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Thousands of protesting
farmers spilled on the

streets in several parts of the
country hitting normal life
and rail and road traffic in a big
way as part of their “Bharat
bandh” protest against the farm
bills.

Massive protests were seen
in parts of Punjab, Haryana,
Bengaluru, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Telangana, etc.

After holding separate
protests, farmers under the
banners Bharti Kisan Union
Krantikari, Kirti Kisan Union,
Bharatiya Kisan Union (Ekta
Ugrahan), Kisan Mazdoor
Sangharsh Committee and
BKU (Lakhowal) with support
of political parties, including
the Congress, the RJD and the
Trinamool Congress, as well as
10 central trade unions blocked
highways, railway tracks, dis-
rupted traffic and brought life
to a standstill in several parts
of the country. 

According to reports,
farmers blocked highways
which include Chandigarh-
Delhi, Amritsar Delhi, Delhi-
Dehradun, Ayodhya Lucknow,
B a g h p a t - B a d a y u n ,
Bommanahalli on Karnataka-
Tamil Nadu highway.
Meanwhile, farmers from
Punjab have extended the rail
roko agitation till September
29.

In Punjab, agitating farm-
ers blocked roads, including
highways. Road blockades
caused hardships to commuters
in both States and life to a
standstill in Bathinda,
Jalandhar, Patiala, Moga,
Ferozepur, Fazilka, Barnala,
Faridkot, Muktsar, Mansa,
Bathinda and other districts of
Malwa belt.

Farmers accompanied by
their family members, includ-
ing mothers, wives and daugh-
ters converged in large num-
bers at various places in
Amritsar, Ferozepur, Barnala
and staged sit-in and held
demonstrations at all the entry
points. Shops, commercial
establishments and vegetable
markets at many places
remained shut. Shopkeepers
have been appealed to keep
their shops shut in support of
farmers. Buses of the State-
owned Pepsu Road Transport
Corporation (PRTC) remained
off-road. The supply of essen-
tial commodities was hit badly
across Punjab. The supply of
milk was also partially affect-
ed in many areas.

In Muktsar, SAD chief
Sukhbir Singh Badal led a trac-
tor march from his Badal vil-
lage residence. While he drove
the tractor, wife and former
Union Minister Harsimrat
Kaur Badal sat beside him.
Sukhbir led a tractor march
from his residence in Badal vil-
lage to Lambi.  Prominent

Punjabi singers, including
Harbhajan Mann and Ranjit
Bawa, took part in a farmers’
protest in Nabha.  Farmers at
several places in the State start-
ed gathering on roads to stop
the movement of traffic.
Women protesters under the
banner of the Kisan Mazdoor
Sangharsh Committee took
out a protest march in
Amritsar.

A 33-second video shot on
the Amritsar-Pathankot high-
way shows some protesters
making way for an ambulance.
A group of protesters, holding
placards, clear up the road as
the ambulance followed by a
car move ahead. Some of the
farmers are seen sitting on a
tractor, while some trucks are
blocking the road. In Barnala,
a tractor was set on fire by pro-

testers against the farm Bills. 
Punjab farmers blocked

the Sangrur-Patiala,
Chandigarh-Bathinda and
Ambala-Rajpura-Ludhiana and
Moga-Ferozepur roads. In
Patiala, essential supplies,
including milk and poultry
supply, were hit as farmers
held blockades on roads lead-
ing to the city. Hundreds of
farmers held a protest and
blocked the Sangrur-Patiala
highway. In Moga, farmers
blocked the rail and road traf-
fic on the national highway at
Dagru village on the border of
Moga and Ferozepur districts. 

Meanwhile, Haryana farm-
ers blocked the Rohtak-Jhajjar
road. Farmers held protests at
several places, including Rewari
and Yamunanagar. 

Continued on Page 11
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The Election Commission of
India  on Friday announced

that elections for 243 Assembly
seats in Bihar will take place in
three phases — first on October
28, second on November 3 and
the third on November 7 —
while counting of all votes will
take place on November 10. 

The EC announced the
poll schedule rejecting the
demand for postponement of
the polls by political parties due
to coronavirus pandemic and
flood in the State.

The Assembly polls in
Bihar will be the biggest voting
exercise in the world to be held
in the time of coronavirus.
There will be an extra voting
hour, separate voting for Covid
patients, suspects and those in
quarantine, and no physical
contact during the campaign. 

With this announcement,
the Model Code of Conduct
comes into force in the State.
Bihar’s 243-member Assembly
is set to expire on November
29, 2020.

However, the dates for by-
polls to 64 Assembly con-
stituencies and one parlia-
mentary seat will be
announced next week on
Tuesday (September 29), after
the EC reviews the objections
of some States to the timing of
the polls.

The Bihar Assembly elec-
tions are crucial for the BJP as
it has suffered electoral setbacks
after retaining power at the
Centre with a bigger majority
in 2019. It was unable to form
the Government in
Maharashtra despite emerg-
ing as the single largest party
following disagreements with
its oldest ally, Shiv Sena, over
power-sharing. 

Continued on Page 11
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Scientists have identified
highly effective antibodies

against the novel coronavirus,
which they say can lead to the
development of a passive vac-
cination for Covid-19.

Unlike in active vaccina-
tion, passive vaccination
involves the administration of
ready-made antibodies, which
are degraded after some time.

However, the effect of a
passive vaccination is almost
immediate, whereas with an
active vaccination it has to
build up first, the researchers
said. The research, published in
the journal Cell, also shows that
some SARS-CoV-2 antibodies
bind to tissue samples from
various organs, which could
potentially trigger undesired
side effects.

The scientists at the
German Center for
Neurodegenerative Diseases
(DZNE) and Charite -
Universitatsmedizin Berlin iso-
lated almost 600 different anti-
bodies from the blood of indi-
viduals who had overcome
Covid-19, the disease triggered
by SARS-CoV-2. By means of

laboratory tests, they were able
to narrow this number down to
a few antibodies that were par-
ticularly effective at binding to
the virus.

The researchers then pro-
duced these antibodies artifi-
cially using cell cultures.

The so-called neutralising
antibodies bind to the virus, as
crystallographic analysis
reveals, and thus prevent the
pathogen from entering cells
and reproducing, they said.

In addition, virus recogni-
tion by antibodies helps
immune cells to eliminate the
pathogen. Studies in hamsters
— which, like humans, are
susceptible to infection by
SARS-CoV-2 — confirmed the
high efficacy of the selected
antibodies.

Continued on Page 11
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SP Balasubramaniam, a leg-
endary playback singer,

music director, actor, dubbing
artist, and film producer, is no
more. The 74-year-old maestro
breathed his last at a corporate
hospital in Chennai at 1.04 pm
on Friday.

SPB, as he was known
among friends and fans, was
admitted to the city’s MGM
Hospital on August 5 when he
was diagnosed with Covid-19.
He was later put on ventilator
and ECMO. After days, SPB’s
condition became stable and he

was looking forward to getting
discharged from the hospital to
watch the IPL matches.

But by Thursday evening
his condition deteriorated and
after a 12-hour fight with the
pandemic, the singer, who ren-
dered more than 40,000 songs
in 16 languages, succumbed to
the condition.

Balasubramaniam is sur-
vived by his wife, son, and
daughter. “Humility personi-
fied” that was how the film
world and music lovers
described SPB who was a recip-
ient of Padma Shri and Padma
Bhushan awards.

Continued on Page 13
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On day the farmers called
for a Bharat bandh to

protest the Modi Government’s
farm sector legislations,  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Friday exhorted the  BJP work-
ers to create awareness about
the Government’s enactments
of the new laws and “authentic
efforts” made by it for the bet-
terment of the lives of farmers
and labourers.

The Prime Minister said
the BJP has fulfilled its “major
promises” including that on
Article 370 and construction of
“Ram temple” at Ayodhya.

Addressing BJP workers
and leaders through video con-
ference on the day of the birth
anniversary of the party ideo-
logue Pandit Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya, the Prime Minister
listed progressive laws passed

by the Government to improve
the lives of farmers, labourers
and those in the   footpath mar-
ket “Rehri-patri wale”. They
have been aligned with the
banking system, “receiving
loan, salary or pension”, he said.

He drew the attention of
the BJP workers and leaders to
the New Education Policy
(NEP) which has been brought
out after 30 years and asked
them to organise meets of five
to seven days to analyse NEP
and the benefits which could be
drawn from it  with educated
people.

Remembering Upadhyaya,
Modi said post-Independence
when the country was trying to
adopt foreign model of devel-
opment, the late leader stressed
on the indigenous way of eco-
nomic, social, and cultural
development. 

Continued on Page 11

��������	
	�����	����	����	
�����
��������	
���

�����	���������
���������������������������
�	������������������������

������
������ ���
	

Aday ahead of its much-dis-
cussed questioning of

actress Deepika Padkone, the
Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) grilled actress Rakul
Preet Singh and Deepika’s man-
ager Karishma Prakash in con-
nection with the Sushant
death-related drug case and
expanded Bollywood-drug
nexus case.

A day after she had sought
time to appear before the NCB
for questioning, Rakul record-
ed her statement under the
Section 67 in the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act, 1985.

Karishma, whose deposi-
tion will have a bearing on the
involvement or otherwise of

Deepika in matters relating to
procurement and usage of
drugs, has been summoned
once again by the NCB on
Saturday for questioning.

“Today Rakul Preet and
Karishma joined the investiga-
tion. Karishma has been called
again tomorrow,” NCB’s
Deputy Director (Operations)

KPS Malhotra said.
Given that the NCB has

already confirmed that she will
join the investigations, it is cer-
tain Deepika would be ques-
tioned by the investigating
agency on Saturday.

Over the past couple of
days, there has been a consid-
erable build-up in the elec-
tronic media for Deepika’s
questioning scheduled for
Saturday. On her part, the
“Padmavat” actress has main-
tained stoic silence over the
intense speculation in the
media about her alleged link to
the drugs. 

However, notwithstanding
the eagerness of a section of the
electronic media to see them in
the dock, it was not clear till the
evening as to when two other

actresses Sara Ali Khan and
Shraddha Kapoor would join
the investigations on Saturday. 

Continued on Page 11

New Delhi: Sushant Singh
Rajput’s family lawyer Vikas
Singh claimed on Friday that a
doctor, who is part of AIIMS
team, had told him “long back”
that Rajput’s photos sent by the
lawyer indicated that it was
allegedly death by strangula-
tion, not suicide. 
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has pro-

visionally attached assets worth
�127 crore in the �3,700 crore
Yes Bank fraud case.

The attached property is a
residential flat of Rana Kapoor
at Apartment 1, 77 South
Audley Street, London, UK.
The market value of the flat is
13.5 million pound (�127
crore). The property was pur-
chased by Kapoor in 2017 for
9.9 million pound (�93 Crore)
in the name of DOIT Creations
Jersey Limited and Kapoor is its
beneficial owner.

“Information from a reli-
able source revealed that Rana
Kapoor is trying to alienate this
property in London and that he
has hired a reputed property
consultant. Enquiries from
open sources confirmed that
this property has been listed for
sale on several websites,” the
ED said in a statement.  

The initiated investigation
under PMLA against Rana
Kapoor and others on the basis
of FIR registered by CBI under
various IPC Sections like cheat-
ing and criminal conspiracy
and relevant provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption Act.

Continued on Page 11
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British telecom giant
Vodafone Group plc on

Friday won an arbitration
against the Indian Government
over a demand for �22,100
crore in taxes using retrospec-
tive legislation. An interna-
tional arbitration tribunal ruled
that India’s demand in past
taxes was in breach of fair treat-
ment under a bilateral invest-
ment protection pact.

Continued on Page 11
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Advocating the importance
of media in a strong

democracy, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said that dialogue
could solve many problems
and media was the medium to
communicate and take one’s
views across the world.

“The media is a powerful
medium of communication
and the need of the hour is to
strengthen it by introducing
new digital innovation,” Yogi
said while inaugurating a new
Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
Information Complex in
Lucknow on Friday.

In his address, the chief
minister announced Rs 5 lakh
health insurance for all accred-
ited journalists and Rs 10 lakh
for those media persons who
died of COVID-19 in the
recent past.

“The Information and
Publicity Department is instru-
mental in giving information to
the masses about government
schemes. This department acts
as a bridge between the gov-
ernment and the people and it

is the responsibility of the
Information department to
ensure that the schemes reach
people and benefit them,” Yogi
said.

The chief minister said
that One District, One Product
stall should be displayed in the
new building. 

“In fact, such stalls should
be in all government buildings,
including Lok Bhawan, so that
people visiting them could
know about the ODOP scheme
and local products. Even Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
suggested branding of local

products and coined the slogan
Vocal for Local,” he said.

Yogi said that the common
man was happy with the per-
formance of the Modi govern-
ment as it was able to provide
houses, power and toilets. 

“The PM is sensitive
towards people and therefore
he introduced such schemes
which would benefit all sec-
tions of society,” he said.

“The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment is working hard to ful-
fil the dream of the prime min-
ister and is implementing 

Continued on Page 11
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With the chief minister
upping the ante against

corruption in administration
and even suspending two IPS
officers and setting up a vigi-
lance probe against them, a BJP
leader from west UP has been
accused of throwing his weight
to grab civil contracts for his
aides in Sardhana Municipal
Council (SMC). 

Executive Officer of
Sardhana Municipal Council
Amita Varun had earlier lodged
a complaint, accusing local BJP
MLA Sangeet Som in this con-
nection and the matter was
being probed by the district
administration. 

The recent controversy
started after a SMC employee,
Ajay Chhabra, died in a hospi-
tal during treatment last
Tuesday. The next day, his wife,

Aastha Chhabra, lodged an FIR
against Amita Varun, accusing
her of harassing her husband
causing mental stress and
demanding her immediate
arrest.  The aggrieved family
refused to perform the last rites
but after assurance from
Superintendent of Police
Avinash Pandey, the family cre-
mated the body.

In turn, Varun filed an FIR
accusing the local BJP MLA of
trying to ‘deliberately’ frame
her. Varun alleged that Som
“wanted to run his writ in the
Council to grab most civil works
contracts either in his favour or
for his cronies”.  

“The BJP legislator is
responsible for the death of the
SMC employee and I am being
framed at Som’s behest. The
police are not taking any action
in connection with the FIR
lodged by me against him. There

are a number of cases lodged
against Som at Sardhana police
station. Police should have taken
action against him on pending
FIRs instead of conspiring to
frame me in a false case,” Varun
wrote in the FIR.  The Sardhana
Municipal Council executive
officer also met Meerut’s District
Magistrate K Balaji and
demanded personal security.

Reacting to the charges,
Som told local reporters that he
had “nothing to do” with the
affairs of the SMC.  “I have been
told that the executive officer has
a tainted record when it comes
to dealing with the employees
and hence she was transferred
17 times in the last two years,”
he said. Meanwhile the Meerut
district magistrate said, “Both
sides have lodged FIRs and the
cases are being investigated. We
will take suitable action once our
inquiry is completed.” 

Lucknow (PNS): Samajwadi
Party parliamentarian
Mohammad Azam Khan’s son
and former SP legislator
Abdullah Azam Khan could be
debarred from contesting polls
for six years for indulging in
corrupt practices for his elec-
tion to UP Assembly in 2017. 

The UP Assembly secre-
tariat has written to the
President of India in this regard
under provisions of Section 8-
A of Representation of People’s
Act, 1951. 

As per procedure laid
down in the Constitution, the
President will seek the opinion
of the Election Commission of
India and its opinion will be
binding on the President.

The Assemble secretariat
letter is learnt to have cited a
Allahabad High Court order of
December 2019, which set
aside the election of Abdullah
Azam to UP Assembly on the
ground of being under age
and filing forged birth certifi-

cate claiming attainment of 25
years of age.  In December
2019, the Allahabad High
Court had set aside Abdullah
Azam’s entry to the Assembly. 

As per the provisions of
Representation of People’s Act,
1951, a candidate has to be of
a minimum age of 25 to con-
test Assembly polls. The
Allahabad High Court had
ruled that Azam was not qual-
ified to contest the poll as he
was below 25 years of age
when he filed his nomination
as a SP candidate from Swar
constituency in 2017.

Abdullah Azam challenged
the court order in the Supreme
Court on January 17 this year
but the apex court refused to
stay the High Court order or
any other order to protect him
from legal action.

Earlier in February this
year, the UP Assembly Speaker
had disqualified Abdullah
Azam from the membership of
the House and the seat he rep-

resented was declared vacant.
A BJP leader from Rampur,

Akash Saxena, had lodged an
FIR at Ganj police station in
Rampur on January 3, 2019,
alleging fraud related to
Abdullah’s forged birth certifi-
cates, claiming that he had
two birth certificates. 

In April 2019, the police
had filed a chargesheet in the
court, alleging that Abdullah
also had two passports and two
PAN cards. A case was also reg-
istered against Azam Khan
and his wife Tazeen Fatma for
an submitting affidavit testify-
ing to the authenticity of their
son’s second birth certificate. 

Azam Khan represents
Rampur in the Lok Sabha and
his wife is an MLA from the
Rampur assembly seat. 

In February this year,
Azam Khan, his wife and son
were sent to judicial custody
and are presently lodged in
Sitapur jail  for the last seven
months.
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Desperately seeking to attain political rele-
vance, the Congress started a protest

against the recent farm legislations passed by
Parliament and staged demonstration in sup-
port of Bharat Bandh call given by various
farmers’ outfits on Friday.

In Lucknow, City Congress chief Mukesh
Chauhan and district chief Ved Prakash
Tripathi led party workers at Haiderganj
crossing and other parts of the city. 

Demonstrations were also staged by other
city and district units of the party across the
state and party workers raised anti-BJP and
anti-Narendra Modi slogans, demanding
immediate rollback of the bills.  

Speaking about the Congress’ reservation
to the bills, City Congress chief Mukesh
Singh Chauhan said, “We have three specific
demands. First, the government should
insert clauses in the bills, stating that minimum
support price (MSP) system will continue.
Second, maximum stockholding limit for
traders will not be done away with and third,
mandi fee will be abolished for all agriculture
products sold and purchased within mandi
yards.”

Lucknow (PNS): Vishwa
Hindu Parishad working pres-
ident Alok Kumar said that
‘love-jihad’ was a calculated
agenda of invasion on the
demographics and suggested
that the police, the government
and the public would have to
come together for timely action
to deactivate and neutralise it.

Releasing ‘Love-Jihad’ spe-
cial issue of national re-awak-
ening fortnightly magazine
‘Hindu Vishwa’ on Friday,
Kumar said, “Love-jihad is a
conspiracy that is by design
being run by some people
through money power, where-
withal / resources and religious
superstitions. It is necessary to
stop it. The list of 147 love-
jihad case studies given in the
magazine will open the eyes of

the society.”
The VHP leader remind-

ed that the chief minister of
Kerala had said in 2012 that
2,667 Hindu girls converted to
Islam in the last three years and
in the same period, 79 girls
returned to their Hindu faith
and two to Christianity. 

“This imbalance is indeed
disturbing,” he said.

Releasing the magazine
from his office in the compa-
ny of editor Vijay Shankar
Tiwari and VHP spokesperson
Vinod Bansal, the VHP chief in
a video message said the VHP
had exposed a pan-Bharat love-
jihad conspiracy through its
researched data of 147 case
studies which would help the
authorities take on the problem
and lone wolves head-on.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath dedicated and

laid the foundation stones of
around 250 projects worth Rs
593 crore in Jaunpur and
Deoria districts on Friday.
Besides, he also dedicated a
Krishi Vigyan Kendra in
Hapur, saying that the
Bharatiya Janata Party regime
was committed to the develop-
ment of the state.

Inaugurating the Krishi
Vigyan Bhawan through the
click of a mouse, Yogi said
that Indian farmers were pro-
gressive and wanted new inven-
tions to increase farm produc-
tion.

“Prime Minister Narendra
Modi assured that farmers’
income would be doubled
by 2022 and they should get
remunerative price of their
produce. The BJP government
is committed to ensuring
all help to the farmers,” he
said.

The chief minister said it
was the era of “One Nation,
One Market’ where farmers

had the freedom to sell prod-
ucts anywhere for getting good
prices. 

“Besides, the government
has assured minimum sup-
port price (MSP) for the farm
sector. This is the time to go for
healthy competition and if we
want our farmers to grow, they
should be given free market.
The farm bills passed by
Parliament are to benefit the
country and farmers and peo-
ple should support that,” Yogi
said.

At another function, the
chief minister 

dedicated or laid the foun-
dation stones of development
projects in Jaunpur and Deoria. 

In Jaunpur, 36 completed
projects worth Rs 36.47 crore
were dedicated to people while
foundation stones were laid for
47 projects worth Rs 91.70
crore.

In the neighbouring
Deoria district, 28 completed
projects worth Rs 82.33 crore
were dedicated to people while
foundation stones of 131 pro-
jects worth Rs 382.84 crore
were laid.
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Punjab Finance Minister Manpreet
Singh Badal here on Friday target-

ed the Centre over the farm Bills and
said his government will challenge the
legislations in the Supreme Court.

The Congress leader told
reporters that the Punjab government
is "preparing to challenge the Bills in
the apex court on two counts".

First, it is a state subject and the
Union government has no right to
enact a legislation on it. Besides, the
federal government cannot destroy
the economy of states. Due to the
Bills, losses will be too much for a
small state like Punjab, he said.

Badal said the legislations will not
only result in revenue loss for states
but also cause unemployment.

He added that the minimum sup-
port price (MSP) was the main rea-
son for opposing the Bills.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and the Union agriculture minister
have tweeted that the MSP will not
be abolished, then why are they not
getting this point incorporated in the
Bills, he asked.

The reality is that the government
wants to get out of the MSP,'' he
claimed, adding that the legislations

will be opposed till the last breath .
When reminded that Uttar

Pradesh farmers are not protesting
against the Bills, he said perhaps they
are not as aware but their losses will
not be any different. UP farmers may
be simple but not so simple that they
will not understand their loss and
gain; the difference between a 'chor
and chaukidar' or sharab and sharbat',
he said, adding that the Bills have
exposed the anti-farmer face of the
Union government.

Badal also lashed out at the
Union government over the promise
of doubling farmers' income and said
it has failed in every respect in the
past six years of its rule.

The agriculture growth during
the BJP rule is 3.1 per cent. It was 4.3
per cent during the UPA government.
Agriculture income is at its lowest in
14 years. Prime Minister had said that
the Swaminathan Commission report
will be implemented but nothing hap-
pened, he told reporters.

Parliament recently passed the
Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Bill; Farmers' Produce
Trade and Commerce (Promotion
and Facilitation) Bill; and Farmers'
(Empowerment and Protection)
Agreement of Price Assurance and
Farm Services Bill.

The legislations are yet to get the
nod of the president.
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Lucknow (PNS): Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said
that nodal officers appointed
in districts where more than
100 COVID-19 cases had been
reported in the last one week
should visit their districts and
submit their reports by
September 27.

“The nodal officers should
reach the districts and make
chalk out effective plan to con-
tain the spread of COVID-19.
They should submit their report
about their districts by
September 27,” the chief min-
ister said here on Friday. 

There are 16 districts where
over 100 coronavirus positive
cases have been reported in the
last one week.

The chief minister said
contract tracing was important
for controlling the spread of
coronavirus. He said the three
Ts – Tracking, Testing and
Treatment – were important to
contain coronavirus infection.
He said 10-15 people who come

in contact with a coronavirus
positive person should be test-
ed within 48 hours. The chief
minister also stressed on door-
to-door surveys.

Meanwhile, Additional
Chief Secretary (Health) Amit
Mohan Prasad said that there
were 59,397 active cases in the
state while the number of recov-
ered COVID-19 patients was
3,13,686 which included 6,075
people discharged from hospi-
tals on Friday.

The additional chief secre-
tary said on Thursday, 1,64,742
sample were tested. He said
there were 30,371 asympto-
matic patients in home isolation,
3,697 patients in private hospi-
tals and 144 in semi-paid hotels
while the rest were in govern-
ment-run Covid hospitals.

Prasad said that people
should not be complacent about
decline in the number of active
cases. 

“We have seen how after a
decrease in the number of
active cases in some states, the
cases again surged due to neg-
ligence of the people. Besides,
there is always a threat of a sec-
ond wave of the virus,” he said
while appealing to the people to
maintain strict prevention.

However, Friday was the
eighth day when the number of
fresh coronavirus positive cases
was less than the number of
recovered patients. The Covid
recovery rate has also gone up
to 82.86 per cent.                       
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The Narcotics Control Bureau
(NCB) probe into drug abuse

in the Hindi film industry has
opened a Pandora's box with
some of the big names doing the
rounds. It all started when the
CBI found drug angle while con-
ducting a probe into Sushant
Singh Rajput’s mysterious death.
The NCB then arrested Sushant’s
girlfriend Rhea Chakraborty,
who is said to have spilt the beans
during interrogation.

The names that came out not
only rocked the Bollywood but
took the entire country by storm.
The NCB has summoned actors
such as Deepika Padukone, Sara
Ali Khan, Shraddha Kapoor,
Rakulpreet Singh and Namrata
Shirodkar apart from designer
Simone Khambata to record their
statements. But, what led these big
stars to do drugs? Is it common
for Bollywood biggies?

All the actresses whose
names are doing the rounds have
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With the positivity rate
showing a slight dip in

the district in the past five days,
health officials are keeping
their fingers crossed as they
wait and watch. CMO Dr
Rajendra Prasad Singh, while
admitting that there has been
a decrease in the cases which is
an encouraging sign, said there
would be no let-up in contain-
ment activities which will be
carried out in the same vigor-
ous manner.

“Even though the positiv-
ity rate has declined, there will
be no relaxation in the con-
tainment activities that we have
been carrying out. We cannot
relax looking at these figures.
We will make efforts to ensure
there are better results,” he
said.

A senior official from the
Health department said that
there was a dip in the positiv-
ity but it was too early to say
anything. “Around 7,500 to

8,500 tests are being conduct-
ed daily for the last one month
and sometimes the figures
touches the 9,000-mark. For
the last one month, we had
been getting 1,000 cases per day
but with the same number of
tests, the number of positive
cases has decreased in the past
few days,” he said. However, he
said they were not jumping to
any conclusions and just
observing the trend.

“The trend is never uni-
form and sometimes the num-
ber of cases increases but it
appears that the numbers are
on a decline. However, five days
is a very short period to make
any comments,” he said.

SGPGI director Dr RK
Dhiman, while commenting on
the course of Covid in the com-
ing months, said he felt that the
district was approaching the
peak. “Once you reach the
peak, the cases start declining.
This is going to happen,” he
said. He said that clinical trials
of all the vaccines being made

in India and abroad were tak-
ing place and the results were
likely to come in two or three
months.

“I think we would have a
vaccine by November or
December,” he added.

Talking about the phase-3
clinical trials of the Bharat
Biotech vaccine, he said the
company officials would be
meeting him on Saturday.

“We will have a meeting
and only then we will be
apprised of the protocol to be
followed for clinical trials,” he
said. He added that the trials
would take place in October. 

In first phase, the trail will
be carried out on a small num-
ber of patients while in phase
two, effectiveness of the vaccine
and prevention from infection
is seen and volunteers of high-
risk category are taken. In
third phase, the clinical trail
will be carried out on a large
number of volunteers.

Meanwhile, KGMU
spokesperson Dr Sudhir Singh

said that a set of 33 training
videos on precautions against
coronavirus, prepared by Dr
Vinod Jain, were handed over
to Vice-Chancellor Dr Bipin
Puri. These videos have a run-
ning time of six minutes and
were prepared in 20 days. The
VC said it was important for
the health workers to protect
themselves and the videos
which have been prepared shed
light on several topics. He said
the videos were handed over to
the National Institute of Smart
Governance for Chikitsa Setu
App which was being devel-
oped.

Meanwhile Head of the
Microbiology department
SGPGI Ujjawala Ghosal pained
by the incidents of violence
against the doctors  across the
country said that the message
should go to the people that
doctors are doing so much for
the corona patients and what
they get in return is violence.

“So many doctors are risk-
ing  their lives in times when

relatives are not ready to touch
you at the time of your death
but still doctors who are not
your blood relative are taking
care of the patients during this
time and they are dying with
more than 600 doctors who
have died” she said. She said
that doctors are risking their
lives while carrying out the
treatment of the patients and
this is not being noticed. “ A
pregnant elephant died a cou-
ple of days back and it was
highlighted in a big manner
while a 27 year old young doc-
tor who was also pregnant
died while doing a corona duty
but there was no mention of
this young girl who must have
spent her entire life studying
medical” she added.

In the meantime, Lucknow
University registrar Vinod
Kumar Singh donated plasma
at SGPGI. He was admitted to
the hospital after he tested
positive for coronavirus in July.
He, along with ADM, Trans-
Gomti, Vishwa Bhushan

Mishra donated plasma.
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one thing in common —they all
are fitness freaks and superfit.
They inspire youngsters
through their fitness videos
which they post on their respec-
tive social media accounts. This
reporter reached out to a
renowned fitness and sports
medicine expert, Dr Saranjeet
Singh, to give an insight into
what might have prompted
these actors to do drugs, if at all
they did so.

“There is enormous pres-
sure among those in film, fash-
ion and modeling industries to
stay thin and it may well lead
them to use some substance
known for suppressing appetite
as a side-effect. In this way, the
harmful medical side-effects of
a recreational drug are seen as
benefits. This change of focus
results in a new phenomenon,
that is eating disorder as a
result of drug addiction,” Dr
Singh pointed out.

