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Making a strong case for a
significant role for India

in the United Nations, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday stressed the need for
changes in the international
body and questioned its posi-
tion in fighting the coron-
avirus pandemic.

He also assured the global
community that India will pro-
vide corona vaccine to the
world as it is the world’s biggest
pharmaceutical drugs manu-
facturer.

Addressing the 75th annu-
al session of the United Nations
General Assembly virtually in
Hindi, Modi said India has
already supplied relevant drugs
to more than 150 countries in
the past few months since the
outbreak of the pandemic. He
said while the world is fighting

it for the last eight to nine
months, “where is the UN in
this joint fight. Where is the
effective response.”

Focussing on a more
prominent role for India in the
UN and fight against corona,
the Prime Minister avoided
making any reference to ongo-
ing tension at the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) and
frosty ties with Pakistan in his
20-minute speech. He also did
not respond to Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan’s remarks
about India in his speech.

However, Modi put a ques-
tion mark on the UN role by
stating that though the third
world war did not take place so
far but the past years saw sev-
eral wars and civil strifes
besides terrorist attacks killing
scores of innocent people.

The PM acknowledged
that while the UN had several

notable achievements to its
name in the 75 years of its
experience, including the pre-
vention of a third world war,
“we can’t deny terrorist attacks
shook the world”.

“We have successfully
avoided a third world war but
we cannot deny many wars
happened, many civil wars
happened. Terrorist attack
shook the world. Blood was
spilled. Those were killed were
like you and me. Children left
the world prematurely,” he said.

Strongly pitching a greater
position for India, he said
when the UN was formed in
1945 the world was signifi-
cantly different. Challenges in
the 21st century and future are
now different and the UN has
to change to keep pace with
changing times, Modi said
adding the global forum need-
ed to introspect.

Underlining that the UN
commands respect in India,
Modi, however, said the coun-
trymen were anxious as to
when will the much awaited
reforms take place in the body.
“They are worried whether
the process will reach a logical
end. Till when will India be
kept away from the UN’s deci-
sion-making process?” he said.

“When we were weak, we

didn’t trouble the world. When
we became strong, we didn’t
become a bojh (burden) on the
world. Till when do we have to
wait? India has sent soldiers to
UN peace-keeping missions
and India has lost the most
number of soldiers. India has
always thought about the wel-
fare of the world,” the PM said
in strong opening remarks.
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BJP national president JP
Nadda on Saturday

announced a new team of
office-bearers and significant-
ly replaced Ram Madhav, P
Muralidhar Rao, Anil Jain,
Saroj Pandey as general secre-
taries.

Nadda appointed
Bengaluru Member of
Parliament Tejasvi Surya as
party’s youth wing president,
replacing Poonam Mahajan.

The list of eight general
secretaries has five new faces
with Bhupender Yadav, Arun
Singh, and Vijayvargiya being
retained.

Dushyant Kumar Gautam
(MP Delhi), D
Purandareshwari, CT Ravi
(MLA, Karnataka), Chugh
(Punjab), and Dilip Saikia ( MP,
Assam) are new choices as
general secretaries.

In the list of vice presidents,
Nadda has retained ex-Chief
Ministers Dr Raman Singh
(Chhattisgarh), Vasundhara
Raje (Rajasthan), and Baijyant
Jay Panda (Odisha).

The new vice-presidents
are: West Bengal leader Mukul
Roy, former Jharkhand Chief
Minister Raghubar Das, mem-
bers of Parliament Rekha
Verma, Annapurna Devi,
Bharatiben Shiyal, DK Aruna,

Radha Mohan Singh, M Chuba
Ao and AP Abdullakutty.

Radha Mohan Singh is a
former Union Minister and
former State BJP president.
His induction as the party’s
national VP comes ahead of the

Bihar Assembly polls, obviously
to send a message among his
Rajput caste men. Besides
Radha Mohan Singh, the poll-
bound Bihar has three others in
the list of office-bearers, most
of them retained from the last
team.

Similarly, Mukul Roy’s ele-
vation as vice-president is seen
as a move with an eye on the
next year’s Bengal Assembly
elections. In addition to Roy,
Member of Parliament (West
Bengal) Raju Bisht figures as
spokesperson in the list.

The “new team” which has
come into effect eight months
after Nadda took up the reins
of the party represents more or
less a status quo, mirroring the
profile under the two-terms of
Amit Shah. 

Among 12 vice-presidents
announced, Dr Raman, Raje
and Panda have been retained
in their posts.

Ahead of the crucial
Madhya Pradesh bypolls for an
odd-22 Assembly seats, the
BJP has continued with its
senior leader Kailash
Vijaywargiya as party general
secretary from MP.
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The CBI has filed a
chargesheet against nine

police officials, including then
Inspector/SHO, two Sub-
Inspectors, two Head
Constables and four constables
of Sathankulam Police Station
(Tamil Nadu) for allegedly tor-
turing a father-son duo, both
traders, to death on June 19, in
a case that triggered nationwide
outrage.

Traders P Jeyaraj (59) and
his son J Feniks (31) were
taken into custody by the
Sattankulam Police allegedly
for violating the lockdown rule
that mandated the closure of all
business establishments after 8
pm. Jeyaraj, who owned a

mobile phone shop, had kept
open his shop beyond the time
limit, according to the police
version. He was taken to the
police station while his son
reached the station to find out
why his father was taken into
custody.

While Feniks died on June
22 at the Kovipatti General
Hospital, Jeyaraj was found
dead on June 23. Police bru-
tality is said to be the cause of
the deaths.

The Tamil Nadu
Government had ordered a
magistrate level probe, but the
cops in the Sattankulam Station
refused to cooperate with the
magistrate which led the
Madras High Court to order
the revenue administration to
take possession of the police
station, a first of kind incident
in the country. Later the State
Government ordered a CBI
probe into the case following
the request by the Director
General of Police.
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Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Saturday said

that the Aam Aadmi Party
Government will make water
supply in Delhi as good as in
developed countries and hire a
consultant for better water
management ensuring not a
drop goes waste in the city.

“The Government will hire
a consultant to suggest mea-
sures to improve water supply
management and no wastage of
water in Delhi to enhance the
water availability,” he said.

“The process got a bit
delayed due to corona other-
wise the process would have
been completed in March or
April,” he said.

The Chief Minister also

said that his Government has
been working to increase water
availability in Delhi.

He said, “We have been
working to increase water avail-
ability in Delhi. We have been
talking to the Governments of
UP, HP, Uttarakhand and other
States, which have more water.” 

The CM said some
Opposition leaders are saying
that the water supply in Delhi
is being privatised. “No pri-
vatisation of water is happen-
ing. There can be no privatisa-
tion of water at any cost,” he
said.
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Bollywood came alive —
albeit for wrong reasons —

on Saturday, as the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) grilled
three top actresses Deepika
Padukone, Shraddha Kapoor,
Sara Ali Khan and Deepika’s
manager Karishma Kapoor
while it arrested Kshitij Ravi
Prasad, a former executive of
Karan Johar’s Dharma
Productions, in connection
with the Sushant Singh Rajput’s
death-related drug case.

The day unfolded as
Deepika took the media

Paparazzi by surprise as she
walked quietly without any
security into Evelyn House,
the guesthouse of the Mumbai
Port Trust near the Taj Mahal
Palace which has been con-
verted into the makeshift NCB
office, at 9.48 am on Saturday. 

She confronted with her
manager Karishma Prakash
during questioning. She was
questioned for nearly six hours.

Shraddha Kapoor reached
the NCB office around 12 pm
and left after six hours, while
Sara Ali Khan reached around
1 pm and left around 5.30 pm.
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The government will need
�80,000 crore  over the

next one year to buy and dis-
tribute Covid-19 vaccine across
the country, said Adar
Poonawalla, CEO of Serum
Institute of India (SII).

“Quick question; will the
Government of India have
�80,000 crores available, over
the next one year? Because
that’s what @MoHFW_INDIA
needs, to buy and distribute the
vaccine to everyone in India.
This is the next concerning the

challenge we need to tackle.
@PMOIndia,” Poonawalla
tweeted. 

The  world’s leading vac-
cine manufacturer, SII,  has
joined hands with five global
pharma companies including
AstraZeneca to produce one
billion doses of its vaccine
candidate,  besides partnering
with Russia’s Gamaleya
Research Institute to manufac-
ture the Sputnik V vaccine. 

The Serum Institute of
India has pledged half of it to
the country.
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The reports of growing rift
within the Bengal BJP that

was hitherto ruled out by party
stalwarts on Saturday came to
the fore with senior leader and
former State party president
Rahul Sinha speaking out
openly against the central lead-
ership’s decision to honour
Trinamool Congress defectors
with priced posts at the cost of
time-tested performers.

Sinha’s outburst came
hours after Mukul Roy and
Anupam Hazra were elevated
to the post of BJP national vice
president and national gener-
al secretary respectively. 
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One of the oldest partners
of the BJP — the

Shiromani Akali Dal — which
has been with it through thick
and thin for decades, finally
quit the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) on Saturday,
signaling a complete political
break from its past on the
three farm Bills passed by
Parliament early this week.

Eyeing the March 2022
Assembly elections which is
expected to be fought on the
Farm Bills, SAD chief Sukhbir
Singh Badal announced the
decision to part with NDA
after a meeting of the core
committee of the party here
saying the decision was taken
due to injustice to farmers,
Sikhs, Punjab and Punjabi
language.

“In the last two months,
our attempt was to make
aware the Central
Government, the sentiments
of the people of Punjab. But
with regret we have to say that
the Bill was passed with brute
force…You know what hap-
pened in the Rajya
Sabha…Our Minister
Harsimrat Kaur Badal had
resigned earlier in protest,”
Badal said late in the evening.

He said the party took a
conscious decision after talk-
ing to the party workers, talk-
ing to the farmers and people
of the state. “For the last few
days, I have been talking to
everybody… The entire lead-
ership of the Akali Dal has
decided not to be a part of the
NDA which has brought
Ordinances and Bills which
are against Punjab and farm-
ers,” he said.
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� What is your role in Indiawaali Maa?
I play Chinamma, a girl from

Mangalore. She is Rohan’s girlfriend.
They both have moved to the US and are
planning to return to India now. She is
truly in love with Rohan and wants to
support him in his business. She has a lot
of baggage since her childhood. She lost
her mother at an early age so she never
got to experience that selfless love. She
wonders how someone can love selflessly
and make sacrifices. Though her father
loves her, he wants her to follow the
family traditions. However, she wants to
do what she loves in life. She wants to
experience what true love really is.
� What made you say yes to the role?

I have worked with Akshay before
and when he told me about the project
and that he had signed it, I found it
interesting. The story is such that it will
touch everybody’s heart. Today, most of
us have become thankless to our parents
and the ef forts they put in our
upbringing. In such a scenario, the show
gives out a beautiful message and it feels
great that I am a part of this show. The
show is a tribute to all Indian mothers. 
� How did acting happen to you?

I was always inclined towards it, but
I didn’t take it seriously initially. No one
from my family was in this field and I had
no idea of how to get there and become
a part of it. It just happened with me. I
was working with a bank in Delhi and got
an opportunity to do a small role in a
project.  Then people started
recommending me for some projects and
then I started giving auditions. It was like
a chain for me. 
� How supportive was your family?

My family has always been
supportive. They never me or my sister
what should we become in our loves, they
left it upto us to make a choice. Had
anyone from my family been in this field,
I would have definitely received some tips
from them, but that was not the case.
Hence, I was all by myself, but they never
stopped me from doing anything.
� Were there any apprehensions before
entering this field?

There were many. But slowly you
realise that in every artistic field, there
is very low certainity. So either you go for
a settled job and be certain about
everything or take that risk to become
what you want. It’s your choice to make.
� What kind of roles attract you?

There are a lot of roles that attract
me. TV is changing and some beautiful
shows are coming up that offer actors
some good roles. So I would like to be a
part of shows that are unique and have
an interesting story to tell.
� Any plans of exploring the digital
space?

Yes, definitely. There are so many
platforms now and an actor can do so
much. I would like to explore everything.
I have not done much work till date, it’s
almost like a starting. I want to web
series, theatre and films. I want to
explore all the mediums.
� Any actor or director you would like
to work with?

There are lots of them. It’s very hard
to name one. After every movie that I see,
I end up following the actors and
directors on Instagram and then keep
stalking them.
� Do you still get butterflies in your
stomach when you see yourself on
TV?

Yes. It happens with me everytime I
do a new project. Whenever I am on sets,
I get so nervous and excited at the same
time. But after doing a couple of scenes,
I get back to normal. 
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Apoorva Lakhia has shrunk
from the big screen to tube
space, from multiplexes to

OTT, much too smoothly to not
raise an eyebrow or two.  

Having said that, the web
series that he has directed,
Crackdown, brings in it, explosive
energy, slick pace and of course
the ability to withstand and negate
in style any possibility of being
fathomed, till the very end.

That’s what makes this slickly
put together anti-terror spy story
worth the time you would spend
with it, on it. Lakhia skillfully
pursues the goal of making his
viewers susceptible to binge
watching and then audaciously
walks away with an ending that’s
abrupt, killing and fodder for
another season chant without
losing much time. 

Without letting out any
spoilers, the story pursues a
covert operation and operators
within RAandW to take down
terrorati in general and terror
cells in particular. Taking down
terror cells, as it turns out,
becomes like a walk into the
beehive with plot after plot

springing up to taunt the hero in
pursuit. Saqeeb, by the way,
manages the operation with a no
nonsense approach that leaves no
time for the viewer to dwell on
anything else than the job at
hand. That gives the series a
pinpoint focus and narrows down
avenues to stray into emotions
other than the one which gives
them constant palpitation and
anticipation.

Lakhia, please do zoom into
Season 2 just like the way you
took us through Season 1.... with
no time lost, with no bilaterals,
with no dilly dallying. After all,
you have sent the benchmark for
this much anticipated second
part.
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Let’s get one thing clear here. Arthur Conan Doyle’s Sherlock Holmes never
had a sister; only an older brother, Microft. So fans of the original 56 stories
by the author should not be scratching their heads wondering where this

sister was all along. 
This movie directed by Harry Bradbeer is based on a series of books written

by Nancy Springer. Now that we have one of the most popular detective character
all sorted out, it’s time to talk about the movie.

It is interesting to see how this sister is so much like Sherlock Holmes and
at times smarter. Yes, she does manage to outwit and outsmart him, at least in
this one, to be a step ahead and solve the mystery. A bit strange to see a film that
has Sherlock Holmes and him taking a back seat. But Henry Cavill, yes the man
who plays Superman, fits the bill here. His straight laced face with somewhat smirk
when he realises that he has been upped by a 16-year-old makes one smile since
we all know that Sherlock Holmes was only outwitted once in his life — a woman
whom he referred to as The Lady. 

Given that Benedict Cumberbatch played this life size character in the BBC
series so well, Cavill sits pretty in this role. 

Millie Bobby Brown who plays Enola Holmes is brilliant. She is funny,
charming and steals your heart from the word go even if she doesn’t conform to
the definition of how a proper lady should behave — definitely not stand in front
of her brothers in knickers pants and camisole worn in 1890s. But she holds her
ground brilliantly and takes you on a roller coaster ride. While there isn’t much
of a mystery yet Brown manages to keep the viewers entertained till the very end.
So much so that one will wait for the next one. There are more right?
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What would you do if you are the second-born royal? Most
probably travel the world, do charity work, cut ribbons and
support your sibling whenever called upon to so. Not quite right

if one goes by the movie directed by Anna Mastro. Here, if you are second-
born you are born with certain privileges or should one say powers unique
to each royal born later even if it is by a minute. So if one is missing out
on watching Avenger movies, Secret Society... is somewhat of a
substitute. Or one can say that it is the fun take on the X-Men series. 

While it may not be on the lines of Avengers and X-Men, it does come
with its fair share of gizmos, secret organisation, a fancy costume, a jet
and not to forget a plot where there is revenge and murder.  The film
is entertaining enough given that these royals have weird powers which
they must master not to benefit themselves but to do good for the others
and ensure that the world is free from dangerous criminals. 

It is engrossing, exhilarating and kid-friendly. At the same time, the
adults can enjoy the intrigue and the underground operative station —
like a Batman Cave and state of the art weapons and computers to keep
tabs on what is happening around the globe and in the house of the most
notorious criminals as well. Quite the operation that will keep the adults
glued to the seats till the very end. 

If you love movies where the characters have superpowers that they
use to fight crime, even if they are just teenagers, Secret Society... is just
up your alley.
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The Delhi Police
Commissioner, SN

Shrivastava on Saturday inau-
gurated a “Wellness Centre”
under umbrella project
Niramaya at Sector-23 police
station in Dwarka.

According to Santosh
Kumar Meena, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Dwarka, the Wellness
Centre (in Association with
Chaudhary Brahm Prakash
Ayurved Charak Sansthan)
CBPACS, Najafgarh, Yoga Park
and Open Gym have been
operationalized for  Police offi-
cers or personnel and their
family members, as ‘Good
Health adds Life to Years’.

“Police as a profession is
known for tremendous stress,
that it takes one through con-
tinuous unspecified working
hours leading to unhealthy
eating habits causing adverse
impact on their efficiency. Most

of the police personnel either
show little concern about their
health for numerous reasons or
are extremely pressed for time.
This essentially means an
immediate need to reach a
state of complete physical,
mental and social well-being,”
said the DCP.

“Keeping up with our com-
mitment of responsible com-
munity policing as well as to
have a health reality check and

early detection of the health
issues, Dwarka District Police
took an initiative in this direc-
tion under “Niramaya Project”
and opened three different
facilities including Wellness
Centre, Yoga Park and Open
Gym at Dwarka Sector-23,”
said the DCP.

“The focus of the initiative
was to nip the bud and to
increase awareness about the
major health concerns, the

repercussions of these con-
cerns as well as how to best
handle these health issues,”
said the DCP.

“The emphasis was also
on the health and general well
being of our police personnel
and their families. The team of
doctors will give free consul-
tancy to the police officers and
personnel with emphasis on the
importance of maintaining a
healthy lifestyle as a preventive
care. Yoga Park will benefit
police personnel as well as res-
idents to boost their metabo-
lism, minimize stress, etc. and
Open Gym helps in dealing
with athletic performance and
regular exercises. It will overall
boost ‘Healthy and Stress free
Living’,” said the DCP.

Apart from this, the CP
also interacted with 34
rewardees who had done good
works. Further, VC room for
interaction with complainants
was also operationalized at
Police Station Dwarka 
Sector-23.
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In a bid to escalate the impact
of the anti-dengue campaign,

the Delhi Government has
decided to seek participation
from the Resident Welfare
Association (RWAs) of Delhi to
contain the vector borne dis-
eases in the National Capital.

Following a huge partici-
pation from the citizens of

Delhi in the third week of the
10 Hafte 10 Baje 10 Minute
anti-dengue campaign of the
Delhi government, the 10-
week mass awareness cam-
paign enters into its fourth
week. Last year, the RWAs
played a huge role to combat
Dengue.

"Right now, we are dealing
with the Coronavirus pan-
demic, but it is also the season
of dengue and the cases are sig-

nificantly increasing. We have
re-launched the '10 Hafte 10
Baje 10 Minute Har Ravivar
Dengue Par Vaar' this season
and this is the third week of our
anti-dengue campaign. I hope
that the people must be check-
ing their houses this year as
well. We do not want people to
suffer from Dengue and we
have to be conscious about
both Dengue and
Coronavirus," Kejriwal had

said.  
Kejriwal also said, "Citizens

must help in spreading aware-
ness about measures to prevent
Dengue. They must pick up the
phone and call 10 of their
friends and relatives and advise
them on the good practices of
preventing Dengue, such as
draining stagnant water and
replacing it. They must also
advise their friends and rela-
tives to take all measures to

remain safe from Coronavirus."
This week the key focus of

the Delhi government would be
on the participation of the
RWAs. 

Last year, through the par-
ticipation of the RWAs and
other organisations, only 2036
cases and two deaths as against
15867 cases and 60 deaths in
2015. The first edition of the
anti-dengue campaign was
launched in 2019.
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In its 29th board meeting
chaired by Chief Minister

Arvind Kejriwal, the Delhi
Urban Shelter Improvement
Board has taken a decision to
provide in-situ housing to
affected people of Princess
Park area near India Gate on
account of the construction of
the National War Museum by
the Ministry of Defense.

As per a survey carried out
by DUSIB, 203 families are liv-
ing in that area. On eligibility
determination as per Delhi
Slum and JJ Relocation and

Rehabilitation Policy 2015
(Now Mukhya Mantri Awas
Yojana), they will be allotted
houses at Dwarka till houses at
Dev Nagar near Karol Bagh will
be constructed which will take
nearly 18 months.0

“The Delhi Government
has decided to construct 784
houses at Dev Nagar near Karol
Bagh at a cost of Rs 102 crores
to facilitate these people to have
in-situ housing. The houses
that are being constructed will
have two rooms, a kitchen,
bath, and toilet with all good
amenities like parking space,
parks, community halls, etc.

The buildings will be multi-sto-
ried (stilt plus 14 stories) hav-
ing lifts and fire staircases, etc.
The project will be completed
in 18 months,” the government
said in a statement.

Meanwhile, the residents of
the Princess Park area will be
shifted to already constructed
houses by DUSIB at Sector 16-
B, Dwarka, they will have the
option to shift to the newly
constructed housing premises
in Dev Nagar, Karol Bagh, it
said.

The slum-dwellers from
150 jhuggis at Dev Nagar plot
will also be shifted to Dwarka

to facilitate the construction of
784 houses. 

After allocating houses for
inhabitants of Princess Park

and Dev Nagar, the remaining
houses will be used for in-situ
rehabilitation of jhuggis near-
by, it added.
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North Delhi Municipal
Corporation (NMC)

removed a large number of
temporary encroachments
from Sanjay Gandhi Transport
Nagar with the help of local
police, a senior official said on
Saturday. 

“North Corporation lifted
15 trucks parked in the no
parking zone with the help of
cranes and took them to the
Corporation's store. About 55
temporary kiosks on the pave-
ment were also removed with
the help of JCB,” he said.

The official said that about
2700 square meters of road was
cleared from encroachment.
“The encroachments were
removed in a joint action by the
official of licensing, engineer-
ing, horticulture and health
department of Civil Lines Zone
in the last couple of days,” he
said. The action was taken by
the Civil Lines zone to reduce
dust emission as per instruc-
tions of the Environment
Pollution (Prevention and
Control) Authority and Delhi
Pollution Control Committee.
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For the benefit of BRPL con-
sumers especially those

residing in West Delhi a new
Permanent Lok Adalat (PLA)
was virtually inaugurated by
Justice Hima Kohli, Judge,
Delhi High Court and
Executive Chairperson of Delhi
State Legal Services Authority
(DSLSA) in Vikaspuri.

A senior BSES official said
that after being established by
the DSLSA, this is the first
exclusive PLA for a discom in
Delhi. “The other two PLAs are
common for all the discoms in
the National Capital. The two
existing Permanent Lok
Adalats (Electricity) at ITO
were set-up way back in 1999
to take-up the cases pertaining
to the Delhi Vidyut Board.
After privatisation, they have
been entertaining cases per-
taining to the Delhi Discoms,
including BSES Rajdhani
Power Limited and BSES
Yamuna Power Limited,” he
said.

Working under the aegis of

DSLSA, a PLA is an important
tool for consumers and
Discoms to amicably and
speedily resolve billing dis-
putes and power-theft cases.
Infact, it is an institutionalized
form of the Lok Adalat, he said.

Earlier, the residents of
West Delhi had to travel a great
distance to file their cases at the
PLA at ITO in Central Delhi.
“The establishment of the PLA
at Vikaspuri will greatly help
the electricity consumers of
West Delhi.  Apart from the
traditional route, West Delhi
consumers will also be able to
avail services of the virtual PLA
at Vikaspuri,” he added.
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Asecurity guard, in his early
40’s, was allegedly killed

after a delivery van hit his cycle
on the Lala Lajpat Rai Marg in
National Capital.

The deceased, identified
as Ajay Kumar Singh, a resident
of Sangam Vihar in south
Delhi. According to R P Meena,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Southeast, the
incident took place around 9
pm on Friday near Shamshan
Ghat, Lala Lajpat Rai Marg.

“Singh, who was a securi-
ty guard at a showroom in
Connaught Place, was on the
way to his workplace when the
van rammed into the rear of his
cycle, killing him on the spot,”
said the DCP.

“The accused driver was
apprehended from the spot
and a case was registered under
Indian Penal Code sections
279 (rash driving or riding on
a public way) and 304 A (caus-
ing death by negligence). The
accused driver, Satender Singh,
is a resident of Govindpuri in
Southeast Delhi. He was arrest-
ed,” said the DCP.

������������ ���
	
0
	0��

The new Industrial and
Employment Policy of

Haryana, 2020 will come into
force from November 1 on the
occasion of Haryana Day.

This announcement was
made by Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
on Saturday while briefing the
media in Gurugram.

Haryana CM Khattar and
Deputy CM Dushyant
Chautala earlier had invited
suggestions from entrepreneurs
on the draft of new industrial
and employment policy for
the state and also chaired a
meeting with entrepreneurs
with them.

Khattar, at the meeting,
informed that the new indus-
trial and employment policy of
the state will be formulated by
incorporating the suggestions
received from entrepreneurs.

“The Haryana government

is putting all its efforts to pro-
vide employment opportunities
to the youth of the state in
industries and when sugges-
tions were invited from entre-
preneurs in this regard, they
suggested making skills and

behaviour along with skill up
gradation for the youth of the
state to work in the industries,”
the CM said at the meeting.

