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Aday after the Lok Sabha
passed two contentious

agriculture Bills, despite the
opposition by BJP’s oldest ally
Shiromani Akali Dal terming it
as an “anti-farmer” move, farm-
ers’ protests have spread in sev-
eral States, including
Maharashtra, Punjab, Haryana,
Telangana, Chhattisgarh and
western Uttar Pradesh. 

A protesting farmer in
Punjab on Friday tried to com-
mit suicide by consuming poi-
sonous substance. Farmers’
organisations  have decided to
hold a “rail roko” agitation
from September 24 to 26 in
protest against the Bills.
Thousands of farmers from
western Uttar Pradesh held a sit
in protest on the Delhi-Meerut
expressway on Friday.

The Congress has
announced to launch a nation-

wide agitation against the farm
Bills and is in talks with other
Opposition parties to corner
the Modi Government. Punjab
Finance Minister Manpreet
Singh Badal on Friday said
Punjab alone would suffer a
loss of �4,000 crore every year
due to these legislations that
will lead to mass destruction of
rural livelihoods, increase
farmer distress.

“We have decided to hold
a rail roko nationwide agitation
from September 24 to 26
against the three agriculture
legislations,” Kisan Mazdoor
Sangharsh Committee general

secretary Sarwan Singh
Pandher said. Already, differ-
ent farmer organisations in
Punjab have given a call for a
“bandh” on September 25.  

A protesting farmer has
tried to commit suicide in
Badal village, the hometown of
the Badals, in Muktsar district.
He ate poison on Friday morn-
ing around 6:30 and his con-
dition is still critical.

Thousands of farmers are
sitting on dharna in Muktsar,
Amritsar and other areas in
Punjab under the banner of
Kisan Mazdoor Sangharsh
Committee, Bhartiya Kisan

Union, All India Kisan
Sangharsh Coordination
Committee and Rashtriya
Kisan Mahasangh. The farmers
argue that the legislations
would lead to the dismantling
of the minimum support price
(MSP) system, leaving them at
the “mercy” of big corporates.
According to Rakesh Tikait,
Bharatiya Kisan Union, thou-
sands of farmers have protest-
ed at the Delhi-Meerut
Expressway against the passage
of farm Bills. 

A member of Punjab
Aarhtia Association, said,
“These legislations will ruin the

agriculture marketing infra-
structure network created in
the past five decades. Benod
Anand of Rashtriya Kisan
Mahasangh, an organisation of
62 farmers unions,” he said,
adding that farmers will hit the
road on September 24 across
India. 

The Centre has brought the
Bills without discussion with
stakeholders, he alleged.

“Agriculture falls in the
State list of subjects,” he said,
adding that the Union
Government’s action impinges
on the State’s rights.
Traditionally at odds (farmers
and arthiyas) are together in
this one-on-one against the
BJP-led Centre aided by
Opposition parties, farmers’
organisations and activists.
Perhaps the real issue is too
technical and the threat of
new ecosystem rendering MSP
irrelevant more impacting.  In

Haryana, the members of the
Bharatiya Kisan Union blocked
the national highway-44 on
September 10, demanding the
immediate withdrawal of the
agriculture ordinances. 

Protesters were also baton
charged in Pipli near Haryana’s
Kurukshetra, for defying the
administration’s warnings dur-
ing the coronavirus pandemic.

Continued on Page 11
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The Lok Sabha on Friday
witnessed heated exchanges

between the Congress and the
BJP members,  leading to four
adjournments over Minister
of State for Finance Anurag
Thakur barb that Sonia
“Gandhi family was cheating
the public”, during a debate on
the  tax laws amendment Act
to include tax concessions to
donations in PM Cares Fund.
The Lok Sabha resumed only
after Thakur apologised.

Chaos started after
Congress MPs Shashi Tharoor,
Manish Tewari and TMC MP
Sougata Roy opposed the cre-
ation of PM Cares Fund and
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman allowed her deputy
Thakur to reply to the
Opposition charges.

Praising Prime Minister
Naredra Modi and the fund,

Thakur started attacking the
Opposition and alleged that
“Gandhi family” fooled the
people by including the
Congress president in the
PMNRF set up by Jawaharlal
Nehru.

“Opposition opposing PM
Cares Fund, just for the sake of
it, is like they opposed EVMs
& then lost many elections.
They subsequently termed Jan
Dhan, demonetisation, Triple
Talaq and GST bad. They find
a defect in everything, truth is
their intention is defected.
Nehru ordered the creation of
the Prime Minister’s National
Relief Fund in 1948 like a
royal order but its registration
has not been done even till
today. How did it get FCRA
clearance?,” Thakur asked.

The Opposition leaders
slammed Thakur and sought
his apology.

Continued on Page 11
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Hours after the suspension
of flights by Dubai Civil

Aviation Authority (DCAA)
from India to Dubai for 15 days
after two fliers tested positive
for coronavirus, Air India
Express on Friday evening
announced that flight opera-
tions will begin as originally
scheduled from September 19.

The announcement was
made by the Air India Express
on its Facebook and Twitter
pages late on Friday. “Attention
passengers from/to Dubai! All
Air India Express flights
from/to Dubai will operate as
per original schedule w.e.f
tomorrow, September 19, 2020
(sic),” the airline tweeted.

Earlier on Friday morning,

the DCAA temporarily sus-
pended Air India Express
flights scheduled to resume
from September 19 to October
2, for 15 days alleging that two
coronavirus positive passengers
flew on board the flights on two
separate occasions despite hav-
ing Covid-19 positive test
reports, a day before start of
mega T20 cricket event ‘Indian
Premier League’ in the UAE.

The Air India Express ear-
lier submitted a letter to DCAA
expressing its profuse apologies
and detailing various actions
taken in association with the
concerned ground-handling
agents to guard against such
lapse in the future.

Continued on Page 11
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An enquiry ordered by the
Indian Army to probe a

controversial encounter in
which three unidentified “ter-
rorists” were killed in
Amshipora of Shopian on July
18 has concluded that the three
of them were labourers from
Rajouri. 

They have been identified
as Imtiyaz Ahmed, Abrar
Ahmed and Mohd Ibrar. 

Army chief General Manoj
Mukund Naravane on Friday
said investigation into the laps-
es will be conducted with
utmost fairness and will be
taken to the logical conclusion.

The Indian Army has
ordered disciplinary proceed-
ings under the Army Act
against those found prima-

facie answerable.
Srinagar-based Defence

spokesman Col Rajesh Kalia in
a written statement said, “The
enquiry has brought out certain
prima facie evidence indicating
that during the operation, pow-
ers vested under the AFSPA
1990 were exceeded and the
do’s and don’ts of Chief of
Army Staff (COAS) as
approved by the Supreme

Court have been contravened.”
Op Amshipora had earlier

come under the scanner after
three Rajouri-based families
lodged a missing report on
August 10 at police post Peeru
in Kotranka tehsil claiming
they were not in touch with
their children, ever since they
had reached Shopian in search
of work since July 17, 2020.

These families had
approached the police after
images of the slain ultras, killed
in the encounter, were circu-
lated in the social media along
with images of three youngsters
from Rajouri.

The Defence spokesman,
however, added, their DNA
report is awaited and the police
are also investigating if they
were in anyway involved with
terrorism or related activities.
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The Central Government
will allow private compa-

nies to set passenger fares once
they start operating train ser-
vices in the country, a move
aimed at luring investors.

“Private players have been
given the freedom to fix fares
in their own way,” said VK
Yadav, chairman of Railway
Board. But, “air-conditioned
buses and planes also operate

on those routes, and they have
to keep that in mind before fix-
ing fares.

The move is considered to
attract investors. As per reports,
the decision to allow private
players in Indian Railways will

attract an investment of around
$7.5 billion in the next five
years. Various companies like
Alstom SA, Bombardier Inc,
GMR Infrastructure Ltd and
Adani Enterprises Ltd have
reportedly expressed their
interest in such projects.

The Indian Railways will
also start levying ‘’user fees’’ as
part of train fares for the sta-
tions that have been redevel-
oped and those with high foot-
fall in order to generate revenue
to provide better facilities for
passengers.

Once it comes into effect,
it will be for the first time that
such charges are levied on rail
passengers.

Continued on Page 11
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Google on Friday restored
the Paytm app on its Play

store after removing it for a few
hours for violating its policy on
sports betting activities.

The app was back on the
Google Play Store on Friday
evening after the Softbank-
backed Paytm removed the
“cashback” feature from a
recently-launched game on the
application. 

“Update: And we’re back!”
Paytm said in a tweet. On
Friday morning, Google
removed the Paytm app —
which facilitates use of wallet
and payments bank services —
from the Play Store.  

“The app was blocked for
violation of Play policies — a
clarification of our policy was
released earlier today ahead of
the IPL tournament,” Google
said in a response, adding that
only the app availability on Play
store was impacted.  

Continued on Page 11
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Accusing the opponents of
the agriculture Bills

passed by the  Lok Sabha  of
“standing with middlemen”,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday assured farm-
ers that the Government’s pur-
chase of their produce and
Minimum Support price
(MSP) would continue. He
asked them “not to be mislead
by the lies” of those “who ruled
the country for decades”.

Asserting that  three Bills
passed by the Lok Sabha on
Thursday were aimed at
“reforming  agriculture”,  the
Prime Minister said the legis-
lation would “free” farmers to
sell their produce anywhere in
the country and fetch them
more returns. He said new
moves by the Government
would provide farmers with
“rakhsha kavach” and save
them from brokers.

“But a few people who
ruled the country for decades
are trying to mislead farmers
and telling lies. They had
promised about the reform in
their manifesto but forgot
after reforms and when the
NDA implementing them,

these people are creating  mis-
givings,” Modi said on the
occasion of inauguration of
Kosi rail mega bridge in Bihar
while addressing through
video conference.

Without naming the
Congress, Modi hit out at the
Opposition party for “double
crossing” farmers and creating
“disinformation”.

Praising Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, Modi
said,  “Nitish understood what
damage  Agriculture Produce
Market Committee (APMC),
set up by States to regulate
markets,  had done to the
farmers and “removed APMC
Act in the State.”  

Continued on Page 11
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Aday after Akali Dal’s
Harsimrat Kaur Badal

resigned from the Union
Cabinet opposing the contro-
versial farms Bills, Haryana
Deputy Chief Minister and JJP
leader Dushyant Chautala met
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar on Friday in a bid to
find a way out of the vexed sit-
uation with farmers on the
warpath in the State.

Sources said the State
Government would reach out
to the farmers and their
organisations to take the mes-
sage across that the Bills
would actually help their
cause. 

JJP leader Digvijay Singh
Chautala asserted that the

party’s coalition with the BJP
in Haryana is going strong
and accused the Opposition
Congress of trying to mislead
the farmers. He downplayed
reports that there was fissure
in the alliance saying the
Congress spreads rumours. 

Interestingly, JJP had ear-
lier apologised for the lath-
icharge on farmers in
Kurukshetra’s Pipli last week
when farmers were protesting
against the three farm ordi-
nances promulgated by the
Union Government.

Asked if the JJP was fac-
ing any pressure in its alliance
with the BJP after Harsimrat’s
resignation, Digvijay said,
“Our tie-up is strong. Our
responsibility is to ensure that
farmers’ crops are procured as
per the MSP and we will
ensure this in the upcoming
procurement season. The
biggest issue is the MSP. It is
our commitment to farmers
that we will not allow their
crops to be procured below
the minimum support price.”

Continued on Page 11
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Breaking all previous records,
1,244 more people tested

positive for coronavirus infec-
tion in the city which report-
ed 15 more fatalities on Friday
evening.

Across the state too, there
were 98 COVID-19 fatalities on
Friday, taking the death toll to
4,869.

A senior official at the
CMO office in Lucknow said
the tally of confirmed COVID-
19 cases in the city rose to
44,109 while the death toll 
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Lucknow (PNS): Bahujan Samaj
Party  chief  Mayawati on Friday
said that her party was against
the passage of two bills in the
Lok Sabha related to ‘reforms’ in
agriculture marketing.

In a tweet in Hindi on Friday,
the former chief minister of Uttar
Pradesh said, “Two bills related to
farmers were passed in
Parliament on Thursday without
clearing doubts of farmers and
BSP does not agree with this.”

“It will be better if the Central
government focuses on what the
farmers in the country want,” she
said.

Lok Sabha on Thursday
passed two bills related to reforms
in agriculture marketing after a
debate in which Union
Agriculture Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar said that the legis-
lation would “end licence raj” and
the farmers would be free to sell

their agricultural produce accord-
ing to their choice. 

BJP’s ally Shiromani Akali
Dal opposed the two bills. Several
opposition parties including the
Congress also strongly opposed
the bills. It resulted in the resig-
nation of Union Minister
Harsimrat Kaur Badal.

The House passed the
Farmers’ Produce Trade and
Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Bill, 2020 and the
Farmers (Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement on Price
Assurance and Farm Services
Bill, 2020. The bills seek to
replace two ordinances brought
by the government earlier this
year. 

Tomar in his reply sought to
allay apprehension of members
opposing the bills. “Both these
Acts will empower the agricultur-
al economy,” he said.
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Lucknow (PNS): Uttar Pradesh
Congress Committee has termed
the Farming Produce Trade and
Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Bill and the Farmers
(Empowerment and Protection)
Agreement of Price Assurance and
Farm Services and the Essential
Commodities (Amendment) Bill as
black laws and anti-farmer, saying
they would break the backbone of
farmers and promote contract
farming.

In a statement issued here on
Friday evening, UPCC president
Ajay Kumar Lallu said that the three
agriculture bills passed by
Parliament were laws which would
completely destroy common 
farmers. 

“All the three laws would cost
millions of marginal and small
farmers of the state dearly and their
entire farming would be lost to
clearing debt. He said the removal
of food grains, fruits and vegetables
from the list of essential commodi-
ties would lead to hoarding and
there would be price volatility. 

Lallu demanded that under one
country one support price, the min-
imum support price be fixed for the
entire country for all crops, fruits,
grains, vegetables, etc. 
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

said that there was huge poten-
tial for the manufacturing of
bulk drugs and medical equip-
ment as there was huge spurt
in demand for both following
the coronavirus pandemic. 

Yogi said the state would
have to take urgent measures
for tapping the potential and
for this medical park had to be
set up for the manufacture of
bulk drugs and medical equip-
ment.  

A presentation on the
manufacture of bulk drugs and
medical equipment was made

before the chief minister on
Friday.

The chief minister said
adequate human resources and
infrastructural facilities were
available in the state and both
the commodities (drugs and
medical equipment) were
needed now in large quantities.  

He said UP had a huge net-
work of MSME units besides
Central research laboratories
like CDRI< NBRI, CIMAP
and ITRC, and IITs at Kanpur
Nagar and Varanasi and
KGMU and other institutions
of excellence existed in the
state.  

He said the setting up of
medical parks would not only
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Friday

stressed the need for revival of
Police Awas Nigam, a presti-
gious wing of the Uttar Pradesh
Police.

The wing having a DG-
rank officer was engaged with
the construction projects of the
UPP but during the last one
decade, it went into deep finan-
cial crunch as it was ignored by
the department as well as the
government and all major con-
struction projects of the Police
department were given to other
construction agencies of the
government. 

However, in the last two
years, the government sanc-
tioned works related to the
department to the Police Awas
Nigam, finally reversing the
trend, and this year, the Police
Awas Nigam started to show
profit. The Police Awas Nigam
has its construction offices in
Lucknow, Meerut, Agra,
Kanpur Nagar, Prayagraj,
Varanasi, Gorakhpur and
Gonda.  

Reviewing the meeting of
the officials of the UP Police

Awas Nigam here on Friday,
Additional Chief Secretary
(Home) Awanish Kumar
Awasthi directed the officials to
expedite the ongoing projects
and complete them within the
stipulated time while maintain-
ing high standard of work. 

He said on the directions of
the chief minister, proper
financial support was being
given to the Police Awas Nigam
so that it did not face any prob-
lems in completing the projects
within time.

ADG Hariram Sharma,
who is presently heading the
Police Awas Nigam, disclosed
that the corporation was facing
financial losses of Rs 11 crore
in 2017-18 which was cut to Rs
8 crore in the financial year
2018-19 and in the current
financial year, the Police Awas
Nigam had shown tremen-
dous progress and till August,
it had earned a profit of Rs 1
crore. He hoped that the prof-
it would further increase by the
end of the financial year in
March 2021.

Sharma disclosed that on
government’s initiative, the cor-
poration was engaged in 155
projects.
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In view of the rise in COVID-
19 cases in Uttar Pradesh,

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
has asked people to take pre-
cautions and avoid any public
gathering during the festivals.

“Maintain vigil and take
precautions in view of the
coming festivals. Avoid any
public gathering during the fes-
tivals and strictly follow the
norms of social distancing and
use of masks,” the chief minis-
ter said while presiding over a
high-level Unlock review meet-
ing at Lok Bhawan here on
Friday.

The chief minister reiterat-
ed that mass awareness be
spread about protection from
coronavirus infection and
observance of traffic rules.

Additional Chief Secretary
(Home) Awanish Kumar
Awasthi informed the chief
minister that all district mag-
istrates and district police chiefs
had already been instructed to
take up awareness campaign
through public address system
in their respective districts.

On the ongoing testing, the
chief minister expressed satis-
faction that the state govern-
ment was carrying out more
than 1.55 lakh Covid tests per
day. He asked the officials to
maintain the momentum as
testing was the single most
important component of
COVID-19 control measures.

He said that treatment of
the COVID-19 patients could
be started immediately if the
person was taken to Level-1
hospital. He said that contact
tracing became important in
this case hence it should be fol-
lowed. Saying that the availabil-
ity of oxygen and essential
medicines should be ensured in
the Covid hospitals, the chief
minister said that other hospi-
tals of the state should also not
face any shortage of oxygen.

He said that treatment pat-
tern of the successfully treated

COVID-19 patients should be
studied well in Lucknow and
Kanpur Nagar in order to con-
tain the spread of coronavirus
infection.

In this regard, Additional
Chief Secretary, (Health) Amit
Mohan Prasad, in consultation
with doctors, shall study the
treated patients in the district
hospitals while  Additional
Chief Secretary (Medical
Education) Rajneesh Dube
would do the same in medical
colleges and medical institutes.
By doing so, they will ensure
increase in the recovery rate.

Yogi directed officials to
prepare an action plan for
more registrations under the
goods and services tax (GST).
He said efforts should be made
to augment the GST revenue
and prevent tax evasion. 

He also directed officials to
convene a meeting of Udyog
Bandhu to solve the problems
of investors and entrepreneurs.

The chief minister issued
specific instructions to main-
tain vigil and to take precaution
in view of the coming festivals.
He asked people to avoid any
public gathering during the fes-

tivals and strictly follow the
norms of social distancing and
use of masks.

He also asked officials to
make sure that the financial
assistance for disaster-hit per-
son was distributed timely.

Additional Chief Secretary
(Health) Amit Mohan Prasad
said that there were 67,825
active cases in the state while
2,70,094 COVID-19 patients
had recovered, including 6,806
who were discharged from
hospitals in the last 24 hours.
He said 1,55,897 sample were
tested on Thursday.

Prasad said there were
35,124 asymptomatic COVID-
19 patients in home isolation,
3,926 in private hospitals, 202
in semi paid hotels and the rest
in government-run Covid hos-
pitals.

He said 3.61 lakh Covid
surveillance teams had covered
2.39 crore houses and checked
11.79 crore in 1,09,838 areas.  

Those present in the meet-
ing included the Health
Minister Jai Pratap Singh, Chief
Secretary RK. Tiwari,
Infrastructure and Industrial
Development Commissioner
Alok Tandon, Agriculture
Production Commissioner
Alok Sinha, Additional Chief
Secretary (Finance) Sanjeev
Mittal, Additional Chief
Secretary (Home and
Information) Awanish Kumar
Awasthi, DGP HC Awasthi,
Additional Chief Secretary
(Health) Amit Mohan Prasad,
Additional Chief Secretary
(Medical Education) Rajneesh
Dube, Additional Chief
Secretary to CM SP Goyal,
Additional Chief Secretary
(MSME) Navneet Sehgal,
Additional Chief Secretary
(Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj) Manoj Kumar
Singh, Principal Secretary to
CM Sanjay Prasad, Secretary to
CM Alok Kumar, Relief
Commissioner Sanjay Goyal,
Director of Information Shishir
and other senior officers.

create fresh employment
opportunities but also go a long

way in strengthening the state’s
economy.
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Aday after Samajwadi Party
and Congress observed

the 70th birthday of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi as
Berojgar Diwas, the Yogi
Adityanath government on
Friday directed all govern-
ment departments to give
details of vacancies immedi-
ately and asked the recruit-
ment boards to prepare them-
selves for large-scale recruit-
ment within three months.

The government, which
will go to the polls in the
next 16 months, has fixed
the target to give appointment
letters in the next six
months.

The chief minister, while
holding a meeting here on
Friday, directed all depart-
ments to give details of the
vacant posts so that the
process to fill them up could
be started.

“We have to fill these
vacancies like we did by giv-
ing jobs to over three lakh
people during this regime in
a transparent way,” he said.

Over one lakh govern-
ment posts are vacant in the

state.
Though there is a propos-

al to appoint the government
employees on contract for
five years and then only con-
firm them, it is yet to be
approved.

During the his 3-year-5-
month rule in UP, the Yogi
Adityanath government has
appointed 50,000 primary
teachers, 37,000 police
constables and over one lakh
government  employees
besides over one lakh appoint-
ments in other government
sectors.

During the lockdown
period, the UP government
one crore migrant workers.

Meanwhile, Bharatiya
Janata Party vice-president
and MLC Vijay  Bahadur
Pathak thanked Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath for taking
the decision to make such
massive appointments.

“No governments in the
past has taken such a decision
to provide such large-scale
appointments,” Pathak said,
adding that the past
appointments in this regime
were done in a transparent
way.
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TSNK SAJAL KANTI DAS
01 NOV 1983 - 22 AUG 2020

ALL RANKS OF ARMY MEDICAL
CORPS SOLEMNLY PRAY TO THE
ALMIGHTY TO BESTOW PEACE TO
THE DEPARTED SOUL AND GRANT
STRENGTH TO THE BEREAVED
FAMILY TO BEAR THE GREAT LOSS
OF TSNK SAJAL KANTI DAS WHO DIED
WHILE SERVING WITH 4003 FD HOSP.

FROM: LT GEN NAVDEEP SINGH LAMBA
AND ALL RANKS OF ARMY MEDICAL CORPS

OBITUARY
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There is 85-90 per cent occu-
pancy of ICU beds in

Lucknow district and it has
doubled since August when it
was half of what it is now. A
senior official at the Health
department said that the occu-
pancy for HDU beds was 75-
80 per cent while that of isola-
tion beds 50 per cent.

He admitted that with the
number of severe patients hav-
ing gone up in the district, the
occupancy of ICU beds
increased. “We are already in
the process of increasing crit-
ical care beds and one of the
private hospitals will be short-
ly starting Covid-19 facilities.
We are also exploring the scope
of increasing the beds at Lok
Bandhu and Sara Mau after
SGPGI and KGMU,” the official
said.

Meanwhile, Divisional
Commissioner Ranjan Kumar
said would soon announce a
helpline number so that every
person with the mildest of
symptoms could call on it.
“There will be a dedicated
team of doctors to take the
calls,” Kumar said. The aim is
to make the patients talk about
their ailments.

“First of all, patients will
overcome the tendency not to
tell and feel comfortable to
speak about symptoms such as
cough and fever. We had found
in our review that sometimes
the saturation level of oxygen
goes down to a large extent and
it is then that people come for
treatment. They need to be told
that if they don’t hide their
symptoms, 7-8 days would not
go waste. It will help because
these kinds of calls are less and
we will monitor if the number
of calls was increasing after this
intervention,” he said.

He further pointed out
that if such cases were detect-
ed early and treated accord-
ingly, the number of cases
would automatically come
down.

He said he had discus-
sions with officials on a long list
of issues regarding the con-
tainment of virus. Kumar said
he had also held discussions
with KGMU,  RMLIMS and
SGPGI, and they were going to
develop tutorials and other
technical interventions.

Regarding enforcement, he
said people need to be told
about the seriousness of the
disease as awareness makes a

lot of difference. “People start
observing precautions when
they are told about the seri-
ousness of the disease,” he said.

On Friday, the divisional
commissioner presided over a
meeting to discuss the provi-
sion of one portable X-ray
machine in all Level-1 hospi-
tals and CHCs so that the
spread of virus could be con-
tained. The divisional com-
missioner also took stock of
door-to-door surveillance in
which he was informed that
nearly 600 teams were involved
in it. He said that strict mon-
itoring should be carried out
regarding the charges being
made  by private hospitals for
treatment of Covid patients
and that  in the next one

week, monitoring of these hos-
pitals should be completed.

Meanwhile, a senior fac-
ulty member of KGMU’s
department of Pathology said
that with different facilities, the
lab was playing a leading role
in the field of  diagnostics in
Covid-19 times. “Our depart-
ment is providing uninter-
rupted services during this
pandemic. We have processed
6,495 surgical and cancer sam-
ples since March,” he added. 

“We have tested more than
50,000 samples in the chemi-
cal lab. We got NABL accred-
itation for chemical pathology
laboratory for 2020-2222
under the supervision of HoD
Dr Wahid Ali.

A separate dedicated

Covid pathology laboratory is
functional since March and the
department is collecting sam-
ples from different Covid
wards and all samples are
processed in a definite time
limit.

“In our laboratories, we are
following  rules and regulations
of internal quality controls as
per external quality control
system programme,” he said.

Meanwhile, a senior district
administration official said that
people could visit the website
(labsreports.upcovid19tracks.in)
to   know the status of their
reports. He said one could put
their mobile numbers and after
submitting OTPs, the reports
could be printed or saved in
PDF format.
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Police claimed to have
arrested two criminals

from Hasanpur area under
Gosainganj police station on
Friday morning while three of
their accomplices managed to
escape. Those arrested were
identified as Santosh Kumar
and Nanhe. Two knives, four
packets of cigarettes, a ham-
mer, rod, screw driver and saw
were recovered from their
possession. The police dis-
closed the identity of those
who escaped as Shiv Kumar,

Rajendra and Ram Kumar.
They assembled at a

deserted place in Hasanpur
area on the intervening night
of Thursday and Friday to plan
some crime.

Information was passed
on to the Gosainganj police
around 11 pm and the police
were told that a group of
criminal had assembled at
deserted place to plan 
some crime. The informer
told the police that they 
could be nabbed in case of
prompt action.

The police swung into

action and raided the place
where the accused were hav-
ing a meeting. The accused got
a whiff of police action and
some of them managed to
escape while Santosh Kumar
and Nanhe were nabbed.

During interrogation, they
reportedly owned up their
crime. Kumar told the police
that he was involved in two
cases registered at Gosainganj
police station. One of the
cases was related to loot at a
makeshift paan shop while
the other was registered under
Arms Act. Nanhe was also

named in the loot case.
Following their confession,
they were arrested in the wee
hours of Friday.

Meanwhile, two brothers
and their accomplice were
arrested on Friday on the
charges of pickpocketing. They
were identified as brother duo
Feroz & Chamanand and their
accomplice as Faiz. The police
said they had stolen Rs 5,00
from one Anis Ahmed who
was taking the daughter of a
relative to a clinic in Chowk
for a medical check-up on
Thursday evening.
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Lucknow (PNS): A 20-year-old mechanic, iden-
tified as Ram Kumar Soni of Gudamba, was fatal-
ly knocked down by an unidentified speeding
vehicle in Tiwariganj on Faizabad road falling
under Chinhat police station on the intervening
night of Thursday and Friday. Police said the
deceased was coming from Barabanki where he
had gone for some work. A security guard at a
nearby petrol pump said Ram Kumar’s bike was
hit by a speeding car even as the errant driver
sped off. Ram Kumar was rushed to RML hos-
pital where he succumbed to injuries.

Meanwhile, a 46-year-old housewife, iden-
tified as Sunia Gupta of Hanumant Nagar in
Takrohi, hanging herself from the ceiling of a
room. However, no suicide note was recovered.
She, along with her husband Piyush and 12-
year-old son, had dinner together on Thursday.
Her husband said she looked normal and there
was no hint of stress. She was found hanging
from the ceiling of a room by her husband. She
was rushed to RML hospital where she was
declared dead.

5������������ �
���� 	

�����
������
����#���
�

%	��� /(�B*8)

District Magistrate
Abhishek Prakash himself

called patients in home isola-
tion in the district from the
Integrated Control and
Command Centre at the Smart
City Office on Friday to do a
reality check of facilities.

