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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday virtual-

ly ruled out imposition of
countrywide lockdown despite
surging Covid-19 cases and
decisions of several States to
impose severe restriction on
movement of people and open-
ing of business and education-
al establishments.

The PM chose to put up a
brave face even as Covid-19
daily count went past 1.31 lakh
cases on Thursday and the
day’s fatalities stood at 802.

“We need to focus on test-
ing first, we need to be changed
and not to take casually by fol-
lowing Covid protocols. We
should not take need of testing
lightly. Earlier we did not have
the infrastructure to deal with
the pandemic and we had to
use lockdown as a tool...but
today we do not need a lock-
down. Instead of calling it a
night curfew we should call it
‘Corona Curfew’,” Modi said
while chairing a virtual meet-
ing of Chief Ministers of all
States to review the Covid-19
situation and status of vacci-
nation.

Micro containment zones
in high Covid-19 burden areas,
proper testing, tracing and
vaccination can control the
rising Covid-19 crisis, the
Prime Minister said.

The Prime Minister
requested the States for 100 per
cent vaccination of 45 plus pop-

ulation in the high focus dis-
tricts and asked the States to
hold Tika Utsav (vaccination
festival) from April 11 to April
14.

“We should aim for 100 per
cent vaccination of people
above 45 years. April 11 is
Jyotiba Phule ji’s birth anniver-
sary and April 14 is Baba
Saheb’s birth anniversary, in the
meantime let us all celebrate
‘Tika Utsav’. Our target should
be to test at least 30 contacts in
72 hours per Covid positive
patient. The borders of con-
tainment zones should be par-
ticular and not vague. I want to
appeal to all the CMs to go for
proactive testing so that we can
track asymptomatic patients,”
he said.

The PM said number of
tests being done on daily basis

needs to be significantly
increased with the aim to
reduce positivity to 5 per cent
or less, with focused and tar-
geted testing in containment
zones and areas where clusters
of cases are being reported.

Meanwhile, India’s daily
caseload reached the 1,31,787
on Thursday, however,
Maharashtra’s number came
down marginally from 59,900
on Wednesday to 56,286 new
cases on Thursday. The State
recorded 376 fatalities during
the last 24 hours.

However, the situation
seemed to sharply deteriorate
in Uttar Pradesh (8,474 new
cases), Delhi (7,437),
Chhattisgarh (10,652),
Karnataka (6,570) and Madhya
Pradesh (4,324 cases).

Continued on Page 2
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Hours after the Election
Commission served a

show-cause notice on Mamata
Banerjee for making alleged
communal statements, a defi-
ant Bengal Chief Minister on
Thursday said she would not be
intimidated by such notices …
“let them file tens of such let-
ters on me.”

Mamata, who was address-
ing a rally at Domjur in
Howrah, accused the Election
Commission of playing a par-
tisan role, saying, “Why don’t
they serve notices on Narendra
Modi, who makes provocative
Hindu-Muslim statements
every day? Why don’t they
send letters to the BJP leaders
in Nandigram who openly call
the local Muslim people
Pakistanis in order to divide the
electorate? Let them sent 10
notices to me. I don’t care. My
answer to them will remain the
same.”

Calling upon the people to
unite, she said, “I am asking the
people to unite so that there is
no division of votes among

Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs and
Christians… I ask everyone not
to give a single vote to the BJP.”

The Commission had ear-
lier issued a notice on Mamata
asking her to reply within 48
hours as to why in a rally on
April 3 she asked the Muslims
to unite asking them not to let
their votes get split. She had
also allegedly told in a rally that
“if the BJP takes all the Hindu
votes and CPI(M)-Congress-
ISF all the Muslim votes then

what will I get?”
The BJP had also com-

plained to the Commission
against Mamata’s provocative
speeches against the Central
forces. 

The EC is yet to take a
decision on that. Mamata had
on Tuesday said told the TMC
supporters from a rally to
“gherao the Central forces if
they try to stop you from vot-
ing.”

Continued on Page 2
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has

alleged West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee’s
nephew and TMC MP
Abhishek Banerjee’s family
benefitted from illicit funds
obtained from illegal coal min-
ing in the State under a “deep
system” of political patronage
driven by a “well-oiled”
machinery.

The agency made these
claims before a special court on
Wednesday in a remand note
seeking enhanced custody of
West Bengal police officer
Ashok Kumar Mishra, the
Inspector incharge of Bankura
police station.

The police officer and
TMC youth wing leader Vinay
Mishra’s brother Vikas Mishra
were arrested by the ED in a
case which has local trader
Anup Majhi, alias Lala, as the
prime accused in the case of
multi-crore illegal coal min-
ing/pilferage scam.

The ED arrested the
inspector on April 3 and the
court sent him to custody till
Wednesday and later extended
his ED remand till April 12.

The ED case under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) was
filed after taking cognisance of
a November, 2020, FIR of the
CBI alleging a multi-crore coal
pilferage scam related to the
Eastern Coalfields Ltd mines in
Kunustoria and Kajora areas in
and around Asansol district of
West Bengal.

In its remand note, the ED
alleged that certain illegal min-
ing instances were flourishing
in the State under the “patron-
age” of the political party in
power. 

The agency connected the
policeman to Majhi, Vinay and
Vikas Mishra, going up all the
way to Banerjee’s family.

The TMC MP from
Diamond Harbour con-
stituency embroiled in the case
has denied these allegations.

Continued on Page 2
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Stoking another controversy
regarding the Rafale fighter

jet deal, the French news por-
tal Mediapart has now claimed
Indian businessman Sushen
Gupta was paid millions of
Euros by Dassault. In turn,
Gupta, who acted as a middle-
man, provided them with con-
fidential information from the
Indian Defence Ministry about
the ongoing negotiations
regarding the deal.

This revelation came days
after the same news portal
said Gupta was paid one mil-
lion Euros as a gift after the
Rafale deal was inked in 2016.
The Government-to-
Government deal between
India and France is worth over
7.8 billion Euros for 36 Rafale
jets. 

Incidentally, at least 12 jets
have already joined the IAF in
the last few months at its

Ambala airbase. Ten more
Rafales will land in the next two
months. The IAF plans to have
two squadrons (one squadron
has 18 jets) of Rafale. While one
is based at Ambala, the other
one is coming up in Hashimara
in the east. All the 36 jets will
be part of the IAF by 2022.

The latest French media
reports on Thursday said
Gupta and his intermediaries
received “several million Euros”
from Dassault and its affiliates.
Dassault is the French aero-
space conglomerate and man-
ufactures Rafale jet.

In turn, Gupta and his
intermediaries “leaked confi-
dential information”, including
crucial documents of the
Indian Defence Ministry about
the Indian negotiating team’s
positions and arguments, it
was likely to put forward dur-
ing the negotiations.

Documents accessed by
the French media portal sug-
gest that Gupta allegedly acted
as a middleman for Dassault
Aviation and its industrial part-
ner Thales, for several years,
starting early 2000s.  Thales is
a Paris-based defence-elec-
tronics company in which
Dassault and the French
Government are stakeholders.

According to the
Mediapart report, Thales “paid
Sushen Gupta several million
Euros in secret commissions to
offshore accounts and shell
companies, using inflated
invoices for software consult-
ing”.

Sushen Gupta was report-
edly hired by the French side at
the beginning of the 2000s,
when India started looking to
procure 126 Medium Multi-
Role Combat Aircrafts
(MMRCA). His contract
reportedly lasted until the sign-
ing of the final agreement
between India and France.

Incidentally, Gupta was
also accused of laundering
money in another controversial
deal Agusta Westland for VVIP
helicopters. He was arrested in
2019 and released on bail.  

Continued on Page 2
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AVaranasi court on
Thursday ordered an

archaeological survey of the
disputed premises, claimed
both by the Kashi Vishwanath
temple and the Gyanwapi
mosque in the holy city.

The order was given by a
senior division civil court on a
plea pending before it since
2019, petitioner counsel Vijay
Shankar Rastogi said.

Meanwhile, Uttar Pradesh
Sunni Central Waqf Board has
announced to challenge the
court order. Board chairman

Zufar Ahmad Faruqi in a
statement said, “Our under-
standing is clear that this case
is barred by the Places of
Worship (Special Provisions)
Act, 1991... Even otherwise, we
can say as per legal advice that
the order of survey is ques-
tionable because technical evi-
dence can only supplement
certain foundational facts. No
evidence has been produced
before the court that suggests
that there was a prior existing
temple at the site of the
mosque.” he added.

In his order, a senior civil
judge of the fast track court
asked the UP Government to
get examined the disputed
premises by a five-member
team of the Archaeological
Survey of India at its expense.

Continued on Page 2
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In a setback to Uddhav
Thackeray-led-Maharashtra

Government and its former
Home Minister Anil
Deshmukh, the Supreme Court
on Thursday dismissed their
pleas challenging the Bombay
High Court order directing a
CBI probe into allegations of
corruption and misconduct
levelled against him by former
Mumbai police commissioner
Param Bir Singh. 

Terming it as a “matter of
public confidence”, a Bench of
Justices Sanjay Kishan Kaul
and Hemant Gupta said, “De
hors the niceties of an elaborate
order passed by the High
Court, we are of the view that
the nature of allegations, the
personas involved and the seri-

ousness of the allegations do
require an independent agency
to enquire into the matter.” 

The Bench, while refusing
to interfere with the High
Court order of April 5, said
“We may also add that what has
been directed is only a prelim-
inary enquiry albeit by an
independent agency.” 

It rejected the submission
of senior advocate Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, appearing for
the Maharashtra Government,
that merely because the Home
Minister has resigned after the
impugned order would be a
factor not to direct enquiry by
an independent agency. 

It observed that the HC
order directing the CBI probe
is “not in violation of federal
structure”. 

Continued on Page 2
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After spending five days in
Maoist captivity in

Chhattisgarh’s Bastar region,
abducted CRPF trooper
Rakeshwar Singh Manhas was
released on Thursday at a jun-
gle patch at a crowded ‘jan
adalat’ here.

Manhas, a commando of
CRPF’s CoBRA (Combined
Battalion for Resolute Action),
was held hostage by Maoists on
April 3 after a deadly Naxalite
ambush in Bijapur district that
left 22 security personnel dead.

“On April 6 the CPI
(Maoist) claimed that the miss-
ing CoBRA jawan was in their
custody. Since then, efforts
were on to bring him back safe-
ly,” Inspector General of Police
(Bastar) Sundarraj P said in a
Press release.  

He confirmed that around

4:30 pm Manhas returned back
safely to the Tarrem police
station here along with the
interlocutors who had gone to
the jungle along with a team of
local journalists to secure his
release.

He was admitted to the
Basaguda field hospital for
intensive medical checkup.
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday made it clear that

Rohingyas, who have been
detained in Jammu, shall not be
deported to Myanmar unless
the procedure prescribed for
such deportation is followed by
the authorities.

A Bench headed by Chief
Justice SA Bobde said it is true
that rights guaranteed under
Articles 14 and 21 of the
Constitution are available to all
the persons who may or may
not be citizens but the right not
to be deported, is “ancillary or
concomitant” to the right to
reside or settle in any part of
India.

While Article 14 deals with
equality before law, Article 21
deals with protection of life and
personal liberty.

The Bench, also compris-
ing Justices AS Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian, passed the
order on an application seeking
release of detained Rohingya
refugees and also a direction to
the Centre not to deport those
who have been detained in the
sub-jail in Jammu.

The SC noted two serious
allegations have been made in
the Centre’s reply in the matter
which relates to threat to inter-
nal security and that agents and
touts are providing a safe pas-
sage into India for illegal immi-
grants due to the porous nature
of landed borders.

The Bench also noted the
Centre’s contention that a sim-
ilar application challenging the
deportation of Rohingyas from
Assam was dismissed by the
top court in October 2018.

Continued on Page 2
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Aday after Union Health
Minister Harsh Vardhan

slammed a few States for play-
ing “vax politics” and vaccine
mismanagement, reports of
shortage of vaccine poured in
from some parts of the coun-
try where people had to be
turned away.

