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As part of their strategy to
keep the heat on the

Government over the farm
sector Bills, Opposition parties
on Wednesday requested
President Ram Nath Kovind
not to give his assent to the
contentious legislations and
conveyed to him that their
passage in the Rajya Sabha was
“unconstitutional”.

The Opposition leaders
represented by Congress leader
Ghulam Nabi Azad met the
President to submit a memo-
randum on behalf of MPs who
boycotted the last three days of
the Monsoon Session.

The Government should
have consulted all parties,
farmer leaders before bringing
the farm Bills, Azad said after
meeting the President. The
Bills are now pending for the
President’s approval.

It was earlier decided that
leaders of five Opposition par-
ties — Congress, TMC,
Samajwadi Party, TRS and
DMK — will meet the
President to raise the issue but
due to Covid-19 safety proto-
cols the parties decided to sub-
mit the memorandum through
Azad.

“The Constitution was
undermined ...We have given a
representation to the President
that the farm Bills have been
passed unconstitutionally and
he should return these Bills,”
Azad said briefing the media.

Continued on Page 2
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Without the participation
of Opposition members,

the Rajya Sabha on Wednesday
passed three crucial labour
sector Bills which will influence
lives and livelihood of millions
of “blue collar “workers.

The new legislations will,
among other things, allow a
corporate to hire and fire “blue
collared” workers at will.

The protesting MPs had
written to Chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu that the con-
tentious Bills should not be
passed “unilaterally. It will be a

blot on democracy.” The labour
Bills form part of the labour
reforms move.

The Occupational Safety,
Health and Working
Conditions Code, 2020, the
Industrial Relations Code 2020
and the Code on Social
Security, 2020 were earlier
passed by the Lok Sabha on
Tuesday. These Bills will now
be sent for President Ram
Nath Kovind’s assent and then
they will become law.

Introducing the Bills in
the Upper House, Labour
Minister Santosh Gangwar said
they will provide a “safe envi-

ronment” for workers. “Social
security benefits have also been
added. This will be in sync with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s resolve for a universal
social security,” he added.

“The Congress and like-
minded parties held a march
from the Gandhi statue to the
Ambedkar statue on the
Parliament premises protesting
the “anti-farmers, anti-workers
Bills that have been rubber-
stamped in Parliament in the
most undemocratic manner
by the Modi Government,”
tweeted Jairam Ramesh.

Continued on Page 2
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Widening the scope of its
ongoing investigations

into the Sushant Singh Rajput
death-related drug case, the
Narcotic Control Bureau
(NCB) on Wednesday  sum-
moned Bollywood actresses
Deepika Padukone, Sara Ali
Khan, Shraddha Kapoor and
Rakul Preeet Singh and fashion
designer Simone Khambatta.

On a day when its officials
questioned the late actor’s tal-
ent manager Jaya Saha for the
third consecutive day and also
Udta Punjab and Ghajini pro-
ducer Madhu Mantena Varma,
the NCB issued summons to
five Bollywood personalities in
connection with the probe in
the Sushant death-related drug
probe and the larger
Bollywood-drug mafia nexus.   

NCBs Deputy Director
(Operations) KPS Malhotra
confirmed that his organisation
had sent out summons to
Deepika, Sara, Shraddha and
Rakul. Official sources said
that the NCB had also called
Simone, Deepika’s manager
Karishma Prakash and
Sushant’s former Manager and
Shruti Modi for questioning.

In what is being seen as an
apparent deviation from the
very objective behind the
Sushant’s death-related drug
case, the NCB appeared to be
going whole hog against the
Bollywood-drug mafia nexus.

As per the information
that trickled out of its office, the
NCB has summoned Simone,

Rakul, Shruti Modi on
September 24, while Deepika
and her manager Karishma
had been called for questioning
on September 25. Sara and
Shradhha have been sum-
moned for questioning on
September 26.

Deepika’s questioning by
the NCB, which has aroused
considerable interest among
the people across the country,
should be seen in the context
of the information that sur-
faced during the questioning of
actress-accused Rhea
Chakraborty in the drug case.  

Karishma works with Jaya
Saha, with whom Rhea
Chakraborty had chatted about
CBD oil, as a manager in Kwan
talent management agency.
During the questioning, the
NCB had reportedly quizzed
Jaya if she had any knowledge
about Karishma procuring
drugs for Deepika Padukone.

The NCB had retrieved
Deepika’s WhatsApp chats with
Karishma in which the two

were seen discussing drugs.
Earlier, Jaya’s chats with Rhea
Chakraborty about CBD oil
were also retrieved by NCB.

After being summoned for
questioning, Karishma did not
turn up at the NCB office on
Tuesday for questioning, saying
that she needed some more
time, while her talent manage-
ment agency’s CEO Dhruv
Chitgopekar offered to coop-
erate with the agency in the
investigations.

According to sources, the
NCB investigations have
thrown up a WhatsApp chat of
2017 between D (Deepika
Padukone) and K (Karishma).
In the chat, Deepika reported-
ly asks Karishna: “You have
Maal?, Karishma responds say-
ing: “Yes, but at home. I am at
Bandra. Later Krishma tells
Deepika that one Amit is bring-
ing it to a high-end restaurant
“koko” at Lower Parel. Deepika
seeks to confirm if it is hash not
weed.

Continued on Page 2 
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Saudi Arabia on Wednesday
suspended all flights travel

to and from India in the wake
of the increasing number of
Covid-19 cases.

In a circular issued, Saudi
Arabia’s General Authority of
Civil Aviation (GACA) said it
was “suspending travel to and
from the following countries
(India, Brazil and Argentina)
including any person who has
been in any of the mentioned
countries above in the last 14
days prior to their arrival to the
Kingdom”.

India and Brazil are among
the worst affected countries due
to coronavirus pandemic. India
stood at second place, followed
by Brazil in the case of coron-
avirus cases.

However, passengers who
have official Government invi-
tations have been excluded
from this suspension. The
GACA circular — titled
“Suspension of travel to coun-

tries where the Covid-19 virus
has outbreak” was marked to all
the airlines and chartered flight
companies operating at the
Saudi Arabia’s airports. In
March this year, Saudi Arabia
had suspended all flights from
and to India due to spread in
coronavirus cases.

Saudi Arabia and the UAE
host a significant Indian
migrant population. Five days
back, Air India Express had
said the Dubai Civil Aviation
Authority (DCAA) suspended
its flights for 24 hours for
bringing two passengers with
Covid-positive certificates on
August 28 and September 4.

Hong Kong also banned
Air India flights from Sunday
till October 3 after a few pas-
sengers on its flight on Friday
tested positive for Covid-19
post arrival

According to rules of the
UAE Government, every pas-
senger travelling from India is
required to bring an original
Covid-negative certificate.
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As expected for the last sev-
eral weeks, Bihar Director

General of Police (DGP)
Gupteshwar Pandey has final-
ly taken voluntary retirement
from service and is all set to
plunge into politics.

There are speculation that
Pandey will join the Janata
Dal(U) and contest either the
Assembly elections or Lok
Sabha bypoll from
Valmikinagar in north Bihar.

Pandey’s request seeking
voluntary retirement was
approved by Governor Phagu
Chauhan, a notification issued
by the State Home Department

said.
Speaking to mediapersons

on Wednesday, Pandey said, “I
have not joined any political
party as of now. If I do, I will
tell you about it. As far as social
work is concerned, I can do it
without entering politics as
well.”

He added, “I have worked
for 34 years with honesty and
without bias, and now people
are questioning me. I want to
tell them that I was devoted to
my duty.”

The Shiv Sena has
slammed Pandey for “running
a political agenda” over the
Sushant Singh Rajput case.

Continued on Page 2
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The Election Commission
(EC) on Wednesday clari-

fied that it has not given any
direction to the Central Board
of Direct Taxes (CBDT) to
issue a notice to the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) chief
Sharad Pawar over his poll
affidavits. 

The EC’s statement came a
day after Pawar said the Income
Tax department has served
him a notice in connection
with his poll affidavits submit-
ted to the poll panel.

“... It is stated that Election
Commission of India has not
issued any such direction to
CBDT to issue notice to Pawar,”
the EC said in its statement.

While expressing solidari-
ty with eight Rajya Sabha mem-
bers suspended over chaos
during a vote on controversial
farm Bills, Pawar, 79, accused
the Centre of pursuing an
agenda against political oppo-
nents as he referred to tax
notices. 

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: Doctors and environment experts believe
that extreme levels of air pollution in the national cap-
ital during winter is likely to aggravate the COVID-19
situation in the city and pose a serious challenge to the
government. Every winter, Delhi’s air quality dips to a
dangerous low due to many reasons, including the city’s
geographic location, unfavourable weather, stubble burn-
ing and local sources of pollution.
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���New Delhi: Delhi’s Deputy Chief

Minister Manish Sisodia was hospi-
talised on Wednesday due to coron-
avirus infection, sources said. The 48-
year-old Aam Aadmi Party leader was
admitted to the state-run LNJP Hospital
here at around 4 PM following com-
plaints of low oxygen levels and fever.
He has been kept under observation,
they said.
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The Centre informed the
Supreme Court on

Wednesday that it has prima
facie found violation of the pro-
gramme code by Sudarshan
TV’s Bindas Bol show and has
issued a notice to the channel.

The SC said the steps taken
by the Government in pur-
suance to the show cause notice
against the channel will be
subject to the orders of the
court. Since the notice  has
been issued on Wednesday,
the hearing is deferred to
October 5, the court said.

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed a

Delhi Legislative Assembly
panel not to take coercive
action against Facebook India
VP and MD Ajit Mohan till
October 15 in connection with
a summon asking him to
depose before it with regard to
North-East Delhi riots.

Delhi Assembly’s peace
and harmony committee had
issued a notice to Facebook
India vice president and man-
aging director in connection
with complaints accusing the
social media giant of deliber-
ately not taking action to curb
hateful content on its plat-
form. 
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New Delhi: Minister of State
for Railways and Karnataka BJP
MP Suresh Angadi passed away
on Wednesday, days after he
tested positive for Covid-19.

The 65-year-old passed
away around 8 pm at the
AIIMS trauma centre which
has been converted into a ded-
icated Covid-19 facility, sources
at the hospital said.

A fourth-term MP from
Belagavi, Angadi is the first
Union Minister to have died of
coronavirus. At least six MLAs
and three MPs have earlier suc-
cumbed to it. 

Angadi had on September
11 himself announced on
microblogging site Twitter that
he had contracted the disease. 

The MP from Belagavi had
requested all those who came
in close contact with him over
the last few days to monitor
their health and get tested in
case of any symptoms.

Continued on Page 2
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The much-awaited report of
the Comptroller and

Auditor General of India into
the �60,000 crore Rafale fight-
er jet deal has said the French
manufacturer Dassault and
MBDA  are  yet to honour their
commitment about offset
clause to the Defence Research
and Development Organisation
(DRDO).

The offset clause stipulates
the foreign vendor has to
plough back 30 per cent of the
contract price into the Indian
defence and aerospace indus-
try. In the Rafale deal, the
limit was raised to 50 per cent
to enable the Indian industry to
tie up with world class foreign
companies and gain first world
technology. 

The Government watch-
dog said on Wednesday it stud-
ied 17 deals inked in the last
one decade to analyse the effi-
cacy of the offsets clause intro-
duced in 2005.  It said the
Defence Ministry has to over-
haul the policy as the offset pol-
icy has not yielded the desired
results.

Congress leader Rahul

Gandhi has repeatedly alleged
that the Government favoured
a private Indian company for
granting the offsets in the
Rafale deal.  The main
Opposition party also claimed
that company was given the
offsets contract worth over
�30,000 crore.

The CAG report said in
many cases it was found that
the foreign vendors made var-
ious offset commitments to

qualify for the main supply
contract but later were not
earnest about fulfilling these
commitments.

“For instance in the offset
contract relating to 36 Medium
Multi Role Combat Aircraft
(MMRCA), the vendors M/s
Dassault Aviation and M/s
MBDA initially proposed
(September 2015) to discharge
30 per cent of their offset
obligation by offering high

technology to the DRDO. The
DRDO wanted to obtain tech-
nical assistance for the indige-
nous development of engine
(Kaveri) for the light combat
aircraft. Till date the vendor has
not confirmed the transfer of
this technology,” the CAG then
noted.

Giving background of the
offset policy adopted in 2005,
the CAG said it was applicable
for all capital purchases above

�300 crore.  The foreign ven-
dor was required to invest at
least 30 per cent of the value of
the purchase, in India. This
investment could be made
avenues like foreign direct
investment, offering of free
transfer of technology to Indian
firms, purchase of eligible
products manufactured by
Indian firms (exports).  For the
discharge of these offsets the
foreign vendor had to select an
Indian firm as a partner
(Indian Offsets Partner or
IOPs).

From 2005 till March 2018,
46 offset contracts had been
signed with foreign vendors,
valuing �66,427 crore. Under
these contracts, by December
2018, �19,223 crore worth of
offsets should have been dis-
charged by the vendors.

However, the offsets
claimed to have been dis-
charged by them was only
�11,396 crore, which was only
59 per cent of the commitment.
Further, only 48 per cent
(�5,457 crore) of these offset
claims submitted by the ven-
dors were accepted by the 
ministry. 

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: Fake news and
"street rumours" were picked up
by a section of politicians,
activists and media to paint the
2008 Batla House encounter of
IM terrorists as staged, retired
IPS officer and the then chief of
the Delhi Police special cell
Karnal Singh has said.

The 1984-batch officer of
the Union Territories cadre has
come out with a book — Batla

House: An Encounter that
Shook the Nation — on the
police operation on September
19, 2008 at house number L-18
in the Batla House locality of
Jamia Nagar in south Delhi.

The book has been pub-
lished by Rupa Publications.

The officer was spearhead-
ing a probe into the 2008 Delhi
blasts as the head or joint com-
missioner of police of the elite

special cell that was raised
specifically to undertake coun-
terterrorist operations. 

Leads from the blast probe
led the special cell to Batla
House where Indian
Mujahideen terrorists were
holed-up.

A gunbattle broke between
the policemen, who went for a
reconnaissance, and the ter-
rorists in which special cell

Inspector Mohan Chand
Sharma lost his life, while two
terrorists were eliminated.

Singh, who retired in 2018
as the Director of the
Enforcement Directorate, spoke
to PTI on the operation, seen as
one of the most politicised
police encounters of the coun-
try. "There was a per-
ception built around the Batla
House encounter by dissemi-

nating fake news,” Singh said.
“Many politicians, activists and
media houses picked up street
rumours without any fact-
checking." 

"For example, some alleged
that Inspector Mohan Chand
Sharma died due to three bul-
lets fired at his back by his
teammates and they also alleged
that the terrorist did not fire at
all. The post-mortem report

clearly stated that Mohan had
got two bullet injuries from
front and not back," he said. 

Doctors at the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
conducted the post-mortem of
the two terrorists also and col-
lected their hand wash and sent
it to the forensic science labo-
ratory for dermal nitrate test to
conclude if they had fired or
not, Singh said. 

"The test for the terrorists
came out to be positive indi-
cating clearly that both the ter-
rorists had fired on the police
team," he said. 

"Fake news circulation did
create an obstacle but only for
a short while. All the facts, evi-
dences and investigations
proved the authenticity of the
encounter."

"This case has been through

multiple scrutiny from diverse
and independent agencies and
the truth has stood strong
through the test of time,
patience and adverse percep-
tions. Our turning point was
when a few people who had
earlier believed in fake news
were open to factual accounts,"
the officer said, replying to a
question on the upheavals they
faced after the encounter. PTI
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From Page 1
“I got notice from the

Income Tax Department in
reference to the affidavit I sub-
mitted in 2020 and 2014 and
2009-10. They are asking for
some information and clarifi-
cation and similarly they have
asked this to Supriya (Sule) also
for the last three elections,” he
said.

From Page 1
The memorandum has also

informed the President ques-
tioning the conduct of Rajya
Sabha Deputy Chairman
Harivansh accusing him of
favouring the Government and
allowing the passage of the con-
troversial Bills without follow-
ing the due process. Harivansh,
on his part, has already written
to the President about the
“unruly” behaviour of eight
Parliamentarians in the Upper
House.

The Farmer’s Produce
Trade and Commerce
(Promotion and Facilitation)
Bill, 2020, the Farmers

(Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement of Price
Assurance and Farm Services
Bill, 2020 and the Essential
Commodities (Amendment)
Bill, 2020, have been passed by
both Houses and await presi-
dential assent.

The Opposition has
launched a staunch protest
against passage of two agricul-
tural Bills - the Farmers
(Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement on
Price Assurance and Farm
Services Bill, 2020 and the
Farming Produce Trade and
Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Bill, 2020 - by
voice vote in Parliament on
Sunday.

From Page 1
The Government claims

that Bills will bring in reforms
to ensure easier compliance
with labour standards world-
wide. This, in turn, will help
bring in foreign investment.
Sixteen States have already
increased the threshold for
closure, lay off and retrench-
ment in firms with up to 300
workers without Government
permission, the Minister said.

The Opposition and labour
unions fear the Bills make it
easier to lay off workers and put
restrictions on their right to
protest. The Industrial
Relations Code Bill allows
companies with up to 300
workers to lay off people with-
out the State Government’s
approval. So far, only compa-
nies employing up to 100 peo-
ple were allowed to do this.

Under the same law, no
industrial worker is allowed to
go on strike without a 60-day
notice. So far such rules were
applicable on only those
involved in public utility ser-
vices like water, electricity, nat-
ural gas, telephone and other
essential services. Workers in
essential services are required
to give a six-week notice before
any strike.

The Code on Social
Security Bill extends social
security funds only to workers
for app-based firms. But labour
unions claim more is needed as
these workers continue to
remain in a legal grey zone.
They are often treated as inde-

pendent partners who are not
covered under most labour
regulations.

The Bill on health and
occupational safety helps only
those working in factories,
mines and docks and are not
universal in nature, contend the
labour unions, which have
joined hands with the farmers
in their protest against the
farm sector Bills that were
passed on Sunday.

Gangwar also said there
would a social security fund to
cover around 40 crore unor-
ganised sector workers. Over
29 labour laws have been
merged into four codes and one
(Code on Wages Bill, 2019) of
them has already been passed,
according to the Minister.

Meanwhile, the Rajya
Sabha on Wednesday returned
the Appropriation (No 3) Bill,
2020 and the Appropriation
(No 4) Bill, 2020, authorising
payment of certain sums from
the Consolidated Fund of India
for the current financial year.

From Page 1
“The party which makes

him a candidate will not be
trusted by the people. The agen-
da behind his ‘rajkiya taandav’
over Maharashtra is clear now.
He was running a political agen-
da with his statements over
Mumbai case and he is going to
receive his reward,” Raut told
ANI. Congress spokesperson
Ragini Nayak tweeted that
Pandey’s purported political
ambitions were similar to that of
former Chief Justice of India
Ranjan Gogoi who was nomi-
nated to the Rajya Sabha soon
after his retirement.  Pandey has
recently been in the headlines for
his stout defence of the Nitish
Kumar administration when it
was under attack from the Shiv
Sena-led Government in
Maharashtra over Bihar Police’s
probe into the death of Rajput.

With the intention of con-
testing the Lok Sabha polls,
Pandey opted for voluntary
retirement in  2009 also.
However, he didn’t get the BJP
ticket at the eleventh hour
from Buxar. Later, Pandey
requested the Bihar
Government to allow him to
withdraw his resignation.

From Page 1
The rest were largely reject-

ed as they were not compliant
to the contractual conditions
and the Defence Procurement
Procedure.