“Hello, this is district mag-
istrate calling from the
Integrated Control and
Command Centre…,” the DM
said as he made calls to

patients in different parts  of
the city. He inquired from the
patients if rapid response
teams reached their homes, if
testing teams conducted the
tests free of cost, if the patients
were in separate rooms with
attached washrooms, if they
were measuring temperature
and oxygen saturation level on
a daily basis. 

He also said that the
moment the oxygen levels
decreased, patients needs to be
shifted to hospital. “Please  be

careful because if the oxygen
level falls below 95, they need
to be hospitalised,” he told kin
of the patients.

The DM took feedback
regarding the public griev-
ance redressal system. He also
inquired about the hospitals to
which the patients were shift-
ed and whether they were
getting the required help or
not. He also inquired if they
got some help from the
Integrated Control and
Command Centre.
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The Samajwadi Party has accused the
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party gov-

ernment of pursuing vendetta politics
against its political opponents. The
opposition party has petitioned
Governor Anandiben Patel, seeking her
intervention to put to end the revenge
politics of the BJP government.

A delegation of SP met Governor
Anandiben Patel on Friday and express-
ing concern over the increasing inci-
dents of repression and brutal police
action against the Samajwadi Party lead-
ers urged her to rein in the government.

In the memorandum submitted to
the Governor, the SP said that the BJP
government in Uttar Pradesh was
behaving inappropriately against the
opposition, especially the Samajwadi
Party. It said the government’s conduct
was against the oath taken by the
Constitution and due to this, the law
and order situation in the state was
deteriorating by the day. It said the pub-
lic was frightened by the exploits of
power-protected criminals. The SP
leaders said that innocents were being

harassed in the state, and fake encoun-
ters and custodial deaths had become
order of the day.  They said abductions,
loot, murders were increasing incidents
of rape were being reported from
across the state and the government was
unable to control the situation. The SP
alleged that the BJP government was
governing only through fake statistics.
The memorandum said it was a mat-
ter of concern that at the behest of the
ruling party, the behaviour of the
police was becoming dictatorial and
insensitive. It said the Constitution
recognised both the ruling party and
the opposition but the BJP government
in UP wanted to have sole monopoly
over political power.

The memorandum said the BJP
government was not willing to accept
even peaceful, non-violent protests and
youth staging protest against    unem-
ployment were subjected to brutal
lathi-charge by the police. SP state pres-
ident Naresh Uttam, Sunil Singh Yadav,
Anand Bhadauria and Udayvir Singh,
all MLCs, were among those who
handed over the memorandum to the
Governor.
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Lucknow (PNS): An accused booked
under Gangster Act and carrying Rs
15,000 cash award, was arrested near
his house in Aliganj (Sector-G) on
Friday. He was identified as Saleem
(23) aka Nanhu aka Alim. Police said
he was a resident of Mehdi Tola under
Aliganj police station but was staying
with a female friend in Sector-G of
Aliganj since 2017. He was said to have
been disowned by his father for crim-
inal activities.

The police said Saleem, along
with his accomplice Manoj Kumar,
were booked under Gangster Act on
March 23 last year. However, he
absconded even as the police failed to
trace his whereabouts. Later, a cash
reward of 15,000 was announced on his
arrest last month. Saleem’s location was
traced with the help of electronic
surveillance on Friday morning. The
police swung into action and nabbed
him. He was sent to jail.
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Utilising the facility extend-
ed by the Rs 20 lakh crore

Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan
package announced by Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in May, the Uttar
Pradesh government has roped
in banks to extend credits
amounting to Rs 15,000 crore to
the micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSME) in the short
term to overcome their working
capital woes during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The UP government aims
to help a large pool of   MSME
units under the Emergency
Credit Line Guarantee Scheme,
which is a part of the Rs 20 lakh
crore package. While 80 per cent
of the state’s MSME units have
already started working at 80-
100 per cent of their capacities
after the lifting of the lockdown,
efforts are being made to help
the remaining units resume
operations quickly.

“We are targeting to dis-
burse loans worth Rs 15,000
crore to the MSMEs, for which
the role of the commercial
banks will be imperative,”
Additional Chief Secretary

(MSME and Export Promotion)
Navneet Sehgal said.

In this regard, he had a vir-
tual interaction, organised by
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
on Thursday, with bankers
regarding the loans to MSMEs,
post-COVID-19 challenges, and
the steps needed to provide
credit to the sector. The state
government sought the co-
operation of the commercial
banks even when the overall
growth of  MSME in UP is bet-
ter compared to other states.

“We have also identified
industrial clusters under the
One District, One Product
(ODOP) scheme across 75 dis-
tricts of the state,” Sehgal said,
adding that the banks should
select ODOP products and
handicrafts for providing easy
credit to the entrepreneurs.

The ODOP scheme was
launched in 2018 to promote
indigenous industries and hand-
icrafts by facilitating state sup-
port in terms of setting up of
new enterprises, bank credit and
marketing.

Sehgal lamented that the
MSME units were still deprived
of funding under the
Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan

package. He said the state had
now decided to collate the
details of MSME units to resolve
their grievances and provide
them the credit line.

Of the total 9,30,348 indus-
trial units, according to the
database of the UP MSME
department, about 8,18,000 are
now functional. More than 70
per cent or 5,83,000 opera-
tional units are working at 80-
100 per cent plant load factor
(PLF), thus indicating a robust
revival of their supply chains.

Similarly, 1,82,951 units
and 34,515 units are working at
the PLF of 50-80 per cent and
30-50 per cent, respectively.
These operational industrial
plants spanning different cate-
gories employ more than five
million workers. Most of these
units are located in the known
industrial hubs of the state,
including Moradabad, Noida,
Ghaziabad, Jhansi, Lucknow,
Bhadohi etc.

The state government is
looking to double the MSME
exports in three years to Rs 2.40
lakh crore. During 2018-19 and
2019-20 financial years, the
MSME exports from UP stood
at Rs 1.14 lakh crore.
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Agram pradhan was shot
dead by unidentified

assailants in Galgala Shaheed
Bazaar in Sarpatahan area of
Jaunpur on Thursday night.

Police said three assailants
who came on a motorcycle
entered the pradhan’s clinic
and shot him dead and
escaped. The deceased’s son
lodged a report against five
identified persons out of which
four were taken into custody.

Four policemen, includ-
ing the incharge inspector,
have been suspended in con-
nection with the case.

Superintendent of Police
Raj Karan Nayyar said that
Sarpatahan Amari village prad-
han Basant Lal Bind used to run
a clinic at the Galgala Shaheed
Bazaar, about three kilometres
from the village. The pradhan
was talking to one Ram Tirth
Sharma of the village in his clin-
ic at around 9 pm on Thursday
when three miscreants arrived
on a motorcycle and entered the
clinic. As per Ram Tirth, the
faces of the trio were covered
and one of the assailants held
his hand to prevent him from
raising an alarm. The assailants
then shot three rounds of fire at
the pradhan’s head, killing him
on the spot, and escaped. Ram
Tirth rushed to the village and
informed people about the inci-
dent after which a large num-
ber of locals gathered at the spot
and blocked the highway in
protest against the killing.

Varanasi Zone ADG and
IG also sought information
about the incident and issued
orders to punish the guilty
cops. The district police chief
said that four of the five iden-
tified accused had been taken
into custody. Incharge Inspector
Pankaj Pandey, the area inspec-
tor and two beat constables
were suspended for negligence.

In Lakhimpur Kheri, a
property-related dispute with-

in the family led to the murder
of Lucknow University stu-
dents leader Aman Bajpai in his
native Gola area of the district.

Police said that Aman (22)
was shot twice from close range
by his step uncle Kuldeep over
some property-related dispute
late Thursday night. He was
rushed to the hospital but died
during treatment on Friday
morning. Aman was staying in
his  Laxminagar locality house
for the past five months due to
pandemic and closure of the
Lucknow University.

Police have arrested the
accused Kuldeep and further
investigation was underway.

Meanwhile in Sitapur, dis-
pute over construction of pan-
chayat bhawan office between
sitting pradhan and an aspirant
for the post led to death of one
person and injuries to half-a-
dozen others.

Reports said that Karunesh
Kumar, sitting pradhan of
Sohariya village in Tejnipur
under the Rampurkala police
station wanted to construct
panchayat bhawan but this was
opposed by Salman who is
preparing to contest the elec-
tion this time. The matter is in
the court.

On Thursday night, when
Karunesh started construc-
tion, Salman reached there
with his supporters and later
both the sides clashed in
which one Ikrar (45) was
killed while half-a-dozen oth-
ers were injured. A heavy
police force is patrolling in the
village to avert any fresh clash.

In Bahraich also, clashes
between two groups over
property dispute in
Rampurwa locality of Hardi
on Friday afternoon led to the
death of an old man and
injuries to two others. SP
(Rural) Ashok Kumar and
other cops rushed to the spot
and detained three persons
while others managed to
escape.
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Lucknow (PNS): Regional
tourist  off icer Anupam
Srivastava said that the
Central government has
developed a portal through
which tourists can get infor-
mation about all hotels across
the country. He said the por-
tal would help people get all
the information at one point

and it was developed to
encourage tourism in all parts
of the country.

“This portal lists all gov-
ernment and private hotels. At
one portal, one can get all
units of that destination. Most
of the portals in private
domain have just 15-20 hotels
listed and that too of those

9���������	�����	�������
�
 who had got themselves reg-
istered. This portal developed
by the Centre has all the
hotels listed,” he said.

He said that domestic
tourist  movement has
increased slightly in the state
capital. He said that 6,000
Indian tourists came to
Lucknow in July and 7,280 in
August. They are primarily
those who have to step out
essentially for work.
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Amemorandum of under-
standing (MoU) was

signed between Indian
Institute of Toxicology
Research (IITR) and Integral
University on Friday. Under
this MoU, both the institu-
tions have agreed to work
jointly on collaborative
research programmes, espe-
cially in technology, engi-
neering, pharmacy & health
and medical sciences to
ensure advances in scientific
and technological knowledge
for the benefit of society at
large. 

Indian Institute of
Toxicology Research director
Alok Dhawan said that under

this collaboration agreement,
special emphasis has been
laid on education, research
and training components.

“Integral University shall
encourage its students to par-
ticipate in research and devel-
opment activities in collabo-
ration with IITR while IITR
shall share the expertise and
resources with Integral
University for research and
development of new tech-
nology. The MoU is in line
with the vision of interdisci-
plinary research,” Dhawan
said. The MoU was signed by
Indian Institute of Toxicology
Researchdirector Alok
Dhawan, and Vice-
Chancellor of Integral
University Aqil Ahmad.
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Lucknow (PNS): Gaurav Kaithwas,
associate professor at the department
of Pharmaceutical Sciences of
Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar
University (BBAU), has developed a
special disinfectant free from harmful
chemicals.

BBAU spokesperson Rachna
Gangwar said that cleaning skin, espe-
cially hands, with a handwash could
remove many micro-organisms,
including viruses, bacteria etc.

“Regular washing of hands is
always recommended for maintenance
of hygiene and to reduce the spread of
viruses and bacteria. During the cur-
rent pandemic, washing hands is one
of the most important steps to combat
corona. There are several kinds of hand

wash available in the market but they
contain harmful chemicals like, n-
Propanol, Benzalkonium-C, Triclosan,
or Chlorohexidine etc. These chemical
substances work in the same way as
antibiotics and can contribute to the
problems of bacterial resistance at
home environment and in the wider
community. Thus, the main objective
of the invention is to provide an
omega-3 fatty acid containing fixed oil-
based anti-bacterial composition for
cleaning hands, which should be
devoid of any harmful chemicals,” she
said. The anti-bacterial substance used
in the current invention is an oil
which contains approximately 56% of
omega-3 fatty acid called Alpha
Linolenic acid.
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As many as 19 meritorious students of City Montessori
School, Mahanagar Campus, have been awarded scholarship
of Rs 76 lakh by
the Union
Ministr y of
Science and
Te c h n o l o g y.
Each student
will be getting
Rs 4 lakh. The
scholarship will
be given to the
CMS students
to pursue high-
er studies in
science. Each
student will be getting Rs 80,000 per year for five years. These
students performed excellently in ISC (Class XII) examination
and ended up in the ‘Top 1%’ merit  l ist ,  thus 
getting an opportunity to bag the prestigious scholarship. The
students shortlisted for the scholarship are Adarsh Goel, Akshat
Srivastava, Anshika Singh, Ayan Ahmad, Ishan Rastogi,
Kenisha Mishra, Kshitij Kaithal, Kshitij Tandon, Mallika
Agarwal, Prachi Gupta, Prakhar Mani Tripathi, Rangey
Raghav, Raunak Kumar, Rayyan Ahmad, Sandhiyika Srivastava,
Sudeshna Ray, Unnati Verma, Urooj Azeem and Utkarsh
Srivastava.
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On the occasion of the birth-
day of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, the local team
of Pradhanmantri Jan Kalyan
Yojana, Kashi Kshetra organ-
ised a health check-up camp at
Kashi Anathalay near
Lahurabir here.

A team of doctors exam-
ined the health of children liv-
ing here and fruits and nutri-
ent foods were distributed
among them. Besides, the team
members also planted saplings.
Earlier, the team organised a
programme of hawan at Ram
Janaki Mandir and cut a cake
at Azad Park in Lahurabir to
celebrate the birthday of the
PM. Deepak Kumar, Deepak
Seth, Vikash Shah Sonu, Neeraj
Rajhansh, Sharan Seth, Pawan
Singh, Kallu Kasera, Sonu Seth,

Sunil Seth and Gyanendra
Srivastava were mainly     pre-
sent to be part of the celebra-
tion. Meanwhile, the women
cell of social organisation
Shrishti Foundation distrib-
uted fruits among inmates of
old-aged homes in Sarnath
and celebrated the PM’s birth-
day by cutting cake. 

The president of founda-
tion Vishal Srivastava threw
lights on the life of Modi and
emphasized on following the
working style of the PM in life.
Poonam Jaiswal, Karan Jaiswal,
Vandana Singh, Rita Bajaj, Jyoti
Khatri, Manju Vyas, Anita
Gupta and Babita Chandel and
many others were present on
the occasion.
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Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) Dr VB Singh said

that cases of high blood pres-
sure (BP) have increased dur-
ing COVID-19 pandemic peri-
od. In such a situation, the
importance of National
Programme for Prevention and
Control of Cancer, Diabetes,
Cardiovascular Diseases and
Stroke (NPCDCS) has
increased even more. Under
the NPCDCS, a  training pro-
gramme on India
Hypertension Control
Initiative’ (IHCI) was organised
at CMO office here on Friday
for the medical officers work-
ing on various CHCs / PHCs.

Dr Singh further said that

the patient’s BP should be
checked regularly. ‘IHCI aims
at reduction in mortality due
to high BP by 25% and control
of high BP by 2025. Later,
inaugurating the training ses-
sion, nodal officer of non-
communicable diseases, Dr
PP Gupta said that high BP is
a major cause of death due to
non-communicable diseases
and high BP is a silent killer.
A person suffering from this is
unable to know and due to this
he suffers from other diseases
as well, he added.

CVHO and trainer from
the World Health
Organisation (WHO) Dr
Abhinav said that to improve
the condition of high BP
patients, blood pressure check

is necessary for every 30 years
or older in the hospitals and of
those patients whose BP is not
controlled, they should be
given proper advice and treat-
ment immediately. Medical
officer of Arajline Dr Abhishek
has given all the details about
IHCI and its drug protocol
implemented by the state gov-
ernment.

WHO CVHO Dr Lalitha
Chauhan said that a ‘simple’
app has been created for
reporting this programme, in
which the complete informa-
tion of all the patients of
hypertension will be compiled
and through this, when the
patients are to be shown to the
doctors, information about
this will reach them automat-

ically. In the same sequence,
senior medical officer of NCD,
Dr DP Singh informed that
NCD corners are being built in
NCD clinics and CHCs /
PHCs so that people of the
community can get proper
health facilities. He said that
this training will continue till
September 19 in which med-
ical officers of the district
hospitals, urban and rural area
health centres will be trained.

Project technical assistant
of ICMR Ranjeet Singh said
that everyone should play
their important role to make
IHCI successful so that the
public can benefit. NCD Unit
finance coordinator Pramod
Kumar Singh was also present
in the training.
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From keeping vigil at stations
to busting illegal ticket rack-

et Railway Protection Force of
North Central Railway is mak-
ing all out efforts and taking
initiatives to curb the menace.

The Railway Protection
Force ensured safety of all
empty coaching rakes, more
than 400 stations and other
railway assets, served free meals
to over 30,000 stranded persons
near railway stations during
Covid period. Besides escort-
ing 429 timetable parcel trains,
4,500 Shramik special trains
and empty coaching rakes over
North Central Railway, Railway
Protection Force of NCR
played a crucial role in han-
dling of approximately 400
originating and terminating
Shramik special trains at differ-
ent stations of NCR. With
graded start of passenger ser-
vices wef May 12, 2020, RPF on

NCR is playing crucial role in
safe and COVID-19 compliant
handling of passengers at sta-
tions as well as in trains.

In addition to the above
efforts, Railway Protection
Force of NCR, from January to
August 2020 have arrested 157
illegal ticket vendors and touts
and recovered 7584 tickets
worth � 97, 79,799. During this
period 10,926 offenders were
imposed fine of �51, 00,000
and  action has been taken
against 148 offenders and rail-
way property worth more than
�7.00 lakh was recovered. RPF
on NCR has taken action
against 1673 unauthorised ven-
dors and collected fine of about
�18,00,000 besides action
against 1774 people involved in
unauthorised  alarm chain
pulling. About 876 calls
received on the security
helpline number 182 over
North Central Railway were
attended and the passengers'

safety concerns were resolved
on real time basis.

The Railway Protection
Force with the help of other
Railway officials have rescued
more than 350 children and
reunited them with their fam-
ilies or handed over such chil-
dren to NGOs or local police
for further assistance. Taking
strict action against the carri-
er of intoxicated and banned
materials through trains,
Railway Protection Force
arrested 33 persons involved in
smuggling and 233 kg of ille-
gal and banned material worth
�23,50,000 was seized and
handed over to the concerned
state police.  More than 100
offenders have been arrested
and handed over to GRP in
crime involving
passengers.Personal belonging
left in coaches after journey
were connected and safely
returned to passengers on 117
occasions. From January to

August’2020 fine of �1,81,425
realised from 906 persons trav-
elling illegally in Divyang /
reserved coaches and �2,53,000
from 1,911 unauthorised male
travellers found travelling in
coaches reserved for women
passengers. Various advanced
and innovative technologies
such as Integrated Security
System (ISS), Video
Surveillance System (VSS),
Cyber Cell and Dynamic
Train Escorting are being used
by the Railway Protection Force
under "Zero tolerance" against
crime.

Various workshops such
as narcotic drugs and psy-
chotropic substance (NDPS)
Act training, gender sensitisa-
tion and project Saksham are
being organised regularly with
a view to further improve pro-
fessional competence as well to
equip RPF personnel with soft
skill on passenger and cus-
tomer handling.
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The spread of corona infec-
tion in the district contin-

ues unabated. On Thursday,
Covid infection was confirmed
in 329 new corona patients.
The testing report of all has
come positive. At the same
time, samples of a total of
2,879 people were taken for
testing. With this, the number
of active patients has increased
to 3,683. So far 16,741 people
have been diagnosed with the
infection.

According to CMO Dr GS
Bajpai, a total of 329 patients
have been diagnosed with
infection in 24 hours based on
the report received till night in
the district. Among them,
except those applying for home
isolation, they are being admit-
ted to various Covid hospitals
depending on the severity of
infection.

Dr. Bajpai said that in 24
hours, a total of 259 patients
also beat corona. Among them,
43 patients were discharged
from various Covid hospitals.
At the same time, home isola-
tion of 216 people was complet-
ed. There are currently 37
patients admitted to Covid
Care Centre Kalindipuram.
Eight patients have been dis-
charged from here. No patient
was discharged from Unani
Medical College. A total of
seven patients are admitted

here.
A total of 55 patients are

admitted in the railway hospi-
tal, while four patients were
sent home after recovering
from this deadly virus. Two
patients were also discharged
from Beli Hospital. As many as
41 patients were admitted here.
Eight patients were discharged
from United Medicity, a total of
41 patients are being treated
here. Similarly, six patients
were discharged from Sainath
Vatsalya AMA Hospital, while
30 patients are admitted here.
148 patients are admitted to
SRN L3 Hospital. A total of 15
people were discharged from
here upon becoming infec-
tion-free.

Meanwhile, three Covid
infected patients admitted to
Swaroop Rani Nehru Hospital

L3 died on Thursday. These
include an elderly woman and
two other elders. All had other
serious illnesses with corona
infection.

According to SRN co
incharge for corona Dr Sujit
Kumar Verma, a 71-year-old
elderly resident of
Mumfordganj was admitted
on the evening of September
13. During testing, it was found
that he had diabetes, heart
disease with hypertension. He
died during treatment at
around 12.30 pm. Similarly, a
70-year-old female resident of
Meja was admitted on
September 12 after the former
was tested for  Covid infection.
During testing, it was found
that the elderly woman was a
patient of TB. She also had
complaints of sugar and BP. She

died during treatment at
around 6.30 am.

According to Dr Sujit, a 67-
year-old elderly resident of
Georgetown had lung pneumo-
nia with a corona infection. He
had high blood pressure. He
also died during treatment at
around 2.30 pm. He said that
two patients admitted to the
hospital's Covid ward have
been given ventilator support
in critical condition. At the
same time, about 65 patients
are on high flow oxygen.
According to Principal Dr SP
Singh, the doctors’ report state
that the patients being treated
on the support of oxygen, the
condition of most of them is
better than before.

Two patients belonging to
Bhadohi and Kaushambi
admitted to Swaroop Rani
Nehru Hospital also died on
Thursday. According to co
incharge Dr Sujit Kumar
Verma, 72-year-old elderly, a
resident of Bhadohi, had a
complaint of septicemia with
pneumonia. He died during
treatment at 2 o'clock in the
day. 

At the same time, a 71-year
old resident of Kaushambi had
complained of BP, sugar along
with corona infection. Before
he was admitted, he had under-
gone a paralysis attack. He
died at 7 in the morning dur-
ing treatment, added Dr Sujit
Kumar.
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In a heart rending incident, a
man attacked his own chil-

dren and wife with an axe in a
fit of rage over some trivial
issues. The incident took place
in an area under Koraon police
station of Prayagraj district
late on Thursday night..

In a family dispute on
Thursday night, the man
became so angry that he
attacked his wife and two sons
with an axe kept nearby. All
three were seriously injured in
the attack. All of them were
rushed to the hospital, where a
son was declared dead by doc-
tors on the same night, while
her mother breathed her last
during treatment on Friday
morning. The condition of
another son remains critical
who is admitted to SRN

Hospital.. The injured son is
being treated there. The police
took the body of the woman
into its custody and sent it to
a mortuary for post mortem
examination. Pushparaj son of
Fateh Bahadur, a resident of
Badokhar under the Koraon
police station, is a truck driver.
At home, Pushparaj lived with
his 32-year-old wife Sunita,
10-year-old son Ratan and
seven-year-old son Raj. The
house is also built on a farm far
from the village. On Thursday
night, a scuffle took place
between husband and wife
over some petty issues. When
the quarrel escalated, angry
Pushpraj attacked his wife and
two sons with an axe kept in
the house. All three were
injured due to being hit in the
head, arms and legs by the axe.
Hearing the screams, the peo-

ple around reached the spot
and were stunned to see Sunita,
Ratan and Raj lying on the
floor in a pool of blood.

The police control room
was informed at around 11:30
pm. Along with the police of
Koraon police station, SP
Crime Ashutosh Mishra also
reached the spot. The injured
were first rushed to a nearby
hospital, where doctors
declared Raj dead. At the same
time Sunita and elder son
Ratan were admitted to
Swaroop Rani Nehru Hospital.
Sunita too died on Friday
morning. Police are assuming
family reasons behind the inci-
dent. 

HC DISMISSES WRIT
PETITION : The Allahabad
High Court has dismissed a
writ petition filed by a person,
who had occupied a piece of

land at the premises at 19
Clive Road, Civil Lines,
Allahabad, which has been
allotted to the Allahabad High
Court for the purpose of con-
structing the residential hous-
es of the High Court Judges.

Dismissing the writ peti-
tion filed by one Shiv Kumar
Pandey, a division bench com-
prising Justice Shashi Kant
Gupta and Justice Piyush
Agrawal observed, “The prop-
erty in question has already
been resumed by the state gov-
ernment and the said resump-
tion has been held legal and
valid by the apex court. The
petitioner cannot take the plea
of adverse possession against a
property of the state and more
so, no continuous possession
over the property in dispute has
been established by the peti-
tioner’.
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Krishna Kumar Yadav took
charge as new Post Master

General (PMG) of Varanasi
Region on Friday. Yadav is
2001 batch officer of the Indian
Postal Service. He was earlier
serving as the Director, Postal
Services of Lucknow (HQ)
Region. Originally a resident of
Azamgarh district of eastern
UP, he is also a well-known
Hindi litterateur, writer and
blogger. Seven books written by
Yadav in various genres have
already been published. After
getting his initial education
from Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya, Azamgarh, he com-
pleted his Masters from
Allahabad University.

Popularly known as a
skilled and sensitive adminis-
trator, Yadav has previously
held many important posi-
tions in Surat (Gujarat),
Lucknow, Kanpur, Andaman-
Nicobar Islands, Allahabad and
Jodhpur (Rajasthan) in his 19
years of service. Varanasi was
a part of the Allahabad Region
when Yadav was posted as
Director, Postal Services of
Allahabad Region (February
2012 to March 2015). Varanasi
Region is not unknown to
him. Varanasi Region com-
prises Varanasi, Bhadohi,
Chandauli, Jaunpur, Ghazipur
and Ballia districts.

While taking charge in
PMG office located at the
Cantt. Head Post Office com-
plex, Yadav expressed his com-

mitment to take the Varanasi
Region to new heights of suc-
cess. He said that efforts will be
made to connect more and
more people with the public
welfare schemes of the
Government of India being
run through the Department of
Posts. For this, the staff will be
made customer friendly with
wide dissemination of services.
Maximum people will be cov-
ered under Post Office Savings
Schemes, Sukanya Samriddhi
Yojana, Postal Life Insurance,
Rural Postal Life Insurance,
India Post Payments Bank, etc.
by promoting Digital India
and financial inclusion through
the Post offices. Prompt and
speedy delivery of all types of
postal articles will be ensured
and prompt redressal of public
grievances will also be empha-
sised.

On this occasion, Senior
Superintendent of Posts

Offices, Varanasi (East)
Division, Sumit Gutta,
Superintendent of Posts
Offices, Varanasi (West), Ram
Milan, Assistant Director,
Shambhu Rai, Praveen
Prasoon, senior Post Master,
Varanasi Head Post Office, RK
Chauhan, Post Master Cantt
Head Post Office, RS Verma
and many other officials of the
Region were present.

FLAYED: Strongly flaying
the state government for its
proposal to provide jobs in the
government departments on
five-year contractual basis, the
local unit of Rajya Karmachari
Samyukt Parishad has on
Friday decided to support the
movement of Joint Forum of
officers, employees, teachers
and pensioners proposed
against it next month.

Various organisations of
officers, employees, teachers
and pensioners have formed a

joint forum at state-level to
raise their protest against the
government policy to hand
over the electricity and other
government departments into
private hands and the state gov-
ernment’s proposal to make
recruitment on five-year con-
tractual basis, the district pres-
ident of Parishad Shashikant
Srivastava adding, the joint
forum has a proposal of
launching a statewide move-
ment in next month and the
state government officers,
employees, teachers and pen-
sioners would support it.

In a virtual meeting of
Parishad at district-level, the
participants said, the state gov-
ernment’s proposal to provide
jobs in government depart-
ments on the basis of five-year
contract and review their per-
formance on each six months
after the recruitment has cre-
ated a sense of fear among
unemployed youths even
before they get employment.
They termed the proposal as
anti-youth and anti-employees.
The change in recruitment
process of B and C categories
of job for nothing just to intro-
duce a contractual system in
government jobs, they blamed
adding, the employees would
be like bonded labourers dur-
ing the contract period. 

