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Nearly 8-9 crore Indian, or
one in 15 individuals aged

over 10 years, may have been
exposed to coronavirus by the
end of August, according to the
findings of the second sero-
survey conducted by the Indian
Council of Medical Research.

In percentage terms, the
total people exposed to coron-
avirus will be estimated at
around 7 per cent, which is 10
times higher than the numbers
thrown by the findings of the
first serosurvey released on
September 11. It shows that
between the two surveys, the
infection has spread wildly.

“One in 15 individuals
aged over 10 years were esti-
mated to be exposed to Covid-
19 by August 2020,” ICMR
chief Balram Bhargava said.
“Earlier we had thought that it
does not affect those below 18,
but have now found there’s no
difference. The prevalence is
not different by age group or
gender.”

The survey was conducted
between August 17 and
September 22. As per its find-
ings, the prevalence of Covid-
19 among individuals over 10
years was 6.6 per cent, and in
adults (over 18 years of age)
was 7.1 per cent.

Since India’s population is
around 140 crore, the total
number of people exposed to
coronavirus could be around 8-
9 crore when we take out the
below 10 age group.

Incidentally, the findings of
the first national serosurvey
which became public on
September 11 indicated that
0.73 per cent of adults in India
were exposed to SARS-CoV-2,
amounting to a total of 6.4 mil-
lion Covid-19 infections by
early May.

Dr Bhargava also said that
the second serosurvey report
showed that urban slum and

urban non-slum areas had
higher SARS CoV 2 infection
prevalence than that of rural
areas. “Risk in urban slums
twice than that in non-slum
areas and 4 times the risk in the
rural setting,” the report stated.

Continued on Page 11
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Indo-China stand-off has
escalated as the Indian

Government has rebuffed
China’s provocative assertion
that Beijing didn’t recognise
Ladakh Union Territory and
was opposed to India building
military infrastructure in the
border areas.

The MEA on Wednesday
asserted that the country never
accepted the so-called unilat-
erally-defined 1959 LAC and
its position has been consistent
and well known to the Chinese.
India also asked China to
refrain from advancing an
“untenable unilateral” inter-
pretation of the de-facto bor-
der.

India’s reaction was in
response to China’s advice to
India position to abide by its
1959 perception of the LAC.

The Chinese Foreign
Ministry insisted it abides by
that LAC as proposed by then
Premier Zhou Enlai to Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru in a
letter on November 7, 1959.

Making this claim, China
in a statement to a newspaper
also blamed the Indian Army
for the ongoing tension for the
last five months in eastern
Ladakh. It also termed the
bloody brawl on June 15 in the
Galwan valley leading to the
death of 20 Indian Army per-
sonnel as an “unfortunate
event.”

Brushing aside the Chinese
claim of the perception,

External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Anurag
Srivastava said here, “India has
never accepted the so-called
unilaterally defined 1959 Line
of Actual Control (LAC). This
position has been consistent
and well known, including to
the Chinese side.”

Srivastava referred to var-
ious bilateral agreements
including the 1993 agreement
on maintenance of peace and
tranquility along the LAC,
1996 pact on confidence build-
ing measures (CBMs) and the
2005 agreement on political
parameters and guiding prin-
ciples for settlement of the
boundary issue, to emphasise
that both sides showed com-

mitment to reach a common
understanding of the align-
ment of the LAC.

“Therefore, the insistence
now of the Chinese side that
there is only one LAC is con-

trary to the solemn commit-
ments made by China in these
agreements,” he said, adding
the Indian side has always
respected and abided by the
LAC.
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Twenty-seven soldiers were
killed and 146 wounded

due to poor bullets and shells
between 2014 and 2019.

Gearing up for a long haul
at the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in Ladakh, the Army
has expressed concern over the
alleged poor quality of ammu-
nition leading to casualties
among soldiers.

The Army has noted that
more than �960 crores was
wasted on faulty ammunition
and this money could have
catered for buying more than
100 howitzers. These guns are
very effective in mountain
warfare and much needed on
the borders facing China.

Pointing these critical defi-
ciencies, the Army also said at
least 27 soldiers were killed and
146 wounded due to poor bul-
lets and shells in the period
2014-2019 and urged the
Government to take immedi-
ate steps. They included fixing
accountability and production
of top-class ammunition.

Most of the ammunition in
question was produced by the
Ordnance Factory Board
while it while it disposed off
�960 crore worth of ammuni-
tion in the same period before
their shelf life was complete,
officials said here on Tuesday.

The faulty ammunition
included 23-mm air defence
shells, artillery shells, 125-mm
tank rounds and different cal-
ibres of bullets used in infantry
assault rifles.

“Lack of accountability
and poor quality of production
has resulted in frequent acci-
dents over the years with
injuries and death of soldiers,”
they said. On an average one
accident has taken place per
week, internal data of the
Army from 2014 to 2019
shows. There were 403 inci-
dents between 2014 to 2019
due to which the Army suf-
fered 27 deaths and 146
injuries.

A significant quantity of
products was disposed off
without completing shelf life
due to poor quality. 

Continued on Page 11
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The Amnesty International
on Tuesday said it was halt-

ing all its activities in India due
to the freezing of its accounts
and “incessant witch-hunt”
over “unfounded” and “moti-
vated” allegations, claims which
were strongly denied by the
Ministry of Home (MHA).

In a statement, Amnesty
India said the organisation has
been compelled to let go of staff
in India and pause all its ongo-
ing campaign and research

work. “The complete freezing
of Amnesty International
India’s bank accounts by the
Government of India which it
came to know on 10 September
2020, brings all the work being
done by the organization to a
grinding halt,” it said.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, the MHA said the alle-
gations of Amnesty
International is unfortunate
and exaggerated and said that
the NGO violated the laws in
accepting foreign donations.

Continued on Page 11
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The five-member board of
doctors of the All India

Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) led by Dr Sudhir
Gupta entrusted to re-evaluate
film star Sushant Singh Rajput’s
post-mortem and viscera
reports has submitted its find-
ing to the CBI and ruled out
death by poisoning but raised
certain doubts on the autopsy
report conducted by the
Cooper Hospital, Mumbai. 

The report is big blow to
those who were claiming that
Sushant was first poisoned and
then hanged. The CBI investi-
gation has so far not found any
evidence to substantiate the

murder theory. The AIIMS
report has ruled out poison
allegation, leaving it for the CBI
to arrive at its own conclusion
on the basis evidences, if any.

The AIIMS team submit-
ted the report at CBI HQ. The
CBI is probing the death case
of Sushant and the agency is
seeking to ascertain whether it
was a murder or suicide.

“The AIIMS has submitted
the report. The CBI is studying
the report. The report is defi-
nitely a help in investigation but
not mandatory in all sense.
Certain doubts raised by the
medical board towards Cooper
Hospital and the previous
investigation agency which we
will try to answer and find out
the facts. The job of the agency
is to find facts which can stand
court of law with evidence. But
AIIMS medical report can’t be
ruled out completely,” a top
source said.

Continued on Page 11
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Hitting out at the
Opposition for going

against every single decision of
the Government, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday asserted that those
who lost “another source of
black money” were protesting
against the farm Bills.

“Those opposing farm laws
are insulting farmers,” the
Prime Minister said lashing out
at the Opposition a day after
Punjab Youth Congress work-
ers set a tractor on fire near
India Gate in the heart of
Delhi during protests against
the controversial farm laws.

“Several reforms, related to
farmers, labourers and health,
were brought during the
recently concluded Parliament
session. These reforms will

strengthen labourers, youth,
women, farmers of the nation.
But the nation can see how
some people are opposing it
just for the sake of it,” Modi said
while inaugurating  six devel-
opment projects in
Uttarakhand though video-
conferencing which included
water and sever cleaning pro-
jects and a museum.

Modi said the Opposition
has been opposing every deci-
sion of his Government,
including that is surgical-strikes
and construction of Sardar
Patel’s statue in Gujarat.

Continued on Page 11
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The Lok Janshakti party
(LJP) is expected to take a

final call on contesting the
Bihar polls as part of the NDA
in the next 24 hours. The BJP
top leadership is reported to
have conveyed to LJP chief
Chirag Paswan to accept 27
seats latest by Wednesday. 

The nomination process
for candidates for the first
phase of the State elections will
begin in two days.

Chirag met BJP president
JP Nadda on Monday and
demanded a decision on seat
sharing soon. He is reportedly
pressing for 42 seats, a demand
the BJP leadership has com-
pletely ruled out.

If the BJP and LJP do not
reach an agreement, the LJP is
likely to contest 143 out of 243
seats in the Assembly polls and
target the JD(U) by putting its
candidates against the Nitish
Kumar-led outfit.

Continued on Page 11
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A19-year-old girl, who was
gangraped in a village in

Uttar Pradesh’s Hathras district
two weeks ago, died of her
grievous injuries at a Delhi hos-
pital on Tuesday morning.

As news of her death
spread, protests broke out at
Delhi’s Safdarjung Hospital as
well as in Vijay Chowk and in
Hathras. Leading the protests
outside Delhi’s Safdarjung
Hospital, Bhim Army chief
Chandrashekhar Azad
appealed to all members of the
Dalit community to take to the
streets and demand the death
penalty for the four men
alleged to be involved in the
crime who were arrested and
will now face charges under
Section 302 (murder) of the
Indian Penal Code. 

“The Government should
not test our patience. We will
not rest until the culprits are
hanged,” said Azad, adding

that the victim was killed in the
hospital to silence her forever
and shield the culprits.

The Uttar Pradesh
Government  announced a
compensation of �10 lakh for
the victim’s family.

Hitting out at the Yogi
Adityanath Government in
Uttar Pradesh, the Congress
questioned the “silence” of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and women BJP leaders on the
issue and alleged that the state
has become the “crime capital”
of the country.

The party also staged
protests demanding justice for
the victim at Vijay Chowk. The
party said its leaders PL Punia,
Udit Raj, Amrita Dhawan and
other party leaders were
detained at Mandir Marg Police
station for the protest.

On September 14, the
young woman had gone to the
fields with her mother and
went missing soon after. She
was found later with severe
injuries and her tongue cut as

she bit it when the accused
attempted to strangle her, the
SP said while giving details of
the incident. She was brought
to Delhi’s Safdarjung Hospital
on Sunday night.

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said the young
woman’s death is a shame for

the entire society, the country
as well as for all Governments.
“It’s highly sad that so many
daughters are being sexually
assaulted and we have not
been able to protect them. The
guilty must be hanged at the
earliest,” Kejriwal tweeted. 

Continued on Page 11
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New Delhi: Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu on Tuesday
tested positive for Covid-19
but is in good health, the
Vice President Secretariat
said. Naidu, 71, who is
asymptomatic, has been
advised home quarantine.

In the evening, Naidu
had addressed a virtual event
on post-Covid healthcare
where he urged the private
sector to pitch in to improve
healthcare system in rural
India. “The Vice President of
India who underwent a rou-
tine Covid-19 test today
morning has been tested
positive. He is, however,
asymptomatic and in good
health,” the Secretariat 
tweeted.
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With the aim to facilitate
payment of minimum

support price (MSP) to farm-
ers for their kharif crop, the
Uttar Pradesh government has
allowed the purchase agencies
to go for loan or credit from
nationalised banks up to Rs
3,000 crore.

The purchase of paddy
starts from October 1.

This decision was taken in
the cabinet meeting held here
on Tuesday.

“The Uttar Pradesh State
Food Corporation has been
entrusted with the task of pur-
chasing paddy from the farm-
ers at MSP. The government
has authorised the SFC to go
for either soft loan or credit up
to Rs 3,000 crore at nominal
interest,” the state government
spokesman said.

He said the SFC would act

as a nodal agency and provide
money to the purchase centres. 

“It will be the responsibil-
ity of the SFC to collect money
and interest from the centres
and deposit it in the banks,” he
said.

The decision is significant
in the wake of protests by
political parties against the
recently enacted farm laws.
The MSP is at the centre of the
protests as the political parties
say that the procurement agen-
cies will not pay the minimum
support price to the farmers.

In another decision, the
state cabinet gave approval to
build power and public works
infrastructure for Greenfield
Jewar Airport at Noida with its
own resources. Earlier, the cab-
inet had decided to develop this
infrastructure on PPP model.
The international airport, the
land for which has been given

Continued on Page 11
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Lucknow (PNS): Irked at
being scolded by a neighbour
for spitting in front of his
house, a youth killed 11 pigeons
of the neighbour in Baghpat on
Monday. 

The police later registered
a case and were making efforts
to arrest the accused.  

As per reports, Rahul
Singh had the bad habit of spit-
ting outside his neighbour
Dharampal Singh’s house.
Dharampal admonished Rahul
on this score and reminded that
spitting was prohibited in the
wake of the coronavirus pan-
demic. 

To avenge the ‘insult’, Rahul
climbed onto the roof of his
neighbour’s house and blud-
geoned 11 pigeons kept in a
cage on Monday evening.
Upon learning of the incident,
Dharampal made a video of the
dead pigeons and lodged an
FIR against Rahul, who is on
the lam.
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Akhil Bharatiya Teerth Mahasabha, a
body of priests of the holy city

Mathura, has opposed the move to resur-
rect the Sri Krishna Janmabhoomi tem-
ple-Idgah dispute in the city. The
mahasabha said some outsiders were
trying to ignite the trouble in the other-
wise peaceful city and this issue was set-
tled over five decades back through an
agreement.

“Some outsider lawyers are trying to
vitiate the peace and tranquillity of the
holy city of Mathura. After the settlement
of the Ayodhya dispute, they are free so
they are now concentrating on Mathura,”
said Mahesh Pathak, president of the Akhil
Bharatiya Teerth Mahasabha.  

Asked about his political affiliation,
Pathak said, 

“I am associated with the Congress
and I belong to the family of freedom
fighters and I am a religious person.”

“The common man in Mathura and
the Teerth Mahasabha are not in favour
of the suit filed in a local court and the
case should be dismissed by the court. As
the situation obtains, we may also file
application in the court for Mahasabha to
be impleded as a party in the dispute so
that we may get an opportunity to put the

record before the court,” Pathak said.
Pathak said, “Even Mahant Nritya

Gopal Das, head of the Ram
Janmabhoomi Trust, who is a native of
Mathura, is not in favour of  resurrecting
the Krishna Janmabhoomi-Idgah dis-
pute. He had said on record that the deity
Ram Lalla was living in a makeshift tem-
ple in Ayodhya while Krishna Bhagwan
idol is installed in a temple.”

A civil suit was filed before the
court of civil judge, senior division,
Mathura on September 26 on behalf of
child deity Bhagwan Shri Krishna
Virajman, seeking the removal of the
Shahi Idgah, adjacent to the Shri Krishna
temple complex at Mathura. Ranjana
Agnihotri, an advocate of Lucknow, has
filed the suit. 

The UP Sunni Central Waqf Board
and the Committee of Management of
Trust of Shahi Idgah have been arraigned
as defendants in the suit. The suit seeks
recovery of 13.37 acres of land situated
within the area of the temple.

The suit claims that the trust, with the
help of some Muslims, encroached upon
the land belonging to Shri Krishna
Janamasthan Trust and the deity, and
erected a structure. The birthplace of Lord
Krishna lies beneath the structure raised
by the trust, the suit said. 

It was also claimed that Shri Krishna
Janmasthan Seva Sansthan, which is the
governing body of the temple complex,
entered into an illegal compromise with
the Shahi Idgah trust with a view to grab
the property in question.

The civil suit argued that the Shri
Krishna Janmasthan Seva Sansthan was
working against the interests of the deity
and devotees and fraudulently entered into
a compromise with the Committee of
Management of Trust Masjid Idgah
(Trust) in 1968 conceding a considerable
portion of the property belonging to the
deity and the trust.

The civil judge, Mathura, passed a
judgement on the suit regarding the
alleged “compromise between the Krishna
Janmasthan Seva Sansthan and the
Trust” on July 20, 1973. The present suit
has now prayed for “cancelling this judge-
ment”.

Meanwhile, Akhada Parishad based at
Prayagraj associated with the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad has already given a call
for starting a movement for liberating the
Krishna Janmabhoomi. 

According to Mahant Narendra Giri,
head of the Akhada Parishad, the next
meeting of the Parishad to discuss the
Krishna janmabhoomi issue will be held
in Vrindavan on October 15.
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Opposition parties upped their ante against
the Uttar Pradesh government after an 18-

year-old Dalit gang-rape victim lost her bat-
tle for life at a Delhi hospital on Tuesday morn-
ing. 

Leaders of Congress, Aam Aadmi Party,
Samajwadi Party and social activists staged
demonstrations to protest the incident and
shame the government for being insensitive
towards growing crimes against women. 

On its part, the police cane-charged
Congress workers during a demonstration in
front of the GPO and arrested more than 50
party workers, including City Congress chief
Mukesh Singh Chauhan.  Congress general
secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra hit out at the
Yogi Adityanath government over the incident.

Priyanka tweeted on Tuesday, “A Dalit rape
victim died in Safdarjung Hospital, Delhi. For
two weeks she struggled with life and death
in hospitals. Incidents of rape in Hathras,
Shahjahanpur and Gorakhpur have shaken the
state.” In another tweet, she again targeted the
Bharatiya Janata Party regime saying : “No
semblance of security for women in the state
and criminals are committing crimes in the
open. It is the responsibility of the UP govern-
ment to provide safety to women.”

Former chief minister of UP and Bahujan
Samaj Party chief Mayawati tweeted, “The
news of the death of Dalit gang-rape victim
of Hathras today is very sad. Government
should provide all possible help to the victim’s
family and ensure prompt punishment to the
culprits by prosecuting them in fast track
court.” In another tweet, she claimed “Even

daughters and sisters from other sections of
society are not safe in the state. The govern-
ment must pay attention towards it.”

Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
termed the death of the Hathras gang-rape vic-
tim a matter of shame for the country as well
as for the governments and demanded the
hanging of the guilty. 

“The death of Hathras victim is shameful
for the entire society, country as well as for all
the governments. It’s sad that so many daugh-
ters are being sexually assaulted and we have
not been able to protect them. The guilty must
be hanged at the earliest,” Kejriwal tweeted in
Hindi. Samajwadi Party spokesperson Sunil
Singh Sajan said that the incident had once
again exposed the deteriorating law and
order in the state. 

“The incident and death of a Dalit girl
from Hathras is a matter of shame. The girl
was brutally assaulted but the police registered
a case of eve-teasing as the accused belonged
to a higher caste like the chief minister. When
pressure mounted, the police were forced to
add sections in the case. Today the girl suc-
cumbed and the sole responsibility lies with
the chief minister of the state. There is a nexus
between criminals and those sitting in power;
such incidents like Hathras bring shame to all
of us,” Sajan said.

AAP MP and UP incharge Sanjay Singh
hit out at the state government for "giving shel-
ter to rapists" and asked why the houses of
Hathras rape case accused were not bulldozed.
He also demanded Rs 50 lakh as compensa-
tion to the family of the deceased and securi-
ty to her family as they were being threatened
by the sympathisers of the accused.

number of cases in district jails,”
he wrote in the letter. The DG
Prisons said that in some districts
the administration declared bar-
racks in jails as Level-1 Covid
hospitals to treat asymptomatic
inmates and deputed medical
professional which worked won-
ders. “Ballia, Jhansi, Etawah and
Basti jails are cases in point to but-
tress this fact. Almost 200 infect-
ed  inmates in each of these jails
recovered within 10 days without
any casualty due to proactive and
consummate  efforts of the
administration.  If this practice is
adopted in other districts, the pur-
pose of containment will be bet-
ter served. Transporting inmates
to outside hospitals may be resort-
ed to only on a need basis,”
Kumar asserted.

Lucknow (PNS): With the
prison brass initiating several
measures to check coronavirus
spread and adopting guidelines
for treatment of affected prison-
ers, Director General of Prisons,
Anand Kumar, wrote to district
authorities seeking dedicated
efforts in combating the pandem-
ic.  In a letter to all district mag-
istrates, district police chiefs and
chief medical officers, Kumar,
while acknowledging and appre-
ciating their assistance and sup-
port in battling the menace in
jails, said that there were some
issues of concern which need to
be flagged.

The DG said that guidelines
clearly enunciate and predicate
aggressive testing, tracing, isolat-
ing and treating strategy but in
certain districts, the rate of test-
ing of inmates was very low. 

“You will agree that testing is
the bulwark to combat and pre-
vent infection spread.
Asymptomatic carriers are the
main reason for this. Only aggres-
sive testing approach can offset
the spread,” he said. Kumar said
that in some districts, inmates in
temporary jails were sent to dis-
trict jails without following pre-
scribed testing protocols. “Later
they tested positive, defeating the
very purpose of temporary jails.
The net result is an increase in the
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The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment sounded a high alert

across the state with a Special
CBI Court in Lucknow set to
announce on Monday its ver-
dict on the demolition of Babri
mosque in Ayodhya on
December 6, 1992 .

Special Judge of the CBI
court, SK Yadav, will read out
his judgement from 10 am in
the presence of all 32 accused,
mostly on virtual platform due
to ailment of several politicians.
However, some of them will be
present in the court.

Sources disclosed that for-
mer deputy prime minister
Lal Krishna Advani and former
minister Murli Manohar Joshi
have been exempted from court
appearance due to their age.
While Uma Bharti is afflicted
by COVID-19 and recuperat-
ing in Bhopal, former chief
minister of UP, Kalyan Singh,
is recovering from COVID-19
and is presently in Ghaziabad.

Mahant Nritya Gopal Das, too
is not well after recovering
from COVID-19.

After 28 years of oft-
derailed probe and trial, the
process was completed this
month. The CBI Special Court
in Lucknow took up daily hear-
ing of the case since 2017, fol-
lowing a Supreme Court order.
The trial saw 32 surviving
accused appearing before the
court and recording their state-
ments under Section 313 of the
Criminal Procedure Code. All
the accused pleaded innocence
and claimed that they had
been framed in the case.

Minutes after the Babri
mosque demolition, an FIR
(No. 197/92) was registered
against unknown karsevaks
under sections 395, 397, 332,
337, 338, 295, 297, 153A of the
Indian Penal Code and Section
7 of the Criminal Law
Amendment Act at a Ayodhya
police station around 5:15 pm
on December 6, 1992.

Ten minutes later, a second

FIR (No. 198/92) was registered
under sections 153A, 153B,
505 of the IPC against LK
Advani, Ashok Singhal, Giriraj
Kishore, Murli Manohar Joshi,
Uma Bharti, Vinay Katiyar,
Vishnu Hari Dalmia and
Sadhvi Ritambhara for deliver-
ing hate-and-provocative-
speeches.

In a curious move, the
then government recommend-
ed a CBI probe into case num-
ber 197 but case No. 198
against the accused politicians
was handed over to the CB-
CID wing of UP Police. 

On August 27, 1993, the
state government shifted all the
remaining 48 cases, including
case No. 198, to the CBI for
probe.

The CBI later filed a con-
solidated charge-sheet against
40 people in all 49 cases in a
Special CBI Court of Lucknow
on October 5, 1993.

Two years down the line,
on January 11, 1996, the agency
filed a supplementary charge-
sheet against nine prominent
people, taking the tally of the
accused to 49.

Contrary to initial FIRs,
the CBI in its charge-sheet
came up with the argument of
having concrete and irrefutable
evidence to prove that the
mosque demolition was the
fallout of a larger and sinister
conspiracy. It also came up with
new names as accused, that
included senior Bharatiya
Janata Party and Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh leaders.
The charge of criminal conspir-
acy under Section 120(b) of the

IPC was added against the
accused.

However, a speedy trial
started from 2017 and last
month, most of the prominent
accused, including Advani,
MM Joshi, Kalyan Singh, Uma
Bharti, Vinay Katiyar and
Champat Rai (Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra
Trust general secretary) record-
ed their statements.

The trial in the case was
completed in the first week of
September after which the
court fixed September 30 for
pronouncement of the verdict.

Over the years, several
accused have died, including
Bal Thackeray, Ashok Singhal
and Giriraj Kishore.

Meanwhile, the UP Police
braced itself for the D-day and
all districts and Indo-Nepal
border were alerted.

ADG ( Law and Order)
Prashant Kumar said in
Lucknow on Tuesday that all
districts had been alerted in the
wake of the verdict.
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With recovery rate in Uttar
Pradesh breaching the

85 per cent-mark, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said
that his government was com-
mitted to providing better med-
ical care to the people and
would ensure that the patients
did not face any problem. 

Yogi directed that all Covid
hospitals be equipped well with
adequate availability of medi-
cines and medical oxygen.

Chairing an Unlock review
meeting at Lok Bhawan here on
Tuesday, the chief minister
said that Covid testing should
be aggressive and more high-
risk groups should be scanned. 

He asked the officials to
give emphasise on strong sur-
veillance mechanisms to con-
trol the spread of the novel
coronavirus.

Yogi directed officials to
link KGMU with hospitals of
the Health department and
SGPGI with medical institutes
and medical colleges under
Medical Education department
through virtual ICU. 

“It will help serious patients
in receiving better treatment
through specialists,” he said.

The chief minister stressed
that protection was the only
remedy against COVID-19 till
specific medicine or vaccine
was developed. He said that
mass awareness about precau-
tions through various modes of
communication should be con-
tinued.

Yogi said that eSanjeevani,
the online OPD service, was
quite useful and there was
need to publicise it widely for
benefiting a large section of

populace. 
He also asked the officials

that training modules of doc-
tors and paramedics be contin-
ued and asked them to pay
extra attention on Lucknow
and Kanpur Nagar for ensuring
better recovery.

Meanwhile, Additional
Chief Secretary (Health) Amit
Mohan Prasad said that the
number of recovered patients
was more than the fresh cases.
He said that recovery percent-
age in the state had gone up to
85.34 per cent .

Prasad said that there were
52,160 active cases in UP while
the number of recovered
patients stood at 3.36 lakh.

The additional chief secre-
tary said 1.60 lakh sample were
tested and there were 25,399
asymptomatic patients in home
isolation. He said as many as
3,647 patients were admitted in
private hospitals, 108 were in
semi-paid hotels while the rest

were in government-run Covid
hospitals.

He said over 3.90 lakh sur-
veillance teams had visited
1,25,065 areas of the state and
2.54 crore houses to check the
health of over 12.64 crore peo-
ple.

On Wednesday, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath will
inaugurate seven Level -2
Covid hospitals across the state
and with this, all the 75 districts
of the state would have Level-
1 and Level-2, Covid hospitals.

On the occasion the chief
minister would also launch a
month-long drive wherein
Health teams would visit
homes to prevent vector-borne
diseases like AES ,JE ,malaria,
dengue, swine flu, kala azar,
and chikungunya. 

From October 1 to 15,
ASHA Bahus would also enrol
children and pregnant women
who missed vaccines during
the lockdown.
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Lucknow University Vice-
Chancellor AK Rai inaugu-

rated the admission office at the
CPMT building on Tuesday.
The objective is to help stu-
dents seeking admission to the
university. Spokesperson
Durgesh Srivastava said it’s the
first time that an admission
office has been opened at the
university.

“We already had the office
of DSW and chief provost at
this building and now we have
the admission office which
will have all the data. Students
seeking admission can
approach this office and do not
have to waste time going at dif-
ferent points,” he said.

Meanwhile, with repeated
requests from candidates
regarding re-arranging of
choices filled in the ongoing
online off-campus counselling

process of undergraduate and
undergraduate management
programmes, the VC has
allowed the choices of all such
candidates who have already
locked their choices to be

unlocked so that they can re-
arrange them till 3 pm on
September 30.

The LU spokesperson said
such candidates will not have
to pay any fees for this process

as they are already registered.
All the candidates are advised
to give as many choices as they
want, especially those who
have secured lower ranks, so
that they are not denied a seat.
Thereafter, the allotment
process will begin, result of
which will be available on the
login of candidates.

Meanwhile, Lucknow
University is joining hands
with MGNCRE and a formal
MoU was signed by VC AK Rai
and chairman of MGNCRE
WG Prasanna Kumar on
Tuesday  through video-confer-
encing. The salient points of the
MoU are providing the course
curriculum developed by the
institute to LU and providing
the online course content to the
students and faculty members
of LU. A senior faculty mem-
ber said that Mahatma Gandhi
National Council of Rural
Education (MGNCRE) depart-

ment of Higher Education,
Union Ministry of Education
has taken the onus of strength-
ening the process of teaching
and learning with institution-
al systems and processes.

“Also, as per NEP-2020
guidelines, there is a need of
faculty members who can
adapt to the rapidly evolving
learning environment. MGN-
CRE is the fore-runner in var-
ious path-breaking activities
including propelling Rural
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p
Development (RED) activities.
Gandhi’s thoughts on village
self-reliance or Atmanirbhar
Bharat focus on village eco-
nomic activities would help in
promoting entrepreneurship
opportunities in manufacturing
and marketing rural products
and rural services and explor-
ing models of art, craft for
entrepreneurship, and for self-
reliance” he said.
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Central Drug Research
Institute on Tuesday felici-

tated three young researchers
for their contribution to drug
discovery and development.
The awardees included Bushra
Ateeq, Surajit Ghosh and Ravi
Manjithaya. They received the
‘CDRI Award, 2020’ for their
contribution in unfolding the
cancer knot. 

