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India is committed to peace
but “it is also ready for any

eventuality,” was Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh’s stern
message to China from the
floor of Parliament on Tuesday
with regard to a massive build-
up on the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in the eastern
Ladakh.

Repeatedly blaming China
for attempted transgression of
LAC and aggressive behav-
iour, Singh said in the Lok
Sabha that the country’s forces
are fully-prepared, stocked with
arms, ammunition, food, and
winter clothing.

Speaking about the pro-
longed stand-off with China on
the Ladakh border, the Defence
Minister accused China of vio-
lating established rules and
conventions laid down by 1993
and 1996 agreements between
the two countries and “trans-
gressing” the border.

While stating that the
Indian Army is “battle-ready”,
Rajnath said the border issue
could be resolved by talks and
dialogue. He said that the onus
is on Beijing which has “pro-
voked us” by “violent con-
duct” when talks were still on
between the two sides.

The Defence Minister said
in the middle of May China
“attempted to transgress in
many places in the western sec-
tor, including Kongka La,
Gogra, Galwan and North

Bank of Pangong Lake. This
invited counter-measures from
Indian side”.

In his brief statement in the
House, Rajnath said China has
mobilised a large number of
troops on the LAC and India
too has made “suitable counter-
moves”. He said he could not go
into more details but assured
that armed forces are fully pre-
pared to protect the country’s
territorial integrity and sover-
eignty.

Rajnath said the country is
facing the challenging situation
in Ladakh and the entire House
should make a unanimous res-
olution to strongly back the
bravehearts at the borders pro-
tecting the country in a diffi-
cult situation. “Jawano ka hosla
buland hain”, he said amid
thumping of desks by the
members.

Congress MPs who want-
ed to ask questions on the issue
later walked out from the
House when Speaker Om Birla
reminded them of rule 370 say-
ing “no question can be asked
after Minister’s statement”.

The Defence Minister con-
stantly alluded to the “dis-
trust” created by China by its
actions on the ground while
talks between the two sides on
the military and diplomatic
level were underway during the
last few months. 

He said China had
increased its mobilisation on
the LAC since April and May,
this year, and tried to “trans-
gress” LAC. 
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The Government on Tuesday
said no actionable inputs

were received by the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) reveal-
ing the alleged nexus between
people in the film industry and
drug traffickers. 

This after veteran actress
and Parliamentarian Jaya
Bachchan alleged that a vicious
attempt was underway to
defame the film industry by
linking it to drug abuse.

Jaya’s charge invited a sharp
reaction from actress Kangana
Ranaut and strong backing
from several Bollywood
celebrities.

Replying to a written ques-
tion in the Lok Sabha, Union
Minister of State for Home G
Kishan Reddy said the NCB
carries out searches, seizures,
arrests and investigations con-
tinuously throughout the year
on the actionable inputs devel-
oped on its own or received
from other sources.

“During the period of
Covid-19 lockdown, no such
actionable inputs were received
by the NCB revealing the nexus
between people in the film
industry and drug traffickers,”
he said.

Speaking in the Rajya
Sabha, Jaya rebutted BJP MP
and film actor Ravi Kishan’s
comments in the Lok Sabha
about drug addiction in
Bollywood. Jaya said the film
industry was being “flogged by
social media and the
Government’s non-support”.

“Just because of a few peo-
ple, you cannot tarnish the

whole industry... I was really
embarrassed and ashamed that
yesterday one of our members
in the Lok Sabha, who is from
the industry, spoke against the
film industry. Jis thaali me
khaate hain, usi me chhed karte
hain,” Jaya said.

Ravi Kishan, a popular
actor of Bhojpuri and Hindi
films, raised in Parliament the
drug-related allegations that
have emerged against the film
industry in the Sushant Singh
Rajput investigations. He
alleged a “conspiracy” by
Pakistan and China to destroy
the country’s younger citizens. 

Jaya further said such state-
ments were meant to divert
attention from the state of the

economy and unemployment
in the country. 

“The entertainment indus-
try in our country provides
direct employment every day to
five lakh people and indirect
employment to five million
people. At a time when the
financial situation is in a
depressing state and employ-
ment is at the worst level, in
order to divert the attention of
the people, we are being used
to be flogged by social media
and the Government’s non-
support.

But people who have made
their name in this film indus-
try have called it a gutter. I
completely disagree,” the SP
MP said.
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The Union Home Ministry
on Tuesday informed the

Lok Sabha that no leader in
Jammu & Kashmir is current-
ly under house arrest.It, how-
ever, admitted that 223 people
in J&K are under detention.

Interestingly, another inter-
esting detail was found missing
in the statement. It was on July
31, 2020 the detention of for-
mer Jammu & Kashmir Chief
Minister Mehbooba Mufti
under the stringent Public
Safety Act was extended by
three months. 

Minister of State (Home) G
Kishan Reddy  in a written
reply to a question raised by
Trinamool Congress MP

Saugata Ray said, “The
Government of Jammu &
Kashmir has reported that after
the abrogation of Article 370 in
August last year various mea-
sures were taken to maintain
public order, which included
preventive detention of certain
persons.”

“As on September 11, 223
persons are under detention.
No person is under house
arrest in the UT of Jammu &
Kashmir,” he said.

Meanwhile, a close aide of
Mehbooba and  a former
Cabinet Minister reacted
sharply labeling it a “blatant
lie”.Naeem Akhtar, a former
Minister in the Mehbooba
Government tweeted, there are
many categories of lies. 
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India’s Covid-19 caseload
crossed 5 million marks on

Tuesday as the pandemic
showed no sign of plateauing
out any sooner.

Maharashtra breached a
landmark of 30,000 deaths on
Tuesday, as an all-time high 515
people succumbed to Covid-
19, while 20,482 more people
tested positive for the pan-
demic in various parts of the
State. The number of new cases
is nearly 4,000 lower than the
State’s highest single-day tally.

India on Tuesday recorded
82,375 new cases and 1,237
deaths. There has been a gen-
eral trend that due to the lag
effect of reduced testing at the
weekend, the first two days of
the weeks show relatively fewer
cases. This may explain slight-
ly subdued numbers on
Monday (81,000 cases and
Tuesday. Last week, India
recorded more than 97,000

new cases twice in a single day.
Each of the four worst-

affected States — Maharashtra,
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu
and Karnataka — recorded
fewer cases than their highest
single-day spike. 

But Uttar Pradesh (6,841
cases), Delhi (4,261 cases) and
West Bengal (3,237 cases)
showed no sign of any weak-
ening in the spread of the pan-
demic.
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Itanagar: Arunachal Pradesh Chief  Minister Pema Khandu
said that he tested positive for Covid-19 on Tuesday and is
presently in home isolation in New Delhi. “I have undergone
Covid test RT-PCR and have tested positive for Covid19. I am
asymptomatic and feeling healthy,” Khandu tweeted. 
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The Congress on Tuesday
questioned the absence of

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in the Lok Sabha when
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh made a statement on the
India-China border standoff. 

The Congress also wanted
to know if the Chinese have
encroached on Depsang
Plains, Gogra, Pangong-Tso
Lake till Finger 8, Y-junction
in Bhutan, Lipulekh Pass in
Uttarakhand and in Arunachal
Pradesh.

Former Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi, who is
abroad currently accompany-
ing his mother and interim

party chief Sonia Gandhi for
a health check-up, attacked the
Prime Minister for “mislead-
ing” the country over Chinese
transgressions.“The country
has always stood by its armed
forces and will continue to do

so in future. But Modiji, when
will you stand against China?
When will we take back the
land of our country from
China? Don’t be scared of
taking China’s name,” Rahul
tweeted.
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The State Cabinet on
Tuesday approved a pro-

posal to amend the Odisha
Goods and Services Tax
(OGST) Bill, 2017 and replace
the Odisha Goods and Services
Tax (Amendment) Ordinance,
2020 and Odisha Goods and
Services Tax (Second
Amendment) Ordinance, 2020.

As per the approval, 12 sec-
tions and paragraph 4 of
Schedule II of the OGST Act,
will be amended and Odisha
Goods and Services Tax
(Amendment) Ordinance,
2020 (Odisha Ordinance 5 of
2020) and Odisha Goods and
Services Tax (Second
Amendment) Ordinance, 2020

(Odisha Ordinance 6 of 2020)
will be replaced.The OGST
Act was amended to provide
various facilities to the taxpay-
ers and tax authorities. 

They include extension of
scope of ineligibility to opt for
composition scheme, delinking
the date of issuance of debit
note from the date of issuance
of the underlying invoice for
the purpose of availing input
tax credit and empowering
proper officer to allow cancel-
lation of registration of the reg-
istered taxpayers who have
voluntarily obtained registra-
tion under Section 25 (3) of the
said Act. 

It would also grant power
to Additional or Joint
Commissioner to extend the
time limit by further 30 days to
file an application for revoca-
tion of cancellation of regis-

tration subject to sufficient
cause being shown and to
empower government to spec-
ify categories of services or sup-
plies in respect of which a tax
invoice would be issued along
with time and manner for
issuance of such invoice.
Besides, it would provide a cer-
tificate of TDS issued by
deductor of tax.

It extends punishment to a
person who causes to commit
offence of availing fraudulent
Input Tax Credit and also to a
person who retains benefit
thereto making such offences a
cognizable and non-bailable
offence It also empowers
Government to make provision
for issuance of removal of dif-
ficulties order for another two
years, i.e. till five years from
date of commencement of the
OGST Act, 2017.
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The Covid-19 cases contin-
ued to surge in the State as

3,645 new positive cases were
reported on Tuesday from
across all 30 districts. With this,
the total positive tally rose to
1,58,650.Of the new cases,
2,151 were detected from quar-
antine centres while 1,494 were
local contacts. 

Khordha district yet again
reported the highest 517 cases
followed by Cuttack 357, Puri
246, Bargarh 157 and Baleswar
156, Bhadrak 143, Mayurbhanj
137, Sambalpur 127, Jajpur

116, Subarnapur 99,
Jagatsinghpur, Kandamal and
Koraput 95 each, Jharsuguda
91, Nabarangpur and Nuapada
90 each, Sundargarh 84,
Kalahandi and Rayagada 79
each, Kendrapada 75,
Dhenkanal 68, Keonjhar 56,
Ganjam 46, Angul and Balangir
39 each, Nayagarh 38,
Malkangiri 33, Boudh 30,
Deogarh 15 and Gajapati nine.

Besides, 355 positives were
recorded from the State pool,
the highest so far.  Meanwhile,
with eight more deaths on the
day, the total toll in the State
rose to 645. Significantly, there
was no death registered in
Khordha district that includes
Bhubaneswar.Cuttack district
reported three deaths and
Boudh, Kandhamal, Rayagada,

Sambalpur and Subarnapur
one each. The deceased in
Cuttack included a 50-year-old
man, a 52-year-old man and a
45-year-old man. The other
deceased were a 65-year-old
woman of Boudh, a 55-year-old
man of Kandhamal, a 50-year-
old man of Rayagada, a 51-
year-old man  Sambalpur  and
a 70 -year-old man of
Subarnapur.

However, another 3,714
patients recovered on the day,
taking the total recoveries to
1,25,738. The highest 744
recovered in Khordha district
followed by Bargarh 397,
Cuttack 375, Jajpur 242, Puri
201, Mayurbhanj 152,
Jharsuguda 117, Baleswar and
Koraput 115 each, Kandhamal
100, Jagatsinghpur 93.
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Opposing the Ordinance
recently passed by the

Odisha Government to
amend the Odisha
Universities Act, 1989, Union
Minister  Dharmendra
Pradhan on Tuesday sought
inter vent ion of  Union
Education Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ saying
that the changes promulgat-
ed by the State are not in har-
mony with the Central
Government policies.

In a letter to the Union
Education Minister, Pradhan
also stated that the Odisha
Universities (Amendment)
Ordinance, 2020 is in con-
trary to the vision of the
Prime Minister enshrined in
the National  Educat ion
Policy, 2020 to promote

autonomy of academic insti-
tutions to pursue excellence
in teaching and research.

The amendments made
to the Act are in contradic-
tion with the practices in
other States, he also observed.
Pradhan further said the
amendments would strip
away the autonomy of uni-
versities. 

“Replacing the important
role and functions of the
apex Senate body with the
bureaucratic Syndicate body,
which will effectively be run
by State  Government
appointed nominees, includ-
ing Secretary to the Syndicate
who will also be appointed as
the Registrar,” his letter stat-
ed.

Restricting the search and
appointment of the Vice-
Chancellor by the forced
entry of a nominee in the
Search Committee and fur-
ther constraining it to a lim-
ited number of non-academ-
ic candidates, he said.

Opposing the recruit-
ment of faculty members
through the Odisha Public
Service Commission and
nonteaching staffs through
the State Selection Board, he
said the move would destroy

the academic sanctity of the
staff appointments. 

“Removal of the tabling
of University Audit report in
the State  Legis lat ive
Assembly, unscrupulously
crippling the Constitutional
process of discussion and
scrutiny of utilisation of pub-
lic funds,” he said. 

Citing the Supreme Court
judgement in the Osmania
University Teachers’ Union
Vs State of Andhra Pradesh,
Pradhan asserted that the
Odisha Ordinance would be
struck down in court.
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Atotal of 342 new Covid-19
positive cases were detect-

ed under the Bhubaneswar
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) area on Tuesday, tak-
ing the city’s total tally to
16,933.

Of the new cases, 98 were
from quarantine centres, all
linked with earlier positive
cases. Besides, 244 were local
contact cases.However, 387
persons also recovered from
the infection on the day, tak-
ing the city’s total recoveries to
12,228.

So far, out of the total
16,933 positive cases, 4,568 are
active ones. Till now, the city
has registered 64
fatalities.“Further contact trac-
ing are still continuing. 

Primary contacts and
nearby houses are being quar-
antined, sanitised and would
be under active surveillance.
All the new positive cases
have been shifted to Covid
Hospitals,” the BMC said.
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The Covid-19 crisis and our
efforts at flattening the

curve has introduced various
changes in life, both personal
and professional. ‘Work from
Home’ is the new reality for
many, and also the
Government and medical per-
sonnel recommended one for
proper functioning of economy

while maintaining employee
safety and health. All of a sud-
den Zoom.us meetings are as
important as our morning cof-
fee. Are the days of early morn-
ing conference room briefings
gone? They might not have
completely disappeared forev-
er, but we will see adaption to
this fairly new culture of work-
ing from home. 

Home is the new office.
People are facing challenges –
change, technology, dividing
living space and work space,
keeping up the spirit in this
new work from home style. But
slowly they are getting used to
it, and treating it as another
new normal. Covid-19 has led
both Governments and busi-
nesses to find a way to function
while minimising the spread of
the virus. 

While restricting regular
commute and travel for busi-
ness, companies worldwide are
focusing on how to derive
most from their employees
while asking them to stay away
from physical offices and work-

stations. Of course some areas,
such as those involved in
healthcare or manufacturing
and production and other crit-
ical industry, cannot embrace
work from home, most
employees in other industries
can be mandated to work
remotely. 

However, working from
home does come with its
unique set of challenges, as
employees have to battle new
distractions that they are not
used to. Home is traditionally
supposed to be a place of
peace, love and family. 

Introducing a possible
high-stress environment with-
in the confines of what is our
safe space is something we
need to adapt to. It is a fusion
of our work and private life. 

This is something both the
employer and the employee
have to understand, in order to
successfully implement a
remote work culture while
maintaining sanity inside the
residence. This Covid- 19 cri-
sis has shown us that employ-

ees have the capacity to work
from home, which might
reduce the real estate need of
commercial or office spaces.
Learning to communicate from
distance, managing employee
tasks and client needs, and
meeting deadlines will be one
of the many hurdles that one
has to overcome while working
remotely. 

Apart from this personal
distractions or responsibilities
have to balanced, for instance,
caring for a dog or a child, tech-
nical issues because of lack of
IT support, laptop fatigue, long
period of sitting in noner-
gonomic places, general lack of
productivity which one might
associate with being at an
office. 

Working from home does
come with some positives, such
as less noise and air pollution,
consumption of electricity, sav-
ing time on commute while
being safe from the spread of
the virus. Companies and lead-
ers can pitch in too by pro-
moting better work-life bal-

ance, encouraging employees to
set up an organised workstation
within the confines of their
homes, encourage technology
embracement and provide fast
online support to network or
technical issues that might be
cause halts in work.  Further
using frequent breaks, exercise
and walks can also bring down
any fatigue developing amongst
those working from home. 

Encouraging social calls
within the office setup can
also bring out better perfor-
mance in a similar way com-
peting peers bring out the best
in each other. Leaders and
managers also need to adapt to
this change.

And more often than that,
it is how they adapt to this new
normal is what will define the
success of remote work.
Managers have to be approach-
able and deal with crises in a
proper manner, through estab-
lishing trust and proper com-
munication.

They need to be positive
and understand both the

advantages and disadvantages
of a particular situation, only
then can they pass it on to
those working in their team.
Proper decisions taken at the
correct time along with clear
communication of instruction
and collection of feedback can
help improve productivity of
the team as a whole.

Emphasising on good
company values and ethics
which can be replicated with-
in the confines of the home can
only build a stronger workforce
which can remain efficient
while maintaining social dis-
tancing norms. 

Of course one cannot repli-
cate the benefits which come
with people being in close
proximity with each other,
bouncing ideas off each other,
as well as the collaborative
effort which might be slightly
compromised in remote work.
However, we as humans have
adapted so much over these last
centuries, and necessity has
made us build so many beau-
tiful inventions, and I can sure

we can make remote work a
new normal and reinvent and
purpose our work lives around
it. This is a time of deep uncer-
tainty and disruption, but it is
an opportunity to adapt to a
new normal. Even in the after-
math of Covid - 19, I believe we
will see an increase in remote
work, web conferencing and
online meetings and slowly
become comfortable with that
type of technology.

Flexible system that would
allow people to work from
home if needed will be normal
too. Remote work requires a lot
of discipline from the employ-
ees and management. 

As the world focuses right
now on the safety and health of
employees, serving clients and
helping communities, we will
have to adapt. Some of the
methods we can use to make
things more comfortable and
ease into this transition period
are through balancing individ-
ual needs and collective goals.
Try to develop a routine, sched-
ule frequent breaks, commu-

nicate and express if you are
finding things difficult, be
available during working hours
and switch off during post
work so that your two lives
remain distinctly separate from
each other. 

Remote work is here to
stay, so the sooner we start to
understand it and create a cor-
porate culture which nurtures
this way of working, tackles the
challenges thrown and moves
past the trial phase, the soon-
er we will be ready for the next
chapter of what the job market
and the economy will require
of all of us. 

Balancing the interest of
the company, the management
and the individual while being
connected only through a video
link is something we have to
look to quickly embrace,
understand, be comfortable
with and prosper. This is the
new normal.

(Dr Samanta is MP,
Kandhamal, and founder, KIIT
& KISS)
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The State Cabinet on
Tuesday approved a tender

of Rs 138,74,48,210 for con-
struction of a high-level bridge
over the Subarnarekha river in
Baleswar district.

The tender is the lowest
one awarded to L&T Geo-
L&T UJV DFSB-5 Company. 

The bridge would be
993.12 meter long and 62.07
meter wide connecting
Jamkunda under Baliapal
block to Adangapantei under

Bhograi block and the con-
struction work would be com-
pleted within 30 months,
informed a Government
release.

The proposed bridge
would provide direct link
between Baliapal block and
Bhograf block and also connect
the economically and cultur-
ally important places like
Subamarekha mouth port,
Chandaneswar and
Bhusundeswar etc.

It will improve better
communication facilities and
reduce distance between the
two blocks resulting in indus-
trial and economic develop-
ment of the people of those
areas, informed the release.
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BJD member Sasmit Patra on
Tuesday reiterated in Rajya

Sabha Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik’s demand for allot-
ment of a suitable land in
Delhi for setting up of an
Odisha Cultural Centre and
Library. 

Dr Patra said the project
would add to the richness and
diversity of the national capi-
tal as well as showcase to the
world the rich culture, heritage,
legacy and traditions of Odisha.

“While the dance form of
Odishi has achieved world-
wide acclaim, Odia language is
recognised as one of the six
Indian classical languages. 