So far, over nine crore vac-
cine doses have been adminis-
tered across the country, said
the Minister even as he ruled
out any shortage of the jabs.
However, States such as
Maharashtra, Odisha,
Chhattisgarh, Haryana,
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana
have complained of supply
deficit amid the second wave of
the pandemic.

Stating that there was no
shortage of jabs in the country,
Harsh Vardhan said 9.1 crore
vaccine doses have been
utilised, while 2.4 crore are in
stock and 1.9 crore vaccines are
in the pipeline.

“Hue and cry by certain
States about partisanship by the
Union Government is just a
farce, an attempt to hide their

own incompetence.
Maharashtra and Rajasthan
are 2 of the top 3 States based
on allocation of Covid-19 vac-
cine doses. Both are non-BJP-
governed States,” Vardhan said
in a tweet.

These States have now sent
the SOS to the Centre seeking
sufficient jabs to inoculate the
eligible population.

“Vaccination centres have
to close early due to a shortage
of supplies,” Maharashtra
Health Minister Rajesh Tope
said adding that stocks would
run out in three days after the
daily injection of over 4,50,000
doses.

Continued on Page 2
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Amid surge of Covid-19
cases, New Zealand has

banned entry for all travellers
from India, including its citi-
zens, from from 4pm on April
11 till April 28.

The announcement by
New Zealand Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern came soon
after the country reported 23
new positive cases at its border.
Among these, 17 were from
India. “We are temporarily
suspending entry into New
Zealand for travellers from
India,” Prime Minister Jacinda
Ardern said in a news confer-
ence in Auckland. 

Health teams would use
the time until April 28 to try
and plan safer ways to accept
travellers from India. But there
were no guarantees officials
would come up with a better
solution, she said.

Ardern said she could not
answer whether the halt on
arrivals from India would last
longer than April 28.  “We’re
seeing surges in other places,
but we just don’t have the
higher number of travellers
from those places,” Ardern
said. 
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New Delhi: The WHO has
rejected Serum Institute of
India’s proposal seeking exten-
sion of the shelf life of Oxford-
AstraZeneca Covid-19 vac-
cine, Covishield, from six to
nine months, citing insufficient
data, sources said.
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Delhi recorded 7,437 fresh
Covid-19 cases on

Thursday, the highest single-
day surge this year, while 24
more people died due to the
coronavirus infection, taking
the death toll to 11,157,
according to the city’s Health
Department. 

The positivity rate mount-
ed to 8.1 per cent from 6.1 per
cent the previous day, as the
massive spike in cases wit-
nessed over the past few weeks
continues. This is also the first
time that over 7,000 cases have
been reported in a day this year.
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New Delhi: Actor-activist Deep
Sandhu, arrested in connection
with the Red Fort violence on
the Republic Day, Thursday
told a Delhi court that he did
not instigate anyone to cause
violence and was only exercis-
ing his ''fundamental right'' to
protest.

Sandhu was arrested on
February 9 in connection with
the Red Fort violence on the
Republic Day during 
farmers'' tractor parade against
the Centre''s three new agri
laws.

His counsel told Special
Judge Neelofer Abida Perveen

that Sidhu was rather helping
police to pacify the crowd and
asking people to come down
from the Red Fort.

“There''s no question of
conspiracy. I (Sandhu) am a
popular face, that''s why this
case. I was at a wrong place at
a wrong time. I was there for
peaceful protest. 

“Right to protest is a fun-
damental right, that''s why I
was there. Neither I indulged in
violence, nor did I urge anyone
to indulge in the violence,”
Sidhu''s counsel said.

The counsel told the court
that the protest was called by

various farmers'' union and
that he did not urge anyone to
go to the Red Fort.  

“I (accused) am not a
member of any farmers'' union.
No call was given by me for any
tractor rally or to go to Red
Fort. There is no evidence that
I mobilised people.

“I came much later to the
Red Fort. I was not present at
any of the sites to break the bar-
ricade,” the counsel for the
accused claimed.

The counsel claimed that
the accused reached Red Fort
only at 12 noon.

“I was at a ''dhaba'' at

Murthal till around 12 PM, and
I reached at the Red Fort only
at 2:05 PM. Huge crowed had
already gathered at the Red
Fort when I reached there.

“Entire thing - mobile loca-
tion, route etc. - have been ver-
ified. I have not indulged in a
single act of violence. I left
before the violence broke out,”
he claimed.

The counsel told the court
that Sidhu''s implication was a
classic case of trial by media
and added that the accused left
before the violence started.

He also said that the
accused should be granted the

relief on the ground of parity,
since several other accused in
the case has already been grant-
ed bail. 

“I am the only bread earn-
er in the family,” he said.

Prosecution opposed the
bail application, alleging that
the accused instigated others
for violence. 

“Hundreds of policemen
were injured. Sword, sticks etc.
were used. Protesters tried to
crush policemen under trac-
tors. All this started only after
hoisting of ''Nishan Sahib'' at
the Red Fort, for which the
accused had instigated. It was

only to defame the country in
the entire world that the
accused persons went to Red
Fort. In the name to funda-
mental rights they created vio-
lence,” the police said.

The court, however, asked
the police to produce the evi-
dence to show that the accused
instigated the mob.

The court adjourned the
matter for April 12 for further
arguments and directed both
the parties to file various doc-
uments, including transcripts
of the videos cited by Delhi
police as evidence.

The police had announced

a cash reward of Rs one lakh for
information leading to Sidhu''s
arrest.

After the January 26 vio-
lence that had left over 500
security personnel injured and
one protestor dead, Sidhu was
posting videos on social media,
police said.

"Deep Sidhu was in contact
with a woman friend who lives
in California. He used to 
make videos and send it to her,
and she used to upload them
on his Facebook account," it
said.

On January 26, thousands
of protesting farmers who

reached ITO from the
Ghazipur border clashed with
police, the agency claimed in its
FIR registered in connection
with the Red Fort violence,
adding that many of them dri-
ving tractors reached the Red
Fort and entered the monu-
ment, where a religious flag was
also hoisted.

In the FIR, police said two
magazines with 20 live car-
tridges were snatched from
two constables by 
protestors who also damaged
vehicles and robbed anti-riot
gear. 

PTI 
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With cases on the rise,

several States imposed fresh
restrictions on the movement
of people - from weekend lock-
downs to night curfews - have
been brought back in several
parts of the country.

The UP Government on
Thursday announced night
curfew in Gautam Budh Nagar
and Ghaziabad from 10 pm to
5 am till April 17 while the
Madhya Pradesh Government
imposed a night curfew in all
“urban areas” of the State. The
Tamil Nadu Government has
barred all religious events and
festival-gatherings till further
orders.

According to the Union
Health Ministry, eight States
(Maharashtra, Punjab,
Chhattisgarh, Karnataka, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Delhi, and Gujarat) account for
84.44 per cent of the new
deaths related to coronavirus.

Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh,
Karnataka, Kerala, and Uttar
Pradesh account for 75 per cent
of total active cases in the
country.

The Chhattisgarh
Government has announced a
lockdown in Raipur district
with effect from April 9 to 19.
Fearing another lockdown,
many migrant workers and
their families have started pro-
ceeding to their hometowns.

According to the orders
issued by the Ghaziabad and
Gautam Buddh Nagar District
Magistrates, the Government
offices will operate for five
days a week for the next three
months. “The movement of
essential goods or commodities
and medical and other essen-
tial services, however, will be
exempted from the night cur-
few restrictions. All
Government and private edu-
cational institutes (except med-
ical, paramedical and nursing
colleges), including coaching
centres, shall be barred from

holding physical classes till
April 17 in the two districts. All
exams, including practicals,
however, shall be held accord-
ing to the schedule and are
exempted from this order.

Besides, the UP
Government has imposed sim-
ilar restrictions in Lucknow,
Prayagraj, Kanpur and Varanasi
from 9 pm to 6 am from April
8 to 16. Government and semi-
Government personnel and
those with essential services in
the private sector will be kept
out of it.

The Chandigarh adminis-
tration has announced a night
curfew in the city from 10 pm
to 5 am until further notice.
Punjab has declared a series of
restrictions including night
curfew across the whole State
- up from the earlier 12 districts
- from 9 pm to 5 am. All polit-
ical, social, cultural or sports
gatherings have been banned
for now. The MP Government
also announced a lockdown in
urban areas of all districts on
every Sunday till further orders.

The Delhi Government
has imposed a seven-hour
night curfew from 10 pm to 5
am, till April 30 to curb the
spread of coronavirus cases in

the national Capital. People will
require a soft or hard copy of
the e-pass to travel during cur-
few hours. The e-pass can be
obtained from the Delhi
Government’s website

www.delhi.gov.in. Punjab
has extended night curfew
across the State till April 30.

The Maharashtra
Government has imposed a
night curfew from 8 pm to 7
am till April 30. There will also
be a weekend lockdown all
through the month. All shops,
malls and markets, except those
selling groceries, medicines
and vegetables, will remain
closed till April 30. Cinemas,
multiplexes, theatres, video
parlours, clubs, swimming
pools, sports complexes, audi-
toriums, water parks, salons,
beauty parlours and spas will
remain shut during the period.

Restaurants and bars will
also remain closed except those
that are part of a hotel but
round-the-clock takeaways
have been allowed.

In Gujarat, the Rupani
Government has imposed a
curfew from 8 pm to 6 am in
20 cities of the State. The
restrictions were earlier in force
from 9 pm to 6 am in

Ahmedabad, Surat, Vadodara
and Rajkot cities in Gujarat.
The cities where the curfew is
being imposed are
Ahmedabad, Surat, Vadodara,
Rajkot, Jamnagar, Bhavnagar,
Junagadh, Gandhinagar,
Anand, Nadiad, Mehsana,
Morbi, Dahod, Patan, Godhra,
Bhuj, Gandhidham, Bharuch,
Surendranagar and Amreli.
The Government has also
banned political or social gath-
erings till April 30 and has fur-
ther reduced the number of
guests at a marriage ceremony
to 100. Government offices
will remain closed every
Saturday and Sunday in April.

Odisha has extended the
night curfew from 10 pm to 5
am in 10 districts which
include Sundergarh, Bargarh,
Jharsuguda, Sambalpur,
Balangir, Nuapada, Kalahandi,
Malkangiri, Koraput and
Nabarangpur.

The Ashok Gehlot
Government in Rajasthan has
also imposed a night curfew
and ordered the closure of
multiplexes, gymnasiums till
April 19. 

The night curfew will
remain in force from 8 pm to
6 am. 
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That deal was scrapped

when charges of corruption
surfaced.

Gupta allegedly used a web
of companies including IDS in
India and Interstellar in
Mauritius and several accounts
in Singapore, the United Arab
Emirates, Liechtenstein and
Switzerland.

According to the report, an
individual named “Pierre” at
Dassault was the point person

for disbursement of the com-
missions via front companies
registered in Mauritius.

An internal Dassault doc-
ument published by the French
portal shows that the Dassault
placed 2 million Euros-worth
of orders with IDS in 2004, and
planned to place 4.6 million
more.  “Between 2002 and
2005, IDS transferred 900,000
Euros to Interstellar”, Medipart
reported.

Another Singapore-based
company Interdev was used to
launder money, which accord-
ing to the report, was floated as
a “system integrator for
Dassault in Asia”, but later
identified by Mediapart as a
shell company run by “a straw
man for the Guptas who is cur-
rently on the run in South
Africa”.

An account spreadsheet,
allegedly belonging to Gupta,
has been accessed by
Mediapart. According to its
report, Dassault has been des-
ignated with the code ‘D’ in the
spreadsheet.

‘D’ reportedly paid 14.6
million Euros to Interdev in
Singapore over the period
2004-2013, out of which
Interdev transferred 2.6 million
Euros to IDS, whereas 11.9 mil-
lion Euros were transferred to
Interstellar Mauritius.
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The Odisha Government

too echoed similar fears stating
that it has supplies left only for
two more days and as many as
700 of its vaccination centres
had to be shut down due to the
scarcity of jabs. In a letter to
Harsh Vardhan, Odisha Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik said
that as of April 7, Odisha had
a stock of 5.34 lakh doses of
Covishield - the vaccine pro-
duced by the Serum Institute of
India - in its inventory.