With a view to promoting
drug discovery and develop-
ment research in India, CDRI
had instituted the award in
2004 to promote scientific
excellence in the country and to
recognise the outstanding con-
tribution in the area of drug
research and development. The
award is given annually to sci-
entists below 45 years of age for

outstanding research work in
the area having direct bearing
on drug research and develop-
ment. Bushra Ateeq is cur-
rently an associate professor at
the department of Biological
Sciences and Bioengineering,
IIT-Kanpur, who has worked in
the area of prostate cancer.

Surajit Ghosh’s contribution
in discovery of nuclear localis-
ing cell penetrating peptide
(CPP) for anti-cancer drug
paved the way for his award. He
received the award in biologi-
cal sciences for the development

of efficient cell penetrating
peptides (CPPs) with tremen-
dous implications in medicine.
He is presently a professor in
the department of Bioscience
and Bioengineering at IIT-
Jodhpur.

Ravi Manjithaya’s work on
chemical genetics which pro-
vides mechanistic insights and
therapeutic potential paved the
way for his award. He is
presently working as an associ-
ate professor at Jawaharlal
Nehru Centre for Advanced
Scientific Research, Bengaluru.
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Lucknow (PNS): Brain samples
should be collected at places
maintaining the brain bank of
Covid patients to unravel the
knots and to unravel the mys-
tery of this novel infection.

This was stated by Dr PK
Seth, NASI senior scientist and
platinum jubilee fellow, Biotech
Park, at a webinar on ‘Mental
health: Causes and manage-
ment during Covid pandemic’,
organised by Indian Institute of
Toxicology Research and
Indian Academy of
Neurosciences.

Seth said Lucknow is a hub
of neuroscientists and stressed
that both basic and clinical
neuroscientists should come
closer to work on different
aspects of mental health, which
is one of the major challenges
in the present time.

IITR director Alok
Dhawan welcomed the distin-
guished speakers and members
who participated in the pro-
gramme online. In his opening
remarks, he said isolation
affects mental health to a great
extent but the behavior and
response of the society due to
mass isolation is a different ball
game. Emphasising that men-
tal state is very important and
the fact that a healthy mind sig-
nifies a healthy body, he said
that the webinar has been
organised to understand the
intricacies and follow steps so
that isolation does not affect
people and society as a 
whole.
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In a bid to strengthen contact
tracing in Lucknow, 15 con-

tacts of every Covid patient,
instead of 10, will be tested for
better containment. 

CMO Dr Rajendra Prasad
Singh said it would help cover
gaps and ensure effective con-
tact tracing. “This is our
endeavor and we are also get-
ting success to some extent
with regards to what we have
been doing so far,” he said. 

He said review of every
aspect of containment activity
such as surveillance, death
audit etc is carried out even as
people have become aware and
reach out to the health depart-
ment in case of symptoms.

On Tuesday, District
Magistrate Abhishek Prakash
had a meeting with senior offi-
cials at the Smart City office
and directed the teams out in
the field to test pregnant
women and senior citizens.

He also directed the offi-
cials to hand over the list of
referred cases to rapid response
teams. The DM said that mass
testing should be carried out in
areas with maximum cases. 

The DM said a home iso-
lation incharge should be
appointed for every CHC to
monitor the patients confined
to their homes. 

Meanwhile, a senior official
at the Health department
pointed out that 216 of those

who have died in the district so
far have been females while 467
males. As many as 18,468
women have tested positive as
against 51,659 men in
Lucknow.

Meanwhile, with the pan-
demic still in full rage, KGMU
is unlikely to begin liver trans-
plant programme which it had
been conducting successfully
till recently. While media cell of
KGMU said it has no informa-
tion on the issue, a senior doc-
tor said it was difficult to start
the programme in view of the
increased manpower required
for Covid ICU beds.

“We have been asked to
have 250 more ICU beds,

which means that each and
every department of KGMU
will be involved in Covid care.
We  are also running so many
wards which requires a good
number of staff. Also, the liver
transplant programme requires
a team complete with doctors
and technicians, which is not
possible at this time,” he said 

Meanwhile,  KGMU
achieved a milestone with
200th plasma donation at the
department of Transfusion
Medicine on Monday.
Spokesperson Dr Sudhir
Singh said the department is
being selected as nodal centre
to develop plasma banks
throughout the state. “A total

of 180 patients have benefit-
ed from plasma therapy till
date,” he said. The  first plas-
ma bank in the state was
inaugurated at KGMU on the
occasion of the Independence
Day. Doctors have always
maintained that the patients
have  to  be counselled and
motivated to donate plasma.
Besides, KGMU and and
Central Command HQ signed
a memorandum of under-
standing on Monday. “The
purpose is to provide a com-
prehensive and rehabilitative
medical care for acute man-
agement of casualties among
army personnel,” the KGMU
spokesperson said.

Lucknow (PNS): A 4-inch kidney stone was removed from a
patient at Balrampur Hospital on Tuesday. Director Dr Rajeev
Lochan said he had never such a large
kidney stone before. “It should actu-
ally go in some record books. We
removed 4-inch staghorne stone
along with 15 small stones from one
kidney of a 50-year-old patient,
Pandit Vishnu Dutt Tewari of
Rajajipuram,” Dr Lochan said. The
surgery was performed by Dr SK
Pandey and his team. The patient had
been in great distress for the past several years and he came for
operation recently. “Generally people try to avoid surgery and
keep delaying it while trying alternative medicines,” he said.
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Lucknow (PNS): A delegation
of Liquor Sellers’ Welfare
Association (LSWA) met
Principal Secretary (Excise)
Sanjay Bhoosreddy on Tuesday,
demanding that the licence fee
be refunded. LSWA media
incharge Devesh Jaiswal said
general secretary KL Maurya
and treasurer Shiv Kumar
Jaiswal handed over the
demand letter to the principal
secretary.

Maurya said LSWA urged
the state government to refund
the licence fees of sellers whose
shops were closed during lock-
down and also of those who
have their shops located in con-
tainment zones. He said the
sellers suffered huge losses due
to lockdown and closure of
shops located in containment
zones. He expressed satisfac-
tion on the state government’s
decision to exempt liquor sell-
ers from mandatorily availing
the quarterly quota of liquor.
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Police on Tuesday arrested
a cab driver who was

accused of harassing a beau-
ty parlour owner on Monday.
The woman had lodged a
complaint against the accused
on Monday night.

In her complaint, the
woman had alleged that the
cab driver started staring at
her in the rear-view mirror
and she objected. “However,
he overlooked my reserva-
tions and played music in full
sound while making amorous
advances towards me,” she
alleged.

She further alleged that
the driver had malicious
intentions and that was why
he played the music at high
volume. “He probably want-
ed to suppress my distress
calls,” she said. I reached the
parlour and hurriedly got

down from the car. Later, I
informed the police,” she said.

A police team worked on
the case and the accused,
identified as Kamla Shanker
Mishra of  Vishwas 
Khand in Gomti Nagar, was
arrested.
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A flower vendor was found
hanging at his house in
Hasanganj on Tuesday. As per
reports, Raman Kashyap of
Barauliya area in Daliganj did
not wake up on Tuesday morn-
ing and his father Ramesh
went to wake him up around 7
am but found the doors bolt-
ed from inside. As there was no
response from inside despite
repeated knocks and calls,
Ramesh peeped through a slit
in the door and found Raman
hanging from the ceiling with
a bedsheet tied around his

neck. He called the police and
a team reached the scene. The
police sent the body for autop-
sy and started further investi-
gation.

In another case, a 35-year-
old man, identified as Ravi
Gautam of Motijheel Colony in
Bazaarkhala, was found hang-
ing at his house on Tuesday
morning. His family members
rushed him to a private nurs-
ing home where he was
declared brought dead. Wife
Anamika told the police that
Ravi had returned home in a
drunken state the previous
night and had dinner before
leaving for his room.

“My mother-in-law woke
up early morning and found
Ravi hanging from an iron
rod with a dupatta tied around
his neck in the courtyard. Ravi
was rushed to a hospital where
he was declared brought dead,”
she said.
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A businessman accused

his manager/cashier of misap-
propriation of over Rs 3.94 lakh
in Gomti Nagar on Tuesday. In
his complaint, Inder Kumar
Narang of Alambagh said he
has a garments showroom at
Anand Plaza in Patrakarpuram
locality of Gomtinagar. He said
he had appointed Neeraj Pal of
Alambagh as manager/cashier
of the shop.

“During checking, I found
that Neeraj Pal had prepared
fake bills and usurped Rs 3.94
lakh. We ran the business in
partnership and got the
account audited. It surfaced
that Neeraj Pal had done
bungling in credit card sales.
He failed to give an explanation
and when he was asked to pay
the difference of the cash, he
refused,” Narang alleged. A
case was registered in this con-
nection.

0	�&����	'������	���()���������
���	�	���'��	�������	�������

����� �
����

As many as 532 people test-
ed positive for coronavirus

in the city on Tuesday while
788 patients recovered. The
death toll stands at 700 while
there are 7,259 cases are active
cases in the district.

A senior official at the
CMO office said those who
tested positive included 48
from Indiranagar, 42 from
Gomtinagar, 36 from
Jankipuram, 32 from Aliganj,
28 from Talkatora, 22 from
Chowk, 21 from Madiaon, 20

from Chinhat, 19 from
Vikasnagar, 16 from
Hasanganj, 15 from Cantt, 14
each from Thakurganj,
Mahanagar & Rae Bareli road,
13 from Alambagh, 12 from
Ashiyana, and 10 each from
Sarojininagar & Hussainganj.

There were 10 deaths in
the district and the deceased
included four from Lucknow
while six from other districts.
Four patients died at KGMU
on Tuesday.

In the state, 4,069 persons
tested positive, including 182
in Kanpur, 225 in Ghaziabad

and 246 in Varanasi, taking the
total number of cases to
3,94,856. There were 63 deaths
in the state , including five
each in Kanpur, Gorakhpur &
Varanasi, four from Hardoi,
three from Etawah, two each
from Meerut, Ayodhya,
Mathura, Bahraich &
Farrukhabad and one each
from Prayagraj,
Gautambuddhnagar, Bareilly,
Moradabad, Agra,
Shahjahanpur, Maharajganj,
Gonda, Bulandshahr, Sitapur,
Bijnore, Amroha, Jalaun and
Chitrakoot.
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After organising the highly
successful Kumbh 2019

as 'Divya Kumbh: Bhavya
Kumbh', the Uttar Pradesh
government will make the
next Mahakumbh in Prayagraj
as a memorable one with
exemplary arrangements and
grandeur.

Making this announce-
ment, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath asked the officials
to start preparations for the
'Mahakumbh' falling in 2025
and directed that the develop-
ment works in Prayagraj
should be planned while keep-
ing the next Mahakumbh in
mind. He also directed the
officials to observe 'Kalpvas' in
the coming Magh mela in
Prayagraj as per Covid proto-
col. The CM on Tuesday
directed the officials to expe-
dite the construction work of
Rajju Bhaiyya University in
Prayagraj besides fast-tracking
the Rs 1,600-crore Smart City
Mission in the Sangam City.
He also mentioned the park-
ing woes in Prayagraj and laid
emphasis on multi-level park-
ings in the city.  He further
pointed out that the construc-
tion of Lal Bahadur Shastri
Homeopathic Medical College
is lying pending since the last
two and a half decades and
should be completed fast.

The chief minister was
reviewing the development
projects of Prayagraj division
comprising Prayagraj,

Kaushambi, Pratagarh and
Fatehpur through video-con-
ferencing. There are 30 mega-
projects with a cost of over Rs
50 crore each in the division.   

The CM also directed the
officials to pace up the con-
struction of the medical col-
leges of Prataparh, Kaushambi
and Fatehpur in such a man-
ner that the teaching may be
started from the next session.   

The CM insisted on fol-
lowing all Covid protocols.
"Let us all understand it well
that protection is the only
option before us till some
medicine or vaccine comes in
the market,” he said while
asserting that the effective
surveillance system and con-
tact tracing can save many
lives from Covid besides
spreading mass awareness at
every level.     

Laying emphasis on main-
taining the timeline of all the
projects, he pointed out that
the utilisation certificate
should be furnished after
physical verification of the
project at the earliest. He
asked for completion of pro-
jects in time but with no com-
promise with the quality of
work. Complementing
Prayagraj in construction of
community toilets, the CM
laid stress on 100 per cent geo-
tagging of toilets constructed
under PM Awas Yojana and
CM Awas Yojana or Swacch
Bharat Mission.     

The CM asserted that the
money meant for develop-

ment should not be used else-
where, otherwise it would
invite stringent action from
the government. Generate jobs
under MNREGS work and
accommodate migrant labour
as much as possible, he added.
He also directed the officials to
conserve water in every pos-
sible way saying there is an
urgent need to revive and
conserve natural water bodies,
ponds and wells.    

He said that the repair of
roads should be undertaken
on a war-footing after the
rains are over. Make roads free
of potholes before onset of fes-
tival season. The CM said
that the paddy purchase cen-
tres should be set up whereev-
er required as the paddy pur-
chase season is commencing
on October 1. he asked the
officials to ensure that the
farmers do not get the price
less than the MSP.    

The chief minister said
that Rs one lakh crore have
been earmarked to improve
agriculture infrastructure. The
setting up of FPOs and con-
struction of warehouses and
other storage facilities should
be done on the priority basis,
he added.     

He directed the officials
concerned to facilitate loans to
the entrepreneurs to set up
MSME units. He also asked
the districts to showcase,
develop and market the prod-
ucts under One District One
Product (ODOP) in an organ-
ised manner. 
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Taken aback by the surge in
the number of Covid-19

patients, the Indian Medical
Association, the highest policy
making body of modern med-
icine practitioners have asked
the Government of Kerala to
declare a state of “Health
Emergency”.

Dr Abraham Varghese,
president, IMA (Kerala) said in
a statement to the Government
that the situation in Kerala is
precarious and requires strin-
gent action and an awareness
campaign. The number of cases
diagnosed with Covid-19 on a
daily basis is disturbing. But
what is of more concern is the
number of patients contracting
the pandemic through social
contacts,” said Dr Varghese.

The soft-spoken doctor
has been cautioning the author-

ities about community trans-
mission which was set long
back in the State.. He said the
Government should go for
strict social controls and regu-
lations to check the number of
people crowding at public
places and shopping centres.
“Offices and business estab-
lishments could work with
skeleton staff and there should
be restrictions on the number
of people who could gather in
public or private places,” said
Dr Varghese.

Though the official fig-
ures state that almost 58,000
people are under treatment in
the State for Covid-19,
Government doctors them-
selves say that the figure has
crossed 2 lakh mark. “The
IMA’s studies prove that the sit-
uation in Kerala is getting
worse by the day as shown by
the spurt in numbers. 
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Bengaluru: Karnataka Chief
Minister BS Yediyurappa's polit-
ical Secretary and MLA M P
Renukacharya on Tuesday said
he has tested positive for
COVID-19.

The MLA from Honnalli
constituency said he underwent
a test as some changes were
observed in his health condi-
tions this morning, and the
report showed him to be posi-
tive.     Appealing all those who
had come in contact with him
in the last four-five days to get
tested, he said, he was doing fine.

Chief Minister Yediyurappa
tweeted wishing for
Renukacharya's speedy recovery.
Several Ministers and legislators
in Karnataka including Deputy
Chief Minister Govind Karjol,
Law Minister J C Madhuswamy,
senior  Congress MLAs H K
Patil and Diensh Gundu Rao are
among those who have tested
positive for COVID in the last
few days. PTI 
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Renewing her attack on the
BJP Government Bengal

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Tuesday said it sel-
dom delivered on its promises
and resorted to communal
propaganda for the sake of
publicity during the 
elections.

The Chief Minister who
was currently touring North
Bengal said those in the central
Government “had promised
many things but delivered
nothing …they did nothing for
the tea plantation workers but
when it comes to voting they
would raise communal issues
to derive publicity.”

Claiming that her
Government had done more
than it promised Banerjee said

“we have continuously per-
formed. Despite having per-
formed so well for the past one
decade there is no publicity
because we do not engage in
communal riots… rather we
are defamed and become vic-
tims of disinformation cam-
paigns despite having worked
hard for the people of this
region whereas when the elec-
tions will come they will incite
communal riots to get cheap
publicity and votes.”

Earlier Banerjee had
attacked the Centre for bull-
dozing the opposition voice in
Parliament to pass a number of
“draconian anti-people laws”
like the farm bill and said the
people would take account of
that during the elections.
Bengal will go to Assembly
polls in May next year.

The Chief Minister on
Tuesday promised the planta-
tion workers their own houses
in a few years’ time. “The
Government will construct
houses for the plantation work-
ers in three years,” she said
adding “those who had come
and promised to you so many
things have done nothing for
you which can be proved by the
condition of the plantation
workers and industry here.”

Reacting to Banerjee’s
statements Bengal BJP presi-
dent Dilip Ghosh said “our
Chief Minister is a person who
loves to beat her own trum-
pet… If she has worked well
then it will be for the people to
see and for them to recognize
her services … but here it is dif-
ferent. The Chief Minister is
patting her own back.”

�6. '��-�	��-����,��
�	&�	�	����������%� KOCHI/CHENNAI: As the Indian Medical Association’s

Kerala branch demanded a state of Health Emergency
in the State, the number of new Covid-19 patients shot
up to 7,354 which include 7,036 patients who contract-
ed the pandemic through social contacts.

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, who briefed the
media after an all party meeting said that there were
61,791 persons under treatment in the State for Covid-
19 on Tuesday.

Neighboring Tamil Nadu is gradually bringing
down the number of cases on a daily basis without any
fanfare. On  Tuesday, Tamil Nadu diagnosed 5,546 new
persons afflicted with Covid-19. A medical bulletin
released by the Tamil Nadu Government said the num-
ber of patients in the State as on Tuesday were 46,281
which was well below that in Kerala. Tamil Nadu  saw
70 persons succumbing to the dreaded disease during the
last 24 hours.

Kerala, which had claimed that it tamed Covid-19
as early as May 8  is facing a precarious position.
Malappurm district alone diagnosed 1,040 new patients
while the capital city of Thiruvananthapuram diagnosed
935 patients. The Chief Minister blamed the Opposition,
particularly the BJP for the State’s  failure in countering
the pandemic. Tamil Nadu tested almost 85,000 persons
across the State while Kerala had to content with 53,000
persons. PNS
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Kolkata: West Bengal on Tuesday
reported  3,188 new cases of COVID-
19, taking its tally to 2,53,768, as per a
bulletin issued by the Health
Department.

The COVID-19 toll rose to 4,899
after 62 more people died. S i n c e
Monday, 2,961 people have recovered,
improving the discharge rate to 87.80
per cent.

There are 26,064 active cases in the
state at present. In the last 24 hours,
43,769 samples have been tested for
COVID-19 in the state, the bulletin
said. PTI 
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The Bombay High Court on
Tuesday reserved its order

on the bail applications of
accused actress Rhea
Chakraborty, her brother
Showik and others in the
Sushant Singh Rajput death-
related drug case, after observ-
ing that its verdict would have
“wide reach and repercussions”
and that it would pass separate
orders in all matters.

After hearing all the sides,
Justice S. V. Kotwal of the
Bombay High Court noted:
“Arguments on the matter are
closed.  The matter is now
reserved for orders. Due to
voluminous proceedings, the
order may take some time”.

“This judgment has wide
reach and repercussions. I will
try to write separate orders in
all matters, but I might end up
attributing Sayyed's arguments
of Sayyed (advocate for co-
accused Abel Basit Parihar to
(Satish) Maneshinde. Please
excuse me for that,” the Judge
noted.

At the hearing, Additional
Solicitor General (ASG) Anil
Singh argued for the state,
while Satish Maneshinde rep-
resented Chakraborty siblings',
advocate Tareq Sayed appeared
for co-accused Abdel Basit
Parihar. Advocate Subodh
Desai for Samuel Miranda (late
Sushant’s house manager) and
advocate Rajendra Rathod for
Dipesh Sawant (late Sushant’s
house help).

Rhea, Showik and other
accused in the Sushant death-
related drug case had moved
the high court after the Special
Court had rejected their bail
applications on September 11.  

Apart from Rhea and
Showik, the four other accused
whose bail applications were
denied bail by the special court
were: Sushant’s house manag-
er Samuel Miranda, house help
Dipesh Sawant and two alleged
drug peddlers Abdel Bashit
Parihar and Zaid Vilatra. 

Both Rhea and her broth-
er Showik are in judicial cus-
tody till October 6, while the
others are also either in NCB or
judicial custody.

On his part, Advocate
Satish Maneshinde argued for
the bail applicants that the
NCB had no jurisdiction to
handle the case after the
Supreme Court directed the
CBI to investigate the cases
relating to Sushant’s death.

In his final arguments
made on Tuesday, Maneshinde
reiterated the NCB had no
jurisdiction in the matter> “As
per the SC order, any case per-
taining to murder of Sushant

Singh Rajput and the sur-
rounding circumstances will be
investigated by the CBI. He
adds this case is related to the
investigation into the death of
Sushant Singh Rajput,”
Maneshinde told the high
court.

Maneshinde argued that
Section 27A being clubbed with
19, 24, and commercial quanti-
ty would also mean that it would
only mean for commercial quan-
tity and not for small quantity.

On its part, the NCB told the
court that it had the jurisdiction
to investigate the case against her
and several others, including
her brother Showik.

The NCB further said that
the Supreme Court has directed
the CBI to take over investiga-
tion, if any new case was regis-
tered “on the death of Sushant
Singh Rajput and the surround-
ing circumstances of his unnat-
ural death” and the direction
“was not with respect to the pre-
sent case” registered under pro-
visions of the Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Act,
1985.

“The present applicant
(Rhea) is prominent member of
supply chain of drugs and major-
ly she is handling finance
also…and used to manage,
finance for drug procurement
along with Sushant Singh
Rajput,” the NCB said in its affi-
davit opposing Rhea’s bail appli-
cation. 

Among other things, the
ASG told the court: “Rhea did
not disclose due to fear of arrest.
So it is harbouring. She knew it
was illegal but she continued.
Giving shelter is not letting
Rajput in her house, it is shelter
for the purpose of protecting
from arrest. Harbouring is a very
wide term in IPC. Rhea used to
get drugs at her house and then
given to Sushant Singh Rajput for
consumption....Rhea knew that
this is illegal activity”.

The ASG told the high court
that the NCB had evidence
about Rhea’s involvement in
financial transactions.   

It may be recalled that Rhea
was arrested on September 8,
after 19-long hours of grilling
carried out during a span of three
days. Her brother Showik had
been arrested five days earlier.

During the questioning,
Rhea reportedly admitted that
she had procured drugs for
Sushant through her currently
arrested brother Showik
Chakraborty, that she had
acknowledged that she knew
about Samuel purchasing drugs
for the actor from drug peddler
Zaid Vilatra and that she had
accepted that she had accepted
drug-related WhatsApp chats
between her and others
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Prior registration on a
Haryana Government por-

tal is a must for farmers from
outside the State bringing their
produce for procurement in
government-run “mandis”, a
senior State Government offi-
cial said on Tuesday.

In the wake of reports that
some farmers from neigh-
bouring Uttar Pradesh were not
allowed to sell their paddy
crop at government-run “man-
dis” in Karnal district a few
days ago, the official said there
is no bar, but they will have to
register themselves on a portal
and then wait for a message
before they are called.

Notably, the farmers have
to register on “Meri Fasal Mera
Byora” portal uploading their
details and then every regis-
tered farmer receives an SMS
when they have to bring their
produce. The official, however,
said that registration is manda-
tory for farmers looking to sell
non-basmati varieties of rice.

“This time, we have decid-
ed that from October 5
onwards the outside farmers
can also register and then we
will also give them a schedule
and call them,” Additional
Chief Secretary, Food and Civil
Supplies, PK Das told PTI over
the phone.

Asked to comment on the
Karnal incident, Das said
“those who are coming with
basmati, we are not stopping
them because the Government

does not have to purchase
that”.

“But if you look at it, when
we are telling farmers in Karnal
and elsewhere that we will call
them by sending SMS and
only then they have to come to
mandis with the produce, how
can we allow farmers from out-
side to come and sell at pro-
curement price (without regis-
tration on portal).

“If a farmer from outside
the state goes to some miller
directly for a private transac-
tion, we have no objection. But
for the paddy variety which the
government purchases at MSP,
what we are saying that we will
do procurement, but farmers
will have to come through the
system,” he said.

Giving an example, he said
if any mandi has a capacity to
handle 4,000 tonnes and if
14,000 tonnes of crop arrives
there because farmers are
allowed to come without any
registration “then there will be
complaints that we are not
handling it well and it is taking
days to clear the mandis”.

“We have a better system in
place whereby each and every

farmer is registered, he is
mapped,” the official said.

“When we have put a sys-
tem for Haryana’s farmers, we
cannot give latitude to others,”
he said.

Replying to a question,
Das said that after the passage
of the three agriculture-related
bills, the existing mandi system
and MSP mechanism will con-
tinue as before. “We will be
procuring in government man-
dis as earlier. So, those 

who are going to sell to
government mandis will come
there. We procure paddy
through the Arhitiyas (com-
mission agents) and we pay
them their commission, so
there is no loss to Arhitiyas as
far as the procurement quan-
tity goes,” he said. 

Farmer gets the MSP
which is the highest available in
the market, Das added.
“As far as the farmer goes, even
in the new law, MSP is the
highest price available in the
market, there is no loss to
him. And if there is a better
price available outside, the
farmer gains if he goes there,”
he said.

On some farmers alleging
delay in paddy procurement in
couple of the four districts,
where it started four days ear-
lier than scheduled date of
October 1, he said this year in
four districts Ambala,
Kurukshetra, Karnal and
Kaithal, some farmers brought
their paddy produce to the
mandi early.
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Schools in Andhra Pradesh
would be  re-opened for the

2020-21 academic year on
November 2, Chief Minister YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy
announced here on Tuesday.

“We wanted to open the
schools on October 5, but in
view of the prevailing situation,
we have now decided to re-
open them on November 2,”
the Chief Minister told district
Collectors during a video con-
ference.  Schools remained
shut due to the prevailing
COVID-19 pandemic in the
current academic year.

The state government ini-
tially announced September 5
as the re-opening day and later
deferred it to October 5.
Though the Centre is yet to
issue fresh guidelines on open-
ing the schools fully, the Chief
Minister set November 2 as the
date.

The Chief Minister said the

'Jagannanna Vidya Kanuka'
(Jagans Education Gift) would,
however, be distributed on
October 5 to all students.

A school kit, including uni-
forms, would be distributed to
the students under the freebie
scheme.

“If we distribute the kits on
October 5, students can get
them stitched and be ready
when the schools re-open on
November 2,” he said. The
Chief Minister, who reviewed
the progress of the 'Mana Badi,
Naadu-Nedu' scheme, under
which school infrastructure is
being renovated, directed the
District Collectors to step up
the works.

Of the 15,715 schools cho-
sen for renovation in the first
phase, works were yet to begin
in 153 schools, he said.  Start
the works immediately.The dis-
trict Joint Collectors should
monitor the works daily and
ensure that they are complet-
ed in time,” Jagan added. 
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated mega

development projects worth
�521 crore in Uttarakhand
under the Namami Gange
Mission through video confer-
ence on Tuesday. He inaugurat-
ed a total of eight sewage treat-
ment plants (STPs) including
four in Haridwar, two in
Rishikesh and one each in
Muni-ki-Reti and Badrinath. 

He also inaugurated the
Ganga Avalokan Museum, the
first of its kind on the River
Ganga at Haridwar and the

new logo for the Jal Jeevan
Mission. With the inauguration
of the STPs, about 15.2 crore
litres of contaminated water
will not end up in the Ganga
daily.

Modi highlighted the impor-
tance of keeping the Ganga clean
as it plays a significant role in sus-
taining the lives of about 50 per
cent of the country’s population
from its origin in Uttarakhand till
West Bengal. He termed the
Namami Gange Mission as the
largest integrated river conser-
vation mission which not only
aims at the cleanliness of the
Ganga but also focuses on com-

prehensive upkeep of the river. 
The PM said this new think-

ing and approach had made the
Ganga return back to life. Had
the old methods been adopted,
the situation would have been
equally bad today. Old methods
lacked public participation and
foresight, he added. Modi high-
lighted the fact that under
Namami Gange, projects worth
more than Rs 30,000 crore are
either in progress or have been
completed. He pointed out that
due to these projects the sewage
treatment capacity of
Uttarakhand has increased four
times in the last six years. 

The PM listed the efforts
taken to close more than 130
drains in Uttarakhand from
flowing into the Ganga. He
referred specially to the
Chandreshwarnagar drain which
was an eyesore for visitors and
rafters at Muni Ki Reti in
Rishikesh. He applauded the
closing of the drain and the con-
struction of a four storied STP at
Muni Ki Reti. Modi further said
that as it was experienced by the
pilgrims at Prayagraj Kumbh, the
visitors to Haridwar Kumbh
would also experience the clean
and pure status of the Ganga in
Uttarakhand.

He said fragmentation of
work- on an important subject
like water- into various ministries
and departments, led to lack of
clear guidelines and coordina-
tion. 

