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As part of their strategy to
keep the heat on the

Government over the farm
sector Bills, Opposition parties
on Wednesday requested
President Ram Nath Kovind
not to give his assent to the
contentious legislations and
conveyed to him that their
passage in the Rajya Sabha was
“unconstitutional”.

The Opposition leaders
represented by Congress leader
Ghulam Nabi Azad met the
President to submit a memo-
randum on behalf of MPs who
boycotted the last three days of
the Monsoon Session.

The Government should
have consulted all parties,
farmer leaders before bringing
the farm Bills, Azad said after
meeting the President. The
Bills are now pending for the
President’s approval.

It was earlier decided that
leaders of five Opposition par-
ties — Congress, TMC,
Samajwadi Party, TRS and
DMK — will meet the
President to raise the issue but
due to Covid-19 safety proto-
cols the parties decided to sub-
mit the memorandum through
Azad.

“The Constitution was
undermined ...We have given a
representation to the President
that the farm Bills have been
passed unconstitutionally and
he should return these Bills,”
Azad said briefing the media.

Continued on Page 4
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Without the participation
of Opposition members,

the Rajya Sabha on Wednesday
passed three crucial labour
sector Bills which will influence
lives and livelihood of millions
of “blue collar “workers.

The new legislations will,
among other things, allow a
corporate to hire and fire “blue
collared” workers at will.

The protesting MPs had
written to Chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu that the con-
tentious Bills should not be
passed “unilaterally. It will be a

blot on democracy.” The labour
Bills form part of the labour
reforms move.

The Occupational Safety,
Health and Working
Conditions Code, 2020, the
Industrial Relations Code 2020
and the Code on Social
Security, 2020 were earlier
passed by the Lok Sabha on
Tuesday. These Bills will now
be sent for President Ram
Nath Kovind’s assent and then
they will become law.

Introducing the Bills in
the Upper House, Labour
Minister Santosh Gangwar said
they will provide a “safe envi-

ronment” for workers. “Social
security benefits have also been
added. This will be in sync with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s resolve for a universal
social security,” he added.

“The Congress and like-
minded parties held a march
from the Gandhi statue to the
Ambedkar statue on the
Parliament premises protesting
the “anti-farmers, anti-workers
Bills that have been rubber-
stamped in Parliament in the
most undemocratic manner
by the Modi Government,”
tweeted Jairam Ramesh.

Continued on Page 4
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Widening the scope of its
ongoing investigations

into the Sushant Singh Rajput
death-related drug case, the
Narcotic Control Bureau
(NCB) on Wednesday  sum-
moned Bollywood actresses
Deepika Padukone, Sara Ali
Khan, Shraddha Kapoor and
Rakul Preeet Singh and fashion
designer Simone Khambatta.

On a day when its officials
questioned the late actor’s tal-
ent manager Jaya Saha for the
third consecutive day and also
Udta Punjab and Ghajini pro-
ducer Madhu Mantena Varma,
the NCB issued summons to
five Bollywood personalities in
connection with the probe in
the Sushant death-related drug
probe and the larger
Bollywood-drug mafia nexus.   

NCBs Deputy Director
(Operations) KPS Malhotra
confirmed that his organisation
had sent out summons to
Deepika, Sara, Shraddha and
Rakul. Official sources said
that the NCB had also called
Simone, Deepika’s manager
Karishma Prakash and
Sushant’s former Manager and
Shruti Modi for questioning.

In what is being seen as an
apparent deviation from the
very objective behind the
Sushant’s death-related drug
case, the NCB appeared to be
going whole hog against the
Bollywood-drug mafia nexus.

As per the information
that trickled out of its office, the
NCB has summoned Simone,

Rakul, Shruti Modi on
September 24, while Deepika
and her manager Karishma
had been called for questioning
on September 25. Sara and
Shradhha have been sum-
moned for questioning on
September 26.

Deepika’s questioning by
the NCB, which has aroused
considerable interest among
the people across the country,
should be seen in the context
of the information that sur-
faced during the questioning of
actress-accused Rhea
Chakraborty in the drug case.  

Karishma works with Jaya
Saha, with whom Rhea
Chakraborty had chatted about
CBD oil, as a manager in Kwan
talent management agency.
During the questioning, the
NCB had reportedly quizzed
Jaya if she had any knowledge
about Karishma procuring
drugs for Deepika Padukone.

The NCB had retrieved
Deepika’s WhatsApp chats with
Karishma in which the two

were seen discussing drugs.
Earlier, Jaya’s chats with Rhea
Chakraborty about CBD oil
were also retrieved by NCB.

After being summoned for
questioning, Karishma did not
turn up at the NCB office on
Tuesday for questioning, saying
that she needed some more
time, while her talent manage-
ment agency’s CEO Dhruv
Chitgopekar offered to coop-
erate with the agency in the
investigations.

According to sources, the
NCB investigations have
thrown up a WhatsApp chat of
2017 between D (Deepika
Padukone) and K (Karishma).
In the chat, Deepika reported-
ly asks Karishna: “You have
Maal?, Karishma responds say-
ing: “Yes, but at home. I am at
Bandra. Later Krishma tells
Deepika that one Amit is bring-
ing it to a high-end restaurant
“koko” at Lower Parel. Deepika
seeks to confirm if it is hash not
weed.

Continued on Page 4 
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As expected for the last sev-
eral weeks, Bihar Director

General of Police (DGP)
Gupteshwar Pandey has final-
ly taken voluntary retirement
from service and is all set to
plunge into politics.

There are speculation that
Pandey will join the Janata
Dal(U) and contest either the
Assembly elections or Lok
Sabha bypoll from
Valmikinagar in north Bihar.

Pandey’s request seeking
voluntary retirement was
approved by Governor Phagu
Chauhan, a notification issued
by the State Home Department

said.
Speaking to mediapersons

on Wednesday, Pandey said, “I
have not joined any political
party as of now. If I do, I will
tell you about it. As far as social
work is concerned, I can do it
without entering politics as
well.”

He added, “I have worked
for 34 years with honesty and
without bias, and now people
are questioning me. I want to
tell them that I was devoted to
my duty.”

The Shiv Sena has
slammed Pandey for “running
a political agenda” over the
Sushant Singh Rajput case.

Continued on Page 4
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The Election Commission
(EC) on Wednesday clari-

fied that it has not given any
direction to the Central Board
of Direct Taxes (CBDT) to
issue a notice to the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) chief
Sharad Pawar over his poll
affidavits. 

The EC’s statement came a
day after Pawar said the Income
Tax department has served
him a notice in connection
with his poll affidavits submit-
ted to the poll panel.

“... It is stated that Election
Commission of India has not
issued any such direction to
CBDT to issue notice to Pawar,”
the EC said in its statement.

While expressing solidari-
ty with eight Rajya Sabha mem-
bers suspended over chaos
during a vote on controversial
farm Bills, Pawar, 79, accused
the Centre of pursuing an
agenda against political oppo-
nents as he referred to tax
notices. 

Continued on Page 4
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The Centre informed the
Supreme Court on

Wednesday that it has prima
facie found violation of the pro-
gramme code by Sudarshan
TV’s Bindas Bol show and has
issued a notice to the channel.

The SC said the steps taken
by the Government in pur-
suance to the show cause notice
against the channel will be
subject to the orders of the
court. Since the notice  has
been issued on Wednesday,
the hearing is deferred to
October 5, the court said.

Continued on Page 4
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed a

Delhi Legislative Assembly
panel not to take coercive
action against Facebook India
VP and MD Ajit Mohan till
October 15 in connection with
a summon asking him to
depose before it with regard to
North-East Delhi riots.

Delhi Assembly’s peace
and harmony committee had
issued a notice to Facebook
India vice president and man-
aging director in connection
with complaints accusing the
social media giant of deliber-
ately not taking action to curb
hateful content on its plat-
form. 
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New Delhi: Minister of State
for Railways and Karnataka BJP
MP Suresh Angadi passed away
on Wednesday, days after he
tested positive for Covid-19.

The 65-year-old passed
away around 8 pm at the
AIIMS trauma centre which
has been converted into a ded-
icated Covid-19 facility, sources
at the hospital said.

A fourth-term MP from
Belagavi, Angadi is the first
Union Minister to have died of
coronavirus. At least six MLAs
and three MPs have earlier suc-
cumbed to it. 

Angadi had on September
11 himself announced on
microblogging site Twitter that
he had contracted the disease. 

The MP from Belagavi had
requested all those who came
in close contact with him over
the last few days to monitor
their health and get tested in
case of any symptoms.

Continued on Page 4
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The much-awaited report of
the Comptroller and

Auditor General of India into
the �60,000 crore Rafale fight-
er jet deal has said the French
manufacturer Dassault and
MBDA  are  yet to honour their
commitment about offset
clause to the Defence Research
and Development Organisation
(DRDO).

The offset clause stipulates
the foreign vendor has to
plough back 30 per cent of the
contract price into the Indian
defence and aerospace indus-
try. In the Rafale deal, the
limit was raised to 50 per cent
to enable the Indian industry to
tie up with world class foreign
companies and gain first world
technology. 

The Government watch-
dog said on Wednesday it stud-
ied 17 deals inked in the last
one decade to analyse the effi-
cacy of the offsets clause intro-
duced in 2005.  It said the
Defence Ministry has to over-
haul the policy as the offset pol-
icy has not yielded the desired
results.

Congress leader Rahul

Gandhi has repeatedly alleged
that the Government favoured
a private Indian company for
granting the offsets in the
Rafale deal.  The main
Opposition party also claimed
that company was given the
offsets contract worth over
�30,000 crore.

The CAG report said in
many cases it was found that
the foreign vendors made var-
ious offset commitments to

qualify for the main supply
contract but later were not
earnest about fulfilling these
commitments.

“For instance in the offset
contract relating to 36 Medium
Multi Role Combat Aircraft
(MMRCA), the vendors M/s
Dassault Aviation and M/s
MBDA initially proposed
(September 2015) to discharge
30 per cent of their offset
obligation by offering high

technology to the DRDO. The
DRDO wanted to obtain tech-
nical assistance for the indige-
nous development of engine
(Kaveri) for the light combat
aircraft. Till date the vendor has
not confirmed the transfer of
this technology,” the CAG then
noted.

Giving background of the
offset policy adopted in 2005,
the CAG said it was applicable
for all capital purchases above

�300 crore.  The foreign ven-
dor was required to invest at
least 30 per cent of the value of
the purchase, in India. This
investment could be made
avenues like foreign direct
investment, offering of free
transfer of technology to Indian
firms, purchase of eligible
products manufactured by
Indian firms (exports).  For the
discharge of these offsets the
foreign vendor had to select an
Indian firm as a partner
(Indian Offsets Partner or
IOPs).

From 2005 till March 2018,
46 offset contracts had been
signed with foreign vendors,
valuing �66,427 crore. Under
these contracts, by December
2018, �19,223 crore worth of
offsets should have been dis-
charged by the vendors.

However, the offsets
claimed to have been dis-
charged by them was only
�11,396 crore, which was only
59 per cent of the commitment.
Further, only 48 per cent
(�5,457 crore) of these offset
claims submitted by the ven-
dors were accepted by the 
ministry. 

Continued on Page 4
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Lucknow (PNS): Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Wednesday came in for an effusive praise
from Prime Minister Narendra Modi  for mea-
sures taken by the UP government to deal with
the pandemic and to handle the migrants cri-
sis in the state.

The PM, during a meeting with the chief
ministers through video-conferencing, acknowl-
edged the efforts Yogi and his team for taking
proactive steps to reduce casualties in the state

due to Covid. He singled out Uttar Pradesh for
praise for doing the maximum tests and having
tested 90 lakh persons so far. Reviewing the
Covid situation in the country, the PM was in
a direct conversation with the chief ministers.
He said the high number of tests by UP did man-
age to keep the Covid deaths in control. As
another feather to UP’s cap, the PM also com-
plimented Yogi for adept handling of migrant
crisis.  See Page 3
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Claiming that the Uttar
Pradesh government was

pro-farmer, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said that his regime
was committed to protecting
the farm sector and would not
initiate any step detrimental to
the farmers community.

During his interaction with
a delegation of farmer leaders led
by Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU)
chief Rakesh Tikait in Lucknow
on Wednesday, Yogi allayed their
fears, saying that the system of
Minimum Support Price (MSP)
would not cease to exist. 

“With the introduction of
reforms in the farm sector, farm-
ers now stand to benefit. They
can either sell their produce on
MSP or at higher prices in the
market, whichever suits them,” he
said. The chief minister also
announced that the new cane
crushing season would com-
mence from October 15 in west-
ern UP and from October 25 in
the rest of the state. He directed
officials to ensure that all farm-
ers’ dues were cleared by sugar
mills by then. Yogi said that over

3,000 paddy purchase centres had
been set up across the state
though there were just 825
blocks. “If farmers want more
purchase centres these could be
opened,” he said.

When the delegation raised
the issue of more facilities in
mandis, the chief minister said
that his government was open to
suggestions and ready to do
whatever was required for ben-
efiting the farmers.

The meeting, which lasted
for around 45 minutes at the chief
minister’s official residence, also
discussed in detail the farmers’
problems. Notwithstanding the
chief minister’s assurances, sev-
eral farmers’ outfits have resolved
to join the nation-wide protest on
September 25. 

After coming out of the
meeting, BKU chief Rakesh
Tikait told media persons that his
organisation would be a part of
the  protest. Claiming that the
meeting with the chief minister
was on different issues, Tikait said
that his outfit supported the
pan-India farmers’ agitation over
the new farm bills passed in both
Houses of Parliament.
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With increase in positivity among
the elderly, the Uttar Pradesh

government has cautioned the senior
citizens, urging them to take precau-
tions against coronavirus infection.

Speaking to media persons in
Lucknow on Wednesday, Additional
Chief Secretary (Health) Amit Mohan
Prasad said that the threat of the novel
coronavirus infection to senior citi-
zens still persisted as their positivity
rate had spiked to 9.11 per cent.

“In the past five months, Covid
positivity rate among the elderly was
between 6 per cent and 8 per cent
which has suddenly surged to over 9
per cent in September. This is a mat-
ter of concern for us,” Prasad said and
asked senior citizens to be more cau-
tious.

Talking about Covid positivity
across the state, the additional chief

secretary said that 68.46 per cent were
males and the rest (31.54 per cent)
were females. He said among the pos-
itive cases, 13.45 per cent were in the
age group up to 20 years, 48.16 per
cent in the 21-40 years bracket and
28.88 per cent were in the age group
of 41-60 years.

Meanwhile, the number of recov-
ered COVID-19 patients in UP con-
tinued to increase and in the last five
days, it was more than the fresh cases
reported across the state.

As per reports, 5,234 fresh cases
were reported on Wednesday while
6,506 people were discharged. The
recovery rate of patients was increas-
ing with each passing day and now it
had reached 81.88 per cent.

Prasad said that a record 1.65 lakh
samples were tested on Wednesday,
taking the total tests across the state
to nearly 90 lakh. 

“There are 31,791 asymptomatic

patients in home isolation, 3,517 in
private hospitals, 196 in semi-paid
hotels and the rest in government-run
Covid hospitals,” he said.

Prasad said that over 3.75 surveil-
lance teams covered 1.17 lakh areas,
visited 2.46 crore houses and checked
the health of over 12.26 crore people
across the state.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath directed the Health
department officials to go for manda-
tory RT-PCR test of high-risk group
during contact tracing and asked
them to repeat the RT-PCR test for
people testing negative in the rapid
antigen test if they had symptoms.

During his routine Team 11 meet-
ing in Lucknow on Wednesday, Yogi
also told the surveillance teams to
check oxygen level of people and if it
was under 93 per cent, the person con-
cerned be medically checked proper-
ly.
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NOTICE

I solemnly announce that my
son's name wrongly mentioned
as SAMEER with date of birth
01/09/2000 in my army records
is false. Actual name of my son
SAMEER VERMA with actual
date of birth 04/03/2002 is true
and acceptable for correction.
Ramkishor  S/o Jawahar Lal,
R/o Pahad pur Vatigawan P/o
Salhe pur Tehsil-Bindki Distt.
Fatehpur.
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Executive director of

Punjab National Bank Agyey

Kumar Azad visited Lucknow
on Wednesday to take stock of
the performance of the zone.
He called on Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath and had a
brief discussion over the role of
the bank in overall develop-
ment of the state. Azad told the
CM that PNB has always
played a vital role in implemen-
tation of various government
schemes, thus catalysing the
process of development. Later,
Azad inaugurated PNB’s newly-
established Large Corporate
Branch at Ashok Marg and also
reviewed the performance of
bank’s Ashok Marg branch and
Mid Corporate Centre.

Thereafter, a business review
meeting was held under the
chairmanship of the executive

director. Azad stressed on the
importance of digitisation in
the present banking scenario.

������
Uttar Pradesh has nine

agro-climatic zones and the
state is rich in agriculture pro-
duce, but the challenge is to
organised the unorganised
things in order to get the max-
imum benefits of policies. For
this purpose, the state govern-
ment has come                     up
with the FPO policy whereby
developing one FPO per block
per year is the target to result
in development of more
than 800 FPOs per year, which

would cover and cater not only
to agriculture produce but also
horticulture, dairy and animal
husbandry produces. This was
stated by Alok Sinha, agricul-
ture production commissioner,
UP, at a webinar organised by
UP Chapter of PHD Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(PHDCCI) on ‘Promoting
entrepreneurship and invest-
ment in food processing indus-
try’ on Wednesday. Sinha said
that about 70 per cent of the
total population of the state,
around 15.5 crore people lives
in villages and the total contri-
bution of economy from the
rural area is around 27 per cent.
He said that in order to double
the income of farmers, it is per-
tinent to have value addition in
their agriculture
produce which would come
from boosting the food pro-
cessing sector. He said that
making policies was easy but
implementing them to its
fullest was the need of the hour.

������������!����
A webinar on cleanliness

awareness campaign was
organised by RDSO on

Wednesday under Swachhata
Pakhwara. Additional DG,
RDSO, Ramesh Pinjani chaired
the webinar. ACMO Sangeeta
Sagar gave the message of pro-
tection from coronavirus infec-
tion by following guidelines
and ensuring cleanliness. ED,
Works, Praveen Khorana gave
a presentation on making
RDSO complex free from envi-
ronmental hazards and initia-
tives taken in this direction.
Pinjani explained the good
effects of cleanliness in routine
work and also stressed on the
need to follow Covid guide-
lines.

������������
A wonderful blend of sci-

ence and music was witnessed
on the third day of the 5-day
‘Macfair International’, organ-
ised by CMS, Mahanagar.  The
students showcased talents in
music, singing and artistic pre-
sentations. As many as 40
teams from various schools of
Nepal and India are participat-
ing in the event to showcase
their talents and also spread the
message of world unity and
world peace.
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The trailer of a biopic on
Samajwadi Party founder

Mulayam Singh Yadav titled
‘Main Mulayam Singh Yadav’
was released in Lucknow on
Wednesday. 

The film has been directed
by Suvendu Raj Ghosh and
produced by Meena Sethi
Mondal, under the banner of
MS Films. This film is set to be
released on October 2. The
scheduled release on August 14
was delayed due to COVID-19
pandemic. The film showcas-
es the political acumen of
Mulayam Singh Yadav, fondly
known as Netaji, and will trace
the leader’s childhood till his
third term as chief minister of

Uttar Pradesh. Actor Amyth
Sethi plays the role of Mulayam
Singh Yadav, Govind Namdeo
features as Chaudhary Charan
Singh, Mukesh Tiwari as
Nathuram, Prakash Belawadi as
Dr Ram Manohar Lohia,
Supriya Karnik as Indira
Gandhi, Ronojay Bishnu as
Ajit Singh, Kiran Jhangiani as
Sanjay Gandhi, Sayyaji Shinde
as Advocate Lakhan Singh,
Rajkumar Kanojia as Darshan
Singh, Gargi Patel as a politi-
cian, Sana Amin Sheikh as
Malti, Mimoh Chakraborty as
Shivpal Singh Yadav, Prerna
Sethi Mandal as Sarla Shivpal
Yadav, Gopal Singh as Ram
Gopal Yadav and Zarina
Wahab as Mrs Ram Gopal
Yadav.

Lucknow (PNS): Bahujan
Samaj Party chief Mayawati hit
out at the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party and the opposition
parties for the ruckus during
the ongoing monsoon session
of Parliament and said that
their conduct had harmed the
august House’s dignity and
also the Constitution. 

In a tweet in Hindi,
Mayawati posted: “Although
Parliament is called the temple
of democracy, its dignity has
been shred many times. Even
during the ongoing monsoon
session, the functioning of the
government and the behaviour

of the opposition in the House
were embarrassing for
Parliament’s dignity, Indian
Constitution and democracy.
Very sad!” 

The BSP chief ’s reaction
came in the wake of eight
Rajya Sabha members from the
opposition being suspended
for creating ruckus while
opposing farm bills on Monday. 

The government had
brought a motion for their
suspension and it was passed
by the House by voice vote.

The opposition parties
have been alleging that the gov-
ernment did not follow prop-

er procedures during passage of
the bills and did not allow divi-
sion of votes as it lacked num-
bers. 

The suspended MPs sat on
an overnight dharna in the
Parliament complex and it was
ended after deciding to boycott
Lok Sabha proceedings in sol-
idarity.

On Tuesday, the Union
government passed seven bills
in the Upper House and the
opposition MPs said that they
would jointly boycott the ses-
sion if their demands on the
new agricultural bills were not
met by the government. 

Lucknow (PNS): Deputy Chief
Minister Keshav Prasad Maurya
on Wednesday visited Rampur
district along with Bulandshahr
and carrying forward the devel-
opment agenda of his govern-
ment, laid foundation stones and
dedicated to people 76 projects
worth over Rs 231 crore.

Maurya also directed offi-
cials to finish the Lalpur bridge
(on Kosi river) that has been
lying incomplete for a long
time, and open it for the people
by the month end. He said that
a permanent bridge would come
up by September next year. He
also sanctioned Rs 44 crore for
the project. 

Hailing the contributions of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath in the development
of the country and also Uttar
Pradesh, Maurya said that the
manner in which the Bharatiya
Janata Party government tackled
the coronavirus pandemic, fully
complying with the protocol and
also ensuring development was
not affected, was appreciated
world-wide. 

When asked about the BJP’s
candidate from Swar Tanda
Assembly seat in the bypolls,
Maurya said that a decision in
this regard would be taken by
the party president but claimed
that the ‘lotus” would once
again bloom in all the eight con-
stituencies going to bypolls.

Maurya said the govern-
ment had cleared the construc-
tion of bridge on Kali river near

Lucknow (PNS): The Uttar
Pradesh government has given per-
mission to Bharat Biotech
International Limited for the third
phase clinical trial of COVID-19 vac-
cine COVAXIN in Lucknow and
Gorakhpur. Additional Chief
Secretary (Health) Amit Mohan
Prasad in his order on Wednesday said
that Sanjay Gandhi Post-Graduate
Institute of Medical Sciences (SGPGI)
Director Dr RK Dhiman would be the
nodal official for Lucknow and BRD
Medical College Principal Dr Ganesh
Kumar would be the nodal officer for
Gorakhpur. 

The approval letter sent to Bharat
Biotech Director Dr V Krishna Mohan

says: “Refer to your letter dated
September 19, 2020 addressed to the
undersigned requesting for permis-
sion to seek approval and facilitation
to initiate COVAXIN TM Phase 3
Efficacy and Safety clinical trial in
Uttar Pradesh. “I am pleased to
inform you that after due considera-
tion, it has been decided to allow
Bharat Biotech to conduct phase 3 trial
in Lucknow and Gorakhpur respec-
tively.” Prasad said all required
approvals would have to be obtained
by the company and all safety and
other protocols would have to be fol-
lowed as per the guidelines of the
Government of India for conducting
clinical trials. 

Lucknow (PNS): Creating
a ruckus after getting inebriat-
ed at a party organised by a col-
league and sullying the image
of UP Police proved costly for
eight cops in Bahraich as they
were suspended by the district
police chief. 

A probe was also ordered
into the matter to initiate
departmental proceedings
against the errant cops. 

As per reports, constable
Mahip Shukla posted at Risia
police station threw a party on
Sunday night. At the party, his
colleagues in uniform con-
sumed alcohol and engaged in
fisticuffs. The incident was not
reported to the senior officers.
However, the entire sequence of
events surfaced on the social
media bringing disrepute to the
police force. As soon as the
incident came to his knowl-
edge, Superintendent of Police
of Bahraich, Vipin Misra, sus-
pended all the eight policemen. 

The suspended cops
included party organiser Mahip
Shukla, constables Rajesh
Yadav, Amit Yadav, Ajay Yadav,
Pankaj Yadav, Vinod Yadav,
Pawan Yadav and Afzal Khan.

The district police chief
also initiated a probe and asked
ASP (City) Kunwar Gyananjay
Singh to submit a report in this
context. 
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With the by-elections to
eight Assembly seats

nearing, the ruling and opposi-
tion parties have thrashed out
their respective poll strategies.

While the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party is now focusing on
door-to-door campaign to make
people aware of the govern-
ment’s schemes, the opposition
parties have decided to expose
the regime on unemployment,
farm bills and law and order sit-
uation. Bypolls are scheduled for
Suar and Malhani Assembly
seats held by the Samajwadi
Party and Bulandshahr,
Naugawan Sadat, Tundla,
Ghatampur, Bangarmau and
Deoria seats that were bagged by
the BJP. The bypolls are expect-
ed to be held along with the
Bihar Assembly elections in
November. “We are now going
to the voters and educating
them about the achievements of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath. My party will win
all these eight seats,” state BJP
vice-president Vijay Bahadur
Pathak said in Lucknow on
Wednesday.

BJP State chief Swatantra
Dev Singh had recently visited
Agra to take stock of Tundla and
Deoria seats. Similarly, BJP state
general secretary Sunil Bansal
had visited Naugawan, while
Deputy Chief Minister Dinesh
Sharma checked the Bangarmau
seat in Unnao.

During his visit to
Ghatampur, Deputy Chief

Minister Keshav Prasad Maurya
dedicated and laid the founda-
tion stones of 71 projects for
development of Akbarpur,
Misrikh and Kanpur Lok Sabha
constituencies. 

At a recent meeting with
party leaders in Lucknow, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath had
given clear instructions that
people should be made aware of
the welfare schemes.

On their parts, Samajwadi
Party, Bahujan Samaj Party and
Congress plan to take on the
ruling dispensation over
COVID-19 mismanagement,
spike in unemployment, deteri-
orating law and order and the
recently cleared farm bills and
other issues.

“The BJP stands exposed
before the people as they know
that the BJP government has
failed on serious issues like
employment, farmers and on all
fronts. The support received
from the public on observing
Unemployment Day is a clear
cut indicator of this,” Congress
leader Virendra Madan said.

SP MLC and spokesperson
Sunil Sajan said, “The state-wide
protests by SP workers have
started and will eventually
throw the BJP out of power. The
people are now aware of the
reality and will not be fooled
again.” The current strength of
the 403-member Assembly is
395 (with eight vacancies) out
of which the BJP has 306 and
ally Apna Dal (Sonelal) has
nine members. The govern-
ment has the support of three
Independent MLAs.
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The Union government has set the
ball rolling for privatisation of

state-owned power distribution com-
panies by finalising Standard Bidding
Document (SBD) and uploading it on
its website. 

This will be a guiding document
for states looking to offer discoms to
private companies.  All stakeholders
could send their comments to
the Union Power Ministry by October
5.

This is for the first time that the
Centre has drafted guiding SBD for
discom privatisation. It is in line with

the Centre’s efforts to improve oper-
ations and finances of discoms in var-
ious states. 

In 2019, the Union Power
Ministry had suggested several private
franchise models to the states for
power distribution.

The SBD contains the format for
request for proposal, share holding
agreement, share acquisition agree-
ment, policy directions and bulk
supply agreement. 

The discoms in states, particular-
ly in UP, have been financially belea-
guered for the last 20 years. 

Three reforms schemes initiated
by the Centre in the past, Financial

Restructuring Plan (FRP) during the
United Progressive Alliance regime
and UDAY (Ujjawala Discom
Assurance Yojna) I and II  by the
Bharatiya Janata Party regime
failed to revive the power discoms,
forcing the Centre to look for privati-
sation. There is a federal structure in
the Indian power sector, where power
distribution is a state subject and the
Centre has a guiding role. However,
power generation and transmission
come under the Central government.  