“With this stock, we will be
able to continue vaccination for
the next two days,” Patnaik said.
“By 9th April, there will be
stock-out of Covishield vaccine
in the entire State. We are vac-
cinating about 2.5 lakh persons
daily.”

“Due to shortage of vac-
cine, we have had to close
nearly 700 vaccination centres
in the State (out of over 1400
functional sites, only 755 could
be made active today
[Wednesday]).”

A few private hospitals in
Uttar Pradesh’s Ghaziabad dis-
trict have not been vaccinating
people since Monday. The hos-
pitals have put up notices
informing people that they
have run out of doses.

“We don’t have vaccine
stock since Monday,” Dr Alok
Gupta, the director Lyf Hospital
in Indirapuram said, according
to a news channel.

The Government data
showed that Maharashtra got
7.5 lakh doses, Uttar Pradesh
48 lakh, Madhya Pradesh 40
lakh, Gujarat 30 lakh and
Haryana 24 lakh doses.

However, while the Centre

and States are at the logger-
heads on the vaccine availabil-
ity, the US-based Duke
University’s Global Health
Innovation Centre has said
India has been the largest buyer
of Covid jabs in the world with
pre-booking of 1.6 billion
doses.

The global report said that
India had pre-ordered 500 mil-
lion doses of the Oxford
University-AstraZeneca vac-
cine, one billion from the US
company Novavax (to be made
at the Serum Institute of India
in Pune) and 100 million doses
of the Russian Sputnik V vac-
cine.

According to the global
analysis, India was the top
Covid-19 vaccine buyer, fol-
lowed by the European Union
(EU) and the US. “Countries
with manufacturing capacity,
such as India and Brazil, have
been successful in negotiating
large advance market commit-
ments with leading vaccine
candidates as part of the man-
ufacturing agreements,” the
Duke researchers said in their
analysis. They also pointed out
that a populous country like
India cannot depend on just
two local vaccine manufactur-
ers and have to procure and
develop pre-booked vaccines in
order to vaccinate more and
more people across age groups.

India will need to give 36.5
lakh shots per day until the end
of July, in order to achieve the
target of vaccinating 25 crore
people with two doses.

The SII is aiming to expand
its capacity by April-end or
early May by another 4-5 crore
doses. At present, it can pro-
duce more than 7 crore doses
a month.
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The court also stipulated

that at least two members of the
five-member team of eminent
archaeologists should be from
the minority community,
Rastogi said.

He said the court gave this
order on a plea filed by him as
the "next friend" of the self-
existing Lord Vishweshvar
Kashi Vishwanath, in the deity's
status as a "legal person" under
a doctrine of legal fiction.

According to this legal
doctrine, non-living entities
including banks, corporations
and even deities but not
mosques are presumed to be
living persons for adjudication

of any matter involving them
and such entities are repre-
sented in the court by what is
known as their "next friend".

Rastogi said in his plea he
had contended that the
Gyanwapi Mosque in Varanasi
is a part of Vishveshwar Temple
and the court has ordered an
ASI survey of the disputed
area between the two shrines
on this plea.

Faruqi said even in the
Ayodhya judgment, the ASI
excavation was ultimately of no
use. The ASI did not find
proof that the Babri Masjid was
built upon demolition of a
temple. He said the Supreme
Court has specifically observed
that there was no such evi-
dence.
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It also rejected the con-

tention of senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for Deshmukh,
that even for directing a pre-
liminary enquiry, he is manda-
torily entitled to be heard in his

individual capacity even
though the State Government
was represented and he was a
Minister at that time. 

“For the aforesaid reasons,
we are not inclined to interfere
with the impugned
order(s).The special leave peti-
tions are dismissed,” the bench

said. 
At the outset, the bench

told Sibal that it is only a pre-
liminary enquiry and nothing
is wrong in it when serious alle-
gations are made by a senior
officer against a senior minis-
ter. 

Sibal contended that oral
allegations were made against
him without any substance
and had no evidentiary value
but a CBI probe was ordered
without hearing him. 

The bench said that two
persons involved in the case
were the police commissioner
and the home minister and
they were working together till
they fell apart. 

Sibal argued that “court has
to stay on guard while order-
ing investigation against a con-
stitutional authority,” and  there
has to be some material on
which allegations are made
but in this case, it is only
hearsay.
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She said, “There are

reports that the CPF is stop-
ping out voters from voting
and influencing the rest of the
people to vote for the
BJP…this they are doing at
the instance of Home
Minister Amit Shah… But if
they stop you from voting I
ask the women to gherao the
CPF and the men to go and
cast their votes… don’t let you
votes go waste.”

On Thursday too she
asked the voters to “register
FIR against the Central forces

if they intimidate you”.
Meanwhile, 16 people

were arrested in connection
with Wednesday’s attack on
Bengal BJP president Dilip
Ghosh’s convoy at Sitalkuchi
in Coochbehar district of
North Bengal. 

Ghosh got minor injuries
and his vehicle was shattered
when about a hundred strong
TMC men returning from the
Chief Minister’s rally alleged-
ly attacked the BJP leaders
including him with bombs,
rods and brickbats, Ghosh
had earlier complained.
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“Therefore, it is not possi-

ble to grant the interim relief
prayed for. 
However, it is made clear that
the Rohingyas in Jammu, on
whose behalf the present appli-
cation is filed, shall not be
deported unless the procedure
prescribed for such deportation
is followed. Interlocutory appli-
cation is disposed of accord-
ingly,” the bench said in its
order.

“It is also true that the

rights guaranteed under
Articles 14 and 21 are available
to all persons who may or may
not be citizens. But 

the right not to be deport-
ed, is ancillary or concomitant
to the right to reside or settle
in any part of the territory of
India guaranteed under Article
19(1)(e),” it said.

The bench also noted there
is no denial of the fact that
India is not a signatory to the
refugee convention. 

“Therefore, serious objec-
tions are raised, whether Article
51(c) of the Constitution can be

pressed into service, unless
India is a party to or ratified a
convention,” it said. 

“But there is no doubt that
the national courts can draw
inspiration from international
conventions/treaties, so long as
they are not in conflict with the
municipal law. Regarding the
contention raised on behalf of
the petitioners about the pre-
sent state of affairs in 

Myanmar, we have to state
that we cannot comment 
upon something happening in
another country,” the bench
said.
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New Delhi: District authorities
in Delhi have received over 1.19
lakh applications for e-passes
that allow people to travel dur-
ing night curfew hours and
nearly 87,000 of them have
been rejected, officials said on
Thursday.

Most applications were
rejected either because the
applicants did not fall in
exempted categories or due to
wrong entries made by them,
they said. The number of
pending applications has come
down to 20,055 from over
30,000 on Wednesday, official
data showed.

A total of 1,19,369 appli-
cations were received and only
12,068 were approved. As many
as 86,909 applications were
rejected, the data showed.

The Delhi government on
Tuesday imposed seven hours
of night curfew, from 10 PM to

5 AM, with immediate effect
for this entire month as an
emergency measure for the
"wellbeing and safety" of peo-
ple in view of rising COVID-
19 cases in the city.

People require a soft or
hard copy of an e-pass to trav-
el during curfew hours. The e-
pass can be obtained from the
Delhi government website --
www.Delhi.Gov.In.

The highest number of
applications were received in
New Delhi district at 20,267,
followed by 19,646 in South
West and 13,025 in West.

New Delhi and South dis-
tricts saw over 16,000 applica-
tions being rejected, the high-
est across districts. 

As many as 9,812 applica-
tions were rejected in South
West district and 9,706 in West
Delhi.

PTI
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The Delhi Government has
appealed to the Centre to

allow setting up vaccination
camps in communities to speed
up the process of inoculating
jabs to everyone.

Health Minister Satyendar
Jain said that the Delhi gov-
ernment is taking effective
measures to contain the spread
of the Covid-19 pandemic.

"We have made certain appeals
to the Central Government
regarding the vaccine. First, the
vaccination should be allowed
for everyone, at least adults.
Second, is to allow vaccination
camps in communities unlike
the existing method of inocu-
lating jabs only in healthcare
facilities,” he said.

Delhi reported 5,506 pos-
itive cases on Wednesday. The
positivity rate was nearly above

six per cent while in
Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh,
it has been around 25and 18

per cent respectively. In many
other states, the positivity rate
is above 10 per cent

He further added that this
peak is witnessing more cases
as opposed to earlier peaks in
which the highest count stood
at around 99,000 cases. The
number of fatalities reported
was reported at 20 on
Wednesday and the case fatal-
ity ratio stood at 0.4 per cent.

Jain mentioned that the last

peak was reported in
November and the case fatali-
ty rate was 2-3 per cent. “The
mortality ratio, as compared to
the last peak, is lesser. The mor-
tality ratio is lesser in this
peak as compared to the last
ones. This time, the coron-
avirus is spreading exponen-
tially but the severity of the
virus is less, and so are the fatal-
ities,” he said.

Responding to the queries

surrounding the vaccination
drive in Delhi, Satyendar Jain
further added, “The vaccina-
tion drive is going well in
Delhi, we have received some
vials. The vaccination stock is
available for 4-5 days with us.
We will be receiving it contin-
uously as per our demand. I
believe we should fight against
the coronavirus altogether
without politicizing the issue,”
he said.
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Afire broke out at a sta-
tionery godown in a four-

storey building in the Dilshad
Garden Industrial area in Delhi
on Thursday morning. No
casualty has been reported so
far and electrical malfunction-
ing is suspected to be the cause
of fire, said the Delhi Fire
Service (DFS).

According to Atul Garg, the
Director, DFS, the fire depart-
ment was informed around
8.30 AM about the blaze fol-
lowing which 15 fire-tenders
were rushed to the spot.

“Later, 13 more fire tenders
were rushed to the spot and the
blaze was doused by 2 pm,” said
Garg. “A fire had broke out in
a stationery godown situated
on the third floor of a four-
storey building in Dilshad
Garden Industrial area. No
casualty has been reported so
far,” said Garg.

Police said the fire started
at the place where the chemi-
cal used in the production of
"cello" tape was stored. No one
was inside the building when it
began. However, people from
neighbouring buildings were
vacated as a precautionary
measure, police said.

The fire, however, did not
spread to other floors, police
said.
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The Delhi Police has arrested
a 28-year-old man for

allegedly decamping with cam-
eras and other belongings of a
photographer after hiring the
equipment on the pretext of
attending functions in Rajasthan
and Madhya Pradesh.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Narendar Kumar, a res-
ident of Madangir. Police said
that the accused was an
accused in a murder case in
Delhi and got interim bail in
the case during the COVID-19
pandemic. Police said that he
had committed these offences
while out of jail.

According to Atul Kumar
Thakur, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police, South
district, an FIR was registered
by one Satyam Verma in
February in which he alleged
that his two cameras and other
articles were taken by a person.

“The complainant said that
the accused contacted him
through social media and
booked his camera to attend a
function at Jaipur in Rajasthan.
He used fake SIM cards to
communicate with the victim,”
said the DCP.

“The accused took the vic-
tim. He used a fake number
plate on the hired vehicle. The
accused took a halt at a restau-
rant near Dharuhera. When
Verma was having lunch, the
accused ran away from the spot
and also took the cameras and
other belongings of the victim,”
said the DCP.
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A28-year-old woman was
arrested on Thursday for

being behind the wheels of a
car that allegedly mowed down
an elderly couple in Dwarka
four days ago, police said.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Nupur Choudhary,
they said.

Shanti Swaroop Arora (79)
and his wife Anjana Arora
(62) were run over by the car
on Sunday evening following
which police arrested
Deepakshi Choudhary (30),
the elder sister of Nupur. She
was apprehended on charges of
rash driving and causing death
by negligence. However, police
on Wednesday said the victims''
family had raised suspicion
over who was actually driving
the car.
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The Delhi Police has appre-
hended a Class 12 student

for allegedly stalking, threaten-
ing and harassing a 20-year-old
woman on social media to have
a sexual relationship with her.

