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Stopping short of announcing
formally a full-fledged lock-

down across the State, the
Maharashtra Government has
decided to impose more stern
restrictions, including Section
144 of the CrPC and night cur-
few, ban on movement of peo-
ple in public places without a
valid reason and closure of all
public places and private offices
and activities barring the essen-
tial services, for 15 days from
8 pm on April 14 to May 1,
2021.

Announcing a new set of
stern guidelines aimed at
breaking the chain of rapid
spread of infections announced
late on Tuesday, Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray said,
“Without any alternative on
hand, we have imposed stern
restrictions. We have already
wasted enough time. Earning
livelihood is important for
people. But, saving lives is
more important for us at this
juncture.”

The night curfew will be in
force from 8 pm on
Wednesday. One of the major
restrictions will be a ban on
movement of people in public
places without valid reasons as
mentioned in the guidelines.

All essential services,
including medical stores hos-
pitals, supply of medicines,
among others will remain oper-
ational. The local transport
will also function for those
involved in essential services,

the CM said.
Decision regarding inclu-

sion of domestic help/dri-
vers/attendants to work in the
exception category will be
taken by the local authorities
based on the local conditions,
the “break the chain” issued on
Tuesday night stated.

The announcement about
the new restrictions came on a
day when an alarming 60,212
fresh infections were recorded,
while 281 more died in the

State.
Hospitals, diagnostic cen-

tres, clinics, vaccinations, med-
ical insurance offices, phar-
macies, pharmaceutical com-
panies, other medical and
health services, supporting the
manufacturing and distribution
units along with their dealers,
transport and supply chain,
manufacturing and distribution
of vaccines, sanitises, masks,
medical equipment, their ancil-
laries, raw material units and

support services have been
exempted from the restric-
tions.

Among other things, gro-
ceries, vegetables shops, fruit
vendors, dairies, bakeries, con-
fectionaries, all types of food
shops, public transports -
including air planes trains,
buses, taxies, auto rickshaws,
banks e-commerce, petrol
pumps, water supply services,
electric and gas supply services
and ATMs have been exempt-

ed from the restrictions.
Hotels and restaurants have

been allowed to continue home
delivery service, while restau-
rants and bars will remain
open only for in-house guests.   

As part of the restrictions,
the State Government
announced distribution of
three kilograms of wheat, two
kilograms of rice to poor peo-
ple for one full month. It will
give one-time assistance of Rs
1,500 per month to each regis-
tered construction workers,
authorised hawkers and
licenced autorickshaw drivers.

The Maharashtra
Government on Tuesday
announced that films, TV seri-
als and advertisement shoots
will be halted in the State from
Wednesday evening as part of
the fresh guidelines to curb the
coronavirus cases.

BN Tiwari, President of the
Federation of Western India
Cine Employees (FWICE) said
the state government's decision
has come as a “huge shock”. 

“We should have been
allowed to work. Films and TV
shoots were underway with
complete precautions, adhering
to all Government guidelines.
But the complete halt of shoot-
ings is a setback. We plan to
write a letter to the CM,
requesting him to allow us to
shoot. 

“We would take utmost
precaution, figure out new,
stricter guidelines but if the
work is stopped, it’ll be a huge
loss for us,” Tiwari told PTI. 
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With the Covid-19 cases
spiking mostly in Uttar

Pradesh, Karnataka and
Madhya Pradesh, the country
on Tuesday  breached its pre-
vious single-day high and
recorded 1,81,670 cases and
996 deaths during the last 24
hours. Maharashtra contin-
ued to lead the surge by report-
ing 60,212  cases and 281
death.

After Maharashtra, Uttar
Pradesh emerged as second
worst-affected State on daily
rise count  as it reported 18,021
cases, followed by Chhattisgarh
(15,121),  Karnataka (8,778)
and Madhya Pradesh (8,998
cases). While UP saw 85 deaths
and Chhattisgarh 109,
Karnataka reported 67 deaths
and MP saw 40 fatalities.

The situation in UP is fast
going out of hands amid acute
shortage of beds and medicines
reported across state. 

“In past 24 hours, 18,021
fresh cases were reported while
3,474 people were discharged
in this period.

There are 95,980 active
cases while 6,18,293 were treat-
ed and discharged. 
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Soon  after the 24-hour ban
on her election campaigns

ended at 8 pm on Tuesday,
Bengal Chief Minister hit out
at the Central Government
and the Election Commission
for discriminating between the
BJP and the Trinamool
Congress insofar as their rights
to campaign was concerned.

Attacking the BJP, she said,
“They have controlled all the
agencies and are trying now to
stop me from reaching out to
the electorate.”

In an apparent reference to
the Commission, Mamata, who
was addressing an election
rally at Barasat in the northern
fringes of Kolkata, asked,
“Why there is a bid to stop me
only and why the BJP is not
being stopped.”

Saying that she was not the
kind of person to get intimi-
dated by such actions (banning
from campaigns) Mamata said,
“I am not the one who will run
back to safety of home … I will
hit back if I am hit at.”

Alleging that there was a
bid to make Bengal a Gujarat
of sorts, she said, “I will never

allow Bengal to be made a
Gujarat … Bengal will remain
what it is.”

Amid criticism of the poll
body by the TMC for alleged-
ly   acting tough on the TMC
leaders and going soft on the
BJP rabble rousers, the Election
Commission banned former
Bengal BJP president Rahul
Sinha — who is contesting on
a BJP ticket from Habra in
North 24 Parganas for 48 hours
— from campaigning for mak-
ing inflammatory speeches
regarding the Sitalkuchi police

firing in which four persons
were killed.

The ECI banned Sinha till
Thursday 12 pm, after “strong-
ly condemning” his inflamma-
tory statements. It “sternly
warned him to be careful from
such statements while making
public utterances” during the
election. 

Sinha had earlier told that
the CPF “should have shot
dead not four but eight people”
in Sitalkuchi in Cooch Behar
because “such terrorists deserve
to be killed like that.”
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Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Tuesday isolated himself after
some officials in his contact test-
ed positive for Covid-19. “The
officers of my office tested pos-
itive for coronavirus. They were
in touch with me, therefore, as
a precaution, I am isolating
myself and starting all my work
digitally,” the CM said.
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As the national Capital
logged record 13,468 new

Covid-19 cases in a span of 24
hours, Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal on Tuesday
appealed to the Centre to
cancel the Class 10 and 12
board exams and explore
alternative methods, including
online exams. 

Warning that conducting
the exams may contribute to
the large-scale spread of the
virus, he said the exam centres
could emerge as major
hotspots.

“Six lakh children in Delhi
are going to write CBSE exams.
Nearly one lakh teachers will
be a part of it. These (the cen-
tres) can become major
hotspots leading to large-scale
spreading of corona. Children’s
lives and health are very
important to us. I request the
Centre to cancel the CBSE
exams,” he said at a Press con-
ference on Tuesday afternoon.

The Central Board of
Secondary Education can
explore other methods,
including online exams and
promoting students on the
basis of internal assessments,
he said. “Several countries
have done it, some States in
India are doing it too,” he
added. 
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In a major breakthrough, the
Commissionerate police on

Tuesday arrested dreaded rob-
ber Dillip Kumar Nayak, who
had been on the run for the five
years, from the Baragada area
here.

The cops seized stolen gold
jewellery worth Rs 50 lakh,
cash of Rs 44,000, three motor-
cycles, a four-wheeler, six
mobile phones and tools used
for robbery from his posses-
sion. The 28-year-old Nayak, a
native of Nayagarh district,
was most wanted since 2016.
His modus operandi was that

he used to conduct recce of
houses impersonating himself
as a painter during daytime and
execute his robbery plan in
night. 

After committing robbery,
he used to sell stolen items out-
side Bhubaneswar. It is also
alleged that he attempted to
rape women during his loot bid
quite a few times. Nayak main-
tained a luxurious lifestyle with
stolen money and gave expen-
sive gifts to his two wives.The
police took him on remand in
connection with 11 cases pend-
ing against him for probe.
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Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on

Tuesday appealed to the people
of Pipili to vote for peace and
development in the April 17 by-
election. Pradhan said there has
been no peace in this area since
last 40 years. 

To attain Modi’s Mantra of
‘Sab ka satha-sabka bikassh-
sabka biswas, reestablishment
of peace in Pipili is essential,
Pradhan said. Pradhan under-
took a marathon campaign for
BJP candidate Ashrit

Pattanayak, starting from a
road show from Uttar Square
to Gudiapokhari. Pradhan stat-
ed that he has spoken DG of
Police to maintain peace in
area and also urged CEO to
ensure peaceful and impartial
election. 

“Only when peace prevail
in area, there would be devel-
opment and progress; it will
bring employment for people;
poverty will be eradicated;
agricultural produce of area
would get market and famous
Pipili applique works would get
a boost,” Pradhan stated .
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Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Tuesday

launched two IT-enabled mod-
ules in line with the 5T initia-
tives and attended an orienta-
tion programme for the 100
newly-recruited Junior
Executive Assistants in the
Odisha Mining Corporation
(OMC) here.

He advised the new
recruits to work efficiently
emphasising utmost impor-
tance to transparency and
teamwork. By implementing
the two additional IT systems,
the OMC has further strength-
ened its business processes, he
said. He said the

Gandhamardan Iron Ore
Mines Traffic and Ore Dispatch
Automation Project is a tech-
nology-enabled solution which
provides seamless traffic man-
agement for timely ore
despatch from the mines aug-
menting sales and ensures safe-
ty standards and transparency. 

The other IT module
Vendor Invoice Management

System (VIMS) provides a dig-
ital platform for end-to-end
processing of invoices of ven-
dors of the OMC for timely
payment and transparent
processes.The OMC is expect-
ed to be on its path to double
its production and sales in the
next two to three years and
achieve $1-billion revenue in
the next year.
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State capital city
Bhubaneswar on Monday

registered 191 more Covid-19
cases, with which its total tally
increased to 33,893. Out of the
new cases, 146 were local con-
tacts and 45 were from quar-
antine.

The local contacts includ-
ed 14 cases from Khandagiri,
13 from Patia, nine from Old
Town, seven from Unit-3, six
from Nayapalli, five cases  each
from Jharpada and Badagada
and four cases each from
Bhimatangi, Saileshreevihar
and Gajapatinagar. 

Currently, the active cases
in the city stood at 1236. While
32,3386 patients have recovered
from the disease, 250 have
succumbed to it.  

�������
��������	
�
���
�	��	�� �
���!�

�"��#���

�$��	��

��%%&'

�����"���#��$����
%�#���&�����'�����

����������������!��
��������

Many things now come in
social media before main-

stream media. Same thing has
also happened in case of pro-
posed cancer hospital in
Bhubaneswar with donation
from Subroto Bagchi and his wife
Sushmita whose birthplace is
Balangir district.

It was obvious for people of
Balangir and that of western
Odisha to expect something big
from Bagchi as he has got a
resilient attachment to his birth
place. Bagchi visits Government
quarters where he was born
when he comes to Patnagarh, a
sub divisional headquarters of
Balangir.

And his decision to estab-
lish a cancer hospital in
Bhubaneswar disheartens people
here as Bhubaneswar has got
every facility as regards health-
care, whereas entire western
Odisha, including Balangir, is
lagging behind in this aspect.
Hence a good number of people
have expressed their reactions in
social media and urged before
both Government and Baghci to

change place to Balangir. Even,
Bargarh could be considered as
place for cancer hospital as this
place has emerged as a cancer
hotspot of State due to massive
use of chemical fertilisers and
pesticides in agriculture sector.

“Everything should not be
concentrated at Bhubaneswar.
The Government should start
thinking uniform development
of State in all fronts so that peo-
ple here will maintain solidari-
ty with Government which is not
there now in this region,” sug-
gested Sapan Mishra, a social
activist of western Odisha.

There are hundreds of such
postings in social media now,
particularly after proposed can-
cer hospital at Bhubaneswar
with lion’s share of fund from
Bagchi couple’s donation.   People
here also protest affiliation of law
colleges of western Odisha to that
of new MS Law University in
Cuttack. Veteran Congress leader
and MLA Narasingha Mishra
proposed to establish a law uni-
versity in Balangir in place of
Cuttack. 
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As many as 1,784 more per-
sons tested positive for

Covid-19 in the State during
the last 24 hours, official
sources said on Tuesday.

Out of the new cases, 1,035
were detected in quarantine
while 749 were local contact
cases. Besiddes, 46 cases were
from the State pool. With this,
the total positives’ tally in the
State surged to 3,53,086.

This was the fifth consec-
utive day the State recorded
more than 1,000 new cases.
Nuapada district reported the
day’s highest 303 cases fol-
lowed by Sundargarh with 241,
Khordha with 201 and
Sambalpur 114 cases.   

Currently, the active cases
stood at 10,503 while the
cumulative samples tested were
94, 28,469.However, 523
patients recovered till Tuesday,
taking the total recoveries to
3,41,123 in the State.
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Even as the Tika Utsav is
being carried out across

the country as a part of the
Covid-19 vaccination drive,
shortage of vaccine has stalled
the process in as many as 11
districts of Odisha.

Vaccine administration has
come to a halt in Sambalpur,
Puri, Jajpur, Bhadrak,
Nayagarh, Boudh, Gajapati,
Dhenkanal, Koraput,
Jharsuguda and Subarnapur
districts due to non-availabil-
ity of vaccine, informed Health
& Family Welfare Department
Director Bijay Panigrahi on
Wednesday.

The vaccination drive was
underway at 505 centres in rest
19 districts of the State. Around
2 lakh doses of Covaxin were
expected to reach the State on
Tuesday while 2.71 lakh doses
of Covishield had been received
on Monday. 

State Health Minister Naba
Kishore Das had on Monday
written to Union Health
Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan
urging him to supply at least 10
days’ stock of Covishield (25
lakh doses).
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According to  some police
officers, who were earlier

posted in Kendrapada district
and also involved in arresting
Haider, the rickshaw puller-
turned-notorious gangster, Sk
Haider, has a good  crime net-
work not only in Kendrapada
, Cuttack and Bhubaneswar

but also in Puri, Jagatsinghpur,
Khurdha, Jajpur, Dhenkanal,
Bhadrak , Sundergarh and
Balangir districts. Though he
was in was in jail for last 16
years ,but he managed to oper-

ate the crime syndicate from
inside the jail by making an
unholy nexus with some
unscrupulous jail staff and
police personnel. Now, after he
escaped from jail, one can pre-

sume how dangerous he would
be for the society in the com-
ing days. If Haider  will not be
nabbed very soon, then in
coming days he would emerge
as a major threat for the police
department as he would once
again let loose his reign of ter-
ror in the State. 

It would be a difficult task
to nab Haider as he used to
engage middlemen, including
women, at the Railway stations
and bus stands in Cuttack and
Bhubaneswar. 

They help their associates
by arranging bus tickets, rail-
way tickets to flee from the
State after completing the
crime, said some of the retired
police officers. It cann’t be
ruled out that the hardcore his-

tory sheeter,Haider might have
hidden himself outside the
State as Haider earlier had
developed his network and
good rapport at Hyderabad,
Gujurat ,West Bengal and  also
at Bangalore. His associates
used to take shelter in the
hideouts at these States, after
committing crimes in Odisha.

Haider used to purchase
arms like 9 mm sophisticated
pistol and revolvers from the
gun runners of West Bengal
and Bihar. The arms and
ammunitions of the gang
members are more sophisti-
cated than the police depart-
ment. So it is feared Haider
would make arms deal in near
future with the gunrunners,
stated a senior police officer.
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In order to deliver the mis-
cellaneous and caste certifi-

cates to students of the 10th
standard, the State Government
has chalked out an innovative
programme and issued fresh
guidelines in this regard.

Revenue Principal
Secretary Bishnupada Sethi
has directed the district
Collectors to adopt the method
enshrined in the new guide-
lines to be followed by the field
officers.

Henceforth, the Revenue
Inspectors shall hold camps on
a fixed date in each school
before the summer vacation
and distribute the application
forms to the students of the
10th standard in the presence
of the headmaster and class
teacher.

The application forms may
be printed centrally by the dis-
trict administration and expen-
diture towards the same shall
be met from the user fee.

The students shall bring
the filled-in application forms
along with requisite documents
while coming to schools after
the summer vacation, which
shall be counter-signed by the
headmaster.

The Revenue Inspector
shall visit the school during July
and enquire into the genuine-
ness of the particulars of the
application forms. The RI will
collect the application forms

and ensure their online filing
through the e-District portal
and thereafter the applications
shall be processed as per exist-
ing procedure. The RI shall
submit a verification report to
the Tehsildar after disposal of
applications and the certificates
will be issued in favour of the
eligible students by the
Tehsildar.

The RI will collect the cer-
tificates and hand over to the
students. The entire process
shall be completed by August
31 each year. The certificates
can also be downloaded by the
students themselves from the e-
District portal, Mail Box and
Digi Locker.

Accordingly, the
Departments of School & Mass
Education, ST & SC
Development and Women &
Child Development shall issue
necessary instructions to their
field offices for extending nec-
essary support, wherever
required, for timely imple-
mentation of the programme.

A Deputy Collector may be
nominated as Nodal Officer for
a district for smooth imple-
mentation of the programme
and providing necessary infor-
mation to the State
Government. 

The Sub-Collectors shall
monitor the programme on a
weekly basis and the Collectors
shall ensure implementation of
programme within a fixed
timeline.
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All are equal in the eyes of
law.  Proving this in an

example, the Puri police on
Tuesday imposed a fine of Rs
2,000 on an on-duty Traffic
Constable posted in the pilgrim
town for violating Covid-19
guidelines by not wearing face-
mask.

