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Cautioning Beijing to refrain
from attempts to unilater-

ally change the Line of Actual
Control (LAC), Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh asked
his Chinese counterpart Wei
Fenghe to withdraw his forces
from all friction points.

Indicating vastly different
perception about the border
tension, Wei said China will not
surrender even “an inch” of its
land and blamed India for the
current situation. Both the
leaders, however, agreed to
continue the dialogue process
at all levels to defuse tension at
the volatile border.

These takeaways came
from the two-hour-and-20
minute long meeting between
Rajnath and Wei in Moscow on
Friday on the sidelines of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) Defence
Ministers’ conclave. This was
the first interaction between the
two Ministers since the face-
offs began more than four
months back.

Giving details of the meet-
ing, officials said here on
Saturday that Rajnath clearly
conveyed to his Chinese coun-
terpart that China must respect
the LAC and not make any
attempt to “unilaterally” change
its status quo. He also asserted
that India is determined to pro-
tect its sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity.

Stating that ramping up
troop levels and adopting an
aggressive behavior were in
violation of the bilateral pacts,
Rajnath told Wei the current

situation should be handled
responsibly, and that neither
side should take any further
action that could either com-
plicate the situation or escalate
matters in the border areas.

He also stressed that the
two sides should continue their
discussions, including through
diplomatic and military chan-
nels, to ensure “complete dis-
engagement and de-escalation”
along the LAC at the earliest.
This view was endorsed by the
Chinese Defence Minister also.

Officials said the Defence
Minister pointed out the Indian
troops had always taken a very
responsible approach towards
the border management, but
there should be no doubt about
India’s determination to protect
its sovereignty and territorial
integrity.

China tried to transgress
into Indian territory on August
29 and 30 in the south bank of
the Pangong Tso (lake) in
Ladakh. The Indian Army
foiled these attempts and man-
aged to dominate crucial hill-
tops in the region, thus gaining
an advantage in the region.

The Chinese Defence
Minister, however, said India
was “entirely” responsible for
the border tensions and China
would not give up “an inch of
its territory.” This was report-
ed by the official media after
the talks between the two
Ministers.

The Chinese state-run
Xinhua news agency quoted
Wei saying, “Recently the rela-
tions between the two countries
and the two militaries have
been seriously affected by the

border issue” and it was “very
important for the two Defence
Ministers to have a face-to-face
and candid exchange of views
on relevant issues.”

Wei reiterated China’s
stand in the talks, echoing sev-
eral statements last week where
Beijing blamed India for the
latest tensions. China on
Wednesday said “the responsi-
bility lies entirely with the
Indian side” and had “kept
maximum restraint to prevent
potential escalation”, calling on
India to “immediately with-
draw its troops”.
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The Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR)

has revised its Covid-19 testing
strategy, allowing on-demand
testing without a prescription
across the country.  However,
it has given the flexibility to the
States the right to modify the
module accordingly.

“A totally new section has
been added in the advisory on
“Testing on Demand” which
for all practical purposes does
away with prescription by a
registered medical practition-
er though State Governments
have the freedom to decide on
simplified modalities,” the
ICMR said in a statement here.

The ICMR also highlight-
ed the frequency of Covid-19
testing. It stated that a single
R T - P C R / T r u e N a t /  
CBNAAT/ RAT positive test is
to be considered confirmatory,
without any repeat testing.

The on-demand testing
facility can be availed by all
individuals undertaking travel
to countries/Indian States such
as Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand mandating a neg-
ative Covid-19 test at the point
of entry.

Tracking and contact trac-
ing mechanisms should be
ensured by the testing labora-
tories by notifying public health
authorities. 
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Eighty new special trains will
be operational from

September 12, reservations for
which will begin from next
Thursday, Railway Board
Chairman VK Yadav said on
Saturday, while asserting the real
timeframe for the completion of
the bullet train project will be
clear in three to six months.

Yadav, who was recently
appointed the first CEO of the
Railway Board, said within the
next three to six months the
status of land acquisition,

delayed due to Covid-19 pan-
demic, for the high-speed
Mumbai-Ahmedabad rail pro-
ject will be ascertained.

Eighty-two per cent of the
land has been acquired in
Gujarat, while in Maharashtra
land acquisition is only at 23
per cent, he said.

At a media briefing, the
railway board chairman said,
“Eighty new special trains or 40
pair of trains will start operat-
ing from September 12.
Reservations will begin from
September 10. These will run

in addition to the 230 trains
already in operation.”

Yadav said the railways
will monitor all the trains that
are currently in operation to
determine which trains have a
long waiting list.

“Wherever there is a
demand for a particular train,
wherever the waiting list is
long, we will run a clone train
ahead of the actual train, so that
passengers can travel,” he said.

The key factor in deciding
the 80 new trains was the fact
that there were many stations
from where the migrant work-
ers are going back to their
workplace, Yadav said. “Many
of these trains are running in
the reverse direction of the
Shramik Special trains. So,
people are leaving their homes
and going to their workplace.”

Turn to Page 4
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In their effort to wind up the
crime reconstruction

process, the CBI on Saturday
re-visited the residence of late
Sushant Singh Rajput — this
time along with a team of doc-
tors from AIIMS for a forensic
examination, even as the
actress Rhea Chakraborty’s
brother Showik and Sushant’s
house manager Samuel

Miranda were remanded in
the NCB’s custody till
September 9 in the Sushant
death-related drug case.

Continuing with its inves-
tigations in the drug case, the
Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) on Saturday evening
arrested Suahant’s domestic
help Deepak Sawant. “He
(Sawant) was subjected to

interrogation and confronta-
tion with Showik, Samuel
Miranda, Zaid and Kaizan. His
statement under Section 67 of
the NDPS Act was recorded
and on the basis of enough cor-
roborative evidence, he has
been placed under arrest,” a
statement by the NCB said.

While seeking the custody
of Showik and Samuel, the
NCB made a startling claim
before a metropolitan court
and said the “drug angle” in the
Sushant death case “is 
highly substantive” and “needs
to be investigated thoroughly
so as to uproot the drug 
citadel in Mumbai especially 
in Bollywood”. 

Turn to Page 4
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Andhra Pradesh for the third
time in a row has topped in

the ease of doing annual busi-
ness ranking of States and
Union Territories by the
Department for Promotion 
of Industry and Internal 
Trade (DPIIT). 

The ranking is based on
the implementation of the busi-
ness reform action plan 2019 by
states and UTs, according to a
report released by Finance

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
on Saturday.

The exercise is aimed at
promoting competition among
states with a view to improving
the business climate to attract
domestic as well as foreign
investments.

Registering a jump of 10
places in the rankings, Uttar
Pradesh occupied the second
position in 2019 as against
12th in 2018.

Telangana slipped to the
third position from second in

2018. It was followed by
Madhya Pradesh (4th),
Jharkhand (5th), Chhattisgarh
(6th), Himachal Pradesh (7th),
Rajasthan (8th), West Bengal
(9th) and Gujarat (10th).

Delhi’s position improved
to 12th from 23rd in the last
edition, while Gujarat slipped
from 5th place in 2018.

Among the laggard states
and UTs in the ranking, Assam
was at 20th, J&K at 21st, Goa
at 24th, Bihar at 26th and
Kerala 28th place. Tripura was

ranked at the bottom 36th.
Releasing the report,

Sitharaman said that states
have taken the exercise in its
true sense and it would help
States and UTs to become bet-
ter place to do business.

“Some states have shown
extraordinary energy in putting
together action plans and mak-
ing sure that reforms happen.
States have embraced the true
spirit behind the State Business
Reforms Action Plan,” she said.

Turn to Page 4
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Amid the ongoing border
tension between India and

China in eastern Ladakh, five
persons from Arunachal
Pradesh’s Upper Subansiri dis-
trict have reportedly been
“abducted” by China’s People’s
Liberation Army (PLA).

Upper Subansiri district
police have sent a team to ver-
ify the media reports about the
alleged abduction.

The five persons belonged
to the Tagin community and
were abducted from the jungle
near Nacho while they were out
hunting, according to a report
in the Arunachal Times pub-
lished on Saturday. The report

quoted kin of the abducted per-
sons about the episode.

The villagers who have
reportedly been abducted are
Toch Singkam, Prasat Ringling,
Dongtu Ebiya, Tanu Baker and
Ngaru Diri. Two other vil-
lagers who managed to escape
narrated the incident before the
public. However, the relatives
have not yet made any com-
munication with the Indian
Army regarding the incident,
the report said.

The incident has created
panic among the villagers of
Nacho. The family members
have appealed to the authori-
ties to initiate steps to bring the
five back to the country, it said.

Turn to Page 4
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Even as the two armies are
engaged in the eyeball-to-

eyeball confrontation at the
Line of Actual Control (LAC)
in Ladakh, the Indian 
Army displayed its humani-
tarian side by helping out
some Chinese citizens in dis-
tress in Sikkim.

This action earlier this
week took place after three
Chinese citizens lost their
way in the plateau area of
North Sikkim at an altitude of
17,500 feet, the Army said
here on Saturday.

“Realising danger to the
lives of the Chinese citizens
which included two men and
one woman in sub-zero tem-

peratures, the soldiers of
Indian Army immediately
reached out and provided
medical assistance including
oxygen, food and warm
clothes to protect them from
the vagaries of extreme alti-
tude and harsh climatic con-
ditions,” the Army said.

The incident occurred on
September 3. The Indian
troops also gave them appro-
priate guidance to reach their
destination after which they
moved back, it added.

Visuals show a soldier
carrying an oxygen cylinder
helping the three. Another
picture shows security per-
sonnel offering food to one of
the men. The soldiers also
helped people fix their cars.
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� What is your role in Tera Yaar Hoon
Main?

I play Jhaanvi Bansal, a doting wife,
a caring mother and an obedient
daughter-in-law. It is a very positive and
sweet character. She is loving. She shares
a healthy relationship with his husband
and they both are romantic even today.
Above all, she is a cool mother who
understands her children and their
needs, which generally a father doesn’t.
� What made you take up the project?

The reason why I chose to be a part
of this show is that it has a unique and
sweet story. There has never been a show
on TV where a father wants to be
friends with his son. Also, I have a long
association with Sony Network and have
done a lot of shows on Sony Sab so
there was no chance of turning down
such a good show. And not to mention,
that I am playing such a sweet and
positive character.
� From Shagun to Tera Yaar Hoon
Main, how has the journey been?

The journey has been beautiful. I
hope the journey ahead remains as
beautiful as it has been till date. The
audience has loved me in every role that
I have played. I hope they will shower
their love on Tera Yaar Hoon Main as
well.
� Was acting always on cards?

No. I didn’t want to be an actor. I
never had acting ka keeda in me. My
father always told me that this is not a
good industry and that I will never get
married if I will be an actor. But once I
started working, my father was proud of
me and my work. It was then when I felt
that this is not only my work but my
passion too. I am glad that I came into
this industry by chance.
� A best and worst moment in the
industry?

All the time that I have spent in the
industry is the best of all things. The best
moment is when I get the love,
appreciation and support from the
audience. And why talk about bad things
right now, already there is a lot of stress
and negativity around us, hence we
should focus only on the good things in
life.
� What kind of roles attract you?

The roles that challenge me as an
actor are the ones that attract me. That
is why I chose to play Jhaanvi Bansal,
because I haven’t played a mother before.
It was more challenging because I am not
a mother in real life. Hence, to connect
with that emotion and to bring in those
feelings, was a task. Also, theatre roles
attract me. Anything which is live and on
stage is my favourite and theatre will

always be my first love.
� Apart from acting, what keeps you
busy?

Before the lockdown, my work outs
and meal preps used to keep me super
busy. I am into fitness a lot but during
the lockdown it got sidelined a bit. And
now, we are continuously shooting so it
is hard to make time for anything else.
Fitness has merely become a word, but
I will surely start making time for it again.
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Short and sweet, this four-
episode mini series gives out
mixed feelings. There is an

ambitious premise, that of time
travel, physics codes, murderous
outfits trying to hive off Bengal and
a crazy physicist and his attendant
at the centre of it all.

Sounds interesting but as the
series progresses after the impactful
first scene of a plane shadow over an
untouched North-eastern hill
proceeds to crash into a beautiful
gorge down below, the plot becomes
a bit mumble jumble of sci-fi,
investigation and familial issues.

However, for most part, till the
secret of this plane which has crashed
35 years after take-off, is hatched, the
series is interesting. One would love
to see more of Abhay Deol who
despite being the central character, is

wasted in the role of a CBI officer
with a troubling secret that gets
revealed at the end, but not before
you guess it right.

So, the plane took off in 1984 and
crashes 35 years later with only two
survivors — one, a pilot who has not
aged at all, the other a passenger,
possible hijacker, who too has not
aged a single day!

It is a creative plot which takes
flight in the beginning, soars for some
time and then, well, crashes into
confusion and memory loss with
many questions unanswered and
ends hanging loosely. Talking about
that would be a spoiler here so do
tune in. You may or may not be
disappointed depending on your
level of involvement in the series.

Overall watchable and laudable
for at least trying a somewhat viable
science fiction narrative. 

Pankaj Kapur is captivating in his
Bengali babu role as is Rajesh Sharma
as Deol’s co-officer. He has the talent
to slip into any amount of characters
with equal conviction.
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Any movie that has animals is sweet and makes one’s
heart thump loudly. More so, when the film is inspired
from true events. The One and Only Ivan is one such

film directed by Thea Sharrock. The real life of Ivan, the
silverback gorilla, is heart-wrenching — he was born in 1962
in the now Democratic Republic of the Congo and
captured from the wild as a baby and brought to live with
humans. He performed at a circus in a mall till the age of
27. It was after community protest that he finally found his
way into a zoo with acres of land instead of a cage. He died
at age 50, the oldest gorilla to have died in human captivity.

The film chronicles Ivan’s story which is sappy, sweet,
cute and heart-wrenching. The last time one felt like this
was for Born Free (1966), a brilliant movie about a true
story of a British couple who teach their pet lioness how
to survive in the wilds of the African jungles.

While in The One and Only Ivan, the makers have used
CGI for animals, it doesn’t take away the life of these wild
animals who should be out in the jungle rather than in
cages. The artists behind the look of the animals have

captured the expressions and emotions so beautifully
especially of Ivan — from wistful to forlorn to complete
disbelief that he is no long the headliner. His belief is that
he is the best and can bring back the glorious days to
entertain the human and yet he feels that the whole idea
to showcase that he has to scream and thump his chest
to show his anger doesn’t sit well with him because his
father told him that anger is supposed to reserved for
certain situations and not used to entertain.

Even though there is nothing new here that has not
been shown and done in previous films, The One and Only
Ivan manages to pull the heartstrings but not in a
depressing manner. A movie that every child and adult
alike must see.
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If the present pandemic is making you feel blue there is
only one  cure for it — watch a movie that guarantees
happily ever after even though the concept and idea of

finding love via a dating app may sound and appear to be
strange. No to be cynical, but in India, we do know the real

reason why people join the dating app to begin with. Despite
how alien the concept may sound like Love, Guaranteed
makes you tick off all the boxes when it comes to a rom-
com and definitely ends up with a kiss in the middle of a
courtroom to boot with everyone clapping — definitely an
aww moment.

However, we know that things in real life don’t work
like this and those who are looking for a more meaningful
love story, stay away from this one since all one is going
to get to watch is a Hallmark movie that has found its way
on Netflix.

For the uninitiated to the world of Hallmark films, the
movies shown here are sappy that join the dots that come
with a rom-com. For those who are familiar with the
channel, would know that Rachael Leigh Cook is a
permanent fixture here.

Sadly, the movie has nothing new or fresh to offer even
if the idea of a movie on love may make you want to settle
down with popcorn. The upside is that one gets to see some
of the picture-perfect locations of Seattle, US. Also, who
doesn’t like a happy ending however unrealistic it may
appear to be.

Watching this one is a good diversion for the
weekend.
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Ever yone loves a
superhero movie. After
all, we want to be like

them; to have their power, be
the good Samaritan and have
the world at our feet. While
Freaks: You’re One of Us may
not be a Marvel or DC
superhero movie, it is a
German film directed by Felix
Binder and written by Marc
O, it doesn’t take away the fact
that it is a superhero film —
more like Spider Man who
gets bitten by a radioactive
spider.

Here though they are
born with extraordinary
powers — powers that make
them different from the
normal people and it makes
them uncomfortable. No
crazy gadgets or gizmos, just
pure and simple super powers.

Hence, they are locked away
and treated like they are
mentally unstable. For others,
they are put in medication to
suppress their power so that
they can live among the
normal.

The good is that the
writer has the concept pat
down but there are a few
bumps along the way. First,
the movie is very child-like
and gives a very narrow and
bird’s eye perspective to the
stor yline that has great
potential. Second, it fails to
build on the protagonist’s
increasing awareness of her
powers which are truly
amazing. Take an example: A
kick to a football makes it fly
right out of the city and still
flying or a punch to the gut
makes the man fall 50 feet
away and land on a car.
Awesome powers of strength
especially if you are a woman.

Watch this one if you love
the underdogs have an upper
hand.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Saturday said

the Covid-19 situation in the
national capital is totally under
control and the recent surge in
Covid-19 cases is attributable to
doubling of testing.

Addressing the media,
Kejriwal said he is not worried
about the data, but more con-
cerned about keeping people
healthy. He also sought to
assure people that the situation
in the city is completely under
control and there is no need to
panic.

The National Capital
recorded 2,914 fresh Covid-19
cases on Friday, the highest sin-
gle-day spike here in 69 days.
This is the fourth successive
day in September when over
2,000 new Covid-19 cases have
been reported in a day. Also,
over 36,000 tests were con-
ducted on Friday.

“The biggest reason for
the increase in the number of
positive cases in the last few
days is that the Delhi
Government has doubled daily
testing to 40,000 from around
18,000-20,000 a week ago.

“You can see this doubling

of testing as a big attack on the
coronavirus pandemic. We
have mounted this big assault
against coronavirus. I would
ensure testing of everyone
every day if it were possible for
me,” the chief minister said.

The government has start-
ed testing in markets, bus
stands, mohalla clinics. It is a
big initiative, Kejriwal said,
adding that some people
opposed doubling the number
of tests, but now everyone is on
the same page.

“We have doubled tests to
identify more infected people
so that they are isolated to pre-
vent further spread. Do not
think that the situation has
deteriorated,” he said.

The chief minister assert-
ed that COVID-19 cases in the
national capital have “slightly”
increased in the last few days,
but the situation is completely
under control and there is no
need to panic.Kejriwal said
that he has been “honestly” pre-
senting the COVID-19 situa-
tion before the people of Delhi
from time to time since the
virus started spreading four-
five months ago.

The Chief Minister also
appealed to Delhiites to follow

preventive measures against
COVID-19, such as wearing a
mask and maintaining social
distancing, he reiterated that
there is no scope for being neg-
ligent.The government has
taken several steps to reduce
deaths due to the virus,
Kejriwal said. He asserted that
there is no need to worry with
the rise in the number of coro-
navirus cases, adding that he
would need to worry if the
number of deaths increases.

“Yesterday, 2,914 cases
were reported but only 13
fatalities and the death rate was
0.4 per cent which is the low-
est not only in the country but
the whole world.

“A day earlier, the cases
were 2,737 and fatalities were
19 which is 0.6 per cent death
rate. Since August 15, the fatal-

ity rate in Delhi is about 1 per
cent while the national figure
is 1.7 per cent,” he said.

According to the chief
minister, the situation in Delhi
is much better as the recovery
rate here is 87 per cent against
the national average of 77 per
cent.There is no shortage of
hospital beds for COVID-19
patients in Delhi. Out of 14,000
beds, only 5,000 are occupied,
Kejriwal said. “Of those 5,000
beds, 1,600-1,700 are occu-
pied by those who belong to
other states.”

During the media briefing,
the chief minister said the gov-
ernment had made plans and
if the need arises, it will
increase the number of beds,
but presently, there are suffi-
cient beds in the hospital.

“The number of Delhi

patients is not increasing in
hospitals. The number of
patients is not increasing,
deaths are not increasing and
people are recovering after
infection,” he said.

Kejriwal warned that some
people in Delhi have become
lax and negligent and started
violating social distancing and
not wearing masks. “Some peo-
ple are becoming negligent, not
wearing masks and also not fol-
lowing social distancing. We
have to go to our jobs, run the
household, take care of children
and revive the economy. But,
we should not become negli-
gent. So, wear masks and fol-
low social distancing,” he said.

“Also, some people are not
getting tested despite having a
fever. Such persons not only
endanger their own lives, but
they also put their family and
neighbours at risk. COVID-19
tests are free, so go for testing
and do not be negligent.”

The Delhi government has
improved health services and
upgraded its hospitals and
mohalla clinics to such an
extent in the past five years that
people from all over the coun-
try come here for treatment, he
added.
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Indian Police Service (IPS)
officer, Dr O P Mishra post-

ed as Joint Commissioner of
Delhi Police, Economic
Offences Wing (EOW) has
been awarded first prize in
Prime Minister’s Silver Cup
Essay competition. The award
was announced during the
passing out parade for IPS
officers. The essay competition
is held every year at the Sardar
Vallabbhai Patel National Police
Academy in Hyderabad, in
which all serving policemen
can take part. Dr Mishra had
written an essay on ‘Inculcating
desirable attitude: A game
changer for effective Policing’.

The essay was judged by a five-
member panel consisting of
senior journalists, authors and
officials from the Prime
Minister Office (PMO).  

Dr Mishra was handed
over the Silver Cup at a formal
ceremony held after the Passing
Out parade of the newly
inducted IPS officers. 
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Following the delay in grants
to 12 DU colleges, the Delhi

University Teachers’
Association (DUTA) on
Saturday observed ‘Black
Teachers’ Day’ to protest
against the Delhi Government.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) dispensation and the
varsity have been locked in a
tussle over formation of gov-
erning bodies in 28 colleges, 12
of which are fully funded by the
Delhi Government.

According to DUTA offi-
cials, the Government has
released inadequate grants to
colleges, which has led to delay

in salaries of the staffers of the
respective colleges at a time
when people are in the middle
of a pandemic.

On Saturday, the teachers
had called for a protest at the
Arts Faculty to protest against
the Government. They were
detained and taken to Maurice
Nagar police station, they
alleged.

“There were around 100
DUTA members protesting.
They did not have the permis-
sion for it. They have been
detained and taken to Maurice
Nagar police station. Further
proceeding will be taken as per
law,” said a senior police offi-
cial.
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ATibetan national protesting
for ‘Free Tibet’ was

detained near Embassy of
China in central Delhi’s
Chanakyapuri area on
Saturday. According to a senior
police official, he had come
there around 11 am to protest
and he was alone and said that
he was protesting for the ‘Free
Tibet’. “However, he was
detained and taken to a near-
by police station and later on
released,” he added. The Delhi
traffic police took to Twitter
and informed about the road
being closed.
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With the arrest of four per-
sons, the Delhi Police

on Saturday claimed to have
busted an inter-State fake
Indian currency notes (FICN)
syndicate in National Capital.
Police said that they have also
recovered over FICN �1. 30
lakhs and semi-finished �
20,000, all in denomination of
�100 notes.

The accused have been
identified as Mohammad
Azeem Khan (47) and Akil
Ahmed (42), both residents of
district Pilibhit in Uttar
Pradesh (UP), Dr Akeel
Ahmad (45) and Nitin Patel
(46).

According to Sanjeev
Kumar Yadav, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Special Cell, on August
30, specific inputs were
received that two members of
a syndicate have procured a
huge quantity of FICNs from
UP and would shortly deliver
it to their contact in Delhi,
somewhere near Anand Vihar
ISBT.

“A trap was laid and Azeem
Khan and Akil Ahmed were
apprehended. Over �1 lakh
FICN in denomination of � 100
was recovered from their pos-
session. On the basis of their
interrogation, several raids

were conducted and Dr Akeel
was nabbed on September 2
while Nitin Patel was appre-
hended on September 4. Police
also recovered FICN from the
possession of the duo,” said the
DCP.

