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UM NITIN GADKARI TESTS CORMNAING 2023 TS ASSEMBLY POUMSE SPENT 67,035 CR TO DEVELOPBABRI VERDICT ON SEPT 30, LK ADVA
POSITIVE, ISOLATES HIMSELF OUR SOLE AIM: MANICKAM TAGOREYDERABAD IN LAST 6 YRS: KTR OTHER ACCUSED TOLD TO BE PRESE

uion minister Nitin Gadkari tweeted this evening that he has tested positi
or coronavirus, which has so far infected more than 50 lakh people in th
country. Before him, at least seven union ministers, inc!
Union home minister Amit Shah, and two dozen lawmg

have contracted the disease. In the m

parliamentarians conducted before the monsoon sessig

started on Monday, 17 members of th

from the Rajya Sabha had tested positive. Mr Gadkari
tested negative at the time. His positive result came fr

test conducted in Nagpur, sources sai
attended parliament on Monday.

andatory covid tg
party could not win from Telangana,
e Lok Sabha and

d. Mr Gadkari hat
leaders and workers.

My biggest mistake
was joining politics

Farm sector bills
will boost agri
production

RBI battle ready to
support growth

Month & Paksham:

Bhadrapada & Krishna Paksha
Panchangam

Tithi : Amavasya: 04:29 pm
NakshatramPurva Phalguni: 09:48

Time to Avoid(Bad time to start
any important work
Rahukalam:01:40 pm — 03:11 pn|
Yamagandan®6:07 am — 07:38 am
Varjyam:  04:09 pm — 05:34 pm
Gulika: 09:09 am - 10:39 am
Good Timeto start any important w
Amritakalam:12:38 am — 02:03 ar;L
Abhijt Muhurtham11:46 am — 12:34 p

)

Forecest: Partly cloudy
Temp 32/25

Huidty: 76%

Suiss 06.04 am

Qs 06.17 pm

Current Weather Conditions
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KCentre on a plea challengin

Congress President Sonia Gandhi had ‘sacrificed' anot
State (Andhra Pradesh) and also a major share of se

Lok Sabha. Therefore, he reasoned,
elections in Telangana should be the sole aim of all C

ve_ur sole aim should be to win the Telangana Assembly elections in 2023

Oefeat the KCR regime," said new AICC Incharge of Telangana Manickm
agore on Wednesday. In his maiden videoconference

with Telangana Pradesh Congress Committee's senio

leaders, Tagore said that it was unfortunate that the Ci

a State for which

&%

Gﬂ: ;
v

winning the Asse

inister K T Rama Rao asserted on Wednesday that the state

e judgment in the 28-year-old case involving the demolition of the Babri

overnment had been working tirelessly to make Hyderabad "a globa Masijid -- an event that changed the country's polltlcal landscape and social
city"; and hence, the city was emerging as a world-renowned destinatioriabric -- will be delivered on September 30 by a s
Speaking in the Legislative Assembly, KTR took
shot at the Centre, saying that since the formati
Telangana, Rs 67,035.16 crore had been spent
TRS government for development of Hyderabac
“Although the central government does not fund
states in the name of the “act of God”, the KCR
government is providing monthly funding to all t
municipalities in the state," he observed.

court hearing it. Among the list of 32 accused as}
be present in court are BJP veterans LK Advani i
- Murli Manohar Joshi. Senior party leader Uma Bl
and former Rajasthan Governor Kalyan Singh ar
the list as well. Mr Advani, Joshi and Uma Bhara
key leaders of the BJP at the time, are accused ¢
conspiracy that led to the demolition of the 15th
Century mosgue in December 1992.
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HC stays SIT probe Intc

Amaravati ‘land

PNSn VIJAYAWADA

The Andhra Pradesh High
Court on Wednesday granted
a stay on the actions of the
Special Investigation Team
constituted by the state govern-
ment to conduct a comprehen-
sive probe into various irreg-
ularities, particularly the land
deals in the Amaravati capital
region, during the previous
Telugu Desam Party regime.
Justice DVV Somayajulu
passed an interim order to this
effect on two writ petitions

Government Advisor

scam’

rank IPS officer, on Februar

filed by former minister (Public Affairs) Sajjala 21 to conductacomprehensiv

Alapati Rajendra Prasad andRamakrishna Reddy terme

dinvestigation into various|

TDP general secretary Varlahe High Court orders "sur- alleged irregularities, particu

Ramaiah, challenging theprising” and "unfortunate".
legality of the SIT.

The state government said igovernment constituted theduring

would move the SupremelO-member SIT, headed by
Court against the HC orders. Deputy Inspector General

larly the land deals in the

The YS Jaganmohan Reddymaravati Capital Region

the  previous
&handrababu Naidu regime.

Tirupati MP Durgaprasad
dies of Covid in Chennai

PNSn VIJAYAWADA Gudur constituen-
cy in Nellore dis-
trict and served as
a minister once.
In 1994, he held
the Education
portfolio in the
Chandrababu
Naidu Cabinet.
He joined the

YSRCP Tirupati Lo
Sabha Member Ball
Durgaprasad Ra
passed away o
Wednesday at a ho
pital in Chennai fol-
lowing a massiv
heart attack while
undergoing treatmen YSRCP ahead o
for Covid-19. the 2019 elections
Confirming the news, and was elected to the Lo
Durgaprasad Raoes familySabha from Tirupati con-
members said that the 65-stituency.
year-old MP was recently Upon receiving the news
admitted to a private hospitalChief Minister YS
in Chennai after contracting Jaganmohan Reddy express
coronavirus. profound grief over the demise
The news sent shockwavesf Durgaprasad Rao. Thg¢
among the rank and file of theChief Minister telephoned the
YSRCP, while the family mem-MP<s son and consoled hin
bers plunged into grief. and also conveyed his heartfe
Durgaprasad Rao was electeondolences to the family
ed to the Andhra Pradeshmembers.
Assembly for the first time in  Tirupati MLA B Karunakar
1985 when he was just 28 yeaReddy said the untimely deat
old. of Durgaprasad Rao was trag
He was elected to theic.

AP Covid cases
inch towards
6 lakh mark

PNSn AMARAVATI

The two Godavari districts
East and West, continued t
witness a virulent spread d
coronavirus while most othe
districts in Andhra Pradesh
seemed to be gradually lo

state reported 8,835 freg
cases on Wednesday.

The latest Covid-19 bul
letin said 10,845 patients ha
fully recovered in 24 hours

k

while 64 more succumbed.
The statess Covid-19 tab
ednow showed a total o
2 5,92,760 positive case
2 4,97,376 recoveries and 5,1
deaths.

N The active cases cam
It down further to 90,279,
according to the bulletin.

After 48.06 lakh sampleg

tests, the infection positivity

N rate stood at 12.33 per cerj

- as against the national ave
age of 8.44 per cent.

Assembly four times from

China may ready Covid vaccine

by November, says to

PNSn BEIJING

The general population in
China may start getting acces
to locally manufactured Covid-
19 vaccines from November ol
December, according to a tof
scientist from the Chinese
Centre for Disease Controlthe CDC's chief biosafet

and Prevention (CDC). expert said that preparation

p scientist

The top scientists also talke
about the smooth progress (¢
several vaccine candidates th

are in clinical trials, the South

China Morning Post reported
on Tuesday.
°| joined the experimental
group and had a coronaviru
yshot in April," Wu said in the,
sprogramme, adding that sh

During a programme tele- are underway for some vac+elt «quite good in the past fe
cast by state broadcastecines to go into mass produc-months, nothing abnormalZ

LmCCTV this week, Wu Guizhen,tion.

ending 9 am on Wednesday,

PNSn NEW DELHI

The Chinese army fired a bar-
rage of "warning shots" in the
air at the North Bank of
Pangong lake in eastern
Ladakh last week to "intimi-
date" the Indian troops ahead
of the talks between foreign
ministers of the two countries
in Moscow, official sources
said on Wednesday.

The incident took place on
the ridgeline of Finger 4 where
the Indian Army has been sig-
nificantly increasing its deploy-
ment after occupying several
strategic peaks on the southerr
bank of the lake, they said.

The sources said a sizeabl
number of troops from the

e Chinese People's Liberation
Army (PLA) aggressively
approached towards an Indian

> position but they returned
sometime later as alert Indian
Army personnel held on to
their ground with firmness.

While going back, the
Chinese troops fired 100-200
rounds of warning shots pri-
marily to intimidate the Indian
Army personnel, they added.

The incident took place

yChinese troops fired warning shots in Ladakh

area of Rezang-La ridgeline on
the southern bank of Pangong
lake. Both sides accused each
other of firing in the air.

The Chinese troops unsuc-
cessfully attempted to close in
on the Indian position and it
was the first instance of shots
being fired at the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in 45
years.

At the Jaishankar-Wang
talks, both sides reached a
five-point consensus to resolve
the over four-month-long bor-
der standoff.

The agreement included
measures like quick disen-
gagement of troops, avoiding
action that could escalate ten-
sions, adherence to all agree-
ments and protocols on border
management and steps to
restore peace along the LAC.

In the Lok Sabha, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh on
Tuesday said the Chinese side
has mobilised a large number
of troops and armaments along
the LAC as well as in the
depth areas.

He said there are several fric-
tion areas in eastern Ladakh
including Gogra, Kongka La

Pakistan persecutes Hindus, Sikhs,
Christians, India tells HRC at Geneva

Geneva: Describing Pakistan adfalse and fabricated narratives
an epicentre of terrorism, India for its self-serving malicious
has said that no one deserves purposes. "Neither India nor
an unsolicited lecture on humanothers deserve this unsolicited
rights from Islamabad that has lecture on human rights from a

consistently persecuted its
ethnic and religious minorities
including Hindus, Sikhs and  religious minorities, is an
Christians. epicentre of terrorism, has the
Exercising the Right of Reply todistinction of providing

the statements made by pensions to individuals on UN
Pakistan at the 45th session of Sanctions list and has a Prime
the Human Rights Council Minister who proudly admits
(HRC) here, the Indian training tens of thousands of
representative on Tuesday said terrorists to fight in J&K,” the
that it has become habitual for Indian diplomat said.

Pakistan to malign India with It was not surprising that other

country that has consistently
persecuted its ethnic and

ahead of a meeting betweefhursday on the sidelines of a The first incident of firing of and North and South Banks of
External Affairs Minister S Shanghai
Jaishankar and his Chines@rganisation (SCO) conclaveevening of September 7 near an
counterpart Wang Yi lastin Moscow.

Cooperationshots was reported on thethe Pangong Lake.

Indian position in Mukhpari

h PNSn VIJAYAWADA

Even before the row over the
d burning of the Antarvedi tem-
ple chariot died down, three
lion statues that adorn the sil-
ver-plated chariot of the his-
e toric Kanaka Durga temple in
Vijayawada were found miss-
5, ing, triggering yet another
D5 political slugfest in AP.
The opposition parties

Reddy government over the

to power last year.

: Three lion statues go missing from
-Vijayawada Durga temple chariot

ering their numbers as the

e attacked the YS Jaganmohan

missing lions while Endo- mental committee was beinginspection was conducted i
> wments Minister Velampalli constituted to look into the the aftermath of the Antarved
Srinivasa Rao said the chariomatter.
was never used after they came The TDP demanded that thedent earlier this month.
Endowments Minister be

PIO pleads
guilty in

$17-million
bank fraud

PNSn WASHINGTON

sacked forthwith and the tem¢
ple executive officer be sus-
pended. BJP state president
Somu Veerraju visited the tem
ple and inspected the chario}.
He said only one of the fou
lions fixed to the chariot was
in place while the others were
missing.
Even the remaining one had
cracks on its feet, Veerraju said.
Police sources said the mis
ing of the lion statues came to

Velampalli said a depart-light three days ago when an
n

An Indian national has plead-
ed guilty to the charges of
participating in an India-
based telemarketing scheme
to try to embezzle about US
$600,000 from seven elderly
people in America.

Chirag Sachdeva, 30, has
been held since he was arrest-
ed by FBI agents on February
16 as he got off a plane in Bo-
ston after a flight from India.

He admitted to a US Dist-
rict Court Chief Judge that
he tried to misappropriate fu-

temple chariot burning inci-

PNSn HYDERABAD

The almost incessant rain ha
d affected onion production in
f Maharashtra, Karnataka anc
at Andhra Pradesh leading tc
the vegetable being sold at F
40 per kg in places like
Hyderabad.

This is double the price that
it was sold barely a month
ago.However, market source
attribute the sharp rise in price
to the drop in supplies from

Onion prices dou

neighbouring states by halfled to the Centre banningsuch time the situation ease
The spike in onion prices hasexport of the vegetable till

ds fram bank accounts of

them in the course of an In-
dia-based telemarketing
scheme, US Department of
Justice said on Tuesday.

Ccall centre operators in
India obtained personal and
banking information from
victims' computers through
remote access applications
and from the victims direct-
ly. Sachdeva admitted that he
later attempted to use the per-
sonal and banking informa-
tion to misappropriate funds
from the victims' bank
accounts, it said.

Special Marriage Act violates privacy, says plea in

look at its positive point also
During the hearing con- the bench observed.
The plea has sought strikin
encing, the bench asked coundown of Sections includin
sel appearing for the petition-6(2), 7, 8 and 10 of the Special
er, *You tell us what is the soluMarriage Act as "unjust, illegal
tion? The moment you deleteand unconstitutional”.
these, the people for whose be- sPublication of personal
nefit it was enacted will sufferdletails often might have
Counsel for petitioner chilling effect on the right to
Nandini Praveen referred tomarry. In other words, couple
the apex court's landmark ver-are asked to waive the right t
dict declaring Right to Privacy privacy to exercise the right t
as a fundamental right undermarry. This infringes the right

PNSn NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court Wedn
esday sought response from tl

the validity of some provi-
sions of the Special Marriag
Act which require two adults t
put personal details in publi
domain for scrutiny before
their wedding and they migh
have a "chilling effect" on th
fundamental right to marry
and privacy.

has claimed that some provi-right to privacy under Article

A bench headed by Chiefsions of the Special Marriage21 of the Constitution.

Justice SA Bobde agreed téct violates the fundamental

an, said.

ducted through videoconfer-

the Constitution.

erala-based law student whanarry, depriving them of their anna and V Ramasubramani-comes to know about it. But

of autonomy, dignity and the
Issue notice, the bench, also <You are saying about priva-right to marry, of various cou-
ear the petition filed by arights of couples intending to comprising Justices AS Bop<y and that the whole worldples,” the plea has said.

change In retirement
age for Central govt staff

PNSn NEW DELHI

There is no proposal to chang
the age of retirement of Cen
tral government employees
Minister of State for Personne
Jitendra Singh said on
Wednesday.

*There is no proposal togovernmentsZ he said in a
change the age of superannuwritten reply to the Lok Sabha.
ation of central government The Centre was asked
employees. The state governwhether there was a proposal
ment employees are governetb retire employees after com-
by the rules/regulations fra-pleting a maximum service
med by their respective stateperiod of 30 years.
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oing by appearances-
Gthe massing of troops

and armour on the bor-
der - an Indo-China war seems
to be nearly imminent. Of
course, there are talks
between the two sides
that have progressed
upwards from the mili-

area, Beijing pro-
posed to develop a new
port in the south-west-
ern corner of Pakistan at
tary to the foreign min- a place called Gwadar,
isters' level now. Yet, th/ PIN located on the
pervasive feeling in India POINT western end of the Arabian
now is that a conflict Sea in Baluchistan. This
cannot be avoided. It is also was nearly 200 km west of
clear that this conflict would Karachi and, as per the
be in the north of Kashmir Chinese plan, goods unloaded
region. But the million-dollar at the new port here could bée
question is: Why should Chinatransported (through new
go to war with India in this road and rail links) northward

region? What is behind thethrough Pakistan; passing oveZone (SEZ) that will lead toPakistan to China over
conflict and why in this ultimately to the Xinjiang location of some value-addedPakistan-occupied Kashmir
region?And what is the needprovince of China. After the industry in Pakistan and cre-

for a conflict now?Hereby liesport proposal languished for aation of many jobs in the
a tale. few years, the Gwadar port isegion.

WHY CHINAWANTS TO GO TO WAR WITH INDIA

(PoK) that is legally India's
land, but illegally in the con-

trol of Pakistan. Both China apprehensions that the pro-
In 2001, looking for an eas-now ready. Along with it has The road carrying waresand Pakistan know this fully posed Pakistan-China roadvarious tributaries pass down-ocating the 5G industry.

viayawada 02

Economic Corridor (CPEC)
becoming operational, Pakistan
is likely to come into the grip
of China fully.

Earlier, Pakistan was in the
armed forces. Hence, the flexis not only pristine clear, butiscamp of the US but ever since
ing of muscles by the Chinesalso seen China-watchers asiaternational terrorist Osama
beforehand to protect what ispotential resource for the Bin Laden wasfound in a loca-
called as the China PakistarChinese who are presently setion close to that of an impor-
Economic Corridor (CPEC). ting up the 5 G telecom indus-tant military office, Washington
Even more troublesome for thetry in their country. 5G has downgraded Islamabad.
Chinese, the road could be tarrequires large quantities ofThis is more so after the termi-
geted by long-range precisiorfresh water and for the Chinesenation of the Taliban operating
bombing from Aksai Chin, the region is an allurement tofrom Afghanistan. Thus,
which is a snowy height fromset up the industry for availingPakistan is in search for a
where there is a clear sight oveof the fresh water. The eastercountry to take care of its
two hundred kilometers. Aksaiside of China --in the belt interest and protect it.

Chin, under illegal occupation between Beijing and Shanghai Many analysts perceive that
of China, belongs to India; it- contains advanced manufacnow Pakistan will become a
came under the Chinese fromturing units. However, this satellite state of China. Beijing
1962. Similar firepower can bearea is highly water-deficient,also knows this and is promot-
deployed from Ladakh as wellwhich will only increase overing Pakistan to establish a new

Ladakh is the place throughtime. Therefore, the likely front that will compromise
which the river Indus and its choice of a fresh area, foindia. Nepal is also being pro-
moted as another partner.

ier way to China from the Gulf come a Special Economidrom Gwadar passes fromwell and therefore they havecan be the target of the Indianwards into Pakistan. The water With the China Pakistan How? This is another story.

Students told

to contribute

for development
of nation

VIJAYAWADAN orientation
programme was conducted for
freshers by SRM University-
AP here on Wednesday. Dr P
Sathyanarayanan, Founder,
President and Chairman, in his
opening address, highlighted
his vision of learning beyond
the classroom, fostering
wisdom and knowledge of
students through a holistic
interdisciplinary approach.
Furthermore, Prof VS Rao,
Vice-Chancellor, acquainted
students with various
processes of SRM-AP. He
informed students regarding
revolutionising plans for the
students emphasising on
research from the first
semester. He states, “Research
should be seamlessly
integrated with academic
boundaries”. He also inspired
students to realise the
excitement of science, joy in
engineering, and academic
rigour. In line with his vision,
Prof D Narayana Rao, Pro
Vice-Chancellor, emphasised
on the contribution of science
and technology that led to the
progress and superiority of
India across nations.
Furthermore, he assures
quality education to motivate
students and urges them to

PNSn VIJAYAWADA

Leader of the Opposition N

Chandrababu Naidu on

Wednesday demanded for ¢

comprehensive inquiry by the

Central Bureau of Investigation

(CBI) into attacks and encroach:-

ments at all major temples

across the State in the last 1How, even Kanakadurga templ

months. was not spared as three silv
Naidu demanded that YSlions disappeared overnight. |

Jaganmohan Reddy break hithe Chief Minister dismissed the

silence on the unchecked vanEndowments Minister and

dalism and untoward incidents. Executive Officer, the culprits

Had the Chief Minister taken responsible for the incident

prompt and stringent action would have been caught b

when the first attack took placenow. The EO did not lodge ¢

the ongoing atrocities andpolice complaint and hopeless

place, he opined.
Addressing an online confer-

to respond to the incident.

and suitable action in any offigured at Shirdi Sai Mandir in

TDP chief demands CBI pro
Into attacks on temples

n The TDP chief deplored that over 80
condemnable incidents took place at temples
the State under the present regime till date.
There was no immediate and suitable action i
any of these incidents, which has led to an
increasing rate in occurrence of similar attack
over the weeks

n The Leader of the Oppostition demanded that
YS Jaganmohan Reddy break his silence on
the unchecked vandalism and untoward
incidents. Had the Chief Minister taken promp
and stringent action when the first attack took
place, the ongoing atrocities and attacks woul

not have taken place, he opined

attacks would not have takenly wanted to wait for three daysthere were six instances ofient the ongoing attacks an
encroachments of temple landsatrocities on temples, weake
Naidu deplored that the mis- nine instances of attacks on temsections, Opposition leaders
ence, Naidu deplored that overcreants tried to pull the fourth ple properties, 11 cases of idaocial media activists and othg
80 condemnable incidents tooKion also at Durga temple butdesecration, attacks on twosections, who expressed disse
place at temples in the Statéhey could not do it and then leftpriests, death of cows at threagainst the chaotic activitie
under the present regime tillthe spot taking away the remainGosalas, burning of chariots agoing on in the state. *There
date. There was no immediateng three lions. An idol was dis-two temples and so on.

were allegations on the misug
The TDP chief advised Jagawof hundi collections at Durga

these incidents which has led ttNidamanuru on Wednesday.to stop his party's meaninglessemple. Proper auditing of hund
an increasing rate in occurrencelhe attacks on temples wereounter attacks on the TDPcollections at all temples wa
of similar attacks over the weekontinuing unabated. Till now, and make proper efforts to pre-badly requiredZ he demandeq

contribute to the development
of the nation.

Dr Jaya Prakash Narayana,
former Secretary to
Government of Andhra
Pradesh, Dr RA Mashelkar,
FRS, former Director General
CSIR and Chancellor-JIO
University, Padma Bhushan Dr
K Varaprasad Reddy,
Chairman Emeritus-Shantha
Biotech, Saritha, IPS,
Additional SP-CID, and other
dignitaries will deliver lectures
during the two week
programme.

