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The Election Commission
(EC) on Friday said Bihar

Assembly polls and the 65
bypolls for Assembly and Lok
Sabha seats due in various
States will be conducted at the
same time due to logistics rea-
sons. The EC also said it would
announce the Bihar poll dates
“at an appropriate time”. The
term of the Bihar Assembly
ends on November 29.

According to the EC, one
of the major factors in clubbing
them together is the relative
ease of movement of Central
forces, law and orders and
related logistics issues.

“Considering that Bihar
Assembly elections are also
due and required to be com-

pleted before November 29,
2020, the Commission has
decided to conduct all the 65
bypolls and the Assembly elec-
tions of Bihar around the same
time. 

One of the major factors in
clubbing them together is the
relative ease of movement of
Central Armed Police Forces/
other law and order forces, and
related logistics issues.
Announcement of the schedule
of Bihar General Assembly
elections as well as these
bypolls will be done by the
Commission at the appropriate
time,” the EC said.

The EC meeting was held
on Friday regarding the hold-
ing of bypolls due in various
States. The EC has reviewed the
reports and inputs from Chief
Secretaries/Chief Electoral
Officers of many of the con-
cerned States seeking defer-
ment of the bypolls in their
States in view of several factors.

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Friday dismissed the pleas,

including the one filed by
Ministers of six Opposition-
ruled States, seeking review of
its August 17 order which
paved the way for holding
NEET and JEE.

A bench of Justices Ashok
Bhushan, BR Gavai and
Krishna Murari, which con-
sidered the pleas in-chamber,
said there was “no merit” in the
review petitions. The SC also
rejected the applications seek-
ing listing of the review petition
in the open court.

“Applications seeking per-
mission to file review petitions
are allowed. We have carefully
gone through the review peti-
tions and the connected papers.
We find no merit in the review
petitions and the same are
accordingly dismissed,” the
bench said in its order.

National Testing Agency
(NTA) which conducts both
the exams is holding JEE Main
from September 1-6, while
NEET will be held on
September 13.

The review matters in the
apex court are usually consid-
ered “in-chambers” through
circulation of petition among
the judges of the bench. The
judges then decide “in-cham-
bers” whether there is any
merit in the review petition to
re-examine the case in open
court hearing.

Continued on Page 2
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In a day of dramatic develop-
ments that began with the

raids carried out on their res-
idences and seizure of elec-
tronic devices allegedly con-
taining incriminating evidence,
the the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) on Friday night
arrested late Sushant Singh
Rajput’s house manager Samuel
Miranda and actress Rhea
Chakraborty’s brother Showik
in connection with a drug case
registered in connection with
the Sushant death case.

After the day-long ques-
tioning during which they
allegedly confessed to having
procured drugs for late
Sushant, Showik and Samuel
were booked under various
relevant sections of law for drug
procurement and abuse.  

Earlier in the day, as part of
the investigations into the
Sushant death-related drug
case, the NCB sleuths went
overdrive in their effort to
bust Bollywood-drug mafia
nexus and carried out search-
es at the residences of Showik
and Samuel and seized elec-
tronic devices like laptops and
smartphones.      

After the raids at their res-
idences that lasted for four to
five hours, Showik and Samuel
were taken to the NCB’s region-
al headquarters at the Ballard
Estate in south Mumbai, where
they were grilled separately.
Later in the day, they were con-
fronted with each other.

Continued on Page 2
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In the first signal of thawing
of tension between two coun-

tries, Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh met his Chinese coun-
terpart Wei Fenghe on Friday
in Moscow on the sidelines of
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) Defense
Ministers’ conclave.  The two
leaders held talks on the issue
of the ongoing situation on the
Line of Actual Control (LAC)
in eastern Ladakh and agreed
to resolve the differences
through dialogue at all levels.

Till late at night, neither
side issued any formal state-
ment about the outcome of the
meeting which lasted 45 min-
utes starting 9.30 pm IST. This
was the maiden meeting
between the two leaders since
the stand-offs began more than
four months back in early May.

It is understood that both
sides consented to abide by the
bilateral agreements and pro-

tocols to bring peace and tran-
quility at the border. The meet-
ing came following the request
of the Chinese authorities,
sources said here.

Incidentally, Rajnath and
Fenghe had taken part in a cel-
ebration to mark  75 years of
the end of World War II and
Victory Day parade in June in
Moscow but did not meet each
other. 

The meeting comes even as
India at the last moment pulled
out of the multi-nation military
exercise under the aegis of the
SCO in southern Russia.  The
official reason for the step was
corona pandemic but sources
said since China was also par-
ticipating in the drill, India
decided not to go in the back-
drop of ongoing tension at the
border. 

The 15-day long exercise
begins on September 14.  India
had taken part in this exercise
last year when China and
Pakistan had also participated.

The next high profile

exchange between the coun-
tries will take place on
September 10 when External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
will discuss the entire gamut of
the ongoing tussle at the LAC

with his Chinese counterpart
Wang Yi in Moscow. This
meeting will also take place on
the sideline of the External
Affairs Ministers’ meet under
the aegis of the SCO.

Cautioning that the ongo-
ing scenario was more serious
than even 1962 recently,
Jaishankar said here on
Thursday in an event this was
“not the easiest of times” in the
bilateral relationship with
China. He also said he had
known the Chinese foreign
minister for a long time. 

Stressing the point that he
was not underplaying the chal-
lenges of the LAC, the Minister,

however, said, “I am convinced
that the solution to the situa-
tion has to be found in the
domain of diplomacy.” 

Similar views were
expressed by Foreign Secretary
Harsh Shringla here on Friday
when he said, “It is an unprece-
dented situation; we have never
had this kind of situation since
1962. We have lost for the first
time, lives of soldiers which has
not happened in the last 40
years.” 

He also said, “As far as we
are concerned, there will be no
compromise in our sovereign-
ty & territorial integrity. At the
same time, as a responsible

nation, we are always willing to
talk. Our communication lines
are open.”

Meanwhile, earlier in the
day Rajnath called for “cli-
mate of trust, cooperation and
non-aggression without mak-
ing any direct reference to
China”. He also said the need of
the hour is to honour interna-
tional rules and norms. 

While participating in the
ongoing three-day meet of
Defence Ministers in Moscow,
Rajnath  emphasised that
“peaceful, stable and secure
region of Shanghai
Cooperation (SCO) member
States — which is home to over
40 per cent of global population
— demands a climate of trust
and cooperation, non-aggres-
sion, respect for international
rules and norms, sensitivity to
each other’s interest and peace-
ful resolution of differences.”

Rajnath made these points
while addressing the
Combined Meeting of Defence
Ministers of the SCO,
Collective Security Treaty
Organisation (CSTO) and
Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS)
Member States.  China and
Pakistan are members of the
SCO.  Rajnath also said, “If I
may borrow an idea articulat-
ed by our Prime Minister in a
different context, our goal
should be ‘Security and Growth
for all in the Region’.”

Continued on Page 2

Chandigarh: The Sonipat dis-
trict administration has
launched a massive contact-
tracing drive after 75 workers
at two popular eateries in
Murthal tested Covid positive,
officials said on Friday.

Sonipat’s Deputy
Commissioner Shyam Lal
Punia said sampling work has
been initiated at other eateries
also. 65 workers at Amrik-
Sukhdev dhaba and 10 at
Garam Dharam dhaba had
tested positive for coronavirus
following which both the eater-
ies were sealed on Thursday.

Continued on Page 2
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The US and Russia may be
trying to introduce mass

scale vaccination against
Covid-19 in the next couple of
months, but the  World Health
Organisation (WHO) thinks
such widespread vaccination is
not possible until the middle of
next year.

WHO spokeswoman
Margaret Harris said none of
the candidate vaccines in
advanced clinical trials so far
has shown a clear signal of effi-
cacy at the level of at least 50%.

“We are really not expect-
ing to see widespread vaccina-
tion until the middle of next
year,” Harris told a UN briefing
in Geneva.

“This phase 3 must take
longer because we need to see
how truly protective the vac-
cine is and we also need to see
how safe it is,” Harris added.

All data from trials must be
shared and compared, she said. 

Continued on Page 2
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With China amassing
troops and artillery at the

Line of Actual Control (LAC)
after its latest failed intrusion
bids, Army Chief General MM
Naravane on Friday admitted
that the situation is “tense and
the  forces have taken all nec-
essary precautionary steps and
are ready to meet any chal-
lenge”.  However, he favoured
dialogue to resolve the current
logjam at the borders.

The Army Chief is on a
two-day visit to the borders in
Ladakh.

Meanwhile, at Chushul,

Brigadier-level talks contin-
ued for the fifth day on Friday
to de-escalate the situation on
the South Bank.  However,
these parleys remained incon-
clusive like the earlier discus-
sion this week. The two officers
will meet again on Saturday,
sources said.

Reviewing the situation,
especially in the Chushul sec-
tor, including the Pangong Tso
(lake) where the Indian Army
on August 29 and 30 thwarted
Chinese transgression
attempts, Naravane said he
was there to make a first-hand
assessment of the situation
along the borders.

“The situation along the

LAC is tense. We have under-
taken precautionary deploy-
ment in some areas. The troops
are prepared for all contin-
gencies. All these actions have
been carried out only along the
LAC,” he said.

As regards efforts to bring
down temperatures at the
volatile border, the Army Chief
said over the past three
months, both sides are engaged
in resolving the situation.
Military and diplomatic chan-
nels are functioning. The
Indian side is firmly commit-
ted to resolving the current sit-
uation along the LAC through
engagement. 

Continued on Page 2

New Delhi: To test incoming
international passengers, the
country’s first on-site Covid
testing facility is coming up
at the capital’s Indira Gandhi
International Airport and
will provide RT-PCR test
results within six hours. The
facility, to be set up by a pri-
vate laboratory empanelled
by the Delhi Government for
Covid testing, is expected to
be operational by mid-
September.
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After adding half-a-million
cases in just one week,

India on Friday crossed the
four-million Covid-19 count
and raced towards replacing
Brazil from the second spot.

India has been adding
more than 75,000 new cases
and around 1,000 death every
day in the last three weeks. The
last few days saw the country
crossing 80,000 Covid cases
daily, which is nearly 35,000-
40,000 cases more than that of
the USA and Brazil on a daily
basis.

India is now just around
one lakh cases behind Brazil,
which is the second worst-
affected country after the USA.
With the rate of infection wild-
ly moving up, India should be
able to pip Brazil to the second
spot by Sunday.

The massive Covid-19
surge is now a truly pan-India
phenomenon.  South India,
which was relatively better-
placed in the initial part of the
Covid-19 outbreak, is now bat-
tling a serious situation. 

Even a small State like
Kerala, which at one time near-
ly contained the virus, is now
reporting more than 2,000
cases on a daily basis. Andhra

Pradesh is now the only State
in India besides Maharashtra to
record more than 10,000 cases
on a daily basis.

With Delhi seeing a second
wave of coronavirus and Uttar
Pradesh beginning to record
more than 5,000 cases every
day, the Covid-19 is showing
no sign on plateauing out in
India.

India may claim to record
a below two percent death
rate, but the fact remains that
more than 1,000 people are
succumbing to the virus every
day. If the trend persists, India
may have close to one lakh
fatalities by the end of
September.

The decision to open up
metro trains and bars and
restaurants will pose fresh chal-
lenge in containing the spread
of the virus, which has now
spread to the remotest corner
of the country.
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New Delhi: The Supreme Court
Friday dismissed the plea of for-
mer Congress leader Sajjan
Kumar, who is serving life
imprisonment in an 1984 anti-
Sikh riots case, seeking interim
bail on health grounds.

“Sorry. We are not inclined.
Dismissed,” a bench headed by
Chief Justice S A Bobde

said.Senior advocate Vikas
Singh, appearing for Kumar,
argued that interim bail be
granted to Kumar on health
grounds as he has been in jail for
20 months, has lost nearly 16 kg
weight and needs to recover
from past ailments.Singh said
Kumar would abide by all the
conditions which would be

imposed by the court.
Senior advocate H S

Phoolka, who has been appear-
ing for some of the riots victims,
opposed the plea and said the
required treatment is already
being given to Kumar at hospi-
tal.“We will hear you finally
someday but cannot grant you
bail like this,” said the bench,

also comprising Justice A S
Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian.

“We are not treating the
judgement (of the Delhi High
Court which convicted and
sentenced Kumar in the case) as

faulty merely because it has
reversed earlier verdict. We will
hear you finally someday,” the
bench said.

Kumar is serving life
imprisonment after the Delhi
High Court had convicted him
and others in the case on
December 17, 2018.

The high court had

reversed the acquittal of Kumar
by the trial court in 2013 in the
case related to the killings of five
Sikhs in the Raj Nagar Part-I
area in Palam Colony in south-
west Delhi on November 1-2,
1984, and burning down of a
gurdwara in Raj Nagar Part-II.

The riots had broken out
after the assassination of then

prime minister Indira Gandhi
on October 31, 1984 by her two
Sikh bodyguards.

On May 13, the apex court
had dismissed the plea by
Kumar who had sought interim
bail or parole on health grounds,
saying he did not need hospi-
talization as per medical report
at the moment.In its verdict, the

high court had convicted and
sentenced Kumar to imprison-
ment for “remainder of his nat-
ural life” in the case saying the
riots were a “crime against
humanity” perpetrated by those
who enjoyed “political patron-
age” and aided by an “indiffer-
ent” law enforcement agency.

PTI
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Gorakhpur: Police went into a
tizzy after they received a
phone call, which later proved
hoax, that a terrorist had
entered the famous
Gorakhnath temple here.Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath is the head priest of
the temple.

After getting the call on
Thursday night, the police
swung into action and SP City
Kaustibh along with CO
Gorakhnath Ratnesh Singh led
a strong force to search the
entire temple.But they did not
find any suspicious thing or
man inside or outside the tem-
ple, the police said here on
Friday.

They said someone from
the Bansgaon area informed
the police control room over
the phone around 10 pm on
Thursday about the presence of
a terrorist in the
temple.However, his family
members told the police that he
was suffering from mental dis-
ease.

“With a dog and bomb
squad the entire Gorakhnath
temple was searched and after
watching CCTV footage and
also asking people, no suspi-
cious thing or man was found.
With the help of surveillance,
police traced that Shivendra
Pratap Singh of Bedouli village
under Bansgaon police station

limit had called the police con-
trol room and gave fake infor-
mation about the terrorist,”
the CO said.

“The man was not found at
home and his family claims that
he is under treatment for men-
tal disease for the last 10 years.
Police are investigating the
claim of his family,” he added.

The Gorakhnath temple is
a temple of the Nath monastic
order group of the Nath tradi-
tion. The name is derived from
the medieval saint,
Gorakshanath, a yogi who trav-
elled widely across India and
authored a number of texts that
form a part of the canon of
Nath Sampradaya. PTI
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From Page 1
Currently, there are 65

clear vacancies due for bypolls
in Assembly/Parliamentary
constituency, out of which
there are 64 vacancies in the
State Legislative Assemblies of
various States and one) vacan-
cy for Parliamentary
Constituency. 