“During interrogation, it
was revealed that all of them
are involved in this illegal
activity of manufacturing and
circulating of FICNs, since
long. 

Initially, during the year
2012, accused Akil Ahmed
started these activities with his
local mentor and co-accused
Dr Akeel Ahmad, who used to
send him to other states and
Delhi-NCR region to supply
the FICNs on commission
basis,” said the DCP.

“Akil was the close associ-
ates of co-accused Nitin Patel,

with whom he procured the
FICNs from local sources.
Later, the accused Akil with the
help of co-accused Nitin Patel
set up their own manufactur-
ing and printing unit in his
house at Pilibhit, UP,” said the
DCP.

“During the year 2018,
Akil also introduced his child-
hood friend Azeem and they
started their own FICNs sup-
ply work in Delhi-NCR region.
They chose to print FICN in
small denomination of 100
and 200 rupee notes, as nobody

would pay much heed to these
small FICN and they would
easily pass-over and circulate
them in the market. 

This syndicate has already
circulated more than �25 lakhs
of FICN in Delhi-NCR region,”
the DCP added. 
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South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) has

extended the last date of gen-
eral amnesty scheme for waiv-
ing 100 per cent interest and
penalty on payment on prop-
erty tax till September 30.

The Corporation has col-
lected about �390 crore as
property tax from 3.45 lakh tax
payers till August 31 whereas
last year during the same peri-
od SDMC was able to collect �
395 crore approx from the
3.55 lakh taxpayers.

Chairman of the Standing
Committee Raj Dutt Gahlot
informed that the decision has
been taken to provide relief to
the citizens. “The date extend-
ed for all three schemes for the
payment of property tax up to
30 September 2020,” he said.

Property holders can
deposit their property tax for
the current financial year 2020-
21 with 15 per cent rebate till
30 September. Earlier the last
date was 31st August, 2020.

The Corporation has also
decided to extend the date of
general amnesty scheme for
payment of outstanding dues
for all types of properties with-
out any interest or penalty of all
the categories under its juris-

diction till 30 September, 2020.
Under the amnesty scheme

those property holders will
become entitled for 100 per
cent waiver of interest and
penalty on making up-to-date
payment of outstanding dues
by 30 September.

Gahlot further said that the
last date of the new amnesty
Scheme that was earlier intro-
duced for the unauthorised
colonies is also extended up to
30 September but now the res-
idents of these colonies can
avail this opportunity and
deposit property tax for only
two financial years 2019-20 and

2020-21.  Their pending tax
from year 2004 to 2019 will be
completely waived off, he said.

The Chairman urged all
the citizens to file their prop-
erty tax return on time and be
a responsible citizen. SDMC
acknowledges the support of its
tax payers for timely payments
which enables SDMC to pro-
vide better civic facilities and
keep serving the society. 

“The SDMC is organizing
special property tax camps in
all unauthorized colonies in
association with RWAs and
local councilors for the conve-
nience of the citizens,” he said.
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The Delhi Government will
launch the “10 Hafte 10

Baje 10 Minute” awareness
campaign on Sunday which is
a 10-week mass awareness
campaign against vector borne
diseases. The Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal will kick start
the campaign Sunday at 10 AM
for 10 minutes by inspecting his
own residence for stagnant
clean water inside his home or
his surroundings, which can
lead to the breeding of mos-
quitoes that spread diseases
such as dengue, malaria, and
chikungunya.

The campaign, which
begins September 6, will con-
tinue every Sunday. Kejriwal
had appealed to the ministers,
MLAs, and the citizens to
begin the mega-campaign from
their own homes and spend 10
minutes every Sunday to make
sure there is no stagnant water
in their homes and surround-
ings.

After the first week of the
launch of the flagship cam-
paign, a doctor will share
advice on the do’s and don’ts to
prevent dengue in the second

week.
“The campaign also seeks

to engage the residents to pick
up the phone and call 10 of
their friends/relatives and
advise them on the good prac-
tices of preventing dengue.
The resident’s welfare associa-
tion will be asked to come
together and help in the fight
against dengue and promote
the campaign,” the govern-
ment said in a statment.

Many celebrities and social
media influencers will also
take part in the campaign by
recording themselves following
the good practices advised dur-

ing the campaign and subse-
quently share through their
various social media channels,
it said.  

At various stages, children
will be encouraged to take
part in the campaign by assign-
ing them homework on behalf
of the schools and asking them
to call their friends to encour-
age them to take part in the
campaign as well, it said,
adding that neighbourhoods
will be encouraged to follow
the good practices of prevent-
ing dengue.

Asserting that the Delhi
government will attain suc-
cess in its fight against dengue
this year as well, Delhi Health
minister Satyendar Jain said,
“Last year, when we launched
the 10 Hafte 10 Baje 10 Minute
campaign, we were successful-
ly able to defeat dengue by col-
lective efforts of the Delhiites
and the governments.

“The fatality rate due to
dengue was negligible. This
year also, the Delhi government
will fight dengue by making
Delhiites partners in its ‘10
Hafte 10 Baje 10 Minute’ cam-
paign against mosquito breed-
ing,” he added.
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Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) welcomed
the statement allegedly made by

South Corporation’s mayor Anamika
regarding making the corporation self-
reliant. Party senior leader and MCD in-
charge Durgesh Pathak on Saturday said
that for the first time in the last 14 years,
a BJP leader has spoken about making the
municipal corporation self-reliant.

Pathak said that the AAP leaders
would like to train BJP leaders and their
MCD officials on how corruption can be
minimised, how the Govt is run and how
the budget is raised. He said that the
Arvind Kejriwal Govt while working sin-
cerely doubled its budget in the last five

years.“The Govt of Delhi had a budget of
about 28,000 Cr in 2015 which has
increased to about 60,000 Cr in 2020. At
the same time, MCD had a budget of
about 10,000 Cr in 2015 which increased
to �11,340 Cr in 2020, it has been able to
increase only 1340 Cr in five years.

Pathak said that for the first time any
BJP leader of the MCD has accepted the
fact that the people of Delhi have given
the responsibility of running the munic-
ipal corporations to the BJP.

“South MCD mayor Anamika Ji yes-
terday told the media the MCDs will not
need any help from the Arvind Kejriwal
Government and she wants to make
MCDs self-reliant. The AAP welcomes
this decision,” he said.
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Indian Railways will start taking comput-
er based tests from 15th December this

year for the all three types of vacancies noti-
fied earlier.

“The Railways had notified three types
of vacancies including 35208 for NTPC (non
technical popular categories like guards,
office clerks, commercial clerks etc), 1663 for
isolated and ministerial categories (steno and
teaches etc) and 103769 for level 1 vacancies
(track maintainers, pointsman etc),” the
Ministry said.

In all RRBs had notified a total of 1.40
lakh such vacancies for NTPC categories,
Level-1 Posts and isolated and miscellaneous
categories. 

Against the above vacancies, RRBs had
received more than 2.40 crore applications,
it said, adding that the Computer Based Test
for above vacancies had to be deferred due
to Covid-19 pandemic and resultant lock-
down which was imposed throughout the
country

Scrutiny of the applications had been
completed but the process of further exam-
ination had got delayed due to covid relat-
ed restrictions, it said. RRBs of Railways are
committed to hold the CBT for all the noti-
fied vacancies and have been actively assess-
ing the ground situation imposed due to pan-
demic. Now that experience of conducting
examination for the JEE for IITs and NEET
is there, it was felt that Railways too can start
the process which had to be stopped due to
Covid pandemic.

Standard Operating Procedure for con-
duct of examination of this magnitude are
being framed. Norms of social distancing and
other protocols prescribed by the various
Central and State authorities need to be fol-
lowed which are essential in the interest of
safety of candidates. 

Railway now proposes to commence 1st
stage online computer based tests from 15
December, 2020 and necessary action has
been initiated in this regard.
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An 18-year-old woman alleged that she,
along with her friend, was harassed

by locals and Delhi Police personnel
inside a park in East Delhi’s Krishna
Nagar area.

However, the Delhi Police denied the
allegations and said that the girl and her

friend were assaulting a man. The girl put
a 14-minute video on social media in
which she said that she and her male
friend were walking at a nearby park on
Thursday around 8.30 pm and they were
harassed by an unknown man. 

The man was later joined by police-
men. The police officials said the allega-
tions against them are false and that the
girl is lying. Police said that constable
Sanjay was on evening patrolling in Lal
quarters market Krishna Nagar on
Thursday.“Meanwhile, one Nitin Jain
(37), a resident of Bhola Nath Nagar,
approached Sanjay. Jain said that he was
on his late evening walk in the Krishna
Nagar Park when a couple started assault-

ing him just because they had collided
while walking,” said Amit Sharma, the
Deputy Commissionerof Police (DCP),
Shahdara. 

Sanjay rushed to the park where it
came to know that one Divit (19) and his
female friend had assaulted Jain. 

They then started arguing and abus-
ing the constable and even pushed him
on multiple occasions, following which
Sanjay called head constable on the spot,
he said. The couple hurled abuses con-
tinuously and also physically engaged
with the staff too.

The woman also threatened to lodge
a false complaint against the police staff,
police said.Divit called his father on the
spot and the matter was ended there as
his father Vikash apologised for his son's
behaviour. Jain also did not give any com-
plaint, police said.The head constable
recorded an entry at 11.06 pm on
Thursday in this regard. The allegations
levelled against police staff are false, the
DCP said.On Saturday, Jain has given a
complaint in this regard, police added.
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Amosque that will come up in
Ayodhya pursuant to the

Supreme Court verdict in the Ram
Janmabhoomi case will be of the
same size as Babri Masjid, said an
office-brearer of the trust formed
for its construction.

The five-acre complex in
Ayodhya's Dhannipur village will
also house a hospital, a library and
a museum among others, the office-
bearer said, adding that retired
professor and noted food critic
Pushpesh Pant will be consultant
curator of the museum.

"...The complex of the mosque,
which will be built in Dhannipur,
will also have facilities like a hos-
pital, a museum at the Indo-Islamic
Research Centre. The mosque will
be on 15,000 square feet, while the
rest of the land will have these facil-

ities," Athar Hussain, the secretary
and spokesperson of Indo-Islamic
Cultural Foundation (IICF), told
PTI on Saturday.

"Yesterday, noted food critic
Pushpesh Pant gave his consent to
curate the museum," Hussain 
said.

The Uttar Pradesh Sunni
Central Waqf Board has formed the
Indo-Islamic Cultural Foundation
(IICF), a trust, for the construction
of the mosque on the five-acre plot.

Hussain said Professor S M
Akhtar of Jamia Millia Islamia will
be the consultant architect of the
project.

Akhtar, the Head of the
Department of Architecture at
Jamia Millia Islamia, told PTI ear-
lier that the entire complex will
"bring together the ethos of India
and the spirit of Islam".

The Uttar Pradesh government

allotted the five-acre plot in
Ayodhya's Dhannipur village for the
construction of the mosque on the
directive of the Supreme Court.

After a protracted legal tussle,
the Supreme Court had on
November 9 last year ruled in
favour of the construction of a Ram
temple at the disputed site in
Ayodhya, and directed the Centre
to allot an alternative five-acre plot
to the Sunni Waqf Board for build-
ing a new mosque at a "prominent"
place in the holy town in Uttar
Pradesh.

The mosque in Ayodhya was
demolished on December 6, 1992
by 'kar sevaks' who claimed that an
ancient Ram temple stood at the
same site.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
attended the 'bhoomi pujan' cere-
mony to begin the construction of
the Ram temple on August 5.

(��J�������	�*�	
�����������
�
��������
��%
����(
���*8�0����

Bhubaneswar: A minor girl
was allegedly gang-raped by
seven persons, including three
police personnel and two per-
sons from an electronic media
outlet in the Odisha capital
during the lockdown period,
police said on Saturday.

The matter came to light
after the girl's mother lodged an
FIR with the Mahila police sta-
tion recently.

Bhubaneswar Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP)
Umashankar Dash informed
that the girl's mother had
lodged a complaint regarding
the gang-rape at the Mahila
police station here on August
30.

"On August 30, a woman
lodged a complaint with
Mahila police alleging that her
minor girl was gang-raped
between March and April. On

that basis, a case has been reg-
istered under various sections
of the IPC and POCSO Act,"
said the DCP.

In her complaint she men-
tioned about the involvement
of two people from the elec-
tronic media and two security
personnel, added Dash.

During the investigation,
the girl in her statement
informed about the involve-
ment of one policeman and his
two associates.

The DCP said the case has
been handed over to the
Investigating Unit for Crime
Against Women dealing with
cases related to women and
children. PTI
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Naxals have allegedly killed four
Villagers in Chhattisgarh's Bijapur

district after accusing them of being police
informers, a senior official said on
Saturday.

The killings took place in the last two
days in the forest of Dumri-Palnar village
under Gangaloor police station area,
inspector general of police (Bastar range)
Sundarraj P told PTI.

As per preliminary information,
ultras had called a few villagers, who were
supporting development activities, includ-
ing road construction, to the forest and
brutally killed four of them after accus-
ing them of being police informers, he
said.

The deceased have been identified as
Punem Sannu, Gore Sannu alias Dhruva
and Aaytu alias Falli, all residents of
Pusnar village and Bhusku alias Tulsi from
nearby Metapal village, he said.
Naxals also beat up a few others villagers,

the senior official said.
"However, it is not immediately

known if the victims were killed alto-
gether or at different times in the last two
days, he said.

On getting information about the
incident on Saturday morning, a team of
security forces rushed to the spot and fur-
ther details are awaited, he added. In the
last couple of months, the Bastar region
has witnessed a spike in alleged atrocities
committed by ultras on villagers.

On Friday night, Naxals had killed
two men after branding them as police
informers and also assaulted a group of
people accompanying the duo when they
had gone to a village in Bijapur from
Dantewada district for finalising a mar-
riage plan.

Last month, 10 villagers, including
women, were brutally thrashed by nax-
als in Chikpal village of Dantewada, while
in a similar incident, in July, 25 villagers
were beaten up by ultras in Parcheli vil-
lage in Dantewada.
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Under fire from various quarters for
controversial statements comparing

Mumbai to “Pak-Occupied Kashmir”
and saying “it seems Mumbai is addict-
ed to blood” and dare to the ruling Shiv
Sena to stop from coming to Mumbai,
actress Kangana Ranaut on Saturday
received support from an unexpected
quarter – Maharashtra’s senior BJP
leader Devendra Fadnavis’s banker wife
Amruta.

Coming to Kangana’s defence,
Amruta Fadnavis said “freedom of
expression cannot be
suppressed”. “We may not agree with

what someone has to say, but we must
defend the right to express in democra-
cy! Freedom of speech, freedom of
belief, freedom of movement, freedom
of press-cannot b suppressed! We can
have counter arguments but beating
posters of critics with chappals is a new
low,” Amruta tweeted. In a related devel-
opment, social activist Santosh
Deshpande has filed a complaint against
her for her comments against the

Mumbai police, Maharashtra and film
industry.

Deshpande said that if the Mumbai
Police failed to take cognizance of his
complaint, his lawyer Shivraj Pawar
would move an appropriate court and
pursue the matter till its logical conclu-
sion. 

Kangana has been widely criticised
by the ruling Maha Vikas Aghadi alliance
partners comprising Shiv Sena,
Nationalist Congress Party and
Congress, and opposition Maharashtra
Navnirman Sena, slammed Kangana for
her “questionable” remarks. There have
also bee+n protests erupted in Mumbai
and other cities against the actress. On
its part, the BJP too has distanced from
Kangana’s “anti-Mumbai” comments.

Ahead of her return to Mumbai on
September 9, actress Kangana Ranaut has
landed in big trouble over her contro-
versial statements comparing Mumbai to
“Pak-Occupied Kashmir”, saying “it
seems Mumbai is addicted to blood” and
daring the ruling Shiv Sena from com-
ing to Mumbai with one-liner “kisi ke
baap mein himmat hai toh rok le”.
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From Page 1
Commerce and Industry Minister

Piyush Goyal said these rankings reflect
the efforts that states and UTs are doing
to better their systems and processes. It
is also a wake-up call for those states
which have slipped in the ranking, he
said.

Goyal said that the ministry is
working on steps like creating a single-
window system for approvals and clear-
ances.

In 2015 Index, Gujarat featured at
the top, with Andhra Pradesh grabbing
the second position and Telangana
13th. In 2016, Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana jointly topped the chart. In the
last ranking released in July 2018,
Andhra Pradesh topped the chart, fol-
lowed by Telangana and Haryana (3rd).

Haryana slid to 16th position in the
latest ranking.

This was the fourth edition of the
report, which was first released in 2015.
The Business Reform Action Plan 2018-
19 includes 181 reform points covering
45 business regulatory areas such as
access to information, single window
system, labour, and environment.

The DPIIT in collaboration with the
World Bank conducts an annual reform
exercise for all States/UTs under the
Business Reform Action Plan (BRAP).

In the World Bank’s latest ‘Doing
Business’ report, India has jumped 14
places to the 63rd position. 

Goyal said that it is a competitive
ranking and India has made a significant
improvement in its ease of doing busi-
ness ranking worldwide. He added that
India is amongst very few nations which
carry out this exercise.

From Page 1
“We are monitoring the occupancy of trains and will run more

trains as per demand. Among the 230 trains, the occupancy of
12 is very less. We are running them, but will reduce the num-
ber of coaches,” he said, adding that the average occupancy in
the 230 trains is 80-85 per cent.

Yadav said the Railways is coordinating with the state gov-
ernments while deciding on the introduction of new trains.

To a question about running trains for exams, Yadav said,
“We will run trains whenever there is a request from state gov-
ernments for exams and other such purposes.”

About the Supreme Court order to remove about 48,000 slum
dwellings situated along the railway tracks in the national cap-
ital within three months, he said, “Immediate action for remov-
ing garbage along tracks taken jointly by Delhi government and
the Railways in line with the top court order.”

On the bullet train project, Yadav said it was progressing well
and a reassessment of the timeframe for its completion will be
done within the next three to six months.

He said in a linear project like the bullet train, work can only
begin when a certain amount of land is available. “We are hop-
ing that within the next three to six months, we will be able to
get to the point where we have 90-100 per cent of the land. Our
designs are ready and we are set to go. It is true that the tenders
and land acquisition were delayed a bit due to the coronavirus
pandemic, but I can say that the project is progressing well.

“As the COVID-19 situation improves, we will be able to start
the bidding process and within the next three to six months, we
will be able to get the status of land acquired and then we will
be able to provide a real timeframe for the completion of the pro-
ject,” Yadav said. Dismissing news reports that Japanese firms
were not keen on the project any longer, he said both Indian and
Japanese companies were on board and urged people not to pay
heed to such rumours.

Commenting on the dedicated freight corridor and the delays,
Yadav said the contractors have started speeding up work and
the issues have been resolved.

Yadav also announced that the Railways will begin the recruit-
ment process for 1.40 lakh posts in three categories from
December 15. The exams could not be conducted due to COVID-
19 as a computer-based exam was to take place, he said.
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The health authorities in
Maharashtra went into a

tizzy on Saturday, as the daily
Covid-19 cases jumped to an
alarming 20,489 on 
Saturday, even as 312 more
people succumbed to the pan-
demic in various parts of the
state.

With the fresh infections,
the total number of positive
cases in the case went up from
863,062 to 883,862. With 312
fresh deaths reported on
Saturday, the total number
deaths rose from 25,964 to
26,276.

Of the total deaths, Pune
accounted for the highest 44
deaths, while there were 33
deaths in Mumbai,  31 in
Nagpur, 22 in Thane, 18 in
Kolhapur, 16 each in Nashik,
Ahmednagar and Nanded, 13
in Satara, 11 in Sangli.Similarly,
in the lower range,  there were
9 deaths each in Raigad and
Aurangabad, 8 in Solapur, 7

each in Jalgaon, Latur and
Yavatmal, 6 in Osmanabad, 5 in
Dhule, 4 each in Palghar, Beed,
Wardha, Bhandara and
Chandrapur, 3 each in Jalna,
Parbhani and Akola, 2 each in
Ratnagiri and Buldhana and
one death in Nandurbar. In
addition, two persons from
other states or abroad died in
Magharashtra.

In a couple of significant
features, a sharp spike in fatal-
ities was reported from Nagpur,
Kolhapur, Nashik,
Ahmednagar, Nanded and
Satara, while there were zero
deaths in  five districts of the
state. With 33 fresh deaths,
Mumbai’s Covid-19 increased
from 7,799 to 7,832, while the
infected cases rose by a stag-
gering 1,737 – to touch 153,712.

Meanwhile, Maharashtra
Health Minister Rajesh Tope
directed the private hospitals in
the state to first audit patients’
bills before giving them to their
family members for 
payment. 
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From Page 1
The advisory came after the Delhi

high court asked the State Government
to re-think its policy to include asymp-
tomatic patients for testing. The ICMR
told the court it is just an advisory
body and States were free to make
changes as per their needs.

Rapid antigen testing (RAT) is the
preferred strategy for screening in
Covid-19 containment zones. People
with influenza-like illnesses, all direct
and high-risk contacts (family mem-
bers, colleagues, those above 65,
immune compromised, or have con-
ditions such as diabetes, hypertension,
or heart, kidney, and lung diseases), are
required to be screened. The new strat-
egy lists situations where molecular
testing such as reverse transcription-
polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR)
should be preferred over the cheaper
and faster but less accurate RAT.
“Ideally, it is suggested that 100 per
cent of people living in the contain-
ment zones should be tested by RAT
particularly in cities where there has
been a widespread transmission of the
infection,” as per the ICMR?guidelines.

The guidelines also instructed
the States that no emergency proce-
dure should be delayed for the want
of a test.

“Hospitals have been directed not

to refuse admission to pregnant
women citing lack of testing facility. All
arrangements should be made to col-
lect and transfer samples to a testing
facility. Mothers, who test positive for
the infection, have been advised to
wear masks, wash hands frequently
while handling babies, and cleaning
breasts before feeding them,” as per the
guidelines.

Also, all neonates with acute res-
piratory or sepsis-like illnesses or
those with non-respiratory symp-
toms such as fever, lethargy, poor feed-
ing, seizures, and diarrhea should be
tested for Covid-19 using
RT-PCR.

The strategy also suggests testing
those with the atypical presentations
for Covid-19 such as stroke, encephali-
tis, blood mixed sputum, pulmonary
embolism, acute heart conditions,
etc. Further, the existing recommen-
dations related to testing for COVID-
19 have been extended, elaborated and
divided into four parts -- routine sur-
veillance in containment zones and
screening at points of entry, routine
surveillance in non-containment areas,
hospital settings and testing on
demand -- and choice of test (RT-PCR,
TrueNat or CBNAAT and rapid anti-
gen tests) in order of priority has been
listed.

From Page 1
Meanwhile, Congress MLA

from the State Ninong Ering took
to microblogging platform Twitter
on Saturday and said, “SHOCKING
NEWS: Five people from Upper
Subansiri district of our State
Arunachal Pradesh have reported-
ly been ‘abducted’ by China’s
People’s Liberation Army (PLA). A
few months earlier, a similar inci-
dent happened. A befitting reply
must be given to #PLA and
#CCPChina. @PMOIndia.”

According to local media as
well as social media reports, the
incident occurred on Thursday.

The LAC is around 260 km
from the district headquarters
Daporijo. The nearest police station
is at Nacho, which is some 130 km
away from Daporijo and the victims
are expected to meet Army officials
to narrate the incident. The police
have also not received any formal
complaint either from the families
or the villagers so far, according to
the reports.
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From Page 1
Wei said, “The cause and

truth of the current tension on
the China-India border are
very clear, and the responsibil-
ity lies entirely with the Indian
side.” He also said, “Not an inch
of China’s territory can be lost,”
adding the “the Chinese mili-
tary has the resolve, capability
and confidence to safeguard
national sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity.”