The remaining offset com-
mitments of about �55,000
crore (�66,427 crore - �11,396
crore) would be due to be
completed by 2024 i.e. within
next six years. 

The rate at which the for-
eign vendors have been fulfill-

ing their offset commitments
was about Rs 1,300 crore per
year. Given this situation, ful-
filling the commitment of Rs
55,000 crore by the vendors in
the next six years remains a
major challenge.

The CAG test checked
claims valuing Rs 2,710.98
crore submitted by vendors
relating to 17 contracts in
detail. It was found that only
claims valuing Rs 409.83 crore
were passed by the Ministry
(i.e. only 15 per cent) and the
remaining claims were reject-

ed due to various deficiencies.
Despite the fact that the

vendors failed to keep up their
offset commitments, there was
no effective means of penalis-
ing them. Non fulfillment of
offset obligations by the vendor
especially when the contract
period of the main procure-
ment is over, is a direct bene-
fit to the vendor, the CAG
observed.  The audit also found
that there was not a single case
where the foreign vendor had
transferred high technology to
the Indian industry.

From Page 1
“Shri Suresh Angadi was an

exceptional Karyakarta, who
worked hard to make the Party
strong in Karnataka. He was a
dedicated MP and effective
Minister, admired across the
spectrum. His demise is sad-

dening. My thoughts are with his
family and friends in this sad
hour. Om Shanti,” Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said on
Twitter.  "Extremely saddened by
the passing away of Central
Minister Shri Suresh Angadi Ji.
He was a remarkable leader
who dedicated all his life for
organisation and went on to

serve society with utmost dili-
gence and compassion. My
thoughts and Prayers are with his
family and followers," BJP pres-
ident J P Nadda tweeted.

Railway Minister Piyush
Goyal said on the micro-blog-
ging website, "Deeply anguished
at the unfortunate demise of
Suresh Angadi ji. He was like my

brother. Words fall short to
describe his commitment &
dedication towards the people.
My thoughts and prayers are
with his family and friends in this
hour of need. Om Shanti". HD
Deve Gowda expressed his sad-
ness over the demise and tweet-
ed that Angadi was like a
“younger brother”.

From Page 1
A bench of Justices DY

Chandrachud, Indu Malhotra
and KM Joseph was informed by
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta
that Sudarshan TV has to give
reply to the show cause notice by
September 28, failing which an
ex parte decision will be taken.

“During the course of the
hearing today, Tushar Mehta,
Solicitor General of India stat-
ed that the Central Government
has, in exercise of the power
conferred upon it by sub-section
(3) of Section 20 of the Cable
Television Networks
(Regulation) Act 1995, issued a
notice to show cause dated
September 23, to ‘Sudarshan
News’,” the bench said in its
order.

It said that since the notice
is stated to be ‘returnable’ on
September 28, Mehta has
requested the Court to defer the
hearing in the present case so as
to enable the central government
to take a considered view of the
matter.

It added: “The notice shall
be dealt with in accordance
with law and the Central
Government shall submit a
report to this Court indicating
the outcome of the notice.

“Since the notice has been

issued during the pendency of
these proceedings, further steps
in pursuance of the notice to
show cause shall be subject to
the result of the present pro-
ceedings and to such orders as
may be passed by this Court.”

The top court also said that
its interim order of September
15, 2020 (injuncting the telecast
of remaining episodes of the
programme) shall continue to
remain in operation pending
further orders.
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From Page 1
Meanwhile, Deepika, who

is currently shooting for
Shakun Batra’s upcoming film
in Goa, is expected to leave Goa
for Mumbai on Thursday
morning.

In a related development,
the Bombay High Court post-
poned by a day the hearing  on
the bail pleas of Rhea
Chakraborty and her brother
Showik, owing to heavy rains
in the metropolis.

Rhea, whose bail plea is
coming up for hearing before
the Bombay High Court on
Wednesday, has contended that
she was innocent and falsely
implicated in the Sushant
death-related drug case.
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Maharashtra on
Wednesday witnessed a

spike in both Covid-19 trig-
gered fatalities and infections,
as 479 more people suc-
cumbed to the pandemic and
21,079 others tested positive
for Coronavirus in various
parts of the state.

With an alarming 479
deaths – lower than the high-

est tally of 515 deaths wit-
nessed on September 15, the
total number of deaths rose
from 33,407 to 33,886.

Similarly, with 21,079
fresh cases, the total number
of infections increased from
12,42,770 to 12,63,799.

Of the total 479 deaths
reported on Wednesday,
Kolhapur accounted for a
maximum of 63 deaths, fol-
lowed 61 deaths in Pune, 58 in

Nagpur, 49 in Mumbai, 39 in
Thane, 36 in Sangli, 30 in
Raigad, 28 in Satara, 16 in
Ahmednagar, 14 in Solapur
and 13 each in Nashik and
Parbhani

In the lower range, there
were 8 fatalities in Nanded, 7
each in Palghar, Osmanabad,
Amravati and Wardha, 5 in
Jalgaon, 4 in Gondia, 2 each in
Ratnagiri, Aurangabad, Latur,
Beed and Bhandara and one

death each in Dhule, Jalna,
Chandrapur and Gadchiroli

With 49 deaths,  the
Covid-19 toll in Mumbai rose
from 8,555 to 8,604 while the
infected cases shot up by
2,360 to trigger a jump in the
total infections from 187,904
to 190,264

Meanwhile, for the fifth
consecutive day, the state
recovery rate rose from 75.36
per cent to 75.65 per cent

A day after Maharashtra
posted 20,206 recoveries,
21,029 more people were dis-
charged from the various hos-
pitals. With Wednesday’s
development, the total num-
ber of patients discharged
from various hospitals after
full recovery since the second
week of March this year
touched a f inal  tal ly of
9,56,030. The mortality rate in
the state stood at 2.69 per cent.

The number of “active cases”
in the state went up from
Tuesday’s figure of 2,72,410 to
2,73,477.

Pune district  with
2,70,866 infected cases con-
tinued to be the worst-affect-
ed city-district  in
Maharashtra. The number of
deaths in Pune increased from
5368 to 5429.

Thane district remained
on the third spot --after Pune

and Mumbai – with 1,75,733
total cases, while the pan-
demic toll rose from 4585 to
4624.

Out of 61,06,787 samples
sent to laboratories, 12,63,
799 have tested positive (20.69
per cent) for COVID-19 until
Wednesday.

Currently, 18,75,424 peo-
ple are in home quarantine
while 34,457 people are in
institutional quarantine.
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South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC)

Mayor Anamika on
Wednesday handed over a
cheque of Rs 10 lakh to the
family of two of its workers
who died due to Covid-19
while on duty.

“SDMC has provided the
financial aid of Rs 10 lakh as
compensation to the families of
deceased Corona warriors
Selva Raj (contractual beldar)
and Mahinder Singh( Safai
Sainik),” the mayor said.

Anamika further said that
a permanent job will also be
provided to one of their fami-
ly members. “Both of them
contracted the virus and lost
their life while on duty. They
were deployed in the South
Zone. 
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The Delhi Police has nabbed
a 27-year-old man for

allegedly opening fire outside
the residence of his former
girlfriend in southeast Delhi as
she had been ignoring him
after his marriage.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Sumit Tomar.
According to R P Meena, the
Deputy Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Southeast district, late
on Sunday night Tomar opened
fire in Dharampal Colony in
Aali Vihar when the 24-year-
old woman was at home with
her family.

“After hearing the gunshot,
she opened the door and found
Tomar with a country-made
gun in his hand. On seeing her,
he shouted, ‘come outside, I will
kill you and your family’. Then

he ran away,” said the DCP.
“She found the main gate

damaged and an empty car-
tridge and bullet lead. The
woman told police that she was
in a relationship with Tomar for
10 years but after his marriage
in 2018, she had started ignor-
ing him,” said the DCP.

“Tomar did not like it and
had threatened her with dire
consequences. During investi-
gation, police received infor-
mation on Tuesday that Tomar
was hiding in Aali Vihar jungle.
A raid was conducted and
Tomar was arrested,” said the
DCP.

“During interrogation,
Tomar told police that he want-
ed to marry the woman but
could not. He had procured the
gun last month from Agra,” said
the DCP adding the gun was
found with him.
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A35 year-old man who
allegedly used to steal veg-

etables from Delhi’s Okhla sabzi
mandi and sold them outside the
market at a cheaper price has
been arrested by the Delhi
Police. Police said that the man
identified as Sarfaraz is a drug
addict and unemployed.

According to R P Meena,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Southeast district,
Sarfaraz who lives with his fam-
ily in Delhi’s Sriniwaspuri, would
steal vegetables from the mandi
to fulfil his daily needs.

“If someone saw him steal-
ing, he would threaten them on
knife-point. The accused was
arrested on Tuesday when police
were patrolling near Okhla Sabzi
Mandi. He was intercepted by
the patrolling team when he was
standing alone at a deserted
place,” said the DCP.
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At least 55 fresh cases of
dengue have been report-

ed in the National Capital,
taking the total number of
people infected with the disease
to 255 this year. Also, 30 new
cases of malaria and 10 cases of
chikungunya also reported last
week taking the total number
to 213 and 67 respectively.

Mosquito-breeding has
been reported in at least 67,882
households and 52,125 legal
notices have been issued this
year. The dengue breeding
checkers have checked
14069524 houses and also
issued challans to 4571 num-
bers of office and residential
premises,” according to the lat-
est report by the South Delhi
Municipal Corporation
(SDMC), which compiles data
after taking inputs from three
other corporations: south
Delhi, East Delhi and North
Delhi municipal corporations.

Out of dengue cases, 41
patients who diagnosed with

the disease belong to Delhi
while 12 patients traced here
were from different states and
other six patients did not pro-
vide their address. Similarly,
out of total cases of malaria, 24
were from Delhi and 6 visited
the city for treatment purpos-
es from other states, as per the
report of the SDMC.  

Dengue mosquito larvae

breed in clear, standing water
while those of malaria mos-
quito thrive even in dirty water.

The Delhi Government
has launched ‘10 Hafte 10 Baje
10 Minute’ campaign to check
mosquito breeding to prevent
vector borne diseases. Last
year, due to the campaign,
only 2036 cases and two deaths
were reported in the city. The

first edition of the anti-dengue
campaign was launched in
2019.

Following a huge partici-
pation from the citizens of
Delhi in the second week of the
10 Hafte 10 Baje 10 Minute
anti-dengue campaign of the
Delhi government, the 10-
week mass awareness cam-
paign enters into its third week. 
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The Comptroller and
Auditor General (C&AG)’s

performance audit report on
manpower and logistics man-
agement in the Delhi Police has
found shortage of manpower
and many police stations lacked
facilities like barracks, can-
teen/mess, kitchen, parade/play
grounds etc., which are neces-
sary for comfortable working.
The performance audit
revealed that the Delhi Police
has installed 3,870 CCTV cam-
eras in entire Delhi at strategic
locations and the percentage of
cameras functioning satisfac-
torily is abysmally low, ranging
from entirely defunct camera
(pilot phase) to 31 % to 44 %
defunct cameras in various
other phases.

“Only one out of the72
police stations,test-checked by
the audit had staff as per the
norms prescribed by  Bureau of
Police Research and
Development.  In these 72
police stations, we found, there
was 35 per cent shortage of
manpower. Acute shortage of
staff has put the police per-
sonnel under tremendous
strain as their average daily
duty hours in the six test-
checked police districts
(Central, New Delhi, South,
Dwarka, North East and
Rohini) ranged from 12 to 15
hours against eight hours as
prescribed under the Model
Police Act 2006,” the CAG
said. The facilities for public
like reception/waiting areas,
toilets, women help desk were

also below the required stan-
dards.

It further said that shortage
of manpower has also impacts
investigation of crimes and
bringing criminals to justice.
Police stations in the selected
districts also suffered from
shortage of vehicles, which
severely limited quick response
to law and order situations.

Delhi Police is using a 20
years old trunking system
(APCO), which is 10 years
beyond its normal life span.
Proposals for up-gradation of
these sets were initiated 10
years ago but even tenders
have not been finalized yet. The
number of wireless sets under
the conventional system
declined from 9638 in June
2009 to 6172 in June 2019 as
the sets condemned during
the period were not regularly
replaced.

On the special cell of Delhi,
the CAG pointed out that
despite being the National
Capital’s specialized Counter
Terror Unit, the Special Cell’s

Ranges were ailing from defi-
ciencies in terms of availabili-
ty of vehicles, protective equip-
ment like bulletproof jackets,
and arms & ammunition,
which are vital for quick in real
time response.

“SWAT, the first responder
to any armed act by the ter-
rorists, gangsters or anti-
national elements in Delhi,
was functioning with reduced
efficiency in terms of bullet-
proof jackets as well as spe-
cialized training for their all-
round development and pre-
paredness. The Cyber Crime
Unit of the Special Cell was suf-
fering from non-deployment of
sufficient number of trained
and qualified manpower to
efficiently handle the cyber
related crimes leading to inad-
equate disposal of cases in the
Cyber Crime Unit,” it added.

The audit revealed that
against requirement of 3896
police personnel for protection
of all the Protected Persons
(PPs), only 2661 were posted
for active duty, i.e., 32 per cent
shortage of man power.
“Although there was overall
shortage of manpower in
Security Unit 207 police per-
sonnel were assigned perma-
nently for the security of 12 PPs
who were not residing in Delhi.
Similarly, there were 15 PPs
who were residing in neigh-
bouring states, but were pro-
vided round the clock securi-
ty (54 police personnel) by
Security Unit. As per the
norms, security should be pro-
vided by the concerned state
governments,” the CAG said.
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In order to introduce modern
technologies and improve effi-

ciencies, Indian Railways is
planning to use ‘Public Private
Partnership’ (PPP) model to
complete some of the initiatives
to improve services.

“It is estimated that Indian
Railways would need Capital
investment of around �50 lakh
crore up to 2030 for network
expansion and capacity aug-
mentation, rolling stock induc-
tion and other modernization
works to enable better delivery
of passenger and freight services
and to improve its modal share
in transport,” said Minister of
Railways and Commerce and
Industry Piyush Goyal in a writ-
ten reply to a question in Rajya
Sabha on Wednesday.

“One of the PPP initiatives
is to invite partners to invest and
induct modern rakes over select
routes to provide world class ser-
vices to the passengers. As part

of this initiative, the Ministry of
Railways has invited applications
for investment and induction of
modern rakes over select routes
through Public Private
Partnership (PPP) to provide
world class services to the pas-
sengers,” he said.

Accordingly, the MOR has
issued 12 ‘Requests for
Qualification’ (RFQs) on 1st
July, 2020 for operation of pas-
senger trains over approximately
109 origin-destination pairs
(divided into 12 clusters)
through PPP on ‘Design, Build,
Finance and Operate’ (DBFO)
basis, he said, adding that the
routes are spread across various
states covering the entire railway
network straddling across the
boundaries of the States.

The minister further said
that the railways had conduct-
ed a survey through ‘Interactive
Voice Response System’ (IVRS)
on passenger amenities includ-
ing train and station cleanliness.

“One lakh calls were made

every day to reserved passengers
randomly for obtaining their
feedback. The feedback has
been discontinued since the
Covid outbreak as a very limit-
ed number of trains has been
plying. However, no survey is
being conducted based on the
socio-economic profile of pas-
sengers,” he said.

Replying to another ques-
tion, he said that in order to cater
to the travelling needs of lower
income groups, Indian Railways
operate mail express trains hav-
ing general class coaches and
sleeper class coaches.

“Besides this, fully unre-
served services like Jan
Sadharan, Janseva, Jan Nayak

Express, Antyodaya Express,
some Intercity trains, passenger
trains are also operated by
Indian Railways. Further, trains
are also augmented with gener-
al Class and sleeper class coach-
es as per commercial viability
and operational feasibility,” he
said.

Accordingly, during the

years 2019-20, of the total 1490
coaches utilized for augmenta-
tion of existing services, 940
coaches (524 sleeper class, 389
general class and 27 second
class chair car coaches) were to
facilitate the passengers of lower
income groups, he said.

Augmentation of services
and coaches are an ongoing
activity based on various para-
meters including demand, com-
mercial and operational viabil-
ity.

“The work of redevelop-
ment is in advanced stage at
Gandhinagar (Western Railway)
and Habibganj (West Central
Railway) railway stations.  Re-
development works are in
progress at Gomtinagar (North
Eastern Railway) and Ayodhya
stations (Northern Railway).
Contracts have been awarded for
redevelopment of Anand Vihar
(Northern Railway), Bijwasan
(Northern Railway) and
Chandigarh (Northern Railway)
railway stations,” he informed. 
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Scientists from Indian
Agriculture Research

Institute (IARI), Pusa Road,
presented an innovative
decomposer technique to Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal. They will make a
detailed presentation before
the Chief Minister who has
sought their cooperation in
mitigating impact of pollution
borne out of stubble burning in
states such as Punjab,  Haryana

& Western Uttar Pradesh. 
Interacting with the team

of scientists, Kejriwal said crop
stubble is the major source of
winter pollution in Delhi. “I
congratulate IRAI scientists
for developing a low-cost, effec-
tive technology to deal with
crop stubble burning.
Governments need to listen
and work hand in hand with
scientists to address the issue of
stubble burning.”

Kejriwal will visit the cam-
pus to see the live demonstra-

tion of the technology on
Thursday.

He also directed officials
from Development Department
to carry out detailed cost-ben-
efit analysis and explore imple-
mentation of this technology
across all farms in outer Delhi.

Scientifically, Pusa
decompser is a capsule that can
be mixed with readily available
inputs, fermented and then
sprayed over fields to ensure
speedy decomposition of crop
stubble and prevent the need

for burning.
Dr A K Singh, Director of

ARAI, Pusa, New Delhi and
several senior scientists from
ARAI presented this innovative
technology developed in-house
by the institute to CM Arvind
Kejriwal to deal with the issue
of crop stubble burning, which
is a major source of air pollu-
tion in winter months across
North India.

Illustrating further on the
technology, a senior scientist
said, “The technology, involves

making a liquid formulation
using Pusa decompser cap-
sules and readily available
inputs, fermenting it over 8-10
days, and then spraying the
mixture on fields with crop
stubble to ensure speedy bio-
decomposition of the stubble.”
“The cost of the capsules is only
Rs 20 per acre, and can effec-
tively deal with 4-5 tonnes of
raw straw per acre. Research by
ARAI over the last 4 years in
farm fields in Punjab and
Haryana have shown very

encouraging results as to ben-
efit of using this approach for
reducing the need for crop
stubble burning and at the
same time reducing fertilizer
consumption and increasing
farm productivity.”

Kejriwal instructed the
officials from Development
Department to carry out
detailed cost-benefit analysis
and explore implementation of
this technology across all farms
in outer Delhi that face the
issue of crop stubble.
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A3-year-old boy was killed in
a road accident and his

father sustained minor injuries
when a speeding car hit a rick-
shaw puller at Sector-37D in
Gurugram Tuesday morning.

The victim has been iden-
tified as Vikram, from
Rajasthan, who was living with
his family at Basai Enclave in
Gurugram.

Harish the father of the vic-
tim stated in his police com-
plaint that he along with his son
Vikram was fetching water in a
rickshaw from Basai Enclave on
Tuesday when the accident
took place.

“When we were crossing
Sector-37D, a speeding Creta
car hit their rickshaw from
behind. After the collision, the
rickshaw crushed under the
wheel of the car and his son
flung in the air and his head hit

the ground hard,” the victim
told the police.

Soon after the accident the
car driver took the father-son
duo to a nearby private hospi-
tal where the doctor declared
the child dead.