The bypolls were sched-
uled to be held earlier this year.
But they had to be deferred due
to Covid-19 pandemic situa-
tion. 

The vacant Assembly seats
include 27 in the Madhya
Pradesh Assembly, after former
Congress leader Jyotiraditya
Scindia and the MLAs sup-
porting him quit the party and
their posts as legislators in

March this year.  Besides
Madhya Pradesh, bypolls in
eight seats in the Gujarat
Assembly are pending as well.
These are the Abdasa, Limdi,
Karjan, Dang, Kaprada, Morbi,
Dadhada, and Dhari con-
stituencies. In July, the EC had
deferred polls in one Lok Sabha
seat, and seven Assembly seats
due to “extraordinary circum-
stances peculiar to these con-
stituencies”.

They were the Valmiki
Nagar Lok Sabha seat in Bihar,
along with two Assembly seats
each in Tamil Nadu and Uttar
Pradesh, and one each in
Assam, Madhya Pradesh and
Kerala. Most of these seats
had fallen vacant due to the
death of sitting members.

From Page 1
“A lot of people have been

vaccinated and what we don’t
know is whether the vaccine
works...at this stage we do not
have the clear signal of whether
or not it has the level of worth-
while efficacy and safety...,”
she added.

Russia granted regulatory
approval to a COVID-19 vac-
cine in August after less than
two months of human testing,
prompting some Western
experts to question its safety
and efficacy. 

A report in the Lancet on
Friday said that patients
involved in early tests of a
Russian coronavirus vaccine
developed antibodies with “no
serious adverse events”. But
experts said the trials were
too small to prove safety and

effectiveness.
Russia announced last

month that its vaccine, named
“Sputnik V” after the Soviet-era
satellite that was the first
launched into space in 1957,
had already received approval.

This raised concerns
among Western scientists over
a lack of safety data, with some
warning, that moving too
quickly on a vaccine could be
dangerous.

US President Donald
Trump, who will be seeking
reelection in November 3 polls,
has said a vaccine could be
ready for distribution before
the elections. The coronavirus
pandemic is likely to be a
major factor among voters
deciding whether President
Donald Trump wins a second
term.

From Page 1
One of the review pleas was

filed by ministers from West
Bengal (Moloy Ghatak),
Jharkhand (Rameshwar
Oraon), Rajasthan (Raghu
Sharma), Chhattisgarh
(Amarjeet Bhagat), Punjab (B
S Sidhu) and Maharashtra

(Uday Ravindra Sawant).
The apex court had on

August 17 dismissed a plea
which had sought postpone-
ment of JEE (Main) April 2020
and NEET-Undergraduate
examinations amid spurt in
number of COVID-19 cases. 

While refusing to interfere

with the conduct of medical
and engineering entrance
exams, the top court had said
that though there is pandemic
situation, “ultimately life has to
go and the career of the stu-
dents cannot be put on peril for
long and full academic year
cannot be wasted”.

In their review plea filed
through advocate Sunil
Fernandes, the ministers of six
States — ruled by parties like
Congress, TMC, JMM, NCP
and Shiv Sena — had claimed
that the top court order failed
to secure students’ “right to life”
and ignored “teething logistical
difficulties” to be faced in con-
ducting the exams during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The plea had said the apex
court order fails to satisfy the
safety and security concerns of
students who have to appear for
the exams.

From Page 1
Both eateries are located in

Sonipat’s Murthal and nearly 50
km away from Delhi.

Murthal is known for its
eateries which dot a stretch on
both sides of the Ambala-
Delhi national highway. People
are seen stopping by for the
famous “parathas” and other
delicacies. The DC said in the
wake of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, all the eateries had
already been directed to main-
tain a register to record the
number of visitors and their
contact details.

“On the basis of these, we
are trying to contact as many
as possible who have eaten food
at these two dhabas during the
past few days,” he said.

Sonipat’s Chief Medical
Officer Dr JS Punia said the
majority of those infected at the
Sukhdev dhaba were workers
who had recently come from
Bihar. “They all live in a colony
near the dhaba and we are trac-
ing and testing all of their

local contacts. Moreover, we
have also informed health
authorities in Bihar about this
and as the infected persons
could have come into contact
with many there as well,” the
CMO told PTI over phone.

Health authorities in
Sonipat district appealed to
those who may have eaten
food at these two popular
eateries during the past few
days to watch out for any
symptoms they may develop
and isolate themselves.

Asked how many people
would have eaten food at these
two eateries, health depart-
ment officials in the district
said these two eateries are
quite popular, but to give any
estimate would be difficult at
this stage.

The DC earlier told PTI
that the Sonipat district admin-
istration had been running a
special drive for the sampling
of workers at the eateries and
it was during this process that
these cases were detected.
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From Page 1
The investigations should

be in the context of the fact that
Rhea, Showik and Miranda
were among the closest to actor
Sushant Singh Rajput, who
allegedly committed suicide
by hanging himself to a ceiling
fan in his closed room of a
duplex flat at Mont Blanc build-
ing at Bandra’s Carter Road on
June 14.

During her interviews with
television channels, Rhea had
claimed that Sushant used to
smoke marijuana.

The investigations by the
NCB are focused on the pro-
curement of the contraband
and supply to the 34-year-old
Sushant.

Meanwhile, Abdel Basit
Parihar, an alleged drug ped-
dler, has been remanded in
NCB custody till September 9.
Parihar was made to join the

investigation based on Zaid
Vilatra’s interrogation. Both
Basit and Zaid are understood
to be involved in the alleged
drug peddling and supplying
contraband to high-profile peo-
ple.

On his part, Sushant’s
father Krishna Kishore Singh
has blamed the former’s live-in
partner Rhea Chakraborty
behind the death of the actor.

During the raids, digital
devices of Showik and Miranda
were checked. The WhatsApp
chats of Showik, Rhea and
Miranda, accessed by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
and passed onto the NCB, had
earlier revealed the drug angle
in the Sushant Singh Rajput
deadth case.   

During the last few days,
Goa-based hotelier Gaurav
Arya has been grilled by ED.
Chats between him and Rhea

too have revealed the drug
angle.

In a related development,
Sushant’s sister Shweta Singh
Kirti tweeted: “Good going
NCB... Thank You God.”

On Thursday, a Mumbai
court had remanded an alleged
contraband dealer Zaid Vaitra
(21), who has been arrested in
connection with the drugs traf-
ficking case linked to the case
of actor Sushant Singh Rajput’s
death, in the custody of the
Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) till September 9.

The NCB had said on
Wednesday it had arrested
Vilatra and one Basit Parihar in
connection with the Sushant
death-linked drug trafficking
case

“We have recovered Indian
currency worth Rs 9,55,750
and foreign currency (USD
2,081, 180 British Pounds, 15

dirhams), which the NCB
claimed are “proceeds of drug
peddling”, were recovered from
Vilatra,” a NCB official had
said.

Zaid runs an eatery at
Bandra in north-west Mumbai
which, he said, the NCB was
not giving any pecuniary gains
since lockdown.

The NCB official said Zaid
was allegedly into drug ped-
dling, especially bud, through
which he used to earn a sub-
stantial amount of money.

A resident of suburban
Bandra, Parihar is “learnt to
have linkages” with the nar-
cotics case registered against
Rajput’s girlfriend and actress
Rhea Chakraborty and others,
officials said.

The role of Rhea’s brother
Showik Chakraborty and his
purported links with people
nabbed by NCB are under the

scanner of the NCB.
Rhea, her parents Indrajit

and Sandhya Chakraborty, her
brother Showik, Sushaant’s ex-
manager Shruti Manager
Shruti Modi and others have
been named in an FIR lodged
by the actor’s father KK Singh
with Rajiv Nagar police station
in Patna. It was on the basis of
this  FIR that the Supreme
Court ordered the transfer of
the Sushant Singh Rajput death
case to the CBI on August 19.

Rhea, her parents, her
brother and others have been
booked as part of this FIR
under sections 341 (wrongful
restraint) 342 (wrongful con-
finement, 380 (theft), 406
(breach of trust),420 (cheating),
306 ( abetting suicide) and 120-
B ( conspiracy) of the Indian
Penal Code. The CBI, ED and
NCB are investigating the case
from different angles.

From Page 1
“We will continue to utilise

all existing mechanisms to
reduce tension and to ensure
that the status quo is not uni-
laterally changed,” he added.

On the morale of the
troops guarding the frontier in
the current surcharged atmos-
phere, Naravane said, “It was
very satisfying to see our sol-
diers and local commanders in
high morale and good health.
It gives me confidence that they
are well prepared to safeguard
the territorial integrity of our
nation. The army is known for
its commitment and resolve.
The nation can count on us.”
The Army Chief on the spot
assessment came in the back-
drop of the Chinese signifi-
cantly enhancing their troop
strength besides deploying
tanks and heavy guns.  These
deployments took place near
the southern bank of the
Pangong Tso where the Indian
Army foiled their bids to gain
the hilltops on August 29 and
30 and then again on August 31
even as the Brigadiers of the
two armies were holding talks

to defuse the current crisis.
Besides moving forward

infantry and tanks in the
Chushul sector, the Chinese
have also brought ahead their
long-range artillery guns.  They
are now positioned not more
than 15 km from the volatile
LAC and these guns have a
range of more than 20 km.

In a precautionary step, the
Indian forces have also started
increasing its strength in the
area with additional troops,
tanks, and guns.  Moreover, the
Indian Army now dominates
all the crucial heights in the
south of the Pangong and can
easily detect any movement of
the Chinese tanks and troops
on the other side of the LAC in
Moldo, sources said here.

Incidentally, IAF chief RKS
Bhadauria had visited critical
air bases on Thursday in east-
ern India.  This review came as
the armed forces all the along
the 4,000 km LAC stretching
from Ladakh in the west to
Arunachal Pradesh in the east
are on high alert.  

The IAF has deployed most
of its front line fighter jets on
the airbases closer to the LAC
and are maintaining round the
vigil.

From Page 1
Referring to the threats faced by the world,  Rajnath said,

“We need the institutional capacity to deal with both tradition-
al and non-traditional threats - above all, terrorism, drug-traf-
ficking and transnational crime. As you all are aware, India
unequivocally condemns terrorism in all forms and manifesta-
tions and condemns its proponents. India values the works of
SCO Regional Anti-Terrorism Structure (RATS).  We laud RATS’
recent work in the cyber domain to prevent the spread of radi-
calism and extremism. The adoption of anti-terror measures by
the SCO Council to counter extremist propaganda and de-rad-
icalisation is a significant decision.”  

He reaffirmed India’s commitment to the evolution of a glob-
al security architecture which will be open, transparent, inclu-
sive, rule-based and anchored in international laws. Rajnath is
on an official visit to Moscow from September 3-5 at the invi-
tation of Russia Defence Minister General Sergei Shoigu.
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The Covid-19 curve went up
further in Maharashtra on

Friday, as the daily infection
jumped to a staggering 19,218,
while 378 more people suc-
cumbed to the pandemic in
various parts of the state.

As the state surpassed the
previous high infections of
18,105 recorded on Thursday,
as many as 19,218 people test-
ed positive for the pandemic in
various parts of the state.

With fresh infections, the
total infected cases in the state
jumped from 8,43,844 to
8,63,062.

With 378 fresh deaths, the
total number of deaths in the
state went up from 25,586 to
25,964.

Of the deaths reported on
Friday, Pune topped the list
with 95 deaths, while there
were 40 deaths in Kolhapur, 35
in Mumbai, 26 in Nagpur, 24 in
Sangli, 22 in Thane, 21 in
Ahmednagar, 17 in Nashik, 12
each in Solapur, Satara and
Osmanabad.

Similarly, on the lower side,
there were 8 deaths in Jalgaon, 7
each in Palghar and Latur, 6 in
Beed, 5 in Aurangabad, 4 each in
Sindhudurg and Ratnagiri, 3
each in Raigad, Jalna and
Yavatmal, 2 each in Dhule and
Washim and one each in
Nandurbar, Hingoli, Parbhani,
Nanded, Akola and Buldhana.
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With metro services resum-
ing on September 7, the

Gurugram district adminis-
tration will appoint a nodal
officer who will be in touch
with Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) officials
in order to facilitate metro
operations in the city.

The DMRC had halted
Metro services during the
nationwide lockdown in view
of the coronavirus pandemic.

The DMRC has five metro
stations in Gurugram. These
are Huda City Centre, Iffco
Chowk, MG Road,
Sikenderpur and Guru
Dronacharya metro stations.

"For smooth operation of
the Delhi Metro we have decid-
ed to appoint a nodal officer
who will remain in touch with
Metro officials for smooth
metro functional in
Gurugram," said Amit Khatri,
deputy commissioner of
Gurugram.

The deputy commissioner
further stated that the DMRC
should formulate a plan to
divide the crowd at different
levels so that the passengers do
not gather at any one place.

An adequate number of
teams should be installed at the

Metro station for the thermal
scanning of passengers.

He further said steps would
also be taken so that autos and
rickshaws outside stations are
regulated in a proper manner
and the commuters do not
face any problem in last mile
connectivity.

Virender Yadav, civil sur-
geon, Gurugram, said that the
health department will provide
a list of all health centres that
are near the five metro stations
in the city. “If any passenger
shows flu-like symptoms, they
can be sent immediately to the
public health centre,” said
Yadav.

Necessary arrangements
have been made to ensure that
passengers do not gather at one
place at the Metro station.
Also, passengers should try
not to stand at the station for
much longer.

Speaking about DMRC
preparations, Rishabh Singh,
Assistant Manager of DMRC
said, "Passengers will be ther-
mal scanned at the time of
entry in the station premises.
Travelers who show signs of
coronavirus infection will be
referred to the nearest health
center or COVID-19 hospital".

Travelers will also be
encouraged to download the
Arogya Setu App on their

mobiles.
"There will be separate

gates of entry and exit at the
Metro station so that passen-
gers coming and going do not
have a conflict among them-
selves. A strip of one-meter dis-
tance for the passengers has
been designed at the station
premises and there will be
self-exile signage on the plat-
form so that the passengers
themselves will know what to
do," Singh said. 
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Amid the reports of steep
spike corona cases spikes,

the Delhi Government on
Friday claimed that the health
infrastructure in the city is
ready to tackle any situation as
close to 70 per cent of beds are
still vacant. However, increas-
ing patients from outside Delhi
is a cause of big concern for the
state government. Sources in
Delhi government said that 33
percent of the beds have been
occupied by people outside of
Delhi. Moreover, in private
hospitals 70 percent beds are
occupied by .outside patients.  

Delhi government’s
response came as the National
Capital recorded its highest –
single day increase in coron-
avirus cases in 67 days.

According to State (Delhi)
Heath Department, out of
14,000 beds in Delhi, around
4,500 are occupied of which
1,500 (33%) are occupied by
those outside Delhi.

A senior government offi-
cial said, “Around 4,500 beds
are occupied at present and out
of it, 1,500 are occupied by
those outside Delhi.  “Nearly
70percent of beds in Delhi are
still vacant. Only 3 of the 131
Covid hospitals (private and
government) are full. There's
no shortage of beds right now
but increasing number of
patients from outside Delhi is
worrying".

