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Acity-based caterer has
come up with a unique

product during the Covid-19
pandemic to lure customers
and also boost sales. Infused
with the flavor of fruits, veg-
etables and spices too, the
humble rasgulla has been trans-
formed into an immunity
boosting delicacy.

Just like the ones made
from milk not only satiate the
taste buds but are healthy too,
those made from seasonal
fruits and vegetables are said to
enhance one’s immunity
against the virus. Being a dia-
betic himself, the owner Kamal
Aggarwal, owner of Kamal
Caterer, first thought of intro-
ducing a specialty for people
suffering from the same.

“Since I have a sweet tooth,
I would always find it difficult
to resist a rasgulla. It was then
that my wife, Babita Aggarwal
suggested that we try making
something which even diabet-
ics can eat. It was then that I
first made a rasgulla with green
chillies and karela (bitter
gourd) in the beginning of

August. These are not bitter to
taste but have a flavour of the
main ingredient. Since the out-
break of the virus, I thought of
experimenting further and
making rasgullas with natural
ingredients that could help in
enhancing the immune sys-
tem,” said Aggarwal who is also
the President of Jharkhand
Caterer Association.

The immunity boosting
specialties include rasgullas
made from turmeric, amla
(Indian gooseberry), chyawan-
prash, coriander and lemon.
Guava, kiwi, pineapple and
blueberry are some of the fruity
flavours available.

The fruits and vegetable
flavoured rasgullas are made
using the pulp of the same
which is mixed with 
chhena while the sweet balls are
later dipped in a sugar syrup-
chashni which too is infused
with the flavor of the particu-
lar ingredient.

“Once the trials at home
were successful, I decided to
send some samples to family
and friends for feedback. I was
told that the children were very
attracted to the pink coloured

rasgullas made from strawber-
ries. Beetroot is another variety
which is much appreciated. To
ensure that it is absolutely
healthy, no artificial colours
and flovurs are used,” added
Aggarwal who also represents
Jharkhand at the Federation
All India Caterers (FAIC).

The flavoured rasgullas are
priced at Rs 20 per piece and

are only made on order basis.
Aggarwal also plans to intro-
duce this product at weddings
and parties and put up rasgul-
la counters under the banner
Rasgulla King. “I now plan to
make this popular delicacy
infused with flowers like rose,
bailey, marigold and ranji-
gandha to begin with,” added
Aggarwal.
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The Covid-19 tally in
Jharkhand crossed the

80,000 mark on Monday after
over 1,500 people were found
infected across the State, figures
released by the health depart-
ment stated.

Despite the spike in cases,
Ranchi’s recovery rate improved
significantly on Monday after at
least 696 patients recovered
from the infection here against
286 fresh cases of infection. As
per government data,
Jharkhand reported 1,806
recoveries on the day, and
Ranchi accounted for nearly 40
per cent of the recoveries.  

The number of active cases,
however, shot up in East
Singhbhum, which reported
301 cases of infection on
Monday against only 157
recoveries. After Monday’s
findings, the number of active
cases in Ranchi stood at 3,605.

As many as 2,180 patients were
battling the infection in East
Singhbhum. There were 12,126
active cases of infection in
Jharkhand by Monday night.

Meanwhile, the Covid toll
in East Singhbhum drew close

to 300 on Monday after the dis-
trict reported four of the nine
Covid casualties occurring in
Jharkhand. This district alone
accounts for 295 of the 688
Covid fatalities reported in
Jharkhand so far, highlights
government data. Jharkhand’s
Covid mortality rate, as per

government figures, was 0.84
per cent against the national
average of 1.60 per cent.

The Ranchi district admin-
istration conducted a special
Covid testing drive at 25 loca-
tions across the city on Monday
and collected swab samples of
3,381 people from the various
locations. As many as 3306 of the
samples were tested on Monday
and 76 of them came positive.

The government in
Jharkhand has so far collected
swab samples of 21.63 lakh
people and tested 21.53 lakh of
them. On Monday, health
workers tested swab samples of
82,743 people and 1508 of
them came positive for Covid-
19, stated a bulletin released by
the National Health Mission
(NHM) on Monday night.

As per government data, as
many as 68,603 of the 81,417
people infected by Covid-19
virus in Jharkhand have recov-
ered, taking the Covid recovery
rate in the state to 84.26 per cent.
Jharkhand’s Covid recovery rate
is better than the national aver-
age of 82.60 per cent.
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The Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) is expected

to issue a set of new
Unlockdown-5 guidelines on
Tuesday for restoring normal
life and business activities to
deal with the restrictions
imposed due to Covid-19 pan-
demic.

The MHA had already
consulted all States regarding
the new guidelines which are
expected to allow opening up
of the education sector,
research field and domestic
civil aviation sector. Many
States have already taken deci-
sion on the opening up of
undergraduate classes only
from November 1. 

The new guidelines are
expected to allow relaxations in
opening up of malls and cine-
ma halls subject to the State
Government’s decisions.

In education sector already
50 per cent of the teachers and

staffers are allowed to attend
campuses for higher classes in
schools. Lower level classes
are expected to be open only
after December or January. 

On domestic civil avia-

tion, the Union Home Ministry
has consulted the Civil Aviation
Ministry and other stakehold-
ers and is expected to allow
operation of more flights.
However, in international sec-

tor, talks are going on with sev-
eral countries. 

The number of people
allowed to assemble in public
spaces may be increased in the
new guidelines. 
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Railway passengers may have
to shell out additional �10-

�35 for their ticket fares as user
charges for availing redevel-
oped stations with state of the
art amenities and to help the
national transporter in raising
funds for redeveloping more
stations, sources indicated.

This is part of a proposal
being finalised by the Railways
which will soon be sent for
Cabinet nod, the sources said. 

The user fee, the sources
said, will vary according to the
class — it would range between
�10 and �35 with the 
higher price for AC first class
passengers. 

The Railways had earlier
clarified that user fee would be
levied only across 
stations which will be redevel-
oped and those that have high
footfalls. 

Of the 7,000 total railway
stations in the country, around
700-1,000 fall in this category,
it had said.
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Donald Trump paid just
USD 750 in federal income

taxes in the year he was elect-
ed US president and also in his
first year in the White House,
according to a media report,
which also said that he or his
companies paid USD 145,400
taxes in India in 2017.

Trump entered the 2016
presidential race as a
Republican and was elected in
a surprise victory over
Democratic nominee 
Hillary Clinton. 

“Donald J Trump paid
USD 750 in federal income
taxes the year he won the pres-
idency. In his first year in the
White House, he paid another
USD 750,” the New York 
Times reported on Sunday,
citing tax return data extend-
ing over 20 years.

The report came just days
before Trump’s first presiden-
tial debate with Democratic
rival Joe Biden on Tuesday and

weeks before the November 3
presidential election.

Trump paid no income
taxes at all in 10 of the previ-
ous 15 years — largely because
he reported losing much more
money than he made, the
report said.

The US President imme-
diately dismissed the report as
“totally fake news”.

US Presidents are not
required by law to release
details of their personal
finances, but every one since
Richard Nixon has done so. 
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After the CAG disclosed
that the French manufac-

turers of the Rafale jets have
failed to meet their offset oblig-
ations, the Defence Acquisition
Procedure (DAP)-2020
unveiled here on Monday has
done away with the offset
clause itself in all future cases
of Government to Government
defence contracts the type of
which India and France
Governments entered into as a
part of the Rafale deal.

The Congress had
launched a scathing attack on
the NDA Government last year
alleging that an Indian indus-
trial house was favoured in bag-
ging offset contracts worth
over �30,000 crore in the Rafale
deal.

Offset clause was brought
in to allow the Indian defence
industry to acquire world-class
technology and tie-ups with
foreign vendors. The foreign
companies supplying weapon
to India are mandatorily oblig-
ed to plough back at least 30
per cent of the total contract
value if the tag is over �300
crore. In the Rafale deal, the
offset cap was raised to 50 per
cent.

The CAG observed in its
report last week that in most of
the deals critical frontline tech-
nology from abroad did not
come in.

In the Rafale deal, the
Government watchdog
observed that, “For instance in

the offset contract relating to 36
Medium Multi Role Combat
Aircraft (MMRCA), the ven-
dors M/s Dassault Aviation
and M/s MBDA initially pro-
posed (September 2015) to
discharge 30 per cent of their
offset obligation by offering
high technology to the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO). The
DRDO wanted to obtain
Technical Assistance for the
indigenous development of
engine (Kaveri) for the Light
Combat Aircraft. Till date, the
vendor has not confirmed the
transfer of this technology.”

The CAG report said in
many cases it was found that
the foreign vendors made var-
ious offset commitments to
qualify for the main supply
contract but later were not

earnest about fulfilling these
commitments.

Under the new policy, the
offset guidelines have also been
revised to give preference to
defence majors offering to
manufacture products in India
instead of meeting the offset
obligations through other
means, officials said.

However, the offset clause
is not applicable to the
Government to Government
deals and single-vendor con-
tracts. The Rafale deal is one of
the most prominent such con-
tracts in the recent past. In such
deals, the Government, from
which the weapon platform is
procured, stands guarantee for
all issues, including delivery
schedule and availability of
critical spares besides mainte-
nance.

Meanwhile, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh
unveiled the DAP that features
steps to turn India into a glob-
al manufacturing hub of mili-
tary platforms, reduce 
timelines for procurement of
defence equipment and allow
purchase of essential items by
the three services through cap-
ital budget under a simplified
mechanism.

The latest DAP also incor-
porates new chapters on infor-
mation and communication
technologies, post-contract
management, acquisition of
systems developed by the state-
run defence entities like the
Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) and Defence Public
Sector Undertakings (DPSUs),
they said.
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The farmers’ protests in the
country seem to be grow-

ing every day across the coun-
try. On Monday, Punjab Chief
Minister Captain Amarinder
Singh  sat on dharna at Khatkar
Kalan, an ancestral village in
Nawanshahr, the birthplace of
Shaheed Bhagat Singh on his
birthday anniversary to protest
against the farm laws, while a
tractor was set on fire at India
Gate in Delhi on Monday
morning by Punjab Congress
Youth workers.

Farmers in Punjab
launched “Gherao Corporate
Businesses” in the State. The
silo run by Adani Agri Logistics
Group at Village Dagru in
Moga was gheraoed by Barnala
MLA Gurmeet Hayer.

Farmers’ protests backed
by the Congress and other
Opposition parties also spread
in Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Odisha,
Telangana, Chhattisgarh and
Madhya Pradesh. Congress
workers also held nationwide
protests in State’s Capitals. 

Farmers groups observed a
Statewide bandh in Karnataka
while Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) and its allies
held protests across Tamil
Nadu. 

In Delhi, Punjab Youth
Congress activists set ablaze a
tractor at India Gate on
Monday morning. The Delhi
Police said five people claiming
to be members of the Punjab
Youth Congress — Manjot

Singh (36), Ramandeep Singh
Sindhu (28), Rahul (23), Sahib
(28) and Sumit (28), all resi-
dents of Punjab — have been
arrested. 

“Around 15-20 people car-
ried a tractor on a truck to
Rajpath, Man Singh Crossing.
They unloaded the tractor
from the truck and set it on
fire,” said a senior police offi-
cial. “Fire department received
information regarding the inci-
dent at 7.42 am and two fire
tenders were rushed to the
spot,” said a senior Delhi Fire
Service official.

The Congress in Haryana
held a protest outside the
party’s HQ in Chandigarh.

The Punjab Government is
also consulting lawyers to move
the Supreme Court on the
issue. 

The CM was accompanied
by his wife and ex-Minister
Preneet Kaur, new Congress in-
charge of Punjab affairs Harish
Rawat, PPCC chief Sunil
Jakhar, Vidhan Sabha Speaker
Rana KP, Cabinet Ministers,
around 45 MLAs and six MPs.
They all sat in the memorial
complex right in front of the
statue and sat on dharna for
over an hour.
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After deploying more than
30,000 additional troops

on the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in Ladakh, the Indian
defence forces have opera-
tionalised an array of missile
systems, including the
Brahmos, Nirbhay and Akash,
to ward off any threat from bel-
ligerent China.

With no letup in tension on
the LAC in Eastern Ladakh
since the stand-offs began in
early May, the security 
establishment is not taking
any chances.

Ready for a long haul, the
Government has hastened the
supply of prefabricated tents
and other related equipment to
enable the troops to withstand
temperatures of minus 20

degrees Centigrade. On the
other hand, missiles, tanks and
frontline fighter jets are also on
full alert all along the 4,000 km
LAC stretching from Ladakh in
the west to Arunachal Pradesh
in the east.

The missiles were deployed
recently to nullify any advan-
tage China may have by bring-
ing forward its missile in the
Tibet region and Xinjiang. 

The indigenously-designed
and manufactured Brahmos
supersonic cruise missile has a
range of more than 400 km. 

It can take out any targets,
including tanks and missiles,
from far away.

Similarly, the indigenous-
ly-designed and manufactured
Akash surface to air missile has
a range of 80 km and can neu-
tralise any threat from air.
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Appointments Committee
of the Cabinet (ACC) has

approved the restructuring of
the Board of Steel Authority of
India Ltd. Consequently four
posts of the Chief Executive
Officers of ISP of SAIL are
abolished and to be elevated as
Functional Directors, by des-
ignating them as Directors-in-
charge of Bokaro, Rourkela,
Bhilai and one Director-in-
charge jointly for Burnpur and
Durgapur steel plants.

Thus Board level appoint-
ments consequent to restruc-
turing of SAIL board, PESB
recommended Amarendu
Prakash for the post of Director
(Raw Materials and Logistics)
as Director In-charge of Bokaro
Steel Plant as a onetime excep-
tion for a period of 5years from
the date of assumption of
charge until further orders.
Also  Anirban Dasgupta the
incumbent Director (Projects
& business Planning) as
Director Incharge of Bhilai
Steel Plant as one time excep-
tion for the period until com-
pletion of his initial terms of 5
years until further orders,
Appointment of Harinand Rai
incumbent Director
(Technical) as Director
(Technical ,Projects & Raw
materials) as one time excep-
tion until further orders.
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Coal India Limited (CIL) on
September 25 floated an

open global tender  inviting
bids for setting up a, first of its
kind in India, coal to methanol
(C2M) plant through surface
coal gasification route  on
Build-Own-Operate (BOO)
model. Based on the outcome
of pre-feasibility studies CIL
has floated this tender to select
the BOO operator for the life
span of the plant which is
expected to be 25 years. “This
is a part of implementing the
Methanol Economy program of
the government aimed at
reducing the country’s oil
import bill”, said a senior exec-
utive of the company.

CIL owned Dankuni Coal
Complex (DCC) in West
Bengal, currently run by its
subsidiary South Eastern
Coalfields Limited, is identified
as the project site for the pro-
posed C2M plant.

The capital outlay of the
entire plant is pegged at around
Rs.6,000 Crores though the
cost would not be borne out of
CIL’s coffers. BOO operators
would own and lease the plant,
apart from designing, building,
maintaining, producing and
storing the product. However,
CIL shall allocate the land,
power, water to the operator for
the proposed plant.  Land is
available.  

Approximately 6.76 Lakh
Tonnes of methanol per annum
is targeted to be produced
from the plant to be used for
blending with petrol up 
to 15 per cent.  