Puri SP Samarth Verma
took to his Twitter handle and
shared the news. “We have
fined our own Traffic
Constable of Rs 2000 for not
wearing mask. 

And he, as a responsible
citizen, has paid,” the SP stat-
ed. In his post, the SP cautioned
the public to always wear mask,
else pay penalty.“On being
brought to our notice, we have

fined our own Traffic
Constable ?2000 for not wear-
ing mask. Wear Mask always;
or pay the fine. There is no
alternative,” he tweeted.
Meanwhile, the State
Government as doubled the
fine for violation of the mask-
wearing norm. Violators will

have to pay Rs 2,000 for first
two violations and Rs 5,000 for
subsequent offences. Earlier,
the fine amount was Rs 1,000
for first two violations and Rs
5,000 for subsequent offences.

Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik has announced a 14-
day ‘Mask Abhiyaan’.

���	���	��
��
	����	 ����	�+!

#���� �������

The Cuttack Municipal
Corporation (CMC) on

Tuesday issued guidelines for
mosques in the city during the
month of Ramzan in view of the
Covid-19 situation.

�������	�
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�All religious congrega-
tions within the mosque or out-
side for Namaz during month of
Ramzan would be restricted to
100 persons or 50% of hall
capacity, whichever is lesser.

� Mosque management
committee will be responsible for
ensuring token-wise entry of
persons.

�There will be social dis-
tancing marks at a distance of 6

ft each where the devotees would
sit/stand to offer the prayer.

�There will be no common
washing facility for ablutions
prior to the worship and only
running water should be pro-
vided.

� Persons with co-mor-
bidities/senior citizens/children
below the age of 5 years must not
be allowed.

� Hand sanitisation and
thermal scanning facility at
entrance and after prayer.

�Usage of mask must be
adhered to for all the devotees.

� Devotees to maintain
distance amongst each other
while greeting and praying.

#���� ����

Amidst the resurge in
Covid-19 cases, 10 servi-

tors of the Jagannath Temple
here have reportedly tested
positive for the virus. Besides,
family members of two of the
servitors have also contracted
the virus.

Sources further said three
staffs of the Shree Jagannath
Temple Administration (SJTA),
eight from the temple’s shoes
stand, a staff of the temple
police and a gardener have also
been infected with the virus. All

the affected persons have been
kept under isolation. Puri has
been witnessing a spike in pos-
itive cases for the last few days
with over 50 cases reported on
Monday and Tuesday. 

Notably, the temple admin-
istration recently restricted
entry of devotees into the
shrine every Sunday to carry
out the sanitisation drive in the
entire premises.
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Amid sharply rising Covid-19
cases in the State capital,

Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation (BMC)
Commissioner Prem Chandra
Chaudhary on Tuesday
informed that celebration of
Pana Sankranti on Wednesday
would be restricted across the
city. “As per the guidelines issued
by the Special Relief
Commissioner (SRC), there will
be no Pana Sankranti celebration
at public places in Bhubaneswar. 

However, sevayats will be
allowed to perform normal rit-
uals at temples on the occasion,”
BMC Commissioner said. Large-
scale congregation of devotees at
temples and ‘Pana’ distribution
at public places would not be
allowed in city, he added.
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On the sixth day of the spe-
cial Covid-19 protocols’

enforcement drive, police spot-
ted 9,790 violators of mask
usage and social distancing
rules and collected a fine of Rs
29,71,950 during last 24 hours
across the State.

Cumulatively in six days,
action has been taken against
66,046 violators of Covid pro-
tocols in the State and penal
fines amounting to Rs
1,88,45,150 have been collect-
ed.Police have urged the citi-
zens to follow Covid-19 rules
and  reiterated that enforce-
ment measures would be fur-
ther intensified in coming days.
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Reducing elephant-human
attacks using bees (RE-

HAB) will be launched in
Odisha very soon.

With more and more ele-
phant-human conflicts coming
to fore an innovative approach
has been taken to keep pachy-
derms away from human set-
tlement.

And Odisha is going to
benefit in a big way through the
innovative project to drive
away elephants from the
human territories by using
bees.Due to elephant-human
conflict nearly 400 people have
died in the State during last few
years. Soon Khadi and Village
Industries Commission’s
(KVIC) innovative project RE-
HAB will be launched in

Odisha and other States, where
elephant-human conflicts are
reported in a big way. The RE-
HAB was launched by KVIC
Chairman Vinai Kumar Saxena
last month, at four locations on
the periphery of the Nagarhole
National Park in Karnataka. 

He said project RE-HAB
has huge potential and it will
soon be replicated in all States,

affected by elephant attacks
like Odisha, West Bengal,
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh,
Assam, Tamil Nadu and Kerala.
Union Minister Nitin Gadkari
reviewed the project and said
the RE-HAB had yielded very
encouraging results in pre-
venting elephants’ movement
into human territories in the
areas.  He also emphasised on

participation of the Ministries
of Agriculture and
Environment and Forest for
effective implementation of
the project across the country.

It is a unique, cost-effective
way of preventing elephant –
human conflicts without caus-
ing any harm to both, the ani-
mals and the humans. Under
the project, bee boxes are used
as a fence to prevent elephants
from entering human habita-
tion, thus reducing loss of lives
and property.

Elephants fear that the
honey bees might sting them in
their eyes and the inner side of
the trunk. Also, the buzz of the
bees irritates the elephants the
most. 

Bee fences have reduced
the movement of elephants at
these points to a great extent.
Night vision cameras installed
at these locations have captured
amazing footage of elephants’
behaviour on seeing bee boxes.

A number of elephants are
seen returning to the jungles
fearing honey bees. Also, no
destruction of crops or prop-
erty by elephants has been
reported in these areas since
the bee boxes have been placed
on the passageways of ele-
phants.

States like Odisha, West
Bengal, Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh, Assam, Tamil
Nadu and Kerala are major ele-
phant – human conflict zones
where the KVIC is planning to
implement project RE-HAB in
a phased manner.

Approximately, 2,400 peo-
ple have been killed in conflicts
with wild elephants across the
country since 2015. 

The KVIC Chairman said
that through the project, the
locals residing in these areas
will be trained for beekeeping
and provided bee boxes which
will be used to ward off the wild
elephants.
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Following the growing Covid
cases in neighbouring State

of Chhattisgarh, as a precau-
tionary measure, the district
administration has decided not
to allow the movement of peo-
ple and vehicles from the other
State except the transportation
of necessary goods. 

The administration
blocked all routes from
Nabarangpur district to
Chhattisgarh and set up seven
border check-points in
Kosagumuda, Chandahandi,
Raighar and Umarkote blocks
to monitor flow of people and

vehicles from Chhattisgarh to
Odisha. But the  administration
seems to have lost sight of the
real threat - the porous borders
in rural areas of the district. 

As the virus make a come-
back in the district, residents of
villages sharing borders with
Chhattisgarh are living in fear
due to free inter-State move-
ment of people through the
rural routes which have been
completely overlooked by the
administration.  

The authorities have sealed
all the highways and main
roads connecting Chhattisgarh
which has emerged as a Covid
hotspot. However, rural roads
in Kosagumuda, Raighar,

Umerkote and Chandahandi
blocks are still being used by
Chhattisgarh people to enter
Odisha without any restriction.

Hundreds of workers from
Chhattisgarh are regularly vis-
iting Turudi, Porchipara,
Kachrapara, Jodinga,
Jalangpara and Hatvarandi vil-
lages in Raigarh block to work
in clearing the felled Nilgiri
trees. 

The workers are reported-
ly brought and sent back in
special vehicles arranged by
timber traders. There are 18
undetected village roads in
Kosagumuda which connect to
Chhattisgarh. Similarly, six
such undetected roads exist in

UmArkote, 16 in Raighar and
12 in Chandahandi.

A villager of Chandahandi
said businessmen, daily wagers
and other people from Covid
prone areas of Chhattisgarh are

entering Odisha through the
secret routes. “While the mains
roads have been sealed, the
undetected village routes may
lead to a spike in Covid cases
in the border areas,” he said. 
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The Commissionerate police
on Tuesday arrested gang-

ster Haider’s associate Yakub
Khan, who had surrendered
before police on Monday.

Yakub used to visit Haider
at the SCB Medical College
Hospital during the latter’s
treatment and bring food for
him. When interrogated, Yakub
said he was not aware of
Haider’s intention of escaping
from the hospital. As per a
complaint filed by Jail Guard
Md Mousim at the Mangalabag
police station in Cuttack,
Haider’s son, brother, nephew,
brother-in-law and son-in-law

used to visit gangster at the
hospital cabin frequently.
Mousim further stated that
when he was on the duty to
guard Haider, the gangster’s rel-
atives came closer to him and

threw a poisonous substance,
after which he fell uncon-
scious. When he regained con-
sciousness, he along with other
jail guards searched for Haider
but in vain.
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The State Forest and
Environment Department

has nominated environmen-
talist and Orissa Environmental
Society (OES) secretary Dr
Jayakrushna Panigrahi as an
expert member in the field of
ecology and environment of
the Chandaka-Dampara
Wildlife Sanctuary. 

This is in compliance with
a 2016 notification of the
Union Ministry of
Environment, Forest and

Climate Change, which pro-
vides guidelines for declaring
eco-sensitive zones around
national parks and wildlife
sanctuaries to create some kind
of ‘shock absorbers’ for the pro-
tected areas.

Along him, Non-
Governmental Organisation
(NGO) Wildlife Trust of India,
Bhubaneswar has also been
nominated to the Eco-Sensitive
Zone Monitoring Committee.

Panigrahi’s name has also
found a place in the recently-
constituted Taskforce for Forest

Fire and the Advisory
Committee of the Chandaka-
Dampara Sanctuary.
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In a first-of-its-kind initiative,
the State Government has

decided to set up of a Centre of
Excellence ‘Odisha Water
Academy’ at Bhubaneswar.

The academy will function
as a pioneering training and
capacity building institution
in the field of water and waste-
water service provision. The
main objective of the institu-
tion is to enhance the quality
and service levels in the sector
for customer satisfaction and
for better health and environ-

ment outcomes. The Odisha
Water Academy is another pro-
gressive step in line with the
Chief Minister’s vision towards
transformative reforms in water
and waste water sector, said
Minister for Housing & Urban
Development and Panchayati
Raj & Drinking Water Pratap
Jena on Tuesday.

The academy would be
beneficial to the personnel
working under the Water
Corporation of Odisha
(WATCO), Public Health
Engineering Organisation
(PHEO), Odisha Water Supply

and Sewerage Board (OWSSB)
and other related organisa-
tions for their capacity devel-
opment, he added. The acade-
my would be registered as a
Society under the Societies
Registration Act, 1860 and
would work under adminis-
trative control of the WATCO. 

It would be managed under
its own Memorandum of
Association and Rules &
Regulations with a Governing
Body headed by the Principal
Secretary, Housing &Urban
Development Department-
cum-Chairman, WATCO.
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Revenue Inspector (RI),
Bhismagiri Circle under

Digapahandi Tehsil, Ganjam, A
Srikant Kumar Dora was
arrested in a bribery case on
Tuesday.

Dora was caught red-
handed while demanding and
accepting the illegal gratifica-
tion of Rs 5,000 from com-
plainant Subash Chandra
Panda of Bhismagiri village,
Digapahandi, in order to con-
duct demarcation of a disput-
ed land.   

Dora's residential house at
Gosaninuagaon, Brahmapur
and office room at Bhismagiri
Circle under Digapahandi
Tehsil, Ganjam were searched.
A case was registered in this
connection by the Vigilance. 
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Six persons were arrested on
Sunday for the attack on

police on March 27 at village
Mukundapur under the
Jenapur police station in  Jajpur
district and raids were still on
to nab the others involved in
this case.

According to Jenapur
police station IIC Ashis Kumar
Sahoo, two police personnel
were injured and a police vehi-
cle was damaged in the attack.

The accused were identi-
fied as Sangram Kishor Sahoo
(31), Udaya Narayan Sahoo
(38), Kalia Rout (24),
Somyaranjan Sahoo (30),
Bhimasen Ojha (50) and
Basudev Pradhan (18). A case

has been registered against
them under Sections 147, 148,
149,353, 336 ,323, 504, 506 and
427 of IPC.
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Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Tuesday

announced a package of Rs 155
crore for the overall develop-
ment of the Baleswar munici-
pal area.

After a two-phase intensive
discussion to finalise the pro-
ject on the advice of CM, Chief
Secretary Suresh Chandra
Mahapatra, 5T Secretary VK
Pandian and Works Secretary
Dr Krishan Kumar had made
a visit to the district head-
quarters town on Tuesday and
apprised the CM on their on-
the-spot assessment.

While announcing the
package, Patnaik said Baleswar
is one of the prominent towns
of the State and the birthplace
of his favourite writer Fakir
Mohan Senapati.“Recently, I
had promised the people of
Baleswar Municipality that we
would take care of the devel-

opment of the town,” he said.
Out of the package announced,
Rs 8 crore would be spent on
developing the Sahadevkhunta
bus-stand. 

The road from Tumulia
Gate Flyover to Station Square
would be six-lane with modern
lighting system. 

Besides, all the major roads
of the town would be devel-
oped. For this, a sum of Rs 70
crore has been estimated.  It
would ease the traffic situation
of the town. Apart from these,

Rs 14 crore has been allotted
for the development of sports
infrastructure in the town that
includes a multipurpose indoor
hall, a swimming pool. Special
provisions have been made for
training of sportspersons of the
district. 

As the Budhabalang river is
the lifeline of the town. Rs 53
crore has been earmarked for
the beautification of the
riverbed and riverbank with
arrangements of amusement
parks, etc.

The major ponds within
the town would be developed
and the plan includes creating
open space for senior citizens,
etc. Rs 7 crore has been provi-
sioned for renovation of
drainage canals and approach
roads. 

The CM added that the
work is already underway for
teaching facilities of the
Baleswar Medical College with
a spending of Rs 275 crore.
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Orissa High Court Chief
Justice Dr S Muralidhar on

Monday inaugurated the
Busbar Trunking (BBT) system
in the court through virtual
mode. Justice CR Dash,
Chairman, Building
Committee of the court, and
Members Justice Pramath

Patnaik and Justice Sanjeeb
Panigrahi and other judges
were present.

Advocate General Ashok
Parija, High Court Bar
Association president
Jagabandhu Sahoo and State
Works Secretary Dr Krishan
Kumar and Engineer-in-Chief
(Buildings) Bijaya Chandra
Tripathy were also present.

With a vision to mod-
ernise and update the pre-
existing sub-optimal electri-
cal system to a systematic and
efficient cabling system adopt-
ed the technology of Busbar

Trunking System, the Works
Department executed and
implemented the project in
record time without disruption
of the court works. 

The system was charged
ultimately on March 21 suc-
cessfully. The old electrical
systems and wirings of the
court building were not only
suboptimal and inefficient but
also posed fire and safety haz-
ard. The cable laying was hap-
hazard and unsystematic.

Busbars have lower resis-
tance than cables; hence, the
loss of energy due to trans-

mission and distribution is
lower in Busbars. Due to the
compact design and the steel
shell, a comparatively lower
electromagnetic field is creat-
ed around a Busbar as com-
pared to a cable; hence, com-
munication cable can run along
with the system

Busbars help in easy, effi-
cient and safe distribution and
it can withstand fire for 180
min up to 830 degree. Busbars
are fitted with a steel casing and
cannot be damaged by rodents
as compared to cables and are
safe and secure.
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In view of the second wave of
Covid-19, the Ganjam

administration ON Tuesday
decided to close all public
places in the district from April
14 to 21.

This apart, all religious
institutions in the district will
also remain closed during the
period.“It is hereby ordered
that all religious institutions of
Ganjam district are closed for
public for next seven days
from 14.04.2021 to 21.04.2021.

During this time, all religious
places will be sanitised and
Sevayats/priests will ensure
only daily rituals in religious
places,” an order of the District
Emergency Operation Centre
said.

“All public places like
parks, grounds, sea beach and
lake shall be closed for 7 days
with effect from 14-04-2021 to
21-04-2021 for maintenance
and sanitisation purposes,” the
order said. Celebration of Meru
Jatra and Pana Sankranti shall
not be held publicly, it added.
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In view of the rapid spread
of Covid-19 virus, the

Jagatsinghpur district admin-
istration clamped section 144
CrPc in and around several
temples ahead of the Pana
Sankranti and Jhamu Yatra
scheduled to be held on April
13-14. 

Distr ict  Col lector
Sangram Keshari Mohapatra
issued the prohibitory order
on Monday and restricted
gathering of more than four
persons in temple premises
and outside during the Pana
Sankrati and religious ritual of
Jhamu Yatra.The temples

coming under prohibitory
orders were Maa Sarala
Temple in Tirtol, Grameswar
Temple in Erasama ,
Nilakantheswar temple in
Naugaon, Maa Bhagabati
temple and Jagulei temple in
Nagapur, Kanakeswar tem-
ple in Balikuda, 

Muchkunda temple in
Somnath Haat,  Sr i
Gorekhanath Pitha in
Kerekera under
Raghunathpur block and
Dhyanakuda Jagannath tem-
ple under Biridi block.The
prohibitory order will remain
in force for two days with
effect from Tuesday, a release
informed. 
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Aspecial general body meet-
ing of the Berhampur

Municipal Corporation
(BeMC) Retired Employees’
Association was held here on
Sunday.