Odia cuisine, textiles,
handloom and handicrafts are
known for their richness in cul-
ture. However, people of
Odisha do not have a suitable
permanent space in Delhi,

where they can showcase such
cultural richness of the State,”
he said.Dr Patra pointed out
that many States like Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh have been provided
space in the national capital to
host cultural and social events
for promotion of their cultures.

The Odisha Government’s
move would attract both for-
eign and domestic tourists,
popularising the cultural forms
of Odisha, he said.

Notably, Naveen Patnaik
on December 7 last year had
written to the Union Housing
and Urban Development
Minister in this regard.
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It was a proud moment for
Odisha as several MPs were

seen wearing Sambalpuri
design masks in the Parliament
on Monday. Bargarh MP
Suresh Pujari gifted the
Sambalpuri textile masks to the
parliamentarians and described

it as an act to popularise the
traditional hand-woven mate-
rial of western Odisha.

Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan also
posted a photo on Twitter
thanking Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman for wear-
ing a Sambalpuri mask in the
Parliament.
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The State Government has
declared all Tehsildars and

Additional Tehsildars as Estate
Officers for the purpose of evic-
tion of unauthorized occupa-
tions from public premises.

In this regard, the Revenue
and Disaster Management
Department has issued specif-
ic notification to empower the
Tehsildars to safeguard the
public property appropriate-
ly.Principal Secretary Revenue
and Disaster Management
Bishnupada Sethi has directed
all the district Collectors to take
necessary action keeping in
view the notification issued in
this regard.Because of wrong
interpretation of legal provi-
sions, field revenue officials like
Tehsildars were not taking

steps to evict encroachers and
other illegal occupants from
Government land in urban
areas.

Earlier, on wrong inter-
pretation of legal provisions an
instruction was issued in which
it was categorically stated that
the Estate Officers are only
authorized to evict encroachers
from public premises under
OPP (EOU) Act and Tehsildars
have no jurisdiction in urban
areas in this regard.

Accordingly the Tehsildars
were not taking up eviction of
encroachments in urban areas
with the plea of having no juris-
diction. Principal Secretary,
Revenue and Disaster
Management Department,
Sethi was of the view that
since the Tehsildars have orig-
inal jurisdiction, they can take

up eviction work to save pub-
lic properties. In order to
remove ambiguity, the Revenue
Department has declared
Tehsildars as Estate Officers
under the provisions of the Act.

Notably, taking advantage
of poor coordination between
urban bodies, police, magis-
trates and other officials, thou-
sands acres of the Government
land are under the possession
of illegal encroachers. 

However, after Tehsildars
are declared as Estate Officers
under the Act and appropriate
clarification has been issued
reminding their jurisdiction
and power, now it will be eas-
ier to protect public properties
in the urban zones.
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AState Cabinet meeting
held under the chair-

manship of Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on Tuesday
approved a proposal for
amendment of the Odisha
Local Fund Audit Act, 1948
for facilitating issuance of
surcharge notices and orders
on officers and officials.

Under the provisions of
the Act, difficulties were faced
to physically serve surcharge
notices and orders on delin-
quent officers in time since it
was always not possible to
readily track the present
address of officers and offi-

cials as they get transferred
often.The Act is now amend-
ed to include electronic mode
of service of surcharge notices
and orders on the delinquent
officers and officials by mak-
ing the notices and orders
available in the HRMS portal
of the State Government in
addition to the existing man-
ual  modes of  ser vice,
informed an official release. 
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An under-trial prisoner
(UTP) at the Jharpada

Special Jail here died while
undergoing treatment at hos-
pital on Tuesday.

Later, his swab sample
later tested positive for Covid-
19.

The deceased Jugal
Khandual was an accused in
the chit fund scam and had
been lodged in the jail since
2019.

Khandual complained of
fever, following which he was
admitted to a Capital Hospital
here on September 13 and
then shifted to the SCB
Medical College Hospital,
Cuttack, where he died.

His swab sample was col-
lected for coronavirus test and
it tested positive. He had come
in contact with several inmates
in the jail. 

The jail authorities have
asked the Bhubaneswar
Municipal Corporation
(BMC) for test of the inmates. 
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Pipili MLA Pradeep
Maharathy has tested pos-

itive for Covid-19, he has
informed.

Maharathy urged those
who came in contact with him
during the last few days to
undergo Covid-19 tests if
required.

Notably, all MLAs would
undergo Covid-19 tests before

commencement of the State
Assembly session beginning
from September 29. Besides,
noted Odia film actor Sritam
Das on Tuesday informed that
he has tested positive for
Covid-19 and is currently
under home quarantine.

“I shall not be attending
any shoot or social gathering,”
he said.His fans and friends
flooded his timeline wishing
his speedy recovery.
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The Orissa High Court has
deferred the hearing on

the three PILs seeking exemp-
tions of school fees for students
in private schools owing to
Covid-19 crisis to September
22.

A Bench of Chief Justice
Mohammad Rafiq and Justice
BR Sarangi adjourned the hear-
ing as the School and Mass
Education Department sought
more time for submission of
report on the outcome of the
mediation over the dispute.

On September 1, the court
had issued the order for medi-
ation over the dispute after the
Government, through the
advocate general, said it was
prepared to convene a meeting

of the representatives of private
un-aided and aided educa-
tional institutions and repre-
sentatives of parents and teach-
ers’ association.

Notably, three petitioners,
lawyer Mahammad Mustaq
Ansari, Prahallad Rout of
Bhubaneswar and Odisha
Private School Parents’
Association, had sought that
private school be asked to
waive fees for students from
March to June in view of Covid. 

In its order, the HC asked
the department secretary to
submit a report after making an
attempt to make an consensus
for waiver of portion of fees
payable by the students or
deferment of part of fees.

The court had asked to
examine whether any unrea-

sonable fees is being demand-
ed by any private educational
institution.

Odisha Abhibhabak
Mahasangha (OAM) chairman
Basudev Bhatt informed that 14
members out of 15 member-
committed authorised by the
court have agreed upon an
MoU for a fee waiver.

“We have requested with
folded hand before them (14
members) to help parents in
this pandemic situation.

It was historical, all the
members agreed with the very
high waiver of fees,” said Bhatt.
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Police on Tuesday busted a
sex racket operating at

Baliapanda in Puri and rescued
two girls. Three persons were
also arrested for allegedly run-
ning the racket.

Based on a complaint filed
by a girl, the police raided a
room in Krishna Sea Site apart-
ment in Baliapanda area and
unearthed the sex racket. Three
persons were held from the
room whereas another man-
aged to escape from the spot.

During the preliminary
investigation, the police ascer-
tained that the young girls
were brought from Khordha
district to Puri with the help of
middlemen and engaged in
flesh trade. 

A Scorpio, Rs 4,200 cash,
medicine and other objection-
able items were seized from the
room during the search.

The accused were identi-
fied as Chinmaya Swarup
Panda from Jajpur Road.
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The Orissa High Court on
Tuesday decided to deliver

on Wednesday the final verdict
on a batch of at least 25 writ
petitions filed by different Puja
Committees of Cuttack city
seeking judicial intervention to
relax the administrative restric-
tions imposed on the Durga
Puja celebrations.

A Division Bench headed
by Chief Justice Mohammad
Rafiq adjourned the hearing
when a consensus emerged
among the petitioners’ counsels
and the Government counsels
that a meeting would be con-
vened by the police adminis-
tration later in the evening to
address the issue amicably.

The meeting convened by
the DCP to decide the matter
was underway when this report
was prepared. 

A limited number of office
bearers of Puja Committees,
local leaders, counsels of the

petitioners and some intellec-
tuals and senior citizens were
invited to the meeting.

The petitions have chal-
lenged the Government’s dik-
tat for limiting the height of the
clay idols of the deities to four
feet and cover the puja pandals
from three sides. The Puja
Committees are upset over
these two restrictions.

Since idol making is a long
exercise, some pandals had
already begun making them
since last month. And the idol
makers particular formats for
different idols.
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The State Government has
directed the private hospi-

tals in five major urban zones
to mandatorily designate min-
imum 50 per cent of their
general beds and 80 per cent of
their ICUs for treatment of
Covid-19 patients.

ACS Health and Family
Welfare Pradipta Kumar
Mohapatra has issued an advi-
sory for the private hospitals
having bed strength of 30 and
above in Bhubaneswar,
Cuttack, Sambalpur,
Brahmapur and Rourkela.

With more and more
patients requiring beds and
ICU facilities, the State
Government has taken the
decision and issued the advi-

sory in this regard on
September 14. Hospitals shall
charge the patients at the rate
as communicated by the State
Government earlier.

In the meantime, the State
Government has decided to
close down Temporary Medical
Centers(TMC) and Covid Care
Home(CCH) with immediate
effect as occupancy in these
facilities are virtually ‘nil’.

ACS Health and Family
Welfare Mohapatra has direct-
ed the district Collectors and
Municipal Commissioners to
immediately close down the
TMCs and CCHs. The notifi-
cation also  pointed out that as
the occupancy in CCHs has
dramatically fallen and in many
of them there are no patients,
so these institutions will be

closed down, where there are
no patients.  And in other
places where the occupancy is
less it should be scaled down
and the requisite manpower be
re-mobilized to their original
positions.

In case of CCHs, the health
personnel can be redeployed in
the districts, where their ser-

vices can be better utilized. 
Mohapatra directed the

district Collectors to personal-
ly monitor this and give com-
pliance on daily basis to Special
Relief Commissioner (SRC). In
case of any emergency require-
ment of these facilities, it can
be created at a short notice as
buffer, said Mohapatra.
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The Economic Offences
Wing (EOW) of  the

Odisha Crime Branch has
arrested two persons, includ-
ing a senior manager of the
Punjab National Bank (PNB),
in a loan fraud case.

The accused are Srikanta
Prasad Prusty,  Senior
Manager-cum-Assessment
Officer, PNB, and Kali Prasad
Mishra, proprietor of KP
Solutions, Nageswar Tangi,
Bhubaneswar.

They have been appre-
hended under Sections 406,
420, 467, 468, 471, and 120(B)
IPC on the basis of a com-
plaint lodged by PNB Circle
Head, Bhubaneswar, Paresh
Kumar Das. 

It is alleged that in con-
spiracy with the bank officers,
Kali Prasad Mishra, who deals
with wholesaling and retail
trading of tiles, sanitary items
and electronic goods, had
availed cash credit (CC) loan
of Rs 2.5 crore by mortgaging
the property of three guaran-
tors, who during enquiry,

denied to have signed the
documents and kept the prop-
erties as mortgage for the
loan.

During investigation, it
was ascertained that the
accused loanee used fake
KYC documents including
electricity bills and Voter
Identity cards in names of
three guarantors, who pur-
portedly stood guarantors
and mortgaged their immov-

able property located at
Madhupatna, Cuttack, in the
year 2017 whereas the facts
remained that one of the
guarantors had expired in the
year 2014, more than three
years prior to the loan sanc-
tioned.

Accused Prusty, the then
PNB Senior Manager, Bapuji
Nagar Branch, in criminal
conspiracy with the loanee
had recommended for sanc-

tion of the loan of Rs 250 lakh
by accepting the forged doc-
uments mentioning to have
verified the identities of guar-
antors and also entertaining
the impersonators for  guar-
antors to sign mortgage deeds
knowing very well that they
were not the owners ofprop-
erties. 

The loan is now out-
standing to tune of Rs 267.33
lakh.
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BJP’s Ganjam unit is cele-
brating the 70th birthday of

the Prime Minister Narendra
Modi with great enthusiasm
and organising an array of
social service programmes
across the district, said former
district president and senior
leader Kanhu Charan Pati here.

The birthday is also being
celebrated at the district BJP
Office at Gandhinagar square
with social welfare pro-
grammes, he added. The party

organised a “health camp” here
on Sunday to provide free
healthcare services to the pub-
lic through an application
Corona “SahayaApp” devel-
oped and dedicated to the
public recently.The health
camp was organised at
Gollagaon Raghunathpur in
ward No.1 where hundreds of
people were provided  health-
care consultations and distrib-
uted medicines. Notably, the
party observes Modi’s birthday
from September 14 to 20 as
Seva Saptah.
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The Congress got a jolt here
when general secretary

Surekaha Sahu left the party
with her supporters and joined
the BJD in the office of former
MLA of Sambalpur Dr
Raseswari Panigrahi. BJD dis-
trict observer Minati Behera
and district president Laxmi
Pradhan were present.   

In her reply to media for
leaving Congress after almost
three decades, Sahu said, “I am
greatly influenced by the
dynamic and clean leadership
of Naveen Patnaik and former
MLA Raseswari Panigrahi who
have changed the fate of the
State and Sambalpur, respec-
tively. 

They can take Odisha in
the further path of develop-
ment.” Moreover, Congress is
not going in the right track, she
added. Ten other senior lead-
ers of the party also joined BJD
along with her. Dr Panigrahi
said, “Surekha’s presence in
BJD will further strengthen
the party.”
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Aman reportedly died min-
utes after getting the news

of testing positive for Covid-19
at the Dhenkanal District
Headquarters Hospital on
Monday.

The deceased Sushant
Kumar Prusty of Angul had
been brought to the hospital by
his wife and brother-in-law
for Covid-19 test as he had
developed flu-like symptoms. 

He was unattended at the
hospital for several hours, his

family members alleged. Later,
he tested positive for Covid-19
in the antigen test.Knowing
that that he has tested positive
for the virus, Prusty collapsed,
the Chief District Medical
Officer CDMO) said. 

A doctor wearing PPE kit
examined him and declared
him dead.

A heartrending video of
the deceased’s wife adminis-
tering CPR to him in an
attempt to revive her husband
has surfaced on social media
and gone viral.
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The Network for Youth
Development and Healthy

Environment (NYDHEE), a
NGO based in Bhubaneswar
and the Jiv Daya Foundation
(JDF) of the USA on Friday
distributed dry ration items to
over 125 most vulnerable
households in Themra GP of
Bongamunda block in Balangir
district Friday.

Barkani Sarpanch Lilabati
Bag handed over the dry ration
packs to poor families, migrant
workers, people with disabili-
ties, single women. Each dry
ration pack included 5 kg
wheat flour, 15 kg rice, 1 kg
cooking oil, 2 kg jaggery, 1 kg
salt and 2 kg lentils (dal), 3 kg
patato, 2 kg onion, spices and
soya chunks.

NYDHEE director Prasant
Muduli said his organisation
along with the have already dis-
tributed more than 450 dry
ration kits to most margin-
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Aman was burnt to death
when the motorcycle he

was travelling caught fire after
a road accident on National
Highway-57 near Rangamatia
in the Daspalla area of
Nayagarh district on Tuesday.

The motorcycle and an
ambulance collided head-on,
following which the two-

wheeler caught fire. The flames
engulfed the deceased and he
was charred to death. On being
informed, Fire Service per-
sonnel from Daspalla rushed to
the spot and doused the flames.
Police recovered the body and
sent it to Daspalla Community
Health Centre (CHC) for post-
mortem. Till last reports came
in, the identity of the deceased
was yet to be ascertained.
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Awoman was killed and
her husband and their

two-year-old daughter were
critically injured when the
motorcycle by which they
were travelling was hit by a
pickup van on NH-60 in the
Jaleswar area of Baleswar dis-
trict on Tuesday morning.

Ashwini Kumar Samal
(36) of Aruha village was
travelling to Nangada Sahi
with his wife Mamata (32)
and daughter after coming to
know the death of one of his
relatives.

The pickup van hit the
two-wheeler from rear, killing
the woman on the spot and
injuring the father-daughter
duo. The driver of the van fled
the spot after the mishap.

Locals rescued Smal and
his daughter and admitted
them to the Jaleswar Hospital.

The two were later shifted to
the Baleswar Distr ict
Headquarters Hospital. Police
recovered the woman’s body
for postmortem and started
an investigation.
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While delivering the key
note address during the

inaugural session of the ICSI
Teachers Conference, Director,
IIM, Sambalpur, Prof Mahadeo
Jaiswal shared two key factors
that attract global talent in a
country – quality of higher edu-
cation and quality of employ-
ment which should be more
innovation-based and less
labour-based.

Mahadeo believes India has
the potential to get into top
rankings of the world for which
the National Education Policy
(NEP) is a great way to take the
lead. He enlightened the partic-
ipants with 3 Ms that are key to
empowering education and
teachers – Method, Model, and
Mode.During the technical ses-

sions of the conference,  Dr
(Prof) Samson Moharana, Head
and Dean, School of Commerce,
Birla Global University,   Dr
(Prof) Ranjan Kumar Bal, for-
mer PG Council Chairman,
Utkal University, CS Deepak
Kumar Khaitan, CS Siddhartha
Murarka, Central Council
Member, the ICSI addressed on
“New Companies Act, 2013,
New Education Policy”.CS

Prabhat Kumar Nayak,
Chairman, ICSI, Bhubaneswar
Chapter, CA and CS Vijaya
Batth, Assistant Professor, Xavier
Schools of Commerce, Xavier
University, CS Mayak Tiwari,
Assistant Professor, National
Law University, Odisha also
spoke on the occasion. A large
number of teachers from dif-
ferent colleges and universities
institutions attended.
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Two persons were killed and
four others injured in a

road accident near Hansa
under the Seshakhala police
limits on Tuesday afternoon.

While six persons from
Andhra Pradesh were return-
ing home by a Toyota car after
paying obeisance to Maa Majhi
Ghariani, their vehicle collid-
ed head on with a truck near
Hansa.

Two persons travelling in
the car died on the spot while
four others in the vehicle sus-
tained grievous injuries. 

Locals rescued the injured
from the mangled remains of
the car and shifted them to hos-
pital.

Being informed, the
Seshakhala police reached the
spot and launched an investi-
gation into the incident.
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Social  worker Nila
Mahapatro has produced

the much awaited short doc-
umentary film “Online Class”
starred by senior artists like
Krishna Sahu, Gangadhar
Das, Sachi Saregama, Sanak
Kumar Tripathy,  Sarat
Satapathy, M Pravati,  G
Srinivas Rao, G Krishna
Roula,  G Mamata and
Nageswar Maharana, said Dr
Sweta Kumar Das who direct-
ed the film.

The editing and musical
requirements have been met
by Kunal Ambisekh Hota.
Significantly, the short film
has been produced in social
image banner of  Nila
Mahapatro directed by Dr
Sweta Kumar Das.Notably,
Dr Das, a former JNU student
and senior OAS officer, and

Nila Mahapatro, a known
social worker, have already
acclaimed recognition at
national and international
levels for their immaculate
artistic and innovative works
earlier. Dr Das is currently
working as SDMO in
Brahmapur for Covid-19.

Speaking on the signifi-
cance and core theme of the
documentary film, Dr Das
said that, the film has suc-

cessfully unplugged the emo-
tions of the school-going stu-
dents who are missing the
attraction of their school. 

The film also represents
the pain of the students who
are the worst affected in the
Covid-19 pandemic,  he
added.The film tried its best
to prove that how the online
class is an alternative, but not
a replacement, Dr Das point-
ed out.
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The Jajpur police on Monday
arrested a scarp dealer, who

was earlier convicted by the
Metropolitan Magistrates
Court, Kolkata in a fraud case,
and produced him before the
district Chief Judicial
Magistrate court here.

The Kolkata court had
convicted him in December,
2017 hearing a petition filed by
one Champa Nandy.

As per information,
accused Partha Sarathi Biswal
(46) of Kamalpur village in the
district ran a private firm
Aditya Scrap Private Limited in
Kolkata with investment from
different people. Nandy had
reportedly invested over Rs
3.5 crore in the company with

promise of lucrative return.
When the woman did not get
any return, she demanded the
accused for refund. 

However, Biswal failed to
fulfill his commitment.
Following this, Nandy moved
the Matroplitan Magistrates
Court in 2011. 

On December 21, 2017, the
court declared Biswal guilty
and sentenced him to one year
of imprisonment. The court
also directed him to return the
money to the woman. 
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The Special Task Force
(STF) of the Crime Branch

on Tuesday seized a huge
quantity of PDS kerosene
stored for the purpose of black-
marketing in the Gurudijhatia
area of Cuttack district.

