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In a dramatic twist to the
Sushant Singh Rajput death

case, actress Rhea Chakraborty
on Monday lodged a com-
plaint against the actor’s sister
Priyanka Singh and a New
Delhi-based doctor for alleged
forgery and violation of
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Act,
1985 and Tele Medicine
Practice Guidelines, 2020, even
as she was grilled by the NCB
officials for the second con-
secutive day.

Amid continued specula-
tion in the media that she
might be arrested by the end of
her grilling for the second day,
Rhea was questioned for eight-
long hours on various drug-
related issues involving her
late live-in partner Sushant
who she had publicly admitted
used to smoke marijuana.

Rhea — who has been

under the scanner of the CBI,
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
and Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) in the Sushant death
case — sprang a surprise ahead
of her questioning by the ED
for the second consecutive day,
by lodging a written complaint
with the Bandra Police station,
a complaint if pursued by the
investigating agencies threatens

to affect severely the ongoing
investigations in the sensa-
tional case.

In her complaint lodged
with the Bandra police, Rhea
charged Sushant’s New Delhi-
based sister Priyanka Singh, Dr
Tarun Kumar of Ram Manohar
Lohia Hospital and others with
forgery under Indian Penal
Code, 1860, the Narcotic Drugs

and Psychotropic Substances
Act, 1985 and Tele Medicine
Practice Guidelines, 2020. She
has accused Priyanka, Dr
Kumar and others for alleged-
ly generating a bogus medical
prescription depicting SSR as
an Out Patient Department
patient.

Rhea has sent a copy of the
complaint to Mumbai Police
Commissioner Parambir Singh.

Elaborating on the com-
plaint filed by his client Rhea,
her lawyer Satish Maneshinde
said: “They have sent a bogus
medical prescription depicting
SSR as an Out Patient
Department person when he
was in Mumbai on 8 June
2020 prescribing Schedule
Drugs which are listed in
Schedule of NDPS Act listed at
items 36 and 37 as Psychotropic
Substances and Tele Medicines
Practice Guidelines 3.7.4 deal-
ing with Prohibited List, which
prohibits prescribing of 
any narcotic or psychotropic
substance listed in the NDPS
Act”.

Continued on Page 2
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Amid unconfirmed reports
that five villagers from

Arunachal Pradesh were way-
laid by the People’s Liberation
Army (PLA), China’s Foreign
Ministry Spokesperson Zhao
Lijian on Monday  said he has
no details on Indian Army
sending a message to PLA
about five missing Indians in
the region.

According to reports,
Lijian went on to claim that
“China has never recognised
so-called “Arunachal Pradesh,”
which is China’s south Tibet

region.”
“China’s position on the

eastern section of the China
and India boundary and
China’s southern Tibet is con-
sistent and clear,” Lijian said at
a press briefing. “We have
never recognised the so-called
Arunachal Pradesh illegally
established on the Chinese ter-
ritory.”

According to a report in
the The Arunachal Times, five
villagers from the State’s Upper
Subansiri district were abduct-
ed by PLA men  from the jun-
gle near Nacho while they
were out hunting.

Union Minister and  BJP
MP Kiren RIjiju had on 6
September said, “The Indian
Army has already sent hotline
message to the counterpart
PLA establishment at the bor-
der point in Arunachal
Pradesh. Response is awaited.”

The Indian Army had told
its Chinese counterpart about
the five civilians, who were
engaged as guides and porters
by the Army in the Upper
Subansiri district, on Saturday.
The five have been identified as
Toch Singkam, Prasat Ringling,
Dongtu Ebiya, Tanu Baker and
Ngaru Diri.
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India has joined the elite club
of nations after it successful-

ly test-fired indigenously devel-
oped hypersonic technology
demonstration vehicle
(HSTDV) on Monday. 

India can now develop
hypersonic missiles travelling
six times the speed of sound.
The US, Russia, and China
have such capability so far.

The HSTDV, based on
hypersonic propulsion tech-
nologies and developed by the
Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO), will help India devel-
op futuristic space assets like
long-range missile systems and
aerial platforms, officials said
here after the successful test.
Incidentally, an earlier test last
year did not yield the desired
results.

“It’s a major technological
breakthrough in the country.
This testing paves the way for
the development of more crit-
ical technologies, materials and
hypersonic vehicles. This puts
India in a selected club of
nations who have demonstrat-

ed this technology,” said DRDO
Chairman G Satheesh Reddy. 

“With this success, all crit-
ical technologies are now estab-
lished to progress to the next

phase,” Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said on Twitter
while congratulating the sci-
entists for this achievement.  

Continued on Page 2
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As India on Sunday claimed
the second spot among

the list of nations worst-affect-
ed by coronavirus, its daily
spike surpassed the total num-
ber of cases recorded by as
many as the top 13 countries
during 24 hours. The list com-
prises the USA, Brazil, Russia,
Peru, Colombia, South Africa,
Mexico, Spain, Argentina,
Chile, Iran, the United
Kingdom and Bangladesh.

India’s huge spike on
Sunday was a shade less than
the double of the total number
of cases recorded by as many as
190 countries which figured in
the list behind 15 top worst-
affected nations.

India on Sunday recorded
91,723 cases, which is 42 per
cent of the total cases (2,31,596)

recorded in the world. In sim-
ple terms, it means, four out of
every 10 cases of infection
come from India.

The USA and Brazil
recorded nearly 31,110 and
14,606 cases respectively, which
make for one third and one-
sixth of the Indian total.

At the same time, Russia
recorded 5,195 new cases, Peru
(6,275), Colombia (8,065),
South Africa (1,633), Mexico
(6,319), Argentina (6,986),

Chile (2,075), Iran (1992),
United Kingdom (2,988), and
Bangladesh (1,592). The total
comes to 888,36, which is still
behind India.

Even in terms of mortali-
ty, India’s tally of 1,010 was
more than the total of the
USA (432), Brazil (456), and
Russian (61). The data is based
on a daily update put out by
Worldometer, a website that
round-the-clock records the
details of Covid-19 situation

worldwide. No update was
available in the case of Spain.

In the second category of
nations that follow the first 15
countries, the impact of coro-
navirus is minimal. As many as
190 of these nations put togeth-
er accounted for only around
50,000 new cases on Sunday.

European nations such as
France have seen a second
wave but the situation so far has
remained under control.

Continued on Page 2
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Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
on Monday launched the

Janata Dal (U) campaign for
the upcoming Assembly polls,
but the news from Delhi was
not encouraging  for the NDA’s
supreme leader in Bihar. 

NDA’s ally Lok Jantantrik
Party (LJP) kept Nitish Kumar
guessing about contesting the
polls as the alliance partner.
LJP’s Parliamentary board on
Monday authorised party pres-
ident Chirag Pawan to take a
call on whether to contest the
polls alongside the JD(U).  At
the meeting, several members
claimed that Kumar was no
more a popular Chief Minister
and the LJP should not contest
the poll under his leadership.

The junior Paswan has
repeatedly attacked Kumar on
several issues, including han-
dling of the migrant crisis and
coronavirus pandemic as well
as administrative corruption.

Sources said the LJP may
contest nearly 150 seats if it was
not offered a respectable e
number of seats in the alliance.
The JD(U) is not ready to

contest less than 110 out of 240
seats and expects the BJP to
share the remaining 130 seats
with the LJP. This may not be
a “happy” choice either for the
BJP or the LJP.

Sources said more than
the seats it’s now a personal tus-
sle between the junior Paswan
and Kumar. Chirag has already
indicated it was time for a new
generation of leadership to
take up the reins of Bihar.

Kumar is clearly the biggest
hurdle in his path.

There was a buzz that if the
alliance breaks then the LJP
may put up candidates against
the JD(U) but avoid any con-
test against the  BJP. This will
suit the BJP as well.  

The Parliamentary board
authorised Chirag to take a call
on whether to go into the polls
as part of the NDA or square-
ly take on the  JD(U) outside

the alliance. The board also
empowered Chirag to  prepare
a list of candidates for 143 con-
stituencies.

As the LJP meeting went
on, the JD(U) said any party
which is a part of the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) in
the State will have to accept
Kumar’s leadership.

JD(U) spokesperson KC
Tyagi said top BJP leaders,
including Home Minister Amit
Shah and party president JP
Nadda, have announced that
the NDA will fight the upcom-
ing Bihar Assembly polls under
Kumar’s leadership.

The JD(U), he said, has
always had an alliance with the
BJP in Bihar and at times in
other states, but not with any
other NDA member.

“Whether it was in 2005,
2010 or 2015 assembly polls, we
have never had any tie-up with
the LJP,” Tyagi said, hinting that
his party won’t enter into an
alliance with the LJP.

“When the JD(U) says that
its tie-up is not with the LJP,
then we should put up our can-
didates against it,” a source said.

Continued on Page 2
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It was a day which many com-
muters had been waiting for

months. However, it is anoth-
er story that the Delhi Metro
which resumed services on the
Yellow Line on Monday after
being closed for over five
months due to the Covid-19
pandemic didn’t see the mad
rush, something a norm in pre-
Covid days.

If some commuters heaved
a sigh of relief that at least a
beginning has been made,
there were many who were
piqued as they had no idea that
the services were resumed on

the Yellow Line only on day
one.

Due to lack of awareness
about the unavailability of the
other Metro Lines on day 1,
many commuters got confused
and kept waiting for hours on
the Blue Line and Magenta
Line that will be restored on
September 9 and September 11
respectively. 

All services will be restored
from September 12.

According to the DMRC,
approximately 15,500 passen-
gers availed services on Yellow
line/Rapid Metro till 8pm on
Monday.

Shubham Singh, who
works at a private firm, was
among the one who was wait-
ing for the train at Blue Line.
“I was informed by someone
that the services are not
restored on this line after wait-
ing for 20 minutes,” he said
while leaving the station
premises.

Continued on Page 2

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court asked the Centre on
Monday as to why it has not
banned the use of tunnels for
disinfecting people for Covid-
19 despite taking the stand that
it is physically harmful.
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta
informed the SC that the
Health Ministry has not issued
any advisory or guideline on
use of ultraviolet lights for dis-
infection of humans for
COVID-19 management. 
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Actress Kangana Ranaut’s
outburst against Mumbai

took a political turn on
Monday, as Maharashtra
Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh on Monday
slammed the Centre for giving
“Y-Plus” security cover to
Kangana in view of “threaten-
ing statements” by some politi-
cians from the State, even as
the controversial actress hit out
at the Shiv Sena-run
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) for its
move to demolish her office at

Khar in north-west Mumbai.
On a day when the

Ministry of Home Affairs’
decision to grant her “Y-Plus”
security ahead of her much-
publicised return on
September 9, Maharashtra
Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh said: “If the Centre
gives ‘Y-Plus’ security to a per-
son who insults Mumbai and
Maharashtra, the matter is
very serious, surprising and
sad. Maharashtra does not
only belong to the NCP, Shiv

Sena or Congress but also
belongs to the BJP and the peo-
ple in the State. People in all
political parties should con-
demn it if someone insults
Maharashtra”.

Kangana has come under
fire from various quarters for
controversial statements com-
paring Mumbai to “Pak-
Occupied Kashmir” and saying
“it seems Mumbai is addicted
to blood” and dubbing
Bollywood as an ‘Islam-dom-
inated’ film industry. There
have also been protests erupt-
ed in Mumbai and other cities
against the actress. Shiv Sena
activists burnt her effigy and
pictures in Mumbai, Pune,
Aurangabad, Thane, Palghar,
Nashik and other cities. On its
part, the BJP too has distanced
from Kangana’s “anti-Mumbai”
comments.

Continued on Page 2
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Mumbai: The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Monday
arrested Deepak Kochhar, hus-
band of former ICICI Bank
CEO Chanda Kochhar, in con-
nection with the ICICI Bank-
Videocon money laundering
case probe, officials said.

They said Deepak Kochhar
was arrested in Mumbai under
sections of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) and the agency is
expected to produce him
before a local court on Tuesday
to seek his custody.

Continued on Page 2
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The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on

Monday said that the country is
likely to witness a prolonged
monsoon this year with above
normal rainfall expected
throughout September. Most
regions of the country have

received normal to excess rain-
fall this year.

According to the IMD,  the
southwest monsoon is running
8 per cent in excess, and all
regions with the exception of
some parts of Northwest India
are currently in the green. From
September 17, the IMD pre-
dicted more rains to  Central and

Southern parts of India in the last
two weeks of the month. 

“The intra-seasonal vari-
ability of monsoon rain was
high this year, with June receiv-
ing excess rain; July seeing a
deficit and August recording
excess rain by a very high mar-
gin while the rainfall activity has
declined in September as com-

pared to August and is now
below normal, rains will revive
in the next few days as new sys-
tems are developing,” IMD’s
Director General Dr M
Mohapatra said while speaking
at the current status and forecast
of monsoon 2020. According to
the IMD,  though the south west
monsoon will start withdrawing

at the fag end from West
Rajasthan from September 17-
18, the decrease in showers
might not be swift in other
parts of the country as new low
pressure areas are developing
over the Bay of Bengal.  These are
likely to cause good rains over
Maharashtra, Karnataka and
Kerala after September 17.
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Terming the test as a “land-

mark achievement,” Rajnath said
this realises the Prime Minister’s
vision of ‘Atmanirbhar Bharat.’

The HSTDV took off at
11:03am on Monday from Dr
APJ Abdul Kalam launch com-
plex at Wheeler Island off Odisha
coast. The hypersonic cruise
vehicle was launched using a
proven solid rocket motor, which
took it to an altitude of 30 km,
where the aerodynamic heat
shields were separated at hyper-
sonic speed, DRDO officials
said. The cruise vehicle separat-
ed from the launch vehicle and
the air intake opened as planned.
“The hypersonic combustion
sustained and the cruise vehicle
continued on its desired flight
path at a velocity of six times the
speed of sound which is nearly
2 km/s for more than 20 seconds,
they said.

With this technology, cruise
missiles can now travel at hyper-
sonic speeds, officials said adding
scramjet engine is a major break-
through. Air goes inside the
engine at supersonic speed and
comes out at hypersonic speeds,
thereby giving the missile the
required momentum and speed.

The vehicle reaches a certain
altitude and then cruises and it
also reaches very high temper-
atures, up to 1000-2000 degrees
Celsius, during re-entry.
Explaining critical events like fuel
injection and auto ignition of
scramjet demonstrated techno-
logical maturity, they said the
scramjet engine performed “in a
textbook manner. 

From Page 1
Earlier on Monday, the

Centre sanctioned ‘Y-plus’
security cover to Kangana,
ahead of her return to Mumbai
from Himachal Pradesh, where
she has been away for quite
some time now. Without losing
any time, the actress took to
Twitter to thank Union Home
Minister Amit Shah for pro-
viding her ‘Y-plus’ security
cover in view of “threatening
statements” made by some
politicians of Maharashtra.

“This proves that a patriot’s
voice cannot be crushed by fas-
cists. I am grateful to Amit
Shah, if he wanted, he could
have advised me to go to
Mumbai after a few days but he
respected a daughter of India,
protected her pride and self-
respect. Jai Hind,” Kangana
said in a tweet put out in
Hindi

Given that security per-
sonnel will be deployed for 24/7
in shifts, she will in all have 11
CRPF personnel in her securi-
ty detail. These include five sta-
tic guards and 6 commandos
armed with automatic
weapons, for her personal pro-
tection.

Meanwhile, hitting out at
the ruling BJP at the Centre,
Congress spokesperson Shama
Mohamed took to Twitter and
urged Mumbaikars to “remem-
ber” this decision during next
elections. “Someone who calls
Mumbai as POK gets Y+ cate-
gory security from the BJP
Govt which includes 1 personal
security officer & 11 armed

policemen! Mumbaikars please
remember this when you go to
vote next time,” Shama tweet-
ed. Kangana has been widely
criticised by the ruling Maha
Vikas Aghadi alliance part-
ners comprising Shiv Sena,
Nationalist Congress Party and
Congress, and Opposition
Maharashtra Navnirman Sena,
slammed Kangana for her
“questionable” remarks. There
have also been protests erupt-
ed in Mumbai and other cities

against the actress. On its part,
the BJP too has distanced from
Kangana’s “anti-Mumbai”
comments.

Earlier in the day, she took
to twitter to claim that the
BMC officials were planning to
demolish her office -
Manikarnika Films, a movie
production house in Mumbai’s
Khar (West), on Tuesday. She
alleged that the BMC officials
had forcefully taken over my
office... (and) harassing my

neighbours”.
She pointed out that she

had the required permissions
and “nothing illegal (has been
done) in my property”.

In one of the two tweets,
combative Kangana said: “They
( BMC officials) have forceful-
ly taken over my office mea-
suring everything, also harass-
ing my neighbours when they
retorted @mybmc officials used
language like ,  I am informed
tomorrow they are demolishing
my property”.

“I have all the papers, BMC
permissions, nothing has been
done illegal in my property,
BMC should send a structure
plan to show the illegal con-
struction with a notice, today
they raided my place and with-
out any notice tomorrow they
are demolishing the entire
structure,” she said in another
tweet. It remains to be seen as
to how things will pan out on
Tuesday and on the day of her
return to the metropolis from
Manali on September 9.

From Page 1
Similarly, Vinod Mahto who

also waited for almost half an
hour at Rajiv Chowk station to
board the train to Noida and felt
disappointed after being
informed that the services on this
route is not restored.

On Monday, only the Yellow
Line service was restored and for
going to Noida, a Blue Line ser-
vice is required, which has not
been started yet.

The Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) has only
partially started its service and
the complete resumption will
take place in a phased manner. 

The trains will operate in
batches of four-hour each from
7-11 am in the morning and 4-
8 pm in the evening, officials
said. The services resumed at 7
am with strict safety and social
distancing measures in place.
The first trains left from
Samaypur Badli station to
HUDA City Centre station and
simultaneously from HUDA
City Centre to Samaypur Badli,
a senior official of DMRC said.