Sharing details about pri-
vate hospitals, the official said
that the ICU beds in few top
private hospitals are also occu-
pied.

Surprisingly, over 70 per-
cent of these patients in private
hospitals are from outside

Delhi. “Max Saket, Max
Patparganj, Indraprastha
Apollo, Fortis Vasant Kunj.
Over 70percent of these
patients are from outside
Delhi,” he added. Delhi gov-
ernment is fully prepared but
the where will the people of
Delhi go and  should citizens of
Delhi get assured beds in Delhi
hospital amid rush from out-
side,” official added.

It is important to mention
here August month data rav-
eled that the admission per-
centage of outside patients in
Delhi has been increased dras-
tically from 19.5 percent to 30.8
percent.

The Covid -19 hospital
data of corona patients admit-
ted in city hospitals further
illustrated that patients from
Uttar Pardesh,Bihar, Haryana,
Rajasthan are also admitted for
the treatment.

Instance - in Delhi’s BLK
hospital total 98 patients have
been admitted while 47 belong
to Delhi , 51 patients are from
outside.

In Apollo, out of total 158
patients, 111 patients who get
Corona treatment are from
outside while only 47 from
Delhi.

In Max, Saket out of total
175 patients, 95 are non-resi-
dents of Delhi while in
Patparganj branch - 73 patients
are from Delhi however 61 are
from outside. 
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The Delhi Government and
Delhi University  have

locked horns over funds to the
Government aided colleges.
Well placed sources in the
Government said that the edu-
cation department issues suf-
ficient Grant - In - Aid ( GIA
) funds to its colleges.

It is important to mention
here that Delhi University and
Arvind Kejriwal  government
have been locked in a tussle
over the formation of govern-
ing bodies in 28 colleges with
12 of them being fully funded
and 16 partially funded by the
city government.

Colleges often claim that
they been unable to pay salaries
to their staffs due to insufficient
grants released by the govern-
ment. Refuting claims of col-
leges,  sources in Delhi gov-
ernment shared the yearly
funding to few government
aided colleges.

Interestingly, at times when
staffers of these colleges com-
plain about less funds in their
accounts, the government’s
data reveals - Delhi govern-
ment’s grant - in - aid ( GIA) Rs
1.95 crore to Maharaja Agarsen
College, Rs 2.70 crore to
Acharya Narendradev College,
Rs 1.44 crore to IGIPES , 1.80
crore to Bhaskracharya College,
Rs 1.69 crore to Shaheed
Rajguru College and Rs 2.48
crore to B R Ambedkar
College.

Earlier, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia, who
also holds portfolio of
Education Minister, has said
that the inability of Delhi gov-
ernment funded DU colleges to
pay salaries to their staffers
despite a 70 percent budget
increase in five years indicates
corruption. There had been no
dearth of funds as the govern-
ment has been releasing funds
to these colleges, Sisodia added.
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The Delhi Government will
take steps to provide respite

to owners of commercial and
industrial units from fixed
power charges, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal said
in a meeting with the repre-
sentatives of the traders and
industrial associations on
Friday.

Various stakeholders and
representatives of traders’ and
industrial associations request-

ed the Chief Minister Kejriwal
to intervene as most of the
units have remained closed
due to Coronavirus lockdown.

The Chief Minister in the
last few days has met several
associations, clarifying that the
revenue situation of the Delhi
government has taken a hit
owing to the complete 
shutdown of businesses and the
economy due to Coronavirus.

Kejriwal said that while the
decision to impose a complete
lockdown then was essential,

Delhi has now decided to lift
the lockdown and it will take
time to cover the 
economic shortfall now that
businesses and industries have
resumed.

He assured the traders and
industrial associations in the
last few days and assured them
that adequate steps will be
taken to provide relief, vis-a-vis
the fixed power charges that the
commercial and industrial
units are obliged to pay despite
economic losses due to

Coronavirus.
Following the Unlock

guidelines of the Centre, the
Delhi government has allowed
several economic activities in
the national capital. 

At several stages, Kejriwal
has announced various mea-
sures to revive the economy of
Delhi. Recently, the ‘Delhi
Electricity Regulatory
Commission’ had announced
no power tariff hike for the 6th
year in a row in view of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
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The Delhi Government will
deploy civil defence volun-

teers and enforcement team of
transport department along
with metro staff to ensure
strict compliance of social dis-
tancing norms and for manag-
ing crowd at every station.

In order to inform and
educate passengers about the
safety protocols, Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC) and
Transport Department has
started Information, Education
and Communication (IEC)
campaigns through posters,
banners, hoarding etc. and also
through electronic, print and
social media.

All the civil defence vol-
unteers and enforcement per-
sonnel will work in coordina-
tion with local police and local
administration, the govern-
ment said in a statement,
adding that on the operational
front, increase in dwelling time
at stations and skipping of sta-
tions will also be done to pre-
vent crowding.

The guidelines of Central

Public Works Department
(CPWD) and Indian Society of
Heating, Refrigerating and Air
Conditioning Engineers
(ISHRAE) for operation of
Heating, Ventilation and Air
Conditioning (HVAC) systems
will be strictly adhered to.  

Transport Minister Kailash
Gahlot met with Delhi Metro
Rail Corporation (DMRC) and
transport department officials
to review the Standard
Operating Procedures (SOPs)
in place for reopening of metro
services in the Capital.

After the meeting, Gahlot
said “We had a fruitful discus-
sion on SOP for graded
reopening of metro services
with DMRC. We will ensure
that the services will be restored
only after putting in place all
necessary precautions to con-
tain the spread of Coronavirus.
I would also like to appeal to
Delhiites to travel only if
absolutely necessary and ensure
strict compliance to COVID
protocols at a personal level.”

The Metro operations in
Delhi will resume in a phased
manner, with staggered timings
from 7th September, but will be
fully operational by 12
September. 
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The Delhi Police has arrested
two men for allegedly mis-

behaving and threatening a cou-
ple on Outer Ring Road in the
National Capital. A video of the
incident went viral on social
media on September 2, where
two men can be seen drinking
alcohol in the car, misbehaving
and threatening a couple on
Outer Ring Road.

In the video, a person sitting
on the seat next to the driver can
be seen abusing and threatening
the victim. The victim was with
his wife at the time of the inci-
dent which took place on
Wednesday around 11 pm.

The car driver takes the
Hyundai Creta couple of meters
head and stops the vehicle. He
comes out of the car and
approaches the victim’s vehicle
and bangs on the window.

“Open liquor consumption
is a crime in Delhi. Have direct-
ed 'Excise Commisioner' to take
strict & exemplary action. Hope
Delhi police would also take
strict action. Let's establish that
'Car-o-bar' can result into 'behind
bars',” Manish Sisodia tweeted.  

According to a senior police
official, the area falls in the
jurisdiction of Paschim Vihar
East police station and following
the video which was circulating
on social media the complainant
Akshit Nanda was traced and
contacted.
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The Delhi Police has arrest-
ed a 34-year-old doctor

and his associate for allegedly
providing forged Covid-19 test
reports to people in the nation-
al Capital. Police said that the
doctor had given forged Covid-
19 test reports to more than 75
patients using names of sever-
al diagnostic centres in the
city.

The accused have been
identified as Dr Kush Bihari
Parashar, a resident of Malviya
Nagar, and his associate Amit
Singh.

According to Atul Kumar
Thakur, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP),
South district, a complaint was
received from a reputed testing
lab regarding forgery of

COVID-19 test reports, fol-
lowing which a case under rel-
evant sections of Indian Penal
Code (IPC) was registered at
Hauz Khas police station.

“On August 30, one person,
who runs a business of provid-
ing nursing staff to patients,
asked doctor Parashar for
COVID-19 test reports of his
two nursing staff before they
were engaged in the job,” said
the DCP.

“Parashar forged the
reports and sent them to the
businessman who, in turn, sent
it to his client on her mobile.
Spotting a mistake in the name
in the report, the client con-
tacted the diagnostic centre
and asked for a new report with
correction,” said the DCP.

“On verifying the details of
the patients, it came to notice

of the diagnostic centre that no
such patient exists in their
record. Later, a case was regis-
tered at Hauz Khas police sta-
tion. The accused were arrest-
ed on Thursday,” said the DCP.

“During interrogation, it
was revealed that Parashar used
to recommend patients for
COVID-19 tests and collect
the sample. With the help of co-
accused Singh, he used to make
forged test report of the
renowned diagnostic centre or
of the labs as desired by the
patients,” said the DCP.

“As the reports were pre-
pared in PDF format on a
computer and same were sent
to patients on WhatsApp, it was
difficult to differentiate between
the forged and the genuine
report. Parashar admitted that
he had given forged COVID-19

test reports to more than 75
patients using names of diag-
nostic centres such as CRL
Diagnostics Lab, Modern
Diagnostics and Research
Centre, Dr P Bhasin Pathlabs
(P) Ltd and Prognosis
Laboratories,” said the DCP.

“Parashar also told police
that he had been doing this
forgery for the past two-and-a-
half months and used to charge
Rs 2,400 per test. There was no
specific criterion for deciding
negative or positive. Just as per
the symptoms of the patient, the
reports were prepared. Sample
taken were destroyed,” the DCP
added.

“Further investigation is in
progress and efforts are being
made to trace the other persons
involved in the nexus,” the
DCP said. 
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South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) Mayor

Anamika said the civic body has
decided to upgrade the online
education with the support of
Doordarshan Channel.

The education department
of SDMC is encouraging the
parents to watch  Swayam
Prabha Channel and download
its app for better e-learning of
the students, she said, adding
that the corporation's teachers
are in constant touch with the
parents and students and will
send the time table and sched-
ule of these programmes.

These educational pro-
gramme of this channel aims to

provide tutorials, clear con-
cepts and impart knowledge to
students and thematic picto-
graphic video learning pro-
grammes for junior section
classes

Anamika said that those
students who do not have facil-
ities like smartphones, tablets or
laptops will be benefited by this
channel at large. “Through the
Swayam Prabha channel, stu-
dents can study regularly at their
home during this lockdown
period and can get benefitted of
the one hour long subject-wise
classes specially designed with
the help of teachers aided by the
United Nations Children's
Fund,” she said.

The special educational lec-

tures designed for students from
class 1 to 5 with special slots
allotted for each class through
video and thematic lectures, she
added.

Mayor said that in order to
ensure continuance of study of
the students during this crisis,
the corporation is ready to
assist the parents in every pos-
sible way.

She directed all the con-
cerned teachers to keep in touch
with their students over the
phone and keep them motivat-
ed for online education. Apart
from this, SDMC is providing all
necessary books, note copies
and other stationary items to the
students for e –learning, she
said. 
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Amid reports from different
parts of the country that

many of those released from
jails due to the coronavirus
pandemic were indulging in
crimes, the Centre on Friday
told the States to review its
parole, furlough and premature
release norms so that those
involved in terrorism and other
heinous crimes are not allowed
to go out of jails. 

The Ministry of Hone
Affairs (MHA) said the release

of prisoners on parole and fur-
lough is not an absolute right
and should be only on the 
basis of well-defined norms of
eligibility.

The MHA’s communica-
tion also comes against the
backdrop of a recent incident
in Punjab where a girl bravely
fought against two armed
snatchers, who were also
released from a prison recent-
ly, was widely circulated on the
social media.

The MHA said the parole
and furlough may not be grant-

ed as a matter of routine and
may be decided by a commit-
tee of officers and behaviour-
al experts keeping in view all
relevant factors, especially for
inmates sentenced for sexual
offences, serious crimes such as
murder, child abduction and
violence, said MHA. 

Referring to the Model
Prison Manual, 2016, the
Home Ministry said prisoners
whose immediate presence in
the society may be considered
dangerous or otherwise preju-
dicial to public peace and order

by the District Magistrate and
the Superintendent of Police
should not be considered for
release.

Prisoners who are consid-
ered dangerous or have been
involved in serious prison vio-
lence like assault, outbreak of
riot, mutiny or escape, or who
have been found to be insti-
gating serious violation of
prison discipline as per his or
her annual good conduct
report should not be eligible 
for release. 

Prisoners convicted for

heinous offences such as
dacoity, terrorist crimes, kid-
napping for ransom, smug-
gling of commercial quantity of
narcotic and psychotropic sub-
stances and such prisoners
who in the opinion of the
District Magistrate and the
District Superintendent of
Police may not report back to
the prison after completion of
the furlough period and should
not be released. 

The Union Home Ministry
said concerns have been
expressed regarding recidi-

vism, as in some cases prison
inmates on temporary release
from prison either on 
parole or furlough or on pre-
mature release before comple-
tion of their sentence, have re-
offended or indulged in crim-
inal activities. 

This underlines the need to
carefully regulate the grant of
parole, furlough, remission and
premature release to prisoners,
it said.

It is, therefore, important
for state authorities to review
their guidelines to ensure that

the facility and concession
given to inmates, by way of
parole, furlough and premature
release, etc., with the intention
of providing them relief and
rehabilitation, is not abused
and misused by them and their
advantage does not turn into
disadvantage and nuisance for
the society at large. 

The Home Ministry also
drew the attention of 
the States and UTs to some
extracts of the United Nations
Standard Minimum Rules for
the Treatment of Prisoners,

known as ‘The Nelson 
Mandela Rules’.

In view of the above, the
home ministry said, it is
requested to review 
the existing practices and pro-
cedures governing grant of
parole, furlough and premature
release to inmates, especially in
light of Model Prison Manual,
2016 and guidelines issued by
the Ministry of Home Affairs,
NHRC (National Human
Rights Commission) and 
the Apex Court etc from time
to time.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday had a word

of caution for young IPS pro-
bationers: Don’t fall for creat-
ing a filmy Singham-like image
for yourself, rather respect
your job and show the human
face inside your khaki uniform.

Interacting virtually with
the 2018 batch IPS probation-
ers during the “Dikshant Parade
Event” at the Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel National Police Academy
in Hyderabad, the Prime
Minister said, “Some policemen
who join new duty want to first
show-off ...Scare people... And
anti-social elements should
shiver from hearing my name
itself.... After watching films like

‘Singham’, it gets over their
mind and because of it those
works which need to be done
get missed out.”

He counselled them not to
be influenced by films that por-
tray supercops, saying some
police personnel want to first
show-off but miss out on main
aspects of policing.

“Yours is a profession where
the factor of encountering
something unexpected is very
high and all of you must be alert
and prepared for this. There is
a higher degree of stress and
which is why it is important to
keep speaking with your near
and dear ones. From time to
time, maybe on a day off, meet
someone like a teacher or some-
one whose advice you value,”

PM Modi said detailing the
ideal work culture and need of
good policing. 

He told the women officers
to engage with mothers of
children in Jammu & Kashmir
to prevent the youngsters from
taking the “wrong path”.
Responding to a woman pro-
bationer, Modi heaped praise
on the people of Kashmir, say-
ing they are ‘lovely’ people
and having special ability to
learn new things.

