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As situation remains tense
after repeated intrusion

attempts by China at the Line
of Actual Control in Eastern
Ladakh, New Delhi on
Thursday blamed Beijing for
violation of bilateral agree-
ments and called for speedy
disengagement from the flash-
points at the LAC. Given the
surcharged atmosphere, Army
and IAF chiefs on Thursday
visited border areas of Ladakh
to review operational readiness.

Making India’s stand clear,
External Affairs Ministry
Spokesperson Anurag
Srivastava said, “It is clear that
the situation we witness over
the past four months is a direct
result of the actions taken by
the Chinese side that sought to
effect unilateral change of sta-
tus quo. These actions result-
ed in violation of the bilateral
agreements and protocol which
ensured peace and tranquility
in the border areas for close to
three decades.”

The fourth round of
Brigadier-level talks between
the two countries remained
inconclusive. They will meet
again on Friday to resolve the
latest issue.

Reacting to the develop-
ments in the last four days
when the Chinese troops tried
to provoke India, Chief of
Defence Staff (CDS) General
Bipin Rawat said, “Of late we
have been seeing some aggres-
sive actions by China but we
are capable of handling these.
Our tri-services are capable of
dealing with threats along our
frontiers.”

He, however, underlined
that India wants peace and
tranquility across our borders.

His comments come days
after the CDS said military
option could be exercised if

talks at all levels fail to resolve
the more than four-month
long stand-offs at the LAC in
eastern Ladakh.

Army chief General MM
Naravane’s two-day visit begin-
ning Thursday comes four days
after the Indian Army foiled a
major bid by 300 Chinese
troops to intrude into the
southern bank of the Pangong
Tso (lake). The Indian action
on the intervening night of
August 29 and 30 resulted after
timely intelligence tip-off about
the movement of the Chinese
troops and tanks at night.

In a swift move, the Indian
troops, including commandos
of the covert Special Frontier
Force (SFF), thwarted the
attempt and occupied strategic
heights like the “Black Top” and
“Helmet Top”.

Naravane visited some key
sensitive positions in forward
areas of Ladakh to gain first-
hand knowledge of the ground
situation. He was also briefed
about all the aspects of the cur-
rent issues by local comman-
ders, sources said. Further

review meetings are scheduled
for Friday regarding status of
operational readiness.

Since the Indian armed
forces are alert on the entire
4,000 km LAC from Ladakh in
the west to Arunachal Pradesh
in the east, IAF chief RKS
Bhadauria discussed the entire
gamut of preparations during
his one-day visit to the Eastern
Command in Shillong. He also
visited some forward airbases
where the frontline fighter jets
are now deployed for the last
three months since the stand-
offs started. In June, Bhadauria
made a quiet visit to Ladakh

and Srinagar airbases to review
the IAF’s overall preparedness.

Meanwhile, highlighting
that New Delhi wants to resolve
the issue through dialogue,
the MEA Spokesperson said,
“The ground commanders are
still holding discussions to
resolve the situation. We reit-
erate the consensus reached
between the two Foreign
Ministers and Special
Representatives that the situa-
tion in the border should be
handled in a responsible man-
ner and either side should not
take any provocative action or
escalate matters.”

As regards the develop-
ments post the attempt by the
Chinese troops to unilaterally
change the status quo in the
South Bank of Pangong Lake
on the night of August 29 and
early morning on August 30,
Srivastava said the
Government’s stand was clear-
ly articulated in the statement
made on September 1.

“I am not going to go over
the Chinese actions that caused
the recent escalation,” he added.

On Tuesday, the
Spokesperson had said the
Chinese side engaged in
“provocative” military maneu-
vers in the late night of August
29 and 30 in an attempt to
change the status quo in the
South Bank area of Pangong
Lake. The Indian side respond-
ed to these provocative actions
and took appropriate defensive
steps along the LAC in order to
safeguard our interests and
defend the territorial integrity.

On Thursday, he said now
the way ahead is negotiations,
both through the diplomatic
and military channels. The
Indian side is firmly commit-
ted to resolving all outstanding
issues through peaceful talks.

“We, therefore, strongly
urge the Chinese side to sin-
cerely engage the Indian side
with the objective of expedi-
tiously restoring the peace and
tranquility in the border areas
through complete disengage-
ment and de-escalation in
accordance with the bilateral
agreements and protocols,” he
said.

These assertions came as
China has in the last four days
blamed the Indian forces for
breaching the LAC and occu-
pying several hill tops. India
has maintained the actions on
August 29-30 were carried out
to defend its interests within its
own side of the LAC.
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Delhi is seeing a major
resurgence of coronavirus

cases after more than two
months of a relatively sub-
dued trend. On Thursday, the
national Capital recorded 2,737
cases, the highest single-day
tally after 66 days.   

Delhi alone is not seeing
this renewed surge. Several
other States are also recording
a rising number of cases on a
daily basis. This has pushed
India’ tally to nearly four mil-
lion cases.

On June 28, Delhi  record-
ed the highest 2,883  new cases
and after that the situation
remained under control even
though the number of testing
went up in a big way.  When
Delhi recorded just 652 cases
on  August 16, it was assumed
that the worst may be finally
behind for the national Capital.
However the hope has been
quickly dashed.

But the cases have been on
the rise during the last fort-
night. For example, Delhi
recorded nearly 11,000 cases in
the week between August 21
and 28. In the last one week
again, the national capital
recorded 10,000 new cases.

With 19 fatalities on
Thursday, the total death toll in
Delhi stands at 45,000 and the
total number of cases at 1.82
lakh.

Meanwhile on Thursday,
the Union Health Ministry
said the Covid-19 positivity
rate among healthcare workers
is on the higher side in the
States and Union territories of
Telangana, Maharashtra, Delhi,
Karnataka, Puducherry and
Punjab.

“In Telangana, healthcare

workers’ positivity rate is 18 per
cent, in Maharashtra it is 16
per cent, in Delhi 14 per cent,
Karnataka 13 per cent,
Puducherry 12 per cent and in
Punjab it is 11 per cent. These
are the States where the posi-
tivity rate among healthcare
workers is on a higher side,” the
Ministry said.
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The Supreme Court has
directed the removal of

48,000 slum dwellings along
the 140 km length of railway
tracks in Delhi within three
months and said there shall not
be any kind of political inter-
ference in execution of the
plan. The jhuggi jhopris will be
removed in a phased manner.

The top court also
restrained any court from
granting any kind of stay with
respect to removal of encroach-
ments in the area and said in
case any interim order is grant-
ed with respect to encroach-
ments along railway tracks that
shall not be effective. 

A bench of justices Arun
Mishra, BR Gavai and Krishna
Murari, which took note of the
report filed by the
Environment Pollution
(Prevention & Control)
Authority (EPCA) directed
action be taken be reported to
the court within one month on
removal of waste and encroach-

ments in the area. 
“We also direct all stake-

holders that a comprehensive
plan for removal of jhuggies be
made and executed in a phased
manner. The encroachments
which are there in safety zones
should be removed within a
period of three months and no
interference, political or oth-
erwise, should be there and no
court shall grant any stay with
respect to removal of the
encroachments in the area in
question,” it said. 

The bench said, in case any
interim order is granted with
respect to encroachments,
which have been made along
with railway tracks that shall
not be effective.

The EPCA, in its report,
has sought direction to
Railways to present a time-
bound plan for solid waste
management in the northern
region, starting with Delhi and
its vicinity.  

“We direct that let the plan
be executed with respect to
removal of plastic bags, garbage
etc. Within a period of three
months and a meeting of all
stakeholders, i.e. Railways,
Govt of NCT of Delhi and con-
cerned Municipal
Corporations as well as Delhi
Urban Shelter Improvement
Board (DUISB) will be called
next week and work will be
started forthwith,” it said. 

Continued on Page 2
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Bars in the national Capital
will reopen from

September 9 and hotels, restau-
rants and clubs have been per-
mitted to serve liquor.

The Delhi Disaster
Management Authority
(DDMA) has issued a standard
operating srocedure (SOP) for
operationalisation of bars in
hotels, restaurants and clubs as
part of measures to contain the
spread of Covid-19.

According to order, bars in
containment zones shall
remain closed and only those
outside containment zones will
be allowed to open. 

“Entry shall only be
allowed to persons with face
masks. Only asymptomatic
staff, customers and guests
shall be allowed. Mandatory
provisions for hand hygiene
(sanitiser dispenser) and ther-
mal screening at the entrance
to be made without fail. 

“Not more than 50 per cent
of the approved seating capac-
ity shall be allowed inside the
hotel, restaurant and clubs so
that social distancing norms
may be maintained,” it said.

The order further stated
that adequate manpower shall
be deployed by the hotels,

restaurants and clubs for ensur-
ing social distancing norms and
all the staff shall wear gloves,
face-masks and maintain com-
plete health hygiene such as fre-
quent washing of hands, use of
sanitiser, etc.

Also, the establishments
will have to follow Ministry of
Home Affairs’ (MHA’s) guide-
lines. “With the approval of
Lieutenant Governor Anil
Baijal, authorities have allowed
hotels, restaurants and clubs to
serve liquor from September 9,”
a Delhi Government source
said.

Earlier, on June 12, the
Delhi Government had allowed
restaurants bars, hotels to 
sell their stock expiring imme-
diately.
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The Bombay High Court on
Thursday advised the

media in clear-cut terms to
exercise “restraint” while
reporting on the Sushant Singh
Rajput death case and not to
file stories in manner that will
hamper the probe in the case. 

The CBI questioned Rhea’s
father Indajit Chakraborty for
the third consecutive day on
Thursday for five hours.
During the questioning, the
CBI once against asked Indrajit
about his daughter’s relations
with Rajput and the actor’s
family, the reason for Rhea
leaving Rajput’s home and
blocking the latter’s mobile

number and Rhea’s role in
managing the late actor’s finan-
cial matters.   

Hearing a public interest
litigation filed by eight retired
police officers who held top
positions in the Maharashtra
police to stop a section of the
electronic media from “influ-
encing the course of investiga-
tions” in Sushant’s death case
through “biased and false”
reporting, the high court took
serious cognisance of the ques-
tionable “media coverage” of
the actor’s death case and asked
the media “not to hamper the
investigations” in any manner.

“We urge and expect the
media to exercise restraint in
reporting of the investigation
with respect to the (Rajput)
death, which should not ham-
per the investigation in any
manner,” the Bombay High
Court said. 

Continued on Page 2
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Two days after it temporar-
ily stopped routine OPD

(Outpatient Department) for
two weeks, the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) clarified on Thursday
that the OPD services would
continue as usual.

“Reference circular on
‘Temporary suspension of rou-
tine OPD admission’ dated
September 1, this is to clarify
that OPD services at AIIMS,
New Delhi, will continue as
usual,” the statement said. It did

not mention the reason for
withdrawing the order.

It has has come as a great
relief to many patients and their
relatives  like Rashmi Juneja
whose younger brother is
admitted at the hospital for
serious liver ailment.

“Doctors have recom-
mended his discharge and
home care. But I am worried
that what will happen if my
brother’s situation worsens
again. Good that they dropped
the idea of suspending the
OPD services,” she said.

Continued on Page 2
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After severe criticism from
Opposition parties, includ-

ing the Congress for its alleged
bias to ruling BJP’s content,
Facebook on Thursday banned
Telangana MLA T Raja Singh
from its platform and
Instagram for violating its pol-
icy on content promoting vio-
lence and hate. 

“We have banned Raja

Singh from Facebook for vio-
lating our policy,” a Facebook
spokesperson said in an
emailed statement.

The BJP leader, however,
claimed he has no FB account
for over a year.

The social media giant also
responded to the Congress
saying the organisation has
taken seriously the concerns
and recommendations raised
by the grand old party and that

it takes allegations of bias seri-
ously and said it always
denounces hate and bigotry in
all forms.

The action came against
the backdrop of both the
Congress and Union IT
Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad
writing to Facebook chief Mark
Zuckerberg, accusing the social
media platform’s employees of
“political bias.”

Continued on Page 2
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Twitter confirmed on
Thursday that an account

of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s personal website was
hacked with a series of tweets
asking its followers to donate to
a relief fund through cryp-
tocurrency.

The group known as John
Wick has claimed the respon-
sibility for the hacking the
website. Twitter said it was
aware of the activity with
Modi’s website account and has

taken steps to secure it.
The tweets, which have

since been taken down, asked
the followers to donate to the
PM National Relief Fund
through cryptocurrency.

“We’re aware of this activ-
ity and have taken steps to
secure the compromised
account. We are actively inves-
tigating the situation. At this
time, we are not aware of addi-
tional accounts being impact-
ed. Advice on keeping your
account secure can be found,”
according to a Twitter official.

In series of tweets after the
takeover of the verified handle,
the hacker put out messages
seeking donations to the Prime
Minister’s relief fund for Covid-
19 using bitcoins. “This
account is hacked by John
W i c k
(hckindia@tutanota.com), We
have not hacked Paytm Mall,”
the message said.

The incident comes after
several Twitter accounts of
prominent personalities were
hacked in July.

Continued on Page 2
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Anew sero-survey conduct-
ed by the Gujarat’s

Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation (AMC) has
revealed that 40 per cent of
patients who recovered from
Covid-19  did not have the
antibodies three months after
they were infected. 

This raises concerns of
re-infection among the Covid-
survivors with the municipal
corporation officials not ruling
out second wave of the disease.

The survey showed that
just 23.24 per cent of samples
had antibodies against coron-

avirus, indicating that the city
has not developed a herd
immunity, an official said even
as he warned that the city
might witness a possible sec-
ond and even a third wave of
Covid-19 infections, if basic
rules of Covid hygiene are not
followed.

“At this rate, a second or
a third wave of Covid may fol-
low, if precautions are not
taken now,” the official warned.
However, much better picture
will emerge from the results of
the second sero-survey con-
ducted by the Centre in 18 dis-
tricts across the country. 

Continued on Page 2

�������	�	
��
���������������
��������	�
���
����������	
������������������	���	����������������	������
	��

���	���������
�
��
�	���	�
��	����
�
�������  ����
��

���������������������		
����������	���	��	���
���������	���	�������
�

��������� 

�������
�����������
���!	��������	���"	�����#�������
!������
�����

�����	

������
	����	��
����

��"��
�
�#���$
�������

����
��������#�%���$

��������&������
�	
��&	������&���

���
����&
��������
����!����'�	������	

$%	���	��	�������
&���	��	������
���
' �������(������)��

��������	�
����������
�����������������������

(�	��������������)�	$
�
���
������&
	���������

*��+'��	�������������	���
,-!��	���	���������� 	�

�������	
����	��
���������
�����
���	���������������
���	
�������������
���	������	����
�������	�������� ���

� �����	���������������������
����������������������� 
	 ������������!��"������ �#
����� ���

� ��������$ ��������%�����&#���#
��#���!�##������#��� ��������

� '���	 ��� �������������#�
�����������������#�� %��##
�$���� �� %����$�������$%�
"�����$#����#�%$�

� '������������� ���������
(�� ������� �����#������$�
������#���������	 ��� 
������������������ %������(
� �����$"�� %���##��"�

� 	 ����������� ��� ������
����� ��� �$%$���)*&+,
!�������������$��������� �
����� ��������!���� ������! 
�������������(

�����������
�����
����

�������
�������������������	
���������������
���
����������������	 �������
��� ���������������������
-��$�����(�$ ��#�!�����!�����
.������ /���������%����!��	 ��� 
 ���� �#��#����������������������
����!��#������/���� ���� �
�������������!�##���
	�#������/��0�#��� �������"�1���
"�#���������������"�����$���� 
���������2

�������
���	
���������
��������������	�
	�����
�� ���!"�� '���-$"�����(�$��
'�$������������������������$ ���
!�����!���� ������#�������� � &
"������� %���������##�$%$���+3
��������������##� ���������#����
�.���##��$������������2

�����	�����	������
�����#��
��$�����

�� ���!"���'���� �� ����#��

� ���������� ������$���� �
%$���#� ���������� �� %
!���� %������������������� ����
����� %�������������#� %��#� ����
��"�%���� �� ���������#������� 
'�$�����2

���
�� %&'%%'()*
�
�����+,'-+&�
	
��.
	
��
%/'%)'&(+�
����.
��,'%('/%&

�����./0
�1��1!�*
�����

����
� ���������
���������
�������������	
��.
	
�

������������ 4�5+�455���� )6�647�����������7�3)�545
 �����.������ 5�76�8+, 5�),,�������������+�68�4)*
'���#����$ 5�56�463 8�7,4 +�47�38+
9�� ����� +�8,�),7������������7�,65�������������)�74�,+6
������.������ )�58�3,3 +�7*3�������������3�46�43)
��#��� 3�4)�+,7 *'-//�������������3�7,�335
������� %�# 3�83�743 +�+*5�������������3�55�)54
������� 3�5)�367 8)4����������������3�)5�*87
'�#� %� � 3�++�5,7 467����������������3�,,�,3+
���� 3�34�++5 ++,�����������������44�8)8
:����� 3�3+�533 686�����������������48�+63
;$<����� 3�,,�+86 +�,7)��������������43�)4,
=�<����� 47�))8 3�,*6��������������83�)),
9���#� 8*�7)7 +37 68�8)4
����� � 8,�,**������� 85,�����������������66�44*

������.������ 74�647������� 3�54+��������������6)�)36

>'�����#�.�� ��� ��������2���?���#�"�� ���2����&� �����

���������	�
�����
�

� ���%���2���?���#�"�� ���?

