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Faced with massive unrest
among the farmers, the

Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) on
Thursday distanced itself from
its alliance partner BJP on the
issue of a set of agriculture Bills
by “sacrificing” the Cabinet
berth in the NDA-led Central
Government.

Strongly opposing the farm
Bills, Union Food Processing
Minister and SAD’s lone rep-
resentative in the Union
Cabinet Harsimrat Kaur Badal
resigned from the Ministry
“in protest against anti-farmer
Ordinances and legislation”.

The three Bills — Essential
Commodities (Amendment)
Bill, 2020, the Farmers Produce
Trade and Commerce
(Promotion and Facilitation)
Bill, 2020, and the Farmers’
(Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement of Price
Assurance and Farm Services
Bill, 2020 — were passed by the
Lok Sabha on Thursday night.
Led by the Congress nearly all
the Opposition parties opposed
the Bill, calling it “anti-farmer”.

“We stand with the farm-
ers and will do anything for
them. Next course of action will
be taken by our party for which
there will be a meeting short-
ly,” said Shiromani Akali Dal

president Sukhbir Singh Badal,
leaving open the possibility of
walking out of the NDA.

The BJP has a few allies left
after Shiv Sena walked out of
the NDA.

“I have resigned from the
Union Cabinet in protest
against anti-farmer Ordinances
and legislation. Proud to stand
with farmers as their daughter
& sister,” Harsimrat tweeted
ahead of the passage of the Bills
in the Lok Sabha.

Farmers form a sizable
chunk of the voting population
in the agrarian State of Punjab
and political parties have all
along made attempts to have
agriculturalists by their side.

SAD’s rivals, including the

Congress and the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP), have all along
been accusing the Badal fami-
ly of indulging in “double
speak”. They have been target-
ing the SAD for opposing the
farm Bills while enjoying the
Cabinet berth at the same time.

The SAD has been at log-
gerheads with its ally BJP over
the farm Bills, which has trig-
gered massive protests in
Punjab and the neighbouring
Haryana by farmer organisa-
tions, apprehending that the
new laws would bring to an end
the assured minimum support
price (MSP) regime for agri-

culture produce, and would
also benefit the corporates.

The Badal husband-wife
couple represents the SAD in
the Lok Sabha, while the Upper
House has three MPs. On
Tuesday, Sukhbir voted against
the Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Bill in the Lok
Sabha, saying that the proposed
legislation is against the inter-
ests of farmers. Later, it was
passed by Parliament by voice
vote.

Initially defending the
Ordinances, and even per-
suading the farmers that it
would have no bearing on

existing procurement policy
and the MSP regime, SAD, in
a complete volte-face, claimed
that the party was “not con-
sulted” over the controversial
farm Ordinances, and it would
“destroy the food grain pro-
curement system establishment
painstakingly over a period of
50 years”.

With Harsimrat’s resigna-
tion, the SAD would aim at
consolidating its stronghold in
the State’s farming communi-
ty in an apparent attempt to
stage a comeback in the
Assembly polls in 2022. 

Continued on Page 4
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Thursday said

“no power on the earth can
prevent” the Indian Army from
patrolling its area in Ladakh
and India will not allow China
to unilaterally change the sta-
tus quo on the Line of Actual
Control (LAC).

The Minister made these
observations while briefing the
Rajya Sabha about the current
situation on the volatile border
where stand-offs are on for the
past four months. Cutting
across party lines, the entire
House expressed solidarity with
the Government and the armed
forces in handling the ongoing
tense situation at the border.

Chairman M Venkaiah
Naidu said the entire House
should send out a message
that the country is united in
this crisis. It will be an apt
rebuff to “propaganda” in a sec-
tion of the international media
that there are differences in
India on the LAC issue, he said.
Naidu also said India for cen-
turies has followed the path of
peace and has never attacked
another country.

Updating the House,
Rajnath said India has asked
China to refrain from making
aggressive efforts to unilaterally
change the LAC. He also
referred to his recent meeting
with his Chinese counterpart
Wei Fenghe in Moscow where
this point was conveyed. China
was also asked to honour all the
pacts to maintain peace and
tranquility at the LAC and
told the Indian forces are deter-
mined to protect its territory

and sovereignty, the Minister
said.

Repeatedly underlining
New Delhi’s stand that it want-
ed to solve the complex issue
through political and military
level dialogue, Rajnath cau-
tioned “war can be started by
anyone but no one is sure
about the end result.”

Replying to questions by
the former Defence Minister
and senior Congress leader
AK Antony and his colleague
Anand Sharma about China
obstructing Indian patrols, he
said “no power on earth can
prevent the Indian patrols. The
patrolling pattern is tradition-
al and well-defined.”

He also said the stand-offs
take place as the Chinese try to
stop the Indian patrols. The
first face-off in May this year
also started after the Chinese
intruded five km into India in
the north bank of the Pangong
Tso (lake) and obstructed an
Indian patrol near ‘Finger 4.’
This led to exchange of blows
between the two sides leaving
scores of soldiers injured.

The Defence Minister said
he will not be able to share
much more because these were
sensitive operational issues. “I
hope the House will under-

stand the sensitivity of the
matter,” he said.

Appreciating the issue,
Naidu urged Rajnath to call
select leaders for a separate
meeting to address deeper
issues and answer their ques-
tions. The meeting could be
attended by senior defence
officials, the chairman sug-
gested.

Rajnath did not deviate
much from his statement given
in the Lok Sabha on Tuesday.
In the Rajya Sabha, he said the
LAC in the past too had seen
face-offs and they were ulti-
mately resolved through dia-
logue.

However, this time the sit-
uation is very different both in
terms of the scale of troops
involved and the number of
friction points, the Minister
said adding India remains
committed to a peaceful reso-
lution. “Starting war is in our
hands but the end is not in our
hands. I am astonished at times
that peace is compromised. I
want to tell our 130 crore
countrymen that we will not let
the country down. Neither will
we bow before anyone, nor is
it our intention to make anyone
bow before us,” he said.

Continued on Page 4
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Four Indian cities —
Mumbai, New Delhi,

Hyderabad, and Bengaluru —
have seen a significant fall  in
the ranking of Global Smart
City Index 2020 released on
Thursday. Singapore is the top
in the list, followed by Helsinki
and Zurich in the second and
third places respectively. Beijing
is ranked 82 (down from 60 in
2019) while Lagos is at the bot-
tom (109) in the list.

As per the Global Smart
City Index 2020, Hyderabad
was placed at the 85th position
(down from 67 in 2019), New
Delhi at 86 (down from 68 in
2019), Mumbai was at 93rd
place (in 2019 it was at 78) and
Bengaluru at 95th (79 in 2019).

The report said cities in
India suffer significant drops
this year due to the detrimen-
tal effect of the pandemic,
where technological advance-
ment was not up to date. Indian
cities have suffered more from
the pandemic because they
were not prepared, the report
added.

The report was prepared by

the Institute for Management
Development (IMD), in col-
laboration with Singapore
University for Technology and
Design (SUTD). Respondents
from Indian cities highlighted
air pollution, road congestion
as main problems.

Others in the top 10 list
include Auckland (4th), Oslo
(5th), Copenhagen (6th),

Geneva (7th), Taipei City (8th),
Amsterdam (9th) and New
York at the 10th place. Dubai
ranked 43th while Abu Dhabi
42th.

The IMD in collaboration
with Singapore University for
Technology and Design has
released the 2020 Smart City
Index, with key findings on
how technology is playing a
role in the Covid-19 era.

Hundreds of citizens from
109 cities were surveyed in
April and May 2020  in the sec-
ond edition of Global Smart
City Index 2020 and asked
questions on the technological
provisions of their city across
five key areas — health and
safety, mobility, activities,
opportunities, and governance. 

Continued on Page 4
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Aspecial CBI court wants
sale case of one of the

grandest palace-hotels in
Rajasthan, Laxmi Vilas Palace
Hotel in Udaipur, to be
reopened and former Union
Minister Arun Shourie, former
bureaucrat Pradeep Baijal and
hotelier Jyotsna Suri to be
charged as it claimed that it was
grossly sold at a huge loss to the
taxpayer in 2002.

The court has asked for
criminal cases against the three.

“Unknown officers and
private persons indulged in
this conspiracy from 1999 to

2002 to cause loss of money to
the government. The land was
valued at �45 per square yard.
Even a spoon in the hotel
would be costlier than that,”
said a special CBI judge.

Hotel Laxmi Vilas was val-
ued at over �252 crore but was
sold for �7.5 crore to hotelier
Lalit Suri, said the special CBI
court. Jyotsna Suri took charge
of the Lalit group of hotels after
her husband Lalit Suri’s death.

Shourie, a veteran journal-
ist who was Disinvestment
Minister at the time, said he
would file a revision petition in
the Rajasthan High Court.

Continued on Page 4

Washington: A US court has
declined to bar the Donald
Trump administration’s move
in US to curtail H-1B visas
widely used by foreign tech-
nology workers.

The ruling on Wednesday
was the second time this month
that US District Judge Amit
Mehta in Washington has
denied a request to suspend the
proclamation. 

Trump’s June 22 procla-
mation declaring foreign work-
ers a risk to the US labour mar-
ket amid the coronavirus pan-
demic triggered pushback from
workers and business groups.
An array of the nation’s biggest
tech companies have warned
that the policy will do
“irreparable harm on busi-
nesses and the US’ economy.”

����� 1!+,$)�3

Agroup of wealthy nations
representing 13 per cent of

the global population have
already bought up more than
half of the promised doses of
future Covid-19 vaccines,
according to a report by Oxfam
on Wednesday.

The non-governmental
organisation analysed deals
struck by pharmaceuticals and
vaccine producers for the five
leading vaccine candidates cur-
rently in late-stage trials, based
on data collected by the ana-
lytics company Airfinity.

“Access to a life-saving vac-
cine shouldn’t depend on
where you live or how much
money you have,” said Robert
Silverman of Oxfam America.

“The development and
approval of a safe and effective
vaccine is crucial, but equally
important is making sure the
vaccines are available and
affordable to everyone. Covid-
19 anywhere is Covid-19 every-
where.”

The five vaccines analysed
were from AstraZeneca,
Gamaleya/Sputnik, Moderna,
Pfizer and Sinovac. 

Oxfam calculated the com-
bined production capacity of

these five vaccine candidates at
5.9 billion doses, enough for
three billion people given that
all five future vaccines will or
are highly likely to require two
doses. Supply deals have so far
been agreed for 5.3 billion
doses, of which 2.7 billion
have been bought by developed
countries/union like the US,
the UK, EU, Australia, Hong
Kong and Macau, Japan,
Switzerland and Israel.

The remaining 2.6 billion
doses have been bought by or
promised to developing coun-
tries, including India,
Bangladesh, China, Brazil,
Indonesia and Mexico.

The non-profit added that
one of the leading candidates,
developed by Moderna, has
received $2.5 billion in com-
mitted taxpayers’ money, but
has said it intends to make a
profit  and has sold the options
for all its supply to rich nations.

Continued on Page 4
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BJP’s Rajya Sabha member
Ashok Gasti, who was bat-

tling with Covid-19 in a criti-
cal condition in a Bengaluru
hospital succcumbed to it late
on Thursday. 

The BJP leader had taken
the oath as a Rajya Sabha
member on July 22.

Earlier in the day there was
confusion about the condition
of the MP and before the hos-
pital issued the clarifications
that Gasti was still critical,
President of India Ram Nath
Kovind, Home Minister Amit
Shah, Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla, and many leaders tweet-
ed condolences to mourn
Gasti’s demise. Later they all
deleted their tweets. 

According to Dr Manish
Rai, director,  Manipal
Hospitals,  Gasti was admitted
to the hospital with severe
Covid-19 pneumonia with

multi-organ failure. He was
on life support in the Intensive
Care Unit (ICU).

On Tuesday,  Balli Durga
Prasad Rao, Lok Sabha mem-
ber from Tirupati died due to
Covid-19.

Industrialist and
Kanyakumari H Vasanth
Kumar was the first sitting
MP who succumbed to Covid-
19. The Congress MP passed
on August 28. Already 30 MPs
have been tested positive for
Covid-19.

New Delhi: Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, who
recently recovered from Covid-
19 and was admitted to AIIMS
for a complete medical check-
up, was discharged on
Thursday evening, officials
said. 

He was admitted to the
premier hospital on September
12. Earlier in the day, the
Union Home Minister had
addressed an event in his con-
stituency Gandhinagar in
through video conference.
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Los Angeles: Vaccine candidates for COVID-19 should elicit a broad
immune response that includes antibodies, and the body’s helper
and killer T cells, according to a study which says weak immuni-
ty may lead to a poor disease outcome. The research, published in
the journal Cell, confirms that a multi-layered, virus-specific
immune response is important for controlling the virus during the
acute phase of the infection and reducing its severity.
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As many as 908 more people
tested positive for coron-

avirus infection in the state cap-
ital, taking the tally of con-
firmed cases to 42,854 on
Thursday evening.

The city also reported 11
COVID-19 deaths, pushing
the toll to 560.

With 692 coronavirus
infected people recovering in
the last 24 hours, 32,519
COVID-19 patients have been
cured in the city so far.

At present there are 9,775
active cases, 7,693 of them in
home isolation, in the city.

The health workers col-
lected 8,117 samples in the dis-
trict under contact surveil-
lance. 

Meanwhile, 6,318 people
tested positive across the state,
taking the tally of confirmed
cases to 3,36,294.

With 81 more COVID-19
deaths in the state, the death
toll stood at 4,771 on Thursday
evening.

As many as 4,715 COVID-
19 patients recovered during
the past 24 hours.
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Aspecial cleanliness-cum-
menstrual hygiene cam-

paign began on Thursday to
mark the 70th birthday of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in various cities of Uttar
Pradesh.

The campaign was
launched by Sulabh
International under ‘Seva
Saptah’ around Sulabh public
toilets during which volun-
teers distributed sanitary nap-
kin packets among adolescents
girls and women apart from
handing over a number of
masks in Kanpur Nagar,
Lucknow, Agra, Ayodhya,
Varanasi and Vrindavan.

Sulabh International, led by
its founder Dr. Bindeshwar
Pathak, organises the birthday
of the prime minister every
year with an aim to create
awareness among masses about
cleanliness.

Dr Pathak, while wishing
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on his 70th birthday, said, “For
the last six years, we have been
celebrating the prime minister’s
birthday to give further boost
to programmes close to Modi’s
heart and also very crucial for
the nation’s health and empow-
erment.”

“As our prime minister is
turning 70 today, our volun-
teers launched a nation-wide
campaign to address issues
related to public health and dis-
tributed masks in about 70

cities and towns across the
country,” said Dr. Pathak.

Dr Pathak added, “In his
Independence Day address,
the prime minister had called
for raising awareness about
stigma around menstruation.
So we have focused on the
theme of menstrual hygiene
and Sulabh volunteers distrib-
uted sanitary pads publicly to
break the taboo around men-
struation.” 

Special programmes were
organised in the villages of
Mewat region in Haryana
where girls took pledge regard-
ing cleanliness. 

Apart from volunteers, stu-
dents of Sulabh School

Sanitation Club actively took
part in campaigns in different
parts of the country.

Lack  of awareness often
costs girls their social lives
and education, Dr Pathak
added.

“As an NGO working in
areas of sanitation and water,
we worked with all partners —
in line with the prime minister’s
vision —  to achieve the open
defecation-free targets for
India. We applaud Narendra
Modi for providing leadership
in tackling issues crucial for
women and girls’ health and for
achieving SDG targets,” he
said, and added, “We wish him
good health on his birthday.
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Lucknow (PNS): Uttar
Pradesh Governor Anandiben
Patel and Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath wished Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
his 70th birthday on Thursday.

Both the leaders have
tweeted for Modi’s healthy
and long life.

Governor Anandiben
Patel said, “Best wishes to an
honest and hard working PM
Narendra Damodardas Modi
on his birthday.”

Yogi Adityanath in his
tweet said fulfilling the dreams
of antyodaya to rashtradaya,
happy birthday to PM
Narendra Modiji. 

“With the grace of Lord
Ram, the theme of ‘Ek Bharat,
Shreshtha Bharat’ you march
towards to makes the country
more stronger,” he added while
wishing Modi a longer life.

Meanwhile, UP unit of
Bharatiya Janata Party is hold-
ing a ‘Seva Week’ to mark the
birthday of the prime minis-
ter in the state. It commenced
on September 14. 

During the week-long
programme, the BJP leaders
and workers would hold blood
donation camps and other
people-oriented programmes.
These programmes would
continue till September 20. 
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Lucknow (PNS): The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment should roll back its decision to
convert the Ambedkar hostel in
Ghaziabad into a detention centre for
illegal foreigners, said Bahujan Samaj
Party supremo Mayawati on Thursday.

The BSP chief said that her party’s
government had built the hostel for the
benefit of Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe students of the state and
its conversion into a detention centre by
the Yogi Adityanath government was
proof of its “anti-Dalit work style”.

The hostel was constructed in
Ghaziabad between 2010 and 2011 dur-
ing her regime.

“The conversion of multi-storey Dr

Ambedkar SC/ST student hostel,
Ghaziabad, built by BSP government into
detention centres for illegal foreigners is
saddening and highly condemnable.
This is another proof of the government’s
anti-Dalit work style. BSP demands
that the government take this (order)
back,” Mayawati tweeted on Thursday.

Meanwhile, reports confirmed that
there were two separate hostels for
Dalit students at Nandagram in
Ghaziabad. One of these hostels has been
converted into a detention centre.
According to Additional Chief Secretary
(Home) Awanish Awasthi, the detention
centre has been cleared following the
Centre’s order. He said those who were

foreigners and had been languishing in
jails and those who had time to return
to their countries would stay in the
detention camps. 

“Until the foreign people are sent to
their country, they will be kept in the
camp under the Social Welfare depart-
ment,” he added.

According to reports, the first deten-
tion centre for illegal foreigners in UP’s
Ghaziabad is likely to be operational by
October. Officials had said that the nec-
essary changes in the hostel premises had
been carried out to ensure it could serve
as a detention centre for those foreign
nationals who were to be deported
back to their native countries. 

The detention centre will house all
such detainees, who are foreigners and
booked for violating the Passport (Entry
into India) Act, 1987, and Foreigners Act,
1946. 

The Ghaziabad detention centre
will be the 12th such centre in India.
Notably, foreigners who have complet-
ed their sentence for violation are kept
in detention centres till the time they are
deported to their respective countries.
Currently, there are 11 detention centres
across India. In Assam, there are six such
facilities. Delhi, Goa’s Mapusa,
Rajasthan’s Alwar, Punjab’s Amritsar, and
Karnataka’s Sondekoppa have such
detention centres.
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Lucknow (PNS): Treating Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s 70th
birthday as `Berozgari Diwas’
(Unemployment Day),
Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on
Thursday attacked the BJP say-
ing that if the government still
continued to sit with its eyes
shut, the youth would change
the government. She announced
that her party would soon take
to the streets to wage a war
against unemployment.In a
tweet, Vadra said, “The youth’s
demands —  timely examina-
tions, results in due time, join-
ing without having to go to
courts, increase in jobs and
retraction of contract law.” She
said, “The youth have given out
a great cry. If the government
still continues to sit with its eyes
shut and does not change its
stand, the youth will change the
government.” 
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With the aim to improve
infrastructure in

Purvanchal, Chief Secretary
Rajendra Kumar Tiwari
assessed action plans prepared
by various departments and
discussed in detail both the
plans and the implementation
strategy devised for overall
development of the districts of
the region.

These plans were shared by
various departments including
Agriculture, Irrigation,
Fisheries, Industry, Tourism, IT,
Medical and Health, Vocational
Education, Basic, Secondary
and Higher Education and
Transport.

The state plans to install
about 8,000 solar powered bore
wells, of which about 2,500, or
35 per cent of the total target,
would be installed in
Purvanchal districts such as
Balrampur, Shravasti,
Siddharthnagar, and
Kushinagar, where the suitable

location would be identified.
Considering water scarcity

in Purvanchal region and the
success of drip irrigation, the
government plans to install
sprinklers under the ‘Per Drop
More Crop’ programme of the
Prime Minister Agricultural
Irrigation Scheme. It was also
discussed to improve research
in traditional methods of farm-
ing to benefit the Tharu tribe.

The chief secretary stressed
on identifying traditional agri-
cultural methods to help
improve Tharu tribe’s income
by improving quality and pro-
ductivity of agriculture. The
tribe should also be encouraged
towards crop diversification
and assisted in marketing their
produce, he said, adding that
marketing strategies for tradi-
tional farming, goat farming,
poultry farming, bee keeping,
mushroom production, veg-
etable production etc. could be
designed to help the tribe.

Since the government is
actively promoting organic

farming to reduce its fertiliser
subsidy budget, a pilot project
is envisaged on 100-200 acres in
15 identified districts in the
Purvanchal region.

Promotion of contract
farming was also discussed to
supplement farmers’ income.
Under contract farming, long-
term contracts with multina-
tional companies may be nego-
tiated to encourage cultivation
of potato, jack fruit, vine, guava,
mango, banana, chilli, spices
and other traditional products.
Fisheries, poultry, horticulture,
cucumber processing, mush-
room, etc. too can help farmers
generate additional income.

Considering huge possi-
bilities of tourism in Purvanchal
region, the ‘Buddha app’ can
also be made available in
Mandarin, Korean, Thai and
Sinhalese languages, to attract
more tourists in the Buddha cir-
cuit. This app is currently avail-
able in English and Hindi.

The work on startup incu-
bator has already started in

Prayagraj and is currently in
progress in Varanasi and
Gorakhpur. Construction work
of Gorakhpur startups incuba-
tor will be completed by the
month of December 2020.

A BPO unit has been set up
for IT logistics under digital
programme in Prayagraj and
Deoria. A total of nine units
have been set up under the BPO
Promotion Schemes in Deoria,
Varanasi, Prayagraj, Lakhimpur
Kheri, Ayodhya, Kanpur,
Bareilly, Unnao etc.

Work is on to integrate e-
commerce companies with star-
tups. An MoU is signed with
Flipkart under ODOP so that
the units of MSME sector can
deliver their products both
within and outside India using
the e-commerce platform.

Under the Medical
Education department, facilities
of tele-counselling, setting up of
BSL-2 Lab etc. are under
progress in four medical col-
leges in the Purvanchal region.

The chief secretary stressed

on strengthening the infra-
structure by taking help of the
private sector and using tech-
nology. 

He asked officials to ensure
all necessary measures for qual-
ity education in schools. He said
that the syllabus for vocation-
al education should be such that
it should attract industries in
Purvanchal. Three months’
training is being imparted
under the Skill Development
Mission and at present a total
of 800 courses are being con-
ducted in 33 sectors.

It was also discussed to
make computer literacy com-
pulsory for students enrolled
in government colleges. The
chief secretary instructed offi-
cials to conduct short-term
courses in computer program-
ming, data management, web
designing etc.

The proposal to operate 25
electric buses in Gorakhpur will
see the day of light soon and the
buses will start running by the
month of June, 2021.
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The bodies of a man and his
wife were recovered from a

hotel room and a child was
found in an unconscious state
there, in Meerut. Police said
that it seems to be a case of sui-
cide. It is believed that the man
first killed his wife and then
hanged himself. 

After getting the informa-
tion, the police reached the
spot and found a 5-year-old girl
in the room unconscious but
she survived. The police have
investigation after sending both
the bodies for post-mortem.

Meerut police said Arvind,
the deceased, was previously the
manager of the hotel where his
body was found. A year ago, he
had quit the job and had
returned to work in the hotel
again with his family ten days
earlier. Arvind first stabbed his
wife to death and then tried to
kill the daughter by giving her
poison. Later he hanged himself

and gave up his life. The motive
behind the extreme step is yet
to be ascertained. 

The girl was admitted to
hospital in a serious condition.

The Meerut police are
investigating this case and try-
ing to find out why Arvind
killed his wife first and tried to
kill her own daughter and then
committed suicide 

According to police offi-
cials, Arvind was originally a
resident of Ahmedabad in
Gujarat.

In another incident, a 28-
year-old woman committed
suicide after killing her two-
year-old daughter in Banda.
Rajni first killed her daughter,
Shalini, and then committed
suicide by hanging herself from
the ceiling fan. The incident
took place on Wednesday. 

The villagers told the police
that the woman’s husband,
Shivdas, had married another
woman, which often led to a dis-
pute between the couple. The

police said that Rajni killed her
daughter and then ended her life
when her husband had gone out
to work. Kotwali police station
in-charge, Ramasre Singh, said
investigations were underway
into the incident. 

“We have taken the
woman’s husband into custody
and are questioning him to
ascertain the exact reason that
prompted his wife to resort to
the extreme step,” he added.

In Barabanki, Tez Narain
Shukla, son of former Congress
MLA Sheesh Narain Shukla, a
native of Munshiganj under
the Kotwali police station in
Barabanki, committed suicide
by shooting himself inside his
room on Thursday noon. Tez’s
wife Suman and adopted son
Anmol Shukla (18) were present
at the time of the incident.
Family members claimed that
Tez was in acute depression for
last few months and had
claimed that he would commit
suicide. A case was registered

and the body was sent for post-
mortem.

Meanwhile, one person was
killed and several injured as the
bus overturned on Agra-
Lucknow Expressway. A 40-
year-old man died and at least
50 people were injured when the
bus overturned after hitting a
culvert on the Agra-Lucknow
Expressway in Unnao district on
Thursday, police said. 

There were around 80 pas-
sengers in the double-decker
bus that was on its way to
Gorakhpur from Anand Vihar
in Delhi. The mishap occurred
when the driver tried to over-
take a truck and hit a culvert
near Jogi Cote village in
Behtamaujawar police station
area early in the morning, a
police officer said. 

The deceased was identified
as Jogi, a resident of Gorakhpur.
The injured were rushed to a
community health centre,
Bangarmau Circle Officer
Gaurav Tripathi said.
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Aman killed his daughter in
Rampur as he was unhap-

py with her affair. He later
walked down to the police sta-
tion and confessed to killing his
daughter. 

Reports said that Noor
Mohammed’s family was
living in Bharatpur area of
Shahabad in Rampur for the
last several years while he was
working as labourer in
Chandigarh. 

A few months back, his
daughter also reached
Chandigarh where she fell in
love with a boy and eloped. 

Noor Mohammed some-
how recovered her with the
help of police and sent her back
to Rampur, asking her to for-
get the youth. 

However, last month she
again left home and went to live
with the same youth. This
time, Noor forcibly brought her
back to Rampur and on
Wednesday evening, when the
girl refused to live without the
youth, he strangled her to
death and later surrendered
before the police. 

A case was registered and
Noor was sent to jail.

Meanwhile a case of ‘love
jihad’ has come to light follow-
ing the recovery of a minor
girl who was allegedly kid-
napped from Meerut on
September 3. 

The police on Wednesday
recovered the girl, who was
kidnapped from Kankarkheda
area, and also arrested one
Abdullah, 42, who was posing
as ‘Aman’ to lure Hindu

girls. 
Abdullah confessed before

the police that he had three
wives and four children. He
created a Facebook ID as
‘Aman’ in which he posted his
photographs wearing a wig to
look younger. 

He admitted that he had
kidnapped the minor girl and
had raped her. He said that he
wanted to marry her too. 

He was booked under rel-
evant sections of Indian Penal
Code and also the POCSO Act
and sent to jail. 

In another case of love
jihad, the Moradabad police on
Wednesday recovered a Class 8
student who was kidnapped by
one Asif, who posed as Bunty
Tyagi and befriended the girl.
Asif has been arrested.

Meanwhile in Jaunpur, a
20-year-old woman was
allegedly raped by a youth on
the pretext of marriage in the
Kerakat area, police said on
Thursday. 

Following his refusal to
marry the girl after the alleged
rape, the woman went to the
Kotwali along with her parents
and filed a written complaint
regarding the rape. 

As per the police, the
woman, hailing from a village
of the Kerakat police station
area, alleged that a youth of the
same village allegedly raped her
while she was on her way to a
farm one week back. 

The woman said when she
resisted and threatened to tell
everyone about the incident, ,
the youth allegedly told her to
remain mum as he would
marry her.

Lucknow (PNS): The Uttar
Pradesh government claimed
that the rate of COVID-9 cases
in big cities was high compared
to smaller cities, posing a big
challenge for the administra-
tion to control this disease in
big districts.

Additional Chief Secretary
(Health) Amit Mohan Prasad
said that high coronavirus pos-
itive rates were witnessed in
districts like Lucknow, Kanpur
Nagar, Prayagraj,
Muzaffarnagar and Meerut
while it was low in Hathras,
Hamirpur, Baghpat, Shravasti

and Mahoba districts.
“The recovery rate of the

COVID-19 patients has gone
up to 78.29 per cent while the
fatality rate is 1.42 per cent,
much less than the national
average. The positive rate of
people going for Covid tests is
also 4.15 per cent,” Prasad said,
and added that the coron-
avirus positive rate was 4.7 per
cent in UP in September after
the testing of 23,02,964 sam-
ples.

He said there were 68,235
active cases in the state while
2,63,288 COVID-19 patients

had recovered, including 4,715
people who were discharged
from hospitals in the last 24
hours.

The additional chief secre-
tary said on Wednesday,
1,51,693  sample were tested
and with it the total Covid tests
in the state had reached
80,79,882.

Prasad said there were
36,522 asymptomatic COVID-
19 patients in home isolation,
3,902 in private hospitals and
230 in the semi-paid hotels
while the rest were in govern-
ment-run Covid hospitals.
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In a surprise move, the
main litigant from the

Muslim side in the Ram
Janmabhoomi title suit, Iqbal
Ansari, has issued an
appeal that the Babri mosque
demolition case be withdrawn
and all the 32 accused be
freed.

The appeal came a day
after the special CBI court said
the judgement on the demoli-
tion case would be delivered on
September 30.

The 32 accused whom
Ansari wants to be freed
include former deputy prime
minister LK Advani, former
Union minister Murli Manohar
Joshi, Uma Bharati, and former
chief minister of UP, Kalyan
Singh.

Ansari told reporters in
Ayodhya on Thursday that the
Supreme Court had given the
entire land for the construction
of Ram temple. 

He said some of the
accused in the demolition
case had died while most of
the other accused were very
old, so it would not be right
to punish them at this  junc-
ture.

