
��������	
����	�
������������������
�
����� � ���������	
�����
��	��	��	���������������
�	����	
�������	�����������
�������	���	����������	����
 	!��	�����
�	�������"	����#$%
��&���	'
�	���������"��	�
(���������������	
�	���
�������
��
�	���)�����������(�	����)�	�
�*(��
�&�
+�	�����, ���
���
"��
�����	��-
��������
.���	�'���%�����������	
�������

�!�
�"������#����
��
$�"
���%#&��'(���)��
*����� ���������	��� ���/��

	���
�������	�����
�0����������	'
�����	����	
�������������	
��

�����������������1����

�
2�������3�����4�����
��'
�����)�5%0�����������6	
����
���6	�'	��	����������	'
�

��
++�����)������
�
������)����+��(��
$,���-./0�1� ���((��
%
�����(����
�	����������

���(����(�������	��
����������
��

���
��������7��
�	��

����'
����	���	'%�	
�28/�������

�	)����&�������(	

	)�����	�2���
���������
�

���%�(��&����)
�����(�	�������

(������������
�����

�������

+���� �93�:9;<�

India recorded 92,994 new
coronavirus cases and 514

deaths in the last 24 hours on
Saturday, the highest in six
months. With this rate of
growth, India could cross 1
lakh mark in the next three-
four days. The previous Covid-
19 daily count peak was around
98,000 in September.

Eight States, including
Maharashtra, Karnataka and
Chhattisgarh, have witnessed a
steep rise in daily infections,
accounting for 81.42 per cent
of the total caseload.

Ten districts — Pune,
Mumbai, Nagpur, Thane,
Nashik, Bengaluru Urban,
Aurangabad, Delhi,
Ahmednagar and Nanded —
account for 50 per cent of the
total active caseload of the
country.

The death toll at 514 in a
day has been the highest since
October 21. The jump in cases
reported on Saturday was the
highest since September 20
last year when 92,605 new
infections were recorded in a

span of 24 hours.
Corresponding to the rapid

surge in cases, the number of
active cases too have registered
a steady increase for the 24th
day in a row with the tally
reaching 6,87,433, which is
5.32 per cent of the total infec-
tions. The recovery rate has fur-
ther dropped to 93.36 per cent,
the data stated.

The active caseload was the
lowest at 1,35,926 on February
12 and comprised 1.25 per
cent of the total infections. The
number of people who have
recuperated from the disease
surged to 1,16,27,122, while the
case fatality rate has dropped to
1.32 per cent, the Health
Ministry data stated.

Eight States which wit-
nessed a steep rise in daily new
Covid-19 cases are
Maharashtra, Karnataka,
Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Tamil
Nadu, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab
and Madhya Pradesh. In a day,
there has been a net rise of
44,213 active cases.

Maharashtra has shown a
nine-fold jump, the maximum
increase in the number of active cases in the last two

months. In percentage terms,
Punjab has reported the max-
imum increase in active cases.
Five States — Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Chhattisgarh,
Kerala and Punjab — cumula-

tively account for 77.3 per cent
of the total active cases in the
country. Maharashtra alone
accounts for 59.36 per cent of
the total active caseload of the
country.

Six States accounted for

85.85 per cent of the new
deaths. Maharashtra saw the
maximum casualties (277) fol-
lowed by Punjab with 49 daily
deaths.

However, 13 States/UTs
have not reported any Covid-

19 deaths in the last 24 hours.
These are Odisha, Assam,
Ladakh (UT), D&D & D&N,
Nagaland, Meghalaya,
Manipur, Tripura, Sikkim,
Lakshadweep, Mizoram, A&N
Islands and Arunachal Pradesh.
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Pushing the ongoing mind
game with Mamata

Banerjee a notch higher, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday advised the Bengal
Chief Minister to publicly con-
cede defeat and look for a
constituency outside the State.

Referring to an earlier
statement emanating from the
Trinamool Congress that
Mamata would challenge the
Prime Minister from Varanasi
and ricochet the TMC’s “out-
sider weapon” back on her,
Modi said, “In anticipation of
loss here, Didi is looking for a
constituency outside the State

… some of her advisers have
advised her to contest from
Varanasi for a passage to the
Lok Sabha. There is a ship that
goes from Haldia to Varanasi.
She is welcome to contest from
Varanasi but there the people
have a big heart … as big as that
of the people of Bengal … she
will not be called an ‘outsider’
there.”

Taking a dig at the Chief
Minister for often getting irri-

tated by Jai Shri Ram slogans,
he also reminded that “the
people of Varanasi wear ‘tilaks’
and often chant Jai Shri Ram …
so what will happen to Didi if
she is among such people …
will she get angry at them?”

The Chief Minister has
often courted controversy chal-
lenging people shouting Jai
Shri Ram at her presence.

Attacking Mamata for
using Singur as a political lad-
der to win power in Bengal
Modi said, “Singur (movement
against the Tata Nano factory)
was used for political ascen-
dency… after the political pur-
pose was achieved this area was
left in the darkness… today
there is neither any industry in
Singur nor any job. The people
of this place have been left on
their fate.”

The Prime Minister was
speaking at a rally at Haripal
the adjacent constituency of
Singur in Hooghly district.

Continued on Page 2
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The Election Commission
(EC) on Saturday reduced

the 48-hour campaign ban
imposed on Assam Minister
and BJP leader Himanta Biswa
Sarma to 24 hours after he ten-
dered an “unconditional apol-
ogy” and assured the poll panel
that he will abide by the pro-
visions of the Model Code of
Conduct.

Meanwhile, the poll body
transferred his brother and
Goalpara Superintendent of
Police Sushanta Biswa Sarma
from the district.

Himanta was on Friday
barred from campaigning-
related activities till April 4 for
allegedly making threatening
remarks against Bodoland
People’s Front (BPF) chief
Hagrama Mohilary. Canvassing
for the third and final phase of
Assam Assembly elections

comes to an end on the evening
of April 4. The final phase of
polling will be held on April 6.

In his representation to
the Election Commission on
Saturday, Sarma pleaded to
the EC to reduce the ban to 24
hours on the ground that his
own  constituency was set to go
to  polls on Tuesday. The EC
order said, Sarma requested the
poll panel to “accept my sincere
regret and assurance of abiding
MCC in future, and, be further
pleased to reduce the period of
debarment from election cam-
paign from 48 hours to 24
hours. As to the effect that
permission may be granted
for holding any public meet-
ings, public processions, pub-
lic rallies, road shows by the
concerned district administra-
tion authorities, where you are
expected or likely to partici-
pate.”

Continued on Page 2
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The Election Commission
(EC) has put a dampener

on the customary crowded and
noisy culmination to poll cam-
paigns in Kerala. Amid surge of
Covid-19 cases, the poll body
has banned the
“Kottikalasham” ahead of the
April 6 Assembly polls. The EC
had communicated the ban to
Chief Electoral Officer Teeka
Ram Meena on Friday. Meena
has requested the poll body to
ban it to minimise the threat of
Covid 19. 

Continued on Page 2
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Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi has triggered

fresh controversy after he
sought the views of the United
States on the state of freedom
and democracy in India. Rahul
has come under severe attack
from the BJP and other quar-
ters, including former foreign
secretaries, for seeking the
engagement of a third party in
India’s domestic matters.  

Rahul has been holding
virtual interactions with pro-
fessors of various US universi-
ties in the recent past and cur-

rent controversy erupted fol-
lowing his interaction with the
former US diplomat and
Harvard Kennedy School
Professor Nicholas Burns.

During the conversation,
Burns proposed that democ-
ratic countries such as India
and the US should come
together to take on China and
other non-democratic forces. 

Rahul said that he doesn’t
hear anything from the US
establishment about what’s
happening in India. 

“If you are saying part-
nership of democracies, I mean
what is your view on what is
going on here…I fundamen-
tally believe that America is a
profound idea. The idea of
freedom the way it is encapsu-
lated in your Constitution is a
very powerful idea but you
have got to defend that idea.
That is the real question,” said
Rahul in the virtual conference
held on Friday evening.

Continued on Page 2
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Five security personnel were
killed and 12 others injured

on Saturday in a three-hour
gunbattle with Naxalites in a
forested patch along the border
between Bijapur and Sukma
districts in Chhattisgarh, police
said.

The body of a woman
Maoist was also recovered from
the spot, a police officer said.
A senior officer claimed the
Maoists have suffered a “huge
loss” in the fighting.” 

“Teams of security forces,
over 2,000 in number, launched
a major anti-Naxalite operation
from Bijapur and Sukma dis-
tricts in South Bastar’s forests
which is considered a Maoist
stronghold on Friday night,”
Deputy Inspector General
(Anti-Naxalite operations) OP

Pal told the media. 
The Central Reserve Police

Force (CRPF), its elite unit
CoBRA (Commando Battalion
for Resolute Action), the
District Reserve Guard (DRG)
and the Special Task Force
(STF) were involved in the
operation launched from five
places — Tarrem, Usoor and
Pamed (Bijapur) and Minpa
and Narsapuram (Sukma). 

“Around 12 pm on
Saturday, an encounter broke
out between the patrolling
team from Tarrem and ultras of
PLGA (Peoples’ Liberation
Guerrilla Army) battalion of
Maoists near Jonaguda village
in the Jagargunda police station
area (in Sukma),” Pal said. 

The gunfight lasted for
about three hours. As per infor-
mation received so far, five

security personnel have been
killed and 12 others injured, he
said. “Of the martyred person-
nel, one belonged to the
CoBRA unit and two each are
from DRG and the ‘Bastariya’
battalion of the CRPF,” he said. 

A woman Naxalite was
gunned down in the encounter.
“Reinforcements were rushed
to the spot and an operation is
on to evacuate the injured
jawans as well as the bodies
from the forest through heli-
copters,” he said.

Director General of Police
DM Awasthi, Task Force
Commander of IAF’s Anti-
Naxal Task Force (ANTF) and
senior police officials moni-
tored the rescue operation. On
March 23, five DRG personnel
were killed when Naxalites
blew up a bus carrying securi-
ty personnel in Narayanpur.
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Renowned Islamic scholar
and former general secre-

tary of All India Muslim
Personal Law Board (AIM-
PLB) Wali Rahmani died here
on Saturday, less than a week
after being admitted to a pri-
vate hospital upon testing pos-
itive for Covid-19.

The 78-year-old hailed
from Munger district in Bihar
and had once served as a

member of the state legislative
council. According to Dr
Abdul A Hai, one of the direc-
tors of the hospital where
Rahmani was admitted, he
breathed his last in the morn-
ing. “He was admitted three-
four days back. He had
received the first  shot of
Covid-19 vaccine less than a
week before testing positive. 

It takes two weeks after the
second jab for the vaccine to be
really effective”, he said.
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As a fallout of the Covid-19
wave in the State, the

Maharashtra Government on
Saturday announced that all
State Board students from
standard I and VIII would be
promoted to the next class
without any examination.

State Education Minister
Varsha Gaikwad tweeted, “In
view of the ongoing situation
due to #Covid-19, all State
Board students across
Maharashtra from Class I to
VIII will be promoted to the
next class without any exam-
inations. A decision regarding
students of Class IX and XII
will soon be taken.”

Speaking separately to the
media, Varsha said the exam-
inations for Class IX and XII
will be conducted after April
15. She said teachers, except
the ones for Class X could
work from home. “The exam-
ination for two subjects of
Class X is yet to be held. The
exam will take place as per
schedule. The SSC Board will
take a call on this,” said Varsha.

Her decision to cancel all
the State Board examinations
from Class I to VIII came on
a day when Maharashtra
recorded an all time record of
49,447 fresh cases and 277
fresh deaths.

A day after the State
logged a staggering 47,827
infections and 202 deaths, the
Coivid-19 situation worsened
with 49,447 cases, while the
daily pandemic toll rose to 277.  

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: Delhi recorded
over 3,567 coronavirus cases
for the second consecutive
day on Saturday, while the pos-
itivity rate rose to 4.48 per cent,
said the Health Department.
With the new infections, the
number of cumulative cases
rose to 6,72,381, while 10
more deaths took the toll to
11,060. The city had reported
3,594 cases on Friday, the
highest daily count this year.  
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Bhubaneswar: With the rise in
the number of Covid-19 cases
in the State, the Odisha
Government on Saturday
announced that night curfew
would be imposed in 10 dis-
tricts with effect from April 5.

Night curfew to be imple-
mented in Sundergarh,
Jharsuguda, Sambalpur,
Bargarh, Bolangir, Nuapada,
Kalahandi, Nawarangpur,
Koraput and Malkangiri from
April 5.
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�What is your role about?
I play Ahaan Veer Malhotra, a

businessman. He is modern in his outlook,
but from the inside he is still old school.
He is a family man and lives in a joint
family. He wants to settle and get married
to a girl who is a homemaker. He believes
that women are supposed to stay back
home and run the house and that a man’s
job is to go out and earn a living. The
reason why he is like that will be revealed
in the story gradually.
�Will the character’s mindset ever
change?

That depends on the writing.
However, I am positive it will, but
when, where and how that will be
revealed later. To add to what I
had said before, he isn’t a
negative person, it’s just that he
has a different mindset and
believes it to be right. He is
good person otherwise.
�What made you come on
board the project?

My last show got over in
February, last year. I was initially
planning to take a sabbatical
from TV. Then COVID happened
and the break got extended. In
June, I was offered Namak Issaq Ka,
which is still on air and right after that
I got Ahaan. SET is known for its unique
and progressive shows and I wanted to
work with them. Having said that,
Ahaan is not modern, but the reason
that I haven’t played such a character
before made me take up the role. It was
like a challenge for me because I am not
like the character in any way.
� Sadda Haq was a hit. How did the
show happen with you?

I did an advertisement for Channel
V. The team saw me there and I was
offered the show. Back then, I didn’t
have an idea that the show will be such
a rage. It ran for two and a half years and
became the No 1 show. And I can only be
grateful for that. Whatever I am today, I
owe it to that show. After that I did many
shows, some of them resonated with the
audience while others not, but my goal and
approach was to work with full honesty
without thinking about the results. That
is what all actors do. There are times when
things just don’t work out in this field, it
is a part and parcel of acting. Had it not
been that, every actor and every
production house would have been
Number 1. Hence, it is a trial and error
business. You have think from your heart
and go for it. But for Ishk Par Zor Nahi, I
am hopeful that the audience will love it.
�What did you take back home from
the sets?

I have spent 1000 days on the
sets. There is so much that I learnt.

My foundation was built there,
though I have done acting
courses and theatre as well, but
that show taught me the little
nuances of playing a character.

Acting is a kind of job where you
not only give something, but also

take back things. You learn to be
honest in front of the camera. You

have the freedom to show what you feel,
while in real life one always hold himself

back thinking of the repercussions. Above
all, I have learnt to be hardworking,
creative, honest and how is it like to work
in a healthy and happy atmosphere.
�How did acting happen?

I was an introvert throughout my
childhood and acting was never on cards
so to say. When I was eight, I started
listening to Jagjit Singh’s ghazals. I watched
Casablanca when I was nine. I was
mesmerized by it. But I was too shy to talk
about it. When I grew up, I started taking
part in college plays and got good feedback
from people. But I always thought that if
you want to be an actor, you have to love
acting and not just take it up because of
the name and fame. I went to London to
pursue MBA and came back only to
become an actor. I took professional
training, worked in ads and that’s how it
all started. Now, I can say that I love my
job.
�How easy or difficult was it to enter the
field?

I have been lucky that things were easy
for me. I was born and brought up in
Mumbai. I have given 50 auditions. I don’t
have struggle stories to tell. I loved acting
and had the passion for it. This can be one
of the reasons why things went smoothly.
There is no rocket science behind this, I
just took the opportunities I got and
worked with honesty. Apart from that I
don’t have any approach. I don’t know how
to call people and ask for work, I haven’t
done it. I worked and got work.
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After the stunning action in episode two,
one would have expected that things
would only get better, at least in terms

of action. That is what Avengers is all about
— one brilliant action to jaw-dropping action
in another. 

Well, episode 3 takes a breather and slows
its pace and get down to telling one the story
of the Flag Smashers and their ideology how
things were better during the Blip — when half
the population  was disappearing due to
Thanos’ snap.

But not all is lost here. There are a few
characters that come into the screen. One,
there is Sharon, former SHIELD agent and
then there is  Zemo, the Sokovian terrorist
responsible for the Avengers’ breakup in
Captain America: Civil War. Yes, he is out of
the jail and thinks of himself as the hero rather
than a villain.

Then there is Captain America. Like in
the previous prequel where he doesn’t have
much to do, here too he steps in for a few
seconds only to disappear and let the Falcon
and Winter Soldier take centrestage with the
Flag Smashers going about on their way even
if it means killing a few people and blowing
up a building.

Once again, the six-part mini-series
leaves at juncture which promises to have lots
of action in the remaining episodes.

%���������������

&���������
������
��'����"�
���(

(
��	8��	 ��
�1./,3:��1.0.5
�.-�.��?�:%�0����"���
����%�/	����%��<�$%��������#�%�1�)	���
� �.��#��(�����#��	�
�2/4���#$%���(�
��	*�
�E�������F

6�����������
��	���	����������
������
%�?��������:���������?�:��
��	��
���	�������������
���)�������	����	�������������������)'�����

������	������%��	�����
��	'����������	��
����:�������
����	�����'�	�����
�	�-����	��'���	��������

;��	�������
������#��1�)	��%�����������	���	
��������'������(
�����	��������
���������)�&��'-	����������+����������
��
�	���������

�(��
������	
���
��
������2	������	���?������%�7�����1�����?�����
1	�����2��	�%�"�����������?��'������1�����?������;	���	�/	�	��	%
�����
	���6���	
%�2	
���/�
���;	���	�/	�	��	%�.�����1	������		�%�<	��
"������	��	�	��	������	��"	
	�	�9�	�	���

���'-&����	��'����
�����������)���������	���G���	�)����
	

������(����
�������	��
�����:�������
���&������������	���������	��	�'
��������
���������	��������������
������������	�(�(��)�����(�	�����������
��������	���)	������		�%�	����	��������&�����������
�����
�	
��H

��������	
�
�	�������
	���
	���	�������	���	�

�	���
�	��	�����	
�����	��	����������	����	�����������	��	�
���	����	��	��
	���������	���	���
���������	����	 �����������	���
�	��	����	�����������	��	�
�
�	���	�
�
�
��
	���	����	���	�
	���
�	��	������	��������	��	��	�������	��	��	��	��	��
	����
���	
�������	�������
���	���	�����
��	���	�
��
��	���	��	���	��
	��	�
�����������	���	��
�����
	��	����	��	��	�
�����	�	�������
�	��	����	�����������	��	���	���	��
	�
����	��	��	������	���
�	��	��
	�����	��	����	�����	���	������
�	��
	����
��	��	��
	
�������
	������������	��	����
�
��	�����	���	������	��	�
���� 
�	�
���	����	!
��
��	��
	�����
�	���	�
"�
��
�	��	�
���	���	�

�	����������
	�����
	��	������	��
��
��
�	�����	��
	�
�����	��	��	����	��	���
����
�
��	�
���

�
��������	��	��	����
���	�������
�	��	����	�
�����
��	#�
	�����
��	�������
��	
�����	���	��	
����

	��	��
	$���

�	%����&�	����	���	�
	�
��	�
��������
	���	��	����	��	�����	���
	�	��
	���
����
��		��	��
	��������	'	�
����
�	���	�����	���	�
	���
	�
��������
	���	��	����	��	�����	����
"�
��
�	���	�����
�	�������(�
���
�	�����
�	��	����	���
����
�
����

.�������
/	���������
�3.�40,0	�35&38
.���
��
?��)+	�����	0
1�*	��
�1	-�6��)!
��*	'!����

'����*	&���	&%���*	6������	,�������
4����+	CB��

Directed by Ricky Staub this movie is
based on the novel Ghetto Cowboy by
Greg Neri — a fictionalised story about

the Fletcher Street Urban Riding Club and
African-American horseriding culture in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, US.

While an average Indian may not be able
to relate to the story itself, it does remind one
of our very own Hindi movie Naya Daur
starring Dilip Kumar and Vyjayanthimala, a film
where the tongawallahs’ livelihood gets taken
over by the bus.

The good part is that despite not knowing
the history of these cowboys, (read cow hands,
that’s how they started) the absolute brilliant
performance by Idris Elba and the others will
keep one glued to this till the very end even
though we do know how things are going to end
for these people.

Though the movie is not exactly Western,
it does give us a glimpse of what life was for these
people in the glorious past when there were far
more riding clubs but got lost in urbanisation
of the city. It is the climax where one can see
and feel the pride these people must have felt
as they ride down the street. This is probably
the reason why the filmmakers chose to tell this
story via a film rather than making a
documentary. %���������������
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� What is your role in
Bhabhi Ji Ghar Par Hai
about?

I play Danny Sharma,
Anita’s father. He is a rich
businessman settled in
America and is visiting her
daughter after about 12
years. He is disciplined,
strong headed person and
had disapproved  Anita’s
marriage with Vibhuti
Mishra. The story will
revolve around how things
happen between the trio,
but in a lighter vein.

�What made you take up
the role?

It’s an interesting
character.  When the role
was offered to me, there was
no chance of saying a no.
The show is so popular and
the character, of course, is
exciting. The script is
fabulous and all my co-
actors are excellent. All
these factors prompted me
to take up the role.

�A lesson that you learnt
on the sets of the show.

The most important
thing that I have learnt is
discipline. It’s a disciplined
set with all protocols set in
place. Everything on the sets
is to the point. Our director
Rajan Waghdhare is also
clear with his thoughts and
he gives clear directions to
the team. This is one of the
reasons why all the
characters have come alive.

� Babu ji from Khichdi
has been an iconic
character. Can you travel
back in time to tell us how
did that show happen with

you?
In 2002, Aatish Kapadia

and JD Majethia, the
makers of the show, offered
me the role. They thought
that I fit in the role. When
they narrated the first
episode, I was blown away
with the script. The way
those characters were
written spoke of brilliance.
I feel fortunate that I took

up such a remarkable role.

�What are some of the
challenges that you face
when you do comedy?

Comedy is a difficult
genre and all the actors
have to be fine tuned with
the script given to them.
Timing is also important.
To maintain the timing and
deliver exactly what we

think is a task. But as
trained actors we know how
to tackle such situations.

�How do you see your
journey in the industry?

I see my journey with a
lot of gratitude. I have
played some landmark roles
and have got a lot of love
and affection from the
viewers.
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With view of the surge in Covid-
19 cases, Delhi Police

Commissioner SN Shrivastava in
weekly law and order meeting on
Saturday instructed his officers to
ensure optimal visibility of the force
and follow safety guidelines.

A crime review meeting was held
by the Delhi Police chief with senior
officers of the force through a video-
conference to discuss the law-and-order
situation and take stock of the action
taken against incidents of crime and
criminals.

The CP also reviewed Covid-19
prosecution and status of vaccination
in different districts and units.

“Crime against women, kidnap-
ping and POCSO cases were analysed
along with other cases registered and
their disposal. Appraisal of action
plan vis-a-vis targets for each police

station was also conducted and district
heads were directed to closely moni-
tor the same,” said Anil Mittal, the
Additional Public Relation Officer
(APRO) of Delhi Police.

“Ongoing process of listing of
criminals and strategy to keep vigil on
them were discussed along with action
plan to keep tab on criminals released
on bails. All were directed to keep an
eye on criminals whose bail or parole
periods are nearing close,” said Mittal.

The CP also examined status of
complaints in the Integrated
Complaints Management System and
directed for speedy disposal of com-
plaints.

“Status of usage of e Beat Book was
reviewed and concerned were direct-
ed to encourage the Constabulary to
use optimal technology for quick and
effective results. Performance of DIUs
was examined along with that of dis-
tricts Cyber Cells,” said Mittal.

Kerala Assembly elections for
140 seats  are due on April

6. If the ongoing West Bengal
elections grabbed all the eyeballs,
Kerala with 54.7  per cent
Hindus, 26.6 per cent Muslims
and 18.4 per cent Christians is
the big challenge for the BJP to
come to power. From Sabarimala
sentiments to the entry of Metro
man E Sreedharan, Kerala has
seen changes. In an exclusive
conversation with The Pioneer's
Principal Correspondent Sapna
Singh, Member of Parliament
from New Delhi constituency,
Meenakshi Lekhi, who is in
Kerala for the election cam-
paign, spoke on various issues. 

How difficult is  for the
BJP to contest Assembly elec-
tions in Kerala, with the Left
dominating in the State? Do
you think Sabarimala senti-
ments will work to attract vot-
ers?

We are not using
Sabarimala for any kind of
electoral gains. On the other
hand, Congress was away from
agitation, they are now using
Sabarimala for their political
gain.  BJP is always with
Ayyappa devotees and will go
to any extent to protect the sen-
timents of Ayyappa devotees
and it has got to do nothing
with the polls. Coming to the
other question of winning the
election in the left dominating
area, BJP is increasing its foot-
prints in Kerala. If you look
into the past couple of elec-
tions, we can easily  notice that
BJP's vote-share is increasing
slowly and steadily. The trend
from other previously Left
dominated States such as West
Bengal, Tripura will definitely
extend to Kerala soon. It's only
a matter of time for the last nail
in the coffin.

The State will soon see a
triangular fight between UDF,
LDF and the BJP. There is a
slogan in Kerala —vote on
development not politics!
How much challenging will it
be for BJP to convey locals
about Central Government
funded projects there —be it
road infra or gas pipeline
project, instance — Kochi to
Mangalore when current
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan  ensured doorstep
ration delivery campaign dur-
ing corona times.

Most of the projects imple-
mented by LDF Govt are initi-
ated by the Central Govt. The
LDF Government is just
renaming them. The project
allocation fund for Kerala has
significantly increased during
the PM Narendra Modi Govt.
Alappuzha bypass is the biggest
example which is indicative of
the fact that gestation period
for completion of any infra-
structure project is at least 40
years. Central Government has
sponsored many projects from
smart cities to water manage-
ment projects.

It is being said, if the BJP

fares even marginally, it may
cut Congress and the Left
votes. Assembly election is a
golden opportunity for the
BJP to escalate their vote
share from 10-15 per cent to
at least 20-25%, what is the
party's strategy?

Historically BJP is increas-
ing vote share with every elec-
tion and on the other side the
vote share of communists and
Congress is declining elections
after elections. In line with that
trend, BJP will definitely
increase its vote share in the
Assembly elections.

In 2016, the BJP opened
its account. This time around,
there are a few key con-
stituencies like Konni and
Malampuzha, where they
hope to register victories. Do
you think that Kerala's poli-
tics are on the cusp of change?

Until the 2016 election, there
was a perception that BJP could-
n't open its account in Kerala
Assembly. In fact, such miscon-
ception was propagated by com-
munists and Congress. Much
before, there were many chances
for BJP to open the account in
Assembly. Perhaps, in such sit-
uations, the unholy nexus  of
Congress and communists
worked together with the sup-
port of Jihadis to ensure defeat
of the BJP candidates. They
used a cross-vote methodology
to ensure the defeat of BJP can-
didates, thereby cheating people's
mandate. One of the best exam-
ple for that was the defeat of cur-
rent BJP State president K
Surendran in Manjeswaram
assembly constituency in 2016
election. He lost the election for
just 87 votes and if we analyse the
election result and voting pattern,
we could easily understand as to
how the unholy nexus ensured
defeat of the BJP.