In May, under the Atmanirbhar
package, the Union government had
announced that power distribution in
all Union Territories would be priva-

tised. Currently power distribution
has been privatised in a few cities —
Delhi, Mumbai, Agra and
Ahmedabad.

Meanwhile, All India Power
Engineers Federation (AIPEF) threat-
ened to proceed on indefinite strike
against the Union government
move. 

AIPEF chief Shailendra Dubey
said, “In fact, we are preparing for an
indefinite strike. The Union govern-
ment wants to privatise the power dis-
coms in the country and even healthy
distribution companies making prof-
it have been proposed to be privatised.
This is unacceptable. The Centre

wants to impose its will on all states
and arm-twist state governments to
fall in line.” 

Dubey added, “The condition of
implementing reforms in the power
sector has been imposed by the
Centre for availing benefits of Rs 20
lakh crore relief package announced
by the prime minister in May.”

The AIPEF chief further said that
power was a state subject and the
Centre could not impose its views on
states. He said that the UP govern-
ment was working on privatisation of
Purvanchal Power Distribution
Company and power employees
would fight against the move.
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Dhamuda area and for the con-
venience of the people, it had
already laid the Bulandshahr-
Anuppur Marg at a cost of Rs
172 crore. 

The deputy chief minister
said to motivate meritorious
students, players, martyrs and
other personalities, the BJP gov-
ernment was constructing  mon-
uments, roads and other struc-
tures in their names.    
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Ajoint  team of  cr ime
branch and Vibhut i

Khand police nabbed five
persons who had allegedly
held a Barabanki native
hostage on Tuesday night
and demanded ransom. Two
of the aides of the accused
managed to evade arrest.
Those arrested were identi-
fied as Devendra Singh,
Vishnu Kumar Mishra ,
Ghanshyam Singh (all of
Barabanki), Suryabhan Singh
of Gomti Nagar Extension
and Arun Kumar of Gomti
Nagar. The police recovered
two luxury cars and a loaded
pistol.

As per reports, Dinesh
Kumar Dwivedi  (40) of
Barabanki, who currently
stays in Vibhuti Khand police
station area, went missing on
September 21 evening after
he left his home for some
work. After a while, his elder
brother  Manoj  Kumar
Dwivedi got a call from a
kidnapper who demanded a
ransom of Rs 7 lakh for
Dinesh’s safe release.

A police team worked

on the case and Manoj was
asked to keep the caller
engaged. Manoj was asked to
reach near the bridge at
Hahnemann crossing. The
police made a plan and cops
in civvies laid a trap in the
area.

“One of the kidnappers
got down from a car and
asked Manoj if he was the
victim’s brother. He asked
Manoj if he had brought the
cash, and pointed towards
Dinesh who was in another
car. The police worked tacti-
cally and rescued Dinesh
while five of the kidnappers
were rounded up,” a police
spokesman said.

Meanwhi le ,  the
Sarojininagar police claimed
to have arrested an active
member of the gang of seri-
a l  k i l lers  (brother  tr io
Saleem, Rustam and Sohrab)
on the charges of drug ped-
dling. The police recovered
487 grams of charas from the
accused who was identified
as Anurag Nigam aka Vikky
of Kaiserbagh. The police
said Anurag was nabbed fol-
lowing a  t ip-of f  by  an
informer.
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Amurder accused was found hanging
from a tree in a graveyard in

Bakshi-Ka-Talab police station area on
Wednesday. As per reports, Ashok of
Shivpuri village in BKT was accused of
killing Sonu, a teenager, who was stay-
ing at his sister Poonam’s house in the
village. He was named in the murder
case by Poonam.

Police teams were searching for
Ashok but could not trace him. The
police were said to have recovered a
blood-stained sharp-edged weapon
from the house of the accused. While
the police were looking for Ashok, some
residents found him hanging from a tree
in the graveyard.

As the news spread, villagers start-
ed flocking to the scene. On being
informed, a police team also reached
there. Though the police claimed that
Ashok committed suicide, they failed to
explain the reason. The body was sent

for autopsy.
Senior police officials were not

available for comments and it gave
enough fodder to the villagers to make
speculations. While some of the villagers
said Ashok feared police action due to
which he ended his life, others held
police responsible for the incident.
They said the police failed to find Ashok
who was hiding in the village.

On Tuesday, Ashok was accused of
murdering Sonu (18). The profusely
bleeding victim was rushed to a hospi-
tal where he was declared brought dead.

Sonu was staying at the house of his
sister Poonam in Shivpuri locality of the
area and did shuttering work. On
Tuesday afternoon, he was resting in a
hut. Ashok reached there with a sharp-
edged weapon and attacked Sonu. Kids
playing near the scene reached Poonam’s
house and informed her about the inci-
dent. Poonam reached the scene and she
saw Ashok fleeing the scene while car-
rying the blood-stained weapon.
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Son of Dheerendra Kumar
Upadhyay, joint secretary,

Home department, was duped
of Rs 35,900 by unidentified
miscreants. A case was lodged
in this connection at Vibhuti
Khand police station.

In his complaint,
Upadhyay said his son Avanish
Kumar Upadhyay got a mes-
sage regarding deduction of the
above-mentioned amount
from his bank account around
noon on September 19.

“Avanish has an account in
Union Bank of India’s Vibhuti
Khand branch. He had his
ATM card with him when he
got the message for the trans-
action which he never made,”
Dheerendra stated in the FIR.

He said when they com-
plained to the bank, they were
told that the withdrawal was
made from an ATM in
Mumbai.

In another incident,
thieves decamped with cash
and valuables from the house
of a KGMU’s Dental depart-

ment employee in PGI police
station area. Reports said
Shailendra Kumar of
Vrindavan Colony and his
family had gone out of town
for some work on September
18 and returned home on
September 21.

“We returned around
11:30 pm and found the lock
at the gate broken,” he said. He
told the police that the thieves
made off with Rs 62,000 in
cash, ornaments worth lakhs of
rupees and other valuables
from the house.
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Lucknow University and King
George’s Medical University

signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) on
Wednesday. It was the first-of-
its-kind academic exchange,
research collaboration of allied
interest area partnership
between the two institutions.

The MoU is for mutual col-

laboration to explore the possi-
bility of cooperation, conver-
gence and synergy to have a bio-
logical intervention in the field
of medical sciences and pre-
vention of pandemic.

“The role of each party has
been defined in the MoU. LU
and KGMU will encourage col-
laboration in research projects
in the area of mutual interest
and activity. They will provide

facilities to faculty members to
explore and prepare joint pro-
posals on thrust areas for fund-
ing. Technical activities and
grant-sharing between LU and
KGMU shall be mutual. The
MoU stands out as an example
of coordination and cooperation
between the two institutes in an
arena of high technology for
public services,” LU spokesper-
son Durgesh Srivastava said.
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The Health department is
focusing on qualitative

treatment for Covid patients in
the district. CMO Dr Rajendra
Prasad Singh said with all
arrangements already in place,
assessment of Covid hospitals
is being done for the purpose.

“We are trying to ensure
there is quality in services
being meted out for patients
and for that we are assessing the
presence of holding area and
other important facilities
required for following Covid-
19 protocols,” the CMO said.
He added that there was a slight
decrease in the positivity rate
in the district.

On Wednesday, District
Magistrate Abhishek Prakash
visited Ram Manohar Lohia
Medical Institute of Medical
Sciences on Wednesday and
had a meeting with senior
doctors. Spokesperson Dr
Shrikesh Singh said the DM
held discussions on how they
can strengthen the routine
works if they start the OPD ser-
vices and what line of action
should be taken if services are
expanded.

“We will be increasing our
ICU beds from 150 to 200 at
the Covid facility. The number
of ICU beds will be increased
from 60 to 90. For that we are
procuring all the necessary
items required,” he said.

He pointed out that dis-
cussions were also started on
government plans to start the
OPD safely. “The DM also
held discussions on require-
ment of a superspeciality Covid
facility and the line of action.
Superspeciality Covid care
means that if a Covid patient
infected with cardiac problem

lands up in the hospital, what
can be done for treatment and
recovery,” he added.

Meanwhile, SGPGI direc-
tor Dr RK Dhiman said the
treatment load has put tremen-
dous strain on healthcare
resources, particularly the
management of patients admit-
ted in Level-3 facilities.

“The demand of specialist
healthcare workers is also
increasing to manage critical
aspects of Covid-19 treatment.
It is important to manage crit-
ically-ill patients and to
improve survival. Accordingly,
it is imperative to undertake a
targeted capacity-building pro-
gram to train and to refresh
healthcare workers in their
skills for management of crit-
ically-ill patients with respect to
oxygen therapy, ABG analysis,
ventilator operations,

SGPGIMS COVID-19
Management Protocol etc,” he
said. He said two such pro-
grammes have been organised
by the department of
Anaesthesiology under head of
the department Dr Anil
Agarwal in the last one week
and 30 faculty members across
different specialties have been
trained. “In future, the depart-
ment of Anaesthesiology is
planning to organise similar
programmes on a regular basis
for both faculty members, res-
ident doctors and nursing staff,”
he added.

Meanwhile, Dr Zia Hashim
from SGPGI said through dis-
cussions with colleagues and
experts from the hospital and
also across the globe, they have
been  taking leads and trying to
give new forms of treatment to
Covid patients admitted to

SGPGI. “We have recently
given a pulse steroid treat-
ment to a patient which has
shown great results. In this
treatment, high amounts of
steroids are given in a short
period of time. We give this to
critical care patients for 2-3
days and it gives good results,”
he said. He cited the case of a
43-year-old woman who was in
a poor condition and was not
responding to treatment. She
was given the pulse steroid and
she immediately responded.
He said they got this lead from
a treatment which they used for
an auto-immune lung disease. 

Meanwhile, DG, Medical
Health, DS Negi said they have
calculated the demand and
supply of oxygen required  for
critical care patients in UP
and it was found to be suffi-
cient. He further pointed out

that the Central government
was already working on fixing
the rates of oxygen. He said
they were increasing the num-
ber of ICU beds, as per need.
“We have already created Level-
2 facilities across the state and
now we are creating ICU bed
facility, as per the require-
ment,” he added.

Meanwhile, Birbal Sahni
Institute of Palaeosciences
(BSIP) has emerged as the

number one lab in the country
with no pendency of coron-
avirus samples. Head of BSIP’s
Covid lab Niraj Rai said they
compared the  cumulative data
for two months which was
made available by the Central
government and found that
they had no pendency. He said
that the average sampling time
of BSIP was 16 hours and that
they were testing 1,000 samples
per day.
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Three inmates of a juvenile
shelter home in Para police

station area fled on Tuesday
evening. Superintendent of the
juvenile home lodged a case on
Wednesday morning. The
inmates belong to Nagaland,
Punjab and Alambagh areas
respectively.  

As per reports, the inmates
escaped from the juvenile

home around 6 pm on Tuesday
after which officials were sent
to different railway and bus sta-
tions to trace them. 

However, the juvenile
home officials could 
not track the missing inmates
despite searching for hours.
The superintendent stated in
the FIR that the officials were
searching for the missing
inmates and police help was
required.
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Lucknow (PNS): Renowned
virologist Dr TN Dhole died
due to Covid-19 at SGPGI
Tuesday night. It came as a sad
news for the medical fraterni-
ty as he was the one who had
laid the foundation of SGPGI’s
Microbiology department and
took it to great heights.

Dr Dhole, who retired
from SGPGI a few years back,
had tested positive for Covid-
19 on September 4 and was
hospitalised since then. Dr
Tanmay from SGPGI said the
best possible treatment was
given to him but he could not
recover. Dr Dhole died of
acute respiratory distress. He
also suffered from cytokine
storm, septic shock  and was
kept on ventilator support.
Medicines were being given to
him to increase his blood
pressure because it had low-
ered following septic shock.

Dr Dhole was suffering
from uncontrolled diabetes
when he was hospitalised. Dr
Tanmay said that for 14 days,

they had been continuously
trying to save his life but he
died around midnight.

According to head of
Microbiology department Dr
Ujjawala Ghosal, Dr Dhole
had joined SGPGI on April
13, 1988. “He set the founda-
tion of the Microbiology
department of SGPGI and
retired on November 30 last
year. He was a renowned
virologist because there were
very few people working in
virology at that time and he
played an important role in
polio eradication. He used to
get samples from other states
also because SGPGI was the
regional centre for the collec-
tion of samples in polio erad-
ication,” she said. 

Head of  KGMU’s
Microbiology department Dr
Amita Jain said it was a sad
news for the fraternity as he
had mentored many micro-
biologists. She said he was
available whenever his advice
was required.
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As many as 825 persons
tested positive for coron-

avirus in Lucknow on
Wednesday while 956 patients
were discharged, taking the
total number of recoveries to
38,728. The death toll climbed
to 630 even as the total num-
ber of active cases in the city
stands at 9,610.

A senior official at the
CMO office said those who
tested positive for coronavirus
included 67 from Gomtinagar,
48 from Indiranagar, 42 from
Chinhat, 38 each from Rae
Bareli road & Chowk, 35 from
Aliganj, 34 from Alambagh, 31
each from Ashiyana &
Talkatora, 29 from Jankipuram,
26 from Thakurganj, 24 from
Cantt, 23 from Para, 22 from
Sarojininagar, 21 each from
Mahanagar & Madiaon, 18
from Hazratganj, 17 from
Vrindavan Yojana, 16 from
Gomtinagar Extension, 15 each
from Vikasnagar, Vibhuti
Khand & Faizabad road, 14
each from Telibagh &
Gudamba, 12 each from
Hasanganj & Mohanlalganj,
10 each from Naka,
Krishnanagar & Bazaarkhala,
and 10 from Sushant Golf City.

On Wednesday, 14 deaths
were recorded in the state cap-
ital and 10 of the deceased
belonged to Lucknow while
four others from Hardoi, Basti,
Sitapur, Shahjahanpur.

Meanwhile, 5,234 more

tested Covid positive across the
state, included 274 in Kanpur,
286 in Varanasi, 292 in
Prayagraj, 179 in Gorakhpur
and 137 in Moradabad, taking
the UP tally to 3,69,686.
Besides, there were 87 deaths
in the state, including 12 in
Kanpur, six in Gorakhpur, five
in Prayagraj, three each in
Varanasi, Jhansi &
Muzaffarnagar, two each in
Agra, Ayodhya, Lakhimpur
Kheri, Etawah, Ghazipur,
Bahraich, Rae Bareli, Hapur,
Ambedkarnagar & Lalitpur,
and one each in Meerut,
Moradabad, Saharanpur,
Barabanki, Ballia, Rampur,
Kushinagar, Gonda, Sitapur,
Pilibhit, Basti, Unnao,
Chandauli, Sultanpur, Bijnore,
Sonbhadra, Sant Kabirnagar,
Kannauj, Mau, Sambhal,
Jalaun, Banda, Bhadohi &
Chitrakoot, taking the death
toll to 5,299. As many as 6,506
patients recovered, taking the
total number of recoveries in
the state to 3,02,689 even as
there are 61,698 active cases
across UP.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Wednesday

came in for an effusive praise
from Prime Minister Narendra
Modi  for measures taken by
the UP government to deal
with the pandemic and to han-
dle the migrants crisis in the
state.

The PM, during a meeting
with the chief ministers
through video-conferencing,
acknowledged the efforts Yogi
and his team for taking proac-
tive steps to reduce casualties
in the state due to Covid.

He singled out Uttar
Pradesh for praise for doing the
maximum tests and having
tested 90 lakh persons so far.

Reviewing the Covid situation
in the country, the PM was in
a direct conversation with the
chief ministers. He said the
high number of tests by UP did
manage to keep the Covid
deaths in control. As another
feather to UP’s cap, the PM also
complimented Yogi for adept
handling of migrant crisis. He
said that in a big state like Uttar
Pradesh with a huge popula-
tion, the number of migrants
was also on very high. 

“Despite this, the migrants
were taken care of in terms of
food, housing and employ-
ment,”' he pointed out.

In his address, the UP CM
apprised the PM of the Covid
situation in the state. He said
that out of about 1.50 lakh tests

per day, about 50,000 are done
by RT-PCR method with a
positivity rate of 4 per cent
while the overall recovery rate
is as high as 82 per cent.     

He also informed the PM
that at present, there are 121
government labs testing sam-
ples, out of which in 44 the
facility of RT-PCR testing is
available. For prompt results, a
total of 115 TruNAT machines
are installed in district hospi-
tals and medical colleges, he
said.    

Yogi said his government,
under the guidance of the
prime minister, fought valiant-
ly with an enemy like coron-
avirus, laying emphasis on
effective surveillance through
about 70,000 monitoring com-

mittees, prompt contact trac-
ing, setting up of over 64,000
Covid desks and widespread
mass awareness campaigns
through various modes. 

He said the better man-
agement of health services and
deployment of medical staff led
to recovery of about three lakh
patients out of a total of 3.69
lakh. He said that Integrated
Command and Control
Centres have been set up in all
the districts from where the
communication between the
health staff and home-isolated
patients, admission of serious
patients to hospitals and follow-
up of contact tracing is man-
aged.  “Such a strong mecha-
nism of surveillance has been
established from September 1

to September 15 and as many
as 1.36 lakh symptomatic
patients were identified after a
survey of about 2.99 crore
houses,” the CM pointed out.

Yogi said the government
successfully controlled Covid
situation in Noida and
Ghaziabad. He said that the
death rate across the state has
come down to 1.3 per cent.      

Besides Covid, the state
government has taken extra
care to prevent various vector-
borne diseases in the state.
The two phases of
Communicable Disease
Control Drive have already
taken place in the months of
March and July while the third
phase will take place next
month.
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The rest were largely

rejected as they were not com-
pliant to the contractual con-
ditions and the Defence
Procurement Procedure.

The remaining offset
commitments of about
�55,000 crore (�66,427 crore
- �11,396 crore) would be due
to be completed by 2024 i.e.
within next six years. 

The rate at which the for-
eign vendors have been ful-
filling their offset commit-
ments was about Rs 1,300
crore per year. Given this sit-
uation, fulfilling the commit-
ment of Rs 55,000 crore by the
vendors in the next six years
remains a major challenge.

The CAG test checked
claims valuing Rs 2,710.98
crore submitted by vendors

relating to 17 contracts in
detail. It was found that only
claims valuing Rs 409.83
crore were passed by the
Ministry (i.e. only 15 per
cent) and the remaining
claims were rejected due to
various deficiencies.

Despite the fact that the
vendors failed to keep up
their offset commitments,
there was no effective means
of penalising them. Non ful-
fillment of offset obligations
by the vendor especially when
the contract period of the
main procurement is over, is
a direct benefit to the vendor,
the CAG observed.  The audit
also found that there was not
a single case where the foreign
vendor had transferred high
technology to the Indian
industry.
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“The party which makes him
a candidate will not be trusted by
the people. The agenda behind
his ‘rajkiya taandav’ over
Maharashtra is clear now. He was
running a political agenda with
his statements over Mumbai case
and he is going to receive his
reward,” Raut told ANI.

Congress spokesperson
Ragini Nayak tweeted that
Pandey’s purported political
ambitions were similar to that of
former Chief Justice of India
Ranjan Gogoi who was nomi-
nated to the Rajya Sabha soon
after his retirement.  Pandey has
recently been in the headlines for
his stout defence of the Nitish
Kumar administration when it
was under attack from the Shiv
Sena-led Government in
Maharashtra over Bihar Police’s
probe into the death of Rajput.

With the intention of con-
testing the Lok Sabha polls,
Pandey opted for voluntary retire-
ment in  2009 also. However, he
didn’t get the BJP ticket at the
eleventh hour from Buxar. Later,
Pandey requested the Bihar
Government to allow him to
withdraw his resignation.
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The memorandum has
also informed the President
questioning the conduct of
Rajya Sabha Deputy
Chairman Harivansh accusing
him of favouring the
Government and allowing the
passage of the controversial
Bills without following the
due process. Harivansh, on his
part, has already written to the
President about the “unruly”
behaviour of eight
Parliamentarians in the Upper
House.

The Farmer’s Produce
Trade and Commerce
(Promotion and Facilitation)
Bill, 2020, the Farmers
(Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement of
Price Assurance and Farm
Services Bill, 2020 and the
Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Bill, 2020, have
been passed by both Houses
and await presidential assent.

The Opposition has
launched a staunch protest
against passage of two agri-

cultural Bills - the Farmers
(Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement on
Price Assurance and Farm
Services Bill, 2020 and the
Farming Produce Trade and
Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Bill, 2020 - by
voice vote in Parliament on
Sunday.

“There was no division of
votes and no voice voting. The
Constitution was undermined
in the temple of democracy.
We have given a representa-
tion to the President that the
farm Bills have been passed
unconstitutionally and he
should return these Bills,” said
Azad briefing the media after
he met the President.

Opposition leaders had
boycotted Parliament in
protest over the three Bills
related to the agriculture sec-
tor and the suspension of
eight MPs over chaos and
“unruly behaviour” in the
Rajya Sabha on Sunday when
two of the three Bills were
passed.
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“Shri Suresh Angadi was
an exceptional Karyakarta,
who worked hard to make the
Party strong in Karnataka.
He was a dedicated MP and
effective Minister, admired
across the spectrum. His
demise is saddening. My
thoughts are with his family
and friends in this sad hour.
Om Shanti,” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Twitter. 

"Extremely saddened by
the passing away of Central
Minister Shri Suresh Angadi
Ji. He was a remarkable leader
who dedicated all his life for
organisation and went on to
serve society with utmost dili-
gence and compassion. My
thoughts and Prayers are with
his family and followers," BJP
president J P Nadda tweeted.

Railway Minister Piyush
Goyal said on the micro-blog-
ging website, "Deeply

anguished at the unfortunate
demise of Suresh Angadi ji. He
was like my brother. Words fall
short to describe his commit-
ment & dedication towards
the people. My thoughts and
prayers are with his family and
friends in this hour of need.
Om Shanti".

Former Prime Minister
and JDS chief HD Deve
Gowda expressed his sadness
over the demise and tweeted
that Angadi was like a
“younger brother”.

“I am shocked and deeply
saddened by the demise of
Union Minister of State for
Railways and four-term MP
from Belagavi Shri. Suresh
Angadi. He was like a younger
brother to me. I feel terrible
losing him. This is an unbear-
able loss to our nation. May
his soul rest in peace. May
God give his family and well-
wishers the strength to bear
this pain,” he tweeted. PTI
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Meanwhile, Deepika, who is currently shooting for
Shakun Batra’s upcoming film in Goa, is expected to leave Goa
for Mumbai on Thursday morning.

In a related development, the Bombay High Court post-
poned by a day the hearing  on the bail pleas of Rhea
Chakraborty and her brother Showik, owing to heavy rains in
the metropolis.

Rhea, whose bail plea is coming up for hearing before the
Bombay High Court on Wednesday, has contended that she
was innocent and falsely implicated in the Sushant death-relat-
ed drug case.
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The Government claims
that Bills will bring in reforms
to ensure easier compliance
with labour standards world-
wide. This, in turn, will help
bring in foreign investment.
Sixteen States have already
increased the threshold for
closure, lay off and retrench-
ment in firms with up to 300
workers without Government
permission, the Minister said.

The Opposition and
labour unions fear the Bills
make it easier to lay off work-
ers and put restrictions on their
right to protest. The Industrial
Relations Code Bill allows
companies with up to 300
workers to lay off people with-
out the State Government’s
approval. So far, only compa-
nies employing up to 100 peo-

ple were allowed to do this.
Under the same law, no

industrial worker is allowed to
go on strike without a 60-day
notice. So far such rules were
applicable on only those
involved in public utility ser-
vices like water, electricity,
natural gas, telephone and
other essential services.
Workers in essential services
are required to give a six-week
notice before any strike.

The Code on Social
Security Bill extends social
security funds only to workers
for app-based firms. But labour
unions claim more is needed
as these workers continue to
remain in a legal grey zone.
They are often treated as inde-
pendent partners who are not
covered under most labour
regulations. The Bill on health

and occupational safety helps
only those working in facto-
ries, mines and docks and are
not universal in nature, con-
tend the labour unions, which
have joined hands with the
farmers in their protest against
the farm sector Bills that were
passed on Sunday.

Gangwar also said there
would a social security fund to
cover around 40 crore unor-
ganised sector workers. Over
29 labour laws have been
merged into four codes and
one (Code on Wages Bill,
2019) of them has already
been passed, according to the
Minister.

Meanwhile, the Rajya
Sabha on Wednesday returned
the Appropriation (No 3) Bill,
2020 and the Appropriation
(No 4) Bill, 2020, authorising

payment of certain sums from
the Consolidated Fund of India
for the current financial year.
The Bills, which were passed
by the Lok Sabha on
September 19, were cleared in
the Upper House with a voice
vote and without any discus-
sion. Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman moved the Bills for
consideration and passing.

The House also passed a
Bill for inclusion of Kashmiri,
Dogri and Hindi in the list of
official languages in the Union
Territory of Jammu &
Kashmir, in addition to the
existing Urdu and English.
The Jammu and Kashmir
Official Languages Bill, 2020
was passed by Rajya Sabha
through voice vote. The Lok
Sabha had cleared the legisla-
tion on Tuesday.

From Page 1
A bench of Justices DY

Chandrachud, Indu Malhotra
and KM Joseph was informed by
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta
that Sudarshan TV has to give
reply to the show cause notice by
September 28, failing which an
ex parte decision will be taken.

“During the course of the
hearing today, Tushar Mehta,
Solicitor General of India stated

that the Central Government
has, in exercise of the power con-
ferred upon it by sub-section (3)
of Section 20 of the Cable
Television Networks
(Regulation) Act 1995, issued a
notice to show cause dated
September 23, to ‘Sudarshan
News’,” the bench said in its order.

It said that since the notice
is stated to be ‘returnable’ on
September 28, Mehta has

requested the Court to defer the
hearing in the present case so as
to enable the central government
to take a considered view of the
matter. It added: “The notice
shall be dealt with in accordance
with law and the Central
Government shall submit a
report to this Court indicating
the outcome of the notice. “Since
the notice has been issued dur-
ing the pendency of these pro-

ceedings, further steps in pur-
suance of the notice to show
cause shall be subject to the result
of the present proceedings and to
such orders as may be passed by
this Court.” The top court also
said that its interim order of
September 15, 2020 (injuncting
the telecast of remaining episodes
of the programme) shall contin-
ue to remain in operation pend-
ing further orders.
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“I got notice from the Income Tax Department in refer-

ence to the affidavit I submitted in 2020 and 2014 and 2009-
10. They are asking for some information and clarification and
similarly they have asked this to Supriya (Sule) also for the last
three elections,” he said.
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The death roll in Monday’s
collapse of a three-storey

building at Narpoli in the
powerloom town of Bhiwandi
in the adjoining Thane district
mounted to 40 on Wednesday,
as more number bodies from
under the debris on the third
consecutive day.

A 43-year-old three-storey
Jilani building -- situated in
the Patel Compound at
Narpoli near Dhamankar

Naka at Bhiwandi -- had
crashed like a proverbial pack
of cards at 3.45 am, when the
residents were sleeping at their
homes in the early hours of
Monday.

The collapsed building
had in all 40 flats. There were
150 residents in the building
when it collapsed.

The rescue and relief
operations, which have been
going on for the past three
days, have been hampered by
heavy intermittent rains.
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Agirl from parliamentary
constituency of Prime

Minister Narendra Modi has
brought laurels for the city as
she has become the first
woman fighter pilot of the
Rafale, a French twin-engine,
canard delta wing, multirole
fighter aircraft designed and
built by Dassault Aviation and
recently included in Indian
Air Force. Local girl Shivangi
Singh, who was commissioned
into the Indian Air Force (IAF)
in the year 2017 as part of the
second batch of female fighter
pilots, is the first woman fight-
er pilot of the Rafale squardron
‘Golden Arrows’. As soon as the
news came here about her
inclusion into the Golden
Arrows squadron, there was
rare happiness in her family liv-
ing in Phulvaria area here.

Her brother Mayank Singh
said that since her childhood,
Shivangi was willing to join
Indian Air Force since she has
seen a plane at a museum in
Delhi, along with her Nana
(maternal grandfather) who
was an officer of Indian Army.

After getting here schooling
upto intermediate from St.
Joseph School (Shivpur) here,
she did her BSc from Sunbeam
College for Women and joined
the 7 UP Air Force NCC in
BHU as a cadet. ‘The NCC
training has made her more
determined to join the Air
Force,’ said her brother.