Ansari also demanded that
all the cases related to Babri
mosque demolition be with-
drawn immediately.

“Ayodhya issue had in the
past turned into a bone of con-
tention between Muslims and
Hindus but after the historic
Supreme Court decision, now
the issue should be thrown in
the back burner and both the
communities should end their
dispute and join hands for the
betterment of the country,” he
said.

Ansari, who was also invit-
ed at the bhoomi pujan for the
Ram temple in Ayodhya on
August 5 when Prime Minister
Narendra Modi visited the
Ram Janmabhoomi complex
and laid the foundation stone,
said it was high time that all the
issues related to Babri mosque
should end and a new chapter
should begin so that the
country could achieve a new
height.

After 27 years, the special
CBI court will deliver its judge-
ment on the demolition of the
Babri mosque on December 6,
1992.  

A total of 49 people were
accused for the demolition of
the mosque in two FIRs but
now only 32 are alive as 17 have
died.  
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COIR BOARD 
Ministry of MSME, 

Govt. of India,
M.G.Road, 

Kochi-682 016

��������	
����
������������
���
������

�������
�

Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium
Enterprises, Government of India

INVITATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
Expression of Interest is invited from
experienced and expertised professional
Govt. agencies for conducting Recruitment
to various posts in different categories
under Coir Board.. 

The closing date for application is 17.00 hrs
on 05.10.2020 . For more details visit Coir
Board website (www.coirboard. gov.in)

11.09.2020 Sd/-Secretary

davp 25131/11/0006/2021

NOTICE

I declare with Affidavit that
my name is Sana D/O Naseem
Ahmad R/O Vill. Semra Post-
Maghar, Distt. Sant Kabir
Nagar. My Father's true and
real name is Naseem Ahmad
according to my old record of
High School mark sheet 2018
but some mistakes my Father's
name become Md. Naseem
which is wrong and it should be
corrected by real name
Naseem Ahmad.

NOTICE

Ceritified that the correct
name of wife is Smt. Urmila and
not Nirmala. As such in future,
she will be known & identified
as Smt. Urmila W/o Mahesh.
H.No. 460 Village & Post-
Chandwara, Dist. Banda U.P.
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Vishwakarma Puja was cel-
ebrated with Covid pre-

cautions in private as well as
government workshops,
homes, schools and religious
places. According to UPSRTC
officials, the puja was per-
formed at the Gomtinagar
depot with all precautions.
There were very few people
present on the occasion,” a
senior official said.

NHAI officials said the
puja was performed at various
sites. Sudeep Gupta, an official
of Bridge Corporation, said
the puja was performed at the
workshop in Aishbagh and at
the office of managing director.

“Very few people were pre-
sent and the puja was per-
formed with all precautions, he
said. UPMRC also celebrated
Vishwakarma Puja. Director
(Operations) Sushil Kumar,
general manager Swadesh

Kumar Singh, deputy general
manager (Rolling Stock and
Systems) Avnish Goyal, along
with other senior officials and
employees, were present on
the occasion.

Vishwakarma Puja was
performed for timely comple-
tion of various metro projects
in the state. UPMRC managing
director Kumar Keshav said:
“We have completed Lucknow
Metro project in a record time
and we will also develop world
class infrastructure in Kanpur
and Agra. UPMRC team is
committed to providing the
best mass rapid transit system
to the public with all modern
amenities and state-of-the-art
technology. We are steadfastly
transforming the contemporary
way of mass commutation for
urban population.”

Vishwakarma Puja was
also celebrated at St Joseph
Inter College in Thakurganj
and at SKD Akademy.
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Ayouth was killed in a road
mishap in Kakori on

Thursday. He was identified as
Sunil (25) of Asiwan in
Unnao.

As per reports, Sunil was
a labourer and was returning
home by a mini-loader. On
the way home, Sunil fell down
because of a sudden jerk due
to reckless driving. Sunil sus-
tained grievous injuries and
was admitted to a private hos-
pital. As his condition deteri-
orated, he was referred to
KGMU Trauma Centre but he

died on the way.
In another case,  the

Gosainganj police arrested
two persons on the charges of
looting mobile phones from
different people on Thursday.
Those arrested were identified
as Afzal and Adil, both of
Gosainganj. 

The police said the
accused had looted the mobile
phone from a boy, identified
as Anshu of the area, two days
back. The police said the
accused were planning 
to sell the mobile and the
police were t ipped off  
about it.
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Aman accused his son-in-
law of duping him of Rs

one crore on the pretext of
attractive profit against invest-
ment. As per reports,
Sudhanshu Bhardwaj of
Keshav Nagar said he gave the
money to his son-in-law Vipul
Sharma of Saharanpur. “A few
days after the marriage, Vipul
told me that he had suffered
loss in business. He asked to
bail him out with monetary
help. He and his brother Vipin
Sharma promised that they
would give me 20 per cent
profit against investment. I
signed a deed on May 27 last
year and transferred the
money. On July 17, I got a
cheque of Rs 5 lakh as profit
but they stopped giving me
money thereafter. When I
insisted for payment, they
threatened me with dire con-
sequences,” Bhardwaj said.

In another case, a broker
duped his acquaintance of Rs
2.84 crore on the pretext of
purchasing a land in Gomti
Nagar. Reports said that Ashish
Patel of Vipul Khand met
Dharmendra Kumar Verma

of Sultanpur, who introduced
himself as the director of a
company facilitating plots to
buyers. Patel said he gave Rs
4.12 crore in advance for pur-
chase of the land in March-
April last year. “In due course
of time, Dharmendra helped
me purchase land worth only
Rs 1.20 crore. He still owes me
Rs 2.84 crore,” Patel alleged. 

In Gudamba, a sum of Rs
17,000 was allegedly with-
drawn from the bank account
of a man, identified as
Mahatma Chandra of
Gudamba. Reports said
Matama Chandra has a saving
account in Vikas Nagar. He said
the money was withdrawn
between June 22 and 
August 17.

In another case, unidenti-
fied miscreants withdrew over
Rs 4,000 from the bank
account of Jaya Karki of
Kumramachal Nagar. In her
complaint, she stated that she
got a call from a person who
introduced himself as manag-
er of the bank in which she has
a saving account. She said the
caller sought all the details and
later she got a cash withdraw-
al message.
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Celebrations and protests
marked the birthday of

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in the state capital on  Thursday.
Lucknow University had a plan-
tation drive to celebrate the
occasion. Vice-Chancellor AK
Rai, along with registrar Vinod
Singh, DFO Ravi Singh and
other officials, planted 51 peepal
saplings on the old and new
campuses.

Rai said that as a person who
inspires wisdom, encourages
enlightenment through educa-
tion and protects everyone
around him, Modi represents
grandeur, gravity and grace and
therefore, the plantation drive
was an apt way to celebrate his
birthday.

Rai said he has been acute-
ly conscious about the role of LU
in improving city’s green quo-
tient from the day he took
charge. He said he hopes these
trees grow and become active
contributors towards university’s
as well as city’s green assets.

Meanwhile, members of
National Student Union of India
observed ‘National
Unemployment Day’ in front of
Lucknow University on
Thursday.

Some organisations had
given a call for celebration of the
PM’s birthday as National
Unemployment Day. Gaurav
Tripathi from NSUI said they
observed September 17 as
National Unemployment Day
because the PM had promised
jobs to two crore youths but the
same number of youths lost
their jobs.

Samajwadi Chhatra Sabha
also observed National
Unemployment Day at the LU

gate. Trishul Dhari Singh said the
members were arrested by police
even as they briefly protested
against the fact that their degrees
had not served the purpose in
getting them employment.

Meanwhile, workers and
leaders of Chhatra Yuva
Sangharsh Samiti (CYSS) staged
a demonstration at Parivartan
Chowk, accusing the state gov-
ernment of not providing

employment to youths and hid-
ing the “Covid scam”. Police
resorted to cane-charge and later
arrested the protesters who were
taken to Eco Garden Park by
buses. AAP state president
Sabhajeet Singh flayed the gov-
ernment for cane-charging the
protesters and said the govern-
ment wants to suppress the
voice of dissent by using force
instead of providing jobs.

CSYY president Vanshraj
Dubey said BJP promised two
crore jobs to youths but forgot its
promise after coming to power.
He said the police thrashed the
protesters instead of resolving
their problems. “The BJP now is
bringing the black law of offer-
ing government jobs on contract
basis for a period of five years,”
he said. Earlier, a huge number
of workers assembled at the
scene, catching the police
unawares. The police tried to dis-
pel the crowd and later cane-
charged them. 
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Ten contacts for each
Covid-19 patient are being

tested in Lucknow in order to
strengthen contact tracing.
CMO Dr Rajendra Prasad
Singh said it was for this pur-
pose that over 220 rapid
response teams were moving
in the field.

“We are testing ten per-
sons for every Covid-19
patient, including primary
contacts, to ensure contact
tracing in a better manner. We
are following it up with routine
activities of identification,
treatment and home isolation
by rapid response teams,” the
CMO said. He added that
there was a slight dip in new
cases in the district and they
were expecting the situation to
improve in coming days.

He said though there were
more than 800 persons testing
positive for coronavirus daily,

they had been able to manage
the patients with 56 ambu-
lances at their disposal,
because majority of patients
were opting for home isola-
tion. About reduction of mor-
tality rate in the district, he
said most of the deceased
were from other districts.

On Thursday, a meeting
was held by Additional Chief
Secretary (Rural
Development) Manoj Singh
with the divisional commis-
sioner and district magistrate
at the Smart City office. The
additional chief secretary
reviewed contact tracing in the
district with all nodal officers
of CHCs.

Singh said that contact
tracing should be increased
and people from outside of
families also be tested. He
directed all the nodal officers
to reach CHCs by 8:30 am and
ensure all the teams leave the
CHCs after a briefing.

Directions were also
issued for increase in the num-
ber of rapid response teams
that should be trained and
then sent in the field.

Divisional Commissioner
Ranjan Kumar also held a
separate meeting  with all the
officers of the division regard-
ing containment of coron-
avirus. Also Present also in the
meeting was District
Magistrate Abhishek Prakash
and Chief Development
Officer Manish Bansal

Ranjan said they had
issued directions for distribu-
tion of pamphlets with details
of how the disease impacts the
body in terms which the gen-
eral public can understand.

“The teams going from
door to door will distribute
these pamphlets and also make
people aware about the disease
apart from testing and carry-
ing out routine activities.
Contact tracing will also be

strengthened because it was
witnessing gaps,” he said.

Many contacts of Covid-
19 patients said they did not
want to get tested but leave for
another place. We will put the
phone numbers of these peo-
ple in the system and call them
thrice everyday to know about
their well-being. In this way,
we are trying to fill the gap,” he
said.

Meanwhile, director of
Lok Bandhu Hospital Dr
Madhu Saxena inspected the
Covid ward wearing personal
protection equipment. She has
written to the state govern-
ment, asking for the latest
version of TruNat machine at
Civil Hospital since they have
an older version.

“With the machine that we
currently have, we get the
result of a sample in one hour
while the newer version of the
machine will test four samples
at a time,” she said.

She added that with the
increasing number of cases in
the city, they were trying to
contain the spread of infection
in the hospital through various
methods. “We have introduced
a night shift for the TruNat
machine operation so that
more samples can be tested.
We have increased the beds in
the holding area and asked the
staff to wear personal protec-
tion equipment if there is any
patient suspected to be suf-
fering from Covid-19,” she
said.

She pointed out that ear-
lier the patients were being
admitted to Civil hospital after
antigen testing but some of
them were diagnosed with
Covid-19 through RTPCR
method, and hence they opted
for TruNat testing.

The department of
Respiratory Medicine
(KGMU) having eight faculty
members, two senior resi-

dents and 21 junior residents,
nursing staff and other
employees were providing
healthcare services to Covid-
19 patients in triage & holding
areas, isolation ward, and ICU.
Till now, it has attended to a
total of 1,400 patients in emer-
gency.

“A total of 368 out of 1,400
patients were admitted to the
department and managed effi-
ciently. As many as 335
patients have been cured and
discharged till date. Of the 335
patients admitted,135 were
referred from the holding area,
60 from triage area and the rest
were admitted to the emer-
gency. Besides, 143 out of 368
patients were of lung cancer,
17 of interstitial  lung 
disease, 102 of TB, six of asth-
ma and 25 of chronic obstruc-
tive pulmonary disease while
42 had miscellaneous com-
plaints,” a senior faculty mem-
ber said.
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Lucknow (PNS): Naked body
of an unidentified woman, aged
around 21 years, was recovered
near a road divider on
Lucknow-Rae BareIi highway
in Nigoha on Thursday.
Villagers suspected that the
body was dumped was sumped
there by miscreants. Police
claimed that the woman was
mentally unstable and she died
after being hit by some speed-
ing vehicle.

Around 6 am on Thursday,
some villagers spotted the body
lying on the highway opposite
Shivram dhaba and alerted the
police. The body was naked

with the face smashed.
The news spread like wild-

fire and a huge number of vil-
lagers started flocking to the
scene. On being informed, a
police team reached the scene.
As the identity of the woman
could not be ascertained, the
police sent the body to morgue.

Malihabad CO Naeemul
Hasan told reporters that the
woman appeared to be mentally
unstable and she might have
been mowed down by some
speeding vehicle. “The inspec-
tor gave me these details and
the body has been sent for
autopsy,” he said.

Contrary to police claim,
villagers suspected foul play.
They said the police conduct-
ed preliminary probe in haste
and did not get the inquest
done by women cops. They said
that they never saw the woman
loitering in the area earlier. “The
woman may have subjected to
sexual assault and torture before
the body was dumped on the
highway,” they suspected. They
said they did not see blood
stains at the crime scene, nor
there were any signs of a road
accident. They also exclaimed
why the body was without
clothes if it was a road mishap.
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Divisional railway manager
(DRM), Lucknow division

of North Eastern Railway,
Monica Agnihotri took stock of
the ongoing redevelopment
work being carried out at
Gomtinagar station on
Thursday. She was accompanied
by ADRM (Operations) Shishir
Somvanshi, officials of Railway
Land Development Authority
(RLDA) and other senior offi-
cials. She later held a meeting
with RLDA officials to discuss
the status of work. The DRM
later inspected the under-con-
struction railway platform at the
second entry gate of Gomtinagar
station, laying a new railway
line, foot overbridge and
approach road. She also asked
questions of railway officials
about the facilities to be pro-
vided to passengers in the time
to come, progress of ongoing

work and scope of parcel han-
dling at the station. She direct-
ed the officials to expedite the
ongoing work while maintain-
ing quality.

The DRM later visited the
coaching complex where she

inspected the administrative
block, yard, pitline, sinkline
and electrification work. She
the officials and wished them
prosperity and happiness on
the occasion of Vishwakarma
Puja.
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Lucknow University on
Thursday announced

recruitment of teachers on
180 posts. LU spokesperson
said applications have been
invited through the online
recruitment portal and the
complete list of posts is avail-
able on the website.

“Applications received as
per the University Grants
Commission’s prescribed

qualifications will be verified
and the information will be
sent to the applicants short-
listed for the interview rounds.
Thereafter, the list of candi-
dates selected will also be
displayed through the
appointment panel itself,” he
said.

He added that step-by-
step information throughout
the entire process of filling the
application form till the
release of the final list would

be received by the applicants
through this portal.

Vice-Chancellor AK Rai
examined the portal, submit-
ted a mock application form
and expressed confidence that
this portal would not only
save time and resources but
also ensure continuity, speed
and transparency in the
process. The VC had earlier
said that the announcement
would be made on the birth-
day of PM Narendra Modi.
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An MoU was signed

between Central Institute of
Medicinal and Aromatic Plants
(CIMAP) and Lucknow
University. The pact was signed
by LU Vice-Chancellor AK
Rai and CIMAP director Dr.
PK Trivedi. The prime objec-
tive is to strengthen the func-
tional relationship between the
two institutes in order to share
the facilities and expertise for
mutual benefits. “The prime
beneficiaries of this MoU will
be MSc students, research
scholars, faculty members of
various Life Science-related
departments of LU and
research scholars & scientists of
CIMAP.

	��	�����
��	���%
Recruitment rally was held

at Fatehpur from February 2 to
for 13 UP districts — Auraiya,
Banda, Barabanki, Chitrakoot,

Fatehpur, Gonda, Hamirpur,
Kannauj, Kanpur Nagar,
Kanpur Dehat, Lucknow,
Mahoba and Unnao. Medical
of 488 candidates, which was
pending at the Base Hospital
and Central Command
Hospita due to coronavirus
pandemic, has commenced.
The candidates are required to
report to the Base Hospital
from September 21 and Central
Command Hospital from
September 25. Guidelines and
instructions issued with regards
to Covid-19 should be adhered
to by candidates while under-
going medical examination.
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Dean, Academic Affairs of

Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar
University, Rana Pratap Singh
has been appointed as the
chairman of Advisory
Committee for Environmental
Sciences of the Council of

Science and Technology, UP.
He will now undertake the
responsibility of examining,
reviewing and evaluating all
environmental-related projects
of the Council.
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Arav Pratap Singh, a class
XII student of City Montessori
School, RDSO Campus, has
been selected by
J u n i o r
Academy of
‘The New York
Academy of
Sciences.’ The
New York
Academy of
Sciences shortlists students
from all over the world and
pairs them with NASA scien-
tists for research programmes.
Hailing Arav for his achieve-
ment, CMS founder Jagdish
Gandhi said the school is con-
tinuously preparing students to
take up decision-making glob-
al careers and they are making
a mark in every field all over the
world. Junior Academy is a pas-
sionate community of problem
solvers made up of talented stu-
dents, STEM experts, and
industry leaders from around
the world. Junior Academy
members are elite students and
mentors who are dedicated to
designing innovative solutions
to society’s greatest challenges.
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From Page 1
He also commented that

what China said and did were
very different. The Chinese
engaged in provocative military
maneuvers on the night of
August 29 and 30 while the two
sides were engaged in diplo-
matic and military dialogue.
“Unki kathani aur karni alag hai
(their words and actions are dif-
ferent),” Rajnath said.

Leader of Opposition
Ghulam Nabi Azad said his
party stood with the Government
in this hour of a challenge to the
nation. Similar views were
expressed by almost parties
including AAP, BSP and Left par-
ties. TMC leader Derek O’Brien
just said “Jai Hind.” Prasanna
Acharya, a member of Odisha’s
ruling BJD, warned the
Government to be guarded with
China. “You cannot trust China.
They have gone back on every
agreement and the Government
must be careful while negotiating
with the country,” he said. A sim-
ilar sentiment was aired by the
JD(U).

From Page 1
The report also consid-

ered how technology played a
role in the coronavirus era.

Meanwhile, from 15 indi-
cators that the respondents
perceive as the priority areas, all
four Indian cities highlighted
air pollution as one of the key
areas that they felt should be
looked after as a priority. Road
congestion was another dis-
grace for cities like Bangalore
and Mumbai.

This year’s Smart City
Index suggested that cities that
have been able to combine
technologies, leadership, and a
strong culture of “living and
acting together” should be able
to better withstand the most
damaging effects of such crises,
the report said.

From Page 1
“When you dispose of a

property the evaluation is
based on various factors - the
land rate, possibility of growth,
business potential, assets and
liabilities. All these are studied
and were studied by not one
man but by a firm appointed
by the government. The entire
committee looked at it. Due
process was followed and then
the property was sold,” Shourie
told NDTV.

The Laxmi Vilas Palace, a
spectacular five-star hotel on
the banks of the lake Fateh
Sagar, is a massive draw for
tourists and one of the most
popular destinations in India.

“Advocates will examine
the order and then we will
decide what to do next,”

Shourie said
The CBI had filed a closure

report in late 2019 saying there
was “no evidence” in the 2002
case.  “It is concluded that evi-
dence worth launching prose-
cution was not found in the
entire process of disinvest-
ment of M/s Laxmi Vilas
Palace Hotel, Udaipur,” the
agency said.

But the special court in
Jodhpur rejected the report
and ordered further investiga-
tion.

“The judge gave no
ground for not accepting the
CBI closure report. Non-bail-
able warrants have been issued
like we are terrorists, murder-
ers and rapists,” Shourie said.

According to the CBI’s
closure report, accessed by

NDTV, the disinvestment of
the government-run luxury
hotel “resulted in wrongful
loss of about ? 143.48 crore to
the government and corre-
sponding wrongful gain to the
accused persons individual-
ly/jointly”.

But the agency pinned the
blame on the valuation by a
private firm, Kanti Karamsey.
The CBI said the property
was undervalued at ? 7.85
crore and based on this valu-
ation, the reserve price was
fixed at ? 6.12 crore.

“During the course of the
investigation, we had reevalu-
ated the property through the
Income Tax Department and it
was valued at ? 193.28 crore.
Undervaluation of the prop-
erty by Kanti Karamsey and

company led to the loss to the
exchequer,” sources in the
agency told NDTV.

The CBI registered a case
on August 13, 2014 on the
basis of a preliminary inquiry
that alleged that Pradeep Baijal
had abused his position as
Secretary, Disinvestment, in
the hotel sale. But last year, it
filed a closure report.

Laxmi Vi las  palace
belonged to the former kings
of Udaipur.  During the 
accession of princely states,
the massive property was
handed over to the govern-
ment. 

After independence, the
government ran it as a hotel. In
2002 it was disinvested and
bought by the Lalit Suri group
of hotels.

From Page 1
Oxfam and other organiza-

tions are therefore calling for a
“people’s vaccine” free of charge,
distributed fairly based on need.
“This will only be possible if
pharmaceutical corporations
allow vaccines to be produced as
widely as possible by freely shar-
ing their knowledge free of
patents, instead of protecting
their monopolies and selling to
the highest bidder,” Oxfam said.
It added that the estimated cost
of providing a vaccine for every-
one on Earth was less than one
percent of the projected cost of
Covid-19 to the global economy.

From Page 1
After ruling the State for a

decade, the SAD was routed in
2017 polls and finished on the
third spot with just 15 seats in
the 117-member House.
Farmers have always been
SAD’s strong vote bank, and by
“sacrificing” the Cabinet berth
in protest against the farmer’s
welfare, the party has virtual-
ly laid down the foundation
stone of its campaign with their
help.

Hailing the passage of the
Bills, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said it was an important
moment for the farmers and
agricultural sector of the coun-
try. The Bills will liberate the
farmers from middlemen and
other obstacles said the PM.

“I assure the farmers that
the system of MSP (Minimum
Support Price) and
Government procurement will
remain. The Bills will provide
opportunities to the farmers
and empower them in the
true sense, the PM said in his
first reaction to the passage of
the Bills in the Lok Sabha.

Defending the Bills,
Agriculture Minister Narendra

Tomar said it was wrong to
think that contract farming
would help the corporate at the
cost of farmers.

“Contract will not lead to
taking over of land. If the cor-
porates build some infra-
structure, it will only benefit
the farmer in the end,” Tomar
said.

Tomar also added that
the contracts signed under
this law will also have a pro-
vision that if prices at the time
of sale are more than what
agreed to at the time of con-
tract then the farmer will get
a certain percentage of the
additional profit. He said that
the trade outside APMCs will
also give the farmers an
option to avoid paying the
mandi tax imposed by various
State Governments.

Tomar said that the new
Bills will lead to more traders
competing for farmers’ pro-
duce, which in turn will get
them better prices. “License,
Inspector Raj will end, cor-
ruption will end and farmers,
traders will be free to buy and
sell anywhere in the country,”
the Minister said.

Congress MP from
Ludhiana Ravneet Singh Bittu
slammed the Bills and termed

these as ‘black laws’. Bittu
asked the Government to not
implement this in Punjab and
Haryana, and try it out in
other States.

“Punjab is a border State,
don’t needle it. Sometime you
raise SYL and then you come
up with such Bills,” he said.

Punjab Congress MPs
Gurpratap Singh Aujla and
Jasbir Singh Dimpa also
opposed the Bills so did AAP
MP Bhagwant Mann.

The TMC, the AAP and
the BSP also opposed the
Bills. The Shiv Sena support-
ed the Government, the BJD
wanted it to be sent to the
standing committee.

Opposing the Bill, the
TRS said it could not support
contract farming at the cost of
poor local farm tenants.

TRS MP Bheemrao
Baswanthrao Patil said that by
bringing in corporate players
through contract farming, the
Government is putting at risk
the hundreds of poor farmers
who rent farmlands from
owners on feeble verbal con-
tracts with little bargaining
power. The MP said that
landowners will clearly prefer
corporates over poor farmers
who are ploughing fields on

batai (tenants farm the land
and split the produce with
absentee landlords under this
system).

The MP also said that the
Bill mentions some grievance
redressal mechanism for any
disputes but what chance will
farmers stand in the face of
large corporations with infi-
nite legal resources at their
disposal.

TMC MP Mahua Moitra
said that the Government was
trying to crush the spirit of
federalism by its brute parlia-
mentary majority. “By legis-
lating on the farm sector, the
Government has once again
done what it does best, that is
aggrandising itself the author-
ity that is simply not vested in
it by the Constitution,” she
said.

The TMC MP said the
proposed legislations would to
also lead to black marketing
and hoarding and push the
entire sector towards privati-
sation.

Stating that farm markets
and agricultural pricing are
State subjects, TDP lawmak-
er K Ram Mohan Naidu urged
the Centre not to presume
that all Opposition parties
have a political agenda.

���������<<<

(�	��)��	<<<

��	����
����000

������	�#�$��	�������	���	������ 	���	%�����<<<

7	������<<<

������#�
���	��� B!		:

Three terrorists belonging to
a pro Pakistan terror outfit

Hizbul Mujahideen were neu-
tralised by the joint teams of
security forces in the congest-
ed area of Batmaloo in Srinagar
early Thursday morning.

Two CRPF personnel,
including a Deputy comman-
dant identified as Rahul
Mathur leading one of the
search parties, received bullet
injuries during initial exchange
of fire while one civilian
woman was also killed in the
crossfire. So far 16 terrorists
have been neutralised in seven
different operations in Srinagar
this year.

Director General of Police
(DGP) Dilbagh Singh said that

all the three terrorists were
locals from South Kashmir
and were heavily armed.  

Since January 1, a total
number of 177 terrorists have
been neutralised in 72 opera-
tions across J&K. Out of these
22 were foreign terrorists from
Pakistan.

DGP termed the killing of
a 45-year-old kousar Jan in
“cross firing” as unfortunate
and expressed sympathy with
the bereaved family

Addressing a Press confer-
ence at Police Control Room
(PCR) Srinagar, DGP Singh
said, “the operations were
launched during wee hours in
the Batmaloo area  after receiv-
ing a tip off about the presence
of heavily armed terrorists in
the area”.

In a separate statement a
police spokesman said, “The
killed terrorists have been iden-
tified as Zakir Ahmad Paul son
of Nisar Ahmad resident of
Aloora Imam Sahib Shopian,
Ubair Mushtaq Bhat son of
Mushtaq Ahmad Bhat resi-
dent of Badragund Kulgam
and Adil Hussain Bhat son of
Abdul Rashid Bhat resident of
Batapora Chersoo Awantipora,
all affiliated with proscribed
terror outfit HM. They were
involved in several attacks in
Srinagar City and South
Kashmir.

Responding to a question
related to frequent encounters
taking place  in and around
Srinagar DGP said, “terrorists
from other districts of South
and north Kashmir keep on

visiting Srinagar to carry out
attacks on security forces”. “On
August 14, they targeted our
party and killed two policemen
at Nowgam. Before that, they
had killed two BSF men at
Pandach on city outskirts. And
then they made another
attempt at Pantha Chowk
where we lost a brave SoG
man,” the DGP Singh said. 

He said police and CRPF
teams are alert and whenever
they get a lead about presence
of terrorists in Srinagar, efforts
are always put in to ensure zero
collateral damage. “Today’s
operation was seventh one in
Srinagar in the recent past, but
biggest success was the killing
of Hizbul Mujahideen com-
mander Junaid Sehrai,” the
J&K Police chief said.
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Another Pulwama type ter-
ror strike was averted by

the joint teams of security
forces after they stumbled upon
52 kgs of explosive material
which included over 400 pack-
ets of explosives weighing 125
gm and 50 detonators during
search operations near Karewa
forest area of Gadikhal in
Awantipora on Thursday.

According to official
sources, during a joint search
operation in the Karewa forest
area security forces spotted a
syntax tank.  “On detailed
search, a total of 52 Kgs of explo-
sives were recovered . There
were 416 pkts of explosives with
each pkt of 125gm.  In another

such syntax tank 50 detonators
were also recovered”.  

The Karewa is located very
close to the National Highway,
9 km South east of Lethpora
and in general area where
Pulwama attack happened.

According to a police

spokesman, “acting on tip off
about the presence of JeM ter-
rorists , police along with 42 RR
and 130 BN CRPF conducted
a joint search of the nursery
area near forests of village
Gadikhal Awantipora. During
search of the said forest area, 02

explosive dumps were found
which were concealed under-
ground in 02 different 250
litres plastic tanks”.

In one plastic tank, 416
high explosive gelatine sticks
have been recovered while in
another plastic tank, 50 deto-
nators were recovered, a police
spokesman said. 

“The detonators were
destroyed by the Bomb
Disposal Squad on the spot,
due to their risk of
carrying/transporting,” the
spokesman added.

Meanwhile, a case FIR
number 126/2020 under rele-
vant sections of law has been
registered in Police Station
Awantipora and investigation
has been taken up.
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The Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) General MM

Naravane Thursday conducted
first hand assessment of the pre-
vailing security situation along
the Line of Control (LoC) in
north Kashmir. 

Immediately after landing
in Srinagar General Naravane
proceeded to the forward areas
along with top brass of the
Northern Command.

Later in the day, the COAS
reviewed the overall security sit-
uation along with the Northern
Army Commander and Chinar

Corps Commander. He was
also briefed by the commanders
in the hinterland.

Defence Spokesman in
Srinagar Col Rajesh Kalia said,
“During his interaction with the
soldiers deployed in high alti-
tude areas, Genereal MM
Naravane appreciated their high
morale and complimented
them on their response to
Pakistan ceasefire violations.” 

He also commended use of
technology to ensure effective
day and night 
surveillance across the LoC
which has resulted in many suc-
cessful operations to foil infil-

tration bids from POK in the
recent past.