Acting on a tipoff, a team
of the STF conducted a raid on
the premises of one Khirod
Chandra Patra near Church
Baula under the Gurudijhatia
PS and seized 21,000 litres of
PDS kerosene.

The three arrestees are
Gokulananda Pal of Kolar in
Cuttack and Radhashyam
Barik and Jitendra Rout of
Ganjam district.However, dur-
ing raid the owner of the
premises Patra managed to

escape.The police also seized
two tankers, an electric motor,
five empty drums, plastic
pipes, chemicals used for con-
version of blue kerosene into
white, Rs 18,600 cash and
equipment used for draining
out PDS kerosene from the
tankers.

“A case has been registered
at Gurudijhatia police station
in this regard and necessary
action will be taken. Further
investigation is underway,”
police said.
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On the Engineer’s Day on
Tuesday, the Vedanta

Jharsuguda, reiterated its
commitment to leverage best-
in-class engineering, tech-
nology and innovation to
boost the country’s self-
reliance in aluminium and
fulfil raw material needs of
critical sectors.

Speaking about the com-
pany’s vision and manufac-
turing prowess, Vedanta Ltd.,
Jharsuguda CN Singh said,
"On Engineer’s Day, we reit-
erate our vision to develop
India’s indigenous capacity, 

propelled by our engi-
neering capabilities and tech-
nical prowess for meeting
raw material needs of key sec-
tors like aerospace, infra-
structure, space exploration,
electrification, automotive,
defence etc.” Among Vedanta
Jharsuguda’s many claims to

fame is fact that it is probably
only aluminium operation in
world where young profes-
sionals with an average age of
27 run such mammoth
smelters and power plants.  

Hailing from some of
country’s finest institutions,
engineers make up 29 per
cent of the company’s work-
force, of whom 12 percent are
women. 

Vedanta, Jharsuguda, is
India’s first, and  world’s third,
smelter to deploy Digital
Smelter Solution, which
allows for remote monitoring
and control of potline opera-
tions, enhances energy effi-
ciency, reduces raw material
consumption and arrests
wastage of material.

Implementat ion of
Supervisory Control and Data
Acquisition (SCADA),ensure
visibility of all critical plant
operations and allow for
informed decision making,

ensuring seamless operations.
The company has developed
an end-to-end digital ly
enabledcentral control mod-
ule for inbound and out-
bound logistics, which looks
into all aspects of supply
chain planning and monitor-
ing from mines to plants and
then to ports. 

This logistics automation
has resulted in an entirely
paperless  process with
increased efficiency and
reduced leakages.

Crit ical  sect ions of
smelter operations, from pot-
lines to cast houses, have
deployed state-of-the-art
engineering technologies to
ensure highest quality metal
and superior products at par
with global standards. 

Hawk-eyed quality assess-
ment of raw material and
f inished productsmake
Vedanta one of the most pre-
ferred suppliers of aluminium

to developed markets like US
and Europe. 

The company is India’s
highest  producer and
exporter of billets and wire-
rods.Automations and robot-

ic technologies were used
across plant operations to
unlock greater speed and effi-
ciency while safeguarding
employees and business part-
ners.
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Amid Opposition’s reser-
vations about the possible

entry of corporate houses,
the Lok Sabha on Tuesday
passed amendments to the
Essential Commodities Act
and a Bill mooting 30 per cent
salary cuts for MPs in the
wake of economic constraints
due to the Covid-19 pandem-
ic. Though the MPs support-
ed the salary cut, a majority of
them demanded the restora-
tion of the MPLADS funds
citing its need for the devel-
opment in their respective
constituencies. 

BJP ally Akali Dal urged
the Government to clear the
doubts in the minds of farm-
ers  on many points men-
tioned in the amendments to
the Essential Commodities
Act.  Akali Dal’s Sukhbir Singh
Badal questioned the manner
in which the ordinance was
brought without having any
consultation with farmers’
organisations. “The most
affected are the farmers from
Punjab. The farmers want
clarification of their doubts;
they fear that the multina-
tionals will initially offer
lucrative deals and then dom-
inate the market,” said Badal. 

Leader of Congress in Lok
Sabha Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury said there are a
lot of ambiguities in the
amendments and this would
open up the entr y of 
big industries to enter into the

stock holding and distribution
of agriculture products. “This
is a way to make hoarders
‘Atmanirbhar’,” he said in a dig
at Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s call for becoming self-
reliant. 

“The hoarders can create
multiple entities to stock com-
modities. It is a highly cen-
tralised law. Under the law,
licences are not required for
purchasing produces. Why
does this government rely all
the time on the ordinance
route? What was the link
between the ordinance and
the pandemic,  the
Government should explain,”
added Chowdhury. 

Consumer Affairs, Food
and Public Distribution
Minister Raosaheb Patil Danve
said: “The 1955 Act was
brought at a time when we
faced food scarcity, now we
have surplus agriculture pro-
duction. In order to reduce the
losses, we should have food
processing units, due to non
availability of cold storages,
farmers suffer losses. The 
proposed amendment will
encourage competition and it
will help farmers get fair price
for their produces. The 
consumers will also benefit.”
he said.

Supporting the amend-
ments, Bhartruhari Mahtab
from BJD, said there was a
need to remove many restric-
tions in trade of agricultural
commodities. “This reform
will improve agricultural pro-
duction, the Government
should have done away with
restriction on exports. We are
self sufficient in food grains,
we can counter China’s loan
diplomacy with food diplo-

macy,” he said. 
Earlier, Lok Sabha passed

the bill reducing MPs’ salary
by 30%. “The Government
has taken unprecedented mea-

sures to tackle Covid-19. �20
lakh crore had been allocated
as Covid-19 package,” said
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Prahlad Joshi justifying the

salary cuts. 
However, majority of the

MPs urged the Government to
restore the MPLADS funds for
the development of local areas.

“Almost 80% of the fund is
spent in rural areas; why are
you taking away the funds
meant to be spent on
Scheduled Castes. Of the �2.69
lakh crore allocated during
2015-20 under the MPLAD

head, �2.52 lakh crore was
spent, such is the efficiency,”
said Chowdhury, urging BJP
MPs to pressurise the
Government for the restora-
tion of the MPLADS scheme.
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Rajya Sabha’s Committee on
Petitions has recommended

that the country’s entire flood
forecasting network and its over-
all efficacy should be evaluated
by an independent, third party
expert. The Committee also
recommended building of more
flood forecasting stations, espe-
cially in States and adoption of
latest technology being used in
other countries to forecast floods
accurately.

The Committee, headed by
Prasanna Acharya, tabled its
report in the Upper House, on
the petition moved by Prof Raj
Kachroo, a resident of
Gurugram, Haryana ‘praying
for development of capacity to
make real time forecasting of
floods so as to issue timely
warning to the affected people’.
The panel recommended both
the Centre and the State gov-
ernment to bring an immediate
end to illegal construction activ-
ities and vegetation on flood
plains across the country.

The Committee has asked
the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology to
encourage C-DAC to specifi-
cally develop supercomputer
for flood forecasting system
and implement 2D/3D dis-
tributed model on a very fine
resolution grid for better pre-
diction thereby increasing data
size. 

The Committee further
recommends that the latest
forecasting techniques present-
ly being used by the other
countries are required to be
studied and a suitable method
required to be adopted for
purpose of the forecast

The petition highlights the
issues of negligence and inat-
tention on parts of the Ministry

of Jal Shakti (erstwhile Water
Resources, River Development
and Ganga Rejuvenation) and
Ministry of Science and
Technology in developing
capacity for real time forecast-
ing of floods and management
of reservoirs, lack of any sig-
nificant effort made by the
Central Water Commission
(CWC) in developing real time
flood forecasting, exigency of
developing the required exper-
tise and capacity at home by
roping in Universities across
the country, and necessity of
having legislation on Dam
Safety.

Calling for evaluation of
the entire flood forecasting
network, the Committee rec-
ommended resolving the short-
comings.
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Two tremors jolted India
every day on an average

over the last six months. The
National Seismological
Network recorded 413 earth-
quakes in the country between
March 1 and September 8 this
year. Fortunately, 135 out of
them were of magnitude 3.0 or
lower which are “usually not
felt”. The Ministry of Earth
Sciences informed the Rajya
Sabha about the quakes on
Tuesday and also enlisted that
there were five cyclones over
the Arabian Sea in 2019 against
the average of one per year.
Also, 2019 witnessed the devel-
opment of more intense
cyclones over the Arabian Sea.
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The NIA has arrested a key
accused in Visakhapatnam

Espionage Case, Giteli Imran
(37), a resident of Panchmahal,
Godhra, Gujarat.

The Visakhapatnam
Espionage Case of NIA,
Hyderabad was registered under
various sections of IPC includ-
ing criminal conspiracy and
waging war against the nation

besides relevant provisions of
Unawful Activities (Prevention)
Act and Official Secrets Act for
his involvement in espionage
activities and working for Pak
ISI. The case relates to an inter-
national espionage racket in
which Pakistan-based spies
recruited agents in India for col-
lecting sensitive and classified
information on movement of
Indian Naval Ships and
Submarines.
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The Union Home
Ministry on Tuesday told

Parliament that unexpected
movement of large number
of migrant workers during
lockdown was triggered by
panic created by fake news.

“The migration of a large
number of migrant workers
was triggered by panic cre-
ated by fake news regarding
the duration of lockdown.
And people, especially
migrant labourers, were wor-
ried about an adequate sup-
ply of basic necessities like

food, drinking water, health
services and shelter.
However, the central gov-
ernment was fully conscious
of this, and took all necessary
measures to ensure that dur-
ing the period of the
inevitable lockdown, no cit-
izen should be deprived of
basic amenities of food,
drinking water, medical facil-
ities etc,” MoS Home G
Kishan Reddy said in a reply
to an unstarred question by
TMC MP Mala Roy. She had
asked the reasons why thou-
sands of these labourers
ended up walking home post
lockdown. 

However, in reply to MP
Mala Roy’s another question
regarding the number of
people who died during the
said migration, the Minister
said the Centre does not have
the data as it is not main-
tained centrally. 

The MHA further listed
out the measures taken to
contain the spread of Covid-
19 in the country. On
Monday, Union Minister of
Labour and Employment
Santosh Kumar Gangwar
had informed Parliament
that the exodus saw over one
crore migrant workers return
to their native States.
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Rajya Sabha on Tuesday
passed ‘The Aircraft

(Amendment) Bill, 2020’ pro-
viding for statutory backing to
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA), the
Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) and the
Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) and entailing
increasing the fine for viola-
tions from �10 lakh to �1crore.
The Bill was passed by a voice
vote after an hour-long dis-
cussion. The legislation had
already been cleared by the Lok
Sabha in March this year.

Under the new Act (after
its implementation), any vio-
lation will attract heavy pun-
ishment, for example, violators
will be punished up to two
years in jail or fine up to �10
lakh or both. Carrying arms,
ammunition, and explosives or
other banned goods on board,
and developing illegal con-
struction around the airports
will attract fines up to �10
lakhs to �1 crore.

Replying to the debate,
Union Civil Aviation Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri said that
the Government in the last
three years has recruited 1,000
air traffic controllers as against
requirement of 3,500 such offi-
cials. “India is the third largest
market globally after the
United States and China, and

India is growing rapidly in the
aviation sector, in terms of pas-
sengers’ growth and aircraft in
the skies ,” he said.

Earlier, opposition parties
had opposed the Bill, and
Congress’ Rajyasabha MP KC
Venugopal raised concern over
“many vacancies in the aviation
industry”. He also pointed out
to the near-misses of the air-
craft in the skies for last many
years.

Former Civil Aviation
Minister Praful Patel said that
airlines are financially stressed
due to COVID-19 and need
support from the government.
Stating the importance of civil
aviation sector in the country,
he said: “Four to five per cent
people of the country board
flights one time in a year. If this
number goes up to 10-15 per
cent, we would need a huge
increase in the number of air-
ports and aircraft.”

Replying to issues raised by
Congress member, Puri said
Venugopal should look at the
issue of privatisation in a his-
torical context. The country’s

largest airports Delhi and
Mumbai were successfully pri-
vatised in 2006 under a previ-
ous political dispensation, and
proceeds from the process
have resulted in getting
resources to develop airport
infrastructure in the country,
he noted. Since the privatisa-
tion of Mumbai and Delhi
airports, the Airports
Authority of India has received
�29,000 crore, Puri said.

On the Congress’ charge of
allotting six airports to one
group, Puri said the Delhi and
Mumbai airports account for
33 percent of air traffic and
earnings. The six airports that
were awarded in 2018 togeth-
er account for only nine per
cent of traffic and earnings, he
said.

On Air India’s privatisa-
tion, he said, “If I could help it,
we would keep it, but with
�60,000 crore debt, the choice
is not between privatisation
and not privatisation. Some of
my colleagues should realise
that the choice is between pri-
vatisation and closing down.”
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ABill that seeks to accord the
status of an institution of

national importance to a
Jamnagar-based cluster of three
Ayurveda institutes — Institute
of Post Graduate Teaching and
Research in Ayurveda,
Gulabkunwerba Ayurveda
Mahavidyalaya and Institute of
Ayurveda Pharmaceutical
Sciences was introduced in
Rajya Sabha on Tuesday.  

Approved by Lok Sabha in
the last session, the Bill ‘The
Institute of Teaching and
Research in Ayurveda Bill,
2020,’ was introduced by
Union Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan in Rajya Sabha on
Tuesday here.

Moving the Bill for pas-
sage, Vardhan said this for the
promotion of quality and 
excellence in education,
research and training in

Ayurveda and allied disci-
plines.

“This is going to be the
first institution in the country
in the field of Ayurveda to be
given the status of an institu-
tion of national importance.
This is one of the oldest in the
country under the
Government sector. 10 per
cent of Ayurveda research pub-
lications are from this insti-
tute,” he said.

The Institute of Post
Graduate Teaching and
Research in Ayurveda is the
only centre, which is a WHO
collaborating centre and is the
only institution, where PG
and research facility is avail-
able.

“This is a first attempt to
give such recognition to an
Ayurveda institution, which
has already attained an 
international stature,” the
Minister added.
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Of the nearly 10 lakh active
cases in the country, at

least close to half (48.8 per
cent) are concentrated in three
States — Maharashtra,
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh
while Uttar Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, Chhattisgarh, Odisha,
Kerala and Telangana con-
tribute close to a quarter (24.4
per cent) of the active cases.

In contrast, there are 14
states and Union territories
where the total number of
active cases are less than 5,000
while 18 States and Union ter-
ritories are reporting cases
between 5,000-50,000, the gov-
ernment said on Tuesday as the
country’s tally went past 49
lakh.

India’s Covid-19 tally
surged to 4,930,236 on Tuesday
after 83,809 new cases were
reported in the last 24 hours,
according to the Union health
ministry. 

The country also recorded
1,054 new fatalities due to the
viral disease during the same
period, taking its death toll to
80,776.

Rajesh Bhushan, Union
Health Secretary said during a
press conference here that there
are 990,061 active cases and
38,59,399 patients have been
discharged across the country.

He added there are only
four states, Maharashtra,
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka
and Uttar Pradesh, in the
country where the total num-
ber of active cases is more than
50,000.

Bhushan also said the
country’s average positivity
rate is 8.4% and that
Maharashtra, the worst-hit
state, has 21.4 per cent.
Maharashtra, Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, he
said account for 60 per cent of
total active cases in the coun-
try.
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Alert jawans of the Border
Security Force ( BSF) late

Monday night foiled a major
infiltration bid along the
International border with
Pakistan after exchanging
heavy volume firing with the
group of five infiltrators in the
Samba sector of Jammu fron-
tier.

The BSF jawans had even
illuminated the area using Para
bombs to track down the foot
prints of these heavily armed
terrorists as they retreated back
inside the Pak territory.

The BSF authorities are
going to lodge a strong protest
with the Pakistan Rangers for
extending an helping hand to

these armed terrorists to sneak
inside the Indian territory.

A BSF spokesman in
Jammu said, “on the interven-
ing night of  14-15 Sep 2020,
alert troops of BSF foiled an
infiltration bid  from the
Pakistan side in the Samba
Sector”. 

The spokesman said, ini-
tially the suspicious movement
of a group of 05 terrorists was
noticed on the Pakistan side of
the International boundary of
Samba sector which was
tracked by the alert BSF troops”.

He said, “ at about 12.30
am the group of heavily armed
05 terrorists were  seen   by alert
BSF troops coming close to the
International boundary. He said
the terrorists  reached there tak-

ing advantage of an undulating
terrain and thick wild growth”.  

BSF spokesman said, “after
alerting all the   BSF duty points
when BSF troops challenged
them to stop they fired on BSF
party with  heavy volume of fire.
BSF  troops retaliated in self
defence  with coordinated effec-
tive fire and foiled a possible
infiltration bid attempt of
armed terrorists from Pakistan
side helped by Pakistan
rangers”.

“Area was illuminated with
the help of Para bomb  and
BSF troops saw fleeing   ter-
rorists toward Pakistan side.
The  area was  searched but
nothing recovered as terrorists
could not cross the IB”,BSF
spokesman added. 
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At least 18 persons were killed in light-
ning strikes in 10 districts of Bihar on

Tuesday, even as the Meteorological
Department cautioned people not to
move about in open places due to fear of
lightning and heavy rain in the next 24
hours.

Lightning detection centres have
been established in Madhubani, Katihar,
and Gaya. Teams from the state disaster
management authority have been asked
to remain on standby.

Four deaths due to lightning were
reported from Raghavpur block in
Vaishali district, two each from Rohtas,
Bhojpur and Gopalganj, and Saran dis-
tricts, and one each from Patna, Begusarai,
Araria, Supaul, and Kaimur and another
district after heavy rain on Tuesday after-
noon.

The officials said that over 330 per-
sons had lost their lives due to lightning
strikes this year, including 100 on June 24.
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The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI)

early Tuesday morning
swooped down on the premises of the for-
mer BJP Minister and Chairman of the
Dogra Swabhimaan Sangathan Lal Singh
across multiple locations in Kathua and
Jammu districts in connection with a land
grab case.

The firebrand leader had parted ways
with the BJP after he was shown the exit
door from the council of ministers during
Rasana rape and murder case involving an
eight year old nomadic girl.  Singh had later
floated Dogra Swabhimaan Sangathan
and had unsuccessfully contested 2019 Lok
Sabha polls from both the Lok Sabha seats
of Jammu province.

According to official sources,  “CBI
sleuths raided the residential premises of
Lal Singh in Kathua and Jammu along with
few other locations around 7.00 am early
Tuesday.Two  separate CBI teams carried

out these raids in con-
nection with a land grab
case”.

CBI had formally
registered a case against
RB Educational Trust,

run by  the family members of Lal Singh,
and others including the then DC Kathua
(J&K), the then Tehsildar, then Naib
Tehsildar, the then Girdawar, the then
Patwari and other unknown persons on the
allegations of having facilitated the trust to
possess land much beyond the ceiling limit,
and submitting false affidavits in support
of the trust, causing losses to the State
exchequer. The raids were going on dur-
ing the day across  nine different  locations
( three in Jammu and six at Kathua) includ-
ing the office of RB Education Trust.

Earlier, on June 25, CBI had registered
a preliminary enquiry (PE) against RB
Educational Trust to probe into the alle-
gations of illegal gratification and extra-
neous consideration by the revenue and for-
est officials of Kathua district in allowing
the sale and purchase of forest land.
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Normal life was thrown out of rails
by the BJYM (the youth brigade of

the BJP) across Kerala on Tuesday as
they took out processions and rallies in
district headquarters demanding the
immediate resignation or sacking of
higher Education Minister KT Jaleel and
Industries Minister EP Jayarajan who are
in the eyes of controversies for their
association with gold smuggling scam
and LIFE Mission corruption charges.
Things are likely to turn for the worst
on Wednesday when BJP’s state presi-
dent K Surendran will take out a pro-
cession to the Secretariat.

This is the second day in succession
the State is coming to a standstill fol-

lowing widespread stand off between the
demonstrators and police. On Monday
the activists of the Mahila Morchcha had
shocked the police in the capital city by
laying siege to the Secretariat. Hence the
police came fully prepared on Tuesday
morning to prevent untoward inci-
dents of any kind.