Her father Kumareshwar
Singh, who is a businessman
and other family members
were very happy after getting
the news that Shivangi will fly

Rafale, the world’s most
advanced aircraft which is in
news these days during India-
China LAC tension. After qual-
ifying command aptitude test
in Mysore in July 2016, she got
Air Force training in
Hyderabad and according to
news she would join further
advanced training at Ambala
soon. She is a good athlete and
guitar is her hobby.

According to the reports,
after the training, Shivangi will
be converting from the IAF’s

oldest jet, the MiG-21, to the
newest Rafale. 

She has been selected to
join the freshly-inducted Rafale
fighter fleet as one of its crew
flying the multi-role air dom-
inance aircraft. 

She has reportedly flown
alongside Wing Commander
Abhinandan Varthaman, the
IAF pilot who was held captive
in Pakistan after shooting down
a Pakistan Air Force (PAF)
fighter on February 27 last
year.
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Dr Akash Dutt Dubey, an
alumni of Indian Institute

of Technology (IIT), Banaras
Hindu University (BHU) and
Assistant Professor in Jaipuria
Institute of Management, Jaipur
has viewed, ‘The COVID-19
era has not only witnessed an
increase in racism in real world,
but also in virtual world’.

Dr Dubey has conducted
research on the rise of cyber
racism in the era of COVID-19
and the prestigious internation-
al journals, Journal of Internet
Medical Research, Public
Health and Surveillance has
decided to publish it.   

One of the tweets by
American President Donald
Trump where he used the word
Chinese Virus instead of
Coronavirus is one of the main
factors which attributed to the
increase in cyber racism, he
asserts and adds, following this
trend, Twitter has seen various
hash-tags related to racism.
Some of the most prominent
hash-tags were #ChinaVirus,
# K u n g F l u ,
#ChinaLiedPeopleDied and
#WuhanVirus, etc, he further
asserts.  Till now, Dr Dubey has
published three research arti-
cles related to various issues
encountered during COVID-
19.

DISCUSSED: A meeting

of agricultural scientists and
experts related to the Biotech
Farmers’ Project sponsored by
the Department of
Biotechnology, Government of
India, was held at the Guest
House of Indian Institute of
Vegetable Research (IIVR),
Sundarpur here on Wednesday.
The meeting was chaired by
eminent scientist, president of
Foundation for Advancement
of Agriculture and Rural
Development (FAARD) and
former Vice-Chancellor of
Banaras Hindu University
(BHU) Prof Panjab Singh.

In the meeting it was
informed that Biotech Farmers
Project is being run in four dis-
tricts of Purvanchal (eastern
UP) including Varanasi,
Chandauli, Sonbhadra and
Ghazipur. Through this project,
a total of more than 7,000
farmers in the four districts are
being benefitted. 
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One of the tallest temples of
the country Vishwanath

Mandir situated on Banaras
Hindu University (BHU) cam-
pus has been reopened after
about six months closure due
to worldwide COVID-19 pan-
demic. The temple is one of the
main attractions of the city for
its grandeur and beauty as it is
taller than Kutub Minar. After
the reopening of the temple,
many students, teachers and
others were seen offering
prayer there.

As per the temple man-
agement, the temple after get-
ting permission from the dis-
trict administration has decid-
ed to keep open for eight
hours daily and the devotees
can offer prayer there daily
from 7 am to 11 am and from
3 pm to 7 pm. Like many
other famous Shiv temples,

Vishwanath temple, which is
popularly known as Birla tem-
ple, also remained closed dur-
ing the recent auspicious
month of Shravan when the
temple sees generally heavy

rush, especially on all the
Mondays.  

Though several places of
worship including one of the
Dwadas Jyotilingas Kashi
Vishwanath temple were

reopened on June 10 last,
immediately after the gov-
ernment and district admin-
istration allowed them for the
same, many leading temples
remained closed as the man-
agement of the same could not
seek permissions as they felt
it difficult to follow the
COVID-19 guidelines.
Famous Kaal Bhairav temple
took almost 141 days to be
reopened while
Sankatmochan temple 183
days. According to the univer-
sity release, during the open-
ing hours temple manage-
ment will follow all the
COVID-19 guidelines and no
devotee would be allowed to
enter there without wearing a
mask. Besides, physical dis-
tance would also be main-
tained. Though it is also a
Lord Shiva temple but it has
beautiful idols of several other
deities.
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Bharat Pumps &
Compressors Limited

(BPCL), Naini, Prayagraj has
achieved a major milestone
with the despatch of first con-
signment of two Plunger
Pumps to ONGC, Mehsana in
record time. 

The pumps to be installed
at  ONGC Mehsana  Asset at
North Santhal, Gujarat, was
flagged off on Wednesday by
Ratan Prakash, Chief General
Manager in the presence of
senior officials and workmen of
BPCL.  

BPCL had bagged the
order for supply of four Plunger
Pumps, which was earlier
placed on a private sector
pump manufacturer, in
December 2019. The order,
valued at � 291  lakh was
placed on BPCL at a higher
price than the price of cancelled
order, which is a testimony of
quality of BPCL product. The
order was received from  M/s

Toshiba Water Solutions,
(Indian subsidiary of Toshiba,
Japan) who is a Lump Sump
Turnkey (LSTK) contractor of
ONGC.  

Despite the COVID-19
impact, the first two pumps
have been supplied in a record
time to enable the customer
maximise its production.
Balance two Pumps are also

scheduled for despatch within
a months time.

BPCL, a miniratna  PSU of
the Government of India,  is in
the business of manufacturing
of sophisticated pumps & com-
pressors for core sector indus-
tries like Oil & Gas , Petro-
chemicals and power sector
(including nuclear power) for
more than 40 years. 

It’s main customers are
ONGC, IOCL, HPCL, Bharat
Petroleum, OIL, GAIL , BORL,
NPCIL, etc.  

The successful execution of
the order has opened new vis-
tas of orders from private sec-
tor LSTK (Lump Sump
Turnkey) contractors. 

During the flag-off,  CGM
extended  thanks to all the offi-
cers and workmen for ensuring
timely supply of the pumps
despite COVID-19 pandemic.
CMD – BPCL Sunil Parwani
also conveyed his apprecia-
tion for the efforts of all engi-
neers and workmen and asked
them to maintain same spirit
and zeal which will surely  take
BPCL to new heights.   

It may be mentioned here
that the name of BPCL had fig-
ured in the list of PSU which
are to be closed and its prop-
erty be used for other purpos-
es. This supply of the order may
impel the Government to think
twice before closing down the
BPCL. 
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Taking a serious note of
killing of an elderly person

over land dispute, the District
Magistrate Kaushal Raj Sharma
has directed for issuing
chargesheet against the lekhpal
and kanungo. Meanwhile, the
Senior Superintendent of Police
Amit Pathak has suspended
three cops including SHO of
Cholapur police station.

It may be pointed out, the
violent clash had on Tuesday
taken place between two
groups in Hazipur village under
the Cholapur police station to
grab barren land of Gram
Sabha. In the bloody clash, an
old aged villager Ramdular
Yadav sustained serious injuries
and died when he tried pacify-
ing both sides. Taking the
bloody clash and killing of an
elderly person seriously, the
DM directed the concerned
authority to issue chargesheet
against the concerned lekhpal
and kanungo for not sorting
out the land dispute on time. 

Meanwhile, the SSP took
strict stand and suspended the
SHO of Cholapur police station
Kuldeep Dubey, incharge of
Shahara police outpost
Durgesh Yadav and head con-

stable Mohammad Handed for
showing laxity in handling the
situation timely. 

The DM expressed dis-
pleasure over the laxity shown
by lekhpal on preparing roster
despite the directive issued
earlier and directed them to
furnish list of five land mafias
by evening on Thursday by
identifying them. He also
sought the list relayed to land
disputes as village wise from all
three Tehsil. The DM was
reviewing the action taken by
anti-land mafia cell and
progress in revenue realisation
at his camp office in late
evening on Tuesday last. 

The DM directed for evict-
ing the land of Gram Sabha and
enemy properties by September
30 which were grabbed by
land mafias. He asked for issu-
ing warning against the officers
of Zila Panchayat for not ensur-
ing the implementation of gov-
ernment order regarding the
anti-land mafia. He also asked
for furnishing detail by evict-
ing the grabbed land by
Thursday evening.

The ADM-F&R put the
details of revenue realisation of
all departments. The DM
directed for increasing rev-
enue realisation. 
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The district has crossed the
12K-mark as it saw a big

spike here on Wednesday. As
many as 221 new Covid-19
patients have been detected,
increasing the total number of
cases to 12,199. Besides, the
district also saw four more
deaths, increasing the toll to
198. During the day, the follow-
up negative reports included
215 patients and out of them,
213 recovered from home iso-
lation, increasing the number
to 7,744 and just two patients
have been discharged from the
hospitals and the number of

cured patients from the hospi-
tals reached 2,614. The total
number of cured patients is
now 10,358, leaving 1,643
active patients. The recovery
rate has improved slightly to
84.90 per cent but mortality
rate has increased to 1.62 per
cent.

Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) Dr VB Singh has
informed that in the first report
of the day by 11 am, 154 posi-
tive patients were detected out
of 2,951 reports received. Till
then, the total test reports
received were 1,77,656 and the
results of 4,400 are awaited. Out
of them, 1,65,524 were negative

while 12,132 positive. The total
number of samples collected
was 1,92,320. Earlier, a female
aged 73 and two males aged 80
and 25 from Karamjeetpur,
Chhitupur and Koniya respec-
tively succumbed to COVID-
19 at SSH BHU. Besides, with
the addition of 23 new red
zones, the total number of
hotspots has increased to 1,934
including 396 red zones. Three
green zones have been convert-
ed into red zones again. There
are 1,538 green zones.

Earlier, this belt of
Purvanchal (eastern UP) com-
prising 10 districts of three
divisions saw 577 new cases a

day ago and with this, the
total number of patients has
increased to 41,328. Out of
these, maximum number of
cases (23,289) was in Varanasi
division followed by Azamgarh
(11,656) and Vindhyachal
(6,378). The best mortality rate
was of Vindyachal (1.14% )
while the same was 1.26% in
Azamgarh and 1.31% in
Varanasi while the best recov-
ery rate (87.75%) was in
Azamgarh followed by
Varanasi (87.37%) and
Vindhyachal (79.66%). The
overall recovery rate in the
region was 86.28% while mor-
tality rate 1.32%.
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Eight policemen, including a
sub inspector, posted at

Sangipur police station of
Pratapgarh district were sent to
Reserve Police Lines on
Tuesday.

Inspector General of Police
(Prayagraj range) KP Singh
informed the newspersons a
team of eight policemen led by
a sub-inspector and officiating
station officer of Sangipur
police station had conducted a
raid in a house at Babutara
Majra village of Sangra
Sundarpur in Lalganj police
station area on late Saturday
night in search of an accused.
A 65 year old man of the fam-
ily died an hour after the raid.

A probe has been ordered
into the incident and the
policemen sent to Reserve
Police Lines so that the inquiry
is not affected, he added. The
family members of the
deceased Maqbool (65) gave a
complaint to senior police offi-
cials on Sunday alleging that
Maqbool died due to police
high-handedness.

Pratapgarh police, how-
ever, said the old man himself

ran from the house on seeing
them and he was not taken in
custody. The family had
refused to perform the last rites
of the old man demanding
action against policemen, but
later relented on coming to
know that eight policemen
posted at Sangipur police sta-
tion have been sent to Police
Lines.

Heavy police bandobast
was made at Babutara Majra
village on Monday in view of
last rites of the deceased man.

HC ADJOURNS HEAR-
ING : The Allahabad High
Court had adjourned hearing
in a letter turned PIL on the
issue of a missing Banaras
Hindu University student till
October 12.

The bench comprising
Justice Pritinker Diwaker and
Justice SC Sharma passed the
order in a letter turned Public
Interest Litigation filed by
Saurabh Tiwari, a lawyer and
BHU alumnus, about the
alleged disappearance of the
student.

SSP Varanasi who was ear-
lier summoned by court
informed that a special team
had been constituted to trace

the missing student. ‘The
police are sincerely making
efforts to get the whereabouts
of the missing person. Suitable
departmental action has also
been taken against erring offi-
cers.’, said Amit Pathak, SSP
Varanasi. 

The officer then asked for
some time so that further
efforts can be made for search-
ing the missing person. On
which court adjourned hearing
in the case. 

It is to recall that Saurabh
Tiwari in his letter addressed
to Chief Justice had alleged that
Shiv Kumar Trivedi, a BSc
second year student of BHU,
was picked up by the police
from the university’s amphithe-
atre ground on February 12 on
the basis of a fellow student’s
call to the UP police integrat-
ed emergency response service
112. During the call, the fellow
student reported that Trivedi
was either unconscious or pre-
sent at the ground in an unusu-
al way, the PIL said. 

On an earlier date of hear-
ing, the additional govern-
ment Advocate filed an affi-
davit and stated that the stu-
dent, who was at a police sta-

tion, ran away the next day
(February 13). No details in
relation to him were available
since then. However, later, an
apparently mentally challenged
person was brought by the
police. The police suspected
that he may be Trivedi.
Therefore, DNA and biomet-
ric tests were proposed to be
conducted to determine his
identity,

The court on which sum-
moned SSP Varanasi while
observing, ‘We fail to under-
stand why the police authori-
ties, instead of placing on
record all the details relating to
the facts that happened on and
after February 12 and, more
specifically, after the boy ran
away from the police station,
which facts must have been
recorded in the general
diary, have filed a vague affi-
davit.’ 

The court had exempted
the presence of SSP Varanasi
on the next date of hearing.
However, it directed the offi-
cer to ensure that some respon-
sible officer on his behalf  must
remain present in the court to
apprise with the latest progress
in the investigation.

!�	�������������������$88$0$�$%

In a consolatory develop-
ment, the recovery rate relat-

ed to COVID-19 cases
increased to 78 per cent in the
Prayagraj district. The past
one month has been both chal-
lenging and worrisome for the
Health department and district
administration as COVID-19
cases surged by 10,000 with the
case count in Prayagraj speed-
ing towards the 17,000-mark. 

On August 20, there were
6,416 coronavirus cases but a
steep rise in infection saw the
caseload soar to 16,687 on
September 20. As per Health
department data, there were
3,432 active cases in Prayagraj
on Tuesday.

This month, 6,687 cases
have been detected till

September 20, accounting for
43 per cent cases in the district.
While 13,020 patients have
recovered, 235 have succumbed
to the disease so far.

The city reported its first
COVID-19 case on April 5 and
crossed the 10,000-mark on
September 1. Health officials
said COVID-19 cases increased
in Sangam city from June
onwards. Only 87 cases and
three deaths were recorded in
the city till May 31, but within
a month, cases rose to 286 and
casualties to eight. The Health
department’s statistics show
that 2,142 cases were reported
in July and 7,540 in August.

By August 31, the contin-
uous rise in cases took the tally
to 9,668. From September 1 to
September 20, cases rose by
7,687 with 63 per cent patients

being from urban and semi
urban areas.

A senior health official
said the recovery rate in
Prayagraj district is around 78
per cent. 

While 4,026 patients were
cured and discharged from
hospitals, 8,994 patients com-
pleted their home isolation till
Tuesday.

The number of cases has
increased significantly in the
last three months, but the
recovery rate has also gone up
since August last week. Records
show that the recovery rate was
higher among patients in home
isolation than those admitted to
hospitals. Till September 20,
around 9,000 COVID-19
patients completed home iso-
lation. The state government
had allowed home isolation for

asymptomatic COVID-19
patients on July 24.

Health officials said as
soon as we receive a report of
someone testing positive, the
patient is allotted a zone and a
zonal surveillance officer and
health team tracks the location
and decides if home isolation
can be permitted or admission
in hospital is required.

Asymptomatic patients can
opt for home isolation if they
have requisite facilities at home
and can avoid contact with
other family members. Patients
opting for home isolation must
have a home quarantine kit
comprising a pulse oximeter,
digital thermometer, masks,
sterile gloves, sodium
hypochlorite and
Ashwagandha, Giloy and vita-
min C tablets.
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As many as 304 more people
were confirmed to have

been inflicted with Covid infec-
tion, while those recovering
from Corona outnumbered
those infected. A total of 347
people beat Corona on
Tuesday. While 39 people were
discharged from various Covid
hospitals after being freed from
infection, home isolation of 308
people was completed. The
number of active cases has
reached 3386.

According to CMO Dr GS
Bajpai, CO Meja was among
those found to be Corona pos-
itive on Tuesday. Two bank
managers have also been infect-
ed. Apart from these, the Covid
test report of the Manager of
Indian Overseas Bank Tagore
Town and Manager of HDFC
Phulpur branch has come pos-
itive. Corona positive has also
been found with two advocates
from the High Court and
health worker (GNM) of Beli
Hospital, senior accountant of
AG office, an inter college

teacher at Karchhana, staff of
CHC Mauaima, ADO Soraon
and an accountant from CDA
Pension. 

According to the CMO,
among the 304 new infected,
the ADO of Koraon, primary
school Kaundhayara and an
inter college teacher, medical
officer of Kotwa Bani Hospital
are also included.

Currently, the highest

number of Covid infected 148
patients are admitted to SRN
Hospital. There are 12 patients
in Covid Care Centre
Kalindipuram, 19 in Unani
Medical College, 47 patients are
admitted in Railway Hospital.
In the same sequence, 54
patients are being treated after
being admitted in Beli Hospital,
33 in United Medicity and 30
in Sainath AMA Covid

Hospital.
Private Medicines United

Medicity and Sainath Vatsalya
AMA Hospital have been
authorised along with govern-
ment hospitals for corona treat-
ment. According to CMO Dr
GS Bajpai, a fee has been fixed
for those private hospitals
where Covid cases are being
treated. According to the guide
line, a fee of � 8,000  to � 10,000
for isolation beds from patients
with multiple facilities package,
ICU without serious ventilators
for �13,000 to �15,000 and for
severe patients with ventilators
for �15,000 to �18,000 were
determined.

According to the earlier
order of the government,
patients will be charged a daily
treatment fee. He has warned
that an FIR will be lodged
against private Covid Hospital
operators for charging more
than the prescribed rate.
Surprise inspection of these
hospitals will continue.
Feedback from patients
will also be taken, added Dr
Bajpai.
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Swachhta Pakhwada is being
observed from September 16 to

30 on the entire Indian Railways.
Several programmes are being
organised in Varanasi division
under the direction of DRM Vijay
Kumar Panjiar. In this sequence
‘Clean premises day’ (workplace
and duty site) was observed on
Tuesday. Intensive cleaning was
done at Varanasi Division’s accounts
office and  RDI premises, including
division’s Varanasi City, Ghazipur City, Prayagraj
Rambagh, Azamgarh, Mau, Deoria Sadar,
Kaptanganj, Audihar, Bhatni, Chhapra Jn, Chhapra
Kachhri and Siwan stations’ booking offices, sta-
tion superintendent office, enquiry counters, RDI
and various offices besides saplings were planted
for beautification and cleanliness purposes and
waste was disposed of.  

Earlier under the ongoing ‘Swachhata Hi Seva
Pakhwada’, various programmes were organised
as the day was observed as ‘Clean Train Day’ at
DLW and different parts of Varanasi Division of
NER. In DLW extensive cleaning of machines,
plants and locomotives of various workshops was
carried out by workers and quality and mainte-
nance of production and proper storage were
inspected by the respective heads of departments.

Besides,  extensive cleanliness
was done on the entire campus,
including the Covid ward at the
Central Hospital. The team of
safety section spread wide
awareness and publicity regard-
ing ‘cleanliness and garbage
disposal’ through do’s and
don’ts-related banners, posters,
pamphlets, SMS, WhatsApp
etc, said CPRO Vaibhav
Sohane. In Varanasi Division of
NER, cleanliness drive was
launched at various stations

and inside trains and onboard inspection of trains
was done by the nominated officers. Extensive
cleanliness was done in various mail/express trains
passing through terminating and originating sta-
tions like Manduadih, Prayagraj Rambag,
Gorakhpur, Bhatni, Ghazipur City, Mau,
Chhapra Kachhari, Siwan, Thawe, Indara,
Kaptanganj and Varanasi City. The condition
of cleaning of trains, availability of cleaning
equipment, number of cleaning personnel, dis-
posal of garbage, availability of dustbins, clean-
ing of toilet and washbasins, pest control in AC
coaches etc. were inspected by the nominated
officers. Besides, an appeal was made to pas-
sengers to maintain cleanliness and hygienic
conditions and their feedback was sought, said
PRO Ashok Kumar.
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Under the Swachhta
Pakhwada being observed

on the entire Indian Railways
from September 16 to 30 at the
North Easer Railway (NER)
headquarters and in Izzatnagar,
Lucknow and Varanasi divi-
sions under the supervision of
designated officials railway
personnel conducted several
programmes for cleanliness at
at various places besides at
many railway stations, rail
premises, railway colonies, hos-
pitals etc People were given the
message of cleanliness, advised
not to use plastic and made
aware of cleanliness. Under
the Swachh Bharat Mission, on
Tuesday at Lucknow, Gonda,
Gorakhpur, Badshahnagar,
Khalilabad, Basti and
Mankapur stations, senior offi-
cials got cleanliness done
between the home signals on
both sides of the stations.  On
Tuesday at Izzatnagar, Bareilly
City, Pilibhit, Kathgodam,
Lalkuan, Kashipur, Tanakpur,
Rudrapur City, Ramnagar,

Kasganj, Farrukhabad,
Haldwani, Badaun, Hathras
City, Kannauj stations etc and
colonies officials of different
departments got cleanliness
done. In the same sequence in
Varanasi division under the slo-
gan of ‘clean premises, clean
workplace’ cleanliness was
done on railway premises and
workplaces on Tuesday. Such
cleanliness programmes will be
run continuously till September
30, said CPRO Pankaj Kumar
Singh.

ACTION TAKEN:
Railway Protection Force
(RPF), NER, took effective
action in connection with
unlawful possession of railway
property, theft of railway prop-
erty, ticket touts, unclaimed/lost
children, theft of passengers’
belongings, recovery of
unclaimed goods,  safety of pas-
sengers and illegal goods in
August this year, CPRO PK
Singh said. The RPF detected 13
cases under the Railway Property
(Unlawful Possession) Act in
August in which with the arrest
of 25 persons stolen railway

property worth �1,19,471  was
recovered.Under the various sec-
tions of the Railway Act as many
as 241 cases were registered dur-
ing the period, 215 persons
were arrested and �2,06,080
was recovered as fine from
them. Out of them four persons
were sent to jail. At various
reservation centres of NER in
August after arresting 12 touts
involved in illegal business of
tickets legal action was taken
against them at the respective
RPF posts. RPF and GRP
Prayagraj Rambag while con-
ducting checking in train No
01061 caught two persons were
caught along with 105 gm of
diazepam powder. Taking
action against them under
NDPS Act, a case was registered
against them. The RPF during
August recovered a total of
three unclaimed/lost minor
children and they were hand-
ed over to the Childline of the
respective cities. RPF.  Besides
one case of assault came to
light.  The accused was arrest-
ed and handed over to the GRP
concerned for necessary action.
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Divisional Commissioner
Vindhyachal Preeti

Shukla has directed the offi-
cials concerned to make peo-
ple aware about traffic rules
and enforce them effectively in
the larger interest of the soci-
ety. While chairing the meeting of Divisional
Road Safety Committee in her office on Tuesday,
the DC directed the officials to conduct traffic
awareness drive even among school students.
She directed the officials concerned to display
the signboards having details of fines related
to violation of traffic rules at public places
along with the awareness slogans. The DC was
apprised by RTO Dr RK Vishwakarma about
the steps which had already been taken on the
directive of the departmental authorities
concerned. The RTO said that the character
certificate and driving licences of drivers of
school buses had been verified and necessary
directions had been issued to schools to fol-
low traffic rules. He said that  two days in a
week had been fixed for launching a drive to

enforce the laws related to
seat belt and helmet
under the joint opera-
tion of Police and
Transport departments.
The meeting concluded
with a warning by the DC
that no laxity regarding
traffic awareness pro-

grammes would be tolerated. The meeting
was also attended by IG range Piyush
Srivastava, AD Health apart from officials of
Transport department.

HONOURED: District Magistrate Sushil
Kumar Patel honoured Suhani, a student of class
IV, who during the lockdown on the appeal of
the PM had donated her savings of �4,000 to
PM CARES Fund. She had made the contribu-
tion through the DM. She had saved the money
for her bicycle. Giving respect to her spirit DM
SK Patel decided to honour Suhani.  During a brief
programme organised at collectorate the DM hon-
oured Suhani, daughter of Sachindra Nath, a res-
ident of Ghantaghar Road, by presenting her a
bicycle and a tablet and wished her a bright
future. Suhani later thanked the DM. 
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The CEPC is organising its
second virtual exhibition

from September 29 to October
1  – buyer seller meet  with spe-
cial focus on Oceania Market. A
demo meeting through video
conferencing was held for par-
ticipating members recently. CEPC
Chairman Siddh Nath Singh,
members, COA, CEPC, Umesh
Kumar Gupta and Bodh Raj
Malhotra, Executive Director
Sanjay Kumar,  Sooraj Dhawan
of M/s Falcon Exhibitions Pvt
Ltd and participating members
attended the demo meeting.
CEPC Chairman Siddh Nath
Singh in his address said now
concept of virtual exhibition
was not new to the members
and they were aware about it. He
said their first virtual exhibition
was a grand success, members
got a good business and a num-
ber of inquiries. Although some

members were opposing the
virtual exhibition and had some
doubts. However, the success of
the first virtual exhibition
cleared all their doubts and
misconceptions, he added. He
said that he had not received
even a single complaint from any
of the participating members,
including technical support. It
shows that now technical team
as well as CEPC officials were
performing their duties effi-
ciently. Siddh Nath Singh said
that Council would come up
with more country/ region-spe-
cific virtual exhibitions in the
coming days.  CEPC Executive
Director Sanjay Kumar made  a
presentation on Australia and
Oceania Market. He said that
presently market share in
Australia was four per cent and
there was vast potential for
growth. GDP per capita in
Australia was dollar 57071 which
was almost near to  USA. Kumar

said that he had discussions with
Indian Mission in Australia and
it was informed that the govern-
ment there was  discarding
Chinese products. “Hence our
opportunities had increased
manifold and we need to explore
the market,” he said. Umesh
Kumar Gupta appreciated the
efforts of officials and shared his
personal experience of the first
virtual exhibition which was
excellent and he wished that they
would be able to achieve good
business during the upcoming
exhibition. Sooraj Dhawan of
M/s Falcon Exhibitions Pvt Ltd
clarified the doubts and queries
of members. Member COA,
CEPC, Bodh Raj Malhotra, pro-
posed the formal vote of thanks
to members and requested them
to be in contact with Sooraj
Dhawan’s team for technical
support. Malhotra conveyed his
best wishes to all participants for
their successful participation.
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On the directive of SP
Yashveer Singh and ASP Dr

Awadhesh Singh the surveillance
team recovered 22 lost mobile
phones. CO, Orai, Santosh
Kumar, handed over the mobile
phones to  Sunil Lohiya, Devdutt
Panchal, Abhishek Yadav,
Mukesh Pal, Pawan Kumar,
Doli Gupta, Ankit Prajapati,
Neetu, Shivram, Shyamsharan,
Ramlala, Vijay Kumar, Yogesh Kumar, Rajiv Kumar,

Sanjay Kumar, Rai Kumar,
Bhupendra, Dr Shashank Verma,
HariKrishna, Vakil Ahmed, Saurabh
Kumar and Ajay Kumar at Police
Lines, Orai, on Wednesday.  CO
said that the mobile phones
whose total worth was around �3
lakh had been handed over to their
owners. The team which recovered
the lost mobile phones comprised
S-I Ajay Kumar Singh, incharge,
Surveillance, and constables
Gaurav Bajpai, Jagdish Chandra,

Karamveer Singh and Rohit Rawat.
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District Magistrate Alok
Tiwari on Wednesday

directed doctors to prepare a
detailed report in case of a
COVID-19 death, mentioning
every detail of the patient, and
upload it on the Nagar Nigam
Control Room by 7:30 pm. 

He also asked the static
magistrates stationed in the
hospitals to monitor the
senior doctors in the ICU
and isolation wards as per the
new roster enforced from
Wednesday and send their
reports.