“We are on our way. It’s been
169 days since we’ve seen you!
Travel responsibly and com-
mute if it’s only necessary.
#MetroBackOnTrack,” the
DMRC tweeted and posted a
video clip of the first train leav-
ing HUDA City Centre

No stations on the Yellow

Line were closed as none is in
proximity to any containment
zone, the official said. As the day
began, some riders wearing pro-
tective masks were seen entering
the premises of key stations like
Kashmere Gate and Hauz Khas
on the Yellow Line, which con-
nects Samaypur Badli in Delhi to
HUDA City Centre in
Gurugram.

“A few happy faces from our
first journey after more than 5
months. #MetroBackOnTrack,”
the DMRC said in another tweet
and posted pictures of some
commuters wearing masks
inside train coaches.

“Today and tomorrow, only
the Yellow Line (49-km span
with 37 stations -- 20 under-
ground and 17 elevated ones)
will remain operational for a
period of four hours each in the
morning (7 am to 11 am) and
evening (4 pm to 8 pm),” the
DMRC said.

“Trains will be available
with a headway (frequency)
varying from 2’44” to 5’28” (at
different stretches) with 57 trains
performing around 462 trips.
The same will be further extend-
ed in a graded manner from
September 9-12 along with other
lines,” it said on Sunday.

Over a period of next five
days, rest of the lines will also be
made operational with all safe-
ty measures, officials said.

On the station premises,
passengers were permitted to

enter the concourse only after
temperature checks with thermal
guns and sanitisation of hands.

Delhi Metro ground staff
and Central Industrial Security
Force personnel wore face
shields, masks and gloves as pre-
ventive measures against the
pathogen.

Metro services in the
National Capital Region were
closed since March 22 due to the
pandemic. The DMRC has
appealed to people to use the
rapid transport only if urgently
needed.

In keeping with the new
normal, the Delhi Metro has
taken a slew of measures to
ensure least physical contact for
riders, like automated thermal
screening-cum-sanitiser dis-
penser and lift-calling system
driven by a foot pedal at sever-
al stations. Commuters are to sit
on alternate seats and maintain
prescribed distance even while
standing inside coaches. Stickers
have been put up on alternate
seats and on platforms so that
riders adhere to social-distanc-
ing norms.

Special posters have been
put up inside coaches and on sta-
tion premises to raise awareness,
besides regular announcements
on safety norms. The DMRC
had also appealed to commuters
on Sunday to “talk less inside
trains to prevent the possibility
of short-range aerosol trans-
mission”.
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Officials said Deepak

Kochhar was placed under
arrest as the agency wants to
put him under custodial inter-
rogation to obtain more details
about some fresh evidence
gathered in this case, that was
filed under the criminal 
sections of the anti-money
laundering law in January last
year.

The ED had filed its

case after studying an FIR reg-
istered by the CBI against the
couple, Videocon Group pro-
moter Venugopal Dhoot and
others. It slapped money laun-
dering charges against the
Kochhars and their business
entities for "illegal sanctioning
of loans amounting to Rs 1,875
crore to the Videocon Group of
companies".

The ED had earlier said an
amount of Rs 64 crore, out of
the loan amount of Rs 300

crore sanctioned by a commit-
tee headed by Chanda Kochhar
to Videocon International
Electronics Limited, was trans-
ferred to Nupower Renewables
Pvt Ltd (NRPL) by Videocon
Industries Limited on
September 8, 2009, just a day
after disbursement of the loan
by ICICI Bank. NRPL was ear-
lier known as NuPower
Renewables Limited (NRL)
and is a company of Deepak
Kochhar.

From Page 1
The relevant portion of

Rhea’s complaint reads thus:
“The complaint filed by Rhea
reads, “I say that during the
course of my relationship with
the deceased, the deceased had
been undergoing treatment for
various mental health issues and
had been diagnosed as suffering
from bipolar disorder by multi-
ple renowned doctors. However,
the deceased was not disciplined
in respect of his treatment and
would often abruptly stop his
medication to the dismay of his
doctors and myself.

“I say that on the morning
of 8 June 2020, the deceased had
been on his phone incessantly
and when I enquired what he
was doing, he showed me the
messages he was exchanging
with his sister Priyanka Singh. I
say that I was shocked upon
reading the said messages as his
sister Priyanka had sent him a list
of medications to take. I
explained to the deceased that
given the seriousness of his con-
dition, and the fact that he
already had medications pre-
scribed by doctors who had
examined and treated him over
several months, he ought not to
take any other medication, least
of all medication being pre-
scribed by his sister who has no
medical degree,” Rhea stated.

“I say that the deceased and
I disagreed on this aspect and he
insisted that he would only take
the medicine his sister was pre-
scribing him. The deceased then
proceeded to ask me to leave the
house as his other sister Meethu
Singh was coming to live with
him and would take care of him.
It was thus that I came to leave
our residence at Mount Blanc,
Bandra, and this was also the last
time that I saw the deceased
alive,” Rhea pointed out.

Making a serious charge
against Priyanka, Dr Kumar and
others, Rhea stated in her com-
plaint: “It has now come to light
that his sister Priyanka had sub-
sequently on the same day had
a prescription by one Dr. Tarun
Kumar, an Associate Professor of
Cardiology from Dr. Ram
Manohar Lohia Hospital, New
Delhi. I say that prima facie the
said document appears forged
and fabricated. In addition, the
said Dr Tarun Kumar appears to
have prescribed medication con-
trolled under the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances
Act, 1985 to the deceased with-
out any consultation as man-
dated by law.”

“In fact, the drugs pre-
scribed by Dr Kumar were pro-
hibited from being prescribed
electronically under the
Telemedicine Practice Guidelines
issued on March 25, 2020, which
constitutes Appendix 5 of the
Indian Medical Council
(Professional Conduct, Etiquette
and Ethics Regulation, 2002),”
Rhea added.

After her second day’s ques-
tioning on Monday, Rhea drove
straight to the Bandra police sta-
tion, where she reportedly insist-
ed that her complaint be turned
into an FIR and begin investi-
gations into the case. It remains
to be seen if the Mumbai Police
will register an FIR in the midst
of the Supreme Court-ordered
investigations into the Sushant
death case.

Addressing a news confer-
ence late in the evening, Sushant’s
family lawyer Vikas Singh
charged that Rhea was trying to
“deflect and derail” the ongoing
investigations, by filing a com-
plaint against the late actor’s sis-
ter Priyanka Singh, a New Delhi-
based doctor and others at the
Bandra police station.

“Today, I have been given a
complaint filed by Rhea
Chakraborty with the Bandra
police. The complaint firstly
exhibits that this is an effort to
keep the jurisdiction of the
Mumbai Police alive in the mat-
ter when the Supreme Court has
clearly in its judgement said
that if there is any complaint with
regard to the death of the Sushant
Singh Rajput that will also be
investigated by the CBI,” Singh
said. “This is an attempt to
somehow keep the involvement
of the Mumbai Police in the mat-
ter so that they can do some mis-
chief and ensure that Sushant’s
family does not get justice in the
matter. The complaint has incon-
sistencies, because in the first
part of the complaint Rhea states
that she had seen Priyanka advis-
ing her brother Sushant about
medicine which was not in sync
with the medicine that she had
got for Sushant and that’s why
she left the actor’s household on
June 8. At the end of the com-
plaint she came to know about
the medical prescriptions
through the WhatsApp mes-
sages,” Sushant’s family lawyer
said.

“Lastly this is not a cognis-
able offence at all for the police
to accept the complaint. For
accepting the offence, the com-
plaint should disclose the com-
mission of the cognisable
offence. The police have no clue
whether Tele Medicine Practice

Guidelines, 2020 have been
adhered to or not,” Singh added.

Meanwhile, 28-year-old
Rhea - who had been questioned
by the NCB for six hours on
Monday -- reached the agency’s
office at Ballard Estate in south
Mumbai. For the second eight
hours, the NCB officials grilled
her on various issues.

Later, Mutha Ashok Jain,
Deputy DG, South-Western
Region, NCB in Mumbai, told
mediapersons: “Rhea has been
sent back to her home. She has
been called back tomorrow, the
interrogation will continue”.

The NCB’s case is based on
59 grams of curated marijuana
seized from alleged drug ped-
dlers Abbas Lakhani and Karan
Arora who were arrested earli-
er, and have now been granted
bail.

More seizures were made
from Anuj Keshvani based on
the disclosure from Kaizan
Ibrahim, who according to the
NCB is another drug peddler
who supplied marijuana to
Showik Chakraborty and Samuel
Miranda through Abdel Basit
Parihar.

Keshwani, whose role has
made the investigations more
complicated, is under examina-
tion for questioning. In a state-
ment detailing the drugs seized
from Keshwani, the NCB has
said: “In continuation of opera-
tions against the drug syndicate,
a raid was conducted in Mumbai
by Mumbai Zonal Unit, NCB.
The following drugs were seized:
590 grams of hashish, 0.64 gm of
LSD sheets, 304 gms of mari-
juana, including imported mar-
ijuana joints and capsules, Rs
1,85,200 in cash and 5,000
Indonesian Rupian”.

The quantity of LSD that has
been recovered is commercial
quantity under NDPS Act.

Till now, a total of nine peo-
ple -- Abbas Lakhani, Karan
Arora, Zaid Vilatra, Abdel Basit
Parihar, Anuj Keswani, Kaizan
Ibrahim, Showik Chakraborty,
Samuel Miranda and Dipesh
Sawant -- have been arrested in
this case. Rhea -- whose broth-
er Showik was arrested along
with late actor’s house manager
Samuel Miranda by the NCB on
Friday night in connection with
the Sushant death-related drug
case - was questioned her about
the WhatsApp exchanges
between Rhea and others that the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
had shared with the CBI and
NCB alleging “procuring and
usage” of drugs. It was on the
basis of this WhatsApp message
trail that the ED had joined the

investigations on August 26 into
the allegations that Sushant’s
girlfriend Rhea Chakraborty
used to procure banned drugs
illegally from dealers and admin-
ister them to the late actor.

It may be recalled that the
messages accessed by a few tele-
vision channels on August 25-26,
Rhea talks about drugs and in a
chat between her and Gaurav
Arya who is allegedly a drug
dealer, Rhea writes:”In case we
speak about hard drugs, I haven’t
been doing too much. Tried
MDMA once”. In another mes-
sage sent to Gaurav Arya, she
asks: “You have MD?” 

In the first chat message,
Miranda writes to Rhea “Hi
Rhea, the stuff is almost over”. In
the next message, Jaya Saha tells
Rhea: ‘Use 4 drops in tea, let him
sip it …. Give it 30-40 mins to
kick in’. Then, there emerges a
message in a chat between Rhea
& Jaya Saha: “I have asked him
to coordinate with Shruti (Modi)
& reach it up”. In yet another
message, Rhea writes to Jaya
Saha “Thank you so much”
Reply from Jaya: “No problem
bro, hope it helps”.

In the seventh and last
accessed chat message, Miranda
writes to Rhea: ‘Should we take
it from Showik’s friend? But he
has just hash & bud’.

The WA chat messages hint
at the fact that Rhea was alleged-
ly procuring drugs for use by the
actor. On her part, Rhea had ear-
lier denied consuming drugs and
said that she was prepared for a
drug test anytime. She, howev-
er, admitted that Sushant used to
take marijuana and despite her
efforts, she could not control
him.
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Chirag asked his party lead-

ers to refrain from attacking for-
mer Chief Minister Jitan Ram
Manjhi, a Dalit leader like him,
who has been attacking the LJP
since joining hands with the
JD(U).

The EC is likely to soon
announce the schedule for the
elections to the 243-member
state assembly. They are slated to
be held in October-November.
The LJP had contested on 42
seats in the 2015 elections in  an
lliance with the BJP and other
NDA members. The JD(U) was
then a part of the Opposition
alliance in Bihar. eanwhile, kick-
starting JD(U) campaign for
Bihar Assembly polls,  Kumar on
Monday highlighted the devel-
opment works done by his
Government in the past 15
years and asked party workers to
tell new generation about the
difference between the NDA
and the RJD regimes.

Ina three-hour virtual rally,
Kumar raked up the issue of for-

mer minister Chandrika Rai’s
daughter Aishwarya Rai,
estranged wife of RJD president
Lalu Prasad’s elder son Tej
Pratap Yadav. Their marriage has
broken and the matter is pend-
ing in a Patna court. Kumar also
referred about Jai Vardhan
Yadav, grandson of former
Union Minister Ram Lakhan
Singh Yadav.

Chandrika Rai and Jai
Vardhan Yadav, both RJD MLAs
and hailing from Yadav caste,
recently switched over to JD(U).
Kumar was addressing party’s
virtual rally named “Nischay
Samvad” which was broadcast
live through newly launched
digital platform jdulive.com
from Karpoori Thakur Sabhagar
(conference hall) at the party
office here. The rally was also
available on Facebook, twitter
and TV channels. Thakur was a
veteran socialist leader who
served as a former Chief
Minister of Bihar. “I want to
know as what happened with
former CM Daroga Prasad Rais
son Chandrika Rai and his
daughter Aishwarya Rai”.
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In this category of nations

that have begun to contain the
pandemic are: Saudi Arabia,
Pakistan, Turkey, Italy, Iraq,
Germany, Canada, Bolivia,
Qatar, Egypt, Panama,
Romania, Kuwait, Belgium, etc.
The Indian total count of 4 mil-
lion-plus cases is supposed to be
far less than the actual number
of infections in the country.
Serological surveys have shown
that around 25 per cent of the
population of various States or
districts may have already been
infected. India’s situation is
grave because despite prolonged
lockdown and ramping up of
testing the virus shows no sign
of coming under control.
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New Delhi: Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia has said
that from primary to university level teachers play a pivotal role in
shaping the character, career and personality development of students. 
Addressing an E-Conference organised by the Education Wing of
Brahma Kumaris on the occasion of Teacher's Day, Sisodia said that
teachers are key to material, moral and all round progress of pupils
thereby ensuring holistic and sustainable growth of people and soci-
ety, in the long run. JNU Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. Jagadesh Kumar
addresing the conference said that the teachers through true knowl-
edge can improve both quality and standard of students' life by help-
ing the latter to eliminate negative traits and to imbibe positive val-
ues. Prominent among others who addressed the E-Conference were
Dr. Mohit Gambhir, Director, Innovation Cell, MHRD; Syed Saud
Akhtar, Registrar, Jamia Hamdard; Dr. Vijaya Lakshmi, Joint
Commissioner, KVS; Prof. S P Aggarwal, Principal, Ramanujan
College, Delhi University  Dr. Mruthyunjay, Chairman, Brahma
Kumaris Education Wing, Mount Abu; BK Shukla, Director,
BrahmaKumaris Rajyoga Centres, West Delhi and Prof. EV Girish
from Mumbai. PNS
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Senior Aam Aadmi Party
leader and MCD in-charge

Durgesh Pathak on Monday
said that the BJP spent �1,000
crores last year which was meant
for salaries of their employees but
still salaries have not been
released to employees for six
months.

“How does staff continue
working without getting their
salaries? Last year the BJP-led
MCD spent around Rs. 11,000
crore. Where did all that money
go? Why are the workers not get-
ting their payments despite
spending such a huge sum of
money” he said.

Party councillors led by
AAP’s senior leader on Monday
also staged a protest in support
of MCD employees who were
staging a protest outside the Civic
Centre.

Pathak said that the BJP
should release the salary of the
MCD employees or resign.

“BJP sent police to stop
AAP's protest on the demand of
salary of MCD employees, police
have heckled women volunteers
and beaten up AAP supporters
before putting them in jail,” he
said.

Pathak said that BJP sent
police to stop AAP's protest on
the demand of salary of MCD
employees, police have heckled
women volunteers and beaten up
AAP supporters before putting
them in jail.

AAP MLA Atishi said that
in the next one week, BJP should
give salary to all the employees
of MCD and if they cannot pay
then they must resign from
MCD. She also said that AAP
will run MCD in the same bud-
get, the party will give salary to
every employee.
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Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
chief spokesperson

Saurabh Bhardwaj on Monday
alleged that in Uttar Pradesh
people belonging to Thakur
community are getting prefer-
ence for top post in govern-
ment jobs as the Chief Minister
also belongs to the same com-
munity.

Addressing the media, he
said that after Yogi Adityanath
became the Chief Minister of
Uttar Pradesh, it was very evi-
dent that a certain section of
the Hindu community got a
preference in everything.

“Yogi Adityanath whose
real name is Ajay Mohan Singh
Bisht comes from the Thakur
community. The Thakur com-
munity is getting the preference
in government jobs,” he said.

Referring to an incident, he

said being a Brahmin has
become the worst crime in UP.
“Some people beat up three-
time MLA of UP Nirvendra
Mishra who later succumbed to
death. When Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Singh went to the village
to meet the family of the vic-
tim, he was stopped by the
police and detained at a guest
house located at Atariya
Sitapur,” he said.

The Brahmins and Dalits
are continuously being tor-
tured in Uttar Pradesh," said
Bhardwaj.

The AAP leader said that
the Yogi government has reg-
istered 13 different FIRs against
Sanjay Singh to terrorise him
and on Sunday they detained
him as well. “This is just to ter-
rorise him and to stop his
voice because he is talking
about the rights of Dalits and
Brahmins,” he said.
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Railways Minister Piyush
Goyal has written to Chief

Ministers of various States
requesting to expedite the
progress and resolve critical
issues related to Dedicated
Freight Corridor (DFC).

The minister also held a
review meeting on Monday
with Chief Secretaries of State
Government to expedite the
progress and resolve critical
issues of DFC.

“DFC of Indian Railways is
gathering speed On a mission
mode. Constant weekly mon-
itoring and meetings with all
stakeholders lead to acquisition
of patches and sections of land
which were long delayed.
Indian Railways even deployed
its experts to assist the con-
tractors to tide over operational

difficulties at ground level
implementation,” the ministry
said in a statement.