The COAS reinforced the
need to extend all possible sup-
port to civilians residing in the
border areas who are victims of
targeted ceasefire violations by
Pakistan Army 
and are facing hardships due to
the pandemic.

The COAS alo appreciated
the high level of coordination
amongst all government agen-
cies towards maintaining peace
in the valley and efforts to
reach out to the “Awam” to over-
come the challenges due to
Covid-19 pandemic. 
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VARANASI (PNS): Aarogya
Bharti has started a free online
medical consultation service
under which specialist doctors
of Ayurveda, Homeopath and
Allopath will be available to
give medical advice to the
patients daily from 9 am to 5
pm. Representative of the
organisation Dr. Manish
Tripathi said that as per the
condition of the patients, med-
ical facility will be provided and
if there would be need, the doc-
tors would visit the homes of
the patients and they would be
provided ambulances for shift-
ing them to the hospitals. He
appealed to the people to get
consultation through this tele-
medicine facility to solve their
health problems during this
period of coronavirus pan-
demic. During this tele-medi-
cine consultation, Ayurvedic
experts including Dr Dhruv
Agarhari (mobile No.
9415294325), Dr. Ruchi Tiwari

(9453642440), Dr.
Priyadarshini (8090029260),
Dr. Subhash Srivastava
9235759110), Dr GS Dubey
(9415451372) and Dr KP
Prakash (9721304060) will be
available apart from Allopathic
experts Dr. Indranil Basu
(9889193210),Dr Anita
Chaudhary (9415202105), Dr
Atul Ratna (9005753660), Dr
Preeti Wadhwa Agrawal
(9455313377), Dr. Preeti Gupta
(9453040620), Dr. Anurag
Dixit (9839911027) and the
Homoeopathic experts Dr.
Manish Tripathi (7007831706),
Dr Vipul Narayan Singh
(9026288538), Dr Rudreshwar
Tripathi (7390002662), Dr
Arun Kumar Srivastava (
9335411157), Dr Sunita
Sharma (9215256011) and Dr
Arpita Chatterjee
(9919427071).

LOW MORTALITY
RATE IN SOUTH ASIA:
BHU PROF.: The novel coro-

navirus SARS-CoV-2, causative
agent of the ongoing pandem-
ic of COVID-19, presents an
ongoing major threat to
humanity. Recent studies have
effectively demonstrated that
the Angiotensin Converting
Enzyme 2 (ACE2) encoded by
a gene located on the X-chro-
mosome is the host receptor for
the virus. Although data have
been accumulating, the expres-
sion of ACE2 gene variation
affecting host susceptibility
among the various world pop-
ulations is not yet known.

Therefore, an internation-
al team from six institutions,
led by BHU Professor
Gyaneshwer Chaubey has
analysed whole genome data of
the ACE2 gene from various
world populations, focussing
on South Asia. This work is
published in the international-
ly reputed journal PLOS ONE.
‘Genetically, most South Asians
are more related with West

Eurasian populations rather
than with East Eurasians,
whereas for this gene the result
is contradictory’, said Prof
George van Driem of
University of Bern in
Switzerland. There are a few
studies on the ACE2 gene by
other research groups, but all
of them have looked at the fre-
quency differences of various
mutations, whereas this team
has used more powerful hap-
lotype based analysis. ‘The
main novelty of the paper is the
unexpected connection of
South Asians with East
Eurasians for the ACE2 gene.
Hence, it is highly likely that
South Asian host susceptibili-
ty to the novel coronavirus
SARS-CoV-2 will be more sim-
ilar to that of East/Southeast
Asians rather than that of
Europeans or Americans. This
also explains the low mortali-
ty rate in South Asia’, explained
Prof Gyaneshwer Chaubey.
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Despite detection of a high
number of corona cases in

the city, thousands of people
gathered at Dashaswamedh
and other ghats apart from
mythological Pichasmochan
Talab (pond) here on the last
day of Pitrapaksh here on
Thursday to offer pind daan to
their forefathers. During the
event, neither social distancing
was maintained nor were many
seen wearing the masks. On the
occasion, despite all restric-
tions, hundreds of people also
bathed in the holy river Ganga
at Dashaswamedh and adjoin-
ing ghats. During the day, rush
was also seen at dozens of
places, when many with ton-
sured heads were seen sitting
near the Pandas offering pind
daan and performing the ritu-
als for the rest in peace for the
souls of their ancestors.

Though during Pitrapaksh,
the rush of people was seen at
these places, it was maximum
on the last day as many who
could not offer the rituals ear-
lier reached there to perform
the same as per the Sanathan

traditions. It was hectic day for
the Brahmins as well as the
shops selling various puja
items, sweets, puris, clothes and
many other articles. It was also
a field day for the barbars and
the beggars. At dozens of places

between Dashaswamedh and
Godowlia, barbars were seen
tonsuring the hairs of the peo-
ple. The people also offered eat-
able items to animals and birds
after completion of rituals.

Normally, Shardiya
Navratra begins a day after the
end of Pitrapaksh falling on
Amavasya but this year, as
there is a month-long Malmaas,
the same will be started from
October 17. According to infor-
mation, such changes are being
seen after 165 years when there
would be two Ashmin months
as during the month, the festi-
vals like Patrapakh, Navratri
and Dusshehra fall. Due to this
extra month, this time
Dusshehra will fall on October
26 and Deepawali on
November 14. Besides, the
ongoing Chaturmass (four
months of rainy season when
the saints take shelters at a
place) is also of five months.
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The number of people recov-
ering from corona on

Tuesday was again higher than
those infected within 24 hours.
On one side where 404 people
became infection-free, at the
same time 328 new cases of
COVID-19 detected in
Prayagraj late on Tuesday
night.. Apart from this, four
people have died. The number
of active cases stands at 3698.
This has been confirmed by Dr
Rishi Sahai, the Nodal Officer
for Coronavirus.

He said that the total num-
ber of infected people in the
district has increased to 15,084
with 328 new infections being
received on Monday, while
11,171 people have been cured.
Because of this, the recovery
rate remains around 73 per
cent. The number of active
cases has dropped to 3,698 with
decreasing by 20 from Monday.
There are 373 patients admit-
ted in different hospitals.

Most patients are admitted
to Swaroop Rani Nehru
Hospital. According to the
report, 140 infected persons of
Prayagraj admitted here in
hospitals. Apart from this, 53
infected were admitted to rail-
ways, 56 in Covid Care Centre
Kalindipuram, seven in Unani
Medical College, 74 in two pri-
vate hospitals, 43 in Beli
Hospital. The remaining 3,325
people are in home isolation.

Apart from this, 47 people
have been discharged from
hospitals. Of them 10 people
from Covid Care Centre
Kalindipuram, three from
Railway Hospital, one from
Unani Medical College, seven
from Beli, seven from two pri-
vate hospitals and 19 from
SRN Hospital. Apart from this,
samples have been taken for
testing of 2,875 suspects and
reports of 3,151 people have
come negative.

Nodal Officer for COVID-
19, Dr Rishi Sahai said that 231
people have been found infect-
ed by antigen test, 136 from
RTPCR and 21 in Trunot
among those who came posi-
tive on Tuesday. In RTPCR, 41

people were examined in a pri-
vate lab. He said that more than
55 people were tested positive
in private hospitals.

However, Wednesday’s day
in Prayagraj was quite a relief.
The number of those who got
infection free for the second
consecutive day was higher
than 328 patients who got
infected. On Wednesday, a
total of 406 infected people got
free from corona infection,
which is a record so far. On
Tuesday, 404 patients were
infection free. This was con-
firmed by Dr Rishi Sahai. He
said that the total number of
infection-free people has gone
up to 11,577.

CMO Dr GS Bajpai said

that 328 new infections have
been detected on Wednesday.
With this, the number of infect-
ed in the district has reached
15,412. Home isolation of 344
people has been completed.
With this, the recovery rate has
risen by two per cent to 75 per
cent.

The number of active cases
has increased to 3,616. There
are 363 patients admitted in
different hospitals. Most
patients are admitted to
Swaroop Rani Nehru Hospital.
According to the report, 53
infected admitted to railways,
36 in Covid Care Centre
Kalindipuram, six in Unani
Medical College, 73 in two pri-
vate hospitals, 42 in Beli.

The remaining 3,253 peo-
ple are in home isolation. Apart
from this, 62 people have been
discharged from hospitals. 24
people were discharged from
Covid Care Centre
Kalindipuram, seven from
Railway Hospital, eight from
Beli, five from two private hos-
pitals and 18 from SRN
Hospital.

Apart from this, samples
have been taken for testing of
3,086 suspects and 2,229
reports have been negative.
Nodal Officer of COVID-19,
Dr Rishi Sahai said that 214
people have been found infect-
ed with antigen test, 91 from
RTPCR and 23 in Truenot
among those coming positive
on Wednesday.
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The parliamentary con-
stituency of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi celebrated his
70th birth-day here on
Thursday. A great enthusiasm
was seen among the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) workers and
some supporting organisations.
However, Congress, Samajvadi
Party (SP) and some other
organisations also organised
programmes to express their
protests in style. UP Minister
Dr Neelkanth Tiwari reached
Dashaswamedh ghat and along
with a group of priests, he
offered milk in the holy river,
seeking the blessing of Maa
Ganga for the long life of the
PM.

Similarly, a group of BJP
workers also reached Assi Ghat
where the party workers
offered chunri into the river.
Later, boarding on a boat, they
led by regional president
Mahesh Chandra Srivastava
offered milk into the mid-
stream of river Ganga. Besides,
the party has also organised
programmes at many other
places. At Mahadev Degree
College, Bariyashanpur
(Chiraigaon), the state co-
incharge of the party Sunil
Ojha, along with UP Cabinet
Minister Anil Rajbhar, distrib-
uted artificial equipment to
the Divyangs (handicapped
persons).  

Besides, fruit distribution
programmes were also organ-
ised at many places. Minister of

State Dr Neelkanth Tiwari
reached Shri Shiv Prasad Gupta
(SSPG) Hospital to distribute
fruits to the patients admitted
there. Another Minister of
State Ravindra Jaiswal, along
with party workers, reached
Homi Bhabha Cancer Hospital,
Lahartara and distributed fruits
to the patients admitted there.
A team of BJP workers led by
MLA Saurabh Srivastava
reached Trauma Centre of
Banaras Hindu University
(BHU) to distribute fruits
among the patients.

Under the auspices of
Muslim Mahila Foundation
(MMF), a programme was
organised at Lamahi to cele-
brate the birthday of Modi.
Speaking on the occasion,
chairman of Anaj Bank Dr
Rajeev Srivastava highlighted

the work of the organisation
during the lockdown period
when they served food and
ration kits to thousands contin-
uously. Besides, in view to
make the women self-reliant,
training in tailoring was given
to many, he informed. MMF
chief Nazneen Ansari praised
Modi for his bold steps to
abolish Article 370 and Triple
talak. She said that today our
MP is not only the Prime
Minister of India but also a
great statesman of the world.
Purvanchal unit chief of
Muslim Rashtriya Manch
Mohd. Azaruddin and many
others also expressed their
views. The function was also
attended by Archana
Bharatvanshi, Dr Mridula
Jaissal, Nagina, Soni, Sehnaz,
Farjana and Nazia.        

At Santusthi Hospital,
Nevada (Sunderpur), a blood
donation camp was organised
to celebrate the birthday of
Modi and Vishwakarma Puja.
Corporator Vineet Singh,
chairman of the hospital Dr
Sanjay Garg, director Dr Ritu
Garg and many others were
present. They said that it is an
ironical that the birthday of
Modi falls on the occasion of
Lord Vishwakarma, architect of
the world.

Apart from this, some
opposition parties also organ-
ised programmes on the occa-
sion. Youth Congress workers
led by its state chief organised
Unemployment Day at Bharat
Mata Mandir. As the gate
remained closed, they raised
slogans against PM and CM.
Heavy police force was
deployed there as the YC work-
ers tried to enter the premises.
They also criticised CM for
increasing unemployment in
the state. Similarly, a group of
SP workers assembled at
Maidagin and expressed their
protest in style, cooking
Pakaudas. 

They were led by state sec-
retary Manish Yadav. They
also observed the day as
‘Berojgari Diwas’, wearing black
badges on their hands. A group
of youths also expressed their
protest in style, blackening
their faces and beating thalis.
They flayed the PM for privati-
sation, appointment on con-
tracts, deteriorating economy
and police lathicharge on farm-
ers and others.
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Action against the declared
and undeclared properties

of Atique Ahmed and his near
and dear ones continues on a
regular basis in Prayagraj on
the instructions of the Chief
Minister who has gathered
courage to teach a lesson to top
mafia dons of the state includ-
ing Mokhtar Ansari and Atique
Ahmed.

On Thursday a cold storage
of Atique Ahmed in the trans-
Ganga area of Andawa, was
demolished with the help of
JCB machines. This cold stor-
age was an unauthorised con-
struction, and was a source of
income for the mafia-turned-
politician Atique who repre-
sented Allahabad West in the
Uttar Pradesh Legislative
Assembly several times and
later became Samajwadi Party
MP from the trans-Ganga con-
stituency of Phulpur.

On Thursday itself a com-
mercial complex Mak Tower in
Civil Lines was also sealed. It
was owned by Mohammad
Abbas, a close associate of
Atique Ahmed and a history-
sheeter.

Situated on a prime loca-
tion of Sardar Patel Marg in

Civil Lines, came under scan-
ner for unauthorised construc-
tions. The top floor of this
commercial building was total-
ly unauthorised.

The police had recently
raided the residence of
Mohammad Abbas in
Attersuiya and had seized some
vehicles. The police had also
picked up Abbas’ son who had
later been released from the
police station.

It may be mentioned here
that within a couple of weeks
dozens of valuable properties of
Atique Ahmed and his close
associates have either been
razed to ground or a seal has
been put on them by the offi-
cials of the district administra-
tion or the Prayagraj
Development Authority in dif-
ferent parts of the city.

DOCTOR HELD IN
RAPE CASE: The police
arrested the accused Dr Anil
Dwivedi posted at Beli Hospital
for outraging the modesty of a
teenaged girl a BA final year
student living in Colonelganj.
The doctor was sent to jail. In
the same case, the police raid-
ed several places in search of
accused BJP leader Shyam
Prakash Dwivedi. However,
police failed to trace the where-
abouts of the BJP leader. On the

other hand, the student under-
went a medical examination. A
statement under section 164
will be recorded soon, added
SHO, Colonelganj.

A 22-year-old girl, student
of BA final year in Colonelganj,
was allegedly gang-raped after
the former was offered a cold
drink mixed with sedatives. It
is alleged that in the name of
first aid, the doctor posted at
Beli Hospital raped her and
later pressurised her to go to
the BJP leader. Police said that
an investigation is underway
after registering a report on the
basis of a written complaint
given by the victim.

The student had given a
complaint to the police, alleg-
ing that her father was badly
injured in a road accident in
2011. The treatment cost a
huge amount of money, with
the family destroyed in debt.
An acquaintance introduced
her to Anil Dwivedi, a doctor
in the TB section of Beli
Hospital, who developed his
proximity to the family by pre-
tending to sell the land.

Then one day, he fraudu-
lently called her to Jaya
Hospital in Alopibagh and
gave her a cold drink with
intoxicants and forced her for
physical relations. At the same

time, he also threatened her
and her family for dire conse-
quence if she dared open her
mouth in this connection. A
few days later, the doctor again
pressured her on the phone and
then raped her at his resi-
dence near the Myorabad inter-
section. After about a week, the
doctor put her under pressure
and took her to the Hotel Star
Regency at Civil Lines where
his familiar BJP leader Shyam
Prakash Dwivedi. Shyam
Prakash Dwivedi who was
allegedly armed with a pistol,
and the doctor gang raped her
there. Also, they threatened to
kill her if she tried to leak the
issue to anyone.

SHO, Colonelganj, Avan
Kumar Dixit said that after pre-
liminary investigation, on
Wednesday, Dr. Anil Dwivedi
was arrested near the Laxmi
Talkies intersection. And raids
were being conducted in search
of BJP leader Shyam Prakash.

The SHO said that today
the student had undergone a
medical examination. An appli-
cation has been submitted to
the court for a statement under
section 164 through the inves-
tigating officer. As soon as
permission is received, a state-
ment will be recorded before
the court soon.
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Krishi Vigyan Kendra organ-
ised Poshan Diwas and

even to celebrate Poshan Maah
as per the guidelines of ICAR
issued in the letter dated 1st of
September 2020, the event was
to enlighten the rural people
regarding the importance of
healthy and balanced diet.

M Tripathi and SP. Singh
(assistants) initiated the event
by screening the participants
for COVID-19 and registering
them for the event. The event
finally started with a small
prayer led by Dr Ajay Kumar,
Scientist Extension. Lighting of
the ceremonial lamp was done
by the chief guest Dr RK
Maurya joint director of agri-
culture Allahabad who was
accompanied by Dr RK
Srivastava Regional Manager

IFFCO Varanasi and Dr Vivek
Dikshit IFFCO, Allahabad
along with the KVK head and
senior scientist doctor SD
Mecarty. There after the pro-
gramme was handed over to
Nimisha Natarajan, scientist
home science who was the
coordinator of the programme
also welcomed the guests offi-
cials of IFFCO and the partic-
ipants of the programme on
behalf of Krishi Vigyan Kendra. 

With the help of  visual aids
and charts she explained the
importance of balanced diet
including the amount of nutri-
ents which should be con-
sumed according to the daily
allowances of individual at the
same time a brief talk on how
we can calculate the calories
consumed on daily basis by
including foods from different
food crops along with the

nutrition schemes which are
going on and why portion
maah is celebrated and the
dream vision of our Prime
Minister Narendra Modi was
also explained. Dr SD Mecarty
head and senior scientist of
KVK to the stage next. He also
emphasised on the importance
of balanced diet issues of mal-
nutrition the meaning of
healthy diet  while emphasising
on the role that KVK place. He
pointed out that KVK has been
playing a pivotal role in  light-
ing the people about  maintain-
ing a healthy and balanced diet
will not only improve the
health conditions of the fami-
ly members but also secure the
future of the family. Dr RK
Srivastava Regional Manager
IFFCO also talked to the par-
ticipants regarding the differ-
ent products which IFFCO  is

producing and how it will help
the farmers ,and Dr RK
Maurya Joint Director
Agriculture Allahabad also
emphasised that how education
is also important and develops
in us a perspective of looking
at life. As the programme was
reaching the end vegetable
seeds that had been provided
by Indian Farmers' Fertiliser
Cooperative of Allahabad were
distributed by the chief guest to
the participants with inputs as
to how to show them the kind
of soil needed the precautions
to be taken. The programme
concluded with the vote of
thanks by Sanjay K Lal on
behalf of the entire Krishi
Vigyan Kendra staff thanked
the officials from IFFCO for
being a part of the programme
and for providing the veg-
etable seeds. 
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The district has crossed 11K-
mark here on Thursday

when 208 new Covid-19 cases
have been detected here on
Thursday, increasing the total
number of cases to 11,089.
Besides, the district also saw
one more death, increasing
the toll to 182. During the day,
the follow-up negative reports
included 181 patients. Out of
them, 168 patients recovered
from home isolation and the
total number of patients cured
at home has increased to 6,654.
Besides, 13 recovered from the
hospital and the number of
patients who have been dis-
charged from the hospitals has

reached 2,585. The total num-
ber of cured patients is now
9,239, leaving 1,668 active
patients. The recovery rate has
improved slightly to 83.31 per-
cent and mortality rate to 1.64
per cent. 

Meanwhile, on the instruc-
tions of District Magistrate
(DM) Kaushal Raj Sharma,
mass/ group antigen testing
continued and a day ago 37
persons were tested at the
Police Lines and all of them
were found negative. Similarly,
54 were tested at Tulsi,
Harishchandra and Nishad
ghats also all of them were neg-
ative. However, two were
detected positive out of 148
employees tested at LBS

Hospital, Ramnagar while one
was found positive out of 30
employees of National
Highway Authority of India
(NHAI). Besides, Chief
Medical Officer (CMO) Dr
VB Singh has informed that the
Health department has dis-
tributed 12,976 ivermectin
tablets to 1,622 persons. So far,
he added that 8.59 lakh tablets
were distributed to 1.07 lakh
persons and out of them, 6.69
lakh tablets to 83,685 persons
were distributed by the Health
department while rest of tablets
by other departments so far.

CMO has also informed
that by the first of the day at 11
am, 141 positive patients were
detected out of 1,891 reports

received. Till then, the total test
reports received were 1,57,661
and the results of 3,154 are
awaited. Out of them, 1,46,639
were negative, while 11,022
positive. The total number of
samples collected was 1,70,770.
Earlier, a male aged 70 and
female 13 from Pandey Haveli
and Badagaon respectively suc-
cumbed to COOVID-19 at
DDU Hospital while one male
aged 66 died at HIMS. Besides,
with the addition of 14 new red
zones, the total number of
hotspots has increased to 1,852
including 380 red zones. Two
green zones have been convert-
ed into red zones again. There
are 1,472 green zones includ-
ing 23 new ones.
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ALLAHABAD (PNS): Satish
Kothari took over as chief elec-
trical engineer, North Central
Railway and Dr. Sumant Bahl
took over as chief medical
superintendent. Satish Kothari
assumed charge as chief electri-
cal engineer, North Central
Railway. The post became
vacant due to
Anupam Singhal’s transfer to
the RITES. 

Kothari is a 1986 batch
officer of the Indian Railway
Electrical Engineering Service.
He studied BE (Hons) in
Electric Engineering in the
year 1986, Malviya Regional
Engineering College, Jaipur
(presently MMIT), one year
Orientation of Nuclear
Engineering and Sciences at

Bhabha Atomic Research
Centre in the year 1987 and
has a Master’s degree in
Public Administration in the
year 2011 from IIPA, New
Delhi.

Satish Kothari has estab-
lished several records while
working as the post of Group
General Manager /
Administration in DFCL before
taking over as principal chief
electrical engineer, North
Central Railway. During his
service, he served as JGM /
AGM Maintenance and Chief
Electrical Engineer, ITRPD in
DMRC, chief electrical and
distribution engineer in
Northern Railway, upper divi-
sional rail manager in Lumding
Division of Northeast Frontier

Railway besides chief electrical
eervice engineer / CEGE in
North Western Railway and
served on important posts like
Officer on Special Duty from
Railways in NTPC.

Dr. Sumant Bahl took over
as chief medical superintendent
in Prayagraj. He holds a mas-
ter’s degree in surgery. Bahl
started his service in 1988 and
has served in various important
posts in Moradabad, Bareilly,
Prayagraj and Jhansi during his
20 years of service.

NSS STUDENT BAGS
AWARD:  Sam Higginbottom
University of Agriculture,
Technology and Sciences
(SHUATS), an institute dedi-
cated to agriculture education,
research and extension for the

last 110 years. The National
Service Scheme (NSS) of the
university has set another
achievement as one of the NSS
student has been selected for
NSS award 2018-19. The stu-
dent will be awarded by
President of India  Ramnath
Kovind.

In a letter issued to the
SHUATS Registrar, the
Regional Director Dr Ashok
Kumar Shroti informed that
the NSS student Chris John has
been selected for the National
Service Scheme Award.

Programme Officer
Satyam Kumar Kesari said that
on September 24, 2020
President Ramnath Kovind
will award the student Chris
John. 
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As per the directions of
Ministry of Railways,

‘Swachhata Hi Seva Pakhwada’
(cleanliness fortnight) began at
DLW and various stations of
Varanasi Division of NER on
Wednesday. During the day
apart from taking pledge various
programmes regarding cleanli-
ness awareness and plantation
were organised. In DLW premis-
es the employees not only
pledged to keep their work places clean but also
participated in plantation apart from doing wide-
spread awareness and publicity through banners,
posters, pamphlets, SMS, WhatsApp etc.
Voluntary organisations like the Civil Defence,
St John’s Ambulance Brigade, Bharat Scouts and
Guides made their valuable contribution dur-
ing the day. A public awareness rally was also
organised to mobilise the people towards the
importance of cleanliness to prevent the spread
of Covid-19 pandemic, appealing to all to put
garbage at proper dustbins, use masks and sani-
tisers and maintain social distancing. Masks and
sanitisers were also distributed by voluntary

organisations. The campaign will
continue till September 30.
Besides, Varanasi Division of NER
under ‘Swachh Rail-Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan’ observed the first
day as ‘Cleanliness Awareness
Day’.  During the day the cleanli-
ness pledge was administered at
various stations and offices on the
instructions of DRM Vijay Kumar
Panjiar. Apart from DRM and divi-
sional security commissioner office,
the employees at various other
places including divisional hospital,

health centers, coaching depots, crew lobbies, all
A and A1 stations also took such oaths. They also
offered ‘shramdaan’ to keep the premises clean and
remove the wastes from waiting rooms and rail-
way tracks. Tree plantation programmes were also
organised at Yatri Niwas, offices, health units, sta-
tions, RPF barracks, rest houses and railway
colonies. In this order, neem, aonla and lemon
saplings were planted at unused and vacant land
near second entry of Manduadih station, nearby
RDI and coaching depot units apart from
Prayagraj Rambagh, Chapra, Azamgarh, Ballia,
Siwan and Ghazipur City stations. The fortnight
drive will continue till  October 1. 
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World Ozone Day was observed
at NTPC Unchahar on

Wednesday with a pledge and a sig-
nature campaign for the protection of
ozone layer. On the occasion CGM, Unchahar, Bhola
Nath, administered the pledge  to all employees of
the plant in the morning through video confer-
encing. The programme was organised following
the Covid-19 protocol. CGM said that United
Nations had proclaimed September 16 as the

International Day for the Preservation of the
Ozone Layer. NTPC officials also displayed
banners and distributed pamphlets to cre-
ate awareness among employees and pub-
lic while maintaining  social distancing. The
project schools organised various online

activities like painting, slogan writing, etc for students
to create awareness about the day on theme,
‘Ozone for life: 35 years of ozone layer protection.’
GM (O&M) Asit Datta, GM (Operation) Arindam
Banerjee, GM (Maintenance) SK Jha along with
senior officials were present on the occasion.
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As per the decision taken by
the Railway Board the

movement of clone special
trains will be done from/via
NER from September 21.
Clone special trains will be fully
reserved and their fare will be
like Humsafar Express, said
CPRO PK Singh. The move-
ment of clone special train from
NER:- The 04055 Ballia-Delhi
tri-weekly clone special will
depart on every Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday from
September 22 from Ballia at
14.10 hours, from Ghazipur City
at 15:15 hours, from Jaunpur at
17:00 hrs, from Prayagraj Jn at
20:40 hours, from Kanpur Central
at 23:55 hrs and reach Delhi at
06:25 hrs the next day. While
04056 Delhi-Ballia tri-weekly
clone special will depart on every
Monday, Wednesday and Friday
from September 21 from Delhi
at 18.00 hrs, the next day from
Kanpur Central  at 00:20 hrs,
from Prayagraj Jn at 03:25 hrs,
from Jaunpur at 06:45 hrs and
from Ghazipur City at 08:40 hrs
reach Ballia at 10.00 hrs. The
movement of clone special trains
through NER:The 04651Jaynagar-
Amritsar tri-weekly clone special
will on every Tuesday, Friday and
Sunday from September 25 depart
from Jaynagar at 06:15 hrs,  from
Samastipur at 09.45 hrs, from
Chhapra 13.15 hrs, from Shahganj
at 18.25 hrs, the second day from

Lucknow at 00:10 hrs, from
Moradabad at 01:55 hrs, from Delhi
at 05:25 hrs, from Ambala at 08.40
hrs and reach Amritsar at 13.00 hrs.
The 04652 Amritsar-Jaynagar tri-
weekly clone special will on every
Sunday, Wednesday and Friday
from September 23 depart from
Amritsar at 10:55 hrs, from
Ambala at 14:50 hrs, from Delhi
at 18:10 hrs, from Moradabad
21.20 hrs, from Lucknow on the
second day at 02.45 hrs, from
Shahganj at 07.40 hrs, from
Chhapra at 12.40 hrs, from
Samastipur at 16.55 hrs and reach
Jaynagar at 20.00 hrs. The 02563
Saharsa-New Delhi clone special
daily from September 21 will
depart from Saharsa at 05.00 hrs,
from Barauni at 07:40 hrs, from
Chhapra at 12:17 hrs, from
Gorakhpur at 15.15 hrs, from
Aishbagh at 20:30 hrs, from
Kanpur at 22.10 hrs and will
arrive in New Delhi the second
day  at 05:10 hrs. The 02564 New
Delhi-Saharsa clone special daily
from September 22 depart from
New Delhi at 13:30 hrs, from
Kanpur at 19:45 hrs, from
Aishbagh on second day at
01.55 hrs, from Gorakhpur at
07.10 hrs, from Chhapra at
10.27 hrs and from Barauni at
15.20 hrs reach Saharsa at 18:15
hours. The 02569 Darbhanga-
New Delhi clone special daily
from September 21 will depart
from Darbhanga at 06:30 hrs,
from Samastipur at 08:15 hrs,
from Muzaffarpur at 09.10 hrs,

from Chhapra at 11:32 hrs, from
Gorakhpur at 14:30 hrs, from
Aishbagh 19:40 hrs and from
Kanpur Central at 21:25 hrs
and reach New Delhi at 04.00
hours. The 02570 New Delhi-
Darbhanga clone special daily
from September 22  will depart
from New Delhi at 12.15 hours,
from Kanpur Central at 18.35
hours, from Aishbagh at 19.55
hours, the second day from
Gorakhpur at 00.55 hours,
from Chhapra at 04:35 hours,
from Muzaffarpur at 06.55
hours, from Samastipur at
08.10 hours and reach
Darbhanga at 09.30 hours.  The
04653 New Jalpaiguri-Amritsar
weekly clone special will every
Friday from September 25 leav-
ing New Jalpaiguri at 07.00 hrs,
from Katihar at 10.40 hrs, from
Samastipur at 14:10 hrs, from
Chhapra at 17:35 hrs, from
Gorakhpur 20:55 hrs, from
Sitapur at 02:50 hrs, from
Moradabad at 07:43 hrs and
Saharanpur at 10.:2 hrs and reach
Amritsar at 16.20 hrs. The 04654
Amritsar-New Jalpaiguri weekly
clone special will depart from
Amritsar from September 23 every
Wednesday depart from Amritsar
at 08.40 hrs, from Saharanpur at
14:10 hrs, from Moradabad at 17.40
hrs, from Sitapur at 22:20 hrs, from
Gorakhpur at 04:05 hrs, from
Chhapra at 07:10 hrs, from
Samastipur at 10.35 hours, from
Katihar at 14.35 hrs and arrive at
New Jalpaiguri at 17:45 hours.
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SDM Kalpi Jayendra Kumar inspected Akbarpur Guru vil-
lage in Kalpi tehsil on Wednesday. He said that for the past

few days they were getting complaints from
villagers on different issues of Itaura Guru
village. Hesaid that 60 villagers had complained
that they had not received payment for MNRE-
GA work. He asked subordinate officials to

investigate the entire matter and submit a report in this regard.
He also inspected drinking water facilities at public places besides
sanitation and cleanliness in the village. The villagers told him
about their problems regarding toilets and accommodation.
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Under the aegis of the  NER
Rajbhasha department

during the the Rajbhasha Week
celebration-2020 being held
held at the headquarters,
Gorakhpur, from September 14
to 18, a Hindi technical semi-
nar on the topic, ‘Features and
uses of Windows10’ was organ-
ised  in a virtual form under the
presidentship of Deputy Chief
Rajbhasha Officer and Deputy
General Manager/General ON
Singh on Wednesday, CPRO PK
Singh said. In his presidential
address Deputy Chief
Rajbhasha Officer Singh said

that the new computers were
coming with Windows 10
which was completely note-
based operating system. In the
Rajbhasha department during
the Hindi keying training it was
found that many computer users
while working on e-Office or on
Windows 10 computers of new
version were facing a lot of dif-
ficulty. Keeping this in mind, this
programme had been organised
on Wednesday, he added. Senior
translator/ Rajbhasha, headquar-
ters, Gorakhpur, Shyam Babu
Sharma, who was the keynote
speaker, while elaborating
on ‘Features and Uses of
Windows 10’ said that Hindi lan-

guage and typing tool, creating a
new windows on the device itself,
locking the device, activating
magnifier and text reader, use of
snipping tool, cloud drive and
emoji facilities had been provid-
ed. Earlier, in his welcome address
Rajbhasha Officer DK Srivastava
gave information about various
programmes under the Rajbhasha
Week celebration being held at the
headquarter, NER,since September
14 and requested everyone to join
them.  The technical seminar was
conducted by Rajbhasha Officer
Mohammad Arshad Mirza while
the vote of thanks was pro-
posed by senior translator,
headquarters, Sapna Khare.
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On the first day of ‘Swachchhta
Pakhwada’ on Wednesday

being organised
under Swachh Bharat
Mission till September
30, NER GM Lalit
Chandra Trivedi
administered the
cleanliness pledge to all

officers and employees through video
conferencing.  On the occasion AGM
Amit Kumar Agarwal, DRM, principal
heads of department and senior rail-
way officers besides a large number of
employees, took the cleanliness pledge.
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Under Sant Ravidas Shiksha Sahayata Yojna Labour
department distributed 85 bicycles among the daugh-

ters of labourers on Wednesday. Assitant Labour Commissioner
(ALC) RKPathak said that the department had sought applications
from labourers who were registered in the department and whose
daughters had passed High School and Intermediate exami-
nations and had got admission in the next class. Under the scheme
against the sanctioned 184 bicycles 85 were distributed on
Wednesday, he said.  ALC told The Pioneer that the cost of each bicy-
cle was �3,500 and it was purchased fulfilling the norms. He said
that during the brief function held at the sprawling ground of
labour office located on Jangi Road  norms of social distanc-
ing were followed. He praised the departmental team comprising
labour enforcement officer, NK Pandey besides Anupam
Tripathi and others for the successful conduct of the programme. 
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Ahraura police arrested two crim-
inals, Ishtiyak Ansari and Abdul

Quadir, residents of Patihta village,
along with a stolen motorcycle on
Wednesday.  Ahraura police during
patrolling saw two suspects near a
graveyard and caught them. They
confessed that the motorcycle was a
stolen one. After frisking them
police recovered a countrymade
gun and two cartridges from them.

