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India and China have formu-
lated a five-point plan for

speedy de-escalation and dis-
engagement from the friction
points at the tense Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in
Ladakh.

The broad outline to dif-
fuse the tension at the LAC was
arrived at the meeting between
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and his Chinese
counterpart Wang Yi in
Moscow on the sidelines of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) meet.

But in the statements
issued by both the countries,
there was no mention of the
restoration of the status quo on
the LAC as it existed in April
or set any timeframe for com-
pleting the disengagement and
de-escalation.

Jaishankar expressed con-
cern over amassing of the
Chinese troops at the border
while his counterpart Wang Yi
claimed the Indian troops
opened fire thereby worsening
the situation at the border.

The meeting between
Jaishankar and Wang Yi lasted
more than two hours.  This was
the first direct meeting
between them since the stand-
offs began in early May on the
LAC.  They had talked to each
other on the phone two days
after the bloody brawl in the
Galwan valley on June 15 leav-
ing 20 India Army personnel,
including the commanding

officer dead.
Incidentally, this was the

second political-level parleys at
the ministerial level to break
the four month long logjam. 

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh held detailed discus-
sions on the issue last week
with his Chinese counterpart
Wei Fenghe in Moscow.
However, things did not
improve on the ground with

the Chinese on September
seven opening fire at the LAC
for the first time in the last 45
years.

Though no breakthrough
was expected in the latest
round of talks between the two
Foreign Ministers, the two
sides exchanged views on the
current hostilities at the LAC.
The joint statement issued later
said the two Ministers agreed

that both sides should take
guidance from the series of
consensus of the leaders on
developing India-China rela-
tions, including not allowing
differences to become disputes.

Secondly, the two Foreign
Ministers agreed that the cur-
rent situation in the border
areas is not in the interest of
either side. They agreed there-
fore that the border troops of

both sides should continue
their dialogue, quickly disen-
gage, maintain proper distance
and ease tensions.

The third part of the plan
saw the two Ministers agreeing
that both sides shall abide by all

the existing agreements and
protocol on China-India
boundary affairs, maintain
peace, tranquility in the border
areas and avoid any action
that could escalate matters.

Continued on Page 2
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Congress president Sonia
Gandhi on Friday carried

out a major revamp in the party
organisation by reshaping  the
all-power Congress working
committee (CWC) and brining
new faces as general secretaries
in place old guards.

Sonia apparently paid heed
to the churning call given by 23
party leaders through a letter to
her last month. The letter cre-
ated a lot of flutters when
Sonia offered to quit in the
CWC meeting. However, many
of the signatories of that con-
troversial letter have been given
important places in the party in
a clear spirit of reconciliation.

The news teams also show
that  roadmap of being pre-
pared  for eventual takeover of
Rahul Gandhi as the president
of the party.

The new list of CWC
members, general secretaries,
general secretaries incharge of
States reflects  a mix of  youth
and experienced but preference
is clearly tilted towards the for-
mer.

While several old guards
have been sidelined,  leaders
like Ghulam Nabi Azad, who
was among the prominent sig-
natories of the letter to Sonia
Gandhi.  have found a place in
the CWC.  However, Azad is no
more a general secretary.

In addition to being a gen-
eral secretary, Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra is now also part of the

CWC, which decides all the
important decisions of the
party. Another interesting
inclusion in the CWC is that of
Tariq Anwar, who had walked
out of the Congress along with
Sharad Pawar  on the issue of
Sonia Gandhi’s foreign origin
issue.

The composition of the
team of general secretaries
shows that Sonia has gone by
Rahul Gandhi’s vision of a
vibrant organisational squad to
take on the BJP. Aging veterans
like  Azad,  Moti Lal Vora,
Mallikarjuna Kharge, Ambika
Sonia, and Luizinho Falerio,
have been removed as general
secretaries.

The fact that Sachin Pilot
does not find a central role in
the party shows that he may
again be brought back as the
president of the Rajashtan con-
gress. Sonia also constituted a
6-member special committee
to assist her in organisational
and operational matters. The
members of this special com-
mittee are AK Antony, Ahmad
Patel, Ambika Soni, KC
Venugopal, Mukul Wasnik and
Randeep Singh Surjewala. 

Continued on Page 2
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It will be the RJD vs the Janata
Dal (U) for the post of Rajya

Sabha Deputy Chairman. RJD
leader Manoj Jha on Friday
filed nomination for the post of
Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman
as the Opposition’s candidate. 

Manoj Jha will be taking on
NDA nominee and JD(U) MP
Harivansh Narayan Singh. The
election to the post is likely to
be held on the first day of the
Monsoon Session on
September 14.

Harivansh had filed nom-
ination for the post on
Wednesday. He was the RS
Deputy Chairman till his pre-
vious term ended in April. He
has since been re-elected to the
Upper House from Bihar.

Jha was teaching at the
Delhi University when he
entered politics and became a

Rajya Sabha member. He is also
the national spokesperson of
the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD).

While the JD (U) candidate
has the full force of the NDA
behind it, the RJD candidate
comes with the support of the
Congress, the Samajwadi Party,
the TMC, Left parties, the
DMK, the AAP and the
Loktantrik Janata Dal, besides
the RJD.

The NDA nominee and
JD(U) leader Harivansh has a
higher probability of winning
the seat. Harivansh had defeat-
ed Congress leader BK
Hariprasad last time and won
by 125-105 votes in elections
held in August 2018. Since
then, the NDA has strength-
ened its position in the Rajya

Sabha further.
BJP floor managers are

confident of securing the sup-
port of about 140 MPs, includ-
ing the fence-sitters YSR
Congress, TRS and BJD. The
strength of the BJP-led NDA
has also gradually increased to
more than 114 in the House
with an effective strength of 244
members as there is one vacan-
cy. However, floor managers of
NDA are trying to build a con-
sensus among all parties so that
Harivansh could be elected
unanimously. 

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar has already spoken to
his Odisha counterpart Naveen
Patnaik to seek BJD’s support
for JD(U) candidate in Rajya
Sabha poll.

*���� 8=:��=>	+

The CBI has sought sanction
to prosecute former

Defence Secretary Shashi Kant
Sharma, who also later served
as Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG), in connec-
tion with the alleged corruption
in the �3,600-crore
AgustaWestland VVIP heli-
copter deal that was scrapped
subsequently after scam came
to light.

The agency is likely to file
a supplementary chargesheet
outlining the role of the alleged
middleman in the deal
Christian Michel, who was
deported from the UAE and is
currently undergoing judicial
custody, officials said.

In its supplementary
charge sheet, the CBI is also
likely to mention the alleged
roles of some former public ser-
vants, who were holding key
decision-making positions
when the deal for the heli-
copters was in progress, they
said.

Continued on Page 2
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Based on the findings of
serosurvey, the Indian

Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) has said that 64 lakh
Indians had been ready infect-
ed by Covid-19 by May. These
were undiagnosed and the
infected people had developed
antibodies against the novel
coronavirus.

The serosurvey further

revealed that for every con-
firmed Covid-19 case in May,
there were 82-130 infections
that went undetected.
Incidentally, by midway India
had just around 90,000 cases.

The national serosurvey
was conducted from May 11 to
June 4 on 28,000 individuals.
Their blood samples were test-
ed for IgG antibodies using
Covid Kavach ELISA kit.

According to the survey,

seropositivity was found to be
the highest in the 18-45 age
group (43.3%), followed by
the 46-60 age group (39.5%). It
was found the lowest among
those aged over 60 (17.2%).

“The findings of our survey
indicated that the overall sero-
prevalence in India was low,
with less than one per cent of
the adult population exposed to
SARS-CoV-2 by mid-May
2020,” the survey said. 

��	��������	*���� 9*>97�7

India may have become the
second worst Covid-19 glob-

al hotspot in the world, but
BJP’s West Bengal president
Dilip Ghosh has declared that
that corona pandemic is “gone’.
He has also accused Mamata
Banerjee of gagging the
Opposition voice by imposing
lockdown in the name of tack-
ling coronavirus pandemic.

Ghosh, who is known for
courting controversies in
search of quick political rele-
vance, said,  “There is no coro-
na in the market… the pan-
demic is a thing of past but the
Chief Minister is imposing
lockdowns in the name of pan-
demic so as to thwart the BJP’s
political programmes from tak-
ing place.”

Reacting strongly to his
comments senior TMC leader

and MP Kalyan Banerjee said
that Ghosh was out of his
minds and was behaving like
an irresponsible politician.

“He is showing all kinds of
insanity and has become a fit
case to be sent to an asylum,”
Banerjee said adding “at a time
when the corona infections
are rising by the hour with the
country recording about a lakh
cases every day which is high-
est in the world this man is say-
ing that there is no corona… In

doing so he is contradicting his
own BJP Government’s state-
ments on the pandemic.”

CPI(M) leader Sujan
Chakrabarty questioned the
political sincerity and social
responsibility of Ghosh saying
he is aspiring to come to power
in Bengal and is in such a hurry
that he wants to put the people
and even his own supporters at
risk by not only calling them to
crowded programmes but also
by making them corona insen-
sitive with such kind of asser-
tions that the pandemic has
gone.

Meanwhile, three senior
IPS officers, including Kolkata
Police Commissioner Anuj
Sharma, were reported corona
positive, sources said adding
Sharma has been sent to isola-
tion with minor symptoms
and was carrying on his duties
from his home

�������	������� $)$�7+

Amid speculation that the
Maharashtra Government

has written to the Mumbai
Police to look into news reports
that she had consumed narcotic
drugs, actress Kangana Ranaut
on Friday needled Congress
president Sonia Gandhi for
her “silence” and “indiffer-
ence” over the “harassment”
meted out to women by the
MVA Government.

Kangana, who has been
targeting the ruling Shiv Sena
viciously ever since the alleged
“illegal” portions of her bun-
galow at Bandra’s Pali Hill area
was demolished on Wednesday,
enlarged her target to single out
Sonia, albeit in the guise of

seeking the latter’s intervention
in the issues related to her.

In one of the tweets put out
by her during the day, Kangana
said, “You have grown up in the
west and lived here in India.
You may be aware of the strug-
gles of women. History will
judge your silence and indif-
ference when your own
Government is harassing
women and ensuring a total
mockery of law and order. I
hope you will intervene.”

“Dear respected hon-
ourable Congress president
Sonia Gandhi ji, being a
woman aren’t you anguished by
the treatment I am given by
your Government in
Maharashtra? Can you not
request your Government to
uphold the principles of the
Constitution given to us by Dr
Ambedkar?,” Kangana asked.

Continued on Page 2
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Social activist Swami
Agnivesh, who was suffering

from liver cirrhosis for a long
time, died of multi-organ failure
at a Delhi hospital on Friday,
doctors said. He was 80.

His last rites will be per-
formed on Saturday at Agnilok
Ashram in Behelpa, Gurgaon at
4 pm. Before that, his body will
be kept at his office in 7, Jantar
Mantar Road so that people can
pay last respects.

Those coming to pay last
respects have been urged to fol-
low Covid-19 protocols.

Agnivesh was critically ill
and admitted to an ICU of the
Institute of Liver and Biliary
Sciences, and was on ventilato-
ry support since Tuesday. “He
was suffering from liver cir-
rhosis and died today due to
multi-organ failure as his con-
dition deteriorated and he went
into cardiac arrest at 6 pm,” said
a spokesperson of the hospital.

Continued on Page 2
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With no let-up in tension at
the Line of Actual

Control (LAC) in Ladakh,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Friday reviewed the
ground situation with the mil-
itary top brass and National
Security Adviser (NSA) Ajit
Doval.  

The high-level meeting
also took stock of the outcome
of talks between External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
and his Chinese counterpart
Wang Yi and prepared the
roadmap for forthcoming
Corps Commander-level talks
likely to take place next week.

The nearly two-hour long
meeting was also attended by
Chief of Defence Staff (CDS)
General Bipin Rawat and three
Services chiefs. In a briefing to
the Parliamentary Standing

Committee on defence on
Friday, Rawat assured that the
Armed forces are ready for any
eventuality.  The meeting was
attended by Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi.

The CDS informed the
committee that the Armed
forces had taken adequate steps
and measures to thwart any
attempt by China to further
change or alter the status quo
along the LAC, sources said.
Defence forces are alert and will
give a befitting reply to the
Chinese in case of any misad-
venture that takes place along
the border, Rawat said.

Rajnath’s fact checking ses-
sion comes a day after the
Foreign Ministers of India and
China agreed on a five-point
plan for speedy disengagement
and de-escalation besides con-
tinuing the dialogue process. 

Continued on Page 2
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Aspecial court on Friday
rejected the bail applica-

tions of actress Rhea
Chakraborty, her brother
Showik and four others in
connection with a much-dis-
cussed drug case relating to
Sushant Singh Rajput’s death.

Following the rejection of
her bail plea, Rhea — who was
arrested in connection in con-
nection with a drug case on
Tuesday — will remain in
Byculla women’s jail for anoth-
er eleven more days, unless and
until she gets some relief from
another court.

Friday’s was the second
occasion when Rhea’s bail
application was rejected by a
court. Earlier, hours after her
arrest on September 8, a city
court had rejected her bail
application remanded in judi-

cial custody for 14 days i.e. till
September 22.

Rhea is likely to move the
Bombay High Court in the
coming days for bail.  “Once we
get the copy of the order, we
will decide next week on the
course of action i.e., about
approaching the high court,”
Rhea’s lawyer Satish
Maneshinde said.

Apart from Rhea and
Showik, the four other accused
who were denied bail by the
court were: Sushant’s house
manager Samuel Miranda,
house help Dipesh Sawant and
two alleged drug peddlers
Abdel Bashit Parihar and Zaid
Vilatra. While Rhea and
Showik were represented by
advocate Satish Maneshinde,
the NCB was represented by
Special Public Prosecutor Atul
Sarpande. 

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: China’s People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) is like-
ly to hand over five youths
missing from Arunachal
Pradesh to the Indian author-
ities on Saturday, Union min-
ister Kiren Rijiju said.

The PLA on Tuesday had
conveyed that the five youths,
who went missing on
September 4 from the Sino-
Indian border in Upper
Subansiri district, were found
by them across the border.

“The Chinese PLA has
confirmed to the Indian Army
to hand over the youths from
Arunachal Pradesh to our side.
The handing over is likely to
take place anytime tomorrow
i.e. 12th September 2020 at a
designated location,” Rijiju
tweeted on Friday.
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Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia visited the

polytechnic institutes at
Dwarka and Rajokri and
inquired about the education-
al activities, functioning and

requirements of both the insti-
tutions and directed them to
adopt the courses that meet the
market requirements.

Sisodia said, “Both the
institutes have good infra-
structure and capable faculty.
Courses of these institutes have
become irrelevant due to their
inadaptability with the chang-
ing times. We have to lift the
capital city as well as the nation
from the economic downturn
by developing skills as per the

new market demand.”
During his visit to the

world class centre of the
Integrated Institute of
Technology, Dwarka, Sisodia
focused on the importance of
these institutes. The head of
these institutes explained about
their courses to Sisodia through
a powerpoint presentation.

“Delhi has laid a strong
foundation in school education.
Now, concrete steps are being
taken to lift the capital as well

as the nation from the eco-
nomic downturn by encourag-
ing skill development and
entrepreneurship,” he said.

Sisodia said, “Technology is
constantly changing across the
world. The industry needs man-
power equipped with state-of-
the-art technology. We have to
keep our courses dynamic so
that with changing needs, we can
make amendments in our cours-
es to fulfill the market needs.”

“Delhi has achieved great
success in terms of school edu-
cation. Now, our next step is to
establish world-class institu-
tions for skill development and

entrepreneurship. For this, we
are taking suggestions from all
the ITIs, polytechnics and skill
development centers of Delhi,”
he added.

In 2019, the Delhi Skills and
Entrepreneurship University
(DSEU) Bill was passed by the
Delhi Legislative Assembly.
Sisodia has announced that
focus on skill education will be
his prime agenda during his sec-
ond term as the education min-
ister of Delhi.

5��-�����������,�0�����,�����"5������������������
�	�	��
�����
���������	�	�"��

�
�����������	

��������*������� 8=:��=>	+

Travellers in Delhi using
State Transport can now

buy up to three tickets for a
journey and female passenger
can buy pink ticket for each
journey by using e-ticket app in
cluster buses.

Delhi Transport Minister
Kailash Gahlot on Friday
reviewed the phase-2 trials of
contactless e-ticketing App in
cluster buses. The minister
along with the officials from the
transport department con-
ducted a real time inspection of
the App on route 429 and
used it to purchase the ticket.

The Delhi Transport
Department has started the
phase-2 trial of contactless e-
ticketing App ‘Chartr’ in its
Cluster buses. The trial is being
conducted by a special task
force constituted for this pur-
pose by the minister which
consist of expert members
from transport department,
Indraprastha Institute of
Information Technology (IIIT-
D), Delhi Integrated Multi-
Modal Transit System Ltd.
(DIMTS), Delhi Transport
Corporation (DTC) and World
Resources Institute (WRI).

“The App now supports
more new features and has
rectified all the shortcomings
noticed during the first phase of
the trial. The mobile e-ticketing
App has been developed with
the technical support of IIIT-
Delhi. The phase-1 trial of the

‘Chartr’ App was conducted for
three days on all cluster buses
of route number 473,” he said.

The passengers can take an
e-ticket through ‘Chartr’
mobile App after boarding the
bus. The App can be down-
loaded from Google Play store
which is now available as a full
version. One can also
WhatsApp ‘’Hi’’ on 9910096264
to get the App URL.