According to R
Sathiyasundaram, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Shahdara district, on
the basis of technical inputs, the
17-year-old boy was identified
by the police as a resident of
Delhi's Krishna Nagar and the
case was solved within five

hours of receiving the com-
plaint.

“The matter came to notice
on Wednesday when the
woman, who is pursuing an air
hostess course, approached
police with her complaint alleg-
ing that she was being stalked
by a person on Instagram, who
sent her obscene content on the
social media portal's messenger
and insisted on having a sexu-
al relationship with him,” said
the DCP.

“After examining the com-
plaint, police found that the
accused also sent her an email

using a spoofed email. The girl
stated that she was being
“extremely harassed” for three
to four days by the alleged pro-
file user,” said the DCP.

“Based on the complaint, a
case was registered under
Indian Penal Code Sections
354(D) (stalking), 506 (pun-
ishment for criminal intimida-
tion) and 509 (word, gesture or
act intended to insult the mod-
esty of a woman) at Jagat Puri
police station,” said the DCP.

“When police team
analysed the email ID, it was
found that the culprit was

using VPN (Virtual Private
Network) for accessing the
email account. After examining
the collected information with
the help of technical surveil-
lance and cyber forensic tools,
the identity of the alleged pro-
file user was identified and sub-
sequently he was apprehended,”
said the DCP.

A mobile phone used for
operating the email ID and
Instagram account was recov-
ered, the police said, adding
that the juvenile was produced
before the Juvenile Justice
Board.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal has directed the

officials to expedite the alloca-
tion of flats being prepared
under the 'Jahan Jhuggi, Wahin
Makan' scheme for the families
living in slums.

The Chief Minister held a
review meeting on Thursday
on the progress of the flats
being constructed under the
'Jahan Jhuggi, Wahin Makan'
scheme for families living in
slums and directed the officials
to expedite the allocation of
flats prepared under the
scheme.

During the meeting,
Kejriwal said that any problems
coming in the implementa-

tion of the scheme should be
brought to his notice so that
they can be effectively removed
and families can be shifted to
their new homes and can lead
a life of dignity.

Cabinet Minister Satyendra

Jain and senior officials of
Delhi Urban Shelter
Improvement Board (DUSIB)
and Delhi State Industrial and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation (DSIIDC) were
present in the review meeting.

Under the scheme
launched by the Kejriwal
Government aimed to give life
of dignity to families living in
slums and for the purpose
52,344 flats are being built in
the first phase by the DUSIB
and DSIIDC.

The DUSIB officials
informed the chief minister
that construction of 18,084
flats was underway. They also
said that 34,260 flats are being
built by DSIIDC and of these,
17,660 flats are ready while
16,600 flats are under con-
struction.

Apart from this, the offi-
cials informed that 4833 flats
have been allotted to the home-
less families living in slums,
while the process of allocation

of 7031 flats is underway and
will be completed soon.

At least 89,400 flats are to
be built in three phases for the
homeless families living in
slums under the scheme. These
flats will be built on 237 acres
of land in various areas of
Delhi.

The Delhi government is
constructing 52,344 flats in
the first phase that will be allot-
ted by 2022. In the second
phase about 18,000 flats are to
be built. 

The remaining flats are to
be built in the third phase on
the land that will be vacant after
shifting homeless families to
the flats built in the first two
phases. The target is to com-
plete the three phases by 2025.

$0)������	**��	���������*	�
����
*����(�**�
%��& ��	���	��
�����
�����������	�
���������
"������*�	���

��	����
�
�����
��(��/0�����������������"��
�*�����

Gurugram: The IMT
Industrial Association in asso-
ciation with the district Health
Department organised a
Covid-19 vaccination camp at
the office of the association, it
was inaugurated Dr Virender
Yadav chief medical officer
(CMO), Gurugram.

Yadav said that the health
facilities are targeting to vacci-
nate to about 50,000 people by
running this camp continu-
ously in the coming days in the
industrial area.

On the first day, out of 120
people around100 people were
vaccinated. Some people also
took the second dose of vacci-
nation who took the first dose
a long time ago. The people of
the industrial sector looked
quite happy seeing this vacci-
nation drive because their time
is being saved, they do not need
to go far for the Covid Jab.

On this occasion, some
Japanese people who work here
also got Covid vaccination
done.

Pawan Yadav President
IMT Industrial Association
said that the Health
Department has been heavily

involved in the first testing and
now the department is taking
care of us and the workers of
the industries in Covid
Vaccination drive.

"There is no bigger thing
than serving our people and we
thank the health department
and the Primary Health Care
(PHC) workers for their sup-
port and we will run this camp
for a long time. It will be an
effort that all the workers in the
IMT industry area should be
covered with the Vaccination"
Yadav said.

Apart from this, 78 people
vaccinated at GurgaonOne sec-
tor 22 locality in Gurugram.

Col Sanjay Sehgal, General
Manager, Operations of Alpha
Facility team said “We at
AlphaCorp GurgaonOne sec-
tor 22 were able to get 78 peo-
ple vaccinated out of 90 regis-
trations, which included some
very senior citizens also (above
75 years of age). The process
went very smoothly and the
residents were very thankful to
the teams for the same. We will
also plan the next camp for the
2nd dose as per govt approved
timelines,". SR
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All States struggling to deal
with the man-elephant

conflict have something to
cheer about. The Centre is
likely to ask all of them to
implement Khadi and Village
Industries Commission's
(KVIC) innovative Project RE-
HAB, which has significantly
reduced elephants’ intrusion at
several  places in Karnataka’s
Kodagu district.

Minister of MSME Nitin
Gadkari has hailed the KVIC
Project and said  it  has yield-
ed very encouraging results in
preventing elephants’ move-
ment into human territories in
Kodagu. He said Project RE-
HAB has huge potential and it
will be soon replicated in all
States affected by elephant
attacks like West Bengal,
Jharkhand, Odisha,
Chhattisgarh, Assam, Tamil
Nadu and Kerala. He also
emphasised on participation of
the Ministries of Agriculture
and Environment and Forest
for effective implementation of
the project across the country.

Project RE-HAB
(Reducing Elephant – Human
Attacks using Bees) was
launched by KVIC Chairman
Shri Vinai Kumar Saxena last
month at four locations on the
periphery of Nagarhole
National Park in Kodagu dis-

trict of Karnataka. It is a
unique, cost-effective way of
preventing elephant – human
conflicts without causing any
harm to the animals and the
humans.

Under this project, bee
boxes are used as a fence to pre-
vent elephants from entering
human habitation. Elephants
fear that the honey bees might
sting them in their eyes and the
inner side of the trunk. Also,
the buzz of the bees irritates the
elephants the most.

Bee fences have reduced
the movement of elephants at
these points to a great extent,
which has come as a big relief
for the local farmers. Night
vision cameras installed at
these locations have not only
shown a sharp decline in the
movement of elephants in
human territories but also cap-

tured amazing footage of ele-
phants’ behaviour on seeing
bee boxes. A number of ele-
phants are seen returning to the
jungles fearing honey bees.
Also, no destruction of crops or
properties by elephants has
been reported in these areas
since the bee boxes have been
placed on the passageways of
elephants.

KVIC Chairman  Saxena
said implementing Project RE-
HAB in other Indian states will
save hundreds of human and
elephant lives. “KVIC is set to
replicate the project in other
states too, where a large tribal
and rural population is living
under the constant threat of
wild elephants. Project RE-
HAB will have multi-pronged
benefits. This will reduce
human-elephant conflicts,
increase farmers’ income

through beekeeping, address
climate change, regenerate for-
est cover and ensure food secu-
rity for wild animals in their
natural habitats,” Saxena said.

States like West Bengal,
Jharkhand, Odisha,
Chhattisgarh, Assam, Tamil
Nadu and Kerala are major ele-
phant – human conflict zones
where KVIC is planning to
implement Project RE-HAB
in a phased manner.
Approximately 2400 people
have been killed in conflicts
with wild elephants across the
country since 2015.

“Through this project, the
locals residing in these areas
will be trained for beekeeping
and will be provided bee boxes
which will be used to ward off
the wild elephants. Honey
produced from these boxes
will increase their income
and at the same time, honey
bees will prevent elephants
from entering into their areas,”
Saxena said. “Earlier state
governments have taken sev-
eral measures like digging up
trenches, erecting rail fencing
and spiked pillars and putting
up electric fences and electric
wire curtains to keep ele-
phants away from human ter-
ritories. Not only all these
efforts failed but also ended
up killing more elephants in
the most tragic ways,” he
added. 
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Charging the Maharashtra
Government with running

a "Collecting Money from Police
(CMP) programme," the BJP on
Thursday demanded an  imme-
diate resignation of the Uddhav
Thackeray Government  which
is facing heat following the
arrest of police officer Sachin
Waze. Waze is accused of extort-
ing money at the behest of
Ministers in the State
Government.

Addressing a Press con-
ference here Union Minister,
Prakash Javadekar, said one
month back Chief Minister
and Shiv Sena spokesperson
Sanjay Raut were defending
Waze so that he doesn't spill
the beans but now since he
has sent a letter to the High
Court, the tone of Shiv Sena
leaders have also changed
and have now started attack-
ing Vaze .

Javadekar said Vaze has
accused former State Home
Minister Anil Desmukh of
seeking extortion of 3 lakh each
from 1,650 Mumbai restaurants
and bars and similarly anoth-
er Minister Anil Parab of
demanding �50 crore for the
'redevelopment' of Bhindi
Bazar and also a protection
money of two crore each from
50 contractors.

Javadekar said Gutka rack-
et that should have been bust-
ed was again asked to pay

�100 crore.
" It is a total loot nothing

else..aur kuch hai hi nahin..",
said Senior BJP leader demand-
ing immediate resignation of
the Thackeray-led government.

Javadekar, however, did
not attack NCP leaders in the
Shiv Sena-led dispensation.

He said Sena had betrayed
the mandate given by the peo-
ple in the assembly polls as the
verdict was for the BJP- Sena
and not for the current Sena-
NCP-Congress government.

"Maharashtra's Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) is actually a
"Maha Vasooli Aghadi", said
Javadekar.

"In the last 30 days, such
turmoil is happening in
Maharashtra, that it is hard to
keep track. It is clear that
Maharashtra's Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) is actually
'Maha Vasooli Aghadi'. Its com-
mon minimum program is to
collect money through the
police," Javadekar said.

He further said that the
controversy "showed the char-
acter" of the ruling alliance in

the state. "Shiv Sena and its
government need to answer
several questions - What is
your common minimum pro-
gram? Apart from loot, what is
going on under your gover-
nance? The entire Sachin Waze
and Home Minister contro-
versy shows the character of the
ruling alliance in Maharashtra.
They have no right to remain
in power. I demand their res-
ignation," said the BJP leader
who also hails from
Maharashtra.

Waze, a former Assistant
Police Inspector in the Crime
Intelligence Unit (CIU) who
was in charge of the Mansukh
Hiran death case, is in NIA
custody, for his alleged role
and involvement in placing
the explosives-laden vehicle
outside the residence of
Reliance Industries chairman
Mukesh Ambani. Hiran, the
owner of the vehicle that was
found containing explosives
materials outside Anitilia, was
found dead on March 5 in
Thane. 

On the charge  that the
Centre was not supplying ade-
quate anti- coronavirus  vac-
cine does to the state,
Javadekar said the "state has 23
lakh does daily as of  now
which needs to be distributed
across the state..the state gov-
ernment is not doing it's job
and blaming us" , he said
adding " they have already
wasted 5 lakh vaccine does.".
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With the troops pulling
back from the face-off

site at the Pangong Tso (lake)
in February without any hitch,
the Corps Commanders of
India and China on Friday
will hold talks to firm up plan
for disengagement from other
flash-points at the Line of
Actual Control in Ladakh.

It will the 11th round of
talks between the two com-
manders since the face-offs
began at the LAC in May last
year and lasted for more than
ten months. The forthcoming
talks are likely to commence at
10.30 am in Chushul sector of
Ladakh, sources said here on
Thursday.