Goyal has been holding
review meetings with DFC
contractors to resolve their
problems and issues. Chairman
and Chief Executive Officer,
Railway Board Vinod Kumar
Yadav also wrote letters to
Chief Secretaries of State
Governments and General
Managers of Zonal Railways to
expedite the progress and
resolve critical issues. Yadav
also held a meeting with
Dedicated Freight Corridor
contractors to resolve their
problems and issues.

In the last week more than
20 meetings (contract package
wise) were held with respective
field officials of L&T, PMC,
TATA and DFC Officials.
Various issues discussed in the

meeting and resolved and time-
lines given.

A senior railways official
said that a dashboard is being
created to monitor km by km
progress of the project.

“Open house video con-
ferencing also started on a
daily basis to resolve critical
issues of states governments,
zonal railways, contractors on
real time basis. Various issues
like land possession for
RUB/ROB, mutation of land,
land issue for construction of
high tension line, disburse-
ment for private land, award for
land as per original methodol-
ogy etc. also resolved with
State Governments of Punjab,
Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttar
Pradesh and Gujarat in last one
week to expedite the progress
of Dedicated Freight Corridor,”
he said.
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The Delhi Cabinet has decid-
ed to convene one-day spe-

cial session of the Legislative
Assembly on September 14, a
Delhi Government source said
on Monday. 

A proposal by principal
secretary ( Law ) for the one -
day special session of Delhi
assembly was considered and
approved by September 5.

The session will be held
with various safety measures in
place , including testing of leg-
islatures and staff in view of
Covid -19 pandemic
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The Delhi Police has arrest-
ed two suspected mem-

bers of banned terrorist group
Babbar Khalsa International
following a brief exchange of
fire in northwest Delhi. Police
said that they are hardcore
supporters of Khalistan move-
ment and were planning to exe-
cute targeted killings in various
States of northern India on the
directions of Pakistan’s ISI
sponsored Khalistani leaders.

The accused have been
identified as Bhupender alias
Dilawar Singh (41) and
Kulwant Singh (39), both res-
idents of Ludhiana in Punjab.
Police said that the duo was
also wanted in some cases in
Punjab.

According to Sanjeev
Kumar Yadav, the Deputy

Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Special Cell, Bhupender
is a member of two pro
Pakistan related Public groups;
“Pakistan Zindabad
KhalistanZindabad”, and
“Defenders of Pakistan”.

“Two letters of Babbar
Khalsa International remem-
bering and praising Dilawar
Singh Babbar have also been
recovered from his mobile
phone. Bhupender is very
active on Facebook and shared
high radical contents and
videos related to Khalistan and
(SYL) issue on his social media
account,” said the DCP.

“The special cell of Delhi
Police nabbed Bhupender and
his associate Kulwant  on
Saturday night after they
received specific inputs that the
duo had come to Delhi in a car
to receive huge cache of arms

and ammunition to execute the
conspiracy. Police teams laid a
trap near an underpass on
Burari to Majlis Park road. On
Saturday, around 11pm, when
the duo was spotted in their
vehicle, they were overpowered
by after a brief exchange of
fire,” said the DCP.

“Police also recovered
seven pistols with 45 cartridges
from the possession of the
accused. Two Android phones
containing many incriminating
videos and photographs relat-
ed to Khalistani movement
and their propagators were
also recovered,” said the DCP.

“During interrogation,
Bhupinder Singh told police
that in 2016, he went to Saudi
Arabia to work as a driver but
for nearly eight months, when
he did not find any job, he
started spending more time on

Facebook where he came in
contact of several Khalistani
activists and later joined their
movement,” said the DCP.

“Through Facebook, he
came in contact with
Harbinder Singh, Amritpal
Kaur, Randeep Singh and
Jarnail Singh who were arrest-
ed by Punjab Police in 2017 for
being members of banned ter-
ror group Babbar Khalsa
International, and was alleged-
ly being financed by Khalistan
sympathizers in Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia and the UK. They had
formed a group, “Khalistan
Zindabad”, and were planning
to raise a new militant outfit,
“Jatha Veer Khalsa”, on the
anniversary of Operation
Bluestar. They planned to kill
senior leaders who were
involved in the 1984 anti-Sikh
riots cases,” said the DCP.

“Bhupinder Singh told
police that he was inspired by
the Dilawar Singh Babbar who
assassinated Beant Singh so he
adopted alias name as Dilawar
Singh. He revealed that he has
strong feeling for the Kaum and
has enmity towards people
speaking against sikh gurus
and religion and identified three
such persons,” said the DCP.

“Bhupinder has also strong
objection against SYL ( Satluj
Yamuna Link) Canal and is
ready to take life of engineers
working on the project.
Recently he along with his
associate Kulwant Singh hoist-
ed saffron flag (with Insignia)
on a water tank and office of
Tehsil in Raikot,” said the DCP.

“Bhupinder confessed to
have relation with all factions
of Khalistan extremists,” said
the DCP.
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In view of the ongoing coron-
avirus pandemic, the Delhi

Electricity Regulatory
Commission (DERC) has
announced relief from fixed
charges on electricity being
levied upon industries and com-

mercial units.
The fixed charge as per the

commission has been reduced by
50 per cent for the unutilized
capacity of these consumers for
this period of April 2020 and
May 2020. The DERC in its
order on Monday said, “The
Commission observed that dur-

ing the lockdown period till May
30, majority of non-domestic
and industrial consumers did not
use their system to the con-
tracted capacity. However, the
fixed charges at the applicable
rate have been billed to them
based on the billing demand as
per DERC (Supply Code and
Performance Standards)
Regulations, 2017”

The Commission is of the
view that in order to avoid hard-
ships being faced by the stake-
holders including electricity con-
sumers of Delhi due to outbreak
of COVID-19, the fixed charges
for the unutilized capacity

(Contract Demand - Maximum
Demand) during April 2020
and May 2020 for eligible indus-
trial and non-domestic
(Commercial etc) consumers
may be billed at reduced rate of
Rs.125/kVA/month as against
existing rate of Rs 250/ kVA/
month.

Delhi's power minister
Satyendar Jain said, "This will be
a huge relief for the non-domes-
tic and commercial users. The
expected impact of the said
waiver is around Rs. 160 Crore.
This will benefit around 44,000
Industrial consumers and
around 10 Lakh Non-

Domestic/commercial con-
sumers."

Following the decision,
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal tweeted “Delhi govt
stands with the people of Delhi
in this hour of crisis. This relief
in fixed charges will help lakhs
of people to face hardships
caused by Corona”.

The regulator further said
that the tariff schedule for FY
2019-20 applicable up to August
31and the tariff schedule for FY
2020-21 issued on August 28
applicable w.e.f. September 1
inter alia, provides that for all cat-
egories other than domestic one,

fixed charges are to be levied
based on billing demand per
kW/kVA or part thereof.

The order further said that
the distribution licensees are
directed to adjust the fixed
charges of April 2020 and May
2020 for such consumers in
subsequent two billing cycles
from the issuance of this order.

The announcement came
days after the Delhi Chief
Minister assured the traders and
industrial associations that the
government will provide relief
from fixed charges on electrici-
ty being levied upon industries
and commercial units.
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Stressing on quality of edu-
cation and academic pres-

sure on students, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia on
Monday submitted his views
on changes require in current
National Education Policy 2020
during his interaction in a
conference organised by the
Union Education Ministry.

Sisodia, who also holds
the portfolio of Education
Minister in Delhi cabinet said
detailed action plan and com-
mitment to resources are key to
effective implementation of
the new education policy.

Submitting critical views
on NEP, Sisodia said the new
policy lacks the action plan.

“The implementation of
this policy should be carefully
planned so that it is not limit-
ed to just a wonderful
idea.”Even after 73 years of
independence, we hide the
shortcomings of our govern-
ments by blaming Macaulay.”

“In the year 1968 and 1986,
new education policies were
formulated. Macaulay is used as
an excuse to hide the failures in
the implementation of those
policies. Macaulay  did not stop
us from implementing our
own education policy since
independence”, “Today, we
should take a pledge that no
one will ever take Macaulay's
name to hide his shortcom-
ings,” Sisodia added.

Citing a report on stu-
dents suicide ratio in India,
Sisodia said that we need to
think about lapses in the edu-

cation policies which caused
immense pressure and stress
among students resulting in a
situation where they commit
suicide.

“The National Education
Policy talks about vocational
education. At present, about 80
percent of the youth having a
degree are not considered
employable. This needs our
attention. Even after complet-
ing 20 years of education, if our
students are not employable
then where does the fault lies?”
It is inappropriate to treat
Vocational degree differently
from undergraduate degree in
any other subject. These cours-
es should be given equal
importance, then only we will
be able to reap their benefits.”

He said, “It is necessary to
put national education policy
into p

ractice rather than restrict-
ing it to only wishful thinking.
This policy talks about spend-
ing 6 percent of GDP on edu-
cation. It has been said in 1968
policy as well but never imple-
mented. Thus, a law should be
made so that successive gov-
ernments are  bound by it and
necessary resources needed for
effective implementation of
the policy can be guaranteed.”

He further said“It is very
important to get out of the slav-
ery of rote learning and exam-
ination-oriented education.”
Welcoming the inclusion of
early childhood education in
the new education policy, Shri
Sisodia said, “We have to com-
pete with developed countries
through education”.
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With an aim to provide all-
round relief and support

to people suffering from men-
tal health problems, which have
only aggravated during the
Covid-19-induced lockdown,
the Centre on Monday
launched a 24X7 multi-lingual
dedicated toll-free helpline ser-
vice named ‘Kiran’

As per latest statistics, men-
tal illness is prevalent among
nearly 11 percent of adults and
over 7 percent of adolescents in
India.

During the launch of the
helpline no 18005990019, Union
Minister for Social Justice and
Empowerment (MSJE),
Thaawarchand Gehlot explained
that the tele-service will cater to
people in distress, mental health
emergency and pandemic
induced psychological issues
amid ongoing Covid-19 out-
break which has impacted men-
tal health of many people in the
country.

“People will be able to avail
counseling for their mental
health related problems by sit-
ting at the home itself and that
too in their mother tongue,” the

Minister said.
Available in Hindi,

Assamese, Tamil, Marathi,
Odia, Telugu, Malayalam,
Gujarati, Punjabi, Kannada,
Bengali, Urdu and English, the
helpline is backed by a battery
of clinical/rehabilitation psy-
chologists and psychiatrists
who will be answering the
queries of the person in distress
or his/her family members.

They will be counseling
about availability of mental
health rehabilitation services
like early screening, first-aid,
psychological support, distress
management, mental wellbeing,
promoting positive behaviours,
psychological crisis manage-
ment etc, Gehlot said hoping
that the helpline will be equal-
ly useful for family members of
persons with mental illness.

A wide range of mental ill-
ness related issues such as
stress, anxiety, depression, panic
attacks, adjustment disorders,
post-traumatic stress disorders,
substance abuse, suicidal
thoughts, pandemic 
induced psychological issues as
well as mental health emer-
gencies will also be taken up
online, said  Secretary,
Department of People with
Disability (DEPwD) Shakuntala
Gamlin. 

Joint Secretary (Disability)
Prabodh Seth in his presenta-
tion talked about the mental
health status in the country
pointing out that as per a
national survey, mental illness
is prevalent among 10.6 percent
and 7.3 per cent of the adults
and adolescents respectively in
the country while treatment gap

ranges between 70 per cent to
92 per cent.

With such dismal scenario,
the launch of the much-await-
ed tele-consultation 
service has come in the back-
drop of the disturbing data

released by National Crimes
Record Bureau (NCRB) recent-
ly which noted that more than
1.39 lakh Indians died by sui-
cide in the year 2019, 67 per
cent of which were young adults
(18-45 years). 
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Five States continue con-
tribute to 60 per cent of the

total Covid-19 cases with
Maharashtra topping the list
with 21.6 per cent cases, fol-
lowed by Andhra Pradesh with
11.8 per cent, Tamil Nadu 11
per cent, Karnataka 9.5 per
cent and Uttar Pradesh 6.3 per
cent.

Maharashtra also con-
tributed 26.76 per cent of the
active cases in the country, fol-
lowed by Andhra Pradesh 11.30
per cent, Karnataka 11.25 per
cent, Uttar Pradesh 6.98 per cent
and Tamil Nadu 5.83 per cent,
said the Union Health Ministry
in a statement here.

Meanwhile, it said, the
Covid-19 recovery rate in India
has risen to 77.31 per cent with
69,564 patients recuperating
from the disease in 24 hours
pushing the total number of
recoveries to 32.5 lakh. The case
fatality rate has further dropped
to 1.7 per cent, it said.   Nearly
five crore COVID-19 tests have
been conducted till date with 7.2
lakh of them carried out in the
last 24 hours, the Ministry said.

“On a continuous upward
trajectory, India’s total recovered
cases have crossed 32.5 lakh
today, with 69,564 patients
being discharged in the last 24
hours. This has resulted in the

recovery rate touching 77.31 per
cent,” it said in a statement.

In the last 24 hours, Andhra
Pradesh recorded the highest
recoveries at 11,915. Karnataka
and Maharashtra saw 9,575 and
7,826 recoveries respectively.
Tamil Nadu witnessed 5,820
people recuperating from the
disease and Uttar Pradesh 4,779
recoveries during the same peri-
od, it said.

India’s Covid-19 tally of
cases went past 42 lakh On
Monday with a record 90,802
people being infected in a day,
according to the Union Health
Ministry data.
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Parliamentarians may be
ruing the fact that their

“r ight” to Quest ion the
Government on the floor of
the Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha has been suspended by
the Centre, with the doing
away of the Question Hour in
the forthcoming Monsoon
Session, but it has certainly
brought a huge sigh of relief
to the babus who have
escaped the grind of prepar-
ing answers to the MPs’ ques-
tions.

All  questions for
Question Hour — the first
hour of business every day
when Parliament is in session
— have to be tabled 15 days
before the session and prepa-
ration for this involves a very
tiring process at various min-
istry and departments of the
Government. 

“Yes, indeed. We are a bit
relaxed this time. More often

than not, most of our time
used to get consumed in
framing answers to questions
for which we had to leave all
other important work of the
Ministry. One answer had
the involvement right from
Secretariat  staf f  t i l l  the
Secretary of the department
and then briefing the con-
cerned Minister. While we are
already undergoing huge
amount of stress in our daily
of f ice routine due to
Coronavirus, the foregoing
of Question Hour this time
can be termed as a blessing in
disguise,” said a top officer in
a Ministry.

MPs are required to sub-
mit questions for Question
Hour in Parliament 15 days in
advance.  The Monsoon
Session is scheduled from
September 14 and for the
first time in the history of
Parliament, there will not be
any Question Hour keeping in
view safeguards related to the
coronavirus pandemic.
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The Supreme Court on
Monday granted another

four weeks time to states,
which have not yet filed affi-
davits on a plea seeking direc-
tions to provide masks and
sanitisers to the elderly amid
the COVID-19 pandemic, to
file their responses.

The matter came up for
hearing before a bench head-
ed by Justice Ashok Bhushan
which had on August 4 direct-
ed that all eligible old age per-
sons should be regularly paid
pension and states should pro-
vide them necessary medi-
cines, masks, sanitisers and
other essential goods in wake

of the pandemic.
The bench, also compris-

ing Justices R S Reddy and M
R Shah, was hearing a plea filed
by former union minister and
senior advocate Ashwani
Kumar who has sought direc-
tions with regard to the elder-
ly, saying they need more care
and protection in this time of
pandemic.

During the hearing con-
ducted through video-confer-
encing, Kumar told the bench
that only some states including
Odisha and Punjab have
responded to the petition so
far.

Priority should be granted
to elderly people who are being
treated at hospitals, Kumar
said.
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President Ram Nath Kovind
and Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on Monday
said the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 has been
formulated after an unprece-
dented and lengthy process of
consultations, involving the
suggestions from more than
two lakh gram panchayats,
local bodies and about 675 dis-
tricts and the NEP is in a way,
without pressure and without
influence to learn democratic
values. 

Speaking at the
‘Governors’ Conference on
NEP 2020’ via video-confer-
encing, both the President and
the PM said that the policy will
be able to take the youth for-
ward, in accordance with the
needs and aspirations of the
21st century. 

The conference was
attended by Governors,
Education Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank and Vice-
Chancellors of universities, as
well as education ministers of
all states.

Kovind encouraged all the
Governors and Education

Ministers who play an effective
role in making India a ‘knowl-
edge-hub’, to contribute in
implementing NEP across the
country.

“The success of the
National Education Policy will
depend on the effective con-
tribution of both the Centre
and the State. Education is the
subject of the concurrent list
under the Indian Constitution.
Therefore, it requires joint and
coordinated action by the
Centre and the States,” Kovind
stated.

President Kovind said that
the field of higher education
requires highly qualified per-
sons on the vacancies of Vice
Chancellors and Teachers of
Universities to ensure time
bound adherence to the rec-
ommendations of this
Education Policy.

“The use and integration
of technology will accelerate
learning process improvement
and yield better results. For
this, the National Educational
Technology Forum - NETF.
Will be established. NETF The
State government agencies will
also provide consultation,” he
said.

New Delhi: The Government
has sought �18.31 crore from
the Asian Development Bank
for  technical assistance to
update the ‘Covid war room’ in
the Union Health Ministry
and has also asked the Bank to
help select other organisations
with technical expertise that
can help in analysis and data
visualisation on coronavirus. 

PNS
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Congress president Sonia
Gandhi will formulate the

party’s Parliament plan on
Tuesday at a meeting of the
strategy group she has called
ahead of the Monsoon Session
starting from September 14.
The meeting will also be
attended by former PM
Manmohan Singh and
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi.