“All of us together, we have
to work towards stopping the
children from taking a wrong
direction. And this can be done
by our women police officers
efficiently. Our women force
can effectively work in educat-
ing the mothers and bringing

back those children. I am con-
fident if you do that, in the ini-
tial stage itself we can prevent
our children from getting into
the wrong path,” Modi said. 

As many as 131 proba-
tioners, including 28 women, of
the IPS 2018 batch successful-
ly completed their training in
the academy. Kiran Shruti DV,
the best all-round probationer
of the batch, led the parade.
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, MoS G Kishen Reddy and
Home Secretary, Ajay Bhalla
also attended the conference.  

Shah encouraged the
young IPS probationers to be
proud of being part of a service
that is continuously working to
ensure safety and security of
the people.
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India on Friday crossed a positive
milestone as its total Covid-19

recoveries crossed the 30-lakh mark.
With it, the country’s recovery rate has
now gone past 77 per cent, which the
Union Health Ministry showcased as
a positive sign even as it asserted that
India’s fatality rate was lower than the
global average and only a minuscule
percentage of patients were on venti-
lator support.

One of the goals of the ‘Test-
Track-Treat’ strategy of the Centre is
to reduce Covid mortality and keep the
case fatality rate low, the ministry said
in a statement.

There has been sharp attention on
sustaining high levels of recoveries and
to strengthen the clinical treatment
protocols to provide a uniform stan-
dardised level of medical care to save
lives, it said.

“Not only is India’s case fatality rate
lower than the global average and pro-
gressively declining (current figure is
1.74 per cent), but a very small pro-
portion of active cases, amounting to
less than 0.5 per cent, are on ventila-
tor support,” the ministry said.

Data also shows that two per cent
cases are in ICUs and less than 3.5 per
cent of the active cases occupy oxygen

supported beds, it said.
As a result of these measures,

India’s total Covid-19 recoveries
crossed 30 lakh (30,37,151) on Friday.

With the recovery of 66,659
patients in the last 24 hours, India has
continued its trajectory of posting more
than 60,000 recoveries for the eighth
consecutive day, the ministry said.

The recovery rate amongst Covid-
19 patients is 77.15 per cent demon-
strating that the number of patients
recovering is steadily rising over the
past several months, it said.

The higher number of recoveries
has also led to a steady enhancement
in the difference between the recov-
ered and active cases, and this differ-
ence has crossed 22 lakh, as on date.

This ensured that the actual case-
load of the country (8,31,124 which are
under active medical care), 
has reduced and currently comprises
only 21.11 per cent of the total posi-
tive cases.

The total number of Covid-19
cases mounted to 39,36,747, while the
death toll due to the disease climbed
to 68,472 with 1,096 people suc-
cumbing to it in a day, the Ministry’s
data updated at 8 am showed. 
India is set to replace Brazil as the sec-
ond worst-Covid-19-hit nation after
the USA.
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Amid the nationwide lock-
down due to the coron-

avirus pandemic and 
flood situation in many States,
India has reported an all-time
record acreage of Kharif
(summer sown). 

As on Friday, the total
Kharif crops sowing was report-
ed at 1,095.38 lakh hectares
against 1,030.32 lakh hectares
during the corresponding peri-
od last year - an increase by over
6.32 per cent. This is despite the
fact 5-6 lakh hectare crops have
been reportedly damaged due to
floods in 11 States. The previ-
ous record was achieved in
2016 when farmers had sown

Kharif crops in a total area of
1,075.71 lakh hectare.

According to Union
Agriculture Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar, there was no
impact of Covid-19 on progress
of area coverage under kharif
crops as on date. This is expect-
ed to increase further as the
sowing of paddy and other
crops are still going on. The final
sowing figures for the current
kharif season will be closed on
October 2. Kharif sowing begins
with the onset of southwest
monsoon from June and har-
vesting from October onwards.

As per the Government
data, agriculture growth in the
first quarter of 2019-20 was 3.4
per cent at constant prices.

However, the growth, driven
largely by a bumper rabi har-
vest and facilitated by relax-
ation in lockdown, may not
have resulted in a big rise in
income for a section of farm-
ers. India’s rabi production in
the 2019-20 crop year (July to
June) is estimated to be around
149.60 million tonnes, 4.10
per cent more than the previ-
ous year.

As per the data, total area
sown to rice has increased by
8.27 per cent to 396.18 lakh
hectare so far in the current
kharif season from 365.92 lakh
hectare in the year-ago.

There has been a substan-
tial increase in planting of
paddy in many States that

received bountiful rains so far
like Telangana, Madhya
Pradesh, Bihar and Jharkhand.
Among the other States that
have planted paddy in more
area are West Bengal, Odisha
and Karnataka compared to
same period last year.
Surprisingly, the paddy area in
Punjab has come down by
1.78 lakh hectares from the last
kharif season. 

Area under pulses has
increased by 4.67 per cent to
136.79 lakh hectare as against
130.68 lakh hectare, while that
of area sown to coarse cereals
increased by 1.77 per cent to
179.36 lakh hectare area as
against 176.25 lakh hectare in
the year-ago.

New Delhi: The CBI on Friday
arrested a branch manager of
Bank of Baroda and a private
person in a bribery case and
recovered �10 lakh cash during
searches in Maharashtra.
Agency arrested Branch
Manager, Bank of Baroda, Parola
Branch, Jalgaon (Maharashtra),
Kiran Thakre and Narendra
Patil in the graft case.

The CBI registered a case on
a complaint against the said
Branch Manager before con-
ducting searches at his premis-
es and subsequently arresting
him. “It was alleged that the
Branch Manager had demand-
ed a bribe of �56,000 (8 per cent
of the loan amount sanctioned)
from the complainant for sanc-
tion and disbursement of
Agriculture Loan of �7.10 lakh
to the complainant,” the CBI said
in a statement. PNS
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The Congress on Friday hit out at the BJP-led
NDA Government over issues of unemploy-

ment and poverty. It alleged that its intent behind
providing jobs to youth was not sincere and that
in spite of “collecting crores from the sale of forms
for recruitment”, especially in SSC and Railways,
the Government was yet to hold some exams and
in a few cases, declare results even after months.

While former Congress president Rahul
Gandhi attacked the Government over unem-
ployment rate that has gone up in August as rural
jobs dipped, Congress general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra slammed the Government over the
alleged rise in unemployment and privatisation.

In a tweet in Hindi, Rahul appealed to the
Narendra Modi Government for “employment,
reinstatement, results of exams”.”Provide solutions
to the problems being faced by the youth of the
country,” he wrote.

Raising the issue of Staff Selection Commission
Combined Graduate Level Exams allegedly being
in a state of limbo, Priyanka said, “2017-No
appointments till now under SSC CGL. 2018-Even
results are not out of the CGL exam. 2019-CGL
exam was not held. 2020 SSC CGL-No vacancies
taken out. If vacancies come out, then no exams.
If exams take place, then no results. If results come
out, then no recruitment.”
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Osho was drugged and later
killed by the corrupt

coterie to grab Bhagwan’s prop-
erty worth thousands of crore
of rupees, said Maa Anand
Shiela, the then Secretary to
Osho in India and USA
presently living in
Switzerland.   

Maa Anand Shiela revealed
this and other shocking facts
while she interacted with
Swami Anand Arun, the
Coordinator of Osho Tapoban
near Kathmandu in Nepal in
Zoom television.  

In a two-hour talk with
Swami Anand Arun, she fur-
ther told that this all hap-
pened when she was jailed in
a fake case for 39 month in 
US.

This coterie, in a nefarious
design, shunted out about 1000
devotees of Osho 
from his Pune Ashram after his
death to enable them to create
a smooth channel to legalize
their illegal work by altering
trust and key management
positions.  

Revealing further, she told
that though Bhagwan left his
body in 1990, but I scripted a
book ‘Don’t Kill Him’. 
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Mother tongue should
be the medium of

instruction in schools and
colleges, felt a seminar on
National Education Policy
held by the Bharatiya Siksha
Mandal late Thursday
evening and which was
attended by educationists
from Kerala, Karnataka,
Maharashtra and
Puducherry.

“Whether it is engineer-
ing, technology, medicine,
basic sciences or modern
management, students
should have the right and
freedom to learn the same in
their own mother tongue.
But it should be the original
writing and not the word by
word translation which we
see right now,” said Mukul
Kanitkar, national secretary,
BSM, who delivered the
keynote address.

Kanitkar said that the
Government or the agency
which deals with the publi-
cation of text books should
find out professional authors
from all languages to write
the text books.
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Nine women were charred
to death in a fire that

broke out in a cracker unit at
Kattumannarkoil in Cuddalore
district, 180 km south of
Chennai.

Five women died on the
spot while four succumbed to
the burns while on the way to
hospital. Cuddalore district is
already under the attack of
Covid-19, which has claimed
130 lives till date.

The firecracker unit was
owned by Gandhimathi, who
too died in the fire. People who
were at the spot during the
accident said that the fire broke

out when the women were
powdering the explosive mate-
rial used to manufacture the
crackers.

This is the second fire acci-
dent happening in the district
in three years. A similar acci-
dent had claimed four lives in
2017 in Cuddalore.

Chief Minister Edappadi
Palaniswami announced a
solatium of Rs 2 lakh each to
the families of the deceased.
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Jammu: The management of
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine said
on Friday that it has arranged
home delivery of 'Prasad' to
devotees throughout the coun-
try.

Ramesh Kumar Jangid,
chief executive officer (CEO) of
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine,
said on his Twitter handle,
“Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board has introduced
the home delivery of Prasad to
the devotees in India.” For fur-

ther details and placing orders,
please visit our website
maavaishnodevi.org. You can
also get your queries redressed
through 0-9906019475 from
8AM to 8PM JMD”.

The shrine is situated in the
Trikuta Hills of Reasi district in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Before the ongoing pan-
demic, over 2.60 crore devotees
from different parts of the
country would visit the shrine
each year. IANS
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35-year-old Kale Khan of
Bhujpura Aligarh who was

working in an electroplating
plant of an exporters hardware
unit is suffering from serious
asthma disease. He holds haz-
ardous trichloroethylene (TCE)
and chemicals being used in
factory responsible for his ill-
ness.

Chandar Prakash Varshney,
76-year-old from Mitra Nagar,
who has died earlier in mid july
was suffering from breathless-
ness. He had suffered from
this disease due to inhaling the
polluted air existed in his neigh-
bourhood where several hard-
ware units were functioning.

Salim, a 26-year-old boy of
Jeewangarh who has been
working in a hardware unit of
Industrial state area, is suffer-
ing from kidney disease. He is
another victim of trichloroeth-
ylene.

DV Singh, a retired army
officer  who died  suffering
from Central neuro depres-

sion  also blamed
Trichloroethylene for this ali-
ment before his demise because
he was leaving near Shakti
Nagar Industrial Area.

Kale Khan , Chandra
Prakash, Salim and DV Singh
are not the only victims of
Trichloroethylene but there are
many more in Aligarh whose
lives are at stake on account of
inhaling polluted air existed
from the hazardous
Trichloroethylene chemicals
used in lock and hardware
units of Aligarh. 

Sources said that more than
4000 units of lock and hard ware
are working in Aligarh , moste-
ly  lock and hardware manufac-
turing units of Aligarh used haz-
ardous chemicals. 

Trichloroethylene  has
already been banned in most of
the western countries. Dr. Anil
Kumar, scientist, told that
Trichloroethylene is a non flam-
mable, colourless liquid. It is
mainly used for removing grease
from metal parts before brass
products go for final polishing. 
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The corona rate in the district
is four percent. Based on

the investigation conducted so
far and the number of people
found infected with them, CDO
/ Health Department Nodal
Officer Anunay Jha presented
this figure in front of DM in a
review meeting of Corona.

He said that 4,745 people
have been found infected in
100158 samples so far in the
district. That is, every 21st
sample is positive. At the same
time, he said that Deen Dayal's
lab is at number one in the
RTPCR test in terms of func-
tioning.
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Come October, Tamil Nadu
politics which is in a slum-

ber because of Covid-19 will
get energised and action
packed as VK Sasikala, the
close aide of late J Jayalalithaa
is expected to be released from
prison, according to her lawyer
Raja Senthoor Pandian.

Sasikala and two of her
close relations are serving a
four-year sentence in

Parappana Agrahara Central
Prison in the Disproportionate
Asset Case in which they were
sentenced by a special court in
Bangalore and that was upheld
by the Supreme Court.

She surrendered before the
prison authorities in February
2017, literally straight from
the Centenary Auditorium of
Madras University  where she
was expected to be sworn in as
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu
when the Supreme Court ver-
dict shattered her dreams.
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Aday after Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan said that

the situation was very grave in
the State and chances of a steep
hike in the number of Covid-19
cases were strong, Kerala diag-
nosed 2,479 new persons afflict-
ed with the pandemic. The
Department of Health also con-
firmed the death of 11 persons
due to Covid-19.

Adding to the worries of the
people in the State and health
authorities, 2,255 out of the
2,479 persons contracted the
pandemic through social trans-
mission and 149 expressed their
helplessness to pinpoint the
source from where they got
afflicted. Thiruvananthapuram
topped the table of patients
with 477 cases, Ernakulam came
second with 274 while Kollam
diagnosed 248 cases. Out of the
14 districts in the State eleven
had more than hundred patients
each.
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Except for high number of
new patients in Chennai

(992), Coimbatore (595),
Cuddalore (499), Chengalpet
(370) , Thiruvallur (260), Salem
(239) and Thiruvannamalai
(216), the Covid-19 situation in
Tamil Nadu remained static to
a certain extent on Friday.

According to a release
issued by the State Health
Department, Tamil Nadu  test-
ed 5,976 new cases of Covid-19
cases while 79 persons suc-
cumbed to the pandemic across
the State. There are 51,633
across patients across the State
as on Friday. The day also saw
6, 334 persons returning home
fully cured and ready for action
when the State lifts the shut
down on Monday.
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With the Assembly elections
less than a year away, the

Bengal BJP on Friday gave a call
for change in the State alleging
the Mamata Banerjee
Government had instead of
delivering on its promises per-
petrated a goonda-syndicate and
scam-hit raj.

Mounting a no-holds-barred
attack on the ruling Trinamool
Congress BJP State president
Dilip Ghosh called upon the
people to, “bring about a change
in Bengal for the sake of restor-
ing democracy which has been
hijacked by the TMC’s goonda
and syndicate brigade in 
Bengal.”

The saffron party on Friday
organised a “save democracy
day” in Bengal holding dharnas
at various parts of the State
including a mega meeting in
Kolkata.

Alleging that no work in the

State could be done without
greasing the palms of the politi-
cians in power the Ghosh said
referring to the alleged mass cor-
ruption in providing relief to the
victims of Amphan super
cyclone. “Even the poorest of the
poor were not spared when it
came to distribution of relief to
the victims of Amphan …
money was sanctioned in the
name local TMC leaders who
gobbled up the funds in the
name of providing relief and
when the BJP workers objected
they were victimized by various
means.”