As a result, problems relat-
ed to irrigation and drinking
water continued to persist. He
lamented that even after so many
years of independence, piped
drinking water has not reached
more than 15 crore households
in the country. Today, about
one lakh households are being
provided piped water supply
connections every day under the
Jal Jeevan Mission. 
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Annoyed with the death of
alleged Hathras gang-rape

victim during the treatment,
the women and girls in scores
on Tuesday came on the road
at Beerbhanpur village in
Mirzamurad here demanding
stringent action against the
accused.

It may be said here that on
September 14 last ,  four
youths, said to be of upper
caste, allegedly gang-raped a
teenaged dalit girl at a village
in Hathras district. The youths
also made a murderous attack
on her. The victim lodged a
complaint with local police
that arrested all the accused.
In the serious condition, the

victim was admitted to a hos-
pital in Aligarh and kept on a
ventilator. 

When her condition
became more critical, she was
rushed to a hospital in Delhi
where she succumbed to
injuries during the treatment
on Tuesday morning.

Angry with her death dur-
ing the treatment, the scores
of women and girls of the
above mentioned village gath-
ered at Panchayat Bhavan in
the village and staged a
demonstration under the ban-
ner of an NGO Lok Samiti.
They also took out a rally by
tying black ribbon on their
mouths to raise their protest
against the incidents like vio-
lence against women, eve-

teasing with teenagers and
rape.

They said that they will
not sit silent against such
heinous crimes against
women and girls and demand-
ed the government to provide
security to women and girls.
They will also not tolerate
such incidents and demanded,
the government should take
initiatives to stop eve-teasing,
rape and violence against
women.

The accused of Hathras
teenage gang-rape victim
should be hanged to death,
they demanded adding, the
state government should also
give compensation to her fam-
ily besides, a government job
to a family member. The inci-

dents of violence against
women have risen in the state
and the government should
take stringent action against
the miscreants, they demand-
ed further.  

The programmes such as
street play, rally, public meet-
ing and signature campaign
would be held to generate
consciousness among villagers
about violence against
women, they said adding, now
the time has come that the
women and girls themselves
should take responsibility of
their safety instead of being
dependent on police. 

Anita Patel, Soni, Asha,
Saroj, Madhubala and many
others joined the demonstra-
tion and rally. 
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Union Ministry of Textiles
has sanctioned � 2.8 crore

under the project for the inte-
grated and inclusive develop-
ment and promotion of hand-
icrafts for the parliamentary
constituency of the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. This
was informed by the
Development Commissioner
(Handicrafts) Ravi Kapoor
while talking to the Divisional
Commissioner (DC) Deepak
Agrawal and other officers at a
meeting held through video
conferencing on Monday.
Agrawal had sent a proposal to
the ministry during the lock-
down period for the betterment
of the handicrafts of the city
and the same was passed in the
meeting.

The project will give new
life to the handicrafts in recov-
ering from the recession in the
handicrafts industry due to
the lockdown during the coro-
navirus pandemic period and
will benefit artisans of the city
and its surrounding areas relat-
ed to wood toy, stone, metal
painting, pink meenakari, black
crockery, jute wall hanging,
claw carving and glass beads.

Kapoor directed to start
work under the project imme-
diately after Dussehra under
the supervision of DC. Later,
Agrawal has nominated Joint

Commissioner (Industries)
Umesh Kumar Singh as the
nodal officer. While explaining
in detail about the project,
Agrawal said that modern
toolkits will be made available
to 2,000 handicrafts and 1,200
craftsmen will be covered by
various training programmes.
A two-month training in
‘Design and Technical
Upgradation’ and ‘Craft Skill
Upgradation’ and a five-day
‘Soft Skill Upgradation’ work-
shop will be organised. Apart
from this, catalogs will also be
prepared and publicised by
photographing the products
of handicrafts. The entire dura-
tion of the project is six
months.

Meanwhile, while review-

ing the progress of the major
projects in the district at a
meeting, the DC has instruct-
ed the senior officers to make
physical verification of
progress, instead of depending
on their subordinates. He also
directed them to monitor daily
progress and if required,
increase the number of work-
ers to ensure completion of
projects in time. According to
him, at Khirkhiya Ghat, the
possibility of construction of a
helipad is also being seen. He
gave the deadline to complete
the Rudraksha project by
December 15 as the chairs for
its auditorium are being
brought from Kolkata.

Expressing displeasure over
the slow pace of Godowlia

two-wheeler parking construc-
tion, he said that the same
should be completed by
December. 

According to him, the
work of Chetganj Fire Station,
State Livestock and Agriculture
unit, gate and boundary con-
struction of Nateshwari
Bhawani Temple, Sewage
Treatment Scheme and Water
Supply in Trans-Varuna areas
and Multipurpose Seed Store
Centre in Jansa have been
completed. Besides, the
progress of about 100 projects
including national highway
construction, bypass ring road
phase-2, Lahartara-Phulwaria
project, Panchkoshi to Nakai
road, construction of driver
training centre, IPDS works,
various ponds like Nadesar,
Chakra and Sonbhadra, beau-
tification works, revitalization
of ghats and redevelopment
works of the road junction of
the city were also reviewed
point-wise.

DC said that there will be
no compromise on quality as
the government has zero toler-
ance towards corruption and in
any case of laxity, action would
be taken against the concerned
officers and concerned contrac-
tors would be blacklisted.
District Magistrate (DM)
Kaushal Raj Sharma and senior
officers of various departments
were also present.
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As many as 340 people
defeated corona against

253 new Covid infected per-
sons which were reported with-
in the last 24 hours on Monday
night. 53 people freed of infec-
tion were discharged from var-
ious Covid hospitals. At the
same time home isolation of
287 people was completed. A
corona-infected patient died,
who hails from the neighbour-
ing district of Fatehpur.

According to CMO Major
Dr GS Bajpai, the number of
corona infected has so far
reached 18,913 in the district.
Home isolation of 3,085 people
was completed. As of Monday,
11,203 patients were treated at
home under the Covid proto-
col and were infection free.
4,364 infected people were
treated in Covid hospitals.

More than 3,300 Covid
testing were conducted in the
district on Monday.
Instructions have been given
that those visiting the vasecto-
my and other camps should be
subjected to Covid testing. Not
only antigens, RTPCR screen-
ing of suspects should be done.

On Monday, the district wit-
nessed three health workers
along with three advocates, an
auditor and two bank employ-
ees to be infected with COVID-
19. Five retired officers from
various departments have also
been victims of infection.

Twenty six infected
patients were admitted to
Covid Care Centre
Kalindipuram in the district till
8 pm on Monday. Unani
Medical College Himmatganj
has 13, 31 in Railway Hospital,
68 in Beli Hospital, 39 in
United Medicity, 30 in Sainath

Vatsalya AMA Hospital and
136 corona infected patients
admitted in L3 SRN Hospital.

The corona-infected
patient who died on Monday at
a private hospital for treatment
has been included in the dis-
trict's figures. According to
Nodal Officer for Corona Dr.
Rishi Sahai, the patient was
brought to a private hospital in
critical condition. He was a res-
ident of Fatehpur. The relatives
living in Kareli with him wrote
their home address and got
Covid examined.

In 24 hours, only one coro-

na positive patient has died
while 253 new corona positive
patients have been found. That
is, now the number of corona
patients is also coming down.
The Health department as well
as the city dwellers has
breathed a sigh of relief. In such
a situation, a little more effort
is required to be aware of and
to follow the rules of COVID-
19 to avoid corona.

It is a matter of relief that
now the number of patients
getting healthy is being report-
ed more than the corona infect-
ed. 

The number of patients
recovering after home isolation
initiatives has increased. On
Monday, 253 positive cases
were received, while 340
patients were also corona free,
in which 287 patients were in
home isolation and 53 patients
were discharged from Covid
hospitals. The number of coro-
na patients reached 18,913 and
the number of recuperating
patients is 11,203.

CMO Dr GS Bajpai said
that the number of corona
patients is decreasing. Everyone
will have to make a collective
effort to fight this pandemic, he
added.

ALLAHABAD (PNS): Three
people including father and son
were killed in two different
road accidents which took
place in Prayagraj district from
late Monday night to early
morning on Tuesday. Three
people including father and son
were killed in it. The bike-
borne father and sons died on
Tuesday morning due to a col-
lision with a tractor trolley at
Badraha intersection in
Karchana. The bike was hit by
a dumper before it collided
with a tractor trolley. At the
same time, a farmer died after
being hit by a tractor trolley
under the Tharavai police sta-
tion. This accident happened in
the late night of Monday.

Chhoteylal (55), a resident
of Chandapur Amilia village
under Koraon, was ill for sev-
eral days. Chhoteylal along
with his son Panchraj (22) was
in the city in the morning on
a bike to take medicines. While
they were trying to overtake a
dumper running forward near
the Bardaha intersection of

Karchhana  met with an acci-
dent. The dumper hit the bike
from the side. This led to
Panchraj's lost his control from
the bike and rammed into the
tractor trolley going forward.
Nearby people reached the
spot and caught the dumper
and tractor driver. Pancharaj
died on the spot, while
Chhoteylal was breathing then.

On receiving the informa-
tion, the police rushed to the
spot and took Chhoteylal to the
Community Health Centre,
where doctors declared him
dead. The police got some
papers from the bike and
Panchraj's pockets, through
which information was con-
veyed to his relatives.
Karchhana Inspector said that
the dumper and tractor driver
are being interrogated after
being taken into custody. So far
the relatives of the deceased
have not given written com-
plaint. Further action will be
taken after filing a report on the
basis of the written complaint
to be handed over by the kins

of the deceased. Meanwhile, in
Kusugur village under the
Tharavai police station in the
district, the farmer died after
being hit by a tractor trolley.
Paras Nath Yadav, a resident of
Kusugur village, left his house
at around 1 am on Monday
night to relieve himself. At the
same time, an uncontrolled
tractor trolley laden with clay
running from the village route
hit Paras Nath. When he fell on
the ground, the tractor trolley
knocked him down by crush-
ing him. Hearing the scream,
the family members and vil-
lagers reached there. The vil-
lagers rushed and caught the
tractor trolley. After beating
him, handed him over to the
Tharavai police which reached
there on being informed by the
villagers.. Paras Nath, 66, was
a farmer and he is survived by
four sons.

KILLED: In a sensational
incident, a Divyang (differ-
ently abled) youth was hacked
to death by some unidentified
miscreants on Monday night in

Semraha village under the
Karchana police station in
Prayagraj district. The Divyang
had gone to guard the farming.
The incident took place at
bedtime. The murderers hit the
Divyang youth with an axe on
his chest. On receipt of infor-
mation, police reached the spot
and inspected the scene of the
incident. The cops questioned
the family members and vil-
lagers in this connection. The
police are investigating but
failed to find out any clue of the
killers who are still at large.
Sunny son of Jalu Nishad, res-
ident of Semraha village in
Karchhana is a Divyang. On
Monday night, after having
dinner, he went to guard the
field. He was asleep at night.
Meanwhile, some goons
reached there and attacked
Sunny's chest with an axe.
When suddenly they assaulted,
Sunny started screaming and
shouting loudly. Hearing the
screams, the attackers escaped
from the scene until the vil-
lagers  reached there.
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Under the ongoing
‘Cleanliness Fortnight’

being organised on the instruc-
tions of the Ministry of
Railways, a painting competi-
tion was organised for school-
children under 'Clean
Competition' at Diesel
Locomotive Works (DLW)
here on Tuesday. During the
fortnight the entries of paint-
ing competition on the subject
of COVID-19 and sanitation
were invited online from the
schoolchildren from the fam-
ilies of DLW workers. The
contest was divided into two
categories, for students up to
Class V and above. A large
number of entries were
received in this painting com-
petition in which the children
have brilliantly highlighted the

importance of cleanliness dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic
period through their imagina-
tion. The result of the compe-
tition will be announced later,
informed CPRO Vaibhav

Sohane.
Earlier, under the fort-

night, 'Clean Water' and 'Clean
Lavatory’ programmes were
organised in DLW a day ago.
Under the ‘Clean Water’ pro-

gramme, major sources of
water harvesting, water instal-
lations, filter plants, drains for
water supply, etc. were special-
ly cleaned in the entire campus.
In addition, special cleaning of
RO purifiers and other filter
machines installed at various
locations was ensured. Also,
special attention was paid to
rain water harvesting systems
installed throughout the cam-
pus. 

Under the ‘Clean Lavatory’
programme, extensive sanita-
tion of public toilets located in
the entire campus including
offices, workshops, hospitals /
health centres and rest houses
was done and water availabil-
ity was ensured in all the lava-
tories. 

During their inspection,
satisfaction was expressed by
the concerned authorities.
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Prayagraj Development
Authority bulldozed yet

another property of Atique
gang’s sharp-shooter Rashid
on Beli Road of the city. This
property was raised on state
land, if the officials are to be
believed.

Women residing there
opposed the demolition act
tooth and nail, but added
deployment of women police
compelled them to vacate the
premises for allowing the bull-
dozers and JCB machines to
complete the task. Under pre-
planned strategy women resid-
ing there refused to come out
and started raising slogans
against the government. The
police officials asked for
increasing the number of
women police constables and

officials at the site, and later the
women police succeeded in
bringing the situation under
control. After coming out these
women sat on a dharna on the

road, but were removed from
there after some time.

The PDA had pasted a
demolition notice on the above
building much earlier and the

family members of Rashid were
quite alert. Only women and
children were residing there to
deal with the situation. They
were pleading that the officials
were denying them of right to
shelter. The same point was
raised by the Samajwadi Party
leader Richa Singh when the
house of Atique Ahmed was
pulled down in Chakiya area of
the city.

The officials are of the
view that action will continue
against illegal and unauthorised
construction raised using mus-
cle and gun power. Till today
13 properties of Atique Ahmed
and his near and dear ones have
been demolished, and over 10
have been put under seal. This
Beli Road action was the fourth
in a row on shooters and
contract killers of the Atique
gang.
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Rajbhasha Pakhwara clos-
ing ceremony and seminar

was inaugurated by the General
Manager Rajiv Chaudhry at
North Central Railway
Headquarters by garlanding
Goddess Saraswati and lighting
the ceremonial lamp.
Addressing the officers and
staff present in HQ and those
connected through video con-
ference, Chaudhary said that
Hindi is definition of national
pride and self-respect. Hindi is
also a symbol of the national
values that we have inherited
from our rich heritage and
national movement. For these
reasons, Hindi reflects the
sense of unity in diversity as the
lingua franca of the entire
country. Hindi is now being
used in different mediums of
information technology and
its use is spreading rapidly. The
area under North Central

Railway has been the birthplace
or workplace of well-known
Hindi writers and Hindi has
rich history in this area.

Chaudhry while expressing
his views on Gandhiji's life,

deeds and philosophy said that
Hindi is the real symbol of
Mahatma Gandhi's swaraj. In
North Central Railway, the
150th anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi has been celebrated as

Community Service Day and it
was organised as a mission
called 'Swachhata Hi Seva' from
September 11 to October 2 last
year. Through various sanita-
tion works and programmes to
be organised on October 2,
2020 we are taking steps on the
call of the Prime Minister to
move towards the nation
dreamed by Mahatma Gandhi.
The GM said that notable
works are being done in
spreading the use of Rajbhasha
in North Central Railway. Our
offices are implementing it in
their internal functioning as
per the Official Language Act
and special attention is being
given on compliance of Section
3 (3) and other important
guidelines on use of Hindi. He
also informed that work done
by North Central Railway in
promoting use of Hindi has
been appreciated by the
Parliamentary Committee on
Official Language.
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The district has seen a big
spike in corona cases on

Tuesday when 222 new
COVID-19 patients have been
detected, increasing the total
number of cases to 13,224.
Besides, the district also saw
three more deaths, increasing
the toll to 216. During the day,
the follow-up negative reports
included 186 patients and 185
of them were recovered from
home isolation, increasing the
number to 8,728 and just one
has been discharged from the
hospital and the number of
cured patients from the hospi-
tals has reached 2,665. The total
number of cured patients is
now 11,393, leaving 1,615
active patients. The recovery
rate has declined slightly to
86.15 per cent and the mortal-
ity rate remained at 1.63 per
cent.

Meanwhile, on the instruc-
tions of District Magistrate
(DM) Kaushal Raj Sharma,
antigen and other testing con-
tinued at various government
hospitals, community/ prima-
ry health centres
(CHCs/PHCs) apart from

UPHCs and other places.
Hundreds of such tests were
done at different hospitals and
other places during the day
while a day ago three persons
were found positive out of 490
tests done at Shree Shiv Prasad
Gupta (SSPG) Hospital,
Kabirchaura, while four out of
370 at adjacent Government
Women’s Hospital, three out of
78 from Swami Vivekanand
Government Hospital,
Bhelupur, 10 out of 222 at LBS
Hospital, Ramnagar and five

out of 260 at Sir Sundarlal
Hospital (SSH), Banaras Hindu
University (BHU). However, all
the 61 tests were negative at
Shivpur CHC, 28 at Konia
UPHC and 13 at Shakkaghat,
Telianala Prahlad Ghat and
Rajghat.

Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) Dr VB Singh has
informed that in the first report
of the day by 11 am, 171 posi-
tive patients were detected out
of 4,189 received reports. Till
then, the total test reports

received were 2,01,333 and the
results of 4,875 are awaited. Out
of them, 1,88,160 were nega-
tive, while 13,173 positive. The
total number of samples col-
lected was 2,16,473. Earlier, two
males aged 48 and 55 and a
female (45) from Assi, Bhatti
(Lohta) and  Khojwa
(Bhelupur) respectively suc-
cumbed to COVID-19 at SSH
BHU while a female (59) from
Ishwargangi died at DDU
Hospital. Besides, with the
addition of eight new red
zones, the total number of
hotspots has increased to 2,021
including 360 red zones. Seven
green zones have been convert-
ed into red zones again. There
are 1,661 green zones with
seven new ones. CMO has
also informed that the Health
department has distributed
10,224 ivermectin tablets to
1,278 persons. So far, 9.67 lakh
tablets were distributed to 1.20
lakh persons and out of them,
7.76 lakh tablets to 97,097 per-
sons were distributed only by
the Health department while
rest of tablets by other depart-
ments including Supply and
Education departments and
Civil Defence so far.  
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The Swachhta Pakhwada is
being observed from

September 16 to 30 on the
entire Indian Railways. Under it
a webinar was organised under
the presidentship of AGM Amit
Kumar Agarwal at headquar-
ters, Gorakhpur, on Monday.
The webinar was virtually
joined by 55 officials, including
principal heads of various
departments, heads of the
department, ADRM of divi-
sions. AGM through the webi-
nar emphasised on the impor-
tance of cleanliness in protection
from Covid-19. He appealed to
railway workers, railway pas-
sengers and railway personnel
to imbibe the practical steps
which can be adopted for pro-
tection from Covid-19.
Agarwal said that the Railways
organised the cleanliness fort-
night from September 16 to 30
every year during which sched-
uled programmes like intensive
cleaning of tracks, trains, toi-
lets, stations, depot premises,
water points, canteens and
other work places was ensured.
Deputy Chief Mechanical
Engineer/ ENHM AP Pandey

and BN Chaudhary
ACMS/Izzatnagar division
made a presentation on the
topic, ‘Contribution of cleanli-
ness in prevention of Covid.’
Other speakers gave informa-
tion about the use of masks for
prevention of Covid, its reuse
and its safe disposal and  prop-
er way to sanitise the hand.  they
also informed about the process
of properly sanitising the sur-
faces that ones come in contact
again and again. Apart from it
the work being done by the NER
for protection from Covid was
also included in the lecture.
Chief Rolling Stock
Engineer/Coaching Yogesh
Mohan conducted the proceed-
ings during the webinar. In the
same sequence under the fort-
night various cleanliness pro-
grammes were conducted under
the supervision of the designat-
ed officers at Izzatnagar,
Lucknow and Varanasi divi-
sions. On Monday cleanliness
programmes were conducted in
Varanasi division under ‘Clean
Food’, in Lucknow Division
under ‘Clean Toilet’ and in
Izzatnagar division under
‘Plantation’. The norms of social
distancing and Covid-19 were

followed during all sanitation
programmes.  In Varanasi divi-
sion under the supervision of
designated officers under the
cleanliness programme under
the ‘Clean Food’ cleanliness
was ensured  at food stalls, Jan
Aahar centres at various stations
etc.  In Lucknow division under
the ‘Clean Toilets’ programme
under the supervision of the
designated officials cleanliness
at toilets in Gorakhpur Junction,
Lucknow Junction, Basti,
Gonda, Badshahnagar,
Khalilabad, Mankapur,
Anandnagar, Balrampur, Barhni,
Bahraich, Budhwal, Babhnan,
Gomtinagar, Jarwal Road,
Lucknow City, Mahmudabad
Awadh, Maskanwa, Nautanwa,
Naugarh, Sitapur, Aishbagh
stations etc were ensured
besides and availability of water
and its drainage there. On the
other hand, plantation and
cleanliness was carried out
under the supervision of all the
branch officers at all stations and
offices under Izzatnagar divi-
sion. Meanwhile such cleanliness
programme will be run contin-
uously till September 30, Chief
Public Relations Officer (CPRO)
Pankaj Kumar Singh said.
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District Magistrate Sushil
Kumar Patel has directed

the officials concerned to keep
a close watch on Corona
patients who were under home
isolation. At a meeting held at
Covid hospital located in
Trauma centre in district hos-
pital on Monday, the DM
directed the ACMO to remain
updated about each patient,
especially those who were in
their houses and under med-
ical observation. He said details
of such patients like tempera-
ture, improvement observed,
medicines and treatment
should be taken. He made it

clear that such patients should
be brought to Covid hospital
without inordinate delay if
improvement was not as per
expectations. The DM was

apprised by the ACMO that
out of 1,05,510 tests, report of
1,03,105 had been received and
22 cases were found positive on
Sunday. The meeting was
attended by ADM UP Singh,

SIC Alok Kumar apart from
other officials concerned.

BODIES FOUND: The
Kachhawaan police recovered
two bodies at Baraini Ghat of
Ganga on Monday. One of
them was identified as of Vinay
Sahu, son of Siya Ram, a resi-
dent of Ratanganj under Katra
Kotwali police station, who had
jumped into Ganga from Shastri
Bridge two days ago. The second
victim was identified as Shivam,
a resident of Baraini village
under  Kachhawan police sta-
tion, who had drowned at very
that place. After recovering
the bodies the police sent their
bodies for the post-mortem
examination.
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Avirtual meeting of the Nagar Rajbhasha
Karyanvayan Samiti, Gorakhpur, was held

under the presidentship of Additional General
Manager, North Eastern Railay (NER), Amit
Kumar Agarwal, on Monday. Addressing it
Agarwal said the month of September was very
important for the Central Government estab-
lishments from the point of view of use and
spread of Hindi. On the occasion of ‘Hindi Divas’
on September 14  all Government of India estab-
lishments were organising Rajbhasha
Week/Rajbhasha Pakhwada in their respective
offices. He said due to coronavirus pandemic
they were not able to sit together and discuss but
during this time despite being far were still pre-
sent to communicate through virtual means.
This innovative exper-
iment according to the
time has also provided
a new opportunity to
work with full trans-
parency through e-
office. Now it was nec-
essary that we all pre-
pared ourselves men-
tally to work on e-
office. There may have
been some difficulties in the initial phase, but
with continuous efforts we are being able to do
our tasks more efficiently, he said. He expressed
the hope that work in all offices was also being
done through e-office. The official language has
also made considerable progress in this direc-
tion. New tools have also been made available
for working in Hindi, due to which working in
it has now become simple and easy. Under
Article 351 of the constitutional provision
related to official language, Hindi, it was the
responsibility of the heads of the department to
increase its use and ensure its spread in the
offices. It should be ensured that the report was
received on time, he said. The officers should
note that their half-yearly reports were sent to
the committee office at the scheduled time. Also
quarterly reports should be regularly posted on
the Rajbhasha portal of the Ministry of Home

Affairs so that they could be reviewed proper-
ly, he said. Earlier Chief Rajbhasha Officer and
Chief Mechanical Engineer Arvind Kumar
Pandey welcomed everyone and said that there
was a provision to hold two meetings of this com-
mittee in a year  whose calendar was scheduled
in April and September. However, the meeting
scheduled to be held in April could not be held
due to Corona pandemic. He expressed the hope
that official language-related programmes must
have been organised in all the offices. “Being
located in ‘A’ area we all have a moral obligation
to work in Hindi and encourage our subordi-
nate employees to work in it,” he said.  Deputy
Director, Rajbhasha, Ministry of Home Affairs,
Ajay Malik, directed officers and employees to
work in accordance with the policies of the
Rajbhasha as well as send timely reports to the

Ministry of Home
Affairs. During the
meeting sugges-
tions of members
of the committee
were sought by the
rajbhasha officer.
Deputy General
Manager/ General
and deputy chief
Rajbhasha officer

Omkar Nath Singh while proposing the vote of
thanks said that due to Corona pandemic doing
all official work online through e-office has now
become the need of the hour and everyone was
doing it through it with full readiness. The deci-
sions taken in this meeting should be imple-
mented in the respective offices and reports
should be sent on the portal of the Ministry of
Home Affairs on time as well as to the committee
offices, he said. While conducting it Rajbhasha
Officer Dhruv Kumar Srivastava informed the
members about compliance status of key decisions
of the minutes of previous meeting. Besides Deputy
Director, Ministry of Home Affairs, Rajbhasha
Department, Ajay Malik, the meeting was attend-
ed by principal heads of department, heads/repre-
sentatives of Central Government offices, corpora-
tions and enterprises located in Gorakhpur city and
officers and employees of Rajbhasha department. 
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Director General, Railway
Protection Force (RPF),

Railway Board, Arun Kumar
honoured officers, inspectors
and Force members in the
RPF, NER, with the DG’s
insignia disc and commenda-
tions for their outstanding ser-
vice in the year 2019. In addi-
tion DG honoured officers,
inspectors and Force members
of NER with commendation
certificates for their highly
praiseworthy work done in view
of Covid-19. These awards were
presented by Principal Chief
Safety Commissioner (PCSC),
RPF, Atul Kumar Srivastava, to
all officers, inspectors and
members of the Force, which is
a matter of pride for the NER’s
Safety department. DG, RPF,
Railway Board, Arun Kumar,
honoured NER’s Security
department’s Senior Divisional
Security Commissioner/

Lucknow, Amit Kumar Mishra,
inspector, Crime Intelligence
branch, Gorakhpur, Dashrath
Prasad, S-I, Siwan, Ram Vilas, S-
I, Varanasi, Sudhakar Tiwari,
ASI/ Varanasi, Virendra Kumar
Chaubey and constable, Reserve
Company, Gorakhpur,
Ramendra Singh, with DG’s
insignia disc and commenda-
tions for their outstanding ser-
vice in the year 2019 and for
most praiseworthy work in view
of Covid-19 Ravi Shankar Singh,
Assistant Security Commissioner,
RPF, Gorakhpur region, Abhay
Kumar Rai, inspector, Crime
Intelligence Branch, Praveen
Kumar, inspector, RPF post,
Gonda, Narendra Kumar, inspec-
tor, RPF post, Basti and Manoj
Kumar Singh, inspector, RPF
post, Gorakhpur Cantonment
with commendation certifi-
cates.  These awards were pre-
sented by PCSC RPF AK
Srivastava to all officers, inspec-
tors and members of the Force.
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Shubham Singh Barhaj, a
resident of Jai Nagar under

the Barhaj police station area of
Deoria, who carried a reward
of �25,000 on his  head was
arrested on Monday night. He
was surrounded by Cantt police
near Ramnagar Karjahan
under Khorabar police station
while he coming from Deoria
side. He tried to flee by firing
at police but was given a hot
chase and was caught along
with a motorcycle. On frisking
him a 315 bore pistol was recov-
ered from his possession.
Reports said that Shubham Singh
had been dodging the police for
the past seven days. CO Cantt
Sumit Shukla said that a case of
attempt to murder and under
Arms Act was registered against
Shubham at the Cantt station. He
said that Shubham tried to escape
by firing on policemen, but was
given a chase and was caught
along with the motorcycle.

KANPUR (PNS):  Kanpur
Nagar reported 182  more
coronavirus positive cases on
Tuesday  evening. 

According to a report 182
more people testing positive
between  Monday evening and
Tuesday   evening, the tally of
the confirmed coronavirus
cases in the city had surged to
24827.

With 355 COVID-19
patients being discharged in the
last 24 hours, 20,768 infected
people had been cured in the
city. 

Five COVID-19 deaths
were reported till Tuesday
evening, taking the death toll to
649.  At present 3410 active
cases were  undergoing treat-
ment in the city. 
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Dozens of lab technicians
engaged in rapid response

and contact tracing teams went
berserk on Tuesday. They
struck work and staged a mas-
sive demonstration at UHM
Hospital in protest against non-
disbursement of their salaries
for the past two months. 

Hearing about the ruckus
in front of the Covid Control
Room, Chief Medical Officer
Dr Anil Mishra made a futile
attempt to pacify the protesting
lab technicians. 

The protesters said due to
non-receipt of salary for the
past two months, it was very
difficult to sustain their fami-
lies. They said despite appris-
ing the officials about their
woes several times in the past,
no solution had come so far,
forcing them to resort to
protest. 

According to reports,
around 100 lab technicians
engaged from outsourcing
refused to visit the allotted
areas on Tuesday morning.
This greatly affected the sam-
pling and Covid testing work. 