“They are using narcotics
substances to compete with
their peers just like a truck dri-
ver might do in order to stay up
all night, thereby making more
deliveries. Worse yet, the usage
parallels even the performance-
enhancing drug usage aspect of
professional athletes in different
sports,” he elaborated.

Dr Singh, who also wrote a
book titled ‘Don’t Pay to Get
Killed’, said that taking cocaine

was a shortcut to being thin
without having to put in any
effort. It’s been assumed for
years that cocaine leads to
weight loss because it functions
as an appetite suppressant. 

“Cocaine users consume
higher-than-usual amounts of
carbohydrates and fats, and
also experience periods of
uncontrolled eating. However,
they lose weight and their per-
centage of body fat is signifi-
cantly reduced in spite of high
consumption of fat and calories.
Once a person begins to use
cocaine as an answer to overeat-
ing or obesity, it’s necessary to
keep using the drug in order to
maintain the weight loss.
However, once they stop using
cocaine, most find it difficult to
give up the high-fat and high-
carb diet, and the weight comes
back quickly,” Dr Singh said. 

While weight loss is one of
the side-effects of cocaine abuse,
it’s a dangerous health issue and
only adds to a list of side-effects

that severely damage the body
over a period of time. It’s not
healthy and leads to weight loss
that weakens the body. If any-
one is contemplating using
cocaine as a weight-loss tool,
they are playing with fire,” he
added. Dr Singh, who is also
fighting to eradicate use of
drugs from sports, explained
that cannabis is referred to as a
group of three plants with psy-
choactive properties —cannabis
sativa, cannabis indica and
cannabis ruderalis. When the
flowers of these plants are har-
vested and dried, what will be
left is one of the most common
drugs in the world. Some call it
weed while others call it pot or
marijuana. Cannabis sativa con-
tains more than 400 chemicals,
of which about 60 are referred
to as cannabinoids. The primary
euphoric or psychoactive
cannabinoids are cannabidiol
(CBD) and delta-9-tetrahydro-
cannabinol (THC). CBD is
non-intoxicating and non-
euphoric, meaning it won’t get
you ‘high’. THC is responsible
for the ‘high’ that most people
associate with cannabis. The
concentration of THC varies
greatly between the three main
preparations of the cannabis
plant: marijuana (comparable to
the preparation referred to by
Indian names bhang & ganja),
hashish and hash oil.
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The declining trend contin-
ued on Friday with 580 per-

sons testing positive for coro-
navirus across the city, even as
853 patients recovered, taking
the total number of recoveries
to 40,433. The death toll in the
state capital stands at 653 while
the number of active cases is
8,954.

A senior official at the
CMO office said those who
tested positive across the city
included 49 in Gomtinagar, 48
in Indiranagar, 30 from Rae
Bareli road, 29 in Ashiyana, 26
each in Aliganj & Chowk, 23 in
Alambagh, 22 in Jankipuram,
21 in Madiaon, 20 in
Hazratganj, 18 each in

Hasanganj & Mahanagar, 15 in
Naka, 14 in Talkatora &
Chinhat, 12 in Vrindavan
Yojana, 11 each in Thakurganj
& Gomtinagar Extension, and
10 each in Sushant Golf City
and Vikasnagar. Besides, as
many as 10,626 samples were
collected under contact sur-
veillance.

There were 17 deaths in the
city and 11 of the deceased
belonged to Lucknow while six
others included two from
Barabanki and one each from
Pilibhit, Sitapur, Pratapgarh
and Mau.

Meanwhile, 4,519 persons
tested Covid positive across the
state, including 219 in Kanpur,
291 in Prayagraj, 239 in
Ghaziabad and 207 in Meerut,

taking the total number of
cases to 3,78,533.

There were 84 deaths in the
state, including eight each in
Kanpur & Barabanki, four each
in Varanasi, Gorakhpur &
Prayagraj, three each in
Moradabad, Shahjahanpur,
Jaunpur, Basti & Pilibhit, two
each in Ghaziabad, Meerut,
Jhansi, Pratapgarh, Sitapur, Rae
Bareli, Kannauj & Shamli, and
one each in Gautam
Buddhnagar, Bareilly, Aligarh,
Saharanpur, Ballia, Agra,
Lakhimpur Kheri,
Maharajganj, Hardoi, Mathura,
Etawah, Sultanpur, Bijnore,
Amroha, Hapur, Auraiyya,
Kanpur Dehat, Balrampur and
Chitrakoot, taking the death
toll to 5,450.
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e-Procurement Notice(IVth)
Letter NO: 869 /RED/Tender/File No-01/ Bond Clerk/ dated: 21-09-2020

The Executive Engineer, U.P.R.E.D.LUCKNOW on behalf of Governor of Uttar Pradesh invites the percentage rate bids
through e-tendering system from the eligible and approved Contractors registered with UP RED, in appropriate class A, B, C,
and D as the case may be. The Bidder may submit bids for any or all of the works
1. Name of work as per table.

S. Name of Scheme Name of work Total Bid security Cost of Bid document Period of completion
No. District estimated cost (EMD) including GST (if including rainy

(in Lakh) in Lakh any) (in Rupees) season

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

1. LUCKNOW ���������	���� 
����
	����������������������	����������� 12.76 0.26 860.00 2
�	��� ���������������� 	����!�����	"���! Month

�#��$���!�����	��%������%&

2. Date of availability of Bid documents on website:-28-09-2020
3. Last Date/ Time for receipt of bids through e-procurement: 05-10-2020 up to 12.00 Noon
4. Date of opening of bids through e-procurement: 05-10-2020 at 12.30 pm.
5. The Employer has right to issue addendum/corrigendum as per ITB clause-9 on-line which will not be published in any

news paper. All prospective bidders are advised to keep regular watch and visit e-tender portal regularly. 
For further details please log on to https://etender.up.nic.in and down load the bid document

Executive Engineer
Rural Engineering Department, Division-Lucknow

On behalf of Governor of UP

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER.R.E.D. DIVISION LUCKNOW U.P
Address:- A Block Sarvoday Nagar Indira Nagar Luckow

UP 155310 Date 23.09.2020
��'�(	��������www.upgov.nic.in (��)(�*��� +&

Lucknow (PNS): A 30-year-
old resident of Ramdaspur
under Banthra police sta-
tion, Surendra was arrested
on Friday morning on the
charges of killing his uncle
Lallu Ram Saroj. The motive
for murder was said to be the
alleged extra-marital rela-
tions of the victim with
accused’s wife. Surendra con-
fessed to his crime and said
he strangulated his uncle at a
nearby orchard when he
caught them in a compro-
mising position on
September 2 evening.

He told the police that his
uncle died on the spot. He
dumped the body in nearby
bushes and returned home in
the night. The police said the

deceased lived with Surendra,
latter’s wife and their daugh-
ter in the rear portion of the
house. It was said that
Surendra’s uncle was looked
after by his wife and also
served him meals. However,
Surendra never liked his wife’s
proximity with his uncle and
he objected to it on several
occasions. Surendra was dis-
gusted on the fateful evening
when he found both missing.
He was told that both were
seen going toward the
orchard. He reached the
orchard and allegedly found
them in a compromising
position. The body was found
on September 3 morning. A
stick and scarf were also
recovered from the spot.

Lucknow (PNS): CDRI cele-
brates World Contraception
Day, which falls on Saturday,
with 30 years of completion of
its drug ‘Centchroman’, a non-
steroidal oral contraceptive
development which was first
sold by the name of ‘Saheli’ and
then ‘Chhaya’.

CDRI spokesperson
Sanjeev Yadav said during the
Covid-19 pandemic, there was
an 81% increase in distribution

of the weekly contraceptive
‘Chhaya’ in UP and it is avail-
able at all the PHCs and CHCs.
Speaking on the occasion,
director TK Kundu congratu-
lated all the scientists involved
in its development and encour-
aged scientists for future com-
mitment in the area.

Yadav said NHM official

Dr Heera Lal had recently
stated in a webinar that the
demand for non-invasive fam-
ily planning methods such as
condoms, oral pills, emer-
gency contraceptive pills had
seen a rise with  an 81%
increase in distribution of
‘Chhaya’.

CDRI had started working

on oral contraceptives way
back in 1960 under the Union
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare to promote family
planning of new India, large-
ly post-independence era.

“In 1960, USA FDA
approved steroidal-based oral
contraceptive agents, but
steroidal contraceptive comes

with noticeable side-effects;
hence, CDRI was searching for
non-steroidal contraceptives
with minimal to no side-
effects,” Yadav said.

In this order, the parent
compound called benzofuran
was synthesised with an anti-
fertility activity, a primitive
contraception stage for
women, which hinders the
fertilised egg implantation
process.

Lucknow (PNS): A 29-year-
old e-rickshaw driver, identi-
fied as Aslam of Jankipuram
(Sector-3), shot himself with
a country-made pistol fol-
lowing strained relationship
with his wife. The pistol, an
empty shell and a live car-
tridge were recovered from
place.

Police said Aslam got
married a decade back and
the couple had a son and a
daughter. About three years
ago, Aslam’s wife started liv-
ing away from him and her
kids due to strained relation-
ship with husband. The chil-
dren stay with Aslam’s sister
who lives in the same locali-
ty while Aslam was living
with his parents.

His father Sultan said
Aslam was emotionally upset
as all his efforts to convince
his wife to sort out the dif-
ferences failed. Around 2 pm

on Friday, Aslam shot him-
self. He was alone as his par-
ents had gone to their native
place in Lakhimpur Kheri. He
sustained bullet wound in
his chest and bled profusely.
He was rushed to KGMU
Trauma Centre where he was
declared dead.

In another incident, a
youth, identified as Sunil
(25), was fatally mowed down
by a speeding vehicle late on
Thursday evening near LDA
market in Aliganj (Sector-G).

His wife Mamta, a resi-
dent of Aadharshila Complex
in Vikasnagar, said Sunil left
the house at 9 pm to buy eat-
ables from nearby market.
She was later informed by
police at 10:30 pm that Sunil
met with an accident. He
was  admitted at KGMU
Trauma Centre where he suc-
cumbed to injuries on Friday
morning.
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Members of Unaided Private Schools
Association met Additional Chief

Secretary Aradhana Shukla to apprise her that
schools for classes IX-XII are ready to open
on October 12 with Covid protocols. They also
submitted the SOPs which they prepared. One
conditions is that parents have to give in writ-
ing that if students test positive for coronavirus,
schools will not be held responsible.

President of the association Anil Agarwal
said it had been  proposed that schools
would be reopened in phases from October 12
only for senior section. “Students of classes X
& XII will be called with planned strategies for
project work, practicals, assignments and

maybe mid-term examinations. After seeing
the response, students of classes IX and XI will
be called in. All SOPs will be adhered to, as
per government instructions. However, there
is a rider that parental consent will be taken
in writing that in case of any Covid positive
case, schools or management would not be
held responsible,” he said. He said complete
blueprint of all procedures for smooth work-
ing of schools and sanitisation criteria would
be prepared and circulated in advance. 

“A working time-table will also be float-
ed, possibly of 2 shifts of 2 to 3 hours each, to
accommodate smooth and safe operation of
classes. All SOPs will be strictly adhered to
regarding sanitisation, pulse oximeters, oxy-
gen cylinders etc,” he said.
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Managing director (R&DB) of State Bank

of India CS Setty inaugurated Gold Points in
151 branches through video-conferencing.
These branches are spread across 58 districts
of UP. Setty said SBI is committed to provid-
ing excellent customer service through its vast
branch network. Special gold loan counter has
been opened at these 151 branches which pro-
vide gold loan to customers. Chief general
manager of Lucknow Circle Ajay Kumar

Khanna said special facility of sanctioning gold
loan has been provided at these branches.
Customers can avail gold loan by pledging their
gold ornaments at low rate of interest, 7.50%.
Processing fee is waived if the customer
applies for gold loan through YONO.
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The five-day international science and

computer festival titled ‘Macfair International-
2020’, organised virtually by City Montessori
School, Mahanagar, came to a close on Friday.
The competition saw nearly 40 teams of stu-
dents participating in it online from Nepal and
various states of India and showcased their tal-
ents and skills in science quiz, science olympiad,
jingles, debate & speech contest, and also spread
the message of unity, peace and cordiality across
the world. On the concluding day, CMS stu-
dents presented educational-cultural items in
honour of the participating teams.
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Against the usual practice of
commencing the sugar-

cane crushing season at
November-end, this year it is
likely to begin from mid
October.  The Uttar Pradesh
government has decided to
advance the crushing season to
blunt the edge of the farmers’
agitation against the two bills
for reforms in agriculture mar-
keting passed by Parliament
during the brief monsoon ses-
sion.

UP is the country’s top
sugar and cane producer and
had logged 1.26 crore MT of
sugar output in the 2019-20
crushing season. The quantity
was more than 45 per cent of
India’s sugar production of
2.72 crore MT. The state’s annu-
al sugarcane economy is
pegged at nearly Rs 50,000
crore.

According to preliminary
estimates, UP has a bumper
cane crop in 2020-21 season
spanning 2.29 million hectares.

UP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, during a meeting
with farmers under the aegis of

Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU)
at his official residence here,
had said the state was sensitive
to the interests of the sugarcane
farmers and over-all interests of
the farmers community. The
chief minister had also told the
farmers leaders that the gov-
ernment had facilitated highest
sugarcane payment to farmers.
He had also announced that the
western and eastern UP sugar
mills would start crushing
operations from October 15
and 25 respectively.

The timely start of the
crushing would also give the
farmers ample time for the suc-
cessive wheat sowing season for

optimising the farm income.
There are 119 operational

sugar mills in UP, of which 94
are operated by the private sec-
tor players, including Bajaj
Hindustan, Balrampur Chini,
Dalmia Groups etc.

Meanwhile, a sugar indus-
try official said that the crush-
ing season in UP was expected
early compared to last season as
there was an estimate of a
bumper crop, although he
expressed doubts on the
October 15 date announced by
the chief minister.

“My estimate is that the
crushing operations in UP
would start by the end of
October, which would still be 2-
3 weeks early compared to the
2019-20 crushing cycle,” he
claimed.

In his interaction with the
farmers, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath had lauded the con-
tribution of the UP sugar indus-
try in the fight against COVID-
19 by augmenting hand sanitis-
er production for general sup-
ply, although 50 per cent sugar
mills in other states were closed
during the lockdown.

According to a preliminary
report of the Indian Sugar Mills
Association (ISMA), the domes-
tic sugar production is esti-
mated at over three crore MT in
2020-21, which will be 12 per
cent higher than 2.72 crore MT
in 2019-20.

UP is estimated to have
sugar output of 1.23 crore MT.
Due to higher cane availability
and surplus sugar, it is estimat-
ed that a higher quantity of cane
juice and B-molasses will get
diverted for ethanol in UP,
Maharashtra and Karnataka.
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Directing the officials to
expedite Smart City pro-

ject in Lucknow, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath said on Friday
that the state capital would have
a new cancer hospital with all
modern facilities. 

He announced that
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh would inaugurate the
new cancer hospital and a fly-
over in Lucknow shortly in the
presence of the public repre-
sentatives. The chief minister
said this while reviewing  the
development projects of
Lucknow division comprising
Lucknow, Hardoi, Lakhimpur
Kheri, Rae Bareli, Sitapur and
Unnao through video-confer-
encing.

Deputy Chief Minister
Dinesh Sharma and Jal Shakti
Minister Mahendra Singh,
along with all the public rep-
resentatives of the division,
were present in the meeting
which was presided over by the
CM. Yogi had an interaction
with them and received direct
feedback about the develop-
ment works in their respective
constituencies.

The CM expressed com-
mitment of his government
towards bringing the Tharu
tribe of Lakhimpur into the
mainstream of the society.

He said that sewerage and
drinking water schemes should
be  implemented after prepar-
ing a proper action plan. He
reiterated the resolve to provide
pure drinking water to people
of the state. The action plan is
in the process to provide clean
water in the areas where fluo-
ride and  arsenic contamination
is common.

The CM said that the
Covid situation still requires all
precautions and protective

measures in place. He said the
testing should be done on a
war-footing as should contact
tracing and door-to-door sur-
vey. He said one-third of the
total Covid tests per day should
be conducted through RT-PCR
and the rest through rapid
antigen method. 

He was specific that the
Covid positivity rate should be
kept lower than 4 per cent  and
death rate below one per cent.  

The CM also asked the
officials to take up enforcement
exercise for social distancing
and use of masks and create
micro-containment zones, as
and when required. Asserting
that the effective surveillance
system and contact tracing
could save many lives, the CM
said that mass awareness at
every level was necessary till
the vaccine arrived.

Laying emphasis on main-
taining the timeline of all the
projects, the CM pointed out
that the utilisation certificate
should be furnished after phys-
ical verification of the project
at the earliest. He issued direc-

tions for timely completion of
the projects without any com-
promise with the quality of
work.      

The CM also laid stress on
100 per cent geo-tagging of toi-
lets constructed under PM
Awas Yojana, CM Awas Yojana
and Swachh Bharat Mission.
He said that paddy purchase
centres would be opened from
October 1. 

“Arrangements in view of
Covid-19 should be made
accordingly and it be ensured
that purchase prices are not less
than the minimum support
price (MSP),” the CM said.

He added that proposals
for Village Secretariat should be
sent after identifying the land
without any delay. He said that
the foundation laying should be
done by public representatives
who should be taken into con-
fidence in all the development
works.  The CM also asserted
that the money meant for
development should not be
used elsewhere, otherwise stern
action would be taken against
those found responsible.
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At a time when various farm-
ers’ unions were engaged in

nationwide protests over recent
legislations on purchase of crops,
a farmer in Rae Bareli ended his
life after failing to clear debts.

The victim was found hang-
ing in his room on Friday morn-
ing. As per reports, Shiv Kumar
(40) of Lodipur hamlet of Khero
took a bank loan using his
Kisan credit card. However, due
to damage to his crops, he failed
to pay back on time after which
the bank issued notices pushing
him into depression. His wife
Kamlesh said that finding no
other way, Shiv Kumar com-
mitted suicide by hanging him-
self in his room late on Thursday
night.

Elsewhere in Jaunpur, a
man hacked his young wife to
death for refusing to serve din-
ner on Thursday night. Sajid of
Mazdiha locality of Shahganj got
married to Farida of Azamgarh
some years back and the couple
had two children - son Ubaid (5)
and daughter Shifa (3). After the
birth of their daughter, Farida
had a dispute with Sajid and
went to live with her parents.
However during lockdown, Sajid
coaxed her into coming back to
his house. On Thursday, he
asked his wife to serve him din-

ner but since Farida was busy
with her children, she asked him
to get the food himself. This
irked Sajid who took out an axe
and hacked his wife to death.
Later he tried to end his life but
the neighbours nabbed and
handed him over to the police.  

Meanwhile in Barabanki,
two people were killed when a
DCM, carrying cattle, rammed
into a stationary truck on
Ayodhya-Lucknow highway on
Friday. Six buffaloes were also
killed in the accident.

As per reports, a truck
developed a technical snag and
the driver parked it near Dilona
turning on Ayodhya-Lucknow
highway in Ram Sanehi Ghat
area late Thursday night. In the
late hours, a speeding DCM car-
rying cattle from Ayodhya
rammed into the stationary
truck. Later, locals rushed to the
site along with the police. The
cops rescued the injured driver
Kamlesh and traders Anil
Kumar, Mohi, Manoj Kumar,
Golu and Kallu from the DCM
cabin. All of them were critical-
ly injured and rushed to
Community Health Center
(CHC), Ram Sanehi Ghat where
the driver succumbed. The doc-
tors referred the injured traders
to district hospital for advanced
treatment where Anil Kumar
was declared dead on arrival.
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Bahujan Samaj Party chief Mayawati
launched a scathing attack on the

Yogi Adityanath government over ris-
ing attacks on Dalits and questioned the
regime’s decision on launching ‘Mission
Durachari’.

A day earlier on Thursday, the Yogi
government announced that posters of
molesters and rapists would be put up
at major crossings of various cities to
shame them. Officials were also

instructed to take strict action against
lynching and habitual misdemeanors of
molestation.

On Friday, Mayawati tweeted:
“Despite eternal announcements and
instructions of UP government, inci-
dents of injustice, atrocities on Dalits
and women, rape and murder etc are
not stopping. It is natural to question
the intention of the government. It has
particularly become difficult for girl stu-
dents to leave the house, so where is law
and order ?”
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The 100th electric locomo-
tive ‘WAP-7’ was dedicated

to the nation by officers and
staff at the Loco Test Shop in
Diesel Locomotive Works
(DLW) here on Friday. The
production activities at the
DLW were stalled for a long
period due to nationwide lock-
down implemented to prevent
the spread of worldwide coro-
navirus pandemic and the pro-
duction was only restarted
from May 9 last following nec-
essary COVID-19 guidelines.
The work was started in work-
shops adopting the formula of
engaging maximum 33 per
cent employees, especially
those residing in the DLW
premises.

The first electric locomo-
tive ‘WAP-7’ for the financial
year 2020-21 manufactured by
DLW was flagged off during
lockdown from its Loco Test

Shop on May 16 last. The con-
struction of this electric loco-
motive was truly a historic
moment for DLW as with the
relentless efforts of the workers
the locomotive was flagged off

in just one week. It is also a
matter of pride for DLW to set
a new record by dedicating the
100th electric locomotive in the
service of the nation in 122
days interval (98 working days)

since then. This 6,000 horse-
power electric locomotive
number 37450 for the passen-
ger service is being sent to
Ghaziabad Electrical Loco
Shed (GZB Electric Loco Shed)
of Northern Railway.

Meanwhile, under the
ongoing cleanliness fortnight
being observed on the direc-
tives of the Ministry of
Railways, various programmes
were organised under ‘Clean
Food Day’ at DLW. 

During the day, the
employees were mobilised for
quality meals along with clean-
liness of various restrooms,
central hospitals and Railway
Protection Force (RPF) bar-
racks / kitchens. In order to
improve food quality further,
feedback was also taken apart
from ensuring hygienic food,
all the kitchens were extensive-
ly inspected by the officials,
informed CPRO Vaibhav
Sohone.
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Various political parties
including Congress and

Samajwadi Party (SP) came
on the roads in response to the
call of nationwide protests
against three farm bills here on
Friday. However, the call of
Bharat Bandh evoked only a
partial response in the city.
Extending their support to the
Bandh when the Congress
workers were taking out a
protest procession from
Hathuwa market they were
stopped by the police. Later,
they sat on dharna there and
due to this, the area witnessed
traffic jam like situation. Due
to Congress protest, the mar-
kets in Hathuwa Market,
Lahurabir and adjoining areas
remained closed.   

Led by city chief
Raghvendra Choubey and dis-
trict president Rajeshwar Patel,
the Congress leaders flayed
the BJP-led Government for
foiling all the prosperities
brought by Congress through
Green Revolution in the rural
areas as it is willing to abolish
the system of minimum sup-
port price (MSP). Among oth-
ers who were also present were
Maqsood Khan, Jitendra Seth,
Sunil Kapoor, Shiv Ji Singh,
Om Prakash Ojha, Mayank
Choubey and Pramod Verma.

Samajwadi Party (SP)
workers also staged a demon-
stration at the district head-
quarters in support of their
three-point charter of

demands. Some other groups
also staged protests at BHU
Gate and other places. In their
memorandum to the Governor
they said that due to these farm
bills, the farmers would
become labourers in their own
land and with the abolition of
Krishi Mandis, the farmers
will not get MSP of their crops.
They also said that the farmers
would be exploited by the cor-
porate houses. They also said
that the bills would also hit the
interests of the farmers. They
were led by district president
Sujit Yadav, while city president
Vishnu Sharma and general
secretaries Anand Maurya and
Jitendra Yadav were also pre-
sent.

The activists of Kisan Nyay
Morcha, UP led by its conven-
er Mahendra Prasad staged a
demonstration at Shastri Ghat
and then submitted their mem-
orandum, expressing their
protest against the bills. They
termed the bills as black laws
and f layed the Central
Government for adopting dic-
tatorial attitude against the
farmers. They alleged that the
bills were passed in unconsti-
tutional ways and protest was
also participated by principal
general secretary Ashok Singh,
Ram Bali Patel, Toofani Yadav
and Satyabhama Devi.

The workers of Suheldev
Bharatiya Samaj Party (SBSP)
observed ‘Buddhi Suddhi’
Yagya at Shastri Ghat. They
said that they observed the pro-
gramme praying the Almighty

to teach a lesson to Central and
state governments as instead of
their promises to give jobs to
two crore youths, they had
made four crore people jobless.
Through their protest they also
raised the increasing impacts of
drugs in Bollywood. State vice-
president Shashi Pratap Singh
criticised the government for its
total failure. The meeting was
conducted by principal gener-
al secretary (Youth Wing)
Jageshwar Rajbhar and attend-
ed by divisional chief Ramesh
Rajhar and district president
Ganesh Chauhan.

DURGA MANDIR
REOPENS AFTER 188 DAYS:
Famous Durga Mandir at
Durgakund has also been
reopened after closure of 188
days here on Friday. Recently,
two leading temples including
Sankatmochan temple and
Vishwanath temple in Banaras
Hindu University (BHU) were
reopened and all these three
leading temples remained
closed for nearly six months
due to lockdown imposed in
the country to prevent coron-
avirus pandemic.

In connection with open-
ing, the temple management
had taken a decision a day ago
and decided that the temple
will remain open for the dar-
shan of Maa Kushmanda after
aarti at 6 am to 12 noon. Later,
it will also remain open from
2 p.m. to  9 p.m. Though sev-
eral places of worship includ-
ing one of the Dwadas
Jyotilingas Kashi Vishwanath

temple were reopened on June
10 last, immediately after the
government and district
administration allowed them
for the same, many leading
temples remained closed as
the management of the same
could not seek permissions as
they felt it difficult to follow the
COVID-19 guidelines. Famous
Kaal Bhairav temple took
almost 141 days to be
reopened, while Sankatmochan
temple 183 days.

With the opening of Durga
Mandir, happiness returned
on the faces of many devotees
who regularly offer prayer there
during Navratra. During both
the Sardiya and Vasantik navra-
tras, the temple sees heavy
rush and it is expected that
despite all restrictions good
rush would be seen there dur-
ing forthcoming Navratra next
month. 

Recently, Kashi
Vishwanath temple had main-
tained a rush of devotees
despite COVID-19 restrictions
during the auspicious month of
Shravan. Durg Vinayak
Mandir, also located in the
Durga Mandir premises, has
also been reopened during the
day and it will remain open
daily from 6 am to 11am and
from 4 pm. to 8 pm. During the
opening hours both the tem-
ples will follow all the COVID-
19 guidelines and no devotee
would be allowed to enter
there without wearing a mask.
Besides, physical distance
would also be maintained.  
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The corona crisis was con-
verted into an opportunity

by the North Central Railway
which completed many impor-
tant works pending due to
heavy traffic movement on its
busy routes, said the NCR GM
Rajiv Chaudhry while address-
ing a virtual press conference
on Friday.

The General Manager
added that NCR utilised the
lockdown to complete the
pending works including rais-
ing the speed of trains up to 160
kmph on Delhi-Howrah and
Delhi-Mumbai routes.

The Palwal-Mathura sec-
tion on Delhi-Mumbai route,
and Ghaziabad-Deendayal
Upadhyay (Mughalsarai) junc-
tion comes under NCR.

Through power point pre-
sentation Chaudhry laid
emphasis on a good number of
infrastructural achievements
during the lockdown period
when only goods trains were on
run.

At the onset tributes were
paid to the late Suresh Angadi,
Minister of State for Railways
on his sudden demise on
September 23, 2020 owing to
corona and a one-minute
silence was observed by all par-
ticipants of press conference as
a mark of respect to the noble
soul. GM said that  Angadi was
very approachable, positive
and able minister and great
leader who throughout guided
and helped NCR in all impor-
tant matters.

The GM informed that on
the front of freight loading,
NCR has maintained positive
loading trend since June-20
and average speed of goods
trains have also increased by 88

per cent over last year. On
trunk routes of NCR from
Ghaziabad to Pt. Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Jn. and Palwal to
Bina NCR has already achieved
average speed of more than 50
Kmph and overall average
speed of 50 kmph plus is
expected by October 2020.
With efforts of Business devel-
opments units, NCR has
tapped many new traffic
streams which resulted in addi-
tional freight revenue of more
than ��7 crore. With rigorous
marketing efforts, North
Central Railway has finalised
six station to station(STS) con-
cessional rate proposals for
new and incremental traffic
and expected to operationalise
total 12 STSs within October
2020 which is highest among
all zonal railways. Steps taken
towards ease of doing business
were also covered and GM
informed that NCR is ready to
receive, analyse and work upon
all new business proposals and
on similar lines EOI for devel-
opment of 17 goods sheds
through PPP have already been
called. Railway efforts in trans-
port of parcel through special
and time tabled parcel trains,
Kisan rail and facilities for
ease of contact and booking
were also covered.

In Passenger segment, the
GM informed the media that
NCR as one of the most impor-
tant passing through Railway
handled more than 53 per cent
of total Shramik Special trains
operated by Indian Railways
besides catering to more than
5 lakhs migrant and other
stranded persons through 173
originating and 203 terminat-
ing Shramik specials. He also
informed that about 27 lakh
meals were served in about

1843 Shramik Specials over
NCR and timely medical aid
provided in safe deliveries of 20
babies. To meet essential trav-
el need, 101 pairs of special
trains are serving to different
stations of North Central
Railway including eight pairs of
originating specials and close
watch on occupancy of each
train is being kept to assess
additional requirement. 