"For this, we have directed
Raja Nehru, Vice Chancellor of
Shri Vishwakarma Skill
University, to prepare a short
term course for Behavioural
Aptitude. This university will
also give its certificate to the
youth after that course," he
added.

"In the new industrial and
Employment Policy -2020,
there will be a focus on bring-
ing maximum investment in
Haryana and giving employ-
ment to the youth of the state."

Earlier, in a meeting orga-
nized with entrepreneurs, the
Chief Minister said that

Haryana is still one of the
leading states in the country as
an industry.

After this, with the efforts
of the government, Haryana
came in sixth place and later
also reached the third place.

“This time Haryana fell a
bit behind in the ranking due
to some procedural shortcom-
ings but in future, those gaps
will be removed and will again
come to the leading states,
Khattar said.

The deputy CM Chautala
said that “it is the government's
idea to focus on providing
employment to the people of
the state. For this, the youth will
be made skilled and made
available to the industries,” he
said.
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Aday after South Delhi
Municipal Corporation

(SDMC) bulldozed eight gates
of two residential colonies at
Green Park Extension and at
Safdarjung Enclave; Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) leaders
said that the civic body took
action without giving any prior
notice. However, SDMC
spokesperson Radha Krishan
did not respond to calls or
whatsApp messages and offi-
cials of the south zone of the
SDMC have no idea about the
issue.

AAP senior leader and
MLA Somnath Bharti and
senior leader Durgesh Pathak
on Saturday slammed the BJP-
ruled municipal Corporation
for demolishing eight gates of
the Green Park Extension with-
out any prior notice.

“The gates were con-
structed after many criminal
activities were reported in the
area. The AAP demands
immediate posting of Delhi
Police officers in the area to
ensure the safety and security
of the RWA. The AAP will
stand shoulder to shoulder
with the people and rebuild all

these eight gates,” he said.
Bharti said, “The destruc-

tive mentality and policies of
the BJP got exposed in Delhi at
the Malviya Nagar assembly
constituency. “Amid the
COVID-19 pandemic such
behaviour from the BJP-led
MCD is condemnable and
completely unacceptable,” he
said.

“In the past 15 years, the
BJP is ruling the municipal
corporations of Delhi but they
have not helped any RWA
regarding any issues but today
the BJP is demolishing their
gates. These gates were built by
the RWA for the safety and
security of the residents. The
Delhi police is also under the
Bharatiya Janata Party ruled
central government and if the
Delhi police was competent
enough to secure the residents
of the RWAs then there would
not have any necessity to build
these gates,” he said.

Durgesh Pathak said, “The
employees of municipal
Corporations are not getting
their salaries and the whole city
has become dirty due to the
incompetence of the MCDs.
The BJP has a bigger plan to
demolish all the gates of the
RWAs across Delhi. This will

happen at GK, Safdarjung,
Pitampura and other places too.
The AAP will not allow such
demolition in Delhi and we will
stand beside the residents and
rebuild these gates,” he said.

Shrimati Neha Puri,
General Secretary of Green
Park Extension RWA said,
“Yesterday the officials of
SDMC along with the Delhi
police came to our RWA with
three JCBs and demolished
eight gates. The RWAs of Delhi
have always walked beyond
their responsibilities for the
safety and security of the resi-
dents. In the time of COVID-
19, the RWAs have provided
quarantine facilities and oxygen
to the people without much
support and recognition.”

“Our safety and security
have gone for a toss and the
whole RWA is completely open
from all the sides. The officials
lied to us by saying that this was
done following a High Court
order. Today we met the
Deputy Commissioner of
SDMC and briefed him the sit-
uation but no official showed
us any formal order copy of the
demolition. Moreover, I want to
say that MCD has encroached
various parts of our RWA,” she
said.
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Patna: Senior BJP leader Ravi
Shankar Prasad said on
Saturday that the constituents of
the NDA will contest  the Bihar
assembly elections together,
asserting that the problems
within the coalition will be
resolved.

Prasad, the Union Law
Minister, exuded confidence
that the Nitish  Kumar-led
alliance in Bihar will win the
election with a decisive  man-
date because of the develop-
ment work done by the Centre
and state  government.

“NDA is one... We will
contest the elections together. If
there  is some problem, it will
be solved,” he said, replying to
a question  on the differences
between the LJP and JD(U).

Nitish Kumar's JD(U) and
Chirag Paswan-led LJP have
been at loggerheads  for some
time.

The LJP has indicated that
it would field candidates against
the  JD(U), leading to an uneasy
situation within the NDA in
Bihar. Even as Paswan swears by
his loyalty towards Prime
Minister Narendra  Modi, in
whose cabinet his father and
LJP founder Ram Vilas Paswan
is a minister, he has often crit-
icised the Nitish Kumar gov-
ernment.The elections will be
held in the state in three phas-
es from October  28 to
November 7. The votes will be
counted on November 10.

Speaking to reporters at the
party office here, Prasad said
that  discussions are underway
on the seat-sharing “at levels
where it should be”

“This is the domain of the
parliamentary board and cen-
tral election  committee. It is
their job to decide. I can't enter
their domain,”  he said, reply-

ing to a question on the seat-
sharing formula.

Prasad, who represents the
Patna Sahib seat in the Lok
Sabha, said  the Nitish Kumar-
led government has done a lot
of work for the state's  overall
development.

“I am confident that the
people of Bihar will bless the
NDA and  help it return to
power with a decisive mandate
because of its development
work. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's love for Bihar is evident
from  the fact that the
announcements which he made
have been translated  into real-
ity,” the minister said.

In an apparent swipe at RJD
leader Tejashwi Prasad Yadav,
Prasad  questioned why the
photos of Lalu Prasad and
Rabri Devi have been  dropped
from the party's 
hoardings. PTI

���� ���0��
�

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate

online eight sewage treatment
plants (STPs) set up at 
different places  in Uttarakhand
under the Namami Gange
project on September 29, Chief
Minister Trivendra Singh
Rawat said on 
Saturday.

Out of the eight STPs, built
at a cost of over Rs 500 crore,
four  are in Haridwar, two in
Rishikesh and one each in
Muni-ki-Reti and  Badrinath,
he said.

Together these STPs will
have a capacity of treating
152.5 million  litres of sewage
per day, Rawat said, adding that
the solid waste  generated by
the plants will be used as com-
post. 

Jaunpur/Deoria (UP): Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Saturday said
those opposing the Centre's
agriculture-related Bills are
“anti-farmer”.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had promised to double
the income of farmers and the
Bills have been passed with this
aim in mind, he said, address-
ing BJP workers at a school
auditorium in Jaunpur.  

The chief minister said the
legislations will free farmers
from the grip of middlemen
and provide them with an
option to sell their produce as
per their choice. The oppo-
sition is misleading people but
they will not be allowed to suc-
ceed, he said, terming those
opposing the Bills as “anti-
farmer”.  

Without taking names, the
chief minister in Deoria said:
“Those who exploited farmers
and mocked migrants... Those

who don't know whether sug-
arcane is grown on land or trees
are pretending to be warriors of
farmers and labourers.”

Speaking about the work
done by his government during
the coronavirus  pandemic, he
said those who have been with
the people in the most  difficult
times will be in power and
claimed that in the last six
months, the state government
has distributed free foodgrain
12 times  so that no one faces
hunger. Referring to the
upcoming bypolls in the state,
he said there will  not be any big
rallies or public meetings.

So, every BJP worker and
office-bearer will have to take
the responsibility  of every
booth.

If you win a booth, you
will win an election, he said,
exhorting  party workers to win
the Malhani (Jaunpur) and
Deoria Sadar assembly  seats
for the BJP.

We are dedicated to devel-
opment and in this by-election
you all  have to think about
who will bring development
and who will provide  employ-
ment, he said.  

Bypolls to eight Assembly
seats in Uttar Pradesh are like-
ly to be  held soon.  
Enumerating the achievements
of the BJP-led government  at
the Centre and in Uttar
Pradesh while speaking in
Deoria, he said: 

“We took the development
work forward with establish-
ment of Medical  College in
Deoria... By next year classes
will also start with 100  students
and people will get high qual-
ity medical facilities.”

He said that due to gov-
ernment focus on water
drainage, potable water and
cleanliness, the number of
deaths due to encephalitis has
reduced substantially in com-
parison to 2014. PTI
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Ajawan from the Border
Security  Forces (BSF) was

injured when a pressure impro-
vised explosive device (IED),
laid by naxals, went off in
insurgency-hit Kanker district
of Chhattisgarh on Saturday,
police said.

The incident took place at
around 1.30 pm on
Koyalibeda-Dhutta road under
Koyalibeda police station area,
where a team of BSF's 4th bat-
talion was out on a road secu-
rity operation, Kanker addi-
tional superintendent of police
Gorakhnath Baghel told PTI.

When the patrolling team
was cordoning off the forest
near a culvert, it might have
come in contact with the pres-
sure IED connection, trigger-
ing the blast, he said.
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Amid a grim battle being
waged by it against

Coronavirus, Maharashtra
notched a positive milestone of
10 lakh recoveries on Saturday,
as 23,644 more people were dis-
charged from various hospitals
after full recovery.

On a day when 430 more
people succumbed to Covid-19
and 20,419 others tested positive
for the pandemic,  the number
of people discharged from var-
ious hospitals after full recovery
since the second week of 
March this year  went up to
10,16,450.

With fresh 430 deaths, the
Covid-19 toll in the state
breached 35000 mark, as the

total  number of deaths shot up
from 34,761 to 35,191.

Similarly, with the fresh
20419 new cases, the total infec-
tions rose from 13,00,757 to
13,21,176.

Of the 430 deaths reported
on Saturday, Pune accounted for
a maximum of 90 deaths,  fol-
lowed by 56 deaths in Thane, 44
in Mumbai, 28 in Sangli, 27 in
Kolhapur, 21 in Satara, 18 each
in Nashik and Solapur,  15 in
Nagpur, 12 in Parbhani, 11 in
Osmanabad and 10 in Jalgaon

In the lower range, there
were 9 deaths  in Chandrapur,
8 each in Ahmednagar and
Aurangabad, 7 each in Raigad
and Yavatmal, 5 each in
Ratnagiri, Nanded and Wardha,
4 each in Latur, Amravati and

Buldhana, 3 in Palghar, 2 each
in Sindhudurg and Beed and
one death each in Jalna and
Washim. In addition, five per-
sons from outside the state
died in Maharashtra.

With 44 deaths, Mumbai’s
Covid-19 toll went up from
8,706 8,750 while the infected
cases rose by 2,282 cases to trig-
ger a jump in the total number
of infections from 194,303 to
196,585.

Meanwhile, for the seventh
consecutive day, the state recov-
ery rate rose from 76.33 per cent
to 76.94 per cent. The mortali-
ty rate in the state stood at 2.66
per cent. The number of “active
cases” in the state went down
from Friday’s figure of 2,72,775
to 2,69,119.

���� L���


The Jammu and Kashmir unit
of the BJP on Saturday urged

Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha
to immediately provide compen-
sation to the families of three men
who were allegedly killed in a fake
encounter in South Kashmir's
Shopian district in July.

The men, hailing from
remote areas of Rajouri district,
had gone to Shopian for work but
they went missing on the day the
Army claimed to have neutralized
three “terrorists” in a gunfight. 

“The Army in its inquiry into
the killings at Amshipora village,
prima facie, found that the sol-
diers involved had exceeded their
powers under the Armed Forces
Special Powers Act (AFSPA), and

that disciplinary action would
be taken.  “Also recently, the
DNA samples of the labourers
have matched with those of their
family members,” BJP spokesper-
son Tahir Choudhary said in a
statement here.  He said the fam-
ilies of the deceased are facing dif-
ficult times and therefore, the gov-
ernment must intervene. 

“I urge the LG to give a hear-
ing to their families and provide
compensation to them at the ear-
liest,” the BJP leader said, thank-
ing Sinha for his “efforts and for
pushing authorities for a fair
probe”. 

Choudhary said he had also
submitted a presentation to Union
Home  Minister Amit Shah for
providing compensation to the
families of the victims.
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Jaipur: As the World Tourism
Day will be celebrated on
Sunday this year amid the
coronavirus pandemic with
the theme “Tourism and Rural
Development”, the Rajasthan
government's new tourism pol-
icy complements the theme
keeping rural tourism in 

focus.
The Rajasthan govern-

ment's new tourism policy pro-
vides for innovative tourism
products and services with the
focus on lesser known desti-
nations especially in the rural
areas, confirmed tourism offi-
cials. IANS
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From Page 1
SII presently produces 1.5

billion doses of polio, measles
and influenza vaccines for 170
countries.

A fortnight ago,
Poonawalla  said that it would
take four to five years until
“everyone on the planet” gets
vaccinated. He estimated the
need for close to 15 billion
doses of the Covid-19 vaccine
if a two-dose programme —
similar to the measles vaccina-
tions drive —  is put in place.

“It’s going to take four to
five years until everyone gets
the vaccine on this planet.”
Poonawala had earlier pre-
dicted that if the coronavirus
shot is a two-dose vaccine, as
is the case with measles or
rotavirus, then the world would
require 15 billion doses. The
phase-III or the last stage of the
clinical trial of the Covid-19
vaccine “Covishield”, being
developed by Oxford
University, and manufactured
by the SII began at the state-run
Sassoon General Hospital in
Pune on Monday.
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From Page 1
Karishma, who appeared

before the NCB for the second
consecutive day and whose
arrival at the investigating
agency’s office went unnoticed,
was grilled for nearly eight-long
hours.

Talking to media persons
after the film personalities’ day-
long questioning, NCB’s Deputy
Director General Mutha Ashok
Jain said: “We have not issued
fresh summons to anyone else
today. Over the next couple of
days, our Special Investigation
Team and the Mumbai zonal
office will review the progress
of the two cases – CR no 15/20
and CR no 16/20 and plan for
the future”.

“We have questioned
Deepika Padukone, Karishma
Prakash, Sara Ali Khan and
Shraddha Kapoor,” Jain said.

Jain clarified that while
Deepika was questioned in
connection with the expanded
Bollywood-drug nexus case
involving the use of drugs by
the film personalities, Sara and
Shraddha were grilled in con-
nection with the both the
Sushant death-related case and
expanded Bollywood-drug

nexus case.  Jain confirmed that
Kishtij, a former associate of
film maker Karan Johar, had
been arrested “We have ques-
tioned and formally placed
him under arrest.  He will be
produced before court tomor-
row,” Jain. Jain, however, stead-
fastly declined to spell out as to
what transpired at the ques-
tioning of three actresses and
Karishma. 

Asked if the NCB would
question filmmaker Karqan
Johar in the wake of the arrest
of his former associate Kishtij,
Jain said: “We cannot reply in
ifs and buts.” In a related devel-
opment, the Mumbai police
warned the media vehicles
against chasing the vehicles of
celebs who are being sum-
moned for the drugs probe
by the NCB. “Today we have
observed a lot of media vehi-
cles chasing people who were
called for the inquiry. The
vehicles will be seized
because they are endangering
their lives as well as lives of
whoever was called & com-
mon people,” Mumbai’s
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Zone-1) Sangram
Singh Nishandar said.

From Page 1
He said 130 crore Indians still believed in the ideals of the

UN but added the global body needed to adapt and change to
stay relevant in current times.

His remarks came in the backdrop of India elected as a non-
permanent member of the UN Security Council (UNSC), the
highest-decision making forum.

There are five permanent members - the United States, the
United Kingdom, China, Russia and France. India was elected
as a non-permanent member of the UNSC for a two-year term
in June, along with Ireland, Mexico and Norway and will assume
the new responsibility from January next year.

He also said India took the lead in marking October 2 as
International Day of non-violence and June 22 as International
Day of Yoga. India has always thought about the welfare of the
world. “From our neighbourhood first policy to look-east pol-
icy, are all guided by these principles,” the Prime Minister said.

A regards India’s efforts against corona, Modi said vaccine
production here will help in bringing the world out of the pan-
demic. “We are moving towards Phase 3 of clinical trials. We are
increasing infrastructure and will help others increase it,” he said.

On its role as a non-permanent member of the UNSC, Modi
said India will use its experience as the world’s largest democ-
racy for the benefit of the world. “India will stand for shanti, surak-
sha and samriddhi. We will always oppose drugs, illegal
weapons, money laundering. India’s experience will strengthen
the way for vishwa-kalyan (good for the world).”

Highlighting the achievements in the last four to five years,
Modi said India brought changes through Reform-Perform-
Transform process. In the last few years, linking 400-500 mil-
lion people with the banking system was not easy. India is one
of the leaders in digital transactions globally. India is working
on making country tuberculosis-free by 2025. India has initiat-
ed a huge process of connecting villages with optical fibre, he
said.

From Page 1
Nadda has effected changes

in its national spokespersons -
dropping leaders GVL
Narasimha Rao (RS MP) and
Meenakshi Lekhi (MP, New
Delhi).

One of the stark and dis-
tinct changes in the team is the
replacement of the high-profile
Madhav who was overseeing
sensitive States, including
Jammu & Kashmir, with
Punjab’s Tarun Chugh as gen-
eral secretary.

It is expected that the
changes in the party might be
followed by the long-awaited
Cabinet reshuffle in coming
months, according to sources.
There is no confirmation

whether those who were
moved out of the office-bear-
er’s list would be shifted to
Government or assigned other
key party jobs.

‘Firebrand’ Bengaluru MP
Surya, appreciated by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi him-
self, has been appointed as
party’s youth wing president,
replacing Poonam Mahajan.

The reshuffle has raised the
number of national spokesper-
sons to 23, MP Anil Baluni ele-
vated as chief spokesperson and
remains media in-charge. The
list of spokespersons include
Sambit Patra, Sudhanshu
Trivedi (RS MP), Syed
Shahnawaz Hussain, Rajiv
Pratap Rudy, Nalin Kohli, Rajiv
Chandrashekhar (RS MP),
Seyed Zafar Islam (MP RS),
and Tom Vaddakam.

Dr K Laxman from
Telangana has been appointed
in-charge of the OBC cell while
Raj Kumar Chauhan, an MP
from Uttar Pradesh. will head
the Kisan Morcha. Lal Singh
Arya has been named the head
of the SC Morcha, Samir
Oaraon will head the ST
Morcha and Jamal Siddiqui
will head the Minority Morcha.

There are 12 vice-presi-
dents, eight national general
secretaries and one general
secretary (organisation) BL
Santosh with joint general sec-
retaries ---V Satish, Saudan
Singh, Shiv Prakash (all four
RSS representatives in the BJP)
--- and 13 national secretaries.
Treasurer’s post has been given
to Rajesh Aggarwal with Sudhir
Gupta (MP) being his deputy.

From Page 1
Both the leaders had defected from the TMC with former

once being Chief Minister Mamata Baneree’s Man Friday.
Refusing to hide his anger Sinha said, he was higly disap-

pointed “at the way the TMC defectors are being honoured in
the party at cost of old time-tested workers.”

Sinha was replaced by Hazra a former TMC MP. Apparently
expecting some ‘compensatory’ arrangement from the party high
command Sinha said, he would come out with a detailed state-
ment a few days later.

“I will speak up in details 10-12 days later but for now I can
say that I am extremely disappointed by the new arrangement
where TMC defectors have been honoured with priced posts…
Is this the reward I got for serving the party for the past 40 years?”
he said adding “nothing can be more unfortunate and disap-
pointing than this.”

From Page 1
The chargesheet has been

filed under Indian Penal Code
Sections relating to criminal
conspiracy, murder and com-
mon intention among others.

The chargesheet filed before
a designated court at Madurai
also covers other IPC Sections
including those dealing with
wrongful confinement, destruc-
tion of evidence, false informa-
tion, false evidence, false charge
of offense made with intent to
injure, falsification of records by
a public servant.

One more accused, then
Sub Inspector died during inves-
tigation. The charged policemen
were arrested during the inves-
tigation and are presently in
judicial custody.

The CBI had registered two
cases on July 7 this year related
to the allegations of the custo-
dial deaths on the request of
Tamil Nadu Government and
further notification from the
Centre.

“A CBI team camped con-
tinuously at Madurai and

worked untiringly in the cases
despite the odds of Covid-19
pandemic,” the agency said in a
statement here.

CBI investigation revealed
that the father-son duo was
arrested in the evening of June
19 and allegedly tortured at the
Sathankulam Police Station by
the accused in the evening as
well as in the intervening night,
consequent to which both of
them succumbed to the injuries
and died in the intervening
night of June 22 and June 23.

After investigation, a com-
bined chargesheet in both cases
has been filed. Further investi-
gation is continuing to look into
the role of other persons in the
case, it added.

The accused chargesheeted
in the cases are S Sridhar, then
Inspector/SHO, K Balakrishnan,
then Sub-Inspector; P
Raghuganesh, then Sub-
Inspector, S Murugan, then
Head Constable, A Samadurai,
then Head Constable, M
Muthuraja, then Constable, S
Chelladurai, then Constable, X
Thomas Francis, then Constable
and S Veilumuthu, then consta-
ble.

From Page 1
The Chief Minister said a

lot of water goes to waste in
Delhi. The Delhi Jal Board
supplies 930 million gallons of
water (MGD) per day to the
city -- 176 litres per person. Of
this, a lot of water gets stolen
and leaked.

Accountability should be
fixed for every drop of water.
There should not be any
wastage, Kejriwal asserted. He
said, “We have started walking
in the direction of providing
round-the-clock water supply.
The consultant will tell us
about the state-of-art technol-
ogy, such as the SCADA sys-
tem, with the help of which
water supply can be managed
from the central control room,”
he said.

Kejriwal said that the Delhi
Government is committed to
ensuring a regular supply of
water in Delhi just like many
developed and technologically
advanced nations across the
world.
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Panaji: This monsoon season, Goa has record-
ed the highest rainfall since 1961, Indian
Meteorological Department (IMD) said.

Speaking to reporters on Saturday Rahul M,
scientist at IMD Goa, the state witnessed 412
cms of rainfall from the south west monsoons
in 2020, which is 41 per cent higher than the
normal value of rainfall in the state. IANS

From Page 1
Badal also referred to the Jammu &

Kashmir Official Languages Bill, 2020, in
which Punjabi was not recognized as an offi-
cial language in the Union Territory which
has a sizeable number of Punjabi speaking
people.

After the resignation of Harsimrat Kaur
from the Narendra Modi Cabinet, SAD had
been raising the twin issues of the Farm Bills
and the status of Punjabi language publical-
ly. He had repeatedly lashed out at the BJP
for “misusing” its “brute majority” to pass bills
in the Parliament.

“Dr Farooq Abdullah of the National
Conference, who is a former Chief Minister
of Jammu and Kashmir, supported me and
said that a sizable number of Kashmiris also
spoke Punjabi. The Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) has also supported the inclusion
of Punjabi as an official language in the union
territory,” he said earlier.

Terming the entire development as a “sad
day for democracy”, Sukhbir said that the

founding fathers of the Constitution were
inspired by a vision of India as a multi reli-
gious, multicultural and multilingual nation
and respect for regional languages was seen
an important tool to preserve and promote
this ideal.

He also expressed anguish that while
Punjabi had been excluded from the list of
official languages, English had been includ-
ed in the list. 

“This is sure to hurt the sentiments of
Punjabis in Jammu and Kashmir as well as
everywhere else”, he added.

Earlier this week, Sukhbir had hinted that
no alliance or government was important for
Akali Dal in front of the welfare of the farm-
ers, while declaring that the party would ful-
fill its responsibility towards the ‘annadaata’
come what may. 

He said that the
SAD had taken a consistent stand from day
one in favour of farmers and told farmer rep-
resentatives that it would fulfill its responsi-
bility as and when required.
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With an aim to tackle
shortage of medical oxy-

gen and the resultant increase
in prices amid rising Covid-19
cases in the country, the
National Pharmaceuticals
Pricing Authority (NPPA) has
capped the ex-factory price of
liquid medical oxygen (LMO)
and filled cylinders for six
months.

It has also instructed the
states to fix transport costs for
the supply of medical oxygen to
address COVID-19 exigencies.

The ex-factory price of
LMO at the manufacturers’
end has been capped at Rs
15.22 per cubic metre, exclusive
of GST, while the ex-factory
cost of a medical oxygen cylin-
der has been capped at the
fillers’ end at �25.71 per cubic
metre, exclusive of GST, as
against the existing ceiling
price of �17.49 per cubic metre.

However, it is subject to the
transportation cost fixation at
the state level.

The move by the NPPA
comes after a three-fold
increase in the price of medical
oxygen gas. A few days ago the
Centre had urged the States to
allow unhindered movement of
the oxygen cylinders to ensure
timely help to the needy
patients. 

The authority said that the
demand for medical oxygen
had gone up almost four times,
from 750MT/day to 2,800
MT/day. Besides, delivery
through cylinders has increased
from 11 per cent pre-Covid to
50 per cent of current oxygen
supply, leading to an exponen-
tial rise in prices.

“This has caused a strain
at all levels in the value chain
of production and supply,
especially for distant and inte-
rior districts based on terrain
and distance.”

The manufacturers of
medical oxygen and fillers
had represented to the
Government for up to a three-
fold price increase in the ceil-
ing price of gaseous medical
oxygen.

“It is, therefore, imperative
to cap the price of LMO to
ensure uninterrupted avail-
ability of medical oxygen
through cylinders to the hos-
pitals and consumers,” the
organisation said.