The Commanders are
expected to focus on disen-
gagement of troops in remain-
ing friction points, they said
adding India will insist on
early disengagement of troops
in Gogra and Hot Springs
besides pressing for resolution
of pending issues in Depsang
plains.

The first breakthrough in
the ten-month long face-off at
multiple sites at the LAC when
the troops of India and China
returned to their respective
posts from the southern and
northern banks of the Pangong
Tso.  The process lasted more

than ten days and the local level
commanders from both the
sides constantly monitored the
situation.

Incidentally, the first face-
off on May 5 also started from
the Pangong Tso and troops
from both the sides exchanged
blows leaving some of them
injured. 

Soon, more than five
points at the LAC in eastern
Ladakh saw stand-offs and a
bloody brawl on June 15 in the
Galwan valley.   Twenty Indian
soldiers including the com-
manding officer were killed.
More than 40 Chinese sol-
diers were also killed but the
Chinese so far have not offi-
cially made the figure public.

This brawl saw India and
China ramping up their mili-
tary presence and at present
more than one lakh troops are
facing each other on the LAC

in Ladakh.  Moreover, both the
armies brought forward their
long-range artillery guns and
armour adding to tension.

As a result of a series of
military and diplomatic talks,
the two sides completed with-
drawal of troops and weapons
from the Pangong lake in line
with an agreement on disen-
gagement.

In the subsequent military
talks on February 20, India
insisted on resolution of out-
standing issues including in
Depsang, Hot Springs and
Gogra.

India has been insisting
that peace and tranquility along
the border is essential for over-
all ties between the two coun-
tries.

Last week, India hoped
that China will work with it to
ensure disengagement of
troops in remaining areas of
eastern Ladakh at the earliest.

It said de-escalation of ten-
sion alone will lead to restora-
tion of peace and tranquility in
border areas and provide con-
ditions for progress of bilater-
al ties.

In late March, Army chief
General M M Naravane said
the threat to India has only
'abated' following the disen-
gagement in Pangong lake
areas but it has not gone away
altogether.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday said that a number of activ-

ities will be organised to mark the 400th
birth anniversary of Guru Tegh Bahadur,
the ninth Sikh Guru and sought research
and documentation on the social service
carried out by the Sikhs across the world. 

Chairing a meeting of a high-level
committee to commemorate the anniver-
sary through year-long events, Modi said
these activities should be such that not only
the life and teachings of Guru Tegh
Bahadur but also of the entire Guru tra-
dition is propagated the world over.

The committee was constituted by the
Union Government on October 24, last
year , to approve policies, plans and pro-
grammes related to the commemoration
of the 400th birth anniversary of the Sikh
guru along with supervision of the events.

It has 70 members with the Prime
Minister as the chairman.

Lauding  the social service rendered by
the Sikh community and gurudwaras all
over the world, Modi said proper research
and documentation on this aspect of the
Sikh tradition should be done.

The Sikh Guru tradition is a complete
life philosophy in itself, he said.

Prime Minister said it is a privilege and
good fortune of his government that it has
got the opportunity to celebrate the 550th
Prakash Purab (birth anniversary) of
Guru Nanak Dev, the 400th Prakash
Purab of Guru Tegh Bahadur and the 350th
Prakash Purab of Guru Gobind Singh.

The occasion of the 400th Prakash
Purab of Guru Tegh Bahadur is a spiritu-
al privilege as well as a national duty, Modi
said, sharing some of the guru's teachings.

It  is important, he said ,  to make the
younger generation understand these
lessons, and also noted that through dig-
ital means, it is easier to reach out to the
new generation world over to spread the
message.

Former prime minister Manmohan
Singh, Home Minister Amit Shah, Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla, Rajya Sabha
Deputy Chairman Harivansh, Leader of
Opposition, Rajya Sabha, Mallikarjun
Kharge, Haryana Chief Minister Manohar
Lal Khattar, Punjab CM Amarinder Singh
and Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot were
among those who attended the meeting. 
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India and Sri Lanka on Thursday
agreed to work jointly against ter-

rorist groups and fugitives wherever
they are present and active and empha-
sised on sharing real-time intelligence.
In the first delegation-level virtual
police chiefs' dialogue, India and Sri
Lanka also decided to strengthen the
existing cooperation mechanisms, as
also designate "nodal points" for time-
ly and effective handling of existing as
wel l  as  emerging security 
challenges. 

The Indian delegation was led by the
Director of Intelligence Bureau Arvind
Kumar and the Sri Lankan team was led
by C D Wickramaratne, Inspector
General of Police. Both sides agreed to
work jointly against the terrorist entities
including the global terrorist groups
and fugitives, wherever they are present
and active, said Union Home Ministry in
s statement. 

While appreciating each other's
ongoing action against drug traffickers
and other organised criminals exploit-
ing the narrow sea route between the
two countries, the two sides emphasised
the need for sharing of real-time intel-
ligence and feedback. The institution of
police chiefs' dialogue, assisted by the
members of other security agencies on
both the sides, will further enhance the
existing cooperation between the police
forces of both countries, the statement
said.  The first delegation-level virtual
meeting was held in an 
environment of positivity and trust, it
added
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The CBI has booked an
Ahmedabad-based firm

for fraudulently availing cred-
it facilities from Bank of
Baroda to the tune of �35
crores.

The f irm, Hanuman
Industries and its partners
Bharat Sonpal and Manoj
Sonpal besides advocate
Udayan Trivedi have been
named as accused in the case
for criminal conspiracy,
cheating and violations of
Prevention of Corruption
Act.

The firm availed credit
facilities to the tune of �20
crore from Syndicate Bank
before 2012 and the loan
account was subsequently
taken over by Bank of Baroda
and the credit amount rose to
�35 crore against the existing
limit of �20 crore as the firm
allegedly submitted false title
clearance of the factory land
in Amreli on the basis of 
false t it le  clearance 
certificate.

The firm and the partners
mortgaged the total land of
the factory premises measur-
ing 8,701 sq m by providing
false title clearance and fraud-
ulently availed credit facilities.

The firm deals in pro-
cessing and export of agri-
cultural products like sesame
seeds, groundnuts and raw
cotton.
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The Centre is in no mood to
bring back the spectre of

lockdowd on the nation despite
the surge in the Covid-19 cases.
Asserting that there was no
need for lockdown, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday urged Chief
Ministers to concentrate on
“testing, tracking, treating and
more vaccination” and sug-
gested to conduct a vaccination
festival ‘tika utsav’ between
April 11 to April 14.

Modi asked the Chief
Ministers strengthen their
efforts for the next 2-3 weeks
to check the spread of the
virus on a "war-footing". He
also said that States must focus
on micro-containment zones
and not on lockdown methods.  

“I propose from 11th april
till 14th april, we should make
TIKA UTSAV. Aim for 100%
vaccination of people above 45
years. April 11 is Jyotiba Phule
ji's birth anniversary and April
14 is Baba Saheb's birth
anniversary, in the meantime
let us all celebrate 'Tika Utsav'.
Our target should be to test at
least 30 contacts in 72 hours

per covid positive patient. The
borders of containment zones
should be particular and not
vague. I want to appeal to all
the CMs to go for pro active
testing so that we can track
asymptomatic patients.

"We need to focus on test-
ing first, We need to be
changed and not to take casu-
ally by following covid proto-
cols. We  should not take need
of testing lightly. Earlier we did
not have the infrastructure to
deal with the pandemic and we
had to use lockdown as a
tool...but today we do not need
a lockdown. Instead of calling
it a night curfew we should call
it "Corona Curfew",” said Modi.  

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray
in the meeting demanded
more supply of vaccines and
approval from Centre for vac-

cine production facility in the
state to meet the growing
demands. West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee did
not attend the meeting. Union
Home inister Amit Shah was
also present in the meeting. 

The Prime Minister said
that in many States adminis-
tration was appearing lax.
"There is a need to improve the
governance system. I under-
standthat because of the one-
year battle, the system can
experience tirednessand there
can be laxity, but we must
tighten it for 2-3 weeks and
strengthen the governance,"
he said. 

Modi emphasised on 'Test,
Track, Treat', Covid-appropri-
ate behavior and Covid man-
agement to contain the pan-
demic. Along with public par-
ticipation, our hard-working
doctors and health-carestaff
have helped a lot in handling
the situation and are still doin-
git, he said. "With administra-
tion appearing lax in many
states, rise in cases has
increased problems. To stop the
spread of the virus, there is a
need to work on a war-footing,"
he said. 
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In its fight against the global
pandemic, India has crossed

a landmark milestone under
the world’s largest vaccination
drive, which was launched on
16th January this year. The
cumulative number of 
Covid-19 vaccine doses admin-
istered in the country has
crossed 9 crore on Thursday,
said the Union Health Ministry.

Cumulatively, 9,01,98,673
vaccine doses have been
administered through
13,77,304 sessions in the last 24
hours, as per the Ministry.

These include 89,68,151
HCWs who have taken the 1st
dose and 54,18,084 HCWs who
have taken the 2nd dose,
97,67,538 FLWs (1stdose),
44,11,609 FLWs (2nddose),
3,63,32,851 1st dose beneficia-
ries and 11,39,291 2nd dose
beneficiaries more than 60 years
old and 2,36,94,487 (1st dose)
and 4,66,662 (2nd dose) bene-
ficiaries aged 45 to 60 years.

However, cases too con-
tinue to surge, breaching 1.35
lakh mark on Thursday, the
highest number of daily cases
ever since the pandemic began.
India is now the third-most
affected globally, behind the
United States and Brazil.

India’s total Active
Caseload has reached 9,10,319.
It now comprises 7.04% of the
country's total Positive Cases.
A net incline of 66,846 cases
recorded from the total active
caseload in the last 24 hours.

Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh,
Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh and
Kerala cumulatively account
for 74.13 per cent of India’s total
active cases. Maharashtra alone
accounts for 55.26% of the total
active caseload of the country.

As many as 685 deaths
were reported across the coun-
try over the past 24 hours, tak-
ing the total coronavirus death
count in India to 16,68,62.
While 59,258 people were dis-
charged, the total active case-
load in the country stands at
9,10,319. Around 1,18,51,393
people have recovered so far.

The previous high of
1,03,844 new cases in a single
day was reported on 5 April.
Total Covid-19 vaccination
stands at 9,01,98,673.

Twelve States are displaying
an upward trajectory in daily
new cases. The Indian Council
of Medical Research (ICMR)
said that a total of 25,26,77,379
samples have been tested for
Covid-19, upto 7 April. Of
these, 12,37,781 samples were
tested on Wednesday.
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The Election Commission has issued
a notice to Suvendu Adhikari, the

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) candidate
from Nandigram in West Bengal, for
alleged communal overtones in his
speech made last month.

He has been asked to respond to
the notice within 24 hours.

The notice said the poll panel
received a complaint from Kavita
Krishnan of CPI-ML Central
Committee in which it was alleged that
on March 29 Adhikari delivered a "hate
speech" in Nandigram while address-
ing a public meeting.

The poll body referred to two pro-
visions of the Model Code of Conduct
which state that criticism of other polit-
ical parties, when made, shall be con-
fined to their policies and programmes,
past record and work. Criticism of
other parties or their workers based on
unverified allegations or distortion
shall be avoided.

Another provision states that
there shall be no appeal to caste or
communal feelings for securing 
votes.

The notice said the poll body has
been found to be in violation of certain
clauses of the model code. Adhikari is
pitted against chief minister and
Trinamool Congress leader Mamata
Banerjee in Nandigram.
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The Supreme Court collegium, headed by
Chief Justice of India (CJI) S A Bobde,

on Thursday held its scheduled meeting to
discuss possible candidates for appointment
of judges in higher judiciary, but it remained
inconclusive, sources said.

The brief collegium meeting was attend-
ed by all the five senior-most judges includ-
ing Justice N V Ramana, who has been
appointed as the next CJI by President Ram
Nath Kovind on April 6, they said.

No decision could be taken, they said
and rubbished certain news reports of pur-
ported differences among some collegium
members.

As per the apex court's website, Justice
Ramana did not hold the court on Thursday. 

The top court has a sanctioned strength
of 34 judges and after the retirement of
Justice Indu Malhotra recently, the vacan-
cies have gone up to five.