100-year-old woman beats Co

PNSn GUWAHATI past few weeks at th
Mahendra Mohan Choudhury
A 100-year-old woman hasHospital (MMCH) here.
been discharged from a hospi- Health Minister Himanta
tal here after recovering fromBiswa Sarma said in a twee
Covid-19 on Wednesday, offi-"Steely resolve of 100-year-o
cials said. Mai Handigque is monumental.
Health officials said that With brilliant support from

Mai Handique, a boarder of adoctors at MMCH, she defeat
Guwahati-based old-ageed Coronavirus, giving us &
home, had undergone treat-lesson in having right will
ment for Coronavirus for the power.
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Mobiles stolen from moving container

PNSn VIJAYAWADA container driver. He said that thig
type of incidents took place 4
Chittoor and Kurnool districts in
recent times and this is the firg
case of thieves robbing mobile

and notepads from the moving

it
In a cinematic style, some mis-
creants stole mobile phones
from a lorry while the vehicle
was moving on the Chennai-
\ijayawada national highway-16 container.
near Guntur on Wednesday. He said that the gang o
The miscreants robbed 983miscreants came on anotheMadhya Pradesh might bg
mobiles worth Rs 82 lakh byvehicle and boarded the containinvolved in the robbery. He saig
breaking the backdoor of theer without knowledge of the con-that the container was loade
container while it was moving. tainer driver. They boarded thewith mobiles and notepads at S
Addressing the media atcontainer in different places byCity of Nellore district on
Nallapadu police station limits of breaking the back door. TheyTuesday evening. It was procee|
Guntur district on Wednesday, packed notepads, mobiles iring towards Kolkata but the
Guntur Urban SP RN Ammi the gunny bags and fled. incident took place under
Reddy said that the robbery took Ammi Reddy said that anoth- Nallapadu police station limits
place in the wee hours ofer lorry driver, who observed theOn receiving information, he
Wednesday on the NH 16 stretctrobbing of mobile phones from said they formed six teams to na
of Chilakaluripet-Guntur. The the moving container, alerted thethe culprits.
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/iRE94,095 cr to be invest

for expansion of Vizag |

PNSn VIJAYAWADA

Rs 4,095 crore will be investe
for the expansion and moderni
sation of Visakhapatnam port
during the next three years. Th
capacity of the port will be
increased from the current
126.89 million tonnes to 141.6
million tonnes by 2023.
Responding to a question raisedbtal investments of Rs 3,08
by Parimal Nathwani, industri- crore under the Design, Build
alist and x YSRCP MP, MinisterFinance, Operate & Transfe
of State for Shipping Mansukh(DBFOT) model. Amongst
Mandaviya provided the detailsthese, the largest investment
in the Rajya Sabha onRs633.11 crore, which is alrea
Wednesday. underway, is for extension of th
The minister said that the existing container terminal by
Visakhapatnam Port Trust adding 9.50 MMTA capacity.
(VPT) has developed plans with  <The other large project of R
investments from the private 581 crore is for up-gradation o
sectors in addition to the invest-the existing mechanised facilit)
ments from internal resources inin the outer harbour for iron ore|
the major thrust areas of deephandling to add a capacity g

[D&ni foresees bad days for |

PNSn VIJAYAWADA

Minister for Civil Supplies

Kodali Sri Venkateshwara Rac

(Nani) said that people taught

TDP chief N Chandrababu

Naidu a lesson by restricting
inhis party to just 23 seats an
God has jailed him naturally.

He alleged that Naidu may
think he may escape by
obtaining stays from the
courts in any case. *But he
cannot escape from people
and God. His position is hor- Nani said that he has nothe will be sent to court by the
rible and he will see the worssseen one person who earnegresent YSRCP government
days for sureZ Rs 20,000 crore by sellingnd further said that he may

Nani further stated that milk, curd and cova. This isescape using his influence by
people know who Naidu is andopenly evident that the TDP getting stays and bails but
what his father was. *With no chief has illegal accumulationwill be temporary.
property in hand he steppedof property. He is a masterin He has arranged some
into politics, joined TDP, back- making his fortune by blind- cronies in almost all the sys-
stabbed NTR, and now he saymg the lawZ alleged the mintems, including the media,
that he has earned very biister. and are supporting him for
through his Heritage milk  The minister made it clearwhatever corruption he did all
products business and claimghat in any issue if Naidussthese years and everybody
that his company is worth Rsname is involved, cases willvill be punished very soon,
20,000 croreZ also be filed against him andsaid the minister.

| or
C ?g;s Tirupati
M5 death

PNSn VIJAYAWADA
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. Stikakulam-Angul natur
. pipeline project on sche

PNSn VISAKHAPATNAM
Srikakulam-Angul natural ~ The detailed route survey fof Governor Biswa Bushan
pipeline to cater to the natthe mainline has been complet- Harichandan expressed his
ural gas requirements for theed. At present, the project is grief and sorrow at the sud-

under manufacturing and deliv
ery stage.

f ries and domestic house-going as per schedule and s den demise of Balli Durga
onsumers is progressingexpected to be completed with- Prasad Rao, YSRCP MP from
as per the schedule. in the prescribed schedule. Tirupati, while undergoing
GAIL is executing a 690-km  The target set to complete the treatment at a hospital in
long Srikakulam-Angul natur- project is July 2022. In all, 367 Chennai on Wednesday.
al gas pipeline project. It isvillages are expected to be ben- The Governor said ser-
passing through 10 districts ofefitted through the proposed vices of Balli Durga Prasad
Odisha and one district i.e;pipeline. The PNGRB has Rao, who was elected as an
Srikakulam in Andhra Pradeshauthorised five Geographical MLA from Gudur Assembly
en-route the pipeline. Areas (GAs) en-route thg constituency for four terms,
Replying to an un-starred pipeline for development ofthe and had served as the
guestion from Rajya Sabha MFCity Gas Distribution (CGD)| Minister for Primary
V Vijayasai Reddy, Minister of network. As per minimumwork| Education, will be remem-
Petroleum and Natural Gasprogramme submitted to the bered by people. He said
Dharmendra Pradhan said thePNGRB, the authorised CGD Prasad Rao became an MLA
Project Management Consultantentities have committed to pro; at a very young age of 28
(PMC) has been appointed orvide 10.59 lakh Piped Naturgl years and prayed for peace of
of January 3 this year and order foGas (PNG) domestic conneg- the departed soul. He offered
ly 247 line pipe length of 80 km hasons to households in these five his heartfelt condolences to
e been awarded and the same iBAs. the bereaved family.

AP asks NSO to explain

6

r

ening of channels and berths16.20 MMTA.

"The current capacity of VPT is  The third-largest investmen
126.89 million tonnes. With of Rs 444.10 crore is for th
the completion of ongoing mechanisation of coal handlin
capacity addition projects, thefacilities and upgradation of
capacity is projected to be 141.6&CB in OH to cater to 200,00
million tonnes by FY 2023," saidDWT vessels. Another nin
the minister. projects entailing total invest

that there are 12 projects withconnectivity and logistics.

VIJAYAWADA
BULLION RATES

Widespread rainfal

54, 03000 PNSn AMARAVATI
10 P\
The Met department has fore-
* 69, 00Qx9 cast widespread rainfall in sev-
* 500 A 4 eral places in the state over thg
next couple of days. In the past
three to four days, it has rained
CHICKEN extensively in the state, leading
RATESic to most of the water bodies fill-
ing up to the brim and over-
Dressed/With Skin 196 flowing.
Without Skin *223 "The low pressure area ovel

Telangana and adjoining south

Broiler at Fa *135 ‘
roteratraim Chhattisgarh has become les!
marked. However, the associ-
EGG ated cyclonic circulation now
RATESm
VIJAYAWADA 501 3.1 km above mean sea levahean sea level.
HYDERABAD 480 tilting southwards with height,” According to the Met

said a Met official.
VISAKHAPATNAM 502

shear zone, roughly along 1®ccur at isolated places in

(IN VIJAYAWADA)

lies over Telangana and neighsisting and is now observedcoastal Andhra, Yanam andVizianagaram
bourhood and extends up tobetween 3.6 and 5.8 km abovRayalaseema over the nex¥isakhapatnam, have wit-
four days. nessed normal rainfall so far.
department, thunderstorms canal) in West Godavari dis-forecast that a low pressure ar
As a result, an eastwardwith lightning are likely to trict is gushing with copious is likely to develop over north-

degrees north latitude is per-north coastal Andhra, southacres of land getting sub-bourhood around Sunday.

forecast across st

merged.

Several low lying areas in t
district have been submerge
with rainwater. Many places i
Eluru district headquarter
have seen flooding due to th
rainfall. In Denduluru, rain
water was seen flowin
through some paddy fields.

According to the Andhra
Pradesh State Developm
Planning Society, all the di
tricts have received excess rai

fall on average from June 1

except Srikakulam, which i
still deficient. Two districts,
and

Meanwhile, Errakaluva (RedThe Met department has als

nflows, leading to hundreds ofeast Bay of Bengal and neig

e{t NSO had carried ou

literacy survey methodolog)

PNSn AMARAVATI "l had asked the people conseport. We want to know what
cerned (NSO surveyors) toparametres the NSO has fol-
Andhra Pradesh come and discuss the survelowed," said a source. "The
Commissioner of Schoolwith me. They asked me to constate would like to contest it

Education V tactthe NSO head, which | havéecause (NSO) literacy rating is

b The minister further revealed ments of Rs 1,009 crore are for Chinaveerabhadrudu has writ-done, and am waiting to heardifferent from the Census liter-

ten to the National Statisticalfrom the organisation," he saidacy rate also done by the gov-
Office (NSO) to understand The Commissioner said thaternment of India in 2011," said
more about the intricacies of anprima facie, there appear to béhe source.
urvey after the state wasome issues with the survey and In the 2011 Census, Andhra's
orst in literacy in a cer-the report needed a re-examiliteracy rate stood at 67 per cent
ategory. while the NSO survey claimed
"Prima facie, there are the literacy rate was 64 per cent,
grounds to reexamine the pointing at a decline. "Since we
e report. | would like to get are almost 10 years from the last
into the sample methodol- Census, in any way, the liter-
ogy and questionnair acy rate should only be
to understand the repo increasing and not decreas-
better," said ing," the source pointed
Chinaveerabhadrud out.
while pointing out that According to the
it was important to source, the NSO rating is
understand how th only based on a sample
survey, unlike the census,
which touches every fami-
ly in the state. "This is only a
sample study -- its main objec-
tive is not to find out the litera-
cy rate but about the consump-
Chhattisgarh and Madhya tion patterns. So, the data, or
Pradesh in literacy rate for nation. observations of the NSO study
individuals above seven years diccording to sources, theabout literacy are tangential, or
D age. Andhra Pradesh governmenta byproduct of the research. The
pa The NSO allegedly surveyedioes not agree with the worstmain objective is not to study lit-
5,000 persons in some distiteracy billing the NSO gave toeracy. So you need not give it
n- tricts and even less in some oththe state. more importance than what is

the survey.
For 2017-18, the NS
, rated the southern stat
5 lower than Bihar, Rajasthan;
Jharkhand, Odisha,

ers to arrive at this conclusion. "No, we don't agree with thatrequired," the source added.
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AP Covid cases
inch towards
6 lakh mark

Continued from Page 1

The tests per million
increased to a record 90,01

East Godavari district,
which revealed one of the
lowest antibody levels of 14,
per cent in the Sero preva
lence study, continued to ad
its regulation 1,400 daily
cases.

It has now touched a total
of 81,064 cases, with 12,0
of them being active.

The neighbouring West

I
o.
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Political heat is rising in the state
after a series of incidents on tem-
ples across the state, while oppo-
B6 sition parties vented their ire
against the government in that
regard. BJP state president Somu
Godavari, which too had a Veeraraju visited Kanakadurga
lowest Sero prevalence of temple on Wednesday, along
12.3 per cent, added 1,051 |n with party leaders, where three
the last 24 hours, pushing its silver plated lions adorning the
overall tally to 53,571. chariot of Sri Durga Malleswara

Political heat rising In
state on temples Issue

The district currently has
8,710 active cases.

Chittoor reported nine
more Covid-19 deaths in 24 ple, have gone missing."
hours, followed by SP
Nellore seven, Guntur an

popularly known

Krishna, Srikakulam an
West Godavari saw five ne
fatalities each, according t
the bulletin.

his explanation on the issue. H& overnor

Swamyvarla Devasthanam here,
as
Indrakeeladri Kanakadurga tem-

The BJP state chief inspected
the chariot where he was briefedound that there were marks onHarichandan and gave a reprerelease all those arrested al
Prakasam six each.Kadapg, by temple Executive Officer MVthe chariot of forcibly removing sentation on various incidents onquash the cases unfairly registen
Suresh Babu about the missinghe silver plated lions by breaktemples in the state and arrests afgainst them. He appealed to the R&R works should be com-pensation to farmers hasawareness among farmers
leted, along with Chitravati been increased from Rs 6.8nd convince them that the
alancing reservoir with 10lakh to Rs 10 lakh and hecompletion of irrigation pro-
tmc feet of water. The com-instructed officials to createjects would benefit them.

silver plated lions. However,ing them.
Veeraraju was not satisfied with  The BJP chief later meton temples clearly establish thation to help the beleaguered an
Biswa Bushanthe government has been actinparassed Hindus in the state

PNSn VIJAYAWADA

The Chief Minister directed
officials to complete the irriga-
tion projects on time and to
in a vengeful manner against the focus on utilising flood water
Hindu activists with the objective
of "teaching Hindus a lesson".

He recalled that 37 person
have been arrested under nol
bailable sections and sent
judicial custody for 14 days. Eve
since their arrest on Septemb
8, the government has bee
opposing bail for them.

This oppressive attitude again
Hindus seems to be a part of t
government's appeasement pa

s in the works of Nellore

o Owk tunnel-Il, Pula
er Regulator works,
n Vansadhara-Nagavali Link

BRR Vamsadhara Projec

e ject, he said. _
I-  He conducted a revie

itics to please and placate the meeting on work in progresg
of various irrigation projects
in the state at the camy

D

Church and sections of thg
Christian community. Veerraju
requested the Governor to dire

t office here on Wednesday.
the government to forthwith

Gandikota
nd should be able to store at le

BJP activists. He said that attackSovernor for a timely interven-

a b

or Subbaiah Veligonda-Head

vijayawada

being discharged into the sea.
There should be no delay

- Barrage, Sangam Barrage,

st Stage-Il and Polavaram profLRE sl Ul RORET S EREE

been increased from Rs

03

Complete projects at a brisk
pace, Jagan directs officials

6.5 lakh to Rs

ed 23 tmc feet of water and the

10 lakh and he instructed officials to
create awareness among farmers and
convince them that the completion of

IV irrigation projects would benefit them

Special Marriage

Continued from Page 1 one's right to have control ove
writ petition is challenging her or his personal informa-

certain provisions of the tion and its accessibility, it said.

Special Marriage Act for those "Section 5 of the (Act
that violate the fundamentalrequires that a notice o
rights of the citizens underintended marriage to be give
Articles 14, 15 and 21 of theby the parties to the marriag
Constitution. The impugned to the Marriage Officer of the
provisions require the partiesdistrict where at least one g
to the marriage to publish the parties to the marriage hg
their private details, open forresided for a period of not leg
public scrutiny, before 30 dayshan 30 days immediately pre
of intended marriage Z it saidceding the date on which suc
It said the provisions alsonotice is given," it said.
allow anyone to submit objec- Section 6 mandates that a
tions to marriage and empow-such notices received shall I
er the Marriage Officer to entered in the marriage notic
inquire into such objections. book and the Marriage Office

*The requirement of notice shall publish a notice by affix}

before marriage is absent iring a copy thereof to some co
the Hindu Marriage Act and spicuous place in his office,
customary laws in Islam.said. As per Section 6(3), if th
Therefore, the said provisionparties do not permanently
is also discriminatory and reside within the jurisdiction
violative of Article 14," it said. of the officer who received th

It said one of the provisionsnotice, a copy shall be trang
required that "Marriage mitted to cause its publication
Officer shall thereupon causen the relevant marriage office
a copy thereof to be affixed tahe plea said. "Publishin
some conspicuous placedetails of notice of marriage b
which is violative of funda- the marriage officers includg
mental right to privacy and the details of the parties lik
equality. names, date of birth, age, occl

The provisions throwing pation, parents' names an

the personal information of details, address, identity infort
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the individuals open to public mation, phone number etc," i
scrutiny, seriously damagesaid.

PIO pleads

guity in.....

Continued from Page 1

Sachdeva admitted that h
contacted an acquaintanc

in Rhode Island and enlisted

him to assist in accessing arn
stealing funds from the vic+
tims' bank accounts.
According to court docu-
ments, an FBI investigatio
determined that Sachdev.
provided his acquaintance
with personal and banking
information sufficient to
enable online access into th
accounts of at least seve

age of 65. The investigatio
determined that the intend-
ed loss to these victim
totalled US $600,000, th
statement said. Sachdeva d
not know it, but his acquain-
tance in Rhode Island wal
assisting the FBI in an inveg
tigation into the fraud
scheme. Appearing on
Monday, Sachdeva pleade
guilty to seven counts of wirg
fraud, said United State
Attorney Aaron L Weisman
and Special Agent in Charg
of the FBI Boston Division

Joseph R. Bonavolontd.
n 2017 and 2016 respectivelytyphoid and dengue whenpick up waste from the hous-

Sachdeva, who has beseg
detained since his arrest,
scheduled to be sentenced ¢
December 8.
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id Programme, there were onlySciences based in Bengalursaid, *We picked villages from

n Regional Director (AP) for same period

Fall In vector-borne disease

SUMIT ONKA
n VISAKHAPATNAM

The dengue
cases have
seen a drastic
fall in Andhra
Pradesh as in
the past 5,286,
4,011, 4,925 and
3,417 cases
were reported in
2019, 2018,
2017 and 2016

Andhra Pradesh, which is
among the states with high
concentration of Covid-19
cases, heaved a sigh of relief
with the drastic fall in the vec-
tor borne diseases this pan-
demic year. People residing in
rural and tribal areas of some
districts in the state are prone
to the vector-borne diseasesAnuradha Medoju, said
For instance, Visakhapatnameslespite the pandemic, theg
Agency area reports the maxhealth department employeeq
imum number of malaria were discharging their duties
cases. as per instructions issued i
According to the case datgpre-monsoon and monsoon
maintained by the Health season. claimed.The Commissioner,
Ministryss National Vector On the other hand, TataPanchayati Raj & Rural
Borne Disease Controlinstitute of Genetics and Development, Girija Shankar,

453 dengue cases reported ihas also commended theall 13 districts. Our first step
Andhra Pradesh till July in efforts being taken in Andhrawas to create awareness ar
2020. Dengue cases see a riBeadesh to check vector-bornenake sure that people learn t
during the rainy season.diseases. segregate wet and dry wast
Despite good rain spellsinthe The AP government haswithin their homes. sWe con-
state, the cases remain low thiattributed the success to itducted meetings, spoke td
year. pilot sanitation drive, ' Manam people and successfully mad

The dengue cases have se@mana Parisubhratha'. Months5.5 lakh households follow
a drastic fall in Andhra of hard work resulted in a dras-this rule. The next step was t
Pradesh as in the past 5,286ic decline in the number of allot one sgreen ambassado
4,011, 4,925 and 3,417 casesses pertaining to vector-who was a sanitation worker
were reported in 2019, 2018borne diseases like malariaand a local from the village, tq

Speaking to The Pioneer, the&eompared to last year for thees and dispose of them at th
(June towaste processing unitsZ h
Health & Family Welfare, Dr August),the state governmentsaid.

Naidu playing Hindutva card
behind temple incidentse

Three lion
statues go
. missing......

Chinese troops ...,

Continued from Page 1 India occupied a number of]
"In response to China'sstrategic heights on the south
actions, our armed forces havern bank of Pangong lake an
also made appropriate counteistrengthened its presence i

Onion prices
double

Continued from Page 1 etable was sold for a whopping

Rs 160 at kg in Andhra
in Telangana, onion cultiva- Pradesh in the retail market
tion is mainly centred around and the price touched Rs 170
Alampur, Gadwal, Wanparti, per kg in Telangana.

Kollapur and Narayanakhed. As the area under onion
As local production is hardly cultivation during the last rabi
sufficient to meet domestichas increased phenomenally,
needs, Telangana stateéhe prices could be brought
depends on imports from under the control. During the
Maharashtra, Karnataka andlockdown, onion was sold
Kurnool in AP. between Rs 10 and 15 a kg

Last year, onion prices wenteven as prices of other vegeta-
through the roof; the veg- bles shot up.

> Tirupati MP
Durgaprasad..

€ Continued from Page 1

*He was an intellectual
r and strove for the uplift of
people. Balli Durgaprasac
Rao has left an indelible
mark on Tirupati. | offer my
e deepest condolences to h
e familyZ said Bhumana.
Srikalahasti MLA B
Madhusoodana Reddy sai
that the sudden death o
Balli Durgaprasad Rao ha
left him in shock. He wished
that Durgaprasad Raoes soul Administration Principal
may rest in peace and Secretary Praveen Prakash
expressed profound sympa- had said in an order issued
thy to his family. then.
Satyavedu MLA Koneti The SIT had since been
Adimul expressed deep shogk conducting a probe into var-

HC stays SIT
probe into
Amaravati...

Continued from Page 1

The report of a Cabinet
Sub-Committee on the "pro-
cedural, legal and financial
s irregularities and fraudu-
lent transactions concerned
with various projects,
d including the issues related
to land in the CRDA region
i will form the basis for the
SIT probe, General

PNSn VIJAYAWADA ment. TDP leaders exploited an
In the wake of the Antarvediruined the sanctity of temple
Accusing N Chandrababuincident, in an inspection and even went to the extent of

Naidu of trying to play the drive at Indrakeeladri, it wasdemolishing temples acros

eHindutva carde to divert thefound the three lion idols the State.

attention of the people from were missing from the chari- He said that the State goy-
the Amaravati land scam,ot. sFollowing the discovery, aernment was closely monitor

E ndowme nt s commiteehas been constituting the situation in temple

MinisterVellampalli Srinivas ed to investigate and actionand also taking quick actio

on Wednesday stated that havould be taken against thosen the accused.

suspected a well-planned coninvolved Z Srinivas promised, The Minister said that TDP|

spiracy by the TDP behind theadding that all measures werdeaders were intentionally cr

series of incidents taking placéveing taken for the protectionating a controversy over th
in temples across the State. of chariots in temples. issue to divert the public fro

Referring to the silver idols He also accused Naidu ofAmaravati land scam. *Naid
missing from the trying to politicise the issueis using Hindu religion to

Kanakadurga temple inwith the aim of creating bond with BJP leaders an

Vijayawada, the Minister clar- unease among the people. save himself from legal casgs

ified that the chariot was not Recalling the incidents like TDP does not have any resp

in use since the YSRCP camantrik ritual, theft of Goddess for Hindu religion, as Naidu
to power and theft of the Durga sarees and jewelleryeven performed pooja an
lions might have taken placethat took place during TDP rituals wearing shoes on mul
during the previous govern-regime, Srinivas alleged thatiple occasionsZ Srinivas said

t fully attempted to occupy attempts to change the statu

deployments in these areas t&inger 2 and Finger 3 areas i

ensure that India's securitythe region to thwart any

interests are fully protected,"Chinese actions.

he added. China has been occupying
Meanwhile, both sides arethe areas between Finger 4 ar

yet to firm up a date for the Finger 8. The mountain spurs

sixth round of Corps com- in the area is called Fingers.

mander-level talks. China has strongly objected t
Tension in eastern Ladakhindia's move. However, India

increased manifold following has maintained that the

the Galwan Valley clashes omeights are on its side of th

June 15 in which 20 IndianLAC.