The investigating officer
said that a case has been regis-
tered against the errant driver
at the Sector-10A police station.
The car driver has also been
identified. He will be arrested
soon. In another incident, a 25-
year-old man lost his life and his
friend served minor injuries
when their motorcycle was hit
by a speeding car on Tuesday
morning near Belvedere Tower,
located at DLF Phase-2.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Sunil Kumar and his
injured friend was identified as
Pawan Kumar both are of
Maharajganj in Uttar Pradesh.
The duo on his way to work
when the accident took place,
said police.

“Their motorcycle was hit
by a speeding car from the
behind near the Belvedere
Tower, located at DLF Phase-2.
As soon as the collision
occurred, the balance of the
bike deteriorated and both fell
down on the road. The accused
escaped from the spot after the
accident,” said Subhash Boken,
spokesperson of the Gurugram
police.

Pawan Kumar, who was the
pillion rider, suffered injuries in
his leg. While Sunil suffered a
major head injury and started
bleeding. The ambulance was
called by the people who were
present at the spot and rushed
the victims to a private hospi-
tal where Sunil died during
treatment while Pawan is
undergoing treatment, he said.

A case has been registered
against the car driver. We have
got the car number and the dri-
ver will be arrested soon,”
Boken said.
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Delhi Congress president
Anil Kumar said despite

repeatedly raising the issue of
non-payment of salaries to the
employees of 12 Colleges fully
funded by  the Delhi
Government, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal has reluctant-
ly released only Rs 32.1 crore to
six colleges of Delhi University
to pay the salaries of the
staffers.

Kumar said that the

amount is inadequate to meet
the entire salary bills of even
these six colleges including
arrears as the 12 colleges have
not disbursed salaries to the
staff since May, 2020.

“The Kejriwal Government
was deliberately harassing the
teaching and non-teaching staff
of these 12 colleges by with-
holding the grant-in-aid and
asking these colleges to hike the
fees and dip into the reserve
funds of the colleges to pay the
salaries, which was no solution

to the problem,” he said.
The Congress president

also condemned the Delhi

Municipal Corporations’ move
to resume sealing of industri-
al units in residential areas,

which will affect over 13,000
industrial units across the
Capital. He said that this seal-
ing drive will only accentuate
the plight of the people, already
ruined by the Covid-19 pan-
demic lockdown and lakhs of
people and labourers will be
unemployed.

“The 13000 industrial units
surveyed, 9000 have been
issued notices for sealing,
which should be stopped forth-
with considering the existing
difficult situation,” he said. 
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Even as the Opposition con-
tinued to boycott

Parliament, Rajya Sabha
Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu
on Wednesday said he was
duty bound to take disciplinary
action against the eight MPs
although their suspension was
an “unpleasant” thing to do.
Justifying his action, he also
said the opposition has the
right to protest but the question
is how it should be done.

Addressing the house
before adjourning the house
sine die, Naidu also appreciat-
ed the role of Parliament staff
and said holding a session
during this pandemic required
some innovative thinking and
elaborate planning, well in
advance.

Secretary-General, Rajya
Sabha and his team in the
Secretariat as also the
Parliament Security Service
and other agencies including
the Central Public Works
Department (CPWD) who
worked behind the scenes, “did
not fail me in this regard. I
would like to put on record my
appreciation for the efforts
made by them.”  The Members
present in the House lauded the
contribution by thumping the
desk.

As regards the events in the
last three days, Naidu said he
was duty bound to uphold the
dignity of the rules, standards
and values of the Upper House.
He also said the Rules do pro-
vide for such suspension when
it becomes inevitable.

In his concluding remarks
before the Rajya Sabha was
adjourned eight days ahead of
the schedule, the Chairman
said the floor of the august
House was the most effective
platform for contestation of
ideas. 

However, if boycott is done
for a longer period, it amounts
to leaving the very platform
that enables members to effec-
tively convey their ideas,
besides contesting those of
others.

Referring to the letter he
had received from Leader of
Opposition Ghulam Nabi
Azad and others urging the
House not to pass the three
labour codes, the Chairman

said there have been a number
of precedents when the busi-
ness was taken up as per
schedule and bills were
approved in the wake of boy-
cott or walkout by some mem-
bers. 

In this context, he cited the
passage of the Finance Bill and
Appropriation Bill in 2013.

Naidu said had the letter
suggested the postponement of
bill by stating that they would
attend the House, he would
have discussed the issue with
the government. He said there

was no such assurance. On the
other hand some of the mem-
bers justified what they had
done. Therefore, he decided to
go ahead with the bills, he said.

The Chairman said for
the first time in this history of
this House, a notice of motion
was given for the removal of
the Deputy Chairman and it
was rejected. He pointed out
that the mandatory 14 days
advance notice was not given.

Referring to the develop-
ments surrounding this
unprecedented move, he said

they have been deeply painful
for all those who hold the
stature and the dignity of this
House dear to their hearts. He
appealed to the members to
ensure that such unseemly
behaviour was not repeated.

Though it was not the
first time that some members
were suspended and Bills
passed when some sections of
the House boycotted the pro-
ceedings, Naidu said “I find it
extremely unpalatable. This
kind of a situation needs to be
avoided by all means.” 
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Cutting short its scheduled
18 sittings amidst rising

Covid-19 scare, the Lok Sabha
was adjourned sine die on
Wednesday after passing the
Major Ports Bill, 2020, and 24
others previously, including
the contentious farmers bills.
Speaker Om Birla described
the session as “historic” and
congratulated members for
attending the Parliament in
“difficult situation” and fully
observing the “health protocol”.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi walked into the house as
the house was in the process of
passing the Major Ports bill ,
2020. The opposition had boy-
cotted the session.

On the concluding day
during the zero hour majority
of the issues were raised by the
BJP members though a few
TDP and YSR Congress Party
members and AIADMK also
spoke  on the subjects relating
to their States and
Constituencies.

BJP MP Uday Pratap
Singh(BJP) said the Modi-
Government which brought
milestone legislations on
Triple-talaq, article 370, farm-
ers bills and ‘resolved’ Ram
temple issue, should bring a
law for the control of popula-
tion which, he said is the  one
of the main causes of unem-
ployment, exploitation and
corruption. He said law to
control population was the
need of the time.

Many of the issues raised
were relating to Bihar as MP
Rajiv Pratap Rudy said the
development work undertak-

en by the State Government
would ensure its victory in the
October-November poll. One
of the members from Mizoram
sought speeding up of the
shifting  of Assam Rifles head-
quarters outside Aizawl which
he said would solve the prob-
lem conflict between Assam
Rifles and civilians.

Expressing happiness over
the high 167 per cent produc-
tivity in the monsoon session,
the Speaker said during zero
hour 370 issues were raised
and  in particular mentioned
September 20 when, he said,
the  house sat for late night
with 88 MPs raising their
issues. He said 855 papers
were also laid by the ministers
during the  session.

Birla also mentioned the
long and comprehensive   dis-
cussion undertaken by the
house on the Covid19 situa-
tion.

Before passing the Major
Port bill, 2020, Union Minister

for Shipping (Ind) Mansukh
Mandaviya said the last port
act was 1963,when the ports
used to run in service model.
“ Now in 2020 we need to
bring technology to the ports.
The PPE model can bring
technology”, he said.

He stated that in the last
five years things in ports has
improved and Calcutta port
which was running losses is
now  earning profit  and work-
ers receiving regular salaries
and pension.

BJD MP Anubhav
Mohanty while supporting the
bill requested the government
to rename Paradip port after
former Odisha Chief Minister
Biju Patnaik.

YSRCP MP sought the
government that States should
also be taken into considera-
tion in the development of
ports as he said “port board
cannot decide alone on the
development of the port”, he
said.
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The Supreme Court
Wednesday directed a

Delhi Legislative Assembly
panel not to take coercive
action against Facebook India
VP and MD Ajit Mohan till
October 15 in connection with
a summon asking him to
depose before it with regard to
north east Delhi riots.

Delhi Assembly’’s peace
and harmony committee had
issued a notice to Facebook
India vice president and man-
aging director in connection
with complaints accusing the
social media giant of deliber-
ately not taking action to curb
hateful content on its platform.

A bench of Justices Sanjay
Kishan Kaul, Aniruddha Bose
and Krishna Murari issued
notices to the secretary of the
Legislative Assembly, the min-
istries of Law and Justice,
Home Affairs, Electronics and
IT, Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha, represented by the
Secretary General, and Delhi
Police, asking them to respond
to the plea.

The apex court’’s order
came on the plea filed by
Mohan, Facebook India
Online Services Pvt. Ltd and
Facebook, Inc, which con-
tended that the committee
lacks the power to summon or
hold petitioners in breach of its
privileges for failing to appear
and it was exceeding its con-
stitutional limits.

They challenged the
September 10 and 18 notices
issued by the committee that
sought Mohan’’s presence
before the panel which is
probing the Delhi riots in
February and FB’’s role in
spread of alleged hate speech-
es.

Senior advocate Harish
Salve, appearing for Mohan,
submitted that committee 
cannot decide the breach of
privilege of the house and
administrative control over
social media is with the
Central Government.

“Privilege is something to
be decided by the Assembly. A
committee cannot decide
whether action on privilege
can be taken or not,” Salve said
adding that the Delhi
Government could not put
Mohan “in the pain of pun-
ishment” by asking him to
appear before the Committee.
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday asked the

Centre to clarify by Friday the
modalities of refund of air
tickets to be made to the pas-
sengers and travel agents in
view of cancellation of flights
during the COVID-19
induced lockdown period.  

The top court asked the
Centre to file a fresh affidavit
by September 25, with regard
to issues relating to modalities
of ticket refunds on which
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta conceded that the
instant affidavit is poorly
drafted.

A bench of Justices Ashok
Bhushan, R Subhash Reddy
and M R Shah said that it is
only concerned with refund
and non-refund of money for
tickets booked during the
lockdown period.  

It was hearing a plea which
has raised the issue of air
tickets refund owing to can-
cellation of flights due to
COVID-19 induced lockdown
which had commenced from
March 25.

Senior advocate Sanjay
Hegde, appearing for NGO
‘Pravasi Legal Cell’, said that if
one books tickets in airlines
like Air India, Indigo etc and
fly out of India then the affi-
davit filed by Director General
Civil Aviation (DGCA) is
applicable.  

He said that the DGCA
should also cover people for
refund, who have booked
flights on these carriers to
come back to India like in the
Gulf Countries and therefore
the issue needs to be sorted.  

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for Ministry
of Civil Aviation and DGCA,
said that the Government has
taken a decision of refund
keeping in mind the welfare of
all and an appropriate solution
has been worked out.
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The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on

Wednesday predicted very
heavy rainfall over West
Bengal, Sikkim, Assam,
Meghalaya, Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar over the next few days.
According to the IMD, a low-

pressure area lies over central
parts of west Madhya Pradesh
and neighbourhood with asso-
ciated cyclonic circulation
extending up to mid-tropos-
pheric levels. It is likely to
become less marked by
September 24. However, it’s
associated cyclonic circulation
likely to recurve northeast-

wards during the next 3-4
days. India received 918.3 mm
rainfall as against the normal of
849.2 mm, an increase of 8 per-
cent so far. Uttar Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and
Kashmir, Nagaland, Manipur
and Mizoram are among those
states which received less rain-
fall this monsoon.

“High convergence over
the northeast and adjoining
east India very likely due to
strong moist southerly/south-
westerly winds from Bay of
Bengal at lower tropospheric
levels till September 26. A
trough runs from northeast
Uttar Pradesh to north
Maharashtra at lower & middle

tropospheric levels. It is very
likely to persist until September
24,” IMD said.

Under the influence of the
above systems, fairly wide-
spread to widespread rainfall
with isolated heavy to very
heavy falls are very likely
over Assam and Meghalaya
on September 24;  Sub-

Himalayan West Bengal &
Sikkim; East Uttar Pradesh till
September 25 and Bihar on
September 26.

Thunderstorm with light-
ning at isolated places very
likely over Uttarakhand, Uttar
Pradesh,  Vidarbha,
Chhattisgarh, Bihar, Gangetic
West Bengal, Gujarat state,

Madhya Maharashtra,
Marathwada, Coastal Andhra
Pradesh & Yanam, Telangana
and Tamilnadu, Puducherry
& Karaikal. Strong Wind
(speed reaching 45-55 kmph)
very likely over Southwest
Arabian Sea. Fishermen are
advised not to venture into
these areas.
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Contrary to the expecta-
tions, while coronavirus-

induced lockdown did not help
improve Ganga’s water quality,
experts have asserted saying
that, in fact, it deteriorated.
Release of sewage and no fresh
water discharge from the
upstream is said to be the rea-
son for the deterioration. 

In fact, Ganga is not alone.
The water quality of Beas,
Chambal, Sutlej and
Swarnarekha also did not com-
ply with the primary water
quality criteria for outdoor
bathing during the lockdown
period since March, this year,
as per a new report by the
Central Pollution Control
Board.

In contrast, seven out of 19
major rivers in India recorded
an improvement in water qual-
ity in April during the nation-
wide lockdown period, said the
report released on Wednesday.

The report titled,
“Assessment of Impact of
Lockdown on Water Quality of
Major Rivers”, attributed the
worsening report card of the
Ganges to the discharge of
untreated or partially treated
sewage, negligible or dry sea-
sonal flow that increases con-
centration of pollution and no
fresh water discharges from the
upstream.

The river’s water quality
had worsened in many stretch-
es, the analysis suggested not-

ing that the Ganges’ compli-
ance with primary water qual-
ity reduced from 64.6 per cent
to 46.2 per cent during the
lockdown period.

The report said that seven
out of 19 major rivers in India
recorded an improvement in
water quality in April during
the nationwide lockdown peri-
od, which was  enforced for 68
days from March 25 in a bid to
contain the viral outbreak.

The seven rivers that
showed an improvement in
water quality include Brahmani.
The primary water quality cri-
teria such as taking outdoor

baths in Brahmani improved
from 85 % during the pre-lock-
down period to 100% when the
restrictions were in place.

The corresponding
improvement for the other six
rivers are: Brahmaputra (87.5
per cent to 100 per cent);
Cauvery (90.5 per cent to 96.97
per cent); Godavari (65.8 per
cent to 78.4 per cent); Krishna
(84.6 per cent to 94.4 per cent);
Tapi (77.8 per cent to 87.5 per
cent) and Yamuna (42.8 per
cent to 66.67 per cent).

The report attributed the
worsening report card of the
Ganges to the discharge of
untreated or partially treated
sewage; negligible or dry sea-
sonal flow that increases con-
centration of pollution and no
fresh water discharges from
the upstream.

Baitarani, Mahanadi,
Narmada and Pennar rivers
were 100 per cent compliant as
far as taking outdoor baths
were concerned.
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The Government has
empowered the National

Investigation Agency (NIA) to
probe offences under the
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Act in
order to make it independent
in terms of investigation of
drug trade and linkages with
terror funding.

The Revenue Department
of Union Finance Ministry has
issued a Gazette notification in
this regard.

Section 53 of NDPS Act
allows the Centre to entrust any
officer with “the powers of a
police station for the investiga-
tion of the offences under this
Act.’’

The NIA was established as
a federal anti-terror probe
agency a year after the 26/11
Mumbai serial terror attacks to
investigate terror crimes with
inter-State or international ram-
ifications. Through an amend-
ment in the NIA Act last year,
the agency was also empowered
with the jurisdiction to probe
cases related to human traffick-
ing, counterfeit currency notes
and cyber terrorism but nar-
cotics cases were still out of its
purview. 

However, the latest Gazette
notification signed by the Under

Secretary in the Revenue
Department of the Finance
Ministry Biswajit Sarkar enlarges
the authority of the NIA to probe
drugs-related crimes.

Officials did not rule out the
possibility of the NIA stepping
into investigating the larger
issues of drug-related crimes in
Bollywood with suspected links
to syndicates in foreign shores.
The linkages of Bollywood per-
sonalities with drug consump-
tion and involvement with drug
syndicates has come to the fore
following the probe by the
Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) into the drug peddling
network in connection with the
mysterious death of film star
Sushant Singh Rajput. 

The Enforcement
Directorate that is probing the
money laundering aspect in a
case related to Rajput’s death first
flagged the drug connection in
Bollywood. The CBI is sepa-
rately probing the criminal
aspect of the death of Rajput.

The empowerment of the
NIA with probes into NDPS
cases will also help the agency in
systematically busting the link-
ages between terror modules
and narco-terrorism especially
those related to syndicates in
Jammu and Kashmir and
Punjab as also the Northeast and
in Naxal-hit areas, officials
added. 
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Even as its Covid-19 COV-
AXIN enters Phase II

human clinical trials in India,
Hyderabad-based vaccine
manufacturer Bharat Biotech
on Wednesday announced ink-
ing a pact with Washington
University School of Medicine
in St. Louis for a novel chimp-
adenovirus, single dose
intranasal vaccine for the coro-
navirus.

Bharat Biotech owns the
rights to distribute the vaccine
in all markets except USA,
Japan and Europe.

While the Phase I trials
will take place in Saint Louis
University’s Vaccine and
Treatment Evaluation Unit,
Bharat Biotech, upon obtain-
ing the required regulatory
approval, will pursue further
stages of clinical trials in
India and undertake large
scale manufacture of the vac-
cine at its GMP facility locat-
ed in Genome Val ley,

Hyderabad.
“We are proud to collab-

orate on this innovative vac-
cine. We envision that we
will scale this vaccine to 1 bil-
lion doses, translating to 1 bil-
lion individuals vaccinated
receiving a single-dose regi-
men. An intranasal vaccine
will not only be simple to
administer but reduce the
use of medical consumables
such as needles, syringes, etc.,
significantly impacting the
overall cost of a vaccination
drive,” said Dr. Krishna Ella,
Chairman and Managing
Director of Bharat Biotech.
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Flight Lieutenant Shivangi
Singh will be the first

woman fighter pilot to fly the
sophisticated Rafale fighter jets
recently inducted into the IAF
at its Ambala airbase.

Varanasi-born Singh was
commissioned into the IAF in
2017 as part of the second
batch of women fighter pilots.
At present, she is flying Mig-21
jets and her conversion training
to fly the Rafales has com-
menced, sources said here on
Wednesday.

After rigorous training, she
will join the ‘Golden Arrows’
squadron of the Rafales at
Ambala some months later. 

Prior to this assignment,
she was flying MIG-21s some-
where in the Rajasthan sector.
Her course-mate Flight
Lieutenant Pratibha is all set to
fly another frontline jet SU-30
shortly, sources added. It will be
another first one for women
fighter pilots. At present, there
are ten women fighter pilots in
the IAF.
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KOCHI: 67-year old Kummanam
Rajasekharan, former Governor of
Mizoram, has alleged that people are
denied fundamental and civic rights in
Kerala by the Marxist Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan.

“Under the Marxist rule, the police is
using violence to suppress agitations for jus-
tice and democracy. What we see in Kerala
is the worst kind of Stalinism as the chief
minister has turned himself into a dictator.
There is all round corruption and nepotism
in everything associated with the Kerala
Government,” said Rajaselkharan while
inaugurating the day-night agitation by
BJYM, the BJP’s youth wing at
Thiruvananthapuram on Wednesday.

Rajasekharan said that Kerala has not
seen the kind of police brutality being
unleashed by the Government on activists
agitating for restoration of fundamental
rights. “Pinarayi Vijayan is exploiting reli-
gious sentiments of the people by alleging
that the agitations  were for banning
Quran. We are not against Quran or any
holy books. But we are against misusing
religious sentiments to divert the attention
from real issues like gold smuggling,” he
said. PNS
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KOCHI: Citizens in Kasaragod
district in Kerala are up in arms
against the State Government
for its indifference to the
Exclusive Covid Hospital built
by the Tata Group as part of
their commitment to the peo-
ple.