The NPPA said that use of
oxygen for medical purposes
from the overall production
has also signif icantly
increased. “Currently, during
the Covid-19 pandemic,
around 50% of the total liquid
oxygen production is used for
medical purposes in compar-
ison with around 15% usage
during the pre-Covid period. 

Liquid oxygen is being
diverted from industrial use to
medical use to cope with the
additional demand. Many
states/UTs are dependent on
the medical oxygen supply
from other states/UTs. To meet
the enhanced requirement,
medical oxygen is being sup-
plied to remote areas of the
country after incurring addi-
tional cost on transportation,”
it added.

However, the All India
Industrial Gas Manufacturers’
Association (AIIGMA)felt that
the Government should cap
the cost of oxygen at the level
of the hospital instead of the
supplier end.
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As former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh turned

88 on Saturday, greetings
poured in from across the
political spectrum with
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
saying that India feels the
absence of a PM with the
“depth” of Singh.

If anyone in public life
alive today is deserving of the
Bharat Ratna, it is “undoubt-
edly” Singh, said his party col-
league P Chidambaram who
served as finance minister and
home minister under the UPA
I and II governments led by
Manmohan Singh.

Greeting his predecessor
on his birthday, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi wished Singh
a long and healthy life.

Several Union Ministers
and BJP leaders, including
Nirmala Sitharaman, Rajnath
Singh, Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi,
Jyotiraditya Scindia and
Vasundhra Raje Scindia, DMK

chief M K Stalin and West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee also extended their
greetings.

Manmohan Singh headed
the UPA coalition
Governments between 2004
and 2014 and earlier as a
finance minister under the P V
Narasimha Rao government
supervised the liberalisation of
the Indian economy in the
1990s.

“Birthday greetings to Dr
Manmohan Singh Ji. I pray to
Almighty that he is blessed with
a long and healthy life,” Prime
Minister Modi tweeted.

Former Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi wished
Singh, saying, “India feels the
absence of a PM with the
depth of Dr Manmohan Singh.
His honesty, decency and ded-
ication are a source of inspira-
tion for us all.”

“Wishing him a very happy
birthday and a lovely year
ahead,” Gandhi tweeted with
the hashtag

‘HappyBirthdayDrMMSingh’.
Stalin hailed Singh for his

“visionary leadership & futur-
istic ideas”, saying that they had
been instrumental in estab-
lishing India’s global promi-
nence.

“Greetings to former Prime
Minister and Economist Dr.
Manmohan Singh ji on his
birthday. Wishing him good
health and more productive
years in public life,” Trinamool
Congress supremo Mamata
Banerjee tweeted.

Congress general secretary
in-charge organisation K C
Venugopal lauded Singh’s
“journey filled with incredible
achievements”.

“Dr. Manmohan Singh’s life
is an inspiration to us all. His
humility, honesty and incredi-
ble intellect make him an
exemplary leader,” he tweeted.

Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh 
extended warm wishes to
Singh, praying for his good
health and long life.

��7����	
 ���� ��������

After announcing minimum
support prices for rabi

crops in advance, the Centre on
Saturday ordered commence-
ment of procurement opera-
tions for kharif paddy/rice
“immediately” (from Saturday)
in Punjab and Haryana to pla-
cate farmers agitating against
the farm Bills. Significantly,
these two States have been
witnessing maximum protest
against the farm Bills in the last
few days. 

While ‘rail roko’ agitation
by farmers organisations was
continued in Punjab’s Amritsar
and Ferozepur districts on
Saturday as more farmers and
their farmers joined in. The
protesters reached the protest
site in tractor trailers, buses,
four-wheelers and even on
motorcycles and went bare-
chested to express their resent-
ment over the response got
from the Union Government.
Farmers have extended the
‘rail roko’ agitation till
September 29. Besides, farmers
protests continued in sporadic
manner in Haryana, UP and
southern states.

In its order, the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution said it
would commence procurement
of paddy in the two north
Indian States from Saturday,
ahead of October 1, the date set
for commencing procurement
across the country otherwise.
The order said that the step has
been taken in view of early
arrival of paddy this 
year. According to the ministry,
state procuring agencies
including Food Corporation of
India (FCI) are in a state of
readiness for smoothly under-
taking procurement opera-
tions.

The Kharif Marketing
Season (KMS) 2020-21 for
paddy/rice was scheduled to
commence from October 1 in
all procuring States, but the

Centre has allowed procure-
ment operations to begin from
Saturday in both these states.

“…in view of early arrival
of paddy in the mandis of
Har yana and Punjab.
Government of India has
appeared the commencement
of procurement operations
for paddy/rice immediately
in both these States from
today, i.e. with effect from
26th September 2020 to
ensure that farmers are facil-
itated in selling their pro-
duce at Minimum Support
Price (MSP) expeditiously,”
the order said. “Orders for
commencement of procure-
ment operations for paddy
/rice from 26th September,
2020 in Haryana and Punjab
have been issued,” it added.

P K Das, additional chief
secretary, Food, Civil Supplies
and Consumer Affairs
department, Haryana, said
that about 4 lakh quintals of
‘PR-126’ variety of paddy has
been harvested by farmers in
four districts of Kurukshetra,
Karnal, Ambala and Kaithal.
Farmers of these districts have
brought their crops to the
mandis and procurement will

start from Sunday.
The Government has kept

a target to procure 113 lakh
tonnes of rice from Punjab
and 44 lakh tonnes from
Haryana during the kharif
marketing season. Otherwise,
total rice procurement target
is kept at 495.37 lakh tonnes
for the entire country for the
2020-21 kharif season. 

The Centre has fixed MSP
for ‘’common variety’’ paddy
at �1,868 per quintal and for
‘’A’’ grade variety at Rs 1,888
per quintal for the current
year.

In the last kharif season
(KMS 2019-20), a total quan-
tity of 512 lakh metric tonnes
of rice was procured from 23
states. However, biggest quan-

tity of rice was procured from
Punjab (109 lakh tonnes met-
ric tonnes), and the state was
followed by Telangana (73
LMT), Andhra Pradesh (54
LMT), Chhattisgarh (49 LMT),
Odisha (47 LMT) and Haryana
(43 LMT).

Farmers have been protest-
ing on rails tracks at many
places in the state since
September 24. Squatting on
rails tracks, agitating farmers
on Saturday shouted slogans
against the BJP-led 
government at the Centre and
demanded the rollback of the
farm Bills which they
described as black laws. 

In Amritsar, a group of
protesting farmers went shirt-
less to express their anger

against the farm Bills. Farmers
have taken off their ‘kurtas’ and
shirts to make the government
hear our voice, said Kisan
Mazdoor Sangharsh
Committee general secretary
Sarwan Singh Pandher over
the phone. Bare-chested pro-
testers, sitting on Amritsar-
Delhi rail track, raised slogans
against the BJP-led central
government.

In Mohali, farmers burnt
effigy of PM Modi and blocked
roads. Keeping in view the
undergoing blockade of rail-
way lines by farmers at sever-
al places, the Northern rail-
way’s Ferozepur division has
extended the cancellation of 14
trains (up and down) for one
more day on September 27.
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The Congress on Saturday
launched a ‘Speak up for

farmers’ campaign on social
media protesting the farm
Bills, with former party chief
Rahul Gandhi urging people to
raise their voice against what
he described was the Narendra
Modi Government’s “exploita-
tion” of farmers.

The party also attacked
the Centre over the controver-
sial  labour Bills passed by the
Parliament. It asked the other
Opposition parties to join the
protest on the new labour laws
just like they extended their
united protest against the farm
bills that has led to a country-
wide agitation.

“Let us raise our voices
together against the atrocities
and exploitation of farmers by
the Modi Government,” Rahul
said in his message.

The three farm Bills and
the labour code laws were
passed by both houses of
Parliament during the
Monsoon session and are
awaiting presidential assent.

Rahul , who was abroad for
his mother and party chief
Sonia Gandhi’s treatment when
the bills were passed, said these
legislations will “enslave” farm-
ers and minimum support
price (MSP) will be “snatched

away”. 
Rahul extended party’s full

support to the ongoing farmers’
agitation across the country,
particularly in Punjab and
Haryana, where it entered its
second day with sporadic inci-
dents of violence being report-
ed.

Rahul even went to the
extent of claiming that these
legislations will result in an East
India company-like culture. 

The Congress, on its offi-
cial Twitter handle, alleged that
the agriculture bills passed by
the government in a “highly
undemocratic manner are
nothing but an attack on our
farmers and an attempt to
transform agriculture into
another revenue stream for
their crony capitalist friends”. 

Describing the three labour
codes passed by Parliament as
“anti-labour”, Congress said
the farms bill passed has
already led to country wide agi-
tation by farmers and this new
labour law will bring another
set of restlessness to the work-
ers class who are the propeller
of the country growth.

“They have weakened
trade unions and finished the
security and safety for the
workers,” senior Congress
leader and former minister of
labour and employment
Mallikarjun Kharge said at

AICC Press conference. He
was joined by party
spokesman Pawan Khera and
INTUC General Secretary G
Sanjeev Reddy.

Attacking the Government
over the Bills, Kharge said the
government’s claim that the
laws will increase ease of doing
business is false.

“States’ powers have been
usurped by the central gov-
ernment with these laws.
These codes are anti-worker,
anti-labourer and it is impor-
tant to agitate against them,”
the Rajya Sabha MP said.

“All parties must oppose
these laws. The Modi govern-
ment only listens to corporates
and after these laws it will not
listen to trade unions,” he
said. 

Congress spokesperson
Pawan Khera alleged this gov-
ernment is “betraying the
interests” of different sections
one after another. As the issue
of injustice to farmers was
ongoing, this government
betrayed workers, just like
farmers,” he said.

Reddy alleged that there is
no provision for safety and
security of workers in these
bills. 

“We will protest and
struggle against these unjust,
anti-labour and anti-trade
union laws,” he said. 
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The Khadi and Village
Industries Commission

(KVIC) has appointed Sunil
Sethi, a leading personality in
the Indian fashion industry, as
its adviser. 

Sethi will  advise the
Commission on latest design
interventions in the ready-
made garments segment as
well as promotion of Khadi in
India and abroad.

Earlier, renowned fashion
designer Ms Ritu Beri served
as advisor to KVIC whose

term expired recently.
Sethi has over four

decades of experience in glob-
al merchandising, where he
has contributed significantly to
the growth of Indian handi-
crafts, design and the textile
industry, through many inno-
vative and successful initia-
tives. 

As Chairman of the
Fashion Design Council of
India, which is represented by
400 designers, Sethi has been
working to take Indian fashion
industry global.

“Sustainable growth of

Khadi in the fashion industry,
both locally and internation-
ally, is the key idea behind the
appointment. KVIC has
already marked its advent on
the global platform and from
here on we must capitalise on
every opportunity. 

Khadi artisans are capable
of producing the finest quali-
ty and the most unique fabric
in the world and with the
newest design innovations,
Khadi can be a favourite of a
vast global consumer seg-
ment,” KVIC Chairman, Vinai
Kumar Saxena said.
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NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh
Kant on Thursday said

the idea of an aspirational
India is deeply linked to our
spirit of entrepreneurship and
this spirit is a driving force
which will turn the wheels of
Indian economy, propelling it
to greater heights.

“If India’s growth story has
to continue then without
women entrepreneurs and gen-
der parity, India cannot grow,
and it is pretty clear that India’s
businesses cannot grow with-
out women entrepreneurs.
Gender constraints impede
women entry in the entrepre-
neurial Landscape and a
healthy ecosystem, it truly
requires conscious efforts to
improve women’s access to
knowledge and the requisite
skills,” Kant said at a webinar
organised by FLO, the Women’s
Wing of FICCI on “Aspirational
India- Role of Women
Entrepreneurs in India’s
Transformation.” 

The session elaborated on
the role of women entrepre-
neurs as an important,
untapped source of economic
growth and have an important
role as key drivers in India’s
transformation journey.

Jahnabi Phookan, National
President, FLO said “Talking
about an aspirational India is
not enough, we should all be a
partner in the process. Our
endeavour is to create eco-
nomic possibilities for women
at different levels and equip
them to be in charge of their
lives and participate in the
sustainable development of the
nation”.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday held

wide-ranging talks with his Sri
Lankan counterpart Mahinda
Rajapaksa, covering the entire
expanse of bilateral ties and
with a focus on further expand-
ing cooperation in key areas.

In his opening remarks at
a virtual bilateral summit, Modi
said he was confident that the
massive electoral victory of the
ruling party in Sri Lanka
backed by the Rajapaksa
Government’s policies will facil-
itate deeper cooperation
between the two countries.

“An opportunity has come
to begin a new chapter in
India-Sri Lanka ties after your
party’s electoral victory. People
from both the countries are
looking at us with new hope
and expectations,” Modi said.

Rajapaksa was sworn in as
Sri Lankan prime minister for

a fresh term on August 9 after
his party, the Sri Lanka People’s
Front, secured a two-third
majority in the parliamentary
polls.

Modi said India gives pri-
ority to its relations with Sri
Lanka as he mentioned his gov-
ernment’s neighbourhood-first
policy as well as SAGAR
(Security and Growth for All in
the Region) doctrine.

It was Prime Minister
Modi’s first such virtual bilat-
eral engagement with a leader
of a neighbouring country. For
Rajapaksa, it was the first diplo-
matic engagement with a leader
of a foreign country after he
was sworn in as prime minis-
ter.

It was learnt that the two
leaders deliberated on a host of
issues like ways to further
deepen overall defence and
trade ties as well as expansion
of existing cooperation in sev-
eral key areas.
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APIL has been filed in the
Supreme Court for equal

protection of law to people
belonging to the third gender,
alleging that there was no
penal provision which pro-
tects them from offences of sex-
ual assault.

The plea, which has made
the ministries of law and jus-
tice, and social justice and
empowerment as parties,
referred to the provisions of the
IPC of 1860 and recent
amendments into the statute
and other laws on sexual
offences and alleged that none
of them talked about the “trans-
gender, transsexuals, kinnar

and eunuchs”. 
“In spite of declaring trans-

gender people to be a ‘third
gender’ by this court, there is
no provision / section in the
Indian Penal Code which may
protect the third gender from
the sexual assault by male/
female or another transgender,”
it said.

The PIL challenged the
constitutional validity of certain
clauses of Section 354A (out-
raging the modesty of woman)
of IPC, to the extent that they
are interpreted to exclude vic-
tims of sexual harassment who
are transgender persons, as
being ultra vires Articles 14, 15
and 21 of the Constitution. 

The plea filed by lawyer

Reepak Kansal, in his person-
al capacity, said that though the
apex court in 2014, had grant-
ed “recognition to the trans-
gender/ third gender as ‘per-
sons’ falling under the ambit of
Article 14 of the Indian
Constitution”, still they do not

have equal protection of law in
relation to sexual offenses. 

“The petitioner is filing
this petition...With respect to
equal protection of law to the
third gender/transgender
from the sexual assault
/offences as there is no provi-

sion / section in the IPC
which may protect the third
gender from the sexual assault
by male/ female or another
transgender therefore, an anti
–discrimination laws are
needed to safeguard the basic
citizenship rights of trans-
gender persons,” the plea said.

The plea, which may

come up for hearing in few
days, has sought a direction to
the Centre to “make appro-
priate modification/ interpre-
tation of sections/ provisions
of IPC dealing with sexual
assault to include transgender/
transsexuals/ kinnar and
eunuchs in the definitions
accordingly”.

It also referred to an inci-
dent of not lodging an FIR by
Delhi Police on a sexual
harassment complaint of a
Delhi University transgender
student on the ground that
there was no provision in the
IPC to deal with transgenders.

The plea urged the top
court “to issue an appropriate
order... Directing the respon-
dents to pass an Anti-
Discrimination Bill  that
penalises discrimination and
harassment on the basis of
gender”.

It also sought a direction
to the Centre to adopt and
implement the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights
being signatory of it. 
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah will inaugurate a

four-day event here on Sunday
to highlight the Northeast
region’s various potentials like
eco-tourism, culture, heritage
and business.

The ‘Destination North
East-2020’ is a calendar event
of the Ministry of
Development of North Eastern
Region conceptualised with
the objective of taking the
northeastern region to other
parts of the country and bring-
ing them closer together in
order to strengthen national
integration, an official state-
ment said.

The home minister will
inaugurate the event through
video conference while Union
Minister for Development of
North Eastern Region

(DoNER) Jitendra Singh will
be the guest of honour.

For ‘Destination North
East 2020’, the theme is ‘The
Emerging Delightful
Destinations’, which speaks of
the tourism destinations
emerging stronger and more
attractive when the sector
picks up momentum.

The programme focuses
mostly on tourism and coin-
cides with World Tourism
Day which falls on September
27.

The four-day programme
will feature audio visual pre-
sentation of the tourist spots of
the states and the region, mes-
sages from State icons and
achievers, introduction to
prominent local entrepreneurs
and virtual exhibition of hand-
icraft, traditional fashion, and
local products, the statement
said.
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Aligarh: A youth was shot
dead in Peepli village of Tappal
area for opposing liquor sale.
Police has registered a case
against 8 people. One is in cus-
tody. 

36-years-old Neeraj alias
Neeru, resident of Peepli village
was a farmer. Neeru's brother
Prakash has said in the com-
plaint that some people used to
bring liquor from Haryana and
sell it in the village.

When Neeru opposed to
selling liquor, they started accus-
ing and threatening to kill him.
Late in the night, Neeru was
sleeping in a separate room
when 4 people, including
Jayveer, entered the room at and
started beating Neeru with
hockey and rods and finally shot
in the head with a gun.  PNS

Aligarh: Jailed foreigners who
joined the Tablighi Jamaat in
Delhi Nizamuddin during the
corona period are facing diffi-
culties these days. Even after
granting the bail, they will not
be able to leave the district till
the trial is settled and will
remain under the vigilance of
the district police-administra-
tion. In Aligarh also, two Sri
Lankan Jamaatis were arrested
on 1st April from Rangrezan
Masjid, who are currently in
jail.

Uttar Pradesh Special
Secretary Ramnivas Sharma
issued a letter to DM-SSP stat-
ed that these foreigners can be
involved in illegal activities or
they can escape. Jamaati, who
was caught in some districts,
are trying to go to their coun-
try after coming out of jail.
They should not be sent to their
country until the government
orders.  PNS
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The case of murderous assault and
gang-rape of a young dalit woman

in Boolgadhi village of Kotwali
Chandpa in Uttar Pradesh's Hathras
district is continuously catching on.
Superintendent of Police Vikrantveer
has moved the line to Inspector of
Chandpa. Inspector posted in crime
branch has been given charge of
Chandpa. Along with this, on Saturday,
the police have arrested the fourth
accused and sent him to jail.

This was the case:
Last month, the command of

Chandpa police station from Kotwali
Hathras was handed over to the crime
inspector by the Superintendent of
Police. After taking charge, the inspec-
tors were examining the atmosphere of
the area. Meanwhile, on 14 September,
a young woman from Boolgarhhi was
attacked. In which the police took
action by registering a case against an
accused. The woman was admitted to

JN Medical said that she was gang-
raped by four people including Sandeep
and strangled with the intention of
killing her. 

This matter kept on catching up.
Various organizations united to provide
justice. During the deliberations, the
section of gang rape was increased. On
Friday, the police arrested the third
accused and sent him to jail. On
Friday night, the Superintendent of
Police moved the line to Inspector
Chandpa. 

Laxman Singh, posted in the crime
branch, has been given the command
of Chandpa Kotwali.

The SOG and the Chandpa police
were continuously pushing to catch the
fourth accused of gang rape and mur-
derous attack. The police finally got
success on Saturday morning. Police
arrested the fourth accused Ramu son
of Rakesh and sent him to jail. SP
Vikrantveer says that three names
came to light during the deliberations.
In this case, all the accused and those
who came to light have been arrested.
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BJP’s Kerala unit president K
Surendran alleged on

Saturday that the CPI(M)
Government in the State is sab-
otaging the probe into all cor-
ruption cases brought to light
by his party.

“A day after the Central
Bureau of Investigation
launched a probe against the
LIFE Mission project of the
State Government, the
Vigilance Department under
the direct control of Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan has
removed and destroyed all the
relevant files from the
Secretariat at
Thiruvananthapuram. It was to
subvert the probe by the CBI,
the Chief Minister ordered
Vigilance probe into the alle-
gation of corruption worth
hundreds of crore rupees,” said
Surendran while speaking to

reporters at Pathanamthitta
where he inaugurated a Mahila
Morchcha rally demanding the
resignation of Ministers E P
Jayarajan and K T Jaleel against
whom there are big allega-
tions of corruption.

The CBI on Friday has reg-
istered a case in the Chief
Judicial Magistrate Court,
Ernakulam, in awarding the
LIFE Mission contracts of
building apartment complex at
Wadakancherry to two private
entrepreneurs without any
experience in construction sec-
tor. 

According to sources in
CBI, even ministers would be
summoned for questioning  in
this case. 

The CBI case is a follow up
to a complaint filed by
Congress legislator Anil
Akkara, who represents
Wadakkancherry constituency
in the Assembly.
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Kerala, which declared itself
as a Covid-19 free-State on

May 8, is facing an unprece-
dented grievous situation with
a steep hike in the number of
new patients diagnosed with
the pandemic as well as the
total number of persons under-
going treatment for the disease.

The State has put neigh-
bouring Tamil Nadu  way
behind in both the categories,
according to the facts and fig-
ures released by the respective
State Governments on
Saturday.

While Kerala diagnosed
7,006 new persons with Covid-
19 by Saturday evening, there
were only 5,647 new patients in
Tamil Nadu which has more
than twice the population than
the former. There were 52,678

active Coronavirus afflicted
persons in Kerala as on
Saturday evening. But  the cor-
responding figure for Tamil
Nadu was 46,336.

The only segment in which
Kerala is trailing Tamil Nadu is
in the number of fatalities.
While Kerala announced 21
deaths on Saturday, Tamil Nadu
saw 85 persons succumbing to
the pandemic during the last 24
hours.

A Government physician
in Kerala, whom The Pioneer
has been in touch with since
the first case was reported in
the State, said that the
Government of Kerala has
been furnishing false details
about the number of cases
from the beginning itself. But
he did not want his name to be
disclosed.

“Even  the number of
deaths from the State is faulty.

I have authentic figures from
Pathanamthitta district where
more than 50 persons had died
because of Covid-19. But the
official claim is just three
deaths,” said the doctor.

A senior scientist of
Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre,
Thiruvananthapuram, said the
situation in Kerala has been
grave from the beginning itself.
“If you are bold enough, just go
to Medical College Hospital in
the capital city. I have seen it
personally,” said the scientist.

The doctor said that Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan knew
well that the situation in the
State would no more be kept
secret from the general public.
“It is dangerous to come to
Kerala at this juncture. Out of
the 7,006  new cases diagnosed
on Saturday, 6,668 contracted
the pandemic through social
contact” he said.
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Panaji: Goa BJP president Sadanand Shet Tanavade on
Saturday said that the fact that dozens of BJP workers, includ-
ing Chief Minister Pramod Sawant, tested coronavirus posi-
tive only showed that the cadres were out in the field during
the pandemic.

“Sixty eight BJP workers throughout Goa tested positive
during the pandemic. They tested positive precisely because
they were out in the field, in the service of people, unlike
Congress leaders who stayed indoors and only issued state-
ments,” Tanavade said.

Speaking at the inaugural session of the state Bharatiya
Janata Party executive meeting held in Mapusa town, locat-
ed a short distance from Panaji, Tanavade said that the BJP
was already actively preparing for a host of elections, includ-
ing zilla panchayats and municipalities, ahead of the 2022
Assembly polls.

In all, one fifth of Goa's 40 legislators have tested posi-
tive, including Sawant, former Deputy Chief Minister Sudin
Dhavalikar, former Chief Ministers Churchill Alemao and Ravi
Naik, MLAs Antonio Fernandes, Nilkanth Halarnkar,
Dayanand Sopte and Clafasio Dias.

Union Minister of State for Defence and AYUSH Shripad
Naik, who is a Lok Sabha MP from Goa, had also tested pos-
itive.

Tanavade said that the BJP in Goa was gearing up for the
upcoming polls delayed due to the Covid-19 spread. “The BJP
will return to power with an absolute majority in Goa in 2022,”
he said. IANS

Amaravati: The Andhra Pradesh Government has ordered the
police to secure all places of worship to avoid any untoward
incident, especially in the light of the Antarvedi Sri Lakshmi
Narasimha Swamy temple chariot blaze, at a time when reli-
gious politics is raging in the state.

The police department has already initiated the process
of asking priests and religious heads across the state to be vig-
ilant and fix surveillance cameras in churches, temples,
mosques.

In Prakasam and West Godavari districts, like all others,
the police visited temples, churches and mosques, suggesting
safety measures to the clergy as well as locals.

A Prakasam police official said the department is keep-
ing 24x7 vigil at all places of worship in the district.

A couple of policemen were seen securing a Lord
Hanuman temple at Parchur village, another temple at
Komarole, a mosque in Kandukur town and a Telugu Baptist
Church in Pamuru.

Similar scenes were seen in Epurupalem, PC Palli, Kanigi
and other places in the district.

Meanwhile, Prakasam Superintendent of Police (SP),
Siddharth Kaushal, has warned hate mongers that the police
are keeping a strict vigil to thwart any opportunity for vest-
ed interests to exploit the situation.

“We are taking it very seriously on the ground. We are
ensuring that no opportunity is given and everything is attend-
ed to promptly on ground, responded to promptly and no
opportunity is given to exploit this situation,” Kaushal told
IANS.