Such a system is applicable
in Gujarat where the employ-
ees do not get increment for
years and they have to wait for
years to be permanent, they
said further.
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For the second consecutive
day, as many as 208 new

COVID-19 cases have been
detected here on Friday,
increasing the total number of
cases to 11,297. Besides, the
district also saw three more
deaths, increasing the toll to
185. During the day, the follow-
up negative reports included
190 patients. Out of them, 180
patients recovered from home
isolation and the total number
of patients cured at home has
increased to 6,834. Besides, 10
recovered from the hospital
and the number of patients
who have been discharged
from the hospitals has reached
2,595. The total number of
cured patients is now  9,429,
leaving 1,683 active patients.
The recovery rate has improved

slightly to 83.46 per cent and
mortality rate to 1.63 per cent. 

Meanwhile, under the
direction of District Magistrate
(DM) Kaushal Raj Sharma,
the mass/group antigen testing
drive continued and a day ago
415 tests were done at Shri Shiv
Prasad Gupta (SSPG) Hospital
and all of them were found
negative. Similarly, 200 tests
were done at Government
Women’s Hospital and all of
them were negative while all 68
tests of patients were also neg-
ative at LBS Hospital,
Ramnagar. However, at the
same place two were found
positive out of 65 other tests,
three were positive out of 10
employees of crime branch.
Besides, all seven shopkeepers
of Pathani Tola, Chittanpura
market and Salempura were
negative apart from 31 tests at

Shivpur Urban Primary Health
Centre (UPHC) and 20 at
Townhall UPHC, 104 at
Premchandra Nagar Colony,
Pandeypur, 22 at district pro-
bation office, 14 shopkeepers at
Kotwa Bazar and four in
Kushhall Nagar but two were
positive out of 15 at
Vivekanand Hospital, Bhelupur
and one out of eight at Sigra
Colony.

Besides, Chief Medical
Officer (CMO) Dr VB Singh
has informed that the Health
department has distributed
8,320 ivermectin tablets to
1,040 persons. So far, he added
that 8.68 lakh tablets were dis-
tributed to 1.08 lakh persons
and out of them, 6.77 lakh
tablets to 84,725 persons were
distributed by the Health
department while rest of tablets
by other departments including

Supply and Education depart-
ments and Civil Defence so far.

CMO has also informed
that by the first of the day at 11
am, 164 positive patients were
detected out of 2,136 reports
received. Till then, the total test
reports received were 1,61,037
and the results of 3,399 are
awaited.

Out of them, 1,49,784 were
negative while 11,253 positive.
The total number of samples
collected was 1,74,770. Earlier,
a male aged 44 from
Manduadih succumbed to
COVID-19 at SSH BHU.
Besides, with the addition of 13
new red zones, the total num-
ber of hotspots has increased to
1,863 including 380 red zones.
One green zone has been con-
verted into red zone again.
There are 1,483 green zones
including 12 new ones.
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Alarge number of students
under the banner of Yuwa

Manch went on a rampage
and resorted to demonstra-
tion over the issue of unem-
ployment and other demands
here on Friday. Protesters gath-
ered at Balsan Crossing clashed
with police. Some students in
the crowd pelted the police
with stones, after which the
cops had to resort to lath-
icharge on them. This caused
a stampede there. The police
took 15 people into custody
from the spot. Officials said
FIR was registered against 15
named people and 250-300
unidentified protesters in the
case.

Under the banner of Yuva
Manch at Balsan Crossing, a
large number of youths start-

ed gathering from 11 am. At 1
o’clock in the afternoon, 500-
600 protesters had reached
here. All were shouting slogans
against the government. Their
demand was that the govern-
ment should clarify on the
news of the proposal of con-
tractual appointment for five
years. Also, if there is truth in
them, then the Chief Minister
himself announce to take it
back. Apart from this, the
youth were also demanding to
fulfill the pending recruitment
and to get new recruitment.

The entire area turned into
fortress with the news of a large
number of mob. SP City
reached the spot with the force
of many police stations. After
some time ADM City Ashok
Kanaujia also reached the spot.
ADM City received the memo
from them after hearing the

protesters. After this, everyone
was asked to return. This is
where the things took an ugly
turn. After giving the memo-
randum, a large number of pro-
testers returned but a group of
100-150 youths gathered in
the park.

Police and administrative
officials said that after giving
the memorandum there is no
justification for staying there
but the protesters were not
ready to accept it. After which
the police started forcibly
removing them. The police
started forcibly removing the
protesters from the park and
started making them return
that some people started pelt-
ing stone on the cops after
reaching in front of the former
MP’s residence. Thereafter, the
cops resorted to lathicharg on
them.

During this period, the
one who was caught was beat-
en fiercely. Some people were
also injured. Others escaped
after lathicharge, but 15 people
were taken into custody from
the spot. After which they
were brought to the police sta-
tion.

After giving the memoran-
dum, they were asked to leave,
on which the protesters start-
ed attacking the police with a
brick-stone. 15 people have
been detained from the spot.
FIR was filed against 15 named
people and  250-300 unknown.
This was said by Dinesh Kumar
Singh, SP City

Some people also threw
stones at the roadways bus at
Lallachungi intersection fol-
lowing the uproar during the
demonstration at Balsan
Crossing. 
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Under the aegis of NER
Rajbhasha Department dur-

ing the Rajbhasha Week
Celebration-2020 being orga-
nized at headquarters, Gorakhpur
from September 14 to 18, a Hindi
workshop on the topic, ‘Social
Consciousness of Kabir’ was organ-
ised in a virtual form under the
presidentship of Chief Rajbhasha
Officer Arvind Kumar Pandey on
Thursday, CPROPKSingh said. In
his presidential address Chief
Rajbhasha Officer said that for-
mer Chief Operations Manager
Rakesh Tripathi gave factual,
substantial and interesting infor-

mation on social consciousness
of Kabir. Chief Rajbhasha
Officer while expressing happi-
ness said that the use of official
language on this railway was
satisfactory. Pandey said Sant
Kabir had started improving the
minds of ordinary citizens
towards the real truth through
the couplets. He always object-
ed to traditional methods as a
means of liberation.  Chief
Rajbhasha Officer and Principal
Chief Mechanical Engineer
(PCME) Arvind Kumar Pandey
released the 82nd issue of the
Rajbhasha magazine ‘Rail
Rashmi’. Former Chief
Operations Manager Rakesh

Tripathi who was the keynote
speaker while highlighting the
theme of ‘Social conscious-
ness of Kabir’ threw light on his
personality and work. Deputy
Chief Rajbhasha Officer
Omkar Nath Singh said in his
welcome address that the
Rajbhasha Week celebration
was being organised by the
NER headquarters from
September 14 to 18. The work-
shop was conducted by senior
translator Anamika Singh.
Officers and employees of various
departments participated in
the workshop. In the end
Rajbhasha Officer Arshad Mirza
proposed the vote of thanks.
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UP Minister of State for
Energy Rama Shankar

Singh Patel said that serving the
last man of the society was a
real celebration of birthday of
PM Narendra Modi. These
views were expressed by him as
chief guest at a function organ-
ised to celebrate PM’s 70th
birthday at the ground of
Government Inter College on
Thursday. The function con-
cluded with the distribution of
50 tricycles, 15 wheelchairs, 31
crutches and 10 hearing aids

among Divyangjans. He said
that PM gave the term ‘Divjang’
to persons with disabilities.
He said that Modi believed that
every person should be associ-
ated with nation building.  MLA
City   Ratnakar Mishra exhort-
ed the people to emulate Modi.
He claimed that the responsi-

bility of every citizen for making
the nation as a superpower was
as important as the politicians.
The function was conducted by
Ravi Shankar Pandey. Prominent
among those present were MLAs,
Rahul Kol and Shuchismita
Maurya, veteran BJP leader
Suryabali Singh, and district presi-
dent, Apna Dal, Ramlautan Bind.
The vote of thanks was proposed by
BJP district president
Brajabhashan Singh who
expressed his gratitude to the par-
ticipants who followed the
norms of social distancing dur-
ing the programme. 
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Recalling the rich legacy of
Bharat Ratna Dr

Mokshagundam Visvesvaraya,
Engineer’s Day was celebrated at
various plants of NTPC, includ-
ing Vindhyachal and Rihand,
recently. Maintaining social dis-
tancing the function was held at
CV Raman Conference Hall in
NTPC Vindhyachal in which
district collector of Singrauli
Rajeev Ranjan Meena was the
chief guest while ED Munish
Jauhari presided over it. It was
also attended by RK Rout, CGM
(O&M), Vipan Kumar, GM
(SSC) besides other GMs and
HoDs. The function began with
the paying of floral tributes to Dr
Visvesvaraya. Then general sec-
retary of Executive Association
Ashok Kumar welcomed the
guests. It was followed by a pre-
sentation on ash dykes by Neeraj
Tiwary, manager (Ash Handling).
Nitish Vimal, manager
(Operations), LK Gupta, deputy
manager (C&I) and Anand
Rastogi, DGM (MMG) were
honoured with best engineer

awards for their contribution.
ED Munish Jauhari described
how agility was the most impor-
tant quality in determining the
success of engineers. Talking
about his education from IIT-
Delhi, Rajeev Ranjan Meena
said his engineering back-
ground laid a sound foundation
and helped him develop criti-
cal problem solving abilities as
well as a scientific temperament
which greatly benefited him
while discharging his daily
duties. Sandeep Kumar, presi-

dent of the association proposed
the vote of thanks. Rahul Dubey
and DC Gupta conducted the
proceedings. The function was
also attended by association
members VK Singh, MC Sahai,
Hemant Kumar, Sheikh
Salaamat and SK Srivastava.  At
NTPC Rihand the function
was held at administrative
building in which ED Balaji
Iyengar, CGM (O&M) AC
Sahu and other GMs were pre-
sent. In the beginning there was
a brief presentation on securi-
ty by CHP team. Speaking on
the occasion, ED Balaji Iyengar
said that engineering degree
should not only be considered a
source of income but should be
used as a tool to bring revolution
in the society. AC Sahu said that
as an engineer we should try to
give services back to the society
and serve as role models for the
younger generation.  The pro-
gramme was jointly organised by
GM (TS) E Nand Kishore in
association with NOAR
(Association of Executives)
and conducted by Amit Dhiman,
senior manager (EMG/AU). 
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As per the decision taken by Railway Board
the movement of 02573/02574 Muzaffarpur-

Anand Vihar Terminus weekly clone special
train via Gorakhpur will be done from
Muzaffarpur from September 27 every Sunday
and from Anand Vihar terminus from
September 28 every Monday. The clone special
trains will be fully reserved. The fare of these
trains will be like Humsafar Express, Chief Public
Relations Officer (CPRO ) Pankaj Kumar Singh
said. The 02573 Muzaffarpur-Anand Vihar
Terminus clone special train will from
September 27 till further orders depart on every
Sunday depart from Muzaffarpur at 09:40
hours, from Gorakhpur at 17:20 hours,  from
Lucknow at 21:45 hours, the next day from
Moradabad at 03:00 hours and reach Anand
Vihar terminus at 04:45 hours. On the other
hand, the 02574 Anand Vihar Terminus-
Muzaffarpur clone special train from September
28 till further orders will leave on every
Monday from Anand Vihar Terminus at 12.00
hours, from Moradabad at 15:35 hours, from
Lucknow at 20:55 hours, on the second day from
Gorakhpur at 02:05 hours and reach
Muzaffarpur at 10:30 hours. In these clone spe-
cial trains rakes of Humsafar Express will be used
in which a total of 18 coaches, including two of
generator-cum-luggage, 12 of third air-condi-
tioned and four of sleeper class will be attached.

Meanwhile keeping the convenience of
passengers  in mind the railway administration
will operate 04005/04006 Sitamarhi-Anand
Vihar Terminus-Sitamarhi special train. All
reserved category coaches will be attached in the
train which will run with electric engine from
Sitamarhi to Anand Vihar Terminus. The
04005 Sitamarhi-Anand Vihar Terminus special
train will daily from September 21 till further
orders depart from Sitamarhi at 02:15 hours and
after stopping at Runni Saidpur, Muzaffarpur,
Goraul, Bhagwanpur, Hajipur, Sonpur,
Paramanandpur, Nayagaon, Sitalpur, Dighwara,

Avatarnagar, Badagopal, Dumri Juara and
Goldinganj stations depart from Chhapra Jn
08:20 hours, from Ekma to 08:43 hours, from
Duraundha at 09:08 hours, from Siwan Jn at
09:50 hours, from Mairwa at 10:15 hours, from
Bhatpar Rani at 10.30 hours, from Bhatni at 11:20
hours, from Salempur at 11.33 hours, from Lar
Road at 11:46 hours, from Belthara Road at 12.01
hours , from Mau at 12.40 hours, from Jakhania
at 13.05 hours, from Sarnath at 13.57 hours, from
Varanasi Jn at 14:40 hours, from Bhullanpur at
15:00 hours, from Madhosingh at 15:45 hours,
from Gyanpur Road at 16:10 hours, from
Prayagraj Rambagh at 18:33 hrs, from Prayagraj
Junction at 19:00 hours and after stopping at
Kanpur Central, the second day at Aligarh, Khurja
and Ghaziabad stations will reach Anand Vihar
Terminus at 04:35 hours. On the other hand the
04006 Anand Vihar Terminus-Sitamarhi Special
train daily from September 19 till further orders
will depart from Anand Vihar Terminus at 15:10
hours and after stopping at Ghaziabad, Dadri,
Khurja, Aligarh, Tundla and Kanpur Central
Stations, on second day from Prayagraj Junction
at 02.45 hours, from Prayagraj Rambagh at 03:07
hrs, from Gyanpur Road at 04:13 hrs, from
Bhullanpur at 05:20 hrs, from Varanasi Junction
at 06:20 hrs, from Sarnath at 06:39 hrs, from
Jakhanian at 07.19 hrs, from Mau at 08.15 hrs.,
from Belthara Road at 08:57 hours, from Lar
Road at 09:14 hrs, from Salempur at 09:27 hours,
from Bhatni at 10:08 hrs, from Bhatpar Rani at
10:40 hrs, from Mairwa at 10:56 hrs, from Siwan
at 11:26 hours, from from Duraundha at 11:46
hours, from Ekma at 12:15 hours, from Chhapra
at 13:40 hours and after leaving Goldinganj,
Dumri Juara, Bada Gopal, Avtarnagar, Dighwara,
Sitalpur, Nayagaon, Paramanandpur, Sonpur,
Hajipur, Bhagwanpur, Goraul, Kudhani,
Ramdayalu Nagar, Muzaffarpur and Runni
Saidpur will reach Sitamarhi at 21:00 hrs. A total
of 24 coaches, including two of SLR/D, six of
general second class, 12 of sleeper class, a
pantrycar, two third AC class, one second AC
coach attached in this train.
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Northern Coalfields Limited
(NCL), a Miniratna com-

pany, organised a Covid testing
camp at Central Hospital, NCL,
Singrauli, on the occasion of the
birthday of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday.
The camp is being organised
for quick and accurate testing
of Covid, for the convenience
of NCL personnel and residents
of surrounding areas. A total of
46 persons had been tested

so far. The NCL personnel
and others reached the camp

for rapid antigen tests .
Meanwhile at another pro-

gramme Dr Anindya Sinha,
director (Technical/
Operations) and heads of var-
ious departments planted
saplings on the NCL (head-
quarters) campus. They also
distributed food packets
among the people of nearby
areas. During both the pro-
grammes, Covid-19 guide-
lines were followed and the
visitors were also urged to
wear masks, wash their hands
with soap frequently and follow
the rules of social distancing.
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KANPUR (PNS): Kanpur
Nagar reported 407 more coro-
navirus positive cases on Friday
evening. 

According to a report 407
more people testing positive
between Thursday     evening
and Friday  evening, the tally of
the confirmed coronavirus
cases in the city had surged to
21,962.

With 375 COVID-19
patients being discharged in the
last 24 hours, 16,678 infected
people had been cured in the
city. 

Thirteen COVID-19
deaths were reported till Friday
evening, taking the death toll to
569. At present 4715 active
cases were  undergoing treat-
ment in the city. 
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Tension prevailed in
Makanpur town of Bilhaur

after a group pelted stones at
the house of a youth belonging
to another community in
protest against his inflamma-
tory post on social media. 

Later, a mob of around 500
persons staged a massive
demonstration at the police
outpost, demanding the arrest
of the guilty youth. 

Sensing the gravity of the
situation, force from four
police stations led by police
and district administration
officers rushed to the spot and
brought the situation under
control. 

Police took the accused
youth into custody and regis-
tered a case against him. 

A heavy police force was
deployed in the town to avert
any untoward incident. 

According to reports, thou-
sands of devotees visit the dar-
gah of Sayyad Badiuddin Zinda
Shah Madar Saheb in
Makanpur (Bilhaur) every year
for Ziarat-e-Ashura. 

On Thursday evening, a
youth of Iliyaspur village post-
ed objectionable comments
about the deity of a communi-
ty on the social media. This
sparked off tension and resent-
ment among the members of
the community.

At around 10 am on Friday,
a group of one community
reached the house of the youth

and after heated arguments
with him, pelted stones at his
house.

The local police immedi-
ately reached the spot and to
save the situation from taking
an ugly turn, took members of
both the communities to the
outpost. 

On hearing about the inci-
dent, a mob of around 500 per-
sons assembled at the tempo
stand near Makanpur outpost
and staged a massive demon-
stration, demanding the arrest

of youth. 
Outpost Incharge Ved

Prakash Mishra being on leave,
senior police officers were
apprised of the incident.
Immediately, Bilhaur Kotwali
Incharge Santosh Kumar
Awasthi along with a force
reached the spot. SDM PN
Singh and tehsildar Avneesh
also reached, 

ADM (Finance) Virendra
Pandey, SP (Rural) Brijesh
Kumar, SP (East) Raj Kumar
Agarwal along with force from

Shivrajpur, Kakwan and
Chaubepur police stations also
reached the spot. The officials
pacified the mob by assuring
them of action against the
youth. 

After registering an FIR
under the IT Act, Kotwali
police arrested the youth. 

The station officer said
investigations were on and
there was no tension in the
town. He said the police force
was deployed to avert any
untoward incident.
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The sharp increase in
COVID-19 deaths in

Kanpur Nagar has become a
cause of concern for the district
administration. Despite all
efforts to keep a check on pri-
vate Covid hospitals and the
patients in home isolation, the
fatalities are moving up regu-
larly.

District Magistrate Alok
Tiwari admitted on Friday
that the rising COVID-19
deaths were a major cause of
concern. He, however, added
that the death rate was not as
high as reported from several
other cities of the country.

Tiwari hoped that with
strict monitoring of private
Covid hospitals, the rise in the
deaths would be brought down
successfully. He pointed out
that the administration had
launched a crackdown on pri-
vate Covid facilities to ensure
that they strictly followed the
guidelines and the treatment
protocols and had anaes-
thetists on duty round the
clock.

It may be mentioned here
that on an average, 8 to 12
COVID-19 deaths are being
reported in Kanpur Nagar
every day. With a COVID-19
death rate of 2.59 per cent,
Kanpur Nagar is at 

the second place in UP,
behind Meerut which has a
death rate of 2.68 per cent. 

Chief Medical Officer Dr
AK Mishra on Friday admit-

ted that out of the total sam-
ples being collected in he dis-
trict each day, over 50 per cent
were active cases. He said this
was mainly because in Kanpur
Nagar, social distancing was
literally not being followed.  

Dr Mishra said despite
cautions and warning issued
by the government, people
were not strictly following the
social distancing norms.

The CMO added that the
most encouraging part was
that the recovery rate was
high in coronavirus positive
people who opted for home
isolation. He said around
10,500 people who had opted
for home isolation had recov-

ered in the district. However,
Dr Mishra said, the coron-
avirus active cases in Kanpur
Nagar had increased to around
6,000

The CMO said there were
reports that some private hos-
pitals were running Covid
care facility without anaes-
thetists and the administration
had banned them and was tak-
ing action against those found
violating norms.

He said all complaints
against private hospitals which
were running without anaes-
thetists had been referred to
the additional city magistrate
(ACM) who would submit a
report after which action

would be taken against the
erring hospitals. 

The CMO said the state
government had also been
informed about anaesthetists
who were working on 8-hour
duty in three hospitals in a day.
He said complaints had come
that doctors too were working
in three hospitals which was
violation of the Covid proto-
col. 

Dr Mishra said the ACM
had also been asked to iden-
tify anaesthetists who were
working in shifts but were not
available when the patient was
critical. He said strict action
would be taken against them.
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Meanwhile, the sudden
spurt in dengue cases has set
the alarm bells ringing in
Kanpur Nagar which is reeling
under the onslaught of the
novel coronavirus. 

The arrival of dengue
patients from the surrounding
district and Fatehpur has made
the district administration pull
up its socks.

Chief Medical
Superintendent of LLR
Hospital, Dr PK Singh, said
that some dengue patients
had also tested positive for
coronavirus infection, making
the situation critical.  

He said several dengue
cases had been admitted to
LLR Hospital from the sur-
rounding district and a few
cases had come from Fatehpur. 
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KANPUR (PNS): GSVM Medical College Principal Prof RB
Kamal said the special test kits provided to LLR Hospital had
exhausted. 

Prof Kamal said with one month’s supply of the kits for free
tests coming to an end, testing had stopped in the hospital. He
said a requisition had been sent to the government said approval
of the kits was awaited. He said the tests would start again in the
hospital after it received the test kits.

The principal said these special tests cost between Rs 1,500
and Rs 5,000 and had been recommended by a three-member
SGPGI team which had arrived in h city in the first week of August
to bring the COVID-19 deaths under control. He said most of
the people were unable to purchase the expensive kits and that
total tests cost somewhere around Rs 6,000. 

Prof Kamal said with free testing being stopped and the peo-
ple not being able to afford it of payment, it had become a cause
of concern. 

He said it was hoped that in a week’s time the kits would arrive
and tests would be started again.
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Armed miscreants raided
the house of a building

material trader in Kanpur
Development Authority’s
Swarn Jayanti Vihar Colony in
Vidhnu police station area late
Thursday night and looted
cash and valuables worth lakhs
of rupees after holding the
trader’s minor son on knife-
point. 

After locking all family
members in a room, the mis-
creants collected cash and valu-
ables from the house and
escaped.

The incident came to light
on Friday morning after which
police officers along with foren-
sic experts reached the spot for
investigation. 

The CCTV footage showed
pictures of the miscreants.

Saurabh Singh of
Hamirpur has been living in a
rented house in Swarn Jayanti
Vihar Colony with his family
for the past several years. 

On Thursday evening, he
had gone to Lucknow on busi-
ness trip. His wife Poonam, son
Babu (2) and grandmother
Prem Kumari (85) were present
at the house. 

At around 2 am, two
armed miscreants wearing
masks entered the house after
scaling the backside boundary
wall and hid in the courtyard.
When Poonam opened the
doors of her room to go to the
washroom, the miscreants took
her on pistol-point. After
snatching her mobile phone,
they locked her in a room.
They later locked the fast asleep
grandmother in the same
room. Thereafter, after taking
Babu (2) at knife-point, the
miscreants collected the key of
almirah from Poonam and
looted cash and jewellery worth
lakhs of rupees. Before escap-
ing from the house, they
removed the SIM of Poonam’s
mobile phone.

Poonam informed her hus-
band about the incident from
another mobile phone. Saurabh
returned to Kanpur Nagar at 7
am and informed the police
about the loot. Ghatampur
Circle Officer Ravi Kumar
Singh said two miscreants cap-
tured in the CCTV footage
would be arrested soon. 
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KANPUR (PNS): Tabir
Foundation in association with
Earthshakti Foundation felici-
tated the winners of an essay
writing competition organised
on the occasion of Hindi Diwas
on Friday. President of Tabir
Foundation, Dr Saba Yunus,
said this was an online com-
petition meant for children
between 12 and 18 years of age.
She 50 essays were received via
email from all over the state. 

The work of all the partic-
ipating children was found sat-
isfactory. Essays were evaluat-
ed by a panel of judges com-
prising social worker
Dharmendra Kumar Singh and
educationist Mohini Agarwal. 

All the three winners hail
from Kanpur Nagar. They are
Nancy (first), Therim (sec-
ond) and Shahin (third). They
were felicitated with cash prize,
certificate and medal at a func-
tion organised at Sahwes
School in Juhi, on Friday. 

Both the judges were also
felicitated by Dr Saba Yunus
and Somesh Kulshreshtha.
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Parliament on Friday passed
a Bill to reduce for one year

the salaries of MPs by 30 per
cent “to meet the exigencies
arising out of the Covid-19
pandemic”. The Bill was passed
in Rajya Sabha with a voice vote
while Lok Sabha had passed the
Salary, Allowances and Pension
of Members of Parliament
(Amendment) Bill, 2020 Bill
earlier this week. The Rajya
Sabha also approved two Bills,
replacing ordinances related
to the Central Council of
Homoeopathy and the Indian
Medicine Central Council.

While supporting the cuts
in salaries, most Opposition
members who participated in
the discussion urged the gov-
ernment to review its decision
to suspend the Members of
Parliament Local Area
Development (MPLAD)
scheme for two years saying it

was necessary to carry out
development works in their
respective constituencies.
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi, however, said
this was a temporary suspen-
sion.

Minister of State for Home
G Kishan Reddy moved the
Salaries and Allowances of
Ministers (Amendment) Bill,
2020 and both bills were taken
up simultaneously and passed
by voice vote.

During the debate, Joshi
said it did not matter how
much money was being saved
through salary cuts of mem-
bers. “Charity should begin
from home and that is the con-
cept we have started. It is not
�4 crore saving as said by
DMK member but � 53.9 crore
per year from members’ salary,”
he said. DMK member P
Wilson had earlier during the
discussion said the measure
would entail savings of just �4

crore.
On several opposition

members asking the govern-
ment to stop various projects
like Bullet train and construc-
tion of a new Parliament build-
ing to cut costs, Joshi said,
“First you say public spending
should be increased and now
you are demanding that all
these projects should be
stopped. At least, we don’t pay

to some private trust from PM
Relief fund. These people
raised similar issues in 2019
election and people have
answered,” Joshi further said.

Reddy said COVID-19 has
impacted the incomes of peo-
ple working in the private sec-
tor and so the Prime Minister
initiated this bill which entails
30 per cent reduction in min-
isters’ salaries.

Senior Congress leader
Ghulam Nabi Azad said
around 70 per cent MPs
depend on their salaries and
have to take care of every
expense through these emolu-
ments alone. He said MPLAD
funds are meant for taking
care of needy people in their
constituencies and are utilised
for various things like pur-
chasing ambulances, making

small roads and community
centres.

“It (MPLAD) should not
be suspended for two years.
How did you presume that
corona will go on for two
years? Even if you had to do it
you should have reduced it by
half to �2.5 crore. My sugges-
tion to the Government will be
to reduce it to one year and in
that one year �2.5 crore fund be

kept,” he said.
Similarly, Vishambhar

Prasad Nishad (SP), V Vijaysai
Reddy (YSRCP), K
Somaprasad (CPI-M), Fauzia
Khan (NCP), Veer Singh (BSP),
Nazir Ahmed Laway (PDP)
while supporting the reduction
in salaries, sought restoration
of the MPLAD scheme.

Pointing at the PM CARES
fund, Congress MP Rajeev

Satav said “no one knows to
whom it is caring”. He also
pointed out expenses by the
government during the pan-
demic on projects such as
Central Vista, Bullet train and
a special �850 crore aircraft for
the PM. Trinamool Congress
member Dinesh Trivedi said
the bill for reduction of mem-
bers’ salaries was decided only
by some MPs on whatsapp.
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Indian genes are helping bat-
tling coronavirus and reduc-

ing the mortality rate in com-
parison to the US and Europe,
according to scientists includ-
ing an expert from the Banaras
Hindu University (BHU). The
study is published in the PLOS
ONE journal.

A team comprising distin-
guished genetic experts from
six institutions, led by Prof
Gyaneshwer Chaubey of the
BHU, analysed complete DNA
data of the Angiotensin-con-
verting enzyme 2 (ACE2) gene
of X chromosome from various
continental populations and
found that it is the Indian genes
that have protected the popu-
lation and helped battle the
deadly virus.

This explains why the mor-

tality rate of COVID-19 has
been much higher in European
countries and in the US, as
compared to India and
Southeast Asian countries, they
said.

The scientists have provid-

ed a possible molecular genet-
ic explanation for why Iranians,
Europeans and Americans of
European ancestry are at more
mortality risk to the novel
Coronavirus than people in
India and East Asia, as reflect-

ed in the current global distri-
bution of reported COVID-19
cases per 1,00,000 inhabitants.