HC ISSUES MAN-
DAMUS FOR WHOLE UP:
The Allahabad High Court
has issued a mandamus for the
whole of the Uttar Pradesh
directing that no person should
be seen outside his/ her house
without a mask on his/her face
and he or she should check that
the mask covers both the nose
and the mouth. 

Further, the court directed
the police in all the districts of
the state and in all police sta-
tions of all the districts deploy
task forces to implement this
mandamus.

Hearing a PIL seeking bet-
ter conditions at quarantine
centres, a division bench com-
prising Justice Siddhartha
Varma and Justice Ajit Kumar
further directed that each task
force should consist of many
more police personnel than
presently have been deployed.

‘Needless to say that viola-
tion of this mandamus would
entail rigorous punishments.
The police and the administra-
tion cannot get away by saying
that people are to be blamed for
not wearing the masks. They
cannot say that despite their
best efforts, masks are not
being worn. The people and the
administration should realise
that today wearing of masks is
not only for the protection of
the person who is wearing it

but it is now also important for
protecting the whole society
and if a person commits a
crime against society, he has
to be punished’, the court
added.

The court further directed
that the police of the entire state
has to necessarily take appro-
priate action under relevant
provisions of the various penal
laws, the moment it finds a per-
son without a mask in the pub-
lic. 

The court further directed
that the advocate commission-
ers, whom the court have
appointed, shall report to the
zonal officers and the munici-
pal commissioners. Further,
they shall also mail their report
regarding the exercise of the
task forces on a daily basis to
the Registrar, Legal Cell, High
Court Allahabad on his email
Id and shall also forward the
same to the Additional
Advocate General. In addition
to it, the court further direct-
ed that the medical facilities
should be made available to one
and all. ‘The task forces which
have been constituted for ren-
dering medical help should
have empathy towards the ill’,
the court added. 

While directing to put up
this matter again on September
28, 2020 for the next hearing,
the court directed that a copy
of this order be sent to the
Additional Chief Secretary
(Home), Uttar Pradesh,
Director General of Police,
Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow and all
the District Magistrates, Senior
Superintendents of Police and
Superintendents of Police of all
the districts of the state with-
in 48 hours for necessary action
and compliance of this order at
their end.
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The spread of corona infec-
tion continued to increase

on Thursday. So far 17,882
patients have been Covid pos-
itive in the district with 313
new infected persons reported
late on Thursday night.
According to CMO Dr. GS
Bajpai, in the testing of about
3,500 people in the district, 313
people have been found infect-
ed. Reports of 189 patients in
the antigen test, 105 in the
RTPCR test and 19 in the tru-
enat test were positive. Among
the RTPCR test, 39 suspects
have conducted a Covid test in
private centres.

According to the CMO,
357 patients were admitted to
various Covid Care Centres on
Thursday. Most of these 155
patients are admitted to SRN,
13 in Kalindipuram Covid
Care Centre, 16 in Unani
Medical College, 68 in Beli
Hospital, 42 in Railway
Hospital, 33 in United Medicity
and 30 in Sainath Vatsalya
AMA Hospital are getting
treatment for Covid infection. 

At the same time, 275 peo-
ple defeated corona on
Thursday. In these, 44 patients
were discharged from various
Covid hospitals. At the same
time, home isolation of 231
people was completed.
According to the CMO, 10,126
patients have applied for home
isolation so far. Three patients
from Kalindipuram, six from
Unani Medical College, seven
from Railway Hospital, two
from Beli, six from United
Medicity, five from Sainath

and 15 from SRN were dis-
charged on Thursday.

Coronavirus has also dis-
turbed the people of the dis-
trict. The number of new
patients is increasing with each
passing day. In such a situation,
people associated with the
Health department are also

getting infected. In the same
sequence, four more doctors
have been found infected with
coronavirus infection in
Swaroop Rani Nehru Covid
Hospital. It consists of one
senior and three junior doctors.
Two employees of the gynecol-
ogy, one employee  each of gas-

tro and  pathology depart-
ment.

Apart from this, steno of
DIG Railway and Police Head
Quarters have also tested pos-
itive. Among the others infect-
ed are the Audit Officer of AG
Office, Hemwati Nandan
Bahuguna College Naini's
teacher, two advocates and
others. From Thursday morn-
ing to late night, 313 new
infected cases of coronavirus
were found. The number of
corona patients has risen to
17882. At the same time, the
number of active patients has
increased to 3,324.

Similarly, 44 patients were
discharged from Covid hospi-
tals who were fully recovered.
Similarly, 231 patients have
been kept in home quarantine
for 14 days after completion of
home isolation period. Now the
total number of patients recov-
ering from corona has
increased to 14,307. That is, the
number of patients recovering
from corona is good.

Four corona virus-infected
patients have also died in
Prayagraj. All of them were
admitted to Level 3  Covid
Hospital SRN. These patients
were undergoing treatment but
the condition was not improv-
ing. These patients were infect-
ed with diseases other than
corona. One patient of
Chitrakoot, admitted to SRN
Covid Hospital, died. He was
Corona positive but the grand-
son's report was negative, yet
his condition is critical. He has
been admitted to the
Emergency Department of the
Medicine Department.
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The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) workers organised

several programmes on the
104th birth anniversary of
party’s ideal Pt. Deendayal
Upadhyaya at trans-Ganga
Parao located Pt. Deendayal
Smriti Sthal here on Friday. The
programme was attended by
senior party leaders, minis-
ters, MLAs and others and the
chief guest was state co-
incharge of the party Sunil
Ojha. The main attraction of
the day was planting of 104
saplings by an equal number of
party workers near the 60-feet
high statue of Pt. Upadhya,
which was inaugurated some-
time ago by the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Speaking on the occasion,
Sunil Ojha highlighted Ekatma
Manavvaad of Pt Upadhyaya

and said that Panditji was a
great organiser of the party and
philosopher who had com-
mand on his effective writing.
He said that Panditji always
highlighted the richness of

Indian culture and appealed to
the people to follow our tradi-
tion and culture. In the begin-
ning, district president Hansraj
Vishwakarma, city chief Vidya
Sagar Rai and president of

Chandauli Abhimanyu Singh
jointly lighted the lamp. The
function was conducted by
regional general secretary
Ashok Chaurasia.

Later, the party workers
also watched the address of the
prime minister given on the
occasion of the birth anniver-
sary of Pt Upadhyaya on a big
LED screen installed there.
The function was also attend-
ed by ministers Dr Neelkanth
Tiwari and Ravindra Jaiswal,
MLAs of Varanasi and
Chandauli districts Dr
Awadesh Singh, Saurabh
Srivastava, Sushil Singh,
Surendra Narayan, Sadhana
Singh, MLC Ashok Dhawan,
Sharda Prasad, Manish Kapoor,
Meena Choubey, Daya Shankar
Mishra ‘Dayalu’, Anil Singh,
Dharmendra Singh, Ram
Prakash Dubey and Navratna
Rathi.

��'�����)�����*�������=��9	�

As many as 197 new Covid-
19 patients have been

detected in the district here on
Friday, increasing the total
number of cases to 12,541.
Besides, the district also saw
three more deaths, increasing
the toll to 203. During the day,
the follow-up negative reports
included 209 patients and out
of them, 171 recovered from
home isolation, increasing the
number to 8,113 and 38
patients have been discharged
from the hospitals and the
number of cured patients from
the hospitals reached 2,653.

The total number of cured
patients is now 10,766, leaving
1,572 active patients.
The recovery rate has
improved slightly to 85.84 per
cent and mortality rate to 1.61
per cent.

Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) Dr VB Singh has
informed that in the first report
of the day by 11 am, 141 posi-
tive patients were detected out
of 2,830 reports received. Till
then, the total test reports
received were 1,84,586 and the
results of 6,084 are awaited. Out
of them, 1,72,099 were negative
while 12,485 positive. 

The total number of sam-

ples collected was 2,00,933.
Earlier, two males aged 50 and
52 and a female (50) from
Ledhupur, Tilmapur and Police
Lines respectively succumbed
to COVID-19. Besides, with
the addition of 14 new red
zones, the total number of
hotspots has increased to 1,964
including 343 red zones. Four
green zones have been convert-
ed into red zones again. There
are 1,621 green zones with 22
new ones.

Earlier, this belt of
Purvanchal (eastern UP) com-
prising 10 districts of three
divisions saw 537 new cases a
day ago and with this, the

total number of patients has
increased to 42,145. Out of
these, maximum number of
cases (23,806) was in Varanasi
division followed by Azamgarh
(11,815) and Vindhyachal
(6,524). 

The best mortality rate
was of Vindyachal (1.11%)
while the same was 1.34% in
Azamgarh and 1.40% in
Varanasi while the best recov-
ery rate (91.88%) was in
Azamgarh followed by
Vindhyachal (87.03%) and
Varanasi (86.12%). The overall
recovery rate in the region
was 87.88% while mortality
rate 1.34%.
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Majority of the students of
Allahabad Central

University who were going to
support the farmers' move-
ment from students' union
building to Balsan Crossing on
Friday afternoon were cane
charged when they refused to
budge even after persuasion
made by the cops. 

During this, a stampede-
like situation erupted on the
road. Many students were
injured in lathicharge. Majority
of them have been taken into
custody by the police. They
have been sent to the Police
Lines by the police.

It is noteworthy that on
Friday, farmers' organisations
and SP workers are protesting
against the Agriculture Bill. In
the same sequence, hundreds of
students belonging to the

National Students Union of
India (NSUI) reached the stu-
dents' union building in the
afternoon. A strategy was made
to reach here in support of the

movement. After this, the stu-
dents arrived at the gate of the
students' union in the proces-
sion. Meanwhile, when the
police came to know about the

procession of the students, a
large number of police forces
reached there.

Police tried to stop the
students. Despite this, the stu-
dents refused to budge. The
students also got into a heated
clash with the police. After see-
ing the matter getting worse,
the police resorted to lath-
icharge on the students. This
caused a stampede-like situa-
tion there. Many students also
suffered injuries in lathicharge.
Police arrested several stu-
dents.

After lathicharge, police
have arrested dozens of NSUI
activists including NSUI state
president Akhilesh Yadav, dis-
trict president Akshay
Krantiveer, Jitesh Mishra,
Satyam Kushwaha. From there,
all have been sent to the Police
Lines by vehicles. During this,
the students also shouted anti-
government slogans.
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In the wake of corona infection, Nand Gopal Gupta ‘Nandi’, the
Cabinet Minister tested positive. The infection was confirmed

in the Rapid and subsequent RTPCR testing on Tuesday. The min-
ister tweeted that after being found positive, he is in home iso-
lation on the advice of doctors. Minister Nand Gopal Gupta wrote
in a tweet that due to the surgery after the bomb attack in 2010,
he is currently considering his condition a complication after the
corona infection. 

Mayor Abhilasha Gupta and wife of Nandi said that husband
Nandi is highly diabetic, this is the concern. On Tuesday, he com-
plained of headache and watery nose, so he got the corona test
done. However, his condition is normal on Thursday. He has no
problem, yet the anxiety has increased due to diseases. Mayor
said that he had undergone 16 surgeries after the July 2010 bomb
attack. According to the Mayor, even if the symptoms are nor-
mal, he will be taken to the Higher Centre. She herself left for
Lucknow on Friday morning.

It may be pointed out here that Nandi is the 17th Minister
of State Government to be corona positive. Apart from this, two
ministers Chetan Chauhan and Kamala Rani Varun have died
due to corona. Earlier Jail Minister Jai Kumar Singh Jackie, Health
Minister Jai Pratap Singh, Water Power Minister Mahendra Singh,
Rural Development Minister Rajendra Pratap Singh alias Moti
Singh, Law and Justice Minister Brajesh Pathak, AYUSH
Minister of State Dharam Singh Saini, Minister of State for Sports
and Youth Welfare Upendra Tiwari, MSME Minister of State
Chaudhary Udaybhan Singh, Minister of State for Health Atul
Garg, Panchayati Raj Minister Bhupendra Singh Chaudhary,
MSME Minister Siddharthnath Singh, Waqf Minister Mohsin
Raza, Baldev Singh Aulakh, Industrial Development Minister
Satish Mahana have also become corona positive.
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Under the presidentship of
Additional General

Manager (AGM) of North
Eastern Railway (NER) Amit
Kumar Agarwal principal
heads of departments and
senior Railway officers at a vir-
tual condolence meeting on
Thursday mourned the demise
of Minister of State for Railways
Suresh C Angadi paid  emo-
tional tributes to him. On the
occasion AGM Amit Kumar
Agarwal said that Suresh C
Angadi Angadi who was popu-
lar, soft-spoken and an educa-
tionist was elected for the fourth
consecutive time from Belgaum
parliamentary constituency in
Karnataka. He took charge as
Minister of State for Railways on
May 31, 2029 and had a strong
attachment to the NER. On
August 28, 2019, at a function
held in Lakhimpur he had

inaugurated the Lakhimpur-
Sitapur gauge conversion train
section and flagged off the
broad gauge rail service on this
section. On August 15 this
year he inaugurated the 100-
feet-high national flag in the
Izzatnagar railway station com-
plex via video link from New
Delhi. During the review of the
working of the Zonal Railways,
Angadi appreciated the work
being done on the NER.
Angadi always thought about
the progress of railway pas-
sengers and railwaymen.
Meanwhile in Varanasi
Division of NER, DRM VK
Panjiar, ADRM (Infra) Praveen
Kumar, ADRM (Operations)
SPS Yadav and other divisional
officers paid rich tributes to
MOSR Suresh Angadi. The
employees and office-bearers of
various unions also observed a two
minute silence to mourn the
death of the minister.
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The body of an unidentified man was
found in Lusa village under Madihan

police station on Thursday. On being
informed the police reached the spot and
took the body of the deceased into custody
for completing legal formalities. The villagers
said that the deceased was mentally retart-
ed and was roaming in the area for the past
few days.

EIGHT INJURED: As many as eight
persons sustained burns due to lightning on
Thursday. Reports said that two persons of
Belkhara village under Ahraura police sta-
tion had gone to jungle to collect wood when
lightning struck them. They were brought
home with the help of locals and then admit-
ted to a hospital. In Bheeti village under
Madihan police station due to the lightning
four persons were burnt along with a buffalo
and electrical equipment in several houses got
damaged. Two others were seriously burnt due
to it in Saiyakala village under Halia police sta-
tion. The revenue department officials were
assessing the losses. 

CONFISCATED: Lalganj police con-
fiscated the movable property worth �30 lakh
of an accused involved in smuggling intox-
icating materials. A case under the Gangster
Act was registered in 2017 against Arun Kumar
Singh, son of Ramlagan Singh, a resident of
Chilbila village under Mehnajpur police sta-
tion in Azamgarh, a member of a gang
involved in smuggling intoxicating materials.
During the proceedings the accused failed to
prove that his assets were accumulated
through the legal way.  Using the power under
Gangster Act the DM ordered to confiscate
the property of the accused at the report of the
SHO and recommendation of the SP.  Under the
compliance of the order of the DM, SHO Lalganj
Harishchandra Saroj confiscated a Fortuner
worth �30 lakh. 
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The railway administration
has decided to operate

three pairs of special trains for
the convenience of passengers.
Their movement will be done
in addition to the special and
clone trains already being run.
All coaches of these trains will
be of reserved category, CPRO
PK Singh said. The 05063
Gorakhpur-Lokmanya Tilak
Terminus weekly special train
will be run from Gorakhpur
from September 28 until fur-
ther notice. This special train
will be run on the days and
timing of No 15063
Gorakhpur-Lokmanya Tilak
Terminus Express with same
stoppages. The 05063
Gorakhpur-Lokmanya Tilak
Terminus special train will on
every Monday depart from
Gorakhpur at 05:30 hrs, from
Anandnagar at 06:25 hrs, from
Naugarh at 07:02 hrs, from
Shohratgarh at 07:32 hrs, from
Barhni at 08.05 hrs, from
Tulsipur at 08:35 hrs, from
Jharkhandi at 09.04 hrs, from
Gonda at 09:40 hrs, from
Balrampur at 09:18 hours, from
Gonda at 09:40 hours, from
Barabanki at 13:05 hrs, from
Lucknow at 14.20 hrs, and after
stopping at Kanpur Central,
Orai and Jhansi and the next
day  at Vidisha, Habibganj,
Itarsi, Harda, Khandwa,
Bhusaval, Kalyan and Thane
stations will arrive at Lokmanya
Tilak Terminus at 16:00 hrs. The
05064 Lokmanya Tilak
Terminus-Gorakhpur weekly
special train from September 29
until further notice on every
Tuesday will run from
Lokmanya Tilak Terminus. This
special train will be run on the
days and timings of regular train
No. 15064 Lokmanya Tilak
Terminus-Gorakhpur Express
with same stoppages. The
05064 Lokmanya Tilak
Terminus-Gorakhpur weekly
special train will leave
Lokmanya Tilak Terminus
every Tuesday at 17.50 hrs and
after stopping at Thane and
Kalyan and on the second day
at Bhusaval, Khandwa, Harda,
Itarsi, Habibganj, Vidisha,
Jhansi, Orai and Kanpur
Central stations, from Lucknow

at 19.55 hours, from Barabanki
at 20:38 hours, from Gonda at
22.25 hours, from Balrampur at
23.10 hours, from Jharkhandi
at 23.19 hours, from Tulsipur at
23.45 hours, the third day from
Barhani at 00.44 hours, from
Shoratganj at 01.11 hours, from
Naugarh at 01.40 hours, from
Anandnagar at 02.40 hours
and will arrive at Gorakhpur at
04:30 hours. The 05065
Gorakhpur-Panvel special train
will from September 29 till fur-
ther notice be run every Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday and Sunday.
This special train will run on the
days and timing of regular train
No 15065 Gorakhpur-Panvel
Express with same stoppages.
The 05065 Gorakhpur-Panvel
special train will on every
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and
Sunday leave Gorakhpur at 05.30
hrs, from Anandnagar at 06:25
hrs, from Naugarh at 07:04 hrs,
from Shohratgarh at 07:32 hrs,
from Barhni at 08:05 hrs, from
Tulsipur at 08:35 hrs, from
Jharkhandi at 09.04 hrs, from
Balrampur at 09.18 hrs, from
Gonda at 10.40 hrs, from
Barabanki at 13.07 hours, from
Lucknow at 14:20 hours, and
after stopping at Kanpur Central,
Orai, Jhansi, the second day at
Vidisha, Habibganj, Itarsi, Harda,
Khandwa, Bhusaval, Nashik
Road and Kalyan stations and
reach Panvel at 16:20 hours. The
05066 Panvel-Gorakhpur special
train from September 30 until
further notice will be run on
every Monday, Wednesday,
Friday and Saturday. This special
train will run on the days and
timings of regular train No 15066
Panvel-Gorakhpur Express with
same stoppages. The 05066
Panvel-Gorakhpur special train
on every Monday, Wednesday,
Friday and Saturday will leave
Panvel at 17:50 hours, and after
stopping at Kalyan and Nashik
Road and on the second day at
Bhusaval, Khandwa, Harda, Itarsi,
Habibganj, Vidisha, Jhansi, Orai,
Kanpur Central stations,  from
Lucknow at 19.55 hrs, from
Barabanki at 20.38 hrs, from Gonda
at 22.25 hrs, from Balrampur at
23.10 hrs, from Jharkhandi at
23.19 hrs, from Tulsipur at 23.47
hrs, on the third day from Badhni
at 00.44 hrs, from Shohratganj at
01.11 hrs, from Naugarh at 01:40

hours and Anandngar at 02:40
hours reach Gorakhpur at 04.30
hrs.  The 05067 Gorakhpur-
Bandra Terminus weekly special
train will be run from September
30 until further notice will be run
from Gorakhpur on every
Wednesday. This special train
will be run on the days and tim-
ings of regular train no. 15067
Gorakhpur-Bandra Terminus
Express with same stoppages.
The 05067 Gorakhpur-Bandra
Terminus weekly special will every
Wednesday leave Gorakhpur at
05.30 hrs,  from Anandnagar at
06.25 hrs, from Naugarh at 07.02
hrs, from  Shohratgarh at 07.32 hrs,
from Barhni at 08.05 hrs, from
Tulsipur at 08.35 hrs, from
Jharkhandi at 09.04 hrs, from
Balrampur at 09.18 hrs, from
Gonda at 10.40 hours,  Barabanki
at 13.07 hrs, Lucknow at 14.20
hrs, and after stopping at Kanpur
Central, Orai and Jhansi and on
the second day at  Agasod,
Vidisha, Habibganj, Itarsi Jn,
Harda, Khandwa, Bhusaval,
Jalgaon, Nandurwar, Udhna,
Vapi and Borivali stations reach
Bandra terminus at 19:10 hours.
The 05068 Bandra Terminus -
Gorakhpur Weekly Special from
October 2 will be run every
Friday from Bandra Terminus.
This special train will run on the
days and timing of regular train
No. 15068 Bandra Terminus-
Gorakhpur Express with same
stoppages. The 05068 Bandra
Terminus - Gorakhpur special
will depart from Bandra
Terminus every Friday at 00.20
hours and after stopping at
Borivali, Vapi, Udhna,
Nandurbar, Jalgaon, Bhusaval,
Khandwa, Harda, Itarsi,
Vidisha, on the second day at
Jhansi, Orai, Kanpur Central sta-
tions, leave from Lucknow  at 09.35
hrs, from Barabanki at 10.23 hrs,
from Gonda at 12.20 hrs, from
Balrampur at 13.05 hrs, from
Jharkhandi at 13.15 hrs, from
Tulsipur at 13.42 hrs, from Barhni
at 14.32 hrs, from Shohratganj at
14.57 hrs, from Naugarh at 15.18
hrs and Anandnagar at 15.55 pm
will arrive at Gorakhpur at 17:35
hrs. In these special trains a
total of 23 coaches, including
two of SLRD, eight of general sec-
ond class, nine of sleeper class,
three of AC third class and one
of AC second class.
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On the directive of
Superintendent of Police

(SP) Yashveer Singh and
Additional Superintendent of
Police (ASP) Dr Awadhesh
Singh police apprehended six
accused and recovered illicit
liquor from their possession
recently.  Inspector Kamlesh
Kumar, incharge  Ait police sta-
tion, said that Ait police arrest-
ed Niraj, Ghanaram  and
Akhilesh, residents of Jhansi,
Krishnagopal, a resident of
Bilayan village under Ait police
station in Jalaun, Jitendra of Nari
village under Kailiya police station
and Pradyuman Parihar, a resi-
dent of Sami village under Kailiya
police station in Jalaun from dif-
ferent locations.  He said that 50
litres of illicit liquor and 180 quar-
ter bottles of country liquor had
been confiscated and a case had
been registered against them
under Section 60 of Excise Act.
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Under the Swachhta Pakhwada being observed
on the entire Indian Railways from September

16 to 30 various cleanliness programmes were run
under the supervision of nominated officers in
Izzatnagar, Lucknow and Varanasi divisions, CPRO
PK Singh said. On Thursday in Varanasi Division
under ‘Swachh Neer’ (clean water),  in Lucknow
Division under ‘Swachh Yard’ (clean yard) and in

Izzatnagar division
under ‘Clean carriage
and wagon depot’
cleanliness pro-
grammes were held
during which social

distancing was maintained and Covid-19 norms were
followed. In Varanasi division filtration plants
installed for clean water at various places and taps
for drinking water at stations were cleaned. In addi-
tion, clean water supply was ensured at railway
colony, offices, hospitals and stations. Under
Lucknow division’s the ‘clean yard’ programme under
the supervision of the designated officers cleanliness
was carried out in the yards of Lucknow Junction,
Gonda, Gorakhpur, Badshahnagar, Khalilabad,
Basti and Mankapur stations. Under Izzatnagar divi-
sion’s  ‘Clean carriage and wagon  depot’ an intensive
cleaning campaign was carried out under the super-
vision of designated officers at Clutterbuckganj’s Demu
shed besides in Kathgodam, Lalkuan, Tanakpur,
Ramnagar and Kasganj stations’ carriage depot. 
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The Gida police arrested two accused  from
Bagaha Bir Baba temple near Gida Sector 9 on

Thursday. Gida SHO Devendra Singh said that both
of them had looted goods from a resident of
Khalilabad. Police produced both the accused,
Manager Nishad and Bablu Nishad, residents of
Jamuar village under the Chiluatal police station in
the court from where they were sent to jail.
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The Kanpur Development
Authority will refund the

registration fees of the appli-
cants who could not be allot-
ted house under its Mahavir
Nagar Scheme.

This was stated by KDA
Vice Chairman Rakesh Kumar
Singh during the Janata
Darshan programme organ-
ised on Thursday. 

As many as 45 applica-
tions were received for redres-
sal by the KDA on Thursday.
Among the applicants, Sharad
Kumar Trivedi demanded
possession on his plot in
Jarauli Phase-II. Kamal Narain
Yadav, Satyendra Kumar and
Ravi Prakash Gupta also com-
plained that they were not
given possession of their
plots in the Highway City
Scheme. 

Brij Kumar Sachan com-
plained that his registration
fee was not refunded after he
could not get a house in the
Mahavir Nagar Scheme. 

Singh directed the officials
to redress people’s
grievances within prescribed

time. 
The next Janata Darshan

programme will be organised
on Saturday. 
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Kanpur University Self-
Financed Teachers’

Association president Dr
Kamlesh Yadav has demanded
that the BEd first year students
be promoted without con-
ducting their examinations. 

Chhatrapati Shahu Ji
Maharaj University Vice
Chancellor Prof Neelima Gupta
has assured Yadav that a deci-
sion on this issue would be
taken in the meeting of the
examination committee to be
held on September 28. 

In his memorandum to
the vice chancellor on Friday,
Yadav urged her to conduct
practical examinations of
undergraduate students of first
and second years as was done
by other universities. On this,
the VC assured him of taking
a positive decision. 

He also urged her to direct
the management of degree col-
leges to disburse salaries to
their teachers for the COVID-
19 lockdown period and start
calling them to attend the col-
lege. On this, the VC said she
would soon send a letter to the
registrar in this regard. 

General secretary of the
Association, Dr Akhand Pratap
Singh, was also present during
the meeting. 

NEW LLOYD SEG-

MENT:  Havells India Limited
has announced its entry into
the refrigerator segment under
its consumer durable brand
Lloyd. The company will also
double the range with addi-
tional 25 models by Diwali this
year. 

Lloyd chief executive offi-
cer said the refrigerators would
be available in capacities rang-
ing from 190 litres to 587
litres, and at an introductory
offer price range from Rs
10,000 to Rs 84,990. 

The newly-launched

refrigerators will come with a
one year comprehensive war-
ranty along with 10 years com-
pressor warranty. 

The range will be available
at Lloyd brand shops across
India, offline dealers and Lloyd
online e store, he added. 
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Kanpur Divisional
Commissioner Raj

Shekhar said the focus of Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath was
on comprehensive develop-
ment of Kanpur Nagar.

He said while reviewing
the development projects of
Kanpur division comprising
Kanpur Nagar, Kanpur Dehat,
Kannauj,  Farrukhabad,
Auraiya and Etawah, the chief
minister had laid emphasis on
developing a magnificent
waterfront along the river
Ganga in the city and had

stressed on giving further
momentum to the Namami
Gange project.

Shekhar said the chief
minister had stressed on con-
sultations with people’s rep-
resentatives regarding devel-
opment projects and on com-
pleting the work within stip-
ulated time while maintaining
qualitative.

He said physical verifica-
tion of the projects by officials
had been made mandatory
and the priority area was to
build hostels and classrooms
in the medical college before
constructing an auditorium.

Shekhar said the chief
minister also stressed on giv-
ing further momentum to the
Smart City and Metro projects
in Kanpur Nagar. 

He said it had been decid-
ed in principle that the under
construction Bundelkhand
Expressway would pass
through Etawah and Auraiya
districts and this would give
fillip to the economic growth
of the state. He said the green
signal had also been given for
the construction of Kanpur
Dehat Medical College.

Shekhar said the chief
minister expressed concern

over the high COVID-19
death rate in Kanpur Nagar
and stressed on following
social distancing in letter and
spirit.

The divisional commis-
sioner said the emphasis was
on effective surveillance and
contact tracing as they alone
could save many lives from
the deadly novel coronavirus.

He said as per the chief
minister’s directives, all the
public toilets constructed
under the Swachh Bharat
Mission to make the country
open defecation-free would be
geo-tagged.
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District Magistrate Alok
Tiwari and DIG

Parminder Singh carried out a
surprise inspection of Guru
Tegh Bahadur Hospital during
which they found the anaes-
thetist absent from duty. 

The district magistrate
sought details of the patient
who died in the hospital and
cross-checked bills to see if the
patients had been overcharged.
He then interacted with the
relatives of the patient and
sought details of the treatment.

Tiwari directed the addi-
tional city magistrate (ACM)
to interact with the patients
admitted in the hospital and
also with those who had been
discharged in the last one
week.

He sought the case histo-
ries of the deceased patients
and the diagnosis and treat-
ment details of the patients
undergoing treatment. 

He also sought details
about the number of days a
patient was made to stay in the
hospital, especially COVID-19
patient. The general feedback

of the relatives was that they
remained in the hospital for 15
days. 

The district magistrate
told the hospital authorities
that if they did not make
arrangement for an anaes-
thetist, the administration
would be forced to take action
against the hospital. 

Tiwari said no hospital
would be allowed to run a
Level-2 Covid facility if it did
not have an anaesthetist on
duty round the clock.

Later, the district magis-
trate held a meeting on com-

municable diseases. He said
apart from communicable dis-
eases, another cause of con-
cern was vector-borne dis-
eases and said a campaign had
to be launched simultaneous-
ly to prevent death due to
dengue and malaria. 