@�����(��� .�!0�+,����1� )57
@���-$�����%���A�������""#����#�

.$�#������������
����	����(9�:� ��:.���������-�=

=�(�	�=	.�= (���	;=��
���=��� �B��=���C	DB��


���2!��"���(,+*
���������	
������������������ �������������������������� ����!"���#$%���

�
#��
��'��	���$��
��
�3
	�*'�)/)/4����
��()��%

�
,-�1�,1�3
�:��':�;=:�
;=����-�::'-

4,56!���
;�=
�B�':�=�'�	�9
.	.��	����	'��=�--	

�������	
��
�����
��������
����������
����������� �

'-,57�//
':.�-����.�	-9:C
:�'�:���-�:.��



��������������������������� ������� !���"#�$%$%

�������	
��	��������	�	��
��
�	����
	���	
��	��	��
��	��	����	��������	�����	���	��	������	���
	��
 
�� �
�
���	!�
�	"
�
�	�
�#�	�� 	$����%&&'	''(� �����)	'&&%*'&&'*++�	��,,����
����	-�����)	.%/&�	!�����	��	�-0$1�	�
��
,	����	�
#
�%('&/'&�	2���	�����)	'&('%*3453''	6	*3455'' 
��	�������	
�	7
#�
�	��
8
��
�	����
$	(&'�	(&&	!�����%�/�	����
	92���:�	;�����)	��
��
�	����
�	10<	!2<�=1<�;	��	� (�''	;
��)	�
�����
�	�����)	���	>���)	��,
�	6	1�,��

�	!����)	�
�#
����	6	�����
��		�����
�	)	��
?��
���	���8�� 	-�����)	*��	.�����	!
�
�
	!������#	�������	.
�@

�	<�
��	���8�� %((�	'&��	A���������)	'+((%(/*�**/�	(/*�***�	(/*�**+�

��������	
�
�	�������
	���
	���	�������	���	�

�	���
�	��	�����	
�����	��	����������	 ����	�����������	 ��	�
���	����	��	��
	���������	���	���
���������	����	 �����������	���
�	 ��	 ����	�����������	 ��	�
�
�	���	�
�
�
��
	���	����	���	�
	���
�	��	������	��������	��	��	�������	 ��	��	��	��	��
	����
���	
�������	�������
���	���	�����
��	���	�
��
��	���	��	���	��
	��	�
�����������	 ���	��
�����
	��	����	��	��	�
�����	�	�������
�	��	����	�����������	��	���	���	��
	�
����	��	��	������	���
�	��	��
	�����	��	����	�����	���	������
�	��
	����
��	��	��
	
�������
	������������	��	����
�
��	�����	���	������	��	�
���� 
�	�
���	����	!
��
��	��
	�����
�	���	�
"�
��
�	��	�
���	���	�

�	����������
	�����
	��	������	��
��
��
�	�����	��
	�
�����	��	��	����	��	���
����
�
��	�
���

�
��������	��	��	����
���	�������
�	��	����	�
�����
��	#�
	�����
��	�������
��	
�����	���	��	
����

	��	��
	$���

�	%����&�	����	���	�
	�
��	�
��������
	���	��	����	��	�����	���
	�	��
	���
����
��	��	��
	��������	'	�
����
�	���	�����	���	�
	���
	�
��������
	���	��	����	��	�����	����
"�
��
�	���	�����
�	�������(�
���
�	�����
�	��	����	���
����
�
����

Islamabad: A High Court in
Pakistan on Thursday direct-
ed the federal government to
give India “another opportu-
nity” to appoint a lawyer to
represent death-row prisoner
Kulbhushan Jadhav as it
adjourned hearing for a
month.The Islamabad High
Court (IHC) took up the case
of appointment of lawyer for
Jadhav to hear the review of the
death sentence given to him by
a Pakistani military
court.Jadhav, the 50-year-old
retired Indian Navy officer, was
sentenced to death by a
Pakistani military court on

charges of "espionage and ter-
rorism" in April 2017.

Attorney General Khalid
Javed Khan told the court that
to comply with the orders of
the International Court of
Justice (ICJ), Pakistan granted
consular access to India, how-
ever, it has not replied to
Pakistan’s offer to appoint a
lawyer for him.According to
the short order issued after the
hearing, Khan told the court
that Jadhav was informed
about the judgment of the ICJ
and his rights under Article 36
of the Vienna Convention on
Consular Relations as well as

IHC orders on the appoint-
ment of his defence coun-
sel.The Attorney General told
the court that he was informed
by the officials of the
Government of Pakistan that
Jadhav has reiterated his ear-
lier stance and has preferred to
pursue the remedy of clemen-
cy instead of invoking his right
under the Ordinance of 2020.

Khan told the court that
India was duly informed of the
proceedings of the court held
on August 3, but its response
is awaited, according to the
order.The court raised ques-
tions about the efficacy of the

case and judgment if India or
Jadhav were not ready to avail
the opportunity of review.The
court observed that “in order
to remove any further doubt,
India should be given another
opportunity to appoint a
lawyer”.

“In order to remove any
doubt, and to fulfill the
requirements of a fair trial, we
feel that another opportunity
ought to be extended to the
Government of India to con-
sider taking appropriate mea-
sures so as to ensure effective
compliance with the judgment
of the International Court...

We, therefore, yet again
restrain ourselves from pro-
ceeding in the matter in hand,”
according to the order.The
court also ordered that to
ensure an effective review and
reconsideration so as to give
effect to the judgment of the
ICJ, the Attorney General shall
ensure that a copy of this
order is provided to Jadhav.

“The Government of
Pakistan shall once again con-
vey the orders passed in this
petition to the Government of
India to enable the latter to
consider taking appropriate
measures in order to ensure

compliance with the judgment
of the International Court,” it
said.The court adjourned hear-
ing and directed the Registrar
to fix the proceedings at 02:00
PM on October 6.

On August 4, the IHC
named three senior lawyers as
amici curiae in the case of
Jadhav as it had ordered the
Pakistan government to give
"another chance" to India to
appoint a counsel for the
death-row prisoner.Amicus
Curiae is a lawyer appointed by
a court to assist in any matter
or case.On July 16, Pakistan
provided consular access to

Jadhav, but the Indian gov-
ernment said the access was
"neither meaningful nor cred-
ible" and he appeared visibly
under stress.

The Ministry of External
Affairs said Pakistan is not only
in violation of the judgment of
ICJ, but also of its own ordi-
nance.Pakistan has introduced
a special law to allow Jadhav to
get his sentence reviewed as
asked by the ICJ.India
approached the ICJ against
Pakistan for denial of consular
access to Jadhav and challeng-
ing the death sentence.The
Hague-based ICJ ruled in July

last year that Pakistan must
undertake an "effective review
and reconsideration" of the
conviction and sentence of
Jadhav and also to grant con-
sular access to India without
further delay.

Pakistan claims that its
security forces arrested Jadhav
from the restive Balochistan
province on March 3, 2016
after he reportedly entered
from Iran. India maintains
that Jadhav was kidnapped
from Iran where he had busi-
ness interests after retiring
from the Navy. 

PTI
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New Delhi: A Delhi court
Wednesday sent JNU student
Sharjeel Imam, arrested under
the stringent anti-terror law --
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act, to judicial custody for 14
days in a case related to com-
munal violence in north east
Delhi in February.

Imam was arrested by the
Special Cell of Delhi Police on
August 25 for allegedly being
part of a “premeditated con-
spiracy” in connection to the
riots during protests against the
Citizenship Amendment Act.

Additional Sessions Judge
Amitabh Rawat sent him to judi-
cial custody for 14 days after he
was produced before the court
through video conferencing, his

lawyer Ahmad Ibrahim said.
The court had earlier sent

him to police custody for three
days in the case.

Pinjra Tod members and
JNU students Devangana Kalita
and Natasha Narwal, Jamia
Millia Islamia students Asif
Iqbal Tanha and Gulfisha
Khatoon, former Congress
Councillor Ishrat Jahan, Jamia
Coordination Committee mem-
bers Safoora Zargar, Meeran
Haider, President of Jamia
Alumni Association Shifa-Ur-
Rehman, suspended AAP
Councillor Tahir Hussain,
activist Khalid Saifi, and former
student leader Umar Khalid
have also been booked under the
anti-terror law in the case. PTI
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New Delhi: Pitching India
amongst the best investment
destinations worldwide, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday said the country's
political stability and policy
continuity makes it the best
place for global investors in the
aftermath of the COVID-19
pandemic.

Addressing the US-India
Strategic Partnership Forum
through video confence, Modi
also cited a slew of reforms
undertaken by his government
and asserted that India is com-

mitted to democracy and diver-
sity and it has undertaken far-
reaching reforms in recent
months. N o t i n g
that the current situation
demands a fresh mindset that
is human-centric, Modi said
India did the same by scaling
up its healthcare facilities in a
record time to deal with the
COVID-19 pandemic.

He also said India was
amongst the first globally to
advocate masks and face cov-
erings as a public health mea-
sure and also amongst those

creating a public campaign
about social distancing. Modi
further said his government has
undertaken far-reaching
reforms to make the business
easier and red-tapism lesser.

Modi said his government
launched one of the largest sup-
port programmes for the poor
globally following the COVID-
19 outbreak in form of the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Yojna, under which free food-
grains have been provided to
over 80 crore people. 

PTI

-+�����	������������	��
���	�����
���������	����� From Page 1

Earlier on Tuesday, AIIMS
had decided to temporarily
stop its routine OPD admis-
sions for two weeks in view of
the need to optimise usage of
available inpatient beds for
hospitalisation.

“In view of the need to
optimise usage of available
inpatient beds for hospitalisa-
tion of seriously ill emer-
g e n c y / s e m i - e m e r g e n c y
patients, it has been decided to
temporarily stop routine OPD
admissions to general wards as
well as private wards in AIIMS
Hospital and all Centres with
immediate effect for a period of
two weeks which will be
reviewed after that,” said the
statement.

From Page 1
The bench said that 70 per

cent of the requisite amount
shall be borne by the Railways
and 30 per cent by the State
Government and the man-
power be provided by the
South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC),
Railways and agencies available
with the Government, free of
cost, and they will not charge
it from each other. 

The order of the bench
was passed on August 31, but
was uploaded on the apex
court’s website recently. Justice
Mishra demitted office on
Wednesday.

The bench directed the
SDMC, Railways and other
agencies to ensure that their
contractors do not put the
waste/garbage on the sides f rail-
way tracks and Railways shall
also prepare a long term scheme
that no such piling of waste
takes place along sides of tracks. 

“The picture painted in
the report of the EPCA as well
as in the reply filed by the
Railways indicates that nothing
has been done so far and waste
is being piled up and at the

same time, there is human
habitation which has come in
the same area unauthorisedly,
which are required to be taken
care of. Let the action taken be
reported to this Court within
a period of one month,” the
bench said. 

The bench, took note of the
affidavit filed by AK Yadav,
additional Divisional Railway
Manager at DRM Office of
Northern Railway and said
that it is being stated that there
is a  predominant presence of
‘jhuggies’ in Delhi along the

140 km route length of track in
the region of NCT of Delhi
where the railway tracks take
off in different directions and
also include a ring connecting
the takeoff of all these routes. 

“Out of this, about 70 km
route length of track is affect-
ed by large ‘jhuggie jhopri’
clusters existing in close vicin-
ity of tracks. These clusters sum
up to a total of about 48,000
numbers of jhuggies in the
region adjacent to railway
tracks,” the bench recorded in
its order. 

From Page 1
“Results will be out within

a week,” Rajesh Bhushan said at
a press briefing here.

The antibody study in
Ahmedabad was conducted
between August 15 and August
29 over a representative sample
size of 10,000 people. It found
that 23 per cent of the sampled
population had Covid anti-
bodies, while in the last survey
conducted in June where a
larger 30,000 people were sam-
pled 17.6 per cent people had
developed antibodies.

Another clear sign of peo-
ple shedding antibodies over a
period of time is seen in the
municipal Central zone which
had seen the outbreak in
March-April where there is
just a 3.2 % rise in population

having developed antibodies
now, compared to June.
Another such zone is the East
zone where there has been a
marginal rise of 0.74% popu-
lation having antibodies against
Covid. Dr Jay Shah, associate
professor of AMC MET and
Amit Parikh, HOD medicine,
in SVP hospital said that the
increase in positivity of 5.63 per
cent in the city after 1.5 months
of earlier study, and in Unlock
period, is very low.

“We are fine-tuning our
results. One task is to find
whether these tests were show-
ing presence of other coron-
aviruses along with Covid-19
and another is to find how
much time one takes to shed
the antibodies. The Central
zone and East zones are clear
examples of shedding anti-
bodies,” said the official. 
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The process for evaluating

potential violators is extensive
and it is what led us to remove
his account, the statement
added.

In a video message, Raja
Singh claimed he did not have
a Facebook account since April
2019 and that the pages the
social networking site now
banned might have been cre-
ated by his followers.

In a letter addressed to
Congress general secretary
(organisation) KC Venugopal,
Facebook’s director of Public
Policy Neil Potts, said, “At the
outset, we thank you for your
letter dated August 18, 2020.
We take seriously the con-

cerns and recommendations
you raised on behalf of the
Indian National Congress.”

Venugopal, in separate let-
ter, had alleged a “quid-pro-quo
relationship” between
Facebook India and the ruling
BJP. 

Before him the Congress
had also levelled similar
charges against Facebook in a
letter written after the US-
based publication came out
with certain facts as how the
social media giants through its
platform including WhatsApp
had facilitated the BJP in elec-
tions after elections in recent
times.

“First and foremost, we
want to take this opportunity to

state that we are
non-partisan and
strive to ensure
that our plat-
forms remain a
space where peo-
ple can express
t h e m s e l v e s
freely. We take
allegations of
bias seriously
and want to
make clear that
we denounce
hate and bigotry
in all forms,”
Potts’ letter said.

Potts’ men-
tioned that as a
Public Policy
Director at
Facebook, he
looks after
Facebook’s Trust

and Safety Policy Team - a team
of subject matter experts that
provides advice and counsel to
the company on various issues,
including Counterterrorism,
Cybersecurity, Civic Integrity,
Safety, and Human Rights.

“We removed 22.5 million
pieces of hate speech content
from April-June in 2020, up
from 1.6 million pieces of hate
speech content removed in the
last quarter of 2017. We know
there is much more to do and
will continue to invest our
efforts to combat hate speech
on our services” he said in the
letter.

Facebook also reminded
about the last interaction it had
with the Congress IT members
where it discussed the
Community Standards of the
company.

“On the question of hate-
ful content by public figures, we
want to assure you that our
Community Standards pro-
hibit attacks against people
based on their protected char-
acteristics, including religion,
caste, ethnicity, and national
origin. In line with our hate
speech policy, we have removed
and will continue to remove
hateful content by public fig-
ures in India on our plat-
forms,” the letter added.

Facebook also informed
that it has a team with deep
expertise on terrorism and
organised hate, who pay atten-
tion to global and regional
trends and advise on these
matters.

From Page 1
A HC division bench com-

prising Justice AA Sayed and
Justice SP Tavade — which is
also hearing another similar
petition filed by three activists
— stated that it would hear the
matter further after hearing as
to what the Union Government
and the CBI, which is probing
the case, have to say in response
to the pleas. The HC bench
posted the two petitions for
further hearing on September
10.

In their PIL, the petition-
ers - all of whom were of the
officers of the Director General
of Police rank at the time of
their retirement and enjoy for-
midable reputation - stated in
their petition, “A section of TV
channels has been trying to
influence the course of inves-
tigation being done by the
Central agencies through their
biased reporting and false pro-
paganda. This has created an
air of suspicion in the minds of
the general public as to the facts
of the case under investigation
and about the Mumbai police,
health services and other sup-
port services in the State.”

“The anchors of some TV
channels have virtually been
running a vituperative 24X7
campaign against the Mumbai
police and its chief, that is the
Commissioner of Police, the
DCP of the zone and other offi-
cers by attacking them by name
in the most becoming manner,”
they stated.

The eight petitioners - MN
Singh, Dr PS Pasricha, DN
Jadhav, D Shivanandan,
Sanjeev Dayal, K
Subramaniam, SC Mathur and
KP Raghuvanshi - went on to
say, “This irresponsible and
maliciously false propaganda is
likely to erode the public con-
fidence in the institution of
police in particular and the law
enforcement apparatus in gen-
eral. Mumbai police is one of

the oldest police forces of India
and it has always enjoyed a very
high reputation for profes-
sional competence and public
service. Any malicious and
irresponsible attempt to run it
down is, therefore, not in pub-
lic interest.”

“The adverse media cam-
paign against the Mumbai
police appears to have been
designed with sinister motives.
Reporting is being done reck-
lessly with preconceived
notions, coupled with consis-
tent and deliberate failure to
report fully and correctly.
which with respect, is aimed at
systematic and continued tar-
nishing of the fair image of the
Mumbai police without cogent
basis, apart from causing hin-
drance in the investigation of
the case by the police/CBI and
other agencies,” the retired
police officers stated in their
petition.

In their PIL filed through
a prominent law firm,
Crawford, Bayley & Company’s
Senior Advocate Milind Sathe,
the retired police officers have
made the Union and State
Governments, Press Council of
India and News Broadcasters’
Association as respondents in
the case.

In the second PIL, by film-
maker Nilesh Navlakha, jour-
nalist MD Shaikh and retired
bureaucrat SC Chaba, filed by
lawyers Rajesh Inamdar and
Shashwat Anand, Senior
Advocate Devadatt Kamat said
the media had flouted norms of
Press Council of India and
programme code under the
Cable TV Act.

“We are all for the freedom
of the press. It is the fourth
estate... this country will sur-
vive only if there is a vibrant
media but the media has cer-
tain responsibilities, which if
transgressed will destroy the
administration of justice”,
Kamat argued in his submis-
sion before the HC bench.

On Thursday, the CBI also

questioned Cornerstone Sports
and Entertainment Pvt Ltd
CEO Bunty Sajdeh, who is the
brother-in-law of Indian crick-
eter Rohit Sharma and
Bollywood actor Sohail Khan,
in the Rajput death case.

In a related development,
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) questioned Varun
Mathur, Director of Innasei
Ventures, in a connection with
a Sushant death-related money
laundering case registered by it.

The information that sur-
faced in the investigations
shows that Mathur launched
the company with Rajput in
April 2018. The investigators
asked Mathur about the
Rajput’s investment in the firm.
It also tried to find out from
Mathur as to what kind of busi-
ness that Innasei Ventures, in
which the late actor was a
director, was doing.

Whether Sushant was only
a Director along with Mathur
and Saurabh Mishra, it wanted
to know.

Meanwhile, Sushant’s for-
mer manager Shruti Modi’s
advocate Ashok Saraogi con-
tested Rajput’s family lawyer
Vikas Singh’s claim that the
actor had no insurance policy.
“When a rickshaw puller can
have a policy…Rajput was such
a big actor and it’s practically
impossible that he didn’t have
an insurance policy. This angle
should be investigated because
if there is an insurance policy
we need to see who the bene-
ficiary is,” Sarogi said.

Meanwhile, a Mumbai
court on Thursday remanded
an alleged contraband dealer,
who has been arrested in con-
nection with the drugs traf-
ficking case linked to the case
of actor Rajput’s death, in the
custody of the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) till
September 9.

Zaid Vilatra (21) was pro-
duced before a metropolitan
magistrate’s court which
remanded him in NCB’s cus-

tody for
seven days
for further
probe in the
case.

T h e
NCB had
said on

Wednesday it had arrested
Vilatra and one Basit Parihar in
connection with the Rajput
death-linked drug trafficking
case

“We have recovered Indian
currency worth Rs 9,55,750
and foreign currency (USD
2,081, 180 British Pounds, 15
dirhams), which the NCB
claimed are “proceeds of drug
peddling”, were recovered from
Vilatra,” a NCB official had
said.

Zaid runs an eatery at
Bandra in north-west Mumbai
which, he told the NCB was not
giving any pecuniary gains
since lockdown.

The NCB official said Zaid
was allegedly into drug ped-
dling, especially bud, through
which he used to earn a sub-
stantial amount of money.

A resident of suburban
Bandra, Parihar is “learnt to
have linkages” with the nar-
cotics case registered against
Rajput’s girlfriend and actress
Rhea and others, officials said.

The role of Rhea’s brother
Showik Chakraborty and his
purported links with people
nabbed by NCB are under the
scanner of the NCB.

Rajput was found hanging
from ceiling fan in his closed
room of a duplex flat at Mont
Blanc building at Bandra’s
Carter Road on June 14.

Rhea, her parents Indrajit
and Sandhya Chakraborty, her
brother Showik, Sushaant’s ex-
manager Shruti Manager
Shruti Modi and others have
been named in an FIR lodged
by the actor’s father KK Singh
with Rajiv Nagar police station
in Patna.

It was on the basis of this
FIR that the Supreme Court
ordered the transfer of the
Sushant Singh Rajput death
case to the CBI on August 19.

Rhea, her parents, her
brother and others have been
booked as part of this FIR
under sections 341 (wrongful
restraint) 342 (wrongful con-
finement, 380 (theft), 406
(breach of trust),420 (cheating),
306 ( abetting suicide) and 120-
B ( conspiracy) of the Indian
Penal Code.