Army soldiers were killed. India has also rushed in

The Chinese side too sufferecdditional troops and weapons

casualties, but it is yet to givdo the sensitive region follow-

out the details. ing China's transgressior
The situation deteriorated attempts.

.again after China unsuccess- Following China's fresh

D

Indian territory in the south- quo in the southern bank of
ern bank of Pangong lake orPangong lake, India has fur
the intervening night of ther bolstered its military pres-
. August 29 and 30. ence in the region.

h
n

d However, no police case

S

Continued from Page 1

The state government hag
ordered a CBI probe into the|
incident.

had been registered so fa
over the missing lion statues
the sources said.

The Sri Durga Malleswara|
Swamy varla Devasthanan
Executive Officer Mohan
Rao maintained that the sil-
ver-plated chariot was kept
parked inside the
Mallikarjuna
Mahamantapam for the past
18 months.

TDP MLC Budda
Venkanna alleged that the
lion statues of the chariot
were stolen and anti-socia

over Durgaprasad's death.

Sarvepalli MLA Kakani
Govardhan Reddy said th
with the demise of
Durgaprasad Rao, the distri

r has lost a great leader.

ious aspects, particularly the
land deals in Amaravati
region even as the state gov-
ernment wrote to the
Centre, seeking an investiga-
tion by the CBI.

China may ready Covid vaccine...

Continued from Page 1

ful about the efficacy and
safety of the vaccine candi-

The process of inoculationdates developed by China.
did not cause any localised "We expectthem to remain
painZ she said.At least five vaeffective for one to three years

cine candidates developed

by (but) the results will need to

China have reached the cruciabe observed for a longer time,"

phase-3 stage, while Russia

lashe said. China's military

month approved a Covid-19received approval for using a
vaccine before the completionvaccine jointly developed by its

of Phase-3 trials.

elements were running riot.

research unit and CanSino

Wu said that she was hopeBiologics Inc. in June itself.

Devotees still offer demonetised notes at Tirumala

PNSn TIRUPATI

Tirupati temple is awash with
Rs 50 crore demonetised cash
offerings, which it continued
to receive from devotees, but
could not utilise. "Though the
Central government had
demonetised Rs 1,000 and Rs
500 notes on November 8,
2016, devotees continued to
offer demonetised notes," said
a TTD official.

As a result, the temple has
received 1.8 lakh notes of Rs
1,000, amounting to Rs 18
crore, and 6.34 lakh notes of

Rs 500, amounting to Rs 31.7
crore. All the offered demon-
etised notes amounted to a
total of around Rs 50 crore.
Though replete with old cash,
Tirupati, one of the richest
temples in the world, could

not make use of it as scrappetiuge amount of delegitimisedMinister Nirmala Sitaraman to to monetise that amount.

notes, TTD had already writ-
ten to the Union Finance
Ministry and the RBI in 2017
but did not receive a
favourable response.

"As this issue is linked to thg
faith and sentiments of the
devotees, Reddy requeste
Sitaraman for a favourablg
outcome, enabling the templé
to deposit the money with the
RBI, or any other bank," the
official said. Reddy has aske
the Finance Minister for
favourable instructions in that
direction. The TTD chair-
man said that the temple coul
not stop the devotees fro
offering old notes as it i
linked with their faith and reli-
gious sentiments. TTD is
conglomeration of 12 temple
and their sub-shrines. It

h

employs 14,000 people. Spreadand told that special care He said the state has gaine&rishna

over 16.2 acres, the mai

notes have stopped being @ash, Tirumala Tirupati enable the temple to deposit "Once monetised, TTD will Tirumala temple is dedicate

legal tender for four yearsDevasthanams
already.

(TTD) the old money with the use it to fund several spiritu-to Lord Sri Venkateswara, als
Chairman YV Subba ReddyReserve Bank of India (RBl)al and welfare activities," theknown as Srinivasa, Balaji 10,56,931 people applied foemployees available with theand others participated in the

Unable to monetise thehas requested Union Financeor any other commercial oneofficial said. Regarding the oldand Venkatachalapati.

Test for Village, Ward
Secretariat posts on Sept 20

PNSn VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister YS

dJaganmohan Reddy has

brought the Village Secretariat

> system to ensure that all gov-

ernment schemes are deliv-

ered directly to the doorste

p

d of people on time, said

Minister for Panchayat Raj
Peddireddy Ramachandra

Reddy.

didate in the last year. "There
are vacancies in 14,062 Village
Secretariats and 2,166 Ward
Secretariats, we are conduct-
ing tests to fill those vacancies
where 10 lakh have down-
loaded hall tickets so far," he
said. He said that he had spo-
ken to the RTC for facilitating
transport to the candidates.
On the other hand, it is learnt
that some candidates are wor-

He held a video conferenceand the exam will commenceried that the hall tickets have

with District Collectors and from September 20. The min-not downloaded to which the
SPs on Wednesday on théster said that 14 types of testminister said that hall tickets
recruitment of Village and will be conducted and isola-will be given only to those
Ward Secretariat posts. Hetion rooms are set up forwho have the required quali-
gave a few suggestions to theandidates suffering fromfications. Panchayat Raj
authorities on the occasionCoronavirus. Principal Secretary Gopala
Dwivedi, PR
should be taken in the recruit-recognition in the country due Commissioner Girija Shankar,
ment of secretarial posts.  to the Secretariat system. Eacklunicipal Administration
He said as many asSecretariat has 12 to 14Commissioner Vijay Kumar

16,208 Ward Secretariat postsecruitment of 1.10 lakh can-video conference.
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KCR condoles
M Sudershan
Rao's demise

PNSn HYDERABAD

Chief Minister K Chandra

telangana 04

Unaware of lurking dangercovid forces early end to

many In city take off mask

PNSn HYDERABAD

Though the Covid pandem-
ic is still around, many people
in Hyderabad have taken off
their masks, unaware of the
lurking danger around them in
the form of micro-droplets.

From 100 per cent compli-
ance to the compulsory mask
rule during the lockdown and
in the subsequent period, one
now finds about 50 per cent
people in public places without

shekhar Rao has expressedmasks.

his deep shock over the
death of TRS founder

A drive around the busy
thoroughfares in this city

"A common sentiment is i
| am not personally at high ris
for Covid-19, why should |
wear a mask? It is important t
understand that the virus th

tate Assembly session

PNSn HYDERABAD

The COVID-19 pandemic
forced an early end to the
Telangana Assembly session as
both the Houses were

causes Covid-19 can be sprepdadjourned sine die on
even before symptoms appear, Wednesday, 12 days before

by such things as coughin
sneezing, or even speaking
close range," said Dr Rah
Agarwal, Senior Consultant
Internal Medicine, Medicover
Hospitals, Hyderabad.
"People should often weg
masks to protect themselve
and also to protect others fron
respiratory droplets. Thig

r
S
h

at
I

e

the scheduled time.

Both the Legislative
Assembly and Legislative
Council were originally sched-
uled to have the session till
September 28 but a sudden While adjourning the personnel and journalists test-
spurt in COVID cases amongCouncil sine die, the chairmaned positive. He reportedly con-
the staff on duty is believed tosaid the mood of the house aveyed the decision to cut short
have forced the presiding offi-large was that there is a possthe session due to fears of virus
cers to cut short the session. bility of spread of the pandem-spreading among legislators

member M Sudarshan Rao
due to cardiac arrest. The
Chief Minister has con-
veyed his condolences to
members of the bereaved
family. The Chief Minister
said Sudarshan Rao in the
initial stage of the
Telangana Statehood move-
ment had worked wonder-
fully. The CM said it was
unfortunate that Sudarshan
Rao died at a young age.
Sudarshan Rao, 62, who
contested as the TRS candi-
date from Kukatpally in
2009, died due to cardiac
arrest at AIG Hospital
Gachibowli on Wednesday.
Sudarshan Rao was under
Covid treatment for the
past several days.

protect themselves.

Citizens are seen wearinglacency or negligence.

reveals a worrying trend. Fromshopping malls and metro sta-masks, maintaining social dis-approach is important becaus
people walking on roads totions. With 800-900 new Covidtance and washing hands freef possible asymptomatic¢
motorists and from shopkeep-cases per day in July, the situguently. They describe masks$ransmissions of Covid-19
ers to the customers at eateration in Hyderabad was a mat-as the first line of defenceSocial distancing and frequent
ies, many are not at all bothter of concern. The numbersagainst the virus.
ered about face covering tchave now come down by 50 It was in April that the sanitiser, will be important in
per cent and people haveTelangana government maddimiting the spread of Covid-
Though not wearing a maskapparently became compla-wearing masks compulsory forl9 as we return to our usual
is punishable in Telanganagcent after the number of casepeople when they are out ofactivities," he said.
due to lack of strict implemen-dropped over the last onetheir house. A month later, the According to Dr E Bhavani
tation of the rule, people aremonth. Health authorities have government announced that aConsultant Microbiologist,
not taking it seriously. Evenclaimed that the situation in Rs 1,000 fine will be imposedContinental Hospitals, mask
among those wearing thethe state capital is now undeon those not complying with have become mandatory i
mask, a large number are notontrol. They, however, cau-the rule. Negligence, lack otoday's life as Covid-19 spread
covering their nose and mouth.tioned people against com-awareness and "nothing wilthrough micro droplets
happen to me" attitude are thereleased while talking an
masks at places where it is Health experts have alsaeasons for people not wearingneezing. "As we cannot mai
mandatory for entrance but atbeen cautioning people againstnasks. This is despite thdain social distance of six feet
other times, they are openlynegligence, saying unless warning by health authoritiesat all times, the only way w
flouting the rule. The compli- vaccine is found, they willthat the number of casescan stop Covid-19 spread is
ance is more in places like hoshave to continue following theamong 20-40 age group ighrough wearing masks," s
pitals, offices, supermarketsprecautions like wearingincreasing.

hand-washing or use of hand

5
h

e
said.

‘My biggest mistake was joining politics’

PNSn HYDERABAD

Tollywood actor Murali
Mohan on Wednesday said
that he repents joining the
TDP, saying that his health
deteriorated, his time was wast-
ed and that he had to divert the
funds he meant to invest in the
trust run by him for politics
instead of furthering its activ-
ities.

"It was because of these rea-
sons that | expressed my inabil-
ity to contest the 2019 electiond/undavalli Arun Kumar from

to TDP chief N ChandrababuRajahmundry in the 2009 elecpolitics as the "biggest mistakeMohan said.

Naidu and to continue in activetions but made a stunningin his career, he said that Many are of the view that h
politics," the actor-politician political comeback in 2014,Naidu convinced him to join was still involved in politics
-the party, much against hisMurali Mohan said, emphasist

said. Murali Mohan also ruledwinning from the same con

out any more part in active pol-stituency handsomely.

itics as he turned 80.
The actor had tasted defeaelectoral politics in 2019 an

at the hands of Congress MRilso quit the TDP.

He kept himself away from decade. Others made me feglast now and he wanted t

Because of his over 10-ye
stint in politics, people regard
ed him as only a politician
Murali Mohan said.

Because of his stint as TD
MP for five years, film producH
ers were afraid to approac
him, as they assumed he wou
always be in Delhi or a
Amaravati. "In spite of my|
assurance to film producer
that | would give up politics
and dedicate my time to films
no producer evinced an inter

Describing his tryst with est to approach me," Mura

wishes. "l lost so much in thaing that phase of life was h

dpolitics is disgusting,” Murali involve himself in cinema
Mohan remarked. again.

Cop tests positiv
’ after celebrating
b'day, suspende

PNSn HYDERABAD
P

A constable from Keesar
h police station, who organise
Id his birthday party agains
the instructions of his supe
riors and subsequently end
up being infected with Covid
19, was placed under suspe
, sion by Rachakonda Polic

Commissioner
i Bhagwat on Wednesday.

Shiva Kumar had celebrat-
ed his birthday with a liquo
party with his colleagues an
friends at the Tourism
Department guest house
Keesaragutta on Tuesday. He
and two other constable
tested positive later.

D

D

D

Congress condemns €
end of Assembly sess

PNSn HYDERABAD

Former Minister & ex-Leader
of Opposition Mohammed
Ali Shabbir has strongly con-
demned the early end of mon-
soon session of Assembly.
Shabbir Ali said that the
monsoon session, which
began on September 7, was
originally planned to be held
till September 28. However,
CM K Chandrashekhar Rao
forced Speaker P Srinivad egislative Assembly was (
Reddy to adjourn the sessioronly 19 days which was hel
'sine die' on Wednesday. from 5 November-29 Novem-
"KCRis ridiculing the dem- ber, 2014. "The Assembl
ocratic institutions like the functioned for only 25 days in
Legislative Assembly by reduca year in the first tenure of TR
ing its functioning to a formal- regime," he said adding thg
ity. It seems that the state gov€M KCR continued the same
ernment had convened thetrend in his second tenure an
session only to pass 12 Billsgo far only six sessions
he said and pointed out thatAssembly were held in the las
only nine sessions of Assemblywo years and the cumulativ
were held in the first term of number of working days was
CM KCR from 2014-2018 andjust 35. Of six sessions, th
the House functioned for alongest session was of just ]
total of 126 days. He said thelays (9th-22nd Septembe
longest session of Telangan2019) in the current tenure.

#CR changing colours like
1@ 'chameleon: Bandi Sanja

PNSn HYDERABAD

Bharatiya Janata Party has crit-
icised Telangana Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao for opposing the Central
proposal on power reforms
even before it was introduced
in the Parliament. The State
was reeling under severe power
crisis and lakhs of crore rupees
f was pending with electricity
d
was in bankruptcy. Central government has san

y  Addressing a press telecontioned Rs 9,000 crore wit

Government was planning t
bring similar reforms in the
power sector too, bu
Telangana CM was sendi
wrong signals in the minds
the people.

The Karimnagar MP aske
KCR why he was unable to pay
the arrears to the Discoms as
a result of the delay in pay-
ments, they were in financial
doldrums. About 18,000 vil

—+~Q

discomes as the governmentvere pending since long. Thdages in Telangana had lived jn

cdarkness and with the initiativ
hof the Central government,

ference on Wednesday fromwhich the State has paidnow the State was able to prp-

5

t

New Delhi, BJP State Presiderdrrears to the Discoms to someide uninterrupted power sup
and Karimnagar MP Bandi extent. Without having prop-

ply and CM KCR shoul

Sanjay Kumar criticized Chiefer knowledge of the Centralremind it, he said, adding that

)|
f
t

D

on the Prime Minister ing false allegations against t
Narendra Modi government's Modi government. Band

e power distribution companies the LPG distribution and ever
L0 were facing a severe financiatustomer was getting subsidi

, Crisis as the State governmentto their bank account with-
did not pay the arrears whichout any hassle. The CentraBJP chief asked.

proposal to bring reforms in Sanjay said the Modi govern-with power reforms? Ho
the power sector. He said Stateent had resolved the issues iwould he spread lies in th

Minister KCR over his remarks power reforms, KCR was mak-he was always telling and prop-

hagating lies against the Centre.
i How would the State lose johs

yAssembly that the powe
eseforms would be detrimenta
to the interests of the State, the

S

‘TS Assembly session

Assembly

Speakeric. Sukhender Reddy said aand Assembly staff on duty.

Pocharam Srinivas Reddy and.,200 people including legisla- The speaker had directed all

Council Chairman

G. tors, police, media and otherdegislators, legislature staff,

Sukhender Reddy adjournedwere attending the sessiorpolicemen, media persons cov-
the Houses sine die after comthere is general apprehensiorering the session to undergo

pleting the day's agenda.

about the spread of COVID. test again before the session .

The decision was taken after Srinivas Reddy held a meet- All of them had undergone
a member of Assembly andng with leaders of variousthe test before the session
over 50 others including political parties and discussedegan on September 7. Finance
policemen and legislature stafthe issue after it was broughMinister T. Harish Rao had
on duty reportedly tested pos-to his notice that some mem-tested positive a day before the

itive.

bers of legislature staff, policestart of the session.

concludes peaceful

PNSn HYDERABAD

Minister for Legislative Affairs
Vemula Prasanth Reddy has
said that the monsoon session
of the Telangana Legislative
Assembly and Council, which
commenced on September 7
amidst outbreak of
Coronavirus, concluded here
on Wednesday after transact-
ing important government
business. because of Covid problen.
Addressing media at theEntry of media was restricted
Assembly committee hall hereup to gallery, he said thanking
on Wednesday, he describe@veryone for their cooperatio
the eight-day session wasn conducting the sessio
peaceful and also meaningfulsmoothly.Unfortunately, some
The entire session was helaf the members tested positiv
without facing any problem for the virus. After taking
whatsoever in spite of theopinions of members into
Covid threat, he observed.consideration, the Assembl
Because of putting in placeSpeaker and chairman hay
special action plan to keep thalecided to reduce the sessic
Coronavirus at bay, the legis-duration.
lature session was held in Referring to criticism of
such a way setting an exampl®pposition that they did not
for the whole country to emu- get enough time to reflect o
late. The Minister thanked various issues, the ministgr
the Speaker of the Assemblysaid that CM spoke for abo
Chairman of the Legislativefour hours and 32 minutes
Council, government whips, while Congress and MIM
floor leaders of various polit- floor leaders spoke for over
ical parties, representatives ofive hours and four minutes.
all political outfits, the official The Congress and MIM
machiner, the police andmembers took the same tim

expressed the legislature'$ILAs to voice their opinion
inability to allow visitors on issues, he observed.

e constituencies.
n year, there was no shortage of

ly'
Urea within 6

hours of call,
says Minister

PNSn HYDERABAD

Agriculture Minister
Singireddy Niranjan Reddy
on Wednesday said urea
would be supplied within six
hours of receiving a call.

Refuting allegations leveled
by Congress MLA D Sridhar
Babu that there was shortage

e of urea in the State, the

Minister said the MLAs can
call if there was any shortage
of urea in their Assembly
"Even last

urea despite a 33.06 per cent
increase in area under culti-
vation," he said.

As many as 9.12 lakh met-
ric tonnes of urea has been
made available so far during
the present Vanakalam sea-
son and the Central govern-
ment is yet to supply more
than one lakh metric tonnes
of urea to the State. The
Minister said, had requested

)Assembly employees.Heas that consumed by 103 TRS the Central government on

several occasions to supply
urea.

4

Taking all precautionary measures, GHMC Deputy Mayor Baba Fasiuddin visits the residences of Covid pa
home isolation kits to the patients in Borabanda. The kit consists of sanitizer, fruits, masks, soaps and vitan

Preparedness for future pandemics still main focugongress demands action ag

One in three were not sufficiently prepared for the impact of Coronavirus pande

el TRS Corporator for assaulting

PNSn HYDERABAD

Intelligent automation will play
a critical role in shaping a new,
technologically-enabled, post-
pandemic future of work,
according to new research.
The study surveyed over 3,000
global senior managers and
frontline IT staff for their
thoughts on technology's
future role in a significantly
altered business landscape.
The research found that pre-
paredness for future pandemics
or similar disruptions was still
the main focus for many, with
an overwhelming majority of
respondents identifying it as a
high priority - an unsurprising
figure when you consider that
nearly one in three said they

were either totally unpreparedthat intelligent automation has businesses against disruptivéec will cause them to increasdcantly change' in the way peg
or 'not very prepared' for theemerged as one of the key tectevents. Seventy-six per cent dheir intelligent automation ple in their organization work
impact of Covid. It also found nologies used to future-proofrespondents said the pandeminvestment. Meanwhile, 74 perover the next five years.

further external shocks tha
temporarily remove peopl
from the workplace will result
in more intelligent automation
and artificial intelligence
investment, while 76 per cen
also say that unpredictabl
mass illness or self-isolatio
will drive increased busines
demand for intelligent automa-|
tion. Over half of respondents
also said they would increas
investment in Al and cloud
solutions to guard against busi
ness impact of pandemics.
More broadly, the study
found that technology will
have a profound effect on the
way we work in the future, with
86 per cent of respondent
expecting technology to 'signif

D

e
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PNSn HYDERABAD

Telangana Pradesh Congress
Committee (TPCC) Treasurer
Gudur Narayana Reddy dema
nded stern action against TRS
Corporator from Serilingam-
pally Ragam Nagender Yadav
who allegedly assaulted a
young girl in Lingampalli.
Narayana Reddy on
Wednesday, said that the rul-
ing party corporator, Nagender
Yadav, assaulted the girlassaulted her in full public
Ananya Kurikala, when sheview. This is nothing but utter

Narayana Reddy also ques-
tioned the silence of IT
Minister KT Rama Rao on the
‘rowdy-like' behaviour of TRS
corporators. "KTR Tweets
about almost everything
beneath the sky. He also plants
many fabricated stories
through his Tweets to highlight
himself as a leader who is truly
concerned about common
man.

But KTR never reacts to the
developments which exposes
the true face of TRS leaders.

objected to wrong parking bymisuse of power and wrongWhy is he not reacting to the

the corporator.
"It is clearly evident from the ly intimidated a young girl of

display of arrogance. He openvideo of TRS Corporator

Nagender Yadav attacking an

video, which has gone viral ondire consequences with crim-innocent girl? Why is he still

social video, that the TRSnal intent just because shesilent on open rowdism by the
Corporator used offensive lan-opposed a wrong doing by thdeaders of the same party
guage and threatened her usingRS corporator,” he saidwhich he heads as Working

his official position. He evendemanding action against him.

President?" he asked.
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Govt: Terror incidents
reduced in JK since

Article 370 scrapped
New Delhi:As many as 71

28.32 lakh domestic air passengers in

nation 05

Aug, 76% lower than in Aug 2019: D

PNSn NEW DELHI

civilians and 74 security
personnel were killed in terror
attacks and ceasefire violations

domestically this July, the reg
ulator had said last month.

98.5 per cent at four metro ai
ports - Bengaluru, Delhi,

by Pakistan since the
abrogation of Article 370 of the
Constitution a year ago, the
Rajya Sabha was informed on
Wednesday.

Union Minister of State for
Home G Kishan Reddy also
said that terrorist incidents
have come down since August
5, 2019 when the Article 370
was scrapped.

A total of 45 civilians and 49
security personnel were killed
due to terrorist incidents from
August 5, 2019 to September
10, 2020 in Jammu and
Kashmir and 26 civilians and
25 security personnel were
killed due to ceasefire violation
by Pakistani forces along the
border in the same period.
Prior to the abrogation of
Article 370 -- from June 29,
2018 to August 4, 2019, (total
402 days), there were 455
terror incidents in Jammu and
Kashmir while from August 5,
2019 to September 9, 2020
(402 days), there were 211
terror incidents in the Union
Territory.