There is a wave of
Pinarayi factor in Kerala, how
BJP's central leadership plays
a crucial role when Pinarayi
claims 'Co-Le-B' alliance is
unholy?

There is no such wave of
Pinarayi factor. We have wit-
nessed the same during the last
Lok Sabha polls and represen-
tation of Kerala communists in
Indian parliament has been
reduced to just one. In reality,
'Co-Ca-Ji' unholy alliance has
always been in existence to
defeat BJP and also common
purpose and interests like cor-
rupt practices . Behind the
scenes, the unholy nexus of
Communist and Congress
enjoys the support of Jihadi ele-

ments. Congress and
Communists are blatantly hav-
ing public alliances across the
country except Kerala.
Comrade Sitaram Yechuri is
campaigning for Congress can-
didates and vice versa in all
other States in India except
Kerala. Same Yechuri and his
team are reaching Kerala and
criticising Congress. Their 'Co-
Ca-Ji' unholy nexus has field-
ed candidates in line with their
appeasement politics , where
BJP has high chances of
winnability. 

This time around, there
seems to be a pro-BJP senti-
ment among the Christian
community and Church-

based voters, how this may
alter the political equations.

Kerala church and their
communities are really worried
about their daughters. The
cases of Love Jihad are cumu-
lative in Kerala daily and many
victims are from those com-
munities. Many incidents of
young girls were transported to
Syria reported from Kerala.
Also missing cases of girls
from the State are not resolved
yet. This is over and above the
fact that members from the two
communities share identical
nationalistic vision.

In Tripunithura,
Sabarimala takes centre stage,
will this help BJP?

Sabarimala sentiments will
be definitely reflected in forth-
coming polls across the State,
not only in Tripunithura.
Millions of devotees across the
state are waiting to give an apt
reply to communists and oth-
ers, who tried to hurt their sen-
timents. We will witness the
defeat of scores of candidates
whoever was in forefront to
attack the sentiments of
Ayyappa devotees.

Metro man E Sreedharan
recently filed his nomination
papers as a National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
candidate in the Palakkad
Assembly constituency of
Kerala. Visits of Central lead-

ers are frequently ahead of
elections be it Indian National
Congress's Rahul Gandhi or
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sithraman, as PM Modi is
BJP's face, do you think
Sreedharan's candidature will
make a difference or BJP will
project him as Chief Minister
face for the State.

BJP never highlighted him
as CM candidate for Kerala but
we always highlight him as 'an
icon of development'. His entry
has elevated the position party
in the State. CM always gets
decided after MLAs choose
someone as one so the possi-
bility of him being the CM is
as much a possibility as any
other MLA from BJP.
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The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) accused the
BJP- ruled South Corporation of tabling

proposal to increase the surface-level park-
ing rates in the House meeting and demand-
ed to repeal the recommendation. However,
the BJP denied the claim, saying that there
is no such proposal to increase parking rates.

Senior AAP leader and MLA from
Kalkaji Constituency of South Delhi Atishi
said that the BJP ruled SDMC and its
standing committee has proposed to increase
the surface-level parking rates by 100 per cent
that is from  Rs 20 to Rs 40 per hour.

The AAP leader said that the BJP ruled
authority is pulling all the strings to rob the
hard-earned money of the citizens ahead of
the MCD elections of 2022. “The BJP is well
aware of the fact that they will be wiped out
from the forthcoming elections since the cit-
izens of Delhi are evidently disappointed with
their work and the many such unnecessary
taxation policies that they are implementing
to extract money from the people of Delhi.

“The standing Committee of SDMC has
released a proposal to increase the surface
parking rates by an appalling rate of 100 per
cent. This means, when people like us visit
any marketplaces, malls, or metro stations,
we will have to pay double than that of the
existing parking rates if this is notified and
approved,” she said. Responding to Atishi,
Delhi BJP Spokesperson Praveen Shankar
Kapoor accused the AAP leader of mis-
leading people as parking charges have not
been increased by the corporation.

Parking on roads is a menace in Delhi
as apart from creating jams, it often causes
street fights. 
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Amajor fire broke out at Nathupur village in
Gurugram here in the intervening night of

Friday and Saturday.
The fire engulfed 700 huts of which 500 shanties

were completely gutted.
The cause of the fire is suspected to be elec-

trical short-circuit. Fire personnel evacuated res-
idents from the huts and it took them about five
hours to control the fire. No casualties or injuries
have been reported.

According to the fire officials they received the
fire incident call at around 2.08 am.

They suspected that the fire incident took place
due to illegal electric supply which cause electric
short-circuit in the area and it spread rapidly to
other huts. Soon the entire area was engulfed in
flames. The residents left their valuables behind and
ran at the safe places to save their lives.

IS Kashyap, assistant divisional fire safety offi-
cer said, around 15 fire tenders were reached the
place and brought the situation under control in
five hours. Fifteen fire-tenders from Sector-29 fire
station, Udyog Vihar fire station, Sector-37 fire sta-
tion, Bhim Nagar fire station and from the DLF
were rushed to the spot. 

"Teams of several fire personnels were deployed
in the fire-fighting and evacuation operations. Most
probably the incident was caused by an electric
short-circuit," Kashyap said.

"There was some property loss to residents but
no death or injuries were caused. The residents are
daily wage labourers working at building con-
struction sites,” he said. 

"Timely rescue operation led by the fire per-
sonnels saved hundreds of lives. It is expected that
hundreds of people having living in illegal huts
erected by local residents on a 4-5-acre land at
Nathupur village for the last several years. These
two story huts are covered with plastic covers, tar-
paulin sheets, wood and bamboo. These materials
were another reason for the fire to spread across
the area very rapidly," Kayshap added.
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Delhi recorded 3,567 fresh
Covid-19 cases on

Saturday, while ten more peo-
ple died due to the infection,
taking the death toll to 11,060. 

The positivity rate also had
mounted to 4.48 per cent from
4.11 per cent a day before
amid a massive surge in cases
in the span of the last 
few weeks.

According to the health
bulletin issued by the health
department of the Delhi
Government, the number of
active cases rose to 12,647
from 11,994 a day before. A
total of 79,617 tests, including
57,296 RT-PCR tests, were
conducted a day ago, the bul-
letin said.

The number of people
under home isolation rose to
6,569 from 6,106 a day ago. The

containment zones rose to
2,618 from 2,338 on Friday, it
said.  

With the new infections,
the number of cumulative cases
rose to 6,72,381. The city had
reported 3,594 cases on Friday,
the highest daily count this
year.  Delhi had reported 2,790
cases on Thursday, 1,819 on
Wednesday, 992 on Tuesday,
1,904 cases on Monday and
1,881 cases on Sunday. It had
reported 1,558 cases on
Saturday, 1,534 cases last
Friday, 1,515 cases last
Thursday, 1,254 cases a day
before that and 1,101 cases last
Tuesday, when it had crossed
the 1,000-mark for the first
time since December 24. 

The number of cumulative
cases as on January 1 had
stood at over 6.25 lakh and the
total fatalities were 10,557.
The number of daily cases had

started to come down in
February.  On February 26, the
month's highest daily count of
256 cases was recorded.   

However, the daily cases
began to rise again in March
and have been steadily increas-
ing since then.

Kejriwal had said on Friday
that Delhi is encountering the
fourth wave of COVID-19
infection but there is no need
of imposing lockdown. 

The chief minister urged
the Centre to allow states to
undertake mass-level vaccina-
tion. He had also suggested that
the Centre should lift the age
bar of 45 years for vaccination
to pave the way for mass-level
inoculation.Kejriwal also
appealed to the people to wear
face masks, maintain social
distancing and regularly wash
hands to prevent the spread of
the virus.

NEW DELHI: The St Stephen's College
campus' "inner perimeter" has been ren-
dered out of bounds after 13 resident
students and two staffers tested Covid-
19 positive, according to a notice issued
by the institute's principal.

The notice, issued on Friday, said
necessary and stringent measures have
been put in place by the dean's office to
ensure isolation and social distancing for
"all residents".

The dean of residence-cum-college
chaplain and mass steward (security offi-
cer), both of whom have tested positive
for the coronavirus, had taken a group
of students, including hostellers, of the
Delhi college for an educational trip to
Dalhousie in Himachal Pradesh in the
last week of March.

"The inner perimeter of the college
is out of bounds for all, unless specific
clearance is given by the principal on a
case by case basis. The outer perimeter
of the college may be accessed by those
with relevant and regular work after due
process at the security counter," the
notice read.

"Faculty who are scheduled to come
to college may defer their coming till a
notification informs them of an
improvement in the condition," it read.

On Friday, St Stephen's College gov-
erning body member Nandita Narain
wrote to the college's principal, John
Varghese, asking several questions relat-
ed to the reports of students testing
COVID-19 positive and the Dalhousie
trip.

In the letter, Narain also asked
whether the college administration
took permission from the University of
Delhi and the state government for the
trip or opening hostels and allowing

"over 200" students to return in the last
few months.

"Why was this trip organised by the
college officials in the times of COVID
pandemic? Was the trip authorised by
the principal? Was the consent of par-
ents of the students taken for going on
this trip? Was the permission of the
University of Delhi and the state gov-
ernment taken for organising such a trip
in pandemic times?" the governing
body member asked.

In his reply, Varghese, besides con-
firming the positive test reports of the
students and the staff members, said the
trip in question was authorised by him
and that the consent of students' parents
was also taken for the same.

"As for the other questions, I shall
answer them when I have a little more
time to spare. You will agree that han-
dling the situation is the priority now.
Please be informed that the Dean's
Office is aware of the situation and nec-
essary steps have already been taken in
consultation with medical and civic
authorities," he wrote to Narain.

The national capital has been see-
ing a surge in cases. Delhi recorded
3,594 fresh cases of COVID-19 on
Friday, the highest daily count this year
while 14 more people died due to the
coronavirus infection, taking the toll to
11,050, according to the health depart-
ment. The positivity rate also mounted
to 4.11 per cent from 3.57 per cent a day
before, amid a massive surge in cases in
the span of the last few weeks.

In Himachal Pradesh, the cumula-
tive cases stand at 60,026 and active
cases at 3,338, while the death toll is
1,056, according to the Union Health
Ministry. PTI
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Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia along with

his family took the first Covid-
19 vaccine on Saturday at the
Azad Medical College and said
the Centre should allow the
vaccination without age restric-
tions. Sisodia also thanked doc-
tors and scientists after being
administered the vaccine and
said the whole nation today is
thankful to them as they
emerged to find solutions to
help the entire nation and the
world in these unprecedented
times.

"Got vaccinated with my
family today @HospitalLok!
Thankful to our brilliant sci-
entists, medical teams &
everyone who worked tire-
lessly for making vaccines for
us. Centre Govt should pro-
vide vaccine for all without

age restrictions. Let's fight
#Covid together!" Sisodia
tweeted.

He also appealed to all the
citizens of Delhi who are over
the age of 45 to get a Covid vac-
cine, saying it is the only way
for us to fight this virus.

The Deputy Chief Minister
further said, “I request the
Government of India to
increase the supply of Covid-
19 vaccine in Delhi and begin
the vaccination drive for citi-
zens below the age of 45 to stop
the spread of the virus.

“The only way to fight and
overcome this virus is by vac-
cinating people of all ages. We
aim to vaccinate all the citizens
of Delhi by 3rd or 4th May,
once the Delhi Government
receives a good number of
Covid-19 vaccine doses by the
Central Government,” he
added.

Presently, people aged 45
years and above are being
administered Covid-19 vac-

cines.
Last month, Chief Minister

Arvind Kejriwal took the jab

along with his parents at the
government-run LNJP
Hospital. 
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Bengaluru: Karnataka registered 4,373 fresh
Covid-19 cases including 3,002 cases from
Bengaluru Urban alone and 19 related fatalities,
taking the total caseload to 10.10 lakh and the toll
to 12,610, the health department said on Saturday.

The health bulletin said that on a positive note
the day also saw 1,959 patients getting discharged
after recovery.

Cumulatively 10,10,602 Covid-19 positive
cases have been confirmed in the state since March
8, 2020, which includes 12,610 deaths and
9,61,359 discharges, the bulletin stated.

The virus claimed 19 lives, including six each
in Bengaluru and Mysuru, three in Hassan, two
in Mandya and one each in Tumakuru and
Kalaburagi.

As the epi-centre of the infection in the state,
Bengaluru reported 3,002 fresh cases on Friday,
taking its Covid tally to 4,44,244, including 26,544

active cases, while 4,13,058 patients recovered till
date, with 1,052 during the day.

"Out of 36,614 active cases, 36,287 patients are
stable and in isolation at designated hospitals, while
327 are in Intensive Care Units (ICUs). Bengaluru
Urban and Mysuru each accounted for six
deaths, Hassan (3), Mandya (2), and one each from
Kalaburagi and Tumakuru.

Bengaluru Urban district tops the list of pos-
itive cases, with a total of 4,44,244, followed by
Mysuru 56,264 and Ballari 39,913.

Among discharges too, Bengaluru Urban was
on top with 4,13,058, followed by Mysuru 54,331
and Ballari 38,969. A total of over 2,17,69,721 sam-
ples have been tested so far, out of which
1,23,830 were on Friday alone.

"Positivity rate for the day rose to 3.53 per cent
while the case fatality rate was 0.43 per cent across
the state on Friday," added the bulletin. IANS
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Srinagar: The Jammu and Kashmir police
have solved a grenade throwing case and
arrested two terrorist associates of LeT, offi-
cials said on Saturday.

Police said on Dec 12, 2020 unknown ter-
rorists hurled a hand grenade towards Police
Post Bus Stand which missed the intended tar-
get and exploded outside gate of the police
post, resulting in injuries to three civilians.

Accordingly a case was registered by the
police and investigation was set into motion.

Police said during the course of investi-
gation two suspects Mohd Asif Najar and Sahil
Rashid Bhat resident of Green Town Sopore
were apprehended."During questioning they
confessed that they are working for LeT out-
fit as over ground workers and had thrown the
Grenade on Police Post Bus Stand on the
directions of LeT terrorists," police said.

"The duo also confessed that they were
desirous to join the terrorist ranks but before
that a hand Grenade was handed over to them
with the directions to throw it on any secu-
rity force/ Police establishments in Sopore
area, which they finally threw on Police Post
Bus Stand." Police said both have been for-
mally arrested on April 1 in the instant case
and are presently on Police remand.

Police said further investigations are
on. IANS
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Kodagu (Karnataka): Six persons, including four children, were
set on fire by a man in an inebriated state over a tiff with his
wife in the wee hours of Saturday at Ponnampet in Kodagu dis-
trict in Karnataka, the police said. All six died.

According to the police, the accused Yeravara Bhoja aged
around 50 years, is absconding after the incident. The incident
took place in Mugutageri village of Ponnampet in Virajpete Taluk.

While his brother-in-law Yeravara Manju was living at the
residence of Kolera Vasanta situated near the Kaanur road in
Mugutageri village. Some 5-6 members of the family had vis-
ited his house and had stayed there, it is learned.

The police said that Bhoja is an estate labourer who used
to have frequent fights after consuming alcohol with his wife,
Babi."Fed up of his chronic alcoholism and frequent fights that
invariably ended up in beating her up, she had deserted him and
shifted to her brother's house who too is labourer working in
a coffee estate. This had infuriated Bhoja further despite his per-
suasion, she had refused to stay with him anymore," the police
explained.

The police added that on Friday too he tried to persuade
her but when she refused he returned home and got drunk and
at around 2:00 am he poured petrol on his brother-in-law's house
and set it on a blaze.

"With the help of neighbours, his brother in law was able
to save four members but other six persons - Babi, 45 years, Seeta,
45 years, Prarthana, 6 years, where charred to death, while Praksh,
6 years, Vishwas, 7 years and Vishwas, 7 years were succumbed
to injuries in hospital," the police said. IANS
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New Delhi: The cumulative
number of Covdi-19 vaccine
doses administered in the coun-
try has crossed 7.44 crore, the
Union Health Ministry said on
Saturday.  

A total of 7,44,42,267 vac-
cine doses have been given,
according to a provisional
report till 8 pm. T h e s e
include 89,53,552 healthcare
workers (HCWs) who have
taken the first dose and
53,06,671 HCWs who have
taken the second dose,
96,19,289 frontline workers
(FLWs) who have received the
first dose and 40,18,526 FLWs
who have taken the second
dose.Besides, 4,57,78,875  and
7,65,354 beneficiaries aged more
than 45 have been administered
the first and second dose respec-
tively.

"Total 13,00,146 vaccine
doses were given till 8 pm on
Saturday, the seventy-eighth
day of nationwide COVID19

vaccination. Out of which
11,86,621 beneficiaries were
vaccinated for 1st dose and
1,13,525 beneficiaries received
2nd dose of the vaccine as per
the provisional report," the
ministry said adding final
reports would be completed
for the day by late night.

Besides, 1123851 and 78012
beneficiaries aged above 45
have been given the first and
second dose on April 3.
The countrywide vaccination
drive was rolled out on January
16 with healthcare workers get-
ting inoculated and vaccination
of frontline workers started
from February 2.

The next phase of COVID-
19 vaccination commenced
from March 1 for those over 60
years of age and for people aged
45 and above with specified co-
morbid conditions. I n d i a
launched vaccination for all
people aged more than 45 from
April 1. PTI
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New Delhi: Cracking the whip against the
violators of coronavirus-related protocols,
the Delhi Police issued 11,800 challans for
not following the face mask rule and 125
for not maintain social distancing in the
last two weeks amid a recent spike in the
cases.  

According to data shared by the
Delhi Police, a total of 5,78,324 challans
have been issued since June 15 till Friday,
including 5,36,256 for not wearing face
masks and 38,631 for not maintaining
social distancing. A total of 2,720
challans were issued to people for not
wearing face masks from March 10 to
March 19, which translates to an average
of 272 challans per day. Thirty-three chal-
lans have been issued in the same peri-
od for violating social distancing, the
Delhi Police data said.

However, the number of challans for
face mask violations increased to 11,800
and those issued for not not violating
social distancing norms rose to 125 from
March 20 to Friday. In the last two weeks,
police on an average challaned 842 peo-
ple per day for not wearing masks, it said.

Recently, Lieutenant Governor Anil
Baijal directed authorities in the nation-
al capital to intensify the enforcement of
COVID rules to check the spread of the
coronavirus.

Delhi Police Public Relations Officer
(PRO) Chinmoy Biswal said they are tak-
ing strict actions against the violators.
"As the COVID cases are again rising in
the national capital, we are taking strong
action by sensitising and prosecuting the
violators in the interest of the public. We
have enhanced the checking and issuing
challans to people who are not following
the COVID norms," Biswal said.

On March 30, police issued 920 chal-
lans for mask violation and 19 for not fol-
lowing social distancing. On March 31,
the number of challans for the mask rule
violation went up to four digits, as police
booked 1,091 people. Sixteen people
were also challaned for not maintaining
social distancing, the data showed.

On Thursday and Friday, police
issued challans to 1,127 and 1,203 peo-
ple respectively for not wearing masks.
The number of challans issued for vio-
lating social distancing was six on both
the days, it said. Police distributed
132 masks to the needy on Friday and a
total of 4,29,829 masks have been dis-
tributed since June 15, it added.

COVID-19 cases in the national cap-
ital have been increasing since March 19.
On Friday, Delhi recorded 3,594 fresh
cases of COVID-19, the highest daily
count this year. PTI 
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Ahmedabad: Amid a surge in Covid-19 cases, the
Gujarat government on Saturday empowered district
collectors and municipal commissioners to reserve beds
in private hospitals for treatment of the infected patients.

Announcing the decision during a review tour of
Vadodara, state Deputy Chief Minister Nitin Patel said
the expenses incurred on patients on such beds would
be paid by the government.

"The state government has taken a decision to give
powers to municipal commissioners and district col-
lectors to reserve private hospital beds for coronavirus
patients," Patel, who also holds the health portfolio, told
reporters.

Patel, who during his tour met district and civic offi-
cials, said circuit houses in Vadodara would be converted
into COVID care centres for asymptomatic patients who
live in slums, chawls or small houses where effective iso-
lation may not be possible.

"We have also decided to form a committee of expert
doctors to check if patients admitted in private hospi-
tals really require such admission or whether they have
been given beds despite being asymptomatic. Such
(asymptomatic) patients will be discharged and those
who really require beds will be admitted in hospitals,"
Patel said.

There was no shortage of Remdesivir, a medicine
known to be effective in treating the infection, and
50,000 vials had been ordered, he informed.

Gujarat, on Friday, reported 2640 cases, the high-
est single-day addition, as well as 11 deaths. PTI

Bhubaneswar: With the rise in the number  of Covid-
19 cases in the state, the Odisha Government on
Saturday announced that night curfew would be
imposed in 10 districts with  effect from April 5, an offi-
cial order said. For the interest of general public and
to prevent transmission of infection, the government
has decided imposition of night curfew in the districts
of Sundergarh, Jharsuguda, Sambalpur, Bargarh,
Bolangir, Nuapada, Kalahandi, Nawarangpur, Koraput
and Malkangiri from April 5, an order signed by Chief
Secretary S C Mohapatra said.

All shops, commercial establishments, offices, insti-
tutions and movement of individuals will remain closed/
prohibited between 10 pm to 5 am, except for essen-
tial activities, the order said.

It said that district collectors/ municipal commis-
sioners will issue orders for their respective jurisdic-
tions under appropriate provisions of law, such as under
Section 144 of CrPC and ensure strict compliance.The
district collectors may impose any further restrictions
or allow such activities which they feel appropriate con-
sidering the local situation, the order said.

Municipal employees, police, government officials
on duty, doctors, paramedical staff (govt and private),
ambulances and emergency health staff are exempted
from the purview of the night curfew, the official said,
adding that emergency workers of utilities such as elec-
tricity,  fire services, telecom, water, railways, airport
and transport services  also can make
movements. PTI
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Kerala reported 2,541  new
COVID-19 cases and 12

deaths on Saturday, pushing the
caseload to 11,32,431 and death
toll to 4,658.

According to the state
health department, 1,660 peo-
ple recuperated from the dis-
ease today, taking the tally to
11,00,186.

Currently, there are 27,274
people under treatment and
1,42,761 under 
observation of which 4,306 are
in isolation wards of various
hospitals, a release 
said.

The state tested 44,779

samples in the last 24 hours and
the test positivity rate was 5.67
per cent.

The state has till now test-
ed 1,33,09,773 samples.

Kozhikode reported the
most number of cases on
Saturday--568, followed by
Ernakulam with 268 and
Kannur (264).

"Out of those found infect-
ed today, 108 reached the state
from outside, while 2,261 con-
tracted the disease through
their contacts and 11
health workers are also among
the infected," the release 
said.

Currently there are 357
hotspots in the state. 

Chandigarh: Punjab Chief
Secretary Vini Mahajan on
Saturday directed the health
department to vaccinate all per-
sons  above 45 years of age with-
in this month aimed at con-
taining the further  spread of the
second wave of COVID-19 in
the state.  She directed the
administrative secretary in-
charge of each district to over-
see the planning and response
system.

Chairing a meeting to
review the COVID vaccination
and management in the state
here, the chief secretary direct-
ed all deputy commissioners,
police commissioners and dis-
trict police chiefs to focus on
reducing the mortality rate and
make efforts to increase the con-
tact tracing, testing as well as to
enhance the vaccination drive

exponentially to take Punjab out
of the present critical situation.

Mahajan stressed that the
COVID norms should be strict-
ly enforced to contain the num-
ber of cases, which increased
exponentially in the past week
in Punjab, according to an offi-
cial statement.

She expressed concern on
the reports that the majority of
people were still not wearing
masks at social, political and reli-
gious gatherings, which could
turn the COVID situation more
disastrous in the state. Mahajan
was informed that approxi-
mately 10 lakh people have
been inoculated so far and the
state's plans were to vaccinate 32
lakh citizens in the coming two
weeks  She instructed the state
machinery to increase testing
capacity to 60,000 tests per day

so that the COVID situation
could be brought under control.

Mahajan directed the dis-
trict administrations to collect
samples of COVID-19 affected
patients at the earliest and pro-
vide results as soon as possible
so that the positive patients
should make themselves quar-
antined immediately.

She desired that the doctors
and health workers should visit
the patients in isolation and
proper guidance should be pro-
vided to the patients whether
there was a need for any med-
ication and further investiga-
tions. The chief secretary asked
all the district administrations to
rope in non-governmental
organisations and other civil
society groups for motivating the
people to take the jab without
any hesitancy. PTI
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Dharamsala (HP): A State-level
Congress leader on  Saturday
sought to know why the Central
University of Himachal Pradesh
was operating from a temporary
campus despite being allotted land
by the state government.

He said the BJP-ruled State
Government should clarify its
stand on the matter.

“If the BJP Government fails to
clear the air on the matter, people
will give it a befitting reply in the
Dharamsala municipal polls on
April 7,” Congress state spokesper-
son Rajesh Sharma said in a state-
ment.The Congress leader said
the BJP should explain why it
could not ensure permanent cam-
pus for the university despite rul-
ing the state for three years.

He added that activists of the
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad
(ABVP), the BJP's youth wing, have
been protesting since the past
seven weeks over the absence of
permanent campus of the varsity.

“Why is the varsity still run-
ning from the building of other
departments in Dharamshala? The

BJP should answer why its own
outfit ABVP is agitating against
them. Why has the appointment of
a regular vice chancellor, registrar
and controller of examinations
not been done in the Central
University of Himachal Pradesh
(CUHP) for the past one year?”
Sharma said.

The Central University of
Himachal Pradesh has been await-
ing permanent campus for the
past 12 years.The university is
currently operating from a tem-
porary campus, pending the con-
struction of two permanent cam-
puses at Dehra and Dharamsala in
Kangra district.The university was
founded in 2009 under the Central
Universities Act enacted by the par-
liament. PTI 
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Kendrapara: A 24-year-old
woman was on Saturday alleged-
ly stripped naked and beaten up
by in-laws in Odisha's
Kendrapara district, and the
footage of the incident has gone
viral  on social media for failing
to meet dowry demand. 
The woman's uncle has filed a
complaint with the local police
station,  following which a probe
has been launched in the mat-
ter, police said. PTI
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From Page 1
Referring to the Chief Minister’s

repeated allegations about a “parti-
san Election Commission”, the Prime
Minister said that one who talked of
Khela Hobey (game is in the offing)
but pointed fingers at the umpire
(ECI) it should be considered that “it
is Khela Shesh (game is over) for that
person.”

Referring to the Chief Minister’s
claim that the BJP was paying peo-
ple to join its rallies in large number,
Modi said that her statements insult-
ed the self-respecting people of
Bengal. “Didi is saying that the peo-
ple are taking cash to attend BJP ral-
lies,” but she has forgotten that
“Bengalis are self-respecting people
who could not be purchased by the
mighty British even… Didi, you have
insulted the people of Bengal with
this statement… they will give you
a befitting reply.”

The Chief Minister who was
addressing a rally about 50 km away
in Howrah hit back asking the peo-
ple to remain on guard against the
saffron forces who would divide
Bengal. “BJP wants to divide
Bengal...These people want to end
Bengal, its language, its culture,”
Banerjee said requesting the minor-
ity brothers and sisters not to allow
their vote to be divided between the
TMC and the Indian Secular Front
floated by Abbas Siddique.

“There is a party from
Hyderabad funded by the BJP … that

party has joined hands with a per-
son in Bengal and jointly are trying
to divide the minority votes to help
t he BJP … please don’t allow your
vote to be divided,” she said.