The CBI, ED and NCB are
investigating the case from dif-
ferent angles.
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From Page 1
On August 30, cyberse-

curity firm Cyble had claimed
hacker group John Wick was
behind a “massive” data
breach at Paytm Mall, the e-
commerce arm of unicorn
Paytm. 

Cyble had claimed the
hacker group had access to
the company’s database,

which was denied by Paytm.
In July, a hacker group

had taken over the internal
controls of Twitter compro-
mising the accounts of pop-
ular verified users such as
Warren Buffett, Jeff Bezos,
Barack Obama, Bill Gates, Joe
Biden, and Elon Musk and
put out messages seeking
donation using bitcoin.

(�	��������������)�	$
�
���
������&
	���������

��������888



������ ��!������������������ ������� !���"#�$%$%

����������������	���.�	��

������	
��	�
	�� ��������	

Railways Minister Piyush
Goyal held a meeting with

top courier service agencies to
discuss and explore the possi-
bilities of expanding the busi-
ness of private parcel services
through Indian Railways.

During the meeting it was
informed that Railways was set
to offer reliable, fast, affordable
and easy to handle parcel ser-
vices for logistics or courier
agencies.

“In order to quickly work
out the best guidelines and ease
of doing business, a joint work-
ing group is going to be formed
consisting of railway officials
and representatives of logistics
or courier providers. The aim
of the meeting was to facilitate
robust partnership with rail-
ways freight and parcel service,”

the minister said in a statement.
Speaking on the occasion

the minister said that the solu-
tions needed to be there to
ensure a sustainable business
development for all.

It may also be noted that
total 5,292 parcel trains run by
Indian Railways from March 22
till September 2 out of which
5,139 have been time-tabled
trains. Total 3,18,453 tonnes of

consignments have been
loaded in these trains and the
earnings have been Rs 116.19
crores.

It is worth mentioning that
Indian Railways freight loading

for the month of August 2020
with total 94.33 million tonnes
of freight loading surpasses
last year’s loading for the same
month. Total 1,41,049 rakes
with 451.38 million tonnes of
freight loaded by Indian
Railways from March 25 to
September 1.

A number of concessions
are also being given in Indian
Railways to make Railways
freight movement very attrac-
tive, it said, adding that
improvements in freight move-
ments will be institutionalized
and incorporated in the
upcoming zero based time
table.

Meanwhile, Rajiv
Chaudhry General Manager
of northern railways informed
that the refund office has now
been conferred with ISO 9001-
2015 certification for providing
quality management services.

“Refund office is the first
office in the commercial orga-
nization of Indian Railways to
win this prestigious certifica-
tion which demonstrates the
commitment of northern rail-
ways towards its customer cen-
tric approach,” he said.
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Transport Minister Kailash
Gahlot on Thursday met

with officials of Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC) and
transport department and dis-
cussed ‘Standard Operating
Procedure’ and other safety
norms to reduce the spread of
the coronavirus disease (Covid-
19) when the services of Delhi
Metro resume on September 7.

Following the meeting, he
tweeted “Met with officials of
@OfficialDMRC &
@TransportDelhi to discuss
SOP for graded reopening of
Metro services. In anticipation
to resuming Delhi's transport
lifeline, with all precautions, it's
the duty of both Govt & citi-
zens to ensure safety by max.
compliance to COVID proto-
cols,”

Gahlot also inspected the
control room and buses with
recently installed CCTV sur-
veillance cameras at Rajghat
bus depot. 

“The installation, which is
being implemented by
T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s
Consultants India Limited
(TCIL) is expected to be com-
pleted by November 2020. All
DTC and cluster buses will
simultaneously be fitted with 3
IP Cameras, MNVR integrat-
ed with GPS device, 10 panic
buttons, 1 display for driver,
hooter, strobe and  2 numbers
of two way audio communica-
tion device one each for driver
and conductor,” the govern-
ment said in a statement.

Passenger, driver or con-
ductor can press the panic
button in case of any emer-
gency or panic, it said, adding
that the alert will automatical-
ly be sent to the Command &
Control centre at Kashmiri
Gate in real time.

“The operator at
Command Centre will filter the
alerts and forward the alert to
respective stakeholders like
police, fire and ambulance for
quick response with GPS coor-
dinates of the bus through
SOPs defined in various alerts
scenarios. SMS and email alerts
will also be sent to the con-
cerned authorities at the time
of emergency in synchroniza-
tion to these panic alerts,” it
added.

During the inspection,
the Transport Minister said
“We are trying to bring our
focus on petty and unnoticed
crimes faced by women com-
muters in the buses. The pres-
ence of our bus marshals have
already reduced crimes in
buses. Now, with this initiative,
we are confident that com-
muters in Delhi can confi-
dently use public transport
any time of the day,"

Delhi Government had
announced earlier to upgrade
the fleet of around 5,500 Delhi
Transport Corporation (DTC)
and cluster buses. 

The objective of the project
is to ensure safety and securi-
ty of the passengers, particu-
larly of women passengers
through IP based CCTV sur-
veillance cameras, panic button

and GPS in the buses of DTC
and cluster scheme. 

Earlier in October 2019,
Delhi Government launched a
free travel scheme for women
in all DTC and cluster buses
allowing them to travel free of
cost by using pink passes.  The
government had also deployed
more than 11000 Marshals in
all buses to ensure safe journey
of the commuters especially
women.
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Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
alleged that the BJP has

spent Rs 5 crore per month in
the name of decreasing the
height of Bhalswa landfill but
not a single inch of the landfill
has decreased.

Senior Aam Aadmi Party
leader and MCD-in charge
Durgesh Pathak on Thursday
said that Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) ruled MCDs are using Rs
5 crore per month but has done
nothing to reduce the height of
the garbage mountain but the
North mayor lied to the people
last month by saying that they
have decreased the height of
Bhalswa landfill by 12 ft.

"The municipal corpora-
tions have destroyed the beau-
ty of the city. If you enter the city
from either Uttar Pradesh or
Haryana or Rajasthan the first
thing you will witness is the
Garbage Mountains or the land-
fills which are proof of failures
of the Corporations,” he said.

"In the 2017 manifesto of
BJP, it claimed that after com-
ing to the power of the munic-
ipal corporations of Delhi they
will immediately remove the
landfills but it failed to fulfill
promises,” he said.

Pathak said, "Without doing
any work just for one landfill the
BJP is spending Rs.5 crore every
month and the whole money is
going into their corruption.
The people of Delhi are really
fed up with such corruption and

will respond in the upcoming
municipal elections by voting
them out”.

Senior AAP leader and for-
mer MLA from Laxmi Nagar
Nitin Tyagi said, "The people of
Delhi who stay near these
garbage mountains are suffering
from various health issues. “If
the BJP does not know what to
do then they should immedi-
ately leave the municipal cor-
porations of Delhi and the
Delhi government will run the
MCD,” he said.

Leader of the opposition of
AAP in the North MCD Vikas
Goel said, "The BJP has no right
to stay in the power of the
municipal corporations of Delhi
after repeated failures to reduce
garbage mountain.
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The building department of
South Delhi Municipal

Corporation (SDMC) took an
action against the unauthorised
constructions in various areas
including Chhattarpur Enclave,
Khirki Extension, Panchsheel
Vihar, Greater Kailash-II, Lado
sarai, Toot Sarai and demol-
ished eight properties.

A senior SDMC official
said a separate demolition
teams were constituted to take
action and overcome the ten-
dency of unauthorized con-
structions.  “Two properties

each in C block Chhattarpur
enclave and one property each
in Khirki Extension,
Panchsheel Vihar, Greater
Kailash-II, Lado sarai,Toot Sara
was demolished,” he said.

The official said that nec-
essary precautions from
COVID-19 point of view have
been taken by the department
while undertaking such demo-
lition and sealing actions.

The building department
has been taking action against
unauthorized constructions for
demolition under provisions of
the DMC Act 1957.  “The
department has also been issu-

ing notices to the unscrupulous
builders, as it has been
observed that such builders
were targeting the gullible cit-
izens of getting them more hab-
itable space at cheaper cost
without getting the building
plan sanctioned,” he said. 

During the last one month,
the department has taken 71
demolition actions and sealing
actions against unauthorized
constructions in Chhattarpur
Enclave, Greater Kailash-II,
Lado sarai,Toot Sarai
Panchsheel Vihar, Khirki
Extension, Chattarpur Pahari
and Chitranjan Park.
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The Delhi Police has arrest-
ed a man impersonating as

Indian Forest Service (IFS)
officer posted at Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) for
allegedly cheating Gujarat-
based businessmen to the tune
of Rs 36 crore.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Piyush Bandopadhyay,
a resident of Noida in Uttar
Pradesh.

According to O P Mishra,
the Joint Commissioner of
Police, Economic Offense

Wing (EOW), a complaint was
received by the representative
of SRM Mahadeo Smart Bio
Toilet Pvt. Ltd. In which they
alleged that they met Shweta
Sorout wife of Piyush
Bandopadhyay.

“Shweta Sorout introduced
herself as the Indian head of
Intellectual Innovation Think
Tank Company engaged in
selling Patent Technology to
Government and Non-
Government agencies all across
the world. She also projected
that her company is involved in
providing Government and

Non-Government contracts,”
said the Joint CP.

“Shweta claimed that her
husband Piyush Bandopadhyay
is an IFS officer presently post-
ed in Prime Minister Office.
She subsequently arranged a
meeting of the representatives
of the company with her hus-
band Piyush in Ashoka Hotel,”
said the Joint CP.

“Piyush informed the rep-
resentatives that all projects
related to Make-in-India, Smart
City, Solar Energy, etc. were
looked after by him. He
claimed he could get any pro-
posal of the company passed by
the government. In order to
convince the company about
his genuine credentials, he also
produced forged documents
purportedly issued by the gov-
ernment,” said the Joint CP.

“On the basis of the false

representations by Piyush
Bandopadhyay and his wife, the
company convinced the
Directors of Mitsumi
Disributors, an NRI company
(based in Dubai) to purchase
the patent technology from
Intellectual Innovation Think
Tank (IITT). A total amount
transferred of Rs 36 crores was
transferred to Intellectual
Innovation Think Tank,” said
the Joint CP.

“A case under relevant sec-
tions of Indian Penal Code
(IPC) was registered at EOW
police station and Piyush was
arrested from his rented
accommodation in Noida. The
beacon fitted car used by
Piyush for meeting his clients
has also been recovered from a
safe hide out. Police have also
seized papers of property from
the possession of the accused

procured through the cheated
amount,” said the Joint CP.

“Two more complaints
have also been filed before the
Central Investigating Agency
regarding his impersonation,”
the Joint CP added.

Explaining the modus
operandi of the accused the
Joint CP said that in order to
give an impression about his
coveted status of senior gov-
ernment functionary, he would
get the phones of all the visitors
and clients deposited before-
hand.

“He was very fluent in
dropping names of high offi-
cials before the clients during
business conversations. He
used to highlight recent initia-
tives of government as if he had
played an important role in
policy making,” the Joint CP
added. 
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The Covid-19 pandemic has
affected the food and hos-

pitality industry very badly.
Particularly in Gurugram,

the industry has been com-
pletely paralysed.

Several outlets have been
shut across the city due to
Covid-19 fears and restaurants
have reported up to 60% fall in
revenues.

As of now, more than 35
pubs, bars and restaurants in
the city have closed down due
to high rent and massively
decreased footfall.

Most restaurants have
asked their staff to leave, citing
lack of funds. Movement of
migrant laborers back home is
another problem for the sector.

The district’s excise officials
said a few months ago that the

establishment owners had
approached them, offering to
surrender their licences, as
they are finding it difficult to
pay monthly rents and staff
salaries. The eatery owners
claim that in the current situ-
ation they have no other
option, but to vacate their
premises.

"If the lockdown continues
for some more time and rents
keep on accumulating, there
will be no option but to exit
those properties where land-
lords fail to give any leeway in
rental payments. Also, there is
no point in booking further
losses for outlets that do not get
decent footfalls.

Consumers are avoiding
crowded places. We have seen
a sales dip of 55-60% sequen-
tially, over the past couple of
months,” said Lalit Ahalawat,
owner at SOI 7.

However, with the growing
fear of exposing the staff to
infection, many are shutting
these down, too.

“35 of such restaurant own-

ers have surrendered their
licences so far due to high
monthly rent and poor con-
sumer footfall. Although many
restaurants have started their
operations, people are not
interested in visiting restau-
rants,” said Aruna Singh,
deputy excise and taxation
officer (East zone).

Excise officials say that
they have already waived off
one-third of the licence fees,
bringing it down to Rs 2 lakh.

There are a total of 327
restaurants, pubs and bars
across the Gurugram district.
Most of the outlets are situat-
ed on Golf Course Road, MG
Road, Cyber Hub, Sector 29
and Palam Vihar.

The restaurants were given
permission to resume their
operations at 50% occupancy
from June 8. Officials said the
hotel association of Gurugram
had written to the department
in June requesting them to
waive their liquor licence fee as
they have been shut since
March 25.
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The Delhi Police has arrested a second year
Bachelor of Arts (BA) student in Delhi

University for allegedly harassing a girl by mak-
ing fake social media accounts in her name and
posting obscene pictures. Police said the boy also
used to harass the girl by calling her from dif-
ferent phone numbers.

The accused has been identified as Umesh
Kumar, a resident of Sangam Vihar area.

According to Atul Kumar Thakur, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP), South district, a
complaint was received from Geeta (name
changed) in which she stated that someone had
created her multiple profiles on Instagram and
Facebook using her photo and mobile no with
dirty and obscene comments on it.

“She also told police that she was also being
continuously harassed by anonymous phone
calls from different numbers. The unknown per-

sons were talking in filthy language and asking
for favours,” said the DCP.

“Due to such acts of the alleged person on
Social media platforms, the victim was suffer-
ing from mental trauma and harassment. A First
Information Report (FIR) was filed under sec-
tion 354D, 509, 506 of Indian Penal Code (IPC)
at Neb Sarai police station and investigation was
taken up,” said the DCP.

“During investigation, emails were sent to
Facebook and Instagram and after thorough
analysis of the suspected numbers, one suspect
identified as Umesh Kumar was apprehended
who later confessed to his crime,” said the DCP.

“During interrogation, the accused disclosed
that he was in friendship with the victim's elder
sister. In March 2020, his friendship ended, for
which he suspected the victim. Thereafter, he
decided to harass her by creating her fake pro-
files with obscene posts and comments,” said the
DCP.
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The resumption of metro
services in Delhi will not

be a cause of concern as the
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) has taken all neces-
sary measures to ensure safe
travelling amid the coron-
avirus outbreak.

Wearing of face mask, fol-
lowing social distancing will be
mandatory for all commuters
during entry into the stations
and during the entire journey
and use of ‘Aarogya Setu App’
for updating health status by

passengers is advisable, a
senior DMRC official said.

Forty Five major stations
have been provided with ‘Auto
thermal screening cum hand
sanitisation machines where-
as, rest of the Metro stations
will be having provision of
‘auto sanitizer dispensers’ for
hand sanitisation and thermal
screening will be done manu-
ally by ‘Thermal guns’, he said.

All passengers will be
required to undergo thermal
screening and hand sanitisa-
tion at the entry point itself, he
said, adding that initially, entry
or exit of passengers will be
permitted only through one or
two identified gates at each sta-
tion.

“List of all such earmarked
gate numbers at each station
will be made available on the
website www.delhimetro-
rail.com and official social
media handles for public infor-
mation,” he added.

The official further said
that passengers having tem-
perature or sign of Covid-19
will not be allowed to travel. “A
team of around 800 offi-
cials/staff will be deployed for
all stations to ensure the clean-
liness and orderliness inside
stations during revenue hours.
In addition, they will regulate
entry of passengers to the sta-

tion in case of crowd build up
and violation of social dis-
tancing norms,” he said.

In order to manage
crowds, monitoring will also be
done through CCTV 
cameras installed at stations
and trains.

Passengers will be per-
mitted to sit on alternate seats
inside the train maintaining
adequate social distancing and
dwell time (stoppage) of trains
at each station will be increased
by 10 seconds (from earlier 10-
15 seconds to 20-25 seconds)
so that passengers get sufficient
time to board and alight.

Further, train doors will be
kept open at terminal stations
to let fresh air infuse in the
train. “Tokens will not be per-
mitted for travelling to prevent
transmission of virus through
frequent touching. Only smart
card holders (including QR
code users on Airport Express
Line) will be allowed to trav-
el, which can be recharged dig-
itally by a number of ways eas-
ily avoiding human interface,”
he said. 

Recharge of smart cards at
the Ticket Vending Machines
(TVMs) or customer care cen-
tre will be through cashless
modes only
(debit/credit/Bharat QR code
etc), he said, adding that all
human contact areas such as
lift buttons, Escalator
handrails, AFC gates touch
points, customer handling
points will be disinfected at sta-
tions every four hours or ear-
lier as required.
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Health workers engaged in
fighting Covid-19 in the

country are continuously get-
ting infected with the deadly
virus.

The Union Health
Ministry on Thursday shared
the alarming situation of
healthcare in a few States blam-
ing lax infection control in hos-
pitals. “There is a need for
stringent containment mea-

sures in areas where health pro-
fessionals reside to safeguard
them,” said Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan here
on Thursday.

He said that in Telangana,
the healthcare workers’ posi-
tivity is 18 per cent, 16 per cent
in Maharashtra, 14 per cent in
Delhi, 13 per cent in
Karnataka, 12 per cent in
Puducherry and 11 per cent in
Punjab.

These are the States where

the positivity rate among
healthcare workers are on a
higher side, Bhushan told
reporters at a press briefing
when asked on the health sta-
tus of the doctors amid Covid-
19 pandemic.

However, the Government
maintained silence on the

health situation of the doctors
in States like Uttar Pradesh and
Gujarat which are reporting a
spike in cases.

According to the data
available from the Ministry,
while Maharashtra reported
292 deaths among healthcare
workers, Karnataka and Tamil

Nadu had 46 and 49 deaths,
respectively.

Concerned at the plight of
the health workers, the Indian
Medical Association (IMA)
too wrote to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi recently draw-
ing his attention to over 87,000
healthcare workers who have

got infected with Covid-19
and another 573 who have lost
their lives and called for more
care for their welfare.

“Healthcare manpower is
precious. Uniform practices
have to be put in place
throughout the country.
Substantial differences are

noticed from district to district
in how doctors and healthcare
workers are deployed. Their
service situations differ and
mostly reflect the logistics of
the district,” the IMA letter to
the PM said.

The IMA further said,
“Districts are not sensitive to

the safety and the concerns of
stress and fatigue of medical
manpower. Deploying doctors
24x7 without intermittent
quarantine periods or long
working hours in PPE for
Covid care is not the same as
24x7 Covid control from safe
offices.” 
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On a day Covid-19 cases
are set to cross way

beyond the 4-lakh mark, that
could make India the world’s
second worst-hit nation
replacing Brazi l ,  the
Government on Thursday
sought to project the positive
side by stating that the per
million Covid-19 cases in the
country is much lesser when
compared to other countries
in the world.

It also cited that deaths
per million (population) in

India is among the lowest in
the world — 49 deaths per
million population.

Talking to reporters here,
Union Health Secretar y
Rajesh Bhsuhan said that five
States —Tamil Nadu, Uttar
Pradesh, Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh and Maharashtra —
account for 62 per cent of the
total active coronavirus cases
in the country while Andhra
Pradesh, Delhi, Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra
account for 70 per cent of the
total coronavirus deaths in
India.