Alleging that the saffron
workers were at the receiving
end of the police-TMC clique he
said “our workers are either
framed in false cases or mur-
dered … often they are found
hanging from trees or any other
places … Purulia is a glaring
example. Even an MLA was
murdered in this manner and
the police simply did nothing.”
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Jammu: Three terrorists were
gunned down by the joint
teams of security forces after
safely rescuing around one
dozen civilians held hostage by
them in Yadipora area of Pattan
in Baramulla district on Friday.  

One Army major and two
police personnel received
injuries during the daring res-
cue operation after the hiding
terrorists fired indiscriminate-
ly upon the rescue party. The
injured were evacuated to the
hospital for treatment. Till the
time of filing the report, their
condition was stated to be sta-
ble.

According to a police
spokesman in Srinagar, “a joint
cordon and search operation
was launched by Jammu &
Kashmir police, 29RR, 176 BN
of CRPF and 02 BN of SSB in
the Yadipora village of Pattan
in  Baramulla district early
Friday morning after receiving

inputs about the presence of
terrorists in the area”.

“During the cordon and
search operation as the pres-
ence of hiding terrorists got
ascertained, they were given
the opportunity to surrender.
However, they refused to
surrender and instead held
two families consisting of 12
members including children
as hostage”, the police
spokesman said. PNS
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Jammu: The newly appointed
Director General of Border
Security Force (BSF) Rakesh
Asthana  on Friday took stock
of the prevailing security situ-
ation along the International
border across Jammu 
frontier.

DG BSF arrived here on a
three day long visit and also vis-
ited several border outposts  of
Akhnoor sector where he
boosted the morale of the BSF
jawans and interacted with
them.

DG BSF was accompanied
by the senior officers S S

Panwar, Addl DG (WC), N S
Jamwal, IG BSF Jammu
Frontier .

“During the high level
meeting chaired by DG BSF,
the overall deployment of BSF
jawans and also the domination
plan was reviewed”, stated a
BSF spokesman in a written
statement.

DG  BSF also visited the
critical areas of Chicken Neck
stretch of Akhnoor Sector and
held discussion with
sector/unit commanders on
the ground and reviewed the
security situation. PNS
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The Director General of the Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) awarded Gallantry DG Commendation Rolls and

Discs to brave paramilitary men on the spot in Eastern Ladakh
for their gallant action in May and June against the border skir-
mishes and face offs against the Chinese PLA.

ITBP Chief SS Deswal visited the Border Out Posts (BOPs)
in Eastern Ladakh from August 23 to 28 and accorded the
medals to the personnel deployed in forward locations. In his
first visit to Ladakh-based units, Deswal met the brave jawans
deployed in the border areas and awarded the medals to a total
of 291 jawans and officers including three Deputy Inspectors
General in his weeklong visit to respective locations, ITBP
spokesperson Vivek Pandey said in a statement.The efforts of
the field commanders and the jawans were highly appreciat-
ed by the DG, ITBP. In the Sainik Sammelans held during the
award presentation ceremony, Deswal praised the jawans for
their courage under challenges and adverse conditions,
Pandey said.

The ITBP had announced the award for these jawans on
the eve of Independence Day, 2020.During the visit, the DG
also met the personnel deployed to safeguard the borders.

The DG, arguably the most physically fit chief of a para-
military, reached out to most of the high altitude BOPs via land
route and at some places by crossing heights of 17,500 ft, Pandey
said.

The DG’s visit was primarily by road involving 10-12 hours
of travel every day for six days. 

7 +3�������������������
���������������6#�����

 �	��4��� ����
>
*@<����������
�����
�@*�������

=�����������
���+���	��

-,��5�'���
��������	��2�	
����	����	�



One does not quite know
what the shape of the
world will be after the
COVID-19 pandemic is

over. The several informed specu-
lations at hand — including the one
that it would eventually be like it was
— may or may not come true. The
only thing that is reasonably certain
is that the virus COVID-19 emerged
in bats, infected another animal and,
through it, humans. By all accounts,
the infection among humans began
to spread from a market selling live
animals in Wuhan, China. It is also
widely known that viruses breed
and spread in the unbelievably
over-crowded and insanitary con-
ditions in which animals are kept
there, with some of them —
COVID-19, for example — trans-
muting themselves and becoming
capable of infecting humans.

Two things are important to
note. First, COVID-19 is not the
only virus originating in animals
and affecting humans. Other dead-
ly diseases include Ebola, which
belongs to the category of filovirus-
es or thread viruses and includes
three sub-types of Ebola viruses and
one known as Marburg. Named
after Ebola River, which meanders
through northern Zaire in Africa,
it first emerged in 1976 in 55 villages
near the banks. Fruit bats are
believed to be its natural carriers.
The virus, which spreads through
human to human contact, is a
killer; the death rate so far has been
88 per cent of those infected. As the
disease progresses, persistent fever
is followed by a strange combination
of haemorrhaging and blood clot-
ting all over the body, especially in
the spleen, liver and brain, in what
is known as disseminated intravas-
cular coagulation. Death comes
from haemorrhaging and shock.

Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS), Middle-East
Respiratory Syndrome (MERS),
and West Nile Virus have also
originated in animals. SARS coro-
navirus emerged in China’s
Guangdong province in 2002. First
identified in 2003, it most probably
originated in bats and then spread
to other animals like civet cats before
infecting humans. There were 8,000
cases of the disease in the 2003 epi-
demic, which affected 26 countries.
Transmitted from person to person,
its symptoms are similar to those of
influenza — fever, muscle pain,
headache, diarrhoea and shivering.
Subsequently, there can also be
coughing and shortness of breath.

Dromedary or Asian or
Arabian camels are a major
repository of MERS Coronavirus
or MERS-Cov which spreads
through human-to-human
transmission. Fever, cough,
shortness of breath are among its
symptoms, as is diarrhoea.
Patients often develop pneumo-
nia. Birds, particularly crows, are
the natural hosts of West Nile
Virus which causes neurological
diseases that can be fatal. It is
commonly found in Africa,
Middle East, North America,
Europe and West Asia and
spreads though infected mosqui-
toes biting humans.

Eighty per cent of the peo-
ple infected by the West Nile
Virus do not show any symp-
toms. About one-fifth of the
infected develop fever and
headache, body ache, vomiting,
diarrhoea and or rash. Less than
one per cent of those infected
develop illnesses like encephali-
tis or meningitis involving
inflammation of the brain. Apart
from the symptoms described
above, those seriously ill suffer
from stiff neck, tremors, vision
loss, numbness and paralysis.

Rabies, originating among
other species, in dogs and mon-
keys, and entirely preventable
through vaccination, is perhaps
the most talked about of the
number of zoonotic diseases
affecting humans. The question
is, how do these  come to infect
people? While transmission
modes may differ, the basic cir-
cumstance is proximity to ani-

mals who are “hosts” to the virus-
es concerned. The nature of this
proximity is influenced by the
way that most humans regard
animals, which is that they can
be treated any way people like —
they can be killed for fun as in the
criminal activity that goes by the
name of hunting, for food, sav-
agely hurt in the name of fun —
bull fights in Spain, Jallikattu in
parts of South India, or cock-
fights and dogfights in many
parts of the world. They are made
to pull or carry heavy loads that
make them stagger and under-
go horrendous suffering in the
name of medical experimenta-
tion benefiting humans.

Of course, animals are not
the only living beings that
humans treat horribly. We treat
the whole of nature, of which ani-
mals are a part, in the most cruel
and exploitative manner. The
worst victims are plants which
are feeling, communicating,
mutually caring and benevolent
living beings that need to be
treated with respect, and forests,
which provide a wide range of
environmental benefits, includ-
ing attracting rainfall and pre-
venting soil erosion. They are,
however, casually felled in India
to make way for industrial enter-
prises and coalfields when coal,
a highly polluting source of
energy, is increasingly in disuse
everywhere.

Underlying such conduct is
not only callousness but sadism,
to which animals can be subject-
ed without attracting the kind of

condemnation and punishment
that similar action towards
humans do. True, humans treat
other humans too in pretty awful
ways. Otherwise, there would not
be crimes like slavery and incar-
ceration in concentration camps
but murder and genocide.
Nevertheless, as often as not, per-
petrators of such crimes against
humans are punished. Mussolini
was shot while on the run; Hitler
had to commit suicide. Several
German perpetrators of war
crimes and crimes against
humanity during World War II
were brought to justice at the
Nuremburg trials. More recent-
ly, most perpetrators of war
crimes during Bangladesh’s
Liberation War in 1971 have
been sentenced, a few to death.

No murderer of a tree or the
perpetrator of the genocide of a
forest has been given similar
punishment. This is because
trees, forests and the rest of
nature, including other non-
human living beings, are gener-
ally held to be existing for human
convenience alone and, hence,
have been put outside the uni-
verse of morality that people have
created for themselves. Thus,
while the punishment for killing
a human can be death, that of
killing an animal is a fine and a
laughably short stint in jail.

The attitude towards nature
described above has been com-
pounded by the adversarial view
of it that emerged during the long
struggle for human survival and
progress, which included the

establishment of  human settle-
ments and farms for food, the
domestication of animals, use of
the latter in wars, controlling of
rivers for irrigation and flood-
prevention. The result of all this
has doubtless been the enormous
material progress witnessed from
the emergence of the initial trib-
al communities to the establish-
ment of the complex modern
civilisations of the information
age. This in turn has led to the
identification of progress with
mastery over nature. The latter
was not the matrix to live in har-
mony with but to be destroyed
and subordinated at will.

What was forgotten in the
process was that humankind
emerged from the cradle of
nature, which included all non-
human living beings as well, and
has existed in the supportive
environment provided by it.
Destruction — even severe dam-
age to the latter — could threat-
en its very existence. The devas-
tating effects of climate change,
including extinction of species,
and the cyclones and tidal waves
that are increasingly playing
havoc, are widely known. Now
the abominable conditions exist-
ing in Wuhan’s live animal mar-
ket have unleashed the COVID-
19 virus on humans. This is
unlikely to be the last zoonotic or
natural calamity visiting our
world. There will be others, and
perhaps even more catastroph-
ic, if we do not mend our ways.

(The author is Consulting edi-
tor, The Pioneer)
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Sir — This is in reference to the
article, ‘How to grow green shoots’,
published on September 4. It is
the huge stockpile of 73.85 MT
of reserve grains that is feeding
this nation during the pandem-
ic. However, it need not have
taken a contagion for this nation
to realise that we are but  an
agrarian economy and owe much
to the rural sector. In fact, it was
the  agro sector that  demonstrat-
ed  the strength and resilience to
grow during the pandemic while
the urban economy just folded
up.

Economists feel their only
obligation is to suggest ways to
create jobs. Since jobs are in the
urban centres, they only focus on
the urban economy. This result-
ed in the informal sector and the
rural economy being largely for-
gotten. It is a pity that we refuse
to make any effort to organise the
“informal sector”, only to then
neglect it as an “unorganised sec-
tor.” It is high time that the thrust
on the economy reverts to rural
epicentres.

It is sad that so much of
human creativity in rural areas
should be going to waste. The
youth here are all not just labour-
ers but do create wide-ranging

products and services. The right
framework, institutions and poli-
cies will  transform rural
economies. With the tools of
Information Technology,  good

political leadership,  quality edu-
cational institutions and health-
care facilities, a new class of rural
micro entrepreneurs will emerge.
As that happens, merely creating

unprocessed agricultural inputs
and sending daily wage labour-
ers to the cities would be a thing
of the past. The rural economy
must have its place in the sun in

a New India that we want.
R Narayanan
Navi Mumbai
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Sir —It is a matter of grave con-
cern that the NDA Government
has nixed the Question Hour in
the forthcoming Monsoon
Session of the Parliament. This
decision will set a wrong trend
even for the State Legislative
Assemblies. Question Hour is
devoted to questions that MPs
raise about any aspect of admin-
istrative activity. The concerned
Minister is obliged to answer to
the Parliament, either orally or in
writing, depending on the type
of question raised. This move
amounts to gagging democracy
and refraining from answering to
the Government’s failures on
many  aspects, like the gasping
economy, management of the
pandemic and the fiasco with
China in Ladakh. Hope that the
NDA Government will reconsid-
er this issue and allow Question
Hour to continue in order to sus-
tain democratic values.

Amit Singh Kushwaha
Satna
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Teachers are the fulcrum around which any
progressive and vibrant society moves.
Look at countries and compare their rate

of growth and the scale of teachers’ status in the
society; it will be apparent that both go up and
down together. India had a great guru-shishya
parampara and teachers were highly revered by
the students and civil society. Respect for teach-
ers was not ornamental but real in those days.
The educators were revered in the true sense as
even the king would not take decisions without
the consent of the Raj Guru.

Even though the Raj Guru is often depicted
as a poor person in popular culture, the king
would invariably receive the guru by standing up
from his seat. The teacher in turn would often
visit the king’s court in moments of crisis to coun-
sel the ruler. Sadly, those days are long gone.

We need to understand today as to why the
judgement of teachers was final in the days of
yore. To be precise, the objective of the king (or
in today’s parlance the politician) is to remain
in power. Similarly, the aim of the common peo-
ple is to be rich or famous or powerful. However,
the objective of a teacher is nothing but to see
his/her students grow and achieve what they
aspire to. This is the only profession where the
individual works not for oneself but for other
people’s growth and success and derives pleasure
in the attainments and achievements of the stu-
dents whom s/he teaches. However, to expect
such dedication we, too, must have complete trust
in teachers and grant autonomy in pedagogic
activities; as individuals and as a system.

In India, we celebrate Teachers’ Day on the
birth anniversary of Dr Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, a scholar of philosophy and a
great teacher loved by all who had the good for-
tune to be taught by him. Radhakrishnan taught
Indian philosophy and religion at many British
and Indian universities. He later joined the free-
dom struggle, because he believed that to serve
a foreign rule was “irreligious” or adharm in the
Hindu tradition. 

Radhakrishnan pursued his study of Indian
philosophy while continuing to make his con-
tribution to the freedom struggle. He was in a
relentless search for the ultimate truth, which he
believed was the pursuit of every Hindu schol-
ar i.e. Sa Vidya Ya Vimuktaye (attaining salvation
through search of the ultimate truth).
Radhakrishnan became the Vice-Chancellor of
the prestigious Banaras Hindu University on the
invitation of Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya to
succeed him in 1938. It was a position that
Radhakrishnan occupied till 1948. Once India
became independent, Radhakrishnan became the
chairman of the first commission on education
to be set up to revamp the higher education sys-
tem of the country.

The report presented by him is popularly
known as the Radhakrishnan Commission
Report. It is a comprehensive one but today it is
vital to remember that this report stressed on the
importance of education being grounded in the
Indian tradition. The Radhakrishnan
Commission Report was also of the view that
school education must be given emphasis and
revamped so that deserving students could
enter higher education institutions. 

This Teachers’ Day has special significance

for us all. The Narendra Modi
Government issued its New Education
Policy 2020 (NEP) on July 29, after a
mammoth discussion nationwide for
five long years. The Ministry of Human
Resource Development (MHRD), now
renamed the Ministry of Education
(MoE), had started the discussion in
2015 and people at the grassroots level
were consulted through 33 identified
areas or themes; and then a commit-
tee under TSR Subramanian (a retired
bureaucrat) was asked to prepare a draft
on the basis of all the documents and
feedback that were collected. 