On being informed about
the demonstration, Chief
Development Officer Mahesh
Kumar along with Dr Anil
Mishra held a meeting with the
lab technicians at the UHM
Hospital conference room and
assured them of early release of

their salary. 
However, the officials failed

to give any satisfactory reply on
the delay in disbursement of
salaries to the lab technicians.

Kumar, while talking to the
irate lab technicians, said it was
their devotion which had
helped in containing the spread
of coronavirus. 

“The number of coron-

avirus infected people has start-
ed coming down during the
past one week. The state
administration has also praised
the efforts of district officials
for this. Keeping all this in view,
it is not good to resort to such
types of agitation,” he added. 

Talking to media persons,
Kumar denied any agitation by
the lab technicians. He said

they went berserk due to delay
in release of work order. He
said all the lab technicians
were engaged in his RRT Plus
Team and were doing their
work satisfactorily. 

Kumar said under a
scheme, technicians would be
given incentive of Rs.500 for
collecting samples beyond the
given target. 
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Hundreds of KESCo officers
and employees took out a

torch procession from Bijli
Ghar, Parade Crossing, on
Monday evening in protest
against the privatisation of
their company.

As the power staff marched
to the KESCo headquarters, the
additional city magistrate
(ACM) received their memo-
randum at the MG Crossing. 

Speaking on the occasion,
Vidyut Karmachari Sanyukta
Sangharsh Samiti spokesperson
Vijay Tripathi said with the pri-
vatisation of Purvanchal Vidyut
Vitran Nigam, the services of
its employees would be affect-
ed. 

He said the private com-
pany would provide electricity
to commercial and industrial
consumers on priority to earn
more revenue as was being
done in Noida and Agra. 

Tripathi said the private
company would not provide
electricity to any consumer at
less than the cost price. 

He said the UP Power
Corporation Limited was pro-
viding electricity to farmers
and the below the poverty line
(BPL) consumers having a
monthly consumption up to
500 units, by sustaining loss,
but after privatisation, these
consumers would have to pay
between Rs.8,000 and
Rs.10,000 per month for elec-
tricity consumption. 

Tripathi alleged that
Torrent Power Limited was
“looting” the consumers in
Agra by violating the pre-
scribed terms and conditions. 

He said the Comptroller
and Auditor General (CAG)
team had also unearthed the
financial scam of Torrent
Power Limited but no action
had been initiated against the
private power distribution
company. The Vidyut
Karmachari Sanyukta
Sangharsh Samiti spokesperson
said the decision of the state
government to privatise the
UPPCL discoms was not in the
interest of its employees and
consumers. He said if the pro-
posal for privatisation of dis-
coms was not withdrawn, the
power employees, junior engi-
neers and engineers would
strike work for three hours
every day from Tuesday and go
on complete strike from
October 5. Prominent trade
union leaders present in the
procession included Vijay
Tripathi, Ashwani Chaturvedi,
BK Awasthi, Vishnu Pandey,
Gaurav Dixit, Shiv Kumar
Gautam, Shambhu Singh, Sonu
Tewari and Sanjay Sonkar.
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Kanpur Divisional
Commissioner Raj

Shekhar has assured the Uttar
Pradesh Metro Rail
Corporation of all possible
help for completing the Kanpur
Metro project within the stip-
ulated time frame. 

He said the UP govern-
ment was committed to devel-
opment of the state and Kanpur
Nagar was among its priority
cities and thus all projects
meant for the benefit of the
general masses had to be given
further momentum to com-
plete them within the time
frame.

The divisional commis-
sioner, however, sounded a
subtle caution to the officials
and workers at the three promi-
nent Metro sites that there
should not be compromise on
quality in order to speed up the
work.

Shekhar first visited the
Indian Institute of Technology,
Kanpur from where the project
has started, then went to the
Chandra Shekhar Azad
University of Agriculture and
Technology to inspect the
Metro work going on there and
finally to the labour camps of

the Metro workers. 
Kanpur Metro Project

Director Arvind Singh apprised
the divisional commissioner of
the work in progress at the site. 

Shekhar said the Kanpur
Metro and AFCONS con-
struction team had made good
arrangement for the stay, food
and health care of around
1,500 labourers and workers

and had taken every precaution
to keep them safe from novel
coronavirus infection.

It may be mentioned here
that construction work is going
on at the Kanpur Metro’s pri-
ority section from IIT Kanpur
to Motijheel. This 9-km stretch
has nine stations.

The divisional commis-
sioner said it was encouraging

to find that the physical
progress of the work was
around 35 per cent. He also
expressed the hope that this
section of the project would be
completed in time and made
operational by January 2022.  

He interacted with the offi-
cials and workers at various
points and praised their dedi-
cated work. 

KANPUR (PNS): District
Legal Services Authority
Secretary Aishwarya Pratap
Singh, while chairing the 

legal awareness camp on
sexual harassment of women at
workplace here on Tuesday,
said the objective of the camp
was to create awareness among
the female employees about the
Sexual Harassment of Women
at Workplace (Prevention,
Prohibition and Redress) Act,
2013 as the participation of
women was increasing in the
workforce.

He said because a law
against sexual harassment
existed, every company must
have a well-documented mech-
anism to address complaints
about sexual advances and
demands for sexual favours at
workplace 

He said this Act entitled
every woman a safe work envi-
ronment and offered guidelines
on initiating action against any
sexual misconduct. 

The DLSA secretary said
these camps were meant to cre-
ate awareness among women
and this was gaining momen-

tum. 
Singh said women, be it at

home or at workplace, had the
right to express, grow, con-
tribute and feel safe. He said
this was not a tall order as it
only demanded equal oppor-
tunities, equal encouragement
and equal appreciation. 

He said maternity leave
should not be looked upon as
a privilege, rather acknowl-
edged as the birth right as
women were giving birth to the
next generation. 

Dr Kapila Raghav, who is
also the chairman of the inter-

nal complaint committee, said
women were labelled as weak-
er sex and the fact was that
despite all odds and hurdles,
they had achieved excellence in
nearly every field of her coun-
terpart. 

He said the camps were
meant to encourage people,
especially men, to encourage
women  and support them in
order to make women achieve
new heights. 

Raghav suggested concrete
actions to ensure the safety of
women within their offices
and also at their homes. 

He said there was no deny-
ing the fact that the majority
had zero tolerance towards
any kind of harassment at the
workplace, which must be at
the core of all organisations. 

He said everyone must
ensure the safety of women,
organise seminars and work-
shops that help foster aware-
ness and dispel discriminatory
or predatory mindsets at the
workplace. 

He said there was no doubt
that women were breaking
through ranks, shattering the
proverbial glass ceilings of
dogma and bias. 

He said equal opportunities
of growth and promotion that
completely cleansed corporate
policy of any discriminatory
bias, providing an inclusive
and meritocratic platform of
progress for all, required a
larger shift in mindset of
employers. 

Other speakers were nodal
officer Pawan Srivastava, and
Ratan Srivastava. They shared
information about the Act  and
the procedure to file com-
plaints under it. 
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KANPUR (PNS): Kanpur
Development Authority Vice
Chairman Rakesh Kumar
Singh has directed the finance
controller to soon refund the
registration fee of applicants
who could not be allotted plots
under the Mahavir Nagar
scheme. On the complaint
about illegal construction
received at the Janata Darshan
programme on Monday, the
VC directed OSD Alok Verma
to personally carry out inspec-
tion of the spot and submit a
report. As many as 40 applica-
tions were received at the Janata
Darshan programme  held
from 10:15 am to 12 noon.
Most of the applications relat-
ed to property, illegal posses-
sion, freehold, registry, muta-
tion, refund.The KDA VC
directed the officers concerned
to ensure speedy and timely
disposal of the complaints. 
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The All India Kisan
Sangharsh Coordination

Committee (AIKSCC) on
Tuesday announced its plans to
hold a massive all India farm-
ers’ protests from October 2,
the birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi.

Their decision came a day
after Congress workers set a
tractor on fire while protesting
near India Gate. Meanwhile, the
‘Rail Roko’ agitation by the
Kisan Mazdoor Sangharsh
Committee against the newly
enacted farm laws entered the
sixth day on Tuesday.

Members of the committee
sat on railway tracks in
Devidaspura in Amritsar, wear-
ing black clothes, in protest
against the laws. All 31 farmers
unions will join in the protest of
BKU (Ekta Ugrahan) of gherao-
ing the corporate businesses.

According to AIKSCC,
farmers will hold a protest
across India on October 2. All
farmers will take a pledge for
social boycott of those political
leaders and representatives
whose parties have not opposed
these anti-farmers legislations
and for holding village meetings

to adopt resolutions on October
2. 

The committee has chalked
out a month-long protest plans.
The Committee also decided to
stage a dharna at Haryana
Deputy Chief Minister
Dushyant Chautala ‘s residence
on October 6. Punjab farmer
rights’ associations are using
social media to build momen-
tum for the movement against
the central laws.

In a related development,
Chief Minister Captain
Amarinder Singh on Tuesday
met farmers’ leaders and assured
farmers of all possible legal
and other steps to fight the “dra-
conian” new farm laws, includ-
ing a special session of the
Vidhan Sabha to discuss and
decide the way forward.
Chairing a meeting with repre-
sentatives of 31 farmers’ unions

to take their views on the mat-
ter, the Chief Minister said he
would be discussing the issue
with his legal team later today
to finalise the next steps, includ-
ing challenging the farm laws in
the Supreme Court.

On Monday, large-scale
protests were held in several
states of India including Uttar

Pradesh, Haryana, Telangana,
Gujarat, Goa, Odisha and Tamil
Nadu, where the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)
and its allies, including the
Congress, hit the streets. The
Congress has also planned to
observe October 2 as ‘Kisan-
Majdoor Bachao Diwas’ and
hold dharnas across India.
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With no let up in the five-
month-long tension at

the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in Ladakh, IAF chief
RKS Bhadauria on Tuesday
said the present security sce-
nario along the border is at an
“uneasy no war no peace” sta-
tus. He said the IAF has
responded to the situation with
rapidity and is fully resolved to
counter any “misadventure” in
the region.

Making this point here
during a conference, he said
“The present security scenario
along our northern frontiers is
at an uneasy no war no peace
status. Our defence forces are
prepared for any eventuality as
you are aware.”

The IAF is looking at
inducting around 450 aircraft
and helicopters in the next two
decades, besides upgrading at
least 200-300 planes during this
period, the Air Chief a said.

He also said the recent
induction of the Rafale fighter
jets along with previous acqui-
sitions of C-17 Globemaster
transport aircraft as well as
Chinook and Apache heli-
copters have provided the IAF
with substantial tactical and
strategic capability enhance-
ment.

“Air power will be a crucial
enabler in our victory in any
future conflict. It is therefore
imperative that the IAF obtains
and maintains technological

edge over our adversaries,” he
said at the conference on ener-
gising the Indian aerospace
industry.

Five French-made multi-
role Rafale fighter jets were
inducted into the IAF on
September 10. The fleet has
been carrying out sorties in
eastern Ladakh in the last cou-
ple of weeks.

The Chief ’s observations
came in the backdrop of the
IAF deploying all its frontline
jets including the Su-30,
Mirages, MIG-29 and Jaguars
at the forward airbases all
along the 4,000 km long LAC
stretching from Ladakh in the
west to Arunachal Pradesh in
the east.

The IAF is also carrying
out night time combat air
patrols over the eastern
Ladakh region in an apparent
message to China that it was
ready to deal with any even-
tualities in the mountainous
region. 

The IAF Chief said the
raising of two squadrons of
light combat aircraft Tejas and
integration of some indige-
nous weapons on the Su-30
MKI combat jets in a very
reduced time frame have been
the “most promising” devel-
opment, reflecting the coun-

try’s capabilities to develop
indigenous military hardware.
He also strongly backed
indigenous development of a
fifth generation aircraft.

“We strongly support
indigenous development of a
fifth-generation aircraft. We
need to have a single point
agenda to have a fifth-gener-
ation aircraft with sixth gen-
eration technology,” said
Bhadauria, while congratulat-
ing all the stakeholders in
development of the light com-
bat aircraft Tejas.

He also complimented the
Defence Research and
D e v e l o p m e n t
Organisation(DRDO) for its
airborne early warning and
control system Netra, calling it
a pathbreaking achievement.
Bhadauria also asked the
DRDOs and defence public
sector undertakings to include
the private sector in key pro-
jects and treat them as their
own.

“Overall, we are looking at
450 aircraft orders. It will
include the helicopter fleet,”
Bhadauria said.

“There cannot be a better
time to energise the aerospace
sector and there cannot be a
better opportunity...IAF is
ready to be an engine of
growth for the aerospace
industry, you have to be ready
to provide the requirement
and get on board with confi-
dence and determination,” he
said.
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Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday

interacted virtually with farm-
ers from several States.
Accusing the Central
Government of ‘breaking the
back’ of the informal sector
through its policy decisions,
Rahul said while demonetisa-
tion and ‘ineffective’ rollout of
GST had affected the poor, the
recent farm laws are like a dag-
ger through the heart of the
farmers.

“We were told (demone-
tization) was aimed at fight-
ing black money but that was
a lie. The main aim was to
financially hurt farmers and
workers. Rollout of GST had
the same aim. Similarly dur-
ing the coronavirus pandem-
ic too, money was needed but
they did not give any,” Rahul
said during the 10-minute-

long interaction which was
telecast on his social media
handles on Monday.

“ The aim of  this
Government is to break the
back of farmers and workers.
There is  no dif ference
between demonetization and
the farm laws. Or between the
rollout of GST and the farm
laws. The only difference is
that the three farm laws are
like a dagger through your
hearts…I am very clear that
we need to oppose this not
just for the farmers alone
but for the country,” he
added.

During the interaction,
farmers from states like
Punjab, Bihar, Haryana and
Maharashtra shared their
views on the issue and raised
concerns over minimum sup-
port price (MSP), scope of
earning from their produce
among other topics.
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The Supreme Court has
acquitted a man in a 20-

year-old rape case observing
that he and the alleged victim
were in love, their relationship
was consensual and the case
was “an afterthought” - filed
when the man was about to
marry another woman.

The bench of Justices RF
Nariman, Navin Sinha and
Indira Banerjee set aside the
conviction by a trial court and
the Jharkhand High Court
quoting medical experts, who
established that the woman
was 25 years old when she filed
the case in 1999, and not 20 as
she claimed, making her a
major at the time of the alleged
assault in 1995.

The court added that let-
ters exchanged between the two
and their photographs togeth-
er showed they were in love
and that a case of rape and
cheating on pretext of marriage
was filed a week ahead of the
man’s wedding to another
woman.

It added that no woman,
after being sexually assaulted at
knife-point, would write love
letters to the accused and share
a live-in relationship with him
for four years.

The woman had claimed
she stayed quite after the assault
because the accused has
promised to marry her.

“The marriage between
them could not materialise
due to societal reasons as the
man belongs to a Scheduled
Tribe, while the woman is a
Christian... The woman had
deposed that their marriage
could not be solemnized
because they belonged to dif-
ferent religions. She was there-
fore conscious of this obstacle
all along...” the court said.

The court added it was not
possible to hold, on the basis of
evidence, that the man never
intended to marry her and
quoted the woman’s letters in
which she had acknowledged
that the man’s family always
treated her well, and that their
families even got them
engaged.
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday directed all States to

provide dry rations to sex work-
ers, who are identified by
National AIDS Control
Organisation (NACO) and legal
services authorities, without
insisting on any proof of iden-
tity.

The apex court asked all the
states to file compliance report
within four weeks giving details
of number of sex workers who
got dry ration within this peri-
od.

A bench comprising
Justices L Nageswara Rao and
Ajay Rastogi said that it would
later deal with the aspect of
whether financial assistance
could be provided to them dur-
ing the period of COVID-19
pandemic.

The top court, which post-
ed the matter for hearing after
four weeks, said that states
would provide dry rations to sex
workers and would identify
them with the assistance of
NACO, district as well as state
legal service authority.

The bench was hearing a
plea which has raised the issue
problems faced by sex workers
on account of the COVID-19
pandemic.

It asked the states to file a
detailed report on how they
would provide ration cards and
other facilities to sex workers. 

“We are aware of the facts
that states are coming forward
to provide assistance but the
problem is that these sex work-
ers don’t have any proof of
identity. Therefore, all should be
given rations. States should tell

us how this should be imple-
mented,” the bench said.

The counsel appearing for
the Centre said it has no objec-
tion if states would provide dry
ration to sex workers.

Advocate Pijush Kumar
Roy, assisting the apex court as
an amicus curiae in the matter,
said bank accounts of sex work-
ers should also be opened with-
out insisting upon proof of
identity in order to provide
them financial assistance.

The apex court had last
week taken note of problems
faced by sex workers on account
of COVID-19 pandemic and
directed the Centre and states to
apprise it about modalities for
distribution of monthly dry
rations and cash transfer to
them without insisting on proof
of identity.

Appearing for an NGO,
senior advocate Anand Grover
had argued that a survey among
1.2 lakh sex workers in Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and
Telangana found that 96 per
cent of of them had lost their
source of earning in the pan-
demic.

Senior advocate Jayant
Bhushan, who has also been
appointed as an amicus curiae
to assist the court in the matter,
had said plight of sex workers
could be solved if they were
provided ration cards without
insisting on identity proof.

The apex court was hearing
an application filed by NGO,
Durbar Mahila Samanwaya
Committee which had moved
the SC to highlight the destitu-
tion faced by sex workers on the
account of COVID-19.
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To review the progress of air
pollution control initiatives

and the problem of stubble
burning, environment secre-
taries of Delhi, Punjab,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan along with officials
from the Union Environment
Ministry and representatives of
the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) will hold a

meeting on October 1, Union
Minister Prakash Javadekar
said on Tuesday.

“All the agencies were
asked to make short, medium,
and long-term plans in 2016 to
fight pollution. The meeting
will focus on reviewing the
progress of these plans,”
Javadekar told reporters here at
a press briefing.  The
Government feels that as the
economic activities have

opened up, air pollution is
likely to rise to pre-lockdown
levels.

Farm fires, which were
noticed in Punjab last week,
coupled with resumption of
economic activities in the wake
of Covid-19 lockdown has
already started deteriorating air
quality in Delhi.

According to the System of
Air Quality and Weather
Forecasting And Research

(SAFAR), which is run by the
Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology, the air quality in
Delhi is set to worsen over the
next three days.

“The problem of air pollu-
tion is not restricted to Delhi
and NCR. It is a common
problem of all the areas falling
under the same airshed, which
includes Punjab, Haryana,
Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan,”
Javadekar said adding that 50

teams of CPCB officials will be
deployed from 15 October to
monitor sources of pollution in
Delhi, and recommend quick
fixes.

The meeting, to be held
virtually, will also be attended
by chiefs of the Municipal
Corporations of Delhi and the
New Delhi Municipal Council.

Javadekar also listed some
of the initiatives taken by the
Narendra Modi government

since 2016 to fight pollution.
These include introduction of
BS VI vehicles and fuel, incen-
tives to boost e-vehicles usage,
and completion of peripheral
highways that prevent unnec-
essary traffic from entering
the capital.

He, however, said despite
all efforts Delhi is likely to see
increased pollution levels for
two-three months in winter
due to meteorological condi-

tions.
According to a report by

the CPCB and the Ministry,
cold, dry air, and ground based
inversion with low wind con-
ditions are responsible for
increasing concentration of
pollutants during winter in
Delhi.

Javadekar also encouraged
citizens to inculcate eco-friend-
ly habits such as cycling to
reduce pollution.
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Wary of India seeing an
explosion of coron-

avirus cases during the festi-
val season, which starts next
month, if people do not fol-
low Covid-appropriate behav-
iour,  the Union Health
Ministry on Tuesday asked
the States to strictly imple-
ment inventive containment
strategies to keep the virus
under check.

So far, India has recorded
61,45,291 confirmed Covid-
19 cases, including 96,318
deaths. Maharashtra, Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu have
reported the highest number
of cases. However, infections
are rising rapidly in states like
Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh and
West Bengal, as per the gov-
ernment data.

“In the l ight of  the
upcoming festivities, winter
season and mass gathering,
inventive containment strate-
gies need to be implemented
by the states,” said Balram
Bhargava, DG, ICMR at a
press briefing here.

NITI Aayog member V K
Paul urged people to keep fol-
lowing Covid-appropriate
behaviour, saying there is no

reason to get lax if stability in
coronavirus cases is observed.

“We need to have Puja,
Chhath, Diwali and Eid with
masks, it is very important to
keep that in mind. We have
seen a second peak in Delhi,
Kerala and Punjab so we
should not get lax and keep
following Covid-appropriate
behaviour,” he said.

People are more prone to
respiratory infections like
pneumonia and influenza in
the coming winter months
and festive seasons and “we
have to put in all efforts, stay
vigilant and diligently follow
Covid-appropriate behav-

iour”, Paul said.
The Navratri festival that

involves temple visits and
fasts for nine days will begin
from October 17. It will cul-
minate with Vijaya Dashmi or
Dussehra on October 25
while Diwali will be celebrat-
ed on November 20. Chhath
follows thereafter.

Health Secretary Rajesh
Bhushan said India has 4,453
Covid-19 cases and 70 deaths
per million population which
is among the lowest in the
world. He also said that India’s
recovery rate continues to
rise and now stands at 83 per-
cent.

����� ��������	

Days after Serum Institute
of India’s chief executive

officer Adar Poonawalla
tweeted  questioning if India
has �80,000 crore over the
next one year for distribution
of the Covid-19 vaccine to
every person in the country,
the Government on Tuesday
dismissed the observation say-
ing that it does not agree
with the calculation cited by
the drug maker.

The Union health min-
istry said that it does not
agree with such calculations
on social media and also
maintained that the national
expert vaccine administra-
tion panel met 5 times on

modalities.
“In these meetings, we

have mulled over Covid-19
vaccination distribution and
the amount required for it in
terms of prioritisation of pop-
ulation and the staggered
immunisation for this priori-
tisation. For this, we have
calculated the amount
required in the meetings and
currently, that amount is avail-
able with the government,”
Rajesh Bhushan, Secretary,
Union Health Ministry said at
a press briefing here.

Meanwhile, the SII, which
is the world’s largest vaccine
manufacturing company, said
that it would get a further
USD 150 million in funding
from the Bill & Melinda Gates

Foundation and the GAVI
vaccines alliance to make an
additional 100 million Covid-
19 vaccine doses for India and
other low- and middle-
income countries next year.

The expanded deal will
accelerate manufacturing and
delivery of safe and effective
coronavirus vaccines, which
has been priced at a maximum
of $3 per dose or �250 per
dose.

The collaboration builds
upon an initial agreement
signed in August by the com-
pany with the GAVI alliance
and the Gates Foundation,
with the total number of vac-
cine doses to be covered by
the partnership now up to 200
million.
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The Election Commission
(EC) on Tuesday

announced dates for bypolls to
one Lok Sabha seat and 56
Assembly constituencies spread
across 12 States. Bypolls to 54
Assembly constituencies will
take place on November 3
while bypolls to the Lok Sabha
seat and two Assembly con-
stituencies will be conducted
on November 7. The votes will
be counted on November 10
alongside the counting of votes
for the general assembly elec-
tions in Bihar. 

Before announcing the
schedule, the poll panel had
issued a separate statement on
Tuesday to announce that it has
decided  not to hold assembly
bypolls in seven seats across
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Assam
and West Bengal “at this stage”
after specific request from the
states in conduct of polls.

By-polls will be held for
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat,
Haryana, Jharkhand,
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,
Manipur, Nagaland, Odisha,
Telangana, and Uttar Pradesh.
Madhya Pradesh has the high-
est number of seats--27--
among the 54 Assembly con-
stituencies for which polling
will be held on November 3.
Next is Gujarat (eight), Uttar
Pradesh (seven); Jharkhand,
Karnataka, Nagaland, Odisha
(two each) and one each from
Telangana, Chhattisgarh and
Haryana. The term of the leg-
islative assemblies of the four
states would end on different
dates between May and June
next year.

The bypolls in Madhya
Pradesh were necessitated after
25 Congress MLAs followed
their leader Jyotiraditya Scindia
in joining the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) in March. This led
to the collapse of the state’s
Congress government and
paved way for the BJP to return
to power. The bypolls were
necessitated on three of the
seats - Joura, Agar and Biora -
due to death of the MLAs - two
from the Congress and one
from BJP, and on the remain-

ing seats due to resignation of
the then Congress MLAs.

The Valmiki Nagar Lok
Sabha seat fell vacant in
February after the death of
incumbent Lok Sabha MP
Baidyanath Prasad Mahato of
the JD(U). The bypolls were
necessitated following resig-
nations tendered by Congress
MLAs, five in March and three
in June. The reason is that the
number of vacant seats in some
states has changed due to var-
ious reasons, including court
cases.

According to EC, the date
of issue of notification for by-
polls to 54 Assembly seats in
various states, except Manipur,
is October 10, while the last
date of filing nominations is
October 16, and date for with-
drawal is October 19. In the
two Assembly seats of Manipur,
and one Lok Sabha seat in
Bihar, the date for filing nom-
inations October 20, and for
withdrawal of nominations is
October 23.
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Chief Election Commissioner
Sunil Arora and

Commissioners Sushil Chandra
and Rajiv Kumar visited Patna
on Tuesday to assess prepara-
tions in poll-bound Bihar.  On
Wednesday, they would meet
various stakeholders, including
civil and police officials, and rep-
resentatives of political parties.
The Commission would also
visit a few places in Bihar before
returning to Delhi on October
1 evening, sources said.
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New Delhi: The National
Capital Regional Planning
Board (NCRPB) has sanc-
tioned over �15,000 crore
loan in over �31,000 crore
worth of projects related to
transport, regional rapid
transport system, water sup-
ply, drainage, power, solid
waste management, tourism
and road infrastructure.
Informing this, the Ministry
of Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA) secretary Durga
Shankar Mishra on Tuesday
said that 265 projects of more
than Rs 18,500 crore are com-
plete and the rest is under
construction.

Speaking at the launch of
the Project Management
Information System (P-MIS),
Mishra said that MIS will
help to monitor projects.

The NCR is presently
spread over a 55,083 sq km
area with around 60 million
population. 

According to the NCRPB,
Haryana sub-region com-
prises  of  distr ic ts  of
Gurugram, Faridabad,
Rohtak, Sonepat, Rewari,
Jhajjar,  Mewat ,  Palwal ,
Panipat, Mahendregarh, Jind,
Karnal, Bhiwani and Charkhi
Dadri. Rajasthan sub-region
comprises districts of Alwar
and Bharatpur. 

Uttar Pradesh Sub-region
comprises districts of Gautam
Buddha Nagar, Ghaziabad,
Meerut, Bulandsahr, Baghpat,
Hapur, Muzaffarnagar, and
Shamli.

Explaining the features of
the software, Mishra said that
the P-MIS is having unique
feature of doing calculations
at back end for monitoring
various financial critical
events for Guarantee validi-
ty date and monthly repay-
ment of loan due date for
each IA and generates alert
for Guarantee Renewal and
Payment of Loan in soft for-
mat i.e. email in advance. 
PNS



The over-hyped green
revolution of the late
1960s introduced vari-
eties of dwarf rice and
wheat in northern India

with a cocktail of chemical fertilis-
ers and pesticides that sucked up
groundwater and gradually made
it unfit for drinking. The chemicals
leached into the soil and water.
State-sponsored propaganda about
“miraculous yields” extended the
phenomenon across the country,
ruining soil fertility and the nutri-
tious value of food crops; the
impact on public health was
noticed by the medical communi-
ty but all voices were silenced.
Today, Gurdaspur-to-Delhi trains
are called “Cancer Express”, yet
there has been no medical study of
the harm caused by chemical agri-
culture to the health of humans,
animals, soil and water resources.

Now, four momentous laws
could pave the way for a revolution
in which farmers drive the change,
with technology playing a support-
ive role. If the Government repu-
diates the genetically-modified
food crops lobby, India could
return to farming methods that do
not require costly inputs and force
farmers into a vicious cycle of debt
(and even suicide).

On September 16, 2020, one day
before the three agriculture-relat-
ed Bills were moved in Parliament,
the Banking Regulation
(Amendment) Act, 2020 was
passed, bringing all cooperative
banks under the purview of the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI). It
means stricter supervision of 1,482
urban and 58 multi-state cooper-
ative banks, with deposits of �4.84
lakh crore.

The legislation undermines the
strongmen who control the
Agricultural Produce Marketing
Committees (APMCs), mandis,
loans and so on in many States. It
is noteworthy that large farmers are
resisting the new laws; earlier they
opposed the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act, 2005 (MGNRE-
GA) as they had to match wages or
lose farm labour. The ongoing
COVID pandemic has also
improved the bargaining power of
farm labourers and added to the
bitterness of large farmers. 

Often, agents arranged debt-
funding for farmers from private
moneylenders, who charged usu-
rious interest and enjoyed political
heft; such debt has been linked to

farmer suicides in some States.
Simultaneously, the Union

Cabinet approved the �15,000
crore fund for animal hus-
bandry as part of the
Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan
stimulus package and a scheme
for interest subvention of two
per cent to “shishu” loan catego-
ry borrowers for one year under
the Pradhan Mantri Mudra
Yojana. These developments
form the sub-text of the farm
Bills.