Following the inspection,
the minister said “Now that we
have increased testing and is
witnessing another spike in
cases, an App based contactless
ticketing is crucial in mini-
mizing surface contact”

“This is a very simple and
smooth process, and I could
book my ticket in under a few
seconds. I’m extremely happy
to note that, within 5 days of
starting the trial, 6 per cent of
total ticketing on the selected
routes are being done through
the App now,” he added.

“It is particularly encour-
aging to see the response from
female passengers, who
account for more than 75per
cent of total tickets issued via
this App. We are also starting
trials in DTC buses alongside
installation of CCTV, GPS,
panic buttons in buses. I can
assure you that as our Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal has
mentioned, in another 2
months, Delhi will lead the
country’s major cities in a safe,
tech enabled public transport
system,” he said.
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Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
national spokesperson and

MLA Raghav Chadha on
Friday said the Arvind Kejriwal
Government has written to
the Ministry of Railways and
stated that without rehabilita-
tion any such demolition is
unconstitutional and illegal.

Chadha said the letter has
noted that the BJP Government
should provide houses to every
slum dweller and if they fail
then the Kejriwal Government
will provide. “In this letter, the
Kejriwal Government has given

a list of 45,857 pucca flats
which the Delhi Government
can give to these slum dwellers
for rehabilitation.

In its affidavit to the
Supreme Court the BJP
Government has noted that
due to the slums and slum
dwellers the railway tracks
remain dirty, therefore, 
slums should be demolished,”
he said.

Chadha said BJP also sub-
mitted an Action Taken Report
of the North MCD to the SC
which also noted that due to
Kejriwal Government demoli-
tions of slums are stuck. He said

that AAP takes these admis-
sions as pride and this affidavit
proves that Kejriwal is not
only the Chief Minister but also
the elder son to the families of
the slum dwellers.

In its affidavit to the SC the
BJP Government has noted
that due to the slums and slum
dwellers the railway tracks
remain dirty, therefore, slums
should be demolished, 
Chadha said, adding before
election, the BJP used to ask for
votes from these slum dwellers
by promising that no demotion
will take place.

Chadha said “This affi-

davit proves that Kejriwal is not
only the Chief Minister but also
the elder son to the families of
the slum dwellers. 

He will take up every
responsibility of the elder son
and not allow any such eviction
of the slum dwellers”.

“I want to tell the BJP that
without giving rehabilitation
the Kejriwal Government will
not allow any slum demolition
in Delhi. The way BJP is issu-
ing demolition notices is unfor-
tunate, unacceptable, inhuman
and unconstitutional. We will
not allow such demolition,” 
he added.
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The Education Department
of South Delhi 

Municipal Corporation hon-
oured 32 teachers by giving
them “Municipal Teachers
Award” for their unique con-
tribution to improve the level
of primary education in 
SDMC schools.

In an award ceremony, BJP
National Secretary and Rajya
Sabha MP Arun Singh, West
Delhi MP Pravesh Sahib Singh
Verma, Mayor Anamika,
Standing Committee Chairman
Raj Dutt Gehlot, Leader of the
House Narendra Chawla and
Commissioner Gyanesh Bharti
lauded the effort of teachers to
improve level of education at
the time when the entire coun-
try was reeling severely 
Covid-19.

Addressing the gathering,
West Delhi MP Pravesh Sahib
Singh Verma said that prima-
ry education is very much
important and the role of
teachers is also very much
important. 
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The Gurugram police on
Friday busted a fake call

centre which was operating
from Sushant Lok phase-1.
Police have also arrested four
people and seized a computer
and CPU and other electronic
gadgets from the spot.

This call centre used to
cheat American nationals on
the pretext of technical support
and used to charge huge sums
of money as service charge, the
police said.

The arrested accused have
been identified as Manu Singh
Tanwar of Bhiwani, along with
Arun Singh of Uttarakhand,
Pushpendar Singh and Pankaj
Yadav, residents of Gurugram.

The police said the 
mastermind of the crime 
was Manu.

“Manu used to run a liquor
shop in the past after that he
came in contact with Arun,
Pushpendar and Pankaj and
started a fake call centre. Manu
kept the above three accused at
a monthly salary and incentive
of Rs 15,000,” said Jagbir Singh,
station house officer (SHO) of
Sector-29 police station.
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The Delhi Police has arrest-
ed to two fraudsters for

allegedly cheating more than
8,000 people across the coun-
try to the tune of Rs 42,000
crore through ponzy schemes.
Police said that the duo used to
lure people in their “Bike boat”
scheme after assuring them a
good return of their investment.

The accused have been
identified as Sanjay Bhati,

CMD of the Garvit Innovative
Promoters Limit and a resident
of Gautam Budh Nagar and
Rajesh Bhardwaj, director of
the company and a resident of
Bulandshahr area.

According to Dr OP
Mishra, the Joint Commissioner
of Police, Economic Offences
Wing (EOW), a number of vic-
tims had filed complaints
against Sanjay Bhati regarding
cheating of Rs 42,000 crore
approximately.

“During investigation, it
emerged that approximately
8,000 complainants are from
Delhi and the cheated amount
is approximately Rs 250 crore.
Account details of the alleged
company Garvit Innovative
Promoters Limited were
obtained from IDBI Bank
Yamuna Vihar Delhi, ICICI
Bank Pallavpuram, Meerut and
Khurja Branches and also from
Noble Co-operative Bank,
Noida,” the Joint CP said.

New Delhi: Delhi Metro will
start its services at 6 am this
Sunday to facilitate the candi-
dates appearing for the
National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET 2020)
examination organised by the
National Testing Agency.

“This Sunday, September
13, Metro operations will start
at 6 am on all sections. Starting
next Sunday, September 20,
regular timings as per earlier
time table with services start-
ing at 8:00 am on Phase 3 sec-
tions (on Sundays) will con-
tinue,” DMRC tweeted.

SR

New Delhi: Accusing the BJP-
ruled municipal corporations
for being insensitive towards
plights of its employees, AAP’s
chief spokesperson Saurabh
Bhardwaj said the civic bodies
have not paid doctors, scav-
engers, teachers and about 700
data entry operators for the
past several months.

Bhardwaj said that if the BJP
cannot pay salaries to its
employees, the party has no right
to run the MCD. “The BJP
should immediately resign and
hand over the MCD to AAP
which will show them how to
run the MCD, pay salaries to its
workers and clean the city with-
in the same money and with the
same system.

Leader of Opposition from
South Delhi Municipal
Corporation, Prem Singh
Chauhan said that about 700
data operators, who put their
lives on risk while working dur-
ing the Corona period in the
North and South Delhi
Municipal Corporations, are not
getting salaries for several
months and their situations have
worsened as they cannot afford
meals for their families. SR

Gurugram: A 30-year-old
woman and her 14-year-old
daughter were allegedly raped at
gunpoint by a friend of her hus-
band in March 2020. The
accused had also allegedly
recorded the incident on video
as well. Police have already
arrested the accused on
Wednesday in an Arms Act case
which was registered against
him at the city police station.
The accused is now lodged at
the Bhondsi jail in Gurugram.

According to the police, the
victim along with her 14-year-
old daughter and son (9)
resides in a rented accomoda-
tion at Garhi village in
Gurugram.

The victim alleged that the
accused Harish alias Ashu,
who was a friend of her hus-
band a resident of the same vil-
lage, used to visit their house as
her husband suffers from a
heart ailment.

The accused threatened
the woman with a gun and
warned her of dire conse-
quences if she disclosed the
matter to anyone. Feeling
scared, the victim kept mum
and didn’t disclose her ordeal,
the police said. SR

New Delhi: Delhi recorded
4,266 fresh Covid-19 cases on
Friday, taking the tally to over
2.09 lakh, while the death toll
climbed to 4,687, authorities
said. The total number of cases
in the national capital stands at
2,09,748. This is the third suc-
cessive day when over 4,000
cases have been recorded in
Delhi in a day. The city report-
ed a record 4,308 cases on
Thursday. PTI
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Fourthly, the two sides also
agreed to continue to have dia-
logue and communication
through the Special
Representative mechanism on
the India-China boundary ques-
tion. They also agreed in this
context that the Working
Mechanism for Consultation
and Coordination on India-
China border affairs (WMCC),
should also continue its meet-
ings. Lastly, the Ministers agreed
that as the situation eases, the
two sides should expedite work
to conclude new Confidence
Building Measures to maintain
and enhance peace and tran-
quility in the border areas.

The consensus came days
after a fresh confrontation
between the Armies of the
two countries on Monday in
eastern Ladakh.  It triggered a
massive military build-up by
both sides in almost all friction
points along the LAC.

Sources said the five-point
agreement will guide the
approach of the two countries
in tackling the current border
situation. The five-point agree-
ment has not mentioned any
timeline for disengagement
and restoration of peace and
tranquility.

The Indian delegation
highlighted its strong concern

over amassing of troops and
military equipment by China
along the LAC besides referring
to “provocative behaviour” by
Chinese Army personnel at
numerous incidents of fric-
tion, Government sources said.

They said the Chinese side
could not provide a credible
explanation for the troops
buildup.

The Indian side insisted
that the immediate task is to
ensure a comprehensive dis-
engagement of troops in all the
friction areas and that it is nec-
essary to prevent any untoward
incident in the future, the
sources said.

A Press release issued by
the Chinese Foreign Ministry
in Beijing quoted Wang as
having told Jaishankar that it is
normal for both the countries
to have differences but it is
important to put them in prop-
er context and take the guid-
ance of the leaders.

“Wang noted that it is nor-
mal for China and India to
have differences as two neigh-
bouring major countries. What
is important is to put these dif-
ferences in a proper context vis-
a-vis bilateral relations,” the
release said.

Wang stressed that as two
large developing countries are
emerging rapidly, what China
and India need right now is
cooperation, not confronta-

tion; and mutual trust, not
suspicion, the release added.

“Whenever the situation
gets difficult, it is all the more
important to ensure the stabil-
ity of the overall relationship
and preserve mutual trust”,
Wang said.

“China-India relations have
once again come to a cross-
roads. But as long as the two
sides keep moving the rela-
tionship in the right direction,
there will be no difficulty or
challenge that can’t be over-
come,” Wang added.

Government sources here
said the Indian side clearly con-
veyed during the talks that it
expected full adherence to all
agreements on management
of border areas and would not
countenance any attempt to
change the status quo unilat-
erally.  It was also emphasised
that the Indian troops had
scrupulously followed all agree-
ments and protocols pertaining
to the management of the bor-
der areas.

Jaishankar also conveyed to
his Chinese counterpart that
the recent incidents in eastern
Ladakh inevitably impacted
the development of the bilateral
relationship. 

Therefore, the Indian
leader told Wang that an urgent
resolution of the current situ-
ation was in the interest of both
the nations, sources said.
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Given the big trust deficit
as China has so far refused to
withdraw its troops and instead
tried fresh transgressions late
last month, the Defence
Minister was apprised of the
strategy to deal with the situa-
tion in the coming days,
sources said. 

The next ten to 12 days are
crucial after Jaishankar-Wang
talks as it remains to be seen if
the disengagement plan is
implemented on the ground by
local Chinese commanders,
they said. The Corps
Commanders of the two
Armies are likely to meet again
next week to discuss the
modalities of the pull back of
the troops from all the friction
points including the con-
tentious Pangong Tso (lake) in
Eastern Ladakh. The two com-
manders have held five rounds
of parleys in the last three
months but little progress was
made. Meanwhile, India and
China held Brigadier level talks
at Chushul on Friday. 

The talks began at 10am
and went on till 3pm, sources
said adding the latest  interac-
tion is a continuation of a
series of interactions at the
lower level to keep channels of
communication open as also
keep the tensions under con-

trol. On the situation on the
north bank of Pangong Tso,
they said there is no change in
the ground situation and the
Chinese troops continue to sit
on ridgelines of “Finger 4”.
Recently, the Indian Army has
occupied some heights in the
north and west of “Finger 4” a
few hundred metres away. The
Chinese are positioned on
three-four hill tops and the
Indian Army have occupied
same number or more which
are at the same height and
some more dominant to the
north and west of them,
sources said.
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The reconstituted CWC
has new members like P
Chidambaram, Jitendra Singh,
Tariq Anwar and Randeep
Surjewala. The  CWC will now
have 22 leaders, while there will
be 26 permanent invitees and
10 special invitees.

The CWC members are
Sonia,  Manmohan Singh,
Rahul.Gandhi, A K Antony,
Ahmed Patel, Ambika Sonia,
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Anand
Sharma, Harish Rawat, K C
Venugopal, Mallikarjun Kharge,
Mukul Wasnik, Oomen Chandy,
Ajay Maken, Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, P Chidambaram, Jitendra

Singh, Tariq Anwar, Randeep
Singh Surjewala, Gaikhangam,
Raghubir Singh Meena and
Tarun Gogoi. Rajeev Shukla
and Pramod Tiwari too have
found place in the CWC as
Invitees.

The  Central Election
Authority continues to restore
the faith in old horse
Madhusudan Mistry who is
considered close to Rahul
Gandhi. The  members of the
CEA include Rajesh Mishra,
Krishna Gowda, S Jothimani,
and former Delhi State chief
Arvinder Singh Lovely. Lovely
too had joined BJP and came
into the party fold ahead of
General elections 2019.

“The party whole-heart-

edly appreciates the contribu-
tions of outgoing General
Secretaries Ghulam Nabi Azad,
Motial Vora, Ambika Soni,
Mallikarjun Kharge and
Luizinho Faleiro,” said a letter
signed off by Sonia Gandhi
after the reorganised
Committee. 

Former Union Minister
Jitin Prasada and also a signa-
tory of the controversial letter
gets a permanent invitee CWC
membership. At the same time,
he has also been made in-
charge of West Bengal and
Andaman Nicobar Islands.
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra con-
tinues to be the general secre-
tary in charge of UP and also
a new CWC member.
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Resuscitation was attempt-
ed but he passed away at 6:30
pm, he said. Union minister
Hardeep Singh Puri, West
Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee,
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
and Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot were among
those who condoled his demise.
“Deeply saddened to hear about
the demise of social activist &
champion of women’’s rights
Swami Agnivesh Ji. My condo-
lences to his admirers & fol-
lowers. RIP,” Puri tweeted.
“Grieved at passing of Swami
Agnivesh, who gave up a career
as a professor in Kolkata to fight
for many causes. My condo-
lences to his friends and fol-
lowers,” Banerjee posted on
Twitter. Gandhi called his
demise an “irreparable loss” to
the country.
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In order to prosecute the
officers whose alleged role sur-
faced during investigation, the
CBI has approached the
Defence Ministry seeking nod
to prosecute Sharma and the
then Air Vice Marshal Jasbir
Singh Panesar, besides others as
per the stipulations, they said.

Sharma was Defence
Secretary between 2011 and
2013, before being appointed
CAG. The agency has also
sought sanction to charge sheet
three former Indian Air Force
(IAF) officers -- Deputy Chief
Test Pilot S A Kunte, Wing
Commander Thomas Mathew
and Group Captain N Santosh,
they said. Kunte and Santosh
retired as Air Commodores.

The sanction for the go
ahead to prosecute the public
servants is pending with the
Defence Ministry since March
this year.
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For every confirmed case of
Covid-19 in May, there were

82-130 infections that went
undetected and India poten-
tially had 64 lakh people infect-
ed with the virus, as per the
results of the first sero-survey
conducted by scientists from
the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR).

The number could be on
the higher side given that as the
survey noted there could be
under-detection of Covid-19
cases in the zero stratum dis-
tricts on account of low testing
as well as poor access to testing
laboratories.

“The low prevalence
observed in most districts indi-
cates that India is in the early
phase of the epidemic and the
majority of the Indian popula-
tion is still susceptible to SARS-
CoV-2 infection,” said the study
conducted on 28,000 people
from 700 clusters in 70 districts
across the four strata from
May 11 to June 4.

The study is published in
the latest issue of Indian Journal
of Medical Research (IJMR)

The study wherein blood
samples were tested for IgG
antibodies using Covid-19
Kavach ELISA kit, indicated
that 0.73 per cent adults in India
were exposed to SARS-CoV-2,
amounting to a total of 6.4 mil-
lion infections by early May.

Also, seropositivity was the
highest in the age group of 18-
45 years (43.3 per cent), fol-
lowed by those between 46-60
years (39.5 per cent) and it was
the lowest among those aged
above 60 (17.2 per cent).

It highlighted the need to
continue to implement the con-
text-specific containment mea-
sures including the testing of all
symptomatics, isolating positive
cases and tracing high-risk
contacts to slow transmission
and to prevent the overbur-

dening of the health system.
Males, living in urban

slums and occupation with
high risk of exposure to poten-
tially infected persons were
associated with seropositivity.

According to the survey
report, seroprevalence ranged

between 0.62 and 1.03 per cent
across the four strata of districts.

The stratification of dis-
tricts as zero cases (15 dis-
tricts), low (22 districts),
medium (16) and high (17)
was done on the basis of the
reported number of Covid-19

cases as on April 25.
About one-fourth (25.9

per cent) of the surveyed clus-
ters were from urban areas.
Nearly half (48.5 per cent) of

the participants were aged
between 18 and 45 and 51.5
per cent (14,390) were females.
In all, 18.7 per cent of the par-
ticipants had an occupation

with a high risk of exposure to
potentially infected persons.

In four of the 15 districts
in this stratum, Covid-19 test-
ing laboratories were not

available in district head-
quarters and the samples were
transported to the state head-
quarter hospitals for diagno-
sis.
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Following reports that Covid-
19 recovered patients are

grappling with various health
issues such as poorer func-
tioning of their lungs, heart and
liver, the Union Health
Ministry is creating a database
of such survivors to help it for-
mulate a long-term clinical
management plan.