At this capacity the plant
will cater to the methanol
requirement of four eastern
states of the country — West
Bengal, Odisha, Jharkhand and
Bihar. CIL is in dialogue with
IOCL and other government
owned oil companies for long
term tie up for assured mar-
keting of methanol.

���������������� �������� ���!"#�!$!$

Jamshedpur: As part of its
measures to combat Covid-19,
the district health department
on Monday conducted 10,000
Antigen tests in East
Singhbhum district. Though
the final reports were yet to be
filed till late evening however, as
per the initial reports 85 persons
were tested positive of coron-
avirus during the test drive.

East Singhbhum district
surveillance officer, Dr Sahir
Pall said that the department
has focussed on conducting
more tests. The focus is on such
areas where positive cases have
been found. On Monday, a tar-
get of 12,800 tests was planned
in the district out of which
3,500 were to be conducted in
urban areas.

“We have been able to
complete 10,000 tests. We are
still in the process of compiling
data as per the initial report, the
positivity rate is 1.8 per cent,
which is a good sign. Out of the
tests 85 persons have been
tested positive. If we are able to
focus on conducting more
tests. We will be able to control
the spread,” he noted. PNS
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Ranchi, the district
with highest number

of Covid-19 cases in
Jharkhand, also has the
poorest Covid recovery
rate among all 24 dis-
tricts in the state, figures
compiled by the
National Health Mission
(NHM) reveal.

The capital district,
as per figures with the
health department,
reported 17,985 cases of Covid-
19 infections by Monday after-
noon, and 13,865 of these
patients recovered. The Covid
recovery rate of Ranchi, calcu-
lated on the basis of figures pro-
vided by the government, was
77.09 per cent on Monday
against the state’s Covid recov-
ery rate of 83.59 per cent.

Ranchi also had the highest
number of active cases of Covid-
19 infection among districts in
Jharkhand. As per Government
data, as many as 4,016 people in
the district were still battling the
infection. Interestingly, East
Singhbhum, the district with
second highest active cases of
infection, had only 2,040 active
cases, which was almost half of
the figure in Ranchi.

Jharkhand’s first case of
Covid-19 infection was report-
ed from Ranchi’s Hindpiri
locality on March 31. Since

then, Ranchi has continued to
report the lion’s share of Covid
cases in Jharkhand. Ranchi
has also reported 105 Covid
casualties so far, which is the
second highest among all dis-
tricts in the State.

Health experts are of the
opinion that the virus could be
spreading faster in Ranchi due
to frequent visits by travelers
from other states and more
people attending social gath-
erings in the urban clusters of
the district. The Birsa Munda
Airport in Ranchi is the only
operational airport in
Jharkhand, and around a dozen
flights land here every day.

“We all know that the virus
spreads faster in urban areas. It
is primarily due to urban
lifestyle and population densi-
ty that people are at a higher
risk of infection in the cities,”
said State coordinator of Indian

Medical Association,
Dr Ajay Kumar Singh.

East Singhbhum,
the district with sec-
ond highest cases of
infection in
Jharkhand, registered
a Covid recovery rate
of 82.94 per cent.
Despite reporting 291
Covid casualties, the
rate of recovery in
this district was better
than that in 
Ranchi. The district

reported 13,643 cases so far and
11,316 recoveries, states
Government data.

Among other densely pop-
ulated districts, Dhanbad report-
ed a Covid recovery rate of 83.21
per cent, while Bokaro registered
a recovery rate of 85.01 per cent.
Giridih district, which saw a lit-
tle more than 3,000 cases, had a
recovery rate of 91.87 per cent.
Ramgarh, too, had a Covid
recovery rate of above 91 per
cent. The Government did not
release the district-wise rate of
recovery in its bulletin. The
figures were calculated on the
basis of the total number of cases
and recoveries provided by the
Government.

As per latest figures with
the Government, as many as
79,909 cases of Covid infection
surfaced in Jharkhand until
Monday afternoon, and 66,797
of them recovered.
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Jharkhand Pradesh Congress
Committee (JPCC) staged a

sit-in demonstration at Bapu
Vatika, Morabadi and con-
ducted a Raj Bhavan march on
Monday. The event was 
led by JPCC Chief Rameshwar
Oraon and JPCC In Charge
cum AICC General Secretary,
RPN Singh.

The eight-member delega-
tion of JPCC handed over a
memorandum to Governor
Droupadi Murmu addressed to
the President of India and
demanded the withdrawal of
the laws. Apart from Singh and
Oraon among those who inter-
acted with the Governor
included, Congress Legislature
Party leader Alamgir Alam,
Rajya Sabha MP Dhiraj Prasad
Sahu, MLA Pradeep Yadav,
Bandhu Tirkey, Executive
President, Irfan Ansari.

A large number of
Congress workers and senior
leaders participated in the
protest. This nationwide protest
organised by the Congress
party to demand the with-
drawal of the laws “arbitrarily
passed” by Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi led Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) Government
at the Center, without holding
sufficient discussion in both the
houses of the Parliament.

Talking to media persons
during Raj Bhawan March,
Singh said that the Modi
Government at the Center is an

anti-farmer and anti-develop-
ment Government. “The three
laws brought by the
Government are a plot to end
the Green Revolution. The
landlord system, which was
abolished by the Congress
party, the present Government
at the Center trying to bring
back by ignoring the voice of 62
crore farmers of the Country.
The Congress party will fight
for their rights of the farmers
until the withdrawal of these
black laws,” he added.

Addressing the gathering at
Bapu Vatika Oraon said that the
“black laws” brought by the BJP
Government are anti-farmer.
“Through these three black laws,
the livelihood of farmers, farm
labourers, small shopkeepers
and workers has been attacked.
There is a conspiracy to pledge
the hard work of the farmers and

labourers of the Country.
Nothing mentioned in these
laws about the safety net of
minimum support price for
crops produced by farmers. Only
the capitalists will benefit from
contract farming,” he added.

Congress Legislature Party
Leader, Alamgir Alam said
that the abolition of the stipu-
lated limit of grain storage will
promote black marketing by
the capitalists and the big
traders which will determine
the rate of grain. 

“This law is a curse for the
poor and farmers of the
Country. Through these laws,
the BJP wants to enslave the
farmers for the capitalists. But
the Congress party and the
Country’s farmers did not let
BJP and Prime Minister Modi’s
nefarious plans be successful,”
he added.
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After Prime Minister
Narendra Modi asked BJP

workers to start spreading out
reaching out to farmers to
inform them about the benefits
of farm bills, the state BJP unit
has prepared a strategy for
reaching out to cultivators.
The BJP will hold Khatia (Cot)
and chaupal meet at villages
meeting villagers and farmers
highlighting the features of
farm bill. 

The BJP for this has decid-
ed to constitute a committee
comprising members from the
party who will visit various vil-
lages spreading awareness
about farm bills. 

The party has also decided
to take the help of intellectuals
and persons influencing farm-
ers in creating awareness about
farm bills. 

The Saffron party strategy
is in response to all India agi-
tation against the Essential
Commodities (Amendment)
bills, the Farmers Produce
Trade and Commerce
(Promotion and Facilitation)
Bills, and the Farmers (empow-
erment and protection) agree-
ment of price assurance and
farm services bill passed by
Parliament despite Opposition
parties opposing it. 

The BJP has lost one of its
oldest allies Akali Dal which
has opposed the farm bills. The
party forming strategy to
counter the Opposition has
come on the day when

Congress held a state wise agi-
tation opposing the farm bill. 

Highlighting the benefits of
farm bill, BJP state president
Deepak Prakash said, “I am
grateful that I am one of the
witnesses of farm bills. The
opposition including Congress
is opposing farm bills as they
are with middlemen. The farm
bills will give more power to
farmers as they can easily sell
their agricultural produce in
markets without involving
middlemen.”

Prakash said that today
Congress organised a protest
meeting opposing the farm
bills, but ironically there were
no farmers in the protest
march.

BJP State president Deepak
Prakash claimed that during
the last assembly election the
Congress party in its manifesto
has talked about introducing
various welfare measures for
farmers but it is the same party
which is opposing the farm
bills. 

Prakash claimed that
Congress is spreading lies on
the minimum support price.
He said that MSP is not part of
any law. He claimed that MSP
was an administrative decision
of the government earlier and
is even today. The government
has recently increased the MSP
of some food grains. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi too
has clearly stated that the min-
imum support price will con-
tinue so there is no confusion
over this. 
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED), which

recently arrested Rakesh
Poddar and Mukesh Poddar in
a decade old Ponzi scam worth
over Rs 10 crore is facing a
major challenge to arrest mas-
termind of the scam,
Gorakhnath Bhagat, who has
been absconding right after the
scam surfaced in 2010.

On September 13, ED after
a year-long hunt arrested the
notorious brothers Rakesh and
Mukesh. Both were the close
associates of absconding Bhagat
and served as vice chairman of
MSS & Healthcare Ayurvedic
Trust which the trio had
formed to cheat people.

Taken on seven days’ police
remand they said that right after
the scam was exposed they fled
away to avoid their arrest. Right
after that they lost contact with
Gorakhnath. They continue to
plead before ED that they don’t
even know about the permanent
address of Gorakhnath and his
background.

While Ranchi police failed
to make any breakthrough in
the case; ED stepped-in the
investigation and within a year
made a major breakthrough by
arresting two accused.

ED is facing difficulty to

track and nab Gorakthnath
since information regarding
him is quite vague. There is
vague information that he orig-
inally hailed from Saran district
of Bihar. There is also unveri-
fied information that
Gorakthnath was actually
lynched years back. ED sources
said that often criminals spread
false information to confuse
investigative agencies and such
information can’t be relied
upon without verification.

This has made ED clueless
as Gorakhnath had not left any
correct documentary evidence
while running the scam. ED
even contacted Ranchi police to
get information about him but
the effort bore no result.

They had set-up the office
at Janta Flat, Harmu Housing
Colony under Argora police
station area of the city capital.
It remained operational from
2008 to 2010.

Rakesh was arrested from
Maldahiya area under Chetganj
police station area of Varanasi
district of Uttar Pradesh.
Mukesh was arrested from
Muzaffarpur district of Bihar.
Produced before the special
PMLA court in Ranchi, ED
secured their seven days police
remand to know modus opren-
di of the crime besides where-
abouts of Gorakhnath. 
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Residents of the capital city can
hope for the revival of

Ranchi Lake popularly known as
Bada Talab after Ranchi district
administration started mea-
surement of the lake on the
instructions of Ranchi Municipal
commissioner Mukesh Kumar.

The lake situated over 2100
feet above the sea level was con-
structed in 1842 by prisoners
under supervision of British
agent, Colonel Onsely to main-
tain groundwater level of Ranchi.
It spreads over 52 acres of land.

Municipal Commissioner
on Saturday directed Circle
Officer of Ranchi (Sadar) for
demarcation of actual area of
this lake besides to identify
encroachment on the lake area.

Accordingly, measurement
has been started with land
surveyors deployed to complete
measurement.  

State Urban Development
department and Ranchi
Municipal Corporation woke
to the plight of this lake after
Jharkhand High Court on
Friday expressed concern over
its pathetic condition.

On Friday the bench of
Justices Dr. Ravi Ranjan and SN
Prasad expressed displeasure
over encroachment of the lake
area and the lake dying a slow
death due to pollution and
waste disposal. The court had
observed that it seems that no
effort was ever taken to save this
lake and instead any improve-
ment situated kept deteriorating.

Court directed the gov-
ernment to submit an action
taken report to preserve and
protect sources of water besides
directing RMC to immediate-
ly remove encroachment and

clean the lake.
Secretary of urban devel-

opment department and Ranchi
municipal commissioner were
present during the hearing con-
ducted through video confer-
encing. During the hearing offi-
cials informed the court that the
government is committed to
protect water bodies from any
kind of encroachment. Court
was informed that the drive to
clear encroachment of Kanke
dam is already in progress and
so far 97 people have been
identified who have encroached
this dam.
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AMemorandum of
Understanding (MoU)

worth Rs 2.24 Crore was signed
between Central Coalfields
Limited (CCL) and Central
Institute of Petrochemicals
Engineering and Technology
(CIPET) for training of 320
Project Affected Persons from
the operational areas of CCL
under Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) at the
office of CIPET, Ranchi.

CIPET will provide six
month’s residential training to
the selected applicants, and at
the end of the training the can-
didates will be provided with
job placements in the various
parts of the country. CCL will
bear the entire cost of the
training and the residential
facilities. General Manager
(CSR), AK. Singh from CCL
and Director CIPET, AK Rao
inked the MoU.

Previously under an MoU
with Coal India Limited,
CIPET provided training to 200
candidates and about 180 of
these applicants are now
employed with different indus-
tries in country. 40 candidates
were undergoing training
before it was suspended
because of Covid Pandemic.

Speaking on the occasion
Singh said that under the lead-
ership of CMD, CCL PM
Prasad company is committed
towards the empowerment and
skill training of the people of
the state. He stated that every
year various training pro-
grammes are organised by the 
company for the villagers in its
command areas.

Director Personal, CCL
Vinay Ranjan expressed hap-
piness on the signing of MoU.
He reiterated that this MoU will
provide opportunities to the
youth of the command areas of
CCL to learn new skills and
expand their horizons. 

Chief Manager (CSR),  KA.
Sunder and SS Lal from CCL
and B Srikar (Senior Technical
Officer), CIPET with other
representatives from both the
companies were present on
the occasion.
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Congress president Sonia
Gandhi on Monday direct-

ed Punjab, Rajasthan,
Chhattisgarh and Pudducherry
Chief Ministers to explore the
possibility of passing laws to
override the three agricultural
Bills passed recently by the
Parliament.

A statement issued by party
general secretary (organisa-
tion) K.C. Venugopal said that
these States have been told to
pass laws under Article 254 (2)
of the Constitution that allows
State legislatures to do so to
negate the “Anti-Agriculture”
Central laws encroaching
upon the States’ jurisdiction
under the Constitution.

“This would enable the
States to bypass the unaccept-
able anti-farmers provisions in
the three draconian

Agricultural laws including
the abolition of MSP and dis-
ruption of APMCs in
Congress ruled States. This
would also alleviate the farm-
ers from the grave injustice
done by the Modi
Government and BJP,” the
statement said.

Former party chief Rahul
Gandhi alleged that the agri-

culture-related laws are a
“death sentence” for farmers
whose voice has been crushed
both inside and outside
Parliament. “The agriculture
laws are a death sentence to
our farmers. Their voice is
crushed in Parliament and
outside. Here is proof that
democracy in India is dead,”
he said on Twitter.

He tagged a news report
along with his tweet that
claimed that Opposition mem-
bers demanding a division of
votes were on their seats when
the farm bills were passed in
the Rajya Sabha, while the gov-
ernment said they were not.
The Congress is also protest-
ing against the farm laws
across the country. 

Punjab Chief Minister
Captain Amarinder Singh has
started work on the lines as
advised by the party high
command. He has been con-
templating to amend the
Agriculture Produce Market
Committee Act and declare
the entire State as a principal
mandi yard. This would cir-
cumvent the provisions in The

Farmers Produce Trade and
Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Bill, 2020, which
was passed in Parliament. 

The declaration of mandi
yards ensures that any pro-
curement outside their ambit
is considered illegal, farmers
do not get a price less than the
MSP, and the State gets its
mandi fee.