The district magistrate
said it was the duty of the
senior doctors on duty to
ensure that the moment a
patient reached the Level-3
hospital, the time of his/her
arrival, condition, health
details like oxygen level, blood
pressure, temperature, lung
condition and other details
were noted down. 

He said it was also the
duty of the senior doctors to

apprise the relatives of a
patient of even the minutest
details. He said they should
have an easy and open dia-
logue with the patients. He
cautioned the doctors that
there should be no complaint
regarding dialogue with the
patients’ relatives. 

He said if a patient died.
the doctors would have to
inform the relatives at the very
point of time. He said delay in
this regard would not be tol-
erated.

Tiwari said the static mag-
istrates had been stationed to
keep a strict vigil on the hos-
pital and they would be
answerable in case of derelic-
tion of duty. He said it was
their duty to ensure that all the
CCTV cameras of the ICU
and the isolation wards were
functioning and they were
not, to bring the issue to the
notice of the authority con-
cerned.

The district magistrate
later inspected the Kanshiram
Hospital where he directed the

chief medical superintendent
to hold dialogue with the kin
of the patients from time to
time and apprise them of the
condition of the patient,
including the treatment being
given to him/her.

He said it was also the
duty of the chief medical
superintendent to inform the
kin about the death of a
patient. 

He said the absence of
dialogue was leading to
aggression and violence in
the hospital and this had to be
attended to by the doctors in
the right earnest. 

Tiwari directed the static
magistrate to monitor the
entry and exit time of the doc-
tors. He said it was their
responsibility to ensure that
unless the reliever doctors
arrived, the person on duty
did not leave the hospital. 

He then interacted with
the kin of the patient who had
died on Tuesday. 

The district magistrate
also praised the hospital staff

for stabilising the condition of
a very critical patient due to
which he completely recov-
ered within a few days.

The district magistrate
was accompanied by addi-
tional city magistrate-II and
the chief medical officer.
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Kanpur Nagar reported

274  more coronavirus positive
cases on Wednesday  evening. 

According to a report 274
more people testing positive
between  Tuesday  evening and
Wednesday  evening, the tally
of the confirmed coronavirus
cases in the city had surged to
23545.

With 429 COVID-19
patients being discharged in the
last 24 hours, 18671 infected
people had been cured in the
city. 

Twelve COVID-19 deaths
were reported till Wednesday
evening, taking the death toll to
616. At present 4258 active
cases were  undergoing treat-
ment in the city. 
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District Magistrate Alok
Tiwari has appealed to the

residents of Kanpur Nagar to
keep themselves safe from
dengue which has raised its
head dangerously in the city. 

Tiwari directed the Kanpur
Nagar Nigam to spray anti-lar-
vae to check the breeding of the
mosquitoes. The Aedes mos-
quitoes which spread dengue
breed in clean water and as per
medical reports, they strike
mainly during daytime. 

Tiwari said people were
advised to keep their sur-
roundings clean and ensure
there was no stagnant water
around.

It may be mentioned here
that the district administration
has pulled up its socks after the
number of dengue death start-
ed increasing in the city.
Although the district adminis-
tration has admitted only four
dengue deaths, the fact is that
till date there have been over
two dozen deaths due to
dengue in Kanpur Nagar and
around it. The recent was the
death of an 11-year-old girl
who died of dengue as her
blood platelets decreased dan-
gerously. The anti-dengue and
anti-malaria drive is mainly on
paper and nothing concrete has
been done in this direction.
Despite several deaths till date,
the KNN has not even started
the fogging drive. This was the
first time that the district mag-
istrate addressed a meeting
and made an appeal to the peo-
ple.
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In the tug of war between the
district administration and

the medical officials, the former
has increased the offensive by
deploying six additional mag-
istrates to maintain a strict vigil
on doctors on duty, especially
in the LLR Hospital. The
administration has also
announced a new roster for the
senior doctors. 

Additional Chief
Secretary (Medical Education)
Rajneesh Dube issued direc-
tive through video confer-
encing that all the senior doc-
tors would take rounds of the
ICU after every two hours and
this would be monitored by
the magistrates. He said the

old roster of the Level-3 Covid
facility at LLR Hospital had
been scrapped and replaced
with a new one, specially for
senior doctors of medicine,
anaesthesia, paediatrics and
respirator medicine depart-
ments.

Dube said while these
doctors were placed on duty,
they would remain in quar-
antine and would not go back
home. He said in case of any
mismanagement, both the
doctors and the magistrates
would be held responsible. 

The additional chief sec-
retary expressed concern at
the LLR Hospital senior doc-
tors washing their hands off
the responsibility of the
COVID-19 deaths by claiming

that the patients arrived late. 
He said something had to

be done to bring down the
death rate of LLR Hospital
that was shooting up everyday. 

Dube said the absence of
doctors from the ICU of LLR
Hospital had been brought to
the notice of Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath. He said
instead of getting embroiled in
a blame game, it was essential
that doctors perform their
duties honestly and with full
transparency.

The additional chief sec-
retary directed the senior doc-
tors of LLR Hospital to do
their assigned duty for eight
hours. He said it was not that
they should just take a casual
round of the ICU and isola-

tion ward. 
Dube said it was manda-

tory that the senior doctors
and senior residents carry out
strict and active monitoring of
patients in the ICU and iso-
lation ward as well. He said
the death of eight patients in
quick succession at LLR
Hospital pointed to gross neg-
ligence and all loopholes had
to be plugged to bring down
the death rate. Prominent
among those with whom
Dube interacted through
video conferencing were
GSVM Medical  College
Principal Prof RB Kamal,  LLR
Hospital  Chief  Medical
Superintendent Dr Richa Giri,
Chief Medical Officer AK
Mishra and Dr Manish Singh.

Besides,  Divisional
Commissioner Raj Shekhar,
District Magistrate Alok
Tiwari, CDO Mahesh Kumar
and a few other officials also
interacted during the video
conference.  Although the
meeting was held in camera,
insiders report that there was
a verbal duel between the
district officials and the med-
ical officials. The medical
officials have expressed strong
resentment over the alleged
high-handedness of the dis-
trict administration. The
senior doctors were tight-
lipped but the senior residents
said there was massive resent-
ment and if it was not defused
it could prove to be a big prob-
lem in the time to come.
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K A N P U R ( P N S ) :
Although the district adminis-
tration has allowed the reopen-
ing of places of worship on cer-
tain terms, these conditions
have put the religious heads on
the horns of dilemma. The rea-
son is that the pattern of wor-
ship is different in different
religions. The district admin-
istration has imposed a strict
limit of 100 people during one
session of religious ceremony.
It has also imposed a strict ban
on sprinkling holy water or
touching of the statues/idols
inside the premises. The reli-
gious heads say that making it
mandatory for people to wear
masks, their thermal screening,
restriction on touching stat-
ues/idols, giving affidavit, sani-
tisation are all possible but one
fails to understand what the
district administration means
by the terms ‘premises’ and ‘five
people’. They say it has also not
been clarified 100 people can
enter in what size of premises
in one session and how the rest
of the people can be accom-
modated if they arrive for cer-
emony at a particular time. A
religious head asked if at one
time if 200 devotees arrived for
a religious ceremony and if 100
were allowed entry what would
the remaining 100 do? He said
would they have to wait for full
one-and-half hours or two
hours or they would have to
return home and come later.
He pointed out that there was
just one service on one partic-
ular day. He said there were
many issues but they were not
taken into consideration and
this would pose a big problem
for the religious heads when the
places of worship reopened as
even a minor violation could
put them in great trouble.
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Kanpur Development
Authority Vice Chairman

Rakesh Kumar Singh heard
the grievances of people at the
Janata Darshan programme
organised on Tuesday also. 

Taking up the 60 applica-
tions put up before him, he
directed the officers concerned
for their speedy disposal. Most
of applications related to prop-
erty, illegal possession, free-
hold, registry, mutation, refund
etc. 

The KDA VC directed the
officials for timely disposal of
these applications and fixed the
time limit for each grievance,
keeping in view the nature
and importance of the issue. 

On some of the applica-
tions, he fixed three days’ time
and for some others, the time
limit of seven and 15 days for
their settlement and submitting
report to him. 

He asked the officials to
ensure quick and timely dis-

posal of all applications
received in Janata Darshan and
warned that laxity would attract
strict penal action.

KDA Secretary SP Singh,
Additional Secretary Gudakesh
Sharma, Chief Engineer Basant
Lal, OSD Alok Kumar Verma,
Bhairpal Singh, executive engi-
neers Atul Mishra, Ashu Mittal,
Manoj Upadhyaya, RRP Singh,
Mukesh Agarwal, Law Officer

Shashi Bhushan Rai and other
officers/employees were pre-
sent.
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A teenaged girl was sexu-
ally exploited by her cousin
who promised to marry her, in
Barra police area. When the girl
conceived, he refused to marry

her. 
On the complaint of the

girl’s parent the police regis-
tered a case against the youth. 

The uncle and aunt of a 17-
year-old girl of Varun Vihar,
Barra, live in Lucknow. Their
son often visited Barra to meet
her and the girl would also visit
Lucknow at his place. The girl
alleged that during their visit,
her cousin established physical
relations with her several times.
Some time back, when her
uncle and aunt arrived at
Kanpur, they took her to
Lucknow with them with the
assurance of performing her
marriage. During her stay in
Lucknow, the cousin continued
to sexually exploit her. After she
conceived, she was sent back to
her Barra house. 

The victim said when she
informed her uncle, aunt and
lover that she was pregnant, he
refused to marry her. 

Barra SHO Harmit Singh
said the youth had been
booked under POCSO Act.
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Even as the Opposition con-
tinued to boycott

Parliament, Rajya Sabha
Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu
on Wednesday said he was
duty bound to take disciplinary
action against the eight MPs
although their suspension was
an “unpleasant” thing to do.
Justifying his action, he also
said the opposition has the
right to protest but the question
is how it should be done.

Addressing the house
before adjourning the house
sine die, Naidu also appreciat-
ed the role of Parliament staff
and said holding a session
during this pandemic required
some innovative thinking and
elaborate planning, well in
advance.

Secretary-General, Rajya
Sabha and his team in the
Secretariat as also the
Parliament Security Service
and other agencies including
the Central Public Works
Department (CPWD) who
worked behind the scenes, “did
not fail me in this regard. I
would like to put on record my
appreciation for the efforts
made by them.”  The Members
present in the House lauded the
contribution by thumping the
desk.

As regards the events in the
last three days, Naidu said he
was duty bound to uphold the
dignity of the rules, standards
and values of the Upper House.
He also said the Rules do pro-
vide for such suspension when
it becomes inevitable.

In his concluding remarks
before the Rajya Sabha was
adjourned eight days ahead of
the schedule, the Chairman
said the floor of the august
House was the most effective
platform for contestation of
ideas. 

However, if boycott is done
for a longer period, it amounts
to leaving the very platform
that enables members to effec-
tively convey their ideas,
besides contesting those of
others.

Referring to the letter he
had received from Leader of
Opposition Ghulam Nabi
Azad and others urging the
House not to pass the three
labour codes, the Chairman

said there have been a number
of precedents when the busi-
ness was taken up as per
schedule and bills were
approved in the wake of boy-
cott or walkout by some mem-
bers. 

In this context, he cited the
passage of the Finance Bill and
Appropriation Bill in 2013.

Naidu said had the letter
suggested the postponement of
bill by stating that they would
attend the House, he would
have discussed the issue with
the government. He said there

was no such assurance. On the
other hand some of the mem-
bers justified what they had
done. Therefore, he decided to
go ahead with the bills, he said.

The Chairman said for
the first time in this history of
this House, a notice of motion
was given for the removal of
the Deputy Chairman and it
was rejected. He pointed out
that the mandatory 14 days
advance notice was not given.

Referring to the develop-
ments surrounding this
unprecedented move, he said

they have been deeply painful
for all those who hold the
stature and the dignity of this
House dear to their hearts. He
appealed to the members to
ensure that such unseemly
behaviour was not repeated.

Though it was not the
first time that some members
were suspended and Bills
passed when some sections of
the House boycotted the pro-
ceedings, Naidu said “I find it
extremely unpalatable. This
kind of a situation needs to be
avoided by all means.” 
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Cutting short its scheduled
18 sittings amidst rising

Covid-19 scare, the Lok Sabha
was adjourned sine die on
Wednesday after passing the
Major Ports Bill, 2020, and 24
others previously, including
the contentious farmers bills.
Speaker Om Birla described
the session as “historic” and
congratulated members for
attending the Parliament in
“difficult situation” and fully
observing the “health protocol”.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi walked into the house as
the house was in the process of
passing the Major Ports bill ,
2020. The opposition had boy-
cotted the session.

On the concluding day
during the zero hour majority
of the issues were raised by the
BJP members though a few
TDP and YSR Congress Party
members and AIADMK also
spoke  on the subjects relating
to their States and
Constituencies.

BJP MP Uday Pratap
Singh(BJP) said the Modi-
Government which brought
milestone legislations on
Triple-talaq, article 370, farm-
ers bills and ‘resolved’ Ram
temple issue, should bring a
law for the control of popula-
tion which, he said is the  one
of the main causes of unem-
ployment, exploitation and
corruption. He said law to
control population was the
need of the time.

Many of the issues raised
were relating to Bihar as MP
Rajiv Pratap Rudy said the
development work undertak-

en by the State Government
would ensure its victory in the
October-November poll. One
of the members from Mizoram
sought speeding up of the
shifting  of Assam Rifles head-
quarters outside Aizawl which
he said would solve the prob-
lem conflict between Assam
Rifles and civilians.

Expressing happiness over
the high 167 per cent produc-
tivity in the monsoon session,
the Speaker said during zero
hour 370 issues were raised
and  in particular mentioned
September 20 when, he said,
the  house sat for late night
with 88 MPs raising their
issues. He said 855 papers
were also laid by the ministers
during the  session.

Birla also mentioned the
long and comprehensive   dis-
cussion undertaken by the
house on the Covid19 situa-
tion.

Before passing the Major
Port bill, 2020, Union Minister

for Shipping (Ind) Mansukh
Mandaviya said the last port
act was 1963,when the ports
used to run in service model.
“ Now in 2020 we need to
bring technology to the ports.
The PPE model can bring
technology”, he said.

He stated that in the last
five years things in ports has
improved and Calcutta port
which was running losses is
now  earning profit  and work-
ers receiving regular salaries
and pension.

BJD MP Anubhav
Mohanty while supporting the
bill requested the government
to rename Paradip port after
former Odisha Chief Minister
Biju Patnaik.

YSRCP MP sought the
government that States should
also be taken into considera-
tion in the development of
ports as he said “port board
cannot decide alone on the
development of the port”, he
said.
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The Supreme Court
Wednesday directed a

Delhi Legislative Assembly
panel not to take coercive
action against Facebook India
VP and MD Ajit Mohan till
October 15 in connection with
a summon asking him to
depose before it with regard to
north east Delhi riots.

Delhi Assembly’’s peace
and harmony committee had
issued a notice to Facebook
India vice president and man-
aging director in connection
with complaints accusing the
social media giant of deliber-
ately not taking action to curb
hateful content on its platform.

A bench of Justices Sanjay
Kishan Kaul, Aniruddha Bose
and Krishna Murari issued
notices to the secretary of the
Legislative Assembly, the min-
istries of Law and Justice,
Home Affairs, Electronics and
IT, Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha, represented by the
Secretary General, and Delhi
Police, asking them to respond
to the plea.

The apex court’’s order
came on the plea filed by
Mohan, Facebook India
Online Services Pvt. Ltd and
Facebook, Inc, which con-
tended that the committee
lacks the power to summon or
hold petitioners in breach of its
privileges for failing to appear
and it was exceeding its con-
stitutional limits.

They challenged the
September 10 and 18 notices
issued by the committee that
sought Mohan’’s presence
before the panel which is
probing the Delhi riots in
February and FB’’s role in
spread of alleged hate speech-
es.

Senior advocate Harish
Salve, appearing for Mohan,
submitted that committee 
cannot decide the breach of
privilege of the house and
administrative control over
social media is with the
Central Government.

“Privilege is something to
be decided by the Assembly. A
committee cannot decide
whether action on privilege
can be taken or not,” Salve said
adding that the Delhi
Government could not put
Mohan “in the pain of pun-
ishment” by asking him to
appear before the Committee.
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday asked the

Centre to clarify by Friday the
modalities of refund of air
tickets to be made to the pas-
sengers and travel agents in
view of cancellation of flights
during the COVID-19
induced lockdown period.  

The top court asked the
Centre to file a fresh affidavit
by September 25, with regard
to issues relating to modalities
of ticket refunds on which
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta conceded that the
instant affidavit is poorly
drafted.

A bench of Justices Ashok
Bhushan, R Subhash Reddy
and M R Shah said that it is
only concerned with refund
and non-refund of money for
tickets booked during the
lockdown period.  

It was hearing a plea which
has raised the issue of air
tickets refund owing to can-
cellation of flights due to
COVID-19 induced lockdown
which had commenced from
March 25.

Senior advocate Sanjay
Hegde, appearing for NGO
‘Pravasi Legal Cell’, said that if
one books tickets in airlines
like Air India, Indigo etc and
fly out of India then the affi-
davit filed by Director General
Civil Aviation (DGCA) is
applicable.  

He said that the DGCA
should also cover people for
refund, who have booked
flights on these carriers to
come back to India like in the
Gulf Countries and therefore
the issue needs to be sorted.  

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for Ministry
of Civil Aviation and DGCA,
said that the Government has
taken a decision of refund
keeping in mind the welfare of
all and an appropriate solution
has been worked out.
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Contrary to the expecta-
tions, while coronavirus-

induced lockdown did not help
improve Ganga’s water quality,
experts have asserted saying
that, in fact, it deteriorated.
Release of sewage and no fresh
water discharge from the
upstream is said to be the rea-
son for the deterioration. 

In fact, Ganga is not alone.
The water quality of Beas,
Chambal, Sutlej and
Swarnarekha also did not com-
ply with the primary water
quality criteria for outdoor
bathing during the lockdown
period since March, this year,
as per a new report by the
Central Pollution Control
Board.

In contrast, seven out of 19
major rivers in India recorded
an improvement in water qual-
ity in April during the nation-
wide lockdown period, said the
report released on Wednesday.

The report titled,
“Assessment of Impact of
Lockdown on Water Quality of
Major Rivers”, attributed the
worsening report card of the
Ganges to the discharge of
untreated or partially treated
sewage, negligible or dry sea-
sonal flow that increases con-
centration of pollution and no
fresh water discharges from the
upstream.

The river’s water quality
had worsened in many stretch-
es, the analysis suggested not-

ing that the Ganges’ compli-
ance with primary water qual-
ity reduced from 64.6 per cent
to 46.2 per cent during the
lockdown period.

The report said that seven
out of 19 major rivers in India
recorded an improvement in
water quality in April during
the nationwide lockdown peri-
od, which was  enforced for 68
days from March 25 in a bid to
contain the viral outbreak.

The seven rivers that
showed an improvement in
water quality include Brahmani.
The primary water quality cri-
teria such as taking outdoor

baths in Brahmani improved
from 85 % during the pre-lock-
down period to 100% when the
restrictions were in place.

The corresponding
improvement for the other six
rivers are: Brahmaputra (87.5
per cent to 100 per cent);
Cauvery (90.5 per cent to 96.97
per cent); Godavari (65.8 per
cent to 78.4 per cent); Krishna
(84.6 per cent to 94.4 per cent);
Tapi (77.8 per cent to 87.5 per
cent) and Yamuna (42.8 per
cent to 66.67 per cent).

The report attributed the
worsening report card of the
Ganges to the discharge of
untreated or partially treated
sewage; negligible or dry sea-
sonal flow that increases con-
centration of pollution and no
fresh water discharges from
the upstream.

Baitarani, Mahanadi,
Narmada and Pennar rivers
were 100 per cent compliant as
far as taking outdoor baths
were concerned.
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The Government has
empowered the National

Investigation Agency (NIA) to
probe offences under the
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Act in
order to make it independent
in terms of investigation of
drug trade and linkages with
terror funding.

The Revenue Department
of Union Finance Ministry has
issued a Gazette notification in
this regard.

Section 53 of NDPS Act
allows the Centre to entrust any
officer with “the powers of a
police station for the investiga-
tion of the offences under this
Act.’’

The NIA was established as
a federal anti-terror probe
agency a year after the 26/11
Mumbai serial terror attacks to
investigate terror crimes with
inter-State or international ram-
ifications. Through an amend-
ment in the NIA Act last year,
the agency was also empowered
with the jurisdiction to probe
cases related to human traffick-
ing, counterfeit currency notes
and cyber terrorism but nar-
cotics cases were still out of its
purview. 

However, the latest Gazette
notification signed by the Under

Secretary in the Revenue
Department of the Finance
Ministry Biswajit Sarkar enlarges
the authority of the NIA to probe
drugs-related crimes.

Officials did not rule out the
possibility of the NIA stepping
into investigating the larger
issues of drug-related crimes in
Bollywood with suspected links
to syndicates in foreign shores.
The linkages of Bollywood per-
sonalities with drug consump-
tion and involvement with drug
syndicates has come to the fore
following the probe by the
Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) into the drug peddling
network in connection with the
mysterious death of film star
Sushant Singh Rajput. 

The Enforcement
Directorate that is probing the
money laundering aspect in a
case related to Rajput’s death first
flagged the drug connection in
Bollywood. The CBI is sepa-
rately probing the criminal
aspect of the death of Rajput.

The empowerment of the
NIA with probes into NDPS
cases will also help the agency in
systematically busting the link-
ages between terror modules
and narco-terrorism especially
those related to syndicates in
Jammu and Kashmir and
Punjab as also the Northeast and
in Naxal-hit areas, officials
added. 
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Even as its Covid-19 COV-
AXIN enters Phase II

human clinical trials in India,
Hyderabad-based vaccine
manufacturer Bharat Biotech
on Wednesday announced ink-
ing a pact with Washington
University School of Medicine
in St. Louis for a novel chimp-
adenovirus, single dose
intranasal vaccine for the coro-
navirus.

Bharat Biotech owns the
rights to distribute the vaccine
in all markets except USA,
Japan and Europe.

While the Phase I trials
will take place in Saint Louis
University’s Vaccine and
Treatment Evaluation Unit,
Bharat Biotech, upon obtain-
ing the required regulatory
approval, will pursue further
stages of clinical trials in
India and undertake large
scale manufacture of the vac-
cine at its GMP facility locat-
ed in Genome Val ley,

Hyderabad.
“We are proud to collab-

orate on this innovative vac-
cine. We envision that we
will scale this vaccine to 1 bil-
lion doses, translating to 1 bil-
lion individuals vaccinated
receiving a single-dose regi-
men. An intranasal vaccine
will not only be simple to
administer but reduce the
use of medical consumables
such as needles, syringes, etc.,
significantly impacting the
overall cost of a vaccination
drive,” said Dr. Krishna Ella,
Chairman and Managing
Director of Bharat Biotech.
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Flight Lieutenant Shivangi
Singh will be the first

woman fighter pilot to fly the
sophisticated Rafale fighter jets
recently inducted into the IAF
at its Ambala airbase.

Varanasi-born Singh was
commissioned into the IAF in
2017 as part of the second
batch of women fighter pilots.
At present, she is flying Mig-21
jets and her conversion training
to fly the Rafales has com-
menced, sources said here on
Wednesday.

After rigorous training, she
will join the ‘Golden Arrows’
squadron of the Rafales at
Ambala some months later. 

Prior to this assignment,
she was flying MIG-21s some-
where in the Rajasthan sector.
Her course-mate Flight
Lieutenant Pratibha is all set to
fly another frontline jet SU-30
shortly, sources added. It will be
another first one for women
fighter pilots. At present, there
are ten women fighter pilots in
the IAF.
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Saudi Arabia on Wednesday sus-
pended all flights travel to and

from India in the wake of the
increasing number of Covid-19 cases.

In a circular issued, Saudi
Arabia’s General Authority of Civil
Aviation (GACA) said it was “sus-

pending travel to and from the fol-
lowing countries (India, Brazil and
Argentina) including any person
who has been in any of the men-
tioned countries above in the last 14
days prior to their arrival to the
Kingdom”.

India and Brazil are among the
worst affected countries due to coro-

navirus pandemic. India stood at sec-
ond place, followed by Brazil in the
case of coronavirus cases.

However, passengers who have
official Government invitations
have been excluded from this sus-
pension. The GACA circular —
titled “Suspension of travel to
countries where the Covid-19 virus

has  outbreak” was marked to all
the airlines and chartered flight
companies operating at the Saudi
Arabia’s airports. In March this
year, Saudi Arabia had suspended
all  flights  from  and  to  India  
due  to spread in coronavirus
cases.

Saudi Arabia and the UAE

host a significant Indian migrant
population. Five days back, Air
India Express had said the Dubai
Civil Aviation Authority (DCAA)
suspended its flights for 24 hours
for bringing two passengers with
Covid-positive certificates on
August 28 and September 4.

Hong Kong also banned Air

India flights from Sunday till
October 3 after a few passengers on
its flight on Friday tested positive
for Covid-19 post arrival

According to rules of the UAE
Government, every passenger trav-
elling from India is required to
bring an original Covid-negative
certificate.



The police ought to be the
natural, visible and trust-
ed representative of the
Government to immedi-
ately address any con-

cern or perceived danger by the cit-
izenry. Personnel are expected to be
accessible, unbiased and positively
interventionist to address any cri-
sis. Maintenance of “law and order”
is their foremost function. In a
wounded and increasingly polarised
society like India, where the soci-
etal faultlines and suspicions run
deep, it is only the supposedly-apo-
litical and “independent” institu-
tions like the police that can theo-
retically rein in violent tempers, pas-
sion and hatred unleashed by those
who have vested interest in keeping
the societal pot boiling. From con-
trolling secessionist movements,
insurgencies, civic/communal riots,
vandalism, traffic, mob control,
theft, crime etc — the laundry list
of policing duties is unforgivingly
long. Many individuals from the
policing forces across the country
have distinguished themselves with
supreme courage, conduct and dig-
nity to uphold the lofty motto of
Satyameva Jayate (Truth alone
Triumphs). However, collectively
the institutional image of the police
in the public consciousness is far
from the desired levels of probity,
independence and empathic moor-
ings. 

Over the last few decades, the
spectre of communal riots in 1984,
2002 or even the latest communal
riots in February in Delhi, have
raised serious questions about the
institution’s conduct. Almost always,
the standard concerns of partisan
preferences, apathetic behaviour,
dilly-dallying and capitulation have
dominated the post-mortem of
each of these strifes with all ruling
national and State parties guilty of
complicity in the same, whenever
in power. The convenience, lure and
utility of a beholden police force
make for incalculable comfort for
those in power, who ensure that the
plethora of police reform commit-
tee reports over the years continues
gathering dust. Various reform
committees, led by Prakash Singh,
Soli Sorabjee, VA Malimath, K
Padmanabhaiah and JF Ribeiro,
have attempted to professionalise
and rescue the institution from the
clutches of vested interests, but bar-
ring minor changes triggered by the
Supreme Court’s intervention, the
essential narrative and outcome
remain the same.

The recent 17,000-page
chargesheet by the Delhi Police,
that has named 15 people under
the sections of the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act, of the
Indian Penal Code and Arms
Act, has re-ignited the debate of
institutional credibility. The
father of the “All-India
Administrative Services” (of
which the Indian Police Service
is an integral part), Sardar Patel,
famously said, “…these people
are the instrument. Remove
them and I see nothing, but a
picture of chaos all over the
country.” While the policing
institution was certainly not
removed, it did not live up to the
expectations as the larger picture
of civic chaos, corruption and
deteriorating law and order is
attributable, to an extent, on its
conduct. 

Already the harsher insur-
gencies have been essentially
outsourced by the State Police to
the Indian Army or to the
Central Armed Police Forces.
The frequency at which the
Army is requisitioned to conduct
flag-marches, control civic disor-
der or handle natural disasters
does not show the State Police
forces in a glowing light. 