KANPUR (PNS): Mahila
Mahavidyalaya Principal Dr
BR Agarwal while addressing a
tree plantation drive carried out
by the college on the birthday
of the Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday  said today
under the leadership of Modi
the nation had made rapid
advances and carved an image
for itself among the developing
countries in the world. 

The principal said the PM
had always focused on clean
city, air and water and thus it
was the duty of every individ-
ual to ensure they contributed
in tree plantation drive. 

She said that India was try-
ing to be a financial and indus-
trial power but that was not
what would alone make citi-
zens happy and healthy as
there was need for healthy air,
soil and water  which to keep
everyone healthy and for this
there was need for massive tree

plantation drives. 
She said Peepal was one of

the main trees which helped in
maintaining a balance in
ecosystem as it had both spir-
itual and material powers. She
added that planting saplings on
birthdays and other impor-
tant dates was a way to teach
others to gather strength from
our deepest roots and align
oneself with the cosmic

rhythm. She also paid tributes
to Lord Vishwakarma on his
jayanti and said he was the first
engineer of the world.

Dr Meera Tripathi, Dr
Anamika Verma, Dr Nishat
Fatima, Dr Pooj Srivastava, Dr
Mamta Mishra, Sunita Madan,
Poonam Shukla along with the
entire staff of the college were
present on the occasion to
make the event a big success.

Others present included Dr
Rashmi Chaturvedi, Arvind
Verma, Dheeraj Yadav, Vijay
Singh and Kirti Dixit. Several
peepal saplings were planted on
the campus.
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A webinar on ‘New

Education Policy 2020 :
Opportunities and Challenges’
was also held  in which the
principal said the NEP 2020
had introduced structural
changes in the education sys-
tem which aimed at making
India the global knowledge
superpower, ensuring equity
and inclusion. The principal
said the NEP aimed at sensi-
tising students towards human
values, empathy, tolerance,
human rights, gender equality,
inclusion and equity in order to
develop respect for diversity of
India culture. Delivering the
key note address, ex-professor

and head of education depart-
ment and ex- Dean of Lucknow
University, Prof M Varma, said
the NEP attempted to develop
a conscious awareness of roles
and duties and inclusion of
community participation to
minimise the exclusion of the
students on the basis of the lan-
guage and disability and to
increase the gross enrolment
ratio of 50 per cent by 2035.

Dr Senthil Kumar said the
strategic plans incorporated in
the NEP for the upgradation
schemes for the deemed uni-
versities and self-financed col-
leges and would also focus to
show equal respect for all reli-
gions with the idea to develop
or bring back creative human
endeavour required for the
21st Century education system.
Among those present included
Dr Rashmi Chaturvedi, Dr
Pratibha, Dr Sangeeta Sitani
and Dr Neeta Mishra.
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The sudden spurt in dengue
cases has set the alarm

bells ringing. Till now, there
were sporadic cases but with
the spread of dengue in
Naubasta Galla Mandi, more
than six cases of dengue have
been reported from there in the
past 15 days. Apart from this,
several dengue cases were
reported from various part of
the city. 

Amidst the COVID-19
pandemic, the surfacing of
several dengue clusters in he
city is causing concern to the
district officials and the people. 

Ironically, people are
unaware that dengue mosqui-

toes breed in fresh water and
not in drains and stagnant
waters and thus there is also
need to spread awareness about
it.

Additional Chief Medical
Officer Dr DK Singh said
dengue fever was caused by the
dengue virus and it was trans-
mitted through the bite of an
infected Aedes mosquito. He
said dengue symptoms includ-
ed fever, intense headache,
body ache, joint pain, loss of
appetite, nausea, vomiting, skin
rashes and mucosal bleeding. 

The ACMO said there was
no specific treatment for
dengue fever, but adequate
fluid intake and bed rest was
important. He said most

patients recovered within two
weeks but often dengue fever
could turn severe, leading to
dengue haemorrhagic syn-
drome and dengue shock syn-
drome.

Dr Singh said as per the
directives of the World Health
Organisation, dengue could be
classified into three forms —
dengue without warning signs,
dengue with warning signs
and severe dengue. He said it
was important to recognise
the warning signs such as
abdominal pain, persistent
vomiting, mucosal bleeding,
lethargy and fluid accumula-
tion as it could progress to
severe dengue. 

The ACMO said even

dengue patients without warn-
ing signs could develop severe
dengue and also require aggres-
sive emergency treatment and
hospitalisation.

Dr Singh said one had to
protect oneself against mos-
quito bites and prevent mos-
quito breeding inside and out-
side homes. He said one should
refrain from visiting areas
prone to mosquitoes. He
advised people to wear full
sleeves shirts and trousers and
ensure that majority of the
body parts were covered. He
said one could also use mos-
quito repellent, ideally one
containing DEET. He said one
potent method was to use mos-
quito nets while sleeping.
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District Magistrate Alok
Tiwari, on Thursday, said

that the administration’s goal
was to bring down the COVID-
19 death rate sharply in Kanpur
Nagar.

Admitting that the
COVID-19 death rate in
Kanpur Nagar fell slightly on
days but returned to the same
level soon, he said the admin-
istration was taking all possible
measures.

Tiwari said to check the
death rate from rising further,
the administration was making
surprise visits to Covid hospi-
tals and initiating action against
those not following the proto-
cols and guidelines.

The district magistrate also
expressed concern over the
failure of private hospitals to
deploy anaesthetists round the
clock in their Covid care facil-
ities. 

He said for the past over
one week, constant surprise
inspections were being made at
private hospitals and it was
found that they were engaging
part-time anaesthetists who
were working in two to three
hospitals in a day. He said this
was a grave violation of the
Covid protocol. 

Tiwari said the district

administration was mulling
harsh measures against the
private hospitals which do not
engage full time anaesthetists to
man the Covid facilities round
the clock..

The district magistrate said
the static magistrates were also
unable to provide detailed
report on violations of Covid
guidelines, if any, in the private
hospitals and cross-checking
would be done to ensure that
proper feedback of the hospi-
tals was loaded on the portal. 

He asked the static magis-
trates to keep a strict vigil on
the functioning of the hospitals,
equipment, doctors, anaes-

thetists and ensure that the
information in this regard was
forwarded to the CMO Kanpur
portal. 

Tiwari said the chief med-
ical officer had been given a
free hand to take action against
the private hospitals which do
not adhere to the guidelines
issued by the district adminis-
tration.

He said with increased
testing, the positive cases were
bound to increase but the med-
ical fraternity and the district
administration were jointly
working to contain the spread
of the coronavirus. He urged
the people to cooperate with

the administration by strictly
following social distancing.

The district magistrate
made a surprise inspection of
Divine Hospital in Swarup
Nagar and found the anaes-
thetist absent. The static mag-
istrate informed the district
magistrate that anaesthetists
were never present for 24 hours
a day in the hospital. Tiwari
directed the officials concerned
to take strict action against the
anaesthetists. 

He directed the ACM (VI)
to prepare an updated record
on the COVID-19 deaths that
took place in the hospital. He
also directed them to record the
version of the family members
of the patients. 

He said the relatives would
have to give the date and time
of admission and date-wise
information provided to them
by the hospital administration
regarding the condition of the
patients.

He said it should also be
mentioned at what time the
patients death was informed to
the relatives. 

Tiwari also sought all
details of hospital bills.

On finding the hospital
guilty of irregularities, the dis-
trict magistrate cancelled the
Level-2 Covid care hospital
status given to it.
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Kanpur Nagar reported 395  fresh cases of coronavirus infec-
tion till Thursday evening.
Chief  Medical Officer Dr AK Mishra said 395 more peo-

ple had tested positive for coronavirus infection between
Wednesday evening and Thursday evening, taking the count of
confirmed cases to 21769. He said a total of 64 cases were dis-
charged and  5801COVID-19 patients had been cured in the city
so far, and at present 4838 active coronavirus cases were under-
going treatment.

The CMO said 14 COVID-19 deaths were reported in the
city till Thursday  evening taking the toll to 568. He said a total
of 661s3 samples were sent for testing in the district.
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Unhappy at her marriage
being fixed by her parents,

a girl committed suicide by
hanging herself in Majhawan
village under Vidhnu police
station late Wednesday night. 

Rajendra Dwivedsi is
employed as security guard in
a private company. He had
fixed the marriage of his
daughter, Ankita (24). But she
was not happy with her parents’
decision but could not muster
courage to oppose them.

On Wednesday evening,
when her father left for duty
and her mother went to visit a
relative in Ishwariganj, Bithoor,
Ankita hanged herself from the
iron grill in the courtyard late
in the night. On Thursday
morning, when her brother,
Ankur, woke up, he found
Ankita hanging and raised an
alarm. He also informed his
grandfather Kali Prasad and
grandmother Urmila who were
sleeping outside, about the
body. Police recovered a suicide
note in which it was written “I
am not wrong and committing
suicide willingly. Nobody is
responsible for it. God, I should
again be given birth in this
house.”

Station Officer Pushpraj
Singh said as the girl was not
happy with her marriage being
fix by her parents, she com-
mitted suicide.

Meanwhile, a building
material trader was killed
under mysterious circum-
stances in Vidhnu police sta-
tion area. He was identified as
Manoj Kumar (50) of Satbari,
New Azad Nagar, Vidhnu. 

After receiving a call on his
mobile phone, Manoj had gone
out of the house on Wednesday
night and was found hanging
from a tree near Parsauli village
on Thursday morning. The
trader’s wife and son alleged
that he was the murdered. The
police recovered one filled and
one empty liquor bottle, two
glasses, potato chips, two
samoshas and a bicycle from
the spot. 

KANPUR (PNS): On a tip-off,
a joint team of Excise depart-
ment and Sadh police raided an
authorised country-made for-
eign liquor shop and unearthed
manufacture of spurious liquor. 

The police caught two
salesmen red-handed busy
preparing spurious liquor and
recovered huge quantity of
empty bottles, labels and
processed liquor from the spot. 

It is surprising that spuri-
ous liquor is still being made in
Ghatampur police area (now
Sadh police area), the con-
sumption of which had led to
the death of eight people last
year. Excise Inspector Amitraj
had been receiving information
about the manufacture and
sale of adulterated liquor from
a country-made foreign liquor
shop in Kudhni village for the
past several days.  On Thursday
morning, he along with Sadh
police raided the shop and
caught salesmen Amit Kumar
of Parvatkheda (Sadh)
and Santosh Kumar of
Anikheda, Rasoolabad
(Unnao) red-handed preparing
spurious liquor. 

The team recovered
around 100 bottles of processed
liquor, eight thick needles used
in extracting the liquor, 20
empty quarters and around
150 bottle covers from there. 

0���������
��%��
�	'����	
�� ���



���
�������������������� ��� !" #$ ��%&'�()()

�
��� 01�-02,$

The Centre on Thursday
informed the Parliament

that the COVID-19 vaccine
will be made available in India
by the beginning of 2021.

Addressing the Rajya
Sabha over the coronavirus
situation in the country,
Health Minister Dr.
Harshvardhan said that India
is also making efforts like
other nations and three vac-
cine candidates are in differ-
ent phases of clinical trials.

“Three vaccine candidates
(Zydus Cadila, Bharat Biotech,
and the Serum Institute of
India) are in different phases.
Under Prime Minister’s guid-
ance, an expert group is look-
ing at it and there is advanced
planning in place. We are
hopeful that by the start of
next year a vaccine will be
available in India,” the Health
Minister informed the upper

house after a total of four
hours of debate during the last
three days in the Rajya Sabha. 

Harshvardhan’s remarks
come at a time when India has
reported over 50 lakh cases
and people are expecting a
vaccine at the earliest.

On the criticism that
Government made no effort
to tackle the pandemic men-
ace at  early signals,
Harshvardhan stated that the
PM, the ministers, and state
health ministers have been
addressing the situation since
January 8 fighting this battle
together.

He said that detailed advi-
sories had been circulated
even before the first COVID-
19 case was detected in India
on January 30. 

The Union Minister fur-
ther noted that “extensive
contact-tracing was under-
taken” with 162 contacts being
traced to the first case.

Harshvardhan said the
PM has handled Covid-19
“meticulously.” “History will
remember Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for meticu-
lously monitoring the entire
situation himself,” he said.

Responding to Congress
MP Anand Sharma’s query on
how large number of people
was prevented from being
infected, Harshvardhan said
that six scientific agencies
gave scientific data on the
basis of which it was stated the
14-29 lakh cases were pre-
vented by the coronavirus
lockdown. 

While the vaccine candi-
dates undertaken by Zydus
Cadila and Bharat Biotech
have completed phase 1 of
human tests, SII has resumed
its trials after getting clearance
from the Drug Controller
General of India (DGCI). 

SII is the manufacturing
partner of the vaccine candi-
date being developed jointly
by UK-based pharma giant
AstraZeneca and University of
Oxford’s Jenner Institute.

The Pune-based company
is looking after the human
tests being conducted at 17
trial sites across the country.
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The Indian Medical
Association (IMA) has

slammed the Government for
failing to reveal the data on the
number of healthcare staff
who have been affected and
who died from Covid-19,
when the Parliament debated
the issue.

It said that at least 382
doctors across the country
have lost their lives in the line
of duty so far, but Union
Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan could not come up
with the number of fatalities
occurred in the medical fra-
ternity when asked by MP
Binoy Viswam in Parliament
recently.

Besides, the IMA, which
represents a battery of private
doctors from across the coun-
try. also released the data of
the doctors who died due to

Covid-19.
“Health is a state subject.

Such data is not maintained at
Central level,” Vardhan had
told Viswam in a written reply.

In a reaction to Vardhan’s
statement, the IMA said, “If a
government does not maintain
the statistics of total number of
doctors and health care work-
ers infected by Covid-19 and
the statistics of how many of
them sacrificed their life due
to the pandemic, it loses the
moral authority to administer
the Epidemic Act 1897 and the
Disaster Management Act.”

The IMA also stated that
the reply by the Union
Minister also exposes the
hypocrisy of calling the health-
care workers ‘corona warriors’
while denying them and their
families the status and benefits
of martyrdom.

The IMA also expressed
concerns at the huge number

of deaths of doctors and health
care workers.

“Doctors suffered four
times mortality of ordinary cit-
izens, and private practition-
ers suffered eight times mor-
tality on the same scale. To
feign that this information
does not merit the attention of
the nation is abominable,” said
the IMA.

The doctors’ body  also
objected to the statement
made by Ashwini Kumar
Chaubey, Minister of State
(MoS) for Health, that insur-
ance compensation data is not
available with the Union
Government in Parliament.

“IMA finds it strange that
after having formulated an
unfriendly partial insurance
scheme for the bereaved fam-
ilies to struggle with the
ignominy of the Government
disowning them altogether
stares at them,” it added.
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah was on Thursday

discharged from the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS). Earlier in the day,
Shah attended the inaugura-
tion of a water work scheme
under smart city programme
for his Gandhinagar con-
stituency through video con-
ferencing from the Hospital.
He also spoke for more than 10
minutes. 

Shah was admitted in the
hospital on Saturday night fol-

lowing breathing trouble. The
AIIMS bulletin said that Shah
was admitted for a “complete
medical checkup before the
Parliament Session for 1-2
days.” On August 2, he was
admitted to Medanta Hospital
for Covid-19 treatment and
discharged on August 13. But
on August 17, he was admitted
to AIIMs following post
Covid-19 ailments and dis-
charged on August 30.    

The Home Minister is
expected to attend the
Parliament Session in the com-
ing days.
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The CBI has registered a case
against six private compa-

nies based at New Delhi, Jaipur
(Rajasthan), Noida (UP) and
Gurugram (Haryana) and
other unknown persons on a
complaint alleging that these
companies have transmitted
pop ups to the victims’ personal
computers with
warnings/bogus messages
about serious technical prob-
lems including malware infec-
tion in their Microsoft
Windows Systems.

The agency on Thursday
conducted searches at 10 loca-
tions including Jaipur, Delhi,
Noida, Gurugram, Faridabad
and Mainpuri (Uttar Pradesh)

at the premises of the accused
companies and the residential
premises of other related per-
sons.

“The employees of these
companies allegedly advised
the victims to install certain
anti-malwares or anti-virus,
which are essentially PUPs
(Potentially Unwanted
Programs). The victims were
allegedly given the option to
activate PUPs by paying the fee
online or by calling a support
number advertised in the inter-
face of the program. The vic-
tims are fraudulently influ-
enced in this manner and
allegedly fall in their trap to
maintain their systems prop-
erly,” the CBI said in a state-
ment.

It was also alleged that the
victims were made to pay
online by clicking the link on
the interface for resolving the
non-existent problem or when
they ask the call centres to seek
resolution of the fake problems,
it further said.

The accused firms are
Softwill Infotech Private
Limited, New Delhi, Innovana
Thinklabs Limited, Jaipur,
Benovellient Technologies
Private Limited, Noida,
Systweak Software Private
Limited, Jaipur, Saburi TLC
Worldwide Services Pvt. Ltd,
New Delhi and Saburi Global
Services Pvt Ltd, Gurugram.
Some other unknown persons
have also been mentioned as
accused in the FIR.
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Worried over skyrocketing
onion prices in the retail

market, Bangladesh has request-
ed the Modi Government to
withdraw the ban imposed on
its export as soon as possible.

The Government had on
Monday banned the export of
all varieties of onions with
immediate effect to increase
availability and curb prices of
the commodity in the domestic
market. Onion prices in
Bangladesh have touched 200
taka per kg while it is being sold
at �40-45 per kg across India.
Onion traders and political par-
ties including Congress and
NCP are demanding reversal of
the ban order while retailers
expect a �2-5 per kg drop in the
rate due to the export ban.

Expressing deep concern
over the sudden ban on the

export of onions as it directly
affects the supply of essential
food items in market, the
Bangladesh government in a let-
ter dated September 15, request-
ed the Indian High Commission
to convey the message to
authorities in New Delhi and
take necessary measures to
resume onion exports taking
into consideration the excellent
ties between the neighbours.

It pointed out that a secre-
tary-level meeting between the
commerce ministries of the
two countries held on January
15-16, 2020 in Dhaka request-
ed India not to impose export
restriction on essential food
items required by Bangladesh.
The letter said the Bangladesh
side also requested India to
inform Dhaka ahead of time in
case of any event necessitating
such a restriction.

During April-June period,

onion exports to Bangladesh,
India’s largest overseas market
for the key kitchen ingredient,
shot up 147.5% to 1.9 lakh met-
ric tonne. Overall, onion
exports grew 23% during the
same period to 6.8 lakh metric
tonne.

During her visit to India in
October last year after the
onion export ban, Bangladesh
PM Sheikh Hasina had said,
“We are facing some issues
because of the ban on onion
exports from India. I don’t
know why you banned export
of onions. It would have been
better if you had alerted us in
advance so that we could have
sourced onions from other
countries. You banned it sud-
denly and it became a problem
for us).”

Hasina had then said in jest
that she had asked her cook not
to use onions in the kitchen.
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Two days after National
Security Advisor(NSA)

Ajit Doval walked out of a vir-
tual  meeting when his
Pakistani counterpart showed
a wrong political map of
India, the Government on
Thursday told the Parliament
that these maps have no legal
and international validity.

Making this observation
in a written reply in the Rajya
Sabha, minister of state for
external  af fairs  V
Muraleedharan said, a so-
called ‘polit ical  map’ of
Pakistan was unveiled by its

Prime Minister on August
4. It made absurd assertions
and laid untenable claims to
territories in Gujarat and the
Union Territories of Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh,
the minister said

The Government has
rejected Pakistan’s obsession
with territorial aggrandise-
ment supported by cross bor-
der terrorism. 

It has also been empha-
sized that Pakistan should
desist from laying untenable
claims to Indian territories,
which have neither legal
validity nor international
credibility. 

The Minister also said
the government continues to
respond appropriately to
Pakistan’s malicious actions
and propaganda, including
on the issue of Jammu and
Kashmir, at various interna-
tional fora. The question was
asked by BJP MP Jyotiraditya
Scindia.

Taking strong exception
to the provocative act by
Pakistan,  India had on
Tuesday walked out of a meet-
ing of the National Security
Advisors(NSA)of the
Shanghai  Cooperat ion
Organisation(SC0). 

The Ministry of External
Affairs said what Pakistan
did was in “blatant disregard
to host  Russia’s  
advisory”. 
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The Khadi and Village
Industries Commission

(KVIC) extended the benefits
of various employment gener-
ation schemes to nearly 1,500
persons in 10 Indian cities to
celebrate “Sewa Diwas” on
Thursday, marking the birth-
day of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

From Arunachal Pradesh
on the North Eastern Frontier
to Bikaner on the Western
Border and from Chandigarh
and New Delhi in the North to
Madurai and Coimbatore
down South, KVIC organised
14 programs to expand the

ambit of its welfare projects to
create local employment.

Minister of State for
MSME  Pratap Chandra
Sarangi inaugurated a SFUR-
TI Cluster of 500 artisans for
making hand-knotted carpets
in Prayagraj in Uttar Pradesh.
Sarangi lauded the initiatives of
KVIC for empowering artisans
and said this would help realise
the dream of resurgent India.
He said Khadi is playing a big
role in making India
“Aatmanirbhar”.

KVIC Chairman VK
Saxena launched six different
programs in Varanasi, the
Parliamentary constituency of
the Prime Minister. These

include the first Footwear
Training cum Production
Center in Varanasi for leather
artisans (Mochi) in collabora-
tion with Central Footwear
Training Institute (CFTI),
Agra.

Saxena  distributed electric
potter wheels to 300 Kumhar
families under Kumhar
Sashaktikaran Yojana and 200
bee boxes to 20 farmers fami-
lies under Honey Mission. The
KVIC Chairman also distrib-
uted six hand-operated
Agarbatti making machines at
Sewapuri Block in Varanasi
under the Khadi Agarbatti
Aatmanirbhar Mission while
also launching the plantation

of 100 saplings of Bambusa
Tulda, a bamboo species used
for making Agarbatti sticks.
This will lead to local avail-
ability of raw material for
Agarbatti. 

In Delhi, Rajya Sabha MP
and BJP General Secretary
Arun Singh, and  MP from
New Delhi Meenakashi Lekhi
distributed six  innovative
cycle-mounted Tea/Coffee
Selling units under Project
DigniTEA of the KVIC. The
KVIC Chairman said these
cycle-mounted tea/coffee sell-
ing units will enable tea-sellers
to earn a respectable livelihood
while selling the beverages
hygienically.
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Congress leaders Rahul
Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi

and Shashi Tharoor wished
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on his birthday on
Thursday but at the same
time their party also launched
a scathing attack on the PM
over the growing unemploy-
ment in India and held
protests over the issue at sev-
eral places across the country.

The Congress celebrated
the day as  ‘National
Unemployment Day’ to high-
light the jobs lost since the
COVID-19 struck the coun-
try earlier this year. 

Youth Congress workers
in Bhopal demonstrated by
frying fritters and holding
banners such as ‘I am a young
unemployed’. In the national
capital, party workers waved
huge banners with Modi’s

image and mentioning
‘Berojgar Divas’.

“Massive unemployment
has forced the youth to call
t o d a y
#NationalUnemploymentDay
. Employment is dignity. For
how long will the Govt deny
it?,” Rahul, who is currently
out of the country for treat-
ment of his mother and
Congress chief Sonia Gandhi,
tweeted.

Priyanka said the youth
of the country wants that the
Government must hold
exams for Government jobs
on time and the results
should be declared in a fix
time frame. 

She added that  the
Government must create
more job opprtunities and if
the Centre will fail to address
the concerns of the youth
then they will change the
Government.

But Congress chief
spokesperson Randeep
Surjewala made certain
derogatory remarks against
the PM likening him to mon-
keys. Surjewala tweeted from
his official Twitter handle,
“Aab Ki Baar Bandar Ke Hath

Me Ustra Sarkar.”  
This is not the first time

that the Congress has made
derogatory statements against
PM Modi. Congress leader
Arjun Modwadia had also
once compared Modi to a
monkey.
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NEW DELHI: The Centre has
said that if the Supreme Court
decides on the issue of media
regulation then such an exer-
cise should be undertaken with
the digital media first as it has
faster reach and information
has the potential to go viral due
to applications like WhatsApp,
Twitter and Facebook.

The Government told the
apex court that sufficient
framework and judicial pro-
nouncements exist for the elec-
tronic and the print media.

“Considering the serious
impact and the potential, it is
desirable that if this court
decides to undertake the exer-
cise, it should first be under-
taken with regard to digital
media as there already exists
sufficient framework and judi-
cial pronouncements with
regard to electronic media and
print media,” said the counter
affidavit, filed by the Ministry
of Information and
Broadcasting. PTI
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The Delhi Metro
incurred a loss

of revenue of
�1,609 crore due
to the lockdown
followed by
Bangalore metro
with �170 crore.
Lucknow, Chennai
and Kochi metros
have incurred loss-
es of � 90 crore,
�80 crore and �34
crore respectively.

As per the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs’
data tabled in the Upper House
on Thursday, a total loss of
�1,983 crore was incurred in
five cities due to closure of
metro rail services amid the
coronavirus pandemic. Metro
services, which were shut on
March 22 to contain the spread
of novel coronavirus, resumed
on September 7 in a phased
manner. Full-fledged normal
operations resumed on
September 12.

Replying to impact on loan
repayment by various metro

rail networks due to the lock-
down, Union Housing and
Urban Affairs Hardeep Singh
Puri said that loan was paid as
per their schedule. During the
lockdown period, he said,
preparatory work like detailed
designing, preparation of ten-
der schedule and finalisation of
tenders, among other things,
had been carried out by the
Delhi metro.

According to metro rail
officials, metro projects have
two sources of steady revenue
– farebox, which accounts for
almost 80 to 90 per cent of the
revenue- ticketing, passes, sales.
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As many as 35 judges were
appointed to the Supreme

Court while 557 new judges
were appointed and 483 addi-
tional judges made permanent
in various High Courts in the
country between 2014 to 2020,
the government informed the
Rajya Sabha.

In a written reply to a
question, Minister for Law and
Justice Ravi Shankar Prasad
said the number of computer-
ized District and Subordinate
courts has increased from
13,672 in 2014 to 16,845 as on
September 14, 2020, registering
an increase of 3,173. 