“The 541-bedded hospital
was built at a cost of Rs 60 crore
by the Tatas in just 150 days.
The Tatas handed over the
fully furnished hospital build-
ing to the Kerala Government
on September 9. But till date
the State administration has not
appointed even a single doctor
or para-medic staff to the hos-
pital though the district is
seeking a surge in the number
of Covid-19 patients,”
Sukumaran Periyachoor, Kerala
State Secretary of Saparya
Cultural Society, said in a
release on Wednesday. PNS
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KChief Minister Edappadi K Palaniswami  has tak-
ing strong exception to the Union Ministry of

Culture’s move to keep scholars from the State away
from the expert committee constituted for ‘conduct-
ing a holistic study of the origin and evolution of Indian
culture during the past 12 millennia and its interface
with other cultures of the world’.

In a letter addressed to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, excerpts of which were released to the media,
Palaniswami expressed his shock and surprise over the
non-inclusion of any scholars from Tamil Nadu in the
committee. “Tamil Nadu has a glorious past and is home
to one of the oldest civilizations, viz. Dravidian civi-
lization-a living and thriving culture in the South of
India,” said the Chief Minister in the letter.

He also drew the attention of the Prime Minister
about the latter’s visit to Mahabalipuram , the sea shore
heritage site of Mahabalipuram for the India-China
summit in October 2019. “You visited Mahabalipuram
where you had observed the awe-inspiring timeless
monuments and glorious legacy of Tamil heritage in
full splendour. You will therefore agree with me that
any chronicle of Indian history and culture would be
grossly incomplete without giving its rightful place  to
Tamil culture and language,” wrote the Chief 
Minister.

Aligarh: Oxygen gas was being
sold by Kasimpur road located
Radha Industrial Gas Plant
without any proper testing,
license, and registration. On
Monday night, the plant was
sealed after a night-long inves-
tigation by the team led by the
City Magistrate. They also cease
the company’s bill book and
receipts. Supply records are
being scrutinized for the last
two-month deliveries. District
Magistrate was directed to reg-
ister a case against plant owner
Arun Agarwal and has sought a
response from the drug inspec-
tor.

The administrative team
already confiscated all the doc-

uments along with 300 cylinders
and 4 vehicles last night. The
team has questioned plant
owner Arun Agarwal in which
it was revealed that this plant has
been supplying gas in Aligarh,
Hathras, Kasgunj and Etah since
24th August. On 7 September,
the plant owner applied for a
license in the Control of
Explosives office, Agra.

After this raid, there is chaos
within the departments for per-
secution. District Magistrate
Chandra Bhushan Singh gave a
strict warning to the drug
inspector for the action. City
Magistrate and ACM II team has
been instructed to do this activ-
ity continuously. PNS
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With Uttar Pradesh Panchayat elections including Aligarh in
the upcoming months , the demand for illegal weapons has

also soared to influence voters and intimidate rivals and to score
a victory at any cost.

In the elections for Pradhan, violence, power and money are
the backbone of most of the candidates which often turns the elec-
tion into the battlefields. This resulted in rivalry affects generations
of family’s candidate. On the other hand, these elections are an ever-
green market of illegal firearms and liquor which has received fresh
input during this election in Aligarh. These weapons are being sold
at elevated prices to the criminals in Aligarh division.

Aligarh, Etah, Mainpuri and Bulandshaher are the biggest mar-
ket of illegal arms in western U.P with Aligarh as the main man-
ufacturing hub of these illegal firearms because it is an industrial
epicenter of lock and hardware industries due to which cheap labor,
technique and materials are readily and easily available. Most of
the country made arms also manufactured by blacksmith here in
Aligarh. These weapons are being used by villagers and farmers
to protect them from criminals and wild animals but during elec-
tions, these arms are used to intimidate voters and maintain their
supremacy.

Aligarh: In the corona period,
oxygen gas cylinders are playing
important role in saving the lives
of patients. Most of the hospi-
tals are getting the oxygen cylin-
der from unlicensed dealers. 

According to the business
sources, dealers are supplying
oxygen gases which are basically
used in welding to various hos-
pitals in the district. This weld-
ing oxygen gas can be danger-
ous for the patients as it contains
many harmful substances. In
this regard, the Commissioner
of Food and Drugs has already
ordered to be vigilant, yet the
supply is continuing without
any testing. The main reason is
that the industrial oxygen cylin-
der is much cheaper than med-
ical oxygen.

The purity of medical oxy-
gen must be 99% but the indus-
trial oxygen contains carbon
dioxide and other heavy hydro-
carbons which can be harmful
to the patients.  PNS
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Kerala, which had declared
itself as Covid-free in May

2020, faces the prospects of
equalling or even overtaking
neighbouring Tamil Nadu in the
number of Covid-19 patients in
the coming weeks. The State on
Wednesday diagnosed 5,376
new patients, the highest num-
ber of positive cases to be reg-
istered on a single day.

The State also registered 20
fatalities in a single day, highest
number to be registered in a 24
hour period till date. Disclosing
the official figures to the media
on Wednesday evening, Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said
the situation in the State is seri-
ous. “There are 42, 286 Covid-
19 patients across the State on
Wednesday who are under
treatment. Out of the 5,376
patients diagnosed with the
pandemic on Wednesday, 4,424
contracted  the disease through
social contacts. There are 852
patients in

Thiruvananthapuram and the
situation in the capital city is
grievous,” said Vijayan.

The day also saw V S Sunil
Kumar, minister for agriculture,
testing positive for coronavirus.
Vijayan blamed the agitations
led by the BJP and the Congress
throughout the State for the hike
in the number of patients. “It is
because of the violation of the
norms by the opposition parties
that the disease has spread all
over the State and the number
of patients went up,” said
Vijayan who also said that many
of the participants  in the agi-
tations had tested positive.

The Chief Minister also
disclosed that the day saw 99
health workers and policemen
testing positive.

The number of new persons
tested positive on Wednesday
was higher than 5,337 patients
in Tamil Nadu as on Tuesday.
On Tuesday, Tamil Nadu had
46,350 Covid-19 patients while
the tally in Kerala reached 42,
286 on Wednesday evening.
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The Central Bureau of
Investigation on Wednesday

busted a cattle smuggling net-
work with terror links in a
State-wide raid at 15 places
including Kolkata, sources said.
Surprisingly the CBI investiga-
tions reached the doors of some
Border Security Forces officers
who along with their counter-
parts in the Customs depart-
ment facilitated the cattle smug-
gling the proceeds from which
found its way to trans-border
terror funding and arms market.

The CBI action comes about
week after the National
Investigation Agency busted an
Al Qaeda network operating
from Murshidabad district bor-
dering Bangladesh.

The CBI conducted raids at
senior BSF official S Kumar’s res-
idence and sealed it after six-

hour search operations, sources
said adding he was in touch with
one Enamul Haq who has been
identified as the mastermind of
the whole operations, Md
Ghulam Mustafa, Enamul
Sheikh and others. It is the sec-
ond time that Haq’s name
appears in an FIR. A big fish in
illegal cattle trade he paid bribes
to BSF and customs officials,”
said sources.

The proceeds from the cow
smuggling were used to pur-
chase arms, gold and other
items for the Jamatul
Mujahideen Bangladesh or JMB
the terror outfit whose network
was busted in 2014 following the
Khagragarh blasts in Burdwan
district. JMB has been involved
in conducting subversive activ-
ities in the neighbouring coun-
try. A team of 110 CBI sleuths
conducted raids at various places
including Salt Lake, Topsia and

other places in Kolkata for about
eight hours sources said adding
the accused had discovered a
unique way of functioning with-
out raising eyebrows. The CBI
sources said some senior cus-
toms officials were also in their
radar.

“Suppose they would cap-
ture 50 cows … they would then
hand over the seized cattle to the
Customs Department which
then would call tenders to dis-
pose the animals off…. However
while doing so they would sell
away 500 in place of 50 cattle and
those like Enamul would pur-
chase them with legal docu-
ments before … the proceeds
from the sale would then go to
purchase arms, gold and cur-
rency of various countries for the
JMB,” sources said adding inves-
tigation was on to find out
whether the network had links
with other organisations or not.
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Two security guards of a
building were killed on

Wednesday after having been
trapped in a flooded lift at a
housing society at Agripada in
south Mumbai, even as
overnight rains continued to bat-
ter the metropolis and its sub-
urbs inundating the low-lying
areas and paralysing the road
and rail traffic in the country’s
commercial capital.

On a day when
Mumbaikars woke up to heavy
rains that had been lashing the
metropolis and its suburbs for
the entire night, a shocking
tragedy befell  Nathani
Residency building in Agripada,
where two security guards met
a watery grave when they went
to waterlogged basement at
around 8 am  to start the water
supply for the society.

However, water levels start-
ed increasing when they entered
the lift and closed the doors and
tried to go to the upper floors.
“The flooded lift did not start
nor did the doors open… They
pressed the alarm buttons and
some residents rushed down to
save them, but could not go
there due flooding,” Agripada
Police Station Senior Police

Inspector Savlaram Agavane
said.

The two deceased security
guards were identified as Jamir
Ahmed Sohanan  and Shehzad
Memon. Later in the day, the
bodies of the two security were
taken out from the flooded lift
by the fire brigade personnel
who arrived on the scene little
later.  

With no let up in the rains,
the railway tracks of the Central
and Western Railway’s suburban
network – considered Mumbai’s
life line—lay under thick sheets
of water at several places. While
the services of the Central
Railway (CR) and Western
Railway (WR) were badly affect-
ed, the CR services from
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Terminus  to Thane and Vashi
had to be suspended.

Heavy water-logging was
reported from parts of Mumbai
like  Dadar, Wadala, Parel, Sion,
Matunga, Worli, Mumbai
Central, Kurla, Chunabhatti,
Mazagaon, Masjid Bunder,
Byculla Goregaon, Malad,
Dahisar, Kurla, Ghatkopar and
Mulund. Similarly, the subways
at Dahisar, Malad, Santacruz and
Mankhurd were flooded,
prompting the authorities to
suspend the traffic.
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The death roll in Monday’s collapse
of a three-storey building at

Narpoli in the powerloom town of
Bhiwandi in the adjoining Thane dis-
trict mounted to 40 on Wednesday,
as more number bodies from under
the debris on the third consecutive
day.

A 43-year-old three-storey Jilani
building -- situated in the Patel
Compound at Narpoli near
Dhamankar Naka at Bhiwandi -- had
crashed like a proverbial pack of
cards at 3.45 am, when the residents
were sleeping at their homes in the
early hours of Monday.

The collapsed building had in all
40 flats. There were 150 residents in
the building when it collapsed.

The rescue and relief opera-
tions, which have been going on for
the past three days, have been ham-
pered by heavy intermittent rains.

A few persons are still feared
trapped under the debris of the col-
lapsed structure.
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Amid sudden spike in Covid-19 cases, the
Administrative Council (AC) which met

under the chairmanship of Lieutenant
Governor, Manoj Sinha on Wednesday
approved the proposal of the Department of
Rural Development and Panchayati Raj to
issue a notification for conducting elections
to vacant Sarpanch/Panch constituencies.

The detailed schedule will be finalised by
the election authority.

According to a statement issued by the
Department of Information and Public
Relations, “Filling of the vacant constitutional
posts will ensure devolution of powers and
proper grass-root planning in the 3rd-tier of
the Local Self Government”.

“It will ensure that the non-functional
Panchayats become functional”, the statement
read.

Earlier, general elections to 39,521
Sarpanch/Panch constituencies in 4,483
Halqa Panchayats were conducted in 2018 of
which 13,257 positions are vacant due to res-
ignation, removal, election of Sarpanch as
BDC Chairpersons, death, and non-avail-
ability of candidates at the time of election.
Among them, 1,089 vacancies pertain to the
office of Sarpanch, whereas 12,168 are Panch

vacancies.
Pertinently, the elections to the vacancies

notified earlier were postponed due to secu-
rity concerns and the onset of COVID-19.

Meanwhile, in another landmark decision
the Administrative council approved the re-
allocation of 1997 number of unfilled super-
numerary posts for recruitment of registered
Kashmiri migrants and non migrant
Kashmiri Pandits, who are willing to serve
and settle down in Kashmir under the
Prime Minister’s Package.

According to the government spokesman,
“the decision of re-allocation of the unfilled
posts is aimed at accelerating the recruitment
under the PM's package and the benefits of
employment to Kashmiri migrants and non-
migrant Kashmiri Pandits”.

The Administrative Council also
approved conducting the recruitment only on
the basis of written test/skill test, without viva-
voce, for the selection of suitable candidates
through the J&K Services Selection Board
within six months of the referral of posts by
the Department of Disaster Management,
Relief, and Rehabilitation& Reconstruction.

The re-allocated posts include posts of
Sub Inspector Commercial Taxes and
Assistant Compiler in Finance Department
(997), Field Assistant,
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In  what came as a huge relief
to the local population, a

tigress on prowl  in the forests
of Pandharkawada in  Yavatmal
district of eastern Maharashtra
was captured by the state forest
department officials on
Wednesday.

Within days after it mauled
a 60-year-old woman to death in
an agricultural field near
Andharwadi and Pattanbori vil-
lages, the two-year-old sub-
adult tigress named 
T2C1 was captured near the
Tipeshwar Wildlife
Sanctuary. Ahead of its capture,
the tigress was being routinely
spotted through camera trap
images along Andharwadi,
Koparmandvi, Vasari and Kobai
villages in Pandharkawada
Forest Reserve.

Apart from killing an elder-
ly woman, the man eater had
also attacked another person, but
he escaped with injuries. The
tigress had also attacked cattle.

In  a well-planned opera-
tion, the tigress  was darted and
captured successfully by the
state forest officials on
Wednesday, following the pro-
tocols of the National Tiger
Conservation Authority
(NTCA).
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ABlock Development
Council (BDC) Chairman

of Khag Budgam was shot dead
in cold blood by 'unidentified'
terrorists near his ancestral
home at Dalwash village in the
Central Kashmir’s Budgam dis-
trict late Wednesday evening.

The public representative
was identified as Bhupinder
Singh by the local police author-
ities. He was not accompanied
by his personal security officers
at the time of the deadly attack,
official sources claimed.

A senior police officer in
Srinagar said, the BDC chair-
man Bhupinder Singh left two
PSOs in police station Khag and
left for ancestral home alone
without informing Station
House Officer Khag.

Local reports said, “Singh
used to stay at Aloochibagh
Srinagar and had gone to Khag
for some work”. Local political
workers said Singh  had con-
tested election independently
but  was supported by PDP.

Mainstream politicians in
Kashmir valley condemned the
targeted killing of BDC chair-
man. Former Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah tweeted,”
Mainstream grass root political
workers are easy targets for mil-
itants and unfortunately in
recent years the threat to them
has  only increased”.
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The police ought to be the
natural, visible and trust-
ed representative of the
Government to immedi-
ately address any con-

cern or perceived danger by the cit-
izenry. Personnel are expected to be
accessible, unbiased and positively
interventionist to address any cri-
sis. Maintenance of “law and order”
is their foremost function. In a
wounded and increasingly polarised
society like India, where the soci-
etal faultlines and suspicions run
deep, it is only the supposedly apo-
litical and “independent” institu-
tions like the police that can theo-
retically rein in violent tempers, pas-
sion and hatred unleashed by those
who have vested interest in keeping
the societal pot boiling. From con-
trolling secessionist movements,
insurgencies, civic/communal riots,
vandalism, traffic, mob control,
theft, crime etc — the laundry list
of policing duties is unforgivingly
long. Many individuals from the
policing forces across the country
have distinguished themselves with
supreme courage, conduct and dig-
nity to uphold the lofty motto of
Satyameva Jayate (Truth alone
Triumphs). However, collectively
the institutional image of the police
in the public consciousness is far
from the desired levels of probity,
independence and empathic moor-
ings. 

Over the last few decades, the
spectre of communal riots in 1984,
2002 or even the latest communal
riots in February in Delhi, have
raised serious questions about the
institution’s conduct. Almost always,
the standard concerns of partisan
preferences, apathetic behaviour,
dilly-dallying and capitulation have
dominated the post-mortem of
each of these strifes with all ruling
national and State parties guilty of
complicity in the same, whenever
in power. The convenience, lure and
utility of a beholden police force
make for incalculable comfort for
those in power, who ensure that the
plethora of police reform commit-
tee reports over the years continues
gathering dust. Various reform
committees, led by Prakash Singh,
Soli Sorabjee, VA Malimath, K
Padmanabhaiah and JF Ribeiro,
have attempted to professionalise
and rescue the institution from the
clutches of vested interests, but bar-
ring minor changes triggered by the
Supreme Court’s intervention, the
essential narrative and outcome
remain the same.

The recent 17,000-page
chargesheet by the Delhi Police,
that has named 15 people under
the sections of the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act, of the
Indian Penal Code and Arms
Act, has re-ignited the debate of
institutional credibility. The
father of the “All-India
Administrative Services” (of
which the Indian Police Service
is an integral part), Sardar Patel,
famously said, “…these people
are the instrument. Remove
them and I see nothing, but a
picture of chaos all over the
country.” While the policing
institution was certainly not
removed, it did not live up to the
expectations as the larger picture
of civic chaos, corruption and
deteriorating law and order is
attributable, to an extent, on its
conduct. 

Already the harsher insur-
gencies have been essentially
outsourced by the State Police to
the Indian Army or to the
Central Armed Police Forces.
The frequency at which the
Army is requisitioned to conduct
flag-marches, control civic disor-
der or handle natural disasters
does not show the State Police
forces in a glowing light. 

The significance of Delhi in
the national imagination, owing
to its status as the capital of the
nation, makes Delhi Police the
cynosure of administrative effi-
cacy. From the offices of the
Central Government, Supreme
Court, foreign embassies, mul-
tilateral organisations to the
sprawling metropolis of 17 mil-
lion residents — the responsibil-

ity and privilege of maintaining
Shanti Sewa Nyaya (Peace,
Service, Justice) is on the largest
metropolitan police service in the
world. Despite over 80,000 per-
sonnel, Delhi Police is clearly
overstretched with over 25 per
cent of its staff committed to VIP
duties and securing large-scale
events that are typical to any cap-
ital city — leaving too few, to
handle the restive city effective-
ly. It has the unwanted distinc-
tion of having the maximum
number of complaints regis-
tered against its own personnel.
Frequent accusations of inaction,
corruption and even collusion
further mar the perception. The
institutional rifts within were
apparent from a very public
and embarrassing siege of its
headquarters by thousands of
police personnel revolting and
complaining against their own
senior officers last year. The
oddity of Delhi Police coming
under the jurisdiction of the
Ministry of Home Affairs, as
opposed to the elected Delhi
Government, has been a con-
stant bone of contention for
successive regimes. The implied
concern is the plausible political
influence exerted on the Delhi
Police by the Central
Government. While there are
good functional reasons for this,
as is done in major metropolitan
police forces of global capitals,
the concerns of undue political
influence are increasingly hard to
ignore.

Irrespective of the
Governments in power, the nar-
rative has been disconcerting.