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel too
had recently said his govern-

ment would take legal steps to
ensure that private players did
not get entry into the agricul-
ture sector. At least 40 per cent
of paddy production in
Chhattisgarh is procured by
the Food Corporation of India
for the Central pool. 

And unlike Punjab and
Haryana, where farmers have
large land holdings, 86% of
Chhattisgarh’s land holdings
are of less than 5 acres.

The Congress is also con-

sidering the option of moving
the Supreme Court against
the bills. “Certainly all options
are open. I believe it strikes at
the heart of federalism, which
has been held repeatedly to be
part of the basic structure
from Keshavanada Bharati to
Bommai judgements.
Therefore, you have not heard
the end of the story yet,”
senior party leader and Rajya
Sabha MP Abhishek Singhvi
said.
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Agroup of 32 former public
servants on Monday

backed the farm reform laws
enacted by the Modi
Government and claimed that
“disinformation” is being
spread over the issue to nega-
tively impact the morale of
farmers. The group includes
former finance secretary S
Narayan, former banking sec-
retary D K Mittal, former
defence secretary G Mohan
Kumar, former petroleum sec-
retary Saurabh Chandra, and
former civil aviation secretary
K N Srivastava.

The farm Bills, passed by

Parliament, mark the water-
shed in the liberation of India’s
farming community from the
shackles of exploitative prac-
tices that slow-pedaled their
progress, the former civil ser-
vants said.

Targeting the critics of the
measures, the group in a state-
ment said, “We have reasons to
apprehend the disinformation
which certain sections within
our society are trying to spread
in the country. We have recent
instances of untruths and dis-
tortions being paraded before
the public with hugely negative
impact on the morale of the
minorities, students, and now
the farmers.”

The general public has
every reason to suspect
attempts by well-known “vest-
ed interests” to destabilise the
country and create disaffection
among the minorities, students
and farmers, it alleged.

In an apparent reference to
the Congress, the group said
the emancipation of the farm-
ers from the middlemen and
empowering them with the
freedom to choose where and
how to sell their produce was
enshrined in the manifestos of
certain political forces which
oppose it now.

The statement said the gov-
ernment has introduced a def-
inite game-changer in a

farmer’s life through the “far-
sighted” legislations. Major
impediments which retarded
the seamless growth of the
farming fraternity of India are
given the go-by through the
passage of these monumental
Acts.

Citing the proposed bene-
fits of these laws, including free-
dom to farmers to sell their pro-
duce anywhere they want and
allowing them to enter into
contracts with traders, the
group said it is objectionable to
“incite” farmers and create dis-
affection by wrongly suggesting
that their interests are being
bartered in favour of multina-
tional concern.
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After allowing procurement
of kharif crops in Punjab

and Haryana in advance to
placate farmers’ anger over
farm Bills, the Centre has now
allowed all remaining procur-
ing States to commence with
their procurement operations
for paddy for the year 2020-21
(Kharif crop) with effect from
September 28 itself.

The Centre on Monday

came out with the latest data
of paddy procurement in the
last 48 hours to allay any
apprehensions over the mini-
mum support price (MSP)
buying. Meanwhile, the min-
istry of consumer affairs has
allowed procurement of 13.77
LMT of Pulse and oilseeds
from Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Telangana and
Haryana.

With the latest procure-
ment data, the government

aims to send a clear message
- it has no intention of scrap-
ping the MSP and that it has
put in a mechanism for pro-
curement of not only summer-
sown paddy but also pulses
and oilseeds this year. Farmers
in Punjab and Haryana and
several other states are protest-
ing against new farm laws
which they feel will lead to
procurement in the hands of
corporates and the end of the
MSP regime.
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Clinically-approved drug
“Teicoplanin” is a poten-

tial therapeutic option against
Covid-19 and can be 10 times
more effective than several
drugs being currently used, a
research by Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Delhi has
found. Teicoplanin is an FDA-
approved glycopeptide antibi-
otic, which is regularly used
for treating Gram-positive
bacterial infections with low
toxicity profile in humans.

The research by the insti-
tute’s Kusuma School of

Biological Science screened an
assemblage of 23 approved
drugs, which have shown
leads towards being thera-
peutic options for coron-
avirus.

“While the ef fect of
Teicoplanin was compared
with other important drugs in
use, Teicoplanin was found to
be 10-20 fold more effective
than the chief drugs being
used against SARS-CoV-2,
such as Lopinavir and
Hydroxychloroquine in our
laboratory conditions,” said
Ashok Patel, Professor at IIT
Delhi.

Patel, who led the research
was also assisted by Dr
Pradeep Sharma from AIIMS.
The research has been pub-
lished in the International
Journal of ‘Biological
Macromolecules’.

“Recently, there has been
a clinical study carried out
with Teicoplanin at Sapienza
University in Rome. However,
a more detailed clinical inves-
tigation is required on a large
cohort, in different stages
mild, moderate and critically
ill patients to conclude the
definite role of Teicoplanin
against Covid-19,” Patel said.

Globally, over 3.2 crore
people have been infected
with Covid-19, and the total
number of deaths from the
deadly virus now stands at
over 9.80 lakh.

Globally, over 3.2 crore
people have been infected
with Covid-19, and the total
number of deaths from the
deadly virus now stands at
over 9.80 lakh. In India too
cases are on increase with
coronavirus tally crossing 60
lakh mark on Monday while
the death tol l  from the
pathogen climbed to 95,542
with 1,039 more death.
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At a time when India is
struggling hard to combat

Covid-19 which has spread to
almost all the States in the
country, scientists have alarm-
ingly found the presence of
antibodies for another virus
— cat que virus (CQV) — in
human serum samples tested
from across India.
Incidentally, as in Covid-19,
which has killed over 95,000
people so far, the CQV is also
said to be largely reported

from China.
The arthropod-borne

virus (arboviruses) is usually
carried by culex mosquitoes
and pigs, and could cause fatal
illness in humans. In fact,
Swines are the primary mam-
malian host of the CQV.

While antibodies of the
virus have been found, the
scientists at National Institute
of Virology (NIV)- ICMR
did not stumble upon the
virus in any of the 883 human
serum samples they tested.

The scientists  said that

the arthropod-borne virus
(arboviruses) is usually car-
ried by culex mosquitoes and
pigs, and could cause fatal ill-
ness in humans.

The presence of an anti-
body against a virus in a
person indicates that the per-
son had at some point of time
been infected by the virus.

But the study, which was
published in the latest issue of
Indian Journal of Medical
Research (IJMR), did not
find the presence of the actu-
al virus in any of the samples

tested.
Cat que virus, the pres-

ence of which is usually
reported from China and
Vietnam, causes febrile ill-
nesses, meningitis and pae-
diatr ic  encephalit is  in
humans.

“Anti-CQV IgG antibody
positivity in human serum
samples tested and the repli-
cation capability of CQV in
mosquitoes indicated a pos-
sible disease causing potential
of CQV in Indian scenario,”
the scientists said. 
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Union Health
Minister Dr

Harsh Vardhan on
Monday released the
100-year timeline
history of the Indian
Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) and
inaugurated a mobile
stroke unit and a
COVID Vaccine and
Clinical Registry por-
tal to be hosted by the
research institute.

Dr.  Balram
Bhargava, Director
General, ICMR, Dr.
R.  Hemalatha,
Director, ICMR-NIN
and other senior offi-
cials and scientists
were also present.

While launching
the Mobile Stroke
Unit, the Minister
said, “It is dishearten-
ing to see the suscep-
tibility of people to
heart disease and
hypertension. Timely

treatment can reduce
fatality and prevent
people from disabili-
ty. In view of the large
burden of stroke and
absence of stroke care
facilities in Assam,
this initiative will go a
long way in address-
ing the needs of the
people in this area.
The mobile unit ,
through tele-consul-
tation ensures timely
and appropriate treat-
ment to people”.

He also lauded
the healthcare per-
sonnel who are work-
ing selflessly to serve
the people even at a
t ime when the
resources are limited
due to Covid-19 pan-
demic.
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The Indian embassy in
Brussels on Monday

issued an advisory asking
Indian citizens to report to
the police there as well as
the mission on the nature
of demand or threat from
calls received from a
spoofed number of the
embassy. 

The modus operandi
of the callers is that most
of the calls originate from
0032-2-6409140. “It may
be mentioned that it is the
registered Embassy num-

ber but
c a l l e r s
h a v e
spoofed
t h i s
number,”
reads the
advisory.

“These fraudsters inti-
mate the unsuspecting vic-
tim about some wrong or
inadequate information in
his/her passport or immi-
gration records due to
which a case is registered
by Police in India or in
Belgium. Hence, perpe-
trators demand that a fine
or penalty needs to be
paid through Western
Union money
transfer/purchase I-tune
cards through their cred-
it/debit cards or else depor-
tation proceedings would
be initiated,” the advisory
outlined the modus
operandi.

The advisory further
said, “All concerned are,
therefore, advised to be
vigilant and to be on guard
against these fraudsters
and their nefarious designs
to extract money from
unsuspecting victims. It is
reiterated that Embassy
does not call up people to
ask for money, etc. and
hence such calls be ignored
and reported promptly.”

Through the advisory,
the Indian Embassy in

Brussels sought to draw
the attention of the Indian
community in
Belgium/Luxembourg
about the fraudulent calls
being received by the
members of the Indian
community, especially stu-
dents and professionals
from unscrupulous ele-
ments using the name of
Indian Embassy and
spoofed telephone num-
bers.

The callers generally
speak English and some-
times Hindi. “It is request-
ed that in the event of
receiving such calls, the
number from which call
has originated, date and
time of call, contact num-
ber on which call was
received and nature of
demand or threat may be
furnished to Police as well
as Embassy of India,
Brussels at cons.brus-
sels@mea.gov.in,” it said.

In some instances, the
criminals have allegedly
used the telephone num-
bers of Belgian
Immigration/Foreign
Office, it added.
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Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Monday

held a meeting with top offi-
cials of his Ministry and dis-
cussed several “important”
and “key” matters, officials
said.

This was for the first time
Shah visited his North Block
office to chair a meeting after
returning from the AIIMS
here, where he underwent a
health check-up recently.

The home minister had a
review meeting of the MHA
with senior officials of the
ministr y where “several
important matters and key
issues” were discussed, a
home ministry official said.

However, it is not imme-
diately known as to what key
issues were discussed at the
meeting. 

Home Secretary Ajay
Bhalla and other senior offi-
cers attended the meeting. 
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Like Nirbhaya, a 19-year-old
Dalit victim of gangrape

wants to share her horrific
rape story with JN Medical col-
lege about her brutal assault but
her tongue is silent as monsters
cut her tongue, fractured three
bones of her neck, and injured
her spine brutally. For 15 days,
she is on a ventilator and on life
support. All four accused are
arrested.

The victim’s father alleged
that the families of all four
rapists are from the upper
caste and are continuously
threatening to take back the
police case otherwise it will
lead to worse consequences.
Police have registered a case
against all four rapists, arrest-
ed, and sent them to jail. PAC
is deployed in the village to
maintain law and order.

19-year-old Nirbhaya of
the Chandiya police station
area of Hathras is doing strug-
gle for life but different parties
have started politics. Bheem
army and SP party president
came to Aligarh and said that

Uttar Pradesh has become the
State of suppression for Dalits
where Dalit elder and girls are
not safe. He alleged that in the
last few months, more than 10
Dalits have been killed every
day and criminals get political
protection. The way this Dalit
daughter has been gang-raped,
now her family is being threat-
ened clearly shown that these
upper caste people have polit-
ical protection. Bheem army
warned to protest if the girl
does not get justice and will
punish those who will perse-
cute out sisters and daughters.

BSP chief Mayawati tweet-
ed that the girl was first brutally
beaten and then gang-raped,
which is shameful and pun-
ishable. Sisters and daughters of
our society are not safe in the
State.

Former district president of
Samajwadi Party Rubina
Khannum Said that the admin-
istration must shoot such mon-
sters publicly or else women
will burn these accused alive.
Because of this Nirbhaya case,
women of Chandiya are boil-
ing. She further added that the
women are not safe in this

Government and criminals get
the protection of the govern-
ment.

The Brother of the victim
said that the condition of
Nirbhaya is very critical and the
doctors of JN Medical College
have not yet told us officially to
take her to Delhi while the JN
Medical College Dr. Fakhrul
Huda, Head of Neuro Surgery
said that the girl's family has
not requested to take the girl to
Delhi. Whereas Chandra
Shekhar Azad and Ajay Kumar
Lallu(State Congress President)
said that law and order in the
state is collapsed. Congress
demanded from this govern-
ment to admit her to AIIMS
Delhi from Aligarh’s medical
college by airlift so that her
condition will improve.

On the other hand, the
Dalit family is in panic. The
victim’s father said that the
higher caste people will target
his daughter in the future as
well. My daughter and  the
daughter of Delhi have a sim-
ilar case, but TV and National
News Channel are silent
because they are also sup-
pressed by this Government.
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Subahani Haja Moideen, 36,
an IS activist from

Thodupuzha in Idukki district
was sentenced by a NIA court in
Kochi  to life imprisonment for
waging a war in association
with terrorist forces against Iraq,
India’s friendly nation. The court
observed that the NIA which
probed the case against Moideen
has succeeded in establishing
that he had aligned with IS and
waged war against Iraq.

This is the first case of its

kind filed in Kerala by the NIA
against a person for aligning
with a terrorist organization
and waging war against India’s
friendly country.

Judge P Krishnakumar
found Moideen guilty under
IPC Section 125 (waging war
against a friendly nation of
India), 120 B, and UAPA
Sections 20, 38 and 49.
Moideen has to pay a fine of Rs
2,17,000 under these Sections.

The judge said that the sen-
tence was based on the interest
of the civil society. The NIA

found that Moideen had left
India for Turkey in 2015 and
reached Iraq via Istanbul. His
locations were identified by
tracking the spots from where he
logged into his Facebook
accounts.In a Facebook chat he
had with one of his associates,
Moideen had made it known
that he wanted to join the IS to
kill the enemies of Islam.
Moideen was taken into custody
by the NIA along with the group
of youth who had assembled at
Kanakamala in Kannur district
to plan a war against India.
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Trouble is brewing up in
AIADMK over the choice

of the Chief Ministerial candi-
date to lead the party in the
2021 Assembly Election which
may take place in the months
of March-April as the tenure of
the current House is coming to
an end by May 2021.

The executive committee
(the highest policy decision
making body of the party)
which met at Chennai on
Monday turned out to be a
stormy affair as the incumbent
Chief Minister Edappadi K
Palaniswami and his deputy O
Panneerselvam had a wordy
duel over who should be the
Chief Ministerial candidate.

K P Munusamy, MP, a
close associate of
Panneerselvam , announced
at the end of the proceedings
that the party would meet

again on October 7 when the
name of the chief ministerial
candidate would be declared.

Party insiders told The
Pioneer that Chief Minister
Palaniswami said the he had
handled the Covid-19 pan-
demic in an exemplary manner
and even the Prime Minister of
the country had complimented
his for the ‘good work’. He also
pointed out that the State has
seen a number of entrepreneurs
making a beeline to set up
industries and Tamil Nadu reg-
istered overall development
during the last four years.