He said a new and user-
friendly version of Case
Information Software 

has been developed and
deployed at all the computer-
ized District and Subordinate
Courts. 

All stakeholders includ-
ing Judicial Officers can access
information relating to judicial
proceedings/decisions of com-
puterized District &
Subordinate Courts and High
Courts on the National Judicial
Data Grid (NJDG) as on
September 14, 2020.

The minister informed

that eCourt services such as
details of case registration,
cause lists, case status, daily
orders and final judgments
are available to litigants and
advocates through the eCourts
web portal, Judicial Service
Centres (JSC) in all comput-
erized courts, eCourts Mobile
App, email service, SMS push
and pull services. 

“Video conferencing facil-
ity has been enabled between
3,240 court complexes and
1,272 corresponding jails,” he
said.

“From May 1, 2014 to
September 14, 2020, 35 Judges
were appointed in Supreme
Court. 557 new Judges were
appointed and 483 Additional
Judges were made permanent
in the High Courts. Sanctioned
strength of Judges of High
Courts has been increased
from 906 in May, 2014 to 1079
currently,” he said.

The sanctioned and work-
ing strength of Judicial Officers
in District and Subordinate
Courts has increased from
19,518 and 15,115 respective-
ly as on December 31, 2013,
while the sanctioned strength
of judges on September 15,
2020 is 24,203 and the work-
ing strength is 19,171.
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Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray will

lay the foundation stone for the
350 ft statue of late Babasaheb
Ambedkar raised as part of the
grand memorial for the late
architect of Indian Constitution
being developed at the Indu
Mills compound at Dadar in
north-central Mumbai, 
on Friday.

Five years after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi laid
foundation stone of late
Ambedkar’s grand memorial,
Uddhav will kick-start the work
on building of a statue of the
iconic Dalit leader.

Friday’s will be the biggest
state government programme
to be held during the lockdown
period. Apart from Uddhav
and deputy chief minister Ajit
Pawar, many of the ministers in
his Cabinet will attend the
programme which will 
be as per various social dis-

tancing norms.      
The work on the con-

struction of the Ambedkar had
been hanging fire for the first
four years. To be developed by
the state-run Mumbai
Metropolitan Region
Development Authority
(MMRDA), the memorial will
cost Rs 1,089 crore as per the
revised estimates. On its part,
the MMRDA has already start-
ed the  construction. 

Excavation and piling work
has been completed, while the
work on the auditorium base-
ment comprising two-floors
below its framework has been
completed.

The height of Dr
Ambedkar’s statue, which was
earlier proposed to be of the
height of 250 feet, will now be
350 feet.  The statue will be
erected on a pedestal of the
height of 100 feet. In essence,
the collective height of the
bronze statue will be 450 feet.

There will be elements of

the Buddhist architecture in the
Ambedkar memorial, which is
coming up on a 12 acre plot of
land. 

While 68 per cent of the
land will be open lawn, there
will be a training centre that
can accommodate 400 people,
a state-art auditorium and a
museum-cum-exhibition hall
at the memorial.

Trees will be planted on
‘parikrama’ as a median to
segregate the inward and out-
ward visitor movement. It will
also provide shade to the visi-
tors. In addition, the viewing
gallery width will have a ded-
icated upward and downward
movement by providing railing
in between. Also, customised
LED lights will be installed.

It may be recalled that
October 11, 2015, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi laid
the foundation stone for the
grand memorial of Babasaheb
Ambedkar at the Indu Mills
compound.
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After months of uncer-
tainty and speculation,
the Indian Premier
League (IPL) is all set to
start; outside the coun-

try of its origin and minus the
shrieking fans. Everyone, even its
critics and detractors, admits to its
stupendous popularity. For most of
its supporters and fans, it is an event
almost of national importance, no
less than the General Elections. In
fact, a year ago, a large majority of
Indians were simultaneously sub-
jected to two kinds of spectacles:
one in the sports arena and the
other in the political playing field.
The dates for both overlapped for
a period of one month as the grand
spectacle of the IPL (March 23-May
12, 2019) coincided with the heat
and dust generated by the General
Elections. The Code of Conduct
was immediately effective after the
dates for the elections were
announced on March 10, 2019. In
between the elections, the din over
the IPL rose to a crescendo and cli-
maxed with the final in which the
Mumbai Indians defeated Chennai
Super Kings at a “neutral” venue in
Hyderabad. As the great excitement
over IPL subsided, all hell broke
loose over the no-holds-barred
election campaigns. There is no
doubt about the ephemerality and
inconsequentiality of the first, nor
about the epochal nature of the sec-
ond. And yet, many cricket fans
think otherwise. 

With the pandemic and econo-
my playing havoc, and none of the
venues in India playing host, the
event may have already lost its usual
sheen. Also, the forthcoming elec-
tions in Bihar are no match for the
national polls last year. Yet, now that
both the events are round the cor-
ner, it is a good time to reflect on
how both affect the public psyche.
For cricket has always been seen,
at least in the former colonies, as a
weapon for political dominance or
even as an instrument to fight back
dominance; any reader of CLR
James’ Beyond the Boundary would
know that. Until the advent of IPL,
cricket was about national teams
and races. As James says,
“Cricket…had plunged” him “into
politics long before [he] was aware
of it. When [he] did turn to poli-
tics, [he] did not have too much to
learn.” What lessons in politics does
the IPL proffer?

The Election Commission lays
down the rules of the game in the
Model Code of Conduct. The IPL

follows most of the rules laid
down by the International
Cricket Council (ICC). During
the IPL and also the General
Elections, many of these rules
were flouted, decidedly or
allegedly. The IPL cricketers,
drawn from across cricket-play-
ing nations, were bought and
sold much before the event.
Apparently, inconsequent to the
followers of the game, the prices,
sometimes incommensurate
with the reputation of many
players, were headlined. Many
high profile players and erst-
while heroes were left unsold or
sold late. Political parties also
tried to highlight names of
politicians who crossed over
from their rivals’ party. There
seemed to be a competition of
sorts to rope in glamorous crick-
eters or film stars from Chennai
and Mumbai, from Bhojpuri to
Tamil stars. Many of them even
floated new parties for the cause
of democracy, freedom of
expression and so on.

In a certain sense, they were
engaged in completely different
practices; in another sense, they
shared certain commonalities,
especially in the visual space of
the electronic media. The high
octane media coverage, with
experts in both “fields” crying
themselves hoarse regarding the
current performances, strategies
and forecasts, was common to
both the arenas. A few IPL spe-
cialists like Gautam Gambhir,
who until last year were com-
menting both on cricket and
political matters, jumped into
the fray, hoping to prove their
political prowess.

But, of course, the man in the
street took a keen interest in
both, while the satellite channels

made merry with increased
TRPs and phenomenal com-
mercial gains. In the back-
ground of both, the Balakot
airstrikes fed the emotions
directly and indirectly: directly
in the political arena of elections,
and indirectly by the absence of
cricketers from Pakistan.

For one thing, the IPL is not
about national teams. No one
cares which country the players
come from. The jerseys are of
individual franchises and one
looks in vain for the nationali-
ty behind the jersey in case the
player happens to be one of the
lesser-known. No, IPL is not
about nations and nationalism.
Nor is it about parochialism. The
teams are named after cities but
even the Indian players are not
from these cities. They could
well be from the city of the rival
team. Sourav Ganguly can be the
coach of Delhi Daredevils play-
ing against the Kolkata Knight
Riders for whom he had earlier
played and whose coach he had
eventually become. Shah Rukh
Khan (a Delhiite) living in
Mumbai is the owner of Kolkata
Knight Riders. The same kind of
fuzzing of identities is seen even
among spectators. 

Talking of Shah Rukh Khan
brings to mind the two sets of
affiliation leading to a triangu-
lar bonding. Politics and
Bollywood, politics and cricket,
and cricket and Bollywood. For
decades, Prime Ministers have
made it a point to pose with win-
ning cricket teams and cricket-
ing heroes. But these are about
winning international tourna-
ments like the World Cup.
Seldom does one see politi-
cians in IPL events. Last year,
around the time of the General

Elections, many actors posed
with major politicians. One of
the X-factors in popularising IPL
was that popular film stars like
Shah Rukh Khan and Preity
Zinta  owned franchises. 

Whereas communal-based
politics is the order of the day,
cricket and Bollywood, at least
superficially seen, symbolise
communal amity. Last year,
exactly at a time when commu-
nal identities were dominating
electoral arithmetic, and politi-
cians were busy dividing and
stereotyping people with a cer-
tain kind of facial hair, Indian
cricketers had broken down
this identity divide by almost all
of them flaunting facial hair. 

Such is the privileging of
cricket over other sports. The
one cricketing spectacle that
the spectators in the subconti-
nent look forward to is the
Indo-Pak encounter during
which rabid nationalism rises to
the fore. IPL, in contrast, is one
of the rarest sports spectacles
which completely subverts oth-
erwise ubiquitous nationalist
and parochial discourses. The
one puzzle that social psychol-
ogists need to sort out and
explain is how the same people
can be so deeply involved in two
kinds of spectacles, one
entrenched in rabid nationalist
discourse and another which is
aggressively internationalist.
This year, some of these ques-
tions will be tested against the
backdrop of the Assembly elec-
tions in Bihar.

(The writer is a well-known
scholar; he is the former head

of Dept. Of English, Delhi
University and author of books

such as Tenth Rasa and 
The Will to Argue)
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Sir — India must prepare to
export agricultural products to
accomplish the two aspirational
goals set by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi: double the
income of farmers and achieve
the aim of a $5 trillion economy,
which seem rather far-fetched
now. Indian traders encounter
several hurdles in exporting
agricultural products and we
need the Government’s diligent
intervention and support. India
needs to chalk out a strategic plan
and ensure increased percentage
from 2.2 per cent to 5 per cent
in global trade before 2025.

Rahul Chouhan
Ujjain

������������������	��

Sir — The rapid progression of
COVID-19 has sent India’s con-
firmed cases beyond the sombre
five million mark. It now
accounts for about one-sixth of
the total global cases. This also
means that one in every 260 peo-
ple in India is infected with the
virus. The exponential growth is
borne out by the fact that it has
taken just 11 days for the cases
to rise from four to five million.

These are official figures; the true
figures could be far higher.

India is among the few coun-
tries where there has been no
flattening of the curve. It is pro-
jected that India will emerge as
the country with the most num-
ber of infections in a matter of
weeks. So far, more than 82,000
people have died from the virus.

Yet the Government’s reply to
“unstarred” questions in the

Parliament has been lacklustre.
It further claims it has no data on
the number of deaths of migrant
labourers. It has not cleared
GST dues to cash-strapped states
and is being secretive about PM
CARES Fund. Derek O’Brien 
of Trinamool Congress rightly
described it as the “PM CARE
LESS Fund”.

G David Milton
Maruthancode

����������������
Sir — Member of Parliament and
veteran actor Jaya Bachchan was
praised by many in Bollywood
for raising her voice against
those defaming the Hindi film
industry. Her remarks came a
day after BJP’s Lok Sabha MP
and Bhojpuri actor Ravi Kishan
said that there was a problem of
drug addiction in the film indus-

try. Bachchan disagreed with
these claims. She said that the
film industry had been ridiculed
by social media and the Central
Government must protect and
support it. While many within
the industry praised the actor for
speaking up against the negativ-
ity surrounding the industry
since Sushant Singh Rajput’s
death, fact is they didn’t collec-
tively campaign against mindless
vilification or try to restore their
credibility. Had not Bachchan
raised her voice, the industry
would have kept silent. 

Bhagwan Thadani
Mumbai

������������������	
Sir — The Supreme Court has
strictly prohibited showing the
remaining episodes of Sudarshan
TV’s Bindas Bol programme as its
objective was to “vilify Muslims.”
The claims made by the channel
also question the credibility of
UPSC examinations. The media
must be responsible and take
appropriate measures to not pro-
mote oligarchy.

M N Alam 
Saharanpur
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Infants and children — naked, hungry, crying,
sleeping in overcrowded trucks, on the
shoulders of their tired parents and caretak-

ers. These were some of the heart-breaking pic-
tures that emerged as everyday lives were disrupt-
ed following the COVID lockdown put in place
in March across India. The multiple fault lines
of our societal order were more visible than ever
as migrant workers and their families were seen
out on the roads across major cities, while the
rest of us took to working from home. This was
not “a long walk to freedom”. It was a walk back
home through a terrain that was as indifferent
as it was strange. It was reverse migration, a story
of lost livelihoods and ever-increasing struggles.
For some, it was a walk to their deaths.

As we battle the Coronavirus and its varied
impacts on our lives, it is important that we do
not lose sight of these fault lines. It has especial-
ly hit the families of workers in the unorganised
sector, who do not have adequate social protec-
tion, support and additionally find it hard to pro-
vide adequate care to their children. 

One of the casualties of the lockdown was
the slew of programmes tackling malnutrition.
As per the National Family Health Survey-4
(2015-16), 21 per cent children below the age of
five in India were undernourished, 91.4 per cent
of the children aged six to 23 months did not
receive an adequate diet, one in three (38 per
cent) of children under five years of age was
stunted, one in five (21 per cent) of the children
was wasted, 36 per cent were underweight. The
lockdown resulted in a more dire situation where
the resulting socio-economic impacts, the clos-
ing down of anganwadi centres and the resource
crunch minimised the likelihood of availability
of food to counter malnutrition.

These intersecting impacts of poverty, gen-
der discrimination, caste and class differences,
violence, issues of availability and accessibility of
services to the young child and lack of profes-
sionalisation of childcare workers are brought to
the fore in the State of the Young Child in India
(SOYC) report, that Mobile Creches, an organ-
isation working for early childhood development
(ECD), released recently. While the report was
finalised before the pandemic hit the world, it
nevertheless offers important insights into the sta-
tus of India’s children under six years of age —
who form over 13 per cent of the country’s pop-
ulation — in addition to a critical examination
of legislative frameworks designed to address
their needs. The report also goes beyond a
homogenising understanding of the child, as it
emphasises various disadvantaged categories
within this age group and the dire situation they
are in. It calls for specific interventions for each
vulnerable category, otherwise it results in a risk
of lifelong consequences of deprivation.

The results emerging from the indexing can
be used to draw out good practices from top per-
formers like Kerala and Goa and turning more
attention towards the poor-performing regions
and States like Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar
and Madhya Pradesh. With recommendations
stemming from exhaustive analysis, it can also
enable in envisioning a post-pandemic world
where the issues of marginalisation and neglect
receive due attention and policy intervention. 

The Integrated Child Development Services

scheme (ICDS), the world’s largest
programme catering to children,
requires recalibration for it suffers
from design and capacity deficits, does
not adequately address the components
of care and early education and is still
a long way from reaching the most mar-
ginalised in an effective and equitable
manner.

The youngest child is often the
most invisible and exceptionally vulner-
able. This calls for tapping development
opportunities in this young age that can
set a healthy foundation for life.
Investment in ECD not only has the
potential to enhance individual capac-
ity and economic growth, it also pro-
vides an opening for women empow-
erment by recognising the overlapping
rights of women and children and
bringing in State interventions and
increased budgetary allocations. 

The SOYC report recognises the
biological role in care-giving yet ques-
tions the gendered stereotypes that
result in an undue burden on the moth-
er. In the unorganised sector especial-
ly, women are bogged down by a triple
burden — the responsibility of child-
care, work outside the home that most-
ly entails unequal access to the market,
longer working hours, unhealthy work-
ing environment and lesser wages,
and the household work as well. Often,
young children are seen lying or roam-
ing around these unsafe work sites since
these women are deprived of materni-
ty or childcare benefits. This weak sup-
port system compromises their ability
to provide quality care to the
infant/child. Therefore, it is important
that where families are unable to pro-

vide due childcare, compounded by
their multiple issues, the State steps in
as an enabler. As the sole scheme to
cater to the needs of children of women
engaged in the informal sector, the
Government-sponsored National
Créche Scheme has actually seen a
reduction in the number of creches,
with only 7,930 of them functional
across the country in 2019, which trans-
lates into one creche per 21,000 chil-
dren. The scheme needs to be re-imag-
ined and strengthened with serious
revision of the budget, and this can also
be supplemented by a phased conver-
sion of anganwadis into anganwadi-
cum-creches.

The pandemic-induced lockdown
witnessed a rare visibility of anganwa-
di and ASHA(Accredited Social Health
Activist) workers as they emerged to be
the first line of defence in dealing with
the contagion. However, as the SOYC
report notes, they are otherwise mar-
ginalised — not seen as a professional
cadre, treated as part-time workers, paid
well below the minimum wages in most
States. There is a pressing need for their
critical role in the childcare ecosystem
to be recognised, acknowledged, pro-
fessionalised and for their remuneration
to be in line with their responsibilities.
The professionalisation of this service
will also mean adequate training of
these workers and can strengthen the
Early Childhood Care and Education
(ECCE) component, which remains a
weak focus of the ICDS. 

All children in the ages of three to
six should have a right to quality
ECCE, irrespective of whether they are
located at anganwadi centres, pre-pri-

mary sections of Government, private
schools or any other pre-school centres.

For the country, prioritising ECD
can translate into fulfilment of
Sustainable Development Goals and its
international commitment towards
child rights. While data paucity on mul-
tiple dimensions of child well-being
hampered the indexing process and a
more accurate insight in certain areas,
the budgetary analysis through nation-
al-level data and allocations to States
brings forth issues of inadequate allo-
cation, under-utilisation, lack of man-
agement capacity to cater to the needs
of children. 

The per child expenditure in the
country for 2018-19 was an abysmally
low figure of �1,723. This must be
enhanced to �1.25 trillion annually to
cover funding gaps and ensure holistic
interventions. This approach has the
potential to bring in returns that would
exceed budgetary spends on any alter-
native welfare programme. 

Coronavirus has significantly
altered the way we thought of our lives,
our work and our very support systems.
It has taught us lessons, tragic ones at
that. 

Yet, it is in this moment that we
must recognise the deprivations, neglect
and exclusion that mar equitable access
of various vulnerable groups, including
children, to essential services. Let our
children, including those at the margins
of territory, identity, services, social and
economic interventions, find them-
selves capable for the future.

(The writer is Executive Director at
Mobile Creches and an early childhood
development activist)
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Fly ash, a by-product of coal-fired
electricity-generating power
plants, has always been a predom-

inant challenge for the environment, as
its unsafe disposal or ineffective recy-
cling can pose a direct threat to the
quality of the air we breathe. Such is our
dependence on thermal power plants
for energy that apart from the air pol-
lution caused by these behemoths, the
fly ash is also compromising other
aspects of our environment. 

For instance, the breach of the fly
ash dyke at the Vindhyachal NTPC
Super Thermal Power Station in
Singrauli district of Madhya Pradesh in
October 2019 led to the seeping of near-
ly 35 lakh metric tonnes of fly ash into
the Govind Vallabh Pant Sagar,  pop-
ularly known as the Rihand water reser-
voir. The Essar power plant at Mahan

in the same district, too, saw breaches
in its fly ash dykes leading to its seep-
age into the environment.

The huge level of water pollution
triggered by the seepage of fly ash into
the Rihand reservoir raised a red flag
and the National Green Tribunal
(NGT) imposed an interim penalty of
�10 crore on the NTPC and Essar after
reviewing the ground report filed by its
committee. Additionally, the NGT
also rapped the Lanco-Anpara power
plant to stem the excess ash pond flow
into the reservoir. The fly ash caused
soil pollution, too, due to which agri-
cultural land became infertile and
standing crops suffered. 

Thanks to the fly ash pollution, the
levels of mercury in the soil, air and
water spiked besides causing health
complications for local communities as
the Rihand reservoir is a source of
drinking water for many. All these
adverse developments took place
despite the existence of statutory noti-
fications from the Ministry of
Environment, Forests and Climate
Change (MoEFCC) under the
Environment Protection Act (EPA) that
mandates a 100 per cent utilisation of
fly ash.

However, the full extent of the
damage caused by the fly ash pond
breach has come to light now thanks
to a new report submitted recently by
the joint committee comprising the
Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) and the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Roorkee. The report
estimated that the fly ash breach by
Essar Power Limited caused damages
worth �7.35 crore while the damage
inflicted by the fly ash dyke breach at
the NTPC plant was pegged at a
whopping �104 crore. The committee
based its damage estimations on two
parameters: One was the Green House

Gas (GHG) emissions caused by the
clean-up operations and two the extent
of water pollution due to ash overflow. 

The use of diesel during the clean-
up operations caused the carbon foot-
print to spike, leading to the damage
estimation spiking as well. Similarly, the
fly ash infusion into the water bodies
led to heavy metals and suspended
solids leaching into the  water. This, too,
was translated into cost and added to
the damages.

Thermal power stations are still the
mainstay of our power sector with
renewable sources of energy being
nowhere near the required potential to
take over as primary sources of our
needs. Moreover, the opening up of the
coal sector for mining to private play-
ers, besides nixing of the mandatory
coal-washing requirements, is set to
increase the production of fly ash in the
future. 

Already the ash ponds are over-
flowing across the nation due to
increasing output and decreasing util-
isation. As a result, the dykes are fre-
quently breaking, leading to the ash pol-
luting the nearby fields and water bod-
ies. 

The last 10 years saw the ash ponds

contain a humongous 627 million
tonnes of unused material. This is three
times the fly ash being generated per
year today, which is 200 million tonnes
per annum. The close of 2019 saw an
unused fly ash stock quantity of 1,647
million tonnes in India, which is eight
times the annual generation quantity. 

This is despite the fact that India
has the regulations in place that man-
date 100 per cent usage of fly ash and
there is technology available to put this
into action. Yet we are still far from a
“full utilisation status.” 

The Government-driven initia-
tive to promote the use of fly ash in the
construction material industry has
not been a spectacular success as red
bricks continue to be sold and used in
open violation of the Government’s
rules that ban them. Bricks are made
out of top soil which is a precious part
of our environment. An inch of top soil
takes 500,000 years to form as it essen-
tially involves the breaking down and
erosion of rock. 

If the Government cannot shut the
countless red brick kilns that can be
seen dotting the countryside, it cannot
promote the use of fly ash in the build-
ing material industry. The buyer will

have no option but to continue with the
traditional red brick, which is easily
available. Once the red brick produc-
tion and supply chain is broken, it will
not only save the top soil but also stem
the pollution caused by these kilns as
they use diesel and sugarcane waste as
fuel.

Fly ash can be successfully used to
produce bricks in combination with
gypsum or lime. The resultant brick is
not only eco-friendly but lighter and
stronger. Technologies are available
today that use compressed natural gas
(CNG), an eco-friendly fuel, to fire
autoclaves or huge ovens to manufac-
ture fly ash bricks. Each autoclave can
manufacture 22,000 fly ash-lime bricks
in an eight-hour span. 

So, if the thermal power plants in
the country were mandated with a tar-
get to produce a certain quantity of
bricks using the autoclave technology,
then the problem of excess fly ash
would disappear. There are ways to
ensure full utilisation of fly ash; only a
strong political will is required to
implement the rules that have been put
in place for this.

(The writer is an environmental
journalist)
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Script Open High Low LTP
DRREDDY 4700.00 4845.00 4657.20 4826.60
RELIANCE 2319.00 2334.40 2293.00 2299.35
HDFCBANK 1088.00 1094.35 1077.85 1083.25
IDEA 11.36 11.43 11.11 11.27
TATAMOTORS 150.90 150.90 146.20 147.60
HCLTECH 796.90 817.45 789.35 808.00
BRITANNIA 3844.50 3890.00 3795.25 3813.20
SBIN 197.00 198.00 195.05 195.50
INFY 996.00 1020.60 994.65 1010.65
CIPLA 753.00 761.55 746.65 752.05
ZEEL 215.25 224.60 215.20 221.15
KOTAKBANK 1322.00 1326.50 1301.50 1305.30
INDUSINDBK 612.70 624.65 610.85 617.40
ITC 180.80 181.60 177.85 178.55
HDFCAMC 2287.00 2331.65 2251.00 2259.80
BAJFINANCE 3493.45 3515.80 3457.00 3469.80
BANDHANBNK 302.50 309.10 300.80 305.30
APOLLOHOSP 1699.00 1787.10 1684.85 1777.35
MARUTI 7059.00 7114.00 6944.40 7085.55
JBCHEPHARM 969.10 1145.15 965.50 1068.40
LT 918.80 918.80 905.00 906.30
ICICIBANK 369.50 371.50 367.40 368.90
TCS 2487.00 2495.00 2452.60 2460.05
WIPRO 307.00 316.70 307.00 311.65
MCX 1686.00 1789.00 1651.30 1761.15
GAIL 91.50 91.85 90.55 90.70
ASIANPAINT 2005.00 2045.00 1999.75 2008.40
ASHOKLEY 78.00 79.20 76.85 78.30
IDFCFIRSTB 31.70 32.35 31.50 31.95
TATASTEEL 404.00 407.40 393.40 398.70
LAURUSLABS 1347.20 1425.00 1342.45 1405.50
STAR 699.00 732.00 690.60 728.05
TECHM 785.00 811.30 781.00 786.95
DIVISLAB 3244.35 3264.00 3201.90 3211.15
MINDTREE 1261.10 1281.10 1241.35 1274.25
BHARTIARTL 481.00 485.00 474.10 478.85
PVR 1251.00 1263.10 1214.00 1222.45
SUNPHARMA* 517.00 521.80 510.60 511.85
CADILAHC 388.90 396.40 384.60 394.20
ADANIGREEN 670.00 675.00 650.00 666.90
ONGC 73.85 74.30 72.90 73.10
AUROPHARMA 827.90 827.90 808.80 811.05
DLF 163.00 163.00 156.40 156.80
IBULHSGFIN 186.00 188.65 180.50 181.65
TATAPOWER 57.50 58.15 56.40 56.70
SAIL 38.10 39.50 37.60 38.15
BAJAJ-AUTO 2965.00 3030.95 2965.00 3019.30
M&M 632.00 643.40 628.20 637.15
IGL 410.50 423.05 406.65 418.25
COLPAL 1424.80 1424.80 1394.00 1397.45
JSWSTEEL 286.60 288.75 283.25 287.05
VINATIORGA 1219.90 1306.25 1189.80 1286.00
TORNTPHARM 2846.00 2877.00 2824.75 2838.45
AXISBANK 442.00 446.20 439.35 442.85
HINDALCO 183.35 183.35 175.50 175.80
COALINDIA 123.90 125.90 123.60 124.30
TATACONSUM 541.80 552.00 533.60 548.25
FRETAIL 101.25 101.95 99.00 99.95
JINDALSTEL 199.00 203.95 198.55 202.10
METROPOLIS 1947.90 1988.75 1920.00 1925.00
BANKBARODA 45.85 46.30 45.50 45.60
ADANIENT 295.80 300.40 292.15 293.25
EDELWEISS 74.10 74.10 70.55 71.15
BAJAJFINSV 6111.00 6125.95 5991.00 6006.60
HDFC 1755.00 1770.95 1737.05 1744.35
APOLLOTYRE 128.95 135.35 127.20 134.60
DEEPAKNI 854.45 871.30 840.00 846.50
UBL 1031.50 1073.00 1021.25 1038.60
RBLBANK 184.00 185.30 182.50 183.65
BIOCON 439.95 444.75 433.00 442.10
GMM 5805.90 5805.90 5258.45 5395.80
ACC 1389.00 1413.00 1384.90 1410.10
TITAN 1177.35 1191.00 1168.75 1182.55
INDIAMART 5140.00 5146.85 4922.00 4953.15
NAUKRI 3510.20 3615.45 3497.30 3515.30
LINDEINDIA 818.00 859.90 816.00 827.90
LUPIN 1015.05 1045.45 1012.10 1037.95
ESCORTS 1247.00 1259.20 1236.15 1244.00
EXIDEIND 166.00 167.90 163.45 167.40
EICHERMOT 2162.95 2162.95 2126.00 2145.35
SRTRANSFIN 657.70 660.85 646.95 653.60
HINDUNILVR 2137.00 2143.50 2122.65 2127.80
SRF 4305.00 4475.00 4305.00 4392.35
NTPC 89.25 89.50 88.25 88.60
L&TFH 65.20 66.20 64.00 64.70
MGL 908.30 917.80 904.30 911.25
INDIGO 1319.50 1337.70 1310.00 1326.85
BPCL 413.00 419.00 412.20 415.50
GLENMARK 499.80 502.90 486.00 492.35
MPHASIS 1297.90 1364.00 1275.00 1353.80
BOSCHLTD 13280.00 13280.00 12782.00 12972.05
GRASIM 724.00 738.70 716.80 724.85
BANKINDIA 46.10 46.45 45.05 45.40
COFORGE 2132.00 2271.00 2132.00 2257.20
CHOLAFIN 238.00 243.15 237.50 239.15
PEL 1356.00 1388.00 1342.45 1376.35
VEDL 134.00 135.00 133.15 134.30
UPL 526.90 536.95 521.00 530.40
GODREJCP 706.00 722.50 703.90 708.90
TATAELXSI 1265.15 1291.10 1258.10 1283.30
FEDERALBNK 53.20 53.85 52.40 52.70
TATACHEM 301.00 302.00 295.00 298.75
DMART 2142.00 2165.00 2133.65 2138.40
BATAINDIA 1325.00 1348.15 1316.00 1329.65
JUBLFOOD 2382.25 2414.55 2365.85 2408.45
JINDALSAW 70.00 74.90 69.80 71.05
AMARAJABAT 771.10 780.25 762.75 774.65
PTC 52.30 52.60 49.45 50.60

BSOFT 198.00 203.85 192.00 193.85
BHEL 35.80 35.80 35.00 35.15
ULTRACEMCO 3973.40 4021.00 3947.15 3965.25
CUMMINSIND 482.70 490.90 474.30 488.40
BLISSGVS 154.80 155.15 151.15 152.55
HEROMOTOCO 3048.00 3098.45 3040.00 3062.05
LTI 2690.00 2759.70 2686.00 2732.85
LICHSGFIN 301.00 307.45 297.80 306.40
IEX 209.90 212.80 205.85 207.55
DABUR 512.00 512.00 501.30 502.35
ASTRAZEN 4315.00 4318.30 4224.15 4245.40
MOTHERSUMI 123.40 124.20 121.00 121.85
SBICARD 850.00 858.00 843.50 850.85
NMDC 92.90 92.90 87.65 88.15
SUNTV 478.20 483.45 470.40 474.15
INFRATEL 200.75 200.75 195.60 196.30