However, this report was widely
criticised and was largely unacceptable
to most stakeholders. So, a new com-
mittee was constituted to prepare a
fresh draft under the chairmanship of
Dr Krishnaswamy Kasturirangan, (a
space scientist of global repute). The
draft report was submitted to the
Government on May 31, 2019. The final
document, prepared by the
Government on the basis of all the data
and feedback collected through the two
drafts, was released in July. This doc-
ument is extraordinary in many
respects. The previous documents ran
into hundreds of pages but this was pre-
sented in just 62 pages. Beside other
things, the policy focusses on educators,
right from pre-school teachers to the
ones teaching in universities. 

This Teachers’ Day the educators
must rejoice at the appearance of the
Prime Minister in a conclave of teach-
ers on August 6, only a week after the
new national education policy docu-

ment was released. Talking about the
NEP while addressing the conclave,
Modi had said, “Today, there are views
and opinions coming from all across
the India. People are sharing their
thoughts on this. It has been widely wel-
comed and one thing that has been
observed is that no one is saying that
this policy has any bias towards any one
area... that is a great thing. Now every-
one’s focus is on how this will be imple-
mented. As far as the political will to
implement this is concerned, I want to
assure you that I am fully with you... all
the way.”

He called upon the educators to
own the policy and implement it in let-
ter and spirit. The message conveyed
was that the nation has realised that the
education policy will have little impact,
like all the previous policies, if the edu-
cators don’t own it. A policy document
on education will have to be owned and
implemented by teachers and teachers
alone. Plans prepared on the basis of the
policy will have to be implemented in
the classrooms which teachers alone
handle. It is noteworthy that in his
speech, the Prime Minister addressed
principals who are the key players in
transforming schools. If this is not just
rhetoric, then we can indeed look for-
ward to a “year of the teachers.” This
Teachers’ Day can perhaps then be seen
as a landmark one in the history of edu-
cation in India. 

The Mudaliar Commission on
school education was constituted as a
corollary to Radhakrishnan’s report.
This commission suggested the forma-

tion of an independent body to coor-
dinate school education among the
States of India. This, it said, was nec-
essary because education is a national
concern and the major responsibility of
maintaining quality and content of
school education as well as higher edu-
cation rests upon the Union
Government. The University Grants
Commission (UGC) was established on
the recommendation of the Dr
Radhakrishnan Commission but the
School Education Commission (SEC)
has not been established till date. We
need to get this going.

The best tribute to Dr
Radhakrishnan would be to give school
teachers an independent statutory
body to regulate themselves instead of
being monitored by “brown sahebs.” We
have been shouting against Macaulay’s
policy of controlling teachers and
schools because the gurukuls (residen-
tial schools of ancient times) and the
madrasas were the places which pro-
duced the best minds of the nation.
However, Macaulay planned and
destroyed the indigenous school sys-
tem. 

Today the educationally best per-
forming nations have no Government
interference in schooling. India needs
this too if we are to compete globally.
Modi had also expressed the impor-
tance of good quality teachers on sev-
eral occasions. Hope he gets his poli-
cymakers to walk the talk. 

(The author is Professor of
Education at IGNOU. The views
expressed are strictly personal.)
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COVID-19 has forced schools
and universities across India,
and the world, to suspend

face-to-face teaching and move to
online classes. This transition to
online teaching and learning is chal-
lenging for most organisations, stu-
dents and teachers alike as academ-
ic institutions across the world have
cancelled all on-campus activities
that made the experience of learning
memorable and meaningful. Hence,
celebrating Teachers’ Day this year
will not be the same as it used to be
in the past. Irrespective of religious
beliefs, Teachers’ Day is celebrated
across the world, albeit on different
days. This is because, no matter what
society one belongs to, we all have
grown up with the realisation that we
must always show respect to the

teachers who made us as we are.
Right from becoming a good human
being to a civilised citizen of the
country. 

The United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO) started observing
Teachers’ Day on October 5, 1994 as
it commemorates the anniversary of
the adoption of the 1966
International Labour Organisation
(ILO)-UNESCO Recommendation
concerning the Status of Teachers.
This recommendation sets bench-
marks regarding the rights and
responsibilities of teachers and stan-
dards for their initial preparation and
further education, recruitment,
employment, teaching and learning
conditions.

However, in India it is celebrat-
ed on September 5 to mark the birth
anniversary of Dr Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, who was a teacher
par excellence. When he became the
President of India in 1962, his stu-
dents and friends sought permission
to celebrate his birthday. However, Dr
Radhakrishnan politely requested
them to celebrate his birthday as a
day dedicated to all the teachers in
the country.

The former President of India,
Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, once said,
“Teaching is a very noble profession
that shapes the character, calibre and
future of an individual. If the people
remember me as a good teacher that
will be the biggest honour for me.”

A teacher, who may give us a
piece of advice and the lessons of a
lifetime, is always considered a high-
ly honoured person in every commu-
nity. 

In India, the teacher-student
relationship has a special religious
and social bond and significance.
Since ages, the story of Eklavya has
come to define exemplary disciple-
ship. This story is an example of ded-
ication, hard work, obedience and
paying the guru his due. This also
shows that acquiring or gaining
knowledge is not possible without the
teachings and blessings of the guru.
In ancient times, a common practice

in learning was guru-dakshina, where
a student would offer a gift or fee for
the knowledge gained by him.
Actually, Dronacharya blessed
Eklavya with immortality by asking
him for his thumb because whenev-
er people think of an ideal student
and devotion to a teacher, they
think of Eklavya and not Arjuna.

A teacher has a very high status
and is given a lot of importance in
Islam. There is a famous saying of
Hazrat Ali in which he said that “if
a person teaches me one single
word, he has made me his servant for
a lifetime.” Teachers always play a
prominent role in influencing and
inspiring students. In our society,
parents are responsible for giving
their children quality care. However,
teachers are responsible for honing
their skills and making their future
bright and successful. 

They are a source of inspiration
to students as they prepare the lat-
ter to face any challenge with confi-
dence and commitment. With enor-
mous understanding of the subject
matter and with deep knowledge and
wisdom, they always nourish the lives
of their students. 

Keeping the importance of the

teacher-student relationship in mind,
Tariq Mansoor, who himself is a pro-
fessor and the Vice-Chancellor of the
historic Aligarh Muslim University,
says, “Teachers are the backbone of
any academic institution and always
play a very big role in shaping the
lives and careers of students.” This is
a fact as our foundational education
completely depends on the guidance
we get. 

Teachers’ Day is a wonderful
opportunity for all students to appre-
ciate the hard work and efforts put
in by teachers in grooming and shap-
ing their life in a meaningful way.
The most difficult and challenging
part for a teacher is to balance the
class where students come from dif-
ferent economic, social, religious, lin-
guistic and cultural backgrounds. But
each one still does it, day after day.  

Teaching is one of the most
respected and valued professions in
the world and an educator continues
to be a respected person in society.
Let’s remember ours, wherever they
are, especially for preparing us to be
resilient in these pandemic times.

(The writer is the Chairperson,
Department of Linguistics at Aligarh
Muslim University.)
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Washington: Slamming China’s plan to
further tighten control over Tibet,
Democratic presidential candidate Joe
Biden has said that if voted to power, his
administration will sanction Chinese
officials responsible for human rights
abuses in the remote Himalayan region.

Noting that the Chinese
Government recently announced plans
to further tighten control over Tibet,
thereby continuing to erode the human
rights, religious freedoms, and dignity
of the Tibetan people, the former US
vice president said that these are only
the latest efforts by Beijing to crush eth-
nic minorities that seek to preserve their
distinct culture, language and beliefs.

“My administration will sanction
Chinese officials responsible for human
rights abuses in Tibet, and step up sup-
port for the Tibetan people, including
by expanding Tibetan language services
at Radio Free Asia and Voice of America
to get information from the outside
world into Tibet,” Biden said.

Biden vowed that as president he
will meet with the Dalai Lama, appoint
a new Special Coordinator for Tibetan

Issues, and insist that the Chinese gov-
ernment restore access to Tibet for US
citizens, including American diplo-
mats and journalists.

“Where (President Donald) Trump
has turned a blind eye, a Biden-Harris
administration will stand up for the peo-
ple of Tibet,” Biden said. In his state-
ment, Biden alleged that Trump has
been weak on his China policy.

“Once again, the silence from
President Trump has been deafening, as
he focuses instead on his empty trade
deal with Beijing and protecting his
‘very good friendship’ with Chinese
President Xi Jinping. It’s disgraceful,
though not surprising, that Trump is the
first American president in three
decades who has not met or spoken with
His Holiness the Dalai Lama,” he said.

“Trump hasn’t even fulfilled the
statutory requirement to appoint a
Special Coordinator to lead America’s
efforts on this vital issue. It’s no won-
der China’s leaders believe they have a
free hand to deepen repression in
Tibet, just as they have in Hong Kong
and Xinjiang,” Biden said. PTI 
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Ajudge has barred Kanye
West from appearing on

the November 3 ballot in
Arizona, concluding that a
voter who challenged his can-
didacy had shown he would
probably prevail and had estab-
lished the possibility of an
irreparable harm if the rapper’s
name were to appear on the
ballot.

The ruling Thursday by
Judge Scott McCoy said that
the voter who challenged West’s
bid in Arizona “established
that the relative hardships
favour him.” 

Putting West on the ballot
would create confusion for
voters, his lawyers argued. 
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Political battles and pending court fights
threaten to upend months of planning for

the pandemic election, election officials are
warning. In key states, they remain hamstrung
with only weeks to prepare.

Ongoing partisan litigation could dictate
dramatic last-minute changes to rules and pro-
cedures in several states. Legislatures continue
debating laws that could change how votes are
processed. Meanwhile, money to pay for count-
ing 150 million or more votes during the pan-
demic is stalled in Congress.

Time is short. Though Election Day is two
months away, ballots are being mailed to vot-
ers on Friday in North Carolina. By the end of
the month early voting will be underway in
states like Minnesota, Virginia and Vermont.

Many election officials in states likely to
decide the presidential race — the frontline plan-
ners — say they believe they will be ready. 
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Despite a denial from
Greece, the chief of NATO

said Friday that Greece and
Turkey have started technical
discussions aimed at reducing
the risk of conflict or accidents
amid military tensions between
the allies over offshore energy
resources in the eastern
Mediterranean.

No agreement has been
reached from the military-level
talks, NATO Secretary General
Jens Stoltenberg said.

Greece’s foreign minister,
meanwhile, headed to New
York to discuss the regional dis-
pute centered around mar-
itime boundaries and drilling
rights.

Beijing: China issued a fierce
rebuke Friday to UN experts
who said a draconian national
security law imposed upon
Hong Kong poses a serious risk
to the city’s freedoms and
breaches international legal
obligations.

Beijing has faced a barrage
of criticism over the legislation,
imposed late June after pro-
democracy protests rocked the
semi-autonomous city last year.

The law, which criminalis-
es secession, subversion, ter-
rorism and colluding with for-
eign forces, carries a maxi-
mum life sentence and has
intimidated many protesters
into silence.

In a letter made public
Friday, the UN special rappor-
teurs on human rights warned

parts of the legislation “appear
to criminalise freedom of
expression or any form of crit-
icism” of China.

In customarily strong lan-
guage, China’s foreign min-
istry was swift to strike down
the allegations, saying the law
“punishes an extremely small
number and protects the
absolute majority” in the finan-
cial hub.

“Some people disregard the
facts and maliciously slander
China’s human rights situa-
tion... and crudely interfere in
China’s internal affairs,” min-
istry spokeswoman Hua
Chunying told reporters.

“Stop meddling in Hong
Kong affairs and China’s affairs
in any way.”

Hong Kong lurched into

chaos last year as pro-democ-
racy protesters — furious at
perceived encroachment by
China on the city’s freedoms —
clashed with police.

Unrest has simmered down
thanks to coronavirus restric-
tions and the chilling effect of
the security law — under which
more than 20 people have been
arrested, including a prominent
media tycoon.

The letter by the UN advis-
ers — the first issued since the
law blanketed the southern
Chinese city — gave a vigorous
dissection of the damage being
inflicted upon the freedoms
once enjoyed in Hong Kong,
enshrined in an agreement
made before the 1997 han-
dover from British colonial
rule back to China. AFP

Wellington: New Zealand
recorded its first coronavirus
death in more than three
months on Friday when a man
in his 50s died due to the virus.

Health officials said the
man was part of a second-
wave cluster of infections that
emerged in Auckland last
month, ending a spell of 102
days free of community trans-
mission in the South Pacific
nation.

The death at Auckland’s
Middlemore Hospital on Friday
afternoon takes New Zealand’s
death count from the virus to
23, with the most recent previ-
ous fatality on May 24. AFP

Tehran: Iran has condemned as
a “provocation” Charlie Hebdo’s
republication of cartoons of the
Prophet Mohammed to mark
the opening of the trial into a
2015 attack on its offices by
Islamist extremists.

In a statement issued late
Thursday, the Foreign Ministry
said the reissue of the cartoons
was an “insult” to more than
one billion Muslims around
the world.

“The offensive act by the
French publication... is a provo-
cation,” the Ministry said. 

“Any insult or disrespect
towards Islam’s holy prophet...
or the other prophets of God
(the Jewish and Christian fig-
ures also recognised by
Muslims)... is absolutely unac-
ceptable,” it added. AFP

London: Patients involved in
early tests of a Russian coron-
avirus vaccine developed anti-
bodies with “no serious
adverse events”, according to
research published in The
Lancet Friday, but experts said
the trials were too small to
prove safety and effectiveness.

Russia announced last
month that its vaccine, named
“Sputnik V” after the Soviet-
era satellite that was the first
launched into space in 1957,
had already received approval.

This raised concerns
among Western scientists over
a lack of safety data, with

some warning that moving
too quickly on a vaccine could
be dangerous.

Russia denounced criti-
cism as an attempt to under-
mine Moscow’s research.

In the Lancet study,
Russian researchers reported
on two small trials, each
involving 38 healthy adults
aged between 18 and 60, who
were given a two-part immu-
nisation.

Each participant was given
a dose of the first part of the
vaccine and then given a
booster with the second part
21 days later. AFP
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The Government on Friday
asked all ministries depart-

ments to review appointments
of consultants, curtail functions
and ban use of imported paper
for printing as part of measures
to rationalise non-priority
expenditure.  

The Finance Ministry has
issued the instructions on
expenditure management with
a view to improving the qual-
ity of public expenditure, con-
taining non-developmental
spending and ensuring avail-
ability of adequate resources for

critical priority schemes, the
Department of Expenditure
said. 

“In the context of the pre-
sent fiscal situation and the
consequent pressure on
Government resources, there is
a need for further economy and
rationalisation of non-priority
expenditure, while protecting
and preserving priority expen-
diture,” the department said in
an office memorandum.  With
regard to administrative expen-
diture, the Department of
Expenditure, under the finance
ministry, said no printing or
publishing of books. 
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India has extended anti-
dumping duty on imports of

float glass from China for three
months till December 7, as per
a notification.