A total of 28.32 lakh domestic The occupancy rate or loa
passengers travelled by air ifiactor for five out of six major
August this year, 76 per centndian airlines was between 5
lower than the correspondingand 69 per cent in August, i
period last year, aviation regu-said Wednesday.
lator  DGCA said on '"The passenger load factor i
Wednesday. the month of Aug 2020 ha
While IndiGo carried 16.82 shown some recovery due t
lakh passengers, a 59.4 per ceinicreased demand after th
share of the total domesticopening of lockdown," said
market, SpiceJet flew 3.91 lakthe Directorate General of
passengers, which is 13.8 peCivil Aviation (DGCA).
cent share of the total market, The occupancy rate in significantly impacted due tqg
the DGCA data noted. SpiceJet was 76 per cent ito the DGCA. A total of 19.84 lakh passenthe travel restrictions impose
These two airlines were fol-August, the regulator noted.  India resumed domestic pas-gers travelled domestically inin India and other countries in
lowed by Air India, AirAsia  However, the occupancy ratesenger flights on May 25 afterJune this year. Between May 26iew of the coronavirus pan
India, Vistara and GoAir at for other major airlines Vistara, a gap of two months due to theand May 31, 2.81 lakh air pasdemic. All airlines in India have tion and help farmers get bet- These bills will help farmers
2.78 lakh, 1.92 lakh, 1.42 lakindiGo, AirAsia India, GoAir coronavirus pandemic. Indian sengers had travelled domestitaken cost-cutting measures ter prices for the produce, BJRjet betters price for their pro-
and 1.33 lakh passengerand Air India stood at 68.3 perairlines are allowed to operatecally, the DGCA noted. such as pay cuts, leave withaut president J P Nadda said omluce through a transparent
respectively in August, thecent, 65.6 per cent, 64.4 pea maximum of 60 per cent of The DGCA data mentioned pay and firings of employees in Wednesday. system, Nadda said.
data showed. As many as 21.03ent, 61 per cent and 58.6 petheir pre-COVID domestic thatin August, IndiGo had the order to conserve the cas Underlining that farmers  Taking on the Congress, he
lakh people travelled by aircent, respectively, accordinglights. best on-time performance offlow. are at the core of the governsaid the party's opposition to
ment's policies, Nadda,the bills was nothing but pol-
.addressing a press conferendtcs. The BJP is doing what the

Hyderabad and Mumbai.
AirAsia India and Vistara
were at number two and thre
at these four airports with 97.
per cent and 95.9 per cent on- &
time performance, respective-

ly, the regulator said. Farm SeCtor bllIS WI”
ce\llfgéalrzgg geégelgtd;?ldcilg.- D5 bOOSt ag rl p rOd u Ctl O n !

per cent of their flights in
August, the DGCA mentioned| PNSn NEW DELHI

The aviation sector has beg

Price Assurance and Farm
Services Bill', and 'The
The three bills related to agri-Essential Commodities
culture introduced by the (Amendment) Bill' to replace
Modi government in the ordinances promulgated
Parliament will boost produc- earlier.

=

82,961 recoveries in a day, a

ock road in Gadc
‘foundation week

its foundation week from

n @CHIROLI

o)

from Maha; recovery rate 78.

PNSn NEW DELHI union territories are reporting
recovery rates of more than 7
per cent, the ministry high-
lighted.

"Maharashtra, Karnataka
Andhra Pradesh, Uttar| lawed movement, police saidhen it has been observing the
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu com{ on Wednesday. foundation week every year
pose close to 60 per cent of the The CPI(Maoist) observesduring this period.
active cases," the ministry said.

September 21 to 27.
Naxals have blocked aroad in The Maoist Communist
Maharashtra's Gadchiroli dis-Centre (MCC) and People'
trict and put up banners thereWar Group (PWG) merged t
asking people to observe théorm CPI(Maoist) on

1st phase of Census
postponed due to
pandemic: Govt

New Delhi:The first phase of

the Census operations, which
was supposed to be held from

Arecord 82,961 new COVID-
19 recoveries were reported o
Wednesday, almost a quarter
them from Maharashtra alone,
pushing the overall figures
close to 39.5 lakh and th
recovery rate to 78.53 per cen

foundation week of the out- September 21, 2004, and sinceCommerce (Promotion And have addressed its concerns.

LBJP headquarters, saidpposition party had
e farm sector bills arepromised in its manifesto,
far-sighted and will boost agri-Nadda added.
culture production. Lok Sabha passed the
When asked about the min-Essential Commodities
imum support price (MSP), (Amendment) Bill, 2020 on
the BJP leader asserted that fuesday via a voice vote.
would continue to stay. On the issue of the Akali
The government on Dal, an ally of the BJP, oppos-
Monday introduced 'The ing the bill, Nadda said, "We
Farmers' Produce Trade Andhave spoken to Akali Dal and
Facilitation) Bill', 'The Farmers Shiromani Akali Dal leader
(Empowerment and Sukhbir Badal had voted
Protection) Agreement on against the bill.

April 1 to September 30, has
been postponed due to the
coronavirus outbreak,
Parliament was informed on
Wednesday.

In a written reply to a question
in the Rajya Sabha, Union
Minister of State for Home
Nityanand Rai also said a
multiple-layered security

approach has been adopted for

the security and safety of the
Census data.

The first phase of the Census
operations (Census 2021) and
other related field activities
have been postponed due to
the outbreak of the COVID-19
pandemic, he said.

The minister said a multiple-
layered security approach has
been adopted for the security
and safety of the Census data
and the data collection will be
done on registered devices of
the enumerators appointed by
the states and UTs.

Is PM Swasth
scheme some kind
of jumla of govt?
asks SP leader

New Delhi:Sep 16 (PTI)
Samajwadi Party leader Ram
Gopal Yadav on Wednesday
asked the government from
where will it arrange Rs
65,560.98 crore for the

proposed Pradhan Mantri
Atmanirbhar Swasth Bharat

Yojana, and wondered whether

it was a kind of ‘jumla’.
Participating in a debate on a

bill related to ayurveda institute Vvisits to Pakistan duringup a non-governmental
in Rajya Sabha, Yadav said at awhich he came in contactorganisation (NGO) by the

time when the entire Health
Ministry's budget allocation
was only about Rs 65,000
crore for the 2020-21 fiscal,
how will it arrange funds for
the scheme. In the 2020-21
budget, only about Rs 65,000

crore was allocated, 35 per cent

lower than the ministry's
demand of Rs 1,17,000 crore,
he said in the Upper House.
He asked the Health Minister
to tell when the people will
benefit from the scheme.

On the opening day of the
Monsoon session, Health

Minister had said in Lok Sabha

that the government is
launching the Pradhan Mantri
Atmanirbhar Swasth Bharat

Yojana with an allocation of Rs

65,561 crore for proactively

Health Ministry data showed.
In its figures updated at 8 am

while the number of recoveredupdated at 8 am.
patients is 39,42,360.

423 recoveries); and a cumuministry said.

lative 35.5 per cent from

Pradesh (6,680) and Tamilsaid.
Nadu (5,735)

A record 82,961 patientscases in a span of 24 hou
Wednesday, the ministry saidrecovered and were dischargetfaharashtra is also leading th
the number of active case$rom home/facility isolation cases tally, followed by Andhr
stands at 9,95,933 (or 19.84 pemd hospitals in a day, accordPradesh (8,846) and Karnataka PNSn MUMBAI
cent of the total caseload )ing to the ministry's data (7,576).

With more than 20,000 ne

India's tally of COVID-19

The number of recoveredcases galloped past 50 lakhteam probing drug

It said that nearly 59 per centpatients so far exceeds that dfVednesday, just 11 days after angle in actor Susha
of the new recoveries camehe active cases by nearly fouit crossed 40 lakh, with 90,12
from five states -- 23.41 pettimes (3.96), or in absoluteinfections reported in a day.
cent from Maharashtra (19,terms by 29,46,427 cases, the The total coronavirus case
mounted to 50,20,359, whil
"The 7-day moving averagehe death toll climbed to
Andhra Pradesh (9,628 recovof the recoveries shows a con82,066 with a record 1,29
eries), Karnataka (7,406), Uttaisistent increase," the ministrypeople succumbing to the dis
ease in a span of 24 hours, the postponed, an officia
Twenty-seven states andupdated data showed.

‘Bleeding Heart' was to
replace Hurriyat Confere

PNSn SRINAGAR

After tightening of terror
funds by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA),
Pakistan had approved a pro
posal by Irfan Shafi Mir, who
was arrested along with
Deputy SP Davender Singh, t
set up a new oultfit called
'‘Bleeding Heart' as it hadNIA cracked its whip on their
realised in 2018 that Hurriyat anti-national activities in 2017
Conference, the separatisfollowing registering of a ter-
conglomerate created by ISlror funding case.
won't be able to deliver any During a visit to Pakistan in
more. 2018, Mir held an extensive
Mir, who has emerged as aliscussion with ISI officials as
‘double agent’, made frequentvell as terrorist top brass to s¢

with ISI officials as well as topname 'Bleeding Heart' which
terror leadership that hadwould replace the role of

complained that separatistHurriyat Conference, says the

groups in the Kashmir valleyNIA chargesheet filed in a des
had become defunct after thegnated court of Jammu.

h

t Anbumani Ramadoss, senio|
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Manmohan,

Seek leave

PNSn NEW DELHI

Former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and for-
mer Finance Minister P
Chidambaram are among
over a dozen Rajya Sabh
MPs who have sought lea
of absence from the curren
monsoon session on medicd
grounds, Chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu said on
Wednesday.

Besides Singh ang
Chidambaram, the others
who have sought leave @
absence include PMK leadg

¢ lawmakers

Congress leader Osc
Fernandes, A
Navaneethakrishnan o
AIADMK and YSR Congres
leader and billionaire Mukes|
Ambani's aide Parimal
Nathwani.

Schools told to observe ‘dry day
a week to prevent mosquito bre

The move is part of thesometimes gain epidemic pro
awareness campaign for schogdortions if preventive measure
The Delhi government hasstudents against vector-borneare not taken. "Prevention i
directed all schools in thediseases like dengue, malarithe best method to control an
disease. In order to control an
"The rainy season is mosprevent the outbreak, it i
which coolers, flower pots,conducive for vector-borne essential to prevent breeding of time bound manner" and i
bird pots, water containers,diseases like dengue, chikunmosquitoes and student
stagnant water and other posgunya and malaria whichshould be made aware of this

PNSn NEW DELHI

national capital to observeand chikungunya.
"dry day" once a week during

identifying gaps in dealing with sible sites be checked thorspread during this time everythe Directorate of Educatio

challenges posed by COVID-19-gyghly to prevent mosquito year. These are all mosquitdDoE) said in a letter to schoal then he would take up th
generated diseases and thgyrincipals.

like pandemics in future.

breeding.

A member of the NC

Singh Rajput's deat
case tested positive fi
coronavirus on
Wednesday followin
which questioning of
the actors former man
ager Shruti Modi wa

said.

Control Bureau (NCB) office the official said.

of one of its SIT members test- Saha will now be calle
Modi reached the Narcoticsing positive for coronavirus, later, the official said.

'NCB probe team member tests +ve No infitration

along Sino-
Indian border in
last 6 months

PNSn NEW DELHI

followed.

"Accordingly, we sen
back Shruti Modi who
had joined the investiga-
tion in the morning," he
said.

The NCB on Tuesday
asked Shruti Modi and The government on
Rajput's talent managef Wednesday said there has
Jaya Sahato join its inves- been no infiltration along
tigation to get a clear pict the Sino-Indian border in the
ture on some aspects qf last six months, while 47
the case. infiltration bids have been
reported along the Indo-Pak
border during the period.

The Union Home Ministry

So far, the apex drug la

in south Mumbai around 10 The SIT member's antigenenforcement agency has arrest- also informed the Rajya

am for questioning by the SIT.test came out positive, he saiced 18 people, includin

Sabha that 594 attempts of

But, before the probe teamadding that other members ofRajput's girlfriend actress Rhea infiltration into Jammu and

could start recording her state-the probe team will also beChakraborty and her brothe
ment, the NCB received reporttested and all protocols will beShowik Chakraborty.

Kashmir by Pakistani mili-
tants have been reported in
the last three years, of which

Centre favours
quick trial of
.Ccases against

PNSn KOLKATA
| PNSn NEW DELHI
The Centre favoured exped

tious disposal of pending
cases against former and s

Covid forces Bengali
learn Puja rituals onli

form Durga Puja rituals for
Bengalis settled
Bengalis settled in variousHowever, the coronavirus out
countries are taking online break has changed the situa- for Home G Kishan Reddy
- lessons to perform Durga Pujétion.
rituals themselves as the On being requested by sey- in Jammu and Kashmir by
t- COVID-19 outbreak has eral Bengalis settled abroad, an security forces in last three

312 were successful.

"No infiltration has been
r ed along Indo-China
b r during last six
months," Union Minister of

te for Home Nityanad Rai

d in a written response to
a question.

Replying a separate ques-
tion, Union Minister of State

there|.

said 582 terrorists were killed

ting lawmakers before the SCC forced priests from Westorganisation, Sarva Bharatiya years, while 46 terrorists
f and said these matters "must Bengal to cancel their interna-Prachya Vidya Academy, has were arrested during the

r reach their logical conclu
sion" within a time frame.
r A bench of Justices N

tional travel plans.

decided to conduct onlin
Several priests from thetraining sessions for Brahmin
state used to make annuabn September 27 and October Jammu and Kashmir from

period. As many as 76 army
personnel were also killed in

Ramana, Surya Kanta and journeys to countries from the 4, its founder Jayanta Kushari 2018 till September 8 this

Hrishikesh Roy was told b
Solicitor General Tusha

United States to Japan to persaid on Wednesday.

year, he said.

Mehta, appearing for the

cee et CLIStOMS Selzed goods worth

made for speedy disposal

case by senior advocate Vijj R 1 10
r pointed as am|- S Cr
’ﬁ@ the matter.
enta sald that if proceedt PNSn GUWAHATI

pf
y

court, then th
top court may direct the it t

bound manner.

He told the bench tha
these cases "must reach their cial said on Wednesday.
logical conclusion within

proceeding with the matte

chamber FICCI,

issue at another level.

decide the matter in a tim¢ North East since the COVID-of Assam's Food, Civil
19 pandemic hit the country Supplies and ConsumerChairman Anil Rajput said,
and the region, a senior offi-Affairs Department, said:"The enforcement officials
"The criminals indulging in have relentlessly pursued the
Addressing a webinar onsmuggling and counterfeiting smugglers and counterfeiters
'‘Combating Counterfeiting activities are promoting in the North East and over
any central agency is nat and Smuggling during the crime and economic instabil-the last few months, seized
COVID-19 pandemic and ity, and the consumers arecontraband and illicit ciga-
despite there being no stay beyond' organized by industrybearing the brunt of it."

In NE during Covid

(North East) G M Kamei saidand systematic manner with
i y of these cases their officials are conducting concerted efforts from all
g%ﬁﬂmakers are stayed The customs sleuths haveaids in coordination with central and state enforce-
e seized various goods worth Rether departments.

110 crore in 710 operations in Debajyoti Dutta, Secretaryparamilitary forces, he added.

ment agencies along with the

FICCI CASCADE

rettes, liquor, drugs, curren-
The menace of illicit trade cy, consumer goods and oth-

Commissioner of Customsis to be dealt in a dedicateders.”

arrested for attack

Centre approved anti-viral medicines to treat patients: S

Justice S A Bobde and Justict
A S Bopanna and V
The Supreme Court said therecRamasubramanian referred tc
was an approval by the Centrathe New Drugs and Clinical
government on use ofTrials Rules, 2018 and saif
Remdesivir and Fabiparivir asthese medicines have bee
medicines to treat COVID-19. permitted by the government
The top court was hearing afor using in treatment of novel
plea seeking registration of arcoronavirus patients.
FIR by the CBI against ten "You have not noticed this
Indian pharmaceutical firms rule (New Drugs and Clinical
for manufacturing and selling Trials Rules) and filed this
these two medicines for treat-petition. We are adjourning
ing Covid patients allegedlythis matter, you see the rule!
without valid licences. and then come back," the
Remdesivir and Favipiravir bench told lawyer M Sharma

PNSn NEW DELHI

"That respondent no.3to 10 The PIL said that these med-

are Indian pharmaceuticalicines have not been certifie
company who have signedas medicines for Covid-19 til
partnership agreements withdate by any country.
foreign companies that are "They are under trial and n
Gilead Science Inc -USA andcountry, including India, have
Fujifilm Japan, to manufactureissued licence to manufactur
and sale impugned drug,and sale them in the country...
Remdesivir and Avaginit said.
(Favipiravir) in India. Without ~ The companies are manufag-
having a licence, the are manturing and selling them at ver
ufacturing and selling high rates in India and peopl
impugned drugs as a medicinare paying that "due to the fear
for corona in India," the PIL of COVID-19 infection" and
alleged. are dying, it said.

Sharma has sought prosecu- More than 300 doctors hav

are antiviral drugs and theirwho has filed the PIL. Remdesivir and Fabiparivir". sold for treating COVID-19 tion of the Indian companies died in hospitals where thes

efficacy in treating COVID-19  Adjourning the hearing by  Seeking CBI probe, Sharmgatients without any valid for offences of cheating andtwo medicines have been sup- be with the family.

patients have been a matter divo weeks, the bench saidhad filed the PIL alleging thatlicences from the Centralcriminal conspiracy besidesplied and it amounted to
debate among medical experts'There is approval by thethese two medicines have beebrugs Standard Control under the provisions of the"exploitation of public" due to
A bench comprising Chief Government of India for wrongly manufactured and Organisation. Drug Act, 1940. the fear of death.

on Raina's relatives

of August 19 and 20.

Eleven other accused are yet
The Punjab Police onto be arrested, Director
Wednesday said three memGeneral of Police Dinkar
bers of a gang have beefupta said her.
arrested in connection with Raina's uncle, Ashok
the attack on former cricketer Kumar, a contractor, had died
Suresh Raina's relatives imn the spot, while Kumar's
which his uncle and a cousinson, Kaushal, succumbed to
were killed. injuries on August 31.

Those arrested are members Kumar's wife, Asha Rani, is
of an inter-state gang of rob-in hospital in a critical condi-
ber-criminals, they added. tion. Two others injured in the

Raina, meanwhile, arrivedattack had been discharged.
in Pathankot during the day to  The cricketer had described
the attack as "beyond horrible"

The attack had taken placeand had urged Punjab Chief
in Pathankot's Tharyal vil- Minister Amarinder Singh to
lage on the intervening nightlook into this incident.

PNSn CHANDIGARH
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akrenews mapwar | Tagchers too must learn

India at SCO. Is China behind this adventurism?
pkistan is playing a dangerous geo-political gaut

eediing India from the other end as chinas sek 1€ NEP expects every teacher to develop a comprehensive perspe
State, without realising that all of it could . .. . .
boomerang on itself. Having failed to internationalise on ||fe and ||V|ng and fO”OW an appl|Cat|On'based mOdU|e
the Kashmir issue despite the abrogation of Article 370,
it has now taken its territorial aggression to red
ing its maps and appropriating what it fancifully |
is owed to it. So in August it released a new map, i
porating Kashmir, parts of Ladakh and Junaga
Guijarat. India had rightly called this vacuous anc
lateral declaration, which is not backed by any ¢
ible reasoning, support groups, historical reasc
or legal validity, as a “political absurdity.” So Pakistan, inlegfichiee its claims,

circulated this map at a virtual meeting of the national sbdsoity af Shanghai JS RAJPUT
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) member countries, despitsiiesteRissance.

India rightly walked out of the meeting, saying Pakistan/®fameSCO norms, r over six decadgs, Onihas
which mandated that no bilateral issue would be discussed anddheateignty nt%ﬁg Vgﬁ,'}giﬁgn ;9 ﬁhea
and territorial integrity of member-states would be respectessi@afiadrarChina national resolve to imple-
axis dominates the SCO, which, as a counterweight to the USddgATiGathas ment a policy. This rare

emerged as one of the largest trans-regional internatidsatiorgaaccounting fonﬁgmgﬁgn %%ﬁgy E,?,Etg)e Zggg?ﬁle

almost 44 per cent of the world population, stretching from the Arcte tDeeaebident of India addresses the
Indian Ocean and from the Pacific Ocean to the Baltic Sea. Chinptés issei nation, the Prime Minister address-

. . . . o L. s twice within a week, the Union
in its global domination against the US and while it hastisudiebietrapped Centrgt | | -aion Minister and his team

Asian republics and other regional players to do its biddin@gttis migutralise seem busy 24X7, conducting and
Russia by becoming its biggest investor and is now needlingnsidizxir@othat guiding national-level webinars on

C . T s pecific topics that would require
India is intransigent on yielding to China’s terms on #tedtaddoff, regardless ., "iiatives and action at the

of the meetings of the Foreign and Defence Ministers of bsthmiugosidelinesimplementation stage.«t evident
of the SCO, it just wanted to embarrass India, making it lookdiepar™at a that the nation has realised that for

i P i ; ; ; equitable growth, progress and
public forum. And for this it used its proxy, Pakistan. China besratsging to development, it has to be seducafion,

convince Russia to scale down its defence deals with India fleidawirater stand- education, and educationZ India is
off and the map fiasco, which undoubtedly has left Moscow red-fabedt stasray- now determined to create a pool of

P i : ; i~teachers who would not only be
arming it as well. True, Russia is pragmatic enough about keephigaband Indial dogree-holders but possess «person-

on its side to establish its relevance in a multi-polar world énoteivelia to countejiies? These would be people
Chinese heft. But China certainly doesn’t want India, which has \weopdintsvrimbued with a comprehensive
at international fora for being decorous and respecting travuteprivail at Scdggg;?'gggg‘gg and muli-dimen-
In fact, it wa§ what Pakls_tan For_elgn Minister Shah Mehmood_a@Uresl?nﬂy In fact, the new approach toty of TEls is achievable. Theeacher preparations institutionsschools would require TElshave to grasp its essence._lt is
that shows this cartographic offensive to be a part of a lamangatterjust Pakistan'seacher preparation would expecNational Council for Teacher and universities would emergeabsorbing them in their own cur- slearning the treasure withinZ It
independent move. “The new map shows Kashmir shares a clear border’WitW?Yli'”_StrUCtor to develop a comEducation (NCTE) had, during The responsibility of teachers aticula. Those who know theis the perfection within that the

I indicati hat like N L thi d b il hinalsPrenensive perspective on life and998-99, successfully exerciseslery stage would grow multi-story of Richard Feynman wouldchild is discovering, and teachers
a clear indication that like Nepal, this attempt to redraw bousdages @aChina'sjiing They would internalise thethis authority, and certain well- fold as autonomy would be thefind it much easier o visualise itare assisting, supporting, guiding,
behest and underlines our eastern neighbour’s desire for sirgediciodhe regionhigher goals of education. Theknown but sub-standard teacheiin-thing. great transformative and inspir-and much more.
than Pakistan's any real concern for Kashmir. While India is ffimesenvin: 18, LElee e, oo R o et ecwerious. general recommencawihole, Twould b6 possile onbihat the +mind must b6 conaul
drawal from eastern Ladakh that se_ems to have d”V_en _"",W?dgee@ehq’j’lan Ratah.And as was the ancient tra-cators accepi this responsibilitytions in the policy, one finds seri-when the promises to ensure thed in its growthZ he is emphasis-
to control the Karakoram by squeezing us with salami-slicing;sRakistelaims dition, they would be life-long they could transform the entire ous concern for drastic change irassured recruitment process arang how pertinent it is to eknow
are clearly iniended to warn us of a two-front offensive. Paieatatgisip the Line s, YR B o el pedagoty; and e need thnces. on. the. professionalhsion of these basic prncples et

; : . viprah.ltis, i , arevoluti i Y, i i ic princi
of Control (LOC,)' having moved almost 20,000 soldiers receptly tcnr’raaﬁohdbloy- ary recommendation that by 203Gducation arise from the expecachieve an attitudinal transforma-acceptable teacher-student ratidvas led to the restricting of the
ment on the Line of Actual Control (LAC). Its ceasefire \amldtinfisration bidsall teachers would be prepared itations and aspirations of thetion among aspiring teachers. lis implemented without any school education system to
have gone up by about 60 per cent this year, something which didet@apfier multi-faculty colleges and universi-young. But somewhere besides now learning, learning andaberrations. One must not ignore5+3+3+4. The most significant
the Bglakot aFi)rsgll’ikes If recznt reports a)r/e to be believegd tineserar€ho lon erties through four-year integratedthese is also the hidden pain anchore learning. Examinations considerable dilution in the qual-is the addition of initial three
. o P . . ’ o g programmes. As one goes throughnguish which was recorded .shall no more be days of nationity of education and decline in theyears, after the age of 3. India

shadow-boxing. Just like in Nepal, their officials have haxlad ser@dings with the various sections of the NEP, thiwith a heavy heart ... by late Justiside anxiety and widespreadacceptability and credibility of would need very specialised
their Pakistani counterparts in Gilgit-Baltistan and haidirmptresn clandestine€xpectation becomes evident tdS Verma: A majority of stand-tension. The focus of assesschools funded by the public. Theeachers for this age group.