BALKRISIND 1368.95 1388.60 1358.10 1380.80
JUSTDIAL 388.00 393.05 380.90 384.55
IPCALAB 2200.00 2235.80 2130.00 2147.85
HINDPETRO 195.40 197.40 193.25 196.85
PAGEIND 18825.80 19239.95 18701.40 19010.30
PETRONET 237.50 237.50 232.60 233.80
M&MFIN 137.00 140.05 135.20 136.10
IOC 82.70 82.80 81.45 81.80
AMBUJACEM 218.50 222.65 217.35 220.20
ITDC 270.00 273.10 263.50 270.15
ADVENZYMES 234.65 249.90 234.65 246.35
CYIENT 417.90 425.10 408.00 418.20
NESTLEIND 16240.00 16299.00 16098.55 16121.85
AMBER 1983.05 2037.95 1963.85 1979.70
IDFC 32.10 34.00 32.10 32.50
BAJAJCON 183.50 194.00 183.10 192.10
MARICO 365.60 368.90 360.50 361.60
RADICO 455.10 462.00 445.35 457.55
SBILIFE 866.00 866.00 852.70 854.85
PIIND 2040.00 2050.50 2014.50 2030.40
GRANULES 366.00 373.65 362.50 364.00
MUTHOOTFIN 1144.00 1144.00 1115.00 1124.95
IRCON 83.00 87.70 83.00 86.90
PIDILITIND 1492.95 1516.45 1468.85 1471.95
VOLTAS 686.00 698.40 684.10 693.25
DISHTV 14.25 14.59 14.01 14.04
COROMANDEL 816.05 834.95 801.00 816.50
ADANIPORTS 351.75 355.50 345.05 346.40
SUDARSCHEM 484.00 503.00 482.40 488.55
AFFLE 3044.70 3130.00 2861.35 3037.45
APLLTD 964.80 986.05 960.00 974.25
INFIBEAM 81.10 82.10 78.20 79.20
RECLTD 109.00 110.00 108.30 108.60
CANBK 100.00 100.25 99.15 99.55
DHANUKA 811.95 839.35 800.50 823.80
ADANIGAS 203.00 204.85 199.80 200.30
SYNGENE 558.70 564.30 551.60 559.45
POWERGRID 171.20 171.55 167.95 168.35
UJJIVAN 230.00 231.55 222.10 222.70
CANFINHOME 442.00 445.30 430.05 434.40
INDIACEM 127.50 130.00 125.50 128.00
INTELLECT 201.80 219.00 201.80 215.70
ENGINERSIN 68.00 70.55 67.65 69.55
SOUTHBANK 7.23 7.27 7.01 7.05
NATIONALUM 34.50 34.60 33.70 34.40
CEATLTD 952.00 964.75 941.45 947.90
BALRAMCHIN 154.20 161.75 153.50 158.85
CESC 675.00 676.75 649.00 656.20
SONATSOFTW 317.15 338.65 316.85 337.30
TV18BRDCST 30.55 32.50 30.40 32.10
MEGH 81.00 83.40 80.20 82.85
BEL 102.95 104.85 102.50 103.50
NAVINFLUOR 2148.00 2184.00 2105.00 2117.10
FSL 71.85 73.95 71.55 73.35
BHARATFORG 479.35 482.95 469.35 478.80
KPITTECH 97.40 106.35 96.00 104.30
GNFC 211.50 217.10 207.00 214.75
MRF 59697.40 59720.00 59116.75 59517.80
TATAMTRDVR 66.50 66.60 64.60 65.30
HAVELLS 679.00 688.45 676.00 682.05
SHREECEM 20400.00 20400.00 19800.00 19876.05
BBTC 1435.00 1481.70 1415.40 1423.60
MANAPPURAM 161.70 161.75 158.45 160.30
CONCOR 388.00 392.60 385.10 387.95
RELAXO 675.50 692.85 660.00 669.60
AJANTPHARM 1524.00 1559.75 1511.00 1541.00
PFC 94.70 95.95 94.05 94.65
NATCOPHARM 775.00 789.90 765.10 776.45
DIXON 9987.95 10080.00 9710.10 9744.20
SANOFI 8849.00 8876.70 8640.05 8711.05
ZYDUSWELL 1900.00 1910.95 1839.00 1867.95
HDFCLIFE 594.40 597.10 588.60 592.65
BIRLACORPN 705.20 724.80 704.15 708.75
FINEORG 3075.00 3095.90 2905.00 2938.65
HAWKINCOOK 5195.20 5500.00 5190.00 5445.25
TVSMOTOR 462.00 465.60 454.80 457.15

ABBOTINDIA 16586.00 17100.00 16361.55 16441.55
MFSL 619.00 625.00 606.65 622.05
BAJAJELEC 510.90 520.00 499.50 505.65
CGCL 220.85 224.60 216.20 218.20
NESCO 555.85 599.00 555.85 585.55
AARTIIND 1125.00 1129.05 1100.00 1106.50
PNBHOUSING 331.80 334.45 327.10 332.20
INDOCO 284.00 295.00 274.00 281.00
ATUL 6949.00 6985.00 6764.10 6828.75
HAL 838.10 845.80 828.05 830.65
IRCTC 1368.00 1374.90 1359.50 1371.40
HEXAWARE 457.00 459.95 456.40 458.45
IDBI 37.60 37.80 37.40 37.45
THYROCARE 795.00 827.05 787.85 804.65
PGHL 5475.55 5532.00 5310.00 5390.00
BERGEPAINT 584.55 587.70 576.65 577.75
TRENT 751.60 751.60 710.05 713.55
LALPATHLAB 1957.00 2006.05 1948.40 1976.45
PERSISTENT 1160.00 1183.20 1142.90 1172.75
CCL 281.30 283.65 266.00 270.55
EQUITAS 54.80 56.10 53.75 54.70
VIPIND 322.00 325.30 316.75 317.60
PFIZER 4940.05 5080.00 4940.05 4955.80
QUESS 435.00 446.90 430.70 433.30
NOCIL 134.50 135.80 131.90 133.05
ICICIPRULI 430.00 437.00 425.45 426.65
SWANENERGY 118.40 118.65 116.00 116.55
BOMDYEING 69.75 69.75 67.50 68.15
POLYCAB 880.00 890.95 872.40 882.40
CASTROLIND 117.80 119.20 117.80 118.60
AEGISLOG 257.95 257.95 241.70 246.75
NCC 33.60 33.75 32.60 33.50
INDHOTEL 102.90 102.90 99.30 99.65
STRTECH 164.65 164.65 160.75 161.40
PNB 33.55 33.55 33.00 33.25
JUBILANT 790.00 802.25 771.80 777.45
FORCEMOT 1199.00 1217.00 1162.00 1179.00
TATACOFFEE 112.30 114.20 110.90 111.70
DALBHARAT* 771.85 797.00 769.40 793.30
SIEMENS 1240.05 1258.65 1239.60 1255.00
ABCAPITAL 72.30 72.70 70.20 70.45
ITI 130.00 133.60 129.80 130.20
KEI 374.00 377.45 367.30 370.75
DELTACORP* 107.65 110.60 107.25 108.05
HONAUT 34273.90 34550.00 33530.35 33831.75
CROMPTON 277.85 283.20 274.00 278.70
INDOSTAR 295.00 315.00 290.00 307.15
ESSELPRO 291.95 291.95 272.00 273.00
GHCL 169.95 173.50 168.35 168.90
ALKYLAMINE 3334.10 3379.20 3288.75 3307.00
CENTURYTEX 368.00 369.10 360.95 363.30
RAYMOND 286.40 290.55 283.00 283.95
MIDHANI 206.50 209.30 204.85 205.95
SPICEJET 53.45 53.65 52.00 52.05
CREDITACC 710.00 742.80 710.00 725.10
CHAMBLFERT 153.55 154.90 152.35 153.00
WABAG 217.65 222.05 214.00 214.75
GODFRYPHLP 933.85 951.65 925.30 946.30
LTTS 1652.00 1697.50 1626.05 1666.70
HINDZINC 219.00 222.75 215.70 216.05
FDC 354.00 360.20 352.00 354.45
DCBBANK 92.50 93.60 91.55 92.40
CAPPL 577.10 578.75 560.95 572.15
SUZLON 3.26 3.29 3.23 3.24
ZENSARTECH 189.00 196.30 186.15 191.50
RALLIS 309.20 316.25 305.35 310.25
ALKEM 2828.35 2855.80 2821.50 2838.90
EIDPARRY 315.50 318.45 311.00 312.25
GMRINFRA 23.65 23.90 23.45 23.75
AVANTI 525.00 533.45 520.50 527.05
CENTURYPLY 178.55 185.00 176.55 184.20
BDL 315.00 315.60 311.50 314.25
BEML 639.00 648.15 626.00 640.60
GARFIBRES 2003.00 2034.00 1966.00 1990.70
FCONSUMER 9.80 9.80 9.51 9.58
GRAPHITE 184.00 187.40 182.20 183.10
SWSOLAR 232.00 237.90 222.60 223.75
AUBANK 710.00 710.00 699.00 704.50
ICICIGI 1320.00 1320.00 1273.25 1281.75
CUB 142.45 146.00 141.45 142.45
KPRMILL 646.00 669.95 637.75 650.90
RCF 47.30 48.90 46.80 47.30
WOCKPHARMA 293.05 300.85 293.05 296.05
EMAMILTD 386.90 388.00 377.05 380.90
BALMLAWRIE 113.50 113.80 111.35 112.60
OIL 94.50 95.50 94.05 94.95
DEEPAKFERT 164.05 169.95 164.05 165.05
GSPL 207.75 210.00 205.00 206.85
SUNTECK 290.00 293.95 280.35 282.45
TRIDENT 6.87 6.87 6.70 6.82
LAOPALA 222.00 234.25 220.60 224.35
UFLEX 335.10 340.85 327.00 332.25
TORNTPOWER 319.05 334.50 319.05 332.45
NBCC 26.05 26.45 25.80 25.95
KRBL 275.00 282.40 268.80 278.60
MASFIN 811.25 869.35 811.25 856.55
ADANITRANS 267.50 269.35 261.10 262.15
HEG 770.50 775.55 753.20 760.15
GALAXYSURF 1924.05 1981.00 1900.80 1952.45
ADANIPOWER 37.85 37.85 36.85 37.00
GDL 93.00 93.35 87.90 90.30
JKCEMENT 1604.00 1606.00 1539.10 1562.25
MINDAIND 367.90 374.50 351.05 354.40
GODREJPROP 901.90 907.00 888.85 903.00
WABCOINDIA 6049.00 6244.70 5875.45 6011.85
SCHNEIDER 80.15 80.70 79.15 79.45
ABFRL 137.00 137.30 133.40 135.30
HIMATSEIDE 86.80 90.90 86.00 89.25
JTEKTINDIA 80.55 84.00 78.25 81.60

APLAPOLLO 2772.80 2786.85 2707.90 2715.55
MOTILALOFS* 650.00 662.00 645.00 651.15
PHILIPCARB 123.20 125.05 121.80 122.95
SCI 57.00 57.00 55.45 55.80
EIHOTEL 88.00 88.45 86.20 86.40
RAMCOCEM 765.40 767.45 749.00 750.15
OBEROIRLTY 414.45 427.40 401.50 407.65
FINOLEXIND 536.90 543.75 528.80 535.00
BLUESTARCO 672.35 675.00 652.60 654.40
MRPL 29.40 30.10 29.00 29.10
VSTIND 3556.00 3739.90 3512.05 3630.70
VARROC 334.90 334.90 319.45 323.20
NILKAMAL 1333.00 1360.00 1328.60 1332.75
PRESTIGE 264.70 267.00 256.40 263.25
WHIRLPOOL 2245.00 2245.00 2167.50 2179.40
3MINDIA 19190.00 19310.00 18762.55 19054.15
NAM-INDIA 283.00 283.00 277.50 281.95
UNIONBANK 28.00 28.00 27.25 27.55
JKLAKSHMI 273.10 276.45 267.00 268.75
ASTRAL 1170.00 1187.05 1152.00 1158.85
BASF 1520.00 1559.10 1507.75 1518.80
ALLCARGO 123.85 125.80 118.00 120.55
KEC 354.00 354.00 342.00 346.80
TATACOMM 885.00 905.00 878.80 888.05
ABB 909.00 921.00 902.00 917.75
JMFINANCIL 83.25 83.75 80.15 80.75
REPCOHOME 175.05 179.65 173.50 175.00
RAJESHEXPO 457.50 463.00 450.00 460.00
RATNAMANI 1255.00 1295.70 1244.80 1262.80
GODREJAGRO 525.50 526.15 517.00 521.25
JAMNAAUTO 49.30 49.90 48.40 49.25
KANSAINER 530.00 541.25 516.55 518.30
ECLERX 783.05 793.30 763.00 766.90
IFBIND 639.60 668.65 633.00 656.65
SUMICHEM 287.10 290.00 283.60 284.85
SHANKARA 379.00 379.35 366.10 368.05
SPARC 178.55 181.05 176.30 176.65
DCMSHRIRAM 370.25 384.00 370.00 379.35
HEIDELBERG 188.30 192.50 188.05 188.55
WESTLIFE 398.35 411.00 393.40 395.55
SHK 83.90 87.40 83.80 85.05
JSWENERGY 60.40 60.40 57.85 59.05
ISEC 483.35 488.30 476.10 477.60
OFSS 2989.10 3022.00 2965.30 2997.05
RAIN 109.00 109.65 105.60 106.35
COCHINSHIP 345.00 350.00 344.45 347.90
HINDCOPPER 36.20 38.30 36.00 37.25
GUJGAS 300.00 307.00 300.00 304.90
GLAXO 1771.00 1796.25 1751.25 1762.55
UCOBANK 13.74 13.74 13.14 13.31
FINCABLES 285.00 294.00 283.50 287.90
JKPAPER* 94.10 95.25 94.10 94.55
LUXIND 1419.90 1422.85 1402.95 1406.15
WELCORP 109.00 111.90 107.25 111.05
ASTERDM 137.00 140.00 131.80 136.55
MAHSEAMLES 242.75 246.45 232.20 233.20
WELSPUNIND 60.35 60.35 58.75 59.75
TTKPRESTIG 6195.05 6299.00 6124.60 6171.35
TAKE 49.00 49.55 47.75 48.10
KALPATPOWR* 269.85 269.85 258.05 263.95
IBREALEST 60.40 60.75 58.10 58.80
AAVAS 1395.60 1413.35 1368.90 1390.85
SFL 1550.00 1566.00 1524.50 1552.35
KTKBANK 44.95 44.95 43.80 44.05
TCIEXP 879.40 888.20 856.95 871.00
HATHWAY 32.20 33.75 32.20 32.75
JAICORPLTD 90.30 91.40 89.30 89.70
RVNL 21.05 21.20 20.85 20.90
TNPL 112.50 113.50 110.05 110.75
GEPIL 482.60 484.45 470.80 473.45
HUDCO 34.15 35.05 34.05 34.20
SKFINDIA 1570.00 1582.55 1544.00 1557.10
CARERATING 393.15 399.00 388.00 391.90
IRB 120.00 120.50 119.15 119.80
JYOTHYLAB 151.00 152.60 149.00 149.80
VENKYS 1452.00 1473.90 1441.45 1448.00
ARVINDFASN 138.00 138.00 134.65 135.25
PHOENIXLTD 637.95 638.00 628.05 631.00
GREAVESCOT 78.90 80.80 78.50 78.85
KAJARIACER 513.00 524.95 512.35 522.20
SOMANYCERA 181.90 191.05 180.70 187.20
ENDURANCE 1142.50 1146.10 1110.05 1136.65
VTL 805.75 818.55 780.00 803.30
HSCL 54.25 54.45 53.10 53.45
PGHH 10042.00 10085.15 9965.05 9987.75
GRSE 187.00 190.00 183.50 184.60
PRSMJOHNSN 62.00 62.00 59.65 60.00
SPANDANA 574.00 586.25 570.00 577.95
GICRE 134.00 134.90 132.65 133.10
SUPREMEIND 1405.10 1429.65 1403.40 1415.10
DCAL 182.40 182.40 169.00 170.65
HFCL 15.65 15.75 15.35 15.45
MINDACORP 75.00 75.05 72.00 72.45
IFCI 6.90 6.90 6.65 6.71
FORTIS 131.95 135.65 131.65 134.55
ORIENTELEC 219.30 219.65 212.00 215.05
SUPRAJIT 178.05 183.40 177.85 180.30
INDIANB 61.55 62.70 61.55 62.30
CARBORUNIV 278.50 282.90 273.20 276.20
TATAINVEST 888.65 896.65 875.00 876.90
INOXLEISUR 290.10 297.10 290.10 293.95
PARAGMILK 103.40 105.90 102.20 102.65
IOB 10.05 10.20 10.05 10.10
VGUARD 177.60 177.60 173.75 175.50
GILLETTE 5546.10 5578.85 5500.55 5554.45
LAXMIMACH 3696.65 3739.75 3674.35 3710.25
ASHOKA 72.80 72.80 69.70 70.20
NHPC 21.15 21.15 20.50 20.60
JKTYRE 60.40 60.70 59.85 59.95

ERIS 522.00 545.00 520.00 534.05
RITES 250.00 254.40 249.40 252.45
NBVENTURES 60.80 62.00 59.75 60.00
MAHSCOOTER 3032.00 3050.00 3009.60 3022.75
BLUEDART 2820.00 2840.05 2778.00 2807.90
PNCINFRA 173.95 174.95 170.05 170.85
SHOPERSTOP 175.45 175.45 170.25 170.50
GODREJIND 411.60 416.00 407.25 410.25
GSFC 62.85 63.05 61.35 61.60
BAYERCROP 5960.00 6004.95 5930.70 5943.35
SIS 363.85 374.80 361.45 368.70
KNRCON 269.50 269.50 263.70 264.60
VMART 2110.45 2114.00 2087.00 2101.65
IIFL 89.00 89.65 86.20 86.60
MAHABANK 12.61 12.66 12.45 12.52
SOBHA 258.00 258.00 246.50 250.70
GUJALKALI 339.40 347.00 338.65 339.80
TIINDIA 639.00 659.80 635.40 647.75
CSBBANK 225.15 229.10 222.35 224.30
HERITGFOOD 353.80 357.95 347.00 350.90
MHRIL 187.50 189.00 182.00 182.85
PCJEWELLER 15.50 15.50 15.20 15.30
JSL 44.10 45.00 44.05 44.60
JSLHISAR 95.50 95.70 91.80 93.65
TATAMETALI 542.00 542.45 525.00 529.75
CHENNPETRO 78.95 79.30 77.35 77.45
J&KBANK 17.35 17.35 17.00 17.05
SHRIRAMCIT 996.25 996.25 966.25 971.95
VAIBHAVGBL 1850.00 1850.00 1795.00 1808.00
NLCINDIA 52.50 53.40 52.50 52.70
MOIL 147.35 149.65 145.15 147.95
OMAXE 68.20 68.50 67.80 68.05
CRISIL 1819.55 1820.00 1760.00 1767.05
MAHLIFE 250.85 259.05 247.40 250.90
JCHAC 2246.00 2322.80 2246.00 2269.80
REDINGTON 116.40 120.20 115.10 116.00
ORIENTCEM 63.20 63.55 61.55 62.25
AIAENG 1796.35 1814.40 1751.50 1761.10
SYMPHONY 868.85 870.15 861.05 865.45
LEMONTREE 28.95 28.95 28.45 28.75
DBL 373.00 378.40 371.00 373.85
VRLLOG 165.95 169.25 160.70 168.30
TASTYBIT 11700.00 11850.00 11608.90 11765.45
BAJAJHLDNG 2520.00 2528.85 2477.40 2488.85
VBL 734.00 734.00 711.00 713.85
MMTC 18.70 18.70 18.15 18.30
GMDCLTD 46.45 46.65 45.40 45.50
TVSSRICHAK 1508.25 1508.25 1480.00 1494.90
SJVN 23.50 23.90 23.50 23.85
GESHIP 259.05 264.40 251.60 256.95
GPPL 84.95 85.00 82.50 83.25
NIACL 108.15 109.50 108.15 108.75
POWERINDIA 958.00 958.00 939.60 949.05
JAGRAN 38.90 39.00 37.85 38.30
NAVNETEDUL 80.80 83.15 80.80 82.90
DBCORP 79.50 80.00 78.10 78.95
TIMKEN 1140.00 1151.75 1133.00 1140.30

NH 344.00 349.00 339.00 341.55
GRINDWELL 563.65 567.90 557.15 558.90
MAHINDCIE 129.40 130.65 127.90 128.95
UJJIVANSFB 33.85 34.20 33.80 33.95
GULFOILLUB 686.45 686.45 661.20 667.80
KSB 532.00 533.70 521.05 529.45
SOLARINDS 1060.00 1067.80 1036.45 1061.15
CENTRALBK 16.35 16.40 16.15 16.20
SUNDRMFAST 424.25 438.35 424.25 426.80
TIMETECHNO 41.45 41.80 40.50 41.05
ORIENTREF 197.40 198.30 195.20 196.30
SCHAEFFLER 4066.00 4070.35 3946.80 3987.40
AKZOINDIA 2116.90 2121.55 2093.00 2118.85
TEAMLEASE 2426.65 2432.10 2398.05 2418.55
STARCEMENT 90.65 91.00 89.00 89.80
GET&D 102.00 104.50 98.00 99.20
THERMAX 767.35 773.10 763.70 767.60
TCNSBRANDS 393.75 403.25 390.65 393.60
FLUOROCHEM 530.00 531.15 521.20 521.55
TVTODAY 235.00 235.00 220.50 221.25
MAHLOG 346.15 346.35 336.25 338.45
CERA 2520.25 2527.40 2482.05 2484.60
ESABINDIA 1411.35 1417.45 1382.00 1388.15
BRIGADE 168.10 169.25 167.25 168.95
CHOLAHLDNG 435.00 444.30 432.05 442.45
IIFLWAM 977.45 979.60 975.00 979.35
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 11539.40 11587.20 11498.50 11516.10 -88.45
DRREDDY 4704.00 4845.55 4654.95 4825.00 197.10
ZEEL 215.45 224.65 215.25 220.95 5.10
HCLTECH 794.95 817.50 789.50 806.30 17.05
INFY 995.00 1021.00 995.00 1011.00 9.25
GRASIM 720.40 738.75 716.55 725.90 5.50
MARUTI 7049.50 7112.90 6941.00 7110.00 52.05
HEROMOTOCO 3042.80 3098.00 3030.05 3075.05 18.85
BPCL 413.00 419.00 411.55 415.50 2.45
COALINDIA 123.85 125.90 123.55 124.50 0.65
ONGC 73.05 74.30 72.85 73.20 0.15
ULTRACEMCO 3954.80 4023.40 3943.50 3981.00 6.10
UPL 524.95 537.00 520.30 529.25 0.75
TITAN 1174.95 1191.55 1168.05 1180.30 -1.40
ASIANPAINT 2000.00 2045.00 2000.00 2008.20 -3.90
CIPLA 751.00 762.00 746.70 751.15 -1.45
M&M 631.00 643.50 627.65 636.95 -2.50
WIPRO 307.25 316.70 307.20 310.90 -1.25
BHARTIARTL 480.00 482.35 474.00 479.60 -2.15
BAJAJ-AUTO 3015.00 3029.95 2985.25 3023.10 -14.85
NESTLEIND 16240.00 16298.80 16090.00 16118.00 -79.80
TECHM 788.00 811.45 781.30 787.50 -4.50
EICHERMOT 2146.00 2161.95 2125.00 2151.00 -12.75
INDUSINDBK 614.75 624.80 610.20 618.00 -3.65
HINDUNILVR 2135.00 2145.05 2122.25 2128.00 -15.50
HDFCBANK 1084.00 1094.00 1078.00 1085.50 -8.15
HDFCLIFE 593.10 598.10 588.30 593.60 -5.00
IOC 82.40 82.80 81.40 82.00 -0.70
AXISBANK 440.95 446.45 438.50 442.00 -4.00
NTPC 89.05 89.45 88.30 88.80 -0.85
JSWSTEEL 286.00 288.80 283.15 285.75 -2.90
BRITANNIA 3848.00 3890.95 3768.75 3803.00 -41.50
HDFC 1750.00 1773.20 1736.50 1749.00 -19.15
GAIL 91.85 91.85 90.50 90.80 -1.05
TATASTEEL 401.95 407.50 393.20 400.00 -4.60
RELIANCE 2320.00 2333.70 2291.85 2296.00 -28.55
SBIN 197.00 198.00 195.00 195.70 -2.50
ITC 180.80 181.50 177.80 178.35 -2.30
SUNPHARMA 516.80 521.90 510.50 511.35 -7.15
KOTAKBANK 1315.00 1326.60 1301.20 1306.00 -19.40
TCS 2480.00 2495.75 2450.60 2466.05 -36.95
ICICIBANK 370.00 371.75 367.40 368.70 -6.00
LT 915.00 917.95 905.05 906.25 -15.55
BAJFINANCE 3488.80 3517.00 3456.20 3462.05 -59.45
INFRATEL 200.20 201.00 195.55 196.50 -3.65
POWERGRID 171.35 171.40 167.90 168.60 -3.35
ADANIPORTS 352.00 355.50 345.00 346.45 -7.10
BAJAJFINSV 6118.90 6123.65 5990.10 6010.75 -135.20
SHREECEM 20375.00 20375.00 19795.95 19910.00 -477.85
TATAMOTORS 150.80 151.00 146.20 147.75 -3.70
HINDALCO 182.70 182.70 175.35 175.80 -8.00

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 27568.50 27689.80 27451.85 27486.25 -159.80
IGL 412.80 423.35 407.00 417.35 6.95
CADILAHC 389.00 396.60 384.40 394.45 6.05
ACC 1388.25 1413.60 1383.15 1409.00 19.30
PEL 1350.00 1389.00 1341.10 1377.00 16.50
UBL 1031.00 1073.55 1021.90 1043.65 12.30
LUPIN 1018.85 1045.90 1010.10 1040.00 11.35
PAGEIND 18839.60 19248.00 18701.00 19033.60 192.40
BIOCON 439.00 444.85 432.55 442.50 3.85
AMBUJACEM 218.00 222.70 217.40 220.10 1.50
HINDPETRO 195.00 197.40 193.15 196.70 1.30
MCDOWELL-N 548.70 561.20 547.20 551.10 3.15
HAVELLS 676.00 688.70 675.00 683.35 3.40
INDIGO 1317.00 1338.00 1310.05 1324.15 5.40
OFSS 2950.15 3020.00 2950.15 3000.00 10.60
CONCOR 387.30 392.80 384.05 388.40 1.20
GODREJCP 707.40 722.90 703.50 709.60 2.20
DMART 2147.00 2167.00 2133.10 2139.00 3.05
PFC 94.45 95.95 93.65 94.75 0.00
BANDHANBNK 301.75 309.00 300.65 305.00 -0.10
SBICARD 846.90 858.00 844.00 851.10 -0.45
SIEMENS 1249.90 1259.55 1237.50 1255.00 -0.60
NHPC 20.75 20.90 20.50 20.55 -0.05
PGHH 10099.00 10099.95 9960.05 9999.95 -38.30
GICRE 133.45 134.85 132.75 133.15 -0.60
TORNTPHARM 2838.00 2878.00 2824.50 2830.00 -13.05
MOTHERSUMI 121.80 124.20 120.75 121.80 -0.75
MARICO 365.95 368.75 360.55 361.85 -2.50
ABBOTINDIA 16587.10 16770.00 16344.05 16403.00 -122.10
SRTRANSFIN 654.35 661.00 646.65 653.05 -5.30
DIVISLAB 3244.05 3264.20 3200.00 3216.00 -28.35
NAUKRI 3540.00 3618.05 3497.45 3505.45 -34.35
PNB 33.25 33.55 33.00 33.25 -0.35
BERGEPAINT 580.00 587.95 576.50 577.10 -7.15
SBILIFE 858.40 866.40 852.55 855.95 -11.70
HDFCAMC 2285.15 2333.00 2251.00 2259.35 -31.85
BAJAJHLDNG 2530.00 2530.00 2476.35 2482.00 -36.20
BOSCHLTD 13080.00 13080.00 12765.20 12947.00 -190.30
DABUR 509.70 510.95 501.15 502.10 -7.50
HINDZINC 218.40 222.90 215.50 216.00 -3.25
PIDILITIND 1484.00 1517.00 1467.65 1471.10 -22.35
MUTHOOTFIN 1143.00 1143.45 1115.00 1124.85 -19.60
COLPAL 1415.00 1418.95 1393.30 1396.05 -24.35
ICICIPRULI 433.80 437.30 425.10 426.90 -7.95
BANKBARODA 45.80 46.30 45.50 45.55 -0.90
PETRONET 237.00 237.65 232.55 232.85 -4.85
ADANITRANS 265.10 269.55 261.00 261.90 -5.80
AUROPHARMA 826.95 827.00 807.00 810.00 -22.10
NMDC 89.95 91.60 87.60 88.25 -2.50
ICICIGI 1318.70 1318.70 1273.50 1278.80 -37.50
DLF 162.00 163.10 156.35 156.90 -6.45

New Delhi: The sharp turn-
around in the secondary markets
with the broader market also
participating in the rally, has
enlivened the primary markets
once again with a slew of initial
public offerings (IPOs) from a
diverse range of companies set to
hit the street in the second half
of the 2020 calendar year. Market
analysts tracking the develop-
ment said that a host of pro-
moters are once again rushing to
the primary market to make the
most of the opportunity where
recent IPOs have not only been

oversubscribed by several times
but it has also brought back retail
investors into the market who
hold the key to maintain the rally
for IPOs.

So in the pipeline now are
more IPOs like CAMS, UTI
AMC, Angel Broking, Chemcon
Speciality Chemicals, etc. that are
likely to open in September.
Besides, Kalyan Jewellers,
NCDEX, Barbeque Nation,
Burger King, Bajaj Energy,
Lodha Developers are some of
the names likely to hit the mar-
ket in CY20. Of this CAMS and

UTI AMC will be big ticket size
IPOs.