But the BJYM which staged a rally
in front of the Secretariat refused to dis-
perse despite the urging by police offi-
cers. “We will disperse only after Jaleel
and Jayarajan submit their resigna-
tions or the chief minister sacks these
ministers,” retorted VV Rajesh, gener-
al secretary of the BJP who led the rally.

The Police resorted to lathi charge,
bursting of tear gas shells and water can-
nons. 
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Jammu: Notwithstanding resis-
tance shown by the separatists
and mainstream politicians
against acquiring Domicile cer-
tificates more than 4 lakh resi-
dents across kashmir valley have
been issued these certificates by
the Union Territory adminis-
tration while 1 lakh applications
were under process till
September 14.

According to a press state-
ment issued by the Department
of Information and Public rela-
tions, “over 16.79 lakh persons
across twenty districts of the
Jammu and Kashmir union ter-
ritory have been issued Domicile
certificates till September 14,
2020”. As per the figures, total
2113879 lakh applied for the
issuance of the certificate of
which 1679520 were issued the
domicile till September 14.

The certificates issued
include over 4.16 lakh in
Kashmir division and 12.44
lakh in Jammu division.

The figures also revealed
that 19571 West Pakistani
Refugees, 2424 Balmiki com-
munity members and 765
Gorkha Community members
were also issued domicile cer-
tificates under clause 2.  

Of the total  Domicile cer-
tificates issued in the UT, over
14.32 lakh were issued to  the
PRC holders (clause 1(a) and
Clause 1(b), 1.38 lakh under
clause 2(a) and Clause 2(b) (to
state subject applicants and non-
state subject applicants and their
children), including 1.01 lakh to
state subjects and 45794 to non-
state subject; 34045  to the stu-
dents under (clause3) including
24455 state subjects and 9590
non-state subjects; and 18612 to
Kashmiri Migrants/ children (
Clause 4). PNS
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Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan on Tuesday
warned those creating a raucous all over the

State under the garb of agitations have only one
intention and that is to facilitate the spread of
Covid-19  pandemic across Kerala.

Briefing the media, Vijayan came down heav-
ily on the BJP and its frontal organisations which
he alleged were trying to sabotage the good works
his Government was doing to control the coro-
navirus.

“These are not agitations but an apology
under the garb of agitations. These is no situa-
tion in Kerala which warrants an agitation. Their
intention is to destroy the peace and tranquilli-
ty prevailing in the State by spreading rumours,
lies and half truths. The Government will take
strong action against those who try to spread the
Covid-19 pandemic,” said Vijayan while referring
to the State-wide agitations unleashed by the BJP.
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Seven persons involved in
Friday’s assault on a retired

petty Navy officer at Kandivli in
north-Mumbai were re-arrested
by the Samata Nagar police
here on an added charge of tres-
pass, but were released on bail
against a personal bond of
�15,000 each.

The seven Shiv Sainiks--
Shiv Sena Shakha Pramukh
Kamlesh Kadam and five of their
associates Sanjay Manjre, Rakesh
Belnekar,  Pratap Sund Vera,
Sunil Desai and Rakesh Mulik
who had been arrested and later
released on bail on Saturday in
connection with the incident –
were re-arrested on Monday
night, after the Samata Nagar

police invoked section 452 (
House trespass after preparation
for hurt, assault or wrongful con-
finement of  IPC.

The invocation of section
452 of IPC and subsequent
arrests of the six Sainiks had
come after wide-spread criticism
of the Kandivli police for
allegedly dealing with the ruling
Sena activists with kid gloves.

The six arrested Shiv Sainiks
were on Tuesday afternoon pro-
duced before a  Borivali
Magistrate’s Court which
remanded in judicial custody for
14 days. However, the lawyer for
the accused subsequently moved
a bail pleas before the same court
which released them on a bail
against a personal bond for
�15,000 each.

Jaipur: Taking every person seriously the corona epidemic, wear-
ing a mask essentially, keeping social distancing and following the
health protocol completely, the ever increasing corona infection
can be completely controlled.  The greatest need of the hour is that
awareness of the corona be given the shape of a social movement.

This emerged prominently during the Corona Awareness
Dialogue on Tuesday at a Panchayat level through video confer-
ence with expert practitioners.  In addition to regional TV chan-
nels, social media platforms - Facebook, YouTube, this awareness
dialogue was broadcast live through more than 8 thousand e-Mitra
Plus centers and webcasts.  Live broadcast of this program got mil-
lions of people from the state and other parts of the country.
Members of the state cabinet, MPs, MLAs, officials of the admin-
istration and police of the state, principals of the medical college,
CMHO, PMO and doctors, Gram Panchayat level public repre-
sentatives and personnel also became part of this discussion.

In this open platform awareness dialogue, Dr. Naresh Trehan,
MD, Medanta Hospital, Gurugram of the country, Dr. SK Sarin,
Director of ILBS, New Delhi, Dr. Devi Shetty, President, Narayana
Hrudayalaya, Bangalore, effectively addressed the Panchayat level
Gave useful information to the people of Corona for rescue.
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In an apparent counter to the effort by the Opposition Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) to politicise the alleged assault on a retired

Navy man at Kandivli by some ruling Shiv Sainiks, Maharashtra
Home Minister Anil Deshmukh of the NCP on Tuesday
ordered investigations against BJP MP Unmesh Patil for the
alleged assault on an Army veteran Sonu Mahajan in 2016.

Taking to twitter on Tuesday, Deshmukh said:  “In 2016 the
BJP MLA and incumbent MP Shri Unmesh Patil and others had
attacked retired Soldier Shri Sonu Mahajan. The then state BJP
Government did not give justice to Shri Mahajan. I have received
several applications in this matter and have ordered investiga-
tion in this matter”.

“The offence was committed in 2016 but due to the State BJP
Government protection to Shri Patil no FIR was filed. In 2019
on Hon'ble High Court directions a FIR was filed but no fur-
ther legal action has been taken against Shri Patil and others,”
Deshmukh said in another tweet.

Maharashtra Congress general secretary and spokesperson
Sachin Sawant,  who had on Sunday alleged that the BJP MP had
tried to kill Army veteran Mahajan during chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis’ tenure, slammed the previous BJP govern-
ment for its failure to act against the BJP MP concerned.

New Delhi: The Union Cabinet
on Tuesday approved the
Haryana Orbital Rail Corridor
(HORC) project and a new
AIIMS hospital in Darbangha in
poll-bound Bihar.

The HORC from Palwal to
Sonipat via Sohna-Manesar-
Kharkhauda  will be imple-
mented in a joint venture
between the Railways and
Haryana Government. 

The 122-km project worth
more than Rs.5617 crore will
facilitate diversion of traffic not
meant for Delhi and will help in
developing multimodal logistics
hubs in Haryana State sub-
region of NCR. 

This ambitious project is
expected to be completed in

fiuive years. 
“This Rail Line will start

from Palwal and end at existing
Harsana Kalan station (On
Delhi-Ambala section).  This
will also give connectivity
enroute to existing Patli Station
(On Delhi-Rewari line),
Sultanpur station (On Garhi
Harsaru-Farukhnagar Line) and
Asaudha Station (On Delhi
Rohtak Line),” said Government
in statement, adding that private
stake holders will be accommo-
dated in the project 
to de-congest 
Delhi.  The districts of Palwal,
Nuh, Gurugram, Jhajjar and
Sonipat districts of Haryana
will be benefitted through this
rail line.  PNS

����� ��������	�

Amid the gradual opening
up of the economy and

consequent rise in Covid-19
cases, the Government on
Tuesday told Parliament that
the battle against the virulent
virus is far from over but
asserted that the 
lockdown from March 25 to
May 31 successfully controlled
the aggressive progression of
the disease. At the same time,
it admitted that there has been
a steady rise in the number of
cases in the post-lockdown
phase.

Speaking in the Rajya
Sabha, Vardhan said that the
government is taking all nec-
essary measures to prevent the

spread of the disease. “It is
important that sustained com-
munity support is ensured to
control the spread of the virus
and break its chain of trans-
mission.”

“We are in the stage of
unlocking to revive the econ-
omy and it’s important that sus-
tained community support is
ensured consistently to control
the spread of COVID-19 infec-
tion and break its chain of
transmission,’’ he said.

“I want to remind the
members that the battle against
Covid-19 is far from over. I
wish to inform the house that
the government is taking all
necessary measures to prevent
the spread of Covid-19 in
India,” said Vardhan.
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With no money to eke their
living, 99 per cent 3000-

odd “out of work” Covid 19- hit
commercial sex workers
(CSWs) from Pune’s infamous
Budhwar red-light area have
made up  their mind to quit
their profession and are looking
alternative livelihood options,
according NGO Asha Care
Trust.

Over the period of lock-
down, the demand for sex work
has dried down forcing sex
workers to borrow loans for sur-
vival. 

The findings of a survey
conducted by Asha Care Trust,
a forum that works towards the
welfare of sex workers, reveal
that 85 per cent of the workers
have taken loans and over 98%
of them have taken it from their
brothel owners, managers and
moneylenders, subjecting them-
selves to further exploitation. 

Budhwar Peth is India’s
third-largest red-light area
which nearly houses 700 broth-
els and around 3,000 commer-
cial sex workers.
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Maharashtra breached a
landmark of 30,000

deaths on Tuesday, as an all-
time high 515 people suc-
cumbed to Covid-19, while
20,482 more people tested pos-
itive for the pandemic in vari-
ous parts of the state.

Tuesday’s fatality tally of

515 is more than 495 deaths
recorded in the state on
September 10. With the fresh
deaths reported on Tuesday, the
total deaths mounted from
29,894 to 30,409.

With 20,482 fresh infec-
tions, the total infected cases in
the state jumped from
10,77,374 to 10,97,856.

Of the total 515 deaths

reported on Tuesday, Nagpur
accounted for a maximum of
88 deaths, while there were 60
deaths in Thane, 50 in Pune, 49
each in Mumbai and Kolhapur,
38 in Sangli, 22 each in
Ahmednagar and Jalgaon, 16 in
Solapur, 14 in Raigad, 13 in
Latur and 10 each in Palghar,
Nashik and Aurangabad.

Similarly, in the lower

range, there were 7 fatalities
each in Satara, Beed and
Gondia, 6 each in Nandurbar,
Osmanabad, Nanded and
Bhandara, 5 in Yavatmal, 2 each
in Sindhudurg, Ratnagiri and
Jalna and one death each in
Akola, Amravati and
Chandrapur. In addition, 5
persons from other states or
countries died in Maharashtra.
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N
one less than the
Chinese leader Xi
Jingping himself has
conceded that the
world’s largest stand-

ing military, the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA), with
more than 2.1 million active-
duty strength, is afflicted by the
“Peace Disease.” Since taking over
the reins of the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) as the
General Secretary and chairman-
ship of the Central Military
Commission (CMC) in 2012, Xi
has unleashed transformational
investments and restructuring in
the PLA in terms of doctrinal,
strategic, technological, cultural
and on-boarding of weapon plat-
forms. Yet, he remains acutely
conscious of the combat inexpe-
rience that besets a military force
that has not been tested since
1979, where it came a cropper
against a decidedly inferior
Vietnamese force. Importantly,
the Vietnamese forces that had
fought the Chinese in 1979 were
still blood-soaked from fighting
the American forces for nearly two
decades, and had even worn out
the supposedly better organised,
trained and equipped military
then. The essential mass of the
Chinese PLA in 1979 had last seen
a full theatre-level combat only in
the early 1950s (Korean War) and
soldiers, therefore, were raw and
untested when they had taken on
the Vietnamese. They were soon
made to pay a price for lazily
assuming that a larger force, bet-
ter equipment and aggressive pos-
turing could compensate for com-
bat inexperience. It is this forebod-
ing pertaining to the obvious
inexperience of today’s PLA that
Xi has been alluding to in the con-
text of “Peace Disease,” even as it
continues its optics of aggressive
posturing, intimidation and glob-
al expansionism.  

There are other elements
compounding the “Peace Disease”
that are pertinent in questioning
the core spirit of PLA’s fighting
abilities. First, the perennial con-
cern of ensuring PLA’s loyalty and
subservience to the civilian CCP
– this got magnified by the purges
initiated against the PLA Generals
in the initial Xi years and elevat-
ing his own “young guard.” Not
only was this “young guard” of
post-1979 vintage but the essen-
tiality of “unity of command” in
a Chinese combat unit (at compa-

ny levels) is always diluted and
compromised with the shared
command responsibility of the
political officers, who are
responsible for ensuring the
non-military task of loyalty to
the party, i.e. CCP. A vital
chink in the structural forma-
tion of the PLA is the relative
under-development of the non-
commissioned officers (NCO
cadre), which is invaluable for
operational efficacy. The steel
of the Indian Army that shone
in the Kargil operations was
attributable among other things
to the “junior command” that
led from the front, where the
role of NCO cadre was signif-
icant. Unlike the militaries of
India (or even Pakistan), which
are bloodied in real time oper-
ational experience in internal
urgencies or restive borders, the
Chinese “Peace Disease” comes
with accompanying laxities.
Even the 1967 Nathu La and
Cho La border clashes in the
Indo-China history were symp-
tomatic of a recalibrated Indian
military that was by then bat-
tle-hardened and in a very dif-
ferent frame of mind from the
Indian military of 1962. 

Undoubtedly, China has
embarked on mammoth mili-
tary investments that ensure
that its annual budgetary allo-
cation (estimated at $261-266
billion in 2019) towards its
armed forces is almost four
times that of India. There is
debatable realism about the
Chinese claims in cutting-edge
military technologies (the
Chengdu J-20 Stealth ‘5th gen-

eration’ fighter plane) or about
the quality of training, restruc-
turing, command systems and
so on. Despite its claimed pro-
ficiency in indigenous weapon-
ry, China has openly sought S-
300 and S-400 anti-aircraft
systems, SU-27 and SU-35
fighter jets from Russia, among
other platforms and technolo-
gies to “reverse engineer.” But
where the Chinese score over
countries like India is in the
way they have internalised
“security” as an integral com-
ponent of their national vision,
international manoeuvres and
strategic calculus for all policy
decisions, be it internal or
external. Whereas, beyond
selective invoking of the
“Indian soldier” whenever ten-
sions looms, the Indian gover-
nance has diminished the role,
relevance or priority on defence
matters and only displays knee-
jerk or politically competitive
“investments” in the said
domain. Ironically the mis-
management of India’s domes-
tic affairs by its political class-
es has ensured that the armed
forces have not suffered any
“Peace Disease.”

Battle experience is one of
the most important features
that determines the fate of
forces, along with others like
the lethality of weapons,
processes, leadership, numeri-
cal strength or even environ-
mental factors like social, cul-
tural  or political moorings.
Japan’s “banzai” culture and
motivation levels could com-
pensate for material disadvan-

tages. The numerically far-
superior and experienced Iraqi
military (after the decade long
Iran-Iraq war) got decimated
within 100 hours by the supe-
riority of American weapons,
training and professionalism in
the first Gulf War.  At the same
time, the same battle-experi-
enced and obviously more pro-
fessional American military
has been forced to “pull out” of
Afghanistan when faced by
the rag-tag Taliban militia who
neither have the matching
weaponry, training, nor the
infrastructural wherewithal. 

The Chinese awkwardness
with the reciprocal stare-down
at Doklam, Galwan gallantry
and recent operations of the
Indian Army in occupying
advantageous heights is reflec-
tive of the  “Peace Disease” that
has been sought to be compen-
sated by sabre-rattling, deceit
and troops/infrastructural
build-up. 

Lieutenant General He Lei
of the PLA had famously
remarked a couple of years ago
that his biggest regret before
retiring was that he never
fought a war – his successors
are even more distant from war
experience, whereas, those on
the other side may have other
concerns and deficiencies, but
“Peace Disease” is certainly
not one of them. Battle expe-
rience cannot be bought and
this could expose the Chinese
chimera on the battlefield. 

(The writer, a military vet-
eran, is a former Lt Governor of
Andaman & Nicobar Islands)
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Sir — The recent statement by
the Government in Parliament
about not maintaining records or
the non-availability of data about
the actual number of deaths of
migrant labourers and the total
number of job losses is immature
and illogical. On one side, the
Government had proudly
announced a package of �20 lakh
crore to meet the losses occurred
due to the lockdown along with
infinite advertisements about it.
On the other hand, it has simply
denied sharing the actual posi-
tion of the migrant labourers.
The working class, along with the
farmers, are regarded as the
backbone of the economy and if
they remain unemployed, then
the GDP of the nation will never
recover. The Government must
seriously consider the situation
as the GDP is at an all-time low
and unemployment has broken
all previous records. It cannot
disown labourers. 

Navneet Seth
Punjab
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Sir — It is noteworthy that
Janata Dal (United) MP

Harivansh was re-elected as the
Deputy Chairperson of Rajya
Sabha for the second consecutive
term after defeating the
Opposition’s candidate, Rashtriya
Janata Dal’s Manoj Jha. It has
been more than a year after the
17th Lok Sabha was constituted
that the constitutionally mandat-
ed post has been filled.

NR Salam
Jammu
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Sir — Japan’s governing party has
elected Yoshihide Suga as its new
leader to succeed Shinzo Abe.
Suga received 377 votes and
won the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) elec-
tions, which were held after Abe
resigned on health grounds.
Suga received support from the
party, whose members expect

him to continue Abe’s policies. 
Suga is known for his iron fist

and getting the job done. He is
reformist and has worked to
achieve policies by breaking ter-
ritorial barriers. His efforts in
achieving a boom in tourism and
decreasing cellphone bills are
praiseworthy. He is expected to
continue the stepped up alliance
with India, one that Abe had
worked hard on with our Prime

Minister Narendra Modi. 
Sanjana Soni

Ujjain
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In an article dated August 5,
2020, titled Turning liability to
asset, authored by Prof Gourav
Vallabh, the following para-
graphs were inadvertently attrib-
uted to him. They were in the
nature of collaborative informa-
tion.  “....Merely privatising the
PSBs will get us nowhere. Along
with this move, the need is for
sector-specific reforms. In his
book, What the Economy Needs
Now, Rajan (former RBI gover-
nor Raghuram Rajan) has sug-
gested that privatisation be just
one element of the overall reform
process. It should not become the
foremost plank in banking sec-
tor reform and is fraught with
adverse consequences. To put it
simply, Rajan is of the view that
‘simple’ solutions like privatising
PSBs may be no panacea.
Consolidation and privatisation
of PSBs can have little to do with
setting Indian banking right as
these actions may be necessary
but will not be sufficient by a long
chalk....”
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T
he ozone layer, the Achilles’ Heel of our Earth’s
atmosphere, is responsible for protecting our
terrestrial and marine life. The layer, which

is a highly reactive and made of trace gas, consti-
tutes about three molecules for every 10 million
molecules of air and absorbs bits of the sun’s ultra-
violet (UV) radiation that hits the Earth. However,
decisive research in the early 1970s underlined signs
of trouble in this vital blanket. In 1974, late Professor
Sherwood Rowland and Professor Mario Molina
at the University of California, Irvine, published an
article in Nature elucidating the detrimental
threats to the ozone layer from chlorofluorocarbon
(CFC) gases. 

It was found that CFC, which is commonly
used in refrigerants for cooling applications and
aerosols,was eating away at the ozone layer once
it was released into the Earth’s atmosphere. The sit-
uation got worse as the consumption of CFC expo-
nentially increased in various business and indus-
tries due to its low cost and properties, namely non-
inflammability and non-toxicity. 

Beginning of the world’s most successful envi-
ronmental agreement: Eleven years after the find-
ings of Professor Rowland and Professor Molina,
a team of English scientists, too, learnt about the
thinning of the ozone layer, which is popularly
known as the “Ozone Hole.” They realised that the
CFCs had started to break down the ozone, lead-
ing to the entry of harmful UV rays into the Earth’s
surface. This had led to an increase in skin cancer
cases among humans and was harming terrestri-
al and marine ecosystems, too. With the objective
to preserve human health and protect the environ-
ment from the harmful effects of the depleted ozone
layer, the Vienna Convention for the Protection of
the Ozone Layer came into existence on March 22,
1985. 