“There has been 13.7 per-
cent weekly decrease in the
number of active cases in
Andhra Pradesh, 16.1 percent
decrease in Karnataka, 6.8
percent decrease in
Maharashtra and 23.9 percent
decrease in Tamil Nadu, 17.1
percent decrease in Uttar
Pradesh,” he said.

Bhsuhan also appealed
to the people to adopt Covid-
19 appropriate behaviour as
Unlock 4.0 is already afoot
and more people are out on
the streets. “The Government
has adopted a  graded

approach to unlock the coun-
try and open up various eco-
nomic activities as while lives
are important, so is liveli-
hood.”

During a press briefing
here on Thursday, the min-
istry observed that people are
sidelining the use of masks
and following of social dis-
tancing protocols. 

It urged people to follow
the mandatory practice of
adopting Covid-19 appro-
priate behaviour in view of
the upcoming festival season
and the ongoing examina-

tions being conducted across
the country.

“In a few days, we will be
into the festival season and
currently various examina-
tions in colleges and univer-
sities are being held coun-
trywide. In such times, Covid
appropriate behaviour should
be followed at the commu-
nity and social levels,” said
Bhushan.

He also said that until a
vaccine for Covid-19 arrives,
social distancing is the only
vaccine. “Social distancing is
the social vaccine till any vac-

cine for coronavirus arrives,”
he said.

“Use alcohol-based sani-
tisers, wear reusable face cov-
ers or masks at all times in
public places, wash your
hands frequently and thor-
oughly with soap and water,
avoid touching eyes, nose
and mouth and cover them
with tissue/handkerchief
while sneezing or coughing.
This way, we can prevent
the spread of the infection
and safeguard ourselves from
its contraction,” Bhushan
said.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s donations to a num-

ber of public causes coupled
with the proceeds of auctions
of the gifts he received so far,
including that during his tenure
as the Chief Minister of
Gujarat, total more than �103
crore, 

One of Modi’s  latest dona-
tions was the initial corpus of
Rs 2.25 lakh to the PM CARES
Fund, which was set up in the
wake of the COVID-19 out-
break to support relief of any
kind relating to a public health
emergency or any other kind of
emergency, calamity or distress,
sources said.

The Fund, set up in
March, received �3,076.62
crore in just five days of its for-
mation, as per an account
statement made public on
Wednesday

Highlighting Modi’s dona-

tions to public causes,  rang-
ing from girl child education
to the cleaning of Ganga,
sources noted that he gave �21
lakh in 2019 from his person-
al savings to the corpus fund
set up for the welfare of sani-
tation workers of Kumbh Mela

After receiving the Seoul
Peace Prize in South Korea in
2019, the Prime Minister had
announced that the entire
prize money of �1.30 crore
would be given to the Namami

Gange project, aimed at clean-
ing Ganga river, they added.

During a recent auction of
mementoes received by Modi
as the PM, �3.40 crore was col-
lected and donated to the
cause of Namami Gange. 

Modi had donated �21
lakh from his personal savings
towards the education of
Gujarat Government staff ’s
daughter after he quit as the
State Chief Minister in 2014 to
take over as the country’s
Prime Minister.

He had also raised � 89.96
crore by auctioning all gifts he
received as Chief Minister
and donated this to the Kanya
Kelavani Fund, a scheme for
education of the girl child.

The PM had also initiated
the auctioning of gifts he
received till then in 2015, and
�8.35 crore were raised, with
the amount channelled to the
Namami Gange Mission,
sources said.
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What is common in Kargil
in Ladakh, Gautam Budh

Nagar in Uttar Pradesh, Chandel
in Manipur and Central Delhi in
New Delhi? All the four districts
are among the most rain-defi-
cient districts in the country.

According to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), Kargil recorded a rain
deficiency of 92 percent, fol-
lowed by Chandel with 91 per-
cent, Gautam Budh Nagar with
85 percent and Central Delhi
with 62 percent.  

Overall, interestingly,

though India has 9 percent sur-
plus rainfall this year,150 dis-
tricts in the country have record-
ed less rainfall this season even
as the monsoon season has
entered in its last month. India
has recorded 795 mm rainfall
against the normal of 730.8
percent.

As per the IMD, Kargil dis-
trict has recorded only 2.5 mm
rainfall as against the normal of
28.9 mm — a shortfall of 92 per-
cent. Chandel is the second in
the most rain deficient district
which recorded 148.8 mm rain-
fall as against the normal of
1681.6 mm – a shortfall of 91

percent. Gautam Budh Nagar,
which is the third most rain defi-
cient district has recorded only
66.3 mm rainfall against the nor-
mal of 452 mm – a shortfall of
85 percent. It is the second
most rain deficient district in the
country after Chandel.

Central Delhi district has
recorded 62 percent less rainfall
this monsoon season so far
and is the second-most rain
deficient district in northwest
India. The district has gauged
222.9 mm rainfall against the
normal of 582.3 mm since June
1, when the monsoon season
started. Northeast and

Northwest Delhi have also
recorded 33 percent less pre-
cipitation so far. While
Northeast  Delhi has gauged
401.5 mm rain against the nor-
mal of 582.3 mm, Northwest
Delhi reported 276.5 mm
against 399.7 mm recorded
usually.

Two districts of Assam-
Darrang and Morigaon have
recorded 65 percent less pre-
cipitation so far. Districts which
have recorded over 50 percent
rainfall deficiency include
Panchkula (-61 percent),
Mathura (-60 percent),
Ghaziabad (-60 percent),

Kausambi (-57 percent),
Bulandshahr (-60 percent),
Kanpur Dehat ( -60 percent),
Rohtak ( - 57 percent), Rampur
(-55 percent), Hoshiarpur (-53
percent), Rohtak (-52 percent)
, Deoghar ( -51 percent), Leh
and Ladakh ( - 51 percent),
Hardoi ( - 50 percent), Gumla
( - 50 percent), Mansa (-50 per-
cent), Bhiwani (-48 percent),
Pauri Garhwal (-46 percent),
Champawat (-48 percent),
Uttarkashi (-43 percent),
Mahoba (-48 percent), Yavatmal
and Akola (-30 percent each)
Trishur , Dahod, Dangs, and
Surguja (-27 percent each).

According to the IMD,
India received 27 per cent more
rainfall than normal in August,
the fourth highest amount in the
last 120 years. This is due to for-
mation of five low pressure
areas in Bay of Bengal in August
which led to heavy to moderate
rainfall across India. The August
of 1926 saw 33 per cent more
rainfall than normal, the high-
est precipitation recorded so far
in the month; 1976 recorded
28.4 per cent more rainfall than
normal, while the August of
1973 recorded 27.8 per cent
than normal. This year saw 27
per cent rainfall.
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Aiming to plug leakage of
classified information and

personnel falling prey to coun-
terintelligence operations of
hostile countries and non-state
inimical groups, the CRPF has
barred its personnel, civilian
employees, contractors and
visitors from using smart-
phones in office spaces han-
dling classified information
like Operations Room and
Conference Halls.

The 14-page document for
smartphone usage on Friday
also provided guidelines for
using social media in order to
secure classified data and infor-
mation.

The high sensitivity offices
encapsulate places designated
or accredited for the process-
ing, handling or discussion of
classified information in real
time like conference hall and
Operations rooms and smart-
phones that store and record
data are now prohibited for
smartphone usage. If brought
to the office, such devices
should be kept at specified

counters.
Likewise, medium sensi-

tivity offices include opera-
tional active duty and specific
areas of facility having direct
handling of confidential docu-
ments like specific branches of
administrative block, field duty,
operations and hospitals. In
such offices, smartphones will
be allowed subject to approval
of the Head of Office but
mobile camera or recorder will
be strictly prohibited.

Low sensitivity offices that
do not engage in active duty or
handle classified documents
like Lines will be open to
smartphones usage without
any restriction.

“The fundamental princi-
ples of information security are
confidentiality, integrity, and
availability. Every element of an
information security program

and every security control put
in place by an entity should be
designed to achieve one or
more of these principles.
Therefore, it is important to
consider the acceptable and not
acceptable use of smartphones
in an organisation,” reads the
copy of the order issued by the
Administrative Directorate of
the Central Reserve Police
Force.

Excessive unrestricted
usage can lead to breach of
security and can compromise
national security, it said.

The order clearly defined
the smartphone as devices that
perform many of the functions
of a computer, typically having
a touch screen, interface, cam-
era, Internet access and an
operating system capable of
running downloaded applica-
tions.

“This policy prescribes the

guidance and procedures for
smartphone restriction within
CRPF,” the order said, adding
signage depicting the category
of office will be put up.

Likewise, the guidelines
for social media usage seeks to
sensitise the personnel against
unintentionally putting classi-
fied information in the public
domain.

“Government officials
using various social platforms
are also vulnerable to being
counterintelligence (CI) targets
of State agencies as well as rad-
ical non-state inimical groups.
Social media platforms are
being used to ferret informa-
tion from unsuspecting users
and recruit gullible officials to
later exploit them for subver-
sion,” it added in justification
for social media guidelines.
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The Congress on Thursday
accused the Modi

Government of pushing the
country towards an economic
collapse and a financial emer-
gency, saying the note ban, GST
and lockdown were “disaster
strokes” not “master strokes”.

AICC chief spokesperson
Randeep Singh Surjewala said
the GDP slump in the first quar-
ter will have an adverse impact
on the average income of every
Indian, which is likely to decline
by almost �15,000 per person if
the GDP fell by 11 per cent in
the full year.

He said the Government
and Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman should not stay in
office for any longer as they
have “inflicted a big blow and
damage” to the country’’s econ-
omy, seen never before in the
country’’s history since inde-
pendence.

“There are dark clouds of
economic decay all around us.
Lives, livelihoods and jobs have
been ravaged. Businesses and
small and medium industries lie
dilapidated. The economy
stands destroyed as GDP has
been razed. India is being
pushed towards an economic
collapse and a financial emer-
gency,” Surjewala said a virtu-
al press conference.

The Congress leader
alleged that demonetisation,
GST and lockdown were not
“master strokes” but “disaster
strokes”.

Surjewala alleged the Modi
government has “plundered”
the economy in the last six years
and is now “describing its own
ineptitude and incompetence as
an act of God”.
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To provide access to millions
of persons with disability

(PwD) in rural areas seeking
assistive devices and appliances,
the Common Services Centers
(CSC) has partnered with the
Artificial Limbs Manufacturing
Corporation of India (ALIM-
CO) to register Persons with
Disability and senior citizens in
remote and inaccessible areas.

ALIMCO, a PSU under the
Ministry of Social Justice &
Empowerment, and CSC SPV,
a Special Purpose Vehicle under
the Ministry of Electronics & IT,
signed a MOU to utilize around
4 lakh CSCs across the country
to register Divyangs and Senior
Citizens for distribution of free
of cost assistive aids and appli-
ances under various schemes of
Government of India such as
ADIP , RVY and CSR schemes.

CSC will also help create
awareness about ALIMCO and
its initiatives and further mobi-
lize and support divyangs and
senior citizens to avail assistive
aids and appliances under the
schemes.

Under the partnership,
Divyangjans and Senior
Citizens can visit their nearest
CSC to get registered for free
Assistive Aids and Appliances
from ALIMCO. 
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The Supreme Court
Thursday issued a notice

on Andhra Pradesh
Government’s plea seeking to
make English the medium of
education from class one to
six in its schools.

A bench comprising
Justices D Y Chandrachud,
Indu Malhotra and K M
Joseph sought response of
Srinivas Guntipalli on whose
plea the Andhra Pradesh

High Court  had 
stopped the implementation
of the plan in Government-
run Telugu medium schools.

In April this year, the
high court had set aside the
order for government schools
to convert the medium of
instruction from Telugu to
English.

Senior advocate K V
Vishwanathan, appearing for
the State Government,
assailed the order during the
hearing conducted via video
conference.
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Jaipur: A Khap panchayat, an unelect-
ed council of village elders, recently
penalised a man and woman from the
Sansi Community in Rajasthan's Sikar
district by making them bathe publicly
to wash their alleged 'sins'.

The nephew and aunt who were
allgedly involved in an 'illicit' relationship,
were asked to deposit �31,000 and
�22,000 respectively by the Khap pan-
chayat as penalty before they were
allowed to return to the social fold. On
Tuesday, Sansi Samaj members submit-
ted a memorandum to the
Superintendent of Police, demanding
stringent action against the khap pan-
chayat. 

They said that the guilty should be
put behind bars, the amount collected by
the woman given back to her and those
who gathered at the site booked for flout-
ing social distancing norms.

Sikar SP Gagandeep Singla, mean-
while, said that a probe is underway and
the team is recording villagers' 
statements. “Also, we are trying to get
videos or pictures of the incident,” he
added. IANS
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Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said on Thursday that
the BJP was yet to learn the trick of the trade as far

as administration and governance were considered. He
was replying to an allegation raised by the BJP spokesman
Sandeep Warrier that a Government order issued in his
name on September 9, 2018 had the fake signature of the
Chief Minister.

Warrier had made the allegation in a specially con-
vened press meet at Thiruvananthapuram
on Thursday. ‘A Government order issued on September
9, 2018 in the name of the Chief Minister had

been signed by an impostor and this is a grave
situation. 

The Chief Minister was on a US tour from  September
1 to 23 and chances are that the government order could
have been signed by another person. Vijayan’s signature
has been faked by somebody in the Chief Minister’s
Office,” alleged Warrier.
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Though there has been a
small fall in the number of

new persons diagnosed with
Covid-19 on Thursday, Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
warned the people of Kerala
that the State would see a major
hike in the number of persons
by the month of October.

Briefing the media about
Covid-19 update in the State,
Chief Minister said that  on
Thursday 1,553 persons tested
positive for the pandemic. “Out
of this, 1,391 persons contract-
ed the disease through social
contacts. There were 156
patients on Thursday who
could not pinpoint how and
where they contracted the dis-
ease. The day also saw 1,950
patients getting cured of the
pandemic,” said Vijayan.
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Most elderly people in the country
live with their children. Their risk

of contracting the infection from fam-
ily members remains high, said Prof Syed
Ziaur Rahman, Department of
Pharmacology, J N Medical College
(JNMC), Aligarh Muslim University
(AMU).

He was delivering the keynote
address in an International online webi-
nar on 'Protecting Elderly from the
Pandemic' organised by the Center for
Excellence in Science and Technology for
Higher Education on Drugs and
Cosmetics from the Moist Tropical
Forest and Its Environment,
Mulawarman University, Samarinda,
Indonesia. �����'!�����$������������$��$�
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Dr. Kafeel, who was released
from jail in Aligarh for his

address against the Citizenship
Amendment Act in December
2019, said that he has suffered
not only mental but also phys-
ical harassment in the jail. Dr.
Kafeel was acted upon by the
Aligarh administration under
the National Security Act
which the High Court declared
illegal and ordered his imme-
diate release.

Dr. Kafeel told media that
the barrack had a capacity of 40
prisoners but 150 prisoners
were kept. At the time of the
pandemic, where the Prime
Minister of the country talks
about social distancing, these
rules are being broken inside
the jail. In such a situation, the
health of the detainees in jail is
in serious danger.
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The ruling CPI(M) in Kerala, already reeling under
the gold smuggling scam, has been further embar-

rassed by the disclosures made by Mohammed Anoop,
an accused held by the Narcotics Control Bureau in
Bangalore, that he was having business dealings with
Bineesh Kodiyeri, son of Kodiyeri Balakrishnan, the
party Secretary.

The link between Bineesh and Anoop could open
new chapters in the gold smuggling scam as it has come
to light that the former had called the latter many times
on the day Swapna Suresh and Sandeep 
Nair, the kingpins in the case were held by National
Investigation Agency at Bangalore in the month 
of July.

P K Firoz, general secretary, Youth League (the
youth wing of Muslim League) told reporters at
Kozhikode that Anoop, who is a Bangalore based drug
dealer had told investigating agencies about his ties with
Bineesh. Balakrishnan’s son also had friemndship with
Rijesh Raveendran who was nabbed along with
Anoop and serial artist Anikha for possessing high-
end drugs MDMA and LSD.
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The sleuths of the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)

probing the gold smuggling
scam inspected the Kerala
Government Secretariat on
Thursday and examined the
Closed Circuit TV camera visu-
als available with the General
Administration Department.

The NIA is probing the role
of the Chief Minister’s Office in
the gold smuggling scam and
wanted to examine the links
between Swapna Suresh, Sarith
and Sandeep Nair, the kingpins
, have with M Sivsankar, the
suspended principal secretary
to Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan and any other officials.

Sivsankar had been ques-
tioned by the NIA, Customs
and Enforecement Directorate
over the last two months.
Meanwhile, the Secretariat
Officials had informed the NIA

that visuals of certain days
could not be recorded as the
CCTV system went bust
because of lightning.

Sources in the Secretariat
said the NIA asked for visuals
of last one year from 70 cam-
eras installed in the complex. K
Surendran, president of the
Kerala BJP demanded the
immediate resignation of Chief
Minister Vijayan as the NIA
entering the Secretariat
Complex was rarest of rare
incident. “This is the ideal time
for Vijayan to quit on his own.
Kerala has never seen any cen-
tral agencies entering the
Secretariat till date to probe a
criminal case,” Surendran told
reporters at Kozhikode.

There are reports that the
Secretariat officials handed over
to the NIA recordings of visu-
als of last three months.

But R Ramachandran Nair,
former chief secretary of Kerala

who is also the longest serving
bureaucrat in the State,  said
there was nothing unusual in
the NIA team’s inspection of the
Secretariat. “They had taken
prior permission from the
Secretariat.  We also saw reports
about a fire that broke out in the
secretariat destroying certain
files. The NIA is  probing the
role of certain persons in the
gold smuggling scam. Hence
there is nothing unusual in the
whole episode,” said Nair.

P Rajan, former editor of
Mathrubhumi, said it was good
that the NIA had discussions
with the secretariat officials
with respect to the controver-
sial visuals. 

“The gold smuggling scam
has taken much sheen off the
Pinarayi Vijayan government.
But as on today, it is too early
to write off the prospects of the
CPI(M)  losing the 2021 elec-
tion,” said Rajan.

1�*�	%����	����7;����	�
���<	�����'	�	��������

�������������� 9��"�"� ������
��������$ ��� �"��!
���������"$�#��#����
I!���������� �/

)�
����$�� �����#�����
�����<��#�� �� ��&(�����

����������	��� D

�

Several mainstream politicians
holding their party flags are

roaming freely and organising
meetings in different parts of
Jammu & Kashmir.

Ironically, on Thursday
leaders belonging to the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP) were
prevented by the policemen
from stepping out of their hous-
es to reach party headquarters to
attend a maiden meeting after
the abrogation of Article 370 and
35-A. 

PDP leaders claimed, “when
we were ready to step out of our
houses we were prevented by the
policemen stationed there from
stepping out”.  “None of the lead-
ers, including former Cabinet
ministers were handed over any
official order or were verbally
informed by any senior officer
why they were being prevented
from stepping out of their homes
to attend a meeting convened at
the party headquarters by PDP
general secretary Ghulam Nabi
Lone Hanjura”, a junior PDP
leader told local reporters at the
party office in Srinagar.