The Delhi High Court had noted
about the 1984 riots, “Though
we boast of being the world’s
largest democracy and Delhi
being its national Capital, the
sheer mention of the incidents of
1984 anti-Sikh riots in general
and the role played by Delhi
Police and state machinery in
particular makes our heads hang
in shame in the eyes of the world
polity.” It is that lingering senti-
ment of kowtowing to the pow-
ers-that-be that has again sullied
the optics accompanying the
chargesheet pertaining to the
Delhi riots. Indeed, the perpetra-
tors and instigators of such vio-
lence are rarely one-sided, but the
posited optics of a virtual clean
chit to one side of the protesters
raises extremely dangerous and
political portents for the policing
institution, as also for the nation.
Importantly, the Commissioner
of Delhi Police has clarified that
they, “had questioned persons
without regard to their religion
and party affiliation.” Yet some
hard data continues fanning
concerns. Delhi Police’s recent
campaign of Dil ki Police (Police
with Heart) — with a heart
replacing the ‘o’ in Police — has
to go beyond slick slogans and
denials as the chargesheet could
have reflected a more nuanced
diversity of purported arsonists.
Now, eyes are on Delhi Police to
uphold Shanti Sewa Nyaya,
“without regard to religion and
party affiliation” as was con-
firmed by its Commissioner. 

(The writer, a military vet-
eran, is a former Lt Governor of
Andaman & Nicobar Islands)
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Sir — Japan welcomed its newly
elected Prime Minister Yoshihide
Suga, replacing Shinzo Abe, who
stepped down due to ill health
after nearly eight years in office.
India and Japan have had strong
relations with the latter funding
80 per cent of the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad bullet train project
through a soft loan of � 79,000
crore at an interest rate of 0.1 per
cent, with a tenure stretching
over 50 years and a moratorium
period of 15 years. Now the onus
of continuing the relation lies on
Suga. Only time will tell if he will
be successful in continuing Abe’s
legacy. 

Rahul Chouhan
Ujjain

��
���������	���
Sir — Eighteen Opposition par-
ties wrote to the President urg-
ing him not to sign the farm Bills
passed in the Parliament. In the
letter, the parties brought to his
attention how the process was an
“absolute and total murder of
democracy, ironically in the
most hallowed temple of democ-
racy, Parliament.” After the dis-
appointing show of arrogance by

the Government, the President
should return the Bills and
uphold the sanctity of the con-
stitution.

Bhagwan Thadani
Mumbai

���
�����������	���
Sir — India and China have
agreed to stop sending more
troops to their respective sides of

Line of Actual Control (LAC) in
eastern Ladakh. The major deci-
sion taken during the sixth
round of talks between the two
countries came as a whiff of fresh
air. However, various media
houses have reported that China
has doubled its total number of
air bases near LAC, upgrading its
military infrastructure. It is time
for China to realise that escalat-
ing tension at the LAC would be

counter-productive. Can it let the
US get more support from the
region?

KV Seetharamaiah
Hassan

���
������������	��
Sir — As per the data compiled
by the Ministry of Labour and
Employment, more than one
crore migrant labourers returned

to their home States on foot dur-
ing March and June. This also
includes those who travelled
during the lockdown. As per pro-
visional available information,
81,385 accidents occurred on the
roads (including national high-
ways) during the said period with
29,415 fatalities. Now that the
Government has the data on the
number of deaths, it should
ensure compensation for the
families of the deceased. It can-
not say there is no data.

Najibullah 
Mumbai

��������������������
Sir — As Indian garment
exports face stiff competition
from neighbouring countries,
encouraging the handloom sec-
tor can help revive the industry.
Showcasing products with
unique designs and skills can
attract considerable attention of
the international buyers. The
Government should make it
compulsory for every licensed
textile mill to set up a handloom
unit in its compound. 

Madhu Agrawal
Chandni Chowk
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The 12-hour military commander-level
meeting, the first after the five-point con-
sensus at Moscow, has once again ended

with all indicators pointing towards a stalemate.
India, on its part, is buoyed with the brilliant pre-
emptive tactical actions on August 29-30, lead-
ing to gaining control of dominating tactical fea-
tures on our side of the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) on the southern bank of Pangong Tso. This
was followed by readjustments of defences on the
northern bank, gaining domination over the
Fingers area where the Chinese have transgressed
and are unwilling to restore status quo antebel-
lum. 

The manoeuvres of the Indian Army have
empowered the Indian negotiators to hold par-
leys from a position of strength. However,
China, through its mouthpiece, Global Times, and
other State-owned and controlled media, remains
in constant denial mode, blaming India instead
for the current military stand-off. Despite the
Chinese claims, Xi Jinping, the Chinese President
and strongman, is acknowledged globally as the
aggressor in pursuance of his cherished dream
of becoming the strongest and the most power-
ful world leader.

The Indian stand so far has been determined,
consistent and firm. India has outrightly reject-
ed the Chinese suggestion of “meeting halfway.”
India rightly insists on its demand of “first-in,
first-out,” considering the fact that it was the
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) troops who vio-
lated the established agreements and protocols
and made multi-pronged transgressions into our
territory in eastern Ladakh in early May. The PLA
is also guilty of not adhering to the decisions
arrived at during the first Corps Commanders
meeting on June 5 for de-escalation and dis-
engagement, leading to the ugly clashes at
Galwan. 

The Galwan clashes, resulting in fatalities on
both sides, made India and the world realise that
it was a well-planned cartographic aggression by
the Chinese with the express consent of the
Central Military Commission (CMC) led by Xi.
The obstinate attitude displayed by the Chinese
thereafter proves beyond doubt that the final
decision will also be taken by none other than
Xi whose “China dream” and personal ambition
are stake.

Xi is a career politician, privileged to have
been born with a “Red spoon” in his mouth. His
father, Xi Zhongxun, was “Red royalty”, a hero
of the Communist revolution who later fell out
with Mao Zedong, according to Ananth
Krishnan, an acknowledged China-watcher.
After the purging of his father, Xi was shifted to
rural China from the privileged living in Central
Beijing, the area earmarked for the then Chinese
elite. Xi struggled thereafter to enter the youth
wing of the Communist Party and the final accep-
tance into the party is well-documented and an
example of focussed determination, perseverance
and hardship. Despite being born into the “Red
royalty,” he was not parachuted to the top and
had to struggle his way through at every stage.
His initial background and subsequent struggle
to rise to power had made him ambitious and
adamant. 

Xi took over the reins of the party when it
was in a disarray. He, therefore, began to con-

solidate his power and gradually
became all-powerful through com-
plete centralisation of authority. He
brought to an end the “collective lead-
ership” system in the Communist Party
of China (CPC). He not only managed
to gain hold of all the top three posts
in China but also had a resolution
passed for abolishing the President’s
term limit, enabling him to rule indef-
initely. This act of his has not gone
down well with the young and aspiring
leaders within the CPC who see a dark
future for them with bleak chances of
rising to the top. Like all authoritarian
leaders, Xi, too, has a fair number of dis-
sidents and domestic opponents.

During his consolidation of power
among other things, he has relied a lot
upon emphasis on ideology and nation-
alism. Xi believes that the communist
ideology must prevail upon every-
thing else among the Chinese populace.
The “3 W” strategy enunciated for the
PLA is aimed at promoting and ensur-
ing compliance of the ideology. 

The PLA, as is well-known, is not
a national army but the army of the
CPC. Moreover, Xi’s reliance on the
indoctrinated cadre of the United
Front Work Department over career
diplomats, while appointing ambas-
sadors to South Asian and other target
countries, indicates his preference for
ideology over diplomacy to carry for-
ward his pet Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) project. Xi has also given a new
image of aggressiveness and assertive-
ness to the Chinese diplomacy through
“wolf warrior” diplomats. He wants to
be recognised as the most powerful
Chinese leader by challenging the
supremacy of the American President.

To fulfil his ambition and imbibe
nationalism, Xi has announced his

roadmap in what is referred to as the
“China Dream.” 

“President Xi’s dream is of a
stronger nation with a strong military,”
according to Liu Mingfu, a retired
Chinese colonel and author. The under-
lying idea behind the “China Dream”
is to restore the ex-Middle Kingdom’s
glory and regain the Chinese suprema-
cy through expansionism. It is also
aimed at minimising internal dissension
through national unity. Xi’s ambition is
to make China not only stronger but
assertive as well. This is a very critical
year for Xi in his roadmap for realis-
ing the “China Dream” by 2049, the
centenary year of the People’s Republic
of China. There are two intermediary
goalposts in 2021 and 2025. This year
is the launchpad for 2021, the 100th
anniversary of the CPC.  Xi had
promised the nation that by 2020 he
would ensure poverty relief by bring-
ing all Chinese above the poverty line
and strengthen national defence and the
Chinese armed forces.

However, the Chinese economy
had begun to show a downward trend
in 2019 itself when China’s growth
dropped to its slowest pace in nearly
three decades. With the outbreak of the
Covid-19 pandemic, Xi was certain that
he would not be able to meet his
promised economic targets in 2020.
Despite the bold face being put up by
China, it is certain that its economy is
undergoing a crisis. The banking sys-
tem is the worst-hit, with growing
unemployment and disrupted global
supply chains adding to the pressure.

The centralisation works well as
long as the going is good. But in times
of crisis, many dissenting voices are
raised. Xi is now facing a similar situ-
ation at home. As is evident, nothing

moves in China without his approval or
consent. Xi has obviously failed to meet
his promised economic targets to
remove poverty and is facing a huge
challenge to his authority. Any pullback
at this time by the PLA troops will be
viewed as a defeat for China, thus negat-
ing his second goalpost as well of a
stronger military. 

Can Xi at this juncture afford to
take this risk and relent? That is why
the Chinese media is talking of a “long
haul” through the winters. Xi’s calcu-
lation is based on the premise that a
prolonged deployment would affect the
Indian economy more than the Chinese
one. He is mistaken. India stands unit-
edly to safeguard its territorial integri-
ty and would not yield till China
vacates from the transgressed areas. On
the other hand, he is faced with grow-
ing dissension at home.

Despite the propaganda unleashed
by the State-controlled media of the
invincibility of the PLA forces, Xi is
uncertain of an assured victory. Even
a stalemate would be viewed as an
Indian victory and a Chinese failure.
There is no dearth of dissenters at home
waiting for his failure and ensure that
he doesn’t get a second chance. Xi is
faced with a dilemma of relent or
retreat. Knowing the ambitious persona
of Xi, he is unlikely to yield ground to
his dissenters so easily. Rather than
being forced to resign, he would pre-
fer to relent at an opportune time and
order the PLA to vacate. How and when
is a matter of negotiations and timing.
Meanwhile, India should not dither
under any circumstances.

(The author is a Jammu-based vet-
eran, political commentator and  secu-
rity and strategic analyst. The views
expressed are personal.)
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The Coronavirus pandemic has
prompted billions to seek shel-
ter in their homes as countries

across the world have gone into lock-
downs at different times and in many
phases. Although doing so has checked
the spread of the virus to a certain
extent, it has not slowed the progres-
sion of other diseases. Therefore, the
need to find innovative ways to stem
and treat such diseases grows daily and
for many countries, telemedicine has
provided a cheap and practical way to
meet this need. 

It is a quintessential example of the
Fourth Industrial Revolution in action
and is an area in which India has
already demonstrated its ability to lead.

Few interventions are as conducive to
piloting ambitious telemedicine in
India than tobacco cessation and
there are three reasons for this.

First, as the Foundation for a
Smoke-Free World’s India Report
shows, tobacco use is widely prevalent
in the country and its results are dev-
astating. There are nearly 270 million
adult users of tobacco in India. Experts
estimate that tobacco use is responsi-
ble for nearly 10 per cent of all deaths
in the country and the resulting eco-
nomic burden amounts to more than
one per cent of the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP). This figure rises
when we consider the economic toll
of tobacco-related disability and other
indirect costs. Ultimately, the burden
of tobacco use constrains healthcare,
particularly for the poor. 

Second, many of those most
affected by tobacco use live in places
with few specialists to provide cessa-
tion services. The shortage of health-
care providers is acute in these regions
where brick-and-mortar clinics are few
and far in between. India already suf-
fers from a shortage of healthcare
providers, with only one doctor for

every 1,400 people and only one hos-
pital bed for every 2,000 people (well
below the World Health Organisation’s
recommended norms). 

Third, unlike many other medical
conditions, treating tobacco addiction
and diagnosing its sequelae, such as
oral cancers, can often be done
remotely. Tobacco cessation is predi-
cated on counselling for behaviour,
which can be effectively delivered via
telemedicine platforms. India has
more cases of oral cancer than any-
where else in the world due to the pop-
ularity of smokeless tobacco products
in the country.

The scale of tobacco use and its
resulting harms, its disproportionate toll
on those in rural areas and the ability
to effectively treat it and diagnose many
of its sequelae make it a natural con-
tender for telemedicine. However,
some structural changes are required to
successfully integrate telemedicine in
the healthcare sector’s arsenal.
Specifically, the three “Ds” — doctors,
diagnostics and data —   require
redoubled focus in this context. The
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare’s
recently-notified Telemedicine Practice

Guidelines provide a scope for regis-
tered medical professionals (RMPs) to
familiarise themselves with telemedi-
cine. The guidelines include instruc-
tions for RMPs to maintain digital
records of patients, including evaluation
and management reports.

Doctors may still require guidance
to select appropriate software and
technology that can help streamline
these tasks. Though specialised digital
applications to facilitate cessation are
available, doctor awareness is the key
to unfetter their use-case. Additionally,
issues of medical ethics and liabilities
need to be addressed, to build patient
trust.

The second critical area is invest-
ments in diagnostics. Recent experi-
ments with tele-diagnostic services in
Maharashtra have enabled the use of
photos to detect early cases of oral can-
cer and identify at-risk patients. This
ensures that RMPs can make clinical
evaluations to identify early onset of dis-
eases to reduce the time between diag-
nosis and treatment. 

The country requires similar inter-
ventions that leverage the combination
of widespread smartphone access and
state-of-the art diagnostics. But scale
requires private sector investments,
based on a profitable business model. 

Diagnostics capabilities can likely be
bolstered through hub-and-spoke
telemedicine models to ensure access to
larger markets at reduced rates of ser-
vice distribution. Moreover, the use of
Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Machine
Learning (ML) to augment diagnostic
capabilities of physicians can also reduce
healthcare costs. Studies estimated that
the use of this model to treat stroke
patients can reduce costs by 10 per cent. 

India’s fragmented healthcare
ecosystem has multiple public, private,
and individual healthcare providers.

Therefore, it is often a challenge for
healthcare professionals to maintain
robust medical records. Even when they
do, such records are not easily portable,
and patients rarely get timely access.
Digitisation of health records can help
doctors administer appropriate treat-
ment and create a knowledge bank that
will help officials understand trends in
public health, such as the burden of
tobacco use. 

It is important that such solutions
are designed as open data ecosystems,
subject to user audits and not as vulner-
able single points of failure. Studies indi-
cate that high, out-of-pocket expendi-
ture on healthcare pushes around 32-39
million citizens below the poverty line
every year. 

Telemedicine services offer an
opportunity to leapfrog traditional con-
straints to quality healthcare. The three
“Ds” offer the means to unlock such
potential and reduce the healthcare bur-
den that is a consequence of widespread
tobacco use.

(Shah is research manager at the
Foundation for a Smoke-Free World and
Sharan is, partner, Koan Advisory Group.
The views expressed are personal.)
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Kathmandu: A civil society
group in Nepal has launched
protests against China for
allegedly constructing build-
ings on the country’s territory
in Humla district, according to
media reports on Wednesday.

The activists chanted slo-
gans such as “Return Nepal’s
land” and “stop Chinese expan-
sionism,” it said.

According to media
reports here, China has alleged-
ly constructed 11 buildings on
the Nepalese territory in the
Humla district bordering Tibet.
The disputed area lies in
Lampcha village of Namkha
Rural Municipality in Humla
district. 

Beijing has maintained that
the constructions were carried
out on the Chinese side of the
border.

The reports also said that
Pillar Number 11 that defined

the Nepal-China boundary was
missing from the area.

“There was just a hut in the
area in 2005,” Dattaraj Hamal,
assistant chief district officer of
Humla who visited the disput-
ed area recently, was quoted as
saying by The Kathmandu Post.

“I talked to the people
there and reported to the chief
district officer,” Hamal said. “e
in turn reported to the Home
Ministry. He now has gone to
the area as per the Home
Ministry’s instructions.”

Chakka Bahadur Lama, a
Member of Parliament from
Humla, said that as long as
both sides do not ascertain the
location of the missing pillar,
the dispute will continue. On
Tuesday, a Nepalese delegation
led by Chief District Officer of
Humla had reached the area to
talk to Chinese officials, My
Republica reported. PTI 

Beijing: China on Tuesday
lashed out at the passage of a bill
by the US House of
Representatives that threatens
sanctions over the alleged use of
forced labor in China’s Xinjiang
region, calling the accusation a
lie.

Foreign ministry
spokesman Wang Wenbin said
the bill “maliciously slandered
the human rights situation in
Xinjiang” and sought to curb
development and progress in
the region while stirring up eth-
nic divisions and interfering in
China’s internal affairs.

“The so-called problem of
forced labor is totally a lie fab-
ricated by some organizations
and personnel in the United
States and the West,” Wang told
reporters at a daily briefing.

The House voted 406-3 to
declare that any goods produced
in Xinjiang are presumptively
made with the forced labor of
detained Uighurs and other
ethnic minorities, and therefore
banned from being imported to
the U.S.

If enacted into law, it could
force companies to avoid a
region that products 80% of the
cotton in China, one of the
world’s top producers of the
fiber, as well as tomatoes and
manufactured goods.

Members of Congress say
the measure is needed to press
China to stop a campaign that
has resulted in the detention of
more than 1 million Uighurs
and other predominantly
Muslim ethnic groups under
brutal conditions. AP

Washington: US President
Donald Trump has termed
Senator Kamala Harris as
“grossly incompetent,” saying
he was surprised when his
Democratic rival Joe Biden
picked her as his running mate
in the November 3 presidential
election.

Ms Harris, 55, is the first-
ever Black, African-American
and Indian-American woman
to be the vice-presidential can-
didate of a major political
party.

“I was surprised to learn
when Joe Biden selected
(Kamala) Harris as his running
mate. Believe it or not, it’s true
she is rated the most liberal
person in Congress. I think
she’s grossly incompetent I’ll be

honest with you,” Donald
Trump said during a rally in
Pennsylvania.

Donald Trump, a
Republican, said during the
Democratic primaries no one
treated Joe Biden as badly as
Ms Harris.

“Also, Harris was dropped
out of the Democratic Party’s
presidential race as her popu-
larity ratings dipped low,” he
said.

Former vice president
Biden has defended Ms Harris,
saying she is smart, tested and
prepared. “She (Kamala Harris)
is smart. She is tested. She is
prepared,” Mr Biden said dur-
ing a virtual fundraiser event
with Ms Harris.

“The way she talks about

her mom, her immigrant story
that started Indian. It’s one of
the things that really stood out
to me. We both talked about
our moms. My mom was all
about sacrifice and communi-
ty and how much they sacri-
ficed for both of us, my mom
and hers. And I know the
pride you feel in her nomina-
tion,” Mr Biden said.

Ms Harris, who is busy
campaigning in various parts of
America, on Tuesday distrib-
uted yard signs to supporters
who drive by parade-style and
spoke at a voter mobilisation
event in Detroit.

She also launched
Michigan’s “Shop Talk” pro-
gramme at Headliners
Barbershop in Detroit.
“Everything’s at stake,” Ms
Harris told a woman as she
made a brief stop at a woman-
owned cold pressed juice com-
pany in Michigan.
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Washington: House
Democrats are proposing a
sweeping bill to curb presi-
dential abuses, a pitch to vot-
ers weeks ahead of Election
Day as they try to defeat
President Donald Trump, cap-
ture the Senate from
Republicans and keep their
House majority.

