of Corps
Commander level talks
between the two armies to find
ways to quickly disengage from
the stand-off sites now on for
the last five months.
Incidentally, the last seven
rounds since the face-offs
began in early May were held
at the same border meeting
point where the soldier was
handed over to the PLA.

The last round was held
on October 12 where both the
commanders agreed to con-
tinue the process of dialogue
to ease the situation at the
volatile border. The sixth

round on
September 21
saw both the
sides issuing a
statement stat-
ing they will
refrain from
sending more
troops to the
border.

: On Monday,
the army also said the
Chinese army had requested
it on the whereabouts of the
missing soldier. It also said
the soldier will be returned as
per established protocols after
going through all formalities.

Following the handing
over of the PLA soldier to
China, Chinese newspaper
Global Times reported that
the Indian army’s decision
was viewed as a positive sign
ahead of the eighth round of
military talks.

Despite the diplomatic
and military level talks over
past few months, there was
no breakthrough on the dis-
engagement of troops from
the friction points so far.

India has all along main-
tained that the onus is on
China to carry forward the

process of disengagement and
de-escalation at the friction
points in the mountainous
region.

Following the sixth round
of military talks, the two
sides had announced a slew
of decisions including not to
send more troops to the
frontline, refrain from uni-
laterally changing the situa-
tion on the ground and avoid
taking any actions that may
further complicate matters.

This round was held with
a specific agenda of exploring
ways to implement a five-
point agreement reached
between External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and
his Chinese counterpart
Wang Yi at a meeting in
Moscow on September 10 on
the sidelines of a Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
conclave.

The pact included mea-
sures like quick disengage-
ment of troops, avoiding
action that could escalate
tensions, adherence to all
agreements and protocols on
border management and
steps to restore peace along
the LAC.

Covaxin cleared 1
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PNS B NEW DELHI

Covaxin, the coronavirus
vaccine being developed by
Hyderabad-based drug pharma
Bharat Biotech in collaboration
with the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR), has
been cleared for the third phase
of clinical trials.

The vaccine manufacture
had applied to the Drugs
Controller General of India
(DCGI) on October 2, seeking
its permission to conduct Phase
3 trials for its Covid-19 vaccine
candidate.

“After successful comple-
tion of the interim analysis
from the Phase 1 & 2 clinical
trials of Covaxin, Bharat
Biotech received DCGI
approval for Phase 3 clinical tri-
als in 26,000 participants in
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over 25 centres across India,”
said Bharat Biotech in a state-
ment here.

Covaxin is being devel-
oped byBharatBiotech in col-
laboration with ICMR’s
National Institute of Virology
(NIV).

The pharma firm had
sought the DCGT’s permission
to conduct Phase 3 randomised
double-blind placebo-con-
trolled multi centre trial of its
COVID-19 vaccine, the state-
ment added.

In July, the DCGI had
given permission to Bharat
Biotech to conduct Phase 1 and
2 clinical trials of its COVID-
19 vaccine.

The primary end-point of
the late-stage trial, used to
determine the efficacy of a
vaccine, will be to see if the

or third phase of clinical trial

PNS B NEW DELHI

Hospitalised Covid-19
patients who were taking
a daily low-dose aspirin to
protect against cardiovascular
disease had a significantly lower
risk of complications and death,
compared to those who were
not taking aspirin, researchers
have said.

Aspirin takers were less
likely to be placed in the inten-
sive care unit (ICU) or hooked
up to a mechanical ventilator,
and they were more likely to
survive the infection compared
to those who were not taking
aspirin, the researchers said.

In their study published in
the journal Anesthesia and
Analgesia, they said that the
observation provides “cautious
optimism,” for an inexpensive,
accessible medication with a
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well-known safety profile that
could help prevent severe com-
plications.

“This is a critical finding
that needs to be confirmed
through a randomised clinical
trial,” said study leader Jonathan
Chow from the University of
Maryland in the US.

“If our finding is con-
firmed, it would make aspirin
the first widely available, over-
the-counter medication to
reduce mortality in Covid-19
patients,” Chow added.

To conduct the study, the
research team culled through
the medical records of 412
Covid-19 patients, age of 55

Aspirin use may cut death risk in severe Covid patients

on average, who were hospi-
talised over the past few
months due to complications
of their infection.

About a quarter of the
patients were taking a daily
low-dose aspirin (usually 81
milligrams) before they were
admitted or right after admis-
sion to manage their cardio-
vascular disease.

The researchers found
aspirin use was associated
with a 44 per cent reduction
in the risk of being put on a
mechanical ventilator, a 43 per
cent decrease in the risk of
ICU admission and - most
importantly - a 47 per cent
decrease in the risk of dying in
the hospital compared to those
who were not taking aspirin.

The patients in the aspirin
group did not experience a
significant increase in adverse
events such as major bleeding

while hospitalized.

Doctors often recom-
mend a daily low-dose aspirin
for patients who have previ-
ously had a heart attack or
stroke caused by a blood clot
to prevent future blood clots.

Daily use, however, can
increase the risk of major
bleeding or peptic ulcer dis-
ease.

“We believe that the blood
thinning effects of aspirin
provides benefits for Covid-19
patients by preventing micro-
clot formation,” said study
co-author Michael A
Mazzeffi.

“Those at increased
bleeding risk due to chronic
kidney disease, for example,
or because they regularly use
certain medications, like
steroids or blood thinners,
may not be able to safely take
aspirin,” he added.

two-dose shot can prevent a
patient from developing symp-
toms of covid-19.

Bharat Biotech’s vaccine is
one of three candidates that are

currently in human trials in
India, with the other two being
Serum Institute of India’s
‘Covishield’--which was devel-
oped by the University of

Oxford and Astrazeneca plc—
and Zydus Cadila’s ZyCoV-D.

While Serum’s Covishield
is in phase 3 and is considered
the frontrunner among the

vaccines in India, Zydus Cadila,
like Bharat Biotech, is in phase
2 and is expected to soon
move into late-stage trials.

First-of-its-kind flash flood
warning system for South

PNS B NEW DELHI

first-of-its-kind system

for South Asian coun-
tries—India, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, Nepal and
Bhutan — that will provide
alerts for flash floods 6-24
hours in advance was
launched at the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) on Friday. India also
shares cyclone warning alerts
with neighbouring countries.

The World
Meteorological Department
(WMO) has entrusted India
with the responsibility of the
Regional Centre of South
Asia Flash Flood Guidance
System for coordination,
development and its imple-
mentation.

IMD director general
Mrutunjay Mohapatra said at
the online launch that the sys-
tem will enable the member
countries to issue impact-
based forecasting of floods
which are very sudden and of
short duration at watershed
and also city level.

Asian countries launched

-

Representatives of the mem-
ber countries attended the

event.

Flash floods are highly
localised events of short dura-
tion with a very high peak
and usually have less than six
hours between the occur-
rence of the rainfall and peak
flood.

There is a general lack of
flash flood warning capabili-
ties and capacities among
countries across the world.
Recognising that flash floods
have a particularly disastrous
impact on lives and properties
of the affected populations,
the 15th WMO Congress had
approved the implementation
of a Flash Flood Guidance
System (FFGS) project with
global coverage.

The system has been
developed by the WMO
Commission for Hydrology,
jointly with the WMO
Commission for Basic
Systems and in collaboration
with the US National Weather
Service, the US Hydrologic
Research Centre (HRC).

India making all-out
effort for safe return
of Indians held
hostage in Somalia’

PNS B NEW DELHI

India is making all efforts for
relief and safe return of 33
Indians including 25 labourers
from Uttar Pradesh from
Mogadishu, Somalia, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
said here on Friday. They were
reportedly held hostage by a
company there for the last
eight months.

Giving this assurance in a
tweet message, Jaishankar said
“MEA and our High
Commission in Nairobi are
working on relief & return of
33 Indians stuck in Mogadishu,
Somalia. High Commission of
India in Nairobi, Kenya has
taken up their predicament
with Somalian authorities. We
are in touch with the Somali
Embassy in India” He also said
we “hope for an early resolu-
tion”

Sources said the Indians
had joined the company 10
months ago.

In the first two months, the
company treated them well, but
from the last eight months, the
workers were allegedly not
paid their salaries.

CBI books persons under POCSO
for posting obscene materials online

PNS B NEW DELHI

he Central Bureau of

Investigation (CBI) has reg-
istered a case against a private
person of Delhi and unknown
others under relevant provi-
sions of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act and the
Information Technology Act,
2000. The accused had alleged-
ly created three accounts and
around 20 channels / groups on
Telegram App for sale of
obscene/objectionable materi-
al (videos/photos) including
CSAM (Child sexual abusive
material).

It was further alleged that
out of these, two accounts were
for advertising posts / messages

for sale of obscene videos /
photos including the CSAM,
the CBI said in a statement.

It was also alleged that in
response to the advertisement
and after bargaining with the
customers / seekers, the
accused received the payments
via Paytm / Google Pay among
others.

On receipt of payments,
the accused allegedly shared
the link(s) of various group(s)/
channel(s) of Telegram, in
which objectionable material
including CSAM, was being
shared with members, the
agency further said.

The accused allegedly sold
the obscene videos / photos
including CSAM for an
amount of 3250 by adding the

customer(s) / seekers into these
groups / channels.

Searches were conducted
recently at the premises of the
accused at Delhi. The mobile
phone recovered during the
searches is being analysed and
further investigation is contin-
uing, it added.

A Special Unit “Online
Child Sexual Abuse and
Exploitation Prevention/
Investigation (OCSAE)” has
been created in CBI, New Delhi
for matters pertaining to online
child sexual abuse and exploita-
tion. Apart from receiving var-
ious references/information,
the unit is undertaking inves-
tigation of various offences
relating to online child sexual
abuse and exploitation.

New Parliament building to be ready by
Oct, 2022, construction to begin in Dec

PNS B NEW DELHI

he construction of the new

Parliament building will
commence in December 2020
and is likely to be completed by
October 2022. The existing
Parliament House building will
be suitably retro-fitted to pro-
vide more functional spaces for
parliamentary events, to ensure
its usage along with the new
building. Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla chaired a review
meeting regarding the con-
struction of the new Parliament
House on Friday along with
Union Minister Urban Affairs
Hardeep Singh Puri.

The new Building will have

separate offices for MPs.
Among other facilities for the
Members, each seat for them in
the Chambers will be com-
fortable (with blocks of two
seats) and equipped with dig-
ital interfaces, which will be a
step forward towards a paper-
less office.

Besides Chambers of Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha, the
new Building will have a

rand ‘Constitution Hall’
which will house, among
other things, the original copy
of the Constitution, digital
displays for showcasing India’s
democratic heritage, etc. It
was informed that the visitors
will be given access to this

Hall to help them to appreci-
ate and understand India’s
journey as a parliamentary
democracy. The new Building
will also have a MP’s Lounge,
a Library, six Committee
rooms, dining areas and park-
ing space.

During the meeting, Birla
was briefed about the progress
made in the shifting of facil-
ities and other infrastructure
from the area proposed for the
construction of the new build-
ing. The barricading plan and
the various mitigating mea-
sures to control the air and
noise pollution during the
construction process were
elaborated.

lvermectin lacks
efficacy in Covid-19
treatment; ICMR study

PNS B NEW DELHI

Widely used for treatment

of intestinational para-
sites and scabies, anti-parastic
drug, Ivermectin, may be off
from the list of Union Health
Ministry’s Clinical
Management Protocol for
Covid-19 with a high-level
panel of the ICMR citing lack
of sufficient evidence on its effi-
cacy based on randomised tri-
als held in India and abroad.

Some states including Uttar
Pradesh are already using the
drug-off label not only as a
treatment option but also as a
prophylaxis against the virulent
virus that has caused havoc
across the world.

Already widely used
against intestinational para-
sites and scabies, it is said to be
relatively a safe and cheap
drug.

The experts of the ICMR’s
National Task Force for
COVID-19 and the Joint
Monitoring Group held its
meeting recently to deliberate
on whether the drug should be
included in the national treat-
ment guidelines.

“Following deliberations,
experts decided not to include
Ivermectin in the national clin-
ical management protocol for
Covid-19 because of lack of
sufficient evidence on its effi-
cacy based on randomised tri-
als held in India and abroad,”
said a senior officer from the
Ministry.

The Health Ministry has
allowed the use of remdesivir
for restricted emergency use
purposes in moderate cases
under “investigational thera-

pies” in the Clinical
Management Protocol for
Covid-19.

Interestingly, a white paper
on Ivermectin drug as poten-
tial therapy for Covid-19 pre-
pared by head of King George’s
Medical University’s (KGMU)
respiratory medicine depart-
ment Prof Surya Kant and
other senior doctors from dif-
ferent states of India in July
2020 had found recognition by
the World Health Organization
(WHO). The paper published
in the Indian Journal of
Tuberculosis Elsevier is now a
part of the global literature on
Covid-19, getting space on
WHO’s website.

The abstract of the article
states that “A group of senior
doctors with vast clinical expe-
rience met on July 19, 2020,
under the aegis of the Academy
of Advanced Medical
Education. The panel looked at
Ivermectin, one of the old
molecules and evaluated its
use in Covid-19 management.

“After critical panel dis-
cussion, all the attending doc-
tors came to a conclusion that
Ivermectin can be a potential
molecule for prophylaxis and
treatment of people infected
with novel coronavirus owing
to its “anti-viral properties cou-
pled with effective cost, avail-
ability and good tolerability and
safety”

Along with KGMU, Dr
VK Arora (Delhi), Dr D Behera
(Chandigarh), Dr Agam Vora
(Mumbai), Dr T Mohan
Kumar (Coimbatore), Dr
Narayana Pradeep (Kerala) and
a team of other doctors pub-
lished the white paper.

HC ends its
blanket order
extending balils

PTI W NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has
decided that its blanket
order extending all interim
stays and bails granted prior to
and during the COVID-19
lockdown would not remain in
effect after October 31.

All undertrials whose bail
period was extended have to
surrender in a phased manner
between November 2 and
November 13, it said.

The court also said that
the order would also be applic-
able to 356 prisoners who
were granted bail by the high
court and they would have to
surrender before the jail
authorities on November 13.

The high court on August
24 had extended till October
31 all the interim orders which
were to expire on or after
August 31 in cases that are
before it as also the district

courts in view of the COVID-
19 pandemic.

A full bench of Chief
Justice D N Patel and justices
Siddharth Mridul and Talwant
Singh said that bail granted by
the trial court to 2,318 under-
trial prisoners involved in
heinous crimes and which
was being extended from time
to time on the basis of the high
court’s blanket extension
order, would come to an end
on October 31 and all of them
have to surrender in a phased
manner between November 2
and November 13.