He said, “The two sides
should earnestly implement
the important consensus
reached by President Xi Jinping
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and stay committed to
resolving the issue 
through dialogue and consul-
tation.”

The Chinese Defence
Minister also said, “It is hoped
that the Indian side will strict-
ly abide by the series of agree-
ments reached by the two sides,
effectively strengthen control
over front-line troops, refrain
from provocations across the
current Line of Actual control
or take any actions that may
cause the situation to heat up,
and not deliberately hype up or
spread negative 
information.”

He added, “The two sides
should bear in mind the over-
all interests of China-India
relations and regional peace
and stability, make joint efforts
to meet each other halfway,
cool down the current situation
as soon as possible and safe-
guard peace and tranquility in
the China-India border 
areas.”

From Page 1
Informed sources said Sushant's

elder sister Meetu Singh, cook Neeraj
Singh, domestic help Keshav and actor's
friend and flatmate Siddharth Pithani
accompanied the CBI team in its visit
to sixth floor duplex flat at Mont Blanc
building at Bandra's Carter Road in
north-west Mumbai, where the late
actor allegedly hanged himself on the
intervening night of June 14 and 15.

The AIIMS doctors' visit to late
Sushant's home came 14 days after the
CBI re-constructed the crime scene and
did a dummy test of how the actor could
have hanged himself. They re-examined
the crime scene and exchanged notes
with the CBI officials. 

Sources said the forensic examina-
tion, conducted by the AIIMS doctors,
is aimed at ascertaining if it was a homi-
cide or a suicide. The team will study
the Sushant's autopsy report, injury pat-
tern on Sushant's body and correlate it
with circumstantial evidence. The team
will also examine the preserved viscera
and check and analyse if any anti-
depressants were given to the actor in
the run-up to his alleged suicide.

During the course of the visit to late
Sushant's flat, the CBI also once again
briefly questioned the actor's sister
Meethu, cook Neeraj, f latmate
Siddharth and domestic help Keshav.

In a related development, Showik
Chakraborty and Samuel Miranda -
who were arrested on Friday night after
they were booked under 20 (b) and
other sections of the NPDS Act - were
on Saturday produced before the 64th
Metropolitan Magistrate NN Joshi who
remanded them in NCB's custody till
September 9.

In a remand application filed before
the court, NCB's Intelligence officer K
Kiran Babu said: "The NCB is investi-
gating the drug angle in the Rajput case
and therefore it is highly substantive and

needs to be investigated thoroughly so
as to uproot drug citadel in Mumbai
especially in Bollywood".

Hinting at the possibility of it sum-
moning Sushant's ex-girlfriend Rhea
Chakraborty, the NCB said in its
remand application: "He (Showik) has
to be confronted with Dipesh Sawant
and Rhea Chakrborty also, as there are
specific roles/ingredients of conspira-
cy theory, abetments and various
attempts to commit offences."

"The financial trail of all their pre-
vious transactions of drug purchase has
to be verified.... Further some charac-
ters are to be verified, who as per CDR
analysis, WhatsApp chat and prelimi-
nary interrogation are deeply
entrenched in the drug trafficking,
which is a serious threat to the public
safety and public health," the NCB stat-
ed in its remand application.

Indicating that Rhea would be
summoned for questioning in connec-
tion with the drug case, NCB's deputy
director general Mutha Ashok Jain
said: "We will be asking her (Rhea) to
join the investigation, and maybe to
some other people as well," Jain said.

"We will look into the inter-State
and international connections in the
drugs angle," Jain said, giving an indi-
cation of the extensive nature of the
investigations in the case.

The NCB's remand application
stated that it was seeking Showik's cus-
tody as for interrogation in view of the
fact that "he has given so many names
with whom he was dealing in drugs"
and went onto cite the grounds for his
custody."The NCB's remand application
mentions two alleged drug peddlers
Abbas Ramzan Ali Lakhani (21) and
Karan Arora who were arrested on
August 28 along with 46 grams of mar-
ijuana and 13 grams of ganja respec-
tively.

According to the remand applica-

tion, Showik used to facilitate drug
deliveries and payments through cash,
credit cards, payment gateways for the
contraband drugs.

Showik's involvement emerged
after the NCB Mumbai and New Delhi
teams on August 28 arrested Abbas R
Lakhani and Karn V Arora from old
Kurla and Chandivali, Powai, each
with possession of 46 gms of marijua-
na/ganja and 13 gms, respectively.

The two alleged drug peddlers dis-
closed the involvement of Zaid Vilatra
whose home was raided to unearth Rs
9.50 lakh, USD-2,081, 180 British
Pounds and UAE 15 Dirhams which
they confessed were the proceeds of sale
of drugs like marijuana/ganja/bud to
many people in the city.

Vilatra was arrested on September
2 and remanded to custody for 7 days
by the same court, and during interro-
gation, he revealed the names of a buyer
Abdel Basit Parihar, who was arrested
on September 3.The role of Rhea's
brother Showik Chakraborty and his
purported links with people nabbed by
NCB are under the scanner of the NCB.

Rhea, her parents Indrajit and
Sandhya Chakraborty, her brother
Showik, Sushaant's ex-manager Shruti
Modi and others have been named in
an FIR lodged by the actor's father KK
Singh with Rajiv Nagar police station
in Patna. It was on the basis of this FIR
that the Supreme Court ordered the
transfer of the Sushant Singh Rajput
death case to the CBI on August 19.

Rhea, her parents, her brother and
others have been booked as part of this
FIR under sections 341 (wrongful
restraint) 342 (wrongful confinement,
380 (theft), 406 (breach of trust),420
(cheating), 306 ( abetting suicide) and
120-B ( conspiracy) of the Indian
Penal Code. The CBI, ED and NCB are
investigating the case from different
angles.
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What should serve as a
caution to all not to let

their guard down, All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) Director Dr
Randeep Guleria on Saturday
said that the country is wit-
nessing a second wave of
virus infection in some of the
regions and as a result the
daily Covid-19 cases will con-
tinue to rise for some more
months.

He said that the pandem-
ic will continue till next year
though the curve will be flat-
ter instead of steep as being
witnessed presently.  

His comments come amid
a sharp surge in the Covid-19
cases with India's Covid-19
tally crossing the 4 lakh mark

and deaths standing at near-
ly 70,000 due to the infection.

India is the third worst-
affected country globally by
coronavirus with
Maharashtra,  Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu and Uttar Pradesh
accounting for over 62 per
cent of the active cases in the
country.  

Even as Union Health
Minister Dr Harshvardhan
had recently said that Covid-
19 cases will come down by
mid-November, Guleria said
that pandemic is likely to
continue till 2021. “We can’t
say that the pandemic will not
spillover to 2021 but what we
can say is that the curve will
be flatter instead of rising very
steeply. We should be able to
say the pandemic is ending

early next year,” Dr Guleria
said.  On being asked when
Covid-19 vaccine will be
developed, he said that if
everything goes well, it will be
ready by the end of this year.

Meanwhile,  a  senior

Heath Ministry official said
that the recovery rate in the
country has touched a record
high of more than 70,000
patients being discharged in a
single day.

“ With this high number

of Covid-19 patients recover-
ing and being discharged
from the hospitals and home
isolation, the recovery rate
now is 77.23 per cent. This
has also led to the declining
case fatality rate, which stands

at a new low of 1.73 per cent
today.

The daily testing capaci-
ties is on increase in the
country. For two successive

days more than 11.70 lakh
tests have been conducted
per day. 

A total of 4 crore and 77
lakh tests have been done so

far across the country. 
There are now 1,647 test-

ing laboratories operational
which cover all States/UTs,
said the official.

��"��*��
����������*���������#
���8��&&(��*���"���

 ��� &()��(*+"

To fight against Covid-19,
scientists have identified a

small neutralising antibody, a
so-called nanobody, that has
the capacity to block SARS-
CoV-2 from entering human
cells.

The study, published in the
journal, Nature
Communications, suggests that
this nanobody has the poten-
tial to be developed as an
antiviral treatment against
Covid-19. According to the
researchers, nanobodies offer
several advantages over con-
ventional antibodies as candi-
dates for specific therapies.

“We hope our findings
can contribute to the amelio-
ration of the Covid-19 pan-
demic by encouraging further

examination of this nanobody
as a therapeutic candidate
against this viral infection,” said
study co-author Gerald
McInerney from the
Karolinska Institute in Sweden.

The search for effective
nanobodies--which are frag-
ments of antibodies that occur
naturally in camelids and can
be adapted for humans--began
in February when an alpaca
(animal) was injected with the
new coronavirus` spike pro-
tein, which is used to enter our
cells.

After 60 days, blood sam-
ples from the alpaca showed a
strong immune response
against the spike protein.

Next, the researchers
cloned, enriched and analysed
nanobody sequences from the
alpaca`s B cells, a type of white

blood cell, to determine which
nanobodies were best suited for
further evaluation.

They identified one, Ty1
(named after the alpaca Tyson),
that efficiently neutralizes the
virus by attaching itself to the
part of the spike protein that
binds to the receptor ACE2,
which is used by SARS-CoV-
2 to infect cells.

This blocks the virus from
slipping into the cells and thus
prevents infection.

“Using cryo-electron
microscopy, we were able to see
how the nanobody binds to the
viral spike at an epitope which
overlaps with the cellular
receptor ACE2-binding site,
providing a structural under-
standing for the potent neu-
tralisation activity,” said study
researcher Leo Hanke.
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Those with vitamin D defi-
ciency are vulnerable to

coronavirus infection,
researchers have said in their
study published in journal
JAMA Network Open.

“Vitamin D is important
to the function of the immune
system and vitamin D sup-
plements have previously been
shown to lower the risk of
viral respiratory tract infec-
tions,” said David Meltzer,
MD, PhD, Chief of Hospital
Medicine at UChicago
Medicine and lead author of
the study. “Our statistical
analysis suggests this may be
true for the Covid-19 infec-
tion.”

The research team looked
at 489 UChicago Medicine
patients whose vitamin D

level was measured within a
year before being tested for
Covid-19. Patients who had
vitamin D deficiency (less
than 20ng/ml) that was not
treated were almost twice as
likely to test positive for the
Covid-19 coronavirus com-
pared to patients who had suf-
ficient levels of the vitamin.

“Understanding whether
treating Vitamin D deficiency
changes COVID-19 risk could
be of great importance local-
ly, nationally and globally,”
Meltzer said. “Vitamin D is
inexpensive, generally very
safe to take, and can be wide-
ly scaled.”

Meltzer and his team
emphasize the importance of
experimental studies to deter-
mine whether vitamin D sup-
plementation can reduce the
risk, and potentially severity,

of COVID-19.
Doctors from the Delhi-

based All Indian Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS) Dr
P Aparna, Dr S Muthathal, Dr
Baridalyne Nongkynrih, Dr
and Dr Sanjeev Kumar Gupta
too in their study in 2018 pub-
lished in journal PubMed
pointed out that the preva-
lence of Vitamin D deficien-
cy in India ranged from 40 per
cent to 99 per cent.

“We need to create aware-
ness among the public and
healthcare providers about
the importance of Vitamin D.
Our Indian diet generally fails
to satisfy the daily require-
ment of Vitamin D for a nor-
mal adult.

“This stresses on the need
for fortifying various food
with Vitamin D, through the
national programmes.”
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Researchers at Sree Chitra
Tirunal Institute for Medical

Sciences and Technology
(SCTIMST), an autonomous
institute under the DST, have
developed a canister bag lined
with super-absorbent material
for safe handling and disposal
of respiratory secretions in hos-
pitals for ICU patients of Covid-
19 and TB or those with copi-
ous respiratory secretions treat-
ed in the wards.

The super-absorbent mate-
rial containing an effective dis-
infectant is named
“AcryloSorb”.

“When the patient is admit-
ted to the hospital, secretions
are sucked into bottles or can-
isters using a vacuum line and
discarded through the waste
fluid disposal system after sub-
jecting to the decontamina-
tion process.

“There is a high risk of con-
tamination during the han-
dling, and the disposal needs
well-equipped sluice rooms
with disinfection facilities. The
safety threat and manpower
issues will be manifold in less
equipped hospitals or tempo-
rary isolation wards set up
during pandemics,” said a sci-
entist from the institute.

The canister bags can

absorb 500 ml of secretions and
solidify it immediately. In addi-
tion to that, the whole system
will be decontaminated within
no time because of the presence
of disinfectant, he said.

The SCTIMST team
behind the technology are bio-
material scientists and clinicians
Dr. Manju, S, Dr. Manoj
Komath, Dr. Asha Kishore, Dr.
Ajay Prasad Hrishi. The know-
how of the AcryloSorb suction
canister liner (CL Series) bags
has been transferred to
Romsons Scientific and Surgical
Pvt. Ltd for manufacture and
immediate marketing. The
approximate cost will be �
100/- for each canister liner bag.
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Emphasising on the impor-
tance of digital technology

in the challenging times of
COVID pandemic, President
Ram Nath Kovind on Saturday
said that our teachers are tak-
ing the help of this technology
to reach out to the children. 

Applauding the skills of
teachers in shifting to this new
technology driven teaching,
the President said that it is
important for all teachers “to
upgrade and update” their skills
in the field of digital technol-
ogy so as to make education
more effective and also make
the students conversant with
the new techniques.

Kovind was addressing the

Teacher's Day National Award
function which was held virtual
attended by many teachers
across the country and
Education Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank. A total of
47 teachers from across the
country, including women,
were conferred the National
Award by President Ram Nath
Kovind. 

The President in his speech
congratulated the winners of
the award and appreciated the
steps taken by the teachers in
order to improve school edu-
cation qualitatively.He
observed that about 40 per cent
of the winners of the National
Awards were women and
appreciated the role women
have played as educators.

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi also wished the Teacher's
on the occasion and congratu-
lated the awardees.

The national awards are
given on Teachers’ Day to cel-
ebrate the unique contribution
of teachers for infusing inno-
vative methods of teaching
and adopting best practices to
teach students. Some of the
finest teachers in the country
are honoured annually on
Teacher’s Day for their com-
mitment in not only improving
the quality of school education
but also enriching the lives of
their students.

Paying obeisance and trib-
utes to Dr S. Radhakrishnan on
the occasion, President Kovind
said the event gives an oppor-
tunity to pay respect to our
teachers for their commitment

and supreme contribution in
the lives of pupils. Describing
teachers as true nation builders,
the President opined that they
are instrumental in building the
character and knowledge of the
children.

Kovind said the online
education system has made it
obligatory for the parents to
join hands with the teachers
and encourage children to
evoke interest in new fields of
learning. Pointing out at the
digital divide, he also empha-

sised that steps should be taken
so that children from tribal and
far-flung areas are also bene-
fitted.

Talking about the National
Education Policy, President
Kovind said that the newly-
introduced policy is an endeav-
our to prepare our children for
future needs and has been
designed after considering the
opinion of various stakehold-
ers. It is now the teachers who
would be at the centre stage for
making the policy successful
and productive, he added. All
efforts are being made to make
the teachers competent to
implement the new National
Education Policy and only the
best would be chosen for the
field of education, the President
said.

0��
���#����
��������#���#� ��
%���������������

��&��	�����1
�&����
���
��� ���	 �
�������� ��
���

���,���
����������	��������
�&������	��������
�&

 ��� &()��(*+"

Claiming that BJP has made
steady inroads into

Scheduled castes and areas
inhabited by tribals in Odisha,
BJP president JP Nadda on
Saturday said the party would
form Government in the State
“very soon”.

Assembly polls in Odisha,
though, are still far off in
2024.

Nadda said in 2014
Vidhan Sabha,  BJP had
recieved 18 per cent votes,
while in 2019, it rose to 32
Percent.

“The day is not far when
we will come there in the gov-
ernment very soon,” said BJP
President J.P. Nadda while
addressing Odisha's state
executive meeting through
video conference.

“We need to aim for over
50 per cent votes in the state,”
he told the executive atten-
dees.

BJP president said
patients from Odisha need
not come to Delhi for treat-
ment as they can get treated
at Bhubaneswar AIIMS, for
which credit goes to former
PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
PM Narendra Modi, he said.

Detai l ing his  party 's
progress in Odisha, he said,
“We are happy that in the Lok
Sabha elections we got around
one crore votes here. In the
same manner, today we have
increased our sphere of influ-
ence in the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes where
there are 33 seats,” he said.

Nadda claimed that BJP
workers in Odisha have dis-
tributed nearly 7 lakh ration
kits, 60,000 sanitizers, 5.5
lakh masks and food packets
during the past few months.

Attacking the BJD
Government in the state, he
alleged, “I'm saddened that
we've not been allowed to
implement the Ayushman
Bharat in Odisha.

There are 2.4 crore people
who could've benefited from
the Rs 5 lakh medical cover-
age.” He said  said.

“I call upon CM Shri
Naveen Patnaik to allow PM
Modi's scheme to reach the
poor and needy,” Nadda said.
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The Congress on Saturday
hit out at the Centre over

the issue of recruitment to
Government posts, alleging
that the Modi dispensation's
thinking is “minimum
Government, maximum pri-
vatisation”.

With his tweet attacking
the government, party leader
Rahul Gandhi and other
Congress leaders tagged media
reports and a Finance Ministry
order which said there would
be a freeze on creation of new
posts except with the approval
of the expenditure department.

“Modi government's think-
ing -- 'Minimum Govt
Maximum Privatisation',”
Rahul said in a tweet.

The COVID-19 pandemic
is just an excuse and the inten-
tion is to make government
offices “free” of permanent
staff, he alleged.

“(Intention is to) Rob the
future of the youth and pro-
mote (his) friends,” Rahul
Gandhi said in a tweet in
Hindi targeting the prime min-
ister, and urged people to speak
up. 

Rahul also took a dig on
Modi for regulating the like and
dislikes comments on certain
social media sites and said he
would continue talking about

the government failures.
Congress also slammed

the Central government over its
latest circular on stopping cre-
ation of jobs in the govern-
ment. The party said “it is a
very alarming situation as the
country's economy is already in
doldrums”.

Addressing a virtual press
conference, senior Congress
leader Rajeev Shukla said: “The
Centre came out with the cir-
cular yesterday, in which the
creation of new jobs within the
government has been com-
pletely stopped.”

He said that the circular
issued by the Finance Ministry
suggests that new jobs “cannot”
be created at all, the vacancies
which are already existing
should not be filled.

“This is a very alarming sit-
uation, since country's econo-
my is already in doldrums. Our
GDP has gone down - 23.9 per
cent. International Labour
Organisation (ILO) report sug-
gests that 40 crore people are
going to be below poverty
line,” he said.

He said that the private sec-
tor is already into retrenchment
because their financial situation
is very bad and the government
is not helping them as well in
terms of loan waivers etc. The
Supreme Court is already hear-
ing the matter.
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The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has arrested former

member of Indian Nursing
Council Mahesh Chand Sharma
and his son Mohit Sharma, both
residents of Jaipur, in a money
laundering case relating to pos-
session of disproportionate assets
by a public servant.

A designated PMLA Court
at Jaipur on Friday granted 10-
day custody of both the accused
to the ED.

The ED had initiated inves-
tigation on the basis of FIR and
charge sheet filed by the Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB),
Jaipur against Sharma, his sons
Mohit, Ankit Sharma, his wife
Meena Devi and others.

Mahesh Chand Sharma had
worked in Health and Medical
department of Rajasthan
Government as Nursing tutor,
College of Nursing, SMS Medical
College and was also a Member
of India Nursing Council (INC),

New Delhi. 
He along with his associate

was trapped by officers of ACB
for accepting a bribe of � 5 lakhs
from a nursing institute for
adding the name of the institute
on the website of INC.
Investigation conducted by the
State ACB established that the
accused had amassed illicit earn-
ings worth �10.60 crore which
was 372 percent more than his
known/legal source of income,
the ED said in a statement.
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Except Bihar, Jammu-
Kashmir and Ladakh, the

Election Commission has asked
chief electoral officers of all
States to rationalise polling sta-
tions to ensure that there are not
more than 1,500 voters per sta-
tion.

“As one of the precautionary
measures of COVID-19 pan-
demic, the limit of number of
electors assigned to a polling sta-
tion has been restricted to 1,000
in the state of Bihar and certain
constituencies of other states
where general and by-elections
are due in the near future,” the
EC letter addressed to chief
electoral officers of all states
except Bihar and UTs of Jammu
and Kashmir, and Ladakh, said.

The EC said to restrict the
number of voters per polling sta-
tion to 1,000,states where polls
and bypolls are due have been
asked to create auxiliary polling
stations of all the main polling
stations having more than 1,000
electors as rationalization of
polling station could not be
undertaken in such constituen-
cies owing to completion of
summary revision 2020 in these
States, where general elec-
tion/bye elections are to be con-
ducted on the basis of electoral
roll finalized with reference to O
1.01.2020 as the qualifying date.

Bihar is going to the polls
later this year. While J-K has a

provision for a legislature, the
Ladakh UT had no provision for
an assembly. At present, Jammu
and Kashmir has no assembly
and the UT is under Central
rule.

The EC had earlier said the
number of voters per polling sta-
tion should not be more than
1,000 as one of the measures to
prevent the spread of coron-
avirus.

Bihar is the first state where
assembly elections are being
held amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

But for other states where
elections or by-elections are not
due, the number of voters per
polling station would now be
1,500, an EC functionary said
while explaining the letter.

“The Commission, taking
all aspects into consideration,
has decided that rationaliza-
tion/re-organization of polling
stations, as the case may be,
would be carried out in all
states/UTs on the basis of1,500
electors as maximum number
for a polling station, “ the letter
said.

In a statement issued on
Friday, the EC said it would hold
bypolls to one Lok Sabha seat
and 64 assembly seats “around

the same time” as the Bihar
assembly polls. 

While the dates have not
been announced, the Bihar polls
could take place in October-
November. 
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AA Rao was working as
Additional Secretary in

the Rajya Sabha Secretariat on
contract basis up to August 31,
2020. On being offered an
extension for another year as
OSD in the status of
Additional Secretary, Rao
expressed his inability to
accept the offer owing to per-
sonal reasons. Accordingly
the contract of Rao conclud-
ed on August 31, 2020 and he
relinquished the charge of
office of Additional Secretary
in the afternoon of the 31
August, 2020, as per the offi-
cial statement from Rajya
Sabha Secretariat.
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Jammu: Nearly three weeks after
the Vaishno Devi shrine in Jammu
and Kashmir's Reasi district was
reopened for pilgrimage,  the
shrine board has increased the
quota for pilgrims from outside
the Union Territory to 500 daily,
officials said on Saturday.

The shrine atop the Trikuta
hills was reopened on August 16
after  a gap of nearly five months
due to the outbreak of COVID-19
pandemic. A cap of 2,000 pilgrims
daily, including 100 from outside
Jammu and  Kashmir, was imposed
initially.

"The pilgrimage to the cave
shrine is proceeding smoothly
and picking  p pace with each pass-
ing day. Keeping this in view, the
quota of  pilgrims from outside
Jammu and Kashmir has been
enhanced to 500  per day, out of a
ceiling of 2,000 daily, till further
orders," said  Ramesh Kumar, the
Chief Executive Officer of Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi  Shrine Board.

He said the accommodations
provided by the shrine board at
Bhawan, 

Adhkuwari, Katra and Jammu
have also been opened for the pil-
grims,  by following all prescribed
standard operating procedures
(SoPs)  because of the pandemic.

All other supplementary facil-
ities for the comfort of pilgrims,
such as battery-operated vehicles,
passenger ropeway and helicopter
services, are also operating
smoothly by strictly following the
social  distancing norms and other
precautionary measures, Kumar
said.

"Besides the food stalls in the
shrine area en route to Bhawan,
free community kitchen at
Tarakote Marg and 'prasad Kendra'
at Sanjichhat  have also been oper-
ationalised by the board for the pil-
grims," he said. 

He said online booking for
'Shradha Suman Vishesh Pooja' has
also commenced.