The international team
analysed complete DNA data of
the ACE2 gene from various
continental populations and
found that certain mutations in
this gene are helping South
Asian and East Asian popula-
tions in successfully battling the
virus and reducing mortality
rate in comparison to the US
and Europe.

There have been a few ini-
tial studies on the ACE2 gene
by other research groups, but
all of them looked for the
presence or absence of various
mutations, whereas, this team
used more powerful haplo-
type-based analysis (the
method in which experts break
the whole length of DNA into
several pieces and make com-

parisons).
The second important

finding is about two major
mutations which are responsi-
ble for strengthening the entry
point of the Coronavirus
among South Asians. “Thus,
this paper adds important
potential implications to
understanding the transmis-
sion patterns of Coronavirus in
various populations across the
world,” said Anshika Srivastava,
one of the authors of the paper.

Rudra Pandey and Prajwal
Singh from BHU, Avinash
Rasalkar, Pankaj Srivastava
from Sagar Central University,
Rakesh Tamang from Calcutta
University and Pramod Kumar
from National Centre for
Disease Control (NCDC) were
also involved in this 
research.
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As the Covid-19 battered
world continue to scout for

vaccine to combat the deadly
virus, States in India are bank-
ing on herbal immunity boost-
ers among other safety norms
like masks and social distanc-
ing  to keep the pathogen at a
bay which has so far infected 54
lakhs people and claimed
83,000 lives across the country.

While Tamil Nadu is dis-
tributing Siddha-based herbal
immunity boosters like
‘Athimathuram’ and ‘Kabasura
Kudineer’, Karnataka is sup-
plying ayurveda-based immu-
nity enhancing tablets and
decoction to the locals as part
of the fight against coronavirus.
So is the case with Delhi and
Punjab where cops are being
armed with the formulation
based on medicinal plants and

essential oils to fight the virus
from the front.

Punjab has recently
announced doling out to its
police personnel Covid-care
kits having medical gadgets
like mask, oximeter besides
medicines and an herbal immu-
nity booster Amynity Plus to
combat the virus. Nearly 3,800
police personnel have tested
Covid positive in the State.

The herbal formulation is
extract of around 51 herbs like
harad, Neem, Amla, Sunthi,
Ashwagandha, Gudduchi
besides eight essential oils to
empower immunity of the body
system. 

Dr Sanchit Sharma,
Executive Director of AIMIL
Pharmaceuticals which has
developed the herbal brew,
noted that not only a strong
immune system but multi-sys-
tem immune defence could be

the perfect solution to tackle the
infection which has brought the
world standstill.

Like in Punjab, police per-
sonnel in Delhi are being dis-
tributed ‘Ayuraksha Kit’ com-
prising of ‘Kadha’ concoction
(herbal tea), ‘Sanshmani’ tablet
(made from Giloy), oil to be
used as nasal drops and pack of
Chyawanprash while Tamil
Nadu is offering the concoction
like ‘Athimathuram’ and
‘Kabasura Kudineer’.

“These are not a cure for
Covid-19 but for boosting the
immunity of an individual,”
said Chief Minister Edappadi K
Palaniswami launched the
scheme by distributing the
drink to police personnel.

Similarly,  Karnataka
Government is  offering
ayurveda-based immunity
boosting tablets and decoction
to lakhs of families in

Shivamogga under an initia-
tive by Karnataka Rural
Development and Panchayat
Raj Minister K S Eshwarappa
as part of the fight against
covid-19. Likewise, Uttar
Pradesh too is pushing herbal
immunity boosters to fight the
virus. In fact, scientists from
Government organisations too
are doing their bit in this
regard. For instance, Dr Sanjay
Jachak, scientist  from
Researchers from National
Institute of 
Pharmaceutical Education
and Research (NIPER) in
Mohali, Punjab has devel-
oped an immunity booster
herbal tea —a combination of
six herbs such as Aswagandha,
Giloy, Mulethi, Tulsi and
GreenTea--to strengthen the
body and build physical resis-
tance to the virulent infec-
tions.
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Earlier in the day, the
Homoeopathy Central

Council (Amendment) Bill,
2020 seeking to further extend
the time to form the Central
Council of Homeopathy by a
year and the Indian Medicine
Central Council
(Amendment) Bill, 2020 also
seeking a year’s time to recon-
stitute the central council and
provides for a board of direc-
tors to exercise its powers in
the interim period was passed
in the Upper House after a
debate.
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The Congress on Friday
announced to launch a

nationwide agitation against
the Centre’s three agriculture-
related Bills. It is in talks with
other Opposition parties to
come on board to corner the
Modi Government on the
farmer related issue which has
also led to the resignation of
Union Minister Harsimran
Kaur of Shiromani Akali Dal,
BJP’s oldest ally in the NDA.

With farmers protesting
against the bills, Congress
alleged that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has misled the
farmers and the country and
Modi is a big liar.

“Person sitting on prime

minister’s post should not mis-
lead farmers and country. The
PM is lying at a time when the
country is battling coronavirus
and China is breathing down
our neck,” Congress chief
spokesperson Randeep Singh
Surjewala said at AICC Press
conference near Parliament.  

Congress said any move to
“disturb” the present procure-
ment system may deepen
“social unrest” amongst farm-
ers of the state”. “We urge upon
the government to review and
reconsider these measures as
these are unlikely to deliver on
the promises made to them.
Agri-marketing should be left
to the states as envisaged in the
Constitution,” the party said.

Congress again questioned

as to why the Modi
Government is trying to finish
off MSP. “Both the Agriculture
minister and the PM are saying
that MSP will continue but
when mandis will be finished,
who will give MSP? Will FCI
(Food Corporation of India) go
to farmers’ fields to give MSP?”
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
says now farmers can sell pro-
duce anywhere, 86.2 per cent
farmers own less than six acres
of land and 60 per cent own less
than two acres of land. How
can such poor farmers have
access to far-off markets,”
Surjewala said. He was joined
by his party colleagues and
Parliamentarians Gaurav
Gogoi, Rajeev Satav, Jasbir
Singh Gill, Hibi Eden, and

Amar Singh.
Surjewala further asked

the Centre, “How will small
farmers fight for rights against
mega corporate?” “When
APMC act will no longer be
there, how will small farmers,
mandi workers and trans-
porters earn their livelihood?
The mandi fees helps develop-
ment in villages,” Surjewala
said also announcing for the
joint agitation against the deci-
sion. AICC sources said that
agitation being planned with
other parties can be both phys-
ical and virtual.

Accusing the Congress of
doublespeak, the BJP has been
pointing out that the opposi-
tion party itself had in its man-
ifesto for 2019 Lok Sabha elec-

tions proposed the abolition of
APMC Act and making agri-
cultural produce free from
restrictions.

But former Haryana Chief
Minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda said his party will move
a resolution against the legis-
lations when the assembly ses-
sion is convened.  Talking to
reporters later, Hooda said
Haryana farmers are facing an
existential crisis due to the
three “black laws”, which will
“take away” the protection pro-
vided to them. It is important
that all parties raise their voice
in the interest of the State’s
farmers, he said, adding that
they will not allow the imple-
mentation of the legislations in
Haryana.
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Following the agreement
between External affairs

minister S Jaishankar and his
Chinese counterpart Wang Yi
on September 10 to defuse
tension at the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) at the earliest,
the next round of military
level talks will see India urging
simultaneous disengagement
and de-escalation. The Corps
Commander-level talks
between the two armies are
likely to take place in the next
two to three days.

The Indian stance during

the forthcoming military level
talks was discussed at great
length for more than 90 min-
utes in the China Study
Group(CSG)meeting chaired
by National Security Advisor
Ajit Doval here on Friday,
sources said.  The top defence
brass including Chief of
Defence Staff(CDS)General
Bipin Rawat took part in the
crucial meeting, they added.

The two commanders Lt
General Harinder Singh and
Major General Liu Lin have
held five rounds of parleys so
far since June 6 but no signif-
icant improvement took place

on the ground. The last round
was held on August 2 when it
was agreed to disengage and
de-escalate.

However, China did not
honour the commitment and
in fact tried to unilaterally
alter the LAC in south bank of
the Pangong Tso(lake)on
August 29 and 30. The aggres-
sive action was thwarted by the
Indian army. 

Moreover, both the sides in
the last fortnight fired more
than 200 rounds in the air on
at least four occasions thereby
increasing tension at the
already volatile border.
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Sudarshan TV, which is fac-
ing legal proceedings in the

Supreme Court, has moved an
application seeking a live tele-
cast of the hearing of the plea,
which has raised a grievance
over its “Bindas Bol” pro-
gramme, the promo of which
had claimed that the channel
would air a “big expose on the
conspiracy to infiltrate Muslims
in government service”.

On September 15, the top
court had restrained the chan-
nel from telecasting the
episodes of “Bindas Bol” till
further orders, saying that “the
intent” of the episodes “prima
facie” appeared to “vilify” the
Muslim community.

The application filed by
Sudarshan News through its
director and editor Suresh
Chavhanke said, “It is respect-

fully submitted that the present
case is one of the most impor-
tant cases concerning the pub-
lic at large as the question of
freedom of press protected by
Article 19(1)(a) of the
Constitution of India is
involved.”

It said crores of viewers of
the channel want to know
about the legal proceedings
and hear the points of argu-
ments being raised by the par-
ties.

“Direct for a live telecast of
the proceedings of this case
through audio-visual broad-
casting/telecasting universally
by an official agency as the
court may deem fit and prop-
er,” the application said.

A bench comprising jus-
tices D Y Chandrachud, Indu
Malhotra and K M Joseph will
take up the matter for hearing
at 12 noon.
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Fifteen more Covid-19 patients died here in Jammu &
Kashmir while 1,330 new cases of coronavirus were

reported taking the total tally of active positive cases to
20,770 and the total number of deaths to 966 on Friday.

Compared to Kashmir valley, the situation is worrisome
across Jammu region as no district remains untouched with
the spread of the virus in the last two weeks.

The hilly districts of Doda and Kishtwar and twin bor-
der districts of Rajouri and Poonch are recording spike in
number of cases due to blatant violation of social distanc-
ing norms and ignorance over use of face masks in public.

Several social gatherings in the region were directly
linked to spread of the virus in remote areas of the hilly dis-
tricts. Meanwhile, situation across Jammu hospitals remain
grim.  Large number of patients from the periphery are
reaching GMC, Jammu for admission and when they failed
to get hospital bed or admission in the isolation ward the
caretakers show their resentment as chaos is prevailing in
the hospital premises.

According to the media bulletin,  672 cases were report-
ed from Jammu while Kashmir region recorded 658 cases.
Out of fifteen deaths, 10 patients died in Jammu and five
in Kashmir valley on Friday. Out of 20770 active positive
cases, Jammu region accounted for  11823 patients while
Kashmir reported 8947 cases. Out of 966 deaths,  757 were
reported from Kashmir and 209 from Jammu region. 

A total number of 39,305 patients have recovered so far
across Jammu & Kashmir.
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The forecasts made by Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan and

Health Minister KK Shylaja early this
month is coming true in Kerala as the
number of persons diagnosed with
Covid-19 continued to surge ahead on
Friday too. The last 24 hours saw the
State identifying 4,167 new patients
across Kerala out of which 3, 849 per-
sons contracted the disease through
social contact.

The death toll in the State touched
501 by Friday evening as the
Department of Health confirmed that
12 persons succumbed to the pan-
demic. Kodiyeri Balakrishnan, CPI(M)
State Secretary who addressed the
media earlier in the day blamed the
opposition BJP and the Congress for
the surge in the Covid-19 cases.

“The demonstrations and rallies
staged by the BJP and the Congress

across Kerala were with the intention
of sabotaging the good works being
done by the CPI(M)-led Government.
They  threw to the wind all safety pro-
tocols and restrictions like wearing
facemasks and maintaining social dis-
tancing,” Balakrishnan said while
speaking to the press after the State
Secretariat meet.

Thiruvananthapuram district
topped the table with 926 new patients
on Friday while Kozhikode diagnosed
404 patients. Except in Wynadu district
which diagnosed 68 new cases, all dis-
tricts registered high numbers of
patients. The medical fraternity in the
State is upset over the ever increasing
number of health workers who con-
tract the pandemic. On Friday 102
health workers were diagnosed with
Covid-19. As on Friday, there were 35,
724 Covid-19 patients in the State. On
Friday, 3,282 persons were admitted to
hospitals across the State.
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Even as the CPI(M) State Secretary Kodiyeri
Balakrishnan alleged about a BJP-Congress con-

spiracy to derail the Kerala Government,  the Central
investigating agencies, probing the gold smuggling,
import of Quran and violation of protocols by a
Minister, said that the Intelligence Wing of the Kerala
Police was spying on them.

“Telephones of senior investigating officials are
being tapped by the State Intelligence Wing report-
ing directly to the Chief Minister. They are keeping
an eye on all out activities in the gold smuggling
probe, Quran import case and drug trafficking probe,”
a senior official in the investigating team told The
Pioneer on Friday. He said though he or other offi-
cials in the team are not familiar with the nuances
of telephone tapping, it is a truth that the State offi-
cials were resorting to all kinds of dirty tricks to keep
track of the progress they make in the investigating.
The Intelligence Bureau is closely following the  activ-
ities of their Kerala counterparts.

“It is routine and characteristic of the CPI(M)
to ensure that their people are guarded and protected
from the investigation. They feel that we  do not know
of their antecedents. Swapna Suresh and her associ-
ate were taken to the Thrissur Medical College
Hospital so that they could communicate with her
through the mobile phones of the hospital staff. A
minister (A C Moideen) reaching the hospital at that
time was not a coincidence,” said the official.
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The CPI(M) on Friday alleged
that there was a deep-rooted

conspiracy by the BJP and the
Congress against the Government
of Kerala and the current unrest
seen in the State is a proof of this
secret plan.

“The BJP and the Congress
want to sabotage and derail the
Kerala Government led by the
CPI(M). A conspiracy has been
hatched by the Sangh Parivar and
the Congress to murder Minister K
T Jaleel. The attacks on the official
car of the Minister on Thursday by
the BJP elements is proof of this
plan,” said Kodiyeri Balakrishnan,
CPI(M) Kerala secretary during a
press meet at the capital city on
Friday. 

Balakrishnan was addressing
the media after Friday’s State
Secretariat meet of the CPI(M). He
said there was nothing unusual in
the National Investigation Agency
summoning Jaleel to their office.
“The NIA in its letter of invitation
sent to Jaleel has said that the agency
would like to speak to him as a wit-

ness. But the Congress and the BJP
are blowing it out of proportion,”
said the Secretary who se son
Bineesh Kodiyeri too had been
invited by the Enforcement
Directorate recently. Balakrishnan
said that the BJP and the Congress
were on a massive drive to recruit
goondas to eliminate the CPI(M)
cadre and the State Government has
all the documentary evidence. “The
Congress is organizing ‘get togeth-
ers’ of its goonda elements across
Kerala. The BJP is also doing the
same thing,” he said.

The State Secretariat in its
meeting concluded that the Centre
was deliberately denying and delay-
ing the financial dues meant for the
State. “ The Congress is upset over
the general impression that the
CPI(M) would come back to power
in the 2021 Assembly election and
that party is staring at a bleak future.
Irrespective of the attitudes of the
BJP and the Congress, the CPI(M)
is going ahead with its development
agenda for the welfare of the peo-
ple,” said Balakrishnan while
explaining the decisions taken in the
Secretariat meeting.
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The daily Covid-19 toll
crossed 400-mark in

Maharashtra for the second
consecutive day on Friday, as
440 more deaths were report-
ed in the state, while 21, 656
more people tested positive
for Coronavirus.

A day after staggering 468
deaths were reported in the
state, Maharashtra logged 440
more deaths on Friday, taking
the total number of deaths to
31,791.        

Of the 440 deaths record-
ed on Friday, 405 deaths were
reported today while 35 old
deaths were added to the tally
after the updation of the Covid-
19 portal.

With 21,656 fresh infected
cases, the total number of
infections jumped from

11,45,840 to 11,67,496.
Of the total 440 deaths

(including 35 old deaths)
reported on Friday, Nagpur
accounted for a maximum of
64 fatalities,  while there were
52 deaths in Mumbai, 39 in
Pune,  34 in Satara, 32 in
Thane, 21 each in Ahmednagar
and Sangli, 16 each in Nashik
and Jalgaon, 12 each in Solapur,
Aurangabad and Latur and 11
deaths in Kolhapur and 10 in
Yavatmal.

Similarly, in the lower
range, there were 9 deaths in
Raigad, 7 in Beed, 6 in
Sindhudurg, 5 in Palghar, 4
each in Nanded and Gondia, 3
each in Dhule, Parbhani and
Washim, 2 in Osmanabad and
one each in Jalna, Hingoli,
Akola, Amravati and Buldhana.
In addition, two from outside
the state died in Maharashtra.
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Media, particularly
television, coverage
of Sushant Singh
Rajput’s suicide — I
will call the manner

of his death so until established oth-
erwise — and its aftermath has
raised questions. Avoiding the
mutually accusatory statements
that have been doing the rounds, I
would rather focus on some of the
deeper issues involved. The first is
whether the extent of coverage
extended to it is justified.

The event, doubtless, was most
tragic. A young man, who has given
much to Indian cinema, and could
have given more, has been cut short
in his prime. The unnatural nature
of his passing, the allegations and
counter-allegations ranging over it,
the controversy about who should
investigate it, the Centre’s decision
to put the CBI in charge, the
Supreme Court’s verdict endorsing
the transfer and the subsequent
developments, certainly merited
media coverage. But did it have to
take up huge chunks of prime-time
coverage on most channels since
June 14 when the alleged suicide
occurred?

The question is relevant when
the country is facing a serious
threat of Chinese aggression, a rag-
ing and escalating COVID-19 pan-
demic and an economy in crisis —
to mention three of the most
important challenges. The argu-
ment that these are also receiving
attention raises the question: Is the
attention of the deserved quality
and extent? The question can be
countered by two arguments. First,
any answer, in the negative or affir-
mative, will involve a large measure
of subjective judgement and, hence,
cannot be regarded as definitive.
The second can be that viewers
want the kind of coverage provid-
ed.

As to the first, all judgments on
all issues are subjective in the
sense that whatever the quality of
the evidence, a person or a group
must assess it and come to a con-
clusion. The assessment is by indi-
viduals who have their own
predilections and orientations,
which they may or may not be able
to overcome. But then, a society
would not have been able to func-
tion if it did not proceed by accept-
ing as valid judgements that, under
the normative criteria embedded in
its underlying social contract,
passed the tests of rationality and
morality. 

Here, rationality dictates the
question: Whether Rajput’s
death and its sordid aftermath
has greater relevance to the
lives of the country and its peo-
ple than the Chinese aggression,
the COVID-19 pandemic
and/or the economic crisis?
One can argue that the after-
math’s importance can hardly be
under-stated because it is lead-
ing to the unravelling of the
Bollywood drug network, which
in turn may lead to the eradica-
tion of the drug trade’s tentacles
throughout the country. Against
this, one has the Union Minister
of State G Kishan Reddy’s writ-
ten reply to a question by a
Congress MP, K Sudhakaran, in
the Lok Sabha on September 15
stating, “Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) carries out
search, seizure, arrest and inves-
tigation continuously through-
out the year on the actionable
inputs developed on its own
and/or on receipt from other
sources. During the period of
COVID-19 lockdown, no such
actionable inputs were received
by the NCB revealing the nexus
between people in the film
industry and drug traffickers.”
He, however, added, “However,
a case in this regard has been
registered by NCB Mumbai
zonal unit on August 28, 2020.
Till date, in this case 10 persons
have been arrested. Drugs such
as Ganja, Hashish, Tetra Hydro
Cannabinol and Lysergic acid
De-ethylamide have been seized
in the operation.”

Clearly, one has to see what
the NCB produces. Until then it

would be a bit too much to cite
the possibility of its unearthing
a pan-India drug racket to jus-
tify the massive coverage given
to the train of events following
Rajput’s death. This leads to the
second justification cited above:
Viewers want it. This may be
true given that the titillation and
voyeuristic pleasure that a very
large number of people get
from watching the lives of
celebrities unscramble or the
aftermath of a shocking tragedy
unfold. 

The mere fact that people
want to see something does not
make it acceptable. Time was
when nothing was considered
wrong with masses assembled in
Rome’s Colosseum roaring in
applause as a gladiator killed
another or a lion. Even now,
many in Spain are happy to wit-
ness bullfights in which mata-
dors kill bulls in unequal com-
bat, and thousands participate in
jallikattu in South India in
which bulls suffer horribly.

Clearly, popular participa-
tion or viewing does not by itself
justify an event or its extensive
and approbatory coverage —
especially when it diverts atten-
tion from critical issues facing a
country and trivialises discourse
in what the German social
philosopher, Jurgen Habermas,
calls the “public sphere.” The lat-
ter, he states in The Structural
Transformation of the Public
Sphere (1962), is a virtual or
imaginary community which
does not necessarily exist in any
identifiable space. In its ideal
form, the public sphere is “made

up of private people gathered
together as a public and articu-
lating the needs of society with
the state.” It is a space where pri-
vate individuals discuss public
matters, which mediates
between society and the state,
leading to a critical consensus
translating itself into a coherent
public opinion, which makes the
state accountable to citizens.

The media has a critical role
in providing information for dis-
cussion in the public sphere. It,
however, also has a responsibil-
ity to ensure that investigations
proceed along right lines.
Investigating and prosecuting
agencies charged with delivering
criminal justice are known to
make mistakes and even frame
innocent persons, often when
under pressure to solve a crime.
This writer’s decision to become
a journalist has been significant-
ly influenced by his witnessing,
as a school student in the early
1950s, the film Call Northside
777. Directed by Henry
Hathaway, it was based on the
real life efforts by a Chicago Daily
Times reporter, James McGuire,
undertaken at the behest of the
city editor, Karin Walsh, that led
to the release of Joseph Majczek,
wrongly convicted of murdering
a police officer and serving a 99-
year prison term.

One, however, must proceed
with extreme caution. Pressures
on investigative agencies to pro-
duce results can make probes go
horribly wrong, leading to pro-
longed, rough interrogation,
arrest and prosecution of inno-
cent people whose lives are dev-

astated in the process even if the
judiciary exonerates them in the
end. The matter reminds one of
the title of Malcom Feeley’s
much-discussed book, The
Process is the Punishment:
Handling Cases in a Lower
Criminal Court, first published
in 1979. Doubtless, the book
deals with lower criminal courts
in the US and not India. Also, we
are talking here not just about
lower criminal courts but the
entire process. It can be a long
haul, involving expenses in the
form of lawyers’ fees and trans-
port, time spent in preparations,
which often involves time taken
off from income-generating
activities and, of course, stress
and worry.

Should a person, eventually
proved innocent, have been
made to suffer all this because
media pressure led to him/her
being pronounced guilty? This
does not mean that investigative
journalism should not extend to
cases under investigation. But it
does mean scrupulous obser-
vance of the canons of fair play
and integrity and two cardinal
principles of democratic, liber-
tarian jurisprudence, wedded to
respect for human rights. 

The first is enshrined in
Article 11(1) of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights
adopted by the United Nations
in 1948. It reads, “Everyone
charged with a penal offence has
the right to be presumed inno-
cent until proved guilty accord-
ing to law in a public trial at
which he has had all the guar-
antees necessary for his defence.” 

It is also incorporated in The
European Convention for the
Protection of Human Rights,
originally Convention for the
Protection of Human Rights and
Fundamental Freedoms, which
came into force on 3 September
1953. It states in Article 6(2),
“Everyone charged with a crim-
inal offence shall be presumed
innocent until proved guilty
according to law.”

The famous English jurist,
William Blackstone, articulated
the second principle when he
wrote in Commentaries on the
Laws of England, “..all presump-
tive evidence of felony should be
admitted cautiously, for the law
holds that it is better that ten
guilty persons escape than that
one innocent suffer.” Benjamin
Franklin, one of the founding
fathers of the United States,
went further and said, in a let-
ter in March,1785, “That it is
better 100 guilty Persons should
escape than that one innocent
Person should suffer, is a Maxim
that has been long and general-
ly approved.” 

Journalists should remem-
ber both, always.

(The writer is Consultant
Editor, The Pioneer, and author)
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Sir — Question Hour is the liveli-
est hour in Parliament and lends
a certain depth to proceedings.
MPs ask questions to hold the
Government and its Ministers
accountable. It is a sacred parlia-
mentary device meant for exer-
cising legislative control over
executive actions. Unfortunately,
the ruling party has watered
down the Question Hour for this
monsoon session. This decision
erodes the constitutional man-
date of parliamentary oversight
over executive actions as envis-
aged under Article 75 (3) of the
Indian Constitution.

Noor Ahmad 
Hyderabad

����	���
�	���	�

Sir — It was heart-wrenching to
watch the viral video on social
media, which claimed that thou-
sands of Indians, mostly from UP
and Bihar, are lodged in jails of
Saudi Arabia for more than six
months now. With the lockdown
eased, many Governments have
evacuated their citizens as has
ours. But somehow we have
been callous about these helpless

migrants, who have not been able
to articulate their plight. 

AMS Nadwi
Lucknow

e������
�	����������	

Sir — The ongoing investigation
into the Delhi riots of February
2020 has begun to assume a far-
cical character. The focus of the

investigation has shifted from the
perpetrators of the riot and its
instigators and turned towards
only civil society dissenters and
protesters of Government poli-
cies. In effect, the conspiratorial
net has been cast so wide as to
capture anyone who opposed the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act
(CAA), be it a student activist,
political leader or voluntary
worker. The investigation must

be thorough, fair and transpar-
ent, and deemed as such. 

Bhagwan Thadani
Mumbai
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Sir — The collection of digital
data on our President, Prime
Minister, politicians, judges, mil-
itary officers, industrialists and
other dignitaries by China is a

matter of national security. An
English newspaper report said
that a company associated with
the Chinese Government and the
military is monitoring the
Internet and social media activ-
ities of about 10,000 distin-
guished Indians and their close
ones. It is clear from this that
along with strategic and econom-
ic aggression, the digital breach
is also a part of China’s hybrid
war against India. Along with the
expansion of information tech-
nology and the Internet, the
issue of data security is a matter
of grave concern. 

Bhupendra Singh Ranga
Haryana

�������
�����
Sir—The Telangana Government
has announced that senior stu-
dents of classes IX to XII  should
start attending school with 50 per
cent teachers. However, with
many parents unwilling to pay
the fees for the month of June,
the State Government must
arrange the necessary amount
from its Treasury to get the sys-
tem rolling. 

SM Arif Hussain
Hyderabad
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Responding to the pandemic, the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) had “permitted” banks to grant
moratorium on payment of instalments of

term loans due after March 1 up to August 31. A
similar dispensation was “allowed” on recovery of
interest on working capital. The moratorium was
initially permitted up to the end of April and 55.1
per cent of customers of Scheduled Commercial
Banks (SCBs), accounting for 50 per cent of out-
standing credit, had availed this facility. In Public
Sector Banks (PSBs), 80.3 per cent of all individ-
ual customers, accounting for 80 per cent of total
outstanding individual loans, opted for the mora-
torium. A whopping 74 per cent of Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprise (MSME) borrowers and
28.8 per cent of corporate borrowers, covering 81.5
per cent and 58 per cent (by outstanding amount
in category loans), availed the facility. 

For private banks, 41.8 per cent of individual
customers, accounting for 80 per cent of outstand-
ing individual loans, and 20.9 per cent of all MSME
customers opted for moratoriums, comprising 42.5
per cent of outstanding loans to MSMEs. About 21.6
per cent of corporate borrowers, covering 19.6 per
cent of total outstanding corporate loans, had availed
the facility.

The Supreme Court has extended the morato-
rium and the Central Government has appointed
an expert panel to look into the issue. Exactly how
many loans accounts and what loan amount is under
moratorium are not known. Some borrowers may
have decided against seeking the moratorium facil-
ity due to uncertainty about relief on interest. Had
the interest relief been announced upfront, almost
all borrowers would have instantly opted for the
moratorium, except possibly for borrowers too
proud of their financial standing to seek any relief.