The matter of elevation of Chief Justice
Tripura High Court Akil Kureshi and also
Karnataka senior woman judge Justice B V
Nagarathna to the Supreme Court have been
discussed in meeting in past as well, sources
said.

CJI Bobde would superannuate on
April 23 and Thursday's pre-scheduled
meeting assumes significance in the wake of
the fact that justice Ramana has been for-
mally appointed as the next CJI.

As per the convention, since the
President has issued warrants of appoint-
ment for the next CJI, the outgoing prede-

cessor does not make any recommendations
to the Centre for appointment of judges in
high courts and the apex court.

The collegium meeting was scheduled
before the issuance of the notification
appointing Justice Ramana as the CJI.

The last collegium meeting had taken
place in the third week of March, the sources
said.

Besides the CJI, the four others mem-
bers of the collegium are justices N V
Ramana, R F Nariman, U U Lalit and A M
Khanwilkar.

The collegium-led by Justice Bobde, who
took oath as the CJI on November 18, 2019,
has not made any recommendation for
appointment of a judge to the apex court so
far.

Earlier during the day, a lawyers' body,
All India Bar Association (AIBA) through
chairman and senior advocate Adish C
Aggarwala urged the CJI not to hold the
collegium meeting on Thursday saying it
would be against “judicial propriety and con-
vention” as the President has already noti-
fied the appointment of Justice Ramana.
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Bijnor (UP): Five workers were
charred to death after an explo-
sion at a firecracker factory at
a village here on Thursday,
police said.

Police have arrested the
operator of the unit, identified
as Yusuf. The unit was being
run from a house located in an
isolated area at Bakshiwala vil-
lage.

Superintendent of Police
Dharamvir Singh said the
explosion took place after gun-
powder kept there caught fire.

At the time of the incident,
nine people were working
there, four of whom managed
to escape while the five were
charred to death, he said.

The victims have been
identified as nearby Bukhara
residents Vedpal, Chintu,
Pradeep, Sonu and Brajpal.

The Superintendent of
Police said within 20 minutes
of the incident, a fire brigade
reached the spot and con-
trolled the flames.

District Magistrate
Ramakant Pandey said that
crackers were being made on a
valid licence. Meanwhile, an
official release in Lucknow
said Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has expressed grief
over the incident. He directed
senior officials in the district to
rush to the spot immediately
and render all possible help to
the affected persons, the release
said.

The chief minister also
ordered an inquiry into the
mishap and asked the district
magistrate and the superin-
tendent of police to submit a
joint report. PTI
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As one drives past the torn
down Tata Nano project

area down Durgapur
Expressway a dull twinge
somewhere within reminds of
the shattered dreams that this
vast barren tract of 900 acres
once stood for. The decade-old
memories of how a full-blown
gigantic car plant was blown up
and bull-dozed by the powers
that be still linger in the mind
of the local people.

For many years this land
had become a place of tourist
interest with travelers whoosh-
ing past this national highway
linking Mumbai-Chennai and
Delhi often asking their drivers
to exactly locate where the
Nano car plat stood.

A furlong past the Nano
land you take left turn to enter
the Joy Molla village. Past the
village a gang of local youth sit
on a bamboo platform whiling
away time playing cards. As

you stop to ask the way towards
Beraberi one of them speaks
up, “Presser dada … okay ekhan
thekei arombho korun (my dear
brother from the media you
start reporting from here) …
look at the new road the pan-
chayat has constructed … it
was ‘so well constructed’ that
the casting had to be done
twice in six months as the
entire concrete came up with-
in a two 
months.”

When asked to explain the
reasons an old man bathing at
a tube well a few metres away
butts in: “there was no mark on
the cement bags that were
being used to construct the
roads … we knew it was half
cement and half clay.” Then
why did they not raise an
issue? “Are you crazy?  Who
wants to get murdered?” 

When asked about the
shattered Nano plant of them
replies: “Birat bhool hoye geche
dada (we did a great mistake)

… Now we are left with noth-
ing. I had two bighas of land
their inside the project … now
it is as good as stone … noth-
ing can grow there. Not in fifty
years hence.” 

So what was the movement
about: “A big trap …” the old
man says adding “we had told
the young boys that “Tatas are
coming here … lap up the pro-
ject … this area will become a
second Jamshedpur … but they
were swayed by Didi’s appar-
ently simple ways … and now
we are fighting without 
fate.”

One of the boys lead you to
Purbabara past Pirpukur (a
tank) even as he tells you that
“this tank was dried up thrice
for dredging … hundreds of
days were shown in the 100-
day work but not a spade was
purchased… all the fund was
looted.” And then he shows the
house of a local panchayat
member.

“Go and have a dekko of

the house. They will not stop a
reporter at least during the elec-
tions… This panchayat mem-
ber constructed his house for
more than a crore of rupees and
wedded off his daughter spend-
ing Rs 18 lakh (which is a huge
amount considering this
impoverished village),” the
youth refusing to get himself
identified for obvious reasons
says.

At Beraberi however the
women speak profusely about
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee. “Why shouldn’t we
adore her?” Malati Jana asks.
“Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
took away our lands but she
restored them back to us …
today she gives us free rice and
Rs 2,000. That takes care of our
household to some 
extent.”

And what about her chil-
dren? “Two of them are work-
ing with a goldsmith in Delhi,”
she says. Like Malati’s husband
there were a few hundred farm-

ers who would not part with
their land for the Nano factor
but the Left Government
forcibly acquired them trig-
gering the Singur movement
led by Mamata Banerjee.

“Out of about 12,500 farm-
ers more than 10,000 had given
their land for the factor and
their children had even taken
industrial training at Tata’s var-
ious facilities … we had dreams
but all that was shattered due
to the politicians… now neither
we can cultivate this land nor
we can do anything else …
there are snakes and foxes
roaming inside the area,” says
Dipak Hajari a local from
Singher Bheri.

What do they want now?
“Today Amit Shah came here.
He assured us of an industry
here … let us she whether the
BJP Government does it or
not…” What makes assures
him of a BJP victory and not
TMC’s or for that matter Left
Front’s.
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Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan has been diagnosed with Covid-19
on Thursday. Vijayan who has been relaxing at his sprawling per-

sonal estate at Pinarayi village in Kannur after the gruelling election cam-
paign is being shifted to Medical College Hospital, Kozhikode late
Thursday night.

The chief minister who is 77 had taken the first shot of vaccina-
tion against the pandemic late March. According to sources in the Chief
Minister’s Office, Vijayan was cheerful and was enjoying time with his
wife and grand children. “It is to ensure fool proof safety that the chief
minister is being shifted to the medical college hospital. There is no need
of any concern. The chief minister, despite his advanced age is hearty
and hail,” said an official. Veena Mohammed, daughter of Vijayan was
diagnosed with Covid-19 last week and she had cast her vote in a polling
booth in Pinarayi wearing personal protective garments. It is said that
Vijayan might have contracted the pandemic from Mohammed.

Thursday saw 4,353 new patients getting diagnosed with Covid-19
in the State in the second wave of Covid resurgence. Indian Medical
Association cautioned the State administration about the ever increas-
ing number of patients afflicted with the pandemic and warned that
the next three weeks are highly critical for Kerala.

Meanwhile Pinarayi Vijayan getting infected with Covid-19 has given
rise to discussion on the efficacy of the vaccine. 
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diagnosed  with Covid-19 on Thursday
across the State, the Tamil Nadu
Government reverted to a semi lockdown
mode to check the spreading of the pan-
demic. The 24 hours ending Thursday 6
PM saw the State registering 19 deaths due
to Covid-19.

On Wednesday evening itself, the State
had recorded 3,986 new cases and 17
deaths which made the State administra-
tion to convene an emergency meeting on
Thursday and revert back to an unofficial
lock-down mode.

The Chief Secretary vide a special gov-
ernment order declared Koyambedu mar-
ket in Chennai, the epicentre of the first
wave of pandemic attack a no-go area for
small traders from April 10.

The order states that fruit and veg-
etable shops, shopping malls, theatres, big
time shops and jewellery shops  could be
operated only with 50 per cent capacity till
11 pm.

Hotels and tea stalls could function
with 50 per cent capacity while public

functions and crowds would be under the
scanner. Marriages could be held with a
maximum of 100 guests while only 50 per-
sons would be allowed for death related
functions. All temple festivals and religious
events stand banned from April 10, said
the order.

While it is not clear what the
Government proposes to do about the
functioning of educational institutions like
colleges and universities, the Government
Order says that social, political, educa-
tional,, entertainment, sporting and cul-
tural events are allowed in indoor venues
with a maximum capacity of 200 persons.

Starting from April 10, number of pas-
sengers travelling by bus too would be con-
fined to the minimum. No standees
would be allowed in bus services.

Government medical doctors said
that chances of more restrictions were on
the anvil and are likely to be announced
late evening after the meeting convened
by the Prime Minister with the chief min-
isters of States that top the table with high
number of covid patients. PNS
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Leaders of various
Opposition parties com-

plain that the CPI(M) has let
loose a reign of terror all over
Kerala after the April 6 election
to the Legislative Assembly.

Two days after the grue-
some murder of Manzoor, the
Muslim League activist at
Kannur allegedly by CPI(M)
workers within hours of the
conclusion of the election, the
police has failed to make any
breakthrough  in its investiga-
tion. Though Manzoor was
murdered by a group of 11 per-
sons, the police have so far
taken into custody just one of
the accused, that too an activist
of the CPI(M) nabbed by local
people.

The Congress-led UDF
boycotted the all-party meeting
convened by the  District

Collector on Thursday to
restore peace in the tension
filled district. 

“The police is hand in
glove with the CPI(M) and
deliberately allowing the mur-
derers of Manzoor escape to
safety,” said Muslim League
leader Abdul Khader Moulavi.

He said instead of arresting
the killers of Manzoor, what the
police have done is to take into
custody a 15-year-old boy who
was returning home after
attending the funeral of
Manzoor. “ 

This boy, who was to
appear in the 10th standard
examination on Thursday
morning was held back in the
station where the cops sub-
jected him to third degree
measures,” alleged Moulavi.

Meanwhile, BJP Kerala
Chief K Surendran said that the
CPI(M) has let loose a reign of

terror all over the State on BJP
workers. “A five-month preg-
nant woman was kicked
around by local CPI(M) lead-
ers at Kattakkada near
Thiruvananthapuram for cast-
ing her vote for BJP. Her aged
mother too was assaulted and
their house was damaged
beyond repair,” said Surendran
while speaking to media after
vising the victims on Thursday.

He said more than a dozen
houses came under attack by
the CPI(M) in Kattakkada.
“BJP workers across the State
have come under attack by the
CPI(M). There were instances
of even senior citizens being
assaulted and manhandled by
the CPI(M) activists,” he said.

Surendran and P K
Krishnadas, another BJP leader,
alleged that there were  massive
irregularities in voting through
postal ballots across the State.

“Specially trained CPI(M) lead-
ers who work in Government
service were deployed to
manipulate the postal ballots.
The Election Commission
should come out with the
details of the number of postal
ballots printed and the ballots
which were used in the elec-
tion,” said Surendran.

Congress leader K C
Joseph, had warned in early
March itself that the CPI(M)
would resort to massive frauds
in the electoral process. But M
V Jayarajan, former secretary in
charge of the Chief Minister’s
Office who was deputed by the
party to oversee the assembly
election from the northern
districts said there was no
truth in the Opposition alle-
gations. “Everything is fine
and happy in the State. It is the
UDF and BJP that are trying to
spread falsehood, “ he said.
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Cheerful Meenu Chib, wife
of CRPF CoBRA com-

mando, Rakeshwar Singh
Manhas on Thursday distrib-
uted ladoos and thanked
almighty and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi soon after
receiving the confirmation
from the CRPF officials about
the release of her husband, six
days after he was taken as
hostage by the Naxalites from
Bijapur area of Chhattisgarh. 

The family remained tense
all these days in the absence of
clarity about the whereabouts of
CRPF commando. 

