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In a move that would go a
long way in the conservation

of snow leopards and prevent
land degradation of the
Himalayan ecosystem inhabit-
ed by a large number of locals,
India has identified three sets
of landscape — Hemis-Spiti
across Ladakh and Himachal
Pradesh, Nanda Devi-Gangotri
in Uttarakhand and
Khangchendzonga-Tawang
across Sikkim and Arunachal
Pradesh — for the restoration
of the flagship species in the
high-altitude region.

“The Government is com-
mitted to landscape restoration

for snow leopard habitat con-
servation and is implementing
participatory landscape-based
management plans involving
local stakeholders,” Union
Minister of State for
Environment Babul Supriyo
said on Friday on the eve of the
International Snow Leopard
Day 2020 on Saturday. He list-
ed out the three landscapes.

The iconic big cats’ con-
servation status improved from
“endangered” to “vulnerable” in
2017, as the Centre has been
conserving the snow leopard
and its habitat through the
Project Snow Leopard (PSL),
which was launched in 2009.

According to an estimate,

there are around 7,000 leop-
ards, found in 12 countries —
India, Nepal, Bhutan, China,
Mongolia, Russia, Pakistan,

Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan,
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan.

In India, the geographical

range of snow leopards encom-
passes a large part of the west-
ern Himalayas including
Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim
and Arunachal Pradesh. 

The landscape, covering
around 47,000 sq km, has at
least five national parks where
wild animals including snow
leopards can be spotted.

Hemis National Park is
situated in the eastern Ladakh
region of Jammu & Kashmir
while the Great Himalayan
National Park, one of the nat-
ural world heritage sites, 
is in Himachal Pradesh’s 
Kullu region.

Turn to Page 9
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Delhi’s air quality remained
in the ‘very poor’ catego-

ry on Saturday with the Air
Quality Index recorded at 347.

The Ministry of Earth
Sciences’ air quality monitor,
System of Air Quality and
Weather Forecasting and
Research (SAFAR), said that
some locations entered ‘severe’
zone but that will be short lived
as winds are expected to
increase slightly.

Some areas like Mundka,
Wazirpur and Alipur recorded
‘severe’ levels of air pollution,
authorities said. It said the air
quality could improve on
October 26. 

“The overall Delhi’s Air
Quality Index (AQI) is in the
very poor category with few
Delhi locations entering at
higher zone but that will be
short lived,” it said.  
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Aiming to provide relief to
taxpayers facing con-

straints due to Covid-19, the
Income Tax Department on
Saturday yet again extended the
deadline for individual tax-
payers for filing their returns
for Financial Year 2019-20
(assessment year 2020-21) by a
month till December 31.

For those taxpayers whose
accounts need to be audited, the
Income-Tax Return filing dead-
line has been extended by two
months till January 31, 2021.

The Government had in
May extended the date for fil-
ing ITR for FY2019-20 from
July 31 to November 30, to give

compliance relief to taxpayers.
In a statement, the Central

Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT)
said, “The due date for fur-
nishing of Income Tax Returns
for the taxpayers [for whom the
due date (i.e. before the exten-
sion by the said notification) as
per the Act was July 31, 2020]
has been extended to
December 31, 2020.”

The due date for furnishing

of ITR for the taxpayers, who
are required to get their
accounts audited (for whom
the due date as per the I-T Act
is October 31, 2020), has been
extended to January 31, 2021,
it added. 

The CBDT said the dead-
lines have been extended in
order to “provide more time to
taxpayers for furnishing of
Income Tax Returns”.

����� "/2�(/345

In line with the Supreme
Court’s directions in view of

the festival season and the
Covid-19 pandemic, the Centre
has finalised a scheme for
grant of ex-gratia payment of
the difference between com-
pound interest and simple
interest for six months of loans
up to �2 crore. 

The move will cost the
State exchequer �6,500 crore.
The Supreme Court had 
directed the Centre to imple-
ment such a scheme “as soon 
as possible”.

As per the operational
guidelines issued by
Department of Financial
Services, the scheme can be

availed by borrowers in speci-
fied loan accounts for a 
period from March 1 to 
August 31, 2020.

“Borrowers who have loan
accounts having sanctioned
limits and outstanding amount
of not exceeding �2 crore
(aggregate of all facilities with
lending institutions) as on
February 29 shall be eligible for
the scheme,” it said.

Housing loan, education
loans, credit card dues, auto
loans, MSME loans, consumer
durable loans and consumption
loans are covered under 
the scheme.

As per the scheme, the
lending institutions shall cred-
it the difference between com-
pound interest and simple

interest with regard to the eli-
gible borrowers in respective
accounts for the said period
irrespective of whether the
borrower fully or partially
availed the moratorium on
repayment of loan announced
by the RBI on March 27, 2020.

The scheme is applicable
on those who have not availed
the moratorium scheme and
continued with the repayment
of loans.

The lending institutions
after crediting the amount will
claim the reimbursement from
the Central Government.

According to sources, the
Government will have to shell
out �6,500 crore for the imple-
mentation of the scheme.

Turn to Page 9
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Coronavirus continues to
hit the BJP in Bihar, the lat-

est being the party’s election
campaign incharge and former
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis.

Making it public, Fadnavis
tweeted on Saturday, “I have
been working every single day
since the lockdown but now it
seems that God wants me to
stop for a while and take a
break! I have tested #COVID19
positive and in isolation. Taking
all medication & treatment as
per the advice of the doctors.”

“Those who have come in
contact with me are advised to
get Covid-19 tests done. 
Take care, everyone!” another
tweet read. 

Fadnavis, who is also the
leader of Opposition in the
Maharashtra Assembly, was
appointed as the BJP incharge
for Bihar elections last month.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had on Friday during his rallies

in the State termed it as the first
major election in the world
amid the corona pandemic”.

Before Fadnavis, Bihar’s
Deputy Chief Minister Sushil

Kumar Modi and former
Union Minister and star cam-
paigner Shahnawaz Hussain
had on Thursday announced
about having tested positive.

The instances of BJP lead-
ers testing positive coinciden-
tally continue to come when
their party in its poll manifesto
has promised to provide free
vaccination to the State’s resi-
dents triggering a major row.
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Already suffering from the
Covid-19-induced mis-

eries, the “aam aadmi” is find-
ing it tough to manage his
household affairs with his
kitchen budget having doubled
or tripled due to soaring prices
of vegetables, pulses and even
wheat flour (atta). As if the wip-
ing out of the annual festivities
due to coronavirus wasn’t
enough, the price rise has only
added to the dampening of the
festive spirits.

The kitchen staples are
burning a hole in the common
man’s pocket. Prices of vegeta-
bles are already high as onions
cost �80-100 a kg, potatoes
�50-60 a kg and tomatoes �60-
70 a kg while the retail prices
of pulses have recently regis-
tered a steep hike. There has
been a sharp increase in prices
of most pulses including tur
(arhar), moong, masoor and
urad that have crossed the
�100 per kg mark in most cities

across India.
Interestingly, a significant

population avoids consuming
onions during the “navratra”
period (for nine days) but
despite the lower consumption
the prices continue to be very
high due to shortage of supply.

Officials of the Agriculture
Ministry said potato prices too
have surged more than 62 per
cent since May as production
fell in key growing States and
demand soared amid the
Covid-19 pandemic. Traders in
Uttar Pradesh, the largest pota-
to producer in the country, said
prices will remain on these
lines at least till March.

As for onions, according to
Rajendra Sharma, a wholesale
supplier of the bulb at Asia’s
biggest vegetable and fruits
market Azadpur, the supply has
reduced from Maharashtra and
Karnataka due to its shortage.
“Of the 28 lakh tonnes stored
in Maharashtra, around 10-11
lakh tonnes remain now. The
yearly consumption of onions

in India is slated to be 160 lakh
tonnes with Maharashtra alone
consuming around 4,000-6,000
tonnes per day,” he said.

“The heavy rain in
September not only destroyed
the new crop in Karnataka but
also took a toll on stored
onions in States like Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat. Farmers
in Maharashtra alone had mar-
ketable onions, having stored
the 28 lakh tonnes at the start

of summer,” he added.
The Ministry of Consumer

Affairs has imposed a stock
limit of two tonnes on retailers
and 25 tonnes for wholesalers
till December 31. The Ministry
has also supplied 35,000 met-
ric tonnes of onion to States
and Union Territories to main-
tain certain stability in prices.

The national acreage for
rabi onions last season was 10
lakh hectares as against 7 lakh

hectares of 2018-19. But the
additional wastage has con-
strained supply. There are three
main onion crops — kharif
(June-July sowing, post-
October harvest), late kharif
(September sowing, post-
December harvest), and rabi
(December-January sowing,
post-March harvest). The rabi
crop has the least moisture con-
tent, making it amenable to
storage.

Given the steep hike in the
onion price, the Telangana
Government on Saturday
decided to sell the edible bulb
at �35 per kilo at the
Government-run “Rythu
Bazaars”. Two kilos of onions
would be sold per person and
the consumers have to show
any identity card.

According to Suresh
Agarwal, All India Dal Miller
Association, there is a shortage
of pulses in the country as
farmers have switched over
from pulses to wheat and soy-
abean since 2018. Besides, the
Government policies also led to
this situation.

Most pulses come to India
from South African countries,
Canada and Myanmar. India
had imported 3.17 MT of puls-
es in 2014. This rose to 5.8 MT
in 2016. It further rose to 6.6
MT in 2017, followed by 5.6
MT in 2018. In 2018-19
though, the imports reduced to
2.527 MT.

Turn to Page 9
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The Press and offices of
The Pioneer will remain
closed on Sunday, October
25, 2020 on account of
Dussehra. The next issue of
the newspaper will appear
on Tuesday, October 27,
2020.
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In yet another milestone in
Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath’s plan for state’s
development, he approved a
high-profile Data Centre, with
an investment of more than 
��600 crore. 

Hiranandani Group of
Mumbai will build this data
center spread over 20 acres in
Greater Noida.

Lucknow (PNS): Launched by Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath  to ensure safety, dignity and empow-
erment of women and girls, Mission Shakti, com-
pleted its first phase with active participation from
24 government departments, private establish-
ments, social organisations and NGOs. The
ambitious programme was launched on the first
day of Sharadiya Navratra on October 17.

The Mission Shakti, to be continued for the
next six months till Basant Navratra, witnessed a
series of events in conformity with its theme and
created awareness not only among women but the
society in general.

An official communiqué confirmed on
Saturday that some major decisions and endeav-
ours initiated during the first phase reaffirmed the
CM’s commitment towards protection of women’s
rights and their rightful place in the society.

At the outset, Yogi had directed to identify 100

role models among women and girls in every dis-
trict aiming to showcase their achievements and
contributions which could be inspirational for oth-
ers to emulate.

The communiqué said that a series of deci-
sions were also taken to further the cause of
Mission Shakti like - Women Help Desk at all
1535 police stations of the state, dedicated
Women’s Help desk at all 350 Tehsils to resolve
revenue-related complaints of women and
deployment of women personnel at these help
desks.

Besides it was also decided to have 20 percent
of women compulsorily in UP Police force for
reaching out to women victims.

The government also decided to add  region-
al languages in the 112 emergency help line so that
people from different regions and dialects could
easily convey their problems.

Even while appointment letters were given to
31,277 Basic Education teachers and 3,317
Secondary Education teachers, women in both cat-
egories outnumbered men.

Besides, the state government inaugurated
‘Pink Patrol’ in which 100 scooties and 10 SUVs
were flagged off in Lucknwo with 250 women cops
to guard major public places of the city. The Pink
Patrol will be extended to other cities of the state
in the second phase.

Also Pink Booths were to be set up at sensi-
tive and vantage locations to facilitate women in
every distress or emergency. Pink booths were ear-
lier at major crossings of Lucknow on October 17.
Apart from this, Transparent Secret Rooms
are to be set up across all police stations and
women cops would be deployed to ensure that
women victims could share problems with ease
and comfort.
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In another first to its credit, Uttar Pradesh
has secured the first rank in implement-

ing Government of India’s one of the most
ambitious schemes – the PM Atma Nirbhar
Nidhi Scheme (Swanidhi scheme).

The state was ranked first in all the cat-
egories – Applications, Sanctions and
Disbursements.  The scheme was launched
on June 1, 2020, by the Central
Government to help the street vendors
resume their livelihood activities that
were impacted by COVID-19.

As per the official statistics of UP,
loans under Swanidhi scheme will be dis-
bursed to 2.51 beneficiaries by October
27, 2020 when the Prime Minister will
address the street vendors and handlers of
the State.

It aims at facilitating working capital
loan up to ��10,000 at a subsidised rate of
interest, incentivising regular repayment of
the loan and to reward digital transactions.
The scheme aims at providing benefits to
street vendors or hawkers in urban, pre-
urban and rural areas. 

As many as 6,22,167 applications
were received under the scheme in UP, the
most in the country, out of which sanctions
were given to 3,46,150 applicants while the
loans were disbursed to 2,26,728 benefi-
ciaries. Seven cities of UP also find place
in the list of top 10 cities of the country
with latest additions of Ghaziabad and
Kanpur.

Varanasi, Lucknow and Aligarh are the
top three cities in the list even as other cities
of the state include Allahabad (4th),
Gorakhpur (7th), Ghaziabad (9th) and
Kanpur (10th). 

Other Indian cities in the list are
Indore (5th), Bhopal (6th) and Hyderabad
(8th). 

As far as the entire list of states is con-
cerned, MP is in the second slot with loan
disbursements to over 1.25 lakhs benefi-
ciaries followed by Telangana (53,777),
Gujarat (18,747), Andhra Pradesh (15,992),
Maharashtra (13,021), Chhattisgarh
(8,993), Tamil Nadu (8,389), Jharkhand
(6,413) and Rajasthan (5,533).

����� 3,#�"=2

Despite lacking the numbers,
Bahujan Samaj Party’s move

to field candidate for the bienni-
al Rajya Sabha poll is likely to
force election for the 10 seats.  

Based on its strength in the
UP Assembly, the ruling BJP
could easily win 8 seats, while
Samajwadi Party could bag one.
The BJP is eying the tenth seat
on the basis of its surplus votes,
rebels from Congress, BSP and
allies. To get elected, a candidate
would need at least 36 first pref-
erence votes. 

The BSP, with only 18
MLAs, is banking on the support
of surplus votes of the SP,
Congress and Suheldev Bhartiya
Samaj Party (a former ally of the
BJP). The BSP also expected to
get support from the most unex-
pected quarter - rebel MLAs
from the BJP. 

The RS elections are sched-
uled on November 9 and the set
is now stage for an interesting
contest. It’s likely to  be to a con-
test between the BSP,  keen on
avenging the defeat of its candi-
date in RS election held in
March, 2018,  and the BJP, which
will leave no stone unturned to
break into opposition’s ranks
and grab the ninth seat for the
Upper House.

BSP leader in UP Assembly,

Lalji Verma said that its candi-
date Ramji Gautam would file
his papers for the upcoming RS
polls on Monday October 26.
“The BSP would send Gautam to
the Upper House on the basis of
support from other opposition
parties,” he claimed.

In the 2018 RS election,
BSP candidate Bhimrao
Ambedkar had lost, despite the
combined support of both
Samajwadi Party (SP) and
Congress. Ambedkar lost ddue
to cross-voting by BSP MLAs
and BJP’s successful bid to win
the support of Independent leg-
islators.
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The Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment’s crackdown on the

mafiosi in the state has left such
elements running for their lives.
Many of them are behind the bars
and their illegal properties have
been demolished, showing them
the place they belong to.

In an official communiqué
released on Saturday, the govern-
ment spokesman said that the Yogi
Adityanath government’s steely
resolve to eliminate mafia and
their crime have borne fruits in
the recent past. 

The action against Mukhtar
Ansari, Sunder Bhati and now
Atiq Ahmad has given a strong
message for these anti-social in a
big way.

Atiq Ahmad, presently lodged
in Sabarmati jail at Ahmedabad,
has cited  various ailments, includ-
ing kidney complications, high
blood pressure and diabetes, to get
exemption from personal appear-
ance in court instead of asking for
court attendance in Prayagraj
through video conferencing.

Clearly, it indicates his fear psy-
chosis in the wake of Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath’s police
action. Atiq Ahmed has also
referred to the distance between
Ahmedabad and Prayagraj (1,450
kms) in his request for video con-
ferencing through his lawyer.

It may be mentioned here that
last month, the district adminis-
tration of Prayagraj had razed the
illegal properties of Atiq Ahmed’s
associates. The exercise included
demolishing of a two – storey
lodge of one Bhutto and the hous-
es of Arshad and Kammu, all of
which were illegally constructed
on state land.

Another house worth over Rs
30 crore belonging to Atiq Ahmed
was also demolished by the
authorities in Prayagraj in
September and properties worth
Rs 39.80 crores were also freed.

Besides Atiq Ahmed, the state
government is also busy cracking
the whip on mafia Mukhtar
Ansari and his associates. In
August last, Rakesh Pandey, one
of his associates and a co-accused
in the 2005 murder of Bharatiya

Janata Party MLA Krishnanand
Rai, was killed in a cross-firing
with the police in Lucknow. 

An illegal slaughterhouse
belonging to Ansari’s associates
was also razed in the Mau district
in August and the Gangsters Act
was also slapped on Ansari’s wife,
Afsa Ansari, and her two broth-
ers, Sharzal Ansari and Anwar
Shahzad. Illegal properties of
Ansari and his henchmen worth
over Rs 45 crore have also been
seized in eastern Uttar Pradesh,
including Varanasi, Ghazipur,
Mau, Jaunpur, Azamgarh and
Lucknow, the government release
added. 

Moreover, the gang’s annual
earnings of over Rs 45 crore was
also stopped and 96 of his gang
members were arrested in the
recent past.

Besides the ongoing crack-
down on these mafia and their
associates, as many as 17 mafiosi
have been identified and marked
by the authorities for further
action. They include three liquor
mafia, three cattle mafia and other
mafiosi, the release added.
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Lucknow (PTI): Uttar Pradesh BJP chief
Swatantra Dev Singh on Saturday said that
parties indulging in politics of caste and reli-
gion are trying to spoil the atmosphere of
the state.

He claimed that political parties like the
Congress, Samajwadi Party and the Bahujan
Samaj Party never cared about the interest
of farmers.

Singh made the remarks at a chaupal
in Jaunpur’s Malhani constituency, where
bypoll will be held on November 3.

“Political parties which have been
indulging in politics of caste and religion
to serve their motives are not liking
the good governance of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and are therefore encouraging
violence and anarchy to damage the
atmosphere of the state,” the state BJP chief
said.

Talking about an alliance formed in
Jammu and Kashmir for restoration of the
special status of the erstwhile state, he said,
“Some parties are saying that they will
restore Article 370 and 35A in J-K on com-
ing to power but people of the UT will never
allow this.”
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Lucknow (PNS): Prominent bakery Mr Brown has launched the
‘Danbro’ brand which would be another bakery serving healthy,
organic and international bakery products under one roof, in tech-
nical association with Danbro, Italy.

The company has been working on a mega expansion plan to
invest ��200 crores in the next three years by opening 50 outlets.
The expansion would also comprise bringing in direct organic pro-
duce from farmers with buy back guarantee.

“We had signed an MOU worth ��500 crores with the state gov-
ernment during the Investors’ Summit held in Lucknow and since
then we have been investing and working to fulfill our commitment,”
said Tanushree Gupta, the company’s founder.

“After launching our first outlet in Delhi, we are launching three
new outlets of our new brand ‘Danbro’ in Lucknow, one in
Chandigarh and five in Delhi/NCR by March 31, 2021,” she said.

Adding to her statement, Gupta said, “By doing so, we shall cre-
ate 4,000 direct and 3,500 indirect jobs where we would be promot-
ing two main things: empowerment of women in our organization
and bringing organic, healthy, nutritious and live bakery products
to our store.”

“Mr Brown is already one of the prominent and most organ-
ised bakery chains of north India and Danbro, our new  retail bak-
ery brand will bring in more delightful and delectable bakery prod-
ucts for the first time in India. Since the inception of Mr. Brown,
we have been committed towards quality, innovation and improv-
ing on our overall services,” she said.

A government spokesman
said here on Saturday that the
project will generate employ-
ment opportunities for youth
in the state.

It will be the first of its kind
data center park equipped with
state-of-the-art technology and
facilities. 

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has also made
arrangements for the land by
giving instructions to officials.
The Hiranandani Group,
Mumbai’s real estate develop-
er, has now moved to UP after
building such data centers in
Mumbai, Chennai and
Hyderabad. Many other com-
panies have also shown inter-
est in the data center. After the
creation of the data center,
companies operating in other
states will also be connected to
UP.

Rack Bank, Adani Group
and other companies have pro-
posed an investment of �
10,000 crore to the UP govern-
ment. 

Since, power consumption
for the data centers is high, the
Yogi government has prepared
a plan for this too. As per the
secured plan, open access will
provide power to the data cen-
ter park. 

“After creation of a data
center park, we will be able to
keep our data safe in our coun-
try,” the spokesman claimed.
On the initiative of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, work
has been done on the plan to
build such data centers
across the country for some
time. 

Seeing the vast potential in
the data center sector, the Yogi
government is also formulating
a separate policy for this. The
proposal of companies showing
interest in large investment in
the data center sector are con-
sidered as a big industrial suc-
cess of the Yogi Adityanath
Government.
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NOTICE

I JC 451522 M Subedar Shiv
Kesh Singh 89-U.P. Battalion
N.C.C. BHU Varanasi hereby
declared that in my service
record my son (Prince Singh
Bhadoria) & date of bearth. in
advertently 20.12.2001 while
the correct name Prince Singh
Bhadouriya & date of bearth is
20.12.2002 and same has in
corporated in my service
record.

NOTICE

I Army No-15417666 P Rank-
NK  Bhoj somnath Anant s/o
Bhoj Anant Unit AMC Record
pin-900450 c/o 56 APO,in my
Army  records my mother's
name changed from Bhoj
Mahadevi Anant  to mahananda
Anant Bhoj  while bhoj mahade-
vi anant and mahananda  anant
Bhoj one and the same person.

NOTICE

I Army No-15417666 P Rank-
NK  Bhoj somnath Anant s/o
Bhoj Anant Unit AMC Record
pin-900450 c/o 56 APO ,in my
Army  records my Daughter's
name changed from Bhoj
Sanvi somnath to sanvi ,   while
bhoj sanvi somnath and sanvi
one and the same person.

NOTICE

I Army No-15417666 P Rank-
NK  Bhoj somnath Anant s/o
Bhoj Anant Unit AMC Record
pin-900450 c/o 56 APO, in my
Army  records my father's
name changed from Bhoj
Anant  to Anantrao shankarao
bhoj   while bhoj anant and
Anantrao shankarao Bhoj one
and the same person.

NOTICE

I Army No-15418196 F Rank-
NK  Salunke Amol Sopan s/o
Sopan Unit AMC Record pin-
900450 C/O. 56 APO, in my
Army  records my Mother's
name changed from Janabae
S S to Janabai Sopan Salunke,
while Janabae S S  and
Janabai Sopan Salunke  one
and the same person.

NOTICE

I Army No-15418196 F Rank-
NK  Salunke Amol Sopan s/o
Sopan Unit AMC Record pin-
900450 C/O. 56 APO, in my
Army  records my Father's
name changed from Sopan to
Sopan Ramchandra  Salunke,
while Sopan  and Sopan
Ramchandra Salunke  one
and the same person.



��������*������ *���+�����,-.�,/,/ ������6

2	������
��	���5'��
���	����.�
�������
����	���	�����
�
����� 3,#�"=2

The wife of a senior IPS officer of
Uttar Pradesh who was part of the

SIT set up by the state government to
probe the Hathras rape and death
case allegedly committed suicide at
their home here on Saturday, police
said.

Pushpa Devi (36) was found
hanging from a ceiling fan at her
home. She is the wife of Chandra
Prakash, DIG of Police Training
Centre, Unnao, they said.

Prakash was part of the three-
member Special Investigation Team
(SIT) set up to probe the murder and
alleged gang-rape of a 19-year-old
woman in Hathras last month.

Pushpa Devi, wife of DIG
Chandra Prakash, committed suicide
by hanging herself from the ceiling
fan at their residence in Sushant Golf
City in Lucknow, Joint Commissioner
of Police (Law and Order) Naveen
Arora said.

No suicide note has been found
and an investigation is underway, he
said.

Lucknow (PNS): The city is all
set for the immersion of
Goddess Durga idols in pan-
demic times, the arrangements
for which were made by
Lucknow Nagar Nigam on
Saturday.  

Municipal Commissioner
Ajay Kumar Dwivedi carried out
an inspection of the preparations
at the Laxman Mela grounds and
the Jhule Lal Park. He said that
barricading had been done and
arrangements made for keeping
the area clean.  “The idols will be
immersed in the water in the pits
so that the river is not polluted,”
he said

Lucknow Durga Puja Samiti
president Rupesh Mandal said
that the idol immersion would
take place at three points with
four pits made at Jhule Lal Park,
two at the Laxman Mela grounds
and one at the Kudia Ghat.  He
said that in the four pits at the
Jhule Lal Park, one pit was for
visarjan of the puja samigri,
one pit for bigger idols and one
for smaller idols.

“There are 57 Durga Pujas
samities in Lucknow and they
would immerse the idols from 10

am on Sunday. Since there is a
ban on procession, most of the
idols will be brought by five per-
sons of the samitis on four-
wheelers. We will ensure that
they all wear gloves as they hold
the idol for immersion and also
wear a mask,” he said.  Mandal
said that Ramakrishna Durga
Puja samiti would be carrying
out ‘bhu visarjan’ while a few oth-
ers had made their ponds.  “The

visarjan is expected to go
smoothly because there will be
no procession. We will not allow
spectators and there will be no
vendors at the idol immersion
point so that people are not
encouraged to buy food and get
a chance to stand over there,” he
said. He said that if the samitis
were not guided properly, then
most of them would come
towards the Jhule Lal Park.
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Lucknow (PNS): Under
Mahila Shakti Mission, a class
10 topper girl student, Sambhvi
Singh, was given the charge of
Nigoha police station incharge
for a day on Saturday. 

Sambhvi handled three
cases, solving one instantly
while suggesting investigation
in the two other cases. 

Expressing her happiness,
she said the police should find
an amicable solution if there
was an issue between two per-
sons before initiating legal
action. At Maal police station,
a class 10 girl student, Anushka
Gautam, also took the charge
of a police station incharge on
Saturday. She heard the com-
plaints of people who had the
police station to seek police
help.

At Bakshi Ka Talab police
station, a class 12 student,
Sarika Verma, was given the
charge of SHO. She attended to
several complaints and suggest-
ed speedy action against the
criminals involved in crime
against women.
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Aforest official and his staff
were accused of thrashing

and holding hostage journalists
who had gone to cover an
incident in which a 60-year-old
man was found hanging from
a tree in a forest in Kakori
police station area on Saturday
evening.

As the incident generated
a controversy, senior  officials
intervened to control the situ-
ation. Later, a case was regis-
tered against the forest officer
and his staff.

As per reports, Rajesh of
Chandioya village, who was
going to the forest area to
attend to the call of nature,
spotted a body hanging from a
tree. He ran away from the
scene and called the police. 

The body was later identi-
fied to be of Sukhdev Sahu of
Hayat Nagar in Thakurganj. He
was identified by his nephew,
Kuldeep Sahu, who said his
uncle was missing for the last
one day. Police said Sukhdev
was suffering from depression
and was under treatment at
Laxmi Hospital in Balaganj.

Police said Sukhdev was

sent to jail for purchasing ganja
in February 2020. His one
hand was fractured and was
bandaged. 

Police said the man was
found hanging from a tree.

As the news spread, some
journalists, identified as Manoj
Sharma, Rajan Singh,
Pushpendra Singh, Manoj
Kumar and Satya Singh,
reached the spot to cover the
incident but were stopped by
forest staff around 6 pm on
Saturday. Manoj said he and his
colleagues were asked to meet
Forest Officer Amit Kumar
Singh and so they went to meet
him. 