Since the verdict of the apex court was not avail-
able by August 31, it was the borrowers’ call to take
a wager on the verdict and decide whether to opt
for a moratorium or not. It is unclear if the relief,
if and when granted, would be available only to
those availing of the moratorium. Overall, the sys-
tem lacks incentives for those remaining fully com-
pliant while the non-compliant people may hope
to get some relief. Had the interest relief been a mat-
ter of legal right under the Banking Regulation or
Disaster Management Acts, it would have been
through by now. The Disaster Management Act
(DMA), empowering the Government to take
immediate relief and rescue measures, cannot be
over-read to give it unfettered powers to deal with
the full economic fallout of the disaster. It certain-
ly does not empower the Government to alter terms
of private contracts on jobs, rentals, sales, lending
and so on. That explains why the tone and tenor
of parts of the “orders” issued under the DMA is
not peremptory, prescriptive, definitive but indica-
tive, persuasive and advisory in nature. Hence, legal-
ly binding orders regarding timely payment of full
salaries, non-recovery of rent and school fees and
so on could not be issued for this reason. Appeals
to good conscience is a different matter.

Likewise, the Banking Regulation Act (BR Act)
would by itself not confer any rights on the RBI to
mandate any alteration in individual contracts
entered into by the banks unless supplemented with
legal remedies under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Securities Interest Act (SARFAESI Act) or the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC).
Appropriately, the RBI has “permitted” grants of
moratorium while extending regulatory forbearance
on recognition of the non-performing asset (NPA).
The BR Act does not empower the RBI to mandate

changing loan terms already contracted.
Loan contracts can be changed only on
the orders of insolvency courts.
Mandatory moratorium requires more
than the BR Act.

There are no free lunches in econom-
ics except those paid for by others. If bor-
rowers get interest relief during the
moratorium period, bank investors and
depositors would stand to lose unless
compensated by the Government, like it
happens in farm loan waivers. Charity at
others’ expense is systemic. Relief to bor-
rowers at the expense of depositors is akin
to relief to consumers ending up suppress-
ing remunerative market prices for farm-
ers.The bank depositors are also adverse-
ly impacted by the pandemic-induced fall
in interest rates that stand to benefit new
borrowers as well as the borrowers who
are able to refinance high-cost old loans.
The post-outbreak rate cuts and liquidi-
ty infusion by the RBI, aided by rising for-
eign exchange reserves, has caused a pre-
cipitous fall in interest rates. Some are
offering record-low home loan interest
rates under seven per cent per annum
with new products of repo-linked home
loans on offer. Low interest rates bring
cheer to borrowers but gloom to depos-
itors.

There are no fiscal guarantees to
depositors on minimum interest rates and
the IBC haircuts have been too costly in
some cases. When corporate borrowers
get a tax reduction bonanza, they don’t
share the booty with lenders as they are
not obliged to. When farm loans are
waived, Governments provide fiscal sup-
port to banks but at present the Centre
does not seem able and willing to com-
pensate the banks for interest relief.

In the absence of fully disaggregat-
ed data on different types of loans under
moratorium, a back-of-the-envelope
quantification of the impact of interest
relief can be �1 lakh crore per month,

assuming interest relief to be about one
per cent per month on total pre-pandem-
ic outstanding credit of about �100 lakh
crore. Even direct fiscal relief to the gen-
eral population is not of this magnitude.

Financial stakes on the Supreme
Court’s verdict are very high. The inter-
est relief has been sought from the high-
est court of justice precisely because it is
not a legal right. The golden balance of
justice is being watched by distressed bor-
rowers and anxious depositors. All bor-
rowers are not equally distressed by the
pandemic. Some differentiating criterion
based on quantum of liability outstand-
ing on March 1 and  purpose of loan
(whether educational; for first home/car
or second one, for the Economically
Weaker Section or affordable housing,
past credit history) and proven impact of
the contagion on income can be evolved
to give relief to a truly needy class of bor-
rowers. The relief even to this subset
should not be entirely a burden on bank
depositors. Ideally such relief is best pro-
vided by governments under fiscal stim-
ulus paid by taxpayers, current or future.

The need to maintain the health of
banks can hardly be overemphasised.
Deep-rooted socio-cultural beliefs stigma-
tising indebtedness (indebted person
embarrassed and lenders reviled ) contin-
ue to change worldwide. 

Post World War, the wheels of growth
are lubricated by the continuous supply
of credit. India joined the borrow/spend
bandwagon in the 80s. Lending by
Scheduled Commercial Banks rose from
�8,64,300 crore (30 per cent of the Gross
Domestic Product [GDP]) at the end of
March 2004 to �67,35,200 crore at the end
of March 2014 (60 per cent of the GDP).
At present, bank lending is only about 50
per cent of the GDP. 

As on July 31, the total deposits of
SCBs were �141,61,689 crore (�127,44,583
crore a year ago); outstanding credit was

�102,65,888 crore (�97,29,002 crore a year
ago) and investments were �42,78,294
crore (�35,57,063 crore a year ago). The
combined effect of risk aversion of banks
to lend and predominantly domestic
financing of fiscal deficit is that only about
two-third of deposits get lent to non-
Government entities.

We have made great strides in terms
of expanding the reach of banking ser-
vices and financialisation of savings but
high-profile delinquencies by those who
can afford to pay continue to eclipse these
achievements. 

The gross NPA of SCBs that had
peaked to 11.2 per cent in 2017-18 has
been brought down to 8.5 per cent by
March. This achievement is at great cost
to bank investors/depositors on account
of hefty haircuts following not-so-com-
petitive slump sales of distressed compa-
nies under the conventional, single round
bidding system being followed under the
IBC. The RBI has assessed that the gross
NPA of all SCBs may increase from 8.5
per cent in March to 12.5 per cent by
March 2021 and even to 14.7 per cent if
the adverse economic impact of the
pandemic is very severe. Seeing the
plight of forecasting tools, the economic
fallout of the contagion is hard to predict
and measure.

Since bank lending is only about 50
per cent of the GDP and post-pandem-
ic recovery would require a heavy dose
of credit, it is imperative to maintain
incentives for financial savings.

Erosion of bank profitability runs the
risk of dire consequences of de-finacial-
isation or informalisation of savings,
derailing the hard-won recovery. The
banking system needs calibrated support
to prevent relapse into transmitted sick-
ness.

(The writer is a retired IAAS officer
and former  Special Secretary, Ministry of
Commerce and Industry.)
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It is disconcerting that every sec-
ond child in India suffers some
form of nutritional failure in India.

Over the years, Government data have
borne witness to how many people,
especially women and children, do
not get three square meals in a day.
Worryingly, the potential disrup-
tions caused by the lockdown may
make the varied forms of malnutri-
tion a lasting reality. However, the
launch of the Government’s flagship
programme ‘POSHAN Abhiyaan’,
seems to have made some headway,
with an ambitious target of achieving
a malnutrition-free India by 2022. 

It also aims to reduce stunting in
children aged between zero and five

years from 38.4 per cent to 25 per cent
during the same period, along with
reducing the level of anaemia and low
birth weight in children. 

With inter-sectoral convergence
being the key strategy, the pro-
gramme makes a shift from the exist-
ing approach of making planning and
implementation the  responsibility of
one Ministry. Instead, it rightly notes
the various critical components of
success and makes ‘POSHAN
Abhiyaan’ a multi-ministerial initia-
tive. While the Ministry of Women
and Child Development acts as the
nodal office, the Ministry of Drinking
Water and Sanitation is responsible for
the Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM)
that ensures cleanliness and hygiene
and the Ministry of Education is
responsible for the Mid-Day Meal
Scheme (MDMS). 

Two other Ministries, that of
Health and Family Welfare and the
one responsible for Rural
Development, are looking after health
programmes such as Mission

Indradhanush for immunisation cov-
erage and rural income schemes, such
as MNREGA, respectively. The LPG
distribution scheme by the Ministry
of Petroleum and Natural Gas enabled
safe and hygienic cooking in under-
privileged households. 

But will India accept malnutrition
as everyone’s problem? The copious
fund allocation for the ‘POSHAN
Abhiyaan’ and its increase in the past
three years have shown the
Government’s sincerity in taking the
mission to its intended conclusion.
From �950 crore in 2017-18, the  cur-
rent allocation for the ‘POSHAN
Abhiyaan’  reached a sum of �3,400
crore for the financial year 2019-20.
However, the potential challenge can
be bringing social and behavioural
change towards malnutrition at the
community level. Ensuring equitable
nutrition to build a healthier nation
will require the following. 

Eating local and seasonal food:
This comprises a part of the trend
known as “sustainable eating” and has

been proven to be an economical
solution to the food crisis globally.
This saves time and the cost of trans-
portation while promoting the use of
fewer preservatives. Such food items
are also suitable to fulfil the nutrition-
al needs of the people in a way that
is commensurate with the local envi-
ronment.

The concept of introducing
kitchen gardens in schools to fulfil
some part of the requirements under
the MDMS is an innovative step. In
the coming days, introducing more
steps, such as promotion of local,
nutritious millet and crop diversifica-
tion to promote traditional millet will
be the right steps to complement this
ongoing effort. Recent studies have
observed that investing $1 in nutri-
tion-related interventions will have
economic gains of about $19 to $22. 

Addressing intrinsic social and
cultural biases: In his paper
‘POSHAN Abhiyaan: Making
Nutrition a Jan Andolan’,  NITI Aayog
member Vinod K Paul and co-

authors observe that despite the
Prohibition of Child Marriage Act,
2006 mandating the legal age of
marriage at 18 for girls, 30 per cent
of them are married before that age
and eight per cent are already preg-
nant by the time they are 15-19 years
of age. Facing intra-household depri-
vations due to their sex and abject
poverty, these young girls often forego
necessary nutrition, care, and rest even
during their pregnancy, thus deliver-
ing low birth weight babies. For
these babies, the cycle of malnutrition
has already begun, they note. 

This long-standing social bias
deepens with socio-economic
nuances. For example, in tribal house-
holds, the overall amount of food is
anyway low and the men, by tradition,
get the larger share of it, considering
the physical labour they must under-
take. A male child may get less to eat
than his father, but is likely to get more
than his mother, grandmother or sis-
ter. There is a need to free nutrition
from the perceived requirement of the

receiver. Disseminating a scientifical-
ly-validated diet chart according to age
and sex to the Panchayat level can help
in spreading awareness and help
households modify their practices. 

Clear and visible measures for
better accountability: Owing to the
possible institutional leakages,
Government initiatives should be
monitored by some metric for
accountability. For this, an enhanced
information and process system is
crucial. Monitoring, surveillance, and
evaluation remain critical to all
Government initiatives not only to
firm up the people’s trust but for bet-
ter outcomes as well. Understanding
ground-level realities will not only
enrich policymakers’ understanding,
it may help in building a positive per-
spective among beneficiaries about
public interventions. Public consulta-
tions, surveys among beneficiaries
and social audits are some of the most
effective ways to do this. 

Building a case against hidden
hunger: Few realise that malnutrition

is not exclusively a rural phenomenon.
Many people, especially children, in
the cities, too, suffer from malnutri-
tion, albeit of a different kind. Since
a good part of their diet is filled with
refined and finished items, not to
mention the large amounts of salt,
sugar and trans-fat they consume, the
children lack micronutrients such as
iron and zinc. Traditional crops and
millet, marked as nutri-cereals that
should have been part of our diet, are
fast becoming a favourite of the edu-
cated and wealthier part of the soci-
ety. However, as companies produc-
ing fast-moving consumer goods
look to the rural market to revive from
the economic effect of the pandem-
ic, it is important to ensure that rural
consumers do not acquire the habits
of cities. The onus is on the
Government to ensure that the learn-
ings from the cities reach the villages
before it is too late. 

(The writer is Associate Professor,
Health Economist, IIHMR University,
Jaipur)
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Script Open High Low LTP
ESSELPRO 261.3 263.25 250 251.9
DRREDDY 5001 5497 4951.05 5326.7
RELIANCE 2315.8 2319.6 2277.05 2305.5
CIPLA 776.25 819 775.95 806.85
AUBANK 707.55 737.05 707.3 726.7
IDEA 11.13 11.65 11.06 11.27
HDFCAMC 2275 2284.7 2182 2211.55
SBIN 195.75 197.15 189.95 192.6
BHARTIARTL 483 497.85 475.6 496.7
LUPIN 1072 1121.85 1070.35 1085.5
ICICIBANK 370.85 374.6 364.8 369.9
NATCOPHARM 787.75 931.7 787.75 888.5
INDUSINDBK 622.1 624 600 613.35
SUNPHARMA* 516.5 535 515.05 523.25
CADILAHC 394.2 422.8 394.2 409.15
AUROPHARMA 819 839.5 816.45 828.4
HINDUNILVR 2125 2127.45 2090 2098.3
INFY 1015.95 1018.6 999 1002.55
LAURUSLABS 1450 1520 1431 1493.6
KOTAKBANK 1310 1312.4 1263.05 1278.3
DIVISLAB 3240 3388 3223.8 3347.2
IBULHSGFIN 183 186.5 178 178.55
BIRLACORPN 711 736.4 698.45 721.1
HDFCBANK 1090 1092.15 1047.3 1057.4
BANDHANBNK 307.4 307.4 294.3 298.7
TATAMOTORS 149.9 150.55 146.25 147.9
M&M 637 659 634.5 654.45
PFIZER 4930 5040 4930 4986.05
ASHOKLEY 79 83.4 78.75 79.7
ITC 180.8 180.8 177 179.2
DLF 156.9 166.05 156.9 161.05
PVR 1234 1242 1200.55 1203.8
ZEEL 222.85 226.5 219.15 220.1
BAJFINANCE 3494.95 3500 3429.2 3475.45
APOLLOHOSP 1782.35 1871 1775.7 1828.75
MARUTI 7109 7144 6934.05 6963.3
GAIL 91.1 93.4 91 91.9
TATASTEEL 402 405.5 393.45 395.3
PEL 1377.95 1402.3 1338.7 1350.2
IRCTC 1374.35 1420 1371 1403.85
ESCORTS 1277 1280 1225.05 1237.5
AXISBANK 445 449.2 436.05 443.3
ADANIGREEN 675 688 633.6 664.6
KPITTECH 106.7 114.45 100 107.8
HCLTECH 809.5 824 804.5 811.1
SYNGENE 567 579 560.05 567.75
GLENMARK 497.9 518.1 495 508.65
BIOCON 444.5 463.55 442.5 453.8
JBCHEPHARM 1082 1149 1081 1129.55
LT 910 914 896.6 900.2
TCS 2480 2501 2435.75 2450.75
ASTRAZEN 4265 4547.6 4161.75 4299.25
HDFC 1755 1755 1709 1722.8
WIPRO 314.55 318.85 312.45 316.5
HEROMOTOCO 3087 3122.3 3076.7 3114.25
GRANULES 367.2 385.1 356.95 365.2
ASIANPAINT 2011 2043.25 2011 2028.8
DEEPAKNI 854.7 888 815.55 841.55
MANAPPURAM 160.05 163.2 159.4 161.75
HAWKINCOOK 5384.1 5499.95 5375 5435.05
BAJAJFINSV 6065 6065 5866.6 5891.25
IDFCFIRSTB 32.15 32.3 30.95 31.1
MINDTREE 1280 1291.45 1267.35 1273.75
BPCL 419.5 422.8 409.5 412.1
DABUR 505 509.9 498.6 507.85
TATAELXSI 1290 1304.9 1251 1271.3
OFSS 3007.5 3042 2971.15 2988.35
FEDERALBNK 53 53.25 51 51.9
AEGISLOG 245.4 250.35 230 234.65
GMM 5399 5452.15 5204.25 5351.85
TECHM 794.8 808.4 789.55 805
BAJAJ-AUTO 3009.05 3069 2996.1 3048.7
HINDALCO 177.1 182.1 176.6 179.4
GODREJCP 710 726.1 697.5 714.1
STAR 726.55 745.15 702.45 712.6
TITAN 1182 1201.85 1158 1162.85
SBICARD 853.1 863.8 828.5 845.1
EICHERMOT 2152.05 2201.7 2136 2152.85
VOLTAS 699 713.7 676.35 679.05
FRETAIL 100.5 102 99 100.4
ADANIPORTS 348.65 359.95 347.45 357.65
DISHTV 14 14.74 13.7 14.73
L&TFH 65 65.95 63.25 63.55
BOSCHLTD 13000 13218.4 12819.8 13045.05
CAPPL 572.15 603.5 572.15 593.75
JUBILANT 770.1 823.75 770.1 798.9
TORNTPHARM 2869.95 2942.9 2858 2873.6
JSWSTEEL 285.4 293.3 284.5 287.6
ONGC 73.95 74.8 72.95 74.25
GNFC 216 228.65 216 223.35
RAJESHEXPO 464 516 460 508.3
PNB 33.45 33.45 32.35 32.6
LICHSGFIN 306.35 310.4 297.55 302.9
AARTIIND 1106 1125 1051.3 1066.45
TATACONSUM 552 553.3 537.65 540.15
NTPC 89 91.1 88.9 90.5
JINDALSTEL 200 203.2 197.15 198.45
VEDL 135 135.85 129.8 131.4
TATACHEM 299 302.05 288.5 290.55
MOTHERSUMI 114 125.75 114 122.7
GRASIM 724.2 748.45 724.2 745
INDIGO 1332.85 1332.85 1302.9 1313.65
HAL 831.4 850 831.4 841.85
ACC 1414 1438 1409.15 1431.6
RBLBANK 184.35 185.45 177.45 180.65
SUDARSCHEM 495 538 490 523.6
SUNTV 478.35 488 475.4 484.35
APLLTD 984 984 952.05 961.7

BSOFT 195.85 206.4 190 195.2
DIXON 9827 9940 9300 9398
INDIAMART 5000 5103 4945.55 5005.9
APOLLOTYRE 135.55 135.55 129.7 130.7
NESTLEIND 16149.3 16248 15925 16098.9
HDFCLIFE 592.7 595 583.5 585.1
AMBER 1979.7 2059.1 1974.9 2044.2
SRTRANSFIN 658.95 661.6 634 646.95
BANKBARODA 45.9 45.95 44.9 45.05
MPHASIS 1340 1410 1329.35 1399.6
MCX 1750 1782 1720.95 1741.8
COALINDIA 125.6 125.6 123.05 123.6
ADANIENT 295 305 287.6 291.6
JUBLFOOD 2401.05 2421.95 2348.95 2360.1
INFRATEL 198.5 200.55 195.35 199.2
BHARATFORG 484 487.05 476.8 479.25
BHEL 35.55 35.75 34.5 34.65
POWERGRID 169 172.95 167.4 171.8
AMARAJABAT 779 785 757.75 764.05
CESC 660.6 683.95 655.25 676.3
CUMMINSIND 488.4 492.25 477.85 481.4
AJANTPHARM 1558 1634.6 1558 1615.45
BLISSGVS 153.3 157.35 152.1 153.35
SUMICHEM 288.95 308.8 287.4 300
DMART 2158 2175 2105 2149.5
IGL 419.9 425.5 413.2 419.45
GUJGAS 310 327.75 303.65 318.45
PIDILITIND 1488.95 1488.95 1448 1453.9
UPL 532 539.8 529.65 537.85
BALKRISIND 1395 1405 1372 1395.7
INDIACEM 129 129 121.55 122.6
IOC 82.9 82.9 80.3 80.65
EXIDEIND 167.55 169.3 165.3 167
INFIBEAM 79.95 83.15 75.75 77.65
TATAPOWER 57 57.3 55.85 56.15
QUESS 430 460 420.4 426.85
BRITANNIA 3850 3850 3774.85 3797.05
HINDPETRO 198.25 199.05 193.35 193.95
NH 332.4 349.15 332.4 337.15
HAVELLS 681.8 687.3 670.25 674.45
NAVINFLUOR 2140 2147.55 2033.05 2048.3
CENTURYTEX 363.15 376.3 363.15 369.8
ATUL 6900 6900.9 6542.9 6612.3
NATIONALUM 33.3 35.45 33.3 34.85
LINDEINDIA 832 848.45 787 816.2
BAJAJCON 193.35 198.6 188.35 190.3
BDL 314.25 319.7 313 318.5

ICICIGI 1280 1324.2 1258.3 1299.75
WABAG 217.45 224.4 207.35 210.3
VINATIORGA 1298 1355 1298 1338.15
ADANIGAS 203.9 204.5 192.05 193.45
TRENT 713.3 725 671.15 683.7
BATAINDIA 1340 1355.15 1326.9 1334.4
SRF 4438 4438 4289 4316.25
JUSTDIAL 384.2 388.4 375.55 379.4
BEL 104 104.45 102.25 103.6
SPARC 179.9 186.7 178.1 179.5
MUTHOOTFIN 1140 1140 1099.85 1105.4
FSL 74.2 75.8 72.15 74.15
GODREJPROP 904.45 927.95 893.75 915.2
IPCALAB 2164.95 2196 2083 2172.85
M&MFIN 137.4 138 132.6 133.2
SIEMENS 1260.6 1266.15 1239 1256.55
TVSMOTOR 468 468 455.3 456.7
ULTRACEMCO 4014.8 4019.1 3953 4004.7
CANFINHOME 435 440.15 415.65 420.6
COFORGE 2239.15 2248 2184 2192.2
UBL 1052 1052 1014.25 1018.65
ICICIPRULI 427.2 430 418.2 422.05
MGL 918 928.5 912.5 920.25
WOCKPHARMA 298 310.85 298 305.35
NAUKRI 3513.4 3577 3442.7 3488.45
DHANUKA 830 836 810 824.65
MRF 59964.85 59964.85 58583.4 58829.75
IEX 208 210.3 202.5 206.95
DELTACORP* 110 118.5 109.1 113.75
CHOLAFIN 240 244 237.5 240.9
SWSOLAR 235 239 217.1 219.65
AFFLE 3037.45 3083.25 3002.3 3034.1
RADICO 460 462.95 450.85 451.85
JAMNAAUTO 49.8 52.1 48.6 50.85
SONATSOFTW 340 342 326.05 336.45
VIPIND 322.35 333.95 317.1 327.85
MEGH 83.05 84.25 80.5 83.05
LTI 2740.75 2792 2676 2705.85
WELCORP 112.9 116.6 111.2 115.4
LALPATHLAB 1980 2009.4 1952.45 1989.5
RAIN 106.15 110 102.8 104.1
DCAL 173.1 179.15 162.3 163.55
EIHOTEL 87.25 89.75 85.5 86.55
CYIENT 419.9 428 415 422.2
FINEORG 2992.4 2992.45 2817.55 2860.95

BEML 636.2 653.9 631 648.75
RAYMOND 284.3 288 279.1 282.6
PGHL 5398.05 5467.2 5246 5271.15
BAYERCROP 5945.75 6527.15 5889 6368.75
CANBK 100 100.35 98.25 98.6
PCJEWELLER 15.2 15.55 15.05 15.15
SOBHA 252.65 265 250.2 256.4
SAIL 38.25 38.65 37.75 37.85
HEG 765 773.95 750.05 759.95
PIIND 2041.1 2048 1992.5 2037.6
AVANTI 523.3 530.6 516.9 520.05
PAGEIND 19019 19174.8 18571 18660.7
JINDALSAW 71 71 67 67.35
PNBHOUSING 332.5 337.85 331.85 335.35
GLAXO 1785.45 1785.45 1661.25 1698.95
COLPAL 1414 1414 1364 1372.95
SOUTHBANK 7.05 7.12 6.92 6.95
PHILIPCARB 124 130.7 124 126.4
NMDC 89.95 89.95 86.45 86.95
PTC 50.8 51.2 49.7 50.7
FDC 359.65 367.55 352.4 357.75
BANKINDIA 45.75 45.75 44.1 44.35
MFSL 630 630 606.55 609.95
INTELLECT 216.6 223.4 210.2 213.9
PETRONET 235 236 226.6 228
EIDPARRY 313.5 313.5 300 301.55
NOCIL 133.15 136.25 131.25 131.95
BERGEPAINT 565 583 565 578.4
MARICO 365.5 365.5 356.6 362.5
ALKEM 2850 2930.55 2828.1 2856.8
PFC 95.95 95.95 92.25 93.35
TATAMTRDVR 66 67 64.3 65.75
BAJAJHLDNG 2493.05 2620 2483.15 2591.4
GMRINFRA 24 24.5 23.75 23.95
ABBOTINDIA 16550 16680 16444.35 16512.9
ABFRL 136.95 136.95 132.45 133
CONCOR 391.5 396 387.8 389.4
CGCL 215.05 235.4 215.05 230.7
AMBUJACEM 222 222.9 217.2 219.9
HEXAWARE 453 460.9 453 458.35
TV18BRDCST 32.75 33.2 31.65 32.2
RECLTD 109 109.3 107 108
SHREECEM 19995 20100 19410 19512.7
ERIS 535.5 552 520 538.8
RVNL 20.9 21.55 20.75 21.35
BOMDYEING 69.15 69.45 67.2 68.05
TATACOMM 886 898.85 843.65 854.05
NILKAMAL 1335 1360.65 1306 1310.6
SUZLON 3.24 3.24 3.08 3.11
GRAPHITE 182.9 186.85 179.3 181.95
NAM-INDIA 281.95 283.2 275.7 279.6
ADVENZYMES 250.55 254 243.5 250.95
COROMANDEL 825 825 798 810.55
UNIONBANK 27.55 27.7 26.65 26.85
CHAMBLFERT 154 157.95 153.85 156.8
RITES 257 258.9 251.7 255.25
JSWENERGY 59.05 61.5 58.9 60.9
FINCABLES 292.05 298.95 289.5 294.15
PERSISTENT 1173 1199.75 1156.1 1182.3
OBEROIRLTY 413.9 442.3 412.45 429.4
HINDZINC 215.9 220 212 213.55
SBILIFE 863.2 863.2 845.75 847.9
GPPL 76.05 90.6 76.05 89.95
SWANENERGY 116.3 120.15 114.9 116.1
FORCEMOT 1170 1193.95 1158.95 1164.6
UJJIVAN 228.25 228.25 217.6 223.8
ISEC 478 495.05 476 478.7
MIDHANI 205 209.4 204 205.7
ECLERX 772.2 780.2 744.85 774.75
STRTECH 165 165 155.4 156.4
ENGINERSIN 70.2 70.25 68.25 68.95
CCL 272 282 265.55 279.4
IDFC 32.35 33.3 31.25 32.1
ITI 130.8 133 128.3 130.2
EDELWEISS 71.95 71.95 67.6 67.7
SUNTECK 283 296.6 280.05 285.1
RATNAMANI 1285.2 1294.65 1244.15 1259.8
CASTROLIND 119.45 120.35 116.6 119.2
IBREALEST 59.5 61.5 58.25 60.35
SANOFI 8750 8915 8386 8478.3
HSCL 53.55 54.7 51.9 52.3
HONAUT 34014.35 34014.35 32546.1 32792.1
RALLIS 312 316 298.5 300.9
NCC 33.6 33.75 32.4 32.8
DCBBANK 94 94 89.5 92.65
GODFRYPHLP 935 953 935 949.15
CEATLTD 959.95 967.25 953.1 957.9
FINOLEXIND 545 546.85 527.5 542.45
KALPATPOWR* 263.95 264.15 252.55 254.25
ADANITRANS 264.7 265.25 256.05 258.1
HFCL 15.5 15.65 14.5 14.6
BBTC 1431 1444.1 1380 1393.6
KTKBANK 44.15 44.9 42.2 42.75
IDBI 38 38 37 37.1
WHIRLPOOL 2181 2203 2105 2118.3
DALBHARAT* 800 806.2 762 768.3
APLAPOLLO 2738 2772.95 2650.05 2703.25
NESCO 591 600 569.5 596.25
COCHINSHIP 350 350.2 343.05 344.2
ASTERDM 137.35 147.5 137.35 145.6
VARROC 325.9 328 315 318.25
BALMLAWRIE 111.15 114 108.05 112.5
KAJARIACER 530 534 503.4 514.1
TRIDENT 6.85 6.9 6.8 6.85
IRCON 89 90.7 87.5 89.1
ABCAPITAL 71 71.65 69.35 69.85
ZYDUSWELL 1920 1927 1878.85 1902.2
EQUITAS 54.5 55.2 53.5 54.8
REPCOHOME 170.85 177 166.25 167