“Today is the happiest day
of my life. I have received con-
firmation. My husband has
been set free and undergoing
medical checkup. Soon he will

be home. We are all waiting
eagerly to welcome him”,
Meenu told reporters assembled
in their home after hearing
reports of release of CRPF
commando by the Naxalites in
Chhattisgarh.

Jubilant relatives and close
relatives greeted each other by
chanting patriotic slogans even
as senior police officers, local
leaders started trickling in to
celebrate the occasion. 

Upbeat Shragvi, five year
daughter of CRPF Commando,
said “I am waiting to meet my
father. I missed him badly. She
also delivered a crisp message
through TV news channels to
her father saying, “Papa jaldi
ghar anna” (Papa Come home
soon). Thanking media per-
sons, UT administration,
Chhattisgarh government and

CRPF authorities Meenu Chib
said, “ After I received reports
that my husband has been held
hostage by the Naxals but he is
safe in their custody I remained
hopeful of his early release”. “I
never lost hope despite facing
tough times. I was a bit anxious
because the government was
not making any statements.
Maybe they were doing it pur-
posefully but we were worried
about his safety”.   

Kunti Devi,mother of
CRPF commando while thank-
ing the government and all oth-
ers who worked hard behind
the scenes to ensure the release
of her son said, “I am very
happy today. My son has been
set free. I am waiting to see my
son returning home soon. I will
cook his favorite dishes, she
added. 
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Bihar's rural areas are going
through a digital revolu-

tion, thanks to the 'Ghar Tak
Fibre scheme' of the Central
Government which is con-
necting villages 
with high-speed optical fibre
Internet.

Since the scheme was ini-
tiated in October last year, in
Bihar optical fibre has been laid
in 25,866 villages and 8,745
gram panchayats, whereas
Fibre to Home (FTTH) con-
nections have been given in
14,741 villages and 10,482 gram
panchayats.

Around 22,229 connec-
tions have been given to gov-
ernment establishments like
schools, colleges, Anganwadis,
ration shops, post offices,
health centres, agriculture
offices, gram panchayat and
block offices, Jeevika office,
electricity department etc,
while 2993 connections are to
private subscribers. 

The scheme, announced by
Prime Minister  Narendra
Modi in September 2020, seeks
to connect all 45,945 villages of
Bihar through the optical fiber
Internet, enabling fast Internet
connectivity that 
will enable citizens to access a
range of services and opportu-
nities. 

According to Dr Dinesh
Tyagi, Managing Director, CSC
SPV: “With the spread of
broadband connectivity in vil-

lages of Bihar, online service
delivery and various other
schemes and initiatives by the
government can be availed by
citizens with just a click. It is
not just the students of the vil-
lage, the Anganwadi workers,
ration dealers and Jeevika
workers are also taking advan-
tage of the scheme as their
work has become online and
their data is readily available at
the click of a mouse. “

As per TRAI report of
June 2020, there are only 29.83
rural Internet subscribers per
100 population in the country. 

Bihar at 21.69 is one of the
states having the least number
of Internet subscribers per 100
persons. 

“With Ghar Tak Fibre, chil-
dren and youth are getting
better access to education, vil-
lagers are getting affordable
healthcare, while farmers are
having access to information
on agri technology, seeds and
weather, all real time at their
doorsteps” said Dr Tyagi.

Kolkata: Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Thursday said that should
the BJP Government come to
power in Bengal it would
introduce the anti-Romeo
squads in the State to take care
of the deviant youth that
threatened the women.

Wondering about the
missing Paribartan (change)
that Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee had promised ten
years ago the UP Chief
Minister said “When TMC
came to power a decade ago
it had promised to serve
“maa-maati-manush” (moth-
er, motherland and people) …
they had promised a change
but where is the paribartan
(change) that Mamata
Banerjee had promised to

you?”
Alleging that Bengal was

not a save place for the
women he said “if BJP comes
to power anti-Romeo squads
will be formed in Bengal to
deal with those who loiter
around girls schools. Anti-
Romeo squads were intro-
duced in UP to ensure safety
of women soon after he came
to power in 2017.

He also said that the BJP
Government would provide
free education and journey to
the women in the State.
Incidentally BJP’s star cam-
paigner Mithun Chakrabarty
too said that the BJP
Government not only would
provide free bus tickets and
education to the women but
also it would provide air-

conditioned general beds in
the Government hospitals in
the State. He was campaign-
ing at Bally for Baishali
Dalmiya the daughter of late
BCCI president Jagmohan
Dalmiya. Reacting to the UP
Chief Minister’s statements
Bengal TMC MP Sukhendu
Shekhar Roy said “he should
take care of his own State first
where rape is an everyday
affair … UP is number one in
atrocities against women.”

Meanwhile, the BJP sup-
porters agitated at various
places in Behala in South
Kolkata after the police
administration cancelled the
permission for a road show of
Chakrabarty in support of
BJP MLA and film actor
Shrawanti Chatterjee. PNS
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Aday after Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan debunked

Maharashtra’s  claim about the vaccine
shortage in the State, a full-fledged war of
words broke between ruling MVA leaders
and the Opposition BJP on Thursday over
the alleged “step motherly” treatment
meted to the State by the Centre in the dis-
tribution of vaccines.

Tearing into the Union Home
Minister’s allegation that the issue of vac-
cination shortage in the State being raised
by the MVA Government  “was nothing
but an attempt to divert attention” from
its repeated failures to control the spread
of pandemic”, Maharashtra Health
Minister Rajesh Tope reeled out statistics
to allege that the Centre was discriminat-
ing against the State in distribution of jabs.

“As per the latest vaccine release
order, Maharashtra is merely getting 7.5
lakh doses per week. As against the sup-
ply made to Maharashtra, the Centre gives
48 lakh doses to Uttar Pradesh, 40 lakh
doses to Madya Pradesh, 30 lakh doses to
Gujarat and 24 lakh doses to Haryana,”
Tope said.Though he did not mention that
all the four states which he named were
BJP-ruled states, Tope indirectly hinted
that the Modi government was being par-
tial towards the states governed by the rul-
ing party at the Centre.      

Tope said that he had brought the dis-
crimination against Maharashtra in the
supply of vaccines to the notice of the
Union Health Minister who had assured
him that he would ask his ministry offi-
cials to look into the supply figure to var-
ious states and make amends to increase
supply to the state.

Seeking to explain why there was a

shortage of vaccine in the state, Tope said
that while the active cases had crossed the
5 lakh mark and the deaths were around
57,000. “Given that the situation is so grave,
will 7.5 lakh doses per week suffice for
Maharashtra?. We need at least 40 lakh
doses per week.  In other words, we need
at least 1.60 lakh doses in a month. It is
only then, we will be able to implement
the vaccination programme properly,”
the state health minister said.

Dwelling upon the vaccine shortage
in the state, Tope said: “Today, we have
stopped vaccination in places like Satara,
Sangli and Panvel. In Buldhana, we have
one day stock.. We are a state with 50 per
cent of the total patients in the entire coun-
try. That being the case, why is
Maharashtra being given as less as  7.5 lakh
doses while other states are being given
more?”Meanwhile, former chief minister
and senior BJP leader Devendra Fadnavis
hit out at the MVA government for blam-
ing the Centre for vaccine shortage in the
state.

In a series of tweets put out during the
day, Fadnavis said: “Undoubtedly,
#COVID19 & vaccination are important
issues for our State. But since there is con-
stant criticism on mis-governance of
MVA & various exposes in courts lately,
it's an Absolute Shame that vaccination
politics is being played to divert people’s
attention!”

“It is my earnest request to MVA to
STOP such dirty politics and focus on
improving the health of our Maharashtra
!,” Fadnavis tweeted.

Seeking to contest Tope’s argument of
dioscrimination against Maharashtra in
the sup[ply of vaccines by the Centre,
Fadnavis tweeted:  “Only 3 states have
received more than 1 crore vaccine sup-

ply : Maharashtra, Gujarat, Rajasthan.
Gujarat & Rajasthan have equal popula-
tions. Rajasthan has Congress Govt in
power. Vaccine supply is not on the basis
of population but purely based on State's
performance of execution of vaccination
process.”Maharashtra received 1.06crore
vaccines as mentioned in official StateGovt
tweet from DGIPR on 6thApril. 91 lakh
vaccines got used;means 15lakh still left
with GoM. So why are vaccination cen-
tres deliberately shut down today & why
peltering (sic) of false news?,” Fadnavis
asked.

“Whichever states have requested for
more vaccine supplies or has pendency
from allocated quota, such supply is in
pipeline and Maharashtra to receive
another 19 lakh vaccines between 9th to
12th April,” the BJP leader said.

“Uttar Pradesh is the largest State &
received 92 lakh vaccines. They have used
83 lakh doses and  9 lakh are remaining
with them. Even Haryana has not received
much vaccine in the first round, but is get-
ting it now,” Fadnavis tweeted.

“Shri Sharad Pawar ji spoke to Union
Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan ji who
assured him of all the assistance to the
GoM. I also discussed it with the Union
Health Minister. He assured that there was
never ever any biased approach towards
Maharashtra & supplies are smooth,”
Fadnavis tweeted.

“Since day 1 of #Covid19Pandemic,
the Government of India, taking all states
on board, has taken measures unitedly and
in that too Maharashtra has been given
maximum assistance. Even today, GoI
under the leadership of Hon PM Narendra
Modi ji, is providing all support to GoM
to serve better, the people of Maharashtra,”
the former chief minister added.
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After successfully eliminating
three terrorists in South

Kashmir's Shopian district the
joint team of security forces have
also managed to trap chief of pro-
scribed terrorist outfit Ansar
Ghatwat-Ul-Hind  on Thursday.

Till the time of filing the report
the operation was going on in the
Jan Mohalla area of Shopian. The
security forces had tightened the
cordon in the area to prevent any
one from escaping the cordon.

Earlier, a police spokesman in
a tweet said,three  unidentified ter-
rorists were killed in the operation.

The operation was launched
after confirming the reports about
the presence of terrorists inside a
house. 
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Defending its Minister Anil
Parab over an allegation by

incarcerated police officer Sachin
Vaze that the Minister had asked
him to collect Rs 50 crore to
close a preliminary inquiry, the
Shiv Sena on Thursday charged
that a “new letter writing trend”
had started in Maharashtra to
“defame” and “destabilise” the
MVA Government.

In his first reaction to the
“letter bomb” hurled by Vaze on
the MVA Government, Shiv
Sena MP and spokesperson
Sanjay Raut charged that “a new
letter writing trend” had started
in the State to destabilise the
MVA Government by writing
letters from behind the bars.

Indirectly accusing the
Opposition BJP to destabilise the
MVA government using the
recent developments involving
the twin cases of SUV planting
and the alleged Mansukh Hiran
and also State Home Anil
Deshmukh’s resignation, Raut
said: “There has been an attempt
to destabilise the MVA govern-
ment right from the day one. The
real face of those trying to desta-
bilise our government is coming
out now. They are setting a new
trend by enlisting those behind
the bars to write letters and cre-
ate an atmosphere against our
government. We have never this
kind of cheap in pour state or
anywhere in the country so 

far”.
Alluding to Vaze’s allegation

that Sena’s Transport Minister
Anil Parab had asked to demand
Rs 50 crore to close a preliminary
inquiry against Saifee Burhani
Upliftment Trust (SBUT) and
also charges against former
Home Minister Anil Deshmukh
and deputy chief minister, Raut
said: “The names of Parab,
Deshmukh and Ajit Pawar have
come in a letter written b y Vaze.
An attempt is being made to pro-
ject a letter written by an accused
behind the bars as proof of
irregularity by the ministers.
This is nothing bout political
conspiracy”.

“I have known Anil Parab
for a long time. He does not do
such things as is being alleged by
Vaze. No Shiv Sainik, who has
taken oath in the name of late
Balasaheb Thackeray, will
indulge in these kind of things.
Having the oath of late
Balasaheb, Anil Parab has dis-
missed Vaze’s allegation as false.
I have full faith in Anil Parab,”
Rautr said.