On the repeated claims by the
BJP leadership that the party was on
its way to victory Banerjee said that
her party was winning in Bengal and
asked her supporters to remain pre-
pared for the victory ahead. “We are
winning comfortably in Nandigram
comfortably. So remain prepared for
the victory ahead,” she said.

Meanwhile, in a related devel-
opment the Trinamool Congress
has raised the issue of EVM tam-
pering. Senior TMC leader Yashwant
Sinha on Saturday said that his
party was concerned about an inci-
dent (in Assam) of EVM being
changed by the BJP to ensure victo-
ry.  He also referred to the alleged
“mind game” being played by the BJP
leadership to pep up the supporters
at a time when the party was staring
a defeat. “We have information that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Home Minister Amit Shah and BJP
president JP Nadda met in the late
night on Friday to assess the situa-
tion in Bengal … they have reports
that the BJP has not done well in the
earlier two rounds of elections so
they have decided to add more
spice to their process of lying to the
people so that the party workers
remained enthused and motivated,
Sinha said.

From Page 1
“… the proposal for ban-

ning the practice of
Kottikalasham in the state of
Kerala has been approved by the
Commission,” the ECI said in a
letter.  Though there is no men-
tion of the COVID-19 in the let-
ter.   Known as “Kottikalasham”
in the local parlance, the finale
of the open poll campaigning
used to be a jamboree in the
southern State in which every
political party would try to
show off their strength by bring-
ing a maximum number of
supporters to add colour to the
show.

From Page 1
Reacting to Rahul Gandhi’s statement, BJP

spokesman Sambit Patra hit out at him saying that no
amount of ranting and crying is going to help him. 

“No amount of your ranting & crying is going to
help Mr Gandhi, for by now the world is aware of your
capabilities ...they know it’s not about democracy it’s
about your failed leadership! Almost akin to Mr Mani
Shankar’s cry for help in Pakistan,” Patra said on
Twitter.Rahul’s former party colleague and Congress
spokesperson now in BJP fold Tom Vaddakan took
potshots and said how will a dynast understand the
democratic system. Rahul Gandhi also alleged a whole-
sale capture of India’s institutional framework by the
BJP. He claimed that this has changed the paradigm
in which Opposition parties operate post-2014.

“To fight elections, I need institutional structures,
I need a judicial system that protects me, I need a
media that is reasonably free, I need financial parity,
I need a set of institutional structures that allow me
to operate as a political party. I do not have them,”
Rahul Gandhi claimed.

The Congress leader also received a heavy back-
lash on Twitter. Former Indian Foreign Secretary
Kanwal Sibal said, “Astonished he should goad the US
to take adverse note of the state of democracy in India,
take such hallowed view of American democracy while
decrying our own and implicitly suggest India not wor-
thy of an invitation to the summit of democracies
Biden proposes. And what game Nick Burns is play-
ing?”

Naming Rahul Gandhi as a “dynastic scion” and
calling his remarks “disgusting”, investor Harsh Gupta
Madhusudan said that PM Narendra Modi had
become the Prime Minister “despite the express oppo-
sition of foreign especially western powers” and
“because the people of India wanted him to lead”.
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From Page 1
The Congress had

approached the EC demanding
action against Sarma for his
remark that Mohilary would be
sent to jail through central
probe agency NIA if he does
“extremism” with rebel leader
M Batha.  

The BPF is an ally of the
Congress in Assam. It was pre-
viously with the BJP.

In another development,
the EC has passed an order
transferring his brother
Sushanta Biswa Sarma, who is
the Superintendent of Police,
Goalpara, which will go to the
poll on April 6. 

The order said that Sarma
shall be transferred to some
suitable post in the State head-
quarters and IPS officer Veera
Venakata Rakesh
Reddy shall be posted with

immediate effect as 
the new SP of Goalpara
district.

From Page 1
With 49,477 fresh cases,

the total infections in
Maharashtra climbed from
29,04076 to 29,53,523.
Similarly, with 277 new deaths,
the total Covid-19 toll rose
from 55,379 to 55,656.

As 37,821 patients were
discharged from the hospitals
across the state after full recov-
ery, the total number of people
discharged from the hospitals
since the second 
week of March last year went
up to 24,95,315. 

The recovery rate in the
state dropped from 84.62 per
cent to 84.49 per cent.

Meanwhile, the number of
“active cases” total cases in the
state increased from   3,89,832
to 4,01,172  

The fatality rate in the
state dropped from 1.91 per
cent to 1.88 per cent.

There are a maximum of
73,599 “active” cases in Pune,
followed by Mumbai (60,846)
Nagpur (52,408), Thane
(48,660), Nashik (31,512),
Aurangabad (14302), Jalgaon
(7641), Amaravati (3440) and

Akola (3821).
With 19 fresh deaths, the

Covid-19 toll in Mumbai rose
from 11,727 to 11,754,  while
the infected cases went up fur-
ther by an alarming 9108 cases
to trigger a jump in the infec-
tions from 4,32,367 to 
4,41,475.

Pune district -- which con-
tinues to be the worst-affected
city-district in Maharashtra –
on Friday saw the total number
of cases increase from 553413
to 5,64,286 , while the total
number of deaths in Pune rose
from 8373 to 8425.

Thane district remained
in the third spot --after Pune
and Mumbai – after the total
number of infections rose from
3,49,355 to 3,54,846 while the
total deaths climbed from 6087
to 6111.

Of the 2,03,43,135 samples
sent to laboratories, 29,53,523
have tested positive (14.52 per
cent) for COVID-19 until
Saturday.

Currently, 21,57,135 people
are in home quarantine while
18,994 people are in institu-
tional quarantine.
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The Enforcement
Directorate on Saturday

said it has attached movable
and immovable properties
worth over �350 crore in 10
separate cases of money laun-
dering. The attachments
include properties worth
�197.34 crore of real estate
company Unitech, worth �73
crore in coal block cases of two
firms—Visa Power Ltd. and
Vini Iron & Steel Udyog Ltd
and over �67.06 crore in four
cases of banking frauds by
business entities.

In the Unitech case, the
ED has attached 10 properties,
including a resort each in
Sikkim (Gangtok) and Kerala
(Alappuzha), under provisions
of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

“The registered value of
these immovable properties is
�197.34 crore and these
immovable properties are
owned by the various entities
of Carnoustie Group,” the ED
said.

“The Unitech Group had
diverted proceeds of crime to
the tune of �325 crore to
Carnoustie Group and in turn,
the entities of Carnoustie
Group purchased several
immovable properties from
these funds,” the ED said in a

statement.
Earlier this week, the

agency had similarly attached
assets worth �152.48 crore of
the Unitech Group.

A criminal case was reg-
istered under various sections
of the PMLA against the
Unitech Group and its 
promoters over allegations
that the owners —Sanjay
Chandra and Ajay Chandra —
illegally diverted over �2,000
crore to Cyprus and Cayman
Island.

Recently, the agency 
had also searched 35 premis-
es in Delhi-NCR (National
Capital Region) and Mumbai
as part of a probe in the case.

This apart, the agency’s
money laundering investiga-
tion has revealed that Visa
Power Ltd was awarded
Fatehpur Coal Block and
Fatehpur East Coal Block in
2007 by misrepresenting the
capacity of its end use power
plant to be of 1000 MW and
networth of the principal com-
pany Vida Minmetal AG,
Switzerland.

“By the end of FY (finan-
cial year) 2014, before the
cancellation of Coal Block in
September, total capital
infused in the company was
more than �200 crore. Further,
it was found that the capital
infused is under the garb of

coal block allocation. The
entire fund has been used for
project development including
purchase of land at Odisha and
Chhattisgarh. 

During investigation,
properties having 
market value of �71.81 crore
have been identified and inves-
tigation has revealed that the
same have been acquired by
proceeds of crime. 

Provisional Attachment
order has been issued worth
�72 Crore (approximately),”
the ED said in a statement.

In the case of Vini Iron &
Steel Udyog Ltd, the PMLA
probe was initiated on the
basis of a CBI FIR for alleged
irregularity in allocation of
Rajahra East Coal Block.
Money laundering investiga-
tion in this case  revealed that
Vijay Joshi laundered �4.35
crore through a maze of com-
panies for acquiring shares of
Vini Iron & Steel Udyog Ltd
from the earlier promoters.
After transfer of shares in

favour of Vijay Joshi, Rajahra
East Coal Block was allocated
to this Company. Incidentally,
Vijay Joshi was also an accused
in the case of Madhu Koda,
being tried at the Special
Court at Ranchi. 

Two f ixed deposits
amounting to �90 Lakh in the
name of Vini Iron & Steel
Udyog Ltd, which are kept as
lien with PNB, Ranchi, have
also been attached, the agency
said.

In four cases of banking
frauds by business entities,
the ED has attached movable
and immovable assets worth
over � 67.06 crore. 

Meanwhile, the ED has
also attached movable and
immovable properties worth
over �6.27 crore in two sepa-
rate cases of scheduled offence
of Black Money (Undisclosed
Foreign Income and Asset)
and Imposition of Tax Act,
2015 against Sundru
Bhagwandas Hiranandani and
RP Mansinghka.

����
#����
��&##$�
��#��%#�����(
������#(����#��
&������/.�'�0
����#������#

�
�#���-���*

The ED on Saturday said it
has attached assets worth

�3 crore of TMC leader and
CEO of beleaguered Saradha
Media Group Kunal Ghosh,
party MPs Satabdi Roy and
Debjani Mukherjee in con-
nection with a money laun-
dering probe in the Saradha
Chit Fund case. So far, prop-

erties having market value of
more than �600 crore have
been provisionally attached
during investigation under
PMLA in this case. 

Ghosh, who is out on bail
in the case, was suspended
from the TMC in 2013 for
alleged anti-party activities.
The ED has questioned him
and others in this case.
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Asenior scientist from
Hyderabad-based Centre

for Cellular & Molecular
Biology (CCMB), a lab of the
Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR),
has indicated that the UK vari-
ant of coronavirus found in
Punjab is a potential threat due
to its efficiency in spreading,
while the double mutant found
in Maharashtra is a matter of
concern, but not a cause to cre-
ate panic.

Rakesh Misra, director of
the CSIR-CCMB, said that the
UK variant has contributed to
the surge in cases in Punjab.

“Somebody had travelled
from the UK to Punjab, possi-
bly in a group, and then peo-
ple from this group would
have gone to several places in
Punjab, which has contributed
to the surge,” said Mishra.

When asked why the UK
variant has not been found
majorly in cases in the neigh-
bouring States of Himachal
Pradesh, Haryana and Delhi,
Mishra said that may be those
infected with the UK variant in
Punjab have not travelled to
places outside the state, or
there has not been a super
spreader event so far.

However, it is a matter of
time and there is a possibility
that cases may show up later,
Mishra told a news agency.

The double mutant found
in Maharashtra in 15-20 per
cent Covid samples sent for
genome sequencing is a com-
bination of two mutations --
E484Q and L452R -- the CSIR-
CCMB Director said.

The L452R was found in
patients in California, where
experts believed that it led to
higher spread of Covid-19 as
it was a more infectious strain,
while the E484Q has been
found in Maharashtra.

Also, the E484Q shares
similarities with the variants
found in Brazil and South
Africa and it has resistance to
vaccines from Johnson &
Johnson and AstraZeneca.

Mishra said the double
mutant found in Maharashtra
is certainly a matter of con-
cern, but there should not be
any panic now.

He added that 452R was
found in California and it was
considered to be more infec-

tious, but we do not know
what changes it has undergone
so far. Also, the E484Q has not
been studied well in India.

He clarified that, for
example, if  a double 
mutant is found in 50 per cent
of cases in some pockets, then
what is the cause for the other
50 per cent cases in the same
pockets?

“At this stage, we cannot
link double mutants to the
surge in cases in Maharashtra,”

said Mishra.
He added that both vac-

cines,  AstraZeneca and
Covaxin, are working well
against the Punjab variant and
the double mutant found in
Maharashtra.

Mishra emphasised that
people should continue to fol-
low Covid appropriate behav-
iour — wearing masks, social
distancing and hand sanitisa-
tion — to control the spread of
the virus.
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Ateam of researchers has
identified nine potential

new Covid-19 treatments,
including three — the trans-
plant-rejection drug
cyclosporine, the cancer drug
dacomitinib, and the antibiot-
ic salinomycin — that were
already approved by the US
Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) for
treating other 
diseases.

The study, published in the
journal Cell Reports, screened
thousands of existing drugs
and drug-like molecules for
their ability to inhibit the repli-
cation of the Covid-19-causing
coronavirus, SARS-CoV-2.

“Our discoveries here sug-
gest new avenues for thera-
peutic interventions against
Covid-19, and also underscore
the importance of testing can-
didate drugs in respiratory
cells,” said researcher Sara
Cherry from the University of
Pennsylvania.

For the study, the
researchers assembled a library

of 3,059 compounds, including
about 1,000 FDA-approved
drugs and more than 2,000
drug-like molecules that have
shown activity against defined
biological targets.

They then tested all of
these for their ability to sig-
nificantly inhibit SARS-CoV-
2 replication in infected cells,
without causing much toxici-
ty.

Initially, they performed
antiviral screens using cell
types they could grow easily in
the lab and infect with SARS-
CoV-2, namely African Green
Monkey kidney cells, and a cell
line derived from human liver
cells.

With these screens, they
identified and validated sever-
al compounds that worked in
the monkey kidney cells, and
23 that worked in the human
liver cells.
Hydroxychloroquine, which is
used as a malaria drug, and
remdesivir, were effective in
both cell types.

Since SARS-CoV-2 is
mainly a respiratory virus and
is thought to initiate infections

via airway-lining cells, the
researchers sought a respira-
tory cell type that they could
infect experimentally with the
virus.

They eventually identified
a suitable cell line, Calu-3,
that is derived from human air-
way-lining cells.

They used these respirato-
ry-derived cells to test the
antiviral compounds identified
through the human liver cell
screen, and found that only
nine had activity in the new
cells. The nine did not include
hydroxychloroquine.

The nine antivirals active
in respiratory cells did include
salinomycin, a veterinary
antibiotic that is also being
investigated as an anticancer
drug; the kinase enzyme
inhibitor dacomitinib, an anti-
cancer drug; bemcentinib,
another kinase inhibitor now
being tested against cancers;
the antihistamine drug ebas-
tine; and cyclosporine, an
immune suppressing drug
commonly used to prevent the
immune rejection of trans-
planted organs.
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The Union Home Ministry
on Saturday termed as “dis-

torted” and “misleading” media
reports linking its letter to the
Punjab Government on the
plight of 58 “bonded labourers”
rescued in the State to the
farmers’ agitation and said no
motive should be ascribed to a
routine communication over
law and order issues.

The Ministry said a section
of media has erroneously
reported that the Ministry has
written the letter to Punjab lev-
elling “grave charges” against
the farmers of the State.

“These news reports are
misleading and present a dis-
torted and highly editorialised
opinion of a simple observa-
tion about a socioeconomic
problem emerging from four
sensitive border districts of
Punjab over a period of two
years, which has been brought

to the attention of this ministry
by the concerned Central
Armed Police Force,” the home
ministry said in a statement.

The home ministry said,
“Firstly, no motive can be
ascribed to a letter issued by
this ministry to a particular
state or states as this is part of
routine communication over
law and order issues”.

The ministry said the let-
ter has also been forwarded to
the Secretary, Union Ministry
of Labour and 
Employment with a request to
carry out a sensitisation exer-
cise in all states to check the
duping of vulnerable victims at
the hands of unscrupulous
elements.

“Secondly, some of the
news reports about the letter
have juxtaposed in a totally
unrelated context to conclude
that the MHA has framed
‘grave charges’ against the
farmers of Punjab and has
also connected this with the

ongoing farmers’ agitation,”
the statement said.

Farmers, mostly from
Punjab and Haryana, have
been protesting on the borders
of Delhi against three central
agri laws since late November,
with the deadlock persisting
even after several rounds of
talks.

The home ministry said
the letter clearly and only
states that “human trafficking
syndicates” hire such labourers
and they are “exploited, paid
poorly and meted out inhuman
treatment” besides luring them
with drugs to extract more
labour, affecting their “physi-
cal and mental health”.

“Keeping in view the
multi-dimensional and over-
whelming enormity of the
problem, this ministry has
only requested the state gov-
ernment(s) to take suitable
measures to address this seri-
ous problem,” the statement
said.
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New Delhi: A high-level probe
panel appointed by the
Supreme Court to take erring
cops to task for causing
“tremendous harassment” and
“immeasurable anguish” to
ISRO scientist Dr Nambi
Narayanan in the 1994 espi-
onage case has submitted its
report to the apex court,
sources said on Saturday.

The SC had on September
14, 2018 appointed the three-
member panel headed by its
former judge D K Jain while
directing the Kerala govern-
ment to cough up Rs 50 lakh
compensation for compelling
Narayanan to undergo
“immense humiliation”.

The scientist was arrest-
ed when the Congress was
heading the government in
Kerala. The panel, after inves-
tigation, submitted its report
in a sealed cover to the apex
court recently.

The CBI, in its probe, had
held that the then top police
off icials  in Kerala were

responsible for Narayanan’s
illegal arrest.

The case also had its polit-
ical fallout, with a section in
the Congress targeting the
then Chief Minister late K
Karunakaran over the issue,
that eventually led to his res-
ignation. Over a period of
almost two-and-a-half years,

the panel headed by Justice Jain
examined the circumstances
leading to the arrest. The espi-
onage case, which had hit the
headlines in 1994, pertained to
allegations of transfer of cer-
tain confidential documents on
India’s space programme to
foreign countries by two sci-
entists and four others, includ-

ing two Maldivian women.
The 79-year-old former

scientist, who was given a
clean chit by the CBI, main-
tained that the Kerala Police
had “fabricated” the case and
the technology he was accused
to have stolen and sold in the
1994 case did not even exist at
that time.

Narayanan had
approached the apex court
against a Kerala High Court
judgement that said “no action
needed to be taken” against
former DGP Siby Mathews,
who was then heading the SIT
probe team, two retired super-
intendents of police, K K
Joshua and S Vijayan, and the
then Deputy 
Director, Intelligence Bureau,
R B Shreekumar, who were
later held responsible by the
CBI for the scientist’s illegal
arrest.

The CBI, while giving a
clean chit to the scientist, had
said that Siby Mathews had left
“the entire investigation to IB
surrendering his duties” and
ordered indiscriminate arrest
of the scientist and others
without adequate evidence.

PTI

���������&���.��/�����!��#
,��
�����������01��&������������,���

+���� �93�:9;<�

With stones allegedly pelt-
ed at the convoy of

farmer leader Rakesh Tikait in
Rajasthan’s Alwar district,
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
on Saturday said “we will take
on the Sangh (RSS) together”
and not stop until the farm laws
are repealed.

Police in the stone pelting
case have detained a student
leader, who the Bhartiya Kisan
Union claimed, belonged to the
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad, the student wing of
the BJP, and accused the party
of being behind the attack.

“Their Sangh teaches them
to attack, while non-violent
satyagraha makes the farmers
fearless,” Gandhi said in a tweet
in Hindi.

“We will take on Sangh
together — we will only stop
until the three anti-agricul-
ture and anti-national laws are
repealed,” the former Congress
chief said.

Hundreds of farmers have
been camping at Delhi’s border
points at Ghazipur, Singhu and
Tikri since November last year
demanding that the Centre
repealed the three contentious
farm laws.
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Railway Minister Piyush
Goyal on Saturday penned

a letter to around 13 lakh rail
employees, thanking them for
their work during the coron-
avirus crisis.

He said the last year was
unlike anything that was expe-
rienced before.

“While the loss of our own
would never be forgotten, it was
the grit, determination and
resolve of Rail Parivaar which
had emerged victorious in the
wake of the unprecedented
pandemic,” he said.

Goyal said that during the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
“Railway family” devoted itself
to the service of the nation.
“While the world came to a
standstill, railwaymen never
took a day off, and worked even
harder at a great personal risk
to keep the wheels of the econ-
omy moving,” he said.

The minister added that
due to the commitment of all,
the railways could ensure unin-
terrupted supply of essential
goods, be it coal for power
plants, fertilizer for farmers or
foodgrains for the consumers
across the country.

“With your sheer willpow-
er and resilience, we turned this
crisis into an opportunity,” he
wrote.

Goyal said 4,621 Shramik
Specials were run to unite fam-
ilies and carry more than 63
lakh stranded citizens. “Despite
limitations during the lock-
down, 370 major safety and
infrastructure works were com-
pleted. Kisan Rail Services
became the medium to connect
our ‘Annadatas’ directly with
bigger markets. You, through
your service, made this possi-
ble and in turn touched the
hearts and lives of lakhs of peo-
ple,” the Railway minister said.

“It is a matter of immense
pride for me that the railways,
with its exemplary work, has
spearheaded the economic
recovery,” he said, adding 1,233
million tonnes of originating
freight has been loaded, “which
is the best ever for any year”.

He also said 6,015 RKM

(Route Kilometer) of rail elec-
trification work has been
achieved in the last financial
year. “As they say, records are
meant to be broken and no one
does it better than the Indian
Railways,” the minister said.

Goyal added that now, the
railways has become a cus-
tomer-centric and is taking
numerous steps for improving
its speed as well as operational
efficiency.

“This is visible as the aver-
age speed of freight trains has
almost doubled to 44 Kmph
and punctuality of the passen-
ger trains has been maintained
at a level of 96 per cent. There
have been zero passenger fatal-
ities and a drastic reduction in
number of consequential train
accidents in last two years,” he
said in the letter.
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Shortly after the Election
Commission reduced the

campaigning ban on Assam
Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma, the Congress on
Saturday hit out at the electoral
watchdog saying it is a dark day
for Parliamentary democracy
and history will not pardon the
panel.

Congress’ chief spokesper-
son Randeep Surjewala said it
was deplorable that the EC
could not sustain its own order
and accused the poll body of
buckling under pressure of the
Modi government by reducing
the ban on Sarma from 48
hours to 24 hours.

The Election Commission
had on Friday banned Sarma
from all modes of campaigning
for 48 hours for allegedly mak-
ing threatening remarks against
Bodoland People’s Front (BPF)
chief Hagrama Mohilary but
reduced it to 24 hours this
evening after the minister ten-
dered an”unconditional apolo-
gy” and assured the poll panel
that he will abide by the pro-
visions of the model code.

“A dark day for
Parliamentary democracy. ECI
doesn’t even have the guts to
sustain its own order.
Deplorable that EC buckles
under Modi Government’s
pressure and reverses its own
order of ban on Sh. Himanta
Biswa Sarma. History will nei-
ther pardon ECI nor BJP for

this sin,”Surjewala said on
Twitter.

Questioning the EC, he
asked why did it make this
change of heart and why it did
not seek the comments of the
complainant.      The Congress
had complained to the EC
against Sarma and demanded
action against him for giving
threats to Mohilary. “Will the
ECI tell - Was this somersault
taken suo moto or on a fresh
plea by BJP/Himanta Sarma? If
yes, why did EC then not call
upon the complainant, BPF
and Congress? If no, why this
vexatious change of heart,”
Surjewala asked. “Does it now
give a license to issue threat
with impunity,” he further

asked.
Congress general secretary

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra alleged
that the EC seems to have
torn down the page of “impar-
tiality” from its rulebook.
“While we were awaiting strict
action from the Election
Commission in the case in
which an EVM was found in
the BJP leader’s car, but anoth-
er move of the Commission
seems to suggest that it has torn
down the page of impartiality
from its rulebook,” she said in
a tweet in Hindi.

“After all, under what pres-
sure was the ban on BJP leader,
who was giving threats,
reduced from 48 hours to 24
hours,” she asked.          Another

Congress leader Jaiveer Shergill
said “By ‘relaxing’ the ban on
Himanta Biswa Sarma, the EC
itself has given the proof that
they are involved in ‘fixing’ the
election for BJP.”                “The
EC must explain why sudden
change of heart? Who in BJP
called up to threaten them? EC
shamelessly becoming BJP co-
conspirator in hijacking
democracy,” he alleged.

After the EC reduced the
ban, Sarma became eligible to
campaign from the evening.

Canvassing for the third
and final phase of Assam
assembly elections comes to an
end on the evening of April 4.
The final phase of polling will
be held on April 6.
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Twenty-two per cent of the
372 candidates in the

fourth phase of the West
Bengal Assembly polls have
declared criminal cases against
themselves, according to a
report by the Association for
Democratic Reforms. The West
Bengal Election Watch and the
Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR) have analysed
the self-sworn affidavits of 372
out of 373 candidates who are
contesting in the polls to be
held on April 10. Records of
Independent candidate Bishnu
Chowdhuri from Saptagram
constituency could not be
analysed due to incomplete
affidavit available on the ECI
website at the time of making
this report, the ADR said.

“Out of 372 candidates
analysed, 81 (22 per cent) can-
didates have declared criminal
cases against themselves and 65
(17 per cent) have declared
serious criminal cases against
themselves,” the report said.
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Bhubaneswar: Slippers, micro-
phones and documents crum-
pled up into balls flew like mis-
siles in the Odisha Assembly on
Saturday, as BJP members
raged over the passage of a bill
without discussion, provoking
the Speaker to suspend three of
them and order their immedi-
ate exit from the chamber.

BJP members were up in
arms against Speaker S N Patro
after the House passed the
Odisha Lokayukta
(Amendment) Bill within min-
utes without any discussion.

Congress MLAs, too, were
livid as the chair had turned
down their notice for a dis-
cussion on alleged corruption
in mining activities.

Hardly had the Bill been
passed in the pre-lunch session
when opposition BJP members

were on their feet, shouting at
the Speaker. Soon they
began flinging slippers, micro-
phones and paper balls that
shot over the opposition bench-
es and landed near the
Speaker's podium,  plunging
the assembly into chaos and
leading to adjournment till
lunch.

When the House reassem-
bled, the Speaker Patro
announced suspension  of BJP
deputy leader in the House B
C Sethi, Mohan Majhi, the
party's  whip, and MLA J N
Mishra for the duration of the
entire session and  asked them
to leave immediately. The BJP
has 22 MLAs in the 147-mem-
ber  Odisha assembly.

The action followed after
Patro, Parliamentary Affairs
Minister  B K Arukha,
Government Chief Whip
Pramila Mallick, Leader of the
Opposition P K Naik and
Congress Legislature Party
(CLP) leader Narasingha
Mishra watched a video of the
incident.

The errant MLAs, howev-
er, remained defiant and staged
a sit-in near Mahatma Gandhi's
statue on the premises.

"Our members were sus-
pended without giving them an
opportunity to present their
point of view. Our dharna will
continue till tomorrow," Leader
of the Opposition P K Naik of
the BJP told reporters.

Suspended MLAs Mishra
and Majhi said they had no
regrets for hurling slippers and
other objects at the Speaker's
podium.

"We were not given an
opportunity to speak. We have
done no wrong. The objects
thrown by MLAs did not land
even close to the Speaker's
podium," Majhi said.

Mishra accused the
Speaker of working in a parti-
san manner "like a BJD mem-
ber", and blamed the chair for
the fracas.

"I don't care about suspen-
sion. I have been working for
the people and will continue to
do so. This suspension cannot
stop me from performing my
duty as people's representative,"
he declared nonchalantly.

Government's Chief Whip

Pramila Mallick alleged the
errant BJP MLAs acted the way
they did to "remain in news".