LIC could also join the
bandwagon later this year and
could be one of the largest IPO
in the country ever -- going by
the company's size.The govern-
ment is looking at offloading 25
per cent stake in LIC in tranch-
es, as it is falling short of its
divestment target of Rs 2.1 lakh
crore this fiscal. For this, it is like-
ly to incentivise the participation
of retail investors/employees/pol-
icy holders by providing some
discount. IANS

Mumbai: Advance tax col-
lection fell 25.5 per cent to Rs
1,59,057 crore in the second
quarter of the fiscal, an
income tax official said on
Thursday. 

However, there was
improvement over the first
quarter ended June, when
advance tax revenue had
plunged 76 per cent to a tepid
Rs 11,714 crore as the whole
economy was under a stringent
lockdown. 

During the year-ago peri-
od to September 15, 2019,

total advance tax collection
had stood at Rs 2,12,889 crore,
down from Rs 3,70,652 crore a
year ago. 

"Total advance tax collec-
tion in the second quarter fell
by 25.5 per cent to Rs 1,59,057
crore from Rs 2,12,889 crore y-
o-y. While corporates paid
only Rs 1,29,619.6 crore in
advance tax, down by 27.3 per
cent in the reporting quarter,
personal income tax collection
stood at Rs 29,437.5 crore,
down 15 per cent from Rs
34,632.9 crore.  

New Delhi: More than 44%
mobile network equipment of
state-run BSNL is sourced from
Chinese firm ZTE and 9 per
cent from Huawei, Parliament
was informed on Thursday.
While replying to a question on
the market share of Chinese
companies ZTE and Huawei in
India, Minister of State for
Communications Sanjay
Dhotre said that the govern-
ment maintains no data of
Chinese telecom gear makers.

PTI

Mumbai:The rollout of SAROD-
Ports for affordable and timely
resolution of maritime-related
disputes is a credit positive for the
sector even as its success remains
to be seen, ratings agency Icra
said on Thursday. 

Launched on September 10,
'SAROD-PORTS' (Society for
Affordable Redressal of Disputes
– Ports) for dispute resolution in
maritime sector, comprising of
major ports, the PPP players
operating at these ports as well
as non-major ports, the initiative
is targeted towards attracting
more private sector investments,
Icra stated.  PTI

Mumbai: Equity indices
snapped a two-session rising
streak to close with sharp loss-
es on Thursday, in lockstep
with global markets which
recoiled after sobering eco-
nomic assessment by the US
Federal Reserve.   A weakening
rupee and lack of fresh buying
triggers further weighed on
market mood, traders said. 

The 30-share BSE Sensex
opened lower and stayed in the
negative zone throughout the
session. It finally finished at

38,979.85, down by 323 points
or 0.82 per cent. 

Similarly, the NSE Nifty
shed 88.45 points or 0.76 per
cent to close at 11,516.10.

Bajaj Finserv was the top
laggard in the Sensex pack, slip-
ping 2.23 per cent, followed by
PowerGrid, L&T, TCS, ICICI
Bank, Kotak Bank, Tata Steel
and Bajaj Finance. 

On the other hand, HCL
Tech, Infosys and Maruti fin-
ished with gains of up to 2.36
per cent. PTI

New Delhi: Faced with regu-
latory heat on its controversial
plan, Vodafone Idea Ltd (VIL)
has dropped faster data speed
claims, which formed a promi-
nent part of its pay-more-for-
priority-treatment offering, and
has filed a revised plan with
Trai, a source said.

The move assumes signif-
icance as the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India
(Trai) late last month slapped
a showcause notice on VIL over
its priority mobile plan, saying
the tariff offer lacked trans-
parency, was "misleading" and
not in compliance with regu-
latory framework. 

The source told PTI that
the company has now sub-
mitted a new RedX plan with
Trai and claims of faster data
speeds — a major bone of
contention — has been done
away with. 

The company's website is
also no longer touting claims of
faster speeds for RedX plan,
which had been under Trai's
scanner over the past few
weeks. Instead, VIL's website is
talking of benefits purely in
terms of entertainment privi-
leges (Netflix and Amazon
Prime), travel privileges, mobil-
ity benefits and other 
privileges. PTI

New Delhi: The number of un-
electrified households stood at
3,20,422 till August-end this
year under the Saubhagya
Scheme, which is meant for
achieving 100 per cent universal
electrification of homes in the
country, Parliament was
informed on Thursday.

These un-electrified house-
holds are in Chhattisgarh,
Assam, Uttar Pradesh and
Jharkhand.  Power Minister R K
Singh said in the Lok Sabha,
replying to a question, that the

number of un-electrified house-
holds identified under the
Saubhagya scheme was 3,20,422
as on August 31, 2020.  Among
the four states with un-electrified
households, Uttar Pradesh tops
the chart with 2,53,785 house-
holds followed by Jharkhand at
60,925, Chhattisgarh at 3,519 and
Assam at 2,193 as on August 31,
2020. As per the reply, as many
as 2,62,84,350 families were pro-
vided electricity connection
under the Saubhagya 
scheme. PTI

New Delhi:Auto companies
should cut costs by reducing roy-
alty payments to their parent
companies abroad instead of
asking the government to reduce
GST, finance ministry sources
said on Thursday, responding to
criticism on high taxes in India. 

Most globally established
companies in the sector have
flourished in the current taxation
and regulatory regime, which is
evident from the huge royalty
payouts made by Indian partners
to their foreign parent firms, they
added.  Toyota Motor Corp is
not looking at further expansion
in India due to the country's high

taxes, the firm's vice chairman of
India unit Shekar Viswanathan
had reportedly said in an inter-
view earlier this week. 

Finance ministry sources
said India's tax policy regarding
the automobile sector has been
quite consistent for the last three
decades now in the form of
allowing foreign investment and
incentivising domestic manu-
facturing.  GST rates on auto-
mobiles are less than what VAT
and excise duty rates used to be
in the pre-GST times. All of a
sudden, dissent in some quarters
on tax rates on automobiles is
surprising, they added. 

"In fact, these companies
should cut down their costs of
manufacturing by cutting down
the royalty payments to their par-
ent companies abroad instead of
asking the government to reduce
GST," a source said. Taxes on
automobiles are in the highest
bracket across the globe without
much exception, the sources
said.  Japan currently has three
types of taxes on automobiles -
- once on the purchase, then an
annual automobile tax based
on engine size,  and finally a
weight tax at inspections
required once every two 
years. PTI
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Washington: A former model
has accused US President
Donald Trump of groping and
forcibly kissing her in 1997 —
the latest allegation made
against the Republican incum-
bent just weeks before he seeks
reelection.

Amy Dorris told Britain’s
The Guardian that Trump
sexually assaulted her in his
VIP suite at the US Open ten-
nis tournament in New York
— claims he denied via his
lawyers.

“He just shoved his tongue
down my throat and I was
pushing him off. And then
that’s when his grip became
tighter and his hands were
very gropey and all over my
butt, my breasts, my back,
everything,” Ms Dorris said in
an interview.

“I was in his grip, and I
couldn’t get out of it,” she
added.

Trump has faced more
than a dozen allegations of
sexual misconduct, including
a claim by prominent
American columnist E. Jean
Carroll that he raped her in a
department store changing
room in the mid-1990s.

But he brushed them aside
in his run for the White
House.

Shortly before the 2016
election, a tape recording
emerged from 2005 in which
he was heard boasting about
how his fame allowed him to
“grab” women by the genitals
when he wanted.

Trump dismissed this as
“locker room banter” but sub-
sequently apologised. AFP

Beijing: Outgoing U.S.
Ambassador to China Terry
Branstad said he will help out
Republicans campaigning in
his native Iowa after returning
home next month.

Branstad also told Hong
Kong’s Phoenix TV that he
considered the phase one trade
deal between China and the
U.S. As the biggest achieve-
ment of his three years in
China. Branstad, 73, said he
would be working on behalf of
President Donald Trump,
Senator Joni Ernst and others,
but not in any official role.

“My son is very involved in
(Trump’s) campaign, and I will
be a volunteer to help him, to
help Joni Ernst and other
friends for the election in
Iowa. But I will strictly be a
volunteer,” Branstad told the
station in a report broadcast
Thursday.

Ernst, the state’s junior

senator, is locked in a tight
race, with Democrats hoping
to capture her seat on the way
to flipping the Senate.

As Iowa’s governor,
Branstad was an early Trump
supporter and has served as his
top envoy to China during the
most tempestuous period in
relations since diplomatic ties
were established in 1979.

Branstad was governor of
the major farming state for 22
years over two spans, from
1983 to 1999 and 2011 to 2017.
Early in his first term, he met
Xi Jinping, now China’s leader,
when the then county-level
Communist Party official vis-
ited Iowa on a 1985 trade trip.

The phase one trade deal
reached between the U.S. And
China in January amid the
ongoing tariff war between
the sides represented a truce
but did not address the more
fundamental complaints of the

American side.
Still, Branstad said he

believed it was ultimately in the
best interests of both sides to
follow-through with it.

“This was a long and 
difficult process,” Branstad
said. “They worked long and
hard to reach an agreement
that I think is fair and recip-
rocal. And it’s going to make a
difference for both of our
countries.” 

Branstad will leave at time
when tensions between the
sides are also running high
over Taiwan, the South China
Sea, the coronavirus pandem-
ic and allegations of spying and
technology theft. In July, the
U.S. Ordered the closure of
China’s consulate in Houston,
calling it a “center of malign
activity.” China retaliated by
ordering the shuttering of the
U.S. Consulate in the south-
western city of Chengdu. AP

Taipei: US Undersecretary of
State Keith Krach arrived in
Taiwan on Thursday for the
second visit by a high-level
American official in two
months, prompting a stern
warning and threat of possible
retaliation from China.

Beijing considers Taiwan
its own and opposes all official
contacts between other coun-
tries and the self-governing
island.

Krach arrived at an air
force base in Taipei, the capi-
tal, for a three-day visit.
Wearing a face mask, he
bumped elbows in greetings
with Taiwanese Deputy Foreign
Minister Harry Ho-Jen Tseng.

Krach, the highest-level

State Department official to
visit the island in decades, is to
meet Taiwanese President Tsai
Ing-wen and other senior offi-
cials, the island’s foreign min-
istry said.

The visit by Krach, who is
undersecretary for economic
growth, energy and the envi-

ronment, follows a high-profile
trip in August by U.S. Health
Secretary Alex Azar, the high-
est-level U.S. Cabinet official to
visit since the U.S. Switched for-
mal relations from Taiwan to
China in 1979.

However, the U.S. Has
maintained unofficial ties with

Taiwan since the official diplo-
matic break and is the island’s
most important ally and
provider of defense equipment.

Ahead of Krach’s arrival,
the U.S. Ambassador to the
United Nations, Kelly Craft,
had lunch Wednesday with
Taiwan’s top official in New
York, a meeting she called his-
toric and a further step in the
Trump administration’s cam-
paign to strengthen relations
with Taiwan.

Craft said her lunch with
James K.J. Lee, director of the
Taipei Economic and Cultural
Office in New York, was the
first meeting between a top
Taiwan official and a U.S.
Ambassador to the United
Nations since 1971, when the
China seat at the U.N. Was
passed from Taipei to Beijing.

“I’m looking to do the
right thing by my president,
and I feel that he has sought to

strengthen and deepen this
bilateral relationship with
Taiwan and I want to continue
that on behalf of the adminis-
tration,” she told The
Associated Press.

In Taiwan, Krach is to
attend a banquet hosted by Tsai
on Friday and hold discussions
on the creation of a new eco-
nomic and commercial dia-
logue, according to Taiwan’s de
facto ambassador in the U.S.,
Hsiao Bi-khim. He will also
attend a memorial service for
former President Lee Teng-
hui, who led the island’s tran-
sition to democracy and died
at age 97 in July.

Krach’s visit and Craft’s
lunch with Lee are certain to
exacerbate mounting tensions
between Washington and
Beijing over the coronavirus
pandemic, trade, technology,
Hong Kong and the South
China Sea.

China condemned the visit
on Thursday and warned it
could retaliate.

At a daily briefing Thursday,
Chinese foreign ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin
said Krach’s visit violates U.S.
Commitments to China and
“bolsters the separatist forces of
Taiwan independence and
undermines China-U.S.
Relations and peace and stabil-
ity across the Taiwan Strait,”
adding that Beijing had “lodged
solemn complaints” with
Washington over the matter.

“We urge the U.S. To fully
recognize the high sensitivity of
the Taiwan issue ... Immediately
stop official exchanges and
actions of improving substan-
tive relations with Taiwan, and
handle Taiwan-related issues
cautiously,” Wang said. “China
will make necessary responses
in accordance with the devel-
opment of the situation.” AP
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Spain’s Supreme Court is
hearing lawyers’ closing

arguments over whether to bar
Catalonia’s separatist-minded
regional leader from public
office.

Catalan regional president
Quim Torra is attending the
final hearing of his appeal of
a ruling by a lower court last
year. That court, in Barcelona,
ruled that Torra was unfit to
hold public office for 18
months for having violated
electoral law.

Torra had refused to
remove a banner reading “Free
Political Prisoners and Exiles”
during an official election
campaign period, during
which public officials are pro-
hibited from using public
buildings to display political
propaganda. 

Moscow: The nerve agent used
to poison Kremlin critic Alexei
Navalny was detected on an
empty water bottle from his
hotel room in the Siberian city
of Tomsk, suggesting he was
poisoned there and not at the
airport as previously thought,
his team said on Thursday.

Navalny fell violently ill on
a domestic flight in Russia last
month and was subsequently
airlifted to Berlin for treat-
ment. Germany says he was
poisoned by a Novichok nerve
agent. Russia says it has seen no
evidence he was poisoned.

A video posted on
Navalny’s Instagram account
showed members of his team
searching the room he had just
left in the Xander Hotel in
Tomsk on Aug. 20, an hour
after they learned he had fall-
en sick in suspicious circum-
stances.

“It was decided to gather up
everything that could even
hypothetically be useful and
hand it to the doctors in
Germany. The fact that the
case would not be investigated
in Russia was quite obvious,” the
post said.

It showed his team bagging

several empty bottles of “Holy
Spring” mineral water, among
other items, while wearing pro-
tective gloves.

“Two weeks later, a German
laboratory found traces of
Novichok precisely on the bot-
tle of water from the Tomsk
hotel room,” the post said.

“And then more laborato-
ries that took analyses from
Alexei confirmed that that was
what poisoned Navalny. Now
we understand: it was done
before he left his hotel room to
go to the airport.”

Russia has carried out pre-
investigation checks, but said it
needs to see more medical
analysis before it can open a for-
mal criminal investigation into
the case. AFP
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Berlin: The Austrian govern-
ment has spoken up to correct
US President Donald Trump’s
claim that people in its country
live in “forest cities.”

Trump recently cited
Austria and other European
countries as models of good for-
est management that US states
like California, which has seen
devastating wildfires lately,
should learn from.

Calling in to Fox News on
Tuesday, Trump said that “you
look at countries, Austria, you
look at so many countries. They
live in the forest, they’re con-
sidered forest cities. So many of
them. And they don’t have fires

like this. And they have more
explosive trees.”

In an article Thursday for
the London-based Independent,
Austria’s agriculture minister
sought to set the record straight.

“There have been both seri-
ous and humorous conversa-
tions on social media about the
‘exploding trees’ (Trump) men-
tioned, as well as the fact that he
claimed we live within ‘forest
cities’ which never catch fire,”
Elisabeth Koestinger wrote.

“As Austrians, fortunately
blessed with a healthy sense of
humour, we normally take such
clichés about our country in our
stride.” AP
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Kyiv: The main opposition
candidate in Belarus’ disput-
ed presidential election said
Thursday that activists are
compil ing a  l is t  of  law
enforcement officers who
were allegedly involved in
violence against protesters
denouncing the results of the
vote.

Nearly 7,000 people were
detained and hundreds were
brutally beaten by police dur-
ing the first several days of
post-election protests in
Belarus that are now in their
sixth week. Opposition sup-
porters claim the Aug. 9 vote
was r igged to reelect
President  Alexander
Lukashenko to a sixth term

and are demanding his resig-
nation. Lukashenko’s main
challenger in the election,
former English teacher and
political novice Sviatlana
Tsikhanouskaya, said on
Thursday that the opposition
was drawing up a list of indi-
vidual officers involved in the
police crackdown.

“We have been given the
names of those who were
beating and torturing people,”
she said in a statement.

“We are preparing a list of
officials and law enforcement
officers who have taken part
in lawless  repressions.”
Human rights groups are
working with opposition
activists to identify the offi-

cers  and of f ic ia ls ,
Tsikhanouskaya said, adding
that the list will be shared
with the United States, the
European Union and Russia.

Tsikhanouskaya, who left
for Lithuania in the wake of
the election under pressure
from Belarusian authorities,
said the opposition will name
the list in honor of Alexander
Taraikovsky, a protester who
died in Minsk the day after
the election as police dis-
persed peaceful demonstra-
tors.

Authorities initially said
an explosive device
Taraikovsky intended to
throw at police blew up in his
hands and killed him. AP
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Islamabad: Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan has said
that his Government will soon
introduce a three-tier legislation
providing for registration of sex
offenders, exemplary punish-
ment for rape and child abuse
and effective policing.

Khan made the announce-
ment while addressing a joint sit-
ting of parliament after passage
of a number of Financial Action
Task Force-related bills on
Wednesday. “Such incidents
ruin the lives of victims and their
families also have to suffer,” he
was quoted as saying by the
Dawn newspaper. Khan was
referring to the gangrape of a
French-Pakistani woman in
front of her three children in
Lahore on Sept 9 which sparked
widespread outrage. PTI
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Kyiv (AP): Ukraine on
Thursday strongly warned
thousands of Hasidic Jewish
pilgrims who have been stuck
on its border for days that it
won’t allow them into the
country due to coronavirus
restrictions.

Ukrainian authorities said
about 2,000 people have gath-
ered at the border with Belarus,
in hope of traveling to the
Ukrainian city of Uman to
visit the grave of an important
Hasidic rabbi who died in
1810, Nachman of Breslov.

Thousands of the ultra-
Orthodox Jews visit the city
each September for Rosh
Hashana, the Jewish new year.
It’s celebrated Sept. 18-20 this
year, and some pilgrims had

managed to get to Uman before
Ukraine closed its borders in
late August amid a surge in
COVID-19 infections.
Thousands of others traveled
via Belarus, which hasn’t barred
foreign visitors from entering.

On Thursday, Ukraine’s
Interior Ministry official
Mykhailo Apostol reaffirmed
that the pilgrims will not be
allowed to cross the border.

Ukraine has shut its bor-
ders to foreigners, and no
exclusions will be made for the
Hasidic pilgrims,” Apostol told
reporters.

It’s getting colder and we
suggest that they come back to
Belarus, buy tickets and go

home. Also, Israeli Higher
Education Minister Zeev Elkin
tweeted Thursday that efforts
to help the pilgrims enter
Ukraine have failed, and called
on them to return to Israel.

As thousands of pilgrims
spent days in the no-man's land
between Belarus and Ukraine,
some sleeping in makeshift
tents and others on the ground,
Ukraine and Belarus bickered
over the standoff.

On Wednesday, Ukraine's
presidential office accused
Belarusian authorities of issu-
ing misleading signals to the
pilgrims that they would even-
tually be allowed to cross the
border. Belarusian officials shot
back accusing Ukraine of inhu-
mane treatment of the pil-

grims, and offered to provide
buses to drive the pilgrims to
Uman and back to Belarus.

Ukraine’s presidential
office alleged Wednesday that
Belarusian authorities’ actions
could be rooted in the latest
tensions between the two
neighbors following Belarus’
controversial presidential elec-
tion. Ukraine has joined the
United States and the European
Union in criticizing the Aug. 9
vote, in which President
Alexander Lukashenko extend-
ed his 26-year authoritarian
rule, as neither free nor fair and
urged Belarusian authorities to
end their crackdown on pro-
testers.

London (AP): British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson warned
Thursday that authorities will
have to impose tougher mea-
sures to combat the spread of
COVID-19 and protect “the
Christmas holidays as the gov-
ernment prepared to intro-
duce stricter measures in
northeast England.

Johnson’s comments came
amid reports that the govern-
ment plans to impose a 10 p.m.
curfew on pubs and restaurants
in response to a recent jump in
confirmed coronavirus cases.
Local officials asked for more
restrictions now to prevent a
tighter lockdown later.

Johnson wrote in a piece
published in The Sun newspa-
per that the only way to be cer-
tain the country can enjoy the
winter holidays is to be tough
now.

He said he wants to stop
the surge, arrest the spike, stop
the second hump of the drom-
edary, flatten the second hump.

Over the past two days,
opposition lawmakers had crit-
icised Johnson’s handling of the
COVID-19 crisis and accused
his government of lacking a
cohesive plan to tackle a second
wave of the pandemic. A short-
age of testing capacity is a
particular concern, with people
around the country complain-
ing they were unable to book
appointments for tests or

directed to testing centers far
from their homes.

Widespread testing is seen
as crucial to controlling the
spread of the virus because it
allows those who are infected
to self-isolate while helping
health officials identify hot
spots and trace those who are
infected. Daily infection rates
have risen to levels not seen
since late May, forcing the
British government to impose
limits on public gatherings.

Figures released late
Wednesday showed 3,991 new
confirmed cases during the
previous 24 hours, up from
3,105 a day earlier.

Newcastle City Council
leader Nick Forbes said the
measures expected for the
northeast of the country are
seen as preventative. Forbes

told the BBC there is concern
that the average age of people
testing positive with the virus
is going up.

Last week, 60% of the peo-
ple that were being tested were
between the ages of 18 and 30.
That is now starting to reach
into older age groups as well, he
said. We know that when it
starts to affect older people,
that's when you start to get the
hospitalisations and, sadly, also
the mortality, too. Details about
the new restrictions remain
thin. Labour lawmakers repre-
senting northeast England
called for further information.

Local leaders elsewhere in
the country are also demand-
ing government action and
more testing to stave off a sec-
ond wave of infections.

London Mayor Sadiq Khan
called for action to counter
chaos and confusion. He told
London Assembly members
that testing troubles were
putting lives and livelihoods in
jeopardy. We’ve known for
months now that come the
autumn demand for testing
would increase, Khan said.

This crunch point should
have been foreseen and then
avoided. And unless the gov-
ernment massively ramps up
testing capacity in London,
we’ll be back to where we
started: trying to halt the spread
of the virus in the dark.'' 
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London (AP): An American
constitutional law expert said
Thursday that the United States
indicted WikiLeaks founder
Julian Assange under an extra-
ordinarily broad spying law
that has been used in the past
for politically motivated pros-
ecutions.

Speaking during Assange’s
extradition hearing in London,
human rights lawyer Carey
Shenkman called the century-
old Espionage Act one of the
most contentious laws in the
United States.

Shenkman, who co-wrote
a book on the history of the act,
testified as a witness for
Assange, 49, who is fighting his
extradition from the UK to the
US.

US prosecutors indicted
Assange on 17 espionage
charges and one charge of
computer misuse over
WikiLeaks’ publication of
secret American military doc-
uments a decade ago. The
charges carry a maximum sen-
tence of 175 years in prison.

Assange’s defense team
argues that he is a journalist
and entitled to First
Amendment protections for
publishing leaked documents
that exposed US military
wrongdoing in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

His lawyers say he is facing
a politically motivated prose-

cution that will stifle press
freedom and put journalists
around the world at risk.

Shenkman also said in a
written witness statement that
the administration of President
Donald Trump has prosecuted
disclosures of national securi-
ty information more aggres-
sively than any presidency in
US history.

He said there were eight
Espionage Act prosecutions of
media sources during former
President Barack Obama's two
terms more than any previous
administration and eight in less
than four years under Trump.

Shenkman said there has
never been a successful prose-
cution of a publisher under the
act, although there have been
attempts, including over the
1971 Pentagon Papers leak of
documents about the Vietnam
War.

Leaker Daniel Ellsberg
faced 12 Espionage Act charges
and faced up to 115 years in
prison, but the charges were
dismissed in 1973 because of
government misconduct
against him.

Ellsberg, one of the most
famous whistleblowers in living
memory, came to Assange’s
defense on Wednesday, telling
London’s Central Criminal
Court that he and the
WikiLeaks founder had very
comparable political opinions.

The case, which is being
held under coronavirus social
distancing restrictions, has
been plagued by technical
glitches as witnesses give evi-
dence by video link. Shenkman
testified with a cellphone
pressed to his ear after audio
problems.

Shenkman acknowledged
during a testy cross-examina-
tion by Clair Dobbin, a lawyer
for the US government, that he
was part of a team that repre-
sented Assange several years
ago.

He said it was not relevant
to his analysis of the Espionage
Act, and noted he was a very
junior lawyer at the time.

In the food chain of
lawyers, I was plankton, he said.

The US government says
WikiLeaks put the lives of US
informants in conflict zones
and others at risk by publish-
ing secret documents.

Defense witness John
Sloboda, co-founder of the
organization Iraq Body Count,
said WikiLeaks was careful to
ensure names were removed
before publication. He dis-
agreed with a suggestion by a
prosecution lawyer that
Assange took a cavalier attitude
to redaction.

Sloboda, who was involved
in the publication of the Iraq
war papers in 2010, said they
were over-redacted for caution. 
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History is evidence of how epi-
demics have had a direct and an
immediate impact on airlines,

travel aggregators and agencies. And
undoubtedly, the travel and tourism sec-
tor is the first and worst hit due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. These unprece-
dented times have forced the tourism
boards to re-think radically. Nevertheless,
their sight is fixed firmly on the future.
Ideas are being floated as to how they will
be able to function under such chaotic sit-
uations.

Recently, it was demonstrated that
events can be held to everyone’s satisfac-
tion even under these conditions.
Gradually, some progress is being made
to hold some exchange events and eco-
nomic activities as the travel restrictions
are being relaxed and participant num-
bers are increasing.

Alexandra Kaszay, managing direc-
tor, Vienna’s The Hofburg Congress
Centre, tells us that meeting one anoth-
er and communicating face-to-face will
come again. “The longing for that is huge,
that’s the message we’re getting from most
conversations. People will have to adjust
to events with fewer guests on site and
instead more participants joining in
externally,” she says.

In line with the safe and gradual
resumption of events, the Singapore
Tourism Board (STB) is starting to
accept applications for organisers to
pilot Meetings, Incentives, Conventions
and Exhibitions (MICE) events of up to
250 attendees from October 1. There will
be pilot events taking place under this
arrangement such as the Singapore
International Energy Week (SIEW)
Conference, in October.

The move takes into account the
importance of the MICE sector and its
interest in the business events, and, in
turn, a ray of hope for a fresh beginning
of travel. This resumption will help
MICE retain critical capabilities, while
safeguarding jobs and livelihood in the
industry and other related sectors. It is a
major part of the tourism ecosystem and
that of the economy as a whole, as it sup-
ports numerous ancillary businesses,
thus, contributing to jobs and growth.

Opening up bidding processes for MICE
now will help build liquidity across the
travel supply chain. It can, hence, spur
tourism in India and at large.

Raymond LIM, area director, India &
South Asia, STB, says, “Overall, visitor
arrivals from India to Singapore have seen
good growth in the past few years. This
can be attributed to the increased air con-
nectivity between Singapore and India.
There is a healthy flow of business travel
at both sides due to the well-connected
economic exchanges. The leisure destina-
tion position that Singapore enjoys among
the Indian consumers are also other rea-
sons why it is one of the top MICE source
markets for Singapore, particularly for
meeting and incentive travel. This is a key
sector with quality visitors providing
high tourism yield.”

He adds, “The evolved Indian MICE
traveller tends to seek out more unique
experiences. In this aspect, we are home
to a diverse range of events and MICE
venues, including unconventional desti-
nations, which can provide creative
solutions for event owners. Beyond the
meeting room, business travellers and
delegates can enjoy a wide range of
unique and interactive leisure experi-
ences.”

Neliswa Nkani, hub head — MEISEA,

South African Tourism, believes that
MICE is soon going to be consumer-cen-
tric. She says, “Companies and destina-
tions will need to incentivise both corpo-
rates and suppliers. We have collaborat-
ed with policy-makers, industry leaders
and media to educate about travel trade.”

According to organisations like

UNWTO, WTTC and others, MICE
events have wider implications for desti-
nations as wherever events go wider,
tourism activities follow attracting a lot
more leisure tourists in the ensuing
months and years. Prashant Chaudhary,
Representative of Russian Union of Travel
Industry in India believes that Russian

Tourism will emerge stronger from the
COVID-crisis and these events will lead
the way. “It has already begun,” says he.

It is noteworthy that the country
recently hosted one of the leisure shows
ODYKH in its original physical format in
Moscow. Prashant shares, “The MICE sec-
tor of tourism is being opened. It impact-
ed the larger domestic, inbound and out-
bound of the tourism markets. Russian
charter flights are already seeking permis-
sions and landing slots to Goa, probably
the most popular destination for Russians
in India.”

Arzan Khambatta, head, Macao
Government Tourism Office (MGTO)
India, tells us that the convention and
exhibition industry has been one of the
fastest-growing emerging sectors in the
recent years. “Rich cultural background
and tourism resources help us meet the
needs of different events,” he says.

Well, given the current situation,
COVID-19 has definitely impacted the
industry in many ways. But the tourism
boards are hopeful that MICE will be
among the early segments to rebound and
spur tourism globally. In the coming
months, they plan to work extensively
with MICE agents and corporates in India
to facilitate arrivals once travel restrictions
are lifted completely.

There is a myth out there, actually a par-
tial fallacy, that it was the Beetle that cre-

ated the colossus of German manufacturing,
the Volkswagen Group. Yes, the Beetle laid
the foundations for the post-World War II
creation of the German carmaker. Some of
us know the story really well, that it was
British Army engineering corps officer
Ivan Hirst, who realised that the British inva-
sion force needed vehicles to move about.
He also felt the need to employ the local pop-
ulation. After seeing the production die and
tooling at Wolfsburg, he put together a pro-
duction for the car we know, and some love,
as the Beetle. Millions were produced in
post-War Germany. In the 60s, along with
the Volkswagen Van, the Beetle became a
symbol of counterculture in the United
States. Now, Germany and even the United
States moved on from the Beetle by the 70s
but the car remained a best-seller in Mexico
through the 90s. Over 21 million were pro-
duced giving birth to a popular quiz ques-
tion of the Beetle being the most sold car in
the world.