The legislation, a wide-
ranging package of new and
revised bills,  will be
announced Wednesday morn-
ing by the heads of seven
House committees. 

It would, among other
measures, limit the president’s
pardon power, strengthen
laws to ban presidents from
receiving gifts or payments
from foreign governments,
better protect independent
agency watchdogs and
whistleblowers from firing or
retribution and require better
reporting by campaigns of

foreign election interference.
Each of the bill’s provisions is
a response to actions by
Trump or his administration
that Democrats saw as abus-
es of presidential power. 

It builds on an elections
and ethics reform package
from House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi that the House passed
soon after Democrats
assumed the majority in 2019.

“Since taking office,
President Trump has placed
his own personal and politi-
cal interests above the nation-
al interest by protecting and
enriching himself, targeting
his political opponents, seek-
ing foreign interference in
our elections, eroding trans-
parency, seeking to end
accountability, and otherwise
abusing the power of his
office,” the committee chair-
men and chairwomen said in
a joint statement. AP
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Taliban prisoners who were
released by the Afghan gov-
ernment as a condition for
peace talks have taken up arms
again, top official Abdullah
Abdullah said Tuesday.

Abdullah, who chairs
Afghanistan’s High Council for
National Reconciliation and is
overseeing the government’s
peace efforts, said discussions
with the Taliban in Qatar so far
have been positive.

However, he said some —
though not the majority — of
the 5,000 Taliban prisoners
released by the government as
a condition for talks had
resumed the fight against
Kabul.

“I do know that some have
returned to the battlefield,
which is a violation of the
agreement that they had made,”
Abdullah said during an online
conference with the US
Council on Foreign Relations.

Abdullah said talks

between the two sides had
begun in Doha on a positive
note, as the delegations build
some familiarity with each
other.

Yet the level of violence
inside Afghanistan has not
fallen, and he called on the
United States, which launched
the peace process with its own
deal with the Taliban, and
Pakistan, which maintains ties
to the insurgents, to pressure
them to agree to a ceasefire.

“Unfortunately, so far, the
level of violence is very high
and to a level that is not accept-
able for the people,” Abdullah
said.

“I repeat my call to the
Taliban themselves and also to
all partners who have any
leverage over the Taliban to
press on that point.”

Abdullah said he planned
to visit Pakistan in the coming
days for the first time since
2008. AFP
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Beijing: The US is guilty of
“obstructing” the global fight
against emissions, China said
Wednesday, as Beijing seized
the climate agenda by vowing
to go carbon neutral by 2060 —
a target welcomed by environ-
mentalists despite its patchy
detail.

The goals, which include a
pledge to reach peak emissions
in 2030, are still the most con-
crete yet announced by China,
which is the world’s biggest pol-
luter and accounts for a quar-
ter of the planet’s greenhouse
gas blamed for rising temper-

atures.
They also open a new

divergence in relations with the
US, which are already pinched
by squabbles over trade, tech,
defence and human rights.

Speaking to the UN
General Assembly, Chinese
President Xi Jinping on
Tuesday renewed his support
for the Paris climate accord and
called for a green focus as the
world recovers from the Covid-
19 crisis.

Under President Donald
Trump, the United States — the
world’s second-largest polluter

— pulled out of the agreement,
blaming China for the stalled
momentum on tackling glob-
al emissions.

“This clearly... seriously
obstructs the progress of reduc-
ing global emissions and pro-
moting green, low-carbon
development,” China’s foreign
ministry spokesman Wang
Wenbin said in a statement on
Wednesday.

“What qualifications does
such a country have to criticise
China,” he asked, citing
America’s hunger for plastics
and its export of waste. AFP

=�������������������#������������
�&������������&����������9�$����

��������������������
������������##���������������������"������"�����������3�##���+� ������*�"���"��� !�

Paris: The Eiffel Tower was
evacuated for several hours on
Wednesday after police received
a call suggesting a bomb had
been placed there.

The Paris monument had
been searched and no explosives
found, a police spokeswoman
said. It reopened at about 2.25
p.m (1225 GMT). Several hun-
dred people, including tourists,
restaurant staff and workmen
were led away from the tower in
the late morning. AFP
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Paris: France’s defence minis-
ter has admitted to misleading
the nation about virus protec-
tions for air force personnel
who evacuated French citizens
from the hard-hit Chinese city
of Wuhan and have been sus-
pected of links to France’s first
confirmed COVID-19 cluster.

The revelation on Tuesday
by Defence Minister Florence
Parly to a Senate investigating
committee is a further blow to
the credibility of French
President Emmanuel Macron’s
government as it battles
rebounding infections.

Health Minister Olivier
Veran is expected to announce
new restrictions on gatherings
Wednesday as the numbers of
virus cases and hospitalisa-
tions mount.

As China locked down the
city of Wuhan in January, the

French government started
repatriation flights for French
citizens there. One such flight
returned to France from
Wuhan on January 31, operat-
ed by 18 military personnel
based in Creil, in the Oise
region north of Paris, the
defense minister said.

In February, regional
health authorities announced a
virus cluster in the Oise region,
and the first cases in France
with no clear link to cases in
China or Italy. Within weeks,
France’s coronavirus case count
had skyrocketed and the nation
was in a lockdown.

With over 31,400 con-
firmed virus-related deaths,
France has the third-highest
death toll in Europe after
Britain and Italy. France is
now reporting about 10,000
new infections a day. AP

United Nations: Saudi Arabia’s
King Salman used his speech
before the UN General
Assembly on Wednesday to
stress his country’s Islamic
roots and slam rival, Iran.

Reading from a piece of
paper and seated at a desk
under a large portrait of his
father, King Abdulaziz, the
monarch reiterated the sacred
role of Islam in Saudi Arabia,
which Muslims believe was
revealed to the Prophet
Muhammad more than 1,400
years ago in the mountainous
caves of Mecca.

He touted the kingdom’s
role as president of the G-20
this year, and the billions of
dollars in humanitarian aid
Saudi Arabia gave to countries
around the world in past
decades.

He refrained from criticiz-
ing the recent deals struck by
the United Arab Emirates and
Bahrain to establish ties with
Israel, but stressed the kingdom
remains committed to the Arab
Peace Initiative that offers Israel
full ties with Arab states in
exchange for concessions that
lead to a Palestinian state. He

also said Saudi Arabia wel-
comes US efforts at resolving
the crisis.

He said the Middle East
has been suffering from major
political and security chal-
lenges, blaming Iran for much
of the region’s instability. He
accused the Iran-backed
Hezbollah group in Lebanon of
sowing the political disarray
that has been ultimately blamed
for the devastating explosion at
Beirut’s port last month.

He said Saudi Arabia has
tried to extend its hand over the
years to Iran, “but to no avail.” 

He blamed Iran for target-
ing Saudi oil facilities last year,
saying: “It demonstrated that
this regime has total disregard
for the stability of the global
economy or stability of oil
supplies to international mar-
kets.”

The 84-year-old monarch’s
prerecorded remarks make
him only the second Saudi
king to deliver a speech to the
world assembly. The only other
Saudi monarch to do so was his
late brother, King Saud, in
1957 at the UN headquarters
in New York. AP
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The Government has pro-
posed to formulate a

National Retail Trade Policy
and stakeholder consultations
are being held for the same,
Parliament was informed on
Wednesday.

In a written reply in the
Rajya Sabha, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
said that the government has
set up a National Traders’
Welfare Board with the objec-
tives of welfare of traders and
their employees, simplification
of the Acts and rules applica-
ble to traders, reduction of
compliance burden and
improvement in access to
funds. 

“Yes. The government
proposes to formulate National
Retail Trade Policy,” he said in
reply to a question. 

Replying to a separate
question, he said the govern-
ment is in the process of final-
ising a National Logistics Policy
which will help bring down
logistics cost significantly.

He also said 24 sub-sectors

(such as agro-food processing,
steel, agro chemicals, electron-
ics products, furniture, leather,
auto parts and textiles) in man-
ufacturing have been identified
in consultation with industry
based on export potential,
import substitution and
employment generation capac-
ity, where attention would be
given to make India a self-
reliant country and a global
supplier.

In another reply, the min-
ister informed the Upper

House that Make in India is
now focusing on 27 sectors
under Make in India 2.0.

“ D P I I T
(Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal Trade)
is coordinating action plans for
15 manufacturing sectors, such
as aerospace and defence, food
processing, capital goods,
leather, pharmaceutical and
medical devices, etc, while the
Department of Commerce is
coordinating for 12 service
sectors,” he added.
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The Government has sweet-
ened the deal to privatise

state-owned power distribu-
tions operations in Union
Territories as 100 per cent
equity holding will be sold
only in financially viable utili-
ties while it will retain 26 per
cent stake in weaker discoms
expected to have continued
need for subsidised retail tar-
iffs.

Also, the power purchase
agreement (PPAs) of only bet-
ter performing discoms having
retail tariffs that cover the cost
of power purchase will be
assigned to the purchaser.
Discoms making losses on sale
on power will continue to be
supported by the state-owned
entity for a specified period
even after equity transfer to a
private entity.

“The draft standard bid-
ding document finalised for
privatisation of discoms in
UTs has laid emphasis on giv-
ing a commercially attractive
deal to investors. This is

expected to attract better val-
uations for discoms,” said a
government official asking not
to be named.

The provisions in the draft
bidding document means that
privatisation of discoms in say,
the UT of Jammu and Kashmir,
will continue to have a role of
state agencies to meet the sub-
sidy needs of the consumers.
There is a gap of Rs 2.12 per
unit in the average cost of
supply and the average cost of
realisation in J&K while the
aggregate transmission and
commercial (AT&C) losses in
the state are staggering 47.85
per cent.

As part of the
Aatmnirbhar Bharat
announcements, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
on May 16 announced the pri-
vatisation of power distribu-
tion companies (discoms) in
the UTs, including Jammu &
Kashmir, amid the Covid-19
crisis. She said that this will set
a model for adoption of sim-
ilar reforms initiatives in
states.

New Delhi: Although fresh
insolvency proceedings were
suspended in May for a period
of six months to help compa-
nies weather the coronavirus
pandemic, ongoing proceed-
ings continued and as many as
24 companies were ordered to
go in for liquidation by NCLT
benches across the country in
about two months after the
nationwide lockdown was
imposed.

As many as 19 of these
companies were defunct,
according to the data of the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Board of India (IBBI).

The total admitted amount
of the companies was �9,302.82
crore, and the total liquidation
value was just 8.6 per cent of
the total admitted amount at
�803.89 crore, the data showed.
Data of some of the companies,
including admitted dues and
liquidation were not available.

Three corporate debtors
which were ordered for liqui-
dation as a going concern, or
which were not defunct, were
Bhatia Global Trading Private
Ltd, Lotus Auto Engineering
Private Ltd and Vintron
Communication Private Ltd.

Bhatia Global Trading was
ordered for liquidation by the
Ahmedabad bench of the
NCLT on May 29 while the
New Delhi bench ordered the
same for Lotus Auto
Engineering and Vintron
Communication on June 1 and
8, respectively. The admitted
claims for Bhatia Global
Trading amounted to �1273.93
crore while the liquidation
value was �250.92 crore. 

IANS
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The GST Council is likely to
approve a two-year exten-

sion of compensation cess levy
on goods and services to allow
Centre to pay entire shortfall in
GST tax collection by states
expected till June 2022.

Sources in the Government
said that with 21 states express-
ing their preference for the
Borrowing Option-1 proposed
by the Centre to meet the GST
compensation needs of states
this year, the next course of
action would extend the peri-
od of cess levy beyond five year
GST transition period that
ends in June 2022.

As the Council is likely to
adopt the compensation for-
mula suggested by t he Centre
in the difficult year of Covid-

19 pandemic, sources said it
may also decide how long
compensation cess levy should
be extended to clear all dues to
states.

“A two-year extension of
cess is the most likely outcome
of the Council cil meeting
scheduled on October 5.
However, the council may
decide to adopt compensation
formula for FY21 in the next
meeting and defer decision on
cess extension till a more
appropriate study of the issue
is done,” sources quoted earli-
er said.

Under the existing GST
Act compensation for shortfall
in GST collection over an
agreed formula is payable by
the centre for the first five years
of the operations of new tax
system from July 2017 to June
2022. This is paid through col-
lection made on account of cess
levy on certain goods and ser-
vices.

The term of the cess is co-
terminus with compensation
liability with the Centre. So, the
Council should withdraw cess

also after completion of five
years. But with Covid present-
ing different challenge before
the governments and h as lead
to states bleeding over GST col-
lections, the compensation
needs of the Centre has grown
manifold.

As cess could not cover this
high level of compensation
needs this year and may be next
year, there is talk of extending
the levy of cess beyond June
2022.

As per the Centre’s projec-
tion, the total amount expect-
ed to be collected from
Compensation cess would be to
the tune of Rs 65,000 crore in
fy21 while total compensation
payable to all states and union
territories may be to the tune
of Rs 3,00,000 crore. So there
is a total shortfall of Rs 2,35,000
crore expected this year.

The Centre wants this
shortfall be met through extra
borrowings under special dis-
pensation by the states while
their dues get settled after June
2022 by extending the com-
pensation cess levy.
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The Rail Land Development
Authority (RLDA) has

floated a Request for Proposal
(RFP) for leasing a land parcel
of 3,700 square meter in East
Tambaram in Chennai.

According to the RLDA
officials, the land parcel is
located along Bharathamadha
Street, near Tambaram
Sanatorium Flyover and is
located just 7 km away from the
airport, 3 km from the nearest
bus stand and 2 km from
Tambaram Railway Station
which is the third busiest sta-
tion and second-largest rev-
enue generator in Chennai.

The reserve price of the site
is Rs eight crore.

“It is permitted for uses
under Institutional Land Area
by CMDA for 45 years. An
online Pre-Bid conference was
hosted by RLDA on September
14 and elicited exceptionally

good response from developers
based in Chennai and nearby
metros,” an RLDA official said.

Ved Parkash Dudeja, Vice
Chairman of RLDA said that
bolstered by a spate of infra-
structural developments, the
growth of IT/ITes sector and a
robust infrastructure of retail
complexes, hospitals and
schools, Chennai has carved an
identity of a stable real estate
market.

“Being well-connected to
the railway station, bus stand
and airport, the site located in
East Tambaram, South
Chennai, has immense poten-
tial for institutional develop-
ment,” he said.

Dudeja also stressed that
the planned development on
the site will boost infrastructure
escalating prices of real estate
projects in the vicinity and her-
ald the socio-economic trans-
formation of the region.

According to RLDA, the

land parcel falls under the
jurisdiction of Metropolitan
Transport Corporation,
Chennai, Tambaram has
emerged as a prominent resi-
dential hub in South Chennai.

The site is owned by
Southern Railway and it is
surrounded by a lower mid-
end residential colony on the
east side of the site. It is per-
mitted for institutional devel-
opment and is also eligible for
the construction of high-rise
buildings.

The lessee will be mandat-
ed to provide buildings and
building services, civic ameni-
ties, vehicle parking for users
and visitors on surface and
basements, internal security,
roads and internal circulation
network, and landscaping on
the site. 

The lessee will be granted
marketing & sub-leasing rights
as per Terms and conditions of
Agreement.

Bengaluru: Karnataka is facing a finan-
cial crunch, evident from a record 255%
increase in its net debt for fiscal 2018-
19, an official said on Wednesday while
citing a Comptroller and Auditor
General  report.  “In its state finance
audit report, the CAG red-flagged that
Karnataka’s net debt was �17,766 crore
in 2018-19 financial year, a whopping
increase of 255% over the 2017-18 fis-
cal,” said the report, which was tabled in
the state legislature on Tuesday.A 6-day
Monsoon Session of the legislature
began on Monday after it was delayed
due to the Covid-induced lockdown and
surging virus cases across the southern
state.To meet the growing expenditure,
the previous Janata Dal-Secular (JD-S)-
Congress coalition Govt borrowed heav-
ily -- 55% of the debt from the open mar-
ket, 27 % from public account, 6 per cent
from national social security fund and
5 per cent from the central Govt.

IANS
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Taking advantage of low
prices in major oil-pro-

ducing centres in Saudi Arabia
and UAE, India has filled up its
strategic crude oil reserves to
meet its energy needs in times
of emergency and saved a neat
$685.11 million in the process.

It bought crude oil at an
average price of $19 per barrel
to fill its reserves in April and
May when prices reached an
all-time low while the US oil
touched negative price levels in
futures market.

The state-funded reserves
are meant to tide over short-
term supply disruptions and
will take care of India’s oil needs
for 9.5 days.

The country was already
holding half of its total 5.33
million tonnes oil reserves
capacity when the government
decided to take advantage of
the low crude prices.

India’s three petroleum

reserve caverns at
Visakhapatnam (1.33MT),
Mangaluru (1.5MT) and Padur
(2.5MT), managed by India
Strategic Petroleum Reserves
Ltd (ISPRL), are now full.

Another 6.5MT facility is
coming up at Padur in
Karnataka, and Chandikhole in
Jajpur.

Work on two more facility
at Bikaner in Rajasthan and
Rajkot in Gujarat will be initi-
ated soon. When complete,
these facilities will hold enough
oil to meet domestic require-

ments for over a month.
The oil ministry has also

told the ISPRL to identify new
sites so that the storage facili-
ty is increased to ensure oil
stock of 90-100 days for use in
an emergency at all times.

A large strategic oil reserve
capacity can benefit even more
from lower oil prices as these
lead to huge savings for the
exchequer.

The ISPRL has signed a
memorandum of understand-
ing with Abu Dhabi National
Oil Company (ADNOC) for
the lease of half of its 2.5 mil-
lion tonnes Padur facility. Last
year, it signed an MoU with
Saudi Aramco for the lease of
a quarter of Padur SPR.

The ISPRL has already
leased half of the 1.5 million
tonne capacity in Mangaluru
storage to ADNOC. It has also
filled its 1.03 million tonne
Vizag facility with Basra oil
from another OPEC producer,
Iraq.
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Benchmark indices pared
intra-day gains to end with

losses for the fifth straight ses-
sion on Wednesday as senti-
ment remained risk-averse
despite supportive cues from
global markets. 

Telecom and finance
counters witnessed robust sell-
ing, while gains in index heavy-
weights RIL and HDFC Bank
restricted the losses for the
benchmarks.

After opening on a posi-
tive note, the 30-share BSE
Sensex suddenly 

came under selling pres-
sure in afternoon trade, before
finally closing 65.66 points or
0.17 per cent lower at
37,668.42. Similarly, the NSE
Nifty shed 21.80 points or 0.20
per cent to close at 11,131.85. 

Bharti Airtel was the top
laggard in the Sensex pack,

tanking 7.89 per cent, a day
after Reliance Jio unveiled
aggressively priced post-paid
plans bundling data and sub-
scription to streaming ser-
vices. 

Tata Steel, IndusInd Bank,
NTPC, PowerGrid, ONGC,
TCS and Bajaj Finance were
among the other losers, tum-
bling as much as 3.46 per
cent.

On the other hand, Axis
Bank, HUL, Infosys, HDFC
Bank, Nestle India and Titan
led the winners’ chart with
gains of up to 1.82 per cent. 

Reliance Industries closed
0.83 per cent higher after the
company said global invest-
ment firm KKR will invest Rs
5,550 crore in its subsidiary
Reliance Retail Ventures Ltd
(RRVL) for 1.28 per cent equi-
ty stake. 

Global equities found
firmer ground following a
rebound on Wall Street, which
was once again led by technol-
ogy stocks. 