Congress Legislature Party
leader Narsingha Mishra
dubbed the incident as unfor-
tunate but voiced displeasure
over the Speaker rejecting his
party's notice for a discussion
on illegal mining activities.

"It is also unfortunate that
bills are passed in the House
without discussion. Bills should
not be passed when the House
is not in order," he said. Sethi
said the BJP members were
protesting against the Speaker
as he did not allow Leader of
the Opposition P K Naik to
speak."We also wanted a dis-
cussion on illegal mining activ-
ities and farmers issues. But the
Speaker did not allow it. Is it
democratic?" he said. PTI
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Parvez Ahmad Nengroo, ex-
chairman, Jammu and

Kashmir Bank has been arrest-
ed by Anti Corruption Bureau
in connection with investiga-
tion of case FIR 14/2020of PS
ACB Srinagar.

According to a statement
issued by the Anti Corruption
Bureau, "The case pertains to
illegal allotment of tenders by
Jammu and Kashmir Bank
regarding housekeeping, to a
Mumbai based Company i.e,
M/S SILA Solutions Pvt. Ltd by
not following proper tendering
norms as provided in the con-
tract to the said firm despite

not falling into the criteria of
any such allotment".

The statement further said,
"due to not following the prop-
er tendering processes, improp-
er ATM cleaning, undue addi-

tion of the Management Fee
and other omissions and com-
missions detected during the
course of investigation, the
J&K Bank has suffered losses
worth crores of rupees from the
date of award of contract".

Besides this case,  charge
sheets in connection with FIR
10/2019 of PS ACB Srinagar
have already been produced
before the Anti Corruption
Court against Parvez Ahmad
Nengroo. 

It is pertinent to mention
here that on account of illegal
appointments in JK bank, the
bank suffered a loss of more
than Rs. 250 crore on account
of salary paid to these illegal
employees over the period.
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Old Laloo Mian breaks
down like a child — as

soon as he gets a sympathetic
pat on his shoulder —not only
because he finds it difficult to
make the both ends meet but
because he does not know
where to go after BJP comes to
power because “they will push
us to Bangladesh.”

His wrinkled face and bare
rickety torso evokes concern.

Date line: Pakuria, a tiny
village in Domjur constituen-
cy, bordering Howrah and East
Midnapore district from where
BJP’s turncoat number two
Rajib Banerjee a former
Minister in Mamata Banerjee
cabinet is contesting on a saf-
fron ticket.

“Babu I swear by my Allah!
We have been residents here for
more than a hundred years …
not a relative of us have any
acquaintance in that coun-
try… My food will be a haram
if I tell a lie,” he cries out. When
told that he has nothing to fear
till he has the documents with
him he looks blankly. Babu we

don’t have job cards in place
then how can we keep the other
documents properly in this
tiny shanty.” 

When asked whether he
had received adequate sup-
plies during Amphan he says
“see here the entire roof and
everything were blown away
but not a farthing came from
the panchayat (read
Government).” 

Even then he would not
vote for the BJP for obvious
reasons. But “babu I would pre-
ferred the Laal Party (Left) but
they are supporting Bhaijaan
(ISF) … winning or losing I
will support that party.” He is
as uncomplicated and candid as
an humble villager
should be.”

Cut to Nana Panchayat
where a former CPI(M) man
says he would support Rajib
Banerjee because “he has done
considerable work for this area.

He has brought drinking
water pipeline to Pakuria which
is likely to come here too, he
has worked on sewerage system
so that “we have less mosqui-
to bites today … I don’t mind
his joining the BJP. I am still a

Left supporter but I will back
him.”

Bikash Dhara a bargadar
(share-cropper) remembers
how “Jyoti Basu did a great job
by giving us livelihood, he
gave us land … in the Left rule
things were peaceful … there
was no Hindu-Muslim … but
today Mamata didi and Modi
have divided us. We are scared
to go to the Muslim locality not
because they are hostile
because we get uncanny feeling
… this is all mental we know
but that is the situation now…
I cannot tell my son not to
work for the either party
because he has been purchased
by one of them.” 

Who has purchased whom
he would not say. “There is def-
initely a refrain that Buddha
Babu is not there … there is
definitely a refrain that why we
brought him down but still we
have no choice and we will have
to chose a lesser evil between
this too,” says Shankar Bauri of
Pakuria. He means TMC and
BJP. He however says that
Banerjee as a minister did a
great job making concrete
roads “as far as up to your door

steps.”
But local TMC leader

Subhas says “it is not Rajib
Banerjee but it is the work of
Mamata Banerjee. Had the
Chief Minister not helped him
would he have been able to do
this work? So vote will come in
the name of Mamata 
Didi.”

However a bunch of daily
wagers at a by-lane at Nanna
murmurs: “only the EVM will
talk.” When asked why one of
them asks about the chances of
BJP coming to power. When
told that it has good chances of
winning he says “we have job
cards for 100-days work but we
get 2-3 days only. The entire
lock down we got no work…
only those who have either
more number of voters in their
houses or who paid cash got
work… they only gave us some
rice and we had to collect
plants from the bushes to cook
with rice and eat.”

His wife Soma (name
changed) says “my husband
and a few people went jointly
to ask for jobs and see what
they did to them (she pulls up
her husband’s banyan … see

these scars for yourself … they
beat them up mercilessly …
only when we caught their
feet that they were relieved or
else they would be murdered
that day and no one would get
a trace of their corpse.”

And what was Rajib
Banerjee as a Minister doing
then? “They would not let us go
to him. If they got a wind of we
going to him then they would
bump us off.”

She says how most of the
200 booths in the last Assembly
elections were captured by
TMC adding quickly however
that “we were fortunate that
Rajib Babu is not like his fol-
lowers… he has some mercy.” 

Whom would they bump
off this time round? They look
bewildered and tentative. “Sir
we don’t have a choice … We
would have preferred the Laal
Party but they are too week …
so we will have to choose
between these two … Let us
see,” says Anima an undecided
voter. Wonder whether the
“undecided” clan poses the
biggest threat to the ruler and
challenger this time round
from Domjur.
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The teenager daughter of a Scheduled
Caste labourer was raped by the kiln

owner's brother-in-law at a brick kiln
located in Gorai area in Iglaas tehsil.
When the father complained, he was
beaten up and got injured. The SSP con-
ducted an immediate investigation after
taking cognizance of a complaint made
on the IGRS portal by a trade union of
Bihar. As soon as the case is confirmed
by Gorai Chowki Incharge, the teenag-
er has been sent for medical examina-
tion by filing a report on the victim's
father's statement.

It is not the first time that laborer's
daughters are raped in Aligarh, there are
many more such cases are pending. It
may be recalled that Bhatta Parsol case

where 13 women were gang raped is still
pending in court. The main reason being
is that the contractors bring the labor-
ers and made them work as bonded
laborers and the women of their fami-
lies are made prey of sexual harrassment.

Kanta Prasad, the brother-in-law of
the kiln owner, works on a brick kiln.
The laborers, work with the family, doing
brick work. Kanta Prasad called and
raped the minor daughter of a Scheduled
Caste laborer in his office on the pretext
of giving her water. After leaving the
office, the victim informed the family
members. When the father complained,
the accused beat him and he was
injured.

After this, the victim informed the
leader of a labor organization in her area
about the incident. 
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Jaipur: A day after BJP rebel
Ladulal Pitliya withdrew  nom-
ination as an independent can-
didate in the Sahada assembly
bypoll,  a video clip and a letter
circulating on social media sug-
gest he pulled out of the elec-
tions as "the BJP was mounting
pressure" on him, and his fam-
ily was being harassed. 

An audio clip has also sur-
faced online in which he is pur-
portedly repeating his allega-
tions, and requesting Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot to pro-
vide protection to his family. 

While Pitliya remained
unavailable for comment despite
repeated attempts, the BJP
described the letter "a conspir-
acy" by Congress leaders.

In his purported handwrit-
ten letter to Gehlot, Pitliya has
alleged that his family has been
facing problems and threats
after he filed his nomination as
an independent candidate from
Sahada. 

He alleged he was threat-
ened to withdraw his nomina-
tion.

In the video clip that has
gone viral on social media, he
is heard saying, "I filed nomi-
nation as an independent only
to serve the Sahada assembly
constituency and I have with-
drawn the nomination as my
family was under some pressure.
I will keep working in Sahada
assembly constituency."

The bypoll to the seat was
necessitated by the demise of sit-
ting Congress MLA Kailash
Trivedi. The Congress has field-
ed Trivedi's wife Gayatri Devi.  

Pitliya had rebelled against
the BJP during the 2018 state
elections after he was denied a
party ticket. 

The BJP lost the seat in the
2018 polls. Pitliya was denied
the BJP ticket for this bypoll as
well after which he had filed his
nomination as an indepen-
dent.However, he withdrew his
paper suddenly on Friday. 

After he pulled out of the
polls, the BJP in a statement had
said Friday the party respects
him and he will be given a
deserving responsibility. PTI
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Jammu: Manoj Sinha, Lt
Governor, Jammu and Kashmir,
presided over a function on
Saturday to inaugurate the High
Density Plantation programme
in Jammu & Kashmir in collab-
oration with NAFED to boost
the production of Apples,
Walnuts, Cherries and other
horticulture crops over next six
years with investment of Rs
1700 crores. 

The programme will be
implemented in close associa-

tion with Banks for credit sup-
port and Empanelled Agencies
for supply of inputs like dwarf-
ing root stock, planting mater-
ial, trellis system, anti-hail net,
micro-irrigation etc.

Hamirpur (UP): A 15-year-
old girl who had set herself
ablaze in a village under
Sumerpur police station area
after allegedly being molested
by a boy, succumbed to her
injuries in a Kanpur hospital on
Saturday, police said.

The girl had been rushed
to the Kanpur hospital for spe-
cialised treatment as she had
received severe burn injuries on
Tuesday, they said. PTI
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Bulandshahr: The
Bulandshahr police on
Saturday arrested eight mem-
bers of a gang allegedly
involved in lifting cattle and
slaughtering them for selling
beef and recovered several ille-
gal arms from them.

The arrests were made by
a joint team of Jahangirabad
Police station and the district
Crime Branch from Rivada
village in the Arnia police sta-
tion area after an early-hour
gunbattle in which two mem-
bers of the gang, including its
leader Akbar, was injured.

Akbar, involved in tram-
pling a police constable to
death in 2010 under the wheels
of his cattle-laden mini truck at
a police barricade on being
asked to stop for checking, was
arrested along with his accom-
plice Mehndi Hasan,
Bulandshahr SP Santosh Singh
said.

The incident in which con-
stable Mahendra Singh was
trampled to death had taken
place at Chola traffic intersec-
tion under Kotwali police sta-
tion area, the SP recalled.

Arrested after suffering
gunshot wounds in the
exchange of fire, the two were

sent to a hospital for treatment,
said Singh, adding, six other
members of the gang were
arrested during subsequent
raids at various places.

The police team also
recovered five country-made
pistols and several live car-
tridges, along with a cow and
several cattle slaughtering
equipment from them, the
police superintendent said.

Two of the gang members
managed to escape, he added.

This inter-district gang was
involved in lifting cattle, includ-
ing stray ones, and then slaugh-
tering them to sell their beef,
the SP said.

There are 14 criminal
cases, including those of mur-
der, attempt to murder and cow
slaughtering, are lodged against
Akbar and Hasan, in various
police stations of Bulandshahr
and Aligarh districts, the SP
said.

Singh identified other
arrested gangsters as Aashu,
Salman, Bundu and Daroga, all
residents of Arania and Tyyeb
of Kotawali Dehat area with
eight criminal cases lodged
against Aashu, two against
Salman and one each against
Billu and Bundu. PTI 
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ASpecial court on Saturday
remanded arrested

Assistant Police Inspector
Sachin Vaze in the extended
custody of NIA till April 7 in
the twin cases of SUV recovery
and businessman Mansukh
Hiran’s alleged murder, even as
the investigators seized anoth-
er high-end car allegedly used
by Vaze.

Vaze was produced before
the Special NIA Court after his
remand ended. The NIA root-
ed for the extension of his cus-
tody by a week, saying that its
investigations were in final
stages and it required the
accused for further investiga-
tion.

While hearing the NIA’s
plea seeking the extension of
Vaze’s custody, the 
Special NIA court asked the
central investigating agency to
extend any medical assistance
required by the incarcerated
police officer and directed it
submit the latter’s health status
report.  

While arguing for the
extension of Vaze’s custody,
Additional Solicitor-General
Anil Singh, representing the
NIA, told the court that the
investigators had found sever-
al incriminating pieces of evi-
dence like a DVR of CCTV

footage, laptops and other
things which needed to be
examined and verified. 

Singh also told the court
that the NIA was not only
investigating the case involving
the recovery of an explosive
laden SUV near industrialist
Mukesh Ambani’s residence
on February 25, it was also
looking into the alleged mur-
der of businessman 
Hiran, whose body was recov-
ered from the Mumbra-
Retibunder creek in the neigh-
bouring Thane 
district on March 5.  Vaze was
an accused in both the cases, he
said.      

Meanwhile, the NIA seized
one more high-end white
Mercedes from Panvel in
Raigad district.

With the seizure of  a
white Mercedes car, the num-

ber of high-end 
cars seized by the NIA has gone
up to seven. Earlier, the cars
seized by the investigating
agency include: Mitsubishi
Outlander, a Scorpio, Innova,
Prado and two Mercedes 
Benz.

The investigators suspect
that some of seized vehicles had
been used to carry out recon-
naissance of the site near
Ambani’s residence where a
Scorpio laden with 20 gelatin
sticks was recovered on
February 25.

Vaze, a key accused in the
SUV planting case, was initial-
ly booked under sections 120
(B) (criminal conspiracy) 286
(negligent conduct with respect
to explosive substance), 465
(forgery) 473 (making or 
possessing +counterfeit seal)
and 506 -2 (criminal intimida-
tion) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC) and 4 (a)(b)(i) of the
Explosive Substances Act, 
1908.

The NIA later invoked sec-
tions 16 (Punishment for
Terror act) and 18 (Punishment
for conspiracy etc) of the
Unlawful Activities 
Prevention Act (UAPA) against
Vaze.

Apart from the SUV recov-
ery case, the NIA is also inves-
tigating the alleged Manshukh
Hiran murder case.
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Muzaffarnagar: A 60-year-old
priest, planning to fight the
upcoming Uttar Pradesh
Panchayat elections, has gone
missing from his village temple
in the Muzaffarnagar district,
police said on Saturday.

They said the matter is also
being investigated from the
angle if he was abducted by his
rivals.

M u z a f f a r n a g a r
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) A K Shrivastava said
priest Baba Hari Giri Maharaj
of Shiv Temple in Sarnawali vil-
lage under the Phugana police
station area has gone missing
since Saturday morning.

He was in the temple last
night but was nowhere to be
found on Saturday morning, he
said, adding the police have
registered a "missing person"
case and are investigating it.

Deputy Superintendent of
Police Sharad Chandra Sharma
told PTI that the priest was also
planning to file his nomination
for the post of village head
(gram Pradhan) in the upcom-
ing panchayat elections.

The police are also trying
to ascertain if he was abduct-
ed due to his intention to fight
the elections. PTI
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Jammu: In a major push to
strengthen the power infra-
structure in the Union
Territory, Lieutenant Governor,
Manoj Sinha saturday e-inau-
gurated 17 Power Projects
worth Rs. 118.91 crore at
Delina, Baramulla.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Lt Governor observed that
the inauguration of new pro-
jects is another step towards
developing better Power
Distribution and efficient
Power Transmission system
in the region.

To realize the vision of
making J&K Power surplus, Rs
54,000 Crore worth power
projects have been approved
which would generate 3500
Megawatt in three to four
years, the Lt Governor
observed.

The Lt Governor under-
scored that determined efforts
are being made to reach out to

all the unconnected habita-
tions, besides providing 24x7
quality electricity to the people
of J&K.

He added that the
Government is taking many
short terms, medium term,
and long term measures to
provide the people with qual-
ity power supply round the
clock in the coming two 
years.

Power sector now has an
increased Budget of Rs 120 Cr,
taking the total to Rs 2728 cr.
New projects are being com-
pleted and added to the exist-
ing grid. Several bottlenecks
causing delays in the timely
completion of augmentation
and restoration works of vari-
ous power projects and creat-
ing power crisis in the winter
season are being identified
and subsequently eliminated,
the Lt Governor maintained.

Responsibilities are being

fixed and experts from power
sector were roped in to provide
vital inputs for mitigation of
power related issues, he added.

Addressing the welfare
issues of the field functionar-
ies, the Lt Governor said that
social security is being pro-
vided to the field functionar-
ies of PDD who are prone to
vulnerability.

Meanwhile, Baseer Ahmad
Khan, Advisor to Lt Governor
gave a brief scenario of the
power sector and highlighted
the measures taken by the
department to augment the
power infrastructure in the UT.

Rohit Kansal, Principal
Secretary, Power Development
Department and Information
Department;  Bhupinder
Kumar, Deputy Commissioner
Baramulla; Chief Engineers;
senior officers and other con-
cerned functionaries were pre-
sent on the occasion. PNS
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Security forces in central
Myanmar opened fire on

anti-coup protesters on
Saturday, killing at least two
people according to local media.
A human rights group said
mounting violence since the
February 1 military takeover has
killed at least 550 civilians.

Of those, 46 were chil-
dren, according to Myanmar’s
Assistance Association for
Political Prisoners. Some 2,751
people have been detained or
sentenced, the group said.

Threats of lethal violence
and arrests of protesters have
failed to suppress daily demon-
strations across Myanmar
demanding the military step
down and reinstate the demo-
cratically elected Government.
The coup reversed years of slow
progress toward democracy in
the Southeast Asian country.

Government forces fired at
demonstrators in central
Myanmar on Saturday, killing
at least two people, the
Myanmar Now news service
reported. One video posted on
social media showed a group of
protesters carrying away a
young man with what appeared
to be a serious head wound, as

gunfire sounded. His condition
wasn’t immediately known.

At least seven people were
injured in the shooting, two of
whom sustained severe wounds
and were taken into custody by
soldiers, Myanmar Now said,
citing a member of a local res-
cue team.

Late Friday, armed plain-
clothes police took five people
into custody after they spoke
with a CNN reporter in a mar-
ket in Yangon, the country’s
largest city, local media report-
ed citing witnesses. The arrests
occurred in three separate inci-
dents.

Two women reportedly
shouted for help as they were
being arrested, Myanmar Now
reported. One police officer,
who was carrying a gun, asked
if “anyone dared to help them,”
a witness told the news service.

“They pointed their pistols
at everyone — at passersby and

at people in the store,” a witness
said of two police officers, who
forcibly took away two other
women in the market.

Meanwhile, the Karen
National Union representing
the ethnic minority rebel group
that has been fighting the gov-
ernment for decades con-
demned “non-stop bombings
and airstrikes” against villages
and “unarmed civilians” in
their homeland along the bor-
der with Thailand.

“The attacks have caused
the death of many people
including children and stu-
dents, and the destruction of
schools, residential homes, and
villages. These terrorist acts are
clearly a flagrant violation of
local and international laws,”
the group said in a statement.

In areas controlled by the
Karen, more than a dozen
civilians have been killed and
over 20,000 displaced since
March 27, according to the Free
Burma Rangers, a relief agency
operating in the region. 

About 3,000 Karen fled to
Thailand, but many have
returned under unclear cir-
cumstances. Thai authorities
said they went back voluntar-
ily, but aid groups say they are
not safe and many are hiding in

the jungle and in caves on the
Myanmar side of the border.

More than a dozen minor-
ity groups have sought greater
autonomy from the central
government for decades, some-
times through armed struggle.
Several of the major groups —
including the Kachin, the
Karen and the Rakhine Arakan
Army — have denounced the
coup and said they will defend
protesters in their territories.

After weeks of overnight
cutoffs of internet access,
Myanmar’s military on Friday
shut all links apart from those
using fibreoptic cable, which
was working at drastically
reduced speeds. Access to
mobile networks and all wire-
less — the less costly options
used by most people in the
developing country —
remained blocked on Saturday.

Myanmar languished for
five decades under strict mili-
tary rule, which led to inter-
national isolation and sanc-
tions. As the generals loosened
their grip, culminating in Aung
San Suu Kyi’s rise to leadership
in 2015 elections, the interna-
tional community responded
by lifting most sanctions and
pouring investment into the
country. 
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President Joe Biden on
Friday lifted sanctions that

Donald Trump had imposed
on two top officials of the
International Criminal Court,
undoing one of the past admin-
istration’s more aggressive
moves targeting international
institutions and officials.

Secretary of State Antony
Blinken in a statement stressed
that the United States still
strongly disagreed with some
actions by the court, which is
a standing body based at The
Hague in the Netherlands
charged with handling geno-
cide, crimes against humanity
and war crimes. The United
States is not one of the about
120 member countries of the
court.

“We believe, however, that
our concerns about these cases
would be better addressed”
through diplomacy “rather
than through the imposition of
sanctions,” Blinken wrote.

The removal of the sanc-
tions was the latest signal that
the Biden administration is
intent on returning to the mul-
tilateral fold. The Trump
administration had unapolo-
getically removed the United

States from numerous interna-
tional institutions and agree-
ments and harshly criticized
others, including the ICC,
deeming them flawed and
working against American
interests.

Since Biden took office, his
administration has rejoined
the World Health
Organization, re-engaged with
the UN Human Rights
Council, returned to the Paris
climate accord and on Friday
started talks aimed at returning
to the Iran nuclear deal. Trump
had pulled out of all five.

The court was created to
hold accountable perpetrators
of war crimes and crimes
against humanity in cases
where adequate judicial sys-
tems were not available. 
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North Atlantic right whales
gave birth over the winter

in greater numbers than sci-
entists have seen since 2015, an
encouraging sign for
researchers who became
alarmed three years ago when
the critically endangered
species produced no known
offspring at all.

Survey teams spotted 17
newborn right whale calves
swimming with their mothers
offshore between Florida and
North Carolina from
December through March.
One of those calves soon died
after being hit a boat, a
reminder of the high death rate
for right whales that experts
fear is outpacing births. 

The overall calf count
equals the combined total for
the previous three years. That

includes the dismal 2018 calv-
ing season, when scientists saw
zero right whale births for the
first time in three decades.
Still, researchers say greater
numbers are needed in the
coming years for North
Atlantic right whales to

rebound from an estimated
population that’s dwindled to
about 360. 

“What we are seeing is
what we hope will be the begin-
ning of an upward climb in
calving that’s going to contin-
ue for the next few years,” said

Clay George, a wildlife biolo-
gist who oversees right whale
surveys for the Georgia
Department of Natural
Resources. “They need to be
producing about two dozen
calves per year for the popula-
tion to stabilize and continue to
grow again.”

Right whales migrate each
winter to the warmer Atlantic
waters off the Southeastern
U.S. to give birth. Trained spot-
ters fly over the coastline
almost daily during the calving
season, scanning the water for
mothers with newborns.

Survey flights over Georgia
and Florida ended Wednesday
on the last day of March, typ-
ically the season’s end. Spotters
will monitor waters off the
Carolinas through April 15,
hoping to pick up any over-
looked newborns as the whales
head north to their feeding

grounds.
This season’s calf count

matches the 17 births record-
ed in 2015. Right whale experts
consider that number fairly
average, considering the record
is 39 births confirmed in 2009.

Scientists suspect a calving
slump in recent years may
have been caused by a shortage
of zooplankton to feed right
whales in the Gulf of Maine
and the Bay of Fundy off Nova
Scotia. They say the uptick in
births this season could be a
result of whales being healthi-
er after shifting to waters with
more abundant food sources.

“It’s a somewhat hopeful
sign that they are starting to
adjust to this new regime where
females are in good enough
condition to give birth,” said
Philip Hamilton, a right whale
researched at the New England
Aquarium in Boston. 
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As President Joe Biden
preaches patience but acts

with urgency, his vision of the
powers of the Oval Office is
quickly taking shape, modelled
after Democratic predecessors
who dramatically expanded the
reach of government to con-
front generational crises. 

In a recent meeting with
historians and in private con-
versations with advisers, Biden
looked to the examples set by
Presidents Franklin D Roosevelt
and Lyndon Johnson as he aims
to use the levers of executive
authority to create opportunities
and break down barriers.

Unlike Roosevelt and
Johnson, who enjoyed formi-
dable Democratic majorities in
Congress, Biden has had to
operate with a no-margin-for-
error edge in fiercely partisan
Washington. Born soon after
Roosevelt’s New Deal and hav-

ing first run for office in the
shadow of Johnson’s Great
Society, Biden has long believed
in government as an instru-
ment for good. Now, with the
COVID-19 public health pan-
demic and the economic car-
nage it wrought, that philoso-
phy is being put to a funda-
mental test and Biden’s place in
history is in the balance.

He has chosen momentous
action over incremental, will-
ing to cast aside visions of a
bipartisan Washington in
favour of tangible results Biden
insists are resonating with
Republican voters, if not their
elected officials.

“The president was clear
about the crisis of democracy
and aware of the factors and
forces that may try to under-
mine the American experi-
ment if we are not careful to
protect it,” said historian
Michael Eric Dyson, who
attended the recent session.
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Secretary of State Antony
Blinken has spoken with

the family of slain American
journalist Daniel Pearl, and
assured them that the US gov-
ernment remains committed to
pursuing justice and account-
ability for those involved in his
kidnapping and murder in
Pakistan.

Pearl, the 38-year-old
South Asia bureau chief for The
Wall Street Journal, was
abducted and beheaded while
he was in Pakistan investigat-
ing a story in 2002 on the links
between the country’s power-
ful spy agency ISI and al-
Qaeda.

“Blinken spoke with mem-
bers of the family of Daniel
Pearl and their representatives
today to assure them that the
US government remains com-
mitted to pursuing justice and

accountability for those
involved in Daniel’s kidnapping
and murder,” State Department
Spokesperson Ned Price said
on Friday.

Last week, Pakistan’s
Supreme Court criticised the
prosecution for its failure to
prove the guilt of British-born
al-Qaeda terrorist Ahmed
Omar Saeed Sheikh, the main
accused in the sensational kid-
napping and murder of Pearl in
2002.

His murder took place
three years after Sheikh, along
with Jaish-e-Mohammad chief
(JeM) Masood Azhar and
Mushtaq Ahmed Zargar, was
released by India in 1999 and
given safe passage to
Afghanistan in exchange for
the nearly 150 passengers of
hijacked Indian Airlines Flight
814.

The beheading of the
American journalist in 2002

had grabbed international
headlines

Sheikh and his three aides
- Fahad Naseem, Sheikh Adil
and Salman Saqib - were con-
victed and sentenced in the
abduction and murder case of
Pearl in Karachi in 2002.

The Sindh High Court on
April 2, 2020 commuted the
death sentence of Sheikh con-
victed of kidnapping and mur-
dering US journalist Pearl in
2002 to seven years and acquit-
ted three others who were
serving life terms in the case –
almost two decades after they
were found guilty and jailed.

The Supreme Court on
January 28 ordered authorities
to release the accused while
issuing a split order.

It ordered that three others,
who had been sentenced to life
in prison for their part in
Pearl’s kidnapping and death,
also be freed.
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The Bangladesh government
on Saturday decided to

impose a week-long nationwide
lockdown from Monday as
Covid-19 cases and deaths
surged across the country.