President of the association
Ch Shyam Murty presided over
the meeting. Before the meet-
ing began, all the retired
employees and office bearers

paid their floral tributes to the
photograph of the former pres-
ident of the association late
Manohar Patra on the eve of his

first Sradha ceremony  and the
members recalled the contri-
butions of late Patra to mark
the event. Later, the members

discussed threadbare on the
proposal moved by the vice-
president of the association
Nilambara Sahu pertaining to
the myriad development works
initiated by the union for the
welfare of the members and
action taken on their progress. 

Working president of the
association Mukunda
Mahapatra, joint secretary
Lakshmi Charan Das, treasur-
er Balakrushna Behera, advisor
Sudhir Kumar Mahapatra and
Nilambara Sahu participated in
the hours-long deliberations
and recalled the contributions
of late Patra.Secretary of the
association Simanchal Behera
offered the vote of thanks.
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With 121 Covid positive
cases on Monday, the

corona graph is in upward
movement in Sambalpur and
also all over the western dis-
tricts. All precautions includ-
ing night curfew have hardly
proved effective to control the
menace.

People hardly bother for
social/physical distancing or
follow the guidelines in public
places like hospitals and malls.
People think that it is work of
the police and administration

to impose restrictions and
contain infection while they
have nothing to with the anti-
Corona measures. Within a
week, the police and MVIs
have collected lakhs of rupees
as fine from the erring public
all over the district.

Still then some people are
seen without masks and hel-
mets in the heart of the city
either to show their high-
handedness or ignorance.

It was expected that night
curfew and strict guidelines
will have a control over the sit-
uation. But hardly is any devel-
opment seen and scorching
heat has added to the difficul-
ties of the people and law
enforcement agencies.

In the current week, 508
persons (including today’s fig-
ure) have been found to be
Covid positive, as seen from
the district Health Department
report. It was 86 on Sunday
and 77 on Saturday. “In such a

situation, it is people who
need to be careful and help to
break the chain. 

By following the simple
guidelines of maintaining
physical distance and putting
mask on faces all the time, this
could be achieved,” said
Collector of Sambalpur
Subham Saxena, when con-
tacted about spreading of the
disease. “We are also watchful
to the situation and updating
exclusive wards for Covid in
VSSIMSAR further to meet the
needs of the patients,” he
added.

Notably, the situation in
Bargarh, Sundargarh,
Kalahandi, Nuapada and other
districts of western Odisha is
alarming and the respective
administrations and health
departments in particular are
working their best to break the
chain with appeal to the pub-
lic to be extra careful during
this crucial hour. 
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The vehicular traffic on NH-
60 was disrupted for about

6 hours from 7 am on Monday
as the residents of Chasakhand
demanding an all-weather
road, picketed on the NH near
the Fuladi Square.

As a result, hundreds of
vehicles were stranded midway
under scorching heat causing

several inconveniences to the
commuters as well as drivers.
The picketing was lifted after
the Sub Collector assured them
of addressing their issues.
District Collector K Sudarshan

Chakravarthy said that he
would hold talks with the land
owners of the land on which
the road was constructed, said
Premaranjan Patra who led
the agitation.  “The villagers

demand a motorable road, a
stretch of about 3 km from the
NH to village Chasakhand.
The existing road is made on
private lands. Since the road
turned dilapidated and unwor-
thy, it is very difficult as well as
risky to ply vehicles on the
stretch of road. 

The road leads to
Baghajatin memorial where
the freedom fighter fought his
last battle with the British.
Hundreds of tourists including
from Bengal visit place to pay
homage as well as to seememo-
rial but they face a tough time
crossing stretch,” added Patra.
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The Amway has announced
the launch of

Chyawanprash by Nutrilite
under its f lagship brand
Nutrilite. It is a concentrated
blend of nutrient-rich 32 herbs
authenticated by DNA finger-
printing made with 16 certified
organic ingredients and with
no preservatives.

Inspired by classical Indian
recipe, the Nutrilite

Chyawanprash formulation
primarily aims to support
immunity, rejuvenation of the

body, boosts strength and sta-
mina besides helping fight the
day-to-day infections.

Amway India CEO Anshu
Budhraja said, “Amway’s for-
midable presence in the vita-
min and dietary supplements
market with sharp focus on the
traditional herbal category
made it natural for us to extend
into the Chyawanprash seg-
ment. 

On the back of successful
growth trajectory and catego-
ry potential, we aim to capture
20% market share of the pre-
mium Chyawanprash segment

in the first year.” Senior Vice
President-East & West
Chandra Bhushan Chakraborty
said, “Backed with our exper-

tise in the area of nutrition and
wellness, we have indigenous-
ly developed Chyawanprash
by Nutrilite.” 
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Seeing the sudden surge in
Covid cases in the city, from

Monday onwards devotees
have been barred from darshan
of Maa Budhi Thakurani at the
temporary mandap at
Deshibehera Sahi during the
ongoing Thakuarni Yatra.The
district administration has
imposed Section 144 of CrPC
after two priests at the tempo-
rary mandap tested Covid pos-
itive. 

Even Ghata Parikrama has
been restricted for the rest of
the days of the Jatra till April
16. As per the order, no devo-
tee will be allowed darshan of
the deity till completion of the
Yatra. 

The temporary mandap
has been covered with clothes
while 10 priests who are hav-
ing Covid negative certificates
have been engaged to conduct
puja. Barricades have been

erected end to end to restrict
entry of devotees. Residents of
Desibehra Sahi have been
advised to show identification
proof for movement. Devotees

and local residents have
expressed unhappiness over
denial of darshan of Maa Budhi
Thakurani, the presiding deity
of the town. 
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The Bharatiya Bikash
Parishad led by its State

president Surendra Panigrahi
filed a writ petition before the
Orissa High Court against the
Principal Secretary to
Government, Department of
Revenue and Disaster
Management and others. 

He stated that, the lands
recorded in the name of the
deity Radha Mohan
Mohapravu and Radha
Damodar Mohapravu Mahanta
Laxminarayan Das, Guru
Mahanta Tirthananda Das of
Digapahandi under Ganjam
district were sold at a rate far
below the market value to pri-
vate persons including the
Trustee, thus causing losses to
the deity.

The petitioner also had
alleged that, the lands were sold
by changing the upset price
which was decided by the
Endowment Commissioner as

Rs 14 lakh per acre to only Rs
3, 84,000 per acre, Panigrahi
said in a Press release. 

He also informed that, the
HC also passed an interim
order that, the land of deities
cannot be purchased, sold,
mutated until further orders of
the court.

The High Court on hear-
ing the PIL on April 9 report-
edly ordered that, the   names
of private purchasers shall be
provided by the newly added
Opposite Party No.7 to the
counsel for the petitioner with-
in three days upon which those
private purchasers will be

added as opposite parties and
the consolidated memo of par-
ties shall be filed within a
week thereafter.

The order was delivered on
April 9 by Chief Justice of the
Odisha High Court Dr S
Muralidhar and Justice BP
Routray in video conferencing
mode.

Secondly, the court has
also ordered to issue notice to
all the opposite parties includ-
ing the newly added ones.
Replies if any be filed within
two weeks from the date of ser-
vice of notice and rejoinder
thereto, if any be filed by the
next date.

The court in its observa-
tion stated that, it is made clear
that all the sales of the
lands/assets that have taken
place will be subject to the final
outcome of the present peti-
tion. No further encumbrance
on the said properties shall be
created by any of the pur-
chasers till further orders, the
court said.
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As the vaccination process in
the district has been

severely affected due to inade-
quate stock of vaccines, it
would be unwise to celebrate
the ‘Tika Utsav’ from  April 11
to 14, reacted senior citizens
who visited the vaccine center
at the District Headquarters
Hospital to get Covid vaccine.

Many people told this cor-
respondent that strangely, they
found no one at the Covid vac-
cination centre except one
police man and a sticker in wall
which says that vaccination
process will remain closed for
April 11 and 12. 

Even no one was present in
the administrative building of
the DHH.  When contacted,
Chief District Medical Officer
(CDMO) Dr Sujata Rani
Mishra said that vaccines

would be available within six
days.BJD MLA  Sudhir Kumar
Samal said that without veri-
fying stock of Covid vaccines in
vaccination centers, it was not
wise to give a call for ‘Tika
Utsav’.

Samal further added that
the Modi Government who
believes in Rastravada is
exporting vaccines to other
countries to acquire interna-
tional image.

It is quit disheartening that
the Modi Government is dis-
criminating non-BJP ruled
States. Former Minister and
Congress leader Nabin
Chandra Narayan Das blamed
both the Central and State
Governments for playing with
the sentiments of people.
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Skymet, a private weather
forecasting agency, said on

Tuesday the southwest mon-
soon in 2021 that will start
from June is expected to be
normal or above normal for the
third consecutive year. 

In its preliminary monsoon
forecast for 2021, Skymet
Weather said monsoon rain
from June to September is like-
ly be 103 per cent of the long
period average (LPA).  In 2020
and 2019, the monsoon was
above normal at 110% and 109%
of LPA respectively. The last time
India had three consecutive
years of normal monsoon was
between 1996 and 1998.

The LPA for June to
September rainfall is estimat-
ed to 880.6 mm, meaning that
if the forecast comes true, the
actual rainfall in the country
will be around 907 millimeters. 

Month-wise monsoon in
June across the country will be
106 percent of LPA, which

will be 166.9 millimeters of
rainfall. There are chances of 70
percent normal, 20 percent
and 10 percent of above-nor-
mal rainfall in June. 

The monsoon in July will
be 97 percent of LPA, which
will be 285.3 millimeters of
rainfall. According to Skymet
Weather, 75 % chances of nor-
mal, 10 % above normal, and
15 % below normal rainfall in
July.  Monsoon in August is
expected to be 99 percent of
LPA which will be 258.2 mil-
limeters of rainfall across the
country and monsoon in
September is expected to the
best at 116 percent of LPA
which will be 170.2 mm of
rainfall.

Skymet Weather said the
northern plains, along with
few parts of the northeast
region, are likely to be at risk
of being rain deficient through
the season. Also, interior parts
of Karnataka could face scanty
rains in the core monsoon
months of July and August.

“The onset month of June and
the withdrawal phase of
September is assuring good
countrywide rainfall distribu-
tion,” it said.

According to Skymet, “La
Nina conditions have been
prevailing in the Pacific Ocean
since last year. It is however
expected to remain neutral
through the monsoon season.
Occurrence of El Nino which
normally corrupts the mon-
soon is ruled out.”

Indian Ocean Dipole
(IOD) is neutral and is oscil-
lating lightly on either side of
the Zero lines. Its unlikely to
harm the monsoon season.El
Niño and the Southern
Oscillation (ENSO) is a peri-
odic fluctuation in sea surface
temperature and the air pres-
sure of the overlying atmos-
phere across the equatorial
Pacific Ocean according to the
National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA).

ENSO has a major influ-

ence on weather and climate
patterns such as heavy rains,
floods, and drought. El Niño
has a warming influence on
global temperatures, while La
Niña has the opposite effect. In

India, for example, El Nino is
associated with drought or
weak monsoon while La Nina
is associated with strong mon-
soon and above-average rains,
and colder winters.

Out of the 685 districts in
the country, the monsoon was
normal in almost 75 percent of
them, while it was deficient and
below normal in the remaining
in 2020.
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Stressing upon the need for
greater international syn-

ergy in humanitarian and dis-
aster assistance, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
on Tuesday called for South-
South co-operation and high-
lighted India’s role in the fight
against the corona pandemic.

Making this point in a vir-
tual meeting of the Raisina
Dialogue here, the Minister
said even though South-South
co-operation was there for a
while but with increased glob-
alisation it was imperative to
change those fancy words into
practical initiatives.

Underlining India’s role in
providing Covid-19 vaccina-
tions to several countries,
Jaishankar said even before
the pandemic India was
involved in humanitarian assis-
tance, disaster resistance to all.
“We have demonstrated in a
practical manner, our belief
that the world is a family," he
said.

His remarks came in the
backdrop of New Delhi sup-
plying the covid vaccine to
more than 80 countries.
Moreover, more than 6.45 crore
vaccines  were exported as
part of the  Vaccine Maitri ini-
tiative.

Vaccine Maitri is a human-
itarian initiative undertaken
by India to provide Made-in-
India COVID-19 vaccines to
countries around the world.
The government had started
providing the vaccines to other

countries in January this year.
Elaborating upon India’s

role, he said the government is
practical and delivery-oriented. 

“We delivered vaccines to
a lot of countries. But even
before the pandemic, if you
look in terms of humanitarian
assistance, whether it was an
earthquake in Nepal, or a civil
war in Yemen, or a cyclone in
Mozambique, or a typhoon in
Fiji, or a mudslide in Sri Lanka,
or whether it is taking the Paris
agenda forward through ini-
tiatives like the International
Solar Alliance, or how to
respond collectively towards
disaster resilience," he said.

The theme of the Raisina
Dialogue organized by the
ministry of external affairs and
the Observer Research this
year is ”Viral World:
Outbreaks, Outliers and Out of
Control".

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, President of Rwanda,
Paul Kagame and Prime
Minister of Denmark, Mette
Frederiksen and  Prime
Minister of Australia, Scott
Morrison, will also participate
in the conference.

The three-day Raisina
Dialogue starting Tuesday will
have 50 sessions with the par-
ticipation of 150 speakers from
50 countries and multilateral
organizations.
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The Central road making
agency, National Highways

Authority of India (NHAI) on
Tuesday said it has made
deployment of Network Survey
Vehicle (NSV) mandatory to
ensure a better quality of roads.
The NSV uses a high-resolu-
tion camera to capture images
of highways and has several
other features.

"In line with its commit-
ment to provide better roads to
commuters, NHAI has decid-
ed to deploy Network Survey

Vehicle (NSV) to enhance the
quality of the National
Highways. Carrying out road
condition survey using NSV on
the National Highways has
been made mandatory at the
time of certifying completion of
the project and every six
months thereafter," NHAI said
in a statement.

The provision has also
been included as a part of the
standard bidding document of
consultancy services. "The
deployment will help in
enhancing the overall quality of
the highways as NSV uses the

latest survey techniques such as
a high-resolution digital cam-
era for 3,600 imagery, record
images/videos at regular inter-
vals, laser road profilometer
and other related technology
for the measurement of dis-
tresses in road surface,", it
said.

The statement said NSV
will also help to collate data to
analyse the road condition
including measurement of the
road surface, surface cracking,
potholes and patches.  Apart
from this, NSV will also pro-
vide data insights relating to

side drains, road furniture, etc.
The data collected through

NSV survey shall be uploaded
on NHAI's Artificial
Intelligence-based portal Data
Lake, where it will be analysed
by Road Asset Management
Cell (RAMS Cell) to assess the
condition/roughness of the
road to prioritise for the main-
tenance.

The data will help in main-
taining up-to-date asset inven-
tory and road assets condition
status, the statement said. Apart
from delivering vital informa-
tion on road network planning,

providing relevant informa-
tion on other aspects such as
the development of road safe-
ty measures, etc. It will also
assist in developing Highway
maintenance strategies, analy-
sis of maintenance and selec-
tion of optimal maintenance
regime, it said.

The data collected through
NSV surveys will highlight
deficiencies in road condi-
tions, prompting BOT (build,
operate, transfer) opera-
tors/NHAI officials to take
corrective steps to bring the
road condition to the desired

level, NHAI said. This will
further result in better upkeep
of National Highways, leading
to more comfort and better
travel experience for Highways
users, it added.
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India and France on Tuesday
reviewed the entire gamut of

their bilateral relation includ-
ing strategic ties during talks
here between External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and his
French counterpart Jean-Yves
Le Drian.

Besides growing econom-
ic, defence and strategic ties,
the two leaders also discussed
the regional as well as global
challenges. The French Minis-
ter arrived here on Monday
evening on a three-day visit to
explore ways to further boost
cooperation between the two
countries, including in the
Indo-Pacific region.

Incidentally, the talks were
held days after the
Quadrilateral countries includ-
ing India, the US, Japan, and
Australia participated in a naval
drill led by the French navy in

the eastern Indian Ocean
region last week. 

The three-day exercise ‘La
Perouse’ was a reflection of
their growing strategic coop-
eration in the region.

The exercise witnessed
complex and advanced naval
operations including surface
warfare, anti-air warfare and air
defence exercises. The Indian
Navy had said its participation
demonstrated the shared values
with friendly navies ensuring
freedom of seas and commit-
ment to an open, inclusive

Indo-Pacific and a rules-based
international order.

Meanwhile, after the talks
on Tuesday, Jaishankar said
India and France will advance
their shared post-COVID-19
agenda through "close collab-
oration".

"A comfortable, substan-
tive and productive discussion
with FM @JY_LeDrian. India
and France will advance their
shared post-COVID agenda
through close collaboration," he
tweeted.

French ambassador

Emmanuel Lenain described
the meeting as "excellent".
"Excellent meeting b/w
@JY_LeDrian @francedip-
lo_EN & @DrSJaishankar
@MEAIndia. The ministers
discussed all aspects of the
bilateral strategic partnership,
regional & global challenges
and cooperation at the
#UNSC," Lenain said in a
tweet.

On Monday, the Ministry
of External Affairs said the visit
by the French foreign minister
will pave the way for further
strengthening of bilateral part-
nership across trade, defence,
climate, migration and mobil-
ity, education and health sec-
tors in the post-COVID-19
context.