The move is aimed at
guarding domestic industry
from cheap imports from
China.  “...The anti-dumping
duty imposed under this noti-
fication shall remain in force up
to and inclusive of the 7 th
December, 2020, unless
revoked, superseded or amend-
ed earlier,” the Department of
Revenue said in the notifica-
tion.  Float glass, made by float-
ing molten glass on a bed of
molten metal, is used in sectors
like construction.  

The duty of USD 218 per
tonne was imposed for the
first time on September 8,
2015 for five years. 

It was extended after the
recommendation of the com-
merce ministry’s investigation
arm Directorate General of

Trade Remedies (DGTR). 
In a separate notification dated
September 2, the department
has imposed provisional anti-
dumping duty on imports of
Ciprofloxacin Hydrochloride
medicine from China for a
period of six months. 

It is used to treat different
kinds of bacterial infections. 

DGTR had recommended
the anti-dumping duty after
conducting a probe into alleged
dumping of this medicine from
China.   The directorate had in
June concluded that the med-
icine has been exported to
India from China at dumped
prices, due to which the domes-
tic industry has suffered mate-
rial injury. 

The duty imposed is in the
range of USD 0.94 to USD 3.29
per kg. 

“The provisional anti-
dumping duty imposed under
this notification shall be effec-
tive for a period of six months
(unless revoked, amended or
superseded earlier),” it added.
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Union Minister Prakash
Javadekar on Friday hint-

ed at the possibility of GST rate
cut for vehicles and hoped
that the automotive industry
will soon get some “good news”.

The Heavy Industries
Minister also shared that the
proposal for the auto scrappage
policy was ready and all stake-
holders have provided inputs,
therefore its announcement
was likely “very soon”.

Elaborating on the possi-
bilities of the GST rate cut on
vehicles segment, he said the
details of the proposals are
being worked out by the
Finance Ministry and he is not
privy to all the details.

However, Javadekar said,
“naturally in a logical sequence,
2-wheelers, 3-wheelers, public
transport vehicles, in that cat-
egory only, and then 4-wheel-
ers, in that order it should
come. 

I hope that you will get

some good news surely very
soon”.

The minister said he will
definitely discuss the auto-
motive industry’s demand for
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) reduction with Prime

Minister Narendra Modi and
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman.

“We may not agree imme-
diately for reduction in GST
but that is not a final no. 

There can definitely be a

way forward which I also see,
progress will be done,” said
Javadekar.

Two-wheelers are neither
a luxury nor sin goods and so
merit a GST rate revision,
Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman had said at an
industry interaction last month.
She said a rate revision pro-
posal would be taken up by the
GST Council. Two-wheelers
currently attract 28 per cent
GST.
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The Sensex crashed 634
points while the Nifty

closed below the 11,350-level
on Friday as investors pressed
the panic button after a tech-
led rout on Wall Street. 

Reliance Industries, bank-
ing and finance stocks account-
ed for the bulk of the losses.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
opened on the backfoot and
remained in the negative terri-
tory throughout the session. It
finally finished at 38,357.18,
down 633.76 points or 1.63 per
cent.  Similarly, the NSE Nifty
plunged 193.60 points or 1.68
%  to close at 11,333.85. Barring
Maruti, which spurted 1.70
per cent, all Sensex stocks
ended in the red.  

Axis Bank was the biggest
loser, declining 4.07 per cent,
followed by Tata Steel.
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Promising all support to the
automobile industry, Union

minister Nitin Gadkari on
Friday encouraged automakers
to introduce flex-fuel engines
in India on a large scale to pro-
mote alternative fuel in align-
ment with the Government’s
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ drive.

To encourage alternative
fuel, the Government has
decided to allow automakers
meeting certain criteria to set
up own fuel pumps, provided
they sell green fuel too, Gadkari
said, asserting that carmakers
could easily introduce flex
engines on par with Brazil, the
US and Canada if they could
leapfrog from BS-IV norms to
BS-VI.

“Government has taken a
decision that the companies
with a worth of more than �250

crore can start their own
petrol/diesels pumps but the
condition is that they should
have alternative fuel pumps
also,” Road transport minister
Gadkari said addressing SIAM’s
60th annual convention 2020 -
‘Rebuilding the Nation,
Responsibly’ through video
conference.

Gadkari, who also holds
the MSME portfolio, said the
vision was to make the Indian
automobile industry number
one manufacturing hub in the
globe and cut on huge annual
crude imports bill to the tune
of �7 lakh crore by promoting
alternative fuel.Wondering
when automakers like BMW,
Mercedes, Hyundai, Honda,
Toyota and Suzuki could man-
ufacture flex-engine vehicles
for the US, Canada and Brazil,
Gadkari asked why couldn’t
they start production in India.

New Delhi: BHEL has taken a
number of steps towards meet-
ing the Hon’ble Prime
Minister’s vision of an
AtmaNirbhar Bharat. These
include floating an Expression
of Interest inviting global man-
ufacturing companies to lever-
age on BHEL facilities and
capabilities to set up a manu-
facturing base in India as well
as take up efforts towards indi-
genisation of major imports
especially in the capital goods
sector.

Going further in this direc-
tion, the company has set up a
new business vertical ‘Make in
India Business Development
Group’ to bring complete focus
on these activities.
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Auto industry body SIAM
on Friday said that man-

ufacturers were not in a posi-
tion to invest further in the
implementation of upcoming
government regulations as the
sector was going through an
extremely difficult period.

Society of Indian
Automobile Manufacturers
(SIAM) also noted that gov-
ernment support was required
to pursue the targets set under
the Automotive Mission Plan

2026 (AMP 2026).
“For (implementation of)

upcoming regulations, invest-
ments are very steep and the
commensurate revenues have
not been realised by the indus-
try due to lack of consumer
demand,” SIAM President
Rajan Wadhera said while
speaking at the industry
body’s annual convention
here.

So, the industry does not
have the ability to invest fur-
ther into the implementation
of new regulations like

Corporate Average Fuel
Efficiency (CAFE) norms
from 2022 onwards, he noted.

Wadhera also said that
there should not be an over-
dose of regulations as India’s
emission standards are already
at par with the strictest in the
world.Seeking government
support to offer some form of
demand boosters, Wadhera
said: “We feel that whatever we
are talking on reviving
demand will provide the
required push to consumers to
come to dealerships.”
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New Delhi: Pandemic Covid-
19 battered auto industry
awaits GST rate reduction
and scrappage scheme
announcement to tide over
these testing times said
Kenichi Ayukawa, MD &
CEO, Maruti Suzuki India.

Ayukawa spoke at the
60th SIAM Annual
Convention which was held
virtually. 

IANS
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The Indian rupee rebound-
ed by 33 paise to close at

73.14 against the US dollar on
Friday, shrugging off tepid
sentiment emanating from
sell-offs in domestic equities
and weak macroeconomic
indicators. On weekly basis
too, the domestic currency
gained 25 paise vis-à-vis US
dollar. At the interbank forex
market, the rupee opened
on a strong note at 73.38 and
gained further ground to
close at 73.14, registering a
gain of 33 paise a dollar over
its previous close.
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Ghaziabad: The Ghaziabad
Municipal Corporation is going
to start an operation clean
very soon for beautification of
Lake Arthala near the Hindon
River GT Road and to remove
illegal occupation around it.
Today, in the same link, on the
instructions of the NGT, the
city commissioner Mahendra
Singh Tanwar visited the
Arthala lake with the corpora-
tion team.
At present, the land grabbers

have illegally developed a
colony on the Government
land around Lake Arthala,
whose entire sewer water is get-
ting drained in this lake PNS
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Mumbai: The Reserve Bank
has expanded the scope of pri-
ority sector lending to include
start-ups funding up to �50
crore, and loans to farmers for
installation of solar plants and
compressed biogas plants.The
Priority Sector Lending guide-
lines have been comprehen-
sively reviewed and revised to
align it with emerging nation-
al priorities and bring sharper
focus on inclusive develop-
ment, after having wide rang-
ing discussions with all stake-
holders, the RBI said on Friday.
“Revised PSL guidelines will
enable better credit penetration
to credit deficient areas;
increase the lending to small
and marginal farmers and
weaker sections; boost credit to
renewable energy, andhealth
infrastructure,” the RBI said in
a release. PTI
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The last few months have seen relent-
less attacks on the reputation of the

Indian film industry across all media. The
tragic death of a promising young star has
been used by some as a tool to defame and
slander the film industry and its members.
A picture has been painted of the indus-
try as a terrible place for outsiders to aspire
to; a place that treats those who dare to
enter it with contempt and derision; a
murky den of substance abuse and crim-
inality. This narrative is salacious enough
for the media to exploit to great effect in
order to boost its ratings, readership and
page views.

But it is not the truth. Like any other
sector there is no doubt that the film
industry has its imperfections, and there
must always be an ongoing attempt by any
industry to improve upon itself, learn and
evolve, while weeding out unsavoury ele-
ments or improper practices that hold it
back. But to paint an entire industry with
the same brush is a gross misrepresenta-
tion of reality.

The film industry employs hundreds
of thousands of people, boosts travel and
tourism and is one of the most important
sources of soft power for India across the

world. It has entertained hundreds of mil-
lions of people for over a century and has
brought joy, honour and glory to the
nation. It has welcomed and embraced tal-
ent from across the country — from the
worlds of literature, poetry, art and music
— and has drawn them in to create a
unique cinematic language. This has
ensured that we are one of the few coun-
tries in the world to still have a vibrant and
thriving local film industry across multi-
ple languages, despite the decades-long
onslaught of Hollywood. The industry has
contributed generously to national caus-
es in times of need, and has readily offered
its resources — name recognition, time
and funds — whenever called upon to do
so, and often even without having to be
called upon.

We do not negate the personal expe-
riences of anyone from the industry, and
undoubtedly many of those entering the
business and seeking to establish them-
selves have faced numerous hardships,
struggles and disappointments in the
course of building a career here. But that
is no different from the challenges and
obstacles faced by new entrants in any field
that they are not born into — be it poli-

tics, law, business, medicine or the media.
However, a concerted effort has been

made to single out the film industry as one
that specifically inhibits and prohibits new
talent from the outside from thriving. This
could not be further from the truth. There
are scores of talented actors, directors,
writers, musicians, cinematographers,
editors, sound designers, production
designers, costume designers, art directors
and numerous other film professionals
across multiple disciplines who have had
absolutely no connection to the industry,
but who have flourished and produced
inspiring and pathbreaking work, which
has defined, and then redefined, Indian
cinema. Being born into the industry most
definitely affords you the privilege of
access and a first break, but after that it
is up to each individual’s talent, hard work
and drive to propel them forward.

This is to let all aspirants to the film
industry know that they should not be
misled by the clickbait journalism current-
ly being peddled to advance the sensation-
alized narrative that the film industry is
a terrible place to aspire to work in. This
is a place that ultimately rewards your tal-
ent, work ethic and ability to connect with

an audience — regardless of your reli-
gion, gender, caste or economic strata.
While it is undoubtedly more difficult for
those on the outside to get that first
chance to display their talent — with per-
severance, persistence and a little bit of
luck — you can and do succeed. There
are too many examples to enumerate
across more than a century, of outsiders
to the industry who are shining testament
to this fact.

These are difficult times for our
country and the world, so rather than
venting our fears and frustrations on each
other with vile and vicious trolling, it is
more important than ever to come
together instead of tearing each other
apart. Members of the industry on both
sides of this debate, especially women,
have been subjected to rape threats and
death threats. This is unacceptable and
must stop now.

The media must look in the mirror
and stop fanning the flames. There are
some things more important than adver-
tising revenues and ratings — things like
common human decency. Let’s show we
still have some.
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We often use body lan-
guage to judge and label
people. And over time,

we’ve stereotyped transgenders
with their hand gestures, partic-
ularly a swaying, loud clap. This
pejorative implication was first
questioned and opposed by Indian
transgender activist, Lakshmi
Narayan Tripathi, who discour-
aged the use of this clap as an
identity marker.

However, newer perceptions
are transforming such negative
connotations into something
beautiful. A recent viral video on
social media talked about the
LGBTQ community and how it
should not be ostracised. One of
the lines in the documentary
said, “Taali toh sab bajate hain par
jab kinnar bajaye toh galat kyun?”
There have been several cam-
paigns, poetry, films and even per-
forming arts which are now nor-
malising transgenders in main-
stream discourse but
#ChangeTheClap has caught on
like wildfire.

Activists believe that such a
change has come about after the
landmark judgement by the
Supreme Court on Section 377,
which decriminalised homosexu-
ality. On September 6, the verdict
will turn two years old.

Harish Iyer, Gay Rights
Activist, appreciates the wider 

conversations on the subject. He
says, “I come from a time when
there weren’t many voices to raise
awareness. The LGBTQ commu-
nity never saw so much media
attention around that time. We
often saw the same faces circling
again and again. When we’d go to
colleges or schools for awareness
and to speak about issues, there
was only a bunch of common
faces I saw. Now, I see a lot of new
voices coming up, and they cre-
ate awareness through many dif-
ferent ways — poetry, writings
and performing arts. And that’s
important.”

LGBTQ rights activist
Mohnish Malhotra recalls that it
was in 2009, when the Delhi
High Court first struck down
Section 377, that its draconian sta-
tus began to diminish by a quan-
tum leap. He says, “Up until then,
this law was used by the author-
ities to blackmail, bully and extort
the LGBTQIA+ community. After
2009 verdict, things began to
change. Dr Ramachandran Siras’
case from Aligarh Muslim
University is an excellent example.
Since then, many individual sto-
ries have come out in the public
eye and our LGBTQIA+ brothers
and sisters found the courage to
come out of the shadows and have
chosen to ask for their due rights.
The NALSA Judgment, that
recognised the trans community
as the third gender, also laid the
foundation for a more inclusive

future. Popular culture, cinema
and television have also start-

ed to portray the communi-
ty differently over the last

few years.”
Mr Gay India

2014 and singer Sushant Divgikar
feels that a surge of LGBT-friend-
ly content on OTT platforms,
films and television is a huge
recognition. He feels that digital
content is increasingly helping this
acceptability and hence, his recent
song, in collaboration with MTV
Beats, Love-Duet, tries to nor-
malise same-sex love and relation-
ships. “I have stepped out of my
comfort zone and created this
song, which furthers the idea of
oneness and equity.”

While looking at what has
changed, one of the first things
one should notice is the number
of people who walked the pride
marches without a mask on. Well,
the verdict certainly made the
community stop walking under
the fear of being judged or looked
at as a criminal. Since time
immemorial, loving for them has
just been a criminal activity and
rights had no meaning for them.
But now, they can fall in love
freely. While the Bills and pro-
ceedings in the Parliament were
pledging protection, the commu-
nity was sighting freedom.

However, even though there

have been many baby steps taken
towards ensuring the communi-
ty’s inclusion and recognition in
the public sphere, a lot still needs
to be done, point out experts.