The convention provided the framework for
the Montreal Protocol (MP), the most successful
environmental agreement till date to achieve uni-
versal ratification. On September 16, 1987, the
United Nations (UN) and 45 other countries signed
the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete
the Ozone Layer. It aimed to preserve the protec-
tive shield through worldwide control, reduction
and phasing out of production and consumption
of ozone-depleting substances (ODS). Three
decades ago, the speech of a 12-year-old girl, Severn
Cullis-Suzuki from Vancouver, Canada at the 1992
Earth Summit caught the attention of leaders of par-
ties and the UN in strategising expeditious mea-
sures for phasedown of ODS. “I am afraid to go out
in the sun now because of the hole in our ozone.
I am afraid to breathe the air because I don’t know
what chemicals are in it. If you don’t know how to
fix it, please stop breaking it,” said Cullis-Suzuki in
her landmark speech.

In 1994, the UN General Assembly proclaimed
September 16 as the International Day for the
Preservation of the Ozone Layer, commemorating
the date of the signing, in 1987, of the Montreal
Protocol. Today, the Parties to the Montreal
Protocol have phased out 98 per cent of their ODS,
which saved an estimated two million people from
skin cancer annually. 

Refrigerants, the key determinants: The
establishment of a regime for refrigerants started
taking shape during the 18th century when the
world embraced the technological advancement

known as the vapour compression refrig-
erating system which later became the
most successful commercial technology. 

The unprecedented need for cooling
resulted in the application of early adopt-
ed natural refrigerants (carbon dioxide,
ammonia, sulphur dioxide, water and air).
The first generation of refrigerants was
gradually succeeded by the fluorochem-
icals, commonly known as
Chlorofluorocarbons (CFC) and
Hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFC) like
R13, R123, R22 due to their varied prop-
erties like stability, non-flammability
and so on. Initially, this regime of refrig-
erants was hardly looked at by researchers
from the environmental perspective. 

Later, their detrimental impacts on
the ozone layer led to usage of
Hydrofluorocarbon (HFC) and
Perfluorocarbons (PFC), which are not
ozone depleting, but had global warm-
ing potential that can be thousands of
times more potent than carbon dioxide
in contributing to climate change. During
the early 2000s, the unprecedented adop-
tion of HFC refrigerants in majority of
applications led to the rise of greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions and the associat-
ed global warming effects. 

Continuing the momentum:
Realising the colossal impact of the car-
bon footprints caused by HFC refriger-
ants, world leaders and the UN had con-
vened at the capital of Rwanda for the
28th meeting of the Parties to the
Montreal Protocol in October, 2016. The
convention led to the formation of the
Kigali Amendment, intending to reduce
the emissions of GHGs in a move that
could prevent up to 0.5° Celsius of glob-
al warming by the end of this century,
while continuing to protect the ozone
layer. Aiming at a sustainable climate, as
a course of action under the Kigali
Amendment, the world economies are
now making efforts in a phased manner
to scale down the currently-used HCFC

and the high global warming potential
(GWP) HFC by the late 2040s to coun-
termeasure global warming. 

Thus, swift adoption of low-GWP
refrigerants can be well addressed by
exploring environmental benefits as well
as market readiness. However, while
pushing the envelope, it is important to
see the refrigerant transition from the per-
spective of market adaptability, maintain-
ing the business-as-usual scenario. The
overall environmental impact of the
refrigerant can only be reduced by inte-
grating refrigerants with low upfront
costs, energy efficiency of overall refrig-
eration systems and safety aspects.

For instance, merely changing a
refrigerant in an existing refrigeration sys-
tem without modifying it may reverse the
desired economic and environmental
benefits.To avoid such scenarios, the cool-
ing industry has been putting its efforts
into designing systems to ensure com-
mercial viability of next-generation low-
GWP refrigerants. However, the use of
such new systems is very limited and pri-
marily depends on end users who are
inclined to the existing systems with com-
monly-used refrigerants due to their low
costs and already proven results.

This year, the theme of the Ozone
Day is “Ozone for life: 35 years of ozone
layer protection”, commemorating the
success of the 1985 Vienna Convention
for the Protection of the Ozone Layer. At
the same time, the continuous release of
GHG emissions into the atmosphere has
resulted in the decade of 2010-2019 being
the hottest-ever. After experiencing the
catastrophic effects of climate change, it’s
high time for all nations to join hands in
adopting low carbon pathways for our
future generations. The deployment of
sustainable energy options and the adop-
tion of environment-friendly refrigerants
in the cooling sector are expected to avoid
upto 0.5° Celsius of global warming by
2100. 

Cooling: India harbours16 per cent
of the world’s population but currently
only around seven to nine per cent of its
people have access to air-conditioners.
Cooling is cross-sectoral, spanning wide
thematic areas like space cooling, indus-
try, transport, food security and so on.
According to the 2018 International
Energy Agency (IEA) report, India’s
cooling industry is expected to grow
exponentially by 2050. Recognising the
accelerated growth of cooling needs in the
future, India proactively introduced its
strategic document, India Cooling Action
Plan (ICAP) in March, 2019 to show its
commitment to explore and adopt cut-
ting-edge solutions for more sustainable
cooling with less environmental impacts. 

To tackle this unprecedented growth,
it is imperative for the Indian cooling
industry to strategise accelerated method-
ologies by promoting indigenous research
and development activities to practise the
best energy-efficient technology options
and adopt the next generation environ-
mentally-friendly refrigerants in a busi-
ness-as-usual scenario. 

This can be well-supported by
actions like ensuring the synergies among
inter-ministerial actions, creation of a
strong institutional framework to iden-
tify,  certifying and financing innovative
cooling technologies, fast-tracking the
patenting procedures for new cooling
technologies and effective implementa-
tion of existing cooling policies.

In the long-term on the demand side,
the emphasis should be placed on factors
like creating a user demand pool in favour
of cooling aided by public-private-part-
nership and facilitating credit-linked
incentives to the manufacturers and
users adopting newly-developed cooling
technologies and so on.

(Shanmuganathan is Associate Fellow
and Saraswat is Project Manager, Cooling,
Centre for Global Environment Research,
TERI)

 ���
��$��
�������������	�	��
���������������������	�����	�������'��������������
�	��
�	���������
�����	�������	����������%��	
�����	��%	!�����
����
�������;�����	!�


 C
< 8 : � A 5 0 B $ = �

2�������
�
�"�
�&�����
�

�34..0�4D;:

	��D3('!�6#���C#�0�6&+�!#�'�&4���#��1������#!�!&���&6(�& +
��C�55& #���������� 3��6## �8�38#�'0��#��#!7�=#����#
�&+ ����#��������&��&��.(���D����&��+3& +��3���88# 

���.�2��.����.�
�

���-����
�%:%�*%A

	��������
$������-���/��

�11��
�=
"/,:��	����

1�"$��
�/����
�1�$��

	�$�/��$	,���
��=�<,/�$��

"/�1�/>�$	,��
,<�$���,R,��

��=�/�
:,����,/�$	�-
$�����$��,<�$��
1	-�	�-��	�������
,<�$����,�$/���

"/,$,:,�7�
$,��=��$��

"�/$	�1�
$,�$���

�,�$/���
"/,$,:,��

��>��"��1���
,�$����"�/�:��$

,<�$��	/�,�1�
��	:��1�>��
����1$	��$���
$�,��	��	,�

"�,"���
</,��1)	��

:��:�/�
�������=

 ��
	��	��
	�����&�	����
��	�������
������	�������
�	���

����	������
�	���	��	����
	���	�
�������
	��������	���	��

�
�	+?I.�(@D	������
	�
���
	��	���	���
	�������	���	���



����
�	��	��������	����
�	)�
	�����	��

	��	����	�	�����9	3��&�
�
	�������
�	��	�����	����
���	���	���
��
�	���	������
�	���	��
��
���
	����
	������	��	��	��
	���	����
��&	�����	�������
	��
��
�
����	���	�
��
��	����	���	����
	�
���
���
�	#�

	���&�	��	����	�
����

��
������	���
�	���	�������	���
����
	��
	����	����	��	��
	����	*�
��	
�������	����	�
�	������
�	��
	���
	���	
��
����
�	3
�	���
	�����
���

��	��	��
	���
���������	�������
�����	����
�	J	�����K
�
��
46L(*�
�
�5�	 0�� #
��	 4%
����
5�	 %����*����L���
	 46L5�
G������	 '	 G������	 46*5�	 2
���	 4%
����
5�	 2��
���	 46*5�
 ������	46*5�	$��<
�	46*5	���	*�����	4>����
5	J	���	�
��	�����
�
��	�
�����
	��
	������	����	��

	���&�	��
���	)���&�	��9	?�������
�
��&�	��
	�
��
�����	����	���
�	���

��	��	��
	���
	����
�	��
	���

�
�
	�������	����
���	)
&�
	���	�������	�
�
	�����	!�����	���	+�����
����	��	�����	���
	�
���	�����������	���
	�

	����
��	����	���(
���
�	����	��
	�����	����
�	�
	��
	)����	=
����	?�����������	4)=?5
��	�
���	��	��������	�������	 �	�������
	�
�
:	;�
�
���
	�����	����
����
	�
���
�	��
��	��
	���
�	��
�
�
�	��

	�

�	���
	���	

6�����
	��
	������	#����	��������������&�	�������	��
	��
�
�
����	�
��
	�
���������	�
	��
	�
��	��	��
	������	���	��	�����	�����
�
	�	�
�
	���	�
��	��	��
	6*	�����
�	������������	�	������
	����	���
���	�

�	����
��
	�
��
��	3
�	��
	�����	��
	����	����	��	����	����	��
�����	��	����
��	/���	�����	��	��
	!
��������	��������	����
�(
�����	��
	6*	$�
���
��	����	��
	�
�
���
�	���	��
	������
:	7)
	��

�
�
������	���
(������	��
����
�	���	����	������
	�	������
	�
���

��
	
��	��	��
	

���	��	��
�
	
�
�	����
��8	?�	*
��
��
�	A�	��

6*	%��
���
��&�	+
��
�	���	���
��
	+������	���	$�
�
�����	4+�+5
����	��
�����	�
����	���������	����	7�����
�	+?I.�(@D	������
	���
�
��
	�
	��������
	�
	
���
	 ��
��
�	FBFB�8

2��
	��
��������
�	��
	+�+	���
�	*���
	���������
�	��	������(

�	 7�������	 �
"���
�
���8	 ���	 �����	 �
�����	 ��	 2�L
����
+����������	��	��

	���	�����	������������	�	������
	�
	 ��
��
�
@�	3��	���&�	�

�	�	�
���
����	��	����	�����	��
	��
	����	������
#�
	��
���
�����	
�
�����	��	��	 ��
��
�	,�	���	��
�	���
�:	#���&�
����	
�����	���	��
	����	�
��	��	�
�	������	���	��������	���
��
��	�
	���

�	��	������	��	#�����	���	���	�����	���	��
	�
�
���	��
��
	����
�	������
	��	���
	��	������	������	#����	��	�����	��	���(

���
	��
������	����	��
	����
	��	+?I.�	��	�	�����
	�
��	����	���
�������	.�	��
	������
&�	����������	����
���
�	����
"�
���
	���
�

�
�	��	��	�����	���	��	����	����
	����
��	��	�
���
�	����	���&�	���(
�
��	#�
	���
�	����	���
	�

�	�����
�	���	#����	����	�
	����	��
�����
	���	�����
�	����	

����	#����	��	�
����	��	��
	��
�����	����	��
����
���
	
������
�	�
	��
	�
���
	������	#�����

.�	��	�	��������
	��
�	
��
�����
	��	��
	���
	���	�����
�
�	�

��
��	G���	@�BB�BBB	���
�	��	���

	*���
��	�����
	����	�
���
	���
���	��
������
	���
�	�
���������	���	#����	��	��
	)���
	=���

��	FB@H�	�	������
	������
	�����	�
������
	�����	����	���
	���
�
������

#�
	���
	�������
������	�������	���	�
��	��
	�

�	��	����

�	7��������	��
��
8	��	������	���
������	���	
������	����������	�
�

������
��	����
�	�
	����	��
������	;�
�	��	��
�
	�
���
	���	�

�	��
��
�����	��
����������	��

	�����	�����	���
	��	���
	����	��
	���(
���&�	���������	����	#����	��	��
�����	J	���	��
	��������	����	����
����	������	��	��
	���
�	
���
	������
��	.�	��	�������
	����	��
	���(
���
	��	������
�	����	#����	��	�����	��	���
���	��	��
	��
�����
������	�
���
	��	����	���	��
	���
�	.�	�����	�
	�	��������	�����	��
��
	�
�
����
��	��	������
�	J	������	�	+?I.�	������
	�
��

���	�
�
���	��
	�
	�
��	G��
	��	G��
	�����	�������
	�
	�

�	��
�	�
�������
	����
�
�
��	J	���	������
�	��	����
��	#�
	����(
�
�	��	����	��

	���&�	����
�	���
��	���	��	��
	����	�
�����	�
���

��	���	������
��	
��	���&�	����	��	����	��	��
	��	����
	���
��

.�&�	���
	�
����
	��
	�����K
�
���?�����	6���
����
	������

���	�����	�������	��
	����	�����	����
	��	�
����	���������	�
��	��
���������	��	�����������	���	���
	������	��	�
������	����	��


�����
�	�	���	�
������	�
"������	���������������	���	����
�	��
	�
����
 ��	��

	���
	�
���
�	��
�	������	#�
	��
�����	������
	���(
���
	����	���
	�����	�����(����
	�
���	��	��
	���
	���
	����	��	��	���

�
�
����
	��������
�	$���
�	���
	�����K
�
���?�����	6���
����
&�
����
�	���
�	��	��
	�
�
����
��	��	�	������
�	���	��
	����
	���
�
������
	�
����
	��
	�
����	��	��
	6L	���	�	���
	
��
��	���
���
�	��	���	�

�
�	���
	��	�������
	����	��
	�
������	0��	
�
�	�
�
�
	���(��
"�
��
	���	�
������	���	�
	�	����	����
�	��
�	�
��
��	��������	��	�
���
	��
	�
���	��������
��	���	��
�
	��
	���	�
�(
�
���
�
	����	�
���
	�������	��	����	��
�����	���	�	���
�	#�

	��

�
���
	��	����	�
�����	���	
��	�����&�	����	��
��

4��
���
�
����
���
����
��
��������
������
�	�
������
��
��������

���
������5

T
he criticism of the present tur-
moil in the Indian media, par-
ticularly television, comes with

the rebuttal of the critic being a
Libtard. The next volley is about the
media being sympathetic to the ear-
lier regime too and why then no
questions were asked for such sym-
pathies. There is no denying the fact
that many present-day vociferous
flag-bearers, protesting the slant
being brazenly projected in the
media, were themselves guilty of
enjoying undue access and patronage,
blighting the line between honest
journalism and patronised pen-push-
ing.

Having said this, the aforemen-
tioned premise cannot be justified as
the only factor for acrimony and ran-
cour, which has come to define the

state of Indian television. It has
more to do with the market and the
revenue models. This writer worked
with The Pioneer at a time and in an
era when it was seen as the only
major Right of the Centre English
daily. But to the credit of the editor-
ial leadership of the newspaper,
despite the slant, it never discouraged
contrary opinion and gave prominent
space to it.

More importantly, it held the ide-
ological position, paying a commer-
cial price as many Government agen-
cies and departments worked over-
time to demolish the revenue model
of the newspaper. It indeed was a
challenging task to be the paper of the
Opposition and also being the paper
of the Right of the Centre thought.

The same cannot be said about
the present-day votaries of the Right
of the Centre ideology. It’s more a case
of being on the right side of the
Government. Being honest to an ide-
ology demands a price, which these
present-day pretenders did not pay
then, nor are they paying now, as on
both the occasions they were on the
right side of the Government.

Then there is another issue.

Does being supportive of a political
thought make a media house mort-
gage its right to question a
Government of the same ideology?
During the prime ministership of
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, there was this
instance of a border skirmish with
Bangladesh in which a Border
Security Force officer was killed. His
corpse was returned in a most undig-
nified manner. The images made one
shudder and at the same time angry
even as the Government talked of
peace.

The front-page editorial in The
Pioneer said, “Bend, don’t genuflect.”
Now this was a startling criticism
coming from the newspaper known
for its ideological proximity to the
Government of the day. This must
have needed much courage on the
part of the editor, and a real large
heart on the part of the Government
to take the criticism in the right spir-
it.

The current news trend followed
by the media houses, of the
Government never going wrong,
should make the powers that be
worry. This worry should be on two
counts: First, the loss of credibility of

these media houses and anchors
known to be sympathetic to the
Government. Second, by giving no
space to the Opposition, the main-
stream media has pushed it into a sit-
uation where it has launched its own
agitprop vehicles, expressing dis-
trust in the media houses, calling
them vehicles of Government propa-
ganda.

Those in charge of the publicity
policies of the Government, by
unleashing a vendetta towards crit-
ics, realise little that they are instigat-
ing an equally vitriolic counter-nar-
rative. With social media and tech-
nological advancements completely
democratising the media space, a
Government’s image cannot be
lynchpinned on mere whataboutery
of prime-time anchors.

We live in times where troll
armies are ever-ready to provide their
services at mud-slinging. It’s just the
question of who is hiring them.
While it has taken more than half-a-
century to create memes of Jawaharlal
Nehru, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is being subjected to this
obnoxious criticism in his lifetime.
Nehru and several Prime Ministers

after him were lucky that they were
subjected to such criticism by erudite
scholar-cartoonists like RK Laxman.
They were at the same time fortunate
that the space of social media did not
exist then, which could have dragged
them into the muck.

Today counter-narratives on
Government claims make it to vari-
ous social media platforms within
moments of being released in the
public domain. Dependence on fake
and misrepresented facts has come to
create an atmosphere of distrust,
where ready acceptance of a news,
howsoever true, is not easy.

This situation has given rise to
such an atmosphere that reason is the
biggest casualty. When fake informa-
tion becomes a marketable commod-
ity, there would not be very many
clients for evidence-based, well-rea-
soned information. Let’s take the case
of the “infodemic”, a term coined by
the World Health Organisation
(WHO) on the surge of information
regarding the COVID-19 pandemic.
The contagion in fact has hit the
media hardest both in matters of
finances and credibility. The failure
of journalists, both television and

newspaper, to go beyond the
Government’s briefings on the pan-
demic and its opinionated criticism
has left the consumers of news
absolutely chary. Nobody has a clear
picture on where the virus is steer-
ing the world.

If there is distrust for a product,
there obviously would not be a mar-
ket for it. The market searches for
such products which can be easily
consumed. So here is a case of a mar-
ket looking for news products. In fact,
the present situation reminds one of
Italian dramatist, novelist, poet and
short story writer Luigi Pirandello’s
early 20th century  play titled, Six
Characters in Search of an Author.
The initial reception to the play from
the audience was it being incompre-
hensible. It was only after Pirandello
added a foreword to the play a few
years later that it came to be better
appreciated. The connoisseurs of
news are today eagerly waiting for the
foreword to the current incommen-
surable media scenario. 

(The writer is professor-chair-
person, Vivekananda School of
Journalism and Mass Communication,
VIPS, GGSIPU, Delhi)
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Berlin: Russian opposition
leader Alexei Navalny posted
a picture of himself from his
hospital bed in Germany on
Tuesday, looking gaunt but
joking wryly about his condi-
tion and saying that he was
enjoying the ability to finally
breathe on his own after being
poisoned with a nerve agent.

The Instagram post was
the first image of the 44-year-
old released since he was taken
to Berlin’s Charite hospital
two days after falling ill on a
domestic flight in Russia on
Aug. 20.

“Hi, this is Navalny,” he
wrote in the Russian-language
post. “I have been missing you.
I still can’t do almost anything
on my own, but yesterday I
managed to breathe on my own
for the entire day.” Navalny had
been kept in an induced coma
for more than two weeks as he
was treated with an antidote
before hospital officials said on
Sept. 7 that his condition had
improved enough for him to be
brought out of it.

On Monday, the hospital
said he had been removed
from mechanical ventilation
and was able to leave his bed for
“short periods of time.” In the

photo, Navalny is being given
a hug by his wife Yulia and is
flanked by his two children as
he sits upright in his bed in a
hospital gown. His statement
even had the ring of his well-
known sarcastic humor.

