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To speed up the vaccination
drive across the country,

the Centre on Wednesday
allowed Covid-19 vaccination
at public and private work-
places having about 100 eligi-
ble beneficiaries from April 11.

Health Secretary Rajesh
Bhushan in a letter to the chief
secretaries said a substantial
proportion of the population
aged 45 years and above is in
the organised sector of the

economy and is involved in for-
mal occupation in offices
(Government and private) or
manufacturing and services.

“In order to increase the
access of vaccine to these pop-
ulations, Covid-19 vaccination
sessions may be organised at
workplaces (both public & pri-
vate) which are having about
100 eligible and willing bene-
ficiaries by tagging these work
places with an existing Covid
vaccination centre,” Bhushan
said in the letter.

However, the
Government’s decision to allow
vaccination to only 45 years of
age and above has not gone
down well with the health
experts who said that co-mor-
bidity, and not age should be
the criteria for vaccination.

Trying to bring home their
point, the doctors pointed out
that a large number of the
below-45 population suffer
from various comorbidity con-
ditions and are more vulnera-
ble to the infections than those
who are at or above 45.

Dr Rahul Bhargava,
Director, Department of
Clinical Hematology and Bone
Marrow Transplant, Fortis
Hospital in Gurugram, said
that “I believe after covering 60
plus people, the Government
should have made comorbidi-
ty conditions irrespective of any
age as the only criteria to
receive a vaccine.”

He argued that there are
many youth below 45 suffering
from serious ailments like pul-
monary diseases such as tuber-
culosis, asthma, etc. Depriving
them the benefits of shots indi-
cate ignorance on the part of
the Government. Why to spare
precious resources on a non-

needy person, he asked. 
Dr Rajendra Prasad, Spine

and Neurosurgeon at
Indraprastha Apollo Hospital
in Sarita Vihar in Delhi, echoed
similar views saying, “I am dis-
appointed that at this point the
Government has not opened
up vaccination for all those
above 18 years of age, especially
in the wake of the rapid second
wave.

“However, I do understand

that because of the shortage of
vaccines and the large popula-
tion that needs to be vaccinat-
ed there will be delay. But I
strongly feel that the
Government should spend on
production of vaccines rather
than spending huge amounts
on elections where there is
total disregard for social dis-
tancing and I am sure we will
see a bad effect of this shortly,”
said Dr Prasad.
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West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has

asked supporters to gherao
CRPF on poll day and vote for
the TMC. The BJP has gone to
the Election Commission ask-
ing it to censure her.

“I have respect for the
Central forces but not the one
being guided by the BJP…
they are stopping our voters
from casting their votes… if
this continues I will ask our
supporters to unite against the
Central forces… gherao them
if they do not listen to you…
The women should gherao
them and the rest of the peo-
ple go and cast your votes,” the
Chief Minister said at a rally in
Coochbehar.

Alleging that the BJP had
conspired to pull down the
Trinamool Government by
using the Central forces,
Mamata said, “The CRPF is
asking the voters to vote for the
BJP… they are also stopping the
TMC supporters from vot-
ing… I will ask you to unite
and gherao them wherever
you find them.”

Reminding that she was
the same “Bengal tigress” who
had not learnt to bend,
Banerjee said, “They are using
all tactic to win the elections …
they are bringing goons from
neighbouring States like
Assam, they are splurging
money… but they cannot do
anything to me with their
money and goons because I am
Bengal tigress… I can break but
I do not bend.”

Claiming that if the BJP
came to power in Bengal all hell
would break loose. She said,
“The BJP will do the same
thing in Bengal like what they
have done in Assam. There
they have detained 14 lakh
Bengalis in detention camps
they will detain people here
also … so it is the question of
your existence … you will have

to save Bengal and yourself if
you do not want to see Bengal
being run by Gujaratis,”
Mamata said, adding “we will
not let Gujaratis capture
Bengal. Bengal will stay in
Bengal, we will not let goons
from Gujarat take over Bengal.”

Continued on Page 2
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In a sensational allegation
which the CBI will probe in

its ongoing Preliminary
Enquiry (PE) against
Maharashtra’s former Home
Minister Anil Deshmukh, sus-
pended Mumbai Police
Assistant Inspector Sachin Vaze
on Wednesday made a written
submission before the special
NIA Court accusing
Deshmukh and another
Maharashtra Minister Anil
Parab of asking him to indulge
in extortion for them.

On a day when the NIA
recorded the statements of
Param Bir Singh and encounter
specialist Pradeep Sharma in
the Antilia SUV recovery case,
Vaze — a key accused in the
explosive case — shot off a
four-page hand-written letter to
the Special Judge of the NIA
court in which he made alle-
gations of extortion against
former Home Minister
Deshmukh of the NCP and
Transport Minister Anil Parab

of the Shiv Sena.
The NIA court extended

the custody of Vaze till April 9
to facilitate his further inter-
rogation in the twin SUV plant-
ing and Manshukh Hiran
alleged murder case. During
the course of hearing, the pros-
ecution told the special court
that NIA was trying to ascer-
tain the source of �36 lakh
allegedly found in Vaze’s bank
account and whether it was
used to procure gelatine used
in the SUV planting case.

Two other accused—
Vinayak Shinde, a convicted
police constable (sentenced to
life but currently on parole) and
Naresh Gor, a cricket bookie —
were sent to judicial custody.

In a significant develop-
ment, the CBI moved an appli-
cation before the NIA seeking
permission to question Vaze,
which was allowed by the
court. On its part, the CBI is
expected to record the state-
ment of Singh, who had alleged
that State Home Minister
Deshmukh had asked arrested
Vaze to “collect” a staggering
�100 crore per month from
bars, restaurants and other
sources.

In the first of two serious
allegations against Deshmukh
in his letter dated April 3,
2021 submitted to the NIA
court, Vaze claimed that the
former Home Minister had
asked him to pay �2 crore on
the basis of an assurance he
would convince Sharad Pawar
to take Vaze into the force.

Continued on Page 2
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday

exhorted students not to be
scared of examinations and
said social and family envi-
ronment at times create unde-
sirable pressure on students.

Interacting with students
virtually in his annual
“Parikasha Pe  Charcha” pro-
gramme, he said they some-
time become over-conscious
regarding exams and asked
them to take them as a small
destination in their long lives. 

If external pressure is not
created, then students will not
feel pressure of exams and
their confidence will also grow,
he said. While acknowledging
that one cannot be good in
everything, Modi asked stu-
dents not to run away from any
difficult subject, and cited his
example of taking up more
complex work in morning
when he feels fresh and leaving
easier parts to late night. 

Continued on Page 2
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Naxalites have released a
photograph of CRPF

Cobra commando Rakeshwar
Singh Manhas, who was cap-
tured by Maoists after a fierce
gun battle in Bastar region in
Chhattisgarh on April 3 which
left 22 security personnel dead. 

Manhas was part of a
squad that had gone for an anti-
Naxal operation in the jungles
on the Bijapur and Sukma
border on the night of April 2,
hours before the ambush.

The photo shows the com-
mando, still in his battle
fatigues, squatting on the
ground inside an apparent hut,
with no Naxalite seen in the
frame.

The photograph, being cir-
culated on social media, is of
Manhas, who was attached to
the 210th CoBRA Battalion of
the CRPF.

“We are closely monitoring
the situation. All best possible
efforts are being made to secure
the safe return of the jawan,”

Inspector General of Police
(Bastar) Sundarraj P said.

On Tuesday, the outlawed
CPI(Maoist) issued a state-
ment in Hindi saying its cadres
abducted Manhas from the
site of the ambush and asked
the Chhattisgarh Government
to appoint interlocutors to
ensure his safe release.

The Government has not
reacted to the demand. Police
said the authenticity of the
Maoist statement is being ver-
ified.

Continued on Page 2
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The Reserve Bank on
Wednesday projected that

retail inflation will be well
within control at 4.4-5.2 per
cent in the current fiscal and
that bumper food grains pro-
duction will soften cereal prices
even though there are “some
underlying constituents” testing
the upper tolerance level.

The RBI also retained the
economic growth projection
for the current financial year at
10.5 per cent, while cautioning
that the recent surge in Covid-
19 infections has created uncer-
tainty over the economic
growth recovery. In its last
policy review, the RBI had
projected a GDP growth rate of
10.5 per cent for FY 2021-22.

Unveiling its first monetary
policy review of 2021-22, the
RBI left the repo rate
unchanged at 4 per cent, keep-
ing in mind the necessity to
sustain growth on a durable
basis and continue to mitigate
the Covid impact on economy.

The central bank has the
mandate to maintain inflation
at 4 per cent, with an upper and
lower tolerance band of 2 per
cent for the next five years.

RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das said that even as the head-
line inflation at 5 per cent in
February 2021 remains within
the tolerance band, some
underlying constituents are
testing the upper tolerance
level.

The apex bank has pro-
jected the Consumer Price
Index (CPI) based retail infla-
tion at 5.2 per cent for the first
and second quarters of this fis-
cal and then decline to 4.4 per
cent in the third quarter. For
the fourth quarter — January-
March 2022 period — the apex
bank has estimated retail infla-
tion to be 5.1 per cent.

Going forward, the food
inflation trajectory will criti-
cally depend on the temporal
and spatial progress of the
south-west monsoon in its
2021 season, Das said.

Continued on Page 2
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Fearing another lockdown,
small and medium entre-

preneurs are offering freebies,
incentives which include gold
nose pin, hand blenders, free
beer, foods, and tax rebate to
encourage people to get vacci-
nated amid the second surge of
the coronavirus pandemic
across India. They hope that
their offers and discounts will
encourage other businesses to
ramp up freebies as well to
boost the rate at which people
are being vaccinated in India.

Interestingly, the USA and
European Unions are also
offering free merchandise and
other stuff to those who receive
Covid vaccinations or encour-
age vaccinations. The perks
include free rides, doughnuts,
money, arcade tokens and even
marijuana.

According to report, cor-
porate such as Capgemini,
Infosys, Accenture, Volvo,
Reliance, IndiGo and upGrad

have already announced they
will absorb the vaccination
costs for their employees in
India. However, they aren’t
offering up any freebies as a job
well done. Leading home ser-
vices marketplace Urban
Company has said it will cover
Covid-19 vaccination costs for
the more than 30,000 service
partners on its platform.

Jewellers in Rajkot have
joined hands with the State
Government and are offering
freebies to those who come to
vaccination camps in the city
for getting the coronavirus
vaccine shot. These freebies
include a gold nose pin for
women and a hand blender for
men who take the vaccine
dose at Rajkot vaccination
centres. Jaan Vision, an organ-
isation in Rajkot, is providing

free food to those who get vac-
cinated. In Mehsana, a car
workshop is forgoing labour
charges on car serving and
offering a 10 per cent discount
on car accessories to vaccinat-
ed individuals. All you have to
do is show your vaccination
certificate.

A stationery shop in
Vadodara is offering customers
a 5 per cent to 10 per cent dis-
count to help boost the rate of
vaccination in the city. All
they have to do is show up with
their vaccination certificate.

As per the data, Gujarat is
now left with 17,348 active
cases. Of the 17 fatalities, seven
patients each died in
Ahmedabad and Surat, while
two succumbed to the infec-
tion in Rajkot and one died in
Vadodara district. With 2,167
people recovering in the last 24
hours, the count of recoveries
in Gujarat went up to 3,02,932
on Tuesday.

The snack producer in
Maharashtra has joined hands
with the Mahratta Chamber of
Commerce, Industries and
Agriculture (MCCIA) to dole
out free bhakarwadi to those
who can prove they have got-
ten vaccinated. 

Continued on Page 2
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Wearing a mask while dri-
ving alone in a private

vehicle is compulsory as it is a
public place in the context of
Covid-19, the Delhi High
Court held on Wednesday and
described face covering as a
‘suraksha kavach’ or protective
shield against the spread of the
infection.

Justice Prathiba M Singh
refused to interfere with the
Delhi Government’s decision to
impose challans for not wear-
ing a mask while driving a pri-
vate car alone, saying a vehicle
even if occupied by one person
would constitute a public place.

“There are several possi-
bilities in which while sitting
alone in the car one could be
exposed to the outside world.

Thus, it cannot be said that
merely because the person is
travelling alone in a car, the car
would not be a public place.

“Wearing of a mask there-
in would be compulsory in the
context of the Covid-19 pan-
demic,” the court said. Masks
are necessary irrespective of
whether a person is vaccinat-
ed or not, it added.

Justice Singh’s ruling came
while dismissing four petitions
by lawyers who challenged the
imposition of ‘challans’ for not
wearing a mask while driving
alone in a private vehicle.

“The wearing of a mask is
like a ‘suraksha kavach’ against
Covid-19,” the court said, not-
ing a mask protects the person
wearing it and also those
exposed to him or her.

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: The Election
Commission issued a notice to
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday for her alleged
appeal to Muslim voters while
campaigning in Hooghly to
not allow their votes get split
among different parties. 
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The deadly coronavirus
shows no sign of slowing

down as the country recorded
a new single-day rise in the
number of fresh cases on
Wednesday and several States
entered into the alarming ter-
ritory from where they could
see a sharp upsurge in new
infections. India saw a record
126,198 new cases and 684
fatalities in 24 hours till late on
Wednesday, almost 10,000
more than the previous day’s
count.

Meanwhile, the cumulative
number of vaccine doses
administered in the country
have crossed 8.83 crore. 

Maharashtra logged yet
another new record, reporting
59,900 cases and 322 death.
The State saw 30,296 recover-
ies during the last 24 hours.
Maharashtra was followed by
Chattisgarh, recording 10,310
new cases and 53 deaths.

Uttar Pradesh, which did
very well in tackling the first

wave of corona, reported 6,023
new Covid cases, 1,484 dis-
charges and 40 deaths on
Wednesday. Karnataka report-
ed 6000-plus cases followed by
Delhi which recorded nearly
5,500 new cases.

Gujarat reported 3,575 new
cases, 2,217 recoveries and 22
deaths in the last 24 hours,
Madhya Pradesh reports 4,043
new cases, 2,126 recoveries, and
13 deaths in the last 24 hours.

Jharkhand recorded 1,302
new cases and 7 deaths in the
last 24 hours.

Meanwhile, in view of the
recent surge in Covid-19 cases,
the Chhattisgarh Government
on Wednesday announced a
lockdown in Raipur district
with effect from April 9 to April
19, an official said.

Raipur Collector S

Bharathi Dasan has issued the
order declaring the entire area
of the district, including the
State capital, as a containment
zone and restricted several
activities from 6 pm on April
9 till 6 am on April 19.

Because of the steady rise
in Covid-19 cases, it has
become necessary to impose
stricter restrictions on the
movement of people and other
activities to contain the spread
of infection, the collector said
in a press conference.

Accordingly, during the
lockdown period, the border of
the district will be completely
sealed and all shops, including
those selling liquor, and com-
mercial establishments will
remain closed except medical
stores.

Continued on Page 2
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Patients are at an estimated
44 per cent greater risk of

neurological and mental health
diagnoses after Covid-19 than
after flu, and a 16 per cent
greater risk than with other res-
piratory tract infections, the
largest study of its kind by the

University of Oxford revealed
on Wednesday.

Overall, the estimated
incidence of being diagnosed
with a neurological disorder
following Covid-19 infection
was 34 per cent, and for 13 per
cent of these people, it was
their first recorded neurolog-
ical or psychiatric diagnosis.
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The terms and conditions of
prospectus for admission

bind the parties and are to be
abided by, the Delhi High Court
has said while holding that the
students who have not cleared
the qualifying examination
within stipulated date cannot be
given admission in M.Sc and
Ph.D courses of AIIMS for the
academic year 2020-21.

The high court dismissed
several pleas of those who have
sought admission in M.Sc and
Ph.D courses of AIIMS but had
not cleared the qualifying
examination (graduation and
post-graduation) conducted by
respective universities.

The case of the students
was that they appeared in the
entrance examinations and after
declaration of result they found
themselves in the merit list at a

position which would have
entitled them to admission.

However, they could not
secure admission owing to
having not cleared the qualify-
ing examination by the stipu-
lated date.

The students had sought
extention of the date for qual-
ifying examination in the wake
of COVID-19 pandemic. 

However, a bench of
Justices Rajiv Sahai Endlaw
and Amit Bansal said “There is
no reason why the appellants
(students) alone should be
given the benefit of COVID-19
and why it should not be
extended to all others also
who may be entitled thereto.

“There has to be a finality to
admissions. The appellants par-
ticipated in the admission
process in terms of the prospec-
tus published for such admis-
sions. As per the terms and con-

ditions of such admission
process, the appellants are not
eligible for admission,” the bench
said, in its verdict passed on
March 25 and released on April
5.It added that as per the terms
and conditions, others, though
placed lower in merit in the
result of the entrance examina-
tion, are eligible for and entitled
to admission and they cannot be
displaced to admit appellants.

“The court cannot displace
those who have already been
admitted or whose admissions
have been crystallized, to admit
the appellants… There is no
merit in the appeals.
Dismissed,” it said.

The high court was hearing
several appeals of medical stu-
dents challenging a single
judge's order which had also
dismissed their pleas as they
had not cleared the qualifying
examination.
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Chief Minister Amarinder
Singh announced on

Wednesday extension of night
curfew across Punjab and a ban
on political gatherings till April
30 due to the surge in coron-
avirus cases.

Singh slammed his Delhi
counterpart Arvind Kejriwal
and Shiromani Akali Dal pres-
ident Sukhbir Singh Badal for
their "irresponsible conduct" in
attending rallies without fol-
lowing coronavirus guidelines.

Making it clear that those
violating the ban on political
gatherings would be booked
under the Disaster
Management Act and the
Epidemic Diseases Act, Singh
said he had been forced to order
the ban as his pleas to parties to
refrain from organising such
events had been ignored.

Singh said he was sur-

prised at the "behaviour of
certain political leaders, includ-
ing Kejriwal and Badal, who
had been attending political
rallies without following safe-
ty protocols".

The chief minister said
"such irresponsible conduct
doesn't behove them". "How do
you expect people to be serious
about the spread of the disease
if senior political leaders behave
like this?" he asked.

The chief minister said the
night curfew, which was
imposed in 12 districts, would
be extended to all 22 districts
of the state. He also directed
Director General of Police
Dinkar Gupta to ensure strict
implementation of the curfew
from 9 pm to 5 am. As part of
the fresh curbs, the number of
people who can attend funer-
als and weddings has been
reduced to 50 people for
indoors and 100 for outdoors.

Guwahati:Assam writer Sikha Sarma was
Arrested on the charge of sedition and sent
to judicial custody on Wednesday for her
alleged comment in the social media on
security personnel massacred by Maoists
in Chhatisgarh, police said.

Sarma had on April 5, two days after
the brutal killing of the security personnel,
allegedly posted on Facebook  "Salaried
people cannot be termed martyrs if they die
during duty. In that case, an electricity
department employee will also be a mar-
tyr if he dies due to electrocution. Media
do not make the people emotional,"

The post had stirred controversy with
over 11,000 comments and at least 1,600
shares in Facebook.

The police registered a case against
Sarma under Sections 124A (sedition),
294A (keeping lottery office), 500 (defama-
tion) and 506 (criminal intimidation)
along with Section 45 (residuary penalty)
of IT Act after receiving complaints from
two BJP workers on Monday.

"She was arrested last night and today
we produced her before the Kamrup
(Metro) district court. We did not seek

police custody. She has been sent to 14 days
of judicial custody," Guwahati Police
Commissioner Munna Prasad Gupta told
PTI.

On April 3, suspected Maoists killed 22
security personnel from different forces and
wounded 31 others in an ambush in
Chhattisgarh.

Out of them, two CRPF personnel -
Inspector Dilip Kumar Das and Constable
Babul Rabha  who were killed hailed from
Assam which had led to public outpour-
ing of grief in the state.

Earlier, Sarma had faced rape threats
on social media over her regular posts
against the ruling BJP in the state. She had
filed a complaint to the police on it and no
action has been taken against anyone.

In 2017, the defence and home min-
istries had told the Central Information
Commission in response to an RTI query
that there was no term as "martyr" or "sha-
heed" in the Army or police and instead a
soldier or a policeman killed in action was
called a "battle casualty" or "operations
casualty" respectively.

PTI
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The Covid-19 crisis worsened
further in Maharashtra on

Wednesday, as the state logged an
all-time of 59,507 infections tak-
ing the total number of “active
cases” to 5,01,559,  while a stag-
gering 322 more people suc-
cumbed to the pandemic in the
state.

After a drop in the number of
cases in the past two days, the
Covid-19 situation deteriorated
further, as the infections touched
59,507 mark, while the death
increased substantially in the state.

On April 4, the state had
recorded 57,076 infections.
However, the cases had dropped to
47,288 on Monday, while the state
had recorded  55,469 new cases on
Tuesday. Similarly, the state wit-
nessed 222 Covid 19 induced
deaths on Sunday, followed by 155

deaths on Monday and 297 fatal-
ities on Tuesday.

With 59,507 fresh infections,
the total infections climbed from
3113354 to 3173261. Similarly,
with 322 new deaths, the total
Covid-19 toll rose from  56330 to
56652.

Of the total deaths reported on
Wednesday, Nanded accounted
for 43 deaths, 41 in Nagpur, 24 in
Mumbai, 23 in Thane, 21 in Jalna,
20 each in Palghar and Solapur, 19
in Nandurbar, 14 in Nashik, 12 in
Pune, 11 in Beed, and 10 in
Parbhani - in the higher range.  

In the lower range,  there were
nine deaths in Jalgaon, followed by
7 in Osmanabad, 6 in Yavatmal, 5
in Bhandara, 4 each in Raigad,
Sangli, Sindhudurg and
Aurangabad, 3 each in
Ahmednagar, Buldhana and
Gadchiroli, 2 each in Dhule, Akola,
Washim, Bhandara and Gondia, 1

each in Kolhapur and L:atur.   
As 30,296 patients were dis-

charged from the hospitals across
the state after full recovery, the
total number of people discharged
from the hospitals since the second
week of March last year went up
to 26,13,627. The recovery rate in
the state dropped from 82.9 per
cent to 82.36 per cent.

Meanwhile, the number of
“active cases” total cases in the state
increased from  4,72,283 to
5,01,559.  The fatality rate in the
state dropped from 1.81 per cent
to 1.79 per cent.

There are a maximum of
90,048 “active” cases in Pune, fol-
lowed by Mumbai (83,185), Thane
( 65,431), Nagpur (59595), Nashik
(33,575), Aurangabad (18,621),
Ahmednagar  (18,609)  Nanded
(11,309), Jalgaon (8061),
Amaravati (3673) and Akola
(3372).

����� -.,�/.0�!

The Centre wrote to Maharashtra, Punjab and Delhi
Governments on Wednesday flagging below-par

vaccination of eligible beneficiaries, including health-
care workers. 

In a letter to the principal secretaries of Punjab,
Delhi and Maharashtra, Additional Health Secretary
Manohar Agnani noted that the performance of these
states and UT have been below the national average
and needs improvement. They were urged to under-
take necessary corrective actions immediately towards
improving the performance of COVID-19 vaccination
drive in their states and union territory. 

"I look forward to your unstinted support to the
ongoing COVID-19 vaccination drive which is critical
to mitigate the impact of COVID-19 pandemic," he said.

Aganani's letter comes after a strongly worded
statement issued by Union Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan in which he hit out at Maharashtra and some
other states, accusing them of trying to cover their "fail-
ures" and spreading panic among people by demand-
ing vaccination of all without inoculating enough of
eligible beneficiaries. 
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In a significant revelation in the
fast-unfolding Vaze Gate drama,

Mumbai Police Commissioner
Hemant Nagrale has told to the
Maharashtra Home Department
that suspended police officer
Sachin Vaze was directly reporting
to his predecessor Param Bir Singh
from the time he was reinstated
into the police force on June 10 last
year and till he was suspended on
March 13.

In a report submitted to the
State Home department, Nagrale
also stated that Vaze was posted as
the in-charge of the Crime
Intelligence Unit (CIU) of the
Mumbai police as per the orders of
former Police Commissioner Param
Bir Singh.

“API Sachin Vaze never report-
ed to any officer of the Crime
Branch during his tenure of nine
months from 10/06/2020 to

12/03/2020. No officers of the
Crime branch gaver any
review/opinion/direction in the
investigation handled by Sachin
Vaze because he directly reported
to the then Commissioner of
Police,” the report stated.

The report stated that on com-
pletion of “suspension period”,
Vaze was reinstated and posted in
armed police forces on 8 June,
2020.

“As per oral orders of the then
commissioner of police, the then
joint commissioner of police
(crime) transferred police inspector
Vinay Gorphade and Sudhakar
Deshmukh to Unit 10 and Unit 1,
respectively and Vaze was posted in-
charge of CIU,” the report stated.

“As per information given on
telephone, the then joint commis-
sioner of police (crime) has strong-
ly opposed the posting of Vaze.
However, at the insistence of the
commissioner of police, the then

joint commissioner of police
(crime) unwillingly issued the
office order for posting of Vaze in
CIU,” the report said.

“Vaze has not followed the
rules and he directly and inde-
pendently reported to the then
CoP (Singh) and he investigated
under his guidance… was follow-
ing the guidelines of (Singh) about
raid on illegal activities, whom to
arrest or not, to call whom as wit-
ness and accused of sensitive
crimes,” stated the report. 

Vaze, who jumped on his own
into the investigations involving
the recovery of explosive laden
SUV near industrialist Mukesh
Ambani’s skyscraper mansion in
south Mumbai on February 25,
also took up points of the CIU in
remands, bail, anticipatory bail
pleas and other critical decisions,
and if he required manpower for
various investigations, it was given
as per Singh’s directions. 
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From page 1
The wearing of a face mask was

“one measure which saved millions
of lives” during the pandemic, it
pointed out.

The court further noted in its
verdict that upon the outbreak of
the pandemic, globally as well as
nationally, scientists, researchers,
international organizations and
governments emphasised the
importance of wearing facial masks
to control the spread of the disease. 

“In the absence of a complete
definitive cure, the world continues
to wrestle with the pandemic. The
challenge of the pandemic was
enormous at the outbreak of the
same and even with the introduc-
tion of a few vaccines, the empha-
sis continues to be laid on wearing
face masks. The wearing of masks
is necessary irrespective of whether
a person is vaccinated or not,” it
said. 

The lawyers, in their pleas, had

contended that the District
Magistrates who were vested with
the powers to impose fines could
not have sub-delegated the powers
to others.

Disagreeing with the con-
tention, Justice Singh said that the
definition of ‘authorised persons’
being inclusive and expansive in
nature, District Magistrates were
also vested with powers to further
authorise any officers to issue chal-
lans.

“The list of officers, who were
authorised is broad and in the opin-
ion of this court it has to be inter-
preted expansively and not restric-
tively....The challans have been
issued by duly authorised officers.
The prayer for quashing of the chal-
lans is thus not sustainable,” the
court said.

It further said that being
lawyers and advocates, the peti-
tioners “ought to recognise and
assist in the implementation of the
measures for curtailing the spread
of the pandemic, instead of ques-
tioning the legality of the 
same”.

From page 1
Each person is eligible to pick up a 50 gram pack of

bhakarwadi after each shot.
In East Delhi, a restaurant owner is giving a 30 per

cent discount on biryani and 25 per cent discount on
chicken dishes to customers who can verify that they have
been vaccinated against Covid-19. Restaurants and hotels
in Old Delhi too are giving out special discounts of 20
per cent to 30 per cent to those carrying a vaccine card.
A restaurant in Gurgaon is even giving out free beer if
you show up with your vaccination card. The North Delhi
Municipal Corporation (NDMC) also offers a 15 per cent
tax rebate on filing property tax returns before June.

From page 1
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From page 1
He asked teachers to guide

students and told parents to
never create fear in the minds
of their children as it instills
negativity in them. Parents
should instead reinforce pos-
itive motivation, he said. 

Parents unwittingly at time
make children “instruments”
of fulfilling their dreams and
goals, he said, advising them
against this, he said. 

In February, it  was
announced that Modi’s annu-
al interaction with students
would be held online this year
in view of the Covid-19 pan-
demic. The first edition of the
prime minister’s interaction
programme with school and
college students “Pariksha Pe
Charcha 1.0” was held at the
Talkatora Stadium on
February 16, 2018.Student
who wanted to understand

how free time can be utilized,
PM Modi answered, “Free
time is a treasure, it should not
be wasted. It is important to
have some free time otherwise
your life becomes robotic.
Help your family members
and spend time in recreation-
al activities that give you hap-
piness. Do story writing, paint-
ing etc.”

Answering parents who
asked how to raise kids in
changing times and how to
ensure that they are given
good values, PM Modi sug-
gested to not burden the chil-
dren with their values.
“Students must be given values
by their parents and family but
sometimes we need to self-
evaluate the situation.
Children don’t need to follow
the same value as their par-
ents,” he said.

He also talked about food
habits of students and said
nowadays kids eat a lot of junk
food, this has really become a
concern for the parents. 

From page 1
Vaze was reinstated in service on June

6, 2020, 16 years after he had been suspended
on March 3, 2004, along with 14 other police-
men for the alleged custodial death of
Khwaja Yunus, a suspect in the December
2, 2002 Ghatkopar bomb blast case.

Vaze claimed in his letter that soon after
his reinstatement, there were efforts to
reverse his reinstatement reportedly at the
behest of NCP chief Sharad Pawar.
“Apparently then, it was ordered by Sharad
Pawar to again place me under suspension.
This was told to me by Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh over phone from Nagpur,” Vaze
stated in his letter.

“The Home Minister told me at that
time that he will convince Pawar saheb and
for that purpose, he asked me to pay Rs 2
crore. I had expressed my inability to pay
such a huge amount. On this the Home
Minister asked me to pay it in a later course,”
Sachin Vaze wrote.

In a reiteration of the allegation made
by Mumbai’s former Police Commissioner
against Deshmukh, Vaze alleged that in
January 2021, Deshmukh had called him to
his official bungalow “Dnyaeshvari” where
the Minister’s PA Kundan was also present.
“The Minister sir told me that there are 1650
bars and restaurants in Mumbai to collect
Rs 3 to 3.5 lakh from each of these (estab-
lishments) for him”.

“Then I told him that there would be
about 200 bars and not 1650 bars as he was
anticipating. I told him that I would not be
in a position to collect any such amount from

such bar as it was beyond the scope of my
capabilities. Immediately after coming out,
his PA Kundan advised me that I must com-
ply with the instructions of the Minister if I
am to keep my job and post intact. I still
refused,” Vaze stated in his letter.

Vaze, who was on March 13 suspend-
ed from the service over his alleged involve-
ment in the explosive laden SUV planting
case, said that “immediately after this
meeting, I narrated the happenings to the
CP Sir (Param Bir Singh). I expressed my
apprehension that some time in near future,
I would be embroiled in a false controver-
sy. Then the CP encouraged me not to
involve in any illegal collection of money
from any one for any one”.

In his allegation against Shiv Sena
Minister Anil Parab, Vaze claimed that in
July-August, 2020, Vaze claimed Parab had
called him to his official bungalow and told
him to look into a complaint concerning the
Saifee Burhani Upliftment Trust (SBUT),
which was under preliminary enquiry and
asked him to bring the SBUT trustees to him
for negotiations about the enquiry.

“He (Parab) also insisted to initiate pri-
mary talks to get Rs 50 crore from the SBUT
in order to close the said enquiry. I had
expressed my inability to do any such things
as I do not know anyone from the SBUT and
also I did not have any control over the
enquiry,” Vaze contended in his statement.

Vaze also claimed that Parab again
called him in January 2021, asked him to
probe some fraudulent contractors listed in
the BrihanMumbai Municipal Corporation
and asked him to collect Rs 2 crore each
from 50 such contractors. “The said enquiry
is going under preliminary enquiry and till
my transfer from the CIU nothing incrim-
inating was found,” Vaze wrote.

From page 1
Further, he noted that some respite

from the incidence of domestic taxes on
petroleum products through coordi-
nated action by the Centre and states
could provide relief on top of the
recent easing of international crude
prices.

Also, Das said that a combination
of high international commodity prices
and logistics costs may push up input
price pressures across manufacturing
and services.

“Taking into consideration all these
factors, the projection for CPI inflation
has been revised to 5 per cent in
Q4:2020-21; 5.2 per cent in Q1:2021-
22; 5.2 per cent in Q2; 4.4 per cent in
Q3; and 5.1 per cent in Q4, with risks
broadly balanced,” he said.

Earlier, the central bank projected
a retail inflation at 5.2 per cent for the
2021 March quarter, which now has
been revised down to 5 per cent.

Hoping that cereal prices should
soften because of bumper foodgrains
production in 2020-21, he said mitiga-
tion of price pressures on key food items
such as protein-based components and
edible oils would also depend on sup-
ply-side measures and easing of inter-
national prices.

The Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) noted that underlying inflation
pressures emanate from high interna-
tional commodity prices and logistics
costs, according to Das. “The softening
in crude prices seen in recent weeks, if
it sustains, can assuage input cost pres-

sures.”
“An inflation rate of 4 per cent over

the medium term has now been suc-
cessfully entrenched in the economic
landscape,” Das said.

According to RBI, since the
Monetary Policy Committee (MPC)
was constituted in September 2016,
average CPI inflation during October
2016 to February 2020 -- prior to the
onset of the COVID-19 pandemic --
was 3.8 per cent, down from the aver-
age of 7.3 per cent during January 2012
to September 2016.

“Our research suggests that trend
inflation has moderated during the flex-
ible inflation targeting period to around
4 per cent in recent times. The experi-
ence during the COVID-19 period has
testified to the flexibility of the frame-
work to respond to sharp growth-infla-
tion trade-offs and extreme supply-side
shocks over the course of the business
cycle,” Das said.

He also said that monetary policy
over the next five years would aim at
consolidating and building upon the
credibility gains of the first five years of
flexible inflation targeting.

Taking cues from high frequency
data, RBI said economic activity is nor-
malising in spite of the surge in infec-
tions. Rural demand remains buoyant
and record agriculture production in
2020-21 bodes well for its resilience.

Urban demand has gained traction
and should get a fillip with the ongo-
ing vaccination drive, RBI said even as
it cautioned that the recent surge in
COVID-19 infections adds uncertain-
ty to the domestic growth outlook
amidst tightening of restrictions by
some states.

From page 1
As a result, health care systems  need to be

resourced to deal with the anticipated need, both with-
in primary and secondary care services,” he said.

This latest study analysed data from the electronic
health records of 236,379 COVID-19 patients from the
US-based TriNetX network, which includes more than
81 million people. This group was compared with 105,579
patients diagnosed with influenza and 236,038 patients
diagnosed with any respiratory tract infection (includ-
ing influenza).“Our results indicate that brain diseases and
psychiatric disorders are more common after COVID-
19 than after flu or other respiratory infections, even when
patients are matched for other risk factors,” Dr Max Taquet,
a co-author of the study from Oxford University.

“We now need to see what happens beyond six months.
The study cannot reveal the mechanisms involved, but does
point to the need for urgent research to identify these, with
a view to preventing or treating them,” he said.Their peer-
reviewed paper, published in ‘Lancet Psychiatry’, was fund-
ed by the National Institute for Health Research (NIHR)
Oxford Health Biomedical Research Centre.

From page 1
In a bid to obtain leads on the whereabouts of

Manhas, police are carrying out searches and contact-
ing villagers, social organisations, public representatives
and journalists, an officer said on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, tribal activist Soni Sori left for the
encounter site on Wednesday to appeal to the Naxalites
to release the trooper.

“The Government should have taken some steps by
now to secure his release. I cannot wait. I want that jawan
should be freed safely for which I am going to the inci-
dent site,” Sori told reporters.

In the statement, which was issued in the name of
Vikalp, spokesperson of the Dandakaranya Special Zonal
Committee (DKSZC) of Maoists, Naxals had also said
that Manhas will be released after the Government names
mediators. “He will remain safe in our captivity till then,”
it had said.

The Maoists, however, had not raised any formal
demands for the release of the commando.

On Saturday, the gunfight broke out between secu-
rity forces and ultras between Tekalguda and Jonaguda
villages in which 22 troopers were killed and 31 others
injured.

Out of the 22, the Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) lost eight personnel, including seven CoBRA
commandos and one jawan of its ‘Bastariya’ battalion,
eight from the DRG and six from the Special Task Force.

��� �"�#�555 �#$	������'''

�����
�����
:::

#���������'''

���� ���
��	
���
�����
�������:::��	�
���::: �����''' ���������
�555

-���
��0����

������
���	�
�'�����������	�
2
!���������
�����	���	���..()�(5)� ���54�����
�




������������������������������ �������  !�"#"$

����4)5�	������!���-�


������������� � -.,�/.0�!

The Crime Branch of Delhi
Police has arrested a gang

of four men, allegedly involved
in more than 100 burglaries
across the country. Police said
that all are Bangladeshi nation-
als who had illegally settled in
India since the last few years
and due to lack of education
and to make easy money, they
took to 
crimes.

The accused have been
identified as Rafiq Laskar, (33),
Md. Salim, (26), Ajizul Rehman
(25) and Md. Razzak, (36).

According to Shibesh
Singh, the Additional
Commissioner of Police,
Crime, on Monday, a tip-off
was received that some burglars
would gather in Arun Jaitley
Park, Siri Fort Road, and might
commit a burglary in the posh

area of Hauz Khas. 
“Police team conducted a

raid and apprehended four
accused persons from the spot.
The gang members confessed
to have committed more than
100 burglaries across India
including places like Faridabad,
Jodhpur, Aurangabad,
Gulbarga, Vapi, Bengaluru,
Pune and Mumbai,” said the
additional CP.

“They carried weapons and
house breaking tools with them
and In case, they even held
people hostage in case, anyone
in the house woke up during
theft,” said the additional CP.

Police have also recovered
one country made pistol, two
push button knives, four live
cartridges and house breaking
implements from the posses-
sion of the accused, police
said, adding further investiga-
tion is underway.
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In an order to decrease vehicular pollution in Gurugram,
the Municipal Corporation of Gurugam (MCG) has

decided to take off road around 12,000 diesel autos which
are 10 years old and are currently plying on different
stretches in Gurugram.

Under the project 'Parivartan' the MCG has started
work in the direction of adopting e-vehicles in order to
make a pollution-free city.

Under the initiative, officials of the MCG, officials
of the Regional Transport Authority RTA and the Police
Department have held a special discussion with the auto
union and auto drivers in Gurugram on Wednesday.

While addressing the auto union representatives and
auto drivers, Additional Commissioner of MCG zone-
IV Jaspreet Kaur said that environmental pollution is a
serious problem and to resolve this issue, short-term mea-
sures are being taken from time to time, but long term
remedy is very important.

"Target of implementing 2000 e-vehicles by the civic
body has been set and in collaboration with auto unions
and driver, we will apply it and will be successful in mak-
ing Gurugam a pollution free city," Kaur said.

RTA Secretary Dhaarna Yadav said that changes in
traffic according to time are necessary and it benefits all.

"In the first phase, 10 years old diesel auto will be
changed to e-rickshaw or e-autos. Under this, the inter-
ests of all will be taken care of. Also, the maintenance of
e-rickshaw or e-auto is low and the technique is better.
Provision of charging stations in Gurugam will be done
under this scheme," Yadav said.

Yadav informed that according to the record,
Gurugam has approximately 12 thousand diesel autos
which are 10 years old, which will be changed in the first
phase.

"There are charging points at the places of Industrial
Vihar, Golf Course Road, City Center and South City in
Guragam, which will be increased according to future
aspects," she added.
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Over 800 people were issued challans for
not wearing masks while more than

200 cases were registered on the first night
after the curfew was imposed from 10 pm
to 5 am in the national Capital, due to rise
in the number of Covid cases.

According to data shared by police, a
total of 534 people were booked under
other preventive action under sections 65
Delhi Police Act (persons bound to com-
ply with the reasonable directions of
police officer), 107 (security for keeping
the peace in other cases) and 151 (Arrest
to prevent the commission of cognizable
offences) of CrPC.

Police issued 842 challans to people for
not wearing mask and 220 cases were reg-
istered across the city.  

The west district lodged five First
Information Reports (FIRs) and issued 31
challans during night curfew. A total of 49
people were prosecuted in outer district
and one in New Delhi district while
south and southeast district filed 13 and

118 cases respectively.
In northwest district, 59 people

booked for violating the rules, officials said,
adding that two persons were booked
under 188 IPC, six under Delhi Police Act
and 32 challans were issued in east district.
No case has been registered at Shahdara
district.

Police said they had made announce-
ments regarding night curfew in the
market places and other crowded places
in the respective area of every police sta-
tions.

The Delhi government on Tuesday had

imposed seven hours of night curfew in
view of rising COVID-19 cases. The deci-
sion was taken after the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority (DDMA) reviewed
the COVID-19 situation in the city. The
DDMA order for curfew from 10 pm to 5
am will continue till April 30.

However, it exempted people of cer-
tain professions from the curfew.

On Tuesday, Delhi recorded 5,100
new COVID-19 cases, the highest this
year. “Delhi Police will strictly enforce
it except for the exempted categories
mentioned in the order. All concerned
should strictly observe the restrictions
as given in the DDMA order,” police
public relations officer Chinmoy Biswal
had said.

"Fresh movement passes will be
issued on demand. Those requiring it and
qualifying for it can also visit Delhi Police
website to apply for it. All field func-
tionaries will be available in their juris-
dictions to enforce the DDMA order and
to facilitate the exempted categories," he
added.
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Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain on

Wednesday said night curfew
was imposed in the national
Capital following reports that
parties and social gatherings
were being organised in various
parts of the city at a time when
Covid-19 cases are surging.

"The night curfew has been
imposed between 10 pm in the
night to 5 am in the morning.
There were reports about par-
ties, which cause unnecessary
gatherings and people are in
close contact there. Hence the
night curfew is aimed to avoid
this situation," he said.

Jain also feared that if the
positivity rate escalated and
safety norms were not fol-
lowed by people, the new cases
could breach the last single-day
spike record registered in
November last year.

The Health Minister said
that Delhi saw 5100 positive
cases and 103453 tests were
conducted. The positivity rate
was at 4.93per cent. Delhi's
positivity rate is looming at
around five per cent.

In the past few three weeks,
Delhi has seen a surge in the
number of positive cases. "The
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Delhi Agriculture Minister,
Gopal Rai, stated on

Wednesday that the Food
Corporation of India (FCI)
has not set up a single counter
for wheat procurement in
Delhi, yet it is making false
claims of purchasing the crops
on MSP rates from April 1.

Briefing media, Rai said
despite the Delhi Government
writing a letter thrice, the FCI
has not opened any counter yet
and the farmers are being
forced to sell their wheat to the
stockholders at different rates.

Demanding the Central
Government’s intervention in
the matter, Rai said Centre
should start their purchase of
crops in Najafgarh and Narela
Mandi from April 8th. “The
officials who are involved in
such activities of making false
claims and writing that since
April 1 the procurement has
begun, must be stringently
dealt with,” he said.

“The Central Government
is responsible for fixing MSP of
crop and FCI is responsible for
making purchases, but BJP is
falsely accusing the Delhi
Government of not buying
wheat on MSP Rates. This is
the absurd reality of the Prime
Minister's assurance to buy
crops at MSP rates, MSP will
sustain,” Rai said.

“It is very important to

make MSP a legal guarantee,”
Rai said demanding the central
government to convene imme-
diate purchase at MSP rates in
Najafgarh and Narela Mandis.

“Stringent action should be
taken against the culprits who
are making these false claims
that the counters of purchase
have been set up in these man-
dis Delhi from April 1,” he
added further.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader mentioned about
the ongoing farmers’ protest, he
said, “In the face of the farm-
ers' movement, the ripening of
wheat all across the country has
been done, and the harvest has
already begun. In New Delhi,
which is the national capital, a
very small area of land is facil-
itated for farming, including
areas like Narela, Bawana,
Mundka, Najafgarh, and
Mehrauli. “In such areas, ripen-
ing of wheat has been done and
harvest season has com-
menced.” However, in spite of
repeatedly requesting the Food
Corporation of India (FCI),
which is operated by the cen-
tral government, in all the
mandis in Delhi, they are not
ready to purchase the crops at
MSP designated rates and set
up their own counters,” he
added.

Delhi government on 11
February had written to FCI
stating the corporation must
make the requisite preparations

for purchase of wheat in
Mandis of Delhi so as to enable
the timely sale of crops and the
farmers to get their yields sold
at MSP rates.

“They have an exclusive
performance according to
which the letters are drafted to
them, which we did and sent
to the FCI. After this, we sent
another letter as a reminder to
the previous one on 1st March
and requested the same in this
letter again. Post which, they
replied to us stating that they
will be setting up counters in
FSD Mayapuri, FSD Shakti
Nagar, Narela Mandi, and
Najafgarh Mandi for purchase
of the crops. However, after
repeated complaints from var-
ious farmers, we did a review
of the mandis the day before
omn Tuesady and it was found
that no counters have been set
up as of yet. On April 6th , we
again sent a letter to the FCI
and requested them to set up
counters at least in Najafgarh
and Narela Mandis, where
farmers come to sell their
crops, and they must guaran-
tee that the counters will be set
up. The most astounding bit
is: that there were no counters
that were set up, but they
replied in the form of a letter
and mentioned that the coun-
ters have already been set up
from March 1st and the pur-
chase of crops is already being
done,” he added.
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The Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) has issued

show cause notice to all 13
Common Effluent Treatment
Plants (CETPs) in the national
Capital after officials found them
"non-operational" or not adhering
to prescribed effluent standards as
a result of which the Yamuna is get-
ting massively polluted.

According to a DPCC order an
environmental compensation of
Rs 12.05 crore will be imposed on
these CETPs if they fail to submit
a reply within 15 days

"These CETPs have been found
non-functional or not complying
with prescribed effluent standards
even after repeated directions by
the DPCC, as a result of which the
Yamuna is getting massively pol-
luted," a statement from the office
of Environment Minister Gopal Rai
said.

"These CETPs were found not
complying with prescribed effluent
standards even after repeated direc-
tions being given by the DPCC.
The Delhi government is working
continuously towards fulfilling his
dream of making the Yamuna
clean by 2023. The Delhi govern-
ment has taken several effective
measures to clean the Yamuna on
a war footing," it said. 

"The DPCC has found that the
13 CETPs of Delhi are either non-
functional or partially functional
which is causing massive pollution
to the Yamuna. CETPs play a key
role to treat the polluted waters
coming out from the industries;
therefore, the prescribed effluent
standards should be maintained.
After repeated interventions where
they have not complied with our
directions, stern action has been
taken and in the near future, we will
monitor the situation," it 
added.
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The Aam Aadmi Party on
Wednesday staged a protest

outside the BJP headquarters
against the Narendra Modi
Government's decision to export
Covid vaccines. 

Hundreds of party workers
gathered outside the BJP head-
quarter and raised slogans against
the Central Government.

Senior AAP leader and Chief

Spokesperson Saurabh Bhardwaj
said that the 130 crore population
of India ought to have the first

right over the vaccine that has
been created by scientists of our
country. He also said that COVID
cases are on the rise and people
are dying but the Narendra Modi
government is busy exporting the
vaccine to other countries instead
of providing it to India's popula-
tion. 

Bhardwaj also said that the
AAP demands that the vaccine be
made available free of cost to all
Indian citizens so that we may be

rid of COVID and can improve
the economy of the country. 

"All that we are trying to say
to the Centre is that if the vaccine
is already available in our coun-
try, it must be made available to
all. Vaccine for Malaria, Polio, TB,
and Typhoid can be availed from
pharmacies. Why hasn't the
COVID vaccine been made avail-
able at pharmacies, general physi-
cians and to the citizens?" he
asked.
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The Delhi forest department
will conduct the first-ever

wildlife census in the Asola
Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary in the
national Capital this year, and
one of its "focal points will be
leopards", according to officials.
The census is scheduled to
start in July and will take at
least three months to complete,
they said.

"It is one of the priorities
for the department this year.
We will try and make it a reg-
ular affair. Yearly censuses will
help ascertain changes in
wildlife in the area," Deputy
Conservator of Forests (South
Division) Amit Anand told
PTI.

The wildlife sanctuary
covers 32.71 sqkm area on the
southern Delhi Ridge of
Aravalli hill range on the Delhi-
Haryana border. 

It lies in southern Delhi
and northern parts of
Faridabad and Gurgaon dis-
tricts of Haryana and is part of
the Northern Aravalli leopard
wildlife corridor, which extends
from the Sariska National Park
in Rajasthan to Delhi 
Ridge.

The objective is to ascer-
tain how many species are pre-
sent in the sanctuary, how are
these distributed and what
problems do they face in a par-
ticular area, Anand said.  "For

example, sometimes, jackal
sightings are restricted to a par-
ticular area. It could be due to
some physical barrier or dis-
turbance. Scientific interven-
tions will be made to resolve
such issues and to improve
wildlife habitat with the help of
census data," he said.     

The official said leopards
will be one of the focal points
of the census, but other species
and birds are equally impor-
tant. 

"No animal should be
neglected," he said. "The cen-
sus will help us enrich the habi-
tat of leopards, ensuring avail-
ability of food and water," the
official added.

Sohail Madan of the
Bombay Natural History
Society said several leopard
sightings have been recorded in
the sanctuary by their staff and
forest officials over the last two
years.

"There are leopards, at
least, who have found habitat in

the sanctuary. It could be a
family, too," he said.  Anand
said there is sufficient man-
power available to take up the
counting. Besides, the depart-
ment will involve volunteers
from schools and colleges.

The sanctuary will be
divided into grids and teams
will be formed, one for every
grid, he said.

A methodology will be
prepared and these teams will
be trained accordingly. The
department will rope in
Bombay Natural History
Society and Wildlife Institute of
India for training of manpow-
er, he said.

"At present, we are procur-
ing camera traps for this pur-
pose. The census is likely to
take at least three months to
complete," he said.

The results will be pub-
lished by December and the
exercise is likely to be replicat-
ed in other areas of Delhi
thereafter, officials said.
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Delhi Government is escalating
the number of beds in the hos-
pitals. In the last three days,
more than 2000 beds have been
added and in the coming 2-3
days, an additional 2000-2500
will be increased," he said. 

Jain said that covid has last-
ed for more than a year and the
most effective way to curb the
infection is to wear a mask and
follow the protocol of sanitisa-
tion and social distancing. 

"The night curfew in Delhi
from 10 pm to 5 am has been
done to avoid unnecessary
crowds that could cause the
virus to spread. The curfew was
done temporarily and the
impact will be analysed," he said. 

Jain said that as per the
new trend, the virus was fast
spreading among the people
aged between 20-45 years, who
may not get affected much but
can pose a threat to the elder-
ly at homes. Therefore, the vac-
cination should now be made
available to all ages. 

Talking about the effec-
tiveness of the night curfew, Jain
added, "We cannot impose
night curfew in certain parts, it
has to be applied to all of Delhi.
However it has been done for
the time being. We will analyse
the impact. It is not a harsh deci-
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sion, it will start from 10 PM in
the night and people generally
finish their work by then."

Responding to the queries
surrounding loss of employ-

ment due to the night curfew,
Jain said, "Taxis are allowed and
if someone is coming from out-
side and have valid tickets they
can travel. For restaurants and

hotels, the timing is anyway 11
PM."

Talking about functioning
of OPDs in Delhi Governments
hospitals as it is closed in

AIIMS, Jain added, "We have
directed all Delhi Governments
hospitals to increase the Covid
beds and they would take fur-
ther decisions accordingly." 
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India and Kazakhstan will
review their bilateral defence

and strategic ties during talks
here on Thursday between vis-
iting Defence Minister Lt
General Nurlan Yermekbayev
and his Indian counterpart
Rajnath Singh.

Giving details on
Wednesday, defence ministry
officials said the Kazakhstan
minister is on an official visit
to India from April 7-10. He
arrived in Jodhpur on
Wednesday and is expected to
travel to Jaisalmer, New Delhi
and Agra for meetings and visit
to defence establishments.

Yermekbayev will hold a
bilateral meeting with Rajnath
on Thursday. This will be the
first meeting after
Yermekbayev was re-appoint-
ed as Defence Minister of
Kazakhstan.

The two Ministers had
last met in Moscow on
September five last year on the
sidelines of Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) Defence Ministers’
meeting. The Kazakh Defence
Minister is in India on the
invitation of the Indian
Defence Minister, they said.

Relations between India
and Kazakhstan are ancient
and historical going back to

more than 2,000 years. There
has been a constant and reg-
ular flow of trade in goods
and, more importantly,
exchange of ideas and cultur-
al influences. The flow of
Buddhism from India to
Central Asia and Sufi ideas
from Central Asia to India are
two such examples.

India was one of the first
countries to recognise the
independence of Kazakhstan.
Diplomatic relations were
established in February 1992.
The first Prime Minister of
India Jawahar Lal Nehru
accompanied by daughter
Indira Gandhi visited Almaty
in 1955. Dr. Radhakrishnan
visited Kazakhstan in 1956 in
his capacity as Vice President.
President Nursultan
Nazarbayev visited India in
February 1992. Thereafter, he

has visited India in 1993 (tran-
sit visit), 1996, 2002 and 2009.
He was the Chief Guest at the
Republic Day parade in New
Delhi on January 26, 2009.

Prime Minister Narsimha
Rao visited Kazakhstan in
1993, Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee in June 2002,
Manmohan Singh in April
2011 and Narendra Modi in
July 2015 (bilateral visit) and
June 2017 (SCO summit).

Defence cooperation is an
essential pillar of strategic
partnership with Kazakhstan
(bilateral relations enhanced to
strategic partnership in 2009).
The Indo-Kazakh Defence
Cooperation is carried out
under the framework of an
agreement on ‘Defence and
Military Technical
Cooperation’ signed in July
2015.

The new agreement
includes conduct of joint train-
ing, exercises, military-tech-
nical cooperation, UN peace-
keeping and exchange of intel-
ligence. Kazakh Armed Forces
Unit underwent training on
peacekeeping operations in
India in April-May 2018 for
deployment under the com-
mand of an Indian Battalion at
UNIFIL, Lebanon, and an
MOU in this regard was
signed in Astana in August
2018.
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On the occasion of World
Health Day on

Wednesday, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi urged people
to focus on fighting Covid-19
by taking all precautions,
including wearing a mask, reg-
ularly washing hands and fol-
lowing other protocols.

His appeal comes amid a
spike in Covid-19 cases  with
1,15,736 new cases registered
in the last 24 hours, 80 percent
of which were contributed by
eight States including
Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh,
Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh,
Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu and Kerala.

To make the matter worse,
12 States are displaying an
upward trajectory in daily
new cases. At least, 630 deaths
were reported in the last 24
hours.

“#WorldHealthDay is a
day to reaffirm our gratitude
and appreciation to all those
who work day and night to
keep our planet healthy,” the
Prime Minister tweeted.

It is also a day to reiterate

our commitment to support-
ing research and innovation in
healthcare, Modi said.

“On #WorldHealthDay,
let us keep the focus on fight-
ing COVID-19 by taking all
possible precautions including
wearing a mask, regularly
washing hands and following
the other protocols,” he said in
a series of tweets. At the same
time, do take all possible steps
to boost immunity and stay fit,
Modi added.

“The Government of
India is taking numerous mea-
sures including Ayushman
Bharat and PM Janaushadhi
Yojana to ensure people get
access to top quality and

affordable healthcare,” Modi
said.

India is also conducting
the world’s largest vaccination
drive to strengthen the fight
against COVID-19, he assert-
ed.

India’s total active caseload
has reached 8,43,473. It now
comprises 6.59 per cent of the
country’s total positive cases.
A net incline of 55,250 cases
recorded from the total active
caseload in the last 24 hours.

M a h a r a s h t r a ,
Chhattisgarh, Karnataka,
Kerala and Uttar Pradesh
cumulatively account for 74.5
percent of India’s total active
cases. Maharashtra alone

accounts for 56.17 percent of
the total active caseload of the
country. Of 630 deaths report-
ed in the last 24 hours, eight
States account for 84.44 per-
cent of the new deaths.
Maharashtra saw the maxi-
mum casualties (297) followed
by Punjab (61).

However, amid worrying
trends, eleven States/UTs pro-
vided relief as not Covid-19
deaths were reported in the
last 24 hours. These are
Odisha, Ladakh (UT), D&D,
D&N, Nagaland, Meghalaya,
Sikkim, Manipur,
Lakshadweep, Mizoram, A&N
Islands and Arunachal
Pradesh.
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US Special Presidential
Envoy for Climate John

Kerry called on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Wednesday
and discussed issues relating to
climate, including a forthcom-
ing summit of 40 world lead-
ers.

Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) spokesperson
Arindam Bagchi said the dis-
cussions focussed on the cli-
mate leaders’ summit as well as
issues in the context of the
upcoming United Nations
Climate Change Conference
(COP26) and the UN
Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCC).

Kerry is currently on a
visit to India.

“US Special Presidential
Envoy for Climate John Kerry
@ClimateEnvoy called on PM
@narendramodi. Discussions
centred on forthcoming
Climate Leaders’ Summit as
well as climate issues in the
context of the @COP26 to the
@UNFCCC which is to be
held later this year,” Bagchi said
in a tweet.

Kerry held separate meet-
ings with External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and
Environment Minister Prakash
Javadekar on Tuesday with a
focus on issues relating to
global climate action.

Following the meetings,
Kerry, in a tweet, described
India as a “vital partner in our
fight against the climate crisis.
We must raise ambition togeth-
er, or we will fail together”.

Climate change has been a
major area of focus for US
President Joe Biden. After tak-
ing charge as the president,
Biden, on January 20,
announced the return of the
United States to the Paris cli-
mate accord.

Biden has invited 40 world
leaders, including Modi, to the
virtual summit on climate cri-
sis later this month.

Chinese President Xi
Jinping and his Russian coun-
terpart Vladimir Putin are
among the key leaders invited
to the two-day conference
beginning April 22. 
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Underlining that the coun-
try is facing multiple and

varied security threats, Chief of
Defence Staff (CDS) General
Bipin Rawat said here on
Wednesday the leadership dis-
played political will to uphold
national interests in the face of
“unprovoked assault” on its
security and dignity. 

This observation was in
apparent reference to the near-
ly ten month long tension at the
Line of Actual Control(LAC) in
eastern Ladakh last year. The
border was face-offs and violent
brawl.

Incidentally, his remarks
came days ahead of the likely
11th round of meeting of the
Corps Commanders of India
and China to work out disen-
gagement plan from the face-off
sites in Ladakh.  The meeting is
likely to take place on Saturday.

Addressing a seminar here,
Rawat said the country is facing
multiple and varied security
threats and challenges across the
full spectrum of conflicts-- from
proxy war to hybrid to non-con-
tact conventional war. 

He asserted that India will
have to develop capabilities to
deal with such challenges firm-
ly and vigorously without cre-
ating any insecurity among its
friends.

In his address, the CDS
also referred to evolution of
India’s military, and said the
country must come out of the
temptation of looking at the
western world for security solu-
tions, and instead, tell the world
to come and learn from its vast
experience in dealing with
diverse challenges.

Rawat said India’s external
threats can be met with effective
diplomacy and adequate defence
capability but at the same time
noted that strong political insti-
tutions, economic growth and
social harmony are prerequisite
for internal stability.
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Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan on

Wednesday accused a bunch
of States like Maharashtra
and Chhattisgarh of playing
vaccine politics and said some
political leaders were spread-
ing panic among people to
distract attention from their
failures in dealing with the
Covid-19 pandemic.

“Playing politics is easy,
but improving governance
and health infrastructure is
the real test,” the Minister said
highlighting the inability of
some states to contain the
coronavirus transmission and
increase the vaccination.

Amid demand from
Maharashtra and Andhra
Pradesh who have sent an
SOS alert to the Centre over
Covid-19 vaccine scarcity, the
Minister asserted that there
was no shortage of vaccines.

He also took exception to
the statements being made by
a section of political leaders
asking to open up vaccination
to everyone above the age of
18, or to drastically lower the
minimum age criteria for vac-
cination eligibility.

“Primary aim of vaccina-
tion is to reduce mortality
among the most vulnerable
people and enable society to
beat the pandemic. “So long

as the supply of vaccines
remains limited, there is no
option but to prioritize,” said
Harsh Vardhan.

When states ask to open
up vaccine supplies to every-
one over 18, we must presume
that they have done saturation
coverage of healthcare work-
ers, frontline workers and
senior citizens. But the facts
are altogether different, he
tried to make his point.

Harsh Vardhan minced
no words as he said that
Maharashtra has vaccinated
just only 86 percent of health
workers with the first dose.
The equivalent numbers for
Delhi and Punjab are 72 per-
cent and 64 percent. 

On the other hand, 10
Indian states/UTs have done
more than 90 percent.
Further, Maharashtra has vac-
cinated just 41 percent of

healthcare workers with a
second dose. 

Equivalent numbers for
Delhi and Punjab are 41 per-
cent and 27 percent.

The Minister continued
with his attack on the Sena-
ruled State as he said, “When
it comes to senior citizens,
Maharashtra has vaccinated
just 25%, Delhi has vaccinat-
ed 30% & Punjab has vacci-
nated only 13%. There are 4
states/UTs that have already
vaccinated more than 50%”.

“Doesn’t it seem evident
that these states are trying to
divert attention from their
poor vaccination efforts by
just continuously shifting the
goal-posts? Politicizing such
a public health issue is a
damning indictment of cer-
tain political leaders who
should know better,” the
Minister said.

“The lackadaisical atti-
tude of the State Government
has singularly bogged down
the entire country’s efforts to
fight the virus,” he said as he
also ta lked about
Chhattisgarh and urged the
state government to focus on
its energies on ramping up
their health infrastructure
rather than on petty politick-
ing.

“Chhattisgarh has seen a
disproportionately higher
number of deaths in the last
2-3 weeks. Their testing
remains heavily dependent
on rapid antigen tests which
is not a wise strategy. The
state Government in fact
refused to use Covaxin
despite  it  being given
Emergency Use Authorisation
(EUA) by the Drug Controller
of India.”

In fact, many other States
also need to bring their
healthcare systems up to the
mark. For example, the qual-
ity of testing needs to improve
in Karnataka, Rajasthan and
Gujarat. 

In Punjab, the high Case
Fatality Rate needs to be
improved by early identifica-
tion of those needing hospi-
talization. Mask-wearing and
social distancing compliance
are slack in a large number of
States, he said.
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The Election Commission
(EC) on Wednesday issued

notice to West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee for
allegedly violating the model
code of conduct over her com-
ments in which seeking votes
on communal grounds in a
speech on April 3 in
Tarakeshwar, Hooghly. Mamata
has urged Muslim voters not to
let their votes be split among
different political parties.  The
Commission has asked to
explain her stand within 48
hours after receipt of the notice.

“Whereas the statement
made by Mamata Banerjee on
April 3, 2021 has been exam-
ined in the Commission and
the same has been found to be
in violation of the provisions
contained in Section 123 ( 3) ,
3 ( A) of the Representation of
the People Act 1951 and also
clauses ( 2) , ( 3) and ( 4) of Part
1 of General Conduct of Model
Code of Conduct for the guid-

ance of political parties and
candidates, the notice read.
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The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved a

production linked incentive
(PLI) scheme for white goods
- Air Conditioners and LED
Lights - with a budgetary out-
lay of �6,238 crore. Commerce
and Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal said the approval of the
scheme for ACs and LEDs
will give a boost to domestic
manufacturing.     

The prime objective of the
scheme is to make manufac-
turing in India globally com-
petitive by removing sectoral
disabilities, creating economies
of scale and ensuring efficien-
cies. 

It is designed to create a
complete component ecosys-
tem in India and make India
an integral part of the global
supply chains. The scheme is
expected to attract global
investments, generate large-
scale employment opportuni-
ties and enhance exports sub-
stantially.

“The PLI scheme for white
goods shall extend an incentive
of 4 percent to 6 percent on
incremental sales of goods
manufactured in India for a
period of five years to compa-
nies engaged in manufacturing

of Air Conditioners and LED
Lights,” an official statement
said. 

Selection of companies for
the scheme will be done to
incentivise manufacturing of
components or sub-assem-
blies, which are not manufac-
tured in India presently with
sufficient capacity. Mere
assembly of finished goods
will not be incentivised, the
statement said.               

Goyal said that the scheme
would help in increasing value
addition from 25 percent to 75
percent in the AC segment and
40-45 percent in LED lights.
About �35 lakh crore worth of
additional output is expected
from 13 sectors, which avail
PLI benefits in the next five
years, he added.
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The Election Commission
has ordered the transfer of

district election officer of
Dakshin Dinajpur Nikhil
Nirmal; DEO of Purba
Bardhaman Enaur Rahman;
and DEO of Pashchim
Bardhaman Purnendu Kumar
Maji; transferred officers not to
be given election-related post-
ing. C Murgan, a 2007 batch
IAS officer will replace Nirmal;
Shilpa Gaurisaria will replace
Enaur Rahman and Anurag
Srivastave will replace
Purnendu Kumar Maji.
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The National Green Tribunal
has sought action taken

report (ATR) on a plea alleging
accumulation of garbage and
sewage on the bank of Agra
canal, resulting in damage to the
environment.

A bench headed by NGT
Chairperson Justice A K Goel
said that action must include
diversion of sewage to STP,
rejuvenating ponds including
their de-sludging/ removal of
waste and preventing burning of
waste.

“We direct that further
action be taken expeditiously
and action taken report filed
before the next date by e-mail,”
the bench said.

The tribunal was hearing a
plea filed by Faridabad residents
Tulinder Katoch and others
stating that the piled-up garbage
and flowing sewage is affecting
the health of the children study-
ing in the nearby schools. 

Apart from municipal
garbage, there is also plastic
waste, construction and 
demolition waste, bio-medical
waste and e-waste, the plea
said.

“There is pool of stagnant
water giving rise to mosquitoes
and having potential for dis-
eases. The applicant approached
the concerned authorities but no
action has been taken. The
applicant has filed photographs
showing the collected garbage
and waste water,” the plea said. 
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Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday

batted for Covid-19 vaccine
for all, saying every Indian
“deserves the chance to a safe
life”.

The health ministry on
Tuesday said the vaccine
needs to be given to those who
need it and not those who
want it. The COVID-19 vac-
cine is currently available to all
Indians above the age of 45
years.

“It’s ridiculous to debate
needs and wants. Every Indian
deserves the chance to a safe
life,” Gandhi said on Twitter,
using the hashtag
“#CovidVaccine”.

He later shared a video of
a person being beaten up by
police in Indore for alleged
violation of COVID-19
norms.

“Such type of shameful,
inhuman behaviour in the
name of enforcing Corona
guidelines is unacceptable to
the country. Where should the
public go when policemen
who are supposed to protect
people commit such atroci-
ties,” he said in a tweet in
Hindi.

Gandhi also lauded the
health warriors on World
Health Day and shared a pic-
ture of his with them on
Instagram. 
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CHENNAI: The much
acclaimed vaccine for Covid-19
is not effective to fight the pan-
demic, as it has been made out,
according to a highly respect-
ed medical physician in
Chennai.

Dr CV Krishnaswami,
Tamil Nadu’s leading physician
and a reputed medical scientist
with hundreds of research pub-
lications in internationally peer
reviewed scientific journals
has cautioned the State and
Central Governments, medical
fraternity and civil society
against the “false euphoria”
after the vaccination.

Tamil Nadu has been diag-
nosing more than 3000 new
cases of Covid-19 on a daily
basis since April 1 and doctors
do not rule out the possibility

of the daily cases crossing the
4,000 mark this week itself.

Dr Krishnaswami who is
also the editor for Indian sub-
continent of the international-
ly peer reviewed “Journal of the
Science of Healing Outcomes”,
has been monitoring the
‘progress’ of this pandemic
since it was reported from
Wuhan in China in early 2020.
He along with Padma
Vibhushan Prof B M Hegde has
been providing valuable med-
ical data and information about
the characteristics of Covid-19
to medical researchers and the
civil society.

His anguish is a follow up
to the sudden upsurge in the
number of new Covid-19 cases
diagnosed in Tamil Nadu of
late. PNS
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AMuslim League worker was hacked to
death and his brother was grievously

assaulted allegedly by CPI(M) activists in
Kerala’s Kannur district within hours of the
conclusion of the elections to the State
Assembly.

Manzoor who was hacked by a group of
persons around 8 pm in front of his house late
Tuesday night breathed his last in the wee
hours of Wednesday at a corporate hospital
in Kozhikode. His brother Mohsin who was
injured in the attack has been admitted to a
hospital in a critical stage.

R Ilango, superintendent of police,
Kannur, said the murder was political in
nature and a neighbor of Manzoor has been
taken into custody. He refused to disclose
more details as the police was into the
process of investigation. “We have  enough
information that proves that more than ten
persons were injured in this attack,” he said.

Muslim League leader P K Kunhalikutty
visited the residence of the vistim and con-
soled the parents. Elsewhere in the State, the
CPI(M) launched attacks on Congress work-
ers resulting in the  hospitalization of two
workers belonging to the Grand Old Party get-

ting seriously injured.
“The CPI(M) has become a party of mur-

derers and they have been taken over by a fear
of losing the polls. The Marxists become vio-
lent when they understand that they are about
to lose the polls. This has been the precedence
in Kerala,” said Chennithala while speaking
to reporters. Though Wednesday has been by
and large peaceful, there was no shortage of
verbal duel by the leaders of Congress and the
CPI(M). Mullappalli Ramachandran, KPCC
president blamed the CPI(M) and BJP for
transferring votes to each other with the sole
objective of defeating the Congress.

He alleged that the CPI(M) voted in favor
of the BJP at Manjeswaram where the
Hindutwa party had fielded K Surendran as
its candidate while the BJP is believed to have
voted in favor of the Congress.

But K Surendran alleged that
Ramachandran has lost his mental balance
resulting in incoherent statements by the lat-
ter. Charges and Counter charges were seen
flying from the camps of Marxists and the BJP
as the high pitch campaign has given way to
a period of inactivity.

All political parties have to undergo a peri-
od of inactivity for the next 26  days as results
would be announced only on May 2.
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Administrative preparations for panchayat elections are going
on in full swing. In view of the outbreak of corona, the Election

Commission has issued orders on this basis. The situation has also
become clear regarding the corona infection. If a voter is corona
infected, they will also be able to cast vote. However, he will get a
chance to vote at the end. Corona protocol has to be fully followed.
ADM Finance Legislative Assembly Jaiswal said that the district
will go for polls on April 29. Preparations are going on for this. The
nomination process will start from 17 April. He told that if a per-
son is corona infected and he is a voter of a gram panchayat, will-
ing to cast his vote, he will be taken by ambulance wearing PPE
kit to the concerned polling station. Due to the corona, addition-
al staff have also been placed in the reserve this time. If any employ-
ee gets infected during duty at polling or any other place, then  anoth-
er person will do duty in his place. No officer and employee shall
conduct elections without using masks, sanitizers. The rules of social
distancing will be followed.
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Even as violence continued in Bengal with reports of TMC-
BJP clashes coming from all sides, alleged Trinamool sup-

porters attacked the convoy of Bengal BJP president Dilip Ghosh,
at Sitai in the same district in North Bengal.

The incident took place hours after Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee delivered an alleged inflammatory speech asking the
people of Coochbehar to gherao the central forces and block-
ade them. 

Ghosh suffered minor injuries as stones were pelted at his
vehicle breaking its windshield. “We had just ended our meet-
ing and were preparing to move back to Coochbehar when the
TMC supporters returning from Mamata Banerjee’s rally
attacked us with bombs, bamboos and bricks. Many cars were
damaged and the BJP leadership had to literally run for safety…
the police left us to our fate and our personal security men some-
how managed to drive us to Coochbehar.”

He said “Mamata Banerjee is leaving jungle raj in Bengal …
if the politicians with so much of security have to run for safe-
ty like this then one can understand the condition of the com-
mon people … how will they come out and vote … this is a ploy
by the Chief Minister to scare the voters away … the BJP will
definitely bring this to the notice of the Election Commission.”
Incidentally a BJP supporter was shot dead at Coochbehar on
Monday Wednesday morning.

Almost at the same time when Ghosh was being attacked at
Coochbehar TMC leader and Goghat candidate Najbul Karim
was attacked by alleged BJP men while he was returning to
Hooghly from Kolkata. In a skirmish that ensued immediately,
quite a few workers from both sides were injured. The BJP leader
had  been hospitalized with head injuries, sources said.
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In the absence of any clarity
over the fate of CRPF Cobra

Commando Rakehswar Singh
Manhas, held hostage by the
Maoists in  Chhattisgarh since
April 3, close family members
along with large number of
local residents on Wednesday
staged a protest demonstration
before disrupting traffic on
the Jammu Poonch National
highway for several hours.

The angry relatives were
demanding safe return of the
commando at the earliest.

"None of the local author-
ities have so far visited the res-
idence of the CRPF comman-
do to apprise them about his
whereabouts and efforts being
made to ensure his early
release"  said several close rel-
atives while participating in the
protest demonstration.

On the other hand, Maoists
leadership Wednesday circu-
lated a photo of the CRPF com-
mando in the media and
claimed he was safe in their
custody.

In Jammu the family mem-
bers including wife of the
CRPF commando Meenu Chib
also heaved a sigh of relief after
receiving the information.

Meanwhile, several angry

youth, who participated in the
dharna questioned the policy of
the centre government over
handling Naxal threat.  They
claimed the govt was not initi-
ating action against the Maoists
due to political compulsions.
The local residents also shout-
ed slogans against the govern-
ment over causing undue delay
in ensuring  safe return of the
CRPF commando.  

The dharna which started
around 10.30 a.m continued till
2.30 p.m leading to long traf-
fic jam along the busy route. To
prevent congestion the local
traffic police authorities had
diverted the traffic via other
routes to contain the situation
in the area. 

The dharna was lifted after
senior police officers along
with local administrative offi-
cers pacified them to return to
their homes.
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Gogunuru (Andhra Pradesh):
The police in Andhra Pradesh's
Chittoor district have cracked a
temple attack case at Gonuguru vil-
lage within 24 hours of the incident
on Wednesday.

On Tuesday, a complaint was
filed at the Kuppam Urban police
station that some unknown mis-
creants have destroyed the idols at
the Subramanya Swamy temple
located on top of a hill.

Chittoor police immediately
formed three special teams to
investigate the case and followed
the leads provided by the temple
management, priest and a few
locals.

"It was unearthed that Jyothi,
a mentally unstable lady who fre-
quently visited the temple, dese-
crated the idols on March 31
under the influence of toddy," said
a police officer.

Senthil Kumar, the
Superintendent of Police (SP) in
Chittoor, said the temple is locat-
ed at a very isolated spot and is
rarely visited by the devotees unless
it is a special occasion.

He noted that even the temple
priest visits it only once a week.

"The temple management,
priest and locals voiced their sus-
picion on a lady who goes by the
name Jyothi. She is mentally unsta-
ble and frequently visited the tem-
ple at odd hours, according to the
locals," said Kumar.

During questioning, Jyothi
revealed to the police that she des-
ecrated the idols a week ago after
consuming toddy at a local store.

Jyothi told the police that she
placed the idols in a ditch 20 metres
away from the temple and went
back to the village the same day

and told people that she had killed
Murugan. But the people did not
take her seriously owing to her
mental condition.

"Murugan is how Subramanya
Swamy is referred to locally. The
matter was reported after the priest
visited the temple on Tuesday," said
the IPS officer.

The southern state has already
witnessed umpteen alleged temple
attacks in the past few months,
sparking wild theories and oppor-
tunist political mudslinging.

Irrespective of the govern-
ment of the day or the political
party in power, temple offences
occurred in Andhra Pradesh
almost every year in the past five
years, as per the statistics shared
earlier by Director General of
Police (DGP) Gautam Sawang.

Under the Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) government, 163 temple
offences were reported in 2015, 139
in 2017, 123 in 2018 and 177 in
2019, when the government tran-
sitioned to the YSR Congress Party
(YSRCP).

In 2020, a year which saw an
uproar following the chariot burn-
ing at the Sri Lakshmi Narasimha
Swamy temple in Antarvedi, there
were 143 alleged temple 
offences.

Until January 14 this year, as
many as 58,871 religious places
have been mapped, while 43,824
CCTV cameras have been installed
in 13,089 religious places. As many
as 1,635 temple offenders have
been rounded up from September
2020 onwards. 

A total of 15,394 village
defence squads have been formed
and the numbers are expected to
go up. IANS

Panaji: Chief Minister Pramod Sawant-led Government's
decision to notify rules for the Central Motor Vehicle
(Amendment) Act, 2019, which mandates heavy penal-
ties for traffic related offences has triggered a new flash-
point between the Opposition and the BJP-led coalition
Government.

A day after the government notified the penalties -
- which are scheduled to be implemented from May 1 -
- opposition parties have accused the government of fleec-
ing the state's population, which is already reeling under
the economic impact of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Goa's Transport Minister Mauvin Godinho howev-
er said that the state government has only opted for a min-
imum bracket of fines and penalties, which have been
mandated by the amended law.

"With the notification of the new penalties, the gov-
ernment will basically pinch the already empty pockets
of the people of Goa," state Congress president Girish
Chodankar said on Wednesday.

"We will not allow the government to implement the
(amended) Motor Vehicle Act with steep hike in fines
and penalties, till proper, safe and secure roads and infra-
structure is put in place," Chodankar also said.

According to the new penalty tariff unveiled by the
Goa government, while driving a light motor vehicle with-
out a valid licence attracted a penalty of Rs. 500, under
the new tariff structure the fine has been increased to
Rs. 1,500.

Fine for overspeeding has also been increased from
Rs. 400 to Rs. 1,500. Those using mobile phones while
driving light motor vehicles will be fined Rs. 3,000 for
the first offence and Rs. 10,000 for subsequent offences,
while previously the fine was limited to Rs. 500.

Repeated offences under the new central law would
also result in suspension of the driver's licence for three
months.According to Goa's Transport Minister Mauvin
Godinho, those who did not violate traffic norms had
no reason to worry about the high penalties.

Godinho also said that the state government was only
implementing a central law and the intention was not to
harass the common man.

"Because we have the interest of the common man
in mind, we have kept the fines at minimum. Where the
range of penalties is between Rs. 1000 to Rs. 10000, we
have kept it at Rs. 1000 only. We are not trying to pinch
the pockets of the people to earn revenue. We are only
following the central legislation, implementation of which
was delayed in GOa due to the pandemic," Godinho 
said. IANS
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Bahujan Samaj Party President
Mayawati on Wednesday

expressed concern over the viola-
tion of Covid safety protocols in
election rallies. In a tweet, she has
urged the government and the
people to ensure implementation of
safety protocols during campaign-
ing and in election rallies.

"The Central and the state gov-
ernments as well as the public
should take the increase in coron-
avirus cases in the country very
seriously. But inaction towards
violation of Covid protocol, espe-
cially in election rallies and road
shows, is a matter of grave concern.
It needs appropriate attention," she
said.

The number of new coron-
avirus cases in India has hit a record
daily high since the outbreak of the
pandemic with over 1.15 lakh new
infections being reported in a span
of 24 hours, pushing the nationwide
Covid-19 infection tally to
1,28,01,785.
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Lucknow: Lucknow is turning
into the biggest Covid hotspot
in Uttar Pradesh.

After 40 doctors in the
King George's Medical
University (KGMU) tested pos-
itive for Covid on Tuesday
night, 11 employees of the Axis
Bank in the posh Hazratganj
locality tested positive for the
virus on Wednesday.

As the corona scare gets
bigger, vaccine hesitancy is also
on the rise since most of those
who have tested positive in the
medical facilities had received

the vaccination.
KGMU Vice Chancellor,

Lt Gen Dr Vipin Puri (retd), has
tested positive for Covid for the
second time in nine months. He
had tested positive in August
last year. He took the second
dose of vaccine on March 25
last.Dr Sandeep Tewari of
KGMU said: "During last four
days, around 40 doctors, includ-
ing Medical Superintendent Dr
Himanshu, have tested posi-
tive."

Most of the doctors have
tested positive despite taking

both the doses of vaccine.
Around 20 doctors of the

General Surgery Department
have tested positive, as well as
nine doctors of the Urology
Department and three doctors
of the Medicine Department
have been tested positive.

Tests of several other fac-
ulty members are being con-
ducted after they complained of
influenza-like symptoms and
their reports will be available
later. Screening of entire staff in
several departments has been
done on Wednesday.

The heads of the Sanjay
Gandhi Post Graduate Institute
of Medical Sciences, the
Medanta Hospital and the Era
Medical college have already
tested positive for Covid even
after getting vaccinated.

Meanwhile, seven deaths
were reported in the state dur-
ing last 24 hours, taking the
death toll to 1,248. They includ-
ed Professor Brajesh Shukla of
Lucknow University, a recipient
of Padma Shri, and chief phar-
macist of police lines, R.K. 
Chaudhary. IANS
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chose to identify themselves as
unpartisan “independent”.
However, in the Indian polit-
ical context, nonpartisanship is
not plausible in governance
unless it pertains to an apolit-
ical constitutional appoint-
ment. This has led to political
parties positing the veterans
within their ranks to imply
nationalistic and muscular
credentials — these optics
then transcend the parties to
assume the mantle of defend-
ers of the military and paint
their rival parties as enfeebled,
compromised or even “anti-
nationalists”.

Partisan preferences, bias-
es and opinions asides, the vet-
erans are a potential reservoir
of trained constitutionalists
and patriots (not simply
“nationalists”) who have led a
life of unique experiences and
perspectives. They come with
a natural sense of service, dis-
cipline and duty that could be
utilised towards betterment
in a larger team, with other
diversities of competence.
There is no bipartisan “lobby”
to champion the institutional
urgencies and concerns collec-
tively and, instead, it remains
a domain of constant and
petty upmanship. If anything,
even more participation from

the veteran community should
be welcomed – and it should
be embedded in all regional
and national parties, and not be
the exclusive preserve of any
one party, as that steers the
“institution” towards the dan-
gerous waters of politicisation.

Veterans in electoral fray
must shun any suggestion of
institutional endorsement, as
hereinafter they must fight
the electoral battle, in their
personal and partisan capac-
ity, and not on behalf of their
earlier identity from an
avowedly apolitical institu-
tion. Many illustrious veter-
ans like BC Khanduri,
Jaswant Singh and Rajesh
Pilot earned their “political
stripes” and accomplishments
based on their individual
work and contributions, and
not owing to any jingoistic
invocation or milking of emo-
tions. Veterans must not allow
themselves to be debased as
only “show trophies” and,
instead, demand their own
space and relevance, basis
their abilities. To imply an
electoral contest to be below
the dignity for a veteran to
contest is also misplaced arro-
gance and uncharitable onto
many more from other fields
of similar accomplishment. 

The real challenge for the
veterans entering the political
space is in walking the thin
line of partisan anchorage
with the full know that they
will also be contextualised to
their former identity, and
therefore the need to maintain
the conduct, restraint and
rectitude that is often missing
amongst the unhinged politi-
cians. Widespread presence of
veterans across the political
aisles in various assemblies
also augurs well for the long-
term security of the nation, as
the conversations, debates
and policy arguments become
enriched with more informed
participants. Usually the
guardrails of propriety and
steadfastness in ensuring the
“apolitical” moorings of the
Armed Forces are best known
to the veterans themselves —
it is incumbent on the veter-
ans venturing into politics to
tread the path carefully and
not fall for the bogey traps
that are often laid by reckless
politicians. The journey from
olive green to khadi is never
a straight line.

(The writer, a military vet-
eran, is a former Lt Governor
of Andaman & Nicobar
Islands and Puducherry. The
views expressed are personal.)
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The election to the West
Bengal Legislative
Assembly bears an inter-
esting candidate, a veter-

an combatant and former Deputy
Chief of Army Staff. Beyond his
distinguished soldiering career,
the said veteran has also tenured
as a member of the National
Security Advisory Board. Yet
the news of his jumping into the
electoral fray was met with mixed
reactions, even amongst the “uni-
formed” fraternity. Beyond par-
tisan considerations impacting
views about his candidature, the
historical unease between the
political realm and the “apoliti-
cal” barracks underlies the awk-
ward relationship and reactions.

What is indisputable is the
principle that in a participative
democracy, the institution of the
Armed Forces must remain
politically neutral, visibly and
perceptibly. Equally, what is
true is that the institution of the
Armed Forces has witnessed a
continuous slide and diminish-
ment for all practical purposes
(condescending invocations
notwithstanding), and the same
has been contributed by all
political parties, without any
exception. Put simply, the
“voice” of the Armed Forces in
the corridors of power, unlike
other democracies such as the
US or UK, remains supremely
underrepresented. Therefore,
the ability to participate and
contribute meaningfully via the
electoral route for the veterans
cannot only be beneficial for
his/her constituents, but also for
the institution of the Armed
Forces, various political parties,
as also the nation at large. The
challenge, however, would be to
disallow the appropriation and
subsuming of the Armed Forces
and the definitive imagery of the
‘Indian Soldier’ under any par-
tisan flag.

Many decorated US veterans
have chosen to serve partisan
governments, albeit under the tag
of “independent”. Legendary
scholar-warrior Gen James
Mattis (Retd), who served the
Republican administration of
Donald Trump as the Def-Sec, or
even Democrat Joe Biden’s Def-
Sec, Gen Lloyd Austin (Retd),

SOUNDBITE
���������	�
��������
Sir —Just what was feared has happened;
the Coronavirus cases across the country
are up again. The efforts put in collective-
ly have all but gone in vain. It seems like
2020 has still not left us. The cases are
reaching record highs; curfews and par-
tial lockdowns are being reinforced. This
cannot be happening again! Alas, it is! We
have been nothing short of reckless; the
face masks have now become chin guards,
social distancing has gone for a toss and
people are partying as if it were 2019.

We are averaging at about five persons
per 100 people—this number is absolute-
ly a disgrace since we are the ‘pharmacy
of the world’. It’s beyond ridiculous that we
are exporting vaccines all over the world
rather than vaccinating our people first.
The Indian Medical Association (IMA)
and the Chief Ministers of several States
have appealed to the Central Government
to open vaccination for all people above
18, but Union Health Secretary Rajesh
Bhushan resorted to saying that “the aim
is not to administer the vaccine to those
who want it, but to those who need it”. The
Health Secretary has no sense. A vaccine
is not some beverage that people want; it
is a tool that people need to protect them-
selves from ailments. The impact of the
second wave is far more severe than the
first, thanks to the variants.

Focusing on the global good is what
makes us part of a larger society but that
does not mean your own citizens are being
sacrificed. We are still bearing the brunt
of the previous lockdown and we certain-
ly cannot afford another one. 

Sean Young |New Delhi

������������������������
Sir — The problem of Naxalism has been
around for more than six decades. As
many as 22 soldiers were recently killed in
a Naxal attack in Chhattisgarh. The men-
ace was not brought under control till it
spread to 22 States. Although some con-
trol is now in place, the problem is not yet
over. It may take a few more years to erad-

icate Naxalism. It can lead to the loss of
many innocent lives. With that in mind,
the help of the Air Force can be taken. That
Naxals are getting arms from countries like
China and Pakistan is an open secret.
While it is clear that the Naxals cannot
fight without weapons, it is also worth con-
sidering why efforts have not been made
to ensure that Naxals do not get weapons
from across the border. The Naxals are said
to have used rocket launchers in the attack
in Bijapur district. It is important to end
the problem of Naxalism as a whole. For
this, the Government should show will
power and make efforts in the right
direction and not just beat around the
bush. 

Nitesh Mandwariya | Neemuch 

������������������������
Sir — The six-member monetary policy
committee (MPC), headed by RBI

Governor Shaktikanta Das, retained repo
rate at 4 per cent and reverse repo rate at
3.35 per cent. The Central bank also stuck
to its accommodative stance amid con-
cerns that rising COVID-19 infections
could derail the country’s nascent eco-
nomic recovery. The increase in the
Government’s borrowings is likely to be
partially offset by RBI Open Market
Operations (OMOs) and secondary mar-
ket purchases of Government securities.
The inclusion of Government securities
global bond indices will add to the
demand. Unless inflation expectations
start increasing in the future, fixed income
investors will do well to remain invested
in Indian bonds. 

CK Subramaniam |Mumbai 
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The leaders of the Kashmir-centric politi-
cal parties have gone overboard with the
prospect of peace with our immediate

neighbour and the global hub of jihadi terror—
Pakistan. Backing Pakistan Army Chief General
Qamar Javed Bajwa’s call for Indo-Pak talks,
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) chief
Mehbooba Mufti has said that the Indian
Government should initiate talks with Islamabad. 

“The Government should understand that
the way to peace talks goes through the Kashmir
issue. We cannot reach peace without resolving
the Kashmir issue,” said Mufti. Speaking in a sim-
ilar vein, National Conference (NC) leader Omar
Abdullah said, “We have always said that good
relations between these two countries is not good
only for Jammu and Kashmir but for the entire
south Asia. It’s good that both countries, instead
of threatening each other, are talking.” 

The reasons for their optimism are well
understood because their political survival for
the decades in past had depended on the
Pakistan bogey. There is a convergence in the
views of Pakistani and Kashmiri leadership
because soft-separatism and sub-nationalism has
always been the ideological hall-mark of these
political parties. But the moot point is can
Pakistan be trusted?

It all began in the last week of February when
the Director General of Military Operations
(DGMO) of the two Armies agreed to observe
ceasefire on the Line of Control (LoC) in tune
with the 2003 ceasefire agreement. Then the two
statements, one after another, made during the
first edition of the Islamabad Security Dialogue
organised by Pakistan Security Division in col-
laboration with the country’s leading think-tanks
on March 17-18 expressing explicit desire for
peace with India took many by surprise since the
statements came from none other than the Prime
Minister and the Chief of Army Staff of Pakistan. 

Since then, endless debate has begun in the
media in both the countries with each claiming
peace to be compulsion of the other country.
While the entire world knows the truth, it has
become necessary for Pakistan to beat the drum
to satisfy the hardliners. Pakistan, for long, has
pushed aside geo-economics in favour of exploit-
ing its geo-strategic location.Its dwindling econ-
omy and near-bankruptcy has forced its leader-
ship, including military, albeit temporarily to
resume trade with India which requires normal-
cy of relations which had been brought to its
nadir by Pakistan post-abrogation of Article 370
by unilaterally withdrawing its High
Commissioner and suspension of  trade with
India. 

There was an inherent contradiction between
the statements of the Imran Khan and Bajwa.
While Khan made a little variation to his earli-
er stated position on March 5 while addressing
the Solidarity Day function at Muzaffarabad,
wherein he said that Pakistan would not talk to
India till the restoration of Article 370 in
Kashmir, he still stuck to resolution of Kashmir
issue as a prerequisite for peace talks. “There is
one issue that is stopping us [from improving
relations] at this time. We will make our efforts
but India must take the first step because after

August 5, till they take the first
step, unfortunately we cannot
move forward,” Khan said. The
next day, his Chief of Army Staff
said, it was time for India and
Pakistan to “bury the past and
move forward” as he asserted that
the peace between the two neigh-
bours would help “unlock” the
potential of South and Central
Asia. He further added that the ini-
tiative has to come from India.
Though he also referred to
Kashmir, he did not mention it as
a core issue and said that the
peaceful resolution of the issue can
lead to lasting peace in the region.

Immediately, after the
February 25 ceasefire offer, India
made it very clear that the onus lies
with Pakistan to create a conducive
atmosphere for any peace talks by
reiterating its well-known stand of
“terror and talks can’t go togeth-
er”. Qamar Bajwa did make a ref-
erence to Pakistan changing its
strategy from ‘geopolitics’ to ‘geo-
economics’. But Pakistan yet has to
walk the talk. From all available
inputs, there might have been a
change in the thinking of the
Pakistani brass and leadership but
there are no visible indicators of
any change in its “anti-India strat-
egy.” 

On the occasion of the 70th
National Day of Pakistan, PM
Modi extended greetings to his
counterpart Imran Khan and the
people of Pakistan. He desired to
have “cordial relations” with
Pakistan but for it to happen, an

“environment of trust” that is
“devoid of terror” is “imperative”,
said Modi in a letter addressed to
Khan. Post-August 5, 2019, India
has made its stand clear to the
global community that the dispute
regarding Kashmir is restricted to
the illegal occupation of the two-
third territory of the erstwhile State
of Jammu and Kashmir referred to
as Azad Kashmir and Pakistan-
occupied Jammu and Kashmir
(PoJK) by India. 

But from the response of
Khan, it has become obvious that
the offer of peace by Pakistan is
a sheer façade and Pakistan is just
buying time to have a breather
necessitated due to compelling
military and economic reasons at
home. He has tried to put the ball
back in India’s court. Imran Khan
has written to Modi for creating
an “enabling environment” suit-
ed for a constructive and result-
oriented dialogue to resolve out-
standing issues between the two
neighbours, including Jammu
and Kashmir issue. 

For a change, he has used the
phrase “including Jammu &
Kashmir” instead of it being the
core issue and no headway can be
made without its resolution first.
Maybe Qamar Bajwa, for whom
the breather is mandatory, has
been able to prevail upon Khan so
that he can continue unabatedly
to refurbish and rebuild his Army
and its assets on the LoC where
it has received a thorough batter-
ing from the Indian Army. 

Another thing to remember is
that Pakistan has yet not given up
terrorism as an instrument of
State policy. Through its proxies,
it continues to support terror in
Kashmir and is reported to be
spreading the network of sleeper
cells in our hinterland and the
North East. The Pakistan Army is
feverishly using the ceasefire peri-
od to upgrade its infrastructure on
the LoC, including establishing
new forward posts as well as
preparing gun areas and ammu-
nition points/dumps in the vil-
lages in depth in the close vicin-
ity of the LoC. 

It is also learnt that the
Pakistani Army with the help of
the People’s Liberation Army
(PLA) is constructing tunnels in
the posts for living shelters and
ammunition storage. It would
also provide them added protec-
tion during a nuclear attack. In
addition; it is also procuring from
China modern military hardware
as well as force multipliers like
drones and surveillance systems.

Pakistani Army continues to
treat India as an existential threat.
In the past, similar ceasefire offers
and peace overtures had been
made by the Pakistani chiefs but
they lasted only as long as
Pakistan needed the peace.
Unilateral abrogation and viola-
tion of the ceasefire agreements
have been the hallmark of unsta-
ble Indo-Pak relations. There is
nothing different so far to trust
Pakistan.
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In the relentless pursuit to
power the world of
tomorrow, humanity is

tirelessly involved in its quest
to discover newer fuels that
are cleaner and more effi-
cient. The express reduction
of carbon content of the
planet by the year 2050 is
now the major focus area for
nations across the globe. In
order to achieve this, decar-
bonising the production of
an element like hydrogen by
giving rise to Green
Hydrogen (GH) is one of the
keys as this is currently
responsible for more than 2
per cent of total global car-
bon dioxide emissions. 

An efficiently harnessed
GH can not only help get a
grip on the current level of
emissions, but also sustain-
ably power the future. The
global population is growing
at a robust rate of 1.1 per
cent per annum or increas-

ing by 83 million people
every year, this intense
human proliferation has had
a tremendous impact on
energy demand. 

According to the latest
estimates provided by the
International Energy Agency
(IEA),  the increasing
amount of watts required for
a human will mean that
global energy demand will
increase by 25 per cent-30
per cent by 2040. For almost
all economies surviving on
fossil fuels, this would mean
the generation of more car-
bon dioxide which, in turn,
will  exacerbate climate
change. Unless clean fuels
such as GH are developed as
sustainable alternatives, the
efforts to limit the rise in
global warming to under
1.5°C would be untenable.

Hydrogen is a universal,
light and very reactive fuel
that is generated through the

chemical process of elec-
trolysis. Electrolysis utilises
electric current to separate
the hydrogen from oxygen
in water and if this electric
current is obtained from
renewable sources, GH is
produced without emitting
carbon dioxide into the
atmosphere. The IEA stud-
ies show that this method of
obtaining GH would save
the 830 million tonnes of
carbon dioxide that are emit-
ted annually when this gas is
produced using fossil fuels. 

The scale of interest
being generated for GH can
be gauged by the fact that a
traditionally fossil fuel dri-
ven nation such as Saudi
Arabia has taken robust ini-
tiative to adopt GH in its
energy mix. The kingpin of
crude oil-producing nations
in a surprisingly welcome
development has announced
the establishment of a mega

$5 billion GH manufactur-
ing unit, the size of Belgium,
in the north-western part of
the country. Saudi Arabia
with average summer time
temperatures hovering near
50°C is an energy guzzling
nation that uses oil to fuel its
power sector. A study by the
Riyadh-based Joint
Organisation’s Data Initiative
showed that every year the
month of August peaks in

energy demand when the
nation witnesses an average
consumption of 7,26,000
barrels of oil a day for ener-
gy generation. 

According to the British
Petroleum PLC’s latest World
Energy Report, Saudi Arabia
consumed 322 giga-joules
per person in 2019, more
than four times the global
average and almost triple the
figure for Europe. The
nation apparently realises
its dependence on fossil fuels
and hence its strategic move
towards GH. The
BloombergNEF estimates
that GH is expected to com-
mand a market value of
nearly $700 billion by 2050,
but currently the cost of
producing this energy is
high.

According to  the
International Renewable
Energy Agency (IREA), the
per kilogram production

cost currently of GH is $5.
However, for nations such as
Saudi with perpetual sun-
shine and vast unused land,
the per kg production cost
can be brought down to
$1.50 by 2030. 

In addition to Saudi,
other nations such as
Germany, Spain, Britain and
China have increased the
pace of developing GH pro-
duction capacity. 

In times such as these,
India needs to take immedi-
ate steps to catch up with the
world and do its bit to decar-
bonise its economy by
adopting GH in a large-
scale manner. In November
2020, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi proposed a
comprehensive National
Hydrogen Energy Mission
and building on the same,
this year’s Budget saw a ref-
erence to the proposal for a
Hydrogen Energy Mission

2021-22 to generate hydro-
gen from green power
sources.

As the Government
takes its own time to make
progress, a beginning of
sorts has already been made
in the private sector recent-
ly with the collaboration
between NASDAQ-listed
Fusion Fuel Green and
Chennai-based BGR Energy
Systems. The tie-up will
enable the use of proprietary
technology of fusion fuel to
generate hydrogen using
solar energy and undertake
GH energy projects across
India. 

GH is scalable, sustain-
able and storable and with
India’s target to generate
450 gigawatts of its energy
from renewable sources by
2030, the nation needn’t
look any further as  it pro-
vides the apt solution to
achieve the same.
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Dubai: An Iranian ship
believed to be a base for the
paramilitary Revolutionary
Guard and anchored for years
in the Red Sea off Yemen has
been attacked, Tehran acknowl-
edged Wednesday. 

Iran's Foreign Ministry
confirmed the attack on the
MV Saviz, suspected to have
been carried out by Israel —
though Tehran did not imme-
diately blamed its regional
archenemy. 

The assault came as Iran
and world powers sat down in
Vienna for the first talks about
the US potentially rejoining the
tattered deal aimed at curbing
Iran's nuclear programme,
showing events outside the
negotiations could derail those

efforts.
The ship's long presence in

the region, repeatedly criti-
cized by Saudi Arabia, has
come as the West and United
Nations experts say Iran has
provided arms and support to
Yemen's Houthi rebels in that
country's yearslong war. Iran
denies arming the Houthis,
though components found in
the rebels' weaponry link back
to Tehran.

Iran previously described
the Saviz as aiding in “anti-pira-
cy” efforts in the Red Sea and
the Bab el-Mandeb strait, a cru-
cial chokepoint in internation-
al shipping. A statement attrib-
uted to Foreign Ministry
spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh
described the ship as a com-

mercial vessel. 
“Fortunately, no casualties

were reported ... And technical
investigations are underway,"
Khatibzadeh said. "Our coun-
try will take all necessary mea-
sures through international
authorities.” 

In an earlier state TV state-
ment, an anchor cited a New
York Times story, which quot-
ed an anonymous US official
telling the newspaper that Israel
informed America it carried
out an attack Tuesday morning
on the vessel. Israeli officials
declined to comment about the
assault when reached by The
Associated Press, as did the
Saviz's owner. 

Israeli Defence Minister
Benny Gantz, while refusing to

say if his country launched the
attack, described Iran and its
regional allies as a major threat.

“Israel must continue to
defend itself,” Gantz told jour-
nalists. “Any place we find an
operational challenge and
necessity, we will continue to
act.” 

Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani called the Vienna
talks a “success” while speaking
to his Cabinet on Wednesday.

“Today, one united state-
ment is being heard that all
sides of the nuclear deal have
concluded that there is no bet-
ter solution than the deal,” he
said.

Iran's semiofficial Tasnim
news agency, believed to be
close to the Guard, reported

that a limpet mine planted on
Saviz's hull caused the blast. 

A limpet mine is a type of
naval mine that is attached to
the side of a ship, usually by a
diver. It later explodes, and can

significantly damage a vessel.
Iran did not blame anyone for
the attack and said Iranian
officials likely would offer more
information in the coming
days.  AP

Yangon: Security forces on
Wednesday stormed a town in
northwestern Myanmar where
some residents had used
homemade hunting rifles to
resist the military's February
seizure of power, killing at
least seven civilians and injur-
ing many others, local news
reports said. 

The online news site
Khonumthung Burmese said
the attack on Kalay began
before dawn. Videos on the site
included what appeared to be
sounds of rifle fire, high-caliber
weapons and grenade explo-
sions. Posts on social media
said rocket-propelled grenades
were used in the attack, but
provided no evidence.

The news site said that in
addition to the seven fatalities,
many people were wounded
and arrested in the town, also
known as Kalemyo. 

Over half the town's pop-
ulation are members of the
Chin ethnic minority.

Security forces have killed
at least 581 protesters and
bystanders in their crackdown
on protests against the Feb. 1
coup that ousted the elected
government of Aung San Suu
Kyi, according to the Assistance 

Association for Political
Prisoners, which monitors
casualties and arrests.

Nearly all of the protests
have been nonviolent, but as
police and soldiers have
increased their use of lethal
force, some participants have
armed themselves with home-
made weapons such as gasoline
bombs for self-defense. In
Kalay, some residents took up
simple but deadly homemade
hunting rifles.

Myanmar Now, another
online news site, reported
Tuesday that protesters in Kalay
had set up neighborhood
strongholds and inflicted casu-
alties on the security forces.

It said that on March 28,
when the army sought to attack
Kalay, protesters in the town
and nearby villages put up
fierce resistance. 

The attack took place a day
after the junta's forces killed
more than 110 people around
the country, the highest single-
day death toll since the coup.

The report said protesters
“more than held their own.
Four of them died that night,
but so did an equal number of
the enemy, including an officer
or two”. AP
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Riders for the app-based
meal delivery platform

Deliveroo held a strike in
London Wednesday over pay
and working conditions, part of
a broader backlash against one

of the U.K.'s biggest gig econ-
omy companies.

Scooter and bicycle deliv-
ery riders waving flags and red

smoke flares rode through the
streets of Central London.
Socially distanced protests were
also planned in York, Reading,
Sheffield and Wolverhampton
to demand fair pay, safety pro-
tections and basic workers'
rights.

The Independent Workers'
Union of Great Britain, which
represents migrant and gig
workers, expected hundreds
of riders to take part.

Deliveroo said that “this
small self-appointed union
does not represent the vast
majority of riders who tell us
they value the total flexibility
they enjoy." Rider surveys
found most are happy with the
company and flexibility was
their priority, the company
said in a statement.

The strike coincides with
the first day of unconditional
share trading for 
Deliveroo, which went public
last week in a multibillion
pound stock offering that was
one of Europe's most 
hotly anticipated IPOs this
year. 

Kigali (Rwanda): President
Paul Kagame of Rwanda on
Wednesday praised a new
French report documenting
France's role in the 1994 geno-
cide as “a good thing,” wel-
coming efforts in Paris to
“move forward with a good
understanding of what hap-
pened" 27 years after the mas-
sacres that shocked the world.

Kagame spoke before dig-
nitaries and others in an arena
in the capital, Kigali, at the start
of a week during which the
central African country will
commemorate the genocide.

“We welcome this
(report),” Kagame said, assert-
ing that his government's inter-
pretation of the commission's
findings is that then-French
leader Francois "Mitterrand
knew that a genocide against
the Tutsis was being planned by
their allies in Rwanda" but
continued "supporting them
because he believed this was
necessary for France's geopo-
litical position.”

Rwandans “were just
pawns in geopolitical games,”
charged Kagame.

This is the first time
Rwanda's president is com-
menting on France's genocide
report that was released in
March.  AP
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Ahigh-ranking Egyptian
security delegation arrived

in the Gaza Strip to hold talks
with the leaders of the Islamic
Hamas movement, Palestinian
sources said.

The delegation members
on Tuesday crossed into the
besieged Gaza Strip through
the Erez crossing between the
coastal enclave and Israel,
Xinhua news agency quoted
the sources as saying.The
sources declined to reveal more
details on the purpose of the
sudden visit, saying that the
schedule was unclear. General
Ahmed Abdel Khaleq, chief of
the Palestinian affairs in the
Egyptian General Intelligence
Service, heads the delegation,
according to the sources.

Islamabad: Pakistan Army
chief General Qamar Javed
Bajwa said on Wednesday that
Islamabad has no hostility
towards any country and will
work for regional cooperation,
as he held talks with Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov
on matters of mutual interest,
including enhanced defence
ties, regional security, and the
Afghan peace process.

Lavrov, who arrived here
on Tuesday from India, met

Bajwa on the last day of his
two-day visit at the headquar-
ters of the Pakistan Army in
Rawalpindi, according to a
statement by the Army.

"We have no hostile
designs towards any country
and will keep on working
towards a cooperative region-
al framework based on sover-
eign equality and mutual
progress," Bajwa said.

He said Pakistan values its
relationship with Russia and

reciprocates the desire for
enhanced bilateral military
cooperation, the statement said.

General Bajwa also offered
support for efforts to bring
peace in Afghanistan.

“Pakistan welcomes all
initiatives which can bring
peace and stability in
Afghanistan as the whole
region will benefit from it,” he
said.

PTI

Hong Kong: Three veteran
Hong Kong pro-democracy
activists, including well-known
publisher Jimmy Lai, have
pleaded guilty to taking party
in an unauthorised rally that
resulted in violence between
police and participants, media
reported on Wednesday. 

Lai is already being held in
custody on other charges relat-
ed to his outspoken opposition
to China's crackdown on civil
liberties in the former British
colony. 

Last Thursday, seven of
Hong Kong's leading pro-
democracy advocates, includ-
ing Lai and an 82-year-old
veteran of the movement, were
convicted for organising and
participating in a march during
massive anti-government
protests in 2019 that triggered
Beijing's crackdown. 

While Lai will be returned to

jail, ex-legislator Lee Cheuk-yan
and Yeng Sum, a former chair-
man of the Democratic Party, are
believed to be negotiating bail
terms. The charges carry prison
terms of up to five years. 

The court was shown
footage of the three at the
Aug. 31, 2019, event that led to
clashes in various parts of the
cramped city of more than 7
million that was hovering at the
edge of chaos at the time. 

Official Radio Television
Hong Kong quoted Lee as
telling the court that although
he pleaded guilty, “I haven't
done anything wrong. History
will absolve me." 

The governments in Hong
Kong and Beijing have been
relentlessly pursuing opposi-
tion figures in order to exert
greater control over the semi-
autonomous Chinese territory. 

AP

Washington: US President Joe
Biden announced that all
American adults will be eligi-
ble for a Covid-19 vaccine by
April 19. On Tuesday,Biden
announced the new timetable
after his visit to a vaccination
site in Alexandria, Virginia,
moving up his original deadline
of May 1 by nearly two weeks,
reports Xinhua news agency.

Biden said that 150 million
doses have been administered
within his first 75 days in
office, in line with a stated goal
of 200 million shots by his
100th day in office.

He urged Americans to
continue to practice pandem-
ic safety measures, saying the
country is not "at the finish line
yet" and may experience more
"disease and misery" before
July 4.

A few weeks ago, Biden
called on states, tribes and ter-
ritories to make all American

adults eligible for vaccination
no later than May 1.

Biden has stressed that
while the country is now vac-
cinating a record number of
Americans, the battle against
Covid-19 is "far from won" as
cases are once again on the rise.

The country has witnessed
a resurgence in 27 states,
including cases from new and
emerging Covid-19 variants.

Currently, the seven-day
average of new cases is about

61,000 a day, a 10 per cent
increase over the previous peri-
od, according to the latest data
of the US Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

Biden has called on every
Governor, Mayor and local
leader to maintain, and in
some cases reinstate, mask
mandates.

Some states have lifted
requirements for masks and
allowed businesses to reopen to
full capacity against warnings

from public health experts.
Highly contagious variants

are rapidly spreading in the US,
threatening to outpace the vac-
cination efforts.

Last week, CDC Director
Rochelle Walensky said the
B.1.1.7, the variant first identi-
fied in Britain, is starting to
become the predominant strain
in many regions of the US,
accounting for 26 per cent of
Covid-19 cases circulating
across the nation. AP
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Washington: The United
States is still in a "life-and-
death race" against coron-
avirus, President Joe Biden
said as his administration
raced through a record 150
million vaccine shots in just 75
days.

The new record is against
his initial target of 100 million
shots in 100 days. Biden has
now set the goal of getting 200
million vaccines to his fellow
countrymen in the first 100
days of his administration.

"But let me be deadly
earnest with you: We aren't at
the finish line. We still have a
lot of work to do. We're still in
a life-and-death race against
this virus. Until we get more
people vaccinated, we need
everyone to wash their hands,

socially distance, and mask up
in a recommended mask from
the CDC," Biden said at a vac-
cination site in a Virginia sub
urb of Washington DC.

"Think about it this way:
Better times are ahead. And, as
I've said before, we can have a

safe, happy fourth of July with
your family and friends, in
small groups in your backyard.
The real question is: How
much death, disease, and mis-
ery are we going to see
between now and then?" he
asked. AP
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Tokyo: Japan's Osaka on
Wednesday declared a state of
medical emergency as hospitals
in the western prefecture were
overwhelmed by the
Covid.Osaka reported 878 new
infections on Wednesday, the
largest daily spike since the out-
set of the outbreak, reports dpa
news agency.

The surge is attributed to
more contagious variants of the
coronavirus, Osaka Governor
Hirofumi Yoshimura said.

The Governor also said he
has decided not to hold the leg
of the Olympic torch relay
scheduled next week in the
whole prefecture.

Osaka officials were in
talks with the Olympic organ-
ising committee concerning
alternate solutions, he added.

IANS

Santiago: Chilean President Sebastian Pinera announced that
this week's landmark polls to elect for councillors, mayors and,
for the first time ever, regional governors and members of a con-
stituent assembly to draft a new Constitution, will be postponed
till May 15-16 due to a Covid-19 resurgence.

In a speech at the government palace, Pinera on Tuesday said
the decision prioritises the health of both the country's democ-
racy and its people, reports Xinhua news agency.

"Given the strong re-emergence of the coronavirus pandemic
and the appearance of new variants, not only in Chile, but
throughout the world, and considering the high demand our
health system is facing it did not seem prudent or advisable to
hold elections this coming weekend," he said.

The much-anticipated elections are set to elect 155 con-
stituents to draw up a new Constitution as a political solution
to the social unrest that erupted in October 2019.

Similarly, the Governors of each of the country's 16 regions
will be elected for the first time. IANS
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RBI's decision to keep repo
rate unchanged for the fifth

time in a row is in line with the
economic need to encourage
growth, financial market play-
ers and experts said on
Wednesday.

In its first monetary poli-
cy announcement for this fis-
cal, the Reserve Bank under-
lined the need to support the
economy given the current sit-
uation amidst resurgence of
Covid cases in the country.

The six-member Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC)
unanimously decided to con-
tinue with the accommodative
stance as long as necessary to
sustain growth on a durable
basis and continue to mitigate
the impact of COVID-19 on
the economy.

Rajiv Sabharwal, MD and
CEO, Tata Capital, said: "The
growth forecasts appear to be
encouraging and the econom-
ic activity momentum will be
further consolidated."

The apex bank has pro-
jected the Indian economy to
grow at 10.5 per cent in the cur-
rent fiscal year.

Measures announced are
intended to lower borrowing
costs, ease financial conditions
and keep liquidity supportive
for credit offtake, Sabharwal
said adding thatt he announce-
ment ebbed worries of any
early liquidity withdrawal.

On the inflation front, the
RBI has projected the retail
inflation to be in the range of
4.4-5.2 per cent during the
course of this year, with the first
half falling in the upper band
of over 5 per cent.

Rumki Majumdar,
Economist, Deloitte India, said,
"As expected, the RBI has kept
the policy rates stable and will
likely continue holding the
rates steady as there are signif-
icant risks to inflation moving
up. Intermittent supply-side
disruptions and gradual
demand revival will keep the
pressure on prices."

The RBI has pushed more

liquidity to MFIs to encourage
lending to rural and SME sec-
tors, Majumdar said, adding
that credit growth has to take off
rapidly to ensure sustainable
capital expenditure and spend-
ing across all segments of the
economy. To nurture the still
nascent growth impulses, the
RBI has felt necessary to support
continued flow of credit to the
real economy. Thus, liquidity
support of Rs 50,000 crore for
fresh lending during 2021-22
will be provided to All India
Financial Institutions (AIFIs).

The RBI will also provide
Rs 25,000 crore to NABARD,
Rs 10,000 crore to NHB and Rs
15,000 crore to SIDBI. Notably,
special refinance facilities of Rs
75,000 crore were provided to
AIFIs during April-August
2020.

Additionally, the RBI also
announced Rs 1 lakh crore gov-
ernment securities (G-sec)
acquisition programme, named
G-SAP 1.0, under which it
will commit upfront to a spe-
cific amount of open market

purchases of G-sec as a liquid-
ity measure.

The announcement of the
much awaited GSAP 1.0 should
go a long way in quelling the
bond market's anxieties regard-
ing the size of the central and
state government borrowing
programme for FY2022, N
Sivaraman, MD and Group
CEO, ICRA Ltd, said.

"Regardless, global factors
such as US treasury yields and
commodity prices, and the
impact of the latter on domes-
tic inflation, will influence
yields. We expect the 10 year
G-sec yield to range between
6.05 and 6.15 per cent in the
next two months," he said.

The ratings firm also sug-
gested that the CPI inflation
forecast round 5 per cent in
FY22 seems to be ruling out
rate cuts, unless economic
activity is severely disrupted by
the ongoing wave of Covid-19.

Anshuman Panwar, Co-
Founder, Creditas Solutions,
said the first bi-monthly poli-
cy for FY22 has been on

expected lines with the RBI
keeping repo rate unchanged
but re-affirming its commit-
ment to maintain an accom-
modative stance.

"Further, RBI will now set
up a committee for a compre-
hensive review of Asset
Reconstruction Companies
ARCs. I think this is a much
needed step to harness the full
potential of ARCs so that the
key issue of sizeable bad loans
is addressed in a sustained
and holistic manner. This is
also crucial as economic
growth revives and banks need
the confidence to lend aggres-
sively," he added.

Dhruv Agarwala, Group
CEO, Housing.Com,
Makaan.Com and
Proptiger.Com, said the RBI
move to hold key rates
unchanged is on expected line
and hoped the regulator will
carefully monitor how the
COVID-19 situation evolves
and change its stance later in
the financial year as the need
arises.
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Stating that "growth is of
paramount importance

now", the Reserve Bank on
Wednesday said it will do
whatever it takes to sustain the
fledgling recovery by ensuring
ample and assured liquidity
and cheaper funds to oil the
wheels of the economy. 

Addressing the media
online, Governor Shaktikanta
Das said "as of now growth is
of paramount importance...
And we'll do whatever it takes
to help sustain the recovery." 

But he was quick to add
that "inflation targeting is also
important."

"More importantly, the gov-
ernment reiterating the plus-
minus 2 per cent of 4 per cent
inflation targeting gives us

enough policy space to support
growth as there are more down-
side risks to growth on the hori-
zon now than in recent past
which make growth...Of para-
mount importance," he added.

The central bank chose to
retain its last forecast of 10.5
per cent GDP growth this fis-
cal, saying it is "too early to
revise its own forecast done two
months ago as we have just
entered the new fiscal year." 

Asked why the thrust was on
growth despite pencilling in an
upward inflation trajectory (5.2
per cent for the first half and 4.4
per cent for the second), and offer-
ing an indefinite period of accom-
modative policy stance, Das said,
"We'll continue to be accom-
modative till growth becomes sus-
tainable and we will do whatever
it takes to achieve that."

Das continued to explain
that "inflation is already in a
well-entrenched and well-
anchored framework now and
so is inflation expectation, that's
also well-anchored. This is very
clear from the fact that the gov-
ernment notification has reit-
erated the plus-minus 2 per cent
of 4 per cent inflation targeting."

"This framework gives RBI
enough leeway gives enough
policy tools to manage any
extraordinary situations like
the current pandemic.  

"For the time being and at
the current juncture, growth is
of paramount importance,
while of course keeping in
mind inflation targeting is also
important. After all, the the pri-
mary goal of the monetary pol-
icy is to maintain a certain level
of inflation," he said.
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Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
on Wednesday said it is

putting in place a secondary
market government securities
acquisition programme or G-
SAP 1.0 for this financial to
enable an orderly evolution of
the yield curve. RBI said the
endeavour through the pro-
gramme will be to ensure con-
genial financial conditions for
the recovery to gain traction.

Under the programme,
which will be for 2021-22, RBI
will commit "upfront to a spe-
cific amount of open market
purchases of government secu-
rities with a view to enabling a
stable and orderly evolution of
the yield curve amidst com-
fortable liquidity conditions,"
Governor Shaktikanta Das said
while announcing the mone-
tary policy. For the first quar-
ter of the financial year 2021-
22, RBI will conduct a G-SAP
of Rs 1 lakh crore, and the first
purchase of government secu-
rities for an aggregate amount
of Rs 25,000 crore will be con-
ducted on April 15, Das said.

The benchmark 10-year
bond, which traded at 5.93 per
cent (on an average) during
April 2020-January 2021,

spiked to 6.25 per cent on
March 10, 2021 before coming
down again. In sync with G-Sec
yields, corporate bond yields
also hardened across issuers
and rating categories in the
recent period. During the post
policy conference, Das told
reporters that G-SAP is differ-
ent from the regular Open
Market Operations (OMOs)
that RBI conducts.