The surrender process
would start on November 2
with the prisoners of Central
District, Tis Hazari Courts
and would culminate on
November 13 with the sur-
render of prisoners from
Rouse Avenue Courts
Complex, New Delhi, the high
court said in its order of
October 20.
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Vaccine politics

Perhaps the BJP forgot that as a party in governance, it is
answerable to all citizens, not just those of poll-bound States

Political adventurism shouldn’t trespass reason. And

governance is about contextual maturity. Besides,
certain issues are just not meant to be politicised,
especially something as serious as the Coronavirus vac-
cine, a hope that's sustaining the entire nation which could
still end up being the worst-hit in the world. That, too,
at a time when an effective vaccine is like the prover-
bial EI Dorado, as trials are still going on and there is
no proof yet that it would work on a mass scale. Even
assuming it does, every citizen, graded according to pri-
ority and co-morbidities, has a right to be administered
a shot. And any smart Government would try to sound
altruistic enough about protecting all citizens, if not mean it, only to reap political gains.
Agreed politics is all about making tall claims that are rarely achieved. Still, for all the elo-
quence, there ought to be some sense of prudence and judgment. Most importantly, no
party can advocate anything that is morally questionable. In this sense, the ruling BJP has
overreached itself a bit much, promising the voters in Bihar free vaccines, without realis-
ing that it is implicitly saying that official benefits will now flow selectively among those
who vote for it as a quid pro quo. That sounds as bad as a public threat. Worse, its promise
is not just another instance of poll populism — it’s an attempt to manipulate the anxieties
caused by the most lethal pandemic to have ravaged the world in more than a century.
And when somebody like Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman makes the announce-
ment, it shows that the Government is desperate about the poll arithmetic of the party it
represents than pursuing holistic policies, that it is cavalier about the demands of science
and health protocols and is unconcerned about lives, leave alone being compassionate.
However, this isn’t the first time the party has made such questionable promises. There
was talk that Prime Minister Narendra Modi wanted to launch a home-grown COVID vac-
cine by August 15 to mark the nation’s 72 years of Independence. Apparently, the Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR) was under pressure to fast-track clinical trials but
widespread criticism about compromising efficacy for the sake of political expediency and
pressure from scientists ensured that a life and death question was not made a mockery
of. Yet the BJP’s claim of free vaccine doses has already trivialised a grave issue into a
point-scoring exercise. A similar announcement followed in Tamil Nadu, where the elec-
tions are due next year. AIADMK leader and Chief Minister E Palaniswami promised the
shots on the basis of his proximity to the BJP. In other words, tradeoffs of this nature will
be made to buy the allegiance of federal parties. One wonders what the BJP’s stand would
be in Bengal, where it is seeking to dislodge the Trinamool Congress? But the BJP’s fatal
flaw has certainly galvanised the Opposition. Delhi Chief Minister and leader of Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) Arvind Kejriwal was quick to point out the plight of the people in non-BJP
ruled States while National Conference leader Omar Abdullah called the announcement a
“blatant populism” that “shamefully exploits COVID fears.” He even wondered if the BJP
would be paying for these vaccines from the party treasury. So when the Union Minister
of State for Health, Ashwini Chaubey, tried to clear the air, it was too little too late. According
to him, the Centre had prepared an elaborate plan on distributing the vaccine and identi-
fying those who would be given “preference.” He even added that every State would be
given free Coronavirus vaccines. But Amit Malviya of the BJP’s IT cell further complicat-
ed matters when he said that like all programmes, the Centre would provide vaccines to
States at a nominal rate. And health being a State subject, the Bihar BJP unit had decid-
ed to give it free if elected and that other State Governments, too, can decide to do the
same. This is not unexpected, as it has become normal for the ruling dispensation to change
its stand on what subjects under the State List can be manipulated by the Centre. Except
that the Opposition is not buying this narrative with the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) urging
the Election Commission to restrain the BJP from “signing a poll deal using the vaccine.”
The larger concern is that the political parties will still get away making wild claims dur-
ing the Bihar elections, the results of which will be announced in November. And no trial
results will be available before December, leave aside the prospect of a rollout by the begin-
ning of next year. Would the voter bet on something that has still not seen the light of day?
The Government should instead focus on the vaccine administration process and set up a
seamless cold chain infrastructure, both of which are humongous challenges. Vaccine preser-
vation is a tricky business as wide swathes of vials could go bad if safety norms are not
adhered to and the temperature controls are not monitored strictly. The COVID vaccine has
to be stored at temperatures lower than other known vaccines. The Serum Institute has
already raised questions on the Government’s ability to keep aside ¥80,000 crore for the
rollout. Is the Government equipped to handle this without roping in the private sector? If
s0, how much will the private sector be ready to subsidise costs? Besides, how will those
at risk be mapped, considering that most Indians have a heavy disease burden and co-
morbidities? Vaccine distribution and administration will be no less of a logistical challenge
than the general elections and will require the Centre and States to work together. So before
it promises the moon, the BJP should realise that gravity is rude and it alone would land
with a thud if it doesn’t pursue collaborative politics on COVID for its own good.

Filthy air?

US President Donald Trump has a point about Indian air
quality and it 1s no laughing matter
People living in north India, particularly Delhi, under

truly choking conditions would not really disagree

with US President Donald Trump’s statement
about India’s air being filthy. They should hope that this
ultimate repudiation of our ambient quality and pollu-
tion in a US presidential debate might force the Central
and State Governments to finally do something about
it. Like it or not, Delhi’s air knocks years off the lives
of its citizens and if farmers want the sympathy of the
urban populace and the media over the new Acts, they
will not get it till they stop burning stubble that leaves
a haze and blocks sunlight every morning. The per-
sistently poor air quality in India is now officially a global joke and our politicians’ reluc-
tance to deal with the issue holistically because they do not want to irritate their agri-
cultural votebank is an even bigger one. Hundreds of crores have been raised as green
cess in Delhi; why is this money not being used to subsidise agricultural machinery for
farmers in North India so that they can get rid of crop waste in an eco-friendly man-
ner? The lives of our children are being ruined by chronic pulmonary conditions such
as asthma and politicians are trying to blame everything under the sun but the most
obvious cause. They can’t even attack the automotive industry anymore as it has moved
to very low emission BS-6 vehicles now. There could soon be medical evidence to prove
a direct connection between high levels of pollution and the spread of the COVID-19
pandemic. Say what you will about Donald Trump, he does speak about a lot of things
without filtering them through political doublespeak. He was proven right about China
and he is absolutely right about Indian air quality.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has the political capital to do something about this
and he must because inaction on this front will taint his legacy. The right to clean air
should be a given and like it or not, this impacts the poor and underprivileged whom
Modi and even Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal claim to stand for the most. The chatter-
ing classes with access to air purifiers can afford to live with it. So whether Trump remains
in office or the US gets a 46th President, the time for Indian politicians to act is now.
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Recall Frontier Gandhi

Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan was a rare example of community transition, who
showed how easy it was to shed the cult of violence and walk the path of peace

JS RAJPUT

ndia completed the year-

long celebrations of the

150th birth anniversary of

Mahatma Gandhi on

October 2. One had the
privilege of participating in sever-
allearned deliberations on the rel-
evance of Gandhian ideas in the
present context. In most of these,
it was rather a unanimous conclu-
sion that Gandhi’s principles, val-
ues and his life could give a heal-
ing touch to suffering humanity in
a world characterised by wars, vio-
lence, distrust, hatred, fundamen-
talism, terrorism, arms race,
hunger, poverty, ill-health and
much more. Peace, non-violence
and religious harmony remain
elusive commodities. And Gandhi
successfully demonstrated a non-
violent path to human dignity, har-
mony and liberty. He could influ-
ence leading personalities within
and beyond India, who plunged
headlong into creating a peaceful
world by following his values and
successfully achieving attitudinal
transformation within their com-
munities and nation.

The life of Khan Abdul Ghaffar
Khan, also known as Bacha Khan
and Frontier Gandhi, presents
one of the most scintillating exam-
ples of achieving a rare communi-
ty transition from violence as a cult
to the path of peace and love as the
value of total commitment. His
name may appear just as unfamil-
iar to most young Indians as his
role as a stalwart in the Indian free-
dom struggle, and after
Independence, as a fighter for his
people in Pakistan, that he waged
till his last breath on January 20,
1988. He finds little resonance
even in India for various reasons.

In July 1942, Jawaharlal Nehru
issued a statement on the happen-
ings in the Frontier Province —
now in Pakistan — clearly indicat-
ing how scarce the news from
there was, and that too, was “often
tainted and contained many wrong
allegations” Nehru had personal-
ly experienced difficulty, during
his own visits to the Frontier
Province, in sending out proper
news through normal agencies or
otherwise. He further observed
that restrictions on such news
being sent out were stricter in the
Frontier Province than elsewhere
in India. He then revealed a
painful truth: “The result is that
the people in the rest of India
know little of what is happening in
this highly important part of the

Bihar deserves investment. Who
will ensure this? Those who turned
Bihar into ‘jungle raj’ or those who
are delivering good governance in
Bihar and are dedicated to the
State’s development?

Prime Minister r
—Narendra Modi [E

2,

country.” In this very statement,
Nehru wrote about Frontier
Gandhi. He said: “Few people
know about the work that Khan
Abdul Ghaffar Khan has been
carrying on during the last six
months. He does not believe in
ostentation but he has gone to
villages seeing his people,
organising them and encourag-
ing them in every way. Thus, he
has covered the entire province”
Apart from numerous
impediments from various
quarters, Khan also had to face
false propaganda of vested
interests. Born in 1890, he was
greatly touched by the devastat-
ing misery of his own people
which, he concluded, was due
to the lack of education and
consequent ignorance. He start-
ed schools and the British did
not like it. He was 19 when he
was first imprisoned and then
it was a life in and out of jails
of the Britishers, and then the
Government of Pakistan. His
historic movement, Khudai
Khidmatgar, was launched to
overcome poverty and banish
the British from India. He was,
till the end of the freedom
struggle, for a united India.
Khan was inspired by
Gandhi’s message of non-vio-
lence and he knew how difficult
it would be to convince his
“freedom-loving” Pathans to
execute the idea. He had the
courage and conviction to
accept the challenge and he
achieved this miracle. The type
of attitudinal transformation
achieved by this charismatic

personality could only be
termed unparalleled. He gave a
new interpretation of force,
courage and valour to his peo-
ple and the community. This, he
could do through his creative
leadership, deep and thought-
ful interpretation of Islam as a
religion of peace. He was a man
with a universal message of
brotherhood and camaraderie.
He knew how vibrant the cul-
tural heritage of his people and
the region was, and how this
cradle of learning and culture
sank “into a state where there
was no room left for such good
work such as education and
learning”

While India was celebrating
the birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi, an erudite
scholar of post-Independence
history, RNP Singh, was search-
ing literature and sources in
libraries and institutions to put
up an authentic account of the
great Gandhian, Khan Abdul
Ghaffar Khan. And how India
ignored his contributions which
had the potential to bring forth
peace not only to the erstwhile
North-West Frontier Province
(NWFP), Afghanistan and
Baluchistan but to the entire
Middle East region, and even
beyond.

Singh has established, based
on his study, how great was the
measure of wrong done to this
frontline freedom fighter and
an exceptional devotee of
Gandhi. In his seminal work,
Durand line: Did India Fail
Frontier Gandhi, Singh very

AL

succinctly summarises: “He
was among the very few lead-
ers of undivided India who, by
dint of their sincere effort and
selfless service to their people,
rose to eminence and earned a
niche for themselves in the top
political hierarchy of the coun-
try. Yet in spite of having earned
a place among the galaxy of
eminent leaders, Khan Abdul
Ghaffar Khan never advanced
his claims to recognition in the
Indian context” One could say
without hesitation that India
failed Bacha Khan, his
Pakhtoon people and the
NWEP. There is no other way
out of this but to follow the path
shown by Gandhi and Bacha
Khan.

During the freedom struggle,
Gandhi tried his best to per-
suade the Muslim League and
Mohammad Ali Jinnah to give
up the two-nation theory. He
failed in his persuasion and
India suffered the ghastly
tragedy of the Partition. And we
still need persistent efforts to
strengthen our efforts to cement
the age-old mutual harmony
between the two major com-
munities.

Inspired by the increasing
influence of Gandhi, whose
persona and ideas had begun to
influence the remote North-
Western part of the empire
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
young Bacha Khan opened
schools for both boys and girls.
He organised young people
under the banner of servants of
God — Khudai Khidmatgar —

SOUNDBITE

i When | was 21, | felt like
: the Asian Games was a :
¢ different platform. There wa
i alot of pressure because

¢ everybody had their eyes on

¢ you and the game.

Cueist
* —Pankaj Advani

UK Prime Minister
—ABoris Johnson

| don’t believe a full lockdown
is the right course. To all those
enduring these restrictions in
all parts of the country, | want
to repeat my thanks for your
bravery and your patience.

. US HHS Secretary
- —Alex Azar

who, contrary to the prevalent
tradition, decided to follow the
Gandhian path to achieve free-
dom for India and its people. To
these highly motivated and
committed people, his message
was, “The fundamental princi-
ples of all religions are the
same though the details differ
because each faith takes the
colour and flavour of the soil
from which it springs... I can-
not contemplate a time when
there will be one religion for the
whole world” And this came
from a devout Muslim who
never missed a namaaz and
who also had “the spirit of
brotherhood” innate in himself
more than many so-called
orthodox Muslims.

Religious fundamentalists
and protagonists of the two-
nation theory, expectedly, dis-
liked him and his approach and
inflicted numerous cruelties
on him and his followers once
they came to power. The per-
sona of this Frontier Gandhi,
sufferings that he endured even
after Independence, must be
revealed to young Indians, who
are working for religious amity
as the core value that could lead
India to its destination of hon-
our and acceptability in a strife-
torn world.

What happened to Bacha
Khan or what was done to him
is summed up by Mohammed
Arif Khan in the foreword to
the treatise by Singh: “As an
Indian, I feel that what we did
to Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan
and the Pashtuns in 1957 was
very unfair. The Pashtuns had
voted in 1946 for a united
India but the decision of the
Indian leadership reduced them
to being subservient to the
breakers of Indian unity. The
result was that Khan and his fol-
lowers were treated as traitors
and he spent more time in jails
of Pakistan after 1947 than in
British jails before 1947 All this
happened in spite of the fact
that the top Indian leadership
of the freedom struggle was
fully aware of the significance
of Bacha Khan’s contribution
and his unflinching commit-
ment to a united India. Sadly
enough, India was divided.
Even Gandhi, who had declared
that Partition could take place
only over his dead body, accept-
ed it. All that the great Bacha
Khan could say to the Indian
leadership that had accepted the
Partition of this great country
was: “You have thrown us to
wolves” He and his people
were left at the mercy of those
who never liked him for his lib-
eral stance on Indian culture,
history and his progressive
ideas about religious harmony
and social cohesion.

(The writer works in educa-
tion and social cohesion)

By the end of January,
enough vaccines will be
available for all of our
seniors as well as our
healthcare workers and
first responders.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

BJP’s new low

Sir — The BJP has sunk to a new
low by promising free
Coronavirus vaccine shots for
the people of Bihar. This only
proves that the party is fearful of
being defeated and hence is
selling the fear of the pandem-
ic to the people. The fact of the
matter is that the Coronavirus
vaccine is not the private prop-
erty of the BJP and it cannot
decide which States can have free
access to it. Its leaders need to
realise that they are also in
power at the Centre and the
entire country’s well-being is
their concern and not limited to
the States that are or might be
under their rule. If they want to
give away free vaccines, then
they will have to do so in all the

States and not only in Bihar.