; ; ; g S : everyone. alone TElIs ... over 10,000 in nunment in schools shifts to applicapolicy realises this. A couple of years ago, India
ly to revive old terror .”et.""o”‘s agalns_t India. Debt-trapped Wm@b’"‘ Economic” The objective of achievingber ... are not even attemptingion of knowledge gained and  The ancient Indian tradition had anticipated the importance
Corridor (CPEC), with its economy in the doldrums and headintiepéorrow- scharyatwavould require a strong serious teacher education but arenternalised. of knowledge quest spreads ovesf open and distance learning.
ings and bailouts, Pakistan is but a pawn in China’s gameplan. support system that must emergessentially selling degrees for a The present pattern of exam-four stagesadhyayan, manan, That experience comes very

gYet Pakistan Prime Minister Imrarr)1 Khan forgets tgat Surzzhs.nnilﬁﬂdalbéget from the establishment and societypriceZ One could mention it onlyinations was transplanted in thischintanandupayogAnd its rel- handy as the global attention
. . . . . . There are clear indications to ensuraith immense pain, as the firstcountry by alien rulers. It hadevance is eternal. It is the essendéverts to online learning.
unilateralism from the Indian side as well. And hurt its.ifiteeasésv map is Noth+hat: «In order to improve and chairperson of the NCTE said been discarded in Britain muchof the process of transfer ofCreation of digital platforms and
ing but an adventurist version of its 1947-48 map and in one blow smytiesréach the levels of integrity and crecthat all these 10,000 institutionsearlier but we still adhere to it inknowledge to generations aheade-content had already begun in
all bilateral agreements that came after it, primarily the 1972 SeingatAtjichan ibility required to restore the pres-selling degrees were certified bindia. Teachers, and teacher ediEvery teacher, henceforth, wouldull swing and has come handy
. h . . . . tige of the teaching profession, theenior teachers, teacher educaators, have a tremendous taske expected to comprehend theluring the corona crisis, as chil-
wants to negate the UnderStan.dmg that bllater_al d|5pUte$denbh@tera”yi ISregulatory system shall be empowtors, professors and other acadahead in implementing curricu- essence of Indian philosophy ofiren are confined to their homes.
he also prepared for the negation of all other bilateral treatiesagaraing water-ered to take stringent action againggmics. The policy has done itdum load reduction, to ensureeducation that finds reflection The pedagogy is undergoing
sharing? And if he has taken the liberty of depicting tenideriéisdian control aﬁub-standard and dysfunctionalpart, no more stand-alone col-that textbooks and textual mate-throughout this policy. unprecedented change, teachers
Paki . . hen h Id h h lid larfcbotai ide? eacher Education Institutionsleges. Now it is the responsibilitials are neither deficient on  Let me recall three sen-associated with schools will have
akistani territory, then how would he counter other valid larftbateir side? (1gs) that do not meet the basidy of teachers, teacher educatorsew knowledge nor too over-tences of Sri Aurobindo; firstto gear up to learn new skills.
In that sense, Pakistan’s latest offensive is nothind plagiihg with fire. Realisingducational criterion, after givingand professionals in the field tdoaded with obsolesce content.being that the process musiVhile tools and techniques shall
that the US is now more an ally of India and is humouring it,iPalkisterately one year for the remedy of breachensure that in future regulatory ~ Teaching and learning shallbegin with «from near, to farZ;change ... sometimes beyond
. . z. L es. By 2030, only educationallynechanisms are not trivialised.become more interactive, andand hence the mother tonguerecognition ... the pedagogical
coc_)ptlng the Kashmir issue under the banne_r of pan-lslgmlsmySMImgﬁTurkey, sound, multi-disciplinary and inte- This policy suggests alternamuch would transpire outside themedium and other aspects. Higrinciples would remain the
which wants to be a leader of the neo-Islamic world, in its criticisramd sekk- grated teacher education_pro-ive regulatory structures, whichclosed classroom. Skill developsecond principle was that snoth-same.
ing Chinese endorsement. Only Pakistan doesn’t realisKadbhitr strategy isglr)aml;nes ?hallt be ir}hforceﬁ_t')l_'lhiwgulﬁ Eratmsformlthg_mar?_ner in rr?en(t:| andt_bringling in ;/ocati?n-_ inlg r(t:an 2e t_%ughtt% EVﬁry a(;]tiv"e, ducat (T hedwrite_r IWorrlfs in
still not quite exportable. And that China, while using itforgpest! continue tooPiective of restoring the credibili-which future multi-disciplinary al education elements early irelert and vibrant teacher shall education and social co esion)

engage with India for geo-strategic reasons.
: SOUNDBITE
| call on the Palestinian i Security Council reform : We will be taking action to : If J&K UT government is of
leadership to recognise i is very important, not :counter the unjust tariffs put on the view that it has no concern

reality and show responsi- :only for the member : Canadian aluminum by the ¢ and duty for the feelings of
! i i i i bility as did the UAE lead- : states but also to the : United States. We will always be ¢ Kashmir's masses, then it
There S prOOf Of llfe In the un“ke“eSt Of planets, also ers, by returning to negoti- ¢ United Nations as : there to defend Canadian work- i must take that position,
knOWn for belng one Of the |eaSt explored ating table. a whole. ers, defend our aluminum sector. categorically.
years, the search for extraterrestrial life insidisraeli Minister : Turkish diplomat : Canadian PM © Former Union Minister
lar system has always concentrated on the “E(aabi Ashkenazi i —Volkan Bozkir + —Justin Trudeau ¢ —Saifuddin Soz
planet Mars. That is because Mars is similarin size

to Earth. There is now clear evidence that there was once LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

water on its surface and most importantly, like Earth,

itis also in the so-called “habitable” zone, close engggllical education eggs have doubled. Even fruits
. . ’ > A i
to its star for enough radiation but not so much that life MPLADS should be permane ntly scrappe dgrgl iﬁ%&iﬁ:ﬁ,ﬂé}ﬁggﬁﬁgﬁ
wouldn't take off. Mars is, therefore, considered to @ther The Tamil Nadu n the wake of the Coronavirus outbreak, the of July by 0.04 per cent, it is still
have life or to have once harboured life and Capabﬁ,sgmbly has unanimously I Government has decided to reallocate the funds higher than the upper limit of the
: " ed a Bill to provide 7.5 pe I from the Members of Parliament Local Area RBIss comfort level of six per cent
supporting a human expedition. As a resu'_t’ We ar%éﬁﬁhorizontal reservation in| Development Scheme (MPLADS). Amounting to for the fifth consecutive month.
stantly sending probes to Mars and even to its tiny M@@@agsal admissions for Stat¢ crore a year per Member of Parliament (MP), the The data is not at all encourag-
Probes that circle the planet as well as robotic velicegsnment students who clea money will now be allocated by the Centre for relief ing.
; the National Eligibility cum | packages. Rather than just suspending the scheme, CK Ramanathan
that have roamed its surface. We actually have a greater graspiauiettut blars Entrance Test (NEET). The it should be permanently scrapped. Ghaziabad

than we do of the bottom of our oceans. Even now, the aim for mamkirebliaotll provisions of the new law aré  The Public Accounts Committee (PAC) of the

reel life, is to make Mars the first step on our eventual vogegiars th apglicable to al|d_90\|/ercljﬂmen|1 Parliament and Planning Commission termed A proud moment
; ; EW nd private medical, dental| MPLADS useless and as encouraging corruption.
Venu_s, thg second rock from the S_u n,1s, however,.glven asan ex Wﬁndian medicine and homeopa+ A sting operation caught few parliamentarians Sir ,, India got elected as
al warming will take us. A planet benign on the outside but onenytpeobe\sent thy streams. The reservatior accepting bribes to approve schemes to be Member of the UN Commission
since the start of space exploration has been dissolved imesafchmsphere or friedvill benefit 300 underprivi- | funded through MPLADS. The then Lok Sabha on the Status of Women, the

by the extreme heat that the greenhouse effect has causedgEﬂwﬂmaietVeneréege‘j scholars annually an( Speaker Somnath Chaterjee had argued foavin Chawla were generously funded |by principal global body focussed
will be implemented from this| scrapping the scheme. Many members pfrliamentarians cutting across party-lines from on gender equality and women

programme did land severa! probes on Venus and many survivedsatfesvenovas year onwards. Parliament and the Legislative Assembly hawPLADS. Already, the Bihar government has empowerment, beating China in

a succession of lens cap failures. As a result, Venus is one bve#tpidiest planets Amit Singh Kushwaha | been over-generous by funding their favourisolished such a programme. All such suggested a hotly-contested election. India

of the solar system, lacking the romanticism of Mars and the §iamitenand Saturn Madhya Pradesh| organisations through this scheme even thougéforms should be implemented both at the garnered 38 votes of the 54 bal-
. ! [ . . . N’ such funding may have had nothing to do witbentre and in States. lots cast.

which have both seen b||||on—doIIa( spacecraft visit T[hem !rdt?ma_dastﬁ(et, the dis- o arrest warrant public welfare. It may be recalled that trusts Madhu Agrawal India and Afghanistan will join

covery of phosphine in the Venusian atmosphere is an jprioispaog because thel floated by the then Chief Election Commissioner Chandni Chowk|  Argentina, Austria, Dominican

only way for this gas, with three hydrogen molecules attachecbpboeystmole- Republic, Israel, Latvia, Nigeria,

. . . . Sir , The Uttar Pradesh Turkey and Zambia, which were
cule, to occur naturally is as a byproduct of biological processes. \&atheed G oyarmment has issued a notiwarrant, the force can Prove|nflation a concern to 8.6 per cent. The sub categeelected by acclamation, to the
made industrially by man, that isn't clearly a possibility oS&dmage we been barkfication for setting up a Specialuiseful in apprehending crimi- ry of petrol and diesel for vehi-Commission on the Status of
ing up the wrong tree for decades? After all, as the old adage gaesfrtelars S’?/glrjlrirt)e/s';%rr?seib(iﬁt?f()).f Iitmvglcl)rbmd?;?él-;hesgzirccehr Ct?lr;? lsploeiggnn?-sir Inflation is primarily dri ?rh?)sbilaégdatce(!gm? ?(?r 21?3&?1335%‘[%%?\7:& fg(r)ﬁ ;glérgggsr Eﬁ:?g is
and Women are from Venus” and as \_Ne all know, women have all thmaybwe%nt Government buildings, property and house. However,ver;’ by food prices, whichper cent of transport and com-a proud moment for us indeed.
some strange process creates phosphine on Venus that we are umawarshwidd industrial establishments, majorthe  possibility of this power account for 39 per cent of themunication charges, which have Vihaan Gupta

send a probe or two to the planet we never thought could harbour life kBoivassiigs, airports, metros and othebeing exploited by the author-Consumer Price Index (CPI)been growing in double digits in Ujjain

; S G important places, Empoweredities cannot be ruled out. basket, and a sharp spiral iRduly and August. Prices of basi
from Earth herself, life can survive in some really extremescdimtitiome thOl"gh’to make «arrestsZ and conduct ~ Bhupendra Singh Ranga prices of transport and commu-food items such as pulses, vegetSend your feadback to:

let us make sure that the lens caps work. ssearchesZ without any prior Haryana nication services, which amountbles, edible oil, meat, fish andetterstopioneer@gmail.com
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Mltlgate data POINTCOUNTER POINT

- - WE WANT TO WORK WITH YOU TO REALLY REC IT WILL ALL START GETTING COOLER SOON,
INTrUSION WOITIES | e CHANGE IN CLIVATE AND WHAT IT MEANS F. YOU JUST WATCH. | DON'T THINK
Instead of thinking of security as a prevention tool FORESTS. WE CAN'T BURY OUR HEAD IN THE SCIENCE KNOWS, ACTUALLY
firms must incorporate it into product design from the —CALIFORNIA SECRETARY FOR NATURAL RES( —US PRESIDENT
start so that the architect systems are impenetrable WADE CROWFOCS DONALD TRUMP
RIPU BAJWA If impersonating was Jessica Krug’'s way of legitimising herself as an academic, mobilising

ed rate by the second and where organisations are quickly becom-
ing data-first, one thing has become crystal clear. That the “this
is good enough” approach by businesses, across the globe and
in India, is no more acceptable when it comes to safeguarding
the most precious capital, i.e. data, from an external intrusion. Ever
since businesses have become increasingly dependent on their
data to fuel innovation, drive new revenue streams and so on,
Information Technology decision-makers have not just been eval-
uating their current data protection preparedness but have also been
ramping up their investments in this regard.
However, over the past few months, since organisations have
been fixated on quickly transitioning towards remote working due JYOTIRMAYATRIPATHY
to the Coronavirus pandemic, they might have missed out on some- :
thing vital that they should have been focussing on arfothat iq—he recent confession of Professor Jessica
d

I'”“e“ewdig“a'efa'Whefedataisg“’wingata” wprecedent—— the disenfranchised and then representing them as perpetual victims is another

threats that come along with this work culture. As a result, the wolld Krug about her true identity may have out-

and India with it, has been witnessing a steady uptick in¢be instanl  raged many. However, it offers an opportuni-
of cyber attacks. ty to re-evaluate what academics given to conscious-

For example, as per a recent report, India witnessed a 37§33 Taising often do. Krug, a historian teaching
cent increase in cyber attacks in the first quarter of this ye ?%?I?tg (;“f’ntcg%%t ?ﬁ;r%ﬁggi]?gvbogogﬁlgfwgfe
compared to the last quarter of 2019. The data also show fhal " 2ng hag nothing to do with African-

India now ranks 27th globally in the number of web-threats def@gkrican Blackness, something which she had been

ed in the first quarter of this year as compared to when it ragi@ghing for a long time. She regretted that her action

on the 32nd position globally in the fourth quarter of 2019. Ingig «the very epitome of violence, of thievery and

also ranks 11th worldwide in the number of attacks causedhjyropriation, of the myriad ways in which non- “

servers that were hosted in the country, which accounts Btaick people continue to use and abuse Black iden- '

22,99,682 incidents in the first quarter of this year as compdit&$ and culturesZ In the same breath, Krug declared

to 8,54,782 incidents detected in the fourth quarter of 2019, dBgishe is no culture vulture but a culture leech..HeKRUG CONVERTE

the Kaspersky Security Network report. actions though have proved otherwise. Prior to:her THE BLACK
Another report claims that data of over 21,000 Indian studéind of herself in the blog, Krug had used a more  EXPERIENCE Tt

. . ; ican-sounding name (Jessica La Bombalera) 80\ E BARE CODE
including their Aadhaar cards, phot_os and so on, have_ beerpI tivist avatar, and during a demonstration ha DEFINING g& CI
on sale on the Dark Web. Another instance of data being | ioned the gentrification of New York by call- :

on the Dark Web came to light in June, with a massive data geghout the White New YorkersZ for having failed AUTHENTICITY
et — nearly 100 gigabytes in size — being put up for sale. Fpare a thought for Black and Brown New Yorkers, ANGRY, VIOLENT,
data comprises scanned identity documents of over one Mehdont know what prompted her to come out:as ABUSIVE. THAT 1$an a frozen identity, thus creating a pathef Black history is not possible while beingdgment section of her bodkugitive
Indians, including passports, PAN cards, Aadhaar cards, votéMie though it is said that there were increasing WHAT SHE WASuay for becoming someone else, dnhite. She also pandered to those radvodernities she thanked her «ancestors,
and driver’s licences. Thus, given the rising data security cond@ttigurs about her identity that forced her to do DOING WHILEbelonglng without believing. That waycal elements who believe that genuingnknown, unnamed, who bled life into a
and incidents, chief technology officers (CTOs) need to looR%or _ APPEARING ASvhat Krug did was chic because she wasderstanding of the other is possible onffuture they had no reason to believe could
a holistic approach towards data protection and management. N VU' he knowledge marke®©On the face of it, aS|Et- JESSICA L/E!\maklng herself a trans-individual. But weéby denying oness own authenticity. Heor should exist. f Those whose names |
they need to be cognisant about how to respond, recover and such as this is not representative of theéacaBoM BALERA. THE" understand that Blackness as knowpretension perpetuated the academicannot say for their own safety, whether
. ber intrusi H few tins for CToAIC environmentin the US or India. Thisiswhere - RESONANCE Ofrlge and Blackness as experience (not jusirld of make-believe that being majorin my barrio, in Angola, or in BrazilZ It
N case a Cyber Intrusion occurs. nere are a 1ew Ups 1or Cihdyresent intervention marks its departure. ng‘FHIS MENTALITY INndividual but collective and communal)ity is a matter of shame and its disavownay be mentioned here that Krug had
that will help them redefine their data protection strategy.  aqmission, no doubt, betrays her inability to fake i INDIA IS NOT2"e different things. One is of romantici-al or degradation is necessary to speak feceived financial assistance for writing
Drift away from security to resilientéith the evolving nature any longer, but more importantly, it reveals th IEEICULT TO FIN@ation, appropriation, exoticisation, everthe weak. this book from Schomburg Center for
of cyber attacks, it's time for businesses to stop reacting and sfailbise of contemporary academic knowledg " silencing, and the other of everyday-ness Krug converted the Black experienc®esearch in Black Culture.
anticipating. Loss of critical data has the power to not just guipduction. The difference between usurping the DALITS ANDgnq its struggle. to some bare codes defining Black authen- It is not important to know whether
ple a company in no time but also damage its reputation fowiee of the weak (what academics do) and pretend- __ MUSLIMS ARE  Though Tiving the marginal life ticity: Angry, violent, abusive. That is whabeing White or feigning Blackness is bet-
long-term. Hence, instead of relying on traditional methiads ofifigl to be the weak (what Krug did) is perhaps on®FTEN PROJECTHERolves costs in real life , humiliation, she was doing while appearing as Jessieafor being a scholar of African history.
security i.e. identify, protect, detect, respond and then recover, oRj&iggree and not of kind. When Krug claimed to IN THE MEDIA A$owerlessness, sub-human life and so &ia Bombalera. The resonance of this mekivhat is important is the knowledge itself
isations must imbibe state-of-the-art resilience stratdgimje D¢ aculture leech rather than a vulture, she was high- ANGRY AND, the academic world knows the bene-tality in India is not difficult to find. Dalits ,, of victims and minority. As long as we
respond, monitor and anticipate. lighting that subtle difference. We can be reasony/|OLENT BECAUSIES of being Black or minority, at least irand Muslims are often projected in theare getting ethnic food in Delhaat(mar-
Adont itv strateqv inarained i duct mindse2ly sure that Krug is not the first one and wonst berAT |S THE ONLhe latterss potential for being objects ahedia as angry and violent because thie), it does not matter if the cook is White
Adopt a security strategy ingrained in product min ?‘Etth%ast, at least until the academic market stops . conyy/Ay TO BE WEAKNOWledge. In the market of scholarshipis the only way to be weak and a minoer Brown. There may be many service
Businesses must not only think about making security intfinsig{fing ' experience of marginality to elitist knowl- /AND A MINORIT yVictimhood sells and is safely monetisedy. Being helpless and being violent are tioviders but the good/service is the same.
B

technology infrastructure but also aim at enabling security Bire and suspends placing a premium on the:dis lack or Coloured in America andexpressions of the same authentic core. Impersonation as passportf imper-

fessionals become intrinsic to future product development. Bigjctimhood. : EING HELPLESS slim or Dalitin India. Cultural differ- Academics like Krug not only stereotypsonating was Kruges way of legitimising
need to transform into a data-first and product-first mindset orga Those who see Kruges problem as an ind'gvﬁiND BEING VIOLENdhce and victimhood are a minefield obr steal identity, they also create normiserself as an academic, making common
isation in order to be able to remain competitive in the future. Thaligransgression are either oblivious of what goes ARE THE fame and money. which guide victimhood. As long as theause with a supposedly discriminating
instead of thinking of security as a prevention tool, the nedtl B name of knowledge or are beneficiaries of s hEXPRESSIONS OF  That said, the demonstrations over thdlack man is anti-police or a Muslim idaw or mobilising the disenfranchised and
the hour is to incorporate it into the product design from the béggihods. Academic scholarship has often been THE SAMEdeath of George Floyd or over atrocitieanti-State or a Dalit is anti-Brahmin, theythen representing them as perpetual vic-
ning so that it will make the architect systems and processes i 2ssed with not just representing cultural differ- AUTHENTIC COR&ainst Dallits reveal a mindset of remenare authentic; a republican Africanims is another. The latter is much more
etrable. ence but also in producing, controlling and own- ¢ bering the victim only when they can bé\merican is beyond this template as ismpant and a fairly common practice
The kev to a winning strike is the right diaital partner: "9 it. Few questions are raised about the moral foun- : used as a medium of accumulating synmationalist Indian Muslim. governing funding agencies that guide
yi 9 ne right digttal p *  dation of such knowledge. It is taken for granted that : bolic capital. It is not just about dehuman- ~ An academic from Hunter Collegeresearch on minority cultures. Though
the past, businesses have been using a hit and trial methodigtlyra| difference does not exist, it is to be invent- “ising and instrumentalising them fornamed Yarimar Bonilla said somethingsuch politically engaged research may
regard to choosing their digital partner and this approach has breygiid if academic knowledge has to sustain itself, ¢ advancing oness career but also the beliafry revealing about Krug, that the latteappear as a fight for an inclusive polity, it
in more vulnerability to their sensitive data assets. As per a regfidge slotsZ are to be continuously filled. Krug:took : that being a victim pays. The willingnesaot only fooled others about being also betrays the desire to be the source of
by Vanson Bourne, organisations in the Asia Pacific and Japane step further. Instead of being content with i to barter away oness identity, as Krug digdyoman of colour, but also into thinkingall cultural politics.
which were relying on more than one data protection solutimersion or academic self-othering, or sponging : springs from the conviction that academthat they are actually inferior, intellectu-  That partly explains Brahmin acad-
provider, were almost four times more vulnerable to a cyber @icgultural difference of the Blacks like a leech; she  ic benefit from such impersonation out-ally and politically. Krug was denying thenemics monopolising Dalit experiences. At
dent that prevents access to their data. Hence, in order to &@se to become indistinguishable from what:she : weighs the losses. ~ their being, their worth outside her owna poetry reading session, a very fair-
bat the external threats, businesses must choose a single Wag.writing about. o : : Imaginary victims: What Krug did - writings and activism. What it reveals iskinped Brahmin poet advocated -our
nology partner that delivers multi-platform security. A few years ago, Harvard University had gone : not acknowledge in her confession is thahat being a victim of violence has morewnZ Dravidian cause and how her
While it is critical to invest in the right technologies, it has e market advertising its culture of diversity: by her violence was not only directed as gemoral, academic and perhaps politicaDravidian skin will always be a marker of
X - o ecting Elizabeth Warren, a law professor who : uine Black experience but also at Whitevorth than being normal and majority. her identity. She spoke with a flair even
become utmost important for businesses to ramp up their elifmed to be a Cherokee Indian (and went on to - experience. While faking to be Black, she So behind minority identity, its pro- as her complexion struggled to adjust itself
cation and awareness levels to stay abreast with new SecHg a thriving political career). The difference ‘was creating a template in whiclduction and circulation, there is a politi-to the victim narrative. Playing around this
threats. Therefore, to end the constant tussle between findingdhygeen birth identity and assumed identity may : Whiteness is antagonistic to Blackness awal economy of cultural difference and gbolitics of sweZ and trying too hard to be
right data protection architecture and keeping up with the rapgear as academically adventurous and a cool way ¢ so was perpetuating a race binary. She vefigersity that can be a passport to capitabmeone else in order to be legitimised is
ern security approaches, CTOs must focus on strategies that cédesving beyond fixed identities, but in reality, and ¢ reducing her own race by making it appeareconomic or symbolic. Becoming the an effort complementary to Kruges.
fine their data protection ecosystems from time to time. for the people whose identity is thus stolen, it is an - inflexible, intolerant, exclusivist and theother involves a life-time of dedicationto  (The writer is Professor, Faculty of
(The writer is Director and General Manager, Data Prote@f®f violence. In a post-modern academic world, : negation of Black experience. Her impetive another life. Krug must have inter-Humanities and Social Sciences, IIT
Solutions, Dell Technolopies race is increasingly seen as a political invention rather : sonation implied that sincere appreciatiomalised the new identity. In the acknowlMadras and a cultural critic.
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Why the double standards on demolition of holy places