The significance of Delhi in
the national imagination, owing
to its status as the capital of the
nation, makes Delhi Police the
cynosure of administrative effi-
cacy. From the offices of the
Central Government, Supreme
Court, foreign embassies, mul-
tilateral organisations to the
sprawling metropolis of 17 mil-
lion residents — the responsibil-

ity and privilege of maintaining
Shanti Sewa Nyaya (Peace,
Service, Justice) is on the largest
metropolitan police service in the
world. Despite over 80,000 per-
sonnel, Delhi Police is clearly
overstretched with over 25 per
cent of its staff committed to VIP
duties and securing large-scale
events that are typical to any cap-
ital city — leaving too few, to
handle the restive city effective-
ly. It has the unwanted distinc-
tion of having the maximum
number of complaints regis-
tered against its own personnel.
Frequent accusations of inaction,
corruption and even collusion
further mar the perception. The
institutional rifts within were
apparent from a very public
and embarrassing siege of its
headquarters by thousands of
police personnel revolting and
complaining against their own
senior officers last year. The
oddity of Delhi Police coming
under the jurisdiction of the
Ministry of Home Affairs, as
opposed to the elected Delhi
Government, has been a con-
stant bone of contention for
successive regimes. The implied
concern is the plausible political
influence exerted on the Delhi
Police by the Central
Government. While there are
good functional reasons for this,
as is done in major metropolitan
police forces of global capitals,
the concerns of undue political
influence are increasingly hard to
ignore.

Irrespective of the
Governments in power, the nar-
rative has been disconcerting.

The Delhi High Court had noted
about the 1984 riots, “Though
we boast of being the world’s
largest democracy and Delhi
being its national Capital, the
sheer mention of the incidents of
1984 anti-Sikh riots in general
and the role played by Delhi
Police and state machinery in
particular makes our heads hang
in shame in the eyes of the world
polity.” It is that lingering senti-
ment of kowtowing to the pow-
ers-that-be that has again sullied
the optics accompanying the
chargesheet pertaining to the
Delhi riots. Indeed, the perpetra-
tors and instigators of such vio-
lence are rarely one-sided, but the
posited optics of a virtual clean
chit to one side of the protesters
raises extremely dangerous and
political portents for the policing
institution, as also for the nation.
Importantly, the Commissioner
of Delhi Police has clarified that
they, “had questioned persons
without regard to their religion
and party affiliation.” Yet some
hard data continues fanning
concerns. Delhi Police’s recent
campaign of Dil ki Police (Police
with Heart) — with a heart
replacing the ‘o’ in Police — has
to go beyond slick slogans and
denials as the chargesheet could
have reflected a more nuanced
diversity of purported arsonists.
Now, eyes are on Delhi Police to
uphold Shanti Sewa Nyaya,
“without regard to religion and
party affiliation” as was con-
firmed by its Commissioner. 

(The writer, a military vet-
eran, is a former Lt Governor of
Andaman & Nicobar Islands)
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Sir — Japan welcomed its newly
elected Prime Minister Yoshihide
Suga, replacing Shinzo Abe, who
stepped down due to ill health
after nearly eight years in office.
India and Japan have had strong
relations with the latter funding
80 per cent of the Mumbai-
Ahmedabad bullet train project
through a soft loan of � 79,000
crore at an interest rate of 0.1 per
cent, with a tenure stretching
over 50 years and a moratorium
period of 15 years. Now the onus
of continuing the relation lies on
Suga. Only time will tell if he will
be successful in continuing Abe’s
legacy. 

Rahul Chouhan
Ujjain
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���������	���
Sir — Eighteen Opposition par-
ties wrote to the President urg-
ing him not to sign the farm Bills
passed in the Parliament. In the
letter, the parties brought to his
attention how the process was an
“absolute and total murder of
democracy, ironically in the
most hallowed temple of democ-
racy, Parliament.” After the dis-
appointing show of arrogance by

the Government, the President
should return the Bills and
uphold the sanctity of the con-
stitution.

Bhagwan Thadani
Mumbai
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�����������	���
Sir — India and China have
agreed to stop sending more
troops to their respective sides of

Line of Actual Control (LAC) in
eastern Ladakh. The major deci-
sion taken during the sixth
round of talks between the two
countries came as a whiff of fresh
air. However, various media
houses have reported that China
has doubled its total number of
air bases near LAC, upgrading its
military infrastructure. It is time
for China to realise that escalat-
ing tension at the LAC would be

counter-productive. Can it let the
US get more support from the
region?

KV Seetharamaiah
Hassan
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������������	��
Sir — As per the data compiled
by the Ministry of Labour and
Employment, more than one
crore migrant labourers returned

to their home States on foot dur-
ing March and June. This also
includes those who travelled
during the lockdown. As per pro-
visional available information,
81,385 accidents occurred on the
roads (including national high-
ways) during the said period with
29,415 fatalities. Now that the
Government has the data on the
number of deaths, it should
ensure compensation for the
families of the deceased. It can-
not say there is no data.

Najibullah 
Mumbai

��������������������
Sir — As Indian garment
exports face stiff competition
from neighbouring countries,
encouraging the handloom sec-
tor can help revive the industry.
Showcasing products with
unique designs and skills can
attract considerable attention of
the international buyers. The
Government should make it
compulsory for every licensed
textile mill to set up a handloom
unit in its compound. 

Madhu Agrawal
Chandni Chowk
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The 12-hour military commander-level
meeting, the first after the five-point con-
sensus at Moscow, has once again ended

with all indicators pointing towards a stalemate.
India, on its part, is buoyed with the brilliant pre-
emptive tactical actions on August 29-30, lead-
ing to gaining control of dominating tactical fea-
tures on our side of the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) on the southern bank of Pangong Tso. This
was followed by readjustments of defences on the
northern bank, gaining domination over the
Fingers area where the Chinese have transgressed
and are unwilling to restore status quo antebel-
lum. 

The manoeuvres of the Indian Army have
empowered the Indian negotiators to hold par-
leys from a position of strength. However,
China, through its mouthpiece, Global Times, and
other State-owned and controlled media, remains
in constant denial mode, blaming India instead
for the current military stand-off. Despite the
Chinese claims, Xi Jinping, the Chinese President
and strongman, is acknowledged globally as the
aggressor in pursuance of his cherished dream
of becoming the strongest and the most power-
ful world leader.

The Indian stand so far has been determined,
consistent and firm. India has outrightly reject-
ed the Chinese suggestion of “meeting halfway.”
India rightly insists on its demand of “first-in,
first-out,” considering the fact that it was the
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) troops who vio-
lated the established agreements and protocols
and made multi-pronged transgressions into our
territory in eastern Ladakh in early May. The PLA
is also guilty of not adhering to the decisions
arrived at during the first Corps Commanders
meeting on June 5 for de-escalation and dis-
engagement, leading to the ugly clashes at
Galwan. 

The Galwan clashes, resulting in fatalities on
both sides, made India and the world realise that
it was a well-planned cartographic aggression by
the Chinese with the express consent of the
Central Military Commission (CMC) led by Xi.
The obstinate attitude displayed by the Chinese
thereafter proves beyond doubt that the final
decision will also be taken by none other than
Xi whose “China dream” and personal ambition
are stake.

Xi is a career politician, privileged to have
been born with a “Red spoon” in his mouth. His
father, Xi Zhongxun, was “Red royalty”, a hero
of the Communist revolution who later fell out
with Mao Zedong, according to Ananth
Krishnan, an acknowledged China-watcher.
After the purging of his father, Xi was shifted to
rural China from the privileged living in Central
Beijing, the area earmarked for the then Chinese
elite. Xi struggled thereafter to enter the youth
wing of the Communist Party and the final accep-
tance into the party is well-documented and an
example of focussed determination, perseverance
and hardship. Despite being born into the “Red
royalty,” he was not parachuted to the top and
had to struggle his way through at every stage.
His initial background and subsequent struggle
to rise to power had made him ambitious and
adamant. 

Xi took over the reins of the party when it
was in a disarray. He, therefore, began to con-

solidate his power and gradually
became all-powerful through com-
plete centralisation of authority. He
brought to an end the “collective lead-
ership” system in the Communist Party
of China (CPC). He not only managed
to gain hold of all the top three posts
in China but also had a resolution
passed for abolishing the President’s
term limit, enabling him to rule indef-
initely. This act of his has not gone
down well with the young and aspiring
leaders within the CPC who see a dark
future for them with bleak chances of
rising to the top. Like all authoritarian
leaders, Xi, too, has a fair number of dis-
sidents and domestic opponents.

During his consolidation of power
among other things, he has relied a lot
upon emphasis on ideology and nation-
alism. Xi believes that the communist
ideology must prevail upon every-
thing else among the Chinese populace.
The “3 W” strategy enunciated for the
PLA is aimed at promoting and ensur-
ing compliance of the ideology. 

The PLA, as is well-known, is not
a national army but the army of the
CPC. Moreover, Xi’s reliance on the
indoctrinated cadre of the United
Front Work Department over career
diplomats, while appointing ambas-
sadors to South Asian and other target
countries, indicates his preference for
ideology over diplomacy to carry for-
ward his pet Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) project. Xi has also given a new
image of aggressiveness and assertive-
ness to the Chinese diplomacy through
“wolf warrior” diplomats. He wants to
be recognised as the most powerful
Chinese leader by challenging the
supremacy of the American President.

To fulfil his ambition and imbibe
nationalism, Xi has announced his

roadmap in what is referred to as the
“China Dream.” 

“President Xi’s dream is of a
stronger nation with a strong military,”
according to Liu Mingfu, a retired
Chinese colonel and author. The under-
lying idea behind the “China Dream”
is to restore the ex-Middle Kingdom’s
glory and regain the Chinese suprema-
cy through expansionism. It is also
aimed at minimising internal dissension
through national unity. Xi’s ambition is
to make China not only stronger but
assertive as well. This is a very critical
year for Xi in his roadmap for realis-
ing the “China Dream” by 2049, the
centenary year of the People’s Republic
of China. There are two intermediary
goalposts in 2021 and 2025. This year
is the launchpad for 2021, the 100th
anniversary of the CPC.  Xi had
promised the nation that by 2020 he
would ensure poverty relief by bring-
ing all Chinese above the poverty line
and strengthen national defence and the
Chinese armed forces.

However, the Chinese economy
had begun to show a downward trend
in 2019 itself when China’s growth
dropped to its slowest pace in nearly
three decades. With the outbreak of the
Covid-19 pandemic, Xi was certain that
he would not be able to meet his
promised economic targets in 2020.
Despite the bold face being put up by
China, it is certain that its economy is
undergoing a crisis. The banking sys-
tem is the worst-hit, with growing
unemployment and disrupted global
supply chains adding to the pressure.

The centralisation works well as
long as the going is good. But in times
of crisis, many dissenting voices are
raised. Xi is now facing a similar situ-
ation at home. As is evident, nothing

moves in China without his approval or
consent. Xi has obviously failed to meet
his promised economic targets to
remove poverty and is facing a huge
challenge to his authority. Any pullback
at this time by the PLA troops will be
viewed as a defeat for China, thus negat-
ing his second goalpost as well of a
stronger military. 

Can Xi at this juncture afford to
take this risk and relent? That is why
the Chinese media is talking of a “long
haul” through the winters. Xi’s calcu-
lation is based on the premise that a
prolonged deployment would affect the
Indian economy more than the Chinese
one. He is mistaken. India stands unit-
edly to safeguard its territorial integri-
ty and would not yield till China
vacates from the transgressed areas. On
the other hand, he is faced with grow-
ing dissension at home.

Despite the propaganda unleashed
by the State-controlled media of the
invincibility of the PLA forces, Xi is
uncertain of an assured victory. Even
a stalemate would be viewed as an
Indian victory and a Chinese failure.
There is no dearth of dissenters at home
waiting for his failure and ensure that
he doesn’t get a second chance. Xi is
faced with a dilemma of relent or
retreat. Knowing the ambitious persona
of Xi, he is unlikely to yield ground to
his dissenters so easily. Rather than
being forced to resign, he would pre-
fer to relent at an opportune time and
order the PLA to vacate. How and when
is a matter of negotiations and timing.
Meanwhile, India should not dither
under any circumstances.

(The author is a Jammu-based vet-
eran, political commentator and  secu-
rity and strategic analyst. The views
expressed are personal.)
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The Coronavirus pandemic has
prompted billions to seek shel-
ter in their homes as countries

across the world have gone into lock-
downs at different times and in many
phases. Although doing so has checked
the spread of the virus to a certain
extent, it has not slowed the progres-
sion of other diseases. Therefore, the
need to find innovative ways to stem
and treat such diseases grows daily and
for many countries, telemedicine has
provided a cheap and practical way to
meet this need. 

It is a quintessential example of the
Fourth Industrial Revolution in action
and is an area in which India has
already demonstrated its ability to lead.

Few interventions are as conducive to
piloting ambitious telemedicine in
India than tobacco cessation and
there are three reasons for this.

First, as the Foundation for a
Smoke-Free World’s India Report
shows, tobacco use is widely prevalent
in the country and its results are dev-
astating. There are nearly 270 million
adult users of tobacco in India. Experts
estimate that tobacco use is responsi-
ble for nearly 10 per cent of all deaths
in the country and the resulting eco-
nomic burden amounts to more than
one per cent of the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP). This figure rises
when we consider the economic toll
of tobacco-related disability and other
indirect costs. Ultimately, the burden
of tobacco use constrains healthcare,
particularly for the poor. 

Second, many of those most
affected by tobacco use live in places
with few specialists to provide cessa-
tion services. The shortage of health-
care providers is acute in these regions
where brick-and-mortar clinics are few
and far in between. India already suf-
fers from a shortage of healthcare
providers, with only one doctor for

every 1,400 people and only one hos-
pital bed for every 2,000 people (well
below the World Health Organisation’s
recommended norms). 

Third, unlike many other medical
conditions, treating tobacco addiction
and diagnosing its sequelae, such as
oral cancers, can often be done
remotely. Tobacco cessation is predi-
cated on counselling for behaviour,
which can be effectively delivered via
telemedicine platforms. India has
more cases of oral cancer than any-
where else in the world due to the pop-
ularity of smokeless tobacco products
in the country.

The scale of tobacco use and its
resulting harms, its disproportionate toll
on those in rural areas and the ability
to effectively treat it and diagnose many
of its sequelae make it a natural con-
tender for telemedicine. However,
some structural changes are required to
successfully integrate telemedicine in
the healthcare sector’s arsenal.
Specifically, the three “Ds” — doctors,
diagnostics and data —   require
redoubled focus in this context. The
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare’s
recently-notified Telemedicine Practice

Guidelines provide a scope for regis-
tered medical professionals (RMPs) to
familiarise themselves with telemedi-
cine. The guidelines include instruc-
tions for RMPs to maintain digital
records of patients, including evaluation
and management reports.

Doctors may still require guidance
to select appropriate software and
technology that can help streamline
these tasks. Though specialised digital
applications to facilitate cessation are
available, doctor awareness is the key
to unfetter their use-case. Additionally,
issues of medical ethics and liabilities
need to be addressed, to build patient
trust.

The second critical area is invest-
ments in diagnostics. Recent experi-
ments with tele-diagnostic services in
Maharashtra have enabled the use of
photos to detect early cases of oral can-
cer and identify at-risk patients. This
ensures that RMPs can make clinical
evaluations to identify early onset of dis-
eases to reduce the time between diag-
nosis and treatment. 

The country requires similar inter-
ventions that leverage the combination
of widespread smartphone access and
state-of-the art diagnostics. But scale
requires private sector investments,
based on a profitable business model. 

Diagnostics capabilities can likely be
bolstered through hub-and-spoke
telemedicine models to ensure access to
larger markets at reduced rates of ser-
vice distribution. Moreover, the use of
Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Machine
Learning (ML) to augment diagnostic
capabilities of physicians can also reduce
healthcare costs. Studies estimated that
the use of this model to treat stroke
patients can reduce costs by 10 per cent. 

India’s fragmented healthcare
ecosystem has multiple public, private,
and individual healthcare providers.

Therefore, it is often a challenge for
healthcare professionals to maintain
robust medical records. Even when they
do, such records are not easily portable,
and patients rarely get timely access.
Digitisation of health records can help
doctors administer appropriate treat-
ment and create a knowledge bank that
will help officials understand trends in
public health, such as the burden of
tobacco use. 

It is important that such solutions
are designed as open data ecosystems,
subject to user audits and not as vulner-
able single points of failure. Studies indi-
cate that high, out-of-pocket expendi-
ture on healthcare pushes around 32-39
million citizens below the poverty line
every year. 

Telemedicine services offer an
opportunity to leapfrog traditional con-
straints to quality healthcare. The three
“Ds” offer the means to unlock such
potential and reduce the healthcare bur-
den that is a consequence of widespread
tobacco use.

(Shah is research manager at the
Foundation for a Smoke-Free World and
Sharan is, partner, Koan Advisory Group.
The views expressed are personal.)
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Script Open High Low LTP
RELIANCE 2275 2276.5 2206.15 2229.55
BHARTIARTL 470 470 423.95 433.9
IDEA 10.2 10.2 8.81 9.22
DRREDDY 5250 5280 5063.45 5100.4
VOLTAS 660.8 676.6 653.5 666.3
TCS 2510 2517 2410 2467.15
CIPLA 785 785 762.05 766.9
MFSL 594 604.65 582.2 588.7
INFY 1016.35 1037.1 1001.55 1019.65
INDUSINDBK 545 553.6 519.25 527.65
BAJFINANCE 3339.5 3343.9 3201.1 3242.85
DIVISLAB 3265 3288 3125.5 3139.05
TATAMOTORS 135.95 136.8 128 131.35
HDFCBANK 1040 1055 1034.65 1047.55
HCLTECH 831.3 844.5 810.15 814.35
SBIN 188.8 188.8 181 183.8
BANDHANBNK 270.6 273 261.1 268
ZEEL 200 203.1 177.3 191.75
AXISBANK 420 422.95 406.15 419.8
ICICIBANK 356.65 357.2 342.45 351.7
HINDUNILVR 2032 2060 2026.7 2052.85
TATASTEEL 376 377.55 356.7 361.25
IBULHSGFIN 158.6 160 150 151.5
MINDTREE 1320 1342.05 1248.25 1297.85
MARUTI 6700 6700 6384.9 6503.5
GAIL 84.25 86.35 82.85 85.7
JINDALSTEL 171 181.25 160 175.9
WIPRO 315 321.7 311.2 314.5
LAURUSLABS 1449.4 1494.4 1351 1366.3
LT 869.8 873.85 855 860.75
IDFCFIRSTB 28.9 29.25 27.8 28.45
ITC 175 177.5 171.75 172.55
DEEPAKNI 859.9 873.9 831 843.8
IOC 76.9 77 75.35 76
SUNPHARMA* 520 521.55 498.15 502.75
DLF 152.45 154.25 142.55 150.45
ASHOKLEY 76.5 76.6 71.9 73.6
M&MFIN 119 121.15 112.8 119.9
ASIANPAINT 1949 1989 1928.65 1946.5
HDFC 1688 1696 1650.6 1667.1
TATAPOWER 52 55.35 51.3 53.55
RBLBANK 168.45 171.2 161.6 166.65
KOTAKBANK 1275 1287.1 1265.6 1274.85
PIDILITIND 1426.2 1455.35 1414.7 1419.35
TITAN 1106.1 1122 1103.35 1117.25
ESCORTS 1229.95 1245 1190 1213.75
GLENMARK 458 473.55 458 470.7
UPL 533 533.7 520 532.5
HEROMOTOCO 2997 3041 2925.3 2958.35
NTPC 87.25 88.15 84.3 85.1
LUPIN 1069.9 1069.9 1002 1016
ADANIENT 283 296.3 278.75 283.3
SIEMENS 1221.8 1249.55 1221.05 1231.8
INFRATEL 180.4 182.35 162.6 167.05
INDIGO 1238 1298.75 1238 1282.6
PNB 30.35 30.45 28.9 29.35
BOSCHLTD 13140 13140 12264.35 12750.9
IEX 195 197 184.95 190.05
BANKINDIA 41.35 41.85 39.7 40.4
TECHM 807.2 811.6 783.45 792.8
FEDERALBNK 49.45 49.85 47.5 48.45
GRANULES 360.85 369 353.5 363.45
JSWSTEEL 273 273 263.8 268.05
HINDPETRO 181.8 183.1 174.1 177.65
BANKBARODA 42.4 42.75 40.85 41.55
SAIL 35.8 36.2 33.55 34.8
M&M 620 620.6 603.5 612.8
BHEL 33 33.3 30.85 31.5
MUTHOOTFIN 1023 1057.4 1009 1046.45
PEL 1250 1265 1206.15 1237.1
SWSOLAR 222.9 235.9 222.9 235.9
NESTLEIND 15275 15400 15130 15362.95
COALINDIA 120 122.4 118.85 121.25
SRTRANSFIN 649 650 607.55 613.55
IRCTC 1374.95 1377 1353.1 1372.55
ONGC 70.3 70.3 67.4 67.65
AUROPHARMA 810 812.55 771.8 780.9
CANBK 89.55 91.7 86.3 88.15
PAGEIND 18494.45 19490 18456.1 19340.4
PVR 1130.1 1142.55 1092.9 1116.95
BAJAJFINSV 5743.9 5756.9 5556 5654.45
APOLLOHOSP 1791.7 1835 1762.4 1818.95
STAR 662.5 683.9 642 658.2
BATAINDIA 1313.25 1369.95 1313.25 1340.55
CADILAHC 393.25 395.95 379.05 383.9
BPCL 397 397 381.2 387.6
TATACHEM 283.95 300 276.4 292.5
EICHERMOT 2075 2125.15 2049.3 2076.2
DIXON 8698 9001 8698 8779.85
HINDALCO 165.8 167.35 162.35 165.45
AMBUJACEM 206.8 211.05 204.85 209.25
TATAELXSI 1257.9 1260.9 1187 1204.75
HDFCAMC 2183.8 2251.15 2133.25 2145.25
CONCOR 371.5 378.9 371.5 377
MOTHERSUMI 113.25 115.45 108.6 109.15
VEDL 127 130.5 127 130
BIOCON 430 430 418.4 423.75
ASTRAZEN 4447.2 4459.1 4253.7 4317.6
BAJAJ-AUTO 2980 3045.5 2955.9 2983.85
NATIONALUM 32 32.5 31.4 31.85
IGL 407 416.5 403.15 407.45
BEL 92.5 95.55 92.4 93.8
PERSISTENT 1195 1242 1145 1222.5
ADANIGREEN 617.5 630.6 588.35 588.35
JUBILANT 787.05 789.75 718.05 726
DMART 2056.5 2098.7 2047.1 2053.4
L&TFH 60.95 60.95 58.3 59.55
SUNTV 479.95 488.25 455.75 460.05

MGL 864 864 834.35 843.1
COFORGE 2199.9 2240.55 2150 2224.05
APOLLOTYRE 125.5 126 119.4 121.35
LICHSGFIN 288.5 292.05 273.3 278.1
BRITANNIA 3610 3654.1 3563.2 3624.45
TATACONSUM 506 510.5 490.3 494.15
BALKRISIND 1296 1358.35 1296 1348.55
MCX 1644 1664.2 1570 1593.95
FSL 73.6 78.35 72.5 74.8
LTI 2619.35 2684.5 2401.15 2449.45
INDIAMART 4852.05 4984.15 4693 4898.8
EXIDEIND 158 159.2 155.7 157.45
NAUKRI 3437.9 3480.9 3330 3383.1
TIINDIA 575.15 598.8 546.7 560.85
ADANIPORTS 340 340 320.55 324.4
FRETAIL 94.4 94.4 86.4 86.65
SBICARD 824 826.5 813 820.8
ULTRACEMCO 3895.5 3917.3 3838.1 3867.15
JUBLFOOD 2324.85 2347.9 2292.7 2316.4

GSPL 200 201.35 193.5 198.3
BHARATFORG 455 455.95 443.5 446.6
PETRONET 222 222.15 212.25 215.4
MANAPPURAM 147.1 150.15 143.85 146.2
NMDC 82 82 79.3 80.2
SYNGENE 564 569 550 560.2
KPITTECH 111.7 115.7 110 113
JBCHEPHARM 1001.2 1029.9 907.75 921.25
ACC 1363 1368.85 1326.6 1354.6
TORNTPHARM 2728 2773.9 2646.8 2659.7
RAMCOCEM 709.3 726.95 702 722.65
SHREECEM 18900 19068 18550.05 18968.05
GRASIM 732.5 732.5 704.9 719.15
DABUR 499 499 484.5 486.05
NOCIL 133.1 135.3 130 134
BSOFT 197.9 199.6 191.65 193.8
HAVELLS 660 686.15 660 674.2
PFC 88.35 88.35 85.15 86.2
NATCOPHARM 886.25 887.9 842.6 850.8
ATUL 6200 6362.35 5946.1 5975.2
RECLTD 102.2 102.85 98.8 100
TVSMOTOR 460 460 434.2 442.15
GHCL 160 165.6 158.6 160.55
SUMICHEM 298 309 296 304.75
PFIZER 4799.05 4945.35 4799.05 4913.25
BAJAJCON 177 186 177 182.5
FINEORG 2730 2740 2565 2597
CHOLAFIN 233.5 236.45 226.55 229.8
ICICIPRULI 412.95 412.95 400.8 408.5
BLISSGVS 152.6 153.55 150.25 152.05
MAHINDCIE 135 145 133.35 139.15
IPCALAB 2120 2145.95 2045 2135.75
POWERGRID 168.5 168.8 163 163.9
MRF 57966.25 58176.25 56900 57218.35
AMBER 1975.05 2039.05 1940.1 1992.05
ADANIGAS 192 194.4 181.7 186.25
COLPAL 1345 1358.95 1341 1354.4
CENTURYTEX 342.85 347.7 327.45 332.55
SBILIFE 826 840.55 826 834
FCONSUMER 8.8 8.9 8.29 8.32
STRTECH 147.05 150.4 142.75 145.05
PNBHOUSING 317 332 310.15 323.8
SUDARSCHEM 473 477.4 452 461.05
WABCOINDIA 5564.3 5999 5449 5760.9
MPHASIS 1386.9 1418 1370.55 1383.6
ALKYLAMINE 3150 3215 2977 3044.75
SPARC 175.35 176.25 166.35 169.4
AARTIIND 1057 1058.85 1010 1029.35
ENGINERSIN 66.5 66.5 64.4 65.5
GODREJCP 681 688.7 668.8 679.05
NBCC 24 24.45 23.25 23.9
RELAXO 648.5 658 625.6 648.6
BERGEPAINT 563 573.85 562 570.85
NAVINFLUOR 2019.8 2051.7 1950 2032.55
BEML 609.95 617.6 584.2 602.85
MEGH 76 80.2 76 79.15
APLLTD 934.95 934.95 895.7 915.65
SRF 4172 4174.75 4048.8 4115.9
SUZLON 3.01 3.07 2.94 2.96
ABFRL 131 133.45 127 131.8
IDFC 31.3 32.2 31.05 31.65
HINDZINC 210 222.75 207.8 212.65
HEXAWARE 463 468.95 463 468.15
IBREALEST 52.65 53 50.2 52.4
FORTIS 132.8 137.45 132.35 134.9
ABCAPITAL 63.5 65.45 62.05 63.15
HDFCLIFE 602 602 576.15 580
CANFINHOME 416.95 422.15 411.75 415.75
JUSTDIAL 366.2 367 354.25 360.8
SPANDANA 533 565 511.55 516.75
NCC 30.85 31.6 30.15 30.75
PRESTIGE 239.55 250 236 246.15
RAIN 96.05 102.5 96.05 101.5