The pilgrims are allowed to
undertake the pilgrimage after
registration  through online mode
only. This has been done to avoid
assembly of  people at the regis-
tration counters, officials said.

According to them, it is also
mandatory for the pilgrims to
wear  face masks and to undergo
thermal scanning at the entry
points.

Children below the age of 10
years, pregnant women, persons
with  co-morbidities and those
above 60 years have been advised
to avoid  undertaking the pil-
grimage for their safety from con-
tracting the coronavirus infection,
the officials said.

They said COVID-19 test
reports of pilgrims from outside
Jammu and  Kashmir and those
from 'Red Zone' districts of the
Union Territory  are being checked
at the helipad and the 'yatra' entry
points of  Darshani Deodi,
Banganga and Katra. PTI
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The BJP in Kerala, struggling to get roots in the State,
has been described by political opponents as well as

commentators as an entity with many groups and sub-
groups. The divisions within the Hindutwa brigade in the
State came out in the open as party’s Kerala president K
Surendran demanded a probe by the Kerala Police into
reports about narcotics trafficking allegedly with patron-
age from political leaders.

The last two days Kerala was agog with reports about
the involvement of Bineesh Kodiyeri, son of CPI(M) sec-
retary Kodiyeri Balakrishnan in the narcotics trade and
distribution happening in Kochi and suburbs. Mohammed
Anoop, a narcotics dealer who was arrested  recently by
the Narcotics Control Bureau from Bangalore had con-
fessed about his dealings with Bineesh Kodiyeri.

Surendran, while speaking to reporters at
Thiruvananthapuram on Saturday demanded that the State
Police should probe into the narcotics trade happening
all over Kerala in which the names of many film person-
alities have figured. The demand comes at a time when
other BJP leaders in the State express their lack of trust
in the Kerala Police, which they accuse as the handmaiden
of the CPI(M). On Saturday, BJP’s National Executive
member P Krishnadas, said that the steel bomb blast which
took place at a CPI(M) village in Kannur should be probed
by the central agencies. Three CPI(M) activists were seri-
ously injured when the steel bomb they were assembling
went off accidentally on Thursday

“The State Police has lost its credibility and has become
a weapon in the hands of the CPI(M) and the latter is
attacking political rivals with the police,” said Krishnadas.
Surendran and Krishnadas do not see eye to eye on any
issues and belong to opposite camps in the BJP.
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There is an attempt by certain
officers in the Customs

Department’s Kochi Office to
sabotage the probe into the gold
smuggling through diplomatic
channel which was busted by
the agency itself in the month
of July 2020, says a report by the
Intelligence Bureau.

The IB’s investigation was
based on a directive by the
Customs Department’s top offi-
cer in Kerala following the leak
of the submission made by
Swapna Suresh, one of the
prime accused in the case to the
Customs team probing the gold
smuggling.

A part of the submission
made by Swapna found to
media houses in Kerala and this
put the State BJP in the defen-

sive. The leaked portion
focused on the role of a jour-
nalist and a senior BJP leader
from the State in the scam. She
had told the investigation team
that the journalist had asked her
to make the UAE 
Consul General at
Thiruvananthapuram to
approach a union minister with
the request to declare the con-
signment addressed to the con-
sulate as diplomatic baggage.

The IB investigation, based
on phone calls received by
media houses from the
Customs Department, took
them to Padmarajan Nambiar,
a superintendent of Customs
who is a CPI(M) activist.
“Nambiar took the photograph
of the submission, transferred
the same to his wife’s mobile
phone and sent it to all jour-

nalists,” said the IB report
which was submitted to the
Customs Commissioner.

It has been found that
Nambiar was included in the
investigation team under the
orders   of Aneesh Raj, IRS, a
joint commissioner, who was
transferred to Nagpur. He had
denied the involvement of Chief
Minister’s Office in the scam
when asked by media persons
about a phone call received by
the Customs Office at the cap-
ital city.

Padmarajan Nambiar may
face departmental action also
because of his social media
postings. “The page looks like
a CPI(M) campaign material
and what he has posted is
against the service rules,” said
George Joseph, former super-
intendent of police.
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Youth is more vulnerable to this virus and
comprises 47.3 per cent of the total infect-

ed people in the district while elders over 60 years
of age contribute only 10 per cent. On a gender
basis, men are 65 percent while women comprise
34 percent.

The youth is under the illusion that they have
high immunity and will not be vulnerable to the
corona virus but the study of the number of age
groups broke this confusion.  From April to 2nd
September 2020, 4745 people have been affect-
ed by the corona virus in the district out of which
2245 people found in the age group of 18 to 45
years which contributes 47.3 percent of the total
infected patients. The second place is in the age
group of 46 to 60 years. Their number is 1331.
682 people under the age of 18 have been infect-
ed. At the same time, there are 482 people aged
above 60 years. Based on gender, there are 3109
males and 1631 females among the 4745 infect-
ed people.

According to Dr. VP Singh, Additional
Director, Medical Health and Family Welfare,
Aligarh Division, mainly youths are active in the
market that's why corona viruses are coming
from there. Youth should play an important role
in controlling the corona virus and understand
the seriousness of this pandemic, but they are
careless in using face masks, maintaining social
distancing, and frequent hand washes.
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Highway may soon become more comfortable as NHAI
has decided to widen the road from four lane to six

lane. Survey already started. Construction will start in
December and is likely to be completed in a 2-year time
frame. It will facilitate commuters from Aligarh to reach
Delhi smoothly.

NHAI already has land however some more lands may
be required for which government officials will soon meet
the farmers. Construction of this highway started in 2009.
Earlier it was seven meters wide which came under GT
road. Later, it was upgraded to four lanes by GAIPL. The
construction of 126 km road stretched from Lal Kuan in
Ghaziabad to Baoner in Aligarh costs 1450 crores. At the
time of construction, the National Highway Authority of
India (NHAI) had an agreement of six lanes with the com-
pany in which the condition was laid that even though
the highway is being made four lanes, the land will be
acquired for six lanes. Presently the traffic load has grown
manifolds leading to a jam at many places after Aligarh
and Gabhana.

According to P.P Singh, Project Manager, NHAI, cur-
rently survey is going on for Ghaziabad – Aligarh high-
way. It will be upgrade to six lanes as agreed during the
construction of four lanes highway, so there will not be
much problem in its construction. Work will likely to be
wrap up in two years
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Aligarh reported 130 new cases
including a basic education offi-

cer(BSA) taking the district case
reached to 5020 including 3491 recov-
ered patients. Today, 2247 people
screened, and 112 patients recovered
and discharged.

130 people have been found
infected in JN Medical College, Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyay Joint Hospital,
Private Lab and Antigen Test. The
Basic education officer also found
infected due to which there has been
a panic in the BSA office. Many peo-
ple came in contact with him. DM
Chandra Bhushan Singh said that
infected people are either admitted to
covid-19 hospitals or recommended
home isolation based on their symp-
toms. Samples have been taken for
family members and they are kept in-
home quarantine. Those in contact
will also be screened.

A corona sample is being taken on
the floor in the district hospital in
Malkhan Singh District Hospital,
samples of people for corona test are
being taken on the floor which is not
sanitized regularly for which some
people have objected.
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Saturday turned out to be a mem-
orable day in the history of

Madras Regimental Centre,
Wellington,   situated in the pic-
turesque Nilgiris in the Western
Ghats.  134 young recruits who
underwent a year-long training in
different aspects of military life were
inducted into the Indian Army in a
ceremonial function known as
Attestation Parade held at historic
drill ground of the Srinagesh
Barracks, where the lives of future-
soldiers are moulded.

Though held under strict Covid-
19 protocol, the parade had the usual
splendour. It is a special day for the
young soldiers to ‘graduate’ out of
MRC Wellington’s Basic and
Advanced Military Training as they
will be straightway posted in border
areas to save the country’s borders
from the intruding unwelcome
‘guests’. The cry “Thampi Kaisa?
Tiger Jaisa” (Thampi is Tamil for
young brother, as the MRC products
are addressed in Army parlance)

ranted the MRC campus from the
new soldiers  who will take position
in the western, eastern and  north-
ern borders of India.

The fresh, untrained youngsters
who joined the regiment fresh from
schools were trained in all aspects of
Army life and have turned out to be
smart soldiers. Brigadier Rajeshwar

Singh, Commandant, who reviewed
the parade and addressed the young
soldiers reminded them about
Saturday’s importance. 

“It is Teachers’ Day today. You
must cherish the values imbibed in
you by your instructors and that’s the
gift you can give them,” said the com-
mandant.
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Bengaluru: Karnataka will soon
reach its goal of conducting one
lakh COVID-19 tests per day as
it has increased the number of
labs and the tests done, Medical
Education Minister K Sudhakar
said here on Saturday.

"From one testing lab for
COVID-19 test, we have opened
108 labs in six months.

From 300 tests per day, we
have increased it to 75,000.

This will soon reach the
goal of one lakh tests per
day,"Sudhakar was quoted as
saying in a release by his office.

He said the state government
has shown its commitment to
contain the pandemic and has
been successful.

The Minister was speaking
after inaugurating the MVJ
Molecular Lab at MVJ Medical
College & Research Hospital at
nearby Hoskote

Stating that COVID-19 can
be prevented completely only
with the use of a vaccine, he said
the death rate in the state was
about 1.65 per cent and the aim
is to bring it down to less than

one per cent.
As of September 4 evening,

cumulatively 3,79,486 COVID-
19 positive cases have been con-
firmed in the state, which
includes 6,170 deaths and
2,74,196 discharges.

Bengaluru urban district
tops the list of positive cases,
with a total of 1,41,664 infec-
tions.

A total of 31,97,110 samples
have been tested so far, out of
which 73,192 were tested on
Friday alone, and among them
31,641 were rapid antigen tests.

Stressing the need to
improve the quality of the med-

ical education system in
Karnataka and also bring about
change, Sudhakar said a study of
the medical education system in
developed nations must be car-
ried out and measures that aid
the system here has to be incor-
porated to make this possible,.

"A decision will be taken in
this regard," he added. The
Minister noted that molecular
test labs should be opened  in
government medical colleges
and asked the Rajiv Gandhi
University  of Health Sciences to
look into it.

He said medical universities
must collaborate with interna-
tional  medical colleges to send
medical students from the states
clinical  expos and added that
this was necessary to provide
exposure to newer  findings in
the field of medicine.

"The state government had
planned to launch an initiative
this year, but it could not be car-
ried out due to Covid pandem-
ic.

However, it will be planned
next year," he added. PTI
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An Indian Army jawan was martyred while two others sus-
tained injuries in the ceasefire violation by Pakistan along

the line of control in Naugam sector of Kupwara district on
Saturday.

Separate incidents of ceasefire violations were also report-
ed from Shahpur,Kirni and Degwar sectors of Poonch at dif-
ferent intervals of the day. Across all the locations, the Indian
army retaliated strongly and gave them a befitting reply. 

According to Srinagar based Defence spokesman Col
Rajesh Kalia, "Pakistan initiated an 'unprovoked' Ceasefire
Violation (CFV) along the Line of Control in Naugam Sector
early Saturday morning by firing mortars and other
weapons". He said, a befitting response was given.

"One soldier laid down his life in the line of duty. Two
soldiers sustained injuries and have been evacuated to 92 Base
Hospital where their condition was stated to be stable", he
added

In Jammu, Lt Col Devender Anand said,  "around 9.15
a.m Pakistan initiated 'unprovoked' ceasefire violation by fir-
ing with small arms & intense shelling with mortars along
LoC in Shahpur, Kirni & Degwar sectors in District
Poonch. Indian Army retaliated befittingly, he added.
According to Lt-Col Anand, "at about 5.30 p.m Pakistan once
again initiated unprovoked ceasefire violation by firing with
small arms & intense shelling with mortars along LoC in
Shahpur, Kirni & Degwar sectors in District Poonch
(J&K)". Till the time of filing the report intermittent firing
was going on in the forward areas of Poonch sector.
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Lucknow: With 6,692 people
testing positive for COVID-19,
Uttar Pradesh on Saturday
reported the highest single-
day surge in the number of
fresh cases with state capital
Lucknow topping the chart
with 1,006 cases.

With 81 fresh COVID-19
deaths, so far 3,843 patients
have succumbed to the viral
disease in the state. The previ-
ous single-day highest spike in
COVID cases, registered on
August 30, was 6,233.

According to the UP gov-
ernment's Saturday health bul-
letin, the bulk of 81 18 deaths
was reported from Lucknow,
followed by seven deaths from
Kanpur. Gorakhpur and Hardoi
reported 5 deaths each.
Varanasi reported 4 deaths and
Ghaziabad three.

Deaths in single figures
were reported from each of the
75 districts of the state, barring
a few.  Allahabad reported 413
fresh COVID-19 cases followed
by 362 from Kanpur. Cases
were also reported from
Gautam Buddh Nagar  (213),
Gorakhpur (206), Saharanpur
(198), Varanasi (190),
Shahjahanpur  (184),
Ghaziabad (167), Meerut (156),
Pratapgarh (148), Bareilly
(133), Rampur (132),
Moradabad (128), Ayodhya
(124), Barabanki (120), Aligarh
(116), Jhansi (104).So far, as
many as 1,95,959 COVID-19
patients have recovered from
the viral disease.

The count of active
COVID-19 cases in the state
stands at 59,963, the bulletin
said. PTI
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Democratic presidential
candidate and former vice

president Joe Biden has said
that under his watch, America
is going to stand up for the dis-
sidents and defenders of
human rights in China.

“Under my watch America
is going to stand up for the dis-
sidents and defenders of
human rights in China,” Biden
said. “We have to lead not just
by the example of our power,
but (by) the power of our
example,” Biden said in
response to a question during
a virtual fundraiser.

“Look at the example we’re
setting around the world. This
guy has embraced every autocrat
in the world. And he’s poked his
thumb in the eye of our allies and
friends. And look at all the peo-
ple who know better. And they
remain silent,” Biden said as he
slammed the policies of
President Donald Trump whom
he is challenging in the
November presidential elections.
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Being a working American
during the Covid-19 pan-

demic has become a matter of life
or death due to the poor eco-
nomic policies of President
Donald Trump, Democratic
presidential candidate and for-
mer vice president Joe Biden has
said. “Ladies and gentlemen, no
matter what he (Trump) says or
what he claims, you are not safe
in Donald Trump’s America
where people are dying at a rate
last seen when Americans were
fighting in World War II. Donald
Trump’s malpractice during this
pandemic has made being a
working American life or death
work,” Biden said in his remarks
on economy in Wilmington.
“While there’s a disproportion-
ate impact on Black, Latino,
Asian American, and Native
American working class com-
munities — white working class
communities are being hit hard,
too,” Biden alleged while speak-
ing in front of a dark blue cur-
tain with a ‘Build Back Better’
poster hanging behind him.
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The First Family of the
United States is in love

with India, US President
Donald Trump indicated as he
noted that both his daughter
Ivanka and son Donald Trump
Jr along with Kimberly
Guilfoyle think a lot about
India and so does he.

“I know India and I under-
stood those young people
(Kimberly, Donald Trump Jr
and Ivanka) that you men-
tioned. They’re very good
young people. And I know
their relationship to India is
very good and so is mine,”
Trump told reporters at the
White House.

The President, who
describes himself as the best
friend ever of India and Indian
Americans in the White House,
was responding to a question
about the role the three impor-
tant members of his family are
going to play this election cycle
along with respect to the Indian
American community.

“Would Kimberly, Donald
Trump Jr., and Ivanka Trump,
who are very popular among
Indian Americans, would be
campaigning on your behalf
among the Indian Americans
with your views on India-US
relationship?” the president
was asked.

“I appreciate the nice sen-
timents. They think (Kimberley,
Don Jr and Ivanka) a lot of
India and so do I. And think a
lot of your prime minister
(Narendra Modi),” Trump said
in response to the question.

In the 2016 elections, the
Trump family had reached out
to the Indian American com-
munity, particularly in the bat-
tleground states of Virginia,
Pennsylvania and Florida
where both Ivanka, and Donald
Trump Jr along with his other
son Eric and daughter-in-law
Lara Trump held meetings
with the community members
and visited Hindu temples.

Ivanka, was the first mem-
ber of the Trump family to
make a trip to India after
Trump came to power. She led

a high-powered US delegation
to the Global Entrepreneurship
Summit in India in 2017.

Ivanka, frequently tweets
about issues related to India.
Having a star appeal in India,
Ivanka is also special advisor to
the president.

Donald Trump Jr, who is
heading the re-election 
campaign, has also made trips
to India. 

Last December he held a
special book-launch event for
Indian American community
in Long Island.
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Highlighting the great rela-
tionship that he has devel-

oped with Indian Americans
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, US President Donald
Trump said that he 
would think that Indian
Americans would vote for him
in the November 3 presidential
election.

We have great support
from India. We have great 
support from Prime Minister
Modi. I would think that the
Indian (American) 
people would be voting for
Trump,� the President told
reporters at a White House

news conference.
Trump was responding to

a question on a video titled,
“Four more years” released by
the Trump Campaign during
the Republican National
Convention last month.

Tweeted by Kimberly
Guilfoyle, national chair of
Trump Victory Finance
Committee and retweeted by
his son Donald Trump Jr, the
video conceptualised by Al
Mason, co-chair of the Trump
Victory Indian American
Finance Committee, has short
clips from the Modi-Trump
joint address in Houston last
year and Ahmedabad in
February this year.
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The tensions coursing
through the United States

over racism and policing are
likely targets for adversaries
seeking to influence the
November election, lawmakers
and experts warn — and there
are signs that Russia is again
seeking to exploit the divide.

Earlier this year, Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter pulled
down dozens of accounts with
names like “Blacks Facts
Untold” that had been fol-
lowed or liked by hundreds of
thousands of people. The
accounts were fake, created by
an organization in Africa with
links to Russia’s Internet
Research Agency. 

Similarly, this past week
Facebook announced it had
removed a network of accounts
linked to that “troll factory”
that had pushed out stories
about race and other issues.
The network had tricked
unwitting American writers to

post content to the pages. 
It’s a troubling but familiar

pattern from Russia, as the
Internet Research Agency
overwhelmingly focused on
race and the Black Lives Matter
Movement when targeting the
U.S. in 2016. The goal, part of
the Russian playbook for
decades, was to sow chaos by
posting content on both sides
of the racial divide. Indeed, “no
single group of Americans was
targeted by IRA information
operatives more than African-
Americans,” concluded a report
from the Senate Intelligence
Committee.

With the election just two
months away, some lawmakers
are worried that the Russian
efforts, now evolved and more
sophisticated than four years
ago, could again take hold.
They fear the Trump adminis-
tration’s decision to  limit what
it tells Congress — and by
extension the American people
— about election threats will
allow the propaganda to spread.
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Peter Strzok spent his FBI
career hunting Russian and

Chinese spies, but after news
broke of derogatory text mes-
sages he had sent about
President Donald Trump, he
came to feel like he was the one
being hunted.

There were menacing
phone calls and messages from
strangers, and anxious peeks
out window shades before his
family would leave the house.
FBI security experts advised
him of best practices — walk
around your car before enter-
ing, watch for unfamiliar vehi-
cles in your neighborhood —

more commonly associated
with mob targets looking to
elude detection.

“Being subjected to outra-
geous attacks up to and includ-
ing by the president himself,
which are full of lies and mis-
characterizations and just crude
and cruel, is horrible,” Strzok
told The Associated Press in an
interview. “There’s no way
around it.”

A new book by Strzok
traces his arc from veteran
counterintelligence agent to
the man who came to embody
Trump’s public scorn of FBI
and his characterization 
of its Russia investigation as a
“witch hunt.”

Dhaka: A gas leak in an under-
ground pipeline caused six air
conditioners to explode almost
simultaneously in a mosque
during Friday evening prayers
on the outskirts of Bangladesh’s
capital Dhaka, killing 17 peo-
ple, including a child, and
injuring 20 others.

Worshippers were at Friday
evening prayers when the blast
sent a ball of flames through
the Baitul Salat mosque in the
central district of Narayanganj,
officials said. At least 17 peo-
ple including a seven-year old
boy, succumbed to their
injuries at Sheikh Hasina
National Institute of Burn and
Plastic Surgeryhere, the Dhaka
Tribune reported.

About 20 victims are
undergoing treatment at the
hospital and are stated to be in
critical condition. Fire offi-
cials suspect accumulated gas
from a leaked pipeline trig-
gered a spark and all six air
conditioners on the ground
floor of the mosque exploded.

“A gas pipeline passes
beneath the mosque. We are
suspecting that gas leaked from
the pipeline and accumulated
inside as the windows were
closed. The explosion was
probably triggered due to

sparks when someone tried to
switch on or off the ACs or
fans,” Narayanganj Fire Service’s
Deputy Assistant Director
Abdullah Al Arefin was quot-
ed as saying by the newspaper.

According to reports, the
mosque committee had recent-
ly filed a complaint over leak-
age of the gas pipeline of Titas
Gas Transmission and
Distribution Company Limited.
Narayanganj Fire Service and
police have already initiated
investigation into the blast
while the company formed
another probe body to look
into the incident. Narayanganj
Superintendent of Police (SP)
Md Zayedul Alam visited the
victims at the institute and said
action will be taken if they
found evidence of negligence
against anyone in its inquiry.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina expressed concern over
the incident and issued direc-
tions to ensure all possible
medical care for the victims.

Witnesses said they found
five to six people coming out of
the mosque as soon as the blast
occurred. Worshipers, most of
them severely burnt, were
found lying on the floor,
according to them, the report
said. PTI 
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Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on

Saturday asked the auto com-
ponents industry to improve
productivity and look at
smarter solutions for becoming
preferred suppliers to cus-
tomers.

While addressing the
Automotive Component
Manufacturers Association’s
(ACMA) 60th annual session,
the minister said that there is
a huge demand for trusted
partners in resilient global sup-
ply chains.

“We should start taking
measures to tighten the belt,
improve productivity, start
looking at every element of cost
and smarter solutions to
become the preferred suppliers
to customers,” he added.

With perseverance
towards quality and bringing in
scale, the industry will certainly
become more export compet-
itive, he said.

He also called for innov-
ative financing for the auto
industry.

 ���� &()��(*+"

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Saturday

said India’s commitment to
reform is being taken serious-
ly by foreign investors, which
is evident from the good inflow
of FDI even during the time of
Covid-19.   B6etween April-
July, the Foreign Direct invest-
ment (FDI) into India stood at
USD 20 billion.

“India’s commitment to
reform is taken seriously by
investors abroad and they take
India to be a very desirable des-
tination, otherwise we would-
n’t be seeing good amount of
FDI coming even during the
pandemic time when India, as
many of our critics would say,
had the strictest lockdown,”
Sitharaman said.

Releasing the state rank-

ings based on the implemen-
tation of State Business Reform
Action Plan 2019, Sitharaman
said Aatmanirbhar Bharat
would help India build on its
strengths and become self-
reliant. “Aatmanirbhar Bharat
will lead to greater export
competitiveness, better pricing
and quality of exports, which
show the Indian skill of mak-
ing things to perfection,” she
said. Sitharaman said
Aatmanirbhar Bharat is not for
making India inward-looking,
but to build on its strengths,
one of the ways in which the
country can become more
competitive.  In the states’ ease
of doing business rankings
released on Saturday, Andhra
Pradesh retained the top posi-
tion followed by UP and
Telangana at the second and
third spots, respectively.
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Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Saturday asked

Indian automobile and com-
ponents industry not to depend
on imports and develop local
substitutes for products bought
from overseas, saying the coun-
try’s auto sector has the poten-
tial to be the top global man-
ufacturing hub. The Govt has
also taken several steps to
encourage Indian companies to
export more, and the compo-
nents sector has an opportuni-
ty to take advantage of mea-
sures like changing the defin-
ition of MSMEs, the Road
Transport and Highways min-
ister said while addressing the
annual session of  Auto
Components Manufacturers
Association of India .
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The Covid-19 pandemic pre-
sents an opportunity for the

Indian automobile and com-
ponents sector to become a
global hub, thereby helping
the country become self-reliant
and such a chance must not be
wasted, Hero MotoCorp CMD
and CEO Pawan Munjal said
on Saturday.