The ministry has drafted
a format for gathering the
information while the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) is concurrently work-
ing on developing a registry of
post-COVID-19 sequelae to
capture data on the same.

S o far,  a  tota l  of
35,42,663 people from coro-
navirus infection have recov-
ered in the country, accord-
ing to government data.

Instances of patients fac-
ing post-COVID complica-
tions like respiratory, car-
diovascular, neurological
problems, immunological
reactions among children
and fibrosis in lungs have

come to the fore within the
country as well as abroad.

A committee of experts
is currently working on a
guidance note on possible
complicat ions that  may
afflict recovered patients.
The note would be issued to
the States so that they can
share it with the health facil-
it ies  in  their  areas  for
patients getting discharged. 

As per various studies,
coronavirus has the poten-
tial to attack many parts of
the body beyond the respi-
ratory system, causing dam-

age from the eyeballs to the
to es ,  t he  gut  to  t he  
kidneys. Patients’ immune
systems can go into over-
drive to fight off the infec-
t ion,  compounding the
damage done.

Experts from the Delhi-
based AIIMS recently have
highlighted the need to have
post-COVID clinics at all
tertiary care hospitals where
recovered patients facing
health issues can be checked
to understand the impact of
coronavirus  on var ious
organs of the body.
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As the Covid-19 pandemic
spreads to small towns

and villages across the coun-
try, an alarmed Union Health
Ministry on Friday urged
States and Union Territories to
ensure free movement of med-
ical oxygen cylinders between
states to save the severely
infected patients.

Oxygen support is one of
the key clinical managements
in the treatment of Covid-19
patients and according to the
Ministry, so far, less than 3.7
per cent of active patients are
on oxygen support in the
country.

The move followed
reports that some states had
either limited or refused the
supply of oxygen cylinders to
the needy States even as the
demand for the medical-grade
oxygen is shooting up amid
the Covid-19 pandemic from
across the country.

For instance, according
to a report four coronavirus
patients died at a hospital in
Madhya Pradesh’s Dewas dis-
trict, and several others were
left with inadequate levels of
oxygen for nearly seven hours
on Wednesday, after
Maharashtra - from where a
percentage of the state’s store

of oxygen is purchased - lim-
ited that supply.

In a letter  to the
States/UTs, Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan
emphasised on the availabil-
ity of adequate and uninter-
rupted supply of medical oxy-
gen as an important pre-req-
uisite for managing moderate
and severe cases of Covid-19.

“The Health Ministry has
reiterated the critical impor-
tance of oxygen in hospitals
for the management of criti-
cal COVID patients. Medical
oxygen constitutes an essen-
tial public health commodi-
ty. Any impediment in the
supplies of medical oxygen in
the country may critically
impact the management of
patients  suf fer ing from
COVID-19 disease in other
parts of the country,” said the
official.

“For moderate and severe
cases, adequate oxygen sup-

port, appropriate and timely
administration of anti-coag-
ulants and widely available
and inexpensive corticos-
teroids, in accordance with
the protocol, can be consid-
ered to be the mainstay of
COVID-19 therapy,” the
Health Ministry said.

As the Covid caseload
surges, there are reports of
oxygen shortages from vari-
ous hospitals, particularly
small and mid size hospitals
in States like Punjab, Gujarat
and Andhra Pradesh.

For example, as per the
Punjab health department,
the projected requirement of
oxygen for both government
and private hospitals in the
state will be around 165 MTs
daily  by September 30.
Punjab is struggling to meet
the increased demand from
government and private hos-
pitals.

In Karnataka,  too
demand for oxygen supply
has gone up four to five
times. “I have directed the
officials to make necessary
arrangements to ensure an
adequate supply of liquid
oxygen to all hospitals in the
State. Steps will also be taken
to establish new liquid oxygen
plants to meet the high
demand,” said Medical

Education Minister  K.
Sudhakar.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday said that

National Education Policy
(NEP) is going to give a new
direction to 21st century India
and we are becoming part of a
moment that is laying the foun-
dation for building the future
of our country. He said that
hardly any aspect of our life
remained the same in the last
three decades yet our education
system is still running under
the old system. The new
National Education Policy is a
means to fulfil new aspirations,
new opportunities of a New
India, he said.

Modi said this while
addressing the Conclave on

‘School Education in 21st
Century’ under National
Education Policy’ through
video conference. The two-
day Conclave on “School
Education in 21st Century”
was organised by the Ministry
of Education which saw the
presence of  Education Minister
Ramesh Pokhriyal, Minister
of State for Education Sanjay
Dhotre, Secretary, Department
of Higher Education Amit
Khare, Secretary amongst oth-
ers.

The Prime Minister
stressed on the need to increase
such easy and innovative meth-
ods. These experiments should
be the core of our new age
learning - Engage, Explore,

Experience, Express and Excel.
Modi said that the NEP

2020 is a result of hard work of
people from every region, every
sector and every language in
the last 3 to 4 years. He said the
actual work begins now, with
the implementation of the pol-
icy. He urged the teachers to
work together for an effective
implementation of the National
Education Policy.

The Prime Minister said it
is legitimate that many ques-
tions arise after the announce-
ment of the Policy and that it
is necessary to discuss such
issues in this conclave to move
forward.

PM stressed the impor-
tance of replacing the old 10
Plus 2 with the system of 5 Plus
3 Plus 3 Plus 4. He said now
playful education of the pre-
school which is limited to pri-
vate schools in cities will also
reach villages once this policy
is implemented.

Modi said the students
engage in activi-
ties, events, pro-
jects according to
their interest.
Then children
learn to express in
a constructive
way. He said that
children should
be taken on study
tours to historical
places, places of
interests, to
farms, industries
etc, as it would
give them practi-
cal knowledge.
The Prime
Minister said this
is now not hap-
pening in all the
schools. He said
because of this,
many students are
not getting prac-
tical knowledge.
He said that by
exposing the stu-
dents to practical
knowledge their
curiosity would
increase and also
their knowledge.
If students see the
skilled profes-
sionals then there
will be a kind of
emotional con-
nection, they will
understand the
skills and respect
them. It is possi-
ble that many of
these children
grow up to join
such industries or
even if they
choose another
profession it will
remain in their
mind of what can
be innovated to
improve such
profession.
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Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan on

Friday held a video confer-
ence (VC) to review the
Covid management strate-
gies and actions taken in the
eight North Eastern States—
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Manipur,  Mizoram,
Meghalaya,  Nagaland,
Tripura and Sikkim—and
asked the respective officials
to help contain the trans-
mission.  These eight
Northeastern States 
together account for less
than 5 per cent of the total
active cases in the country.
With active cases  
numbering 29,690, Assam
tops the list constituting 68
per cent share in the total 
active caseload followed by
Tripura which has 7,383
active cases.
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With viral videos of frenzied
mediapersons violating

safety and social distancing pro-
tocols onboard a Chandigarh-
Mumbai flight that had actor
Kangana Ranaut as a passenger
on September 9, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has sought a report
from IndiGo.

“We have seen some videos
wherein mediapersons are stand-
ing too close to each other in the
6E264 flight on Wednesday. It
seems to be a violation of safety
and social distancing protocols.
We have asked IndiGo to submit
a report on this incident,” a
DGCA official said.  

The IndiGo flight, 6E 264,
which took off from Chandigarh
on its scheduled time at around
12 noon, landed in Mumbai at
around 2.15 pm on September 9.
The flight had Ranaut on board,

along with her sister, Rangoli,
who has been in the news over
the past few days after she had
an argument with one of the
members of Parliament (MPs)
on social media.

The airline said it has
responded. IndiGo said its own
crew followed all protocol on that
flight. “We are committed to pro-
viding a safe, hassle-free experi-
ence to our passengers,” it added.

The media chaos intensified
as Mumbai’s civic agency start-
ed demolishing what it called ille-
gal alterations to her office even
when she was on her way.
Anticipating drama, the media
followed her journey to Mumbai.

In January, Civil Aviation
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri had
tweeted that “offensive behavior
designed to provoke and create
disturbance inside an aircraft is
absolutely unacceptable and
endangers safety of air trav-
ellers”. 
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Following severe criticism
by the BJP for never

attending the parliamentary
defence panel’s meeting and
only “demoralising” the forces
with his comments on the
India-China face-off at the
LAC, former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi on Friday
recorded his maiden atten-
dance even as Chief of
Defence Staff General Bipin
Rawat apprised the MPs that
India was prepared for any
eventuality at the border.

The official agenda for
the meeting was listed as
‘’provision and monitoring of
the quality of ration and liv-
ery items to the Defence
forces, especially in border

areas’’ and Rahul asked why
there is a difference in food for
jawans and officers.

The CDA explained that
differences exist in the food
habits of officers and jawans
who are mostly from rural
background. But jawans are
served the same quality and
quantity regardless of their
station, Rawat said adding
soldiers prefer rotis and offi-
cers opt for bread, jawans
prefer desi ghee while officers
may opt for cheese.

General  Rawat also
informed the Standing
Committee on Defence that
regional differences in food
habits also prevail. Soldiers
from north prefer wheat while
those from south and east pre-
fer rice, he pointed out.
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The National Investigation
Agency has f i led a

chargesheet against Tania
Parveen and others in con-
nection with the West Bengal
Lashkar-e-Tayyaba (LeT)
online recruitment module
case.

The agency filed the
chargesheet before the NIA
Special Court, Kolkata on
Thursday against named
accused Tania Parvin alias
Isranoor alias Refite of village
Malayapur in North 24
Parganas district of West
Bengal under various Sections
of the anti-terror law
Unlawful  Activit ies
(Prevention) Act.

7%��	���	�!���
����	����%�	�&�	����
��"���	��	)������	������

'����	������	-���
7��"	$���	��

8+7������
����
���������
���
���>��
����������������

-����	���	"���"����	����	��	!�!�
��"���	!���.��&��	"��!��"������



	
��	��#�������������������� ������� !���"#$�#%#%

=	����������**�� � 9*�	+

All political parties in Kerala,
including the BJP, agreed

against holding of by-election
in the State at this juncture.
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
said after an all party meeting
on Friday that the situation in
the State was not conducive  for
holding elections. The meeting
decided  to write to the Election
Commission of India not to
hold the by-elections from the
two Assembly constituencies of
Kuttanadu and Chavara.

The seats fell vacant fol-
lowing the deaths of Thomas
Chandy  and Vijayan Pillai. The
Election Commission had
announced recently that elec-
tion to the legislative assembly
in Bihar and by-election to
assemblies and a Lok Sabha
seat would be held together.

“The State of Kerala is
scheduled to go for Assembly
election in March-April 2021 as
the tenure of the present
Assembly is coming to an end
in May 2021. 

Hence the all party meet-
ing felt that it was a waste of
time and money to hold the by-
election to these assembly seats
at this juncture. 

The elected representatives
would get hardly three months
to function as MLAs,” said
Chief Minister Vijayan while
briefing the media after the
meeting.

He said the State was
already under the grip of
Covid-19 pandemic and  a by-
election at this stage would
result in the holding back all
development programmes and
announcements because of the
model code of conduct.
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Due to the negligence of the health department corona is
spreading in the community. One such negligence came into

light in which a resident of Chamunda temple, Ghudiyabagh
was investigated for the infection through an antigen test.  On
investigation, he was found infected. However, the lab techni-
cian PK Yadav gave the person a handwritten test report of the
negative Covid and the same mistake he did in the register and
DSO portal. 

When the patient was called from the Corona Control Room
to Isolate, the person stated that he was negative and would not
go for home-isolation. The collector has ordered to terminate
lab technician PK Yadav. Also, the CMS of the district hospital
has been issued a notice to report a justification. District
Magistrate Chandra Bhushan Singh said that the matter of neg-
ligence is coming out in the whole episode. 
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With the increasing patients of
Corona in the district, the

number of people going to home
isolation is also increasing daily,
currently there are about 1500
people in home quarantine.

Here the monitoring com-
mittees and home-to-home survey
teams have found 51800 people
who have come in contact with
the infected, in which 103 cases
have been reported positive. The
government has issued instruc-
tions for the home quarantine
corona positive patients, by which
you can not only protect yourself
but also your family from this
infection.

16 patients recovered and
discharged from DDU today, 16
patients from Deendayal Upadhay
Hospital were recovered and dis-
charged.
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Each time a student commits suicide
in Tamil Nadu citing his/her failure

to clear the National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test(NEET) for admission to
the undergraduate courses in medical
colleges, a chorus erupts in the State
from Dravidian political parties and
fringe elements to do away with the all
India entrances examination once and
for ever.

The fallout of the suicide by a 19-
year-old Vignesh in Ariyallur district
who resorted to the extreme step out of
fear that he would not be able to clear
the Saturday’s test was no difference.
Udhayanidhi Stalin, son of DMK chief
M K Stalin, was the first VIP to call on
the family of Vignesh to console his
grief-stricken family.

Chief Minister Edappadi
Planiswami  announced a solatium of
Rs seven lakh to the family and a
Government job for a member of the
family. The DMK and other Dravidian
parties have raised the pitch either to
abolish NEET or to exempt the State
from the screening test.

But politicians cover up the fact that

the victim had cleared the NEET 2019
and got admission to the BDS course.
“But he did not join. It was his dream
to pursue MBBS,” said Solomon, his
friend.

Narayanan Tirupati, BJP
spokesman, said the demand by the
DMK to scrap the NEET is a sign of
hypocrisy. “It was the UPA Government
of which the DMK was the crucial ally
that brought in the NEET system. Stalin
and the then party chief M Karunanidhi
had wholeheartedly supported the
move. Now the DMK is asking for abol-
ishing the NEET shows it’s double stan-
dard,” said Narayanan.

He pointed out hundreds of stu-
dents in Tamil Nadu have committed
suicide after failing in tenth standard
and Plus Two examination. “Have they
asked for the abolition of tenth standard
and plus two examinations? There are
more which meet the eye. Most polit-
ical parties in the State have their own
medical colleges and they are worried
over the loss of income in the form of
admission fees,” said Narayanan.

There are some hidden agendas
behind the demand to scarp NEET, he
alleged.
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A54-year-old woman resident of
Krishna Puri Mathia, admitted to

JN Medical College, died of corona
adding to a total of 44 death in the dis-
trict due to corona so far along with
164 new corona positive cases. 

According to the report released by
the Department of Health, 3 lab tech-
nicians working in the leprosy depart-
ment of Malkhan Singh District
Hospital have been found corona
infected in the antigen test. Apart from
these, 6 people have been found coro-
na infected in front of Housing
Development Colony Amrit Hospital.
Four patients each from RK Puram
Agra Road and Sasnigat Russia
Hospital and 3 each from Pratibha
Colony and New Ashok Nagar found
infected. An employee of ICICI Bank
and an employee of HP Tappal have
also been found infected. 
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In Bannadevi area, two nephews of the district’s prominent
meat trader Haji Zaheer were brutally attacked by Bolero

driving miscreants in broad daylight. Both were seriously
injured after being shot and were admitted to JN Medical
College. There is a panic wave among meat businessmen after
this incident.

Ashraf, a resident of Sarae Miya of Delhi Gate, and Faraz,
a resident of Babri Mandi in Kotwali area, has a meat facto-
ry named “Al-Hamd” in the udla Gaon of Bannadevi area. Both
the brothers were going to the factory by their I-10 car when
one Bolero car overtook them and tried to stop them.

When the brothers stopped the car, they were told to lower
the glasses but Ashraf did not lower and ran the car towards
the factory on which the attackers open fired with a pistol. 

Ashraf was shot on the shoulder while Faraz near his ear. 
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Kerala was plunged into political
crisis as KT Jaleel, Minister for

HigherEeducation, who is a nation-
al leader of the banned outfit SIMI,
was interrogated by the Enforcement
Directorate on Friday. The interro-
gation of the Minister, the first of its
kind in State politics, took place at an
undisclosed location in Aluwa on
Friday morning. The chief of the ED
confirmed the news that Jaleel was
questioned after summoning him on
Friday.

The interrogation was in con-
nection with the import of Qurans
and other “religious materials” sup-
plied by the UAE Consulate which
were accepted by Jaleel . He did not
inform the Government at the Centre
or the State about his dealings with
the Foreign Mission,

There were reports that the pack-
age of Quran contained smuggled
gold for distribution among anti-
national forces operating from Kerala
and Karnataka. The government
vehicles carrying the “Quran” copies
numbring more than 3,000 were
sent to places in Karnataka. Jaleel was
also found to be having telephonic

conversations with Swapna Suresh,
the kingpin of the gold smuggling
through diplomatic channel who has
been arrested by the NAI.

Jaleel’s relations with the Consul
General, attaché and other officials
came out immediately after the
seizure of the smuggled gold at
Thiruvananthapuram airport. The
media in the State had released dig-
ital evidences like WhatsApp com-
munications between Jaleel and the
UAE consulate. Foreign policy
experts had made it clear that there
was impropriety in the behaviour of
the minister and violation of diplo-
matic protocol.    

The BJP and the Muslim League
were the first to react to the reports
about interrogation of Jaleel by the
ED. “If the Kerala Government has
little bit of decency and honesty
remaining with it, chief minister
Pinarayi Vijayan should sack Jaleel
from the council of ministers,” said
K Surendran, state BJP chief.

P K Feroze, the Mulsim League
leader said that the interrogation of
a minister by a central agency was
hitherto unheard in Kerala and
demanded the immediate dismissal
of the minister from the government.
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Revamping the existing
grievance redress mecha-

nism  in order to make it
more robust and efficient, the
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha  on Friday launched the
Jammu & Kashmir Integrated
Grievance Redress and
Monitoring System (JK-
IGRAMS).