The French embassy said
Le Drian is undertaking the
visit to strengthen strategic
ties between France and India,
boost cooperation in several

fields, particularly the Indo-
Pacific.

The defence and security
ties between India and France
are on an upswing in the last
few years. India had signed an
inter-governmental agreement
with France in September 2016
for procurement of 36 Rafale
fighter jets at a cost of around
Rs 58,000 crore.  Dassault
Aviation, the manufacturer of
Rafale jets, has delivered 14 air-
craft to the IAF so far.

visit came a week after a
three-part investigative series
by French media outlet,
Mediapart revealed, based on
French anti-corruption agency
audit, how French aircraft man-
ufacturer Dassault Aviation
had paid �1 million to an
Indian company owned by a
middleman, Sushen Gupta, in
connection with the �7.87 bil-
lion Rafale deal between India
and France in 2016.
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KVIC chairman Vinai
Kumar Saxena is all set to

take on  activist Medha Patkar
in West Bengal where she has
been addressing a series of
“Kisan Panchayats”.

Saxena will be holding par-
allel dialogues with the locals.
Saxena and Patkar are locked in
the legal battle for over 20 years.

Saxena alleged that it was
because of Patkar’s agitations in
Singur in 2007 that industrial
development in West Bengal
stopped and caused a huge loss
of employment and livelihood
in the state. And again, by
spreading falsehood and insti-
gating farmers, Patkar was
attempting to deprive them of
the benefits of the farm bills
enacted by the Central
Government, he said.

Citing the FIR registered
against Patkar and her aides by

Delhi Police in connection
with the  January 26 violence in
Delhi, Saxena said Patkar has
a history of provoking violence
in the guise of protests.

“Patkar was the main con-
spirator of the violence in
Singur. Similarly, in the
Narmada valley, she instigated
farmers to attack police and
government officials on a num-
ber of occasions. 

It was Patkar, who gave
false testimony against India in
the USA, which led to the with-
drawal of the World Bank sup-
port to the Sardar Sarovar
Dam. Her anti-dam protests in
Madhya Pradesh led to the suf-
ferings of lakhs of farmers due
to the non-availability of
Narmada water for over 20
years in Gujarat and Rajasthan.
Industrial growth in Madhya
Pradesh was severely ham-
pered due to power shortage
arising out of delay in com-

missioning of hydro-power
projects on River Narmada,”
Saxena said.

Saxena, who has ly dragged
Patkar to courts in several
criminal cases said all agitations
staged by Patkar were guided
by her foreign masters with the
sole objective of stalling the
pace of development in India. 

“Be it her anti-dam protests
in Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat
and Rajasthan or her agitation
in West Bengal against the
TATA Nano project in Singur,
the motive has been clear –
stalling the development pro-
jects by misleading the local
tribals and villagers. Medha
Patkar’s foreign connections
are already in the public
domain and her presence in
West Bengal is an indication of
further unrest and support to
the anti-India forces that do not
want any development in the
state,” he said. 
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At a time when Covid-19
induced Covid-19 crisis

has made lending a challenging
proposition, the National
Cooperative Development
Corporation (NCDC) has
secured a Euro  68.87 million
(nearly �600 crore) loan from
Deutsche Bank, Germany’s
largest bank, for onward lend-
ing to cooperative societies in
the country.

An agreement was inked

between the NCDC, a devel-
opment finance statutory insti-
tution under the Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare, and the German Bank
in this regard in the presence
of Union Agriculture Minister,
Narendra Singh Tomar here on
Tuesday.

On the occasion, a pact was
also signed between the
Kolkata-based Indian Chamber
of Commerce and the NCDC,
according to which India Inc
will help boost farmers' link-

ages with markets and sell pro-
duce in the private sector.

Tomar said that Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi
has given a new vision to
India’s agrarian landscape and
to her economic relations with
Germany. He added that the
Farmer Producer
Organizations (FPOs) being
set up in the country would be
able to access easier credit and
market through the NCDC
agreements with ICC and
Deutsche Bank. “This will help

fill gaps and challenges being
faced by the farmers and ulti-
mately boost their income to
make them self-reliant.”

This is for the first time
that one of the largest European
banks is lending to the NCDC.
In a statement, Kaushik
Shaparia, CEO & Country
Head, Deutsche Bank AG, said
that he looked forward to a
robust relationship with NCDC
in the agri space.

While Agriculture
Secretary Sanjay Agarwal

talked about financial steps
taken in recent years to devel-
op markets and boost farmers’
income, NCDC MD Sundeep
Nayak said that the financing
would help NCDC to assist
farmers to make a successful
pivot towards sustainable, cli-
mate-smart agriculture. “Right
from our founding as an organ-
isation since 1963 for co-oper-
atives, we have always strived
to support farmers in their
journey to achieve sustainable
livelihoods,” said the MD.

Cooperatives are not a new
phenomenon for Germany. In
fact, today, Germany’s 7,500
cooperative enterprises have
more than 20 million members.
India’s cooperatives too figure
among the world’s top rank-
ings. 94 per cent of Indian
farmers are members of at
least one cooperative.

Deutsche Bank’s initiative
in India is just one of the
many key business interests
shown by German companies
in India over the years. Today,

more than 1700 German com-
panies are active in India, pro-
viding around 4, 00,000 direct
and indirect jobs. Germany is
India's largest trading partner
in Europe and among India's
top ten global trade partners,
said Shaparia.

Aditya Bagri, Co Chair of
Indian Chamber of Commerce
Committee on Agribusiness
and Food Processing in a state-
ment said that the ICC-NCDC
MoU, would have a  focus on
exports promotion by FPOs.
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The Centre on Tuesday
maintained that there was

no vaccine shortage given that
over 1.67 crore Covid-19 vac-
cine doses were still available
with States and UTs and the
main problem was that of bet-
ter planning.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan said

so far states and UTs have
received 13,10,90,370 vaccine
doses, out of which the total
consumption, including
wastage, has been 11,43,69,677.

"As per 11 am data,
unutilised doses available with
states and union territories for
administration is 1,67,20,693.
From now till April end,
2,01,22,960 doses are in supply
pipeline to states and UTs," he
said.

"This clearly shows that
the problem is of lack of better
planning, not of vaccine doses
shortage. We have made avail-
able vaccine doses to states and
UTs from time to time and as
we told you earlier that to big-
ger states we give a supply of
four days at once and on the
fourth and fifth day we replen-
ish the supply. For smaller
states, at once we supply 7-8
days vaccine doses and on the
seventh or eighth day their sup-
ply is replenished," he added.

Bhushan said each state
government should find out  at
cold chain points how many
unutilised doses are lying
unused.If necessary, then from
one cold chain point to anoth-
er the doses have to be reap-
propriated based on the con-
sumption patterns.

"In any state, the case
might be that in one district
more consumption is taking
place while in another there is
less consumption. Our request
to state governments to ascer-

tain where the doses can be
reappropriated from," he
added.

Bhushan  also said Kerala
has zero wastage of vaccine
doses while on the other hand
there are states which are reg-
istering 8-9 percent wastage.
Giving details of the coron-
avirus situation in the country,
Bhushan said the previous
highest surge has already been
crossed and the trend is going
upward and that is a cause for
worry and that is something
they continuously share with
the states and UTs and try to
help them tackle the pandem-
ic in a more effective manner.

Amid reports of shortage
of remdesivir, he said the drug
is to be given only to hospital-
ized, serious patients and those
on oxygen support, and there
is no question of its use in the
home setting and it is not to be
procured from chemist shops.

He also added that Ayush
products can be embraced for
boosting immunity.
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Election Commissioner
Sushil Chandra took over

the post of Chief Election
Commissioner on Tuesday,
after outgoing CEC Sunil Arora
demitted office on Monday.

Chandra has been an
Election Commissioner since
February 15, 2019 and a mem-
ber of the Delimitation
Commission for delimitation of
Jammu and Kashmir since
February 18, 2020, the Election
Commission said in a state-
ment. Under him, the EC will

hold assembly polls in Goa,
Manipur, Uttarakhand, Punjab
and Uttar Pradesh. The term of
the assemblies of Goa,
Manipur, Uttarakhand and
Punjab ends on various dates in
March next year. The term of
the Uttar Pradesh assembly
ends on May 14 next year.

According to the EC, as an
Indian Revenue Service officer,
Chandra held several posts in
the Income Tax department for
nearly 39 years. He had been
the chairman of the Central
Board of Direct Taxes from
November 1, 2016 to February
14, 2019.

Chandra, a retired IAS offi-
cer, completed his tenure of
nearly 29 months as CEC, hav-
ing led the EC during the 2019
Lok Sabha Elections. He is
also an ex-officio member of
the Delimitation Commission
since February 18, 2020 look-
ing after the process in the
Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Having held several posts
in the Income Tax Department
for nearly 39 years, Mr.
Chandra was appointed the
Central Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) Chairman on
November 1, 2016. He spent
considerable time as Director
of Investigation and Director
General of Investigation,
Mumbai and Gujarat, respec-
tively followed by his stint as
Member (Investigation), CBDT
and thereafter assuming the
post of Chairman of this apex
body.
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Jammu: Jammu and Kashmir
on Tuesday logged the highest
single day spike in its Covid-19
tally as 1,269 new cases and
three deaths were recorded
during last 24 hours.

Officials said that of the
new cases, 582 were from the
Jammu division and 687 from
the Kashmir division while
493 patients were discharged
from different hospitals after
recovery.

So far, 140,650 people have
been infected with coronavirus
in J&K out of which 129,932
have recovered, and 2,037 have
succumbed.

The number of active cases
is 8,681 out of which 3,267 are
from the Jammu division and
5,414 from the Kashmir divi-
sion. IANS
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New Delhi: The Border
Security Force (BSF) on
Tuesday apprehended a
Pakistani national who 
crossed the International
Border (IB) near RS Pura sec-
tor in Jammu and Kashmir.

The 40-year-old, who iden-
tified himself as Shabbir during
preliminary inquiry, was held
while he was making a des-
perate attempt to cross the
fence. “BSF troopers observed
the suspicious movement of the
Pakistani national who had
crossed the IB near BP No 942.
He was warned to stop but did
not pay any attention,” the BSF
said in a statement.

Shabbir was subsequently
fired upon due to which he sus-
tained a minor injury.

The BSF troopers later
apprehended Shabbir and
handed him over to the police.

The BSF is responsible for
guarding the 3,323 km India-
Pakistan and 4,096 km India-
Bangladesh borders. IANS
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Guwahati: Amid the Covid-19 surge,
the people of Assam are geared up to cel-
ebrate “Bohag Bihu” or “Rongali Bihu”,
the beginning of the Assamese New
Year, even as the Government imposed
various Covid-related restrictions.

The number of Covid-19 cases
have shot up by 732 per cent since the
declaration of the three-phase Assembly
elections held on March 27, April 1 and
April 6.

According to the Assam health
department, the Covid active cases
were only 287 on February 26, when the
Election Commission had declared the
poll schedule for the 126-member
Assam Legislative Assembly. The num-
ber of active cases climbed to 2,387 till
Monday night, registering a 732 per cent
hike.Bihu organising committees in
Assam criticised the state government
after it had issued a Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP) last week to curb large
gatherings in view of the rising pan-
demic.

Limiting the number of participants
in each event, the SOPs made it manda-
tory for the Bihu committees to obtain
prior permission for organising the
events and wind them up by 11 p.m.
every night. Demanding to continue the
celebrations until 1 a.m. in the night,
Brihattar Guwahati Bihu Sanmilani
Samannay Raksha Samiti advisor,
Kailash Nath Sarma, said the govern-
ment could not force the SOPs on the
Bihu organisers.

“Traditionally, the Bihu celebra-
tions start late evening and continue till
the early morning hours. The Assam
government must relax the SOPs,”

Sarma told the media.
Three Bihus are the main festivals

in Assam -- 'Rongali' or 'Bohag Bihu'
observed in mid-April, 'Kongali' or '
Kati Bihu' observed in mid-October 
and 'Bhogali' or 'Magh Bihu' in mid-
January.The 'Rongali Bihu' is the most
important and colourful of the three, cel-
ebrating the spring festival. All the three
Bihu festivals could not be celebrated last
year due to the Covid situation and agi-
tation against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act.

Assam's week long spring festival,
'Rongali Bihu' would start on
Wednesday with the first day being ded-
icated to cattle. Before the actual
'Rongali' starts on Thursday, the 'Garu
Bihu' would be observed on Wednesday
when all the households in villages bathe
their cows by the riverside, followed by
songs and merry-making.

Women will make various delica-
cies, besides 'pithas' (rice cakes) while
the markets are flooded with hundreds
of traditional food items along with
clothes to celebrate the festival.
Shoppers, especially women, throng
the markets to buy their favourite
clothes to mark the tradition of wear-
ing new clothes on the first day of
'Bohag'. 

The people also exchange various
gifts, including the traditional 'Gamocha'
(a white piece of cloth with a red bor-
der having a customary pattern), with
their near and dear ones as a mark of
love. 

Dance, cultural functions and songs
are the main attractions of the 'Rongali
Bihu'. IANS
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Lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh
Government has converted 15,000
primary and upper primary schools
into English medium, with a view to
modernise the education system.

The move is aimed at honing
English speaking skills of children
studying in the government schools,
right from the beginning, so that they
can compete with missionary and
convent school students.

Nearly 1.83 crore children are
studying in more than 1.5 lakh primary
and upper primary schools in the state.

In Lucknow alone, around 60 pri-
mary and upper primary schools have
been converted into English medium
schools.

In every block, two or three
schools have been developed much like
the private schools.

Director, basic education depart-
ment, Sarvendra Vikram Singh said the
hard work and dedication of teachers
to equip students of these primary and
upper primary schools with English
speaking skills has already started

paying dividends as they are compet-
ing with children of the private schools
today.

According to him these schools
boast of smart class, beautiful class-
rooms and 'most importantly, the
school children now speak 
English.'

The Uttar Pradesh government
provides free books, uniforms, bags,
shoes and socks as well as sweaters in
winter for students.

The state government of the day
has also renovated 1.39 lakh schools
under 'Operation Kayakalp' to offer
better academic facilities to the stu-
dents.

Two to three schools in every block
of the state have been developed on the
lines of English medium schools.

According to Vandana Srivastava,
teacher in-charge of Primary School,
Hirapur, Barabanki, her school features
among the top schools of the block.
The school has also been awarded by
the government for its achievements,
she added. IANS
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Minister Yogi Adityanath said that he would not
impose a lockdown, state Minister Brajesh
Pathak on Tuesday categorically stated that a lock-
down could be imposed in Lucknow if Covid
cases continued to surge.

In a letter to the Additional Chief Secretary
Health and Principal Secretary Health, Pathak,
who holds the law portfolio, said that he is get-
ting calls for help due to lack of resources at hos-
pitals but he is “unable to help out”.

He alleged that no one picks up the phone at
the chief medical officer's office and went on to
underline that beds should be increased in hos-
pitals to attend patients.

He added that hospitals should ramp up test-
ing as well. The letter, marked “confidential”, is
going viral on the social media.

The Minister stated in his letter that strict
measures are needed to bring the situation
under control and that a lockdown cannot be
ruled out if it shows no improvement.

“It is unfortunate that private hospitals have
reduced testing. There is a need of 17,000 test-
ing kits, whereas only 10,000 are available,” Pathak
said in the letter.

He also mentioned the case of historian
Yogesh Praveen who died because the ambulance
did not reach him on time. IANS
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Patna: The recovery rate of
Covid-19 patients continues to
decline after a rapid spike in the
number of infected persons in
Bihar. 

The state's recovery rate
was recorded at more than 99
per cent during March, which
has now slumped to 93 per cent.
According to the health depart-
ment, the infection-free rate has
declined after the rise in the
number of infected persons,
which has brought down the
recovery rate.

According to data released
by the health department, the
recovery rate of Covid-infected
persons has declined by three
per cent in the last five days.
According to the data, 85,050
samples were tested in the state
on April 7, of which 1,527 were
detected to be new infected
cases. The infection rate in the

state was 1.79 per cent on this
day, while the recovery rate was
97.24 per cent.

According to the health
department data, the state
recorded an infection-free rate
of 99.23 per cent on March 20,
registering a steady decline. On
March 25, the infection-free rate
had fallen to 99.06 per cent,
which further reduced to 98.81
per cent on March 31.

As per the state health data,
the infection-free rate was
recorded at 96.68 per cent on
April 8, while it fell to 96.03 per
cent on April 9 and 95.13 per
cent on April 10. On April 11,
the figure further plunged to
94.24 per cent.

On April 12, 80,018 samples
were tested, detecting 2,999
new infected persons. As many
as 636 people returned to their
homes after recovering from the

virus Thus, the recovery rate in
the state reached 93.48 per cent
on Monday, said a health
department official.

The number of active
patients has also registered an
increase due to the decline in the
rate of recovery from the infec-
tion. In Patna, 289 micro-con-
tainment zones have been cre-
ated after the number of infect-
ed persons increased.

The number of infected
cases is said to be more in urban
areas than rural areas. The
number of micro-containment
zones in Patna Sadar division is
163, while the number of micro-
containment zones in Paliganj
is only nine. Health Minister
Mangal Pandey said instruc-
tions have been issued to
increase the number of beds for
corona patients in all hospitals
in the state. IANS
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By Arjun Ram Meghwal, 
Union Minister 

The nation celebrates the
130th Birth Anniversary

of Dr Ambedkar, A nationalist
figure whose ideas have an
indomitable spirit and inspira-
tion for every citizen for diving
into the nation-building exer-
cise. 