“Indian benchmark
indices traded in a tight range

before finally ending the day
with a negative bias. The uncer-
tainty and lack of direction was
clear in the market trend,

which was actually supported
by gains in RIL and HDFC
Bank. Banking index ended the
day slightly positive.  

�5���853C�8�258C
�'��'35&
�0'&��$88��7��$F
�'885���'7

1�!�����������������	���
���
����������
"60�1�6��

�&�0�����2��"!�/)��"#�����&0��)���� �!&�
�&
!�����!�$�
�!
�&$������

!���� 75!�%580�

Gold price declined on
Wednesday by �614 to

�50,750 per 10 grams in the
national capital amid lower
price for the yellow metal in
the international market,
according to HDFC
Securities. In the previous
trade, it had closed at �51,364
per 10 grams.  Silver also
tanked by �1,898 to �59,720
per kilogram from its previ-
ous close of�61,618 per kilo-
gram. “Spot gold prices for 24
carat in Delhi extended
decline by Rs 614...,” HDFC
Securities Senior Analyst
(Commodities) Tapan Patel
said.
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The rupee appreciated by
one paisa to close at 73.57

against the US dollar on
Wednesday as investors turned
cautious amid weak domestic
equities.

At the interbank forex
market, the rupee opened
weak at 73.59 against the
greenback and moved in a
close range in the day trade. It
finally settled 1 paisa higher at
73.57 against the US curren-
cy.  A strong dollar against
major currencies overseas put
pressure on the domestic unit,
forex dealers said.
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New Delhi: The National
Book Trust, India (under
the Ministry of Education,
Govt. of India) initiated a
unique step towards books
and reading by organizing
a Session on Promoting
India’s ‘Young Voices’.

The session brought
together eminent
Children’s Writers /
Illustrators and the young
budding Child Authors of
India on a single platform.
Ms. Sudha Murthy, Ms

Deepa Agarwal, Mr Subir
Roy, and Dr Rajesh Vyas
shared their experiences of
writing and understanding
what children today are
interested in reading. The
young Child Authors aged
7 to 15 talked about their
inspiration behind writing
at such a young age, and
their future goals.

Ms. Sudha Murthy,
Chairperson of Infosys
Foundation and a prolific
writer in English and

Kannada, in her Keynote
address on ‘Children’s
Literature in India’, under-
lined how important it is
never to underestimate
your potential. 

Mumbai: With an aim to augmenting
AtmaNirbhar concept across the healthcare
stakeholders in the country, Mumbai-based
start-up WONDRx has launched a mobile
app to book an appointment with the near-
est doctor or the vaccination clinic. It has
already listed 180K plus healthcare providers,
making it the largest healthcare providers’
aggregator in India. 

“This product will make the vaccination
journey highly convenient for every stake-
holder,” said WONDRx founder and direc-
tor Pankaj Sindhu. 
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Actor Ayushmann
Khurrana’s contribution as

an actor to bring about social
change through his films has
been hailed by the Time mag-
azine. He is among five Indians
who have made the list of 100
Most Influential People in
2020, along with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Google CEO Sundar Pichai,
London-based Indian origin
doctor Ravindra Gupta who
worked to find a cure for
AIDS and Bilkis Dadi, who was
at the forefront of Shaheen
Bagh protests in Delhi against
the Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA).

The National Award-win-
ning actor has been listed in
the Artists category, which
also includes Oscar-winning
Korean filmmaker Bong Joon-
ho, Fleabag creator and star
Phoebe Waller-Bridge and
Hollywood star Michael B
Jordan, besides pop music
superstars Selena Gomez, J
Balvin and Jennifer Hudson.

“I am truly humbled with
the recognition that Time has
bestowed on me. As an artiste,
I have only looked to con-
tribute towards bringing a pos-
itive change in society through
cinema and this moment is a
huge validation of my belief
system and my journey,”

Ayushmann said.
“I have always believed

that cinema has the power to
bring about change by trigger-
ing the right conversations
among people and society.
Hopefully, through my content
choices, I have been able to
contribute towards my country
and countrymen,” he added.

The presidential memoirs of the 44th presi-
dent of the United States, Barack Obama, will

be published in two volumes. The first volume,
titled A Promised Land, published Penguin
Random House, will be issued in 25 languages.
A publication date for the second and conclud-
ing volume of the memoirs will be announced
at a later date.

Obama tells the story of his improbable
odyssey. From a young man searching for his
identity to a leader of the free world, he
describes details of both his political education
and the landmark moments of the first term of
his historic presidency — a time of dramatic
transformation and turmoil.

Providing a stirring, deeply personal account
of history in the making, Obama takes readers
on a compelling journey from his earliest polit-
ical aspirations to the pivotal Iowa caucus vic-
tory that demonstrated the power of grassroots
activism to the watershed night of November 4,
2008. He was elected as the 44th president of the
United States then, becoming the first African-
American to hold the nation’s highest office.

Reflecting on the presidency, he offers a
unique and thoughtful exploration of both the
awesome reach and the limits of presidential

power as well as singular insights into the
dynamics of the US partisan politics and inter-
national diplomacy. Obama brings readers
inside the Oval Office and the White House
Situation Room, to Moscow, Cairo, Beijing and
points beyond. We are privy to his thoughts as
he assembles his cabinet, wrestles with a glob-
al financial crisis, takes the measure of Vladimir
Putin, overcomes seemingly insurmountable
odds to secure passage of the Affordable Care
Act, clashes with generals about the US strate-
gy in Afghanistan, tackles Wall Street reform,
responds to the devastating Deepwater Horizon
blowout and authorises Operation Neptune’s
Spear, which leads to the death of Osama bin
Laden.

The memoir is intimate and introspective.
It’s the story of one man’s bet with history, the
faith of a community organiser tested on the
world stage. Obama is candid about the balanc-
ing act of running for office as a Black American,
bearing the expectations of a generation buoyed
by messages of “hope and change” and meeting
the moral challenges of high-stakes decision-
making. He is frank about the forces that
opposed him at home and abroad, open about
how living in the White House affected his wife
and daughters, and unafraid to reveal self-doubt
and disappointment. Yet he never wavers from
his belief that inside the great, ongoing American
experiment, progress is always possible.

Said former President Obama, “There’s no
feeling like finishing a book and I am proud of
this one. I’ve spent the last few years reflecting
on my presidency and in A Promised Land, I’ve
tried to provide an honest accounting of my pres-
idential campaign and my time in office, the key
events and people who shaped it, my take on
what I got right and the mistakes I made, the
political, economic and cultural forces that my
team and I had to confront then. In the book,
I’ve also tried to give readers a sense of the per-
sonal journey that Michelle and I went through
during those years, with all the incredible highs
and lows. And finally, at a time when America
is going through such enormous upheaval, the
book offers some of my broader thoughts on
how we can heal the divisions in our country
going forward and make our democracy work
for everybody — a task that won’t depend on any
single president but on all of us as engaged cit-
izens. Along with being a fun and informative
read, I hope more than anything that the book
inspires young people across the globe to take
up the baton, lift up their voices and play their
part in remaking the world for the better.” 

(A Promised Land will be published on
November 17.)

In the new normal, a second home
will be an extension of our prima-
ry lifestyle for encompassing our

personal and professional lives.
Vacations will now be about a safer
home away from home. And Indians
are betting big on price real estates
abroad, taking advantage of a depressed
market. India Sotheby’s International
Realty hosted a panel discussion on
Changing Lifestyles In The New Normal
by established thought leaders and
industry experts. The panelists were
Edward Gibbs, Chairman, Head of
Department, Middle East & India,
Sotheby’s Auction (London); Natalie
Mik, Global Vice President Affiliate
Services,  EMEIA Sotheby’s
International Realty Affiliates LLC;
Nicholas Spencer, Business
Development Manager, MEA & India,
Berkeley Group and Akash Puri,
Director International, India Sotheby’s
International Realty. The webinar
aimed at discussing ways of enhancing
lifestyles through art and second
homes in the UK and other key
European destinations. 

Akash explained some of the typ-
ical reasons why Indian clients are
investing in a second home overseas.
He said, “London has always been a
preferred destination for Indians. It is
the cultural and educational capital of
the world so there’s a lot of aspirational
value. For London, there is a demand
and supply shortfall of 40 per cent at
this particular moment. This probably
will grow with the delays in construc-
tion that may have been caused because
of the pandemic. Nowadays, buying a
property overseas is not a wishful
thinking anymore but is prudent finan-
cial advice for anyone who wants to
diversify and enhance their wealth
portfolio. We look at diversification

through real

estate. There’s a great rental deal that
one gets, which is higher than the infla-
tion rates, very different from what
happens here. The third level of income
is the long-term currency play. So if
you look at capital appreciation of your
property, the rental deal and the cur-
rency play, you are looking at a dou-
ble digit return on an annual basis. If
you ask why the United Kingdom? The
answer is because it is number one in
the global real estate transparency
index.”

Natalie gave an overview of EMEIA
region i.e. 35 regions for Sotheby’s
Realty operations. She shared, “First of
all, I would say that our offices all
across EMEIA have been incredibly fast
in adjusting and innovating in times
like these. Well, the first three months
were quite challenging. However, now
we are seeing phenomenal growth
across different regions. This recovery
is based on pent up demand. People
were hesitant earlier but are now
going ahead with their real estate pur-
chases. The market in France, UK, Italy
and Germany has seen good growth
rates. We are also seeing strong
demand from smaller countries, espe-
cially the ones offering Citizens By
Investment Programmes such as
Portugal, Malta and Andorra.”

She explained the buying behav-
iour of international clients during
COVID-19 in EMEIA region. “We
have definitely seen the change in the
behaviour. Most of our clients don’t
own just one property. They own an
entire portfolio of properties. The
first change in the buyer behaviour that
we have seen is a shift for countryside
properties. Second big trend is a great
deal of keeping out and sitting at home,
working from home to upsize their pri-
mary residence based on their need to
combine office and home space. The
third trend, which wasn’t expected but

we are seeing and is drastic — an
unusual amount of significant sales.
There are opportunistic buyers who are
seeing this time as an opportunity to
get a deal. There is a demand for coun-
try homes and bigger homes to upsize
primary residences.”

Nicholas agreed with Natalie and
told us about the changes and buying
preferences of Indians due to
Coronavirus. He said, “People are
focussing more on lifestyle and afford-
ability. They are leaning towards open
spaces. We have seen a slight regression
in interest in central London stock and
a much higher level of pickup in outer
London stock. There has been almost
50 per cent increase in four-bedroom
houses outside central London. People
don’t want to be confined to small
spaces. They prefer functional spaces.
A lot of people tag London with lux-
ury but the important thing to under-
stand is that we are a place-maker and
not just a luxury home provider. So
that’s where the trends are leaning at
the moment.”

“The secondary homes are gradu-
ally becoming the primary ones,” said
Akash.

Edward believes that challeng-
ing and dangerous times provide

opportunities to all companies to grow
and move ahead. So has the tradition-
al style of auction adapted to the
COVID era? He said, “This is a
moment of great evolutionary change.
When the meteor strikes, you either
evolve or die. I think we have success-
fully evolved to the changing and
challenging circumstances. Our tradi-
tional format is live sales but remote
working and lockdown restrictions
made it less of an option. Now we have
successfully adapted to an online for-
mat and this has worked exceptional-
ly well. It has been a seamless transi-
tion, beyond all expectations. Although
live sales attract more bidders, the dig-
ital format is also creating huge oppor-
tunities. We are looking at up to 90 per
cent of auctions going online. Some of
the changes are new auction formats,
jewellery and single-lot auctions. We
now have a ‘buy now’ tab on our web-
site, which was launched in early June.
We have Sotheby’s gallery network,
which features 24 galleries. Private sales
are much more transparent and acces-
sible now. So there have been many
new innovations and exciting develop-
ments.”

Well, the future is the pre-
sent.
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GAIL (India) Limited under-
took a number of digital ini-

tiatives to raise awareness about
increasing air pollution and mea-
sures to fight the pandemic, which
has now reached 20 million
Indians in a short span.

It has been actively working
towards educating the Indian
masses about air pollution. Under
these digital initiatives events,
short films, contests, raahgiri,
pledges, etc. were undertaken
regarding problems caused due to
air pollution to create awareness
and change mindsets and that
would lead to a greener and clean-
er tomorrow.

They worked with hashtags
like — #StayPositive,
#SocialDistancing, #StayHome
#StaySafe,  #RukJanaNahin,
#EnvironmentFriendlyLifestyleHa
bits, #GreenDriveWithNaturalGas,
etc.

To contribute to the nation-
wide fight against COVID-19,
GAIL employees working from
home produced a song to create
awareness on staying positive,
social distancing, staying at home
and staying safe. GAIL and its
employees produced another
music video titled, Ruk Jana Nahin
for motivating themselves to kick-
start their projects and also to
acknowledge the efforts of the
frontline warriors of COVID-19.

#WakeUpAndSmellTheChang
e online initiative aimed to spread
the idea of appreciating and pre-
serving the positive environmen-
tal changes occurred due to the
lockdown. Through this initiative,
the netizens were asked to take a
pledge and sustain this change in
future as well as with befitting
lifestyle habits.  Its
#GreenDriveWithNaturalGas
online initiative aimed to spread
awareness about the use of natur-
al gas as a fuel.

Kalinga Institute of Industrial
Technology (KIIT) Deemed

to be University has been hon-
oured with the Utkrisht Sansthan
Vishwakarma Award 2020 for its
excellent performance in specif-
ic domains leading to significant
contribution towards national
growth and development.

All  India Council  for
Technical Education (AICTE),
Ministry of Human Resource
Development, Government of
India has given this award to
KIIT-DU for post COVID-19 re-
development and rehabilitation
plan. The award was presented
in 13 different categories, while
KIIT is the only institution in
India to get the award in the cat-
egory.

The AICTE had held a com-
petition “AICTE-Vishwakarma
Awards-2020” for the students
and AICTE-approved institutes
to encourage and motivate
young students and institutions
to raise their performance in
their specific domains. AICTE

recognised and honoured the
innovative work of the KIIT-DU
for its social work during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The
awards were declared in the
presence of Dr Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank, Union

Minister of Education; Professor
Anil  D Sahasrabudhe,
Chairman, AICTE; Dr MP
Poonia,  Vice Chairman;
Professor Rajive Kumar, Member
Secretary and other eminent
educationists and dignitaries.

RITES Ltd, Transport
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e

Consultancy and Engineering
company, has been awarded
a contract for Railway
Electrification works on com-
petition basis amounting to
`475 crore.

An agreement will be
signed between RITES and
the concerned Railway in
this regard in due course.
This turn key contract
majorly covers sections of
Mavli-Bari Sadri for 82
RKM; Udaipur-
Himmatnagar for 210 RKM;
Bhatinda-Firozpur for 81
RKM; and Gulbarga-Bidar
for 110 RKM of NWR, NR
and SCR, respectively.

Rajeev Mehrotra,
Chairman and Managing
Director, RITES Limited,
said, “These important addi-
tions to our order book will
be executed on priority as
these are a part of the key
plan of railways for complete
electrification.”

Afirst of its kind web-interaction
was organised by Western

Railway Sports Association (WRSA)
to motivate the sportspersons of
Western Railway. Tanuja Kansal,
president of Western Railway
Women Welfare Organisation
(WRWWO) and Alok Kansal, gen-
eral manager of Western Railway,
attended as the chief guests. They
interacted with sportspersons,
coaches, captains and sports admin-
istrators of Western Railway Sports
Association through the Webinar.

Five Arjuna awardees, 60 coach-
es, and 22 elite sportspersons took
part in this interactive session. The
web interaction was anchored by Raj
Kumar Lal, president of WRSA
and Sandeep Rajvanshy, general
secretary of WRSA.

The webinar was organised as
part of the ‘Fit India Freedom Run’.
Principal HODs, divisional railway

managers and other officers of
Western Railway also joined. A
short film about various infrastruc-
ture and allied facilities was show-
cased during the session, followed by
a brief presentation on various
activities of WRSA and profiles of
37 sports teams of Western Railway
giving details of team members, cap-
tains and coaches.

Names like Gurbux Singh
Grewal (Olympian bronze medalist,
hockey), Balbir Singh Grewal (Asian
Games hold medalist, hockey),
Diana Edulji (Padamshree and
Arjuna Award, cricket), Eliza Nelson
(Padamshree Award, hockey), Selma
D’silva (Padamshree Award, hock-
ey) and Subhash Agarwal (runner-
up in World Billiards

Championship) were talked
about with great pride.

Kansal commended the
sports personalities who have
won laurels for the country, as
well as for Railways. She fur-
ther said that this was made
possible only because of the
talent developed by each indi-
vidual, through their hard
work and determination,
which has made them cham-
pions today. She also gave
credit to the parents of these
sportspersons, who encour-
aged them to pursue their
dreams and provided all the
necessary support. She added
that now it was the turn of rail-
ways to support them to reach

the pinnacle of their career in
sports. She said that this could
be fulfilled by achieving targets
set by their coaches. She fur-
ther encouraged women to
pursue sports at a profession-
al level. She emphasised on
how a sportswoman plays
dual role — that of a caring
mother at home and an
achiever in sports. 

She said she is proud of
the fact that many sports-
women of WR have won
awards and medals. She was
delighted that four of WR’s
women hockey players are
presently undergoing training
at Bengaluru for the Tokyo
Olympic Games. She wished

them the very best for the
Games.

As a gesture of apprecia-
tion, an award of �25,000 was
announced for the welfare of
WR’s sportswomen, which
will be used to set up locker
sets for them. Many of WR’s
sportswomen from various
sporting events have their
practice sessions in WR’s
Mahalaxmi sportsground. The
locker sets will be placed in the
changing room at the pavilion
at Mahalaxmi, which will ben-
efit and be of great help to the
sportswomen.

Kansal concluded,
“Continuous effort is the key
to unlocking one’s potential,
and success comes to those
who refuse to give up. We have
to believe in ourselves and fol-
low the road to our dreams.”

SHARP Business Systems (India)
Pvt. Ltd announced the launch of

PN-CD701, the world’s first Windows
collaboration display, which offers
best-in-class environment for business
meetings with better space utilisation
and more productive collaboration
with minimal setup.

The display has been specially
designed keeping in mind the office
and remote working requirement of
corporates. The next-generation
interactive display enables better
space utilisation and more produc-
tive collaboration in meetings, board
rooms and training rooms which
would totally revolutionise the way
official conferences are conducted
whether working from home or
office space. The display comes with
certification from Microsoft and
Skype for businesses.

Announcing the launch, Shinji
Minatogawa, managing director, said,
“SHARP has been known for its ded-
ication to constantly developing
innovative technologies to support
the evolving needs of its customers.
Our products not only offer
improved technology and the latest
features but also improve their qual-
ity of life. We have yet again delivered
on this promise and offered our cus-
tomers with the seamless all-in-one

solution that allows them to work
comfortably and efficiently from
anywhere in the world.”

Besides the launch, SHARP has
also rolled out a special, integrated
package of workplace solutions keep-
ing in mind the requirement of
working professionals operating

remotely in the times of COVID-19.
The package includes the Windows
collaboration display along with a
multi-functional printer — a
Commercial Air Purifier and a
Dynabook laptop. The package can
benefit all work groups including
startups but is in particular designed

for SMEs, BFSI, large institutions and
multinational corporates to make
working from home easier, safer
and more efficient.