The revamped system shall
decentralize the handling and
redressal of public grievances by
making District Collectors /
Deputy Commissioners as the
primary level of receiving, dis-
posing and monitoring griev-
ances. 

As such, the existing portal
has now been integrated down-
wards to the district level by

mapping another nearly 1500
public offices in 20 districts of
the Union Territory.

From existing 250 to pro-
posed 1500 offices, which is the
widest possible coverage that
has been conceived and enabled
in the online management of
public grievances in J&K mak-
ing it the first online grievance
management system / Portal in
the country that is linked with
Central government (at the
top) and districts and even fur-
ther downwards to the Tehsils
and Blocks (at the bottom).

Besides, the administrative
secretaries of various depart-
ments figuring in the middle of
the flow-chain are also linked to
the mechanism.

In addition to that, the new
system would be available 24x

7 with applicant OTP authenti-
cation, acknowledgement to
applicant at each stage, feedback
by complainant and on top of
that grievance submission
through call center by making
a phone call between 9.30 AM
-5.30 PM on all days except
Sunday.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Lt Governor said that
Government is committed to
undertake all radical reforms to
put in place People-Centric
Good Governance structure
that has an institutionalized
grievance redressal mechanism,
which he observed as the most
important component of a well
governed responsive adminis-
tration and an indicator of effi-
ciency and effectiveness of
administrative processes.
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New Delhi: Putting stringent
norms to crack down on crim-
inals in politics ahead of the
Bihar Assembly polls and
bypolls for 65 seats, the
Election Commission (EC) on
Friday revised timelines for
the publication of details of
criminal antecedents by can-
didates as well as by political
parties who have nominated
such candidates during elec-
tioneering. The EC has taken
the decision after a high level
meeting by EC officials on
Friday.

As per the revised guide-
lines, the candidates as well as
the political parties, who have
nominated such candidates,
will have to publish the details
of criminal antecedents, if any,
in newspapers and television.

Now, the EC has made it
clear that the first “publicity” of
criminal records should be
within first four days of the last
date of withdrawal of candida-
ture. It said the second public-
ity should be within fifth and
eight day of the last date of

withdrawal. The third and final
publicity should be from ninth
day till the last day of campaign
--  two days prior to the date of
election. The poll panel also
made it clear that uncontested
winning candidates as well as
the political parties who nom-
inate them will also publicise
the criminal antecedents, if
any.

Candidates contesting the
upcoming Bihar elections as
well as those fighting 64 assem-
bly bypolls and one Lok Sabha
by-election in the coming days,
will have to adhere to the new
timeline while advertising their
criminal antecedents.

“Commission decided to
further streamline the instruc-
tions concerning publicity of
criminal antecedents by can-
didates concerned and by the
political parties, who nominate
them for elections.
Commission has always
emphasised on this moral 
yardstick for overall better-
ment of electoral democracy,”
it said. PNS
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New Delhi: The Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA) on Friday launched
the Climate Smart Cities
Assessment Framework
(CSCAF) 2.0, along with the
‘Streets for People Challenge’ in
a virtual event organised by the
Smart Cities Mission.

The framework has 28
indicators across five categories
which include Energy and
Green Buildings, Urban
Planning, Green Cover and
Biodiversity,  Mobility and Air
Quality, Water Management
and Waste Management.

“The objective of CSCAF is
to provide a roadmap for cities
for combating Climate Change
while planning and imple-
menting their actions, includ-
ing investments”, said Hardeep
Singh Puri, Housing and Urban
Affairs Minister.

As the lockdowns lift, cities

face many challenges in pro-
viding safe, affordable, and
equitable modes of transport
that enable social distancing.

“Limited public transport
options, narrow, crowded side-
walks particularly in market
places and deterioration of
mental health, are key issues
that must be addressed on pri-
ority. Pedestrianisation of
streets for walking and creating
public spaces is a crucial step
towards mitigating these issues.
Cities around the world, such
as Bogota, Berlin, and Milan
have responded by transform-
ing streets for walking and
cycling, to ensure safe mobili-
ty during COVID-19,” the min-
istry said in a statement.

The Climate Centre for
Cities under National Institute
of Urban Affairs (NIUA) is sup-
porting MoHUA in imple-
mentation of CSCAF. PNS
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In its ongoing grim battle
against Covid-19,

Maharashtra on Friday crossed
a milestone of one million
infected cases, as a staggering
24,886 people tested positive for
the pandemic, while a record
442 deaths were reported from
various parts of the State.

On a day when the Covid-
19 surpassed its earlier peak of
23,816 cases recorded on
September 9, Maharashtra
logged an all-time of 24,886
fresh infections, taking the total
number of infections to
10,15,681.

With 442 fresh deaths
reported on Friday, the total
number of deaths in the state
mounted to 28,724.

On the fatalities’ front, 393
deaths were reported today
while 49 old deaths added after
portal updation. “A total of 442
deaths have been included in
today’s report. Out of these 442
deaths, 238 are from the last 48
hours and 105 are from last
week. Rest 99 deaths are from

the period before last week,” a
daily medical bulletin put out
byb the State Public Health
department said.

Of the 442 deaths,  Pune
accounted for 59 deaths, while
there were 50 deaths in Nagpur,
44 in Mumbai, 30 in Sangli, 29
in Satara, 26 in Thane, 19 in
Ahmednagar, 15 in Kolhapur, 11
in Dhule and 10 in 
Aurangabad.

Similarly, in the lower range,
there were 9 fatalities in Raigad,
8 each in Solapur and Amravati,
7 each in Nashik, Jalgaon,
Sindhudurg, Parbhani and Beed,
6 each in Jalna and Yavatmal, 5
each in Palghar and Latur, 3 each
in Ratnagiri and Osmanabad, 2
each in Nanded and Akola and
one death each in Nandurbar,
Hingoli, Buldhana and
Bhandara. In addition, four per-
son from other states/countries
died in Maharashtra.

The districts of Nagpur,
Sangli, Satara, Ahmednagar,
Kolhapur and Dhule witnessed
sharp spikes in deaths, while 5
districts in the state reported
zero deaths.
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Should we hang Rhea
Chakraborty for alleged “pos-
session of 59 grams of mari-
juana (ganja)” in  Shiva’s

India? The noose may be a stairway
to heaven sans the egregious indig-
nation, torture and obloquy. Legally
speaking, India’s Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances (NDPS)
Act treats 1 kg or less of marijuana
or ganja as a small quantity, pardon-
able after being fined. Rhea report-
edly had 5.89 per cent of that limit
and yet she is locked in prison dur-
ing the COVID-19 lockdown,
endangering her life.

Criminalisation of marijuana is
a sin committed against our ethos,
wisdom of our ancestors and her-
alds the complete colonisation of
India’s mythology, culture and gods.
Marijuana is one of the five sacred
plants of our civilisation since
Atharvaveda. It’s a healing plant, rit-
ually associated with Lord Shiva but
thanks to Lord Macaulay’s disciples,
India has been weaponised against
its  own indigenous knowledge
and traditions. Meanwhile devel-
oped countries, from Switzerland to
Canada, have completely or partial-
ly decriminalised cannabis.
Nevertheless Rhea becomes anoth-
er sacrificial lamb in the “war
against drugs.”

Would the drug enforcement
agency then arrest millions of sad-
hus who possess and use cannabis
as part of their worship of Shiva?
Since eternity, Benaras has been
Shiva’s city and bhang and marijua-
na have been a sacred part of its cul-
ture. The NDPS Act allows for
seizure of properties where the
“drugs” are used, so would the
Government also seize the entire
Kumbh Mela ground in Allahabad
as year after year millions of Naga
sadhus have openly consumed and
stored marijuana (possibly more
than 59 grams)? Meanwhile, NCB
may also arrest thousands of dying
cancer patients who are using
cannabis-based medicines illegally
in India.
Chasing the cannabis dollar

But our neighbours are neither
irreverent nor sluggish. Pakistan, in
a progressive move to boost its econ-
omy by $2 billion, has legalised
industrial hemp and cannabis. Nepal
MPs have appealed for its legalisa-
tion. Bhutan is already in a joint ven-
ture mapping out its marijuana
genetic diversity  and China is way
ahead with a dedicated R&D depart-
ment and thousands of acres under
cultivation. The US cannabis indus-

try has reported a 40 per cent
jump in sales as by December
2020, the cannabis dollar wave
may hit $15 billion in the US
alone.

We must also revisit 1985,
when the US government, led by
the then President Ronald
Reagan, held a gun to India’s head
and said, “Ban it or we shoot.”
Buckling under US pressure,
India, Nepal and other countries
had to forcefully ban cannabis
and allow for appropriation of
our seeds, biological heritage
and culture.  As compensation,
India pleaded for the exclusion of
bhang due to its religious signif-
icance. In 15 years, using the ban
as cover, the US industrial empire
brought itself up to speed, stud-
ied every aspect of the plant and
began rampant commercialisa-
tion. Each part of the plant was
genetically modified and as early
as 1996, California, despite the
international treaty, legalised
medical marijuana.  While India
was still trying to deracinate
cannabis from its culture, the
“American East India Company”
had successfully colonised our
cannabis resources and began to
sell their goods to India and the
world at huge profit margins.  

In 2020, market reports indi-
cate that the global marijuana
industry may touch $100 billion
as more countries are opting for
legalisation and exports. Israel
and Germany are already import-
ing millions worth of medical
cannabis flower. But this is only
the tip of our iceberg. Marijuana
is a super industrial raw materi-
al with uses from sustainable
clothing to bio-fuel.

And what is India doing
about this opportunity? Almost
nothing. Progressive states like
Odisha and Uttarakhand have

taken baby steps but the Central
government is reticent without
taking into account that India has
a vast plant genetic resource
(PGR) of the Cannabis Indica
varieties. We are threatened by
bio-piracy and contamination of
our seeds and biological heritage.
Illegal under drug control treaty,
Marijuana PGR was not covered
in the Convention of Biological
Diversity. It gave bio-pirates and
mafia agents a chance to travel

across India and smuggle out our
native wealth to private
germplasm repositories across
the world.

Billions of dollars are being
made on R&D based on the
sweat of our ancestors and not
even a single repository of
cannabis germplasm or seed
exists in India. Bhang is legally
sold in India, yet the private sec-
tor has not been allowed to
research and conserve cannabis.
With a frugal research budget,
ICAR or CSIR can’t do this effi-
ciently.  So what can the cash-
strapped Government do?
Perhaps look again towards the
US where private industry has
soared. US States have filled up
their treasuries with the cannabis
dollar from Colorado to
California. Developing coun-
tries like Pakistan, Uruguay, Peru
and Thailand are not behind
either. 

India needs to deregulate
hemp (fibrous non-intoxicating
variety) for farmers and private
industry. The Uttarakhand model
should be expanded. Agricultural
universities, biodiversity and
NGOs should be encouraged to
take up conservation, while
Indian seed companies should be
allowed to set up research stations
and given permission to conserve
and co-evolve new varieties of
both hemp and marijuana. The
next step? Create a custom export
policy linking the farmers,
processors and ports to meet
international demand, which is
growing every day. This will
ensure the cannabis dollar starts
coming to India.

India can not only meet the
world’s cannabis and hemp
demands but also allow our uni-
versities and research institutions
to tie up with foreign companies

for “research and make-in-India”
and get the awaited funding.

The full potential of cannabis
is hard to gauge but experts
believe that very soon marijua-
na will enter most parts of our
economy. It has already been
embraced by the pharmaceutical
and cosmetic industry and once
its full potential is realised, the
cannabis dollar may be a trillion
dollar high. 
Shiva’s India

Marijuana is deeply embed-
ded in our culture. The West has
only recently discovered what our
sages and healers have been say-
ing for 5,000 years. We need to
bestow sacredness on this plant
again. We need to decriminalise
personal possession like in many
enlightened countries such as
Portugal, Peru, Netherlands and
so on. This will reduce addiction
and illegal smuggling. The
Government will also gain a
huge revenue boost from it and
our children will be saved from
the mafia and drug trade. We
need to go back to the pre-1985
policy for marijuana. Through
legalisation, India can regulate the
marijuana trade and provide
employment in remote and eco-
sensitive zones such as Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Northeast
States and so on, boosting the
incomes of their farmers, too.

It’s about time our cancer
patients and other terminally ill
people can receive the benefits of
this miracle plant. The cannabis
pharma industry can be devel-
oped along the lines of the opium
pharma sector. The introduction
of hemp will also bolster the tex-
tile sector and offer an alternative
to the ecologically destructive
King Cotton. 

We need to cast out Anglo-
Saxon prudence as America and
Britain themselves have
embraced marijuana for its
sacredness and the cannabis dol-
lar. Rhea and thousands of other
people languish in our prisons for
personal possessions. It’s about
time justice is done and cannabis
is decriminalised.

India needs to be safeguard-
ing its traditions and not allow
further corporatisation of its
resources. Corporations are
already patenting products cre-
ated from PGR from India, when
will we wake up and prevent this
bio-piracy? Have we not learnt
our lessons when neem, turmer-
ic and basmati rice were being
patented? Marijuana is a blessing
of Shiva for the Indian sub-con-
tinent. The lists of benefits of this
plant are endless and India’s bio-
logical diversity gives us the
potential to become leaders, but
we go on dishonouring cannabis
and along with it our culture and
religion.

(The author is Director,
Policy and Outreach, National
Seed Association of India)
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Sir — The new rules notified by
the Centre for compulsory retire-
ment of errant/corrupt staff are
apparently intended to improve
efficiency and reduce corruption
and other kinds of misconduct.
They will enable the Government
to retire those who complete 30
years of service or cross 50-55
years of age if they fail their per-
formance reviews. From the way
it is designed, the plan seems to
be not just an initiative to weed
out errant workers, it may be
intended to cut down the number
of employees as such. There was
a similar plan in 2014, too, and it
has been used for forced retire-
ment of a number of people. They
have gone slow on recruitments
and many jobs and tasks are now
done by contract workers. 

The problem actually is about
how well the performance assess-
ment of the employees is carried
out, though detailed guidelines on
this have been formulated on the
basis of the Supreme Court’s
orders and observations. There are
apprehensions that the initiative
will be selective and vindictive,
and efficiency, good conduct and
integrity may not always be the
yardsticks for performance assess-

ment. Considerations relating to
religion, caste and community,
parochial sentiments, gender-
related discrimination, politics
specific to offices, personal ani-
mosities and jealousies and many
other issues can vitiate perfor-

mance assessment if there is no
strict monitoring and supervision
of the process. The methods,
efficacy and quality of the process
will have to be under scrutiny.
There are also fears that the ini-
tiative may be used against those

who hold political views different
from those of the ruling party. It
should not lead to a political or
any other kind of purge of the offi-
cial set-up.

N Sadhasiva Reddy
Bengaluru
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Sir — This refers to the edit ‘Optics
or business?’ published on
September 11 in The Pioneer. It
would be naive to believe that
China means business at this
juncture because its misdeeds at
the Line of Actual Control (LAC)
tell a different story than what
Beijing wants to portray during
these bilateral meetings with the
Foreign Minister. China’s double
standards have been exposed
thoroughly in the last two months.
With regard to Russia-India-
China, indeed Moscow has found
itself caught in the crossfire but it
will have to take a clear stand as
New Delhi is well within its rights
to have independent bilateral
relations with Russia and engage
in bilateral military cooperation.
It is a tightrope walk for our
Foreign Minister to not upset the
US, but at the same time we must
keep China on its toes by strength-
ening India’s ties with Russia. And
signing reciprocal military logis-
tics pacts with Japan, after the US,
France, Australia and S Korea will
surely put pressure on China.

Bal Govind
Noida
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On the occasion of World Suicide
Prevention Day on September 11, a
newspaper report informed us that a sui-

cide is committed every four minutes within our
borders. That is truly horrendous, overwhelm-
ing and tragic, even more so given how little
attention is paid to this issue. However, the fren-
zy surrounding the alleged suicide by young and
upcoming actor, Sushant Singh Rajput (SSR), is
a spectacle we could have certainly done with-
out. It reflects very poorly on us as a society and
of the times we live in, especially in view of how
blatantly this tragedy is being used to further per-
sonal agenda and selfish interests. Nobody, but
nobody, connected in any manner to this unfor-
tunate episode, comes out clean, least of all his
family, his so-called friends and well-wishers, the
politicians and their handmaidens, including of
course, the police and investigative agencies. 

For all practical purposes, the very founda-
tions that go towards making of a just and car-
ing society, like the rule of law and ethical con-
duct, have been thrown out of the window. In
all of this, the worst offenders, and that too by
a huge margin, of course, have been some media
channels. Their unseemly behaviour and the utter
lack of professionalism expected of them just can-
not be excused. They have acted as if they are
covering a one-day match, reporting every lit-
tle twist and turn as they occur, with expert com-
ments and all. Worst of all, the way they have pan-
dered to those propagating the most outlandish
of conspiracy theories, clearly motivated by
rewards they see within their grasp, has been
bizarre, to say the least. 

Some would suggest that in their rush to gar-
ner TRP, some of the players in the mainstream
media no longer know any better and have
plumbed depths that were inconceivable just a
decade ago. But to draw such a conclusion may
be patently incorrect given the fact that some of
the smartest minds on the planet are associated
with these channels. Obviously, what is in short
supply is the spine required to stand up for what
is correct. It is not that those working in this field
are the only ones short of moral courage; in fact
this malaise has greatly impacted all our public
institutions. But what distinguishes the fourth
estate from the rest is that it is supposed to be
the conscience keeper of the people and it is this
quality that gives them the moral authority to
hold the powers that be to account.