However, his role as a
social reformer, chairman of
the draft committee of the
Indian Constitution, and as
first Law Minister of the nation
is primarily known. Still, he
wore many hats as a distin-
guished economist, active
politician, eminent lawyer,
labour leader, great parlia-
mentarian, fine scholar, anthro-
pologist, learned professor
&amp; orator, etc., among oth-
ers. 

Now, as the nation has
marked the beginning of the
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to
honour the 75 years of Indian
Independence, it becomes
imperative to reflect on the
multifaceted Dr Ambedkar in
entirety to grasp the gravity of
his ideas, his role as a nation
builder and actions taken
thereupon, to strengthen the
social fabric, building a just
society and stronger Nation.

Dr Ambedkar greatly pio-

neered as Institution Builder
but didn’t get deserved atten-
tion in pages of history. The
central bank of the country, i.e.,
the Reserve Bank of India,
conceptualized from the Hilton
Young Commission’s recom-
mendation, which considered
Dr Ambedkars proposed
guidelines in his book ‘The
Problem of Rupee- Its origin
and its solution.’ 

As a labour member in
Viceroy’s Executive Council
from 1942 to 1946, he evolved
numerous policies in the water,
power, and labor welfare sector
in the Nation’s best interest. His
farsightedness helped in estab-
lishing Central Water
Commission in the form of
The Central Waterways,
Irrigation and Navigation
Commission (CWINC),
Central Technical Power
Board, Integrated water
resources Management
through establishing river val-
ley authority which actively
considered projects like the
Damodar River Valley Project,
the Sone River Valley Project
the Mahanadi (Hirakud
Project), the Kosi and others on
river Chambal and rivers of the
Deccan region. 

The Inter-State water dis-
pute Act, 1956, and the River
Board Act, 1956 are his well

thought out vision.Dr
Ambedkar was the reasoned
voice of depressed class on
every platform. As their repre-
sentative in the round table
conference, he championed
the cause of labours &amp;
improving the condition of
peasants through their free-
domfrom the clutches of cruel
landlords. During the Bombay
Assembly; Poona session in
1937, he introduced a bill to
abolish the Khoti system of
land tenurein Konkan. In
Bombay, the historic peasant
march to the Council Hall in
1938 made him a popular
leader of the peasants, workers,
and the landless. He was the
first legislator of the country to
introduce a Bill for abolishing
the serfdom of agricultural
tenants. 

His essay titled ‘Small
Holding in India and their
remedies’ (1918) proposed
industrialisation as the answer
to India’s agricultural prob-
lem, which is still relevant in
the contemporary economi-
caldebates.

As a member of the
Bombay Assembly, The labor-
er’s echo Dr Ambedkar
opposed the introduction of the
Industrial Disputes Bill, 1937,
from tooth to nail as it removed
the workers’ right to strike. 
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Whenever I think of Baba
Saheb Ambedkar's

thoughts and his sublime vision,
his works for social democracy
strike the mind. It is not a coin-
cidence that Baba Saheb
Ambedkar gave his address
keeping social democracy at
the center when the last meet-
ing of the Constituent Assembly
was held.

He said that the caste sys-
tem and democracy cannot
coexist. That is why the Indian
constitution introduced such
rules that there is no discrimi-
nation on the basis of caste and
language for the citizens living
in any part of the country.

I believe that any nation is
formed by combining its tradi-
tions, culture, religion, castes
and languages. Therefore,
nationalism has no place for
parochialism. The main task of
proving the provisions of the
draft and their justification in
the Constituent Assembly was
only on Dr Ambedkar and
other Drafting Committee
members.
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In a significant statement
Union Home Minister Amit

Shah on Tuesday said that the
long-pending Gorkha prob-
lem would be solved after the
BJP came to power in Bengal.

Saying that the Indian
Constitution had “vast” possi-
bilities Shah told a public rally
that all problems could be
solved within the frame work
of it.

“It is a promise being made
by me that a permanent polit-
ical solution to the Gorkha
problem will be reached once
there is a double-engine gov-
ernment of the BJP in place …
once there is a BJP
Government in Bengal with the
one in the Centre you will not
have to resort to agitations

anymore,” the Home Minister
said without however men-
tioning the kind of problem he
was referring to.

On the implementation of
the National Register for
Citizens he said that though it
was not immediately being
considered by the Centre it
would never in future affect the
Gorkhas upon its implemen-
tation.

“The Government is not
thinking a NRC for now…
But even if in future it is done
Gorkhas will not have to worry
about it because they are as
good a citizen of this country
as I am… They are the pride of
India,” he said.

Attacking Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee for putting a

“full stop” on the developmen-
tal works in Darjeeling, he
said “no development work is
done here … only the TMC
leaders use this place for holi-
daying.” Saying that the BJP
Government would give
“amnesty” to all those against
whom criminal cases had been
lodged by the TMC
Government Shah said that
“by lodging criminal cases
against some of the Gorkha
leaders Didi has tried to ruin
the cordial relationship
between the BJP and Gorkhas
… but that plan will never suc-
ceed.”

Shah on Tuesday held a
number of rallies in North
Bengal including Islampur and
Dhupguri.
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Folk artistes across Tamil
Nadu continued their

protest for the second day on
Tuesday over restrictions on
temple festivals amid the surge
in the number of Covid-19
cases in the southern state.
Their main demand is that the
festivals must be allowed with
a cap on the number of people
participating in them.

The folk artistes were
expecting a good season, but
the second wave of the pan-
demic has thrashed their
hopes.

P. Velmanikyam, the sec-
retary of the Tirunelveli unit of
folk artistes, told IANS, “After
a total lockdown last year, we
were expecting a good season
this to make up for the losses.
Unfortunately, it is not to be.
We demand that the govern-
ment should restrict the num-

ber of people coming to the
temples by putting a cap on it,
as a complete ban is totally
unfounded.”

The Madras High Court
had directed the state govern-
ment to provide a minimum
assistance to the folk artistes at
the rate of Rs 2,000 per person
in view of the Covid-19 pan-

demic, following which the
Tamil Nadu government had
distributed money to 6,810
registered folk artistes in the
state.

The move came after the
folk artistes who were not
members of the Folk 
Artistes Welfare Board had
moved the court seeking to
include them in the list of
beneficiaries.

The court accepted the
prayer of the unorganised folk
artistes and had directed the
state government to pay one-
time assistance to them, thus
paving the way for the assis-
tance to reach 6,810 folk
artistes.

The beneficiaries include
the practitioners of Nada
Swaram, Therukoothu,
Mangala Isai and other popu-
lar folk arts.

B. Ravichandran of the
folk artistes welfare association

in Nagapattinam told IANS,
“The amount given by the
state government is a pittance,
which we used to earn for a sin-
gle performance in one night.
The government should come
forward and relax the restric-
tions.”

The folk artistes took out a
protest march before the
Collectorate in Madurai on
Tuesday demanding an assis-
tance of Rs 20,000 or relaxation
of the restrictions so that they
don't starve.

Sundaram Kalyan, a
renowned Therukoothu artiste
who launched the march, said,
“We demand the state govern-
ment to provide us an assis-
tance of a minimum of Rs
20,000 or please be kind
enough to relax the restrictions
on temple festivals. Please allow
the festivals but with a restric-
tion on the number of people
attending them.”
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Muzaffarnagar (Uttar Pradesh): In a shock-
ing incident, a family lined up outside a win-
dow to shoot a video even as their daughter-
in-law hanged herself to death inside. The fam-
ily even shared the video on the social media
to “absolve” themselves of any complicity in the
crime.

The parents of the deceased, Komal, have
alleged that her husband's family had been
hounding her for dowry, which forced her to
take the drastic step.

The woman's father-in-law and mother-in-
law have been arrested while her husband,
Ashish, and her brother-in-law are on the run.

In the video, even as Komal is seen prepar-
ing to hang herself, the in-laws wait outside.

She can be seen tying a noose around a
beam lining the asbestos roof. She is seen gasp-
ing as she ties the stole around her neck and
tests the grip so it does not give way.

As she lets go and hangs herself, a man's
voice says, “Apne aap latak rahi hai (she
hanged herself on her own).”

The man's voice is presumably that of her
father-in-law. Confirming the video had been
shot from outside the room where she hanged
herself, SP (city) Arpit Vijayvargiya said,
“They had tried to stop her from killing her-
self.” Her parents, however, had a different story
to tell. Komal and Ashish got married in
September 2019. “I had given Rs 5 lakh and a
bike to his family at the time. But his father
Devendra, mother Savita and brother Sachin
were not happy. About six months ago, they beat
up Komal and drove her out of the house. The
elders of the village sent her back,” the father
of the deceased, Anil Kumar, said in his com-
plaint to the police. IANS
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Acase of raping a student for two
years, later aborting and assaulting

her has come to light in the Kwarsi area.
Police has registered a case and sent the
accused to jail. Police is searching for
other accused in the case.

The girl from the village in the
bypass area is a student of class 12 in a
private college in the city. On her way
to school, she met a young man from her
area and fell in love. The young man also
formed a relationship with her by pre-
tending to get married. She was raped

for two years by putting her in a live-in
relationship in the name of getting mar-
ried. Meanwhile, when the woman
became pregnant, she was taken to a pri-
vate hospital and aborted. Later, the
young man refused to marry the woman.
The woman alleges that when she went
to the young man's house, his family
members also beat her up and drove her
away. According to Inspector kwarsi, a
case has been registered against the
accused's family, Sunil Kumar, his father
Rajveer, mother Lallesh, etc including six
family members. Sunil has been arrest-
ed and sent to jail.
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Aligarh: In order to avoid the duty of three-
tier panchayat elections, the employees have
devised a unique way of pretending to be coro-
na infected. For this, they are also making
reports of corona getting infected. 17 such cases
have been caught so far, in which fake reports
of corona have come to light. All these reports
have been issued in the name of private labs.
The District Magistrate has ordered action
against those who are avoiding the duty and
committing fraud.

Training for three-tier panchayat elections
has started. Many employees are missing from
this training. Many have reported for them-
selves and their families to be corona infect-
ed for this. PNS
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The Bihar Police have registered an FIR
against three MLAs from the opposition

parties for violating Covid norms in Rohtas
district, an official said.

Shyam Sunder Rai, the circle officer of the
Nasriganj in Rohtas district confirmed the
development.

The FIR registered against Anita
Chaudhary, Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) MLA
from Nokha and a former minister; Arun
Singh, the CPI-ML MLA from Karakat, Vijay
Kumar Mandal, RJD MLA from Dinara in
Rohtas district.

The three legislators went to the Baradih
village under Nasriganj police station to par-
ticipate in a political event on Monday
evening. The event was organized by RJD vet-
eran leader Ram Nath Yadav. Besides them,
a number of local public representatives and
leaders of Rohtas district also participated in
the event.

“As a duty magistrate, I found that
majority of leaders are not wearing face masks
and not maintaining social distancing norms.
As the second wave of corona is at its peak,
there is a possibility of it spreading further.
Hence, I have lodged a complaint with the
concerned police station against them,” Rai
said.

“We have also learnt that the organizer
had not taken permission from the district
administration for the event,” Rai said.

8�3	������
	9	&����
��#�	 ��	�����
���
�����	�����

���� � �

��C�����������D

In an unusual but welcome step on the
eve of the holy Ramzan month, a

mosque in Maharashtra's Beed became
the venue for a blood donation camp as
the state grapples with a huge shortage
of blood, an organiser said on Tuesday.

The blood donation camp was
organised by the Students Islamic
Organisation (SIO) of India at the
Takiya Mosque in which hundreds of
people voluntarily participated, Rafid
Shahad, Maharashtra South SIO Zonal
Secretary, said.

From the drive conducted all day on
Monday, the SIO collected around 150
units of blood which will be handed over
to the authorities, said SIO member
Khizer Shaikh.

SIO South Maharashtra Zonal
President Salman Khan said that the
organisation has carried out similar
blood donation drives in the wake of the
severe blood shortages experienced in
Maharashtra since the past few weeks.

“We have conducted around a dozen
similar camps in Mumbai, Thane, Latur,
Jalna, Solapur, and Beed and collected
around 500 units of blood. We have
appealed to the Muslim community to

come forward for the humanitarian
cause on the Ramzan eve and they have
responded in large numbers,” he said.

Other SIO volunteers pointed out
that during the holy month of fasting,
Muslims around the world get into a
spiritual and charitable mode and blood
donation is one noble way of assisting the
government in the ongoing Covid pan-
demic challenge with the huge scarcity
of blood in the state.

They assured that all Covid and safe-
ty protocols are strictly followed for the
blood donation drives and over the next
few weeks, many more such camps shall
be held across the state.

The state is currently in the grip of
a blood shortage and appeals have gone
out from Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, Health Minister Rajesh Tope,
Housing Minister Jitendra Awhad,
Congress President Nana Patole and oth-
ers asking people to come forward and
donate blood or organise blood donation
camps.
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had nearly 35 provisions that
allowed the military to hold
primacy in political decision-
making at the Central and
provincial Government levels.

As large swathes of
Myanmar’s territory were
inhabited by around 18 major
ethnic communities, with
approximately 35 per cent of
the population, the majority
Barmar population inhabited
the central fertile basins of the
Irrawaddy and Salween
rivers. The minorities since
the 1960s raised their own
Ethnic Armed Organisations
(EAOs) for self-protection,
which gave the Tatmadaw the
rationale to hold the centre
stage of national integrity.
The 2008 Constitution gave it
political powers by holding 25
per cent of the seats in both
national and regional/State
Parliaments by the nominees
of the Army chief, Senior Gen
Min Aung Hlaing. In time,
the Tatmadaw came to repre-
sent private business interests
of the Generals and Colonels,
not of the Myanmar people.

Moving to the events that
unfolded rather quickly after
the coup, the elected legislators
on the military’s target fled the
country. A group of legislators
went underground and organ-
ised itself as the CRPH, or the

Committee Representing
Pyidaungsi Hluttaw
(Parliament). The military, to
control the civilian protests,
has generally followed the
strategy of closing down
mobile phone communica-
tions and the internet, decla-
ration of Emergency and mar-
tial law to arrest protesters
without trial, and shock and
awe by random killings of pro-
testers. Of late, a change has
been noticed in its strategy. It
has started bombings ethnic
villages to provoke reactions
from the main EAOs. This
would aim to justify the mil-
itary’s intervention as the pro-
tector of the majority Barmars.

What are the options for
civil society in Myanmar,
with its elected leaders and
the EAOs being attacked by
the Tatmadaw? Its main argu-
ment to retain military con-
trol is that the EAOs want to
splinter Myanmar into ethno-
territorial identities.

Interviewed by the Al
Jazeera on March 27, NLD
legislator Sarsa (now in hid-
ing) sought global help in pro-
viding alternative strategies to
put Myanmar back on the
path of lasting democratic
peace and stability. UN Special
Rapporteur Tom Andrews,
however, was unable to offer

any alternative solution. A
similar expression of helpless-
ness and outrage has been
made by the UN Secretary, the
US President, the EU and the
Asean countries.

The international com-
munity needs to treat the
ongoing violence in
Myanmar not as a conflict
resolution issue fit for nego-
tiations, but as a problem of
the flawed Constitution. This
flaw is a deliberate design by
the Myanmar Generals to
permanently snatch their
people’s sovereign rights at
the point of their weapons.

So, what should and
could India do as a neigh-
bour, as a democracy and as
a member of the UN Security
Council? Even if the
Government has taken a poli-
tique approach, the people of
India and the free press has to
step up to restore democrat-
ic peace and humanitarian
relief to the troubled refugees
fleeing Myanmar.

(The writer is a military
veteran, who is a former
Senior Fellow at the Institute
for Defence Studies &
Analyses, New Delhi, and
Ford Fellow at the School of
Public Affairs, University of
Maryland. The views
expressed are personal.)
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As a result of the

Myanmar military’s
(Tatmadaw’s) takeover
of the political power

and arrest of the elected repre-
sentatives on February 1 this
year, the people of Myanmar
came out in thousands to
demonstrate against the coup.
The military claims that it took
over the power under the State
of Emergency clause of the
2008 Constitution (written by
the military itself) because of an
alleged electoral fraud. However,
the Election Commission had
declared the November 2020
elections as free and largely fair.

The court of public opinion
pronounced its verdict through
spontaneous demonstrations
that have since early February
claimed nearly 500 lives. People’s
anger reveals that the military’s
allegations are a mere pretext to
take over the power to protect
the illegitimate businesses of
their family members, threat-
ened by the Aung San Suu Kyi-
led National League of
Democracy’s (NLD) over-
whelming success in the polls.

Though there were no cases
of public unrest or breakdown
in law and order to justify the
Emergency and the military’s
takeover, the military chief,
Senior Gen Min Aung Hlaing,
arrested the President and
replaced him with his puppet
Vice-President, who promptly
declared Emergency for the mil-
itary to take power. The elected
representatives were prevented
from taking the oath of office on
February 1. Clearly, the coup by
Senior Gen Min Aung Hlaing
and other Generals was not
against Suu Kyi but against the
people of Myanmar.