He said police are also monitoring social media to look
for troublemakers. “We are drawing up a list of suspects who
might want to capitalise on a provocation. We are keeping a
close watch, taking everything very seriously on the ground,”
he asserted. IANS

Jaipur: Rajasthan reported
2,045 fresh coronavirus cases
on Saturday while the state's
death toll due to the infection
rose to 1,426 with 14 more
fatalities, according to a health
department bulletin.

The state's infection tally
now stood at 1,26,775.

Ajmer, Banswara, Baran,
Bikaner, Dungarpur, Jaipur,
Jalore, Jhunjhunu, Jodhpur,
Kota, Pali, Sikar, Tonk and
Udaipur reported one death
each, according to the bulletin.

The maximum number of
fresh cases was reported from
Jaipur (415), while Jodhpur
and Bikaner reported 335 and
108 infections, respectively.

Other cases were report-

ed from Ajmer (100), Alwar
(153), Banswara (22), Baran
(20), Barmer (3), Bharatpur
(15), Bhilwara (90), Bundi (10),
Chittorgarh (18), Churu (23),
Dausa (37), Dholpur (20),
Dungarpur (35), Ganganagar
(23), Hanumangarh (19),
Jaisalmer (29), Jalore (84),
Jhalawar (10), Jhunjhunu (26),
Karauli (20), Kota (53), Nagaur
(43), Pali (83), Pratapgarh (5),
Rajsamand (32),
Sawaimadhopur (18), Sikar
(58), Sirohi (5), Tonk (30) and
Udaipur (103).

In Rajasthan, 1,05,994
patients have recovered from
COVID-19 so far and the num-
ber of active cases stood at
19,355. PTI

Lucknow: As many as 4,412
fresh COVID-19 cases took
Uttar Pradesh's infection tally to
3,82,835 on Saturday, while 67
more deaths pushed the toll to
5,517.

There are 57,086 active cases
in the state, according to officials.
A total of 4,412 fresh coron-
avirus cases were reported. The
death toll due to the virus has
mounted to 5,517, Additional
Chief Secretary, Health, Amit
Mohan Prasad said.

The number of active
patients in the state stands at
57,086. Currently, 29,266
patients are under home isola-
tion, he said. As many as
3,20,232 patients have recovered
and been discharged from hos-
pitals, Prasad said, adding that
the state's recovery rate has
gone up to 83.64 per cent.

On Friday, over 1.56 lakh
samples were tested, taking the
total number of COVID-19
tests conducted in the state to

over 94 lakh, he said.
Stressing that the positivity

rate in the state is coming down,
the officer said since the past one
week, a declining trend has
been seen in the number of daily
cases. In a meeting with senior
officials earlier in the day, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
expressed satisfaction over the
declining positivity rate.

He said it is an indication
that the state's strategy to con-
tain the infection is showing
good results. He asked officials
to continue testing in the same
manner and ensure that there is
no shortage of manpower or
medicines in COVID-19 hospi-
tals. Adityanath directed the
officials to pay special attention
to Lucknow, which has report-
ed the maximum number of
cases and deaths in the  state, and
prepare a better model for con-
taining the infection after  con-
sulting the district's nodal offi-
cer. PTI
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Alocal court on Saturday awarded seven year sen-
tence to a man for raping a woman on the pre-

text of marriage in Udhampur district of Jammu and
Kashmir, an official said.  

Additional session judge Udhampur, S R Gandhi
pronounced the judgment after hearing the addi-
tional public prosecutor Anil Kumar Magotra for the
state, and counsel for the accused and the material
on record, the official said.  Surinder Singh, a resi-
dent of Kotli Jija village of Udhampur, was arrest-
ed after the woman lodged a written complaint at
Rehmbal Police Station on December 7, 2011, alleg-
ing that the accused had called her and when she
met him, he outraged her modesty and also threat-
ened her not to tell anyone about the incident.

The victim also claimed that Singh afterwards
repeatedly made physical relations with her with a
promise to marry her, the official said. 

On the basis of the report, an FIR was registered
and the accused was arrested after thorough inves-
tigation. Later, the charge sheet was presented in the
court of Additional District and session judge court,
Udhampur.  
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Following repeated incidents
of arms dropping using

drones by the Pakistan based
handlers of terrorist outfits in
different parts of Jammu
region, the border security
grid and security checkpoints
along the National highway has
been beefed up to prevent any
major terror strike on a vital
security installation in the
region.

Inspector  General of
Police, Jammu Zone , Mukesh
Singh Saturday  chaired a high
level meeting with the district
police chiefs following appre-
hensions of 'subversive' activi-
ties by the anti national ele-
ments  and reviewed the
Border Security Grid and
National Highway security.

In the recent weeks, sever-

al incidents of arms dropping
along the International border
in Samba and Kathua have
come to light where local Over
ground workers (OGW's) were
tasked to ferry the arms and
ammunition consignment to
their conduits before handing
them over to the commanders
of different terrorist outfits. In
many cases, these conduits
have been caught red handed
with arms consignment by the
alert security forces but there
are apprehensions that some of
these consignments have been
delivered 'successfully' without
coming on the radar of the
security forces.

In a separate meeting on
Friday IGP, Jammu Mukesh
Singh had  directed  the senior
police officers to remain alert
in their respective jurisdiction
and ensure strict 'Naka' check-

ing on the National Highway
from Kashmir valley to Jammu
region to prevent the move-
ment of arms and terrorists in
their region.

The meeting was attended
by the senior police officers
including range DIG's and dis-
trict police chiefs of Jammu,
Samba, Kathua and Udhampur.

During the security review
meeting, detailed presentations
were given by the senior offi-
cers discussing the three tier
deployment of paramilitary
forces along the International
border and the counter terror-
ist grid in the region. Directions
were issued to the police offi-
cers of these bordering districts
to strengthen the intelligence
network in the border belt and
maintain tight vigil on the
movement of suspected people
in the area.
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Seven people were in custody
on Saturday after a stabbing

outside the former Paris offices
of satirical newspaper Charlie
Hebdo, including the suspected
assailant, authorities said.
Counterterrorism authorities
are investigating what authori-
ties called an Islamic extremist
attack linked to Charlie Hebdo,
which lost 12 employees in an
al-Qaida attack in 2015.

The weekly, which rou-
tinely mocks religious and
other prominent figures,
recently republished carica-
tures of the Prophet
Muhammad that outraged
many Muslims.

The suspected assailant in
Friday’s stabbing had been
arrested a month ago for car-
rying a screwdriver but was not
on police radar for Islamic
radicalisation, Interior Minister
Gerald Darmanin said. He said
the screwdriver was considered
a weapon, but did not explain
why.

The suspect arrived in
France three years ago as an
unaccompanied minor, appar-

ently from Pakistan, but his
identity was still being verified,
the minister said.

Seven others were detained
in the aftermath of Friday’s
attack, but one has been
released, according to judicial
officials.

Five of those in custody
were detained in the Paris sub-
urb of Pantin in a residence
where the suspect is believed to
have lived, a police official
said.

Two people were wounded
in Friday’s attack, a woman and
a man working at a documen-
tary production company who
had stepped outside for a
smoke break.

The interior minister con-
ceded that security was lacking
on the street where Charlie
Hebdo was once headquar-
tered, and ordered special pro-
tection for all “symbolic sites,”
noting in particular Jewish
sites around the Yom Kippur
holiday this weekend.

A Jewish grocery store was
targeted days after the Charlie
Hebdo newsroom massacre,
in what authorities say were
coordinated attacks. 

Colombo: Former Sri Lankan
President Maithripala Sirisena
should take responsibility for
the 2019 Easter Sunday bomb-
ings that claimed the lives of
over 250 people, ex-police
chief Pujith Jayasundara has
told a panel probing the
attack, according to media
reports.

On April 21, 2019, Easter
Sunday, nine suicide bombers
belonging to the local Islamic
extremist group National
Thawheed Jamaat (NTJ) car-
ried out a series of blasts that
tore through three churches
and as many luxury hotels in
the island nation, killing 258

people, including 11 Indians,
and injuring over 500 people.

Sri Lankan police have
arrested over 200 suspects in
connection with the bomb-
ings. Links between the NTJ
and the Islamic State (IS)
were later established. 

Suspended Inspector
General of Police Jayasundera
testified on Thursday before
the presidential inquiry com-
mission probing the attacks,
the Daily Mirror Lanka
reported. “I provided intelli-
gence to senior DIGs Nandana
Munasinghe, Latheef, Priyalal
Dasanayake and Waruna
Jayasundara who had been

appointed to cover the entire
island. Provincial officers were
also informed,” the newspaper
quoted Jayasundera as saying.

He said Sirisena’s brother
had ensured the intelligence
that he provided was deleted
from telecom records, who at
the time was the president of
Mobitel Telecom, reported
the Colombo Page.
Jayasundara told the com-
mission that Sirisena had
asked him to take responsi-
bility for the attack and indi-
rectly offered inducements —
high government post,
appointment as an
Ambassador. PTI
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US President Donald Trump has
alleged that a new set of docu-

ments have revealed that Russians
interfered in the 2016 presidential
elections on behalf of his then rival
and Democratic presidential nom-
inee Hillary Clinton.

The alleged Russian interference
in US elections in 2016 was one of
the major topics for the Opposition
Democrats in the first three years of
Trump’s presidency and also became
the basis of the failed impeachment
proceedings against him.

“I’ve been tarred with this hor-
rible witch hunt for four years. And
I didn’t do it. Think of it. What
would my numbers be, if I didn’t go
through almost four years of a
Russian witch hunt that turned out
to be just the opposite. They were the
ones involved with Russia,” Trump
said while addressing a Repubican
campaign rally in Newport, Virginia
on Friday. 

“A new trove of documents
…now prove that Russia interfered
in 2016. Unfortunately, it was on
behalf of Hillary Clinton, not Trump. 

They interfered with disinfor-
mation,” Trump said.Trump alleged
the 2016 presidential elections were
interfered by the Russians on behalf
of rival Clinton’s campaign.

“The newly released text mes-
sages make 100 per cent clear. The
FBI knew that Democrats pur-
chased Russian disinformation tar-
geting me, your favourite president,
which then formed the basis for the
witch hunt,” he said as he praised
several Fox News anchors for stand-
ing by him during those days.

Trump also accused the
Democrats and the Russians of spy-
ing on him and his campaign.

“It was a whole big disinforma-
tion campaign,” he said amidst
cheers and applause from his audi-
ence. Now it’s turning out….Not

turning out, turning out, it’s done
because if you look at everything,
that’s come out over the last few days,
it’s we caught them. They spied on
my campaign and they tried for a
coup,” he said.

“Can you believe it, in this day
and age? And we caught them cold.
… It turned out to be a total hoax.
In fact, Biden’s son was just revealed
two days ago, got USD 3.5 million
dollars from the wife of the mayor
of Moscow,” he alleged. 

The Trump administration ear-
lier this month charged a Russian
national in a sweeping plot to sow
distrust in the American political
process and imposed sanctions
against a Russia-linked Ukrainian
lawmaker accused of interfering in
the US presidential election.

Those actions, combined with a
Microsoft announcement on hack-
ing 

attempts targeting US political
campaigns, parties and consultants,

underscore the extent to which the
same cyber intrusions and foreign
influence operations that defined the
2016 White House race remain a
persistent concern, according to
local media reports. 

Meanwhile, latest polls show that
Trump, 74, is fast catching up with
his Democratic rival and former vice
president Joe Biden, 77, with the lat-
ter leading by 6.7 per cent on a
national average against a double-
digit lead more than a month ago. 

In the battleground States, the
lead has now come down to 3.6 per
cent ahead of the November 3 pres-
idential election.

Trump in his rallies over the past
10 days has been attracting a huge
crowd, with his supporters ignoring
social distancing measures of coro-
navirus pandemic. 

Biden on the other hand has not
been doing large public rallies. His
meetings are mostly virtual and
small in-person ones at times.

Seoul: South Korea said on
Saturday it will request North
Korea to further investigate the
killing of a South Korean gov-
ernment official who was shot
by North Korean troops after
being found adrift near the
rivals’ disputed sea boundary
while apparently trying to
defect.

Seoul could also possibly
call for a joint investigation into
Tuesday’s shooting, which
sparked outrage in the South
and drew a rare apology from
North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un.

Kim was quoted as saying
he was “very sorry” over what
he described as an “unexpect-
ed, unfortunate incident” in a
message sent by Pyongyang’s
United Front Department, a
North Korean government
agency in charge of inter-
Korean relations.

However, the North Korean
message, which was announced
by the office of South Korean
President Moon Jae-in on
Friday, largely passed the blame
for the shooting to the South
Korean official, claiming that he
refused to answer questions
and attempted to flee before
North Korean troops fired at
him.

South Korean officials dur-
ing a presidential National
Security Council meeting
Friday evening concluded that
further investigation was need-
ed because the North’s account
of the incident was different
from what was gathered by
South Korean intelligence,
Moon’s office said.

“We have decided to
request the North to conduct an
additional investigation and
also request a joint investigation
with the North if needed,” the

Blue House said in a statement. 
It said the South will also

“swiftly take measures to fur-
ther strengthen surveillance
posture” in waters off the coun-
try’s western coast to prevent
similar incidents.

South Korea’s coast guard
was deploying dozens of vessels
and hundreds of officers to
search waters near the western
sea border Saturday for the offi-
cial’s remains. 

The North’s state media
have yet to report on the inci-
dent or Kim’s apology.

South Korea earlier accused
the North of shooting the man,
who was likely trying to defect,
and burning his body after
finding him on a floating object
in North Korean waters. South
Korean officials condemned
what they called an “atrocious
act” and pressed North Korea to
punish those responsible. AP 

Beijing: The ruling Communist Party of China
has suspended a senior official in Tibet for cor-
ruption and divulging state secrets, according
to the official media.

Wang Jinhe, 55, a former party member and
deputy director of Tibet’s transport authority,
has been subject to disciplinary and supervisory
investigations for suspected serious violations
of discipline and law in April this year.

He has been in the vice post of the Tibet
transport authority for eight years since 2012,
the state-run Xinhua news agency.

The discipline inspection commission of the
Tibet Autonomous Region announced on
Friday that Wang was expelled from the
Communist party and removed from his posi-
tion for corruption, divulging state secrets and
illegally possessing ammunition.

The commission said Wang had demon-
strated disloyalty to the party and even coun-
tered the inspection by transferring and con-
cealing evidence.

He illegally occupied public houses; divulged
state secrets, and illegally possessed ammuni-
tion, the commission said. 

He took advantage of his position to pro-
vide unlawful help in contracting projects to
those who offered him bribes of a huge amount,
it said, without releasing details.

Wang has seriously violated the party’s dis-
ciplines of politics, organisation, work and life.
And, his actions should be dealt with serious-
ly, it said.

Wang has since been expelled from the party
and removed from his government position with
all illegal gains confiscated.

Thousands of Communist Party of China
officials have been suspended since Chinese
President Xi Jinping took power in 2012.

Critics allege that Xi also made effective use
of the anti-graft campaign to consolidate his
power. PTI
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United Nations: Russia and
China blocked the official release
of a report by UN experts on
Libya that accused its warring
parties and their international
backers -- including Russia -- of
violating a UN arms embargo on
the conflict-wracked country,
UN diplomats said Friday.

Germany’s deputy UN
ambassador, Günter Sautter,
said he brought the issue to the
Security Council after the two
countries blocked the report’s
release by the committee mon-
itoring sanctions on Libya,
which Germany heads. “Many
delegations have asked for the
publication of the panel of
experts’ interim report,” he said. 

“This would create much
needed transparency. It would
contribute to naming and sham-
ing those who continue to bla-
tantly violate the arms embargo
in spite of agreements that have
been made.” 

But diplomats, speaking on
condition of anonymity because
Friday’s council consultations
were closed, said Russia and

close ally China again blocked
the report’s publication.

Sautter said before the meet-
ing, when asked what Germany
could do if Russia and China
blocked the report’s release
again: “Let me assure you I will
continue to use every tool at
hand in order to make sure that
we have the necessary trans-
parency.” 

The report, seen by The
Associated Press earlier this
month, said the arms embargo
was being violated by Libya’s
UN-supported government in
the west, which is backed by
Turkey and Qatar, and by rival
east-based forces under com-
mander Khalifa Hifter, backed
by the United Arab Emirates,
Russia and Jordan. 

The panel said the embar-
go remains “totally ineffective.”
The experts said 11 companies
also violated the arms embargo,
including the Wagner Group, a
private Russian security com-
pany that the panel said in May
provided between 800 and 1,200
mercenaries to Hifter.

In addition, the experts said
the warring parties and their
international backers, along with
Egypt and Syria, failed to inspect
aircraft or vessels if they have
reasonable grounds to believe
the cargo contains military
weapons and ammunition, as
required by a 2015 Security
Council resolution.

Anwar Gargash, the United
Arab Emirates’ minister of state
for foreign affairs, told a group
of reporters at a virtual briefing
Friday that he wouldn’t com-
ment on a report he hadn’t
seen. But he said that “we cate-
gorically deny” many of the
“wild allegations that we’ve been
hearing in the press.” 

In the years after the 2011
uprising that toppled longtime
autocrat Moammar Gadhafi,
Libya has sunk further into tur-
moil and is now divided
between two rival administra-
tions based in the country’s east
and west, with an array of fight-
ers and militias backed by var-
ious foreign powers allied with
each side. AP

Washington: President Donald
Trump plans on Saturday to
name conservative federal
appeals court judge Amy
Coney Barrett to fill the vacan-
cy on the US Supreme Court
created by the death of Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, two
sources said on Friday.

His decision, which comes
a week after the liberal icon’s
death at age 87, sets the stage
for what promises to be a bit-
ter confirmation fight in the
U.S. Senate, which is controlled
by Trump’s fellow Republicans.
Trump has asked Senate
Republicans to confirm his
nominee ahead of the Nov. 3
US election, when he seeks a
second term in office and
Democrats aim to seize control
of the chamber.

Barrett, 48, was appointed
by Trump to the Chicago-
based 7th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals in 2017 and is known
for her conservative religious
views. Supreme Court justices

are given lifetime appoint-
ments.

If confirmed by the Senate,
she would become the fifth
woman to serve on the high
court while expanding its con-
servative majority to a rock-
solid 6-3.

Trump plans a formal
introduction at the White
House on Saturday. Two
sources confirmed on Friday
that Trump plans to nominate
Barrett, but warned that
Trump could change his
mind. Trump himself told
reporters on Friday that he
had made his decision, but
declined to say who his pick
was.

Barrett has been viewed as
a frontrunner throughout,
along with fellow federal
appeals court judge Barbara
Lagoa. Barrett previously
served as a clerk to conserva-
tive Supreme Court Justice
Antonin Scalia, who died in
2016. Agency
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London: Thousands gathered
on Saturday at London’s
Trafalgar Square to protest
lockdowns and social distanc-
ing rules imposed to slow the
spread of COVID-19.

London’s Metropolitan
Police has warned demonstra-
tors to follow social-distancing
rules. Police said before the
event that officers will first
engage with people and explain
the social distancing rules, but
they may take enforcement
action if protesters still fail to
comply. As the protest began,
police were visible around the
edges of the crowd but didn’t
confront protesters, most of
whom weren’t wearing masks.

“I know there is great frus-
tration to these regulations, but
they have been designed to
keep everyone safe from what is
a lethal virus,” Cmdr. Ade
Adelekan said. “By flagrantly
gathering in large numbers and
ignoring social distancing, you
are putting your at risk.” AP
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Kyiv: Hundreds of women call-
ing for the authoritarian pres-
ident to step down protested in
Belarus’ capital on Saturday,
continuing the large demon-
strations that have rocked the
country since early August.

Police blocked off the cen-
ter of Minsk and arrested more
than 60 demonstrators, accord-
ing to the Viasna human rights
organisation. Some of those
arrested were chased down by

police in building courtyards
where they were trying to take
refuge, Viasna said.

Protests, by far the largest
and most persistent in Belarus
since independence from the
Soviet Union in 1991, began
August 9 after an election that
officials said gave President
Alexander Lukashenko a sixth
term in office.

Opponents and some poll
workers say the results, in

which Lukashenko was tallied
with 80 per cent support, were
manipulated.

Despite wide-scale deten-
tions of demonstrators and the
arrest of many prominent
opposition figures, the protests
haven’t shown signs of abating.
Lukashenko further angered
opponents this week by taking
the oath of office for a new
term in an unexpected cere-
mony.  AP 
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The Trump Administration
is seeking to restrict the

stay of journalists from China
in the US to just 90 days with
the provision of another exten-
sion for a similar duration,
according to a federal notifi-
cation.

The move came amidst
worsening of bilateral ties over
a range of issues like the coro-
navirus pandemic, trade,
Beijing’s increasing grip on
Hong Kong and alleged human
rights abuses against minorities
in the Xinjiang province.

The proposal of the

Department of Homeland
Security is part of the fixed
time limit on visas of students,
researchers and foreign jour-
nalists in the US.

While the time limit for
foreign journalists in general
has been restricted to 240 days
and another extension of a
similar period, those for a
journalist from China would
be issued a I visa by the United
States just for 90 days, as per
the federal notification issued
on Friday. 

Stake holders have 30 days
to respond to the federal noti-
fication before it can be
enforced. 
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 Beijing: China’s fastest subway

train, travelling at 160 kms per
hour, made its debut in south-
ern Guangzhou city, official
media reported on Saturday.

The subway train will be
put into service at Guangzhou
Metro’s No. 18 and No. 22
metro lines, which are still
under construction. Once it is
put into service, it will take 25
minutes and 30 minutes from
Nansha Free Trade Zone to the
South Guangzhou train station
and East Guangzhou train sta-
tion, respectively, state-run
Global Times reported.  The
two lines will extend to
Guangdong’s Zhuhai,
Zhongshan and Dongguan
cities in the future.  PTI
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Finance ministry sources
have countered CAG audit

finding of central Government
wrongly retaining �47,272
crore of GST compensation
cess meant for States, saying
temporary retention cannot be
termed as diversion.

Days after the
Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) flagged that the
Centre in first two years of the
GST implementation wrongly
retained GST compensation
cess that was meant to be used
specifically to compensate
states for loss of revenue, min-
istry sources said compensation
due for the year 2017-18 and
2018-19 was fully paid to states.

Time taken in reconcilia-
tion of compensation receipts
can’t be termed as diversion of
GST cess fund when the dues
to states were fully released by
the central government, they
said.

Sources said that in 2017-
18, �62,611 crore was collect-

ed, out of which the govern-
ment released full compensa-
tion dues of �41,146 crore to
the States and union territories
(UTs).

In 2018-19, an amount of
�95,081 crore was collected, out
of which �69,275 crore was
paid as full compensation dues
to States and UTs.

They said an amount of
�47,271 crore collected in the
2017-18 and 2018-19 had
remained unutilised for rec-
onciliation post full payment of
GST compensation dues.

For the year 2019-20, the
central Government released
�1,65,302 crore as GST com-
pensation against a cess col-
lection of �95,444 crore which
it could do so with the
unutilised cess of �47,271
crore.

The GST (Compensation
to States) Act guarantees all
states an annual growth rate of
14 per cent in their GST rev-
enue in the first five years of
implementation of GST begin-
ning July 2017. It was intro-

duced as a relief for States for
the loss of revenues arising
from the implementation of
GST.

If a state’s revenue grows
slower than 14 per cent, it is
supposed to be compensated by
the Centre using the funds
specifically collected as com-
pensation cess. To provide
these grants, a GST compen-
sation cess is levied on certain
luxury and sin goods.

The collected compensa-
tion cess flows into the con-
solidated fund of India (CFI),
and is then transferred to the
Public Account of India, where
a GST compensation cess
account has been created. States
are compensated bi-monthly
from the accumulated funds in
this account.

However, instead of trans-
ferring the entire GST cess
amount to the GST compen-
sation fund during 2017-18 and
2018-19, the CAG found that
the Centre retained these funds
in the CFI and used it for other
purposes.
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Telecom regulator Trai has
decided to drop proceed-

ings against Vodafone Idea Ltd
(VIL) in priority plan matter
after the telco withdrew con-
tentious claims on faster speed
and modified its offering.

The move brings down
curtains on the controversial
priority plan issue, which saw
the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (Trai) initi-
ating a probe into telco’s claims
of priority network and faster
data speeds for premium cus-
tomers.

Last month, the regulator
had slapped a show-cause
notice on VIL over its priority
mobile plan, saying the tariff
offer lacked transparency and
was “misleading” and not in
compliance with regulatory
framework.

Faced with regulatory heat,
VIL recently dropped the faster
data speed claims which
formed a prominent part of its
pay-more-for-priority-treat-
ment offering and filed a
revised plan with Trai.

The regulator has now
informed VIL that “the author-
ity has decided not to proceed
with the investigation/ further
inquiry”. Trai letter, seen by
PTI, noted that the operator
has informed that the earlier
RedX plan has been discon-
tinued and that a new tariff

plan of RedX, without the
claim of priority 4G network
feature with faster speed, has
been filed. “It has been further
stated that VIL believes that the
same would address the con-
cerns of the authority and
based on the same, VIL
requested the authority to grant
closure to the pending enquiry,”
the regulator said closing the
matter. Earlier this month, VIL
submitted a new RedX plan
with Trai as 

it removed claims of faster
data speeds - a major bone of
contention.  The company’s
website too had stopped tout-
ing claims of faster speeds for
RedX plan and instead spoke of
benefits purely in terms of
entertainment privileges
(Netflix and Amazon Prime),
travel privileges, mobility ben-
efits and other privileges for the
said offer. Trai had been exam-
ining VIL’s priority plan RedX
and Bharti Airtel Platinum
offering to see if network pref-
erence to specific customers led
to deterioration of services for
other non-premium sub-
scribers or violated any norms.