PHOENIXLTD 633 643 629.2 641.35
SOMANYCERA 188.5 191.75 175.1 185.4
SYMPHONY 871 919.2 869.9 909.5
INDOCO 285 289.9 266.85 269.9
DEEPAKFERT 165.95 166.75 162.45 164.8
GSPL 207.15 214.35 205.1 209.7
ALKYLAMINE 3340 3390 3271 3340.3
TATACOFFEE 112.25 112.75 108.8 111.65
SPICEJET 52.2 52.6 51.25 51.5
GSFC 62.7 62.7 59.35 60.5
AIAENG 1755 1909 1749 1878.75
RELAXO 678.1 679.9 655.6 674.75
BASF 1529.95 1550 1500.8 1512.4
NBCC 25.95 26.35 25.7 25.75
INDHOTEL 101.5 102.3 99 100.4
FCONSUMER 9.78 9.78 9.51 9.56
VBL 720 720.6 690 699.85
IRB 120.05 120.35 115.35 116.4
3MINDIA 19005 19005.55 18450 18724.55
HUDCO 34.5 34.8 32.55 32.85
JYOTHYLAB 150.85 154.5 150.1 153.4
THERMAX 770 788.65 745 780.05
GICRE 134.45 134.45 128.2 129.15
VAIBHAVGBL 1815.45 1895 1798.95 1889.7
KEI 369 374.05 366 372.2
VGUARD 176.2 177.7 170.95 172.7
BLUEDART 2775.05 2880 2698 2764.1
REDINGTON 117 121 117 118.8
MINDAIND 351.2 359.6 349.7 351.45
CRISIL 1795.3 1837.45 1706 1730.85
IFBIND 653 668.6 628.35 632.2
OMAXE 68.1 68.35 64.65 67.35
WABCOINDIA 6029.95 6044 5905 5990.8
GUJALKALI 341.5 352.9 338.3 349.9
PARAGMILK 102.15 104.2 98.9 101.35
METROPOLIS 1952.85 1967 1848.35 1869.35
TIMKEN 1145 1153.4 1090.1 1099.25
CROMPTON 281.3 285.3 275.85 279.65
UJJIVANSFB 34.15 34.75 33.6 34.3
OIL 94.95 97.8 94.95 96.35
SFL 1570 1575 1518.9 1530.85
NHPC 20.65 21.55 20.55 21.25
ABB 923.15 923.15 895 901.15
GALAXYSURF 1960 1998.9 1923 1989.6
SUPREMEIND 1423.4 1457.9 1365 1420.95
JKPAPER* 96.6 97.8 94.5 96.95
EMAMILTD 375.05 386.45 363.1 369.9
TATAINVEST 877.4 910 866.55 882.65
PRESTIGE 263.15 266.45 252.2 254.2
UCOBANK 13.56 13.56 13.06 13.11
VSTIND 3618 3710 3581.3 3688.7
POLYCAB 899 899 867.1 877.3
TAKE 47.8 48.85 46.5 46.8
TTKPRESTIG 6195.25 6350 6195.25 6308.8
WELSPUNIND 59.75 61.5 59 60.8
ENDURANCE 1144.55 1156.65 1125 1143.8
LUXIND 1411.45 1431 1394.25 1405.3
BALRAMCHIN 159.35 161.45 159 160.15
DBL 374.95 377.4 354.2 357.05
TORNTPOWER 334.75 334.9 323.55 325.35
GODREJAGRO 525.8 534.9 513.3 528.4
BLUESTARCO 657 685 627 635.65
VMART 2139.35 2160 2084.25 2136.05
JKLAKSHMI 272.15 276 266.45 273.5
RAMCOCEM 758.8 762.8 738.55 741.9
SCHNEIDER 80 81.35 79.35 79.45
LTTS 1672.65 1680.05 1639 1672.55
HIMATSEIDE 89.15 92.4 86.15 90.55
J&KBANK 17.1 17.1 16.05 16.35
ASHOKA 70.6 72.4 69.75 71.85
VENKYS 1465 1480.9 1440.5 1443.85
VTL 815.4 815.4 765 785.4
ORIENTREF 198.95 200.6 193.6 194.55
SCI 56 58.25 55.6 57.8
PGHH 10017.55 10017.55 9856 9908.95
IIFL 88.95 89.9 86 87.25
INDOSTAR 306 309.85 291.2 303.45
GRSE 181.05 187.7 181.05 182.15
ADANIPOWER 37.15 37.7 37.05 37.4
KEC 350 354.15 333.4 341
MRPL 29.5 29.6 28.75 28.85
THYROCARE 815.45 819.55 793 806.8
NBVENTURES 60 61.75 59.35 59.95
SHK 85.65 87 84.85 86.3
MAHABANK 12.5 12.61 12.22 12.26
GESHIP 255.1 265 245.05 249.5
ASTRAL 1179 1179.9 1117 1125.95
BAJAJELEC 506 512.65 488.35 492.8
JAICORPLTD 90.65 91 88 88.4
JKTYRE 60.4 61.9 59.8 61.6
FORTIS 135.35 135.6 131.8 133.25
SOLARINDS 1050 1105 1038 1079.4
CARBORUNIV 280 280.5 270.2 273.1
INOXLEISUR 291 296.65 283.95 286.95
PRSMJOHNSN 59.7 60.4 58 59.25
CUB 143.75 145.2 142 143.8
INDIANB 62.2 62.65 60.25 60.5
GILLETTE 5550 5599 5533.55 5554.65
MAHSEAMLES 234.9 242.6 234.15 236
GMDCLTD 45.75 45.9 44.3 45.45
GODREJIND 408.45 416.4 406.5 407.85
ORIENTELEC 215.4 215.4 200.1 203.9
HINDCOPPER 37.75 37.85 36.3 36.5
LAOPALA 226.6 231.4 220.7 224
SUNDRMFAST 429.4 442 407.95 417.35
ALLCARGO 120.5 122.4 119.2 119.45
SKFINDIA 1557.5 1571.4 1523.5 1539.9
CREDITACC 732.8 735 717.35 725.4
CHOLAHLDNG 442.45 448 425.5 431.7

GEPIL 465.15 475.8 462.7 463.8
CHENNPETRO 79.9 79.9 75.75 76.2
UFLEX 334.7 338 332.9 334.3
SJVN 24 24 23.35 23.5
JMFINANCIL 83.4 83.4 81.2 81.95
TEAMLEASE 2420.05 2454.95 2355.05 2374.7
JTEKTINDIA 83.9 84 81.15 81.75
BRIGADE 181.85 181.85 170.6 174.85
TCIEXP 881.25 881.9 862.9 866.35
KRBL 281.5 283.75 276.8 278.6
NIACL 109 114.6 108.9 113.3
TIINDIA 651 663 625.6 640.9
MINDACORP 73.5 73.5 71.85 72.35
RCF 47.3 47.55 46.75 46.9
CENTURYPLY 187.5 187.5 180.65 184
IFCI 6.7 6.77 6.52 6.58
MAHLIFE 248.5 250 241.35 243.15
MOTILALOFS* 659.8 664.6 646.2 649.05
KANSAINER 522.45 527 508.2 510.4
ZENSARTECH 192.3 194.25 184.95 186.2
TATAMETALI 531 559.95 531 553.55
KPRMILL 658.4 665.3 633.5 637
TVTODAY 223.5 231.35 221.1 223.55
TNPL 111.7 112.1 110.05 110.55
DCMSHRIRAM 388.7 393 377.2 389.9
GREAVESCOT 78.85 80 77.8 78.2
NLCINDIA 53.1 53.1 51.2 51.65
JKCEMENT 1583 1605 1549.8 1555.1
JSLHISAR 94.55 95.75 91.15 91.45
HEIDELBERG 189.55 190.6 184.7 189.3
VRLLOG 166.75 168.3 165.1 166.9
KNRCON 266.25 271.95 264.05 269.25
GARFIBRES 2000 2021.85 1980.55 1996.7
TIMETECHNO 41.55 41.55 39.55 39.85
ORIENTCEM 63 63 62 62.4
SHANKARA 371.6 371.6 360 360.8
LEMONTREE 29.1 29.1 28.1 28.3
CSBBANK 226.25 229.5 222 223.55
AKZOINDIA 2104.4 2174.4 2088.05 2152.15
POWERINDIA 944.05 955 938 947.2
MHRIL 184.8 184.8 179 179.3
WESTLIFE 390.05 403.3 387.25 394.25
SUPRAJIT 180.95 182.25 179.55 180
TCNSBRANDS 393.65 398.15 391.4 395
CARERATING 390.3 397.95 380.1 382.85
GDL 91.75 94 88.45 89.45
PNCINFRA 172.1 172.1 168.35 169.1
ARVINDFASN 135.7 136.25 132 132.35
TVSSRICHAK 1480 1515.9 1475 1480.45
JSL 44.9 45.15 43.55 44
GHCL 171 171 163.2 163.9
MASFIN 867.25 877.75 851.25 859.05
ITDC 265 266.05 257 258.55
GULFOILLUB 672 677 655.05 658.35
SPANDANA 578.45 578.45 563.85 569.25
AAVAS 1407.4 1407.4 1380 1397.3
STARCEMENT 90.4 91.35 88.2 88.7
MAHLOG 331 348 331 345.05
NAVNETEDUL 82.45 83 81.55 81.95
MMTC 18.3 18.35 17.95 18.05
IIFLWAM 977.95 992.8 957 973.55
MAHSCOOTER 3038.1 3070 3018.75 3053.9
IOB 10.1 10.16 10.04 10.07
LAXMIMACH 3695.55 3735 3660 3686.1
MAHINDCIE 131.8 131.8 121.4 122.85
CENTRALBK 16.25 16.3 15.7 15.8
JCHAC 2301.8 2306.55 2263.9 2266.1
GET&D 100 101.9 98.8 99
SCHAEFFLER 4029.35 4039 3822.25 3843.45
MOIL 147.45 149.55 146 148.5
SIS 369.05 385 365.5 382.1
SHOPERSTOP 170.35 172 169.3 169.75
HATHWAY 32.9 33.85 32.55 33
HERITGFOOD 352 352.15 340.2 346
FLUOROCHEM 528 536 525.45 531.95
TASTYBIT 11907.95 11907.95 11400 11455.6
JAGRAN 38.25 39 38.25 38.45
KSB 530 530 521.4 527.35
GRINDWELL 556.15 559.15 546.05 547.7
SHRIRAMCIT 975.7 980 966.85 971.45
CERA 2480.2 2482.85 2418.6 2424.2
DBCORP 79.25 79.95 76.95 77.35
ESABINDIA 1392 1400.2 1370 1371.55

����� ��

SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 11,584.10 11,584.10 11,446.10 11,504.95 -11.15
DRREDDY 5,000.00 5,496.95 4,950.25 5,306.00 478.75
CIPLA 780 819.3 776.15 804.9 53.4
ADANIPORTS 348.7 359.8 347.1 359.1 13
BHARTIARTL 483 497.65 475.3 496.85 17.85
M&M 640 659.4 634.55 654.95 18.15
GRASIM 727.95 748.65 724.65 744.5 19.8
TECHM 793 808.8 788 807.9 20.95
NTPC 89.05 91.1 88.7 90.9 2.25
SUNPHARMA 517.45 535 515 523.85 11.85
HINDALCO 177.45 182.2 176.55 179.4 3.55
WIPRO 314 319 312.25 317.25 5.55
POWERGRID 169.1 173 167.3 170.95 2.65
HEROMOTOCO 3,080.00 3,121.85 3,075.10 3,109.00 48
ONGC 73.8 74.8 72.95 74.25 1.1
ASIANPAINT 2,026.30 2,044.35 2,015.00 2,037.85 29.9
UPL 530.9 540 529.05 538.25 7.7
GAIL 91 93.45 90.8 91.9 1.15
INFRATEL 198 200.75 195.3 198.3 1.9
ULTRACEMCO 3,983.90 4,019.40 3,950.00 4,007.05 38.1
BAJAJ-AUTO 3,023.10 3,070.00 2,996.00 3,038.90 19.7
AXISBANK 444.55 449.3 436.05 445.55 2.65
ITC 179.55 179.85 177 179.5 0.9
JSWSTEEL 285.3 293.55 284.45 288.1 1.25
EICHERMOT 2,160.00 2,203.80 2,135.20 2,153.25 7.8
NESTLEIND 16,250.00 16,250.00 15,925.00 16,160.00 38.65
HCLTECH 808.3 824 804 810 1.7
RELIANCE 2,314.25 2,319.45 2,276.55 2,303.60 4.85
TATAMOTORS 148.7 150.5 146.25 147.75 0.1
BAJFINANCE 3,491.40 3,503.80 3,429.00 3,470.65 -1.3
ICICIBANK 370 374.65 364.55 368.85 -0.15
TCS 2,485.00 2,500.40 2,436.40 2,457.50 -3.45
INDUSINDBK 622.95 624.65 600 616.2 -1.15
BRITANNIA 3,837.70 3,839.75 3,774.85 3,804.00 -11.65
TATASTEEL 402.1 405.65 393.4 396.6 -2.1
ZEEL 223.4 226.65 219.2 219.75 -1.35
BPCL 420 422.9 409.6 413 -2.6
HDFC 1,752.90 1,754.75 1,708.30 1,732.60 -11.75
HDFCLIFE 594 594.8 583.5 587.8 -4.05
LT 911.2 914.1 897 899.65 -6.65
INFY 1,011.00 1,018.80 999.1 1,003.40 -7.6
COALINDIA 125.25 125.25 122.9 123.35 -0.95
IOC 82.6 82.85 80.25 80.8 -1
SBIN 196 197.2 189.7 192.95 -2.5
HINDUNILVR 2,120.00 2,127.55 2,090.00 2,099.00 -29.2
TITAN 1,185.00 1,201.50 1,157.35 1,162.40 -20
MARUTI 7,148.00 7,149.00 6,931.60 6,956.75 -129.1
KOTAKBANK 1,313.10 1,314.00 1,262.50 1,281.00 -24.1
BAJAJFINSV 6,040.05 6,060.00 5,862.45 5,896.00 -111
SHREECEM 19,915.00 20,108.55 19,399.50 19,490.75 -397.65
HDFCBANK 1,092.00 1,092.20 1,047.20 1,058.90 -24.7

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 27,624.20 27,746.85 27,426.35 27,552.85 66.6
BAJAJHLDNG 2,496.95 2,620.05 2,480.45 2,619.95 133.25
LUPIN 1,075.00 1,122.30 1,070.40 1,083.95 46.85
DIVISLAB 3,230.00 3,389.00 3,228.00 3,346.00 134.85
CADILAHC 395.05 423 395.05 409 15.3
ICICIGI 1,293.15 1,325.45 1,257.45 1,318.55 37.05
AUROPHARMA 815.65 840 815.65 833.4 22.6
NHPC 20.6 21.6 20.55 21.2 0.55
DLF 158 166.35 157.4 161 4.15
BIOCON 442.75 463.9 442.75 453.5 11.3
DMART 2,149.90 2,175.95 2,104.00 2,172.80 33.75
DABUR 503.9 509.9 498.75 509.5 6.95
ACC 1,411.00 1,438.05 1,409.05 1,425.75 16.15
TORNTPHARM 2,855.00 2,944.50 2,851.65 2,867.45 26.2
GODREJCP 709.75 726.7 697.35 715.2 6
MOTHERSUMI 122.9 125.75 121.7 122.75 0.85
BOSCHLTD 13,050.00 13,226.00 12,808.75 13,032.80 69.55
ABBOTINDIA 16,480.00 16,690.90 16,441.30 16,518.15 76.85
SBICARD 856 863.8 826.55 855 3.95
MARICO 363.65 364 356.45 362.7 1.05
CONCOR 388.95 396.3 387.6 389.85 1
SIEMENS 1,257.50 1,267.00 1,238.40 1,258.05 3
BERGEPAINT 572.5 582.95 568.15 578.9 0.95
AMBUJACEM 221.75 223 217.05 220.4 0.1
OFSS 3,014.60 3,042.90 2,970.00 2,995.30 -1.65
IGL 420.5 426 412.3 415.95 -2.65
SBILIFE 856.95 861.8 845.05 850 -6.15
PGHH 10,038.40 10,038.40 9,861.25 9,895.00 -81.55
INDIGO 1,330.00 1,334.90 1,303.05 1,315.00 -11.2
HINDZINC 217.6 220.85 211.8 214 -1.95
HAVELLS 683.55 687.55 670.2 675 -6.85
SRTRANSFIN 655.95 661.65 634 647.5 -6.85
NAUKRI 3,516.90 3,578.80 3,438.85 3,475.10 -41.8
BANKBARODA 45.85 45.9 44.9 45.05 -0.55
ICICIPRULI 427.2 430.6 417.65 421.25 -5.25
HINDPETRO 198.9 199 193.4 194 -2.85
MCDOWELL-N 553.95 556.3 539.7 543.95 -8.1
PIDILITIND 1,485.15 1,485.15 1,446.55 1,450.00 -21.7
NMDC 88.7 89 86.4 86.9 -1.3
PFC 95.45 95.45 92.2 93.2 -1.5
PAGEIND 19,015.00 19,196.95 18,540.00 18,700.00 -306.5
ADANITRANS 264 265.45 256 257.4 -4.7
COLPAL 1,407.00 1,407.00 1,363.00 1,372.00 -25.5
UBL 1,047.80 1,051.95 1,013.80 1,019.35 -19
MUTHOOTFIN 1,131.90 1,134.70 1,100.00 1,105.00 -20.9
PNB 33.35 33.45 32.35 32.55 -0.7
PEL 1,380.00 1,403.00 1,338.60 1,342.95 -34.25
GICRE 133.2 133.9 128.2 129.7 -3.35
BANDHANBNK 306 307.7 294.15 296.2 -9.1
PETRONET 234 236.25 226.5 226.8 -7.05
HDFCAMC 2,274.00 2,274.95 2,181.00 2,185.00 -74.6

New Delhi:Beginning Monday,
Indian customs authorities will
strictly scrutinise documents
provided by importers claiming
duty benefits under free-trade
agreements, a move aimed at
curbing serious misuse of the
concessions under these pacts,
finance ministry sources said.

Importers will now have to
provide sufficient proof to the
domestic customs authorities
that the goods being imported
have a minimum 35 per cent
value addition in the country
from which it is being exported
to India, they said.

"It will be the responsibility
of importers to ensure that the
goods being imported by them
should have been only manu-
factured or produced on the for-
eign countries and minimum 35
per cent value addition have

taken place in those countries,"
the sources said.

For example, if a mobile is
exported from, say, Indonesia to
India, then it would qualify to be
of Indonesian origin only if
such mobile is made significantly
in Indonesia and 35 per cent of
its value is contributed by that
country. The move assumes sig-
nificance in the backdrop of con-
cerns being raised by certain
quarters of the domestic indus-
try about misuse of free trade
agreement (FTA) benefits from
10-member ASEAN countries.

The importer has to possess
all documentary proof to prove
that the 35 per cent value addi-
tion requirement has been met
and showing a mere 'certificate
of origin' provided by the export-
ing country to Indian importer
would not suffice. PTI

Mumbai: India Ratings and
Research has revised its outlook
on the banking sector to 'neg-
ative' from 'stable' for 2HFY21.

The ratings agency Ind-Ra
said this revision was done in
view of an expected spike in
stressed assets, higher credit
costs, weaker earnings on
account of interest reversals
and lower fee income, and
muted growth prospects.

Even the capital buffers
for most public sector banks
(PSBs) remain modest, it said.

As per Ind-Ra's bear case,
the spike in stressed assets due
to the pandemic is expected to
double the credit costs for
banking system than estimat-
ed pre-Covid-19 levels for
FY21.

Consequently, Ind-Ra

revised the rating outlook on
PSBs to 'negative' for 2HFY21.

"PSBs' modest capital
buffers are expected to deplete
further in FY21, due to provi-
sioning requirements. Also,
pre-Covid profitability expec-
tations for FY21 would be
belied and most banks are
likely to report net losses," the
agency said in a statement.

"They may also need to
continue to build-up their pro-
vision cover in FY22 for
restructured assets as some of
the restructured assets could
turn NPA in FY23. PSBs' could
require INR350 billion-550 bil-
lion in 2HFY 21 for Tier-1 ratio
of 10 per cent. Covid-19 or
contingent provisions are much
lower than that for private
banks." IANS

New Delhi: Retail inflation
for farm workers and rural
labourers cooled down to 6.32
per cent and 6.28 per cent,
respectively, in August com-
pared to the year ago period
mainly due to the softening of
prices of some food items.  
Point-to-point rate of inflation
based on the CPI-AL
(Consumer Price Index-
Agricultural Labourers) and
CPI-RL (Consumer Price
Index-Rural Labourers) was
6.39 per cent and 6.23 per cent
respectively in August 2019, the
labour ministry said in a state-
ment. 

Inflation based on food
index of CPI-AL is at 7.76 per
cent and of CPI-RL at 7.83 per
cent in August 2020 compared
to 7.27 per cent and 6.98 per
cent, respectively, in the same

month last year.
Among states, the maxi-

mum increase in the CPI-AL
and CPI-RL was experienced
by West Bengal State (27 points
and 28 points respectively)
mainly due to rise in the prices
of wheat-atta, pulses, mustard-
oil, milk, chillies-green, ginger,
country liquor, firewood, bidi,
meat goat, fish dry, bidi, bus
fare, vegetables and fruits etc. 

The maximum decrease
in CPI-AL and CPI-RL was
experienced by Kerala (6 points
and 8 points respectively)

mainly due to fall in the prices
of pulses, coconut oil, chillies-
dry, onion, fish fresh etc. 
Labour Minister Santosh
Gangwar said, "The continued
softening of inflation in suc-
cession for seven months may
be mainly attributed to the
relief measures announced by
the government to help poor
people including labourers dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic.
"The increase in the index will
have a positive impact on the
wages of millions of workers
working in the unorganized
sector in rural areas."
Director General Labour
Bureau D S Negi said, "Labour
Bureau has been able to bring
out the monthly indices as per
the pre-defined schedule con-
sistently even during the tough
time of COVID-19." PTI 

Hong Kong: Investment
between the United States and
China tumbled to a nine-year
low in the first half of 2020, hit
by bilateral tensions that could
see more Chinese companies
come under pressure to divest
US operations, a research report
said. Investment, both direct
investment by companies and
venture capital flows, between
the two countries fell 16.2% to
$10.9 billion in January-June
from the same period a year ear-
lier - also hurt by the coronavirus
pandemic, according to figures
from consultancy Rhodium
Group and the National
Committee on US-China
Relations, an NGO. That's a far
cry from half-yearly totals of
nearly $40 billion seen in 2016
and 2017. Flows are unlikely to
recover this year, regardless of the
outcome of the U.S. presidential
election, the report said.
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Mumbai: Equity benchmarks
nursed losses for the second
consecutive session on Friday as
investors offloaded banking,
finance and consumption
stocks amid mixed global cues. 

The BSE Sensex, which
opened on a firm footing, came
under fag-end selling pressure
and closed at 38,845.82, down
134.03 points or 0.34 per cent. 

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty slipped 11.15 points or
0.10 per cent to finish at
11,504.95. HDFC Bank was
the top loser among the Sensex
constituents, skidding 2.39 per
cent, followed by Kotak Bank,
Bajaj Finserv, Maruti, Titan,
SBI, HUL, HDFC and Tata
Steel. 

Bharti Airtel led the gain-

ers' list with a jump of 3.73 per
cent. M&M, NTPC, Tech
Mahindra, Sun Pharma,
PowerGrid and ONGC were
among the other winners,
climbing as much as 2.72 per
cent. During the week, the
Sensex dropped 8.73 points or
0.02 per cent, while the Nifty
advanced 40.50 points or 0.35
per cent. PTI

New Delhi: Although festive
season demand may provide
some temporary relief to the auto
industry in the next two-three
months, the continued dispro-
portionate wholesale billings by
original equipment manufactur-
ers could lead to increased stress
for dealers if uptake is lower than
expected, according to a report.

In its latest report on the

auto sector, India Ratings and
Research (Ind-Ra) on Friday
said retail sales are likely to con-
tinue to lag behind wholesale
sales in September 2020 although
the sector has reported a month-
on-month rise in sales over May-
August 2020 after the washout in
April. "After an above-average
acreage backed by adequate
monsoon, the prospects of a

robust kharif harvest have orig-
inal equipment manufacturers
(OEMs) hoping for a retail
demand revival from the rural
side during the upcoming festive
season," the ratings agency said
in a statement. It added that sales
are likely to remain sluggish in
September, especially on the
retail side, "due to the inauspi-
cious period of Shraadh".

New Delhi:Indian fan manufacturers on Thursday sought lower
GST rate at 5 per cent on fans, saying the existing 18 per cent
tax is "adversely" impacting the industry.  The lower GST (goods
and services tax) slab would make the fans a promptly accessi-
ble commodity for everyone by increasing grass-root level pen-
etration, exceptionally in rural India, the Indian Fan
Manufacturers Association (IFMA) said in a statement after its
virtual Annual General Meeting. The fan industry lost around
35 per cent of its annual sales due to the outbreak of COVID-
19 this year during the peak sale period, causing huge financial
losses for fan companies, said the association. PTI
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Russia has approved R-
Pharm’s Coronavir treat-

ment for outpatients with mild
to moderate COVID-19 infec-
tions and the antiviral drug
could be rolled out to phar-
macies in the country as soon
as next week, the company said
on Friday.

Coronavir’s approval as a
prescription drug follows the
green light for another Russian
COVID-19 drug, Avifavir, in
May. Both are based on favipi-
ravir, which was developed in
Japan and is widely used there
as the basis for viral treatments.

R-Pharm’s announcement
is another sign Russia is push-
ing hard to take a global lead
in the race against the virus. It
is already exporting its
COVID-19 tests and has
clinched several international
deals for supplies of its Sputnik-
V vaccine.

R-Pharm said it received
approval for Coronavir after
Phase III clinical trials involving
168 patients with COVID-19.

Washington: The United States
on Friday ordered a ban on
downloads of popular Chinese-
owned video app TikTok and
use of the messaging and pay-
ment platform WeChat, saying
they threaten national security.

The move, to be imple-
mented Sunday, comes amid ris-
ing US-China tensions and
efforts by the Trump adminis-
tration to engineer a sale of
TikTok to American investors.

“The Chinese Communist
Party has demonstrated the
means and motives to use these
apps to threaten the national
security, foreign policy, and the
economy of the US,” Commerce
Secretary Wilbur Ross said in a
statement.

The initiative would ban
WeChat, an app with massive
use among Chinese speakers,
and TikTok from the online
marketplaces operated by Apple
and Google.

But while WeChat will effec-
tively be shut down from Sunday
in the US, existing TikTok user

will be able to continue using the
app until November 12 -- when
it would also face a full ban on
its US operations.

But the Commerce
Department said if national
security concerns over TikTok
were resolved before then, the
order may be lifted.

TikTok’s brand of brief,
quirky videos made on users’
cellphones has become hugely
popular, especially among young
people.

The plan follows through on
a threat by President Donald
Trump, who has claimed
Chinese tech operations may be
used for spying, and it ramps up
the pressure on TikTok parent
ByteDance to conclude a deal to
sell all or part of TikTok to allay
US security concerns.

A deal which appeared to be
taking shape would allow Silicon
Valley giant Oracle to become
the tech partner for TikTok, but
some US lawmakers have
objected to allowing ByteDance
to keep a stake. AFP
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Hong Kong’s high court on
Friday ruled that same-sex

couples should receive equal
treatment under inheritance
law, in a step forward for LGBT
rights in the finance hub.

But the victory came on the
same day as a separate legal bid
for full recognition of foreign
same-sex marriages was struck
down, underscoring what cam-
paigners say is a lack of
progress on equality issues.

Hong Kong’s law does not
allow same-sex marriage and
does not recognise foreign
unions, though limited recog-
nition has been granted in
recent years in several land-
mark rulings.

Edgar Ng, a gay Hong
Konger, last year launched a
legal challenge against the city’s
inheritance and intestacy laws,
alleging discrimination on the
basis of sexual orientation.

In 2018 he bought a gov-

ernment-subsidised flat, a year
after marrying his partner in
London, according to court
documents.

Under Hong Kong’s hous-
ing policy, his husband cannot
be recognised as the joint
homeowner, and Ng was con-
cerned that should he die with-
out a will, his property would
not be passed to his partner.

In the judgement handed
down Friday, Judge Anderson
Chow said the exclusion of
spouses in same-sex marriages
from their legal entitlements
“constitutes unlawful discrim-
ination”.

The judge said “differential
treatment is not justified”.

LGBT rights activists with
campaign group Hong Kong
Marriage Equality described the
ruling as an “important victory”.

“The government should
seize this opportunity to work
with the LGBT+ community to
implement marriage equality in
the city,” the association said. 

Taipei: China’s military sent 18
planes including fighter jets
over the Taiwan Strait in an
unusually large show of force on
Monday as a US envoy held a
day of closed-door meetings
on the self-governing island
claimed by China.

Under Secretary of State
Keith Krach, who handles the
economic growth, energy and
the environment portfolio, held
talks with Taiwan’s minister of
economic affairs and vice pre-
mier. He also met with business
leaders over lunch and was to
dine with President Tsai Ing-wen
later Friday.