“Amit lost his cool soon
after he saw us and called his
staff, all of whom were holding

sticks in their hand. Amit and
his men caught me by my
throat and pressed it with an
intention to kill me. We all were
held inside the office and the
staff put a lock on the door.
They snatched our mobile
phones and started beating us.
One of our colleagues, who got
the news from some forest
staff, called the police and the
cops reached the spot. The for-
est officer and his staff thrashed
us even in the presence of
police and later we were res-
cued,” he said.

The police spokesman said
a case was registered against
Forest Officer Amit and his
staff for manhandling jour-
nalists and holding them
hostage. 
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said that

COVID-19 recovery rate in the
state was fast improving but
negligence should be avoided
till a vaccine arrived. 

The chief minister said
that all district officials had
been directed to ensure
that Covid protocol was not
violated during festivals,
especially in Durga Puja and
Ramlila pandals, where a
large number of people congre-
gate. 

Yogi also told officials to
ensure that no programmes
were held in containment zones
and that the number of visitors
to any venue was restricted for
ensuing social distancing
norms. 

The chief minister
appealed to the people that due

to the spread of COVID-19 and
dengue, they should keep their
localities clean to prevent any
kind of pandemic.  

Meanwhile, Additional
Chief Secretary (Health) Amit
Mohan Prasad said in Lucknow
on Saturday that COVID-19
recovery rate further improved
to 92.62 percent in the state and
on Friday, a total of 1.39 lakh
samples were tested across the
state. 

Prasad said that 2,277 new
cases were reported in the last
24 hours, taking the number of
active cases to 27,681 in the
state. He said that the active
case percentage had also
dipped to 59.43.

The senior official revealed
that in the last 24 hours, 2,852
patients were discharged and so
far, 4.33 lakh patients were suc-
cessfully treated. 

He said that till now, 2.63
lakh patients got treatment in
home isolation and 2.50 lakh

recovered fully. 
Prasad further said that

1.46 lakh surveillance teams
covered 4.32 lakh areas across
the state, visiting 2.77 crore
homes, and checked the health
of 13.63 crore people of the
state. 

Besides, 1.60 lakh were
provided medical consultation
through s-Sanjeevani portal. 

The official said that the
government would run a spe-
cial drive in November to vac-
cinate four lakh children, who
missed out vaccination in the
last phases. 

“Between November 2 and
11,  a campaign against TB will
also be run in 31 districts of the
state. 

Earlier, 41 districts were
covered under similar cam-
paigns. Those villages left to be
included under Ayushman
Scheme will now be covered
through the special drive.
Besides, residents of 7,000

more villages will be provided
Golden Cards in the next
month,” informed Prasad.
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Meanwhile, 292 more peo-
ple tested positive for coron-
avirus infection in Lucknow,
taking the tally of confirmed
cases to 61,4712 on Saturday
evening.

The state capital also
reported 10 COVID-19 deaths
taking the toll to 849. While
seven of the patients were from
Lucknow the other three were
from Bahraich, Rae Bareli and
Sultanpur districts.

With 284 more COVID-19
patients recovering in the
last 24 hours, 57,228
persons  with coronavirus
infection have been cured in
the city which now has 3,395
active cases.
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Lucknow (PNS): The Ravan Dahan of the Aishbagh

Ramlila Samiti is based on the COVID-19 theme this year. Aditya
Dwivedi from the samiti said that the basic message was that
Lord Ram helps us get rid of the virus.

The Ravan Dahan of Aishbagh has always been based on a
social evil theme.  Dwivedi said that their Ravan was 71-foot
tall and would be burnt sans any crowd on Sunday. 

He said that Deputy Chief Minister Dinesh Sharma would
be the chief guest at the Ravan Dahan.

“The theme of coronavirus has been chosen so that the health
is restored again to the society and we get rid of the disease,” he
added.  He said that they would be having a grand fireworks
display after the Ravana Dahan and everything would be
relayed online.  He said that the fight sequences would not be
the way they were portrayed last year because of COVID-19
restrictions.

Dwivedi said that the Aishbagh Ramlila had been able to
get a lot of audience online and a number of subscribers also. 
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The driver of a car attached to a
government department ran over

some people standing outside a fair
price shop near Yojna Bhawan in
Hussainganj police station area on
Saturday morning, injuring several of
them. The driver was said to be in a
drunken state at the time of the acci-
dent.  

The mob went berserk and start-
ed pelting the car with stones and also
the cops who reached the scene.

Sachin, his sister-in-law, Mala
Sonkar, Zahrunnisha and several oth-
ers, all of Husainganj, were injured in
the incident.
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A woman sustained injuries in

mysterious circumstances at her house
in Triveni Nagar under Aliganj police
station and died later. Police registered
a case of dowry death and arrested the
husband of the deceased.

Deceased’s father Raj Kumar
Tiwari, said his daughter was married
to Manish Dixit of Triveni Nagar in
2015 and Manish was pressing her for
a plot as a dowry gift.
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Lucknow (PNS): A review meeting of the village adoption
scheme was held under the chairmanship of  Dr APJ Abdul Kalam
Technical University (AKTU) Vice Chancellor Prof Vinay Kumar
Pathak. Representatives of 22 institutions affiliated to the AKTU
participated in the meeting through online platform.  Prof Pathak
said that need based analysis would be done for technical devel-
opment in rural areas. In this analysis, technical support will be
provided to the people of villages after knowing their needs. He
said that the AKTU service scheme would be started like the
National Service Scheme. 
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Aminor girl studying in class
11 was shot dead in her

home in Firozabad district on
Friday evening, allegedly by
three men for fighting back
against sexual harassment.

According to reports, the
police launched a search to nab
the three accused named by the
victim’s father and the cops said
they would be arrested soon. 

The girl’s body was sent for
post-mortem. The victim’s
father said that the men barged
into his Prem Nagar house and
shot his 16-year-old daughter
in the head. 

“Some people came to my
house on Friday night and
started fighting. They shot my
daughter in the head. Manish
Yadav, Shivpali Yadav and
Gaurav Chak killed my daugh-
ter. My daughter was a Class 11
student. These people used
abusive words for her when she
was coming home from school.
My daughter responded and
opposed the harassment,” he
said. 

He added that his daugh-
ter was killed for resisting a sex-
ual harassment.

Speaking to the media per-
sons, SSP Sachind Kumar Patel
said three teams had been
formed to arrest the accused. 

“We reached the spot after
receiving information of the
murder. The father of the
deceased has given us the
names of three people, accus-
ing them of entering the house
and killing the girl. A case has
been registered and three teams
have been formed to arrest the
accused,” he said. 

This murder marks yet
another incident of rising crime
against women in Uttar
Pradesh when the country has
not even recovered from the
shock of the brutal rape and
death of a girl in Hathras.

In Jalaun, a 13-year-old
girl was allegedly raped by two
youth in a village under the
Kuthaund police station, police
said on Saturday. 

The girl, a student of Class
9, was alone at home on
Thursday night when the

accused allegedly barged in
and raped her, the police said. 

As the girl raised an alarm,
the neighbours rushed to the
house and caught hold of one
of the accused and handed him
over to the police while the
other accused was nabbed on
Friday, the police said.  On the
basis of a complaint from the
girl’s father, an FIR was regis-
tered, Kuthaund Station House
Officer Arun Tiwari said. 

The victim was sent for
medical examination on Friday,
he said, adding that the accused
had claimed that they were
around 16 to 17 years of age,
but it was yet to be ascertained. 

If found minor, they would
be sent to a juvenile home, the
SHO said.  In Hathras, a 4-year-
old girl was raped by two juve-
niles.  One of the accused is 9-
year-old and the other 12-
year-old.  The officials of the
Hathras Junction police station
who registered a case in this
regard on Friday claimed that
they sent the victim for med-
ical treatment while both the
accused were detained.
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Kanpur (PTI): More than three months since the Bikru village ambush, in which eight police-
men including a deputy SP were killed, the Kanpur police has invoked the Gangsters Act against
30  of slain gangster Vikas Dubey’s aides arrested in connection with the case. Kanpur’s Deputy
Inspector General (DIG) of Police Preetinder Singh said on Saturday that the Gangsters Act has
been slapped against the 30 accused.
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The Covid surveillance
teams will also work to

contain the spread of dengue in
the Lucknow district by look-
ing for stagnant waters and
fever cases. 

Giving this information, a
senior official at the CMO
office said that this was neces-
sary because with some areas
still in the grip of novel coro-
navirus infection, any super-
added infection along with
COVID-19 could lead to more
complications and mortality
and to prevent this risk they
had to be doubly cautious.

The official said that there
were two rapid response teams
(RRTs), one for COVID-19
and the other for malaria

He admitted  that with the
COVID-19 graph plateauing
with 300 cases per day, both the
diseases could be effectively
taken up by the teams.

The official said that there
were 270 dengue cases in
Lucknow district, primarily in
the urban areas, mainly in
Faizullaganj, Gomtinagar and
Aliganj. 

He said looking at the fig-
ures of the previous year’s
dengue cases, the situation was
not alarming as of now. 

“The number of dengue
cases are one-fourth to one-
fifth less this year compared to

the previous years in the same
period,” he added.

The official admitted that
they had come across dengue
infection in a coronavirus pos-
itive  person. 

He said a review meeting
was held with DG Health in
which the issue of controlling
dengue in Lucknow district was
discussed.

The official said the sur-
veillance teams were testing 12
contact of the person testing
positive for coronavirus infec-
tion and had distributed 35
lakh ivermectin tablets in all
hot spot areas to the contacts
of positive cases.

“These tablets are of 6 mg
and are given as per the weight
of the individual. For a person
who has tested positive, the
tablet is taken for three days
and by the contacts, on the first,
seventh and 13th day,” he said.

When asked about the
death audits of COVID-19
patients, he said it had come to
light that most of these deaths
were after a certain interval of
the person being admitted to a
particular hospital. 

“The reason for these
deaths was not that the patient
could not be admitted on time.
In most cases, the patient was
admitted and got full treatment
and the death occurred because
of complications. The find-
ings of the audit have revealed

that most of the deaths were of
elderly patients,” he added. 

The official said that in the
death audit, they primarily
looked into how much time it
took for the patient to reach the
hospital, what were the compli-
cations when the patients
reached the hospital and what
were the issues which were not
taken care of.

He said that they were
extensively monitoring the time
taken for the Covid samples to
reach the labs and the time
spent on testing after the sam-
ple reached the lab. 

He said the time taken for
collection of a sample and its
transportation to the lab was
one day and the report was
available the next day.

Meanwhile, People’s Health
Organisation secretary Dr
Ishwar Gilada said that the  evi-
dence over utility of masks in
COVID-19 pandemic had
evolved and several facts had
emerged and many myths had
been clarified.

“Handkerchiefs, dupattas
and gamchhas, while better
than no mask, do not offer as
much protection from coron-
avirus as a cloth mask. Just like
a mask would not be as good
as a handkerchief to wipe ones
hands dry, similarly the hand-
kerchief will not protect one
from coronavirus as effective-
ly as a mask.” he said.
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During the festive season, the Indian
Institute of Sugarcane Research at

Lucknow gave sweet treats to about 30
lakh sugarcane farmers of the state in
the form of a new cane variety CoLk
14201.

The new variety developed by the
IISR was released for cultivation in P
in a meeting of the Seed Sugarcane and
Sugarcane Variety Approval Sub-com-
mittee, held under the chairmanship of
additional chief secretary (sugarcane
and sugar industry). Giving informa-
tion on the new sugarcane variety, IISR
Director Dr Ashwini Dutt Pathak said
that in the last few years, widespread
outbreak of several pests with red rot
disease was observed in the most
prevalent variety Co0238 in the state.

“The farmers were very upset and
were hoping for some kind of cane vari-
ety which would be better in yield than
Co0238 and be free from disease and
pests. Realising these expectations,
breeder scientists at the institute, Dr J
Singh, Dr PK Singh, Dr Sanjeev Kumar
and Dr DK  Pandey, with collective
efforts developed CoLk14201. Due to
the relentless efforts of the scientists
during the last 7-8 years, this sweet
result was achieved,” he said.

The yield capacity of CoLk14201 is
90-100 tonne per hectare, whereas the
average cane yield in the state is about
80 tonne per hectare at present. 

While analysing the potential eco-
nomic benefit of this new variety IISR
principal scientist Dr AK Sah said that
even if only 10 tonne per hectare more
yield from cultivation of this variety was
obtained, the farmers of the state
would be able to earn an additional
profit of Rs.32,500 per hectare.

“Considering the quality of this
variety, it is estimated that if the avail-
ability of seeds remains proper, in the
coming 2-3 years this variety will be
covered in 30 percent sugarcane area
of the state and farmers will get an addi-

tional profit of about Rs 2,145 crore. If
this variety is covered in 40 percent sug-
arcane area and 50 percent area, then
the additional profits of the farmers will
be Rs 2,860 crore and Rs 3,575 crore
annually, respectively,” he added. 

According to the results obtained
in the trials, commercial sugar produc-
tion in variety CoLk14201 was 11.94
tonne per hectare, which was 10.99
tonne per hectare in Co0238. Thus,
from the CoLk14201 variety, the sugar
mills could get 9.5 quintals of extra
sugar per hectare of sugarcane, with the
additional revenue being Rs.31,350
per hectare, he said.

In this way, the sugar industry of
the state will be able to get additional
revenue of Rs 2,069 crore, Rs 2,759
crore and Rs 3,448 crore, respectively,
in the coming years when 30 percent,
40 percent and 50 percent sugarcane
area is replaced by this variety, respec-
tively. He said that about 80 percent of
the sugarcane area in the state — 17.6
lakh hectares — was currently under
the variety Co0238 in which farmers
use pesticide twice due to widespread
outbreak of insect-pests. On per hectare
extra dose of Coragen, farmers have to
spend about Rs.6,875.

“And this expenditure in the 17.6
lakh hectare area comes to Rs 1,210
crore annually, which is an additional
burden on the farmers or their annu-
al loss. In addition, soil and water are
also contaminated by using  chemicals
in double quantity, He said.

The scientist said there would be no
additional burden of Rs 1,210 crore on
sugarcane farmers with the adoption of
CoLk 14201 variety. 

“The sugarcane of CoLk14201
variety stands upright and does not fall,
so there will be no need to tie the crop
and farmers will also save on the
expenditure in cane tying. Jaggery
made from this variety is also of gold-
en colour and of high quality, hence this
variety is also best for organic jaggery
production,” he added.

����� 3,#�"=2

Lucknow University now has
its own organic farm, which

was inaugurated on Saturday
by Vice Chancellor Prof Alok
Kumar Rai.

LU spokesperson Durgesh
Srivastava said that this farm
would produce fresh, green
and organic vegetables which
would be used by the univer-
sity. “The produce generated
from the farm can be conve-
niently used at places like our
guest house, transit hostels etc.
located in the university. This
farm is also one of the many
innovative steps taken by LU
Vice Chancellor Prof Alok
Kumar Rai to increase the
green quotient of the universi-
ty,” he said.

On every important occa-
sion celebrated in the univer-
sity this year, be it Republic Day
or Independence Day or even
the birth anniversary of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Prof
Rai has encouraged the univer-
sity to celebrate the occasions
with a tree plantation drive.
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Meanwhile, The vice chan-

cellor on Saturday participated
in a book release function
attended by some of the biggest
names in the country. The
book, Future Shock, authored
by Dr Sandeep Goyal, was

hailed by critics and readers
present at the event as a “sneak
peak of what is coming in our
future”.

Speaking on the occasion,
Sanjay Gupta, country head of
an online site, talked about how
the human society was curious
by nature and how latest tech-
nology supported by organisa-
tions was satisfying that curios-
ity.  He also talked about
enabling people to “look into
tomorrow by looking a little
at today and a lot into yester-
day”.

Padma Shri chef Sanjeev
Kapoor, who was also present
at the meeting, spoke on the
future of food and how with
artificial intelligence and virtu-
al reality, the experience of food
consumption would take more
meaning and texture.

Kapoor was followed by D.
Shitij Kapoor, a world
renowned psychiatrist, who
spoke about the transformation
of societies across the world
into cognitive societies instead
of mechanical ones, and also
stressed the importance of bal-
ance between traditional forms
of medicine as well as modern
ones for holistic health and liv-
ing. 

The event was also attend-
ed by Dr Praveer Sinha, visit-
ing faculty at MIT and Tata
Power Group Head, who spoke
about green energy. 
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Divisional Commissioner
(DC) Deepak Agrawal has

informed that the division has
expected to produce 13 lakh
metric tonnes (MT) of paddy
this Kharif season and the tar-
get is to purchase 5 lakh MT of
paddy which is 40 per cent of
the total production. He was
reviewing the progress of
preparations for paddy pro-
curement through video con-
ferencing here on Friday. He
has instructed the concerned
officers to invite the paddy
growers to purchasing centres
so that they can get maximum
benefits.

According to him, paddy
harvesting is going on right
now but the sales would pick
up in the division next month
and at present the market rates
are low. He asked the officers
to make all arrangements of
money, bags, moisture mea-
suring equipment, transport
facilities etc at the centres and
keep the goal of purchasing
paddy more than the target.
‘Till now 25,720 farmers have
been registered,’ he said, direct-

ing the officers to call the
farmers from the control room
to get themselves registered and
inform them about their near-
by purchasing centres.

‘The farmers should not be
harassed at the purchasing
centre and they should be
given proper facilities and assis-
tance at the centres apart from
ensuring to give their pay-

ment within 72 hours as the
government is committed to
increase the income of farmers
and to provide all possible
help to them,’ he said, instruct-
ing the officers to get feedback
by associating lekhpals, Kisan
sahayaks to the purchasing
centers. He also said that if any
farmer brings paddy contain-
ing moisture, help them to

dry it. ‘The minimum support
price (MSP) of paddy fixed by
the government is very well so
it would benefit the farmers a
lot. In western UP, paddy has
started being brought in large
quantities to the purchasing
centers, so arrangements
should be made in advance
here keeping in mind the pos-
sibilities of arrival of increased
quantities of paddy this time,’
he said.

Meanwhile, Agrawal also
presided over a meeting of
divisional Udyog Bandhu in
which he has informed that the
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (Facilitation of
Establishment and Operating)
Act 2020 has come into force
under which all the license pro-
visions will be made available
to the entrepreneurs in 72
hours on setting up the MSME
units. In the meeting the appli-
cations received from some
units were approved in princi-
ple. The meeting was also
attended by Joint
Commissioner (Industries)
Umesh Singh, senior officers of
various departments and entre-
preneurs.
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The number of new patients
with corona infection

remains fluctuating. The figure
of 172 new positive patients
crossed the 23,000 mark in the
district within the last 24 hours.
During the treatment, 309
corona-infected people have
died with the death of three
people late on Friday night.
However, the increase in the
number of people who beat
corona is going to be a relief.
About 167 people beat Corona
in 24 hours.

According to CMO Dr GS
Bajpai, the scope of Covid test-

ing and contract tracing has
reduced the spread of rapid
infection. Health officials are
advising people to avoid coro-
na. On Friday, 32 people from
various Covid hospitals were
discharged after becoming
infection free. 135 patients
completed home isolation. So
far, 23,088 people have been
infected in the district, while
5,432 people have been admit-
ted to hospitals and have
become infection free. Also,
15,887 people have beaten the
corona in home isolation. He
said that 1,460 Covid cases
remained active in the district
on Friday.

Nodal Officer for Corona

Dr Rishi Sahai said that on
Friday, the new corona-infect-
ed included three lawyers,
along with two bank man-
agers and an excise inspector.
He said that the CRO of the
High Court, the manager of
NTPC, the clerk posted in the
CMO office, the secretary of
the judicial officer have also
been positive. A degree college
teacher, librarian, branch man-
ager of SBI, chief manager of
PNB, assistant manager of
Canara Bank has suffered from
corona infection.

New OT commissioned at
Covid Hospital in Super
Specialty Block located at SRN
Hospital Campus has been

made functional. Corona
infected women will now be
delivered in the new OT of this
new Covid block. According to
Dr SP Singh, Principal of MLN
Medical College, modern OT is
equipped with modern
resources.

Dr Amrita Chaurasia,
Head of the Department of
gynecologist, said that on
Saturday, OT was inaugurated
with worship prayers. Till now
the delivery of corona infected
women was done in the OT in
the old building of the hospi-
tal. Now normal and cesarean
deliveries will be done in the
new modular OT, added Dr
Chaurasia.
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Women’s help desk service
started in all 39 police

stations of the district. The
main event was held at the
Colonelganj police station
where the newly constructed
women’s help desk was inau-
gurated jointly by Phulpur MP,
Mayor and District Panchayat
president. Earlier, the Chief
Minister addressed the officers
and policemen through video
conferencing and congratulat-
ed them for this effort.

Simultaneous service
began on Friday across the
state, including Prayagraj. On
this occasion, 20 police stations
of the state were directly linked
to the Chief Minister’s office
through video conferencing,

including the Colonelganj
police station of the city.
Around 10 am, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath started
addressing police and admin-
istrative officers and employees
present in all the 20 police sta-
tions through video confer-
encing. After the end of the
address, Phulpur MP Keshari
Devi Patel, Mayor Abhilasha
Gupta and District Panchayat
president Rekha Singh, who
were present in the pro-
gramme, inaugurated the
women’s help desk at the police
station by cutting the ribbon.
ADG Zone Premprakash, IG
Range KP Singh, DM
Bhanuchand Goswami, DIG,
SSP Sarvashresth Tripathi, SP
City Dinesh Kumar Singh,
Nodal Officer of Mission Shakti

Bairahna Amita Singh and
other officers and employees
were present on the occasion.

Earlier, the Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath’s address was
broadcast live on two screens
installed in the police station
premises. On this occasion,
Colonelganj police station was
decorated attractively. Apart
from women organisations and
social workers, other enlight-
ened people were present here
along with police and admin-
istrative officers.

ADG Zone Premprakash
said that complaints will be
lodged on the computer at the
women’s help desk set up inside
the transparent cabin in the
police station. Trained women
police personnel will give
acknowledgment to the victims

after registering their com-
plaints, which will also include
the investigating officer and
their mobile number. He fur-
ther said that the disposal of
complaints on women’s
helpdesk will be reviewed reg-
ularly. In three shifts of eight-
eight hours, two women police-
men will be on duty at the
helpdesk for 24 hours.

The intention of the gov-
ernment is that the victims can
speak without any hesitation
and fearlessness. Accordingly,
this arrangement has been
made. This service has been
started in all the police stations
located in the eight districts of
the zone. Additional SP and
CO level officers will supervise
the work of the help desk, said
ADG Zone Premprakash. 
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In Shardiya Navratri, devotees
thronged the Devi temples

on Saturday since morning to
worship Maha Gauri, the
eighth carnation of the goddess
Durga. Every devotee who
came to the temple was eager
to get a glimpse of the Maa
Durga. 

The devotees made a bee-
line for hours and then reached
the abode of the goddess and
bowed at her feet. The crowd
in the temples became so much
that even physical distance
could not be followed, the
police also struggled to follow
it.

From 4 o’clock in the
morning, the order of devotees
who came to visit the Devi tem-
ples continued. Goddess
Alopshankari in Alopibagh,

Ma Lalita Devi in Meerapur,
Ma Kalyani in Kalyani Devi,
Khema Mai in Chowk, Kali
Bari temple in Mutathiganj
echoed with the shout of god-
dess Kali. Similarly, in other
temples, people continued to
distribute prasad with offering
prayers.

At some points in the tem-
ple the devotees were wit-
nessed having darshan with
two and a half yards away. The
city’s Alopi Devi Temple,
Kalyani Devi Temple, Lalita
Devi Temple were the most
crowded. All the devotees who
were going to the temple for
darshan were motivated by
policemen to put on masks.
The same situation existed in
the Devi temples of the rural
area. Similarly, people wor-
shiped the mother goddess in
homes and made nine girls eat
food. Similarly, the people of

the city are also preparing for
Dussehra.

Similarly, in Kaushambi
district, worship was held in the
Devi temples on Mahashtami.
The festival of worship of
Shakti in Sanatan Dharma has
been a tradition of worshiping
aming havan and Kanyabhoj
for centuries in Navratri. Even
in puranas, havan pujan and
Kanyabhoj have been described
as very important. Devotees
also worship girls by consider-
ing them as the form of Mother
Durga. 

Since Saturday morning,
devotees offered prayers to
Maa Bhagwati amid chanting
of mantras with havan. 

Havan-pujan has been
going on since morning in
Devi temples including Durga
Mandir Temple at Sarai Akil,
Masuria Mata Temple at
Kishunpur Ambari. In the

Mahila Gram Sabha, devotees
who are fasting in Navratri per-
formed the havan and
purnahuti of Goddess
Bhagwati. During this, the
devotee ended their fast with 51
Kanyabhoj. 

Bhandara was also organ-
ised at many places. A grand
Maha Aarti was held in Durga
Puja pandals at night. 

The picturesque tableaux
of Jagat Janani Maa Adi Shakti
were the centre of attraction in
Durga Puja pandals on the aus-
picious occasion of Navratri in
various villages including
Manauri, Charava,
Tilhapurmod, Nevada,
Tilhapur in Chail tehsil.
Devotees joined the aarti with
reverence. Mahaarti was organ-
ised in Durga Temple Sarai
Akil, Masuria Mata Temple
Kishunpur Ambari, Devi
Temple Mahila village.
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Despite all COVID-19
restrictions, traditional

gaiety and religious fervour
prevailed as a good number of
people thronged different areas
of the city to see the idols of
Goddess Durga on the auspi-
cious occasion of Ashthmi here
on Saturday. Though no
grandeur was made on the
pandals this year, it did not dis-
courage the enthusiasms of
the people. However, the rush
which generally reached a peak
on this auspicious occasion
was missed this year. In many
areas, attractive lighting
arrangements were made while
at some pandals, digital shows
were organised.  

The rush was mainly seen
in Lahurabir, Sigra, Luxa,
Godowlia, Sonarpura-
Bhelupur, Maidagin, and many
areas in trans-Varuna area
including Shivpur, Pandeypur,
Orderly Bazar, Pahadhiya and
some others. As the city has
been extended a lot in trans-
Varuna, several pandals were
set up at Shivpur Mini Stadium,
Orderly Bazar and Pandeypur
but they did not invest such
huge amount on their pandals
this time as they generally did
in the previous years. In many
pandals, though all the tradi-
tional rituals were performed
by the puja samiti members,
the visitors were only asked to

offer prayer from outside the
restricted puja areas. The
Bangiya Samaj which general
gives its major focus on its
idols, performed all their ritu-
als with traditional gaiety but
they did not allow outsiders to
reach near the idols.

Elaborate security arrange-
ments were made and at many
places the visitors were asked to
maintain social distancing. In
the district, as many as 307
pandals have been set up apart
from installation of Kalash
Puja at 116 places. In the city
area, a large number of pandals
have been set up in Sigra,
Dashasamedh, Chowk,
Chetganj, Luxa and some other
areas while in rural areas at
Rohania, Cholapur and
Choubeypur. 

DEVOTEES THRONG
ANNAPURNA TEMPLE:
Amidst tight security arrange-
ments, hundreds of devotees

thronged Mahagauri
(Annapurna Mandir) near
Kashi Vishwanath temple on
the auspicious occasion of
Asthmi during the ongoing
Shardiya Navratra here on
Saturday, maintaining COVID-
19 guidelines. As the temple is
located in super-sensitive
Gyanvapi premises, every
devotee entered the temple
after thorough proper check-
ing. It was the second contin-
uous day when the temple of
Goddess Durga is located in the
sensitive areas. Though the
rush was not as usual as it was
generally seen on this auspi-
cious occasion due to coron-
avirus pandemic, a good num-
ber of devotees reached there.