Even those of us embodied with just mod-
est intelligence fully understand that the media’s
focus on the most inconsequential of issues at
this critical juncture, when lives and livelihoods
are at stake and unwanted conflict looms large
on the horizon, is a diversionary tactic to keep
public attention from these very issues. Suspicions
that this is being done at the behest of the
Government cannot be overlooked. 

One understands that given the complex
challenges it faces, the Government has no inter-
est in being further buffeted by the onslaught of
public sentiment. However, that is neither here
nor there because such an abrogation of one’s
duties allows governments, both at the Centre
and States, to avoid accountability for their lack-
lustre performance and moribund attempts at
controlling the pandemic and kickstarting the
economy. It is now fairly obvious that the Union

Government has concluded that our
only hope of controlling the pandem-
ic rests on how quickly an effective vac-
cine is developed and distributed. It
believes that competing priorities of life
versus livelihood no longer allow it the
luxury of resorting to draconian lock-
downs of the kind we had earlier. 

They are now leaving it to individ-
uals to take protective measures such
as social distancing, wearing of masks
and hand-washing to prevent the
spread of the virus and avoid getting
infected. In that sense, the Government
has raised the white flag and has
resigned itself to whatever fate awaits
us. Such a hands-off attitude obvious-
ly cannot bring our economy back on
the rails or help us confront the chal-
lenges we face on our northern borders. 

Fortunately, on the issue of the
Chinese border tangle, we have final-
ly taken some positive action, albeit
rather late and still only incremental in
nature. Yet, this was wholly unexpect-
ed by the Chinese and has clearly
pushed them on to the backfoot and
forcibly swung the spotlight directly on
President Xi. Whichever way this con-
frontation goes from here, he cannot
avoid being held directly responsible.
In this context, while his survival may
not be at stake at present, he will
undoubtedly find the going very tough
if this initiative, obviously engineered
by him, is seen as unsuccessful. 

Clearly, available force levels sug-
gest that the People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) underestimated Indian resolve
and just does not have the requisite
troops to go in for a full- fledged offen-
sive to throw out our troops from the
dominating heights that they occupy or

even throw us out of Ladakh, as some
analysts envisage, at least not before the
next campaigning season. The Foreign
Minister’s meeting with his Chinese
counterpart on the sidelines of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
meet, and their mutually-agreed state-
ment, suggests that the Chinese are buy-
ing time and the statement is probably
not worth the paper it is written on.

This is not to suggest that the PLA
might not still attempt limited offensive
action either against our positions in the
Pangong Tso heights or elsewhere in an
attempt to wrest the initiative for
which we are undoubtedly fully pre-
pared. The additional commitments
that have been thrust on us should not
be seen as detrimental to either our eco-
nomic health or our military capabili-
ties. Our military has been neglected for
far too long and it has taken Chinese
perfidy to open Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s eyes and force him to
provide it the requisite funds to upgrade
capabilities. It has also made clear that
economic development and military
capabilities are directly linked, and we
cannot build up one at the cost of the
other. Being the politician that he is,
Modi will no doubt figure out ways in
which the military can be funded to
meet future threats without greatly
impacting our economic development.

In this context, the manner in
which the formal induction ceremony
for the first Rafale Squadron had been
organised, with the Defence Ministers
of both countries being present, is
instructive. In the normal course of
events, the formal induction ceremo-
ny would be kept to the level of the
Chief of Air Staff with representations

from the concerned embassy in atten-
dance, with the ceremony being kept
low-key. This was the process fol-
lowed when the Jaguars were induct-
ed in 1979, the Mirages in 1985 and the
Sukhois in 1995. However, we know
that Narendra Modi has never shied
away from taking political advantage
from military endeavours to enhance
his nationalistic credentials.

It is indeed ironical that while in his
previous tenure he used the military to
enhance his political credibility, as the
Balakot operation and surgical strikes
show, without improving their lot,
Modi now finds himself cornered with
his future dependent on how the mil-
itary performs in the days ahead. 

Finally, a live LAC not only forces
us to keep troops deployed along it but
also compels the PLA to do the same
despite the constraints of distance and
internal disturbances that its troops
already confront. In effect, China has
converted Tibet into an unstable
Kashmir for itself, with an intransigent
neighbour to boot. More so, if we refuse
to accept Chinese sovereignty over it
and use the Tibetan diaspora to our
advantage. 

It also gives us an opportunity to
mirror Chinese actions that have result-
ed in a gradual loss of territory over the
years and improve our defensive pos-
ture, thereby ensuring that as and
when the LAC is finally delineated, we
are not at a disadvantage. One is hope-
ful that Modi has the stamina to go the
distance.

(The writer, a military veteran is a
Consultant with the Observer Research
Foundation and a Senior Visiting Fellow
with The Peninsula Foundation)
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The New Education Policy (NEP)
focusses on re-orientation of
school and higher education in

India and inculcation of research-based
studies and innovation in our education.
However,  the Indian Council for
Agricultural Research (ICAR) has
already been doing this on the ground
for years and hence is in tune with the
objectives of the NEP. As part of its focus
on innovation and research-based
learning, the ICAR-Agricultural
University (AU) system, through its net-
work of 74 universities, offers degree
courses at the undergraduate level in 11
disciplines with emphasis on learning
through hands-on-practice sessions
and field experience training. 

As desired by the NEP, the post-
graduate programmes in 96 disciplines

and Ph.D. programmes in 73 disciplines
make it multi-disciplinary. The AU sys-
tem has generated the much-needed sci-
entists, technologists, teachers,
researchers, technologies and technol-
ogy transfer systems to transform India
from a “ship-to-mouth” nation to a
“right-to-food” one. 

Much in line with the aspirations
of the NEP, the curricula has been
responsible for developing much-need-
ed agricultural skills and encouraging
an entrepreneurial mindset among the
students. They are being inspired to take
up self-employment, to sustainably
enhance rural livelihood security, and
to propel agricultural transformation
through science-based policy-options
and actions. 

The Student READY (Rural
Entrepreneurship Awareness
Development Yojana) programme
ensures hands-on experience and prac-
tical training, as does the
Entrepreneurship Development and
Business Management course. Rigorous
implementation of the revised curric-
ula has over the years been benefitting
local communities, and promoting
technology incubation and dissemina-
tion, which is one of the objectives of

the NEP. Many new courses have been
already introduced by the AUs in
emerging fields like Precision Farming,
Hi-tech Cultivation, Artificial
Intelligence, Mechatronics,
Nanotechnology, Food Storage
Engineering, Emerging Food Processing
Technologies and so on which align per-
fectly with the recommendations of the
NEP.

The AUs have developed more than
400 virtual classrooms and e-courses for
their undergraduate programmes and
are being supported through a cen-
tralised Academic Management System
and shall be further supported for online
classes through the recently-launched
“Krishi Megh.” The post-graduate
courses, too, are being converted into
e-courses in all the streams of agricul-
ture education. 

Multidisciplinary universities:
The AUs in India are modelled on the
US land grant university pattern with
integration of education, research and
extension and have contributed a great
deal to propelling agricultural growth
in the country. Agriculture is a multi-
disciplinary science and AUs are based
on the philosophy that the farmers need
holistic solutions for their problems.

However, in recent years, several
domain-specific universities in horticul-
ture, veterinary science and fisheries sci-
ences have been established in various
States, which may need to be re-orient-
ed to make them multidisciplinary as
per the NEP. 

The NEP suggests a four-year
Bachelor’s programme with multi-dis-
ciplinary education as a preferred
option. In the AUs, the curriculum of
undergraduates has been designed as a
four-year residential programme with
more than 15 disciplines. This includes
both theory and practical classes. The
contents of several courses are designed
in such a way that practical classes 
can be simultaneously conducted
matching with the topics of the theory
classes. 

Attracting talent to agriculture
education: About 4,500 scholarships are
annually granted by the ICAR to mer-
itorious students selected through its All
India Entrance Examination for
Admission conducted through the
National Testing Agency. The National
Scholarship Portal proposed under the
NEP shall afford students more such
opportunities for stipends, boarding
and lodging, and not just waiver of

tuition fees. In particular, talented stu-
dents from rural India, who have been
exposed to agriculture during their early
years and who have deep interest in
farm education, will be further encour-
aged to build their career in the field of
agriculture and allied sectors.     

Internationalisation: The ICAR
facilitates annual admission of over 250
foreign students from more than 20
countries to various degree pro-
grammes. To support their higher
studies in India, several
programmes/fellowships have been ini-
tiated like the Netaji Subhas-ICAR
International Fellowship, India-Africa
Fellowship and India-Afghanistan
Fellowship. The campuses of the exist-
ing system of AUs shall immensely ben-
efit from various provisions in the NEP
to promote HEIs as global study desti-
nation hubs and restore India’s role as
a Viswa Guru.

Continuous professional develop-
ment: Teachers will be given constant
opportunities for self-improvement
and to learn the latest innovations and
advances in their profession as per the
NEP.  This fits in well with the ICAR’s
schemes through which about 3,500 fac-
ulty from AUs are trained every year for

their professional development.
The future: AUs have sufficient

land available for experimentation,
demonstration of various trials to farm-
ers and training. AUs must develop
schemes for adequate resource gener-
ation and convert themselves into self-
governing institutions, which is reflect-
ed in the NEP. 

The AUs need to attain the high-
est global standards in quality agricul-
ture education through linkages with
global universities and provide plat-
forms for research and innovation in
frontier areas of research, greater indus-
try-academic linkages and interdiscipli-
nary research, including humanities and
social sciences. 

The universities also need to make
provisions of multiple entry and exit sys-
tems in their undergraduate pro-
grammes. These reforms shall help in
meeting the challenges of Global Green
Economy, Knowledge Economy, Global
Zero Hunger Challenge, Sustainable
Development Goals, 2030, and
International Agriculture and
Development Challenge, 2050.

(Mohapatra is Director-General
and Agrawal Deputy Director-General,
Indian Council of Agricultural Research)
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Beijing: Beijing will impose
“reciprocal restrictions” on all
American diplomats on
Chinese soil in response to
curbs on its embassy personnel
in the United States, China’s
foreign ministry said Friday.

Relations between the
world’s top two economies
have deteriorated in recent
months, with both sides locked
in fierce recriminations over
trade disputes, human rights
and the origins of the coron-
avirus pandemic.

China’s latest move comes
days after Washington
announced new restrictions
on staff working for Beijing’s
foreign missions, such as a
requirement to seek approval
for university visits or meetings
with local officials.

“The Chinese side has
recently sent a diplomatic note
announcing reciprocal restric-
tions on the US embassy and
consulates,” the ministry said in
a statement.

It added that the unspeci-
fied countermeasures will apply
to all US embassy and con-
sulate staff, including the con-
sulate-general in Hong Kong

and its personnel.
“It must be stressed that

these measures are China’s
legitimate and necessary
response to the erroneous US
moves,” the ministry said, urg-
ing the US to “immediately
correct its mistakes” and lift the
earlier curbs.

A tit-for-tat dispute over
foreign missions flared up in
July when Washington ordered
the closure of the Chinese con-
sulate in Houston, prompting
Beijing to shutter the American
presence in Chengdu.

US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo said last week that new
measures targeting Chinese
envoys were a response to
long-established controls on
American diplomats in China.

Washington’s restrictions
will force Chinese diplomats to
seek US permission to hold

cultural events involving more
than 50 people outside mission
grounds.

They also require embassy
social media accounts to be
publicly identified as being affil-
iated with the Chinese govern-
ment. The battle over foreign
embassies is only one front in an
escalating confrontation
between the US and China.

Washington has imposed
sanctions on officials accused
of helping orchestrate China’s
mass internment of Uighurs
and other mostly Muslim
minorities in Xinjiang
province, a programme that has
prompted a global human
rights outcry.

Last month it blacklisted
officials it accused of suppress-
ing “freedom and democratic
processes” in Hong Kong, after
the imposition of a national
security law aimed at quelling
civil unrest in the financial hub.

The move prompted China
to issue its own sanctions
against several prominent
Americans, including promi-
nent senators and senior figures
in US-based human rights
organisations. AFP

Beijing: Beijing on Friday
denied trying to meddle in US
presidential election after
American tech giant Microsoft
said it had parried cyber attacks
from overseas groups —
including from China —
against both the Republican
and Democratic campaigns.

Microsoft warned it had
detected attempts at election
interference from overseas,
including Russia, Iran and the
China-based “Zirconium”,
which targeted people linked to
Democratic candidate Joe
Biden’s campaign.

But China batted away the
allegation, accusing Microsoft
of “fabrication” and “creating
trouble”.

“The US presidential elec-
tion is the US’ internal affair,”
said Zhao Lijian, spokesman of
the Chinese foreign ministry.

“We have no interest to
interfere in it, and we never
interfered in it.”

China and the United
States are trapped in a sprawl-
ing power struggle reaching
into trade, the origins of the
coronavirus, defence ambitions

and tech security.
Washington has called out

Chinese tech firms — from
Huawei to Tik Tok — as state
actors working for the
Communist Party of China,
claims Beijing and the compa-
nies vehemently deny.

Zhao returned fire on
Friday, warning that the world
should instead be on “high
alert” for American tech com-
panies “installing back doors”
and harvesting personal data
for security services.

With the US presidential
election two months away,
Twitter, Google and Facebook
have all said they are reinforcing
protections to curb the spread of
misinformation. AFP
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The headless body of Kim
Jong Un’s executed uncle

was displayed to senior North
Korean officials, US President
Donald Trump told the author
of an upcoming book on the US
president.

Jang Song Thaek, the 
North Korean leader’s uncle by
marriage and a hugely 
powerful figure within the
regime, was purged for treason
and corruption in 2013, in what
was widely seen as Kim merci-
lessly asserting his authority.

Kim “tells me everything.
Told me everything,” Trump
told the Washington Post inves-
tigative journalist Bob
Woodward, according to his
forthcoming book “Rage”.

“He killed his uncle and he
put the body right in the steps,”
Trump said, in an apparent
reference to a building used by
senior officials.

“And the head was cut, 
sitting on the chest,” he added 
in excerpts from the book seen
by AFP. The North has never
officially stated how Jang was
executed, although multiple
reports say an anti-aircraft gun
was used. Trump’s account is the
first from any senior official to
mention decapitation.

Nuclear negotiations
between Pyongyang and
Washington have been at a
standstill since the collapse of
the Hanoi summit last year
over sanctions relief and what
the North would be willing to
give up in return. 

Manila: The Philippine defense
chief told his Chinese counter-
part on Friday that Manila will
adhere “without any possibility
of compromise” to a 2016 inter-
national arbitration ruling that
invalidated most of Beijing’s
rival claims in the South China
Sea, according to a Philippine
statement about the meeting.
But the statement was later
withdrawn and the contentious
comment removed.

Chinese Gen. Wei Fenghe is
in Manila for talks with Defense
Secretary Delfin Lorenzana and
President Rodrigo Duterte. His
visit follows a series of protests
by the Philippines over China’s
increasingly aggressive actions
in the busy waterway.

The territorial disputes

between the countries remain
unresolved, although their ties
have improved greatly under
Duterte, who has sought invest-
ment, infrastructure funding
and military assistance from
China.

After the defense chiefs
met, the Philippine defense
department issued an initial
statement saying Lorenzana had
reaffirmed Philippine adher-
ence “without any possibility of
compromise” to the arbitration
ruling that invalidated China’s
territorial claims in the sea on
historical grounds.

China refused to participate
in the arbitration by a U.N.-
backed tribunal, and then dis-
missed its ruling as a “sham” and
continues to defy it. AP

Dhaka: A Dhaka University
professor along with two oth-
ers is facing sedition charges
for allegedly defaming Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, the found-
ing father of Bangladesh, and
distorting the history of the
1971 Liberation War. 

Aminul Islam Bulbul, the
president of the central com-
mittee of the Muktijuddha
Mancha, filed a written com-
plaint against Professor
Morshed Hasan Khan, Daily
Jai Jai Din Editor Kazi
Rokonuddin Ahmed and Daily
Naya Diganta Editor Alamgir
Mohiuddin at the court of
Dhaka Metropolitan
Magistrate Ziaur Rahman on
Thursday.

The court has ordered the
Police Bureau of Investigation
or PBI to submit a report by
October 20, after taking the
plaintiff ’s statement into
account, bdnews24 reported.

“Sedition cases require the
approval of the home ministry.
The PBI will submit a report if
they find any substance in the
claims after investigating the
allegations and quizzing the
plaintiff,” the court’s clerk
Rakib Chowdhury told the
paper. PTI 

Minneapolis: Attorneys for
four former Minneapolis offi-
cers charged in the death of
George Floyd say that each
client should get his own trial,
as the officers try to diminish
their roles in the Black man’s
death by pointing fingers at one
another.

Prosecutors say all four
officers should be tried togeth-
er because the nature of the
charges and evidence is similar
and “it is impossible to evalu-
ate any individual Defendant’s
conduct in a vacuum.” 

The former officers are
scheduled to appear in court
Friday for a hearing on sever-
al issues, including the prose-
cution’s request to hold a joint
trial. Other issues that will be
argued include defense requests
to move the trial away from

Minneapolis and to sequester
the jury and keep jurors anony-
mous.

Floyd, who was in hand-
cuffs, died May 25 after Derek
Chauvin pressed his knee
against his neck as Floyd said
he couldn’t breathe and became
motionless. Chauvin is charged
with second-degree murder,
third-degree murder and
manslaughter. 

Thomas Lane, J. Kueng
and Tou Thao are charged
with aiding and abetting both
second-degree murder and
manslaughter. Defense
requests to dismiss charges
won’t be addressed at Friday’s
hearing. A trial is scheduled for
March.

Friday’s hearing will also
mark the first time Chauvin is
expected to appear in a court-

room. He is in state custody
and has attended previous
hearings via videoconference.

Prosecutors say the case
should proceed with one trial
because the evidence – includ-
ing witness statements, body-
camera video and police
department policy on use of
force – is similar for each offi-
cer. Prosecutors say the officers
also acted in close concert.

“Here, all four Defendants
worked together to murder
Floyd: Chauvin, Kueng, and
Lane pinned Floyd face-down,
while Thao stopped the crowd
from intervening, enabling the
other Defendants to maintain
their positions. Defendants
also discussed and coordinat-
ed their actions throughout the
incident,” prosecutors wrote
in a court filing. AP
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AGerman federal court has
rejected a former nurse’s

appeal of his murder convic-
tion and life sentence for
killing 85 patients by deliber-
ately bringing about cardiac
arrests.

Niels Hoegel was convict-
ed by a court in the north-
western city of Oldenburg in
June 2019. On Friday, the
Federal Court of Justice said it
had thrown out his appeal in a
September 1 decision, finding
no procedural or other errors
with the verdict.

Hoegel injected patients
with overdoses of heart med-
ication and other drugs because
he enjoyed the feeling of being
able to resuscitate them. 
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negotiators left for Doha on
Friday to begin what promise
to be lengthy and difficult
peace talks with the Taliban
after nearly two decades of
grinding war that have left
tens of thousands dead.

Negotiations set to begin
Saturday were originally slated
to start in March but were
repeatedly pushed back amid
disputes over a prisoner
exchange that included the
release of hundreds of battle-
hardened Taliban fighters.

“After continuous efforts of
the government of the Islamic
Republic of Afghanistan to
start direct talks with the
Taliban, the peace negotiating
team of the IRA left Kabul for
Doha,” Nader Naderi, a mem-
ber of the negotiating team,
said on Twitter minutes before
their plane took off.

US President Donald
Trump has made ending
America’s involvement in
Afghanistan a foreign policy
priority as he faces uncertain
prospects in the November 3
election.

US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo will be attending the
opening session of what he said

was a “historic” opportunity to
end America’s longest war.

“I’m mindful of how diffi-
cult these conversations will be
among the Afghans but it’s
theirs for the taking,” he told
reporters onboard his flight to
Doha.

Abdul Hafiz Mansour, a
member of Kabul’s delegation,
said his message to the Taliban
would be that they “cannot suc-
ceed by force”.

“The time is ready for rec-

onciliation now, we can resolve
our problems by talking to
each other,” Mansour said.

Negotiations have raised
hope across Afghanistan 
that the conflict might come 
to a halt. “We are desperate 
for peace. The killing of
Afghans should be stopped,”
said Kabul shopkeeper
Abdullah, who lost a relative in
a bomb attack that targeted
Vice President Amrullah Saleh
this week.  AFP
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Islamabad: Much anticipated
negotiations between
Afghanistan’s warring parties
are likely to be “contentious”, US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
warned on Friday, but are the
only way forward if Afghans are
to find peace after decades of
relentless conflict.

“It’s taken us longer than I
wish that it had to get from
February 29 to here but we
expect Saturday morning, for
the first time in almost two
decades, to have the Afghans

sitting at the table together
prepared to have what will be
contentious discussions about
how to move their country for-
ward to reduce violence and
deliver what the Afghan people
are demanding — a reconciled
Afghanistan with a govern-
ment that reflects a country that
isn’t at war,” Pompeo said on the
plane taking him to Doha.

“It’s their country to figure
out how to move forward and
make a better life for all Afghan
people,” he said. AP
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Chittaranjan: The”DIK-
SHANT PARADE” of 3rd
batch of Constable Recruits was
organised on Friday morning at
AW parade ground in
Chittaranjan. Praveen Kumar
Mishra, General Manager,
CLW graced the ceremony as
Chief Guest who received the
salute. “NISSAN TOLI” in
parade and retreat was per-
formed by the recruited 148
constables followed by National
Salute & National   Anthem.
Shri Tarique Ahmad, PCSC
cum IG/RPF/CLW and Sr.
Officers of CLW were present
during this Passing Out Parade

Ceremony maintaining all pre-
caution of COVID-19. A col-
orful March past was present-
ed by the contingents . Shri
Praveen Kumar Mishra,
General Manager in his address
appreciated the efforts of
PCSC/RPF and Principal
/STC/RPF for  training &
organising the Passing out
Parade in a befitting manner.
General Manager also  pre-
sented Best All Rounder Cadet,
Best Outdoor & Indoor Cadet
and Best Parade Commander
award with Medal and Merit
Certificates to four meritorious
RPF Constable. 
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The Adjudicating Authority
under Foreign Exchange

Management Act has slapped a
fine of �100 crore on Standard
Chartered Bank (SCB), �17
crore on Tamil Nadu
Mercantile Bank Ltd and �35
crore on former chairman and
director of TMBL, MGM
Maran for contravention of
FEMA in a case relating to
unauthorised allocation of
shares.

Investigation under FEMA
was taken up by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
on a reference from the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) to investi-
gate advance remittances
received by certain entities for
purchase of the shares of
Tuticorin-headquartered
TMBL through an escrow
mechanism maintained with
SCB, Mumbai.

The ED probe led to show
cause notice being issued to
TMBL, its directors, SCB and
an official of the SCB for vari-
ous contraventions of the pro-
visions of FEMA.The case was
adjudicated by the
Adjudicating Authority, the
Special Director, ED Southern
Region. In his order,  the
Adjudicating Authority
imposed a penalty of Rs. 11.33
crore on TMBL for recording
in its books the transfer of
46,862 shares of TMBL in the
names of seven foreign entities-
---RST Ltd. (wholly owned by
Ravi S Trehan), Katra Holdings
Ltd. (wholly owned by Ramesh
Vangal), GHI I Ltd. (wholly
owned by Rajat Gupta),
Kamehameha (Mauritius) Ltd.,

FI Investments (Mauritius)
Ltd., Cuna Group (Mauritius)
Ltd., and Swiss Re Investors
(Mauritius) Ltd., which were
not approved by the RBI for
acquiring the shares of TMBL,
the ED said in a statement.

A further penalty of � 5.66
crore was imposed on TMBL
for its act of recording in its
books, the subsequent transfer
of 27,289 shares out of the
above 46,862 shares in the
names of two foreign entities-
--Sub-Continental Equities Ltd,
Mauritius and Robert & Adris
James Company Ltd.,
Mauritius, without the per-
mission of the RBI. Penalty has
also been imposed on the
directors of the Board of
TMBL, who approved the
recording of the transfer of
shares of TMBL, it said. 

“The Adjudicating
Authority has held SCB guilty of
contraventions of the provi-
sions of FEMA for opening the
SCB Project Windmill (Sale
Consideration) Escrow Account,
without prior permission of the
RBI and for having allowed
deposits totalling to Rs 113
crore in the said account and for
having held 1,12,151 shares of
TMBL in SCB Project Windmill
(Shares) Escrow Account.
Accordingly, a penalty of Rs 34
crore has been imposed on
Standard Chartered Bank for the
above contraventions,” the ED
said in its statement.
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Moody’s Investors Service
on Friday slashed India’s

growth projection for the cur-
rent fiscal to (-) 11.5 per cent,
from (-) 4 per cent estimated
earlier, saying the economic
contraction would be more
pronounced due to the lock-
down and continued rise in
coronavirus cases.

The US-based rating
agency also projected India’s
debt burden to peak at around
90 per cent of GDP in the cur-
rent fiscal and the Centre’s fis-
cal deficit to be close to 7.5 per
cent of gross domestic product.

In the previous fiscal,
India’s debt burden was 72 per
cent of GDP, while the fiscal
deficit stood at 4.6 per cent.

India’s GDP contracted by
23.9 per cent year-on-year in
the April-June quarter, follow-
ing the economic impact of the
nationwide lockdown mea-
sures, which were in place
from late March until a phased

lifting of restrictions began in
June.

“The collapse in GDP was
one of the sharpest among all
major G-20 economies. We
now expect real GDP to con-
tract by 11.5 per cent in the fis-
cal year starting April 2020,
much weaker than our previ-
ous forecast of a 4 per cent con-
traction,” Moody’s said.
It expects growth to rebound to
10.6 per cent in fiscal 2021,
reflecting a strong statistical
base effect from the low GDP
levels of 2020 as economic
activity gradually normalises.

The sharp decline in
growth will result in material-
ly weaker Government rev-
enue. Combined with increased
fiscal expenditure in response
to the coronavirus outbreak,
this will contribute to a wider
general government fiscal
deficit, which we now expect to
reach 12 per cent of GDP in fis-
cal 2020, it said.

Moody’s expects the cen-
tral government and states to

run fiscal deficits close to 7.5
per cent and 4.5 per cent of
GDP, respectively. 

This will drive a substan-
tially higher debt burden, the
agency added.

It said the economic con-
traction in 2020 to be more
pronounced because of the
lockdown and continued rise in
coronavirus cases.

“As the number of daily
reported coronavirus cases
increases, also spreading fur-
ther outside major urban cen-
tres, the possibility of renewed
lockdown measures continues

to present downside risk to our
forecasts. Even in the absence
of renewed official restrictions
outside of designated contain-
ment zones, economic uncer-
tainties could weigh on con-
sumer demand and invest-
ment.“Beyond the pandemic,
we see a risk that growth
rebounds more gradually than
in other major emerging
economies, and remains below
our previous expectations, held
back by an increasingly
impaired financial system, and
limited fiscal capacity to pro-
vide support,” Moody’s said.

It joined the chorus of
other global and domestic
agencies which have projected
double-digit contraction in the
Indian economy.

Earlier this week, Goldman
Sachs and Fitch projected
India’s economy to contract
14.8 per cent and 10.5 per cent,
respectively, in the current fis-
cal. India Ratings and Research
expected contraction at 11.8
per cent. Domestic agency
Crisil estimated contraction at
9 per cent.

Moody’s had in June
downgraded India’s sovereign
rating to ‘Baa3’ -- the lowest
investment grade -- just a
notch above junk status, with
a negative outlook.

In its credit opinion report
on the Indian government,
Moody’s said the country’s
credit profile is increasingly
constrained by low growth,
high debt burden and the weak
financial system, and these
risks have been exacerbated by
the coronavirus pandemic.
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Markets regulator Sebi on
Friday tweaked asset allo-

cation framework for multicap
mutual funds, asking such
funds to have a minimum cor-
pus of 75 per cent invested in
equities as against the present
mandate of 65 per cent.

Further, such funds will
have to make a minimum
investment of 25 per cent each
in equity and related instru-
ments of largecap, midcap and
smallcap companies, Sebi said
in a circular.

All the existing multicap
funds will ensure compliance
with the provisions within one
month from the date of pub-
lishing of the next list of stocks
by industry body Amfi

(Association of Mutual Funds
in India), that is January 2021,
it added.

“In order to diversify the
underlying investments of mul-
ticap funds across the large,
mid and smallcap companies
and be true to label, it has been
decided to partially modify
the scheme characteristics of
multicap fund,” the Securities
and Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) said.

At present, multicap funds
need to invest 65 per cent of
total assets in equity and its
related securities.

Besides, there is no restric-
tion on the exposure such
funds need to make in large,
mid and smallcap stocks, there-
fore, experts believe most of the
multicap funds have higher

allocation towards largecap,
and residual exposure in mid
and smallcap. “Now with this
circular in effect, we will see
most funds increasing their
exposure in mid and smallcaps,
while largecap already had
lion’s share,” Samco Group
Head - RankMF Omkeshwar
Singh said.Jimeet Modi,
founder and CEO, of Samco
Group said the new provision
will lead to increased buying in
mid or smallcap by multicap
MFs to the tune of �30,000
crore. This will be a disruption
opposite to the one we saw in
October 2018, when Sebi first
introduced scheme categorisa-
tion. That had led to outflows
from small and midcaps. The
inverse will happen this time,
he added.
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Industrial production
declined by 10.4 per cent in

July, mainly due to lower out-
put of manufacturing, mining
and power generation, as per
the Government data released
on Friday.

According to the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP)
data, manufacturing sector
production registered a decline
of 11.1 per cent, while the out-
put of mining and power fell 13
per cent and 2.5 per cent,
respectively.

“In view of the preventive
measures and announcement
of nationwide lockdown by
the Government to contain
the spread of COVID-19 pan-
demic, a large number of the
industrial sector establishments
were not operating from the
end of March 2020 onwards.

“This has had an impact on
the items being produced by

the establishments during the
period of lockdown. With the
lifting of restrictions in the sub-
sequent periods, industrial
activity is resuming,” the
Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
said in a press release.

The Index for July 2020
stands at 118.1 as compared to
54.0, 89.5 and 108.9 in April,
May and June 2020, respec-
tively, it added. 
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The Government has
extended the deadline for

merchant bankers to bid for
managing IRCTC stake sale by
4 days till September 14.

The Department of
Investment and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM) has ini-
tiated the process to sell 15-20
per cent stake in Indian
Railway Catering and Tourism
Corp (IRCTC) via offer for sale
(OFS) and had last month
invited bids from merchant
bankers by September 10.

The last date of submission
of bids has been extended till
September 14, the DIPAM,
which manages the govern-
ment share sale, said.

The Government current-
ly holds 87.40 per cent stake in

v:\moIRCTC. To meet Sebi’s
public holding norm, the
Government has to lower its
stake in the company to 75 per
cent.

Shares of IRCTC closed at
� 1,374.35 apiece, up 0.27 per
cent over the previous close on
BSE. IRCTC - the only entity
authorised by Indian Railways
to provide catering services to
railways, online railway tickets
and packaged drinking water at
railway stations and trains in
India - had listed itself on the
stock exchanges in October
2019. The company had raised 

�645 crore through the
IPO.

IRCTC OFS would help
the government inch forward
in meeting the �2.10 lakh crore
disinvestment target. Of this, �
1.20 lakh crore will come from

disinvestment of public sector
undertakings and another
�90,000 crore from stake sale in
financial institutions.

The Government has
already concluded the OFS of
Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd
(HAL) and Bharat Dynamics
Ltd (BDL), which together has
fetched around �5,000 crore to
the exchequer.

The Government is also
looking at launching initial
public offering (IPO) of Indian
Railway Finance Corp Ltd
(IRFC) and had in January filed
draft red herring prospectus
(DRHP) with Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
for IPO of over 140 crore equi-
ty shares.

The Union Cabinet had in
April 2017 approved listing of
five railway companies. 
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The Centre has released
�6,195 crore to 14 states as

monthly instalment of post
devolution revenue deficit
grant. “The Govt on Sep 10,
2020 released �6,195.08 crore
to 14 states as the sixth equat-
ed monthly instalment of the
Post  Devolution Revenue
Deficit Grant as recommend-
ed by the 15th Finance
Commission. This would pro-
vide them additional resources
during the Corona crisis,” the
Office of Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said in a
tweet. Andhra Pradesh, Assam,
Himachal Pradesh, Kerala,
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram,
Nagaland, Punjab, Sikkim,
Tamil Nadu, Tripura,
Uttarakhand and West Bengal
are the 14 states to whom the
grant has been released.
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Indian Railways are working
on connecting capitals of all

eight northeastern states and
also executing a project to link
up with Bangladesh’s railway
networks to facilitate commu-
nication with other parts of
India via the neighbouring
country, Railways Minister
Piyush Goyal said on Friday.

With the Centre’s focus on
all-round development of the
region through better link-
ages, the Northeast Frontier

Railways (NFR) had already
connected Assam’s main city of
Guwahati (adjoining capital
Dispur), Tripura’s capital
Agartala and Arunachal
Pradesh’s Itanagar.

“A 12-km-long Agartala-
Akhaura (Bangladesh) railway
project is now under execution
to link Tripura’s railway net-
work with Bangladesh’s railway
network. Once the project
completed, the distance
between Tripura and Kolkata
would be reduced by 1,100 km,”
he said.
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Indias total online food deliv-
ery gross merchandise value

(GMV) is expected to be $13
billion by 2024 by clocking 12
million daily orders on an
average, said a new report on
Friday.

While online food delivery,
which has scaled to more than
500 cities and towns in India
and over 10x GMV over the
past three years, will continue
to be the core, a significant
growth is expected in the other
businesses such as ads and
groceries, amongst others,
according to Bengaluru-based
consulting firm RedSeer.

These businesses have the
potential to contribute up to a
quarter of the total GMV.

“While food delivery in
itself is likely to be $13 billion
by 2024, as the players diversi-
fy with a keen eye on prof-
itability, we expect further $4
billion+ growth in ads and
loyalty programmes, Cloud
kitchens, hyperlocal delivery
and procurement offerings,”
Abhijit Routray, Senior
Consultant at RedSeer, said in
a statement.

In June, RedSeer in its
findings said that while due to
the Covid-19 impact, the num-
ber of orders dropped, foodtech
players evolved themselves into
hyperlocal super apps.

“While grocery delivery
boosts fleet utilisation, it is
challenging due to low shelf-
life, thin margins, and the need
for specialised infrastructure,”
said Routray.
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� How was your time during the
lockdown?

Frankly, they have been the best
four and a half months of my life. I
could enjoy living with peace in my
lovely house, without any restrictions,
sit out and walk around. With my staff
and driver around, I felt like I found a
new family. This was also for the first
time, I and my husband stayed togeth-
er for four months. Otherwise, he lives
in Delhi and I live in Mumbai.
Although, even at home, we both
stayed busy at times. But this has been
the most amazing time of my life.

� Any everyday issues at home...
Majorly, majorly (laughs)! I’ve

learned sign language because my hus-
band is mostly busy on his conference
calls. The adjustment took some time
but I let him be. He too tried to let me
be also because he had no alternative.
In any case, he didn’t have time to inter-
fere in my life so it was fine. But still,
it was interesting. Quite calming, I’d say.

� Your Instagram game is on a
roll...

Well, sometimes, I don’t post for
long. I do whenever something hits me
or I see something happening around
me or with me. For instance, the sign
language. I posted about it because I
used to laugh at how I was doing it
every day.

I also posted about the sweaters
woven by the local girls. So it is all gen-
uine and I don’t post for the sake of
posting anything. I do it because I want
to say something through the posts,
something that has happened to me
and is genuine. Well, I think it’s why
people like it.

� Did it come from Masaba (Gupta,
daughter and fashion designer)?

No. The matter I do, I don’t con-
sult. Sometimes, I make a mistake
while posting. And then, I get a mes-
sage from Masaba immediately, “Mom,
you’ve done it wrong,” then I tell her
to set it right. And then, she sets it right! 

� Over the years, how do you think
things have changed in terms of
stereotypes and work for women?

It has all changed very recently.
Like in past two years only. Everyone,
women and actors of my age group, are
also getting some very interesting
work. Otherwise, it hasn’t been very
good. There was nothing at all. Now,
I feel that everybody is able to find
something that suits them, not just the
younger lot.

� What do you have to say about the
PR scenario, then and now?

Well, I must say, for me, it’s quite

irritating and a hassle to follow the cor-
porate setup. Ek kaam ke liye 10
aadmi hote hain (there are 10 people
for one chore). With 10 people around,
there are a hundred new things to han-
dle and listen to. Everyone has their
own perspective and talent. They have
to be paid accordingly. And amid
those, there are some who don’t know
much yet because they are not coming
from the same place. So, I don’t under-
stand this business environment at all.

� Have you ever felt out of place on
a film set?

So, it was the first day of shoot for
Shubh Mangal Zyada Saavdhan. I was
rehearsing a dialogue in a way that it
looks realistic, in front of the camera,
and the director came up to me and
said, “Nahi, iska surr thoda ooncha hona
chahiye (the pitch should be a bit high-
er), let’s begin like that.” I asked why. I
understood the reason when he
explained me that I am speaking over
the phone at a noisy place. Toh shorr
wali jagah agar aap ooncha hi bolenge
na. I understood the logic and did the
same.

But as soon as I got back at the
hotel, I felt that I have to work on that
level now. It’s for comedy that I’ll have
to change the way I act or react in a par-
ticular scene. That’s what the script
demands. It’s not like Badhaai Ho! This
reminded me of the series Srimaan
Srimati, in which I played a role for a
short duration. I began from a high note
in the show. It was a little problematic
for me in the beginning but I realised
this is how comedy works.

So these are the some of the
instances where I felt a little out of the
place but I won’t say I was caught into
doing it (laughs). Haan, phasi hu ek-do
baar shuru mein, when I had to do roles,
which had no beginning, end, logic to
it or sense. I have done many of those
but then you need money, so it’s okay!

� What would you say to your
younger self?

If you want to get better roles, more
roles, you want to become a star, a
heroine, whatever is in your head,
modesty is not a good policy. You can-
not be shy. You have to get going and
call up people. Focus on work, not on
men — two important things.

� What would you say to Neena
Gupta 2020?

Well, this year has been a waste.
Ek saal toh barbaad ho gaya humara.
Now, I’m getting back to work, so
every day is important for me. I tell
myself that it’s very important to look
after your health because you want to
do more work. Don’t let even one
moment of your day go waste. Kuch
karo, padho, suno, baithna nahi, kuch
na kuch karte raho. Set your wardrobe
up or do anything, but don’t just sit idle
and waste time — two important
things.

� What has Masaba taken from
you? What have you passed on to her?

I think, children watch their par-
ents and learn. There are certain
things which are genetic. I know what
she has got from me or what she has
got from her father or even my father.
I think it’s all a combination. One day,
she shouted at me and I told her, ‘Don’t
shout’. She replied, ‘I’ve learnt from you
only’. Well, because she saw me shout-
ing at my father once or twice when he
was living with me, her reaction was
the same for me. That’s the parent-child
relationship, isn’t it? Children learn 40
per cent from the parents and their
behaviour and the rest, 60 per cent is
genetic, DNA!

� List one quality each that Masaba
should and shouldn’t take from you.

I feel happy that Masaba has
inherited this very important quality
from me — she can laugh at herself.
One bad thing she has got is taking
immediate and impulsive decisions.
But the good part is that she already
knows that.

� What would you say about find-
ing love at 50?

We met on a flight from London
to Mumbai. He’s based in Delhi but he
was coming for some work. I was in
business class upstairs and he was
somewhere behind. But one lady
wanted him to change his seat and
that’s how he came and sat beside me.
This is how it started and that’s why I
believe in destiny so much. My life
would have been so different. Now, he
keeps telling me all the time that you
are the one. To tease me, he often says
that you trapped me intentionally.
Earlier, I used to fight that it’s the other
way round but now I say ‘yes I have
trapped you. If you are happy then stay,
if not then leave.’

� Is it true that your mother was
against you acting and wanted you to
be an IAS officer?

Yes. They were very much against
it. My mother used to look down upon
Hindi cinema. She only watched
English films during festivals and var-
ious occasions. But I forced my way out
of it and said that ‘I have to go anyhow.’

� What was your advice for Masaba
while her getting into B-town?

During the initial days itself, I told
her that it’s not sure whether you will
be able to act or not. I also apprised her
of the fact that you don’t have a tradi-
tional Indian face, so you might not get
all the lead roles. I wanted her to know
this reality and then start acting or go
abroad, struggle there and find some
work. I was very scared that she might
say refuse to do so but she understood
and went into a different direction. 

Now, in our new series, Masaba
Masaba, she has done acting. I am her
best and worst critic. So she was too
apprehensive about my reaction. And
when I saw the edits, I was so
impressed by her acting. So, now we
joke about it that I told her not to go
after acting but whatever is destined to
happen, happens.

� How was it sharing the screen with
your daughter for the series, Masaba
Masaba?

I was a little hesitant, I said, ‘I don’t
know, we both will be conscious doing
a scene together but she was so good
and professional.’ Our scenes went off
very well. The show is a little scripted
but it looks so real. When you see the
show you’ll feel it’s something that seri-
ously happened between the daughter
and her mother. 

� Did you give any acting tips to
Masaba for the show?

Very little, maybe twice. Initially,

when we were doing the readings, I
told her to slow down her pace. Other
than this, I only advised her once or
twice while she was acting. And she
took that advice very professionally and
worked on it. I thought she would say
‘Mom I already know.’ But that didn’t
happen.

� Badhaai Ho! turned out to be a
game-changer for you...

The film changed everything. It
changed my life because people had
never imagined me that way. Before
that film, I had a very differ-
ent image, and your acting
assignments depends a
lot on how people see
and imagine you. So,
Badhaai Ho had made
a great impact. Now I
make calls to direc-
tors and other people
with great confi-
dence. Recently, I
sent a message to a
director asking if he
has any role for me
in his new film. I
didn’t had this con-
fidence earlier. I tell
this film’s director
Amit (Sharma) that I
can do anything for
you because you have
changed my life. I have
so much gratitude and
love for him. Not only
because of my role but
also because I love the
film. I think it’s one of the
best films I have ever done
and seen.

� Did you anticipate the
film Jaane Bhi Do Yaaro to
become such a hit?

Not at all. It was very low
budget film. I did not have any
conveyance, I used to take an
auto rickshaw and my own
food to the shoot. But even
then we enjoyed the film a
lot. I was very new at that
time and getting to work
with such good actors in the
first film felt so good. I never
expected it to become such a
hit.

� Is there a remake in
process for it?

They were planning to
make Jaane Bhi Do Yaaro 2. I
read the script too, it was
huge. The makers said that
they will come back to me for
the dates but that somehow got
cancelled and never happened.
This was long time ago.

Actor Ayushmann Khurrana has
been roped in by UNICEF India

as its celebrity advocate for promot-
ing rights #ForEveryChild. The
actor will support UNICEF towards
its work around ending violence
against children. He will work
towards this initiative in India
and has joined the likes of actor
David Beckham, who works on
this campaign globally.

Welcoming the actor for
children’s rights, Dr Yasmin
Ali Haque, UNICEF
Representative in India
said, “I am delighted to
welcome him as the
celebrity advocate. He’s
an actor who challenges
the boundary of every
role he plays. He will
bring sensitivity, passion
and a powerful voice for
every child, with a spe-
cific focus towards end-
ing violence against chil-

dren. Ayushmann’s support will
help increase awareness about this
issue, especially now that COVID
has heightened the risk of violence
and abuse against children due to the
extended lockdown and its socio-

economic impacts.”
The actor believes that

everyone deserves the best start
in life. He said, “As I watch my
children play in the safety and

happiness of our home, I
think about all the chil-
dren who never get to
experience a safe child-
hood and grow up with
violence in and around.
I look forward to sup-
porting the rights of
the most vulnerable
children, so that they
grow up as happier,
healthier, educated citi-
zens in nurturing envi-

ronments free from vio-
lence.”

Have you ever wondered
why only a few in a mil-

lion rise above the ordinary
to become a mega icon?
Were they driven by a
unique perspective towards
life or was it their choices
that triggered a journey that
was destined to draw fame
from all over the world?
While making decisions can
be both mentally and phys-
ically daunting for us, there
are some, who uncover the
hidden power of looking at
things with a unique per-
spective, making the right
choices and go onto become
the giants, we revere. 

Uncovering such truths
about these personalities
and building on the the first
season, which featured the
stories of Virat Kohli, APJ
Abdul Kalam among others,
National Geographic is back
with the second season of
Mega Icons. The series will
explore the journey of
India’s ‘Man of Steel’ —
Ratan Tata, world renowned
actor and fashion icon —
Deepika Padukone,
Bollywood singer, compos-

er and music producer — A
R Rahman and the first
Indian woman who went
beyond the skies — Kalpana
Chawla (told by her par-
ents), to decipher various
milestone moments that
defined their success. 

Featuring these global-
ly acclaimed icons from var-
ious walks of life, season 2
promises to be bigger and
better. The series will bring
viewers closer to these icons
through exclusive and inti-
mate interviews of them
and their close ones. Using
cinematic recreations, the
format will decode whether
it was their conditioning,
experiences and hard work
or perspective to look at
things dif ferently that

defined their path to suc-
cess. The icons featured
have been carefully selected
keeping in mind some of the
biggest obsessions of the
country — Films, music,
science and entrepreneur-
ship. 

Commenting on the
launch of this  season,
Anuradha Aggarwal, Head
— Infotainment and Kids,
Star & Disney India, said,
“With an inspiring set of
new icons, season two builds
on the success of the first
season. The show aims to
satisfy the curiosity of dis-
cerning viewers who want to
comprehend the role of life
choices in defining one’s
success. It seeks to inspire
and motivate the youth by

diving deep into the lives of
successful personalities to
find the answer to an elusive
question — What made
them who they are today?” 

Talking about the series,
Ratan, Chairman Tata
Trusts and Chairman
Emeritus, Tata Sons said, “I
have always admired this
platform’s authentic factual
representation of everything
— nature, science, culture
and history.”

Hoping that the audi-
ence finds inspiration from
their stories, A R said, “It’s
a pleasure to be a part of this
series along with Ratan ji,
Deepika and the late
Kalpana.”

Deepika feels that the
platform embodies credi-
bility and iconicity. “I feel
humbled to be a part of the
series which allows me to
share a glimpse of my jour-
ney with people across the
world,” said she.

(The series premieres on
National Geographic from
September 20, every Sunday
at 7 pm. It will be available
on Disney+Hotstar.)
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They say it takes a village to raise a
child — under normal circum-
stances. And you can certainly

imagine what a pandemic, which is def-
initely not normal, would call for. Today’s
children are facing challenges that were
unheard of even a couple of decades ago.
More children are out of schools than
ever, confined in their homes. But on the
other hand, we are witnessing the tipping
point of online education with the explo-
sion of mobile and digital technology,
especially in a country like India, which
has skipped an entire generation of tech-
nology. We are nurturing a breed of inde-
pendent thinkers while we navigate the
blurring lines between work and life as
we know it.

Such unique times call for the com-
ing together of policymakers, educators
and caregivers to build a better tomorrow
for the world’s children. This is exactly
what ISEY, one of largest global summits
by KLAY in the ECCE (Early Childhood
Care & Education) space, aimed at
recently — addressing modern-day issues
of early childhood and charting future
courses of action. The summit, When The
World Unites For Children, saw author,
motivational speaker and consultant in
early childhood education, Dr Rebecca
Isbell, as one of the key speakers. We talk
to her to find out what we can do to spark
conversations for change. Excerpts:

�What according to you are the mod-
ern-day issues of early childhood? 

As knowledge about children and
development increase, there has been
more interest in the early years of their
learning. Many research and scientific
studies have identified that children are
capable learners with brain connections
being formed at an amazing rate during
these critical early years. Brain imaging
and observations have also led to under-
standing that ‘windows of opportunity’
exist during the early years, specifically
in language, thinking, social and emo-
tional and visual domains. Therefore, this
is the prime period for these important
competencies to be developed, which will
impact future learning.

The understanding of these critical
early years has led many countries to
recognise that learning begins early and
establishes the foundation for future
development. We need quality pro-
grammes for children that are designed
specifically for their special stage of
development. Research, studies and
experts have led us to conclude that learn-
ing and development in early childhood
is not the same as for older children or
adults. Children need their learning to be
active, to be focussed on their real world
and to include concrete materials that can
be explored, manipulated and filled with
play. An essential component of these
quality programmes is interactions with
adults, who understand their unique way
of learning and can guide experiences

that are meaningful. One of our chal-
lenges is helping parents and communi-
ty leaders understand that children are
not ‘small adults’ and the approaches we
have used with older ones are not appro-
priate for the younger lot. Their environ-
ment must encourage and support their
ways of learning.

�What can we, as influencers of change
in the education space, do to create a
better tomorrow for children?

As our world is changing at such a
rapid pace, it is essential that we nurture
young minds into creative thinkers and
problem solvers. In their lives, they will
be dealing with issues that we cannot even
imagine today. There will be no books or
experts who can give them the answers
to these new and difficult questions. They
will have to be problem solvers who can
identify possible ways to deal with the
issue, take action and adjust if their solu-
tions do not work. Creative thinkers and
problem solvers are developed and sup-
ported in the early years as they gain con-
fidence in their capabilities and learn to
use their thinking abilities in appropri-
ate learning environment.

�How do you think we can nurture
young minds into creative thinkers?

First, we must recognise and value
children’s creative potential. We will have
to engage in conversations about their
interest, listen to their questions and
then discover possibilities. We can
design rich environment that include
‘open-ended’ materials where they can
choose to follow their interest, do it in
a different way and make choices. We
can have conversations with them, lis-
ten to their ideas and discuss possibili-
ties building on their questions, inter-
est and responses. As adults who inter-
act with children, we need to develop
our own creativity so we model ourselves
as a thinker who knows how to solve
problems.

�As children learn to navigate through
the online and the offline world, the
paths leading to adulthood might be
taxing and confusing. What’s your take
on this?

One of the essential life skills for the
21st century is critical thinking or prob-
lem solving. In a world that is bombard-
ed with so much information and a vari-
ety of entertainment, both children and
adults must be able to determine what is
true and what is real. Developing the abil-
ity to think critically is important in mak-
ing sense of the world they live in and fil-

tering through the vast amounts of infor-
mation.
�The virtual world is usually looked at
in a bad light for children. However, if
we look at the current situation, tech-
nology has proven its worth. What do
you think about it?

The virtual world may be expanding
for children, especially during this 2020
pandemic. But it must be remembered
that they learn best through real experi-
ences, manipulation and exploration of
materials and having language interac-
tions with people. They need to play with
others, with ideas and with concrete
materials. While they do that, they learn
how to collaborate with others, shape the
happenings and get to know what works
the best for them. Technology is a part
of our world but it is not the way children
learn best.

�We are all aware of how social media
has controlled our lives in one way or
the other. What do you think of its
impact on children?

Social media is just one tool of com-
munication. There should be a balance in
the child’s world with conversations with
real people, writing on computers or
paper, stories told and retold, participat-
ing in collaboration with peers and
expressing their thoughts in a variety of
ways.

�Parents constantly face the dilemma
of giving in to their child’s demands ver-
sus what’s right for them. So, is it equal-
ly important to address parents’ con-
cerns over certain challenges that they
face while handling teenagers?

Being a parent of a teenager can be
difficult, but it is important to establish
some attitudes and patterns when your
child is young. Teach them about daily
chores like cleaning up, washing tables,
talking about characters in books, dis-
cussing their problems and feelings. You
don’t wait until they are 14 and then ask
them — ‘tell me about your feelings’. Start
the conversations, routines and expecta-
tions of behaviour when they are little.

�The new National Education Policy of
India provides a broad perspective to
early education. How do you think it
will impact the education system since
children won’t be confined to tradition-
al methods of teaching?

I have just completed reading the pol-
icy of India. I was pleased to find that the
policies identified in the Early Childhood
Section recognise the important ele-
ments that I believe will move India’s edu-

cational system into the 21st century. If
these policies are supported, Early
Childhood Education will be universal-
ly available to all children. This means
that all kids will have the opportunity to
benefit from participating in quality pro-
grammes that will be designed to
strengthen their abilities in a holistic
manner. It will include opportunities to
enhance language, literacy, science,
mathematics, social skills, collaboration
and problem solving while integrating
the arts and the cultural heritage of
India. The early childhood programmes,
as recommended, would include health
and nutrition elements that are essential
for developing the mind and body of
children. Research has shown that an
important component of a quality pro-
gramme for them is to include teachers
who are specifically trained in the edu-
cation and development of children. This
essential requirement is included in the
policy document and should be support-
ed.