In response to Krach’s visit,
the Eastern Theater Command
of the Chinese People’s
Liberation Army held combat
exercises near the Strait, in at
least the second round of war
games this month aimed at
intimidating supporters of the

island’s independent identity.
Taiwan’s defense ministry

said two bombers and 16 fight-
er jets from China crossed into
Taiwan’s air defense identifica-
tion zone. It said it scrambled jets
in response and monitored the
movements of the Chinese
planes. Chinese defense ministry
spokesperson Ren Guoqiang
called the drills a “legitimate and
necessary action taken in
response to the current situation
across the Taiwan Straits to
safeguard national sovereignty
and territorial integrity.” 

“Recently, the U.S. And
(Taiwan’s ruling) Democratic
Progressive Party authorities
have stepped up their collusion
and frequently stir up troubles,”
Ren told reporters Friday morn-
ing.

“Whether it is using Taiwan
to contain China or relying on
foreign powers to threaten oth-
ers, it is wishful thinking and is
destined to be a dead end.” In a
brief message on its microblog,
the Eastern Theater Command
said the exercises involved naval
and air force units in the Taiwan
Strait aimed at gauging their
ability to carry out joint opera-

tions.
China’s Ministry of Foreign

Affairs also defended the move.
Ministry spokesman Wang
Wenbin said China has the
“firm will, full confidence and
sufficient ability to thwart all
external interference and sepa-
ratist actions by Taiwan inde-
pendence forces.” Beijing views
Taiwan as part of its own terri-
tory and strongly opposes any
type of formal interaction
between other countries and the
self-ruled island democracy.

Krach’s trip follows a visit in
August by U.S. Health Secretary
Alex Azar, the highest-level U.S.
Cabinet official to visit since the
U.S. Switched formal relations
from Taiwan to China in 1979.

It is one of a series of moves
by the Trump administration to
strengthen relations with
Taiwan, including stepped-up
arms sales and support for the
island’s participation in inter-
national forums.

Before Krach’s arrival, the
U.S. Ambassador to the United
Nations, Kelly Craft, had lunch
Wednesday with Taiwan’s top
official in New York, in a meet-
ing she called historic. AP

Beijing: Thousands of people
in northwest China have test-
ed positive for a bacterial dis-
ease after a leak from a state-
owned biopharmaceutical plant
making animal vaccines last
year.

Health officials in Lanzhou
city said 3,245 people had con-
tracted brucellosis, a disease
often caused by close contact
with infected animals or animal
products that can bring about
fevers, joint pain and
headaches.

Another 1,401 people test-
ed as an early positive for the
disease, and health authorities
said there was no evidence of
person-to-person transmission
so far.

Chinese authorities 
found a biopharmaceutical
plant had used expired disin-
fectant in its production of
Brucella vaccines for animals
between July and August last
year — meaning the bacteria
was not eradicated in its facto-
ry exhaust. AFP

Pristina: Kosovo awarded US
President Donald Trump on
Friday with one of the country’s
highest honours for his gov-
ernment’s efforts on peace and
reconciliation in the former
war-torn region.

President Hashim Thaci
awarded Trump with Kosovo’s
Order of Freedom “for his
exceptional contribution for
the freedom of Kosovo and the
strengthening of Peace and
reconciliation in the region.” 

The honour is given to
local and foreign citizens for
their high contribution in
defending Kosovo’s freedom.

Trump’s administration has
been working to normalise
relations between Serbia and
Kosovo, two former Balkan
war foes, and two weeks ago
Serbian President Aleksander
Vucic and Kosovo Prime
Minister Avdullah Hoti signed
an economic normalisation
deal at the White House.

Thaci also awarded Trump’s
National Security Adviser
Robert O’Brien and his envoy
for Serbia-Kosovo talks Richard
Grenell with the lower
Presidential Medal of Merits. AP

Houston: Sitting across from
her lawyer at an immigration
detention center in rural
Georgia, Mileidy Cardentey
Fernandez unbuttoned her jail
jumpsuit to show the scars on
her abdomen. There were three
small, circular marks.

The 39-year-old woman
from Cuba was told only that
she would undergo an opera-
tion to treat her ovarian cysts,
but a month later, she’s still not
sure what procedure she got.
After Cardentey repeatedly
requested her medical records
to find out, Irwin County
Detention Center gave her
more than 100 pages showing
a diagnosis of cysts but noth-
ing from the day of the surgery.

“The only thing they told
me was: ‘You’re going to go to
sleep and when you wake up,
we will have finished,’”
Cardentey said this week in a
phone interview.

Cardentey kept her hospi-
tal bracelet. It has the date, Aug.
14, and part of the doctor’s
name, Dr. Mahendra Amin, a
gynecologist linked this week
to allegations of unwanted hys-
terectomies and other proce-
dures done on detained immi-
grant women that jeopardize
their ability to have children.

An Associated Press review
of medical records for four
women and interviews with
lawyers revealed growing alle-
gations that Amin performed
surgeries and other procedures
on detained immigrants that

they never sought or didn’t fully
understand. Although some
procedures could be justified
based on problems document-
ed in the records, the women’s
lack of consent or knowledge
raises severe legal and ethical
issues, lawyers and medical
experts said.

Amin has performed
surgery or other gynecological
treatment on at least eight
women detained at Irwin
County Detention Center 
since 2017, including one 
hysterectomy, said Andrew Free,
an immigration and civil rights
lawyer working with attorneys
to investigate medical treat-
ment at the detention center.
Doctors on behalf of the attor-
neys are examining new records
and more women are coming
forward to report their treat-
ment by Amin, Free said. AP

Washington: An Indian-
American federal judge has
turned down an appeal by 169
Indian citizens who had chal-
lenged President Donald
Trump’s order that barred for-
eign nationals on H-1B spe-
cialty occupation visas from
entering the US till the end of
the year.

The H-1B visa is a non-
immigrant visa that allows US
companies to employ foreign
workers in speciality occupa-
tions that require theoretical or

technical expertise. The tech-
nology companies depend on
it to hire tens of thousands of
employees each year from
countries like India and China.

US District Judge Amit P
Mehta of US District Court for
the District of Columbia in his
11-page order on Wednesday
said that Indian citizens, who
are now trapped abroad during
trips to India when borders
closed, are unlikely to win their
case contesting the travel ban
proclamation of Trump. PTI 
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United Nations: The UN
Security Council on Friday
welcomed the start of the
Afghanistan Peace
Negotiations in Doha and
strongly encouraged the parties
to continue pursuing confi-
dence-building measures,
including reduction in vio-
lence and to continue to engage
in good faith.

In a statement, the 15-
member powerful organ of the
world body reaffirmed its
strong commitment to the sov-
ereignty, independence, terri-
torial integrity and national
unity of war-torn Afghanistan.

“The members of the
Security Council recognised
that a sustainable peace can be
achieved only through a com-
prehensive and inclusive
Afghan-led, Afghan-owned
peace process that aims at a
permanent and comprehen-
sive ceasefire as well as an
inclusive political settlement to
end the conflict in
Afghanistan,” it said.

They “strongly encouraged
parties to the negotiations to
continue pursuing confidence-
building measures including
reductions in violence and to
continue to engage in good
faith.”

The Council reaffirmed the
importance of the UN’s role in
promoting peace and stability
in Afghanistan and welcomed
the efforts of all regional and
international partners of
Afghanistan in facilitating intra-
Afghan negotiations and in
helping the parties reach peace.

The Security Council mem-
bers also thanked the govern-
ment of Qatar for facilitating the
first round of negotiations.

The first-ever direct talks
between the Afghan govern-
ment representatives and the
Taliban began on September 12.

Negotiators from the
Afghan government and the
Taliban will hold talks as part
of intra-Afghan negotiations in
Doha to bring a lasting peace
to Afghanistan. PTI 
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Jerusalem (AP): Israel went back into a full lockdown on Friday
to try to contain a coronavirus outbreak that has steadily wors-
ened for months as its government has been plagued by inde-
cision and infighting.

The three-week lockdown, which began at 2 PM (1630 IST),
will require the closure of many businesses and set strict limits
on movement and public gatherings. The closures coincide with
the Jewish High Holidays, when people typically visit their fam-
ilies and gather for large prayer services.

In an address late Thursday, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu warned that even stricter measures may be needed
to prevent hospitals from being overwhelmed. There are currently
more than 46,000 active cases, with at least 577 hospitalised in
serious condition.

It could be that we will have no choice but to make the direc-
tives more stringent,” Netanyahu said.

I will not impose a lockdown on the citizens of Israel for no
reason, and I will not hesitate to add further restrictions if it is
necessary. 

Under the new lockdown, nearly all businesses open to the
public will be closed. People must remain within 1 kilometer of
home, but there are several exceptions, including shopping for
food or medicine, going to work in a business that’s closed to
the public, attending protests and even seeking essential pet care.

Israel has reported a total of more than 175,000 cases since
the outbreak began, including at least 1,169 deaths. It is now
reporting around 5,000 new cases a day, one of the highest per
capita infection rates in the world.

Israel was among the first countries to impose sweeping lock-
downs this spring, sealing its borders, forcing most businesses
to close and largely confining people to their homes. 

That succeeded in bringing the number of new cases down
to only a few dozen per day in May.

But then the economy abruptly reopened, and a new gov-
ernment was sworn in that was paralyzed by infighting. In recent
months authorities have announced various restrictions only to
see them ignored or reversed even as new cases soared to record
levels.

The occupied West Bank has followed a similar trajectory,
with a spring lockdown largely containing its outbreak followed
by a rise of cases that forced the Palestinian Authority to impose
a 10-day lockdown in July. The PA has reported more than 30,000
cases in the West Bank and around 240 deaths.
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Harsimrat Kaur Badal, an Akali Dal MP who
resigned from the Prime Minister’s Cabinet on
Thursday over the farm Bills, said she has
opposed the ordinance and requested it to a
select committee.

The Congress said any move to “disturb” the
present procurement system may deepen “social
unrest” amongst farmers of the state”. 

“We urge upon the Government to review
and reconsider these measures as these are
unlikely to deliver on the promises made to
them. Agri-marketing should be left to the states
as envisaged in the Constitution,” the party said.

Breaking his silence after his resignation as
a Minister last year, the cricketer-turned-politi-
cian Navjot Singh Sidhu described farming as
the “soul of Punjab”. In a tweet in Punjabi, he
said, “Farming is the soul of Punjab, the
wounds of the body can heal but an attack on
our spirit, our existence will not be tolerated. The
war trumpet says Inqilab Zindabad, Punjab,
Punjabiyat and each Punjabi are with the farm-
ers.”

The three Bills will now be tabled in the
Rajya Sabha and become laws after the Upper
House also passes them. The Bills seek to open
up the farm sector to more competition, mod-
ernise supply chains by allowing bigger agribusi-
nesses to engage directly with farmers and cre-
ate seamless access to markets. 

Critics, including Opposition parliamen-
tarians, however, said the Bills will dilute the
country’s public procurement system and lead
to exploitation by private companies. The Bills
have already been passed by the Lok Sabha,
where the ruling alliance has a brute major
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“What path Nitish showed  then is being fol-

lowed by the nation,” the Prime Minister said
referring to the bills to “free” farmers passed by
the Lok Sabha.

On Thursday when the Lok Sabha passed
two agriculture bills, Leader of the Congress
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury had, however, made
a counter point saying condition of Bihar
farmers turned “worse” after deregulation in the
State and at the  same time he said farmers in
the  regulated States of Punjab and Haryana fared
better.

Referring to the Kosi rail bridge, the Prime
Minister again credited it to Nitish who he said
as Railway Minister started it and  now given
extraordinary connectivity to many areas of the

State. Modi inaugurated the 1.9 km ‘Kosi
Mahasetu’ (mega-bridge) along with 12 other
railway projects across Bihar. The mega bridge
has been a much-awaited project for the peo-
ple of Kosi and Mithilanchal regions who have
waited for 86 years.

Modi said Bihar created history today in rail-
way connectivity with the launch of “Kosi
Mahasetu” and “Kiul Bridge” along with dozen
other projects which will contribute to Railway
electrification, promoting Make in India in
Railways and more job creators.

“I would like to quote some facts about the
speed with which work is being done on
Bihar’s Railway network. Before 2014, only 125
crore new railway lines were started in Bihar.
Whereas in the following 5 years, nearly 700 km
of railway lines have been commissioned,” said
the Prime Minister, adding the State would wit-
ness similar progress in the power sector in com-
ing days. Bihar is to go to polls in October-
November.

52E�$��2�B�8*�%88%/-
5/2E���83-

Google, in a blog post earlier on Friday, had
said it does not allow apps facilitating sports bet-
ting and will remove such apps from the Play
store.  

These policies are in place to protect users
from potential harm, it added. 

“We don’t allow online casinos or support
any unregulated gambling apps that facilitate
sports betting. This includes if an app leads con-
sumers to an external website that allows them
to participate in paid tournaments to win real
money or cash prizes, it is a violation of our poli-
cies,” the blog post said. 
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Digvijay’s elder brother and Deputy Chief
Minister Dushyant and Khattar held a meeting
in the backdrop of the developments in both
Punjab and Haryana where farmers have repeat-
edly taken to the streets against the farm Bills,
which they have dubbed as “anti-farmer”. 

They have expressed apprehension that the
passage of these Bills would pave the way for the
dismantling of the MSP system and leave the
farming community at the “mercy” of big cor-
porates. 

On the meeting between Khattar and
Dushyant, Digvijay said the two held discussions
on a range of issues, including the steps to be
taken to ensure smooth crop procurement in the

upcoming season. The lathicharge on farmers
also figured in the discussions, he said without
elaborating. 
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“The charges will be nominal and will be
applicable in about 10-15 per cent of the 7,000
railway stations across the country. We are going
to keep a very small amount for the user charge.
We will issue a notification for the user charge
for all stations including both those that are get-
ting redeveloped and those that are not,” the
chairman had said.

Indian Railways had in July formally kick-
started its plans to allow private entities to oper-
ate passenger trains on its network by inviting
requests for qualifications (RFQ) for participa-
tion on 109 pairs of routes through 151 mod-
ern trains, the national transporter said.

The Railway Board had also formed an
empowered group of secretaries in October last
year that was headed by Niti Aayog CEO
Amitabh Kant, to chalk out the modalities of the
bidding process and take other decisions to fast-
track awarding of bids to private players.
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pushed up to 576 on Friday evening.

As many as 33,489 COVID-19 patients have
recovered in the city so fare, including 970 dis-
charged in the last 24 hours. At present, 10,044
active cases are undergoing treatment in Covid
hospitals or in home isolation.

Gomti Nagar remained the largest con-
tainment area in Lucknow with 68 more test-
ing positive there, followed by  65 in Indiranagar,
57 in Alambagh, 52 at Rae Bareli road, 49 in
Jankipuram, 47 in Chowk,  42 in Thakurganj,
41 in Hazratganj, 37 each in Aliganj and
Madiaon, 37 in Vikas Nagar, 36 in Ashiyana, 34
in Chinhat, 32 each in Talkatora and Hasanganj,
30 in Mahanagar, 27 in Krishnanagar, 23 in
Cantonment,  21 in Bazaarkhala, 18 at Faizabad
road,  17 each in Gomti Nagar Extension and
Sushant Golf City, 14 in Gudamba, and 10 each
in Sarojininagar and Kakori.

The contact surveillance teams collected
7,829 samples in he district.

Meanwhile, 6,584 people tested positive
across the state, taking the count of confirmed
cases to 3,42,788 on Friday evening, even as the
death toll mounted to 4,869 with 98 more peo-
ple succumbing the deadly virus.

On the positive side, the number of COVID-

19 patients who recovered in the last 24 hours
was more than the fresh cases on Friday. As
many as 2,70,094 people have recovered across
the state, including 6,806 discharged in the past
24 hours and at present 67,825 active cases are
undergoing treatment.
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The airline announced that it had intro-
duced additional flights to Sharjah to accom-
modate passengers who had already booked
their flights to Dubai, and also given them option
to re-book on a future date. 

Five flights, each to Kozhikode, Delhi,
Mumbai, Kannur and Thiruvananthapuran, had
been rescheduled for this purpose,

The latest case happened on board a Jaipur
to Dubai flight on September 4. Besides, the
DCAA also penalised Air India Express to bear
all medical and quarantine expenditures of the
COVID-19 positive patients who have been fer-
ried to Dubai. 

The world’s biggest T20 league has been
moved out of India due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic and will be played in the UAE. The first
IPL match is scheduled to be held between
Mumbai Indian and Chennai Super Kings
from Saturday in Dubai. 

As per the UAE Government rules, each
passenger travelling from India needs to bring
an original COVID-negative certificate from the
RT-PCR test done 96 hours prior to the jour-
ney.
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“Who is this Himachal ka chokra (boy) who
is abusing our leaders? He is abusing Nehru and
this guy was not born during Nehru’s time. He
must apologise,” declared Congress Leader
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury.

TMC’s Kalyan Banerjee accused Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla of  showing “softness and par-
tiality” to BJP, leading to the first adjournment
at 4pm. The House was adjourned for 30 min-
utes and chaos continued when the House
assembled up to 6pm. 

After the fourth adjournment with each 30
minutes deferring, Thakur apologised for his
comments and House started the debate on
Supplementary Grants from 6pm.

“My aim was not to hurt anybody with my
words. I am pained if my words hurt anybody
here,” said Thakur.
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The pandemic and the lockdown; that
followed shortly after, gave us a
moment to hit pause on our lives.

There was enough time to reflect on our
actions, relationships, beliefs, the power of
art, fashion and creativity. We discovered
a narrative that stirs the existing dialogue
of love. Here the boundaries are patched,
narrow corridors of division, cults and def-
initions are pushed far and wide to make
space for love — the only name that mat-
ters. Through our theme we aim to focus
all the light on love — love for self, love
for all genders, love for all body shapes,
love for all ethnicities, love for all sexual-
ities, most importantly, love for inclusiv-
ity,” says designer Gaurav Gupta who kick-
started the first-ever-digital Couture week
by FDCI with the theme — Name is Love. 

He shares that during the process of
casting models for his show, he discovered
beautiful stories where differences and sex-
ualities were not just accepted but celebrat-
ed. Says Gaurav, “We were enamoured by
the individuals’ sheer optimism, their
experiences felt familiar and bold. I
realised that their stories needed to be told.”

In India, today, we are witnessing a
cultural shift. Through a young and proud
lesbian couple Anjali and Manauti living
with their parents, Vee, a trans-male 18
year old at a University in Delhi, Anjali
Lama, the first Trans-female supermodel
of India, and various other unconvention-
al models, the designer wants to represent-
ed varied forms of love. “I hope that this
message resonates and connects with
millions who are facing prejudice or feel
inhibited to express themselves due to the
pre-conceived societal norms,” says Gaurav
and emphasises, “We’re celebrating unique-
ness.”

In these desperate times when humans
have become more agile and vulnerable,
the designer is glad that the Couture week
has turned online. Says he, “It was the need
of the hour to keep the show going, light-
en up the mood and make things more cel-
ebrative. It has given me hope. It’s so nice
to see that millions of people around the
world can view the show and collections.”

The show is definitely different under
the shadow of the novel Coronavirus but
what’s new this time? “We have brought
50 new Womenswear, 20 menswear and 50
jewellery peices. I wanted my collection to
reflect me and my choices. It had to be very

‘Gaurav Gupta.’ I discovered new colours
like Cerise, Bright Emerald, Berry Pink,
Snow Pink, Shadow Pink and more. I
wanted to give a new life to these sophis-
ticated colours. I also wanted to do a whole
Black and White line. It was very new and
cool for me. I’ve also played with a lot of
organza giving rise to new forms.

Another notable thing is that our
indigenous technique of sculpting was
reinvented in the form of structured
wings, graphic spiralling ruffles and archi-
tected waves. We have also incorporated
dramatic shimmers, sheer fabrics, 3D
floral applique, intricate hand embroideries
along with pearls and metallic sequins,”
says Gaurav.

The designer’s Menswear was refined
with embroideries and mystical motifs.
Says he, “We have introduced full

Bordeaux velvet suits with the house’s sig-
nature sculpting techniques punctuating
the looks; perfect statement pieces for a
cocktail or reception.

The garments are precise with its
sharp tailoring and accented with
ornate hand embroideries. Each look
has been meticulously detailed all the
way down to the crisp ‘Downtown
Abbey’ shirt in Egyptian cotton.
The collection is further elevat-
ed with timeless accessories
across all categories like pock-
et squares, bow-ties and loafers.”

Gaurav’s collection has now
extended its way to Couture
Jewels. The line was
expressed through five
distinct elements of infin-
ity, classic, pearl, feather and

forest and featured pieces
created with rare dia-
monds, rubies, emer-
alds, opals and tan-

zanite sourced from
Burma, Botswana,

Colombia and Hyderabad. 
The handmade col-

lection was created
with precious stones,
crafted in white and

rose gold settings. It
was rendered with
details of a custom wed-
ding gown. The jew-
ellery was inspired by
the Indian heritage
integrated with the
influences of the
Victorian era. Says
Gaurav, “We have

taken this ideology to
construct and re-invent
these jewels. What
makes our jewellery
couture is a unique
approach where each
diamond is individually
cut according to the
design.”

His latest collection
includes necklaces,

bracelets, rings, earrings
and ear-cuffs.

Asked if festive market
is trending more than the
wedding one, the designer
chooses the latter. He says,
“The wedding market is more

in trend. Brides are looking
for authentic sculp-
tures and that ‘wow’
factor, something

timeless that they can wear even after four
to five years. They also mix match a lot of
things from my collection. They wear our
lehenga blouses with saris because there’s
so much detail in each element that one
is able to play it up as they want to.”

When we talk of Couture week, it is
imperative to know the consumer behav-
iour. The buying pattern internationally
has undergone a drastic change. The gulf
countries are purchasing more as they are
less affected from COVID comparitively.
Says Gaurav, “Yes, that’s true. But slowly
and gradually the international markets are
coming back into line. We have a big mar-
ket in the gulf all across UAE and Middle
East. Earlier, they used to fly down and
have couture appointments but this time
they’re all purchasing our products online,
even couture. They do video consultation
with our stylists and get garments fitted
virtually,” says Gaurav.

The nation has been going
through tough times due to

COVID-19, making this season
even more special since it gives
a reason for people to come
together to watch our very
own tournament.

Farhan will set the tone of
the tournament by introducing
‘Cricket Live’, before the much-
anticipated clash between
Mumbai Indians and Chennai
Super Kings. He will be
addressing today’s testing
times, and how we need to to
ride over this crisis.

Speaking on this, Farhan
said, “These are trying times
and our nation continues to
persevere and move forward.
With the world picking up pace
in the new normal, the
announcement of the IPL was
a breath of fresh air. I have been
looking forward to some sport-

ing action, and Live Indian
cricket is back after a long hia-
tus. There’s much to learn
from the journey of a team or
an individual in it. To rise after
you fall, to learn from ones
mistakes and most important-
ly, to stay grounded and hum-
ble in victory. I resonate with
this feeling even more after
working on my forthcoming
film Toofaan in which sport is
the backdrop, made on simi-
lar ethos. It is important to stay
resilient, optimistic and ready
to battle all odds for a better
tomorrow. Personally, it also is
an absolute pleasure to open
the maiden show Looking for-
ward to a grand opening
game.”

(Watch the actor on Star
Sports’ pre-show Cricket Live
from 6 pm onwards on
September 19.)

Fashion designer
Sharbari Dutta was

found dead inside the bath-
room of her South Kolkata’s
Broad Street residence on
the intervening night of
Thursday and Friday.

As per police sources,
Dutta was found dead
inside her bathroom at
around 12.15 am on Friday.
Officials of local police sta-
tion and the Kolkata Police
headquarters Lalbazar’s
homicide branch reached
the spot at night.

Her family members

said Dutta (63) was last
seen during the dinner on
Tuesday. After that she also
went incommunicado.

Primary investigation
suggests that she died of a
sudden cardiac attack in the
toilet. But Dutta’s family
members claim that she
was otherwise keeping fine
and had no such chronic
ailment.

Kolkata Police’s homi-
cide branch will carry out
the investigation to find out
the actual reason of the
designer’s sudden demise.
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Dutta’s body was sent for the
post-mortem examination.

Daughter of celebrated
Bengali poet Ajit Dutta,
Sharbari Dutta was a popular
name in the costume designing
industry for over past few
decades, and was the only
women designer to work on
men’s ethnic fashion wear. It
was Dutta who had introduced
coloured Bengali dhotis and
designer Punjabi kurtas to the
mainstream fashion world with
her exclusive touch on bright
colours along with embroi-
dery works.

The fashion mogul has
also styled present Prime
Minister of Pakistan Imran
Khan and cricketer Sachin
Tendulkar.

Dutta has shattered stereo-
types defining men’s ethnic
fashion over the years. Well,
through a flood of condolences
from models, actors and people
from the film industry for her
family on social media, we can
certainly see how significantly
she contributed to the Indian
fashion at large.
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India has made remarkable progress in
several areas in the seven decades since
Independence. But at the same time, it

has also been beset by some fundamental
and chronic problems. There is poverty
and inequity in society, the air in our cities
is unbreathable, there’s garbage on the
roads, issues of women safety, levels of
basic education are low and the economy
is sharply declining. 

These problems have lasted so long
that they often feel unsolvable in our life-
times. But architect Goonmeet Singh
Chauhan argues that they can actually be
solved decisively. For achieving this, he
presents a new methodology that he calls
Invertonomics which inverts problems
into economic opportunities. It identifies
eight persistent problem areas and propos-
es well-resolved and, in some cases, suc-
cessfully implemented models for tackling
them. This is a book of innovative yet prag-
matic ideas that will have a direct impact
on our lives and help us realise the dream
of an advanced India. We talk to him to
know how. Excerpts:

�Invertonomics is a book of ideas pre-
senting well resolved and pragmatic
models for solving some of India’s most
fundamental and chronic problems like
social inequity, air pollution, cleanliness,
safety for women and so much more...
How did you conceptualise it? 

I have always enjoyed solving prob-
lems, especially the stubborn ones. A three-
pronged strategy typically works for me.
It begins with analysing the problem and
its key drivers in a manner where we can
measure the critical root causes and their
impact. Then, the process of solutioneer-
ing begins on how the ‘whole relates to the
parts’, and simultaneously, how the ‘parts
relate to the whole’. It may seem abstract
but the key to problem identification typ-
ically lies in a few parts, while the solution
lies in the whole. Once the key stone and
the king pin have been identified, the final
step begins. The third leg of the exercise
is imagining a new ecosystem approach,
wherein all parts work synergistically to
achieve a new brighter, beautiful possibil-
ity. 

As architects, we have a free hand in
creating newness within the confines of
our plots of land. Sometimes, we look at
urban design and try and impact the qual-
ity of lives of our people and our nation.
But our interventions tend to be more
physical in nature. This book is a response
to my inner calling to go beyond the phys-
icality so that true transformation can hap-
pen. It has ideas that use money, technol-
ogy and common sense to solve some real
hard problems of our country.

�What research went into it? And how
long did it take to complete the book?

I started thinking about it some 10
years ago. I wanted to write 21 ideas but
when we got to the research part and
assessing the practicality of each solution,

it turned out to be an exhaustive process
that took more than a year each to accom-
plish. The book project relied on a team
effort for research which was based on
three methods. Physical measurement
and secondary data collection on
ground, internet-based
research to inform
us of inter-
ventions that
spread across
geographies
and time,
i n t e r -
v i e w s
w i t h
i n f o r m e d
persons in civil
society and the
bureaucracy to gauge the
practicality of our solutions
proposed.

We have a format of explain-
ing in each chapter. It starts with a
general narrative of the problem —
for this, we used internet-based research
to find out about the history of the prob-
lem across geographies and time. So for
instance, we studied how honking was a
public issue in post-World War I London
and in Hitler’s Germany. We also studied
the solutions that various governments and
NGOs had attempted to solve the problem.
We studied successful case studies that
could be scaled up to be applied across a
national scale. It took seven years to com-
plete the book including a year long
process of edits and updations. 

�Your book lists some successfully
implemented models that you’ve
designed. Can you elaborate on them?

A few of the book’s ideas have been or
are being implemented with some initial
success and a lot of promise. 