Besides, heavy rush was
also seen throughout the day at
Durga Mandir and all other
temples of goddesses. Several
people also preferred to go to
old Durga Mandir in trans-

Ganga Ramnagar and Maa
Sheetla Mata Mandir at
Adalpura near Varanasi-
Mirzapur border. Not only
this, hundreds of people also
went to Vindhyachal in
Mirzapur district, about 65
kms from here, to offer prayer
at Maa Vindyavasini Devi. This
holy city has separate temples
of all the nine Devis and nine
Gauris where the devotees offer
prayer on different days during
Shardiya and Vasantik
Navratras respectively.

Besides, on the auspicious
occasion, at several places the
programmes of Kanya Puja
was organised apart from sev-
eral homes where Kalashs have
been set up for Navratra Puja.
Besides, Namami Ganga
activists also observed Kanya
Puja. After offering meals and
Dakshina to the girls, they
also appealed to them to use
masks and sanitisers during
coronavirus pandemic period.
The girls were carrying plac-
ards ‘jab taq dawai nahi, tab taq
dilai nahi’. 

Speaking on the occasion,
convener Rajesh Shukla said
that during the Navratra,
Durga Puja also sends us the
message of cleanliness as before
installing Kalash the people
make their homes properly
clean and appealed to all not to
use single use plastic items
apart from praying to make the
country Atmanirbhar (self-
reliant). 

����

���
9���
�%��
����33�4�<�(

Multidimensional person-
ality and owner and man-

aging director of the historic
Indian Press octogenarian
Kalyan Ghosh breathed his
last on Saturday morning at
Apollo Hospital Lucknow. He
was 82.

The news of the demise of
Kalyan Ghosh, popularly
known as Kollan Da, spread a
pall of gloom over the Sangam
City because this person of
multiple specialities was asso-
ciated with a good number of
social, cultural, educational
and voluntary organisations.

His mortal remains arrived
at Ghosh Villa, Georgetown in
the afternoon hours from
Lucknow, and after some time
was taken to Jagat Taran Girls
Inter College, and to Golden

Jubilee School in JT Girls
Degree College for Antim
Darshan in a flower bedecked
van. He was consigned to
flames at Rasoolabad Ghat by

his son Arindam Ghosh.
Kollan Da was from the

elite Ghosh family of
Allahabad, the owners of the
famous Indian Press. After his
education in the UK Kalyan
Ghosh returned to Allahabad
and besides looking after his
family business, he showed
keen interest in theatre and
music. He was a master guitar
player and a noted theatre
actor and director. Even at the
age of 80 he performed on the
stage a couple of years ago, and
became the centre of attraction.

He was very actively asso-
ciated with Rotary, Bengali
social and cultural organisa-
tion, Roopkatha Theatre group,
Jagat Taran Educational Society
and many other associations.

A very soft spoken and
filled with Bengali traditions,
Kollan Da used to organise

Durga Puja every year at JT
Girls Degree College premises,
but owing to Covid restrictions,
it could not be held this year.

Kollan Da had developed a
malignant lump near prostate
gland, and he could not survive
the chemotherapy. His end
came owing to multi organ fail-
ure.

NEW OFFICE INAUGU-
RATED: Partner of Singh
and Dwivedi Company Anil
Gupta Chartered Accountant
opened his new office just by
the side of The Pioneer in Civil
Lines on Saturday, on the aus-
picious occasion of Maha
Ashtmi. Shivram Gupta inau-
gurated this office in the pres-
ence of the elite of the city.
People may find quick solu-
tions of GST and other tax
related problems, said Anil
Gupta. 
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In this parliamentary con-
stituency of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, the
Department of Posts has taken
a new initiative during Navratri
festival. Under the ‘Beti Bachao,
Beti Padhao’ campaign
launched by the PM, ‘Sukanya
Samriddhi Yojana’ has proved
the significance of Navratri
festival by opening the accounts
of all the girl children and
ensuring their future. On the
initiative of Post Master
General (PMG) of Varanasi
Region Krishna Kumar Yadav,
188 villages of Varanasi Postal
Region have been declared as
‘Sampurna Sukanya Samriddhi
Gram’ during the Navratra by
opening Sukanya Samriddhi
accounts of all eligible girls of
these villages.

At a function at Tapovan
Branch PO here Yadav gifted
passbooks to the girls. Senior
Superintendent of Post offices
Sumit Kumar Gaat,
Superintendent of Post offices
Ram Milan, Mahant Deen

Bandhu Das Ji Maharaj, Ward
Member Vandana Singh,
Assistant Director Shambhu
Rai also wished for the happy
future of these girls.

In his address, Yadav said
that women power is important
in Indian culture. ‘Sukanya
Samriddhi Yojana’ is not only
a medium of investment, but it
is also linked with bright and
prosperous future of the girls.
“More than 1.72 lakh Sukanya
Samriddhi accounts of eligible
girls have been opened in

Varanasi Region,” he informed,
adding that financial as well as
social concerns of this scheme
are also important. The amount
deposited in it will be solely for
daughters, which will be useful
in their education, career, and
marriage. This scheme will
also promote women empow-
erment in future by empower-
ing girls.

Speaking on the occasion,
Sumit Kumar Gatt said that
Sukanya Samriddhi Account of
girls upto 10 years can be

opened in any post office with
minimum �250. Minimum �
1,000 and maximum �
1,50,000 can be deposited in a
financial year in this account.
Ram Milan said that 50 per
cent of the amount deposited
on girl being 18 years and the
entire amount can be with-
drawn on completion of 21
years. 

Shambhu Rai said that the
interest rate in Sukanya
Samriddhi Yojana is 7.6 per
cent and there is also a provi-
sion for income tax rebate on
the deposits. Tapovan Ward
member Vandana Singh said
that during the Navratri festi-
val this unique initiative of the
Department of Posts in the
interest of daughters is
admirable 

This will make the future of
girls bright and secure. Mahant
of Tapovan Ashram Deen
Bandhu Das Ji Maharaj said
that there is a tradition of girl
worship in Navratri and during
this auspicious festival, the
Department of Posts has made
these Sukanyas more prosper-
ous by opening their Accounts.
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As many as 95 new Covid-
19 positive patients have

been detected in the district on
Saturday, increasing the total
number of cases to 16,333.
The day also saw two more
deaths, increasing the toll to
261. During the day, the follow-
up negative reports included
172 patients. Out of them, 164
have been recovered from
home isolation and six from the
hospitals, increasing the num-
ber to 12,545 and 2,798 respec-

tively. The total number of
patients who have been recov-
ered so far is 15,343, leaving
729 active cases. The recovery
rate has improved to 93.93
percent but mortality rate
remained at 1.59 percent.

Meanwhile, Chief Medical
Officer (CMO) Dr. VB Singh
has informed that in the first
report of the day, 80 positive
patients were found out of
3,034 reports received. Till
then, the total test reports
received were 3,01,806 and the
results of 1,737 are awaited.

Out of them, 2,85,488 were
negative while 16,318 positive.
The total number of samples
collected was 3,19,552.

Earlier, a male aged 63
from Tulsi Vihar Colony suc-
cumbed to Covid-19 at Sir
Sundarlal Hospital (SSH),
Banaras Hindu University
(BHU). With the addition of
eight new red zones, the total
number of hotspots has
increased to 2,269 including
244 red zones. Six green zones
have been converted into red
zones again. 

There are 2,025 green
zones with 19 new ones.
Under ongoing mass/ group
antigen tests, all 295 tests at
Shree Shiv Prasad Gupta
(SSPG) Hospital, Kabirchaura,
105 at adjacent Government
Women’s Hospital, 35 at CHC
Shivpur and 46 at Swami
Vivekanand Government
Hospital,  Bhelupur were
found negative. However, five
out of 110 at LBS Hospital,
Ramnagar and two out of 112
at SSH BHU were detected
positive.
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Under the guidance of
Chairman, Carpet Export

Promotion Council (CEPC),
Siddh Nath Singh, in order to
educate member exporters
about various testing for carpet
sector as per requirements of
various importing countries,
CEPC organised a webinar on
carpet testing.  Second Vice-
Chairman, CEPC, Umer
Hameed, members COA, Abdul
Rub, Bodh Raj Malhotra, Husain
Jafar Husaini, Shree Ram
Maurya, and CEPC Executive
Director Sanjay Kumar  were
present at the webinar. CEPC
Second Vice-Chairman Umer
Hameed welcomed members
and experts and expressed the
hope that the webinar will be
beneficial for the Indian hand-
made carpet industry.
Minhazuddin Sheikh, Deputy
General Manager - TGRC R&D
head, Technical Governance
and Regulatory Compliance
(TGRC), M/s TUV SUD South
Asia Pvt Ltd, Gurgaon,  a
Germany based testing com-
pany made power point pre-
sentation on different testing
requirements and regulations in
US and European markets. Dr
RK Malik, Dean, Indian
Institute of Carpet Technology

(IICT), Bhadohi, made a pre-
sentation on different testing
facilities available in IICT,
advantages of testing –  assur-
ing quality as per customer’s
requirement, developing cus-
tomer confidence, reducing
wastage and optimisation of the
process. During the question-
answer session the speakers
answered the queries of partic-
ipants. Some members inquired
about the availability of fibre
testing facility which is neces-
sary to maintain the standard of
the products. Rajesh  Kumar
from M/s Jaipur Rugs inquired
about additional testing
requirement in EU and USA
due to Covid-19 scenario. Some
members inquired about the
validity of the testing reports. Dr
Malik informed the participants
about the Kaleen Bandhu
Scheme of IICT for exporters.
After becoming member under
Kaleen Bandhu Scheme mem-
bers are eligible for 20 per cent
discount on all testing charges,
publication, software and design
developed at IICT, 10 per cent
discount on consultancy fee
and charges, free access to library
for reference, liaison by IICT
team for consultancy etc. Sanjay
Kumar informed the members
that Council is issuing the
Kaleen labels for  all  handmade

carpets,   druggets, dhuries  etc
signifying that the user of
‘KALEEN’ label is abiding by the
code of conduct  adopted by the
CEPC for eradication of child
labour. He said the Kaleen labels
are available in all Council
offices and their cost is nominal.
The Council and Government
of India is going to launch a spe-
cial drive to popularise the
Kaleen labels, he said  and
requested the members to use
them on all their carpets and
other floor coverings. Sanjay
Kumar said regulations are
important and sooner or later we
will have to comply with them
for EU and USA which is our
major market. Although in car-
pet industry we have already
adopted the set pattern but it is
the need of the hour that we
have to do the compliance as per
the norms, he added. Husain
Jafar Husaini proposed the vote
of thanks.  He mentioned that
although various facilities are
available in IICT at affordable
rates and there is need to
improve response time from it
by creating a separate marketing
cell which will not only be ben-
eficial for members but also
increase revenue. Finally CEPC
requested members to send
their suggestions on the testing
facilities they required in IICT.

�;$$2��;1?21+	� $+��,-#.�

The railway administration
will divert 09065/09066

Surat-Chhapra-Surat superfast
clone special train via Chhapra-
Jaunpur-Varanasi-Prayagraj
Chheoki, Senior Public
Relations Officer CP Chauhan
said. As a result the 09065 Surat-
Chhapra superfast clone special
train from November 2 every
Monday will leave Surat at 08.30
hrs, Bhusaval at 13.15 hrs. Itarsi
at 17.15 hrs, Jabalpur at 21.30
hrs, second day Prayagraj
Chheoki at 03.10 hrs, Varanasi.
at 07:00 hrs, Jaunpur at 08.50 hrs
and reach Chhapra at 14.30
hrs. During the return journey,
the 09066 Chhapra-Surat super-
fast clone special will from
November 4 every Wednesday
leave Chhapra at 08.30 hrs,
Jaunpur at 13.40 hrs, Varanasi at
15.00 hrs, Prayagraj Chheoki at
17.45 hrs, on the second day
Jabalpur at  00.15 hrs, Itarsi at
03.55 hrs, Bhusaval at 07.40 hrs
and reach Surat at 13.45 hrs. Due
to the change in the route the
stoppage of train at Shahganj has
been terminated.  Meanwhile
from November 4 changes have
been made in the arrival/depar-
ture timing of the 09090
Gorakhpur-Ahmedabad special
train (departing from
Gorakhpur) at Satna, Katni,
Itarsi and Khandwa stations. As

a result this train will leave
Satna at 21:25 hrs, Katni at
23.00 hrs, the second day Itarsi
at 04.15 hrs and Khandwa at
06.25 hrs. On the other hand,
due to the ongoing farmers’ agi-
tation in Punjab, the following
express special trains will be
diverted. The  05909 Dibrugarh-
Lalgarh special train running
from Dibrugarh from October
20 to November 2 will be divert-
ed via Rohtak-Bhiwani-Hisar-
Shadulpur-Hanumangarh. The
05910 Lalgarh-Dibrugarh spe-
cial train running from Lalgarh
from October 22 to November
4 will be diverted via
Hanumangarh-Shadulpur-
Hisar-Bhiwani-Rohtak.

PARCEL SPECIAL: For
the convenience of business
establishments, industries,
traders and general public on
the occasion of forthcoming
Chhath and other festivals the
railway administration for
ensuring the availability of
necessary goods at various
places between Kolkata and
Gorakhpur and Gorakhpur
and Kolkata since September 7
this year till Chhath Puja is
running the 00325/00326
Kolkata-Gorakhpur-Kolkata
parcel weekly express special
train. As many as 12 parcel
coaches are being attached in
this train, CPRO PK Singh said.
The 00325 Kolkata-Gorakhpur

parcel express special every
Monday leaves Kolkata at 13.45
hrs, Bandel at 15.15 hrs,
Vardhaman at 16.20 hrs,
Asansol at 18.30 hrs, Jhajha at
22.05 hrs, on second day
Barauni at 01.05 hrs,
Samastipur at 02.20 hrs,
Muzaffarpur at 03.30 hrs,
Hajipur at 04.45 hrs, Chhapra
at 07.15 hrs, Siwan at 08.40 hrs,
Deoria Sadar at 10.20 hrs and
reaches Gorakhpur at 11.50
hrs. During the return journey
the 00326 Gorakhpur-Kolkata
parcel express special every
Wednesday departs from
Gorakhpur at 17.00 hrs, Deoria
Sadar at 18.40 hrs, Siwan at
20.20 hrs, Chhapra at 21.45 hrs,
Hajipur at 23.55 hrs, on second
day  from Muzaffarpur at 01.10
hrs, Samastipur at 02:20 hrs.
Barauni at 03.25 hrs, Jhajha at
06.20 hrs, Asansol at 10.00 hrs.,
Vardhman at 12.05 hrs and
Bandel at 13.20 hrs and reach-
es Kolkata at 14.50 hrs.

PANTRY CAR NOT TO
BE ATTACHED: The railway
administration due to unavoid-
able reasons with immediate
effect will not attach pantry car in
02589/02590 Gorakhpur-
Secunderabad-Gorakhpur special
train and 02591/02592
G or a k hpu r- Ye s v antpu r-
Gorakhpur special train till fur-
ther orders, senior PRO
CP Chauhan said.

�;$$2��;1?21+	� $+��,-#.�

The recovery of the body of
an 55-year-old man in the

Gida area created a sensation
there. On getting information
the police rushed to the spot,
took the body of the deceased
into custody and sent it for the
post-mortem examination.
Reports said that on Friday
some residents of Gahasad vil-
lage had gone to graze their
animals on the southern side of
Gahasad railway bridge

towards Bhatwa. People raised
suddenly an alarm when they
spotted the body of a man lying
there. He was later identified as
Pramod Kumar Yadav, son of
Chanda Prasad Yadav, a resi-
dent of Gahasad, a priest at a
Shiv Temple. He was wearing
a ‘lungi’ and a white kurt and
an empty bottle, ‘petha’ and
‘Ramdana’ were found near
his body.  Gida SO Devendra
Singh said that that body had of
the deceased had been sent for
the post mortem examination.

Meanwhile one person was
killed when a bus carrying
passengers collided with a
truck parked on the four lane
near the Jungle Chawri village
under the Khorabar police sta-
tion around 2 pm on Friday. As
many as 11 passengers, includ-
ing three women and seven
children, were injured. On get-
ting information the police
rushed the injured to the local
health centre from where they
were referred to the district
hospital after first aid.
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In order to promote goods
loading on Indian Railways,

the Ministry of Railways to
provide information about
facilities being provided to
traders and industries has start-
ed the ‘Freight Business Portal
Service’ which can be accessed
through the link
https://www.fois.indianrail.gov.
in/RailSAHAY/Home.isp   or
through the Railway Board
website. Through this portal
the traders can through their
FNR number track the current

status of their goods, Chief
Public Relations Officer
(CPRO) Pankaj Kumar Singh
said. Through this portal they
can get booking and registra-
tion-related information,
arrival/departure and move-
ment time of goods trains etc.
On this portal information
related to freight-related regu-
lations and facilities available
at goods sheds such as aggre-
gator, transporter, ware house
and labourers is available.
Besides information regarding
container rail terminal and
private freight terminal can be

obtained. In case of any kind
of inconvenience, the desig-
nated nodal officer can be
contacted. Moreover in case of
inconvenience suggestions can
be sent to the online portal for
improvement. For monitor-
ing at the zonal railway and
divisional level of North
Eastern Railway (NER) an offi-
cer of the level of the assistant
commercial manager has been
nominated. With the help of
this portal, traders can avail
every facility any time and
anywhere through their smart
phones or laptops. 
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Under the Mission Shakti drive
training in martial arts was

given to girl students of Kamla Arya
Kanya PG College on Friday.
Addressing the trainees on the
occasion, trainer Pragya Lata said
training was given so that they could
cope with any emergency situation
with more confidence and strong
will power. The trainer appealed to
girls to become confident so that
they could help others. She was of
the view that self-confidence was an
ability to face any challenge whether
it was in the field of academics or
in our life. On the occasion princi-
pal Neelam Kumari extended her
best wishes to the students.
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On DM’s directive deputy collector Amit Shukla raided
the ARTO office on Friday and caught five touts.

Reports said that the officer left his government vehicle far
away from the office, found ARTO on his chair and two out
of 18 employees absent. At the counter of licence the offi-
cer found a large gathering,  caught the five touts and hand-
ed over them to Dehat Kotwali and submitted a detailed
report to the DM. 

ELECTRONIC MACHINES GIVEN: CDO Avinash
Singh distributed dozens of electronic machines useful for
making clay idols and colouring them at a simple programme
organised at Vikas Bhawan on Friday. Addressing the potters,
he said that under the scheme run through Khadi Gramodyog
the government had decided to promote rural artisans. He said
the government’s initiative aimed at strengthening rural econ-
omy and appealed to gathering to remain aware about gov-
ernment’s schemes and avail themselves of the facility in the
larger interest of the indigenous art.  
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The Kanpur Divisional
Commissioner, Raj

Shekhar launching a ‘Kanpur
Road Repair Helpline’ said
good and safe roads were the
basic requirement of a citizen.
He said it was in fact the fun-
damental right of every citizen.
He directed that all the roads
which were full of potholes and
craters should be repaired with-
in the next 15 days. He said the
Helpline was especially meant
for the Kanpurites who can reg-
ister their complaints regarding
bad roads and assured that the
repair of the that particular
road will certainly be carried

out. He appealed to the people
to avail themselves of the facil-
ity extended to them.

He said good pedestrian
paths and roads were a funda-
mental right of every citizen
under Article 21 of the
Constitution, indicating that it
was the statutory and consti-
tutional duty of the Kanpur
Nagar Nigam to maintain roads
and footpaths. He directed the
Kanpur Municipal
Commissioner to ensure that
the citizens were not deprived
of their rights. He said a citizen
can demand the enforcement
of a fundamental right and can
also seek compensation if the
authorities failed in their legal

obligation.
He said if a citizen suffered

as a result of the failure of the
state machinery to maintain
roads, apart from liability
under the regular law of torts,
the person can take recourse to
public law remedy.  He said
they can initiate action under
public law to seek compensa-
tion from the authorities.’ He
said it would not be any exag-
geration that the roads in
Kanpur were certainly in a
mess and thus the local gover-
nance need to construct and
repair. He said we all know that
the UP government was mak-
ing every effort to make
Kanpur a smart city and thus

smart city has smart roads as
well.

The DC said widespread
attention continued to be
drawn to the ecological effects
of roads, especially as the road
system continued to expand.
He said roads were created
because of changing interac-
tions between people and their
environments and were also
created to facilitate access to
natural resources, to connect
human communities, to move
goods to markets, and to move
people to work.  He said what-
ever their purpose, roads, road
establishment, road mainte-
nance, and road travel had  a
broad variety of effects.
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The general secretary of
Mahila Manch, Neelam

Chaturvedi while addressing a
national webinar on ‘Domestic
Violence against Women’ on
Saturday said in the initial
four phases of COVID-19-
related lockdown, Indian
women filed more domestic
violence complaints than
recorded in a similar period in
the last one decade. The offi-
cials figures reported were the
tip of the iceberg as 86 per cent
women who experienced
domestic violence did not seek
help in India.

She said the number of
domestic violence complaints
received by the National
Commission for Women dou-
bled from 123 distress calls to
239 domestic violence com-
plaints, from March 23, 2020,
to April 16, 2020. She said in
such a backdrop, it was imper-
ative to understand domestic
violence and steps taken by the
government to facilitate access
to resources against domestic
violence. She said National
Domestic Violence Awareness

Month was an annual desig-
nation observed in October
and Mahila Manch carried out
23 awareness camps all over the
city especially in the sub-urban
areas and slums. She said it was
true that in India women were
at the lowest rung of the patri-
archal, hierarchical society and
this can be supported by the
fact that in India last census
showed child sex ratio was
highly skewed with only 857
girls per 1,000 boys in some
northern states and one potent
reason which emerged was
that the average literacy rate of
rural women was yet not over
20 per cent. 

Chaturvedi said country-
wide lockdown turned it into a
torture chamber for women
majorly illiterate and semi-lit-
erate women. She said the fact
which emerged was that the
perpetrators were from home
itself. She said one factor which
was a significant contributor
was the gender unequal domes-
tic labour.  She said on an aver-
age a woman in India spent up
to 353 minutes a day on house-
hold work compared to the 52
minutes spent by men. She said

as per the survey by the Indian
Psychiatry Society, within a
week of the start of the lock-
down, the number of reported
cases of mental illness in India
had risen by 20 per cent and the
situation has yet not improved
despite the lockdown with-
drawn.

She said there was no
doubt that there were umpteen
laws protecting women but
somehow it continued unabat-
ed. She said India must abide
by these human rights instru-
ments and ensure the same for
its female population. She
added that  Public Interest
Litigations (PILs) was a popu-
lar recourse in India used by
activists to advance human
rights and highlighted issues of
gross injustices but thousands
of PILs had been filed in high
courts across the nation but
emancipation was still awaited. 

Chaturvedi said instead of
focusing on women as victims,
they should be portrayed as
agents capable of changing
their own lives. She said Mahila
Manch had always been in the
forefront for counselling and
played a pivotal role inspread-

ing awareness and creating a
social support mechanism and
positive sensitisation through
the media. 

She said that the govern-
ment must assure its people,
especially women that the
health, economic, mental and
social aspects of the pandem-
ic will be dealt with and poli-
cy framework should include
the provision of temporary
shelters for women and fami-
lies away from abusers.

She further informed that
as the COVID-19 pandemic
raged on, reports of domestic
violence upsurged all over the
world especially in India and
the pervasive spread of the
virus had forced domestic vio-
lence victims to stay at home
with their abusers, leaving
them with little options to find
any shelter or even solace.  She
said in abusive households,
women had to battle the male
aggressor inside and the virus
outside. 

Prominent other who
addressed the webinar were
Archana, Mala, Shipra, Prabha,
Kusum and several other
women activists.
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The Kanpur District
Magistrate, City, Alok

Tiwari, while carrying out a
surprise inspection of Cow
Protection Centre, Patara and
expressed concern over the
stray cattle on the roads and
directed that a special drive be
launched to trap these animals
and put them in the cow shel-
ters being run by the govern-
ment. He warned that there
should not be any crisis of fod-
der, medicine, water  and
directed the authorities to
ensure that there was a regular
visit of veterinary doctors to
take care of the ill or ailing cows
in the sheds.

He said there were com-
plaints that people first domes-
ticate cows for milk but leave
them on te roads to graze but
when these cows stop giving
milk they were abandoned and
thus they survive on the litter
on the roads. He said the UP
government had launched
umpteen schemes to ensure
there was proper protection of
the cows. He said there should
be a night watchman at all the
shelter homes so that they

cows do not stray out or come
to harm in any way. 

He expressed concern over
the emaciated appearance of
the stray cows and directed the
authorities to ensure that prop-
er fodder was provided to
them so that their health
improved.

The DM was informed
that the Cow Shelter in Patara
currently has housed  70 aban-
doned cows and their upkeep

was done by the shelter. 
He was informed that peo-

ple has also been advised that
instead of abandoning the cows
when they become ‘dry’ they
should ensure they were hand-
ed over to these cow shelters.
He later visited the Paddy pur-
chase centre and directed that
they should work to the opti-
mal. 

He said the lekhpal should
work in close coordination

with the authorities and added
that all such farmers who were
refused purchase on account of
damp paddy a special register
should be maintained  and full
details of the farmers and the
details of the crop should be
entered. He said a video clip
need to be prepared in support
as well. 

He then checked the
dampness of the crop by the
measuring meter.
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Vice-Chancellor of
Deendayal Upadhyaya,

Gorakhpur University, Prof
Rajesh Singh, met the Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath at
Gorakhnath Temple on
Saturday and discussed many
important issues including new
courses to be started and open-
ing of new institutes and cen-
tres in the university.

The Vice-Chancellor pre-
sented a roadmap to the Chief
Minister to make Mahayogi
Guru Gorakshanath
Shodhpeeth a global (world
class) institute. Prof Rajesh
Singh apprised the Chief
Minister that encyclopaedia
on Nathpanth would be ready
soon.

Prof Singh said that world-
class education and facilities
would be provided in the uni-
versity through the proposed
new centres and institutes
under the National Education
Policy. V-C also apprised Chief
Minister that University has
planned to start Institute of
Multi-Disciplinary Sciences
and has proposed eight centres
including covering disciplines
like Genetics, Bio-informat-
ics, Aquaculture, Bio-
Resources, Climate Change,
Data Science, Information
Security, Food Technology and
Packaging and
Instrumentation.

Prof Rajesh Singh
informed the CM about the
proposed new institutions and
centres in the university.

Prof Singh told that besides
the Institute of Physical
Education and Sports Science,
Institute of Hotel Management
Catering and Tourism,
Mahayogi Institute of Yoga
Vedic Education and Research,
Centre for Development
Studies, Guru Gorakshnath
Centre for Media and
Communication, Centre for
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p
Development and Business
Incubation and the Mahayogi
Gorakshanath Global Institute
for Cultural and Development
Studies, the university has plans
to run new centres and insti-
tutes with the help of the State
Government or Central
Government or under Public
Private Partnership.

Chief Minister assured
all possible help and support
in the beginning of new
courses, institutes and centres
in the DDU Gorakhpur
University.

Prof Singh said the entire
effort is to attract students
from other states and also
from foreign countries which
will help the DDU Gorakhpur
University to perform better in
NAAC accreditation and NIRF
ranking. 
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Due to alertness of a meter
reader, a three years old

boy was recovered from a kid-
napper within two hours of the
incident under the Kalyanpur
police station on Friday night.

According to reports, the
three years old son of Bakery
owner Amit Shukla of Sheoli
Road, Kalyanpur, suddenly
went missing late on Friday
evening. 

After leaving a letter
demanding ransom of � 15
lakh, the kidnapper escaped
with the boy. 

Around 11 pm, the kid-
napper, along with the boy,
reached to his friend Aniket
Soni’s house in Mandhana
(Bithoor) and asked him to
leave them up to Mandhana
crossing on his bike. 

Meter Reader Aniket and
his family members suspected
some wrong who immediately
asked about the child from his
friend Shailendra, the kidnap-
per. 

Shailendra said the boy to
be his nephew (son of his sis-
ter) and suddenly went out of
Aniket’s house. 