Will the global Muslim community raise its voice for the féistohatiestamf Islam’s revered sites that were destroyed byshe Wah

18th century introduced a new andTaliban, the Al-Qaeda, the LashkarKarbala in Irag. He allowed the dessaints, who were interred there and  Again in 2014, a leading SaudMuslim countries taken against the

distorted version of the faith basead-Taiba, the Boko Haram, and so orecration of the shrine of Hazrattheir fanatical zeal did not even sparacademic had proposed to destrogerpetrators of mass destruction and

on terrorism. The demolished andfollow Wahhabi ideology. And, Abulmam Husain (grandson of Prophetthe Prophetess Mosque (in Medina)the tomb of the Prophet Mohammaddemolition of heritage and revered
desecrated holiest of Islamic religiouBakr Baghdadies ISIS, following th&lohammad). which they robbed of the immensen Medina with the mala fide inten- sites and massacres committed by

places included the birth place ofVahhabiideology alone, murdered  Giving the details of the attacktreasures and costly furniture totion of removing the remains of theWahhabis feasting on Saudi petro

Prophet Mohammad. more than 20 lakh people. A major-Charles Allen in his bookGodes which each Mahomedan Prince oProphet from there and buryingdollars and spreading terrorism in
Wahhabism, the new, distortedity of them were Muslim youth in Terrorists: The Wahhabi Cult and thé&urope, Asia and Africa had conthem anonymously in the Jannat-ulthe name of Islam? There is a deaf-

HASAN KHURSHID version of Islam, aimed to capturdraq, Syria, Afghanistan and otheHidden Roots of Modern Jihdths tributed his shareZ Baqi cemetery. However, the nefarening silence on that account.

worldwide political power using parts of the world. quoted Lieutenant Francis Warden  In 1804, a Wahhabi gang crosseitus plan to destroy the tomb under  The cacophony created by the

terrorism. The dreaded terrorist,  On December 6, 2019, the dawho wrote, *They pillaged the wholehe great desert in the Hijaz andhe custody of Saudi monarchMuslim leadership and millions of

The five centuries-old BabriAbu Bakr Baghdadi, is one suchmarking the 27th anniversary of theof it and plundered the tomb ofdestroyed tombs of ProphetAbdullah was exposed by anothetheir followers on the matter of Babri

Masjid in Ayodhya was example of this diabolical plan. Thislemolition of Babri Masjid, severalHazrat Imam Husain, slaying in theMohammades family members aacademic, hence it could not be exédasjid may be based on the pre-

demolished on December 6negative ideology was created by omeview petitions were filed in the S@ourse of the day, with circumstancedannat-ul-Bagi, the ancient cemeterguted. Had it been executed, theumption that its perpetrators were
1992 by a Hindu mob, mostly com-Sheikh Najdi ibn Abd-al-Wahhab, in by individuals who were party to theof peculiar cruelty, about 5,000 of thef Medina, and even despoiled thenotionless Muslims would haveHindu bigots and the thugs behind
prising diehardKar Sevakévolun- association with a Bedouin tribalcase. The pleas were supported lyhabitants. A huge amount of bootygrave of the prophet. After this, theemained calm as the perpetratorthe demolition of the holiest of
teers) of the Vishva Hindu Parishadeader Muhammad-ibn-Saud.the All India Muslim Personal Lawwas seizedZ Wahhabi gang reached Mecca andere Wahhabis in Muslim attire Islamic sites, like the Jannat-ul-
led by Sangh Parivar leadersiahhabi ideology should not beBoard. Earlier, the Jamiat Ulema-e- In 1803, Abd-al Aziz ibn Sauddemolished another heritage site, thand not people from any other reli-Bagi in Medina and the Jannat-ul-
Intellectuals across the globe, irremistaken as Islames tenets, althoudtind had also filed a review petitionobtained a visit permit from the cemetery of Jannat-ul-Mualla, wheregion. Mualla in Mecca, were Muslims. It
spective of caste, creed and religidts practitioners shrewdly camou-against the order saying justice caBhareef of Mecca on the pretext dhe ancestors and other close rela- In India, those who demolishedmatters little to them that the per-
condemned the demolition, as didflage their real identity under thebe done only by ordering the Centrgperforming Haj, whereupon histives of Prophet Mohammad arethe Babri Masjid are still facing trialpetrators of the crimes against Islam
the Supreme Court (SC). No saneover of Sunni Islam and associatend the UP Government to build theWahhabi fighters laid waste Islamesiterred. Again on April 21, 1925,in the Special CBI Court at Lucknoware Muslims just in name.
person will justify the demolition of the names of their terror groups withmosque at the disputed site. holiest shrine th&kasaba wherein Wahhabis demolished the shrine ofinder various sections of the Indian ~ Will the global Muslim commu-
the Babri Masjid but the biggertypical Islamic names, such as the Surprisingly, the entire Muslim Muslims across the globe perfornProphet Mohammades daughtePenal Code. In all, there are 3ity raise its voice and take a con-
heinous crimes of massacres, mulslamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS;ommunity across the globe, includthe ritual of Haj. Abd-al Aziz ibn Hazrat Fatima Zehra as well aaccused and the apex court hascious decision for the restoration of
tiple demolitions and destruction ofand so on. ing the intellectuals, remained silenSaud followed in the footprints ofthose of his grandsons, namelylirected the Special CBI Court tahe holiest of Islames revered sites of
the holiest of religious and heritage Wahhabi ideology manifestly spectators when Saudi ruler Abd-alYazid who had earlier desecratetimam Hasan, Imam Zain ul Abideenconclude the hearing by Septembeaeligious and heritage importance
sites, shrines, relics have taken pladeclares, *Follow my ideology, elsAziz, the son of Muhammad ibnKasaban 682 AD. and Imam Mohammad Bagir. The30 this year. Till now the CBI haghat were systematically destroyed by
in Saudi Arabia. This was done at thget ready to be killedZ According t&aud, who was also the son-in-law According to TE Ravenshawgshrines are still lying demolished angresented 351 witnesses before thiee Wahhabis? If they donet it will
behest of its Wahhabi/Salafi rulers afenowned British historian and of Sheikh Muhammad Najdi ibn author of A Memorandum on the the Saudi Government does notourt. smack of hypocrisy and bigotry.
Zionist ancestry who, wearing thewriter Charles Allen, all dreaded terAbd-al-Wahab, the founder of Sect of Wahhabee$hey robbed the repair them or allow pilgrims to offer ~ What legal action has the Saudi  (The writer is a legal journalist
cloak of Islam, in the middle of therorist organisations like the ISIS, th&Vahhabism, in 1802 attackedsplendid tombs of the Mahomedarprayers at the revered sites. Government or the groups ofand authoj
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IndiGrid appoints
Jyoti Kumar as CF(C

New Delhitnvestment
Managers Ltd acting in its
capacity as Investment
Manager of India Grid Trust
(IndiGrid) has appointed Jyoti
Kumar Agarwal as its chief
financial officer from
September 16, 2020," it said
a BSE filing. Agarwal comes
with a vast experience of
nearly 20 years, primarily in
banking and infrastructure
space where he has held
senior-level positions across
variety of functions, the
company said. A commerce
graduate is also a qualified
chartered accountant, CFA
charter holder and MBA from
IIM. He has experience in
managing multi-dimensional
responsibilities across
corporate finance, strategy,
M&A, treasury, accounting,
tax, commercial, secretarial,
legal & investor relation
functions, IndiGrid said.

Gold slips Rs 137;
silver too declines

New Delhi:Gold prices fell Rs
137 to Rs 53,030 per 10 gran
in the national capital on
Wednesday amid rupee
appreciation, according to
HDFC Securities.The preciouy
metal had on Tuesday closed
Rs 53,167 per 10 gram. "Spo|
gold prices for 24 karat in Del
were down by Rs 137 on rup
appreciation," HDFC Securiti¢
Senior Analyst (Commodities
Tapan Patel said.The rupee
strengthened by 12 paise ang
settled at 73.52 (provisional)
against the US dollar on
Wednesday supported by
positive domestic equities an
weak American currency. Sil
also declined Rs 517 to Rs
70,553 per kg, from the
previous close of Rs 71,070
per kg. In the international
market, gold was trading with
gains at USD 1,967.7 per
ounce and silver was flat at
USD 27.40 per ounce."Gold
prices (globally) fluctuated in
the upper range ahead of key
Federal Open MarketCommit]
meeting," he added.

Sensex surges
258 points; Nifty
reclaims 11,600

MumbaiDomestic equity
benchmark Sensex jumped
258 points on Wednesday

following gains in HDFC Bank

Infosys and M&M amid
sustained foreign fund inflows

258.50 points or 0.66 per cen

Nifty rose 82.75 points or 0.7
per cent to 11,604.55.M&M
was the top gainer in the
Sensex pack, climbing over 4
per cent, followed by Bajaj
Auto, Sun Pharma, HDFC
Bank, Infosys, L&T and
UltraTech Cement. According
to traders, stock-specific
action and sustained foreign
fund inflows drove domestic
equities higher, despite mixed
cues from global markets
ahead of the US Federal
Reserve's policy outcome.

Okinawa
partners with
OTO Capital

PNSn NEW DELHI

Electric scooter maker
Okinawa on Wednesday sai
it has partnered with two-
wheeler leasing firm OTO
Capital to provide flexible
and affordable leasing options
to its customers.

The leasing model by OTO
ensures 30 per cent saving
every month with the flexibil-
ity to upgrade to any other
model within 2-3 years, the
company said in a state-
ment.The partnership will
also enable digital integration
of their platform to make it
easier for customers to
choose their preferred mode
and book it through the web-
site instead of visiting a deal
er showroom, it added.
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higher at 39,302.85. The NSE
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Revenues of RTCs to contra

40% In FY21 due to pandern

PNSn NEW DELHI

Revenues of road transport
corporations will contract by
35-40 per cent in the current
fiscal due to the coronavirus
pandemic-induced challenges,
rating agency ICRA said on
Wednesday.

The complete shutdown of
operations due to COVID-19
from March 23, 2020 and the
subsequent extension of the
lockdown across the country
have resulted in significant
financial losses for the Roadhe staff.
Transport Corporations

n

ahead for the RTCs after theperceived risk of travelling in

lockdowns are fully lifted a public bus by passengers aheet the operational expensegders, meeting employee costs refused to share the advance Of the total collection till
would be to increase passengéarge, will lead to a revenueespecially the high fixed costswould be the biggest cha

movement while containing contraction of 35-40 per cent

]

ment of fixed costs like
employee salaries to avoid a
significant cash flow shortfall,
emphasise the importance
the RTCs to the respectiv
state governments, it said.
Jayanta Roy, Senior Vice
President & Group Head
Corporate Sector Ratings
ICRA said that even when th
operations resumed from Ma
2020 onwards, passenger
demand remained significant
ly low compared to the pre
COVID levels due to the var|
said many RTCs would needous social distancing meg-

As per ICRA's estimatesfinancial support from the sures introduced by the state

(RTCs), it said in a statementmeasures, including busesespective state governmentgovernments to curb th
According to ICRA, the operating with a cap of 50 pettill their operations ramp up spread of the disease.

most significant challengecent occupancy level and thdully after the lockdowns are

"If occupancy levels remai
completely lifted in order to low during the coming quar

The financial support typ- lenge for the sector, as such

the spread of the virus, throughin FY2021 for the sector," thdcally provided by several stateosts typically account for over

various measures like regulastatement said.

governments like the defer-50 per cent of the total oper-

money 08

ptal tax collection falls
5% till Sep 15: Source

MUMBAI

Mumbai, Sep 16 (PTI) Total

ny tax collection of the Centre,

including advance tax collec-
tion for the second quarter,
fell 22.5 per cent to Rs
2,53,532.3 crore till
September 15 of the current
fiscal as compared to the
year-ago period, according
to an income tax department
source.
The source shared some
details about the provisional
data.During the same periodsaid. During the first quarter 1,47,004.6 crore and corpora-
ended September 15, 201%nded June, gross tax colledion tax at Rs 99,126.2 crore,
total tax collection stood at Rgtions fell 31 per cent driventotalling the two major com-
3,27,320.2 crore, the incomalown by a massive 76 per centonents of the tax revenue at
tax department source fromplunge in advance tax mop-Rs 2,46,130.8 crore, the source
Mumbai zone told PTI over up, as the country was in a fulkaid. The megapolis still con-
phone on Wednesday. lockdown due to the pandem-tinues to be the most affect-
However, the sourceic. ed region by the pandemic.
Total collection from the
tax numbers separately for theSeptember 15, when taxpaynation's financial capital fell
current quarter. ers, both individuals andto Rs 74,789.6 crore, down
The numbers are provi- companies, are supposed td3.9 per cent year-on-year (y-
sional as banks will be able tpay advance tax for the quaro-y), the source said but

sanitisation of the buses and Given the expected shortfallment of the Motor Vehicle Tax ating costs of a state RTC," Rpy update the final data by theter, personal income tax at theefused to share advance tax

provision of protective gear forin revenues, the rating agencyMVT) and the reimburse- said.

end of the day, the sourcenational level stood at Rsnumbers for the quarter.

CAMS fixes IPO
price at Rs 1,229

PNSn NEW DELHI

Computer Age Management

Services (CAMS) on

Wednesday fixed the price

band for its initial public offer

(IPO) at Rs 1,229-1,230 per

share, which will open for

public subscription on company said. CAMS is a

atSeptember 21.The CAMStechnology-driven financial

t offering will see sale ofinfrastructure and services

hi 1,82,46,600 equity shares gprovider to mutual funds and

°€37.4 per cent stake by NSBther financial institutions.

'S Investments, the subsidiary The company claims to be
of National Stock Exchangelndia's largest registrar and
(NSE). transfer agent of mutual funds

Earlier, markets regulatorwith a market share of nearly,
Securities and Exchange Boar@0 per cent, based on mutual
of India (Sebi) had directedfund average assets unde
NSE to divest its entire stakenanagement (AAUM), as of

| in CAMS held through its sub- November 2019.

el sidiary, NSE Investments. Headquartered in Chennai,

The IPO will open on CAMS is co-owned by NSE
September 21 and close omvestments, Warburg Pincus,
September 23. The bidding fofFaering Capital ACSYS
anchor investors will be oninvestments and HDFC
September 18, the companysroup.The issue is being man
announced in a virtual pressaged by Kotak Mahindra
conference. Capital Co Ltd, HDFC Bank

The intital share-sale isLtd, ICICI Securities Ltd and
expected to fetch Rs 2,240Nomura Financial Advisory

oclrore to Rs 2,242 crore, thend Securities (India) Pvt Ltd.

Sebi plans to empanel
securities market trainers

PNSn NEW DELHI

Capital markets regulator Sebi
is looking to rope in individ-
uals or entities to support its
investor awareness and educa-
tion initiative.

Entities or individuals who
are interested in working in the
field of investor education per-
taining to securities market are

|ICICI Introduces ne\
home loan scheme

PNSn NEW DELHI ments such as PAN and
Aadhaar details, and bank
ICICI Home Finance on statement of past six months.
Wednesday said it hasThe customers should have a
launched a new loan schemeninimum account balance of
'Apna Ghar Dreamz', with Rs 1,500 for loan up to 5 lakh
credit amount in the range ofand Rs 3,000 for loan above 5
Rs 2 lakh to 50 lakh, forlakh.

skilled workers employed in At ICICI Home Finance, we
the informal sector in Delhi. aim to offer loans to the hard-

r

proposed to be empanelled as
Securities Market Trainers
(SMARTSs), Sebi said in a
notice on Wednesday.
The empanelled SMARTs
will supplement the regulator'stered as a trust or company ogoverning body of the appli-
initiatives in the area of society can apply for the rolecant need to have at least on
investor education and protec-of SMARTSs. trustee in case of trusts, on
tion.The SMARTSs are expect- Among other criteria, an governing member in case o
ed to conduct investors awareapplicant should be graduatesociety, one director in case g
ness programmes on behalf oith at least 50 per cent marks£ompany, one partner in case
the regulator under the aegis ofrom a recognised universityof partnership as the case ma
Sebi Investor Protection andand at least five years of expése, who meets the specifie
Education Fund (Sebi IPEF).rience of either working or educational qualification and
With regard to eligibility teaching in the areas of lawwork experience.
criteria, Sebi said an individualcommerce, management, eco- The selected applicants wil
who is citizen as well as resinomics or financial markets be required to undergo train-
dent of India or an organisa-education. ing programme organised by
tion working in the field relat-  In addition, securities mar- the Sebi.

The scheme is meant forworking professionals in the
skilled workers such as carinformal sector of the econo-
penters, plumbers, electri-my and local business people
cians, tailors, painters, weldersto fulfil their dream of owning
auto mechanics, manufactur-their 'Apna Ghar'.
ing machine operators, com- "Since our branch employ-

eputer mechanics, RO repairees are local residents with an
e technicians, small and medi-understanding of the region-
f um business owners and groal economy, our in-house legal
f cery store owners in the cityand technical experts assist in
> the company said in a releaserocessing home loans appli-
y  The loan scheme is target<ations in a quick and hassle-
1 ed at the informal segment offree manner with minimal
the population who wish to documentation,” said Anirudh
purchase their own home, butKamani, MD and CEO, ICICI
may not have all documentsHome Finance Company
that a formal financial institu- Limited.
tion would require, ICICI Customers can also avail all
Home Finance said.the benefits of the Pradhan

ed to law, commerce, managekets certification is also

ment, economics, financialrequired.With regard to an to send their applications by
markets education and regis-organization, Sebi said theOctober 16.

Interested candidates need

Customers seeking to avail thélantri Awas Yojana (PMAY)

special 20-year tenure loarwhichis a CLSS for EWS/LIG
would need to provide docu-and MIG, the company said.

RBI battle ready to support growth: DasWorld shares mixed, US futul

PNSn NEW DELHI

RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das
on Wednesday said economic
recovery is still not well
entrenched and that the central
bank is "battle ready" to take
appropriate measures to sup-
port growth.
Addressing a virtual confer-
ence organised by industry
’ body Ficci, Das said that GDP
data released by the govern-
. ment was a "reflection of the
ravages of the COVID-19".
The economy contractedwhile of course contractions in

B

The 30-share BSE index ended

23.9 per cent during the April- several other sectors are alsconfronted with rising infec- ments that the RBI stands full
June quarter on account of thesimultaneously easing," he saidions," he said. At the samerepared... | had used the tef-
strict lockdown imposed by the However, Das said that the ecotime, Das assured the industryminology that the RBI stand

growth in the medium term
post the coronavirus.

The Governor also sai
financial market conditions in
India have eased significantl

across segments in response|to

the front-loaded cuts in th

policy repo rate and large sy

tem-wide as well as targeted

infusion of liquidity by the cen-

tral bank.