Bharti Airtel, how-
ever, was not issued a show-
cause notice for its platinum
plan. Airtel had withdrawn its
platinum offering and offered
to abide by Trai’s views and
hence the regulator did not
proceed with further investi-
gation on it. 

New Delhi: Leading private
sector medical service provider
Fortis Healthcare has handed
over a cheque of �2.5 crore at
the initiative of Minister of
State for Health and Family
Welfare Ashwini Kumar
Choubey.
Fortis Healthcare’s MD and
CEO Dr Ashutosh
Raghuvanshi, senior Vice
President (Corporate Affairs

and CSR) Manu Kapila, SRL’s
CEO Anand Kumar handed
over the cheque to Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) Director General Prof
(DR) Balram Bhargav and
senior financial advisor Rajiv
Roy. On the occasion, Shri
Choubey was present. At the
event, Shri Choubey said that
the ICMR has established an
outstanding parameter in the

field of research. Not only in
India, this institute one of the
best research institute in the
world. Since day first of Covid-
19 pandemic, the scientists are
working tirelessly day and
night. He also said that the
Fortis Hospital has done a
commendable job and “I am
sure this would inspire many.”
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Persistently high inflation
fanned in part due to sup-

ply side disruptions along with
seasonal factors will deter the
Reserve Bank to administer a
dose of lending rate cut during
the upcoming monetary poli-
cy review.

In a poll conducted by
IANS, economist and industry
experts cited elevated inflation
level as a key determinant for
a pause in policy easing.

Notably, the expected
move comes at a time when
industrial output is at historic
low due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

A policy easing, if admin-
istered, would have theoreti-
cally allowed commercial

banks to reduce their lending
rates thereby helping both con-
sumers and the industry to get
cheaper finance.

Subsequently, the increased
money flow in the hands of
consumers would have helped
to boost demand, and for the
industry provided a higher
flow of capital investment on
the back of lower cost.

Nonetheless, retail inflation
has been at an elevated level
during July-August.

“In view of the retail infla-
tion being higher than RBI’s
comfort zone for two consec-
utive quarters in the past and
likelihood of it remaining in
excess of 6 per cent in July-
September as well, no rate cut
is expected in the upcoming
policy review,” Sunil Kumar

Sinha, Principal Economist,
India Ratings & Research told
IANS.

“But RBI will continue to
maintain its accommodative
policy stance to signal that
policy rates are not going to go
up either.”

Lately, data showed that
India’s August retail inflation
stood at an elevated level.

The retail or consumer
price index stood at 6.69 per
cent in August. It had risen to
6.73 per cent in July.

As per the data, retail infla-
tion level has reached the upper
limit of the medium-term CPI
inflation target of 4 per cent.
The target is set within a band
of +/- 2 per cent.

“Given the elevated CPI
inflation, we expect an extend-

ed pause from the MPC,” said
Aditi Nayar, Principal
Economist, ICRA.

The RBI’s MPC (Monetary
Policy Committee) is expected
to release its resolution on the
monetary policy after their
meet on Sep 29th to Oct 1st,
2020.

“We believe that MPC will

continue to hold the interest
rates in the near term given the
continuing inflationary con-
cerns,” said Suman Chowdhury
Chief Analytical Officer at
Acuite Ratings and Research.

“However, the accom-
modative stance is likely to per-
sist in the face of the ongoing
economic contraction.”

Besides inflation, other

economic indicators, showed
decline in production and in
essence revival of economic
growth due to localised lock-
downs, supply chain disrup-
tions and lack of labour supply.

“Our inflation trajectory
suggests that technically the
next opportune time to cut may
not come before end-3QFY21,”
said Madhavi Arora, Lead
Economist, FX and Rates for
Edelweiss Securities.

“However, the modest
reduction in July and August
CPI inflation will provide some
comfort for the RBI. We main-
tain the depth of ongoing fall
in demand is not yet reflected
accurately in inflation, and as
it starts to percolate in data and
as supply normalise progres-
sively, headline CPI inflation

will likely moderate towards 4
per cent by end-CY20, admit-
tedly also helped by base effect.”

The August datapoint fur-
ther showed that India’s con-
sumer food price index had
eased a bit to 9.05 per cent
against 9.27 per cent reported
for July 2020.

On its part, Brickwork
Ratings said: “We expect infla-
tion to remain b elow 6 per cent
in Q3FY21 as food inflation is
likely to lower in the wake of
abundant harvests.”

“The pandemic is still
evolving, and credit offtake,
even at a low rate of interest,
looks sticky. With uncertainty
regarding the pandemic loom
ing large, the RBI may not pro-
vide a GDP forecast for FY21
in the upcoming MPC meet-

ing. As in the previous state-
ments, the RBI may continue to
talk about economic contrac-
tion without quantifying the
magnitude.”

Last month, the MPC of
the central bank decided to
retain its key short-term lend-
ing rate to curb the rise in infla-
tion, and stabilise the general
economic environment.

Even though it retained the
repo rate -- or short-term lend-
ing rate for commercial banks,
at 4 per cent, the MPC agreed
to maintain the growth-ori-
ented a ccommodative stance.

Likewise, the reverse repo
rate stood unchanged at 3.35
per cent, and the marginal
standing facility (MSF) rate
and the ‘Bank Rate’ at 4.25 per
cent.
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No further relaxation is like-
ly in terms of e-invoicing

as the Centre is set to go ahead
with the decision to make GST
e-invoicing mandatory for
companies with annual
turnover of over �500 crore for
their business-to-business
transactions starting October 1.

Industry representatives,
however, have urged the gov-
ernment to not make it
mandatory and rather allow
voluntary compliance.

The rel ie f ,  however,
would be there for relatively
smaller businesses, as the
threshold for mandatory e-
invoicing, a step to improve
tax compliance, was earlier
planned to be kept at �100
crore, is set to be raised to
�500 crore on the recom-
mendations of an empowered
panel of the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) Council.

The initial date for its roll
out was April 1, 2020, but the
Centre notified October 1,
2020, as revised date for
implementation of e-invoic-
ing.

New Delhi: In a big change in
its business strategy, the coun-
try’s largest coal-fired power

producer NTPC proposes to
completely stop land acquisi-
tion for green field thermal

projects and rather look for
reducing its carbon footprint
through aggressive renewable
energy push.

“We have taken the deci-
sion not to acquire any further
land for green field thermal
projects in near future and the
focus will be on reducing the
carbon foot print,” NTPC
chairman Gurdeep Singh said
in a statement to the share-
holders at a recently conclud-
ed AGM.As part of its initiative
to transform itself into a renew-
able player, NTPC has also
decided to set up a separate
green focused subsidiary.

By 2032, state-owned
NTPC plans to add 32 GW of
renewable generation capacity
to its portfolio through organ-
ic and inorganic routes. Non-
fossil fuel-based generation
capacity will make up nearly 30
per cent of its portfolio, which,
at present, is less than 10 per
cent. Short term target is to
reach 10 GW of renewable
capacity up to 2022.“In order to
get access to large tracts of land
for RE projects, discussions are
in progress with state govern-
ments of Gujarat, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra
and Andhra Pradesh for allo-
cation of land parcels for setting
up of renewable projects. These
would be developed under
Ultra Mega Renewable Energy
Power Parks scheme of the gov-
ernment of India,” the compa-
ny chairman informed the
shareholders. IANS
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Caution over the upcoming
monetary policy review

along with a strong US dollar
is expected to check the appre-
ciation in Indian rupee during
the short-term.

Notably, a likely US fiscal
stimulus package combined
with caution over the upcom-
ing monetary policy review
slated for October 1 may limit
the rise in the USDINR spot.

“The strength in dollar
index, foreign fund outflows
could weigh Rupee for next few
weeks going ahead,” said
Devarsh Vakil, Deputy Head of
Retail Research at HDFC
Securities. “Dollar continues to
gain as concerns about rising
Covid-19 cases in ducing a
slowdown in the global eco-
nomic recovery weigh on stock
markets and emerging cur-
rencies, in turn benefiting the
oversold dollar.”Recently, a
comment by a senior US Fed
official on the need for more
US fiscal stimulus added “fur-

ther fuel to the fire”.
“In near term, dollar and

the safe haven yen are likely to
outperform,” he said.

According to Sajal Gupta,
Head, Forex and Rates,
Edelweiss Securities: “Rupee
closed at 73.60 after a roller
coaster week, but remained
stable to strong on expected
Reliance Retail deal pipeline.”

“Other developments such
as RBI again mopping-up $3
billion in the previous w eek,
S&P affirming India’s ratings
with a word of caution on
future growth outlook are
expected curtail the apprecia-
tion, however, rupee may
strengthen toward 73 in com-
ing days within a range of
73.90 to 73.20.” Besides, mar-
ket will keep an eye out for the
pan-ultimate monetary policy
re view for the calendar year
2020 which is slated for Oct 1.

Last week, the rupee
strengthened to Rs 73.60
against a greenback.

“Rupee can be in range of
73.25-74.10 as the dollar index

keeps has strong support near
$94-94.20, and some upside
possibly towards $95-95.40
shall keep rupee appreciation at
check,” said Jateen Trivedi,
Senior Research Analyst
(Commodity & Currency) at
LKP Securities. “The market is
cautiously awaiting the out-
come of the RBI monetary
policy me eting on October 1.
More or less the range remains
between 73.25-74.10 on broad
trading.”However, corporate
dollar inflows along with IPO
listing will keep the apprecia-
tion momentum going on for
the Indian currency.

“The hope that the US fis-
cal stimulus package will rollout
soon is tempting to think that
this may be an end to the dol-
lar bull run, but there s till
remains a high risk over the pas-
sage of the stimulus package. So
unless the bill is passed, we may
observe some appreciation in the
USDINR spot towards the 74
zone,” said Rahul Gupta, Head
of Research-Currency at Emkay
Global Financial Services.
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Diesel prices fell again on
Saturday continuing its

southward movement in tan-
dem with fall in global product
prices and steady crude prices.

Oil marketing companies,
however, kept petrol prices
unchanged for the fourth con-
secutive day.

In the national capital,
diesel prices fell by 16 paise per
litre to �70.94 a litre down from
�71.10 per litre on Friday.
Petrol prices remained static at
�81.06 a litre. 

In the other metros of
Mumbai, Chennai and Kolkata
as well diesel prices fell between
15-18 paise per litre.

The price fall is on the
back of expectation of slowing
demand for oil globally as a
second wave of coronavirus
spike threatens further derail
economic activity.
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Building on the opportunity
of trust, transparency and

security in Crypto trading,
India’s first Business-to-
Business (B2B) Crypto trading
exchange, DigitX, has
announced its commencement
of trading operations.

Speaking on the occasion
Ashish Mehta, Co-Founder,
DigitX said “Crypto even since
its inception have had a roller
coaster ride, where it enjoys a
high degree of popularity
among a certain section of the
society and at the same time it
faces questions on security and
transparency. It is our humble
initiative, to educate investors
in the ecosystem and people at
large about the potential of this
alternative asset class, which
works on the principal of super
efficiency through Block
Chain. We are starting opera-
tions with our trusted members
and by the end of 2021, we are
aiming to have members on
board.”
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His love for the game began
when he was in Class III.
From there on there was no
turning back. While he
played cricket at district

level, he didn’t pursue it further because
his parents wanted him to have a prop-
er job that was steady. Meet Prathamesh
Avachare, the co-founder of the
ViratGang fan community that has seven
lakh followers since its inception in
2012.

“I was a good player and maybe man-
aged to play at the State level as well. But
destiny had other things in mind. I was
always good with numbers and comput-
ers hence, did my computer engineering
and today I have my own digital market-
ing agency in Nashik. What keeps me
going is the ViratGang — a fan club that
a friend, Dileep MK, and I started back
in 2012. It was a chance meeting that led
me to Dileep. When I was 17, I had won
a competition run by Cinthol to challenge
Virat Kohli to an unusual game. I was
among the top five winners. I had played
with Kohli using a baseball bat; neither
won. We were tied. It was fun. He is such
a good player. I love the way he plays. I
came to Delhi and came to know of
Dileep. We instantly connected and kept
in touch,” the 25-year-old tells you.

Both Avachare and MK are Kohli
fans and wanted to do something. Hence,
ViratGang was born. The community
holds events where fans congregate. If
possible, the present Team India captain
makes and appearance. One is told that
theirs is the only fan club that Kohli fol-
lows on Twitter. 

“It is not possible for Virat Kohli to
be there at each and every event that we
organise but he does make an appearance
when possible. We are always in touch

with him over Twitter. There is very lit-
tle that we don’t know about the man and
the game that he plays. Even during the
lockdown, we posted things that Virat
Kohli said to keep the morale of the peo-
ple high and ensure their mental wellbe-
ing. While there was nothing much
related to the game, it was important that
we were in touch with the community,”
Avachare tells you.

While it is not always possible for him
to be present for each and every match
that India plays, he is there for all the

matches that are played in the country
and the important ones.

“I was there in England last year for
the World Cup. I travel as much as I can
and follow the team. It is easier to do so
when they are playing domestic cricket.
It is a bit of an expensive hobby but the
pleasure that I derive from watching
Kohli play in the stadium has a charm
that can’t be replaced,” Avachare tells you.

The lockdown pushed forward some
of the plans that the club had planned but
things are moving now, he tells you and
soon they will be out with merchandise
on Virat Kohli. He tells you that since the
IPL started, they have a parallel fan club
for the RCB team where they just don’t
go ga-ga over Kohli but the entire team.
“We have the RCB Bold Brigade called
The Red Army. This means that when the
team won their first match the other day,
we were thrilled. It goes without saying
that they are my favourites. Here we fol-
low all the players in the team and even
have merchandise to offer to the fans like
T-shirts, key chain and wrist bands,”
Avachare says.

All this requires a lot of work and
planning, he tells you and therefore
Dileep and he make a calendar of events
that they need to follow everyday. “It is
not as if we can afford to have a blank day
on Twitter. We have to update everyday
and let the fans know what is happening.
If it is not about the game, it is about the
events that we are set to organise,”
Avachare says.

He tells you that while he has fol-
lowed every game that Team India has
played since 2005, when Sachin
Tendulkar was in the team he hasn’t seen
any reruns of games played before that.

“I started following cricket serious-
ly in 2005. Don’t know much about the
match played before. But that doesn’t
mean I don’t know who the top players
of that time were or what their records
were. It is just easier to follow the game
as one is growing up and keep tabs on
your favourite player,” Avachare says.
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He is a Chartered
Accountant by profes-
sion and takes tutorials.
Numbers is his love but
what keeps the family

together is their love for cricket. His
childhood dream was to play crick-
et or become an umpire. But unfor-
tunately, the love for food meant that
he couldn’t maintain the well of fit-
ness that was required to play inter-
national level. Meet Ashish Thakkar.

“We are a Gujarati family and our
inherent love for numbers is in me as
well. However, my grandfather, father,
me and now my daughter are such
avid fans of the game that it was
impossible to stay away from it.
While I did not end up being an
umpire or a cricket analyst, I am
happy that I can still be part of the
game even as a spectator,” Thakkar
tells you.

Ashish’s love for the game comes
from his family. He tells you that his
great grandfather had some interest
which was passed on to his grandfa-
ther who then introduced his son and
later Ashish to the game. 

“I still remember it was in
November 1986 that I saw my first game
at Wankhede Stadium. It was a match that my father took me to; it was just a
practice match between England and Bombay. I fell in love with the atmosphere.
It was in Class IX when I started regularly going for all the international games
that were played in the city. I am not a fan of any player, it would be difficult to
name one. I am a fan of the game. As long as the game is played in the spirit of
the sport, it doesn’t matter who wins,” Ashish says.

While his great grandfather, grandfather and father grew up listening to the
commentary for away games. For other games, they would end up watching at
Brabourne Stadium. He started watching the game on the Black and White TV
and then Wankhede Stadium.

His father, Surya Kanth Thakkar tells you that his memory of the game dates
back to the radio days. Like his son, he is the fan of the game. “When I was intro-
duced to the game, I was told to love the game and no side with a team. I taught
the same thing to my son and now granddaughter,” the 71-year-old tells you and
says that during his time, his favourite player was Andy Roberts. He used to regale
Ashish with stories about the cricketer.

“I am will be honest here. I am a traditionalist and love Test Matches, then
ODIs and then comes T20 format. There have been instances when I have sat
alone to just watch a Test Match. My daughter on the other hand prefers the T20,”
Ashish tells you.

His 12-year-daughter, Ishti is no less. While she may not be a fan of the Test
Match, her love for the T20-format keeps her glued and interested in the game.
When I first saw the T20 game, I fell in love with the players who would hit fours
and sixes. My problem with the IPL is that since all of them have Indian players,
it has become difficult for me to choose a team. But since I live in Mumbai, I
support Mumbai Indians and its Captain Rohit Sharma. The way he captains his
team is great,” Ishti says. For her, the best part of cricket is the sportsmanship that
the game inculcates. And while there are boys in her class who are fans of the
game, she did manage to convince some of her girlfriends who are now fans of
the game.

He and his family have no problems that the game had to be held outside.
While he would have preferred it to be held in India, what he loves is that the
league is being held at least even though there is no crowd to cheer the players
on the field.

While Ashish’s dream to umpire at the international level never materisled,
he has umpired for the local community games. “I was perhaps the only 16-year-
old who was umpiring games for 25 year olds back when I was in school. I have
no regrets that I was not able to umpire. I am happy I can watch the game with
all the changes that have been introduced over the years including the introduc-
tion of the third umpire. If technology can eliminate human error, why not? There
have been matches in the past that a team has lost due to a wrong decision by
the umpire. It is good to improve the game and introduce new rules,” Ashish says.
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Young Shubman Gill drove, pulled
and cut with authority in an
unbeaten 62-ball 70 as Kolkata

Knight Riders overwhelmed Sunrsiers
Hyderabad by seven wickets in the
Indian Premier League here on Saturday.

Gill and Eoin Morgan (42 not out in
29 balls) complemented a disciplined
bowling effort, helping the Knight Riders
open their account with a convincing win.

The 21-year-old opener anchored the
chase perfectly as Morgan counterat-
tacked to seal the issue in KKR’s favour
with two overs to spare, after their open-
ing game debacle.

Opting to bat, Sunrisers Hyderabad
never got going after Pat Cummins
(1/19) and rookie spinner Varun
Chakravarthy (1/25) removed the open-
ing pair of Jonny Bairstow and David
Warner respectively, and were restricted
to a below-par 142/4.

After an explosive start by KKR, the
bowling-heavy SRH did make some
inroads with Khalil Ahmed and T
Natarajan dismissing Sunil Narine (0) and
Nitish Rana (26 off 13).

Rashid Khan got into the act straight-
way, trapping KKR skipper Dinesh
Karthik for a duck.

But a calm and composed Gill was in
complete control of his innings and
paced it brilliantly on way to his fifth IPL
fifty. Reigning World Cup-winning skip-
per Morgan played the perfect support-
ing role before joining the party by smack-
ing Bhuvneshwar Kumar for a huge six
in the 15th over to tilt the match in favour
of KKR.

Earlier, KKR looked more intent and
aggressive with their approach, having

brought in Narine and Cummins up front
with the new ball.

Having drawn flak for bowling short
against Mumbai Indians, the IPL’s most-
expensive overseas buy Cummins smart-
ly altered his length and bowled Jonny
Bairstow with an absolute ripper to give
KKR the first breakthrough.

In his second-coming, architect-
turned-spinner Chakravarthy dismissed
a well-set Warner (36 off 30) in a soft
manner for his maiden IPL wicket, giv-
ing KKR the big breakthrough.

The Australian left-hander, who got
out cheaply against Royal Challengers
Bangalore, looked to make a mark with
some clean hits, but a lapse in concentra-

tion did him in and he spooned a sim-
ple catch to Chakravarthy.

The two wickets meant that SRH
could not step up the momentum and at
the halfway mark, at 61 for two, the run-
rate was just above six.

Manish Pandey returned to form at
No 3 with a 38-ball 51 and along with
Wriddhiman Saha (30 off 31 balls), tried
to repair the damage but the duo were dis-
missed at the death and SRH lacked the
finishing touch to settle for a seemingly
below-par total.

In hindsight, sending Saha ahead of
Mohammad Nabi looked like a tactical
blunder as the Indian wicketkeeper wast-
ed a lot of deliveries in making 30 off 31. 
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Sanju Samson would like to contin-
ue his dream form while the pres-

ence of Jos Buttler puts Rajasthan
Royals on even keel with Kings XI
Punjab in an IPL game which promis-
es to be yet another six-hitting con-
test.

Coming into the match after
morale-boosting victories, both KXIP
and the Royals would look to build a
winning momentum after starting
the tournament as underdogs.

Buttler, who missed the first
match due to quarantine rules as he
reached the UAE separately with his
family, is expected to open alongside
Yashashvi Jaiswal while Steve Smith
will take David Miller’s position in the
batting order. Tom Curran and Jofra
Archer will again complete the four-
player overseas quota.

“I am really excited to play my first
game, it was great to be back in train-
ing with the boys, there’s a great vibe
around the team so I’m really looking
forward to taking the field,” Buttler
said on the eve of the match.

“The atmosphere and energy
around the squad is fantastic, obvious-
ly lots of confidence after that first
game. The training has been very
energetic, guys are lively and enjoying
each other’s company. So expecting a
really tough match against Kings XI,”

Buttler said after a net session at
Sharjah ground.

KL Rahul, touted as a future
India captaincy material, plun-
dered a record 132 not out off
just 69 balls with the help of
seven sixes in a much bigger
ground in Dubai to lead
KXIP to a resounding
97-run win over RCB. 

The 28-year-old
Rahul, one of the
cleanest hitters of the
ball, notched up the
highest score by an
Indian in IPL histo-
ry and he would
like to continue
in the same vein
on a ground
which has short
boundaries on
all sides.

The young
Samson, on
the other
hand, made
a mince-
meat of the
C h e n n a i
Super Kings

bowlers, hitting nine sixes in
his 32-ball 74 before Jofra
Archer joined the party with
a four-six burst in the final
over in the match played at
the same venue in Sharjah
on Tuesday.

The Royals captain
Smith also chipped in

with a 47-ball 69
while playing his
first match after
concussion related
issues in the
United Kingdom.

“Great to get
a win on the
board, the
team played
fantastically
well in the first
game. It was
an outstanding
batting perfor-

mance and a fantastic bowling perfor-
mance in tough bowling conditions,”
Buttler said, praising his colleagues.

For KXIP, Australian all-rounder
Glenn Maxwell would look to make
amends for his low score (5) in the ear-
lier match against RCB.

In the bowling department,
Mohammed Shami and West Indian
Sheldon Cottrell led the pace-bowling
department quite well for KXIP while
the likes of leg-spinners Ravi Bishnoi
and Murugan Ashwin grabbed three
wickets apiece against RCB.

The Royals managed to defend
their 216 run target with Archer
bowling brilliantly at the death and leg
spinner Rahul Tewatia (3/37 in 4
overs) inflicting top order damage.

The sore point was yet another
poor show from Jaydev Unadkat,
who has never been able to raise his
IPL game save one odd season with
Rising Pune Supergiants.

It will be interesting if Smith
and Andrew McDonald decide to
try out rookie Kartik Tyagi or
seasoned Varun Aaron in
Unadkat’s place keeping his lack
of pace and short boundaries in
mind.
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Two consecutive defeats have left Chennai
Super Kings reeling and skipper Mahendra

Singh Dhoni is contemplating rejigging the
combination, saying they are lacking steam and
need to come back with a clearer picture for
the next IPL games.

“I don’t think it was a good game for us.
There was no dew, but the wicket did slow
down. We are lacking a bit of steam in the bat-
ting and that hurts. The run rate keeps on
mounting after such slow starts and adds pres-
sure, we need to figure that out,” Dhoni said
after the match against Capitals  on Friday
night. “We need to come back with a clearer
picture, looking at the combination. Maybe, the
team balance will get better once (Ambati)
Rayudu comes back in the next game.”

Rayudu, who struck a brilliant 48-ball 71
in CSK’s five-wicket win over MI in the tour-
nament-opener, missed the next two games due
to a hamstring injury.

The CSK captain expressed hope that
Rayudu will be available in their next game.

“That will give us the room to experiment
with an extra bowler perhaps. There are quite
a few things we can think about. We are one
batter extra to start off, so the players need to
step up.”

Dhoni also asked his bowlers to pull up
their socks after two ordinary outings.

“We need to get better with our lengths,
lines and pace. I think the spinners have not
come to the party yet. We are bowling good

deliveries, but we are giving away the bound-
ary deliveries bit too often,” he said.

Spin bowling has been traditionally CSK’s
strength but struggling at the moment, prompt-
ing head coach Fleming to say it was an area
of concern.

“Yeah, it’s an area of concern, because it’s
been such a strength for CSK, and you’ve got

to think that the style of play that we’ve devel-
oped over the last 12 years is heavily based on
spin. So what we’re trying to do is find a dif-
ferent personality.

“Spin still plays a part, and we’ve played on
three different grounds, so each game has been
different conditions. We’re struggling to adjust
to find the pace and the style to bowl through
the middle, and that, in the last two games in
particular, has been an area where we haven’t
done so well. So from a strength to an area of
concern, we need to rectify that.”