But Panneerselvam
claimed he agreed to bury all
the differences and accepeted
the post of deputy chief min-
istership only for this term
(2016-2021). “I was the natur-
al choice of Amma
(Jayalalithaa) for the post of
chief minister on both the
occasions when she had to
step down. Palaniswamy is the

choice of Chinnamma (V K
Sasikala, late Jayalalithaa’s close
aide who is undergoing impris-
onment in the disproportion-
ate asset case) and was appoint-
ed by unseating me for no mis-
takes of mine,” said
Panneerselvam.

It is known that lady luck
smiled on Palaniswami in the
form of Supreme Court verdict
in the Disproportionate Asset
case in 2017 February. The apex
court upheld the  verdict deliv-
ered by  the Bangalore Special
Court which had sentenced
Sasikala and others to four years
rigorous imprisonment. Sasikala
was to be sworn in as Chief
Minister on February 16 but her
dreams were shattered by the
Supreme Court verdict on
February 14. Palaniswamy was
a stopgap arrangement as chief
minister as Sasikala wanted to
induct TTV Dhinakaran, her
nephew, as chief minister in her
absence.
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The HIV continues to be a
global health problem and

the prevention of this infection
is a challenge to the Indian
Government.

In Aligarh district 41% of
children living in slums and 49%
living on streets are suffering
from malnutrition along with an
alarming 38% of street children
reported as HIV positive. Many
of these children are thrown into
the flesh trade.

According to the study of
LATA organization and the
health department of the Union

Government on 560 children in
the age group of 8 to 15 years,
68% were male and 32% female.
56% of boys are living on the
streets while 44% are living in
slums with families. Mostly
these are a daily wager. This
study reveals that 4700 children
are living at railway & bus sta-
tions and Barchi bahadur area
with their families. They are vul-
nerable to violence and abuse.
Many them are forced into the
flesh trade.

BB Gupta, General Secretary
of LATA said that 21% of these
children are found deficient in
vitamins A, B, and iron.
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An Indian soldier received
injuries during 'unpro-

voked' ceasefire violation along
the line of control in  Macchal
sector of North Kashmir's
Kupwara district on Monday.
Ceasefire violation was also
reported from Nowshera in
Rajouri district of Jammu
region where Pak army target-
ed several forward villages
using mortar shells.

According to Defence
spokespersons based in

Srinagar and Jammu, Indian
army gave a befitting reply and
retaliated effectively.

In Srinagar, Col Rajesh
Kalia, Defence spokesman said,
"Pakistan initiated an ' unpro-
voked' ceasefire violation along
the line of control in Macchal
sector of Kupwara by firing
mortars and  other weapons on
Monday". He said, one soldier
received injuries and was evac-
uated to a nearby hospital
where his condition was stated
to be stable. He said, Indian
army gave a befitting response. 

In Jammu, Lt Col Devender
Anand said,  "Pakistan army
initiated ceasefire violation
around 3.50 p.m  along the line
of control in Nowshera sector
of Rajouri". He said Pak army
used small arms and mortars to
target the forward locations.
Indian army too retaliated effec-
tively, he added. 

Meanwhile, Indian army
jawans remain in a state of high
alert to prevent any major infil-
tration bid or surprise attack by
the Border Action Team of
Pakistan army in the region.
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Adreaded Lashskar-e-
Tayyeba  (LeT) comman-

der, directly responsible for
three major terror attacks in
which at least 21 security per-
sonnel were killed in action, was
one among the two terrorists
neutralised by the joint team of
security forces in village
Samboora of Awantipora area
in South Kashmir's Pulwama
district late Sunday night.

After the gunfight ended
late sunday night, the security
forces maintained the tight cor-
don and retrieved the dead
bodies from the encounter site
Monday morning. During the
operation, the dreaded terror-
ists had attempted to escape and
had even shifted their location
repeatedly but were tracked
down by the joint team of
security forces and neutralised.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Awantipora District
police lines, Director General
of Police, Dilbagh Singh,
flanked by senior army and
CRPF officers said, the gun-
fight that took place at
Samboora, Pampore was a suc-
cessful operation and security
forces achieved “big success” by
killing one of the longest sur-
viving terrorist commander of
Lashkar-e-Toiba outfit and his
close aide. Singh said the LeT
terrorists have been identified
as Aijaz Ahmad Reshi and
Sajad Ahmad Sofi. "They were
both residents of
Awantipora",he added.

DGP said, Aijaz Reshi was
operational commander of LeT
and was active alongside
Burhan Wani, poster boy of
Hizbul Mujahideen.   Reshi was
working as Over Ground
Worker (OGW) in 2015 and
joined LeT before Burhan
Wani,” the DGP told 
reporters.
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In a breakthrough of sorts six
people out of whom four are

Bangladeshis, were arrested
from the Birbhum district of
Bengal Bengal's for hatching
plans to assassinate a
Trinamool Congress politician,
police said.

“The police arrested the
accused persons on Sunday
night from Taltore village
which is not far from the Viswa
Bharati Shanitiniketan a central
university created by Poet
Laureate Rabindranath 
Tagore.

The police said the
Bangladeshis were “supari
killers” --- who were working
as masons in the nearby areas
--- and had been given contract
to kill a senior TMC leader
from the district.

“The six were arrested on
the basis of some specific infor-
mation we received. Details
cannot be divulged for the
sake of the investigation,” dis-
trict superintendent of police
Shyam Singh said.
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There was more trading of fire between the Raj
Bhavan and Nabanna (State secretariat) with

Bengal Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar once again
attacking the Mamata Banerjee Government for
running a police state drawing strong reactions
from the Trinamool Congress quarters which hit
back saying “he is the worst Governor we have seen
in our State.”

Bengal was a specific case of “collapsing rule
of law” the Governor on Monday said alleging
“ruthless killing of the opposition workers.”
Dhankhar who had earlier fought several letter
wars with the Chief Minister said adding the State

Government was currently “leaning on the crutch-
es of police” which should otherwise have been
used for safeguarding human rights.

As the “administration and law and order has
totally collapsed” the Government “on the crutch-
es In Bengal the “administration and law and order
has totally collapsed,” and there was an express need
for the Government to run without police crutch-
es the Governor said hours after the reports of the
Raj Bhavan’s request for additional budgetary allo-
cation being turned down by the State Government
became public. “Today the administration is in
servitude and virtually crawling,” the Governor said
asking the officials to come out of the clutches of
the political bosses.
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Though only 4,538 new
Covid-19 cases were

reported in Kerala on Monday,
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
said the details remained
inconclusive as the entire data
for the day could not be col-
lected.

“The details collected in
the second half of the day
would be furnished on Tuesday
and hence the numbers would
be higher than normal,” said
Vijayan while briefing the
media on Monday. Vijayan
ruled out the possibility of any
lock down in the backdrop of
the surging number of Covid-
19 cases. He said 20 patients
succumbed to the pandemic on
Monday. “We are experiencing
the doubling of Covid-19
patients on every 20 days. 
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Mumbai: For the first time in
28 days, Maharashtra's Covid-
19 deaths and cases plummet-
ed drastically, though
Mumbai's total cases breached
the 2-lakh mark, health officials
said here on Monday.

After recording 184 fatali-
ties on August 31, Maharashtra
witnessed just 180 deaths on
Monday, a significant drop
from the peak of 515 deaths
recorded on September 15,
taking the state's death toll to
35,751.

The state recorded 11,921
new cases on Monday, the
lowest since August 31 when
there were 11,852 new infec-
tions -- and steeply falling
from the peak tally of 24,886
recorded on September 11) --
taking the state's Covid tally to
13,51,153.

The state's recovery rate
also shot up -- from 76.91 per
cent to 77.71 per cent -- while
the mortality rate stood at 2.65
per cent on Monday.

On a positive note, 19,932
fully recovered people returned
home on Monday, taking the
total number of discharges to
10,49,947 till date, much high-
er than the 265,033 active cases
currently present in the state.

As per the figures released
on Monday, there was one
death roughly every 8 minutes
and 497 new cases added every
hour to the state's 
tally.

Of the 180 deaths, Mumbai
led the chart with 40 fatalities,
followed by Thane (24), Pune
(19), Chandrapur (14), Satara
(12), Kolhapur (10), Sangli and
Yavatmal (8 each), Aurangabad,
Hingoli and Amravati (5 each),
Jalgaon and Solapur (4 each),
Nashik, Osmanabad and
Gadchiroli (3 each), Palghar,
Beed and Nagpur (2 each), and
Raigad, Ahmednagar,
Ratnagiri, Latur, Nanded,
Akola and Buldhana 
(1 each).

Continuing in the sub-50
range for the third day this

month, Mumbai recorded 40
fatalities which took up its toll
to 8,834, while the number of
cases shot up by 2,055 to take
the city's tally past the 2-lakh
mark to 200,901.

Of the total 8 circles, the
situation in Mumbai circle
(MMR, comprising Mumbai,
Thane, Palghar and Raigad)
remains on the brink as deaths
spiral and cases pile up.

MMR's fatalities shot up by
67 to 15,533, and with anoth-
er spike of 4,098 new infectees,
the total cases shot up to
471,712.

With another of 35 fatali-
ties, the Pune circle's (com-
prising Pune, Solapur and
Satara districts) death toll
increased to 7,725 and the
daily case tally zoomed up by
2,583 to 358,375 cases.

Nashik circle has so far
recorded 3,607 fatalities and
178,439 cases, followed by
Kolhapur circle's 2,771 deaths
and 91,711 cases, and Nagpur
circle's 2,344 deaths and
103,621 cases.

Latur circle recorded 1,458
deaths and 54,536 cases,
Aurangabad circle had 1,309
fatalities and 51,167 cases, fol-
lowed by Akola circle with
870 deaths and 40,046 
cases.

Meanwhile, the number of
people sent to home quarantine
increased to 19,75,923, while
the number of those in insti-
tutional quarantine went down
from 30,467 to 29,922 on
Monday. IANS
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Jaswant Singh fought his last
fight, as he always did, with
restraint, dignity and recti-
tude that typified his life.
Recently, life had ebbed slow-

ly for the proverbial and literal last
of the knights (former cavalry
officer from the distinguished
Central India Horse Regiment) as
he silently passed into his Valhalla.
The 82-year-old soldier, states-
man, scholar and politician always
stood out in public imagination
with his ramrod straight posture,
sartorial sense, stifled baritone,
measured words and Queen’s
English. Singh was the quintessen-
tial “officer and a gentleman” on
duty. A pleasant oddity in the
mucky world of politics. Part of
Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s eclectic
group of “diversities”, Singh
brought the mellifluous imprint of
his rural desert district, Rajput war-
riors’ ethos and scholarly correct-
ness that won over many hard-
nosed diplomats from across the
world for his professional profun-
dity and efficacy. 

Once touted as Vajpayee’s trust-
ed “Hanuman”, Singh belonged to
a political era when one could be
an honourable gentleman, digni-
fied and yet a politician. He is most
recognised as Vajpayee’s globe-trot-
ting troubleshooter as External
Affairs Minister, but he complet-
ed a rare “D-E-F” in ministerial
portfolios, as he was also Defence
and Finance Minister. Vajpayee
personally stood up for his friend
“Jassu” whenever the knives were
out from within, against a man
who was clearly uncomfortable
with the puritanical section of his
party. But the sagacious Vajpayee
sought no echo-chamber. Instead,
he cherished and valued the former
soldier’s ability to uplift a simple
draft in English into the most sub-
lime expression. They were men of
letters who respected each other for
their “differences” and not feared
the same. Such political large-
heartedness was not to last and a
very different and distinct strain of
political instinct was brewing with-
in his own party. It was clear that
the space for independent-mind-
ed liberals and intellectuals was
diminishing. Like his co-soldier
and party colleague, Major General
BC Khanduri, the narrow form of
nationalism was on the rise. It was
an unknown space and anathema
for even old soldiers, and soon
Singh was banished. 

He was an intellectual rebel, not

a rabble rouser, a fine difference
and a handicap, one that he
would soon discover. He had left
the Army as he was sick of
“Sir’ing” and “empty posturing.”
To expect such a man to pander
to political insecurities and
insensitivities that were rising
was unimaginable. In such
changing times, there couldn’t
be a political space for a Jaswant
Singh, Arun Shourie, Yashwant
Sinha and so on. 

Today, when both national
security and diplomacy are
going through extreme turbu-
lence and relying on hyperbole,
jingoism and “economies of
truth” — the reassuring and
unflinching visage of Singh in
the backdrop of a nuclear test,
the Agra Summit, Kargil or in
the midst of confabulations
with Madeleine Albright and
Strobe Talbott, is a fleeting
memory of the distant past. 

A politician’s journey is rife
with incidents that are both
laudatory and fetching. Singh’s
political life was no different —
the perennial question of him
accompanying terrorists to
Kandahar to secure the release
of 160 hostages is the foremost.
What is rarely posited in such
questioning is if that was an
individual decision or one
cleared by the Cabinet
Committee on Security (CCS),
chaired by the Prime Minister,
Home Minister and the “D-E-
F” ministerial trinity? While no
one really stood up and vocal-
ly clarified (though, no one
denied either) that it was a col-
lective call — Singh was left to

carry this can of blemish for
posterity, singularly on his hall-
mark epaulette-strapped shoul-
ders. On the contrary, the post-
incident questioning always left
the one-time soldier bemused,
saddened and even let down by
his colleagues, but beyond a
point, he did not stoop to
name-calling; he was too much
of a thoroughbred gentleman to
do that. Singh was among the
first to blow the bugle about his
party’s changing tenor, agenda
and direction, and thereafter
sought a “serious inquiry.” Little
did he know of the changing
and irreversible winds, and
soon the soldier was ironically
slammed for “indiscipline.”
Later, his lettered expression by
way of a seminal book, Jinnah:
India, Partition, Independence,
was to be a convenient excuse
to get rid of unwanted erudition
within the new and rising ranks.
Gujarat was the first State to ban
the book, an indication of things
to follow. Singh’s prophetic
words then had been that it was
tantamount to “banning think-
ing.” A fruition of that political
reality plays out today. It was a
regrettable political end for the
distinguished career of the nine-
time parliamentarian, who in
his earlier book, A Call to
Honour: In Service of Emergent
India, had invoked the memo-
ries of the sun-lit land of his
childhood within the four walls
of “honour, courage, loyalty
and faith” — old fashioned
adjectives that sadly don’t res-
onate anymore. 

His wood-panelled office was

among the most impressive
personal libraries and with Bach
playing in the background, it
was a statement of class, culture
and pedigree that was equally at
ease in his desert dhani with the
hauntingly beautiful music of
his native bards, Langas and
Mangniyars. 

Singh was a man of chivalric
codes — a civilisational code, a
soldier’s code and even an
understated feudal code that
understood the fine difference
between respect and servility —
he was gracious and respectful
and was always respected back,
even by people across the “aisle.”
Politicians like him acknowl-
edged their political opponents
as equal patriots and human
beings and he was befittingly
conferred the “Outstanding
Parliamentarian Award” in
2001. More comfortable with his
books, writings, horses and an
abiding spirit of enquiry —
Singh abhorred illiberality, big-
otry and the swaggering abuse
of power. True to any proud sol-
dier’s moral compass, he valued
respect more than anything, but
as the cavalier once invoked, he
was ultimately, “put out to pas-
tures.” 