He said there was need for
creating awareness among
the masses about these dis-
eases and their preventive
measures.

Tiwari said anganwadi
workers, teachers and gram
pradhans should extend help
in the awareness campaign, 
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The war of words is once
again intensifying in the

Lala Lajpat Rai Hospital and
this time at the centre of the
controversy are Covid labora-
tory’s nodal officer and the
chief medical officer. 

The former has raised an
accusing finger at the Covid
testing at the LLRH laborato-
ry. He said when the Flu OPD
of LLRH was catering to the
city patients and samples were
taken in thousands every day,
the wide chasm between the
positive cases was mind bog-
gling. He said it appeared that
the sampling was not being
done as per the Covid protocol.

The nodal officer pointed
out that while two to three per
cent of the samples collected by
the health workers in the city
for Covid testing were turning
positive, it was shocking that
15-16 per cent of the samples
collected at LLRH Flu OPD
were testing positive and this
raised a needle of suspicion at
the sampling. He said as the
state was witnessing a steep
decline in positivity, this dis-
crepancy needed an explana-
tion. Chief Medical Officer Dr
AK Mishra denying the charges
raised on testing and sampling
said every care was being taken.
He said stricter surveillance
would be carried out on sam-
pling and monitoring. Skirting
around the charge levelled by
Nodal Officer Dr Prashant
Tripathi, the CMO said earlier
the percentage was high and
was around 14 to 15 per cent
but it had come down to eight
per cent and now it had
reached between three and
four per cent. He said the
reduction of the positive cases
was a clear indication that the
infection was declining. He,
however, added that the two
issues raised would certainly be
probed again.

##+��'���������'����*���
Kanpur Nagar reported

227 fresh cases of coronavirus
infection till Friday evening.

Chief  Medical Officer Dr
AK Mishra said 227  more
people had tested positive for
coronavirus infection between
Thursday evening and Friday
evening, taking the count of
confirmed cases to 24,164.
He said a total of 39 cases were
recovered  and  at              pre-
sent 4171 active coronavirus
cases were undergoing treat-
ment.

The CMO said two
COVID-19 deaths were
reported in the city till Friday
evening taking the toll to 630. 
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KANPUR (PNS): Secretary of
Pracheen Kala Kendra,
Chandigarh, Sajal Koser, while
addressing a virtual web
‘baithak’ on Friday said the
Kendra wanted to continue
holding web meets for artistes
especially in the times of
COVID-19 as the artistes were
missing stage and thus PKK
had decided to support them. 

He said the endeavour was
to provide a platform to every
stage artiste and also promote
dance and music in the times
of pandemic. He said the objec-
tive was to keep fine arts alive
and thus every effort would be
made to ensure this continued
in the times to come.

Coordinator Shilpa Mitra
said COVID-19 pandemic had
thoroughly exposed classical
music’s existential vulnerabili-
ty arising out of a limited
socio-cultural infrastructure
that sustained it. She said the
moment this infrastructure
faced some vulnerability, both
the art and the artistes take a
massive hit. She said classical
music was one of the worst-hit
by the COVID-19 pandemic in
India. She said performing arts
activity could not exist without
crowds, close contacts and
closed spaces. She said since
several months concerts had
been cancelled and said as the
artists thrive only on concert
gains this pandemic had hit
them dangerously.

She said the PKK had
always been in the forefront to
help artistes and this move to
make it digital was one such
effort made by it to give oxy-
gen to this art form. She said it
was a matter of great pride that
in its 16th web meet it had
introduced a young artist, a
Dhrupad singer from Kanpur,
Ayush Dwivedi .
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Political parties and candi-
dates can hold rallies as part

of their campaigning for the
Bihar Assembly polls and the
grounds where such meetings
will be held will have white cir-
cles to ensure distancing
norms. These are among the
slew of measures the Election
Commission is taking in view
of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence to announce the schedule
for Bihar assembly elections,
Chief Election Commissioner
Sunil Arora said he wants to
dispel doubts that there will
only be virtual campaigning in
the State. The “propaganda”
that only virtual meets will take
place during campaigning is
way off the mark, he said.

Arora said the district elec-
tion officers have already iden-
tified places where gatherings
can take place. The exercise of
putting markers to ensure dis-
tancing norms is on. District
election officers and district
superintendents of police
should ensure that the number
of attendees does not exceed
the limit prescribed by the

State Disaster Management
Authority for public gatherings,
an EC statement later said.
Political parties and candi-
dates concerned should ensure
that all COVID-related require-
ments such as face masks, sani-
tisers and thermal scanning are
fulfilled during each of these
election activities, the com-
mission said.

Anyone violating the
norms will face action under
relevant sections of the Disaster
Management Act and the
Indian Penal Code, the EC
warned. As part of restrictions
put in place to check the spread
of the virus, the EC has reduced
the number of people who can
undertake door-to-door cam-
paigning. A group of five peo-
ple, including candidates, but
excluding security personnel, is
allowed to campaign from door
to door.

For road shows, the convoy
of vehicles should be broken
after every five vehicles instead
of 10 vehicles. The interval
between two sets of convoy of
vehicles should be half an hour
instead of a gap of 100 metres.
The EC has revised the norms
of the number of people

accompanying the candidate
and number of vehicles at the
time of nomination.

It has also created an
optional facility to fill the nom-
ination form and the affidavit
online and submission of the
same, after taking a print,
before the returning officer
concerned. 

For the first time, the can-
didates will have the option to
deposit the security amount for
contesting the elections online.
For the first time, the EC has
made special arrangements to
protect its employees from
contracting coronavirus during
their election duty in Bihar.

It will provide a small kit
containing N95 mask, sanitiz-
er and gloves to protect the
employees on poll duty in the
state. The packet will also con-
tain one safety keychain to
avoid use of hands while press-
ing buttons.

According to Chief
Election Commissioner Sunil
Arora, EC has arranged about
46 lakh masks, 6 lakh PPE kits,
6.7 lakh units of faces-shields,
23 lakh (pairs of) hand gloves
arranged. For voters specifi-
cally, 7.2 crore single-use hand
gloves for Bihar polls. Besides,
postal ballot facility will be pro-
vided wherever required and
requested. 

Social distancing norms
will need to be followed at pub-
lic gatherings during the poll
campaign. He said the world
has changed significantly since
the last elections which were
held for Delhi assembly and the
COVID-19 pandemic has
forced a new normal in every
aspect of our life.
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At least, 75 per cent of new
cases of coronavirus in the

country are concentrated in 10
States and Union Territories
(UTs). But then, there is 74 per
cent of new recoveries as well.

A senior health official said
if there were 86,052 new cases
in the past 24 hours in
Maharashtra, Kerala, Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh and a few oth-
ers, then the number of recov-
eries stood at 81,177.

Maharashtra, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Uttar
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Odisha,
Kerala, Delhi are some of the
states that continue to be worst-
hit from the pandemic. 

On Friday, the country reg-
istered 86,052 fresh Covid-19
cases in the last 24 hours, as
India moves towards the 60-
lakh mark. The active cases have
climbed to 9,70,116 whereas
over 4.75 million have recovered
so far, said a statement from the
Union Health Ministry.

For the past six days, the
numbers of recoveries logged
per day in the country have
been exceeding the number of
fresh cases. But in the last 24
hours, the number of recover-
ies stood at 81,177, said the
Ministry. 

It also pointed out that a
minimum of 14 States demon-
strated better Covid-19 response
on the basis of higher tests per
million population and 
corresponding lower positivity
rate than the national average.

A total of 68,928,440 sam-
ples have been tested for 
Covid-19 so far out of which
nearly 1.5 million samples
were tested on Thursday, as
per data released by the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR).
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More than 10 per cent of
young and healthy people

who develop severe Covid-19
have misguided antibodies that
attack not the virus, but the
immune system itself, according
to a study published in journal
‘Science’. Another 3.5 per cent,
at least, carry a specific kind of
genetic mutation, causing early
death of the Covid afflicted
patients, as per the study.

In both groups, the upshot
is basically the same: The
patients lack type I interferon,
a set of 17 proteins crucial for
protecting cells and the body
from viruses. “Whether the
proteins have been neutralized
by so-called auto-antibodies,
or were not produced in suffi-
cient amounts in the first place
due to a faulty gene, their miss-
ing-in-action appears to be a
common theme among a sub-
group of Covid19 sufferers
whose disease has thus far been
a mystery,” said the researchers.

The findings help explain
why some people develop a dis-
ease much more severe than
others in their age group--
including, for example, indi-
viduals who required admission
to the ICU despite being in their
20s and free of underlying con-
ditions. They may also provide
the first molecular explanation
for why more men than women
die from the disease.

“These findings provide
compelling evidence that the

disruption of type I interferon
is often the cause of life-threat-
ening Covid-19,” said Jean-
Laurent Casanova, head of the
St. Giles Laboratory of Human
Genetics of Infectious Diseases
at The Rockefeller University
and a Howard Hughes Medical
Institute investigator. “

The study participants
included various nationalities
from Asia, Europe, Latin
America, and the Middle East.
“Covid-19 may now be the best
understood acute infectious
disease in terms of having a
molecular and genetic expla-
nation for nearly 15% of criti-
cal cases across diverse ances-
tries,” Casanova said.

In one study, the researchers
genetically analyzed blood sam-
ples from more than 650
patients who had been hospi-
talized for life-threatening pneu-
monia due to SARS-CoV-2, 14
percent of whom had died.
They also included samples
from another group of over 530
people with asymptomatic or
benign infection. They initial-
ly searched for differences
between the two groups across
13 genes known to be critical for
the body’s defense against the
influenza virus. These genes
govern type I interferons.

It soon became obvious
that a significant number of
people with severe disease car-
ried rare variants in these 13
genes, and more than 3 percent
of them were in fact missing a
functioning gene.
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Highlighting the scourge of
terrorism, India on Friday

said terrorists are trying to
exploit financial and emotion-
al distress caused by the ongo-
ing corona pandemic and
Covid-19 lockdowns.
Moreover, the terrorists are
trying to collect funds under
the garb of charitable activities
but it is feared this money will
be used to finance terror activ-
ities, India said.

Making these assertions at
the ongoing 45th UN Human
Rights Council session in
Geneva, First Secretary Pawan
Badhe, Permanent Mission of
India to UN in Geneva, said
due to widespread COVID-19,
terrorists are making malevo-
lent attempts to exploit the
financial and emotional distress
caused by lockdowns to disturb
the cohesiveness of societies.

In his statement, he said
“Terror groups have also
exhorted supporters to target
security forces and health
workers. Another disturbing
trend has been the collection of
funds by proscribed terrorist
outfits ostensibly for under-
taking charitable activities, but
which, in reality, would be
used to finance terror.”

Speaking on the topic

“Human rights situations that
require the Council’s atten-
tion,” the Indian envoy said
“The increased presence of
people online and on social
media has been targeted by ter-
rorists to disseminate misin-
formation through hate
speeches, fake news and doc-
tored videos. The intent has
been to entice and establish
links with vulnerable individ-
uals and recruit them in their
cadres.”

He also said “We under-
score the need to foster a soci-
ety in which individuals and
communities are able to
counter the spread of terrorist
ideologies and challenge those
who espouse them.”
Underlining the challenge
posed by terrorism, India also
urged the Council to play a
major role in preventing radi-
calization of impressionable
minds. 

India stressed that the
Council cannot remain
immune to the devastating
human rights impacts caused
by terrorism. The Council has
to spread awareness about the
protection of the rights of the
most vulnerable groups, par-
ticularly children and young
persons, in order to prevent
their indoctrination by terror-
ist ideologies.
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Against the back-
drop of the unruly

behaviour of MPs with
the Deputy Chairman
of the Rajya Sabha,
Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla on Friday
emphasised that the
dignity of the House
and its Chair is an
important aspect of the
parliamentary system and it is the duty of
all members to respect the highest values
that our democracy represents. 

Birla was talking to media on the
aspects of conclusion of the Monsoon
Session of the Parliament where he
referred to various historic achievements
of the Session at the Parliament conducted
amidst the Corona pandemic.

Birla added that with the help of all
political parties and Members, the pro-
ductivity of Lok Sabha was at a historic

167 percent. He also
informed that despite
the threat of COVID-
19, the average atten-
dance of MPs during
this Session was very
high, which sends a
very positive message
and strengthens peo-
ples’ faith in the demo-
cratic  institutions.
Referring to recent
reports on Question

Hour, Birla said that members were given
regular opportunities to raise matters con-
cerning peoples’ welfare. He highlighted
the enhanced participation of members in
Zero Hour and other legislative business. 

On a query on the demands of mem-
bers for the restoration of the MPLAD
Scheme, Birla said that the matter was
raised by Members across the political
spectrum and hoped that the Government
and other stakeholders would examine the
issue as per merit. 
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The Supreme Court on Friday
refused to entertain a plea seeking

to postpone the upcoming Bihar
Assembly elections in the wake of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

A three-judge bench of Justices
Ashok Bhushan, R. Subhash Reddy
and  M R Shah also refused to grant
liberty to the petitioner to give  rep-
resentat ion to the Elect ion
Commission in this regard.

“We can’’t permit everybody to go
to the Election Commission. We can
only permit you to withdraw the peti-
tion,” the bench said. The matter was
then  dismissed as withdrawn.

The EC announced the schedule
for Bihar assembly elections later on
Friday. The top court was hearing the
plea filed by one Ajay Kumar who con-
tended that the general assembly elec-
tions cannot be held smoothly due to
the pandemic.

The plea sought to hold the Bihar
Assembly elections till the situation
becomes  normal.
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The Supreme Court on
Friday said it will consid-

er the Centre’’s suggestion of
making transferable the
refund vouchers to be given to
the passengers in lieu of the
tickets booked for the flights
which were cancelled due to
the Covid-19 lockdown.

The top court reserved its
verdict on a batch of petitions
including by NGOs and pas-
sengers associations seeking
refund of ticket fare for the
flights which were cancelled
due to the Pandemic. Â 

A bench of Justices Ashok
Bhushan, R Subhash Reddy
and M R Shah was told by
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for Centre

and Director General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA), that trans-
ferrable refund vouchers can
be issued to the 
passengers, which can be used
by the travel agents who had
booked their tickets for the
flights which were cancelled
later.
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In a sensational breakthrough
the Bengal Police on Friday

unearthed arms from 
an erstwhile Maoist-hit region
of Goaltore in West Midnapore,
district administration 
sources said.

About 30 muskets, electric
wire and tin containers were
found after the police acting on
definite sources dug out a 40
feet area inside dense forests of
Okhla in the Goaltore region.

The guns rapped in rags and
plastic could have been buried
about ten years ago and had rust-
ed and become dysfunctional,
senior officials said adding the
finds would be sent for forensic
testing. The police had to use
JCB machines to excavate the
area after some “specific infor-
mation,” sources said.

Political gunfight resumed
soon after the arms were
unearthed even as senior
Trinamool Congress MP
Saugato Roy alleged “gong by
the age of the arms it seems that
they could have been buried by
the CPI(M) harmads or maybe
the Maoists … but the most
likelihood is that the CPI(M)

cadres might have buried them
after their government went
out of power,” reminding how
“skeletons were dug out from
the village of then CPI(M)
minister Sushanto Ghosh.

Reacting vehemently to his
suggestions CPI(M) Legislature
Party Leader Sujan
Chakrabarty said, it was high
time the Trinamool Congress
stopped spreading lies. “Talking
about skeletons which had
been planted by one of their
leaders who is now in a BJP
general secretary… and why
could not they prove a single
charge against the Left
Government… so Sougato Roy
being such a senior politician
should stop peddling lies…
The Left has suffered the max-
imum at the hands of the
TMC-Maoist clique … they
murdered hundreds of our
cadres in cold blood.”

The BJP on the other hand
said the guns might belong to
the Maoists given the history of
ultra-Left movement in Bengal
however he would not rule out
Trinamool Congress hand in
the incident. “All angles musts
be probed to get to the truth,”
he said.
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Aforeign terrorist from
Pakistan along with his

local associate,belonging to the
proscribed terror outfit
Lashkar-e- Tayyeba (LeT) were
neutralised by the joint teams
of security forces in Sirhama
area of Anantnag on Friday.

The operation in the area
was launched late on Thursday
evening after receiving inputs
about the presence of these ter-
rorists in the area.

According to a police
spokesman, “ Due to darkness
the operation was suspended in
the area while a tight cordon
was maintained to plug the
escape routes”.  He said, “In the
wee hours, the operation was
resumed and in the ensuing
encounter two terrorists were

killed and their bodies were
retrieved from the site of the
encounter”.  

The police spokesman said
the killed terrorists have been
identified as Adil Ahmad Bhat
resident of Pulwama and Abu
Rehan @Towheed a Pakistani
national. Both the killed ter-
rorists were commanders and
affiliated with proscribed ter-
ror outfit LeT.  

According to police
records,  Adil was involved in
case FIR No. 117/2020 of PS

Nowgam pertaining to the
killing of two JKP personnel
and weapon snatching at
Nowgam Srinagar on 14-08-
2020. An Insas rifle snatched in
Nowgam attack was also recov-
ered from the encounter site.  

According to a police
spokesman, Pakistani terrorist
Abu Rehan was an important
motivator and influenced
young minds for joining terror
ranks in the areas of South
Kashmir. He was involved in
motivating local youth to carry
out ‘fidayeen’ attacks on
Police/SFs. He was also
involved in providing logistic
support to the newly infiltrat-
ed terrorists and strengthening
the LeT outfit throughout the
valley by distributing newly
joined/infiltrated terrorists to
various areas.
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Kerala overtook Tamil Nadu
by Friday evening in the

number of new patients diag-
nosed with Covid-19. 
While Kerala diagnosed 6,477
new patients on Friday, 
Tamil Nadu’s tally for the day
was 5,679.

According to the depart-
ment of health, Government of
Kerala, the State had 48, 892
Covid-19 patients undergoing
treatment in hospitals. But in
Tamil Nadu, the number of
active patients undergoing
treatment for the pandemic
stood at 46,386.

This is the first time Kerala
has overtaken its neighbor  in

the number of patients diag-
nosed with the pandemic as
well as the total number of
Covid-19 patients.

Out of the 14 districts in
Kerala, seven has more than
500 patients each. The State saw
22 persons succumbing to the
pandemic while Tamil Nadu
was ahead in the number of
deaths. The State registered 72
deaths during the last 24 hours.

The Kerala Government
release said 2.16 lakh persons
were under observation in the
State as on Friday evening.
“Kerala’s population is less than
half of Tamil Nadu which is
almost four times the size of
Kerala ,” said Dr C V
Krishnaswamy, eminent physi-
cian who is monitoring the sit-

uation in South Indian States .
He said there was 
something seriously amiss in
the way Kerala has been han-
dling the issue. 

“Tamil Nadu situation has
stabilised as the mortality rate
has come down and there are
only few areas which are show-
ing upward trend. But, as on
today situation in Kerala war-
rants concern,” said Dr
Krishnaswamy who also
expressed his reservation on
the race for vaccine. “You wait
till the vaccines are out.
Meanwhile there are physi-
cians in Tamil Nadu and Kerala
who are curing hundreds of
Covid-19 patients with native
medicines,” said the octoge-
narian diabetologist.
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Questioning the very deci-
sion to hold the Assembly

elections in Bihar in the midst
of Coronavirus crisis, Shiv
Sena leader Sanjay Raut on
Friday charged  that the ruling
JD(U) and BJP would make
Sushant Singh Rajput as the
main issue in the elections.

Talking to media persons
here, Raut took serious excep-
tion to holding the Bihar
Assembly elections at a time

when the country was still to
tide over the Coronavirus crisis.

“Such has been the gravity of
the situation that the Assembly
and Parliament sessions have had
to be curtailed.  So far a minis-
ter and three MPs have died so
far. That being the case, why is
the state Assembly poll being
held in Bihar?,” Raut asked.

“I have no objection what-
soever for the conduct of elec-
tions. But, is this right to hold
elections?,” Raut said.

Raut charged that the rul-

ing JD(U)-BJP alliance would
go whole hog to cash in on the
death of actor Sushant Singh
Rajput, who hails from Bihar.
“ I am told that JD(U) has
printed posters of Sushant
Singh Rajput in a big way for
the elections. The JD(U) has
made Sushant death probe an
issue with a clear eye on the
elections,” Raut said.     

“It was a long-planned
drama. The Bihar government
does not have any develop-
mental or governance issues to

talk about in the elections. No
wonder, the JF(U) has started
campaigning with posters of
Sushant. Hence, Sushant and
the drugs matters relating to
the incident are blown out of
proportion,” Raut said.

Wondering as to what had
happened to the CBI probe into
Sushant’s death, Raut said:
“The NCB is handling the
drugs case. I would like to
know as to what has happened
to the CBI probe in the Sushant
case, now that the former Bihar

DPG Gupteshwar Pandey quit
IPS to contest the state polls”.

When his attention was
drawn to the proposed film city
in Uttar Pradesh, Raut said: “It’s
a welcome development and
the entertainment industry can
create huge employment
opportunities”. He, however,
dismissed speculation that a
film city in UP would reduce
the importance of the
Bollywood capital of Mumbai.

Replying to a question,
Rau6t said:  “Nobody is going

to leave Maharashtra and go to
UP… People will all remain
here. Mumbai’s film industry
has been set up with blood,
sweat and tears and it can
never lose its importance…
Merely by shifting the film city
or a few government depart-
ments cannot impact the sig-
nificance of Mumbai’’.

Raut had a dig at the
Centre for its failure to set up
a film city in Jammu and
Kashmir after the abrogation of
Article 370. 

��������������
	�����)�	��
5��	�����	��

)�+�5������������������������	���	

�$! *"%�)	%%)	"".!	** !*
3*#	//*+)(.!0	//*"!	��)

�.+ #0*5	!!&!)%)1	**'"! 
 !(!%&%)1	%%)$+"#	**4�+"
".!	$$ !#!)(!	��'	"".!#!
"!  � %#"#	%%)	"".!	** !*

��������������������	��������
�
�$�.	�-24���)�����������������

6������������.����������	������������	��$�.	�-24���	�	�

���� �!"����#�����
#� ��������"����$
��%�&'()*�����+"�,
����#�����$�-.�
#/"��,�������������0��
+"����,�*�0�������#�
��+"�� �����+�1���,
��#���"�,����
 � 2�3�$����������
#1��"�����������/�����4��

���
	���
����	
��
������
	�������
������6
�������

���� ��������	

The CBI has registered a case against a private person on the
allegations of sharing child sexual abuse material.
The agency has registered the case under Section 14 of

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act and
provisions of Information Technology Act, 2000.

“It was alleged that the accused was advertising over
Instagram Account for sale of objectionable material including
child pornographic material,” the agency said in a statement.

The accused Neeraj Yadav is a B. Tech. degree holder. He was
working as a professional in a private firm in Delhi before the
lockdown.

It was further alleged that the accused opened different
accounts over cloud storage and file hosting service by using dif-
ferent email IDs and storing such objectionable material includ-
ing child pornographic material, the agency said. 

It was also alleged that on receipt of payments from the cus-
tomer (s), the accused shared the said objectionable material with
them through Whatsapp, Telegram, Instagram and other social
media platforms.

The agency conducted searches at the premises of the
accused in Anpara, District Sonbhadra, (Uttar Pradesh)
which led to the recovery of a mobile phone. The mobile phone
is being analysed and further investigation is continuing, the
agency added.



It sounds pretty heartless to
worry about the economy
and livelihoods and appear
less concerned with peoples’
lives. It is difficult to weigh in

golden balance whether lives or
livelihoods are more important. 

On December 31, 2019, China
first told the World Health
Organisation (WHO) that 41
patients in Wuhan had contracted
a mysterious pneumonia not
amenable to conventional treat-
ment. Beginning January 23, first
the city of Wuhan, then the entire
Hubei province and then some
other cities were locked down. The
unprecedented quarantine was
imposed on 50 million people
across 15 cities.

After a 6.8 per cent contraction
in January-March 2020 quarter,
China’s economy recorded 3.2 per
cent growth in April-June 2020.
China is the first major economy
to return to growth after the pan-
demic.

For us, the pandemic is an
imported calamity. The main gate-
ways to India have been worst
affected. Major democracies,
including India, have failed to
emulate the ruthless measures
taken by China (and could be
taken by China alone) to contain
the damage. Maybe there is more
than what meets the eye here.

With confirmed infections of
over 50 lakh, albeit with a some-
what modest case fatality ratio of
1.64 per cent and a significantly
high 78 per cent recovery rate, the
first peak is not in sight at the
national level although there is sig-
nificant disruption of economic
activity. Individual estimates vary
widely with observers’ biases as
expected because the pandemic has
fooled all forecasting tools. A gen-
eral sense is that we face stagnation
if not outright contraction in eco-
nomic growth in the current year.

The GDP at current market
prices was �45.51 lakh crore,
�49.18 lakh crore and �38.08 lakh
crore during April-June 2018,
April-June 2019 and April-June
2020, respectively. The GDP at
2011-12 prices was �26.89 lakh
crore during April-June 2020,
compared to �35.35 lakh crore dur-
ing April-June 2019. This is the
direct effect of the lockdown that
was in force for almost two out of
three months in the first quarter.
Experts are divided as to how the
GDP is going to behave in the
ensuing quarters due to the impact

of the pandemic on jobs and
incomes.

Another way to analyse the
economic impact of the pan-
demic is to look at GST collec-
tions which indicate the quan-
tum of documented sales of
goods and services. Monthly
GST collections during April-
August have been �32,172 crore,
�62,151 crore, �90,917 crore,
�87,422 crore and �86,449 crore.
In August 2019, GST collection
was �98,202 crore, so, obvious-
ly we are far away from reach-
ing pre-lockdown levels of
spending and registering a
decent growth on that level. The
shortfall from August 2019 GST
collection is 12 per cent in
August 2020. Obviously, GST
collections would not measure
the impact of the pandemic on
the informal economy where
undocumented sales take place
on kutchha bills.

The first quarter GDP con-
traction affected almost all sec-
tors. The only sector that post-
ed positive growth (3.4 per
cent) was agriculture, with
bumper Rabi crops. High-con-
tact sectors like tourism and
hospitality are very badly affect-
ed.

Past years’ trends show that
the GDP is almost equally divid-
ed in the four quarters with
some increase in the last quar-
ter. In 2017-18, the contribution
of the four quarters was 23.4,
24.4, 25.3 and 26.9 per cent for
quarters one, two, three and
four. In 2018-19, it was 24, 24.5,
25.4 and 26.1 per cent. In 2019-
20, it was 24.2, 24.2, 25.4 and
26.2 per cent. This year’s quar-
terly GDP trends are going to be
abnormal.

If the four quarterly GDPs
don’t add up to �204 lakh crore,
we are going to have negative
annual growth. Just to catch up
with the 2019-20 GDP of �204
lakh crore, and quarter one is
just �38 lakh crore, we need to
add �166 lakh crore in the
remaining three quarters. 

The catch-up target is stiff
because we have to offset a big
shortfall of �11 lakh crore in
quarter one. Something like
GDP of �50 lakh crore, �55 lakh
crore and �60 lakh crore would
be needed in quarter two, three
and four just to maintain the
2020-21 GDP at the 2019-20
level sans growth. With train
and air services suspended and
localised lockdowns, normalcy
hasn’t returned.

The pandemic and the lock-
down have reminded most well-
off people that they can live with
fewer wants. The cost-cutting
austerity measures by
Governments and corporates
mean incomes and even jobs are
on the chopping block.

In a crisis like this, borrow-
ings are inevitable to move for-
ward. Long ago, popular culture
stigmatised lenders and borrow-
ers. An indebted person felt
embarrassed and lenders were
reviled. But attitudes have
changed over the years and
“borrow and spend” is an
accepted way of life.

Major economies are surviv-
ing on people buying things that
they don’t really need and living
on borrowed funds. It is a para-
dox that the richest countries are
also the most indebted coun-
tries. New aspirational needs are
felt or created, new technology
is developed to fill those needs

and finance is arranged by
printing money or borrowings.
Governments in particular bor-
row and spend, leaving the
burden of debt servicing on
future Governments/genera-
tions.

The total worldwide debt
was close to a record high of
$253 trillion (September 2019),
a whopping 322 per cent of the
world GDP. It was about 100 per
cent of the world GDP in 1961.
There is also unreported debt. 

The US Government has the
highest debt of over $ 24 trillion.
Among foreign lenders of the
US Government, Japan and
China top the list. Of course, a
fuller picture emerges not just
by looking at the size of debt but
also on the ability to repay, roll
over/re-finance, to print money
without backing of gold and to
control good quality productive
assets. That is how the game has
been going on.

In 1961, the nominal GDP of
the whole world was 1.4 trillion
dollars and the population was
3.09 billion. By 2017, it had
grown to 80.9 trillion dollars
and the population had
increased to 7.55 billion. Per
capita income had grown from
$3,827 to $10,632. The total debt
in emerging and developing
economies climbed to a record
$55 trillion in 2018, marking an
eight-year surge that has been
the largest, fastest and most
broad-based in nearly five
decades.

To offset the pandemic’s
human and economic costs,
Governments need to spend
more. If consumers and
Governments stop spending,
livelihoods will be lost and
there are too many of them at
risk. This is no time to fret about
Government debt. We are
cursed to keep borrowing and
spending, particularly during a
crisis. It is a fate akin to that of
the mythical Sisyphus moving
the boulder up the mountain.
Stop rolling it up and it will
come down crushing. Riding
the tiger is another apt analogy.