- The Wise foundation (World
Initiative for Service and Education):
This idea looks at establishing free residen-
tial schools for underprivileged children,
who seek out a living foraging through
garbage. These kids would now be housed
in free residential hostels-cum-schools and
receive love and care. They would grow up
in campuses called Sanctuaries, which

would be set in suburban fringes of the
cities and would impart value based edu-
cation based on Sewa and Samridhi.
These Sanctuaries would be set up and

run by educational trusts and the
entire capital expenditure and oper-

ational expenditure would be paid
by the trust. However, the gov-

ernment would step in as a reg-
ulator and funding agency.

They would pay a fee for
each child like a parent

would pay for a nor-
mal residential

s c h o o l .
This fee

w o u l d
enable the

educational
trust to receive

a return on invest-
ment for the education-

al trust, thereby allowing
this project to scale up. We

are imagining a project of one
million children across 500 cen-

tres in 30 states. 
The Delhi Government has also

expressed its eagerness to adopt this
model and are looking to establish the first
such school in Delhi soon. 

- Clean and dry toilets: Six months
before the Commonwealth games, the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi took on
the challenge of building public toilets of
international quality in Delhi. They were
in need of 100 crores for the project and
struggling to provision for the funds. At
this point, we suggested a model where-
in new toilet complexes would be created
on a PPP model and sited adjacent to exist-
ing MCD governed marketplaces within
their parking lots. A concessionaire would
build on a 2,000-square foot plinth, mod-
ern toilets with a frontal entrance into a
reception area that would be manned to
collect charges and lead to separate, clean
and dry toilets with dedicated attendants.
These would be flanked by two kiosks for
ice-cream/florist/ATMs and on top of this
structure would be a coffee shop of 2,000
square feet. The janitors and operations of
the entire complex would be managed by
the concessionaire. The revenues from pay

and use toilets would far exceed the oper-
ational expenses and we recommended the
concessionaire would pay an annuity to the
market association in addition to paying
a upfront bid money to acquire the rights
to build to the municipality. 

This proposal was implemented and
28 brand new international quality toilet
complexes were made and the
Municipality earned significant sums in
revenues as bid money. This project was
extremely successful and can be easily
replicated across India. 

�How can Invertonomics be used wide-
ly in India, including even the remote
and underprivileged areas?

Invertonomics imagines a rejuvenat-
ed Bharat and proposes three mega
interventions in India’s rural hinter-
land. 

- Office of Bharat: The office of
Bharat would be like a central business-
cum-administrative district centre, one
each for India’s 650 districts. This 100-
acre development would have within it
a new administrative set up including
civil administration, police, district
courts, disaster management centre.
Social infrastructure such as education-
al facilities, health facilities, cultural
complex, sports centre, vocational train-
ing centre and business centres includ-
ing an international logistics oriented
agricultural mandi, ware housing, cold
storage, food processing plants, commer-
cial office centre, rural hotels, hostels,
rural shopping centre etc. A new cen-
tralised powerhouse like this will spur the
dormant administrative, commercial
and socio-economic energies of our
hinterland into action. This nucleus
would infuse capital into the district
economy and act like a catalyst of com-
merce and social change. 

- Cocoons: The Cocoon Corporation
of India shall provide postpaid contain-
ers (called cocoons) to the farmers to
store their produce and support with
facilities for digital trade of their agri-
commodities. This facility would help the
farmers and allow them to fetch a better
price for their produce and significant-
ly empower them financially both in

terms of revenue as well as the ability to
raise capital at lower interest rates. The
corporation shall also run a proper
logistics centre to ship these cocoons
(containers) which are rodent, dust and
weather proof, and even refrigerated in
case needed to their trade destinations.
This platform would radically empower
farmers and agriculture would once
again become the engine of rural econ-
omy, not remittances from rural folk liv-
ing in cities. 

- Residential development around
the office of Bharat: A true socio-eco-
nomic revival shall happen around these
offices of Bharat as new residential
developments, schools, hospitals, cultur-
al complexes etc will enable jobs, liveli-
hood and good quality life will be avail-
able to our rural folk. It will decongest
our cities too as villages would become
preferred places to live, learn and work. 

�Long-term solutions such as sensitis-
ing the public through education and
awareness campaigns have always been
there. Do you think this approach
would lead to faster and more effective
means of modifying citizen behav-
iour?

The book promises to change the
pace of change. So far, we have been cut-
ting butter with a chainsaw, while all we
needed is  a butter knife cal led
Invertonomics! I feel citizen’s behaviour
can be altered using a three-pronged
approach: 

- Inspired citizenship where in indi-
viduals act in the interest of collective
good. 

- Money and technology are key dri-
vers for influencing individual behav-
iour: Invertonomics uses a carrot and
stick approach by offering each individ-
ual monetary incentives or disincentives
for expected citizen behaviour. For
assessing individual behaviour, it uses
non-invasive technology to gauge behav-
iour in the public domain. For example,
to manage the incidence of honking on
our roads, the book proposes an audito-
ry charge of �1 for every instance of
honking beyond a threshold of say 30 free
honks a month. It further levies a charge

of �10, say for honking near a hospital
or a night within a colony. It also incen-
tivises the least honkers by measuring
their relative performance to peers in the
same city. Such positive citizens may
receive recognition or rewards or corpo-
rate discounts, while non-compliant cit-
izens would pay hefty fee. They would
also receive surrogate tutorship on how
to improve their citizenship by adjusting
to acceptable behaviour. 

- Measurement , transparency and
connectedness: More complex issues like
safety in cities and equity would require
an ecosystem level shift which shall be
achieved using measurement of various
key parameters, tabling  them in a trans-
parent technology driven manner and
then publishing the data real-time on
public platforms so that all the stake
holders are connected with real-time
data. Such awareness and collective
intelligence of the ecosystem shall raise
the median performance of all systems
and accelerate the transformation to
higher ground. 

�In a country as diverse as ours, how dif-
ficult do you think it is to catalyse change?

When demographics are diverse, one
has to work out simple and binary solutions
where expected behaviour by citizens is
understood by all. Like the Odd-Even
scheme of the Delhi Government was eas-
ily understood by the auto driver as well as
the financial analyst because the expectation
was binary... as in one can either use his car
on that day or not use his car — the com-
pliance was very high. In India, we tend to
obfuscate the law and the poor citizen often
finds himself on the wrong side of it, forc-
ing him to use unfair means to extricate
himself out of the situation. This phenom-
enon has led to the incremental lowering of
the median of citizenship, with citizens
adopting a sort of flexible morality that suits
their convenience. Invertonomics proposes
the use of very simple laws and the new
ecosystem would lay down binary expecta-
tions. Also incentives in terms of money are
easily understood by all. Money is like a uni-
versal language that possibly rivals music in
its universal appeal! Money-based systems
shall ensure that the systems operate in a
demography agnostic manner, successful-
ly. 

�Like you mentioned in the book, “In
India, we are in a negative cycle as far as
citizen participation for common good is
concerned. This shift can only come from
policy change and legislation aimed
towards the creation of definitive goals...”
How do you think this can be acted upon
in India, where it might take years to
change policies and laws or create a new
one.

Change is always bottom up. While it’s
effected through top-down instruments like
new legislations, new institutions and new
ecosystems... the demand for it is always pro-
pelled by the need for it. It takes civil soci-
ety and thought leaders to articulate a vision
that gradually alters the popular narrative.
Thereafter, the course of transformation can
either take an incremental route or an accel-
erated route, depending upon the willing-
ness of the political dispensation and the
strength of the advocacy to take a hard look
at issues and seek convenient and strong res-
olutions. 

We need enough conversations around
inspired citizenship, we need local level lead-
ership to demonstrate action in areas which
can be handled locally like segregation of
garbage, pedestrian safety and much more.
We have set up the Invertonomics
Foundation for India which promises to take
up issues from the book and pursue them
to see that they get implemented. 

Last month, I discovered the power of
paper in the hands of an artist sculp-

tor. I was looking at a lantern. One that
was sliced vertically and had a surreal
flavour. Suddenly, the object had become
subject through an interplay colours and
the contours. Master sculptor Vivek
Das from Jharkhand is expanding the
paper’s potential through the time worn
art of papier mache.
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Paper oscillates through time and

tide. Paper has been the greatest inven-
tion for an artist, it has been a symbol
of possibility and  an abacus for writers,
researchers architects, designers, artists
and sculptors  ever since its  invention
in China around 105 A.D. We think of
Leonardo da Vinci’s drawings, we think
of Reubens, Raphael, Rembrandt, Van
Gogh and the ultimate Picasso. Paper is
more than a medium, more than a mate-
rial, it is the most humble of tools in an
artist’s  hands. 

Vivek Das’s lantern tells us that
paper has a vast potential as a material
for sculpture. Not only is it versatile: it
can be featherweight and translucent
while being heavy and rigid like papier-
mâché. But most importantly, it’s non-
toxic, it’s not so expensive and is acces-
sible to everyone. Vivek says, “I try to cre-
ate sculptures all the time in the hope that
I can convert these into bronze.”

Curves, curls, convex and concave
surfaces all come into play as he creates
sculptural wonders that celebrate the
malleable magic of papier mache. Vivek
brings back the words of the great
French writer and poet Rainer Maria
Rilke who in his Book of Hours said:  “Go
to the limits of your longing… Let every-
thing happen to you: beauty and terror.” 

In that universal cadence, Rilke
assures  us to “just keep going,” for “near-
by is the country they call life.” Das exem-
plifies this and more in his brilliant
works. Says he, “Whenever I try to pick
out a subject to create, I find there is a

co-existence of life with things
that connect — for instance the
lantern connects with life and
light. I didn’t want to create a
portrait of the lantern as it is.
That would be too common, I
wanted a unique portrayal.”

The lantern born of Vivek’s
many moorings and thoughts  is
a metaphor for the existence of
man through thick and thin, for
his spirit of being that lives
through the times rendered both
within and without. “Beauty has
no other origin than the singu-
lar wound, different in every
case, hidden or visible, which
each man bears within himself,”
said the French writer Jean
Genet. Vivek’s sculptures are
about solidity and an inner life-
force, their undulating forms
conveying “tension, force and
vitality.”

�	���������������
Vivek says, “I’m touching

upon untold  histories, as well as
highlighting its parallel to my
own identity.” He appreciates the
papier mache for its accessibili-
ty, and explores the medium in
various ways. “It’s a practice
that’s very practical to follow,” he
says. “No kiln, foundry, or harsh

chemicals are necessary.” He
approaches the medium with
empathy. “It’s about assessing the
composition I want to make,
responding to it, and giving it
what it needs,” he explains. “My
approach is to treat papier mache
like a complex yet beautiful con-
textual composition  with a
dynamic, hidden life.”

%�%��
���������
'������

Using the traditional papier-
mâché process to shape his
sculptures, he models and occa-
sionally carves the paper to
achieve the desired shape, creat-
ing a sort of hybrid of sculpture
and drawing. His admiration for
paper’s tactile qualities, the sub-
tlety of its colour and the softness
of its shadows evokes a sense of
physical space. 

The lantern seems to speak
of a psychological space and time
through the layering of paper.
Looking at Vivek’s works we
realise that papier mache is
innovative and inventive, there
are  endless ways that paper can
be drawn on, cut, embossed
and manipulated, both two-
dimensionally and sculpturally
to create masterpieces. 
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Newly crowned US Open
champion Naomi Osaka

pulled out of the French Open
with a sore hamstring on Friday,
in a fresh blow to the coron-
avirus-hit Grand Slam which is
already missing world number
one Ashleigh Barty.

Japan’s Osaka made the
announcement just days after
lifting her third Major title
behind closed doors in New
York.

“Unfortunately I won’t be
able to play the French Open this
year,” Osaka said in posts on
Instagram and Twitter. “My

hamstring is still sore so I won’t
have enough time to prepare for
the clay — these two tourna-
ments came too close to each
other for me this year.”

The French Open is due to
start on September 27 at Roland
Garros, rescheduled from earli-
er in the year because of the
coronavirus pandemic.

Osaka, who has never made
it out of the third round of the
French Open, did not say when
she will play next. She did assure
her fans they would see her
“sooner than later”.

The withdrawal of third-
ranked Osaka means Roland
Garros will be missing two of the

world’s top three, after reigning
champion Barty said earlier this
month that she wouldn’t return
to defend her title.
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Mahendra Singh Dhoni’s poker
face, Virat Kohli’s raw emotions

and Rohit Sharma’s effortless han-
dling of his Galacticos will be back
to charm cricket fans across the globe
with the Indian Premier League
starting on Saturday, promising to be
a happy distraction in a world
scarred by Covid-19.

Rohit’s defending champions
Mumbai Indians will be locking
horns with Dhoni’s Chennai Super
Kings in what is likely to be a fitting-
ly exciting opening showdown here.

The tournament, which has been
shifted to the UAE due to five mil-
lion plus Covid cases in India, is a
‘TV-only event’, expected to be
lapped up by all and sundry who
crave for cricket and Bollywood in
equal measure during prime time.

Bollywood had its share of prime
time in the past few months but rest
assured, the next 53 days would
belong to Dhoni’s CSK, Kohli’s RCB
and Rohit’s Mumbai Indians chal-
lenged by young pretenders compris-
ing KL Rahul’s KXIP and Shreyas
Iyer’s Delhi Capitals among others.

IPL happening in foreign shores
is not a new phenomenon, not even
the shift to the Emirates but as Indian
sports hits the restart button with the
billion dollar cricketing extravagan-
za, the hugely popular event to be

held closed doors in a bio-secure
environment will be a new experi-
ence.

David Warner or Chris Gayle’s
towering sixes welcomed by artificial
crowd cheer will be the new normal
and the deafening roars during
Super Overs will be missing but no
one can complain as at least the show
will go on in amid a devastating
health crisis.

A look at the teams would indi-
cate that Mumbai Indians by a dis-
tance is the most formidable with
Rohit, Pandya brothers — Hardik
and Krunal, the indomitable Kieron
Pollard and the ‘King of Death’
bowling Jasprit Bumrah giving it a
menacing look.

The perennial Dad’s Army
Chennai Super Kings can never be
counted out till that man with ‘Hawk
Eyes’ uses his peripheral vision
behind the stumps.

Experience can’t be bought and
the likes of Shane Watson, Dwayne
Bravo, Faf du Plessis and Ravindra

Jadeja have given their blood and
sweat for the ‘Yellows’ and it would
be no different this time.

For Kohli, winning a tournament
as a captain would reaffirm his sta-
tus even as naysayers question his
style of leadership. The team is a
shade better with presence of Aaron
Finch, Chris Morris and the wonder-
fully gifted Devdutt Padikkal, who if
all goes well, is destined to become
a big name in years to come.

Delhi Capitals, with their new
found vigour and more pragmatic
new owners, found their mojo last
year and would like to go one better
under an enormously talented skip-
per in Shreyas Iyer, who can be
matched in skills by a Prithvi Shaw
or a Rishabh Pant. 

Seasoned brains like
Ravichandran Ashwin would be
ideal foil for the team’s youthful exu-
berance.

KXIP’s KL Rahul is a class act
and how he shapes as a leader could
also create a narrative for the future

when Indian cricket goes through
another change of guard in next few
years.

There will be a lot of interest as
to how he handles players like Glenn
Maxwell, Gayle and Mohammed
Shami, who are savage on their days
but can be ordinary on some others.

Handling an inconsistent team to
a decent finish will be on top of
Rahul’s agenda.

The low profile Sunrisers
Hyderabad once again will be gun-

ning for a place in the summit clash
and their skipper David Warner
knows how to win the IPL having
always led the way with spectacular
performances.

There is Jonny Bairstow’s flair,
Kane Williamson’s poise and Rashid
Khan’s flamboyance with a host of
youngsters like Virat Singh and
Priyam Garg eager to make a name
for themselves.

When the IPL was partially held
in UAE back in 2014, KKR were the

eventual champions.
If Ben Stokes is the world’s best

all-rounder across formats, Andre
Russell probably is a bit more
destructive in this format as he hit 52
sixes during their horrendous last
edition.

The 2018 U-19 World Cup stars
— Shubman Gill, Shivam Mavi and
Kamlesh Nagarkoti — add a dash of
youth. Eoin Morgan’s leadership
skills that might prove to be handy
in case a normally inconsistent
Dinesh Karthik misfires.

Rajasthan Royals is the weakest
team lacking quality in the Indian
line-up but expect Jos Buttler, Steve
Smith and Jofra Archer to do the
heavy lifting in Stokes’ absence.
Stokes is currently in New Zealand
to be with his ailing father.
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Mumbai Indians are traditional

slow-starters in the IPL but on
paper, they will be the favourites
against Chennai Super Kings in the
opening game in Abu Dhabi.

MI looks the most prepared
and set team with a scary batting line-
up of Rohit, Quinton de Kock,
Suryakumar Yadav, Ishan Kishan,
Hardik and Krunal Pandya, Kieron
Pollard. Trent Boult and Nathan
Coulter-Nile will complete their

quota of foreigners.
For CSK, the core has remained

the same save for Suresh Raina, who
was their worst performer last year
and has pulled out citing personal
reasons this year. His replacement
Ruturaj Gaikwad remains in quaran-
tine having tested Covid-19 positive
at least five times.

But there is Watson, Ambati
Rayudu, Kedar Jadhav, Ravindra
Jadeja, and Bravo, who have all won
matches from hopeless situations. 
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Abu Dhabi: Going through a poor
run of form, Australian top-order
batsman Chris Lynn is banking on
his exploits at last year’s T10 tour-
nament in UAE to turn things
around and contribute to his IPL
team Mumbai Indians.

Lynn, a hard-hitting opener, had
a poor run at the recently-conclud-
ed Caribbean Premier League hav-
ing scored less than 150 runs in nine
games for St Kitts and Nevis Patriots.

However, the 30-year-old was
the highest run-getter at last year’s
T10 league in UAE. He amassed 371
runs for Maratha Arabians and
also smashed the highest individual
score of 91 off 30 balls.

“I have got some really good
memories from the T10 tour-
namemt last year here in Abu
Dhabi, so hopefully just reconnect
with what worked for me there and
hopefully put some performaces on
the board,” he said.

However, Lynn will find it dif-
ficult to break into the MI’s playing
XI with coach Jayawardene already
making it clear that he will not tin-
ker with the opening combination
of Rohit Sharma and Quinton de
Kock.

The Australian said he is ready
to bat at any position that Mumbai
Indians coach Mahela Jayawardene

deems fit.“Rohit! what a
world class player, runs
on the board, on and off
the field what he’s con-
tributed to Mumbai is

something really real-
ly special.  And
Quinny (De Kock)

has been out-
standing with
the gloves and
bat in hand,”
Lynn said in a

video posted on
Mumbai Indians

official Twitter
handle.

New Delhi: Former Australian speedster
Brett Lee has tipped three-time champions
Chennai Super Kings to win the 13th IPL,
saying the variety in their spin department
gives them an advantage in the UAE condi-
tions.

“They (CSK) are up there. I have picked
them to win and I think CSK have a good
chance because of their spin attack,” Lee said

on Star Sports show Game Plan.
“With Santner, Jadeja needs to step up

and be the No 1 spinner and CSK have got
great variety and none of the spinners are
same, so they are at an advantage for the con-
ditions in the UAE as the tournament pro-
gresses.”

Four-time winners Mumbai Indian will
miss the services of their bowling spearhead
Lasith Malinga who opted out of the tour-
nament citing personal reasons.

However, the 43-year-old Lee said he has
no doubts that Jasprit Bumrah will be able
to fill in the shoes of the experienced seam-
er.

“I am always Bumrah’s fan since he burst
onto the scene some years ago. He has got
a different bowling action, he pushes the ball
in, and can swing the ball both ways. He is
good with the new ball but I like him with
the old ball and that’s why he can fill the shoes
of Malinga and can bowl at death overs,”
he said.

“He can bowl at 140kmph and
zoom the ball in at the batsman’s
feet. He is bowling the yorkers
consistently and there are very
less bowlers like that, so he can
fill those shoes.”

Lee, who has 310 wickets in
76 Tests and 380 scalps in 221 ODIs,
said he considers Mumbai Indians in
his top four.
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His sabbatical from the game has
done Mahendra Singh Dhoni a

world of good, Chennai Super Kings
coach Stephen Fleming said on
Friday, asserting that the enigmatic
skipper is “mentally engaged and
determined” to encounter the chal-
lenges of a “tactically different” IPL.

Dhoni’s CSK will take on Rohit
Sharma’s Mumbai Indians in the
tournament opener on Saturday.
Fleming, a former New Zealand cap-
tain, stressed that his team’s experi-
ence of winning big matches will
come in handy during the next 53
days.

Dhoni retired from interna-
tional cricket last month after being
on a break for over one year and
when asked about the 39-year-old’s
preparedness for the IPL, Fleming
said, “It has been no different. He’s
very fit and mentally, he’s been very
engaged and determined.”

“In some ways the break can
work for the experienced and older

players that we have. MS is fresh and
ready to go,” Fleming said in a pre-
tournament interview to CSK’s offi-
cial website.

The three-time champions are
banking heavily on their 35-plus
players, including Dhoni himself,
Shane Watson, Dwayne Bravo, Kedar

Jadhav, and Imran Tahir to name a
few.

“...Experienced players identify
key times and that’s why they’ve done
so well in their careers. They can turn
games, absorb pressure or just sum
out the situation. That’s what expe-
rience is about and that’s why we
value it so highly,” said Fleming.

“And that’s why we’ve been able
to get over the line in so many close
games because the key player has
been one with a lot of experience.
And you also mix that with skill. You
are conscious of having a skilful side
and adding youth when we can and
with that get the balance pretty right.”

Starting against a quality side like
MI is certainly exciting for Fleming,
who wants his men to have a crack
at the defending champions after
their agonising last-ball loss in the
previous edition.

“The first game is always full of
anxiety, nerves and excitement, and
CSK-MI has added extra excitement
and pressure and we enjoy that.
We’ve earned the right to play the

first game by playing well last year,
and given the way the final finished
last year, it’s nice to have another
crack at MI.

“They (MI) are a very good side
and it gives you a good gauge as to
how the pre-season has gone and the
areas that need improvement. You
get a good idea after the first game
as to where your team is sitting.”

With the home advantage of
playing seven games at Chepauk
gone, Fleming is bracing up for a
very different tournament tactical-
ly where adaptability will be the key.

“I see this season is going to be
very different tactically. With no real
home ground advantage here, we’ve
got to be very good at adapting to the
conditions in each ground.

“We’ve got three different
grounds to assess and each ground
has its own character and nuances
and we’ve just got to be good enough
to pick the right team and get the
right game plan to match that. It’s like
every game is an away game,” he
explained.

�% � 38$-

Top-seeded Simona Halep
improved to 7-0 in tennis’

restart with a 7-5, 6-4 win over
Dayana Yastremska on Friday to
reach the Italian Open quarters.

Halep, who is actually on an
11-0 run overall stretching back
to February, recovered an early
break in the opening set and then
overpowered her 29th-ranked
opponent the rest of the way.

Having won a title in Dubai
before the coronavirus pan-
demic, Halep marked her
return with another trophy
in Prague last month. She
then skipped the US Open
due to health concerns
amid the pandemic.

Halep, who lost
two straight finals in
Rome to Elina
Svitolina in 2017
and 2018, will next
face either 10th-
seeded Elena Rybakina
or Yulia Putintseva.

Also on the red

clay courts of the Foro Italico,
defending champion Karolina
Pliskova defeated Russian qual-
ifier Anna Blinkova 6-4, 6-3
and will next play 11th-seeded
Elise Mertens, who eliminated
Montenegrin qualifier Danka
Kovinic 6-4, 6-4.

In men’s action, 15th-seed-
ed Grigor Dimitrov ended the
run of 19-year-old Jannik
Sinner with a 4-6, 6-4, 6-4
win.

Sinner, the Italian who had
beaten third-seeded Stefanos

Tsitsipas in the previous
round, missed an easy over-
head smash into the net on
Dimitrov’s fifth match point.

The tournament has
been played without

fans so far due to the
pandemic, although
the Italian Govt
announced Friday
that up to 1,000
spectators will be
allowed in to watch
the semifinals and
finals.
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Tottenham scored twice in the
final 10 minutes to avoid a humil-

iating Europa League exit to
Lokomotiv Plovdiv as Jose Mourinho’s
men came from behind to beat the
nine-man Bulgarians 2-1 on
Thursday.

Harry Kane’s penalty and Tanguy
Ndombele’s winner five minutes from
time ensured the 2019 Champions
League finalists did not fall at the first
hurdle of their Europa League cam-
paign to a side that have never pro-
gressed beyond the qualifying stages
of European competition.

“I think it was a helluva experi-
ence for the players. Sometimes in
football miracles happen and when
you play a knockout, one-leg it is the
perfect scenario for a miracle to
happen,” said Mourinho.

“Everyone on their side had the
moment where they dream and we
had the moment where we believed
a nightmare could arrive.”

Mourinho named a strong side
featuring Kane, Hugo Lloris and Son
Heung-min with just four changes
from Sunday’s 1-0 defeat to Everton
to start their Premier League cam-
paign.

But there was more evidence

why Spurs are desperate to secure
Gareth Bale’s return on loan from Real
Madrid as they struggled to break
Plovdiv down and went behind to
Georgi Minchev’s header 19 minutes
from time.

The tie swung back in Spurs
favour nine minutes later when
Momchil Tsvetanov punched clear off
his own line and the referee had no
option but to point to the spot and
send Tsvetanov off.

Birsent Karagaren was then also

shown a second yellow card before
Kane dispatched the spot-kick into
the top corner.

Ndombele has struggled for game
time under Mourinho despite being
the club’s record signing.

But the Frenchman, who was
introduced on the hour mark, proved
the match winner by bundling home
from close range.

A trip to Macedonia next week to
face KF Shkendija faces Mourinho’s
men in the third qualifying round.
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Liverpool completed the signing
of Thiago Alcantara from

Bayern Munich on Friday, bring-
ing in one of the world’s most tech-
nically gifted players to add anoth-
er dimension to the English cham-
pions’ midfield.

The 29-year-old Thiago ended
his seven-year spell at Bayern by
moving for an initial fee of 20 mil-
lion pounds ($26 million), with a
potential additional 5 million
pounds ($6.5 million) later.

“My decision is purely of
a sporting nature,” the Spain
international said in a video
announcing his departure
from Bayern.

“As a football player, I
seek new challenges to
develop myself fur-
ther. Bavaria will
always be my home.”

Thiago, whose
father is  former
Brazi l  midfielder
Mazinho, leaves
Bayern as a European
Cup winner, his last
match being the 1-0 vic-
tory over Paris Saint-

Germain in the Champions League
final in August. He also won seven
straight Bundesliga titles with
Bayern.

“When the years are passing,
you are trying to win as much as
you can — and when you win, you
want to win more,” Thiago said.

“I think this club describes
what I am as well. I want to
achieve all of the goals, win as
many trophies as possible.”

At Liverpool, he will add a
more creative edge — nurtured at

Barcelona’s famed La Masia acad-
emy — to a midfield that cur-
rently is more notable for its
energy and intensity through
hard-running players like
Jordan Henderson, Georginio

Wijnaldum and James
Milner.

Thiago — with
his technique, touch
and vision — will
provide Liverpool
with more control
in midfield, too,
allowing manager
Juergen Klopp to
adopt a different

approach in certain
games. 

New Delhi: Olympic Silver medal-
list PV Sindhu on Thursday pulled
out of the Denmark Open tourna-
ment scheduled to be held in
Odense from October 13 to 18.

“Sindhu is not playing in
Denmark, she has pulled out,” a
source in the Gopichand Academy
told PTI.

The BAI had on Tuesday writ-
ten to the players who have sent
their entries for the Denmark
Open, stating that they would be
“travelling or participating at their
own responsibility due to the cur-
rent pandemic” and “have to send
their consent within September
17”.

Though Sindhu decided
against travelling to Denmark, she
plans to participate in the Asia
Open-I and Asia Open-II sched-
uled to be held in November.

Kidambi Srikanth, Lakshya
Sen and Subhankar Dey were
among those players who have sent
their consent letters and will be
participating in the super 750
event.

Saina Nehwal and Parupalli
Kashyap have also sent their con-
sent letters but will take a final call
nearer to the date of the tourna-
ment. 
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Paris: The French Open
rescheduled for later this
month will be limited to 5,000
spectators daily, a reduction
from the 11,500 announced by
organisers, the Paris police
prefecture said on Thursday.

Earlier this month, the
French tennis federation
revealed plans to allow 11,500
fans to attend each day, with the
Roland Garros venue divided
into three independent zones.

However, the deteriorating
health situation in the country
and current French
Government regulations cap-
ping public gatherings at 5,000
forced them into a rethink. The
revised number was
announced by tournament
director Guy Forget just 10 days
ago. AFP
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