Aniket with the help of
neighbours caught hold of
Shailendra along with the boy
near a Paper Factory. Aniket’s
brother Abhishek Soni
informed the police when PRV
411 reached the spot and
quizzed Shailendra about the
child. 

On being grilled,
Shailendra confessed about the
kidnapping of boy. Cops imme-
diately recovered the boy from
his possession and took him to
the police station for further
action against him.  
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The DIG Police, Pritinder
Singh while addressing a

meeting with various religious
and trade bodies that in view
of the festival period the mar-
kets need to strictly follow the
COVID-19 protocol. He said
during Dussehra and then
Diwali shopping all will witness
massive rush in shops and on
roads thus those violating
norms will face strict legal
action. He advised them to
ensure that social distancing
and wearing of face mask and
use of hand sanitisers was
strictly followed.

He said it was the duty of
the shopowners  to ensure
there was no overcrowding in
shops and social distancing
was maintained. He said it had
been decided in principle that

if there was crowd in shops
heavy fine will be imposed on
the shopowner. He said ther-
mal screening and washing
hands with sanitiser was
mandatory prior to entering
the shop.

He said it had been decid-
ed in principle that in case there
was an increase in number of
people at religious gatherings at
one point of time then FIRs will
be filed against the organisers
and legal action will be taken.
He said the police had been
asked to ensure strict action
and fine on people who do not
wear face mask when on roads.
He said strict monitoring will
be carried out on the roads and
markets to ensure that there
was no rush. 

He advised people to
come out of homes if it was
essential. He said school will

have to ensure that the students
followed the COVID-19 pro-
tocol.

WOMAN DUPED :  A
woman was duped of ��42,000
by cyber crooks on pretext of
providing her a job under the
Chakeri police station. The
victim has lodged complaint
with the police which have
started investigations.
Madhumati of Kailash Nagar,
Jajmau, had her account in
Jajmau branch of UCO Bank.
In her complaint, Madhumati
said on August 24, she had
received a call on her mobile
phone when the caller asked
her to deposit �� 10 online
towards fee for providing her a
job in the bank. She immedi-
ately transferred �� 10 on the
link sent by him. Thereafter, �
42,000 were withdrawn in three
installments from her bank

account. On receipt of message
about the withdrawal of �
42,000 on her mobile phone,
she suspected to have been
duped. She lodged her com-
plaint with the police and the
bank. Station Head Officer
Ravi Srivastava said with the
help of cyber cell, investigations
were on in the matter. 

ROAD MISHAP: Two
friends of Kanpur were killed
after they fell into a 30 ft. deep
ditch along with their bike
from a culvert on Kanpur-
Lucknow highway under
Gangaghat Kotwali police sta-
tion in Unnao on early hours
of Saturday. The incident took
place when they were return-
ing to Kanpur from Rae Bareli.
On the basis of Aadhaar cards
recovered from their posses-
sion, police informed the kin of
the deceased. 
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China’s aggressive moves in
theatres across the world,

including the South China Sea
and the ongoing stand-off at
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC)in Ladakh, will figure
prominently during the 2+2
dialogue here next week.

Given the growing profile
of the 2+2 grouping and seri-
ousness of the situation at the
LAC, the foreign and defence
ministers of the two countries
will hold intense talks during
the two-day conference begin-
ning Monday. 

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar will have
extensive discussions on the
entire range of strategic and
defence ties with their coun-
terparts Mark Esper and Mike
Pompeo. 

The visiting ministers will
also call on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and National
Security Advisor(NSA)Ajit
Doval. Incidentally, the dia-
logue takes place days before
Presidential elections in the US
in early November. This will be
the third edition of the annu-
al dialogue. The last one was
held in the US.

While the two sides will
review the whole range of bilat-
eral ties, the ministers will also
discuss the growing aggressive
stance and expansionist behav-
iour of China on the LAC and
the South China Sea. 

Beijing is also against the
Quad formation and not in
favour of Australian Navy join-
ing the Malabar series of exer-
cise.  India, last week, howev-
er, brushed aside China’s objec-
tion and invited Australia to
take part in the annual exercise
in late November in the Bay of
Bengal and the Arabian Sea. In
all four countries including
India, US, Japan and Australia
will take part in the exercise.

The two countries are like-
ly to ink the Basic Exchange
and Cooperation
Agreement(BECA). It will facil-
itate sharing of classified satel-
lite and sensor data. Officials
from both the sides are now
fine tuning the final format of
the proposed pact.

Meanwhile, a senior
Trump administration official
said in Washington on Friday
the US is closely monitoring
the border row between India

and China and does not want
the situation to escalate.

The official told the
reporters during a conference
call on Friday, ahead of the next
week’s 2+2 India-US
Ministerial in New Delhi, that
the Trump administration was
providing support to India
through defence sales, joint
military exercises and infor-
mation sharing.

“We as a Government are
covering the situation in the
Himalayas closely, and under-
standably. We certainly want
to ensure that the situation
doesn’t escalate,” the official
said.  “These are all areas
where we cooperate with the
Indians on, and not just as it
relates to the tensions in the
Himalayas,” the official said.

In response to a question,
the official, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity, said
the US was having an ongoing
dialogue with India about
increased cooperation in
Southeast Asia, and not sim-
ply about the South China Sea.

“And we encourage their
involvement. That cuts across
development investments, it

cuts across security coopera-
tion, and then it also involves
presence. So, we welcome
greater Indian participation in
Southeast Asia across all three
of those areas,” said the official.

The senior off icial’s
remarks came in the midst of
a growing global concern over
China’s expansionist behav-

iour.  The evolving situation in
the Indo-Pacific region in the
wake of China’s increasing
military muscle-flexing has
become a major talking point
among leading global powers.
The US has been favouring
making Quad a security archi-
tecture to check China’s grow-
ing assertiveness.

China is engaged in hotly
contested territorial disputes in
the South and East China
Seas. Beijing has also made
substantial progress in mili-
tarising its man-made islands
in the past few years.

Beijing claims sovereign-
ty over all of the South China
Sea. But Vietnam, Malaysia,

the Philippines, Brunei and
Taiwan have counterclaims.
In the East China Sea, China
has territorial disputes with
Japan.

The South China Sea and
the East China Sea are stated
to be rich in minerals, oil, and
other natural resources. They
are also vital to global trade.

Although the US lays no
claims to the disputed waters,
it has challenged China’s
growing territorial claims in
the South China Sea by
deploying warships and fight-
er jets to assert freedom of
navigation and overflight
patrols in the strategically
vital region.

�&���<�	��������'�	'�	1��=	�'��&	�&���	���	�'	������	��	0-0	���(�
��*������;�)��&�
!���"��)"��*����
��,�$�����$+�
�3���"�+�
,�"�'""���"���
"�)$��&���
,�*��������"

����� "/2�(/345

Junior Home Minister G
Kishan Reddy on Saturday

said the ITBP has broken the
myth that some countries have
powerful armies, in an oblique
reference to China that is at the
core of the ongoing standoff in
eastern Ladakh.

The Minister of State for
Home was addressing the
troops of the mountain war-
fare-trained border force on its
59th Raising Day at the para-
military’s facility in neigh-
bouring Greater Noida.

Without taking names, the
minister said while India
believes in the philosophy of
“vasudhaiva kutumbakam” or
the world is one family, the cul-
ture of the country teaches it to
worship both “shastra and
astra” (sacred scriptures and
weapons at the same time).

“This has taught us that
the enemy can raise its head
anytime, anywhere and we
should be fully prepared to face
any possibility. The ITBP is an
important pillar of that pre-
paredness of the country,”

Reddy asserted.
“The armies of some coun-

tries had a myth that they were
among the powerful armies of
the world, but during the
developments in the past few
months, the ITBP has broken
that myth,” he added.

The country and its citi-
zens are proud of the ITBP’s

valour and dedication, he said.
The ITBP is the designat-

ed force to secure the 3,488-km
Line of Actual Control (LAC)
on the Indo-China frontier
that runs from Ladakh to
Arunachal Pradesh in the
Northeast.

Earlier, the ITBP had said
it “fought the whole night” and

gave a befitting reply to the
Chinese PLA troops during a
violent clash between the two
sides on June 15-16.

“India is surrounded by a
hostile neighbourhood and
our enemy, time and again,
puts obstacles to stop our eco-
nomic development. When
you defeat these designs of the

enemy, you ensure the coun-
try’s economic development,”
he further said.

The minister asserted that
the government is “deter-
mined” to strengthen and
“modernise” the Force and
announced certain sanctions
given to it recently.

“I am happy to inform that
the ITBP has been given the
approval by the Ministry of
Home Affairs to establish 47
border posts, uniform special
clothing and mountaineering
equipment for high-altitude
locations, latest weapons are
being provided and work is on
to prepare priority border
roads for the Force,” he said.

The minister said the
Centre had approved a budget
of Rs 7,223 crore for the Force
for financial year 2019-20.

“I assure you that there will
be no dearth of funds for the
ITBP,” he added.

ITBP Director General
(DG) SS Deswal also spoke at
the event and lauded the brav-
ery displayed by the troops
recently in Ladakh under “very
challenging circumstances”.
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Facing criticism over the
Hathras rape and murder

case, the BJP on Saturday
returned fire by attacking the
Congress and its leadership
for its silence over the rape and
murder of a 6-year-old child of
a Dalit migrant labourer from
Bihar at Hoshiarpur in Punjab.

Union Finance Minister
and senior BJP leader Nirmala
Sitharaman on Saturday hit
out at Congress’s “double-stan-
dards” and the “silence” of the
“brother-sister (Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka Gandhi)” on the
incident in their party-ruled
State and asked why there was
“no picnic on this”.

She also sought to know
why RJD’s “Yadav-brothers
(Tejashwi and Tej Pratap)” in
the poll-bound Bihar were
“chup” on the issue. Sitharaman
herself went on to explain the
“silence” of the Yadav brothers
as she quoted media reports in
2008 saying the duo was them-
selves accused of “chhed-
chhad” (molestation) in New
Delhi.

The BJP leader condemned
the Congress for suppressing
“freedom of expression” by its
Maharashtra government and
imposing emergency-like situ-
ations and asked the  left  and

the extreme-left of “tukde-
tukde-gang” to comment  as to
who was restricting the media
in the  country.

Addressing a press con-
ference here in the BJP head-
quarters, the Union Finance
Minister alleged that the
Congress is silent when it is
about voicing horrors from
States ruled by them.

“A 6-year-old child of a
Dalit migrant labourer from
Bihar is raped, killed and
body half-burnt in
Hoshiarpur (Punjab) and it
doesn’t shake the conscience
of the brother and sister who
rush to every other place
which can help them politi-
cally,” she said.

She further attacked the
Congress leadership say-
ing,”Not a word from the
tweet-friendly leader Shri
Rahul Gandhi. No tweets on
this (Hoshiarpur rape inci-
dent), no outrage on this, and
no picnic on this. A woman
(Sonia Gandhi) heads the
party. Does this kind of selec-
tive outrage suit the stature of
their party?’

She questioned why RJD
leader Tejashwi and his broth-
er were silent on the issue
when their alliance partner
Congress was running the
state of Punjab.

“Are you not answerable
to that family in Punjab,” she
asked the Yadavs, sons of  for-
mer Bihar Chief Minister Lalu
Prasad, currently in Jail .

Union Information and
Broadcasting Minister
Prakash Javadekar also
attacked the Congress saying,
“We demand strict action
against the culprits. 

Instead of going on polit-
ical tours, Rahul Gandhi
should visit Tanda (Punjab)
and Rajasthan to take cogni-
sance of incidents of crime
against women.”

In the same vein, he too
targeted RJD leader Tejashawi
and said: “Tejashwi Yadav is
sharing the stage and cam-
paigning with the people who
are committing atrocities on
Bihar’s daughter. How will it
go?”

Sitharaman condemned
the Congress and the  RJD
while herself maintaining that
rape “should not be politi-
cised” and all political parties
should do their best to miti-
gate the  situation.

When asked about the
promise to provide Covid-19
vaccines free in Bihar, she jus-
tified her party’s manifesto
and said health is a state sub-
ject and the party has every
right to make such a statement
in the manifesto.

Answering a question on
cases filed by Maharashtra
Government, the finance min-
ister said freedom is in danger
wherever Congress is in gov-
ernance. She said the Prime
Minister and Home Minister
were abused  regularly but no
action was taken against them
(by us) but now the  liberal
diaspora has refused to speak
on what is happening in
Maharashtra, she said.
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India’s COVID-19 tally
climbed to 78.14 lakh with

53,370 fresh cases in a day,
while 70,16,046 people have so
far recuperated pushing the
national recovery rate to 89.78
per cent on Saturday, the Union
health ministry said. 

The total number of coro-
navirus cases mounted to
78,14,682 and the death toll to
1,17,956, with the novel coron-
avirus virus claiming 650 lives in
a span of 24 hours in the coun-
try, the ministry data updated at
8 am on Saturday showed.

The COVID-19 case fatali-
ty rate has further declined to

1.51 per cent.
There are 6,80,680 active

cases of coronavirus infection in
the country which comprises
8.71 per cent of the total case-
load, the ministry data said. 

According to ICMR, a
cumulative total of 10,13,82,564
samples have been tested up to
October 23, with 12,69,479 sam-
ples tested on Friday. 
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As the world marks the
World Polio Day on

Saturday, the World Health
Organization (WHO) and
UNICEF are urging nations to
stay vigilant in the fight against
poliomyelitis (polio) and bol-
ster vaccination services amid
the Covid-19 pandemic.

India was declared polio-
free (wild polio virus) in March
2014. This was a huge accom-
plishment as India was con-
sidered one of the most chal-
lenging countries. Though
polio still exists in neighbour-
ing underdeveloped nations
like Pakistan and Afghanistan,
the instances have decreased by
over 99% in comparison with
the 1980s,

Polio is a crippling and
sometimes fatal disease with
no cure. However, there are
safe and effective vaccines and
infection of polio can be pre-

vented through immunization.
Eradication of polio is based on
preventing infection by immu-
nizing every child until trans-
mission stops and the country,
region, and world is polio-free.
Thanks to these vaccination
efforts, cases of polio have
been reduced by about 99%
over the past decade.

However, since March
2020, the pandemic has dis-
rupted life-saving immunisa-
tion endeavours around the

world, putting millions of chil-
dren at risk of diseases like
polio, diphtheria, and measles.

The disruption of such
routine immunisation services
may be unprecedented since
the inception of the expanded
programme on immunisation
(EPI) in the 1970s, in both gov-
ernment and private sectors.

In order to successfully
eradicate polio, experts said
that parents should get their
child immunised with OPV

and IPV and also continue to
get the vaccine administered
during government polio dri-
ves. Both vaccines are very safe
and their use should be con-
tinued. The government
should have campaigns to
strengthen the immunisation
drive.

The World Health
Organization and UNICEF in
July 2020 had warned of an
alarming decline in the num-
ber of children receiving life-
saving vaccines around the
world  due to disruptions in the
delivery and uptake of immu-
nization services caused by
the COVID-19 pandemic.

According to new data by
the two UN bodies,  these dis-
ruptions threaten to reverse
hard-won progress to reach
more children and adolescents
with a wider range of vaccines,
which has already been ham-
pered by a decade of stalling
coverage.
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The Centre on Saturday set
up a high-level committee

headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to commemo-
rate the 400th birth anniversary
of Shri Guru Tegh Bahadur.

The mandate of the 70-
member committee includes
approval of policies, plans, pro-
grammes and supervision and
guiding the commemoration,
besides deciding broad dates for
detailed programmes of cele-
bration.

The members of the com-
mittee include former prime
minister Manmohan Singh,
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla,
Union ministers Rajnath Singh,
Amit Shah, Nitin Gadkari,
Nirmala Sitharaman, Hardeep

Singh Puri, Punjab Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh,
chief ministers of Haryana,
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, West
Bengal, Tamil Nadu,
Maharashtra, Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh, Odisha and
Rajasthan.

Other members include
Congress leader Ghulam Nabi
Azad, Akali Dal leaders Parkash
Singh Badal, Sukhbir Singh
Badal, SGPC president Gobind
Singh Longowal, former chief of
Indian Army J J Singh, former
chief of Indian Air Force
Birender Singh Dhanoa, and
sportspersons Milkha Singh
and Harbhajan Singh.

Union Home Secretary
Ajay Kumar Bhalla will be the
member secretary of the high-
level committee.
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About 31 per cent sur-
veyed adolescents battled

extreme anxiety in the past
few months worrying about
the impact of coronavirus
pandemic on their family’s
financial status, according to
a survey of over 7,300 ado-
lescents from four states of
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh,
Bihar and Odisha

The survey on ‘What do
the Adolescents have to say?
COVID-19 and its Impact’ by
NGO Centre for Catalysing
Change was conducted in
two rounds in the months of
April, July and August.

Out of the 7,324 adoles-
cents surveyed, 31 per cent
admitted to battling extreme
anxiety worrying about the
pandemic’s impact on their
family’s financial status. 

The survey also found
that adolescent girls faced
significant gender discrimi-
nation in these months due to
the pandemic.

“Only 12 per cent of sur-
veyed adolescent girls had
access to their own mobile
phones to be able to attend
online classes, while 35 per
cent boys had access to their

own mobile phones,” the sur-
vey found. 

“Further, 51 per cent of
the adolescent girls surveyed
lacked access to essential
textbooks in comparison to
boys, highlighting how the
pandemic had jeopardized
girls’ access to education,” it
said. 

About 39 per cent of the
girls were found to be con-
tributing to housework as
opposed to the number of
boys at 35 per cent, it said.

Under the survey, the
adolescent girls also stated
how their mobility has been
curbed, with only 39 per cent
girls saying they were allowed
to go out alone in comparison
to 62 per cent boys of the
same age who were allowed
to go out alone. 

“At the same time, only 36
per cent adolescents knew the
correct helpline numbers,
while awareness about the use
of the helplines was even
lower. Only 18 per cent was
aware that the helplines could
be used in reporting domes-
tic violence and only 22-23
per cent knew that it could be
used in reporting child labour
and child trafficking cases,” it
added.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday said his

Government is taking initia-
tives to strengthen the agricul-
ture sector in the country so
that farmers do not have to face
any trouble.

His statement comes amid
opposition to the new farm
laws by farmers’ groups and
political parties.

Modi was speaking after
inaugurating three projects in
Gujarat- one each related to
agriculture, healthcare and
tourism development- via
video conference from New
Delhi.

“In order to double the
farmers’ income and to reduce
the production cost and their
troubles, we will have to
increase our efforts with the
changing times,” he said.

“Whether granting free-
dom to farmers to sell their
produce anywhere in the coun-
try or creating thousands of

farmer producer organisations,
whether completing stalled
irrigation projects or improv-
ing crop insurance scheme or
100 per cent neem-coating of
urea or soil health card...The
aim is to strengthen the agri-
culture sector so that farmers
do not have trouble in farming.
Initiatives like these are being
taken continuously for it,” he
said.

He launched the state gov-
ernment’s Kisan Suryoday
Yojana (KSY) aimed at pro-
viding day-time electricity to
the farmers in the state for irri-
gation and farming purposes.

The PM also inaugurated
Paediatric Heart Hospital at the
U N Mehta Institute of
Cardiology and Research
Centre in Ahmedabad, devel-
oped at a cost of Rs 470 crore
by the state’s health and fami-
ly welfare department.

Besides, he launched the
recently-completed ropeway
project on Mount Girnar, a
major tourist and pilgrim site
near Junagadh city in the state.

The 2.3-km long ropeway is
being touted as the longest
temple ropeway in Asia.

Modi held the opposition
responsible for the delay in
completion of the Girnar rope-
way project.

The project was proposed
in 1983, and was delayed due
to various reasons, most impor-
tantly due to the environmen-
tal concerns, before the UPA
government granted it condi-
tional approval in 2011.

“Had they not created hur-
dles in the Girnar ropeway pro-
ject, it would not have got
stalled for so many years.
People and tourists should
have got its benefit a long
back,” he said.

“As a nation, we all should
think of the loss caused to the
people and the country when
such projects (Girnar rope-
way) of public importance are
stalled for a long time,” he said,
adding that the new project will
facilitate the pilgrims and
tourists, and create job oppor-
tunities.
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Alert troops of the Indian Army
shot down a Pakistan Army

quadcopter along Line of Control
(LoC) in Keran sector of Jammu &
Kashmir's Kupwara district on
Saturday. 

In the evening, Pakistan initi-
ated  'unprovoked' ceasefire viola-
tion by firing with small arms and
shelling mortars along the line of
control in Degwar sector of Poonch
district.  In response, the Indian
army retaliated effectively. 

It is after a gap of almost one
month the Pakistani troops have
managed to steer a quadcopter
along the line of control for recon-
naissance of the forward posts. 

In the past, Pakistani troops
had attempted to smuggle arms and
ammunition consignment and nar-
cotics using drones in the region.
Around half a dozen attempts have
been reported across Jammu region

in the recent months.   Confirming
the report, Twitter handle of a
Srinagar based Chinar Corps tweet-
ed, “A quadcopter (DJI Mavic 2 Pro
model) has been shot down today
morning by the Indian Army in
Keran Sector, Kupwara district
along the Line of Control”.

Official sources revealed the
quadcopter was on a  reconnais-
sance mission inside the Indian ter-
ritory when it was shot down
around 8.00 a.m in the Keran sec-
tor. 

Indian army is already main-
taining a tight vigil in the forward
areas to prevent any action by the
Border Action Team of the Pakistan
army.  Official sources said, 
“Efforts are also being made to infil-
trate small batches of trained ter-
rorists before the mountain 
passes are blocked due to seasonal
snowfall in the higher reaches of
North Kashmir in Kupwara dis-
trict”. 
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Arag-tag coalition of six
Kashmir based regional polit-

ical parties 'unanimously' elected
Farooq Abdullah, who is also a sit-
ting member of Parliament from
Srinagar, as president of the
Peoples' Alliance for Gupkar
Declaration while Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP) Chief
Mehbooba Mufti was elected as its
vice president on Saturday.

In addition to this, the Peoples
Conference Chairman, Sajjad
Lone was named as spokesman of
the alliance while CPI(M) leader
MY Tarigami was elected as its
Convenor and another JKNC MP
Justice(Retd) Hasnain Masoodi
was elected as its coordinator. The
Kashmiri leaders, gathered at the
residence of PDP Chief Mehbooba
Mufti, also adopted the flag of the

erstwhile state of Jammu and
Kashmir as its party symbol.

All the participants who
attended the meeting also reit-
erated their resolve to carry for-
ward their struggle to ensure
restoration of Article 370 in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Announcing the decision soon
after the maiden meeting ended,
Sajjad Lone told waiting media
persons, “the flag of erstwhile
J&K will be the symbol of the
alliance and on November 17,
there will be a convention in
Srinagar followed by another meet-
ing in Jammu within two weeks”.

“A document will be prepared
within a month via which we'll
present facts behind the lies that
are being propagated.An impres-
sion is being given that all the cor-
ruption had happened in Jammu
and Kashmir only,” Lone said. It'll

be a tribute to people of J&K who
are being slandered,” he said.  

Addressing the media, Dr
Farooq Abdullah said, “It's not an
anti-national Jamat, our aim is to
ensure that the rights of people of
J&K and Ladakh are restored.”

He further said that attempts
of dividing them in the name of
religion will fail and said that “It's
not a religious fight.”

The National Conference
president also said that they will
issue a white paper or document
within one month to counter the
propaganda of the BJP.

Earlier, Farooq met Jammu
based leaders of the NC at his res-
idence in Srinagar and deliberat-
ed on the prevailing political
scenario. Later, he also paid a visit
to the Durganag temple in
DalGate area on the occasion of
Mahanavmi.
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For the first time in modern
times, an organization has

come forward in Kerala exhort-
ing all Indians who hold US cit-
izenship to vote for Donald
Trump in the November 3
presidential election.

Though presidential elec-
tions in the US always evoke
interest in Kerala society, the
discussions were confined to
tea shops in village squares and
in the studios of satellite TV
news channels, for which there
are no dearth in the State.

Christian Association and
Alliance for Social Action
(CASA), an umbrella organi-

zation incorporating var-
ious sects of the Church
has set up a giant bill-
board at the busy Jose
Junction in Ernakulam’s
MG Road exhorting all
persons of Indian origin
in the US to vote for
Donald Trump and his
deputy Mike Pence.

In a release to the
media, Jenson, the
spokesperson of CASA,
said that for the contin-
uation of world peace, it
was imperative that
Trump and Pence win
the 2020 election. “While
he declared his opposi-
tion to war of any kind,

he remained steadfast in his
uncompromising stance against
terrorism. Globally, President
Trump set up new initiatives by
holding peace talks with North
Korean Supreme Leader Kim
Jong un and paving the way for
the signing of the Arab-Israel
peace treaty,” said Jenson in the
release.

He also welcomed Trump’s
support for pro-life movements
and his strong stance against
abortion. “The last four years
of Trump administration saw
the US returning to the origi-
nal Christian values. He was
friendly with India. All US
based Indians with voting
rights should vote for Trump

and Pence in this election so
that the Christian values could
be saved and ensure that India
has a friend in the White
House,” said Jensen.

Roshni Rose, a law student
said that she was surprised by
the campaign undertaken by
the CASA.  

Jaison Mazhuvancherry, a
Catholic activist based in
Perumbavoor said this was the
first initiative of its kind in
Kerala. “There are many fam-
ilies in the Christian commu-
nity having links with people in
the US. We hope this message
would reach US through this
relations and yield good result,”
said Jaison. 
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Amaravati:Andhra Pradesh
State Road Transport
Corporation (APSRTC) has
arranged special buses at all
check-posts between the state
and Telangana to facilitate the
homeward journey of people
into the interiors of the state for
Dasara festival.

Transport Minister Perni
Venkatramaiah said these spe-
cial buses have been arranged
to facilitate the travel of people
originating from Andhra
Pradesh.

The deadlock between
both the Telugu states' road
transport corporations has
become an impediment to the
travel plans of hundreds of peo-
ple rushing home for Dasara

festival, leaving them high and
dry with no direct buses.

Passengers are disembark-
ing at the border of both the
states to take another bus to
reach their destinations in the
neighbouring state.

At some places, people are
paying Rs 30 autorickshaw fare
just for half a kilometre ride to
catch an APSRTC bus at a near-
by bus station to reach home.

Dasara, Diwali and
Sankranti festivals are the time
when thousands of AP people
living and working in
Hyderabad return home for
celebrations, generating a rush
at all modes of transportation.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Venkatramaiah justified the

state government's decision to
hike traffic violations' penalties.

“It was unfortunate that
Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
leaders and a section of the
media were crying hoarse
against the move. The Centre
had amended 31 sections of the
Motor Vehicles Act which gives
some discretionary powers to
the state, which includes penal-
ties,” he pointed out.

Questioning those people
criticizing the penalties, the
minister asked if the govern-
ment will ever penalize those
following the rules, adding
that a section of the media was
unnecessarily creating an issue
out of it and writing against the
government. IANS
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With 577 new Covid-19
cases on Saturday, the

total tally in Jammu and
Kashmir crossed 91,000 mark.

A statement issued by the
information and public rela-
tions department said that with
577 people tested positive on
Saturday, the total number of
Covid-19 cases jumped to
91,329 of which 82,219 have
recovered completely.

Out of 577 new cases, 213
were reported from Jammu
division and 364 from Kashmir
division.

733 patients were dis-
charged from different hospi-
tals on Saturday after recovery.

Amaravati: To protect farmers from
middlemen, the Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment has enabled them to register
their agricultural produce in advance to
sell it at procurement centres, so that the
support price can be credited directly
into the farmers' accounts.

Some 75,805 farmers have already
registered their crops on the
Comprehensive Monitoring of
Agriculture Prices and Procurement
(CMAPP) portal for this kharif season.

Six crops such as maize, bajra, ragi,
korra, cotton and onion have been reg-
istered for crop procurement through
Marketing Federation Limited (MARK-
FED).