“The verdict actually put the
onus on the Government to
ensure that the judgement is
known by everybody and there is
less discrimination. However, very
little has moved towards that
direction. I think there needs to
be a widespread awareness and,
especially, students need to be
educated in schools and colleges
about the LGBTQ community
and the years of humiliation
they’ve faced. There needs to be
a psychological counselling for
both the bullies and those who get
bullied,” says Iyer.

WHERE DID THE PHOBIA
COME FROM?

Sushant points out that homo-
phobia and transphobia are still
existing terms. “Section 377 was
first introduced by the Britishers
during the colonial period to fur-
ther their divisive politics and
break us down into smaller frag-
ments of marginalised communi-

ties, which, unfortunately, we
inherited and decided to keep
long after we achieved
Independence. It was a draconian
piece of legislation showcasing the
extremely narrow-minded
thought process of the Britishers.
So when the people of India say
that homosexuality is a foreign
import, I’d like to correct them
and state this fact. I would like to
tell them that Homophobia, in
fact, is a foreign import! We have
always celebrated sexual diversi-
ty until the Britishers came in and
rained on our parade,” says he.

WORK TO BE DONE ON
WORKPLACE

After the Transgender
Protection Act 2019, many work
opportunities have opened for the
community. Mohnish says,
“Certain state governments and
corporates have opened up offers
for employment to the members
of the trans community,” mention-
ing the Employee Resource
Groups (ERGs), which have been
established to support LGBTQIA+
communities.

Amid the increasing work-
place inclusivity, however, lies
another major challenge — dis-
crimination. LGBTQIA+ activist
and writer Maya Sharma says,
“Actually, workplaces are chang-
ing but these are formal sectors
where the employer-employee
relationship is visible and exists
directly. But among working class-
es, the queer community mostly
is employed in the informal sec-
tor, where discrimination wide-
ly exists. And it exists different-
ly for different identities. Not
to forget, the school drop-outs

lack higher education. There are
these small but many problems,
which act as the barriers to
growth. But I also believe, positive
judgments strengthen one’s abil-
ity to survive if not live a fuller life
as a legitimate citizen.”

For Iyer, “Every organisation
should have a non-discriminato-
ry clause. And its workplace
harassment policy should include
all genders, including the trans-
genders. That’s the need of the
hour because trans people face the
brunt of this everytime. There are
trans men and women who get
harassed and are asked for sexu-
al favours by their bosses or
seniors. And there is a whole
range of transphobic and homo-
phobic comments that are made
regularly.”

FINDING LIGHT AT THE END
OF THE TUNNEL

Maya talks about the cam-
paign, ‘Hum agar uthhe nahin
toh... (If we do not rise),’ which is
aimed at uniting voices against
the targetted attacks on the
Constitutional rights of the peo-
ple of India. Women’s groups,
LGBTQIA+ communities and
human rights organisations are,
today, organising this day of
resistance to safeguard the Indian
Constitution and its values, which
will include a range of recent sub-
jects — Expediting transgender
inclusion in Gujarat, the new 

National Education Policy, etc.
“We must realise that this is

a process and to unlearn what we
have been force-fed for more
than a century, and have been
conditioned to falsely accept, will
take time to undo. We are in this
together. When we say we are part
of the society, we need to work
‘with’ the society and not against
it. People are changing their rigid
fallacies to actually understand
queer people and respect us,
which is a positive sign. I would
only say, education is key,” says
Sushant.

Mohnish is “an eternal opti-
mist.” He says, “Having witnessed
the 2009 Delhi High Court ver-
dict and then losing that victory
in 2013, I say we should start to
cherish what we have at the
moment. Many lives have been
lost to homophobia, bullying and
stigma — at the very least, the
apex court has removed the crim-
inal status quo of the LGBTQIA+
community. This is a first step to
the long process of ensuring
equal rights to all citizens grant-
ed by our Constitution. That
said, the community is preparing
the future road map to appeal the
court again for more demands.”

Well, even though we can’t
say how long this will take, how-
ever, the way 2018 verdict was
delivered, it does indicate light at
the end of this tunnel.
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The light of the world, the
beacon in the dark and
the hope that gives us

strength to survive, is our
teacher. On this occasion, let
us convey our wishes to all the
teachers and Dr APJ Abdul
Kalam who has given impec-
cable contribution in shaping
today’s youth.

The CEO of Kalam Centre
and his close aide and advisor
who accompanied him on his
travels and assignment for
many years, wrote a book
What Can I Give: Life Lessons
from My Teacher, in the mem-
ory of Kalam. Excerpts:

What Will I Be Remembered
For?

Dr Kalam often ended his
speeches addressed to young-
sters with one question: ‘What
would you like to be remem-
bered for?’ It was a powerful
way of imbuing young stu-
dents with energy and dreams.
It inspired them to aspire,
think and act.

The first time I encoun-
tered this Kalam hallmark
was in 2008, when I was a stu-
dent at IIMA. Dr Kalam did
not stop with that one ques-
tion, he went on to share with
us a list of fifteen career
options from which we could
choose our answer. I am
putting down some of them
for you.

�Would you like to be remem-
bered for pioneering action in
interconnecting waterbodies
and solving the problem of
flood and drought in the
nation?
�Would you like to be remem-
bered for ensuring that our
country is self-sufficient as far
as energy consumption is con-
cerned?
�Would you like to be remem-
bered for creating a unique
venture which can result in
hundreds of enterprises?
�Would you like to be remem-
bered for leading a move-
ment of a 100 million youths
for nation building?
�Or will the future genera-
tions remember you for hav-
ing revitalised the public
healthcare system?

Later in 2009, when I
started working with him, I
began to realise that this was
a common thread in the many
speeches he delivered in
schools and colleges. He would
end by saying, ‘Tonight, before
you go to sleep, take a piece of
paper or your laptop. Write
down the answer to this ques-
tion and mail it to me. If your
answer is good, I will send you
an autograph and a photo-
graph!’

Most of the students he
met had posed this question at
least once. But since I worked
with him, I used to receive this
question every now and then,
sometimes once every week.
And each time, after hearing
my answer, he would say, ‘Oh,
you fellow! Build on it further.
Enrich it from the last time.
Add more value.’ This went on
and on for a good six months,
till I reached a point where my
‘answer enrichment centre’
was exhausted.

I was simply out of ideas. 
One day, on our way to an

event in Kerala, Dr Kalam
asked me his trademark ques-
tion yet again. This time I
decided to throw the ball back
in his court. It was part
defence and part exhaustion.
‘I have answered this question
so many times. Why don’t
you answer this question for a
change? What would you like
to be remembered for?’ I
couldn’t help but smile at my
cheeky response.

There was a short, unusu-
al silence. So I continued, ‘Let
me make it easier for you.
Would you like to be remem-

bered as a missile man, a
nuclear man, a rocket engi-
neer, a Bharat Ratna recipient,
a President or an author?’

I thought I had covered all
his achievements but I still had
a lot to learn about him. And
that day I got a peek into his
innermost thoughts, into the
recesses of his mind. ‘All your
options are wrong,’  he
declared, taking me by sur-
prise. I started recollecting all
the facts I knew about him but
I could not understand which
aspect of his life I had missed. 

He cleared my confusion
in the next sentence. ‘The
right option is not there in
your list. I do not want to be
remembered for any of these
things.’ And then, in an excit-
ed tone, he disclosed, ‘I want
to be remembered as a teacher.
That is my goal.’

It occurred to me then that
I had indeed missed the most
obvious fact. Back in 2008, Dr
Kalam was first introduced to
me as my teacher, and it was
the most significant role he
played in my life, as he did in
the lives of many others. I did
not stop my questions there.
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I had one last question to
ask him, to help me answer
his pet question. ‘How do I
truly find what I will be
remembered for?’ I asked.

He then smiled and
replied, ‘That is difficult to say
because the true answer will

keep evolving. But I will tell
you this. Get a diary or a
notebook. Give it a name —
something which is close to
your heart, something which
will remind you of what you
want to become. Make it a
habit to write down every-
thing you learn, everything
that inspires you, even things
that trouble you, and every-
thing you do to reach your
long-term goals. Record all
the small steps you take in
your long and difficult jour-
ney. Especially keep a record
of the times when you fail, so
you remember your stum-
bling blocks. Note down the
names of those people who
pick you up when you fall —
remember to be grateful
always. In the years to come,
you will look back at it all and
smile. You might also be able
to inspire others.’

The first thing that I did
after that conversation was to
buy a large notebook. I wrote
about my dreams and aspira-
tions. I named it after some-
one who will always be very
close to my heart. I called it
my Kalam Diary.
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Sumit Nagal’s trademark
fighting spirit was on display
throughout but it was not

enough to get past world num-
ber three Dominic Thiem, who
notched up a straight-set victo-
ry over the Indian in the US
Open men’s singles second
round on Thursday.

Nagal lost 3-6, 3-6, 2-6 to the
second-seeded Austrian, who
celebrated his 27th birthday
with a commanding perfor-
mance at the Arthur Ashe stadi-
um.

Thiem, this year’s Australian

Open finalist, had said that he
has seen videos of Nagal’s game
and knew that he has a ripping
forehand. Well prepared, he
came out with a clear strategy of
not giving many balls on the
forehand side of the Indian.

“Thank you 2020 US Open.
Lots to learn. Going to keep
working hard! Thanks for all the
support everyone,” Nagal later
tweeted.

Nagal came into the contest
after giving India a rare singles
main draw match win at a Grand
Slam but it was always going to
be a daunting task for him to
challenge someone who has

made two French Open finals.
Slow off the blocks, Nagal

was broken early but the slogger
that he is, he kept Thiem under
pressure, creating as many as five
chances to break back in the fifth
game that lasted 10 minutes.

He converted the fifth break-
point when Thiem made an
unforced error and made it 3-3
with an easy hold, riding the
momentum.

Playing with a lot of energy
and stinging strokes, those were
the best two games that Nagal
played as the gap between him
and the top players was on dis-
play after that.

Thiem, using his superior
game shifted gears with remark-
able ease, turning the tide with
an immediate break and served
out the set.

Nagal lost his serve early
again with Thiem getting a grip
of his returns. The Austrian
started to serve better and also
unleashed his big-hitting game,
keeping the match in a tight grip.

Thiem broke the 23-year-old
Nagal one more time in the sev-
enth with a cross court winner
to serve at 5-2.

Nagal got a break back when
Thiem hit a backhand long on
the third breakpoint but dropped
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Lionel Messi is staying at
Barcelona and in an exclu-

sive interview with Goal, he
has explained that he wanted
to leave, but the club made it
impossible.

“When I communicated
my wish to leave to my wife
and children, it was a brutal
drama,” Messi told Goal.

“The whole family began
crying, my children did not
want to leave Barcelona, nor
did they want to change
schools.

“But I looked further
afield and I want to compete
at the highest level, win titles,
compete in the Champions
League. You can win or lose in
it, because it is very difficult,
but you have to compete.

“At least compete for it
and let us not fall apart in
Rome, Liverpool, Lisbon. All
that led me to think about that
decision that I wanted to carry
out.

“I thought and was sure
that I was free to leave, the
president always said that at
the end of the season I could
decide if I stayed or not.

“Now they cling to the fact
that I did not say it before June
10, when it turns out that on
June 10 we were competing
for La Liga in the middle of
this awful coronavirus and
this disease altered all the
season.

“And this is the reason
why I am going to continue in
the club. Now I am going to
continue in the club because
the president told me that the
only way to leave was to pay
the �700 mil lion
(£624m/$823m) clause, and
that this is impossible.

“There was another way
and it was to go to trial. I
would never go to court
against Barca because it is the
club that I love, which gave me
everything since I arrived.

“It is the club of my life, I
have made my life here.

“Barca gave me every-
thing and I gave it everything.
I know that it never crossed
my mind to take Barca to
court.

“I love Barcelona and I’m
not going to find a better place
than here anywhere. Still, I
have the right to decide. I was
going to look for new goals
and new challenges. And
tomorrow I could go back,
because here in Barcelona I
have everything.

“My son, my family, they
grew up here and are
from here. There was
nothing wrong with
wanting to leave.
I needed it,
the club
needed it
and it was
good for
everyone.

“ M y
wife, with
all the pain of
her soul, sup-
ported and
accompanied
me.”
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Senior off-spinner Harbhajan Singh on
Friday became the second high-profile name

to pull out of this year’s Indian Premier League
owing to “personal reasons”, saying he has
informed the Chennai Super Kings team man-
agement about his decision.

The 40-year-old, who has been a part of
CSK during the past two seasons is currently
in Jalandhar with his family and requested pri-
vacy. 

“I have informed the CSK management
about my decision to pull out of this year’s IPL.
I have decided to take a break due to person-
al reasons in these difficult times. I expect that
everyone would respect my need for privacy,”
Harbhajan, who was bought by the franchise
for �2 crore, told PTI on Friday.

Once Harbhajan officially announced
his pullout, CSK issued a statement,
backing the player “Harbhajan Singh
informed us he won’t be available due

to personal reasons. Team Chennai
Super Kings is supportive of his
decision and stands by him and his
family during these testing times,”
CSK tweeted CEO KS
Viswanathan’s statement.

his serve in the next to give his
fancied opponent a two-set
advantage.

Thiem wrapped up the
match with ease even as Nagal
kept finding winners here and
there.

He fought hard and saved
a match point too, but it was
clear that the young Indian’s
best was not enough to trou-
ble the top guns. 

The world No 3 Thiem
will play 2014 champion Marin
Cilic in round three. Cilic,
seeded 31st, took four sets to
overcome Norbert Gombos
6-3, 1-6, 7-6, 7-5.

9��

�������
�	���
������	���� ��0��
���
���� ����� (�0����0������
�������

 �

��	�����
�0�� 
��� � 4,5�E:B�

Serena Williams, Victoria Azarenka
and Tsvetana Pironkova made up a

‘Band of Mothers’ who marched into the
third round of the US Open on Thursday.

Williams, Azarenka and Pironkova
were part of a cluster of nine mums who
started this week’s women’s singles tour-
nament at Flushing Meadows.

Six of the nine — Kim Clijsters, Vera
Zvonareva, Tatjana Maria, Kateryna
Bondarenko, Patricia Maria Tig
and Olga Govortsova — have
been eliminated.

But unranked Bulgarian
Pironkova — playing her first
tournament in three years after a
break to have her first child —
prolonged her participation with
a 7-5, 6-3 upset of Spanish 10th
Garbine Muguruza.

Former world number one

Serena also advanced with a 6-2, 6-4 win
over Russia’s Margarita Gasparyan.

Williams and Pironkova were later
joined by Azarenka, another former
world number one who beat Belarussian
compatriot and fifth seed Aryna
Sabalenka 6-1, 6-3.

Only three women — Belgium’s Kim
Clijsters and Australians Evonne
Goolagong and Margaret Court — have
won Grand Slam singles titles in the
Open era after having children.

The 38-year-old Williams closed
out the first set with ease before a

slight wobble in the second when
she was broken twice by
Gasparyan. Williams’ straight

sets win in 1hr 33min on the
Arthur Ashe Stadium court put her

into a third-round meeting with for-
mer champion Sloane Stephens,

who overcame Belarusian Olga
Govortsova 6-2, 6-2.