RAYMOND 265 268.85 256.15 264.6
UBL 965.5 976.45 953.85 962.95
CGCL 233.2 233.75 217.75 225.65
ADVENZYMES 231 239 222.9 227.35
ESSELPRO 252.05 253.9 237 238.65
ADANIPOWER 36.6 37.35 36.35 36.65
BDL 292 298.05 287.5 294.2
FDC 346.95 348.65 331.3 342.4
TRENT 635.5 650.25 602 624.6
LINDEINDIA 732.3 756.45 703.95 741.25
DELTACORP* 104 106.4 100.55 104.1
HAL 777.4 787 759.05 770.05
VIPIND 301.7 306.1 286.1 291
GODREJPROP 845 879.45 845 863.2
TATAMTRDVR 59.7 60.8 59.1 60.4
EDELWEISS 61.35 63.1 58.15 58.95
ALKEM 2810 2830 2725 2742.7
WABAG 189.55 192.65 182.3 185.65
MARICO 346.1 349.9 337.35 339.8
REPCOHOME 163 165.1 160.4 164.85
AJANTPHARM 1578 1591.8 1533.95 1564.1
MIDHANI 196.95 199.05 191.2 195.3
AMARAJABAT 715.15 734 714.45 726.1
DISHTV 13.15 13.55 12.64 12.64
BOMDYEING 63.85 64.3 60.75 62.95
INDHOTEL 95 95 90.2 91.95
PIIND 1910 1926.6 1863.5 1895.3
HEG 719.45 731 701.5 715.4
SWANENERGY 115.45 116.45 113.5 114.35
SONATSOFTW 338 343.1 325.65 330.8
KAJARIACER 507.75 529 507.75 519.3
ABB 895.2 900.2 881.2 885.2
LALPATHLAB 1825 1843.55 1768 1815
WHIRLPOOL 2143 2153.55 2012.4 2047.85
AUBANK 669.5 676.6 647.15 654.35
GNFC 213.95 215.8 206.05 210.25
ICICIGI 1271.75 1285 1248.1 1257.1
ITI 121.05 125.25 118.1 122.55
INDIACEM 119.95 119.95 114.25 117.95
UNIONBANK 25.5 25.9 25 25.2
AVANTI 487.05 507.5 486 489.75
SOBHA 237 241.75 230.3 234.55
POLYCAB 830 841 814.9 825.8
RITES 242.75 245.4 239 244.65
EQUITAS 49.7 51 49.05 50.2
IDBI 35.95 35.95 34 34.45
RADICO 411 426.85 405.2 414.85
SOUTHBANK 6.75 6.79 6.64 6.68
EIHOTEL 80 80.6 76 79.05
ZENSARTECH 189.35 210 188.05 201.4
COROMANDEL 820 820 782 788.8
DCAL 159.35 160.4 148.1 149.6
PHILIPCARB 128.6 128.6 119.5 121.05
OFSS 3075 3145.05 3011.05 3047.75
VINATIORGA 1279.95 1279.95 1180 1213.65
HONAUT 32899.9 33473.85 32000 32301.55
THYROCARE 790 810.35 784 785.6
DHANUKA 776 803 743 765.5
GMRINFRA 22.2 22.2 21.15 21.45
RALLIS 288 289.3 278.85 285.55
SUNTECK 265.9 273 256.55 258.9
JAMNAAUTO 45.75 47.65 45 47
WELCORP 102 106.8 99.25 102.7
PCJEWELLER 14.1 14.45 13.75 13.95
JAICORPLTD 85.6 85.6 80.35 81.95
NAM-INDIA 265.85 270 260.8 263.35
LTTS 1675 1685.75 1613.05 1620.45
CASTROLIND 112.25 113.95 110.65 111.45
SCHNEIDER 79 81.6 78.55 80.05
UJJIVAN 214.8 216.2 202.1 205.6
SHK 80 81.55 76.4 80.7
BAYERCROP 5997.05 6138.9 5880.1 5997
PTC 48 48.5 47.2 47.9
PGHL 5011 5099 4888.05 4960.05
WOCKPHARMA 283 284.45 272.3 277.95
DEEPAKFERT 150.75 154.4 146.6 149.1
RVNL 20 20 19.05 19.3
ZYDUSWELL 1810 1824.85 1701 1718.6
DCBBANK 81.6 85 81.6 83.4
HFCL 15.4 15.45 14.35 14.95
CYIENT 402 403.75 382.25 387.8
METROPOLIS 1800 1800 1700.05 1726.05
ABBOTINDIA 16300 16300 15746.85 15993.05
JKTYRE 57.75 59.3 56.5 59
BLUEDART 2737.85 2840.45 2680.6 2789.2
IRB 109 114.8 108 109.5
GUJGAS 310 312.8 297.05 299
CHAMBLFERT 146.95 149.5 146.95 148.25
CEATLTD 906 915.75 895 905.85
ISEC 465 470 435 462.9
SCI 52.7 54.55 52.4 53.4
GODFRYPHLP 913.45 924 899.15 912.95
INOXLEISUR 271 286 263 265.7
GRAPHITE 170 172.65 165.5 168
ADANITRANS 250.6 251.65 240 241.9
BALRAMCHIN 152 153.5 144.4 146.25
QUESS 390.05 404.1 383.6 396.45
JINDALSAW 62.55 64.8 62.3 64.25
WELSPUNIND 56.05 59.2 56.05 58.85
AFFLE 2964.8 2984.1 2900 2953
SANOFI 8426.65 8494 8411 8477.95
ALLCARGO 115 123 115 119.4
SPICEJET 48.25 49.6 47.95 48.4
CUB 137.9 139.05 132.25 135.15
GLAXO 1636.95 1638.45 1580 1590.3
CAPPL 564.5 570 537.25 556.4
ASTRAL 1070 1107.15 1070 1098.75
GESHIP 245.05 252.4 241.6 248.65
INDOCO 258 271 250 255.6

IIFL 82.5 82.5 78.05 78.9
MOTILALOFS* 630 630 618.75 625.1
INFIBEAM 77 77.95 73.65 74.35
CUMMINSIND 456 460.9 451.2 453.3
BIRLACORPN 666.9 679 631.3 636.35
RAJESHEXPO 484.4 496 468.3 477.3
TAKE 44.8 44.95 40.85 42.2
GMM 4245.3 4245.3 4245.3 4245.3
VARROC 299.25 303.5 285 293.4
OMAXE 67.45 68.95 66.15 66.5
TRIDENT 6.42 6.5 6.4 6.43
HAWKINCOOK 5397.85 5397.85 5120 5163
BBTC 1321 1348.2 1292 1336.5
APLAPOLLO 2570 2669.2 2508 2567.3
TORNTPOWER 326 329.9 319.6 321.5
INTELLECT 212 215.7 201.5 203.3
OIL 88.9 89.8 87.6 88.15
CESC 651.95 657 628 647.65
CENTRALBK 17.2 17.4 15.5 16.55
BALMLAWRIE 105.8 105.8 98.45 100.4
HSCL 52 52 49.7 50.35
BAJAJHLDNG 2451.35 2535.8 2400 2497.9
TATACOFFEE 104 104.85 99.95 101.55
LAXMIMACH 3505 3535 3441.15 3511.65
JSWENERGY 56.65 57.95 56.65 57.25
UFLEX 308.5 318.5 304.6 310.85
TATACOMM 825 829.7 785.5 806.45
BAJAJELEC 466 470 456.5 463.9
PHOENIXLTD 607 607 566.9 568.45
IFBIND 585.85 585.85 556.75 573.6
AEGISLOG 225.5 240.2 220 224.9
PARAGMILK 96.9 97.4 94.35 95.9
NLCINDIA 49.8 51.2 49.4 50.5
JYOTHYLAB 144.55 146.95 140.9 143.1
TTKPRESTIG 6143.65 6199 5722.85 6174.4
VBL 694 695.5 675 677.6
3MINDIA 18500 18702.65 18019.7 18593.1
EIDPARRY 289.9 292.1 281.6 287.5
NHPC 20.3 20.4 20.05 20.05
FORCEMOT 1080 1094.15 1038.55 1053.4
RATNAMANI 1197.7 1197.7 1150.65 1177.95
INDIANB 57 57.85 56 57.3
IRCON 81.65 82.6 80.05 80.35
VENKYS 1374.95 1374.95 1304 1325.35
TV18BRDCST 30.05 30.35 28.7 29.35
COCHINSHIP 329 329 307.2 311.95
UJJIVANSFB 32.05 33.15 31.5 32.15
HEIDELBERG 180.6 181.55 175 179.3
KEC 321 321 304.2 305.95
REDINGTON 110.4 116.4 108.5 114.95
LEMONTREE 26.5 27.3 26.05 26.5
GARFIBRES 1830.2 1887 1782 1867.45
MINDAIND 302.2 333.85 302.2 326.15
KTKBANK 41.45 41.45 40.3 40.7
VMART 2036.5 2091.65 2036.5 2083.8
JKCEMENT 1530 1530 1483.3 1500.1

ECLERX 712 723.8 690 693.75
POWERINDIA 935 963.45 933 952.6
CROMPTON 271.15 273 264.2 271.8
SIS 380.8 383.75 367 374.95
OBEROIRLTY 415.25 426.8 410.35 412.35
ARVINDFASN 128.95 130.7 120 125.15
HUDCO 32.5 32.5 30.5 31.65
JMFINANCIL 78.65 81.55 75.15 75.9
MRPL 28.7 28.7 27.25 27.45
RCF 44 44.3 43.1 43.55
DBL 355 357 341.6 347.85
GODREJIND 420 420 392.5 402.6
GPPL 89 89.85 85.2 86.6
JKLAKSHMI 255 256.35 249.75 251.3
ASHOKA 68 68 64.25 65.05
NILKAMAL 1311 1333.6 1307.1 1309.2
TATAINVEST 853.3 874.35 838.3 846.5
TEAMLEASE 2198.95 2249 2119 2147.65
KALPATPOWR* 240.15 241.25 237 239.65
GSFC 57.35 58.35 55.2 56.4
KRBL 257.1 259.65 249 253.7
GODREJAGRO 509 509 495.85 502.15
VAIBHAVGBL 1840 1879.65 1820 1844.7
CHENNPETRO 70.6 72 68.5 69.45
GUJALKALI 335.2 336.15 326.45 334.9
ENDURANCE 1109.95 1109.95 1050 1061.15
IIFLWAM 930 983.85 922.55 974.6

BASF 1470 1476.35 1414 1437.25
IOB 9.65 9.65 9.11 9.28
J&KBANK 15.7 15.85 15.2 15.35
MOIL 141 141 138.35 140.15
DCMSHRIRAM 364.7 368.75 355.65 366.65
SOMANYCERA 186.65 192.7 176.95 178.8
EMAMILTD 373.35 373.8 359.7 366.9
PGHH 10000 10011 9850 9982.1
FINOLEXIND 525.4 525.4 505 510.45
CREDITACC 709.7 711 686.7 699.65
JSLHISAR 83.4 83.4 79.85 81.4
TIMKEN 1084.6 1096.55 1072.85 1093.4
AIAENG 1808 1811.05 1770.45 1777.25
CARERATING 379.85 379.85 360 366.85
THERMAX 774.95 774.95 723.45 738.2
BLUESTARCO 657.4 658.5 630.7 644.4
GILLETTE 5375 5485.2 5310 5404.5
PNCINFRA 166 167 156.55 160.15
TCIEXP 786.6 797.05 753.05 766.1
MINDACORP 73.3 73.5 69.4 70.25
KNRCON 249.95 252.5 243.7 251.3
LAOPALA 216.95 219.2 208 209.55
MMTC 17.2 17.35 16.65 16.9
SCHAEFFLER 3812.5 3845 3642 3661.05
SKFINDIA 1497.35 1497.35 1446.2 1473.15
ITDC 234.4 243.4 231.3 235.65
JKPAPER* 92.6 92.8 90.1 90.55
VSTIND 3502.65 3587.85 3421.35 3519.4
LUXIND 1351 1397.35 1317.85 1371.3
DALBHARAT* 766.75 772.8 735 749.8
ORIENTELEC 191 192.1 187.3 189.6
TNPL 104.2 107.9 101.2 101.8
SYMPHONY 885 885 854 858.7
CENTURYPLY 167.2 173.1 164.65 165.8
TATAMETALI 505 512.65 493.75 496.3
KEI 350.25 364.1 349.5 353.95
SFL 1448.55 1457.4 1387 1395.05
IFCI 6.05 6.14 5.81 5.92
GEPIL 452 457.95 430 432.35
HIMATSEIDE 83.2 84 82.05 82.75
AAVAS 1367 1368.05 1345 1359.3
NBVENTURES 57.45 57.95 55.2 55.6
SUPRAJIT 173.9 177.05 167.9 168.9
VGUARD 169.25 169.7 165.25 167.95
ASTERDM 141.2 141.2 131.35 136.25
TASTYBIT 10577.9 10577.9 9961.55 10014.8
SJVN 22.55 22.55 22.1 22.2
CARBORUNIV 260.85 260.9 250.1 251.85
MAHABANK 11.4 11.61 10.92 11.13
MAHLOG 334.4 335.05 315.85 319
VRLLOG 165.6 165.6 157 161.55
KANSAINER 485 487.05 476 477.7
NESCO 566.9 566.9 547.6 555.9
GALAXYSURF 1849.2 1849.95 1780.05 1791.35
MHRIL 167.5 171 163.25 165.85
WESTLIFE 366 372.85 361.8 368.9
MAHLIFE 230.5 234 220 225.05
TVTODAY 205 206.15 195 197.55
SHRIRAMCIT 912.7 925.15 874.45 915.85
SUPREMEIND 1370.05 1420 1370.05 1416.35
CCL 259.95 261 247.4 251.85
TIMETECHNO 37.2 37.85 36 36.2
ERIS 527.3 535 521.75 527.55
GET&D 87.6 93.15 85.75 85.8
GRSE 172.3 175.5 170 172.7
HATHWAY 29.2 31.35 29.2 30.05
GICRE 128.8 128.8 120.75 122.05
UCOBANK 12.5 12.6 12.2 12.23
KPRMILL 615.6 623.2 582.6 601.2
GREAVESCOT 76 76 71.65 72.6
HERITGFOOD 354.5 354.5 330 333.2
NIACL 106.5 107.25 103.4 103.6
BRIGADE 155.15 170.8 155.15 166.5
TCNSBRANDS 394.75 394.8 387.85 388.6
JAGRAN 36.7 37.4 36.5 36.55
FINCABLES 279.35 279.7 270.2 272.25
PRSMJOHNSN 57.3 57.7 56 56.3
MAHSCOOTER 2888 2931.55 2841 2861.85
SUNDRMFAST 413.95 417 400 405.6
NH 338 338 322 327.85
TVSSRICHAK 1400 1414.9 1362.05 1370.1
HINDCOPPER 34.6 34.75 33.45 33.9
CSBBANK 222 225.25 214 219.95
SHOPERSTOP 165.45 168.55 164 168.3
FLUOROCHEM 502 524.9 502 509.45
ESABINDIA 1325.15 1371.15 1325.15 1350
ORIENTREF 197.75 198.9 191 192.1
GMDCLTD 42.6 42.8 41.9 42.05
SHANKARA 339.7 343.2 334.1 337.25
MAHSEAMLES 218.5 221.65 217.25 218.7
DBCORP 77.95 78.05 75.65 76.4
VTL 733 772.15 733 741.3
AKZOINDIA 2082.5 2106.95 2063.05 2084.75
ORIENTCEM 59 61.35 57.55 58.4
CRISIL 1780.9 1780.9 1740.3 1754.25
CERA 2332.45 2332.5 2275 2278.6
GRINDWELL 543.9 546.2 522.55 534.2
NAVNETEDUL 80 80.55 78.35 78.45
MASFIN 827.5 827.5 798 813.2
CHOLAHLDNG 398 398 374.85 389.9
GDL 88.95 89.5 85.1 87.85
STARCEMENT 86.5 86.5 83.55 84.95
KSB 495.7 496 474.5 478.15
GULFOILLUB 642 648.6 633.1 636.85
JSL 41.35 42.85 40.85 41.3
SOLARINDS 1021.35 1063.95 1021.35 1037.85
JTEKTINDIA 76.7 76.7 74.15 75.3
JCHAC 2141.25 2183 2141.25 2174.5
INDOSTAR 288.55 290 279.45 281.6
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 11,258.75 11,259.55 11,024.40 11,131.85 -21.8
AXISBANK 418.1 422.9 406.1 422 10
COALINDIA 119.75 122.5 118.95 122.4 2.85
GAIL 85.2 86.35 82.75 85.6 1.45
HDFCBANK 1,046.00 1,055.00 1,034.35 1,048.95 13.55
HINDUNILVR 2,035.00 2,060.00 2,025.85 2,052.50 25.7
INFY 1,020.15 1,037.00 1,008.10 1,019.85 12.35
NESTLEIND 15,200.05 15,398.95 15,130.00 15,380.00 180.75
BRITANNIA 3,618.90 3,652.90 3,562.80 3,630.00 42
TITAN 1,107.50 1,121.95 1,103.00 1,114.30 9.85
RELIANCE 2,260.00 2,276.75 2,205.30 2,228.00 16.85
MARUTI 6,462.00 6,549.95 6,380.00 6,489.00 48.45
HINDALCO 165.5 167.45 162.3 164.6 1.15
WIPRO 315 321.8 311.15 314.4 2.15
KOTAKBANK 1,280.05 1,287.45 1,265.15 1,278.50 7.95
ASIANPAINT 1,940.00 1,990.00 1,928.30 1,949.00 11.5
EICHERMOT 2,084.95 2,126.85 2,050.00 2,076.55 12.2
LT 866.2 873.7 854.55 861.2 4.7
UPL 530 534.9 519.85 531.9 2.75
HDFCLIFE 581.25 586.1 575.6 580.35 0.95
BAJAJ-AUTO 2,993.00 3,047.60 2,955.00 2,985.00 -0.85
IOC 76.5 77.2 75.35 76.1 -0.05
ICICIBANK 356.6 357.1 342.45 353.5 -0.9
SHREECEM 18,985.50 19,115.30 18,536.80 18,931.00 -51.45
ULTRACEMCO 3,900.00 3,918.25 3,837.05 3,872.00 -11.15
HDFC 1,694.00 1,696.65 1,650.40 1,667.00 -7.85
ITC 174.95 177.55 171.7 173.1 -1.1
BPCL 396.9 397.2 381.25 389.3 -2.85
HCLTECH 832 844.8 810.15 815 -6
BAJAJFINSV 5,715.00 5,757.00 5,555.00 5,640.00 -42.3
M&M 622.05 623.35 603.25 611.05 -4.75
TECHM 812.45 812.45 783.1 792.55 -7.9
SBIN 188.15 188.95 181 184.15 -2.05
TATAMOTORS 135.5 136.7 127.9 131.4 -1.7
SUNPHARMA 520.5 521 498.25 502.2 -6.65
GRASIM 729.35 732.75 705 719 -10.1
CIPLA 783.95 784 761.8 765.9 -11.75
DRREDDY 5,256.00 5,280.00 5,059.40 5,080.00 -87.95
JSWSTEEL 274.9 274.9 263.65 267.1 -4.8
HEROMOTOCO 3,000.50 3,043.00 2,924.95 2,947.00 -53.15
BAJFINANCE 3,330.00 3,344.00 3,200.20 3,237.95 -65.05
ADANIPORTS 332.55 335.35 320.15 324.75 -7.55
ONGC 69.7 70.15 67.4 67.9 -1.6
TCS 2,510.00 2,519.85 2,409.00 2,461.05 -61.9
POWERGRID 169.9 169.9 162.8 164.3 -4.5
NTPC 87.65 88.15 84.2 85.15 -2.55
INDUSINDBK 551 553.85 519.1 527.95 -16.05
ZEEL 200.1 203.05 177.4 190.7 -6.4
TATASTEEL 377 378 356.45 361.15 -13
BHARTIARTL 467 467 423.9 432.5 -38.45
INFRATEL 180.75 183 162.5 165.5 -14.9

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 26,538.85 26,651.75 26,051.50 26,290.00 -67.5
PAGEIND 18,550.00 19,500.00 18,425.05 19,449.00 1,071.75
MUTHOOTFIN 1,027.00 1,057.40 1,008.25 1,054.95 40.2
BAJAJHLDNG 2,498.40 2,538.00 2,401.00 2,489.00 84.75
INDIGO 1,235.80 1,298.45 1,235.80 1,272.35 37.75
BOSCHLTD 12,450.00 12,800.00 12,250.10 12,725.00 329.4
HINDZINC 209.8 222.9 207.9 212.85 4.65
BERGEPAINT 562 573.5 560.05 572 11.35
AMBUJACEM 206.4 211.4 204.55 210.7 3.9
CONCOR 375 379.4 371.95 377.2 6.5
ICICIPRULI 406.75 410.4 400.65 409.95 6.7
HAVELLS 667.1 686.65 663.7 674 8.75
COLPAL 1,353.00 1,360.00 1,340.00 1,358.65 17
SIEMENS 1,220.35 1,249.50 1,220.00 1,229.90 13.25
NAUKRI 3,350.00 3,479.95 3,323.00 3,386.00 36.65
SBICARD 819 826.7 811.15 821.4 8.4
DLF 150 154.3 142.5 150.45 1.5
ICICIGI 1,263.50 1,287.00 1,248.20 1,264.85 10.1
PGHH 10,000.00 10,100.00 9,840.10 10,015.75 72.1
BIOCON 424.6 429 418.2 424.7 2.65
SBILIFE 833.35 841.5 827.15 837 5.15
ABBOTINDIA 16,181.00 16,290.00 15,755.00 16,000.00 56.9
BANDHANBNK 271.5 272.85 261 268.4 0.95
DMART 2,066.95 2,100.00 2,047.00 2,055.00 5.7
UBL 965.95 976.75 953.3 965.9 1.7
NHPC 20.15 20.4 20 20.1 0
HDFCAMC 2,170.00 2,250.95 2,132.15 2,149.35 -3.5
ACC 1,360.00 1,369.15 1,326.40 1,356.80 -3.85
PIDILITIND 1,433.90 1,457.00 1,414.10 1,423.00 -4.35
OFSS 3,060.00 3,147.95 3,010.00 3,044.00 -10.4
PEL 1,252.00 1,266.25 1,205.00 1,238.00 -7.85
MCDOWELL-N 516.6 520.8 507.2 511 -4.4
IGL 411.25 416.8 402.85 407.15 -3.6
GODREJCP 682.7 689.1 668.35 676.9 -6.3
GICRE 124 125.7 120.5 122 -1.15
PFC 88 88.35 85.1 86.45 -0.9
HINDPETRO 182.9 183.1 174 178.5 -1.9
NMDC 81.8 82.2 79.3 80.15 -0.95
DABUR 495.05 495.95 484.35 486 -6.1
ADANITRANS 248.1 251.9 239.9 242.4 -4.3
BANKBARODA 42.7 42.8 40.85 41.5 -0.8
PNB 30.5 30.5 28.9 29.45 -0.6
DIVISLAB 3,253.75 3,290.40 3,129.00 3,165.00 -71.6
PETRONET 222 222 212.15 215.1 -4.95
CADILAHC 395 396 379.3 383.85 -9.25
AUROPHARMA 810 813.65 771.3 779.75 -19.35
MARICO 347.15 349.95 337 337.75 -8.4
LUPIN 1,053.70 1,053.70 1,002.00 1,013.45 -26.3
TORNTPHARM 2,760.00 2,775.00 2,646.15 2,653.00 -73.65
MOTHERSUMI 114.05 115.5 108.55 109 -3.35
SRTRANSFIN 645.2 650.5 606.95 613.3 -27.35
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The Government has pro-
posed to formulate a

National Retail Trade Policy
and stakeholder consultations
are being held for the same,
Parliament was informed on
Wednesday.

In a written reply in the
Rajya Sabha, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
said that the government has
set up a National Traders’
Welfare Board with the objec-
tives of welfare of traders and

their employees, simplification
of the Acts and rules applica-
ble to traders, reduction of
compliance burden and
improvement in access to
funds. 

“Yes. The government
proposes to formulate National
Retail Trade Policy,” he said in
reply to a question. 

Replying to a separate
question, he said the govern-
ment is in the process of
finalising a National Logistics
Policy which will help bring
down logistics cost signifi-

cantly.
He also said 24 sub-sectors

(such as agro-food processing,
steel, agro chemicals, electron-
ics products, furniture, leather,
auto parts and textiles) in man-
ufacturing have been identified
in consultation with industry
based on export potential,
import substitution and
employment generation capac-
ity, where attention would be
given to make India a self-
reliant country and a global
supplier.

In another reply, the min-

ister informed the Upper
House that Make in India is
now focusing on 27 sectors
under Make in India 2.0.

“DPIIT (Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade) is coordinating
action plans for 15 manufac-
turing sectors, such as aero-
space and defence, food pro-
cessing, capital goods, leather,
pharmaceutical and medical
devices, etc, while the
Department of Commerce is
coordinating for 12 service
sectors,” he added.
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The GST Council is likely to
approve a two-year exten-

sion of compensation cess levy
on goods and services to allow
Centre to pay entire shortfall in
GST tax collection by states
expected till June 2022.

Sources in the Government
said that with 21 states express-
ing their preference for the
Borrowing Option-1 proposed
by the Centre to meet the GST
compensation needs of states
this year, the next course of

action would extend the peri-
od of cess levy beyond five year
GST transition period that
ends in June 2022.

As the Council is likely to
adopt the compensation for-
mula suggested by t he Centre
in the difficult year of Covid-
19 pandemic, sources said it
may also decide how long
compensation cess levy should
be extended to clear all dues to
states.

“A two-year extension of
cess is the most likely outcome
of the Council cil meeting
scheduled on October 5.
However, the council may
decide to adopt compensation
formula for FY21 in the next
meeting and defer decision on
cess extension till a more
appropriate study of the issue
is done,” sources quoted earli-

er said.
Under the existing GST

Act compensation for shortfall
in GST collection over an
agreed formula is payable by
the centre for the first five years
of the operations of new tax
system from July 2017 to June
2022. This is paid through col-
lection made on account of cess
levy on certain goods and ser-
vices.

The term of the cess is co-
terminus with compensation
liability with the Centre. So, the
Council should withdraw cess
also after completion of five
years. But with Covid present-
ing different challenge before
the governments and h as lead
to states bleeding over GST col-
lections, the compensation
needs of the Centre has grown
manifold.

As cess could not cover this
high level of compensation
needs this year and may be next
year, there is talk of extending
the levy of cess beyond June
2022.

As per the Centre’s projec-
tion, the total amount expect-
ed to be collected from
Compensation cess would be to
the tune of Rs 65,000 crore in
fy21 while total compensation
payable to all states and union
territories may be to the tune
of Rs 3,00,000 crore. So there
is a total shortfall of Rs 2,35,000
crore expected this year.

The Centre wants this
shortfall be met through extra
borrowings under special dis-
pensation by the states while
their dues get settled after June
2022 by extending the com-
pensation cess levy.
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Benchmark indices pared
intra-day gains to end with

losses for the fifth straight ses-
sion on Wednesday as senti-
ment remained risk-averse
despite supportive cues from
global markets. 

Telecom and finance
counters witnessed robust sell-
ing, while gains in index heavy-
weights RIL and HDFC Bank
restricted the losses for the
benchmarks.

After opening on a posi-
tive note, the 30-share BSE
Sensex suddenly 

came under selling pres-
sure in afternoon trade, before
finally closing 65.66 points or
0.17 per cent lower at
37,668.42. Similarly, the NSE
Nifty shed 21.80 points or 0.20
per cent to close at 11,131.85. 

Bharti Airtel was the top
laggard in the Sensex pack,
tanking 7.89 per cent, a day
after Reliance Jio unveiled
aggressively priced post-paid
plans bundling data and sub-
scription to streaming ser-
vices. 

Tata Steel, IndusInd Bank,
NTPC, PowerGrid, ONGC,

TCS and Bajaj Finance were
among the other losers, tum-
bling as much as 3.46 per
cent.

On the other hand, Axis
Bank, HUL, Infosys, HDFC
Bank, Nestle India and Titan
led the winners’ chart with
gains of up to 1.82 per cent. 

Reliance Industries closed
0.83 per cent higher after the
company said global invest-
ment firm KKR will invest Rs
5,550 crore in its subsidiary
Reliance Retail Ventures Ltd
(RRVL) for 1.28 per cent equi-
ty stake. 

Global equities found
firmer ground following a
rebound on Wall Street, which

was once again led by technol-
ogy stocks. 

“Indian benchmark
indices traded in a tight range
before finally ending the day
with a negative bias. The uncer-
tainty and lack of direction was
clear in the market trend,
which was actually supported
by gains in RIL and HDFC
Bank. Banking index ended the
day slightly positive.  

Meanwhile, gold price
declined on Wednesday by
�614 to �50,750 per 10 grams
in the national capital amid
lower price for the yellow
metal in the international
market, according to HDFC
Securities
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The Government has sweet-
ened the deal to privatise

state-owned power distribu-
tions operations in Union
Territories as 100 per cent equi-
ty holding will be sold only in
financially viable utilities while
it will retain 26 per cent stake in
weaker discoms expected to
have continued need for sub-

sidised retail tariffs.
Also, the power purchase

agreement (PPAs) of only better
performing discoms having
retail tariffs that cover the cost
of power purchase will be
assigned to the purchaser.
Discoms making losses on sale
on power will continue to be
supported by the state-owned
entity for a specified period
even after equity transfer to a

private entity.
“The draft standard bidding

document finalised for privati-
sation of discoms in UTs has laid
emphasis on giving a commer-
cially attractive deal to investors.
This is expected to attract bet-
ter valuations for discoms,” said
a government official asking
not to be named.