Asked about the possible team combina-
tion in the upcoming matches, Fleming said,
“All bets are on the table at the moment as we
try to find a way. We are looking forward to
playing a number of games here (in Dubai), we
were interested in how this pitch played, and
get conditions right so we can get right com-
bination.”

Barring some fielding lapses, Delhi Capitals
captain Shreyas Iyer was happy with the per-
formance of his side so far.

“I am really happy with the performance.
I would give them the benefit of doubt, is tough
to catch in these conditions. You misjudge the
ball, really don’t know how to pace yourself,”
he said.

Shimron Hetmyer grassed two chances but
it did not hurt the team much.

“In the team meeting we decided that we
are going to assess the batting conditions early
and then play accordingly. The way the open-
ers started, gave us a lot of confidence and the
finish was good too.
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Neetu David, one of India’s finest woman cricketers
in the late ‘90s and early 2000s, has been appoint-

ed chairman of the women’s selection committee
replacing Hemalata Kala, the BCCI announced on
Saturday.

The other members of the panel are Mithu
Mukherjee, Renu Margrate, Arati Vaidya and V
Kalpana — all former India players.

The four-year term of the previous panel, led by
Kala, ended in March 2020. It had Sudha Shah, Anjali
Pendharkar, Shashi Gupta and Lopamudra Banerjee
as other members.

Their last assignment was selecting the team for
the women’s World T20 in Australia, where India ended
runners-up.

“On account of seniority, Neetu David, the former
left-arm spinner, will head the five-member commit-
tee,” BCCI secretary Jay Shah said in a statement.

She holds the world record for best bowling fig-
ures in an innings in a Test — 8/53 against England
in Jamshedpur in 1995.

“She is also the second-highest wicket-taker for
India in WODIs with 141 scalps and was also the first
from India to take 100 WODI wickets,” Shah observed.

India’s women’s cricket will get back to action with
a three-team Women’s Challenger Series in the UAE
and for that, the BCCI was required to form a new
women’s selection panel.

There were a lot of applications but the former left-
arm spinner David, who was India’s highest wicket-
taker in WODIS before Jhulan Goswami surpassed her,
was the top contender. 

David played 10 Tests in which she had taken 41
wickets. She retired from international cricket in 2008.
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Brilliant performances from
Ashleigh Gardner and

Megan Schutt helped Australia
defeat New Zealand by 17 runs
in the first T20I of the three-
match series on Saturday.

With both sides playing
international cricket for the
first time since the T20 World
Cup in March, it was the expe-
rienced hand of White Ferns
skipper Sophie Devine who
elected to bowl first, and
claimed 3/8 from her first three
overs to leave the Australians
reeling at 81/5.

However, Gardner, who
came to bat at number five,
played a superb knock of 61 to
help the hosts post 138/6 in their
allotted 20 overs. The 23-year-

old batswoman scored 6 fours
and 3 sixes during her 41-ball
knock.

Chasing the target, the vis-
itors had a decent start as open-
ers Devine (29) and Maddy
Green (5) put on 27 runs for the
first wicket. However following
their dismissals, the White Ferns
went off the track and kept los-
ing wickets at regular intervals,
thus unable to keep up with the
required run-rate.

While Suzie Bates (33) did
keep their hopes alive, she
couldn’t find support from the
remaining batters as New
Zealand could manage 121/7 in
their full quota of overs.

For Australia, Schutt was
the pick of the bowlers as she
scalped four wickets giving
away just 23 runs.

�
!�� Spin legend Shane Warne on
Saturday expressed his “surprise” that wick-
etkeeper-batsman Sanju Samson is not
playing for India across formats.

Samson smashed a 32-ball 74 against
Chennai Super Kings to power Rajasthan
Royals to a 16-run win in the IPL on
Tuesday.

Warne praised the 25-year-old player
after his exploits.

“Sanju Samson, what a player he is. I
have said for a long time and I think Sanju
Samson is probably one of the most excit-
ing players I have seen for a long time. I am
surprised that he is not playing all forms of
cricket for India,” said Warne in an
Instagram live session of Rajasthan Royals.

The Australian legend added, “He is that
good. He is an absolute champion he is got
all the shots, quality, and class.

“So, hopefully, he has a consistent year
and helps Rajasthan Royals lift the IPL tro-
phy and I hope to see in him Indian colours
in all three forms of cricket.”

In recent times, KL Rahul has cement-
ed his place as the number one wicketkeep-
er-batsman in the Indian team for the lim-
ited overs format, pipping Rishabh Pant.  PTI
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Need to up my game and get a few runs: DKQ=*#-�	())���(#%��(#�++0@���%?%#OA(3,%��A(#�=?%���0�
Abu Dhabi: It was a happy weekend out-
ing for his team Kolkata Knight Riders
but skipper Dinesh Karthik had no
qualms in admitting that he needs to up
his own game after failing again in the
IPL.

While he was delighted with his
team’s convincing win on Saturday,
Karthik, who failed to open his account,
said he will look to get going in the com-
ing matches.

“One duck doesn’t make you a bad
player. I need to probably up my game
and get a few runs,” Karthik said at the
post-match presentation ceremony.

He added, “Always good to get on
board. We have been working really
hard. I think one of the advantages of
having all-rounders and it is a privilege
to use them whenever I can.

“The fact that we have been able to
groom the youngsters is pleasing. It has
been an emotional journey for us with
(Kamlesh) Nagarkoti for the last couple
of years.

“But credit to the management to
have stuck to him. It feels good to see
the youngsters doing well. I want Gill to
enjoy his journey in cricket.”

His counterpart David Warner,
who opted to bat after winning the toss,
said his team needs to score more
boundaries.

“I think I got my decision right. For
us, our strength is death bowling. I
thought it was actually a difficult wick-
et to accelerate on. The Kolkata boys
showed us that if you can keep wickets
at the end, that’s what wins you games.

“I don’t regret what I did at the
beginning of the game and I stick by my
decision. Cummins, as he does,
(bowled) Test match line and length.
There was a little bit of movement here
and there.

“We went four or five overs for 20
and coming back with three wickets in
hand at the end probably killed us a lit-
tle bit there. An extra 30 or 40 runs
would have been great.”
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Serena Williams admitted
she is still feeling the lin-

gering effects of an Achilles
problem on Saturday but
said it would not derail her
protracted pursuit of a
record-equalling 24th Grand
Slam at the French Open.

The American is a three-
time winner at Roland
Garros but remains one
major triumph short of
Margaret Court’s all-time

mark after losing in the
semi-finals of the US

Open earlier this
month.

She has yet to
play on clay this
season and with-

drew from the
Italian Open in

Rome last week due
to a left Achilles tendon

injury sustained in New
York.

“I didn’t play any tune-
ups, which is really rare. But
this whole year has been
really rare,” said Williams.

“After New York I flew to
France and I’ve just been
training at (coach Patrick
Mouratoglou’s) academy,
mostly rehabbing, trying to
be ready.

“I wouldn’t be playing if
I didn’t think I could per-
form,” she added.

“I'm not at 100% physi-
cally. But I don’t know any
athlete that ever plays phys-
ically when they’re feeling
perfect. That’s just some-
thing I think as athletes we
have to play with.”

Williams turned 39 on
Saturday and is appearing at
Roland Garros for the 18th
time. She made her tourna-
ment debut in 1998, losing to
eventual champion Arantxa
Sanchez Vicario in the fourth
round.

“I honestly never
thought I would be playing at
my age. I mean, I don’t quite
look 39. But yeah I don’t
know when it’s going to stop
for me. I just have fun. When

I feel it’s over, it’s over,”
Williams said.

“But I could have guar-
anteed and pretty much bet
my life that I would not
have been playing at 39.”

‘HOME AWAY FROM HOME’
Her last Grand Slam title

came at the 2017 Australian
Open while in the early
stages of pregnancy. Since
giving birth to baby Olympia,
she has reached four finals in
nine attempts without being
able to land that elusive 24th
major.

She has not gone beyond
the last 16 in Paris since her
defeat to Garbine Muguruza
in the 2016 final.

Williams initially indi-
cated she would prefer to stay
in private accommodation
while competing at the
French Open, but organisers
insisted that all players stay
in tournament hotels to
reduce the risks from coro-
navirus.

“It’s definitely weird. This
has always been my home
away from home. I always

loved being here. It has been
really different for me staying
at an apartment,” said
Williams, who plays compa-
triot Kristie Ahn in a repeat
of their US Open first-round
encounter.

“It was really important to
do everything that I could to
just create my own personal
bubble, just to stay in it, a
travel bubble, like everything
that I can possibly do we kind
of do. It works. It definitely
beats staying at home.”

The rescheduled tourna-
ment, pushed back four
months due to the Covid-19
outbreak, will begin in wet
and blustery conditions with
temperatures at 16 degrees
Celsius (60 Fahrenheit)
accompanied by winds of up
to 60 km/h.

“I hate the cold. I’m from
LA and I live in Florida. For
half my life I’ve never seen
snow. Cold weather and me
do not mix. That’s my Achilles
heel,” joked Williams.

“But I’m dealing with it.
I’m having a positive attitude
about it.”

����� ��0��

Novak Djokovic will
renew his love-hate rela-
tionship with Roland

Garros in the knowledge that it
is himself rather than seemingly
unsettled 12-time champion
Rafael Nadal who could pose
the greatest threat to winning
a second Paris title and 18th
Grand Slam crown.

The only man to beat
Djokovic in 2020 is Djokovic,
after the Serb’s hair-trigger
temper prompted a sensation-
al disqualification from the US
Open.

The 33-year-old arrives in
the French capital with a 31-1
record this year after his New
York brain-fade was followed
by a record 36th Masters title in
Rome.

Djokovic’s 2016 triumph at
Roland Garros allowed him to
become only the third man
after Don Budge and Rod
Laver to hold all four Grand
Slams at the same time.

Not even Nadal, the hold-
er of 19 majors, or Roger
Federer, with a record 20 Slams,
can match that staggering
achievement.

Federer will miss the
French Open as he rehabs his
injured knee while Nadal has
played just three matches since
February, a ring-rustiness evi-
dent in his quarter-final exit in
Rome.

However, Djokovic refused
to get carried away by his
chances at Roland Garros
ahead of Sunday’s start in a wet
and chilly Paris.

“It’s Nadal,” insisted the
world number one when
pushed on who is the favourite.
“You just can’t put anybody in
front of him.”

Djokovic is right to be
cautious after experiencing
numerous low points on the red
clay of Paris.

In the 2012 final against
Nadal, having won eight games
in a row, he was up a break and
pushing to level the match at

two sets apiece when rain
brought an overnight suspen-
sion.

Play resumed the following
day but Djokovic’s momentum
was lost and a double-fault on
championship point complet-
ed his misery.

Twelve months later,
Djokovic was poised for a
semi-final win over Nadal with
just a routine putaway required
to help give him a 5-3 final set
lead and a chance to serve for
the match.

However, he chose a smash
rather than a soothing touch.
He tumbled into the net, losing
the point and Nadal pounced
to eventually take the tie after
four hours and 37 minutes.

In 2018, he lost a quarter-
final to world number 72
Marco Cecchinato while last
year he was beaten in the semi-
finals by Dominic Thiem.

That match took two days
to complete, featured numerous
rain stoppages and winds so
strong that a courtside umbrel-
la was sent flying across court.

“BALL IS DANGEROUS”
Djokovic will start his tour-

nament against Sweden’s
Mikael Ymer, the world num-
ber 80.

Nadal, who skipped the
defence of his US Open title
due to fears over coronavirus,
eyes a 13th French Open.

Since his title-winning
debut in 2005, the Spaniard has
only lost twice at Roland Garros
in 95 matches — to Robin
Soderling in 2009 and Djokovic
in 2015.

The 34-year-old may
appear to be under-cooked
after his last-eight exit in Rome
to Diego Schwartzman.

However, the last time he
suffered such an early depar-
ture from the Italian capital
was in 2017 — just weeks later
he was lifting a 10th French
Open without dropping a set.

Nadal cut an unsettled
figure at a pre-tournament
press conference on Friday

where he admitted the cold
and damp conditions forced
him to face his “most difficult
ever Roland Garros”.

He is also unhappy about
using a new brand of ball.

“For the health of the
players, the ball is super heavy
and becomes dangerous for
the elbow and for the shoul-
ders,” he said.

Nadal begins his cam-
paign against Egor Gerasimov,
the 83rd-ranked
Belarusian.

The unusual sight
of Roland Garros
being played in the
autumn also means
radically different
conditions to those
expected in its normal
time slot of May and
June.

MURRAY VS WAWRINKA
That could suit newly-

crowned US Open winner
Thiem who has lost the last
two finals to Nadal in Paris.

The world number three
Austrian has 17 career titles
with 10 of those on clay.

Four of his five wins over
Nadal have come on clay with
three of four victories against
Djokovic carved out on the
sport’s most testing surface.

This year, Thiem will be in
the same half of the draw as
Nadal and starts against Marin
Cilic, the 2014 US Open win-
ner and a former world num-
ber three.

World number five Daniil
Medvedev has yet to win a
match at the tournament in
three visits while sixth-ranked
Stefanos Tsitsipas made the
last 16 in 2019, losing a five-
set marathon to 2015 cham-
pion Stan Wawrinka.

Wawrinka faces fellow
three-time major winner
Andy Murray in the first
round on Sunday in a rematch
of their 2017 semi-final epic,
a tie which Murray described
as the clash which “ended his
hip”.

Djoker braced for French demons

Brighton: Bruno Fernandes
converted a penalty in the 10th
minute of stoppage time with
the last kick of a wild game to
earn Manchester United a 3-2
win over Brighton, which had
earlier scored in added-on time
and also hit the goal frame on
five occasions on Saturday.

United was awarded a spot
kick after the referee saw on the
pitchside monitor that Harry
Maguire’s header deflected off
the outstretched hand of
Brighton striker Neal Maupay
before being cleared off the line.

Despite the full-time whis-
tle having already been blown,
Fernandes was allowed to take
a penalty and the Portugal play-

maker found the corner of
the net to score the latest
Premier League goal since
2011 and secure a first win
of the campaign for
United. 

Even Bruno accepted
it was fortunate. “They have a
lot of chances, it’s true,”
Fernandes said. “Maybe every-
one can say they deserve more,
or not. The point is, score goals
— don’t hit the crossbar or the
post. “Sometimes you have to
have some luck.”

Brighton went ahead in
the 40th minute when Maupay
converted a cheeky Panenka

penalty after Fernandes brought
down Tariq Lamptey.

United equalized three
minutes later via an own-goal by
Lewis Dunk, who inadvertent-
ly turned the ball into his own
net after Nemanja Matic pulled
the ball back across the face of
goal at a free kick.

Brighton was denied a
penalty at the start of the second
half after Paul Pogba was ini-
tially adjudged to have clipped
the legs of Aaron Connolly. The

referee changed his mind after
viewing the incident on the
pitchside monitor and booked
Connolly.

Then United went ahead
through Marcus Rashford,
who cut in from the left after
being played in behind the
Brighton defense, delivered
two shimmies, before getting
the ball back on his left foot
and rifling in a shot that
deflected into the top corner in
the 55th minute. AFP
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Everton extended their per-
fect start to the Premier

League season as Richarlison’s
controversial penalty sealed a
2-1 win at Crystal Palace on
Saturday.

Carlo Ancelotti’s side took
the lead through Dominic
Calvert-Lewin’s fifth goal of
the campaign in the first half
at Selhurst Park.

Cheikhou Kouyate
equalised for Palace before
Eagles defender Joel Ward
was penalised for handball
after the video assistant refer-
ee advised Kevin Friend to
consult the pitchside monitor.

Brazil forward Richarlison
converted the spot-kick and
Everton held on in the second
half to make it three successive
league victories and five wins
in a row in all competitions.

Everton sit top of the table
at this early stage and while a
title challenge is unlikely, they
could be contenders for a top-
four finish.

The visitors went ahead
with their first serious attack
in the 10th minute.

Colombian playmaker
James Rodriguez unfurled a
sublime pass into Seamus
Coleman and the captain cut

back for Calvert-Lewin to net
with conviction.

Palace hit back in the 26th
minute when Kouyate got
between Michael Keane and

Richarlison to head his second
goal for the club.

The Eagles richly deserved
it and yet they were almost
immediately pegged back

when VAR had to look at a
handball incident involving
Ward on the half-hour mark.

Richarlison’s cross had hit
the Palace full-back on the

shirt sleeve and it was not
deemed a spot-kick, but it was
only a brief let-off for Roy
Hodgson’s men.

In the 40th minute, James’s
superb pass was headed by
Lucas Digne onto Ward’s hand
in the penalty area.

Friend pointed to the spot
after using the pitchside mon-
itor and Richarlison fired into
the corner to put Everton
back in front.

Calvert-Lewin should
have grabbed his sixth
goal of the season and put
the game to bed in the
51st minute, but his effort
from James’s corner sailed
wide.

As rain poured down in
south London, Palace pressed
for an equaliser, with Wilfried
Zaha and Ebere Eze having
shots blocked.

Eze was replaced by Michy
Batshuayi with 15 minutes
left and Hodgson also intro-
duced Christian Benteke, but
it was to no avail.
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Runaway Formula One series
leader Lewis Hamilton

emerged from a “horrible” red-
flagged qualifying session at
Sochi on Saturday with a stun-
ning pole position for Sunday’s
Russian Grand Prix.

The Mercedes six-time
champion clocked
a best lap in one
minute and 31.304
seconds to outpace
Max Verstappen of Red Bull by
half a second.

His Mercedes team-mate
Valtteri Bottas was third-quick-
est with Sergio Perez of Racing
Point sharing the second row.

Hamilton is bidding to
claim his fifth win at the Sochi
track where Mercedes have
dominated winning all six races
since 2014.

If he translate pole into
victory, he will equal Michael
Schumacher’s career record of
91 Grand Prix wins.

Saturday’s second session
was interrupted for 10 minutes
after Sebastian Vettel crashed in
his Ferrari. He was unhurt.

Replays showed that the
German driver, in his final sea-
son with Ferrari, clipped a kerb
at Turn Four and lost control as
he smacked into the barriers.

The red flags came out
with Hamilton in a perilous
15th place with just over two
minutes remaining.

He said: “It was one of the
worst qualifying sessions. It

was horrible — heart in your
mouth.

“I wanted to stay out and do
a banker but they said come in
and get new tyres and then the
red flag came out. It was a risk,
we got through but I am start-
ing on softs which is not good.

“Undoubtedly I am likely to
get dragged past tomorrow, it
will make it hard to win the
race.”

Once Q2 eventually
resumed Hamilton managed
to put in the fourth quickest
time to get through to the top
10 shoot-out but missing from
it were both Ferraris with Vettel’s
teammate Charles Leclerc
knocked out in 11th place.

In fifth place on Sunday’s
Sochi grid is Daniel Ricciardo
for Renault, Carlos Sainz was
sixth for McLaren, ahead of
Esteban Ocon in the second
Renault, Lando Norris in the
second McLaren, Pierre Gasly of
Alpha Tauri and Alex Albon in
the second Red Bull.

Sunday’s race is due to be
watched by the biggest sporting
crowd in the Covid-19 era with
30,000 fans allowed to attend.
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One week after its young
attacking stars

impressed in the
Bundesliga, Borussia Dortmund
slumped to a 2-0 defeat at
Augsburg.

Gio Reyna, Jadon Sancho,
Erling Haaland and Jude
Bellingham grabbed the head-
lines in beating Borussia
Mönchengladbach 3-0 in the
opening round, but were frus-
trated by a stubborn defense
marshaled by Augsburg goal-
keeper Rafal Gikiewicz on
Saturday.

Dortmund dominated
the first half with eight efforts
on target, but Felix
Uduokhai scored with
Augsburg’s only
chance of the half,
heading home a
free kick from
close range in
the 40th
minute.

F o r m e r
Schalke player Daniel
Caligiuri doubled the
lead in the 54th, holding
off Thomas Meunier’s

challenge before shoot-
ing past Dortmund ‘keep-
er Roman Bürki.

Dortmund coach
Lucien Favre sent on

Marco Reus and Julian Brandt
with half an hour to play, to lit-
tle effect. The 18-year-old
Brazilian Reinier followed for his
Bundesliga debut in the 69th,
but he couldn’t lift the side
either.

Gikiewicz denied Mats
Hummels, then Haaland late on,
as Augsburg claimed its second
win in two games.

Gikiewicz’s former side,
Union Berlin, salvaged a 1-
1 draw at Gladbach thanks
to Nico Schlotterbeck’s late

equalizer. Marcus Thuram
scored with a deflect-

ed header for
Gladbach in the

56th.
B a y e r

Leverkusen
and Leipzig

drew 1-1, and
promoted sides

Arminia Bielefeld
and Stuttgart enjoyed

wins over Cologne and
Mainz, respectively.
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Defending Indian Super
League champions ATK

Mohun Bagan on Saturday
announced the signing of high-
profile defender Sandesh
Jhingan.

The 27-year-old Arjuna
awardee is said to be the high-
est-valued footballer in India but
the club did not reveal the sign-
ing amount.

“I am delighted to have
joined ATKMB. I had a detailed
chat with the coach and the
owners and I admire their vision
and I am very happy that they
felt that I could be a part of the
family,” Jhingan said in a release.

The former Kerala Blasters
defender was keen to ply his
trade in Europe, preferably
Portugal but because of the
pandemic he changed his plans
and joined the club, will compete
in the AFC Cup 2021.

Jhingan will form a troika
with his India teammate Pritam
Kotal and Spaniard recruit Tiri
and he will have a chance to
prove his mettle at International
level.

Turin: Serie A’s leading scorer
last season with 98 goals,
Atalanta began its new cam-
paign in the same carefree,
entertaining style as it came
from behind to win 4-2 at
Torino.

The host, thumped 7-0 in
the same fixture last season,
started strongly but in the end
had little response to Atalanta’s
relentless attacks.

Simone Zaza fired against
the bar in an early Torino attack
and the Bulls went ahead in the
11th minute with the goal com-
ing almost inevitably from their
captain Andrea Belotti, who
scored with an angled shot
off Tomas Rincon’s pass.

Atalanta was behind
for just two minutes before
captain Alejandro Gomez
scored with a long-range
shot. Gomez also set up a
second for Luis Muriel eight
minutes later with a looping pass
over the Torino defence and the
Colombian provided a spectac-
ular finish with a low shot into
the far corner of the net.

The goals continued to flow
as Hans Hateboer scored a third
for Atalanta from a Gomez

cross in the 42nd minute before
Belotti struck again to pull one
back a minute later for Torino.

The second half began in
the same vein with Torino’s

Alex Berenguer forcing a
save from Marco Sportiello
before Hateboer headed
over from a good position
at the other end.

Atalanta kept pouring
forward and added a fourth

in the 54th minute.
Muriel broke down the right

and laid the ball into the path of
De Roon who side-footed the
ball into the corner of the goal
to hand Torino its second
straight defeat under new coach
Marco Giampaolo following its
1-0 loss to Fiorentina. AFP

'	����� ����F:
��%G
@����	���H8%<���(7#
$����$�1��$�C�G H

�������
��������
�����
����

����		
����������	��	���	
;������	4������������"����	�.���7������C�8�!��

+
�������+	�����

3�����
������	�"�����
�����
��

1���
��"	
���,	�
@����	���A8A=���(7#
$����$�1��$�$535����

-9-��"��������(/������� 1�������'
��	� %&
.
����+����

$��������������	�����

-
����*'
�
������������	�!������/�������:����	���������  ,

+��
�;������	���������	�!������������	���������	�
�	�.���7��4	�������
���

"�	��������	���	������������
�:�������
����	������	A�	��
��	��	���
����



It was not long ago when people pre-
pared their travel bucket lists on the
New Years eve for a happy 2020 and

were waiting passionately to tick off the
boxes. However, they ended up
anguishing about the pandemic and the
lockdown that followed and many
might have even torn off the lists. 

The raging fury of the virus has led
to many business to draw their shutters,
while others are left struggling. One
such sector that is on the receiving end
is the tourism industry. With many
flights still suspended and travelling
being the least favourite thing to do in
the current time, the industry is defi-
nitely going through major loses.

“There have been a lot of estima-
tions that predict the recovery of the
overall industry, which has been hit
hard by this pandemic. We believe that
it may take anywhere between 12-18
months for us to recover from the cur-
rent situation and come back to the pre-
covid levels of travel demand, also
depending upon how other countries
resume their international operations.
Moreover, the demand will largely
depend on the fact that how different
countries are placed in terms of
COVID-19. We expect the aviation
industry to slowly and steadily rise even
stronger after this pandemic. In India,
we are expecting a good economic
growth on the back of a strong con-
sumer demand, interest in travel and

festive season,” Willy Boulter, Chief
Commercial Officer, IndiGo, tells you.

He adds that the aviation industry
is slowly getting back on track and that
the travel demand has shown consis-
tent growth. 

“Travel demand has shown con-
sistent growth after the opening of the
domestic markets since May 25, 2020.
We have seen a positive trend over the
first 100 days of resumption of opera-
tions post the lockdown including the
steadily rising PLF, unit revenue and
future bookings on the back of increas-
ing customer confidence in air travel.
We are bullish that our passenger
loads will grow with the increase in
capacity across our network. In addi-
tion, if the regulation around the var-
ious states becomes consistent and more
liberal in terms of rules and regulations,
we should see much faster growth in
passenger numbers. IndiGo has estab-
lished more than mandated procedures
and guidelines to provide a safe and has-
sle-free travel experience onboard a lean
clean flying machine,” Boulter asserts. 

While the airlines are doing their
best to increase the capacity and
demand and give a push to the tourism
industry, the positive is that the festive
season is waiting right ahead.