“Just on my own, no extra
help, I didn’t even use the sim-
plest valve in my throat,” he
said of being able to breathe
without ventilation. 

“I liked it very much. It’s a
remarkable process that is
underestimated by many.
Strongly recommended.”

Despite his recovery, doctors
have said they cannot rule out
long-term health issues asso-
ciated with the poisoning.

Navalny’s spokeswoman,
Kira Yarmysh, tweeted that
once he had recovered, Navalny
plans to return to Russia.

“No other option has ever
been considered,” she wrote.

Leonid Volkov, a top asso-
ciate of Navalny, refused to give
any details on his condition or
his possible return when
reached by The Associated
Press on Tuesday. AP

Hong Kong: Hong Kong leader
Carrie Lam said Tuesday that
Taiwan has not disclosed infor-
mation about the reported
detentions of five Hong
Kongers who may have
attempted to flee there by boat
to escape possible prosecution
at home under a tough new
national security law.

The Hong Kong govern-
ment reached out to Taiwan on
Monday but has yet to receive a
reply, Lam told reporters before
a weekly meeting with advisers.

“We have no information,
and haven’t received any assis-
tance requests from family,”
she said. AP

Cairo: The UN migration
agency said on Tuesday that a
boat carrying migrants bound
for Europe capsized in the
Mediterranean Sea off Libya,
leaving at least two dozen peo-
ple drowned or missing and pre-
sumed dead, the latest shipwreck
off the North African country.

Safa Msehli, a spokesperson
for the International
Organisation for Migration, told
The Associated Press that Libya’s
coast guard intercepted three
boats on Monday, and one of
them had capsized. AP
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The US on Tuesday issued a
sweeping new advisory

warning against travel to main-
land China and Hong Kong,
citing the risk of “arbitrary
detention” and “arbitrary
enforcement of local laws.” 

The advisory is likely to
heighten tensions between the
sides that have spiked since
Beijing’s imposition on Hong
Kong of a strict new national
security law in June that has
already been met with a series
of US punitive actions.

The new advisory warned
US citizens that China impos-

es “arbitrary detention and exit
bans” to compel cooperation
with investigations, pressure
family members to return to
China from abroad, influence
civil disputes and “gain bar-
gaining leverage over foreign
governments.” 

“US citizens travelling or
residing in China or Hong
Kong, may be detained with-
out access to US consular ser-
vices or information about
their alleged crime. US citi-
zens may be subjected to pro-
longed interrogations and
extended detention without
due process of law,” the advi-
sory said. 

Beijing: China successfully
launched on Tuesday a solid-
propellant carrier rocket from
a ship in the Yellow Sea, send-
ing nine satellites into orbit in
the second such sea-based
launch mission, the official
media reported.

The Long March 11-HY2,
the 10th member of the Long
March 11 family blasted off at
9:22 am from the Debo 3, a
self-propelled deck barge that
was modified for the mission,
China Daily reported.

The nine satellites belong to
the Jilin-1 Gaofen 03-1 group.

About 13 minutes later,
after travelling 535 km, it has
deployed nine Jilin 1 high-res-
olution Earth-observation
satellites, three to take videos
and six to take photographs in
sun-synchronous orbits, the
report said. PTI 

Washington: President Donald
Trump has warned Iran that
any attack against the US would
be retaliated with “1,000 times
greater in magnitude” after
media reports that Tehran is
planning to avenge the killing
of top general Qasem
Soleimani in January.

The death of Gen
Soleimani, head of Iran’s elite
Quds Force, in a US airstrike
near Baghdad’s airport marks
a major escalation in the stand-
off between Washington and
Tehran, since US President
Trump withdrew from the
2015 nuclear deal and imposed
crippling sanctions.

Iran had vowed to seek
revenge for Gen Soleimani’s
killing.

“Any attack by Iran, in any
form, against the United States
will be met with an attack on
Iran that will be 1,000 times
greater in magnitude!” Trump
said in a tweet after news
reports emerged that Iran is
planning some kind of attack
against the US.

“Iran may be planning an
assassination or other attack,
against the US in retaliation for
the killing of terrorist leader
Soleimani, which was carried
out for his planning a future
attack, murdering US Troops,
and the death & suffering
caused over so many years,”
Trump wrote.

In a news report based on
unnamed intelligence sources,
the Politico said “the Iranian
government is weighing an
assassination attempt against
the American ambassador to
South Africa Lana Marks.

“If carried out, it could dra-
matically ratchet up already
serious tensions between the
US and Iran and create enor-
mous pressure on Trump to
strike back — possibly in the
middle of a tense election sea-
son,” the American news out-
let said.

An intelligence source told
Fox News that the intel com-
munity is taking the threat
against the ambassador seri-
ously and believe the Iranian

regime potentially has the abil-
ity to act on an assassination
plot.

Iran has in the past
planned assassinations of
American ambassadors --
which is partly why the intel-
ligence community is taking
this particular threat assess-
ment seriously, the news chan-
nel said.

Iran has denied the allega-
tions.

Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh
said in a statement that the
assassination allegations were
part of ongoing anti-Iranian
propaganda by the Americans
ahead of the elections sched-
uled for November 3.

Meanwhile, reacting on
the reports South Africa’s State
Security Agency (SSA) said
that it has “noted the rising
public interest on the matter
and would like to assure all
South African citizens and
interested parties that the mat-
ter is receiving the necessary
attention.” PTI
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Iran warned the US on
Tuesday against making a

“strategic mistake” after
President Donald Trump
threatened Tehran over reports
it planned to avenge the killing
of top general Qasem
Soleimani.

“We hope that they do not
make a new strategic mistake
and certainly in the case of any
strategic mistake, they will wit-
ness Iran’s decisive response,”
government spokesman Ali
Rabiei told a televised news
conference.

A US media report, quot-
ing unnamed officials, said
that an alleged Iranian plot to
assassinate the US ambassador
to South Africa was planned
before the US presidential elec-
tion in November.

“Any attack by Iran, in any
form, against the United States
will be met with an attack on
Iran that will be 1,000 times
greater in magnitude!” Trump
wrote on Twitter on Monday.

Rabiei expressed regret that
“the president of a country who
has claims to global manage-
ment and order would make
hasty, agenda-fuelled and dubi-
ous remarks on such a weak
basis.”

He warned that reacting to
such reports would “achieve
nothing but disruption to the
region and to world calm” and
advised Trump to “refrain from
fresh adventurism... for the
sake of winning a new term as
president.”

On Monday, the foreign
ministry denied the report of
an assassination plot as “base-
less” and part of “repetitive and
rotten methods to create an
anti-Iranian atmosphere”.

Relations between
Washington and Tehran have
been tense ever since the
Islamic revolution of 1979.
They have deteriorated sharply
since Trump unilaterally pulled
out of a landmark interna-
tional nuclear deal with Iran in
May 2018 and reimposed crip-
pling sanctions. 
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Germany plans to take in
1,500 migrants currently

taking shelter on Greek islands,
government sources told AFP,
in addition to around 150
unaccompanied minors from
the burnt-out Moria camp.

Under a plan agreed by
Chancellor Angela Merkel and
Interior Minister Horst
Seehofer, Berlin will take in
migrants who have already
secured refugee status, giving
priority to families with chil-
dren, the sources said.

Merkel’s right-left coali-
tion government is in talks over
the plan, with her junior part-
ner Social Democrats expect-

ing a deal by Wednesday.
After a fire laid waste to

Greece’s biggest refugee camp
Moria last week, pressure has
grown on Merkel’s govern-
ment to offer refuge to the
11,500 left homeless by the dis-
aster.

While Berlin has voiced
readiness to open its doors to
more than the 150 minors,
German media reported how-
ever that Athens opposed
Germany taking in more asy-
lum seekers from Moria.

Doing so may incite more
migrants to set fire to their
shelter in Greece in the hopes
they would then be offered
refuge by Europe’s biggest econ-
omy, according to Bild daily.
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Mumbai:The US restrictions
on some textile imports from
Xinjiang in China is likely to
augur well for the Indian tex-
tile exporters, according to a
report.

On September 14, the US
imposed restrictions on the
import of certain products
originating from the Xinjiang
Autonomous Region in China,
citing concerns on illegal and
inhumane forced labour in the
region, rating agency Icra said
in a report.

The agency said it expects
this development to benefit
domestic textile exporters.

While there were specula-
tions of a more broad-based
ban on the products originat-
ing from the region, the restric-
tions have been limited to a few
entities, for now, it said.

Besides banning imports of
other product categories, includ-
ing hair products and comput-
er parts, it also includes restric-
tions on some entities from the
region involved in manufac-
turing apparels and producing
and processing cotton.

Xinjiang is a major cotton-
producing belt, which accounts
for an estimated 80-85 per

cent of China's cotton output.
"While the immediate

impact, in terms of the market
catered to by the identified enti-
ties, is not quantifiable, this
development could have major
repercussions for the global
textile trade.

"With China being the
leading apparel exporter,
accounting for more than 35
per cent of the global trade and
more than three-fourths of
China's cotton originating from
the Xinjiang region, any exten-
sion of the ban to a wider base
in China could trigger a mate-
rial shift in global apparel trade
in coming years," Icra Ratings
Senior VP and Group Head
Jayanta Roy said.

Amid concerns on origi-
nation of the coronavirus from
China, there have already been
reports of several internation-
al buyers looking at diversify-
ing their sourcing base across
countries, the report opined.

Several major apparel
exporters from India have
either already started receiving
increased orders or are in active
discussions with large interna-
tional buyers, looking at
increasing their sourcing from

India. The shift, which was pre-
viously expected to take place
gradually over the medium
term, could be expedited in the
light of this recent develop-
ment, the report added.

"While over the past few
years, Vietnam and Bangladesh
have been the key beneficiaries
for a shift away from China,
India also stands to gain from
any such market opportunity
which may arise, given its
strong presence in the cotton-
based apparels," Roy added.

Widening of the scope of
the ban could, however, be
practically challenging as the
existing systems are not ade-
quate to track the origin of the
raw material.

Accordingly, cotton origi-
nating in the Xinjiang region
could end up as yarn or fabric
in another region/ country,
which could be processed fur-
ther to manufacture apparels.

Further, there could be
likely retaliatory actions by
China, as seen over the past
couple of years amid the ongo-
ing US-China trade war, which
could prevent widening of the
scope of the ban, Icra report
added. PTI
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Mumbai: Equity indices found
firmer ground on Tuesday as
investors poured money into
banking and finance counters
amid a positive trend in glob-
al markets. 

The 30-share BSE Sensex
overcame bouts of volatility to
end 287.72 points or 0.74 per
cent higher at 39,044.35. 

The broader NSE Nifty
rose 81.75 points or 0.71 per
cent to finish at 11,521.80.

IndusInd Bank topped the
gainers' chart on the Sensex,
spurting 4.03 per cent, fol-
lowed by Bharti Airtel, Axis
Bank, Bajaj Finance, ICICI
Bank, Sun Pharma, HDFC and
Kotak Bank.

On the other hand, Titan,
Maruti, ITC, Asian Paints,
M&M, HCL Tech and Bajaj
Auto were among the laggards,
shedding up to 1.20 per cent. 

Mid and small-cap stocks
extended their gains as partic-
ipants wagered on increased
inflows into the segment fol-
lowing changes in asset classi-
fication norms for multi-cap
mutual funds. 

Global equities were
buoyed by encouraging indus-
trial output data from China,

which also propelled yuan to a
16-month high.  "Market
breadth improved for the sec-
ond consecutive day as sever-
al mid-cap stocks across diverse
sectors posted handsome gains.  

"The small-cap Index
rose... 1.5 per cent today on the
back of a stellar 5 per cent gain
yesterday sending out a clear
message that investors are look-
ing at a more broad market
rally after having witnessed a
polarised market for a consid-
erable length of time," said S
Ranganathan, Head of
Research at LKP Securities. 

Sector-wise, BSE telecom,
healthcare, bankex, basic mate-
rials, finance, power and utili-
ties rose up to 1.94 per cent,
while realty closed lower.

Broader BSE mid-cap and
small-cap indices climbed as
much as 1.44 per cent. 

On the macroeconomic
front, the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) said India's coro-
navirus-battered economy will
shrink by 9 per cent this fiscal,
and growth outlook remains
highly vulnerable to either a
prolonged outbreak of the pan-
demic or a resurgence of 
cases. PTI
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Mumbai: The rupee pared
early gains to settle 16 paise
lower at 73.64 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Tuesday even as domestic equi-
ty market traded in the positive
territory.

At the interbank forex mar-
ket, the domestic unit wit-
nessed high volatility. It opened
on a strong note at 73.33, but
lost ground during the day and
finally closed at 73.64 against
the US dollar, registering a fall
of 16 paise over its previous
close of 73.48.During the ses-
sion, the local currency wit-
nessed an intra-day high of
73.33 and a low of 73.72 against
the greenback.

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the green-
back's strength against a basket
of six currencies, fell 0.16 per
cent to 92.90. PTI
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New Delhi: India’s coron-
avirus-battered economy will
shrink by 9 per cent this fiscal,
the Asian Development Bank
(ADB) predicted on Tuesday
saying growth outlook remains
highly vulnerable to either a
prolonged outbreak of the pan-
demic or a resurgence of cases.

This will be the first time in
four decades that the Indian
economic growth will contract.

In its Asian Development
Outlook (ADO) 2020 Update,
ADB forecasts a strong recov-
ery for the economy in FY2021,
with gross domestic product
(GDP) growing by 8 per cent
as mobility and business activ-
ities resume more widely.

“India imposed strict lock-
down measures to contain the
spread of the pandemic and
this has had a severe impact on
economic activity,” said ADB
Chief Economist Yasuyuki
Sawada.

Sawada further noted that
“it is crucial that containment
measures, such as robust test-
ing, tracking, and ensuring
treatment capacities, are
implemented consistently and
effectively to stop the spread of
COVID-19 and provide a sus-
tainable platform for the econ-
omy's recovery for the next fis-
cal year and beyond.”

With lockdowns stalling
private spending, ADB said
GDP will shrink by 9 per cent
in April 2020 to March 2021,
sharply down from its June's
forecast of (-) 4 per cent.

“The growth outlook
remains highly vulnerable to
either a prolonged outbreak or
a resurgence of cases, with the
country now having one of the
highest number of COVID-19
cases globally,” It said.

Other downside risks
include increasing public and
private debt levels that could
affect technology and infra-
structure investment, as well as
rising non-performing loans

caused by the pandemic that
could further weaken the
financial sector and its ability
to support economic growth.

ADB joins a chorus of inter-
national agencies that have pre-
dicted a contraction in the Indian
economy in the current fiscal.

S&P Global Ratings on
Monday slashed its FY21
growth forecast for India to (-
) 9 per cent, from (-) 5 per cent
estimated earlier, saying that
rising COVID-19 cases would
keep private spending and
investment lower for longer.

Last week, two other glob-
al rating agencies Moody's and
Fitch projected the Indian
economy to contract 11.5 per
cent and 10.5 per cent respec-
tively in the current fiscal.
However, Goldman Sachs has
estimated the contraction at
14.8 per cent.

India Ratings and Research
expects contraction at 11.8 per
cent, while Crisil estimates the
contraction at 9 per cent.

For the 2021-22 fiscal, S&P
expects economic growth at 10
per cent.

ADB said Government ini-
tiatives to address the pan-
demic, including the rural
employment guarantee pro-
gram and other social protec-
tion measures, will aid rural
incomes protecting the vul-
nerable people, but private
consumption may continue to
suffer.Investment is also
expected to contract as
investors remain deterred by
heightened risks and uncer-
tainties. The fiscal deficit is
expected to rise significantly in
FY2020 as government rev-
enues fall and expenditures
rise. The Government also ini-
tiated reforms in response to
the COVID-19 pandemic
focusing on enhancing agri-
culture markets, upgrading
industrial park infrastructure,
and implementing the National
Infrastructure Pipeline.
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Geneva:The World Trade
Organization said Tuesday that
Trump administration tariffs
on Chinese goods totaling
more than $200 billion are
illegal under the rules of the
global trade body. The decision
marks the first time the
Geneva-based trade body has
ruled against a series of tariffs
that President Donald Trump's
government has imposed on a
number of countries, allies and
rivals alike. Trump has repeat-
edly criticized the WTO, which
oversees international disputes
on trade, for allegedly treating
the U.S. Unfairly.

In its decision, the WTO
ruled against the Trump
administration's argument that
China has engaged in practices
harmful to U.S. Interests, on
issues including intellectual
property theft, technology
transfer and innovation.

The ruling, in theory, would
allow China to impose retalia-

tory tariffs on billions worth of
U.S. Goods - if the process is
completed. But the U.S.
Government can appeal the
decision announced by the
WTO's dispute settlement body,
and the WTO's appeals court is
currently no longer functioning
- largely because of Washington's
single-handed refusal to accept
new members for it.

The U.S. Tariffs target two
batches of Chinese products.
Duties of 10% were imposed on
some $200 billion worth of
goods in September 2018, and
were jacked up to 25% eight
months later. An additional
25% duties were imposed in
June 2018 against Chinese
goods worth about $34 billion
in annual trade. 

The administration has jus-
tified the sanctions under
Section 301 of the Trade Act of
1974, a common tool used by
the government to impose sanc-
tions. The U.S. Argued that

China's actions had amounted
to "state-sanctioned theft" and
"misappropriation" of U.S.
Technology, intellectual prop-
erty and commercial secrets.

The WTO panel ruled that
the U.S. Measures violated
longstanding international
trade rules because they only
applied to products from
China, and that Washington
had not adequately substanti-
ated its claim that the Chinese
products hit with the extra
duties had benefited from the
allegedly unfair Chinese prac-
tices. AP

New Delhi: Markets regulator
Sebi on Tuesday provided clar-
ity on levy of penalty for non-
collection of margins from
clients in the cash segment by
trading and clearing members.

The clarification, which
comes afer the watchdog
received various representa-
tions, is with regard to levy of
penalty for non-collection of
‘other margins’ on or before
T+2 days from clients. The
'other margins' exclude VaR
(value at risk) margin and
ELM (extreme loss margin).

“If pay-in (both funds and
securities) is made by T+2

working days, the other mar-
gins would deemed to have
been collected and penalty for
short / non-collection of other
margins shall not arise,” Sebi
said in a circular addressed to
stock exchanges and clearing
corporations.

Further, it said if early pay-
ing of securities has been made
to the clearing corporation,
then all margins would be

deemed to have been collected
and penalty for short/ non-col-
lection of margin, including
other margins, would not arise.

In case a client fails to
make pay-in by T+2 working
days and the trading member
or clearing member concerned
does not collect other margins
from the client within the
given time period, the same
would result in levy of penal-
ty. “It is reiterated that clearing
corporation shall continue to
collect upfront VaR plus ELM
and other margins from TM/
CM as applicable from time to
time,” the circular said. PTI

Ahmedabad:The Gujarat government on Tuesday
approved a letter of intent (LOI) for the world's first
Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) terminal at
Bhavnagar port with a proposed investment of Rs
1,900 crore, an official statement said.

The LOI was approved by Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani and it will be handed over to the consor-
tium of companies to develop the CNG terminal,
it added.The project will be developed jointly by
UK-headquartered Foresight Group, Mumbai-
based Padmanabh Mafatlal Group and a
Netherland-based consortium.

The Gujarat Maritime Board (GMB) had
signed a memorandum of understanding with
Foresight Group to set up this port terminal at the
Vibrant Gujarat Summit held in January 2019, the
Government release said.

In principle approval was given by the Gujarat
government in November 2019, and now with the
issuing of LOI, the private players will have to take
all the necessary permission before starting the
work, it said. Apart from the CNG terminal, the
investors would also develop a Ro-Ro terminal (for
roll-on/roll-off ships), liquid cargo terminal and
container terminal at Bhavnagar port with a
cumulative investment of �1,900 crore. The pro-
posed CNG port terminal will have a capacity of
1.5 million metric tonnes per annum (MMTPA).