The provisions in the draft
bidding document means that

privatisation of discoms in say,
the UT of Jammu and Kashmir,
will continue to have a role of
state agencies to meet the sub-
sidy needs of the consumers.
There is a gap of Rs 2.12 per unit
in the average cost of supply and
the average cost of realisation in
J&K while the aggregate trans-
mission and commercial
(AT&C) losses in the state are
staggering 47.85 per cent.
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Kathmandu: A civil society
group in Nepal has launched
protests against China for
allegedly constructing build-
ings on the country’s territory
in Humla district, according to
media reports on Wednesday.

The activists chanted slo-
gans such as “Return Nepal’s
land” and “stop Chinese expan-
sionism,” it said.

According to media
reports here, China has alleged-
ly constructed 11 buildings on
the Nepalese territory in the
Humla district bordering Tibet.
The disputed area lies in
Lampcha village of Namkha
Rural Municipality in Humla
district. 

Beijing has maintained that
the constructions were carried
out on the Chinese side of the
border.

The reports also said that
Pillar Number 11 that defined

the Nepal-China boundary was
missing from the area.

“There was just a hut in the
area in 2005,” Dattaraj Hamal,
assistant chief district officer of
Humla who visited the disput-
ed area recently, was quoted as
saying by The Kathmandu Post.

“I talked to the people
there and reported to the chief
district officer,” Hamal said. “e
in turn reported to the Home
Ministry. He now has gone to
the area as per the Home
Ministry’s instructions.”

Chakka Bahadur Lama, a
Member of Parliament from
Humla, said that as long as
both sides do not ascertain the
location of the missing pillar,
the dispute will continue. On
Tuesday, a Nepalese delegation
led by Chief District Officer of
Humla had reached the area to
talk to Chinese officials, My
Republica reported. PTI 

Beijing: China on Tuesday
lashed out at the passage of a bill
by the US House of
Representatives that threatens
sanctions over the alleged use of
forced labor in China’s Xinjiang
region, calling the accusation a
lie.

Foreign ministry
spokesman Wang Wenbin said
the bill “maliciously slandered
the human rights situation in
Xinjiang” and sought to curb
development and progress in
the region while stirring up eth-
nic divisions and interfering in
China’s internal affairs.

“The so-called problem of
forced labor is totally a lie fab-
ricated by some organizations
and personnel in the United
States and the West,” Wang told
reporters at a daily briefing.

The House voted 406-3 to
declare that any goods produced
in Xinjiang are presumptively
made with the forced labor of
detained Uighurs and other
ethnic minorities, and therefore
banned from being imported to
the U.S.

If enacted into law, it could
force companies to avoid a
region that products 80% of the
cotton in China, one of the
world’s top producers of the
fiber, as well as tomatoes and
manufactured goods.

Members of Congress say
the measure is needed to press
China to stop a campaign that
has resulted in the detention of
more than 1 million Uighurs
and other predominantly
Muslim ethnic groups under
brutal conditions. AP

Washington: US President
Donald Trump has termed
Senator Kamala Harris as
“grossly incompetent,” saying
he was surprised when his
Democratic rival Joe Biden
picked her as his running mate
in the November 3 presidential
election.

Ms Harris, 55, is the first-
ever Black, African-American
and Indian-American woman
to be the vice-presidential can-
didate of a major political
party.

“I was surprised to learn
when Joe Biden selected
(Kamala) Harris as his running
mate. Believe it or not, it’s true
she is rated the most liberal
person in Congress. I think
she’s grossly incompetent I’ll be

honest with you,” Donald
Trump said during a rally in
Pennsylvania.

Donald Trump, a
Republican, said during the
Democratic primaries no one
treated Joe Biden as badly as
Ms Harris.

“Also, Harris was dropped
out of the Democratic Party’s
presidential race as her popu-
larity ratings dipped low,” he
said.

Former vice president
Biden has defended Ms Harris,
saying she is smart, tested and
prepared. “She (Kamala Harris)
is smart. She is tested. She is
prepared,” Mr Biden said dur-
ing a virtual fundraiser event
with Ms Harris.

“The way she talks about

her mom, her immigrant story
that started Indian. It’s one of
the things that really stood out
to me. We both talked about
our moms. My mom was all
about sacrifice and communi-
ty and how much they sacri-
ficed for both of us, my mom
and hers. And I know the
pride you feel in her nomina-
tion,” Mr Biden said.

Ms Harris, who is busy
campaigning in various parts of
America, on Tuesday distrib-
uted yard signs to supporters
who drive by parade-style and
spoke at a voter mobilisation
event in Detroit.

She also launched
Michigan’s “Shop Talk” pro-
gramme at Headliners
Barbershop in Detroit.
“Everything’s at stake,” Ms
Harris told a woman as she
made a brief stop at a woman-
owned cold pressed juice com-
pany in Michigan.
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Washington: House
Democrats are proposing a
sweeping bill to curb presi-
dential abuses, a pitch to vot-
ers weeks ahead of Election
Day as they try to defeat
President Donald Trump, cap-
ture the Senate from
Republicans and keep their
House majority.

The legislation, a wide-
ranging package of new and
revised bills,  will be
announced Wednesday morn-
ing by the heads of seven
House committees. 

It would, among other
measures, limit the president’s
pardon power, strengthen
laws to ban presidents from
receiving gifts or payments
from foreign governments,
better protect independent
agency watchdogs and
whistleblowers from firing or
retribution and require better
reporting by campaigns of

foreign election interference.
Each of the bill’s provisions is
a response to actions by
Trump or his administration
that Democrats saw as abus-
es of presidential power. 

It builds on an elections
and ethics reform package
from House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi that the House passed
soon after Democrats
assumed the majority in 2019.

“Since taking office,
President Trump has placed
his own personal and politi-
cal interests above the nation-
al interest by protecting and
enriching himself, targeting
his political opponents, seek-
ing foreign interference in
our elections, eroding trans-
parency, seeking to end
accountability, and otherwise
abusing the power of his
office,” the committee chair-
men and chairwomen said in
a joint statement. AP
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Taliban prisoners who were
released by the Afghan gov-
ernment as a condition for
peace talks have taken up arms
again, top official Abdullah
Abdullah said Tuesday.

Abdullah, who chairs
Afghanistan’s High Council for
National Reconciliation and is
overseeing the government’s
peace efforts, said discussions
with the Taliban in Qatar so far
have been positive.

However, he said some —
though not the majority — of
the 5,000 Taliban prisoners
released by the government as
a condition for talks had
resumed the fight against
Kabul.

“I do know that some have
returned to the battlefield,
which is a violation of the
agreement that they had made,”
Abdullah said during an online
conference with the US
Council on Foreign Relations.

Abdullah said talks

between the two sides had
begun in Doha on a positive
note, as the delegations build
some familiarity with each
other.

Yet the level of violence
inside Afghanistan has not
fallen, and he called on the
United States, which launched
the peace process with its own
deal with the Taliban, and
Pakistan, which maintains ties
to the insurgents, to pressure
them to agree to a ceasefire.

“Unfortunately, so far, the
level of violence is very high
and to a level that is not accept-
able for the people,” Abdullah
said.

“I repeat my call to the
Taliban themselves and also to
all partners who have any
leverage over the Taliban to
press on that point.”

Abdullah said he planned
to visit Pakistan in the coming
days for the first time since
2008. AFP
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Beijing: The US is guilty of
“obstructing” the global fight
against emissions, China said
Wednesday, as Beijing seized
the climate agenda by vowing
to go carbon neutral by 2060 —
a target welcomed by environ-
mentalists despite its patchy
detail.

The goals, which include a
pledge to reach peak emissions
in 2030, are still the most con-
crete yet announced by China,
which is the world’s biggest pol-
luter and accounts for a quar-
ter of the planet’s greenhouse
gas blamed for rising temper-

atures.
They also open a new

divergence in relations with the
US, which are already pinched
by squabbles over trade, tech,
defence and human rights.

Speaking to the UN
General Assembly, Chinese
President Xi Jinping on
Tuesday renewed his support
for the Paris climate accord and
called for a green focus as the
world recovers from the Covid-
19 crisis.

Under President Donald
Trump, the United States — the
world’s second-largest polluter

— pulled out of the agreement,
blaming China for the stalled
momentum on tackling glob-
al emissions.

“This clearly... seriously
obstructs the progress of reduc-
ing global emissions and pro-
moting green, low-carbon
development,” China’s foreign
ministry spokesman Wang
Wenbin said in a statement on
Wednesday.

“What qualifications does
such a country have to criticise
China,” he asked, citing
America’s hunger for plastics
and its export of waste. AFP
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Paris: The Eiffel Tower was
evacuated for several hours on
Wednesday after police received
a call suggesting a bomb had
been placed there.

The Paris monument had
been searched and no explosives
found, a police spokeswoman
said. It reopened at about 2.25
p.m (1225 GMT). Several hun-
dred people, including tourists,
restaurant staff and workmen
were led away from the tower in
the late morning. AFP
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Paris: France’s defence minis-
ter has admitted to misleading
the nation about virus protec-
tions for air force personnel
who evacuated French citizens
from the hard-hit Chinese city
of Wuhan and have been sus-
pected of links to France’s first
confirmed COVID-19 cluster.

The revelation on Tuesday
by Defence Minister Florence
Parly to a Senate investigating
committee is a further blow to
the credibility of French
President Emmanuel Macron’s
government as it battles
rebounding infections.

Health Minister Olivier
Veran is expected to announce
new restrictions on gatherings
Wednesday as the numbers of
virus cases and hospitalisa-
tions mount.

As China locked down the
city of Wuhan in January, the

French government started
repatriation flights for French
citizens there. One such flight
returned to France from
Wuhan on January 31, operat-
ed by 18 military personnel
based in Creil, in the Oise
region north of Paris, the
defense minister said.

In February, regional
health authorities announced a
virus cluster in the Oise region,
and the first cases in France
with no clear link to cases in
China or Italy. Within weeks,
France’s coronavirus case count
had skyrocketed and the nation
was in a lockdown.

With over 31,400 con-
firmed virus-related deaths,
France has the third-highest
death toll in Europe after
Britain and Italy. France is
now reporting about 10,000
new infections a day. AP

United Nations: Saudi Arabia’s
King Salman used his speech
before the UN General
Assembly on Wednesday to
stress his country’s Islamic
roots and slam rival, Iran.

Reading from a piece of
paper and seated at a desk
under a large portrait of his
father, King Abdulaziz, the
monarch reiterated the sacred
role of Islam in Saudi Arabia,
which Muslims believe was
revealed to the Prophet
Muhammad more than 1,400
years ago in the mountainous
caves of Mecca.

He touted the kingdom’s
role as president of the G-20
this year, and the billions of
dollars in humanitarian aid
Saudi Arabia gave to countries
around the world in past
decades.

He refrained from criticiz-
ing the recent deals struck by
the United Arab Emirates and
Bahrain to establish ties with
Israel, but stressed the kingdom
remains committed to the Arab
Peace Initiative that offers Israel
full ties with Arab states in
exchange for concessions that
lead to a Palestinian state. He

also said Saudi Arabia wel-
comes US efforts at resolving
the crisis.

He said the Middle East
has been suffering from major
political and security chal-
lenges, blaming Iran for much
of the region’s instability. He
accused the Iran-backed
Hezbollah group in Lebanon of
sowing the political disarray
that has been ultimately blamed
for the devastating explosion at
Beirut’s port last month.

He said Saudi Arabia has
tried to extend its hand over the
years to Iran, “but to no avail.” 

He blamed Iran for target-
ing Saudi oil facilities last year,
saying: “It demonstrated that
this regime has total disregard
for the stability of the global
economy or stability of oil
supplies to international mar-
kets.”

The 84-year-old monarch’s
prerecorded remarks make
him only the second Saudi
king to deliver a speech to the
world assembly. The only other
Saudi monarch to do so was his
late brother, King Saud, in
1957 at the UN headquarters
in New York. AP
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Islamabad (PTI): Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz vice
president Maryam Nawaz on
Wednesday said political
decisions should be made in
Parliament and not at the
army headquarters.

The 46-year-old daughter
of former premier Nawaz
Sharif was responding to a
question from a reporter
about  Army Chief  Gen
Qamar Bajwa and head of the
ISI Lt Gen Faiz Hameed’s
meeting with key opposition
figures at the army’s General
Headquarters (GHQ) in
Rawalpindi last week.

Maryam, who was at the
Islamabad High Court for a
hearing of an appeal against
her  convict ion in the

Avenfield property reference,
was talking to media at the
court premises.

Replying to a question on
the last week’s meeting, she
said, “I heard about the meet-
ing. From what I understand
it was called to discuss Gilgit-
Baltistan which is a political
issue...These decisions should
be made in parliament, not in
GHQ.”

Maryam said she was not
aware whether her father was
aware of the meeting.

“I don’t know whether he
was aware or learnt of it
later... But the political lead-
ership should not be called
nor should it go to discuss
such issues. Whoever wishes
to discuss these issues should

come to the parliament, she
said.

The meeting was report-
edly held on September 16
before the Al l-Party
Conference of opposition on
Sunday.

The meeting was attend-
ed by about 15 opposition fig-
ures ,  including Sharif ’s
younger brother Shehbaz
Sharif and Pakistan Peoples
Party Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari.

Railways Minister Sheikh
Rashid told the media that
the  purpose  of   the 
meeting was  to discuss the
const itut ional  status  of  
Gilgit-Baltistan, but other
political issues were also dis-
cussed.
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Kyiv (AP): President
Alexander Lukashenko of
Belarus was sworn in
Wednesday to his sixth term in
office at an inaugural ceremo-
ny that was not announced in
advance amid weeks of huge
protests of the authoritarian
leader’s reelection, which the
opposition says was rigged.

Several European coun-
tries used the occasion to reit-
erate that they don’t recognize
the results of the election and
refused to regard Lukashenko
as the legitimate president.

The ceremony was held in
front of several hundred dig-
nitaries at the ornate Palace of
Independence in the capital of
Minsk, the state news agency
Belta said. Police and other
security forces blocked off parts
of the city and public trans-
portation was suspended.

Lukashenko, 66, took the
oath of office in Belarusian
with his right hand on the con-
stitution, and the head of the
Central Election Commission
handed him the official ID card
of the president of Belarus.

The day of assuming the
post of the president is the day

of our victory, convincing and
fateful, he said. We were not
just electing the president of the
country we were defending
our values, our peaceful life,
sovereignty and independence.
The absence of public involve-
ment in the inauguration only
proved that Lukashenko lacked
a valid mandate to continue
leading the country, according
to his political opponents and
European officials.

Even after this ceremony
today, Mr. Lukashenko cannot
claim democratic legitimiza-
tion, which would be the con-
dition to recognize him as the
legitimate president of Belarus,
said Steffen Seibert, spokesman
for German Chancellor Angela
Merkel.

He added that the secrecy
surrounding the swearing-in
was very telling.

Lukashenko has run
Belarus, a former Soviet nation
of 9.5 million, with an iron fist
for 26 years. Official results of
the country’s Aug. 9 presiden-
tial election had him winning
80% of the vote. His strongest
opponent, Sviatlana
Tsikhanouskaya, got 10%.
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New York (PTI): The G-4
nations of India, Germany,
Brazil and Japan on Wednesday
called for a “decisive push” for
the long-delayed reforms of the
UN Security Council.

“Participated in G4 Foreign
Ministers Meeting that called for
a decisive push for UNSC
reforms during UN75.
Unanimous call for text based
negotiations in a fixed time
frame. Reformed
Multilateralism guides India’s
approach to the United Nations,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar tweeted.

The meeting of G4 Foreign
Ministers is held on the sidelines
for the annual UN General
Assembly. With the high-level
session being held virtually this
year due to the coronavirus
pandemic, all meetings on the

sidelines of the General
Assembly are also being held on
a virtual platform.

In the 75th year of the
United Nations, India will begin
its two-year term as elected
non-permanent member of the
powerful Security Council from
January 1 next year.

Effective response to inter-
national terrorism, reforming
multilateral systems, compre-
hensive approach to peace and
security, technology with a
human touch and inclusive solu-
tions to foster development are
India’s priorities for its UNSC
tenure. In a video address to the
High-Level meeting of the
General Assembly to com-
memorate the 75th anniversary
of the United Nations on
Monday, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said that the

world body faces a “crisis of con-
fidence” without comprehensive
reforms. He asserted that today’s
interconnected world needs a
reformed multilateralism that
gives voice to all stakeholders,
addresses contemporary chal-
lenges and focuses on human
welfare.

India has been spearheading
decades-long efforts to reform
the Security Council, saying a
structure set up in 1945 does not
reflect contemporary realities of
the 21st century and is ill-
equipped to handle current
challenges.

There is widespread sup-
port, including by four of the five
permanent members of the
Security Council — US, UK,
France and Russia — for a per-
manent seat for India at the
Council.
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Geneva (AP) The UN labour
agency warned on Wednesday
that the coronavirus pan-
demic has led to a massive
drop in income for workers
around the world and of ris-
ing inequality between rich
countries that have injected
government cash into their
economies and poorer coun-
tries that can’t.

In a report about the
effects of the pandemic on the
world of work, the
International  Labor
Organisation estimated that
global labour income plunged
by USD 3.5 trillion in the first
nine months of 2020, a near-
11 per cent drop from a year
ago though that excludes
income support provided by
some governments. Lower-

income countries and those in
the Americas were particu-
larly hit.

The ILO said the fiscal
stimulus packages have been
concentrated in richer coun-
tries, and that developing
countries have “limited capac-
ity to finance such measures.”

It added that developing
countries would need nearly
USD 1 trillion in stimulus just
to maintain the pre-pandem-
ic gap with richer countries.

ILO Director-General
Guy Ryder called signs of
such a fiscal stimulus gap an
“extremely worrying observa-
tion” and "the polar opposite
of the better world that we
want to build back once the
pandemic eases.

He warned of higher

unemployment, poverty and
inequality, as well as increased
“social frustration and politi-
cal anger” after the outbreak
and suggested wealthier
nations and international
institutions could help ease
the impact for developing
countries by acting now.

Ryder said a “relatively
small effort by rich nations
could make an extraordinary
difference in countries that are
least able to mobilize
resources.” He lamented as
“distressing” how a new call
for global unity in the face of
the pandemic by UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres was met by a relative
lack of it among countries at
the United Nations General
Assembly on Tuesday. 
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Beijing (PTI): China on Wednesday lifted its ban on valid visas
imposed earlier this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic and
said that foreign nationals holding Chinese residence permits in
three categories are allowed to enter the country from September
28 without obtaining new visas.

On March 28, China temporarily banned the entry of for-
eign nationals with valid visas which, according to officials here,
was aimed at restricting border entry to curb the surge of import-
ed COVID-19 infections.

Effective from September 28, all foreign nationals holding
valid Chinese residence permits for work, personal matters and
reunion are allowed to enter China and there is no need to apply
for new visas, the foreign ministry said in a statement.

If the three categories of residence permits held by foreign
nationals expired after March 28, they may apply for new visas
by presenting their expired residence permits and documents to
Chinese embassies or consulates on the condition that the pur-
pose of the holders’ visit to the country remains unchanged, the
statement said.

Hundreds of Indian students and professionals working in
China could not return to the country following the visa ban as
well as cancellation of flights.
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Actor Ayushmann
Khurrana’s contribution as

an actor to bring about social
change through his films has
been hailed by the Time mag-
azine. He is among five Indians
who have made the list of 100
Most Influential People in
2020, along with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Google CEO Sundar Pichai,
London-based Indian origin
doctor Ravindra Gupta who
worked to find a cure for
AIDS and Bilkis Dadi, who was
at the forefront of Shaheen
Bagh protests in Delhi against
the Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA).

The National Award-win-
ning actor has been listed in
the Artists category, which
also includes Oscar-winning
Korean filmmaker Bong Joon-
ho, Fleabag creator and star
Phoebe Waller-Bridge and
Hollywood star Michael B
Jordan, besides pop music
superstars Selena Gomez, J
Balvin and Jennifer Hudson.

“I am truly humbled with
the recognition that Time has
bestowed on me. As an artiste,
I have only looked to con-
tribute towards bringing a pos-
itive change in society through
cinema and this moment is a
huge validation of my belief
system and my journey,”

Ayushmann said.
“I have always believed

that cinema has the power to
bring about change by trigger-
ing the right conversations
among people and society.
Hopefully, through my content
choices, I have been able to
contribute towards my country
and countrymen,” he added.

The presidential memoirs of the 44th presi-
dent of the United States, Barack Obama, will

be published in two volumes. The first volume,
titled A Promised Land, published Penguin
Random House, will be issued in 25 languages.
A publication date for the second and conclud-
ing volume of the memoirs will be announced
at a later date.

Obama tells the story of his improbable
odyssey. From a young man searching for his
identity to a leader of the free world, he
describes details of both his political education
and the landmark moments of the first term of
his historic presidency — a time of dramatic
transformation and turmoil.

Providing a stirring, deeply personal account
of history in the making, Obama takes readers
on a compelling journey from his earliest polit-
ical aspirations to the pivotal Iowa caucus vic-
tory that demonstrated the power of grassroots
activism to the watershed night of November 4,
2008. He was elected as the 44th president of the
United States then, becoming the first African-
American to hold the nation’s highest office.

Reflecting on the presidency, he offers a
unique and thoughtful exploration of both the
awesome reach and the limits of presidential

power as well as singular insights into the
dynamics of the US partisan politics and inter-
national diplomacy. Obama brings readers
inside the Oval Office and the White House
Situation Room, to Moscow, Cairo, Beijing and
points beyond. We are privy to his thoughts as
he assembles his cabinet, wrestles with a glob-
al financial crisis, takes the measure of Vladimir
Putin, overcomes seemingly insurmountable
odds to secure passage of the Affordable Care
Act, clashes with generals about the US strate-
gy in Afghanistan, tackles Wall Street reform,
responds to the devastating Deepwater Horizon
blowout and authorises Operation Neptune’s
Spear, which leads to the death of Osama bin
Laden.

The memoir is intimate and introspective.
It’s the story of one man’s bet with history, the
faith of a community organiser tested on the
world stage. Obama is candid about the balanc-
ing act of running for office as a Black American,
bearing the expectations of a generation buoyed
by messages of “hope and change” and meeting
the moral challenges of high-stakes decision-
making. He is frank about the forces that
opposed him at home and abroad, open about
how living in the White House affected his wife
and daughters, and unafraid to reveal self-doubt
and disappointment. Yet he never wavers from
his belief that inside the great, ongoing American
experiment, progress is always possible.

Said former President Obama, “There’s no
feeling like finishing a book and I am proud of
this one. I’ve spent the last few years reflecting
on my presidency and in A Promised Land, I’ve
tried to provide an honest accounting of my pres-
idential campaign and my time in office, the key
events and people who shaped it, my take on
what I got right and the mistakes I made, the
political, economic and cultural forces that my
team and I had to confront then. In the book,
I’ve also tried to give readers a sense of the per-
sonal journey that Michelle and I went through
during those years, with all the incredible highs
and lows. And finally, at a time when America
is going through such enormous upheaval, the
book offers some of my broader thoughts on
how we can heal the divisions in our country
going forward and make our democracy work
for everybody — a task that won’t depend on any
single president but on all of us as engaged cit-
izens. Along with being a fun and informative
read, I hope more than anything that the book
inspires young people across the globe to take
up the baton, lift up their voices and play their
part in remaking the world for the better.” 

(A Promised Land will be published on
November 17.)

In the new normal, a second home
will be an extension of our prima-
ry lifestyle for encompassing our

personal and professional lives.
Vacations will now be about a safer
home away from home. And Indians
are betting big on price real estates
abroad, taking advantage of a depressed
market. India Sotheby’s International
Realty hosted a panel discussion on
Changing Lifestyles In The New Normal
by established thought leaders and
industry experts. The panelists were
Edward Gibbs, Chairman, Head of
Department, Middle East & India,
Sotheby’s Auction (London); Natalie
Mik, Global Vice President Affiliate
Services,  EMEIA Sotheby’s
International Realty Affiliates LLC;
Nicholas Spencer, Business
Development Manager, MEA & India,
Berkeley Group and Akash Puri,
Director International, India Sotheby’s
International Realty. The webinar
aimed at discussing ways of enhancing
lifestyles through art and second
homes in the UK and other key
European destinations. 

Akash explained some of the typ-
ical reasons why Indian clients are
investing in a second home overseas.
He said, “London has always been a
preferred destination for Indians. It is
the cultural and educational capital of
the world so there’s a lot of aspirational
value. For London, there is a demand
and supply shortfall of 40 per cent at
this particular moment. This probably
will grow with the delays in construc-
tion that may have been caused because
of the pandemic. Nowadays, buying a
property overseas is not a wishful
thinking anymore but is prudent finan-
cial advice for anyone who wants to
diversify and enhance their wealth
portfolio. We look at diversification

through real

estate. There’s a great rental deal that
one gets, which is higher than the infla-
tion rates, very different from what
happens here. The third level of income
is the long-term currency play. So if
you look at capital appreciation of your
property, the rental deal and the cur-
rency play, you are looking at a dou-
ble digit return on an annual basis. If
you ask why the United Kingdom? The
answer is because it is number one in
the global real estate transparency
index.”

Natalie gave an overview of EMEIA
region i.e. 35 regions for Sotheby’s
Realty operations. She shared, “First of
all, I would say that our offices all
across EMEIA have been incredibly fast
in adjusting and innovating in times
like these. Well, the first three months
were quite challenging. However, now
we are seeing phenomenal growth
across different regions. This recovery
is based on pent up demand. People
were hesitant earlier but are now
going ahead with their real estate pur-
chases. The market in France, UK, Italy
and Germany has seen good growth
rates. We are also seeing strong
demand from smaller countries, espe-
cially the ones offering Citizens By
Investment Programmes such as
Portugal, Malta and Andorra.”

She explained the buying behav-
iour of international clients during
COVID-19 in EMEIA region. “We
have definitely seen the change in the
behaviour. Most of our clients don’t
own just one property. They own an
entire portfolio of properties. The
first change in the buyer behaviour that
we have seen is a shift for countryside
properties. Second big trend is a great
deal of keeping out and sitting at home,
working from home to upsize their pri-
mary residence based on their need to
combine office and home space. The
third trend, which wasn’t expected but

we are seeing and is drastic — an
unusual amount of significant sales.
There are opportunistic buyers who are
seeing this time as an opportunity to
get a deal. There is a demand for coun-
try homes and bigger homes to upsize
primary residences.”

Nicholas agreed with Natalie and
told us about the changes and buying
preferences of Indians due to
Coronavirus. He said, “People are
focussing more on lifestyle and afford-
ability. They are leaning towards open
spaces. We have seen a slight regression
in interest in central London stock and
a much higher level of pickup in outer
London stock. There has been almost
50 per cent increase in four-bedroom
houses outside central London. People
don’t want to be confined to small
spaces. They prefer functional spaces.
A lot of people tag London with lux-
ury but the important thing to under-
stand is that we are a place-maker and
not just a luxury home provider. So
that’s where the trends are leaning at
the moment.”

“The secondary homes are gradu-
ally becoming the primary ones,” said
Akash.

Edward believes that challeng-
ing and dangerous times provide

opportunities to all companies to grow
and move ahead. So has the tradition-
al style of auction adapted to the
COVID era? He said, “This is a
moment of great evolutionary change.
When the meteor strikes, you either
evolve or die. I think we have success-
fully evolved to the changing and
challenging circumstances. Our tradi-
tional format is live sales but remote
working and lockdown restrictions
made it less of an option. Now we have
successfully adapted to an online for-
mat and this has worked exceptional-
ly well. It has been a seamless transi-
tion, beyond all expectations. Although
live sales attract more bidders, the dig-
ital format is also creating huge oppor-
tunities. We are looking at up to 90 per
cent of auctions going online. Some of
the changes are new auction formats,
jewellery and single-lot auctions. We
now have a ‘buy now’ tab on our web-
site, which was launched in early June.
We have Sotheby’s gallery network,
which features 24 galleries. Private sales
are much more transparent and acces-
sible now. So there have been many
new innovations and exciting develop-
ments.”

Well, the future is the pre-
sent.
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GAIL (India) Limited under-
took a number of digital ini-

tiatives to raise awareness about
increasing air pollution and mea-
sures to fight the pandemic, which
has now reached 20 million
Indians in a short span.