Road Transport Minister
Obaidul Quader made the
announcement at a media
briefing in Dhaka on Saturday
as the country recorded 58
coronavirus deaths and 5,683
new cases overnight, third
highest in terms of both fatal-
ity and infection since the pan-
demic broke out in March last
year.

“The government is going
to enforce a nationwide lock-

down from Monday initially for
a week as the spread of coron-
avirus increases,” Quader, also
the general secretary of the rul-
ing Awami League, said.

State Minister for Public
Administration Farhad
Hossain in a separate briefing
said an official handout would
be issued detailing measures to
be taken under the lockdown
order.

He said the government
might extend the restriction if
the situation continue to be
worsened but emergency ser-
vices, kitchen markets and
industrial units would remain
beyond the restriction but
operate strictly maintaining
health guidelines.

�+���.4��6.,4��E194"��=F

Germany’s president says
the country is enduring a

“crisis of trust” and urged peo-
ple to “pull together” as they
weather a second Easter amid
pandemic restrictions and dis-
satisfaction over the govern-
ment’s response.

In the text of an address to
be broadcast Saturday, Frank-
Walter Steinmeier conceded
that “there were mistakes”
regarding testing, digital solu-
tions and vaccinations.

“Trust — in a democracy it
rests on a very fragile under-
standing between citizens and
the state: You, state, do your part,
I, citizen, do mine,’” he said. “I
know that you, the citizens, are
doing your part in this historic
crisis. You have done much and
you have gone without much.”

“Your expectation for those in
government is, Get it together.”

Steinmeier said the coun-

try had swung from self-satis-
faction over lower infection
numbers in the early stage of
the pandemic to excessive pes-
simism today. He urged
Germans to “pull together”
and put aside “constant indig-
nation over others or over peo-
ple in high places.” 

He said that vaccine deliv-
eries would increase sharply in
the coming weeks, Europe was
building up its production
capacities, and general practi-
tioners would join the vacci-
nation effort in addition to
large vaccine centers. 

“The truth is, we’re not
world champion, but we’re not
a failure either,” he said. 

Germany, along with the
European Union as a whole,
has lagged behind the U.S.
And the U.K. In the speed of its
vaccination effort amid slower
procurement of vaccines and
complaints about excessive
bureaucracy and paperwork.
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South Korea’s foreign minis-
ter met his Chinese coun-

terpart in the southern Chinese
city of Xiamen on Saturday, as
Seoul seeks to improve ties with
its top trading partner even as
US-China relations remain
strained.

Ahead of the trip, South
Korea’s newly appointed
Foreign Minister Chung Eui-
yong told reporters that he
expected North Korea to be a
key issue in talks with Wang Yi. 

In his opening statement,
Wang said China and South
Korea will “seek a process for
a political resolution of the
Korean Peninsula issue,” as
part of pursuing policies for
permanent peace amid North

Korea’s nuclear standoff with
Washington.

Chung said both China
and South Korea share the
goal of “complete denu-
clearization” of the Korean
Peninsula.

He said South Korea asks
China “to continue serving a
constructive role in the stable
management of the situation
on the Korean Peninsula and
achieving substantial progress
in the Korean Peninsula peace
process.”

The Foreign Ministry in
Seoul said the meeting started
at around noon. 

South Korea’s JoongAng
Ilbo newspaper speculated that
China’s decision to host Chung
in Xiamen, a city close to the
self-ruled island of Taiwan.

Cairo: A new round of talks
between three African nations
began Saturday, officials said,
aimed at resolving a yearslong
dispute over a giant dam
Ethiopia is building on the
Nile River’s main tributary.

The three-day talks are
taking place in Kinshasa, the
capital of the Democratic
Republic of Congo, the current
chair of the African Union. The
AU is mediating the negotia-
tions between Egypt, Ethiopia
and Sudan over the Grand
Ethiopian Renaissance Dam.

Egypt’s Foreign Ministry said
in a statement that Cairo wants
the negotiations to eventually
lead to a legally binding agree-
ment over the operation and fill-
ing of the dam’s massive reservoir.

Foreign and irrigation min-
isters of the three nations were

attending the talks, along with
experts from the African Union,
according to Ethiopia’s Irrigation
Minister Seleshi Bekele.

A Sudanese diplomat said
experts from the three countries
and the African Union met
Saturday, ahead of ministers
who would meet Sunday and
Monday. He spoke on condition
of anonymity because he was
not allowed to brief media.

Sudan said it would take
part in the Kinshasa round
with an aim of agreeing on a
“negotiating approach” to
ensure the talks would be con-
structive. That would include
an Egyptian-backed Sudanese
proposal to include the US,
European Union and United
Nations as mediators along
with the AU, the Foreign
Ministry said in a statement. AP

Paris: France’s top diplomat
spoke with his Iranian coun-
terpart Saturday and urged
Iran to be “constructive” and
avoid further nuclear escalation
ahead of talks next week aimed
at trying to salvage a global
accord curbing the Iranian
nuclear programme.

The United States and Iran
said Friday they will begin indi-
rect negotiations next week, in
one of the first signs of progress
in efforts to try to get both
countries back into compliance
with the 2015 accord. Then-
President Donald Trump pulled
the US out of the accord in 2018,
and Iran has been steadily vio-
lating its restrictions ever since.

Diplomats from Britain,
China, France, Germany,
Russia and Iran will take part
in Tuesday’s EU-brokered talks
in Vienna. AP

Colombo: Security at church-
es across Sri Lanka have been
beefed up ahead of Easter, police
said on Saturday, ahead of the
second anniversary of the April
2019 coordinated attacks on
tourists and minority Christian
community in the country in
which 270 people, including 11
Indians, were killed. 

The security personnel
include 9,350 police officials and
2,542 troops from the tri forces
(Army, Nay and Air Force), he
said. Rohana said some 111
churches in the western coastal
town of Negombo would be
provided security, along with
107 churches in the neigh-
bouring coastal town of Chilaw
and some 98 churches in the
eastern town of Batticaloa.

The St Sebastian’s Church
at Negombo’s Katuwapitiya was
the worst-hit in the Easter
Sunday blasts. PTI

Charlotte: An Asian-owned
convenience store in Charlotte,
North Carolina, has been
trashed by a man who wielded
a metal post and yelled racial
slurs, according to police and
a son of the store’s owners. 

The Charlotte Observer
reports that the incident
occurred Tuesday at a business
named Plaza Sundries, which is
near the Charlotte Transit
Center. 

Surveillance footage shows
a man pulling a merchandise
rack to the floor and swinging
a street sign post into the glass
on the refrigerators. 

Charlotte-Mecklenburg
Police said a company that’s
responsible for security at the
transit centre arrested Xavier
Rashee Woody-Silas. AP
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The CEOs of a host of Indian businesses and
industries in China have expressed concern

over the continuing COVID-19 related visa and
travel restrictions being pursued by Beijing
which they say are hampering their activities.

They expressed their concern during their
interaction with the Indian Ambassador to
China, Vikram Misri.

Misri, who is on a visit to Shanghai, inau-
gurated on Friday the Amrut Mahotsav festival,
marking the 75 years of India's independence.

“Inaugurated India@75 #AmrutMahotsav in
#Shanghai. A soulful rendition of #Upanishad
& #Gita, melodious Sitar/Tabla performance,
#Deshbhakti songs, films on musical traditions
of #Varanasi & #VaccineMaitri marked the occa-
sion," Misri tweeted. 

He also interacted with a group of CEOs and
representatives of the Indian businesses based
in and around Shanghai, the business hub of
China.

Over 30 officials representing eight sectors
such as textiles, pharma, electronics, manufac-
turing, chemicals and IT etc attended the
meeting with Misri.

“Interacted with the Indian industry repre-
sentatives based in Shanghai. Business leaders
representing various sectors including #IT,
#Pharma, #textiles, #engineering,
Manufacturing, #foodprocessing, #banking etc
participated in discussions”, Misri said in anoth-
er tweet.

In their interaction with Misri, the CEOs
stated they were experiencing 

difficulties in operations, mostly on account
of travel and visa 

restrictions being maintained by China as
part of its COVID-19 measures, 

official sources here told PTI.
Misri assured them the Indian

Embassy will continue to engage with 

the Chinese government on the issues
related to the travel restrictions, the sources said.

Travel between India and China has
been halted since Beijing imposed travel restric-
tions in November last year and suspended the
visas and resident permits held by Indian citi-
zens.

These restrictions left over 23,000 Indian
students and hundreds of Indian businessmen,
employees and their families stranded in India.
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Mortgage lender HDFC Ltd
on Saturday said the com-

pany's individual loan business
continued to exhibit improve-
ment in the January-March
quarter 2021 and loans worth
Rs 7,503 crore were assigned to
its banking subsidiary.

"The individual loan busi-
ness continued to see strong
improvements during the quar-
ter ended Match 31, 2021. 

"During the quarter, pur-
suant to the buyback option
embedded in the home loan
arrangement between the
Corporation and HDFC Bank,
the Corporation assigned loans
to the bank amounting to Rs
7,503 crore," HDFC said in a
regulatory filing.

In the year ago same quar-

ter ended March 2020, such
loan assigned to HDFC Bank
stood at Rs 5,479 crore.

The individual loans sold
in the preceding 12 months
(April-March) amounted to Rs
18,980 crore (previous year Rs
24,127 crore), it said.

Besides, the Corporation's
gross income from dividend for
the March quarter was Rs 110
crore as against Rs 2 crore in
the year-ago quarter. 
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Natural gas production
remains a loss-making

proposition for most fields for
the Indian upstream producers
as government-dictated gas
price remains at its lowest
level, rating agency Icra has
said.

The domestic gas price
notified at USD 1.79 per mil-
lion British thermal unit for the
six months beginning April 1
remains the lowest since the
institution of the modified
Rangarajan formula.

Additionally, the ceiling
on price for gas produced from
deep water, ultra deepwater,
high temperature and high-
pressure fields has also been
announced at USD 3.62 per
mmBtu for April-September
2021-22 which is 10.8 per cent
lower than the price ceiling of
USD 4.06 for October-March
2020-21 which would dampen
the development of such pro-
jects."While this is
unfavourable for domestic pro-
ducers, it will benefit gas con-
sumers. The consumers will
also benefit in the long run
from the expectations of con-
tinued supply overhang," Icra
said commenting on the gas
price notified by the govern-
ment earlier this week.

As per an Icra note, at such
low gas prices, gas production
remains a loss-making propo-
sition for most fields for the
Indian upstream producers
notwithstanding some decline

in oil field services/equipment
costs.

However, the depreciation
of Indian Rupee against US
dollar, would aid the realisa-
tions of the gas producers but
only to an extent.

S a b y a s a c h i
Majumdar, Senior Vice-
President & Group Head,
Corporate Sector Ratings, Icra,
said, "Going forward, the sup-
ply glut is expected to keep
prices of domestic gas low in
the near to medium term lead-
ing to poor returns even as
domestic gas producers such as
ONGC and Reliance Industries
Ltd (RIL)-BP ramp up gas pro-
duction significantly."

The absence of a floor and
sustained low prices as has
been seen in the past few years
post implementation of the
modified Rangarajan formula
make exploration and produc-
tion unviable even for benign
geologies, Icra noted.

"Accordingly, low natural
gas prices remain negative for
the upstream sector adversely
impacting revenues, prof-
itability and cash accruals and
the incumbents have petitioned
the Government of India to
provide a floor price for gas
prices." Spot LNG prices had
breached USD 30 per mmBtu
in February 2021 due to
increase in oil prices,
unplanned outages at export
facilities in several countries,
multiple cold waves, high ship-
ping rates and delays in the
Panama canal.
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Prime Minister Imran Khan
decided that Pakistan can-

not go ahead with any trade
with India under the current
circumstances after holding
consultations with key mem-
bers of his Cabinet on import-
ing cotton and sugar from the
neighbouring country, a media
report said on Saturday.

The prime minister after
consultations on Friday
instructed the Ministry of
Commerce and his economic
team to immediately take steps
to facilitate the relevant sectors,
value added, apparel and sugar,
by finding alternative cheap
sources of import of the need-
ed commodities, the Dawn
newspaper quoted sources as
saying.

Various proposals have
been presented to the

Economic Coordination
Committee (ECC) which con-
siders these suggestions from
an economic ew.

After consideration by the
ECC, its decisions are present-
ed to the Cabinet for ratifica-
tion and final approval, the
report said.

In the present case, a pro-
posal was presented to the
ECC to allow the import of cot-

ton, cotton yarn and sugar
from India keeping in view
domestic requirements, it said.

With regards to the ECC
decision to allow import of
sugar, cotton and cotton yarn
from India, Khan held consul-
tations with key members of his
Cabinet on Friday and decid-
ed that Pakistan could not go
ahead with any trade with
India under the current cir-
cumstances, it said.

The ECC had decided on
commercial grounds to rec-
ommend these imports for the
Cabinet's consideration.

While the decision was
not on the formal agenda of
the Cabinet meeting, the issue
was brought up by Cabinet
members and the prime min-
ister instructed that the ECC's
decision be deferred and
immediately reviewed, the
report said.
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The US Department of
Labor has sought feedback

from the public in the next 60
days on determining the wage
levels for the employment of
various immigrants and non-
immigrants, including those on
the H-1B visas, the most
sought-after work visa among
Indian professionals.

The H-1B visa is a non-
immigrant visa that allows the
US companies to employ for-
eign workers in speciality
occupations that require theo-
retical or technical expertise.
The technology companies
depend on it to hire tens of
thousands of employees each
year from countries like India
and China.

In a federal notification
published on Friday, the US
Department of Labor urged the
public to respond to its request
in the next 60 days.The request
by the department's
Employment and Training
Administration follows a prior
announcement by the depart-
ment proposing an 18-month
delay in the effective date of a
final rule changing on calcu-
lating the prevailing wage lev-
els for certain immigrants and
n o n - i m m i g r a n t
workers.Published in January
2021, the final rule affects
employers seeking to employ
foreign workers on a perma-
nent or temporary basis
through certain immigrant
visas or through H-1B, H-1B1
and E-3 non-immigrant visas.
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Diversified conglomerate
GMR Group has launched

a new business vertical - GMR
Innovex - to support StartUps
as well as innovations in avia-
tion and other fields.

"GMR Innovex will oper-
ate on an 'Open Innovation'
model, acting as an 'Innovation
Exchange' to partner with star-
tups, corporates, innovation
platforms, research institutions
and academia to bring innov-
ative ideas and solutions to life
and help to nurture and sustain
a 'Culture of Innovation and
Entrepreneurship'," the group
said in a statement.

"A dedicated new facility
for innovation has also been

established at the Hyderabad
Airport campus to act as a plat-
form for various innovation
activities by various collabo-
rating startups, industry part-
ners and GMR employees."

According to the state-
ment, GMR Innovex will focus
on innovations across both
digital and non-digital domains
to deliver improved efficiency,
better customer experience
and higher value to all stake-
holders."It will create a struc-
tured mechanism to build cre-
ative ideas, nurture and foster
them, and build a 'Go-To-
Market' strategy for all suc-
cessful initiatives. It will provide
an avenue for its partners to
work on their ideas and bring
it to a forum to validate."
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Further surge in global com-
modity prices will have seri-

ous implications for India's
economy which is still strug-
gling to come out of the Covid-
19 impact, ratings agency Ind-
Ra said.

As per Ind-Ra, a higher
retail inflation not accompa-
nied by a commensurate
increase in wage growth will
adversely impact the con-
sumption demand and in turn
investment revival in the econ-
omy.

"Though a spike in global
agricultural commodity prices
could benefit India, it may not
move the needle favourably
because India, despite the
world's biggest exporter of
Basmati rice. exported just
$6.59 billion worth of cereals

and imported vegetable oil and
pulses worth $9.66 billion and
$1.44 billion, respectively, in
FY20."

"On the other hand, India's
import bill on oil, coal and
nonferrous metals was $129.86
billion, $22.45 billion and
$13.14 billion, respectively."

According to the agency, a
faster-than-expected recovery
in demand, the stimulus mea-
sures announced by the US, the
roll out of Covid-19 vaccine

and ultra-low interest rates are
fuelling the surge in commod-
ity prices.

Consequently, energy com-
modity prices over the past six
months have increased by 55.4
per cent, the increase in non-
energy commodity prices is
19.3 per cent. Among the major
non-energy subgroups, agri-
cultural commodities rose by
16 per cent, fertilisers 30.2 per
cent and metals and minerals
by 25.1 per cent.
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Government has allowed
further flexibility to tax fil-

ers operating under the
Quarterly Return Filing and
Monthly Payment of Taxes
(QRMP) scheme of GST.

These tax filers will now be
permitted to declare invoices
pertaining to movement of
goods and services in their
quarterly return form GSTR 1
to be filed in the last month of
each quarter.

As per an advisory issued
by the Goods and Services
Tax Network (GSTN), the tax-
payer must ensure that any
saved but not Filed/Submitted
IFF (Invoice Furnishing
Facility) records for the first
two months of the quarter i.e.

month of Jan-2021 or Feb-2021
must be deleted using RESET
button before filing GSTR-1 for
Jan-Mar-2021 quarter.

The advisory added that
the deleted records should be
added in GSTR-1 for Jan-Mar-
2021 quarter after deleting the
saved records from IFF.

In future this may not be
required as invoices already
saved in any of the months on
the quarter may be either delet-
ed/moved to quarterly GSTR-
1 by a functionality to be intro-
duced shortly.

The advisory also said that
any submitted but not filed IFF
for the month of Jan-2021 or
Feb-2021 must be filed before
filing GSTR-1 for Jan-Mar-
2021 quarter.

The advisory has been

issued for filing quarterly
GSTR-1 for January - March
2021 under QRMP scheme.

The taxpayers under
QRMP scheme have a facility
to file Invoice Furnishing
Facility (IFF) in first two
months of the quarter and file
Form GSTR-1 in third month
of the quarter. As IFF is an
optional facility it cannot be
filed after the end date (13th of
the month succeeding the IFF
period).

The document saved in
IFF, where taxpayer has not
filed by the end date, cannot be
filed anymore.

Hence taxpayers have a
been asked to declare such
document in the GSTR-1 for
the quarter.
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In a relief to businesses across
the spectrum, the

Government has extended
deadline for mandatory adop-
tion of accounting software
having audit trail of each and
every transaction and having
feature to store logs of edits.

As per a new notification
by the Ministry of Corporate
Affairs (MCA), implementa-
tion of mandatory use of
accounting software having
Audit Trail as provided under
proviso to Rule 3 of the
Companies (Accounts) Rules,
2014 has been deferred till
March 31, 2022.

The changes were earlier
proposed to be implemented
from April 1, 2021. But after

receiving several representa-
tions from various stakehold-
ers expressing their inability to
make quick changes in
accounting software, the gov-
ernment decided to give one
more year to businesses to
prepare for new accounting
system that aims to check
manipulation and ensure
utmost transparency in record-
ing transactions.

The new MCA notification
(Rule 3[1] of the Companies
[Accounts] Rules, 2014) now

reads: the books of account and
other relevant books and
papers maintained in elec-
tronic mode shall remain
accessible in India so as to be
usable for subsequent refer-
ence.

Provided that for the finan-
cial year commencing on or
after the 1st day of April, 2022,
every company which uses
accounting software for main-
taining its books of account,
shall use only such accounting
software which has a feature of
recording audit trail of each
and every transaction, creating
an edit log of each change made
in books of account along with
the date when such changes
were made and ensuring that
the audit trail cannot be dis-
abled.
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Even as the country pushes
for its expansion of the

renewable energy projects, coal
is set to remain as the pre-
dominant fuel in India's ener-
gy mix in foreseeable future.

As per the 19th Electric
Power Survey, out of the all
India power generation
installed capacity of 6,19,066
MW by the end of 2026-27,
coal based projects would have
a high 40 per cent share at
around 2,38,150 MW.

However, this level of envi-
ronmentally polluting coal-
based capacity is a big fall
from current levels where coal
plants accounts for more than
50 per cent of installed capac-
ity of roughly around 3,40,000

MW.
What is heartening to see

that the government power
survey clearly indicating bid
addition in renewable capaci-
ty in the country that is set to
become the largest energy
provider to the country over
next five years. So, renewable
capacity is set to increase from
current levels of just about
1,00,000 MW to over 2,75,000
MW by 2026-27. This is much
more than coal capacity.

The all India power gener-
ation installed capacity by the
end of 2026-27 is estimated to
be 6,19,066 MW which
includes 2,38,150 MW Coal,
25,735 MW Gas, 63,301 MW
Hydro, 16,880 MW Nuclear
and 2,75,000 MW Renewable
Energy Sources to fully meet.
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In a major rebound of trade
since the onset of the Covid-

19 pandemic, exports of engi-
neering goods from the coun-
try recorded an impressive
70.28 per cent growth in
March.

India's total merchandise
exports during this period were
$34 billion as compared to
$21.49 billion in March 2020
registering a jump of 58.23 per
cent.

The monthly growth is the
best-ever performance so far.

The sudden jump in out-
bound shipments offers hope of
a sustained growth in the sec-
tor in the coming months on
the back of vaccine roll-out and
containment of virus spread.

With major economies of
the world including India tak-
ing steps to boost demand and
enhance business activities,
international trade could reach
pre-Covid level sooner than
expected.

"The strong growth in
exports of engineering goods in
the month of March suggests a
bright outlook for the sector
but one needs to be cautious
before arriving at any conclu-
sion on the basis of short term
surge," said EEPC India
Chairman Mahesh Desai.
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Mumbai: A worldwide shift to
combat hidden hunger needs to
be launched by processing food
in a way that micronutrient
shortages are adequately
addressed, opined experts in a
webinar. 

“Food fortification is seen
as a viable, scientifically proven,
WHO approved & cost-effec-
tive strategy to address the
problem of malnutrition,” said
Vivek Chandra, CEO, LT Foods
& Co-Chair, National Food
Processing council,
ASSOCHAM. While, Vikram
Kelkar, Group Managing
Director, Hexagon Nutrition,
said, “The inclusion of exercise,
healthy diet, use of over-the-
counter medications, and
dietary supplements is becom-
ing a way of life.”
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Many of us might have come
across the image of, what
looked like a still from an
animated action movie, a
ship blocking a canal, not

a random one, but the Suez Canal —  an
artificial sea-level waterway in Egypt,
connecting the Mediterranean Sea to the
Red Sea through the Isthmus of Suez and
dividing Africa and Asia. The blockage,
however, might not sound much of a deal
to you, but the six-day long traffic jam
caused by it was disastrous enough that
it resulted in a loss of not less than $13
billion. 

The incident is big enough that even
Google has a different take on it. When
you search Suez Canal on the search
engine, you will see a GIF of ships sail-
ing through easily. Not sure whether this
was updated after the blockage was
cleared or before, it is interesting enough
to get a special mention.

The picture kept memers on their
toes, who, without wasting much time,
started coming up with hilarious tweets
and posts. So much so, that such a
humongous blockage turned meme mate-
rial within minutes.

If you wonder, what has been the size
of Ever Given, one of the world’s largest
ships operated by Evergreen Marine
Corp, it is 400 metre long, double the size
of the Statue of Liberty. To give you more
analogies, the size of the container ship
is five football fields long and as high as
the Eiffel Tower.

With that being said, there are
reports that suggest that the ship was
moving at a fast speed and that can be
one of the reasons behind this unfortu-
nate blockage which left this huge beau-
ty stuck in a diagonal position. But
Captain Kamal Chadha, MD, Marex
Media Pvt Ltd, has a different take on it.

“On either sides of the canal is a flat
land, a desert. So, the wind can blow at
a fast pace. When such a huge ship
packed with containers is in a narrow
channel like this canal, no matter what
the speed is, it is difficult to steer; it is
not a car, of course. There will be fric-
tion between the ship’s surface and the
water because it is gliding on water. In
such a case, maneuvering a ship can be
tough and has to be done carefully. In
such a situation, one cannot lower down
the speed below a certain level because
otherwise it will not manoeuvre. You
need speed to move. Now the exact sta-
tus of the speed can’t be assumed until
we have all the details,” he tells you.

Many safety agencies and other

authorities are up and running. The com-
pany also is conducting their inquiries
internally not to play the blame game, but
in order to prevent  the reoccurrence of
such an incident. 

Not to forget, there are many people
who were in attendance on the ship. On
the bridge, from where the ship is com-
manded, there is a Captain, officers, pilot,
a man who is steering the ship and down
below are the engineers who are moni-
toring the working of the engine. “It is
not one man who is taking the ship
through, it’s a complex process. There are
authorities who keep an eye on the oper-
ations of the ship. As for the canal, there
is one ship behind the other. Hence, it is
a planned and carefully executed oper-
ation. For years, nothing happened, but
then in one go such an incident occurred.
The reason why people are doing guess
work for the time being is that there is
not enough information available.
However, the bottomline is, it is an acci-
dent and will be investigated thorough-
ly. It is too early to draw conclusions,” he
explains.

The commercial losses, he says, are
a point to discuss. For the ship itself, the
authorities have to find out all the dam-
ages that might have happened to the
ship.  Then, there was a delay in the ship
reaching its destination and due to this,
some goods might have been perished.

Also, the ship was hired by a company,
there will be losses on that side as well.
“Moreover, there are a lot of consequen-
tial losses. First of all, the Suez Canal
authorities might have lost a lot of
money. There can be losses of  about $30
million per day, but it’s a wild guess. But,
overall, experts believe the industry
stands to lose $13 billion in these six days.
However, I am positive the losses are
much higher,” he asserts.

Such an incident, without a second
thought, invites legalities. Since there are
a lot of people involved, it is matter of
time and proper inquiry that will suggest
who is to blame here. 

“There are various parties involved.
First of all there is the Suez Canal
authority, then there are ship managers
and the charterers, people who hired the
ship. Mind you, that most of these par-
ties must have insured themselves against
accidents and consequential damages.
Hence, the insurers will also be involved
in this situation because directly or
indirectly, the brunt of this would be
beared by the insurance company. Also,
there are re-insurances, they are the ones
who further insures the insurance com-
panies. It can continue to extend. Not
only the companies, there will be indi-
viduals who have the right to make a
claim of recovers or whatever in case of
the legalities. Fortunately, there is no loss

of life or environmental damage that has
been reported, otherwise it would have
made things more difficult. We can only
wait and see where the blame gets
pinned,” he says.

Among all the hustle and bustle of
the incident, the less talked about fact is
what happens to the crew that was on
board. Will they continue to work or will
they services be held back? 

“The crew will be safe, unless it is in
some way proved that the crew was
directly involved in doing something on
purpose that led to the accident. There
might be a cause of negligence that may
happen. But, in this case, the crew will
go with the ship and their Protection and
Indemnity (P&I) insurance and the P&I
club are there for their protection. I don’t
foresee any difficulty for them because
the most important question is were lives
lost? The answer is no. Was there envi-
ronmental damage that happened? The
answer is no, again. Generally, beyond
these two points, there is no need to hold
the crew back. One can have an inquiry,
but with that being said, the crew will
proceed with their services. Also, as far
as I perceive there are no criminal
charges applicable in this case and hence,
no reasonable approach that requires to
hold the crew back,” Chadha explains.

With all the speculations rolling in,
Captain Nalin Pandey, CMD, Pentagon

Marine Services Pvt Ltd and a member
of the Marit ime Association of
Shipowners, Shipmanagers and Agents,
says that one has to wait for an official
announcement to come in as to what
exactly happened that left the vessel in
such a position. 