To expose the local author-
ities, several PDP leaders post-
ed images/ videos showing how
policemen disallowed them
from stepping out on different
social media platforms. “Despite
being free on paper and in gov-
ernment submissions in the
High Court and Supreme Court,
PDP leadership continues to be
under illegal detention, without
any official orders. Video from
today - I wasn't allowed to
attend the PDP meeting nor
were any of my colleagues”,
tweeted former minister Naeem
Akhtar along with a video clip.  
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Even as the BJP attacked the
Mamata Banerjee

Government for failing to walk
its talk the State Government
has announced a two-day
Assembly session that 
will be held on September 9
and 10.

Sources in the Government
said the State Assembly would
open and function for only two
days in strict compliance with
the social distancing norms. 

“It is just a formality and
we are opening it just because
we had to open it,” a senior
State minister said adding the
Government is only 
following the norm fixed by the
Centre.

He referred to the rules
according to which the
Assembly must be convened
once in every six months. 

The Assembly was
adjourned on March 17 fol-
lowing the advent of corona
pandemic.
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With a large number can-
didates having failed to

appear for the JEE-Main exam-
inations on September 1, the
Bengal Government has
requested the Kolkata Metro
Railways ensure that the  trains
services remained functional
on September 13 when the cen-
trally held entrance exams
would take place.

“As there is little chance of
the Metro services getting
resumed before that date con-
sidering the fact that they will
have to put in place all 
the corona protocols,” the State
Government has requested to
at least run the trains on the
exam dates,” a 
senior Government official
said.

A meeting involving the
State Government officials and
t heir Metro Railways coun-
terparts was held on Thursday
at the State secretariat
Nabanna.

Jammu: The Union territory of
Jammu & Kashmir on
Thursday recorded the highest
ever jump by detecting 1,079
fresh cases of coronavirus while
11 Covid-19 patients died tak-
ing the death toll to 743 and the
total active positive cases to
8441.

For the first time, Jammu
region recorded 622 cases  in
one single day while Kashmir
division recorded  457 cases.
On the other hand, 680 patients
were discharged from various
hospitals taking the total tally
of recovered patients  to over
30,000. 

According to the media
bulletin, “the total coronavirus
cases in Jammu and Kashmir
stood at  39943 while 743
deaths have been reported in
the region”.  Out of these 39943
cases the total active positive
cases stood at 8441 in J&K.

Compared to Srinagar,
Jammu district has more num-
ber of active positive cases. 

According to the media
bulletin, Jammu district
Thursday recorded  484 fresh
cases alone while Srinagar
recorded  139 cases.  PNS
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The neo-Keynesian pressure on the
Union Government to spend more
and more and generate purchasing

power among the largest segment of the
Indian populace has been counteracted by
a strong monetarist lending policy. The
economic gap between the people who
need cash and wage support and those who
take loan to run their businesses is so wide
across India that a monetarist policy can
hardly overturn the situation of falling
demand.

A perceptual illusion about a rise in
demand for small cars, pharmaceutical
drugs and online sale of several consumer
products no doubt raised consumption
indices with the unlock phases of the econ-
omy but it could not offset the fall of
demand in food, milk and cereal markets.
The rise in consumption spurred by lend-
ing activity is limited to specific sectors,
while larger demand still remains depen-
dent on a rise in income and employment.

This brings us to two parallel streams
of lending activity by banks and other
financial institutions and generation of
income and wages by larger sectors of pro-
duction and distribution. The seeming dis-
junction between the two reflects a certain
kind of weakness in the overall framing of
economic stimulus package and other
policies to revive the economy. Market-
directed moves of expanding the credit
market by the RBI and the Government,
irrespective of the fiscal deficit of all
kinds like revenue deficit, GST shortfall,
non-availability of revised estimate of
funds for critical healthcare and education,
are a kind of provisioning that RBI earns
through various financial instruments.

The expenditure policy is getting
determined by instant availability of funds,
for which the RBI is taken to be the most
resourceful institution, re-fuelling the
Government over the last few years. This
presents a paradoxical situation of fund
crunch, austerity and internal borrowings
on the one hand and credit and lending
activity to generate a large part of fiscal
expenses on the other. The tax exemptions
granted to the rich and the corporates by
the Modi government capture the gross
reduction in tax revenue, which lead to
higher public debt in relation to the gross
domestic product (GDP). In effect, credit
expansion in the financial sector is risked
against shortfall in revenue generation,
which as a policy measure, further con-
tracts targetted Government expenditure
supposed to counter the falling demand.

This perpetual imbalance between
monetary and the fiscal sides leaves the
Government with very little policy options
except the so-called God’s hand. If
Atmanirbhar Bharat is taken into account,
the Government’s spending as assistance
towards MSME and agriculture cannot
generate sustainable trade and employment
as the most important product market

remains sluggish. The local
chain of markets for agri and
MSME products is still to
develop into a continuous sup-
ply chain, for which the local
governments need to have size-
able interventions. This brings
one to the role of State
Governments in generating
demand activity, which again is
dependent on MNREGA,
developmental work and build-
ing up a vibrant human capi-
tal. Homeward migration dur-
ing COVID lockdown placed
an added responsibility of find-
ing productive work for at
least four crore returnees, who
are still struggling.

The bleak picture does not
deter economists from produc-
ing their own variety of green
shoots of economic theory. In
a recent piece, Kaushik Basu
argued for revival of the Indian
economy through IT, outsourc-
ing of digital economy, higher
education, all of which ironical-
ly lack any labour-linking tech-
nological innovation.
Seemingly the demand side is
taken to be a suo moto avail-
able thing by Basu. In contrast,
economists Anu Abraham and
Mohd Imran Khan in their
paper—Covid-19: How long
can consumption be sustained in
lockdown?—had shown that
nearly 33 crore poor people
cannot sustain consumption-
to-income ratio at a satisfacto-
ry level and can at most sustain

themselves for six to seven
weeks. Combining Basu and
Abraham and Khan, one gets a
rather contrarian picture of
growth in the service industry
versus a total deceleration in
basic income-generating sec-
tors, which monetarist inter-
ventions cannot alter. This
does not address the disequilib-
rium between cash flow, capi-
tal formation and demand gen-
eration at the levels of macro-
economics or meta theory.
One interesting way of looking
at this knowledge gap is what
Economics Nobel prize winner
Robert J. Schiller considered as
creation of a mainframe narra-
tive to drive growth in an
economy. In the case of the
American economy, borrowing
from medical sciences, Schiller
considered a trending curve as
an “art of narrative” by which
an economy develops certain
demands and succeeds in gen-
erating money. He further
showed the role of a variety of
narratives in sustaining macro-
economy and most notably an
epidemiological narrative that
goes viral, in which income is
the most contagious element
that resembles the hump-
shaped epidemiological mod-
els. For example, the distress
sale of foreign securities in the
Indian stock market due to the
pandemic, resulting in out-
flow of capital, when com-
bined with fiscal deficit due to

the stimulus package, looks
just like a COVID-synchro-
nised model of economic loss-
es that Schiller had predicted as
an “epidemic of fear.”

India’s highly priced US
treasury holdings of $ 162.7 bil-
lion at two per cent with equal-
ly huge foreign currency-based
loans worth $105 billion from
the World Bank at 9.5 per cent
result in a massive loss of
�50,000 crore per annum from
India’s coffers. Combined with
short selling of bonds and
securities, India’s attempt to
hold foreign government secu-
rities has resulted in a cost
worth a million crore in the
capital account, leading to a
challenging trend of capital
account deficits and current
account surpluses. Capital
account deficits worth �139
crore in 2020 show a trend of
excessive financial outflow
while current account surplus
to the tune of 0.1 per cent of the
GDP shows sharp fall in import
as well as export due to reces-
sionary conditions. The mon-
etary management by adjust-
ment of rates and control on
money market by the RBI is not
able to bring sustainability in
the balance of payment. This is
how India’s balance of payment
looks more like a rising epi-
demiological curve that shows
no sign of receding.

The demand management
through Atmanirbhar Bharat

or the “Made in India” narra-
tive cannot match the pandem-
ic-induced fall in demand. 

The other narrative of self-
reliance in key sectors like
space and defence production
has nothing much to do with
capital outflow or demand con-
traction. A futurist narrative of
companies off-shoring them to
India in digital technologies
with a positive impact on job
creation gets blunted by privati-
sation of the ordnance indus-
try involving substantial job
losses. One-time revenue gen-
eration through selling public
sector giants in contrast with
past nationalisation of key
industries is an impact of the
pandemic hump. The rising
death rates in India combined
with restrictive lockdowns
spawn new gaps between over-
burdened health infrastruc-
ture and overall fund crunch.

In the absence of a plausi-
ble narrative, one could look at
sustainability economics.
Advocated by environmental
economists like Giorgos Kallis
and institutional economists
like Kate Raworth, this shows
how economies can sustain
themselves through an equi-
table contraction of demand. In
a Corona-hit economy, such a
contraction certainly reduces
pressure on natural and mate-
rial resources. At the same
time, it does not create a steady
state economy of equilibrium
between income and employ-
ment; rather it increases the
bullish behaviour in stocks
and securities. 

Sustaining degrowth by
decoupling employment and
growth could be a fiscal alter-
native in which a contraction
in demand could release an
extra or reserve fund for giving
cash to poor and middle class-
es as a “political right.” On the
other side, a contraction of
demand has resulted in unem-
ployment and job loss to the
tune of five million salaried
employees in July alone.
Altogether 1.8 crore salaried
people have lost jobs since
April, as stated by CMIE data. 

This certainly requires
what degrowth theorists pro-
posed, a universal basic income
and job guarantee decoupled
from economic growth. The
policy framework of govern-
ment spending right now
focusses more on increasing
consumption and demand
instead of reducing the impact
of a fall in demand. This can be
made possible by way of distri-
bution of resources in a social-
ly co-operative manner. This is
how we can grow the green
shoots.

(The author is a political
economy analyst based in
Shillong)
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Sir — In an unprecedented move,
the Prime Minister Narendra
Modi-led NDA Government has
opted to do away with Question
Hour using the curtailed mon-
soon session of Parliament as an
excuse. If the Opposition jointly
fails to thwart this unparliamen-
tary move, it can be used as a
precedent by the present dispen-
sation, which goes all out to
destroy all institutions that safe-
guard democracy and the rights
of the people. 

The Question Hour is meant
for the members of both ruling
and Opposition party leaders to
raise issues affecting the people
who have sent them to Parliament
to represent them. Participating in
a TV debate over this move, the
BJP’s national spokesperson and
Rajya Sabha MP GVL Narasimha
Rao went on to claim that the
West Bengal Assembly will con-
vene for just three days as com-
pared to the 17 days of the
Parliament without caring to
realise that as the Parliament rep-
resents the Union of India, con-
sisting of 28 States and eight
Union Territories, it requires
more than 30 days, if not more, to
function properly. 

In view of the current pan-
demic, a short session may be the
right decision but it should have
been planned better. The
Government should have accom-

modated the Question Hour after
clearing important financial Bills
and so on, instead of just avoid-
ing grilling by the Opposition on
contentious issues like the pan-

demic management and the econ-
omy. A Parliament session with-
out debate is “life without oxygen.”

N Nagarajan
Secunderabad
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Sir — This is with reference to the
“Global Innovation Index.” Gone
are the days when India used to
be known as a nation of snake
charmers. We have been progress-
ing in all spheres and disciplines
post-Independence. Under the
able leadership of various Prime
Ministers over the decades, we
have come a long way from being
a nation that once was considered
poor and under-developed.

Today we are reaching for the
moon and India is making rapid
inroads in several significant
domains and meeting world
benchmarks. Our improved posi-
tion in the top 50 nations of the
Global Innovation Index bears
testimony to the fact that we are
making progress in this direction.
India ranked first among central
and south-east Asian countries
and as compared to 2019, we
climbed four spots to reach the
48th position, up from 52. As per
the index, India is now the third-
most innovative lower middle-
income economy in the world.

Rahul Chouhan
Ujjain
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Can this really be happening? The British
are famously — and proudly — the most
difficult people in the world to terrorise

or bully. The population that stood with tire-
less phlegm and humour against relentless bom-
bardment, that made its historical mark with an
unflinching rationality which never permits hys-
teria to sweep the public discourse — must now
be chivied into leaving the confines of their own
homes or the safe harbours of their immediate
neighbourhoods.

And the most perplexing thing of all is that
this is the response of most of the Western
world. They, who have always stood up for their
personal liberties, are now willingly covering at
home at the thought of an invisible virus get-
ting them. It is like the Bogeyman of the Middle
Ages has been let loose upon the planet and if
we don’t hide from it, that will be the end of us.
If we look back at history, it seems that over
time, society goes from “terror to terror.”
Whether the “Red Scare” of communism in the
50s, or the Al Qaeda, immigration, and the Bear
market, the Swine Flu and now the Coronavirus.  

Where did this come from? Well, on the one
hand, it is perfectly clear: With an official
Government campaign deliberately designed
not only to inculcate fear but to suggest that pro-
tection against the great threat of the contagion
was simple and clear-cut. And furthermore,
obeying the “stay safe, stay home” edict would
not just protect you and your immediate fam-
ily but the rest of society as well. So locking
yourself away was a moral obligation as well as
an insurance against the personal danger of
catching the dreaded Coronavirus. The combi-
nation of anxiety and appeal to the conscience
of the common man was unbeatable — even
when it involved deprivations of liberty which
would once have been unconscionable.

So where are we now? Trapped in a state of
what appears to be a spiral of fear so profound
that it has become a permanent condition. Of
course, as everybody has said, the Government’s
incoherent messages have something to do with
this: One day there is solemn talk of an
inevitable “second wave” of the Coronavirus and
the next day... well you know the rest. 

But the big question on everybody’s minds
is how much of this epidemic of national trep-
idation is pretext? We gather that a great many
professionals — particularly those in the ser-
vice industries on whom the British economy
depends — are really quite smugly pleased with
their new home-based work arrangements. 

They are so relaxed, it seems, that when
Government Ministers try to tell them that,
actually, they might be putting their jobs at risk
by becoming permanent ghost-like unpersons
in the workplace, they rise up indignantly — as
if refusing to venture into the office was now a
right.

In fact, of course, the new Government
advice is simply common sense. If an employ-
ee can do his job from home indefinitely, so
could a floating free-lancer who will be owed

no security, no sick leave, no health
insurance, pension benefits or parental
leave. 

All the protections and rights
which employees have fought hard to
win over the generations will count for
nothing once managements discover
that most of the functions now carried
out by those in formal employment
can be done anywhere by people pre-
pared to carry out the same functions
on their own premises (and providing
the necessary equipment at their own
expense).

But surely those clever profession-
als in their home offices could have
come to this conclusion themselves.
Anybody who has ever worked in an
organisation knows that there is more
to a successful career than simply
doing the tasks that are required. So
why has such a large cohort of the edu-
cated population suddenly become so
perversely obtuse about what was
once a commonplace of adult life?

There has to be something bigger
involved in this startling social devel-
opment which nobody, so far as I
recall, foresaw. Nursing my own per-
sonal grief over the loss of the cultur-
al landmarks of the year — the con-
certs and the theatre, the opera and the
art exhibitions — it suddenly struck
me that virtually all of these events had
been hit recently by their own traumat-
ic identity crises. 

I found myself thinking aloud:
“Western culture has been consider-
ing a means of suicide for a while.

Maybe it’s finally found it.” In moments
of despair it had occurred to me that
there was something of a medieval
Dark Age about the current mood:
Extinction Rebellion with its child
saints and the self-flagellating Woke
culture. 

Being given an apparently sound
reason to disable the most notable
manifestations of that historical tradi-
tion which we are now being encour-
aged to denounce: What could be bet-
ter suited to the weird, vaguely hyster-
ical, fashion of the times? Fear may be
the most dangerous contagion but I am
coming around to the view that this is
not simple fear. It is a mass neurosis
of which irrational and prolonged anx-
iety is a symptom. A corrosive loss of
confidence and understanding of one’s
role and identity which will, if it pre-
vails, ultimately undermine the qual-
ity of modern life more irrevocably
than any virus.

It is not only our official cultural
institutions that are at risk here. One
of the most fundamental principles of
post-war liberal democracy is on trial
or, at least, coming up for examination.

The pandemic has been a moral
predicament at least as much as a
health crisis. When this whole bizarre
chapter is finally over, the questions
that needed to be put, but for which
there was no time, will be luminous-
ly clear. How much should we have
asked the general populace to sacrifice
in order to protect what we knew,
almost from the start, would be a quite

small, vulnerable minority? 
Is personal liberty — normally of

unquestionable value in a democracy
during peacetime — expendable when
healthcare systems are under sufficient
strain? Where exactly do we draw the
line on the right of governments to dic-
tate the terms of personal relations?

Perhaps we have learned more
than we wished to know about the
assumptions that underpin the
Government in the modern era. If, for
example, we accept that the State
should provide healthcare in some
more or less comprehensive form, does
that mean that it has the right (or even
the duty) to ensure that its medical
infrastructure is not threatened? 

And does that provision oblige the
State to put the protection of every
individual life above, say, the quality
of life of the unaffected majority? Is
that the essence of the modern polit-
ical conscience, and if it is, hadn’t we
better discuss it openly? After all, these
are our personal liberties at stake.

So there was an odd mix here: On
the one hand, the very modern idea
that it is the duty of governments to
prevent a single life being lost — a
notion which  the medieval mind with
its fatalistic acceptance of mortality
would have found absurd — combined
with a darkly superstitious dread of
some unfathomable threat. Everybody
is saying that we have lived through a
strange time. It may have been stranger
than we knew.