It has been actively working
towards educating the Indian
masses about air pollution. Under
these digital initiatives events,
short films, contests, raahgiri,
pledges, etc. were undertaken
regarding problems caused due to
air pollution to create awareness
and change mindsets and that
would lead to a greener and clean-
er tomorrow.

They worked with hashtags
like — #StayPositive,
#SocialDistancing, #StayHome
#StaySafe,  #RukJanaNahin,
#EnvironmentFriendlyLifestyleHa
bits, #GreenDriveWithNaturalGas,
etc.

To contribute to the nation-
wide fight against COVID-19,
GAIL employees working from
home produced a song to create
awareness on staying positive,
social distancing, staying at home
and staying safe. GAIL and its
employees produced another
music video titled, Ruk Jana Nahin
for motivating themselves to kick-
start their projects and also to
acknowledge the efforts of the
frontline warriors of COVID-19.

#WakeUpAndSmellTheChang
e online initiative aimed to spread
the idea of appreciating and pre-
serving the positive environmen-
tal changes occurred due to the
lockdown. Through this initiative,
the netizens were asked to take a
pledge and sustain this change in
future as well as with befitting
lifestyle habits.  Its
#GreenDriveWithNaturalGas
online initiative aimed to spread
awareness about the use of natur-
al gas as a fuel.

Kalinga Institute of Industrial
Technology (KIIT) Deemed

to be University has been hon-
oured with the Utkrisht Sansthan
Vishwakarma Award 2020 for its
excellent performance in specif-
ic domains leading to significant
contribution towards national
growth and development.

All  India Council  for
Technical Education (AICTE),
Ministry of Human Resource
Development, Government of
India has given this award to
KIIT-DU for post COVID-19 re-
development and rehabilitation
plan. The award was presented
in 13 different categories, while
KIIT is the only institution in
India to get the award in the cat-
egory.

The AICTE had held a com-
petition “AICTE-Vishwakarma
Awards-2020” for the students
and AICTE-approved institutes
to encourage and motivate
young students and institutions
to raise their performance in
their specific domains. AICTE

recognised and honoured the
innovative work of the KIIT-DU
for its social work during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The
awards were declared in the
presence of Dr Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank, Union

Minister of Education; Professor
Anil  D Sahasrabudhe,
Chairman, AICTE; Dr MP
Poonia,  Vice Chairman;
Professor Rajive Kumar, Member
Secretary and other eminent
educationists and dignitaries.

RITES Ltd, Transport
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e

Consultancy and Engineering
company, has been awarded
a contract for Railway
Electrification works on com-
petition basis amounting to
`475 crore.

An agreement will be
signed between RITES and
the concerned Railway in
this regard in due course.
This turn key contract
majorly covers sections of
Mavli-Bari Sadri for 82
RKM; Udaipur-
Himmatnagar for 210 RKM;
Bhatinda-Firozpur for 81
RKM; and Gulbarga-Bidar
for 110 RKM of NWR, NR
and SCR, respectively.

Rajeev Mehrotra,
Chairman and Managing
Director, RITES Limited,
said, “These important addi-
tions to our order book will
be executed on priority as
these are a part of the key
plan of railways for complete
electrification.”

Afirst of its kind web-interaction
was organised by Western

Railway Sports Association (WRSA)
to motivate the sportspersons of
Western Railway. Tanuja Kansal,
president of Western Railway
Women Welfare Organisation
(WRWWO) and Alok Kansal, gen-
eral manager of Western Railway,
attended as the chief guests. They
interacted with sportspersons,
coaches, captains and sports admin-
istrators of Western Railway Sports
Association through the Webinar.

Five Arjuna awardees, 60 coach-
es, and 22 elite sportspersons took
part in this interactive session. The
web interaction was anchored by Raj
Kumar Lal, president of WRSA
and Sandeep Rajvanshy, general
secretary of WRSA.

The webinar was organised as
part of the ‘Fit India Freedom Run’.
Principal HODs, divisional railway

managers and other officers of
Western Railway also joined. A
short film about various infrastruc-
ture and allied facilities was show-
cased during the session, followed by
a brief presentation on various
activities of WRSA and profiles of
37 sports teams of Western Railway
giving details of team members, cap-
tains and coaches.

Names like Gurbux Singh
Grewal (Olympian bronze medalist,
hockey), Balbir Singh Grewal (Asian
Games hold medalist, hockey),
Diana Edulji (Padamshree and
Arjuna Award, cricket), Eliza Nelson
(Padamshree Award, hockey), Selma
D’silva (Padamshree Award, hock-
ey) and Subhash Agarwal (runner-
up in World Billiards

Championship) were talked
about with great pride.

Kansal commended the
sports personalities who have
won laurels for the country, as
well as for Railways. She fur-
ther said that this was made
possible only because of the
talent developed by each indi-
vidual, through their hard
work and determination,
which has made them cham-
pions today. She also gave
credit to the parents of these
sportspersons, who encour-
aged them to pursue their
dreams and provided all the
necessary support. She added
that now it was the turn of rail-
ways to support them to reach

the pinnacle of their career in
sports. She said that this could
be fulfilled by achieving targets
set by their coaches. She fur-
ther encouraged women to
pursue sports at a profession-
al level. She emphasised on
how a sportswoman plays
dual role — that of a caring
mother at home and an
achiever in sports. 

She said she is proud of
the fact that many sports-
women of WR have won
awards and medals. She was
delighted that four of WR’s
women hockey players are
presently undergoing training
at Bengaluru for the Tokyo
Olympic Games. She wished

them the very best for the
Games.

As a gesture of apprecia-
tion, an award of �25,000 was
announced for the welfare of
WR’s sportswomen, which
will be used to set up locker
sets for them. Many of WR’s
sportswomen from various
sporting events have their
practice sessions in WR’s
Mahalaxmi sportsground. The
locker sets will be placed in the
changing room at the pavilion
at Mahalaxmi, which will ben-
efit and be of great help to the
sportswomen.

Kansal concluded,
“Continuous effort is the key
to unlocking one’s potential,
and success comes to those
who refuse to give up. We have
to believe in ourselves and fol-
low the road to our dreams.”

SHARP Business Systems (India)
Pvt. Ltd announced the launch of

PN-CD701, the world’s first Windows
collaboration display, which offers
best-in-class environment for business
meetings with better space utilisation
and more productive collaboration
with minimal setup.

The display has been specially
designed keeping in mind the office
and remote working requirement of
corporates. The next-generation
interactive display enables better
space utilisation and more produc-
tive collaboration in meetings, board
rooms and training rooms which
would totally revolutionise the way
official conferences are conducted
whether working from home or
office space. The display comes with
certification from Microsoft and
Skype for businesses.

Announcing the launch, Shinji
Minatogawa, managing director, said,
“SHARP has been known for its ded-
ication to constantly developing
innovative technologies to support
the evolving needs of its customers.
Our products not only offer
improved technology and the latest
features but also improve their qual-
ity of life. We have yet again delivered
on this promise and offered our cus-
tomers with the seamless all-in-one

solution that allows them to work
comfortably and efficiently from
anywhere in the world.”

Besides the launch, SHARP has
also rolled out a special, integrated
package of workplace solutions keep-
ing in mind the requirement of
working professionals operating

remotely in the times of COVID-19.
The package includes the Windows
collaboration display along with a
multi-functional printer — a
Commercial Air Purifier and a
Dynabook laptop. The package can
benefit all work groups including
startups but is in particular designed

for SMEs, BFSI, large institutions and
multinational corporates to make
working from home easier, safer
and more efficient.

The collaboration display
embraces a 4K Ultra HD 70-class
interactive display, 12+12W built-in
speakers, a high-quality camera and
an IoT sensor hub that works seam-
lessly with the best Microsoft 365 col-
laboration tools. The device comes
with a built-in microphone and a
wireless casting that works with
Windows and Android devices. It
provides clear, visual information to
enable more efficient workstation util-
isation and creates a comfortable
meeting and training environment for
more productive collaboration and
learning, while also improving over-
all facilities management. Besides, the
10-point Projected Capacitive
[PCAP] touch technology and Direct
Optical Bonding provides a more
accurate touch precision and natur-
al Pen-on-Paper experience.

The launch took place virtually
with a footfall of over 500 corporate
costumers across the industry. The 4K
Ultra HD Windows Collaboration
Display is available for purchase all
over India directly from the compa-
ny or through authorised SHARP
dealers and is priced at �11,29,000.

�It has been more than a
month that you took
charge of the Municipal
Corporation of Ghaziabad.
What have been your
observations about the city
so far?

Well, I will not call them
flaws, rather areas, which
need improvement, where
work needs to be done.
Over the course of time, I
have seen that scope of work
in many fields.

�Where did you see it the
most?

The biggest problem in
Ghaziabad is garbage dis-
posal, for which we have
prepared a complete action
plan for permanent solution.
A plan is being prepared to
set up 10 garbage factories in
five of the municipal corpo-
ration’s zone cities —  Kavi
Nagar, Vijay Nagar, Mohan
Nagar and Vasundhara
areas. Here, five factories

will be set up in the first
phase in six months. These
will be operated on PPP
model. The Municipal
Corporation will provide
the waste to the respective
firm that runs these facto-
ries. This firm will segregate
wet and dry waste and make
organic fertiliser and other
products from it and sell it
in the market. The factories
will operate from the pro-
ceeds from it.  The
Municipal Corporation will
neither take nor provide
anything for this. The spe-
cial thing is that 12,000

garbage pickers will also get
Ranj Gar in these factories.
Here, these units will have a
state-of-the-art machine for
garbage disposal. This entire
project will be operated at a
corporate level. In January
2021, the first factory will be
commissioned and handed
over to the city.

�Do you have any plans to
make the city beautiful?

Of course, the target
has been set to make the city
clean and green in mission
allocation. Vending zones
will also be set up. Digital
hoardings will  not be
installed in the city anymore.
The variance of stray ani-
mals will be stopped as well
as action is being taken to
get rid of the problem of
monkeys and stray dogs in
resident areas.

�What is the action plan to
protect the property of the

Municipal Corporation
from the land mafia?

After taking charge, I
have inspected many places
and made an action plan to
save the assets of the corpo-
ration. With the removal of
land from the possession of
land mafia, the number of
properties of the corpora-
tion which has been given
on rent or lease is 1,200.
Allottees who have sub-let
these assets will be cancelled
and all properties will be re-
auctioned. 

Also, the tax base will
be increased so that the
income of the municipal
corporation can increase.
The assets will be mailed to
bring it into the tax net. As
far as redeeming the land
from land mafia is con-
cerned, strict action will be
taken against such people so
that no one can muster the
courage to commit such a
crime again.

To meet the expected growth of
passenger footfall, AAI’s
Dehradun Airport is getting

upgraded at the project cost of �353
crore. The first phase of development
work includes construction of
Domestic Terminal Building along
with Utility Block, Car park, Sewage
Treatment Plant, Rainwater
Harvesting structures and other ancil-
lary structures.

With an area of 42,776 sqm, the
New Terminal Building will able to
welcome 1,800 passengers during
the peak hours, thereby expanding the
capacity of the airport eight times
than before. The building will have a
concourse, check-in area, security
hold and arrival lounge at ground
floor, security hold at first floor and
other services and various offices at
mezzanine floor. Equipped with 36
check-in counters and four aero-
bridges, the new terminal will have all
the modern facilities like self check-
in kiosks and inline baggage screen-
ing facility. Ample retail space spread
in an area of 6,465 sqm is also
planned, to help accelerate the gen-

eration of revenue and employment
for local youth.

The design height of the building
is optimally done to reduce the cost

of construction and operation. The
building has been designed to provide
passengers and visitors a sense of
place highlighting the culture and her-

itage of Uttarakhand. Arched façade
is inspired by the work featured at
Forest Research Institute, Dehradun
and the feature columns are inspired

by the form of Brahmakamal, the state
flower of Uttarakhand.

The new building will also have
eco-friendly sustainable features like
double-curved roof to aid in rainwa-
ter harvesting, sewage treatment
plant, solar power system, energy effi-
cient fixtures and provision of max-
imum natural light through sky-
lights.

The second phase of the develop-
ment work will include shifting of
operations from existing terminal
building to the new one and construc-
tion of balance portion of terminal
building along with integration of all
the services and completion of bal-
ance works.

Almost 80 per cent of the devel-
opment work has been completed and
the project is likely to be completed
by October 21.
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Mahendra Singh Dhoni did
not lead from the front by

dropping himself down the
batting order during a mam-
moth chase, opined former
India batsman Gautam
Gambhir, tearing into CSK cap-
tain’s decision to bat at number
seven against Rajasthan Royals.

The former India opener
reckons that if any other captain
had done this, he would have
drawn a lot of flak but since it
is Dhoni, people are not even
talking about it.

“I was a bit surprised to be
honest. MS Dhoni batting at No
7? And sending (Ruturaj)
Gaikwad, Sam Curran before
him. Makes no sense to me. In
fact you should be leading
from the front,” Gambhir told
ESPNcricinfo’s T20 Time Out.

“This is not what you call
leading from the front. Batting
at No 7 when you’re chasing
217. The game was over. Faf was
probably the lone warrior,” he
said.

“See, if someone else would
have done this, some other
(batsman) captain had batted at
No 7, he would have got a lot
of flak. It is MS Dhoni —
probably that’s why people don’t
talk about it.”

The 38-year-old Gambhir,
who played 58 Tests and 147
ODIs between 2003 and 2016,
also questioned CSK’s intent to
win the game.

“There is nothing wrong if
you end up getting out early, at
least start leading from the
front, trying to inspire the team
as well. What you did in the last
over (hitting 3 sixes in last over),
probably if you’d done that
coming in at No 4 or 5, along-
side Faf, you could have made
a game out of it,” said Gambhir.

“Probably there was no
such intent to make a game out
of it. I thought after the (first)
six overs, they had literally

given up on the game. And
probably MS was trying to get
back into that match rhythm of
batting till the end and get some
runs under his belt so he can
actually play these kind of
innings in the coming games.

“You’ve got to be in the pre-
sent, try and win each game
possible. I thought there was no
intent to win the game and they
were never there in the chase.”

On Dhoni hitting three
sixes in the f inal over,
Gambhir said, “Yes, you can
talk about MS Dhoni’s last over
but it was of no use to be hon-
est. It was just all personal
runs.”

Gambhir said it  was
“absolute miscalculation” on
the part of CSK to delay
Dhoni’s arrival at the crease.

“When you don’t have
Suresh Raina, you’re making
people believe that Sam
Curran is better than you.
You’re making people believe

that Ruturaj Gaikwad,
Curran, Kedar Jadhav,
Faf du Plessis, M Vijay,
all these guys, are bet-
ter than you.

“Probably not the right
captaincy as well. This is
not how you ask someone
like MS to lead the side.”
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Kings XI Punjab will look to
put behind the controver-
sial ‘short run’ decision in

their IPL opener and start afresh
when they take on Virat Kohli’s
buoyant Royal Challengers
Bangalore here on Thursday.

In their opening game against
Delhi Capitals, the square-leg
umpire erroneously called KXIP’s
Chris Jordan for a ‘short run’ in the
third ball of the 19th over, effec-
tively costing his team the close-
ly fought game.

KXIP went on to lodge an
appeal to the match referee over
the incident but on Thursday, KL
Rahul and Co would like forget
the unsavoury incident and focus
on the task ahead.

In contrast, RCB opened their
campaign on a winning note
defeating Sunrisers Hyderabad
by 10 runs, raising hopes that
things might finally fall into place

for them this season.
Devdutt Padikkal started

his IPL career on a classy note
hitting a sublime half-century
and will once again be in focus,
while AB de Villers will also
look to continue in the same
vein following a crucial half-
century.

Both Kohli and Aaron
Finch looked good on Monday
night and would be itching to
spend more time in the middle.

Yuzvendra Chahal, as
always, will be the key man in
the RCB bowling attack. But
Umesh Yadav continues to leak
runs and going by his showing
in the first game, he could be
replaced by Mohammad Siraj.
It remains to be seen if the team
can fit in England all-rounder
Moeen Ali in the middle-order.
With Josh Phillippe being cho-
sen as the specialist wicketkeep-
er batsman to start with, Ali can
only replace Dale Steyn in the

eleven.
For KXIP, Mayank

Agarwal looked in imperious
touch but was gutted to not be
able to get his team over the line
with just one run required to
win.

Rahul, Glenn Maxwell and
Nicholas Pooran will be expect-
ed to step up as they possess the
ability to take away the game
from any opposition.

Big hitters Chris Gayle,
who was left out of the opener
for better balance in the eleven,
could be back and batting all-
rounder Jimmy Neesham could
also be given a chance.

KXIP’s bowling is spear-
headed by Mohammed Shami,
who proved his high worth in
the team’s opener.

Young leg-spinner Ravi
Bishnoi will go into the game
more confident, having
impressed against Delhi
Capitals.
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The extended two-week quar-
antine of Chennai Super

Kings hampered his prepara-
tions as he did not get enough
time for batting practice, said
captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni
after his side lost to Rajasthan
Royals by 16 runs in their sec-
ond IPL game.

Dhoni came in to bat at No
7, sending the likes of Sam
Curran and Kedar Jadhav ahead
of him in a mammoth 217-run
chase on Tuesday.

Asked why he came so low
in the order, the CSK captain
said, “I haven’t batted for a long
time. 14-day quarantine doesn’t
help.”

“Also, we wanted to try dif-
ferent things, give opportunities
to Sam (Curran). We have the
opportunity to try different
things. If they don’t work, you
can always go back to your
strengths,” the CSK skipper
said.

Dhoni’s reference was to
CSK’s extra one-week quaran-
tine after 13 people in their con-
tingent tested positive for Covid-
19, resulting in missing out on
important training sessions. He
was not out on 29 off 17 balls
with three sixes in the last over.

Although he didn’t name
Murali Vijay but the veteran
opener’s run-a-ball 21 was one
of the reasons for CSK falling
short besides an off-day from his
spin duo of Ravindra Jadeja
and Piyush Chawla.

“With 217 on the board, we
needed a very good start which
was not the case. Steve (Smith)
and (Sanju) Samson batted very
well. We need to give credit to
their bowlers. Once you’ve seen
the first innings, you knew the
lengths to bowl,” Dhoni said.

“Their spinners did well to
bowl away from the batsman.
Our spinners made the error to
bowl too full. If we would’ve
maybe restricted them to 200, it
would’ve been a good game.”
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Convinced that possessing an array of
shots is a must to go with power-hit-

ting, wicket-keeper batsman Sanju
Samson says he worked on these aspects
during the coronavirus enforced break.

The work done by Samson was there
to be seen when he pulverised the
Chennai Super Kings on Tuesday night,
setting up a Rajasthan Royal’s win with
his blistering 32-ball 74-run knock,
studded with nine sixes and a boundary.

That he is an impact player is a
known fact but his clean and elegant hit-
ting earned praise from one and all.

“I think range-hitting is what the
game demands in this generation. I had
time to work out in these 5 months, and
I think I’ve increased that ability,” Samson
said at the post-match presentation.

“I’ve been working hard on my fit-
ness, diet and training, and on my
strength, because my game relies a lot on
power hitting,” he added.

Samson, who was adjudged Man-of-
the-Match, said his plan is to go and hit
all the deliveries in his arc.

“My game plan is stand and deliver.
If it’s in the arc I go for it, and it’s very
important to keep the intent to hit the ball
if it’s there to be hit.
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The women’s FIFA Under-17
World Cup, which has been

rescheduled to February-March,
is likely to be postponed yet
again in view of the Covid-19
pandemic.

Originally scheduled to be
held in five venues of India from
November 2 to 21, the women’s
age group showpiece was
pushed to February 17-March 7
next year due to the pandemic,
which has played havoc with
sporting calendars worldwide.

With the health crisis still
showing no signs of abating and
with the qualifying tournaments
yet to be held in Africa, North
and Central America and South
America, there is a high possi-
bility of the tournament getting
postponed yet again.

“There is a high possibility
that the women’s FIFA U-17
World Cup will be postponed
again. The new time frame
when the tournament will be
held is yet not known. But most
probably it is getting postponed,”
a source privy to the develop-
ment told PTI.

All India Football
Federation (AIFF) general sec-
retary Kushal Das, however,

told PTI that there is “no official
update” on the matter yet.

But when asked specifical-
ly whether there is a possibility
of the postponement of the
tournament in view of the pre-
vailing situation, he said, “It can
be (postponed).”

With less than five months
left for the tournament, the
confederations of Africa (CAF),
North and Central America
(CONCACAF) and South
America (CONMEBOL) are yet
to hold their qualifiers.

Europe (UEFA) cancelled its
qualifying tournament last
month and nominated Spain,
England and Germany — its
highest-ranked teams. The con-
federation of Oceania (OFA) did
the same and nominated New
Zealand as its representative in
the U-17 World Cup.

Only Asia (AFC) conduct-
ed the qualifiers as scheduled.
Japan and North Korea qualified
after becoming the champions
and runners-up respectively in
the 2019 AFC U-16 Women's
Championship.

The AIFF had planned to
start the national camp early
next month but it may not hap-
pen if the tournament is post-
poned.

Ottawa: Last year’s US Open
champion Bianca Andreescu
said on Tuesday she will sit out
the remainder of the season to
focus on her “health and train-
ing” after a year beset by injury.

Andreescu, who beat Serena
Williams at Flushing Meadows
12 months ago, has not played
a match since hurting her knee
last October at the WTA Finals
in Shenzhen.

“I have come to the difficult
decision to skip the clay court
swing this year and will be tak-
ing the remainder of the season
off to focus on my health and
training,” Andreescu wrote on
Twitter.

“As hard as it was to come
to this conclusion, I have so
much to look forward to in 2021,
including the Olympics; I want

to use this time to focus on my
game so I can come back
stronger and better than

ever.”
Andreescu joins

defending Roland
Garros champion

Ashleigh Barty
and newly-crowned

US Open winner Naomi
Osaka on the absentee
list for the September

27-October 11 Grand
Slam in Paris.
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Skipper Rohit Sharma's
effortless batting formed

the cornerstone of Mumbai
Indians' resounding 49-run
win over Kolkata Knight
Riders in an Indian Premier
League match here on
Wednesday.

On a big Sheikh Zayed
Stadium, Rohit pummelled
the KKR bowlers into submis-
sion for a 54-ball 80 and
powered Mumbai to an
imposing 195/5.

The night belonged to
Rohit, the great white-ball
exponent, whose knock was
laced with six sixes.

Then the Jasprit Bumrah-
led Mumbai attack did most
things right to restrict KKR to
146 for nine and end their
winless streak in the UAE.

KKR were never on
course for a comfortable chase
as they lost openers
Shubhman Gill (7) and Sunil
Narine (9) cheaply to be in a
spot of bother at 25 for two.

One-down skipper
Dinesh Karthik (30 off 23)
and Nitish Rana (24 off 18)
tried to up the ante but they
were still playing the catch-up
game with 125 runs needed
from the last 10 overs.

Kolkata were dealt a dou-
ble blow in quick succession
first Karthik was trapped by
Rahul Chahar (2/26) in front
of the wicket and then Hardik
Pandya grabbed a running
catch on the fence to send
back Rana.

Bumrah (2/32) in the 16th
over sealed the game for

Mumbai as he removed Andre
Russell (11), who was bowled,
and then forced Eoin Morgan
(20) to edge to the wicket-
keeper.

Pat Cummins (33 off 12)
launched into Bumrah with
four sixes in a very expensive
18th over, but it was too late
for Kolkata, who failed to
put up a contest. Bumrah
went for 27 runs.

Kieron Pollard (1/21),
Trent Boult (2/30), James
Pattison (2/25 ) played their
roles to perfection.

Earlier, put into bat, after
Shivam Mavi (2/32) removed
opener Quinton De Kock (1)
cheaply, Rohit (80 off 54 balls;
3 fours,  6 sixes) and
Suryakumar Yadav (47 off
28; 6 fours, 1 six) added 90
runs for the second wicket to
pull the team out of trouble.

Rohit, who began with a
maximum, displayed his lan-
guid grace and elegance as he
took the Kolkata attack to the
cleansers.

Surya effortlessly smashed

four boundaries off Sandeep
Warrier (0/34), including a
cover-drive and a flick, in the
third over.

Rohit got going after
smashing pacer Pat Cummins
(0/49) for two maximums
both being his trademark
pull-short. With the two look-
ing good and hitting sixes and
fours at will, Mumbai raced to
94/1 after 10 overs.

Kolkata, however, cut
short Surya's stay when he
was run out.

Rohit continued his bru-
tal onslaught against china-
man Kuldeep Yadav (0-39),
smashing him for two maxi-
mums.

Saurabh Tiwary (21),
Hardik Pandya (18) played
perfect second fiddle to Rohit,
who literally bulldozed the
opposition bowlers.

Kolkata tried to pull
things back by removing
Rohit, Hardik in quick suc-
cession even as Mumbai
added 48 runs in the last five
overs.
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The absence of veteran pacer
Lasith Malinga is an oppor-

tunity for others to step up,
according to Mumbai Indians
captain Rohit Sharma. The 37-
year-old Malinga has been ruled
out for the season and in his
absence, MI relied upon James
Pattinson and Jasprit Bumrah to
deliver in the death overs in the
IPL season opener against
Chennai Super Kings.

It didn’t quite work out for
them and they ended up losing
the match by five wickets. “What
happened in the past is in the
past,” said Rohit after the toss on
Wednesday. “There are some
areas where we need to rectify.
Hopefully we don’t make those
mistakes.”

“Malinga is like Pollard, has
been a massive player for us. It
was unfortunate that he could-
n’t make it due to personal rea-
sons. That gives an opportuni-
ty to others. We need to enjoy
our cricket as a squad.”

KKR captain Karthik chose
to field first, despite teams bat-
ting first winning three of the
four games that have been
played in the season thus far.
“We will bowl first. IANS

New Delhi: At the 2010 IPL player auc-
tion, Mumbai Indians, Chennai Super
Kings, Royal Challengers Bangalore and
Kolkata Knight Riders were locked in a
fierce bidding war for West Indies all
rounder Kieron Adrian Pollard. Eventually,
Mumbai Indians grabbed him for a whop-
ping $2.2 million. Since then, the
Trinidadian has been a MI loyalist, and on
Wednesday, he played his 150th IPL match
for the four-time IPL champions.

“Having someone like Pollard in the
squad is always nice. He is a massive play-

er for us, hopefully he’ll come out and enjoy
his game, like he always goes,” MI captain
Rohit Sharma said of the towering West
Indian at the start of Wednesday’s match.

A master of hitting humongous sixes,
33-year-old Pollard has played 11 consec-
utive seasons for MI since 2010, has
scored 2,773 runs at an amazing strike rate
of 146.64 — hitting 177 sixes and 182
boundaries, before the start of Wednesday’s
game against KKR.

The only other player that instantly
comes to mind for his loyalty to a single

franchise is Virat Kohli, who has played for
RCB in all 13 seasons that IPL has been in
existence for.

Pollard didn’t have an extraordinary
first season with MI in 2010 — 273 runs
in 14 matches without a half-century and
15 wickets — but the franchise owners kept
faith in him as he was more than handy
with the ball too. He has bagged 56 wick-
ets at an economy rate of 8.83, before the
KKR game on Wednesday.

A brilliant fielder in the deep, Pollard
has taken 82 catches so far. IANS
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Sharjah: It will take some time
to see MS Dhoni — the finish-
er, that everyone is waiting for,
says Chennai Super Kings head
coach Stephen Fleming as his
side fell short in its run chase
against Rajasthan Royals despite
having the former India captain
at the crease.

“We have this question
every year. He was in in the 14th
over, which is pretty much
optimal time, and sort of batted
accordingly. He is coming back
from not playing a huge amount
of cricket,” Fleming said at the
post-match press conference.

“So, the expectations to see
him at his best is gonna take
some time. But you see him
towards the end, he was very
good. Faf du Plessis carried the

form, so we weren’t too far away.
It wasn’t the batting that was the
worry to be honest.”

Fleming said his spinners
were slow in adjusting the
length of their deliveries (they
bowled overpitched). Sanju
Samson (74) was on fire against
their spinners.

“Their (RR) hitting was
very good in the 8 overs they
faced. It was a good surface (to
bat) and we were slow on
adjusting. We did not adjust
quickly. There was intent to
adjust but execution was poor.

“So it was dangerous time
and we had to just hang in there
and try. We came close to
pulling back to a manageable
score but that last over took us
out of reach.” PTI

���1����&����������������������$�) ,�/+=92��&