First, we need to correct that fallacy. If
a single brand is considered, it is the Toyota
Corolla with over 44 million sold that is the
most sold single car brand of all time.
Second, a lot of the Beetle’s spectacular num-
bers were thanks to its popularity in Brazil
and Mexico. It was not the Beetle that cre-
ated the Volkswagen hegemony that we
know and we love today, the corporate over-
lords of Audi, Bentley, Bugatti, Ducati,
Lamborghini, MAN, Porsche, SEAT, Scania
and Skoda. But the car that gave it the finan-
cial wherewithal to create such an empire
was the Golf. And it is the Golf, which
through its eight generations, the latest being
launched last year, that is the biggest selling
Volkswagen of all time with 35 million sold
until last year.

The Golf is the car that formed the basis
of so many other Volkswagen cars as the car-
maker moved to its platform architecture.
Even the new MQB architecture that the
Group bases its small and mid-sized cars on
was essentially designed for the Golf. Many
Volkswagen fans I know in India have always

been disappointed that Volkswagen India
never brought the Golf into the country. Yes,
there was the Jetta, the sedan based on the
Golf, a few variants of the new Beetle that
was the Golf in a dress as well as other mod-
els based on the Golf from Audi and
Skoda. But the Golf itself as well as the leg-
endary Golf GTI hot hatchback never
made it to India even as an import.

But now we have the Volkswagen T-Roc,
a twenty lakh crossover-y car from the
German carmaker. Frankly, the T-Roc is the
purest expression of the Golf to have ever
come to India. While it is nicely kitted out,
with twin-tone upholstery and a virtual
cockpit display, if you have been in a Golf
in the recent past, you know you are some-
where familiar. When you would see the
sticker price of the T-Roc, you would
understand why Volkswagen never brought
the Golf to India. With an ex-showroom
price just under twenty lakh, it is very dif-
ficult to make a use-case for this car, no mat-
ter how nice it is to drive. While I should
write another column on Volkswagen India’s
dramatic shift away from Diesels — they say
it is to do with the government policy.
Although I believe it is more of a perception
thing since Dieselgate became equated with
Volkswagen, the 150PS 1.5TSI petrol engine
on the T-Roc is quite smooth particularly
mated to the seven-speed DSG gearbox on
the car.

Frankly, if you do not need the extra
rear space afforded by the likes of the Creta
and Seltos, say if you are single or a young
couple, the T-Roc has more than enough
boot space to carry the luggage for a week-
long getaway and drives way nicer than the
competition. The interior feel with its
usage of light and dark tones is bright and
the cabin genuinely feels cheerful. If it is the
Golf you have been waiting for, this is as
close to one you will get in India for now.
I believe the T-Roc will have limited sales
but serves a statement. If the forthcoming
Taigun in 2021 is built and drives as well as
the T-Roc, I will finally believe that the
Skoda-Volkswagen group will have a win-
ner on their hands. 
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In a chat with Kia Motor’s chief
designer Karim Habib at the Auto

Expo, he spoke about the Kia Sonet
whose concept had just been unveiled
at the show. While the Sonet retained
the brand's signature and smart ‘Tiger
Nose’ grille design, Habib indicated that
it had been inspired by a baby elephant
for the Sonet’s design. After spending a
day with the new car from the Korean
carmaker, let me assure you of two
things. One, it is an elephant because it
is going to trample the competition.
Two, it certainly doesn’t handle like an
elephant on the roads.

Why? Because it is saying a lot when
you compare a car, whose highest spec
variants would cost around 12 lakh
rupees to a luxury car that costs four
times as much. But in terms of trim and
cabin refinement, particularly on the
GT-line cars, the Sonet is unbelievably
good. You really have to start nitpick-
ing to find a flaw in the cabin of the
Sonet. You could argue that it is a bit
busy and that the plastic on the bezel of
the screen is a bit shiny, but overall in
terms of how nice the Sonet feels
inside, it really blows the competition
away. Possibly the Hyundai Venue, the
Sonet’s mechanical brother from anoth-
er mother can face up to it because the
engine and gearboxes are the same. But
I prefer the Sonet’s cabin. Over here,
there is a case to be made that the vehi-
cle that is launched later has superior
interiors, I feel the Creta is better than
the Seltos for example. But as far as sub-
compact SUV-design cars go, the Sonet
leads the pack.

Some say that I can prattle on about
plastics, the metal feel, the quality of the
infotainment system and the seats more
than I do about the extreme speeds and
handling characteristics of cars. But the
Sonet will for 99 per cent of owners be
a daily commuter. While you might
want your daily commuter to be able to
go very fast and stick to a corner like
industrial glue, most importantly, you
want it to be comfortable. After spend-
ing four hours driving around Delhi and
Gurugram, the Sonet’s cabin is one that
I really would not mind being stuck in.
Given its sub-four meter length, it isn’t
the most spacious car but has more
space than most competitors.

Another aspect of this car where it
literally beats the competition is in its
choice of kit, starting with a huge
high-quality 26-centimetre widescreen.
With Apple Play enabled, you can use
the split screen mode to get other bits
of information. On Android Auto,
there is an option to use the entire
screen. You do not get such screens in
cars that cost 50 lakh and you do not get
a branded sound system as well unless
you are paying 60-70 lakh. The GTX+

specification of the Sonet doesn’t just
have wireless charger, ventilated seats
and a panoramic sunroof but also a
BOSE sound system. Then there is an
air purifier that Kia claims has a virus
shield. You sit inside and you really get
amazed at just the level of kit you get on
the Sonet. Maybe the top-spec cars will
cost a lot, but even if they touch 15 lakh,
it is impossible to argue that they are not
good value.

But how is it to drive? Quite nice
actually! I drove the 1-litre 120PS tur-
bocharged petrol with the intelligent
manual transmission and well, my
thoughts on the IMT aside, I’m still not
quite used to the concept of a clutchless
manual. The engine did its job well and
once you do figure out the IMT, you
realise that the ability to control the
torque makes a difference to an AMT
gearbox car. This turbo petrol engine
puts the Sonet (and venue) at the top of
the performance charts for sub 4-metre
cars, and it comes with the IMT as well
as a seven-speed Dual-Clutch automat-
ic. The Sonet also comes with a natu-
rally aspirated 83PS 1.2 petrol engine
available with a five-speed manual
transmission as well as a 1.5 CRDi diesel
in two power levels, 100PS for the six-
speed manual and 115PS for the six-
speed automatic. I also got to drive the
diesel automatic, but let us get to that
later.

The 120PS turbo engine is plenty
fast and once you get the hang of it, that
is how to ride the turbocharger. It can
be extremely great fun to drive since it
is a small and relatively light car. Also,

yes, it does feel slightly floaty around the
corners at speed. Genuinely, I can’t wait
for the turbo engines in something like
a Hyundai i20, but it is fun on the Sonet.
Coming back to the IMT, once you start
getting the hang of the car, you can have
some fun if you know nice empty
stretches of tarmac, but it will still take
me some time to really get to grips with
the fact that while my left hand is work-
ing my left foot isn’t. The diesel auto-
matic with the 115PS engine also feels
nice to drive, and the larger engine block
in the front does give the front slightly
more bite. While you can have fun and
go fast, the Sonet is not a racer but it is
a great, comfortable ride.

Toyota made some noises about not
expanding in the Indian market earlier
this week. While the Innova and Fortuner
have done very well in the Indian mar-
ket thanks to their bulletproof reliabili-
ty and superb resale value, the world’s
largest carmaker has failed to crack the
meat of the market. The Etios Liva was
a cop-out and while the Etios sedan was
a good reliable car and became very pop-
ular with taxi drivers, it got caught out
by the four-metre rule. To blame high
taxes when your product strategy failed
is not exactly fair because you see the
Hyundai-Kia group. Both carmakers, nei-
ther of them ‘well-known’ in India when
they came, have cracked the market.
Toyota executives in India can buy a Kia
Sonet and see for themselves where they
went wrong in India. The 6,500 plus
orders it got on the first day, well those
guys bet on a winner before they knew
just how good it would be. 
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Disinfect most-touched spots, stay
aware on how to protect yourselves
and others around, follow physical

distancing, wash hands and sanitise fre-
quently, wear masks, step out only when
necessary — these are some of the norms
which became mandatory in 2020.
However, no matter how much precautions
we take at our end, there are certain exter-
nal contacts which can’t be avoided. For
example, packaged food products, given the
fact that footfalls at restaurants have seen
a sharp dip and online deliveries are
becoming the new and more convenient
dine-out. And when the mainstream sell-
ing channel went down, delivery did
become the only option for food outlets to
work on their businesses. And to survive
in this competitive market, packaging is one
thing food industry has been focussing
upon with more creative ideas to build the
trust of consumer.

And undeniably, the world of packag-
ing has seen a prominent change. Following
the best of safety measures, packaging food
properly has become the most important
segment in the food industry. However, the
fear still lingers that the Coronavirus
could reach our homes through home
deliveries.

Well, a lack of complete awareness can
be an issue here. Recently, a delivery boy
tested positive in Delhi, who had delivered
food packages to around 70 households.
However, the families did not report any
cases. It proved how the virus cannot be
tranferred through food unless one comes
directly in contact with an infected person.
As the World Health Organisation (WHO),
it is highly unlikely that the virus can be
transmitted through food.

Lack of this knowledge has impacted
several businesses, making it tougher for
the industry to survive. While this certain-
ly came as big relief for the industry but it
needed to reassure customers of the same.
And hence, the process of packaging has
become very important. The factors that
are given utmost importance are: 
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Food handlers’ personal hygiene is crit-

ical to keep food safe for which hygiene
measures like washing hands with soap or
alcohol-based sanitisers, monitoring of
body temperatures are being regularised.
Workers are equipped with masks and
gloves. Sanitisation norms are being
stressed upon in kitchens and grocery
stores strictly. It’s made sure that cooked
food is not touched by bare hands. Right
usage and discarding of PPE is being imple-
mented strictly to ensure the safety of food
packages. After the food is put into the con-
tainer, all risks of attracting the virus are
eliminated. The packet is sanitised and then
put in the carry bag, which is also sanitised.

The cooked food and groceries are
packed in an extra outer bag apart from the
primary carry bag, which contains the
items to add another layer of protection as
and when they are dispatched. The deliv-
ery personnel’s temperature is being monis-
toried regularly as a key measure.
Downloading Arogya Setu app and mark-
ing the personnel green is helping keep a

better track.
The order payment is now preferably

not collected via cash on delivery but is
online or prepaid. As the delivery person-
nel reaches a customer’s home, it is man-

dated that there will be no close contact.
Many food delivery apps have also enabled
an option for people to choose if they want
their package to be left at their doorstep to
avoid any contact with the delivery boy. If

they don’t choose it, he will have to main-
tain a healthy seven meter distance. The
customers are also given instructions on
how to open a package.

This is a very important piece of infor-

mation as it means building consumer faith
to accept packaging without any doubts or
fear. The customers are informed that their
package has reached their doorstep and are
advised to use disposable gloves while
receiving it. The outer packaging to be dis-
carded right outside. The customer should
wear the gloves rightly and discard them
after taking the cooked food out of the
inner packaging and then sanitise hands to
avoid any cross-contamination. It is impor-
tant to reheat the food, which results in
complete elimination of the risk to attract
the virus.

Through these steps, customers are
being educated. Any packaging would fail
if these simple measures were not adopt-
ed to build customer trust back.

This is how restaurants and grocery
store brands are now changing their posi-
tioning and getting more aligned towards
safer food packaging and delivery. Social
media has become the main channel of this
communication. Perception and misinfor-
mation is changing the consumer behav-
iour but soon elimination of the virus trans-
mission fear from packaging will bring a
revolution in packaging and a much-
needed positive change in the industry.

���#��
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The focus is also on the nice, good-

looking appearance of the packaging so that
it provides a positive feel to the customer.
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For restaurants, the material used to

prepare food that can retain a dish’s taste
and texture is equally important. A cus-
tomer that’s used to experience food at a
dine-in now has to be given closest expe-
rience on delivery. A good and safe pack-
aging will all lose their marks if the food
doesn’t taste well.
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One-time use and Coronavirus-resis-

tant packaging have become the new
essentials. While over the last few years,
eco-friendly has been the focus in packag-
ing but today, the one-time use packaging
is contradicting this concept of sustain-
abilty. So keeping this in mind, new eco-
friendly, bamboo paper, non-toxic packag-
ing containers are being worked upon.
Customers are becoming more aware than
before about anything that impacts immu-
nity or raises health and environmental
concerns.

For insatnce, Maharashtra has already
banned packaging, which wasn’t eco-
friendly. The new packaging material con-
tain 51 microns, the ideal quantity. For safe-
ty, glass jars for condiments are also help-
ful as they’re eco-friendly, washable and can
be brought to use in homes again. And
remember, mitti-handis (mud containers)?

Thus, while the packaging industry has
been evolving, material related to packag-
ing are also finding a new face. Even a few
healthcare companies are coming up with
sanitisers specifically to be sprayed on deliv-
ery packages to ensure the disinection of the
packaged material. Well, one could say,
packaging is only getting better!

(The author is co-founder, Daryaganj.)
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Royal Challengers Bangalore skip-
per Virat Kohli on Thursday said

his teammates have become “accep-
tive” of living in the IPL bio-bubble
and there is no “desperation” for a
change of environment as they
approach the tournament proper
from September 19.

RCB landed in Dubai on August
21 and have been training for more
than two weeks, including some
intra-squad practice games.

“To be honest we have become
more acceptive of the situation
around us. Acceptance is the biggest
change I have experienced (since day
1 here),” said Kohli in a virtual media
conference organised to honour
citizens who have become “COVID
Heroes” amid the pandemic.

“When we spoke of the bio-bub-

ble for the first time, we discussed
about appreciating the things we
have and the situation. All of us
have become very relaxed in
that environment.

It will be the first time that
IPL matches will be held in the
absence of a packed crowd but
Kohli said it is the need of the
hour.

“All of us have
thought about it
(initially) and it
would be a
strange feeling
and I won’t
deny that. But
the feeling has
changed little bit after
the training sessions
and practices games,” he
said.

“At the end of the day

you just need to understand why you
started playing the game, you start-
ed playing for the love of it. Crowds

are main part of the game but that
is not what you play for.

“I can only say one thing that
our intensity levels will not

drop, I can assure you. There is
a larger reason why all this is hap-

pening.”
Kohli was joined by

teammates Parthiv
Patel and the young

Devdutt Paddikal in
the interaction.

“It has sunk
in (staying in bio-

bubble). We did
not put saliva on the
ball during practice

games and are taking
care of ourself. It is very
important to be safe,”

said Patel.
“Honestly, it is my third year

with the team, I have never seen this
kind of environment before in my
career. Everyone is smiling and
that is what is important,” he added. 
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Glenn Maxwell and Alex
Carey struck centuries in
a 212-run stand to help

Australia reach a record target of
303 at Old Trafford with two
balls remaining and secure a
ODI series win over England.

Mitchell Starc started the
third and deciding game on
Wednesday by taking wickets
from the first two balls of the
match, and ended it by sweep-
ing a four for the winning runs
under lights as the Australians
consigned England to its first
loss in a bilateral ODI series at
home since 2015.

It was a record ODI chase at
the Manchester venue — better-
ing England’s 286-4 against New
Zealand in 1986 in a 60-over
match — and gave Australia a
famous series win over the
world champions to take back
Down Under from their white-
ball tour that also included a 2-
1 loss in a T20 series.

Replying to 302-7, Australia
slumped to 73-5 only for Carey

and Maxwell to produce
Australia’s highest sixth-wicket
partnership in ODIs and turn
the tide. While Carey was the
steadier of the pair with his 106
off 114 balls, Maxwell delivered
some trademark big hits — he
had seven sixes, all over the short
boundary on one side of the
ground — for his 90-ball 108.

“Maxy is in the team to do
a specific role, and that’s to be
able to take the game away from
opposition but also be that guy
to counterattack and swing
momentum in changing rooms,”
Australia captain Aaron Finch
said.

“What makes him so dam-
aging is he can play all around
the ground. I don’t think there’re
many bowlers in the world that
can trouble him when he is hav-
ing one of those days. The way
he navigated that innings and
took it deeper and deeper ... He
did that perfectly.”

Maxwell eventually fell with
15 balls left and Australia need-
ed 14 off the last two overs.
Carey couldn’t see the tourists

home, either, departing for 106
to a fabulous diving catch by
Mark Wood off the seventh-to-
last ball.

“It probably wasn’t the ideal
situation when I came in but
being the last batter, I suppose
I had a bit of license to go for it
right from the start,” Maxwell
told Sky Sports.

“We thought if we could
take it as deep as we could,
myself and Alex, we might be a
chance at the back end.”

Starc entered, with Australia
needing 10 off the last over
bowled by legspinner Adil
Rashid, and smashed his first

ball down the ground for six.
After two singles, Starc swept
Rashid round the corner and the
ball sped to the boundary rope,
sealing a three-wicket win and
sparking cheers from his team-
mates on the balcony.

England captain Eoin
Morgan said Australia were “too
good for us”, adding: “To lose
two wickets for no runs and then
post over 300 is a huge positive
for us. I think Jonny Bairstow
was outstanding today. Carey
and Maxwell played outstand-
ingly well.”

Playing without Steve Smith
for the third straight game this
series after the star batsman
failed to recover from a knock
to the head, the Aussies looked
in big trouble after Marnus
Labuschagne’s sloppy run-out
left them five down, with just
bowlers to follow Maxwell.

England will regret a no-ball
by Archer — his first in ODI
cricket — off which he had
Carey caught at third man when
on 9. Wicketkeeper Jos Buttler
also dropped a tough chance off
a nick by Maxwell when 44.

“Small opportunities that we
might have taken advantage of
might have changed the game,”
Morgan said, “but when you’ve
been beaten by a better side, you
have to put your hand up.”

It was England’s only
series loss of its international
summer — during which all
of its games have been played
in a bio-secure bubble without
fans — after taking on the
West Indies, Ireland, Pakistan
and Australia in various for-
mats.
Brief scores: England 302/7
(Jonny Bairstow 112, Sam
Billings 57; Adam Zampa
3/51) lose to Australia 305/7

(Glenn Maxwell 108, Alex
Carey 106; Chris Woakes
2/46) by three wickets.
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Julian Draxler’s header deep into stoppage
time gave Paris Saint-Germain a 1-0 home

win against Metz and spared the defending
champion a fourth straight match without
scoring.

After losing the Champions League final
1-0 to Bayern Munich last month, PSG
opened its league campaign with a 1-0 defeat
at Lens followed by a 1-0 loss at home to
Marseille on Sunday in which three PSG
players were sent off.

PSG finished this game with nine men
after center half Abdou Diallo was red card-
ed for a second yellow midway through the
second half and left back Juan Bernat limped
off injured near the end.

After missing a host of chances, anoth-
er embarrassing setback looked likely for
PSG until Metz goalkeeper Alexandre
Oukidja failed to properly clear Angel Di
Maria’s cross from the left.

The opportunist Draxler headed home
in the 93rd minute to save coach Thomas
Tuchel from more pressure.

“We had chances to score in the first

half, but we missed all of our good chances,”
Tuchel said.

Key midfielder Marco Verratti was
sidelined with a minor injury, while strik-
er Kylian Mbappé was also absent as he con-
tinues his recovery from the coronavirus.
Mbappé could return for Sunday’s difficult
match away to coach Patrick Vieira’s Nice.

PSG was also missing Neymar, left back
Layvin Kurzawa and midfielder Leandro
Paredes against Metz. They were suspend-
ed after being sent off following a stoppage-
time brawl against Marseille. Neymar claims
he was racially abused during the game by
Marseille defender Álvaro González.

But the league’s disciplinary commission
said on Wednesday night that so far there
is not enough evidence to summon the play-
ers for a hearing.

The disciplinary commission suspend-
ed Kurzawa for six games, while Neymar and
Paredes each got a three-game ban plus one
game suspended. 

New Delhi: The Indian Premier
League franchises will be heav-
ing a sigh of relief as all the 21
Australian and English players
arriving to the UAE from the
United Kingdom will have to
undergo just 36 hours of quar-
antine instead of the earlier
prescribed six days.

All the franchises which
have English and Australian
players arriving after the white
ball series in the UK had
appealed for reducing the quar-
antine period and the BCCI
under Sourav Ganguly’s leader-
ship has been able to successful-
ly sort the issue out with local
authorities in the UAE.

“Yes, I can confirm that all
the English and Australian play-
ers have to now undergo 36-
hour quarantine instead of six
days. The matter has been sort-
ed and most of the teams will
now have their big stars available
from the first game itself,” a
senior IPL functionary privy to
development told PTI.

The likes of Steve Smith,
David Warner, Jofra Archer, Jos
Buttler will arrive in the UAE late
on Thursday night (UAE time)
and on arrival will undergo RT-
PCR test for Covid-19.

“The BCCI did a great job
in reducing the quarantine peri-
od to 36 hours. This means
teams like Chennai Super Kings
(Josh Hazlewood and Tom
Curran), Rajasthan Royals
(Smith, Buttler, Archer) will
have all their players available
from their first game. Ditto for
Kings XI Punjab that has Glenn
Maxwell in its roster and Delhi
Capitals that has Alex Carry,” a
franchise official said. PTI
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Mumbai Indians captain
Rohit Sharma on

Thursday conceded that
“incomparable” Sri Lankan pace
legend Lasith Malinga, who has
opted out of this year’s IPL, will
be severely missed by his
defending champion team given
his “unbelievable” past perfor-
mances.

The 37-year-old Malinga,
who is IPL’s highest wicket-
taker with 170 scalps to his cred-
it, has pulled out citing person-
al reasons in a major blow to the
four-time champions. 

“I don’t think it is easy to
come and fill his boots. He has
been a match-winner for
Mumbai. I have said it many
times, whenever we sort of find
ourselves in trouble, Malinga
was the one to bail us out from
that,” Rohit said in a pre-season
online press conference.

“His experience will be
missed, what he did with MI is
unbelievable and it is unfortu-
nate that he is not a part of the
team this year.

“We have got likes —
(James) Pattinson, Dhawal
Kulkarni, Mohsin (Khan) and
these are the names that we are
looking to replace Malinga with.
But obviously what Malinga
did for Mumbai, it is not just
comparable,” he added.

Talking about his own role,
Rohit said he will continue to
open.

“I opened the entire tourna-
ment last year and I will contin-
ue to do that. Again I keep all the
options open, whatever the team
wants, happy to do that.

“Even when I play for India,
message from my side to the
management has always been
the same ‘do not close any
doors’ keep all the options open
and I will do the same here as
well,” he said.

India’s white-ball vice-cap-
tain also felt that correct read-
ing of conditions would be cru-
cial to his team’s fortunes.

“The challenge for us will be

to adapt to these conditions here
which probably none of us are
used to, because not a lot of
cricketers from our group have

played here,” Rohit said.
“I think mentally it is about

going out there and understand-
ing what the pitch is doing, and
based on that, you need to plan
your game — whether it is your
batting or bowling. So we have
had a good chat around the
group about that,” he elaborated.

Talking about the opening
match against the Chennai
Super Kings, he said Mumbai is
ready for the challenge.

“CSK are probably one of
the successful IPL teams and you
can’t take them for
granted...They will come out all
guns blazing. None of us have
played cricket for months now,
so obviously everybody wants to
start on a high.

“So, we will be expecting a
great contest between the two
and we need to focus on what we
need to do as team and all our
bases are covered,” Rohit signed
off. 

Abu Dhabi: Monitoring come-
back man Hardik Pandya’s
workload is paramount for
Mumbai Indians coach Mahela
Jayawardene as he intends to
groom a “few more finishers”
for the upcoming edition of IPL.

Hardik will play his first
game in a year on Saturday hav-
ing undergone back surgery for
stress fracture last year.

“Hardik is coming back
from an injury. So we will
have to be mindful of that
but he is looking very good
in the nets. Both the play-
ers (Pandya broth-
ers) have been
fantastic for MI
over the last
three or four
years. It brings
a lot of energy
to the group,”
Jayawardene
said during

MI’s virtual media conference.
The Sri Lankan legend was

asked whether Hardik will again
be assigned the finisher’s job.

“We have used him
(Hardik) in different roles in the
past and we will look into that.
We will have quite a number of
other players who can fix into

that role as well, so whenev-
er the opportunity is
there we ask anyone to
finish the game off,” said
the former Sri Lanka
captain.

“It doesn’t just fall on
Hardik but it is one of

his responsibili-
ties, so we want
to try and chal-
lenge players in
different ways in
this camp, so we
will continue to
do that,” he said.

PTI
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Lionel Messi scored his first goals of
Barcelona’s preseason as coach Ronald

Koeman left Luis Suárez and Arturo
Vidal off his team for a second friendly
match.

Messi netted two goals and set up
one more in a 3-1 victory over sec-
ond-tier Girona, Barcelona’s second
training match since Koeman took
over as coach.

The goals were also
Messi’s first since his failed
attempt to leave the club
this offseason.

Barcelona posted a
photo on Twitter of
Messi and Koeman
clasping hands when
the star forward was
substituted along with
most of his teammates
with half an hour to go. It

seemed meant to deliver a message of
unity between the player and manager
amid one of the most tumultuous peri-
ods in the club’s recent history.

Girona offered little resistance to
Barcelona’s attack, formed by new sign-

ing Francisco Trincão, Philippe
Coutinho, Antoine Griezmann and
Messi.

Messi’s perfectly placed pass
sent Trincão clear for the Portugal

forward to square the ball to
Coutinho, who only had to

scoop in the 20th-minute
opener. Messi doubled the
lead in the 45th with a shot
from outside the area that
went in off the upright.

Samuel Saiz got Girona
on the scoreboard after half-
time before Messi got his

brace with a shot that took a
deflection off a defender to fool
the Girona goalkeeper.

����� !;:�-,!;$�

Kolkata Knight Riders left-
handed batsman Nitish

Rana is excited to play alongside
Eoin Morgan and hopes that he
will imbibe some of reigning
World Cup-winning skipper’s
leadership qualities.

The England limited-overs
skipper was bought at the auc-
tion for �5.25 crore as he’s set
to reunite with the fran-
chise after his stint from
2011-2013.

The 34-year-old will
be joining the side after
leading England to
their maiden
World Cup glory
in 2019 and Rana,
who led Delhi at
domestic level, is excited.

“I hope I also have
that sort of leadership
quality so that it helps in
my domestic team and
I grow as a player,”
Rana said in a media
interaction.

“He is one such
rare left-handed bats-
man who dominates
white ball cricket.
He’s a World Cup-
winning captain of a
successful country. I’m
looking forward to
learning many things from
him.”

On the slow pitches in
the UAE, a pace-heavy
KKR line-up will have

limited spin resources in Sunil
Narine and Kuldeep Yadav.

Rana, who bowls part-time
offspin, is also looking for-
ward to get some more overs
under his belt this time.

“Bowling is not a new thing
to me. I’ve been bowling in
domestic cricket. It’s good that
spinners will get an advantage
here so that I also will get some
grip. I’ve improved as a player
and a bowler. Hope I get more
overs and help the team.”

The left-hander said he
does not have a fixed batting
slot and is ready to serve the

team at any position.
“I will bat as per

team demand. I
don’t have a fixed
batting slot. I’m
available to serve
the team at any
spot.”

Having served
long injury lay-offs
respectively, the 2018
U-19 World Cup win-
ning duo of Kamlesh
Nagarkoti and Shivam
Mavi are back in full
throttle, Rana said.

“Nagarkoti was
unfortunate to be injured
for two years. He’s back
strong. But this time, both
of them are back in full
rhythm and clocking
140kph-plus consistently.

It will be challenging for any
batsman. I hope they will do
well,” he added.
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Cricket Australia on Thursday
revealed that Steve Smith is fol-

lowing “concussion protocols” which
are crucial for his return to cricket
in the IPL and asserted that it is “not
willing” to compromise with the fit-
ness of the Rajasthan Royals skipper.

CA said it is working in tandem
with RR to ensure his smooth
return to competitive action after
missing the entire England ODI

series due to the concussion suffered
during training.

“Cricket Australia has strict
protocols when it comes to head
impacts and concussions and, as
we’ve seen over the last 12 months,
we’re not willing to compromise on
those,” CA’s head of sports science
Alex Kountouris said in a statement.

“Steve is making progress and
working with our medical team
through the concussion protocols
required to return to play,” he added.

Smith was hit on the head during a
net session prior to the first ODI in
Manchester and since then recov-
ered well but not enough to play a
competitive cricket.

Kountouris said the franchise
and CA will be working together to
monitor Smith’s fitness upon his
arrival in the UAE.

Smith had also endured a con-
cussion during last year’s Ashes
game at the Lord’s and subsequent-
ly missed a Test match.
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Manchester: Australia’s Glenn
Maxwell said “we had nothing
to lose” after his century helped
seal a dramatic ODI series win
over world champions England
on Wednesday.

Asked what he was feeling
as he walked out to bat,

Maxwell said: “I was probably
feeling we had nothing much to
lose. I suppose coming in at
70/5, it is probably hit or bust
at that stage.

“If you lose another wick-
et in the next five or 10 overs it
is pretty hard to expect the

bowlers to do the job at the
back. Having trust in my own
technique and in my partner at
the other end, myself and Alex
have had some good partner-
ships over the last few of years
and I really enjoyed batting with
him at the other end.” AFP
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New Delhi: Royal Challengers
Bangalore players will sport the
jerseys with the “My COVID
Heroes” written on them all
through the IPL to pay tribute to
all those on the frontline in the bat-
tle against the pandemic.

The slogan honouring the
“COVID Heroes” will be printed
on the back of the playing as well
as the training jerseys, the team
announced on Thursday. PNS

�����%��
���������������
=���	�$���������	�����		��

�������������������
�����
	����
G�������������D��������

��!���4������
�����
������
��)���
��������&��
���������
�������	���������
��
	�7��
�
����
�����5����
��������
� 1)

������������
��������,�����G�
����������B��������
�

� �8�� �(%&���� �*�. ������������"�		�����	�*����������������


