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Even as India’s daily tally of
new cases is growing faster

than most others in the list of
top five countries, the
Government on Tuesday paint-
ed a grim picture warning that
next four weeks are very criti-
cal and people’s participation is
vital to control the second
wave of pandemic. In the last
24 hours, the virulent pathogen
has claimed 446 lives.

Meanwhile, India on
Tuesday recorded a new peak
of Covid daily count at nearly
1,15,239 cases, 12,000 more
than that previous highest day’s
tally recorded on Sunday.
Maharashtra leaped back in the
50,000 plus range again after a
dip on Monday. The State
clocked  55,469 cases, 34,256
recoveries, and 297 deaths in
the last 24 hours. Chhattisgarh
emerged as the second worst-
affected State by clocking 9,921
new cases and 53 new deaths.

The Centre has rejected
requests of two non-BJP ruled
States’ Chief Ministers —Delhi

and Maharashtra — seeking
relaxation in age limit for the
vaccine. The Centre on
Tuesday ruled out Covid-19
vaccination for all, stressing the
aim is not to administer the
shot to “those who need it so
as to prevent death and protect
the healthcare system”.

During a Press conference
here, Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan said many
people are asking why the
Government is not opening up
vaccination for those above 18
years. Bhushan said even the
West has conducted the vacci-
nation drive in phases.

“The basic aim is to reduce
death through vaccination. The
other aim is to protect your
healthcare system. If healthcare
workers, doctors, nurses, para-
medics and others fall sick, who
will work in hospitals? So the
aim, for any country, is to pro-
tect those who are the most
vulnerable. The aim is never to
administer the vaccine to those
who want it but to those who
need it,” Bhushan said.

Continued on Page 2
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In a major bureaucratic
reshuffle, the Centre union

on Tuesday approved appoint-
ment of several Secretaries and
Special Secretaries, including
that of Tarun Bajaj as new
Revenue Secretary under the
Ministry of Finance.

Bajaj was serving as secre-
tary to the Department of
Economic Affairs (DEA) since
April 30, 2020. Tarun Bajaj took
additional charge of Secretary,
Department of Revenue, after
the superannuation of Ajay
Bhushan Pandey.

Pandey, who is a 1984
batch Indian Administrative
Service (IAS) officer of
Maharashtra cadre, retired on
February 28. He was given the

charge of Revenue Secretary in
the Finance Ministry in
November 2018.

Prior to taking over 
as Economic Affairs 
Secretary, Bajaj served as
Additional Secretary in Prime
Minister’s Office.

Bajaj, a 1988 batch
Haryana-cadre IAS officer,
worked as Joint Secretary and
Director in Department of
Financial Services.

The appointment commit-
tee of the Cabinet has also
approved the appointment of
Ajay Seth, a 1987 batch
Karnataka-cadre IAS officer, as
new secretary for DEA. Along
with this, there were also other
changes in top bureaucracy
notified by the Ministry of
Personnel.

Gyanesh Kumar,
Additional Secretary in the
Department of Home, has been
appointed as Secretary 
in the Ministry of
Parliamentary Affairs. 

Continued on Page 2
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Senior-most Supreme Court
judge Justice Nuthalapati

Venkata Ramana was on
Tuesday appointed as the next
Chief Justice of India.

According to a notification
issued by the Government,
Justice Ramana would take
over as the 48th CJI on April 24
after incumbent CJI SA Bobde
demits office a day before.

Justice Ramana would
retire on August 26, 2022.

“In exercise of the powers
conferred by clause (2) of
Article 124 of the Constitution
of India, the President is
pleased to appoint Shri Justice
Nuthalapati Venkata Ramana,
Judge of the Supreme Court, to
be the Chief Justice of India
with effect from 24th April,
2021,” the notification read.

As per convention,
Principal Secretary to the

Prime Minister PK Mishra and
Secretary (Justice) Barun Mitra
handed over the warrant of
appointment to Justice Ramana
this morning. Justice Bobde
had recently recommended
Justice Ramana as his succes-
sor in keeping with convention
and norms of seniority. 

The CJI’s recommenda-
tion had came on a day when
the SC had made public its
decision to dismiss a com-
plaint of the Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister against Justice
Ramana after giving the mat-
ter “due consideration”.

Continued on Page 2
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Tuesday that

rumours, lies and “false narra-
tives” are being spread by BJP’s
rivals about a conspiracy to cre-
ate political instability in the
country and sought BJP mem-
bers to be alert about those
“stoking imaginary fears”.

Speaking on the occasion
of his party’s 41st foundation
day, Modi said blatant lies like
farmers’ land will be seized, cit-
izenship of some people 
will be revoked, reservation will
be scrapped, or the
Constitution will be changed
are spread by certain individ-
uals and organisations.

These false narratives have
been spread over his
Government’s measures like
farm laws, Citizenship
(Amendment) Act and labour

laws, he said.
“Deliberate politics is

behind it. It is a very big con-
spiracy and its aim is to trigger
political instability in the coun-
try by creating misconceptions
and stoking imaginary fears,”
he said, telling BJP members
about this “serious challenge”.

He asked party members to

be alert about them and go
among the masses to spread
awareness.

Opposition parties have
criticised the laws on citizen-
ship, and farm and labour
reforms over a number of
issues, including some which
the Prime Minister has often
rejected as blatant lies.

The poor and the rural
India have embraced the BJP as
for the first time they have seen
“antyodaya” (welfare of the
most deprived) being realised
through a number of schemes.

“These people spread
rumours, lies and create atmos-
phere of imaginary fear like
Constitution will be changed,
reservation will end, land will
be taken away. All these
rumours are lies,” Modi said,
lashing out at the party’s polit-
ical opponents.

“What they are doing will
hurt the country in the long
run. Therefore, the BJP work-
ers have to stay alert and warn
people about the truth.”

“BJP means defeating the
dynasty-based politics. It
means an opportunity to able
leadership. It means trans-
parency and good governance.
It means ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikaas, Sabka Vishwas’,” 
he said.

“Parties that began with the
help of local aspirations became
a family-based party later.
Parties that were wearing a
mask of secularism are finally
being unmasked,” he said.
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The Maharashtra
Government and former

State Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh on Tuesday moved
the Supreme Court challenging
the Bombay High Court’s order
instituting a “Preliminary
Enquiry” (PE) by the CBI into
the serious charges of 
corruption made against
Deshmukh by Mumbai’s for-
mer Police Commissioner
Param Bir Singh.

This even as a CBI team on
Tuesday reached Mumbai to
probe the corruption allega-
tions against Deshmukh fol-
lowing the HC’s directive. 

During its stay in Mumbai,
the team will record the state-
ments of Singh who was a peti-
tioner in the matter before the

Bombay High Court and col-
lect documents as part of the
PE, sources said.

They said the probe has
started as a notification from
the Department of Personnel
and Training is not required in
cases referred by the High
Courts and the Supreme Court.

While officials remained
tight-lipped, sources said a
Superintendent of Police from
the Indian Police Service has
been made the Investigating
Officer of the case and the team
also comprises a Joint Director
and a Deputy Inspector
General of Police for supervi-
sion of the enquiry.

In his plea filed on March
25, Singh had sought the CBI
probe against Deshmukh who,
he claimed, had asked police
officers, including suspended
Assistant Police Inspector
Sachin Waze, to extort �100
crore from 1,700 bars and
restaurants in Mumbai.

However, Deshmukh 
has denied the alleged 
wrongdoings.

Earlier, Singh had peti-
tioned the apex court seeking
a CBI probe in the matter. But
the top court directed 
him to approach the High
Court for relief.

In a Special Leave Petition
(SPL) before the Supreme
Court, the Maharashtra
Government urged the apex
court to set aside Monday’s
order by the High Court direct-
ing the CBI to conduct a PE
into the allegations of graft
against Deshmukh, who
resigned from his post as the
State Home Minister shortly
after a HC Bench passed an
order against him.

Continued on Page 2
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As stand-offs continue at
some friction points at the

Line of Actual Control (LAC)
in Ladakh, Russia on Tuesday
assured India it will not forge
any military alliance with
China. Making this assertion,
visiting Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov also
said Moscow and New Delhi
will further strengthen their
defence and strategic ties.

The Russian Minister’s
statement after holding detailed
discussions with his Indian
counterpart S Jaishankar came
days before the likely 11th
round of Corps Commander
level talks between India and
China at the LAC on April 9.
The two commanders are like-
ly to discuss the possible dis-
engagement plan from face-off
sites like Hot Spring and Gogra,
sources said here.

Meanwhile, Jaishankar and

Lavrov reviewed the entire
gamut of their time-tested ties
and economic co-operation
besides fast-developing situa-
tion in Afghanistan.  The two
Ministers also discussed
President Putin’s likely visit to
New Delhi later this year for the
annual summit with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
Lavrov is on a two-day visit.

The two leaders also issued
a joint statement in which
Jaishankar said they discussed

the connectivity, including the
International North-South
Transport Corridor and
Chennai-Vladivostok Maritime
Corridor.  The two Ministers
reviewed longstanding part-
nership in nuclear, space and
defence sectors, Jaishankar said.

He also said the two
Ministers focused on prepara-
tions for Putin’s visit for the
annual summit with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

Continued on Page 2
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On a day when Delhi
recorded 5,100 new

Covid-19 cases, highest this
year, and 17 deaths in a day, the
Delhi Government on Tuesday
imposed seven-hour long night
curfew with immediate 
effect for this entire month as
an emergency measure 
for the “wellbeing and safety”
of people.

However, it exempted peo-
ple of certain professions from
the curfew.

The decision was taken
after the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority
(DDMA) after it reviewed the
Covid-19 situation in the city.
The DDMA order for curfew
from 10 pm to 5 am will con-
tinue till April 30.

People travelling during
curfew hours for Covid-19
vaccination will require a soft
or hard copy of an e-pass
which can be obtained from the
website Delhi.Gov.In.

According to the order
issued by the chief secretary

and chairperson of the execu-
tive body of DDMA, a sudden
increase in Covid-19 cases in
the recent past along with a
high positivity rate has been
observed in Delhi. 

“It is felt that night curfew
needs to be imposed in the
NCT (National Capital
Territory) of Delhi from 10 pm
to 5 am, except for essential
activities and services, as an
emergency measure for the
wellbeing and safety of people,”
the order stated.

Continued on Page 2
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Bijapur: The outlawed CPI
(Maoist) has claimed that
CoBRA commando Rakeshwar
Singh Manhas, who went miss-
ing after the April 3 ambush in
Chhattisgarh’s Bastar region, is
in captivity of ultras, and 
asked the State Government to
appoint interlocutors for 
his release.

The Maoists have, 
however, not raised any formal
demands for the release of the
commando. 

Police are verifying the
authenticity of the statement,
purportedly issued by 
the outlaws.

The banned outfit also
admitted that four of its cadres
were killed in the encounter in
which 22 security personnel
had lost their lives.

Constable Rakeshwar
Singh Manhas of the 210th
CoBRA battalion, an elite unit
of CRPF, had gone missing
after the gunfight along the
border of Sukma and Bijapur
districts last Saturday.

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: Over 43 lakh
Covid-19 vaccine doses were
administered in a span of 24
hours on April 5, the highest

single-day coverage, taking
the total doses given in the
country so far to 8,31,10,926,
said the Health Ministry.
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The alarming situation of
Covid-19 didn’t deter the

voters from coming out in
large numbers in Assam, West
Bengal, Kerala, Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry to exercise their
franchise in the Assembly elec-
tions on Tuesday.

Keeping with the trend of
high voters turnout in earlier
phase of the staggered elec-
tions, Bengal also kept its tra-
dition of poll violence and
allegations and counter allega-
tion of rigging. Stray incidents
of clashes between workers of
rival parties were also report-
ed in other States.

In Kerala, while the Left is
hoping to beat anti-incum-
bency to retain power, the BJP
is making efforts to make
inroads, nearly 74 per cent
polling was recorded till 7 pm.
There was 63.47 per cent vot-
ing in Tamil Nadu for 234
Assembly constituencies and
77.90 per cent in Puducherry
till 5 pm. Both Kerala and
Tamil Nadu have seen changes
of Government in successive
elections in the past.

The three-phase Assembly
election culminated in Assam
with nearly 79 per cent polling
in the final round in the State
where the ruling BJP is battling
the Congress-led alliance to
retain power, while the trend of
high turnout and violence dur-
ing polling continued in West
Bengal as the ruling Trinamool

Congress, the BJP and the
Left-Congress alliance put up
an intense fight in the high-
stakes contest.

Five candidates, including
two women, were assaulted in
poll-related clashes as over 77
per cent voting was recorded in
31 seats in West Bengal till 5
pm in the third phase.
Violence was reported in areas
like Uluberia, Khanakul, Falta,
Canning Purba, Durbrajpur
and Hooghly, where a BJP
supporter’s family member was
killed. The State is having
eight-phase elections.

DMK Lok Sabha MP
Kanimozhi, who is being treat-
ed for Covid-19, voted at a
polling station in Chennai,

wearing a Personal Protective
equipment kit. In Tamil Nadu,
both the Dravidian parties
AIADMK and DMK went into
the election without their stal-
warts, J Jayalalithaa and M
Karunanidhi.

Continued on Page 2
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Uluberia (WB): Four EVMs
and a similar number of
VVPATs were found at the
house of a Trinamool
Congress leader in West
Bengal’s Howrah district, fol-

lowing which a poll official
was suspended, a senior offi-
cer said on Tuesday. The inci-
dent happened in Tulsiberia
village in the Uluberia Uttar
Assembly segment, he said.
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The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) workers on Tuesday

celebrated its 41 foundation day
in Gautam Budh Nagar.

On the occasion BJP state
vice-president, Satyapal Saini
and Vijay Bhati, district BJP
president, Gautam Budh Nagar
were also present.The party
functionaries at BJP party office
in Kulesara also heard the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
live on social media. “During
the occasion, the party workers,
including senior leaders also
discussed plans to strengthen
the party at roots levels in the
district,” said Saurabh Sharma,
the Media Coordinator.

New Delhi: The AIIMS has
decided to temporarily lose
down routine walk-in OPD
patient registrations, including
speciality clinics and all centres,
with effect from April 8 to min-
imise the possibility of com-
munity spread of coronavirus
and optimise diversion of avail-
able manpower and  resources
for the treatment of affected
patients.

It said OPDs/speciality
clinics will continue to provide
requisite services only for such
patients (new and follow-up)
having prior appointments.

"In view of increased need

to minimise possibility of
community spread of ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic and also
to optimise diversion of avail-
able manpower and materials,
resources for the care and
treatment of suspected/con-
firmed patients of COVID-19
disease, it has been decided to
temporarily lose down routine
walk-in OPD patient registra-
tions, including speciality clin-
ics in AIIMS hospital and all
centres with effect from April
8," a communique sent to all
chiefs of Centres and Heads of
all clinical departments said.  

Respective departments

may fix the limits of daily new
and follow-up patients in out-
patient department (OPD) for
the next four weeks, depending
on available strength of resi-
dents after contributing to
COVID-19 pool.

Departments in the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) main hospi-
tal have also been requested to
inform the same to faculty-in-
charge and OPD services
through e-mail, so that com-
puter facility can be intimated
for modifications, the com-
munique added. 
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More than 43 lakh Covid-
19 vaccine doses were

administered in a span 24
hours, the highest single-day
coverage till now, taking the
total doses given in the coun-
try so far to 8,31,10,926,
according to the Union Health
Ministry data updated on
Tuesday.

A total of 43,00,966 vaccine
doses have been given in a span
of 24 hours out of which
39,00,505 beneficiaries received
the 1st dose while 4,00,461
have taken the 2nd dose,
according to the data updated
at 7 am.

Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, West
Bengal, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh and Kerala account for

60 per cent of the cumulative
vaccine doses given till now.

Of the total 8,31,10,926
jabs given in the country,
Maharashtra has so far given
the highest with 81,27,248
number of doses, followed by
Gujarat at 76,89,507, Rajasthan
at 72,99,305, Uttar Pradesh at
71,98,372 and West Bengal at
65,41,370 doses, the data stat-
ed.
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Those exempted from the

night curfew include pregnant
women, patients, those travel-
ling to and from airports, rail-
way stations, State bus terminus
on showing tickets, officials
related to the functioning of
offices of diplomats, and those
holding any constitutional post
on the production of valid
identity card.

Central and the Delhi
Government officials involved
in emergency services such as
health and family welfare and
all related medical establish-
ments, police, prisons, home
guards, civil defence, fire and
emergency services will also be
exempted.

Officials of district admin-
istration, pay and accounts
office, electricity, water and
sanitation, public transport,
disaster management and relat-
ed services, NIC, NCC and
municipal services, and all
other essential services will
also be exempted from the
night curfew on the production
of valid identity card.

Private medical personnel
such as doctors, nursing staff,
paramedical, and other hospi-
tal services, diagnostic centres,
clinics, pharmacies, pharma-
ceutical companies and other
medical and health services will

be exempted, the order stated.
Movement of persons relat-

ed to commercial and private
establishments, including gro-
cery, fruits and vegetable shops,
dairy and milk booths, meat
and fish, animal fodder, med-
ical equipment shops, banks,
insurance offices and ATMs,
private security agencies, medi-
apersons, telecom and Internet
services, Information
Technology and IT-enabled
services, e-commerce of essen-
tial services, will be allowed on
production of e-pass.

Employees of petrol
pumps, LPG, CNG, petroleum
and gas retail and storage out-
lets, power generation, trans-
mission and distribution units,
cold storage and warehousing
services, manufacturing units
of essential commodities will
also be exempted on carrying
e-pass. Public transport such as
Delhi Metro, DTC and cluster
buses, autos and taxis will be
allowed to ply within the stip-
ulated time for transportation
of only exempted categories of
people during night curfew,
said the order.

However, there will be no
restriction on inter-state and
intra-State transportation of
essential and non-essential
goods. No separate permission
or e-pass will be required for

such movements, it said.
All district magistrates and

deputy commissioners of
police, as well as authorities
concerned, will ensure strict
compliance with the DDMA
order. 

Enforcement authorities are
required to note that these
restrictions fundamentally relate
to the movement of people, and
not to that of essential goods
and services, the order stated,
adding violation of curfew
restrictions will be dealt with
under the relevant section of the
Disaster Management Act,
2005, and Section 188 of the IPC
and other applicable laws.

Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal had on Friday said
Delhi is witnessing the fourth
wave of Covid-19 but any deci-
sion on lockdown will be taken
after due public consultation.

Currently, there is a capping
of maximum 200 and 100
guests at wedding ceremonies
in open and closed spaces
imposed last month, in view of
rising cases of Covid-19. Also,
as per DDMA, not more than
50 people are allowed at funer-
als in the city. In Delhi Metro
trains passengers are allowed to
sit on alternate seats while in
DTC and Cluster buses people
are not allowed to travel in
standing position.
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In its SPL, the Maharashtra

Government has challenged
the manner in which the High
Court passed the order without
seeking any reply from it and
other respondents in the case.
It has also stated that the High
Court had not taken into with-
drawal of consent to the CBI to
investigate matters in the juris-
diction of Maharashtra. The
High Court, in its exercise of
powers under Article 226 of the
Constitution, ought to have
taken such withdrawal of con-
sent to the CBI by the
Maharashtra Government,
before ordering a PE against
Deshmukh.

While Maharashtra’s stand-
ing counsel Sachin Patil con-
firmed that the State
Government  had filed an SPL
against the High Court’s order
in the Supreme Court,
Deshmukh’s counsel Sudhanshu
S Choudhari said he, on behalf
of  his client, had filed an
appeal against the High Court’s
order passed on Monday.

Senior advocate and
Congress leader Abhishek
Manu Singhvi is expected to
represent the Maharashtra

Government in Supreme
Court.

Among other things,
Deshmukh – in his SPL –stat-
ed that the High Court had not
sought a response from him for
the allegations made against
him by Singh and that “if the
court believed that no response
was required, and that the
statements of those making
allegations were sufficient for
the registration of an FIT, the
court could have directed that
to be done”.Deshmukh also
submitted that “without the
lodging of an FIR, the court
could have directed that an
application be filed before the
Magistrate for investigation
under section 156 (3) of Code
of Criminal Procedure”.

“The fact that the court did
not direct the petitioners before
the court to follow this proce-
dure suggests that the court
believed that the entire state
machinery was untrustwor-
thy; that no investigation could
have been made within the
State by a State investigation
agency, and reposed faith in an
outside agency by referring to
it as an independent investi-
gating agency knowing fully
well that its credentials in the
past are not such that the court
can repose absolute faith in

such an agency,” the former
Home Minister stated.

“In the annals of judicial
history, there has hardly been
such an instance when the
court has taken the statements
against a sitting Minister at face
value and proceeded to act
against an outside agency, with-
out calling for a response from
the minister, to conduct a pre-
liminary enquiry,” Deshmukh
stated in his petition                 

“The court must have been
aware of the fact that the
Maharashtra Government had
withdrawn its consent for the
CBI to investigate matters in the
jurisdiction of the state of
Maharashtra,” the former Home
Minister stated in his SPL.

“Such action of the court
reflected its lack of confidence
for investigations to be con-
ducted within the State by the
CBI in respect of officers/pub-
lic servants predominantly asso-
ciated with the State
Government, which was under
the control of the Central
Government. The court, in exer-
cise of its powers under Article
226 of the Constitution, ought to
have taken such withdrawal of
consent into account before
issuing directions in the manner
that it has,” Deshmukh 
added.

From Page 1
Giving details, Jaishankar

said the two countries have vast
potential for greater invest-
ment in both nations.  “Also,
Russian support for our
Gaganyaan programme has
progressed for which we deeply
appreciate. Our defence
requirement in the past year
was expeditiously addressed,”
he added.

When asked if India is
considering the possibility of
acquiring additional S-400 reg-
iments from Russia, Jaishankar
said, “We didn’t get into any
specific discussion. That is the
responsibility of a different
body headed by our Defence
Ministers, which is due to meet
at end of the year.”

India has inked a contract

with Russia for five S-400 air
defence missile system worth
over Rs 45, 000 crore.  China
has already procured six S-400
systems from Russia besides
Turkey. Peeved over the Indian
deal, US has threatened to
impose sanctions. 

Allaying Indian apprehen-
sions over growing ties between
Russia and China in defence
sector, Lavrov said his country
has no plans to sign a military
alliance with China.

“We also discussed per-
spective and additional manu-
facturing of Russian military
equipment in India within the
concept “Made in India”. So
here, I didn’t see any changes
from our Indian partners and
friends,” the Russian Minister
said.

From Page 1
NITI Aayog member

(Health) VK Paul said the nar-
rative has to be seen in a sci-
entific way. He questioned,
“When we talk about opening

vaccination to all, our focus
reduces on controlling the pan-
demic. Did you hear of any
country that is vaccinating less
than 45.”

The Centre has also asked
the State Governments to ramp
up RT-PCR tests after it noticed
that only 60 per cent of the tests
were done. India’s tally of coro-
navirus cases has risen to
12,686,049 while the death toll
stands at 165,577.

At a Press conference here
on Tuesday, NITI Aayog
Member (Health) Dr VK Paul
said the pandemic situation in

the country worsened with a
sharp rise in cases and a large
part of the population is still
susceptible to the virus.

The tools to fight the pan-
demic remain the same.
“Covid-appropriate behaviour,
containment measures, test-
ing have to be implemented
more efficiently, medical infra-
structure has to be ramped up
and vaccination drive intensi-
fied,” he said.

Covid-appropriate behav-
iour like wearing masks, stay-
ing away from crowds have to
be followed in a campaign

mode, Paul reminded people.
However, when asked if
Kumbh Mela can be a super-
spreader of Covid-19, the Niti
Aayog member gave a vague
reply as he said that “We hope
that the SOP issued for Kumbh
Mela is being followed.”

Incidentally, the Centre
has deployed a three-member
high-level Central team led by
Dr SK Singh, Director, National
Centre for Disease Control
(NCDC) with Dr SK Jain,
Additional Director and Dr
Meera Dhuria, Deputy
Director, both from NCDC as
team members to review med-
ical care and public health
arrangements for the religious
congregation at Haridwar in
Uttarakhand.

“The intensity of the pan-
demic has increased and it is
spreading faster than last time.
In some States, it (the condi-
tion) is worse than others but
the upswing (in cases) can be
observed across the country,”
said Dr Paul.

“People’s participation is
vital to control the second
wave. The next four weeks are
going to very critical. The
entire country has to come
together and make efforts to
fight the pandemic.”

He said the number of
coronavirus cases is increas-
ing and along with that mor-
tality is also on the rise. “Still,
in terms of the population
size and in terms of deaths per
million we are doing well
and the pandemic is in con-
trol.”

Detailing the Covid-19 sit-
uation in India, Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan said
Chhattisgarh’s Durg is among
the top 10 districts with high
active Covid cases. 

From Page 1
The CPI (Maoist) state-

ment also claimed that 24
security personnel were killed
in the encounter.

‘’As many as 2,000 police
personnel had reached near
Jiragudem village to execute a
major attack (on Saturday). To
thwart them, PLGA (Peoples’
Liberation Guerilla Army)
retaliated during which 24
security personnel were killed
and 31 others injured. We have
caught a policeman (CoBRA
commando) at the spot while
others escaped,’’ said a state-
ment purportedly written by
Maoists and being circulated
on social media on Tuesday.

It said the government
should first announce names of
interlocutors and the jawan
will be released later. He will

remain safe in our captivity till
then, it said.

The two-page statement
was issued in the name of
Vikalp, spokesperson of the
Dandakaranya Special Zonal
Committee (DKSZC) of
Maoists, which had been
instrumental in executing sev-
eral deadly attacks in south
Bastar, including the Jhiram
valley attack in Bastar district
on May 25, 2013, in which top
Congress leaders of
Chhattisgarh unit were killed.

Maoists admitted that four
cadres were killed in the
Bijapur gunfight and the body
of the slain woman cadre could
not be retrieved from the spot.

The body of a woman
Naxal was recovered by secu-
rity forces from the encounter
spot.

The ultras also claimed to
have seized 14 weapons, 2,000
cartridges and other materials
from the encounter site.

The photographs issued
with the purported statement
shows the looted arms and
ammunition.

However, sources in police
had said at least 12 Naxals were
killed in the gunfight that last-
ed for over 4 hours.

According to the police, ten
weapons, including seven AK-
47 rifles, two SLR rifles and one
Light Machine Gun (LMG), of
the security personnel went
missing after the attack.

Meanwhile, a senior police
officer said the authenticity of
the statement is being 
verified.

��������	����

��	���
����
��+++

From Page 1
As per norms, a written

communication from the
incumbent Chief Justice is sent
a month before his retirement.

Born on August 27, 1957 in
Ponnavaram village of Andhra
Pradesh’’s Krishna district,
Justice Ramana was enrolled as
an advocate on February 10,
1983. He was appointed as a
permanent judge of the Andhra
Pradesh High Court on June 27,
2000 and functioned as acting
Chief Justice of the Andhra
Pradesh High Court from
March 10, 2013 to May 20, 2013.  

Justice Ramana was ele-
vated as the Chief Justice of
Delhi High Court on
September 2, 2013 and was
appointed as a Judge of the

Supreme Court on February
17, 2014. Justice Ramana has
dealt with several high-profile
cases in the apex court.

A five-judge constitution
bench headed by Justice
Ramana had in March last
year declined to refer to a larg-
er seven-judge bench a batch of
pleas challenging the constitu-
tional validity of the Centre’’s
decision to abrogate provi-
sions of Article 370.

He was part of a five-judge
constitution bench which had
in November 2019 held that
office of the CJI is a public
authority under the Right to
Information Act.In the
November 2019 verdict, the top
court had also said that “judi-
cial independence has to be
kept in mind” while disclosing
information in “public interest”.

From Page 1
Gyanesh’s appointment

came on the superannuation of
RS Shukla this month end, Ali
Raza Rizvi, Special Secretary
and Financial Adviser in the
Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting, will be secre-
tary in the Department of
Public Enterprises.

Indevar Pandey, a 1988-
batch IAS officer of the West
Bengal cadre, has been
appointed secretary in the
Department of Administrative
Reforms and Public
Grievances.

Pandey is currently Special
Secretary in the Ministry of
Development of North Eastern
Region.

Anjali Bhawra has been
appointed secretary in the
Department of Empowerment
of Persons with Disabilities,
Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment. She is at pre-
sent working as Special
Secretary in the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs.

Jatindra Nath Swain will be
Secretary in the Department of
Fisheries. Swain, a 1988-batch
IAS officer of the Tamil Nadu
cadre, is managing director at
the Solar Energy Corporation
of India Ltd. Anil Kumar Jha
Special Secretary in the
Department of Revenue has
been appointed as secretary in
the Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
as per the Department of
Personnel and Training 
orders.
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Chief Minister K

Palaniswami and his deputy O
Panneerselvam will cement
their position as successors of
Jayalalithaa if the All India
Anna Dravida Munnetra
Kazagham (AIADMK) retains
power though it faces an uphill
task especially after the rout in
the 2019 Lok Sabha election
when the DMK-led alliance
won 38 out of 39 seats.

In Kerala, where the Left
Democratic Front (LDF) is
seeking to break the State’s
four-decade-old trend of
swinging between the com-
munists and the Congress-led
United Democratic Front, the
electors decided the fate of 957
candidates in 140 Assembly
constituencies across the State.

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, Health Minister KK
Shailaja, B Devaswom Minister
Kadakampally Surendran,
Power Minister MM Mani and
Higher Education Minister KK
Jaleel are among the prominent
personalities trying their elec-
toral luck from the ruling 
side.

Opposition leader Ramesh

Chennithala, former Chief
Minister Oommen Chandy,
senior leaders K
Muraleedharan, PT Thomas
and Thiruvanchoor
Radhakrishnan are among
those contesting from the UDF
fold.

The BJP, which has failed to
make a dent in the State, has
fielded former Mizoram
Governor Kummanam
Rajasekharan, ‘Metroman’ E
Sreedharan, who joined the saf-
fron party recently, state pres-
ident K Surendran, senior
leader Shobha Surendran and
Rajya Sabha members Suresh
Gopi and K J Alphons.

The poll is significant for
Kerala Congress (M) chief Jose
K Mani who recently snapped
decades-long ties with the UDF
and joined hands with the Left
front.

Sporadic violence was
reported and some candidates
were attacked during the third
phase of West Bengal Assembly
elections on Tuesday. Chief
Minister and TMC supremo
Mamata Banerjee alleged “bla-
tant misuse” of Central forces
to “influence voters”.
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An elderly couple was mowed
down by a woman at

Dwarka’s Sector-11 area in the
western part of the national
Capital. Police said that the
incident took place on Sunday
evening.  

The accused has been iden-
tified as Deepakshi Choudhary,
a resident of Appu Enclave,
Sector-11, Dwarka. 

According to a senior police
official, the woman claimed
that she was thinking about
something when the incident
happened. 

“She mowed down Anjana

Arora (62) and Shanti Swaroop
Arora (79), both residents of
Appu Enclave, Dwarka Sector-
11,” he said. 

The incident was caught
on CCTV camera which went
viral on the social media. 

In the video, one Baleno car
hits the couple from backside.
The car later ran over the victims.
A woman, wearing a white top,
comes out of the car, goes to the
rear side of the vehicle and later
calls somebody after taking her
mobile phone from the car. Later,
people gather at the spot. Nearby
people come at the spot and try
to rescue the victims by pushing
the car. One of the victims is seen

lying at rear side of the vehicle. 
A case under section 279

(rash driving or riding on a pub-
lic way) and 304A (Causing
death by negligence) of the
Indian Penal code has been reg-
istered and the accused was
arrested. The woman was later
released on bail, a senior police
officer said. Choudhary, who
works at a multi-national com-
pany (MNC), was not under the
influence of alcohol at the time
of the incident. As per her claims,
she was thinking about some-
thing during the accident, police
said, adding that it is yet to be
ascertained whether she was on
phone at the time of the incident. 
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In view of surge in the Covid-19 cases in the national Capital,
the entry at four major stations on Yellow Line metro, con-

necting Samyapur Badli in Delhi to HUDA City Centre in
Gurugram, was briefly closed on Tuesday afternoon to ensure
social distancing is followed.

In a tweet at around 12:30 PM on Tuesday, Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) wrote that yellow Line Update Entry for
the following stations are temporarily closed to ensure social dis-
tancing as part of our crowd control measures: Patel Chowk New
Delhi Chawri Bazar Chandni Chowk Exit is allowed.

Nearly ten minutes later, it updated that entry facilities to
the four stations were resumed.

While Patel Chowk and New Delhi metro stations are locat-
ed in the heart of the city, where a large number of government
offices are located, Chawri Bazaar and Chandni Chowk stations
are situated inthe densely populated old Delhi which is a cul-
tural and commercial hub of the national capital.

The Delhi government on Tuesday imposed night curfew in
the national capital from 10 pm to 5 am till April 30 in view of
rising COVID-19cases, officials said.

The city recorded 3,548 fresh cases of COVID-19 on Monday,
while15 more people succumbed to the infection taking the death
toll to11,096, according to the Delhi health department. The order
for night curfew will continue till April 30.
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In order to control vector-borne diseases in
the city, South Delhi Municipal Corporation

(SDMC) Commissioner Gyanesh Bharti on
Tuesday convened an inter-sectoral meeting
and emphasised on cleaning of drains and
water bodies in the city to stop mosquito
breeding ahead of upcoming monsoon season.

The meeting was attended by representa-
tives from South, South-West, South-East,
West and New Delhi districts, Delhi
Development Authority, Irrigation and Flood
Control Departments (Delhi and UP), Delhi
Jal Board, Archaeological Survey of India,
Engineering and Public Health Department of
SDMC.

The meeting was convened in light of very
high mosquito density arising out of stagnant
drains and water bodies filled with floating

material and hyacinth. All the concerned
departments agreed to remove the floating
material, hyacinth, de-silting in the time
bound manner.

The Commissioner expressed his serious
view towards irrigation departments since the
problem is grave due to huge hyacinth spread
over in the river Yamuna near Okhla Barrage
and affecting the nearby colonies.

Meanwhile, SDMC’s South Zone organ-
ised a five kilometres long Cyclothon, a cycle
rally from SDMC Green Park office on the
occasion of International Day of Sports for
Development and Peace to make people
aware about Covid-19 vaccination drive.

Bharti said that the SDMC has been run-
ning dozens of vaccination centres in all four
zones. “We appeal to people above 45 years of
age to get vaccinated as early as possible,” he
said. 
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Education Minister Manish
Sisodia inaugurated Delhi

Technological University’s new
classroom complex “Pragya
Bhawan”. The project has been
launched with an aim to edu-
cate the students of the
Government school spread
across the national Capital.

Launched under the
“Education Reaches You” ini-
tiative of DTU, “Lab on
Wheels” is a customized bus
with 17 computers, two televi-
sions, one 3D printer, cameras
and one printer.

According to the proposal,
the “Lab on Wheels” vehicle of
Delhi Technological University
(DTU) shall be visiting various
Government schools of Delhi

for imparting education to the
school students of various stan-
dards. “It will also be taken to
educational institutes and other
places which are associated
with imparting education to the
students,” it said.

“Students of DTU will be
deployed in the bus to give edu-
cational lectures, tutorials and
teach the students of Delhi
Government schools and
under privileged children of the
community.

At least18 schools of Delhi
Government have collaborated
with DTU to participate in the
outreach programme for guid-
ing students in the domains of
Maths and Science.

As part of this outreach
programme, the “Lab on
Wheels” initiative is launched
on Tuesday so that students of
DTU could guide and mentor
Delhi Government school stu-
dents and children in under-
privileged communities in sub-
jects of engineering and science
and help them learn advanced
technology.

Speaking on this unique
initiative to educate and men-
tor students, Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia said,
“It is our dream that our nation
adopt various unique and inno-

vative approaches in the field of
engineering, and the intro-
duction of modern engineering
courses at DTU will be relevant
for the progress of our nation
in the next 10 years.”

The deputy chief minister
further said that nobody would
have thought that students of
fine arts, humanities and lan-
guages could realise their
dream of becoming engineers
before the introduction of the
Bachelor of Design course but
DTU has made that dream
possible.

“Today, students who aim
to become engineers can do so
without having background in
science or mathematics. DTU’s
“Lab on Wheels” programme
will also add joy in learning for
our students studying in Delhi

Government Schools. It will act
as an information and guidance
cell for our students,” he added.

Addressing mentor stu-
dents of DTU, Sisodia said,
“Delhi Government is plan-
ning to start an initiative to
motivate students of Delhi
Government schools and
encourage them to stand on
their feet and fulfil them. I
wholeheartedly appreciate the
volunteers of DTU, who under
the ‘Extension and Field
Outreach Programme’, will
help 44 lakh Delhi
Government School students
to find their own path to
implore and realise their
dreams.

He also urged all the 14,000
students of DTU to become
mentors for at least one student

so that students of Delhi
Government schools can
receive the best guidance to
become future-ready and their
dream of studying reputed
courses like engineering can be
fulfilled.

Sisodia said, “Only build-
ing school infrastructure will
not be sufficient to bring a
mass movement in educa-
tion, we need to empower our
educational institutions to set
minimum benchmarks and
take firm guarantees that all
students who graduate from
our institutions would be able
to stand on their feet. Delhi
Government will take stock of
this and ensure that there are
no barriers for institutions to
encourage students to work
hard with dedication.”
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Adramatic clash broke out in
south Delhi on Monday

afternoon, between Delhi
Government’s civil defence vol-
unteers and passersby, as vol-
unteers were carrying out a
mask-checking exercise in the
area. A cross case has been reg-
istered in the incident where
three civil defence volunteers
while a passerby sustained
injuries.  

The fine for not wearing a
mask, as per Covid-19 norms,
in public places and while dri-
ving is � 2,000 in the national
Capital, police said. These vol-
unteers have no powers to
impose fines but work in coor-
dination with police to imple-
ment the norms.

Several videos, which sur-
faced online on social media,
showed civil defence personnel
and passers-by coming to
blows, with a clip showing one

of the personnel beating a man
with a belt.

According to Atul Kumar
Thakur, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), South district, a passer-
by, Gitesh, also got caught in
the scuffle on Monday after-
noon in south Delhi's Hauz
Khas area and was hurt.

“Three vehicles were
involved in the incident at the
signal near IIT-Gate. Just when
the traffic lights turned green,
the Delhi Civil Defence volun-
teers stopped a car to penalise
its driver for allegedly not
wearing a mask. As a conse-
quence, the driver suddenly
applied the brakes and the
next car, driven by Gitesh
Dagar, also abruptly stopped.
Dagar's car was hit from behind
by another vehicle due to the
sudden halting,” said the DCP.

“Dagar came out of his car
and argued with the Delhi Civil
Defence employees following

which he was allegedly attacked
with a belt by them. Pedestrians
gathered at the spot and they
along with Dagar allegedly
attacked Delhi Civil Defence
volunteers of whom three were
injured and admitted to a hos-
pital,” said the DCP.

Police, however, said that
the medico-legal reports of
the injured persons are await-
ed. The statement of those
injured is being recorded.

“Two First Information
Reports (FIRs) have been regis-
tered in connection with the
incident. One of the FIRs was
registered on the complaint of
the Delhi Civil Defence volun-
teers and the other, on a com-
plaint from Dagar. Action as per
law is being taken in the matter
and investigation in the cases is
underway,” said the DCP.

The Delhi High Court in
February had reserved its deci-
sion on several pleas challeng-
ing the imposition of challan

for not wearing a mask while
driving a private car alone.

Justice Prathiba M Singh
had heard arguments on behalf
of the Centre, Delhi govern-
ment and the petitioners who
were fined for not wearing a
mask while driving alone in
their respective vehicles.

Advocate Farman Ali
Magray, appearing for the
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare, had then submitted
that the ministry has not issued
any direction asking people to
wear masks in a car when they
are alone.

He had said health is a
state subject and the Delhi gov-
ernment has to take a decision
on it.

The Delhi government had
told the court that wearing
masks while driving an official
or personal vehicle was made
compulsory by way of an office
order in April last year and it
remained in force.
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The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) Government is not

considering imposing a lock-
down in the national Capital
and is exploring other alter-
natives it  has,  Delhi
Environment Minister Gopal
Rai  said on 
Tuesday.

Rai also said that the
Central Government should
stop the export of the coron-
avirus vaccine and open up
inoculation for everyone.  "The
Delhi Government is explor-
ing all options and ideas.
Night curfew has a role in

checking the spread of coron-
avirus... But the Government
is not completely dependent
on it," the Minister said dur-
ing a Press conference.

"We are not considering
enforcing a lockdown. I
believe we can check the
spread through other alter-
natives," he said.

Rai said the Central
Government should open up
vaccination for everyone to
control the situation. "It is
unfortunate that the Centre
has set criteria to vaccinate
our own people, while it is
exporting vaccine to other
countries," he said.

The minister also talked
about how with the efforts of
the government, Delhi’s green
cover surpassed the central
government’s  target  of
15,20,000 trees. “We have
planted around 32 lakhtrees
and this is 210 per cent more
than the designated target.
The Central Government had
set the target of an expanding
2338 hectares of green cover
in Delhi, however, the Delhi
government has increased the
green cover upto 4654
hectares,” he said.

Rai said, during the pan-
demic, the forest department
identified 13 medicinal plants,

which were distributed for
free in all areas of Delhi on the
occasion of World
Environment Day. “The
Central Ridge Forest had 423
acres of Videshi Kikar Plant
which did not have any impact
on purifying air, hence the
Delhi Government aims to get
rid of it and replace it with
endemic plants,” he added. 

He said the Delhi
Government has formed a
committee that will work on
replacing Vilayati Kikar trees
with endemic plants by inter-
national standards; this work
will take place under Delhi
Ridge Project.
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Delhi Congress president
Anil Kumar said the

Delhi Government should
ramp up the Covid-19 vac-
cination drive to give maxi-
mum jab to people free of
cost as this is the only solu-
tion to control surge of
Covid-19 pandemic.

The Congress Delhi unit
president said that imposing
night curfew will not help in
containing the virus but affect
people economically who are
already bearing the brunt.

“No one is in a position to
face another economic melt-
down as it had robbed lakhs
of people of their jobs and
livelihood last year,” he said.

Kumar sait that the mar-
riage season will also start
from 13 April, besides the
Navratri festival and night
curfew will create doubts and
panic among the people as the
Government is yet to spell out
the manner in which night
curfew would be enforced.

“It is the need of the hour
was to focus on the vaccina-
tion drive by bringing in
more people into the vacci-
nation ambit and strictly
enforce the test-tracing-treat-
ment-sanitization route
instead of wasting precious
time on impractical pursuits

like night curfew,” he said.
“There is also an urgent

need to strengthen the infra-
structure in hospitals as there
is shortage of ICU beds and
ventilators for Covid
patients, increase in RT-PCR
tests to one lakh per day to
determine the exact extent of
the virus spread, which has
gone up from 2.71 per cent
on 31 March to 5.54 per cent
on 5 April, 2021.

He also expressed con-
cern over increasing number
of containment zones to 3090
by 5 April from 2009 on 31
March, 2021
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Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain on Tuesday

said the Government has issued
orders to increase the number of
beds in both private and Delhi
Government hospitals to deal
with the situation of increasing
number of Covid-19 cases.

Delhi recorded 5,100 fresh
cases of Covid-19 on Tuesday, the
highest since November 27 last
year when the city reported
5,482 cases in a day.

Jain said, “Delhi reported
3,548 active cases whereas the
positivity rate was 5.54per cent.
Nearly 65,000 tests were done.
We have directed both the
Government and private hos-
pitals to escalate the number of
beds available for Covid
patients. Almost 5,000 beds
will be added in both private
and Delhi Government hospi-
tals.”

The Health Minister said
that 33 hospitals under the
Delhi Government will have a
24-hour vaccine facility. Jain
added that they are hopeful that
the Central Government will
take cognisance of the Chief
Minister’s proposal to roll out
the vaccine to all. Delhi has suf-
ficient doses of vaccines, said
Jain.

While responding to a
question about the positivity
rate being above five per cent,
Jain said, “So far, there is only
one day where the positivity rate
was more than five per cent.
The trend needs to be moni-
tored, and we are keeping a

close watch on it. Currently, the
positivity rate has crossed the
five per cent mark for the entire
country,” he said.

Responding to queries sur-
rounding the details about the
24×7 functioning of vaccination
centres in Delhi Government
hospitals and the letter written by
Chief Minister of Delhi to roll out
the vaccine to the entire popu-
lation barring the age limit, Jain
said, “Vaccination sites in all 33
Delhi Government Hospitals
will be functional for 24 hours.
So far, only people above 45 years
have been allowed to get the vac-
cination as per the protocol.
The benefit of rolling out the vac-
cine to all is important as the
young generation, although does
not face problems, can act as car-
riers of the infection,” he said.
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In view of the imposition of night cur-
few in Delhi, entry in Delhi Metro

will be allowed from 10pm to 5am only
to passengers who are exempted from
night curfew as per Government order
after verification of their valid identi-
ty cards.

DMRC also advises its users, who
are not exempted to complete their
journey and reach their destination by
10 pm.

The curfew will be in place
between 10 pm and 5 am every day till
30 April.
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Former Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi on Tuesday took a

swipe at the Government over
the Rafale fighter jet deal, say-
ing karma is the ledger of one’s
action and no one can escape
from it. He said this after a
French media report claimed
that 1.1 million Euros was paid
to a “middleman” by the air-
craft manufacturer, a charge
that was denied by the BJP as
baseless.

While Rahul has been
continuously attacking the
Modi Government on the
Rafale defence deal, the latest
response comes a day after his
party demanded a fresh inves-
tigation into the Rafale deal.

“Karma = The ledger of
one’s actions. Nobody escapes
it,” he tweeted with the hash-
tag #Rafale.

The French portal —
Mediapart — had reported
that France’s anti-corruption
agency, Agence Française
Anticorruption (AFA), found
aircraft  manufacturer
Dassault Aviation had paid
�one million to an Indian
company in the � 7.87 billion
Rafale deal between India

and France.
Congress chief

spokesman Randeep
Surjewala said the entire
Rafale episode now require a
full and independent investi-
gation into India’s biggest
defence deal to find out as to
how much bribery and com-
mission in reality.

“If any, whom was the
bribe paid and to whom in the
Indian Government? Will
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi answer to the nation
now,” asked Surjewala at a
Press conference.

“How can middleman and
payment of commission be
permitted in a Government-
to-Government defence con-
tract or in any defence pro-
curement in India in violation
of the mandatory Defence
Procurement Procedure,”
Surjewala added.
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Almost rejecting requests of
two non-BJP ruled States’

Chief Ministers—Delhi and
Maharashtra—seeking relax-
ation over age limit for the vac-
cine, the Centre on Tuesday
ruled out Covid-19 vaccination
for all, stressing that the aim is
not to administer the shot to
“those who want it but to those
who need it so as to prevent
deaths and protect the health-
care system”.

During a press conference
here, Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan said that many
people are asking why isn’t the
Government opening up vac-
cination for all those above 18
years.

Bhushan said that even
Western countries have con-
ducted the vaccination drive in
phases.

“The basic aim is to reduce
death through vaccination. The
other aim is to protect your
healthcare system. If healthcare
workers, doctors, nurses, para-
medics and others fall sick, who
will work in hospitals? So the
aim, for any country, is to pro-
tect those who are the most
vulnerable. The aim is never to
administer the vaccine to those
who want it but to those who
need it,” Bhushan said.

NITI Aayog member
(Health) Dr V K Paul said the
narrative has to be seen in a sci-
entific way. He  questioned,
“When we talk about opening
vaccination to all, our focus
reduces on controlling the pan-
demic. Did you hear of any
country that is vaccinating less
than 45.”

So far, nobody doing vac-
cine research has shown that if
given on this scale, it leads to
herd immunity, he said, adding
that it is not yet scientifically
proven.

“What we know so far is
that all vaccines that are being
used, including the two being
used in ,India reduce mortal-
ity, severity of the disease,
protect lives and keeping that
in mind priority groups have
been decided,” Dr Paul said.

He said that priority
groups have been decided who
are vulnerable to mortality.

“Because history will only
remember how many deaths
have taken place. Globally,
the vaccine is finite,” Dr Paul
underlined. Talking about vac-
cines, the Health secretary
said, “We administered 43
lakh doses of COVID-19 vac-
cine in 24 hours yesterday,
which is a record. As a result
of today morning, we admin-

istered 8.31 crores doses of the
vaccine”.

The officers also referred
to guidelines in countries like
America, Australia and UK for
phase-wise vaccination. “The
UK had 9 different groups in
its phases. Switzerland is vac-
cinating only those above 65,”
Dr Paul said, adding, “When
our history is written our
deaths will be the most impor-
tant count.”

The Indian Medical
Association had written to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi suggesting that vacci-
nation be allowed for all peo-
ple above the age of 18 years.

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and his
Maharashtra counterpart
Uddhav Thackeray too on
Monday requested Modi to
relax the age limit for the
vaccination.
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To prevent the spread of
coronavirus, the Central

Government on Tuesday urged
all its eligible employees to get
vaccinated.

“All Central Government
employees of the age of 45
years and above are advised to
get themselves vaccinated so as
to effectively contain the
spread of COVID-19,” said
the order issued to all the
Central Government min-
istries and departments.
Starting from 1 April, those
who are above 45 years of age,
have been allowed to take
Covid-19 vaccines.

The employees have been
advised to continue following
Covid-appropriate behaviour
even after vaccination by fre-
quent washing of hands and
sanitisation, wearing a mask or
face cover and observing social
distancing, etc, an order issued
by the personnel ministry
stated.

“The Government has

been monitoring the situation
very closely, and based on the
strategy adopted for prioritis-
ing the groups for vaccination
to contain the spread of
COVlD-19, currently, all per-
sons of the age of 45 years and
above can participate in the
vaccination exercise,” it said.

The Central Government
had earlier said that the two
doses of the COVID-19 vac-
cine will be given at an inter-
val of 28 days. The second
dose of Covishield can be
given up to eight weeks after
the first, the Union health
ministry said in a statement on
Monday. However, the
increased interval does not
apply to Covaxin.

The Government had
granted emergency use autho-
risation to two COVID-19
vaccines — Pune-based Serum
Institute of India’s Covishield
and Hyderabad-based Bharat
Biotech International Ltd’s
Covaxin which are being used
in the Government’s vaccina-
tion drive.
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Raj Kapahi (62) who had
been for the past ten years

living with Multiple Myeloma
(MM), a type of blood cancer
that adversely impacts plasma
(white blood cells) production
in the body, is now back to her
normal routine and living a
healthy life. 

Senior haematologist Dr
Rahul Bhargava from Institute
of Blood Disorder, Fortis
Hospital,  Gurugram along
with his team conducted the
Bone Marrow Transplant
(BMT) on the J&K resident.
They used Kapahi’s own cells
for transplant, thereby reduc-
ing the chances of rejection and
infections.

MM is a type of cancer that
arises from plasma cells in
case they start dividing uncon-
trollably and spread abnor-
mally in the body. Myeloma
can present with various symp-
toms with the most common
being unexplained renal failure,
back pain with broken bones as
well as long term anaemia,
fatigue and infections in the
urine. Doctors say that can-
cerous myeloma can be
destructive to the bones.

The disease has been in
the news recently when actor
and Lok Sabha MP, Kirron
Kher, 68 has been found to be
suffering from MM. She is
recovering well, says her doc-
tors.

Dr. Pravas Mishra,
Director, Hemato-Oncology
& BMT, Max Hospital added,
currently, we are seeing near-
ly one to two myeloma cases
for every 100,000. So, that
translates to about 50,000 new
cases of multiple myeloma
every year and that might be
just the tip of the iceberg con-
sidering that a large number of

cases must be unreported.
Dr Bhargava shared that

MM a few years back was a
non-curable disorder, but
advancements in newer ther-
apies and new drugs coming
into the market is promising
an operational cure and  con-
trol for the long term.

“The survival is further
increased by doing the BMT in
these patients, which is not so
expensive these days and
requires patients to stay for
around 10 days in hospital. “

Dr Bhargava further says
“ If MM is diagnosed at an
early stage, the survival is
longer. Medications are no
longer expensive as well as do
not cause hair loss, diarrhoea
and nausea. The Myeloma
treatment medications are
now slowly moving from
Intravenous to subcutaneous,
like a jab for an insulin injec-
tion and along with oral med-
ications which are making the

life very easy for patients to
live with myeloma”

Dr Mishra too talked
about some of the available
options for the treatment of
MM. “We are using immuno-
modulatory drugs. So, those
are not exactly chemothera-
py… and then recently we
have now started using mon-
oclonal antibodies in multiple
myeloma as well. The number
of molecules are simply mind-
boggling. So, if you start with
treatment, you do a transplant
and if the person still relaps-
es, there is a possibility of giv-
ing him/her a new molecule,
bring him back into remission
and then again do a trans-
plant.”

Dr. Lalit Kumar,
Oncologist from Department
of Medical Oncology, Institute
Rotary Cancer Hospital,
AIIMS, Delhi too in an article
published last year in a journal
said, “survival of patients with
myeloma has improved signif-
icantly in the past two decades.
.. This has been attributed to a
better understanding of biolo-
gy, the introduction of novel
agents (immunomodulators,
proteasome inhibitors), autol-
ogous stem cell transplanta-
tion, and maintenance thera-
py. Supportive care is an
important component of over-
all care for these patients.
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With the threat of a two-
front war simultaneous-

ly with China and Pakistan
always looming, Army Chief
General MM Naravane said on
Tuesday India is “facing
renewed challenges” along its
borders. Keeping this in view,
military officers undergoing
training should keep them-
selves abreast of these devel-
opments, he said.

Making this observation in
his lecture on ‘Developments
along the Western and
Northern Borders and their
Impact on the Future Road
Map of the Indian Army’ at
Defence Services Staff College
(DSSC), Wellington, Tamil
Nadu, he also focused on
enhanced synergy and joint-
manship amongst the Army,
IAF and Navy.

“He (Army Chief) empha-
sised that the nation is facing
renewed challenges along its
borders and exhorted the stu-
dents on the need to remain

abreast of all developments,”
said the Indian Army’s state-
ment.

Naravane was on a two-day
visit to the college. The lecture
was delivered to the faculty and
officers attending the 76th staff
course at the college.

Commandant of the
College Lt General MJS Kahlon
gave an update to Naravane on
the ongoing training activities
and incorporation of new ini-
tiatives with specific reference
to professional military train-
ing on “jointmanship” among

the three services, the Army’s
statement said.

The Army Chief was
briefed on the changes being
undertaken in the training
curriculum and infrastructur-
al development as a step
towards enhancing the role of
DSSC as a centre of excellence
for professional military edu-
cation, it noted.

He complimented the col-
lege for maintaining a very high
state of training in spite of
COVID-19 pandemic con-
straints, the statement said.
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The All India Motor
Transport Congress

(AIMTC), the umbrella body of
transporters, representing about
95 lakh truckers and entities on
Tuesday said it fears disruptions
in services due to restrictions
imposed by several States,
including Maharashtra and
Delhi, due to surge in coron-
avirus cases and demanded
hassle-free goods movement.

“The transporters who have
already experience the hassles
of the previous lockdown era
are a worried lot. They fear that
fresh lockdown will now lead to
disarray in transportation-relat-
ed activities,  leading to mount-
ing fears that it will cripple the
supply chain of  the states, espe-
cially in Maharashtra,” AIMTC
said in a statement.

The statement comes in the
wake of state governments
including Maharashtra, Punjab
and Delhi imposing restric-
tions and issuing guidelines to
contain the out-break amid a
surge in cases in various parts
of the country. The new restric-
tions include night curfews,
weekend lockdowns and day-
time prohibitions, to control the
spread of the disease. 

“The trucks are not allowed
to step inside Mumbai before 9
pm, while offices are supposed
to be shut down by 8 pm. This
has led to major problems in
same-day dispatches and also
added to the existing grievances
of the transporters. The
Transportation business main-
ly starts after 8.00 pm,  when
trucks are allowed in the city for
loading and unloading,”
AIMTC said.

The new guidelines have
put a curb on traffic timings,
which is leading to major delays
in transportation and expiry of
e-way bills in many a cases, it
said adding, this is attracting
huge penalties.
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Amid the crucial third phase
of elections in West Bengal,

the Election Commission ( EC)
on Tuesday suspended three
officers, including a sector offi-
cer and two assistant sector offi-
cers in West Bengal’s Uluberia
Uttar constituency, after it was
found that he slept over at the
home of a local Trinamool
Congress leader with four
Electronic Voting Machines
and a similar number of Voter
Verifiable Paper Audit Trails
(VVPAT) machines.  

The EC has also suspend-
ed Sujoy Chakraborty of CID,
WB, deputed to Howrah Rural
for law and order duties and
three home guards, for gross
negligence in performing duties
of sector police officer.

“Whereas  Tapan Kumar
Sarkar, RI, BL&LRO-Uluberia-
II, who was appointed as  Sector

Officer and Sanjib Majumdar,
Amin, BL&LRO, Uluberia-II &
Mithun  Chakraborty, Tax
Collector, Basudevpur GP as
Assistant Sector Officers of
Sector 17,  177-Uluberia Uttar
AC in connection with General
Elections to the West Bengal
Legislative Assembly, 2021,
switched off their GPS tracking
and exhibited gross  violation of
ECI’s instructions by taking
the reserve EVMs to their rel-
atives’ house on  05.04.2021, as
reported by the Returning
Officer, 177-Uluberia Uttar AC.
I, the District Election Offcer,
Howrah hereby suspend Tapan
Kumar Sarkar,  Sanjib
Majumdar and Mithun
Chakraborty with immediate
effect and recom mend  for
immediate disciplinary pro-
ceedings against them,” DM
and District Election Officer
Suman Saha said in its order.

In its order, the EC said,

“Tapan Sarkar, sector officer of
Sector 17 in AC 177 Uluberia
Uttar at Howrah District went
with Reserve EVM and slept at
a relative’s house. This is a
gross violation of ECI’s instruc-
tions for which the Sector
Officer has been suspended
and charges will be framed for
major punishment.” The poll
body has said that one of the
machines was a reserved EVM,
which has been removed from
the election process for the
assembly elections. The said
EVM and VVPAT have been
taken out of the stock and
shall not be used in the polls,
said the poll body.General
Observer Neeraj Pawan has
checked the intactness of all the
seals on the EVMs, which are
now stored in a separate room
in the observer’s custody.

Reacting to the incident,
Union minister Prakash
Javadekar said that “yet anoth-

er TMC attempt
has been
exposed”. He said
that the issue of
EVM machines
being recovered
from the TMC
leader’s residence
might prove to
be “bigger” than
it currently
seems, and
demanded there

be a full inquiry of the machines
that have been recovered.
Uluberia Uttar is one of the 31
constituencies in the state
which went to polls on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, Sarkar said
that he brought four EVMs to
the home of TMC leader
Goutam Ghosh in Uluberia’s
Tulsiberia area since the office
of the block development offi-
cer was occupied by police per-
sonnel. The accused official
said he wanted to take rest and
carried the machines with him
as keeping them in the car
would have been riskier. BJP
candidate in Uluberia Uttar,
Chintan Bera, has dismissed
Sarkar’s version of events and
claimed that the TMC intend-
ed to “loot votes”. Locals
gheraoed the home of the
Trinamool leader and protest-
ed against the block develop-
ment officer when he visited
the site.

The EVM incident in
Bengal comes close on the
heels of an EVM being found
inside the car of Assam BJP
candidate Krishnendu Paul
soon after the conclusion of the
second phase of assembly elec-
tion in the state.  Four polling
officers were suspended in the
incident while repolling was
ordered at Ratabari polling
booth in Patharkandi Assembly
constituency. 
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The Election Commission
has seized unaccounted

cash, liquors, narcotics and
freebies including precious
stones worth �948 crore from
the five States till third phase
of polling on April 6, 2021.
The amount is 4.198 times
more than the total combined
seizure of �226 crore in 2016
Assembly polls. 

According to the EC, cash
worth �331.56 crore, precious
metals worth �266.82 crore,
8103.37 kg narcotics worth
�156. 81 crore, 4364510.03
litre liquor worth � 73.81 crore
and freebies of �119.03 crore
was seized from the five states-
West Bengal, Kerala, Assam,
Tamil Nadu and  Puducherry.
Assam and Bengal are among
the top states where a huge
quantity of liquor was seized.

The data shows the sur-
veillance agencies have seized
Rs 82.84 crore from Kerala
which include unaccounted
cash worth Rs 22.64 crore; pre-
cious metals worth Rs 49.21
crore; 812.01 kg narcotics
worth Rs 4 crore and 67542
litre liquor in West Bengal so
far. The amount is more than
the total seizure of Rs 26.13
crore in 2016.

In West Bengal, the total

seizure was calculated worth
Rs 263.15 crore so far as com-
pared to Rs Rs 44.33 crore in
2016 assembly polls. 

This include Rs 40.27 crore
(unaccounted cash); Rs 10.28
crore ( precious metal; Rs
115.89 crore ( 255 kg narcotics
which include ganja, heroine,
charas) and 1935455 litre
liquor.

The authorities have seized
Rs 445.81 crore so far from

Tamil Nadu as compared to Rs
130.99 crore in 2016 Assembly
polls. As per the data, the EC
has seized unaccounted cash
worth Rs 236.51 crore; pre-
cious metal worth Rs 176.22
crore;  freebies worth Rs 25.64
crore and 289618 litre liquor. 

The agencies have made
total seizure of Rs 119.29 crore
from Assam as compared to Rs
16.58 crore in 2016. As per
data, 2044249 litre liquor was
seized in Assam during the
third phase of polls. 

The total seizure in
Puducherry is Rs 36.89 crore
this election as compared to Rs
7.74 crore during the previous
elections.

“A total 4606 Flying
Squads (FS) and 4670 Static
Surveillance Teams (SST) were
operationalised to check move-
ment of cash, liquor, drugs &
freebies in these states/UT
closely supervised by DEOs,
Expenditure observers in
Districts and Special observers.
A total 19 Air Intelligence
Units (AIU) of IT Department
are also set at different stations
in Assam, West Bengal, Kerala,
Tamil Nadu and Puducherry,”
the EC said.
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New Delhi: Union Minister of
State of Jal Shakti, Social Justice
& Empowerment, Rattan lal
kataria has been discharged
from Medanta Hospital in
Gurugram (Haryana).

It is noteworthy that Union
Minister of State Shri Ratnalal
Kataria was infected with
Covid-19.  He was admitted to
Medanta Hospital in
Gurugram for treatment after
infection of Covid-19.  He was
discharged after 10 days of
treatment in Medanta Hospital.

The Union Minister of
state will stay for a few days at
his official residence in New
Delhi.
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Kerala recorded 74 per cent
polling till 7 pm in the elec-

tion held to the State Legislature
on Tuesday. The single phase
saw isolated attacks allegedly
unleashed by the CPI(M) cadre
on BJP activists at many assem-
bly constituencies in the State.

There were widespread
impersonation and casting of
fake votes in many constituen-
cies according to Ramesh
Chennithala, Leader of
Opposition and many BJP lead-
ers. He said Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan has been cursed
by Lord Ayyappa for vandaliz-
ing the sanctum sanctorum of
Sabarimala.

“Kerala is in for a change of
government. There will be a
change of government once the
results are announced,” said  A
K Antony, former Chief Minister
and former defense minister.
Speaking to media after casting
his vote at the capital city of
Thiruvananthapuram Antony
said the violence resorted to by
the CPI(M) was an indication of
their restlessness and sense of
fear arising out of an impending
defeat.

Kazhakoottam, a con-
stituency that saw high pitch
campaign had to bear the brunt
of violence as BJP cadre were
assaulted by persons allegedly
belonging to the CPI(M). Many
women voters were driven away
by the attackers as the police
stood in mute silence.

Kadakampalli Surendran
Kerala’s minister for Temple
Administration is engaged in a
high pitch battle with BJP’s

Shobha Surendran at
Kazhakoottam. The rivalry
between the two was so intense
that the Congress candidate
was relegated to the third place.

Hari Kartha, political com-
mentator based in
Thiruvananthapuram said there
would be a change of govern-
ment in the State and the
Congress-led UDF had gained
upper hand by the morning of
Tuesday. “The CPI(M) wore a
picture of helplessness by
Tuesday morning. We could
feel the anti-incumbency feeling
from the body language of the
voters as well as that of the
CPI(M) leaders,” said Kartha.

True to his words, Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan in is
brief interaction with the media
at Kannur said that people
belonging to all sectors were
with the LDF. “Even Ayyappa
and his disciples have joined the
LDF,” said Vijayan.

P Rajan, historian of Kerala’s
politics, too said that the LDF
was on its way out. “Their arro-
gance cost them this election.
But how much the UDF would
benefit out of this is to be debat-
ed as the anti-CPI(M) votes are
likely to go to the BJP this time.
The Hindutwa party had estab-
lished a commanding presence
in the campaign and if they
manage to win at least five
seats, it would be at the cost of
LDF and the UDF,” said Rajan.

Reports from Kannur, the
home district of Chief Minister
Vijayan, which is a baston of the
CPI(M)  gave enough indica-
tions of group fighting in the
party resulting out of denial of
seats to many Marxist stalwarts.  
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The curse of electoral vio-
lence continued to blemish

Bengal even as sporadic clash-
es and complaints of rigging
marked the third round of the
8-phase Assembly elections. A
total number of 31 seats in
three districts of Howrah,
Hooghly and South 24
Parganas went to polls on
Tuesday.

In what looked like any-
thing but a good advertisement
for peaceful polling two per-
sons were murdered, many
others injured --- in intermit-
tent clashes --- and no less than
seven candidates were brutal-
ly roughed up by supporters of
rival parties. So much so that,
Dr Nirmal Maji a sitting TMC
MLA was seen approaching a
polling booth with a crash hel-
met on.

Notwithstanding the day-
long tumult the third phase of
elections recorded an appre-
ciable 80 percent of polling
when reports came in at 5 pm.
The poll percentage could go
up by 3-4 percent considering
the long queues of voters still
standing outside many polling
booths, Election Commission
officials said.

While Hooghly recorded
79.36 percent polling, it was

77.93 for Howrah. About 76.68
percent voters voted in South
24 Parganas.

The first news of blood-
shed came in from Goghat in
Hooghly district where
Madhavi Adak the mother of
Piru Adak, a BJP worker was
killed by alleged Trinamool
Congress supporters when she
went to save her son from his
attackers. The postmortem
report however showed no
bodily injuries, sources said.
One person was reportedly
arrested in the incident, police
said.

Body of another BJP sup-
porter was recovered at
Dubrajpur in Birbhum district
where polling would however
take place at a later date. The
police had to fire tear gas shells
after the BJP supporters pelted
stones at them following the
incident.

In an unprecedented devel-
opment at least seven candi-
dates were physically attacked
and in some cases their secu-
rity officers were injured while
trying to save them during the
election day on Tuesday.

A rare scene to be wit-
nessed in the past 10 years of
Trinamool Congress rule, a
TMC candidate Sujata Mandal
Khan was attacked thrice in
Arambagh constituency by
alleged BJP supporters even as

she went to ensure fair polling.
The TMC candidate was
chased away past a paddy field
by charging saffron workers,
she claimed, adding her PSO
was given a fractured head and
she was hit by a bamboo and
dried muds.

Her estranged husband
and BJP MP Soumitra Khan
said “Sujata might have been
rounded up by the local vil-
lagers who were not given to
vote for the past 10 years …
they were perhaps venting their
anger.” 

At nearby Tarakeshwar
Arindam Chakrabarty the
polling agent of BJP candidate
Swapan Dasgupta was attacked
by alleged TMC goons, the saf-
fron leadership claimed, adding
Chakrabarty suffered fractured
head after he was beaten with
a bamboo.

In neighbouring Khanakul
TMC candidate Najbul Karim
was reportedly beaten up by
alleged ISF supporters when he
went to inquire about report-
ed booth capturing. He had to
literally flee away from the
area.

At Uluberia North con-
stituency in neighbouring
Howrah district sitting TMC
MLA was gheraoed by the BJP
supporters. Stones were pelted
at his vehicle even as the rul-
ing party politician was escort-

ed to safety with his crash hel-
met on. In adjacent Uluberia
South seat BJP candidate and
film actor Papiya Adhikary
was roughed up by alleged
TMC men when she went to
see an injured party worker at
the general hospital. “I was hit
on the head and could have
been murdered but for the
security staff,” the saffron can-
didate said.

A sector officer was sus-
pended by the Election
Commission after a set of elec-
tronic voting machines (EVM)
were recovered from the house
of a local TMC leader. The offi-
cials said that he had taken the
EVM to that house as the sec-
tor office was closed and that
he did not know that it was the
house of a TMC leader. All the
machines were sent out of
operation by the EC, sources
said.

On the other bank of the
Hooghly River in South 24
Parganas where 16 seats are up
for the grab intermittent bomb-
ings and booth-capturing was
reported from various places.
While at Falta BJP candidate
Bidhab Parui was attacked by
TMC candidates when he went
to inquire about booth captur-
ing Canning TMC leader
Shaukat Molla complained of
rampant bombing by the ISF
men. 
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War of words intensified
between Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee with latter asking the
“mothers and sisters of Bengal”
to “unite” against a prejudiced
Election Commission and
Central forces which are
“working in favour of the BJP.”

Referring to Banerjee’s
repeated refrains of a bias EC
and faltering Muslim votes,
Modi on Tuesday said that, “it
was the same Election
Commission which earned
praise from Mamata Didi for its
role in earlier elections that
brought her to power in Bengal,
it was the same central forces
that ensured free and fare elec-
tion when she threw out the
Left Front Government and it
was the same electronic voting
machines (EVMs) that func-
tioned during her victory and
now the same ECI, the same
CPF and the same EVMs have
become a villain for her… she
is wasting no opportunity to
attack the Commission and
central forces.”

The Prime Minister was
addressing an election rally at
Coochbehar in North Bengal.

Saying that the Chief
Minister’s repeated appeal to
the Muslims not to let their
votes divided only meant that
she was expecting a defeat in
the elections. He said, “Didi,
recently you said all Muslims
should unite so that their votes
do not get divided. You are say-
ing this because you know
that even the Muslims have
deserted you… they have also
turned away their face from
you… Didi you are losing in
the elections.”

By roundly accepting the
elections the Chief Minister
had hit a same-side goal he
said. “Didi, people say you
play football a lot. In football
there is a same side goal... You
have scored a self-goal in the
field of elections. You yourself
have accepted the truth.. . now
your khela is shesh (your game
is over)”

The minority population
comprising about 30 percent of
the total votes has been the
electoral mainstay of Banerjee’s
Trinamool Congress ever since

she came to power dislodging
the Left Front in 2011.

However, the Chief
Minister this time round the
Chief Minister has  been receiv-
ing a tough challenge from
Abbasuddin Siddique a Muslim
cleric from Furfura Sharief the
largest congregation of the
Bengali Muslims in Bengal.
Siddique’s newly launched
party Indian Secular Front has
not only won the support of All
India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen or AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi but also he
has stitched up an alliance
with the Left-Congress detente.
Banerjee has been calling the
Left-Congress-ISF alliance
“more dangerous than a cobra,”
which is “funded by the BJP.”

Saying that the way the
Chief Minister attacked the
ECI and the way she would
play the minority card “… had
we been in your place and had
we asked the Hindus so open-
ly to vote for us then then we
would have received 10 notices
from the EC.”

The Chief Minister who
was holding a rally at Kalchini
in North Bengal said that it was
at at the behest of the BJP lead-
ership and the complacency of
the ECI that TMC candidates
were being attacked all over
Bengal.

We have already seen 7-8
murders in the State in which
four of our men have been
killed,” she said adding “the EC
is doing nothing about this.”

“They have seriously
injured on our Scheduled Caste
candidate Sujata, while she
was visiting a booth to ensure
that there is no rigging by the
BJP men. They also attacked
our Khanakul candidate Najbul
Karim.

The CPF is acting on their
advice and stopping our MLA
and candidate Shaukat Molla
from entering a booth in
Canning East constituency…
We have numerous such
instances to show how our
candidates are being attacked
and the central forces and ECI
is doing nothing,” 

Banerjee said asking the
“mothers and sisters” to “unite
against the arbitrary actions of
the central forces… resist them
if they come to stop you from
voting.”
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On Tuesday, a young man
died under suspicious cir-

cumstances at Sarai Hakim of
Bannadevi. The body of the
young man was found hanging
on the noose on the second floor
and his hands were tied. Family
has accused of murder. The
police is investigating in the case.

25-year-old Rohit Kumar
son of Bhola Shankar, a resident
of Sarai Lavaria, used to work in
a textile factory in Delhi. After
coming home on Diwali, he
started working as a laborer in
the city itself.
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Patna: The second wave of
Covid-19 is spreading at a rapid
pace in Bihar with the State
reporting 935 new cases across
38 districts in the last 24 hours.

Of these, the state capital
alone reported 432 cases,
including 18 students testing
postive at the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Patna, locat-
ed on the outskirts of the city in
the Bihta sub-town.

Confirming the develop-
ment, the registrar of IIT Patna
said that two students returned
to the campus after the Holi hol-
idays on Sunday and tested
positive for the virus.

“As per the Covid protocols,
we conducted RT-PCR test on
those two students and their
reports returned positive.
Following that, we conducted 41
more tests on students staying
in the hostel where the duo
stayed. Of these, 16 reports

returned positive on Tuesday,”
the registrar said.

“We have converted the
hostel into a quarantine centre.
Besides, we have also turned the
academic building into a quar-
antine facility for the suspected
students. Educational activities
on the campus have been sus-
pended for a week,” he added.

Earlier, Amrit Pratyay, the
principal health secretary of
Bihar, had said that the health
department had conducted
72,418 tests till Monday
evening, of which 935 were
found to be positive across the
state.

“The second wave of
Corona is spreading at a more
rapid pace as compared to last
year. It is more dangerous than
Phase 1. We have added 10 
ICU beds in AIIMS Patna, tak-
ing the total number of ICU
beds to 30.  IANS
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Aware of the allegations of “excessive inter-
ference” in the functioning faced by his

immediate predecessor Anil Deshmukh,
Maharashtra’s new Home Minister Dilip Walse-
Patil said here on Tuesday that there would be
“zero political interference” in matters relating
to the police administration in the State.

Talking to media persons here soon after
assuming the charge as new State Home
Minister, Walse-Patil said: “I will ensure a clean
police administration and there will be no polit-
ical interference from my side”.

Walse-Patil said that he had taken up the
responsibility as the State Home Minister “at a
very difficult and challenging period” in the state
with several crises confronting the MVA gov-
ernment

Walse-Patil, who was named late on Monday
night as Deshmukh’s successor, said: “It is a very
important responsibility…I will try and live up
to the expectations”.

Deshmukh had resigned as the Maharashtra
Home late on Monday afternoon, after the
Bombay High Court ordered a “Preliminary
Enquiry” (PE) by the CBI into the serious
charges of corruption made against him by
Mumbai’s former Police Commissioner Param
Bir Singh.

“Everyone has different expectations. My
focus will be the common man….the common
man should   trust the police force,” Walse-Patil
said.

A seven time MLA who had earlier hed
excise and labour ministries in the Uddhav
Thackeray Cabinet,  Walse-Patil said: “I have just
taken over…will look at each and every thing.”

Sixty-four-old Walse-Patil said that the
Covid-19 pandemic was a big challenge given
that “the entire force is in the streets”.

“The police force is working actively on the
ground due to the Coronavirus pandemic. They
have to maintain not only law and order but also
help enforce the Covid restrictions. Besides, this
month there are festivals like Gudi Padwa, Ram
Navami, Mahavir Jayanti and the start of the
Ramadan month,” Walse-Patil said.

Walse-Patil, who was a Speaker in the
Maharashtra Assembly Speaker in the past, said
that there was perfect coordination among the
three ruling alliance partners - Shiv Sena, NCP
and Congress “Together we are running the gov-
ernment,” he said.

Walse-Patil also said that the Maharashtra
government would challenge the Bombay High
Court’s order instituting a “Preliminary Enquiry”
(PE) by the CBI into the charges of corruption
made against Deshmukh by Mumbai’s former
Police Commissioner Param Bir Singh.
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India finds itself on the
wrong side of the fence not for
the first time though our diplo-
mats are confident they can
navigate the situation, thanks to
the lessons learnt in the 1980s
and 1990s. They are forgetting
that Myanmar 2021 is very dif-
ferent from those days when
people were poor and malnour-
ished; today, they have a present
and future from the gains of
democracy between 2011-2020.
The CDM believes it is succeed-
ing in denying control of phys-
ical space and economy to the
junta. In the forefront of street
mobilisation are women, con-
fronting the police every day.
The CDM is pitching a non-
violent campaign that is being
projected as a front-runner for
the Nobel Peace Prize, 2022. It
has attracted $7 mn worth of
support from well-wishers.

If the fighting intensifies
between the EAOs and junta, it
would engage not only the mil-
itary against unarmed internal
resistance but also three main
dissident armed groups in the
border regions — Karens,
Kachins and Arakanese
(Brotherhood Alliance) besides
possibly other EAOs. A multi-
ple front engagement would
stretch the military and lead to
civil war. The UN special envoy

on Myanmar, Christine
Burgene, told the 15-member
UNSC on March 31 that the
military was not capable of
managing the country and
warned that the situation could
worsen into a bloodbath. China’s
muted criticism of the coup has
led to anti-Chinese sentiment,
resulting in 32 Chinese-owned
factories being gutted. Beijing’s
main concern is the security of
the 770-km-long gas and oil
pipelines worth $2.5 bn from
the Yunan province to the
Rakhine State as well as 38 pro-
jects linked to the China-
Myanmar Economic Corridor.
Beijing is also the lead player in
the recent diplomatic moves
between the junta and Asean.

Myanmar’s economy will
soon be in tatters. The US sanc-
tions have resulted in the sus-
pension of bilateral trade and
investment agreement, pre-
vented the Generals from with-
drawing $1 bn from the Federal
Reserve Bank of New York and
targeted Generals and police
chiefs and their businesses.
Next could be the Generalised
System of Preferences (GSPs)
under which 5,000 products
carry zero tariff. Japan, which
provides the biggest develop-
ment assistance — $1.8 bn in
2019 — is transferring its busi-

ness from military holdings to
civilian companies. Whether
combined resistance for the first
time against the military results
in the defeat of the junta is hard
to tell. The Buddhist monks
who led the saffron revolution
in 2007 have not taken sides.
India has taken a clear position:
To not criticise the military for
the coup but condemn violence
against the CDM. This is not an
ethical stance that India can
sustain. But it has insurgency-
related security interests along
the border with Myanmar,
strategic connectivity projects
of its ‘Act East’ policy and
Indo-Pacific strategy as well as
concerns about China boosting
its influence at India’s cost,
especially when the military
looks towards India to balance
China. Given these conflicting
interests, New Delhi has to
appear, and be even-handed, in
reaching out to the CRPH and
Myanmarese people. The
Generals require a face-saving
exit, not a protracted urban
conflict or civil war.

(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander,
IPKF South, Sri Lanka, and
founder member of the Defence
Planning Staff, currently the
Integrated Defence Staff. The
views expressed are personal.)
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In his book, Coup d’Etat,
Edward Luttwak says that
the coup is a more wide-
spread way of changing

governments than elections. In
Myanmar, it is the coup-maker,
the military itself, which has
rubbished “rigged elections”
pledging to hold fresh elections
in its vision of transition to a dis-
ciplined democracy — probably
rule by military in civilian
clothes, somewhat like the
Thailand model. The coup is
being contested by the youth —
Generation Z — who are below
20 years and have grown up
under democratic rule since
2011. They are remote-con-
trolled by a leaderless Civil
Disobedience Movement
(CDM), linked closely to the
Committee Representing
National Parliament (CRPH)
— the government-in-exile of
recently-elected NLD lawmak-
ers. Joining the alliance with fire
power are at least eight Ethnic
Armed Organisations (EAOs)
who have broken the ceasefire.
This combined resistance has
forced the military to declare a
unilateral month-long suspen-
sion of operations against the
EAOs from April 1. Two months
on, has the coup backfired?

On March 27, the Generals
celebrated the Armed Forces
Day when the single biggest
carnage killed 114 protestors
across 44 townships in Myanmar.
Attending the parade was Col
Ketan Mohite, the Indian
Defence Attaché, among officers
from Russia, China, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Thailand, Laos and
Vietnam. The incumbent Army
chief, Gen MM Naravane, was a
Defence Attaché more than a
decade ago, such is the geostrate-
gic significance of Myanmar for
India. Two days later, the Defence
chiefs of Australia, Canada,
Denmark, Germany, Greece,
Italy, Japan, Netherlands, New
Zealand, South Korea, the UK
and the US issued a collective
statement condemning the use of
lethal force against unarmed
people by the Myanmar Armed
Forces. It urged the MAF to cease
violence and work to restore the
respect and credibility it has
lost through its actions.

SOUNDBITE
���������	�
�	�������	���������	
Sir —The Centre on Tuesday said the
Coronavirus is spreading at a fast pace and
stressed that the next four weeks are going
to be very critical. It urged the people to
follow COVID-appropriate behaviour.
This situation has developed because peo-
ple were not following the rules of wear-
ing masks properly or maintaining social
distancing. Earlier in the day, the Delhi
Government imposed a curfew from 10
pm to 5 am till April 30 in the wake of ris-
ing cases. Officials also took into account
large gatherings at restaurants and clubs
at night. 

The lockdown would be trouble for
the people as the municipal and civil vol-
unteers deployed to keep check on viola-
tors during the curfew will likely harass
innocent people in the name of following
the rules and regulations. What is worri-
some is that the COVID-19 situation in
India has turned grim with the country’s
daily count crossing the 1 lakh -mark for
the first time since the pandemic struck
last year. Daily COVID-19 cases in India
increased fivefold to over 1,00,000 from
20,000 in just two weeks. Maharashtra, the
worst hit State, alone accounted for more
than half of India’s total cases daily. The
State even imposed night curfew recent-
ly and announced weekend lockdowns to
break the chain. States like Punjab,
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh,
Kerala and Tamil Nadu have announced
several restrictions, including night cur-
fews and curbs on the movement of peo-
ple, in order to limit the spread of the sec-
ond wave of the Coronavirus infection.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai

�����������	���	�	����	����	
Sir — Maharashtra Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh has tendered his resignation
and it is a good move, though late. He has
cited moral grounds in his resignation let-
ter to Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray
which shows that he is concerned with the
reputation of the Government. 

However, questions are being raised

about the timing of the resignation which
came only after the Bombay High Court
ordered a preliminary inquiry by the CBI
into the allegations of corruption against
the State Home Minister. All culprits, irre-
spective of their position in the
Government, must be held accountable
for their crimes, be it financial or in any
other form. 

Thackeray should have asked for his
resignation much earlier. But his silence
in the case will prove only counterproduc-
tive to the image of the Shiv Sena, whose
chief he is. We must keep in mind that the
law is above all. 

CK Maniam  | Coimbatore 

��������	�������	��	������
	
Sir — Putting the burgeoning economy
to a grinding halt all over again by foist-
ing a complete lockdown is no way to
contain the infection (even in certain dis-

tricts). The Governments—both the
Centre and States — have to contemplate
which restrictions can actually curtail the
spread of the virus. For instance, there is
no sense in shutting the industries by not
letting labourers reach their workplaces.
The key spreader or super spreader areas
are the local markets.

We must all follow the COVID-19
rules and regulations to keep the infec-
tion at bay. It is also the only way to avoid
a complete lockdown which will break the
back of our economy permanently. The
Government should not think of impos-
ing a complete lockdown as any such
move will bring immense hardships to the
people. 

Priyanshu Sharma |Ujjain 
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As the World Health Day 2021 is being
observed, the World Health Organisation
(WHO) called for building a fairer and

healthier world, as the COVID-19 pandemic has
exposed the stark reality that ‘our world is an
unequal one’. The pandemic has hit all countries
hard, but its impact has been the harshest on
those communities which were already vulner-
able, who are more exposed to diseases, less like-
ly to have access to quality healthcare services and
more likely to experience adverse consequences
as a result of measures implemented to contain
the pandemic.

Now, has the “gender difference” in this
“unfair world” acted as an impediment to
women in enjoying the standards of health on a
par with that of men? Perhaps, yes! According
to the WHO, women face systemic marginalisa-
tion and are confronted with attitudinal and envi-
ronmental barriers. 

The gender norms determine life opportuni-
ties, health, well-being of an individual but gen-
der parity in global health decision-making is more
than a half century away, stated the Global Health
50/50’s, 2020 Report. Women, despite shouldering
the prime responsibilities as healthcare givers,
found themselves at the lower rung of the leader-
ship, being only 22 per cent on Fortune 500 health-
care executive teams and boards since 2015. In such
an unequal world, the UN Women has urged for
taking gender into consideration in the current
health and socio-economic recovery process.

Now, with regard to the pandemic’s disease bur-
den, the early analysis of the fatality rate indicat-
ed that it was higher among men and lesser mor-
tality among women has been attributed to bio-
logical factors. Surprisingly, India witnessed a dif-
ferential trend, registering a higher fatality rate for
women (3.3 per cent) as compared to men (2·9 per
cent). A recent study analysed that the divergent
trend could be due to the “women’s lesser access
to testing, health services and hospitals and over
reliance on hospital-level data”, since the previous
India-specific studies showed “acute gender gap in
availing health benefits and women having lower
chances of hospital admission than men”. 

In the year 2020, the world celebrated the 25th
anniversary of the Beijing Declaration, which pro-
claimed sexual and reproductive rights and safe
motherhood as basic human rights. Nevertheless,
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)
(1990-2015) target of reducing the maternal mor-
tality ratio (MMR) by 75 per cent remains
unreached as only a decline of 44 per cent has been
registered. Now, a new goal of bringing it down
to less than 70 per 1,00,000 live births by 2030 has
been set under the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).  Sadly, worldwide 14 per cent of all mater-
nal deaths still occur due to unsafe abortions and
in 2017 about 810 women died every day of pre-
ventable pregnancy and childbirth-related causes
and 20 per cent of them are from India, says the
United Nations International Children’s Emergency
Fund (UNICEF). 

India, at the turn of the millennium, launched
a number of targeted Sexual and Reproductive
Health (SRH) interventions, which helped in reduc-
ing the MMR from 122 in 2015-17 to 113 in 2016-
18 and raised the rate of institutional deliveries from

18 per cent in 2005 to 79 per cent
in 2016. Nonetheless, field studies
revealed that the distribution of
maternal healthcare services was
iniquitous, benefitting 95 per cent of
the economically well-off house-
holds, as against 59 per cent from the
worse-off households. 

Safe motherhood stands as a big
challenge in India because of large-
scale prevalence of anaemia among
women, 53.1 per cent for non-
pregnant and 50.3 per cent in case
of pregnant women (as per National
Family Health Survey NFHS-4).
Among the India’s about 189.2 mil-
lion undernourished people, a
majority are women and children.
The survival of a girl is also fraught
with many challenges and a girl child
is likely to survive only in five out
of 29 States (Sample Registration
System (SRS), 2017). The Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) pro-
gramme, during the past six years,
could make only marginal improve-
ments, in enhancing the sex ratio at
birth (SRB) from 918 in 2014-15 to
934 in 2019-20. Though women’s
average life expectancy at birth
recorded an upward turn in 2018, a
significant improvement from the
past decade, yet, it grew at a much
slower pace compared to men (SRS,
2019). The recently passed Medical
Termination of Pregnancy (MTP)
Amendment Bill, 2020, has been
dubbed by many as an effort to “con-
trol women’s reproductive and sex-
ual rights” and “smacks of patriar-
chal biases”.

In the face of a shift in epidemi-
ological disease burden from com-

municable diseases (CDs) to non-
communicable diseases (NCDs),
women’s mortality due to NCDs reg-
istered a significant increase from 38
per cent to 60 per cent, from1990 -
2013. In India, heart attacks, stroke
and respiratory diseases have
become the top seven out of 10 caus-
es of women’s mortality with an
overall prevalence rate of 62 per
1,000 women and 36 per 1,000 men.
Though Indian women suffer from
a greater disease burden, yet the
common perception prevails that
the NCDs are the “diseases of men”.
Such myths stand in the way of
women receiving the appropriate
drug therapy, diagnostic or thera-
peutic procedures.

The issues concerning mental
illnesses among women, as one
among the NCDs, received scant
attention till the WHO in 2017
apprised that women had a morbid-
ity rate of 13.3 per cent, as against
12.6 per cent in men. Indian women
have been found to be two-three
times at greater risk of being affect-
ed from depression, phobic anxiety
disorders and obsessive compulsive
disorders. The National Mental
Health Survey (NMHS) 2015-
16,found that such mental ailments
are related to gender-specific risk
factors like gender-based violence,
socio-economic disadvantage and
unremitting responsibility for the
care of others. Due to the stigma
attached to such illnesses, there is
hardly any sex-specific data,
while,housewives were found to be
the largest demographic group
amongst suicide deaths, consis-

tently about 20 per cent for the last
25 years as per the data by the
National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB).

As is being said, crises affect
women and girls disproportionate-
ly; in the COVID-19 pandemic also,
they lived through harrowing expe-
riences for a variety of reasons like
increased care work, domestic vio-
lence, lack of access to health ser-
vices, food insecurity, job losses et
al. CARE International, in a first-of-
its-kind research in nearly 40 coun-
tries, found that 27 per cent of
women reported an increase in
mental illnesses — compared to
only 10 per cent of men. Also, 41 per
cent of women and 30 per cent of
men have reported not having
enough food. 

The World Food Programme
forewarned that women are likely to
bear the major burden of hunger, as
60 per cent of the hungry people in
the world are women and girls,
while the 2020 Global Nutrition
Report appealed to nations in
addressing the inequity in the access
to food to end malnutrition. 

The United Nations Population
Fund’s estimation of around seven
million unwanted pregnancies glob-
ally, and a little over two million in
India alone, is likely to create
adverse repercussions on women’s
physical and mental wellbeing. As
the health of women and girls
determines the global prosperity
and welfare, the healthcare systems
around the world must heed their
specific needs, and allow them to sit
across the table as decision-makers. 
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The emergence of
Bangladesh as a sizeable
pharma power in recent

years has triggered an animat-
ed discussion in the Indian
pharma community. A section
of the Indian drug and pharma
community may be of the view
that the rising Bangladeshi
pharmaceutical industry is an
imminent challenge and threat
to the prospects and growth of
the Indian pharmaceutical sec-
tor, particularly in the context of
its export markets. The question
that arises is whether a political-
ly-friendly neighbour that has
embarked on a similar path of
producing generic medicines
should be treated as an ally or
a competitor?

While India has a domes-
tic pharma market size of over
$20 billion and is expected to
touch $100 billion mark by
2025, Bangladesh’s current $3.5
billion industry is likely to
touch a modest $6 billion by the

same year. India is home to
more than 3,000 pharma com-
panies and is the source of over
60,000 generic brands, while
Bangladesh has 273 pharmaceu-
tical companies and manufac-
tures around 450 generic drugs,
accounting for 5,300 registered
brands. That India hosts the
largest number of US Food
and Drug Administration
(FDA)-compliant pharma
plants outside the US at more
than 262 compared to
Bangladesh’s four plants (until
2018), illustrates the headroom
available for Bangladesh to
prosper and grow.The difference
in size notwithstanding there are
several ways in which the phar-
ma industries of both the coun-
tries can cooperate, leading to a
win-win situation for both.

Contract Research/ R&D
Expertise: India has a strong
presence in terms of contract
research with over 80 Contract
Research Organisations (CROs)

in the country. Given
Bangladesh’s emphasis and
focus on formulations, India’s
advanced and experienced CRO
ecosystems can not only help
with pre-clinical and clinical tri-
als to test and establish the effi-
cacy of a drug with solid data
but also in terms of regulatory
submissions for new product
development, process develop-
ment, novel dosage forms and
conducting human studies
along with post-marketing sur-
veillance and quality monitor-
ing services. 

Notably, Bangladesh has
about 150 companies for mak-
ing formulations, with 30 of
them  involved in exports.
India’s relative strength in
Research and Development
(R&D) segment can be a valu-
able asset to the Bangladeshi
pharma sector. From the stand-
point of the Indian companies,
they can even consider joint
projects with Bangladeshi com-

panies for patented formulations
fully utilising the Agreement on
Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights
(TRIPS)-related exemption until
2033 granted to Bangladesh as
a Least Developed Country
(LDC).

APIs Drive Collaboration:
Even as India has embarked
upon a massive indigenisation
programme for production of
Active Pharmaceutical
Ingredients (APIs) through clus-
tering and product-linked

incentives (PLIs), Bangladesh
too in recent years has displayed
a similar inclination and sought
to encourage production
domestically, albeit in limited
terms, by way of corporate tax
holidays, waivers on Value-
Added Tax (VAT), cash incen-
tive on minimum prescribed
value addition and extended
term loans. In addition to the
fact that India already supplies
30 per cent of its APIs to
Bangladesh, both the countries
can explore joint ventures and
technology-sharing or transfer
partnerships for their respective
indigenisation programs. By
availing of the faster environ-
mental clearances as well as the
longer patent holiday in
Bangladesh, Indian pharma
companies can substantially
bring down production costs. 

Traditional Medicine:
Significantly, traditional medi-
cine has constituted an integral
part of health policy and sys-

tems in both countries. While
producing over 8,000 medicinal
plants used for herbal medi-
cines, India has institution-
alised the popularity and accep-
tance of a range of traditional
medicinal systems such as
ayurveda, yoga, naturopathy,
unani, siddha, homeopathy and
sowa-rigpa through the for-
mation of a separate Ministry of
Ayurveda, Yoga & Naturopathy,
Unani, Siddha and
Homoeopathy (AYUSH).
Similarly, Bangladesh too
accords a high place in its phar-
ma programmes to the alterna-
tive unani, ayurvedic, homeo-
pathic and Herbal systems.
Notably, extensive cooperation
on promoting Indian tradition-
al medicines in Bangladesh as
well as facilitating knowledge
transfer has been underway
since 2014 itself when a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was
signed between the two coun-

tries. This in itself presents a
huge opportunity for further
collaboration.

Further, India and
Bangladesh can together tack-
le the menace of smuggling,
spurious medicines and drug
abuse. Therefore, there are a
whole gamut of subjects on
which the two Governments as
well as their pharma industries
can cooperate. The recent ini-
tiatives on COVID-19 clinical
trials and capacity building for
vaccine development under-
line the enduring spirit of col-
laboration between the two
countries. This spirit far out-
weighs any semblance of com-
petition that may arise from the
two simultaneously accessing
regulated markets for export of
generics. In fact, this healthy
competition must also be wel-
comed as it would inevitably
grow the status and importance
of the region as a major phar-
maceutical hub.
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Yangon: Authorities in
Myanmar arrested the coun-
try's best-known comedian on
Tuesday as they continue to
crack down on people they
accuse of helping incite
nationwide protests against
February's military coup.

The comedian Zarganar
was taken from his home in
Yangon by police and soldiers
who arrived in two army vehi-
cles, fellow comedian
Ngepyawkyaw said on his own
Facebook page.

Zarganar, 60, is a sharp-
tongued satirist who has been
in and out of prison since he
was active in a failed 1988 pop-

ular uprising against a previous
military dictatorship. 

He is also well known for
his social work, 
especially arranging assistance
for victims of Cyclone Nargis in
2008.

In the past week, the junta
has issued arrest warrants for at
least 60 people active in the
fields of literature, film, theater
arts, music and journalism on
charges of spreading informa-
tion that undermines the sta-
bility of the country and the
rule of law. It was not imme-
diately clear what Zarganar,
whose real name is Maung
Thura, has been charged with.

Many ordinary protesters
and activists are also being
arrested every day, according to
numerous reports on social
media.

In Mandalay, the coun-

try''s second-biggest city, secu-
rity forces used stun grenades
and fired guns Tuesday to
break up a march by medical
workers who have defiantly
continued to protest almost
every day against the Feb. 1
coup that ousted the elected
government of Aung San Suu
Kyi. The army''s takeover set
back Myanmar''s gradual
return to democracy after five
decades of military rule.

A participant who asked to
remain anonymous for his own
safety told The Associated Press
that doctors, nurses and med-
ical students were attacked as
they gathered at about 5 a.m. by
security forces who also used
cars to run into protesters on
motorbikes. The online 
news site The Irrawaddy
reported that four doctors were
arrested.

At least 570 protesters and
bystanders, including 47 chil-
dren, have been killed in the
crackdown since the takeover,
according to the Assistance
Association for Political
Prisoners, which monitors
casualties and arrests. The
group says 2,728 people,
including Suu Kyi, are in deten-
tion.

Activists have begun orga-
nizing a boycott of next week''s
official celebration of
Thingyan, the country''s tradi-
tional New Year, usually a time
for family reunions and merry-
making.

In leaflets and social media
posts, they are imploring peo-
ple not to hold any Thingyan
celebrations, saying it would be
disrespectful to “fallen martyrs”
to enjoy the festival.

AP
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CHICAGO: Seven people were
shot and wounded in a Chicago
neighborhood in a burst of gun
violence during what's shaping
up to be one of the city's most
violent years in memory, 
police said.

The seven were involved in
a fight on the sidewalk when
shots were fired about 11:10
p.m. Monday in the Englewood
neighborhood on Chicago’s
South Side, police said. A 39-
year-old woman was hospital-
ized in serious condition after
she was shot in the arm and
abdomen, police said.

Five men were hospitalized
in fair condition, while anoth-
er person was in good condi-
tion after walking into a hos-
pital in the Cook County sub-

urb of Harvey with a gunshot
wound to the leg, police said.

No one was in custody
Tuesday morning and detec-
tives were investigating.

The shooting comes amid
recent violence in the city. The
day before, on Easter Sunday,
separate shootings across
Chicago left seven people dead
and at least 10 more with gun-
shot wounds.

Last week, a 13-year-old
boy, Adam Toledo, was fatally
shot by a Chicago police offi-
cer after he ran from officers
while carrying a handgun. He
died at the scene March 29 and
a gun was recovered. Mayor
Lori Lightfoot said Monday
that she had directed the
Chicago Police Department to

capture and bring to justice
whoever gave the boy the
handgun.

Just last week, the depart-
ment reported that by the end
of March there were 131 homi-
cides compared with 98 for the
same period last year. And the
number of shootings had
already climbed past the 700
mark — more than 200 more
than had been recorded during
the first three months of last
year.

Those totals and the week-
end slayings puts the city on a
pace to eclipse the 769 homi-
cides in 2020, which was the
deadliest year in all but one
year in the previous two
decades.

AP
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Israeli President Reuven Rivlin
on Tuesday asked Prime

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
to form a Government two
weeks after the country's fourth
election in two years also ended
in a stalemate.

Rivlin entrusted the
longest-serving Prime Minister
with the task after Netanyahu
received the most recommen-
dations during post-election
talks with party leaders, reports
dpa news agency.

The President emphasised
that while none of the 13 groups
represented in parliament cur-
rently held a majority,
Netanyahu had slightly better
chances of forming a coalition.

However, it was not an easy
decision to put Netanyahu in
charge of forming the govern-
ment again, given he is being
tried for corruption, Rivlin said.

Netanyahu, the first sitting

premier in Israel's history to
stand trial, is accused of bribery,
fraud and breach of trust in
three separate cases.

Prosecutors allege that he
systematically accepted expen-
sive gifts and tried to improve
media coverage of him in return
for favours.

Voters were again evenly
split in the last election, giving
no candidate a clear path to vic-
tory. As before, the split lies
between a bloc supporting
Netanyahu and a group of other
parties hoping to oust the long-
serving leader.
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Since the time the Biden
administration has taken

over, Pakistan has been putting
its efforts to reset its relations
with the US through a trans-
formational phase, but all its
efforts have been met with a
lukewarm response.

The Imran Khan-led dis-
pensation had hoped to opt for
a transactional relationship
with the new US administra-
tion, knowing that 
President Joe Biden knew
Pakistan well as the Vice
President earlier, and had a bet-
ter knowledge of the country,
which Islamabad felt would
pave the way for a better under-
standing.

Pakistan's efforts were
focused on resetting ties with
the US on the basis of securi-
ty and economic cooperation.
However, government officials
now admit that the effort has
been met with a cold shoulder
so far.

Ankara: European
Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen and European
Council President Charles
Michel are heading to Turkey
on Tuesday for talks with
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan in an effort to reset
strained relations.

In addition to meeting the
Turkish President, the EU offi-
cials also have discussions
scheduled with representatives
of the International
Organization for Migration
and other UN bodies, reports
dpa news agency.

These meetings are likely to
cover EU financial support for
Syrian refugees in Turkey, as
well as Ankara's recent with-
drawal from the Istanbul con-
vention on tackling violence
against women.

Last month, EU leaders
offered to discuss updating
Turkey's 25-year-old customs
union with the bloc and extend
their migration pact with
Ankara, as long as their neigh-
bour continues to engage "con-
structively". IANS
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The US is looking into how
it can share more vaccine

resources with other 
countries in future, Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said.

"We believe that we'll be in
a position to do much more on
this front. I know that many
countries are asking for the US
to do more, some with grow-
ing desperation, because of
the scope and scale 
of their Covid emergencies,"
dpa news agency quoted
Antony Blinken as saying on
Monday.

"We hear you. And I
promise we're moving as fast as
possible," the Secretary of State
added.

The US government has
made it a priority to vaccinate
its own population first, which
has seen President Joe Biden
accused of continuing the
"America First" doctrine of his
predecessor Donald Trump
and of making it difficult for
poorer countries to obtain 
vaccines.

London: UK Prime Minister
Boris Johnson has confirmed
that from April 12, non-essen-
tial shops will reopen and pubs
and restaurants will restart
outdoor dining as the country
moves to step two of the
roadmap out of the Covid-19
lockdown.

Barbers as well as gyms and
spas can reopen, along with
zoos, theme parks, libraries
and community centres, reports
Xinhua news agency.

"The net result of your
efforts and of course the vac-
cine rollout is that I can today
confirm that from Monday
April 12, we will move to step
two of our road map."

The statement came as
Johnson was addressing a vir-
tual Downing Street press con-
ference to give an update on his
government's anti-covid plan.

"But we can't be compla-
cent we see the waves of sick-
ness afflicting other countries,
we've seen how this story goes
we still don't know how strong
the vaccine shield will be when
the cases begin to rise as I'm
afraid they will," he said. IANS

Colombo: Sri Lankan
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
has imposed an immediate
ban on the import of palm oil
and ordered the gradual
removal of the crops, in a
move to eliminate the envi-
ronmentally harmful cultiva-
tions in the country, an official
said on Tuesday.

Rajapaksa on Monday
ordered his officials to pro-
mulgate laws preventing fresh
imports of palm oil, releasing
imported stocks to the markets
and gradually starting to
uproot palm plantations, dpa
news agency reveal.

"The objective of the
President is to free the country
of use of palm oil and eradicate
palm cultivations from the
country," the spokesperson
said. IANS

Riyadh: Only pilgrims and
worshippers who have been
vaccinated against the novel
coronsvirus or have recovered
will be allowed into the Grand
Mosque in Mecca, Saudi
Arabias Ministry of Hajj and
Umrah announced.

Permits for Umrah (Islamic
pilgrimage to Mecca) and to
visit the Grand Mosque will be
granted to those who have
received two Covid vaccine
jabs; those who have received
a first dose at least 14 days
before their visit to Medina and
Mecca; and those who have had
the virus and recovered, Arab
News quoted the Ministry as
saying on Monday.

Before embarking on a
trip, a visitor's vaccination sta-
tus will have to be registered on
Saudi Arabia's Covid app,
'Tawakkalna', which was
launched last year to track the
Covid situation.

According to the Ministry,
the people who wish to visit the
two mosques or perform
Umrah will have to register via
the Tawakkalna app and the
Umrah app, 'Eatmarna'.

It added that the two apps
are the only platforms that
issue genuine permits.

Nearly 10,000 Grand
Mosque workers have already
been inoculated as part of the
Ramadan operational plan,
Arab News reported. Five areas
will be available for prayers at
the Grand Mosque.

More than 13 million wor-
shippers wearing masks and
observing physical distancing
rules have visited the mosques
since the seven-month prayer
and Umrah suspension was lift-
ed last October. IANS
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Significant achievements dur-
ing the year have been the

establishment of the regular
supply of the “Sharang”
upgunned 155mm x 45 calibre
artillery gun, the handing over
of the first T-72 tank after the
second overhaul (25-30 years'
service) and the handing over
of the first T-90 tank after the
first overhaul. Ordnance
Factory Board has achieved
allotted target for  FY 2020-21.

The successful clearance of
the user trials by the Joint
Venture Protective Carbine
(JVPC), the grant of the bulk
production clearance for the
heavy drop P-7 parachute, and
the clearance fortrials of the
brake parachute for the AJT
Hawk trainer constitute sig-
nificant milestones.

The handing over of the
first lot of the bullet resistant
jackets to the Tamil Nadu
police and 40 mm ammunition
for the Under Barrel Grenade
Launcher (UBGL) to the BSF
during theAtmanirbhar Bharat
week during August 2020 were
highly appreciated. On the
export front, apart from
exports to Bangladesh and
Myanmar.
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India's economy is projected
to grow at the historically

high level of 12.5 per cent this
fiscal year, but the International
Monetary Fund's (IMF) Chief
Economist Gita Gopinath cau-
tioned that the current wave of
the pandemic “is quite con-
cerning.”

The growth projection was
raised on the basis of “evidence
we were getting in the last cou-
ple of months in terms of the
normalisation of economic
activity,” she said at the release
of the World Economic
Outlook (WEO) report on
Tuesday in Washington.

“These numbers precede
the current wave of the virus,
which is quite concerning,”
she added.

With the unprecedented
growth rate projection of 12.5
per cent not seen in modern
times, India also regains its sta-
tus as the world's fastest grow-
ing economy, according to the
WEO.

Malhar Nabar, the Division
Chief in IMF's Research

Department, said, “The current
forecast that we have already
takes a fairly conservative view
on the sequential growth for
the Indian economy for this
year.”

“But it's true that with this
very worrying uptick in
(COVID-19) cases that poses
very severe downside risks to
the growth outlook for the
economy,” he added.

The WEO projected India's
gross domestic product (GDP)
growth to moderate to 6.9 per
cent in next fiscal year, while
still retaining the top growth
rate spot.

Any elation over the his-
torically high rate is, however,
moderated by the fact of India's
negative growth rate of 8 per
cent during 2020-21.

The growth rate projection
for 2021-22 is 1 per cent high-
er than the 11.5 per cent pro-
jection made by the IMF in
January and 5.1 per cent more
than the 7.4 per cent in April
last year.The previous highest
GDP growth rate in modern
times for India was recorded in
2010 at 10.3 per cent, and the

records before that were 9.8 per
cent set in 2007 and 9.6 in 1988,
according to IMF data.

The IMF growth rate pro-
jection for India is nearly in line
with the 12.6 per cent from the
Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development
(OECD) last month.

Gopinath struck a note of
optimism for the world econ-
omy, which was projected by
the IMF to grow by 6 per cent
this year, an increase of 0.5 per
cent from the January figure.

She wrote in a foreword to
the WEO, “Even with high
uncertainty about the path of
the pandemic, a way out of this
health and economic crisis is
increasingly visible.”

“Adaptation to pandemic
life has enabled the global
economy to do well despite
subdued overall mobility, lead-
ing to a stronger-than-antici-
pated rebound, on average,
across regions,” she added.

However, she also warned,
“A high degree of uncertainty
surrounds these projections,
with many possible downside
and upside risks.
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Fund infusion by private
equity funds declined

almost 8 per cent in the March
quarter this year to USD 3.44
billion across 260 deals, accord-
ing to industry data.  

Though the value of pri-
vate equity investments
declined 7.7 per cent in Q1, the
number of deals soared by 44
per cent to 260 from 180 in Q1
of 2020, show the data collat-
ed by the London Stock
Exchange Group-owned
Refinitiv that tracks global
financial transactions and mar-
ket action. 

Overall, 2020 saw the high-
est number of deals since 2010
with 810 private equity deals
worth USD 34.44 billion.
Software companies attracted
the maximum PE interest in

Q1 this year with USD 1,348
million equity invested com-
pared to internet-specific com-
panies in Q1 of 2020 with
USD 2,053 million equity
investment.

Fundraising in Q1 stood at
USD 1,605 million compared
to USD 670 million (USD) in
Q1 2020, an increase of 139 per
cent year-on-year.

The top deals are
the USD 460 million raised by
Think & Learn from five funds,
followed by Dream11 Fantasy
- USD 266.67 million from two
funds, Zomato - USD 230 mil-
lion from four PEs,
Finnovation Tech USD 145
million from 6 funds, Stelis
Biopharma - USD 125 million
from 5 funds, and Zetwerk -
USD 120 million from five
funds, according to Refinitiv
data.

Mumbai:The Reserve Bank is
expected to retain key lending
rates on the back of inflation-
ary pressure along with high
bond yields during the first
monetary policy review of
FY22, experts contended.

Similarly, RBI's monetary
policy committee (MPC) is
likely to maintain the current
accommodative stance due to
growth concerns amidst resur-
gence of Covid-19.In a poll
conducted by IANS, econo-
mists and industry experts
cited rising inflation as a key
factor halting any further mon-
etary policy easing.”No change
is expected in policy rate. Status
quo is expected for the next 6-
9 months,” Sunil Kumar Sinha,
Principal Economist, India
Ratings & Research, told IANS.

“OMOs will also continue
to stabilise the yields which

have gone up after the govern-
ment announced additional
borrowing of Rs 800 in FY21.”

Notably, the country's CPI
based inflation rose to 5 per
cent YoY in February from 4.1
per cent in January.

Likewise, food and bever-
age price growth gained 4.3 per
cent from 2.7 per cent in
January.The core CPI exclud-
ing food, fuel and light was up
5.6 per cent in February, from
5.3 per cent in January.”MPC in
its upcoming meeting will con-
tinue to reaffirm the accom-
modative monetary policy
despite the global increase in
bond yields amidst concerns of
a quicker than expected nor-
malisation in the markets of
developed economies,” said
Suman Chowdhury, Chief
Analytical Officer at Acuite
Ratings and Research.

PTI: After starting on a weak
note, equity benchmark Sensex
rebounded over 300 points in
early trade on Tuesday, track-
ing gains in index heavyweights
HDFC twins, Infosys and
ICICI Bank.

The 30-share BSE index
pared its initial losses and
rebounded 313.14 points or
0.64 per cent to 49,472.46, and
the broader NSE Nifty
advanced 99.80 points or 0.68
per cent to 14,737.60.

PowerGrid was the top
gainer in the Sensex pack, ris-
ing over 2 per cent, followed by
M&M, NTPC, IndusInd Bank,
Bajaj Finance, Sun Pharma,
Dr Reddy’s, ICICI Bank, HDFC
duo and Infosys

On the other hand, Titan
was the sole laggard.In the
previous session, Sensex fin-
ished at 49,159.32, down 870.51
points or 1.74 per cent, and
Nifty sank 229.55 points or 1.54
per cent to 14,637.80.

Foreign institutional
investors (FIIs) were net sellers
in the capital market as they
offloaded shares worth Rs
931.66 crore on Monday, as per

exchange data.According to V
K Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at Geojit
Financial Services, a significant
fundamental factor from the
market perspective is that the
US and China are leading the
global economic recovery. 

This is likely to translate
into earnings growth particu-
larly in emerging markets like
India.

“An important market
trend in India is the outper-
formance of small-mid cap
indices. 

While Nifty is up 4.7 per
cent YTD the small and mid-
cap indices are up by 14 per
cent and 15 per cent, respec-
tively. 

This outperformance is
likely to continue since there is
more value in this segment,” he
said.Further, he noted that
while rising COVID-19 cases is
a matter of concern, it is unlike-
ly to have a major economic
impact.Elsewhere in Asia,
bourses in Shanghai, Seoul
and Tokyo were trading on a
negative note in mid-session
deals.
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Resurgence of Covid infec-
tions along with re-impo-

sition of partial travel restric-
tions in some major states has
triggered a clamour among a
section of airlines for reduction
of flight capacity.

Accordingly, industry
insiders contend that rising
cases have severely impacted
demand leading to cancella-
tions.

Notably, the Centre till
now has allowed airlines to
deploy 80 per cent capacity.

The domestic sector was
reopened on May 25, 2020
with a limited capacity of only
33 per cent.

Since then the operational
capacity has only been
increased in-consonance with
rising passenger traffic.

“Covid cases have risen
dramatically and loads have
crashed drastically, thereby,
leading to cancellations.
Demand has been badly hit in
multiple states especially
Maharashtra,” a senior execu-
tive with a leading private air-

line told IANS.
“As more and more states

impose Covid based entry
restrictions, the situation will
only worsen. It's time that
capacity is reduced. It's impos-
sible to fly at 80 per cent right
now.”

According to a Mumbai
based industry insider: “All
airlines are bleeding heavily
and sustaining at these levels is
not viable. Many airlines are
mulling pay cuts.”

“Centre might have to
intervene again to impose cal-
ibrated capacity deployment to
save the industry.”

In the past week from
March 29 to April 4, a Crisil
note cited that daily cases shot-
up from 68,000 to over 1 lakh
- a whopping 52 per cent
increase.Besides, cases contin-
ue to be concentrated in
Maharashtra, which accounted
for 55 per cent of the new cases
in March 29 to April 4 week.

Consequently, the rising
cases, re-imposition of travel
restrictions is expected to have
a major negative impact on the
industry.
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The United States has said
that the recent Indian

emphasis on import substitu-
tion through a “Make in India”
campaign has epitomised the
challenges facing the bilateral
trade relationship.These com-
ments are part of the “2021
Trade Policy Agenda and 2020
Annual Report” released by the
US Trade Representative.

As per the document, dur-
ing 2020, the United States con-
tinued its engagement with
India to try to resolve long-
standing market access imped-
iments affecting U.S. exporters.

“While India’s large market,
economic growth, and progress
towards development make it
an essential market for many
U.S. exporters, a general and
consistent trend of trade-
restrictive policies have inhib-
ited the potential of the bilat-
eral trade relationship,” the
document said.

It said the recent Indian
emphasis on import substitu-
tion through a “Make in India”
campaign has epitomised the
challenges facing the bilateral
trade relationship.

Effective June 5, 2019, the
United States terminated India’s
eligibility under the
Generalized System of
Preferences (GSP) programme,
following a review of concerns
related to India’s compliance
with the GSP market access cri-
terion.Subsequent to the sus-
pension of India’s GSP benefits,
the United States and India
resumed intensive work in the
fall of 2019 aimed at producing
a package of meaningful mar-
ket access outcomes, and this
engagement continued
throughout 2020. U.S. objec-
tives in this negotiation includ-
ed resolution of various non-
tariff barriers, targeted reduc-
tion of certain Indian tariffs,
and other market access
improvements.
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GST is historical indirect tax
reform in India. There has

been a paradigm shift in the
Indirect Tax structure with the
GST rollout on July 1, 2017. It is
important to understand and
assimilate the new GST in India,
new compliances and the
changes in processes in operat-
ing business. To help profes-
sionals and aspirants with the
ongoing changes and to make
them GST experts many insti-
tutes have introduced the
Certification Course on GST.
The objective of this course is to
provide knowledge of practical
aspects of GST to all.

Here is the list of few online
certification courses for GST in
India.    

Henry Harvin: Henry
Harvin Education is India’s lead-
ing Edtech company. The GST
Certification Course gives a
360-degree insight on GST reg-
ulations, delivered by experts.
The course helps students to
understand practical issues faced
with GST with the focused FAQ
session, gain experience of com-
puter-based practical training on
GST, get knowledge on recent
amendments & their challenges
and resolve doubts on GST
during and after training. The
students get real-life cases and
experiences shared by GST
experts

Tax GuruEdu: TaxGuru
Edu, an educational wing of
TaxGuru offers Online
Certification Course on Goods
and Service Tax. Batch covers
detailed analysis of entire GST
law with special focus on
Effective GST Audits &
Reconciliation Statements, Filing
of Annual Returns, Handling
Assessments and
Comprehensive Analysis
of GST Amendment
Acts with Case
Studies. Certificate
from TaxGuruEdu
shall also be given
after the successful
clearance of the
exam.  Online
Course involves two classes a
week of 3.5 hrs for one month
(30 hrs detailed course). Fees:
�10,000 plus GST@18%.  The
online GST Certification Course
is conducted in English as well
as Hindi because the users are
from across India.

CA Club India: CA Club
India offers online GST
Certification Course which
focus on practical aspects of GST
with the support of the theoret-
ical knowledge of the law and
participants will be able to learn
all the basic to advance concepts
and prepare themselves for the
latest GST updates with this GST
online course. The objective of

this Course is to provide knowl-
edge of practical aspects of GST,
develop detailed understanding
of GST provisions with practi-
cal case studies, help students
with analysis of open and burn-
ing issues in GST, teach them
how to Prepare and file  GSTR-
9 and GSTR-9C amongst others.
The Online Course duration
offers 61 hours of video classes,

E-Book on GST in English
Language at �6,599.
On successful com-

pletion of the course
students are awarded e-

Certificate issued by
CAclubindia.

The Institute of
Company Secretaries

of India (ICSI): The ICSI, a
statutory body under the Act of
Parliament offers certificate
course in GST. The certificate
course in GST is an advanced
level course and shall test a can-
didate’s knowledge of various
concepts of GST along with the
transitional issues. In order to
give sufficient practical knowl-
edge of GST, the course has been
modeled with a combination of
web based study & self study fol-
lowed by an online examination.
The duration is 25 hours con-
ducted over four Sundays fol-
lowed by the online examina-
tion. The fee is �12,500 plus
taxes.
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The Centre for Disaster Management Studies

(CDMS), Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha
University has signed MoUs for academic col-
laborations with three reputed national and-
intenational organisations — National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF), MHA, Government
of India; Indian Institute of Remote Sensing
(IIRS), ISRO, Department of Space,
Government of India, Dehradun; and India
Japan Laboratories (IJL), Kio University, Japan.

During the MoU signing ceremony, SN
Pradhan, IPS,Director General, NDRF; Dr
PrakashChauhan, Director, IIRS, ISRO; Prof
Rajib Shaw, Director, IJL, Keio University; Atul
Garg, Director, Delhi Fire Services; AK Sengar,
IPS, IG, NDRF; BC Nayak, Retd IPS, Former
Special Director Intelligence, MHA; Anil
Sinha, IAS retd Founder Vice Chairman,
Bihar Disaster Management Authority were

present in the online/offline mode along with
officers from Delhi Fire Services, NDMA,
Indian Army and Deans/Directors of the
University. 

The MoU with IIRS will help in the train-
ing & education and high quality research in
Remote Sensing and GIS applications for the
students. 

While the MoU with IJL, Keio University
Japan, will help in climate change & disaster
risk reduction by use of emerging technolo-
gies like artificial intelligence, robotics, geo-
spatial technologies with scope of further joint
research in the field of Disaster Management.
And the MoU with NDRF will help in
exchange of resource persons, training and
joint case studies for the studentsof  CDMS,
GGSIPU on various aspects of Disaster
Management. 
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On Sunday morning, many people
woke up to the news of personal
data of over 500 million Facebook

users leaked over the Internet. The news
created a storm among the
Facebookholics and hence, raised sever-
al security concerns. Many decided to
take help from several websites to check
whether they are in the list of the leaked
user data.

“The case with Facebook happened
because of a security flaw. Usually, the
data breaches that we see in India, are
because of some vulnerabilities in the app.
Take for example, if the developer of an
app or a website has not been able to com-
pletely secure it  and has left loopholes,
the hacker can easily fetch information
and hack the data. In my experience, it
is mostly the Application Programming
Interface which are left vulnerable by the
developers and companies don’t spend
enough on security,” Ehraz Ahmed, an
ethical hacker, entrepreneur and a Fintech
professional, tells you.

Now this, of course, gives us a real-
ity check of how strong a cybersecurity
network we have and where we stand in
the field. 

From IT to finance and marketing,
no field has been spared by the wrath of
cyberattacks. Going ahead, it has become
critical for all IT professionals, specially,
to know security in and out. Every IT and
technology professional needs to be
involved in the process of safeguarding
data and equipped with devices and infra-
structure to counter these attacks. 

“Unfortunately, we are lacking in tal-
ent. This is going to continue to be a prob-
lem in the coming years if we don’t rec-
tify the quality of education and training
that our new cyber experts receive,”
Nikhil S Mahadeshwar, Co-founder &
CTO, Skynet Softtech Pvt Ltd, points out.

Ahmed too agrees with
Mahadeshwar and says that the advance-
ments in technology will drive the cyber-
security market. All our personal data
would be stored in the cloud and cyber-
security would be more important than
ever. 

“The rising security threats are a clear
reflection of the lack of talent in the
cybersecurity field. It has become imper-
ative that we start focusing on training
people on maintaining the basic securi-
ty policies. It will help fill the skills gap,”
Ahmed asserts. 

But, one and may be the only posi-
tive of all these security breaches can be
that it gives cybersecurity greater scope
as a career option. 

While, choosing a field is not much
of a task, the real labour starts when one
thinks of which course to opt for. With
cybersecurity being a vast field, it goes
without saying it has several courses on

offer. To make things less complicated,
students can begin with a certificate in
ethical hacking.

“The first step should be to learn pro-
gramming, without this one can’t aspire
to enter the field. The aspirants should
have a strong hold on, at least, the basics
of programming and then they can opt
for certificate courses,” Ahmed says.

Some of the courses students can
explore is certified ethical hacker (CEH)
which will give a students a broader per-
spective of the cybersecurity industry.
“After completion of this certification
course students can further select a spe-
cialisation from a variety of courses.
Security analysis, digital forensic inves-
tigator, threat analysis, malware analysis,
mobile forensic investigator and stoke
analysis are there to name a few. But hav-
ing said that, it is always recommended
to have a strong base and then opt for
other certifications,” Mahadeshwar tells
you.

The popular belief that cyberattacks
are often considered a risk, mainly, to
large corporations and conglomerates is

now changing as smaller businesses
have begun to report data breach cases
and system compromises.

“Smaller businesses are always an
easy target for the hackers because they
tend to not focus particularly on securi-
ty. This gives room to hackers to leak and
modify information. It proves that cyber-
security can’t be compromised at any cost
and all the firms — no matter large or
small — should invest in training their
workforce in cybersecurity,” Ahmed
explains.

In order to counter the increasing
cyberattacks, there is a need to introduce
cybersecurity as a subject in the school’s
curriculum. “Students should be taught
cybersecurity just like any other subjects.
There should be a dedicated chapter that
introduces them to the basics of the field,”
Ahmed says.

This will not only help in strength-
ening the professionals expertise, but will
also allow students to stay abreast with
the  latest happenings in the field. Hence,
resulting in more students taking up 
the course.
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The Institute of Nutrition

and Fitness Sciences (INFS),
the largest online fitness insti-
tute, invites applications for
Diploma in Nutrition and
Fitness (DNF), with pre-book-
ings started for the first batch
from March 24, 2021. The
diploma covers the twin disci-
pline of Nutrition and Fitness
which will enable the students
to be successful fitness coach-
es/nutritionists. 

To successfully complete
the diploma course, a student
must complete 40 credits from
subjects that have been care-
fully chosen to make them a
successful coach. Besides the
Nutrition and Fitness content,
modules on diet psychology,
setting up a successful career,
and others are also included in
the course. Six credits are
assigned to an internship pro-
gramme where the students
guide real-life clients over a
period of four weeks.

How to apply: Log on to
https://infs.co.in/.
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The University of Sheffield,

UK invites applications for
MSc Biological and Bioprocess
Engineering course starting in
September 2021. 

Duration: One year 
Eligibility: Holders of a

three-year bachelor degree with
a minimum of 60 per cent or
first class in science, technol-
ogy and engineering from a
reputable university in science,
technology or engineering.
Overall IELTS score of 6.5
with a minimum of 6.0 in
each component, or equivalent.

How to apply: Log on to
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/post
g r a d u a t e / t a u g h t / c o u r s -
es/2021/biological-and-bio-
process-engineering-msc.
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The ed-tech start-up Board Infinity has launched English
Communication and soft skills programme under its live

1-on-1 sessions module. The students can opt for different
learning sessions which include 30, 60 and 100 Live 1-on-1
sessions packages. The aim is to provide every learner a per-
sonalised learning, leading to higher concentration levels and
better learning results. The courses are extremely flexible with
the number of sessions ranging from 30 to 100 depending on
the course the student chooses. 

Abhay Gupta, Co-Founder, Board infinity says: “The cor-
porates appreciate and are eager to employ job seekers who
possess not only knowledge but also skills, comprising com-
munication, critical thinking and problem-solving. Our plat-
form helps strengthen skills in and build confidence among
them.”

The students will be taught by the industry experts who
will learn about grammar, reading and listening comprehen-
sion, interpersonal and formal communication, public speak-
ing, vocabulary, group interaction activities, presentation skills,
accent modulation, resume building, LinkedIn & social
media profile building. The highlight of the programme is soft
skills such as positive body language, professional etiquette,
telephonic etiquette, negotiation skills, persuasion, and con-
flict management. These soft skills are essential to improve lives
and enrich relationships

The coaches for this programme are industry expert train-
ers, teachers, soft skills trainers, content writers who have had
a strong career journey working in educational institutions and
the corporate world. 
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Mergers of two giants is not
new news. In the past, there
have been some very big

mergers — the biggest has been the
Vodafone and Mannesmann. It took
place in 2000 and was worth over $180
billion. India, too, has seen its share
of giants joining hands. A case in
points is the acquisition between
Flipkart Group andWalmart India Pvt
Limited. 

In yet another merger, BYJU’S,
the ed-tech giant on Monday
announced its strategic partnership
with Aakash Educational Services
Limited (AESL), a leader in test prep
services.

This partnership brings together
two of the largest education brands in
India. It combines Aakash’s pedagogy
expertise in the test-prep segment
with BYJU’S content and tech capa-
bilities. This is not all, BYJU’S will
make further investments to acceler-
ate Aakash’s growth.

This is not the first time that
AESL has gone into a partnership, in
2019, it partnered with Blackstone to
create India’s largest digitally enabled,

omni-channel test preparation com-
pany. 

Byju Raveendran, founder-CEO,
BYJU’S said: “I am happy to have
AESL, a market leader and the most
trusted name in the test prep services,
on board with us. Our complemen-
tary strengths will enable us to build
capabilities, create engaging and per-
sonalised learning programmes. The
future of learning is hybrid and this
union will bring together the best of
offline and online learning, as we
combine our expertise to create
impactful experiences for students.”

The pandemic has brought the
importance of the blended format of
learning to the forefront. “As we
unite our forces to bring together
decades of expertise and experience,
this partnership will further acceler-
ate Aakash’s growth and success,”
Raveendran said.

The addition of Aakash is a sig-
nificant step towards strengthening
BYJU’S product offering. It reiterates
the company’s focus on creating
impactful learning products for stu-
dents by adding more verticals, sub-

jects, and languages to the same plat-
form. “At Aakash, we are looking to
transform student experiences by
steering innovative and digitally-
enabled learning solutions. Together,

we will work towards building an
omni-channel learning offering that
will accelerate test-prep experience to
the next level. While this partnership
will enhance our operational verticals,

Aakash will continue to operate as a
separate entity with the same passion
and commitment with which its
founder-chairman JC Chaudhry
incepted it. We are excited to partner
with them and will strive to deliver
long-term value to our students,
employees, investors, and other stake-
holders,” Aakash Chaudhry,
Managing Director, AESL, said.

Amit Dixit, Co-Head of Asia
Acquisitions and Head of India
Private Equity at Blackstone, said that
they invested in AESL because it is one
of the leading education brands in
India with a professional management
team, best-in-class corporate gover-
nance and a 33-year track-record of
exceptional results. 

“We have always believed omni-
channel will be the winning model in
test prep and tutoring and we look for-
ward to being a part of the partner-
ship between the two foremost com-
panies in Indian supplementary edu-
cation. The combination is highly syn-
ergistic and we are excited to help
build India’s largest education com-
pany,” Dixit said.

Giants meet. Pen $1 billion deal
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If you’re looking for exciting and
dynamic work experience, then a
career in the Fast Moving

Consumer Goods (FMCG) sector is
just apt for you. Most FMCG giants
come up with fresher programmes for
graduates and MBA recruits.

Through these programmes, can-
didates get trained right from leader-
ship to managerial roles. They are
exposed to all kind of responsibilities
including marketing and sales, supply
chain management and finance and
accounting that give them an overview
of the fast growing industry.

Due to the intense competition
along with incessant growth in the
sector, it requires good human
resource year on year. The products
in this industry are highly perishable
goods, smaller household and fashion
items and personal hygiene products. 

An MBA degree is the minimum
qualification needed to be a part of
this industry for leading the roles in
junior management, brand marketing
or finance parts. The sector offers
plentiful opportunities to those seek-
ing rewarding and growing job oppor-
tunities. In this industry, there is a
constant need for fresh and exciting
ideas relating to product packaging,
advertising, marketing and commu-
nications. 

The various opportunities in this
field are: 

Retail buyers: They are mostly
involved in stock selection. For this
role, it’s imperative to know your
store’s customer, their tastes and the
most sold product in the store.
Knowledge of trends and fashion are
needed to stay ahead.

Marketing managers: Their
responsibility is to research, plan and
implement all aspects of marketing
goals so that their company can stay
relevant and improve with the chang-
ing times. Another most important
goal is increasing the sales and mar-
ket share. They are also required to be
abreast with consumer trends and
demographics besides thinking out-
of-the-box campaigns and marketing
strategies.    

Supply and distribution chain
managers: They are behind planning
and organising all aspects of supply-
ing the right products to the right

store at the right time. They also man-
age the orders and receipt of products
from the supplier, the storage of
goods and the delivery of goods to the
retail outlet.

Finance managers: They need to
have a cost accounting qualification
alongside their work. Many graduates
in this function take an MBA to accel-
erate their career progression and dif-
ferentiate themselves (or to move into
a different function). In early days,
work involves producing manage-
ment accounts in time for reporting
cycles. With seniority the role transi-
tions in to cost saving and change
management projects to improve
overall profitability of the organisa-
tion.

Retail managers: Their duty is to
plan and coordinate the retail outlets.
They overlook the overall responsibil-
ity for ensuring the quality of cus-
tomer service, the appropriateness of
choices of inventory and managing
the finances. Their duty changes
according to the size of the retail store.
Sometimes, they take direct control of
all aspects of supply chain manage-
ment, retail supply management and
stock selection. 
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The Commonwealth
Shared Scholarships
are offered by the

Commonwealth Scholarship
Commission (CSC) in part-
nership with UK universities.
The University of Strathclyde,
Glasgow  is offering six schol-
arships under this scheme.

Eligibility: Be a citizen of
or have been granted refugee
status by an eligible
Commonwealth country, or
be a British Protected Person;
Be permanently resident in an
eligible Commonwealth
country; Be available to start
your academic studies in the
UK by the start of the UK aca-
demic year in Sep/Oct 2021;
Hold a first degree of *at least
upper second class (2:1) stan-
dard, or a second class degree
and a relevant postgraduate
qualification (usually a
Masters degree). The CSC
would not normally fund a
second UK master’s degree.
Not have studied or worked
for one (academic) year or
more in a high income coun-
try (as classified by the World
Bank); Be unable to afford to
study in the UK without this
scholarship.