Today Vajpayee’s “Hanuman,”
who seldom rested, will be laid
to rest, as it were, in a better
world — as they say of old sol-
dier’s, “they never die, they
only fade away.” The nation lost
a patriot, a statesman, a soldier
and above all, a decent man.

(The writer, a military veter-
an, is a former Lt Governor of
Andaman & Nicobar Islands)
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Sir — Amid farmers’ protests,
particularly in Punjab and
Haryana, President Ram Nath
Kovind approved the three con-
troversial farm Bills. Leaders of
18 parties had also approached
the President last week, urging
him not to give his assent to the
Bills, calling the way in which
they were passed “tyrannical”
and “unknown to our
Constitution”.  The Government’s
dictatorial approach in passing
the farm Bills, when it didn’t have
the majority in the Upper House,
and now the President’s decision
to not heed the Opposition on
the matter and act against the
nation’s conscience, only suggests
that neither Harivansh Narayan
Singh, Deputy Chairman of the
Rajya Sabha, nor the President
are working as independent enti-
ties but rather as puppets of the
Central Government. Shiromani
Akali Dal chief Sukhbir Singh
Badal rightly called it a “dark day
for democracy”. The Opposition
parties need to come together
once again to challenge this cav-
alier attitude and arrogance and
work out a nationwide campaign
to make themselves count.

Bhagwan Thadani
Mumbai
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Sir — Before the pandemic,
India produced approximately
600 tonnes of biomedical waste
per day. However, now the
amount of biomedical waste has
increased exponentially. For a
country of more than 1.3 billion
people, we have only 198
Biomedical Waste Treatment
Centres (BMWTCs) and 225

medical centres with captive
waste treatment facilities. We
need to make sure that we are not
further polluting the environ-
ment while fighting the virus. 

The Government should
increase its biomedical waste
incineration capacity by employ-
ing mobile incinerators as
Wuhan did. Additionally, prop-
er segregation of waste should be
carried out at all the centres so

that medical waste isn’t dumped
in public places.

Rahul Chouhan
Ujjain
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Sir — Farmers’ protests have
intensified after the President
gave assent to the three Bills on
Sunday. Their main objection is
dismantling of the existing

Agricultural Produce Market
Committee mandis, which will
leave them at the mercy of big
companies. They also fear that if
the mandi system comes to an
end, so will the minimum sup-
port price system. The
Government should make nec-
essary amendments and ensure
that the farmers do not suffer.

BO Changa
West Bengal
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Sir — A 22-year-old woman was
allegedly raped by two Railway
officers at the Bhopal station.
This incident took place just days
after a 19-year-old was raped by
four upper caste men in Hathras
district. The culprits had cut off
her tongue and severely injured
her spinal cord. Currently, she is
on a ventilator fighting for her life
at a hospital in Aligarh. The
Government must ensure that
the women of this country are
safe. New laws need to be intro-
duced and a strict and swift jus-
tice system should be put in
place.

Khushbu Ved
Ujjain 
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The Narendra Modi Government recently
passed three Bills on labour reforms enshrined
in three labour codes, namely The Industrial

Relations Code, 2020, The Occupational Safety,
Health and Working Conditions Code, 2020 and The
Code on Social Security, 2020. Along with The Code
on Wages, 2019, passed by the Parliament last year,
these four labour law reforms are being bandied about
as the most crucial second generation amendments
that will make it easier to do business, improve the
competitiveness of the Indian industry, make it a
manufacturing hub and pursue the “Make in India”
agenda successfully. Even as the landscape of these
legislations is vast, there are four areas which will have
far-reaching implications for the way the Centre and
the States will be regulating businesses and ensur-
ing the welfare of workers. These include (I) con-
solidation (call it merger) of existing 29 Central
Labour Acts into four codes; (II) increase in the
threshold for retrenchment, closure or lay-off for a
firm (without Government permission) from exist-
ing 100 to 300 workers; (III) giving greater flexibil-
ity to the States in enacting legislation and (IV) pro-
viding for universal social security for workers. At
the outset, let us recognise that labour is on the
Concurrent List of the Constitution; therefore,
both the Union Government and the States have the
power to legislate on the subject. Hitherto, there were
29 Central Labour Acts besides 200 State-enacted
laws and amendments. This meant that a company
was required to take a number of licences, registra-
tions, permissions, renewals and file numerous
returns periodically under different Acts. For
instance, it had to file one annual return each under
the Payment of Wages Act (1936), the Minimum
Wages Act (1948) and the Payment of Bonus Act
(1965).   

Shockingly, even a MSME (micro, small and
medium enterprise) is required to maintain at least
10 different formats of wage registers, four formats
of accident registers and four of muster rolls under
different Acts. The regulations at the State level are
even more complex. Each State enjoys the right to
formulate specific rules with respect to applicabili-
ty thresholds, forms, formats, calculations, dates, fre-
quency of submissions, filing types (paper-based vs.
digital) and so on. This results in different due dates,
multiplicity of forms and formats, duplication in
record-keeping requirements, redundancies, com-
plex procedures, ambiguous interpretations and so
on. As a result, companies which operate in sever-
al States face a nightmare.

Consolidation of the extant 29 laws into four
codes should help firms in getting rid off this night-
mare. They can look forward to a significant reduc-
tion in the number of licences, registrations,
renewals, returns and registrations earlier required
under different Acts. As a result, the compliance bur-
den will go down. For instance, under The Code on
Wages, 2019, a firm needs to file a single annual
return against three different annual returns earli-
er. Correspondingly, at the State level too, business-
es will be unshackled.   

As regards (II), under the extant law, employ-
ers of industrial establishments such as mines, fac-
tories, plantations and so on, with at least 100 work-
ers, were required to take prior permission of the
Central or the State Governments before retrench-
ment or closure of workers. Together with a myri-
ad of regulations and compliances, which increase
in proportion to the scale of operations, this was a
major impediment in the way of firms growing in
size and creating more jobs. It also takes away the
flexibility of firms to adjust their labour deployment
in sync with changing demand conditions. It affects
their ability to stay afloat in a competitive environ-

ment especially when the economy is in
a downward phase. It also prompts them
to hire contract workers, which is not a
good sign especially for their social secu-
rity.  This has seriously impacted formal-
isation of the economy. Out of about 63
million enterprises, only one million or 1.5
per cent are in the formal sector.   

This preponderance of the so-called
unorganised informal economy (it
accounts for roughly 50 per cent of the
Gross Domestic Product and 80-90  per
cent of the workforce) is the inevitable out-
come of imposing such restrictions.

The increase in threshold under The
Industrial Relations Code, 2020 should
come as a big relief, as firms having up to
300 workers will get the much-needed flex-
ibility to adjust to the changing business
environment. But what is the sanctity of
fixing the threshold at 300? Why should
enterprises employing workers in excess
of this be subjected to approval?  

In the contemporary economic milieu,
wherein the ability of firms to compete
depends largely on the scale of operations
(even start-ups in a matter of few years get
into the position of giving jobs to thou-
sands of workers), imposition of such arbi-
trary thresholds viz. 100 or 300 or even
higher — a legacy of the socialist era — is
totally out of place. This needs to be done
away with.             

The Code provides for “fixed-term
employment” through contract workers on
a pan-India basis. Currently, companies
hire contract workers through contractors.
With the introduction of fixed-term
employment, they will be able to hire work-
ers directly under a fixed-term contract,
with the flexibility to adjust its tenure based
on the seasonality of industry. These
workers will be treated on a par with reg-
ular workers. It will be a win-win for both
the companies and those aspiring for jobs.

The Code does not take away the
workers’ right to go on strike. However, it
has been made mandatory to give 14 days’
notice for giving time to sort out differ-
ences through harmonious discussion
during this period. Doing away with
multiplicity of unions and introduction of

the concept of a “negotiating union” is a
welcome move.  Coming to (III), under the
present law, States have limited powers to
exempt factories from labour laws. For
instance, The Factories Act, 1948 allowed
exemption from its provisions in cases of
public emergency only for a period of three
months. For making changes or giving
exemptions from the law for longer dura-
tion, they had to approach the Central
Government. Now, the Union
Government has given a lot of flexibility
to States while implementing these Codes.
For instance, The Occupational Safety,
Health and Working Conditions Code,
2020 empowers the States to exempt new
factories from any of the provisions of the
new law for more economic activities and
employment opportunities. No timeline for
giving exemption to factories is pre-
scribed as against three months at present.
It also exempts existing establishments
from any of the provisions of the new Code
in case of an emergency provided that cer-
tain conditions are fulfilled.

Under the Industrial Relations Code,
2020, States can allow easier retrenchment,
or closure norms for more firms through
a notification, without the need to seek the
Centre’s approval. For instance, unlike in
the past when they could increase the
threshold only after seeking the approval
of the President and then getting it passed
by the legislature (16 States had hiked the
threshold to 300 workers following this
lengthy procedure only), now a State can
do it by issuing an executive order. 

The State can also exempt new estab-
lishments from “any or all provisions” of
the law dealing with industrial disputes,
retrenchment and trade unions “uncon-
ditionally” for a specific period of time as
it thinks fit. This can be done in “public
interest.”                 

Though, prompted by the dire need
to press the accelerator for industrialisa-
tion at a fast pace, these provisions may
have given too much discretionary power
to State bureaucrats. They need to use these
judiciously and while granting exemptions,
they should ensure that workers’ interests
are not compromised.  

As regards (IV), The Code on Social
Security, 2020 provides for  universal social
security for workers by expanding the
ambit of Employees’ Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) and Employees’
State Corporation of India (ESCI) and set-
ting up of a social security fund to cover
around 400 million unorganised sector
workers. However, some clauses are a bit
restrictive. For instance, only sites with 10
or more building and other construction
workers are covered. Likewise, for
Provident Fund, only establishments with
20 or more workers are covered. This will
result in exclusion of millions of MSMEs.

Worryingly, the Code does not stress
on social security as a right and does not
make any reference to its provision as stip-
ulated by the Constitution of the country.
Plus, it does not lay down a clear date for
enforcement. This will leave workers vul-
nerable without social protection. It is vital
that social security protection be made uni-
versal for the entire nation’s workforce.
However, the Code makes whimsical cat-
egorisations that will deprive millions of
working poor of their rights.

While the Code defines multiple cat-
egories, most are obscure and have not
been revised to determine whether a work-
er belongs to the organised or unorgan-
ised sector. For instance, platform and gig
workers are not defined as part of the unor-
ganised workforce, even though lakhs of
people are employed as such. Similarly, the
word “establishment” in the Code should
have been altered to make sure that all
workers come under the ambit of social
security protection.

To sum up, the enactment of the four
Codes is a big leap forward in labour
reforms but there still needs to be some
more thought put into the protection of
workers. As for the outcome, a lot will
depend on how the States respond as they
are the ones who have to implement, frame
and notify the rules and do the follow up.
If, they don’t and keep the regulations com-
plex, the intended benefits won’t percolate
down to the last worker. Both the Centre
and States have to work towards this.

(The writer is a policy analyst)
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The tenure of former US President
Bill Clinton can best be described
as tumultuous. The jury is out

regarding many of his decisions except
one: The nomination of Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg as an Associate Justice
of the US Supreme Court in 1993.
Both, supporters as well as detractors,
of Justice Ginsburg do converge on the
fact that her tenure was one of the most
eventful ones in the Supreme Court in
the past 50 years. Justice Ginsburg
passed away on September 18, after
close to three glorious decades in the
US top court. Later dubbed the

“Notorious RBG”, she was a pioneer of
the women’s liberation movement in
the US and a significant portion of her
life’s work was towards ushering in gen-
der just laws. Ginsburg was inspired by
the civil rights movement and saw this
feminist activism as its extension and
logical successor.

Growing up in the inherently
unequal America of the 1940s-1960s
with its institutionalised and main-
stream sexism, Ginsburg was quickly
confronted with the discriminatory sys-
tem. Despite having served on the
Harvard Law Review (considered a
symbol of intellectual brilliance) and
graduating top of her class at Columbia,
no law firm in New York City wished
to hire a woman at the time. Similarly,
she lost a chance of serving as a Law
Clerk to Justice Felix Frankfurter of the
US Supreme Court, who unabashed-
ly told her that he wasn’t ready to hire
a woman.   

Confronted by this harsh reality,
Ginsburg turned to activism. From
1972, she began a close relationship
with the American Civil Liberties

Union, and co-founded its Women’s
Rights Project. Within two years she
had taken part in more than 300 gen-
der-related cases. One of her most icon-
ic wins at the Supreme Court was
Frontiero v Richardson (1973), which
decided that compensation and other
service benefits cannot be given differ-
ently on the basis of gender alone. The
case particularly challenged the service
rules of the US Air Force prohibiting
husbands of women officers from
being listed as dependents for the pur-
poses of housing and other benefits.
This was based on the assumption that
men are the family bread-winners and
women the caretakers. Of the total six
cases argued in the apex court by Justice

Ginsburg, she won an astonishing five,
setting the foundation for a revolution
in gender justice-oriented jurispru-
dence, which has subsequently been
emulated across the world. 

In her attempts to persuade an all-
male Supreme Court, Ginsburg
focussed on male applicants. This
strategic litigation allowed her to con-
front the justices with the harmful
effects of gender discrimination on
men such as themselves. Winning their
empathy in this manner, she managed
to shake the foundations of the sexist
system to the advantage of both men
and women.

Ginsburg also landed several
teaching positions and became the first
woman tenure lecturer at Columbia
University. Subsequently, she func-
tioned as a surprisingly moderate fed-
eral judge. Her appointment as a
Supreme Court Justice was, therefore,
met with a great deal of suspicion from
feminist activists, who feared that she
would not be the most passionate advo-
cate for women’s rights.  

Justice Ginsburg proved them

wrong. Her years at the apex court were
characterised by her staunch belief in
gender equality and her support for
LGBTQIA+ and minority rights. She
was the author of the majority opinion
in US vs Virginia, wherein the court
struck down as discriminatory the
practice of male-only admissions in the
Virginia Military Academy. This judg-
ment revolutionised the US
Constitution’s “equal protection of
laws” clause (14th Amendment) by
adding equality on the basis of gender
to the traditional interpretation of
equality on the basis of race. Referring
to the apex court’s decision in Brown
vs Education Board of Topeka,
Ginsburg stated that if racially segre-
gated schools were declared unconsti-
tutional, then so should separate mil-
itary academies for women for they
would not impart the same level of mil-
itary training as the male ones. Justice
Ginsburg’s verdict in the Virginia
Military case in particular served to be
a great inspiration behind the Indian
Army permitting the commissioning
of women officers.

Faced with a conservative-leaning
Supreme Court, Justice Ginsburg often
had to turn to dissenting opinions as
well. She famously disagreed with the
majority’s view in Bush vs Gore that the
manual vote recount for the presiden-
tial election ordered by the Florida
Supreme Court was unconstitutional.
In Shelby County vs Holder, the
majority held the federal pre-clearance
for changes in the voting laws of States
with a history of racial discrimination
to be unconstitutional. Justice Ginsburg
vehemently protested, stating that this
pre-clearance effectively protected
against racial voting discrimination and
that the judgment resembled “throw-
ing away your umbrella in a rainstorm
because you are not getting wet.”
Some of her other influential dissents
dealt with issues such as gender work-
place discrimination and reproductive
health. 