The plan to support continuity from
preschool through primary school

would ensure that the gains reached in
the early years could be built on and
expanded in children’s later education.
This will enrich and expand the offer-
ings and choices that should be available
in the later levels and advanced school-
ing. These can have a positive impact on
children and help develop them to be
creative thinkers, communicators, col-
laborators and critical problem solvers,
ready for the demands of the 21st cen-
tury.

�Can you suggest a few ways or tech-
niques for a child’s creative growth?

Perhaps, here are some ways to sup-
port children’s creativity that I prepared for
the parents:

�Recognise that youngsters are capa-
ble learners when experiences, conversa-
tions and activities are matched with their
level of development and actively engaged
in shaping the process.

�Observe your child’s interest at the
moment and follow that curiosity support-
ing ideas, questions and finding books to
connect to this topic. Note their interest

may change frequently and that is com-
pletely fine.

�Read to your child every day. Set the
stage for the story with a few questions
before you start. Read with expressions,
voices and pause to respond to any ques-
tions during reading. After the reading is
completed, talk about the characters,
sequence and moral of the story. Always
provide time for them to evaluate the story
and share their feelings. Include in your
reading list some books that provide
examples of creative thinking or problem-
solving. 

�Play with your child. It is an impor-
tant way for children to learn about the
world and how it works. When playing, fol-
low their lead, take a minor role and allow
them to determine the direction of the play.
Through play, children learn they can influ-
ence their world, shape the happenings and
adjust as is needed. Gaining the ability to
influence the play helps them learn that
s/he has the ability to shape their world.

�Provide choices during the day so
your children can gain experience in
making decisions and deciding the best
option. Simple decisions about ‘what will
you wear today’ or ‘what book do you want
to read?’ help build their confidence in the
ability to decide things.

�Offer a variety of materials to use
when drawing, constructing, creating and
writing. Open-ended materials can be used
in many different ways and the way it will
be used is determined by the child.
Examples: cardboard boxes, coloured con-
struction paper, collection of markers, pipe
cleaners, glue, novel items (lids, tubes, bolts,
containers.)

�Participate in interactive conversa-
tions. These responsive languages are
wonderful ways to develop language and
vocabulary. Research shows that children
are developing language at an amazing rate,
but conversations need to be interactive,
impacting the exchange. Think of serving
and returning the ball in a tennis game. 

�Expose your kids to different expe-
riences and people. They learn quickly
from different people and new experiences.
Plan for the happening before it occurs.
Talk to them about what you are going to
do and include new words to explain. Help
them decide what questions they may want
to ask and things they want to know.
Reflect on the experience after it has
occurred.

�Remember to include the music, art,
drama and movement. Children enjoy
music and movement from infancy into
childhood. These experiences should be
appropriate for their developmental level.
For children, a short time that is joyful is
better than a very long session that is too
confining for a young developing body.  

�Encourage your child’s creative ideas.
When your child suggests a different idea
or a novel way of accomplishing a task, sup-
port these possibilities. Help him/her
learn that there are different ways of doing
things and it is OK to make mistakes.  

�Plan proper time for your child to be
with other kids. When playing with other
children, they learn to cooperate and col-
laborate. These are skills that take time to
develop, so understand sometimes there
will be conflict or disagreement and they
should be able to work it out if possible.
Part of developing social skills is learning
how to adjust and adapt to working with
others.
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Serena Williams already was
struggling to keep up in a
fast-paced US Open semi-

final when she stopped behind
the baseline after a third-set
point and leaned over. 

She held that pose for a bit,
then clutched at her lower left leg
and asked for a trainer.

While Williams took a med-
ical timeout for a tape job for
what she later said was an
Achilles issue — her latest bid for
a 24th Grand Slam singles title

seemingly slipping away — her
opponent, Victoria Azarenka, sat
in a sideline seat, eyes closed,
calm and composed as can be.

After a delay of about five
minutes at Arthur Ashe
Stadium, action resumed, and
while Williams raised the force
of her shots and volume of her
shouts, it was Azarenka who fin-
ished off a 1-6, 6-3, 6-3 victory
Thursday to return to a major
championship final for the first
time since 2013.

“It’s been seven years? That’s
my favorite number. I guess

that’s meant to be. I’m very grat-
geul for this oportunity,” said
Azarenka who won the
Australian Open in 2012 and
2013 and lost to Williams in the
US Open finals each of those
two years.

“On the road to the final,
you have to beat the best play-
ers and today was that day.”

The loss left Serena just
short of the record-tying No 24
yet again. 

She was beaten in the finals
of four of the preceding seven
Slams, including at Flushing

Meadows in 2018 and 2019. 
With her 39th birthday a lit-

tle more than two weeks away,
the question will become: How
many more chances
will Williams get? She
did confirm afterward
she’ll head to Paris;
the French Open starts
Sept 27.

In Saturday’s final,
Azarenka will face
Naomi Osaka in a meeting
between two-time major cham-
pions who have both been
ranked No 1 in the past and have

been by far the two best players
since tennis resumed last month
after a pandemic-forced hiatus. 

Azarenka won the
Australian Open in 2012 and
2013 and lost to Williams in the
US Open finals those two years. 

She’s finally back in a title
match at a major. 

“How is it different? I mean,
mentally, I’m in such a different
place. I think seven years ago,
after I won the Australian Open
and stuff, and playing kind of
consistently with good results, it
was kind of I wouldn’t say
expected but kind of expected
for me to be in the final. I don’t
think that was the case this year,”

said Azarenka, a 31-
year-old from Belarus
who is ranked 27th.

“But it feels more
fun this year, more ful-
filling, more pleasant
for me,” she said. “It
feels nice. Nicer.”

This was Williams’ fourth
consecutive three-setter in New
York and although she was far
better at the outset on Thursday,

racing to a 4-0 lead inside of 15
minutes, Azarenka eventually
did get going.

Evidence of Azarenka’s bril-
liance: She compiled 12 winners
and merely one unforced error
in the second set, then contin-
ued her baseline mastery in the
third, especially with her back-
hand.

That carried her to her first
win against Williams in 11
career Grand Slam matchups
between the pair.

After going a full calendar
year without a single tour-level
victory, Azarenka has won 11
matches in a row. Osaka’s streak
is at 10. 

Two weeks ago, Azarenka
and Osaka were supposed to
play in the final of the Western
& Southern Open — a hard-
court event moved from Ohio to
New York this year as part of a
two-tournament “controlled
environment” with the US Open
amid the pandemic — but
Osaka withdrew because of an
injured left hamstring.

“Going to be super fun,” said
Azarenka, who sat in her
assigned suite in Ashe to watch
some of Osaka vs Brady. “She
plays incredible.”
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New York: Mate Pavic of
Croatia and Brazilian veteran
Bruno Soares won the US
Open men’s doubles final in
straight sets on Thursday.

The unseeded pair defeat-
ed eighth seeds Croatian
Nikola Mektic and the
Netherlands’ Wesley Koolhof
7-5, 6-3, in 1 hr 31 min inside
Arthur Ashe Stadium.

It marked a third Grand
Slam men’s doubles title for the
38-year-old Soares and a sec-
ond at Flushing Meadows
after his victory with Britain’s
Jamie Murray in 2016.

For the 27-year-old Pavic,
it is a second Grand Slam
men’s doubles title after victo-
ry at the Australian Open in
2018. AFP
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It wasn’t until Naomi Osaka
got a little help from a fortu-

nate net-cord and an incorrect
line call that she finally was able
to get the better of Jennifer
Brady in a US Open semifinal
filled with fast serves and strong
forehands.

And now Osaka, still just
22, is one victory away from a
third Grand Slam title.

Osaka finally surged ahead
midway through the last set
with the only service break she
would get on Thursday night —
and only she would need — to
beat Brady 7-6 (1), 3-6, 6-3,
returning to the final at Flushing
Meadows two years after win-
ning the championship.

“It means
a lot for me. I
kind of con-
sider New
York my sec-
ond home,” said
Osaka, who was
born in Japan and
moved to the United
States as a child. “I kind
of love the atmos-
phere, even though
there’s no people
here. I feel like
this court kind of
suits me well.”

Suited both
players just fine
for most of the
h i g h - q u a l i t y
semifinal. Osaka
served at up to 120

mph; Brady reached 117 mph.
And they pounded the ball
once it was in play, too, partic-

ularly off the forehand
side.

“I just felt like I was
sticking it out. It felt like

we were trading serves,”
Osaka said. “I tried to

adjust a little bit on her
serve in the third set

so maybe
t h a t
helped.”

T h e y
combined for
70 winners —

35 apiece — to
just 42

unforced errors,
each as good as the

other, and it took a bit

of luck to swing things after 1
hour, 45 minutes.

That’s when, at 2-1 in the
third set, Osaka earned her
first break point with a back-
hand that clipped the net tape
and trickled over. She was able
to convert the chance when she
hit a deep return of a 110 mph
serve, and Brady’s backhand in
response was called long —
although a television replay
showed it actually caught a
piece of the back of the baseline.

Brady did not challenge
the ruling.

Ashe is one of only two
courts at the US Open using line
judges this year; to reduce the
number of people on site, the
tournament used electronic
line-calling in the other arenas.
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New Delhi: Former Kiwi all-rounder
Scott Styris feels Ambati Rayudu is the
ideal candidate to bat at number three for
Chennai Super Kings after Suresh Raina’s
pullout from the upcoming IPL.

“Personally, I’d put Rayudu in there
to take that spot,” Styris said on Star Sports
show Cricket Connected.

Styris acknowledged that Raina’s
absence has left a huge void in the CSK
middle-order and that it is not going to
be easy to find a substitute for the sea-
soned left-handed batsman who last
month retired from international crick-
et. “...A player of that class, a player who
has been so good for so long. To sudden-
ly finds those runs, even in the field and
the odd over as well with the ball, is going
to be a big task.

“I know that the CSK squad is deep,
they’ve got a lot of options at the top, but
I also believe that as much as the pressure
is now on to find that No 3, it’s just prob-
ably the most challenging time that I can
look for anyway for CSK. PTI
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South African Sports Confederation
and Olympic Committee (SASCOC)

has asked Cricket South Africa’s board to
step aside as it investigates “many instances
of maladministration and malpractice” in
the crisis-ridden organisation.

SASCOC’s action, which means that
there is no one to run daily affairs of CSA,
is another setback to the board which is in
the middle of administrative chaos and fac-
ing allegations of corruption and racial dis-
crimination.

ESPNcricinfo reported that SASCOC
took the decision unanimously at a board
meeting on Tuesday alleging “many
instances of maladministration and mal-
practice at CSA which “has brought crick-
et into disrepute”.

CSA also faces action from the
International Cricket Council as SASCOC’s
action could also be seen as Government
interference.

In a statement, CSA objected to
SASCOC’s decision to suspend the board.

“CSA, including its Members’ Council,
does not agree with the resolution taken
by SASCOC and has not had the oppor-
tunity to engage with SASCOC on various
issues raised in the communication.

“In addition, CSA is taking legal
advice regarding the basis on which SAS-
COC has sought to intervene in the busi-
ness affairs of CSA. CSA does, however,
commit to engaging further with SASCOC
to understand its position and to find com-
mon ground with it in the best interests of
cricket,” said CSA. 
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Kuldeep Yadav’s under-
whelming show let Kolkata

Knight Riders down in last
year’s IPL, but the team’s chief
mentor David Hussey believes
that the Indian left-arm wrist
spinner is at the “top of his
game” this season and will be a
consistent performer.

The Chinaman bowler got
just four wickets from nine
matches in 2019 and was
dropped from KKR after log-
ging an average of 71.50 and an
economy rate of 8.66.

In an interview to PTI,
Hussey said Kuldeep would not
have any confidence issues
going into the 13th edition of
the league.

“I personally believe after
the last eight-nine days of train-
ing camp, he’s at the top of his
game. He’s fielding well, he is

running well, he’s covering the
ground very well. And his bowl-
ing has a nice rhythm, and

with lots of revolutions on the
ball,” the 43-year-old Australian
said.

Skipper Dinesh Karthik had
said Kuldeep was dropped for
his poor form as the team want-
ed to give him a “break and get
him back fresh”.

“Kuldeep is a very confident
player. He knows what he can
and can’t do with the ball, he
spins the ball both ways. He
reads the game exceptionally
well,” Hussey continued. “I don’t
think he will have any confi-
dence issues throughout the
tournament and I do say that
without putting too much pres-
sure on him. I think he would
be a very good consistent per-
former for the Kolkata Knight
Riders.”

Kolkata Knight Riders boast
of a fiery pace attack led by
world number one Pat
Cummins. The spin depart-

ment is, however, considered
their weak link in the slow
conditions of UAE. But Hussey,

who joined this season, backed
the spinners to be led by none
other than Sunil Narine.
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Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp
branded the decision to not

extend the use of five substitutes in
the Premier League as a lack of
common sense as he voiced his
concerns for player welfare in a
congested season.

The Reds begin the defence of
their Premier League title at home
to Leeds on Saturday in a
campaign that is starting a
month later than normal due
to the three-month halt to last
season caused by the coron-
avirus pandemic.

Both domestic cup com-
petitions in England have
been retained, while Liverpool are
among the clubs who will face six
Champions League group games
in seven weeks between late
October and early December.

Despite the fixture pile
up, the Premier League
has not followed the
example of other major
European leagues in
extending a temporary
rule after the resump-
tion of last season that
allowed matchday
squads to increase from
18 to 20 and managers to
make five substitutions
instead of three.

“We press a normal
season into a shorter peri-
od which will be a proper
challenge, especially with

the wonderful rule we set up with
18 (players) and three (substi-
tutes),” Klopp said on Friday.

“It’s only about player welfare,
nothing else, but I don’t know why
we have to discuss it at all and not

everybody says yes of course,
like the whole world is doing,
at least the whole of Europe!”

Two votes on the rule
found a majority of Premier
League clubs were against the
rule being extended with
those nearer the bottom of

the table fearing it gave the big-
ger clubs with better squads an
even greater advantage.

“I thought from a com-
mon sense point of view

that for this year, only this
year not forever, that we
would have 20 and five,”
added Klopp. “What I
really don’t like is that
we deal with this
thing based on the
wrong facts.

“It is not about
having advantages, it
is about player wel-

fare and about having
the highest quality in
the games for all teams.
I was really surprised
when I heard the

league decided against it.”
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Glenn Maxwell and Mitchell
March put on a 126-run

partnership to lead Australia out
of trouble against England to
294-9 in the first ODI at Old
Trafford on Friday.

England is back to near full
strength with nine of the side
that won the World Cup final
last year, and won’t be fazed at
chasing a score under 300. But
295 would be a record total to
chase down on this ground.

Australia was wobbling at
123-5 in the 24th over when
Maxwell, whose last ODI was
the World Cup semifinals loss
to England 14 months ago,
joined Marsh in the middle.

They gradually turned the
pressure back on the bowlers.
Marsh played an important
anchor role while Maxwell
opened up, hitting spinner Adil
Rashid twice over the fence. The
next ball after his second six
earned Maxwell his 20th fifty.

Maxwell hit Archer for
consecutive sixes in the 44th but
chopped the next ball on and
was out for 77 off 59 balls.

Following his first fifty in 2
1/2 years, Marsh departed in the
47th, lbw to Wood on 73 off 100
balls, including six boundaries.

Chris Woakes bagged
Zampa in the last over but con-
ceded a last-ball six to Mitchell
Starc, who finished 19 not out.

England won the toss and
had the upper hand for the first

half of the innings.
Archer knocked over David

Warner’s off stump in the fourth
over, and Wood’s first ball was
edged behind by captain Finch.

Marcus Stoinis batted at No
3 in place of Steve Smith, who
was rested after being hit in the
head in the nets on Thursday,
and smacked Wood around
for three boundaries in one over.

But Wood got Stoinis, who
attempted a drive but edged
behind after making 43 off 34
balls. Rashid removed Marnus
Labuschagne (21) and Alex
Carey (10) and Australia, sent
into bat, was 123-5.

But Maxwell and Marsh

eased the visitors’ worries.
Archer and Wood, playing

their first ODIs since the World
Cup, took three wickets each.

HOLDING CRITICISES
Fast-bowling great Michael

Holding has criticised the
England and Australian team-
for not taking a knee in support
of the Black Lives Movement
during their ongoing limited-
overs series.

“Now that the West Indies
team has gone home, that does-
n’t mean that you still should-
n’t be respecting the message
and what it stands for,” Holding
told Sky Sports.
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Abu Dhabi: Star recruits Eoin
Morgan and Pat Cummins will
be available for Kolkata Knight
Riders’ IPL opener on
September 23 after authorities in
Abu Dhabi have agreed to short-
en the quarantine period from
14 to six days, according to fran-
chise CEO Venky Mysore.

Mysore said negotiations
were still on with the Abu
Dhabi authorities to further
shorten the quarantine period.

“While they are still nego-
tiating with the authorities, we
are reconciled to the fact that we
may have to quarantine our

three players,” Mysore was quot-
ed as saying by ESPNcricinfo.

“They arrive on September
17, but our first game is on
September 23, by which time
they would’ve finished their
(six-day) quarantine. So it’s
worked out well, and it’s good
for the tournament.”

There are three players –
Morgan, his England team-
mate Tom Banton and
Australian pacer Cummins —
who will be joining KKR’s
squad in the UAE capital a day
after the third and final ODI on
September 16. PTI
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