Speaking at the annual ses-
sion of Auto Components
Manufacturers Association of
India (ACMA), Munjal said the
auto sector can also lead the
way for other industries in
India in responding to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
“clarion call” for Aatmanirbhar
Bharat.

Bengaluru: Reeling under
huge losses due to heavy rains,
flash floods, landslides and
Covid-induced lockdown, the
Karnataka coffee growers
sought a bailout from the
Centre, including interest waiv-
er and rescheduling of bank
loans to recover from the nat-
ural disasters, an official said on
Saturday.

“Even as we were grappling
from Covid-induced extended
lockdown from April to June,
our estates have been badly hit
by excess rains, floods and
landslides in July and August,
causing huge damage to our
plantations,a leading grower
and state-run Coffee Board
Chairman M.S. Boje Gowda
told IANS here.

�	��� &()��(*+"

Even before bids for the first
set of coal mines for com-

mercial extraction get under-
way, the Government has fur-
ther revised the list of mines to
be offered under the new route.

Now a lower number of 38
coal blocks would go under the
hammer to the private sector
instead of 41 mines identified
earlier for the first round of
auctions.

The coal ministry has with-
drawn five mines: Morga South
Coal Mine, Fatehpur East,
Madanpur (North), Morga-II,
and Sayang Coal Mines from
the list of mines that were pro-
posed to be offered for com-
mercial mining.

It has, however added two

mines: Dolesara, Jarekela and
Jharpalam-Tangarghat (in
Chhattisgarh).

“Therefore, 38 coal mines
are offered for auction for
commercial mining under 11th
Tranche of Auction under
CM(SP) Act, 2015 and 1st
Tranche of Auction under
MMDR Act, 1957,” a statement
from the coal ministry said.

Though no reason has
been provided for changes in
the list of commercial coal
mines, it is largely on technical
grounds.

As part of the initiative of
opening up of the coal sector
and allowing the private sector
to commercially extract coal,
the government launched the
auction process for 41 coal
mines on June 18, 2020.
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The ambitious 508 km-long
Ahmedabad-Mumbai High

Speed Rail Project, popularly
known as the Bullet Train pro-
ject, will be impacted by the
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic,
officials said on Saturday.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his former Japanese
counterpart Shinzo Abe on
September 14, 2017 had laid
the foundation stone of the
ambitious Rs 1.08 lakh crore
($17 billion) project.

Speaking to IANS,
National High Speed Rail
Corporation Limited (NHSR-
CL) Achal Khare said, “Due to
the ongoing Covid-19 pan-
demic there is an impact on the
project as we are unable to do
many things.”

He said, “We cannot assess
how much impact this pan-
demic will have on the project
as this pandemic is continuing.”

He was responding to a
question if the Bullet train
project will be delayed or
miss its deadline of December
2023.

When asked about the
impact of the Covid-19 pan-
demic of the tenders, the
NHSRCL floated last year for
many works, Khare said, last
year we opened the tender for
the undersea tunnel project to
the Japanese bidders.

“Had there been normal
times things could have been
different, now the perception is
completely different. Now the
Japanese have opened this ten-
der for Indians, so this will have
an impact,” Khare said.
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Clowns, tightrope walkers, jug-
glers, magicians and dancers
does this sound like a fantasy-
land to you? If yes, then prob-
ably you have never ever visit-

ed a fully functional circus. And when one
talks about the circus, there is no way of
missing Rambo Circus, one of the biggest
and oldest circuses of the community.

The history of the circus is as big and
glorious as the circus itself. “The circus is
from the British Era. My father used to be
a helper in the Arena Circus for years.
Some years later, he realised that he need-
ed to do something big and that is when
he decided to take ownership of the
Arena Circus and merged it with two other
already running circuses. This was back in
1991. He then went on to do foreign tours
with the Circus. In 1993, he suffered a heart
attack and decided to return to India. All
these years, I was busy with my college, but
knowing about my father's condition, I
decided to join the circus. We then
thought of renaming the circus and came
across the word Rambo, which means
strength. We knew right then that this will
be the name of our circus,” Sujit Dilip, the
owner of Rambo Circus, tells you.

Owning a circus back in the 90s, he
says, was nothing less than having a king-
dom. “We were like kings. Such was the
grandeur of owning a circus. People from
all over India used to visit our circus. They
used to tell us that they have travelled 100
kms to come and see our circus. It felt
great. It was like a festivity for people and
they didn’t want to miss it at any cost,” Dilip
tells you.

However, with time the circus which
once worked with a strength of around 400
artists came down to merely 100. “We had
70 animals and for each animal there were
a minimum of two caretakers. From tigers
to lions and from elephants to chim-
panzees, we had all kinds of wild animals.
For each elephant, we had 3 mahouts. But
now, we are left with only 100 artists. The
reason being lack of funds and low expo-
sure,” he says.

Though, the craze of visiting a circus
has dwindled in the tech-savvy children
these days, Dilip agrees to disagree on the
fact. “The essence has not faded and it
never will. Those who don’t want to visit
a circus now is just because they have prob-
ably been to a bad one. People still love it
as much as they did in the past. If they did-
n’t, we wouldn’t be here working,” he
asserts.

However, running a kingdom-like
circus is not everyone’s cup of tea. More
so, when it comes to an ever changing
world like today. “The biggest challenge
that we have faced till date was when the
Government banned the animals in the
Circus. It was a task to get the circus run-
ning without them. Many circuses perished
after this ban. Sometimes when people

came to visit the circus and they got to
know that there are no animals, they asked
for a refund. Most of them said that the
reason they were here was just to see the
animals. It became hard to survive,” he tells
you.

In order to sustain without the ani-
mals, Dilip thought of inventing new
things and making use of technology to
keep the circus running. “We exchanged
ideas with other countries and used their
technologies to bring the circus to life even
without animals. We trained the artists in
learning new tricks and use the technol-
ogy to enhance the overall experience of
visiting a circus. Improved sound effects,
lighting and newer stunts were introduced.
In about two years, we were back on the
track, but those years were definitely very
challenging not only for me but for the
artists as well,” he tells you.

When one talk about circus and ani-
mals, there is a preconceived fact that all
animals are ill treated there. However, Dilip
denies the fact and tells you that his ani-
mals were like his extended family. “I loved
my animals like my family. There was a
tigress which fell ill due to old age. Her
treatment costed me �8,000 per day. Even
the doctor who used to come for her
check-up told me not to waste my money
on the tigress as she doesn’t have a lot of
time. But I told him that this is my duty,
she is my family and I cannot leave her by
herself. No matter what it cost, I will do
my best to not let her suffer till death,” he
says.

Not only that, Dilip used to feed his
lions a balanced diet with lots of protein
and multivitamins. “I used to put sea cod
liver oil in the lions’ diet. I gave them a bal-
anced diet to keep them healthy and
strong. But once they turn old, their fur
wears off and their skin coat becomes dull,
but that doesn’t mean that they are ill treat-
ed. It is all because of the age factor, it hap-
pens with human too,” he explains.

He travels back in time to tell you
about a chimpanzee, Billy, which loved his
caretaker so much that he couldn’t toler-
ate any boy looking towards her.
“Undoubtedly, the girl was beautiful and
Billy loved her so much that he hated it
when somebody looked at her or vice
versa. He used to get so agitated that he
threw stones at the boy until he goes away
from the vicinity. Animals have the abil-
ity to read people’s feelings and so was the
case with Billy,” he recalls.

Parting with the animals when the
Government banned them was hard for
Dilip and so he decided to keep Billy at his
residence. “Billy loved watching
Mahabharat. It was his favourite serial. One
day, while I was not at home, Billy was busy
watching the serial alone, soon after the
power supply went off and the care taker
was out to check in the reason. Billy
opened his cage gate and went to the near-

by salon where the barber was watching
Mahabharat on his TV. The barber freaked
out seeing Billy in his parlour and he shut
down the lights and the TV and drew the
shutter down. Billy got so angry that he
broke the TV. The barber then complained
about me and I was told by the police not
to keep a wild animal at the residence.
Then I had to send Billy off to another
organisation. He stayed there for a while
but died soon after due to a tragedy. Some
people at the organisation advised to put
robes in its cage so that they can play. I
asked them not to and told them that it is
risky. But to no good. Within a week, Billy
died because of getting choked by the
ropes. In fact all my animals died within
six months of parting with me,” he tells
you.

There are so many stories from the cir-
cus, he says, that we can make a web series
out of it. “If I had the clips and recordings,
I would have made a documentary. There
are so many interesting stories of animals.
Not to mention, when our artists used to
sleep in the lions’ cage. Had that man been
alive, I would have made a separate series
on him,” he tells you.

One thing that makes Rambo Circus
stand out from the clutter is the unity in
the team. “Like I said, many circuses were
not able to cope with the pressure and rein-
vent themselves. The reason why Rambo
Circus still stands strong is because we have
unity. We all are like one big family. One
example of this unity is when the lockdown
happened, I asked the artists to go back
home and that we will pay them.  Most of
them refused and said that we all are
together in this and that this is their home
and they don’t want to leave it. Also, like
I said the word Rambo itself means

strength, so we all gain our strength from
it,” he tells you.

All the artists come close to Dilip, but
there was a clown who was disowned by
his family and took shelter in the circus and
then became a family. “He was disabled
and his family disowned him because of
embarrassment. He started working with
a circus and met my father on a foreign
trip. When the circus was shut down, he
came to us for work. His acts was loved by
one and all and it got him a coverage with
his photograph in a newspaper. His fam-
ily saw the story and they started visiting
him. They brought him lunch every day
and convinced him of going back to the
village. He told me about his plans and I
said that you can come whenever you want
and leave whenever you want. You are free
to make a choice and that we will still be
a family. He went back, opened a shop and
gave all the property to his family. Once
his brother’s got the property papers
signed from him, they threw him out of
the house again,” he tells you.

Dilip adds that the clown called him
to join the circus again. “He came back and
spent the rest of his life at the circus. He
taught people English and Maths. He con-
sidered the circus as his family and spent
his money to fulfill his co-artists’ needs,”
he tells you.

In all his life, Dilip says, he never
encounter an aggressive animal in the cir-
cus. “Animals don’t become aggressive
without a reason. The most common one
being if a female caretaker is menstruat-
ing.  If she is, the animals can smell blood
and there are high chances of them going
wild again. Therefore, we always main-
tained transparency with all the caretak-
ers. If any of the girl was due for the month,

she would come and inform us and we
wouldn’t let her go near the animals.
Hence, no accidents were reported at my
circus,” he tells you.

Corona has been another big challenge
in Dilip’s life and in order to adapt to the
situation he thought of taking the circus
online. “We had so many plans of rein-
venting the circus. We thought of intro-
ducing animated animals through tech-
nology. But then the lockdown happened
and it was hard to sustain. We were able
to pay our artists for one month, but then
our funds got exhausted. That’s when a cir-
cus fan Lakshaya Foundation came up with
an idea to take the circus online. Now we
have gone online with a digitally produced
show Life Is A Circus. This is a virtual
fundraiser event and is aimed to raise
awareness for the cause and benefit the
Rambo Circus artists and their families to
come back strong and revive from the dif-
ficult situation. The show was available on
BookMyShow,” he tells you.

It is a welcome step and people loved
to see the circus online. “We got good
response from people. This is definitely a
testing time and most of the children are
left home bound. Hence, getting to watch
their favourite circus online was a treat for
the children,” he tells you.

Dilip has a request to make to the
Government. “The circus artists are not
recognised by the Government. They
don’t get any facility as compared to other
artists. I want the Government to recog-
nise this art form too and provide the
artists with basic facilities, if not more. In
many countries, there is a school in the cir-
cus premises for the artists’ children so that
they don’t waste their time and get into
drugs. But in India, we don’t have any facil-
ity. There are annual circus festivals that
happen abroad and many countries par-
ticipate in them, but it’s a shame that there
is no one to represent India. I want to see
the National Flag there and for this we
need the Government’s support,” he says. 

It is important for the artists to engage
and communicate with the circus artists
of other countries so that they can enhance
their craft, he says.

“There is a lot to learn from other
countries and for this we have to attend the
annual festivals. Circus artists get more
respect outside India. They are paid in
lakhs. The ticket of a show for one person
starts from �15,000 there whereas in
India it is just 100 or 200 bucks. If we will
increase the price, no one will come. There
is a lot to be changed for the artists in India
in order to take the art high,” he tells you.

He adds and tells you that the USP of
the circus are two sisters.

“The USP of our circus are two sisters
who enact aerial acts. They are the best of
the best. People from all over India come
to watch their performance, they are that
good,” he tells you. 
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Croat Borna Coric saved six
match points as he rallied
from 5-1 down in the fourth

set to stun Stefanos Tsitsipas 6-7 (2-
7), 6-4, 4-6, 7-5, 7-6 (7-4) and send
the fourth seed tumbling out of US
Open in the third round on Friday.

In the sort of late drama that
would on any other year have had
the Flushing Meadows
crowd baying for more,
Coric staged a remarkable
comeback at an empty Louis
Armstrong Stadium to reach
the fourth round after the
fifth set tiebreak.

The gritty 27th seed had
looked down for the count when
Tsitsipas twice served for the
match in the fourth set but the 22-
year-old Greek faltered with victo-
ry in his grasp.

Coric again had to come from
a break down in the fifth but
looked indefatigable even after 4
and 1/2 hours on court and
secured a famous victory on his
second match point.

“I just have to be honest and
have to say that I was real lucky,”

said Coric, who will face
Australian Jordan
Thompson on Sunday for
a spot in his first Grand
Slam quarter-final.

Earlier, Alexander
Zverev feared his tie with
Adrian Mannarino might
not go ahead due to coro-
navirus protocols but the
German secured a 6-7 (4-

7), 6-4, 6-2, 6-2 win
in a match delayed
almost three
hours due to
talks between
the organisers
and New York

health officials.
The third-round

clash was originally
scheduled to start at
2.30pm local time at
Louis Armstrong
Stadium but was
pushed back while
the United States
Tennis Association
engaged in “col-
laborative dia-
logue” with health
officials.

“I was told there is very little
chance that we were going to play,”
Zverev said courtside after the
match. “The New York State called
and said he (Mannarino) should-
n’t play.

“So it was back and forth, back
and forth... it was political, not
about us players.”

Zverev next faces Spain’s
Alejandro Davidovich Fokina,
who defeated Britain’s Cameron
Norrie 7-6 (7-2), 4-6, 6-2, 6-1.

Top seed Novak Djokovic
continued his dominance of Jan-
Lennard Struff with a 6-3, 6-3, 6-
1 win to advance to the fourth
round. The three-time champion

at Flushing Meadows and 17-
time Grand Slam winner

was never really pushed
by the German, who
has taken just one set
off the Serb in their

five career meetings.
The only

drama came early
on when Struff
had break-point
opportunities
but could not
c o n v e r t
a g a i n s t
D j o k o v i c ’s
serve in the
first game.
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Chelsea took their summer
spending spree to nearly

£200 million with the signing of
German international Kai
Havertz from Bayer Leverkusen
on a five-year deal on Friday.

Havertz’s arrival at Stamford
Bridge for a reported £71 mil-
lion ($94 million) is the Blues’
latest statement of intent as
they seek to cut the gap on
Liverpool and Manchester City
at the top of the Premier League.

The 21-year-old, who can
play as an attacking midfielder
or as a forward, joins interna-
tional teammate Timo Werner,
Hakim Ziyech, Ben Chilwell
and Thiago Silva in joining the
club for Frank Lampard’s sec-
ond season in charge.

“I am very happy and proud
to be here. For me it is a dream
come true to play in a big club
like Chelsea and I can’t wait to
meet all the players and the
trainers,” Havertz told the
Chelsea website.

Havertz’s move eclipses
Werner’s short-lived record as
Germany’s most expensive foot-
baller after he joined Chelsea for
53 million euros in June.

That is not the only record
Havertz has taken from Werner.

He succeeded the former
RB Leipzig striker as the
youngest player to make 50 and
then 100 Bundesliga appear-
ances since becoming
Leverkusen’s youngest ever play-
er when he made his debut at

17.
He scored 46 goals in 150

competitive games for
Leverkusen, including 18 last
season.

“Kai is one of the best play-
ers of his age in world football,
so we are very happy that his

future lies at Chelsea,” said
Chelsea director Marina
Granovskaia.

“He has proven pedigree in
one of the best leagues in
Europe, he plays for the German
national side and he is an excit-
ing, dynamic talent.”
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Raheem Sterling was England’s
hero as a turgid Nations League

encounter with Iceland exploded into
penalty drama in the final minutes,
with Gareth Southgate’s men emerg-
ing as 1-0 victors.

Harry Kane had an early goal
incorrectly ruled out but it soon
became a tale of frustration for
England against the side who
famously humiliated them against
the odds at Euro 2016.

Kyle Walker’s red card teed up
the prospect of another ignominious
outcome, but Sterling won a spot kick
in the final minute when Sverrir
Ingason — who, like Walker received
a second booking — handled his
shot following a right-wing corner.

The Manchester City forward
rolled his effort home before a fur-
ther stoppage-time sting in the tail.

Joe Gomez clumsily fouled sub-
stitute Holmbert Fridjonsson in the
box, although Birkir Bjarnason opted
for a contrasting approach to
Sterling's and blazed woefully high
and wide.

In Friday night matches, Edin
D�eko’s goal helped Bosnia-
Herzegovina hold Italy to a 1-1 draw,
ending the Azzurri’s record winning
streak at 11.

D�eko, who plays his club foot-
ball with Roma and is therefore no
stranger to Italy, put Bosnia ahead

near the hour mark from close
range on Friday.

Stefano Sensi equalised 11 min-
utes later with a shot that was
deflected in off a defender.

Roberto Mancini’s side had won
their last 11 matches coming into the
clash at the all-but empty Stadio
Artemio Franchi, with their last
fixture a 9-1 hammering of Armenia
in their final qualifying match for the
postponed Euro 2020.

Also in League A, the
Netherlands beat visiting Poland as
Steven Bergwijn tapped in for his first
international goal — giving the
Oranje 30 goals in their last 10 com-
petitive home games.

	! �� ,<&?!

Lewis Hamilton
claimed pole posi-

tion with a new lap record at Monza for
Sunday’s Italian Grand Prix with Valtteri Bottas
taking second in Saturday qualifying for anoth-
er Mercedes front row lock-out.

McLaren’s Carlos Sainz posted the third
fastest time and is joined on the second row by
Sergio Perez for Racing Point.

The session proved another humbling expe-
rience for out-of-sorts Ferrari with Sebastian
Vettel going out in Q1 and Charles Leclerc, who
won at the circuit last year, in Q2.

This means no Ferrari inside the top 10 at
Monza for the first time since 1984.

The championship leader and six-time
champion clocked a fastest lap in one minute and
18.887 seconds to beat the Finn by 0.069 seconds.
In pure speed, Hamilton’s track lap record per-
formance produced an unconfirmed fastest lap
in F1 history.

It was Hamilton’s record-increasing 94th
career pole position, his sixth in seven races and
his seventh in Italy.

“It wasn’t too bad,” said Hamilton, with a hint
of a smile.

“It was a fantastic performance from the
team — in terms of timing, when they put us
out on the track,” said Hamilton.

Max Verstappen was fifth for Red Bull,
Lando Norris qualified sixth in the second
McLaren ahead of Daniel Ricciardo of Renault,
Lance Stroll in the second Racing Point, Alex
Albon in the second Red
Bull and Pierre Gasly of
Alpha Tauri.

Bottas also broke the
track record twice and said:
“It was really close as I
expected. I am not
sure about the tow
— I didn’t have any
until the end and I
kind of felt the
benefit, but then
on the final lap I
was on my own
again.

“It was a
good place to
be, but obvi-
ously we
didn’t get any
gains in a
straight line.”

Brussels: With no fans to
cheer them on, four-time
Olympic champion Mo
Farah and Sifan Hassan
both broke the rarely run
one-hour world record at
the Memorial Van Damme
meeting.

In an empty stadium
because of the coronavirus
crisis, Hassan first
improved the previous
women’s mark of 18.517
kilometers set by Ethiopia’s
Dire Tune at the Ostrava
Golden Spike meeting in
2008 by covering 18.930
kilometers.

In the final race of the
meeting, which is part of
the Diamond League
series, Farah broke Haile
Gebrselassie’s 13-year-old
record of 21,285 kilometers
on his return to the track.
Farah, who ran with his
training partner Bashir
Abdi, established a new
world mark of 21.330 kilo-
meters.

Abdi took the lead
with five minutes left and
challenged Farah until the
closing stages but ended up
eight meters behind.

Farah switched to road
racing in 2017 but is plan-
ning to defend his 10,000
meters title at the Tokyo

Olympics next year.
“I’m very happy to

break the world record
today. What an amazing
way to do it and to show
people what is possible,”
said the 37-year-old Farah.

Hassan and Kenya’s
world marathon record-
holder Brigid Kosgei
fought toe to toe at the
King Baudouin stadium.
Hassan accelerated in the
final minute to leave the
marathon world-record
holder powerless in her
slipstream. Kosgei was later
disqualified for stepping off
the track.

“An hour is long. It
takes a lot of concentration
and focus. After the first
half I found my rhythm.
I’m really happy with this
record,” Hassan said. AP
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Two-time Grand Slam winner
Naomi Osaka battled into the

last 16 of the US Open on Friday,
requiring three sets to defeat 18-
year-old Ukrainian Marta
Kostyuk.

Osaka, the 2018 US Open
champion, needed 2 hours and 33
minutes to beat the unseeded
world No 137 6-3, 6-7 (4/7), 6-2
inside an empty Arthur Ashe
Stadium.

“She was very good. I’m kind
of scared of how she is going to be
in the future,” Osaka said of her
vanquished opponent.

Frustration got the better of
the Japanese fourth seed in the sec-
ond set. After recovering from 5-
3 to force a tie-break she threw her
racquet when Kostyuk tied the
match 1-1.

But Osaka’s experience came
through in the deciding set as she
held her serve and broke Kostyuk
twice to set up a match against
14th seed Anett Kontaveit. 

Kontaveit progressed by beat-
ing 24th seed Magda Linetter 6-3,
6-2.

Osaka, of Haitian and
Japanese heritage, walked onto the
court wearing a facemask embla-
zoned with the name of Ahmaud
Arbery, an unarmed black man
who was shot dead in broad day-
light while jogging in the town of
Brunswick, in southern Georgia,
in February.

Osaka is wearing different
masks honoring victims of racial
injustice and police brutality
throughout the tournament.

Germany’s 17th seed

Angelique Kerber also progressed
to the fourth round, making light
work of American Ann Li 6-3, 6-
4.

Kerber, the 2016 US Open,
will go up against Jennifer Brady
for a quarter-final spot after the
American 28th seed knocked out
Caroline Garcia 6-3, 6-3.

Petra Kvitova struggled with
unforced errors but still had
enough weapons to defeat
American Jessica Pegula 6-4, 6-3
to advance to the fourth round.

The two-time Wimbledon
champion had 28 unforced errors
and five double faults but moved
up a gear when it mattered to win
her first career meeting with base-
line battler Pegula.

Next up for her will be anoth-
er American in Shelby Rogers,
who earlier advanced with a 6-2,
6-4 win against compatriot
Madison Brengle.

In other games, eighth seed
Petra Martic swept aside unseed-
ed Varvara Gracheva 6-3, 6-3.

Martic will play Yulia
Putintseva in the last 16 after the
23rd seed powered past Vera
Lapko 6-3, 6-3.
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Ex p e r i e n c e d
Indian Rohan

Bopanna and his
Canadian partner

Denis Shapovalov
advanced to the second round
of the US Open men’s doubles
event after a straight-set win.