Death penalty is not a deterrent

he Karnataka High Court rightly said that an “attack
Ton anybody’s daughter is an attack on our daugh-

ter.” The observation came in the context of uphold-
ing the trial court’s order of sentencing seven accused
to life imprisonment for the gang-rape of a law student
on the Jnana Bharathi campus in Bengaluru in 2012.
The court noted that the difference between the 2012
Nirbhaya case and the gang-rape of the law student was
that in the former, the girl died but in the latter, the sur-
vivor discontinued her studies and traumatised,

returned to her homeland in Nepal.

The High Court has recommended amending pro-

visions of the Indian Penal Code to include capital pun-
ishment for gang-rape in addition to the existing pro-
visions of life imprisonment with fine. The death penal-
ty already exists for rape-cum-murder cases, as in the
Nirbhaya case, but is not applicable for cases of gang-
rape in which there has been no death.

However, stud-

ies don’t prove that the death penalty is a deterrent. It
could also lead to perpetrators making sure that their

victims are left dead or in no state to make a complaint
or recognise them. Also, in a larger number of cases,
the accused is known to the victim and the looming
fear of the former being handed out a death penalty
could stop one’s family from reporting the crime. Hence,
we need to strengthen the process of rehabilitation.

KV Seetharamaiah
Hassan

After the dismal performance of
the Janata Dal (United)-BJP
coalition in handling the pan-
demic, the returnee migrants’
issues and not to forget the
floods, the NDA is offering free
vaccines to woo the electorate. It
should instead focus on improv-
ing the conditions in core sectors
like education, employment and
healthcare.
Noor Ahmad
Hyderabad

Noxious haze

Sir — Once again, US President
Donald Trump has made a
critical reference to India dur-
ing a presidential debate. Earlier,
he had questioned India’s
Coronavirus data amid criti-
cism of his handling of the pan-
demic. And recently he called
India’s air “filthy” while claim-
ing that the US has the “lowest

carbon emission” Contrary to
Trump’s claim, the US stands
second in the world in terms of
carbon emission. It leaves a big-
ger carbon footprint than the
majority of the world’s popula-
tion. However, in terms of his
comment on Indias poor air
quality, the truth is that he was
just stating a known fact. New
Delhi has indeed been blanket-
ed in a noxious haze. Smoke

from stubble burning in its
neighbouring States, vehicle
fumes and industrial emissions
have been turning the Capital’s
air toxic every winter. It was the
world’s most polluted capital
city for the second straight year
in 2019, according to Swiss-
based group, IQ AirVisual.
Additionally, according to the
State of Global Air 2020 study,
that was released on October 21,

air pollution caused the death
of 4,76,000 new-borns in 2019
and nearly two-thirds of the
deaths came from harmful
fumes emanating from cookin
fuels. The study also highlight-
ed that more than 1,16,000
Indian infants died due to air
pollution in 2019. So, while
Trump’s comment might sting,
the Indian Government should
take the poor air quality of
India, especially Delhi, seri-
ously. The blame game between
the Centre and the States needs
to stop and adequate steps
should be taken.
Bhagwan Thadani
Mumbai

Low-key festivities

Sir — The festive season has
started but at no cost should we
let our guard down during the
ongoing pandemic. We will
have to celebrate with caution.
Use of face masks, adhering to
social distancing and avoiding
crowded areas should be every-
one’s priority. This year, let us
pray from our humble abodes.
Rishav Vatsh

Mumbai

Send your feedback to;
letterstopioneer@gmail.com
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An exaggerated
clampdown

The youth in the streets of Lagos may not realise
that their rebellion could endanger a corrupt
system, but those who benefit from it certainly do

'3
VN
GWYNNE DYER
The young Nigerians who were protesting at Lekki Toll Plaza

: 7

in Lagos recently were not the African touring company of

Les Misérables. Lekki is one of the poshest suburbs of Lagos,
full of gated communities and most of the protesters were literate,
media-savvy youths who reeked of urban cool. The army killed them
anyway. Or maybe it killed them precisely because of who they
were. IZZY@theleventh, who does not explicitly say he was there,
tweeted: “They removed the cameras two hours before, turned off
the street light and the LED billboard and deployed soldiers to open
fire at the crowd singing the national anthem...they brought tanks!!
Over 78 people are dead. The Nigerian Army then began to put the
dead bodies in their trucks.”

The numbers may be exaggerated: One eyewitness told the
BBC he had counted about 20 bodies and at least 50 injured after
the soldiers opened fire. Official sources have denied that anybody
was killed, or that the army was even there. But Channels Television
has videos showing men in Nigerian Army uniform walking calm-
ly up to the barricade and firing into an angry but non-violent crowd.
The massacre comes after two weeks of protests, mostly in south-
ern Nigeria, that were initially targeted on the Special Anti-Robbery
Squad (SARS).

Almost all Nigerian police forces are corrupt and brutal, but
SARS specialised in robbing, torturing and sometimes murdering
prosperous and trendy young people. If you were young, had hair
of a different colour or tattoos, and were in a flashy car, you stood
a statistically significant chance of having an unpleasant encounter
with SARS. The protests began two weeks ago after pictures alleged-
ly showing a man being beaten to death by SARS circulated on
social media. Muhammadu Buhari, a military dictator 35 years ago
and now back at 77 as Nigeria’s elected President, recognised the
danger and acted fast. Within two days he abolished SARS, promis-
ing it to replace it with a kinder, gentler force — but the protest-
ers had heard that story before, and besides they had already moved
on to broader targets.

Nigeria is a powder keg at the best of times, and with lengthy
lockdowns this is not the best of times. Protests exploded across
southern Nigeria, and not all were non-violent. On October 19 a
mob burned a police station in Yaba, another upscale suburb of
Lagos, and 120 km to the east in Benin City armed crowds freed
more than a thousand prisoners from two jails. The State claims
that the protests have been infiltrated by criminals and in some places
that is clearly true, but that’s not why the ruling political class is
panicking. That's not why they shot down well-educated, trendy
but law-abiding young people in Lekki. It's because those in power
fear a youth revolt that could not only transform the country, but
split it in half.

Nigeria, Africa’s most populous nation (200 million people),
is really two countries. The southern, mostly Christian half, with
all the oil and ports and most of the industry, is around 95 per cent
literate. Only one of the 19 northern, mostly Muslim States is over
50 per cent literate, and half the young women in the northern
region have no formal education whatever. Naturally, relative pros-
perity shows the same disparity. Only 27 per cent of the south-
erners live below the poverty line and 72 per cent of the northern-
ers do. Yet it is young southerners who are on the brink of revolt,
because it is the political domination of the north that keeps the
ruling kleptocracy in power.

It starts with the army, whose officer corps has been domi-
nated by Muslim northerners since colonial times. That is why
Muslim military dictators and elected presidents from the north have
ruled Nigeria for 38 of the 60 years since independence, but even
Christian presidential candidates from the south are in hock to north-
ern interests. The traditional rulers and religious authorities of the
north control the big banks of voters that can be sold to the high-
est bidder, and it is in their interest to keep those voters ignorant
and obedient. The southern kleptocrats, who buy the votes, have
an equally strong interest in the system as it lets them go on steal-
ing: One-third of Nigeria’s oil revenues over the past 50 years have
ended up in foreign bank accounts.

The young men and women in the streets of Lagos may not
realise that their rebellion could endanger an entire corrupt sys-
tem, but those who benefit from it certainly do. Which is why their
response has been so extreme. What happens next matters a lot,
because 25 years from now Nigeria will have overtaken the US in
population and become the third-biggest country in the world. It
would be nice if by then it was a stable, well-educated democra-
cy where prosperity extended beyond the south.

(Gwynne Dyer’s new book is ‘Growing Pains: The Future of
Democracy and Work.’)
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| THINK | HAVE GREAT RELATIONSHIPS
WITH ALL PEOPLE. | AM THE LEAST RACIST
PERSON IN THIS ROOM.

—US PRESIDENT

DONALD TRUMP

BIG AS A FOG HORN.

JOE BIDEN

HE (TRUMP) POURS FUEL ON EVERY SINGLE RACIST
FIRE. THIS GUY HAS A DOG WHISTLE ABOUT AS

—FORMER US VICE-PRESIDENT

Dangerous delay

In a country where a majority of patients are diagnosed in the later stages of the disease, the
Coronavirus outbreak 1s further hampering diagnosis and treatment of cancer

VEDANT KABRA ;
Forty five-year-old Ayesha (name changed), a :

resident of a small town in west Uttar Pradesh :
(UP), first spotted a tiny painless lump in her :
breast in April this year. However, the Coronavirus-
induced lockdown and the fear of catching the infec- :
tion in a healthcare setting prevented her from see- :
ing a doctor. Even when the lockdown was eased,
her family was too scared to travel to Delhi to seek :
medical consultation. By the time she reached an :
oncologist four months later, her aggressive cancer :
had already hit Stage III, diminishing the chances :
of her survival. :
Unfortunately, Ayesha is not a lone case of a seri-
ously-ill patient being deprived of timely treatment

due to the ongoing contagion. While we will never : :
be able to collate data of how many such patients |~ HIGH MORTALITY :
suffered delayed diagnosis and treatment this year, : ~ RATE BECAUSE A :
it is evident that the number is significant. Patient : ~ \AJORITY OF THE :
attendance in oncology clinics fell significantly in : PATIENTS ARE STILL :
the initial months of the pandemic. The number of :  )|AGNOSED IN THE : |
new cases diagnosed continued to remain relative- : LATE STAGES OF :
ly low even several months after the total lockdown : THE DISEASE AND A
had been eased. Breast Cancer Now; a British char- : SIGNIFICANT
ity organisation, estimated that due to the contagion :
almost a million British women had missed a screen- : PROPORTION OF :
ing appointment. This might have led to thousands : THEM ARE NOT
of cancers going undetected. For a country like India, : ABLE TO GET
where a majority of breast cancer detections still hap- : APPROPRIATE :
pen in the later stages of the disease, the Coronavirus : TREATMENT. :
outbreak has further hampered diagnosis and : ANOTHER
treatment, and is likely to negatively impact survival :  \WORRYING TREND
rates from the disease. IS AN INCREASING
Rising disease burden in India: Breast cancer : INCIDENCE OF THE
is the most common form of the disease among : DISEASE IN
Indian women and accounts for an estimated 28 per :
cent of all cancers. In fact, a woman is diagnosed YOUNGER WOMEN.
with it every four minutes while another dies of this : SHOCKINGLY,
disease every 13 minutes in the country. In 2018, it : NEARLY HALF OF :

is estimated to have claimed as many as 87,000 lives
in India. The incidence of the disease has increased :

INDIA ALSO HAS A -

THE PATIENTS IN
URBAN INDIA ARE :

priority, adequate policy measures need
to be taken to ensure that other serious
diseases are not neglected in the process.
Governments as well as healthcare
providers, both have a role to play in
achieving this. It is important to educate
people about the importance of not
neglecting their health conditions and pre-
vent interruptions in treatment modali-
ties, too. It is equally important to ensure
continuation of unimpeded non-
Coronavirus services in hospitals while
also instilling confidence among people
about the safety of hospitals and clinics,
especially outpatient departments (OPDs).

However, the silver lining in the dark
cloud is that thanks to advanced diagnos-
tic and treatment modalities, survival rates
of breast cancer patients have increased
significantly globally. While survival
depends on a number of factors such as
the type of cancer, stage at the time of diag-
nosis, the quality of treatment, in the US
it is estimated that up to 90 per cent of
women survive five years after diagnosis
and 84 per cent manage to survive 10

dramatically over the last 25 years due to multiple : LESS THAN 50 :
factors, including increasing urbanisation, adoption YEARS OF AGE. :
of unhealthy lifestyles (smoking, drinking, junk food :  poOR AWARENESS :
consumption and so on), increased use of plastic : ABOUT SYMPTOMS
utensils and microwave ovens, rise in obesity, drop LACK OF A
in physical activity levels, delayed age of child-bear- :
ing and reduced breast-feeding. UNIVERSAL AND
India also has a high mortality rate because a COMPREHENSIVE
majority of the patients are still diagnosed in the late : SCREENING
stages of the disease and a significant proportion of PROGRAMME, :
them are not able to get appropriate treatment. : SOCIAL TABOOS :
Another worrying trend is an increasing incidence : AND
of the disease in younger women. Shockingly, near- :  E\IBARRASSMENT
ly half of the patients in urban India are less than : TO DISCUSS THE :
50 years of age. Poor awareness about symptoms, ISSUE ARE THE years.

lack of a universal and comprehensive screening pro- :
gramme, social taboos and embarrassment to dis- :
cuss the issue are the main reasons behind delayed :
diagnosis as well as the resultant high mortality. :
Unfortunately, the prevailing situation due to a :
worldwide pandemic has impeded diagnosis and :
treatment of a number of non-Coronavirus diseases, :
including all types of cancers. Already a neglected :
subject, women’s health has further been relegated :
to the back-burner as families delay medical con-
sultation and avoid visiting healthcare facilities or :
undergoing regular disease screening.

Pandemic or not, do not put health issues on :
the back-burner: The Coronavirus is a long-term :
problem, which is likely to stay with us in the near :
tuture. While containing the pandemic and ensur- :
ing treatment of all infected people must be a high

MAIN REASONS
BEHIND DELAYED '
DIAGNOSIS '

i ment can help improve survival rates in
¢ India too.

However, in India, the survival rates
remain abysmally low for reasons men-
tioned above. Increased awareness and
health literacy, regular screening after 40
years of age, adoption of a healthy and
active lifestyle sans smoking or excessive
drinking, timely and appropriate treat-

New-age technologies can help nav-

i igate the Coronavirus pandemic: The
: adoption of new-age technologically-
i advanced methods further helps improve
i the quality of life of patients. Now, surgi-
¢ cal treatment does not mean removal of
i the whole breast in all patients. It is pos-
i sible to offer a breast conservation surgery

in nearly 60-70 per cent of the patients
either upfront or after chemotherapy.

Similarly, complete removal of armpit
nodes, a procedure done routinely in all
patients until a couple of decades ago, has
given way to sentinel lymph node biop-
sy in which only a few nodes need to be
tested for the presence of the tumour.

If these sentinel nodes are not
involved in the disease, one does not need
to remove the remaining nodes, thus
bringing down the rate of shoulder dys-
function as well as lymphedema (swelling
of the arm) significantly. Similar to
surgery, personalised systemic therapy
(chemo, hormone, immune and targeted
therapy) has enabled us to avoid more
toxic treatment in patients with a good
biology tumour. Two patients with the
same size of tumour can have very differ-
ent outcomes. New-age prognostic tests
help predict the risk of cancer relapse in
the early stage of breast cancer with a high
degree of accuracy, stratifying patients into
low and high-risk categories, based on
their tumour biology. Those patients who
fall in the low-risk category have very lim-
ited risk of relapse and may be able to
avoid chemotherapy.

Cancer patients face a higher risk of
catching the Coronavirus infection as well
as suffering from its complications
because of their immuno-suppressive
state as a result of the disease itself and due
to chemotherapy. These prognostic tests
that can help them avoid chemotherapy,
if used judiciously, can kill two birds with
one stone — patients can avoid
chemotherapy, which is immunosup-
pressive, and avoid visits to the hospital
to undergo chemotherapy.

Radiation therapy has also undergone
a complete metamorphosis over the
decades and modern machines enable us

to deliver more precise radiation (thus
sparing adjacent organs like the lungs and
the heart from a high dose of radiation)
and in a shorter interval of time (as less
as two weeks as compared to the usual five
weeks in a select group of patients).

In more good news, researchers in
Canada have developed a new, inexpen-
sive technology that could save lives and
money by routinely screening women for
breast cancer without exposure to radia-
tion. The system, developed by researchers
at the University of Waterloo, uses harm-
less microwaves and Artificial Intelligence
software to detect even small, early-
stage tumours within minutes.

By comparing the tissue composition
of one breast with the other, the system
is sensitive enough to detect anomalies less
than one centimetre in diameter. A neg-
ative result could quickly rule out cancer,
while a positive result would trigger refer-
ral for more expensive tests using mam-
mography or magnetic resonance imag-
ing. In addition to reducing patient wait
times and enabling earlier diagnosis, the
device would eliminate radiation expo-
sure, improve patient comfort and work
on particularly dense breasts, a problem
with mammograms. However, this tech-
nology will take a while to come to India
as it is still at the nascent stage.

In the end, people have to realise that
while the Coronavirus is a serious pan-
demic, they must not neglect their over-
all health, compromise on regular check-
ups and doctor consultations or delay can-
cer treatment. However, all hospital vis-
its must be undertaken with complete pre-
cautionary measures that are the new nor-
mal now.

(The writer is head, Department of
Surgical Oncology, Manipal Hospitals,
Dwarka)

Closure of budget private schools looms large

With apathy, low Government allocation and high-handedness, school education is becoming nobody’s baby

.

FOREIGN EYE

SHIVAJI SARKAR

ndia’s unaided private school edu-
Ication is collapsing as thousands
of institutions have closed down
and many others are struggling to sur-
vive. This may cost the nation over
%1.75 lakh crore a year, as the
Coronavirus-induced lockdown has
harmed the education sector
immensely. Though the mention of
private education conjures up images
of swanky private schools with world-
class facilities and sky-high fee struc-
ture, these are also in crisis today.
However, it is the online, low bud-
get schools that have been the worst-
hit by the pandemic. These schools
penetrate rural areas, small towns or
low-income localities of metros,
according to the State of the Sector
Report on Private Schools by the
Central Square Foundation (CSF). As

per the recently released Household
Social Consumption on Education in
India Report, the aggregate household
expenditure on private schools is
approximately ¥1.75 lakh crore,
almost equal to the e-commerce sec-
tor. Also, about 50 per cent of the total
school enrolments are in private
schools.

Though almost all schools,
Government or private, are under
stress due to the lockdown, the worst
sufferers are the virtual informal
schools. With or without Government
recognition, they serve the hinterland
of the country. They have improved
school enrolment, especially in rural
areas, where the number of students
attending private schools has
increased from four per cent in 1993
to 26.6 per cent in 2017-18.

The CSF says that the struggle for
the survival of private education in the
country is intense. Even under nor-
mal circumstances, it is not easy for
private schools to attract students and
during the Coronavirus era, the sit-
uation has worsened further as par-
ents refuse to pay fees. Plus, the dig-
ital footprint has made online educa-
tion unaffordable.

So most such schools have either
closed down or are facing closure as
they are neither able to pay their
teachers nor can they afford infra-
structure costs. Some had planned
expansion in early March and taken
loans. Many have gone into severe
debt and even after closure, are in dis-
tress. Most of these are entrepreneur-
ial ventures by innovative individuals.
In Fatehpur, Uttar Pradesh, a shop-
keeper’s son started a school that fol-
lowed the concept of “pay %1 a day”
However, since the students are not
coming to school, entrepreneurs like
him have little option but to close
down operations.

The impact on society is severe as
these virtual schools employ mostly
jobless youth at low salaries. The pay-
ment is on a daily or hourly basis. But
each school sustains at least 100 peo-
ple on an average. The youth prefer
to opt for such jobs for sustenance as
well as for the prestige they enjoy in
their neighbourhood due to it. In vil-
lages or semi-urban areas, such
schools have become the first choice
for parents, as they are perceived to
be better than Government schools
due to the overall care that a child is

given as the teachers (trained or not)
are from the neighbourhood. This is
making education more mass-based
as the official system has many limi-
tations and despite some recent
efforts, suffers from delivery prob-
lems. Recruitment of teachers itself is
flawed as the disclosures from VYA-
PAM in Madhya Pradesh and by the
UP Government have shown. The
Yogi Adityanath Government also
found that the district officials inter-
fered in “Basic Shiksha” schools and
issued orders for severing these from
the district administration. Plus,
online education has largely come a

cropper in all such institutions.

The pandemic gave rise to the
need for having a digital infrastruc-
ture and due to their low budgets, the
unaided private schools claim that
they are neither able to match up with
elite schools nor with the State-run
schools, for which the content is aired
through television and radio channels
and other Government-run plat-
forms. To make matters worse, par-
ents do not consider online teaching
to be proper education. They do not
pay the schools because their wards
are not going there. Apart from that,
they find online teaching expensive
due to the high internet costs. Another
problem they face is that each child
needs a smart phone or computer,
which they cannot afford.

Apart from this, many children
do not find online teaching interest-
ing as there are many glitches and
teachers, too, find themselves strug-
gling due to the lack of eye contact.
Plus, students mostly switch off the
video mode because of the poor net-
work across the country and to
reduce unaffordable data use.

The students and their parents
find brick and mortar schools more

affordable and fruitful because apart
from learning from books and the
teachers, the children learn language
skills, etiquette, discipline, interaction
with peer groups, use of a library and
social behaviour. So parents, despite
their low incomes, do not mind pay-
ing for education at brick and mor-
tar schools.

As per a Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation report,
Indians pay 12 times the money for
pre-primary education at a private
school. The number decreases to
about three times at the higher sec-
ondary level. A majority, 70.8 per cent
students, pay less than 1,000 month-
ly fee, while 45.5 per cent pay less than
%500. The monthly median fee in an
elementary unaided school is Y958 in
urban areas and %500 in rural India.
Schools complain that at least one-
third of the parents default in paying
this minimal amount also. The closure
of budget private schools can adverse-
ly impact “education for all” and mul-
tiply unemployment. With apathy, low
Government allocation and high-
handedness, school education is
becoming nobody’s baby.

(The writer is a senior journalist)

R

CONCERNS OVER
AN AGEING WORLD

Globally, the life of the
elderly has changed from a
simple, mainly localised
concern to a systemic,
comprehensive and long-
term factor related to the
sustainable development of
the economy and society.
With a rapidly ageing
society, the challenges that
need to be overcome range
from the rising shortage of
labour to increasingly
unsustainable pension funds
and inadequate medical and
nursing resources.

(China Daily editorial)
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GST COMPENSATION
Centre horrows, transfers

6K cr to 16 States

IANS B NEW DELHI

The Central Government on Friday said that
it borrowed and transferred 36,000 crore as
first tranche to 16 states on account of GST com-
pensation under the special borrowing window.
The Centre has evolved a special borrow-
ing window to address the shortfall in the GST
collection during the year 2020-2021. In all, 21
states and 2 Union Territories have opted for this
special window involving back-to-back bor-
rowing coordinated by the Ministry of Finance.
Out of these, five states did not have any
shortfall on account of GST compensation.
The Rs 6,000 crore has been transferred to

Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar,

Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Odisha,

Tamil Nadu, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and the Union Territories of Delhi

Goa, Gujarat,

of states.

and Jammu and Kashmir. The borrowing is at
an interest rate of 5.19 percent. Tenor of bor-
rowing is expected to be broadly in the range
of 3 to 5 years. The Centre plans to make week-
ly releases of Rs 6,000 crore to the states.

As part of GST compensation settlement for-
mula evolved by the Centre, it is to borrow close
to Rs 1,10,000 crore this year for back to back
transfers to states towards meeting their GST
compensation. The borrowing and its interest
is to be settled from realisations on account of
GST compensation cess.

The GST Council has allowed levy of cess
beyond the five year transition period ending
June 2022 to clear all unmet compensation dues

money

Markets back to winning ways

AUTO, POWER
STOCKS RALLY

PTI B MUMBAI

Domestic equity markets on
Friday resumed their
northward journey after a day’s
hiatus, with gains mainly in
auto, power and consumer
durable shares offsetting loss-
es in IT and realty stocks.
The BSE benchmark
Sensex settled 127.01 points or
0.31 per cent higher at
40,685.50; and the broader
NSE Nifty rose 33.90 points or
0.28 per cent to end 11,930.35.
On a weekly basis, the
Sensex rallied 702.52 points or
1.75 per cent, while the Nifty
advanced 167.90 points or 1.42
per cent.

On the Sensex chart on
Friday, Maruti Suzuki was the
top gainer, rallying around 4
per cent, followed by M&M,
Tata Steel, PowerGrid, Bajaj
Auto and NTPC.

On the other hand,
UltraTech Cement, HCL Tech,
HUL and Bajaj Finserv were
among the laggards.

On the sectoral front, BSE
auto, consumer durables,
power, utilities, industrials and
capital goods indices rose up to
2.76 per cent; while realty,
basic materials, IT, healthcare,
teck and bankex ended in the
red. Broader midcap and
smallcap indices rose up to 0.71
per cent. “Markets consoli-
dated further for yet another
day and ended marginally
higher. A mixed trend was
witnessed on the sectoral front
wherein noticeable buying was
observed in auto, consumer

durables and capital goods
space, while realty, IT and
healthcare traded subdued,
said Ajit Mishra, VP - Research,
Religare Broking Ltd. All eyes
are on US markets for updates
on the stimulus package

and upcoming presidential
elections, he said adding that
the news on COVID-19 cases
in Europe will also remain on
the participants’ radar. Bourses
in Hong Kong, Tokyo and
Seoul closed up to 0.54 per cent

higher, while Shanghai fin-
ished in the red. Stock
exchanges in Europe were also
trading in the green in early
deals.

Meanwhile, international
oil benchmark Brent crude
was trading 0.38 per cent high-
er at USD 42.62 per barrel. In
the forex market, the rupee
depreciated 7 paise to close at
73.61 against the US dollar.

Gold falls 375,
silver rises by
3121

PTI B NEW DELHI

Gold prices declined by ¥
75 to ¥51,069 per 10
gram in the national capital
on Friday, according to
HDFC Securities. The pre-
cious metal had closed at
%51,144 per 10 gram in the
previous trade. Silver prices,
however, rose by 121 to
362,933 per kilogram from
362,812 per kilogram in the
previous trade. In the inter-
national market, gold was
trading higher at USD 1,908
per pounce, while silver was
quoting flat at USD 24.72
per pounce.

Rate cut will depend upon moderation in inflation: RBI

PTI Bl MUMBAI

eserve Bank Governor
haktikanta Das has said
that there is room for rate cut
but monetary policy action
would depend upon the evolv-
ing situation on the inflation
front which is currently above
the tolerance level of the cen-
tral bank.
“I recognise that there
exists space for future rate cuts
if the inflation evolves in line

space needs to be used judi-
ciously to support recovery in
growth,” opined the governor
as per the minutes of the
Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) released by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI).

The reconstituted MPC,
which met from October 7 to
9, had decided to keep the
benchmark lending rates
unchanged in view of the hard-
ening of retail inflation.

Das said after the sharpest

ity in the first quarter of 2020-
21, a number of high frequen-
cy indicators of economic
activity for the second quarter
suggest a sequential improve-
ment.

“There are, however,
downside uncertainties that
could put sand in the wheels of
this nascent recovery. Primary
among them is the risk of a sec-
ond wave of COVID-19.
Private investment activity is
likely to be subdued, even as

have eased significantly, he
said.External demand is also
expected to remain anaemic
with sharp contraction in glob-
al economic activity and trade.

As per RBI, the full year
gross domestic product
(GDP) is expected to contract
by 9.5 per cent with a strong
rebound next year.

“On the outlook for infla-
tion, food inflation should
moderate going forward on a
combination of good kharif

season,” the Governor said.
As per the RBI’s assess-
ment, headline inflation
would moderate in H2 of the
current year and further in
Q1 of next fiscal year.
Inflation remained above
the upper tolerance threshold
of 6 per cent since June, with
signs of aggravation of price
pressures. The government
has asked RBI to keep infla-
tion at 4 per cent (+, - 2 per
cent). Deputy Governor and

Debabrata Patra noted that
India has entered a technical
recession in the first half of
the year for the first time in
its history. “GDP is an
aggregative indicator of eco-
nomic activity and hides the
extent of human misery and
the loss of social and human
capital caused by the health
crisis.

“Nonetheless, if the pro-
jections hold, the level of
GDP would have fallen

below its pre-COVID level by
the end of 2020-21 and it may
take years to regain this lost
output,” he said. While vot-
ing for keeping the interest
rate unchanged, RBI
Executive Director Mridul K
Saggar expressed concern that
if current real negative inter-
est rates fall further, it may
generate significant distor-
tions that could adversely
affect aggregate savings, cur-
rent account and medium-

GST officials
bust racket for

availing %50 cr
illegal ITC

PTI B NEW DELHI

Busting an illegal input tax
credit (ITC) racket, GST
officials have arrested a
wannabe chartered accountant
for alleged involvement in pass-
ing on ITC of about ¥50 crore
through a web of 115 fake com-
panies, a source said on Friday.
Prince Manish Kumar
Khatri, a third-year student and
a partner of a CA firm in
Ahmedabad, allegedly regis-
tered fake firms that were used
to avoid paying Goods and
Services Tax (GST) by showing
bills generated by them as ITC.
Inall, ITC 0f%50.24 crore

was wrongfully passed on.

< drops by 7 paise
on $ buying by banks

PTI B MUMBAI

The rupee depreciated by 7
paise to close at 73.61
against the US dollar on Friday
due to dollar buying by banks
possibly on the behalf of the
Reserve Bank. At the interbank
forex market, the local unit
opened weak at 73.62 against
the US dollar and remained
under pressure for the most
part of the session. It moved in

with our expectations. This contraction in economic activ- domestic financial conditions harvest and a favourable rabi MPC member Michael approximately 6 per cent term growth in the economy. | a range of 73.46 to 73.67.
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Washington: The mute button,
or at least the threat of it,
worked well this time as US
President Donald Trump and
his Democratic rival Joe Biden
showed restraint and civility
during the last presidential
debate, unlike their first
encounter when they frequent-
ly spoke over each other, creat-
ing chaos at times.

Far from their raucous first
meeting in Cleveland, Ohio, that
led organisers to introduce the

mute button, the second and
final 90-minute debate between
Trump and Biden at Belmont
University
Tennessee on Thursday night
was less fury and more
urgency.

In the first presidential
debate last month, Trump, 74,
and Biden, 77, fiercely clashed
over a number of issues, includ-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic,
racism, economy and climate,
marked by angry interruptions

US PRESIDENTIAL DEBA:rE o
Mute button brings civility as

Trump, Biden show restraint

in Nashville,
differences.

tisan

final debate.

and bitter accusations.

A media report termed the
mute button a godsend, saying
it also amplified the candidates'

On Monday, the non-par-
Commission
Presidential Debates announced
new rules under which it will
mute microphones for two min-
utes of the rival speakers so as
to give them uninterrupted
opening remarks during the

PTI Bl WASHINGTON

on

PTI ;| death toll of over 223,000.

US President Donald Trump and
his challenger Joe Biden clashed
over Covid-19, immigration, race
relations and climate change during
their final debate, just ahead of the
November 3 presidential election,
presenting Americans with sharply
divergent views of where they would
lead them over the next four years.

The two leaders traded barbs
during the debate that lasted just
over 90 minutes, attacking each
other's positions on controlling the
raging coronavirus pandemic and
curbing the country's world-leading

Trump, Biden spar over
Covid-19, race, climate

The prime-time debate in
Nashville, Tennessee, was a less
acrimonious and more substantive
affair than their previous show-
down on September 29, which
devolved into insults and name-call-
ing. This prompted the debate organ-
isers to put in place muted micro-
phones during the candidates' open-
ing statements on each topic to min-
imise disruption.

The debate, moderated by NBC's
Kristen Welker, saw plenty of per-
sonal attacks between 74-year-old
Trump, a Republican, and his 77-
year-old Democratic rival, Biden,
whose mutual dislike was quite evi-
dent.

Trump accuses Biden of corruption

Washington: US President Donald
Trump and his Democratic rival Joe
Biden accused each other of serious cor-
ruption charges that too from overseas
as they took part in the final presiden-
tial debate and defended their track
record on strongly handling foreign
adversaries.

Trump and Biden shared the stage
for the second and final presidential
debate that was moderated by NBC’s
Kristen Welker on Thursday night in
Nashville, Tennessee.

Trump, a Republican, attacked
Biden, saying, “I don't make money from
China. You do. I don't make money from
Ukraine. You do. I don't make money
from Russia. You made USD 3.5 million”.

“And your son gave you - they
even have a statement that we have to give
10 per cent to the big man. You're the big

man, I think. I don't know. Maybe or not,
but you are the big man, I think. You,
since then, we have to give 10 per cent
to the big man. Joe, what's that all about?
It's terrible,” Trump said, in a reference
to claims by Tony Bobulinski, an ex-busi-
ness partner of Hunter Biden, son of the
former US vice president.

In a statement to press in Nashville,
Bobulinski said the Democratic presi-
dential candidate was to get 10 per cent
in the Chinese business deal.

“I've heard Joe Biden say he never
discussed business with Hunter. That is
false. Tomorrow I will be meeting with
the Senate committee members con-
cerning this matter. And I will be pro-
viding the FBI the devices which contain
the evidence corroborating what I have
said, so I will not be taking any questions
at this time,” he said.

Biden warns any country that interferes in US

Covid-19 vaccine coming in weeks: Trump

Washington: Democratic presidential
candidate Joe Biden has warned that
any country that interferes in
American elections “will pay a price”
ifhe is elected in the November 3 polls,
specifically referring to alleged inter-
ference by China, Russia and Iran.
Biden made the remarks while
responding to a question on how he

American elections during the final
presidential debate with President
Donald Trump at Belmont University
in Nashville on Thursday night.

“They will pay a price if I'm elect-
ed,” Biden said.

“They're interfering with
American sovereignty. That's what's
going on,” he said when asked about

elections ‘will pay a price’ if he is elected

Iran are trying to significantly inter-
fere with the election.

Trump said he was informed of
the recent election interference efforts.
“I knew all about that,” he said.

Top US intelligence officials this
week claimed that both Iran and
Russia have obtained US voter regis-
tration information in an effort to

Washington: A Covid-19 vaccine
is “ready” and coming “within
weeks” and would be distributed by
the military, US President Donald
Trump said on Thursday while his
Democratic challenger Joe Biden
alleged that America is about to
enter into a “dark winter” as they
clashed over their policies on the
pandemic during the final presi-
dential debate.

than two weeks ahead of the cru-
cial presidential election on
November 3, started in Nashville,
Tennessee, with opening remarks by
both the candidates, when the
mike of the other was muted to
avoid interruptions. The coron-
avirus dominated the opening min-
utes of the Trump-Biden face-off
with President Trump terming the
contagion a “worldwide problen”.

coming. It's ready, it's going to be
announced within weeks and it's
going to be delivered,” Trump, 74,
said adding that companies like
Johnson & Johnson, Moderna and
Pfizer are doing very well on that
front. “We also have others that
we're working on very closely with
other countries, in particular,
Europe,” he said.

Asserting that his timeline is

said he has his generals lined up for
the fast distribution of the vaccine,
as he expects to have 100 million
vials.

“As soon as we have the vac-
cine, he (general) is ready to go;” said
the president, who is seeking re-
election. Former vice president
Biden, 77, challenged Trump and
alleged that his policies have result-
ed in a large number of deaths in

would deter foreign interference in

US intelligence reports that Russia and

interfere in the election.

PTI The 90-minute debate, just less

“We have a vaccine that's

going to be more accurate, Trump

the country. PTI

China warns UK not to offer
citizenship to Hong Kong residents

PTI M BEIJING

China on Friday threatened to stop recognising the UK-
issued passports for Hong Kong residents after the coun-
try reaffirmed its plan to offer a route to its citizenship to thou-
sands of people living in the former British
colony.

The British government announced in July that it will open
a new special pathway to obtaining British citizenship for eli-
gible Hong Kongers from January 2021 after China imposed
a new, sweeping national security law on Hong Kong.

The British offer is not for all residents of Hong Kong,
but only those holding a British National Overseas (BNO)
passport.

China's Foreign Ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian told a
media briefing here that the Chinese government has repeat-
edly made clear its “strong stance on this issue, but the British
side has insisted on interfering with Hong Kong affairs and
China's domestic issues.”

“As the British side broke its own promises, the Chinese
government will consider not recognising the BNO passport
as a valid travel document, and reserve the right to impose
further measures,” he said.

The new “Hong Kong BN(O) Visa” will allow the hold-
er to enter and remain in Britain for an initial period of 30
months, extendable by a further 30 months, or a single peri-
od of five years, according to information on the British gov-
ernment's website.

“You'll be able to work and study, but you won't be able
to access public funds such as social welfare benefits,” Hong
Kong-based South China Morning quoted the statement as
saying. Holders can apply to settle in Britain once they have
lived there for five years.

“After 12 months with this status, you can apply for British
citizenship,” the statement said.

US Embassy in
Turkey issues alert
on potential attacks

Istanbul: The US Embassy in Turkey issued
a security alert Friday, saying it received
reports of a possible attack on Americans
and other foreigners, and temporarily sus-
pended consular services.

“The US Mission in Turkey has received
credible reports of potential terrorist attacks
and kidnappings against US citizens and for-
eign nationals in Istanbul, including against
the US Consulate General, as well as poten-
tially other locations in Turkey;” the embassy
said in a statement.

The embassy in Ankara, Turkey's capi-
tal, urged American citizens to exercise cau-
tion, including while at large office buildings,
shopping malls and other locations where
foreigners gather. It said citizen and visa ser-
vices would be temporarily suspended at all
US consulates in Turkey.

The Islamic State group and an outlawed
Kurdish militant group conducted deadly
attacks on Turkish soil between 2015 and
2017. A far-left group has also previously tar-
geted the U.S. Embassy in Ankara.

A US Embassy spokesperson said: “The
US mission to Turkey issued this notice as
a result of our ongoing assessment of secu-
rity conditions. The statement speaks for
itself. We are grateful for the support of the
Turkish government in ensuring the safety
of Americans living in Turkey as well as
Turkish citizens who visit our Embassy and
Consulates” AP

Israel strikes Gaza
after Palestinian
militants fire rockets

AP W JERUSALEM

The Israeli military said on Friday it launched
overnight airstrikes in the Gaza Strip after
Palestinian militants fired two rockets, with no
reports of casualties or major damage on either
side.

The military said fighter jets and other air-
craft struck a weapons manufacturing site and
“underground infrastructure” belonging to the
Islamic militant group Hamas, which rules Gaza.

Late Thursday, Palestinian militants fired
two rockets into Israel. One was intercepted by
Israeli missile defenses while the other fell in an
open area.

Israel and Hamas have fought three wars and
several skirmishes since the militant group seized
power from rival Palestinian forces in 2007. Israel
holds Hamas responsible for all attacks ema-
nating from Gaza, including those claimed by
other militant groups.

Israel and Egypt have maintained a crippling
blockade on the coastal territory, which is home
to 2 million Palestinians, since Hamas seized
power.

Earlier this week, Israel announced the dis-
covery of an unfinished tunnel dug by militants
that had crossed into Israel before it was detect-
ed by underground sensors. It said the tunnel
ran dozens of meters (yards) underground and
was intended to facilitate attacks.

Israel has uncovered around 20 such tunnels
since the last war with Hamas, in 2014.

Pak’s anti-corruption
body slaps fresh graft
case on Nawaz Sharif

Islamabad: Pakistan's anti-corruption body has
slapped a fresh corruption case on deposed prime
minister Nawaz Sharif, compounding the legal
woes of the embattled Opposition leader who has
frequently attacked the powerful military as well
as the Government.

Sharif, the 70-year-old supremo of the
Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz) who was oust-
ed from power in 2017 by the Supreme Court on
corruption charges, is currently in London for
medical treatment.

The National Accountability Bureau also
approved cases against Sharif's ex-personal sec-
retary Fawad Hasan Fawad, former federal min-
ister Ahsan Igbal, former foreign secretary Aizaz
Chaudhry and former Intelligence Bureau (IB)
chief Aftab Sultan, Dawn newspaper reported. On
Thursday, a total of 11 cases were approved at
NAB's Executive Board Meeting (EBM) presided
over by its chairman, retired Justice Javed Igbal.

According to the NAB, a fresh case was
approved against Sharif along with Chaudhry,
Sultan and Fawad for “illegally” purchasing 73
high-security vehicles for the security of foreign
dignitaries. They are accused of favouritism and
illegal use of vehicles, causing a loss of over Rs
1,952 million to the national exchequer.

The EBM also approved a case against Ahsan
Igbal and Mohammad Ahmed, contractor/owner
of private firm Ahmed and Sons, for increasing
the scope of the Sports City project in Narowal
from Rs 30 million to Rs 3 billion by “abusing the
authority”. PTI

R&AW chief’s
meeting with Nepal
PM sparks criticism

Kathmandu: Nepal Prime Minister K P Sharma Oli
has come under fire, including from the ruling
Communist Party leaders, for breaching diplomatic
norms over his meeting with Research and Analysis
Wing (R&AW) chief Samant Kumar Goel.

Goel called on Prime Minister Oli at his official
residence at Baluwatar on Wednesday evening.

However, the Indian intelligence chief's visit did
not go down well with some political leaders of the
country, including members of the ruling party
Nepal Communist Party (NCP).

The meeting that took place between RAW chief
Goel and Prime Minister Oli was against diplomatic
norms and it doesn't serve Nepal's national interest,
said senior ruling party leader Bhim Rawal.

“As the meeting took place in a non-transparent
manner without consulting with the concerned sec-
tion of the Foreign Ministry, this may also contribute
to weakening our state mechanism,” he pointed out.

Bishnu Rijal, deputy chief of the foreign affairs
department of the NCP, said politicians should not
overstep in matters related to diplomacy.

“Diplomacy should be handled by diplomats—not
politicians,” he said.

“The present confusion over the visit of the R&KAW
chief is the result of the handling of diplomacy by politi-
cians,” he said.

Nepali Congress central leader Gagan Thapa in a
tweet said the meeting posed a threat to national secu-
rity. “The meeting was not only the breach of our diplo-
matic norms but it also poses threat to our national
security, which needs to be investigated into,” Thapa
tweeted. PTI
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PROGRESSIVE BIHAR: PM

He paid his respect to late Ram Vilas
Paswan but remained silent on his LJP, now
being led by his son Chirag, who has gone
alone in the polls refusing to accept
Nitish as the NDA’s Chief Ministerial can-
didate and has been hitting out at the JD
(U) leader.

Bringing the focus back on the abro-
gation of Article 370, Modi said, “The
NDA Government abrogated Article 370.
These people (Opposition) say they will
bring it back if they come to power. After
saying this they dare to ask for votes from
Bihar. Is this not an insult of Bihar,” he said.

The Prime Minister referred to the
clash of Indian and Chinese soldiers in
Ladakh on the Line of Actual Control say-
ing, “The sons of Bihar lost their lives in
Galwan Valley for the tricolour and
ensured Bharat Mata’s head is held high.
Jawans of Bihar were also martyred in
Pulwama attack. I bow my head at their
feet and pay respects”

Modi took the Opposition, particularly
the RJD (with which Kumar formed the
Government in the State prior to 2017
before he joined hands with the BJP), to
task saying it did not allow the Chief
Minister to work in the State and imped-
ed its development.

“When I as Gujarat Chief Minister and
Nitish attended UPA’s central meetings,
Nitish always told them - don't stall
Bihar’s development. But for 10 years, those
who were defeated in Bihar were angry,
they influenced the Centre and ensured
Nitish cannot work. They wasted Bihar’s
10 years,” said the Prime Minister.

Modi is the main face of the NDAs
campaign factoring Kumar’s successive run
as the Chief Minister inviting anti-incum-
bency against the NDA.

“The people who once ruled Bihar are
again looking at the developing state with
their greedy eyes. But, Bihar must not for-
get who pushed them backward, that was
the time when there was worsening law
and order situation and corruption in the
state,” Modi said attacking RJD-rule in
Bihar.

Modi credited Kumar for ending ‘jun-
gle Raj” under the RJD governance and
ending “lawlessness in Bihar”.

Modi said people of Bihar know that
it is important to make Kumar the Chief

the State. The parties who are today
standing against NDA are against the
growth of the country, he said

Modi also paid respect to RJD’s
Raghuvansh Prasad who passed away
recently.

“Bihar lost its two sons recently. I pay
my respects to Ram Vilas Paswan, who was
with me till his last breath and gave his
entire life for the welfare of the poor and
Dalits. Similarly, Babu Raghuvansh Prasad
Singh also worked for poor. I pay respects
to him,” he said.

Modi said people of Bihar know that
it is important to make Kumar the CM
again for faster development of the State.
The parties who are today standing against
NDA are against the growth of the coun-
try, he said

“Bihar deserves quality education.
Can it be ensured by those who don't even
know the value of education or by those
who are working 24/7 to bring IITs and
AIIMS to Bihar? asked Modi at his
Bhagalpur rally.

“Each and every citizen of Bihar must
cast his or her vote in the upcoming Bihar
elections, following all the guidelines and
social distancing norms related to coron-
avirus. Also, I will like to appeal to all to
‘Go Local’ while you shop for the festivals
this year, promote local artisans,” he said.

Modi said without prompt action,
“many, many more” would have died of
Covid-19 and there would have been
“unimaginable mayhem”

RAHUL RAPS MQODI ON
MIGRANT CRISIS,
CHINESE AGGRESSION

Addressing another election rally at
Bhagalpur, Rahul alleged that Modi and
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar broke
the backbone of the farmers, and medium
and small businesses in the State.

He said Modi calls himself a nation-
alist but weakened the country over the last
six years. “Economy is suppressed and
farmers oppressed,” Rahul added.

The Congress leader also hit out at the
Centre over the recent farm laws, saying
these have been brought to attack the farm-
ers. “They had ended the mandi system
and the MSP regime in Bihar already and
now, they are doing that across the coun-

HOUSE PANEL WARNS
PENALTY IF AMAZON
DISOBEYS SUMMONS

According to sources, the MPs asked
many questions and clarifications about
how the foreign company can ensure data
protection and privacy and their respon-
sibility to Indian agencies. The joint com-
mittee has 20 members from the Lok Sabha
and 10 from the Rajya Sabha.

Recently, the Congress had accused
Facebook of favouring the ruling BJP by
ignoring the hate speeches of its leaders.
It had written to Facebook Chief Executive
Officer Mark Zuckerberg to investigate
allegations that the social media compa-
ny’s India team ignored hate speech pol-
icy to avoid ruining its relationship with
the BJP. It had based its allegations on a
report of the Wall Street Journal. The social
networking major had refuted the allega-
tions.

Incidentally, the BJP also accused
Facebook of bias. Union IT Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad wrote to Zuckerberg say-
ing in the run up to 2019 General Elections
in India, there was a concerted effort by
Facebook India management to not just
delete pages or substantially reduce their
reach but also offer no recourse or right
of appeal to affected people who are sup-
portive of the right-of-centre ideology. “I
am also aware that dozens of emails writ-
ten to Facebook management received no
response. The above documented cases of
bias and inaction are seemingly a direct
outcome of the dominant political beliefs
of individuals in your Facebook India
team,” he alleged.

GOVT SETS STOCK LIMIT
FOR ONION TRADERS TO
CHECK ITS PRICES

Assam, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,
Chandigarh, Haryana, Telangana and
Tamil Nadu have shown interest and tak-

ing a total of 8,000 tonnes of onion from
the buffer she said, adding that the

States.

According to Sudhanshu Pandey,
Secretary, Department of Food and Public
Distribution, there has been an increase in
the price of onion due to rainfall in
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh and
Karnataka.

“The All India average retail price vari-
ation of onions as on October 21, when
compared to last year is 22.12 % (from Rs
45.33 to Rs 55.60 per/Kg) and when com-
pared to last 5 years average is 114.96 %
(from Rs 25.87 to 55.60 per/ Kg).
Therefore, the prices have increased by
more than 100% when compared with
average of last 5 years,” he said.

According to the data of Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, the maximum price of
onion is at Rs 100 per kg while the mini-
mum rate is quoted at Rs 25 per kg and
the model price is estimated at Rs 70 per
kg. The Ministry has asked States and
Union Territories to take onion from it
buffer stock for retail intervention.

The centre is offering onion from the
buffer stock stored at Nashik, Maharasthra,
at the procured rate of Rs 26-28 per kg to
States who wish to lift the stock on their
own.
For others who want it to be delivered,
the offered price would be Rs 30 per kg.
Besides this, cooperative Nafed, which is
procuring and maintaining the onion
buffer stock on behalf of the Government,
is offloading the stock in wholesale man-
dis across the country.

The wholesale and retail prices have
increased in markets across the country.
Nashik cultivates 60 per cent of
Maharashtra’s onions and the Lasalgaon
agriculture produce market committee
(APMC) is the largest wholesale onion
market in India. Heavy rainfall damaged
the new kharif onions to a large extent and
the new kharif crop is expected to arrive
by mid-November. Heavy rainfall has
affected onion supply which has resulted
in price hike.

People in the business have said that
onion prices may go up as high as Rs 120
per kg as its production has been affect-
ed in most of the key States. This is like-
ly to continue till February net year till the
new crop season arrives.

The prices of seasonal fruits such as
apple, grapes, gooseberry, guava and
orange (imported) are below Rs 100 per

guava is availalbe at Rs 50-60 a kg while
grapes, gooseberry and orange (imported)
are selling at Rs 70-80 per kg. Besides,
prices of potato and tomato also spiked in
the past few days. The retail price of pota-
to is at Rs 50 per kg while tomato is at Rs
70-80 per kg due to short supply.

PAK REMAINS IN TERROR
WATCHDOG’S GREY LIST

FATF has reiterated that Pakistan
needs to continue working on the imple-
mentation of its action plan and address
its strategic deficiencies, which include:

* Demonstrating that law enforcement
agencies (LEAs) are identifying and inves-
tigating the widest range of terrorist
financing (TF) activity and that TF inves-
tigations and prosecutions target desig-
nated persons and entities, and those act-
ing on behalf or at the direction of the des-
ignated persons and entities.

* Demonstrating that TF prosecutions
result in effective, proportionate and dis-
suasive sanctions.

* Demonstrating effective implemen-
tation of targeted financial sanctions
against all 1267 and 1373 designated ter-
rorists and those acting for or on their
behalf, preventing the raising and moving
of funds including in relation to non-prof-
it organizations (NPOs), identifying and
freezing assets (movable or immovable),
and prohibiting access to funds and finan-
cial services. * Demonstrating enforcement
against TFS violations, including in rela-
tion to NPOs, of administrative and crim-
inal penalties and provincial and federal
authorities cooperating on enforcement
cases.

While the decision by the FATF has
clarified that Pakistan’s only way out of the
grey list is by complying with the 27-point
action plan, Pakistan Foreign Minister
Shah Mehmood Qureshi said that it was
India’s desire to see Pakistan slipping into
the black list, adding that New Delhi’s plans
have failed.

KAPIL DEV SUFFERS
HEART ATTACK

Angioplasty is a procedure to open
blocked arteries and restore normal blood

short statement on his instagram account
expressed gratitude for the concern and
support extended to his family.

“Thank you everyone for all the love and
concern. I am overwhelmed with the good
wishes and well on the road to recovery,”
the statement read. The 1983 World
Cup-winning legendary all-rounder was
wished a speedy recovery by many on
social media, including India’s current cap-
tain Virat Kohli and Sachin Tendulkar
among others.

COVID TAKES SHINE OFF
DELHI'S RAMLEELA

In East Delhi, the Dussehra festival
held at CBD ground near Karkardooma
attracts thousands, but this year the size
of the crowd cannot be more than 200 as
per the Delhi Disaster Management
Authority (DDMA) directions, organisers
of the Shri Balaji Ramlila Committee said.

“We are prepared with small-sized effi-
gies to be burnt on Dussehra.
Arrangements have also been made to
maintain social distancing. However,
police permission is awaited after which
the size of the gathering will be fixed,
Satish Agarwal, patron of the Committee,
said.

The DDMA had on October 11 issued
guidelines for holding gatherings ahead of
the festival, limiting the number to a max-
imum of 200 people and restrictions on
setting up food stalls, swings, squatting
among others at the venues.

In view of the threat of COVID-19
infection, difficulties in keeping the crowd
size under 200 and enforcing social dis-
tancing, many Dussehra festival organis-
ers here will also resort to using footage
of previous years as well as audio-visual
and light effects to recreate effigy burning
and stream it online.

“We will use previous footage with
light and sound effects this year as it will
be very difficult to control the crowd and
ensure social distancing in view of
COVID-19,” Ashok Goel of Sri Keshav
Ramleela Committee in Model Town
said. Anil Sharma, president of RK Puram
Ramleela Dharmik Samiti, said a short ver-
sion of four-day-long Ramleela will be fol-
lowed by a symbolic Ravana Dahan with
use of sound and light effects.
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SUSHMITA SEN

judged by its cover.

around the world.

Fashion has a special place
in my heart. Qver the years,
| have learnt that fashion is
like a book. It shouldn’t be

However, the reason we put
a lot of thought into how
we present ourselves in the
fashion industry is because
it is the way we connect
and inspire with people

WHY THE CAGE

Filmmaker IDA ALl is irrefutable in her
approach. Stories and people inspire her.
Perhaps, it's also why she chose her house
help to be the protagonist and leading actor for
her debut short film, Bechari Chidiya, shot and
directed during the lockdown. She tells Chahak
Mittal how a story can be expressed through a
film with very limited resources

hy are the best examples
Wsought out from our
everyday lives? Perhaps,

because they are very much in
front of us; only we know what it’s
like to be in that situation; and they
are our very realities.

For filmmaker Ida Ali, her
debut directorial Bechari Chidiya,
also turned out to be an example
taken from her most immediate
surroundings. Rather, her home.
When her house help, whom she
refers to as “didi’; could not go back
to her home in Odisha during the
lockdown, it occurred to Ida to
make a film about how even
though, unlike thousands, “she was
in a house, she was not in her
home” The film revolves
around
how

during the nationwide lockdown,
a domestic-worker is stuck at her
employer’s house. Alone and
unable to return to her village, she
finds an unlikely companion.

The film, which is a part of the
Life: Summer of 2020 series of short
films, shot in lockdown, by
Lockdown Shorts Studio, is now set
to release on Disney Hotstar.
Excerpts:

“THow did you conceptualise the
film? How long did it take for you
to complete it given the lock-
down?

--.-nal-

L] ]
.. e

Jdddddd

VIJAY VARMA

Gully Boy became a
splendid success and also
became a part of pop cul-
ture, and it spoke to the
audience very loud. So, |
think that was the turning
point in my life. Basically |
was part of projects that
didn’t meet the thunder-
ous success of Gully Boy,
so that was the only dif-
ference.

SHORT

ANURAG BASU

CIRCUITS

Ludo is unlike any film I've
made before. It was fantastic
working with such a talented
ensemble, where each actor
brought a unique vision and
craft. (Composer) Pritam, one
of my closest collaborators
who | have worked with on so
many projects, worked closely
with me to bring this film to
life. | am so grateful to him.

vivacity

NEW NORMAL 60 MINUTES

When I heard about
Lockdown Shorts and was asked to
think of a story, I instinctively
looked to my surroundings. Who
were the people in my vicinity?
How were they affected by the
lockdown?

My house help, whom I call
“didi,” is one of the most important
people in my life. She is someone

whom I have lived with for years.
And yet, my home was not her
home because she had her
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own family
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in her village in Odisha. The lock-
down kept her from taking that
one-time-a-year holiday to go to
her home and meet her kids and
grandkids. So my idea was based
on not only her but on every work-
er from villages who had come to
the city to find work and got stuck
in the lockdown, unable to go back
home.

Luckily, my didi turned out to
be a fantastic actor. I cast her as
the only charac-

ter in my film. I shot the film on
my iPhone and the production
stage of the film went by very fast.
The post-production was a little
more tricky because films have so
many collaborators and I got in
touch with some really talented
people  for the post.
Communication, sending footage
and coordinating was a challenge,
but we made it work.

“TWhat were the on-ground chal-
lenges while directing your debut
film during the lockdown?

Obviously, I had never direct-
ed a film, especially not during a
lockdown. I ended up doing all the
production work, including sound,
camera, costumes, set and direc-
tion. But as much as it was chal-
lenging to single-handedly handle
everything, it actually empowered
me. It showed me what adaptive
filmmaking means. It can be cre-
ated anywhere and anyhow.

“TWhy the title, Bechari Chidiya?
Does it aim to metaphorically
reflect the trapped reality that
Summer of 2020 became for
those who are always wandering?

Living on the 34th floor, I saw
an immediate increase in the bird
population in Mumbai after the
lockdown. They took over the
city, flocked the then empty streets
and even enjoyed the sunrise on
my balcony. In my fascination
with them, I thought about how a
bird could be someone’s only com-
panion if one was spending the
lockdown alone. The idea was
that how a bird and a woman
become reflections of each other in
that time. It is not a trap but sim-
ply an acceptance of nature.

TDuring the migrant crisis in
lockdown, while house helps and
daily wage labourers were losing
their jobs, to the contrary, in your
film, the maid is instead stuck at
home. It’s a completely new angle
to how crises in lockdown have
been portrayed and looked at so
far...

2 songs. It is very close to the

MIRA NAIR

Monsoon Wedding is a won-
derful musical with music
from Vishal Bhardwaj, 21 new

film in spirit, but it’s a stage
musical. And that's some-
thing that | have been work-
ing on very painstakingly for
10-11 years. So now we are
ready. We’re looking for
COVID to leave us so that we
can open on the big stages.

The migrant crisis really
opened eyes and conversations
about the sad reality of the work-
ers in India — in a way it was
needed. However, my perspective
came from what I knew and what
I saw firsthand. It is shocking to
see that such few films have cov-
ered the lives of domestic helpers.
It is almost like they have been
overlooked. Well, I did not want
my didi to be overlooked. I want-
ed to play with identity crisis even
when one may be in a secure place
— she was in a house but not in
her home.

TTHow do you think lockdown
gave birth to new ventures for
many?

I think the lockdown, for
aspiring filmmakers like me, pro-
moted the idea of making films
when one is not comfortable — ith
a smaller crew, over the internet,
planning way in advance. This was
when people really pushed to find
new and alternative methods to
work. I think when someone steps
out of their comfort zone is when
they are truly free to be as creative
and unique as they want to be. I
think it was that for me.

Do you think post-COVID,
the Indian cinema will have a
changed face as it will need to
showcase more realistic angles to
how life has seen a drastic
change?

Post-COVID, the entire world
will be drastically changed. Well,
it is already so different. Masks and
distancing will not disappear
overnight. People have learnt to
segregate what is important for
them from what is not, be it
friendships, jobs or even leisure-
ly activities and I think that will
stay on. As cinema is a reflection
or at most a satire on the real
world, it is bound to change.

After the WWI, the German
Cinema took off showcasing the
surrealist style that resonated with
many who had been through the
war. After the WWII, the French
cinema took off. The tough times

always, always, contribute to
art for the better and hope-
fully, so will 2020.

PULKIT SAMRAT

| loved Taish’s script.
The opportunity to play a
character I've never tried
was very exciting. |
thought it would lead to an
enriching experience. Bejoy
(Nambiar, director) had a
vision and when | came on
board, we brought my char-
acter to life together. We
discussed his back story,
and his life journey.

“TWhat does an Ida Ali character
look like? What is your strategy
to write and create a character?

I take great interest in people
and they could be anyone, be they
my mother, my friend’s grandfa-
ther, or even some passerby on the
street. I want to know more about
them, always.

It’s a process. First, I would,
inevitably, start building a backsto-
ry for a person. Then, a future.
Then, Id think about or try to
explore what they are thinking of.
The characters I create are prob-
ably, mostly holistic. Other than
that, I do not want them to be the
same type. I want to explore all
kinds of people.

7Sir Imtiaz Ali (Ida’s father)
has been a cherished filmmaker
in the Indian cinema. And being
the daughter of a famous direc-
tor, has it ever felt burdened to
match up to his level?

Well, I am asked this question
a lot and very honestly, this is
when I feel ‘burdened’ the most.
Other than that, my aim in life is
to create and present stories. [ am
already doing that, and some peo-
ple seem to appreciate it.
Currently, I chose to let go of that
burden and be happy on even one
smile that my film brings to a per-
sons face.

“TWhat made you to pursue a
career as a filmmaker? Was it
because of your parents? How
have your growing up years
shaped you as a filmmaker?

My parents have been making
films ever since I can remember.
I would be naive to think that it
did not influence me to become a
filmmaker. However, what I real-
ly credit for my interest in making
films is stories. I find them intrigu-
ing. I've listened to them for
hours and not let my eyes shut
even when I was being put to bed
because I wanted to listen to
more.

Now, I have started to tell my
own storie, create them and bring
them alive through films, present-
ing them in the exact way I imag-
ined in my mind. I wanted to be a
filmmaker just to be able to do this.

STUDIO CHAT 30 MINUTES

Cricketer Neil Upadhyay
could never imagine getting
involved in match-fixing. Not
after a 20-year career in Indian
Cricket, sacrificing everything
for it — his stake in a large fam-
ily business, his loved ones,
marriage and personal life. He
had fought tooth and nail to
coach his family’s cricket team
in the glitzy new Indian Club
Cricket League (ICCL). After
winning the ICC Emerging
Cricketer' award at 19, Neil was
expected to become the next
Kapil Dev. But due to a major
setback in his family business,
his ambitions are blown, which
leads him to make some
unthinkable compromises, tak-
ing his dream team stand on the
brink. Will he be able to salvage
his reputation and attain victo-
ry?

Author Suman Dubey’s
forthcoming debut novel, The
Fixer: Winning Has A Price.
How Much Will You Pay? nar-
rates the tale of a cricketer-
turned-fixer who finds himself
up against the wall when his
family business takes an unfor-
tunate turn.

On the book’s trailer

A shot at stake

Author SUMAN DUBEY’s debut novel,
The Fixer, revolves around crime and
power in the world of Indian cricket

FL/ER  THE  FIMED CONVERSATION

launch, director Sujoy Ghosh
and cricketer-turned-commen-
tator Aakash Chopra shared
their thoughts on the book.
During the chat, UnFixed
Conversation, with RJ Rishi
Kapoor, Sujoy, Aakash and
Suman spoke about the plot of
the book, the trailer and all
things films and cricket.

Sujoy said, “After seeing the
trailer, my first thought was, this
is a screenplay for a thriller film
and not a book! I observed that

the book is more about the per-
son and not the sport. Stories
and films are based on emo-
tional journeys, and this book
is about the journey of redemp-
tion. This trailer gives the
impression  of  Rocky
(Hollywood film) on the crick-
et field. The plot of this book
has great emotional value and
has potential for a film or a web
series”

Talking about match-fixing,
he added, “There’s something
dark about any and every
industry, including cricket.
These things are part and par-
cel of life. We see it in the film
industry as well. Both cricket
and the film industry are very
alike. T am as good or bad as the
last film I made, just like how
a cricketer is as good or bad as
his last performance on the
pitch”

Aakash said, “Match-fixing
is about honesty and ethics, and
not about the money. I have
seen so many players from
humble backgrounds reporting
being approached for match-
fixing. While I may not be able
to suggest the actors who can
play the leading man, I would
love to play a pivotal role,
maybe as a commentator, if a
film is ever made on The Fixer?”

Suman said, “I look at my
book as a source of entertain-
ment for my readers. I wanted
to provide them with a sneak-
peek of the story with a trailer.
The most exciting thing about
writing this book was that at
one point, it felt like the main
character took off on his own
journey beyond my control.
This journey of writing a fic-
tion-thriller novel has been the
most exciting experience for me
as it combined my passion for
observing human nature with
my zest for storytelling”

(Published by Rupa
Publications, the book is avail-
able for pre-order in paperback
and ebook. It will also be avail-
able online and in other book
stores from October 26.)

A

Coronavirus pandemic
has thrown extraordi-
nary challenges at peo
ple. It is heartbreaking
to see the loss of lives
and employment. I &
have tried to empow-
er as many people as
possible through our
venture”

that his platform has
made around 1,000
home chefs turn into
entrepreneurs during
the lockdown. “We
have managed to create
about 1,000 new food

Arjun says, “The

The actor reveals s ”

ctor Arjun Kapoor had recently
invested in an emerging food
delivery start-up, FoodCloud, with the
aim to improve gender parity. He
seems to have pivoted towards
empowering as many people as
possible to be self-reliant during the
Coronavirus pandemic with his
business platform.

=

Heartbreaking to see
loss of jobs: Arjun

entrepreneurs from across the country
on our fast-growing platform and
that’s a big achievement for us

company, he says.

T
Rt

because these people have
become self-reliant in this stifling
lockdown situation. We have
always wanted people to realise
their dreams through self-

reliance, and been a vocal for local

Arjun is happy to con-
i tribute towards providing
business opportunities to
people during the pan-
demic. He adds, “These
home chefs have found
economic stability by
turning entrepreneurs
1 and it gives us great joy
%& to see them happy.

I8 They have come on

W

vehicle of dreams.”

board our platform and
found a new way to
1 feed their families and
ﬁ take care of their needs.
“ We are proud that they
have chosen us to be their
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With the cheer of

uring these challenging and
D unprecedented times, we
have seen a lot many dras-
tic changes and have tried to adapt
to a new normal. However, thank-
fully some things never change like
the festive cheer. The raging
COVID-19 pandemic has not
deterred the tattoo enthusiasts from
keeping up their excitement, espe-
cially during the festive season as it
brings positivity and spirituality.
Getting inked is truly a form of
self-expression and tattoos during
Indian festivities are gaining
increased popularity these days.
Men and women are keen on get-
ting the ones that signify the impor-
tance of their tradition with a com-
bination of ideas that are an exten-
sion of their personality. Believe it
or not but religions and tattoos have
a long history together. The carv-
ings on prehistoric rocks were
copied by tribal communities on
their bodies. The process is known
as gudna (burying the needle in
Hindi). They flaunted the markings
as jewellery — the kind which no
one could take away from them

festive season,
millennials are embracing religious

and spiritual tattoos like that of
MAA DURGA and LORD RAM

even if they lose everything. Some
people choose religious tattoos to
represent their own beliefs and oth-
ers choose symbols they like with-
out paying attention to their mean-
ings. This year, despite the pandem-
ic, millennials are showing their
love for artwork to display their idea
of power and spreading the message
of good over evil by getting religious
tattoos.

The trend of people wearing art
on their skin to reflect their faith or
religion is growing and has more
like a style statement. With Navratri
and other festivals around the cor-
ner, there has been an increase in
the number of spiritual or religious
tattoos. Youngsters would come up
with their tattoo designs in the form
of images, symbols, sacred words
etc. to dedicate love for Goddess
Durga.

Veteran tattoo artist, Lokesh
Verma, Founder of Devilz Tattooz
says, "Despite the pandemic the
loyal art lovers are coming to get
inked this Navratri. There is always
a rise among women to get inked
during Navratri as a form of flaunt-

CAUSE 60 MINUTES

vivacity

ing the body art & i
spreading the mes-
sage of equality &
women empower-
ment to the society by
getting tattoos of
Goddess Kali &
Durga which repre-
sent power, harmony
& strength. Religious
Tattoos are a symbol
of faith & good luck
for many to stay pos-
itive & believing the
god & goddess is near
protecting them from
the evil."

Celebrity tattoo
artist, Vikas Malani,
Founder of
BodyCanvas Tattoos
says, "While the
women have been
getting tattoos that
are inspired by or
directly related to the
Mother Goddess
Durga, or traditional
tribal tattoos like
rabari, decorative
henna-like tattoos;
the men either get
bigger tattoos done
that depict the story
of the Ramayana or
the victory of good
over evil. The most
relatable tattoos are
those of Goddess
Durga, Ravana, the
symbolic representa-
tion of the trident or
Trishul, the lotus
flower that signifies
purity and harmony, |
and the tiger/lion tat-
toos that signify
power and strength.”

International
artist, Micky Malani,
Co-owner of BodyCanvas Tattoos
says, "A lot of women come to us
during Navratri for tattoos that give
out a very strong social message.
While some get color/black and
grey tattoos done of the beautiful-
ly fierce eyes of Maa Durga, some
women also like to get ornamental
tattoos done like that of an

anklet/bracelet that compli-
ments the overall get up of
their Navratri outfit. A few
couples also come together to
get tattoos done that repre-
sent the bond they share
along with some cultural/tra-
ditional touch."

Some women also like to
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get ornamental tattoos done
like that of an anklet/bracelet
that compliments the overall
get up of their Navratri out-
fit. A few couples also come
together to get tattoos done
that represent the bond they
share along with some cultur-
al/traditional touch."

A twist

akmé Salon and designer duo

Monica & Karishma of JADE
came together to launch a collection
titled The New School of Brides, a
showcase of distinctive hair and
make-up looks and designs at
Lakmé Fashion Week 2020 Digital
First Season Fluid Edition.

The two brands presented a col-
lection that is set to become a guide-
book for the brides of 2020 — from
opulent makeup and hair created to
the intricately handcrafted couture
collection the designers. The show
was a presentation of oomph, style,
craftsmanship and skill, but above
all, an ode to the many moods and
emotions of the bride.

Designers Monica and
Karishma from JADE showed that
they deeply understand the dreams
and hopes of brides on their wed-
ding day and immortalized these
feelings through couture.

The designers drew inspira-
tion from their own experiences -
as brides full of hope and dreams -
combined with their love for fabri-
cating designs that encapsulated the
excitement and thrill of the new
beginnings. The collection is a sub-
tle invitation to look beyond the
grey clouds and revel in the silver
linings, just like the bride does. And,
for the same reason, the colours
used in this range are lush and
enchanting - berries, reds, pinks -
vibrant tones that symbolize joy,
excitement, and hopefulness.

They used Kasab and lace to
curate intricately handcrafted
designs for Ek Taar lehengas (where
each piece is intricately handcraft-
ed with just one thread), textured

VOGUE 30 MINUTES

to traditional styles

sirty amiave <t Designer duo Monica & KARISHMA of JADE and LAKME SALON came together to

elegant blouses that gave
splendour with a global

ensemble was further
underscored using mas-
terfully crafted acces-
sories like silver bibs, Ek
Taar belts, embellished
mules, and cross-body
sling bags.

Completing the daz-
zling JADE ensembles
was the new hair and
make-up collection by
Lakmé Salon. The collec-
tion plays up the beauty
of the eyes with glitter
and colour - in combina-
tion with baroque hair-
styles featuring textured
braids and twisted buns,
fixing the spotlight firm-
ly on the bride.

The models sported
a contemporary, subtle
belle look with a focus
on the eyes - enhanced
using glitter with splashes of colour,
colour on the waterline, bewitching
eyelashes, and fluffy feathered eye-
brows, offset by glowing glass skin
and nude lips. Shades of mahogany
and brown were extensively used
with bronze glitter to add depth and
dimension to the eyes.

The hair exhibited a playful ren-
dition of structure through texture
and layering - from Dual Textured
Braids for instant glam and extra
oomph to Entwined Twin Dutch
Braids that give the ensemble a royal
look, flirtatious braided ponytails for
playful moments to a French Twist
for a modern rendition of the clas-
sic chic style and the timeless Top
Knot that flatters all face shapes.

Pooja Singh, National Creative
Director - Hair, Lakmé Salon
adds, "Hairstyles for the New
School of Brides twist the bound-
aries of traditional styles for con-
temporary looks - there are rich
combinations with breath-taking
Dual Textured Braids, enchanting
Entwined Twin Dutch Braids, a
royal French twist and a Ponytail
with braids. We have replaced the
plain traditional bun with a French
twist and fun top knot to craft a
fresh look. Each style in this new
collection plays with structure
through texturing and layered
braiding."

Anupma Katyal, National
Creative Director - Skin, Lakmé
Salon adds, "A contemporary take
on tradition, the make-up looks are
specially created for the new age
bride and her tribe. Replacing the
OTT bridal makeup, we have kept
a minimal base with nude, dewy

pesspective.  Each - amotions of the newly-weds

fresh and glass glow skin - accen-
tuated with a colour splash, glitter
& shimmering eyes in hues of
mahogany, browns and bronze.
These timeless colours will suit
every outfit and occasion in the
bridal journey."

Monica Shah of JADE by
Monica & Karishma said, "We, at

awistto the maditional  [aUNCH @ collection — The New School of Brides — an ode to the many moods and

JADE, have always stood for Indian
craft and techniques, and given it a
modern flair. Today as we show-
cased with Lakmé Salon and
brought the New stood for Indian
craft and techniques, and given ita
modern flair. Today as we show-
cased with Lakmé Salon and
brought the New.
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KL Rahul 540 runs

Dev on top has been

We just slipped in the last

The challenge is pretty clear
win three in a row and see

incredible. He has got a similar

minutes. A win like this will give

| am the one who's lucky to get
the wickets, but everyone has

imposing way of batting as

confidence to each and every

where we are in the run rate.

been contributing to the side.

Hayden...The way he conducts

himself, you can say ‘he is the
future of Indian cricket’

KKR aim to stay in hunt

PTI B ABU DHABI
MATCHES

Table—toppers Delhi

Capitals would DELHI CAPITALS

HOLKATA KNIGHT RIDERS (i}

Kagiso Rabada, had
2| aniggle and missed
the last match
1] | against Punjab.

expect more from
their batsmen after an
underwhelming performance
in the loss to Kings XI Punjab
when they take on a low-on-
confidence Kolkata Knight
Riders here on Saturday.

For Delhi, opener Shikhar
Dhawan has been in brilliant
form but even his record-set-
ting hundred was not enough
to save the side from a defeat
against Kings XI Punjab for
lack of contribution from other
batters.

Young Prithvi Shaw needs
to bat with more responsibili-
ty at the top since Dhawan may
not be able to rescue the side all
the time. Shaw’s last four

innings  have
included two
ducks.

Skipper Shreyas
Iyer too has not been
hitting the ball as flu-
ently as he was before
suffering a side strain.
Rishabh Pant, who
made a comeback from
injury against Punjab, too
has not yet set the stage on
fire.

Iyer and Pant, along
with Marcus Stoinis, form
the backbone of
Capitals’ middle order.
They are vital cogs in
DC’s wheels and
need to do more
than just making
good starts.

Pacer Anrich
Nortje, who has been
instrumental in
Capitals’ superb run
thus far along with .
his South African i
compatriot ,--’:'r"( g

Stats: Faisel Features

If he comes
back, it will add
sting to DC’s attack and in that
case Australian pacer Daniel
Sams will have to make way for
him.

KKR are heading into the
contest after an embarrassing
batting performance against
Royal Challengers Bangalore.

Blown away by
Mohammed Siraj’s furious
spell, KKR managed just 84
runs on the board.

It certainly was a confi-
dence-crushing defeat and
KKR need to regroup quickly.

Sitting at fourth place in

the table with 10
points, they would
be desperate to
increase their tally
to stay alive in the
play-ofts race.

Even the change
in captaincy has not
instilled much confi-
dence in the side.

The performance
of pacer Lockie
Ferguson has been the
only bright spot for
them amid the disap-
pointment of Andre
Russell’s poor run.

Russell missed out
on the last match due to
an injury and it will be
_ interesting to
see if the team
management
& reposes faith in
)/ him, if he is fit.
’ KKR needs
a collective effort
from now on with skipper
Morgan, Dinesh Karthik,
Shubhman Gill, Nitish Rana all
required to contribute.