(Courtesy: The Daily Telegraph)

(���6�
�$
���
��
�������������	��
�
��
��������������
�����&�������������	��
&
�

	������&�������
�	���������������&�����	�����
����
�	�	�


��� ���� �8
� 2  � 	 � 4 � � 
 5


�,-�4�� �!%-$�
 ���-#&�-.�$�2'

	����+��� ��5�9��

	 ����� %�#��%�����$ �������� ���� �!��#�&�#���
���#�����������#������!�##�"����������$�� ���

���<�������������#���

3���� 6���:

��=�
B�
���'���
:-'
��;�=:�-
(:�';	:��

��'�	�
�
(:
	�;�

=:����':�'��
C	���'�'�'�	-
	-��:'�-	
.��
��=2�	'�	-�


--����=:-	-
:����	(�

	=='	:���
���.=:�:�;��

�Q	�'B�	-�
-B
.':
2�
(:==:-	C�

�:--�:�
(:��	���(����
����=-'��	�;
:��:��F-�=:��
���	���'	'B

��	(���	����	��	'
.=�C	�-�

��'	
'��B
����=
	���'��

R��	'B�:�

:��=��

�	���
:=�
	==�C:(��B

'����B�C	=�-

#���	��	������	����	���
	��	��
	
��	��
�	���	��������
�
������	�������
��	��
	��	�	����(�����
	��
�-	���	�	����	���
������
�	���	�
����
	�
����	��
���	$
���
	����	��
	�
��(


��	����	��	��
	������	���	����
������	���
�	��
��	�����	�
	���
�������	����	��
	%������	�
�
���������	����
	����
	��	��
	
���(

��	����	��	5����	�����	�
	�������	��	���	�����	$����	C
��	�
����

�
�
���	�
���������	���
�	�	��
	%��
���
��	��	����
����
	������(
���	���
��	�
�������	�������	��	�
���
	���	����
����	���	�
�������
���������	���	��	���	����	����	�
	��	
���
�
�	���
�	�
����
	�
�(
���	���	5�����	#���	�
���	����	��
	D(����
�	
�������	�
���
�
����	��������
��	���
	�

�	��
��������	��	���	����������	��	�
����
��	
�����
	��
��	���	��
	�����������	���	"����
���	#�
	�����

�
�	��	�
	��
�����	��
	������
	����
�	 ��	��
	%����	���
����
$�������	��	��
	�����(8��
	"����
��	���	�
	�
��
�	
������
�	�	�
�
�	
�����
��	

<���	������	5	���	�	����	����	�	�����������	����	���
�	1����
�����	��	������ ��	6
�����2	���	���
�	��	�	�
���
	������
	��	A
��
6
�����	E�
�	
��	������	��
	�����	$���	�
�	�����	����	�	�
�	��
���	�����	�
��
��	���	���
����	���	��	��	�	���	����
�����	�	�����
����	����	��	������
��	#�
	���	����
�	�������	���
	��	��
	����
��

�	��
���	��	�
���	��
	�
��
��	������	�������	�
�
	��
	������
���	���	����������	�����	�	�����	��	�
���	�
����	.�����	��	���(
����	�
����������	������	��
	������	������
	6
�����	)
	��	���
����
F	���������	��	����	���
���	�����������	�
��	�
���������	����(
�����	������
�	���	��	��	���
	����	������	���������
	��	�������
�
����������	������	5����	���	��
	����
	��	�
�����	��	��������
���
��	���	��
	��
��	5����	�
������	
������	

#�
	������	�
����	���
	����	�	��
(���
	�����	���	������(

�	�����	�
��	����	��
	���������	���	�����
�	���������
	��
	���
�(
���
�	7��
	����	��	��
��	�����	��
	����	����	��
	���
	
���
��
�
�����	��	����
��
�	�����������	���������	��
	���(��
��
���	�

�(
���	��
	��
����	
�������	��

��	���������	A���	��
	�������	���(
�
���	�����	������	������	��
	������	���	�
�	���
������	������
�����	��
	�
��	��	�����	���������	1��	��
	
�
�������	��	�	�����
����
��
	��	���
�2	���	����
�	����	�������	��	����	�
��������
�����	����	��
��	���������	��	����
	���������	��	�

�	���	�
�
(
��������	��	��	���	�
��	
���	

#���	����	��	�
�������	������	��	����	�	����	����
����	���	�����(
�����	�
��
�	����	5����	����	�
�
����	$�����	.���
��

�	#�
	���(
�
�	$�
���
��	��	5�����	�����	���	���	����	�������	������	�����
�����	��	����	��	���	������
	��	�����
�	�
���
	����	��	A
��	6
����
������	�����	$���	��	�
�����	���	��
	�������	��������
�	����	��

�
�������	#�
	�����
	����	5	���
	�����	��	��
	���
	
�($�
���
��	���
,�����
	.�����
��	.���
��

	���	 ���	 �	 �
�	 �
�������	 �
�����
)��
�
��	����	�����
	��	���	������
	������	��
	�
����
	�
����	�

���
�����	�������	�����	#���	
����
�	��
��	�������������
	�
�
�(
���
��	 ��	 ��
	 
����
	 �
��(�����	 ��	 �����	 ����
�	 ��	�����	 �

�
����
��	.��	�����������	���	�����
�����	��������
	�
��
��	�

�
���	��
	�
������	�
����	��	���
	�	����	��	��������
��	����
���
��
�
�	��������
����	�����	���
�	��	�
����	�����
��	��	��
	
���(
���

)��
�
��	�	��	���
���	��	������������	����	
��	����	���	�

�	�
����
	��
�	���	��	��	���	��
�
	��
	��	�
�������
��	��
	����	�

���
��	����	��
	��	��
	�

�	���	������	����������	���	��
	
��(
�����	���������	�
���
	��
	������	��
	��	��
	����
����	#����	��
�����	����	�
��	��	�	������
	����	�����	��	��
	���
	��	�����	��	
��
�(
����
��	����
�	�
����	���	�����	����� ���	��������	��	�����	 ���
��
	���	"�
�����	���	����	���	��
	%��
���
��	��	��	����	����
	��
����	��
	
�����	���	����	��	��
	����(������	G;	��������	����(
��B	.��	���	�����
��	�
��
���	�������	�
�
����	���	�����
�������	���
	����
��
�	�	����
�	��������������	�
��

�	�������
��	��
	*
�����	%��
���
��	���	��
	!
�
��
	6���	��	5����	1!652�
#�
��	�����
�	�
����	��	���	�	�����	����	���
	���	�	��
	!65�	����

�������	���
	���
	����	��
	���
�	���	��
������	#����	5	��
�����	��	�
���	�����
�	������
�
�	�	��
	*
�����	6����

0
�����	��
	��	��
	������	�����	��	
�������	����
�	���	��


������	������	��
	
����
	������	��	����
������	�������	��	��

%��
���
��	��	�����	���	��
������	#�
�
	��	�	���
	�
����	���
��
	%��
���
��	��	������
	�	��
(���
	�
��
�	��	��
	�����
	���	���
�(
�����
	�����
	������	���
�	����	�	�
�	��	
������
�	����
���	����
�
���	:H	�������	������
�	�����������	�����	���
	����	��
��	����
��	���
	���	��	���
	������
	�����	�����	���������	���	����
��
	��������	�
�����	

#�
	%��
���
��	��	 ����	 ��	 ���������	 �	 ��
(���
	���
��
���
	������
�	���
	��	��
�����
��	��������
	��	��
�
	�
�(
��
�	.��	����
	����	��
	�����	�����	��	�
���	�9I	����	����
	���(
���
�	�	��
	%��
���
��	��	����	���
	�

�	���
	��	�	36���
���4	�����
�	��	�	����
�	�

�	���	�
�
������	������	��	
�����(
��	�
�
�
�������	#�
	���	��������	��	���
	��
	�������	
�����
��	���	���	����(�
��	������	����	�	�����	

	��	��
	���
����

����	��
���	#�
	%��
���
��	�

��	��	�
�	���
	����	������
��
	����
�	���������	���
�
���	�
����	�����	���	�
�����
	��
�
��	 ���
��	 ��	 ������	�������	���	���
	
�
�	������(��������
�
�������
	��������
��	#���	��	�
����
	��
	������������	���	���(
����������	�
�����	������
	�	����
	�����	��	��
	�����	��������

���	������	��
�
	�
�����	�	�����
�	����	����	��
�
��	��������	����
��������	����	����	���
��	���
���	

5��
�����	����
	�������	��	���
	��	�����(�����	�
�������

��������
�	����	������
	���������	��	����	���
����
��	5�	����	��
(
��
	�	���
�����	������
	���	����	�
�
����	�������	���	�����
	���(
�
�����	#�
	���������	��	��������	��	�
���
	����	�����	�����	���
����
�	��	����
	�
�����������	��	����	�
����
	��	��
	����
(��(��
(
���	�
�������
	��������
�	��������
	��	��
��

E�
�	������	��
	�������	�
����	�������	��
	��	��
	�
	����(
�
��
�	�
���	���
�	��	����	��	��
"���
	�
�����	���	����������	�����(
���
�	��	�������	�����	��	��
	�������	5�	��
	%��
���
���	�����	����
��
	������
	�
�����	����	���	����	���	�����	�
����	�
�
������	�����(
�����	���	���������
	����������	��������
�	��	
�
�	����	���	���(
�
�	 ��	 ��
	 ������	 ���	 ���
���	 �����	 ��
�	 ��	 ���
��	 �������
���
�
�	���
	�������	6������	��	�����	�
	�	���
	���
	�����(

��	#�
�
	�����	�
	�	������
�	������������	��	�
�����������	�
����(
���
	�
���
�	����	�����
�	�����������	��	����	"�����	�������	���
��
���������#�
�
	��
���	��	������	�
����	���
	0������	6�����	����
��
��
	�	�
�����
�	���	������
�	5�����

1�����
���
�����������	����2

At times, I lecture at mass commu-
nication institutes and a few univer-
sities. Often, I am struck by the near

sartorial uniformity among the students
— the ubiquitous denim jeans. My esti-
mate is that 80 per cent of college girls in
Delhi wear trousers or a variant of it, 18
per cent an assortment of garments and
the remaining two per cent salwar suits.
Of the 80 per cent who wear trousers, I
reckon, 85 per cent would swear by jeans.
Garima, like many of her tribe, finds them
to be comfortable and requiring “little
maintenance.” On the other hand,
Anusuya, a second year student in a promi-
nent women’s college, feels that the jeans-
tee ensemble brings out her best features. 

Starting from the 70s, more and
more women in India have been riding on
this craze whereas the adoption of this
“male” garment in the West had its moor-
ings in the exigencies of the period and in
ideology. According to Fashion
Encyclopedia, the term “jeans” has exist-
ed since the 1600s, where it was a compre-

hensive term to describe the “rough
clothing worn by working men.” Since the
fabric for making this apparel often came
from Genoa in Italy, it was labelled as
“jean”. With weavers in the Nimes, France
replicating this fabric, it acquired a new
name: Denim, a corruption of the words
“de Nimes.” The indigo dye used to
colour the fabric blue came from India.
Hence, denim meant blue jeans.

During World War I (WW-I), women,
having joined the workforce, started wear-
ing uniforms that were akin to men’s in fab-
ric and style. This meant the transforma-
tion in the appearance of women from the
feminine to masculine. Hence, taking to
trousers was the next logical sartorial step.
But then these tacky tracks didn’t go too
far. The end of the war brought fundamen-
tal changes in British society as women
outnumbered men. They felt compelled to
appear more attractive. Hollywood hero-
ines inspired them to wear make-up. The
new German cult of sun-bathing became
popular and sun-tanned bodies a status
symbol of rich and fashionable women.
With significant changes in sexual moral-
ity, availability of contraception and the
founding of the abortion clinic of Marie
Stopes, women were spurred to reveal
more of their bodies: legs, arms, chest,
back. But the great depression of the 30s,
coupled with the Wall Street crash, high
unemployment and higher taxation in the
US led to a social churning. Married
women were compelled to give up their
jobs and return to “sweet domesticity.” Yet,

in 1934, Levi Strauss & Co. took a risk, for-
ever altering the course of women’s fash-
ion. It introduced the world’s first jeans
made exclusively for women: Lady Levi’s
jeans for women working on farms and
ranches. However, Europe was slow in
warming up to this concept. Thus, for a
decade or so, almost all sartorial symbols
of masculinity remained mothballed.

WW-II put women back into the
workforce and pants this time on both
sides of the Atlantic. Popular posters of
women workers encouraged others to wear
practical overalls, dungarees and jeans. But
post-war, women again succumbed to the
natural instincts of femininity, prodded by
myriad fashion pundits. Christian Dior
launched the “New Look” in Paris, return-
ing women to an overtly feminine silhou-
ette which gave them an hour-glass figure
and an extravagance so long denied to
them. Some other Parisian fashion hous-
es like Givenchy, Yves Saint Laurent and
Pierre Cardin, too, captivated the imagi-
nation of the fashion conscious, stimulat-
ed, as they were, by Hollywood divas like
Marilyn Monroe, Audrey Hepburn and
Elizabeth Taylor.

But it was the rapid economic inde-
pendence of women and their growing
interest in sports and leisure activities, the
relaxing of parental control over teenagers
and the latter’s craving to dress like their
anti-establishment idols Elvis Presley,
James Dean and Beatles that led to a revival
of interest in trousers. Another set of
counter-culturists were the beatniks who

rejected notions of glamour. The hippy rev-
olution of the 70s, which held sway over
the imagination of people globally, brought
a new dimension. For the first time,
women wore everything from “bedazzled
and studded to bootcut jeans in public.”

Almost concurrently, and as a reaction
to the entire package of fashion that sculpt-
ed the female body into a sexual object, the
Women’s Liberation Movement began in
the late 1960s. Femininity, the feminists
argued, was a male ploy for manipulation
and control over women. The crusaders
advocated wearing dungarees and jeans
and no adornment. In the gambit of
achieving gender equality through sarto-
rial parity, some women found trousers so
comfortable that they abandoned wearing
dresses and coined a new word, “power
dressing.” In India, too, there is no short-
age of power dressers. Thus, shorn of any
existential exigencies, Indians have suc-
cumbed to be swaddled in trousers and
blue jeans to conform to the global pull.
While for the upper classes, foreign labels
are a way of identification with their
Western peers, for the not so privileged
wearing jeans is a practical way of life and
a means to be at par with their aspirational
models. Notwithstanding the advent of
new fabrics and silhouettes, trousers and
jean have maintained a firm footing. It has
become a universal cultural language
that inscribes the body. 

(The writer is former ADG,
Doordarshan and founder Executive
Director, Lok Sabha TV)
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New Delhi: Facebook founder
Mark Zuckerberg on Thursday
said the social network would
stop accepting new political ads
in the week before the US pres-
idential election in November
amid concerns that its loose
rules could once again be
exploited to interfere with the
vote like in 2016. The announce-
ment comes amid heightened
scrutiny of Facebook’s influ-
ence on politics including in
countries like India where the
social media giant has been
accused of ignoring hate speech
by BJP leaders to placate the rul-
ing party.

In a Facebook post
announcing the changes, Mr
Zuckerberg, chief executive of
the world’s biggest social net-
work, wrote that he was con-
cerned about the unique chal-
lenges voters would face due to
the coronavirus pandemic,
which has prompted a surge in
voting by mail. “I’m also worried
that with our nation so divided
and election results potentially
taking days or even weeks to be
finalized, there could be an
increased risk of civil unrest
across the country,” he said. Mr
Zuckerberg has previously
defended his decision to allow
for a freewheeling political con-
versation on Facebook. AFP
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APakistani court on
Thursday directed the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs to
execute a non-bailable arrest
warrant against former prime
minister Nawaz Sharif in a 34-
year land allotment case,
according to media reports.

During the plot allotment
hearing, Model Town Police
Inspector Bashir Ahmed told
Lahore Accountability Court’s
Judge Asad Ali that Sharif was
not at his residence.

Last month, the account-
ability court had issued a bail-
able arrest warrant and served
summons at all known address-
es of the three-time prime min-
ister, who is currency in London
for medical treatment. 

London: A prominent British
human rights lawyer is conven-
ing an independent tribunal in
London to investigate whether
the Chinese government’s
alleged rights abuses against
Uighur Muslims in the far west-
ern Xinjiang region constitute
genocide or crimes against
humanity.

The tribunal is expected to
reveal new evidence and testi-
mony over several days’ hearings
next year. While the tribunal
does not have government back-
ing, it is the latest attempt to hold

China accountable for its treat-
ment of the Uighurs and ethnic
Turkic minorities, who have
been subject to an unprece-
dented crackdown since 2017.

Barrister Geoffrey Nice,
who previously led the prose-
cution of ex-Serbian President?
Slobodan Milosevic over the
Balkans war and worked with
the International Criminal
Court, was asked by the World
Uighur Congress to investigate
“ongoing atrocities and possible
genocide” against the Uighur
people. AP
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For the first time, Hindu
widows in Bangladesh will

have the rights to both agri-
cultural and non-agricultural
lands of their deceased hus-
bands after a top court ruled in
their favour, according to a
media report.

The Bangladesh High
Court on Wednesday ruled
that no separation has 
been made between the agri-
cultural and non-agricultural
lands. So Hindu widows have
the rights to the lands of their
husbands, The Daily Star
reported.

Under the current norm,
Hindu widows in the country
are only entitled to their 
spouses' homesteads and not

any other assets like agricul-
tural land.

"Hindu widows will have
the rights to both agricultur-
al and non-agricultural lands
that belonged to their hus-
bands. They will also get the
right to sell the lands for legal
necessities during their life-
time," the report said, citing
the court order.

The verdict by the High
Court came following a civil
revision petition filed by civil-
ian Jyotindranath Mondal from
Khulna district challenging a
lower court verdict.

On March 7, 2004,
Khulna's joint district judge
delivered judgement in a case
filed by Jyotindranath, saying
that Gouri Dasi, widow of
Jyotindranath's elder brother
Avimannu Mondal, will get
right to the agricultural land of
her late husband.

The land had been record-
ed in the name of Gouri after
Avimannu died in 1996.

Jyotindranath had filed the
case with the court of an assis-
tant judge in Khulna challeng-
ing the record of the land in the
name of Gouri Dasi in 1996.

Berlin: German Chancellor
Angela Merkel faced growing
pressure on Thursday to recon-
sider the Nord Stream 2 pipeline,
which will take gas from Russia
to Germany, after she said
Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny
was poisoned with a Soviet-style
nerve agent.

Merkel said on Wednesday
that Navalny, who is being treat-
ed in a Berlin hospital, was the
victim of a murder attempt
using the nerve agent Novichok,
and demanded an explanation
by Russia.

Moscow has denied involve-
ment in the incident and the
Russian foreign ministry said
Germany’s assertion was not
backed by evidence.

Western countries have con-
demned the attack on Navalny
and many German politicians
want a tough response.

“We must pursue hard pol-
itics, we must respond with the
only language (Russian
President Vladimir) Putin
understands - that is gas sales,”
Norbert Roettgen, head of
Germany’s parliamentary for-
eign affairs committee, told
German radio. “If the Nord

Stream 2 pipeline is completed
now, it would be the maximum
confirmation and encourage-
ment for Putin to continue this
kind of politics,” Roettgen, a
member of conservatives, told
German television earlier.  

Nord Stream 2 is set to dou-
ble the capacity of the existing
Nord Stream 1 pipeline in car-
rying gas directly from Russia to
Germany. Led by Russian com-

pany Gazprom with Western
partners, the project is more
than 90% finished and due to
operate from early 2021. This
may complicate efforts to stop it.

The project has divided the
European Union, with some
countries warning it will
undermine the traditional gas
transit state, Ukraine, and
increase the bloc’s reliance on
Russia for energy supplies. AFP

Taipei: China’s “vulgar threats”
over a visit by the Czech
Republic’s senate speaker to
Taiwan are like a cold, unwel-
come winter wind and contrast
with the courteous words the
speaker offered while in
Taiwan, a senior Taiwanese
politician said on Thursday.

China, which claims
Taiwan as its sovereign terri-
tory, has condemned Czech
Senate speaker Milos Vystrcil
for going. The Chinese gov-
ernment’s top diplomat Wang
Yi said this week he would pay

a “heavy price” for visiting the
democratic island.

Vystrcil declared himself to
be Taiwanese in a speech at
Taiwan’s parliament on
Tuesday, channelling the late
U.S. President John F.
Kennedy’s defiance of com-
munism in Berlin in 1963,
further angering Beijing but
winning plaudits in Taipei.

Speaking with Vystrcil by
his side Taipei, Taiwan parlia-
ment Speaker You Si-kun
praised his “stirring” speech at
the legislature. AP
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Moscow: Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s spokesman
brushed off allegations
Thursday that the Kremlin was
involved in poisoning Putin’s
most determined critic, accus-
ing Germany of not providing
Moscow with any evidence
about the condition of Russian
dissident Alexei Navalny.

Navalny, a politician and
corruption investigator, fell ill
on a flight to Moscow on Aug.
20 and was taken to a hospital
in the Siberian city of Omsk. He
has been in an induced coma

for more than a week in a Berlin
hospital after being flown from
Siberia to Germany for treat-
ment more than a week ago.