The present generation is
forced to borrow prosperity
from future generations. It will
be morally right only if we
spend borrowed money wisely
and leave scope for future gen-
erations to be prosperous. To
mitigate the economic distress,
we need to facilitate banks to
lend more. Unlike the situation
in 2008-09 during the global
financial crisis, we have better
macro-economic fundamen-
tals.  Bank credit is just 50 per
cent of the GDP. We need a sup-
portive policy regime and mon-
itoring of end-use of credit.

(The author is an IAAS offi-
cer, superannuated as Special
Secretary, Ministry of Commerce
and Industry)
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Sir — The local authorities of
Lapcha-Limi region in Humla
have alleged that China has con-
structed nine buildings one kilo-
metre inside the territory of
Nepal. Lapcha-Limi is of great
strategic importance to Nepal as
Kailash Mansarovar can be clear-
ly seen from this point. This sort
of expansionist move isn’t the
first by China. Earlier in June this
year, the Nepal Government had
complained that China was using
road construction in Tibet to
occupy its land. While Nepal is
protesting against the encroach-
ment, maybe it should also pon-
der on its move of releasing a
new political map that claimed
Kalapani, Limpiyadhura and
Lipulekh of Uttarakhand as part
of its sovereign territory, osten-
sibly at China’s behest. 

Rahul Chouhan
Ujjain

��������
Sir — The Minister of State for
External Affairs, V
Muraleedharan, provided details
of the Prime Minister’s visits
abroad since 2015, including
their outcome. According to the
details furnished, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has visited 58

countries since 2015 and a total
expenditure of �517 crore was
incurred on them. He visited US,
Russia and China five times
each and made multiple trips to
other countries like Singapore,
Germany, France, Sri Lanka and
the United Arab Emirates. 

To what extent did these vis-
its help India with its bilateral,
regional and global issues? Today,
India is facing multiple territor-

ial challenges from three of its
neighbouring countries —
China, Nepal and Pakistan. The
finding by the Comptroller and
Auditor-General of India (CAG)
that French aerospace major
Dassault Aviation and European
missile maker MBDA have
defaulted on offset clauses of the
Rafale deal puts a question mark
on the Government’s negotiation
capabilities. The same amount

should have been put to better
use elsewhere. 

Bhagwan Thadani
Mumbai

��������������	���
Sir — The Comptroller and
Auditor-General of India (CAG)
has slammed French firms
Dassault Aviation and MBDA —
the main companies in the

�59,000 crore contract for 36
Rafale fighter jets — for their fail-
ure to transfer advanced technol-
ogy to India. As per the deal, the
French firms are required to
plough back 50 per cent of the
contract value to India as offsets
or re-investments. 

India, being the world’s sec-
ond-largest arms importer, suf-
fers from shortages of critical
weapon platforms. The
Government should ensure that
foreign vendors aren’t allowed to
view Indian contracts as easy
cash cows.

N Sadhasiva Reddy
Bengaluru

�����������������
Sir — According to the 2018
annual report of the National
Crime Records Bureau(NCRB),
33,356 rape cases were reported
across the country, or an average
of 91 rapes a day. The numbers
are disturbing and the legislative
reforms haven’t been of much
help. Our society needs to re-
awaken and more serious
reforms should be undertaken.

Urvi Jain
Ujjain
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Even as the world is grappling with the
COVID-19 pandemic, geopolitics is under-
going a seismic shift. The Indo-Pacific

region, which accounts for almost 40 per cent of
the global Gross Domestic Product (GDP), has
emerged as the epicentre of the “New Great
Game,” especially between the US and China, for
influence. The rule-based international order is
being contested in the Indo-Pacific reportedly by
none other than a UN Security Council (UNSC)
member, the People’s Republic of China (PRC).
Speaking at the Munich Security Conference on
February 14, the German Federal President
Frank-Walter Steinmeier said, “…(China) is
selective in accepting international law only where
it does not run counter to its own interests. Its
actions in the South China Sea are unsettling the
neighbours in the region.” 

Beijing’s constant hammering on the exist-
ing  global order has caused alarm in the US and
among its allies. Compared to China, India has
been endorsing the prevalence of a rule-based
world order in the Indo-Pacific region.
Delineating New Delhi’s vision for the region,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in his speech at
the Shangri-La Dialogue on June 1, 2018, said,
“India stands for an open and stable internation-
al trade regime. We will also support a rule-based,
open, balanced and stable trade environment in
the Indo-Pacific Region...” 

Re-ordering the world: After the collapse of
the Soviet Union in 1991, what emerged was a
unipolar world order dominated by the US. It was
believed that post-1991, the emergence of the US
as the sole world power would expedite the
restoration of global peace, security and stabili-
ty and strengthen Pax Americana. 

That is, the post-World War-II internation-
al order shaped and maintained by the US
employing its overwhelming might. However,
instead of growing in strength, Pax Americana
has been fraying since the collapse of the Soviet
Union. The strategic space ceded in the Indo-
Pacific by the US, thanks to its “America First”
policy, has been occupied by regional powers, thus
turning it into a multi-polar region and the cen-
tre of a major geopolitical tussle for dominance.
The fear among the world powers is that if the
rules of the international order are disobeyed and
disowned, the already fragile global form might
collapse. What would happen next? A chaos
resulting out of world disorder? Or a global re-
order leading to resuscitation of peace and secu-
rity? 

Wary of the consequences that might ensue,
India has been championing for a world based
on a new global security architecture supported
by multi-lateralism and mutual cooperation.
During his recent visit to Russia, in a meeting of
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation on
September 4, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
declared New Delhi is committed to this as it will
“be open, transparent, inclusive, rules-based and
anchored in international laws.” Earlier in May,
in his address to the Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM) countries, Modi had appealed, “In the
post-Corona world, we need a new template of
globalisation, based on fairness, equality, and
humanity. We need international institutions that
are more representative of today’s world.”

Indo-US partnership: In recent
years, India has come strategically clos-
er to the US and its allies to contain
China through diplomatic and military
means. The Indian Navy’s participation
in the Malabar naval exercise led by the
US Navy is one such example of the
growing partnership between the two
nations. 

But it has not come to terms with
the “America First” policy. Unlike
Washington DC, New Delhi has been
a proponent of multi-lateralism to pro-
mote peace and security in the Indo-
Pacific and beyond. And that is why it
is treading a fine line in the region by
not squarely aligning with the US in its
balancing act, making no explicit ref-
erence to China  and opposing
Australia’s entry into the Malabar naval
exercise. 

However, amid the growing border
tension with China, India may “aggres-
sively” pursue the Indo-Pacific balanc-
ing act together with the US, Japan and
Australia. Though so far New Delhi has
opposed Australia’s entry into the
Malabar exercise, it might consider
inviting it to the next one. This would
strengthen the Quad (the US, India,
Australia and Japan strategic partner-
ship) further and probably make it anti-
China. In 2015, Japan had already
been elevated as a permanent member
of the Malabar exercise group. 

China as a sea power: In his book
Prisoners of Geography, Tim Marshall
notes, “Until now China has never been
a naval power…and it was rarely ideo-
logically expansive…It was always a
land power with a lot of land and a lot
of people.”  However, Beijing now har-
bours ambitions of becoming a global
power and setting the international rules
on its own terms. To fulfil its ambitions,
it simply follows in the US’ footsteps to
gain control over the seas. 

It has already taken measures to
dominate the South China Sea (SCS)

and the Indian Ocean. Beijing is already
making efforts to set up an Air Defence
Identification Zone in the SCS and
develop a Blue Water navy to defend its
sea controls. Tim Marshall further
adds, “China…intends to become a two
ocean power (Pacific and Indian). To
achieve this, China is investing in
deep-water ports in Myanmar,
Bangladesh, Pakistan and Sri Lanka…” 

The great American naval strategist
of the 19th century, Alfred Mahan, once
said, “Whoever rules the waves, rules
the world.” His naval strategy finds
supreme place in China pursuing its
strategic ends. Just like other global
powers, Beijing, too is Mahanian, prob-
ably with Maoist tactics. China is
expanding its sea controls in a piecemeal
manner, mouthful by mouthful, a typ-
ical Maoist strategy to wipe out enemy
forces one by one. Mao asserted, “In war,
battles can only be fought one by one
and the enemy forces can only be
destroyed one by one.” Tacticisation of
strategy is doomed to fail against
China’s well-designed strategy of piece-
meal expansion in the Indo-Pacific
region. Only a coherent grand contain-
ment strategy can counter Beijing’s
expansionism in the region. 

India as the pivot State: Given the
expansionist agenda of China in the
Indo-Pacific and beyond, countries in
the region are forming a strategic part-
nership to contain it. The success of the
alliance, however, depends on how
India responds to the emerging geopol-
itics in the region. Can New Delhi play
a pivotal role in arresting Beijing’s
growing influence? Does its geograph-
ic position allow for that? 

Quoting naval strategist Alfred
Mahan, Robert Kaplan writes in his
book The Revenge of Geography,
“Mahan thought that instead of the
Heartland of Eurasia being the geo-
graphical pivot of empires, it was con-
versely the Indian and Pacific oceans

that constituted the hinges of geopolit-
ical destiny.” Mahan sees India’s location
in the centre of the Indian Ocean littoral,
with the Himalayas protecting its rear
flanks, as critical for the seaward pen-
etration of China, adds Kaplan. This
explains precisely the strategic signifi-
cance of India’s geography in regional
geopolitics, making it a pivot of the
Indo-Pacific. Kaplan has rightly predict-
ed, “As the US and China become great
power rivals, the direction in which
India tilts could determine the course
of geopolitics in Eurasia in the 21st cen-
tury. India, in other words, looms as the
ultimate pivot State.” 

Germany’s return to realpolitik:
On July 1, Germany took charge of the
presidency of the Council of the
European Union (EU).  In September
it articulated its strategy on the region
through a document titled “Policy
guidelines for the Indo-Pacific region.”
In his statement, German Foreign
Minister Heiko Maas declared: “We are
sending a clear message today, the Indo-
Pacific region is a priority of German
foreign policy…We want to help shape
that order, so that it is based on rules
and international cooperation, not on
the law of the strong. That is why we
have intensified cooperation with those
countries that share our democratic and
liberal values.” In fact, this is indicative
of Germany’s return to a realpolitik
approach towards its foreign and secu-
rity policies from its so-called “moral
politics” and “political escapism.” 

This augurs well for India, as both
nations believe in a multi-lateralist
approach to foreign policy and interna-
tional politics. Just like Germany, multi-
lateralism is key to transforming India
into a global power. Their beliefs in
democratic and liberal values make
them natural allies and together they
can play a vital role in ensuring peace
and security in the Indo-Pacific region. 

(The writer is a policy commentator)
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On September 26, 200 years ago, an
extraordinary personality was born in
a village in south West Bengal. By the

standards of his time, why, even by today’s
standards, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar was
unique in every respect. As Rabindranath
Tagore once said, “One wonders how God, in
the process of producing 40 million Bengalis,
produced a man.” 

The 19th century Bengali society was in
an advanced state of decay brought about by
a lethal cocktail of superstition, depravity and
exploitation, being trapped inside a complex
hierarchy of castes and sub-castes embedded
within each other. One half of the society —
women — was excluded from education and
economic activities, being confined to homes
where they had no voice. They were treated
as intellectually and morally inferior, and
hence unworthy of education. Superstition
proclaimed that a girl’s education would
inevitably beget her widowhood. Her best con-
tribution to society was to become one of the
countless wives of Kulin Brahmins, whose

main aim was collecting handsome dowries
from multiple marriages — one had as many
as 156 wives as per records. She would be lucky
to enjoy her absentee husband’s company a
few nights a year. She would attain salvation
by burning on the same funeral pyre with her
husband, who was 50-60 years older than her.
Through the efforts of Raja Rammohan Roy
(1772-1838), the horrendous practice of Sati
was abolished in 1829, nine years after
Vidyasagar’s birth.

Child marriage was the order of the day.
Girls were married before attaining puberty
in a custom called gouridan. Born into a Kulin
Brahmin family, Vidyasagar himself was
married at the age of 14 to a girl eight years
old. Bankimchandra, who was born 18 years
after Vidyasagar, was married at 11 to a girl
only five years old. Female infanticide was also
the order of the day. Female foetuses would
be destroyed brutally through what was
called “ghat murder.” These monstrosities still
exist in many pockets in rural India despite
all the laws we have in our books.

Women had no right to property or inher-
itance. Once they became widows, a lifetime
of misery awaited them. They were forced to
a single stringent vegetarian meal a day to rob
them of their sexuality, youth and beauty.
Sexual exploitation by relatives and termina-
tion of unwanted pregnancies leading to death
were not only common but met with society’s
tacit approval. Legal abolition of sati did not
end women’s miseries. The daily privations,

insults and misery of existence forced many
to join the brothels that were there to sustain
the perverted Babu culture of Bengal. In 1853,
the population of sex workers in Kolkata was
12,419 and by 1867 it touched over 30,000.
And 90 per cent of them, according to the
Amritabazar Patrika, were widows. By a crude
estimate, the sex worker population increased
from about five to nearly 10 per cent of
Kolkata’s population over this period. 

This, then, was the society Vidyasagar was
born into, and this was the society he had
sought to reform. He did so with a gusto and
a fearlessness we have not seen in any other
personality ever since. To fight the orthodox
society steeped in deep superstition and ruled
by the semi-literate Brahmins, Vidyasagar
knew he would have to beat his adversaries
at their own game. So, in January and
October 1855, he wrote his two famous trea-
tises on the Marriage of Hindu Widows, draw-
ing upon the Sutras (literary compositions)
and the Sastras (scriptures) to establish his log-
ical argument that there was no prohibition
on remarriage of widows in the Sastras. 

Rather the Parashara Samhita sanc-
tioned widow remarriage: “Women are at lib-
erty to marry again if their husbands are
insane, dead, have renounced the family or are
impotent or outcasts.” About 2,000 copies of
the first book were sold in the first week itself,
followed by 3,000 and then a third reprint of
10,000 copies got sold out too. But the sales
figures did not indicate society’s response. He

was heaped with criticism, insults, motives,
ridicule and even threatened with death. 

The Hindu Widows’ Remarriage Act was
finally passed on July 26, 1856 and the reform
did not remain limited to Bengal alone. In
1864, Jyotiba Phule succeeded in persuading
a Saraswat Brahmin widow to remarry. In
1866, Vishnu Shastri Pandit translated
Vidyasagar’s book on widow remarriage into
Marathi. But passing of the statute was only
the first of the many obstacles. Vidyasagar per-
sonally presided over the first remarriage of
a widow, Kalimati, with Srishchandra
Vidyaratna, and then many others at his own
expense, in the process gathering significant
personal debt. 

He even got his only son,
Narayanchandra, married to a widow,
Bhavasundari. Not many have the courage to
practise what they preach. As he wrote to his
brother: “Remarriage of widows is the noblest
deed of my life. I don’t think I shall be able
to accomplish a greater one, ever. I have sac-
rificed everything for this cause and won’t
mind even laying down my life for it.” 

He was also propagating women’s educa-
tion. In 1849, he set up the Calcutta Female
School along with Drinkwater Bethune for
educating the girl child. In 1856, appointed
Special Inspector of Schools, he established 30
schools exclusively for girls. Between 1857 and
1858, when the Mutiny was ravaging the coun-
try, he was fighting a different kind of battle,
opening 35 girls’ schools all over Bengal. 

After widow remarriage, it was the turn
of polygamy. In 1857, he orchestrated a peti-
tion to the Government with 25,000 signatures
for the prohibition of polygamy among Kulin
Brahmins. The Mutiny postponed any action
on this petition but in 1866, he inspired anoth-
er petition, this time with 21,000 signatures.
The Government, reluctant to interfere in
Indian customs, refused to take any legisla-
tive measure, instead allowing time and edu-
cation to bring an end to the practice.  

In 1871 and 1873, he wrote two brilliant
critiques on polygamy, arguing that it was not
sanctioned by the sacred texts, but was
opposed by five eminent scholars, led by his
friend Taranath Tarkavachaspati of Calcutta
Sanskrit College. Outlawing polygamy among
Hindus, however, had to wait till 1955, eight
years after Independence, through the Hindu
Marriage Act. As regards child marriage, the
Indian Penal Code, 1860, had fixed the age
of consent to 10 years for girls, which was
raised successively to 12 (1891), 14 (1925), 16
(1940) and 18 (2013). The Child Marriage
Restraint Act, 1929, also known as the Sarda
Act, fixed the age of marriage at 14 for girls
and 18 for boys, that was later raised to 18 and
21 respectively in 1978. This has since been
repealed and replaced by the Prohibition of
Child Marriage Act, 2006. 

In 1873, disgusted with the so-called
bhadralok society, Vidyasagar went to live with
the Santhals at Karmatar, a sleepy hamlet
about 20 km from the district headquarters

of Jamtara now in Jharkhand, where he would
spend the last 18 years of his life till his death
in 1891. There he set up a girls’ school and a
night school for adults on the premises of his
house, which he called Nandan Kanan. The
house today lies in shambles. 

The irony is that though in this village 24
tribal child widows were remarried by
Vidyasagar, just two years ago, a tribal boy was
killed in Karmatar because he wished to marry
a widow. Has anything really changed in mod-
ern India? 

Sati was abolished only in name.
Countless satis continue to get burnt in 21st
century India, though not on pyres. Countless
brides get burnt to death in their nuptial
homes for dowries, the faces and minds of
countless more are scarred forever by acid
attacks inflicted by spurned lovers and oth-
ers. Scores of girls are murdered in “honour-
killings” in rural India for marrying into
another caste or community, by defying their
families’ diktats. 

Sati has actually metamorphosed into
another form that is equally brutal and
vicious. It is not about burning a woman. It
is about denying her the choice to decide the
course of her life. She is continued to be treat-
ed as morally and intellectually inferior to
men, as she was 200 years ago. We need anoth-
er Ram Mohan Roy and a Vidyasagar now,
more than ever. 

(The author is a retired Director-General
from the Office of the CAG)
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Script Open High Low LTP
IDEA 9.35 10.48 9.06 10.36
RELIANCE 2196 2212.6 2168.6 2201.7
IBULHSGFIN 141.95 146.8 127.65 145.4
SBIN 179.05 182.75 176.25 182.2
TCS 2370 2439.8 2350.05 2422.3
TITAN 1096 1114.05 1081.25 1108.5
DRREDDY 5130 5150 5050 5114.05
BAJFINANCE 3089.5 3164.75 3031.5 3138.25
TATAELXSI 1190 1280 1190 1269.65
TATAMOTORS 125 128.35 123.1 127.35
HCLTECH 795.2 835.8 793 827.5
BHARTIARTL 429 444.95 422.4 439.7
METROPOLIS 1809.95 1809.95 1720 1745
CIPLA 744 776.6 740.55 770.2
INDUSINDBK 499.9 520.8 491.3 514.55
ASHOKLEY 68.65 76.9 68.5 76.3
INFY 985 1014.05 976.9 1011.05
ICICIBANK 338.1 350.4 336.55 348.5
ITC 169 171.3 167.1 170.8
APOLLOHOSP 1961 2045 1922.05 2030.3
HDFCBANK 1053 1053 1026.25 1044.05
IPCALAB 2080.55 2129.8 2046.9 2069.1
ZEEL 196 201.3 183.3 198.35
MARUTI 6370.1 6518.2 6333.4 6496.15
BAJAJFINSV 5471 5897.2 5438.35 5787.3
NESTLEIND 15300 15828.05 15300 15750.95
VBL 682.2 702.85 676.95 698.25
GRANULES 395 395 370.25 375.75
PVR 1052 1111.75 1052 1094.55
UPL 506.05 513.5 500.8 504.9
TECHM 753 777.05 749.1 774
AXISBANK 408.4 416.55 400.4 414.95
BPCL 378.1 381.15 365.5 375.6
KOTAKBANK 1258.8 1259.1 1231.2 1249.45
HDFC 1657.8 1657.8 1628.6 1651.8
EICHERMOT 2060 2134.65 2050 2110.25
LT 864 895 852 889.3
JINDALSTEL 169 179.65 166.4 175.9
ASIANPAINT 1921 1954.4 1908.3 1924.4
VEDL 132 138.3 131.75 137
WIPRO 306.45 315 304.3 313.9
DLF 147.3 153 147.3 151.3
BHEL 30 30.45 28.9 30.1
LAURUSLABS 1305 1359.6 1275 1327.1
ADVENZYMES 290 317.2 265.4 292.85
COLPAL 1389.75 1419.8 1381.9 1414.1
INFRATEL 174.85 184.75 171.05 182.9
FEDERALBNK 46.3 47.9 45.4 47.75
TATASTEEL 348.95 355.8 344.4 351.9
IDFCFIRSTB 27.25 29.5 27.15 29.3
ADANIENT 275 283.5 275 280.35
COALINDIA 116 117.55 113.95 117.1
DIVISLAB 3067 3108.45 3005 3061.45
PAGEIND 18999 19778.2 18999 19696.75
GSPL 199.4 199.4 193.7 195
IOC 72 74.4 71.9 74.15
ESCORTS 1178.5 1207.7 1163 1194.7
TATACONSUM 499.2 511.95 495.2 509.65
M&MFIN 116.2 121.1 114.9 120.3
AUROPHARMA 757.95 783.65 746.35 771
LUPIN 980.5 1022.35 978.75 997.8
HINDUNILVR 2087.75 2111.45 2070.15 2077.75
INDIGO 1207 1250 1197.2 1244.3
RBLBANK 161.5 165.6 158.5 165
SRTRANSFIN 570.25 593.7 570.25 590.5
STAR 646.05 666.85 646.05 660.2
TATAPOWER 50.65 53.35 50.65 53.1
BRITANNIA 3621 3715 3615 3699.45
M&M 584 595.45 576.9 591
SUNPHARMA* 497 497 484.05 489.45
GODREJAGRO 492.45 500.95 490 496.45
GAIL 84.5 85.65 83.15 85.6
HINDPETRO 174 179.35 172.4 178.45
HEROMOTOCO 2926 3015 2926 3000.45
MUTHOOTFIN 1020 1093.5 1020 1089.25
HDFCAMC 2106.45 2150 2071 2111.15
BOSCHLTD 12516.05 12999.95 12449.7 12999.95
BANDHANBNK 258 266.6 251.4 265.15
COFORGE 2128.4 2324.5 2116.7 2310
MINDTREE 1250 1288.25 1240 1267.85
DEEPAKNI 823 826 790.9 800.5
HINDALCO 162 164.75 157.7 162.05
APOLLOTYRE 115.85 121.25 113.65 120.15
PNB 28.15 29.25 27.65 29.05
SUNTV 455 459.8 440.55 457.75
BIOCON 412 430.05 410.65 427.9
MGL 815.2 836.05 813 825.5
BAJAJ-AUTO 2960 2999.25 2926.55 2960.35
MRF 57000 57932 55729.75 57624.45
MOTHERSUMI 105.2 110.45 104.95 109.95
GMRINFRA 21.9 23.65 21.5 23.55
ONGC 68 69.25 66.15 68.9
PIIND 1886.4 1922.8 1886.4 1891.9
INDIAMART 4927.4 5296.8 4853.75 5258
MARICO 344.25 361.55 344.25 354.75
NTPC 83.05 85 82.45 84.7
CADILAHC 381.9 388.95 375.5 385.6
MANAPPURAM 141.2 153.6 141.2 153
UNIONBANK 25.05 25.05 23.65 24.25
HAVELLS 675 675 651 658.2
BEML 606.1 614.7 594.05 600
JSWSTEEL 259.05 270.35 258.8 268.35
L&TFH 57 58.65 55.6 58.3
PIDILITIND 1396.4 1421.7 1390.6 1417
GLENMARK 455 484.85 455 482.8
ADANIGREEN 647 647.85 627.2 647.85
FRETAIL 81 86.45 78.5 86.45
NATCOPHARM 860.2 905 851.15 885.55

BERGEPAINT 577.5 585 573.5 582.4
PEL 1229.6 1253.65 1183.8 1247
JUSTDIAL 347 375 333.05 371.15
BALKRISIND 1322.25 1368.95 1310 1348.1
ADANIPORTS 318 329.5 315.7 326.35
EXIDEIND 156.8 164.8 154.3 160.4
ULTRACEMCO 3820.25 3870 3762.3 3856
LICHSGFIN 263.9 272 261 270.45
BEL 90.35 94.3 90.35 93.3
GRASIM 684.45 711.85 684.45 706
TORNTPHARM 2681.5 2726 2631.05 2724.7
MCX 1644.4 1675.45 1614 1633.2
JUBLFOOD 2270 2327.5 2269 2321.4
ICICIPRULI 420 420 397.65 414.65
UBL 942 960.35 924.9 954.3
SBILIFE 797 813 780 796.25
DIXON 8690 8888 8594.45 8799.45
NAUKRI 3449 3491 3405.05 3441.05

GODREJCP 695.2 714.85 695.2 700.75
BANKBARODA 40.15 41.8 39.5 41.6
VINATIORGA 1170 1285 1170 1275.05
DABUR 490.3 495.8 488.75 492.75
SAIL 33.7 34.55 32.95 34.35
HDFCLIFE 573 580 571.8 577.25
NCC 30.15 34.4 29.75 33.95
BHARATFORG 436.05 448.25 428.9 444.35
NMDC 77.15 79.6 76 79.35
BIRLACORPN 615.75 637.55 598.8 625.05
PETRONET 214.2 222.05 212.6 219
FCONSUMER 7.74 8.3 7.6 8.3
SBICARD 812.5 824 807 811.8
BANKINDIA 39 40.55 38.6 40.25
ERIS 532.5 569.1 525.6 540.9
TATACHEM 282 293.05 281.75 290.25
LTI 2397 2494.05 2370 2462.05
BLISSGVS 148 153.1 141.75 150.7
BATAINDIA 1314 1320.6 1292.2 1303.3
CHOLAFIN 230.8 239.85 227.75 238.55
NATIONALUM 30.15 31.95 30.15 31.8
CANBK 84 87.5 82.25 87.1
GRAPHITE 175.05 185 170.95 182.95
FINEORG 2564.7 2688 2525 2659.45
IDFC 29.65 32.3 29.5 31.35
RECLTD 97.4 99.65 96.1 99.05
ACC 1318 1338 1295.95 1338
HEG 755 777 746 766.2
POWERGRID 158 162.5 158 160.9
STRTECH 142 145 139.2 143.35
HAL 783 796.25 763 763
IRCTC 1364.95 1364.95 1340.35 1352.95
AMBUJACEM 200 206.65 199 205.55
DMART 2048 2114.55 2048 2103.65
DISHTV 11.99 12.61 11.58 12.61
ENGINERSIN 64.9 65.25 63.75 64.35
BSOFT 184 192.7 184 190.7
SIEMENS 1201 1221.8 1186.8 1211.55
TVSMOTOR 439 450.85 431.7 446.6
SRF 4049.95 4111 4030.1 4086.45
AFFLE 2889 2940 2848.2 2881.05
KAJARIACER 490.1 509.45 490.1 499.95
JBCHEPHARM 938 966.6 934.55 956.4
VOLTAS 653.9 672.5 640 666.95
APLLTD 950 957.95 930.45 955.1
PFC 83.05 85.7 82.85 85.35
GODREJPROP 872 872 846.8 853
FSL 72 73.45 71.7 72.3
IGL 399 407.1 398.25 403.95
WABAG 181.95 190.65 175.6 190.65
NBCC 22.85 24.75 22.85 24.45
IEX 193.25 194.45 188.75 190.15
COROMANDEL 803.7 808.55 771.5 786.1
GODFRYPHLP 927 952 908.6 923
IDBI 33.7 34.2 32.2 33.9
ABFRL 130.05 131.65 126.75 128.55
INDHOTEL 91 94.75 89.35 92.2
UJJIVAN 209.5 209.5 198.1 205.35
TATAMTRDVR 58.5 59.75 58.15 59.05
TRIDENT 6.23 6.84 6.23 6.72
WELSPUNIND 59 62.35 59 62.35
SPARC 167.5 169.7 164.35 168
MFSL 573.25 601.05 572 588.65
PNBHOUSING 320.6 333.3 320.6 329.5
SYNGENE 570 580 562.55 577.45
SWSOLAR 236 242.9 231.05 236.35
KPITTECH 111.15 115 109.5 111.25
SHREECEM 18485.35 19140 18380 18900
VENKYS 1300 1416.25 1300 1403
AVANTI 496 497 482.85 497
ASTRAL 1098.35 1112.75 1088 1088
KRBL 256.45 287.65 253.25 284.05
AMARAJABAT 715.5 737.6 708.45 725.9
NAM-INDIA 257 259.6 249 254.3