The GMB manages the existing port at
Bhavnagar, having a capacity to handle 3 MMTPA
cargo.  While the consortium would invest �1,300
crore in the first phase, �600 crore will be invest-
ed in the second phase. To develop CNG and other
terminals on the north side of the existing port
would require major modifications in the existing
infrastructure, including dredging in the water
channel of the port basin, construction of two lock
gates and off-shore infrastructure for CNG trans-
portation, the release said.
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Mumbai:The country’s largest
lender State Bank of India will
make OTP-based cash with-
drawal facility operational round
the clock at its ATMs for trans-
actions of �10,000 and above
from September 18.

In January this year, the
lender had introduced OTP-
based cash withdrawals for above
�10,000 between 8 PM-8 AM
through all its ATMs. 

For withdrawals of �10,000
and above, the bank's debit card-
holders will now have to enter
OTP (one-time password) sent
on their registered mobile num-
bers along with their debit card
PIN each time, a release said. 

“With the enablement of
24x7 OTP authenticated ATM
withdrawals, we believe SBI cus-

tomers will have a secured and
risk-free cash withdrawal expe-
rience,” the bank's managing
director (retail and digital bank-
ing) C S Setty said.
Implementing this facility
throughout the day would pre-
vent SBI debit cardholders from
the risk of falling prey to fraud-
sters, unauthorized withdrawals,
card skimming, card cloning
and the likes, the release 
said. 

The lender has urged all its
customers to register or update
their mobile numbers. The OTP-
based cash withdrawal facility is
available only at SBI ATMs as
this functionality has not been
developed at non-SBI ATMs in
National Financial Switch (NFS),
the bank said. PTI

�(�	�)�����	
��*+����
��,	-�� �!�-�.	/���.���
!�0��	� �	�.��"

������
���������	
��!�������	��!���
�
���(���������������	
���������	����������

8��#���#����	3
�������	��
�,�'	�
����,������2
"���	"�#����,�)���	�
&
�3#��.�������/	,��	
A�(��
���,��&�"�#	���



T
he NEET 2020 was conducted
on September 13, 2020 from 2
to 5 pm. Over 15 lakh students

had registered for the exam. The
exam was overall easy.

Here is a detailed analysis of the
paper.

�
!����
� Difficulty level: Easy in comparison
to previous years.
� About 30-40% questions directly
based on the NCERT textbook.
� Easy calculations.
� Questions asked from the pre-
scribed syllabus only.
� No controversial questions.

�
������!
� Difficulty level: Easy to moderate
� Physical Chemistry: 16 Questions
� Organic Chemistry: 13 Questions
� Inorganic Chemistry: 16 Questions
� All questions based on the NCERT
textbook. Statements directly taken
from the NECRT textbooks.
� Straightforward questions & easy to
comprehend.
� One controversial question with
more than one correct answer.

� Not lengthy. Students should have
completed the Chemistry part within
45 minutes. Enough time for revision.
� Barely a few calculations.
� An average student should have
been able to attempt approximately 40
questions with ease. While others
could have attempted 44 questions.

/	���!
� Difficulty level was high in com-
parison to previous years
� XI — 25 questions & XII — 18 ques-
tions
� Two controversial questions with
more than one correct answer
� Two questions were beyond the
NCERT textbooks.
� Majority of questions were con-
ceptual in nature with a few fact-based
questions as well
� Not at all lengthy.

3		
	2!
� Difficulty level: Moderate with a few
exceptions. 
� Multi-conceptual questions requir-
ing incisive thinking and precision.
� Some questions were tricky & lost
in terminology.

� A couple of terms beyond the
NCERT domain.
� Two questions required linguistic
prowess.
� Overall, the questions were quite
thought provoking requiring alertness
of mind and critical approach.
� Comprehension, application & syn-
thesis required to interpret the ques-
tions. 

Detailed analysis:
Physics: The Physics section was

easy as compared to previous years’
papers. About 30-40% of the questions
were directly based on the NCERT
textbook. Graphs, data as well as
some statements were directly picked
from the NCERT textbook.
Calculations were comparatively easy.
All the questions were from the pre-
scribed NEET syllabus with absolute-
ly no controversial questions.
Mechanics dominated with 12 ques-
tions followed by Electricity with 9
questions and Modern Physics with
eight questions. Overall, we can say,
Physics was easy.

Chemistry: The Chemistry sec-
tion was of easy to moderate difficul-
ty level. All the questions were from

the prescribed NEET syllabus and
completely based on the NCERT text-
books. In fact, statements were direct-
ly picked from the NCERT textbook.
Questions were straightforward and
easy to comprehend. 

There was one controversial ques-
tion with more than one correct
answer. Overall, the Chemistry section
was not lengthy and students should
have completed this part in 40-45 min-
utes. With minimalistic calculations,
an average student should have been
able to attempt approximately 40
questions with ease, while others
would have been able to attempt a
minimum of 44 questions.

Botany: The Botany part was of
high difficulty level in comparison to
previous years. While 25 questions
were tested from class XI syllabus, 18
questions were from class XII syllabus.
There were two controversial questions
with more than one correct answer.
Although the majority of questions
were within the prescribed syllabus
and based on the NCERT textbook,
two questions were beyond the
NCERT. The questions were concep-
tual in nature and required great con-

ceptual and application-based under-
standing. There were also a few fact-
based questions. Plant Physiology
dominated with 9 questions followed
by Ecology and Genetics with 7 ques-
tions each. Overall, the Botany part
was not lengthy and should have
been completed in the stipulated time
period.

Zoology: The Zoology section
was of moderate difficulty level with
a few exceptions. Some questions
were tricky and lost in the terminol-
ogy. A couple of terms were also
beyond the NCERT domain. 

The questions were multi-con-
ceptual in nature and required incisive
thinking and precision on the part of
students. While two questions tested
linguistic prowess, others required
comprehension, application and syn-
thesis to interpret the questions.
Human Physiology dominated with 12
questions followed by Animal
Husbandry & Biotechnology with 10
questions and Biomolecules with 6
questions. 

Overall, the questions were quite
thought-provoking and required alert-
ness of mind and critical approach.

������ �!�"	#	! $� �$�% #	� &� '� "	()*	+,+, 
�	�
	��� 
%2,�0�,5���0�/�4�

A�	�
��
�"	&	���
����#,,
�#��
�,�+����	�3	�#����	�����
3

��#
���,���
	��#/	���E
F��
&	��=
�#���

�1�����1�����
����2������.-�
����� ��������	

The SRM Medical College
Hospital and Research Centre

(SRM MCHRC), Kattankulathur
and National Institute of Siddha
(NIS), Tambaram have signed a
Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) by which the two will now be
able to achieve excellence in patient
care, research and medical education.

Present for the MoU signing
were SRM MCHRC’s Pro Vice
Chancellor (Medical and Health
Sciences) Dr Lt Col A Ravikumar,
Dean (Medical) Dr A Sundaram,
Medical Superintendent Dr K
Thangaraj,  Associate Dean
(Research) Medical and Health

Sciences Dr M Balasubramanyam,
Director of National Institute of
Siddha — Tambaram Dr R
Meenakumari, Professor and
Hospital Superintendent at NIS, Dr
Christian. 

SRM MCHRC and NIS will
henceforth jointly offer certified
short and long term courses, conduct
jointly sponsored research, academic
and clinical activities, publish books
and journals, develop reference
materials, training methods and
services, offer advisory/consultancy
services.

It may be recalled that SRM
MCHRC and NIS had joined togeth-
er to battle COVID-19 through
Allopathy and Siddha. 
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With the Covid-19
pandemic cut-

ting down jobs oppor-
tunities, India’s leading
training, and skill
development institute
ICA Edu Skills has
switched over to the
virtual placement dri-
ves to help students get
employment.  

The institute has
created a milestone
by placing their more
than 200 students in
Accounts & Finance
stream in the key IT

companies across the
globe.

As the institute
specialises in
accounts, finance,
taxation, and other
job-oriented courses,
they have got 206+
students placed in the
last four months
(April-July 2020). But
for all sectors com-
bined, the placement
record is over 5,000 in
these four months.

The students
bagged an average
package of over �2-�3
lakh per annum.

Online gaming is one of the
largest segments within the

entertainment industry. In India,
the online gaming market currently
stands at $930 million and is pro-
jected to reach $3.7 billion by
2024. Several factors including the
advancement of digital infrastruc-
ture, the proliferation of low-cost
smartphones, and improved qual-
ity and engagement of gaming
content are contributing to this
market volume, reveals a report by
Maple Capital Advisors. 

According to the report —
Gaming — India Story, India is
now home to more than 400 gam-
ing startups with mobile gaming
capturing 85% share of the total
online gaming market. The pro-
found growth of India’s gaming
industry makes it amongst the
most promising sources of employ-
ment. There are ample career
opportunities available for both

freshers and experienced candi-
dates across a wide variety of job
roles. It is also a good time for
gamers who want to turn their pas-
sion into a career. 

Opportunities galore
The gaming sector today has

evolved beyond its nascent stages
to transform into a broad field. The
core industry offers a series of
career options such as game devel-
oper, game designer, game artist,
game programmer, network pro-
grammer, scriptwriter, audio engi-
neer, game tester, and game man-
agement. Additionally, there is a
heightened demand for graphic
designers, security engineers, prod-
uct managers, operations person-
nel, supply chain managers, legal
professionals, and marketing man-
agers. 

For gamers, large PC compa-
nies, as well as small gaming star-
tups, now organise large-scale gam-

ing tournaments wherein partici-
pants can win attractive cash
rewards and gaming merchandise.
The emergence of real-money skill
gaming, too, has presented an
earning opportunity for gaming
enthusiasts. 

Pursuing a career in gaming
While the arrival of online

gaming in India can be dated back
to 2000s, it was only in this decade
when gaming became a part of the
mainstream entertainment cul-
ture. Hence, the job prospects in
the gaming sector were fairly
restricted up until a few years ago.
Today, however, pursuing a career
in gaming can be highly reward-
ing and satisfactory. Moreover,
many gaming companies allow
employees to work on flexible
hours and/or even work remote-
ly. 

When it comes to qualifica-
tions, most recruiters in the gam-

ing industry focus primarily on
technical skills and applied knowl-
edge over professional degrees.
However, if ones to become a game
developer, having an engineering
degree is mandatory. For aspiring
game designers, there are several
diploma and certificate courses
offered by premium institutes.
The minimum eligibility required
for applying for these courses is
Class XII. Besides this, one should
be well acquainted with digital
tools such as Photoshop, Maya,
Max, Substance Designer etc. In
terms of remuneration, freshers
start with a modest salary, but
experienced professionals can earn
up to �10-�12 lakhs or even more. 

Analysing the future poten-
tial 

The Indian online gaming
market is growing rapidly, both in
terms of monetisation and user
base. With increased investor
interest, enhanced customer life-
cycle, better gender parity and the
rise of localised gaming content, it
is touted as one of the most lucra-
tive sectors. As suggested by indus-
try estimates, 190 million Indians
will actively participate in online
gaming by 2021. Looking at its
dynamic expansion, it is expected
that the industry will become a
hotbed for jobs. 

The COVID-19 pandemic
will also play a significant role in
the growth of new users as more
people turn to gaming apps and
platforms to unwind themselves.
Against this background, the gam-
ing industry will generate more
and more employment opportu-
nities. Of course, there are still mis-
conceptions around gaming, but
the mindset of students and their
parents are slowly changing and
they are now considering starting
their professional journey in the
gaming world.
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T
he pandemic has brought signif-
icant stress and has added pres-
sure on both sides of the money

divide. While almost all businesses have
been hit with huge drops in demand for
products, many are compelled to lay-off
their employees. But, smart employers
like Nokia, Adobe, Salesforce, and
HubSpot realised this early that lay-offs
are not a solution to protect the busi-
ness from current challenges. That’s why
instead of offering pink slips to employ-
ees, they preferred to empower them
through upskilling and better learning
opportunities. Indeed, the business
goes up when people get upskilled. 

One in four employees in India lost
their jobs between March-May alone
and there is still a downward trend in
the job market. Today, the one and only
way to sustain the crisis is upskilling,
which is as essential to companies as it
is for employees. For the former group,
upskilling is mandatory to stay ahead
of competition and for the latter group,
it helps to get noticed in the workplace. 

Upskilling is no longer an expen-
sive and strenuous affair — thanks to
the digitisation of communication that
has made learning and upskilling
immensely affordable for both compa-
nies and individuals. Availability of e-
learning content in various formats and
in different languages is greatly bene-
fiting them while serving well-informed
and sophisticated customers. 

It is always difficult for an organi-
sation to lose its valuable and essential
people because their presence is imper-
ative to achieve long-term goals and
objectives. But, to keep them engaged
and motivated, the employer must

ensure their personal and professional
growth.  

For millennial entrepreneurs, dig-
italisation is a holistic and inclusive strat-
egy for optimum utilisation of an
organisation’s resources, including
human resources. Therefore, the pan-
demic has led many futuristic organi-
sations to receptively embrace digital
learning solutions for the training and
upskilling of their employees. Now,
accessing industry leaders is no more
a luxury for small businesses. Like cor-
porates, they too can empower their
employees with the experience and
insights of eminent personalities and
consultants. 

With better digital infrastructure
and high penetration of communication
devices, businesses across the world are
benefitting their employees with
bespoke learning programmes and
training modules. And, unlike exorbi-
tant conventions and seminars involv-
ing hefty consultation fees of industry

experts, venue expenses, and a large
amount of logistics expenditures, e-
learning is quite frugal and doesn't
require breaking the bank expenses.

Localisation or language preference
is another useful feature of these busi-
ness-oriented learning programmes.
The availability of curated content in
multiple languages is a great support to
learners who are not well-versed in the
English language. Besides, e-learning
training programmes are useful in
developing both hard and soft skills
among employees. Now, using e-learn-
ing training modules, employees in any
region or time zone can access the tai-
lored training programmes of the
industry experts. And, unlike exorbitant
conventions and seminars involving
hefty consultation fees of industry
experts, venue expenses, and a large
amount of logistics, e-learning is quite
frugal and doesn’t require breaking the
bank expenses.  
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CS Ashish Garg, President,
The Institute of Company

Secretaries of India, has been
unanimously elected as the
President of the Council of
Corporate Secretaries
International Association, for the
year 2021.

Corporate Secretaries
International Association was
established as an associationin the
year 2010 in Geneva,
Switzerlandand then again recon-
stituted as a company limited by
guarantee in Hongkong in the
year 2017, to facilitate, develop

and promote the profession of
Corporate Secretaries and
Governance Professionals and to
assist in creation of such organ-
isations in countries where it
doesn’t exist.

Governed by a Council of
members and representatives
from each national member
organisation, CSIA has more
than fourteen member countries
today and is catering to 100000
governance professionals across
the globe.

With the strengthening of the
Governance Structure in the
country and with its growth as an
inclusive nation in the Global

Corporate Governance map,
India Inc. has already made head-
way in achieving its goal of
becoming one of Global
Corporate Leaders. Appointment

of CS Ashish Garg, as the
President of CSIA, would bolster
the ambit of this growth.

A fellow member of the ICSI,
a Post Graduate in Economics
(M.A.) and Commerce (M.Com.)
and a Law Graduate (L.LB.) from
Vikram University, Ujjain, CS
Ashish Garg holds almost over 19
years of experience with special-
isation in Corporate Laws,
Organisational Restructuring and
Corporate Legal Counselling to
Companies. Under his empirical
anddynamic leadership and his
pragmatic approach, CSIA is sure
to accomplish its missionstate-
ment.
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The second test of National

Aptitude Test in
Architecture (NATA) for
admission to first year of five
year BArch degree Programme
for the academic year 2020-
2021 has been successfully
conducted by the Council of
Architecture (COA), all over
India on  September 12, 2020.

Due to COVID-19 pan-
demic, the Aptitude Test was
conducted in two modes i.e.
Centre Based and Home Based
and candidates were free to
choose the mode convenient to
them as a comprehensive
online aptitude test with both
components — Part-A
(Cognitive skills for Drawing
and Visual Composition Test)
and Part-B (Test on Scientific
Ability & General Aptitude) to
be answered on PC/laptop. 

The HBT mode was intro-
duced by the Council for the

first time as an online proc-
tored examination using
Artificial Intelligence technol-
ogy.

A total of 30999 aspiring
candidates enrolled for second
test out of which 22289 candi-
dates appeared for the exami-
nation. 8202 candidates
appeared from their homes
and 14087 candidates appeared
for online examination in 158
designated centres pan India
and at one centre in Dubai in
two shifts.

The Centre-based Test was
conducted duly observing all
protocols/ SOPs mandated for
the safety of Candidates at the
test centres. The result will be
declared on or before
September 17, 2020. The best
score obtained by the candi-
dates out of the two tests shall
be the final valid score for
admission.
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The Mahindra University’s
Ecole Centrale School of

Engineering (MEC),
Hyderabad, announced
September 18, 2020 as the last
date for applications for admis-
sions to the four-year B.Tech.
programme at its Hyderabad
campus for the academic ses-
sion 2020-2024. The students
can apply on www.mechyd.ac.in
till September 18. Eligible stu-
dents will be counselled online
on the branches available to
them and online offers will be
rolled out.

MEC has a total of around
400 seats available in its BTech
programme offered in seven
academic disciplines —
Computer Science &
Engineering, Electrical &
Electronics Engineering,

Mechanical Engineering, Civil
Engineering, Artificial
Intelligence, Electronics &
Computer Engineering, and
Computation & Mathematics. 

The admissions will be
granted on the basis of either
JEE Mains (Qualify in JEE
Main examination and eligible
to write the JEE Advanced
2020 exam) or valid SAT
Subject Test Scores or SAT
Scores or ACT scores or Class
Class XII exams result (80% or
equivalent grade cumulatively
in Mathematics, Physics &
Chemistry Subjects in Class XII
from any Statutory Board).

MEC’s UG programmes
in engineering are interdisci-
plinary in nature. The four-year
degree will empower students
with the unique ability to adapt
to global engineering chal-
lenges.
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I
n the last three CATs, there was
no sub-section in the name of
DI and LR and majority of sets

were amalgamation of DI and LR.
So, practicing something off-beat
and unconventional from quality
material will provide a big boost
to your preparation. The DI/LR
section of last three CATs were
medium to difficult level with
quite a few easy and doable sets
which one should have hand-
picked and scored decent marks. 

One has to be flexible in his
strategy while attempting this sec-
tion. Scanning the section intense-
ly and prioritising the doable sets
is the key to fetch a decent per-
centile score. Problem sets of
DILR can be primarily divided
into following types.

Type-I: Solo DI Sets: 
Questions are designed on a

data set based on Tables, Bar
graphs, Line charts, Pie charts,
Routes and network diagram,
Triangular diagram, Scattered
Graphs, Bubble graphs, Cob-web
graphs etc or the combination of
two or more ways. Questions are
more of calculation intensive
nature once you are done with the

interpretation. Some elements of
arithmetic like variations, ratios,
percentages, averages, weighted
mean, reverse weighted mean are
also required in formulations and
calculations. Students equipped
with the requisite arithmetic skills
and know the art of minimising
the unnecessary calculations have
an edge. 

Type-II: Solo LR Sets:
LR problem sets are based on

Linear and circular arrangements,
distributions, orders and sequenc-
ing, floor arrangements, binary
logic and selections. Ability to
comprehend questions followed by
the correct and complete inter-
pretation are the key attributes to
succeed in concluding the sets . 

Sometimes the questions are
framed in such a way that you
mark an obvious looking answer
which is often wrong. Beware of
the language trap, if required
revisit the restrictions to narrow
down the possibilities, and again
reinterpret and fine tune the skele-
ton in progress made to reach the
conclusions. Never select the sets
just on the basis of familiarity.
Decision-making of doable sets are

based upon complexity or number
of variables in problem sets.

Type-III: Topic Based DILR
Sets:

Test takers are familiar with
DILR sets based on the topics like
Cubes, Venn-Diagrams, Round-
Robin & Single elimination
Tournaments, Maximisation and
Minimisations based on Venn-dia-
grams etc only because of some
sort of familiarity. Problem sets
from these topics could be a kind
of trap to woo the test takers.
Although questions are from
familiar area, there is need to read
the complete set with mindfulness
to gauge the exact difficulty level.