The Farmers’ Produce Trade
and Commerce (Promotion
and Facilitation) Act 2020
allows sale and marketing of
produce outside notified APMC
mandis. State Governments can-
not collect market fee, cess or
levy for trade outside the APMC
markets; inter-state trade barri-
ers are nixed and provisions
have been made for electronic
trading of agricultural produce.
No licence is needed; anyone
with a PAN card can buy direct-
ly from farmers. The new sys-
tem provides a dispute resolu-
tion mechanism in case farm-
ers are not paid immediately or
within three days. 

The APMCs failed as they
allowed vested interests to seize
the system. States levied cess to
earn extra revenue that was not
part of the budget and was used
for “discretionary” development
spending, mostly under the
Chief Minister’s orders. As the
cess increased, political
appointees took charge of the
APMCs. Even the Food
Corporation of India (FCI) paid
cess. Small farmers were bur-

dened with the cost of transport
to take their produce to the
mandis and deal with middle-
men. For instance, waiting out-
side sugar mills, with heat evap-
orating the sugar content in the
cane, desperate farmers have
succumbed to agents (of near-
by mandis) who arrive miracu-
lously and dictate the price.

Under the new Act, politi-
cians and urban elite farmers
will find it difficult to get large
“agricultural” incomes mandi-
certified and pay zero per cent
income tax, as payments have to
be made against PAN cards.

The Farmers (Empowerment
and Protection) Agreement on
Price Assurance and Farm
Services Act, 2020 regulates
contractual farming rules and
State APMC Acts. Farmers can
make contracts with a corporate
entity or wholesaler at a mutu-
ally agreed price. The system
already exists in 20 States;
PepsiCo buys potatoes from
24,000 farmers across nine
States. Further, 18 States already
permit private mandis while
Kerala and Bihar don’t have
APMC mandis at all. More per-
tinently, the Act prohibits
acquiring ownership rights of
farmers’ land.

The Centre has funded
�6,685 crore for the formation
of 10,000 Farmer Producer
Organisations (FPOs) and the
�1 lakh crore Agriculture
Infrastructure Fund (AIF). The
FPO will give farmers higher
bargaining power while AIF and
market reforms serve as addi-
tional enablers. They can invest

in farm equipment, infrastruc-
ture and build forward market
linkages by making agreements
with agribusinesses, thus
improving access to technology
and investment. Maharashtra’s
Sahyadri Farmers Producer Co.
Ltd, with 8,000 marginal farm-
ers, exports 16,000 tonnes of
grapes every season.

The end of socialist-era
impediments should stimulate
increased private sector invest-
ment across the value chain, cre-
ating jobs in logistics service
providers, warehouse operators
and processing unit staff. The
rise of food-processing indus-
tries could create non-farm
jobs in rural areas.

India processes less than 10
per cent of output (cereals,
fruits, vegetables, fish, etc) and
loses around �90,000 crore
annually to wastage. Hopefully,
market linkages will motivate
farmers to diversify and grow
crops such as edible oils and
help reduce India’s edible oil
import bill that currently stands
at over $10 billion.

Finally, The Essential
Commodities (Amendment)
Act, 2020 removes excessive
control on production, storage,
movement and distribution of
food commodities; removes
cereals, pulses, oilseeds, edible
oils, onion and potatoes from
the list of essential commodities,
and paves the way for cold chain
infrastructure to come up.
Previously, control regarding
the storage of essential com-
modities (onions, potatoes, edi-
ble oils, jute, rice paddy, sugar)
gave draconian powers to
authorities to raid “hoarders”,
confiscate stocks, cancel licens-
ing and even imprison offend-
ers. This naturally discouraged
investment in storage as entre-
preneurs feared being prosecut-
ed as “hoarders.” Lack of stor-
age also contributed to volatil-
ity in prices as their stability
depends on adequate ware-
housing infrastructure.

Henceforth, the ECA 2020
will be invoked only under
extraordinary circumstances
such as war, famine, natural
calamity of grave nature and
extraordinary price rise (100 per
cent increase in retail price of
horticultural produce over the
preceding 12 months, or 50 per
cent increase in retail price of
non-perishables over the pre-
ceding five years).

Dismissing the propaganda
that the new laws would end the
minimum support price (MSP),
the Centre has quietly ordered
procurement, effectively nip-
ping the canard that small and
marginal farmers would be
short-changed. Implementation
will be the key.

(The author is a senior jour-
nalist. Views are personal)
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Sir — The 2015 Assembly elec-
tions in Bihar saw the Congress
regain a reasonable space in the
State legislature. After a gap of 15
years, the party’s tally rose to
double digits, as 27 out of 41 can-
didates in the fray won their
seats. But will the grand old party
be able to revive itself this time
again? The Congress began to
lose its support base as it failed
to address backward caste aspi-
rations between 1988 and 1990,
when four of its Chief Ministers
were nominated to the top post
only to be pulled down swiftly,
giving in to the intra-party caste
divides. The support base also
suffered massive erosion follow-
ing the desertion by Muslims
after the Bhagalpur riots in 1989
and Babri Masjid demolition in
1992. However, the electoral
prospects for the party seem
rather good this time, particular-
ly for its role in mitigating suf-
fering of the migrants and stu-
dents during the lockdown and
its active support to farmers’
protests against the enactment of
the three new farm Laws. Also,
Dalits and Muslims are now
mobilising in favour of Congress.

Nihal Raj
Noida
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Sir — The tussle in the All India
Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (AIADMK), relating
to the naming of the chief min-
isterial candidate for the 2021
Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly
election, continues with no solu-
tion in sight. Both Chief Minister
Edappadi K Palaniswami and
Deputy Chief Minister O

Panneerselvam, who are chief
ministerial hopefuls, have dug in
their heels and are slugging it out.
Even the five-hour-long meeting
of the AIADMK executive coun-
cil on Monday failed to arrive at
a consensus on who will be its
chief ministerial candidate. The
final decision will be taken on
October 7. Hopefully, by then,
Palaniswami and Panneerselvam
will be able to sort out their dif-

ferences and come to a decision.
CK Subramaniam 

Tirumangalam
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Sir — The popularity of the rul-
ing Janata Dal (United) and the
BJP-led Government, headed by
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, is
waning. While Nitish has been
under fire for badly handling the

COVID outbreak and the
returnee migrants, the BJP has
taken on the defensive mode on
questions of border security,
economic stagnation and farm-
ers’ backlash. This should be
enough for the Opposition to
challenge the State Government.
However, the Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD) and the Congress
together have not been able to
push the Government on any
substantial matter. Being held
under exceptional circumstances,
the battle for the ballot promis-
es to be a challenging and excit-
ing affair.

Yash Pal Ralhan
Jalandhar
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Sir — The investigation into
Sushant Singh Rajput’s death
seems to have been sidetracked
as officials haven’t been able to
find any concrete evidence. It has
become a whirlpool of misre-
ported facts and concocted lies
and sheer entertainment in the
name of news, reducing a tragedy
into a sensational drama.

Devendra Khurana
Bhopal
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The state of India’s school education continues
to be abysmal despite so many high-sounding
policy prescriptions being tossed around.

There are, however, islands of excellence and even
in this bleak landscape there are shoots of green.
While Government schools are the mainstay of
school education for the poor, some exceptional pri-
vate schools are affordable even to the extremely mar-
ginalised. The accepted wisdom is that private schools
serve the privileged; everyone else, especially the
underprivileged, requires public schools. This logic
is grounded on the assumption that the poor need
Government assistance if they are to get a good edu-
cation. Which helps explain why many school choice
enthusiasts believe that the only way the poor can
get the education they deserve is through
Government schools.

But if we reflect on some of the underprivileged
communities, we find these assumptions lacking. The
poor have found remarkably innovative ways of help-
ing themselves educationally and visionary leaders
from among these communities are nurturing a large
and growing industry of good quality private
schools. Tikiapara, a sprawling slum in Howrah, is
a witness and a willing participant in a quiet revo-
lution led by Mamoon Akhtar that has the poten-
tial to turn around the lives of its residents, especial-
ly of its children. Mamoon was forced to drop out
of middle school because his parents couldn’t afford
to educate him further. Three decades later, he is the
driving force two schools in Tikiapara with 3,000 stu-
dents, most of them children of unlettered parents.
Mamoon’s extraordinary journey from a victim to
champion of the underprivileged started the day he
decided that just because his family couldn’t pay for
his schooling, he wouldn’t forego education.
Mamoon’s passion helped him overcome his depri-
vation.

His father was keen that his son get a good edu-
cation. So he put him in one of the area’s leading
schools, St Thomas. After his father died, the teenag-
er had to give up his studies and took up a librari-
an’s job at a private school in Tikiapara, supplement-
ing his income by giving private tuitions. Life would
have gone on as usual but Mamoon couldn’t get over
the tragedy he suffered on being forced to lose out
on education. The young idealist believed in giving
direction to the fire within, not in extinguishing it. 

In 1991, he started an informal “school”, teach-
ing five to six children in his own house in the
Tikiapara slum. Thus began his lifetime romance with
education. As the residents of the area became aware
of this “school”, more and more children started com-
ing and soon there was no place to seat them. The
enterprising Mamoon constructed a room on his own
600 square foot plot of land. In that one room, the
Samaritan Help Mission School was born with 25
young and eager children flocking to it daily. The
good Samaritan stretched his every rupee and can-
vassed from door to door to raise �28,000 per annum
(in addition to his own contribution of �10,000). The
organisation has continued to steadily grow through
the years. The catchment area of the school can break
the determination of even the greatest optimist but
Mamoon is alive and equal to the challenge. The par-
ents come from very poor backgrounds, some are
rickshaw-pullers, drug peddlers and daily labourers.
But with Mamoon’s effort, their dreams of educat-
ing their children in an English-medium school has
become a reality. 

Social responsibility: As an educationist,
Mamoon is also sharply aware of his role of a social
reformer. Most children come from families afflict-
ed with social maladies, with a large number of them
being children of drug peddlers. Mamoon believes
that schools should have the right to exclude pupils

only as a last resort and that too, to pro-
tect the other children in the class as well
as teachers. The excluded children, he
avers, can be affected by anxiety, depres-
sion and loss of self-worth. There is a
decline in their mental health and children
become very reclusive. The stress of the
exclusion takes its toll on parents, too.

Mamoon knows the pain of depriva-
tion only too well. At a time when there
is a widespread practice of pupils being
shunted off a school’s rolls in order to
manipulate its exam results or rankings in
league tables — he is doing his every bit
to ensure that children remain at school
during the day. There are hundreds of
pupils who joined his school after being
booted out of another one. Taking in as
many vulnerable pupils as possible is the
core of this teacher’s mission. His school
is single-handedly ensuring pupils remain
on the rolls. There are a number of young-
sters who wouldn’t be getting an education
were it not for the Samaritan Help Mission
School. In a world where schools are clear-
ly pushing vulnerable pupils out through
the back door with little thought to their
next steps and best interests, he is embrac-
ing them with a cheerful heart.

With a little help from friends:
When he canvassed for help from the com-
munity around him,  Mamoon reaped a
bonus — a strong connect with the com-
munity. In 2007, the Samaritan Help
Mission School became accredited and
recognised by the West Bengal
Government. Today, it is a co-education-
al English-medium school, affiliated to the
State Board of Secondary Education, with
an enrolment of 1,300. The big thing is that
with the school being an English medium
one, it makes a major difference to the
future prospects of the kids once they go
out into the world. However, the odds are
stacked against the children of this local-
ity given the inter-generational nature of
poverty and the poor developmental out-
comes that families face. This impacts the
children in many ways. They battle poor
academic achievement, inferiority com-
plex, maladjustment, lack of initiative and

an underdeveloped personality.
Disheartened and discouraged by finan-
cial stress and their own inadequacy, par-
ents are ill-equipped to adequately support
their children. Sadly, parents in Tikiapara
have little motivation to invest in their chil-
dren’s education. Fortunately, Mamoon’s
conviction and commitment are unflag-
ging and his enthusiasm is contagious,
sending hope in the community.

Some of the students are orphans;
some have run away from home; all are
underprivileged. The Samaritan Help
Mission School charges them a measly ��
a year, and that too because the teacher
believes that people will not value anything
that is free. Funds to run the school come
from Mamoon’s savings and private donors
whose motivation is inspired by the good
Samaritan’s devotion. This led to an addi-
tion to the original school on Mamoon’s
plot, the IR Belilious Institution on
Belilious Road, covering two acres of land
bequeathed by a Jewish couple, Rebecca
and Isaac Raphael Belilious. The school
today has a football field, basketball court,
a water body, a two-storeyed school build-
ing and a bigger one coming up close by.
As a child Mamoon swam there, to later
see the water body turn into a municipal
garbage dump and the Government school
that used to run there become virtually
defunct, the whole space go derelict and
transform into a den of drug pushers. The
land on which the second Samaritan Help
Mission School stands had thus been a
garbage dump for years until Howrah City
Police and the Howrah Municipal
Corporation got together to create a con-
ducive atmosphere for Mamoon to expand
his initiative. The police helped them
(Mamoon and his staff) build a wall,
remove encroachments and start a school
there.

Creating safe spaces for children at
risk: Many children studying in the  two
schools attest to the fact that they have a
fun-filled, interactive and encouraging
atmosphere and that the teachers are
extremely supportive. Children are
engaged in creative activities like sports,

quiz competitions, picnics and recre-
ational programmes in the local parks.
Regular cleaning campaigns in Tikiapara
are organised in which students, teachers
and other volunteers take an active part.
Mamoon has also introduced a paramedic
course for senior students. His policy of
inclusive education has ensured that the
constitutional right to primary education
is a reality in this  slum. There are schools
which identify parents who are not well-
educated and living in the slum. They are
approached informally and told that it “will
be difficult for your child to stay” in the
hope that the parents agree to move out
or home-school their child. But Mamoon’s
schools are a safe learning haven where no
one is shunned  — either because of creed,
low academic scores or poverty.

Innovative approaches: Mamoon
says that the process of teaching and learn-
ing is an intimate act that neither comput-
ers nor markets can hope to replicate. It
is a small wonder then that the technolo-
gy-centric corporate business model has
not worked in reforming the school sys-
tem as there is simply no substitute for the
personal element. There is no substitute for
a good teacher and nothing more valuable
than quality classroom instruction. But we
also need more involved parents to make
leaning more effective.

The core objective of a school is to pro-
vide high-quality instruction: Fostering
both excellent teaching and a learning envi-
ronment in which students can thrive.
These schools don’t develop randomly on
their own; an essential ingredient behind
each of these success stories is transforma-
tional leadership.

A lot of good programmes got their
start when one individual looked at a famil-
iar landscape in a fresh way. What they did
was to simply change the fundamental
approach to solving problems, and the out-
comes have been truly revolutionary.
Thus, people only need to summon their
will power the way game-changers like
Mamoon are doing to bring about change.

(The writer is a well known develop-
ment professional)
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In the fourth month of the lock-
down, the UNICEF (United
Nations Children’s Fund) had

warned India that if the nation does not
seriously address the issue of hunger
and malnutrition aggravated due to the
shutdown and make proper arrange-
ments for providing adequate nutri-
tional food to underprivileged children,
3,00,000 more kids under the age of five
would die within the next six months
and make the toll a total of around 12
-13 lakh this year. 

Even before the Coronavirus pan-

demic struck, the situation was quite
alarming. In 2018, a whopping 8.8 lakh
children under the age of six died in
India, says the UNICEF. Nearly half of
all our children are underweight,
about 45 per cent are stunted (too short
for their age), 20 per cent are wasted
(too thin for their height), 75 per cent
are anaemic and 57 per cent are defi-
cient in Vitamin A. Half of the world’s
malnourished children live in India. 

The rate of malnutrition among
India’s children is almost five times
more than China and double than that
in Sub-Saharan Africa, says a World
Bank report. A study commissioned by
the UNICEF in 2019 had found that
over 80 per cent of adolescents in India
suffered from hidden malnutrition.
This includes deficiency of one or more
micronutrients such as iron, folate, zinc,
vitamin A, vitamin B12, and vitamin
D.

According to the Integrated Child
Development Services (ICDS)  Mission
document of the Ministry of Women
and Child Development, out of the total

child births of 2.5 crore annually in
India, child survival is only 1.75 crore.
Infant mortality is 0.8 crore annually
or 80,00,000 children die every year in
our country before six months of age.
This means that on an average as many
as 21,917 children die every day in
India. Maternal and child malnutrition
is one of the reasons for 68 per cent
under-five deaths in India.

What has been the COVID-19
lockdown impact? With job and
income loss on a large scale, closing of
schools and consequently the Mid-Day
Meal Scheme (MDMS) and
Anganwadis that gave hot, cooked
meals, a poor Public Distribution
System (PDS) and poor implementa-
tion of the announced schemes of free
rations during the last five months,
there is a situation of absolute pover-
ty and hunger in our country that will
have a serious impact on the already
pathetic nutritional status of our peo-
ple, especially the children and women.

The UNICEF has estimated that
120 million children living in South

Asian countries, including India, could
slip into poverty within the next six
months due to the COVID-19 crisis,
taking the total number of such kids
in the region to 360 million. The
UNICEF also warns: “In the worst-case
scenario, where health interventions are
reduced by around 45 per cent, there
could be as much as a 44.7 per cent
increase in under-five child deaths and
38.6 per cent increase in maternal
deaths per month.” 

In the last two decades, there have
been many dialogues, debates, and legal
steps like the Supreme Court Judgment
on Right to food Act and so on to
address the issue of malnutrition. But
the schemes or missions rolled out by
respective governments proved to be
inadequate. The ICDS, the flagship
scheme to address this crisis, has been
deprived of funds despite the apex
court’s judgment for universalisation of
the scheme. The fund allocation pat-
tern has been changed to 60:40 in the
last few years, putting a major finan-
cial burden on the States. With the

ongoing issues of lack of funds in States,
things are going to worsen. In addition,
there were drastic budget cuts. As an
impact, according to the Global
Hunger Index 2019, wasting among
children in India rose from 16.5 per
cent in 2008-2012 to 20.8 per cent in
2014-2018.

The much-acclaimed “Poshan
Mission” is just policing of the
Anganwadi workers, who are already
overburdened with non-ICDS work.
Similar is the case of the other schemes
like the MDMS and the National
Health Mission. At present, despite the
warning bells, the announced packages
do not address the problem of malnu-
trition. Moreover, there is an absence
of a national composite guideline to
address malnutrition at the communi-
ty level. 

To stop further loss of precious
lives, there is an urgent need for the
Government to show political will to
recognise the right to food/nutrition of
every citizen of India, make quality
infrastructure and basic nutrition ser-

vices schemes like ICDS, MDMS effi-
cient with increased financial alloca-
tion, so that the most marginalised and
vulnerable are benefitted as well. 

The pandemic has shown that the
lakhs of community-based women
caregivers like the Anganwadi workers
and helpers, Accredited Social Health
Activists and MDMS workers, are the
crucial link between the community
and policymakers. Their work must be
regularised with minimum wages and
social security, as recommended by the
45th Indian Labour Conference.
Otherwise whom do we expect to be
“skilling” for the ‘Make in India’ pro-
jects? The wasted, stunted, anaemic and
mentally underdeveloped youth of
our country, who barely survived,
cannot build a strong nation. How
many more deaths do we need before
we realise so many of our children are
dying?

(The writer is general secretary, All
India Federation of Anganwadi Workers
and Helpers and national secretary of
the CITU)
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Script Open High Low LTP
RELIANCE 2222 2264 2217.15 2244.85
BAJFINANCE 3359.45 3372.25 3254.3 3293.1
IDEA 10.11 10.25 9.54 9.81
GMM 3457.9 3821.8 3457.9 3821.8
TCS 2439 2512 2434 2487.25
TATAMOTORS 135.2 136.1 130.75 131.7
INDUSINDBK 560.9 561.5 528.65 536.25
SBIN 188.6 188.95 183.3 185
MARUTI 6750 6815 6667.3 6738.6
INFY 1018.95 1028 1004.2 1010.25
SAIL 35.8 36.4 34.85 35.55
AXISBANK 440.55 443.35 424.75 426.75
HEROMOTOCO 3113.7 3221.6 3103.1 3175
HCLTECH 836.25 846 810.2 812.4
KOTAKBANK 1288 1292.25 1260 1265.6
SANOFI 8492 8500 8396.3 8495.8
ITC 174.8 174.8 169 169.35
JSWSTEEL 276.4 286.6 276.1 283.2
BATAINDIA 1349.9 1404.6 1342.65 1346.2
BHARTIARTL 446 446 429.6 435.45
SUNPHARMA 516.25 516.6 504.65 505.6
HDFC 1694.75 1719.7 1682 1713.2
ZEEL 208.65 214.5 204.45 208.45
JINDALSTEL 185 194.45 182.15 192.15
ESCORTS 1305 1323.15 1283.45 1313.05
DIVISLAB 3122.9 3137 3050.1 3057.3
TATAELXSI 1316 1323.05 1272.35 1279.45
LT 907.05 912.8 892.2 895.15
ASHOKLEY 77.7 77.7 73.7 74.95
DRREDDY 5145 5152.9 5067.2 5083.5
STAR 710 754.8 689.8 726.6
TATASTEEL 363.6 371.6 361.8 370
PVR 1246.95 1252.5 1182.55 1204.25
BANDHANBNK 282 285.8 271.95 273.5
HDFCAMC 2285 2317.8 2210 2255.5
IEX 202.7 211.7 199 209.3
EICHERMOT 2199.45 2218.35 2181 2198.6
ADANIENT 297 307 292.25 298.15
NATCOPHARM 949 988 923.55 963.15
ICICIBANK 364.4 364.4 354.25 356.95
LAURUSLABS 297 308 284 289.15
HDFCBANK 1058.9 1069.9 1051 1062.5
MINDTREE 1293.5 1367.05 1293.5 1334.15
NAUKRI 3600 3700 3600 3628.2
HINDUNILVR 2067.5 2069.7 2025.45 2034.2
PEL 1304 1312.4 1238.5 1253.15
HINDALCO 170 177.25 169.25 176.55
BALKRISIND 1450.05 1497.15 1428 1482.8
CIPLA 776.05 786 759.65 762.25
APOLLOHOSP 2064 2112.95 2055.05 2085.15
M&M 613.9 626.25 603.15 613.85
WIPRO 312.55 318.5 310.5 311.4
TORNTPHARM 2710 2778.55 2681.85 2712.7
ASIANPAINT 1947 1990 1947 1959.85
UPL 517.95 518 490.85 492
DLF 158 159 153 154.75
COALINDIA 121.8 121.8 117.2 117.65
IBULHSGFIN 155.4 157 150.35 152.05
BAJAJFINSV 6032 6050 5831.85 5852.9
BAJAJ-AUTO 3000 3011.55 2890.6 2898.9
TITAN 1146.8 1173.9 1140.25 1167.45
BPCL 393 393.15 378.4 386.2
SRF 4267.9 4325 4070 4135
AUROPHARMA 807 808.55 790.6 796.55
BIOCON 453.8 462.6 449.5 455.85
ULTRACEMCO 3950 4075 3946 4049.25
TATACONSUM 519 527.25 500.3 503.1
INFRATEL 182 185.8 177.3 178.8
SUNTV 469.6 475.65 465.55 470
GAIL 88.35 88.65 87 87.55
VEDL 141.3 141.45 138 139
MUTHOOTFIN 1071 1143.85 1071 1130
TATACHEM 298 306.95 297.4 299.8
INDIGO 1286 1289.45 1224.05 1235.6
DEEPAKNI 843 846.55 815.2 823.35
BANKBARODA 43.6 43.6 40.75 41.45
JUBLFOOD 2449 2449 2367 2373.3
ONGC 72.45 72.5 68.9 69.15
INDIAMART 5420 5420 5075 5095.8
RAYMOND 270 293 262.9 287.6
BLISSGVS 152.6 160.9 152.1 160.6
TECHM 779 789.9 764.35 765.3
ACC 1380 1398.4 1359.4 1378.85
LUPIN 1010 1010.6 994 995
ADANIGREEN 714.2 714.2 714.2 714.2
GRANULES 402.9 406.9 385.25 389.65
HINDPETRO 185.9 186 181.85 184.55
GODREJCP 714 730 702.55 705
TATAPOWER 54.15 54.7 53.2 54
RBLBANK 174.7 176.4 169.3 170.05
IOC 76 76.2 74.1 74.9
SBICARD 844.9 854.8 831 849.4
MCX 1798 1834.95 1752.85 1779.7
MOTHERSUMI 114 116.6 111.95 115.5
SBILIFE 824.95 832 802.5 807.65
PERSISTENT 1290 1380.6 1269 1354
SHREECEM 19655.9 19969 19348.35 19832.75
HSCL 57.2 60 55.55 56.25
BHEL 32.4 32.4 30.05 30.25
IGL 405 405 388.15 392
FRETAIL 94 95.25 91.6 94.9
NTPC 88.05 88.8 84.75 85.25
PETRONET 222.4 225.2 216.95 219.15
HDFCLIFE 585 585.3 564.35 572.15
SRTRANSFIN 622.2 626 604 609.15
GLENMARK 496.55 500.8 482.55 485.5
MANAPPURAM 158.65 161.8 156.6 157.25
SIEMENS 1254.15 1277.3 1236.2 1265.55

AMARAJABAT 747 761.85 744.6 756.8
BEL 98.6 99.4 94.85 95.9
DIXON 9066 9161.25 8943.85 9111.25
NESTLEIND 15800 15845 15577.85 15585
TVSMOTOR 472.1 480.65 468 470.6
CANBK 91.95 91.95 87.55 89.45
IDFCFIRSTB 30.75 30.75 29.65 30.05
CHOLAFIN 249.5 254.1 246.3 251
GMRINFRA 23.7 24.3 22.75 22.9
ALOKTEXT 21.7 21.95 20.55 20.55
BHARATFORG 459 459 447.05 448.05
PAGEIND 20700 21595 20515.6 21510
BERGEPAINT 590 599.5 574.85 578.25
DABUR 503.9 510.2 496.1 496.95
NOCIL 147.1 148.65 141.15 144.1
L&TFH 62.8 63.05 61.3 61.65
HAL 786 798 780.5 783.05
PIDILITIND 1454 1455.05 1422.35 1427.7
BEML 619.95 633.75 616.55 617.55
NMDC 82.95 83.3 81.2 82.8
M&MFIN 126.5 126.7 122.55 124.7
FEDERALBNK 50.8 50.85 48.9 49.2
GNFC 208.55 214.35 208 209.5
BSOFT 199 202 194.5 199.65
FCONSUMER 8.75 9.08 8.39 8.96
ALKEM 2810 2829.2 2767.6 2771.4
JBCHEPHARM 1022 1034.25 974.55 990.65
COLPAL 1443.9 1459.65 1415 1417.4
BLUEDART 2965 3280 2878.55 3169.55
RAMCOCEM 746 746 722.7 742.8
MRF 59500 59837.5 58235.45 59350
ADANIGAS 191 194.65 189.65 191.45
ADANIPORTS 341.35 346.15 337.25 340.7
CADILAHC 389.65 394.75 385.5 386.75
GRASIM 743 743 715 719
APOLLOTYRE 129.9 130.8 126.65 130.15
BOSCHLTD 13550 13808 13450 13666.65
BRITANNIA 3794 3795.55 3707.55 3712.8
ASTRAZEN 4432 4444.4 4275 4305.5
PNB 30.3 30.4 28.75 29.05
PHILIPCARB 129.05 134.9 128.55 130.75
COFORGE 2423 2423 2318.25 2327.25
APLAPOLLO 2879.95 2924 2795.85 2892.25
PARAGMILK 102.75 108.75 102.35 107.65
AMBUJACEM 210.35 218.25 210.35 217
DELTACORP* 107 114.75 107 111.6
VINATIORGA 1363.75 1417.95 1330 1347.55
KAJARIACER 535 555.8 534.15 549
MFSL 620.05 629.8 601.8 603.15
POWERGRID 168.5 169.1 162.5 163.25
IRCTC 1375 1394.5 1363.55 1380
WELSPUNIND 68.7 68.7 63.6 63.85
FDC 377.2 378 360.2 365.1
PIIND 1956 2011.05 1935.65 1988.75
DMART 2124 2148.8 2083.05 2131.5
INDIACEM 115.75 118.8 112.65 114.7

MGL 851.1 864.8 826 835.75
ICICIPRULI 420.45 429.4 420.45 421.8
CEATLTD 950 1021.3 950 994.6
NATIONALUM 32.75 33.2 32 33.05
LICHSGFIN 284.9 285 275.65 279.1
AARTIIND 1023 1037 1005.3 1016.5
DISHTV 13.75 13.9 12.8 13.9
SYMPHONY 915 965 896.3 943.55
CESC 646 646 611 614
CHAMBLFERT 154.75 156.95 152.8 155
NCC 35.25 36.15 34.85 35.4
SYNGENE 594 594 562.5 564.5
WHIRLPOOL 2116.6 2225.3 2108.3 2197.5
VOLTAS 700 700 677.6 684.25
QUESS 391.65 409.5 386.05 404.2
ADVENZYMES 301 303.75 292 293.3
HEG 749 755.45 735.95 741.15
MEGH 81.8 83.75 80 82.6
SUVENPHAR 405 405 379.6 395.4
JAMNAAUTO 45.9 46.25 44 44.85
ALKYLAMINE 3290 3324.8 3200.05 3212.05
HFCL 15.9 16.7 15.7 16.45
LTTS 1650 1663.9 1619.15 1624.85
AMBER 2075 2111.55 2047 2069.4
AFFLE 2965 3013.05 2901 2984.45
HAVELLS 683.65 691.1 661.5 666.05
IDFC 32 33 31.65 32.8
JUSTDIAL 376.15 380.05 365.3 367.2
EXIDEIND 163.95 167.3 163.45 164.05
WESTLIFE 405.5 405.95 385 393.35
MPHASIS 1369.95 1369.95 1293.15 1317.95
SWANENERGY 123.4 124.8 118.4 124.8
NAM-INDIA 263 264.7 255.6 259.2
EDELWEISS 57.5 60.25 56.5 59.15
SHILPAMED 582.5 583.85 560.1 565
CGCL 230.2 230.2 221.8 221.8