" member of the team. We can

keep ourselves alive

Mumbai Indians pacer Trent Boult celebrates with teammates after taking wicket of CSK batsman

PTI B SHARJAH

rent Boult and Jasprit
I Bumrah’s devastating pace-
bowling spell in tandem
before Ishan Kishan’s batting
heroics helped Mumbai Indians'
post a comprehensive 10-wicket
win over Chennai Super Kings in
a completely lop-sided IPL match
here on Friday.

With the embarrassing loss,
CSK are all but out of reckoning
for the play-offs with just six
points from 11 games, while MI
jumped to the top spot with 14
points from 10 matches.

Bowling in tandem, Boult

We have no option. It's about

All the bowlers, batsmen and

DUGOUT

win the remaining games and

DOMINATIO

Mumbai hunt Super Kings by 10 wickets to reach on top

continue to prepare and believe
that we are good enough

even fielders have contributed
in our good performances

overs with Boult and Bumrah
taking three and two wickets
respectively.

CSK could reach to 114 for 9
thanks largely to Sam Curran’s
enterprising half-century. The
young Englishman mixed caution
with aggression to top-score with
52 (47 balls, 4 fours, 2 sixes) in an
otherwise pathetic display by
CSK batsmen.

Boult eventually picked up
four wickets for 18 runs, 13 of

Chennai Super Kings skipper MS Dhoni chats with Mumbai
Indian’s all-rounder Hardik Pandya during team’s warm-up
session ahead of the start of IPL game

@ChennailPL

(4/18) and Bumrah (2/25)
reduced CSK to 21 for 5 inside
powerplay with three and two
wickets respectively and CSK
never recovered from there, limp-
ing to 114 for 9, largely thanks to
Sam Curran’s 52.

Chasing 115 for a win,
Kishan (68 not out), opening in
place of regular skipper Rohit
Sharma who missed out due to a
hamstring injury, and Quinton de
Kock (46 not out) knocked off the
required runs in just 12.2 overs.

The duo toyed with the CSK
bowling attack on a dreadful day
for the MS Dhoni-led side to
carry their bats through the

IPLT20.com

innings.

The left-handed Kishan, who
has not had a substantial score
after his knock of 99 against
Royal Challengers Bangalore,
was at his attacking best as he
smashed six fours and five sixes
during his 37-ball innings.

The South African de Kock
played second fiddle during his
37-ball innings which had five
fours and two sixes.

Earlier, Boult and Burmah
produced a devastating pace-
bowling spell in tandem to
restrict CSK to 114 for 9.

Put in to bat, CSK were five
wickets down inside powerplay

those coming in the final over.
Bumrah (2/25) and leg-spinner
Rahul Chahar (2/22) picked up
two wickets each while Nathan
Coulter-Nile ended with 1 for 25.

Incidentally, Curran’s 43-run
partnership for the ninth wicket
with Imran Tahir (13 not out) was
the highest partnership of the
CSK innings which showed the
rest of the batsmen in poor light.

CSK had a horror start and
slipped to 3 for 3 after two overs
and lost two more wickets before
the powerplay ended.

It all started with Ruturaj
Gaikwad, back into the side,
being trapped LBW in the open-
ing over bowled by Boult for a
duck.

Ambati Rayudu fell to a short
ball from Bumrah, gloving an
easy catch to de Kock. N
Jagadeesan followed him to the
pavilion off the next ball, poking
at one to be caught by

Deepak Chahar before the start of IPL game

@mipaltan

Suryakumar Yadav.

Faf du Plessis, the only CSK
to batsman to shine this season
so far, edged one to give de Kock
his second catch of the night.

Skipper Dhoni’s (16) poor
run continued as he fell to leggie
Rahul Chahar while going for a
big one off a tossed-up delivery
after having smacked a six of the
previous ball.

Ravindra Jadeja (7) hit a
boundary before pulling one
straight to Krunal Pandya at
mid-wicket to give Boult his
third wicket and leave CSK in tat-

o

poses for photo

Mumbai Indian’s Director of Cricket Operations Zaheer Khan

@mipaltan

ters at 21 for 5.

PTI W DUBAI

Their campaign back on track
with a hat-trick of wins,
Kings XI Punjab will take on
another resurgent team —
Sunrisers Hyderabad — here on
Saturday in a must-win IPL
game for the two well-matched
sides.

Both KXIP and SRH / =
are on the same pedestal,
having garnered eight points §
apiece after 10 games, but
the Hyderabad outfit is a
rung ahead in the
eight-team stand- 4
ings, on the fifth
spot by virtue ofa &
better net run .
rate. &
And both
the teams need to
win their remain-
ing four games to
guarantee their place |
in the play-offs

It has been a terrif- |
ic turnaround espe- &
cially for KXIP after a
slow start to the tourna-
ment.

After the initial hic-

ol

Survival of the fittest

KXIP, Sunrisers meet in must win game to keep play-offs hopes alive

cups, KXIP got its campaign
back on track with three consec-

utive wins — over mighty
Delhi Capitals, Mumbai
Indians and  Royal
Challengers Bangalore and
the KL Rahul-led side would
¥ be hoping to carry the win-
_ ning momentum for-
ward to break into top
four.
\ While KXIP’s
" batting is in the safe
® hands of skipper
Rahul, Mayank
Agarwal, Chris
Gayle and
= Nicholas Pooran,
the shaky form
of Glenn
" Maxwell

remains a con-

" cern.
] S/ It has been
an erratic season for KXIP
so far despite having the

tournament’s top two run-getters
in openers Rahul (540) and
Mayank Agarwal (398) in its
ranks.

But the success-
ful return of Gayle

Thursday after three consecutive

defeats.
And the David Warner-led
side can’t slip a bit from hereon
if it wishes to stay alive

Clarity about role key
to Morris’ success

DUBAI: For all-rounder Chris Morris,
cricket without pressure is boring and
he feels the clarity over his role in the
Royal Challengers Bangalore set-up
has helped him perform consistent-
ly so far in the IPL.

,i.’ virat kohli

ing the new ball talk.

So, what has worked for him this
season?

“The break (due to Covid-19)
was really nice both for the body and
mental freshness. Good to be play-

in the tournament.

has been a welcome || LA
relief for KXIP as it || LLUEHEIY 04
reduced the burden || SUNRSERSHIDERABADTY 11

15 The positive for
SRH is that despite
Warner and Jonny

on the shoulders of
its star openers,
especially allowing
play more freely.

Jimmy Neesham’s inclusion
has given some depth to KXIP’s
batting as well bowling unit led
by the experienced Mohammed
Shami.

SRH too find itself in simi-
lar position and needs to win its
remaining four matches to seal
a play-oft berth.

The side managed to keep
itself in the play-off hunt with a
confidence-boosting eight-wick-
et win over Rajasthan Royals on

Rahul to

Stats: Faisel Features

Bairstow departing
early in the 155-run
chase against RR in their last
match, young Manish Pandey
(83) and Vijay Shankar (52) rose
to the occasion and shared an
unbeaten 140-run partnership to
secure a comfortable win.

Jason Holder’s inclusion has
added firepower to SRH’s bowl-
ing attack as the West Indian
picked up three wickets for 33
runs against RR.

But it’s high time that SRH’s
young guns — Priyam Garg,
Abdul Samad and T Natarajan
— own up some responsibility.

Morris has always been a sought-  ing again and it is just lot of clarity

after cricketer in the IPL and after
four seasons with the Delhi Capitals,
he is currently with the RCB provid-
ing the balance that Virat Kohli’s team

:

was seeking desperately.

After missing the first
four games of the season
due to a side strain, the
South African made an
instant impact and he has
already picked up nine
wickets in five matches at
a very impressive econo-
my rate of five runs per
over.

Along with Navdeep ¥
Saini, he has plugged the hole
that RCB had in the death
bowling department. To add
to it, he has also been mak-

Azhar Ali may lose Pak Test captaincy
WTG should he extended: Mishah

PTI W KARACHI

Pakistan Test captain Azhar
Ali may lose his job as
leader of the side when the
team tours New Zealand
amidst speculations that either
white-ball skipper Babar Azam
or Mohammad Rizwan could
replace him.

Azhar, who is the most Test
capped player now in the
national team with 81 appear-
ances, is said to have lost favour
with a influential member of
the cricket committee while the
PCB Chairman and CEO are
also said to be having second
thoughts about retaining him
as captain.

He was named Test captain
last year in October after sack-
ing of Sarfaraz Ahmed
as captain and player
from all three formats.

With just 12°%
months in the
job, Azhar saw
the Pakistan
team lose
two-nil in
Australia
before
securing

Karachi: Pakistan’s head coach
Misbah-ul-Haq wants the ICC
to conduct the World Test
Championship exactly the way
it has been planned even if it
means extending the duration
of the event due to the disrup-
tion caused by the Covid-19
pandemic. Misbah’s statement
came amid reports that the
ICC is considering splitting
points for unplayed games in
the championship cycle which
was originally scheduled to end
in June-July 2021 with the final
in England.

“The Covid-19 situation
has hit the World Test
Championship series but I
would still prefer to see the ICC
complete the championship

Lanka and Bangladesh. Then
they travelled to England
where the team lost the
three-match Test series
0-1.

Wicketkeeper-
batsman,
Mohammad
Rizwan who is
right now riding
on a wave of
popularity and

with all teams completing their
scheduled matches,” Misbah
said in an interview on the
Cricket Baaz channel on You
Tube.

“I think the matches can be
rescheduled because every team
should get a fair chance to take
ashot at qualifying for the final,”
Misbah said.

The former Pakistan cap-
tain felt that the league can be
extended to accommodate
matches hit by the pandemic.

Pakistan’s one Test against
Bangladesh in April has not
been played due to the pandem-
ic. Other countries have also
had several of their scheduled
series disrupted due to the pan-
demic. PTI

recently led the KPK team to
the National T20
Championship title is said to be
favourite to replace Azhar.

PCB CEO Wasim Khan
told a television channel that a
meeting could be held on
November 11 to decide on
Azhar’s future and find a new
chief selector as head coach,
Misbah ul Haq has relin-
quished the post.

English cricketers
take 15% pay cut

AFP B LONDON

England’s centrally contract-
ed men’s cricketers have
agreed to take a 15 percent pay
cut as part of cost-cutting mea-
sures due to the coronavirus
pandemic.

The England and Wales
Cricket Board says the English
game has already lost more
than £100 million ($130 mil-
lion) — a figure that could rise
to £200 million next year.

Bowlers Stuart Broad and
Chris Woakes have said recent-
ly that players are willing to
take a pay cut, which the ECB
revealed on Friday would come
from retainers, match fees and
win bonuses.

The annual contracts,
which started on October 1,
were understood to have been
worth £650,000 for Test stars
and £275,000 for white-ball
performers in 2019/20.

“We need to recognize that
our players, led by captains Joe
Root and Eoin Morgan, have
conducted themselves with
great maturity and responsibil-
ity throughout this challenging
time,” team director Ashley
Giles said.

and how the execution needs to be,”
said the 33-year-old in an online
media interaction on Friday.

“We do a lot homework. By the

viratkohll This pic takes me back to school days. 4 guys

fram the same class, and AB is the kid who's hirished
homewark and |s prepared and the cther 3 know they mre In
prulie £

time we get to the game, we know
what is required. Our plans have been
clear and if something falls we have
a plan B ready, if that doesn't work
we got a plan C and if that also
. 1 fails, hopefully my over is done

i (laughs)”

Asked about bowling in the
beginning as well as at the
death, Morris said: “To be
honest, I feel I am in a
blessed position. Cricket
without pressure is bor-

ing. You always want to
" gettested as a cricketer.

POINTS TABLE
P W L NRR  PIS

1 2 M 10 7 3 +1448 14
2 @ DC—10.°7 3 40774 |14
3 . RCB 10 7 3 0182 14
4 $ KKR 10 5 5 -0828 10
5 %’ SRH 10 4 6 40092 8
6 & KxP 10 4 6 0177 |8
7 @ RR 11 4 7 -0620 8
PTI 8 u CSK 11 3 8 0733 6

Europa biggies start with win

AFP B LONDON

Gareth Bale said it felt good
to be “loved and appreci-
ated” after helping Tottenham
to a 3-0 win over Austrian
club LASK in the Europa
League on Thursday.

The Welsh international
started his first match since
his return from Real
Madrid and played for an
hour before Jose
Mourinho gave him a
break.

“It is amazing to be
back,” Bale told BT Sport on
Thursday.

“Itisabigrea- _ =~
son why I play

into the legs,” he said.
Despite Bale starting, it
was on-loan Carlos Vinicius
who made an impressive
debut in the Group J opener.
Vinicius started in place of
the resting Harry Kane and he
made goals in either half for
Lucas Moura and Son Heung-
min, while he would have
also netted himself had
Andres Andrade not
scored an own goal.
® Bale made that goal
= Where Andrade put
through his own net.
Leicester made
__ the perfect start in
\ Group G
with a

well and why I comfort-
came back. L b & able 3-0
You want to & | win over
be loved and = [ Zorya
appreciated. 3 —_— Luhansk
I will give = i : o f
everything — ™
for this -
shirt”

However, he \ Ukraine.

admitted it will take
time to find his feet.
“I am a bit stiff. It is
like a mini pre-sea- |
son for me and I am |
trying to get minutes

] a
Maddison,
Harvey Barnes

m € S

and Kelechi
Theanacho were
on the score-

sheet.

In Glasgow, Celtic strug-
gled against Serie A leaders
AC Milan who were 2-0 up at
half-time thanks to goals from
Rade Krunic and Brahim
Diaz.

Mohamed Elyounoussi
reduced the arrears after the
break, but Jens Petter Hauge
broke clear to secure Milan’s
Group H 3-1 win in stoppage
time. Milan were so comfort-
able that they could afford to
take off Zlatan Ibrahimovic
just after the hour.

GUNNERS COMEBACK

Earlier, Arsenal came
from behind to down Rapid
Vienna 2-1 and Rangers beat
Standard Liege 2-0.

After a goalless first

three Group B points.

The other Group B game
was being played out in
Dublin where Dundalk, only
Ireland’s third ever represen-
tative in the group stage, were
beaten 2-1 by Norwegians
Molde.

In Belgium, Steven
Gerrard’s Rangers took on
Standard Liege fresh from their
Old Firm derby win over Celtic.

James Tavernier scored
from the spot after Noe
Dussenne handled in the area
to put them into a 19th minute
lead.

Then three minutes into
stoppage time Kemar Roofe
produced a wonder goal from
the halfway line, the ball flying
over the head of bewildered

keeper Arnaud Bodart.

half Arsenal went behind
when keeper Bernd Leno
fluffed a clearance on a
night he will want to for-

1

Benfica had
claimed the first goal of
the night and they
went on to beat Lech

get but the Gunners then GEEF Poznan in Poland 4-2
turned the game around Elﬂ&g [:A in the other Group D

in four second half min-

utes.

David Luiz put them level
with a deft glancing header off
Nicolas Pepe’s free-kick, with
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang
then tapping home to bag the

game.

Elsewhere, Bayer
Leverkusen ran riot 6-2 against
French side Nice and Spanish
side Granada, in their first ever
European campaign, beat PSV
Eindhoven 2-1.