HAWKINCOOK 5179.95 5499.95 5000 5049.15
JUBILANT 715 724 706 719.7
SPICEJET 45.6 47.25 45.6 46.65
ASTRAZEN 4234 4324.45 4175 4300.6
CGCL 225 229.25 221.75 224.4
OFSS 3001.75 3004.25 2957 2999
HEXAWARE 466.5 468.65 464 467.7
RITES 243.15 247.75 242.5 246.25
BDL 295.55 301.15 293 297.9
RAMCOCEM 709 710.15 688.9 709.55
MPHASIS 1299 1305.55 1252.2 1268.15
SUDARSCHEM 449.9 467.55 449 455.1
HINDZINC 206 210.75 203.1 208.2
ALKEM 2790 2822 2766.05 2799.9
ICICIGI 1261 1275.8 1236.55 1275
GARFIBRES 1868.2 2027.85 1868.2 1982.95
ZYDUSWELL 1840 1883.5 1825 1850
NOCIL 128.1 130.5 128 128.9
IBREALEST 49.75 52.95 48.6 52.45
AARTIIND 995 1028.95 995 1007.75
GNFC 207.9 212.85 204.75 208.7
ZENSARTECH 203.1 210.75 194.45 198.35
SWANENERGY 116.05 117.9 114 115
ABCAPITAL 62 63.3 60.9 63
ADANIGAS 180.5 184.9 177.5 183.8
SUMICHEM 291.3 300.85 288 295
AUBANK 624.1 664.05 623 656.8
EQUITAS 49.25 53.8 49 51.85
SOUTHBANK 6.51 6.8 6.51 6.74
SUZLON 3.03 3.1 2.95 3.05
IFBIND 551 632.6 551 616.9
CASTROLIND 111.4 111.75 108.4 109.85
BAJAJELEC 453.4 498.5 453.4 493.95
IRB 104 110.5 104 108.45
CONCOR 374.05 379.55 368.6 374.5
BAJAJHLDNG 2371.8 2495 2371.8 2458
CYIENT 375 386.05 375 383.9
PHILIPCARB 118.15 124.9 117.3 123.55
ABB 874.9 874.9 848.5 848.5
RALLIS 286.75 287 277.5 284.45
LTTS 1608.65 1609.75 1562.8 1586.4
CANFINHOME 403.1 416.35 397.7 410.4
FORTIS 137.8 138.5 135.5 137.3
CEATLTD 889.05 925.1 889.05 901.95
RAYMOND 256.25 264.4 255.6 263.5
PARAGMILK 95 101.8 94.7 101.05
ITI 118 121.7 117.45 120.8
PERSISTENT 1197 1229.8 1181.2 1224.1
POLYCAB 819 836.75 810.3 828.35
TRENT 627.5 643.1 624 634.45
CENTURYTEX 316.7 330.6 316.7 329
MIDHANI 190 194.65 189.3 193.7
ALKYLAMINE 3023.95 3184.35 2954.9 3161.95
INDIACEM 117.25 118.5 115.35 116.6
INOXLEISUR 255 258.2 252.05 254.3
CAPPL 540.05 558 539.5 551.65
RAJESHEXPO 465 465 447.1 452.7
APLAPOLLO 2650 2699 2575 2699
EDELWEISS 56.5 58.85 55.4 58.6
GSFC 56.55 60.6 55.35 59.6
BALRAMCHIN 140 148.5 140 146
LUXIND 1358.15 1428 1345.45 1400.1
MEGH 76.4 78.85 76.25 77.6
ADANITRANS 235.05 249.7 235.05 247.15
TV18BRDCST 28.35 29.25 28 28.85
ESSELPRO 241.65 253.45 241.65 248.2
VIPIND 298.3 300.25 292 296.45
DCBBANK 80.6 82.1 79.25 81.45
AMBER 1890.05 1972.65 1890.05 1948.55
ABBOTINDIA 15801 16425.2 15801 16234.05
SUNTECK 250.65 268.95 250.65 262.1
LALPATHLAB 1800 1840.4 1762.4 1825
TATACOFFEE 101.85 103.6 100.5 101.65
JAICORPLTD 79.6 81.9 79.4 81.65
NH 321.9 322.9 298.35 317.8
FDC 327.05 337 327.05 334.05
LEMONTREE 26.35 27.45 26.25 27.25
OIL 85.4 88 85.05 87.5
GUJGAS 300.4 305.9 296.05 297.4
ISEC 465 466 453.1 455.95
VARROC 278 305.55 278 304.95
SOBHA 236 236 228 233.1
GLAXO 1535.05 1574.3 1535.05 1544.1
ATUL 6110 6178.9 6057 6075
PRESTIGE 238.05 245.7 235.6 244.7
BAYERCROP 5940 6025.75 5820 5998.35
BAJAJCON 178 184.6 175.6 183.15
AJANTPHARM 1565.55 1597.4 1535.6 1551.1
TATACOMM 794.05 821.45 784 821.45
AAVAS 1370 1390 1320.05 1389.25
CUB 133 136.5 132 133.25
RADICO 398.1 407.5 394.45 405.95
WELCORP 100.5 102.95 98.6 102.4
BOMDYEING 62.7 63.7 61.2 63.25
EIHOTEL 75.5 79 74 78.05
TATAINVEST 821.25 832.95 816.7 832.95
GMM 3831.4 3831.4 3831.4 3831.4
PFIZER 4907 4953.05 4872 4940
FORCEMOT 1020.1 1060 1009.85 1045.95
TORNTPOWER 310 313.8 308.15 311.1
RVNL 19 19.6 19 19.3
TATAMETALI 480.2 530 480.2 506.4
TAKE 45 46 43.6 45.2
BLUEDART 2710 2899.2 2710 2872
JINDALSAW 63.95 64.15 62.25 63.35
UFLEX 304.3 311 298.2 311
ADANIPOWER 36.15 36.8 36.15 36.55
VAIBHAVGBL 1820 1854.7 1795 1812.25
DCAL 146.4 152.7 146.1 152.7

BBTC 1241.05 1308 1241.05 1303.45
SANOFI 8487.8 8601 8302.15 8492.95
PTC 47.6 48.1 47.1 47.55
ALLCARGO 120.95 129.9 120.95 127.95
IIFL 77 80.7 77 78.75
NAVINFLUOR 2070 2070 1993 2020.25
RAIN 101.4 103.8 99.4 102.25
RATNAMANI 1172.05 1222.05 1170.05 1220
DHANUKA 749.3 754.25 722.8 744.35
DELTACORP* 101.7 105.15 101.7 104.1
CHENNPETRO 67.35 69 65.85 66.8
BLUESTARCO 647 647 612.8 636.6
QUESS 375 384.55 373 378.95
CESC 630 645.45 624.9 626
OMAXE 66.5 67.8 65.5 67.1
CREDITACC 710 711.65 675.2 694.45
REPCOHOME 157 164 156 163.6
CROMPTON 268.65 268.65 255.4 260.7
JSLHISAR 79.85 81.05 77.25 78
ORIENTELEC 182.1 191.3 174.65 180
CARERATING 366.4 370.05 352.05 357
GREAVESCOT 71 73 70.8 72.45
SONATSOFTW 320 333.35 320 329.05
GODREJIND 391 410.2 391 400
AIAENG 1758 1782.4 1706.55 1780.35
J&KBANK 14.95 15.25 14.45 14.85
KALPATPOWR* 240 241 232.25 239.25
UJJIVANSFB 31.55 32.5 31.5 32.1
WESTLIFE 363.15 375.65 363.15 373.55
KEC 303.05 323.15 303.05 317.1
WOCKPHARMA 271.4 276.4 267 276
DEEPAKFERT 145 150.3 145 148.7
ENDURANCE 1035 1103.9 1035 1048.2
INDIANB 54.75 55.55 53.2 55.15
CUMMINSIND 444.2 447.25 439.2 445.6
REDINGTON 114.85 121.3 112.5 117.45
ORIENTCEM 61 64.25 59.4 63.75
JAMNAAUTO 45.3 46.4 44.7 44.8
HFCL 14.75 15 14.6 14.8
FLUOROCHEM 485.5 504.9 485.5 500.1
LINDEINDIA 710.6 746.65 710.6 725.2
JKLAKSHMI 247 252.35 244 247.4
BASF 1411.55 1423.9 1381.1 1395
KTKBANK 39.5 40.85 39.5 40.6
COCHINSHIP 319.75 320.85 316.55 317.65
ASHOKA 65.95 66 64.3 65.55
SCHAEFFLER 3629.75 3716.7 3450 3584.2
JKPAPER* 91.9 94.25 89 91.25
JMFINANCIL 77.6 78 76.3 77
RCF 42 42.75 41.9 42.55
MASFIN 789 822 782 788.9
DBL 335.3 344.55 327.3 340.3
IOB 8.9 9.5 8.9 9.37
RELAXO 635 653.2 635 639.85
LAXMIMACH 3522.05 3560.3 3477 3502
PGHL 4833.25 4949.1 4817.5 4887.65
KANSAINER 482 483.6 472.7 474.4
CENTRALBK 16.6 16.6 15.85 16.2
TNPL 100.9 106.3 99.9 102.2
CHAMBLFERT 146.15 151.75 146.15 150.05
HUDCO 31.85 32.7 30.8 32.2
CENTURYPLY 160.15 168.05 160.15 165.3
HSCL 49.5 51.55 48.55 51
THYROCARE 780.85 785.95 759.35 759.5
NHPC 20 20.3 20 20.2
IRCON 80.7 80.7 77.75 79
LAOPALA 208 209.5 200.2 203.45
NLCINDIA 49.3 49.95 49.1 49.25
MAHABANK 11 11.36 10.79 11.35
EIDPARRY 281.1 282.85 274.7 278.2
KEI 348.4 352.15 344 346.8
SKFINDIA 1460 1460 1431 1436.5
GILLETTE 5469.9 5469.9 5378.2 5399.2
INTELLECT 201 206.35 201 205.1
BALMLAWRIE 97.2 99.55 97.2 99.2
AEGISLOG 234.2 234.2 222 225.05
WHIRLPOOL 2034 2085.3 2032 2074.95
EMAMILTD 355.55 355.55 350 352.05
3MINDIA 18570 18600 18140.95 18200
OBEROIRLTY 382.35 410 382.35 401.85
HATHWAY 28.05 29.95 28.05 29.8
CARBORUNIV 251 252.25 244 249.35
PCJEWELLER 13.25 14.3 13.25 14
GICRE 120 124.65 120 124.65
JKTYRE 55.25 57.45 55 56.9
NIACL 102.85 104.45 102.2 104
MRPL 27.9 27.9 26.7 27.05
JSWENERGY 55.1 58.55 55.1 57.9
SYMPHONY 860 863.7 843.2 863.5
TIINDIA 557 587.25 557 570.05
BRIGADE 163 163 155 156.9
MOTILALOFS* 624.65 634 610.95 634
SJVN 21.8 22.05 21.75 21.85
PGHH 9906.95 9907.8 9786 9898.5
TIMETECHNO 36.95 37 36 37
ECLERX 707.05 714.75 696.5 708.5
CERA 2230 2293.35 2215.1 2245
JKCEMENT 1535.95 1535.95 1462.8 1501.95
KNRCON 258 258 241.75 249
SPANDANA 519 531.35 514.5 526.9
HONAUT 32672 32672 32046.4 32280
HERITGFOOD 320.2 323.7 313.1 319.9
NBVENTURES 55.65 57.8 55 57
PHOENIXLTD 555 559.15 547.6 559.15
NILKAMAL 1265 1265 1236 1254
SCHNEIDER 78.45 78.45 77.3 77.4
VGUARD 162 166.8 162 165.1
TCNSBRANDS 388.95 389.15 377.1 380.95
MHRIL 165.05 173.95 163.35 171

INFIBEAM 71.85 73.65 71.85 73.35
TIMKEN 1059.75 1069.7 1049.35 1049.35
HEIDELBERG 184.8 184.8 175.3 178
CRISIL 1716 1760.2 1701 1708.25
SOMANYCERA 169.05 181.9 169.05 181.35
GEPIL 429.9 443.45 418.3 424
FINOLEXIND 497.75 501 490.05 496
AKZOINDIA 1950.05 2067.55 1950.05 2018.85
MMTC 16.25 16.45 15.8 16.45
TASTYBIT 10200 10568.95 10200 10555
GUJALKALI 320.2 332.2 320.2 327.7
TVTODAY 199 203 198.1 202.55
GMDCLTD 41.6 42.6 41.05 42.5
GESHIP 244.4 245.8 238.45 243.75
MINDAIND 316 324 316 320.55
SUNDRMFAST 402 404 395.85 400.3
MAHINDCIE 132.1 135 132 133.15
UCOBANK 12.5 12.5 11.9 12.18
MOIL 140.6 140.6 137.15 139
SHK 79.15 81.5 78.75 80.3
JSL 41.75 42.95 40.15 42.4
SHOPERSTOP 164 168.15 162.45 166.95
SIS 370.75 380 364.2 375
WABCOINDIA 5976 6000 5820.35 5877.1
TCIEXP 775.45 780.35 751.45 767.3
VSTIND 3501 3530.15 3400 3402
HIMATSEIDE 76.2 81.4 76.2 80.5
SCI 52.3 53.5 52.3 53.4
DCMSHRIRAM 357.55 367.8 355.4 366
SHRIRAMCIT 896.95 935.55 875.1 915.05
JYOTHYLAB 144.95 144.95 140.75 143.3
KPRMILL 580.1 613.3 580.1 609.35
ARVINDFASN 123.4 129 123.4 127.65
MINDACORP 68.5 71 68.5 71
TTKPRESTIG 6035.3 6200 5995 6042.45
MAHSCOOTER 2867.9 2880 2767.4 2871.95
GALAXYSURF 1785 1828.85 1785 1821

SUPREMEIND 1392 1392 1366.4 1386.7
GET&D 80 84.55 80 84.55
CSBBANK 218.8 223.2 216 219.3
SHANKARA 331.55 338 328.95 329.9
IFCI 5.86 6.1 5.79 6.01
NESCO 541 565 541 550.95
JCHAC 2230.5 2230.5 2154.05 2221.45
HINDCOPPER 33.3 34.15 33.1 33.85
GPPL 82.85 84.65 82.35 84.1
FINCABLES 272.05 279 272.05 279
TVSSRICHAK 1343.8 1394 1340 1368.1
SUPRAJIT 168.9 175 163.05 173.7
THERMAX 730.5 736.75 720 731.85
PNCINFRA 156.2 160 154.15 156.3
KSB 470 473.15 452.3 459.5
MAHLIFE 226.25 227.15 221.25 227.15
MAHSEAMLES 220.1 222.35 217.6 221.4
INDOSTAR 269.45 280 263.5 275.6
PRSMJOHNSN 54.8 56.65 54.65 56.35
ESABINDIA 1354.35 1354.95 1311.6 1351.3
ITDC 227.2 230.1 224.95 227.95
GHCL 158.75 159.85 156.85 158.3
DALBHARAT* 754 759.1 730 753.6
INDOCO 261 264.5 256 258.45
ASTERDM 135 135.75 131.35 133
POWERINDIA 945.1 951 932.3 932.3
GULFOILLUB 625.5 642 625.5 636
CHOLAHLDNG 384.2 417.7 384.15 399.05
VMART 2085 2094.7 2014.7 2029.95
JAGRAN 37.5 37.65 36.5 37
GDL 84.15 88.9 84.15 87.8
GRSE 173.8 174.4 172.2 173
TEAMLEASE 2197.1 2199.55 2131.9 2155.1
CCL 255 258.9 253.8 254.8
JTEKTINDIA 74.5 75.45 74.4 75.1
STARCEMENT 83.75 84.25 82.7 83.3
VTL 740.5 789.05 740.5 778.75
DBCORP 77.7 77.7 74.9 76.4
VRLLOG 155.7 162.4 155.7 160.05
ORIENTREF 191.9 191.9 184 186.35
GRINDWELL 549.9 549.9 521 525.85
NAVNETEDUL 74.4 77.35 74.4 76.65
SOLARINDS 1030.3 1038.25 1006 1023.2
SFL 1330 1366.15 1330 1357
MAHLOG 313.85 318.05 313.05 315.2
IIFLWAM 976.6 976.6 962.55 968.9
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 10,910.40 11,072.60 10,854.85 11,050.25 244.7
BAJAJFINSV 5,500.00 5,906.15 5,430.15 5,783.60 357.9
HCLTECH 795.25 836 792.6 830.1 41.8
CIPLA 752 777 740.4 771 37.55
BHARTIARTL 425 444.95 422.15 440 20.7
INDUSINDBK 499.9 521.3 491.2 512 21.75
LT 860.1 895.4 852 888.5 37.8
GRASIM 683 712.2 683 706.95 27.25
ADANIPORTS 319 329.7 315.6 326.3 12.55
EICHERMOT 2,063.90 2,135.00 2,050.00 2,113.80 79.35
TCS 2,368.00 2,440.00 2,352.10 2,417.75 85.5
ICICIBANK 339.05 350.5 336.6 347.5 11.8
TATAMOTORS 123.7 128.35 123.1 127 4.2
BAJFINANCE 3,080.00 3,167.15 3,028.80 3,132.00 103.1
SBIN 179 182.75 176.15 182.25 5.9
JSWSTEEL 261.1 270.45 258.8 267 8.45
ONGC 68 69.25 66.15 68.8 2.15
INFY 975.8 1,014.90 975 1,006.60 31.2
NESTLEIND 15,495.00 15,830.00 15,301.00 15,735.00 476.15
SHREECEM 18,391.50 19,150.00 18,364.55 18,902.00 560.05
WIPRO 306.3 315.25 304.2 313.9 9.2
MARUTI 6,395.00 6,518.55 6,331.00 6,488.00 190.3
TECHM 755.05 777.35 748.65 774.45 22.6
M&M 583.9 595.45 576.6 592.1 17
GAIL 83.7 85.6 83.1 85.4 2.4
HEROMOTOCO 2,934.55 3,015.15 2,925.10 2,999.90 81.6
ITC 168.9 171.2 167 171.15 4.6
AXISBANK 407.5 416.7 400.15 413.25 10.8
IOC 72.35 74.4 71.85 73.9 1.9
BRITANNIA 3,640.00 3,716.95 3,615.00 3,703.75 91
NTPC 83.35 85.15 82.35 84.6 1.95
ULTRACEMCO 3,790.00 3,879.90 3,760.05 3,865.00 87.2
TATASTEEL 348 355.6 344.2 350.75 6.85
DRREDDY 5,120.00 5,153.00 5,044.00 5,118.00 90.6
HINDALCO 161.95 164.85 157.65 161.6 2.5
COALINDIA 116 117.6 113.9 117.4 1.7
TITAN 1,097.55 1,115.00 1,081.25 1,109.90 13.75
HDFCBANK 1,050.00 1,051.95 1,025.65 1,042.55 12.15
DIVISLAB 3,060.00 3,108.00 3,004.65 3,051.00 30.55
BAJAJ-AUTO 2,954.95 2,998.50 2,926.05 2,961.00 29.15
HDFC 1,651.95 1,657.80 1,628.10 1,652.75 15.9
POWERGRID 161 162.5 159.7 160.7 1.35
RELIANCE 2,189.00 2,212.80 2,167.30 2,198.85 17.65
SUNPHARMA 496 496 483.85 489.3 3.5
HINDUNILVR 2,082.00 2,111.00 2,070.85 2,072.00 11.1
KOTAKBANK 1,255.05 1,258.40 1,230.60 1,252.00 5.9
ASIANPAINT 1,925.25 1,955.00 1,908.00 1,924.70 6.35
HDFCLIFE 577.3 580.5 571.25 578 0.35
UPL 508.95 513.8 500.75 502.2 -2.95
BPCL 379 381.5 365.3 374 -3.25
SBILIFE 796 813.5 780 795.45 -8.95

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 25,968.60 26,438.75 25,860.90 26,397.70 701.1
INFRATEL 175.55 184.8 171 182.1 13
MUTHOOTFIN 1,023.00 1,095.00 1,023.00 1,082.65 63.85
ADANITRANS 238.9 249.6 236 248.75 13.95
MOTHERSUMI 106 110.65 104.9 110 6.05
ADANIGREEN 647.75 647.75 620.9 647.75 30.8
BIOCON 414.65 430.55 410.5 428.05 19.8
NMDC 76.8 79.7 75.9 79.5 3.65
BANKBARODA 40.2 41.85 39.5 41.75 1.9
PEL 1,200.00 1,253.85 1,183.25 1,248.00 54.25
BOSCHLTD 12,580.00 13,000.00 12,440.00 12,930.00 539.45
TATACONSUM 498.8 512 495.3 509.8 21.15
PETRONET 212 222 212 219.6 8.9
AMBUJACEM 201.7 206.7 199 206.25 8
BANDHANBNK 259.9 266.7 251.4 265 10.2
AUROPHARMA 754 783.7 746.25 771.9 28.15
PNB 28.25 29.25 27.65 29.05 1
UBL 921 960.9 920.5 953.2 32.7
HINDPETRO 173.75 179.7 172.3 178.4 6.1
INDIGO 1,217.95 1,251.00 1,196.55 1,238.00 40.7
PFC 83.25 85.75 82.8 85.3 2.75
DLF 149.65 153 148.2 151 4.75
MARICO 345 361.95 343.1 353.5 10.9
MCDOWELL-N 501.9 515.55 496.55 511 15.45
DMART 2,042.10 2,120.00 2,042.10 2,110.90 63.55
COLPAL 1,380.10 1,420.00 1,377.00 1,415.00 41.05
IGL 399.4 407.35 397.85 403.85 10.6
GICRE 121.55 124.9 121.05 124.45 3.25
TORNTPHARM 2,673.90 2,729.00 2,630.00 2,721.05 70.8
ACC 1,306.00 1,339.75 1,295.85 1,336.20 32.55
CADILAHC 379 389.1 375.5 385.5 9.2
NAUKRI 3,400.00 3,492.40 3,400.00 3,449.20 73.45
LTI 2,389.00 2,494.90 2,370.00 2,460.00 45.6
HINDZINC 206.8 210.85 205.65 209.1 3.85
LUPIN 987 1,022.85 978 996.3 16.7
ICICIGI 1,260.00 1,278.00 1,235.60 1,270.05 18.75
DABUR 491.4 496 488.25 492.8 6.5
CONCOR 372.2 380 368.05 376 4.9
ABBOTINDIA 15,950.00 16,441.00 15,950.00 16,180.00 197.1
PIDILITIND 1,407.70 1,421.50 1,390.00 1,416.05 16.55
GODREJCP 700 715 697.1 699.5 8
BERGEPAINT 578 585.8 573.55 580.1 5.05
OFSS 3,013.10 3,013.10 2,956.20 2,987.50 26
BAJAJHLDNG 2,459.95 2,499.00 2,390.45 2,440.00 12.9
ALKEM 2,762.00 2,825.00 2,762.00 2,800.00 11.55
HDFCAMC 2,125.00 2,131.00 2,070.05 2,111.00 7.75
PGHH 9,856.30 9,970.00 9,761.00 9,880.00 25.3
ICICIPRULI 417 417.45 397.55 415 0.75
SIEMENS 1,217.40 1,226.75 1,185.95 1,207.00 -4.45
SBICARD 813.1 824.25 806.9 812.45 -3.65
HAVELLS 667.1 669.9 650.7 657.5 -6.7
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Equity benchmark Sensex
rallied 835 points on Friday

after six days of declines as
investors returned to buying
mode amid a modest recovery
in global markets.     A
strengthening rupee -- which
spurted 28 paise against the US
dollar - added to the momen-
tum, traders said.   The 30-
share BSE Sensex opened high-
er following Thursday’s selloff
and stayed in the positive ter-
ritory throughout the session.
It finally closed at 37,388.66, up
835.06 points or 2.28 per cent.
Similarly, the NSE Nifty vault-
ed 244.70 points or 2.26 per
cent to finish at 11,050.25. 

All Sensex components
ended in the green, with Bajaj
Finserv, HCL Tech, Bharti
Airtel, IndusInd Bank, L&T,

TCS,  ICICI Bank, ONGC,
Infosys and Bajaj Finance gain-
ing up to 6.64 per cent. 

On a weekly basis, the
Sensex lost 1,457.16 points or
3.83 per cent, while the Nifty
tumbled 454.70 points or 4.04

per cent.   Global markets sta-
bilised following an overnight
pullback on Wall Street after
reports said US lawmakers
were working on a stimulus
deal that could be voted on as
early as next week.
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The CAG has found that the
Union Government in the

very first two years of the GST
implementation wrongly
retained �47,272 crore of GST
compensation cess that was
meant to be used specifically to
compensate states for loss of
revenue.

In its audit report of
Government accounts, the
Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) flagged that the
amount was to be credited to
the non-lapsable GST
Compensation Cess collection
fund for payment to states for
loss of revenue due to imple-
mentation of GST since 2017,
but the Government did not do
so, and thus violated the GST
law.

“The GST Compensation
Cess Act, 2017 provides for levy
of cess for the purpose of pro-
viding compensation to the
states for loss of revenue aris-
ing due to implementation of
GST for a period specified in
the Act,” CAG said. As per
the Act and the accounting
procedure, the entire cess col-
lected during the year is
required to be credited to a
non-lapsable Fund (the GST
Compensation Cess Fund)
which shall form part of the
Public Account and shall be
used for the purpose men-
tioned i.E., for providing com-

pensation to states for loss of
revenue. 

CAG said out of the Rs
62,612 crore GST
Compensation Cess collected
in 2017-18, �56,146 crore was
transferred to the non-lapsable
fund. In the following year
(2018-19), �54,275 crore out of
�95,081 crore collected was
transferred to the fund.

The short transfer in 2017-
18 was �6,466 crore and in
2018-19 it was � 40,806 crore,
CAG said adding the Centre
used this money for “other
purposes” which “led to an
overstatement of revenue
receipts and understatement of
fiscal deficit for the year”.

The short-crediting was a
violation of the GST
Compensation Cess Act, 2017.

The issue of compensation
cess is driving a wedge between
the Centre and states at the
GST Council - the highest
decision making body of the

GST regime that had sub-
sumed 17 different central and
state taxes such as excise duty
and VAT.

States have not been paid
their promised compensation
for letting go their powers to
levy taxes on goods and ser-
vices since last fiscal. 

The Centre says a slow-
down in the economy has
meant that not enough money
is being collected by way of cess
that is levied on luxury and sin
goods. The Centre has asked
states to borrow for meeting the
revenue shortfall. States ruled
by Congress, Left, TMC and
AAP have opposed the move
completely arguing that the
Centre should borrow and pro-
vide to states, since states have
given majority of their taxation
powers to the Centre under
GST regime introduced in July
2017.  The CAG findings run
contrary to Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman’s submis-

sions in Parliament last week
that states could not be com-
pensated for revenue shortfall
from the Consolidated Fund of
India (CFI) relying on an opin-
ion from the Attorney General
of India which stated that there
was no such provision in the
law. “Audit examination of
information in Statements 8, 9
and 13 with regard to the col-
lection of the cess and its trans-
fer to the GST Compensation
Cess Fund, shows that there
was short crediting to the Fund
of the GST Compensation Cess
collections totalling to �47,272
crore during 2017-18 and 2018-
19,” CAG said in the audit
report.

The short-crediting, CAG
said, was a violation of the GST
Compensation Cess Act, 2017.

“The amount by which the
cess was short credited was also
retained in the CFI and became
available for use for purposes
other than what was provided
in the Act,” it said. According
to CAG, the Finance Ministry
accepted the audit observation 

and stated in February
2020 that the proceeds of cess
collected and not transferred to
Public Account would be trans-
ferred in the subsequent year.

“Short crediting of cess
collected during the year led to
an overstatementof revenue
receipts and understatement of
fiscal deficit for the year,” CAG
said.
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New Delhi:Gold prices rose by �324 to �50,824 per 10 gram
in the national capital on Friday, halting its four-day decline
on recovery in international price of the precious metal, accord-
ing to HDFC Securities. The precious metal closed at �50,500
per 10 gram in the previous trade. Silver prices also bounced
back and gained �2,124 to �60,536 per kilogram from previ-
ous close of �58,412 per kilogram.”Spot gold prices for 24 carat
in Delhi halted decline by rising Rs 324, in line with recovery
in international prices,” HDFC Securities Senior Analyst Tapan
Patel said.
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Inflow of Chinese goods could
see a rise in the October-

December quarter as items worth
about �20,000 crore - primarily
comprising electronics and elec-
trical items, gifts, toys, footwear,
home and kitchen appliances -
still lie at the Indian ports wait-
ing for clearance. The traders and
importers who had placed their
orders in November and
December last year are yet to

receive a chunk of their con-
signments. The unprecedented
delay in delivery is due to the
shutting down of Chinese bor-
ders in January and February, fol-
lowed by the coronavirus pan-
demic and the subsequent lock-
down in India.

Official data reveal India’s
imports from China during the
April-August period of the cur-
rent financial year stood at $21.58
billion-a drop of 27.63 per cent,
compared to the corresponding

period in the previous year.
“Chunks of orders placed by

our traders in December last year
are still to arrive. The goods have
not yet reached as China was ini-
tially closed due to coronavirus
and subsequently from March 25,
India went into a stringent lock-
down for about two months. So,
a great deal of Chinese goods --
essentially electronics and elec-
trical items, gifts, toys, footwear,
home and kitchen appliances --
still lying at the ports. 
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The Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs

(MoHUA) unveiled the first
look of the Delhi-Ghaziabad-
Meerut regional rapid transit
system (RRTS) on Friday. The
82 km-long RRTS corridor
will be the first of its kind in
India with a design speed of
180 kmph. 

According to the ministry,
with a stainless steel outer
body, these aerodynamic RRTS
trains will be lightweight and
fully air-conditioned. Each car
will have six automatic plug-in
type wide doors, three on each
side (Business Class will have
four such doors, two on each
side) for ease of access and exit.
The RRTS trains will have
transverse 2x2 seating with
adequate legroom, optimized
aisle width with grab handles,
and grab poles for a comfort-
able journey for standing pas-
sengers, overhead luggage rack,
mobile/laptop charging sockets
and onboard Wi-Fi among
other computer-centric fea-
tures. 

“New Delhi’s iconic Lotus
Temple is an epitome of sus-
tainability as its design allows
flow of natural sources of light
and air circulation. 

On similar lines, RRTS
rolling stock will have lighting
and temperature control sys-
tems to enhance the passenger
experience with less energy
consumption. 
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Paris: French terrorism author-
ities are investigating a knife
attack that wounded at least
two people on Friday near the
former offices of the satirical
newspaper Charlie Hebdo in
Paris, authorities said. A sus-
pect has been arrested.