Bopanna and Shapovalov
hardly broke a sweat to get past
their American rivals Ernesto
Escobedo and Noah Rubin 6-2, 6-
4 in their tournament opener that
lasted one hour and 22 minutes.

The Indo-Canadian pair will
next play sixth seeds Kevin
Krawietz and Andreas Mies.

Bopanna is the lone surviving

Indian in the tournament after the
exits of Sumit Nagal and Divij
Sharan.

While Sumit Nagal bowed
out in the second round after los-
ing in straight sets to world No 3
Dominic Thiem, Sharan and his
Serbian partner Nikola Cacic were
knocked out in the opening round
of the men’s doubles event.
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Liverpool: Brazil midfielder
Allan reunited with Carlo
Ancelotti on Saturday after
moving from Napoli to
Everton.

The transfer fee was not
disclosed by the two clubs
but media reports esti-
mated it at 21 million
pounds.

The 29-
year-old Allan
played 61 games
under Ancelotti
when the
Everton coach
was in charge

at Napoli.
“It is a real pleasure to sign

for Everton,” he said after
agreeing a three-year contract
at Goodison Park.

“It is a club with a rich his-
tory in the Premier League,
has real ambition and then
there is professor Ancelotti.

“He has done everything
possible to bring me here.

It is the size of the club
and the name of the
coach which means
you don’t think

twice about com-
ing to Everton.”
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For the most part of the T20I
series-opener, it seemed
Australia looked like they

were going to put to rest pre-match
theories that they will be rusty
against England. For the most part
of the game, after overcoming ini-
tial hiccups, Australia looked like-
ly winners.

But in the part of the game
that mattered the most — the cli-
max — England prevailed.

In the end, Tom Curran held
his nerve as the hosts beat
Australia by two runs in a final-ball
thriller to win the first T20I at
Southampton on Friday and go 1-
0 up in a three-match series.

Australia, in their first com-
petitive match for nearly six
months, were making light work
of a target of 163 while captain
Aaron Finch (46) and David
Warner (58) were putting on 98 for
the first wicket.

But star batsman Steve Smith’s
exit for just 18 sparked a collapse
that saw Australia lose four wick-
ets for nine runs in 14 balls.

Chris Jordan, in his 50th
match, conceded just four runs in
the penultimate over that ended
with him running out Ashton
Agar.

A target of 15 off six balls
became five off one.

But Marcus Stoinis, having hit
a six off Curran earlier in the over,
couldn’t hit another six needed for
a win or the four that would have
tied the scores and taken the
match into a Super Over.

“I thought the bowlers really
came good in the last eight overs,”
England captain Eoin Morgan
later told Sky Sports.

“We managed to get the ball

talking a bit, Adil (Rashid) taking
those two important wickets to get
into that middle order and get it
exposed a little bit.”

COLLAPSE
Meanwhile Finch said either

he or Warner should have seen
Australia home.

“We knew that England were
going to keep coming hard and
they executed really well,” he said.

“I’d probably be more critical
of myself and Davey (Warner),
who got us off to good start and
neither of us pushed on to make
a match-winning contribution.”

Finch was soon into his stride
with a pulled four off express fast
bowler Jofra Archer — playing his
first white-ball international since
bowling the decisive Super Over
in England’s 50-over World Cup
final win over New Zealand at
Lord’s last year.

And on a ground where he
made 156 in a T20I against
England in 2013, Finch struck leg-
spinner Adil Rashid — arguably
the hosts’ best current T20 bowler
— for 14 runs in three balls, with
a huge straight six followed by two
extra-cover driven fours.

At the stage there looked like

only one winner was possible.
England didn’t take a wicket

until the 11th over when Finch was
unable to clear Jordan at mid-off
after lofting Archer.

Rashid then gave England
hope with two wickets in five balls
on his way to 2/29, with Smith
caught in the deep before all-
rounder Glenn Maxwell (one)
slapped him straight to Morgan at
short extra-cover.

That Maxwell was dismissed
off the last ball in Rashid’s spell will
frustrate Australia even more in
hindsight.

Archer then bowled Warner

off his pads to end the left-hander’s
superb 47-ball innings featuring
four fours.

Australia now had two new
batsmen on nought and Alex
Carey had made just one when he
was bowled by fast bowler Mark
Wood — one of three 50-over
World Cup winners recalled by
England, along with Jos Buttler
and Archer, following the drawn
T20 series against Pakistan.

Earlier, Australia held England
to 162/7 after Finch won the toss.

Kane Richardson took 2/13
from three overs and occasional
off-spinner Glenn Maxwell 2/14
from his three. England were on

course for a large total while
opener Buttler was making 44.

But Dawid Malan’s 66 — the
left-hander’s eighth score of fifty or
more in just 14 T20I innings —
was the only other contribution of
note.

Maxwell removed captain
Morgan for just five when he skied
Maxwell and Smith, running
round from long-on, held a good
catch under the Ageas Bowl flood-
lights. Malan completed a 37-ball
fifty before he holed out off
Richardson.

The bio-secure, behind closed
doors, series continues at
Southampton on Sunday.
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Realising that his days as an
England player are long

gone, former stylish batsman
Ian Bell on Saturday
announced he will retire from
all forms of cricket at the end
of the 2020 domestic season.

The five-time Ashes win-
ner has spent his entire career
with Warwickshire.

Bell has scored 7727 runs,
including 22 hundreds, at an
average of 42.69 in 118 Test
matches while in the ODIs, he
has 5,416 runs in 161 matches.

“It’s with enormous sad-
ness, but with equal pride, that
I am announcing my retire-
ment from professional crick-

et,” Bell said in a statement.
The stylish Bell, known

for his exquisite cover drives,
was Man of the Series in one of
the five Ashes triumphs and
was also part of England’s

memorable Test series triumph
on Indian soil in 2012.

“While my hunger and
enthusiasm for the sport that I
love remain as strong as ever,
my body simply can’t keep up
with the demands of the game
to the standard of which I
expect of myself,” Bell added.

Bell, 38, retired from ODIs
in 2015 to focus on Test crick-
et, but ironically, played his last
five-day game for England the
same year.

Bell has never played a Test
match since November 2015,
failing to add to his 118 caps.

“It’s true when they say you
know when the time’s right,
and unfortunately, my time is
now,” the 38-year-old said. 

New Delhi: The Sports Ministry on Saturday said
it has extended the contract of nine foreign coaches
and support personnel, including the High
Performance Director of athletics, with an eye on the
2024 Olympics, the 2022 Commonwealth Games and
Asian Games.

This decision was taken by the ministry with a
focus on the 2024 and 2028 Olympics, and to ensure
Olympic-bound athletes are able to train consistent-
ly with one coach and work on improving their per-
formance.

Speaking about the decision, Sports Minister
Kiren Rijiju said it will benefit the athletes tremen-
dously.

“There is a well-defined roadmap ahead for our
athletes as we eye the best of preparations for 2024
and 2028.

“This decision to extend the contract of the coach-
es will benefit our athletes as there will be continu-
ation of their training with the same coach.

“Coaches play the most vital part in moulding
our athletes to reach the elite level and this also
improves India’s chances in various major interna-
tional events going ahead.”

The performance of the coaches and support staff
will be reviewed annually, with the results of athletes
in major international events being the main indi-
cator.  PTI
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Royal Challengers Bangalore (RCB) head
coach Simon Katich feels that while

younger guys will feel lesser pressure in
empty stadiums but it could well be a chal-
lenge for the senior cricketers as they gear
up for Indian Premier League.

“Personally, I think some of the younger
players actually enjoy the fact that there will
be a little less pressure with less people at the
ground, creating all that noise and distrac-
tion,” Katich said during RCB’s YouTube
show Bold Diaries.

“I think it will be more of a challenge
for some of the older guys that are used to
the buzz of the crowd and getting their
adrenaline going. But I think there will still
be a lot of motivation within our squad to
go out and perform well,” he added.

Experienced mental conditioning coach
Paddy Upton had earlier said that cricketers
like Virat Kohli who depend on external
stimulation and are used to ‘pressure’ are
“really going to struggle” in front of empty
stadium but self-motivated players will “do
a hell lot better” in this year’s IPL.

Royal Challengers Bangalore led by
Kohli completed their mandatory quaran-
tine upon their arrival in Dubai and had
started their training camps last week.

Katich said younger players could make
an impact in this year’s tournament.

“I think the players will be motivated
enough as there is a lot at stake in terms of
the opportunity that it presents and the play-
ers want to make the most of that. They
know this is a big tournament,” said the for-
mer Australia cricketer.
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Sunil Narine’s former IPL cap-
tain Gautam Gambhir

believes that the mystery spinner
will be very effective for KKR
provided if he gets a “bit of grip
from the UAE surfaces” during
the Indian Premier League.

“If Sunil Narine gets a little
grip from the UAE wickets, he
will be very effective,” Gambhir
said on Star Sports show Cricket
Connected about his former KKR
teammate, who has been instru-
mental in their two title tri-
umphs. “For me, the most

important thing is that when
Sunil Narine is hiding the ball
during his run-up, it will increase
the difficulties for the batsmen.

It will be difficult to find which
ball will go away and which ball
will come in.

“Because the later you see
the ball in the hand, the more dif-
ficult it is for the batsmen.”

Gambhir feels if Narine
bowls at quicker pace he will be
way more effective.

“Rashid Khan is so success-
ful because of his pace and Sunil
Narine has been successful when
he has bowled quicker, it is a new
thing we have seen and this
might make him very successful
in the IPL,” the former India
batsman said.

��2� ������� The much-awaited Indian Premier
League (IPL) schedule will be released on Sunday,
chairman Brijesh Patel said on Saturday.

All eight teams are currently awaiting the
release of fixtures but due to different quaran-

tine rules in Dubai and Abu Dhabi, IPL’s oper-
ations team took time to finalise the sched-
ule.“The IPL schedule will be released on
Sunday,” Patel told PTI.

It is expected that defending champions
Mumbai Indians and runners-up Chennai
Super Kings will be pitted against each other
in the first game of this edition of the tour-
nament on September 19.

The upcoming 53-day edition is by far
the longest in the history of the league and
the number of double headers is expected to
be reduced this year. PTI
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Australia is willing to give recalled all-rounder
Marcus Stoinis a longer run to help him evolve

as a finisher in the mould of former India skipper
Mahendra Singh Dhoni, said vice-captain Pat
Cummins.

Stoinis’ unbeaten 23 off 18 balls was not enough
as Australia slipped from 124-2 to 148-6 to lose the
opening T20I against England.

Australia have a lot of quality players who bat
in the top-order for their domestic T20 sides but the
world number one team is still searching for a bats-
man in the middle-order who can finish off games.

Opening the batting, 31-year old Stoinis scored
705 runs for Melbourne Stars to top the BBL runs
chart last season. However, his inability to rotate the
strike early in the innings has been one of the rea-
sons why he was left out of the 2019 World Cup.

“It’s something we’ve spoken about for exactly
that reason — they’re all the best players when they
go back to playing domestic comps,” Cummins was
quoted as saying by Sydney Morning Herald.

“You could argue that middle-order role is one
of the hardest in any cricket team. That’s what we’ve
identified, we’ve got to give guys a go.

“Someone like MS Dhoni, he was one of the best
in the world because he played 300-400 ODI games.
You saw during this week’s practice games we gave
a lot of guys a go in that.”

Cummins said Australia has identified the roles
and wants to give the players

enough game time to cement
their places.

“We know it’s not going
to happen overnight.
That’s been a common

theme that selectors and
Finchy (Aaron Finch) have
spoken about: we’ll identify

roles and give them a long
run in that. “I think

we’ve got the right
squad, the right
players, it’s about
getting plenty of
games into
everyone now,”
the pace
s p e a r h e a d
said.
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Former England skipper
Nasser Hussain has praised

top-order batsman Dawid
Malan for his “incredible” con-
sistency in T20 cricket, saying
the left-hander delivers every
time he comes out to bat.

The 33-year-old Malan,
who made his debut in the
shortest format of the game in
2017, has notched up a ton and
seven fifties in the 14 T20Is he
has featured in.

Malan has been in red-hot
form in T20 cricket. After play-
ing out an unbeaten 54-run
innings against Pakistan last
week, he was adjudged the man

of the match for his 43-ball 66
against Australia which helped
England win the first T20 by 2

runs on Friday. 
“Every single time, he deliv-

ers. T20 is not that easy to be
consistent because at times you
have to go in and give it a bit of
a smack, he has been incredibly
consistent,” Hussain told Sky
Sports.

“What I like about him is
that he doesn’t overhit. He’s got
long levers, but you never real-
ly see Dawid Malan slogging,
he’s in real control of all those
shots,” he added.

The 52-year-old also feels
England currently have a very
strong limited-overs side with
several quality players going up
against each other to get into the
team.
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Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) chair-
man Ehsan Mani is against the idea

of someone from among the ‘big three’
nations of India, England and Australia
becoming the next ICC chairperson, say-
ing it would be “healthier” for the game
to select someone from other boards.

Mani said there was some kind of
“politics introduced” by BCCI, Cricket
Australia and England and Wales Cricket
Board (ECB) in the ICC.

The ICC chairman’s post has been
lying vacant since July after the depar-
ture of Indian Shashank Manohar. The
ICC Board is yet to take a decision on

whether the process to choose the new
chairman should be based on a two-
thirds majority vote or a simple major-
ity. 

“It’s unfortunate it has taken so long.
The politics introduced by Australia,
England and India in 2014 to protect
their positions — now they are struggling
to unwind it because it doesn’t suit them
anymore,” Mani was quoted as saying by
the Forbes magazine.

“It would be healthier to have some-
one (the chairperson) not from the ‘big
three’.”

Mani, who served as the ICC chair-
man from 2003-06, however, quashed
speculation that he is interested in the top
job.

“I was never interested. A few of the
directors asked me but I told them that
I’m there to only serve Pakistan. I’ve done
it all before.”

Colin Graves, whose term as ECB
chairman ended on August 31, has
been touted as a candidate, as has BCCI
president Sourav Ganguly. The names of
New Zealand Cricket chairman Greg
Barclay and former Cricket West Indies
head Dave Cameron are also doing
rounds.
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The Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) has refused to give No-
Objection Certificate (NOC) to pacer Mustafizur Rahman after

he was approached by IPL franchises, in view of the national side’s
scheduled tour of Sri Lanka beginning next month, according to
reports.

The left-arm pacer was approached by Mumbai Indians and
Kolkata Knight Riders for the upcoming season in the UAE, both
of whom had one of their pacers withdrawn from the squad, a report
in cricbuzz.com said.

While Mumbai Indians replaced Lasith Malinga with James
Pattinson, KKR are yet to find a replacement for Harry Gurney.

However, BCB refused the NOC since Bangladesh are set to
tour Sri Lanka for a three-match Test series scheduled to start on
October 24, at a time when IPL will be played in the UAE.

“Yes, he (Mustafizur) had an offer from the IPL but we did not
give him NOC as we have the Sri Lanka tour coming up,” BCB crick-
et operation chairman Akram Khan was quoted as saying by
cricbuzz.

The 24-year-old Rahman, however, has not
been in Bangladesh’s Test plans since March 2019.
He took 20 wickets in the 2019 World Cup, after
which he has only played ODIs and T20Is for
Bangladesh. In 13 Tests since 2015, Rahman has
picked 28 wickets.

He last played in the IPL in 2018, turning out
for Mumbai Indians. In seven matches that
season, he took seven wickets at an aver-
age of 32.85 and an economy rate of 8.36.

He had returned from his stint in
2018 IPL with an injury, after which
BCB president Nazmul Hassan had
said he won’t be allowed any more
NOCs to participate in overseas
leagues. The BCB had allowed
Rahman to register for the IPL auc-
tion last year but he went unsold.

The BCB is planning a week-
long residential camp later this
month ahead of the upcoming
tour of Sri Lanka. Rahman is
expected to be a part of the
camp. 
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Relegation and promotion will be an
intrinsic part of Indian Super League

from 2024-25 season as this has been
“agreed upon by all stakeholders”, All India
Football Federation general secretary
Kushal Das said on Saturday.

Before that, he said the I-League
winners will get “direct slots” in the top-
tier ISL in 2022 and 2023.

Das also said the AIFF was delighted
at East Bengal finally getting an investor,
clearing the decks for the century-old club
to enter the ISL from this season itself.

He said the inclusion of the two icon-
ic clubs — Mohun Bagan and East Bengal
— in the ISL formed the basis of Indian
football’s road map. “Going forward, in the
next two-three years Indian football will
have a structured road map in terms and
relegation and promotion,” Das said.

“The road map is for the next two
years... The winner of I-League will get a
direct slot in ISL purely on sporting
merit from 2022.

“Then, from 2024-25 there will be pro-
motion, relegation where the bottom-
placed team in ISL will be relegated to the

second tier and the I-League winner will
be promoted to ISL. This is the road map
agreed by all stakeholders,” the top official
added.

He also expressed his satisfaction at the
recent developments concerning East
Bengal, after months of uncertainty.

East Bengal on Wednesday got an
investor with West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee announcing a joint
venture of the century-old club with
Kolkata-based Shree Cement company.

In an unprecedented announcement
at the state secretariat, Banerjee said with
the coming in of Shree Cement, East
Bengal is “self-sufficient to complete the
formalities” to play in the ISL.

Das called it a “fantastic” news, com-
ing close on the heels of Mohun Bagan’s
entry into ISL after merging with ATK.

“We have always wanted Mohun
Bagan and East Bengal to be in ISL. That
was the basis for the whole road map, we
have always believed legacy cannot be
ignored. There were little bit of concerns
but it’s sorted now.”

Das knows it’s a win-win situation for
both the clubs, which have huge fan base,
and the league.
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Star Australian opener David
Warner felt “bizzare” playing in

front of empty stands during the
first T20I at Ageas Bowl but he is
not complaining as it was the first
time he was not “abused” by hos-
tile English crowd. 

Warner was at the receiving
end of repeated crowd jeering
during the World Cup in England
last year following his role in the
infamous ball-tampering scandal
in South Africa. He got the same
treatment in the subsequent
Ashes series. But there was none
like that on Friday during the first
T20 match  as there were no fans
present at the stadium. 

“It was the first time I’ve been
here (England) and not got abuse.
It was quite nice!,” Warner said
after the match.

Asked if the T20I felt like a
game between arch-rivals
England and Australia without
fans in attendance, he said, “From
a crowd perspective, no. It was a
bit bizarre.

“You get that up and going
(from the crowd). That’s why we
love playing home and away.
There’s home advantage and away
advantage,” the 33-year-old left-
handed batsman said.

“But we’re always up for
international cricket. We’re just
grateful to be back playing and
want to make the most of that.”

Warner said there were no
excuses to offer for the defeat and
his side were outplayed by
England.

“Towards the end they
(England) bowled exceptionally
well, they knocked us over quite
comprehensively,” said Warner.
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We live in an era of smart tech-
nology. Smartphones, smart
watches, smart speakers,

Smart TVs, smart doorbell, smart
switches, smart CCTV cameras, the list
of how technology is changing our lives
is endless. So much so that the present
pandemic has made researchers come
up with smart fabric.

A tech start-up, Muse Nanobots,
has launched nanotech coating for tex-
tiles that can inactivate the Coronavirus
within five minutes of contact. These
nanocoated textiles can offer enhanced
protection for common people to trav-
el and provide greater safety to front-
line healthcare, hospital, hotels and
restaurant workers.

A study was conducted with the
US-based Situ Biosciences which spe-
cialises in providing microbial product
testing. The aim was to understand the
effectiveness of nanobots antiviral coat-
ing on Coronavirus 229E. It showed
that it inactivated 99.99 per cent of this
virus within five minutes of contact
time. The study was conducted in
accordance with ISO 18184, the inter-
national standards for determining
antiviral activity of textile products.

Gautam Reddy, CEO, Muse
Nanobots tells you that the nanocoat-
ing causes the RNA of the virus to come
out. “The moment the RNA comes out,
the virus becomes deactivated and can’t
repopulate and no longer infectious.
The coating has been tested on
Coronavirus 229E. However, the coat-
ing has not been tested on SARS2-
COVID-19. However, Coronavirus
229E is from the similar family of
Human Coronavirus. It as the same
closed envelop membrane. We antici-
pate that the coating will have a simi-
lar effect on SARS-2-COVID-19 too,”

Reddy says.
The reason why they have not been

able to test the nanocoating on SARS-
2-COVID-19 is because they have not
been able to get the sample of the virus
since the research institutes are using
it for development of the vaccine. But
he tells you that they are in touch with
biotech firms and we want to get the
testing on SARS-2-COVID-19 as well.
“The testing on Coronavirus 229E has
made a strong point in our favour that
there is an antiviral coating and we want
to test it on SARS-2-COVID-19. We are
expecting the results by the end to this
month,” Reddy says.

The nanocoating requires a phys-
ical coating. Either the textile firm can
send the fabric to Muse Nanobots for
spray coating since the aim is to ensure
that the fabric retains the coating for at
least 50 washes or the coating machine
can be installed on the industrial lines
directly that can spray the fabric so that
every metre of fabric that comes out in
the line is antiviral in nature.

Sai Prasanth, co-founder of Muse
Nanobots tells you that they are one of

the first Indian technology companies
to prove, via clinical testing and vali-
dation, the coating efficacy of their
product on the Coronavirus. “The
coating has also displayed a strong anti-
bacterial activity on human pathogen-
ic bacteria like Escherichia coli, and
Staphylococcus aureus, among others.
The coating makes the textile surface
self-sanitising and provides a germ
resistant surface.  This shows that the
coating on textiles can become an
added layer of protection in the fight
against this pandemic.”

However, Prasanth is quick to add
that while the nanocoating offers sub-
stantially enhanced protection against
Coronavirus, there are other ways in
which COVID-19 can spread like
while shaking hands with others or
through droplets/coughs and hence,
users should adhere to social distanc-
ing and follow the guidelines to protect
themselves against COVID-19.

“What makes us different from
other antiviral fabrics that are in the
market is that their fabrics are in asso-
ciation with international brands. They

are generally using silver and other
chemicals whose toxicity is yet to be
proven. We are using chemicals that are
non-toxic in nature. Also, we are a Make
in India start-up. This means that our
costing is way lower; it will be 50 per
cent cheaper than what the interna-
tional offerings. We want to take it to
as many industries as soon as possible
since it is the need of the hour,” Reddy
says.

He tells you that the future is all
about antiviral fabrics. “The world in
the last couple of decades has seen three
pandemics – SARS, MERS and now
SARS-2-COVOD-19. Then there are
hospital acquired infections which is a
major concern since it causes death as
well. Hence, the antiviral fabrics is the
way forward even when the present
pandemic is over. In order to make it
available for the common man for daily
use, we are working on developing a
method where it can be bottled or
applied on the fabric through laundry
but will have a lower wash number. But
this research is at a nascent stage of
development,” Reddy tells you.

For now, one will have to buy the
fabric from retail and get it stitched. Or
the ready-to-wear clothing brands can
coat the fabric with nanocoating and
make garments and sell it off the
shelves. The good part is that every
clothing that comes with the nanocoat-
ing will carry a tag stating the same. For
now, the testing has been done on cot-
ton, polyester and non-woven fabric.
“As and when other fabrics come our
way, we will do the testing on new fab-
rics. Also, the coating has been testing
to withstand temperatures up to 70
degree C. The coating has been tested
to have a shelf life of three to six months
as well,” Reddy says. 

�What is Gangs of Filmistan about?
It is the first ever comedy non-fic-

tion show. The show is very topical
because in challenging times like these
humour has a major part to play. Our
intention is to make people have a good

laugh and forget all their worries
atleast for one hour, from

Monday to Friday. We all
are going through a
tough time, so our
focus is to spread
positivity and smiles
via this show. As the
name suggests, the

show is related to
films. Various

artists will be
performing on
stage and I
will be seen
in a different
avatar — a
don — and I
will be watch-
ing people

perform from
a distance. I am

given a new
responsibility this

time and I am excited

to be a part of the show.
�What made you say yes?