German authorities said
Wednesday that tests showed
“proof without doubt” that he
had been poisoned with a
chemical nerve agent from the
Novichok group. But Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov
insisted Thursday that Russian
authorities still had not
received any evidence from
Germany to back up their alle-
gation. AP
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Wilmington (US): Joe Biden is
calling the struggle to reopen
US schools amid the coron-
avirus a “national emergency”
and accusing President Donald
Trump of turning his back to
stoke passions instead about
unrest in America’s cities.

The Democratic presiden-
tial nominee’s broadsides came
a day ahead of his own trip to
Kenosha, Wisconsin, where
Biden said he wants to help
“heal” a city reeling from
another police shooting of a
Black man. 

The wounding of Jacob
Blake and subsequent demon-
strations have made the polit-
ical battleground state a focal
point for debate over police and
protest violence, as well as the
actions of vigilante militias.

Biden assailed Trump for
his vilifying of protesters as well
as his handling of the pandemic
that has killed nearly 190,000
Americans and crippled the
national economy, leaving mil-
lions out of work, schools
straining to deal with students
in classrooms or at home and
parents struggling to keep up. 

An American president,
Trump’s challenger declared,
should be able to lead through

multiple crises at the same
time.

“Where is the president?
Why isn’t he working on this?,”
Biden asked. 

“We need emergency sup-
port funding for our schools —
and we need it now. Mr.
President, that is your job.
That’s what you should be
focused on — getting our kids
back to school. Not whipping
up fear and division — not
inciting violence in our streets.” 

Trump answered almost
immediately with his own
event in North Carolina, where
he continued casting the
protests generally as “violent
mobs here at home” that must
be met with a strong show of
force. 

“These people know one
thing: strength,” he said. 

If local leaders would ask
for federal muscle, Trump said,
“We’ll have it done in one
hour.” 

Trump later tweeted, “My
Administration will do every-
thing in its power to prevent
weak mayors and lawless cities
from taking Federal dollars
while they let anarchists harm
people, burn buildings, and
ruin lives and businesses.” AP
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Six young Portuguese activists
launched on Thursday a

European human rights case
against 33 countries in the lat-
est legal effort to force govern-
ments to step up their fight
against climate change.

The six filed a claim
Thursday asking the European
Court of Human Rights to
hold the countries accountable
for their allegedly inadequate
efforts to cut greenhouse gas
emissions. 
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New Delhi: Team NTPC over-
came a stiff challenge to emerge
as winner at the recently con-
cluded All India Management
Association (AIMA) -
Chanakya (Business Simulation
Game) National Management
Games (NMG) 2020. The vic-
tory was also significant since
NTPC won the prestigious
National Management Games
for the first time in five years.
The team from NTPC Vallur,
Tamil Nadu achieved the feat of
being crowned the national

champion after competing
against teams from 112 organ-
isations from different parts of
the country.

The team comprised Shri
Chinnathambi G, Manager,
C&I Maintenance; Shri
Senkguttuvan P J, Manager,
Operations (Main Plant); Shri
Yoginderkumar J, Manager,
Operation from NTPC Vallur.
Team NTPC Vallur qualified
for the regional rounds, which
was held online and subse-
quently qualified for the Finals.

New Delhi: Strongly welcoming the
review of ASEAN-India FTA agreed
upon by ASEAN countries on India’s
request, Indian Paper Manufacturers
Association (IPMA) has requested the
Union Ministry of Commerce &
Industry to put paper & paperboard
in the negative list so as to provide a
level-playing field for Indian paper
manufacturers who have been bearing
the brunt of indiscriminate import of
cheap paper, especially writing, print-

ing paper, from ASEAN countries.
“Domestic paper mills have been

severely impacted due to imports
flooding into the country from ASEAN
countries at nil basic customs duty.
Several smaller paper mills, and even
a few large ones, have been forced to
shutdown their operations due to
commercial unviability. There is ade-
quate production capacity in the coun-
try which is currently under-utilised,”
said IPMA president AS Mehta.

Greater Noida: Greater Noida
City is developing very fast as
a modern city. Over here all
types of modern facilities,
international level basic facili-
ties, broad-gauge roads, all
modern facilities like multiplex,
golf, greenery, parks and recre-
ation facilities. Due to coron-
avirus epidemic, swimming
pool gym clubs etc. are closed
in the State. Also, people are
not able to take advantage of
these facilities due to the said

epidemic and social distancing.
The Greater Noida

Authority is considering to pre-
pare an alternative system keep-
ing in view the current events
and circumstances. So that the
common people/residents here
start their morning in a healthy
and natural environment of the
above activities by going out of
the buildings / houses to start
their morning in a better way,
such as morning walk, yoga,
exercise and recreation etc. 

New Delhi: Airports Authority
of India, in collaboration with
the Defense Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) and State
Government is developing the
Deoghar Airport in Jharkhand.
The development of airport
with project cost of �401.34
Croreis underway and will be
completed very soon

The airport will spread
across 653.75 acres of land and
its Terminal Building is being
built in an area of 4000sq
meter. With a 2,500-meter-
long runway, the airport will be
suitable for operation of Air Bus
320 type of aircraft.The termi-
nal building will have six check-
in counters and two arrival belts
with peak hour handling capac-
ity of 200 passengers.

With environment-friendly
architectural design and state-of-
the-art passenger facilities, the
terminal building will be a com-
posite structure inspired by the

Shikharsof the Baidyanath
Temple. The interiors will depict
local tribal arts, handicrafts,
and pictures of local tourist
destinations highlighting the
culture of the region.

Deoghar Airport, the sec-
ond airport in Jharkhand after
Ranchi, a six-hour drive away,
is situated on the North Eastern
side of the state and will have a
wide catchment area including
Northern West Bengal and
South-Eastern Bihar.
Development of this airportwill
give an impetus to local tourism
and will generate employment
as large part of the local popu-
lation depends on tourism for
its livelihood.
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Diesel price on Thursday
was cut for the first time in

close to six months after state-
owned fuel retailers reduced
retail selling rate by 16 paise per
litre. Diesel now costs �73.40
per litre in the national Capital,
as against �73.56 a litre 
previously, according to a price
notification of state-owned 
fuel retailers.

Petrol, which witnessed
the second rally in rates begin-
ning mid-August, was
unchanged at �82.08 a litre.

This is the first reduction
in diesel price since mid-March
when Indian Oil Corp (IOC),
Bharat Petroleum Corp Ltd
(BPCL) and Hindustan
Petroleum Corp Ltd (HPCL)
froze rates for 82 days to adjust
a record hike in excise duty on
auto fuels against falling bench-
mark cost.

Diesel rates had gone up by
�12.55 a litre between June 7,
when oil firms resumed revis-
ing prices in line with cost, and
July 25. Diesel price has

remained unchanged in the
country since July 25, except in
Delhi where a reduction in
VAT lowered the rate by 
�8.38 per litre.

Petrol price went up by
�9.17 per litre between June 7
and June 29 before hitting 
a pause. 

The revision cycle again
started on August 16 and rates
have gone up by �1.51 since
then. In all, the petrol price has
risen by �10.68 since June 7.

In Mumbai, petrol comes
for �88.73 per litre while diesel
is priced at �79.94, as against
�80.11 previously, according to
the price notification.

In Kolkata, petrol is priced
at �83.57, while diesel now
costs �76.90 a litre, down from
�77.06 previously.

In Chennai, petrol comes
for �85.04 a litre and diesel 
for �78.71, as against �78.86
previously.

State-owned fuel retailers
revise rates of petrol and diesel
daily based on average price of
benchmark fuel in the preced-
ing 15 days. 
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Benchmark equity indices
closed lower in a volatile

trade on Thursday, dragged by
losses mainly in banking coun-
ters as overall weak macroeco-
nomic scenario weighed on
investor sentiment.

The BSE Sensex ended
95.09 points or 0.24 per cent
lower at 38,990.94; and the 
NSE Nifty closed 7.55 
points or 0.07 per cent down 
at 11,527.45.

On the Sensex chart, ICICI
Bank was the top loser, shed-
ding around 2 per cent, fol-
lowed by Bharti Airtel, Axis
Bank, Kotak Bank and
PowerGrid.

On the other hand, Titan,
Tech Mahindra, Nestle, Maruti,
Sun Pharma and Asian Paints
were among the gainers.

Sectorally, BSE bankex,
finance, metal, energy, realty
and utilities indices fell up to
1.51 per cent.

While consumer durables,
IT, teck, capital goods, indus-

trials and auto indices rose up
to 3.37 per cent.

Broader midcap and small-
cap indices outperformed the
BSE benchmark, ending up to
0.74 per cent higher.

“Markets exhibited volatil-
ity and ended flat for the day,
switching between gains and
losses. However, global mar-
kets, especially Europe, were
generally positive for the day,
anticipating better economic
data,” Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services, said.

Domestically, data
emerged that the services sec-
tor had contracted for the 6th
consecutive month, in spite of
phased reopening of 
the economy in the last two
months, he said, adding that
this has led to worries that the
comeback, foreseen for the
economy, could be long 
drawn out.

The market turned nega-
tive after the latest IHS 
Markit Services Purchasing
Managers’ Index (PMI) con-

tracted for the sixth successive
month in August.

The seasonally adjusted
India Services Business Activity
Index rose sharply from 34.2 in
July to 41.8 in August, the high-
est since March, before the
escalation of the pandemic.

The downturn in India’s
services sector activity eased in
August but remained in the
contraction zone as Covid-19
pandemic-induced restrictions
continued to adversely impact
client demand and business
operations.

Bourses in Shanghai and
Hong Kong ended in the red,
while Tokyo and Seoul closed
with gains.

Stock exchanges on in
Europe were trading on a pos-
itive note in early deals.

Global oil benchmark
Brent crude was trading 1.40
per cent lower at USD 43.81 per
barrel.

In the forex market, the
rupee depreciated 44 paise 
and closed at 73.47 against the
US dollar. 

Chennai: Auto component manufacturers are expected to
suffer about 15-18 per cent decline in their revenues in
FY21 and an average of 100 basis points (bps) in their EBIT-
DA due to sharp contraction in demand over what the
industry experienced during FY20, said Brickwork Ratings
in a report released on Thursday.

According to Brickwork Ratings, during FY20, the rev-
enues of auto ancillaries declined about 8-10 per cent after
a year-on-year (yoy) increase until FY19. The reduction
in revenue is owing to the shrinking order book from
Original Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs) due to lower
automobile sales in the country last fiscal, it said.

According to the rating agency, the auto component
makers’ revenue is expected to slip by about 15-18 per cent
in FY21 on account of lower income levels and continued

weak sentiments.
“BWR (Brickwork Ratings) expects export revenues

to decline as well in FY21 as more than 50 per cent of our
exports are to markets in Europe, the UK and the US, and
demand from these markets is expected to decline amid
the Covid-19 outbreak and postponement of model launch-
es or deferment/cancellation of orders,” the report said.

According to the report, auto components players will
be affected adversely in the first quarter of the current fis-
cal and, to some extent, during the second quarter as well.

The rating agency expects a gradual recovery in vehi-
cle sales from the second half of the current fiscal owing
to pent-up demand, an improvement in OEMs produc-
tion activities and the easy availability of credit from
financiers. IANS
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The NHAI has debarred the
concessionaire of the under

construction elevated corridor
on 6-laning of NH-248-A from
Rajiv chowk to Sohna from
participating in any NHAI bids
(directly or in association/ JV)
involving major structural
works after its explanation 
for the collapse of  a span 
of the stretch was found 
unsatisfactory.

Following the collapse last
month, the concessionaire, M/s
Rajiv Chowk-Sohna Highway
Pvt. Ltd. and its promoters i.e.
M/s Oriental Structural
Engineers Pvt. Ltd, was issued
a show cause notice to explain
the violation of the obliga-
tions under the Concession
Agreement. 

The explanation furnished
by the concessionaire was
found to be unsatisfactory,
NHAI officials said, adding
moreover, lapses were also
found in implementation of the
safety measures/workman-
ship/adherence to construc-
tion methodologies/ proce-
dures, which were highlighted
time and again to the contrac-
tor before the incident.

Therefore, it was established
that the concessionaire failed to
discharge its obligation to con-
struct a safe structure and to
ensure safety of the user 
and pedestrians on the previ-
ous occasions and during the
accident as well, the officials
maintained.

Accordingly, with imme-
diate effect, the concessionaire
has been debarred from par-
ticipating in any NHAI bids
(directly or in association/ JV)
involving major structural
works until they demonstrate
reliable construction method-
ologies/ designs and adequate
safety measures at sight; and
demonstrate that such type of
accident does not occur in
other part of their works.
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday

directed banks to roll out res-
olution schemes for Covid-
related stress by September 15.

During her interaction
with the heads of scheduled
commercial banks and NBFCs
through a video conference,
Sitharaman focused on lenders
immediately putting in place
board-approved policy for res-
olution, identifying eligible
borrowers and reaching out to
them, said an official statement.

She also called for quick
implementation of a sustained
resolution plan by lenders for
revival of every viable business.

Sitharaman told the lenders
that as and when moratorium
on loan repayments is lifted,
borrowers must be given sup-
port and Covid-19 related dis-

tress must not impact the
lenders’ assessment of their
credit-worthiness.

Further, she also called for a
sustained media campaign to
create awareness among the bor-
rowers for the resolution scheme.
She advised lenders to ensure
that regularly updated FAQs on
the resolution framework are
uploaded on their websites in
Hindi, English and regional lan-
guages, and also circulated to
their offices and branches.

“The lenders assured that
they are ready with their reso-
lution policies, and have start-
ed the process of identifying
and reaching out to eligible
borrowers, and that they will
comply with the timelines stip-
ulated by the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI),” said the Finance
Ministry statement. The min-
istry said that it has also been
engaging with the RBI to

ensure that the lenders are
assisted by the central bank in
the resolution process.

As the pandemic has led to
severe economic stress across
sectors, the RBI in August
announced to provide a reso-
lution framework to enable
the lenders to implement a res-
olution plan, in respect of eli-
gible corporate borrowers with-
out change in ownership while
continuing the account status
as standard, subject to specified
conditions.

During the virtual meet on
Thursday, the Finance Minister
also reviewed the progress made
by various lenders under ECLGS,
PCGS 2.0 and subordinate debt
schemes announced as part of
the ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat
Abhiyaan’, and advised lenders to
try and extend the maximum
possible relief to borrowers
before the festive season.
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Everyone loves to go out and eat
but amid the COVID-19 pan-

demic and health and government
officials urging people to stay
home as much as possible, we have
been forced to eat home-cooked
food every day. And during this
time, while many waited impa-
tiently for the unlock, many chose
to bring out their inner chef and
taste the joy of home-cooking.
Social media videos and YouTube
channels became the learning tool,
teaching people how to prepare all
kinds of quick and easy restaurant-
styled recipes in their own kitchen.
Well, social media is a testament to
all those delicacies.

However, how many tried to
adopt or cook meals the tradition-
al way? For instance, a thali meal
system is something that we should
introduce into our daily lives. This
time is also a good opportunity. A
thali (plate) is a big round base that
holds small bowls (also called
dunas), carrying specified quanti-
ties of various food items. The first
mention of dunas can traced back
in the texts from the Vedic period,
but the portions we see in today’s
thalis have changed drastically.
Well, most of it would find its roots
in the establishment of new social
structures and modern lifestyles.

The significance of this thali is
that it offers the right amount of
nutrients required to maintain a
healthy body and lifestyle. It helps
us ensure that we are consuming
balanced meals. This situation of
staying home has presented us with
an opportunity to prepare and con-
sume these balanced meals. A
healthy diet can protect the human
body against several diseases, espe-
cially non-communicable ones
such as obesity, diabetes, cardiovas-
cular diseases, some types of can-
cer and skeletal conditions. It also
helps us maintain a healthy
immune system, important to

fight the fast-spreading viruses like
COVID-19.

For decades, it has been our
culture to eat together as a family.
This was another advantage of the
lockdown with all family members
staying at home. Indian culture
encourages consumption of whole-
some meals and have also passed
on several combo recipes to us. It
lays great emphasis on portion
control to avoid problems like obe-
sity, experiencing the variety of
flavour and textures and sharing of
food with everyone. Indian thalis
have hence been a rich diet meal
that does not only take care of the

tastebuds but also provides all the
necessary nutrients. We should
continue to carry our tasty and
healthy food culture with us and
use it in our daily lives. 

Here are some of the tips to
prepare a healthy and balanced
Indian thali at home:

- Striking a balance in the pro-
portions of carbohydrates, fats,
proteins, vitamins, minerals, and
water they consume, is important. 
� Including these items in your
daily meals is crucial to follow a
balanced diet — fruits, vegetables,
grains, proteins, dairy and oils.
Fruits and vegetables are rich in

several nutrients, especially vita-
mins and minerals. Dark, leafy
greens such as spinach, cabbage,
broccoli, and green beans are also
highly-nutritious ingredients that
should not be skipped.
� Consuming whole grains
instead of refined grains since the
latter lack the hull containing
most of the grain’s nutrition.
Adding proteins to your meals in
the form of meats and beans will
aid in muscle and brain growth.
� The breakfast should contain a
combination of complex carbs,
proteins, and fibre. Experiment
with different kinds of omelettes,

vegetable rich poha, upma or
sandwich, stuffed parathas,
idli/dosa/uttapam with chutney or
sambar.
� For lunch, remember to fill
your plate half with vegetables and
fruits, one fourth with proteins
and the remaining one-fourth
with carbs. Simple meals can be
tasty too, if cooked the right way.
Mix vegetable khichdi or pulao or
Rajma rice with buttermilk or
curd, paneer wrap with boiled
chana and lassi or pasta with
paneer salad and curd are all
great meals for a soul-filling
healthy lunch. Non-vegetarians

can opt for items like fish curry
with rice and curd.
� The dinner should always be
the lightest meal. Bisibele rice
with curd, dal rice and vegetable
or soup with pulao are the best
choices to end your day with.

- Between these meals, one
can have another round of fruits,
a chana chaat or sprouts as a
snack instead of caffeine-filled
tea/coffee.
� Adding nutrient-rich ingredi-
ents like pepper, ginger, garlic,
cumin, cloves, fenugreek seeds,
turmeric to your everyday food
regulates the healthy factor in the
body. These spices carry chemi-
cal compounds which have anti-
bacterial, anti-fungal, anti-micro-
bial and anti-viral properties
which help fight several kinds of
infections.
� Hydrating beverages should
not be missed out. Apart from
drinking at least two litres of
water every day, one can also
consume healthy and tasty drinks
like fruit juices, milk shakes,
buttermilk, coconut water to
beat dehydration.
� Other items which can be
included are roasted chana,
peanuts, makhana, chikkis,
puffed rice, bajra, jowar, maize,
ragi flour, wholegrain breads,
wheat pizza bases and wheat pas-
tas, tender coconut, green tea,
olive oil, groundnut, soyabean
and mustard oil in your kitchen
pantry. These are some of the
healthiest ingredients available in
the local Indian markets.

Following a healthy Indian
thali system can play an instru-
mental role in not only enhanc-
ing the quality of your health but
can also uplift your mental well-
being.

(The writer is the goodwill
ambassador of MyThali pro-
gramme.)