"We are also very carefull

monitoring the markets. A

and when required furthe

measures will be taken. | even

reopening of the economy aresaid it earlier during my state

government towards end ofnomic recovery was not yetthat the RBI stands "battlebattle ready and whatever mea-
March to check the spread offully entrenched and also thatready" and whatever measuresures are required will be taken

coronavirus infections." the recovery is likely to be
Nevertheless, high frequencygradual.

indicators of agricultural activ-
ity, the purchasing managershot yet fully entrenched and

index that is PMI for manufac- moreover, in some sectors, thémmediate policy response tothat persistently large surplu

turing and certain private esti- uptick, which was noticed in

mates on unemployment pointJune and July they appear tdeen to prioritise the stabilisa-ensured non-disruptive mobil-

The recovery is, howevercontrol price rise.

are required will be taken toup by the RBI," he said.
support liquidity, growth and  Despite substantial increase
in the borrowing programme|
According to him, the of the government, Das sai

COVID-19 in the country has liquidity conditions have

to some stabilisation of eco-have levelled off. By all indication of the economy and sup-isation of resources at the low-

nomic activity in the second tions the recovery is likely to beport quick recovery policies forest borrowing costs in
quarter of the current year,gradual as efforts towards thelurable and sustainable highdecade.

gain ahead of Fed statement

PNSn WASHINGTON Germany's DAX was lesgeplaced by his chief cabinet
than 0.1 per cent higher atsecretary, Yoshihide Suga. Suga
World markets were mixed 13,223.43 while the CAC 40 irhas said he intends to push
ahead of the Federal Reserve/gance was flat, at 5,067.9%head with Abe's policies and
policy announcement on The FTSE 100 in Britain edgedittle change is expected for the
Wednesday while US futures0.1 per cent lower to 6,101.31world's third-largest econo-
edged higher.Benchmarks ros@he futures for the S&P 500my. Tokyo's Nikkei 225 edged
modestly in Frankfurt and and for the Dow industrials 0.1 per cent higher to 23,475.53
Tokyo but slipped in London both gained 0.2 per cent.  while the Hang Seng in Hong
and Hong Kong. Japan reported that its tradekong was almost unchanged at
Investors are awaiting thebalance swung into surplus in24,725.63.
outcome of the US FederalAugust as a 15 per cent decline South Korea's Kospi gave up
Reserve policy meeting latein exports from a year earlier0.3 per cent to 2,435.92 and the
Wednesday. It is expected tavas outpaced by a 21 per cer8&P/ASX 200 in Sydney
keep the benchmark rate adrop in imports. jumped 1 per cent to 5,956.10.
nearly zero for some time to Exports have been ham-The Shanghai Composite
help the economy recover frommered by the coronavirus pan-ndex slipped 0.4 per cent to
the pandemic downturn.The demic but the rate of decline3,283.92.
US bank's statement mighthas been narrowing over the India's Sensex edged 0.4 per
change some of the languagpast several months as shuteent higher to 39,182.12 even
around its existing pledge todowns eased and the Chinesas the number of the country's
buy bonds to support markets,economy began to recoverconfirmed coronavirus cases
economists say. Japan's centrlom a sharp downturn in jumped to nearly 5 million,
bank has begun a policy meetearly spring. second only to the US case
ing that will wrap up Thursday Japan's long-serving primecount of 6.6 million, according
but also is not expected tominister, Shinzo Abe, resignedo a tally by Johns Hopkins
result in any major changes. as of Wednesday and wa&niversity.

PNSn NEW DELHI economies of scale," it said.
In the past, the Indian auto

Exports and a focus on theindustry has worked on initia-

Auto Industry needs road map for localisation pus

ity, and dependence on othe
industries," it said.

SBHEL, SwissRapide
to bring Maglev trains

S PNSn NEW DELHI

Different component cate-

domestic market offer major tives taken by the government
potential opportunity areas for such as 'Make in India' to
the Indian auto industry but improve localisation such as
the sector needs a road map faachieving up to 95 per cent
localisation, according to alocalisation in the passenger
report by consultancy firm vehicle category of less than Rs
EY.As per the report, '‘Atmal0 lakh.
Nirbhar- The Roadmap to  However, the report cau-
Increase Localisation andtioned that "recent technolog-
Harnessing Export Potential ofical advancement and govern-
s the Indian Auto Industry', the ment legislations such as emis-

gories have different challenge
which lead to import. For
example, processors for auto
motive electronics are almos
100 per cent imported due tg
lack of wafer fabrication cen-
tres in India which require high
capital investment (around
USD 5 billion), the report said.

"The need of the hour is to
identify challenges faced by th

industry generated businession norms, enhanced safetgcosystem, stringent emissiorthe EY report said imports ofindustry and develop a short-
worth over Rs 30,000 crorenorms and adoption of clean-norms, higher focus on safetyraw material and components, mid- and long-term road
annually through import sub- er fuels could lead to increasend vehicle connectivity andby Indian auto component map for each stakeholder td
stitution and local manufactur- in imports due to unavailabil- the push towards e-mobility, manufacturers amounted totackle those challenges,"

ing through initiatives such asity of certain raw materials, the import gap is likely to fur- USD 15.4 billion in 2019-20. added.EY
technology and capability con-ther increase in the shortterm.” "Even local raw material (Automotive) Som Kapoor

'Make in India'.

India Partner

A major potential for import straints and economies of scale He, however, added thatsuppliers of steel, copper, engisaid, "In order to re-align and

substitution for the industry challenges".
lies in availability of raw mate-

with concerted efforts from all neered plastics, etc, have amitigate the risks of global sup
EY India Partner and ecosystem players, strong founimport component in the form ply-chain fluctuations, addi-

rial and technology/capabiliiesAutomotive Sector Leaderdations can be laid to offset thiof their manufacturing input tional reinforcements and
constraints for certain high Vinay Raghunath said, "Within the future.Stressing the needlue to constraints such adncentives should be consid
precision components andthe rapidly evolving mobility for a road map for localisation,unavailability, inadequate qual-ered by the government.”

guideway. This enables the
system to be highly energy
State-run engineering firm efficient, allows operating
BHEL on Wednesdayspeeds of easily up to 500
announced its tie up with km/h and significantly reduces
SwissRapide AG to bringthe total cost of system own-
Maglev trains (magnetic levi-ership.
tation) to India. The MoU was signed by S
Aimed at expanding its V Srinivasan, GM & Head
footprint in the urban trans- (Transportation Business
portation sector as part of itsGroup), BHEL and Niklaus H
diversification initiatives, Koenig, President and CEO,
BHEL has entered into aSwissRapide AG.
Memorandum of The agreement has been
Understanding (MoU) with signed in the backdrop of the
SwissRapide AG for Maglewrime Minister's 'Make in
Train projects in India, a com-India' and 'Aatmanirbhar
pany statement said. Bharat' initiatives, and will
The Maglev Rail systemenable BHEL to bring the lat-
hovers in the air instead ofest, world-class technology to
rolling, due to magnetic levi- India and manufacture state-
tation, thus the vehicles haveof-the-art Maglev trains
no physical contact with theindigenously.
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ALL FOR A DEFINITE C

A living
embodiment of the
guote, “A life
without a Cause is a
life without an
Effect”, Street
Cause, is an
organisation formed
by students of
different ambitions
and aspirations, and
colleges across
Hyderabad, who
come together and
drive each other to
be more than
passive spectators to
the inequities in our
society.The
Pioneeis RACHEL
DAMMALA talks
to students of the
organisation who're
working hard amid
the pandemic, to

ith an active
\ orkforce of
»,000+ students
(oday, and a histo-
ry of 8,500+ pro-
jects, Street Cause
was originally founded in
Sreenidhi Institute of Science
and Technology in the year
2009 and has been growing
ever since. The organisation
is the realisation of Akhilesh
Jukareddyss vision of service
to humanity, the founder of
the present-day largest stu-
dent-run NGO in the state!
Realising the
power of stu-
dents when
they unite
and

making
the best of
these emo-
tions and
energy by chan-
neling them towards the bet-
terment of the society, Street
Cause does just what its
name says , work towards,
and strive for, the causes of
the common man.
Ramya G, the current

institutions of varied disci-
plines across Hyderabad
work towards one goal -

making the city, a better place able development goals

to live inZ
In 11 years of service, they
have organised numerous
fundraisers such as
Howzzzat, Parinama, Goal-
Addict, Dunk it and the Run
For a Cause series, to meet
their objective of implement-
ing large scale development
projects such as the renova-
tion of schools, orphanages,
and old age homes, furnish-
ing them with the requisite
infrastructure, provision of
water filters and water tanks,
construction or renovation of
washrooms, repairing faulty
electrical circuitry and
damaged pipelines, cater-
ing to special needs of the
differently-abled and instal-
lation of solar street lights in
the remote tribal villages of
Telangana, among others.
Students have been work-
ing harder, fighting all odds,
to help the poor and needy
amid the Coronavirus
pandemic. *We have been
distributing basic survival
kits to those living the slums
and some migrants too, who
werenet able to avail the help
being provided by the gov-
ernment for various reasons.
Our kit includes rice, dal, salt,
chilli powder, masks, sanitis-

ers, etc., which have been dis-grammes on various subjects

tributed to over 260 families
last month. We hope to do
the same this month tooZ
Ramya informs. Asked how

member is required to
express their novel ideas in
achieving the chosen sustain-

(SDGS) in the assembly. The
motions put forward are dis-
cussed, deliberated, and
voted upon during their des-
ignated time slots, following
the rules of procedure set by
the UN assembly. The
motions passed are there on
implemented by the mem-
bers after a series of surveys
in villages destitute of the
very basic amenitiesZ informs
Ramya. A novel yet promis-
ing idea, the Hyderabad
Youth Assembly is conducted
in two phases, each phase
having four goals.

Lalit Aditya, former presi-
dent of the organisation and
current HYA honorary chair,
currently heads the Street
Cause Pride unit. *Volunteers
of this unit work towards
breaking stereotypes and
busting myths and other
notions about the LGBT
community. We aim to raise
awareness about who the
people of this community are
and sensitise people about
their issues. It is hard to
break these notions that films
and pop culture portray
about the communityZ
Aditya laments. He adds that
they have been hosting
online awareness pro-

that work for

different cause
One called PAW —
People for Animal
Welfare, one called H
— for the welfare of {
LGBTQ+ community,
force — for the
conservation of the
environment, and mo
We, the students fro
45+ academic institu
of varied disciplines
across Hyderabad wq
towards one goal -
making the city, a bet
place to live in.”

— RAMYA

related to the community and
that the response to these,
have been amazing.

Street Cause looks forward

President of Street Cause,

theyere funded, she answers

to expanding its work beyond

explains what exactly their
job is. *We have different
wings that work for different
causes. One called PAW ,,
People for Animal Welfare,
one called Pride ,, for the

keep people going

and sane

welfare of the LGBTQ+ com-
munity, E force ,, for the
conservation of the environ-
ment, and more. We, the stu-

that itss from the studentse the state of Telangana soon.
donations and the fundraisers They have several projects
they organise regularly. planned, including adopting

The organisation also hosts transgender families, food
the Hyderabad Youth distribution, donating TVs to
Assembly, which is a premier orphanages for online educa-
permanent project that tion, systems, projectors, and
recruits students from col- subscriptions to apps like
leges after rigorous scrutiny  Byjus, Zoom, etc., for these
of group discussions and per- children.

cally grown from being a
local guild of adherents, with
the objective of helping the
underprivileged and the des-
titute in any and every way
possible, to being an interna-
tionally renowned organisa-
tion now. If yousre a student
burning with the same pas-
sion to do your bit for society,
consider joining them via

dents from 45+ academic sonal interviews. *Each Street Cause sure has radi- streetcause@gmail.com.

No More Tracksuits Please

n Sunday, the

New York
Tashion Week
<icked off with

and there was not one bly the first athleisure morning prayers and then and sometimes we just do bottoms donet cut it. Even

tracksuit! designer , she used jer- change into something it well because you feel  with «Voguee supremo,
Work from Home, sey to make day suits for easy but still elegant ,, it like it because it acts as Anna Wintour wearing

seems to have become anwomen back in the 1920s. could be a kaftan dress, that them in April.

Hopefully Jason Wues

Mehta, founder of the show proves that we are

Jason Wu's pre- excuse for dressing like a | have a feeling if she wergeans and a shirt or shorts pick me upZ Anjali Patel
sentation- who
has dressed former US
First Lady, Michelle
Obama more than once.
The Taiwanese born

ragamuffin. Of course we alive today she would be and boxy top, add on
do want to wear starched horrified to see how some accessories and fin- Studio Verandah, a resort moving away from track-
shirts and confining tai- women are dressing right ish with some undereye brand says, *Athleisure is suits to a chicer yet com-
lored jackets (and nor do now. concealer a wand of mas- here to stay, but even if fortable style of dressing.
we live in a place where *We have become cara and lip gloss. It thates your choice, choose The whole point of fash-
designer often infuses the weather esuitsZ such trapped in a cycle of fash- makes me ready for the the clothes that make you ion is to bring joy and a
*Old WorldZ femininity in attire); but does that meanion lethargyZ says celebri-day. feel good. | havenst been feeling of escapism to our
many of his designs and we need to live in clothes ty stylist Mohit Rai. As a fashion writer , it to a salon in over 6 lives donst we need that
chose to have a physical that were meant to be *What most people do not would be strange not to months, nor cut my hair more now than ever. In
show with a very limited worn in the gym or on a realise is that a growing enjoy and understand the but what leve done is to  fact there is no surprise
audience. The collection sports field? routine is not about how value of dressing-up. | make the most from my that many of the recent
was filled with contempo-  The term athleisure was you look but how you feel. wonder if when we look  surroundings and dressingcollections we are seeing
rary and easygoing silhou-first used back in the late A system that puts life back to the current track- can help you lift your seem to have taken inspi-
ettes inspired by the 1970s, a time when the into an overall perspective suit trend, it will be with  spiritsZ ration from resort fashion
Caribbean coastline town American inspired sports and retains sanityZ the same disdain we have Which is why as we try instead of athleisure , so
of Tulum, Wues home look was becoming global As someone who has for the Juicy Couture and learn to co-exist with letss get out of those track-
away from home. They  but it still had a feel of been a freelancer for the (remember those velour the virus, we need to get suits, please!

had a feeling of escapism elegance ,, think Polo last couple of years, work tracksuits) phase of fash- out of our tracksuits and (The writer Sujata

yet could be worn at homeRalph Lauren. High fash- from home is a way of life ion of the early 2000s. (I embrace our own personalAssomull is the author of
or easily transition into ion borrowing ideas from for me. And itss my dress- am happy to say | never style , yes, that could be "100 Iconic Bollywood
eveningwear. They are  sports is not a new con- ing routine that has kept participated in this trend). sporty but it does need to Costumes" and was the
clothes that work for the cept, and you could say me in check , | wake up, You donet need a reasonhave a feel of being Founding Editor In Chief
times we are living in ,, Coco Chanel was proba- gym, shower, finish my or an occasion to dress,, dressed. And tracksuit of Harper's Bazaar, India)
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what's brewing?

Nawazuddin Siddiqui-starrer
‘Serious Men' to hit Netflix on Oct 2

ilmmaker Sudhir ~ the same name by Manu
Mishrass upcoming Joseph.

featureSerious Siddiqui saidSerious
Men, headlined by Menbrings to end his long
Nawazuddin wait to collaborate with

Vijayawada Thursdageptember 17 2020

audience to watcBerious

Menand join this journey Produced by Bombay
with me, this Gandhi Fables and Cine Raas,
JayantiZ the actor said in a Serious Mealso stars

tunes.

statement. Aakshath Das, Shweta Basu
Siddiqui, will pre-  Mishra. The film chronicles the  Prasad, Nassar, and intro-
miere on Netflix on | am excited about this story of an ambitious duces actor Indira Tiwari.
October 2.

film as | waited almost 20 underachiever who capi-
Writen by Bhavesh years to work with Sudhir talises on his sones new-
Mandalia, the movie film is Mishra. ltss a dream come
based on a 2010 novel of true. | canst wait for the

Siddiqui was last seen in
Netflixes crime-thrilleiRaat
found fame as a boy-geniusAkeli Haj directed by
to improve his familyes for- Honey Trehan.

Sonakshi Sinh

I'm not worried about
when work will start

BIG B REVEALS HE WORKS
FOR 12 TO 14 HRS EACH
DAY, PENS A POEM FOR KBC

mitabh Bachchan has through day and night. Peoplelies ahead .. work with the
penned a special are addicted to KBC, Sony  crew and support is an adhe-

A poem for his quiz expects me to satisfy their  sive .. it remains glued for the
show Kaun Banega expectations. It has just start- duration after .Z

A is not fretting
about getting
back to work,
or how the
industry will change in
the Covid era.

The actress shared
that she is loving the
lockdown life for now.

el am just going to
admit that | am loving
lockdown life. In the

last 10 years, | haven't
gotten a break for so
long, where | have

ctress Sonakshi people in PPE kits. | did one
Sinha says she photoshoot and it was so

strange being around people
who are covered up head to
toe and you are the only one
open. You are like *keep
your hands to yourself and
don't touch your faces, sani-
tise every five minutes. Its
really weirdZ she added.
The actress is *keeping

that worry aside and doing
what makes me happy at the
momentZ, she said, explain-
ing it refers to emy art and
painting, endless conversa-
tions with friends and

to return to the tele-

If | receive affection and

vision screens with an all newrespect, | will be grateful. -

season. The actor wrote abougb... We do_our work, you do many watch the edilemmas of
the work he does and how he your work) Z

is grateful for the respect and He added that he was
affection he receives from his inspired from poet Bhavani

fans.

He wrote in Hindi, di haan
huzoor main kaam karta
hoon, main tarah tarah ke
kaam karta hoon, main kism
kism ke kaam karta hoon.
Kujh kaam kiye they maine
masti main, kujh kiye praat-
raat jabardasti mein. Ye KBC
ki lat lagi hai logo ko, santusht

Prasad Mishra while writing

Crorepati which is set ed, more days are yet to come, He went on to talk about

how nothing is impossible in
todayes times. He wrote, °f

the populist domain .. it
frightens the present most
and the future even more ..
discovery and experimenta-

the poem. He shared the sam&on were never more pre-
poem on Twitter along with a dominant than they are today
picture of himself all dressed .. they think absurd and prove

up to host the show in a blue
three-piece suit, a picture of
the KBC sets with a contes-
tant on the hot seat and one
of the empty set.

Talking about shooting

karu bas yahi apeksha Sony for the show, he wrote

its virtues .. anything and
everything is the possibility
preached .. we live in the
times of the times when the
impossible is garbaged in the
bags of incommuni-

been able to spend  spending time with familyZ

time with myself, *Right now, everybody is
understand what | in the same boat. It will start
want from life, do the when it has to start and we
things | like to do

cable junk f
each hour and
minute rever-
berates with

ko. Shuruaat hui hai, abhi to on his blog around
din kujh baki hain, sneh aadar midnight, *Work at

pyaar mile, to hum aabhari  early hours .. in the
hain - ab. Hum apna kaam

speed of comple- invention ..
will move on with this and karein, tum apna kaam karo. tion .. and then and the
and just be one with get over itZ she added. (Yes sir | work, | do differ- some more .. 12 touch of
yourself, sort your Talking about her binge- ent kinds of things, | do a to 14 hours each experimenta-
head out, contem-  watch list, Sonakshi said, el variety of work. | day .. on the tion is obso-
plate and under-  watched so many things had done some over the won- lete now .. the
stand whatss that | am fed up of watch- things in fun, der what touch of
important and ing anything nowZ some | inform and pro
whates not impor- ol watched sTalaashe had forma dominates
tant in life. l'm _ again because | am doing done the Universe ..
really loving itZ  a show with Reema Katgi unknown is
Sonakshi said.  and | love that film. | want

¢| am not
worried about
when work will

unknown .. and

to read but | donet have the may it ever be so
patience to sit down with a Z
book. When | do my cardio,
start, and how | need to have something in

it will be. | front of me to watch other-

know itss going wise | hate doing cardio. |

to be difficult  wish we had finished

going back to Reema's web show. It was

the set, with  such an exciting role for

swhat you are me. | canst wait to get

touching', backZ she said in an
«donet touch  episode of the show
your faces, Zoom Happy Space With
and with Rudrani

ARCHIE CALVIN AND HOBBES

GARFIELD

REALITY CHECK SPEED BUMP CROSSWORD

GINGER MEGGS
Rules

I Each row and column can
contain each number (1 to 9)
exactly once.

I The sum of all numbers in
any row or column must
equal 45.
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Eng nose ahe
In series decid

APn MANCHESTER

inned another innings rebuild with Sal

illings as England recovered from losingPn ROME
two wickets from the first two balls to get
Australia a target of 303 in the deciding o ovak Djokovic expressed his relief
day international on Wednesday. N there was no smental or emotion-

Mitchell Starc removed Jason Roy and |J al blockages or dramaZ as he swept
Root off successive deliveries to leave Englgasbt Italian wild card entry Salvatore
in early turmoil on a glorious afternoon at OldCaruso into the Italian Open third
Trafford, and both Eoin Morgan (23) and Josound on Wednesday in his first
Buttler (8) also departed cheaply. match since his US Open defaullt.

From 96-4, Bairstow and Billings (57) gut <l was actually looking for-
on 114 runs for the fifth wicket to bringward to get the official match as
England right back into the match ,, just assoon as possible after what hap-
they did in the first ODI on Friday when sharpened in New YorkZ said the
ing a stand of 113 in defeat. world No 1.

Bairstow reached his 10th ODI century The Serb was on his best
before some lusty hits by Chris Woakes (F#haviour after his dramatic last 16 dis-
off 39 balls) lifted the hosts to 302-7, leavirgualification on September 6 after he
Australia needing a record run chase at tlaecidently struck a line judge with a ball
Manchester venue. Fifty-three runs capmiat in frustration.
from the last five overs. ol didret feel that | had any mental or

The series is tied at 1-1. emotional blockages or any dramas

England is looking to preserve its fieplaying a match todayZ he said.
year unbeaten record in bilateral ODI series, Djokovic, who had said he had
and finish its international summer ,, dur-| learned a *big lessonZ from his first ever
ing which all of its games have been playdisqualification, was keen to move on in
without fans , unbeaten in all format§ Rome.
against the West Indies, Ireland, Pakistan and The 33-year-old playfully greeted an

Australia. imaginary crowd in an empty Central
It is Australiass fina| Court at the Foro Italico because of strict

match of its white-bal| coronavirus measures.
tour, with the team Only some noisy workers managed
having already lost theto unnerve the 17-time Grand Slam win-
Twenty20 series 2-1.| ner after missing break points.

Steve Smith wa oIt was very, very quiet, which is very

again missing for unusual to what we are used to here in

the Australians) Rome, which has one of the loudest and

after failing to| most energetic crowd atmospheres on the

fully recover| tour.

from being hit on Djokovic continued where he left off

the head from 4 before his US Open exit, having won the
throwdown in the| Cincinnati Masters on the same Flushin?
nets before the first Meadows courts.
match of the series.
Australia captain
Aaron Finch said Smit
had a hit in the nets o
Tuesday but ejust did no
pull up wellZ and felt «a bjt

.lmy sairstow struck 112 and underDJOKOVIC extends unbeaten run on court,

before his US Open default. .
| was in control of the matchZ

groggyZ

the quarter-finals.