Having said that, one of the many
reasons of the blockage that are being
speculated is that there was a sandstorm
and the wind force pushes the ship in the
opposite direction. “Since there are no
reports of machine failure whatsoever
and the crew was well-qualified, we can-
not roll out the sandstorm factor. I don’t
want to speculate other things and can’t
blame the crew for the accident since they
are competent enough and the chances
of this are very less,” Pandey says and tells
you that there were about 400 ships that
were left stranded, however the exact
numbers are yet to be confirmed.

There were ships coming in from
both the sides and some were even about
50 miles away from the canal, all strand-
ed.

As for the losses, he says, it has to be
beared by the ship owners. “There is no
loss as such for the Suez Canal, because
if the accident didn’t happen, they would
have passed a week earlier and now a
week later. But eventually, the vessels
passed the canal and must have given the
taxes. See this as if you have parked your
car ahead of a toll plaza. You are waiting
there for half an hour, but after that you
will eventually have to go through the toll
plaza and give your tax. So the Suez Canal
didn’t lose anything instead they did
more business by supplying the stuck veg-
etables to their destinations. The Egypt
didn’t have much to lose, but the cargo
owners and the ships that were in the
waiting line was losing on money,” he tells
you.

The silver lining in the grey clouds
was that the ship, finally, was freed on
Monday. It was nothing, but the usual
operations that were implemented. “Tugs
dredgers and a digger were called from
around the world. Some of the weight was
reduced; however, not much weight
shedding was required because of the
high tides that helped in refloating the
vessel. What, however, might have caused
the delay, is the time taken for the
dredgers to reach the canal and get
mobilised. Also, because the crew’s safe-
ty was paramount, the plan had to be
carefully assessed by the authorities and
then implemented. All this takes time.
Since they were able to refloat it in a week
or so, full credit goes to them,” he says.
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The BCCI is bullish about hold-
ing the 10 IPL games in
Mumbai between April 10-25

despite an enormous spike in Covid-
19 cases in the city, saying creating
a bio-bubble at an alternative venue
would not be feasible at a short
notice.

Delhi Capitals’ Axar Patel, 10
members of the ground staff at
Wankhede stadium and six event
managers, deployed by the BCCI,
have added to the growing list of pos-
itive cases in the Indian Premier
League, starting April 9.

Hyderabad and Indore have been
kept as stand by venues for the IPL
in case the Covid-19 situation spirals
out of control but as of now, the BCCI
is confident about holding the games
in Mumbai.

“Yes, Hyderabad is one of the
stand-by venues but for all practical
purposes, we are still not thinking
about shifting games from Mumbai.
It will be difficult to create another
bio-bubble at such short notice,” a
senior BCCI official said on Saturday.

The organisers are worried about
the growing number cases at the
Wankhede stadium. The number
was 8 till Friday evening but now it’s
10.

If that wasn’t enough, around six
members of the event management
team have also tested positive for
Covid-19 and have been sent to iso-
lation.

“Yes, it was 8 positive cases yes-
terday (Friday) as far as ground-staff
are concerned. Today (Saturday) two
more positive cases have emerged
and all 10 have been sent back home
and are isolated.

“We are bringing fresh ground-
staff from the Mumbai CA ground in
Kandivali for preparations. Also 6 to
7 event management staff hired by
BCCI have also tested positive,” a
senior Mumbai Cricket Association
official said.

In the afternoon, Delhi Capitals
issued a statement that their spin all-
rounder Axar Patel has been shifted
to a Covid-19 isolation facility after

testing positive.
“Delhi Capitals all-rounder Axar

Patel has tested positive for Covid-19.
He had checked into the team hotel
in Mumbai on March 28, 2021, with
a negative report. His report from the
second Covid-19 test, came positive,”
the DC statement said.

“He is currently in isolation at a
designated medical care facility. The
Delhi Capitals medical team is in
constant touch with Axar and ensur-
ing his safety and well-being.”

With addition of 47,000 cases on
Friday, Maharashtra is looking at a
potential situation of a mini-lock-
down as indicated by Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray.

When a senior BCCI office-
bearer was asked about the situation,
he admitted that BCCI is indeed con-
cerned but are hopeful of pulling off
matches.

“Look, even if there is a lock-

down, the teams are in bio-bubble
and also it’s a closed-door event. So
we are still confident that IPL games
in Mumbai will be held as per sched-
ule with Delhi Capitals playing
Chennai Super Kings on April 10 on
the second day of the tournament.

“But Hyderabad and Indore are
there on stand-by in case the situa-
tion goes out of hand. But if there is
lockdown, it is even more easier to
hold the games as the crowd factor
even around the venue and other
paces is taken care of,” the office bear-
er said.

As of now, none of the teams cur-
rently in Mumbai — Delhi Capitals,
Mumbai Indians, Rajasthan Royals,
Punjab Kings — have access to
Wankhede.

“Delhi Capitals and Punjab Kings
for example are taking turns to train
at the Brabourne Stadium and
Bandra Kurla Complex (BKC)

ground. KKR is training in Navi
Mumbai at the DY Patil before they
leave for Chennai,” the official
informed.

It is expected that BCCI’s med-
ical unit will enhance the testing rate
due to the surge of cases in the state.

The event management and
operations of IPL till last year, was
handled by the IMG but from this
year, the board is handling the event
on its own.

“We have enough back-up staff
to handle as we had factored in that
the situation in Mumbai is grim at the
moment. But yes, we are closely mon-
itoring the situation,” the official
added.

Meanwhile, a positive case has
also emerged from Chennai Super
Kings’media content team. The mem-
ber isn’t a part of the bio-bubble. The
team’s training schedule remains
unaffected. 
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Kolkata Knight Riders mid-
dle-order batsman Nitish

Rana joined his teammates at
the practice session in Navi
Mumbai on Friday after his
Covid-19 test reports returned
negative for the second succes-
sive day.

The 27-year-old Delhi lad
had 12 days of extended quar-
antine after he tested positive
for Covid-19 on March 22, a
day after his arrival in Mumbai.

Following the guidelines
set by the BCCI, Rana stayed
alone in his room until he
returned two negative results
on the 11th and 12th days.

“Finally I am out now and
I’m feeling absolutely fine. It
was day one of my practice and
I batted a bit as well. I’m happy
to join my KKR team-mates
today,” Rana said in a video
posted by KKR.

“Please take precautions

and don’t take this thing light-
ly. You never know what will
happen next, so please take care
of yourself and your family.
Stay safe,” he added.

Rana scored 352 runs in 14
matches during last year’s IPL
which was held in UAE.

While in the recently-con-
cluded Vijay Hazare Trophy, he
was the top-run getter for
Delhi with 398 runs in seven
matches at an average of 66.33.
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Chennai Super Kings bat-
ting coach Michael

Hussey on Saturday said the
three-time champions has
got all its bases covered and
is looking to start afresh after
a forgettable outing last year.

In the 2020 edition, CSK
finished seventh in the points
table and failed to qualify for
the play-offs for the first time
in the league’s history.

“I feel we have a very bal-
anced squad that has most
bases covered and with depth
in most areas. The guys are in
really good spirits and have
been preparing extremely
well,” he was quoted as say-
ing by CSK website.

Hussey said CSK had a
very balanced squad,
adding the new recruits
Moeen Ali,
K r i s h n a p p a
Gowtham and
Robin Uthappa
were “excel-
lent addi-
tions.”

“I think
they are all
exce l l ent
a d d i -
t i o n s .
Moeen is an excel-
lent all-rounder,
Robin has a lot of
experience and has
been a quality per-
former in the past
and Gowtham has
some genuine talent
that we can look to
develop further,”
Hussey said.

CSK picked up
six players including
Ali and Gowtham at
the February auction
after buying top-order
batsman Uthappa in a
trade with Rajasthan
Royals.

Hussey said a good start
in the forthcoming IPL
would be nice because the
players will then relax and
play their best cricket with
confidence.

“A good start would be
nice because the players will
then relax and hopefully play
their best cricket with confi-
dence, otherwise the pressure
can build up on everyone
involved,” the former
Australia batsman said.

Hussey said playing a
block of matches would help
the players settle and build
confidence early in the tour-
nament.

“I think playing a block
of matches in Mumbai
will help the players set-
tle and build confi-
dence early in the tour-

nament,” he added.
“The condi-

tions at
Wankhede are
generally very
good for both
batsmen and

bowlers, so
hopefully we

can start
well and
players

can feel
good about

their games,”
he said.

The Super
Kings are current-
ly training in
Mumbai where

they play their first
five matches of the
2021 edition begin-
ning with a game
against Delhi
Capitals on April 10. 

They had a
camp in Chepauk
too which was
attended by MS

Dhoni, before they
arrive Mumbai.
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Former Indian captain and
BCCI president Sourav

Ganguly says he is “obsessed”
with Rishabh Pant’s game and
calls the swashbuckling India
wicketkeeper-batsman “an
absolute match-winner”.

The former India captain
added that he loves watching
the likes of Virat Kohli and
Rohit Sharma bat.

“There are some fantastic
players and I think as
President of the Board I
should not say who is my
favourite player. All are
favourite to me but I enjoy
Kohli, I enjoy Rohit Sharma,”
Ganguly said during an inter-
active session organised by
Classplus.

“I  am obsessed with
Rishabh Pant because I think
he is just an absolute match-
winner. Jasprit Bumrah is
good, Mohammed Shami is

good, I like Shardul Thakur a
lot because he has got the
courage and guts.

“There is immense crick-
eting talent in India. When
(Sunil) Gavaskar was there
people used to think what will
happen after him, then came
(Sachin) Tendulkar, (Rahul)
Dravid, Anil Kumble. When
Tendulkar, Dravid left, Virat
Kohli, Rohit Sharma, Rishabh
Pant took over,” he said.

“There is so much talent
for cricket in India that I
think it will produce world
beaters in every generation.”

Ganguly, who was picked
for India’s tour of Australia in
1992 but didn’t get a single
game, recalled how that expe-
rience Down Under and the
hard work that followed in the
subsequent years made him a
better cricketer.

“I consider my 1992 series
as a failure. To be honest I did-
n’t get much opportunities to

play and I came back from the
tour of Australia, but I was
young. That (series) actually
helped me to become a better
cricketer.

“I came back stronger
mentally. I was not fitter, I
understood what
International cricket was all
about. I started to train myself
over the period of 3-4 years
not just physically but mental-
ly also on how to handle the
pressure,” he recalled.

“My series in Australia in
1992 actually helped me
become a better cricketer.
When I went to England in
1996, I was much stronger. I
knew what it takes to score
runs in International level.

“I had another four years
of domestic cricket under my
belt where I kept scoring runs.
Those four years I think was
a blessing in disguise for me.
Failures makes you better
cricketer.”
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India all-rounder Axar Patel,
who made his Test debut

against England in the recent-
ly concluded four-match series
is set to miss last year’s runner-
up Delhi Capitals opening
Indian Premier League game
against Chennai Super Kings on
April 10 at Wankhede Stadium
in Mumbai due to Covid-19
related quarantine protocols.

Patel has tested positive for
Covid-19 and has been kept in
isolation, the Delhi Capitals
said on Saturday.

As per IPL protocol, Patel
will have to serve a mandatory
10-day quarantine period and
has to return two negative RT-
PCR results on the final two
days to return to action.

And since his quarantine
period will be over on April 12,
Axar will not be available for
DC’s opening game against
CSK on April 10. 

He might miss the second
game too on April 15 against
Rajasthan Royals.

As per the BCCI SOP, the
player, who tests Covid-19 pos-
itive, has to undergo a set of
tests.

During the 10-day isolation,
the individual will undergo an
RT-PCR test on Day 9 and Day
10. Provided, both the test
results from Day 9 and Day 10
are negative, and he/she does
not have any symptoms for
more than 24 hours, the indi-
vidual will be permitted to re-
enter the bio-secure environ-
ment.

After recovery, players must
undergo a cardiac screening
before resuming any team activ-
ities, according to the protocol.
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Pakistan opening batsman
Imam-Ul-Haq made 70

runs in the first One Day
International against South
Africa in Centurion on Friday
and laid foundation of his
side’s three-wicket win over
the hosts by adding 177 runs
for the second wicket with
skipper Babar Azam, who
notched his 13th ODI hun-
dred in 73 innings.

But the star batsman is
disappointed with himself for
not being able to finish the
game, which became a nail-
bitter by the end.

Chasing 274, Men in
Green were sitting comfortably
at 186/1. But Anrich Nortje’s
introduction reduced them to
203/5 in the 38th over. 

“You know there’s this
pandemic bringing everyone
down these days and so we
thought we’d entertain people
a little,” Imam said after the
game. 

However he admitted that
his and Babar’s inability to
keep their stand going and

wrap up the chase is worri-
some for a side hoping to rise
up and take a shot at winning
a big tournament in the next
couple of years.

“But on a serious note, if
you want to win big tourna-
ments and become a top-
three team... it’s not as if we
don’t talk about this in our

meetings, it gets discussed,
that if your top three get set in
white-ball, then in other teams
they don’t just make 100, they
get 150,” Imam was quoted
saying by ESPNcricinfo.

“That is what we’re trying
to do, like Babar Azam and I
were set today, we should fin-
ish the game. We were playing
an ODI after a long time. We
want to learn from our mis-
takes and turn these 70s and
80s into matchwinning
knocks and turn a win like
this into a seven or six-wick-
et win,” he added.

Talking about his own
performance, Imam said: “To
be honest, I’m very disap-
pointed in not finishing the
game. I’ve been waiting one
and a half years since my last
hundred (against Bangladesh
in 2019 ICC World Cup). I
haven’t had that many oppor-
tunities in the last year. You
don’t always get what you
want, but I’ve got two more
games to make up for it.”

South Africa and Pakistan
will now lock horns in the sec-
ond ODI on Sunday.
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Acentury opening partner-
ship between Lahiru

Thirimanne and captain
Dimuth Karunaratne helped Sri
Lanka bat throughout the final
day to draw the second Test
against the West Indies and the
two-match series.

Sri Lanka entered the final
day on Friday 347 runs behind
the West Indies after trailing by

376 when the home team
declared its second innings on
Thursday at 280-4.

Karunaratne made 75 and
Thirimanne 39 in a 101-run
opening stand. When they were
out, Oshada Fernando and
Dinesh Chandimal combined to
bat Sri Lanka to 193-2 when
stumps were drawn early.
Fernando was 66 not out and
Chandimal 10 not out in an
innings which lasted 82 minutes.
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Alate goal from Portuguese
striker Andre Silva left

Borussia Dortmund’s
Champions League hopes hang-
ing by a thread on Saturday as
they fell to a 2-1 home defeat
against Bundesliga top-six rivals
Eintracht Frankfurt.

Silva’s 87th minute header
condemned Dortmund to a
10th defeat of the season, leav-
ing them seven points adrift of
Frankfurt and the Champions
League qualification places with
just seven games to go.

Failure to finish in the top
four would be disastrous for
Germany’s second-biggest club,
who face a fight to hold on to
coveted key players such as
Erling Braut Haaland and Jadon

Sancho in the next transfer win-
dow.

They missed a chance to
close the gap as high-fliers
Frankfurt pulled off a smash-

and-grab win.
Frankfurt took the lead

through a freakish own goal on
11 minutes, as Nico Schulz sent
a looping header into his own

net after a cross from Filip
Kostic.

Kevin Trapp denied
Haaland with a smart save ten
minutes later before Mats
Hummels hooked the ball in at
a corner to level the scores on the
stroke of half time.

Frankfurt’s Stefan Ilsanker
had a headed goal ruled out for
offside just after the hour-mark,
but the guests restored the lead
on the counter-attack in the
dying minutes, Silva heading in
from close range after another
Kostic cross.

Frankfurt are seven points
clear of fifth place and four
points off third-place Wolfsburg,
who beat Cologne 1-0 thanks to
a second-half goal from Josip
Brekalo. Dortmund are level
on points with Bayer

Leverkusen, who eased to a 2-1
win over bottom club Schalke in
their first game under new
coach Hannes Wolf.

Defeat pushed crisis-hit
giants Schalke closer to a first rel-
egation in over three decades.

Two brutal counter-attack
goals from Ruben Vargas and
Andre Hahn gave Augsburg a 2-
1 win over Hoffenheim, despite
a brilliant late half-volley from
Robert Skov.

In the relegation fight,
Mainz’ recent revival was halt-
ed by a 1-1 draw at home to fel-
low strugglers Arminia Bielefeld.

Bielefeld’s Andreas
Voglsammer struck 15 minutes
from time to cancel out Daniel
Brosinski's penalty and keep
second-from-bottom Bielefeld
within a point of safety.
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Apatched-up Real Madrid
began a crucial week by

beating Eibar 2-0 on Saturday
to increase the pressure on
Atletico Madrid at the top of
La Liga.

With Liverpool to come in
the Champions League on
Tuesday and a Clasico against
Barcelona next weekend,
Madrid welcomed a comfort-
able win thanks to goals from
Marco Asensio and Karim
Benzema.

Victory means Atletico’s
advantage over Zinedine
Zidane’s side is reduced to
three points before they play
away at Sevilla on Sunday
night.

Barcelona, who are four
points off the top, host Real
Valladolid on Monday.

Zidane picked a makeshift
starting line-up but not by
choice, with Raphael Varane
and Toni Kroos both on the
bench, the latter after return-
ing early from international
duty due to a muscle problem.

Sergio Ramos, Dani
Carvajal and Eden Hazard
were all injured and left out
completely.

None of those three are
expected to return against

Liverpool at Valdebebas in
midweek but a hesitant Eibar
performance offered Zidane
the chance to take off the likes
of Luka Modric, Benzema and
Asensio in the second half.

Benzema will be essential
to Madrid’s hopes of reaching
the semi-finals, and of beating
Barcelona too, after the
Frenchman made it 11 goals in
his last 10 games.

He looked refreshed, with
his exclusion from the nation-
al team continuing to be of
benefit to Real Madrid.

But Asensio was arguably
the star of the show, his lively
display in the front three like-
ly to earn him a starting spot
in the trio of crunch games
now to come.

Eibar, who stay 19th,
would have suffered a heavier
defeat were it not for three
goals being chalked off for off-
side.

Elsewhere, Gerard Moreno
scored a hat trick in Villarreal’s
3-0 win at Granada, taking the
Spain striker’s tally to 19 goals
in the league this campaign. 
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Chelsea manager Thomas
Tuchel suffered the first
defeat of his reign as

struggling West Bromwich
Albion took advantage of
Thiago Silva’s red card to earn
a stunning 5-2 win on Saturday.

Tuchel had overseen a 14-
match unbeaten run in all com-
petitions since replacing the
sacked Frank Lampard in
January.

But that impressive start
came to an embarrassing end as
West Brom ran riot at Stamford
Bridge.

Christian Pulisic put
Chelsea ahead early in the first
half, only for Brazil defender
Thiago to get his marching
orders moments later for a sec-
ond booking.

That proved the turning
point as Albion’s Matheus
Pereira struck twice in first half
stoppage-time.

Mbaye Diagne grabbed
West Brom’s third goal and
Callum Robinson netted twice
to leave Tuchel shell-shocked.

Mason Mount’s reply was
no consolation as Chelsea’s bid
to qualify for next season’s
Champions League via a top
four finish in the Premier
League suffered a significant
blow. The Blues, beaten for the
first time in 10 league games,
remain fourth for now, but
both West Ham and Tottenham
would go above them if they
win on Monday and Sunday
respectively.

After conceding just two
goals in Tuchel’s reign, with
seven consecutive clean-sheets
since the defence was last
breached at Southampton in
February, this was a rude awak-
ening for Chelsea.

For the first time since
2011 against Arsenal, Chelsea
conceded five goals at home in
the league.

It was the worst possible

preparation for their
Champions League quarter-
final first leg against Porto on
Wednesday.

West Brom remain second
bottom but their first league win
at Chelsea since 1978 gives
them a glimmer of hope in the
fight to avoid relegation.

Sam Allardyce’s team are
seven points from safety with
eight games left.

Thiago was making his first
Chelsea start since February 4
after recovering from a thigh
problem, but he was complete-
ly out of touch on his return.

OMINOUS SIGNS
The early signs were omi-

nous when Jorginho’s wayward
pass was intercepted by Pereira
on the edge of the Chelsea
penalty area, forcing Thiago
into a cynical foul that earned
him a yellow card.

Despite their sloppy start,
Tuchel’s men took the lead in
the 27th minute. 

Marcos Alonso’s 25-yard
free-kick cannoned back off
the post and Pulisic was first to
react as he alertly steered his
shot past Sam Johnstone from
close-range.

But Thiago gifted Albion a
lifeline two minutes later when
he jumped into a rash two-foot-
ed foul on Okay Yokuslu.

The 36-year-old could have
no complaints about his first
dismissal since he saw red while
playing for PSG in 2013.

In keeping with their errat-
ic display, Chelsea were pun-
ished for some dismal defend-
ing in first half stoppage-time.

A long punt forward by
Johnstone should have been
dealt with easily, but Kurt
Zouma allowed Pereira to run
behind him and guide a superb

lob over the exposed Edouard
Mendy.

Suddenly incapable of get-
ting out of their own half,
Chelsea fell behind with virtu-
ally the last kick of the half.

James surrendered posses-
sion and Diagne found Pereira,
who danced through the sham-
bolic Chelsea defence before
guiding cool low finish past
Mendy from 10 yards.

Chelsea nearly drew level
immediately when Johnstone
made a hash of James’ cross,
forcing Semi Ajayi to turn
Alonso’s shot onto the post.

Mount, on as a half-time
substitute, nearly caught out
Johnstone with a clever free-
kick, but Chelsea suffered a
hammer blow in the 63rd
minute.

A flowing move from the
visitors ended with Robinson
running onto Darnell Furlong’s
cross to smash a superb volley
past Mendy from 12 yards.

Chelsea were in tatters and
West Brom compounded their
misery with a superb 68th
minute break that featured a
flurry of deft passes before
Diagne slotted home.

Mount reduced the deficit
with a close-range finish from
Timo Werner’s pass in the 71st
minute. But Tuchel’s misery
was complete in stoppage-time
when Robinson struck again
with a dinked finish.

“We cannot lose our heads
now and take away the trust we
have in these players,” Tuchel
said. “This is my responsibility.
I trusted this line-up and I still
think the line-up was strong
enough now in this game.

“We were rusty, we were
sloppy in the build-up in our
own half and made many
unforced errors.”

LEEDS WIN
Leeds pushed bottom-of-

the-table Sheffield United clos-
er to relegation with a 2-1 win
against their Yorkshire rivals at
Elland Road.

Jack Harrison put Leeds
ahead with a 12th minute tap-
in from Raphinha’s cross.

The Blades equalised in
first half stoppage-time, with
Ben Osborn nudging Oli
McBurnie’s deflected shot over
the line despite Luke Ayling’s
attempt to block.

In the 49th minute, Blades
defender Phil Jagielka turned
Harrison’s cross into his own
net, leaving the visitors 14
points from safety with only
eight games left.
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Neymar was sent off late on
as a limping Jonathan

David scored the only goal to
give Lille a 1-0 win over Paris
Saint-Germain in their Ligue 1
title showdown on Saturday, a
result that moves them three
points clear at the top of the
table.

Canadian striker David was
struggling with an ankle injury
when he fired home in the 20th
minute.

He was forced off soon after
and came out on crutches to
watch the second half with
heavy strapping where he had
been caught by Idrissa Gana
Gueye.

Without him Lille held on
to beat PSG in the capital for the
first time in a quarter of a cen-
tury, with a frustrating afternoon
for the hosts summed up when
Neymar was sent off at the
death.

The Brazilian and Lille
defender Tiago Djalo were both
shown second yellow cards and
dismissed following an inci-
dent off the ball.

The result sees Lille take a
big step towards a first title in a
decade, just before the Qatari
takeover of PSG which changed

the face of French football.
It would be a remarkable

achievement for the club from
France’s far north to pip the
Parisians, who have won seven
of the last eight league crowns
and face Bayern away in the first
leg of their Champions League
quarter-final in midweek.

However Christophe
Galtier’s Lille are three points
clear of PSG with seven games
left, with Monaco another point
behind in third after beating
Metz 4-0. Lyon are contenders
too. They can reclaim third
spot and go level on points with
PSG by beating Lens.

Mauricio Pochettino’s PSG
had been fancied to go on and
ease to another league title after
winning 4-2 away in Lyon just
before the recent international
break, but this result raises
doubts about their credentials.

Earlier a Cesc Fabregas
penalty set Monaco on their way
to a crushing 4-0 win over Metz
that keeps the principality side
right in the running for the
Ligue 1 title.

Kevin Volland also scored
before a brace by substitute
Wissam Ben Yedder for
Monaco, with all the goals com-
ing in the second half at the
Stade Louis II.
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Norwegian midfielder Jens Petter
Hauge snatched a late equaliser to

salvage a point for AC Milan whose
poor home run continued with a 1-1
draw against 10-man Sampdoria on
Saturday.

Milan are five points behind lead-
ers Inter who travel to Bologna later on
Saturday, with their city rivals also hav-
ing a game in hand.

“Milan have complicated lives for
themselves,” said coach Stefano Pioli
whose side have not won at home in
almost two months.

“When mentally you can’t get into
the game right away then the difficul-
ties of the match increase. Today we
paid dearly because we didn’t win.”

Sampdoria had dominated the
first half an hour with Milan staying in
the game thanks to saves from goal-
keeper Gianluigi Donnarumma, who
denied Manolo Gabbiadini early and a
Morten Thorsby header.

And the hosts were on the back foot
after a foolish Theo Hernandez pass
across midfield after 57 minutes allowed
veteran Fabio Quagliarella to pounce
and lob from a distance over
Donnarumma who was out of his goal.

It was the 38-year-old Quagliarella’s
10th goal this campaign, reaching dou-
ble figures for the fifth consecutive
league season, with his 174 Serie A goals
making him the top scorer active in the
Italian top flight.

Claudio Ranieri’s side went a man
down just after their goal with Adrien
Silva sent off after picking up a second

yellow card for a foul on Samu
Castillejo.

Ante Rebic came off the bench for
the hosts and threatened with Hakan
Calhanoglu denied by Sampdoria goal-
keeper Emil Audero before Hauge
broke through beating the rival defence
and curling the ball into the corner.

The hosts missed a chance for a late
winner with Zlatan Ibrahimovic send-
ing through for Franck Kessie who rat-
tled the woodwork.

Milan’s push for a first league title

since 2011 has been hit by their poor
home form with just two wins out of
eight home games in the league in 2021.

DRAW IN TURIN DERBY
Juventus have failed to make their

dominance pay as Torino earned a
point in the 2-2 draw.

Juventus started the match bright-
ly, and had a great chance early on
when Cristiano Ronaldo headed down
to Federico Chiesa, but off-balance he
fired well off target.

The Italian puts things right short-
ly afterwards however, after he plays
it into Alvaro Morata and sprints for-
wards towards goal, and after receiv-
ing the one-two carries the ball past the
defenders and into the box before nut-
megging the goalkeeper.

Our lead didn’t last a quarter of an
hour however as Tony Sanabria leapt
in the box on the loose ball after
Wojciech Szczesny failed to hold onto
the ball as he dived low to save.

We went into the break frustrat-
ed knowing we had the better chances
of the match, but that went from bad
to worse after the restart.

That man Sanabria once again
took advantage of another mistake, this
time by Dejan Kulusevski, whose
failed pass was latched onto to run in
behind the defence and score, although
Szczesny again should have done bet-
ter.