The area in eastern Paris
remained cordoned off by
police two hours after the
attack. Children were being
sequestered in nine schools
while police worked to deter-
mine no other suspects were on
the run, according to education

and police officials.
It is unclear what motivat-

ed the attack or whether it was
linked to Charlie Hebdo, which
moved after its offices were tar-
geted in a 2015 Islamic extrem-
ist attack that left 12 people
dead.

Police cordoned off the area,
including the former Charlie
Hebdo offices, after a suspect
package was noticed nearby,
but the package was found to be
harmless and no explosives were
found, according a police official.

An investigation was

opened into “attempted murder
in relation with a terrorist
enterprise,” according to an
official at the prosecutor’s office. 

Authorities did not release
the identity of the suspect
arrested in the area of the
Bastille Plaza.

“I saw a guy that was in his
30s or 40s with an axe in his
hand who was walking behind
a victim covered in blood...I cant
tell you how many victims there
was, I just saw one,” witness
Kader Alfa told The Associated
Press at the scene. AP

New York: The Justice
Department is seeking an
immediate ban on downloads
of WeChat in Apple and
Google app stores, saying the
Chinese-owned messaging ser-
vice is a threat to the security
of the United States.

Last week the U.S.
Commerce Department moved
to ban WeChat from U.S. App
stores but on Saturday,
Magistrate Judge Laurel Beeler
in California agreed to delay
U.S. Restrictions, saying they
would affect users’ First
Amendment rights.

In a filing Friday, the
Justice Department asked
Beeler to allow for an imme-
diate ban while the case works
its way through court.

WeChat is a messaging-
focused app popular with many
Chinese-speaking Americans
that serves as a lifeline to
friends, family, customers and

business contacts in China. It’s
owned by Chinese tech giant
Tencent.

The Justice Department
says WeChat allows the
Chinese government to collect
and use personal data on
Americans to advance its own
interests. The filing states
WeChat has approximately 19
million active daily users in the
U.S. In a range of formats,
including text, images, video,
and audio.

The Justice Department
argues that the U.S. Will suffer
irreparable harm, both sub-
stantive and procedural, if the
court does not stay its decision.

The Trump administra-
tion has targeted WeChat and
another Chinese-owned app,
TikTok, for national security
and data privacy concerns, in
the latest flashpoint amid ris-
ing tensions between
Washington and Beijing. AP
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The man portrayed as a hero
in the movie ‘Hotel

Rwanda’ has admitted in court
that he backed a rebel group,
but denied that he supported
any violence or killings.

Paul Rusesabagina, in a
pink prison uniform for his bail
hearing on Friday, told the
court in Kigali, the capital,
that he helped to form the
National Liberation Front in
order to help Rwandan
refugees, but he never sup-
ported violence.

The judge has postponed
ruling on his application for
bail until October 2.

Rusesabagina, a Belgian
citizen and U.S. Permanent
resident who has been a critic
of President Paul Kagame, is
charged with 13 offenses that
also include financing terror-
ism, complicity in murder,
recruiting child soldiers, and
forming a rebel group.

Washington: President Donald
Trump will accept the results of
a “free and fair” election, his
press secretary has said, allay-
ing fears triggered after he yet
again sowed doubts about the
legitimacy of mail-in ballots
and refused to commit to a
peaceful transfer of power if he
lost the November 3 presiden-
tial polls.

Asked whether he will
leave the White House peace-
fully if he loses the election,
Trump responded: “Well, we’re
going to have to see what hap-
pens.”

“We are going to have to
see what happens, you know
that. I have been complaining
very strongly about the ballots,
and the ballots are a disaster...,”
Trump told reporters at a
White House news conference
on Wednesday.

Trump’s remarks caused
an uproar, with lawmakers
from the Democratic Party as
well as from the president’s own
Republican Party rejecting his
comments, insisting the winner
of November’s election will be
sworn in next January.

Responding to a question
from a reporter on Trump’s
refusal to commit to a peace-
ful transfer of power, White
House Press Secretary Kayleigh
McEnany said on Thursday:
“The president will accept the
results of a free and fair elec-
tion. But I think that your ques-
tion is more fitting to be asked
of Democrats, who have
already been on the record say-
ing they will not accept the
results of an election.

“I am referring to the pres-
ident being asked if there
would be a peaceful transfer of
power and he did not say yes.
So I am asking, will there be a
peaceful transfer of power if he
loses this election?” the
reporter asked.

“I believe that question
asked by the Playboy reporter
- in fact, I think, have it right
here - he (Trump) was asked
win, lose or draw, whether he
would accept the transfer of
power. I am not entirely sure if
he won, why would he accept
a transfer of power. That is
maybe the deranged wish of
that reporter, but that is not
how governing works,”
McEnany said.

Trump has questioned the
legitimacy of voting by mail-in
ballot in the past, claimed that
it is susceptible to massive
fraud.

During an interview with
Fox News earlier this year,
Trump didn’t commit to
accepting the election results
either, saying “I have to see.”

Trump’s attacks on the bal-
loting have led to concerns that
he is undermining the trust in
the election process and will
contest the results if he loses.

McEnany referred to sev-
eral comments made by the
Democrats in the past, appar-
ently questioning the validity of
an election. PTI
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China appears to be expand-
ing its network of secret

detention centres in Xinjiang,
where predominantly Muslim
minorities are targeted in a
forced assimilation campaign,
and more of the facilities
resemble prisons, an Australian
think tank has found.

The Australian Strategic
Policy Institute used satellite
images and official construc-
tion tender documents to map
more than 380 suspected
detention facilities in the far
northwestern region, high-
lighting internment camps,
detention centers and prisons
that have been newly built or
expanded since 2017.

The report builds on evi-
dence that China has made a
policy shift from detaining
Uighurs and other largely
Muslim minorities in makeshift
public buildings to construct-
ing permanent mass deten-
tion facilities.

This is despite Chinese

state news agency Xinhua
reporting late last year that
“trainees” attending “vocational
education and training centers”
meant to deradicalize them
had “all graduated.” 

Regional government chair-
man Shohrat Zakir was quoted
as saying that foreign media
reports of 1 million or 2 million
people attending these centers
were fabricated, though he
would not provide any figures.

Chinese foreign ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin on
Friday dismissed the report as
“pure disinformation and slan-
der,” saying the Australian insti-
tute had “no academic credi-
bility.” 

China does not operate
“so-called detention camps” in
Xinjiang, Wang told reporters
at a daily briefing.

Citing media reports and
investigations by internet users,
Wang said one of the sites in
the report had been identified
as an electronics manufactur-
ing park and another as a five-
star residential complex.

Seoul: North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un apologized Friday
over the killing of a South
Korea official near the rivals’
disputed sea boundary, saying
he’s “very sorry” about the
incident he called unexpected
and unfortunate, South Korean
officials said.

It’s extremely unusual for a
North Korean leader to apolo-
gize to South Korea on any
issue. Kim’s move will likely de-
escalate tensions between the
Koreas as it’s expected to ease
anti-North sentiments in South
Korea over the man’s death as
well as mounting criticism of its
liberal President Moon Jae-in.

“Comrade Kim Jong Un,
the State Affairs Commission

chairman, feels very sorry to
give big disappointment to
President Moon Jae-in and
South Korean citizens because
an unexpected, unfortunate
incident happened” at a time
when South Korea grapples
with the coronavirus pandem-
ic, Moon adviser Suh Hoon
cited the North Korean mes-
sage as saying.

On Thursday, South Korea
accused North Korea of fatal-
ly shooting one of its public ser-
vants who was likely trying to
defect and burning his body
after finding him on a floating
object in North Korean waters
on Tuesday. South Korean offi-
cials condemned North Korea
for what they called an “atro-

cious act” and pressed it pun-
ish those responsible.

According to the North
Korean message, North Korean
troops first fired blanks after
the man found in the North’s
waters refused to answer other
than saying he’s from South
Korea a couple of times. Then,
as he made moves to flee, the
North Korean troops fired 10
rounds. When they came near
the floating object, they only
found lots of blood but no sign
of him.

The troops determined he
was dead and burned the float-
ing object in line with anti-
coronavirus rules, according to
the North Korean message
read by Suh. AP
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Assange said on Friday that the
WikiLeaks founder’s situation
will be worse if President
Donald Trump is re-elected in
November than if Democrat
rival Joe Biden wins.

Edward Fitzgerald said at
Assange’s extradition hearing in
London that Assange will suf-
fer if he is sent to the US to face
spying charges regardless of
who wins the November 3
election.  “Much of what we say
about the fate which awaits Mr
Assange remains good because
it’s about systemic faults in the
prisons and his underlying

conditions,” he said. But, he
added, “it will be all the worse”
if Trump is re-elected. US pros-
ecutors have indicted Assange
on 17 espionage charges and
one charge of computer misuse
over WikiLeaks’ publication of
secret American military doc-
uments a decade ago. The
charges carry a maximum sen-
tence of 175 years in prison.

Assange’s defense team
argues that he is a journalist and
entitled to First Amendment
protections for publishing leaked
documents that exposed US
military wrongdoing in Iraq
and Afghanistan. AP
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But, the protesting farmers got a
mixed response in cities as most of the
shops in cities like Karnal, Kurukshetra,
Panipat and Kaithal remained open even
as the farmers took out protest marches
and requested the shopkeepers to support
their agitation.

Farmers from NCR area blocked the
Delhi-Noida expressway for over three
hours. About hundreds of farmers gath-
ered on a key road in Noida prompting
deployment of police in riot gear that kept
them from proceeding towards Delhi. In
parts of Uttar Pradesh, farmers blocked the
Ayodhya-Lucknow highway for several
hours.

Farmers also blocked the Delhi-
Meerut highway in Modinagar near
Ghaziabad. Farmers from the State’s Kheri
district have also gathered in protest. BKU
leaders have blocked the Baghpat’s
Badayun road. Another clip from UP’s
Hapur shows a large number of farmers
helping an ambulance find its way through
the crowd. 

In the poll bound State Bihar, Tejashwi
Yadav drove a tractor while his brother -
Tej Pratap Yadav - sat atop it in Patna. The
video is now doing the rounds on social
media. The “tractor march” started from
Tejashwi’s official residence located behind
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar’s res-
idence on Anne Marg in Patna. In viola-
tion of coronavirus-related guidelines like
social distancing, a huge number of pro-
testers then proceeded towards the
Governor’s House. They were stopped by
the Bihar Police briefly for security reasons.
However, permission was later granted to
them to move towards Bailey Road. 

The “tractor march” was scheduled to
take a round of the Income Tax round-
about, Dak Bungalow Chowk and end at
the RJD office on Veerchand Patel Road.
In the wake of the march, normal traffic
was badly hit in Patna, especially on Bailey
Road. RJD workers Darbhanga took out
protest while riding buffaloes.

In the south, members of the
Karnataka State Farmers’ Association held
a protest near Bommanahalli on the
Karnataka-Tamil Nadu highway. Around
250 farmers have been taken into pre-
ventive custody at Mysore Bank Circle in
Bengaluru. In Tamil Nadu, farmers from
the National South Indian River
Interlinking Farmers’ Association protest-
ed in Trichy with human skulls, chained
hands and nooses tied around their necks.
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He said the far-sighted vision of
“Deendayal is guiding us in all spheres and
would continue to inspire generations”.

Speaking on the farmers’ issue, Modi
said the NDA Government made
“prmanik” (authentic) attempts to change
conditions of farmers by first increasing

Minimum Support Price (MSP) by one
and half times more, linking ten crores
“kisans” with the  banks and issuing “Kisan
credit cards” which also helped those
engaged in animal husbandry and fishing.

On the farmers Bills passed this week,
he said, “After decades farmer will get right
value for his produce.. small farmers con-
stituting 85 per cent first time got an alter-
native …if he benefits by selling his pro-
duce in Mandi, he can, otherwise can sell
it outside.”

“We gave the right to farmers to sell
wherever he wants..,” Modi said seeking
BJP workers to explain to farmers the ben-
efits in the most simple ways by sitting with
them in their dwellings and dispel rumours
spread by those who had “trapped farm-
ers in a complex web of legalities”.

The Prime Minister accused vested
interests of telling lies to the farmers and
“firing from their shoulders”.

Modi also spoke about the
Government ensuring  salaries and pen-
sion to labourers saying the right to min-
imum salary  has been made mandatory.

He pointed out that there were 10,000
kinds of  laws on minimum salaries
which have been brought down to 200
now.
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In Haryana, it could form the

Government only after the Jannayak
Janata Party’s support. The BJP was voted
out of power in Jharkhand in December
2019. The Opposition in Bihar, including
the RJD and the Congress, wanted to defer
the polls in the wake of the coronavirus
pandemic and floods in several districts in
the State while the ruling Janata Dal
(United) and the BJP was in favour of elec-
tions on time.

Defending the decision to hold the
polls during the pandemic, CEC Arora
said, “There was no end to the battle
against coronavirus, thus some way had to
be found a way to balance the democrat-
ic rights of people to elect a public repre-
sentative and also keep public health in
place.”  

Arora called it a “leap of faith” and said
it was not a leap in the dark, pointing out
that medical and engineering exams JEE
and NEET also took place recently. “Life
has to go on,” he said, adding over 70 coun-
tries initially postponed their elections.

He announced several measures have
been taken for campaigning and polling
to ensure safety of leaders and voters
including elaborate sanitisation and social
distancing protocols have been put in
place.

Among the steps taken, polling time
will be increased by one hour and will now
be from 7 am to 6 pm, except in areas
affected by Maoist extremism. Covid
infected persons and virus suspects will
vote separately. Those in quarantine can
cast their votes at the end of voting time.
All physical contact has been prohibited
during the campaign.

In the first phase of the Bihar election,
71 Assembly constituencies in 16 districts
will vote. The second phase will involve 94

Assembly constituencies in 17 districts,
and, the final phase, 78 seats in 15 districts.
Compared to 2015 where there were
65,337 polling booths, there are more than
a lakh polling booth this time around, and
not more than 1,000 voters per booth will
be allowed compared to 1,500 earlier.

The notification for the first phase of
Bihar Assembly elections would be issued
on October 1, while the last date of nom-
inations would be October 8 and with-
drawal of candidature can be done till
October 12. For the second phase, notifi-
cation would be issued on October 9, nom-
inations can be filed till October 16 and
candidature can be withdrawn till October
19. The third-phase notification would be
issued on October 13, the last date of nom-
inations would be October 20 and the last
date for candidature withdrawal has been
fixed on October 23.

Bihar has recorded an electorate count
of 7.29 crore for these polls. CEC Arora
informed that about 46 lakh masks, 6 lakh
PPE kits, 6.7 lakh units of faces-shields, 23
lakh (pairs of) hand gloves arranged. For
voters specifically, 7.2 crore single-use hand
gloves are arranged.

Arora said 230,000 migrant workers,
who have returned to Bihar after losing
their jobs because of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, have been added to the updated
voters’ list in the State.

Arora said the EC will take stringent
measures to enforce the code, especially
related to the declaration of the criminal
antecedents of the candidates.

Political parties and candidates can
hold rallies as part of their campaigning
for the Bihar Assembly polls and the
grounds where such meetings will be held
will have white circles to ensure distanc-
ing norms.

Arora said he wants to dispel doubts
that there will only be virtual campaign-
ing in the State. The “propaganda” that only
virtual meets will take place during cam-
paigning is way off the mark, he said.

Arora said the district election officers
have already identified places where gath-
erings can take place. The exercise of
putting markers to ensure distancing
norms is on. District election officers and
district superintendents of police should
ensure that the number of attendees does
not exceed the limit prescribed by the State
Disaster Management Authority for pub-
lic gatherings, an EC statement later said.
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For, there was no confirmation from
the NCB till the evening as to whether the
two actresses would also be questioned on
Saturday.

The names of Karishma, Rakul, Sara,
Deepika and fashion designer Simone
Khambata had figured in the NCB’s ques-
tioning of actress Rhea Chakraborty and
late Sushant’s ex-manager Jaya Saha.   

Deepika will be questioned in the con-
text of the information that surfaced dur-
ing the questioning of actress-accused
Rhea Chakraborty, Jaya Saha and her own

manager Karishma in the expanded
Bollywood-drug nexus case.  

Karishma works with Jaya Saha, with
whom Rhea Chakraborty had chatted
about CBD oil, as a manager in Kwan tal-
ent management agency. During the ques-
tioning, the NCB had reportedly grilled
Jaya if she had any knowledge about
Karishma procuring drugs for Deepika
Padukone.

The NCB had earlier retrieved
Deepika’s WhatsApp chats with Karishma
in which the two were seen discussing
drugs. Earlier, Jaya’s chats with Rhea
Chakraborty about CBD oil were also
retrieved by NCB.

The NCB investigations have thrown
up a WhatsApp chat of 2017 between D
(Deepika Padukone) and K (Karishma). In
the chat, Deepika reportedly asks Karishna:
“You have Maal?, Karishma responds say-
ing: “Yes, but at home. I am at Bandra.
Later Krishma tells Deepika that one Amit
is bringing it to a high-end restaurant
“koko” at Lower Parel. Deepika seeks to
confirm if it is hash not weed.

The NCB has registered two drugs
cases in the wake of the investigations
launched by the CBI into the death of actor
Sushant Singh Rajput in June this year
upon the directive issued by the Supreme
Court.

Seventeen persons -including Rhea
and her brother Showik --- are under arrest
in connection with a case registered by the
NCB on August 28, two days after it reg-
istered a case suo moto.  It registered a sec-
ond case after it told the Mumbai court
that it wants to “to uproot the drug
citadel in Mumbai especially in
Bollywood”. 

The Bollywood-drug nexus should be
seen in the context of what the NCB had
said on September 5, while seeking the
remand of Rhea, her brother and late
Sushant’s    house manager Samuel
Miranda.

In a remand application filed before
the court on September 5, NCB’s
Intelligence officer K Kiran Babu had said:
“The NCB is investigating the drug angle
in the late Sushant Singh Rajput case and
therefore it is highly substantive and
needs to be investigated thoroughly so as
to uproot the drug citadel in Mumbai espe-
cially in Bollywood”.
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The CBI FIR disclosed that during
April to June, 2018, Yes Bank Limited had
invested Rs 3,700 crore in the short term
debentures of DHFL. Simultaneously,
Kapil Wadhawan of DHFL paid kickback
of Rs. 600 crore to Rana Kapoor and his
family members in the garb of loan of Rs
600 crore (given by DHFL) to DOIT Urban
Ventures (India) Pvt. Ltd (Rana Kapoor
Group Company).

In addition, Yes Bank had also sanc-
tioned a loan of Rs 750 crore to RKW
Developers, a Group company of DHFL
beneficially owned by Kapil Wadhawan,
Dheeraj Wadhawan and their family

members. The said loan of Rs 750 crore
had been sanctioned to them for their
Bandra Reclamation Project, Mumbai, but
the whole amount was siphoned off by
Kapil Wadhawan and Dheeraj Wadhawan
through their shell companies. 

Rana Kapoor, Kapil Wadhawan and
Dheeraj Wadhawan were arrested by ED
for their role in money laundering and are
currently undergoing judicial custody.

Including the latest attachment of
assets worth Rs 127 crore, the total
seizures under PMLA in this case stands
at Rs 2,011 crore. Among these attach-
ments proceeds of crime amounting to Rs
600 crore belong to Rana Kapoor and the
remaining attached assets worth Rs 1,411
crore are related to Wadhawan brothers.

Prosecution complaints (charge-
sheets) have been filed against Rana
Kapoor, Kapil Wadhawan, Dheeraj
Wadhawan and others. In another sepa-
rate PMLA case, the ED has also attached
an asset amounting to Rs 307 crore of Rana
Kapoor. Further investigation is under
progress, the agency added.
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schemes for the poor and the mar-
ginalised,” he said.

Elaborating on the success of his gov-
ernment, the chief minister said that they
were able to control encephalitis in 38 dis-
tricts of eastern UP and Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan launched by the prime minister
played a decisive role in eradicating the dis-
ease. 

“The Swachh Bharat mission had a
target to make five crore toilets but in the
first two-and-half years, 43 lakh toilets
were constructed. In the first 18 months
of our government, we were able to
achieve the target,” he said.

Yogi further said that construction of
toilets brought the mortality rate of
encephalitis down as it stopped the infec-
tion spread. 

“In 2014, at least 641 children died of
encephalitis in BRD Medical College hos-
pital in Gorakhpur while in 2020, only
seven people died. The number has shown
a steady decline since 2017,” he said.

“Encephalitis is on the wane and the
media should highlight it. The government
has used its experience in tackling the
dreaded disease during the spread of
coronavirus,” he said.

Since COVID-19 spread in the last six
months, the UP government distributed
free ration 12 times while pension bene-
ficiaries were paid money without delay.
Under Atmanirbhar package, 7.5 lakh
MSME units were provided loans while
under Garib Kalyan package, 95 lakh peo-
ple were provided employment.” he said. 

Yogi also released a booklet high-
lighting the achievements of the BJP gov-
ernment.

Deputy Chief Ministers Dinesh
Sharma and Keshav Prasad Maurya and
BJP state president Swatantra Dev Singh
also addressed the gathering.
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“If the antibodies were given after an

infection, the hamsters developed mild dis-
ease symptoms at most. If the antibodies
were applied preventively — before infec-
tion — the animals did not get sick,” said
Jakob Kreye, coordinator of the research
project.

The researchers noted that treating
infectious diseases with antibodies has a
long history.

For Covid-19, this approach is also
being investigated through the adminis-
tration of plasma derived from the blood
of recovered patients. With the plasma,
antibodies of donors are transferred, they
said.

“Ideally, the most effective antibody is
produced in a controlled manner on an
industrial scale and in constant quality.
This is the goal we are pursuing,” said
Momsen Reincke, first author of the
research.

“Three of our antibodies are particu-
larly promising for clinical development,”
explained Harald Pruss, a research group
leader at the DZNE and also a senior physi-
cian at Charite – Universitatsmedizin
Berlin.

“Using these antibodies, we have
started to develop a passive vaccination
against SARS-CoV-2,” Pruss said.
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“Vodafone confirms that the invest-
ment treaty tribunal found in Vodafone’s
favour,” the British firm said in a statement.
“This was a unanimous decision, includ-
ing India’s appointed arbitrator Rodrigo
Oreamuno. The tribunal held that any
attempt by India to enforce the tax
demand would be a violation of India’s
international law obligations.”

Reacting to it, the Government on
Friday said it will consider all options,
including legal remedies, with regard to
Vodafone arbitration case. 

The Government of India’s liability will
be restricted to about �75 crore — �30
crore in cost and another �45 crore in tax
refund, sources with direct knowledge of
the matter said.

As per the award, the government has
to reimburse Vodafone 60 per cent of its
legal costs and half of the 6,000 Euros cost
borne by Vodafone for appointing an arbi-
trator on the panel.

The arbitration tribunal said India’s
“conduct in respect of the imposition” of
tax demand on Vodafone “notwithstand-
ing the Supreme Court judgment is in
breach of the guarantee of fair and equi-
table treatment” in the bilateral investment
protection treaty.

Vodafone had before the arbitration
tribunal challenged India’s usage of a 2012
legislation that gave it powers to retro-
spectively tax deals like Vodafone’s USD
11 billion acquisition of 67 per cent stake
in the mobile phone business owned by
Hutchison Whampoa in 2007.
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At an empty Rajpath, there
was stillness, one that the
city had never breathed. At
the Anand Vihar Bus
Station, there were crowds of

migrant labourers, unprotected and
unsanitised, betrayed by people’s apathy
and denial of their plight. At the
Nigambodh Crematorium, Kashmere
Gate, there were COVID dead bodies
arriving in crowded ambulances. At the
Muslim Burial Ground, Dilli Gate, a
young widow read the fatiah for her
dead husband. At the Christian
Cemetery, an infant waited for an
unknown gravedigger to perform his
last rites as he was abandoned by his
parents when they learned he was
COVID-positive. Outside the Trauma
Centre of AIIMS, there were doctors full
of courage preparing to enter the Covid
Care Unit, wearing PPE, just to witness
another day of victory and loss at the
same time.

Amid all these unusual sights, there
was author-photographer Parul Sharma
capturing this horror show by a dead-
ly pathogen and the frozen reality of life
that the world had left behind while hid-
ing from the Coronavirus during the
lockdown. The photographs, now pub-
lished into a book, Dialects of Silence:
Delhi Under Lockdown, present a visu-
al narrative of a locked-down capital and
a chronicle of lives paused, lives lost and
lives regained.

When asked, “Were you afraid?”
Parul said, “Of course, I was... Of miss-
ing that one shot that I would never find
again!” For her, the rush was to cover
the city before its stillness shattered and
the struggles for being alive turned
graver.

Excerpts:

�What made you go for it? Was it 
pre-decided that you would publish
these photographs into a book?

No, when I took to the streets, there
was no thought of getting a book pub-
lished in my mind. It was just my obses-
sion with photography and my passion.
It was very frightening because there
was nobody on the streets. Everything
was shut, and not a single soul was seen
in miles. I began with capturing the
architecture and the deserted roads but

then the narrative changed when the
COVID death rate started rising. There
was one thing — either I stopped there
or I continue shooting. And so it hap-
pened. I continued capturing the
migrants, doctors in the COVID wards
and the burial grounds and crematori-
ums.

In June, we decided to turn this all
into a book.

�Why did you call it Dialects of
Silence?

There is a conversation right from
the beginning of the book, which is
more architectural. I went out in pur-
suit of having a conversation with my
city. I have been born and brought up
here. My parents have grown up in this
city. And I just went out there to cap-

ture the undisturbed view of the archi-
tecture of my city, the stillness which
had creeped in due to the lockdown, and
above all, the beauty of Delhi. The city
actually looked very beautiful during
that time.

I just did not know that I’ll be turn-
ing it into a book. I became a news pho-
tographer over night when the migrant
story broke and when I started captur-
ing the deaths.

�It kind of highlights how even silence
has its own language and speaks 
volumes...

Yes, that’s how it actually came —
the idea of having a conversation with
silence. There was absence everywhere
and when I interpret dialects of silence,

it also means its different kinds — some
conversations were joyous and some
were completely opposite, some had sor-
rows, some had hope, some had anxi-
ety, some were full of fear while some
had courage.

When I was shooting the doctors, it
was not that I was having some long-
drawn conversations with them. I was
documenting them doing their job. Even
though there was silence in the wards,
but there was courage in the air which
was speaking to me. They did not have
to tell me that now they are heading
towards the COVID wing to check on
the patients. They didn’t tell me that
they had courage, it was written on their
faces, in their demeanour and in their
body language. I’d say, even their PPE

couldn’t conceal it. And therefore, the
‘dialects’.

�What were the on-ground 
challenges?

There were many challenges, of
course. But I didn’t allow them to
come my way. I kept trying to absorb
them as they came. I don’t like anything
to come in between my determination.
So I didn’t focus much on that part.

�Do you think witnessing such a
phenomenon would have been 
possible without a lockdown ever?

I don’t think so. It’s Delhi we are
talking about. Walking down those
empty lanes, I saw police guards on
duty; monkeys taking over the empty
streets, having the whole road to them-
selves; crows and birds, in flight, unper-
turbed. Once some guards also asked me
if I could feed the stray dogs as people
have stopped stepping out and feeding
them. Such gestures proved how nobody
was there for each other and at the same
time, everyone was. They were con-
cerned for each other. It’s both the ways
and it began a dialogue between me and
those dogs I fed, and the guards who
were the only humans I came across. I
have never seen or captured Delhi in
such a frame.

�You’ve captured the COVID burial
grounds, and bodies being cremated
in electric crematoriums. Witnessing
such a saddening sight so closely, did
it impact you personally?

Oh my god, yes! It had psycholog-
ical implications. I think that’s the first
thing that gets hit in such scenarios —
psychological health. There are people
who may capture a great tragedy but at
the same time, they won’t be personal-
ly moved by it as that varies from per-
son to person. But for someone like me,
it affects psychologically. I could not
sleep for those nights.

There are also other factors hitting
you — how did the people contract the
virus? What if you also contract it? And
end up the same way? How active is the
virus even now? Should you be near
these bodies? What if it’s more potent
right now? How long before it dies com-
pletely? There’s a constant conflict.
And with this virus, you can never
know. People are contracting the virus
even while sitting inside their homes.
You do feel scared.

Then come the sensory aspects —
sight, sound, smell. Especially, when you
visit a place like a crematorium, smell
plays a huge role because the air is so
putrid, nobody wants to be inside.
Capturing such a place is not like
shooting architecture or a beautiful
landscape. You can leave it there and
come back with a relaxed mind. You
have enjoyed that moment and it lingers
on with you. But after returning home
from a place like this, it’s difficult to
switch off. You don’t forget it as easily.
Your coping mechanism has to be
strong.

�Reconciling something tragic is 
difficult...

Indeed. I don’t know whether I
would ever be able to forget those
images in my head. Especially, those
episodes where I saw a young widow
reading the fatiah of her husband being
buried and how the last rites of a
COVID-dead child were being per-
formed by a stranger. I remember I was
inside an electric cremation centre and
after a point of time, I was all alone and
there were two COVID dead bodies
lying three feet away from me. They
were wrapped in plastic sheet. When I

turned back, I saw another ambulance
arriving, which had five more dead bod-
ies. Similar to a war-like scenario, after
one round of disposal, quickly, there
were more of them coming and more...