“Due to heavy rains and floods,
farmers are concentrating on safe-
guarding their crops, considering which
the government extended registration
date till October 26,” said a senior
Agriculture Marketing department offi-
cial.

The government expects more reg-
istrations from farmers by the end of the
registration date, he added.

He said, “To enable farmers to sell
their agriculture produce at their village
level, Agricultural Marketing depart-
ment is taking measures to set up more
number of procurement centres across
the state.”

According to him, for the first time
in Andhra Pradesh, 8,256 procure-
ment centres have been set up in link-
age with Rythu Bharosa Kendras (RBKs)
across the state to procure crops in the
current kharif season.

Farmers are required to register
their details at RBKs before selling their
produce at the procurement centres.

Once the registration is done, farm-
ers' details will be fed into the procure-
ment centre's online database, following
which farmers will directly start receiv-
ing information on their mobile
phones. IANS
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The Opposition BJP suf-
fered a jolt on Saturday, as

its supporting Independent
MLA Geeta Jain joined the rul-
ing Shiv Sena.

Fifty-six-year-old Geeta,
who had been elected to the
Maharashtra Assembly from
Mira-Bhayander constituency
of Thane district, called on
chief minister Uddhav
Thackeray at the latter’s private
residence “Matoshri” and
joined the Shiv Sena in the
presence of Uddhav, who is also
Sena’s President.

Apart from Uddhav, party
leader and Tourism Minister
Aditya Thackeray was also pre-
sent on the occasion.  

During her visit to
“Matoshri”, Geeta had been

accompanied by Thane district
guardian minister Eknath
Shinde and MLA Pratap
Sarnaik.

A BJP rebel, Geeta had
won from the Mira Bhayander
constituency in October last
year by trouncing the BJP's

Narendra Mehta. After her
victory, Geeta had announced
her support to the BJP.

An influential leader from

the business community,  Geeta
is a popular leader in her con-
stituency. Geeta’s entry to the
Shiv Sena came a day after a
former senior BJP leader and
minister Eknath Khadse joined
another ruling MVA con-
stituent in the State—NCP.     

Informed sources said that
Geeta had  been in touch with
the Shiv Sena leadership for the
past several months and had
expressed her desire to join the
Sena. 

Geeta is the second MLA
to have joined the Shiv Sena in
the recent months. Earlier,
Krantikari Shetkari Paksh's
MLA and State Water
Conservation Minister
Shankarrao Gadakh, who had
won from the Nevasa assembly
constituency, had joined the
Shiv Sena.
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In a clear pointer to the flat-
tening Covid-19 curve the

infections dropped to 6,417
while the deaths came down to
as low as 137 in Maharashtra
on Saturday.

A day after Maharashtra on
Friday logged 7347 new infect-
ed cases and 184 deaths in var-
ious parts of the state, the state
health authorities heaved a
sigh of relief as the infections
and deaths dropped further in
the state.

With 6,417 fresh infec-
tions, the total infected cases
jumped from 16,32,544 to
16,38,961. Similarly, with 137
deaths, the total number of
deaths mounted from 43,015 to
43,152.

As 10,004 more people
were discharged from various
hospitals in the state, the num-
ber of people discharged from
various hospitals after full
recovery since the second week
of March this year went up to
14,55,107.

The recovery rate in the
state rose from 88.52 per cent
to 88.78 per cent.

Of the total 137 new deaths
reported on Saturday, Mumbai
accounted for a maximum of
50 deaths, while there were 14
deaths in Pune and 10 deaths
in Thane.

In the lower range, there
were 8 deaths each in Solapur
and Nagpur, 5 in Jalgaon, 4
each in Sangli and Yavatmal, 3
each in Ahmednagar, Latur,

Beed, Nanded, Wardha and
Chandrapur, 2 each in Raigad,
Satara, Kolhapur, Sindhudurg,
Jalna and Osmanabad and one
death each in Palghar, Ratnagiri
and Washim. 

In addition, one person
from outside the state died in
Maharashtra.

With 50 deaths, the Covid-
19 toll in Mumbai shot up from
10,009 to 10,059, while the
infected cases rose by 1,257 to
trigger a jump in the 
infections from 248,802 to
250,059.

Meanwhile, the mortality
rate in the state stood at 2.63
per cent. The number of “active
cases” in the state dropped
from 1.43,922 to 1,40,194.

Pune district, which con-
tinued to be the worst-affected
city-district in Maharashtra,
saw the total number of cases
increase from 3,28,397 to
3,29,205, while the total num-
ber of deaths in Pune increased
from 6581 to 6595.

Thane district remained
in the third spot --after Pune
and Mumbai – after the total
number of infections from
2,16,596 to 2,18,352, while the
pandemic toll rose  from 5258
to 5,268.

Out of 85,48,036 samples
sent to laboratories, 16,38,961
have tested positive (19.17 per
cent) for COVID-19 until
Saturday.

Currently, 25,03,510 people
are in home quarantine while
14,170 people are in institu-
tional quarantine.
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Shillong: After inter-state bor-
der disputes between Assam,
Mizoram and Tripura, various
political parties including the
BJP in Meghalaya have urged
the Centre to resolve its bor-
der issues with Assam, party
sources said on Saturday.

Assam-Meghalaya shares
885 km inter-state border.
With two legislators, Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), an ally of
the Meghalaya's National
People's Party (NPP) led coali-
tion government, has urged
the Central government to
resolve the long pending inter-
state border disputes with
Assam.

BJP MLA Sanbor Shullai
in a letter to Union Home
Minister Amit Shah demand-
ed Central government's inter-
vention in resolving the long
pending border disputes with

Assam. Shullai in his letter said
that the Centre's earlier deci-
sion to resolve border disputes
among the northeastern states
by 2021 is a perfect step but
Assam-Meghalaya border dis-
putes must be solved at the
earliest. "There are many
patches between Assam and
Meghalaya where border dis-
putes are very often causing
clashes, tension and hostility
among the people living in
both sides of the border," the
BJP MLA said adding that
people in the "disputed areas"
are facing hardships.

"In some occasions the
Assam-Meghalaya border dis-
putes spills over into the other
parts of the state affecting
lives of other people and dis-
rupt the ethnic harmony," the
BJP lawmaker said.

There are at least 12 dis-

puted patches along the Assam
and Meghalaya borders and
both states had earlier infor-
mally decided that one state
cannot carry out develop-
mental activities in these areas
without informing the other.

Chief Ministers and Chief
Secretaries of Assam and
Meghalaya have held a series
of meetings but the issues
remained unresolved.

Besides Shullai, other BJP
MLA is Alexander Laloo Hek,
who is Health Minister of
Meghalaya, where the saffron
party is supporting the
Meghalaya Democratic
Alliance government led by
Chief Minister Conrad K
Sangma, who is also the
President of NPP.

The Regional Democratic
Alliance (RDA) and Hill State
People's Democratic Party

(HSPDP) have recently meet
Sangma and suggested the
urgent need for Meghalaya
and Assam to resolve the bor-
der issues between the two
states, which has been a major
bone of contention among the
northeastern states.

The RDA and HSPDP
leaders told the media in
Shillong separately that the
Centre should not remain
silent on the vital issue. Assam
shares 2,616 km inter-state
borders with six northeastern
states excluding Sikkim and
with every state there are bor-
der disputes.

Meanwhile, after a series
of meetings and following the
interventions of the Centre,
the fortnight long Assam-
Mizoram border troubles ear-
lier this week have been tamed
as the border hitch took an

ugly turn with around 20
shops and houses being burnt
and over 50 people injured in
the attacks and counter attacks
by the people living along the
border on October 17.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah also spoke to
Assam Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal and
Mizoram CM Zoramthanga
several times to defuse the cri-
sis while Union Home
Ministry's Joint Secretary
(North East),  Satyendra
Kumar Garg took part in the
meetings held in Assam and
Mizoram.

Border tussle between
Mizoram and Tripura also
witness during the past two
weeks forcing the two states to
deploy additional forces along
the borders and promulgated
prohibitory orders. IANS
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New Delhi:The Delhi Police
has busted an IPL betting
racket in Greater Kailash-1
here and arrested two per-
sons.

The accused, identified
as Mohit Verma and Deepak
Verma, used the ZOOM app
on a LED TV, wherein the live
rate of betting on the match
that the other players were
offering was being shown on
the top right corner of the TV.

During the interrogation,
the accused revealed they
also used betting assistance
WMC application on the lap-

top.
A raid was conducted on

the intervening night of
Thursday and Friday and two
people were arrested for being
involved in betting during
the match between Rajasthan
Royals  and Sunrisers
Hyderabad. A laptop, LED
TV, router and six mobile
phones were seized from the
place, the police said.

The accused also revealed
that applications were being
run through Internet with
the help of a wireless router.

IANS
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Quad — comprising Japan,
India, Australia and the

United States — is not an
alliance but a grouping of
countries driven by shared
interests and values and inter-
ested in strengthening a rules-
based order in the strategical-
ly-important Indo-Pacific
region, a senior Trump admin-
istration official has said.

The four countries had in
2017 given shape to the long-
pending proposal of setting up
the “Quad” or the Quadrilateral
coalition to counter China’s
aggressive behaviour in the
Indo-Pacific region.

“There’s nothing about the
Quad that it is an alliance. It is
not formalised. There’s no rec-
iprocal obligation among the
countries who are involved. It’s
not an organisation that solic-
its membership,” a senior
administration official said
during a conference call with
reporters ahead of the next
week’s 2+2 Ministerial
Dialogue between India and
the US.

US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo and Defence Secretary
Mark Esper are travelling to
India to hold talks with
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh. The

visiting American officials
would also be meeting Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

To a query, the official
said, the Quad ministerial
meeting that they had in Tokyo
in October just demonstrated
the strong ties among the Indo-
Pacific democracies.

“I would say it’s a grouping
of countries who are interest-
ed in strengthening a rules-
based order in which all
nations are sovereign, strong,
and prosperous. It’s an oppor-
tunity for us to carry out con-
tinued dialogue and to work
towards mutually agreed-upon
outcomes.

“It’s a grouping of countries

that’s driven by shared interests
and values rather than binding
obligations. That’s an example
of effective multilateralism at its
best,” the official said, request-
ing anonymity.

As the US, Japan, Australia,
and India are getting together
to cooperate on one issue or
another, if there are other
countries that want to partici-
pate in those discussions or
those activities, the door is
always open, the official said.

The cooperation of the US
and India on the Quad along
with Australia and Japan real-
ly reflect a convergence of
common values and interests in
the region, the official said.

“We’re the two largest
democracies in the Indo-Pacific
region, and we have shared val-
ues and interests with all four
countries. It’s not an exclusive
grouping by any means. All
four countries are interested
and eager in welcoming other
countries to the table for indi-
vidual elements of cooperation
that we do, some of them
under the Quad framework but
not all of them. That’s for
sure,” the official said.

“It is something that’s flex-
ible and reflects our common
values and interests, and I
think is really for the long
term,” the official said.

In November 2017, India,

Japan, the US and Australia
gave shape to the long-pending
proposal of setting up the
“Quad” to develop a new strat-
egy to keep the critical sea
routes in the Indo-Pacific free
of any influence.

In the midst of growing
global concern over China’s
expansionist behaviour, the
foreign ministers of the Quad
member nations met in Tokyo
on October 6 and reaffirmed
their collective vision for a
free, open and inclusive Indo-
Pacific.

The foreign minister of
the four countries held their
first meeting under the ‘Quad’
framework in New York in

September 2019.
The evolving situation in

the Indo-Pacific region in the
wake of China’s increasing mil-
itary muscle f lexing has
become a major talking point
among leading global powers.
The US has been favouring
making Quad a security archi-
tecture to check China’s grow-
ing assertiveness.

China is engaged in hotly
contested territorial disputes in
the South and East China Seas.
Beijing has also made sub-
stantial progress in militarising
its man-made islands in the
past few years.

Beijing claims sovereignty
over all of the South China Sea.

But Vietnam, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Brunei and Taiwan
have counterclaims. In the East
China Sea, China has territor-
ial disputes with Japan.

The South China Sea and
the East China Sea are stated to
be rich in minerals, oil and
other natural resources. 
They are also vital to global
trade. Although the US lays no
claims to the disputed waters,
it has challenged China’s grow-
ing territorial claims in the
South China Sea 
by deploying warships and
fighter jets to assert freedom of
navigation and overflight
patrols in the strategically vital
region. 
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Prime Minister K P Sharma
Oli has been criticised by

netizens for deliberately not
using the updated map of
Nepal, showing three Indian
areas as part of its territory, in
his Dussehra greetings, a claim
rejected by his office which said
the revised map was not visi-
ble due to its tiny size.

In June, Nepal’s Parliament
approved the new political
map of the country featuring
Kalapani, Lipulekh and
Limpiyadhura which is part of
Pithoragarh district of
Uttarakhand.

Oli in a Twitter message on
Friday conveyed his best wish-
es to the people of Nepal for
Vijayadashami or Dussehra.

Many people on social
media, including Facebook and
Twitter, commented that the
Prime Minister’s office delib-
erately removed the updated
map after his meeting with
India’s Research and Analysis
Wing (R&AW) chief Samant
Kumar Goel.

“How can we consider
using Nepal’s old map in the
PM’s greeting without 
incorporating Limpiyadhura
as a simple error?” asked main
Opposition Nepali 
Congress spokesperson Bishwa
Prakash Sharma.

Many people in their social
media posts asked why did the
prime minister’s office remove
the government’s coat of arms
from the map which includes
Lipulekh, Kalapani and
Limpiyadhura.

In response to the criti-
cism, Prime Minister’s Press
Advisor Surya Thapa in a state-
ment claimed that the revised
map was used in the prime
minister’s message, but was
not visible due to its tiny size.

“It is natural for the map to
appear in such a manner due to
its tiny size but the same map,
if enlarged, may clearly show
the updated areas,” he claimed.

He also asked the people
not to be misled by such pre-
planned efforts to spread
rumours about the map includ-
ed in the greetings.

“There should not be any
confusion that the map used in
the greetings is the updated
version which was endorsed by
Nepal’s Parliament,” Thapa
said. The Press Advisor in his
press note issued through social
media also included an
enlarged version of the map,
which clearly shows the map
which includes all the three ter-
ritories. The ties between the
two countries came under
strain after Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh inaugurated an
80-km-long strategically crucial
road connecting the Lipulekh
pass with Dharchula in
Uttarakhand on May 8.

Nepal protested the inau-
guration of the road claiming
that it passed through its terri-
tory. Days later, Nepal came out
with the new map showing
Lipulekh, Kalapani and
Limpiyadhura as its territories.

India too had published a
new map in November 2019
showing the areas as its terri-
tories. After Nepal released
the map, India reacted sharply,
calling it a “unilateral act” and

cautioning Kathmandu that
such “artificial enlargement” of
territorial claims will not be
acceptable to it.

In its reaction, after Nepal’s
lower house of parliament
approved the bill, India termed
as untenable the “artificial
enlargement” of territorial
claims by the neighbouring
country. India said Nepal’s
action violates an understand-
ing reached between the two
countries to resolve the bound-
ary issues through talks.

Prime Minister Oli has
been asserting that Lipulekh,
Kalapani and Limpiyadhura
belong to his country and
vowed to “reclaim” them from
India. 
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President Donald Trump has
casted his ballot Saturday

morning in West Palm Beach,
Florida, and he tells reporters
afterward: “I voted for a guy
named Trump.”

West Palm Beach is near
his private Mar-a-Lago club. He
used to vote in New York but
changed his residency to
Florida last year.

There were several hun-
dred supporters gathered with
flags and signs outside the
library where he voted. And
there were chants of “Four
more years.”

The president wore a mask
while voting but he took it off
as he approached reporters
afterward in the building.

He called it “a very secure
vote. Much more secure than
when you send in a ballot, I can
tell you that.”

Democrat Joe Biden hasn’t
voted yet and it likely to do so
in person in Delaware on
Election Day, Nov. 3. Delaware
doesn’t offer early, in-person
voting like Florida.

Trump said at a Florida rally
on Friday that he likes being able
to vote in person. “I’m old fash-

ioned, I guess,” he said. The
President has a busy Saturday,

with rallies scheduled in North
Carolina, Ohio and Wisconsin. 
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Democratic presidential
candidate Joe Biden has

pledged that if elected as pres-
ident in the November 3 elec-
tion, he will ensure free
COVID-19 vaccination for all
Americans, laying out his pan-
demic response plan just days
before the US presidential polls.

In a major policy speech on
the coronavirus in his home
state of Delaware, Biden on
Friday flayed US President
Donald Trump for his policies
to combat the coronavirus pan-
demic that has killed over
220,000 people and has had a
devastating impact on the
country’s economy.

“President Trump said
we’re rounding the corner, it’s
going away, we’re learning to
live with it. They are quotes.
But as I told him last night,
we’re not learning to live with
it. We’re learning to die with it.
This is a dark winter ahead,”
Biden, 77, said.

Already more than 220,000
people in the US have lost their
lives to this virus. Worse yet, a
new study from Columbia
University suggests that any-
where between 130,000 and
210,000 of those deaths were
avoidable, he said.

“Once we have a safe and
effective vaccine, it has to be
free to everyone, whether or
not you’re insured,” the former
vice president said.

He said that if elected, he
would direct the federal gov-
ernment to “bulk-purchase as
many doses as necessary of the
COVID-19 vaccine so we can
provide it free to those who are
uninsured, under-insured or
Medicaid-eligible.” “COVID-19
dwarfs anything we’ve faced in
recent history and it isn’t show-
ing any signs of slowing down.
The virus is surging in almost
every state. We passed 4.8 mil-
lion cases. And when Trump
was asked this week what he’d
do differently to get the pan-

demic response right from the
start his answer was and I
quote, ‘Not much. Not much’,”
he said. Alleging that Trump
does not have a plan to fight the
coronavirus, Biden said the
longer he is the president, the
“more reckless” he gets. “We
don’t have to be held prisoner by
this administration’s failures.
We can choose a different path.
We can do what Americans
have always done: come togeth-
er and meet the challenge with
grit, compassion, and determi-
nation,” he said.
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Several teenagers sprayed graf-
fiti on a piece of art outside

one of Berlin’s most famous
museums and that the vandal-
ism was unrelated to the dam-
aging of more than 60 other art
works on the city’s Museum
Island that were smeared with
an oily liquid early this month,
police said on Saturday.

A huge granite bowl in
front of the Altes Museum,
which is part of the German
capital’s museum complex and

houses antiquities, was defaced
Friday night by some teenagers
and adults, Berlin police said.
Two of the suspects were tem-
porarily detained. 

Museum Island is a
UNESCO world heritage site in
the heart of Berlin and 
one of the city’s main tourist
attractions. 

Dozens of other exhibits at
the Museum Island complex
were vandalized Oct. 3.
Investigators said they had
watched hours of surveillance
camera footage but not found

any obvious sign of anyone
applying the liquid.

Museum experts have said
the motive remains a mystery
and there appeared to be no
thematic link between the tar-
geted works. They expressed
optimism that the apparently
random damage can be
repaired. 

Berlin police said the graf-
fiti sprayed on the granite bowl
did not have any political con-
tent or appear related to the
damaging of the other art
works. 

Warsaw: Polish President
Andrzej Duda said he feels well
despite testing positive for the
coronavirus, and he apologised
Saturday to everyone who must
quarantine because they had
contact with him. Duda, 48, said
in a recording published on
Twitter that he was experienc-
ing no COVID-19 symptoms
“but unfortunately, the test
result is absolutely unambigu-
ous”. “I would like to apologise
to all those who are exposed to
quarantine procedures because
of meeting me in recent days,”
he said. “If I had had any symp-
toms of coronavirus, please
believe me, all meetings would
have been cancelled.” AP
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UK Chancel lor  Rishi
Sunak and three fellow

ruling Conservative Party
members of Parliament from
northern England have been
“barred for life” by a local pub
and restaurant in their con-
stituency region after they
voted against free school
meals for children during
the holidays.

The Mill pub and its con-
nected Il Mulino restaurant at
Stokesley in North Yorkshire,
which falls within Sunak’s
constituency of Richmond
(Yorks), took to social media
soon after a vote in the House
of Commons earlier this week
on extending the govern-
ment’s temporary free meals
for schoolchildren as part of
a campaign led by England
team footbal ler  Marcus
Rashford.

“The government voted
against extending free school
meals. This is disgusting,”
Alex Cook, the owner of the
eatery, posted on Facebook
on Thursday. “What’s worse
Matt Vickers MP, Simon

Clarke MP & Jacob Young
MP, Rishi Sunak all voted
against the scheme. DIS-
GUSTING! All 4 are now
barred from The Mill & Il
Mulino for life. I don’t want
their business,” he said.

His angry post, which
has been shared over thou-
sand times and signed off as
“Team Mill”, begins by saying
that while he does not usual-
ly “do politics”, the vote
against free meals for chil-
dren in need had forced him
to. 

“I have never known a
government which is consis-
tently the wrong end of every
argument. Forget the poor
handling of Covid for a
minute and concentrate on
what happened yesterday
[Wednesday],” he said, in ref-
erence to the Commons vote
which the government won
by 61 votes. The pub, mean-
while, has announced that it
wil l  del iver  100 freshly
cooked healthy meals to three
separate food banks in the
Middlesbrough area next
week to try and make up for
the government decision.
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Joe Biden is confronting the
harsh political realities of

combating climate change.
The Democratic presiden-

tial nominee has spent months
touting a $2 trillion plan to
boost investment in clean ener-
gy and stop all climate-dam-
aging emissions from the U.S.
economy by 2050. The plan
implied that he would wean the
U.S. off oil and gas, but Biden
wasn’t so explicit about the
industry’s fate — until
Thursday night.

During the final moments
of the presidential debate,
Biden said he would “transition
away from the oil industry.”

President Donald Trump,

trailing Biden in many nation-
al and battleground state polls,
immediately sensed an oppor-
tunity to appeal to voters in
competitive states like Texas
and Pennsylvania that pro-
duce oil and gas. 

“Basically what he is saying
is he is going to destroy the oil
industry,” Trump said. “Will
you remember that, Texas?
Will you remember that,
Pennsylvania? Oklahoma?
Ohio?” With less than two
weeks until the election, Biden’s
comment is prompting a sud-
den test of whether voters who
increasingly say they are wor-
ried about the climate crisis will
embrace steps to confront it.
During a season of worsening
wildfires, hurricanes and other

disasters, scientists are issuing
urgent warnings that big cuts in
burning oil, gas and coal are
needed right away. 

Republicans, eager to shift
focus away from the presi-
dent’s handling of the intensi-
fying coronavirus pandemic,
say Biden’s plan would cost
jobs. Biden “just killed pay-
check(s) earned by hardwork-
ing families in Texas,” Texas
Gov. Greg Abbott, a
Republican, tweeted after
Thursday’s final presidential
debate saw Trump and Biden
spell out their worlds-apart
stances on climate-damaging
fossil fuels. 

“Joe just wants to transition
away from Texas. Remember
that on election day,” Abbott

wrote.
Even some Democrats dis-

tanced themselves from Biden’s
comment. Rep. Kendra Horn,
a Democrat who flipped a
Republican seat in Trump-
loyal Oklahoma in 2018, tweet-
ed: “We must stand up for our
oil and gas industry.” 

So did Rep. Xochitl Torres
Small, a first-term Democratic
congresswoman in a tossup
race in New Mexico, in the oil-
and gas-rich Permian Basin. 

“We need to work togeth-
er to promote responsible ener-
gy production and stop climate
change, not demonize a par-
ticular industry,” she tweeted,
adding that she was ready to
“stand up to” the Democratic
Party.
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The death toll from the suicide
attack Saturday in Afghanistan’s

capital has risen to at least 18 killed
and 57 people wounded, including
students, the interior ministry said.

The explosion struck outside an
education center in a heavily Shiite
neighborhood of western Kabul,
Dasht-e-Barchi.

Interior Ministry spokesman
Tariq Arian says that the attacker was
trying to enter the centre when he
was stopped by security guards.

According to Arian, the casual-
ty toll may rise further as family
members of victims of the suicide
bombing are still searching the sev-
eral different hospitals where the
wounded have been taken.

No group claimed immediate
responsibility for the bombing. The
Taliban rejected any connection

with the attack.
An Islamic State affiliate claimed

responsibility for a similar suicide
attack at an education center in
August 2018, in which 34 students
were killed. Within Afghanistan, IS
has launched large-scale attacks on
minority Shias, Sikhs and Hindus,
whom it views as apostates.

Hundreds of Sikhs and Hindus
in Afghanistan fled the country in
September after a gunman loyal to
the militant group killed 25 members
of the shrinking community in an
attack on their share a place of wor-
ship in Kabul.

The U.S. signed a peace deal with
the Taliban in February, opening up
a path toward withdrawing
American troops from the conflict.
U.S. officials said the deal would also
help refocus security efforts on fight-
ing the Islamic State, which is a rival
of the Taliban in Afghanistan.

There has been an upsurge in
violence between Taliban and
Afghan forces in the country recent-
ly, even as representatives from the
two warring sides begin their own
peace talks in Doha to end the
decades-long war in Afghanistan.

Earlier Saturday a roadside bomb
killed nine people in eastern
Afghanistan after it struck a minivan
full of civilians, a local official said.

Ghazni province police
spokesman Ahmad Khan Sirat said
that a second roadside bomb killed
two policemen, after it struck their
vehicle that was making its way to the
victims of the first explosion.

Sirat added that the bombings
had wounded several others, and that
the attacks were under investigation.

No one immediately claimed
responsibility for the attacks. The
provincial police spokesman claimed
the Taliban had placed the bomb.
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Hearing the matter on October 14, the
Supreme Court observed that it was concerned
about how the benefit of interest waiver would
be given to borrowers and said the Centre has
taken a “welcome decision” by taking note of
plight of the common man, but authorities have
not issued any order in this regard.

“Something concrete has to be done,” a
Bench headed by Justice Ashok Bhushan had
said, adding, “Benefits of waivers to borrowers
up to Rs 2 crore must be implemented as soon
as possible.” The top court, which posted the
matter for hearing on November 2, told the
advocates appearing for the Centre and banks
that “Diwali is in your hand”.

The Centre had told the apex court that
going any further than the fiscal policy decisions
already taken, such as waiver of compound inter-
est charged on loans of up to Rs 2 crore for six
months moratorium period, may be “detri-
mental” to the overall economic scenario, the
national economy and banks may not take

“inevitable financial constraints”.
The top court is hearing a batch of petitions

which have raised issues concerning the six-
month loan moratorium period announced due
to the Covid-19 pandemic. The Bench, also com-
prising Justices RS Reddy and MR Shah, said
when authorities have decided something then
it has to be implemented.
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Similarly, the Gangotri National Park in
Uttarkashi, Uttarakhand is home to 15 species
of mammals that include some of the rare and
endangered species such as snow leopard, ibex,
tahr, bharal, Himalayan snowcock and
Himalayan monal. The Khangchendzonga
National Park is one of the 18 Biosphere
Reserves of India situated in the North and West
Sikkim districts. And the Namdapha National
Park of Arunachal Pradesh is the third largest
national park in India, in terms of area and one
of the richest protected areas in terms of bio-
diversity. The park is home to a great diversity

of mammal species including the 4 big cat
species that includes snow leopards, clouded
leopards, common leopards and tigers along
with other large predators such as dholes, wolves,
and Asiatic black bears.

�56#4/"�<,(�/6+++
To cool down the price of pulses, the Centre

recently released 40,000 tonnes of tur from the
buffer stock in open market sale (OMS) in small
lots, so that the releases may reach the retail mar-
ket at a faster pace and help in cooling off ris-
ing prices. Dhuli urad is being offered at Rs 79
per kilo for K-18 (stock of kharif-2018), and Rs
81 per kilo for K-19. Similarly, tur is offered for
retail intervention at Rs 85 per kilo.

According to the Ministry of Consumer
Affairs data for October 24, the maximum price
of rice is Rs 55 a kg in Pune and Tiruchirapalli.
Wheat is selling at Rs 48 a kg in Nashik. Atta is
selling at Rs 55 a kg in Port Blair while gram dal
is being sold at Rs 96 in Nashik. Tur and urad
dal’s maximum price is reported at Rs 130 a kg
in Varanasi and Tiruchirapalli. Moong dal is sell-
ing at Rs 138 a kg in Mumbai. As per data, the
maximum price of onion is reported at Rs 95 a



� What is your role in the show?
The show represents  three

generations — grandfather, father and
son. I play Pratap Ratan Bansal who is
the eldest in the family. He lives his life
according to what he thinks is right. He
doesn’t belong to the era where the
father is not a friend but someone who
needed to be heard when he spoke
without being questioned. According to
him each relationship is defined
and need not be merged.
� What is the best thing about
your character?

It is his quirkiness that is
interesting. It is not as if he is
in a foul mood all the time.
However, the other person
may think otherwise. He is
a fun person to be with.
He has fun with this
grandson. But he has a
grudge. He wanted his
grandson to be a cricketer but
he could be one. So, Bansal
keeps taunting him about this. But
he loves his family.
� Was it tough to go back to
shooting after the lockdown
opened?

Yes, definitely. Before the
show started its shoot, we had a
virtual meeting with a doctor. He
told us that while on the sets, we
must always think that the
person in f ront  of  us  is
asymptomatic. He told us that
despite all the precautions the
production house takes, we
must not let our guard down.
But doing this was so tough
and scary. When we reached the
set, the normal was to hug and
greet each other. But on the first
day, nobody exchanged more
than two lines. Each one of us
was scared that  more
conversation will mean a hand
on the shoulder and we had to
maintain distance.  We
avoided talking to each other.
It will take time to get things
back to normal.
� You have played the role
of a father a few times, how is
this different?

The first thing is that I have never
played a father who is from the 40s and the
50s. Till now, I had played the role of a
progressive father. Here I play a traditional
father which is interesting. Also, the way
I deliver the dialogues is different, language
here is different. The character is Marwari.
I don’t know anything about the accent or
how they behave.
� You have been in the industry for
over two decades now. How have
things changed?

Back then there were fewer people
in the industry but we managed to get

things done. Now, there are a lot
more people and jobs are defined.
Earlier, a verbal agreement was

enough. Now everything has to be
done via emails — it has become a

corporate set-up now. This could be
because there is far more work involved.
� Does this mean that competition has
increased?

Yes, there is competition. But it also
means that there is much more work in
the industry. Many youngsters now
don’t have to struggle for work. There
is theatre, there is TV, there is web and
films that offer all kinds of diverse work.
There is no dearth of work today. This
means one gets to do varied work. Even
cinema has changed. This is because the
younger generation has access to more
information.
� You have done TV shows and films.
How are the two different when it
comes to acting?

There is no difference. For each
platform, be it theatre, TV or films, I
have always done my work honestly. The
only difference is that in cinema, one
gets more time to prepare for the
character. The director has time to pay
attention to how the character needs to
go forward. In TV, this is not possible
since the director has little time. So here,
I have to be prepared 90 per cent
before I reach the set.
� How did your acting career begin?

It began with Marathi theatre. I met
Satish Kaushik and ended up doing
more theatre. In time, I ended up with
a Marathi serial. Since I didn’t have any
Godfather my previous work propelled
me further. Wherever I am today, is due
to the people I met in my work and I am
grateful to them for it.
� What are your future plans?

I am working on two shows. One, of
course, Tera Yaar Hoon Main and the
other is Mere Dad Ki Dulhan on Sony
Entertainment Television. In between,
if I get a film, I will do that as well. Also,
I love to work with newage directors.
Working on web series doesn’t involve
too much time since they are finite.
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First things first. Mirzapur has not
reformed itself from being
perhaps one of the most violent,

sleazy, abusive and yet unashamedly
luring. Season 2 is even more so, at
least in the first three mentioned traits. 

The disclaimer at the beginning
attempts to assuage your alarm by
saying totally fictitious and the like.
However, the knowledge of this sort
of a scenario being a reality in the cow
belt of the nation, the unabated
goondaism, the police criminal nexus,
the impunity and violence with which
criminals conduct their business
keeps you on the hook all through the
10 episodes of Season 2, which, by the
way, has set itself up for a third season.

Personally, I eschew and cringe at
pronounced screen violence and in
this one the bloodbaths are what
makes for the story. 

Mirzapur is India’s Game of

Thrones with just a tad less history to
it. The man who will be King of
Mirzapur has to be powerful, with no
chinks of vulnerability in his
demeanour. He should be able to kill
at will even if it is his favourite and
loyal servant for decades or his own
father! Corruption of the system
matches up with the corruption of the
mind, boy and soul of all its main
characters who have, come to think of
it, done a pretty good job if you hate
them all in equal measure.

Will not be able to call Mirzapur
riveting but yes it draws your blood
to your temples, makes you curdle in
fear and cringe in disgust with such
pointed venom and force that it
automatically qualifies for a binge
watch.

The end is predictable and similar
to the first season, the characters have
matured and the violence here prevails
only to push the story into a state of
no repair and the climax sets up the
window for the next season with the
polish of a veteran. 

Mirzapur will be watched in the
third season too. How watch-worthy
is such content can be a topic for
debate on another platform. 

Meanwhile waiting avidly for the
sequel of The Family Man.
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The thing about short films
is that they are fully
loaded second to second

to tell a story. In this format the
story has to be short but have
the potential of leaving a long
term impact.  Stunning climax,
an ending you may not have
fathomed, and every frame
meant to tell the story, or
should one say race to finish the
story because the director has
just 14 minutes to leave a nark
on you.

Laghushanka is of that

potent, telling and interesting
category. It deals with the issue
of bedwetting by an adult girl
who has a marriage staring
down her face, a hysterical
family and the prospect of it
coming out in the open in her
sasural.

The film has been treated
with a lot of acumen, tender
loving care and slick production
which keeps you hooked from
the beginning to the end.

It also delivers a powerful
message on human weakness
and ailments that are often
treated with insensitivity and
indifference.

This head turner film is
neither insensitive nor
indifferent to the issue it has at
and must watch.
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Many of us over the last 27 years
would have tried to reach out
to a copy of A Suitable Boy

only to baulk at the sheer size of the
novel — 1349 pages. This
alone was a good enough for
a large number of people to
stay away from one of the
longest novels published in a
single volume.

But thanks to Mira Nair,
one can now find out why the
book had created quite a stir
when the book was out in
1993. The subject was enough
to make it the talk of the town
— a mother’s quest to look for
a suitable boy for her youngest
daughter.

Even though there are a few
misrepresentations of how women
behaved back then and what they wore,
one can give them a miss and instead
concentrate on how Nair has brought
the 1951s era alive once again on the
screen. The six-episode limited series
takes one on a journey on what it was
like to live in a post-Independent India.
A few clippings give us a sneak peek
of what it was like when people voted
for the very first time. But the mini-
series and the book is not about post-
Independent India but the lives of
people in that time and how a mother

goes about choosing a husband for her
daughter and rejecting many because
they are — of course — not suitable.
A mother knows best the adage which
comes across loud and clear.

Despite the fact that Tanya
Maniktala’s character keeps smiling
even though there is an internal
turmoil, she does a great job as the
daughter who has to do the choosing.
Tabu, Ishaan Khatter and Ram Kapoor

do a brilliant job in supporting roles.
In fact, they are the backbone of this
mini-series.  

While many may not agree with
the whole concept with a mother
looking for a suitable boy given that we
are living in the 21 st Century. But the
truth remains that arranged marriages
and a parent choosing husband/wife
is not such an alien concept even today.

Overall, the mini-series is
entertaining and keeps you glued
wanting to know what comes next and
who is finally the suitable one.
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Many of us have either seen or
read Rebecca by Daphne du
Maurier. Hence, there are no

surprises when it comes to the climax
or what is to come next. What is
different here than the 1940
psychological thriller directed by Alfred
Hitchcock is of course the way the two
films have dealt with the same story.
Then there is the whole black and white
as opposed to colour. The chilliness and
the cold reserve that played out so
brilliantly in the Hitchcock version is
totally missing here. There is Laurence
Olivier and Joan Fontaine as opposed
to Lily James and Armie Hammer.

This Rebecca leaves you cold,
unmoved and somewhat disconnected.
Though it is never right nor fair to
compare two movies with the same
story as a viewer it is difficult to look
at this film without doing the
unforgivable. However, for those who
have not seen the Hitchcock version, it
will be a treat to watch the book come
alive.

While there is no way one can even
compare Laurence Olivier and Joan
Fontaine characters to Lily James and
Armie Hammer’s, the latter manage to
hold their ground well. James, who has
done movies like Mama Mia, Here We
Go Again! and Cinderella, plays Mrs de
Winter well. But instead of coming off
as somebody who is naïve and innocent,
she comes across as a person who is
more curious and we know where that
leads. Still one can’t ignore her
performance here which is delivered
well. One however, finds it difficult to
understand what her motive is especially
when she realises that her husband did
kill albeit an accident and covered it up
— is it because she realises that she is
the only woman her husband loved or
it is something entirely different? This
Rebecca leaves the viewer to interpret the
last look of the second Mrs de Winter.

A movie to watch if not seen
Hitchcock’s version.
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There is something so sweet
and cute about watching
animation especially if it is a

fairy tale. There is a reason why
even adults love watching them.

The whole idea of seeing a kid
believe in fairy tales and living it,
makes us relive the same and take
us back to times when we were kids
and believed in Santa Claus and the
idea of an old lady who lives on the
Moon and keeps herself busy by
spinning. But as adults, we do
know that the dark patches on this
natural satellite are actually deep
craters on its surface.

Over The Moon, is one such
sweet fairy tale even though it does
borrow a lot from Disney — a
castle, a princess, a side kick and
neon colours that covers the entire
canvas. But then Disney is the
benchmark when it comes to
animation and it is no wonder that
the makers would want to be as
close as they can get to perfection.

This lunar adventure has

magical locations, fantastic
animation, good music and sweet
characters. The stark contrast
when the protagonist lands on
Moon, makes one feel a bit
disconcerting but the vibrancy
and positive life lesson — family is
what matters the most — makes
this a must watch especially if one
has kids.
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Roopa is not an
exception here. A
3 0 - y e a r - o l d
Mangalore-based
Manjula too has to

go through the same situation
in life. But unlike Roopa, she
has been into this profession for
more than three years now.

“It was when our family
was going through financial
crisis that I started collecting
waste from the landfill. A few
of my neighbours used to go
there to earn a living and that’s
how I began as well, since I
thought it’d be a good source of
income,” Manjula, who lives
with her husband and a 14-
year-old daughter, tells you.

Since most of her commu-
nity is involved in the same
kind of work, Manjula haven’t
faced any real indifference in
the society. “However, while I
used to collect waste from the
landfill many would show sym-
pathy towards me and ques-
tioned why I hadn’t tried out
some other profession, since I
was educated till PUC,” she
says.

Like Roopa, her life
changed and for the better
when Jayanthi, a member of
Plastics For Change reached
out to offered a job to her. “I am
extremely grateful to Jayanthi

ma’am who gave me the oppor-
tunity to work as a Quality
Engineer. The job not only
solved my financial worries but
also saved me from working
long hours at the landfill,” she
tells you.

Getting a role as a Quality
Engineer has definitely caused
a major positive difference in
her life. 

“The tuition classes and the
nutritional food that they pro-
vide to my daughter is anoth-
er major help for my family. I’m
also grateful to see the number
of other social schemes that
Plastics For Change and The
Body Shop is bringing to my
community,” she adds.

Only if one could imagine
the ordeal of these women
waste pickers who spend more
than half of their day at the
landfill collecting all types of
waste and then return home
only to cook for their family.

“There is no chance that
anyone could like this work.
But it was not as if we have an
option. It makes us feel like
puking. The smell sometimes
become unbearable, especial-
ly during the monsoon. If I
would go on to describe the
scenario, one would be left dis-
gusted,” she explains and tells
you that she used to spend

nothing less than five to six
hours daily at the landfill while
collecting waste.

It goes without saying that
many a times, Manjula thought
of quitting this work, but it was
not easy. “Like I said, I have a
family to take care of. There
were times when I made up my
mind that I would leave this
work, but then I realised that
I couldn’t afford to. The rainy
season is the most hazardous
for us, not only because it is an
uncomfortable time to work,
but also because there are so
many other risks involved.
One can also meet with an
accident. Even when I recall
that time, a tear or two won’t
stop from falling down my
eyes,” Manjula, who earned
�4000 a week, tells you.

She says that she was well
aware about all the risks
involved at the landfill and
hence, she took all the neces-
sary precautions while work-
ing. “I was aware of the risks
that collecting waste involved,
and so I would be very cau-
tious and ensure I wore boots
and gloves. I’d also take a bath
and wash my clothes as soon
as I returned from the landfill,”
she tells you.

To be able to live a digni-
fied life, she says, is the every-
one’s right and women waste
pickers should be no excep-
tion. “Everyone should be able
to live a dignified life. I hope
that those who are still work-
ing in landfills would be able
to gain better livelihood for
themselves and respect in the
society,” she says.

While having a home to
live, clean water to drink and
electricity are nothing but our
daily needs, for these waste
pickers it is nothing less than
a luxury that they have to ask
from the Government. “I hope
the Government can provide
some support in helping me
build a house for my family.
And for my community it’d be
great if the Government could
set up public washrooms and
toilets, since there aren’t any, as
well as a stable power supply,”
she tells you.

It shows how one of the
most important part of our
society are struggling hard to
live a normal life, which is
obviously not so normal 
for them.

Plastic is merely a matter of
waste for us, but to them it is
as precious as it can be. Meet a
23-year-old  Mangalore-based
woman waste picker, Roopa

who has been  collecting waste from a
landfill in Pachanady for about a year
now.

A mother to a young daughter and
having a big family to take care of, Roopa
had no option but to join her mother in
the profession after her husband met
with an accident, that left him bed-rid-
den.

“Collecting waste at the landfill is
very much a part of my family’s history
— my grandparents used to do it, then
my parents and finally I got into it as
well,” she says.

Fortunately, Roopa doesn’t have to go
through a lot of indifferent behaviour
from the society and doesn’t hold any
grudges against anyone, but there are a
few incidents that did bother her at some
point.

“I didn’t face any real issue from my
community, but when I would visit my
grandparents — during the time I used
to collect waste from the landfill — their
neighbours used to insult me. They called
me names. They asked me if I didn’t have
a better job to do. Some even behaved
like we were untouchables. But I stood
strong and doesn’t let their taunts make
much difference in my life. I bravely
stood my ground and told them that
what we were doing was honest labour
and that there is nothing to feel ashamed
about. What kept me going all this while
was the belief that no job is big or small
and every occupation deserves equal
respect,” Roopa tells you.

Spending atleast seven hours at the
landfills, surrounded by every kind of
waste, under the scorching sun, earned
Roopa, not more than �500 a day. Only
if we would be able to imagine the ordeal
she had to go through 

“All what we could do with this
money was to eat food and cover our-
selves,” she says.

During COVID, she says, the prices
of the material we would collect from
landfills and sell to scrap shops plum-
meted and so our income reduced dra-
matically. We didn’t even have proper
rations at home.

Though there were a lot of appre-
hensions in Roopa’s mind when she took
up the job, she never had any fear of
catching infections. “Before COVID-19,
it didn’t hit our mind that we could fall
sick. It was only when the pandemic hit
that we realised about the danger that lies
ahead of us,” she explains.

Not that she never felt like quitting.
There were a dozen times when she
thought of giving up the job and do
something else. 

“Since I had completed my PUC, I
had initially refused to go to the landfill
because I wanted to get a better job, but
because of our family’s financial cir-
cumstances I was forced to help support
my mother and start collecting waste
along with her. I did it with a heavy heart.
There were quite a few times in between
when I wanted to give up this job, but
then I was laid back each and every time
because of these financial issues,” she tells
you.

However, not all is lost in Roopa’s
story. Her life changed when Plastic for
Change identified her and extended a
helping hand to her and family. “Plastic

For Change reached out to me and
offered me a job role as a Quality
Engineer at their factory. Ever since I
have started working with them, all the
insults that I had received in my life,
stopped right then and there. I love my
new job and I couldn’t have asked for
more. It gives me a feeling of pride that
I am able to do something different in life
now and can make way for a bright future
of my children,” she tells you with a smile.

She adds that the initiative by The
Body Shop and Plastic For Change has
helped her in many ways. “Whether it
was the new jobs we were offered or the
PPE kits  we received and the installa-
tion of the water supply — the inter-
vention of these brands is making a dif-
ference in our community,” she tells you.

Having seen all the hardships in her
lives at an early age, Roopa feels that
everyone should be treated equally,
regardless of their background. “I hope
that my children doesn’t have to go
through all that I had to endure while
growing up. It is disturbing. It torns our
confidence into shreds. I wish my chil-
dren get best of the education and grow
up to do a job that they like. I just want
them to make and earn a better life for
themselves with all the respect from the
society and passion towards their work,”
she says.

She has a request to make to the
Government. “It’d be great if the
Government recognise our work and
could provide some support in helping
me build a house for my family,” she says.
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It goes without saying that the year
2020 has tested us on all levels —
mental, physical and emotional.

While many of us lost a lot in the
year, be it jobs, businesses or our
loved ones,  some did try to find hope
even in the smallest of the joys.

And when one talk about losses,
there is no way one can compensate
for a loss of a loved one. However,
what we can do is to become a part
of their sorrow and help them sail
through it, if not more. Taking up this
cause, FernsNPetals launched a new
venture — Last Journey, a service
which will help one conduct digni-
fied last rites for their loved ones,
while one mourn the loss.

Vikaas Gutgutia, Founder & MD,
Ferns N Petals, tells you that profes-
sional help is needed for anything
and everything and that is why they
came up with Last Journey. “I realised
that there is a huge vacuum in funer-
al organising segment. All the ritu-
als are done by the families them-
selves. But now with more nuclear
families coming up and time scarci-
ty being a real issue, I thought pro-
fessional help would be required for
people to go through this process
smoothly,” he explains.

From transportation and ambu-
lance facility to informing friends &
relatives and from bookings and
arranging items for cremation ser-
vices to floral and freezer box
arrangement,  everything is taken
care of in the service. 

“Not only this but the service also
covers organising prayer meetings

such as chautha/tehravin ceremonies,
hygienic food arrangement for the
guests, booking of bhajan singers,
personalised remembrance ceremo-
ny, writing and publishing obituar-
ies, priest/pandit booking and
asthivisarjan services too,” Gutgutia
tells you.

The cost of the services depends
on what all facilities one is looking
forward to. They start from �5,000
and go up to �5,00,000.

Every new business teaches one
thing or the other and so is the case
here. “There is a new learning with
every case that we handle. In these
last four-five months we have learnt
about new rituals and traditions. We
are getting to know about the differ-
ent communities and their way of
saying goodbye to their loved ones,”
he says. It goes without saying that
the service caters to every religion,
cast and community.

He tells you that initially when
they started Last Journey, people were
not organising prayer meets because
of the pandemic. But now, it has start-
ed with limited numbers. “As we
move forward, we will actually get to
see the true colour of Last Journey.
Also, at present the service is only for
Delhi-NCR but in the coming few
months we plan to extend it to the
metros first and then Tier-II and
Tier-III cities as well. May be we will
take the franchising route to expand
the services quickly,” he says.

With Last Journey, Gutgutia’s
aim is to be a game-changer in the
segment. “We are constantly working

on to improve the quality and fea-
tures of everything. We see a lot of
possibilities of newer ideas and inno-
vation  to make it smoother and more
desirable,” he says. 

Till date, he says, the brand has
organised at least 800 funerals.

“We are not handling Corona-
related cases, that is solely the
Government’s part to do. But there
are certain cases wherein a patient
died in home quarantine because of
some complication so we do handle
such cases. In fact, out of these 800
cases one or two have been COVID
cases but otherwise it is under the
Government only,” he adds.

He tells you that the team reach-
es the place within an hour or as soon
as possible depending on how far the
place is. 

“We have a 24 hours hotline. One
can call up and book the services any-
time. One can book the service for a
day or two or may be for more days,
as per their requirement,” he says.

Gutgutia says he didn’t have any
apprehensions before launching the
venture, even though it was during
Corona. 

“There were no apprehensions as
such. Because it is the time people are
exploring options that are easy and
can give them time and space to
mourn the loss. On the contrary, the
Corona situation has helped us grow
faster,” he says. 

He says that there is a kind of
thought process involved when one
enters into this business. 

“There are some people who

would ask what kind of a business is
this? You are making money out of
someone’s death. But I feel that this
is a big business in foreign countries
and is widely accepted there. We cel-
ebrate everything in life, but when
death is considered it is nothing but
a taboo. It is the time when a beau-
tiful soul leaves the earth, it’s the final
journey of a person and how can we
run away from this fact of life. I feel
we are helping the grieving families
with this service and people have
accepted it nicely. In the coming few
years, we wouldn’t be surprise to have
more funeral planners than wedding
planners in our country,” he tells you.

Ask Gutgutia if it is hard to han-
dle so many deaths daily and he is
quick to reply — not at all. 

“Death is an emotion that we
weren’t connected with at all. But
now, the day you arrive into the world
and the day you leave, FernsNPetals
is with you all through. Death is not
a taboo. You live everyday, but you
die one day. It is very important to
celebrate that day,” he says.

However, there are a few employ-
ees in the team who are laid down by
fear but others work just fine. “There
have been a couple of employees who
said: Sir, mujhey to shamshaan ghat
ke sapney aate hain main nahin kar
paunga. We can’t do anything about
them and they are free to go but the
others are fine. And generally, we
have received positive feedback from
our clients and they feel that this ser-
vice was very much required today,”
he tells you.

� What is Nazarband about?
It is essentially a love story. I was

reading short stories by Ashapurna
Devi, an eminent author. Her stories are
predominantly indoors and deal with
middle-class households. But this story,
Chuti Nakoch is an outdoor story. The

story grabbed me by the jugular. I imme-
diately got the rights to the story and start-
ed developing a screenplay. It is a psy-

chological road movie. The two mar-
ginal characters are an unlike-

ly pair of jailbirds who

embark on a harrowing and unpre-
dictable odyssey drifting across Kolkata.
The film is a visceral look at their
resilience and how they navigate different
kinds of oppression.  It is a heartfelt explo-
ration into the depths of companionship
and the meaning of rejection and accep-
tance.
� How tough a decision it was to put the
film online for the Busan International
Film Festival?

Busan is a physical festival, not virtual.
The films will be screened in proper the-
atres and Korean people will watch them
on big screens. But Busan is unable to

invite international guests this year
because of the strict quarantine

rules. However, the directors will
be talking to the audience online
immediately after the screening.
That’s great. But still feeling bad
for not being able to be present
in the theatre for the world
premiere. I decided to submit
Nazarband to very selected
festivals, Busan is of course
one of the most important fes-

tivals in the world. An official
selection is a great boost for the

film. 
� You are a known face of the Civil

Society Movement in West Bengal.
How much of this finds its way in your

movies?
I am always a socio-politically active

person.I am aware of the socio-political
paradigms or movements happening in
society. As an artist, I always try to find
my response to the burning debates or
contexts in my films and theatre works.
It is inherent in the narratives I choose or
the characters that inspire me. I cannot
remain passive or turn my face away from
socio-political issues which are significant
in our times. I think it is my primary duty
as an artist to participate actively in socio-
political movements. But I must say the
issues always don’t come, directly, but
sometimes subliminally like Herbert and
Kangal Malsat have strong political over-
tones. 
� You recently did a Zee5 original fea-
ture film Posham Pa. Can you tell us
about the film?

The movie is a psychological thriller.
The script is brilliantly written by Nimisha
Mishra. The film stars Mahie Gill, Sayani
Gupta, Ragini Khanna, Imaad Shah, and
Shivani Raghuvanshi.  The story of the
film is based on a true story of serial killers
Anjana, and her two daughters Seema
Gavit and Renuka Shinde who kid-
napped more than 40 children and mur-
dered around 12 children. Seema and
Renuka received the death penalty in 2014
for committing the mass murder of 12

children while their mother Anjana died
in 1997 while serving her punishment at
the prison.  
� What is the reason why films that
find their way in the film circuit, don't
do so well when released commercial-
ly?

A commercial release is a matter of
huge money and resources. Small pro-
ducers and independent films can’t
afford to spend that money. Our distri-
bution system is controlled by big money
and the Government policy does not have
any provisions to support the indepen-
dent films. There is no alternative system
to distribute the films bypassing the so-
called industry parameters. I believe these
are predominant factors that block a sen-
sitive or non-starrer film from coming
into attention of the audience. 
� If the film is unable to make money,
why make them?

Unfortunately, our world is ruled by
money. So, the success or failure of a film
is only judged by the yardstick of money
it has made. But I think if we look at the
history of cinema, it is evident that we can
boast about the great cinematic achieve-
ments globally where the films are not
judged by its financial success only. It’s
a question of perception on how one
would value an artwork. 
� You have done theatre productions

ranging from European drama to
major adaptations of Bengali works.
Usually, adaptations lose their essence.
Would you agree?

I disagree with this kind of general
inference that in adaptations the originals
lose their essence. I believe that the para-
dox lies in the question itself. When an
adaptation happens from a literary piece
for stage or for films it is an act of tran-
scendence, a grand metamorphosis. One
can’t draw a simplistic comparative
study. Does that mean Shakespeare’s or
Brecht’s plays should not be staged at all?
We have seen brilliant interpretations of
literary works by master directors.
� Is Bengali cinema changing?

Yes, it has gone through major
changes. But I am quite not sure these
changes are for good or bad. Because
finally the films that came out through
these changes are not exciting enough
except for a few. 
� What next?

I am working on Eyes and Feet (pre-
viously titled as Paradise in Flames), based
in Kashmir. The script is done, now I am
looking for funds and seeking co-pro-
duction. It is a very difficult film to make.
I also have a long-cherished dream to
make a film on Manik Bandyopadhyay’s
novel PutulNaacher Itikatha (Annals of
Dolls’ Dance). I am working on that also. 

� How did you go from working at KPMG as an engineer to
becoming a music director?

I always had one belief — dreams don’t work unless you do.
I was making good money for my age while working with one
of the best firms in the world — KPMG. But I had bigger dreams.
I was making music since childhood and it evolved into a con-
crete passion. I wanted to pursue it. I also realised that I would
not be able to sail in two boats — work at KPMG and make music.
I quit my job and went all out. I didn’t have anybody who could
guide me or show me the way. It was like being thrown into the
open sea — either I learnt how to swim or drown.
� Was it tough to get a break?

Yes. It was beyond tough especially when you don’t have any-
body in the industry. It was just me and had to figure everything
on my own. Sometimes it felt like why I was here and whether
I had taken the right decision. I believed in myself but there are
points where one questions the challenges. Ten years back I had
no clue that I would end up in Bollywood one day. Now, 10 years
down the line, I am working on Hollywood projects. Now, that
I look back, it feels good but it was a tough decision to make.
My first break was for a Salman Khan film in 2011 and worked
on it for six months but it was shelved. Then I got Prague and
music got noticed and started getting work.
� Did you train professionally?

A lot in fact. When I stepped into composing, I knew that
I would be tossed all kinds of projects and genres and films. I
knew I had to have knowledge of all kinds of instruments and
music from around the world. I couldn’t have the luxury to say
that I didn’t know something. My knowledge has made it pos-
sible for me to sit here in New York. I trained for piano, guitar,
Hindustani classical and Carnatic Classical to understand the dif-
ference. There is so much to learn in each category. For exam-
ple, I know every aspect of the flute and can instruct the flautist
what I actually want. I have extensively trained and continue to
do so.
� You recently shifted base to NY. Any particular reason?

I wanted to explore the international market though I had
already started working on international projects while in India.
I had worked on two documentaries — one American, Horn
Please and the other A Hero Comes Along, UK. Then I did Gift,
a German project. I worked on a couple of games as well. I would
visit the US to increase my network. I met people who opened
other gates and kept showcasing my music. But I still work on
Bollywood projects.
� How did you come on board for the series NCIS: Los
Angeles?

This was quite a shocker. I got a straight mail. It took three
months to finalise though. Though I don’t follow the show, my
friends here in the US have been doing it for years. It is one of
the longest running and popular shows on CBS network and
grabbed the opportunity. I knew it would open more doors and
it did. I am working on other CBS projects.
� You have worked in Bollywood and now working with
Hollywood and European films. Is there a difference?

There is a huge difference in the process of making music
and getting it through. The creative involvement here and in
Europe is minimal. They hire you because you are the best fit
for that project otherwise, they won’t hire you. This elevates your
morale since you are the captain of the ship. In India, the direc-
tor is the captain of the ship and things work a bit differently.
� What is the biggest challenge of working out of NY?

It is the best city that I have been to. I love it more than Los
Angeles and comes with challenges. I have been here for the last
three years and took me the first two of them figuring things out
— like protocols to follow in the recording. Things here are dif-
ferent. One thing that I have learnt is that while in India, we pre-
pare but improvise when in the studio. Here, the cost is so high,
one can’t enter without fully preparing. Not that one can’t impro-
vise but one has to be sure of what one wants to do.

+$)���������������*������ *���+�����,-.�,/,/

)�
	���	��������65%��%R�3!�.�����

���������
�	�������
�����"�.�J���!


���
�.	����4�35"5�����/"����.
�	
�;�������������������.��������
�������������
��	�
�"#5�M�3�
�������


G-������!������������	��������������������"��������
�

S5�
�	��������"J�����9
����
	�������	�������
	�$

),�<��4��4)5�����

.	���F5������,6�,65�!

%���������)(!
%���
"'����
!��������	

����
����������O�3�
�
��������O����������


���	��!���.�����	�����	�
�	������.��������������
����
���������	���
���

���� !"#
�$%&��%$'(��&�()&)

�������	
����
������	������	����
�����	��
��*�+,�-. 	����	�����
������������������������
��������	
�����	�������	����� ���!��"���	����/��!-!

���0#-� ��
�������������	���	����
��#��
����
�����
������
������$
���������������	�
�!�
�	���!�
$�����1#0��-.�2## ������	�

%����	�

���������	
��	����������	
��	�
����
�������
���

��)�$��"�,���$�����)�
�"�$��'&��+$�''-���

����*'��)$�
�)&$��"��&�"�&-���2

��������)��'$�"�$)�
,����#������*$-����"
���-"��+�"2��'�����

�����-�)���'���$)
*$-����"���-��&�'(
$�,���-��"�$)����

#���&�$�)�$���""'����
���'&���()�*�""���$�

���(���'�,�#�
)�4'�)�,�*�)�(��(�����

&����)�'&�����"
()���""�"-������
B�C�%$$"�@'�&'��$

���	��������
���� "/2�(/345

Traveling is definitely not on many peo-
ple’s agenda due to the present pan-

demic but that doesn’t mean that one can’t
see the world. While for many it may not
be the same thing but it can give one a
sneak peek and get them interested in
traveling to that country when things are
a lot better. With this aim in mind,
Tourism New Zealand virtually launched
its campaign Messages from New
Zealand.

The aim of the campaign, which was
launched in the presence of Steven
Dixon, Tourism New Zealand’s regional
trade marketing manager, Asia and David
Pine, New Zealand’s High Commissioner
to India, is to feature a video message of
hope and care with their international
family (whanau). Each video shared will
present a unique Kiwi perspective about
what is important to them. 

The Tourism New Zealand partner-
ing with its Indian family highlights their
own personal experiences and connec-

tions with the country. Dixon said that
since the travel industry has been impact-
ed by the COVID-19, it is important now
more than ever, that we stay connected to
visitors and our travel trade friends in
India. “New Zealand is a place where
guests become a family. These relation-
ships are something that we are proud of
and want to celebrate and continue in per-
petuity. Through this campaign we are
staying in touch with our international
family and letting them know that we are
waiting to welcome them to our shores
again when the time is right and borders
reopen, ”Dixon tells you.

An example of how Tourism New
Zealand has been keeping connections
strong in India, is its response to a sur-
vey conducted in May 2020 among trav-
el trade representatives. The survey high-
lighted that 99 per cent of travel trade con-
tacts were interested in attending hosted
webinars during the lockdown period.
And hence, conducted 10 webinars which
saw 5,000 travel agents participation
across India. 
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� What is Footfairy about?
The film is about a hunt for a

serial killer. He specifically hunts
girls who travels along western rail-
way line. He is a very smart killer
who doesn’t leave any footprints or
fingerprints whatsoever. This
becomes a challenge for the cops
to trace him down. The story is
about whether he gets caught or
not.
� Why release it on TV?

This was absolutely the pro-
ducer’s call and we felt this was the
right direction to go towards. After
many years , a film has been
released directly on TV. We were
confident that this movie has the
right blend of everything and can
be released as &pictures original. 

� Some memories from the sets.
It was like a blast. The best I

could remember is that some-
times we didn’t feel the pressure of
the time or the budget constraint.
It was like a well-oiled machine,
everything was well-planned and
executed. The actors performed
brilliantly and it helped me as a
director as well. The schedule of the
movie was for 34 days, but we man-
aged to finish it in 30 days only. The
entire process was fun. The most
fun part was that I got to shoot at
a railway station and a full train was
under my control. 
� Crime thrillers are one of the
most popular genres. What
makes them so sought-after?

Mystery and crime thrillers are

popular for decades now. As a soci-
ety we like to watch the dark part
of the human behaviour. We don’t
want to experience such a thing,
but as a society we take pleasure in
watching such things. So is the case
with gangster movies. We get
attracted towards bad things, but
we are only happy about it till we
see it from a distance. 
� What next?

I was busy shooting for Inside
Edge Season 3 for Excel and
Amazon. It is currently in the post-
production stage and should be out
soon. There is another show which
I am developing for Viacom and is
based on Burari murder. Then
there is a feature film which I can’t
talk about in detail right now. 
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Leg-spinner Varun
Chakravarthy dished out the
best bowling performance of

this IPL with a five-for after his
batting colleagues stepped up in
style as Kolkata Knight Riders beat
Delhi Capitals by 59 runs here on
Saturday.

Promoted to open the
innings, Nitish Rana revelled in his
new role as he overcame a person-
al tragedy to smash a whirlwind
81 and shared a game-changing
115-run stand with Sunil Narine
(64) to lift KKR to an imposing
194/6 after being put in to bat.

Chasing a stiff target,
Chakravarthy (5/20) and Pat
Cummins (3/17) gave the Delhi
Capitals batsmen a torrid time to
restrict them to 135 for 9 in 20
overs.

Cummins gave a perfect start,
dismissing both the openers
Ajinkya Rahane (0) and in-form
Shikhar Dhawan (6) in his first
two overs.

Then Chakravarthy played
the finisher’s act in the back-end
of the innings to choke the DC run
chase.

Coming on the back of a hor-
ror batting show against Royal
Challengers Bangalore when they
crumbled to 84/8, KKR ticked all
the boxes to keep their playoff
hopes alive by securing their sixth
win, with three matches left.

For DC, this was their second
successive loss but they still main-
tained the second spot.

Skipper Sheryas Iyer was the
top-scorer for DC with 47 as he,
along with Rishabh Pant (27), held
on after Cummins’ twin strike.
They took on the opposition
attack in the second half but
KKR’s strategy to press in
Chakravarthy paid dividends.

The spinner opened his
account after Pant holed out at
deep square leg and in his next
over he got two in two, dismiss-
ing Shimron Hetmyer (10) and
Iyer off consecutive balls.

Hetmyer fell while trying to
clear the long on boundary, while
Iyer could not connect well and
was caught by Kamlesh Nagarkoti
at long on.

In his next over, Chakravarthy
dismissed Marcus Stoinis and
then picked his five-for in the fifth
ball, cleaning up Axar Patel with
a straight one.

Earlier, new opener Nitish
Rana made 81, while Sunil Narine,
playing in her first match after
being cleared of suspect bowling,
smashed a 32-ball 64 to propel
KKR to 194 for 6 after being asked
to bat.

Promoted to open, Rana
smashed 13 fours and one six in
his 53-ball 81, while Narine also

came out all guns blazing, smack-
ing four sixes and six fours as KKR
put behind their horror show
against RCB to post a stiff total.

The left-handed duo stitched
together 115 runs from just 59
balls to seize the momentum.

Having crumbled for 84 in
their last match against RCB,
KKR once again were staring
down the barrel at 42/3 after 7.2
overs.

Anrich Nortje grabbed the
wickets of the under-performing
Shubman Gill (9) and Rahul
Tripathi (13) inside the Powerplay,
while Kagiso Rabada accounted
for Dinesh Karthik (3).

Just when KKR’s tale of bat-
ting woes began to unfold, Rana
came into do the rescue act, tak-

ing the attack to the experienced
R Ashwin in an over that yielded
13 runs.

Rana first smacked Ashwin’s
tossed up delivery for a six and
followed it up with a boundary.

In the next over, Narine
joined in to continue KKR’s run
feast in the back-end of the
innings in an incredible partner-

ship.
DC brought back Nortje but

there was no respite for them and
Rana brought up his fifty with an
outside edge.

He was then seen dedicating
his half-century to his father-in-
law, who died of cancer recently,
by showing a jersey customised by
KKR as a special tribute to him.
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Skipper Rohit Sharma’s fitness
would be a concern for

defending champions Mumbai
Indians as they aim to continue
their dominant run, while a
depleted Rajasthan Royals
would hope to stay afloat when
the two teams clash here on
Sunday.

Mumbai roared back to
form by crushing CSK by 10
wickets on Friday after their
Super Over loss to the Kings XI
Punjab. RR, on the other hand,

lost to the SRH by 8
wickets in their last
game.

Table-toppers
MI are on course to

make it to the play-offs but the
game is crucial for Royals, who
are languishing at seventh place
and a loss would mean a step
closer to exit.

Questions remain on
whether Rohit, who suffered a
hamstring injury and missed the
game against CSK, will be avail-
able on Sunday for MI.

But Rohit’s absence was
hardly felt on Friday as the
young Ishan Kishan (261 runs)
launched into CSK bowlers with
gusto.

So did Quinton De Kock
(368 runs), continuing his sub-
lime run. In the event of Rohit
missing out on Sunday as well,
the two will open again.

Mumbai’s middle-order has
also been among runs — be it
Suryakumar Yadav (243 runs),
Hardik Pandya (164 runs),
swashbuckling West Indian all-
rounder Kieron Pollard (208
runs) or Krunal Pandya (82
runs).

With their big-hitting abil-
ity, the Pandya brothers and
Pollard are a threat to any oppo-

sition.
MI bowlers are also wreak-

ing havoc, especially New
Zealand left-arm pacer Trent
Boult and Jasprit Bumrah, who
are lethal upfront and in the
death.

The two have accounted for
33 wickets, while Australian
Nathan Coulter-Nile (2 wickets)
has supported the duo.

Spinners Krunal (5 wickets)
and Rahul Chahar (13 wickets)
are equally aggressive in the
middle overs.

For Rajasthan, the biggest

worry is the form of
skipper Steve Smith,
who has made 265 runs
from 11 matches and a
mis-firing top-order.

In the course of the
season, Rajasthan have made
constant changes at the top and
that has hurt them badly.

The team does possess qual-
ity players like Ben Strokes (110
runs), Sanju Samson (272 runs)
and Jos Buttler (271), but the trio
has failed to deliver collectively.

With two crucial points at
stake, the management would be
hoping that the three click on
Sunday, something which has
not happened this season.

All-rounder Rahul Tewatia
(224 runs and 7 wickets) has
been a revelation with both the
bat and ball, but too much is
being left for him to achieve.

On the bowling front too,
RR lack consistency.

Only Jofra Archer (15 wick-
ets) has been effective with his
pace but has failed to get support
from fellow pacers Karthik
Tyagi, Jaydev Unadkat and Ankit
Rajpoot, who have 12 wickets
combined. Stokes, as a bowler,
has also been unimpressive and
has failed to get a single wicket
so far.
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Their house in complete dis-
array after eight defeats from

11 outings, Chennai Super Kings
will look to give their forgettable
campaign a semblance of
respectability when they take on
in-form Royal Challengers
Bangalore here on Sunday.

CSK, with six points from
11 games, still have a theoreti-
cal chance to make it to the play-
offs, provided they do not lose
any of their remaining three
games, improve their net run-
rate and all other match results
go their way.

The three-time IPL winners
have struggled in all depart-
ments of the game, leading to
heavy criticism towards skipper
MS Dhoni for not showing
enough faith in the youngsters.

CSK brought in young
Ruturaj Gaekwad and Narayan
Jagadeesan against Mumbai
Indians but both batsmen per-
ished without opening their
account.

The Super Kings batsmen
were rocked by Trent Boult and
Jasprit Bumrah’s devastating
pace-bowling spell, slipping to
21 for five inside the powerplay.

Their bowlers
also failed to make an
impact as the Yellow
Army suffered its
first-ever 10-wicket
defeat on Friday.

Sam Curran’s
half century was the only saving
grace for the CSK. With 173
runs and 10 wickets in 11 games,
the England all-rounder has
been their silver in a devastating
season.

CSK is expected to contin-
ue giving opportunities to the
youngsters, treating the remain-
ing three games as an audition
for the next season.

“We have to make the most
of the next three games and it is
good preparation for the next
year. Identify the batsmen, who
will bowl at the death and hope-
fully the players will soak up the
pressure,” Dhoni said after the
loss to MI.

They run into a RCB squad
which has grown in confidence
as the tournament has pro-
gressed. Virat Kohli and his men
are placed third on the points
table with 14 points, the same as

the table toppers MI and Delhi
Capitals.

They will aim to grab the
two points on offer, while also
trying to improve their net run-
rate, which could play a vital role
in deciding the top two teams
heading to the playoffs.

RCB are coming on the
back of two morale-boosting
victories against Rajasthan
Royals and Kokata Knight
Riders.

While AB de
Villiers single-hand-
edly fetched them the
win against the
Royals, pacer
Mohammed Siraj tor-
mented KKR by

bowling a sensational spell,
including a double-wicket
maiden, in the eight-wicket vic-
tory over the two-time cham-
pions.

The pace
trio of Chris
Morris, Isuru
Udana and
Navdeep Saini
have done well for the team,
while spinners Washington
Sundar and Yuzvendra Chahal
have also proved effective.

RCB’s strong batting line-
up led by captain Kohli has also
lived up to the billing. Young
opener Devdutt Padikkal has
looked in good touch, while de
Villiers has been a key player.

The two team’s last game
against each other was also on
this ground, with RCB inflict-
ing a 37-run defeat upon CSK.
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Kings XI Punjab made an incred-
ible comeback at the death, tak-

ing five wickets in the final two overs
to beat Sunrisers Hyderabad by 12
runs in an Indian Premier League
match here on Saturday.

Chasing a modest 127-run tar-
get, SRH batsmen committed
'harakiri' after a solid 56-run open-
ing stand between skipper David
Warner (35) and Jonny Bairstow
(19) to be all out for 114 in 19.5
overs. The win, their fourth on the
trot, kept KXIP in the fray for play-
offs as they jumped to fifth spot in
the eight-team standings with 10
points from 11 games.

The defeat made life difficult for
SRH even though they are mathe-
matically still in with a chance of
making the play-offs, but for that to
happen they will need to win their
remaining three games with good
net run rates.

SRH made a brisk start to their
chase with skipper Warner and

Bairstow adding 56 runs for the
opening stand in 6.2 overs before
KXIP bowlers inflicted three quick
blows to make a return to the con-
test. Both Warner and Bairstow soon
perished in quick succession before
Abdul Samad (7) too failed to rise
to the occasion.

After the three quick blows, the
going became tough for SRH as
KXIP bowlers used the slow condi-
tions to perfection to take the
match deep.

SRH’s last match heroes,
Manish Pandey (15) and Vijay
Shankar (26) looked in good nick
but both the players struggled to up
the ante and departed in the process.

From thereon, SRH batsmen
made heavy weather of the chase as
KXIP bowlers reduced the equation
to 17 runs off the last two overs.

Bowling the penultimate over,
Chris Jordan (3/17) dismissed Jason
Holder and Rashid Khan in succes-
sive deliveries to tilt the match in
KXIP’s favour. With 14 runs need-
ed from the last over, Arshdeep

Singh (3/23) dismissed Priyam
Garg and Sandeep Sharma, and
Khaleel Ahmed was run out as
KXIP recorded a memorable victo-
ry.

Earlier, SRH bowlers produced
a clinical performance to restrict
KXIP to a modest 126 for seven.

SRH bowlers responded
impressively to their Warner’s deci-
sion to field first, picking wickets at
regular intervals to control the
innings. KXIP Skipper KL Rahul
(27), Chris Gayle (20) Mandeep
Singh (17), who lost his father
Hardev Singh earlier on Saturday, all
got starts but their innings never got
going as they failed to grab the
momentum.

Even though Mandeep didn’t
make a significant score, he and
Nitish Rana, who made 81 for
KKR despite the bereavement of his
father-in-law Surinder Marwah,
drew appreciation from batting
maestro Sachin Tendulkar for their
lion-hearted efforts to play the
games.

“Loss of loved one hurts, but
what’s more breathtaking is when
one doesn't get to say a final good-
bye. Praying for @mandeeps12,
@NitishRana_27 and their families
to heal from this tragedy. Hats off
for turning up today. Well played,”
tweeted Tendulkar, who too lost his
father a day before scoring an emo-
tional unbeaten 140 against Kenya
during the 1999 ODI World Cup.

SRH perfectly planned Gayle’s
dismissal who came at one down.
They kept the big-hitting batsman
quiet for a long time, consistently
bowling wide of the off stump and
in the process frustrated him.

Gayle repeatedly tried to force
his way out of the shackles but was
dismissed by his West Indian team-
mate Holder (2/27), caught at long-
off by Warner with a wide of the
stumps delivery in the 10th over.

Rashid (2/14) then went
through the defence of captain
Rahul in the first ball off the next
over as KXIP slumped to 66 for
three.
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England Test skipper Joe Root
considers Virat Kohli as the

“most complete player” across all
formats, saying he has an all-
round game and his ability to
chase down totals in white-ball
cricket is “extraordinary”.

Root also called country-
man Jos Buttler as the “most
complete white-ball batsman” in
the world currently.

It has been widely accepted
that Kohli, New Zealand skipper
Kane Williamson, Australia’s
Steve Smith and Root are cur-
rently the leading batsmen in
world Test cricket.

“Virat is
probably the
most complete
player out of the
three of them across
formats. His ability
to chase things down
in the limited-overs
format and to pace it
as well as he does as
often as he does and be
not out at the end is
extraordinary,” Root was
quoted as saying by
ESPNCricinfo.

“He’s got a very
good all-round game
but you wouldn’t say

he’s weaker against spin or pace.”
Kohli followed up his disas-

trous 2014 tour of England by
producing 894 runs across the
three formats against the home
team in 2018.

“He obviously struggled on
his first tour to England, but he
scored really heavily when he
came back. And similarly, else-
where in the world, he’s put in
massive performances. All that
with the weight of India on his
shoulders, as well,” Root said.

The 29-year-old said he
tries not to measure himself
against other players but likes to

watch the top three go about
their business.

“I try not to measure
myself against Kohli,
Williamson and Smith. But

I do watch a lot of how
they go about con-
structing different
types of innings
across the three for-
mats.

“You’re looking at
three of the greatest

players the game has
seen. They’re three bril-
liant people to watch
play and learn from. I’m
not sure I’d put myself in
their bracket, to be hon-
est,” he added.

4��3'4$����
�$��&)

&��"�����
������������	���������������!�������������������$��!����*��!�����"������"��	��������$��"���� -
A.;6E	�!

D
')�-�"����-(����
(�)*�)-$����"��*$)=
����� �<,�(4�<5�

Kolkata Knight Riders skipper
Eoin Morgan on Saturday

said his team produced its most
complete performance of the
season so far when it upstaged the
fancied Delhi Capitals by 59
runs to stay alive in the IPL.

“I think the timing of this
couldn’t be any better. Playing
against a side who are second
coming towards the business end
of the tournament, two points is
huge,” Morgan said in the post-
match conference.

“We had the most complete
performance as a group in this
tournament so far. Until today, we
feel as if we hadn’t played our best
cricket. Today I think it was
close to that,” he added.

It was Narine (64) and
Rana (81) who set it up
for KKR in a 115-run
partnership from 56 balls.
Playing his first match after
being cleared of a suspect
bowling action, Narine bat-
ted at five and fired on all
cylinders in his 32-ball 64.

“...I think that rubbed off
on Nitish Rana as well.
Watching them play with the free-
dom that they did was outstand-
ing.”

“Sunil has been an integral
part of this franchise for a num-
ber of years now. His ability as
an all-rounder is key in our

team.
“To have him back and come

in and perform not only with the
ball but with the bat, I think is
outstanding. He has just proved
how valuable he is to the team.”

He also spoke very highly of
mystery spinner Chakravarthy
who returned with the first five-
wicket haul of this season.

“He has gelled really well in
the team. I think he’s been one of
the positive stories out of our
campaign so far,” he said of the
man who has been their leading

wicket-taker
this season

with 12
from 10
matches.
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Real Madrid averted a crisis
in the best possible way on

Saturday by beating Barcelona
3-1 in the first empty Clasico,
landing an early blow in La
Liga’s title race. Barca had the
chance to inflict a third consec-
utive defeat on their rivals
and increase the pressure on
Zinedine Zidane.

Instead, Madrid’s win
earns them a six-point
lead over the Catalans,
having played one game
more.

Sergio Ramos’ penal-
ty and a late Luka
Modric goal finished off
Barcelona after Federico
Valverde and Ansu Fati had
traded early strikes in a fran-
tic game that defied those
expecting further evidence of
two heavyweights in decline.

Barcelona might feel hard
done by, especially as Ramos’
penalty was awarded after a

check by VAR and a hugely
exaggerated fall by Madrid’s
captain after Clement Lenglet
tugged his shirt.

But aside from an impres-
sive spell in the first half,
when an inspired Lionel Messi
threatened to win the game on
his own, Madrid were domi-
nant for longer spells and
pulled away when it mattered.

This was Ronald Koeman’s
first Clasico as Barcelona

coach and some of the
pressure Zidane would
have felt from a loss is
now transferred to the
Dutchman, who has
overseen only three
wins from his first six
games in charge.
Barcelona face

Juventus on Wednesday in the
Champions League, without
the suspended Gerard Pique.

Every Barca set-back is
now seen through the lens of
Messi’s future too. The
Argentinian, who failed in his

attempt to leave last summer,
has still to score from open
play this season.
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In the previous week, Real

Madrid had lost to Shakhtar
Donestsk and newly promot-
ed Cadiz, while Barcelona were
beaten by Getafe last weekend.

Yet a dip in quality does
not have to mean a drop in
drama and any doubts about
the thrill of this fixture were
answered in eight minutes, as
both teams had scored.

Madrid made the start
they dreamed of when Karim
Benzema drifted deep into the
right channel and was allowed
to turn, with the sprinting
Valverde going beyond him.

Valverde pierced the gap
before lifting a curved shot past
Neto and into the far corner.

Madrid celebrated as if
their confidence had been
reborn, but within three min-
utes, Barcelona were level.

Messi, from almost left-

back, chipped a ball over the
top freeing Jordi Alba who
fired into the front post where
Fati had nipped ahead of
Ramos and turned in.

It was fast and open for the
rest of the half, with Messi
enjoying a golden spell. He
glided past Casemiro and then
swerved around Ramos, but
onto his right foot, the finish
stabbed into Thibaut Courtois
at the near post.

Benzema should have
scored too. Madrid finished
the stronger before half-time
but Barca were better after. Fati
flashed just wide and Philippe
Coutinho missed a free head-
er at the back post.

Their momentum was
checked by Lenglet’s error, a
tug in the box clear enough
that Ramos’ shirt was
stretched, even if the fall was
comically exaggerated. Referee
Juan Martinez checked the
monitor. Ramos found the
corner.

����� )�"#4/�6/-E3="(="

Edinson Cavani made his
debut off the bench as
Manchester United’s home

struggles continued with a dour
0-0 draw against Chelsea in an
underwhelming Premier
League clash at a rainy Old
Trafford. 

Marcus Rashford and Juan
Mata had the best of the first-
half chances but were unable to
get the better of Edouard
Mendy, the latter’s attempt com-
ing after Harry Maguire con-
tentiously avoided conceding a
penalty for a clumsy challenge
on Cesar Azpilicueta. 

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer sent
on Cavani before the hour mark
and the 33-year-old striker,
who was signed as a free agent
on deadline day, almost scored
with his first touch for United. 

Neither side was able to find
a winner, with Chelsea sitting
sixth in the table and United
15th, though they are only sep-
arated by two points. 

After a sluggish opening
half an hour, the highlight of
which was Mendy almost pass-
ing the ball into his own goal,
the game finally came to life in
the final 10 minutes of the
opening period. 

Mendy recovered from his
earlier error by using his foot to
keep out a low drive from
Rashford, before springing to
his right to push a curling
attempt from Mata behind. 

Those shots came either
side of Azpilicueta — who fea-

tured on the right side of a
three-man defence — appealing
for a penalty when Maguire
climbed over him, while Thiago
Silva went unpunished for clip-
ping Rashford in the area in the
41st minute. 

Mata and Daniel James
were sacrificed for Paul Pogba
and debutant Cavani, who nar-
rowly missed out on making an
immediate impact when he
flicked Bruno Fernandes’ cross
into the side-netting.

Mason Greenwood
returned for United as a late
substitute and Mendy produced
another stunning save to deny
Rashford, who produced the

first and only shot on target of
the second half in stoppage
time.
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Pep Guardiola admitted
concerns over the points
dropped by Manchester City
after Phil Foden came off the
bench to rescue a 1-1 draw
against West Ham.

Guardiola’s side fell behind
to Michail Antonio’s superb
overhead kick in the first half at
the London Stadium.

Foden came on at half-
time and produced an instant
equaliser, but City couldn’t
deliver the knockout blow and
have now won just one of their

last four Premier League games.
Injury-hit City, without

Fernandinho, Aymeric Laporte,
Nathan Ake and Gabriel Jesus,
rarely reached peak form in the
latest of a growing list of incon-
sistent displays.

While Arsenal and Porto
were beaten in their previous
two matches, City still don’t
seem to have completely recov-
ered from their 5-2 thrashing by
Leicester in September.

They are already five points
behind leaders Everton, who
play Southampton on Sunday,
and look more vulnerable than
at any time since Guardiola’s
first season in charge.

“I’m not a guy who can pre-
dict the future. We’ve already
dropped seven points, which is
a lot,” Guardiola said.

“We suffered in the last 10
or 15 minutes of the first half.
In the second half we were bet-
ter and scored early.

“We had the chances we
needed to win the game, but
unfortunately we couldn’t score
again. “We’ve struggled a lot for
many reasons. We have to take
things game by game and see
what happens.”

Adding to Guardiola’s
problems, Sergio Aguero suf-
fered a “muscular injury”
according to the City boss,
who did not know how long his
star striker would be sidelined
for.

Aguero hasn’t scored in
the top flight since January and
is notoriously slow to return to
his best after injuries.
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Robert Lewandowski took
his Bundesliga tally to 10

goals in five games this season
with a hat-trick as Bayern
Munich thumped Eintracht
Frankfurt 5-0 on Saturday.

Lewandowski has scored
nine goals in his last three
league games and wrapped up
his treble within an hour at the
Allianz Arena.

Defending champions
Bayern have scored 22 goals
this term — 10 more than
league leaders RB Leipzig who
stayed top with a 2-1 win over
10-man Hertha Berlin.

Bayern sit one point
behind in second place.

In Munich, Leroy Sane
marked his return from injury
with the fourth goal during a
brief cameo, before England
Under-17 midfielder Jamal
Musiala also came off the
bench to net the fifth.

However, Bayern’s victory
could come at a price as
Canadian left-back Alphonso
Davies was in clear distress
after going off early with an
ankle injury.

Lewandowski underlined
his status as one of the world’s
best strikers last season by
scoring a career-best 55 goals
in 47 games, including 34 in
the Bundesliga.

The Polish international
opened the scoring on 10
minutes when he fired home
after a Thomas Mueller pass.

Frankfurt goalkeeper
Kevin Trapp couldn’t do any-
thing to stop Lewandowski’s
header from a Joshua
Kimmich corner in the 26th

minute.
Bayern had a penalty

appeal turned down when
Douglas Costa’s cross clipped
the hand of Frankfurt’s
Makoto Hasebe.

Lewandowski wrapped up
the victory on the hour mark
with a clinical finish from
another Costa cross.

After sitting out the
last two games, Sane
ghosted past a defender
and drove a shot into the
bottom corner with 18
minutes to play.

Manuel Neuer pulled off a
great save to deny Frankfurt
striker Bas Dost before
Musiala grabbed the final goal
as the visitors suffered their
first league defeat of the sea-
son.
��������������	���

Leipzig came from behind
to seal a 2-1 win over Hertha,
whose Colombian striker Jhon
Cordoba scored in the eighth

minute.
Leipzig drew level when

defender Dayot Upamecano
fired home from a free-kick
on 11 minutes, but Berlin
were reduced to 10 men after
the break when substitute
Deyovaisio Zeefuik was
shown two yellow cards with-
in four minutes of coming on.

Leipzig made the
man advantage count
when Marcel Sabitzer
converted a penalty
with 13 minutes left.

Hertha were lucky
not to finish with nine men
when another sub, Jessic
Ngankam, scythed down
Leipzig left-back Angelino
and the referee changed his
decision to a yellow card hav-
ing initially showed a straight
red.

At Signal Eduna park in
Dortmund, Borussia
Dortmund beat Schalke 3-0 in
Revierderby.
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Romelu Lukaku maintained his hot scor-
ing streak as Inter battled to a 2-0 vic-

tory over Genoa at the Stadio Luigi Ferraris
to snap their three-game winless run.

Inter lost 2-1 to bitter rivals Milan last
weekend, either side of draws with Lazio and
Borussia Monchengladbach, and they made
hard work of overcoming Genoa on
Saturday.

The Nerazzurri failed to register a sin-
gle shot on target in the first half of a league

game for the first time under Antonio Conte,
who has been under increasing pressure.

But Inter made the breakthrough thanks
to Lukaku’s 10th goal in eight matches this
term for club and country, which Danilo
D’Ambrosio added to 11 minutes from time
as the visitors moved up to third.

Inter defender Danilo D’Ambrosio dis-
cussed the Nerazzurri’s important 2-0 win
over Genoa in the Serie A in an interview
with Italian broadcaster Sky Sports Italia
moments after the game.

“In the Serie A no game is easy. I agree
with the coach, no one has ever dominat-
ed us and so far, we have collected less than
we’ve deserved.

“Today we dominated for 90 minutes,
we did well in not conceding goals and for
bringing home three points that do us good.”

The Italian then commented on the
importance of teamwork when defending.

“To be able to push up high, you need
teamwork on a defensive level. Not conced-
ing goals is important and does not mean
playing defensively.”
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Ablanket of haze has been shrouding
the National Capital for some days
now: the smog season is back. The
AQI has crossed 300, pushing air
quality to ‘very poor’ level, which was

last witnessed in February. NASA images show
clusters of fire in Punjab and Haryana, as the
post-harvest paddy stubble burning has started in
the farms.

Last year towards October end, the Delhi
Government had to declare a ‘public health emer-
gency’ for nine days, as Delhi experienced its
longest period of hazardous air pollution. This
year, as the world battles a pandemic, the smog
situation can wreak a havoc on the public health.
The health experts warn that smog can increase
the time the virus can stay in the environment,
increasing the infection rate. The increased num-
ber of Covid cases in Delhi and Mumbai are
already being linked to the higher pollution level
of these cities. Pollution also affects immunity and
lungs, thus placing the Delhi residents at higher
Corona susceptibility and fatality risk.
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The trough like topography of North India

and meteorological conditions set by winter sea-
son makes the pollution linger over it, creating the
condition for Delhi smog. With the onset of the
winter season, weather condition becomes con-
ducive to pollution, as cold settles air closer to the
surface (inversion), wind speed drops and mois-
ture goes up — so the pollution is not dispersed.
Diwali firecrackers and stubble burning which
also occur in the months of October-November,
become contributory factors to the smog, as they
add on to Delhi’s pre-existing air pollution. As
around this time the wind direction also changes
to north-westerly, the stubble burning pollution is
carried towards Delhi from its neighbouring
states.
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As the Government of Delhi, Punjab and at
Centre, squabble over the contribution of stubble
burning to Delhi’s smog — while the Punjab CM
cited the findings of IISER, to state that stubble
burning is not responsible for most of the Delhi’s
pollution — a look at other studies on the matter
is merited.

A recent study undertaken by IIT Kanpur and
Delhi Pollution Control Board links contribution
of PM 2.5 as 38% to road dust, 20% to vehicular
emission, 11% to industries etc; with stubble
burning merely adding on to the current load.
Council of Energy, Environment and Water, a
Delhi based think tank, which also arrives at simi-
lar figures, agrees that local sources and
unfavourable meteorological conditions are the
main factors behind Delhi’s air pollution woes;
with transportation and road dusts as the biggest
culprits. Massive Earth Foundation, another think
tank, also undertook a research to find the impact
of stubble burning, thermal power plants, Diwali
crackers and broken transportation of the air pol-
lution; and found vehicular traffic as the biggest
culprit, which has shifted base line of air pollution
in India from a desirable 60 AQI to unhealthy
200.

According to Government’s analysis of Delhi

smog during 2019, the contribution of stubble
burning was variable, only peaking at 44% once.

However, it will be pertinent to quote
Supreme Court mandated agency, Environment
Pollution (Prevention and Control) Authority
(EPCA) on the issue, “even if it is not the only
cause of pollution in the region, there is no doubt
that the transportation of pollutants from burning
fields is the tipping point that makes winter’s
already unhealthy air quality into a public health
emergency.”
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The whole issue of stubble burning is based in

structural fault in the Indian agriculture system,
which promotes wheat and rice crops through
assured MSP — even though India is the second
largest producer of rice and wheat in the world,
and a foodgrain surplus state. This is creating
many ecological problems for Delhi’s neighbours
— the erstwhile Green Revolution states, Punjab,
Haryana and Western UP — like alarming rate of
ground water depletion due to excessive water
intensive crop of paddy and stubble burning. The
use of combined harvesters for paddy which is
common in these states, leaves behind a nine-inch
stubble in the farm. Moved by the Government
assured economic returns, farmers in these states
sow wheat after paddy harvesting — the time
duration between the two is a month or less; not
enough for the stubble to decompose naturally,
thus stubble burning, the cheapest option, is
resorted to. 

Not just is the stubble burning polluting, it is
equally harmful for the soil itself, which loses
most essential nutrients like organic carbon,
nitrogen, phosphorus, potassium, sulphur with
the burning of the stubble. The heat destroys the
beneficial microflora and fauna from the soil and
hardens it; thus affecting physical, chemical and
biological attributes of soil making it less fertile
and vulnerable to weed and drought.

The long term solution to the problem lies in
crop diversification: a move towards less water
intensive crops like soyabeans, pulses, corn —
which are harvested by hand or can be harvesting
mechanically earlier on, providing sufficient win-
dow for the residue to decompose before the next
sowing. For the time being, the in-situ and ex-situ
sustainable management techniques for crop
residue are an alternative.
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The Supreme Court (SC) has been quite

proactive on the issue of air pollution in Delhi;
closely monitoring the situation since last year,
when it criticised Punjab, Haryana and UP
Governments for failing to control stubble burn-
ing. In February, SC directed Central and Delhi
Government to take strong measure for stopping
stubble burning; and approved an action plan on
the matter, based on the affidavit of Ministry of
Agriculture — which included steps like setting
up smog towers, smog guns in Delhi, and imple-
menting other in-situ and ex-situ stubble manage-
ment techniques which will be funded by Central
Government and implemented by the State
Governments of Punjab, Haryana, UP and Delhi.
In September, the SC had rebuked the Delhi and
Central Government for delay in setting up of the
Smog Towers in Delhi. A few days back SC

appointed former judge, Justice Lokur as one man
committee to monitor stubble burning in Delhi,
and its neighbourhood, and report to SC directly
in 15 days.
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EPCA is monitoring the implementation of
the SC approved Action Plan, by the Centre and
the States. It also suggests other measures to the
States like setting up control room, obtaining
undertakings from big construction projects and
red and orange category industries on pollution.
Central Government is experimenting with PUSA
decomposer in farms in Delhi, Punjab, Haryana
and UP. It is also funding Smog Towers, in-situ
stubble management machines, farmer awareness
campaigns and has set off 50 teams of Central
Pollution Control Board for monitoring the situa-
tion in Delhi and its neighbourhood.

The steps taken by Punjab, Haryana and UP
as reported to EPCA, mentioned in its last
month’s report are: making in-situ stubble man-
agement machines available to farmers at highly
subsidised rates through purchase by farmer
directly, or on rental through village panchayats
and Farmer Producer Organisations by setting up
Custom Hire Centres. A mobile app is also being
launched for creating awareness in the farmers
about the scheme. Ex-Situ management steps are
also being taken for converting stubble into bio-
energy and power plants are being set up for the
purpose.

Despite of these steps by the Central
Government and the States, farmers especially of
Punjab and Haryana are complaining about not
receiving any help from the Governments, thus
being forced to burn the stubble. Hence, the
implementation of these schemes seems to be
rather thin on the ground, also its being reported
that the action against stubble fires has not been
as widespread this year, as before.
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Delhi needs 65% reduction in PM 2.5 to meet

the desirable national standard. The strategy for
that has to be comprehensive and multi-pronged.
First, adopting crop diversification, proper imple-
mentation of in-situ and ex-situ residue manage-
ment policies by States, creating a market for crop
residue, setting up crop residue collection system
based on municipal solid waste collection system
— thus giving alternative options to farmers to
opt out of stubble burning. 

Second, to fix Delhi’s broken public transport
infrastructure. There has been four-fold increase
in vehicles in Delhi between 2000-2018. The pan-
demic has further aggravated this trend, pushing
up the purchase and plying of private vehicles on
the road. Number of public buses in Delhi need to
be ramped up, while creating smooth connectivity
with the metro. Emission testing, which is only
25%, must be pushed up. More incentives on e-
vehicles like waiver of road fee and low interest
loans must be provided. Third, controlling the
road dust by intensive roadside plantation of big
crown trees, planting grass on the sideways and
improved solid waste management.

The writer is a public policy analyst,
and a lawyer, an alumnus of National

Law University, Jodhpur
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� Campaign called ‘Yuddh Pradhushan ke

Viruddh’
� Green War Room for monitoring,

enforcement compliance, complaint
redressal

� Green Mobile app for launching com-
plaints 

� Spraying PUSA decomposer for free in
fields for composting of stubble 

� Smog towers to come up in Connaught
Place and Anand Vihar in few months

� Strict anti-dust policy for construction
and demolition sites

� Smog guns for hotspots
� Transplantation policy for projects 
� Campaign ‘Red light on, Gaddi off ’
� E-vehicle policy — by 2024, 25% new

vehicles be electric

)#��*��%'��
+%'�!�!�'���
���
�,�$
���"��-
� Comes into effect in Delhi and its

neighbouring towns based on the
severity of pollution

� Put in effect from October 15, by
EPCA as AQI turned ‘very poor’

� Banning of electricity generators apart
from essential and emergency services,
was ordered under it

� Other measures include increasing bus
and metro services and raising the
parking fee

� Steps when situation turns ‘severe’: clo-
sure of brick kilns, water sprinkling,
frequent mechanised cleaning of roads,
maximisation of power from natural
gas

� ‘Emergency situation’ measures:
odd/even scheme, banning construc-
tion activity and entry of trucks in
Delhi 
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US elections are a spectacle

and roller coaster ride par
excellence with their inter-
twined doses of confetti and the
minitiarised Star-Spangled
Banner with the poignant Bald
Eagle in the background. It is
all symptomatic of the oeuvre
of symbolism, American
homeland’s verve and the patri-
otic and the MAGA phenom-
enon, (Make America Great
Again). The US elections are an
extravaganza normally but with
the Trump Administration bat-
tling the Covid-19 pandemic,
the spectacle and the larger
verve of the exciting hustings
have been dampened a bit. But,
no one can keep the palaver
about American Presidential
elections down for long, not
even a deprecatory Joe Biden,
who leads by a slender margin
of 10 per cent in the aftermath
of the first presidential debate
hosted by Wallace of Fox News
a few days backs.

In the first televised debate
between the twin candidates,
Joe Biden, the Democrat can-
didate, has raised questions
about the anti-pandemic poli-
cies and proclivities of
President Donald Trump. He
contended aloud in the Fox TV
moderated debate, “The
Administration should pro-
vide masks and other para-
phernalia to the American cit-
izens. It’s a different matter to
talk aloud about the measures
the Government has under-
taken. The functional aspect of
the Administration should not
be relegated to the backburn-
er in the light of hyperbole.”
Another brick bat which Joe
Biden utilised to beat the
incumbent with was the alle-
gation that the question of
removing the race factor from
the sensitivities list of the US
Marines was a blunder which
the presidential seat of power
which the White House has
indulged in. Thus in a manner
the debate brought out contra-
dictory aspects of US presi-
dential elections but the chutz-
pah attached with the elec-

tioneering extravaganza
remains subdued due to the
persistent essential evil of the
novel coronavirus which has
taken a heavy toll on the world’s
sole surviving superpower.

US elections in the past
were carried out in the grand
old rail road and big business
era of the United States through
whistle-stop tours carried on by
the candidates who addressed
audiences from the pulpits of
the last coaches of the trains.
Thus, apart from the foggy trail
of the big bosses of the politi-
cal parties, it can be ascertained
that the spectacle still remains
the core refrain of any US
elections in the past era too.
The strategy earlier was to
sway the voters with the hidden
intent of President Donald
Trump that he will win the
elections through the mod-
icum of postal ballots which
will be the praxis in a pandemic
infected scenario in the home-
land’s domestic polity, society
and economy. It might be a
close race and President
Donald Trump has lived true to
his image of lambasting the left
liberal domain of the
Democrats, especially in the
States of California and
Montana which need to be
strengthened as they are swing
States going by the nomencla-
ture of the American elec-
tions. This was one riposte can-
nily advanced by a fighting and
adversarial entrepreneur,
President Donald Trump pre-
sented in the televised debate
when being riled for the case of
Peter Floyd in Charlottesville.

It was in 2016 that the pre-
sumptive candidate, Hillary
Clinton, was leading till late in
the US elections but the white
collared vote along with the
ecclesiastical support base of
the WASP majority let him sail
through with the flailing Star-
Spangled Banner. Will it be the
same fate of the US elections in
line with what transpired in the
2016 contest with Hillary
Clinton? This happens to be a
million dollar question. Al

Jazzera has reported that Biden
is winning with the lot of
undecided voters while Joe
Biden is also taking an expanse
amid all kinds of voters. This
might be early days but the US
President has returned to the
White House in the wake of his
testing positive for coronavirus
which might be what the doc-
tors ordered for the electoral
fortunes of President Donald
Trump. The Democrats are
uselessly cranking up the fact
that single mothers have been
hard hit by the novel coron-
avirus retrenchment in an

unimaginative to ratchet up the
support of the single women
which Hillary too had attempt-
ed in the year 2016 to no avail.
So it’s a known and tried strat-
egy which did not work the
way of the Democrats in 2016
and is a fashionable tenet of
referring to fake concerns of lift
and liberals for spawning polit-
ical gains in the American
political firmament. Al Jazzera
reports, “The US Senate
Judiciary Committee
announced that it would open
a confirmation hearing for
President Donald Trump’s

Supreme Court nominee, Amy
Coney Barrett, on October 12,
making clear that an outbreak
of Covid-19 will not interfere
with the election schedule.”
Thus, the Opposition attempts
to ratchet up all possible per-
mutations and combinations
and commissions and com-
missions indulged in by the
American President in the
2020 election trail. 

As part of the process part
of the US elections in 2020, the
American Embassy has to
inform that, “Americans will go
to the polls on November 3,

2020 to cast their ballots for the
man who will serve as US
president for the following four
years, but first they must select
delegates who will vote at
national conventions to deter-
mine which candidates appear
on those ballots.” The
Democrats are also creating the
wily canard that President
Donald Trump is a Teflon
President and if Joe Biden does
not come through as the victor
then the grand American
nation would crack up badly
and inimitably.

In the contemporary times,

the US elections are slated to
take place in the month of
November, 2020. Joe Biden, the
Democratic presumptive can-
didate, made an issue out of the
Covid outbreak in the US
wherein, he cannily, forecasted
that President Donald Trump
would postpone the elections in
the light of the ravaging impact
of the pandemic which was
denied by President Donald
Trump and the Republic estab-
lishment. The initiation of the
Indian origin Kamala Harris is
being posited a voice of the
Indian diaspora in the United
States but little is known of her
in the sphere of foreign policy
making and decision-making
experience. Kamla Harris has
many times repeatedly stated,
“I am a Negro and I am a Negro
first and nothing more with my
American underpinnings.” She
has never actively confabulat-
ed with the public sphere in the
United States concerning her
Indian origins. She might be
the first non-white Vice
Presidential candidate but does
not have many credentials to
show off herself, as being the
sole feminine voice of the
Indian diaspora in the
American homeland. In sum-
mation it can be argued that a
stable but happening world
comity of States chaperoned by
the American dreamers and the
vishwa gurus might be the
panacea for what the doctor
ordered for the larger ecosys-
tem of nation states in a to be
turbulent and testy 2020. With
the pandemic becoming a larg-
er reality, it can be argued that
the gaffes committed by the
White House in the light of
calling the novel coronavirus as
a flu and a mild malady,
President Trump might still
romp home with the backing of
the global coalition of the
Quad comity of nations and the
global churn against China. 

(The writer teaches at
International Relations and
International Organisations,
IIPA, New Delhi) 
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The recently concluded New

Zealand parliamentary
election has once again brought
back Jacinda Ardern to power.
The election was scheduled for
September, but because of the
Covid-19 pandemic, it was
postponed by a month. Since
the introduction of the MMR
in the 1996, the Labour Party
has become the first ever party
to form Government on its
own, winning 64 seats out of
total 120 in the House of
Representatives. Looking at
the results: Labour Party 64
seats (49.1%), National Party 35
seats (26.8%), ACT
(Association of Consumers
and Taxpayers) 10 seats (8%),
Greens 10 seats (7.6%), NZ
First (2.7%), but no seat, Maori
Party 1 seat (1%) and others got
7.7 % (no seat), it is clear that
the centre-Left Labour has
recorded a landslide victory.

With this thumping victo-
ry, Ardern has spread the mes-
sage of stability and certainty to
the people of New Zealand.

Jacinda’s foray into politics
is an interesting story. With her
father being a police officer and
mother a school cook, Jacinda
had a ground experience of
poverty that her country was
facing. When she was 17, she
was an active Labour Party
worker. After completing her
degree in Communication
Studies in Politics and Public
Relations, she started working
for Helen Clarke, the then
Prime Minister of the country.
She also had the experience of
working in the UK Cabinet
Office when Tony Blair was the
Prime Minister of the UK. By
2008, she was back to her
country from London and
became an MP of the Labour
Party. One of her most con-
troversial political moves was
an attempt to introduce a Bill
to support gay rights in her

country. She even renounced
the Church of Jesus Christ
Latter-day Saints in her early
twenties as the Church’s views
on gay rights clashed with
hers. Thus, she is in favour of
equal rights for the LGBTs.

“Jacinda Mania” has final-
ly worked. She has been award-
ed an outright majority, with an
approval rating of 55 per cent.
The election was set behind an
extraordinary background
accompanying three pronged
crises — the first being a terror
attack, second the natural dis-
aster, and third the global pan-
demic of Covid-19. She has
been able to handle all the three
issues much better than any
other leader of the country. Her
unequivocal stand not to
defend the white man accused
of the terror attack in the
Chirstchurch area that killed 50
and wounded more than fifty in
mid-March 2019 earned her
admiration of the people. 

The mass shooter Brenton
Tarrant, an Australian white
man driven by anti-immigrant
and anti-Muslim sentiments,
was temporarily based in the
country before the incident
took place. In fact, an unsigned
manifesto before the carnage
on the Twitter and 8chan, an
online messaging platform
which has been used by anony-
mous accounts to share
extremist messages and cheer
on mass shooters, was posted
in Tarrant’s name. The attack
threatened the country, par-
ticularly the Muslim commu-
nity. Throughout the entire
crisis, Jacinda stuck to her
stand that the white gunman
was a terrorist and emphasised
that he did not represent the
people of New Zealand.

Second, when a volcanic
eruption rocked the White
Island or Whakaari, a small
volcanic Isle in New Zealand’s

Bay of Plenty, on December 9,
2019, it shocked the nation as
Covid-19 was already grip-
ping the world around the
same time. This was probably
the worst case scenario for the
islanders that killed more than
17 people. Jacinda joined a
nation-wide mourning on this
incident. The fact is that the
White Island is a summit of a
complex submarine volcano.
As the island is regularly visit-
ed by tourists, the Government
was extremely careful in taking
the best of the post-volcanic
disaster management mea-
sures.

Third, unlike many other
countries, the Covid-19 han-
dling was too early and fol-
lowed by extremely hard
actions by the Jacinda
Government. Its success in
controlling the virus has been
widely described as “crushing
the curve”. The island nation’s
Covid strategy was based on
speedy testing, contact tracing
and isolation, while adhering to
strict public health guidance
norms across the country.
Indeed, the country benefitted
from being a high income and
an island nation with an
advanced health care system at

its best. But the best part of the
Government was that it called
on its entire population to
fight the menace as a “team of
five million” to protect their
families, friends and all the
neighboring nations. And
Jacinda has earned rare repu-
tation and fame by taking such
preventing measures to save
her people from this health
havoc.

Her charisma is well appre-
ciated. On record, she has
become a Labour leader just
seven weeks before the 2017
parliamentary election that
gave her a rare opportunity to

grab power at Wellington with
a coalition Government with
the New Zealand First Party
and the Greens Party, although
she was able to score only sec-
ond highest number of votes.
But the country’s unique pro-
portional representation sys-
tem had helped her to form the
Government with these two
coalition partners. Very soon,
she was branded as an anti-
Trump liberal icon at a time
when the international com-
munity witnessed a wave of
rightist nationalist leaders
around the world. Again she
came into prominence for

wearing a Maori cloak, known
as “Korowai”, while meeting her
monarch Queen Elizabeth-II in
April 2018.

Jacinda’s popular slogan
“be strong, be kind” has
worked magic in this election.
And she has become the third
woman Prime Minister of the
country. She has driven a pos-
itive message across.
Considering her age, unlike the
other Opposition leaders, she
has long and bright future in
New Zealand’s politics. But
the critics and global political
experts say that the absolute
majority could be a problem for
her, even as top Opposition
leaders like Judith Collins of
the National Party has accept-
ed her defeat and she has
vowed to play the role of a
robust Opposition figure in
Parliament. 

Much more than this, peo-
ple have also voted on two crit-
ical referendums; the first being
the legalisation of euthanasia
and the second, for using
cannabis. The first will offer ter-
minally ill patients to go for
assisted dying. It is a binding
vote and if more than 50 per
cent voters say yes, this will be
implemented soon. The second
is related to the recreational use
of cannabis making legal. This
is not a binding vote which
implies that even if more than
50 per cent people say yes,
cannabis can’t be made legal on
the basis of this referendum.
The Jacinda Government has to
bring a fresh Bill to legalise this.
And finally when the results of
both these referendums are
expected on October 30, the
decisions delivered by the vot-
ers will make a lot for the entire
nation and especially for the
widely popular Jacinda.

(The writer is an expert on
international affairs)
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At the outset, I greet the valuable
readers on the solemn occasion of
Shardeya Navaratri, which ends

today, following a nine days of intense
prayer regime. The beauty of this particu-
lar festivity is that after spiritedly pursu-
ing prayers, it ends in a celebratory mode
on Vijaya Dashami — the day marked
with Lord Shri Ram’s victory over
demonic Ravana and freeing Sita from
his captivity. The question now is: Is it
just remembrance of that singular auspi-
cious event, or that it is supposed to offer
something relevant in today’s terms? If it
has some lessons for us in immediate
terms, then it is time to assess, what we
have gained during the process. 

Symbolically speaking, what does Sita
being freed from captivity mean for us in
contemporary terms? It needs to be
remembered that potentially we are born
with immense powers — in fact, divine.
That however, doesn’t involuntarily play
out, and mostly remains hidden within.
We need to explore, identify, acknowl-
edge, hone and then bring them out of
captivity of ignorance. 

The process as such is not easy. The
challenges are many. Remember, Mother
Goddess Durga is visualised having 10

hands. In eight, she carries armouries
made available by different Devtas, so as
to combat evil forces coming from as
many directions. Only two hands carry
accessories marked with creative poten-
tial — Conch shell in one and Lotus
flower in the other. Conch shell when
blown gets tu ned to cosmic forces. Lotus
flower marked with its beauty and splen-
dour is symbolic of creativity. But what
are those evil forces expectedly coming
from eight different directions? Are they
negative forces thrust by external factors,
or are they within us? Of course, we shall
have to combat challenges thrown by
external factors. But they can be spotted
and countered, if we pool in all resources
in hand and efficiently use them.

More challenging, however, are the
evil forces playing from within — our
preconditioned mind marked by our
unending cravings and temptations of
life, negative thought trends, lack of alert-
ness necessary for timely initiatives and
responses, and habit tendencies. All the
more because they stand in way of posi-
tives within coming out in full play.
Caught up in the usual flow of life, we
seldom care to identify, acknowledge and
address them within time. That makes it

incumbent upon us to first address the
evil forces playing from within.

Nine days of prayer regime is stipu-
lated with the above end in view. In the
process, the primary focus is on Mother
Goddess Durga, the epitome of Shakti.
For, all aspects of our dynamic existence
are primarily driven by nature driven
energy-orchestra (Shakti). And energy
remains a double edged weapon. When
judiciously used for productive ends, it is
rewarding and fulfilling. If, however,
knowingly or unknowingly it gets misdi-
rected — put to unbecoming acts — it
can prove self-defeating. How we apply
our energies in real terms, depends on
our unique character — positively or neg-
atively oriented. We need to be on full
alert to consciously use our power
towards well-meaning purposes. The
irony, however, is that ordinarily, our flir-
tatious mind remains caught up in the
tempting influences of the glare and glit-
ters of the seeming world. We keep pas-
sionately chasing what lies at the surface
level, randomly jumping from one desire
trend to the other. In the process, we sel-
dom remain alert enough to use our
power base in a reasoned way, and with
obvious consequences.

From the fourth day, we simultane-

ously pay attention to Mother Goddess
Laxmi marked with our creative aspira-
tions. This reminds us to remain focused
to our need based requirements. Nothing,
however, would come through, if we don’t
use our resources intelligently. So, during
the last three days, Mother Goddess
Saraswati, the epitome of knowledge and
wisdom is pursued. All through the
process, our indwelling negatives will
keep playing from within, which we
could identify and acknowledge. We are
supposed to make offerings of such
unseemly tendencies at the altar of
Mother trinity, so as to purify our mind.
Following which, we gain access to full
landscape of mind to come out with our
best. We then look at the issues in hand,
the aspirational urges, and challenges
coming our way in right perspective due.
That paves the way to negotiate with the
callings of life as an informed and wide
awake person with ease and comfort,
which may lead us to a better tomorrow.

Navaratri, thus, provides us with an
occasion to get periodically geared up to
take on life ahead in all strength. 
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