LEMONTREE 28.85 28.85 27.7 28
HEXAWARE 466 468.2 465 466.2
GODREJPROP 891.2 895.85 870.95 878
COROMANDEL 810 810 783.8 792.1
INDHOTEL 98 98.1 95 95.4
GRAPHITE 194.8 197.4 187 196.2
MARICO 362 366.3 354.85 355.65
UBL 974 986.95 946.4 950.5
BDL 305.7 311.05 300 303.1
CONCOR 385.25 385.25 372.6 374
RADICO 422 422 398.3 399.95
ATUL 6148 6160.5 6035.15 6136.6
ABBOTINDIA 16499.85 16500 16143.6 16398.1
SUZLON 3 3 2.92 2.96
ABFRL 133.25 133.5 129.3 132.2
LTI 2495.5 2561 2468.05 2498
METROPOLIS 1895 1896.95 1772.05 1799.55
IPCALAB 2084.4 2175.95 2038.65 2132.3
PFC 89.5 89.5 87 88.35
BIRLACORPN 657.1 688 657.1 668.1
GODFRYPHLP 930.55 930.6 913.4 917.6
SUMICHEM 302.45 302.95 294.55 297.4
PNBHOUSING 350 350.25 336 338.5
WOCKPHARMA 281.05 292.8 276.35 290.65
BANKINDIA 42.55 42.6 40.05 41.35
LALPATHLAB 1934 1945 1877.95 1881
CANFINHOME 420.55 427.35 418.2 421.35
APLLTD 994 995 945 947
INDOCO 265.95 271.7 255.2 262.45
KPITTECH 112.7 118.8 109.2 115.45
TRENT 675 684.65 650.25 684.65
JSWENERGY 58.8 59.8 57.2 59.25
NBCC 24.4 24.65 23.6 23.75
ECLERX 727.95 738 704.2 711.2
RECLTD 103 103 99.85 100.15
SONATSOFTW 321.05 328.4 315 317
FSL 73.45 74.5 71.75 72.1
AJANTPHARM 1600 1620.35 1582.1 1594.8
VENKYS 1443.5 1466.3 1407.25 1430
TATAMTRDVR 62 62.25 59.65 60.4
STRTECH 151 153 147.45 148.4
SPARC 177 177.3 170.8 173.9
RELAXO 663 669.15 652.4 653.5
VIPIND 299.75 305 291.05 292.15
CASTROLIND 110.8 110.8 109.45 110.5
SOUTHBANK 6.98 6.99 6.76 6.81
ABB 866.15 874.75 853.1 855.75
RAIN 106 106 102.3 103.25
COCHINSHIP 337.5 337.8 325.6 326.8
ASTERDM 136.85 142.75 136 138.4
JUBILANT 739.75 739.75 710.7 717
TATACOMM 878.8 885 834.25 838.7
VAKRANGEE 29.3 29.3 27.65 28.05
SUDARSCHEM 461.2 473.6 461.2 468.75
NH 332.65 355 321.2 347.4
DEEPAKFERT 155 155.5 151.15 153.75
ABCAPITAL 64.95 65.05 62.7 63.2
NAVINFLUOR 2100 2100 2038 2091.75
TATACOFFEE 105 106.3 103.8 104.15
GLAXO 1590.55 1591.15 1565 1576
GARFIBRES 2150 2198.9 2118.95 2118.95
UJJIVAN 216 216.3 209 213.1
ITI 130 130.8 125.7 126.65
SWSOLAR 240 242.85 227.05 230.5
WABAG 193 194.9 188 190.5
CROMPTON 265 284.05 258.1 279.35
BBTC 1315.9 1323.75 1288.75 1296.6
WELCORP 109.65 110.9 107.5 108.3
GSFC 60.7 62 58.35 60.05
TRIDENT 6.98 6.98 6.72 6.77
UFLEX 318.55 319.8 313.15 315.4
BAYERCROP 5942.1 5990.85 5855.3 5880.45
CUMMINSIND 449.2 452.05 441.8 443.8
ISEC 472 477.4 461 466
KRBL 286.1 288.15 282.6 284.8
KEC 339 349.35 325.25 340.35
SUNTECK 266 279 266 270.5
CAPPL 576.1 578.35 553.8 558.15
PFIZER 5094 5094 4919.1 4973.35
ADANITRANS 258 258 247.05 248.4
BOMDYEING 65 65.3 62.75 64.2
GRSE 189.9 195.9 183.35 191.2
IRB 115.5 115.6 110 111.75
CENTURYTEX 338.95 341.15 331 332
IBREALEST 54.6 54.6 51.15 51.7
TORNTPOWER 320 321.8 315.15 315.3
HAWKINCOOK 5094 5200 5094 5170
RVNL 19.95 19.95 19.4 19.5
IFBIND 625 637.5 600.95 606.65
GUJALKALI 331.15 345.35 329.05 339.15
RALLIS 289.9 292 280 281.75
POLYCAB 845.1 852.5 826.05 833.05
INOXLEISUR 278.8 278.8 265.15 267
OIL 90.4 90.4 88.1 88.15
VARROC 316.1 318.4 302.4 308.4
FINEORG 2765.7 2791.8 2698.05 2703.6
HINDZINC 212.2 214.45 210.35 212
SUNDRMFAST 402.45 415.25 391.5 403.3
MIDHANI 203 204.5 198.4 198.6
DCBBANK 82.65 82.7 78.8 79.2
LAOPALA 212.55 222.15 212.55 221
KEI 355 356.8 346 348.7
SPICEJET 48.05 48.95 48.05 48.5
FORCEMOT 1095 1100.6 1058.85 1069.05
BAJAJELEC 497.8 499.95 480 482.5
IRCON 81 81 79.25 79.4
ENGINERSIN 65.25 65.4 64.45 64.65
AVANTI 514.8 514.8 492.7 496
3MINDIA 18455.9 18509.6 18130 18404

GILLETTE 5416.25 5430.3 5360 5360
REPCOHOME 172.75 172.75 164 165.25
ICICIGI 1284 1284 1247 1249.45
DALBHARAT* 779.6 791 766.95 785.55
ERIS 540 541 525 530
JAICORPLTD 83 84.4 81.45 81.65
AAVAS 1383.05 1415 1353.7 1393
GSPL 198.7 207.45 196.6 205.55
EQUITAS 52.2 52.3 50.55 50.55
VGUARD 167 169.2 164.5 168.7
AEGISLOG 239.5 244.9 233 236.45
PGHL 5055 5220 4987 5014
AUBANK 670 675.95 650 654.6
KPRMILL 590.3 675.2 590.3 665
CYIENT 392 398.1 392 393.45
SUPREMEIND 1396.5 1445.3 1388.9 1405.75
VAIBHAVGBL 1905 1905 1855.05 1869
BAJAJCON 185.75 188.7 183 184.15
ALLCARGO 129.3 129.7 124.45 125.1
JKTYRE 59.4 61.1 58.3 60.95
GUJGAS 310.95 311 298.1 309.75
MINDAIND 346.7 346.7 331 335.7
MRPL 27.5 27.55 25 26.45
JKLAKSHMI 254.15 261.05 252.95 260
CRISIL 1779.95 1780 1725 1759.55
ASTRAL 1150 1183.6 1147.75 1151.05
TIINDIA 630 630 593.3 611.2
SHK 85.3 85.3 83 83.75
OFSS 3064.85 3096.95 3053.3 3085
EMAMILTD 359.2 359.2 346.6 352.15
GALAXYSURF 1865.9 1865.95 1790 1795
CCL 269.15 273.8 263.1 267.5
KALPATPOWR* 251.85 256.8 241.4 247.65
MAHSCOOTER 2937.6 2976.55 2858.9 2873.4
PRESTIGE 252.05 253.2 242.05 244.85
DCAL 160 162.4 155.1 156.15
IDBI 35.75 36.3 35.1 35.4
SKFINDIA 1455.9 1470 1448.5 1448.5
TV18BRDCST 28.6 29.2 28.5 28.7
BAJAJHLDNG 2527 2527 2413 2428.6
ZENSARTECH 195 200.35 188.45 190.05
INFIBEAM 75 75.45 73.15 74.55
RITES 250 250 243.9 245.2
UNIONBANK 24.8 25.3 24.5 24.7
JMFINANCIL 77.6 78.1 75.3 75.65
JKPAPER* 92.4 92.8 90.35 90.45
GODREJAGRO 511.55 514.4 501.25 509.5
HEIDELBERG 181.35 183.75 178.15 179.05
PHOENIXLTD 588 598 562 563.25
IIFL 80.4 84 78 81.4
ENDURANCE 1089.8 1140 1082.05 1108.8
SOBHA 238.35 240 226.05 228.55
ESSELPRO 259.5 259.5 244.9 249.4
CREDITACC 699 726 699 719.8
ASHOKA 66.7 66.8 62.2 64.2
ADANIPOWER 37.75 37.75 37.1 37.25
NESCO 564 574.5 545.5 550
PTC 46.65 48.75 46.65 47.9
TCIEXP 780.25 825 762 775.9
BLUESTARCO 654.9 660.4 642 642.45
NHPC 20.95 20.95 20.25 20.4
ORIENTELEC 181.85 181.85 176.6 179.4
FINCABLES 285.7 286 275.25 286
BALMLAWRIE 103.9 103.9 100.6 100.7
RAJESHEXPO 469.95 470 450.5 452
DHANUKA 747 747 723.45 736.8
GICRE 125.8 126.5 121.8 122.65
LUXIND 1435 1440.2 1405.3 1420
VSTIND 3388.7 3389.7 3310 3313.2
EIDPARRY 280 282 273.55 274.8
INDIANB 59.5 59.5 56.35 57
CARERATING 359.95 359.95 351.05 351.95
JKCEMENT 1554.95 1554.95 1503.1 1527.9
NILKAMAL 1299 1337.45 1295.1 1311
KANSAINER 485.6 500.95 476.5 496.8
TIMKEN 1116.95 1116.95 1086.5 1095.65
GULFOILLUB 688 688 664.95 666
MOTILALOFS* 640 649.5 625.2 630
OMAXE 67.5 67.55 65 66.95
LINDEINDIA 743.55 743.55 722.4 734.95
KSB 477.5 499.6 475.75 476
JINDALSAW 64.85 65.5 64.2 64.2
HUDCO 32.75 33.35 32 32.8
GDL 92.25 94.05 91.05 92.65
DBL 348.85 349.5 337.5 340.75
AIAENG 1742.65 1785 1726.6 1770.65
CSBBANK 230 233.35 227.4 229
ZYDUSWELL 1840 1867.45 1828.7 1835
CENTRALBK 16.35 16.35 15.65 15.85
CHENNPETRO 73 73 70.25 71.55
HIMATSEIDE 84.6 86.7 83.9 85
KTKBANK 42.7 42.7 40.7 41.15
SCI 54.9 54.9 53.6 53.9
BALRAMCHIN 151.5 151.5 147.2 149.4
CHOLAHLDNG 406.95 409 396 402
OBEROIRLTY 407.8 409.1 397 399.65
CUB 139.8 139.8 135.35 136.35
JSL 42.95 43 42.3 42.6
DBCORP 82 82 76.5 77.95
ARVINDFASN 127.95 128.75 124 125.55
GESHIP 245.85 245.85 238 239.4
FORTIS 137.7 138.05 136 137
IOB 9.6 9.7 9.33 9.37
GHCL 162.6 164.85 160.75 160.9
SPANDANA 524 524.15 513.2 517.35
GODREJIND 416.8 416.8 405.25 407.05
RCF 43.9 44.35 43 43.1
UJJIVANSFB 33.15 33.15 31.6 31.65
NLCINDIA 51.15 51.25 50 50.15

KNRCON 250.7 257.8 242.3 250.25
JYOTHYLAB 147.05 147.75 143.45 146.75
VBL 713.85 721.35 705.05 721.35
EIHOTEL 82.5 84.6 81 82
SCHAEFFLER 3625.7 3643.15 3580 3580
HINDCOPPER 34.45 34.55 33.7 33.75
HONAUT 33409.65 33409.65 32610.3 32700
J&KBANK 15 15.2 14.85 15.1
SCHNEIDER 80.9 81 78.45 79.7
CENTURYPLY 167.3 167.75 163 164.4
THYROCARE 772.45 772.45 751 761.15
THERMAX 747.9 747.9 719.05 728.65
NBVENTURES 58.15 58.65 56 56.9
MHRIL 175.05 175.8 165.05 168.3
LAXMIMACH 3526 3537.05 3500 3519.65
SUPRAJIT 181.05 184.8 178.4 180.65
CARBORUNIV 260 262 253.55 260.85
SJVN 22.45 22.45 21.85 21.9
TNPL 104.3 104.3 101.5 104
FINOLEXIND 510 515 501 501
MASFIN 806.9 807 796.7 803
GPPL 84.35 85.65 82.5 84.3
PGHH 9899.7 9975.1 9872 9886
SFL 1360 1361.15 1336.65 1340.6
JSLHISAR 83.45 84.05 81 81.25
BASF 1452.2 1454.15 1411.05 1417.95
VMART 2085.85 2085.85 1970 2003.55
GMDCLTD 42.7 43.3 42 42.4
MAHLOG 339.6 354.35 338.85 348.35
IFCI 6.05 6.25 6.05 6.06
TIMETECHNO 37.2 37.8 36.5 37
MINDACORP 72 72.4 70.15 70.95
HATHWAY 31.9 31.9 29.75 30.2
GREAVESCOT 74.75 74.75 73.3 73.5
REDINGTON 116.75 117.85 115 116.05
ITDC 238 238 230.95 233.8
PNCINFRA 159.55 160.85 154.95 155.7
HERITGFOOD 319.7 323.75 315 317.5
MAHABANK 11.6 11.65 11.25 11.31
SHOPERSTOP 176.6 176.75 170.85 173.15
TATAINVEST 843.9 844.7 832 832
MMTC 16.7 16.8 16.4 16.55
SHRIRAMCIT 950.9 961 941.9 948.9
VRLLOG 167.95 168 161.15 163.35
AKZOINDIA 2082.1 2088.9 2033.7 2084.85
VTL 827.2 842.55 804.4 816
PCJEWELLER 14.5 14.6 14.1 14.25
TVSSRICHAK 1426 1440 1386.55 1410
MOIL 142.3 143.55 139.95 141.9
ORIENTCEM 64 64 60.85 61.2
IIFLWAM 980.05 980.05 943.2 943.2
TTKPRESTIG 6270 6270 6128.05 6166.2
TVTODAY 202.6 203 197 198
UCOBANK 12.8 12.8 12.25 12.34
JCHAC 2261.95 2261.95 2196.4 2197.2
PRSMJOHNSN 57.45 57.9 56.05 56.75
SIS 374 374 366.35 368.45
NIACL 107 107.65 105.25 105.6
JAGRAN 37.65 37.65 37 37.05
CHALET 143.55 143.55 139.75 139.75
SOMANYCERA 185.2 186.15 181.4 182.1
GRINDWELL 526.55 526.55 516.5 518.3
RATNAMANI 1248.3 1260.2 1221.35 1234.35
POWERINDIA 936 936 912.35 924.25
BRIGADE 165.95 165.95 160.7 161.9
FLUOROCHEM 508 508 495.45 497.45
DCMSHRIRAM 371.5 371.5 360.1 360.1
SOLARINDS 1048 1055 1035.35 1054.5
GEPIL 431.9 443.7 422 424.2
STARCEMENT 88 88 83.3 83.55
TCNSBRANDS 381 392.2 379.1 384.65
CERA 2279.9 2306.55 2271.7 2291
MAHSEAMLES 222.95 223.6 217.4 218.65
TEAMLEASE 2222.85 2234.5 2205 2213.05
TATAMETALI 527.4 529.95 522.2 529.5
NAVNETEDUL 77.2 77.65 76.05 76.15
INDOSTAR 280.2 286.5 277.25 280.7
JTEKTINDIA 75.65 75.95 73.8 75.05
ORIENTREF 190.9 192.9 188.4 190.7
ESABINDIA 1320 1400 1320 1367.1
TASTYBIT 10707.85 10730 10650.55 10684
MAHLIFE 231.2 232.75 227.1 227.1
WABCOINDIA 5871.9 5886.65 5826.6 5867.1
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 11,288.60 11,305.40 11,181.00 11,222.40 -5.15
HINDALCO 169.45 177.3 168.1 176.6 8.9
ULTRACEMCO 3,960.00 4,078.00 3,943.25 4,052.40 130.4
HEROMOTOCO 3,105.00 3,222.05 3,104.50 3,176.90 88
TITAN 1,145.00 1,174.15 1,139.35 1,169.00 30.25
TCS 2,434.85 2,511.05 2,426.30 2,486.75 60.45
TATASTEEL 365 371.8 361.7 369.5 8.5
JSWSTEEL 277 286.8 276.05 282.85 5.85
HDFC 1,692.00 1,720.00 1,682.10 1,712.65 31.2
BPCL 394 394 378.15 392 6.85
SHREECEM 19,599.00 19,970.00 19,351.40 19,795.00 261.85
RELIANCE 2,225.00 2,264.00 2,216.25 2,241.90 25.65
HDFCBANK 1,058.00 1,069.90 1,051.00 1,064.40 10.2
ASIANPAINT 1,960.00 1,989.95 1,954.00 1,961.95 16.35
EICHERMOT 2,190.00 2,218.50 2,180.00 2,195.80 14.85
MARUTI 6,749.00 6,813.30 6,671.00 6,739.00 36
INFY 1,018.00 1,028.00 1,004.10 1,013.85 3.45
WIPRO 315 318.55 310.5 312 0.45
ADANIPORTS 343.4 346.4 336.9 340 0.45
M&M 615.25 626.5 603.1 611.85 -3.4
BRITANNIA 3,769.00 3,796.00 3,701.65 3,715.05 -22.3
TATAMOTORS 134.95 136 130.7 131.95 -0.9
NESTLEIND 15,800.00 15,851.05 15,575.00 15,595.00 -124.8
GAIL 88.8 88.8 87 87.5 -0.7
SBILIFE 819 831.4 802.1 806.1 -6.9
LT 909.95 912.85 892.4 894.25 -8.6
SUNPHARMA 517.85 517.85 504.5 505.2 -4.9
IOC 76 76.25 74.05 74.9 -0.75
SBIN 188.5 188.95 183.25 185.3 -1.95
KOTAKBANK 1,286.80 1,292.90 1,259.10 1,264.40 -14.3
DRREDDY 5,130.00 5,154.95 5,066.40 5,071.95 -57.9
DIVISLAB 3,100.00 3,139.00 3,048.65 3,061.90 -35.25
ICICIBANK 363.75 363.75 354.25 358.4 -4.6
BAJFINANCE 3,358.00 3,372.00 3,254.50 3,287.00 -48.15
HINDUNILVR 2,065.00 2,069.25 2,024.75 2,032.00 -31.3
HDFCLIFE 586.8 586.8 563.75 570.7 -10.5
BHARTIARTL 444 444.55 429.5 435.6 -8.05
CIPLA 777.6 786 759.05 760.45 -14.35
TECHM 785 790 764 764.85 -14.55
GRASIM 736 739.9 715.05 718.1 -16.1
ITC 174.75 174.75 169 169.5 -3.8
BAJAJ-AUTO 2,992.70 3,011.00 2,890.00 2,901.00 -65.35
COALINDIA 121.15 121.55 117.15 117.35 -2.65
BAJAJFINSV 6,031.75 6,049.50 5,832.55 5,848.00 -137.95
HCLTECH 837.4 841.1 810.2 815.35 -19.9
NTPC 88.5 88.9 84.65 85.1 -2.4
AXISBANK 442.4 443.3 424.8 427 -12.25
POWERGRID 169 169.4 162.5 162.75 -5.4
INDUSINDBK 559 561.85 528.95 535.9 -19.2
ONGC 72.5 72.7 68.9 69.35 -2.5
UPL 514.5 514.5 490.6 492 -17.8

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 27,180.55 27,286.55 26,801.25 26,866.00 -124.9
ADANIGREEN 714.1 714.1 714.1 714.1 34
MUTHOOTFIN 1,102.05 1,144.30 1,093.30 1,129.00 39.2
MOTHERSUMI 113.9 116.7 111.9 116.5 3.9
AMBUJACEM 214.05 218.5 210.8 217.15 5.5
SIEMENS 1,250.00 1,277.70 1,236.00 1,264.00 18.2
BOSCHLTD 13,515.10 13,829.95 13,416.05 13,660.00 169.2
OFSS 3,047.80 3,097.80 3,045.65 3,076.10 37.1
NAUKRI 3,600.00 3,703.10 3,599.95 3,614.00 38.45
HINDZINC 211.3 214.75 210.15 212.1 2.25
NMDC 82.45 83.35 81.2 82.55 0.85
ICICIPRULI 419.85 429.55 419.7 423.9 3.45
DMART 2,108.40 2,150.60 2,082.90 2,125.00 16.6
BIOCON 452 462.8 449.15 453.6 3.2
TORNTPHARM 2,719.50 2,779.95 2,679.05 2,706.95 13.5
SBICARD 845.1 854.85 830.65 845 3.6
PFC 88.7 89.1 87 88.15 0.2
ACC 1,380.40 1,398.60 1,358.30 1,378.40 3
HINDPETRO 184.95 186.5 181.75 184.3 0.3
HDFCAMC 2,299.00 2,320.00 2,210.00 2,251.05 -0.5
ABBOTINDIA 16,443.65 16,510.10 16,111.60 16,315.25 -2.95
ALKEM 2,806.95 2,830.00 2,765.00 2,772.60 -2.85
PGHH 9,907.80 10,010.10 9,867.90 9,873.10 -14.35
AUROPHARMA 805 809.9 790.35 796.6 -4.1
PIDILITIND 1,446.00 1,456.40 1,422.65 1,425.00 -11.35
CADILAHC 388.1 394.8 385.35 386.75 -3.85
GODREJCP 715.25 730 702.1 705.95 -7.3
LTI 2,534.70 2,561.60 2,466.15 2,505.45 -30.6
DABUR 503.05 510.3 496.25 497.05 -6.2
PETRONET 224 225.4 217 219.65 -2.75
ICICIGI 1,278.00 1,278.00 1,246.20 1,250.00 -18.5
LUPIN 1,014.00 1,014.00 994 994.05 -14.9
CONCOR 382.4 386 372.65 374.6 -5.7
MARICO 362 366.35 354.75 355.05 -5.6
BERGEPAINT 593.8 599.85 574.7 577.75 -9.5
ADANITRANS 254.4 257 246.5 247 -4.2
COLPAL 1,447.90 1,460.00 1,414.00 1,415.00 -25.9
UBL 975 986.5 946.25 951.2 -18.4
DLF 158.5 158.95 153 154.25 -3.45
GICRE 126.5 126.6 121.75 122.4 -3.05
BANDHANBNK 282.5 285.9 271.65 273.3 -7.15
PEL 1,295.80 1,313.45 1,239.00 1,248.65 -34.65
HAVELLS 688.5 691 661.4 666 -18.5
BAJAJHLDNG 2,500.00 2,509.00 2,410.30 2,425.00 -67.6
TATACONSUM 519.6 527 500.1 502 -15
IGL 405 405.7 388.05 391.95 -11.9
INDIGO 1,288.95 1,288.95 1,224.05 1,235.00 -40.4
MCDOWELL-N 533 537.85 508.3 511 -17.3
PNB 30.2 30.4 28.7 29.05 -1.1
INFRATEL 185.9 186.3 177.25 178.45 -7.45
BANKBARODA 43.4 43.6 40.7 41.4 -1.95
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The Centre on Tuesday said
16,420 tonnes of paddy

worth �31 crore has been pro-
cured at minimum support
price (MSP) in the last 72
hours from farmers in Punjab
and Haryana, while procure-
ment has just commenced in
other States.    With the latest
procurement data, the
Government aims to send a
message to farmers protesting
against new farm laws that it
has no intention of scrapping
procurement at MSP. Farmers
in Punjab and Haryana and
several other states are protest-
ing against the new farm laws,
which they feel will lead to pro-
curement in the hands of cor-
porates and the end of MSP
regime.  The Union
Agriculture Ministry, in a state-
ment, said arrival of kharif
crops has just begun and the
government continues to pro-
cure 2020-21 kharif crops like
paddy at MSP from farmers as

per the existing schemes.
Paddy procurement com-
menced from September 26 in
Punjab and Haryana, while it
started on September 28 in
other states.

In Punjab and Haryana
alone, about 16,420 tonnes
paddy at MSP of �1,888 per
quintal, totalling �31 crore, has
been procured up to
September 28, it said.
Of this, about 3,164 tonnes
paddy has been purchased in
Haryana, while 13,256 tonnes
in Punjab from 1,443 farmers,
it added.  For the current year,
the government has fixed the
MSP of paddy (common
grade) at �1,868 per quintal,
while that of A grade variety
has been fixed at Rs 1,888 per
quintal.  The Government has
also given nod for procure-
ment of 14.09 lakh tonnes of
kharif pulses and oilseeds for
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Telangana and
Haryana under the Price
Support Scheme (PSS).
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After two consecutive ses-
sions of thumping gains,

benchmarks Sensex and Nifty
took a pause on Tuesday amid
lack of directional cues from
domestic and global markets.

After starting the session
on a positive note, the BSE
Sensex was caught in an intense
volatility as the trade pro-
gressed, paring all intra-day
gains to end 8.41 points or 0.02
per cent lower at 37,973.22.

Similarly, the NSE Nifty
slipped 5.15 points or 0.05 per
cent to 11,222.40.

Analysts said that domes-
tic equities traded on a chop-
py note amid lack of directional
cues from the domestic as well
as global markets.

On the Sensex chart,
ONGC was the top loser, shed-
ding around 3 per cent, fol-
lowed by IndusInd Bank,
PowerGrid, Axis Bank, HCL
Tech, NTPC and ITC.

On the other hand,
UltraTech Cement, TCS, Tata
Steel, Titan and HDFC were
among the gainers.

Of the Sensex constituents,
20 logged losses and 10 regis-
tered gains.  Sectorally, BSE
telecom, utilities, FMCG,
bankex, realty and power
indices fell up to 2.13 per cent.

On the other hand, con-
sumer durables, metal, energy,
basic materials, IT and auto
indices rose up to 1.97 per cent.

Broader midcap and small-
cap indices fell up to 0.16 per
cent.”After a gap up opening,
the benchmark indices grew
volatile, before ending the day
flat. Global markets were also
undecided and slightly negative
for the day as the outcome of
the first US presidential debate
was awaited,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

With increasing coron-
avirus infections and chances of
location-specific lockdowns,

Indian indices were also uncer-
tain, he said, adding that mar-
kets are awaiting a trigger in the
form of confirmation of a stim-
ulus package by the govern-
ment to boost economic activ-
ity.

Market participants across
the globe are looking for cues
from the first presidential
debate between US President
Donald Trump and
Democratic candidate Joe
Biden, set for later in the day.

Asian markets ended
mixed after a mildly higher
opening on Tuesday ahead of
the first US presidential debate
later in the global day, with
investors also remaining cau-
tious over the global economy’s
prospects as coronavirus deaths
surpassed the one-million
mark worldwide, market
experts said.

Bourses in Shanghai,
Tokyo and Seoul ended with
gains, while Hong Kong was in
the red.
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The steady rise in caseloads
and the spillover effects of

the strict lockdown measures
will continue to undermine
economic growth in the
country, says a report.

According to Dun and
Bradstreet’s  Economy
Forecast, concerns over the
pace of economic recovery
have deepened.

“The recovery now is
expected to be gradual as ris-
ing infections pose con-
straints. Even if the growth
takes the form of a V-shape,
the level of Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) will matter.
Credit growth has not picked
up as envisaged,” said Arun
Singh,  Global  Chief
Economist ,  Dun &
Bradstreet.  Moreover, with
the credit guarantee scheme
in place  for  Smal l  and
Medium Enterprises (SMEs),
credit off-take was expected
to strengthen more than the

current level so far, Singh
added.

According to various
estimates, India’s coron-
avirus-battered economy will
witness significant contrac-
tion during the current finan-
cial year.  India’s economy
suffered its worst slump on
record in April-June, with
the GDP contracting 23.9
per cent as the coronavirus-
related lockdowns weighed
on the already-declining con-
sumer demand and invest-
ment.  “The steady rise in
caseloads and the spillover
effects of the strict lockdown
measures will continue to
undermine the growth
impulses during the subse-
quent quarters of the year.
Constrained government
f inances,  contraction in
investment activity and prob-
able defaults, both at the firm
and consumer level will con-
tinue to be a drag on growth,”
Singh said.