There are many reasons why I took
up this project. First, I am seen in a
new avatar. Second, I didn’t have any
plans of doing this show, I was to shoot
a film but then the lockdown happened
and things got postponed. That is
when, I was offered this show and I
thought this is the right platform to
help people relax and unwind during
the current time. 
�You have played the two most popu-
lar characters — Gutthi and Dr
Mashoor Gulati. What is takes to
come up with such characters that
remain relevant for years?

This is my passion and also my job.
Mujhe yahi aata hai aur mujhe maza
bhi isi mein aata hai. I don’t know why
people love these characters so much,
may be because I enjoy playing them
that’s why the audience loves them too.
However, my focus is always on doing
things that I love doing. There is no
rocket science behind it.
�What is comedy for you?

In simple words, something that
can entertain people and make them
laugh. Aur agar ek soch bhi jaagruk ho
jaye toh bohot acha hai. There are hun-

dreds of thousands of ways to do it and
I know a couple of them and I practice
a few. �Did you always know that
comedy is your field?

Yes. Since I was in school, I used to
mimic my teachers and friends. While I
did that, my classmates used to laugh
and I never understood why are they
enjoying so much. Gradually, I started
performing on stage during my college
days and people always enjoyed my
acts. I started liking it and after my
graduation when I was a bit mature to
understand things, I thought of pursu-
ing a Masters degree in Drama. Thanks
to my family, who allowed me to
explore this field without having an
idea of how the industry works and the
future in it. And after a lot of struggles,
I am here today doing what I enjoy the
most.
�Some memories from your school
days.

Once, I was mimicking my princi-
pal in front of my classmates during
school hours and the whole class was
having a fun time. I was in Class VIII
back then. That was when, my teacher
walked in the class and stood right
behind me. I was too busy mimicking
that I didn’t even realise and soon after

one of my classmate stood up and told
the teacher about my doings. The
teacher asked me to do it again and I
apologised, but he insisted that I should
do it again. So I did. The teacher smiled
and took me to the principal. My ears
turned red out of fear. I was asked to do
it again in front of the principal and
fortunately he laughed it off. From
there onwards, I gained confidence and
there was no stopping. However, it was
all in good spirits and I maintained his
dignity.
�Did you ever get in trouble because
of this?

Not in trouble, but yes I got scolded
from a stranger. We went on a vacation
to Mount Abu with family and friends.
I started acting that I have lost my
brother. All my friends were watching
me from a distance and enjoying. I was
crying and roaming and just then this
person saw me and said that he will
find my brother. When he started look-
ing here and there, he realised that a
group of  around six people were stand-
ing and laughing at me. He understood
that I was faking it and he scolded me a
lot. He shouted and said it was wrong
to play with people’s emotions, I too
realised that what I did was wrong.

� What is Final Solution about?
It is a play that I wrote back in 1990. It is about prejudices and

our experiences and how we transfer personal resentment on to
others. This is what the play explores. This is based on the riots in
the 80s in Ahmedabad. But the play is still relevant since we still
see prejudices against outsiders, against migrants, people from dif-
ferent religious backgrounds and gender bias.
� How did you hit upon this idea?

Actually, Alyque Padamsee had approached me back then. He
had just finished production of one of my earlier plays. He asked
me, if I would like to write a play about Hindu-Muslim conflict.
That I when I did my research. It took me one-and-a-half years to
write it. That is when I realised that the conflict is more about selec-
tive memory and transferred resentment.
� The topic is explosive. Were there any apprehensions while
writing it?

I know that the play would be about tolerance. It is about com-
ing to terms with our demons and settling diversity, differences and
animosity. We can have differences without it leading to animos-
ity. Why do we feel threatened?  We are probably the only ones in
the world to be insecure by a minority group. Where is this com-
ing from? Why is it so easy for vested interests to manipulate this?
I hope these are some of these questions that the play raises when
people watch it. Hope viewers can have some kind of introspec-
tion.
� You have directed and written some iconic plays like Dance
Like a Man and Murder that Never Was. How did you come up
with these stories?

First, I would like to clarify that the Wikipedia page is wrong.
I never wrote The Murder that Never Was, I have nothing to do
with this play. I don’t know why I am associated with it. Dance Like
a Man is based on my guru. I learnt Bharatanatyam in my teens
and early 20s. Somewhere the story became a play. I wrote this play
in 1988. My guru had been through Independence and how things
have changed but not so much for the art form. There was a time
during the British era there was an anti-nautch movement because
they thought that the Indian dance was too erotic and immoral
for them. Moving from that to an economy-driven country, the arts
is still not mainstream. I thought telling a story how Bharatnatyam
dance survived through all this, is what this play is all about.
� How did you get interested in theatre?

I saw my first play when I was 12 and I was bitten by it as an
audience. The thought of 500-1000 people watching something live,
something that is not being projected but right in front of the eyes
with bright light, bright make-up and bright costumes – it was so
rich on colour and sensuous for me and attracted me. Then later,
I joined a theatre in Bengaluru. One of the good things about
Bangalore Little Theatre is that they give opportunity to young peo-
ple. I was directing plays at a young age and learning at the same
time. That was the starting point and there was nothing else that
I wanted to do. Even though I assisted my father in his business
for 10 years, I did theatre on the side but finally I decided to do it
full-time.
� Has the theatre scene changed?

It has changed for the better. For me it was all about drama
and conflict in the halls with an audience but the trend then shift-
ed to experimental theatre with smaller theatre halls like Prithvi
Theatre which focused on going off the beaten track and staging
plays even if they didn’t appeal to a thousand people. Now, it has
got even more intimate, at least here in Mumbai where they would
transform a hall or even a classroom making it a place with 20-50
people. This lends itself to a different theatrical exploration.
� What are some of the challenges you face to put up a play today?

Theatre has always faced challenges. Back then it was outreach;
how do you publicise yourself. It was very expensive to do so and
the conventional way was through the sponsor. Now we don’t need
that, it can be done through social media. Having said this, today,
production cost, transport, availability of actors, moving from one
place to another and place to rehearse are the challenges.
� How does the idea of a play being aired on an OTT platform
sit with you?

First, it is a great way to document things. We talk about
Manohar Singh or Ebrahim Alkazi’s theatre but how much of their

performance is documented. We may have
some photographs but before that came in,
all has been lost. Airing it on OTT plat-
forms is a great way to preserve work for

future generations about what we are
doing today and what our ethics are.

While, it may not be the same as seeing a
live play, this is like a translation — like

we do from Malayalam to English. But this
is done, one loses something but gains as well.
� What next?

I am working on a full-length play which
may go on the floor early next year.

I am also directed a play that
was broadcast last week on
Zoom. I have been busy
teaching — online classes.
I have been fairly occupied
the last four-five months.
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With the arrival of the festive spell,
second half of the year is always

full of excitement. As the festive sea-
son rolls, people start prepping up to
celebrate it with their loved ones. And
picking up the most appropriate out-
fit for the occasion becomes the first
step of the preparations. Be it women
or men, they leave no stone unturned
to dress their best during the festive
season. Men too go an extra mile to add
an eccentric touch to their festive out-
fits.

With the on-going transitions in a
man’s fashion preferences, this season
is ready to embrace innovative trends
that are sure to add an extra dose of
panache to their traditional look. To
help you select the apt outfit and acces-
sories for the festivities we have some
styling tips for you that will perfectly
set the mood for the celebrations.

Here are some styling tips to help
you select and accessorise the suitable

outfit for the occasion.
Keep it simple
2020 is experiencing the return of

simplicity in full swing and for all the
obvious reasons. Opting for a com-
fortable jacket and accessorising it with
a colorful pocket square will definite-
ly prove to be a winning bet during the

festive spell. 
Pay attention to detailing
Fine detailing on a simple outfit

will always ensure that your attire
becomes the focus of many compli-
ments. Picking a classic lord of Giza
shirt in deeper tones with piping on the

collar, satin tapes on the shirt when
complemented with crystal buttons
and collar pins is enough to give a fash-
ion complex to your peers during the
festivities.

Look good — from head to toe
Another good choice for the fes-

tive celebrations is to pick short band-
hgalas which can be teamed up with
subtle colored khakis or tapered
trousers. A pair of pointed shoes with
this will definitely add an oomph to
your style and make heads turn at every
gathering.

Petite add-ons work wonders
Your ethnic attire is incomplete

unless you pair your bandhgala suits
with magnificent tiny add-ons — cuf-
flinks. These little accessories bring out
the best in you by imparting an elegant
look at all times. 

Up your game with lapel pins
Festive outfit without a lapel pin

feels like you are missing out on an

essential part of the dress. Lapel pins
with intricate designs when worn cor-
rectly with jackets, bandhgalas or
shirts will always ensure that you look
as good as you feel.

Footwear to complete your look
A right pair of footwear takes your

dressing a notch higher. Be it brogues,
tassels or monk straps; when paired
with the festive outfit is just enough to
make a lasting impression at any gath-
ering. Leather loafers with basket
weave designing are also a good option
to invest in, this festive season.

Every tradition is complimented by
the different trends of fashion. With
every trend one follows and every fash-
ion statement one flaunts, tells many
things about their personality and
choices. So this season, give a stylish
makeover to your ethnic attire and don
these fresh looks with a bang!
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Talktime
SUNIL GROVER

Grover, who rose to fame for playing characters
like Gutthi and Dr Mashoor Gulati, speaks
with Musba Hashmi about what it takes to
come up with such characters, his new show

— Gangs of Filmistan which airs on
Star Bharat, and also shares some

memories of his school days
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In every adversity lies the seed of
an equal or greater opportunity.
So goes the age-old maxim by
author and propagator of the
modern genre of personal-suc-

cess, Napoleon Hill. This adage also
defines my perspective towards life, an
adage I respect and abide by to delin-
eate the forthcoming future, a future
that today stands altered dynamically. 

Now, for a minute, let’s cast aside
the current Covid-19 pandemic situa-
tion and think otherwise. Irrefutably,
we combat adversities in life from time
to time. There are two discrete ways in
which the human mind acts in response
to such contexts. Some flourish and
unearth avenues to combat the chal-
lenge, even as, for some, merely getting
up in the morning becomes a dreadful
chore. To the pessimist, adversity can
mean despair, hopelessness and the
unnerving feeling that things will never
get better. The optimist always sees the
glass half full realising that every hard-
ship has a silver lining and looks into
the future for the long-term conse-
quences of their choices.

Now, let’s talk about the situation
we are confronted with. The pandemic
is deepening economic, political and
social stress in 213 countries and terri-
tories globally. 24 million cases and ris-
ing even as I write this article. At least
8,30,000 people have lost their lives and
the virus is wreaking havoc in every
nation with flattening the curve a dis-
tant target to realise and no respite in
sight. 

Financial markets are plummeting,
employment has taken a drastic hit,
businesses across the globe are grap-
pling to device viable strategies and
structural shifts in the very way they
function. Our healthcare workers and
facilities are being so overburdened that
doors are being closed to new patients. 

In short, conditions are appalling.
On its face, when presented with

the intensifying set of challenges, every
country, every leader, every organisa-
tion had two options. To give into the
crisis and be vanquished or rise like a
phoenix from the ashes and knuckle
down. While the former was not an
option, it never has been for any for us,
we knew while the road was going to be
rough, we had to drive through and
conquer the unconquerable. 

Agreed, while people are losing
their jobs at a rampant rate, there also

are vivid evidences that show how
employers, companies and businesses,
both conglomerates and small enter-
prises are standing shoulder to shoulder
with their workforces to ensure they are
safe and sheltered from the tempest.
They are ensuring and safeguarding
that their teams and their families are
protected. Survival is a basic human
instinct, then why fear failure when you
can embrace the learnings? 

Clearly, once the screeches of the
pandemic dwindle, the scale of
what needs to be achieved is

going to be truly staggering. So, here’s
tip number 1. 

There are undeniable lessons we
could draw from our neighbour and
manufacturing giant China. China’s
success in building a globally competi-
tive skilled workforce and transforming
itself as the world’s manufacturing hub
can be attributed to its technical and
vocational education system. 

Another country that India could
draw inspiration from is Brazil. Despite
tackling a difficult fiscal and economic
situation, Brazil has developed rapidly
over the last decade and a half in terms
of employment and revenue. Strategic
investments that prepared young people
for jobs and entrepreneurship played a
significant role in this growth. 

This brings me to my next tip. By
2022, whilst India aims to create a
resource pool of 500 million skilled
workers, it will likely also surpass
Germany to become the fourth largest
economy trailing only the United
States, China and Japan. Currently,
India stands at a historical juncture,
with enormous potential to procure
rich economic benefits in the forthcom-
ing decades. The rapid growth in the
country’s population would be accom-
panied by an unprecedented demo-
graphic transition, with far-reaching
consequences on economic growth. 

We live in a world that’s technically
mutating and quickly transitioning into a
knowledge-based economy that demands
a new generation of educated and skilled
individuals. With half of India’s popula-
tion under the age of 25, 2/3rd less than
35, (2) there’s a critical need for scaling
up concerted efforts to enhance skill
development in India. Despite having the
world’s largest youth population, we are
not fully capturing this potential demo-
graphic dividend — over 30% of India’s

youth are NEETs — not in employment,
education or training.

The next indicator I am going to
talk about is crucial. India’s competitive
edge will be determined by its citizens’
ability to create, share and use knowl-
edge effectively in a global economy
which is experiencing a broad-based
cyclical upturn. An increasing propor-
tion of skill developed population will
provide a window of opportunity to
improve labour productivity, increase
domestic production, enhance revenue
from services, increase savings and
reduce the burden of old residents on
the working population. This is highly
significant because the two largest con-
tributors to India’s economy, the ser-
vices and manufacturing sectors need
highly trained workers. 

The above tip certainly needs to be
backed with the next tip which is to ele-
vate and strengthen the agricultural
sector, the very backbone of India’s
economy. We still are an agricultural
economy, which ensures food security
for the entire country. Over the years,
the sector comprising a workforce of
220 million has been in enormous dis-
tress with productivity dwindling at a
rapid rate and marred by farmer sui-
cides. Training interventions in agricul-
ture call for creating awareness about
the need for skilling and upskilling
rural youth and productivity enhance-
ment that produce growth and sustain-
ability. Additionally, the Food &
Agriculture Organisation of the United
Nations has declared if women had the
same access to productive resources as
men, they could raise total agricultural
output in developing countries by 20%
to 30% and reduce the number of hun-
gry persons in the world by 12-17%. 

Empowering and investing in
women farmers is a pre-requisite to ful-
fill India’s vision of the Sustainable
Development Goals that aims to end
poverty and hunger, protect the envi-
ronment, improve health parameters
and empower all women. Their voices
need to be heard at both policy and
implementation levels if we are to
realise the dream of a progressive
nation. Women farmers in India per-
form most of the big farming jobs, from
sowing to harvesting, yet their access to
resources is less than their male coun-
terparts. Closing this gender gap is
essential in order to accelerate the pace
of growth in the agriculture sector.

But, skill development alone is not
going to matter unless it is comple-
mented with employment generation,
particularly when around 12.8 million
people are entering the job market year
on year. In order to accomplish this,
and this is my next word of advice —
there has to be an intensive focus on
industries that are labour intensive and
not merely capital-intensive, or technol-
ogy driven. Instead of adopting a top-
down approach, change should start
from the grassroots preventing people
from lurking in the dark when agendas
are initiated. 

Automation and advances in arti-
ficial intelligence is already alter-
ing the manufacturing and engi-

neering sectors which promises to be
the mainstay of the economy with more
and more people coming out of farms.
This brings to my next opinion. Our
youth need to be imparted skills for
jobs where humans will not be replaced
by robots or algorithms like creative
endeavours, healthcare, teachers, coun-
selors, lawyers, analysts and skilled
trained workers like plumbers, carpen-
ters and electricians. We have to create
an economy led by design, innovation,
creativity and entrepreneurship to bring
about a transformation. Strengthening
the mid-market segment in India to
create more jobs and re-skilling the
workforce to take up the new jobs
which will be emerging. 

Here is my next tip. Evidently, apart
from meeting its own demand, India
has the potential to become the world-
wide hub for outsourcing skilled man-
power. India once poised as the global
outsourcing hub is now viewed as a
prospective supplier of world-class
labour. As the global labour force
approaches 3.5 billion in 2030, inequal-
ities will continue to grow as lower skill
workers face unemployment, underem-
ployment and stagnating wages.
Increasing globalisation and digital
presence is resulting in greater cross-
border outsourcing. There is massive
need for global efforts to ensure a
steady influx of high-skilled labour to
meet increasing industry demands and
avoid a global unemployment crisis. 

Nonetheless, achieving this is a
mammoth task that will require infra-
structure, capital and changes to govern-
ment policy. 600 million people will join
the global workforce by 2030 with 60%

of this populace emerging from China
and India. This underlines the impor-
tance China and India, with the latter
being touted as a forerunner in this race,
in providing the global labour market
with skilled, employable workers. 

We have only 30 years to reap the
benefits of the world’s largest youth
workforce and in a globalised economy,
a large pool of skilled workers is indis-
pensable for attracting industrial invest-
ment including FDI. In light of this,
here comes my subsequent purpose. A
knowledge economy requires us to
develop workers-knowledge workers
and knowledge technologists-flexible,
analytical — and become the driving
force for innovation and growth. To
achieve this, we need a flexible educa-
tion system: basic education to provide
the foundation for learning; secondary
and tertiary education to develop core
capabilities and core technical skills. 

To my final thoughts: A young
nation with a large digitally enabled
middle class, India is breaking new
ground across all segments. But, we
need more solutions that are rapid,
solutions that will make us self-sustain-
able and resource-efficient.
Opportunities, both at home and over-
seas are boundless, but we need to build
on our capacities in order to achieve
macroeconomic stability. The math is
simple. If we forgo building our skills
and capabilities that will drive innova-
tion, India will stagnate. GDP is merely
a number, a synonym for the economic
resources available for people to con-
sume, for the standard of living and
thus choices that are available. A north-
bound GDP is not enough to ensure
sustainable economic well-being of a
nation or the health of its businesses. 

We have to start thinking beyond
sheer numbers. We have to think about
transforming the way our economy truly
creates value, address key societal needs
and support a vibrant entrepreneurial
sector thereby creating jobs. As the world
increasingly confronts technological
changes and sustainability challenges, I
truly believe that India can offer an
exemplar for other growth markets with
the intellect, energy and creativity of a
young nation that it possesses. With con-
certed effort rapid, equitable and sustain-
able growth is achievable.

The writer is CEO and Founder,
Assiduus, an e-commerce brand and dis-

tribution company 
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For our nation and for the
democracies across the
world, it is about time to

reflect upon and evaluate our
progress not just in the areas of
economy but also and increasing-
ly so, in the areas of civil liberties,
equality and inclusion that involve
women’s rights and equality, equal
opportunities regardless of caste
or religion, promotion of free
enterprise and entrepreneurship,
impartial law enforcement and
justice system, among many oth-
ers. This sort of periodic evalua-
tion of the health of the nation
should be conducted by people
and the people representatives of
a young and progressive nation,
especially one like ours. 

We cannot become complacent
and assume that national stability is
assured despite the presence of
internal conflicts. Our current day
world is filled with examples of
failed states where the government
and its citizens did not properly
address internal conflicts in their
early stages. Be it Somalia, Sudan,
Zimbabwe, or Venezuela (there are
close to 30 states based on World
Bank data), the reason for the fail-
ure is inevitably unaddressed inter-
nal conflict(s). 

According to World Bank,
one of the leading indicators of
such failure is the breakdown of
public debate and disenchantment
of its citizens in that nation’s pub-
lic policy. Conversely, nations
where healthy public debate is
alive and citizens are engaged in
public policy, those nations have
continued to perform well across
centuries (for example, USA, UK,
our own nation for the past seven
decades) 

Daron Acemoglu (of MIT)
and James Robinson (of
University of Chicago) make a
compelling case in their book,
Why Nations Fail, for the four key
ingredients that create nations
that endure for the really long
term. Those key ingredients are
— freedom to move across social
classes, freedom to choose any
type of work, fair and transparent
justice system, and freedom of
press.

As a nation, we may have
done reasonably well thus far, in
the last three of the four ingredi-
ents but not so well on the free-
dom or ability to move across
social classes thereby enabling
poorer citizens to move to get
richer. If one were to look at the

income inequality as measured
by Gini Index, India had a Gini
Index of 32.1 in 1983 versus 37.8
as of 2011 (based on latest figures
from World Bank). A higher
value for Gini Index indicates
that the income disparity
between the richest and the
poorest is greater for that society
vs a lower value. By that mea-
sure, in the last 30 years, India
has progressively gone down the
path of ever-increasing income
disparity (Gini Index is up by
almost 20%) with our country
doing only marginally better
than USA (at 41.4) while doing
worse than UK (at 34.8). Apart
from that, top 10% of the popula-
tion in India has an income level
that is 9.6 times that of the bot-
tom 10% of the population.
Another way to think about that
metric (R/P 10%) is that the top
10% earn as much in 10 years as
the bottom 10% earn in 100
years. The R/P 10%is even worse
for other free market capitalistic
democracies including UK (at
13.8 times) and USA (at 18.5
times).

For the leaders of democratic
nations, such income disparity
should be sending an alarming

red signal (as a sign of internal
conflict), as such state of affairs
will become untenable in due
course. Over the past century, it
has been clearly established (with
per capita productivity and
incomes have multiplied 4-6 times
of what they were in 1900s —
GDP per capita has gone up by
440% for India, by 480% for UK,
and by 580% for USA) that the
current day capitalistic democra-
cies function well for a single gen-
eration but that design breaks
down when applied across multi-
ple generations. If we look across
generations, there is very little
social mobility as the rich get
richer while the poor get poorer,

and this leads to an ever-widening
wealth and income gap. In the
past, these widening gaps were
reset by violent and bloody revo-
lutions including the French revo-
lution in the 18th century, the
Bolshevik revolution in the 19th
century Russia, or the Khmer
Rouge in Cambodia in the last
century.

One potential long-term solu-
tion to address that ever-widening
economic inequality between the
rich and the poor, is a new form of
government known as Paracracy.
Paracracy that also forms the cor-
nerstone on which my new novel,
Pokhran is based and forms the
foundation for establishing a pro-

gressive society within the barren
desert land near Pokhran village,
represents a form of government
where almost everything is main-
tained “as-is” in the current day
free market capitalistic democra-
cies, with one big exception being
that none of the citizens will be
bequeathing their inheritance to
the next generation. 

As the etymology suggests,
par which means equal (Latin)
and kratia which means rule
(Greek), proposes a new form of
governance in which every citizen
will start their life at the age of
twenty-one, with no wealth inher-
ited from their parents or any rel-
atives and friends. From that

point on, each of the 21-year-olds
will be free to amass as much
wealth as they legally can, without
any constraints, so no commu-
nism and at the time of their
death (or their spouse’s death),
that wealth will be passed on to
the State. The State would invest
the property and wealth thus
accumulated from its citizens into
education, infrastructure projects,
defence, law enforcement and
social services to take care of the
sick and the disabled. Such gover-
nance will ensure that there is a
no generational build-up of
wealth and no ever-widening
income inequality, as every gener-
ation starts out with a clean slate. 

It is a bold new way of nation
building, where the citizens emi-
grate on an individual basis after
they have explicitly agreed to the
first principle of no inheritance.
While a governance model with
no inheritance might seem too
far-fetched in the current times
but then it was no easy journey
for even democracy to become a
strong contender to monarchy. It
took close to 500 years, after
Cleisthenes first established
Athenian constitution on a
democratic footing in 508 BC,
for democracy to stabilise in
Greece. And for that we should
all forever be thankful to
Cleisthenes. 