The coup’s consequences
have since played out via pub-
lic protests and random shoot-
ings by troops who have been
given a free hand to terrorise and
coerce the population to surren-
der their basic rights. The seeds
of the Tatmadaw gaining polit-
ical clout in Myanmar stem
from the first military coup in
1962. Following socio-political
changes over the years, the
Generals chose to allow elections
under the 2008 Constitution. It
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Sir — Amid reports of an alarming spread
of the infection and COVID treatment cen-
tres running out of beds and ventilators,
the startling news that India’s daily rise in
cases outnumbers the US-Brazil’s total is
yet to be understood for its incisiveness.
With India overtaking Brazil as the second
worst-hit country, the abject failure of the
Government in handling the pandemic as
it assumes unmanageable proportions is
starkly evident. 

With India as one of the major
exporters of the vaccines to poor countries,
it comes as a surprise that the accusations
against, and denials by, the Government
over the shortage of vaccines are grabbing
headlines now! The disparity among citi-
zens quite obviously undermines people’s
compliance with the epidemic containment
policies of the country such as social dis-
tancing and staying at home. One can well
understand the reticence shown by those
from the weaker economic strata of the
society in defying the safety protocols put
in place by the administration. They have
to go out and work! While showing con-
cern for the lives and livelihood of its cit-
izens, mere rhetoric by its leaders will not
serve any purpose.

Lockdowns are never an answer and
the cascading effect of the one imposed in
March last year continues to be felt even
today. This is amply evident in the
Government’s reactions as well. A lock-
down is a very unpleasant option and one
that the Government should not rush into.
But it is amazing that despite the COVID
fears, the Government has had no qualms
in permitting public gatherings and allow-
ing the staging of special events which have
had a traditional appeal for the people of
the country for centuries. 

Pachu Menon | Goa

������
	��	
��
����	��
	����
�����



Sir — As the new variants are taking a
heavy toll on human lives and the active
cases are on the rise, people in metro cities
like Mumbai are panicking and the migrant

workers are fleeing the city fearing a com-
plete lockdown. After the complaints
about the shortage of vaccines, it is expect-
ed that the equilibrium will be brought in
by the weekend but the States are lacking
in implementation. Soon after a lockdown
was imposed across India in March 2020,
the country saw an unprecedented human-
itarian crisis with over 10 million migrant
workers returning to their hometowns. 

A year later, a similar story is unfold-
ing in Maharashtra. The State Government
and the Centre must take care that such a
situation is not repeated and make adequate
arrangements for migrant workers. The
people are  not ready for another lockdown.   

OK Ramanathan | Coimbatore
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Sir — The Japanese Government is going
to release radioactive water used to cool
the damaged Fukushima reactors into the

ocean. The water will be “cleaned” of the
most dangerous radioactive materials. No,
this is not the plot of the latest Godzilla
movie, this is real life. 

The powerful filter system is of
course safe, although so was the reactor.
Things can go wrong and a polluted,
radioactive ocean would be another dis-
aster. The other issue is that if the filter
works perfectly, where will the Japanese
Government store the highly reactive
material for the next few years? There are
so many worries about this development
and the possible damage to our planet. A
better solution must be found. The safe-
ty and security of all should be accord-
ed the top priority. 

Dennis Fitzgerald | Australia
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The issue of direct payments to farmers for their
produce, as it happens in most other States,
would be a non-issue to begin with, if it was

not in the context of Punjab. Any buyer has the right
to pay the way s/he wishes and the seller agrees,
including the latter having the right to receive pay-
ment directly from the buyer. It is, in fact, laugh-
able to learn that in Punjab, the payment for farm
produce even by the Government agencies like the
Food Corporation of India (FCI) has been made
in the Agricultural Produce Market Committee
(APMC) mandi system through the kacha arhatiya
(commission agent). The Government of India
(GOI) had been requesting the State to streamline
its procurement and payment procedures in line
with the Centre’s guidelines of direct online payment
to farmers and in compliance with the Public
Finance Management System (PFMS), since 2018.
The State had time and again sought extensions for
various reasons. The FCI would like to remove the
arhatiya from the acquisition process to lower its
costs of procurement. For instance, for the first time,
the Cotton Corporation of India Limited (CCI) was
able to make direct payments to cotton farmers dur-
ing the last kharif season without paying a commis-
sion to arhatiyas in Punjab, after the new farm Acts
came into force, before being put on hold by the top
court.

Even the Punjab Government had, until now,
not allowed the central agencies to pay directly to
farmers, irrespective of the party in power. The pre-
vious Government in Punjab, through the 2013
amendment to the APMC Act, had made it
optional for growers to receive payments directly
when farmer unions demanded it. But the farmer
had to give this in writing at least 45 days before
the start of the procurement season for paddy or
wheat, if s/he wanted payment directly. However,
this amendment did not deal with payments for
other agri produce and left it to the farmer giving
an oral option at the time of auction. But in 2017,
the State Government amended the APMC Act to
provide for these farmer payments to be indirect,
through the arhatiyas, wherein the agent gets the
payment for the farmer’s produce and deposits it
in the grower’s account. 

Interlocking: The arhatiya associations claim
that they lend without a collateral and recover their
payments from sale proceeds paid by the FCI to
them for the farmer’s produce. However, they realise
that they would not be able to interlock the farm
inputs, credit and produce markets anymore, as they
have in the past, if payments for produce are made
directly to the farmers. But, the arhatiyas only get
a licence to facilitate purchase and sale of agricul-
tural produce (called kacha arhatiya), and their other
business i.e. money lending to farmers is informal
and illegal. They interlock this credit market with
produce payments when public agencies procure
at the Minimum Support Prices (MSP) and recov-
er their payments. They also charge interest rang-
ing from 18-36 per cent on such loans, depending
on the credit rating of the farmers. The arhatiya also
charges interest on interest on the unpaid loan
besides on the outstanding principal after every sea-
son. Thus, there are multiple methods of exploita-
tion of the farmer by the arhatiya.

However, this interlinkage is problematic main-
ly for the small and marginal farmers, as large grow-
ers are able to avoid it. Though farmers have Kisan

Credit Cards (KCCs) or Cash Credit
Limit (CCL) from banks and the
Primary Agricultural Credit Society
(PACS), but when they are not able
to repay the crop loans at the end of
the season, it is the arhatiya who steps
in and lends to farmers to prevent
them from defaulting for the next
season. The farmers then borrow
again from the bank/PACS after the
repayment to the bank/PACS and
repay the loan to the arhatiya. Thus,
the arhatiya helps farmers from
turning into defaulters. The arhatiyas
lend for even non-agricultural and
social purposes and their cash cred-
it limits for farmers is more open-
ended unlike that of the banks.  

Although there are arhatiyas in
Punjab’s fruit and vegetable mandis
too, and they get five per cent com-
mission compared with 2.5 per cent
in grain markets, there is no MSP or
public procurement for the crop pro-
duce sold in these mandis. Therefore,
interlocking is not that widely preva-
lent in these markets as the arhatiya’s
risk in lending would be higher in the
case of sales made without public
purchase. The arhatiya associations
in the past have asked their members
not to lend to basmati paddy grow-
ers as that would be risky without the
guarantee of repayment backed by
public procurement at the MSP. 

Leasee farmers: The grower
unions, arhatiya unions and the
State Government also claim that
since there is large-scale leasing of
land for farming for wheat and
paddy (40-50 per cent land is leased
informally), it would be difficult for
leasee farmers to produce land
records to sell at the MSP and claim
payments. The State Government

also argues that the payment for the
produce through the arhatiya is a
legal mechanism under the APMC
Act of Punjab. The Centre suggest-
ed that the State could follow the
model of neighbouring Haryana
where the details of tenants/share
croppers can be uploaded on a por-
tal with the disclaimer that this
would not be a legal document for
claiming ownership through tenan-
cy. One of the reasons, other than the
timing of the decision, for farmers
and their unions not wanting direct
payments is that they fear the bank
would deduct outstanding or default-
ed loans from such payments.

The role of the State: This busi-
ness of money lending is facilitated
by the MSP and procurement of
grain policy from the APMC mar-
kets. This enables the arhatiyas to
lend without risk as their dues are
recovered from the payments made
by the buyers, including the FCI, to
the arhatiyas and not the farmers.
The norms for farm lending under
priority sector lending (PSL) policies
have been tweaked so that lending to
agriculture is no longer about crops
and farms alone; they include loans
for agribusiness activities like cold
storages, food processing and the like.
Also, if banks can’t lend to meet the
target of the PSL, they can deposit the
money in the Rural Infrastructure
Development Fund and also buy pri-
ority sector loan accounts from
other banks that have exceeded their
targets. 

Since the State has not conduct-
ed elections to the APMC bodies for
decades, the arhatiyas are able to
dominate the APMCs as the elected
representative appointments are

made by nomination. 
Solutions: If the arhatiya system

is to end, Punjab needs to make
arrangements for the direct purchase
of produce from farmers and ensure
payment to them through their own
collective agencies, like PACS, co-
operatives and producer companies
as is being done in some of the other
States like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh and Odisha for public
procurement of foodgrains. Haryana
has given temporary APMC mandi
commission agent licences to 380
FPOs and PDS ration depot holders
this season in view of a strike by
arhatiya in protest against the direct
payment policy where 75 per cent of
farmers have opted for it.

Unless small farmers are provid-
ed institutional finance access ade-
quately and enabled to use the ware-
house receipt system under which
growers can obtain bank credit
against their produce, they can’t
avoid the interlocked transactions by
the arhatiya. 

To resolve the issue of lack of
land records with a large number of
leasee farmers, Punjab should finalise
the draft pro-corporate land leasing
Bill with adequate amendments for
making it pro-small farmer and
make it into a law. Further, the State
should amend the Agricultural
Produce and Livestock Markets Act,
2017, to make direct payment to
farmers actually direct and, not
direct through the arhatiya! For the
time being, as is reported to have
been agreed between the State and
the Centre, a verification of seller
farmer as a producer of the crop by
a revenue clerk or sarpanch would
suffice.
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Technology is now all
around us. The digital
transformation we have

seen over the last few years has
increased the emphasis on
always being online. For
instance, in 2015, 7.5 per cent
of the Indian population was
connected to the internet but by
2019, this percentage increased
to 34 per cent, according to the
World Bank data. Indian
mobile users consume 8.3 giga-
bytes of data each month on an
average and India is digitising
faster than any other country.

Digital transformation has
opened the doors to alleviating
poverty, creating  opportunities
and monitoring  and improving
emergency response. But it has
also added a new layer of vul-
nerability. A single disaster
caused by natural hazards could
lead to serious damage to crit-
ical information systems and
trigger the failure of entire net-
works. Not only our banks, air-

ports and transport infrastruc-
ture are networked but increas-
ingly energy, education, securi-
ty, health and protective assets
are intertwined through the
cyber domain, too. The remote-
ly-managed floodgates, early
warning systems, waste man-
agement, social sites for crowd-
sourcing, safety information
and space technology for con-
ducting damage assessment,
among others, are now part of
a connected system.

The COVID-19 pandemic
shows that digital connectivity
is critical to societal resilience
and business continuity in times
of crisis. For digital infrastruc-
ture providers in developed
and emerging markets, higher
demand for connectivity may
be counterbalanced by frequent
negative shocks. For instance,
take hurricane Harvey. Back in
2017 when the storm made
landfall in Texas and caused
more than a 100 deaths and

$125 billion in damages, hospi-
tals were quickly overwhelmed.
They lacked the essential
resources to treat patients and
many had to evacuate due to
flooding. While relocating
patients, the staff had to leave
the records behind, with limit-
ed ways to access them from
afar. The shift to different hos-
pitals severely reduced opera-
tional capacity as doctors
scrambled to piece together
critical data. The efficiency and
effectiveness of patient care
undoubtedly took a hit as a
result. The 2019 cyclone Fani
that struck the coastal state of
Odisha, ripped apart the tele-
com infrastructure, with direct
losses amounting to more than
$70 million. In the aftermath of
the 2011 Queensland floods,
over 50 per cent of the organi-
sations reported that they had
experienced disruption in their
business operations to different
degrees as server rooms were

affected by inundation.
Cyber security threats are

another major risk, which have
already taken a toll on a few
notable occasions. The 2015
cyberattack in Ukraine, which
affected the electricity supply,
and the 2017 Wannacry and
NotPetyaransomware, which
heavily disrupted critical infra-
structure services across
Europe, are just a few instances.

The correlation of such
complex events with the risk of
malicious hazards, such as
cyberattacks, may exacerbate
the most vital of societal func-

tions including the authorities’
capacity to mitigate the impact
of these cascading events. In
effect, cascading events make it
difficult to estimate the extent
of any single induced disrup-
tion, as many intervening vari-
ables may affect the outcome.

Such risks are compound-
ed by the fact that many of the
small and medium-sized com-
panies on which much of the
national economy relies are
likely to come with their own
cyber security-related vulnera-
bilities. Multiple studies indicate
that Small and Medium-sized
Enterprises (SMEs) are identi-
fied as a clear target of cyber-
attacks and they are less able to
withstand them. A 2019 study
by the United Nations Office for
Disaster Risk Reduction
(UNDRR) identified that 43 per
cent of SMEs are the target of
cyberattacks. The current ambi-
tion to digitise as soon as pos-
sible as part of the SME recov-

ery and response to COVID-19
has increased the occurrence of
cyberattacks. A 2020 McKinsey
study estimates that spear-
phishing attacks have increased
seven-fold since the beginning
of the pandemic.

To increase the resilience of
digital infrastructure invest-
ments, it is necessary to mon-
itor and measure their vulner-
ability, sensitivity, interdepen-
dency and exposure to risk.
This shift requires investors,
operators and decision-makers
to make sure that disaster and
climate risks are considered in
the location, design, construc-
tion and operation of planned
infrastructure investments.  

For digital infrastructure to
be classified as “sustainable,”
regulators need to include nat-
ural hazards as a key criterion
as well as have a clear definition
of resilience. For that, there is
a need to explicitly require
institutional investors and asset

managers, as well as infrastruc-
ture developers, to integrate dis-
aster risk reduction, climate
change adaptation and
resilience into their decisions.  

With trillions of dollars
ready to be injected into the
recovery from COVID-19, it is
now the right time for the
Government and the private
sector to consider how best
these investments can be
resilient, green and equitable. In
our rush to recover from
COVID-19, we must not miss
a golden opportunity to reduce
the existing levels of risk and to
avoid creating new ones.
Sustainability and resilience are
two sides of the same coin.
Unsustainable infrastructure
undermines the resilience of
those who are dependent on its
smooth functioning. It is time
we address these critical issues
and ask ourselves: Are we
investing in resilience or obso-
lescence?
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The US is recommending a
“pause” in using the single-

dose Johnson & Johnson
Covid-19 vaccine to investigate
reports of potentially danger-
ous blood clots.

In a joint statement
Tuesday, the Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention and the Food and
Drug Administration said they
were investigating unusual clots
that occurred 6 to 13 days after
vaccination.

The clots occurred in veins
that drain blood from the brain
and occurred together with
low platelets. All six cases were
in women between the ages of
18 and 48; there was one 
death. 

The reports appear similar
to a rare, unusual type of clot-
ting disorder that European
authorities say is possibly
linked to another COVID-19
vaccine not yet cleared in the
U.S., from AstraZeneca.

More than 6.8 million
doses of the J&J vaccine have
been administered in the U.S.,
the vast majority with no or
mild side effects. 

Federally run mass vacci-
nation sites will pause the use
of the J&J shot, and states and
other providers are expected to
follow. The other two autho-
rized vaccines, from Moderna
and Pfizer, make up the vast

share of COVID-19 shots
administered in the U.S. 
And are not affected by the
pause.

“I’d like to stress these
events appear to be extremely
rare. However Covid-19 vac-
cine safety is a top priority,”
FDA Acting Commissioner
Janet Woodcock said at a news
conference. “We expect it to be
a matter of days for this pause.”

A CDC committee will
meet Wednesday to discuss
the cases and the FDA has also
launched an investigation into
the cause of the clots and low

platelet counts. 
CDC’s Dr. Anne Schuchat

said authorities have not seen
similar clots after use of the
Pfizer or Moderna vaccines,
and that people should con-
tinue to get vaccinated with
those shots.

The agencies are recom-
mending that people who were
given the J&J vaccine who are
experiencing severe headache,
abdominal pain, leg pain, or
shortness of breath within three
weeks after receiving the shot
contact their health care
provider.

London: The National Health
Service (NHS) in England on
Tuesday expanded the Covid-
19 vaccination programme to
the next cohort on its age-based
priority list to all above 45 years
of age, after it announced that
the target to cover over-50s had
been met ahead of the April 15
deadline.

The Government had set a
target to offer a Covid-19 jab to
all over-50s, the clinically vul-
nerable and health and social
care workers – about 32 million
people – by this Thursday.AP
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The United Nations’ health
agency on Tuesday urged

countries to suspend the sale of
live animals captured from the
wild in food markets as an
emergency measure, saying
wild animals are a leading
source of emerging infectious
diseases like the coronavirus.

The World Health
Organisation, backed by key
partners, issued new guidance
saying that animals — partic-
ularly wild animals — “are the
source of more than 70 percent
of all emerging infectious dis-
eases in humans, many of
which are caused by novel
viruses.” 

Berlin: Austria’s Health Minister
announced his resignation on
Tuesday, saying that he couldn’t
continue in the grueling job of
helping lead the country’s coro-
navirus response because of
persistent personal health prob-
lems caused by overwork.