The Congress parliamen-
tary strategy group consists of
seniors from both Houses.
“The Congress strategists will
discuss the line to be adopted
on government ordinances.
Around 11 Bills replacing ordi-
nances are expected to be
tabled in the session and the
party will formulate its view on
each. Besides, there will be dis-
cussions on priority issues,
including the LAC standoff
with China, non-payment of
GST compensation to states,
the rising Covid-19 burden
and a failed lockdown and the
continued insistence of the
government on conducting
competitive and university
exams,” said an AICC func-
tionary.

After the Tuesday meeting
of the Congress, leaders of the
larger opposition, including
the TMC, Left parties, Shiv
Sena and the NCP, are expect-
ed to meet later this week to

articulate a joint floor strategy
for the Parliament session. 
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Union Environment
Minister

P r a k a s h
Javadekar on
M o n d a y
exhorted the
States to use
cleaner fuels,
bui ld good
roads to ease
traf f ic  and
ensure that
brick ki lns
use zigzag
technology to
help the envi-
ronment free
of pollution.

“It  is also
the states’
responsibili-
ty,” Javadekar
said while
addressing a
webinar on
the f irst  
e v e r
International
Day of Clean
Air for Blue
Skies here.
He added,
“We did not
have to cele-
brate blue
skies day ear-
lier, but with 
industrialisa-
tion and huge
increase in
population,
number of
v e h i c l e s ,
waste and
dust, pollu-
tion has gone
up.”

T h e
Centre has

upgraded the fuel standard to
BS-VI to fight pollution, he 
said urging people to shift to

electric vehicles.
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Former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh on

Monday conferred the Indira
Gandhi Peace Prize on British
broadcaster David
Attenborough at a virtual
event. While Singh said there
can be no more deserving
recipient of the award than Sir
David at this time when the
world is gripped by growing
anxiety over the state of our
environment and our planet,
Congress President Sonia
Gandhi described him as one
of Nature’s “most staunch con-
science keepers” for over half
a century. David is also the
brother of actor Richard
Attenborough, who had direct-
ed and produced the acclaimed
film ‘Gandhi’.

Accepting the award for
the year 2019, David said, “We
have to change from being
nationalists to being interna-
tional”.
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Director General of CISF
Rajesh Ranjan on Monday

reviewed the operational pre-
paredness of the Delhi Metro
Rail network that began opera-
tions after a gap of 169 days due
to the Covid-19 lockdown.

Ranjan visited Delhi Metro
Rail network and took stock of
the situation and arrangements
made from CISF perspective to
meet the challenge of Covid-19
pandemic, a CISF spokesperson
said in a statement. The DG
along-with Additional Director
(Headquarters) Sudhir Kumar
Saxena, Inspector General
(NCR) Dayal Gangwar, Deputy
Inspector General (DMRC)
Jitender Rana, and other senior
officers boarded the Metro train
from Central Secretariat station
and travelled to Rajiv Chowk and
then to Jor Bagh metro station,
the official said.

The CISF chief interacted
with the paramilitary personnel
and advised them to maintain
minimum close proximity inter-
action with passengers without
compromising on security pro-
cedures.
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In a bizarre incident of its
kind, a 19-year-old woman

who was quarantined for sus-
pected Covid-19  was brutally
raped by a health inspector at
Thiruvananthapuram last
Thursday. The woman hailing
from Kollam district was sum-
moned by Pradeep Kumar, the
health worker, to his home to
issue a medical certificate so
that she could rejoin for duty
on Monday.

When the woman reached
the house of the health inspec-
tor, he reportedly ushered her
to the ‘office room’ where he
tried to misbehave with her.
When the victim resisted his
overtures, Pradeep Kumar tied
her to a cot in the room, tied
both her hands and legs, stuffed
clothes into her mouth and
raped her, says the FIR.  

Once she was allowed to go
home, she told her parents
what happened and they took
her to the nearest hospital
where the physicians con-
firmed that rape has indeed
taken place. The victim’s fam-
ily complained to the police
and a First Information Report
has been registered. Kumar

has been arrested since then.
This is the second rape

involving Covid-19 victims
happening in the State in two
days. On Saturday night, a
Covid-19 patient who was
being shifted to a hospital was
raped by the ambulance driver,
an accused in a murder case. He
has been arrested and the police
probe found out on Monday
that he was the main accused in
kidnapping an engineering
graduate and raping her.

While police is investigat-
ing the case, the Opposition
BJP and the Congress declared
an indefinite agitation demand-
ing the resignation of health
minister KK Shylaja owning up
moral responsibility for the
incidents.

The Kerala unit of the
Mahila Morchha staged a mas-
sive demonstration at
Thiruvananthapuram demand-
ing the resignation of the health
minister. Youth Congress  work-
ers too held demonstrations in
various places in the State.
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Thomas Isaac, Finance
Minister of Kerala, was

diagnosed with Covid-19 on
Monday and this resulted in
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, Health Minister KK
Shylaja and CPI(M) secretary
Kodiyeri Balakrishnan opting
to be under observation.

Isaac had interacted with
Vijayan, Shylaja and
Balakrishnan during a party
conclave held on Friday which
necessitated them to go 
under observation. This result-
ed in the cancellation of
Monday’s press briefing by
Chief Minister Vijayan.

Elsewhere in Kerala, 1,648
new persons were diagnosed

with Covid-19 on Monday. 12
more persons succumbed to
the pandemic on Monday tak-
ing the fatalities till date to 359.

Out of the total cases diag-
nosed positive on Monday,
1,495 persons contracted the
pandemic through local trans-
mission. A release by the health
department said as on Monday
evening, there were 22,066

active patients under treatment
in various hospitals in the State.

The day also saw more
than 150 patients admitted to
the First Line Treatment 
Centre at Chenganoor observ-
ing fast to highlight their griev-
ances like indifference of the
medical team in the hospital
including doctors and lack of
medicine.
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The Bengal Government has
raised its voice against what it

called “heavily centralised” and
“anti-federal” new economic pol-
icy proposed by the Centre.

Coming down heavily on the
Centre for “trying to impose” a
New Economic Policy which went
against the grains of federalism and
would only lead to corporatisation
of education, State Education
Minister Partho Chatterjee on
Monday said that “the NEP is a
product of Centre’s unilateralism
as it did not heed the proposals and
objections of the States which put
forward their views.”

Claiming that the NEP would
only promote corporatisation of
education he said, “Bengal had
already conveyed its views in a vir-
tual meeting with the central rep-
resentatives … we had raised cer-
tain points and had expressed our
objection against a number of
clauses but that was not taken care
of by the Centre while drafting its
new education policy.” Apart from
undermining the federal structure
of the country the NEP would also

promote corporatisation of edu-
cation which was the last thing his
party the Trinamool Congress
wanted, he said.

“All the Opposition parties
should have been consulted and
their views taken before drafting
the NEP. But instead of doing that
they are now imposing the new
policy on the State Governments
showing utter disregard for the fact
that India is a country of diverse
cultures and traits … contrary to
what they claimed the opposition
was not consulted before bringing
this new education policy … the
States should have been taken
into consideration before adopting
the NEP. This shows that the
Centre is trying to curb the State’s
role in education despite the fact
that education comes under the
concurrent list,” he said.

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee too had earlier expressed
her opposition saying the States
were not discussed before declar-
ing the NEP. She had in fact con-
stituted a committee comprising
noted intellectuals like Pabitra
Sarkar, Nrisingha Prasad Bhaduri
and others to evaluate the NEP.
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Jammu — popularly known
as “City of Temples” is wit-

nessing a “tug of war” between
three senior women officers
over an alleged attempt to
“unsurp” prime property of
one of the oldest temples in the
city for a 35 crore multilevel
mechanised car parking and a
commercial complex.

The temple in question is
known as Panjvakhtar temple.

Ever since the revelation has
come to light the local residents
and devotees are up in arms
against the concerned authori-
ties  while blame game has start-
ed among the senior func-
tionaries to save their own skin.  

In the last two days, three
different letters have surfaced
in the public domain.Each one
is written by these three women
officers to shift the blame on
the other.

Meanwhile, to contain the
growing anger among the
devotees, Lt-Governor Manoj
Sinha on Monday visited the
temple complex to cool down
the tempers, a day after the said
tender was withdrawn by the
concerned agency.

Trouble erupted last week
when a High Court appointed
caretaker of the temple com-
plex Retired Sessions Judge
Suresh Sharma went public
and alleged the Jammu

Municipal Corporation and
Jammu Development
Authority in collaboration with
the National Highways and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation Limited had float-
ed a tender to construct a
multi level parking in the tem-
ple premises at a total cost of
over 35 crore.

The caretaker of the his-
toric temple also alleged in the
tender document it has been
claimed that  the JMC is the
absolute owner of the plot of
land measuring 3285 square
meters situated at Panjvakhtar
Temple and proposes to devel-
op and implement the 
project on Public Private
Partnership mode.

As the public anger spilled
on to the streets and several
socio political organisations
joined hands together to corner
the Government, the first letter
written by the Commissioner of
Jammu Municipal Corporation
Avny Lavasa surfaced in the
public domain.

Setting the record straight,
in her  communication to the
Principal Secretary to the
Government, Housing and
Urban Development
Department JMC commis-
sioner wrote, “JMC has neither
staked any claim to this land
nor been involved in any park-
ing project that is to be made
on this land. The controversy

may be put to rest by getting
the matter clarified from the
Jammu Development
Authority or any other depart-
ment/organisation that may
be involved in the proposed
project”.

Moving swiftly, Vice-
Chairperson of Jammu
Development Authority, Babila
Rakwal  wrote a second letter
addressed to Suresh Sharma,
Retd Sessions Judge and
Caretaker of Panjvakhtar tem-
ple.  In her letter she made
mention of the fact that the
JMC Commissioner has clari-
fied that the parcel of land on
which the proposed project
will come up is not owned by
the Corporation.

“The mention of the JMC
as the owner of the land in the
Notice Inviting Tender (NIT)
for the project was an inad-
vertent error and is regretted.
The said NIT has been with-
drawn”, VC JDA mentioned in
the letter, adding “the said
parking was being developed
earlier under the Smart City
Mission by the Deputy
Commissioner Jammu”.

In the communication, she
has revealed that Divisional
Commissioner Jammu has
been requested to verify the
title of land expeditiously and
any development by the
Government, for public good,
will only be undertaken there-

after after following due
process.

On Monday, it was the
turn of the Deputy
Commissioner,Jammu Sushma
Chauhan to respond to the two
previous letters written by her
colleagues heading two differ-
ent departments. 

In her official communi-
cation addressed to the office
of Vice Chairman, Jammu
Development Authority, she
wrote, “it is a matter of record
that the board of Jammu Smart

City Ltd, which is headed by
the Divisional Commissioner,
Jammu in its 6th meeting of the
Board of Directors, held on
June 20, 2020, deliberated on
the agenda item pertaining to
the development of a parking
project near Panjvakhtar tem-
ple on land bearing Khasra no
351, measuring 19 kanals 8
marla, khasna no 355 measur-
ing 17 Marlas, in village Jammu
Khas, Tehsil Jammu, title of
which belongs to the
Panjvakhtar temple”. 
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The fierce turf war going between the Trinamool
Congress and BJP saw yet another saffron worker, this

time a woman, getting shot by alleged ruling party goons
at Vishnupur in South 24 Parganas, sources said.

The victim, Radharani Naskar had been admitted
to the Calcutta Medical College Hospital in a serious con-
dition, State BJP women’s wing president Agnimitra Paul
said. The men of Debashis Naskar, a local TMC tough shot
at the victim and fled, Barun Naskar her husband said.
One person had been arrested in connection of the inci-
dent, police said.

This is the third such incident in the past two days
when saffron workers were attacked with fire arms lead-
ing State BJP president Dilip Ghosh to warn the police
that they would be adequately taken care of after his party
came to power in the next year’s elections. While a BJP
booth president was shot dead at Kalna town in East
Burdwan district on Sunday another BJP worker was shot
and grievously wounded at Ichapore in Noth 24 Parganas.

Reacting to the situation senior TMC leader and
Education Minister Partho Chatterjee said “culprits will not
be spared he or she being member of any party… it is always
not that whatever the BJP or the Centre does is good and
whatever the TMC and Bengal Government do is bad.”

Meanwhile, in an unrelated incident a timely action of
the Kolkata Police on Monday saved 21 children from being
smuggled out to distant places for forced labour.   Following
a tip off the cops rescued the children aged between 10 and
17 years who were brought by an overnight bus from
Begusarai and Samastipur in Bihar, sources said. 
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An honest attempt by 23
senior leaders of the
Congress to assess the
reasons for the party’s

steady decline over the last six
years, and to present a plan for its
revival, has been rebuffed by the
Gandhis and the coterie surround-
ing them. This does not augur well
for the party.  

While it has faced many inter-
nal dissensions and conflicts over
personalities and policies, this is
certainly the biggest existential
crisis that it has faced in a long time
because it has become rudderless
and a sense of hopelessness has
crept into the rank and file.   

Looking at the manner in
which these voices were drowned
in the last Congress Working
Committee (CWC) meeting, it is
clear that the Gandhis, who run the
party as a private limited compa-
ny, and their sycophants, will not
allow honest introspection.

There is a set pattern to
responses to calls for inner-party
debate when a member of the
Nehru-Gandhi family is at the
helm. Such moves are seen as a
revolt and any talk of collective
leadership and inner-party elec-
tions is regarded as blasphemy.
Then there are demands that are
bandied about with the blessings
of the family, when a member of
the family is not the head of the
party. These slogans were raised by
family loyalists when PV
Narasimha Rao, Sitaram Kesari
and others were party presidents.

Going by this yardstick, the
signatories to the letter to the
Congress president have really
done something that is sacrilegious
because they seek internal debate
and democracy when a Gandhi is
at the helm. These senior leaders
decided to abandon the Congress
tradition of beating around the
bush. Instead they did some
straight talking, however bitter
this may sound to the party pres-
ident. Referring to the major
reverses suffered by the party, the
signatories said they had wit-
nessed “a steady decline” of the
Congress Party “reflected in suc-
cessive electoral verdicts” in State
and general elections in 2014 and
2019. They said “the reasons are
manifold and need to be immedi-
ately identified. Otherwise, the
Congress Party will find itself
marginalised, both in the States,
which is already apparent, as well
as at the national level.”

Even more significant is
the readiness of these signato-
ries to do honest diagnosis and
to search for answers and solu-
tions. The letter bluntly tells the
party president the truth about
the worrying erosion of the
party’s support base, specially
among the youth. Analysing the
party’s electoral performance
since 2014, these leaders point
out that over the last six years,
India had added 187 million
first-time voters. However, the
Congress Party did not attract
these voters because “the youth
voted overwhelmingly for Modi
and the BJP.” They pointed out
that the voteshare of the BJP,
which had slumped to just
78.40 million in 2009, rose
sharply to 176 million in 2014
and 229 million in 2019. This
was in sharp contrast to the per-
formance of the Congress Party,
which bagged 123 million votes
in 2009 and was around this fig-
ure (119.40 million) in 2019. 

However, despite this disas-
trous performance by the party,
the signatories lament that the
Congress Party “has not under-
taken any honest introspection
to analyse the reasons for the
continued decline.” In other
words, these leaders are saying
that the lack of introspection
bodes ill for the future of the
party. 

The leaders have made a
series of suggestions. They want
a vigorous nation-wide mem-
bership drive and elections at all
levels. Further, in view of the
gravity of the challenges facing
the party, it is “imperative” to
urgently establish “an institu-
tional leadership mechanism
to collectively guide the party’s
revival”. In other words, there is

need for a collective leadership
at this juncture. Just domi-
nance of a single family will not
do.

These are suggestions that
are coming from well-meaning
leaders of the party and there is
no malice. How can the party
take exception to the sugges-
tions made in this letter? Also,
they have not said this because
they are pro-BJP as alleged ini-
tially. None of these leaders have
in the past shown any fascina-
tion for Narendra Modi or the
BJP.

But the Nehru-Gandhis
have always shunned internal
debate. On May 15, 1999,
Purno Sangma, Sharad Pawar
and Tariq Anwar raised some
important questions at a meet-
ing of the CWC. There was a
raging debate about Ms Sonia
Gandhi’s citizenship status at
that time and that was the cen-
tral issue in the Lok Sabha elec-
tion. Mr Sangma directly asked
her to clarify as to whether she
had dual citizenship of India
and Italy. He said he was putting
this question to her in order to
know the facts so that party
workers across the country
could quash the rumours being
spread by the party’s opponents.
Ms Gandhi refused to answer
the question. Instead she
resigned as party president,
forcing the party to dismiss
Pawar, Sangma and Anwar
from the party. The National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
led by Atal Bihari Vajpayee
won that election comfortably.
The Congress Party’s vote share
in that election was 28.30 per
cent. In 2019, this dropped to
19.50 per cent.

Coming back to the pre-

sent, if these 23 leaders are mar-
ginalised, what will the
Congress be left with? Among
those who have been identified
by the media as signatories to
this letter are Ghulam Nabi
Azad, Veerappa Moily, PJ
Kurien, Anand Sharma,
Bhupinder Singh Hooda, Kapil
Sibal and Prithviraj Chavan. 

PJ Kurien joined the
Congress in his student days in
1959 and can claim 60 years of
association with the party. He
has been in Parliament since
1980. Veerappa Moily became a
Congress MLA in Karnataka in
1972 and has been a staunch
Congressman for 50 years.
Ghulam Nabi Azad’s association
with the Congress is of similar
vintage, having become secre-
tary of a block Congress com-
mittee in 1973. 

It is sad to see the intentions
of individuals like Moily, Azad
and Kurien, to name a few, who
have spent a lifetime in the
party, being doubted. At this
rate, their attempts to revive the
party will just be a cry in the
wilderness and the Congress
will continue to shrink and lose
its relevance.