We tried to attack in numbers, and
the home side were allowing us to
come at them, and we looked like we
were going to go on for all three points
after scoring late on.

Cristiano Ronald made it 2-2
after latching onto Chiellini’s effort
with just over 10 minutes left on the
clock, and it was all one-way traffic
from this point onwards.

With the game ending at 2-2
however, all eyes will be on Andrea
Pirlo with some reports claiming that
his job is on the line. They currently
sit fourth in the division with fear of
missing out on the Champions League,
which will certainly not be good
enough.
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Italian teen Jannik Sinner
rallied past Spanish sev-

enth seed Roberto Bautista
Agut at the Miami Open on
Friday to book a meeting
with Hubert Hurkacz in the
biggest final of his young
career.

Sinner, who reached last
year’s French Open quarter-
finals, defeated Bautista 5-7, 6-
4, 6-4 to become only the
fourth teen to reach the men’s
final in the 36-year history of
the ATP Miami Masters.

Poland’s Hurkacz, seeded
26th, won his second straight
match over a top 10 player,
beating Russian fourth seed
Andrey Rublev 6-3, 6-4.

Coming off a quarter-
final win over second-seeded

Stefanos Tsitsipas, Hurkacz
became the first player to
take a set off Rublev at the
tournament.

It’s the first time he has
earned two top 10 wins in the
same tournament.

Sinner, 19 and playing
only his third Masters 1000,
joined 1990 champion Andre
Agassi, 2005 runner-up Rafael
Nadal and 2007 winner Novak
Djokovic as Miami teen final-
ists.
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� Can you talk us through the
process of shooting D Company? 

The challenge was to match old
Bombay. No matter how good a place
was or how much resemblance it
shared with the city back in the 70s,
there was something artificial in it.
Hence, I sent across about 12 people

who can look around and can
figure out a place that

resembles the city 40

years back. Some parts were found in
Goa, the others in Hyderabad and so
on. The other challenge was to put the
mechanism in place. Dawood Ibrahim
has become a mythological character
in our head and it was a challenge to
understand his mindset which he had
back then. There were a lot of psycho-
logical aspects involved. However, hav-
ing said that it was exciting. But, due
to the rise in COVID cases once again,
the release date has been postponed  for
now.

� You said there will be an eight-
season series after the movie as

well. What made you disclose
it all?

This movie is just a trail-
er of what the series has to
offer. The D Company is not
just about Dawood Ibrahim,
it’s much more complex and
deep than that. That is what
I have tried to show in this

movie. I have touched upon
the lives of other members of

the group, their mindset and
what made them enter this world.

For the whole series, we have shot

about 80 hours, spread over 35 years of
the underworld.

� Not many directors touch upon
this topic. Why are you so attracted
to it?

I have always been fascinated by
the underworld since I entered the city.
I wanted to understand what goes in
the mind of these people because, at the
end, they are humans too. This made
me take up this subject and make
movies that in some way or the other
touch upon the lives of the members
of the underworld.

� When you make such movies, you
are experiencing crime closely in a
way. Did it bother you?

Not at all. Like I said, this is some-
thing that fascinates me. Not that we
don’t come across crimes in real life. We
do and we just forget about it. I make
movies, it is my job and I take it that
way. I don’t let anything take over me.

� How do you manage to stay rele-
vant?

The moment I stepped into this
industry, my goal was clear — to make

movies that interests the audience
and, in some way or the other, resonate
with them. I look for real stories that
are not much talked about and I work
on them. This is something that may
have helped me in staying relevant.
However, I have never thought about
it. It was not as if I have some master
plan in place to stay relevant. It is just
my love for my work that helps.

� When one chases stories, he reach-
es a level of frustration. Did it hap-
pen with you?

Yes, of course. You face ups and
downs in everything you do. There
were times when things didn’t go my
way and I was frustrated, but then I
knew it will pass. I don’t know how to
give up on things. Sooner or later,
things definitely fall in place, I believe.

� 12 ‘O’ Clock and Disha Encounter
is also in the pipeline. Can you talk
about that?

I will when the time comes. But, at
the moment I am focusing on the
release of D Company. Once we will
make the official announcements, we
will talk about it.

�What made you say yes to the concert?
Saying yes was not a tough to make. They are an established

platform; I have been watching their work for some time now.
In Delhi-NCR, they do various festivals. I am familiar with the
kind of work they do; the kind of artists they have been brin-
ing in to their fold — classical as well as contemporary. As an
artist, on would really look forward to be part of it. When it came
to me, I was happy.
�Are online performances going to be another option for
artists in the future?

Everything has pros and cons. The same is true for per-
forming online. It is up to us, (artists) how we use it to further
the cause of music and arts. When lockdown happened last year,
none of us knew how to deal with the situation and there was
a learning curve — whether they were going online from their
living home or using their mobiles to broadcast, within a few
months people realised that they needed to find to deal with it.
That’s when organised festivals started to happen. In hindsight,
it seems to have been the right thing to do. If one takes care of
the audio quality, since we are talking about performing arts,
technical aspect is important. However, much hard work has gone
into the preparation and in your riyaz, if you don’t present it
well, it doesn’t work for the audience. But the pros is that they
can watch it later and your reach is wider.
�Was this the first time you performed for them?

Yes. I loved being on this platform. It is beautiful to be asso-
ciated with them. As an audience, I have attended some of their
concerts. What I like is that they present different kind of music.
They have a great reach and this is just a important for all the
artists. Dhrupad is oldest style but not the most popular. It needs
the kind of platform where it can reach to lakhs which this plat-
form ensures.
�How strange was it to be online with no live audience?

Interestingly, the answer to this question has changed for
me in the last 10-12 months. When the lockdown happened, I
was also experimenting. Initially, one couldn’t even have
artists come over. I did a few concerts where I was all by myself
playing the tanpura and broadcasting from my living room or
my mobile. To be honest, I didn’t enjoy it. After one or two, I
stopped. If it was a lecture or a demonstration, I could do but
not a performance. But when we could have people over and I
could have other artists with me, musically I felt things were in
place. For me, music is something where I connect with myself
and not just the audience. When I perform, I was often in my
own world and when I sing, my eyes are closed and can do alaap
for half-an-hour. It doesn’t bother me much whether the audi-
ence was there or not. For live performance, one gets daad then
and there; online you get thumbs up.
�You left your corporate job to pursue music full-time. How
did that happen?

It happened organically. I started my professional career
sometime in 2007-08. I come from a musical family, so I learnt
music from both my grandfathers for more than 10-12 years and
then graduation and MBA. Later, I met my guru Pandit Abhay
Narayan Mallick and realised that if I wanted to take up Dhrupad
professionally, I would have to devote more time led me to make
some hard choices and took the plunge.
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What do two childhood

friends do when they put
their heads together and

think of a business idea that can be
sustainable and cost-effective? The
world’s first bagless tea hits the mar-
ket. One may want to do a double
check about the bagless tea and won-
der how one can seep the tea leaves
with no bag but the truth is that only
did the duo — Upamanyu Borkakoty
and Anshuman Bharali — make their
idea work but also launched these bag-
less teas on November 18, 2020.

Borkakoty, who looks after the
marketing and product research, tells
you that the idea to do business that
dealt with tea was two-fold. 

“We had tried a few business ideas
once I went back to Assam with
Bharali. We live in a small place,
Sivasagar. Back in 2015, Bharali and
I were into lenses. But the sourcing
and to get that to Assam was logisti-
cally a nightmare not to mention that
it was not cost-effective. We wanted
to do something that was available
locally and what better product than
tea. Of course, it took us time to
research and that is how The Tea Leaf
Theory was born. The aim was to cre-
ate tea masters and crafters from tea
growers who used to make a living by
selling green leaves to large tea man-
ufacturers,” Borkakoty says.

But the duo was clear about one
thing. They wanted to work with only
organic growers as such farmers were
losing out on the revenue due to less
produce. “We wanted to support and
promote the marginalised tea farmers
across Assam and Darjeeling. We
wanted good produce and achieved
specialty. In the November of 2016, we
started with a global online store.
While we got good feedback, we
were told they were not exceptional.
We went to China and Taiwan to
explore the variety of teas. We found
they were far more superior. The sam-
ple we got with us was shown to the
tea growers. They were blown away
with the quality. That is when we start-
ed to research more,” Bharali recounts.

The gap in the market that exist-
ed needed to be filled. All the tea bou-
tiques wanted to show what kind of
tea this region could produce, main-

ly from Assam. However, the bou-
tiques couldn’t reach out to the grow-
ers. That is when Borkakoty and
Bharali stepped in. Instead of doing
B2C business they changed it to B2B.

“We shut our online store in
2017 and started focusing on B2B
model and became a sourcing for rare
teas for the boutiques. Slowly, we
realised that the Indian consumer was
losing out on these beautiful teas. The
consumer only had to make a shift in
brewing technique — how to move
from traditional way of drinking  tea
to specialty teas? That is when we
came up with the idea of whole leaf
tea. This is like a gold standard for tea
production since few gardens produce
tea from two leaves and the bud,”
Bharali tells you, who looks after the
operations, finance and IT.

From here, was born the idea of
how to present to the world how two
leaves and the bud tea tastes like to the
Indian market. The challenge was to
ensure that the leaf retained this
shape on how it was plucked. What
the team did, the leaf lost its shape. As
long as the leaf was in its raw form,
the tea was delicious but the minute
it was packed, the taste changed.

“First, the leaves broke. Second,
tea leaves are extremely hydrophobic
in nature. As soon as they come in
contact with air, they absorb moisture
and flavour goes down. We decided
to pack it on our own. We took two
leaves and the bud, tied it with a string,
compressed it with a machine into a
cylindrical shape so that the leaves
don’t break. We are working on the
process of making the whole process

even more efficient. Given that we are
not using bags to put the leaves, we are
reducing carbon foot printing. We
pack the leaves at the source. This
retains the flavour. At present, the
sachet has a thin layer of plastic to
restrict the air from entering. But soon
our packing will be 100 per cent
biodegradable or eco-friendly,”
Borkakoty says.

Not all is easy. The teas are hand-
crafted at present. The duo is trying
to make their operation semi-auto-
matic to ease the work of the employ-
ees and to make the process more
scalable.

“We are getting a good response
from the market and need to improve
upon the process. We also want to
make it easier for the farmer whom we
adopt a contract manufacturer so that
training him becomes an easy process.
The cost of one tea string ranges
between �24 to �28. We sell our tea
in a box that has 16 sachets. The best
part is that one can make three cups
of tea from one string,” Borkakoty
says.

Of course, there is a way to have
these special teas. Just like one would
brew an orthodox tea, these bagless
teas need to be brewed for five min-
utes and the tea is ready. One is
advised not to add any milk or sugar. 

“Even in orthodox teas, one does-
n’t add milk or sugar. The same
holds true here as well. These teas
need to be enjoyed without milk or
sugar. One can, if needed, add sugar,”
Bharali explains.

The one thing that the team did-
n’t have to tell people to buy these teas.
The Insta influencers gave them a lot
of support. These people started rec-
ommending them. Another plus that
worked for them was word of mouth
publicity. So much so that they have
been sold out on two flavours.

“The product itself is a treat for
the eyes. When you see the leaves
unfurl when hot water is poured in a
glass cup, it looks so beautiful and
tempting. Then there are the flavours
— green tea (Silky Green), green tea
with tulsi (Dirty Detox), white tea
(Silky White) and orthodox Assam
black tea with tulsi (Killer Immunity),”
Borkakoty says.

‘Music is an inward
journey for me’
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There is a popular adage
amongst chefs: You eat
with your eyes first.

However tasty a dish maybe
but if it doesn’t look appetising
enough, no one is going to eat
it. Hence, chefs the world over
pay so much attention and
details to how to present dish-
es. Unfortunately, this saying
falls flat when we order for a
delivery. Most eating joints
that deliver don’t spend a lot on
how they package the food. A
few plastic containers and foil
to wrap the rotis is the standard
packing.

But, one take-out delivery
in the Capital ensures that
one definitely eats with one’s
eyes. The packet in which the
food is delivered is pretty and
colourful. Looking at the box,
it gives a sneak peek into what
is to come in terms of taste.

Manav Deep Singh, co-
founder, The Masala Story

tells you that the packaging has
been designed by a company in
Bengaluru. “We have a com-
pany that works for us out of
Bengaluru. We are an eco-
friendly brand and use zero
plastic. We are using recycled
paper to pack our food,” Singh

says.
Go for mutton biryani,

garlic naan, muttoon korma,
and tandoori non-vegetarian
platter. The platter has four
meat tikkas — fish, chicken
malai tikka, chicken tikka and
mutton seekh kebab. Ordering

tandoori dishes home is a bit
tricky, it does get a bit cold tak-
ing away the taste but given the
way it is packed, it does man-
age to retain the flavour. If one
is a mutton fan, mutton biryani
is worth a try. The muttoon is
tender; falling off the bone
with a perfect blend of spices. 

There is a reason why
Singh decided to go with
North Indian cuisine. He
found a gap between Indian
cuisine delivery brands and
wanted to fill it. 

“It is the not first preferred
cuisine when one is a teenag-
er or a couple due to the

messiness that comes while
opening it. People know that it
comes in a plastic box and will
have oil around. There is a per-
ception around Indian food
and that is why people prefer
to order pizzas, pastas and sal-
ads — eat out of the box
foods,” Singh says.

The aim, he tells you is to
offer food in a packet that can
be placed on to the table, open
the handis and serve from it.
Also, every dish that one opens
will have the name of the per-
son who has ordered it. For
example: If one ordered a but-
ter paneer and a butter chick-
en, it will read: Hi Shalini,
enjoy your butter chicken.

The cloud kitchen, a con-
cept of delivery only restaurant
with no physical space, no
dine-in space or takeaway
counter, opened just before the
lockdown in March 2020. 

“It was because of this
concept, packaging, the qual-
ity of food and safety measures

(our staff undergoes tests reg-
ularly) played in our favour
during the lockdown. People
were and are ordering food
from reputed brands when it
comes to hygiene. So much so
that we went from unit one to
unit six in this last year. The
latest to join is the unit in
Noida,” Singh tells you. 

He says that cloud kitchens
that are organised and trusted
brands are the future. “There
was time, pre-COVID-19
times, when we were accessing
some nice restaurants. Cloud
kitchens that opened because
two friends got together or
two-three family members
pooled in funds because such
kitchens were doing well are
not going to survive this wind.
Restaurants that are from
organised branded and fol-
lowing hygiene protocol are the
ones that will move forward,”
Singh says.

To order, download The
Masala Story app.
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Known for making experimental films
like Shool, Sarkar and Satya, Varma

is considered one of the pioneers of
newage Indian cinema. 

Musba Hashmi speaks with the
director about D Company, his
fascination for the underworld

and challenges of mak-
ing such films
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With the current COVID-19 pro-
tocols in place worldwide and
most organisations opting for
the work-from-home or
‘remote’ office set-ups — the

workplace dynamics have changed. From being
100% in the office to 100% remote and every
possible combination within; organisations
across verticals are looking for ways to not only
stay productive but also to unlock the value of
human capital in the current permutation or
combination that the organisation has outlined
for its workforce. 

Bound by ‘social distancing’ and ‘govern-
ment mandated lockdowns’, it has become
imperative for companies to recognise relevant
trends early to be able to effectively manage
employees remotely and incorporate them in the
right manner into business operations.

While monitoring and evaluation tools focus
mainly on activity tracking and outcome har-
vesting, an effective enterprise operations man-
agement platform can help organisations unlock
the true value of human capital. Organisations
use different tools for everything from online
and offline data collection, aggregation and
analysis to reporting. While this method works
and is effective in smaller organisations, howev-
er, it can get cumbersome when running multi-
ple projects across different locations. Here’s a
quick checklist of the must-have features when
choosing a platform to manage a newly remote
workforce:

�������	

With the employees working remotely, man-

aging a distributed workforce has caught many
organisations unaware. Employees are also
struggling to live up to the expectations, improve
or manage productivity levels while ensuring
time efficiency and maintaining work-life bal-
ance.

��The tool that a company uses must pro-
vide complete work pattern analysis across
teams, processes and locations. It will not only
bring transparency into operations but, help
business owners identify and bridge the gaps.

��Give insight into activities on and away
from the system. It will not only help you isolate
time leakages and gaps but will also give you an
opportunity to groom your employees by pro-
viding them with the best training, and the abili-
ty to counsel them if they are facing any chal-
lenges or issues.

��Don’t know who’s working on which pro-
ject? Optimum resources utilisation is important
to maintain the projects in top shape and cash
bells ringing. Effective Operations management
tools are useful in digging deeper into resource
utilization trends to ensure better resource level-
ing and planning.

��Similarly, look for features and function-
ality to take sneak-peek into employee produc-
tivity, schedule compliance, break schedule, etc.

�����������
Being online 24x7 does not guarantee pro-

ductivity. You need to have a mechanism in
place to drive productivity outcomes.

��Ask for a comprehensive analysis of
employee effort vs. outcome.

��Intuitive dashboards are a great way to
identify, understand and resolve process and
performance gaps.

��Time and motion studies powered-by
comprehensive analysis on employee effort.

��A module that can easily categorise and
segment staff across different teams and multiple
locations according to the requirements.

��Ease of integration with any other third-
party workflow management software/Service

desk/help desk/CRM or any such kind of tool
that has a transaction repository.

��������	����
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When teams are working remotely, it

becomes important than ever to channelise the
work-flow of a project while directing the course
from A to Z. A robust workflow management
tool can help guide the flood of different project
tasks with different deadlines and requirements
while improving throughput and AHT or aver-
age handling time.

��Establishing workflow taking up too
much of your time? Bringing in an operations
management tool should have the essential capa-
bilities to set up workflows according to the pro-
ject requirements and allocate tasks by utilising
inbuilt adaptors.

��Managing the work effectively is yet
another challenge of remote working. Thus it is
important to enable managers to capture real-
time activity being carried out on each task, thus
helping to remove any bottlenecks.

��Check out if the tool can record transac-
tions based on predefined rules while identifying
hidden opportunities for desktop automation
and process improvement.

��Ask for a management tool that empow-
ers you through better planning and forecasting
the workload.

������
�����������
For any organisation, analytics is a vital part

of managing workforce productivity while dri-
ving business performance. With insights
derived from data analytics, important relation-
ships and patterns can be established to plug in
leakages due to low employee productivity, high-
er overhead costs, and poor customer service.

��The tool should be able to provide real-
time performance data to establish realistic and
effective organisational benchmarks and targets.

��Classification of incidental, value adding,
and non-value adding activities within the orga-
nization is another task that enterprise operation
management software should be able to do.

��Look out for features that help in keeping
a track of utilisation of resources, operating sys-
tems, and infrastructure available in order to
streamline operations.

These are the times calling for tapping the
true potential of human capital and digital
investments 

While it gets hard to understand employee
behavior when they work remotely, investing
them in the right way, and right direction can

help steer clear the challenges. Some points that
should be kept in mind are:  

��Promote self-improvement: Personal
growth of the employees accelerates organisa-
tional growth. Providing employees with self-
improvement dashboards can be a great way for
overall growth. When the employees self-analyse
their weaknesses and strengths, work gaps get
easier to fill. The employees get a better and
deep understanding of where they lack. Self-
analyzing is the key to self-growth. 

��Focusing on work-time: Analysing work
gaps, productivity levels and setting utilisation
benchmarks drives employee potential in the
right direction. To increase employee productivi-
ty, the organisations can measure schedule com-
pliance, identify work gaps and time leakages.
Deploying an enterprise grade operations man-
agement tool that optimise overtime of the
employees brings transparency.

��Center work-output: Establishing an
effective mechanism in place to evaluate the
work outputs help maintain the balance. A thor-
ough analysis of work input and work output
drives productivity betterment. An organisation
can improve profitability with accurate analysis
of process and performance gaps. Software pro-
viding end-to-end analysis of employee produc-
tivity levels helps the organisation get an exten-
sive view of their performance.  

��Real-time visibility: Utilising intuitive
tools provide an operational transparency in the
organisation that can manage the workflow.
Accessing real-time visibility to manage employ-
ees’ work performance accelerates their produc-
tivity levels. The managers get to align the work-
force with the work tasks suiting their capabili-
ties with the help of a efficient software. Real-
time visibility enables the managers to foresee
the challenges and prepare accordingly.

��Eliminate the waste tasks: With the
advanced analytics, an organisation can work on
lean initiatives and asset optimisation. Utilising
the software to identify the loopholes in cus-
tomer service, employee productivity and
expected business cost can help review the
working process. A regular follow-up of the
work-activities is imperative to streamline the
resources and eliminate non-incidental activi-
ties. 

��Reduce operational cost: Accessing tan-
gible insights on asset optimisation by software
help the organisation to reduce capital and
operational cost. With an asset optimisation
dashboard, the organisation is able to analyse
the accurate utilisation of company assets. With

an operation management platform in the
organisation, pruning of unproductive and extra
systems gets easy. This minimises extra opera-
tional cost and clears the space for productive
applications. 

��Promote extensive reporting: The work-
force can filter the information that is provided
to the managers. To avoid any work delays or
passing incomplete information, the organisa-
tion should be actively responsive on employee
productivity. Screen recording or screen captur-
ing with the help of software help the managers
to get real-time view of what is being done. This
ensures transparency in the organisation and lets
managers understand employee capabilities first-
hand. Getting in-depth analysis of where
employee lacks, helps managers alter their train-
ing process accordingly.

��Be attentive towards workload analysis:
The managers should understand that overbur-
dening an employee can deteriorate their work
performance. With the help of automated soft-
ware, the manager can get virtual workload dis-
tribution analytics. The operation management
platform enables the organisation to understand
utilisation levels of the employees and delegate
the workload accordingly. 

��Classify employee output based on dif-
ferent attributes: The organisation cannot
expect the same results from all their employees.
With the help of softwares, the organisation
need classify employee outputs based on attrib-
utes like location, work tenure, position and
level of expectations. An employee on the exec-
utive level cannot contribute the same as the
senior manager. Understanding the same can
improve satisfaction level of the managers.

��Equitable Load balancing: It is impor-
tant working remotely doesn’t mean that there
are pockets of teams that are underutilised and
pockets that are over worked. Balancing work-
load appropriately and ensuring equitable distri-
bution of work with visibility is a key focus area
for enterprises as they think about a post
COVID-19 operations model. 

It is important to have a real time view of
how teams are engaged, and to give insights into
the workload distribution across different
teams. Having a robust measurement platform
that provides insights across all levels of the
enterprise is critical for future success in a dis-
tributed workplace.

The writer is CEO, ProHance photo, an enterprise
operations management platform that helps organ-

isations to unlock the value of human capital

3<9���9�"���49
3746��1�49"7�9;=%���

29?7"9���"/74������<��
9 94��7�?<���9;��9��<9
3746+.;73�7.���/4789?�

3<�;9�:�49?���1��<9
?7,4�9�.47"����7�I���

472,���3746.;73
"���19"9����77;�?��

<9;/�1,�:9��<9�.;77:�7.
:�..949���/4789?�����6�

3��<�:�..949��
:9�:;��9����:

49V,�49"9����3<�;9
�"/47 ��1��<47,1</,�

��:��<��74�� 94�19
<��:;��1���"9

)- @.1/.�>2�=1 /./�2?�6%���	�
#�0,.1.
.�>,���	� 1.=1./.-4/���=�14 >�3�1�1�-;.�2?

>2-/> 2�/-.//#�>�33� 4�=.1>. @.5�1.�3 4:

��	���������
�����������������	����

��������	�������������
���� �������������

����������������
�!"#��$%&#�����

�����������������
�����������������	�

�����������������

THE NEW-AGE
HUMAN REMOTE

�(�&�0�	�	%��&
&��(1�%	�2	%�	��,
�%3	�0�	��'0�����,
0�	���%(0�)����0�
0%4	��(��%1�(%��	

��4�
5����3�%����
	

= , 7 @  	 � " 8 � " < �



������
��	�
���

��������	��
��
�����������������������

.4�9�:�<�/�����<9�/,49���;7 9����
����<9�<�1<9���.74"�7.�;7 9

3<949��7�<��1������69:�.74%��7
?7�:���7�%�3<949�7�9���"/;=

9�87=��1� ��1
M�7�<7

	"<<�8�����
/4�"7:�/��<�6

Newspaper stories these days are depressing. Reading
them, we realise that humans are still where they were
in the stone age days. Psychologists rightly conclude

that you can take the man out of Stone Age but you cannot
take Stone Age out of man. Progress does not seem to be
the law of life as said by Robert Browning. How long will
man take to become man? Why we, the humans, are still not
graduating into humans. While the stories of barbarism,
aggression and violence of the present times are as distress-
ing as of the past, our claims of being a civilised society
appears hollow. We need to ponder why despite so much of
knowledge and education, propositions of devilish nature
still remain attractive. The animal in man fails to change.
The lessons that we were taught have hardly made any impact
in those few thousand odd years we have been learning them.
Lessons on morality and ethics just remain a subject for essay
writing as people seem to believe that honesty is not the best
policy. Lying is a sin, greed is the root cause of all evil and
pride comes before a fall are all cliches that makes little sense.
Everyday people see people dying yet they want to live till
eternity. And this desire is behind most problems as people
indulge in all kinds of deeds and misdeeds to seek unrea-
sonable security. Security that would make them survive even
if the whole world perishes. No one wants to believe that per-
manence is an illusory goal in this transient world. In fact
this question was rather very succinctly dealt with in the
famous Yaksha-Yudhishthira dialogue in the Vana Parva of
the Mahabharata while the Pandavas were in exile. When
Dharmaraj posing as Yaksha asks Yudhishthira what is the
greatest surprise, the reply that the senior Pandava gave
explains the greatest paradox of human life. Yudhishthira says
that the greatest surprise in this world is that though human
beings are mortal and see people dying everyday yet they
think they will not die. This desire is what perpetuates evil
in this world. The main cause of this desire is the ego that
gives all sorts of false pretensions to human beings. It makes
a millionaire crave to become a billionaire and a billionaire
aspiring for becoming a trillionaire. Resorting to all kinds
of dirty tricks to fulfil their dreams people ultimately catch
up with their nemesis as providence spares none. Even the
Corona pandemic failed to dampen the spirits of those peo-
ple who fail to realise that the last journey has to be performed
free from all encumbrances as life is a zero balance account.
This piece is not intended to paint a scary picture but to make
realise that in the end it is the goodness that prevails. There
is need to find out an approach to help make this world a
better place to live for all. To create a new kind of movement
to change mankind to become what he was destined to
become — the most glorious of all the creations of nature.
To become the man whom God created in his own image.
Awakening the soul should be the idea behind the goodness
movement. And this can be done by applying the same tools
that marketers use to create a consumer movement. Man
essentially wants to be good but he should understand what
good being good is. This is what is required.
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As human beings, we are always
expected to be dutiful. This
starts quite early. What are chil-

dren’s duties? These are mainly five.
They must maintain their health by
proper eating, adequate exercises/phys-
ical activities, sufficient sleep and of
course the right entertainment /hobbies.
They must inculcate good sanskars.
After all, we are the topmost species.
Surely, the elders of the family must
practise them — a duty for them.
Children must try to reach their poten-
tial in studies as well as in their natur-
al abilities. And they must learn house-
keeping, which the pandemic has made
essential for everyone. Sounds great but
how do you motivate children to do all
these. What assurances can you give
them that doing these are what will be
the best for them?