It was tough to navigate things. At
times you’re also fearful that something
might happen to you or your family. A
lot of composure was required to also
capture the dead bodies with an aesthet-
ic and giving them the due respect. You
can’t make it look bizarre or dramatic.

�In the book, there’s a caption —
“June was the cruelest month...”

There were many deaths in June.
The migrant crisis had broke out, the
Shramik Special started, a lot of
migrants died in road accidents and on
tracks, and the COVID death rate in
India started rising and people were
dying. And it’s still continuing.

�You have captured how the 
pandemic gave birth to a migrant
labour crisis in India. How do you
think photographs create a history of
their own?

Photographs create history. I got one
of the biggest compliments recently
when I was told that my photographs
remind them, especially the migrant
mother-and-child series, of the famous
American photographer Dorothea
Lange, who had shot a lot of migrants
in America during the Great
Depression. Lange said that ‘if you’re
taking a picture, take it as if you were
to become blind tomorrow. Don’t shoot
for the sake of it.’

Not that I was governed by her aes-
thetics but I looked for hope and beau-
ty. The migrants that I have shot were
not in motion. I didn’t shoot them dur-
ing movement. I saw some sitting wait-
ing at bus stands, railways junctions or
under a flyover. It was very heartbreak-
ing to see a family of six who had a dis-
abled, malnourished child. They could
not travel with her back to their village
because it was difficult to carry the
child. That image has now been picked
by Getty images.

�What’s your take on the migrant 
crisis?

As a Delhiite, I feel, we should have
done something for those people. Buses
and food supplies were organised later
but as a society, there is a collective apa-
thy we have for situations like these. We
love to play the blame game — the gov-
ernment doesn’t do its job — and just
present a drawing room view of the cri-
sis. I think the migrants were not
betrayed by the government, they were
betrayed by their employers. The people
just washed their hands off them when
the lockdown began. And no govern-
ment could be prepared for a crisis like
this!

�Was there a specific reason of keep-
ing the photographs black and white?

It’s raw. First section of the book —
architecture — reminds me of Delhi of
the ‘40s, devoid of people, cars, and pol-
lution, which is why I tried to give them
a retro touch. I didn’t want to give colour
to the deaths I’ve captured. The doctors,
whose courage gave hope to millions, and
the scenario they are in, it’s devoid of
colours.

There is also a special photograph,
the last one, the only one which has been
composed. It shows how the virus took
a toll on even romance and love. I had
to make a couple pose to make that frame
I imagined come alive. It makes the book
end on a hopeful and a positive note.
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Be it Dev Anand in Taxi Driver
(1954), Amitabh Bachchan in
Khuddaar (1982) or Aamir

Khan in Raja Hindustani (1996),
there have been various films
impressing their generations with
the portrayals of a taxi driver.
Maqbool Khan-directorial Khaali
Peeli seems to be the next in line.
The entire film has been designed
keeping this Gen Z in mind as the
director feels that the generation
after 90s haven’t watched many
masala films like he did in the 80s
and 90s.

It is a romantic comedy flick
revolving around the lives of two
childhood friends, who separate
due to inevitable circumstances.
Actor Ishaan Khatter plays the role
of Blackie, a taxi driver and actor
Ananya Panday (as Pooja Gujjar)
is a girl who comes from a conser-
vative family and wants to be on
her own. Excerpts of our conver-
sation with the filmmaker.

�How did you conceptualise the
film with the 90s vibe in a con-
temporary setup?

I shifted to Mumbai in early
90s and have been living here for
25 to 30 years. Based out of
Rajasthan, earlier, I used to go to
Mumbai during summer vaca-
tions. It has always been a fascinat-
ing city and has attracted me since
it was known as Bombay. The Kali
Peeli taxi is the city’s most iconic
thing. So when we were toeing up
the idea of creating this entire story,
we intentionally decided to create
something around Mumbai and
the taxi. That’s how it was incorpo-
rated in the story. The guy (Ishaan)
who drives the taxi is the hero of
the film. He’s a very street-smart
kind of person. The story gradual-
ly becomes interesting when you
see the colourful life of Mumbai as
well as its dark sides through his
point of view.

�There have been many
Bollywood characters based on
drivers of a Kaali Peeli taxi in
Mumbai in the past. How do you
think Ishaan’s character is differ-
ent? Has it been inspired from any
real-life instances?

Yes. There have been instances
and films where heroes have por-
trayed taxi wallas earlier but I
haven’t seen a young actor in his
mid-20s attempting something like
this as far as recent films are con-
cerned. This is the newness of this
character. Also, Ishaan has a huge
fan following among the youngsters
which will help us establish a good
connect with them.

The look, style and various dia-
logues are inspired from real
instances. In Mumbai, out of 10 taxi

drivers you will find at least two to
three the way Ishaan’s character is
portrayed in the film. You will find
too many heroes in real life when
you travel in a taxi or an auto rick-
shaw there. If you observe them
closely, you realise that their person-
ality, body language and the way they
interact with passengers is not less
than a hero because they see and
worship Bollywood heroes every
day. They are so quirky, colourful
and the kind of one liner they use
is outstanding. That’s how the whole
idea of creating a character like this
came about.

�How does the film attempt to take
us back to the retro times? What
are some of the nuances?

From the trailer itself you can
make out various nuances — the
sounds, background score and
dialect — is very retro yet contem-
porary, keeping today’s generation in
mind. It will remind you of one of
the finest music directors, RD
Burman, who was way ahead of his
time. The dialogues in the film are
used in everyday language of
Mumbai. When you go on the
streets or in an auto Rickshaw, you
will find them. The entire first teas-
er that we released has the cricket
reference in it as it is worshiped like
a religion here. It’s not a sport
merely, it’s an emotion. We live for
cricket. That was exciting for the
young generation, probably the rea-
son they connected with the trailer
and song. This film has been made
keeping the youngsters in mind.
They are the pulse of it. I wondered
if I had to cater a typical Bollywood
masala film how do I do that? So, the
entire film has been designed keep-
ing this generation in mind as I feel
they haven’t watched many masala
films which I have in my 80s and 90s.

�How easy or challenging was it
to work with Ishaan and Ananya?
How did you manage to get them
into the skin of the character,

especially in terms of the dialect? 
Honestly, it was a very difficult

task for me. They both are such a
bundle of energy that I had to
match the pace of my energy with
them. As a filmmaker, I had to take
control and channel their energy in
the right direction. If we talk about
the dialect, it was important for
their characters to speak the collo-
quial language of Mumbai in order
to be relatable. Hence, they were
trained for two months to get it on
point. They are young but still very
sorted in their heads. They exact-
ly know what they want from life.
When I was their age, I didn’t know
what I had to do in life. They both
are very well read, sensible enough,
aware and informed about what’s
going around the world in terms of
cinema. I have learned a lot from
these kids. 

�Ananya’s character seems to be
of a girl from a conservative
background, who just wants to
break free and be on her own.
Women have been portrayed in
that scenario before in many
films. How is this one different?

It was intentional. We wanted
to create a character of a girl, who
is from a conservative and under-
privileged background yet who’s
progressive in her thoughts and
aspires of living a life of her
dreams. Today’s girls are very
smart and independent. Ananya’s
character is exactly similar to that.
If she’s put in a situation where it’s
difficult to sustain and survive, she
will  make sure she gets out of that
smartly. She is basically Nehle Pe
Dehla. It’s a pure commercial enter-
tainer, full of action, romance,
drama, humour and thriller. The
film will take one back in the 90s
when Mumbai was known as
Bombay. 

�If we look at content these days,
it has changed drastically, espe-
cially with OTT taking over...

How do you think such commer-
cial entertainers will survive amid
the flood of unconventional and
innovative content? How do you
see its future?

I believe there has always been
a future to all kinds of cinema.
There are some people who still
crave for commercial masala films.
For instance, Simmba is a commer-
cial out and out film and it did quite
well. I feel everything co-exist in
our society. As humans, we adapt
to the situation like we are adapt-
ing to the current chaotic and
unprecedented times. I can recall
the time when commercial cinema
was dominating but at the same
time, you also had films like
Saaransh, Daddy, Sadak and
Dharavi. Different kinds of films
survived it all together that too very
beautifully. So I feel there will
always be a room and space
for every kind of cinema
and every kind of genre. 

�The song, initially titled
Beyonce Sharma Jayegi,
has now been changed to
Duniya Sharma Jayegi. It
has been perceived in a
very racist manner and
disapproved by the audi-
ence around the world,
including Beyonce her-
self. Do you think such
item numbers in
Bollywood have long lost
their popularity among
the Indian audience
given that how the lyrics
sometimes turn out to be
hurtful of people’s senti-
ments?

It was picked out of
context. A certain section
of audience brought this to
our notice which none had
thought including the music
director and the lyrics writer. If
at all we knew that it can taken
into this direction, we would have
never used such words. The word
Goriya has been used so often in
Indian songs to address a girl that
it didn’t occur to any of us to inter-
pret it in the literal manner. I can
recall a few songs that has the
word Goriya — Chura Ke Dil Mera
Goriya Chali from the film Main
Khiladi Tu Anari, Gori Tera Gaon
Bada Pyara from Chitchor and
Goriya Re Goriya from Aaina. The
word has always been used to
refer a girl. You don’t
dance on lyrics,
you dance on
the beats of the
song as music
connects you to the
soul. 

(The film releases on October 2.)

Famed playback singer and
Padma awardee SP

Balasubrahmanyam, popular
as SPB or Balu in the film
world, passed away on Friday
afternoon. 

In a statement issued on
Friday the hospital said, “In a
further setback this morning,
despite maximal life support
measures and the best efforts of
the clinical team, his condition
deteriorated further and he
suffered a cardio-respiratory
arrest. With profound grief,
we regret to inform that he has
passed away on September 25
at 13.04 hours.”

Balasubrahmanyam was a
great achiever. He recorded
over 40,000 songs in 16 lan-
guages and bagged six National
Awards  over a period of five
decades. He is a recipient of
civilian awards such as Padma
Shri (2001) and Padma
Bhushan (2011) from the
Government of India. He
intended to be an engineer but
had a fall-out due to a bout of
typhoid. SPB made his playback
debut in 1966 Telugu film Sri
Sri Sri Maryada Ramanna.

Famed director
Bharathiraja, after visiting the
iconic singer at the hospital,
told the media at this time of

grief he was not able to speak
anything. “Even now there is
some ray of hope. There is one
power above us all,”
Bharathiraja said.

SPB and veteran actor
Kamal Haasan have been a
popular combination of the
audience for long. Stating that
Balasubrahmanyam is a nation-
al voice, Kamal Haasan noted
how the departed icon was an
artiste who celebrated talent.
Kamal said, “When the bond
gets really close, you actually
forget the first meeting. He had
been part of my romance, first
love, melancholy.” “He was a
national voice. You can’t restrict
him to just Tamil language. He
was a huge fan of Mohammed
Rafi and Kishore Kumar. I
think it’s the duty of the
younger generation to learn
from the older generation and
excel. SPB was able to do that,”
added he.

Tamil superstar
Rajinikanth also expressed his
grief. He shared a video speak-
ing in Tamil, where he said,
“Today is a very sad day for
everybody. SPB struggled till
the last minute. I am in deep
pain. Today, all music lovers,
people who knew him and
everyone, are in deep sorrow.

His voice and songs are loved
by people across the country.
He always tried to help people
seeking new opportunities.
That’s why he was loved by all.
Indian cinema has created
many great singers but SPB is
special. His songs will contin-
ue to win hearts for more than
100 years. He was a great soul
and a great singer. May his soul
rest in peace. I offer my condo-
lences to his family.”

Lata Mangeshkar tweeted,
“Pratibhashaali gayak, mad-
hurbhashi, bahut nek insaan SP
Balasubrahmanyam ji ke swarg-
was ki khabar sunke main bahut

vyathit hun. Humne kai gaane
saath gaaye, kai shows kiye. Sab
baatein yaad aarahi hain.
Ishwar unki aatma ko shanti de.
Meri samvedanaayein unke
pariwar ke saath hain (I am
heartbroken to learn about the
demise of gifted singer, soft-
spoken person and a very good
human being SP
Balasubrahmanyam. We have
recorded so many songs and
performed several shows
together. I am reminded of
those beautiful memories of the
olden days. May god rest his
soul in peace. My condolences
with his family.)”

Asha Bhosle said, “This
year has seen a lot of unfortu-
nate events. And the news of
SPB’s demise makes me even
sadder. He was a versatile artist.
His duet with Lata didi was
very memorable. Balu sang a
lot of songs for RD Burman
and was his great friend. He
had helped me a lot with my
Tamil pronunciation in my
song for Ilayaraja. The loss of
such a great artist has left a
huge void in the music world.
I wish his soul to rest in peace
in this musical journey to be
one with the almighty. RIP
Balu.”
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From Page 1
It was the songs he ren-

dered for Sankarabharanam
which made him a household
name in the country. In a
career spanning five decades,
SPB was honoured with six
national awards for some of the
best songs in Telugu, Hindi,
Kannada and Tamil. SPB’s song
Tere Mere Beech Mein in Ek
Duuje Ke Liye remained a
chartbuster for years. In addi-
tion to being a singer ‘Baalu’,
was also a music director, actor
and a dubbing artist.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressed his grief over
the demise of the singer. “With
the unfortunate demise of Shri
SP Balasubrahmanyam our cul-
tural world is a lot poorer. A
household name across India,
his melodious voice and music
enthralled audiences for
decades. In this hour of grief,
my thoughts are with his fam-
ily and admirers. Om Shanti”,
the Prime Minister said in his
message.  

Kolahala Srenivaas, author
and journalist, remembered
how M G Ramachandran who
wanted SPB to sing for him in
the movie Adimai Pen pushed
the recording for 15 days as the
singer was down with typhoid
on the day the song was to be
recorded.

“It was SPB’s first song in
Tamil. When others suggested
to MGR to change the singer,
the then superstar was unwill-
ingly citing that he was an
aspiring youngster who would
have informed his family and
friends about the opportunity

and would feel humiliated if his
name doesn’t feature in the
credits. He went on to recover
and sang Aayiram Nilave Vaa,
his very first song in Tamil,
which become a massive hit,”
reminisced Srenivaas.  

What stands out in the
story of SPB is that he was from
Nellore in Andhra Pradesh
who spoke Telugu, but he made
it big in Tamil too.

R Rangaraj, MD, Music
Durbar, and president, Chennai
2000 Plus Trust, remembers SP
Balasubramaniam as unique in
many respects.

Rangraj told The Pioneer
that initially M S Viswanathan
asked him to improve his pro-
nunciation in Tamil, which he
did. After two years, MSV gave
him his first song in Santhi
Nilaiyam called Iyarkkai Enum.

But it was MGR who gave
him the first break in Adimai

Pen , Aayiram Nilave Vaa,
composed by KV Mahadevan.
He went on to sing over 40,000
songs in 16 languages, with his
combination with maestro
Ilayaraja taking Tamil, Telugu
and Kannada film music to
great heights.

Though initially, he had
not formally learned Carnatic
music, he did undergo intensive
Carnatic lessons under
Pugazhendhi, a Malayalee,
assistant of KV Mahadevan.
Though he hailed from AP, he
made Chennai his home. He
bought a house and built a stu-
dio in Chennai and brought up
his family in Chennai.

“Popular in the south India
as well as in the north and west,
SPB was quick to grasp tunes,
sing without wavering from
shruthi, and could sing all
types of songs, whether west-
ern, classical, or folk. His affa-
ble temperament ensured that
all music directors and co-
singers liked him. His songs
will live on” says Rangraj. 

Very few people know that
SPB was keen chess lover and
was first to sponsor former
world chess champion V
Anand. “Really sad to hear
about the passing away of such
a great yet simple person. He
was my first sponsor! He spon-
sored our team Chennai Colts
(then Madras Colts) in the
national team championship in
1983. One of the nicest persons
I have met. His music gave us
such joy #RIPSPB,” Anand
said in a tweet expressing grief
on the demise of the famed
singer.
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Mahendra Singh
Dhoni’s decision to

come down the order yet
again backfired as Delhi
Capitals rode on Prithvi
Shaw’s fluent fifty and a
disciplined bowling effort
to inflict a 44-run defeat on
Chennai Super Kings, their
second straight loss in the
ongoing Indian Premier
League here on Friday.

Young Shaw struck a flu-
ent half-century and shared a
94-run opening stand with
Shikhar Dhawan to guide Delhi
Capitals to 175 for three.

Shaw made 64 off 43
balls in the company of
Dhawan (35 off 27 balls, 3
fours, 1 six) to provide a
superb start to DC’s
innings after being put
into bat.

While defending,
Delhi Capitals made full
use of CSK’s lacklustre bat-
ting performance to register
their second consecutive win
of the tournament, which took
them to the top of the points
table.

CSK skipper Dhoni did
not push himself up the order
on Friday, given the expecta-
tions after his decision to hold
himself back in the game
against Rajasthan Royals back-
fired, which meant the veter-
an again did not have enough
time and balls to take his side
home.

Coming in at No.6 in the
16th over with 78 runs need-
ed from 4.2 overs while chas-
ing 176, Dhoni could only
make 15 runs (12 balls, 2
fours) in what was a
below par performance
from the two-time
champions.

South African Faf
du Plessis was the
top-scorer with 43
while his compatri-
ots Kagiso Rabada (3
for 26) and Anrich
Nortje (2 for 21) shone

with the ball to
fashion a
memorable
win for
D e l h i
Capitals.

C S K ’s
v e t e r a n

o p e n e r
Murali

Vijay's

struggle continued as he could
make only 10 (off 15 balls) for a
third straight failure.

Fellow opener Shane Watson
fell while attempting to break the
shackles, caught in the deep by
Shimron Hetmyer off Axar Patel,
unable to capitalise on a reprieve
by Shaw.

With the asking rate climb-
ing up, Du Plessis could not
force the pace against a disci-
plined DC bowling attack with
the spin duo of Amit Mishra (4-
0-23-0) and Axar Patel (4-0-18-
1) keeping the CSK batsmen on
a tight leash. Young Ruturaj
Gaikwad (5) and Kedar Jadhav
(26 from 21 balls) could not pro-
vide the much-needed thrust as
CSK’s woes continued.

Earlier, Shaw and Dhawan
started slowly, scoring just 36
runs of the first six overs of pow-
erplay before opening up to
stitch 94 runs for the opening
wicket in 10.4 overs.

Shaw, who began by hitting
two consecutive boundaries off
Deepak Chahar in the first over
of the match, didn't appear to
rush things and played some

attractive shots.
Once the CSK skipper

Dhoni introduced the spin duo
of Piyush Chawla and Ravindra
Jadeja in the seventh over, both
Shaw and Dhawan went on the
offensive.

Chawla, who was taken
apart by Sanju Samson in their
previous game against Rajasthan
Royals, came in for some rough
treatment as did Jadeja who
went wicketless in his four overs
(0/44). Dhawan after playing
second fiddle for a while, joined
the party and hit a couple of
attractive boundaries and
slogged Jadeja's first ball for a six
over mid-wicket. The DC open-
ers hammered 58 in the next 4.4
overs after the slow start.

Chawla broke the danger-
ous-looking partnership by
removing both Dhawan and
Shaw in consecutive overs.

Rishabh Pant (37 not out, 25
balls) and captain Shreyas Iyer
(26, 22 balls) pushed the score-
board along before the latter was
caught by a diving Dhoni off
Sam Curran as CSK managed to
pull things back.
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Javi Martínez is Bayern
Munich’s Mr Super Cup.

Seven years after scoring an
extra-time goal to help Bayern
win its last UEFA Super Cup,
Martínez netted the winner in
the 104th minute on Thursday
as the German club beat Sevilla
2-1 in the European curtain rais-
er in a stadium partially filled
with fans.

Martínez rose above a
crowd of players to head in the
rebound when Sevilla goalkeep-

er Yassine Bounou parried
David Alaba’s speculative shot.

Bayern midfielder Thomas
Müller hailed Martínez as “Mr
Super Cup,” recalling the 2013
goal which sent a game against
Chelsea to a penalty shootout
which Bayern won.

It could be one of Martínez’s
last games for Bayern after eight
years and eight Bundesliga titles.
Chairman Karl-Heinz
Rummenigge told German
media last month that the ver-
satile defensive player was seek-
ing to leave.

“When I play in a Bayern
shirt I want to give everything,
100%, and I showed that today,”
Martínez told Sky, leaving a
question about his future open.

Playing extra time was far
from ideal for either team in a
season which has started later
than normal and will have a
more congested calendar amid
the coronavirus pandemic. For
both Bayern and Sevilla it was
the start of a run of four games
in 11 days and came barely a
month after Bayern beat Paris
Saint-Germain in the
Champions League final.

Europa League champion
Sevilla took an early lead when
David Alaba fouled Ivan Rakitic
and Lucas Ocampos converted
the 13th-minute penalty.
Champions League winner
Bayern leveled when Leon
Goretzka hammered in a ball
expertly cued up for him by
Lewandowski in the 34th.

Bayern was largely in con-
trol of the second half but saw
two goals ruled out — one for
offside, one for a shove by
Lewandowski — and needed
Neuer to save Youssef En-
Nesyri’s shot on the counterat-
tack in the 87th minute.
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Liverpool teenager Curtis
Jones scored twice in a 7-2

victory over Lincoln in the
League Cup, and defending
champion Manchester City
edged past Bournemouth 2-1.

Liverpool advanced to a
fourth-round meeting next
Thursday with Arsenal, which
also plays at Anfield in the
Premier League on Monday.

Phil Foden’s late goal
secured City’s progress to a
match next week with Burnley.

The 19-year-old Jones
scored Liverpool’s third and
fourth goals before halftime, cut-
ting in from the left on both
occasions to curl in right-foot-
ed shots, and was the visitors’
main creative force in midfield.

Jones also won the free kick
from which Xherdan Shaqiri
whipped in the opener for his
first goal in over nine months.

Takumi Minamino contin-
ued his promising start to the
season with a first-time shot in
the 18th minute.

All of Liverpool’s four first-
half goals were scored from at
least 20 yards.

Eighteen seconds after the
break Minamino added anoth-
er, stabbing in Harvey Elliott’s

smothered effort.
Marko Grujic scored his

first for the club almost five years
after joining, and Divock Origi
wrapped up the rout in the 89th
with his ninth goal in 12 League
Cup matches. Tayo Edun and
Lewis Montsma had made it 5-
1 and 6-2 by scoring for third-
tier side Lincoln.
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Tottenham have been

awarded a bye into the fourth
round of the League Cup after
their tie with Leyton Orient was
called off on Tuesday following

a spate of coronavirus cases at
the League Two club.

Fourth-tier Orient tried to
rearrange the game but League
Cup rules mean that they must
forfeit the tie, allowing Spurs to
go through to play Chelsea.

Spurs will now prepare for
four games in eight days, start-
ing with the visit of Newcastle on
Sunday.

Jose Mourinho’s men then
host Chelsea on Tuesday, host
Maccabi Haifa in Europa League
qualifying on Thursday and
travel to Manchester United a
week on Sunday.
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Skipper Dinesh Karthik’s tactical
nous will once again be put to

test when Kolkata Knight Riders
take on a depleted Sunrisers
Hyderabad in their second IPL fix-
ture on Saturday.

Much was expected from a
revamped Kolkata Knight Riders
set-up but it seemed Karthik did
not learn from his past mistakes
and made some inexplicable deci-
sions that led to their complete
capitulation against Mumbai
Indians.

Once again, the batting posi-
tion of their biggest hitter Andre
Russell became the talking point in
their 49-run loss to Mumbai
Indians.

The Jamaican, who was their
highest run-getter last season with
510 runs from 249 deliveries and

the tournament’s highest strike
rate of 204.81, was seen at
No 6 but by then the task
had become extremely
difficult.

World Cup winning
captain Eoin Morgan,
who was roped in to
bolster the wobbly
middle order, also
could not do
much as the ask-
ing rate had shot
past 13 by the
time he came
to bat at No 5.

In bowling
too, there was a tactical
blunder by holding
back their ace spinner
Sunil Narine till the
last over of power play.

On a day, their
biggest buy Pat

Cummins failed miserably, Narine
was given a go only when his IPL
‘bunny’ Rohit Sharma was well set.

It really defied logic to see such
a defensive strategy by a team now

coached by Kiwi great Brendon
Mccullum who is known

for his aggressive mind-
set.

Known to put up
a balanced side on the
park, Hyderabad
lacked strength and
experience in their
middle-order, fail-

ing miserably
against Royal

Challengers Bangalore.
Needing just 43 runs from last

five overs, SRH lost their last seven
wickets for 32 runs to lose the game
by 10 runs.

If that was not enough, injury
to their all-rounder Mitchell Marsh
has compounded their misery.

Skipper David Warner, after
being run out in an unfortunate
manner at the non-striker’s end, will
be keen to get into the act, while it
remains to be seen whether Kane
Williamson has recovered from his
injury to bolster the batting depart-
ment.

SRH bowling has always been
impressive and it seems the
think tank may bring in
Mohammed Nabi to bowl
alongside his fellow mate
Rashid Khan while
Bhuvneshwar Kumar will
spearhead the pace attack.

Dubai: Sunil Gavaskar on Friday
found himself in the midst of a
controversy for a comment on
India skipper Virat Kohli and his
wife Anushka Sharma but the
legendary batsman asserted that
his remarks, construed as sexist,
were misinterpreted.

Kohli had a bad day in
office on Thursday when he led
Royal Challengers Bangalore
against Kings XI Punjab. He
dropped two catches of rival
skipper KL Rahul and managed
only a run off five balls in chase.

While Kohli was still at
crease, Gavaskar said ‘India cap-
tain is keen to improve and he
knows that he can do so only by
practicing more and more’. He
then added that ‘during the
lockdown Kohli faced only
Anushka’s bowling and it is
showing that it did not help
much’.

Gavaskar was speaking in
Hindi when he made the com-
ment.

However, the comment did
not go down well with Kohli and
Anushka’s fans and some even
demanded his sacking from Star
Sports commentary panel, lash-
ing out at him on social media.

Reacting to it, Anushka also
issued a statement on her
Instagram page and said that
Gavaskar’s message was “distaste-
ful”. She was livid that her name
was unnecessarily mentioned
by a respected personality like
him.

She wrote, “That, Mr
Gavaskar, your message is dis-
tasteful is a fact but I would love
for you to explain why you
thought of making such a sweep-
ing statement on a wife accusing
her for her husband’s game?.”

“I am sure over the years you
have respected the private lives
of every cricketer while com-
mentating on the game. Don’t
you think you should have equal
amount of respect for me and
us?”

“I am sure you can have
many words and sentences in
your mind to use to comment on
my husband’s performance from
last night or are your words only
relevant if you use my name in
the process?”

“......Respected Mr Gavaskar,
you are a legend whose name
stands tall in this gentleman’s
game. Just wanted to tell you
what I felt when I heard you say
this.”

Gavaskar though said his
comments were not understood
in right context.

The remark according to
Gavaskar was in reference to a
video clip where Kohli and
Anushka were seen enjoying
some tennis ball cricket in their
compound.

“Firstly, I would like to say,
where am I blaming her, I’m not
blaming her. I am only saying
that the video showed she was
bowling to Virat. Virat has only

played that much bowling in this
lockdown period,” Gavaskar told
India Today.

“It is tennis ball fun game
that people have to pass time
during the lockdown, so that’s all,
so where am I blaming her for
Virat’s failures.”

Gavaskar also rubbished
allegations on social media that
he made a “sexist comment”.

“I’m the one who has always
batted for wives going with hus-
bands on tours. I am the one
who has always said that like a
normal guy going to office for a
9-5 job, when he comes back
home, he comes back to his wife,
similarly why can’t cricketers
have their wives with them,”
Gavaskar said.

He also tried to explain his
comment.

“As you can hear from the
commentary, Aakash was talk-
ing about the fact there has been
very little chance for any prop-
er practice in the lockdown, for
everybody...

“.....That has actually shown
in rustiness of some of the play-
ers in their first matches. Rohit
(Sharma) didn’t strike the ball
well, now in the second match he
has got runs, MSD (Mahendra
Singh Dhoni) didn’t strike the
ball well in the first match.”

“.....Anushka was bowling to
him, so that’s what I said, that’s
the only bowling, I have not used
any other word. She was bowl-
ing to him, that’s all, where am
I blaming her, where I am being
sexist in this.”

“I’m just only stating what
was seen on the video which was
maybe recorded by somebody in
the neighbouring buildings and
put up and that’s the only thing
I’m doing, but the point I’m
making trying to make is that
there was no practice for any-
body including Virat in the
lockdown. “...I have not been
sexist, if somebody has inter-
preted it, what can I do,”
Gavaskar said. PTI
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Shreyas Iyer, who was
handed the captain-

cy of Delhi Capitals in
2018, on Friday sur-
passed Gautam
Gambhir and became
the second most capped
captain of the franchise.

Iyer's side on Friday
played their second
game of IPL 2020

against Chennai Super.

This is Iyer’s 26th game
as Delhi Capitals’ cap-
tain. The 25-year-old is
now just behind
Virendra Sehwag who
has played 52 IPL match-
es for Delhi as captain. 

Iyer was one of the
players retained by the
franchise in 2018. On
April 25, 2018, the man-
agement of the Delhi
Capitals announced Iyer
as the new captain of the

team, replacing Gautam
Gambhir. The franchise
has had 11 captains so
far.

Iyer, who is the
youngest captain in this
year’s IPL, so far has
been successful skipper
for the Delhi Capitals. In
2019, Iyer also led Delhi
Capitals to the playoffs of
the season where they
lost against MS Dhoni’s
Chennai Super Kings. 
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