Afew years ago,
Maruti had

invited automotive
journalists to the
Umaid Bhawan
Palace in Jodhpur
to experience something com-
pletely new in the small car
space. Well, ostensibly, the car
was the new Maruti-Suzuki
Celerio. The new was the fact
that the car featured an
‘Automated Manual
Transmission’ or AMT gear-
box. While AMT was not a new
technology, by bringing it into
compact hatchbacks, Maruti
had once again transformed the
market and made automatics, in
a manner of speaking, afford-
able. AMTs are not really ‘auto-
matic’ gearboxes. After its clutch
pedal has been removed, the
headache of always moving your
left foot in urban traffic condi-
tions still remains.

As a few years went by,
AMTs really began to feel a bit
sluggish, particularly as engine
power outputs went up. More
often than not, you found your-
self in a power band that felt
totally inappropriate for the
conditions on some cars. Not all,
to be fair, but the fact was that
somewhere down there as an
automotive writer, you knew
that AMT gearboxes were a
cost compromise. They certain-
ly didn’t allow for any enthusi-
astic driving. Although they
could be deadly efficient once
you mastered the throttle pedal.
This was an old technology and
while it had its purpose in pop-
ularising automatic gearboxes
among Indians, carmakers could
do a bit better. Truth be told, sev-
eral of them have done a lot bet-
ter. There have been consider-
able efforts in making CVT
gearboxes and regular torque
converter gearboxes much more
affordable. Lately, dual-clutch
gearboxes are also coming down
the value chain with Hyundai-
Kia making it an option on their
top-end Venue and on the forth-
coming Sonet.

However, both these cars
will have something totally fas-
cinating as an option, the
‘Intelligent Manual
Transmission’ — a gearbox that
the manufacturers claim will

give you the thrill of changing
gears while removing the clutch.
Hyundai was first off the mark
and celebrated the first anniver-
sary of last year’s ICOTY win-
ning Venue by launching the
IMT version of that car.

There are a lot of sensors
connected to a lot of software
code that allow the driver to do
this, but my first impressions of
the car were very weird. As
accustomed as I have become to
driving automatic cars over the
past few years, this felt like
something had gone wrong to
my poor brain. No clutch, so
don’t change gears it went and
then you hear an alarm going
off instructing you to change
gears, wait, what? As the saying
goes, you can’t teach an old dog
new tricks. Well, this was a new
trick on the car, and it took me
some time to get adjusted. I’m
saying this after years of quite
easily jumping from one car to
the next without any prob-
lems, going from a 50 horse-
power hatchback to a 500+
horsepower supercar, from a
limousine longer than some
boats to the Tata Nano. Been
there, done that, but never
done this.

It took me a bit of time, but
possibly this dog isn’t ready for
the pasture yet. Once I got the
hang of it, the IMT was actual-
ly quite a bit of fun. Sure, it isn’t
quite as exhilarating as a man-
ual is on the Venue turbo-
petrol. The gear changes do feel
a bit notchy at times, but only
a couple of hours with the car
and one can get used to this
new feeling. If you do buy this
car, I’m pretty sure you will also
go through a learning curve
that will require a few days.
That said, what did concern me
was — once used to such a car,
how would a driver get back to
a regular manual? I don’t have
an answer! But the way the
market is evolving, manuals are
increasingly a thing of the past.
This is just a step to making
them extinct. 

Were you confused
about the kind of
tattoo you wanted

some time back? Did you
scroll through hundreds of
pictures to decide what to
finally get inked and where?
Well, you perhaps got a lit-
tle late in deciding things as
the pandemic has turned
everything upside down.

The nature of this pro-
fession is highly personal as
getting inked cannot be a
contactless activity.
Considering safety and
social distancing as the
need of the hour, most of
the people are now hesitat-
ing to get tattooed. Also,
now that people only step
out for the essentials, they
believe tattooing can wait
for a while! However, this
has landed the industry in
some major troubles.

The impact has been
such that it seems to have
pierced a hole in the indus-
try. Several tattoo artists
and studios are struggling
to meet even their basic
expenses. Unlike other pro-
fessions, these artistes can-
not join another company
after a job loss as their job
is not based on qualifica-
tion but skills. And work
from home definitely can’t
be an option here.

Veteran and celebrity

tattoo artist Vikas Malani,
founder, BodyCanvas
Tattoos, says, “We are
artists and need clients to
run our businesses and
showcase our skills. Since
tattooing is a person-to-
person job, the loss is high
in this industry. Earlier,
around 20 customers used
to visit our studio every day
on an average but now the
footfalls have reduced to
two or three. Even the
ones who visit are our reg-
ular customers, there are
no new ones. With such
less clients, the inflow of
money seems to be scary.”

He further adds that
they require at least one or
two hours to ink, unlike
other places where people

go into a store, purchase
and leave within a few
minutes. So the chances of
contracting the virus is
high as people are in con-
stant contact with the stu-
dio artists who meet a lot
of other customers
throughout the day.

Now, after a series of
lockdowns and relaxations,
the industry is slowly
restarting and people have
been constantly thinking
about newer and safe ways
to run their tattoo studios.
They are following fre-
quent sanitisation, use face
shields, gloves and masks.
It is also advised to provide
a safety kit to the artists and
people visiting the studio.

“Even before this pan-

demic, we used to wear
safety gloves and masks.
However, now it has
become more significant as
it can be one of the most
common or easy ways for
the transmission of virus,”
says Vikas.

Though it becomes
challenging to run the busi-
ness with limited resources,
necessary precautions are
essential for safety. Vikas
lists some of the safety
measures to consider
before getting a tattoo.

Safety measures for studio
crew
�Sanitise your hands and
wear a fresh pair of protec-
tive gloves for each client.
�Check the body temper-
ature of all the staff mem-
bers, including the artists,
every day before they enter
the studio.
�It is advisable to allow
only one client at a time
inside the studio.
�Ensure that the studio,
including furniture and
workstation, is properly
sterilised.
�Sterilise non-disposable
equipment, instruments
and supplies.
�Don’t miss sanitising fre-
quently used areas such as
drawers, handles, sinks and
tables.

Safety measures for clients
�Make sure that you
approach a standard and
reputed tattoo parlour that
operates with experienced
professionals and follows
the correct safety guide-
lines.
�Do all the consultation
through phone calls and
book an appointment
before entering the studio.
�Discuss the details,
design and positioning
over a call to reduce phys-
ical contact. Ask your artist
if they can digitally repre-
sent the tattoo design to get
a clear idea.
�Try to visit the studio
directly from your home to
avoid transmission from a
third party.
�Only the person to be
inked should enter the stu-
dio to maintain social dis-
tancing.
�Be cautious about the
common spots like door-
knobs, chairs, tabletops
that are touched frequent-
ly by several people. Wash
your hands after touching
any common area and use
hand sanitiser.
�Avoid carrying several
things inside the studio.
Some studios also provide
lockers for clients to keep
their belongings to avoid
possible risks. 

��	�
� �
���� #$#&'!-!���0� �-�$��-&���)�$#��)(!��#!��2%#. -�� �-
 #  ����$�(! )'�$-.-!!#)'�!#"- '�2-#!()-!�#$�� �-�0#'�"�)0#)�

���	���
	�����
� �������	�	��
��$ ���F��#������%�����A����N$����������� �
�$��!�##��$�����!����$"������T

9�-���
	'=

�( � �# ��$�'�()� �#&��
�����!2�92!2�/"�*:#2" �	
�
�������������&����	�
�����������	�	����"��	�������

�
���������������������	���	�

�"�+0�A"��7�=2B��+0



���� ����B:=9�

Under normal circumstances,
Karolina Pliskova would
not have been seeded No 1

at the US Open and so, while a sec-
ond-round loss certainly would
have been disappointing to her, and
noticed by others, it wouldn’t have
been as newsworthy.

But what’s normal in 2020?
With the women who are 1-2 in
the rankings choosing to skip the
trip to Flushing Meadows because
of the pandemic, No 3 Pliskova
ascended to the top spot in the
draw — and by Day 3, she was
gone.

Pliskova, the 2016 runner-
up at the US Open, made her
mood clear during a 6-1, 7-
6 (2) loss to 50th-ranked
Caroline Garcia on
Wednesday by throwing
a racket, then again
afterward with a series
of clipped responses at
her news conference.

Pliskova fidgeted
with the microphone.
Sighed. Shrugged
her shoulders.
Rolled her eyes.

When a
reporter offered
possible explana-
tions for the defeat —
a new, faster surface on
the courts, a lack of atmos-
phere because there are no spec-
tators, the pressure of her high
seeding — Pliskova replied:
“Nothing from what you said.”

Her reasoning for the result?
“I didn’t play good,” Pliksova said,
“so that’s it.”

When another member of
the media said this back-and-
forth must be boring to
Pliskova, she said, “Yeah, a lit-
tle bit. Did you see the match
or no?” and soon after
remarked, “I don’t know if you
understand tennis well enough.”

After a first round that
went more to form than ever —
29 of 32 seeded women won
their opening matches, a US
Open record since the num-
ber of seeds was doubled from
16 in 2001 — the surprises
started in the second round.

Three Americans turned in
upsets of seeded women. Shelby
Rogers, ranked 93rd, beat 11th-
seeded Elena Rybakina 7-5, 6-1;

Ann Li, who is ranked 128th,
topped 13th-seeded Alison Riske 6-
0, 6-3 in a matchup between two
players from Pennsylvania; and
Madison Brengle, ranked 84th,
took out 19th-seeded Dayana
Yastremska 6-2, 6-3.

Other seeded women who
were eliminated: No 12 Marketa
Vondrousova, No 30 Kristina
Mladenovic, No 31 Anastasija
Sevastova.

Mladenovic’s loss was the
wildest of them all. She led 6-1, 5-
1, then later held four match
points, but never was able to fin-
ish things off and ended up on the
wrong end of a 1-6, 7-6 (2), 6-0
result against 102nd-ranked
Varvara Gracheva.

Two seeded men exited, too:
No 13 Cristian Garin and No 24
Hubert Hurkacz. 

Unlike Pliskova, the No 1-
seeded man, Novak Djokovic, only
had a brief blip on his way to the
third round and a 25-0 record in
2020. Going back to late last sea-
son, his winning streak is 28
matches overall.

“I’m actually glad I did drop a
set and got tested the way I did
today against Kyle. I expected it
to be a tough, tough task,” said
Djokovic, who has won five of the
past seven Grand Slam tourna-
ments to raise his major trophy
total to 17, three behind Roger
Federer and two behind Rafael
Nadal. “I’m really glad having an
early kind of tough match in the
tournament,” Djokovic said,
because it kind of serves me bet-
ter, I think, for the rest of the tour-

nament.”
Next up for him is No 28 Jan-

Lennard Struff, someone Djokovic
dismissed 6-3, 6-1 last week at the
Western & Southern Open.

Other winners on  Wednesday
included No 4 Stefanos Tsitsipas,
No 5 Alexander Zverev and No 7
Davis Goffin.

Tsitsipas made it to the US
Open’s third round for the first time
by withstanding the so-rare-these-
days serve-and-volley style of his
168th-ranked American oppo-
nent, Maxime Cressy 7-6 (2), 6-3,
6-4 after two-time Grand Slam
champion Naomi Osaka’s 6-1, 6-2
win against Camila Giorgi.

Cressy’s loss was part of a
rough day for men from the US,
who went 1-7.
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Jorge Messi, father and agent of Lionel Messi,
appeared to concede his son could remain at

Barcelona this season, according to footage
broadcast by Spanish media on Thursday.

Messi senior seemingly replied “yes” when
asked by a reporter if they had considered the
possibility of staying at the club for another sea-
son and then leaving for free next year, in a video
recorded by Spanish TV station Cuatro.

The images were captured as Jorge Messi
pulled into a parking garage reportedly for
another day of meetings with the family’s
lawyers.

He had arrived in Barcelona on Wednesday,
landing at the private terminal in El Prat air-
port on a flight from the Argentine city of
Rosario.

Six-time Ballon d’Or winner Messi boy-
cotted Barcelona’s first pre-season training
session on Monday, as he tries to force his way
out of the club he joined as a 13-year-old.

He also failed to attend a coronavirus test
at Barcelona’s training ground on Sunday.

Messi’s father was followed throughout the
city by reporters and TV crews on Wednesday,
and told reporters it would be “difficult” for his
son to stay at Barcelona.

According to local reports, club directors
met with Messi and his advisers for more than
two hours on Wednesday, but neither party was
willing to alter their stance.

Further negotiations are expected to be held
in due course between Barcelona and Messi’s
entourage, which also includes his brother
Rodrigo.

Barcelona insist their cap-
tain remains under contract
until June 2021 and will only
depart if his �700 million release
clause is activated, a stance that
has been backed by La
Liga, which says that
release clause still
applies.

But Messi and
his lawyers argue
he should be
allowed to go for
free this summer
according to another
clause in his contract,
which they claim was trig-
gered on Aug 25 when a
burofax stating Messi’s
intention to leave arrived
at Camp Nou.
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Australia’s Marnus Labuschagne may have to
wait to make his T20I debut despite a dazzling

start to the tour of England, according to captain
Aaron Finch.

Labuschagne, a breakout star of last year’s
drawn Ashes campaign in England, scored 100 off
51 balls when opening in a T20 practice game on
Tuesday.

But with Finch and David Warner established
as an opening pair and star batsman Steve Smith
a powerful presence in the top order, the 26-
year-old may be unable to force his way into
Australia’s side to play England.

The first game in a three-match T20 series
between the two top-ranked teams in the for-
mat takes place in Southampton on Friday.

“We’re pretty settled with how we struc-
ture our T20 side at the moment,” Finch told
a conference call on Thursday. “He
(Labuschagne) played nicely the other day,
but I think he might have to wait a little bit
longer in T20 cricket.”

Wicketkeeper Alex Carey struck 107 in
the same innings as Labuschagne, while all-

��3����The Chennai Super Kings
squad, barring the two players who
tested  positive for coronavirus last
week, is likely to train from Friday
subject to clearance after a second
round of testing was conducted on
Thursday.

“Tests were done today. Results
will come late night or tomorrow
morning,” a CSK official told PTI.

Earlier, CSK CEO Kasi
Viswanathan had said that the team
will start training from Friday after
the second round of testing.

The coronavirus-free players
were made to undergo two addi-
tional tests after 13 cases were con-
firmed last week, delaying the
team’s training.
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Gareth Bale will consider a
return to the Premier

League if his current club Real
Madrid allow him to end his
stint in Spain, the Wales inter-
national has said.

The 31-year-old was on the
verge of leaving for Chinese club
Jiangsu Suning last year before
the deal fell through, and he
barely featured for Real in their
run to the La Liga title when the
campaign resumed after the
Covid-19 stoppage.

Despite winning four
Champions League titles with
Real, Bale has divided opinion
in Spain because of a perceived
lack of commitment and poor
injury record.

“If those options (interest
from Premier League clubs)
arise, it’s something I’d look at for
sure,” Bale, who made 146
Premier League appearances
for Tottenham Hotspur between
2007 and 2014 before moving to
Madrid, told Sky Sports.

“We’ll see what hap-
pens. We have plenty of
time in this transfer win-
dow and a couple of others
as well. Time will tell
but mainly I think the
reason is that the deci-
sion is in Real Madrid’s
hands.”

Bale, who has
joined up with the
Wales squad ahead
of their upcoming
Nations League

games against Finland and
Bulgaria, said he was happy to
be back in an environment
where he felt “a little bit more
appreciated”.

“I tried to leave last year, but
(Real) blocked everything at
the last second,” he added.

“There have been other
instances where we have tried
to go but the club won’t allow
it or they’ve done something.

It’s down to the club.
“I am only 31 still,

but I feel I am in great
shape still and feel like
I have a lot to give. We
will see what hap-
pens. It’s in the club’s
hands, but they make

things very difficult to
be honest.”

rounder Glenn Maxwell hit
108 in a 50-over warm-up
match.

Top-ranked T20 side
Australia also face England,
the world champions in 50-over
cricket, in three one-day inter-
nationals later this month.

“It’s been a really good hit
out the last few days,” said
Finch. “Obviously with Maxwell
getting a hundred, Marnus,

Alex Carey all getting hundreds
in two different formats is real-
ly pleasing.”

DESPERATE TO BEAT
England pacer Mark Wood

has said the team is desperate
to beat their Ashes rivals in the
upcoming limited overs series. 

“It’s always good when you
play for England — don’t get me
wrong — but there’s an extra
incentive when you play
Australia — your biggest rivals,”
Sky Sports quoted Wood as
telling reporters.

“They’re desperate to beat
you; you’re desperate to beat
them. It doesn’t matter if it’s
Ashes, white-ball, T20; we’ll be
desperate to beat them.”
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Three senior male wrestlers,
including world champi-

onship Silver-medallist
Deepak Punia, have tested
positive for Covid-19, the
Sports Authority of India (SAI)
said on Thursday.

Besides the Olympic-
bound Punia (86kg), the other
two wrestlers who have tested
positive for the virus are Navin
(65kg) and Krishan (125kg).
All three are part of a nation-
al camp at the SAI Centre in
Sonipat ahead of which the
wrestlers are in quarantine.

“Three senior men’s
wrestlers, who had reported to

the National Wrestling Camp
at SAI Centre in Sonepat,
have tested positive for
Covid -19 virus,” the nodal
sports body said in a state-
ment.

They have been
moved to a SAI
empanelled hospi-
tal as a precaution-
ary measure for
further monitor-
ing.

Punia said he
is asymptomatic.

“I don’t have
any symptoms
and I don’t feel
anything unusual
in my body. I am

perfectly alright, I don’t know
how I tested positive. I am
just now waiting for anoth-
er test after two days. I am
not worried,” Punia said.

All wrestlers were test-
ed, upon arrival, as

per the SAI SOP
for resumption of
sports activities.

As per pro-
tocol, all
wrestlers along
with the coach-
es and support
staff under-
went the
mandatory RT-
PCR test to
detect Covid-19

on arrival.
When contacted, the

Wrestling Federation of India
(WFI) Assistant Secretary
Vinod Tomar said the camp
will go ahead as planned.

“They (the three) will be
tested again after two days and
if they return negative tests,
they will be brought back,” he
said

“There is no threat to the
national camp. It will contin-
ue. The wrestlers will begin
training only after they com-
plete their quarantine period
of 14 days,” Tomar added.

All the wrestlers assem-
bled for the camp on
September 1.
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Women’s top seed tumble trend continues
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India’s Divij Sharan and his
Serbian partner Nikola Cacic

fought hard before going down in
three sets to eighth seeds Nikola
Mektic and Wesley Koolhof in the
first round of the US Open men’s
doubles event.

Sharan and Cacic lost 4-6, 6-
3, 3-6 against Croatia’s Mektic and
Koolhof of the Netherlands in a
tough contest that lasted one
hour and 46 minutes on
Wednesday.

Inconsistency in serves
played a big role in Sharan and

Cacic not being able to cash in on
their comeback in the second set
on Wednesday. The pair made a
poor start to the match but made
up for it by forcing the game into
a decider with a dominant 6-3
win in the second set.

The winners will next play
Italy’s Simone Bolelli and Maximo
Gonzalez of Argentina.

The other Indian in the men’s
doubles draw — Rohan Bopanna
— and his Canadian partner
Denis Shapovalov will take on
Ernesto Escobedo and Noah
Rubin of the United States in the
first round. 
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ENGLAND-AUSTRALIA IN T20IS
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