"It has a distinct character,
in the sense that for the first
time we are giving out a par-
ticular quantum of bond pur-
chase in the secondary market.
Within this particular quarter,
we will be suitably depending
on the evolving situation and
will be announcing auctions
from time to time," he said.

Deputy Governor Michael
Patra said that with this, RBI,
for the first time, is committing
its balance sheet to the conduct
of monetary policy.

"When we are unchanged
on the policy rate, we need an
instrument to run monetary
policy. In the past, all our
actions were to move the inter-
est rates up and down and
ensure that proper transmis-
sion happens across the market
spectrum. This time we are
being more explicit.
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Equity indices darted up on
Wednesday, propelled by

banking, auto and IT stocks,
after the RBI expectedly left
interest rates unchanged and
maintained its accommoda-
tive stance to boost growth
amid a resurgence in coron-
avirus cases. 

The 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 460.37 points or 0.94
per cent to finish at 49,661.76.
The broader NSE Nifty
advanced 135.55 points or 0.92
per cent to 14,819.05. 

Interest-rate sensitive bank
and auto stocks led the gainers'
chart on the Sensex. 

SBI was the top performer,
spurting 2.25 per cent, fol-
lowed by ICICI Bank, Nestle
India, IndusInd Bank, M&M,
Bajaj Auto, Bharti Airtel and
Maruti.

IT counters also posted
robust gains after the rupee
tanked 105 paise against the US
dollar. A weak rupee is seen as
a positive for export-oriented
Indian IT firms.

On the other hand, Titan,
NTPC and HUL were the lag-
gards, shedding up to 0.78 per
cent. 

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Wednesday kept key
interest rates unchanged at

record lows while pledging to
buy Rs 1 lakh crore of govern-
ment bonds this quarter to cap
borrowing costs in a bid to sup-
port an economy facing a
resurgence of the pandemic.

In the first monetary pol-
icy of the 2021-22 fiscal, the
central bank stuck to its accom-
modative stance amid con-
cerns of rising infections that
could derail the nascent eco-
nomic recovery. 

The central bank also
retained the economic growth
projection for the current
financial year at 10.5 per cent.

"In line with expectations,
RBI has maintained status quo
on policy rates and reassured
the financial markets on its
commitment to retain accom-
modative policy stance till the
prospects of sustained eco-

nomic recovery is secured,"
said Gaurav Dua, SVP, Head -
Capital Market Strategy,
Sharekhan by BNP Paribas.

Even on liquidity front the
signals are dovish, he said,
adding the bond market has
reacted positively with the 10-
year bond yield easing by 6-8
bps during the day.

"The easing of yield curves
and commitment of keeping
interest rate low with ample liq-
uidity are positive for the equi-
ty markets too. The consisten-
cy and continuity in the mon-
etary policy stance is welcome
and will cheer up market sen-
timents," he noted.

All sectoral indices ended
on a positive note, with BSE
auto, bankex, telecom, metal,
basic materials and finance
indices surging up to 1.69 per
cent. 

Broader BSE midcap and
smallcap indices rallied up to
1.30 per cent.  

World stocks hovered near
record highs, boosted by IMF's
projections of robust global
growth this year.  

Elsewhere in Asia, bours-
es in Seoul and Tokyo closed in
the green, while Shanghai and
Hong Kong nursed losses.

Stock exchanges in Europe
were largely trading with gains
in mid-session deals.

Mumbai: The Indian rupee
nosedived 105 paise to mark its
biggest single-session drop in
over 20 months against the US
currency on Wednesday amid
concerns over surging Covid-
19 cases in the country.

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the Indian currency
settled at 74.47 to the US dol-
lar – marking its lowest level
since November 13 last year.
The rupee also logged its worst
single-day fall since August 5,
2019. The local unit opened at
73.52 against the greenback
and traded in the range of 73.52
to 74.50 during the session on
Wednesday.

"The Indian rupee depre-
ciated amid concern over ris-
ing Covid-19 cases in India and
lockdown restriction in some
states. Furthermore, Reserve
bank of India kept its repo rate
unchanged for the 5th consec-
utive policy meeting and main-
tained accommodative stance,"
said Saif Mukadam, Research
Analyst, Sharekhan by BNP
Paribas. The central bank kept
its key policy repo rate
unchanged at 4 per cent, but
warned that the recent surge in
Covid-19 infections has creat-
ed uncertainty over economic
growth recovery. PTI

New Delhi: Gold rallied by Rs
587 to Rs 45,768 per 10 gram in
the national capital on
Wednesday amid rupee depre-
ciation, according to HDFC
Securities. In the previous trade,
the precious metal had closed at
Rs 45,181 per 10 gram. In tan-

dem with a rally in gold, silver
also jumped Rs 682 to Rs 65,468
per kilogram from Rs 64,786 per
kilogram in the previous trade.

The Indian rupee slumped
24 paise to 73.66 against the US
dollar in opening trade on
Wednesday. PTI

Beijing: The IMF has increased
China's GDP projection to 8.4
per cent for this year, a 10-year
high, but its chief economist
Gita Gopinath cautioned that
economic growth in the world's
second largest economy was
unbalanced and private con-
sumption has not recovered as
fast as expected following the
coronavirus crisis.

The International
Monetary Fund also urged
China to address its high cor-
porate debt levels resulting
from the easy monetary poli-
cy put in place during the
coronavirus pandemic.

In its latest issue of the
World Economic Outlook
released in Washington, the
IMF put China's 2021 growth
at 8.4 per cent, up 0.3 percent-
age points from its January

forecast.
Its projection for China's

economic expansion for 2022
remains unchanged at 5.6 per
cent, official media here report-
ed on Wednesday.

The IMF forecast for
China, though much higher
compared to other major
economies including the US,
Germany and France, is lower
than 12.5 per cent growth rate
for India in 2021. The 8.4 per
cent projection is above six per
cent target fixed 
by the Chinese government for
this year.

China's economy, which
was the first to be hit by the
coronavirus pandemic and
early to recover from its impact,
grew 2.3 per cent in 2020, reg-
istering the lowest annual
growth rate in 45 years. PTI
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Pakistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan has indicated that he

would approach the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) for a sec-
ond relief package to help the
cash-strapped government reach
the needy people amid the coro-
navirus pandemic, according to
a media report.

Khan's remarks came dur-
ing his address at the launch of
the United Nations
Development Programme's
Pakistan National Human
Development Report on
Inequality on Tuesday, Dawn
newspaper reported. 
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Do you miss the hearth, the
bond and the relaxing feeling
you get when you visit your

grandparents’ farmhouse? This respite
and solace from the hustle bustle of
country living is the best gift we can
give ourselves while staying safe amid
the comfort of home. And what bet-
ter than the coziest decor trend — cot-
tagecore? Here is a sophisticated take
on the trending cottagecore décor to
bring in its aesthetic without a major
home makeover.

�����������	
While opting for a floral theme

it might sound like a conventional
idea, but modern spaces look charm-
ing with a little touch of fresh block
prints or flower patterns. So, how
about doodling your walls on chalk
grade laminates? One can try
Avocado Green laminate decor by
NewMika from the house of
Greenlam Industries Ltd that ensures
durability, elegance and perfect con-
tinuity in chalk marks for hassle free
and readable writing. Throw some

pastels shades and place some suc-
culents over your wooden rack
inspired from mother nature. Lastly,
remember to keep the space unclut-
tered and every element soft yet

enveloping for a perfect cottagecore
decor.

����	��

Your bedroom is an important

place where you start and unwind
your days. Here, adding cottagecore
vibes to your room can help soothe
stress, inspire your creativity that will
allow you to feel calmer. Start with

placing vintage quilts and bright geo-
metric patterned cushions to your
bedding. For a contrasting theme, here
go for a light-coloured laminate. It will
effortlessly balance the other colours
in your room. Further, having a
ceramic flower vase and a rocking
armchair gives your bedroom a chic
and close to nature feel.
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Highly finished laminate walls,

with a tinch of pattern, contrasting
against an old stone wall adds a char-
acter and urban flavour to your living
area. To give your space a sprinkle of
timeless charm, try out hot neutral
shades of gray to complement your
brick wall. For instance, you can try
Sheer Concrete laminate décor from
Greenlam. It makes vibrant colours
stand out while providing resistance
to scratch, steam, crack, heat and sur-
face wear. With embroidered cushions
and rug, give an edge to your other-
wise plain sofa set. Finish this look
with macramé wall hangings as it will
add an oomph to your walls.

Actor, producer, UNEP
Goodwill Ambassador and

UN Secretary-General’s
Advocate for SDGs, Dia Mirza
has frequently tweeted, blogged
and talked about environmen-
tal degradation. She has repeat-
edly tried to bring attention to
the fact that climate change is
a clear and present reality as is
evident from the frequent nat-
ural disasters unfolding around
the world ranging from flash
floods, raging fires, snow
storms and extreme weather
changes.

Closer home, Uttarakhand
is currently battling 40 active
forest fires with brave workers
trying to curtail their spread.
The fire has already impacted
forests across the Garhwal and
Kumaon regions and is said to
be the worst since 2016.

Pained by the devastation,
Dia tweeted, “Since January
this year, there have been 983
incidents of forest fire in the
state affecting 1,292 hectares of
land. #Uttarakhand battles 40
active forest fires, IAF sends
help. Hope the state receives
adequate help.”

She added, “I once quoted
Baba Dioum, a Senegalese
forestry engineer in a blog, the
gist of which was that in the
end we will conserve only
what we love. Do we love our
forests enough to protect them
is a question that niggles at me
every time such devastation
takes place in Uttarakhand.
Uttarakhand is the birthplace
of the Ganga and its forests feed
many important river systems
that are the life source of mil-
lions. This is a state with 71 per
cent forest cover, over 743 bird
species (this represents about
60 per cent of India’s avian bio-
diversity), 102 mammals, 72
species of reptiles and 439

species of butterflies. This is
also the home of an estimated
340 wild tigers in two nature
parks, Rajaji National Park
and Corbett. So, this state lit-
erally cradles our future. And
to see it go up in flames like this
repeatedly is very painful
because I have been to these
forests and have absorbed their
serenity and majesty.”

She also reminded that
every single fire poses a mas-
sive risk to flora and fauna, fire
fighters and forest rangers, one
of whom told her of the role
that the timber mafia often
plays in causing such tragedies.
She said, “There is also neglect
and a lack of awareness that
precipitates the intensity of
such a crisis. Our natural
resource management needs to
be better. As every person I
spoke to in Uttarakhand told
me that we need to be more
aware of the reasons that cause
deforestation, pollution of the
rivers, illegal mining and soil
erosion. We have to understand
how interdependent the
human existence and mother
nature are. Rivers will dry up
if the forests that feed them are
not protected. It will take the
active participation of public
and private partnership to
secure our natural resources.”

The actor has been rou-
tinely talking about environ-
mental issues that don’t get
mainstreamed and is also pro-
ducing a series of short films
that will expand the signifi-
cance of the 17 SDGs
(Sustainable Development
Goals) with compelling narra-
tives. These films aim to high-
light the importance of inter-
linked SDG goals which have
been designed to achieve a
more sustainable future and a
healthier planet for all.
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Western Railway Women’s
Welfare Organisation

(WRWWO) has always come
forward to provide help and
care to railwaymen and their
families. It has continued to
work relentlessly and has dedicat-
ed itself towards multifarious
welfare activities. This organisa-
tion has always held aloft the
banner of such benevolent ges-
tures with Tanuja Kansal, the
President of WRWWO, leading
it from the forefront whole heart-
edly and with great devotion. 

In continuation to this,
recently, Kansal paid annual vis-
its to the Divisional Units of
WRWWO at Rajkot, Bhavnagar,
Ahmedabad and Ratlam divi-
sions to encourage various
aspects of women empower-
ment and  social welfare. She

interacted with the members of
the divisional units and listened
to their requirements for the ben-
efit of women staff at these divi-
sions. 

During her visit to the Rajkot
Division, she inaugurated a
Children’s Park at Kothi
Compound Colony. Along with
this, she also declared cash award
of �50,000/- each for Rajkot,
Bhavnagar and Ahmedabad divi-
sions. It is worth mentioning that
during her earlier visits to
Vadodara and Mumbai Central
divisions, cash award of �50,000/-
each were also given. At Ratlam
Division, Kansal donated 43 inch
television screen for the
Physiotherapy Room at the
Divisional Hospital, Ratlam,
which was inaugurated by her
during her recent visit.

NFL has once again
recorded highest-ever

total fertiliser sale of 59.36
lakh MT in 2020-21, beating
its previous best of 57.04
lakh MT achieved during
2019-20. This includes sale
of company’s own Urea,
imported Urea and other
P&K fertilisers. 

On the production front,
the company produced
37.99 lakh MT of urea in its
plants recording a capacity
utilisation of 117.6 per cent
despite severe restrictions
of COVID-19 and other
despatch related challenges

due to farmers’ agitation in
Punjab. In the plants,
Panipat unit has set a new
production record of Urea
and Bentonite Sulphur and

Vijaipur Unit produced
highest-ever volume of
biofertilisers.

Other than fertilisers,
the company registered steep

growth in sale of seeds and
agrochemicals. While sale of
seeds grew by 35 per cent
than CPLY at 1,85,550 quin-
tal, the agrochemicals seg-
ment indicated a growth of
95 per cent than the previ-
ous year.  

Even the sale of
Bentonite Sulphur, produced
at NFL’s Panipat plant, has
recorded huge growth of
150 per cent at 19,958 MT
against 7,974 MT in CPLY.
Also the industrial prod-
ucts segment performed
exceedingly well during the
year.

The life values of our father of the nation —
Mahatma Gandhi — are inspiring for the

whole world. He did what he said, ‘In a gentle
way, you can shake the world’,” said Rajasthan
Chief Minister, Ashok Gehlot. “His life is such
a treasure of principles that can guide us in every
field. His views have become more relevant in
today’s circumstances. Mahatma Gandhi Institute
of Governance and Social Sciences would be
established in the state with the aim of assimi-
lating the teachings of Bapu and playing a role
in governance and social work,” said he.

Gehlot was addressing the unveiling ceremo-
ny of Gandhiji’s statue at Hanumangarh District
Electorate campus and state level conference of
Gandhian and voluntary organisations through
a video conference. He thanked the sculptor
Ramkishan Adig for the construction of the stat-
ue.

“The younger generation should play a con-
structive role in society by adopting Gandhiji’s
life values, principles and ideals. For this, inno-
vations like creating Youth Peace Army can be
done in the state so that more and more youth
can be associated with his philosophy of life. It
is our endeavour that Rajasthan should become
the focal point of the country in the direction of
furthering Bapu’s ideas and philosophy of life,”
shared he.

Gehlot said that peace and non-violence cell
has been formed in the state to bring Gandhiji’s
life philosophy to the people. “Mahatma Gandhi
Institute and Mahatma Gandhi Darshan Museum
in Jaipur’s Central Park will be built,” he shared.

The Minister of Autonomous Governance,
Shanti Dhariwal, said that many countries
gained independence, inspired by Gandhiji’s non-
violent movement. “The programmes being
organised by the state government on the 450th
birth anniversary of Gandhiji will inspire the
younger generation to assimilate his teachings,”
added he.

Art and Culture Minister, Dr BD Kalla, said,
“Gandhiji’s historic Dandi March inspires the
achievement of goals through the non-violent
movement. The millennials should follow his
path given and give a new direction to the soci-
ety.”

The Minister of State for Social Justice and
Empowerment, Rajendra Yadav, shared, “Some
events have historical significance for the nation.
The Dandi March is one such incident, which
paved the way for non-violently raising voice
against injustice.” 

The President of Gandhi Peace Foundation
and prominent Gandhian thinker, Kumar
Prashant, added, “When Gandhiji did Dandi
March, he inspired many on the way to end social
inequality and adopt Khadi.”

“The main objective of Dandi Yatra was to
establish a dialogue. Today we need to give
direction to the youth because, I feel, there  is
no lack of energy and strength in them. They
just need a right direction,” said he. 

Former Chairman of Rajasthan Public
Service Commission, Dr BM Sharma, said that
Gandhi’s experiments like civil disobedience
and satyagraha are as relevant today as they
were during the freedom movement. “The
whole world has accepted his principles,” he
added. The patron of the Bhagwan Mahavir
Disabled Assistance Committee, Dr DR Mehta,
emphasized, “Special efforts are needed to moti-
vate the youth towards Gandhism. Better
work can be done in this direction through
social media.”

Vinod Kumar, MLA attached to VC from
Hanumangarh District Collectorate, City
Council President Ganesh Raj Bansal and
District Collector Zakir Hussain also addressed.

Principal Secretary, Social Justice and
Empowerment, Gayatri Rathore, threw light on
Gandhiji’s personality and work at the begin-
ning of the seminar. 

Sanjeev Kumar, an IAS officer of
1993 batch, Maharashtra Cadre,

took over as Chairman of Airports
Authority of India. Prior to this,
Kumar was working as State
Commissioner-GST, Government
of Maharashtra.

With rich experience in the field
of Infrastructure and Finance,
Kumar has served in various min-
istries and departments of the
Government of Maharashtra viz.
Water Supply & Sanitation
Department, Energy and Industries
Department. He has worked as Joint
CEO of Maharashtra Industrial
Development Corporation (MIDC)
and has also been MD of
Maharashtra Agro Industries
Development Corporation.

He was the CMD of largest elec-

tricity distributor company of India,
Maharashtra State Electricity
Distribution Company Ltd for more
than four years and brought it to

profit for continuous four years. He
implemented large number of pub-
lic-friendly measures in MSEDCL,
while improving operational and
financial efficiency. Kumar has spent
more than five years in State Goods
Taxation Department in various
capacities at the crucial time of
introduction of Value Added Tax
(VAT) in 2005 and now in GST. 

He also has experience of work-
ing in Government of India and has
worked as Director in Ministry of
Power for two years. In addition to
this, Sanjeev Kumar worked in
Ministry of Housing & Urban
Poverty Alleviation as Joint Secretary
& Mission Director for Housing for
all projects. During his tenure as the
Mission director for Prime Minister
Aawas Yojna (PMAY), he designed

and launched the prestigious scheme
in that capacity. 

Kumar holds a degree in
Electronics & Communication
Engineering from University of
Roorkee (now known as IIT
Roorkee) and M Tech in
Communication Engineering from
IIT, Kanpur. He also holds a degree
in Financial Management from
Jamnalal  Bajaj  Institution of
Management Studies, Mumbai
University.

In his new assignment as the
Chairman of the Airports Authority
of India, Kumar will lead efforts to
achieve AAI’s organisational goals of
providing world-class airport infra-
structure, top-of-the-line facilities
and leading air navigation services
in the world. 

National Book Trust, India
(NBT) has organised a pan-

India essay writing competition
for students on the occasion of
Prakash Parv which marks the
400th birth anniversary of Guru
Tegh Bahadurji.

NBT is inviting students
from various schools, colleges and
educational institutions to write
500-700 word essays on any one
of the topics: Teachings from the
life of Guru Tegh Bahadurji and
relevance of Guru Tegh
Bahadurji’s teachings in the cur-
rent times. 

The essay can be written in
English or in any other Indian
language. It has to be submitted
by April 20, 2021. The best three
entries from each institution shall
be awarded. More details can be
found on www.nbtindia.gov.in
and NBT’s social media pages.

RITES Ltd, the transport infra-
structure consultancy and

engineering company, in consor-
tium with SMEC International Pty
Limited, signed a contract with
Haryana Rail Infrastructure
Development Corporation
(HRIDC), a joint venture of
Government of Haryana and
Ministry of Railways, for provid-
ing general consultancy services
for Haryana Orbital Rail Corridor
(HORC) from Palwal to Sonepat
vis Sohna, Manesar and
Kharkhoda. The contract value is
about �72 crore.