“We have analysed the traffic every
few days and the trends are up and it
is encouraging that the demand is sus-
taining now, with the travel trend

going up in terms of unit revenue and
future bookings. The demand has cer-
tainly picked up after July and we are
bullish that it will further augment dur-
ing the festive season. Also, the relax-
ation in State Government restric-
tions and the allowance of 60% capac-
ity by Central Government will further
help in increasing capacity as well as
demand. We are hoping to increase our
domestic capacity as per our approved
summer schedule for 2020 to 60% by
Diwali. We recently celebrated the
operation of 50,000th flight post lock-
down,” he tells you.

Not only this, but contrary to the
belief that air travel is not a good option
during Corona, Boulter tells you that
they have witnessed a shift from rail to
air travel. “We have witnessed a shift of
rail traffic to air travel, with even
migrant labourers travelling in flights
to ensure safety from COVID-19.
Annually over a billion Indians travel
by trains and even if 10% of that traf-
fic shifts to air travel, it will drive a
strong recovery for the aviation sector.
Not to mention that the consistent
growth is because of the returning con-
sumer confidence,” he tells you.

Vipul Prakash, Chief Operating
Officer, MakeMyTrip, too agrees with
Boulter and tells you that more and
more people are now travelling after
months of being cooped up in their
homes. 

“The demand is likely to stay
uneven as the pandemic situation is live
and evolving but it is clear that more
and more people are travelling and even
more are willing to travel as we look at
our search and booking data,” Prakash
says.

He adds that the industry holds a
bright future ahead as people have start-
ed pre-booking their trips for the win-
ter season.

“In the intermediate future, people
will start prioritising and planning
hyperlocal and micro-getaways to
unexplored and lesser-known destina-
tions or places with lesser coronavirus
caseloads. While road-trips or self-drive
holidays are increasingly being con-
sidered and booked, travellers are
already showing signs of optimism by
pre-booking trips for the winter season
to Kerala and Andaman. A trend that
can be largely attributed to the avail-
ability of exclusive future travel deals
and vouchers on the platform — that
promise more choices, flexibility in
booking along with heavy-discouns. At
MakeMyTrip, we are ensuring that our
travellers can plan and book with
greater flexibility and ease as the uncer-
tainty continues to linger on. Almost
95% of our hotel bookings are hap-
pening on flexible fares as we are work-
ing with hotel partners to come up with
flexible tariff options till the day of
check-in,” Prakash explains.

�What was the attraction of being part
of the virtual concert?

To be honest, as you are
aware due to the pandemic, we

have not done any perfor-
mances. Just the thought of

coming together and play-
ing was a wonderful

experience. I am glad
we got this opportu-
nity.
�How
tough/easy to
put it all togeth-

er?
We had become a little rustic. We need-

ed to brush up and did a couple of rehearsals
because we had not played in the last six
months. The tough part was that there was
no audience and one had to imagine them.
While it was okay to get the feedback vir-
tually with hearts and balloons but the feel
and energy of a live performance couldn’t
be replaced. Having said this, virtual con-
certs are the way forward. Even after things
are back to normal, these kind concerts will
continue.  
�You have been there for three decades,
changes in music seen?

I have seen changes and I will see more
changes in the coming years. When we

started, there were very few venues. The
only places where we played were at

college festivals. Today, there are
many venues that make it possible
for us to reach out to different peo-
ple. Also, the kind of music has
changed and it goes through
waves. There were Punjabi song
waves, then there was the remix
wave. A bunch of indie pop artists

came up. Things come and go.
Now, there is electronica and DJs.
�Did playing for a virtual audi-

ence affect the band’s energy?
Well, it was not as if we had to get up

at 4:30 am to catch a flight, reach the venue

and set up the stage to perform. We were
far more rested and hence the energy level
was high. But yes, we didn’t get to hear the
live audience shout and scream. Also,
when one is on the live stage, the conver-
sation one has with the audience is highly
dependent on the response. Here it was a
bit different.
�Has the profile of your fans changed?

The age spectrum is broader. There are
people who grew up listening to our music.
Then there is the whole audience who are
in their 30s-40s. At the big festivals, there
are a lot of young professionals since students
can’t afford the cost of the ticket. Students
are at the college festivals. There are people
who are now bringing their children. I have
played for the bikers as well in Goa.
�Do you think that the concept of
being part of a band is finally here?

When during our time, there were
bands because there were college festivals.
I remember when I was in school, I would
go to IIT Delhi to listen to bands come from
all over the country and watch them per-
form — young college students who were
part of the band. For professional nights,
there were bands coming from outside.
Indian Ocean was not the first band nor
would it be the last. However, the numbers
have increased and music has become
more Indianised.
�Has technology helped promote

music for you?
Yes and no. Yes, because we have more

equipment, we don’t have to go to a studio
and pay big money to play. The record com-
pany doesn’t have a big hold over you. Today,
sitting at home, I can create music. No,
because due to the Internet, everyone
wants free music. Nowadays, people watch
music. When you don’t sell, you don’t get any
royalty. Ten cents a download won’t get you
anywhere. Take an example. All our music
is on iTunes and the total annual income we
get is $100. This is true globally.
�Over the years, some members left
and new joined. Did it affect the
dynamics when new members joined?

When we began, there were four of us
from 1994 till 2009 and then Asheem
(Chakravarty) died and it was like the left
side of the stage was empty. We had to bring
in two people to replace him since he could
sing and play the table. Then our guitar play-
er left and we brought in a new person. But
each new person brings something new
since we don’t want clones.
�What are your future plans?

We have a bunch of songs recorded and
ready for release. Since people watch rather
than listen to music, we were planning to
do some form of video. But they were put
on hold but since going out of town is clear-
ly not going to happen, we are going to work
on new material.

� How did you get associated with Kiss The Ground?
It is a bit of a long story. I was working on a previous project

— Life After Carbon which was about how we can make cities more
sustainable. That is when I heard about Josh Tickell who had gone
to college in my hometown in Florida. I heard that he wanted advice
on the film and did a bit of background research on him and his
documentary film Pump. I was completely blown away with it and
it touched something in my heart and knew that this is what I want-
ed to do with my life. I called him and requested him to come back
to his hometown and give a talk in the college that he went to. For
the next nine months I was trying to learn as much as I could about
the environment, about story telling and about production. A few
weeks later, I joined the team and have been here since February
this year.
� What are the difficulties associated with making such films?

There are several. Take this film for example. It took us seven
years to put it out. There were over a hundred scientists who we
approached and talked and collaborated with to corroborate what
we are saying in this film.
� Has the present pandemic made people sit up and take notice
of the documentary?

In some ways it is. The studio that I work with, when the pan-
demic started, we went to a store and stocked up on things because
we knew we would be on our own and didn’t know what would
happen. A lot of people realised that they needed to be in touch
with food supply and have food security.
� Do you think that the movie can be a catalyst to creating a
balance between environment and man?

Definitely, they are absolutely a catalyst. One thing that I have
seen with such films when I went to college of Environmental Studies
is there is one thing missing in the environmental movement is
communication. The only people involved here are the one who
study it and there is a large gap between the people who study it
and the rest of the world. What movies do is bridge this gap espe-
cially those like Kiss The Ground which bring regular people togeth-
er and celebs and show a unified movement to make the world a
better place.
� How necessary is to facilitate a conversation about the envi-
ronment?

It is extremely important to bring everyone on one platform.
But it is very difficult to do this. What we try to do is tell people
that they can be part of this movement from the comforts of their
homes and day to day tasks.
� Is the world prepared to make the change/transition?

I feel that people are ready to make changes in their lives. The
present pandemic has opened eyes of the people. Everyone is now
going back home; they are not congregating. At least in the US,
food supply has been disrupted. What we are seeing is a resurgence
in the local food economy. This means communities growing their
own food. What this film is about is empowering the local farmer
to feed his family and the local community. I am not sure we are
ready to make a huge change but the world is pushing us in that
direction.
� How bleak will the future be with no changes?

It would be very bleak. At the rate at which we are going, the
film shows that in 15 years, we will not be able to harvest food from
the soil and we will be completely reliable on pesticides and fer-
tilisers. Hundreds of thousands of people are being forced out of

their homes due to climate change. This is really the
moment that we are take action now.
� How important is it to teach importance of envi-
ronment and Nature at school level?

All changes happen at the grassroot. It is the
people who make things happen. Everyone has the
capacity to learn and change but it is the young peo-
ple who are most likely to do it. It is important to

teach children these regenerative ways of life.
Taking care of the planet is the most impor-
tant thing for us to do today. It is not the sci-
ence of it but to teach them to love the plan-
et; the connection we have with it.
�One lesson that people should take away
from the film?

Know where your food comes from,
meet your farmer and talk with him and
just to know that everyone can be a part
of this movement. Even the smallest
decision can make a decision.
� What next?

We have a few projects that we are
working on. We are currently working on
a short documentary series for TV on the

pesticides being sprayed on our food in our
hometown and how the town can shift to

regenerative agriculture. It will be a model
on how communities can come together to

bring a change. We are making another film —
Revolution Generation, it is about how millen-
nials are coming to power and taking over and
creating a more democratic equable system.
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Having the first sip of your

favourite coffee, first
thing in the morning is

a feeling every coffee lover would
relate to. But with this unex-
plained feeling comes a guilt of
drinking too much of coffee and
not be able to do without it.

Here is an answer to all your
woes — an award-winning
vegan coffee infused with six nat-
ural vitamins. 

A brainchild of Bharat Sethi,
Rage coffee was launched in
2018. “The brand was born out
of my passion for coffee.
Unfortunately, we are always
served poor quality products and
so is the case with coffee. After
an extensive research, we found
out that most of the coffees in the
market are artificial.  That’s
when I thought of coming up

with something that has quality
and is not too expensive. This is
how Rage was born,” Sethi
explains. 

The brand till date has five
exotic flavours — Original, Irish
Hazelnut, Crème Caramel,
Sparky Orange, and Dark
Chocolate. “The coffee tastes like
freshly grounded and gives a dis-
tinctive kick of caffeine. Unlike
others, it doesn’t taste bland or
bitter,” he tells you.

Although India is majorly a
tea drinking nation, but the cof-
fee lovers are witnessing a slow
growth. Not to mention that the
market has been taken over
several big players. 

“We do realise that we have
tough competition, but that is
where the excitement comes in.
Challenges are a part and parcel

of life and our USP is that we give
quality coffee at best prices.
That is the reason that our tar-
get audience are accepting us

with open hearts and the
response has been overwhelm-
ing,” Sethi says.

To add to its products, the

brand has also launched
coffee shots. “These coffee
shots comes in biodegrad-
able packaging. The prod-
uct quality is the same
only delivery technique is
changed. This is meant for
those who want to enjoy
good coffee at the comfort
of their work place or
even on their way to
work,” he tells you.

There is much more
on Sethi’s cards. “We will
soon be launching new
exciting flavours,
Peppermint and
Bubblegum to name a
few. Bubblegum flavoured
coffee will be meant for 18-
24 year olds who doesn’t
want to go for the usual flavours,”
he tells you.
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He is a bass guitarist, who performed 
virtually for HCL’s Soundscapes with his

band. He speaks with Shalini Saksena
about why he agreed to this virtual
concert and how the profile of his

fans has changed
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Picture this: Jay worked as a techni-
cal consultant for a financial soft-
ware company’s taxation product
team. For a new project, his team
was forced to interact with the

financial services team due to political pres-
sure from senior management. As expected,
the initial interactions were a bit contentious.
The technical lead for the taxation team,
Abhay, saw this as an opportunity to shine
and mandated that he would be the point of
contact for interacting with the financial ser-
viced team. All communications were now
required to be funneled through him.

This created a precarious situation for
Jay. All his emails and documents were pre-
sented to the other team as if Abhay had pro-
duced them. Abhay was taking credit for
everything Jay did. Abhay would edit out
major chunks of essential technical advice
beyond his level of competence, and he
would keep coming back to Jay for more
inputs on how to answer questions coming
from the other team. This entire episode left
Jay feeling angry, frustrated, and unmotivat-
ed.

The above is a classic example of office
politics. Office politics is a reality that exists
in every organisation, big or small: the larger
the firm, the more complex the politics.
There is more of everything — players, com-
petition, agendas, information, and more to
gain and lose. If you have enjoyed a good
number of years of work experience, I’m sure
you have experienced politicking in the
workplace.

Companies with a great culture know
how to create systems to minimise or miti-
gate politics. Indeed, productivity, employee
engagement, and a company’s growth depend
on how much politics exists. Leaders have a
huge responsibility to recognise what causes
politics and which systems, processes, or
people initiate or encourage it in their com-
pany environment. Alternatively, employees
must also understand their workplace’s polit-
ical machinery to bring about success for
themselves and their team members. 

As a leadership coach, I work with peo-
ple managers from mid-level managers up to
CXOs and board members from diverse
industries. These folks are all brilliant, intelli-
gent, and accomplished individuals. When I
work with them on their leadership goals
and challenges, I get to hear the real-life situ-
ations they have encountered. The only thing
setting them back is their collective belief in
office politics. I listen to statements like, “I
don’t like office politics, and I don’t want to
go there at all.” “I cannot get to this position
because it requires me to be political, and I
am not a political person,” etc.. They hold
themselves back from greatness because of
their limited perception of office politics. In
their minds, office politics is a dirty word
that they are better off not handling.
Understanding and cruising through an
organisation’s power dynamics is the key dif-
ferentiator between successful and extremely
successful people. 
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It is all about power, influence, and rela-

tionships, the power entanglements between
coworkers trying to get ahead. These strug-
gles for advancement are usually based on
what you are after and whom you form
alliances with. Some people are drawn into it
intentionally, many accidentally and most
unknowingly. 

Definitely, through years of work experi-
ence, people do learn to deal with this beast
more effectively. But why leave such a critical
skill to chance? Why not address it head-on
by understanding the power dynamics early

on in your career and moving ahead victori-
ously in your leadership journey. 
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There are a few tell-tale signs of environ-

ments being intensely political. If you
encounter these signs, often you know the
chances of getting stuck in the dirty swamp of
politics are high. Beware when you encounter
the following patterns:
● There is a lack of transparency in communi-
cations. People are not direct and don’t mean
what they say. There exists an unspoken sys-
tem within the organisation that needs to be
worked. 
● Often poor performers are neither fired nor
reprimanded. Superstar employees quit
because they don’t want to play the game and
don’t see any future growth.
● The majority of the people are unwilling to
acknowledge and celebrate their team mem-
ber’s successes. Other’s growth invokes nega-
tive emotions such as discomfort, resentment,
or jealousy! They view it as being left behind.
● Fear and limitations of opportunities drive
most conversations, decisions, and behaviours.
● There is a constant underlying sense of com-
petition amongst individuals for roles, visibili-
ty, or growth.
● Trust in leadership is weak.
● Most individual performance rewards are
not in alignment with those of the organisa-
tion’s wins.
● People’s need for opportunity or recognition
makes them nervous and fearful of making
mistakes and taking risks.
● Most employees have little knowledge of and
visibility into the company’s decision-making.
There is a significant distance between junior-
level employees and executives; too many
closed-door meetings with exclusive informa-
tion are not shared with the rest of the organi-
sation.
● There is a lack of ownership amongst peo-
ple. The general tendency is to shirk responsi-
bility when possible. Instead of stepping up
and taking on tasks outside their area, people
can quickly assign blame to someone else.
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Below are a few tricks on dealing with cor-

porate politics:
Observe and listen: Most people jump into
things from the intention of action and contri-
bution. Whether it is a meeting, a project, or a
new role, everyone wants to perform well, and
so they start doing things. Instead, be in an
observation and listening mode before you
choose to take action. This will help you iden-
tify the influencers — they are the stakehold-
ers that hold power to move things in the
organisation. Understand their needs and
mindsets.

Do you know how the power distribution
in your organisation works? Who are the key
decision-makers? What are their motivations?

Trust but not blindly: It is wonderful to find
good friends in your colleagues; after all, you
are spending many waking hours with them.
Research proves that it can be extremely
healthy to have friendships at work. Personal
bonds at work are essential; however, there is a
difference between personal and professional
relationships. Knowing the limits and bound-
aries of these relationships is crucial.

It requires one to walk that tightrope
between sharing and oversharing. Practices
such as socialising outside of work are helping
to advance careers and build networks and
bonds. Be mindful — a drink too many can
expose you and give people something to talk
about or lead to even more severe conse-
quences. The same rules apply to social media
interactions with colleagues.
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Be clear of your vision: We all have a
vision for our lives, spoken or unspo-
ken, explicit or implicit. A vision is how
one commits to living their life, demon-
strated by their choices, actions, words,
and behaviors. What separates great
leaders from the average one is their
ability to crystallise their vision and
then execute goals towards it. Being
clear of your desired reality helps you
stay out of the unnecessary messes and
face with courage and conviction, the
paths essential to actualise your dreams.

Communicate your vision: Once you
know and own your vision, communi-
cate it intelligently and smartly with
your manager and team members. This
may or may not mean sharing every-
thing. Your vision may be to become the
CFO of an organisation in a few years,
identify the skills and experiences you
need to get there, and communicate
only those. 

Stay informed, but avoid gossip: Keep
in mind, no matter how tempting it
might seem, hear gossip but don’t gen-
erate or propagate it. Being aware of
what is going on around you is prudent,
but make sure not to get sucked into it.
Being viewed as a gossip undermines
the trust people will have in you. Loose
talk can get you in trouble or make you
seem immature. 

There is a significant difference
between gossiping and staying
informed. The former projects you as
immature while the latter is a skill one
must develop to succeed at work.

Information is powerful: Most suc-
cessful politicians spend their energy
managing up, down and sideways.
They hustle and work their chain of
command. Such people base their
career on building alliances with the
power brokers. They are astute enough
to be present at all the right meetings,
jump in, and take personal credit for

other’s work and are information
hoarders. Information is power, and
power is politics. The one who has
knowledge holds power. The clear sign
of a political person is that they rarely
share information. 

Learn to read people: So many times, I
have come across leaders misjudging
situations and the intentions of people.
The outspoken ones are edged to speak
up the politically incorrect things like
complaining about the health benefits
or a new policy. People don’t flinch
before showing enthusiasm for ideas
and activities that may harm your
career. As part of building Executive
Presence, I often help leaders get edu-
cated on sensing and reading body lan-
guage in others and utilising power
stances for themselves. Reading people
and situations is the number one talent
to get ahead without getting in trouble.

Integrity and ethics always win: The
general impression is that people that
rise quickly often have to do unethical
things to get there. The negative conse-
quences of acting out of your value sys-
tem or integrity will catch up with you.
There is no escaping that. Sometimes
things may take a little longer but stay
the course and don’t succumb to wrong-
doings and temptations.
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My book Checkmate Office Politics

discusses the distinction between good
politics and bad politics. Practicing
good or healthy politics enables people
to further personal and team interests
fairly and justly. Staying alert and aware
of the ‘bad’ politics helps to avoid need-
less suffering and being taken advantage
of. To look at politics through a positive
lens, one must first understand the dif-
ference between good and bad politics
or healthy and unhealthy politics.
Healthy Politics: Healthy politics
always attempts to empower

individuals. An effective politician
builds a strong network at all levels
inside and outside of an organisation.
They are familiar with the pulse of
employees at all levels. They have a
crisp and clear understanding of the
success parameters in their
organisation. Healthy politics requires
sharing information and encouraging
others to do the same. Good politics
believes unity is Strength. Good
politicking fuels the promotion of
innovation and problem-solving. It
advocates respect and inclusiveness for
all, irrespective of their role and
position. There is a goal of improving
systems instituting permanent
solutions to problems. In the above
example of Jay and Abhay, Abhay was
doing a good thing by streamlining the
communication through a narrow
channel to avoid confusion, however
he could have given credit to Jay
highlighting his contributions in his
interactions to avoid the bad politics.

Unhealthy Politics: The most
significant sign of harmful politics is the
personal gains of a handful of people.
Unhealthy politics leads to a divide and
rule philosophy. It promotes authority
and compliance and creates a distance
among people based on these
differences. Bad politics deviate
attention away from the real issues.

As individuals working in the busi-
ness world, when you feel powerless and
out of control in situations where you
believe you are at the receiving end of
political manoeuvers of coworkers, it is
essential to remember that there are
several techniques you can apply to suc-
ceed. You have a choice. The choice may
not always be an easy one. However, it is
usually a choice between staying in your
comfort zone or getting uncomfortable
but evolving into a better leader.

The writer is a leadership coach and an
author. She has just published

Checkmate Office Politics: Build a
Positive Power Equation at Work

with SAGE India

.55(3%�6=)(�(3��(�����%�)(�1������%4(����(#�%?%�1
=�-�#(���(=#��7(-�=���'�))��A�(�%�����9������
�����%�����%����5%A���(3,��=#��=A��=�$%�)�A(��
3=�6=���%�6=)(�(3�

	
�����
�
��	����



����
�
�
�
���

��������	��
��
����:�����7�������	�HC��H=H=

������Q��.�	������	..�
0��
����.������.

�����9.
0��.��������
Q.
�����0���.������0

R��.�0����

>!..�#�����
�0��.�������+

Bollywood is in the eye of a storm.The industry that
did yeoman service for the masses by entertaining
them has suddenly become a cesspool, a term Big B

used for politics. Nevertheless, Bollywood has been provid-
ing three hours of power-packed action, fantasy, joy and
romance — all for the price of peanuts. It made people laugh,
cry, filled them with rage, and made them partake in the
world of make-believe. It aroused and awakened too, at times.
All that has been pushed to the backburner. But before blam-
ing Bollywood for all that is bad in the society we need to
pause and ponder. In more than a century of its history, the
Mumbai film industry has served the society in a way few
industries have done. It has researched like no institution
could do, it has taught like no teacher would have done. It
de-stressed the masses, at a price that the common man
could afford. It provided an outlet for the pent up feelings
of the people, made them rejoice and giggle, filled them with
ecstasy, made them forget their sorrows casting a magical
spell. There was a salutary hangover too. People would talk
and discuss even after they had seen the film. No mean ser-
vice to a huge majority that was starved for pleasure and
joy. It advocated the right lessons too. That it’s the good that
triumphs over the evil in the end. Or as you sow so you reap.
All of a sudden, everything is being painted black. So black
that it reeks of a design. Reasons are not far to seek. Francis
Bacon once said that if you go deep into any problem you
will find people. Only, replace people with politics. Man,
after all, is a political animal. So if you go deep into a prob-
lem, you will find politics. Dirty politics. Forget those blame
games. Forget those ideas of cronyism and syndicate, lob-
bies and pressure groups. They are everywhere. Even in the
noblest of institutions. We must go back to the basics. And
that reminds of the class four English language idiom — A
bad workman blames his tools. There is a hindi equivalent,
too, and in Bollywood lingo: “If you don’t know how to
dance, you find fault with the dancing floor”. Films and the
film world are of a different genre and for a different pur-
pose. To be objective, films don’t create society, they reflect
society. And on this count they are more real than many
news channels which pollute the society more than the films.
Films are market driven and showcase the society. There is
no formula for a hit film nor a lobby. It is the film goer who
decides and he is highly erratic. Interestingly, he himself does-
n’t know why. Same happens in the case of  film stars. Or
else meagre budget and no star film like Jai Santoshi Maa
would not have been a bigger hit than the mega budget multi-
starrer Sholay in the same year. Coming to stars making it
big, examples galore prove that it’s God given merit and not
Godfather. From Dev Anand, Dilip Kumar and Rajkumar
to Amitabh Bachchan, Shatrughan Sinha and the like prove
that it is only merit. And failure of star sons confirms this.
One last take. And a crucial one. While many news chan-
nels try selling lies as truth, films are doing it the other way
round. Bollywood must stand and the show must go on.
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Then, we accept His creation.
This has a huge implication on
our lives. We will begin to seek

God’s guidance and help, because this
is the cosmic design. We, souls, are
parts of God. (Bhagawad Gita 15.7) Our
existence, independent of God, is very
troublesome as those who don’t have
a connection do realise sooner or
later. And God will guide and help; we
just need to approach Him in all
humility. Therefore, humility is the first
quality we inculcate in ourselves.
Imagine a world where people are hum-
ble and treat others with respect. This
brings us to the next quality — becom-
ing better. The way the creation is, there
is only one big entity, that is God. We
humans are small and will remain so.
However, there is no bar on becoming
better. 

This leads us to the third quality —
to be able to coexist with others. Our
relationships improve greatly. We realise
that no one is perfect, only God is,
therefore, we need to accept faults of
others as others accept ours. We also
realise that we depend upon a whole lot
of people for our existence. Slowly, the
mode of goodness begins to gain
ascendency. We speak better, we behave
better, etc. This mode has an enormous
influence over our senses and the
mind. It prods us to eat what is useful
to us, see what is illuminating, hear
what benefits, and so on.

Gradually, we enter the spiritual
realm. We understand that there is a
thing like the Karmaphala principle.
This is in short — what we sow, we reap.
This is as simple as that. Some fruits are
instant, like if we appreciate someone
we get excellent vibrations from that
person. Some take long like studying
to become financially self-supporting.

We begin to watch all our actions in
order to create a better future for our-
selves. This is the beginning of spiritu-
al intelligence. The wise ones turn to
the book eternal wisdom — The Gita.
One then progresses to become either
a medium of God or an instrument.
God uses us to deliver benefits to other
people. For example, someone is to get
a donation, the Lord inspires one of us
to do this noble deed, for which the
Lord rewards handsomely. Then, God
uses advanced devotes to deliver His
instructions to other devotees, that is
He uses one of His own to do this very
important job. Advancing this way, a
soul begins to enjoy the company of
God — the highest achievement prior
to qualifying for liberation after a few
lives.