Rudolf Anschober, 60, had
been health minister since
January 2020, when his Green
party became the junior part-
ner in a governing coalition
under conservative Chancellor
Sebastian Kurz. AP
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An Iranian nuclear negotia-
tor says Tehran will begin

enriching uranium to 60%
purity after an attack on its
Natanz nuclear facility, higher
than the program ever has
before.

Abbas Araghchi made the
comment Tuesday in Vienna.

He was quoted by the state-
run IRNA news agency.

Iran had been enriching up
to 20%. That is a short techni-
cal step to weapons-grade lev-
els.

The International Atomic
Energy Agency did not imme-
diately respond to a request for
comment. 

Press TV, the Iranian state
television’s English-language
arm, separately said that the

IAEA had been informed of the
move. It said the enrichment
would begin as of Wednesday.

The broadcaster also quot-
ed the negotiator as saying
Iran would introduce another

1,000 centrifuges at Natanz,
without elaborating.

THIS IS A BREAKING
NEWS UPDATE. AP’s earlier
story follows below.

DUBAI, United Arab

Emirates (AP) — Iran’s foreign
minister warned Tuesday that
a weekend attack on its main
nuclear enrichment site at
Natanz could hurt ongoing
negotiations over its tattered
atomic deal with world powers. 

Those talks are aimed at
finding a way for the United
States to re-enter the agree-
ment, the goal of which is to
limit Iran’s enrichment of ura-
nium in exchange relief on
sanctions.

The U.S. has insisted it had
nothing to do with Sunday’s
sabotage at the Natanz nuclear
facility. Instead, Israel is wide-
ly believed to have carried out
the assault that damaged cen-
trifuges, though it has not
claimed it. But Mohammad
Javad Zarif still issued a warn-
ing to Washington. 

Kaohsiung (Taiwan): Taiwan
launched an amphibious trans-
port ship Tuesday that’s the first
from its new naval shipbuild-
ing programme begun as
China escalates its threats to
use military force to annex the
island it claims is its territory. 

President Tsai Ing-wen
presided over the launching
ceremony at a shipyard in the
southern port city of
Kaohsiung for the first in the
series of ships intended as a
defense against any Chinese
invasion.

The ship is “designed and
built in accordance with the
needs of national defense com-
bat training,” Tsai said. 

She also called the launch
of the new line of 10,000-ton
amphibious transport ships an
“important milestone for the
national shipbuilding in our
country.”

Taiwan has been boosting
its domestic military industries,
including building ships and
submarines, and is upgrading
facilities on the Pratas Islands
in the South China Sea that are
also claimed by China.

Along with the main island
of Taiwan, the government
controls territory close to
China, including the Kinmen,
Matsu and Pescadores island
groups that need constant
replenishment. AP

Manila: The Philippine gov-
ernment summoned the
Chinese ambassador to press its
demand for Chinese vessels to
immediately leave a reef
claimed by Manila in the South
China Sea and said their pres-
ence was stoking tensions, offi-
cials said Tuesday.

The escalating feud
between Manila and Beijing
started after more than 200
Chinese vessels suspected by
Philippine authorities to be
operated by militias were spot-
ted early last month at Whitsun
Reef. AP

Berlin: Johnson & Johnson
says it is delaying the rollout of
its coronavirus vaccine in
Europe amid a US probe into
rare blood clots. The company
announced the decision
Tuesday after regulators in the
United States said they were
recommending a “pause” in
administration of the single-
dose shot to investigate reports
of potentially dangerous blood
clots.

“We have been reviewing
these cases with European
health authorities,” the com-
pany said. “We have made the
decision to proactively delay
the rollout of our vaccine in
Europe.” AP

Brussels: NATO Secretary
General Jens Stoltenberg
expressed the Western military
alliance’s “unwavering” sup-
port for Ukraine and warned
Moscow on Tuesday not to
push its troop buildup along
Russia’s border with the neigh-
bouring country. 

“NATO stands with
Ukraine,” Stoltenberg said dur-
ing a news conference with
Ukrainian Foreign Minister

Dmytro Kuleba, calling the
Russian movements “unjusti-
fied, unexplained and deeply
concerning.”

The comments came amid
a rise in cease-fire violations in
eastern Ukraine, where Russia-
backed separatists and
Ukrainian forces have been
locked in a conflict since
Moscow’s 2014 annexation of
Ukraine’s Crimean Peninsula. 

AP
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Stock markets regained foot-
ing on Tuesday after the pre-

vious session’s massive selloff,
tracking renewed buying inter-
est in financial, bank and auto
counters amid firm global cues. 

Participants also cheered
the government’s decision to
fast-track approval for foreign-
produced Covid-19 vaccines.
Russia’s Sputnik V vaccine has
received emergency use autho-
risation in India, paving the
way for the third coronavirus
vaccine in the country. 

However, the Covid-19 sit-
uation remains worrisome and
will determine market trajec-
tory in the near term, traders

said. 
Building on a positive start,

the 30-share BSE Sensex gained
momentum in late-afternoon
trade to close 660.68 points or
1.38 per cent higher at
48,544.06. 

On similar lines, the broad-
er NSE Nifty surged 194 points
or 1.36 per cent to finish at
14,504.80.  M&M was the top
gainer in the Sensex pack, ral-
lying 8.02 per cent, followed by
Bajaj Finserv, Bajaj Finance,
Maruti, IndusInd Bank, ICICI
Bank, ONGC and Axis Bank. 

On the other hand, TCS
was the biggest laggard, slump-
ing 4.21 per cent, a day after
reporting its March quarter
results. 

#���� ������

As the economy moves to a
recovery path after a sharp

decline last year amid the pan-
demic, a study has shown that
59% of companies in India are
intending to give salary incre-
ments to their employees in
2021. According to staffing
company Genius Consultants
‘10th Hiring, Attrition and
Compensation Trend 2021-22’,
with this impressive growth
rate, the market is expected to
be stable, and the companies
will also relook at their business
continuity strategy along with
strengthening the workforce.

This year, the increment
scenario seems “welcoming
with 59% of companies saying
that increment is on the cards,
which will range between 5-10
per cent whereas 20%thinks
increment will be less than 5%
and around %thinks that there
will be no pay rise in 2021 too”,
as per the study.
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The net indirect tax collec-
tion in 2020-21 grew 12.3

per cent annually to �10.71
lakh crore, thereby exceeding
the target set in revised esti-
mates, the Finance Ministry
said on Tuesday.

The mop-up through indi-
rect taxes, which include GST,
Customs and excise duties,
was �9.54 lakh crore in 2019-
20. In the Revised Estimates

(RE) for 2020-21, the target was
set at �9.89 lakh crore.

Net collections from
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
stood at �5.48 lakh crore dur-
ing 2020-21, an eight per cent
drop compared to Rs 5.99 lakh
crore in the previous fiscal
year. 

This include revenues from
Central GST, Integrated GST
and compensation cess.

Customs revenue during
2020-21 came in at �1.32 lakh
crore, a 21 per cent growth over
�1.09 lakh crore collected in
2019-20.

Net collections from cen-
tral excise and service tax

(arrears) stood at �3.91 lakh
crore, up 59.2 per cent over
�2.45 lakh crore mopped up in
2019-20.

“The provisional figures
for indirect tax collections
(GST and non-GST) for
Financial Year 2020-21 show
that net revenue collections are
at �10.71 lakh crore as com-
pared to � 9.54 lakh crore for
Financial Year 2019-20, there-
by registering a growth of 12.3
per cent,” a finance ministry
statement said.

It said during the last fiscal
year, GST collections were
severely affected in the first half
on account of COVID-19. 
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The Govt has initiated the
process for inviting finan-

cial bids for the sale of nation-
al carrier Air India and the deal
is likely to conclude by
September, sources said.Salt-to-
software conglomerate Tata
Group was among the “multi-
ple” entities that had put in pre-
liminary bids for buying loss-
making Air India in Dec last
year.The sources said that after
analysing the preliminary bids,
eligible bidders were given
access to the Virtual Data
Room of Air India, following
which investors’ queries were
answered.The transaction has
now moved to the financial
bids stage, the sources said,
adding that the deal is expect-
ed to conclude by Sept.The govt
is selling its entire 100% stake
in Air India that has been in
losses ever since its merger with
domestic operator Indian
Airlines in 2007.

New Delhi:The Government
will look to reduce prices of
petrol and diesel through a cut
in taxes when the time comes,
the head of the agency respon-
sible for excise and other indi-
rect tax collections said on

Tuesday. Record excise duty on
petrol and diesel helped indi-
rect tax collections rise by
more than 59 per cent in the
fiscal year ended March 31
(2020-21) when compared to
the previous year. PTI
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The new privacy policy of
WhatsApp would lead to

excessive data collection and
“stalking” of consumers for
targeted advertising to bring in
more users and is therefore, an
alleged abuse of dominant
position, competition regulator
CCI told the Delhi High Court
on Tuesday.

The submission was made
before Justice Navin Chawla by
senior advocate Aman Lekhi
on behalf of the Competition
Commission of India (CCI) in

defence of its order directing an
investigation into the new pri-
vacy policy of messaging plat-
form WhatsApp.

The CCI was looking into
the competition aspect and
not the alleged violation of
individuals’ privacy which was
being looked into by the
Supreme Court, Lekhi said.

“There is no question of
jurisdictional error,” he said and
added that WhatsApp and
Facebook’s pleas challenging
the CCI’s decision were
“incompetent and miscon-
ceived”.
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The second wave of Covid-
19 infections presents a

risk to India’s growth forecast
as the reimposition of measures
to curb the spread of the virus
will hit  economic activity, but
a double-digit GDP growth is
likely in 2021 given the low
level of activity last year,
Moody’s said on Tuesday.

Moody’s expects that given
the focus on ‘micro-contain-
ment zones’ to deal with the
current wave of infections, as
opposed to a nationwide lock-
down, the impact on econom-
ic activity would be less severe
than that seen in 2020.

“India’s very low coron-
avirus death count (only about

1,70,179 deaths have been
recorded as of April 12) and rel-
atively very young population
also help mitigate risks. GDP is
still likely to grow in  double
digits in 2021 given the low
level of activity in 2020,”
Moody’s Investors Service said.

In its commentary on
India, Moody’s said the coun-
termeasures to combat the sec-
ond wave – some of which are
due to remain in place at least
until the end of April – risk
weakening the economic
recovery. 

However, the targeted
nature of containment mea-
sures and rapid progress on
vaccinating the population will
mitigate the credit-negative
impact.

Delhi Development
Authority held its meeting

on 13.04.2021 through video
conferencing under the chair-
manship of Anil Baijal, Hon’ble
Lt. Governor, Delhi/Chairman,
DDA attended by Anurag Jain,
IAS, Vice Chairman, DDA and
other members of the
Authority. 

Following major decisions
were taken: Master Plan for
Delhi 2041:  The Authority has
given preliminary approval for
draft Master Plan for Delhi
2041. The draft will now be
placed in public domain for
inviting objections/suggestions
from the public.   Master Plan
for Delhi prepared by Delhi
Development Authority is a
statutory document that facil-
itates Delhi’s development by
assessing the present condition
and guiding .
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Amajor step has been
achieved for solving the

traffic congestion in the city of
Jaipur by creating the Jaipur
Central Region as a traffic
light free city.  In a meeting held
today chaired by the Hon’ble
Minister of Urban
Development Shri  Shanti
Dhariwal attended by Gaurav
Goel, IAS, JDC,  VS Sunda,
Chief Engineer, JDA and  and
Anoop Bartaria, Consultant
Designer and CMD, Sincere
Architects along with their
team.The following  decisions
were taken in the meeting.

Feasibility report of four
intersections i.e. (a) B2 Bypass
(b) Laxmi Mandir Tiraha (c)
OTS Crossing and (d) Jawahar
Circle were discussed and
approved. These projects have
been designed to create a con-
fluence of art, heritage and
technology in pursuit to
remove the traffic lights on
these junctions. 
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Directorate of Tourism
Jammu organised the

Baisakhi Festival at Dera Baba
Banda Bahadur, Reasi in col-
laboration with the District
Administration Reasi w.e.f
11.04.2021 to 13.04.2021. The
Festival was celebrated with
great fervour amid following
the Covid-19 protocol and
guidelines. Hundreds of devo-
tees paid obscience at the
revered Shrine at Dera Baba
Village of Reasi which is situ-
ated at approximately 30 km
from the Katra town. The
devotees from across the UT
and also from neighboring
states of Punjab and Haryana
visited the Dera Baba Banda
Bahadur Shrine on the occa-
sion of Baisakhi Festival. It is
worthwhile to mention here
that the shrine is situated at the
village of revered Sikh warrior
and leader Baba Banda
Bahadur Singh ji who was a
close confidant and follower of
Guru Gobind Singh Ji.
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It’s time that we have finally man-
aged to get over the likes of engi-
neering, law and medical sciences.

Alternative career options are now in
the driver’s seat. Students, too, are pre-
ferring to land a job that not only help
them earn a handsome amount of
money, but also give them that much
needed job satisfaction. Not that,
engineering and law lacks it, but it is,
of course, not on everyone’s cards.

As the innovations are mostly
turning out to be multidisciplinary
and/or interdisciplinary, even the
careers are becoming one.

CM Faiz, Director, HKBK College
Of Engineering, tells you that Sports
Analytics/Sports Management and
Audio Engineering are some of the
few options that students can choose
from.

“Sports Analytics is used at every
level of sports management from
school to the international level, while
audio engineering open a plethora of
options in the music and film indus-
try and also in the ad agencies,” Faiz
says.

Also, when one talks about tech-
nology an innovation, there is no
way of not mentioning the growing
careers of Full  Stack Web
Development and Cybersecurity.

“Full Stack Web Development is
the combination of both front end
and back end portions in the life of
a web application. You’ll be glad to
know that full-stack development
jobs are considered one of the high-
est paying jobs in India. This is pri-
marily because of its demand and the
lack of skilled professionals in the
domain. The average salary of a Full
Stack Developer is around �10 lakh
per annum and an experienced pro-
fessional can earn �20 lakh per
annum according to Glassdoor,”
Diwakar Chittora, CEO & Director,
IntelliPaat, explains.

On the other hand, cybersecurity
jobs are in high-demand worldwide
as every organisation professionals in
their security teams to maintain
their security and prevent any breach
of data. “Organisations around the
world are in need of cybersecurity

professionals as vacancies are left
unfilled and these vacancies are still
open,” Chittora adds.

Another one on the list of the
most-sought after jobs of the 21st
century is Data Scientist. “Demand
across the world for Data Scientists
will only grow and the lack of com-
petition for these jobs makes data
science a lucrative option for a
career path. People from across the
world are getting into this domain
due to its demand and popularity.
According to an IBM report, Data
Science jobs would likely grow by 30
per cent. The estimated figure of job
listing is 2,720,000 for Data Science
in 2021. Also, according to the US
Bureau of Labor Statistics, about 11
million jobs will be created by 2026,”
Chittora tells you.

While new-age career options
are the way forward, the question is
whether the school curriculum is
well-equipped enough to help stu-
dents take the alternative way and
makes them job ready.

“The best route to creating job

ready individuals is to involve busi-
ness organisations in the academic
process. With the implementation of
the New Education Policy (NEP
2020) that focuses on industry-
academia alliance and vocational
learning, we will be able to produce
job ready individuals, who will rev-
olutionise the industry and fast-track
the development of our country,”
Alka Kapur, Principal, Modern
Public school, Shalimar Bagh, New
Delhi, tells you.

She lists courses that are on the
priority l ists  of  students.
“Technological advancement and
digitisation of services have expand-
ed the market, and they’ve opened up
a plethora of job opportunities such
as application developers, web cre-
ative writers, bloggers, wedding pho-
tographers, cinematographers,
reviewers, influencers, social media
handlers, digital marketers, motiva-
tional speakers, ethical hackers, web
designers, image consultants, stand-
up comedians and YouTubers,
among others,” she mentions.

Data science is the field of
study that combines

domain expertise, program-
ming skills and knowledge of
mathematics and statistics to
extract meaningful insights
from data. Today, from multi-
national companies to small
startups, every organisation
requires a Data Scientist for
proper usage of the huge
amount of data it generates and
stores.

The rising demand for data
science professionals presses
on the need to have some sig-
nificant courses and curriculum
to skill-up the budding leaders.

Here is a list of India’s top
institutes offering comprehen-
sive and advanced data science
online courses that can  help
learners acquire the right skill
set and land their dream job.

Henry Harvin: The course
equips students with the most
essential skills needed to apply
data science in any number of
real-world contexts. It blends
theory, computation, and appli-
cation in a most easy-to-under-
stand and practical way. The
training duration is 40 hours
with 12 month free Brush Up
sessions and 50 hours e-learn-
ing access. The course fee starts
from �13,500 onwards. 

IntelliPaat: IntelliPaat’s
Data Science training pro-
gramme offered in collabora-
tion with IBM lets learners
gain proficiency in Data Science
with Python, Machine
Learning, AI, Deep Learning,
Big Data Hadoop, Spark and
Tableau Desktop. This pro-
gramme comprises 10+ cours-
es, 53+ industry-specific pro-
jects, and 232 hours of online
instructor-led training with a
CAPSTONE project. Learners
will get access to the IBM

course and earn a certificate
from IBM. 

Indian Institute of
Management Kozhikode: IIM
Kozhikode has launched the
Certificate Programme in Data
Science, designed to give you a
detailed insight into modern
data science practices. The
course helps participants to
understand the differences
between small data and big data,
explore Python and learn to
import Python libraries such as
NumPy and Pandas amongst
other skills. The three months
programme is conducted online
through session of four-five
hours per week. Graduate or
diploma holders in any disci-
pline with minimum one year
of work experience can apply.
The fee is is �71,750 excluding
taxes. 