For further information -
https://www.strath.ac.uk/study
withus/scholarships/common-
wealthsharedscholarship/ or
contact : commonwealth-
shared@strath.ac.uk.

Application dead-
line: It is April 9, 2021.

The Triumphant
Institute of Management
Education (T.I.M.E.) will
conduct Talent Search
Examination (TTSE) for
CAT 21-22 aspirants on April
11, 2021, (Sunday). 

The institute is a multi-
location, multi-programme
training specialist offering a
wide range of programmes
not only for national and
State-level entrance exams
like CAT, MAT, JEE-Main,
and JEE-Advanced but also
for international exams like
GMAT, GRE, IELTS and
TOEFL.   

The scholarship test will
be conducted in two slots —
10 am and 6 pm. Students can
choose to write the test in any
slot. Attractive performance-
based fee waivers will be
available for the students. A
minimum assured discount of
10% of the total course fee will
be given to those who write
the Free Mock and enroll in
the mentioned courses before
11th April, 2021    

The TTSE is open to stu-
dents who wish to prepare for
CAT 2021-22. Based on per-
formance, students writing
this examination will become
eligible for a certain amount
of scholarship on CAT 2021-
22 full-course fee.

To register  log on to:
https://www.time4education.co
m/local/articlecms/page.php?id
=4430.

Virtual learning has the
incredible opportunity to
expand beyond recreating

the in-classroom experience to
leverage online teaching aids such
as simulations, games, quizzes,
polls and graphics seamlessly.
These tools amplify learning and
engagement levels.

Break out rooms are faster and
easier to do once students are
comfortable and engaged, increas-
ing the amount of in-class teams
and project work. By getting col-
laborative spaces connected to
virtual breakout rooms, scholars
can go the extra mile in produc-
tivity while being properly super-
vised.

To go totally online, it requires
an extremely close partnership
among teachers, students and staff
that can overcome challenges and
work through mistakes.

Mental and physical health is
important: It is essential to inter-
sperse online learning with fre-
quent mental health breaks filling
time with physical experiences like
dancing, theatre, yoga and medi-

tation. This also keeps the sports
aspect going and is a great way to
disperse excess energy.

Security is everyone’s respon-
sibility: Security and maintaining
the classroom’s sanctity takes all
stakeholders’ collaboration,
including teachers, IT admins,
parents and students. Improving
the reaction time through training
teachers is extremely important. 

Parents, particularly of prima-
ry classes, may need to adjust to
inconveniences like changing pass-
words to ensure a safe learning
environment.

Classroom management: By
creating small custom tools and
scripts, we could vastly improve
classroom engagement. We were
able to tie in attendance, feedback,
and engagement tracking tools,
which gave a fantastic boost to tra-
ditional classroom management
techniques. Different grade levels
of students respond in different
ways online rather than offline,
which needs to be understood by
the teacher.

Open evaluation boosts

learning: Pushing evaluation to
open book standards brings down
rote learning. While it requires a
colossal effort on the part of
teachers, it makes a significant dif-
ference in in-depth assessment and
measurement of learning for stu-
dents. COVID-19 was a great
way to experiment with innovative
evaluation methods that made
testing more of an introspection
rather than a stressful event.

Mobile is key: Despite our
buying and dispatching laptops to
teachers and students as the pan-
demic severity became clear — a
significant number still used a
mobile device as their primary way
of accessing the classroom.

By being very conscious of
students’ technology form fac-
tors, teachers can deliver a more
uniform learning experience. For
example, those with mobile
phones could handwrite assign-
ments and submit them by click-
ing photos rather than using a
word processor or scanner.

Space matters: The greatest
challenge is ensuring that each stu-

dent has a quiet and dedicated
space to learn.

During the lockdown for most
families, this was a severe issue
with multiple household members
needing privacy. Access to a safe
and quiet space at home for inten-
sive learning with the use of tech-
nology will continue to be a chal-
lenge as we try to move towards a
more blended classroom model.

While classrooms are moving
back to the physical and semi-
physical form, we are excited to see
how we can bring many of these
elements into the physical and
hybrid world. The significant dif-
ference now is the confidence
that teachers have to embrace
every level of technology and the
understanding that parents have to
allow new forms of teaching and
evaluation.

Students are always the core
and we are continuously amazed
at how well they are able to adapt,
it’s the rest of us who have to catch
up.
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Defending champions Bayern
Munich will be without

the services of winger Serge
Gnabry for high-voltage
Champions League quar-
ter final first leg clash
against Paris Saint-
Germain in Munich on
Wednesday.

“Serge has a sore
throat and will probably
be out as well,” Bayern
coach Hansi Flick said
on Tuesday ahead of the
first leg at Allianz Arena.

And in the evening the club
confirmed that Serge Gnabry
has tested positive for coron-
avirus.

Gnabry’s positive result leaves
Bayern without two key forwards
in rematch of the last year’s final.

The 2020 winners are already
without striker Robert
Lewandowski, who is out with a

knee injury and will miss both
legs.

Marc Roca is also out of
Wednesday’s match after

picking up an injury on
Sunday in training.

“Marc (Roja) got

injured on Sunday and will not be
involved.”

On the other hand PSG are
missing defender Alessandro
Florenzi and midfielder Marco
Verratti, who are in quarantine
after testing positive for Covid-19.
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Delhi Capitals new skipper
Rishabh Pant cannot wait to
start his captaincy stint with

Delhi against mentor Mahendra
Singh Dhoni’s Chennai Super Kings,
hoping to use “learnings” from the
iconic former skipper to upstage him
in the Indian Premier League clash
on Saturday.

Delhi will take on Dhoni’s CSK
at Wankhede stadium on Saturday.
The 23-year-old highly rated wick-
etkeeper-batsman cannot wait to
start his stint as a leader in that
match.

“My first match as captain will
be against Mahi (MS Dhoni) bhai. It
will be a good experience for me as
I have learned a lot from him. I have
my own experience as a player as
well.

“I’ll apply my own experience
and the learnings from MS Dhoni,
and try to do something different
against CSK,” Pant was quoted as
saying in a release.

The effervescent youngster has
endured a roller-coaster ride in
International cricket, gaining in
prominence and respect in the past
few months with his gutsy batting
and drastically improved keeping.

He often draws comparisons
with Dhoni but has maintained that
he is aiming for a space of his own

even though he does turn to the
senior player for advice and
mentorship.

Pant, who has scored 2,079
runs in 68 IPL matches, said he
would be working hard to give
DC its maiden IPL title.

“...I am looking forward to
making most of this opportuni-
ty. We haven’t won a title yet and
I will try my level best to get a
title this year. We’ve been play-
ing nicely as a team from last
two-three years and our prepa-
rations are going on well,” he
said.

“Everyone looks in great
frame of mind. Everyone is
giving their 100 percent and is
happy in the team environ-
ment, and that’s what you want
as a Captain,” he added.

When asked about the
influence of head coach Ricky
Ponting on the team, Pant said,
“He (Ricky) has been so amaz-
ing for us in the last two-three
years.

“He brings energy to the
team and as a player when you
see your coach and you’re think-
ing this is the man from whom
you can learn a lot, then noth-
ing is better than that.

“Hopefully, we will cross the
line this year, with the help of
Ricky and the whole team.” 
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Delhi Capitals South African pace
duo of Kagiso Rabada and Anrich

Nortje arrived in Mumbai on Tuesday
but will miss the team’s opening fixture
against the Chennai Super Kings on
Saturday due to the mandatory seven-
day quarantine period.

Delhi Capitals retained Rabada,
who won Purple cap in 2020 season
and Nortje, who came as a replacement
for English pacer Chris Woakes, after

their sensational bowling perfor-
mances that helped the Capitals reach
their maiden final last year.

“Delhi Capitals’ fast bowlers
Kagiso Rabada and Anrich Nortje
arrived at the team hotel in Mumbai
on Tuesday,” the franchise said in state-
ment.

“Rabada and Nortje will be in
quarantine for one week,” it added.

The duo will undergo a week of
quarantine and will thus miss DC’s
opening game which is on Saturday.
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The Indian Premier League franchises
turned him down but Team India’s Test

specialist Hanuma Vihari is all set to prepare
for the upcoming six-Test season in the
United Kingdom by competing for English
county side Warwickshire.

The right-handed middle-order bats-
man has left for UK and will be a part of the
Birmingham based county side for at least
three games this season.

“Yes, Vihari will be playing in the English
county side for Warwickshire this season. He
would play a few games. He is already in
England now,” a senior BCCI official con-
firmed the development on Tuesday.

The Warwickshire county’s official page
hasn’t made the announcement yet but as per
BCCI officials, the modalities are being
worked out.

“The contract is being chalked out. He
will play a minimum of three games. We are
trying to figure out if there is a chance to play
a few more,” an official said.

According to a report in ESPNcricinfo,
Vihari is coming in place of South African
batsman Pieter Malan, who is currently fac-
ing visa related problems as South Africa has
been marked in ‘red zone’ by the UK author-
ities with respect to global Covid-19 situation.

Vihari last played in the IPL back in 2019
for Delhi Capitals and since then has gone
unsold at the successive auctions after being
billed as a Test specialist.

The 27-year-old has scored 624 runs in
12 Tests for India at an average of 32 plus. He
has hit a hundred and four half centuries.

Vihari’s last India outing was in the
Sydney Test against Australia, where his epic
four-hour vigil (23 not out), with a torn ham-
string alongside Ravichandran Ashwin, saved
the game for the visiting team.

He came back after an intense rehabili-
tation at the National Cricket Academy
(NCA) in Bengaluru but had an indifferent
Vijay Hazare Trophy for Andhra, scoring only
a single half-century and
failing to reach dou-
ble digits in the
next five games.

“With a cur-
tailed domestic
season this time
and Vihari being a
part of the Test
side, he needs
match practice.

“All his
other Test col-
leagues are part
of the IPL teams
i n c l u d i n g
C h e t e s h w a r
(Pujara). Even if
it’s white ball
games, they will
be fit and match-
ready,” the source
said.

“However, we
need to ensure that
Vihari also gets
game time before
the England tour.
It’s not just one
World Test
Championship
final but it’s fol-
lowed by a full-
fledged five-Test
series. We need him
ready,” he added.
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India’s top track and field ath-
letes, including javelin throw-

er Neeraj Chopra and sprinter
Hima Das will embark on a
training-cum-competition tour
of Turkey later this month, the
national federation said on
Tuesday.

Apart from Chopra and fel-
low Olympic bound javelin
thrower Shivpal Singh, country’s
relay racers (both 4x100m and
4x400m men and women) will
be part of the 40-odd contingent
that also includes coaches.

They will be based at the
Turkish city of Antalya and
take part in some competitions,
where some athletes can try and
qualify for the Olympics.

Hima, who won a Silver in
individual 400m and a Gold
each in women’s 4x400m and
mixed 4x400m relays in the 2018
Asian Games, is set to train for
the 4x100m relay.

The Indian relay teams are
set to take part in the World
Athletics Relays at Silesia in
Poland on May 1 and 2.

“We have got clearance from
the SAI for this training-cum-
competition tour of Turkey. It is
a 40-odd contingent including
the coaches. We are not getting
a training base in Europe
because of various reasons, so we
have decided on Turkey,”
Athletics Federation of India
President Adille Sumariwalla
said.

“The athletes will also take
part in some competitions in
Turkey and those who have not
yet qualified for Olympics can

qualify. The facilities are top class
and weather is good there,” he
added. Indian track and field
athletes have earlier trained at
Antalya, before the 2016 Rio
Olympics and again in 2019.

Sumariwalla said the AFI is
working on arranging visas for
the athletes.

“The athletes should leave
(for Turkey) this month. We
have to get the visa first and then
book the tickets and the accom-
modation facilities there in
Turkey.”

The country’s 4x100m and
4x400m relay teams will direct-
ly go from Turkey to Silesia in
Poland where the World
Athletics Relays will be held on
May 1 and 2. 

The top eight teams from
the World Athletics Relays will
automatically qualify for the
Tokyo Olympics.

The Indian mixed 4x400m

relay team has already qualified
for the Tokyo Olympics after
reaching the final in the 2019
World Championships in Doha.

Neeraj Chopra and Shivpal
Singh are also expected to take
part in Diamond League
Meetings beginning with the
first leg on May 23 in Moroccan
capital of Rabat.

Chopra has been in top
form though it’s early days in the
season. He bettered his own
national record during the third
Indian Grand Prix meet last
month with an effort of 88.07m.

Sumariwalla said all the
athletes training abroad will
return to India for the National
Inter-State Championships, an
Olympic qualifying event, set to
be held in June in Bengaluru.

“They can go back abroad
after taking part in the National
Inter-State to further prepare for
the Olympics,” he said. 
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BCCI President Sourav
Ganguly on Tuesday said

Indian cricketers are “more
tolerant” when it comes to
dealing with mental health
issues compared to those from
England and Australia but
acknowledged that being con-
fined to bio-bubbles amid a
raging pandemic is not easy
for anyone.

International cricket in
the middle of the Covid-19
pandemic has forced players to
stay in bio-bubbles, where
their life is restricted to hotels
and stadiums.

They do not have access
to people outside the bubble

during series and India skip-
per Virat Kohli is among
those who have voiced their
concerns about the mental toll
that the current situation is
taking.

“I feel we Indians are a bit
more tolerant than overseas
(cricketers). I have played
with a lot of Englishmen,
Australians, and the West
Indians, they just give up on
mental health,” the former
India captain said at a virtual
promotional event.

“In the last six-seven
months, with so much crick-
et being going on in the bio-
bubble, it’s so tough. Just going
from the hotel room to the
ground, handle the pressure

and come back to the room
and then get back to the
ground again, it’s an absolute-
ly different life.”

Ganguly cited the exam-
ple of the Australian cricket
team which pulled out of a
tour to South Africa following
a defeat to India at home.

Australia were slated for a
three-Test tour in March-
April but hey pulled out citing
an “unacceptable level of
health and safety risk to play-
ers, support staff and the
community”. “Look at the
Australian team, they were
supposed to go to South Africa
for a Test series after India
played there. They refused to
go there...,” he said.
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Jesse Lingard inspired West Ham
United to a thrilling 3-2 win at

Wolves to move fourth in the
Premier League on Monday, as
Everton’s hopes of a top-four finish
were dented in a 1-1 draw against
Crystal Palace.

Lingard’s stunning form since
joining the Hammers on loan from
Manchester United in January saw
him earn a recall by England man-
ager Gareth Southgate last month.

The midfielder further bol-
stered his case for inclusion in
Southgate’s squad for Euro 2020 as
he ran from inside his own half to
slot home his sixth goal in eight
West Ham appearances after just six
minutes.

Lingard then turned creator for
his side’s other two goals as the vis-
itors surged into a 3-0 lead inside
38 minutes.

His cute flick when penned in
at the corner flag teed up Arthur
Masuaku to cross for Pablo Fornals
to double the Hammers’ lead.

Lingard then surged beyond
four weak Wolves challenges to free
Jarrod Bowen, who fired in at Rui
Patricio’s near post.

West Ham move a point ahead
of Chelsea in a tight battle for a
place in the Champions League
next season. Tottenham and

Liverpool are just three points
behind Moyes’s men with eight
games to play.

West Ham let a three-goal lead
slip in their last outing as Arsenal
battled back to draw 3-3 at the
London Stadium two weeks ago
and they nearly made the same mis-
take.

Leander Dendoncker kickstart-
ed the Wolves fightback with a tow-
ering header from Adama Traore’s
cross just before half-time.

Substitute Fabio Silva then
found the far corner 22 minutes
from time to set up a grandstand
finish. This time the Hammers held
out, but their top-four challenge

could be impacted by a couple of
significant injuries.

Declan Rice missed his first
Premier League game of the season
with a knee injury that is expected
to keep the England midfielder out
for a month and Michail Antonio
limped off in the first-half with a
hamstring problem.

Earlier, Everton missed the
chance to also move within three
points of four, with a game in hand
to come, as Michy Batshuayi’s 86th
minute equaliser salvaged a point
for the Eagles at Goodison Park.

The Toffees were made to rue
a string of missed chances either
side of James Rodriguez’s opener.
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North Korea will not
join the Tokyo

Olympics this year due to
coronavirus concerns, the
country’s sports ministry
said on Tuesday, dashing
South Korean hopes the
Games could be a catalyst
to revive stalled peace talks.

It will be the first time
North Korea has missed a
Summer Olympics since it
boycotted Seoul in 1988
amid the Cold War.

South Korean
President Moon Jae-in had
hoped the two countries,
still technically at war after
their 1950-53 conflict
ended in a truce, not a
peace treaty, could field a

combined team in Tokyo
and rebuild momentum
for improved relations.

The North’s withdraw-
al from Tokyo is also a set-
back for plans, agreed at a
2018 summit between
Moon and North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un, to
pursue a joint Korean bid
to host the 2032 Games.

When South Korea
hosted the Pyeongchang
Winter Olympics in 2018,
Kim sent his sister to head
the country’s delegation,
athletes from both sides
marched under a unified
flag at the opening ceremo-
ny, and fielded a combined
women’s ice hockey team.

Tensions on the Korean
Peninsula rose last month

when the North resumed
missile tests, although both
sides said after the launch-
es that they wanted to con-
tinue dialogue.

South Korea’s
Unification Ministry in
charge of inter-Korean
affairs said Seoul had
hoped the Tokyo Olympics
would be a chance to “fos-
ter peace and reconciliation
between the two Koreas”.

“We regret it could not
happen,” it added in a state-
ment.

Tokyo Olympic organ-
isers said they were aware
of news reports on North
Korea’s move and would
work with other countries
for the success of the
Games.

“We will continue to
prepare the best possible
stage to welcome athletes
from all countries and
regions,” the organising
committee said in a state-
ment.

The North made its
decision to pull out of
Tokyo at a meeting of its
Olympic committee and
Sports Minister Kim Il Guk
on March 25, the ministry
said on its website.

“The committee decid-
ed not to join the 32nd
Olympics Games to protect
athletes from the global
health crisis caused by the
coronavirus,” it said.

North Korea says it has
not had any coronavirus
cases.
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New Delhi: Real Madrid cen-
tral defender Raphael Varane
will miss Tuesday’s
Champions League clash
against Liverpool in Madrid
after he tested positive for
Covid-19.

The Madrid club is
already without injured
Sergio Ramos and now with
Varane also sidelined, Nacho

Fernández and Éder Militão will
partner at the back.

“Real Madrid CF informs
that our player Raphael Varane

tested positive in the Covid-19 test
he underwent this morning,” a
club statement read.

The French World Cup
winner’s absence comes at the
worst possible time for Zidane’s
side, as he is also expected to
miss Saturday’s Clasico against
Barcelona and the return leg
against Liverpool at Anfield
next week. Varane has been a
key part of Real Madrid’s upturn
in form in recent weeks, which
has seen the team go 11 games
unbeaten. PNS
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