Justice Ginsburg’s death has caused
a political storm in the US. President
Trump plans to fill Ginsburg’s seat as
soon as possible by replacing her with
a woman, loyal and conservative can-

didate. This would present the conser-
vatives with a “super majority” in the
apex court. Democrats met this news
with a wave of protests and called to
postpone any nomination until after
the presidential election in November.
Such a super majority would put the
right to abortion, among others, on a
shaky pedestal. A part of Ginsburg’s
legacy in the fight for gender equality
could, therefore, be at serious risk of
being erased. This is a troublesome tes-
timony that the fight against discrim-
ination in the US has not been won yet,
but is on the contrary facing a threat
of regression. Regardless, it goes with-
out doubt that Justice Ginsburg’s was
one of the most influential figures in
the fight for women’s rights and liber-
al thought in the US. Her highly
respected, brilliant mind will be missed
in these times of growing insecurity.

(Manubarwala is the incumbent
Global Peace Ambassador to India.
Ghulam obtained a LL.M with a spe-
cialisation in human rights from Ghent
University, Belgium. Both are  LL.M can-
didates at the University of Cambridge) 
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Beijing: US-China friction
flared again Monday, with
Beijing firing back at accusa-
tions by Washington that it is
a leading cause of global envi-
ronmental damage and has
reneged on its promise not to
militarise the South China
Sea.

A document issued last
week by the State Department
cited China’s record on issues
from greenhouse gas emis-
sions to air and water and soil
pollution, illegal logging and
wildlife trafficking.

“While the Chinese people
have suffered the worst envi-
ronmental impacts of its
actions, Beijing also threatens
the global economy and glob-
al health by unsustainably
exploiting natural resources
and exporting its willful dis-
regard for the environment,”
the document said.

Department spokesperson
Morgan Ortagus followed that
with a statement Sunday say-
ing China has “pursued a reck-
less and provocative milita-
rization” of disputed outposts
in the South China Sea’s Spratly
Islands, adding that China’s
ruling Communist Party “does
not honor its words or com-
mitments.”  AP

Washington: China is using its
militarised outposts in the
South China Sea as platforms
of coercion to assert control
over waters it has no lawful
claim over, the United States
has said, demanding President
Xi Jinping to honour his com-
mitment that these maritime
constructions “would not tar-
get or impact any country”.

Beijing claims almost all of
the 1.3 million square-mile
South China Sea as its sover-
eign territory. China has been
building military bases on arti-
ficial islands in the region
which, in parts, is claimed by
Brunei, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Taiwan and
Vietnam.

Beijing has impeded com-
mercial activity like fishing
and mineral exploration by
neighbouring nations in recent
years, saying the ownership of
the resource-rich maritime ter-
ritory belongs to China for
hundreds of years.

US State Department
spokesperson Morgan Ortagus
on Sunday said five years ago
on September 25, 2015 the
Chinese President, standing in

the White House Rose Garden,
promised ‘China does not
intend to pursue militarisation’
of the Spratly Islands, and
China’s outposts ‘would not tar-
get or impact any country’.

Instead the Chinese gov-
ernment backed by the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) has
pursued reckless and provoca-
tive militarisation of these dis-
puted outposts, deploying anti-
ship cruise missiles, expanding
military radar with signal intel-
ligence capabilities, construct-
ing dozens of fighter jet hangars
and runways capable of accom-
modating combat aircraft,
Ortagus said.

“The CCP uses these mil-
itarised outposts as platforms of
coercion to assert control over
waters to which Beijing has no
lawful maritime claim,”
Ortagus said.

They serve as staging
grounds for the hundreds of
maritime militia vessels and
China Coast Guard ships that
regularly harass civilian carri-
ers and impede legitimate law
enforcement activities, offshore
fishing, and hydrocarbon
development by neighbouring

�!�� �38��%/?24>4�-)$88�8.

US Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo said

Monday the United States 
will use its diplomatic 
and military influence in the
region to try to ease a volatile
dispute between NATO allies
Greece and Turkey over ener-
gy rights in the eastern
Mediterranean.

Pompeo began a five-day
regional tour Monday in the
northern Greek city of
Thessaloniki, days after Greece
and Turkey committed to
restarting a diplomatic dia-
logue on the dispute that trig-
gered a dangerous military
build-up — and fears of mili-
tary conflict — in the disput-
ed maritime area over the sum-
mer.  

Washington: Republican
incumbent President Donald
Trump and his Democratic
challenger Joe Biden are all set
to share the stage for the first
time on Tuesday night when
they will be going head-to-head
in the first of the three presi-
dential debates.

Dubbed as the “Super Bowl
of American Democracy”,
Trump, 74, and Biden, 77,
would respond to questions on
their track record, the Supreme
Court, economy, race and vio-
lence in cities and integrity of
the elections at the Case
Western Reserve University
and Cleveland Clinic in
Cleveland, Ohio — a key bat-
tleground state.

Popular Fox news anchor
Chris Wallace would moderate
the first debate, which would
start at 9 pm EST (6:30 am
IST). Steve Scully from C-
SPAN Networks and Kristen
Welker from NBC News would
moderate the other two presi-
dential debates on October 15
in Miami (Florida) and
October 22 in Nashville
(Tennessee), respectively.

Vice President Mike Pence,
61, and Democratic vice-pres-
idential candidate Kamala
Harris, 55, will participate in
the only vice-presidential
debate, to be hosted by USA
Today journalist Susan Page, in
Salt Lake City in Utah on
October 7. 

All the four debates are
being organised by the
Commission on Presidential
Debates (CPD). The debates
would be of 90 minutes dura-

tion. 
In August, the CPD had

turned down a request of the
Trump campaign for a presi-
dential debate in early
September. 

Trump told reporters on
Sunday that former New Jersey
governor Chris Christie and
former New York mayor Rudy
Giuliani were helping him pre-
pare for the debates. The two
were seated in the press brief-
ing room along with the White
House Press Secretary Kayleigh
McEnany during the news con-
ference by the president. PTI 

Yerevan: Armenia and
Azerbaijani forces kept fighting
Monday over the disputed sep-
aratist region of Nagorno-
Karabakh after hostilities broke
out the day before, with both
sides blaming each other for
resuming the deadly attacks.

The Azerbaijani Defence

Ministry claimed that
Armenian forces started shelling
the town of Tartar on Monday
morning, while Armenian offi-
cials said the fighting continued
throughout the night and Baku
resumed “offensive actions” in
the morning.

Azerbaijan’s Defence
Ministry told the Interfax news
agency Monday that over 550

Armenian troops have been
killed, a claim that Armenian
officials denied.

According to Nagorno-
Karabakh officials, 31 service-
men have been killed so far.
Armenian Defence Ministry
spokesman Artsrun
Hovhannisyan said Monday
over 200 people have been
wounded. AP

Washington: The bombshell
revelations that President
Donald Trump paid just $750
in federal income taxes the
year he ran for office and paid
no income taxes at all in many
others threaten to undercut a
pillar of his appeal among
blue-collar voters and provide
a new opening for his
Democratic rival, Joe Biden, on
the eve of the first presidential
debate.

Trump has worked for
decades to build an image of
himself as a hugely successful
businessman — even choosing
“mogul” as his Secret Service
code name.

But The New York Times
on Sunday revealed that he
paid just $750 in federal
income taxes in 2016, the year
he won the presidency, and in
2017, his first year in office.

He paid no income taxes
whatsoever in 10 of the previ-
ous 15 years, largely because he
reported losing more money
than he made, according to the
Times, which obtained years’
worth of tax return data that
the president had long fought
to keep private.

The development comes at
a particularly precarious
moment for Trump, whose
Republican campaign is strug-
gling to overcome criticism of
the president’s handling of the
pandemic. It hands Biden an
easy attack line heading into
Tuesday’s debate. And with
early voting already happening
in some states and Election
Day just over a month away,
Trump may be running out of
time to turn his campaign
around.

“Donald Trump needs this
election to be about Joe Biden
as a choice,” said longtime
GOP consultant Alex Conant.
“This keeps the focus square-
ly on Trump’s character and the
chaos going into the most
important night of the cam-
paign, the debate.” Of course,
Trump has repeatedly faced —
and survived — devastating
turns that would have sunk any
other politician.

That includes, most
notably, the stunning “Access
Hollywood” tape released in
October 2016, in which Trump
was recorded bragging about
kissing and groping women

without their permission. The
video’s release came just two
days before Trump was set to
face then-candidate Hillary
Clinton in their second debate
and was considered a death
knell to his campaign at the
time.

White House press secre-
tary Kayleigh McEnany told
“Fox & Friends” on Monday
that Democrats are replaying
“the same playbook they tried
in 2016 — the same playbook
that the American people
rejected and will do so again.”

At this point in the race,
with voting already underway
in many states and so few vot-
ers still undecided, it is unclear
whether any new discoveries
about Trump would make any
difference. Trump’s support
over the years has remained
remarkably consistent, polls
over the course of his presi-
dency have found.

Yet the tax allegations go to
the very heart of Trump’s
appeal, especially among the
blue-collar voters in states like
Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and
Michigan who propelled him
to the presidency in 2016. AP
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Washington: A US federal
judge late on Sunday halted a
politically charged ban ordered
by the Trump administration
on downloads of the popular
video app TikTok, hours before
it was to go into effect.

District Judge Carl Nichols
issued a temporary injunction
at the request of TikTok, which
the White House has called a
national security threat alleging
that its Chinese parent firm is
tied to the Beijing government.

The opinion was sealed, so
no reason for the decision was
released in a one-page order by
the court in Washington.

The Trump administration
order sought to ban new down-
loads of the app from midnight
(0400 GMT Monday) but
would allow use of TikTok
until November 12, when all
usage would be blocked. The
judge denied TikTok’s request
to suspend the November 12
ban. AFP
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Phoenix: They came fleeing
war and persecution in coun-
tries like Myanmar, Eritrea
and Iraq, handpicked by the
United States for resettlement
under longstanding humani-
tarian traditions.

Now, tens of thousands of
refugees welcomed into the
US during the Obama admin-
istration are American citi-
zens, voting the first time in
what could be the most con-
sequential presidential contest
of their lifetimes.

With some states already
sending out early ballots, the
first-time voters from Arizona
to Florida are excited but
mindful of their responsibil-
ity in helping to choose the
country’s next leader. AP
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Islamabad: Afghanistan’s top
official in negotiations with
the Taliban arrived in Pakistan’s
capital Monday on a three-day
trip during which he will meet
with the country’s prime min-
ister and other government
officials.

Abdullah Abdullah, who
leads the Afghan High Council
for National Reconciliation,
was received by top government
officials on arriving in
Islamabad. 

Apart from meeting with
Prime Minister Imran Khan,
the Afghan reconciliation

leader also will meet with
President Arif Alvi, Foreign
Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi and other officials.

The council represents the
Afghan government in historic
peace negotiations with the
Taliban which began in Qatar
on September 12. 

Those talks represent the
most-serious effort yet at end-
ing decades of war in
Afghanistan that followed the
2001 US-led invasion that top-
pled its Taliban government,
which then hosting al-Qaida
leader Osama bin Laden who

planned the September 11
attacks.

The Afghan-Taliban talks
come after a deal signed in
February between the US and
the Taliban. That aims to allow
the US to withdraw from
Afghanistan and end the
longest military engagement
in American history.

Many Taliban leaders have
lived in Pakistan since the
1980s. In those years they were
part of the Afghan mujahedeen,
allies of the US in ending the
10-year occupation of the coun-
try by the Soviet Union. AP
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Madrid: Spain’s Supreme Court
on Monday effectively barred
Catalonia’s regional president
from his office for refusing to
remove a banner that called for
the release of imprisoned sep-
aratist leaders and was dis-
played on a public building
ahead of the 2019 general elec-
tion.

The ruling that Quim
Torra disobeyed Spain’s elec-
toral law triggers a new period
of political uncertainty in the
northeastern region where a
demand by some for indepen-
dence has triggered the coun-
try’s biggest constitutional cri-
sis in decades.

According to the existing
regulations, Torra’s deputy
should take over as president-
in-charge until the regional
parliament elects a new leader
or a new election is held. Pro-
secession activists reacted by
calling for protests later
Monday in the regional capital,
Barcelona.

In their ruling, the panel of
judges unanimously agreed to
uphold last year’s decision by a
lower court to ban Torra from
holding any public office for 18
months and fine him 30,000
euros (USD 35,000).

Torra, a staunch separatist
who became the head of
Catalonia’s government fol-
lowing the 2017 push for the
region’s independence from
Spain, had previously criti-
cised the case as an act of
repression against the democ-
ratic mandate of voters in the
region.

His predecessor, Carles
Puigdemont, who fled to
Belgium after the Spanish gov-
ernment deposed him for push-
ing ahead with an indepen-
dence declaration, criticised
the court’s decision. AP
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Industry body COAI has cau-
tioned that any decision on

de-licensing or administrative
allocation of high commercial
value E and V bands spectrum
will violate prevailing policy
framework, create non level-
playing-field for licenced telcos
and cause huge revenue loss to
the government.

In a letter to
Communications Minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad, the
Cellular Operators’ Association
of India (COAI) on Monday
called for allocation of spec-
trum in these specified bands
“through transparent auction to
access service providers imme-
diately”. 

The COAI emphasised
that these bands “are extreme-
ly valuable resources for India
for 5G as well as backhaul for
mobile broadband”.

Radiowaves used for trans-

mitting signals to mobile
phones are referred to as the
access spectrum while back-
haul spectrum augments sig-
nals between mobile towers at
the back-end.

“...Any decision of de-
licensing or administrative
allocation of high commercial
value spectrum in E and V
bands: is technically not fea-
sible, will be contrary to the
prevailing policy framework
of spectrum allocation, con-
trary to the principle pro-
mulgated by the Hon’ble
Supreme Court, contempt of
Hon’ble Supreme Court...,”
the COAI said.

Such a move would also
lead to non-level playing field
for licensed telecom opera-
tors, will not guarantee the effi-
cient use of these bands, and
“cause huge revenue loss to the
exchequer”, COAI Director
General S P Kochhar said, in
the letter seen by PTI. 
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Benchmark equity indices
Sensex and Nifty surged as

much as 1.6 per cent on
Monday, lifted by intense buy-
ing in financial stocks on hopes
of capital support to public sec-
tor banks and stimulus mea-
sures for the economy.

The BSE Sensex settled
592.97 points or 1.59 per cent
higher at 37,981.63, while the
NSE Nifty surged 177.30 points
or 1.60 per cent to 11,227.55 -
- the second straight session of
rise for the indices.

In the Sensex pack,
IndusInd Bank was the top
gainer, rising around 8 per
cent, followed by Bajaj Finance,
Axis Bank, PowerGrid, ONGC,
Sun Pharma, ICICI Bank and
M&M. On the other hand,
Hindustan Unilever, Infosys
and Nestle ended in the red.

All sectoral indices ended
with gains, with BSE power,
bankex, auto, realty, utilities,
finance and metal rallying up

to 3.40 per cent. Broader mid-
cap and smallcap indices
surged outperformed the
benchmark, rising up to 2.68
per cent.

“Key Indices ended high as
bulls led the charge backed by
financials and well supported
by auto and pharma.
Expectations of a stimulus cou-
pled with capital support to
state-run banks fuelled the
rally in late afternoon trade,” S
Ranganathan, Head of
Research at LKP Securities,
said.

Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services, said global cues were
also positive following posi-
tive industrial profits data
from China, setting aside
concerns about the increasing
virus infections and related
impact.

Indian markets were also
banking on further stimulus
and other measures by the
government to boost the econ-
omy, he said.

According to traders,
domestic equities also tracked
strong buying sentiment in
global equities ahead of the first
US presidential debate.

Global investors are eyeing
the first US presidential debate,
set for Tuesday, between US
President Donald Trump and
Democratic candidate Joe
Biden.

It could influence the
course of US policies and is
likely to affect share prices
across the world, analysts
said.

Bourses in Hong Kong,
Tokyo and Seoul ended on a
positive note, while Shanghai
was in the red.

Stock exchanges in Europe
were trading with strong gains
in early deals.
Meanwhile, international oil
benchmark Brent crude was
trading 0.68 per cent lower at
USD 42.12 per barrel.

In the forex market, the
rupee settled 18 paise lower at
73.79 against the US dollar.


����� 289�+8/34

In a major push to domestic
manufacturing in the coun-

try, the government proposes
to pump in over �3 lakh crore
through an umbrella produc-
tion linked incentive (PLI)
scheme that will run simulta-
neously in 10 identified sectors
for a period of five years.

Sources privy to the devel-
opment said that the Niti
Aayog has been entrusted with
the task to finalise a cabinet
note proposing extension of the
PLI scheme with separate bud-
getary allocation for each iden-
tified sector for the next five
years starting FY22.

The allocation will have to
be worked out within the con-
fines of the suggestions given
by the expenditure department
based on expected savings
from the withdrawal of the
existing Merchandise Exports
India Scheme (MEIS) intro-
duced in April 2015 to promote
manufacturing and exports of
specified goods from India.

“A plan for a mega �3 lakh
crore PLI scheme has been
finalised by an empowered
group of secretaries chaired by
the cabinet secretary early this
month. The allocation under
the expanded PLI has been
worked out on the basis of sav-
ings made by withdrawal of the
MEIS scheme and liabilities on
account of the new export
incentive scheme, Remission of
Duties or Taxes on Export
Products (RoDTEP). This will
ensure that there is no imbal-
ance on account of introduc-

tion of PLI,” said the source
quoted above.

Under the proposed PLI
scheme, the government will
incentivise domestic produc-
tion in 10 areas to begin with.
These include battery storage,
solar PV modules, electronics
(laptop, server, IoT devices,
specified computer hardware),
automobile and auto compo-
nents, telecom and networking
products, textiles, food pro-
cessing, speciality steel and
white goods (air conditioners
and LED).

Apart from these, large
scale electronic manufacturing
(mobile phones), pharmaceu-
tical drugs and medical devices,
which already have an
approved PLI scheme, would
be provided full budgetary
allocation for next five years.

In the discussions by the
EGoS, the highest allocation of
close to �60,000 crore (over the
next five years) has been pro-
posed for automobile and auto
component sectors. This is
with the belief that this sector
could help India become a
global hub of manufacturing
and source house for global
industries.

The next highest allocation
has been proposed for large
scale electronic manufacturing
at �40,000 crore, where the
mobile phone manufacturing
sector is already getting a PLI.

The PLI for pharma sector
has also been proposed for a
higher allocation of �30,000
crore to give a boost to pro-
duction of API that is largely
imported at present.

Chennai: The RBI should take
a prompt and correct action of
merging the 93-year-old
Lakshmi Vilas Bank (LVB)
with a nationalised bank, a top
leader of one of the largest bank
unions said.

“There are a number of
corporate vultures that are cir-
cling the small-old generation
private banks for a take over.
These regional banks have
their own tradition and culture
and taking them beyond cer-
tain borders and expanding
their size will result in failure,”
All India Bank Employees’
Association (AIBEA) General
Secretary C.H. Venkatachalam
told IANS. IANS
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Government owned
National Bank for

Agriculture and Rural
Development (NABARD), the
second largest lender to
Reliance Commercial Finance
Limited (RCF) with over
�1,100 crore of secured loan
exposure has given clean chit to
RCF and has removed its red
flag.

NABARD is a part of the
consortium of lenders and is
signatory to an Inter Creditor
Agreement (ICA) executed
between the lenders of RCF
under June 7, 2019 circular of
RBI on resolution of stressed
assets.

NABARD had classified
the account of RCF as Red Flag

on February 25, 2020.
Thereafter lenders conducted a
detailed forensic audit by Grant
Thornton (GT).

At a meeting of the
Consortium of Lenders led by
Bank of Baroda, held on Friday
September 25, 2020, NABARD
informed the consortium of
lenders that having examined
the GT forensic report, it found
no element of fraud and has
therefore removed the red flag.

Earlier, Delhi High Court
on August 14 had stayed a
move by Bank of Baroda, the
leader of Consortium of Bank,
to classify the accounts as
fraud, restraining banks from
taking any other coercive
action till the next hearing.
Similar action of Punjab
National Bank was also stayed

by Delhi High Court on 11th
August, 2020.

As per information report-
ed on Central Repository of
Information on Large Credits
(CRILC), Indian Bank and
Federal Bank have classified
their exposure to Reliance
Home Finance Ltd (RHFL) as
a fraud account.

Indian Bank having an
exposure of only Rs. 120 crore,
made such classification on
29th August, 2020. The expo-
sure of Federal Bank to RHFL
is 100 crore -- out of the total
RHFL debt of over Rs 10,000
crore. Action of Indian Bank
and Federal Bank is despite the
Delhi High Court staying such
action by the lead bank Bank
of Baroda on 14th August,
2020.
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India’s residential market got
back to action as the lock-

down restrictions eased in the
third quarter of 2020. Housing
sales, during the July-
September quarter, jumped up
34 per cent compared to the
April-June quarter, which was
largely impacted by the nation-
wide lockdown, showed a
report by JLL Research.

A total of 14,415 units
were sold during the quarter
ended September, as against
10,753 units sold during the
previous quarter.

The report showed that
Mumbai accounted for 29 per
cent of the total sales during the
period under review, while 22
per cent of sales was con-
tributed by Delhi-NCR.

Growth in sales activity
was also driven by stronger
demand in Chennai,
Hyderabad and Pune.

Ramesh Nair, CEO and
Country Head, India, JLL, said:

“We are feeling cautiously opti-
mistic about the residential
market, driven by sales volumes
in Mumbai and Delhi. A com-
bination of favourable factors
such as low mortgage rates,
attractive prices combined with
developers’ lucrative payment
plans together reinforce the
longer-term potential of the
sector. For end users, the next
12 months are ideal to buy a
house.”

“In the subsequent quar-
ters, the translation of demand
into sales will primarily hinge
on enhanced consumer confi-
dence, which, in turn, depends
upon the continued imple-
mentation of progressive gov-
ernment policies amidst the
gradual revival of the Indian
economy at large,” he added.

Residential market activi-
ty is also being supported by
renewed interest from NRIs in
Q3 2020, resulting in more pent
up demand in the market and
increased enquiries received
by developers, the report said.
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Amid widespread farmers’
protest against the new

farm laws, the Centre on
Monday came out with the lat-
est data of paddy procurement
in the last 48 hours to allay any
apprehensions over the mini-
mum support price (MSP)
buying.

With the latest procure-
ment data, the Government
aims to send a clear message -
it has no intention of scrapping
the MSP and that it has put in
a mechanism for procurement
of not only summer-sown
paddy but also pulses and
oilseeds this year.

Farmers in Punjab and
Haryana and several other
states are protesting against
new farm laws which they feel

will lead to procurement in the
hands of corporates and the
end of the MSP regime. 

“About 5,637 tonnes of
paddy at MSP of �1,868 per
quintal has been procured from
farmers of Haryana and Punjab
till September 27. The pro-
curement of paddy for the
remaining states commenced
from today,” the Union
Agriculture Ministry said.

Paddy worth �10.53 crore
MSP value has been procured
from 390 farmers of Haryana
and Punjab in the last 48 hours,
it said in a statement.  Paddy
procurement in the ongoing
2020-21 Kharif Marketing
Season has just started from
Sept 26.  The Govt has kept a
rice procurement target of
495.37 lakh tonnes in the 2020-
21 kharif marketing season.

Besides paddy, the Govt
through its nodal agencies has
procured 34.20 tonnes of
moong worth �25 lakh MSP
value from 40 farmers in Tamil
Nadu till September 24.
Similarly, 5,089 tonnes of copra
(the perennial crop) having
MSP value of �52.40 crore has
been procured, benefitting
3,961 farmers in Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu against the
sanctioned quantity of 95.75
lakh tonnes for Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu and Kerala, it said. Based
on the proposal from the states,
the ministry said it has given
nod for procurement of a total
13.77 lakh tonnes of kharif
pulses and oilseeds from states
of Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, Telangana and
Haryana. 
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Blood cancer occurs when
there is an abnormal blood
cell growth which inter-
rupts the normal blood cell

functioning. When it comes to
treating blood cancer, treatment
depends on the type, age of the
patient and stage of the cancer.
However, the most common treat-
ment includes chemotherapy, radi-
ation and blood stem cell transplant. 

Common symptoms:
� Weakness or feeling fatigue due
to decrease in red blood cells
� Frequently falling ill and infec-
tions due to low immunity.
Infections often develop in mouth,
throat, skin, and lungs
� Abnormal weight loss is also the
primary symptom
� leeding gums and blood from the
nose

Blood stem cell transplant to
lead a longer life

Every year, over one lakh peo-
ple are diagnosed with blood can-
cer in India. Most often blood can-
cer can be treated by administering
chemotherapy. However, for
patients who cannot be treated
with a chemo, their only hope of
survival is through a blood stem cell
transplant. A blood stem cell trans-
plant infuses healthy blood stem

cells from a matching donor to the
patient. Lymphoma, Leukemia,
Myeloma and Hodgkin disease &
other blood disorders such as
Aplastic Anemia & Thalassemia can
be treated with a blood stem cell
transplant.  A successful blood
stem cell transplant in 70 per cent
to 90 per cent of these patients may
give them a second chance at life,
depending on the disease condition
and the donor type.

On registering as a potential
blood stem cell donor

While lack of information is the
biggest challenge faced by all poten-
tial blood stem cell donors today,
multiple myths associated with
blood stem cell donation pose a
greater threat. These include a
commonly believed notion that a
few health risks are associated with
the procedure; you are putting your
life at risk by donating your blood
stem cells etc.

A successful stem-cell trans-
plant requires a perfect HLA type.
There is a possibility of finding the
perfect match from a donor of the
same ethnicity. Sadly, patients of
Indian ethnicity have a hard time in
finding a match due to lack of
potential donors. 

Blood stem cell registries like

DKMS-BMST help in unrelated
donor transplant process that coun-
sel donors, enroll donors, get their
HLA typing done, facilitate search
of the donors and later facilitate the
blood stem cell collection and
transplant. To reduce the gap and to
ensure each blood cancer patient
looking for a matching donor finds
one, it is important to each of us to
register as a potential blood stem
cell donor.

Blood stem cell transplant
during the pandemic

COVID-19 has definitely
impacted healthcare delivery espe-
cially in blood cancer treatment.
The virus poses a risk for blood can-
cer patients as they are immune
deficient and are more prone to
infection than any of us. We also see
an impact on potential donor reg-
istration drives due to social dis-
tancing guidelines. This gap can be
minimised by encouraging people
to register online as potential donors
and give patients suffering from
Blood Cancer or other blood disor-
ders like Thalassemia a second
chance at life.
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Polycystic ovary syndrome (PCOS) is one of the most common

hormonal disorders that affect at least one in every 10 women
in India. Despite it being so severe, there is still less awareness around
the syndrome and its potentially devastating symptoms. Women
suffering from PCOS go through a range of bodily issues like exces-
sive body hair, weight gain, acne and sometimes infertility if it’s
not managed well. However, it doesn’t end here. A research has
shown that women suffering from this condition are more likely
to suffer from mental health problems like depress, anxiety and bipo-
lar disorder.

PCOS is a severe genetic, reproductive and metabolic disor-
der and is one of the leading causes of female infertility in India.
It affects the way the functioning of the ovaries, which results in
irregular periods, excess androgens (male hormones) in the body
and polycystic ovaries. Studies suggest that up to 60 percent of
women with PCOS also suffer from some form of mental illness.
It can be attributed to the physical symptoms and nature of PCOS,
which is so serious that the mental illness is often overlooked.
Though there is no scientific research to prove what leads to dete-
riorating mental condition , it is generally considered to be caused
by coping with the PCOS. But with so many women affected, it is
important to try and identify whether or not there is a more spe-
cific cause for anxiety and depression in women with PCOS and
how it can be prevented.

Link between PCOS and bipolar
When researchers at the University of Cardiff assessed the men-

tal health history of more than 17,000 women diagnosed with the
condition, the results showed those with PCOS were more likely
to be diagnosed with depression, anxiety and bipolar disorder. It’s
still not clear what actually causes the condition whether it runs

in families or related to abnor-
mal hormone levels like high lev-
els of insulin. Other issues asso-
ciated with PCOS, such as excess
hair growth and acne, can also
lead to low self-esteem.

All these can also lead to
severe mood swings, which can
cause a general feeling of insta-
bility. It’s not that they aren’t feel-
ing guilty of their mood swings
and not being able to deal with
life. All these mixed feelings
actually worsen their mental
state and can fuelled the symp-
toms of depression and anxiety.
For not being able to open up
about all these issues also caus-
es severe mental illness.

Even women, who are try-
ing to get pregnant, also experience several mental turbulences
because of with depression and anxiety caused by infertility.

PCOS can host a series of mental conditions including:
�Anxiety
�Bipolar disorder
�Major depressive disorders
�Bulimia
�Other eating disorders
�Somatizations (physical manifestations of negative mental

states)
�Interpersonal sensitivity
It can be treated in two ways: treating the PCOS from its roots

and treating the mental conditions arising from it. Many medicines
are used to balance the blood sugar and insulin levels, normalize
body weight and getting hormones balanced. One also needs to
bring some lifestyle modifications including regular exercise, diet
management by avoiding junk food and low-suger diet and opt-
ing for healthy nutritious diet.

Treating the mental health issues needs a multifaceted
approach. Cognitive behavioural therapy can be helpful in treat-
ing PCOS and anxiety attacks, and talk therapy can help people
who are experiencing PCOS-related depression or general self-
esteem issues. Even penning down your feelings will help to under-
stand your patterns and triggers for mental illness. This will enable
to practice self-care and stress reduction. 
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J�
����� Quinoa contains
almost twice as much fiber as
most other grains which
helps to relieve constipation
and prevent heart disease by
reducing high blood pressure
and Diabetes. It makes a fine
substitute for white rice or
pasta when you’re
trying to add
more fiber and
nutrients to
your diet.
Moreover, it’s
f l a v o u r f u l ,
easy to digest,
gluten-free, and
high in protein. 

Quinoa contains
Iron that helps keep
our red blood cells healthy
and is the basis of hemoglobin
formation. It also increases
brain function because the

brain takes in about 20 per
cent of our blood oxygen. 

Quinoa is rich in magne-
sium that helps to relax blood
vessels and thereby to allevi-
ate migraines. Magnesium also
may reduce Type 2 Diabetes by
promoting healthy blood

sugar control. 
It  is also

rich in B
Vitamins,
nut r i e nt s
that help

treat age
spots and

other condi-
tions related to

skin pigmentation
by reducing the

deposits of dark melanin
in the skin. Quinoa is rich in
lysine, which is important for
tissue repair and growth. 