The response of Sonia
Gandhi, Rahul and Priyanka to
these developments does not
augur well for the Congress.
The signatories to the letter
constitute sane, sincere, credi-
ble voices. By rebuffing them,
the Gandhis are taking the
party further into the mire. This
will have tragic consequences
for the Congress and, more
importantly, for Indian democ-
racy.  

(The writer is an author spe-
cialising in democracy studies.
Views expressed are personal) 
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Sir — At a meeting of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO),  Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh told his
Chinese counterpart that India
would not cede an inch of land.
He  stressed that India is deter-
mined to protect the integrity and
sovereignty of the country at all
costs. Chinese Defence Minister
Wei Fenghe told Singh that rela-
tions between the two countries
had been seriously affected by the
border issue and the responsibil-
ity for the border standoff lay
entirely with the Indian side. 

The latest conflict between
Indian and Chinese troops on the
southern bank of Pangong Tso
raises concerns over escalation at
the Line of Actual Control. China
assumes that India is working at
the behest of the US. It even thinks
that if it fights a war with India,
the US may join in and both of
them may jointly counter it.
Leaving China stunned, India
showed the audacity to carry out
a pre-emptive strike against it. In
fact, neither of the countries
wants a military conflict. But
both are prepared for a large-scale
military conflict. The military
build-up and aggressive posturing

by both sides have raised the spec-
tre of an armed conflict that
could prove to be mutually
destructive. Both the troops must
avoid ranting about battle-readi-

ness and inflicting heavy losses on
the enemy. The continuing stale-
mate makes diplomatic interven-
tions critical. Both the countries
have the ability to resolve their

border disputes bilaterally, so
they must take the border disputes
to the negotiation table. 

Venu GS
Kollam

������������������
Sir — This refers to the news item,
India replaces Brazil for 2nd Covid
spot, The Pioneer, September 7.
India has crossed four million
Coronavirus cases and overtaken
Brazil to become the world’s sec-
ond worst-hit country. But this is
no surprise. India has been
recording the most daily cases in
the world since August and has
had the world’s worst-recorded
case trajectory since August-end.
The most important figure
through any pandemic, however,
is the number of lives lost to it.
India’s case fatality rate of 1.7 per
cent is significantly better than the
global average of 3.2 per cent. A
hard lockdown was one of the few
concepts that had unanimous
scientific backing. The Centre says
that it bought us time to strength-
en our healthcare infrastructure.
This claim, though, will be put to
the  test in coming weeks. Saving
lives from this point will get
tougher by the day, and how the
Government handles this will
determine how well India has
fared against the virus.

N Sadhasiva Reddy
Bengaluru
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Faced with a dwindling tax revenue since the
last financial year of 2019-20, the issue of
“full” and “timely” compensation for the

shortfall in States’ tax revenue (their own collec-
tion plus the amount received as their share in
indirect tax collected by the Centre as per the
Finance Commission’s devolution formula) vis-
à-vis a given benchmark, has been a bone of con-
tention between the Centre and the States. It has
acquired gargantuan dimensions during the cur-
rent year with the Coronavirus pandemic forc-
ing a collapse of businesses, cutting across almost
all sectors (barring essential items) and in turn,
leading to a steep fall in tax collection of both
the Centre and States. During 2020-21, the gap
between what can be arranged from a tax pool
and compensation requirement of the States is
estimated to be �2,35,000 crore (during 2019-20,
this was �70,000 crore). The compensation to
States is intertwined with the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) in vogue since July 1, 2017. The GST
Compensation Act, 2017 provides for compen-
sation to the States for five years (2017-18 to
2021-22) for the loss of revenue to be calculat-
ed as the difference between their actual collec-
tion (including transfer of their share in indirect
tax collected by the Centre) and the amount they
would have got with annual growth at 14 per cent
over the 2015-16 level under the erstwhile dis-
pensation (Central Excise Duty (CED)/service
tax/sales tax/Value Added Tax (VAT) plus other
local taxes). 

To ensure this, the Union Government had
also passed an amendment to the GST
Compensation Act (2018) to levy a cess on the
supply of certain goods and services. The cess
is levied on demerit goods (those which fall in
the highest tax slab of 28 per cent — other slabs
being five per cent, 12 per cent and 18 per cent
besides the exempt category) such as automobiles,
tobacco, drinks and so on with a proviso to use
the proceeds for compensating States. The cess
was to remain in force for five years in sync with
the Centre’s obligation to compensate States for
that period. The rationale behind keeping these
arrangements in place for five years was that at
the end of this transition i.e. 2021-22, the GST
dispensation would have acquired the much-
needed “vitality” and “resilience” to yield suffi-
cient resources for the States  to meet their bud-
getary requirements within a prudential limit set
under the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget
Management Act (FRBM) thereby obviating the
need for any extra support beyond 2021-22. 

During the first two years, viz. 2017-
18/2018-19, collection from the cess was high-
er than the shortfall in tax revenue faced by States.
As a result, there was surplus of about �47,000
crore in the cess pool as on March 31, 2019. This
helped the Centre meet the impending challenge
during 2019-20 when cess proceeds were only
�95,000 crore against compensation requirement
of �1,65,000 crore. 

During the current year, against compensa-
tion requirement of �3,00,000 crore, cess proceeds
are estimated to be about �65,000 crore leading
to a shortfall of �2,35,000 crore. In this backdrop
and with the States unwilling to relent on their
claim for compensation in full, the Centre is talk-
ing of what in legal jargon is termed as force
majeure (unexpected circumstances). Put sim-
ply, the latter has expressed its inability to pay
invoking an event beyond control or what the
Finance Minister, Nirmala Sitharaman, has
described as an “act of God” (the Coronavirus).

The issue was discussed during a marathon
meeting of the GST Council on August 27, 2020.

Ruling out a hike in tax rates or the
Centre making good the shortfall from
either the Consolidated Fund of India
(CFI) or borrowing against its balance
sheet, Sitharaman presented two
options for consideration by the States.

Under option one the Centre, in
consultation with the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI), will provide a special
window to the States to borrow �97,000
crore (this is the amount attributable to
implementation of the GST, while the
rest is apportioned to the pandemic —
as informed by the Revenue Secretary,
Ajay Bhushan Pandey) at a “reasonable”
rate of interest. The loan won’t be treat-
ed as debt in the books of the State
Governments and will be amortised
(both principal and interest) from the
cess collection. An additional FRBM
limit of 0.5 per cent of State Gross
Domestic Product (SGDP) will be
allowed.     

Under option two, the States will
borrow the entire GST compensation
gap of �2,35,000 crore (including
COVID-19 impact portion) from the
market. The collection from the cess
will only pay for the principal amount.
As regards the borrowing treatment,
only an amount up to �97,000 crore
won’t be treated as debt. No addition-
al FRBM limit is allowed under this
option.        

The GST Council also decided that
the above borrowing arrangement
would be for the current fiscal and a
review would be done at the beginning
of the next financial year.

By putting the above options, the
Union Government has made four
things abundantly clear. One, it is not
legally bound to pay the compensation
when there is no money in the cess
pool; second, it won’t borrow on its bal-
ance sheet but is willing to help States
raise a loan; third it does not want the
tax pool to fully cover the cost of ser-
vicing the loan and fourth, the cess on
demerit products will continue beyond

2021-22. On option one, it can’t be fault-
ed. The two provisions in law, namely
one relating to compensation and the
other levy of cess (and collection there-
of) have to be viewed in conjunction
with each other. In other words, the dis-
charge of the constitutional obligation
to compensate States for the loss of rev-
enue would be possible only when there
are enough funds available in the cess
pool. Since the pool is denuded, the
Centre is under no obligation to pay
(this position is even confirmed by the
Attorney-General). By the same logic,
there is no case for it to borrow on its
balance sheet and pay to the States. 

Even so, going for it will have a cat-
astrophic impact on its budgetary
position. Already, the Centre has
increased its borrowing programme
from the budgeted level of around
�8,00,000 crore by 50 per cent to
�12,00,000 crore. This does not include
�90,000 crore towards additional allo-
cation for MGNREGA and employ-
ment schemes for migrant labourers.
Now, if it has to borrow �2,35,000 crore
to cover deficit in the cess pool, its total
borrowings will gallop to �15,25,000
crore or eight per cent of the GDP —
more than twice the budgeted 3.5 per
cent.

Apart from casting a shadow on
India’s ability to protect its macro-eco-
nomic fundamentals and inviting the
wrath of rating agencies by way of
downgrade, borrowing by the Centre
on such a mammoth scale will crowd
the market, harden yield and increase
the cost of borrowing by States even for
their normal borrowing programme
(apart from making things difficult for
the private sector).   

In this backdrop, the proposal put
forward by Sitharaman to help States
raise loans at reasonable rates makes
sense. However, disingenuous  bureau-
crats in the Finance Ministry have
designed the borrowing options in a
manner so as to make it unviable for the

States. Under option one, the loan will
be available at low interest rate and
there won’t be any burden of servicing
on them but this covers only 40 per cent
of the shortfall. So, they will be forced
to think of option two.

Under this option, States can raise
a loan for the full amount of the deficit
i.e. �2,35,000 crore but the Centre won’t
facilitate this. They will have to borrow
from the market at a higher rate. No
additional FRBM limits for these bor-
rowings will make them less credible,
thereby adding to the cost of raising
them. Adding salt to injury, States will
have to bear interest cost from their
own resources as the cess pool will only
pay for the principal amount.    

The Centre should stop this skull-
duggery. It makes no sense to make a
distinction between a shortfall arising
from the GST implementation or the
pandemic. Whatever may be the cause,
the fact remains, there will be deficit of
�2,35,000 crore in the cess pool and all
of it needs to be addressed. The States
should get to borrow this amount
from the “special window” at a low
interest rate and the cost of amortising
it (principal plus interest) must be fund-
ed from the cess pool.  

The cess on demerit products will
have to continue beyond 2021-22 till
such time the loan-related liabilities are
fully cleared. However, this will require
that States refrain from pursuing their
demand — made before the 15th
Finance Commission — for continuing
with compensation for three more
years (beyond 2021-22) as that will
jeopardise the chances of servicing this
loan. Meanwhile, both the Centre and
States should endeavour to remove all
void in GST implementation to achieve
the desired buoyancy in tax revenue,
thereby obviating the need for contin-
uing with the compensation mecha-
nism. 

(The writer is a New Delhi-based
policy analyst)
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Water is the fundamental
requirement for sustaining
life, agriculture and the over-

all economy. With an exponential rise
in the world population and diversi-
fied use of water, coupled with defor-
estation and increasing climactic
vagaries, fresh water sources are under
tremendous pressure globally. During
the last 100 years, there has been a six
to seven-fold increase in the demand
for fresh water. 

However, at the macro level,
though the availability of fresh water

is constant, at the micro level, due to
overexploitation and indiscriminate
use, lopsided planning in human set-
tlements, changes in the hydrological
cycle and pollution, water resources are
dwindling very fast. Though we have
plenty of rainfall in India to recharge
the aquifers, it is unevenly distributed
and unsustainably used to meet the
demand for agriculture and industry.
According to the Central Ground
Water Board, more than 70 per cent
districts are water-stressed and many
cities and towns are critical from the
point of view of availability of safe
drinking water. And on top of this, 70
per cent of the agriculture sector uses
groundwater for irrigation. In a nut-
shell, “blue” as well as “green” water
management has been suffering a lot. 

Many experts have been raising
red flags about the impending water
crisis for the last many years but var-
ious Government bodies have made

fragmentary attempts which did not
bring much relief on the ground. One
classic case of failure was the watershed
scheme which succeeded in very
small patches and that, too, with the
help of people in villages, who were
feeling the pinch of scarcity. One such
example was in Hiware bazaar in the
Ahmednagar district of Maharashtra
where community-based water man-
agement tremendously boosted agri-
culture and milk production, drawing
back the people who migrated to
Mumbai after recurrent drought.

Now, the Centre has created the
Jal Shakti Ministry to tackle the issue
of water scarcity in the country in a
focussed and planned manner. The
Prime Minister announced the launch-
ing of the Jal Jeevan Mission with a
projected expenditure of more than
�3.5 lakh crore. For the first time, the
Jal Shakti Ministry is dealing with most
matters relating to water in different

Ministries in an integrated manner.
The first priority of the Ministry was
to ensure potable water to 15.70 crore
households as out of 18.93 crore
homes in the country, only 3.23 crore
had tap water in 2019. It was started
as a peoples’ programme and involved
citizens in water resources manage-
ment at every level, right from supply,
to reuse, to recharge. 

The guidelines issued under the Jal
Jeevan Mission stressed on service
delivery and involved the people at
every step of its execution. The Gram
Panchayats, Self Help Groups (SHGs),
NGOs and Village Water and
Sanitation Committees were involved
in planning, implementing, managing,
operating and maintaining their own
water supply systems. 

This bottom-up approach has
started paying dividends and 84.84
lakh households were given tap water
connections. The programme is pick-

ing up fast as now one lakh families are
being covered daily. The Ministry, dur-
ing 2019-2020, provided safe drinking
water to 71 lakh people in arsenic-con-
taminated areas and 5.35 lakh people
in fluoride-contaminated areas. One
of the innovative technologies to
monitor water supply and use was the
use of “sensor-based Internet of Things
solution” in which a smart water
meter tracks the quality, regularity of
water supply, quantity and quality of
water. It also tracks flow across distri-
bution channels and thus helps in
checking leakage and minimising
water wastage. 

According to Water Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, in the
post-lockdown period, 32 lakh house-
holds were provided with piped water
by July 28 under the Jal Jeevan Mission,
which also helped in creating employ-
ment for over 42,000 people in six
States. Under the Jal Shakti Abhiyan,

the Ministry has started a massive
water conservation movement with the
help of communities in 1,592 water-
stressed blocks in 256 districts. It
focussed on water conservation
through rain water harvesting, reno-
vation of traditional water bodies, ren-
ovating and maintaining bore wells
and watershed management and
afforestation activities. 

The experts on groundwater are
working in most of the water-stressed
districts of the country. One of the
most outstanding achievements of
the Modi Government was the Swachh
Bharat Mission (SBM). More than six
lakh villages were declared open defe-
cation free and 60 crore people were
helped, with more than 10 crore toi-
lets constructed. 

In phase two, the objective is to
consolidate and perpetuate the gains
of the SBM, including waste manage-
ment. Under the PM’s Krishi Sinchai

Scheme, more than 21.7 lakh hectares
were irrigated during the last three
years.  

Apart from this, innovations and
international cooperation on water
management need to be pursued vig-
orously. However, a major shift is nec-
essary to revamp forest management
with water management in order to
ensure water in our aquifers, dams and
rivers. Without integrating forestry
with water management, the goals of
climate change cannot be achieved.
The additional benefit will be in the
form of regeneration of minor forest
produce primarily animal foods and
medicinal plants. There is no better
time to focus on changing the objec-
tives in COVID-19 times. Will the
Environment Minister, Prakash
Javadekar, take the initiative in this
direction? One hopes so. 

(The writer is a former civil ser-
vant)
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London: Wikileaks co-founder
Julian Assange, who faces
charges of computer hacking
and espionage in the US, on
Monday returned to a UK court
to fight his extradition to the US.

The 49-year-old Australian
national, who has been in
Belmarsh Prison for 16 months,
is wanted over the publication
of classified documents in 2010
and 2011 and faces a possible

penalty of 175 years in jail if
convicted on being extradited to
the US. 

He appeared before the Old
Bailey court in London where
the court was informed of his
formal re-arrest on a new indict-
ment issued in June, during the
coronavirus lockdown, by the
US government. 

The fresh indictment con-
tains 18 charges, including plot-
ting to hack computers and con-
spiring to obtain and disclose
national defence information.

Wearing a dark suit, tie and
white shirt, Assange sat behind
a glass security screen at the
back of the court and spoke only
to say that he did not consent to
his extradition. James Lewis, the
barrister acting for the US
authorities, accuses Assange’s
lawyers of conducting a defence
consisting of “an attack upon the
President of the United States
(which) ignores the institu-
tional competencies of the agen-
cies relevant to this case, the
Constitution of the United
States and the independence of
its courts”.  PTI 
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ASaudi court issued final
verdicts on Monday in the

case of slain Washington Post
columnist and Saudi critic
Jamal Khashoggi after his fam-
ily announced pardons that
spared five of the convicted
individuals from execution.

Saudi Arabia’s state televi-
sion aired few details about the
final verdicts issued by the
Riyadh Criminal Court against
the eight Saudi nationals.

Their names were not
made public.

The court ordered a max-
imum sentence of 20 years in
prison for five. Another
received a 10-year sentence,
and two others were ordered to
serve seven years in prison.

The trial was widely criti-
cised by rights groups and an
independent UN investigator,
who noted that no senior offi-
cials nor anyone suspected of
ordering the killing was found
guilty. The independence of the
court was also brought into
question.

Prior to his killing,
Khashoggi had written criti-
cally of Saudi Arabia’s Crown

Prince Mohammed bin Salman
in columns for the Washington
Post. He’d been living in exile
in the United States for about
a year as Prince Mohammed
oversaw a crackdown in Saudi
Arabia on human rights
activists, writers and critics of
the kingdom’s devastating war
in Yemen.

Khashoggi was killed in
late 2018 inside the Saudi con-
sulate in Turkey.

Among those ensnared in
the killing are a forensic doc-
tor, intelligence and security
officers and individuals who
worked for the crown prince’s
office. The crown prince has
denied any knowledge of the
operation. 

Berlin: Poisoned Russian
opposition leader Alexei
Navalny’s condition has
improved, allowing doctors to
take him out of an induced
coma, the German hospital
treating him said Monday.

Navalny, a fierce, high-
profile critic of Russian
President Vladimir Putin, was
flown to Germany last month
after falling ill on Aug. 20 on a
domestic flight in Russia. 

German chemical weapons
experts say tests show the 44-
year-old was poisoned with a
Soviet-era nerve agent, prompt-
ing the German government
last week to demand that
Russia investigate the case.