The contract was signed by
Piyush Kansal, Executive Director,
Unban Infrastructure, RITES Ltd
(on behalf of RITES-SMEC), and
Narinder D Chumber, Director
(Project & Planning), HRIDC, in
the presence of Dinesh Chand
Deshwal, IRSE, MD, HRIDC,

Rajeev Mehrotra, Chairman &
Managing Director, RITES Ltd,
VG Suresh Kumar, Director
Projects, RITES Ltd, and Andrew
McKune, Executive Director,
SMEC.

The Haryana Orbital Rail
Corridor (HORC) connecting
Palwal to Sonepat via Sohna,
Manesar and Kharkhoda is an
electrified broad gauge double

railway line for passenger and
freight traffic. About 122 route
km corridor will provide seam-
less connectivity to Dedicated
Freight Corridor (DFC) at
Prithala station and to Indian
Railways at  Palwal,  Patl i ,
Sultanpur, Asaudha and Harsana
Kalan stations. The project is
being funded by Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank

(AIIB) and shall be completed in
five years.

The project would help
decongest Delhi by diverting
goods and passenger trains not
originated/destined for Delhi. It
would also be beneficial to indus-
trial  and logistic hubs of
Kharkhoda, Manesar and Sohna
and would help develop addition-
al hubs in the region.

Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha
University  has started University

Grievance Monitoring system. Its link is
available on the university website.

It is an online web-enabled system
developed by NIC to redress and monitor-
ing public grievances. On the launch cere-
mony, the Vice Chancellor of the University,
professor Mahesh Verma, said that it will be
helpful in the improvement of the adminis-
trative as well as academic performance of
the university.

The salient features of this portal are —
maintenance of public grievances, prioritisa-
tion of grievances, forwarding and movement
to multiple departments, tracking of griev-
ance till redressal and online status check. 

A training programme was also organ-
ised by NIC in this regard.
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�What will be the effects of
the coming up of Jewar air-
port?

The coming up of an air-
port has a multiplier effect on
any economy. Studies show
that wherever airports have
come up, the economy has
increased seven-fold. And that
is the kind of effect we hope
that it will have on the area.
Moreover, in conjunction with
projects like the Film City
which has been planned, it will
mean that people coming down
to shoot will have easy access.

�What about the connectiv-
ity to the airport, which is nat-
urally important for it to take
off?

The multi modal connec-
tivity of Jewar Airport is unique
in the country. The Film City
on the Expressway is 3.5 km
away from the Airport. So, any-
one flying in can go directly to
the Film City.

The Eastern Peripheral
passes close to the Expressway
and the Film City. We are
developing it as an interchange.
Through this, one can go
towards Haryana and Meerut.
Moreover, the Eastern
Peripheral is connected to the
Western Peripheral, so Sohna,
Manesar too will be connect-
ed with it. Additionally, cities
like Faridabad too can be con-
nected with by developing a
corridor.

The National High Speed
Rail Corporation which is
developing the corridor for
the bullet train from New
Delhi to Varanasi has designat-
ed Jewar as a stop. It will take
21 minutes from New Delhi
Station to reach Jewar. A
detailed project report (DPR)
for the same is being prepared.

There is also the Mumbai
Delhi Expressway that will

pass through Ballabgarh which
is 31 km from Jewar. Of this,
seven km lies in UP and 34 km
in Haryana. There will be
another Expressway spread
over these 31 km which will
connect the Mumbai Delhi
Expressway to Jewar and Film
City.

So, the airport will be well-
connected in the north, west
and east directions. Except for
the South, the three directions
will have roads leading to it.

The Dedicated Freight
Corridor (DFC) is at a distance
of 16 km and the area from the
Film City to Chola  will be
developed as a logistic and
warehousing. So air, road and
rail cargo comes together here.
The biggest advantage of con-
necting the Chola rail head is
that it will be developed cen-
trally.

There are plans to have
metro connectivity as well and
the approval has been given to
DMRC for the same.

�What will be the infrastruc-
ture like at the airport?

The initial plan was to
have two runways at the Noida
Greenfield International
Airport being developed by
Swiss-developer Zurich
International Airport AG. Now
the plan is to have five runways.
The remaining three runways
will have Maintenance, Repair,
Operations (MRO) and field
runways making it the second
biggest airport in NCR and the
world’s fourth or fifth biggest
airport. Without an MRO, the
aircraft have to go to Boeing or
Airbus Headquarters for repair
or maintenance. This will be a
big step.

�What are the schemes to
ensure connectivity within
YEIDA especially for the pop-

ulation working within the
areas?

The bus service, ‘Yamuna
Sarthi’, connects Noida, Greater
Noida and the Yamuna
Expressway Industrial
Development Authority
(YEIDA). This enables people
who work in the area. These
buses run on designated routes
at half hour intervals.
Additionally, the central gov-
ernment agency, Indian Port
Rail and Ropeway Corporation
Limited (IPRCL) has been
roped in to work on a �300
crore pod taxi project that will

connect the Film City with the
airport.

�The residential schemes are
aimed at which sections of the
society?

We are primarily targeting
the lower and lower middle
class who will live and work
here. Majority of the plots are
of small sizes which are 60, 90
and 120 sqm.

�What about the infrastruc-
ture to cater to the area?
Things like electricity and
water.

We have plans to supply
the area with Ganga water just
like in Noida. There will be
more than adequate supply of
electricity. There is a proposed
765 KVA Substation of 3000
MW capacity as well as a com-
missioned 220kV substation at
Jewar which is expected to be
upgraded by UPPTCL to
400kV capacity.

�The Film City is an impor-
tant part of the plan. How is
it different from the one
already there in Noida?

It is close to the Jewar
Airport and has been planned
over 1,000 acres of land.

The earlier one in Noida
was very small. In Mumbai,
there were already big studios so
this did not become important
as there was no infrastructure.
Till the time there is an integrat-
ed infrastructure people would
have to go to different places for
camera, visual effects etc. You
need to have everything at one
place. That is the reason this
Film City, which is also being
called Infotainment city, would
have everything in one place.

Incidentally, 70 per cent of
the technicians in the Hindi or
even the South Indian film
industries are from Uttar
Pradesh. Since this Film City
would have these facilities, it
would be a source of employ-
ment generation too.

�What are the parks that have
already been developed at
YEIDA?

We have made an MSME
Park, an Apparel Park, a
Handicraft Park and Toys Park
where national and interna-
tional companies have set up
operations. This will generate
employment opportunities for
at least 3.5 lakh people.
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Vinicius Junior scored
twice as Real Madrid
made Liverpool pay for

more defensive errors on
Tuesday, a 3-1 victory putting
them in sight of the Champions
League semi-finals.

Vinicius and Marco
Asensio both profited in the
first half after darting behind
Liverpool’s makeshift back-
line before a simple move from
a throw-in gave Vinicius a
simple finish in the second.

Mohamed Salah’s strike
shortly after the interval briefly
made it a contest at Valdebebas,
with an away goal certainly a
significant consolation for
Liverpool to take into the sec-
ond leg at Anfield next week.

But without fans and with
a miserable recent record at
home, Jurgen Klopp will know
his side have it all to do to avoid
his team’s season becoming
solely about scraping into the
Premier League’s top four.

“We didn’t play well
enough, that’s my first con-
cern,” said Klopp. “We didn’t
deserve to win tonight, but the
good news is that there is
another match.

“We are going to fight, 3-1
is not good, but we have a
chance.”

Except for two spells after

half-time and at the finish,
when their opponents were
holding on to what they had,
Liverpool were overpowered by
Real Madrid, whose only dis-
appointment might be missing
out on a clearer margin ahead
of the return in eight days’ time.

Before then, they go up
against Barcelona on Saturday
and this result, their fifth con-
secutive victory, should be
another huge boost to morale
going into what will be a cru-
cial fixture in La Liga’s title
race.

“Nothing is close, nothing
is won,” Madrid coach
Zinedine Zidane said. “We are
alive in two competitions and
we will keep fighting. We will
start the second leg like it’s 0-
0 because it will be another
very difficult game.”
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Pep Guardiola said
Manchester City “felt the

pressure” of expectancy in the
Champions League as they
needed Phil Foden’s 90th minute
winner to take a slender 2-1 lead
from the first leg of their quar-
ter-final tie against Borussia
Dortmund on Tuesday.

“We felt the pressure today,
in this competition, at home, not
knowing how we would react,”
said Guardiola. “It’s better to win
than draw but even at 1-1 we
had 90 minutes to do it.”

The sides will meet again in
Germany on April 14 with the
winners facing Bayern Munich
or Paris Saint-Germain in the
last four.

Dortmund are at serious
risk of missing out on the
Champions League next season
after slipping seven points adrift
of the top four in the Bundesliga.

However, the visitors start-
ed brightly until Emre Can gift-
ed the ball away to Riyad
Mahrez and City launched a
ruthless counter-attack. De
Bruyne, Foden and Mahrez
exchanged passes before the

Belgian tapped home from close
range.

City thought they had a
great chance to double their
advantage moments later when
Rodrigo went down under Can’s
challenge inside the area and ref-
eree Ovidiu Hategan pointed to
the penalty spot.

Hategan, though, rightly
overturned his call on a VAR
review in the first of a number
of dubious decisions from the
Romanian official.

His next big call ruled out a
Dortmund goal when he
adjudged Jude Bellingham to
have fouled Ederson as he dis-
possessed the Brazilian and
tapped into an empty net just
before half-time.

This time VAR could not
intervene as Hategan had blown
before Bellingham rolled the ball
home.

Erling Haaland was the
focus of much of the pre-match
hype with City one of a number
of clubs interested in the

Norwegian wonder kid.
The 20-year-old had failed

to score in just two of his previ-
ous 14 Champions League
appearances, but he spurned his
one big chance to net early in the
second-half.

Haaland showed great
strength and pace to outmuscle
and outsprint Ruben Dias, but
could not lift the ball over the
advancing Ederson.

However, City were hit with
a sucker punch as Haaland
showed he is more than just a
goalscorer.

His brilliant reverse ball
released Marco Reus to fire
beyond Ederson in what seemed
a sting in the tale six minutes
from time. But Dortmund could
not hold out in the closing
stages as City pushed for a win-
ner.

De Bruyne was the creator
again as his cross found Ilkay
Gundogan at the back post and
his cut-back was swept home by
a relieved Foden.
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Jurgen Klopp says it will be
tough for Liverpool to turn

around their Champions
League fortunes against Real
Madrid at an empty Anfield
despite their reputation as
“comeback kings”.

Liverpool famously over-
turned a 3-0 first-leg deficit
against Barcelona in the 2019
semi-final, winning 4-0 at a
frenzied Anfield on their way
to being crowned European
champions for a sixth time.

And next Wednesday

they must do something sim-
ilar. An away goal gives them
a lifeline but they will be play-
ing behind closed doors due
to coronavirus regulations.

“Of course, it is com-
pletely different,” said Klopp. 

“If you want to have some
emotional memories, then
you watch the Barcelona
game back and 80 percent of
this game was the atmos-
phere in the stadium, so yes,
we have to do it without that.

“But it is not that I sit here
and think, ‘Comebacks are
our thing, we do it all the

time’. We did from time to
time but we always had sup-
porters in the stadium.

“We don’t have that this
time so I don’t know if we can
do it, but I can promise you
we will give it a proper try.”

The other factor counting
against Klopp’s men is their
shocking recent home form,
which has torpedoed their
Premier League title defence.

Liverpool have not won at
Anfield since mid-December,
losing six of their eight match-
es at their former fortress and
scoring a paltry two goals.
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ICC’s interim CEO Geoff
Allardice on Wednesday said

the body has backup plans in
place for the T20 World Cup in
India later this year but is current-
ly not entertaining any thoughts of
moving it out of the country
despite a surge in Covid-19 cases.

The tournament is scheduled
to be held in October-November in
India, which is reporting over one
lakh daily cases for the past few
days. Amid the Covid surge, the
IPL is due to start on Friday in
Chennai behind closed doors.

“We are certainly proceeding

on the assumption that the event
is going ahead as planned,”
Allardice said during a virtual
media round-table.

“Plan B we have, but we haven’t
activated those plans yet. We are
working with the BCCI, we do
have backup plans that can be acti-
vated if the time comes.

“We’re not oblivious to what is
going on around the world and we
continue to take updates on all
aspects of how sporting events are
being run and the situation in each
country.

“Cricket is being played in a
number of countries around the
world, we’re taking lessons from all

of those and proceeding as
planned.

“We do have back-up plans
that can be activated when the time
is right. We’re not anywhere near
that timeline yet. We’ve got a
number of months to be able to see
how the situation is and how
cricket events are being run.”

The 53-year-old Australian,
who has played domestic cricket in
his country, said the ICC is also in
touch with other sports bodies to
understand how they are manag-
ing in the Covid era.

“Cricket is being played in a
number of countries at the
moment and we are learning from

all of them.
“We have been talking to oth-

ers sports bodies about what they
are doing, we are in a reasonably
good shape at the moment but
acknowledge that the world is
changing at a rapid rate.

“We have also got the World
Test Championship final coming
up in two months’ time, but we are
proceeding with both as planned,”
he said.

The UAE, which hosted the
IPL last year, could be one of the
backup venues for the shortest for-
mat’s biggest international event
should the situation demand a
shift.
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Olympic champions Argentina
quelled India’s chances of a second

consecutive victory as they made a
strong comeback for a 4-4 draw in a
tense practice match here on
Wednesday.

It was Varun Kumar (7th and 44th),
Rajkumar Pal (13th), Rupinder Pal
Singh (14th) who scored for India
while Leandro Tolini (10th), Lucas
Toscani (23rd), Ignacio Ortiz (42nd) and
Lucas (57th) found the target for the
home team.

India had won the first practice
match 4-3.

India made a fine start with a well-
structured attack that fetched them three
goals in the first quarter.

The first goal was courtesy forward
Mandeep Singh who helped India earn
a penalty corner in the seventh minute
which was effortlessly converted by
dragflicker Varun Kumar.

Though an early 1-0 lead put the
home side on the backfoot, they
bounced back in the 10th minute when
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Pakistan have
become the second

team after Australia to
win two bilateral
ODI series in South
Africa after suc-

cessfully defend-
ing 321 in the
decider in the
third ODI at

SuperSport Park.
They earned 20
points in the
World Cup
Super League
and move to
the top of the
table, level with
England and

Australia.
In a match that

tested both teams’

depth with 11 changes across
the two teams - SA made
seven and Pakistan four - one
player’s touch remained
exactly the same. Fakhar
Zaman scored his second
successive hundred, and on
the way, became the first
Pakistan batsman to score
more than one ODI century
in SA and score the most
runs by a batsman in a three-
match series against SA to set
up the victory.

Between him and Babar,
who notched up 94, they
asked their hosts to pull off
the highest successful chase
at this ground, as Kyle
Verreynne and Andile
Phehlukwayo almost pulled
off a coup. Their 99-ball
108-run sixth-wicket part-
nership steadied South

Africa from 141 for 5 and put
them 73 runs away from a
win. But in the end, the tail
was left with too much to do
after most of the rest of the
top six were undone by spin,
with Mohammad Nawaz and
Usman Qadir taking four
wickets between them.

While SA will once again
have cause to examine their
approach against the turning
ball, they also missed their
frontline attack, all of whom
have departed for the IPL.
With Kagiso Rabada, Anrich
Nortje and Lungi Ngidi
absent, Daryn Dupvaillon,
Lutho Sipamla and Beuran
Hendricks bowled 18 overs
for 118 runs without taking
a single wicket. Instead, it was
Keshav Maharaj, brought in
for Tabraiz Shamsi, who

enjoyed the most success,
supported by allrounder Jon-
Jon Smuts and part-time
offspinner Aiden Markram.
In total, SA bowled 28 overs
of spin - the most in a home
ODI - and they collectively
picked up six wickets.

Markram and South
Africa began well with the
ball and Pakistan only got
one boundary away in the
first six overs, but that was
the calm before the storm.
When Zaman hit the first six
of the innings - off a Sipamla
short ball that he muscled
over midwicket - the open-
ers seemed to find rhythm.
Imam-ul-Haq, meanwhile,
took on Dupavillon's short
ball with his trademark pull
and brought up his half-
century off 60 balls.
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Phil Foden says Manchester
City remain fresh and

ready to fight for the quadru-
ple after the scored late to give
them the edge against
Borussia Dortmund.

“It is really hard some-
times, mentally and in your
legs as well, after coming back
from internationals, but we
have a lot of players in the
squad that are fresh and ready
to play,” said 20-year-old mid-
fielder Foden.

“The manager is rotating
and so we are ready and I
think as a team we are doing
brilliantly. We are fighting for
everything we can and are
going to fight until the end.”

City have now won 27 of
their past 28 games in all com-
petitions and remain on
course for a historic sweep of
the Champions League,
Premier League, FA Cup and
League Cup.
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Royal Challengers
Bangalore’s Australian all-

rounder Daniel Sams on
Wednesday tested positive for
Covid-19 ahead of the IPL
starting on April 9, but open-
er Devdutt Padikkal recov-
ered from the dreaded infec-
tion to join the side.

According to a statement
issued by RCB on its Twitter
handle, the 28-year-old all-
rounder arrived in India on
April 3 and had a negative
Covid-19 test report at that
time. 

“His (Sams’) report from
the 2nd test on 7th April came
positive. Sams is currently
asymptomatic and he is cur-
rently in isolation at a designat-
ed medical facility,” the RCB
said.

“Royal Challengers
Bangalore medical team is in
constant touch with Daniel
Sams and continue to monitor
his health and abide by the
BCCI protocols.”

Sams was traded to the
RCB this season from Delhi
Capitals. He became the sec-
ond RCB player to test positive
for the infection after left-

handed opening batsman
Padikkal.

Padikkal, however, came
out negative in the latest round
of testing. The 20-year-old
had been in home quarantine
since March 22 after being
infected. He was RCB’s highest
scorer last season with 473
runs from 15 matches.

“Devdutt Padikkal, has
joined the team on 7th April
2021 with negative reports for
Covid-19 as per BCCI proto-
cols. RCB medical team was in
constant touch with Devdutt to
ensure his safety and well-
being,” the franchise said.
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New Delhi: A 15-member
Indian judo team was forced to
withdraw from the ongoing
Asia-Oceania Olympic qualifiers
in Bishkek after two judokas —
Ajay Yadav and Ritu — tested
positive for Covid-19 just before
the start of the tourney. Yadav,
a 73kg class judoka, and Ritu
(52kg) tested positive in the sec-
ond test conducted after landing
in Kyrgyzstan and both are
asymptomatic. It became the
first instance of an Indian con-
tingent’s campaign being
derailed at an Olympic qualifi-
er because of the dreaded virus.
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they earned a PC. Leandro Tolini, who
scored twice in the previous match, came
up with a well-executed dragflick to
equalise.

India, however, regained the lead
with Rajkumar Pal’s goal in the 13th
minute. He was assisted by Nilakanta
Sharma who has been in good nick,
showing his prowess as an attacking mid-
fielder.

In the following minute, a PC
earned by India forward Lalit Upadyay
saw Rupinder Pal Singh score a splen-
did goal, taking India’s lead to 3-1 in the
14th minute.

The second quarter began with
both teams trading PCs with each other
but none were successful. However, in
the 23rd minute, Argentina’s Lucas
Toscani struck a fine goal to narrow
India's lead to 3-2.

Though India replied with
aggressive attack, they were unable
to create successful forays into the
striking circle.

Following the 10-minute half-
time break, both teams vied to dom-
inant with the ball and played on par
with each other to keep the tempo up.

It was eventually Argentina who suc-
ceeded in breaking the gridlock in this
quarter by earning a PC which was well-
struck by Argentina’s attacking midfield-
er Ignacio Ortiz.

The 3-3 equaliser didn’t dampen
India’s spirit as they successfully scored
the fourth goal via forward Dilpreet
Singh who made a successful entry into
the striking circle, earning India a PC in
the 44th minute. Varun made no mis-
take in converting the goal and regain-
ing the lead for India.