Scraps and bruises are
common if one has
boys. There are a few

remedies that can help
treat them. For bruis-
es my mother
always made
us eat onion
or any red
vegetable
because it
is believed
to go
straight to
the red cells
and help
r e p r o d u c e
more.  There is
only one side effect — one
smells of onion all the
time. 

Another thing that my
mother always kept in
handy were potato peels.
She would put these on the
bruises to hurry the heal-
ing. For mosquito bites,

hold half a lime over the
f lame of the gas t i l l
charred. Let it cool a bit.
Rub the charred bit over

the bite.
One natural

treatment for
acidity is chew-

ing a few tulsi
leaves after a
meal. It helps
the body
absorb food
but also pre-

vents ref lux
and the forma-

tion of ulcers.
There are a lot of

people who suffer from
acidity. Sucking a piece of
clove after a meal helps in
reducing the problem.

Boil six dates in 1/2
litre of milk for 25 minutes
over low heat. Drink three
cups a day for dry cough
remedy.

While not everything can be
treated with home remedies,

there are a few tried and test-
ed remedies that have worked

wonders. ROSHANI DEVI
shares some tips that can

come in handy
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Eat what you may like, does not stand
true in the current world shorn off

physical activities. To ensure that the
heart keeps running, you need to follow
specific rules. It does not necessarily mean
that you have to stop eating things random-
ly, but you should seek the advice of a health
expert.

Without raising an alarm, the fact is that
most of the youngsters face health issues
such as Diabetes, thyroid, or hypertension.
Most of these ailments or health problems
are related to the quality of food that they
consume. It is essential to include nutrient-
vitamin rich food in diet to increase the life-
line of a healthy heart. Usually, we ignore
the signals that our heart gives us as we rely
on old perception that heart diseases are
only limited to a certain age. On the con-
trary, the fact is that one in four deaths in
India is because of cardiovascular diseases
and stroke is responsible for more than 80
per cent of this burden. On World Heart
Day, here are a few food items that can be
helpful to keep your heart healthy.

Berries: Berries are also full of antiox-
idant polyphenols, which help to reduce
heart risks. They are a great source of fiber,
foliate, iron, calcium, Vitamin A, and
Vitamin C, and they are low in fat. You can
add berries like strawberries, blueberries,
raspberries with your everyday cereal or
yoghurt.

Nuts: A handful of nuts like almonds
and walnuts will not only be healthy for
your heart but will satisfy your hunger as
well. Walnuts and almonds have plant
omega-3 fatty acids, vitamin E, magnesium,
folate, fiber, heart-favorable monosaturat-
ed and polyunsaturated fats, and phytos-
terols. Almonds help to lower blood pres-
sure as well.

Seeds: Flaxseeds contain omega-3 fatty
acids, fiber and phytoestrogens to boost
heart health. Chea seeds also provide
omega 3, fiber and protein and can be eaten
whole. You can sprinkle it on your break-
fast cereal, on top of low-fat yoghurt, mix
into muffins, or combine into your smooth-
ies.

Green veggies: Vegetables like spinach,
brocolli, and asparagus contain Vitamin C
and E, potassium, folate, calcium, and fiber.
Spinach makes an excellent base for salads
and can be used on sandwiches in place of
lettuce. Broccoli tastes great added to
soups, mixed in with veggie dips, added to
salads, or mixed with a brown rice dish.
Asparagus makes an excellent heart-healthy
side dish. Grill or steam lightly and sprin-
kle with some balsamic vinaigrette.

Simultaneously, one should also work
on other lifestyle changes to prevent  a heart
attack. Some of the things that can help,
include controlling your blood pressure and
getting it checked regularly, keeping cho-
lesterol and triglyceride levels under con-
trol, maintaining a healthy weight, eating
a balanced diet and exercising regularly.
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In the recent campaign to counter Covid-
19, Narayan Garib Parivar Yojana has tar-
geted to distribute monthly ration kits at

home to 50000 families. Recently, Narayan
Seva Sansthan (NSS) also distributed food,
sanitisers and masks to 1000 families in
Assam flood-affected area.

In the midst of the campaign, NGO has
distributed food to over 12000 families from
Udaipur, Delhi, Bhilwara, Alwar, Pali, Noida,
Bikaner and Sirsa in various cities.

The NGO is also conducting health
screening and clothing distribution camps.
Amidst the lockdown NSS regularly undertook
food distribution operations in Haryana,
Uttarakhand and Maharashtra, where over
13,800 families  got ration kits, 1,37,000 food
packs, 68000 masks, 800 PP kits.

Prashant Agarwal, President of Narayan
Seva Sansthan said: “Monthly food distribu-
tion campaign to poor-labor families, needy
and differently abled with free equipment dis-
tribution camp, has attempted to share hap-
piness in different ways. 

Under the Narayan Garib Parivar Yojana,
free food distribution camps are being organ-
ised in many states for the needy, so that no
one who is needy starves.”

The 34-year-old seva yatra has 418750 suc-
cessful free operations of disabilities. A total
of 2,63,000 tricycles, 2,70,000 wheelchairs,
2,90,000 crutches and 3,51,000 calipers are suc-
cessfully distributed among the needy. Adding
to this, NSS also supports education of chil-
dren through free education of 200 orphans
at its Campus in Udaipur.
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Agroundbreaking interim report on a

clinical trial being conducted in
three Indian hospitals is showing that a
combination treatment of an Ayurvedic
Remedy called ‘Immunofree’ by Corival
Life Sciences, and a Nutraceutical called
‘Reginmune’ by Biogetica has shown
groundbreaking results against the pre-
sent Govt SOP of conventional meds for
coronavirus treatment.                             

The interim report shows that
patients on the natural treatment are
resolving most symptoms earlier than
those on conventional medicines.
Furthermore, numerous tests such as C
reactive protein, Procalcitonin, D Dimer
and RT-PCR for novel coronavirus are
also showing 20 to 60% better improve-
ment for the natural treatment, when
compared to conventional treatment. 

Numerous subjective endpoints such
as body pain and fatigue are also leaning

towards the natural treatment. Both
Clinician’s Global Assessment of
Symptoms and Subject’s  Global
Assessment of Symptoms clearly showed
improvements on both arms showing
more significant data in the Test group.
86.66% of patients on the natural proto-
col have tested corona negative on day 5
vs 60% of patients on the conventional
treatments. Moreover, on the 10th day
test, all patients were negative, which
could help in keeping the hospitals less
occupied. 

This CTRI approved trial is being
conducted on Moderate COVID-19 pos-
itive patients. What sets this trial apart
is the fact that it is the only time where
half the patients in the trial have been
given only natural treatment, which is
being compared against the conven-
tional treatment in use in India for
COVID-19 patients. 
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AB de Villiers turned the
clock back with his
magnificent hitting after

Aaron Finch and Devdutt
Padikkal's stroke-filled half-
centuries took Royal
Challengers Bangalore's to an
imposing 201 for 3 against
Mumbai Indians in an IPL
game despite another failure
from skipper Virat Kohli.

It was De Villiers, who
used all his might during the
death overs to smash his way
to an unbeaten 55 off 24 balls,
taking the score past 200-run
mark. His innings had four
sixes and as many boundaries
as the swift yet brutal assault of
Jasprit Bumrah (0/42 in 4
overs) will be remembered for
a long time.

Even James Pattinson
(0/51 in 4 overs) received a lot
of stick as two speed merchants
accounted for 8 off the 10 sixes
in the RCB innings. The
remaining couple were hit off
MI's most successful bowler
Trent Boult (2/34).

The last five overs pro-
duced 78 runs with Shivam
Dube scoring 27 not out off 10
balls.

While Australia’s white ball
skipper Aaron Finch scored 52
off 35 balls to get his team off
to a flying start, the extreme-
ly elegant Padikkal upped the
ante in the later half with
some delightful big hits, scor-
ing 54 off 40 balls. The duo
added 81 runs for the opening
stand.

Padikkal's innings was
studded with five boundaries
and two sixes and a good
stand of 62 runs for the third
wicket with De Villiers, who
then provided the final flour-
ish as he has been doing for
years now.

The tall upright Padikkal’s
second IPL half-ton will be
remembered specially for two
sixes off fast bowler James
Pattinson. The first was when
the left-hander rocked on the
backfoot and punched it over
mid-off and the next was a
stand and deliver straight
into the sight screen.

This was after Finch took
on the MI attack in the
Powerplay overs and attacked
both Bolt and Pattinson with
great gusto. When leg spinner
Rahul Chahar was introduced
into the attack, Finch hit him
for three boundaries as the 50
came off 31 balls. At that
point Padikkal was only on
16.

Once Finch was holed
out off a Boult slower, in
came Kohli and looked as
rusty as the last match during
his nine ball stay. MI skipper
Sharma changed Chahar's
end, it yielded result as a
delivery stopped on Kohli
and his lazy inside out lofted
shot was gleefully accepted at
extra cover by Rohit.

Once De Villiers came in,
Padikkal, changed gears as
both started attacking the
bowlers as a square cut off
Kieron Pollard brought up his
half century. 
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DP, AB take
RCB to 201/3
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U.S. Open champion
Dominic Thiem advanced

to the second round of the
French Open by beating former
U.S. Open champion Marin
Cilic 6-4, 6-3, 6-3.

The third-seeded Austrian
won his first major tournament
at Flushing Meadows two weeks
ago and is among the favorites
again at Roland Garros after los-

ing the past two finals to Rafael
Nadal.

Thiem broke the imposing
Croatian's serve six times in cool
conditions on Court Philippe
Chatrier.

Cilic led 2-0 in the third set
but Thiem reeled off the next
five games before Cilic held
again.

Thiem will next face
American qualifier Jack Sock. He
beat Reilly Opelka 6-4, 6-4, 6-3. 
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Former India fast bowler Irfan
Pathan believes Royal

Challengers Bangalore (RCB)
should avoid bowling Shivam
Dube at the death in the
upcoming matches of the

Indian Premier League (IPL).
RCB have so far played two

matches in the tournament. In the
first match, they registered a 10-
run win against SunRisers
Hyderabad (SRH) while in the
next game, the Virat Kohli-led side
suffered a crushing 97-run defeat

against Kings XI Punjab.
“Look, I think they will

get better as soon as Chris
Morris comes in. I see

Morris coming in, (Dale) Steyn
going out and they are settled.

What I don’t want from RCB is
Shivam Dube bowling the death
overs,” said Pathan while speaking
on Star Sports show Cricket
Connected ahead of RCB’s clash
against Mumbai Indians to be
played at the Dubai International
Cricket Stadium on Monday
evening.

“They have a better team,
they have better batsmen compar-
atively. They are not just depen-
dent on AB de Villiers or Virat
Kohli. This year they have Aaron
Finch as well, (Devdutt) Paddikal
started very well,” he added.

According to the former India
all-rounder, Navdeep Saini should
bowl a minimum of two overs at
the death as “he’s the guy who can
nail those yorkers as well as he can
just bluff the batsmen and bowl
bouncers at the death as well”.
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Off to the best possible start
with two wins on the trot,

a confident Delhi Capitals will
hope to keep the juggernaut
rolling when they take on the
winless Sunrisers Hyderabad in
an IPL match here on Tuesday.

Both sides have endured
contrasting campaigns so far.

Delhi head in to the game
after two morale-boosting vic-
tories. The Shreyas Iyer-led
side edged past Kings XI
Punjab in a thrilling Super
Over before thrashing Chennai
Super Kings comprehensively
to jump to the top of the points
table.

On the other hand,
Sunrisers are the only side yet
to register a win in the tourna-
ment, having lost both their
games and David Warner and
his men will be desperate to
turn things around.

In their opening encounter,
despite opener Jonny Bairstow
(61) and Manish Pandey (34)
putting Sunrisers in a winning
position in a chase of 164, the
team failed to cross the line.

Against Kolkata Knight
Riders, the middle-order failed
to fire and the team settled for
a below-par total which the
bowling unit couldn’t defend.

Wriddhiman Saha was par-
ticularly slow and would be
expected to play an innings
more suitable to the format.

For Delhi, the South
African pace duo of Kagiso
Rabada and Anrich Nortje has
looked sharp with the new
ball while spinners Axar Patel
and Amit Mishra have per-
formed splendidly in the
absence of Ravichandran
Ashwin.

Ashwin suffered an injury
in the team’s first outing and is
likely to miss the match against
Sunrisers.

“It is not a major injury, he
bowled in the nets yesterday, he

will comeback very soon. He is
being monitored by physio,
today again he will bowl at the
nets. Maximum, he might miss
one more match,” Amit Mishra
said in a pre-match presser.

In batting, the onus will be
on seniors such as Shikhar
Dhawan to lay the foundation,
and he will have the talented
Prithvi Shaw at the top of the
order for company.

Rishabh Pant and Iyer have
also looked in good nick, after
rescuing the team from a spot
of bother in the first game, the
two pitched in with valuable
runs against CSK.

Australian all-rounder
Marcus Stoinis has proved he
is handy with the willow while
Shimron Hetmyer can also
compliment the strong batting
line up.

For Sunrisers to do well,
they would need to look
beyond Warner and Bairstow.
The side must click as a batting
unit to post its first win of the
season on Tuesday.

The 2016 champions
replaced the injured Mitchell
Marsh with Afghanistan off-
spinner Mohammad Nabi,
who played a quick cameo with
the bat and also bowled an eco-
nomical spell later.

However, with the batting
unit letting them down in
both outings, Sunrisers might
consider bringing in Kane
Williamson, who has recovered
from his injury, to provide sta-
bility to the line-up. He would
be coming in place of Nabi.

Sunrisers spinners led by
Rashid Khan continue to
impress but the side is lacking
an out and out pace bowler
who can hit the deck and push
the batsman back off a good
length.

Australian fast bowler Billy
Stanlake is an option but with
only four overseas slots avail-
able, his inclusion looks
unlikely.
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Luis Suárez quickly
made an impact at

Atlético Madrid. Former
teammate Lionel Messi
was his usual impressive
self for Barcelona.

Suárez, who had his
debut Sunday with
Atlético after being told
he was not wanted by
Barcelona, scored twice
and had an assist in the
nearly 20 minutes he
played in Atlético’s 6-1
rout of Granada in the
Spanish league.

Messi, who was
forced to stay at
Barcelona after telling
the club he wanted to
leave, scored once and
helped his team beat
Villarreal 4-0 in its league
opener under new coach
Ronald Koeman. It was
Messi's first official game
with Barcelona since the
club denied his request to
leave in the offseason. He
was outspoken against
the club but had
promised to give his best
in what could be his final
season at Barcelona. 

Messi celebrated as
usual after scoring from
the penalty spot in the
35th minute at the Camp
Nou Stadium. He later
also played a role in the
own-goal by Pau Torres
before halftime, as the
Villarreal defender tried
to intercept a cross by the
Argentina great.

Messi missed a few
other chances to score in
the comfortable open-
ing win for Koeman. The
17-year-old Ansu Fati,
one of the players helping
to make up for Suárez’s
absence in attack, put
Barcelona on its way
to victory with goals in
the 15th and 19th min-
utes.
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