“The patient has been
removed from his medically
induced coma and is being
weaned off mechanical venti-
lation,” Berlin’s Charite hospi-

tal said in a statement. “He is
responding to verbal stimuli. 

It remains too early to
gauge the potential long-term
effects of his severe poisoning.” 

It added that the decision
to publicly release details of his
condition was made in con-
sultation with Navalny’s wife.
Navalny had been in an
induced coma in the Berlin
hospital since he was flown to
Germany on Aug. 22 for treat-
ment.

News of his gradual recov-
ery came as German
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s
office indicated that she might
be willing to rethink the fate of
a controversial German-
Russian gas pipeline project —
a sign of Berlin’s growing frus-
tration over Moscow’s
stonewalling about the case.

German authorities said

last week that tests showed
“proof without doubt” that
Navalny was poisoned with a
chemical nerve agent from the
Novichok group. British
authorities identified the
Soviet-era Novichok as the
poison used on former Russian
spy Sergei Skripal and his
daughter in England in 2018.

Russia has denied that the
Kremlin was involved in poi-
soning Navalny and accused
Germany failing to provide
evidence about the poisoning
that it requested in late August.

German Foreign Minister
Heiko Maas said Sunday that
the Russian reaction could
determine whether Germany
changes its long-standing back-
ing for the Nord Stream 2
pipeline, which brings Russian
gas to Germany under the Baltic
Sea, bypassing Ukraine. AP

Washington: The US has two
systems of justice for Black and
White Americans, Democratic
vice presidential nominee
Kamala Harris has said, as the
Indian-origin Senator rebuked
President Donald Trump and
his Attorney General for deny-
ing there is systemic racism in
the country’s justice system.

The strong criticism from
Harris, the first Black and
Indian-American woman on a
major party vice presidential
ticket came less than two
months before the US presi-
dential election.

Democratic Party’s presi-
dential candidate Joe Biden
and his running mate Harris
are challenging incumbent
President Donald Trump and
Vice President Mike Pence of
the Republican Party in the
November 3 election.

Harris, 55, strongly criti-
cised President Trump and
Attorney General William Barr
for denying there is systemic
racism in the US justice system,
saying they are “spending full
time in a different reality.”

“The reality of America
today is what we have seen over
generations and, frankly, since
our inception, which is, we do
have two systems of justice in

America,” Harris told CNN in
an interview.

But she said she was opti-
mistic that as a nation,
Americans hold dear to an
ideal that is inscribed in mar-
ble on the Supreme Court,
which is that ideal of equal jus-
tice under law. 

“And so, while we have two
systems of justice, we also fight
for equal justice under law. And
that means doing what Joe
Biden and I are proposing,
which is having a criminal
justice system that, yes, bans
choke holds and carotid holds,
make sure that we’re going to
require accountability for police
officers who break the rules
and break the law.” 

Harris said their adminis-
tration would invest in com-
munities and the economic
strength of those communities,
but doing it all recognising that
there are huge disparities in the

country based on race.
“And it does us no good if

we want to solve those dispar-
ities to pretend they don’t exist,”
she said.

Harris also suggested that
President Trump was not a
“real leader” on racial justice
and was trying to “pretend that
he has been a leader” on the
coronavirus pandemic.

“I don’t think that most
reasonable people who are pay-
ing attention to the facts would
dispute that there are racial dis-
parities and a system that has
engaged in racism in terms of
how the laws have been
enforced,” said Harris, a
California senator and former
state attorney general. 

“It does us no good to
deny that. Let’s just deal with it.
Let’s be honest. These might be
difficult conversations for
some, but they’re not difficult
conversations for leaders, not
for real leaders.”

Barr, America’s top law
enforcement official, dismissed
the idea of “two justice systems”
told CNN on Wednesday. “I
think we have to be a little care-
ful about throwing the idea of
racism around,” he said. “I
don’t think it is as common as
people suggest.” PTI
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Athens: Greece will be bol-
stering its military with new
armament programmes, a
boost to military personnel
and the development of the
country’s defence industry, the
government spokesman said
Monday, as a tense stand-off
with neighbouring Turkey has
led to concerns of open conflict
between the two NATO allies.

Ankara is currently facing
off against Greece and Cyprus
over oil and gas exploration
rights in the eastern
Mediterranean. Greece and
Turkey have deployed naval
and air forces to assert their
competing claims in the region.

“The Turkish leadership is
unleashing, on a near daily

basis, threats of war and makes
provocative statements against
Greece,” Greek government
spokesman Stelios Petsas said.

“We respond with political,
diplomatic and operational
readiness, determined to do
whatever is necessary to protect
our sovereign rights.” Petsas
said Prime Minister Kyriakos
Mitsotakis would be announc-
ing details of plans to upgrade
the country’s military, during
his annual state of the econo-
my speech on Saturday.

“We are in contact with
friendly countries in order to
reinforce the equipment of our
armed forces,” Petsas said. Last
week, Greece raised 2.5 billion
euros (USD 2.96 billion) in a

bond auction as the country
seeks to increase military
spending and raise funds for
businesses affected by the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Greek media have report-
ed the purchases may include
French-made Rafale fighter jets
and at least one French frigate.
Petsas said Mitsotakis would be
meeting with Macron on
Thursday on the sidelines of a
meeting in Corsica of European
Union Mediterranean coun-
tries. Last Saturday, Turkish
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan warned Greece to
enter talks over disputed east-
ern Mediterranean territorial
claims or face the conse-
quences.  AP
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Kyiv: A leading opposition
activist and several other mem-
bers of an opposition council in
Belarus went missing Monday
and their colleagues feared
they were detained as part of
the authorities’ efforts to
squelch nearly a month of
protests against the re-elec-
tion of the country’s authori-
tarian leader.

Maria Kolesnikova, a mem-
ber of the Coordination Council
created by the opposition to
facilitate talks with President
Alexander Lukashenko on a
transition of power, was report-
edly put on a minibus in the
capital, Minsk, and driven away
by unidentified people.

Her disappearance follows

a massive rally Sunday that
drew an estimated 100,000
protesters pushing for the res-
ignation of Lukashenko, who
extended his 26-year rule in the
Aug. 9 election that the oppo-
sition sees as rigged.

A council member, Maxim
Znak, said Kolesnikova’s col-
leagues fear she was detained.
Two other members of the
council also couldn’t be reached
on Monday, according to Znak.

Lithuanian Foreign
Minister Linas Linkevicius
tweeted that Kolesnikova’s dis-
appearance is part of the
Belarusian authorities’ effort to
“cynically eliminate one by
one” and called for her imme-
diate release. AP
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BJP leader Subramanian
Swamy on Monday urged

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to give directions to Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) to include
agriculture and farm loans in
the recent Resolution
Framework for restructuring
loan moratoriums.

In his letter Swamy pointed
out that the recent circular

issued by RBI directed the
exclusion of agricultural and
farm loans from the moratori-
um restructuring packages.
This circular dated August 6
was presented to Supreme

Court on the ongoing case on
loan moratoriums by the
Government of India. Swamy
also urged Modi to take action
against the officers who draft-
ed these kinds of circulars
which are against the interest of
the farmers.  

RBI’s Resolution Framework
for Covid-19 on moratorium

of loans says specially that
loans to farmers and agricul-
ture filed will not cover the
moratorium package. In the
ongoing case in Supreme
Court, Government of India as
Respondent has produced this
backing the RBI to defend
itself. 
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Markets broke their two-
session losing run to end

with slim gains on Monday as
investors made a cautious
return to equities amid mixed
global cues. 

A depreciating rupee and
concerns over economic recov-
ery contributed to the risk-off
sentiment, traders said. 

After fluctuating between
mild gains and losses during
the session, the 30-share BSE
Sensex finally settled 60.05
points or 0.16 per cent higher
at 38,417.23.

Similarly, the NSE Nifty
advanced 21.20 points or 0.19
per cent to close at 11,355.05.

HUL was the top gainer in
the Sensex pack, spurting 1.77
per cent, followed by TCS,
ITC, Asian Paints, HDFC, HCL
Tech and Nestle India.

On the other hand, M&M,
Bajaj Finance, NTPC,
UltraTech Cement, ONGC and
Bharti Airtel were among the
major laggards, dropping up to
3.46 per cent.  “Indian markets
traded with volatility and final-
ly ended the day with a positive
bias. Virus infections continued
to rise unabated and this fear
combined with a selloff seen in
the US markets in the previous
trading session served to bring
in doubts regarding the con-
tinuation of the momentum
seen in recent times in the mar-
ket.  
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With COVID-19 still dom-
inating major develop-

ments globally, the world econ-
omy is not likely to re-attain
pre-pandemic output levels
before 2022, says a report.

According to Dun &
Bradstreet Country Risk and
the Global Outlook, “nothing
about the pandemic can be
classified as over, despite recov-
eries in activity levels in some
economies in Q3, as evident in
PMIs (Purchasing Managers
Indices), Google Mobility data
and monthly economic data”.
Unemployment will keep rising
above the pre-pandemic base-
line as Government pro-
grammes are phased out and

cease to protect workers, while
the pace of what recovery there
is may yet weaken in Q4, said
Arun Singh, Global Chief
Economist, Dun & Bradstreet.

Singh further said “we do
not expect the world economy
to re-attain pre-pandemic out-
put levels before 2022. The
biggest question mark is not
over the depth of the recent
shock but over its persistence.”

According to Singh, “in
India, the pace of economic
revival will depend on how
quickly the health concerns
abate as India is yet to witness
a peak, economic activity
restarts with ‘Unlock 4’ and
importantly the psychological
impact of the COVID-19 ebbs
away.” The steady rise in

case-loads, even as India
demonstrates one of the high-
est recovery rates, and the
spillover effects of the strict
lockdown measures under-
mines the growth impulses in
Q2 and Q3 of the fiscal year, he
added.

India’s economy suffered
its worst slump on record in
April-June, with the gross
domestic product (GDP) con-
tracting by 23.9 per cent as the
coronavirus-related lockdowns
weighed on the already-declin-
ing consumer demand and
investment. On the employ-
ment front, all countries that
Dun & Bradstreet covers (with
the exception of Serbia) are
showing year-on-year declines,
the report said.

New Delhi:Vodafone Idea Ltd
on Monday unveiled a new
brand identity, as the struggling
telco looked to rediscover itself
post the apex court’s ruling on
past statutory dues.

VIL, which had about 280
million subscribers as of June,
said that Vodafone and Idea
brands will now be called ‘Vi’.

“A brand with its eyes set
on the future, it is built for and
around customers... 

The integration of two
brands is a culmination of the
largest telecom integration in
the world,” VIL said in a state-
ment .
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Former RBI Governor
Raghuram Rajan has said

that as the payment moratori-
um allowed by the central
bank, along with other repay-
ment relaxations, comes to an
end and several entities are
expected to default, the gov-
ernment should come up with
a “well-thought-out” whole-
some plan to deal with the
upcoming financial stress,
rather than going for “piece-
meal” solutions.

In a note on LinkedIn, the
noted economist said that a
variety of structures should be
in place to help debtors and
claimants, such as landlords
and banks, reach agreements to
restructure the obligations,

including writing off unpayable
amounts.

“As the various payment
moratoria come to an end, a
number of entities will be
unable to repay. Instead of
reacting in a piece-meal way,
the government should have a
well-thought-out plan to deal
with the coming financial dis-
tress,” he said.

Rajan said that a number of
arbitration forums should be
set up to renegotiate claims of
various sizes. Civil courts, debt
recovery tribunals, and the
NCLT should be beefed up to
provide rapid back-up judg-
ments.

Talking of stimulus
required from the government,
he said that given the depth of
the contraction in the GDP, a

stimulus will also be needed,
especially investment in infra-
structure construction which
creates jobs and increases
demand for all manner of
inputs like cement and steel.

The Centre should replen-
ish the coffers of the state gov-
ernments, which typically
spend more on infrastructure.
This can be accounted for as
part of the GST dues the Centre
owes the states, he said.

In addition, according to
him, the Centre should notify
shelf-ready projects that are in
the National Infrastructure
Pipeline for implementation.

New Delhi:On a mission
mode, Dedicated Freight
Corridor (DFC) of Indian
Railways is gathering speed.
Constant weekly monitoring
and meetings with all stake
holders lead to acquisition of
patches and sections of land
which were long delayed.
Indian Railways even deployed
its experts to assist the con-
tractors to tide over operational
difficulties at ground level
implementation.

Minister of Railways and
Commerce & Industry Shri
Piyush Goyal held a review
meeting with Chief Secretaries
of State Government to expe-
dite the progress & resolve
critical issues of Dedicated
Freight Corridor (DFC). The
Minister also wrote letters to
Chief Ministers of Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal, Bihar,
Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan,
Gujarat and Maharashtra in
this regard. 
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The Ghaziabad Municipal
Corporation has found a

permanent solution to the
metropolis waste problem. The
Municipal Corporation is going
to set up ten garbage factories
for disposal of garbage in five
zones of the city. 

This information was given
by Municipal Commissioner
Mahendra Singh Tanwar here
today. He told that these
garbage factories will be com-
pletely state-of-the-art and after
the establishment of them,
there will be no problem of
garbage disposal for the next 20
years. 

New Delhi: Rajiv Chaudhry,
General Manager, Northern
Railway and North Central
Railway has informed that,
Northern Railway has set five
new records of loading of food
grain in a row during the
month of August,2020.          

Northern Railway achieved
highest single day loading on
29th of August, 2020 by load-
ing of 59 rakes, breaking the
previous four records in recent
past (24th July, 20 of 55 rakes
22nd April of 54 rakes, 17th
April 53 Rakes &9th April of 51
Rakes respectively). 

He further explained that
Northern Railway has regis-
tered best ever  originating
loading of 6.00 MT during the

month of Aug 2020 i .e.
improvement of 43.12% over
Last year and Best ever
Originating loading of 25.43
MT achieved during the peri-
od of Apr-Aug. i.e. improve-
ment of 29.41% over Last
year. 
Further he added, that today

400th Annapoorna Train (5000
tonne) Long lead-Long haul
grain train run by Northern
Railway.

New Delhi: The Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) is in the process
of setting up an innovation hub
which will focus on future
technology in the financial
services space, an RBI official
said on Monday.

Detailed guidelines in this
respect are expected to be
released soon. “Innovation Hub
is one of the things that we are
trying out where we are look-
ing at actually creating ideation,
creating ideas to evolve tech-
nologies... RBI is in the process
of setting up an Innovation
Hub,” RBI executive director T
Rabi Sankar said while virtually
participating in a conference
organised by FICCI. More
details will come out once it is
finalised, he added.

“We would expect tech-
nology firms, financial entities,

academic entities, even funding
agencies, all of them to inter-
act on this hub and start the
entire process from ideation to
creation to piloting of solu-
tions,” he said. Sankar also
said the RBI has released a
framework for setting up
umbrella entities for operating
pan-India retail payments sys-
tems. It has invited applications
from eligible companies by
February 26, 2021.

As per the framework, the
companies with a net worth of
over �500 crore will be eligible
to set up an umbrella entity
which among other things will
be permitted to set up, manage
and operate new payment sys-
tems in the retail space com-
prising ATMs, White Label
PoS, Aadhaar-based payments
and remittance services.
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Aweek after India report-
ed a significant con-

traction in its GDP during
the April-June quarter of
2020-21 fiscal, former
Reserve Bank Governor and
noted economist Raghuram
Rajan has said that the neg-
ative GDP growth numbers
should alarm everyone.

Emphasising on the
importance of Government
relief or support in the given
scenario, he pointed out
that it is “meagre” so far.

In a note published on
LinkedIn, he also opined
that the 23.9 per cent con-
traction in the GDP during
the Q1 would be “even
worse if the damage to the
informal sector is taken into
account”.

“The recently released
quarterly GDP growth
numbers for the first quar-
ter of FY2020-21 should
alarm us all. The 23.9%
contraction in India (and
the numbers will probably
be worse when we get esti-
mates of the damage in the
informal sector) compares
with a drop of 12.4 % in Italy
and 9.5% in the United
States, two of the most
Covid-affected advanced
countries,” Rajan said.
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pti n Mumbai

The rupee slid 21 paise to
settle at 73.35 against

the US dollar on Monday,
tracking subdued equities
and stronger greenback
against its key rival curren-
cies.

At the interbank forex
market, the Indian unit
opened at 73.17 and lost fur-
ther ground as the trade
progressed.

During the session, the
local unit witnessed an intra-
day high of 73.03 and a low
of 73.44 against the green-
back.

It finally closed at 73.35,
down 21 paise over its pre-
vious close. 

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength against
a basket of six currencies,
rose 0.15 per cent to 92.85.
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Spine, the backbone of our life, a
structure that sets us standing
tall. It is due to this beautifully

engineered structure that we stand
straight and our body gets its stabil-
ity along with flexibility. Our spine is
made of multiple segments of bones
(vertebrae) stacked one over other
and held together by the intervening
discs and ligaments. Within this
structure the spinal cord is placed and
as a whole the spinal column is then
supported by the surrounding mus-
cles. However, with this intricate
design and complex functions to per-
form, the spine is also susceptible to
injuries easily, making back pain the
second commonest cause of day to
day disability. Hence, it is important
to maintain health of each of these
structures in order to keep that
spinal injury away. 

Broadly, spinal injuries can be of
two types, minor injuries (due to wear
and tear) and major injuries (caused
by accidental trauma). While the
major injuries are accidental and sud-
den and therefore mostly beyond our
control, the minor injuries can be
completely taken care of by small
modifications in our life. Also when
we make our spine stronger to pro-
tect it from minor injuries, we pro-
vide more robust structure against the
major injuries thus reducing its
impact. 

Minor injuries of the spine
As described  earlier, with daily

wear and tear, minor injuries occur
in the spine. It is often these minor
injuries that give us warning signs of
increasing trouble when it starts pre-
senting as back pain. Back pain is the
second most common cause for
leave from work. Although most of
these backaches recover easily, what’s
interesting is that simple strategies can
be very effective in preventing recur-
rence of these backaches.