The collaboration display
embraces a 4K Ultra HD 70-class
interactive display, 12+12W built-in
speakers, a high-quality camera and
an IoT sensor hub that works seam-
lessly with the best Microsoft 365 col-
laboration tools. The device comes
with a built-in microphone and a
wireless casting that works with
Windows and Android devices. It
provides clear, visual information to
enable more efficient workstation util-
isation and creates a comfortable
meeting and training environment for
more productive collaboration and
learning, while also improving over-
all facilities management. Besides, the
10-point Projected Capacitive
[PCAP] touch technology and Direct
Optical Bonding provides a more
accurate touch precision and natur-
al Pen-on-Paper experience.

The launch took place virtually
with a footfall of over 500 corporate
costumers across the industry. The 4K
Ultra HD Windows Collaboration
Display is available for purchase all
over India directly from the compa-
ny or through authorised SHARP
dealers and is priced at �11,29,000.

�It has been more than a
month that you took
charge of the Municipal
Corporation of Ghaziabad.
What have been your
observations about the city
so far?

Well, I will not call them
flaws, rather areas, which
need improvement, where
work needs to be done.
Over the course of time, I
have seen that scope of work
in many fields.

�Where did you see it the
most?

The biggest problem in
Ghaziabad is garbage dis-
posal, for which we have
prepared a complete action
plan for permanent solution.
A plan is being prepared to
set up 10 garbage factories in
five of the municipal corpo-
ration’s zone cities —  Kavi
Nagar, Vijay Nagar, Mohan
Nagar and Vasundhara
areas. Here, five factories

will be set up in the first
phase in six months. These
will be operated on PPP
model. The Municipal
Corporation will provide
the waste to the respective
firm that runs these facto-
ries. This firm will segregate
wet and dry waste and make
organic fertiliser and other
products from it and sell it
in the market. The factories
will operate from the pro-
ceeds from it.  The
Municipal Corporation will
neither take nor provide
anything for this. The spe-
cial thing is that 12,000

garbage pickers will also get
Ranj Gar in these factories.
Here, these units will have a
state-of-the-art machine for
garbage disposal. This entire
project will be operated at a
corporate level. In January
2021, the first factory will be
commissioned and handed
over to the city.

�Do you have any plans to
make the city beautiful?

Of course, the target
has been set to make the city
clean and green in mission
allocation. Vending zones
will also be set up. Digital
hoardings will  not be
installed in the city anymore.
The variance of stray ani-
mals will be stopped as well
as action is being taken to
get rid of the problem of
monkeys and stray dogs in
resident areas.

�What is the action plan to
protect the property of the

Municipal Corporation
from the land mafia?

After taking charge, I
have inspected many places
and made an action plan to
save the assets of the corpo-
ration. With the removal of
land from the possession of
land mafia, the number of
properties of the corpora-
tion which has been given
on rent or lease is 1,200.
Allottees who have sub-let
these assets will be cancelled
and all properties will be re-
auctioned. 

Also, the tax base will
be increased so that the
income of the municipal
corporation can increase.
The assets will be mailed to
bring it into the tax net. As
far as redeeming the land
from land mafia is con-
cerned, strict action will be
taken against such people so
that no one can muster the
courage to commit such a
crime again.

To meet the expected growth of
passenger footfall, AAI’s
Dehradun Airport is getting

upgraded at the project cost of �353
crore. The first phase of development
work includes construction of
Domestic Terminal Building along
with Utility Block, Car park, Sewage
Treatment Plant, Rainwater
Harvesting structures and other ancil-
lary structures.

With an area of 42,776 sqm, the
New Terminal Building will able to
welcome 1,800 passengers during
the peak hours, thereby expanding the
capacity of the airport eight times
than before. The building will have a
concourse, check-in area, security
hold and arrival lounge at ground
floor, security hold at first floor and
other services and various offices at
mezzanine floor. Equipped with 36
check-in counters and four aero-
bridges, the new terminal will have all
the modern facilities like self check-
in kiosks and inline baggage screen-
ing facility. Ample retail space spread
in an area of 6,465 sqm is also
planned, to help accelerate the gen-

eration of revenue and employment
for local youth.

The design height of the building
is optimally done to reduce the cost

of construction and operation. The
building has been designed to provide
passengers and visitors a sense of
place highlighting the culture and her-

itage of Uttarakhand. Arched façade
is inspired by the work featured at
Forest Research Institute, Dehradun
and the feature columns are inspired

by the form of Brahmakamal, the state
flower of Uttarakhand.

The new building will also have
eco-friendly sustainable features like
double-curved roof to aid in rainwa-
ter harvesting, sewage treatment
plant, solar power system, energy effi-
cient fixtures and provision of max-
imum natural light through sky-
lights.

The second phase of the develop-
ment work will include shifting of
operations from existing terminal
building to the new one and construc-
tion of balance portion of terminal
building along with integration of all
the services and completion of bal-
ance works.

Almost 80 per cent of the devel-
opment work has been completed and
the project is likely to be completed
by October 21.
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Skipper Rohit Sharma’s
effortless batting formed
the cornerstone of

Mumbai Indians’ resounding
49-run win over Kolkata
Knight Riders in an Indian
Premier League match here on
Wednesday.

On a big Sheikh Zayed
Stadium, Rohit pummelled the
KKR bowlers into submission
for a 54-ball 80 and powered
Mumbai to an imposing 195/5.

The night belonged to
Rohit, the great white-ball
exponent, whose knock was
laced with six sixes.

Then the Jasprit Bumrah-
led Mumbai attack did most
things right to restrict KKR to
146 for nine and end their win-
less streak in the UAE.

KKR were never on course
for a comfortable chase as they
lost openers Shubhman Gill (7)
and Sunil Narine (9) cheaply to
be in a spot of bother at 25 for
two.

One-down skipper Dinesh
Karthik (30 off 23) and Nitish
Rana (24 off 18) tried to up the
ante but they were still playing
the catch-up game with 125
runs needed from the last 10
overs.

Kolkata were dealt a dou-
ble blow in quick succession —
first Karthik was trapped by
Rahul Chahar (2/26) in front of
the wicket and then Hardik
Pandya grabbed a running
catch on the fence to send back
Rana.

Bumrah (2/32) in the 16th
over sealed the game for
Mumbai as he removed Andre
Russell (11), who was bowled,
and then forced Eoin Morgan
(20) to edge to the wicket-keep-
er.

Pat Cummins (33 off 12)
launched into Bumrah with
four sixes in a very expensive
18th over, but it was too late for
Kolkata, who failed to put up a
contest. Bumrah went for 27

runs.
Kieron Pollard (1/21),

Trent Boult (2/30), James
Pattison (2/25 ) played their
roles to perfection.

Earlier, put into bat, after
Shivam Mavi (2/32) removed
opener Quinton De Kock (1)
cheaply, Rohit (80 off 54 balls;
3 fours, 6 sixes) and
Suryakumar Yadav (47 off 28;
6 fours, 1 six) added 90 runs for
the second wicket to pull the
team out of trouble.

Kolkata, however, cut short
Surya’s stay when he was run
out.

Rohit continued his brutal
onslaught against chinaman
Kuldeep Yadav (0-39), smash-
ing him for two maximums.

Saurabh Tiwary (21),
Hardik Pandya (18) played
perfect second fiddle to Rohit,
who literally bulldozed the
opposition bowlers.

Kolkata tried to pull things
back by removing Rohit,
Hardik in quick succession
even as Mumbai added 48
runs in the last five overs. 
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Mahendra Singh Dhoni did
not lead from the front by

dropping himself down the
batting order during a mam-
moth chase, opined former
India batsman Gautam
Gambhir, tearing into CSK cap-
tain’s decision to bat at number
seven against Rajasthan Royals.

The former India opener
reckons that if any other captain
had done this, he would have
drawn a lot of flak but since it
is Dhoni, people are not even
talking about it.

“I was a bit surprised to be
honest. MS Dhoni batting at No
7? And sending (Ruturaj)
Gaikwad, Sam Curran before
him. Makes no sense to me. In
fact you should be leading
from the front,” Gambhir told
ESPNcricinfo’s T20 Time Out.

“This is not what you call
leading from the front. Batting
at No 7 when you’re chasing
217. The game was over. Faf was
probably the lone warrior,” he
said.

“See, if someone else would
have done this, some other
(batsman) captain had batted at
No 7, he would have got a lot
of flak. It is MS Dhoni —
probably that’s why people don’t
talk about it.”

The 38-year-old Gambhir,
who played 58 Tests and 147
ODIs between 2003 and 2016,
also questioned CSK’s intent to
win the game.

“There is nothing wrong if
you end up getting out early, at
least start leading from the
front, trying to inspire the team
as well. What you did in the last
over (hitting 3 sixes in last over),
probably if you’d done that
coming in at No 4 or 5, along-
side Faf, you could have made
a game out of it,” said Gambhir.

“Probably there was no
such intent to make a game out
of it. I thought after the (first)
six overs, they had literally

given up on the game. And
probably MS was trying to get
back into that match rhythm of
batting till the end and get some
runs under his belt so he can
actually play these kind of
innings in the coming games.

“You’ve got to be in the pre-
sent, try and win each game
possible. I thought there was no
intent to win the game and they
were never there in the chase.”

On Dhoni hitting three
sixes in the f inal over,
Gambhir said, “Yes, you can
talk about MS Dhoni’s last over
but it was of no use to be hon-
est. It was just all personal
runs.”

Gambhir said it  was
“absolute miscalculation” on
the part of CSK to delay
Dhoni’s arrival at the crease.

“When you don’t have
Suresh Raina, you’re making
people believe that Sam
Curran is better than you.
You’re making people believe

that Ruturaj Gaikwad,
Curran, Kedar Jadhav,
Faf du Plessis, M Vijay,
all these guys, are bet-
ter than you.

“Probably not the right
captaincy as well. This is
not how you ask someone
like MS to lead the side.”
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Kings XI Punjab will look to
put behind the controver-
sial ‘short run’ decision in

their IPL opener and start afresh
when they take on Virat Kohli’s
buoyant Royal Challengers
Bangalore here on Thursday.

In their opening game against
Delhi Capitals, the square-leg
umpire erroneously called KXIP’s
Chris Jordan for a ‘short run’ in the
third ball of the
19th over, effective-
ly costing his team
the closely fought
game.

KXIP went on
to lodge an appeal
to the match referee over the inci-
dent but on Thursday, KL Rahul
and Co would like forget the
unsavoury incident and focus on
the task ahead.

In contrast, RCB opened their
campaign on a winning note
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The extended two-week quar-
antine of Chennai Super

Kings hampered his prepara-
tions as he did not get enough
time for batting practice, said
captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni
after his side lost to Rajasthan
Royals by 16 runs in their sec-
ond IPL game.

Dhoni came in to bat at No
7, sending the likes of Sam
Curran and Kedar Jadhav ahead
of him in a mammoth 217-run
chase on Tuesday.

Asked why he came so low
in the order, the CSK captain
said, “I haven’t batted for a long
time. 14-day quarantine doesn’t
help.”

“Also, we wanted to try dif-
ferent things, give opportunities
to Sam (Curran). We have the
opportunity to try different
things. If they don’t work, you
can always go back to your
strengths,” the CSK skipper
said.

Dhoni’s reference was to
CSK’s extra one-week quaran-
tine after 13 people in their con-
tingent tested positive for Covid-
19, resulting in missing out on
important training sessions. He
was not out on 29 off 17 balls
with three sixes in the last over.

Although he didn’t name
Murali Vijay but the veteran
opener’s run-a-ball 21 was one
of the reasons for CSK falling
short besides an off-day from his
spin duo of Ravindra Jadeja
and Piyush Chawla.

“With 217 on the board, we
needed a very good start which
was not the case. Steve (Smith)
and (Sanju) Samson batted very
well. We need to give credit to
their bowlers. Once you’ve seen
the first innings, you knew the
lengths to bowl,” Dhoni said.

“Their spinners did well to
bowl away from the batsman.
Our spinners made the error to
bowl too full. If we would’ve
maybe restricted them to 200, it
would’ve been a good game.”
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Convinced that possessing an array of
shots is a must to go with power-hit-

ting, wicket-keeper batsman Sanju
Samson says he worked on these aspects
during the coronavirus enforced break.

The work done by Samson was there
to be seen when he pulverised the
Chennai Super Kings on Tuesday night,
setting up a Rajasthan Royal’s win with
his blistering 32-ball 74-run knock,
studded with nine sixes and a boundary.

That he is an impact player is a
known fact but his clean and elegant hit-
ting earned praise from one and all.

“I think range-hitting is what the
game demands in this generation. I had
time to work out in these 5 months, and
I think I’ve increased that ability,” Samson
said at the post-match presentation.

“I’ve been working hard on my fit-
ness, diet and training, and on my
strength, because my game relies a lot on
power hitting,” he added.

Samson, who was adjudged Man-of-
the-Match, said his plan is to go and hit
all the deliveries in his arc.

“My game plan is stand and deliver.
If it’s in the arc I go for it, and it’s very
important to keep the intent to hit the ball
if it’s there to be hit.
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The women’s FIFA Under-17
World Cup, which has been

rescheduled to February-March,
is likely to be postponed yet
again in view of the Covid-19
pandemic.

Originally scheduled to be
held in five venues of India from
November 2 to 21, the women’s
age group showpiece was
pushed to February 17-March 7
next year due to the pandemic,
which has played havoc with
sporting calendars worldwide.

With the health crisis still
showing no signs of abating and
with the qualifying tournaments
yet to be held in Africa, North
and Central America and South
America, there is a high possi-
bility of the tournament getting
postponed yet again.

“There is a high possibility
that the women’s FIFA U-17
World Cup will be postponed
again. The new time frame
when the tournament will be
held is yet not known. But most
probably it is getting postponed,”
a source privy to the develop-
ment told PTI.

All India Football
Federation (AIFF) general sec-
retary Kushal Das, however,

told PTI that there is “no official
update” on the matter yet.

But when asked specifical-
ly whether there is a possibility
of the postponement of the
tournament in view of the pre-
vailing situation, he said, “It can
be (postponed).”

With less than five months
left for the tournament, the
confederations of Africa (CAF),
North and Central America
(CONCACAF) and South
America (CONMEBOL) are yet
to hold their qualifiers.

Europe (UEFA) cancelled its
qualifying tournament last
month and nominated Spain,
England and Germany — its
highest-ranked teams. The con-
federation of Oceania (OFA) did
the same and nominated New
Zealand as its representative in
the U-17 World Cup.

Only Asia (AFC) conduct-
ed the qualifiers as scheduled.
Japan and North Korea qualified
after becoming the champions
and runners-up respectively in
the 2019 AFC U-16 Women's
Championship.

The AIFF had planned to
start the national camp early
next month but it may not hap-
pen if the tournament is post-
poned.

Ottawa: Last year’s US Open
champion Bianca Andreescu
said on Tuesday she will sit out
the remainder of the season to
focus on her “health and train-
ing” after a year beset by injury.

Andreescu, who beat Serena
Williams at Flushing Meadows
12 months ago, has not played
a match since hurting her knee
last October at the WTA Finals
in Shenzhen.

“I have come to the difficult
decision to skip the clay court
swing this year and will be tak-
ing the remainder of the season
off to focus on my health and
training,” Andreescu wrote on
Twitter.

“As hard as it was to come
to this conclusion, I have so
much to look forward to in 2021,
including the Olympics; I want

to use this time to focus on my
game so I can come back
stronger and better than

ever.”
Andreescu joins

defending Roland
Garros champion
Ashleigh Barty

and newly-crowned
US Open winner Naomi
Osaka on the absentee
list for the September
27-October 11 Grand

Slam in Paris. AFP
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New Delhi: At the 2010 IPL player auc-
tion, Mumbai Indians, Chennai Super
Kings, Royal Challengers Bangalore and
Kolkata Knight Riders were locked in a
fierce bidding war for West Indies all
rounder Kieron Adrian Pollard.
Eventually, Mumbai Indians grabbed
him for a whopping $2.2 million. Since
then, the Trinidadian has been a MI loy-
alist, and on Wednesday, he played his
150th IPL match for the four-time IPL
champions.

“Having someone like Pollard in the

squad is always nice. He is a massive play-
er for us, hopefully he’ll come out and
enjoy his game, like he always goes,” MI
captain Rohit Sharma said of the tower-
ing West Indian at the start of
Wednesday’s match.

A master of hitting humongous sixes,
33-year-old Pollard has played 11 consec-
utive seasons for MI since 2010, has
scored 2,786 runs at an amazing strike
rate of 146.64 — hitting 177 sixes and 183
boundaries.

The only other player that instantly

comes to mind for his loyalty to a single
franchise is Virat Kohli, who has played
for RCB in all 13 seasons that IPL has
been in existence for.

Pollard didn’t have an extraordinary
first season with MI in 2010 — 273 runs
in 14 matches without a half-century and
15 wickets — but the franchise owners
kept faith in him as he was more than
handy with the ball too. He has bagged
57 wickets at an economy rate of 8.83.

A brilliant fielder in the deep, Pollard
has taken 83 catches so far. IANS
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Batting at No 7 is not leading from front: Gambhir lashes out at Dhoni
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Sharjah: It will take some time
to see MS Dhoni — the finish-
er, that everyone is waiting for,
says Chennai Super Kings head
coach Stephen Fleming as his
side fell short in its run chase
against Rajasthan Royals despite
having the former India captain
at the crease.

“We have this question
every year. He was in in the 14th
over, which is pretty much
optimal time, and sort of batted
accordingly. He is coming back
from not playing a huge amount
of cricket,” Fleming said at the
post-match press conference.

“So, the expectations to see
him at his best is gonna take
some time. But you see him
towards the end, he was very
good. Faf du Plessis carried the

form, so we weren’t too far away.
It wasn’t the batting that was the
worry to be honest.”

Fleming said his spinners
were slow in adjusting the
length of their deliveries (they
bowled overpitched). Sanju
Samson (74) was on fire against
their spinners.

“Their (RR) hitting was
very good in the 8 overs they
faced. It was a good surface (to
bat) and we were slow on
adjusting. We did not adjust
quickly. There was intent to
adjust but execution was poor.

“So it was dangerous time
and we had to just hang in there
and try. We came close to
pulling back to a manageable
score but that last over took us
out of reach.” PTI
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defeating Sunrisers Hyderabad by 10
runs, raising hopes that things might
finally fall into place for them this sea-

son.
Devdutt Padikkal started

his IPL career on a classy note
hitting a sublime half-century
and will once again be in focus,
while AB de Villers will also
look to continue in the same
vein following a crucial half-
century.

Both Kohli and Aaron
Finch looked good on Monday
night and would be itching to
spend more time in the middle.

Yuzvendra Chahal, as
always, will be the key man in
the RCB bowling attack. But
Umesh Yadav continues to leak
runs and going by his showing
in the first game, he could be
replaced by Mohammad Siraj.
It remains to be seen if the team
can fit in England all-rounder
Moeen Ali in the middle-order.
With Josh Phillippe being cho-
sen as the specialist wicketkeep-
er batsman to start with, Ali can
only replace Dale Steyn in the

eleven.
For KXIP, Mayank Agarwal

looked in imperious touch but
was gutted to not be able to get
his team over the line with just
one run required to win.

Rahul, Glenn Maxwell and
Nicholas Pooran will be
expected to step up as they pos-
sess the ability to take away the
game from any opposition.

Big hitters Chris Gayle,
who was left out of the open-
er for better balance in the
eleven, could be back and bat-
ting all-rounder Jimmy
Neesham could also be given a
chance.

KXIP’s bowling is spear-
headed by Mohammed Shami,
who proved his high worth in
the team’s opener.

Young leg-spinner Ravi
Bishnoi will go into the game
more confident, having
impressed against Delhi
Capitals.
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MATCHES 21
RAJASTHAN ROYALS 07
CHENNAI SUPER KINGS 14
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