The answer is to link their desires
with these duties. If they wish fulfillment
of their desires, then they must do all
these duties. This is the way it works.
We have to help them to identify their
desires, which in technical terms are
called deep desires. The consequences
of such desires and decisions are ours,
that is good and bad.

In adulthood, the duties are more
or less well defined. One must try to
maintain one’s health the best way pos-
sible. Lord Krishna has guided in the
verse # 6.17 of the Bhagavad Gita. One
must be able to maintain self the best
way possible. Lord Krishna has spoken
about maintenance very specifically in
the Gita, because it is very important,
as we know already. The right direction
of life is next. Unless one is on the right
track, one is not likely to end up in the
right place. This knowledge comes
from God, because only He knows the
big picture about all of us. The fourth
duty is to become peaceful whatever it
takes. This will lead to happiness and

security. Here again, generous help from
God is required. Just as we can assure
children about fulfillment of their
desires, we can do so for adults.

The elderly have well defined
duties. The first duty is also regarding
health, more so in old age, because the
human body ages and does not have
the same flexibility or toleration as in
the younger age. Wise persons switch
mostly to activities in the mode of
goodness, especially in the matters of
eating and entertainment. If the health
is not good, the old age becomes quite
painful, literally so. The second duty
is to recheck the direction of life. By
now it must have been clear whether
the direction is proper or not. If it is
not, time has come to seriously reset
it. God can help, therefore, a good con-
nection with God must be established,
sooner the better. Do as many spiri-
tual activities as your nature permits,
and slowly increase them. One needs
lot of help in old age, in which God

has the main role. As mentioned ear-
lier, peace, happiness and security can
come from God only. Maintenance, if
not already secured, should be
ensured. There is no bar in doing so,
if it is a necessity. If a connection with
God is well established, He will give
all necessary guidance about duties,
because He knows what is good for us.
If one can do all of the above, he or she
is not only assured for the rest of the
life but can look forward to an excel-
lent next birth also.

In conclusion, I can safely state
that the Cosmic Design is perfect. If
one follows its rules, i.e. does all the
relevant duties related to one’s desires,
which must be according to “dharma”,
then, one can be rest assured that one
will live a very fruitful life. There
shouldn’t be any doubt about it,
because God ensured it. After all, it is
His creation.
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The 14-storey building of
the Milky Way can also be
called the ‘lokas’. Each loka
represents or reflects a par-
ticular range of conscious-

ness, call it perceived reality. 
The 7 upper lokas are domains of

light extending from the spine to the
crown of the head, then from Earth to
Sun, Sun to the North Star or Dhruv
Tara and from there beyond. The
lower lokas are called talas — domains
of limited light or partial darkness. 

Gurudev once showed me, during
a state of dhyaan, a crimson fire
burning inside me at and around my
navel, resembling that of a yagya. The
fire I saw could possibly be the sun illu-
minating from my spine to head with
the subtle aura of light.

The Puranas describe these lokas
to be pairs starting from both the head
as well as the centre of the body in the
microcosm, differentiated by the sub-
tleness of consciousness. 

Each different loka represents a
different set of gunas or qualities,
reflecting the state of consciousness.
One can, however, change those qual-
ities to move to a different loka.

Let us step down from the seventh
floor of the 14-storey building of this
universe and see what the lower lokas
or talas have to offer. 

The Sixth Floor, ‘Atala’, of this 14-
storeyed building — the universe, lies
just below Earth. A world of lesser
qualifications than ours, it takes one
deeper into delusion and ignorance.
Fear and lust are governing emotions.
It is a corrective world like all the lower

planes and only those who overcome
these inferior emotions to develop self-
confidence, self-discipline, self-control
can be reborn on Earth. The average
guna mix here, has a predominance of
rajas.

Those who have qualities of nobil-
ity and style are perfect inmates of
Atala. Intellectuals with selfish atti-
tudes, senior ‘I, me and myself ’ cor-
porate executives, shrewd business-
men, people clever but not wise, cor-
rupt doctors earning commissions by
making patient’s bear unnecessary
expenses. People with extra marital
affairs, those indulging in sexual fan-
tasising, make a good fit here, depend-
ing on the intensity of their rajasic
qualities combined with tamasic and
a fair amount of sattvik ones too. 

Vitalaloka is the 5th floor and the
second level of lower lokas. The Guna
mix, I conjecture, is about 20% Sattva,
40% Rajas and 40% Tamas. The igno-
rance levels are higher. Warriors,
awarded marines, scientists all with
negative ambitions and qualities, dis-
honest businessman, politically mind-
ed corporate executives, self-centred
beings, violent people both physical-
ly and mentally; in short, people with
lower self-opinions belong here. 

Depending on guna mix, this
could include people with riches on
earth, great social standing, well edu-
cated with maybe degrees from even
Harvard or Stanford. People who do
charity for social status, priests who are
corrupt, government officers who
insist on bribes get visas to these lower
lokas very easily. 

These lokas are not ugly places, but
just darker in light, in concept and in
consciousness. 

Lokas like Sutala or Vitala also
contain residents who may be pious
and dogmatic including mean religious
leaders, yogis, priests, sportsman and
women celebrities, presidents and
chieftains with one common factor —
lower self-opinions and perceived
negative samskars. The Guilty! 

People in lokas at the level of
Sutala though ignorant, more sense
attracted, more tamasic still have the
desire for hopping on to the ladders
and working towards self-improve-
ment. They self-reflect on being
demonic and less positive. They
believe that they have a lot to do to
reverse their descent. 

Talatala the 4th Floor or Mahatala
the 3rd floor are not necessarily
uncomfortable but darkness prevails
in greater measure. Pseudo agnostics,
self-realised sinners, terrorists, Tinker,
Tailor, soldier, sailor can all qualify in
a manner of speaking. 

After self-corrections and
improvement in their guna mix they
can get a chance to take rebirth on
Earth as a corrective opportunity but
lead a life of suffering, ill health, finan-
cial problems, social dissatisfaction in
an almost ‘Why me’ existence to
clear out their karmic debt. It is a slow
progress involving multiple births to
climb the ladder to higher lokas. 

Rasatala and Patala, the 2nd and
1st floors respectively, are the lowest
lokas of existence. Tamas of the neg-
ative kind is the dominating Guna.

With delusion and ignorance at peak,
self-reflection is not a concept in this
loka. Dissatisfaction and misery
abound. People believe that a
wretched existence is all there is to
expect. 

Liberation is a far cry and both
behaviour and perception are animal-
istic. Qualities of refinement hardly
exist. Living in the pits is not a pun,
it’s literal. It’s like living in the shad-
ows with the power off. The Plugins
are hatred, jealousy, supreme guilt,
envy, sorrow, basest emotions, worst
attitudes and demonic nature. Great
conquerors like Hitler, Napoleon,
terrorists who murder freely, profes-
sional killers are allotted these realms.

There are two points to ponder:
��Is the misery here eternal?
�� How does one escape from

these to better places?
It is believed that it is only when

you have suffered enough and built a
resolve to change, that you get an
opportunity for rebirth on the
BhuLoka or Earth. This is supposed
to be true for most of the lokas and
for movement from one to the other,
either upwards or downwards.

That is why people of this plane
of existence reflect the gunas of var-
ious different lokas. The conditioning
and qualifications show and form the
trends of their thinking. However as
this is the Karma loka, there is oppor-
tunity to go against your nature and
qualify for the better. Divine beings
from higher lokas, take birth to serve
their lower loka entities. They manip-
ulate a change in their gunas through
example setting, motivation, coun-
selling and sharing their gyan.

In our next article, let’s talk about
what lies above!
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As much we dread to be
unproductive and from
being inline continuing

the same, we most often find
ourselves in a pool of sweat,
contemplating what conse-
quences could our negative
thoughts lead to, without really
acting the other way around to
avert it in any possible way.
While there are certain innately
conditioning aspects to this, the
external environment also has a
deep and long-lasting impact on
the conditioning of our minds
in such a manner.

Firstly, the uncertainty
induced by the pandemic has
posed serious implications with
the work-life balance lines blur-
ring. Unpredictable future, pos-
sible unemployment, prospec-
tive illness due to the virus, eco-
nomic crisis and its impact on
us individually, among many
other thoughts kept clouding on
our minds while being caught
amid the pandemic. 

While the external influence
i.e. the pandemic has certainly
halted our minds from thinking
constructively; innately, procras-
tination has rather been an age-
old dampener inhibiting our
ability to reach our goals in
time. As both of external and
internal thoughts of failures
keep sprouting, we can certainly
take the reins in our hands
when it comes to conditioning
our mind to remain more goal-
oriented than a deep thinking
one with possibilities of failures. 

We react prospectively and
deduce results basis what we
visualise as a possible outcome
and that is where we can bar

any misleading thoughts from
stemming within our minds in
the first place. The foremost
thing to do to keep failures at
bay, one can engage in wise visu-
alisation techniques to feel com-
mitted to the family, workplace,
external society and most
important with their own self.

To remain goal-oriented
doesn’t mean to achieve things
in a particular way in a set time
frame, but to explore many ways
to achieve the goal efficiently
within the time frame. This
leads us to think constructively,
looking at various avenues to
how to excel, be it a daily chore
at home or a task at the work-
place that you were facing trou-
ble with to date.

The key to reprogramming
our memory structure is giving

up on the thought of the out-
come. Be in the moment, do the
best you can for the activity that
you are doing and let the action
create the outcome. This leaves
no room for complacency. If
one worries about what will
happen with the things they are
doing, they will never reach the
maximum potential for what
they could have possibly done.

Secondly, one needs to focus
on creating a memory palace.
This is a memorable building to
one. It could be their homes or
building associated with the
topic. Imagine each room or
area in this place as the different
topics they are working on.
Compartmentalising our
thoughts in a particular way
helps us to reach concrete solu-
tions through a clear mindset

and not unnecessary thoughts
that cloud our minds unneces-
sarily. This gradually diminishes
any emotional and mental
fatigue from within and makes
us feel lighter and more prob-
lem-solving rather than thinking
of how messy our life is.

Uncertainty stems from our
past failures. Failures keep hap-
pening all the time but there’s
always a silver lining to the grey
clouds. In the realest sense, fail-
ures are always a learning in dis-
guise. It is only up to us how we
quantify our positive thought
processes and start acting
around the same by taking the
plunge rather than pummelling
about the possible failures. The
way of life!

The writer is the author of
book, Past Dwellers
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Once again Xinjiang has
grabbed headlines with

President Xi Jinping and his
regime facing a new interna-
tional backlash from both the
governments and civil society
organisations over its human
rights violations and growing
aggression towards Uyghur
Muslims.

It is reported by various
media houses that China is
forcing nearly 5,70,000 Uyghur
Muslims and other minorities
of its Western Province to pick
cotton by hand. But it is said
that the actual overall figure is
several hundred thousand
higher. The core problem is
that it is being done in the
name of employment and their
vocational training. 

However, this episode of
cotton trade has ignited glob-
al reaction with governments
and big businesses calling for
a ban on cotton imports from
the Xinjiang region. 

This province produces 85
per cent of China’s cotton and
it contributes about 20 per
cent of it to the global supply
chain. Interestingly, Xinjiang
also houses the country’s 11
million Uyghurs, who have
been facing persecution and in
large concentration camps built
by the Communist State in the
garb of vocational education
and employment. 

The Centre for Global
Policy, a Washington-based
think tank, in one of its recent
reports says that it was very
likely that a major share of cot-
ton from Xinjiang was “taint-
ed with forced labour”. Adrian
Zenz, the author of the report
said it was clear that the work
scheme “involved a very high
risk of forced labour”. The
report also highlighted that the
pickers, including some
released from internment
camps, were subjected to intru-
sive Government surveillance
and political indoctrination
sessions. In the beginning of
December 2020, the US
administration banned import-
ing cotton from the Xinjiang
Production and Construction
Corps (XPCC), a powerful

quasi-military organisation.
The reason cited was involve-
ment of forced labour from
detained Uyghurs.

Now the question is which
are the companies that are
mainly purchasing these cot-
tons for their high-end brands.
Will they comply with the
requests and demands made by
the human rights organisa-
tions and many Governments
to stay away from using these
tainted cottons? International
clothing giants such as H&M
from Sweden, Zara, Adidas
and Nike that use Xinjiang cot-
ton for their clothes are urged
not to use them as they are pro-
duced by forced labour of the
Uyghur Muslims and other
ethnic minorities. 

In fact, a year ago the
global non-profit Better Cotton
Initiative (BCI) issued notices
to companies like the H&M
not to use cotton from Xinjiang
over forced labour concerns.

By now, the H&M fashion
chain has tried to regain the
trust of the Chinese market. A
statement released by the com-
pany stressed the importance of
the Chinese market. Also, the
Swedish company said it is
working on strategies for mate-
rial sourcing. It highlighted that
it wanted to be a responsible
buyer both in China and else-
where in the world. H&M said,
“By working together with
stakeholders and partners, we
believe we can take steps in our
joint efforts to develop the
fashion industry as well as
serve our customers, and act in
a respectful way”. 

However, the irony is that
the company is not directly
referring to the current crisis
that has emerged from
Xinjiang cotton. It is well
understood that the commit-
ment and renewed trust come
after it is facing a storm of crit-
icism from Chinese customers
and Government officials over
its decision to not source cot-
ton from Xinjiang. 

However, the company
began gaining attention in
China only after the US,
Britain, Canada and the

European Union imposed
sanctions on Chinese officials
and entities over the alleged
human rights abuse. And some
other multinational compa-
nies like Nike and Adidas
released similar corporate state-
ments in 2020. However, many
Chinese netizens commented
that apology and sincerity from
these clothing brands 
have not been seen so far
towards China and its huge
customer base.

As a result of this, tainted
cotton controversy, companies
like H&M have reported an
expected business loss in the
first quarter of this year
amounting up to US$ 122 mil-
lion, from December to
February season.

It seems China is fast los-
ing control of the Uyghur nar-
rative. Both human rights
agencies and various foreign
Governments are exposing

China’s years of exploitation of
the residents of Xinjiang
Province. 

According to an estimate
presented by the UN, nearly
one million Uyghurs have been
detained in mass prison camps
in this region. All of these peo-
ple are constantly going
through torture, forced labour
and mass sterilisation as
claimed by the American
Government.

Meanwhile, China has
accused the Western nations,
particularly the US, for engag-
ing in a campaign to destabilise
the country. Its Foreign
Ministry spokesman Wang
Wenbin dismissed the allega-
tions of employing forced
labour in Xinjiang cotton. He
stated that “helping people of
all ethnic groups secure stable
employment is entirely differ-
ent from forced labour”. 

He also added that nearly

three million people had been
lifted out of poverty in
Xinjiang. Now it is indicated
that the efforts undertaken by
the Chinese Government is to
support Uyghurs getting
employment. 

And broadly these mea-
sures will directly support mas-
sive poverty alleviation pro-
grammes of the Central
Government in Beijing.
Further, Weng also said that all
ethnic groups in Xinjiang
Province were free to choose
their own occupation. It
implies that there is no restric-
tion on the residents of the
province, and they can take up
any profession they want. But
the ground reality is starkly dif-
ferent. Xinjiang has become a
fortress. Beijing is not taking
any chances while countering
Uyghur extremism, mainly
emerging radical Muslim
groups. That is why it is taking

absolute preventive measures
to quell any kind of hardcore
Islamic groups across the
region. 

In the past in 2014, attack-
ers armed with knives left 31
people dead and 141 injured at
a railway station in Kunming in
the Yunan Province. Then in
the same year in May, two
SUVs drove into a busy street
market in Urumqi, the capital
city of Xinjiang. The occupants
of the vehicles threw explosives
over the crowd, leaving 43
dead and over 90 injured.
However, no single group
claimed responsibility, but the
perpetrators were simply iden-
tified by the Chinese State as
Uyghurs. 

Thus China’s claim of it
being a victim of internation-
al terrorism has come true. But
these incidents have indicated
an escalation of organised vio-
lence. Today, the problem is

that no independent investi-
gation of such terror claims is
possible in Xinjiang. Because
there is severe restriction on
reporting in Xinjiang. 

Another serious obstacle is
that a Uyghur national talking
to foreigners can have serious
consequences. What can be
rightly concluded from these
attacks is that it is all about local
anger against Beijing. And this
is triggering the conflicts and
resentments against the Central
Government and its policies.
The Uyghurs just have devel-
oped enough hatred against the
Xi regime for organising
entrenched re-education camps
across Xinjiang. 

Thus, the Uyghurs and
other ethnic minorities are
being restricted from exercis-
ing their basic rights in their
own homeland.

What has now come to
light is horrible. Even the infor-
mation that had come to inter-
national media in 2018 and in
2019 indicated that “the
Integrated Joint Operations
Platform (IJOP) is used not
only for picking out targets for
detention as described in May
2019 Human Rights Watch
Report, but also to provide data
for Xinjiang’s larger
Government information sys-
tem that powers a range of
Government functions. This
suggests that authorities are
increasingly sharing personal
information across
Government agencies. 

China’s greed and aggres-
sion will not take it anywhere.
Its plan to capture the whole
planet is just a utopia of sort.
Very soon, many of the nations,
particularly in Africa, Latin
America and in Asia will realise
the danger of the Chinese debt
trap. It is high time for US
President Joe Biden to act.
Instead of eulogising liberal
ethos and blaming Trump for
all the ills of America,
Washington must be commit-
ted to stop China’s long aggres-
sive march.

(The writer is an expert on
international affairs)
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The beheading of Samuel Paty and
brutal murders in Nice cathedral

of other French nationals by radical
Islamists, President Emmanuel
Macron’s poignant defense of liber-
ty and France’s republican values, his
pictures stamped over by shoes in
some Muslim nations are unforget-
table occurrences. 

Attacks followed in Germany
and Austria too. The caricature of
Prophet Mohammed has snowballed
into a clash of civilisation in Europe,
with blood and gore on both sides.

To decide which side is right is
difficult: liberty holds a sacred place
in the French history, culture and
value system — the nation under-
went a revolution for it; while fol-
lowers of Islam believe it forbidden
to pictorially depict Prophet
Mohammed, worse so when done
provocatively. 

American political scientist
Samuel Huntington stated, unlike
ideological conflicts, cultural ques-
tions involve yes or no — zero sum
choice, as they have deep historical
and emotional meanings attached to
them, which can’t be negotiated. 

Most of Europe’s migrants for
past decades have been Muslims, due
to reasons like proximity, demo-
graphic boom in Islamic states,
decreasing population of Europe,
better economic opportunities, polit-
ical instability and violence in West
Asia and North African (WANA)
region. 

Three decades ago, Huntington
prophesied of the dangerous conflict
between the West and Islam, in his
famous work. 

Huntington on conflict
between West and Islam

Huntington stated that there
are fundamental conflicts between
the value system of the West and
Islam,  due to which a societal cold
war is raging in Europe, which will
come to a clash in the early decades
of the 21st century. 

The intense conflict would man-
ifest itself between groups belonging
to these two civilisations within a

state, or between neighbouring states
belonging to these, and Europe will
be at the forefront of this turmoil.

The reasons for the clash are per-
manent as well as immediate. He
wrote that the problem of the West
is not only with violent Islamist
extremists but Islam itself, so demon-
strates the 1,400 years of history. 

Their historical dynamics display
that they have always been engaged
in a deadly combat for power, land
and souls. The universalistic nature
and the missionary character of
both the religions pit them against
each other. Both have starkly differ-
ent versions of what is right and
wrong. Failure of liberal democracy
to hold in Islamic nations is a repeat-
ed phenomenon — the reason,
opposition of Islamic culture to
Western liberal concepts.

Also, Muslims find it difficult to
assimilate and integrate in the
Western culture. While the Western
system is based on separation of
Church and Caesar (State); Islam is
a vision of a perfect society, a way of
life with intellectual, cultural, polit-
ical and social ramifications. 

There’s no division of state and
society in Muslim countries. For the
West, the nation state has been an
apex of political loyalty, in Islam the
main focus of loyalty is ummah, the
religious community at large. Idea of
nation state is incompatible with the
sovereignty of Allah. 

Organisation of Islamic
Conference is the only interstate
organisation of its kind, no such
organisation exists for any other reli-
gion. Same radical Islamic fighters
fight in the name of Islam from
Africa to Europe. Religious students
from all over the world go to study
in WANA, International Islamic
conferences, international move-
ment of ulemas, funding from
WANA nation for spreading Islamic
ideology in the world are examples
of this phenomenon.

From 1970s, Islamic resurgence
is encompassing the Islamic world
with increased recommitment to
Islamic values and religiosity by the

people as well as the governments
which is also responsible for
increased militancy. 

Huntington says, it’s the product
of the modernisation and urbanisa-
tion in these societies which creat-
ed alienation and identity crises, to
which Islam offered a solution. A rea-
son why youngsters, educated, intel-
lectuals — especially the first gen-
eration to get higher education and
urban migrants — throng towards
Islamisation as Islam offers them a
dignified identity. Mass of revolu-
tionary Islam is a product of mod-
ern society.

The cause of renewed tension
between Islam and the West in the
21st century are: the demographic
boom in Islamic nations, with high

unemployment levels, the youth
forming recruits for Islamist causes,
giving rise to problems from migrant
crises to militancy and border con-
flicts; Islamic resurgence; Western
imposition of its values and institu-
tions on the Muslim world; collapse
of Communism removing the com-
mon enemy. 

Muslims fear the threat Western
power poses to their society and
beliefs. Even the Islamic allies of the
West find their culture decadent and
materialistic.

Similarly, western nations see
Muslim migrants as a threat to 
their culture.

France’s anti-separatism Bill
France is home to the largest

population of Muslims in Europe, so
it comes as no surprise that the clash
is playing out most vigorously there.
France’s anti-separatism Bill, which
is about to become a law, is based on
Huntington’s analysis. What’s novel
is, it attempts not only to target
Islamist extremism, but also Islamist
separatism — defined by Macron, as
an ideology that aims to build a par-
allel society in France, where reli-
gious rules override civil laws, and
undermine the values of French
Republic: liberty, equality, fraterni-
ty and laïcité (France’s strict separa-
tion of religion and state).

The law targets the political,
social and intellectual aspects of
Islam, ensuring precedence to
France’s republican values, limiting

Islam to only the religious sphere.
It attempts to shift the principal

loyalty from ummah to the French
Republic, phrased by Macron as lib-
erating Islam from foreign influences.

It makes it easier for the
Government to shut down mosques,
associations and schools found crit-
icising France’s republican values.
Religious institutions and mosques
are required to sign a pledge to
respect the republican values for
receiving state subsidies; and they
need to declare foreign funding
beyond a prescribed limit. It crimi-
nalises anyone putting pressure on
public service providers to deviate
from France’s secular values in the
name of an ideology or religious
extremism. 

It outlaws virginity certificates
and refusal of women examination
by male doctor. Homeschooling is
allowed only on official authorisation
on the ground of health 
and handicap. 

Will it work?
The Bill faces opposition from

Muslims community and Left-wing
Opposition, which claim it to be
unfair targeting and stigmatising of
the Muslim community which will
lead to its alienation — a fear which
is not misplaced. 

Huntington’s theory suffers from
the same problem that any such the-
ories do: generalisation. While the
theory might apply to a section 
however small or big, certainly 
there exist devout Muslims whose
prime loyalties are reserved for the
state, for example the Muslim 
soldiers of France, and many others
like them. 

Only time will tell if France’s
anti-separatism law will find a solu-
tion to the problem of conflict
between its republican values and
Islamic customs and beliefs, or it will
backfire; in either case, it will pave
the path for many other nations, to
follow or learn what not to do.

(The author is a public policy
analyst and a lawyer.)
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In response to a discussion on
Contextual Meditation, many readers
raised two questions. First, they asked

a detailing on the educative import of
Indian symbolism. Second, “Vedanta sub-
scribes to a formless and attribute-less
God. Then how comes, the concept of
form God came into circulation? Don’t
you think they are contradictory?”

For answer, excerpts from my book:
“God or No God, Awareness enriches life”
becomes imperative. Symbolic imagery is
a working tool in Contextual Meditation.
So, without explaining their educative
import, the lesson on Dhyana will be
incomplete. But, Vedanta hypothesises a
singular formless and attribute-less
Primal-Source where from the creation
chain took off. Majority of the belief dri-
ven people, however, keep visiting tem-
ples, having different deities (form-God)
in the sanctum sanctorum, seeking boon
for fulfilment of their desires. They are so
much revered that a specific date is dedi-
cated to each of them in the annular cal-
endar for special remembrance. 

How can both the concepts simulta-
neously hold ground? Seemingly, it is dif-
ficult to reconcile. A deep reflection on
the two concepts, however, will reveal that

they serve two different purposes their
respective ways. Vedanta refers to that
eternal reality to which the whole mani-
fest world is rooted. The form-God con-
cept, on the other hand, has a purposeful
contextual relevance. Every symbolic
imagery carries valued educative import
vital to orderly human conduct. Say, for
instance, the imagery of Goddess
Saraswati offers lessons on how to pursue
the learning process so as to acquire wis-
dom. Lord Ganapati’s image sets the terms
of becoming worldly wise. Goddess
Durga offers lessons in how to overcome
dual propensity evident in energies dri-
ving us. Remember, energy is like a dou-
ble-edged sword, carrying equal potential
of being judiciously employed towards
productive applications or being misdi-
rected towards destructive ends.

Bear in mind: Ancient India’s learned
masters were communicators par excel-
lence. They could say a great deal through
imageries and story lines associated with
them in simplistic terms, overriding all
linguistic and intellectual barriers. And
they must have had strong artistic sense
also to have intuitively conceived these
imageries of practical relevance. In order
that these imageries find immediate

appeal of emotionally oriented people of
the yesterdays, the seers would have
accorded them with the status of deity —
form-God. The divine element having
been added to the imagery would call for
focusing attention on them in a prayer
mode. In prayer mode, one would be
inclined to put in one’s heart, and thereby
one’s whole, to find immediate connect
with the imagery in focus. You then, don’t
need any description in words.

It is difficult to trace the history of
such an age-old concept. But then, it is
difficult to digest that the learned masters,
fully conversant with the Vedic percep-
tion, would blindly accept the form-God
concept in a belief driven mode. There is
no reference to form-Gods in in Vedanta
— Upanishads — the founding stone of
Indian Philosophy. Yet, if they have intro-
duced it in our social/religious system, the
purpose would have been to educate
human beings on the general conduct
rules of life. It appears that over a period
of time, the form-God concept acquired
belief-driven dimension, which a large
majority accepted as truth.

Ancient India’s realised masters were
quite aware of unique character of each
being, necessarily at variance with the rest.

With such an individual-centric attitudi-
nal trend in play, the world with all its
enormity, diversity, and complexity, turns
out to be a natural breeding ground of
conflict of interests. Left to itself, the
world will be always full of chaos. To
overcome this human limitation, the
elders must have felt the need for induc-
ing a sense of civility and sanity in all and
sundry. Accordingly, they would have felt
the need to offer lessons in the general
conduct rules of life, purposely so as to
ensure orderly run of the societal order.
And what better than using well-crafted
imageries as the medium of communica-
tion, as it naturally draws attention of all,
and therefore, finds immediate connect.

Repeated self-reflection on the said
imageries may help easily absorb the
inlaid educative import that may influ-
ence our thought process, which in turn,
may spontaneously find reflection in our
day-to-day conduct. The educative import
of the imagery in focus, thus, acquires
great contextual relevance, especially for
the dhyana process.
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