Here are a few curated tips to pro-
tect the spine from minor injuries 
� Be active: The most simplest way
to keep the minor injuries away is to
be active. Regular physical activity
helps not only in keeping the weight
in check, but also strengthens the core
and the muscles which support the
spine. Long hours of sitting at work,
stiffen the muscles and joints; hence

taking break at regular intervals is
essential to keep your system active.
Simple stretching in between work
can be of great help to strengthen the
core and back.
� Healthy diet: Belly fat causes a shift
in the alignment of spine putting
excessive strain on the back. In most
cases this is the starting point of back
pain. Eating healthy not only keeps
the extra kilos in check but having a
balanced diet gives appropriate nutri-
tion to maintain the muscle and bone
strength. A diet rich in proteins, vit-
amins and minerals is the key to pro-
long the health of your spine.
� Correct postures: For standing tall
appropriate alignment of the spine is
most essential. Maintaining appropri-
ate postures during daily activities
helps to avoiding undue strain over
your back. Often we forget to pay
attention to our postures. Conscious
effort to maintain correct posture,
slowly and steadily become a habit.
Some of the key correction in postures
are avoid protruding your belly while
standing, bend from your knees
while picking objects from the
ground, sleeping on sides, maintain-
ing appropriate eye screen height dur-
ing working on the computer/mobile. 
� Choosing fashion appropriately:
We all like to be fashionable, but it
should not be at the cost of your back.
Wearing high heels is a very common

cause of back pain. Similarly Skinny
Jeans or extremely tight clothing
interferes with movements of your
joint and back, thus causing harm to
them. Handbags or purses with
adjustable strap length are essential to
avoid straining of your back and neck.
Backpacks help in even distribution
of weight while carrying heavy
objects. However, if one has to carry
a heavy bag single handed, one must
try to shift hands while lifting weights
so as to avoid strain on one side of the
body.
� Avoid the excess: Overdoing things
are often harmful.  Excessive work-
outs involving heavyweights often do

more harm to your back than bene-
fit. Light exercises and cardio are best
suited for anybody and especially so
if one is suffering from back pain.
Similarly, excessive smoking and
drinking are unhealthy. 
These restrict nutrient entry to major
parts of the body and the spine mak-
ing it more vulnerable to injuries.
People often use braces to support
their back during painful spells but
one must be aware that excessive use
of braces actually weakens your mus-
cles, thus weakening your spine. So
avoid the excess to keep your spine
healthy.
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Gastroenteritis is a highly-contagious infection of the stom-
ach and intestines common in monsoon. It is caused by bac-

teria such as Salmonella, E. coli, Campylobacter or a virus like
Norovirus. Nearly 10 million cases of gastroenteritis are record-
ed per year in India.The disease-causing agents, medically known
as pathogens, are usually transmitted by contaminated drinking
water, consuming raw or undercooked food and improper hand
washing practices. This infection is also called food
poisoning.Visit a doctor if the symptoms do not improve after
five days (in case of children, two days). 

The pathogens causing the disease can live in feces and vomit
and when an infected person vomits, the particles often become
airborne during or after, and may infect people. The pathogens
can also transmit through a sneeze and patients can spread the
virus up to 48 hours after their symptoms have ceased.

Symptoms of stomach flu: The inflammation caused by the
pathogens in the gut of a human being is also known as stom-
ach flu. The disease has symptoms but that may vary depend-
ing on the type of bacteria. Common symptoms of stomach infec-
tion may include:
� Loss of appetite
� Fever
� Blood in your stools
� Diarrhea
� Abdominal cramps and pains
� Vomiting and nausea

Following are the people
who are more susceptible to
getting infected:
� Children may be more sus-
ceptible than adults as their
immune system are immature
and not completely ready to
fight infections.
� Elderly people have a lower
immunity than their children
due to chronic diseases and
age-related ailments. 
� Anyone who is immuno-
compromised is at risk of get-
ting the infection, including
those who are receiving
chemotherapy or suffering
from autoimmune diseases.

Preventing stomach flu
Consume fluids through-

out the day, especially after diarrhea and bouts. Eat regularly but
less in quantity. Eat food and drinks that have potassium, such
as bananas and fruit juice. Some ingredients available at home
can help you keeping electrolytes balanced and cure diarrhea.
One such ingredient is ginger that can help in combating infec-
tion and reduce the severity of stomach and abdominal pain.
Apple cider vinegar and basil would help in soothing stomach
and strengthening it against future infections. Right precautions,
as listed below, may help you prevent a bout of stomach flu:
� Also known as bacterial gastroenteritis, it can transmit through
contaminated food or objects by touching these with infected
hands. It can even transmit from one part of the body to the other
if someone touches eyes, nose or mouth with contaminated hands.
Washing hands frequently with soap and water is a must. One
can also use hand sanitizer with more than 60 per cent alcohol
to sanitize hands and high-traffic surfaces such as cell phones,
tabletops, counters and door knobs. Do not prepare food for oth-
ers until symptoms subside.
� Avoid eating high risk foods, especially raw fish, oysters, under-
cooked meat, raw or undercooked shellfish and other seafood
varieties, unpasteurised milk or juice, cheese made from unpas-
teurised milk and raw or lightly cooked eggs and sprouts. 
� It is important to keep yourself well hydrated to prevent other
ailments. Ensure the water you drink is clean and safe.
� While traveling in confined places such as planes and cruise
ships, chances of getting an infection is higher. Make sure you
take adequate precautions during this time.
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���������������The water
chestnut, also known as
singhara is a sweet fruit which
offers many health benefits. It
acts as a coolant, cures
jaundice, has antioxidant
properties and treats urine
infection. It also cures
indigestion and nausea,
relieves a cough,
helps combat
hypertension,
i m p r o v e s
blood count
and is
beneficial for
the hair too. 

It has
enough amounts of
potassium to help counter the
effect of sodium and is consid-
ered good for lowering blood
pressure as well as for your heart.

Five raw water chestnuts

daily are recommended for a
healthy potassium intake. The
nuts can be eaten raw or boiled.
When they are dried, they can
be milled into a flour (singhara
atta) which is used to make rotis,
poories and paranthas. This
flour is used to prepare foods for
religious festivals, including

Navaratri. 
The flour is

also added to
milk to make
the milk
creamier and

it can be used
to make a bat-

ter for deep-fry-
ing.

Water chestnuts are a great
source of fibre and provide 12
per cent of the daily fibre recom-
mended for women and eight
per cent for men.

Eyes are windows to
our soul and dark cir-
cles make us look tired

and our skin dull and pale.
But this doesn’t mean that
there is no way one can get
rid of them. A few simple
ingredients found in
our kitchen can
help.

One of the
best cures for
tired eyes is
c u c u m b e r .
Cucumbers have
astringent proper-
ties, are skin-lighten-
ers and can help with the
dark under-eye circles. Cut
two thick cucumber slices
and let them chill in the
refrigerator for 30 minutes.
Put the slices on over the
eyes for 10 minutes, then
rinse the area with water. Do
this twice daily for at least a
week.

Make an eye pack using
ground fresh coconut, a
couple of drops of lemon
juice, two teaspoons of grat-
ed cucumber, one teaspoon
fresh cream and three tea-
spoons of china clay. Mix all

these together and
refrigerate. Cover

the eyes with a
cotton gauge
and apply the
mask over it
taking care that

the pack does
not drip into the

eyes. Lie down in a
cool place and relax. Leave
it for 20 minutes and wash
with milk and then water.

Use tomatoes. Mix
equal parts tomato juice
with lemon juice and using
a cotton ball apply it under-
eye area. Leave it for 10
minutes, you can wash it off
with warm water. 

Although dark circles are
caused mainly due to fatigue,

there are other reasons too,
like sleep deprivation. A few
simple ingredients found in

the kitchen can work wonders,
says ROSHANI DEVI 
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It’s no joke that turmeric, a super spice,
is suitable for drinks to snacks, due to its

rich natural properties. It is also known as
‘The Healthiest Spice in the World’. This
tropical plant has a long tradition of use in
Indian cuisine.

Turmeric is a tropical ginger-related
herb native to South East Asia. The plant
has big, waxy green leaves that grow about
five feet tall as the plant matures.

Turmeric is most widely used as a dry
spice consisting of dried and ground rhi-
zomes. This orange powder is the main
ingredient in curry powder mixtures and
is often used to add a natural color to a
number of dishes.

The spice was linked to the improve-
ment of a gene that could reduce the risk
of depression, asthma, and cancer. It also
has properties that can reduce inflamma-
tion.

Turmeric has been used in Ayurvedic
medicine for thousands of years to help
cure inflammation and bacterial associat-
ed disorders, including irritable bowel
syndrome and arthritis. Here are some of
the reasons why turmeric is considered to
be a super spice:

Fights inflammation
Inflammation is the reaction of the

body to injury and infection. This alerts the
immune system to respond either by heal-
ing or restoring damage or by preparing for
war against threats, such as bacteria or
viruses. This is also marketed as an antiox-
idant. Turmeric can also been applied to the
skin for discomfort or inflammation, and
the natural oil can be used in perfumes. 

May prevent and treat Alzheimer’s
disease

Inflammation and oxidative disruption
are the two main contributors to the pro-
gression of Alzheimer’s disease. In addition
to its anti-inflammatory properties, the
work also indicates that curcumin can pre-
vent the formation and even breakup of
amyloid-beta plaques associated with
Alzheimer’s disease.

Good for arthritis
As described earlier, turmeric is a nat-

ural anti-inflammatory agent, it contains
a compound called curcumin, which has
anti-inflammatory effects that can help
people with rheumatoid arthritis, and this
herb has been used in ayurvedica to treat
arthritis.

A powerful cancer fighter
When it comes to other forms of can-

cer, curcumin can do everything from
inhibiting cancer cell death to reducing can-
cer growth and even stopping cancer
spread.

Helps with PMS 
If you have menstrual cramps or other

signs of PMS, such as back pain and
headache, turmeric will offer some much-
needed relief.

Good for skin
Turmeric may also enhance the skin’s

glow. Turmeric will also restore the skin by
taking out its natural glow.
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After being announced as an internation-
al sensation, the World’s No 1 Hair
Serum is finally launching in India.

L'Oréal Paris brings you Extraordinary Oil
Serum, a one-of-its-kind iconic haircare and
style solution for all your hair needs. 

Enriched with a luxurious blend of six pre-
cious floral oils — Lotus, Tiare, Rose, Flax,
Chamomile and Sunflower, this sumptuous,
lightweight and non-greasy formula trans-
forms the hair texture from the very first use,
delivering extraordinary nourishment.

Specially curated for hair of all textures
and types, the utility of this serum ranges right
from using it as a part of your pre-shampoo
rituals or an overnight treatment to a finish-
ing & styling aid. 

Brought to you in an ultra-luxe 100ml
glass bottle, this complete haircare routine is
available for just �499. 

Unique benefits
Nourishment & shine: With a unique,

lightweight formula that penetrates through
hair fibre providing intense nourishment,
while taming dryness and frizz, the serum also
delivers instant shine and smoothness. 

Heat protectant: Known to be one of the
best heat protectants when applying heat up
to 230 °C,  it reduces breakage and helps seal
spilt ends.

All hair types: The Extraordinary Oil
Serum can also be used on colored, chemical-
ly treated or textured hair to get a vibrant
glossy look and enhance those curls and beach
waves! This global success is a perfect solu-
tion for all those curly haired lasses who want
to amp up their curls a notch.
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Nasal congestion due to mucus secretion

is a common issue among infants.
However, despite the great advances made
in medical technology, in majority of
cases, the mucus formed is removed man-
ually by parents, causing great discomfort
to the child.

Omron Healthcare India, the global
leader in the field of clinically proven &
innovative medical equipment for home
health monitoring and therapy, backs the
utility of nasal aspirator to help parents
effectively manage such situations. “A
nasal aspirator is gentle, more efficient, less
invasive, and easier to use in comparison
to manual methods including bulb syringe
or saline drops. It’s very helpful in making
the nasal tract clean for the baby which
plays an important role in improving the
eating and sleeping habits thus reducing the
risk of developing other infections,” says
Rohit Saini, GM-Sales and Marketing,

Omron Healthcare India.
The company has recently unveiled

DuoBaby, a nebuliser cum nasal aspirator
designed especially for new-born babies.
The 2-in-1 device is India’s first-of-its-kind
drug delivery device exclusively designed
for treating respiratory ailments in babies
aged between 0-5 years.

Accompanied with a full suite of
accessories, the DuoBaby eases baby’s
cough and nasal blockages, while treating
upper and lower airway respiratory condi-
tions. It is a path-breaking offering in the
field of drug delivery devices for treatment
of respiratory ailments (ranging from
minor flus to asthmas and bronchitis) in
babies.

As per Rohit, “Along with the key value
proposition, we have tried to bring in
utmost convenience and utility so that the
parents can reduce their visits to clinics
decrease the chances of Covid exposure.”
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Major injuries of the spine or

accidental injuries often have
severe consequences. Although
they can happen to anyone at any-
time men are more frequently
affected with these kind of injuries.
These can range from simple sprain
to major fractures. Patients with pre
existing medical conditions like
arthritis, fibromyalgia, and others
are more prone to  major injuries.
Although majorly beyond our con-
trol there are certain safety mea-
sures that one can take to avoid
injuries to the spine.

�Safety tips: Most spinal
injuries occur during driving or
sports related activities. One must
follow the dictum of safety first
while engaging in such activities to
protect from spinal injuries.
Wearing appropriate protective
gear when playing contact sports,
avoiding diving into shallow waters,
following safety instructions before
engaging in sports are some pro-
tective measures which one can
adapt to avoid spinal injury.
Similarly, fastening your seat belt
while driving a car and wearing a
helmet while riding a bike are sim-
ple measures which have been
highlighted over and over as the are
effective in avoiding that spinal
injury. 

�Stay steady: Once spinal
injury has occurred, stay steady till

appropriate help is available. Trying
to manoeuvre self without appro-
priate support causes more harm
then help. Stabilising the spine in
the patients who are injured is
utmost essential before they are
transferred to the hospital. Trying
to lift these patients unsupported,
with dangling neck, arms and flex-
ing of spine or trying to pull them
out can cause more damaging
injuries. Seeking expert help at the
right time will help one to avoid
further damage. 

�Don’t forget your medi-
cines: In spite of taking utmost
care, ageing is a process one can-
not stop. As you grow  older bones
become weak and brittle.
Osteoporosis makes even a small
accidents cause big injuries, like a
trivial fall can cause vertebral frac-
tures in these patients.
Supplementing calcium and
Vitamin D appropriately is impor-
tant in this sub group  of patients
to maintain bone health. 

Patients with pre existing
arthritis or other bone related dis-
eases should keep appropriate
medical follow up and take their
medicines regularly. 

Prevention is always better
than cure. We can only try to pre-
vent spinal injuries, however if they
do occur take appropriate expert
guidance. 
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Actor Ayushmann
Khurrana has hailed

the decision of The Berlin
International Fi lm
Festival. They declared
that performance awards
will be gender-neutral
from next year’s
edition. The festi-
val, instead of
awards for the
best actor and
actress,  wil l
only recognise
best leading
performance
and best sup-
porting perfor-
mance.

Ayushmann
said, “I whole-
heartedly laud the
Berlin Film Festival’s
decision to award gen-
der-neutral recogni-
tions and I hope all
film festivals across the
world and India follow
suit. We are all actors at
the end of the day and
gender divisions only
highlight the long
prevalent divisive
nature of soci-
eties.”

He added,
“Thus, it is impor-
tant that gender-
neutral awards

should become the norm
when it comes to adjudi-
cating the best work in a
year.”

Ayushmann feels films
and stars can do their bit to

keep such conversa-
tions alive and help
achieve gender
parity in society.
“Gender divisions
are too deeproot-
ed and the film
industr y can
really do its bit to
c h a m p i o n
c h a n g e .
G e n d e r e d
awards, accord-
ing to me, are
totally outdated

and should be
scrapped,” said he.

The actor hopes
that all award func-
tions in India to seri-
ously look at this
inevitable trend. “I
seriously hope all

award functions in
India take a step in the

right direction and do what
is the most obvious thing
towards having a more pro-
gressive society. For me,
good performances are good
performances and they
should be seen without the
gender lens,” he added.

Wellness has become the
buzzword and an essen-
tial concern this year,

which, for everyone, including
fashion players, has been an
awakening one. Designers are
striving to come to terms with the
new paradigm shifts. Brands and
labels are trying to adapt to the
newer trends. Ready-to-wear is
beating the custom-made. Off the
rack clothing is emerging as the
new style. And it’s all because
wellness is the new buzzword.
Well, who knew a pandemic
would transform even the most
sought-after and creative indus-
tries like fashion?

Ready for the go
Designer Payal Jain believes

that ready-to-wear is going to be
the next big thing. Says she,
“People prefer to stay in the safe-
ty and comfort of their homes
and buy what they can online.
Custom-made ensembles always
need multiple fittings and trials.
However, with offices shifted to
work from home patterns, ready-
to-wear has to be the new nor-
mal.”

Well, the Coronavirus has
come as a fear in our lives, leav-
ing no space for social interac-
tions or gatherings. Those who
are moving back to normalcy are
trying hard to maintain safety
protocols and distancing, keeping
their exposure level to a bare min-
imum. Given this mindset, Payal
adds, “Couture or made-to-mea-
sure would take a back seat as
some may get replaced by video
calls.”

On the contrary, designer
Gautam Gupta of label Asha
Gautam, feels that ready-to-wear

will surely be more in demand but
couture or custom-made will
also have its own market. “I don’t
see them competing as they are
serving different needs. With
time being of paramount impor-
tance, consumers prefer more
ready-to-wear than ordering but
at the same time there is equal
urge to wear something different,
which comes only from custom-
made,” says he.