This is about those who accept
God. The story is quite different for
those who don’t. They believe in the
chance theory, that is anything can hap-
pen anytime, though this is absurd. One
time a person was arguing with me
about this; he said that he believed in
chance. I asked him whether he sends

his children to school. He said yes. I,
then, advised him to avoid this pain;
they may get educated by chance. Ego
of such persons is quite dominant; they
don’t listen to reason. They are guided
by material intelligence even though
there is cause and effect there also. They
are mostly in the modes of passion and
darkness, and suffer on account of
them. Their senses and minds are most-
ly uncontrolled. They wish to become
bigger — a mirage. 

Most of their lives such persons try
to compete with others or feel that oth-
ers are after them. They are mostly
alone, at least this is how they feel. Life
is mostly rudderless, jumping from one
matter to another; there is hardly
much focus. After all, without God con-
sciousness, one will be whimsical only.

Therefore, it is wise to accept God.
Life will take a perfect direction with
unimaginable advantages accruing,
and God will help in piloting us
through future lives till we qualify for
liberation — the greatest boon.
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Krishna, the theme did not
confine itself to the literary
works alone, but also has
manifested itself elaborate-
ly in the art forms of India

which include, sculptural representa-
tions, icons, images, paintings, murals-
miniatures and archaeology (which
has its subparts seals — epigraphy,
coins and monuments etc). This arti-
cle aims at providing an idea as to how
Shri Krishna has deeply expressed
himself through this varied art tradi-
tion of India. 

Generally, the icons are named as
Krishna’s archa-avataras. Sanskrit term
for icon is archa-vigraha. Besides, term
icon has its parallel in the word, pra-
tima, which means an image. In the
form of the science of images or pra-
timas, iconography has a long histo-
ry in India, which dates back to the
Vedic age. As one of the Rigvedic
mantra mentions, one best icon (para-
maapratima). After the Mauryan peri-
od, elaborate temple iconography
developed in India and it continued till
the Muslim invasions. 

Iconography has an important
place in India’s cultural tradition,
since the same has religion and phi-
losophy as its integral parts and as the
image worship constitutes the very

basis of its religion. Since, the religious
and philosophical trends originate
from people’s mind and thus prove
major role in their lives, the icons thus
serving as effective modes of express-
ing this ideals and imparts regarding
the favorite icons of Krishna and other
gods were also engraved in sculptures
along side in the temples. 

This art tradition on Krishna was
developed on the basis of the Puranas
and the Mahabharata. Its main aim
was to depict concepts-imageries
themes, which are associated with
Krishna from time to time. It also aims
to delineate new theological themes —
or trends and symbols associated
with Krishna in the later Puranas.
With the result, his icons were engraft-
ed with murals depicting new mean-
ings and dimensions of his concept.
Although, the scriptures in this way
have provided much fundamental
frame-work to his icons and have
played a major role in the development
of iconography of Krishna, yet differ-
ences of treatment of Krishna concept
by both these sources (scriptural and
icon — Art) is vividly visible. 

As any tradition in India has never
ceased to grow and further develop,
the same trend applies to the Art tra-
dition relating to Krishna’s iconic

manifestations. It has developed itself
unto a new form to meet the chal-
lenges of time and circumstances. It
also had developed within its range
new theological details from the
puranas, and the icons thus made
served as very important mediums of
worship in the religious scenario of the
Indians. Hence, during these times,
the iconography of Krishna attained
the mega position in the cultural art
of India. 

Now, to define icon, it is found that
generally icon of God or Krishna
implies his imitation. Reference to the
art tradition of iconography in India
be cited in the Vedas and upnishads,
in the form of pratikriti. Besides, it is
also held that the vedic concept of the
Gods has inspired the framework of
the icons of Gods, as in the Vedas and
the subsequent works Gods are spo-
ken ‘men of the sky or Divo-naras and
also having forms like those of the
human beings or Nri-peshas”. 

As far as Krishna’s iconography is
concerned it has developed on the
basis of the scriptures like Agamas and
the Puranas. These works provide
much authentic material on Krishna’s
icons, which are said to be of such type
like Chala, Achula, meaning those
which are very light in weight and

heavy in weight, light weight icons are
further of four types known as Vautaka
(those worshipped daily); utsava (wor-
shipped on particular occasion); Bali
(worshipped each day with offering of
Prasad); Snapana (sprinkled with
holy water). 

Where as the Achala icons are
made of stone and are of types such
as, mula vigraha and Dhruva. The
Dhruva icon is further of these types
like standing (sthanak), asan (sitting)
and shayan (lying), with regard to the
determination of dress ornaments
symbols which are to be applied the
people of those regions according to
their cultural standards and trends.
Apart from these types of Krishna’s
icons other types of icons are men-
tioned by Krishna’s icons other types
of icons are mentioned by Krishna
himself to Uddhava in a dialogue in
Bhagavatapurana, where he says that
his icons can be made of clay, sandal
wood, stone, metal, sand, crystal, and
of mental imagery (manomaya).

Generally, in the literary tradition
on Krishna, the icons of Krishna are
made on the basis of the symbols
which serve as key notes for making
icons individually and distinguishing
these form the other. The framework
of icons is contemplated according to
some symbols in the abstract form
and then is expressed in material
abstract form of specific symbol.
Amongst all the Gods, it is Krishna
who has mostly impressed the temple
art form of the medieval age, where-
by he is shown in multiple form such
as Venugopal, alone or accompanying
Radha and other gopis during Rasa,
holding govardhana mountain; as
Yogi in Narada’s vision, as young
cowherd boy in the company of
Balarama and Subhadra, as warrior
killing Kansa and his wrestlers
Jarasandha and Shishupala, driving
Arjuna’s chariot. 

In the icons, Krishna is either
endowed with two or four arms. Two
armed Krishna is in abhayadana pose.
While, four armed Krishna is endowed
with conch, mace, chakra and lotus in
hands. That various cults have added
to varied manifestations of Krishna in
iconic forms. For instance, the cult of
lotus and of conch, of mace associat-
ed with Yaksha (he always holds
mace) be mentioned. Besides, mythol-
ogy has also its role in the framework
of the icons where he is depicted along
with his family members. 

Finally to conclude, let us assume
that the iconic representation of
Krishna provides us the true transla-
tion in lithic form of the texts of the
puranas and the epic and thus supple-
ments the same.
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Past few months have been really diffi-
cult for anyone trying to cope up with
the current times of pandemic, but it

has also bought opportunities for people to
explore. Time at home where most of the
adults and all of the kids no longer have the
responsibilities of rushing off to work and
school every day. It’s an amazing gift that
this pandemic has bestowed upon us, and
around the world we’re seeing people enjoy-
ing it in ways they never thought possible.
Individuals could invest their time in the
right thing by staying at home and by being
productive. These are a few ways to stay
optimistic and that will help you become
useful and productive during the Pandemic:  
● Read the Classics: The local libraries
might be off-limits, but there are a number
of devices you can use to read as many
books, magazines, comics, or graphic novels
as you want, many for a substantially
reduced price. There are great book web-
sites all over with bucket lists of books
everyone should read at least once in their
lifetime. Make a goal of reading one per
week and see how far you get and what
wonderful new worlds you can discover.
● Planting & Gardening: Your home is
your castle. Time to upgrade it! If your
working hours are reduced or gone com-
pletely for a while, turn your energy
towards improving the condition of your
home and yard. Surely somewhere in your
home, there are projects to take on that you
are handy enough to handle. It might mean
patching a hole in your fence, re-painting a
room, replacing the weather stripping on
the door, or planting new flower beds to
add some color to your life. Most home
repair stores are still open as they count as
essential businesses. Pretty much every pro-
ject under the sun you might want to take
on has an instructional video available
online at YouTube or another site, so survey
your home and yard and find a project that

you have been itching to scratch.
● If you can’t learn, teach! There is some-
thing inherent to human nature that pre-
vents us from shutting ourselves off com-
pletely from one other. We still seek to bring
our contributions to the fight against the
virus by whatever means we can. People
everywhere have taken to the Internet to
make their presence known in a helpful
way. Some offer psychological support, oth-
ers provide inventive ways of killing time by
teaching classes and Do-It-Yourself (DIY)
courses. A few gentle souls are even there to
offer a conversation partner to those who
are stuck alone in isolation.

If you’ve got a device that records video,
you’re qualified to teach people how to do
something. If you’ve got an audio recorder
and a voice, you’re set to record a podcast
about anything you want — your expertise
in your job field, your favorite music or
movie, your own brand of humour, whatev-
er you think people will enjoy listening to. 

The Internet is not only a way for us to
come together, but also to share positive
messages and stories in this time of distress. 

● Team Building exercises: Spread the
knowledge. People have slowly adapted to
the new normal of “Working from home”. It
must have probably been a while since the
peers must have even spoke to each other
on the calls other than work, coming up
with sessions where team can speak about
their experiences of working from home,
share some good ideas and play some
games can help the rejuvenate the thought
process of the employees and they feel fresh
and start working with a positive attitude. 
● Analyse your budget: Even though, the
economy has re-opened, it will somehow
still take time for it to be back to normal
and boost and hence it becomes very
important to reassess our current budget
and our expenditures. One should high-
light and spend where it is important at
least during this time of pandemic because
it can help you get a gist of where the
money is going and will also be beneficial
in a longer run. 
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The intra-Afghan dialogue

going on in Qatar is a con-
certed effort to chart a new
course of peace and tranquili-
ty in Afghanistan, torn 
apart by decades of occupation
and civil war. 

As the Taliban have been
waging war to regain power by
brutal means, it is important in
this situation to look at the crit-
ical roles played by Pakistan
and America in this long--
drawn Afghan quagmire. 

Interestingly, Pakistan a
country that was reprimanded
by US President Donald Trump
in 2018 for its “lies and deceit”
joined as the third key player in
the historic US-Taliban peace
talks. This has even despite
Washington cutting security
assistance to Islamabad. 

Since the signing of the
peace deal in February 2020
amid the peak of the Covid-19
pandemic, Pakistan’s fortune
has started changing. Some
strategic experts say the Imran
Khan Government is trying to
shed its image of a state asso-
ciated with terror and terror
financing. Pakistan has been
criticised by world leaders for
not uprooting anti-India terror
forces on its soil. 

As Pakistan has involved
itself in the Afghan peace talks,
it is vital for New Delhi to
approach the Afghan dilemma
afresh. Taliban is now in a
position of strength. New Delhi,
Islamabad and Washington
need to tackle the monster
very cautiously. For the Ghani
regime, the durability of peace
depends on limiting Taliban’s
influence in small pockets.
Allowing the Taliban to regroup
for seeking a role larger than its
usual strength would herald
full-scale disaster to Kabul. 

Further, the arrival of the
Taliban cadre to the heart of
Afghan politics once again
might jeopardise the democ-
ratic institution building taken
up by the previous Karzai
regime and the current estab-
lishment in the country.

Is there any hope that there
would be lasting peace in
Afghanistan? It seems unlike-
ly. Resting on the most unpre-
dictable Taliban might be
another misstep in the lexicon
of peace building in
Afghanistan. However, the
resilience demonstrated by the

group this time is extraordi-
nary. They are working hard to
project themselves as a pan-
Afghan identity. However, this
expedient tactic would not
offer sizeable dividends to them
as their brutality and antipathy
towards the Afghan minorities
like the Hazras and Sikhs are
entrenched in the memory of
the persecuted.

Hence, the enormity of
challenges faced by the current
Ghani regime is more than a
reality. Practically speaking,
the US support in the form of
aid, advice and supervision
must continue. Whether
Trump or Biden, whoever
comes to Washington in
January, without a second
thought, America must back
any democratic regime that
comes to Kabul. Else the hope
of building a civil society and
grassroot democratic institu-
tions would be completely
destroyed. 

It is unlikely that Pakistan
will learn from its past mistakes
of aiding and abetting terrror-
ism. No one knows how long
the Imran Government can

survive. As long as the Pakistan
Army calls the shots, no demo-
cratic leader or regime would
have a free hand in political
affairs of the country. And for
sure, a country like Pakistan
can best be safeguarded only by
the Army. It’s a notion deeply
entrenched in power corridors
of the country and among the
public. 

Its people have rarely had
the experience of governed by
strong civilian leaders in the his-
tory, except one like late Benazir
Bhutto. She ruled Pakistan dur-
ing a tumultuous time. But
then till her assassination in
2007, she was always regarded
by the country’s military a
“security threat” simply because
she was working hard to pro-
mote peace in South Asia and
voicing for a broad-based
Government in Afghanistan. 

It is fair to say military in
Pakistan is an omnipotent insti-
tution. Its influence in politics
is here to stay. So whatever is
convenient to it, accordingly,
the future roadmap of Pakistan
will be drawn. Afghanistan
has always been viewed as a

playing ground and a zone of
influence by the Pakistani
Army. Thus its proxies, rather
than Islamabad’s, have a major
say in Kabul for years.
Whenever this equation does
not match, such regimes in
Kabul find it too difficult to
sustain. Experience says
Pakistan never wants a strong
Indian presence in
Afghanistan. Considering its
traditional rivalry with India,
Islamabad would not allow
Delhi to be in good terms
with Kabul. Though India’s
continued outreach to
Afghanistan has mostly been
received positively, the complex
power structures in that coun-
try has hardly left any role for
New Delhi, except as an aid
partner. 

The root cause for this
dilemma is no other than
Pakistan, and to some extent
the US. Washington knows
pretty well that without taking
Islamabad into confidence,
peace in Afghanistan would
not last long.

Currently, the Modi
Government is advocating that

the talks must be Afghan
owned and Afghan led. This is
fine. But then, will Delhi be
ready to forge a deal with the
Taliban if it comes back to
power? This must be made
clear to the world that Delhi
would be forging a new normal
with the Taliban if it forms a
legitimate Government in
Afghanistan. Can anyone think
that Taliban will have trust in
the democratic process? Will it
be ready to contest elections in
case it takes place? 

What will happen if its can-
didates are outright rejected by
the common people? The
Taliban is an experienced play-
er. Its Government from 2001
to 2006 led by Mullah Omar
was barely recognised by one or
two countries around the
world. Afterwards, the Taliban
regime tasted defeat from the
powerful force led by the US
and its allies. 

Since then, Afghanistan is
virtually under the occupa-
tion of NATO forces even
though democratically elected
Governments have reinforced
a new sense of security and

peace in the country. 
In the last two decades, the

way the Taliban has intervened
in several pockets of the coun-
try has demonstrated how bru-
tal it could be. Its complete dis-
regard for basic rights, partic-
ularly of the minorities, chil-
dren and women, have only
brought fear and darkness to
the civilians in Afghanistan. 

In such circumstances, the
only possibility for the Taliban
is to charter a new peace course
to be acceptable as a Afghan
government. It could be a
smart power-sharing deal that
may make the group a partner
in the legitimate Government
of the country. Then the ques-
tion comes, will these radicals
be accepted by the democrati-
cally elected leaders? Will there
be a working relationship
among them that could survive
for some time? Will these war-
lords simply accept a rule-
based order? It all looks topsy-
turvy. 

They may not be accept-
able by either Ghani or any
other popular leaders in the
country. Accepting them is

simply a big blot on the fragile
democratic set-up of the coun-
try. Neither would they accept
a system that offers an order
wherein one needs to be
responsible and delivering
goods to the people. So the
road ahead in Afghanistan is
murky.

To conclude, the Taliban is
to be handled carefully. It’s
good that they are back to a
peace table. Pakistan has final-
ly realised that its willingness
to back the peace process may
mean a lot to the making of
peace in its neighborhood. The
US role is inseparable from a
durable peace process in
Afghanistan. Other critical
players such as India, China
and Russia need to see that they
are all engaged in any peace
deal that brings stability to a
legitimate government in
Kabul.

When the Taliban repre-
sentatives and the delegates of
the Ghani Government meet in
Doha, they would find it hard
to resolve many critical issues.
The two parties are showing
visions that could hardly meet
at any point, particularly in
regard to how Afghanistan
would be governed in future.
Many hardline Taliban com-
manders demand that Ghani
be replaced and an interim gov-
ernment should come to Kabul. 

Many of these militants are
not ready to work with the
Ghani Government. They even
view the Ghani Government as
not a legitimate representative
of the Afghan people. They all
have referred Ghani as a pup-
pet. How will they work with
such a leader now?

Way back in June, Ghani
said during a virtual confer-
ence: “I serve at will of the
Afghan people, not to the will
of the Taliban.” Such conflict-
ing statements from both the
Taliban and Ghani might put
hurdle in the ongoing intra-
Afghan talk. Ghani also said
any discussion of an interim
government is premature. He is
absolutely right as there are
many other critical issues to be
sorted out with the Taliban.
Only, time will tell us, what
could unfold for the war-rav-
aged Afghanistan.

(The writer is an expert on
international affairs) 
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Wonder and mystery surrounds

the magnificent “Fairy Circles”.
They are one of the most beautiful
creations of God. These unique
“Fairy Circles” are found in the
Namib Desert of Namibia in South-
Western Africa. They are 10-65 feet
in diametre. Usually, they are barren
circles lined with patches of vegeta-
tion. They stretch for hundreds of
kilometres. Surprisingly, these circles
look other-worldly from images
taken from various satellites.
According to the local folklore, the
“Fairy Circles” were once created by
the God himself. Some say that they
are no other than the footprints left
behind by the God on the red soil of
the Namib Desert. Another local tra-
dition claims that these circles are
patches of desert poisoned by the
breath of dragons living beneath the
Namibian Desert. This is mentioned
in the folk tales of the Himba resi-
dents of Namibia. 

Much beyond, it has always been
popular in South-Western Africa
that “Namibia is the land that God
made in anger”. This comes from the
wide areas of Namibia that consists
of rugged and deeply forbidding
jungles. Indeed, rare records show
that this series of expressions believe
to derive from the local inhabitants
who directly refer to the treacherous
skeleton coast of the Namib Desert.
Thus the tales of the Fairy Circles go
on. They provide us clues to redis-
cover the strange patterns.

Some mathematicians say that
the whole landscape that covers the
Fairy Circles looks like polka dots
dress. Interestingly, these dots are
regularly spaced across the Namib
Desert. From far and the sky, they
look like islands in a sea of small
grasslands. Even the biologists have
found it difficult to unearth the exis-
tence of them. Tarnita, a theoretical

biologist and her team at the presti-
gious Princeton University in the US
say that it is not possible to conduct
close experiments about the Fairy
Circles in an area like the Namib
Desert. Therefore such vast areas
pose real big hurdles to test multiple
hypotheses. 

However after decades of stren-
uous research, the environmental sci-
entists and mathematicians have
highlighted two primary hypotheses
about these Circles. They are Plant
Competition Hypothesis and Termite
Colony Hypothesis. Firstly, the entire
Namib Desert is an arid desert.
And such arid deserts are normally
found closer to the equator because
of direct sunlight it gets. Water is very
rare and the existing plants struggle
to survive in areas like the Namib
Desert. About the growth of strange
patterns like the Fairy Circles, Tarnita
says, “As vegetation expands, and
thrives into a patch, smaller plants
nearby cannot get the water neces-
sary to survive. The amount of veg-
etation thins or disappears at the
edges of the patch, forming regular
distanced gaps.” 

Thus, all the Fairy Circles exhib-
it regular patterns across this desert.
Secondly, the Termite Colony
Hypothesis says that under each of
these patches, there exists a termite
colony. According to the ecologists,
the eusocial insects where individu-
als are divided into specialised groups
to support the overall survival of
their colony make a large number of
underground tunnels to transport
food for the rest of the members. In
this whole process, the termites
seem to destroy the vegetation
around their colonies. Further, sci-
entists state that in case of encroach-
ments of one colony by the other,
they fight till their enemy is finished.
In this long and underground war of

survival, a series of termite colonies
develop in due course of time. But
interestingly, these colonies are
seemed to be of equal size and there
is no “termites land” between two
colonies. These are some of the
novel revelations that open up scope
for future research.

Thus the Namibian Fairy Circles
represent a unique ecosystem so far
till 2015. In the year 2016, such Fairy
Circles were discovered outside
Newman, in a small mining town
called Pilbara region in Western
Australia. This provides a new oppor-
tunity to the scientific community to
once again uncover the origin and

growth of such phenomena. By now,
the Australian Fairy Circles indicate
that these circles are the reaction of
the plants to scare waters. Though
both the Australian and Namibian
Fairy Circles are more than almost
thousands of kilometre apart, they are
declared to be identical. Unlike
Namibia, where a large number of
insects of species like ants and ter-
mites are found in the Fairy Circles,
the majority of the circles found in
Pilbara do not have ant or termite
colonies. Such nests or mounds of
insects wherever discovered in
Australia are also randomly distrib-
uted unlike the Namibian ones.

Besides their mysteries and sci-
entific discoveries, the Fairy Circles
add to the beauty of the biodiversi-
ty of Namibia and Australia. They
attract numerous insects and animals
such as ants, bees, geckons, spiders,
wasps and small mammals like gold-
en moles, bat-eared foxes, black-
backed jackals and aardvarks. Again,
the Fairy Circles can be well-regard-
ed as fine examples of allogenic
ecosystem engineering. Such ecosys-
tems refer to an environment that
transforms the environment by
mechanically changing materials
from one form to another. Such land
forms helps in restoring water, peren-

nial plant and termite biomass across
the Namib Desert. As far as they are
not a threat to human and natural
environment, the Fairy Circles are to
be preserved.

For years, though the scientists
and researchers have suggested var-
ious theories about the Fairy Circles
yet the mysteries have not come to
an end about them. Hence, its very
existence is highly debatable. They
would remain enigmatic unless
destroyed in the course of nature or
through some man-made actions. 

(The writer is a young environ-
mental activist)
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One day, a group of self-acclaimed
rationalists barged into my office
unannounced to question me on

the relevance of astrology. “Why do you
mislead people with this unscientific dis-
cipline?” they asked. “Well, I have been a
student of science, which is why I pursue
this discipline with confidence,” I
responded. More than exposure to one
or other discipline of science, it is the
scientific temper that matters the most.
Scientific temper calls for a thorough
scrutiny before accepting or rejecting
any view point, and with an open mind,
free from any limitation whatsoever. You
are expected to thoroughly explore a
subject before challenging its relevance.
Let me tell you, astrology is a discipline
in its own right, having its own philoso-
phy, premise, phraseology and working
modalities. It doesn’t need sanction of
any other belief or discipline, including
science, which itself is subject to contin-
ued change.

A decade back, a lady known to me
came with a list of astrological terms,
not in popular use. She wished to have a
small note on all of them. She informed
me that Khuswant Singh (then alive)
wished to write critically on Astrology. A

week later, in his weekly column in a
national daily, he wrote disparagingly on
astrology, based on those few liners.
How can such a serious discipline be
commented upon through a look into
few selective terms, which he did not
understand?

Then came the next question: “How
can you define anybody’s destiny in
finite terms? Does individual freewill
not count in making one’s destiny?”
Well, it’s your power of freewill that
defines your destiny. Human beings
enjoy the exclusive privilege to guide
their actions by choice and discrimina-
tion. But whenever there is choice
option in hand, the probability of its use
and misuse remains equal. 

And there is nothing like a free
lunch in this world. You have to own up
and bear with the consequences of the
choices you make. It’s again a mistaken
perception that astrology straightaway
looks into one’s future space. Instead, it
looks into your present, which is noth-
ing but a culmination of doing in the
past. And, seeded in the present is the
way future is expected to unfold. If you
know that you have the seed of a mango
tree in hand, if you plant and nurse it,

following its natural chemistry (expected
timeline), will first sprout and then grow
into a full-fledged mango tree. It may
not be out of place to mention here that
should you self-reflect, through a dispas-
sionate look into your thought-trends,
you may figure the indwelling desire
trends. And all actions on your part are
driven by inlaid desire-trends, with
related bearing on future course of life.
So, astrology looks into your present,
based on which future trends are antici-
pated with a fair amount of precision.

Then came a counter: “Agreed, one
can watch out for own thought-trends
through self-reflection. But how can you
read it through planetary projections?
Planet’s gravitational pull can hardly
have any bearing on us.” First, let me tell
you that it is not just the gravitational
pull of the planets that matters. The
planets are not to be seen just as physical
objects moving in the cosmos. All of
them are energy balls either exciting
light in own right as Sun and other stel-
lar bodies, or reflecting those drawn
from other stellar bodies, or both.

Here a look into scientific principles
deserves attention. Going by the percep-
tion of modern theoretical physics, all
existences in this living world are actual-

ly manifestation of energy streams excit-
ed from a ‘Singularity’ following the Big-
bang. And energy particles having com-
mon root, are in immediate and intimate
connect with each other. Even in so far
as human beings are concerned, what
you see of a being with a form body with
hard bones, are at subtle level nothing
but an inseparable web of energy pat-
tern, all primarily sourced to nature. So,
at energy plane, there exists immediate
connect between man and the cosmic
world. 

Now, thoughts playing through
mind are again nothing but energy.
Their flow can’t be directly read. But
planetary motions can be measured with
a fair amount of precision. It is the cor-
respondence between the movement of
cosmic bodies and the man that helps
decipher how one’s mind would be flow-
ing. So, planets are not doers, they are
rather markers of what is going within
our minds. To sum up, though the disci-
pline of astrology doesn’t claim scientific
heritage, but its operating principles
can’t be termed unscientific either.
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