Novak remains perfe

Novak Djokovic returns the ball to Salvatore Caruso, at the Italian Open tourney in chlrrnseté%'i{é},%@%gégarenka will play third

«It was a very good test for me. lsnin Rome, and won four titles, will meetion later on Wednesday after a six-montiseeded American Sofia Kenin, the reign.n€’s available to play Schalke on Friday in the German
very pleased with the way | handlegither 29th-ranked compatriot Filip hiatus linked to the coronavirus pandeming Australian Open champion, for a champion's first league game of the new season.
myself in important momentsZ saicKrajinovic or Italian qualifier Marco ic.
Djokovic, who was unbeaten in 202@ecchinato, ranked 113th, for a place in The number two seed plays fellow Swiss sixth seed Belinda Bencic fel
Spaniard Pablo Carreno Busta, a recedt3, 6-1 in her second round match to
Nine-time Rome winner Rafaelsemi-finalist at the US Open, for a plac®lontenegross 86th-ranked Danka
Djokovic, who has played nine finaldNadal will make his return to competi-in the third round.

sport 11

WALKSQUTASSA Dl SFPONR
Johaifesburg:  The ongoing governance
he in Cricket South Africa has now resulted in
them losing their biggest remaining sponsor with
Momentum, its ODI sponsor, announcing that it/ will

behaves better in 1st match sinc8 kS REHraETalEm.: o

it will not seek to renew its sponsorship of international
ODls, the franchise one-day cup, the national club
championships. However, they will continue to
sponsor the national women's team until 2023.

FORISMNISIRY TO UPGRACE 8 KISCE
New Delhi: The Sports Ministry is set to upgrade
eight Khelo India State Centre of Excellence (KISCE) at
an estimated cost 0f95.19 crores with an aim to
identify and groom future Olympic champions. The
support will be in the form of infrastructure
upgradation, setting up of sports science centre and
also soft component in the form of quality coaches and
sports science human resources like physiotherapists,
strength and conditioning expert. High quality
equipment will also be provided to the players.
Third seed Stefanos Tsitsipas fell to
Italian teenager Jannik Sinner 6-1, 6-7BERNAL WTHDRAWS FROM TOUR DE FRANCE
(9/11), 6-2, with sixth seeded BelgianGrenoble: Defending Tour de France champion Egan
David Goffin also exiting 6-2, 6-2 to Bernal has pulled out of the race ahead of a mammoth
Croatiass Marin Cilic. stage in the Alps, his Ineos Grenadiers team said on
Wednesday. Bernal had been struggling since last
HALEP, AZARENKA ADVANCE weekend's stage in the Jura mountains, where he
Top womenss seed Simona Halepdropped more than seven minutes on the main
returned a month after winning in| contenders and slipped out of contention. Hampered
Prague to ease past 99th-ranked ltaliarpy back pain, the 23-year-old rider was in 16th place
Jasmine Paolini 6-3, 6-4. overall, 19 minutes and fours seconds behind race
«It was a little bit difficult to get the  leader Primoz Roglic.

rhythm and to get relaxed/Z said the 28-
year-old Romanian, who skipped the USPIRLOEARNSUEFA COACHING QUALIHCATION

Open but is warming up for a bid for a Rome:Juventus coach Andrea Pirlo had his coaching

second French Open title later this qualification approved by the Italian football federation

month. on Wednesday. Pirlo completed his final exams and
The world No 2, a two-time Rome earned his UEFA Pro coaching badge on Monday. The

finalist, next meets either American qualification, following a year-long course, is required
Amanda Anisimova or Dayana foracoachtolead ateam in Serie A or B.
Yastremska of Ukraine.

US Open finalist Victoria Azarenka BAYERN WINGER COVAN IN ISCLATION )
shrugged off the move from hard court Munich: Bayern Munich forward Kingsley Coman is
to the clay surface to beat Americanin isolation at home ahead of the new Bundesliga
Venus Williams 7-6 (9/7), 6-2, in their Séason after he had contact with a person infected with

the coronavirus. Bayern didn't say how long the France
winger would need to spend in quarantine, or whether

US Cpen charpion Nearri Gsada ook adirect swipe
& aitics of her recent activismsaying the peopleviho
told her thet sportspersons should stay aut of palitics
inspired her fo win her third Gand Samfite

place in the third round. HPRKRS—INAMN\I]NTLEADN:IER3 ROUNDS

Chennai: Indian Grandmaster P Harikrishna claimed a
share of the top position with Armenian GM Levon
Aronian after posting two wins and a draw in three

Kovinic. ) o ; )
rounds of rapid competition in the St Louis Rapid and

Boult’s inclusion gives
edge to MI: Gambhir

PTIn ABU DHABI

September 19.

Hardik looking to make strong comeback

B?/ICk from a lengthy injury layoff,
umbai Indianse star all-
rounder Hardik Pandya said the set-
back motivated him to work hard-
er and he is now in good shape both
physically and mentally for the IPL.
Pandyaes form will be crucial for
defending champions Mumbai
Indians, who will take on Chennai
Super Kings in the lung-opener of
the cash-rich T20 league on

*The way lsm hitting the ball
right now, the shape lem in, the men-

Blitz online chess tournament. The India No 2 started
with a win over US Grandmaster Leinier Dominiguez,
before settling for a draw with Iranian Alireza Firouzja.
In the third round, Harikrishna pulled off a victory over

experienced Russian Alexander Grischuk in 41 moves.

tal space l'm in, it is just a matter dPatil T20 tournament held in early

time that | go and spend some timévlarch. BS:E\@R}GQDNSO]S—IAR:
on the ground and I think things will  He was even selected for the .5 mier League defender Steven Taylor ahead
come out pretty wellZ Pandya sa_iG)DI serie_s against South_ Africa,_ butof the seventh edition of the Hero ISL. The former

in a video posted by Mumbaithe Covid-19 pandemic, which Neycastle United centre-back has agreed for a one-
Indianse official Twitter handle.  forced the rubber to be abandonedyear deal with an option to extend it for a second year.

*No matter how far | go from delayed his return. He is now look-
the game, no matter how long | stayng forward to the IPL. PCB SG\S3-YEAR DEAL WTH PIVPORTS
out, when | come back, it has to be  <IPL is something that | have karachi: Pakistan Cricket Board on Wednesday
worth it. | have prepared very welenjoyed a lot and | would like to signed a three-year broadcast deal worth $200 million
and | think, great things are comingmake a comeback very strong angyith PTV Sports and a cable distribution agreement
ahead/ the 26-year-old flamboyaritm just looking forward to itZ said with I-Media Communication Services. The broadcast
all-rounder added. Pandya. He also conceded thakgreement is for Pakistan only while PCB will be soon
Last year in November, Pandyénjuries would be a part of his crick- finalising the grant of its broadcast rights for
had undergone a back surgery ieting journey and motivate him to international territories separately as well as launching
London. He came back in the DYdo better. a new structure for its digital media righAANQES

Odisha FC on Wednesday sighed

New Delhi: Former India for Chennai Super Kings co
opener Gautam Gambhir feelssidering they do not have Sureska i

New Zealand pacer Trent BoultRaina batting at No 3. Sha SNIII be eXtra
forms a formidable pair with Watson has not played intern

This year's IPL

‘Russell currently is

Adjusting to UAE heat biggest challeng

PTIn DUBAI When | arrived here | checked

the weather conditions of a

Jasprit Bumrah, giving Mumbaitional cricket for a long time, s

Indians an edge over Chennawe would want to know who New Delhi: Former Indian
will open with him and how will opener irender Sehwag expects

Super Kings in this IPL.

special: Sehw

With Mumbai Indians tak- these batsmen face thegsthis years IPL to be sextra spe-
ing on Chennai Super Kings inbowlersZ the former KolkatacialZ and a major reason for that

the tournament opener on Knight Riders skipper said.
Saturday in Abu Dhabi,

is Mahendra Singh Dhoni get-

Gambhir, a two-time IPL{ ting back on the pitch after

Gambhir said he is waiting towinning skipper, believes four-announcing his international

see how Boult and Bumrah gdime champions Mumbalj retirement following a yea
Indians will be favourites long sabbatical from the game.
| am really excited to watchagainst Chennai considering

about their business.

e| think this tournament

how Trent Boult and Jaspritthe overall team balance anadill be extra special for everyone
Bumrah will bowl with the new depth after the addition of ,the players as well as the audi-

ball, because we all knowBoult.

ence...Watching Dhoni back gn

gWorld’s best all-rounder’

the talk of the town ahead pfQouth African star AB de

the 13th edition which will get illiers believes the biggest

underway on Saturday. challenge for all teams in the
*There is no one who cgnupcoming Indian Premier

hit the ball better than him. He League will be adjusting to the

has a lot of life and strength jnprevailing hot and humid

himZ Singh said in an inter-conditions in the UAE.

view in KKRes website. Most games will be played
*His sixes are massive andh the night but the conditions

| just donet see any batsman|asould still be challenging.

a competition to him. He is th | am not really used to

best all-rounder in the world these kind of conditions to be

at this momentZ Singh addedhonest. Ite very hot, it reminds

few months and it seems to be
getting better. It is definitely
going to play a part and you
have to make sure you have
the energy for the backend of
the innings or last 5 overs of
your bowling spellZ

De Villiers said he would
also miss playing in front of
packed crowds in India with
the event to be played behind
closed doors in UAE due to
the Covid-19 pandemic.

¢| think obviously all are

Bumrah and Boult are world

format both are wicket-taking ing match because if we noticé say more?Z Sehwag,

| am skewed more towardsthe pitch is sure to be a delight.
class bowlers, and in the T20umbai Indians for the opent Theress so much in store, need

who

optionsZ Gambhir said @tar  the team balance and the deptibe co-hosting a shd®ower Play
SportshowCricket Connected. of the squad while not forget-with Championson Flipkart

A left-arm seamer, who ting the addition of Trent Boult Videq said.
will bring the ball inside for a in the squad can prove to be an
right hand batsman while Jaspriexcellent optionZ he said.
Bumrah believes in an unortho-
dox style of bowlingZ who will take wickets with athe sport to return.

A vital cog in CSKes wheelpew ball and use Jaspiit

lenge for CSK without him at with the new ball not only in
number 3. the first match but throughou
*There will be a challengethe tournamentZ PTI

said.

Sehwag said cricket is
integral part of an Indianes li
*Every team wants a bowlerand the fans have waited long foone can match the big-hittin

PNS

PTIn ABU DHABI

remains the Worldes best all-
nrounder at the moment.

Will have better idea of conditi
once IPL starts, says Amit

Dubai: The pitches in UAE are been neutral. | canst say if they
olkata Knight Riders bats-expected to aid spinners bufavour the batsmen or th
man Rinku Singh feels noDelhi Capitals leg-spinner Amit bowlers moreZ Mishra said i
g Mishra feels it is too early to prejress release.

prowess of explosive all-dict that as the conditions have
eleve spent a lot of my timerounder Andre Russell and h
Raina had pulled out of the IPLBumrah in an experimentgl during the lockdown watchin
due to epersonal reasonsZ andiay. | would want to see howold matches. Cricket forms 3
Gambhir feels it will be a chal-these two bowlers performimportant part of our DNA ag
Indians and wesve waited wi
bated breath for it to returnZ h

ebeen eneutralZ so far.

are used to playing in front of
crowds in big stage, there is
certainly an amount of adren-

aline that pumped into you

when it gets really loud, espe-
cially in Chinnaswany when

the RCB crowd gets going, its
ane of a Test match we playedifficult to stop the RCB team.

in July in Chennai once whereSo, well miss that there is no
*When we start playing, Viru (Virender Sehwag) doubt about it.

then we will have a clearer picscored 300. It was one the <But | wonet say | am not

The 36-year-old India spin- ture and can say whether it idhottest weather conditions lused to it, | have played a lot

ner said UAE pitches suitinghelping the batsmen or thehave experience in my life Z hef cricket in empty stadiums.
The Jamaican allrounder,batsmen or bowlers more carbowlers moreZ said the the sesaid in a an interview posted grew up like that. Itss only in
hwho joined KKR in 2014, hasonly be ascertained only oncend highest wicket taker in IPLon RCBes Twitter handle.
ebeen in sensational form in thethe tournament progresses.
last two seasons and remains

my international career that ||
history behind Sri Lankan Lasith ~ «The humidity is similar have played in front of crowdZ

*The conditions so far haveMalinga. PNS | to that, even at 10 at nighthe said.

Bale close to Spurs return

AFPn LONDON Real.
areth Baless agent says the
Real Madrid forward is

«closeZ to a move back to

Tottenham but admitted it is a

complicated deal to thrash

out.

The Wales international

has been frozen out by Real

manager Zinedine Zidane and

said earlier this month that he

was open to returning to the

Premier League.

It has been reported that

Spurs and Manchester United

are interested in signing Bale

but Jose Mourinho appears to .

be leading the race to land theleal 2

31-year-old.

forward.

He has won

told AFP. «ltss a complicated £600,000 ($775,000) a week atg forwards.

It has been reported th
Spanish club would be willin
to pay some of that salary
finally move on from their
troubled relationship with the

Bale left Tottenham fo
Real in 2013 for a then worlg
record fee of £85 million.

fou

Champions League titles ar
two La Liga crowns during hi
time in Spain, but his turbulen
relationship with Zidane ha
left him a peripheral player.

The winger still has a
emotional attachment tg
Tottenham after joining the
_ Bale has two years left orclub from Southampton as

eltss close but not doneZa contract that pays him ateenager and developing in
Baless agent Jonathan Barneteported salary of aboutone of the worldss most exc

AFPn SAO PAULO
e
g [Drazil's Government sent
tolits support to Neymar on
Tuesday after he was red-
carded for a fight in a Ligue 1
match in France, condemning
the eracismZ that triggered
i-the brawl.

The Paris Saint-Germain
star is facing punishment by
dhe French leaguess discipli-
snary commission after slap-
tping defender Alvaro
sGonzalez near the end of
PSGes 1-0 loss to Marseille,
naccusing the Spaniard of call-

ing him a *monkeyZ

Gonzalez denies the accu-
asation. But in Neymares native,
oBrazil, the ministry responsi-

said it stood behind the

Neymar reacts after receiving red Fr?lrj

t-ble for human rights issuesballer.

worldess most expensive footer case of racism that hass true.

Brazilian Govt backs Neymar in racism rd@miliano Martinez

come to the surface in sport,= = =
the ministry of women, th A t V "
family and human rights pub JOI nS S O n I a-
licly voices its solidarity wit
the player Neymar JrZ thd.ondon:Aston Milla announced
ministry said in a statement.the signing of Arsenal goalkeep-
*Racism is a crimeZ er Emiliano Martinez on
The statement came aftenVednesday for a reported fee of
Brazilian President Jair£20 million ($26 million).
Bolsonaro on Monda The 28-year-old Argentine,
retweeted Neymares own verwho has signed a four-year deal,
sion of events. helped Arsenal to FA Cup vic-
The Brazilian striker tory last season and Community
slapped Gonzalez on the bachield glory last month but
of the head near the end pfaced playing second fiddle to
Sundayes match, sparking| 8ernd Leno.
mass brawl that ended with  Villa boss Dean Smith saidwinning top side.
five players sent off, includingsWe are really pleased with the  *We moved for Emi when
Neymar. signing of our new goalkeepemve saw the opportunity, as it is
e now faces a potentialEmiliano Martinez. rare to be able to buy a top-class
ti-match suspension, s <We know how highly goalkeeper who hasgnyet
does Gonzalez, if league offiArsenal rated him and wereached their peak age and who
«In the face of yet anoth- cials find Neymares accusatiprwatched his outstanding perfor-can therefore be a key player for

mances last season in a trophyeur club for the long termZ
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lvetha Pethura)
OARDS CHANDOOQO'S

COMEDY DRAMA

Nivetha Pethuraj will be headlining the women-centric drama in the
film, a situational comedy, while the likes of Branmaji, Ajay and
Kireeti will round off the supporting cast, finds NAGARAJ GOUD

Nagababu
tests positive
for coronavirus

ctor Naga Babu will be a plasma donor.

is the latest tinsel #covid warrior #plas-
town celebrity to madonor (sic)Z

have tested coro- After his admission,
navirus positive. messages for his speedy
Presently under recovery poured in hun-

he Pioneewas the first one and all with her turns in films
to report (on Sept 1)  like Mental Madhiloand
about director Brochevarevarurayill be headlin-
Chandoo Mondetiss ing the women-centric drama,
plans of wrapping up a while the likes of Brahmaji, Ajay  production house is spending
web film at a fast clip and Kireeti will round off the sup- Rs 35,000 to follow safety protocols
before he embarks on the ambiporting cast. «The filming has com- dailyZ the source informs.
tious journey of calling the shotsmenced on Tuesday at Ramoji Film The source further adds that

day. They will be staying in the

accommodation offered by the pro-
duction house until the shoot ends.
The crew is not exceeding 50. The A

for Karthikeya 2sltss a situational City, Hyderabad and will go on

Chandoo has assembled a strong

comedy and the humour emanates there for another four days, before technical team in place to help his

from the characteristics of the rolesmoving to other cities like ~ _
leve been developing it for the past Visakhapatnam and MumbaiZ a
45 days and ites in the final stages. source close to the development

vision come alive. Karthik
Ghattamaneni, with whom
Chandoo worked on films like

The casting will be finalised in the confirms toThe Pioneer.

Karthikeya and Premam, has been

home quarantine at his res- dreds. Actor Kalyaan Dhev,
idence in Hyderabad, he  Chiranjeevies son-in-law,
took to social media to took to the comment

share the news, adding thatthread and wrote, *Speedy
he sees it as an opportunityrecovery, Nagababai (sic)Z
to help others by becoming Naga Babu replied to him,

next couple of weeks/Z he had told The source adds that cast and
us about the comedy drama thatcrew are strictly complying with while talks are on with hotshot
marks his digital debut, with COVID-19 guidelines, while going composer Kaala Bhairava to score
People Media Factory attachedabout their job. *Chandoo is plan- the music. sNo streamer is attached
to produce it. ning to wrap up the shoot in a startto the project as of now. People
Now, we hear that he has to-finish schedule of 30-35 days and/ledia Factory will decide about
finalised the cast and even it is the reason why the unit mem- selling the digital rights once the
began shooting. Nivetha  bers have been asked not to visit film draws to a close/Z the source
Pethuraj, who impressed their houses after pack-up for the ends.

RGV 3-part biopic rolls on

nnounced last
month, the
A three-part

signed on as the cinematographer,  a plasma donor. e@kalyaan_dhev Speed is a
He wrote on Instagram, sign of Love., Thanks for
“An infection doesnet alwaysyours @kalyaan_dhevZ
have to be a suffering, you = Naga Babu, who is busy
can always transform it into juggling between films and
an opportunity to help the TV, participated in a web
fellow beings. Tested interview with his daugh-
Covid-19 +ve. Will scuffle ter Niharika four days
& strife through this and  back.

all the three parts, is inter- faces in other roles, the
estingly acting as younger shooting of the first part
Varma in the first part. will go in Hyderabad for

biopic on film- s DORASAI TEJA apart another 15 days.
maker Ram from acting as me in my The third part, titled The
Gopal Varma, college days is also direct- Intelligent Idiot will lay

produced by Bommaku ing the film..He is just 20 _focus on Varmaes failures,
Murali, has flagged-off at a years old #RgvBiopic (sic)Zcontroversies, his beliefs on
college in Hyderabad on  Varma posted on Twitter. God, sex, society and also
Wednesday. While the Titled Ramu - The begin- his influence on various
filmmaker doesnst believe ning of Ram Gopal Varma people. It will also throw
in muhurats this film, » the first part will narrate light on his relationships in
however, followed the cus- about the famed directores Mumbai and his infamous
tomary rituals, with his college days, his first loves Taj Hotel visit along with
mother Suryavathi switch- and his involvement in the Riteish Deshmukh and

ing on the camera for the gang fights of Vijayawada. then Maharasthra CM

first shot. His sister Vijaya It will also detail the tactics Vilasrao Deshmukh in the
sounded the clapperboard. he employed to land his  aftermath of the Mumbai
Dorasai Teja, who will man maiden film, Shiva. terror attacks in December
the director's chair for the To feature fairly new 2008.

Meghamsh ‘excited'
to be directed by
Satish Vegesna

Shraddha
Kapoor joins
Green India
Challenge

n fter being nominated by her

fter an impressive
A debut withRajdooth

lot of young at heart flavor,
while the second half, to

unfold in a picturesque vil-
lage, will focus on family ties A

Ashwini Dutt joins Twitter

day after he celebrated
his birthday, leading
producer Ashwini Dutt,
who has been produc-
ing films for almost five
decades, officially
joined Twitter on Wednesday. He
will be tweeting from the handle,
@AshwiniDuttChSome of his first
tweets include responding to his
well-wishers like K Raghavendra
Rao, Suresh Productions, Sridevi
Movies, Dulquer Salmaan and
Nara Rohith who greeted him on
his birthday.
*Thank you to all our custodi-
ans and collaborators of cinema. duced by his daughters Swapna
Your good wishes and constant and Priyanka, he returned to
Distancing himself from  equal screen time to that of support are the reason for our sucthe production fold with renewed
the family genre, Vegesna is him in the film. The script cess. | loved hearing from each energy and was associated with
making Kothi Kommachi as a needed two actorsZ he states, and every one of you! (Sic)Z he films like Devadasand Maharshi.
youthful entertainer, while adding that his interactions posted on Wednesday. He is set to produce Prabhase
introducing his son Sameer aswith Vegesna have been exce-  After his 2011 release Shakti  film with Nag Ashwin next up.
another lead. A confusion llent so far about the script. sank without a trace at the box  To be made on a mammoth bud-
comedy between two couplessA workshop of 10-15 days office, Dutt stopped producing get, the untitled film is touted to
the first half, setin starts soon before we go in movies under his prestigious pro- be a futuristic scientific-thriller set
Visakhapatnam, will have a  front of the camerasZ, NG duction house Vyjayanthi Movies. against the backdrop of an imagi-
However, with the success of nary third world war. It will roll
Mahanati(2018), which was pro- next year.

last year, actor
Meghamsh Srihari
has signed his next, and emotions. The film will
Kothi Kommachi, be launched on Dasara next
with director Satish Vegesna. month, followed by principal
The young actor tells us that shooting. Vegesna is planning
he is ereally exciteds to team to wrap it up in 50-55 work-
up with Vegesna, who is ing days. *The film has enter-
known for his national-award tainment all throughout its
winning film Shatamanam  running time. It will give peo-
Bhavathi. Rajdoothproducer ple the laughs they need after
MLV Satyanarayana rang me the pandemicZ Meghamsh,
sometime back and spoken who will be seen as a rich
about the project, taking me youngster in the film, points
by surprise. leve later heard out. He maintains that he had
the narration and it was an  no apprehensions as such to
instant yes from my endZ  share screen space with
Meghamsh says. another actor who will share

o-star prabhas sometime

ack, shraddha kapoor took
up the green India challenge and
planted a few saplings in her
mumbai residence on
wednesday. Taking to her
Facebook handle, the actress
shared a picture of herself with
the plant and wrote “Thank you
Prabhas for nominating me for
#GreenIndiaChallenge. | have
planted few saplings. Special
thanks to MP Santosh Kumar sir
for this initiative.
#HaraHaiTohBharaHai"
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