Designer Reynu Taandon, a
bridal wear and couture expert,
says, “Ready-to-wear will beat
custom-made till a certain extent
but definitely not the couture.
Even today, people want to come
to the store, give the measure-
ments and get that perfect look.
The pandemic has made the
most important event in a bride’s
life seem so unpredictable. But
they still look forward to finding
their dream lehenga. And they
always will.”

Athleisure on the rise 
Lockdown has caused people

to become cognisant to their
health and understand the impor-
tance of fitness and good health.
The feel good and wellness factor
would mean a surge in personal
training for fitness. More people
have turned to yoga, meditation,
therapies and home workouts.
And the hesitancy to step out to
gym for workout, the trend cer-
tainly point towards a rise in
demand for athleisure, which
can be used at home. 

Payal agrees and says, “The
fitness industry has been rein-
venting itself with online sessions,
and in turn, boosting the need for
fitness gear and clothing.
Comfort, ease of maintenance,

durability and breathability are
prime concerns for leisure and fit-
ness wear. It’s a fast-growing seg-
ment and will continue to do so
now that most people have dis-
covered fitness at home as a new
way to adapt to the changing

lifestyles.”
Manjula adds that training at

home digitally is here to stay.
“This would spell out a height-
ened trend of athleisure and fit-
ness clothing that is comfortable
and stylish,” she says.

Designer Monisha Jaising
says, “People want to wear cloth-
ing that looks good, feels good
and that they can workout/lounge
in. So athleisure will be huge in
the coming years purely because
of its functionality, practicality

and comfort. Designers will be
designing their athleisure collec-
tion with a very high fashion quo-
tient.”

The market for athleisure is
growing rapidly and with COVID
teaching us a lot of things, fitness
will be one of those markets that
will reinvent itself. “In fact, we can
now only see a lot of innovation
in this segment with internation-
al trends also pointing towards
newer textiles and techniques,”
says Gautam.

Reinvention is key
Fashion’s only constant is

reinvention. And now, more than
ever, it has become imperative for
brands to rethink, reinvent, reuse
and recycle. Payal says, “The
methodologies and processes fol-
lowed through the years are fast-
changing and everyone is restruc-
turing and recreating their brands
as well as businesses to get in sync
with the new normal.”

Having said that, we may also
witness a surge in demand for
durable and useful products,
essential and seasonless apparel,
serving multiple purposes. Says
Manjula, “We will be able to see
amplified consumer priorities
towards wellness, protection and
minimalism. There will be a
preference for work-inspired wear
and essentials for post-pandem-
ic living, offering comfort and ele-
vated with smart and minimalis-
tic edge. Apparel that could serve
multiple occasions and transition
between lounging, working out as
well as WFH, is going to be here
for long.”

Fast fashion
With a heightened aware-

ness around hygiene, health and
wellness, apparel with protective
finishes like anti-microbial, anti-
viral will be preferred. Fabrics
with better performance features
like power stretches,
wicking/moisture management,
anti-odour properties will surely
add an additional appeal for cus-
tomers.”

Reynu feels that though the
pandemic brought along a lot of
negativity but it has provided us
with the opportunity to reflect on
our work and accomplish the tar-
gets whilst maintaining and
ensuring the safety of every team
member.

“Fashion is going digital at a
rapid pace and one will see more
brands adapting to it. Fast fash-
ion will prove to be a huge hit
given that unnecessary movement
is curtailed. Handmade textiles
will be preferred more than the
international brands,” says
Gautam.

For Monisha, it’s time when
people will want to kill two birds
with one stone, which will also
give rise to sustainable buying.
Before buying any product, they
will think twice about whether
the garment will be able to “per-
form” in more than one situation
or aspect.

Well, above all, the concern
for environment has gained
momentum among consumers,
who have begun to realise its
importance due to the pandem-
ic. Hence, responsible apparel
with recycled, repurposed and
eco-friendly material and
processes will enjoy consumers’
attention in the post-COVID
times.

There was a time when stand-
up comedians struggled to

make their mark among the
audience. However, now is the
time when comedians from every
language are diving into the field
without any underlying fears of
not finding the right platform.

Comicstaan Semma Comedy
Pa is a Tamil adaptation of audi-
ences’ favourite Amazon Prime
Original Series Comicstaan. The
launch of the series marks the
channel’s foray into original con-
tent in Tamil language. In the all-
new series, we will see Tamil
industry’s top three comedians
Praveen Kumar, Karthik Kumar
and Rajmohan Arumugam,
experts in their respective genres
of comedy, mentor-selected con-
testants who will compete to
become the king or queen of
comedy in the Tamil stand-up
scene.

Created by Only Much

Louder (OML) Entertainment,
the eight-episode series will be
the first of its kind on a video
streaming service in Tamil lan-
guage. Adding to the local
flavour, the show will be hosted
by the dynamic duo of
Vidyullekha Raman and Mervyn
Rozario.

While comedy as a genre is
not new to the Tamil audience,
the format of the show is fresh
and engaging. It’s the first time
ever that a ‘competition’ is being
introduced, in a genre like stand-
up comedy for the audience to
engage with. Comicstaan Semma
Comedy Pa is expected to bring
forth the local flavour — borrow-
ing from the unique nuances of
Tamil culture, with exclusive sets
performed by each of the partic-
ipants. The trailer gives a sneak
peek into an all-new edition
where six of Tamil comedy’s best
contestants will compete for the

winning title.
Aparna Purohit, Head of

India Originals, said, “Locally-
relevant content has always been
appreciated by our customers,
whether it’s a scripted or
unscripted series or films that
we’ve released on the channel. We
are therefore delighted to launch
our first unscripted original
series in Tamil language. We have
always looked to create new and
ingenious content for its viewers,
and Comicstaan is one such
series, where comedians battle it
out to win the title. The first two
seasons of Comicstaan received
immense love from the audience,
in fact, it made stand-up come-
dy aspirational for the youth. It
not only launched the winners,
but also became a spring board
of success for many talented
contestants! We are now excited
to bring to the audience a recre-
ation of the series, produced

exclusively in Tamil —  borrow-
ing from the local cultural
nuances to appeal to our Tamil
audience.”

Dhruv Sheth, chief operating
officer, OML Entertainment Pvt
Ltd, said, “We are glad to be a
part of a project like Comicstaan
Semma Comedy Pa, which aims
to provide a global platform to
local talent. Leveraging our
robust collaboration with the
OTT channel with multiple
stand-up comedy specials,
Comicstaan was our collective
effort to find and groom fresh,
new voices in comedy. With
this Tamil show, it is our endeav-
our to continue the same
momentum and bring to the
forefront more creative, relatable
and interesting comedy formats
to viewers.”

(The series streams on
Amazon Prime Video from
September 11.)
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The way Novak Djokovic was play-
ing on the tennis court in 2020 —
before and after (even during) the

shutdown caused by a pandemic —
something extraordinary had to happen
for him to lose a match.

And it did.
On Sunday at the 2020 US Open,

already being played in eerie circum-
stances in New York, the world No 1 was
knocked out of the tournament. The rea-
son? Not him playing bad tennis. Not
his opponent having an incredible day.
Djokovic was disqualified without even
a set being complete because he hit the
ball at a line judge.

The Serbian tennis star seemingly
accidentally struck one of the line
judges with a ball in frustration during
his last-16 match against Spain’s Pablo
Carreno Busta. Against the unseeded
Carreno Busta, Djokovic was doing what
he does best in the first set: play efficient
tennis without over-exerting himself and
waiting to pounce on mistakes from his
opponent. At 4-5, on the Spaniard’s
serve, it seemed as if that moment had
arrived. Djokovic had three set points
and Carreno Busta was on the brink of
losing the first set without having actu-
ally played all that badly. The set would
have been over but for an incredible
challenge. Down 0-40, Carreno Busta hit
a forehand that was called out, but
Hawkeye showed it was a hair’s breadth
inside the baseline.

Carreno Busta fought through that
game to keep the set on serve. The frus-
trations were starting to show for
Djokovic as he angrily smashed the ball
into the side of the court.

In the 11th game of the set, Djokovic
was down 0-30 when he slipped and fell
on the court while landing on his left
shoulder. He slumped to the court on his
knees in pain, and a trainer had to come
out to attend the injury mid-game.

After receiving treatment, Djokovic
was striking the ball alright but 0-30
soon ended up becoming a break of
serve. The Spaniard had a chance to
close out the first set but as the players
started to make their ways to their chairs,

the moment that will be talked about for
a long time unfolded.

THE MOMENT
Djokovic appeared to be looking the

other way when he pulled the ball from
his pocket and smacked it in the direc-
tion of the official, it hitting her full
toss in the throat.

The official cried out and began
gasping for air as she collapsed to the
ground. Her struggle to breathe
properly was clearly heard on the
broadcast.

Djokovic and officials rushed over
to her to check if she was okay and placed

his hand on her back as she struggled to
breathe. After a few minutes she got up
and walked off the court looking dazed.

Around ten minutes of discussions
then ensued between Djokovic and the
tournament referee Soeren Friemel
along side other officials, during which

the top seed pleaded his
case. He was heard saying
“game penalty, set penalty,
(there are) many options.”

The umpire then
declared that Carreno Busta

had won by default. Djokovic shook
hands with his opponent before leaving
the court.

WHAT DO THE RULES SAY?
Usually in a tennis match, abuse of

rackets or balls or unsportsmanlike
conduct result in a point penalty sched-
ule being invoked. There are multiple
sections in the official rulebook that spell
out such behaviour apart from a Point
Penalty Schedule.

“The first code violation is a warn-
ing, the second comes with a point penal-
ty, and the third comes with a game
penalty-with the offending player sub-
ject to default at the referee’s discretion
at any time should the code be violated
again thereafter. However, when a situ-
ation such as Sunday’s arises in a match,
the Point Penalty Schedule may be
bypassed in favor of an immediate
default,” the US Open tournament web-
site stated in a report. 

The call to default Djokovic from the
tournament was taken by US Open
Referee Soeren Friemel who made it clear
that the Serb had no intention to hurt but
the rules made the decision unavoidable
based on section T.

“Based on the facts that the ball was
hit angrily, recklessly; that it went
straight at the line umpire’s throat; that
the line umpire was clearly hurt and in
pain, the decision was made that Novak
had to be defaulted,” Friemel said.

“The facts were discussed and
explained by the chair umpire and the
Grand Slam Supervisor,” Friemel said. “In
this situation, it is especially important
that we are 100 percent sure what exact-
ly happened. The facts were established,
and then I had to speak to Novak
Djokovic, (to) give him the chance to
state his point of view.

“His point was that he didn’t hit the
line umpire intentionally... We all agree
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��� ����	� IPL franchise Rajasthan
Royals is likely to miss its premier all-
rounder Ben Stokes during the first part
of the T20 event as the World Cup-win-
ner is currently in New Zealand to be
with his ailing father Ged.

Stokes left for Christchurch in the
middle of the Test series against Pakistan
last month after his father, a former All
Blacks International, was diagnosed
with brain cancer.

“As per quarantine rules in New
Zealand, Ben has just completed his 14-
day isolation period after reaching New
Zealand. Now he will be meeting his
father and obviously he would like to
spend some quiet time with his family

in this time of crisis,” a source privy to
developments in the franchise told PTI.

Stokes has been bought by Royals
for �12.5 crore.

“It is only logical that if he has just
completed his quarantine, he would not
be available for the first part of the IPL

and that is completely understandable.
The franchise will not even call Ben as
this is not priority at the moment. Let
him spend quality family time and any
discussions on his availability can hap-
pen only after that,” the source added.

It is understood that the franchise
will “wait” for Stokes to get back to the
management and only if the cricketer
confirms his availability for the second
half, it will take things forward.

The 29-year-old has played 67
Tests, 95 ODIs and 26 T20
Internationals. He had a major role in
England’s World Cup triumph besides
an epic match-winning hundred in an
Ashes Test match in 2019. PTI

����	���Ansu Fati became the youngest
goalscorer in the history of the Spanish
national team on Sunday by scoring in
Spain’s 4-0 win over Ukraine.

Aged 17 years and 311 days, Fati
scored in the 32nd minute at the Alfredo
di Stefano Stadium, when he cut in from the
left and curled into the bottom corner.

It came after a spell-binding opening
half an hour from the youngster, whose dri-
ving run had already earned a penalty for
Sergio Ramos to convert.

Ramos then headed in to make it two
before Fati made history on his first start for
Spain, beating the country’s previous
youngest scorer, Juan Errazquin, who
scored three goals aged 18 against
Switzerland in 1925.

Manchester City’s new signing Ferran
Torres made it four late on as Spain regis-
tered their first victory in this season’s
Nations League to go top of League A’s
Group 4.

Fati is now the youngest player to score
for Spain, for Barca in La Liga and the
youngest to score in the Champions League
as well.

In Basel, Germany’s wait for a win in
the Nations League continued with a 1-1
draw against Switzerland.

Germany looked in control after Ilkay
Gundogan’s 14th-minute goal but
slowly allowed Switzerland
back into the game before
Silvan Widmer leveled for the
hosts. 

Since 2018,
Germany has played
six games in the
first two editions
of the Nations
League and won
none of them,
despite scoring the opening
goal in its last fourmatch-
es in the competition.  AFP 
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Reigning world champion P V Sindhu
has agreed to compete in next month’s

Thomas and Uber Cup after deciding to
pull out of the event earlier due to person-
al reasons, national federation’s president
Himanta Biswa Sarma said on Monday.

“I have requested @Pvsindhu1 to join
the team as we have a favourable draw and
have the best chance to take a shot at a
medal at the ThomasUberCup,”
Badminton Association of India (BAI)
chief Biswa Sarma tweeted.

“She has agreed and will prepone her
family function so that she can be part of
the Indian Team and play for the coun-

try.” The Indian women’s team has been
clubbed with 14-time winners China,
France and Germany in Group D while
the men’s side has been placed in Group
C alongside 2016 champions Denmark,
Germany and Algeria in the draw.

Both the men’s and women’s teams are
seeded fifth in the tournament.

The prestigious tournament, will
take place in Aarhus, Denmark from
October 3 to 11 after being twice post-
poned already.

The BAI has shortlisted 26 Indian
shuttlers for the national camp which has
begun at P Gopichand academy in
Hyderabad and the the final team selec-
tion will be done on September 17. 

������������England’s wicketkeep-
er batsman Jos Buttler will miss the final
T20 match against Australia on Tuesday
to be with his family, the country’s crick-
et board announced on Monday.

The 29-year-old, who hit a match-
winning unbeaten 77 in the second T20,
left England’s bio-secure bubble on
Sunday evening following the team’s six-
wicket victory over the arch-rivals.

As a member of the Test team,
Buttler spent two months in the bio-
secure bubble for the red-ball series
against West Indies and
Pakistan before joining the
white-ball team for Australia’s
tour of England.

“Buttler, subject to test-
ing, will return to the bio-
secure bubble on

Thursday ahead of
the first ODI of the
Royal London
Series at Emirates

Old Trafford on
Friday,” the statement
read.                     PTI
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Virat Kohli has been able
to “disconnect” from

the underwhelming seasons
that he and Royal
Challengers Bangalore have
endured in the IPL and
there is a welcome “sense of
calm” as he prepares to lead
the side this year, something
he last felt in 2016.

“The 2016 IPL, we all
loved to be a part of (it).
Since then, this is the most
balanced I have felt about
(the) squad,” the Indian
skipper said on RCB’s
Youtube show Bold Diaries,
sharing his thoughts on the
upcoming edition starting
September 19.

Kohli said that both he
and AB de Villiers feel that
this could be the “break-
through season” when tables
will turn for the franchise
which has flattered to
deceive on many occasions.

“I (have) never felt so
calm going into a season
before. He (ABD) is coming
from a very different space
and he is enjoying his life
and is very relaxed and fit as
ever. I feel I am in a much
better space, much more
balanced, when it comes to
environment of (the) IPL,”
the straight speaking RCB
skipper said.

This is the first time he
feels that he isn’t carrying
any baggage.

“Disconnecting with
things that have happened
in the past and not taking
that baggage, as we have
done that way too many
times,” he responded to a
query on what has changed
for him this season.

“Just because we have a
bunch of players that are so
skilled, people like seeing
them play is the reason peo-
ple have had so much expec-
tation as well.”
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Section T of Article III,
“On-Site Player Offenses,” of

the ITF Grand Slam rulebook
The Referee in consultation

with the Grand Slam Chief of
Supervisors may declare a default
for either a single violation of this
Code or pursuant to the Point
Penalty Schedule set out above
(section S). In all cases of default,
the decision of the Referee in con-
sultation with the Grand Slam
Chief of Supervisors shall be final
and unappealable. Any player
who is defaulted as herein provid-
ed shall lose all ranking points
earned for that event at that tour-
nament and may be fined up to
the prize money won at the
tournament in addition to any or
all other fines levied with respect
to the offending incident.   
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DJOKOVIC'S REACTION
Choosing not to do a press confer-

ence, Djokovic went directly to his car
and left the Flushing Meadows site in
New York. The 33-year-old later post-
ed an apology on Instagram saying he
was “so sorry.”

“This whole situation has left me
really sad and empty. I checked on the
lines person and the tournament told
me that thank God she is feeling ok. I’m
extremely sorry to have caused her such
stress. So unintended. So wrong. I’m not
disclosing her name to respect her pri-
vacy. As for the disqualification, I need
to go back within and work on my dis-
appointment and turn this all into a les-
son for my growth and evolution as a
player and human being. I apologize to
the @usopen tournament and everyone
associated for my behavior. I’m very
grateful to my team and family for being
my rock support, and my fans for always
being there with me. Thank you and I’m
so sorry.”

—via Instagram / Novak
Djokovic

that he didn’t do it on purpose, but the
facts are still that he hit the line umpire
and that the line umpire was clearly
hurt.”