According to the Union

Health Ministry’s data updat-
ed on Tuesday, the total coro-
navirus cases in the country
mounted to 61,45,291 with
70,589 new infections, while
the death toll reached 96,318.

According to the Dun
and Bradstreet (D&B) report,
following the easing of lock-
down restrictions, the pace of
contraction in the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP) is
expected to reduce further.

“The pent-up demand
and re-start of small busi-
nesses and street vendors
along with medium and large
firms are likely to drive
demand for industrial goods.
The index is expected to
rebound to the positive ter-
ritory from the month of
October,” the report said.

During August, D&B
expects IIP to have fallen by
(-) 4 per cent to (-) 3 per cent.

According to official
data, India’s industrial pro-
duction shrank 10.4 per cent
in July.
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Rating agency Ind-Ra
expects automobile sales

to decline by 20-25 per cent this
fiscal against its earlier forecast

of 22-25 per cent on account of
increasing preference for per-
sonal mobility and an expect-
ed demand rebound from rural
and semi-urban markets. 

At the same time, the rat-

ing agency has maintained a
negative outlook for the auto
sector for the second half of the
fiscal, owing to continued weak
consumer sentiments and
macroeconomic headwinds

amid the disruptions caused by
the pandemic, Ind-Ra said in a
release. 

The latest forecast is
marginally better than the ear-
lier forecast of 22-25 per cent

Y-o-Y decline in sales volume
in FY2021, released in June this
year, Ind-Ra said.

Favourable regulatory
changes such as GST cuts or
incentive-based scrappage pol-

icy could help demand revival
in the medium-term, the rat-
ings agency said.

It, however, warned that
any significant spread of the
virus to rural India could affect

the recovery trend due to fur-
ther disruptions in those parts
of the economy.  

Both passenger vehicles
(PVs) and two-wheelers (TWs)
sales could fall 18-21 per cent

y-o-y in this fiscal while the
decline in the commercial vehi-
cles (CVs) sales would be 30-
35 per cent y-o-y in FY2021, on
account of lower economic
activities, it said. 
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Portland (US): Protesters and
Portland police clashed again in
Oregon’s largest city late
Monday, with demonstrators
hurling rocks, punching a
police sergeant in the face and
spraying a chemical irritant at
officers, police said in a state-
ment. Twenty four people were
arrested.

The demonstration with
about 150 protesters took place
outside a police union building
that has turned into a fre-

quent protest site, police said in
the statement issued Friday.

The protesters with
makeshift shields gathered ear-
lier for their demonstration in
a park and officers moved in to
take away the shields, police
said. A scuffle happened when
officers tried to seize a sign that
said “vote,” multiple videos
from the scene showed, and
police also used pepper spray,
The Oregonian/Oregonian Live
reported.

Police in their statement
called the protesters’ walk from
the park to the union building
a “planned unpermitted
march.” Most of those detained
amid clashes were arrested on
suspicion of interfering with a
police officer and disorderly
conduct.

Portland has been gripped
by nightly protests for more
than three months since the
police killing of George Floyd
in Minneapolis. AP

Yerevan (Armenia): Armenian
and Azerbaijani forces accused
each other of attacks on their
territory Tuesday, as fighting
over the separatist region of
Nagorno-Karabakh continued
for a third straight day follow-
ing the reigniting of a decades-
old conflict.

Azerbaijan’s Defense
Ministry said Armenian forces
shelled the Dashkesan region in
Azerbaijan, while Armenian
officials said Azeri forces
opened fire on a military unit
in the Armenian town, setting
a bus on fire and killing one
civilian.

Armenia’s Foreign
Ministry “completely” denied
reports of shelling the
Dashkesan region and said in
a statement that with those
reports Azerbaijan was laying
the groundwork for “expanding
the geography of hostilities,
including the aggression
against the Republic of
Armenia.” 

The previous two days of

fighting killed dozens and left
scores wounded. The Nagorno-
Karabakh Defense Ministry
reported 84 servicemen killed
so far. Azerbaijan’s president,
Ilham Aliyev, said Tuesday that
10 civilians were killed on its
side, but he didn’t offer any
details on the country’s military

casualties.
The heavy fighting broke

out Sunday in Nagorno-
Karabakh, which lies within
Azerbaijan but has been under
the control of ethnic Armenian
forces backed by the Armenian
government since 1994 at the
end of a separatist war. AP

Athens (Greece): US Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo
expressed support Tuesday for
talks between Greece and
Turkey, NATO allies whose
relations have deteriorated
sharply to the point where both
had warships facing off in the
Mediterranean.

Speaking from the Souda
Bay military base on the island
of Crete, on the second day of
a five-day regional tour,
Pompeo said relations between
the United States and Greece
are “at an all time high and get-
ting stronger.”

“Today I’m in Crete to
showcase one of America’s
strongest military relation-
ships throughout all of
Europe,” Pompeo said.

“We, the Americans, look
to Greece as a true pillar for
stability and prosperity in the
eastern Mediterranean, and
we’re incredibly proud to sup-
port its leadership.” Greece
has been looking to the U.S.
And the European Union for
support in its dispute with

neighbouring Turkey, which it
accuses of encroaching on its
sovereign rights in the eastern
Mediterranean. 

Last month Turkey sent a
research vessel, accompanied
by warships, to prospect for
energy resources in an area
Greece claims is on its own
continental shelf and where it
claims exclusive economic
rights. Athens sent warships of
its own to the area, and put its
armed forces on alert. The dis-
pute has led to fears of open
conflict. EU leaders are to dis-
cuss potentially imposing sanc-
tions on Turkey for its actions
later this week.

But tension has eased
somewhat recently, with
Athens and Ankara announc-
ing they will restart an ongoing
process of exploratory talks.

Technical discussions on a
military level have also been
taking place at NATO for the
avoidance of a military acci-
dent, such as the collision in
August of warships from the
two sides, which reportedly

caused minor damage to a
Turkish frigate and no injuries
on either side.

“We strongly support dia-
logue between NATO allies
Greece and Turkey and
encourage them to resume
discussion of these issues as
soon as possible,” Pompeo said
in brief statements after meet-
ing with Greek Prime Minister
Kyriakos Mitsotakis. 

“I spoke with (NATO)
Secretary-General (Jens)
Stoltenberg just two days ago
on the progress being made at
NATO. And we hope that
these talks can continue in a
serious way.” Amid the tension
with Turkey, Greece has
announced major arms pur-
chases, including fighter jets
from France, as well as war-
ships, helicopters and weapons
systems. 

“In the Mediterranean,
there should be no waves
caused by threats and rivalry.
It is a sea of strategic impor-
tance, also for the United
States,” Mitsotakis said. AP

Islamabad: The chief of
Afghanistan’s peace negotiating
team said Tuesday on a visit to
Pakistan that the time has
come for the two neighbouring
countries to shun the suspi-
cion, “stale rhetoric” and tired
conspiracy theories that have
dogged past relations.

Abdullah Abdullah is in
Pakistan on a bridge-building
mission meant to mend deep-
rooted mistrust between the
two countries. It was his first
visit in 12 years.

Abdullah told the Institute
of Strategic Studies in the fed-
eral capital of Islamabad that
the two neighbors are on the
threshold of a new relationship
characterised by “mutual
respect, sincere cooperation
and shared prosperity.”

“I am a firm believer that
after many troubling years,
we now need to go beyond the
usual stale rhetoric and shad-
owy conspiracy theories that
have held us back,” Abdullah
said. “We cannot afford to
pursue business as usual. We

need fresh approaches and
our people demand it. It is
more urgent than ever to look
to our region as one region. “

His statements come ahead
of meetings later Tuesday with
Pakistan’s powerful army chief
and prime minister. His visit
also comes at a crucial time in
Afghanistan’s troubled history
as a government-appointed
negotiation team is in the Gulf
state of Qatar brokering an end
to war with its Taliban foes.

Even before coming to
power in 2018, Pakistan’s
Prime Minister Imran Khan
has advocated for a political
end to Afghanistan’s war and
has been a strong critic of
Washington’s so-called war on
terror saying it has left tens of
thousands of Pakistanis and
Afghans dead.

But many in Afghanistan
have been critical of the sup-
port the Taliban received in
Pakistan following the col-
lapse of their rule in 2001 with
the U.S.-led invasion of
Afghanistan. AP

Washington: As a presidential
candidate in 2016, Donald
Trump seized control of the
White House race and never let
go. 

He masterfully defined and
denigrated his opponents with
cutting nicknames and a say-
anything debate style, and
repeatedly drew his rivals into
the controversies he created.

That’s proven far more dif-
ficult for Trump in the 2020
race. 

Though he may still be the
most visible and visceral force
in the White House contest, he
has repeatedly struggled to
control the contours of the
campaign against Democrat
Joe Biden.

The president’s attacks on
Biden have been scattershot and
inconsistent, frustrating some
Republicans who believe he
has squandered repeated
opportunities to define his rival. 

His efforts to move past the
coronavirus pandemic and
onto issues he views as more
favourable for his reelection
prospects, including law
enforcement and the economy,
have failed to convince many
voters that the public health cri-
sis is any less of a concern or
that his leadership during the
pandemic has been effective.

Even Trump’s rollout of
Judge Amy Coney Barrett as his
Supreme Court nominee on
Saturday, a pick aimed at ener-
gizing conservative voters, was
overshadowed the very next

day by bombshell revelations in
The New York Times about his
personal finances.

Tuesday’s first presidential
debate between Trump and
Biden offers the president one
of his last opportunities to
reshape the race and colour
voters’ impressions of the for-
mer vice president. 

But with just five weeks
until Election Day, voting
already underway in some bat-
tleground states, and partisan
views among many voters
deeply entrenched, some
Republicans say Trump may
have effectively run out of
time.

“Donald Trump is essen-
tially facing three enemies in
this campaign: He’s facing the
coronavirus, he’s facing Joe
Biden, and he’s facing the cal-
endar,” said Neil Newhouse, a
Republican pollster.

Few leaders in either party
are ready to truly count Trump

out, particularly given that
polls broke late for him in his
2016 contest against Hillary
Clinton. 

And in the lead-up to
Tuesday night’s debate, Trump
has previewed a broad attack
on Biden’s record, his charac-
ter and his mental acuity.

But his messaging has
inherent inconsistencies.

Sometimes Trump paints
Biden as a far-left candidate; at
other times he argues that
while Biden is more moderate,
he would be controlled by his
party’s most liberal factions. 

Trump has aggressively
argued that his 77-year-old
rival has lost a step and isn’t up
for the job; yet in talking points
Trump’s campaign sent
Republicans on Monday, they
warned that Biden’s abilities in
the debate should not be
underestimated.

Some of the president’s
supporters say they remain

confident Trump has both the
time and the political skill to
overtake Biden in this final
stretch.

“President Trump has
plenty of ready-made ammu-
nition he has been using effec-
tively on the campaign trail,”
said Ed Brookover, a
Republican strategist who
advised Trump’s 2016 cam-
paign before being ousted dur-

ing the general election. 
“They will resonate as peo-

ple learn more about Vice
President Biden.” 

But privately many
Republicans are perplexed that
Trump, who skillfully identified
and preyed on his rivals’ weak-
nesses in 2016, seems to still be
grasping for the most effective
ways to define Biden at this late
stage of the campaign. AP

United Nations: The United
Arab Emirates has defended
its decision to normalise ties
with Israel and criticised
interference in Arab affairs,
an apparent reference to its
foes Iran and Turkey.

Emirati Foreign Minister
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, the brother of Abu
Dhabi’s  powerful  crown
prince, made the remarks
during a speech Tuesday
before the U.N. General
Assembly.

He proclaimed that the
UAE’s decision announced in
August to formalize ties with
Israel froze a controversial
Israeli plan to annex occupied

territory in the West Bank
claimed by Palestinians.

Israel’s prime minister,
however, has insisted that
plans have only been tem-
porarily suspended.

“We hope this peace
accord wil l  provide the
opportunity for the
Palestinians and the Israelis to
re-engage in negotiations to
achieve peace,” Al Nahyan
said.

Palestinians have blasted
the deals signed by the UAE
and Bahrain with Israel,
which were brokered by the
United States, as acts of
betrayal. President Mahmoud
Abbas used his U.N. Speech

on Friday to stress that his
government has not given a
mandate to anyone to speak
or negotiate on behalf of the
Palestinian people.

Abbas said that the only
path for lasting peace is an
end to the Israeli occupation
and creation of a Palestinian
state. The Emirati foreign
minister also warned against
what he said were “the expan-
sionist ambitions of some
countries in the region.”
Though he stopped short of
naming any countries, the
UAE has long accused Iran,
Turkey and Qatar of meddling
beyond their borders in the
affairs of other states. AP
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Washington: Asserting that
Sikhs in the US have never
been as safe as under the
Trump administration, a
prominent Sikh-American
leader has claimed that the
Biden campaign is trying to
“demoralise and demotivate”
the community.

Jasdip Singh, co-chair of
the Sikhs for Trump, said on
Monday that it was because of
President Donald Trump that
so many Sikh youths were
serving in the US military
today with their turbans and
beard intact.

This is because of the steps
that he has taken with regard
to religious freedom and liber-
ty. Prominent Sikh American
attorney Harmeet Dhillon is
co-chair of Lawyers for Trump,
he said.

“Sikhs in the United States

have never been as safe as
under President Donald
Trump. We are a martial com-
munity, no one can bully us. By
saying so, the Biden campaign
is trying to demoralise and
demotivate us,” Singh said.

His remarks came a day
after the Biden campaign
launched the ‘Sikh Americans
for Biden’, an initiative to reach
out to the Sikh community in
the US. The Biden campaign
vowed to address the unique
challenges, including xeno-
phobia, being faced by the
Sikh community in the US.

In the November 3 presi-
dential election, Democratic
presidential candidate Joe
Biden and his running mate
Kamala Harris will challenge
incumbent Republican
President Trump and Vice
President Mike Pence. PTI 
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“Since a large portion of the popula-
tion is yet susceptible, prevention fatigue
is to be avoided and 5T strategy (Test,
Track, Trace, Treat & Technology) is to be
adhered to,” Dr Bhargava said.

The ICMR chief said blood samples
are collected from the general population
and tested for Immunoglobulin G (or IgG)
antibodies for the serological surveys. He
said if a person is IgG positive, it means
he was exposed to SARS-CoV-2 “sometime
in the past”.

For the second serosurvey, blood
samples were collected from 29,082 indi-
viduals, Bhargava said. The data collect-
ed included socio-demographic details,
history of respiratory symptoms, written
informed consent, ethics clearance, along
with a blood sample.
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About Rs 658.58 crore worth of

ammunition within shelf life was disposed
off between April 2014 and April 2019.
Moreover, after the accidental mine explo-
sion at Central Ammunition Depot,
Pulgaon, Maharashtra in May 2016, Rs
303.23 crore worth of mines were disposed
off. They said the Rs 960 crore loss
roughly mean 100-155 mm medium
artillery guns could have been bought for
this amount.

The medium artillery guns include
howitzers which can easily be transport-
ed to inaccessible areas like Ladakh,
Arunachal Pradesh and other such tough
terrains. These guns can be ferried in heli-
copters right up to hill tops. India signed
a contract in 2018 for US manufactured M-
777 howitzers. The deal is worth over Rs
5,000 crore for 144 howitzers. While 25 of
these guns will be procured off the shelf
the remaining lot is to be manufactured by
an Indian private company.

The forces have favoured increased
role of private companies in production of
ammunition. However, these companies

want hand holding as they do not have the
financial cushion if they do not get orders,
sources said.

Faced with this situation, the Defence
Ministry proposes corporatisation the 41
OFB factories located all over the country.
However, the trade unions are against this
move even though the Government recent-
ly appointed a KPMG-led consortium to
advise the Government on ways to
improve the functioning of the OFB.

The proposed corporatisation of the
OFB will give it autonomy on a par with
Defence Public Sector Undertakings
(DPSU) and a high-level Government
panel is working out a roadmap to raise
the OFB’s turnover to Rs 30,000 crore by
2024-25 annually against existing Rs
12,000 crore after the move, sources said.

After corporatisation, the OFB will be
allowed to forge partnerships with the pri-
vate sector after the Defence Ministry nod
and will continue to receive orders from
the country’s security forces.

The OFB will also be granted a spe-
cial preference of 15 per cent above L1
price for “Make” and “Buy and Make” cat-
egory products. The Centre will support
OFB in case of losses, by way of loan for
30 per cent of the total shortfall and by way
of equity investment for balance 70 per
cent of the amount, they said.

The working capital for the next five
years will be provided by the Department
of Defence Production (DDP) as a one-
time corpus fund and capital investment
for ongoing and sanctioned projects will
also be provided.
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Ruling out poisoning, the AIIMS

panel has raised doubts about Cooper
Hospital findings on the postmortem
report of Rajput that did not even men-
tion basic details like time of death, the
sources said.

Earlier, the Board had asked Cooper
Hospital on why Rajput’s death cannot be
murder and what should be done to rule
this out. It also asked the Mumbai Hospital
how a ligature mark on Rajput’s neck was

on the lower band if he had committed sui-
cide. Suicide by hanging should have led
to a ligature mark on the upper side of the
neck. The kind of ligature mark found on
Rajput’s neck is difficult in case of natur-
al hanging. 
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Congress general secretary and in-

charge of UP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra hit
out at the Yogi Government over the inci-
dent. “A Dalit girl who died in Hathras died
in Safdarjung Hospital. For two weeks she
struggled with life and death in hospitals.
Incidents of rape in Hathras, Shahjahanpur
and Gorakhpur have shaken the State,” she
said.’

In another tweet also she targeted the
Government saying there is “no semblance
of security” for women in the state and
“criminals are committing crimes in the
open”. She claimed that it is the responsi-
bility of the UP Government to provide
safety to women. “@mryogiadityanath
you are accountable for the safety of
women in UP,” the Congress leader tweet-
ed.’’

Former UP Chief Minister and
Bahujan Samaj Party chief Mayawati said,
“The news of the death of Dalit victim after
gangrape in Hathras is very sad. The
Government should provide all possible
help to the victim’s family and ensure fast
punishment to the culprits by prosecuting
them in fast track court,” she said.

Meanwhile Uttar Pradesh government
spokesperson and State Cabinet Minister
Sidharth Nath Singh said the incident is
very saddening. “Our Government stands
with the victim’s family. The investigation
started immediately and four accused have
been arrested. Strict action will be taken.
Law will take its own course,” Singh told
reporters here in Lucknow while con-
firming that the government is extending
all help to the family members. .

Delhi Congress president Anil Kumar
expressed shock and sorrow saying she has
become the latest victim of lawlessness
under the BJP’s Yogi Government.

The DM denied reports of her tongue

being chopped off. He said the tongue of
the girl was cut when the accused tried to
strangulate her. 

On the other hand, IG Aligarh Piyush
Mordia said on September 14, the victim’s
brother filed a complaint that a man stran-
gled and tried to murder his sister. The vic-
tim was then shifted to a hospital. She in
her statement said that the man had also
harassed her, but made no other allega-
tions. But on September 22, the victim
named three more persons and made alle-
gations of rape. The medical examination
did not confirm rape. Samples were sent
to the forensics lab and the report was
awaited. All four accused have been
arrested, the IG said.  He said the trial of
the case would be held in the fast track
court. Now the police have added sections
under Dalit atrocities and murder against
all the four accused.
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by the state government, will be built on

PPP model.
The government has also extended the

dates for signing the concession agreement
because of COVID-19 pandemic.

Ownership scheme: The cabinet has
also approved the Union government’s
Swamitva Yojana (Ownership Scheme) to
map residential land ownership in the rural
areas using modern technology like the use
of drones.

“The scheme will revolutionise prop-
erty record maintenance in UP and was
launched on the Panchayati Raj Diwas by
the prime minister.” the spokesman said.

The Swamitva Yojana is meant to cre-
ate a record of land ownership in rural
areas using modern technology and will
be piloted by the Panchayati Raj depart-
ment. 

“The need for this scheme was felt
since several villagers in rural areas do not
have papers proving ownership on their
land. In some areas, survey and measure-
ment of the populated areas in the villages
has not been done for the purpose of attes-
tation/verification of properties. This
scheme will fill this gap to provide own-

ership rights to the people in the villages,”
the official said.

The population in 1,08,648 villages will
be surveyed under this scheme.

ODOP Retail: To make One District
One Product (ODOP) a brand, the UP
government has decided to set up retail
shops at prominent places like railway sta-
tions and airports across the country. The
government will also extend financial sup-
port for opening these centres.

At panchayat level, the help would be
of Rs 40,000, at nagar palika area it would
be Rs 60,000 and in nagar nigam region
it would be Rs 1 lakh. At prominent air-
ports like Delhi and Mumbai, the help
would be up to Rs 5 lakh while for airports
in smaller cities like Lucknow, Varanasi,
Pune, Vadodara, Amritsar, Indore, Nagpur,
Visakhapatanam and Tirupati it would be
anything between Rs 1.50 lakh and Rs 4
lakh.

Medical faculty: The government has
decided to appoint retired teachers of state
medical colleges or Armed Forces Medical
Services as professors in the newly-con-
structed medical colleges. This will help in
tiding over the paucity of medical faculty
in these medical colleges.

They will be appointed as consultant
at an honorarium of Rs 2.20 lakh per
month.

In other decisions, the government has
decided to link Agnawadi with the State
Rural Livelihood Mission and has
approved revised estimates for construc-
tion of jail in Etawah. The cabinet has also
approved giving land of Irrigation depart-
ment to Indian Railways for construction
of rail line between Deoband and Roorkee.
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“They are insulting the farmers by set-

ting fire to the machines and equipment
that is worshipped by them,” he said.

The Prime Minister accused the
Opposition of misleading farmers on the
new farm laws including the Minimum
Support Price (MSP) & its continuation.

“There will not only be MSP in the
country but also the freedom for farmers

to sell their produce anywhere. But some
people are unable to tolerate this freedom.
Their one more medium to earn black
income is finished,” he said.

The Government has asserted that the
new laws will free farmers from the mid-
dlemen and allow them to sell their prod-
ucts anywhere they want at a remunera-
tive price.

The Congress-led-Opposition has
alleged that the three farm laws passed by
Parliament, last week, will hand over
farming to the corporates through the con-
tract farming.

The Modi-Government has said it is
implementing what Congress has
promised to the farmers in its 2019 man-
ifesto.
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The LJP’s “aggressive stand” has come

close on the heels of  the Upendra
Kushwaha-led Rashtriya Lok Samta Party
(RLSP) announcing that the party will con-
test the Bihar Assembly Elections along
with the Bahujan Samaj Party  and the
Janwadi Party Socialist.

A day before BJP had ruled-out
alliance with the RLSP which had quit
NDA in 2019. The Bihar Assembly elec-
tions will be held in three phases - the first
phase will be held on October 28, the sec-
ond phase will be on November 3 and the
third phase will be on November 7. 

The JDU has asked the BJP to settle
LJP’s seat quota from about half of the total
seats it is contesting.
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In a detailed statement, the MHA said

that the Amnesty International received
permission to accept money under FCRA
only once in 2000 and later accepted
money in dubious way by floating four
companies and illegally shown as FDI.
“Human Rights cannot be an excuse for
defying the law of the land,” said MHA in
statement on the Amnesty’s statement
accusing Government of India for forcing
them to shut their operations.
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Each day, new businesses are cre-
ated with the aim of becoming
profitable and successful.

Businesses have always been inter-
twined with the legal regulations, and
with the ever-evolving ecosystem, it
becomes necessary for lawyers and
solicitors to comprehend the impor-
tance of business law. Business law
specifically deals with the evolution
and establishment of new business
ventures and any problems that may
arise as the business associates with the
government, other companies, and the
public. It is, therefore, important to
have a business-law attorney repre-
senting your business as well as to
avoid any incidences of future litiga-
tion. 

Individuals need to be governed by
legal restrictions in a country in order
to operate with some measures.
Similarly, businesses need to operate
under some legal guidelines. In the

absence of these laws, it will become
extremely challenging to manage the
various activities that are initiated in
the name of the business. The laws also
help to lay down the certainty and sta-
bility to the stakeholders of the busi-
ness, besides providing a means to
resolve disputes and protect the pub-
lic against any wrongdoings for ensur-
ing better profits or assured sustenance
in a highly competitive market.  

It is important to enter some
form of a contract while doing busi-
ness. Let’s take an example of a whole-
saler. A wholesaler wouldn’t ship
shoes to the retailer unless there is a
legal document or a force that can bind
the retailer to pay for the goods. When
a business enters into a contract with
other businesses, it is important to
know who is bound to the contract
and the outcomes in case the individ-
uals who agreed upon the contract fail
to perform as legally outlined in the

contract.
� Businesses need a universal set of
standards: A basic understanding of
business law helps the business own-
ers and other professionals to make
better decisions. There are several legal
rules and regulations that apply to
businesses, and they need these legal
guidelines to resolve disputes and
grievances, provide certainty, define
unacceptable behavior, and protect the
employees.
� Handling contracts and legal
agreements: For a smooth business
operation, it is important to keep all
the legal documents clear of discrep-
ancies. Studying business law can
equip young legal professionals to sug-
gest their legal team to make the
appropriate changes to eliminate any
terms that might seem conflicting with
their business interests.
� The rationale for judgment calls:
Legal professionals need to tackle a

wide range of legal issues as a part of
day to day business operation.
Possessing appropriate knowledge of
business law enables the professionals
to not only fully understand these legal
issues, but also their consequences and
implications for the business. This, in
turn, proves critical in helping the pro-
fessionals to make the most beneficial
decisions for the business. 
�Outlines the legal responsibilities
for the business and the consumer:
In the day-to-day operations of a busi-
ness, engaging with other parties like
customers or vendors is crucial to any
business. Companies need to know
that a set of legal responsibilities
obligates them. Once it becomes com-
plex, a clearly defined set of terms and
conditions should be outlined by legal
professionals to ensure the business-
es' ethics and disputes are resolved in
the best possible way.
� Help understand and manage

transactions: Exchange of money
taking place between businesses, cus-
tomers, or banks helps businesses to
make their transactions smooth. But
the obligations associated with it are
also necessary to be understood.
Business law makes sure that the
organisation is legally covered from all
angles before any financial transaction
takes place. 

The legal team also prepares the
documents to ensure that the business
is protected on papers.

Business law as a specialisation is
gaining popularity, and with a degree
in business law, young lawyers can also
explore career options in different
facets of business like legal fee audi-
tors, transactional analysts. All this
translates into a plethora of options for
law graduates to engage in a mix of
business and law.
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The NSS Cell of Guru Gobind
Singh Indraprastha University,

Delhi, in collaboration with the NSS
unit of Vivekananda Institute of
Professional Studies, affiliated to
GGSIPU, celebrated the NSS Day on
September 29, 2020. The event was
held online on Zoom and streamed
live over YouTube and Facebook.

The theme was — Holistic
Health and Wellbeing. Throughout
the week, several online competi-
tions were conducted including
poster making, cooking, slogan
writing, logo making, essay writing
& recitation, NSS quiz and planta-
tion campaign. The sub-themes
were — mental health, nutrition,
physical health, environment, anti-

tobacco, harmful effects of drugs
and unhealthy lifestyle.

The welcome address was
given by Dr BVR Reddy (pro-
gramme coordinator of NSS Cell of
the university). With motivating the
NSS volunteers, he highlighted the
previous activities of NSS Cell and
said: “We have 10 units and have a
list of promoted activities at respec-
tive units and also promote to
adopt villages/slums so that, chil-
dren get sensitised towards the
societal problems and in a big way,
university contributes in alleviating
programmes and finding technical
solutions by sending our children to
what we call as special campaigns.
These are our primary objectives.”
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The Defence
Minister of India,

Rajnath Singh on
September 29,2020
launched A bouquet
of flowers, a book
written by author Dr
Krishna Saksena, at
his residence. This is
the ninth book
authored by the
senior English
Professor who is the
first lady to get a PhD
from Lucknow, Uttar
Pradesh in 1955.

Through this

book, Dr Saksena,
presents a series of
anecdotes that allow
the reader to extract
the moral of the sto-
ries, rather than a
didactic imposition
of her views. 

Speaking about
the book, Dr Saksena
says: “The book has
been designed to
allow the readers to
travel their journey,
arrive at their per-
sonal realisation and
be inspired. I hope the
readers enjoy and
relate with it.”

Business models across the world
have changed and the expectations

of the customers' expectations, be it ser-
vice or products, the ever increasing
expectations to run business is getting
tougher.  With the change in the mod-
els, the opportunities to start ups and run
business with support of other resources
with combination of technology is ubiq-
uitous.  The opportunities to raise cap-
ital funding and advisory services are
almost aplenty.

Hence the shift in the paradigm of
business environment has undergone a
massive transformation in recent years.
This transformation has changed the
perspective of our nation regarding
various things including the approach we
have towards developing students for the
challenges thrown at the Indian
Economy and Prosperity. Earlier, we con-
centrated on building job-ready students
so that they can strengthen the econo-
my. 

However, this notion has changed in
recent years. Nowadays, we as a nation
are more focused on developing students
who can create job opportunities; stu-
dents who can not only strengthen the
economy but can also take our country
towards development. Therefore, entre-
preneurship should be encouraged
among students right from undergrad-
uate degree education. 