Type-IV: Mixture of DI and
LR Sets:

A few sets were based on mix
of DI and LR sets like Reasoning
based DI, Maximisation-minimi-
sation questions based on DI,
Quant based reasoning based
upon Linear and circular arrange-
ments, distributions and selec-
tions. Test takers needs to practice
the quality materials in order to get
accustomed with new types of
DILR sets.

Type-V: New Puzzle types:

Test takers have witnessed
several new puzzle types like
Sudoku, matrix and grid, cryp-
tography, coding-decoding, new
type of quant-based reasoning in
the recent past. Test makers used
these problem sets as a kind of sur-
prise elements to test on the spot
thinking and ability to deal with
various parameters and con-
straints. One needs to solve these
sets with full concentration and
absorb all the information given.
Detailed reading and under-
standing of the set might take
about 3-4 mins but once you find
the set on the doable lines and are
able to crack the set successfully,
the investment would be a big dif-
ferentiator.

One should scan DI/LR sec-
tion and identify the sets which
seem to be the first choice. Student
should attempt this section in two
rounds of approximately 30 min-
utes each. In the first round all the
easily doable sets should be tar-
geted. In the second, moderately
difficult sets should be targeted.
The time limit for each round
could vary.
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O
nline classrooms present par-
ticular challenges for students
seeking hands-on skills but cre-

ative solutions are on the horizon.
While some of these changes may or
may not be permanent, certain tectonic
shifts in industries like fashion are
inevitable. If ever there was a time for
fashion to reinvent itself, it is now.

Myths versus reality: Expectations
of impractical, uncomfortable work
attire are floating away. People will con-
sume fashion in a different way now;
this means more personalisation for
brands, relaxed fundamental clothing
and the need for students to get clos-
er to understand the pulse of the
modern age customer. 

While fast fashion is flying out of
the shelf, durable and sustainable cloth-
ing is making its presence felt like never
before; style will sure take a 360-
degree turn in post COVID-19 world.

So while the virus continues to flex
its muscle, new curriculum should be
added where they should be taught to
create creative concepts of practical,
cost-effective, affordable fashion to
influence customer’s journey. 

Improvisation will be key: Trends
in the fashion industry changes very fast
with new designs or patterns come
every day in the market. Designers need
to keep pacing with new styles and AI
algorithms can analyse designs through
images to copying popular styles. The
3D virtual prototyping is an ideal
technology for fashion universities to
work with considering distance learn-
ing.

But the students are not well
equipped with handling these softwares
because these softwares were not taught
before. Making them learn these soft-
wares will play an important part in the
fashion education now more than ever. 

More tech apps are coming in
which are using augmented reality
and virtual reality to give a new con-
sumer experience while shopping and
these technologies should be inculcat-
ed in the syllabus.

They should learn how to fill skill
gaps in the fashion industry, many fash-
ion degrees offered by universities
focus too much on the design and mar-

keting aspects of fashion, failing to
teach students the revenue aspect of it
and how the brand will be scalable in
terms of number. 

They should also be taught how to
build brand which will be scalable in
terms of revenue. 

Technology is crucial but will not
replace craft: However, as important as
digital technologies become, at the
same time there will be a growing inter-
est in traditional craftsmanship. As
many consumers are going for local,
crafted products instead of generic,
mass-produced options. 

The kinds of skills that fashion stu-
dents should be acquiring now and into
the future have more to do with how
they are thinking and using design,
rather than skills specific to a certain
technique or process. While there are
platforms that allow students to con-
struct patterns, drape and fit virtually,
these will not entirely replace the need
for hands-on training with the crafts-
man as we know it today. If anything,
we may see the more traditional crafts-
man techniques being used in tandem
with newer digital technologies and
more hybrid learning models where
students study through a combination
of on-site and online education.
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T
he UC Laura J Clad
Memorial invites
app;ications for

International Scholarship in
New Zealand, 2020 to under-
take a thesis for the degree of
master and PhD.

Benefits: The sponsorship
will be awarded worth up to
$2,400.

Eligibility: The applicant
must have to apply for a thesis
for the degree of MSc or PhD
in the field of Ecology and
Environmental Science at the
University of Canterbury for
the academic year 2020-2021.
You are required to upload a
CV, statement of interest, copy
of passport and statement of
purpose. Admission require-
ments: If you are going to
enroll for a degree at UC then
you must have at least an
upper second-class, under-
graduate honors degree or
equivalent international qual-
ification degree. Language
requirements: Applicants must
achieve the minimum standard
in a recognized English lan-
guage.

How to apply: If you want
to join this program, then you
have to be a university student
through applying for a PhD
and masters degree course at
the University of Canterbury.
After taking full-time enroll-
ment, candidates can apply for
the award.

Application deadline: It is
November 1, 2020.

The SGS Dean offers
funding and invites applicatins
from internationa students for
pursuing their masters or PhD
studies at the University of
Lethbridge.

Benefits: An amount of
$10,000 to successful partici-
pants.

Eligibility: An applicant
must be a full-time participant
and demonstrate aptitude,
research skill, material and/or
performance-related produc-
tions and activities. The par-
ticipants need to upload unof-
ficial transcripts, letter of intent,
curriculum vitae, and language
ability proof. Admission
requirements: The partici-
pants must have an under-
graduate degree in applying to
a graduate degree programme.
Language requirement:
Overseas applicants are sug-
gested to take the TOEFL or
IELTS test for demonstrating
their English language ability.

How to apply: There is no
additional application for the
grant. All eligible participants
will be considered for the
grant, after the enrollment in a
master or a PhD degree pro-
gram at the university.

Application deadline: The
university accepts applicants in
three terms: Summer term:
May-August; Fall term:
September-December and
Spring term: January-April/ 

Check deadlines according
to the course and term.
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The Thomas and Uber Cup in
Denmark was on Tuesday post-

poned to next year by the Badminton
World Federation (BWF) following a
wave of withdrawals by top teams due
to the raging COVID-19 pandemic.

India had announced both the
men’s and women’s squads for the pres-
tigious event which was scheduled to
be held in Aarhus, Denmark from
October 3 to 11.

However, after Indonesia and
South Korea on Friday joined
Thailand, Australia, Chinese Taipei
and Algeria in pulling out due to the
dreaded disease, the sport’s governing
body held a virtual emergency coun-
cil meeting on Sunday.

“The Badminton World
Federation (BWF), in full consultation
and agreement with local host
Badminton Denmark, has made the
tough decision to postpone the
TOTAL BWF Thomas & Uber Cup
Finals 2020 in Aarhus, Denmark,”
BWF said in a statement.

“The decision comes following the
withdrawal of a number of participat-
ing teams from the TOTAL BWF
Thomas and Uber Cup Finals and the
European leg of the adjusted HSBC
BWF World Tour.

“BWF is looking into possible
alternative dates to reschedule the

World Men’s and Women's Team
Championships, but on dates not
before into 2021,” it added.

BWF had tried to rope in
Singapore and Hong Kong as replace-
ments but they declined the invitation.

There were also reports that Japan
was contemplating withdrawing from
the event, while China too was await-
ing government's approval. September
18 was the last date for confirmation.

Among top players, India’s Saina
Nehwal had on Sunday raised con-
cerns about the timing of the event,
asking whether it would be safe to go

ahead with it in the middle of the pan-
demic.

Saina, alongwith Olympic Silver
medallist P V Sindhu, were supposed
to lead the 10-member women’s team
in Uber Cup, while former world no.1
Kidambi Srikanth would have spear-
headed the Indian men’s campaign in
Thomas Cup.

However, the team’s preparations
were not progressing smoothly with a
proposed camp cancelled a few days
ago due to the players’ refusal to accept
the quarantine norms set by the
Sports Authority of India (SAI).

In another decision, the BWF has
decided to proceed with the Denmark
Open in Odense, a World Tour Event,
as originally planned from October 13
to 18.

“The second tournament sched-
uled for Odense - the VICTOR
Denmark Masters 2020 - slated for 20-
25 October has been cancelled as it is
no longer feasible to conduct this addi-
tional event.”

In its rescheduled calender, BWF
had also decided to conduct two
Super 1000 events in Asia besides the
HSBC World Tour Finals in
November.

According to reports, the apex
body had considered Indonesia as the
host for the three events but the
country has decided to cancel its
application due to the global health

crisis.
" . . .BWF will  make further

announcements as soon as details are
clarified," the world body said.

The Thomas and Uber Cup Final
was supposed to mark the resumption
of international badminton after it
came to a halt in March because of the
dreaded virus.

BWF said it had planned to put in
place a bio-bubble for the safe return
of the sport but it respects the con-
cerns of players and member nations.
"...In view of the recent COVID-19
related developments around the
world, a number of teams and individ-
ual players have elected not to travel
to Denmark for tournaments in
Aarhus and Odense; a choice the
BWF has to respect and acknowledge.

"These are exceptional circum-
stances we find ourselves in and while
a return to international badminton
remains a priority for the BWF, the
health and safety of the entire bad-
minton community is of utmost
importance."

The governing body admitted that
it would not be possible to deliver a
high quality tournament in the current
circumstances and hence it decided to
defer the event.

"...We are not in a position to
deliver the level of competition reason-
ably expected by fans and all stake-
holders...," it said.  
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Andy Murray received a wild card into
the French Open.
The former No. 1 was the only non-

Frenchman of eight players to be given
a free pass into the main draw of the clay
grand slam which starts in 13 days.

Murray was also awarded a wild card
into the U.S. Open, after his struggles
with pelvic and shin injuries dropped his
ranking to 129th. He went two rounds
in New York, and improved to 110th, but
still too low for the French Open when
it published its main draw entry list.

Murray’s best French Open result
was the final in 2016.

Tsvetana Pironkova of Bulgaria and
Eugenie Bouchard of Canada were the
only non-Frenchwomen to receive wild
cards.

Pironkova, who made the U.S. Open
her first comeback tournament since
2017 after having a son, achieved an
impressive first-time run to
the quarterfinals, where
she was stopped by
Serena Williams.

Pironkova’s best
result at Roland
Garros was the quar-
terfinals in 2016.
Bouchard reached her
first final in more
than four years
in Istanbul
on Sunday
and lost in
a third-set
tiebreaker.

S h e
lost to
e v e n t u a l
champion
M a r i a
Sharapova
in the
French Open
semifinals in
2014, the same
year she reached
the Wimbledon
final. 
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A
Chelsea team featuring just two
of its slew of high-profile and
expensive signings got off to a

winning start in the English Premier
League by beating Brighton 3-1.

Timo Werner and Kai Havertz -
signed for a combined $160 million -
didn’t manage to score at Amex
Stadium, either, with Chelsea’s goals
coming from Jorginho, Reece James and
Kurt Zouma.

James’ was the most spectacular
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Benoit Paire’s anger at being
strictly confined at the U.S.

Open after contracting the coro-
navirus boiled over at the Italian
Open during a farcical first-
round match.

The 24th-ranked Paire
threw his racket high into the air
twice during one game and
showed little effort against
Italian teenager Jannik Sinner in
a 6-2, 6-1 loss.

Paire was forced to stay in
isolation in New York until he
tested negative — preventing
him from training. The
Frenchman criticized Rome
organizers for making him play
on the opening day of the tour-
nament.

“I made only one request,
which is to play Tuesday to have
an extra day of training after
what happened to me in New
York, and because I’m playing
an Italian you put me on
Monday,” Paire tweeted on
Sunday.

Twice during the second
set, Paire launched his rack-
et high into the air in frus-
tration — the second time
coming dangerously close
to hitting the chair
umpire. Paire, who put on
a face mask during some
of the changeovers,
had numerous ver-
bal exchanges
with the chair
umpire but
received only
one warning for
his behavior.

During the
final game of the
match, Paire slammed
returns of serve into
the net in anger —
with seemingly no
intent of putting the
ball into play. When
he finally managed

to get a return into play on
Sinner’s first match point, Paire
seemed surprised and didn’t
bother running down Sinner’s
reply.

“I had not played in 10 days,
staying in my room,” Paire said.

“It was a good training, I’m
happy I played one hour. I even
played one hour and four min-
utes. I’m happy I hung on for
1:04. I gave what I could. Jannik
played very well.

“The result does not really
matter,” Paire added.

“I still have the doubles. I
will try to entertain myself with
Nico (Nicolas Mahut) and try to
win a match.”

The tournament at the Foro
Italico, where spectators are
barred, was rescheduled from its
usual May slot due to the pan-
demic.

Sinner said, “On one hand
I can understand, after spend-
ing so many days under quar-
antine in New York. … In the
end, I did what I needed to.” He
moves on to meet third-seeded
Stefanos Tsitsipas.

Kei Nishikori — who is
returning from right elbow
surgery and missed the U.S.
Open after testing positive

for COVID-19 — won for
the first time in more than a

year, beating Albert
Ramos-Vinolas 6-4,

7-6 (3). Also in the
first round, Casper
Ruud of Norway
rallied past
K a r e n
Khachanov 6-
3, 3-6, 6-1;

Borna Coric
beat Cristian Garin

6-4, 6-4; Grigor
Dimitrov eliminat-

ed wild card Gianluca
Mager 7-5, 6-1; and
Filip Krajinovic beat
Felix Auger-
Aliassime 6-4, 7-5.
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India hockey skipper Manpreet Singh says
going through a stressful isolation period

while recovery from coronavirus has made him
a mentally strong player who is now equipped
to tackle any situation on the field.

Manpreet was one of the six hockey play-
ers to test positive for COVID-19 at the team’s
training base in Bengaluru last month after they

arrived for the national camp. 
Having started their individual sessions

after recovering, Manpreet said they still
miss being part of the rest of the squad, even
though Hockey India, Sports Authority of
India and support staffs are doing their best
to keep them upbeat.

“Hockey India officials would check
on us almost every day if the food being
provided is good, if our tele-treatment
was done regularly, if we are monitoring
our oxygen levels regularly and so on.

“Coaching Staff and teammates too
would check on us through video calls.
These things really helped us remain
upbeat. Though it did sting a little to know
all our teammates were back on the pitch
while we were still in isolation, I feel this
experience has made me mentally

tougher to face any situation,” the

skipper said. Recollecting the time spent at the
hospital, the star midfielder said it was mental-
ly tough for him and rest of the infected play-
ers to remain in isolation.

“It was not easy, especially mentally. I have
not done anything for a month and that's a long
time in a sportsperson’s career especially when
every day is about improving and being the
best,” Manpreet said. “To be honest, initially
when the results came out, we were slightly
stressed. (But)  we received best facilities in the
hospital with SAI constantly checking with the
medical team there of our well-being.”
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Delhi Capitals all-rounder Axar
Patel on Tuesday said he has

“ticked all the boxes” in every depart-
ment and reckoned the franchise has
the firepower this time to win the IPL
title, which has so far eluded them.

Moved out of India due to a surge
in COVID-19 cases, the 13th edition
of the world’s biggest T20 league will
be held in the three venues of Dubai,
Abu Dhabi and Sharjah in the UAE
from September 19 to November 10.

Delhi Capitals will enter the
tournament as one of the top con-
tenders.

Commenting on the team that
comprises some fine players, Axar
said, “With the new changes, I think

the squad looks good. With fast
bowlers, spinners and all-rounders,
we have covered all the bases and I

think we can become champions this
time.

“Everyone looks positive in the
nets and we all are in good shape.”

The 26-year-old left-arm spinner,
who is slowly adapting to the new
normal amid the pandemic, spoke
about the challenges that lay ahead
and the experience of training while
staying in a bio-bubble.

“Obviously, with no crowd, we’ll
feel empty. Then, the saliva ban is
going to make a big difference for the
bowlers.

“During initial practice sessions,
I was being conscious of not using
saliva or sweat on the ball. So, these
are the challenges which we will have
to be wary of.

“Nevertheless, the positive thing

is that at least we will have action-
packed cricket after a long time,
which is a good thing for not only us,
but also for India. Everyone will enjoy
the game with a different frame of
mind which will be really exciting,”
he said.

As part of the guidelines framed
by the BCCI, the players and support
staff will be tested every five days
throughout the league.

"We are feeling a little bad that we
can’t enjoy the matches with our
friends. After every two days, tests are
being conducted.

“We can’t go out anywhere and
we can’t sit for more than 15 minutes
in anyone's room, so these things are
challenging, but slowly we are getting
used to it.”
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While terming Jasprit
Bumrah as the best T20

bowler in the world, Australia
pacer James Pattinson has said
he is looking forward to work-
ing with the India pacer and
New Zealand fast bowler Trent
Boult, among others, in the
Mumbai Indians' bowling unit
during the Indian Premier
League (IPL) starting on
September 19. “Personally, it’s
just fantastic to work with
some of the best bowlers in the
world. Obviously, Bumrah is
probably the best T20 bowler
in the world. And Boulty [Trent
Boult] is up there as well. So, for
me it will be a great experience
to be around those guys,”
Pattinson said in a video shared
on Mumbai Indians’ official
handle. “I have played a few
One-day Internationals here in
the UAE before, so I have got
a bit of experience over here in
UAE.”

Reigning champions MI
named Pattinson as a replace-
ment for veteran fast bowler

Lasith Malinga for this year’s
IPL.

Pattinson also spoke about
the conditions in the UAE, say-
ing the slower ball might be
used a lot on surfaces which
could be slower and lower as
the tournament progresses.
"The wickets are drier and
there will be three wickets
which will be used throughout
the tournament so it will be
slower and lower as the tour-
nament goes on. May be the
slower ball and stuff like that
might come into play a lot
more.”
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and the most crucial, the right back’s
swerving piledriver from 30 meters regain-
ing the lead for Chelsea at 2-1 in the 56th
minute, just two minutes after Brighton
equalized through Leandro Trossard.

Zouma’s deflected volley from a corner
in the 66th then gave Chelsea some breath-

ing space.
“I thought we were OK,” Chelsea man-

ager Frank Lampard said. “I liked the work
ethic and discipline of the team.

“We have been together for four days.
... To expect everything to click on day one
would have been difficult.”

Brighton midfielder Steven
Alzate lost possession in central
midfield as the hosts tried to
play the ball out from the back,
Werner was played through
and was brought down by goal-
keeper Mat Ryan. Jorginho sent
Ryan the wrong way.

Much-criticized goalkeeper
Kepa Arrizabalaga was handed
a start by Chelsea manager
Frank Lampard but his failure
to keep out Trossard's 54th-
minute shot from outside the
area will likely keep the scruti-
ny on him. Kepa seemed slow
to get down as the ball squirmed
beyond his outstretched right
hand.

James quickly put Chelsea
back in front with a stunning
strike that flew into the roof of
the net, and the right back sent
in the corner that Zouma met
with a volley that ricocheted in
off Brighton defender Adam
Webster’s right foot.

Of Chelsea’s other offseason
signings that combined to cost
$250 million, left back Ben
Chilwell and playmaker Hakim
Ziyech were injured and center
back Thiago Silva wasn't ready
after only recently joining up
with the squad.

“The players are still work-
ing each other out a little bit,”
Lampard said. “Today we
weren't as fluid as we could be
.. I want us to have a lot more
movement up front than we did
today.” 

While Havertz was fairly ineffec-
tive in his position on the right of
midfield, fellow Germany interna-
tional Werner - the lone striker - was
more impressive and earned the
penalty that was converted by
Jorginho to break the deadlock in the
21st minute.
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Royal Challengers
Bangalore’s young

batsman Devdutt
Padikkal says he is feel-
ing as good about his
game as it was before
the COVID-19 lock-
down after a good two
and half weeks of skills
training ahead of the
IPL.

His team will take
on Sunrisers Hyderabad
on September 21 in its
opening match of the
league, which begins on
September 19 in the
UAE.

“Feels great as we
are slowly getting back
into it. There have been
a good number of (net)
sessions and we are feel-
ing good like we were
before lockdown,”
Padikkal told RCB’s
YouTube channel.

The Karnataka left-
hander is being talked
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about highly in the Indian
cricket circles after top-scoring
in both the Syed Mushtaq Ali
Trophy and the Vijay Hazare
Trophy.

“It’s more about move-
ment, getting the legs moving
quicker, getting the reactions
faster again, the sessions were
targeted on what we are doing
and what we are aiming to
achieve,” Padikkal said.