It is our collective responsibil-
ity to upgrade the 2,500 year-old
institution to strengthen the parts
that have worked really well such
as the right to life and the right to
liberty and improve the parts that
haven’t worked so well such as the
right to a level playing field,
regardless of whose womb you are
born in. Paracracy could be that
one bold step towards an attempt
to reduce the economic disparity
between the rich and the poor,
creating equal opportunities to
one and all enabling wealth gen-
eration purely on capabilities. 

The writer is an economist and
an engineer with keen interest in

philosophy. He is also the author of
newly released book, Pokhran 

We met our neighbours for
the first time yesterday,
after two and a half years
of moving in to our pas-
toral suburban villa in

Goa. It is not because we have been
socially distancing ourselves all this
while. The neighbours were a lovely cou-
ple and during our brief meeting we got
along well too! However, until now, our
neighbouring villa had been lying vacant
as it serves as a holiday home for its own-
ers who come by for about five days a
year. In fact, of the total seven villas in
our compound, ours is the only one that
does not serve as a holiday home for its
owners. Further more, in all of Goa,
21.8% of homes are similarly lying
vacant.

Goa leads amongst states with the
maximum number of vacant houses in
India. The beaches and the remnants of
its once hippie culture still draw people

from India and abroad to have a foot
here. Gujarat with 13.7% of its homes
vacant is second in place. Himachal
Pradesh has 11.8% homes vacant, while
Maharashtra has 11.2%, NCT of Delhi
has 11.1% vacant homes as per the last
census.

The fact that 7.4% of India’s homes
are lying vacant is not a problem in itself.
However, the fact that these completed
homes with electricity and water connec-
tions are vacant despite the country’s esti-
mated housing shortage of close to 20
million, is what makes this an abom-
inable paradox. 

To make matters worse, the vacant
homes in India are heavily skewed
towards the country’s poorest socio-eco-
nomic group. Also going by the last cen-
sus, 56.18% of the shortage too pertains
to households with annual incomes of
�1,00,000, and 39.44% is for those with
annual incomes of less than �2,00,000. It

is indeed the poorest in India who have
inadequate shelter. 

The situation is even more dismal
when one considers the tragic case of 11-
18 million children in India who live on
the streets everyday with or without their
families. It was equally unfortunate
when we witnessed the fate of approxi-
mately 26 lakh migrants who upon the
outbreak of Covid-19 were recently
stranded across the country where their
mass exodus out of cities was primarily
due to lack of livelihood and inadequate
shelter. 

Homelessness in India is grave in mag-
nitude, and also diverse in the socio-eco-
nomic factors causing it, as much as it is
complex to solve. However, I believe that
one solution is to tap on the large num-
bers of vacant houses in India, especially
in the affordable housing segment.

To do so, data and information
about vacant homes is a pre-requisite.

However, gathering data on numbers and
reasons for vacant houses in India is an
excruciating and complex task, essential-
ly because the individuals who need to
be questioned are the missing homeown-
ers of those vacant houses. At the start
of every decade, the Census of India takes
note of homes which were found vacant
during the census survey. However this
data is part of its methodology based on
which the census taker will either return
or not to the particular home, and the
reasons for the homes found vacant are
not revealed in the census. There has
been no further primary data collection
on this. So, besides anecdotal evidence
and neighbourhood gossip, we do not
quite know the reasons for which the
abundant numbers of houses in India are
lying vacant. 

The Anant Centre for Sustainability,
a think-teach-do tank that I established
two years ago is now investigating the

paradox of vacant houses in India, by
undertaking large scale surveys across
cities. The first report in this series of
reports that was released last week,
focused on Ahmedabad. Despite the
housing shortage in Ahmedabad, the
report found that more than 14% of
homes — nearly 1,70,000 — lie vacant.
Nearly 20% of EWS government homes
are vacant and a further 30% are rented.
In the LIG segment, majority of the
homes were found to be either vacant or
rented. This seems to indicate that
though the government has tried hard
over the last few years to create housing
stock for the EWS and LIG segment,
nearly half or more of that stock might
not have reached intended beneficiaries
and is instead in the hands of investors. 

These alarming f indings in
Ahmedabad are a reflection of a systemic
problem across the country. The govern-
ment that is the leading housing provider
in the affordable housing segment needs
to clearly take a relook at its delivery
mechanism of affordable houses. Further,
reducing the numbers of vacant homes
in India via revised rental policies,
improving location, infrastructure, and
design of affordable houses, reducing
some of the social constraints in afford-
able housing development projects, as
well as by offering financial solutions, will
go a long way in shrinking the housing
gap. If we can occupy the vacant homes
in India, we could perhaps reduce the
approximately 50 crore slum house-
holds in India by 50%. 

These vacant homes can even be
repurposed. During the on-going pan-
demic when the nation is scrambling to
give a decent roof to our children living
on the streets and migrant labour have
lost livelihood and shelter, the vacant
infrastructure are not just a colossal waste
of resources but it is one of the greatest
humanitarian opportunity lost. The
vacant homes can be leveraged to make
homes and hospitals for the needy.

The past few months I have been inch-
ing towards collecting data to support
implementable solutions to provide board-
ing and education facilities to the children
on the streets of India. While children are
out of school, vast numbers of schools are
lying vacant for want of students. 

Over the years India has mastered the
art of making progressive policies that are
poorly implemented. Now there is anoth-
er emerging trend — the lack of skills in
matching supply and demand for roti,
kapda, and makaan. 

The writer is CEO of Sustain Labs
and Adjunct Professor at SciencesPo

Paris. She is also a columnist and
author of the 2019 bestseller Indian
Instincts — essays on freedom and

equality in India
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Why do you waste your life

in hatred, vengeance and
conflict?” (Guru Granth
Sahib). Today’s youth are much
less likely to accept Nehruvian
shibboleths unquestioningly,
preferring nuanced narratives
that discern fealty to the civil-
isation beneath a superficial
civic nationalism. 

The Sikh youths are also
harking back to traditionalism,
free from reformist reduction-
ism, procrustean interpreta-
tions, and shrill, hypocritical
rhetoric. It is a good time to
consider alternative narratives
around Operation Blue Star and
the century that lead up to it.
Operation Blue Star was not the
first time the Golden Temple
Complex was assaulted post-
Independence. In 1955, pro-
testers gathered there demand-
ing a Punjabi-language State
were assaulted by the police. 

The Khalsa has tradition-
ally been an independent enti-
ty, like any Akhada in the
Indian spiritual tradition. Even
in Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s
empire, it remained outside his
authority and interference. This
was a typical model of social
trusteeship between different
organs of civilisation, but it
appears to have been a concept
foreign to Indira Gandhi’s
mindset. She sought to harness
religious figures and institu-
tions of all hues in the service
of political power, attacking
those who did not oblige.

State media ran propagan-
da about implacable Sikh sep-
aratism. The pogrom of Sikhs
on Rajiv Gandhi’s watch fol-
lowed, fuelling an insurgency
that shook the foundations of
the State. In parallel, decades of
economic mismanagement had
come to a head, pushing India
to the brink of becoming a
failed state — a precipice that
the Narasimha Rao adminis-
tration held at bay. From then
on, challenges to the hold of the
Nehru-Gandhi coterie on India
grew stronger.

Inexplicably, Rajiv-era pro-
paganda absolving Indira of
any decisive role was regurgi-

tated on Indian TV this year.
But her actions immediately
after the operation continued,
calculated aggression. Lt Gen
KS Brar mentions Indira’s let-
ter of appreciation for the
operation. More importantly,
while remaining in occupation
of the temple complex, she
challenged the Akali Dal’s hold
over the Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee and its
power to elect head priests.
Like the British in earlier times,
she sought to insert herself into
the organisation of Sikhism.
The subsequent burning of
the Sikh Reference Library and
confiscation of its historic arte-
facts, many still unaccounted
for, indicate that Indira’s target
was not Jarnail Singh
Bhindranwale, but the back-
bone of the Sikh tradition
itself, holding nothing sacred.

What brought Sikhism into
the Indira coterie’s crosshairs?
Reasons go back to Nehru’s
betrayal of Partition-era
promises to Sikhs regarding “a
territorial area within the nation
to develop its own life and cul-
ture (…) with a great deal of
autonomy for its constituent
units.” (October 1945; reiterat-
ed in July 1946). Sikhs had lost
a great deal and felt a need to
culturally consolidate within
India. But the most immediate
trigger for Indira was the fact
that Sikhs had been the most
well-mobilised protesters
against her Emergency rule of
1975-77. She targeted the RSS,
too, for the same reason. A pho-
tograph of a young Narendra
Modi in Punjab during the
Emergency, disguised as a Sikh,
might have a story to tell.

Under Emergency, the
Indira coterie railroaded three
culturally significant changes to
the Constitution. The first of
these decreed India a “social-
ist” country, a formalisation of
existing ad hoc policies and
political expedience under
which India lurched from one
economic crisis to another.

The same amendment
decreed that India shall be
“secular”, abdicating any special

responsibility towards nurtur-
ing native Hindu, Jain,
Buddhist and Sikh traditions as
part of world heritage. It rela-
tivised native traditions on the
same level as powerful, expan-
sionist, transnational religions.
An analogy would be treating
Indian SMEs on an equal foot-
ing with multinational, foreign
government-backed corporate
behemoths. 

Indira’s third intervention
framed rules perpetuating
English in State institutions
and as the sole medium of
higher education, ending even
the pretence of indigenisation
— another promise Nehru pro-
crastinated by playing one Indic
language against another, jus-
tifying the English-dominant
status quo as “compromise” —
a stratagem straight from the
Panchatantra tale of the mon-
key and quarrelling cats. 

Historically, Sikh misl-

kingdoms fostered Punjabi,
Hindi, Persian and the Urdu
creole. Ram Prasad Niranjani
published the first recognised
work of modern Hindi prose
under the Patiala court’s patron-
age (1741). But the British pro-
moted English and Urdu across
the north. Nevertheless, Hindi
and Punjabi grew, but politics
contrived a conflict. The lin-
guistic reorganisation of States
was completed by 1956, but
Punjab was dragged through
religious identity-politics and
re-partitioned in 1966.

The Nehru-Indira coterie
had an interesting cast: Pro-
Soviet diplomat TN Kaul
cheekily coined the term
“Kashmiri mafia” to refer to
themselves. Fabian socialist
PN Haksar, who strategised
Indira’s rise to dictatorial power
in the mid-70’s, was part of the
Planning Commission and the
first chancellor of JNU. In the

last decade of his life he went
blind and expressed regrets
about “secularism”. Economist
PN Dhar was a key confidant.
Ambassador to Moscow DP
Dhar served as Union Minister
for Planning. He had marched
with Sheikh Abdullah in 1946
against Maharaja Hari Singh of
Kashmir, later serving as
Minister under the Abdullah
Government. The Abdullah
and Mufti families remained
close.  Stranger than fiction,
Nehru’s and his first Minister
of Education, AbulKalam
Azad’s, grandfathers both held
top positions at the last Mughal
court. Azad’s great-grandfa-
ther arrived with Abdali’s inva-
sion, stayed as Qazi of Punjab
and was killed by Maharaja
Ranjit Singh’s forces.

By 1989, with Rajiv Gandhi
blundering on several fronts,
VP Singh formed a
Government. Immediately,

Kashmir exploded: The drama
of Union Home Minister Mufti
Sayeed’s daughter’s kidnapping
forced India to free terrorists.
A murderous exodus of
Kashmiri Hindus followed —
the seventh in a series of geno-
cidal rounds of ethnic cleans-
ing since 1389. Kashmir was
the pin in the grenade of the
post-Independence power
structure in the Subcontinent’s
politics — ironically crafted by
an Anglicised coterie that tout-
ed their Kashmiri Hindu ances-
try, but threw their country
cousins to the wolves.

An inclusive faith, tradi-
tional Sikhism mobilised for
civilisational integrity earlier, in
less favourable circumstances
(as far back as 1858, Nihang
Sikhs made an attempt to
reclaim Ram Janmabhumi).
With the entrenchment of ide-
ologies antithetical to tradi-
tional Indian pluralism, waves

of Sikh discontentment grew.
The proverbial canary in the
coalmine was not the source of
danger but a reaction to it. The
Anandpur Sahib Resolution of
1973 formalised a charter of
Sikh demands. National in
scope there isn’t a shadow of
“separatism” in it. When “sec-
ularisation” (read Anglicisation)
of youth and the State’s social
engineering became increas-
ingly apparent, it spawned a
grassroots counter-movement.

The Sikh microcosm had
presaged and reacted to ideo-
logical forces that were work-
ing across the Indic macro-
cosm. This perspective throws
a new slant on recent history
and the vital role of the Sikh
experience in crafting the sub-
continent’s future.

(The writer is an informa-
tion technology consultant, cur-
rently based in Washington DC)

Alexei Navalny, the anti-corrup-
tion crusader, is the staunchest

critic of Russian President Vladimir
Putin. He has painted Putin’s United
Party as a place of “crooks and
thieves”. In his public speeches, he
accused the Putin’s system of “suck-
ing the blood out of Russia”. Thus he
has committed to the Russian pop-
ulace that he is all out to demolish the
“Feudal State”. However, he has not
been able to challenge Putin in the
election so far. When in 2018, he tried
to contest the presidential poll, his
candidature was banned by the state
over his conviction by a Russian court
in an embezzlement case. His Anti-
Corruption Foundation is known for
exposing cases of graft and corrup-
tion by Russian politicians, oligarchs
and top bureaucrats. He has been
jailed in the past for bringing out
unauthorised demonstrations.
Navalny was forced to close down his
foundation in July after it was badly
crippled by a multitude of fines and
charges. Before this move, the
Kremlin moved to froze his bank
accounts, and those of his family
members, including his children. 

Last month, on August 20, he
suddenly fell unconscious aboard
while travelling from the Siberian
city of Tomsk to the capital city
Moscow. Hence an emergency land-
ing was arranged on the way in the
city of Omsk and he was admitted to
hospital with suspected poisoning.
As per his staff, he was poisoned in
the airport café where he had tea just
before flying. His supporters believed
that the hospital at Omsk was under
pressure to delay his transfer to a
German facility as his wife Yulia
Navalny demanded. The intention
was to prevent a detailed investiga-
tion into what caused his sudden ill-
ness. Interestingly Alexander
Murakhovsky, the head of the med-
ical team that attended Navalny, stat-
ed that Navalny had not been poi-
soned but diagnosed with a meta-
bolic disease caused by low blood
sugar. And this may have caused his
immediate collapse onboard the
flight. But he failed to explain why

Navalny could not regain con-
sciousness even after a day. Finally,
the Russian Government allowed
him to be transferred to a German
healthcare centre based in Berlin
known as Charite Hospital. The
doctors in Berlin said the test results
suggested he had been poisoned with
a “cholinesterase inhibitor”. It is a
group of chemicals that are also used
to treat diseases like Alzheimer’s. 

Cholinesterase’s use ranges from
pesticides and medicines to nerve
agents. But when used in nerve
agents and pesticides, that can be real-
ly harmful to human beings. Further,
the worst part is that the
cholinesterase inhibitors block a cru-
cial enzyme that circulates messages
from nerves to muscles. And this par-
ticular enzyme is called acetyl-
cholinesterase. And the inhibition of
this enzyme interferes in nerve-to-
muscle messaging process. Once it
happens, the muscles fail to contract
and relax. Thus this leads to the mus-
cles into a stage of spasm. Looking all
these complexities, Navalny demands
a fair treatment and post-medical care
too. Currently, he has been given an
antidote called “atropine”. In fact, the
same antidote was used in the case of

former KGB spy Sergei Skirpal and his
daughter Yulia Skirpal by the doctors
in the UK after their poisoning with
the nerve agent called Novichok in
Salisbury in the year 2018. But both
of them had a miraculous recovery in
the UK.

Jaka Bijilz of Cinema for Peace
Foundation, the German group that
airlifted Navalny to Berlin, revealed
that initially his condition was very
critical and worrying. But now the
moot question is that whether
Navalny will survive the attack with-
out lasting damage. However, the
German doctors say that the recov-
ery may take long.

The recent attack on Navalny, the
sixth such attempt on a Russian dis-
sident in the last five years, invited
Putin a slew of scathing criticisms
from the international community.
Meanwhile the Russian Government
denied the accusation that Navalny
was poisoned. And the state appa-
ratus has dismissed the accusation of
the Kremlin’s involvement simply as
“empty noise”. However, what comes
from the allies of Navalny is a secret
planning of the state to kill another
Putin baiter. Vladimir Milov, a for-
mer Russian Deputy Energy

Minister, who currently advises
Navalny, said, “It’s essentially an
attempt to remove him as a threat.
They consider this with a classic KGB
mentality: no man, no problem.” 

At the moment, the top European
leaders such as French President
Emmanuel Macron and German
Chancellor Angela Merkel have
demanded Moscow to launch a full
investigation to this incident. In fact,
both the leaders stood side by side at
a news conference to assure the
Kremlin critic medical services and
asylum. Finally, the Kremlin ordered
for a thorough and objective investi-
gation. Around the same time, Merkel
said Navalny had been poisoned with
a Soviet-style Novichok nerve agent in
an attempt to murder the critic.

Protests in authoritarian nations
like China, Russia, etc, can simply be
branded as either a brave act or fool-
hardy. In reality, Putin has embarked
on a repressive path to consolidate
his power. The Opposition in Russia
works under absolute pressure and
surveillance of Moscow. Precisely, the
law enforcement agencies and secret
agents are too cautious not to allow
the Opposition a Maidan-style rev-
olution that emerged in Kyiv, the cap-

ital city of Ukraine, in the last part
of the year 2013 and continued till
the beginning of 2014. Therefore,
simply to prevent such uprisings, the
Russian authorities are too alert to
deal with any unauthorised protests
very swiftly and decisively. 

Remarkably, unlike the Kiev
protests wherein the demonstrators
demolished the statutes of Lenin and
even started occupying some gov-
ernment buildings, accompanied by
clashes with the security forces,
Muscovites have remained peaceful so
far. These protesters at times only
block traffic flows and occupy public
spaces. They are not even like the Jilets
Jaunes in Paris (who almost created a
total chaos for Macron Government)
and the pro-democracy young pro-
testers of Hong Kong (who occupied
government buildings just before the
coming of the draconian National
Security Law in June this year).

Navalny’s has been a sustained
attempt to raise the banner of
protests for long. Good that till date
he is alive. It’s not only Navalny,
someone or the other in the past, has
been trying to topple Putin and his
allies. But then why the Opposition
is not been able to dethrone Putin so

far? The excessive forces used by the
Kremlin are continuously frighten-
ing off people at times to come out
in open against the Putin regime.
Secondly, the hardcore Opposition
groups are not a big worry for Putin
and his administration. The reason
behind is these forces can hardly
gather some thousands only in major
cities like Moscow and St. Petersburg.
Thus, radical Opposition is not an
immediate threat for Putin. The
authorities are apprehensive about
mass protests. But so far Moscow has
not encountered a scenario like the
Arab Spring.

But today, the grandiose support
for Putin is gradually declining.
One of the primary reasons for this
is years of declining real wages and
fiscal tightening by the Putin
Government. In an atmosphere like
this, radical political forces and
activists should have mustered more
public support by now. But it is not
becoming a reality as of today.

With Putin, you don’t see any
dynamism and change. Only change
that you overwhelmingly witness is
dwindling grace and pace of Russia
accompanied by a top down admin-
istration full of nepotism and cor-
ruption. The commoners are fast fad-
ing from the public square. Kremlin
reprisals of the critics are a regular
affair. Putin is quite unique in car-
rying out these attacks. But, Russia’s
Putin era will not come to an end so
easily. Resistance to Putin in public
may lead to bloodbath. However, the
Russian people cannot just seat idle. 

What David Thomson wrote in
his “Europe Since Napoleon” once
again reminds all of us of the agony of
the Russian people under the current
Putinista. He rightly stated: “History
offered no warrant for either compla-
cent optimism or black despondency.
It offered no simple answer: only a
challenge to reasonable hope and
strenuous, unremitting endeavour.” If
people want change, they should
throw weight behind Navalny.

(The writer is an expert on inter-
national affairs) 
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Life is paradoxical. It is full of contra-
dictions. The living world with all
its enormity and diversity, where

every being is born unique, each display-
ing varying desire and mind-trends,
remains a natural breeding ground for
conflict of interests. In such an intriguing
world, there remains no scope for ever
having a perfect situation in life — we
always remain vulnerable to go through
unforeseen twists and turns in life. Yet,
we are supposed to work out ways and
means to succeed well in life and with
ease and comfort. But, in a complex
world, is it possible, and if so, how?

Well, applying reasons, it is very
much possible, and that is the challenge
before all of us. It needs to be appreciated
here, that unlike other species in exis-
tence that are respectively bound by their
predetermined nature, human beings
enjoy the exclusive privilege to guide
their actions by choice. But wherever
choice option is there, the probability of
its use and misuse remains equal, with
related ramifications. To overcome this
vulnerability, human beings are armed
with another exclusive privilege ‘Buddhi’
— the faculty of discriminate intelli-
gence. That empowers you to dispassion-

ately judge things in perspective and pick
up the most appropriate lead. It lets you
weigh between ‘what you want’ and
‘what is right’ and accordingly help make
right choice. It does also help you visu-
alise challenges coming your way in the
right perspective due, and let you combat
them intelligently.

Buddhi, however, doesn’t play out
involuntarily. It has to be consciously
invoked on every occasion, which calls
for necessary alert for the purpose.
Truth, however, remains that we seldom
remain conscious about keeping this
empowerment tool in active mode all the
time. Ordinarily, we flow by the run of
life driven by our inherent desire and
mind-trends. Our ‘Ego’ further plays a
devil in the process, as it identifies itself
with those trends and takes them as if
that would be its end game. It won’t
allow invoking buddhi for due diligence
— whether the desires pursued are worth
it or not; are we equipped to pursue
them to their logical end; and whether
environmental conditions are conducive
or not — and with obvious conse-
quences. When we fail, we either blame
external factors or take refuse in the call
of destiny, rather than looking within to

figure out our own fault lines.
The other day, a gentleman came

asking: “Sir, I pick up great ideas.
Pursuing them, I earn substantially. And
then in my next move, which apparently
looks worth pursuing, I lose everything.
The net result is zero. What is there in
my destiny that doesn’t let me have my
way? Please suggest some puja to over-
come this vulnerability of mind.”

While looking for a puja, you need
to first understand how one’s destiny is
made out. Bear in mind; our life is driven
by cause-effect chain. The choices that
we have made in the past, have a carry-
over effect in future. The imprints of
what we did in the past is laid down in
our minds in the form of seed-potential,
which given a conducive atmosphere will
play out in future. Accordingly, the best
puja would be to first know your own
self — figure out the indwelling seed
potential. You could then, once again
applying choice option duly guided by
buddhi, make necessary amends in your
thought process through fresh educative
inputs. That alone can let you rise over
your own limitations. Any puja conduct-
ed by pundits can’t invade your mind-
space for necessary correction.

Now look at your inherent desire and

mind-trends. Uranus occupying the
lagna, is trine to its lord Sun speaks of
your high talent. The Sun in the 5th
house marked with speculative tenden-
cies, brings in gambling instinct. But at
the end of the day, signifying Moon puts
your ideas into action. Moon occupies
Gemini sign, the one marked with vacil-
lation, which is posited in the constella-
tion owned by Mars in the 5th house,
which further strengthens your gambling
tendencies. As would happen in any
gambling, the probability of success and
failure remains equal. This vulnerability
could be contained by applying sense of
reasons, as it will let you make calculated
moves and avoid playing blind games,
which you often do. 

The problem, however, is that intelli-
gence signifying Mercury is conjunct its
natural enemy Mars as well as headless
Ketu, which makes you restless, not
allowing space for due diligence.
Consequently, you are tempted to rush
through your action on instinctive judg-
ment, and evidently to your detriment.
The result is there to see.
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