But, why should entrepreneur-
ship encourage among students right
from undergraduate courses?

The best platform to inculcate the
qualities of entrepreneur is the under-
graduate degree education, and enhanc-
ing interest and exposure to the oppor-
tunities of being an entrepreneur and
helping them to develope basic entre-
preneurial skills can give a strong foun-
dation for students. It prepares the stu-
dent for the journey ahead of them.
Encouraging students for entrepre-
neurship in the under-graduation level

allows them to develop and enhance
skills such as creative thinking, problem-
solving ability, problem identification
ability, time management, among others. 

All these skills enable students to
climb the ladder of success quickly.
Moreover, these skills also prove bene-
ficial in personal development.
Therefore, in recent years colleges are
encouraging entrepreneurship through
courses such as BBA. 

How is BBA suitable to foster
entrepreneurial spirit as well as appro-
priate skills?

BBA is a professional degree pro-
gramme has the potential to expose var-
ious business concepts that are basic
requirements to start a business on own,
as well as the basic skills of accounting
and finance, which are indispensible to
be an entrepreneur.  It is also opening up
chances to meet real life enterepreneurs
in the form of guest lectures to listen to
their experience and learn fruitful

lessons on the same. All the subjects of
BBA together will assist students in
acquiring business knowledge and man-
agement skills at an early stage.
Furthermore, it also allows students to
master in fields like finance, marketing,
information systems, and international
business.

The course is distributed in six
semesters that spread across three years.
Its curriculum is designed in a way that
enables students to develop skills that are
needed in the management career. The
factors listed below establishes ways BBA
is helping students to achieve their
entrepreneurial goals. 

The six semesters of the entire BBA
curriculum has the potential to offer  ver-
satile nature. It provides students with an
in-depth understanding of manage-
ment concepts and its implementation
in the business environment. BBA pro-
gram not only provides the students with
theoretical knowledge but also build
them for practical applications of this
knowledge through internships. The end
of semester mini projects and speciali-
sation project with viva presents ample
opportunities to use creativity in com-
pletion of projects as well as presentation
skills, alongside earning experience
through internships.

The internship opportunity during
college duration gives students an expo-
sure to the work environment.
Furthermore, allowing them to learn
more about business practices. Along
with it, they get a clear understanding of
the domain they would like to pursue a
career.

While at the pursuance of the
course, many of the management col-
leges expose the students to special lec-
tures in the form of entrepreneurship
events, where in many real life entre-
preneurs including the alumnus of the
colleges who turn out to be a successful
entrepreneur to share their experience
in a common platform to encourage
entrepreneurship among students. In
conclusion, we can say that if one wants
to open their own business or enhance
their management skills to pursue a
career in management, then BBA is the
right choice for under-graduation. 
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Experts have been debating for the last few
years that the introduction of machines,
automation and digitisation will cause job

loss. The COVID-19 pandemic has proven it
right, as the majority of work and other activi-
ties, approximately 69 per cent, have moved
online. 

Work online, buy online, learn online is the
new normal.

The pandemic has changed the mindset and
parameters of hiring managers. During this pan-
demic the online professional platform
"LinkedIn" created a buzz by adding a tool to pro-
vide help to professionals who wanted a job
change. In a short span of time more than 30 mil-
lion members have used this tool to help them
become more discoverable by hiring managers.

It is now common knowledge that organi-
sations that have skilled employees with exper-
tise in specific skill sets can manage operations
with less staff but greater efficiency. That is the
key learning for professionals. Upskill, reskill, and
expand your skillset to prevent job loss in the new
normal that has been brought into focus by the
pandemic.

There is a huge demand for professionals in
sectors such as ICT, FMCG, healthcare, logistics
and e-commerce to name a few, who are not only
skilled in the relevant field but also possess good
problem solving, communication, research and
presentation skills, and are also technologically
savvy. It is expected that hiring in these sectors
may go up by 15 per cent to 20 per cent during
the current year. Even in the manufacturing sec-
tor, organisations are on the lookout for indi-
viduals with such skills.

India is a young nation with more than 65
per cent of its population being less than 35
years in age. It also possesses the largest work-
force in the world. Our youth has an incredi-
ble opportunity to become skilled in white col-
lar and blue-collar jobs. Universities focused
on skilling such as Shri Vishwakarma Skill
University of Government of Haryana, are
doing a commendable job by skilling learners

through a unique model of two-way learning,
in various sectors. In this model, theoretical
training is provided in the university by its
expert faculty and the practical training is pro-
vided through on-the-job training by partner
organisations. Students get the chance to
experience practical training, through on-the-
job to not only develop the skill sets in real life
situations but also earn while they learn.

We hope this pandemic is seen as a wake-
up call and more and more professionals and
students embrace learning and skilling as a part
of everyday life to make New India — Skilled
India.
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Vidyamandir Classes, one of
the leading institutes of the

test preparation industry, is
delighted to announce the launch
of Vidyamandir Intellect Quest
(VIQ), Its biggest admission &
scholarship test of the year for one
lakh plus prospective IITJEE and
NEET aspirants. 

VMC aims to pave the way
for students scoring high marks
in IITJEE and NEET through this
launch. This exam will be con-
ducted on October 24 and
November 1, 2020 through the
proctored online medium for

admissions in classroom and
online programmes starting April
2021. 

Students have the option of
selecting any of the two dates as
convenient considering festive
period during the time of exam.
In lieu of the pandemic, students
will get to study at last year fee as
Vidyamandir management has
decided not to have the custom-
ary increase in fees implemented.
Upon qualifying, students can
register for the course at just
�9,999 and pay the balance by
April 2021. 

This is a huge opportunity for
students as they can get mini-

mum savings of �50,000 on select
classroom programmes upon
qualifying and upto 100 per cent
scholarship on fees basis their
merit and their score in this
qualifying test. It is also a chance
for the aspirants to be part of
unique pedagogy of VMC, which
outshines in JEE Main 2020 (Sep)
with six toppers from four states
Delhi, Haryana, Rajasthan, Bihar
and J&K. 

This exam is specially
designed for IIT/JEE and NEET
aspirants who want to be a part
of the top engineering and med-
ical colleges and want to pursue
courses in these streams. This

exam is also a way for students to
understand their current poten-
tial and basis their marks
obtained in VIQ, students can
comprehend their academic intel-
lect. With VIQ Vidyamandir has
also launched Prodigy
Programme which caters to pre-
Foundation stage students who
will be entering Class VI to VIII
in April. These students will get
to build their acumen for reach-
ing their fullest potential. The reg-
istration fee for the exam has been
revised to �99/- during the lock-
down. The students can visit the
website www.vidyamandir.com
for more information on VIQ.
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FIITJEE’s Big Bang Edge Test
will be held across the coun-

try in Proctored Online Mode
on October 18, 2020 for stu-
dents presently in Class V, VI,
VII, VIII, IX, X & XI (going to
Class VI, VII, VIII, IX, X, XI &
XII in 2021). 

It is a unique platform for
students aspiring all-round
excellence as it will help stu-
dents realise and maximise
their current potential for
National and International
Level Competitive as well as
Scholastic exams.this test is
also a scholarship test. 

With the Big Bang Edge

Test, students will have a gold-
en Opportunity to accelerate
their preparation for JEE
Advanced, JEE Main, BITSAT,
Olympiads, KVPY, X & XII
Boards, NTSE & Jr. Olympiads,
without any break, impedi-
ments and hurdles even amidst
COVID pandemic.

The test will showcase the
student’s readiness reflected
by a single All India Rank
Potential Index for the goals
they aspire for, such as JEE
(Main & Advanced), KVPY,
Boards, BITSAT, NTSE, Senior
and Junior Science Olympiads
KVPY, BITSAT and X / XII
Boards. For more details log on
to www.bigbangedge.com.
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In the current day scenario,
education is making major

strides away from the erst-
while ‘rote learning’ which was
its primary focus. Now, many
companies look for individuals
who do not just have a bag full
of academic qualifications, but
rather skills and experience
that they bring with them mak-
ing them work-ready.

A survey conducted by
Vasitum, a recruitment start-up,
and Talerang, employability
and training organisation, has
released some insights by
employees about what they
consider to be vital career skills
for success in the workplace.

The survey has revealed some
interesting observations. Results
show that there is a consensus
among all about the importance
of skill development for jobs.
Skill development is no longer
a matter of choice. It is
inevitable to adapt, survive and
succeed. 

About 45.5% of the partic-
ipants are graduates and 31.8%
are employed full-time with
various companies, but not
necessarily having years of
experience. About 14.9% are
trained professionals who say
that they acquired the necessary
skill-set on the job. This goes to
show the skill-gap that the
existing education regime needs
to address on an urgent basis. 
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The JEE Advanced 2020
organised by IIT-Delhi for
admission to the 23 IITs was

held on September 27, 2020. There
were two papers — Paper-I amd
Paper-II and both were compul-
sory. Analysis of JEE Advanced
(Paper-I):

Total Marks: 198
The Paper had (54) questions

in total.
It had three parts — Physics,

Chemistry & Mathematics.
Maximum marks for each part

was 66.
Over all analysis of Paper I:

Students found the overall level of
paper moderate to difficult level
but not easy. However, it was eas-
ier compared to 2019 as per stu-
dents.

Some students have reported
Chemistry was easy to moderate,
Physics was moderate but Maths
relatively difficult. 

In Physics almost questions
from chapter of Classes XI and XII
were asked. Some students report-
ed Physics was lengthy. Chapters
like Rotation, Work Power Energy,
magnetism & Thermodynamics
had more questions. 

In Mathematics, there were
five-six questions from Calculus.
There were questions from

Continuity & Differentiability,
Application of Derivative, Definite
Integrals. One question each from
Probability, Complex Numbers,
Determinants and two questions
from 3 D Geometry. 

In Chemistry, few questions on
Organic Chemistry compared to
Inorganic & Physical Chemistry.

No mistakes reported till now
as complete paper is yet to be
analysed.

Over all analysis of Paper-II:
Students found the overall level of
the paper to be moderately tough. 

It was lengthy and tougher
compared to Paper-I. 

Chemistry was easy to mod-
erate, Mathematics was moderate
& Physics was moderate to tough. 

In Physics questions were
more concept based and covered
all chapters. Questions were asked
from Chapters of Fluids , Ray
Optics, Electromagnetic Induction,
Current Electricity, Rotational
Motion, Heat & Thermodynamics.
Mixed concepts questions took
more time.

In Mathematics, there were
more questions from Calculus &
Algebra . Questions were asked
from Functions, Limits, Continuity
& Differentiability, Application of
Derivatives, Differential Equation.
In Co-ordinate Geometry, there
was a question from Hyperbola. In
Algebra, there were questions from
Permutation & Combination,
Complex Numbers, Matrices. A

question on Probability was had
lengthy calculations. 

In Chemistry, questions from
all chapters were covered and
were Easy to Moderate level.
Organic Chemistry had good no.
of questions. In Physical Chemistry
there were questions from Chapter
of Solutions, Atomic Structure,
Ionic Equilibrium & Chemical
Kinetics.

No mistakes reported till now
as complete paper is yet to be
analysed.As the test was comput-
er-based students had the option
to clear response to change any
option, they could mark it for
review, save and next to proceed
further.
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Every year, thousands of B-school
aspirants apply for schools around
the world as a first step to secur-

ing a place in prestigious institutes.
Cracking one of these schools is not an
easy task though. B-schools reflect this
recognition and hence typically lean
towards candidates who demonstrate all-
round academic capabilities, a well-
rounded personality, leadership quali-
ties and intellectual vigour- attributes
that are seen to be important for success
in the real world of business and
finance.

A key element of the admission
process to these schools is a standard-
ised assessment test. Given the abilities
that are on test, the GRE is the one which
best tests the students on the relevant
metrics. The GRE measures the students'
verbal reasoning, problem solving, crit-
ical reading and analytical writing abil-
ity- in short, it’s a test for some major
competencies that are required for suc-
cess in B-Schools as enumerated above
and is structured as such.  

The first section is the analytical
writing section which is essentially a task
in writing two essays each spanning 30
minutes. The first essay is typically writ-
ten by the student on a topic as chosen
by her stating her position on an issue.
The second essay is then written to dis-
sect the logic provided in the first essay
and to figure out where the logic falters
and can therefore be improved. 

The scoring is done on a scale of 0-
6. Each essay is rated by a human read-
er and an e-reader and in case of dif-
ference in ratings, it's sent to another
human reader and the average of the two
human scores is taken. Analytical abil-
ities and analytical writing in particu-
lar are important skills which are not
only relevant to B-Schools but are
extremely critical for success in the world
outside.

This is followed by the verbal rea-
soning section. This section places a
great deal of emphasis on vocabulary,
logic and reading comprehension. This
is important as proper vocabulary helps
the student better communicate with
peers and others in an academic envi-
ronment. To crack this section, one
would require a fair degree of expertise

in reading and reasoning skills. A fair
amount of habitual reading should get
a student past this section comfortably.
This section is scored on a scale of 130-
170 with one-point increments.

The last section is the quantitative
abilities section which involves problem
solving and quantitative comparisons
and essentially measures an individual's
ability to interpret and analyze data and
quantitative information using mathe-
matical concepts. Quantitative reason-
ing is also on test here. Students are also
allowed to use the calculator for this sec-
tion. As in the previous section, here too
the scoring is done on a scale of 130-170
with 1-point increments.

The three-hour 45 minutes assess-
ment is a section adaptive test which
means one can skip a question which is
tough and move on to another one
which could be answered first and
come come back to skipped question.

An important feature of the GRE is
Score Select option. On test day, this
enables a student to send scores from the
most recent test or any other test taken
within the last five years as per the stu-
dent's preference. This has enabled stu-
dents to send off their best scores, thus
enhancing chances of success.
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Applications are invited
from highly motivated
applicants for the

Presidential Scholarship at
Boston University. The pro-
gramme is open for interna-
tional students.

Eligibility: Applicants
must be an incoming first-year
student at BU. Applicants must
have SAT scores above 1500
and ACT scores above 33.

Award: $25,000
Supporting documents:

Submit all the required sup-
porting documents such as
secondary school records,
English proficiency testing
results, documentation of
financial support, and copy of
data page of the passport

Admission requirements:
The candidates are advised to
check the entry requirements
asked by the university to study
an UG degree programme.

Language requirement: If
the candidate’s first language is
not English, then they have to
demonstrate the English lan-
guage ability by taking the
TOEFL or IELTS test.

How to apply: After taking
confirmation, no additional
application form is required for
this study-fund. The candidates
will be automatically consid-
ered by the university based on
their eligibility.

Application deadline: The
last date to apply for this schol-

arship is December 1, 2020.

Over 600 opportunities
are available at the Tennessee
Technological University,
USA for both home and inter-
national students.

Eligibility: Applicants
whose first language is not
English are usually required to
provide evidence of proficien-
cy in English at the higher level
required by the University.

To complete the universi-
ty’s application, you must be
admitted to Tennessee Tech
(The admission application for
Fall 2021)

Any required supplemen-
tary materials must be received
and processed by January 15 to
be fully considered.
Supplementary materials
include:

Official Transcripts from
any institutions you have pre-
viously attended

FAFSA (completed by
December 15, 2020 used for
consideration for need-based
awards)

Any required letters of rec-
ommendation (must be
received in ScholarWeb by
January 15)

Official ACT or SAT scores
if you are a new freshman
MUST be received by January
15.

Review the scholarship
Timeline. Tennessee Tech’s
application must be completed
each year.

Application deadline: The
last date to apply is December
15, 2020.
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Three wins from three games,
two big rivals dispatched,

and an expensive new signing
already on the scoresheet.

Liverpool is making an omi-
nous start to its title defense in
the Premier League.

The champion’s high-risk,
high-reward strategy paid off in
its come-from-behind 3-1
win over Arsenal on
Monday in an open game
featuring a late clinching
goal by Diogo Jota in his first
league start for Liverpool.

“This was absolutely excep-
tional,” Liverpool manager
Jürgen Klopp said, “100% dom-
inant against a team in form.”

Liverpool is one of three
teams to have opened with three
straight wins, including over
Chelsea and now Arsenal. With
two of its other main rivals —
Manchester City and
Manchester United — having

already lost a game each, the
start to the season could hard-
ly have gone better for Liverpool.

Arsenal dropped points for
the first time but was threaten-
ing to beat Liverpool for a third
straight month — after wins in

the league in July and the
Community Shield in
August — when Lacazette
took advantage of a rare
mistake by Andrew
Robertson to give the visi-

tors a 25th-minute lead.
Sadio Mane equalized inside

three minutes before Robertson
made amends by scoring him-
self after controlling a cross
from Liverpool’s other flying full
back, Trent Alexander-Arnold.

That wild nine-minute peri-
od, featuring three goals, char-
acterized a high-risk game plan
from Liverpool that causes chaos

for its opponents because of the
way they are squeezed high up.

Break the press and
Liverpool is in trouble, though,
and Lacazette was played
through clean on goal in the sec-
ond half for chances to equalize.
Both of his efforts were tame and
comfortably saved by Alisson,
and Lacazette was spotted hid-
ing his head in his jersey in the
dugout after being substituted.

Jota sealed victory in the
88th by driving in a shot that
glanced the post as it went in,
after David Luiz’s headed clear-
ance only reached the edge of the
area.

“It's an amazing feeling, of
course,” said Jota, who recently
joined from Wolverhampton
for 41 million pounds. “I just
wish it was in front of a full sta-
dium.”
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Kolkata Knight Riders will
have to bat out of their skin

to stop a marauding Rajasthan
Royals when the two teams
clash in an IPL match at the
Dubai International Stadium
on Wednesday.

Having started off as under-
dogs, the Royals have taken the
IPL by storm, chasing down the
highest tournament total 224
against Kings XI Punjab in
their last match.

In two wins from two
matches, the Royals have got
past the 200-mark with ease. In
their success, they have found
two stars in Sanju Samson and
Rahul Tewatia, who have out-
shone marquee players.

In his second coming at the
Royals, little known Haryana
all-rounder Tewatia has got
instant stardom for his 31-ball
53 against KXIP, which helped
the side chase down a record

224 with three balls to
spare against KXIP.

But the season so far
belongs to Samson —
the wicketkeeper from
Kerala.

Boasting of the season’s
highest strike-rate of 214.86,
Samson has two successive half-
centuries that has once again put
him in contention for a longer
rope in the Indian team as a
keeper-batsman.

Skipper Steve Smith has
been ever reliable, striking two
half-centuries, while opener Jos
Buttler will be waiting to
explode.

To match or even surpass
the Royals, KKR have the
biggest stars in Andre Russell to
go along with reigning World
Cup winning English skipper
Eoin Morgan, one of the best in
limited-overs cricket.

But both Morgan and
Russell have got limited oppor-
tunities so far, having dropped

down to No 5 and 6 respective-
ly.

The fixture might just final-
ly see them bat higher up, espe-
cially the star Jamaican, who was

their highest run-getter last
season with 510 runs at a aston-
ishing strike rate of 204.81.

Having started off with a
familiar defeat to Mumbai
Indians in their opener, Kolkata
Knight Riders put up a deter-
mined show to bounce back
against a sloppy Sunrisers
Hyderabad.

Talented opener Shubman
Gill’s unbeaten half-century,
aided by Morgan’s late firepow-
er overtook SRH’s below-par
145 with two overs to spare.

Come Wednesday, it may
well be a run feast with no tar-
get ‘safe’ against the Royals.

Dubai has been host to
both the Super-Over matches
this season. The venue will be
an unchartered territory for
both the teams who will be play-
ing here for the first time this
season.

For the record, the teams
batting first have won all the five
matches here so far.
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Second seed Karolina
Pliskova ended Mayar

Sherif ’s fairytale Grand Slam
breakthrough to set up a
Roland Garros second round
clash against former champion
Jelena Ostapenko on Tuesday.

Pliskova, a semi-finalist in
2017, squandered eight set
points in the opening set as
world number 172 Sherif, the
first Egyptian woman to play in
the main draw at a Slam, took
a shock lead.

However, the Czech’s
greater experience eventually
told as she recovered to
progress 6-7 (9/11), 6-2, 6-4.

“I think she was playing
very smart today. Of course she
had a lot of confidence just
winning three matches from
quallies,” said Pliskova of her
24-year-old opponent. “She
had nothing to lose.”

Latvia’s Ostapenko, the
world 43, won her first match
at the French Open since
sweeping to her shock 2017 title
when she fired 46 winners

past Madison Brengle of the
United States to win 6-2, 6-1.

“After I won here it was a
tough time. I had to get used to
the pressure but now it’s all
gone,” said the 23-year-old
Ostapenko.

Meanwhile, a row was
brewing after French player

Kristina Mladenovic suffered a
controversial exit against Laura
Siegemund when the German
player won a point off what
appeared to be a double
bounce.

The incident, which came
with Mladenovic 5-1 ahead
and holding a set point in the

opener, was missed by chair
umpire Eva Asderaki.

World number 44
Mladenovic pleaded in vain
and her German opponent
took full advantage, racing into
the next round 7-5, 6-3.

It was a second suc-
cessive miserable
Grand Slam for the
2 7 - y e a r - o l d
Frenchwoman who
was withdrawn from
the doubles at the US
Open earlier this month in
a row over coronavirus.

Denmark’s Clara Tauson,
just 17 and a qualifier,
unleashed 48 winners to knock
out American 21st seed and US
Open semi-finalist Jennifer
Brady 6-4, 3-6, 9-7.

Tauson also saved two
match points on her way to a
first career main draw win.

Australian Open champi-
on Sofia Kenin recovered from
a break down in the final set to
defeat 125th-ranked Liudmila
Samsonova 6-4, 3-6, 6-3.

Fourth seed Kenin, who
dumped out Serena Williams in
Paris a year ago, fought back
from 2-0 down in the decider
Tuesday to advance to a sec-
ond-round tie against

Romania’s Ana Bogdan.
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Novak Djokovic’s bid to

become the first man in half a
century to win all four Grand
Slam titles twice got off to a

straightforward start on
Tuesday at Roland Garros
as a ‘double bounce’ row
prompted calls for video
replays to be introduced
in tennis.

World number one
Djokovic, returning to Grand

Slam action for the first time
since his US Open disqualifica-
tion, eased past Sweden’s Mikael
Ymer, ranked 80, in straight sets
6-0, 6-2, 6-3.

It was his 32nd win in 33
matches in 2020 and kept him
on course for a second French
Open title following his 2016
triumph, and 18th career
major.

“It’s always a pleasure to
return to Paris on Philippe
Chatrier, this important court.
The atmosphere is a little dif-
ferent this year with few fans
but I remain motivated to win
the title,” said Djokovic, only
one of two men to have defeat-
ed 12-time champion, Rafael
Nadal, in 15 years in Paris.
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“No one can” and “no one should
try” to play like Mahendra

Singh Dhoni, wicketkeeper-batsman
Sanju Samson said on Tuesday, reject-
ing comparisons with the cricket
great after taking the IPL by storm
with his incredible hitting prowess.

Samson cleared the boundaries
at will to power his franchise
Rajasthan Royals to two massive wins
over Chennai Super Kings and Kings
XI Punjab, the
second one
ending in
record IPL
chase.

After his
exploits, Congress MP
f r o m
Thiruvananthapuram,
Shashi Tharoor, called him
the next MS Dhoni.

But Samson did not think so,
quite like former India player and
BJP MP Gautam Gambhir.

“I am sure that no one can
and no one should try to play
like him. It’s not at all easy to
play like MS Dhoni, so leave
that aside. I never think of
playing like MS Dhoni. He is
a legend of Indian cricket, leg-
end of the game,” Samson
said.

“I only focus on my game,
what I can do, how I can do it
best and how I can win match-

es,” the Keralite added, again like
Gambhir, on the eve of his team’s
match against Kolkata Knight Riders.

With his belligerent knocks of 74
and 85, Samson has again staked his
claim for selection in the Indian team.

Asked if he thinks he has done
enough to attract the attention of the
national selectors, Samson said, “I

maybe, I maybe not. The
only think I know is I am in

good form, my only dream is
to win matches for my team,

any team I play. My focus is on
the IPL right now.”

Having performed admirably
well over the last few IPL but

probably not as much in the
domestic circuit, Samson said
he has started to understand his

game better.
“I have understood my

game, it’s more of power
hitting. So I have been
training on my strengths
on my power hitting.”

He said playing most
of his cricket in Kerala and

Jaipur has helped him in
adapting to the hot and
humid conditions of the

UAE better.
“I am in a very good

space mentally. I have worked
closely with our video analyst

for four to five months and that
really helped me improve.”
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Opener Jonny Bairstow’s sublime
fifty was complemented by a stel-
lar bowling effort from Rashid

Khan as Sunrisers Hyderabad outplayed
Delhi Capitals by 15 runs to open their
account in the 13th IPL on Tuesday.

Put in to bat, Bairstow (53 off 48)
scored his second fifty of the tournament,
while David Warner (45 off 33) and Kane
Williamson (41 off 26) also came up with
valuable contributions, helping Sunrisers
Hyderabad post a competitive 162 for
four.

Defending the total, leg-spinner
Rashid (3/14) returned with three cru-
cial wickets, while Bhuvneshwar Kumar

(2/25) scalped two and T Natarajan and
Khaleel Ahmed (1/43) claimed too
chipped in to restrict Delhi to 147 for 7
for a deserving win.

Delhi lost opener Prithvi Shaw (2)
early in their chase but Shikhar Dhawan
(34 off 31) and skipper Shreyas Iyer (17)
took them to 34 for one in the first six
overs.

Rashid got into the act straightaway,
dismissing Iyer with his second ball and
then returned to remove Dhawan with a
wrong’un in the 12th over as DC slipped
to 63 for three.

Rishabh Pant then smashed two
sixes on both sides of the wicket in the
13th over to ease the pressure. Shimron
Hetmyer (21) also joined the party,

launching Khaleel Ahmed for successive
sixes in the 15th over.

However, Bhuvneshwar came back to
dismiss Hetmyer, before Pant became the
third victim of Rashid.

Needing 59 runs from 30 balls, all
eyes were on Marcus Stoinis (11) but he
was done in by a well placed yorker from
Natarajan to end Delhi's hopes.

Earlier, Bairstow smashed two fours
and one six in his innings and shared two
crucial partnerships — 77 off 57 balls
with Warner for the opening stand and
52 off 38 balls with Williamson for the
third wicket.

Making his IPL debut, Jammu and
Kashmir’s Abdul Samad (12 off 7) blast-
ed a four and six in his useful cameo.

Warner and Bairstow were circum-
spect with the pace trio of Ishant Sharma,
Kagiso Rabada (2/21) and Anrich Nortje
maintaining their line and length.

The result was Sunrisers could only
score 38 in the powerplay, which yield-
ed just two fours and a six — all hit by
Warner.

Bairstow picked his first boundary in
the seventh over, launching a slog sweep
for a six off leg-spinner Amit Mishra
(2/35).

The duo tried to make up for the lack
of boundaries on the slow track with their
excellent running between the wickets to
keep the scoreboard ticking.

Warner sent one straight over Ishant’s
head for his second six and then picked
a four off Mishra with a reverse sweep but
the spinner had the last laugh as he had
him caught behind with SRH reaching 82
for one in 10 overs.

Mishra returned to dismiss Manish
Pandey (3) before Sunrisers  crossed the
100-mark in 14th over.

Playing his first match of the season
after recovering from an injur y,
Williamson smashed two fours in the
16th over to take SRH to 128 for two.

Bairstow reached his fifty off 44 balls
before holding out to Nortje in the 18th
over. Williamson too was dismissed in
the last over. 
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Mumbai Indians’ decision to not
send Ishan Kishan, who was

striking the ball hard and clean, to bat
in the Super Over surprised many but
their head coach Mahela Jayawardane
defended the tactic saying they had
faith in their experienced players to do
the job.

It was wicket-keeper batsman
Ishan Kishan, who with his blistering
knock of 99 runs brought Mumbai
Indians back in a stiff 202-run chase
along with Kieron Pollard (60).

However, the match had to be
decided via Super Over, where the
defending champions opted to send
Hardik Pandya with Pollard.

The strategy backfired as all they
could manage was only seven runs off
Navdeep Saini and lost the match to
Royal Challengers Banaglore.

Jayawardene said, Kishan felt tired
after giving his all during the contest.

“If anyone could see, he (Kishan)
was very tired at that moment and we
were thinking that we probably need
a couple of fresh guys who can go and
hit the ball,” the Sri Lankan said at the
post-match press conference.

“It is quite easy to say in hindsight
this and that, but Polly (Pollard) and
Hardik had done the job in the past
in those Super Overs, two experienced
guys who are capable of doing that.

“So you take a chance on these
calls and it could have gone either way.

If we had 10-12 runs anything could
have happened,” explained the coach.

Jayawardane had to admit that
seven runs were too small to defend
even for a bowler of the calibre of
Jasprit Bumrah.

“In the Super Over, we had three
dots, so that’s a killer for you because
we lost a wicket and then we had a
couple of more dots.

“We needed to make sure that we
played some smart shots, get that early
boundary away, which we couldn’t, we
had one, but a couple of boundaries
would have been really handy especial-
ly when Bumrah comes to bowl”,
added the Sri Lankan batting great.
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