Simplilearn: The Post
Graduate Programme (PGP)
in Data Science in partnership
with Purdue University is a
comprehensive Data Science
bootcamp programme — lever-
aging Purdue’s academic excel-
lence in Data Science and
Simplilearn’s partnership with
IBM.  This programme is ideal
for all working professionals,
covering job-critical topics like
R, Python programming, and
machine learning algorithms.
The programme duration is
one year where classes are con-
ducted online four-five hours
per week. The admission fee is
�2,15,000 (excluding GST) 

Upgrad: It offers India’s
first NASSCOM certified
Executive PGP in Data Science
from IIITB. The duration  is one
year and classes are conducted.
The eligibility for the course is
to have a Bachelor’s Degree with
minimum 50 per cent or equiv-
alent passing marks. 
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Being one of the major reforms
introduced to the education sys-

tem in recent times, the Central
Universities Common Entrance Test
(CUCET) is an All-India test for
admission various under-
graduate/integrated, post-graduate
and research programmes in
Central/State universities of India.
Having a major change in this acad-
emic year, CUCET has been named
the common entrance test for admis-
sions to 54 central universities.

It is anticipated that the CUCET
will be conducted by the National
Testing Agency (NTA). Recently,
Delhi University has also hinted to
conduct the admission process for
2021 through CUCET and based on
Class XII marks. CUCET is not an
entirely unfamiliar entrance test, the
Central universities have been con-
ducting it until last year for admis-
sions. While the major difference
would be that the earlier version of

CUCET was conducted in the offline
mode and now the proposal is to con-
duct the test as a Computer Based Test
(CBT), which, with complete details
of the exam is expected to be revealed
soon.

The New Education Policy 2020
proposed a common entrance test for
higher education. This will scrap the
current domination of marks among
the students. Over a period of time,
we have seen the sky-scraping cut-offs
of Delhi University creating a lot of
pressure on the students and the par-
ents to get the best so that they get
admission to these colleges.

There will be no stream instead

there will be a multi-disciplinary
setup with the option to choose a for-
eign language and more emphasis on
critical thinking.

This will enable students to have
a varied knowledge of the subjects. For
example, a student wants to pursue
Math Hons with it now it is possible
to make history as a subject. This is
the most important recommendation
of  NEP called multi-disciplinary.

The expected CUCET approach.
The Computer-based aptitude

test will test the students on:
�Verbal Aptitude
�Logical Reasoning
�Quantitative Aptitude
The CUCET entrance test will be

compulsory for the students who
seek admission to all the universities,
and experts believe that it is absolute-

ly the need of the hour. It is impor-
tant for the following reasons:

�The rising cut-offs of the uni-
versities create unnecessary pressure
on the students

�Equal opportunities to all the
students

�This will enable the students to
understand the importance of aptitude
building and will make them market-
ready.

�The quality of students will get
enhanced

� This will aim to give students
holistic development

This change of conducting one
exam is the change for good and will
allow students to experience equal
opportunity in the real sense. For this,
students need to continuously strive
towards honing their skills and under-
stand the importance of aptitude
building.
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BRAND NEW FUTURE

Bhimrao Ramaji Ambedkar, whom
we fondly know as Babasaheb

Ambedkar, the face of the Indian inde-
pendence movement , chairman of the
drafting committee of the constitution,
a social reformer, an Indian jurist, an
educationist, and above all was a
staunch supporter of the Dalit
Movement in the post-independent
Indian history.

Babasaheb was the principal
architect behind the Constitution
and played an integral part in evolv-
ing the intellectual tradition within the
Indian society. Born in Mahu
(Madhya Pradesh), Ambedkarji was
a prolific student who earned doc-
torates from Columbia University in
New York and received a D.Sc from
London University to become one of
the best-educated persons of modern
India. Raised in a low-income fami-
ly, he faced several challenges during
childhood; nevertheless, he became
one of the greatest icons of the India.

As one of the makers of modern
India, he said, “Education is not only
the birthright of every human being
but also a weapon of social change.”
Ambedkarji was of the view that edu-
cation is something that ought to be

brought within reach of everyone. It
was him who deliberately included
Article 45 in the Directive Principles
of State Policy that “the state shall
endeavour to provide, within ten
years from the commencement of this
Constitution, for free and compulso-
ry education for all children until they
complete the age of fourteen years.”

Only a few might be familiar that
he contributed his views in the reform
of education by taking an active part
in discussing the Bombay university
act and Primary Education
Amendment Bill. His abiding interest
in education was not limited to con-
jecture, but he diligently worked to
give practical shape to his views. He
founded the people’s education soci-
ety in 1945 and opened several col-
leges and hostels for the emancipation
of Dalits and girls through education.

Besides, Dr Ambedkar in the
Constituent Assembly proposed to
keep Sanskrit as a national language
and advocated teaching in mother-
tongue. He believed in making the
child’s learning process easy and
smooth through education, taught in
the mother tongue. Dr Ambedkar was
an eminent supporter of job-oriented

and skill-based education. He firmly
believed that technical knowledge and
skill development were of prime
importance for the youth’s upliftment
and economically backward people.

Our Government is committed to
fulfilling these aspirations that he had
envisioned for the nation. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has always
believed that BR Ambedkar’s thoughts
and ideas continue to give strength to
millions, and it is in the respect and
memory of Babasaheb’s ideas that PM

inaugurated the Dr Ambedkar
International Centre for socio-eco-
nomic transformation in 2017. 

Not only this, today, I am elated
to highlight that the vision of Dr
Ambedkar on education will be
accomplished through the New
Education Policy (NEP) 2020. The
NEP is the first education policy for
the 21st century, aiming to build char-
acter and prepare the youth for gain-
ful and fulfilling employment while
being aligned to the Indian ethos.

Dr Ambedkar, the Constitution’s
chief architect, supported the consti-
tutional mandate of reservation as
enshrined in Article 15 and Article 16
of our constitution. The NEP 2020
affirms that the provisions of reser-
vations in educational institutions
will not be diluted. Instead, new
efforts will be made for bridging the
gender gap as well as socio-econom-
ic disadvantaged groups in access, par-
ticipation, and learning outcomes. 

Further, Kasturba Gandhi Balika
Vidyalas will be strengthened and
expanded for girls from socio-eco-
nomically disadvantaged back-
grounds. The NEP 2020 is aligned
with Babasaheb’s vision of female edu-

cation and women emancipation.
With the NEP, Sanskrit will be main-
streamed by being offered both at
school and higher education and
Sanskrit knowledge systems will be
established and strengthened to con-
duct teaching and interdisciplinary
research.

The NEP keeps teachers at the
centre of the reforms in the education
sector as they are the ones who will
truly shape the future of India. The
policy will help recruit and train the
best and brightest to enter the teach-
ing profession at all levels. These
teachers will help in fulfilling the
vision of Dr Ambedkar, who has been
one of the enlightened minds of
modern India; the man who had con-
tributed immensely to shaping India’s
future as a democracy and the secu-
lar fabric of our country.

Thus, as one of the founding
fathers of the Republic, the Bharat
Ratna Dr Ambedkar will always be
remembered fondly by the nation who
was committed to the development
and larger well-being of the entire
nation.
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Making the country and
her compatriots
proud, SRM Institute

of Science and Technology’s
(SRMIST) student Nethra
Kumanan has become the first
Indian woman to qualify for
the upcoming Olympics. 

While confirming her
berth in the Tokyo Olympics,
Kumanan will be representing
the country in sailing.

She qualified for the pres-
tigious event by securing top
position at the Laser Radial
event in the Mussanah Open
Championship, a joint Asian
and African Olympic qualify-
ing event. 

A second-year engineering
student of SRMIST, Kumanan
has also represented the coun-
try at the 2014 and 2018 Asian
Games in Incheon and Jakarta,
respectively. 

This is not all. She became
the first Indian woman to win

a World Cup medal in sailing
when she won Bronze at 2020
Sailing World Cup in Miami,
USA. 

Kumanan will now become
the first Indian woman sailor to
represent the country at the
Olympics. This 23-year-old
professional sailor is a resident
of Chennai and has made her
institution proud. She trains in
the Canary Islands, Spain.
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India’s coaching capital, Kota, witnessed an unprecedented
development when the doyens of coaching institutes get asso-
ciated with Motion Education to give offline classes to

JEE/NEET aspirants.
The presence of three directors, viz., Akhilesh Khanter, Vishal

Joshi, and Surendra Mishra from coaching institute Nucleus
Education, in addition to the directors of Sarvottam Career
Institute, namely, Lalit Vijay, Ashish Bajpai, Dr Ashish
Maheshwari, Jitendra Chandwani, and GS Tiwari into Motion
Education is considered a path-breaking event by industry insid-
ers.

Apart from the esteemed faculty members of Nucleus
Education and Sarvottam Career Institute, Motion Education is
further strengthened by the arrival of Gavesh Bhardwaj, Ramesh
Sharda and Prashant Jain. They are the experts of Mathematics,
Inorganic Chemistry, and Olympiads’ preparation, respectively. 

Nitin Vijay, Managing Director, Motion Education, said: “We
believe in putting forth relentless effort to pass the expertise of
our esteemed faculty members to the brightest Technocrats and
Medicos of the world, and in order to succeed and improve the
standard of education on a consistent basis, we persistently search
and follow creative methods.”



The interior design busi-
ness in India is estimat-
ed to be between $20-$30

billion, as per Indian Interior
Design Markets 2020-2027
published in Mordor
Intelligence. Its growth is attrib-
uted to growing real estate
market, rising income levels,
urbanisation, the influence of
social media, work from home
requirements and lifestyle
changes. The rapid acceleration
of technology (Augmented
Reality, Virtual Tours, Artificial
Intelligence) has allowed con-
struction and design of spaces
to be tech-friendly and adapt-
able to meet multiple needs. 

For interior architecture
and design graduates today, the
work opportunities are
immense. You can access any
company that creates spaces for
people to live in, shop, work
and be entertained. These
include architectural, construc-
tion and interior design firms,
events management compa-
nies, design consultancies,
retailers, hospitality and recre-
ational spaces, theatre, TV or
film and digital content cre-
ators.

Beyond the familiar are
alternate careers like interior
styling and visual merchandis-

ing, heritage and conservation
architecture, exhibition design,
set design, experience design,
furniture design, product
design and scenography.

Be in demand. Find your
niche, that specialised segment
of the market or area of work
that interests and you see your-
self wanting to build a career.
Clarity of thought and a plan of
action are a priority.

There are multiple ways to
assess your niche, gain experi-
ence and proactively build a
strong portfolio and network of
contacts before deciding on
permanent employment or
starting one’s venture. Entering
competitions, attending exhibi-
tions, undertaking stimulating
personal projects, hobbies and
side hustles provide valuable
learning experiences. Social
media helps to follow trends
and gain knowledge about var-
ious innovation and best prac-
tices from across the globe.

Relevant work experience
showcases to employers your
capabilities in a professional
environment and creative port-
folios showcase the range of
your abilities. Don’t exclusive-
ly focus on what the company
can do for you. Instead, show-
case how you can support

them. That’ll help them to
assess how well you can fit into
their work culture and why they
should invest in you.

�Companies that will offer
you the opportunity and
encourage your growth are
multidisciplinary design firms
and medium-sized start-ups.

�Small start-ups do seek
fresh graduates who show
unique design sensibilities. 

� Internships are a great
way to gain entry into well-
established firms.  

�Don’t shy away from
entry-level or freelance jobs.
They help to gain an insight
into the context in which a
company operates.

�Travelling helps to garner

a wide range of experience
working with different types
and sizes of firms, niche mar-
ketplaces and offline and online
spaces.

�Team up with app devel-
opers to ideate and create sec-
tor-specific apps (Homestyler)
and/or become an influencer
and thought leader using
YouTube and Instagram
(InteriorMaata). 

Start-ups will also expose
you to challenging tasks, the lat-
est tools and technologies.

Project management expe-
rience will teach you profession-
alism, communication, time
management, and coordination
between stakeholders. It’ll also
provide the necessary opera-
tional skills to manage an office
and team, create a brand and
execute financial responsibilities. 

To excel and align yourself
as a strong team player, you will
need to exercise an entrepre-
neurial mindset and problem-
solving capabilities. This can
help to gain prominence as a
valuable team member. It’ll
encourage you to venture on
your own as well. The entrepre-
neurial struggle will then feel
less challenging and might
help you to choose your co-
founder(s).
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There are many students
who look for opportuni-
ties to study abroad.

There are several reasons. It
gives them a global exposure;
they come to know about dif-
ferent cultures and traditions
and overcome challenges of liv-
ing in another country. These
are some of the things that
modern businesses look for
when hiring.

While the US, Canada and
Australia are popular destina-
tions that many choose, France
is emerging as a likeable and
preferable option. The reason?
The country is offering jobs to
students. Internships in France
are a great opportunity to gain
professional experience in the
European continent.

Despite the pandemic,
France continues to open its
doors to international students
and researchers since the
beginning of February
2021.There are several options
available for students after fin-
ishing their studies here as the
country offers a vast variety of
internships because of the cul-
tural diversity and advanced
economy.

There are many sectors
like Engineering, Business,
Management and Hospitality
that students can look at to
build their careers.

�Hospitality : France
attracts tourists from all over
the world. This could make it
an ideal spot for hospitality-
focused students to get famil-

iar with their field. One can get
the opportunity to work with
resorts to perceive how they
handle things. Your English-
speaking skills can also be a
plus point. 

�Business and manage-
ment: Much like Computer
Science, the executives’ experts
are popular. Showcasing man-
ager and business-related
courses will give a good Return
on Investment. France is home
to a large number of global
organisations. There are sever-
al lucrative, quickly developing,
remunerating businesses.

�Computer Science and
IT: The IT and software engi-
neering are the courses that are
popular globally. Each indus-
try needs experts from this
field of study, and the global
associations in this country is
no special case. 

�Engineering: Another
important reason to study in
France is Engineering. There
are additional courses accessi-
ble to consider Engineering like
the Master of Science in Energy
and Environment, and the
Master of Science in
Management-Engineering.

�Art History: There’s an
exhibition hall showing classi-
cal art masterpieces all over the
country. One could be set with
a historical centre, and exhibi-
tion. While there, one could
help design new exhibits, and
witness art rebuilding.

�Global experience:
Travelers love global experi-
ences’ temporary job pro-
grammes. Not only guaranteed
internships, but you will also be
living and breathing Paris life. 

�Language house: Looking
into a teaching profession
through turning into an intern
in France? If that is the case, the
language house will work for
you while working in a multi-
week certified Teaching
English as a Foreign Language
course.

�IES abroad: This pro-
gramme has been effectively
introducing students into the
French lifestyle for more than
50 years.

�Jobs and internships
abroad: This programme sup-
plier may have what one is
searching for as it offers direc-
tion, arrangements dependent
on your abilities and destina-
tions.
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Today creativity, sustainability, personal-
isation, adaptability and technological inno-
vation form the new responsible design guide-
line.

To find success you must exhibit clarity of

thought, collaborative team effort and comple-
mentary skills to integrate yourself into the
industry. 
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Indian pacer Bhuvneshwar
Kumar on Tuesday won the

ICC Player of the Month award
for his superlative show in the
white-ball series against England
in March.

The 31-year-old Indian took
six wickets at an economy rate
of 4.65 in the three ODIs, while
capturing four wickets at a fan-
tastic economy rate of 6.38 in the
five T20Is to emerge as the
standout bowler.

“After what seemed like a
really long and painful gap, I was
delighted to be playing for India
again. I used the time away to
work on my fitness and skill and
I am happy to be back taking
wickets for my country,”
Bhuvneshwar said in an ICC
release.

Bhuvneshwar became the
third successive Indian recipient
of the award since its inception
early this year after Rishabh Pant
and Ravichandran Ashwin won
in January and February respec-
tively.

South African Lizelle Lee,
who played four ODIs against
India where she scored a centu-
ry and two fifties to move to the
top of Women’s rankings, was
named the ICC Women’s Player
of the Month for March.
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Rio Olympic Gold medallist
Carolina Marin and World

No 1 Kento Momota will head-
line a star-studded field of
international shuttlers when
the India Open Super 500
event is held here from May 11
to 16, albeit behind closed
doors.

The $400,000 tournament,
one of the last few qualification
events for the Tokyo Olympics.

Apart from Marin in
women’s category, other Top-10

shuttlers include Akane
Yamaguchi, 2019 world cham-
pion PV Sindhu, Korea’s An Se-
Young and Thailand’s
Pornpawee Chochuwong.

Among the men, two-time
world champion Momota,
defending champion Viktor
Axelson, Anders Antonsen and
reigning All England Open
champion Zii Jia Lee will be in
the fray. Former World No 1
Srikanth Kidambi will lead the
Indian charge along with B Sai
Praneeth, HS Prannoy and
Parupalli Kashyap.

India’s men’s doubles chal-
lenge will be spearheaded by
World No 10 pairing of Chirag
Shetty and Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy, while Ashwini
Ponnappa and N Sikki Reddy
will aim for some valuable
Olympic qualification points in
the women’s doubles.

Ponnappa will also partner
Satwik in the mixed doubles
category which sees the
Japanese pair of Yuta Watanabe
and Arisa Higashino leading
the list of six Top-10 combina-
tions in fray.