Meanwhile, Maharashtra
Transport Minister Anil Parab
said: “ For the past two days, BJP
workers had gone to town say-
ing Anil Parab's name would
surface and he would have to
resign. How did they know
Sachin Waze will submit a letter
to the NIA court ? It's clear that
there's a plan to defame
Maharashtra Ministers”
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holding a press conference. It
looks like a political blunder
to detain and release Yudhvir
the same day.

But let us consider anoth-
er possibility — Is Modi
actually getting scared of
Tikait’s tactics and messages?
Since the night of January 27,
Rakesh has catapulted him-
self into national politics by
gaining huge support from
the Jat-dominated belts of
Rajasthan to UP. His March
campaign, which covered
Nandigram to Pipad,
Rajasthan, and Punjab to
Tamil Nadu, turned heads
everywhere. Popular support
has swelled from farmers,
especially the youth. A recent
media survey names him
among 100 powerful Indians.
And he will soon be a force
to reckon with. Hence, the
Modi Government is keeping
a close watch on him, unnec-
essarily burning the tax-
payer’s money for political
gains.

As Modi goes on the
offensive, the growers’ sym-
pathy for their unions grows.
Meanwhile, Tikait has been
consistent in his appeal to
farmers to rebel against unfair
prices. Repeatedly across
Pipad, Meham, Jaipur and

other places, he stressed that
farmers should be ready to
enter Delhi and sell their
crops outside Parliament.
This strategy is bold and
strikes a chord with the farm-
ers. His appeal is simple: If
Modi says that farmers can
sell their produce anywhere,
why not the DM’s or SP’s
office? By mid-April, the Rabi
harvest should be over in
most parts of the country. If
this campaign works, the
Modi Government will have
to be ready for a countrywide
protest, especially if the prices
once again dip below the
MSP. Modi will then have a
hard time assuring the nation
that the “MSP will continue”.

The Tikait camp has
repeatedly used
“Walmartisation” to describe
the corporatisation of Indian
agriculture and farmers. The
same position is being adopt-
ed by the RSS-linked
Swadeshi Jagran March,
which has been very vocal
against the FDI and entry of
e-retailers like Amazon. So
the farmers’ movement has
been very aware and astute in
public campaigns.

A good example was the
talk of police reforms. Tikait
has emphasised in each rally

the need for better salaries
and accommodation for
police and security forces’
personnel. One really has to
see the smiles on the faces of
policemen deployed to
“maintain peace” at his rallies.

The most earthy message
comes from his appeal to the
youth: “Go to your land,
touch the soil, put it on your
forehead and feel the earth.”
The farm leaders, including
Tikait, are offering after half
a decade of hate-based pro-
paganda a positive and inclu-
sive message. They have con-
nected the earth, agriculture
and rights together and
formed the perfect antithesis
to the Modi Government.
Their methods are feisty yet
Gandhian and their political
organisation is growing
stronger each day. 

The Government has
been on their back, hence
cases have been registered
against various farmer lead-
ers. But how will Modi react
to this new challenge in the
long term, perhaps only
Bengal will tell.

(The author writes on
agriculture and environment,
and is the Director — Green
India. The views expressed are
personal.) 
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As the Samyukta Kisan
Morcha was blocking
roads all across India
on March 26 and cel-

ebrating Bharat Bandh, the sit-
uation in Ahmedabad got out of
hand. The Bharatiya Kisan
Union’s (BKU) Yudhvir Singh
was arrested in the middle of a
press conference. The arresting
officer, with the IPS stars on his
shoulder lapel, told the media
that the “arrest is being made
because no permission was
taken”. Since when is the
Government’s permission
required to host a press confer-
ence? Keep in mind that there
was no protest or demonstration
at the site, and the press meet-
ing was being attended by only
a few people. Still, did the event
undermine Prime Minister
Narendra Modi?

By arresting Yudhvir, a sea-
soned leader having a long-term
relationship with the Tikait
family, the Gujarat Government
did him a political favour as a
normal press conference turned
into national news and the
BKU’s second-level leadership is
now headed towards national
fame. The Modi Government
may have actually helped
Rakesh Tikait’s BKU by making
Yudhvir a twitter martyr.

But, was the arrest neces-
sary to nullify the press confer-
ence? By any measure, no. So,
the schemes being hatched in
the Modi-Shah mind are
unfathomable. Are they trying
to divide the Kisan Morcha by
playing favourites? By giving
the Tikait faction more lime-
light, they may cause tension
among the 40-leader group.
This is very much like Modi.
Keep in mind, Yudhvir was later
released and he participated in
the Kisan panchayat in
Rajasthan on March 27.

Yudhvir and Rakesh Tikait
came out strongly against the
“oppression” of the Modi
Government at the centre and
in Gujarat. They termed it the
“Gujarat model of slavery” and
said the “people and farmers of
Gujarat were not free”. These
statements are powerful as in
Mahatma Gandhi’s home State,
people are being arrested for

SOUNDBITE
�����������	
������	������
Sir —The surge in the Coronavirus cases
calls for doubling our efforts to bring it
under control. It is being studied by sci-
entists for its likely connection or corre-
lation with the virus’ mutant strains. It is
a self-evident truth that the situation has
worsened as a result of poor compliance
with COVID-appropriate behaviour.
Anxious as we are, we wish it to be only
a temporary blip. We must mount a
robust response for the rate of transmis-
sion to decline. It has been told for the
umpteenth time that wearing masks and
social distancing are simple but highly
effective means to contain the pandemic.
Still many people do not wear masks or
maintain social distancing. Jettisoning
these basic prophylactic measures allows
the virus to spread at a rapid rate.

Data on the second wave of COVID-
19, sometimes called an ‘old man’s disease,
indicate that children and young adults are
also vulnerable to the infection. As for the
vaccine strategy, it must be flexible enough
to deal with the evolving situation. The
pandemic hotspots can be given prece-
dence for vaccination with further relax-
ation in the age limit. It could be done
without the inoculation programme else-
where being affected by increasing the sup-
ply of vaccines.

In this situation, time is of the essence.
We are still to go far in the mammoth task
of inoculating enough people (900 million
to 1,000 million) to achieve herd immu-
nity. Meanwhile, Maharashtra, Andhra
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh have spoken
about “vaccine shortage” only to be refut-
ed by Union Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan. Most affected States like
Maharashtra, Delhi and Punjab have
introduced Covid-19-related curbs tailored
to local situations. 

G David Milton | Tamil Nadu

��������	���������
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Sir — India has hit a record of adminis-
tering four million doses a day — a sig-
nificant number by global standards —

and were this to increase given the widen-
ing public anxiety over the second wave,
there is a need to replenish the stocks every
10 days. Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh,
Andhra Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh have
been complaining of vaccine shortages,
though the Centre is adamant that there
isn’t one. While the Centre’s case that
Maharashtra, Delhi and Chhattisgarh
have not matched the national average on
vaccinations may be true, the numbers also
make it evident that India’s vaccine sup-
ply chain is stretched. As the cases rise,
there is a need to ramp up the number of
daily inoculations as well as extend access
to the larger population.

CK Subramaniam | Mumbai

���������	��������������	����
Sir —  For  some months it was as if
Kannur, the most politically volatile
district in Kerala,  was dozing under a

soothing lullaby  and  the credit goes to
the police department and some punc-
tilious political leaders who were  ever
alert  to ward off any political violence
erupting between the bloodthirsty party
loyalists of rival  groups. The   election
campaigns,  verbal conflicts  and the
rivalry between various political parties
and leaders  gathered momentum dur-
ing the election season and now just after
the voting day , this has erupted result-
ing in widespread political clashes and
a  bloody murder in Kannur. Kannur is
notorious for political clashes  and
bloodshed and any slight negligence  on
the part of the police and laxity on the
part of the politicians  is sure to result  in
murders, clashes  and vandalism. 

M Pradyu | Kannur 
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Clichéd though it sounds, financial scandals
the world over highlight the ever-growing
importance of corporate governance. In the

backdrop of future scandals, the focus will be on
governance issues — especially transparency and
disclosure, control and accountability — and upon
the most appropriate form of board structure that
may be capable of preventing such scandals. The
global financial crisis has brought to the fore the
relevance of a sound corporate governance sys-
tem as an essential element of effective risk-man-
agement. Though not the only cause, governance
failings are significant where boards fail to under-
stand and manage risk. The crisis highlights the
need to develop more effective approaches to cor-
porate governance and risk management, as well
as the importance of social responsibility in the
financial sector; the role that corporate governance
can and should play is in restoring trust.

To some extent, shareholders may be criticised
for not holding companies accountable, and it is
true that bondholders have encouraged compa-
nies to ramp up short-term returns through lever-
age. However, regulators have often not respond-
ed decisively on realising that markets were mis-
pricing risk, allowing bank boards to operate with
too little capital, excessive leverage, too much liq-
uidity risk and poor mortgage-lending practices.
There is an increasing perception that contagion
and spill-over effects from the global financial tur-
moil could undermine the economic achievements
of any country. As a result, there has to be an
increased interaction between corporate gover-
nance and the stability and soundness of the finan-
cial system. Hence, corporate governance practices
need strengthening, in particular by increasing
board competence and responsibility. The board
members need to have up-to-date knowledge on
financial issues and risk management to fulfill their
functions and training should be conducted
when necessary. The boards should conduct annu-
al evaluations of their performance and report to
shareholders. It is pertinent to explore some issues
surrounding corporate governance in the context
of the rapidly-emerging economy like India.

The Role of Independent Directors:
Empirical evidence on the association between out-
side independent directors and firm perfor-
mance is mixed. Two conflicting views are
offered by researchers with regard to the effective-
ness of corporate board of directors. One of the
views is based upon the agency theory and the
other is the managerial ‘hegemony’. The board of
directors is the pivot of good governance practices.
Appointed by stockholders and other key stake-
holders, the directors are fiduciaries of the share-
holders, not the management. Hence, where the
objectives of management differ from those of the
shareholders, non-executive directors must rep-
resent the interests of the ultimate owners and dis-
charge their fiduciary oversight functions. This is
why ‘independence’ has become such a critical
issue in determining the composition of any board. 

The agency perspective of corporate gover-
nance concerns the incentive problems that are cre-
ated by the separation of management and own-
ership in corporations. Herein managers have
incentives to take actions to increase their utility
but not to maximise shareholders returns. As a

result of these problems, corporate
control mechanisms have evolved as
the means by which managers are
disciplined to act in the investors’
interests. The board of directors,
especially independent and non-
executive directors, is the apex of the
internal governance system and is
meant to assist in reducing agency
problems through mitigating incen-
tives for managers to act oppor-
tunistically. Considerable evidence
has been provided in academic lit-
erature to illustrate that independent
directors protect shareholders when
there are agency problems. 

The issue of non-executive
directors raises questions as to
whether this external expertise pro-
vides a more solid basis for deci-
sions. Outside directors (unlike
inside or executive directors), in
addition to providing valuable
access to resources and information,
also protect shareholders’ interests
since they do not have the same
concerns with their employment or
advancement opportunities.
Famous researchers in this field of
study, Jensen and Meckling, in
1976 identified the shareholders’
and directors/managers relationship
as one of principal and agent. The
shareholders want their wealth
maximised, but the managers have
less incentive to do so than if they
were the owners. By having more
non-executive directors on board,
this apparent conflict can be
reduced. 

Researchers such as Mace in
1986 and Herman in 1981 argue

that outside directors are valued for
their ability to advice, to solidify
business and personal relation-
ships and to send a signal that the
company is doing well rather than
for their ability to monitor. Mace
further argues that in selecting out-
side directors, the title and prestige
of the candidates are the prime con-
sideration. Further, he maintains
that the CEOs dominate the direc-
tor selection process and therefore
control the board. This view is sup-
ported by some other researchers
like Vancil and Waldo, who were
also sceptical about the ability of
outside directors to make indepen-
dent judgement on firm perfor-
mance due to the dominant role
played by the CEOs in selecting
outside directors. A criticism of  the
non-executive directors is that they
are too busy with other commit-
ments and are only involved with
the company business on a part-
time basis.

‘CEO Duality’ structure:
Duality occurs when one individ-
ual holds the two most powerful
posts on the board of directors —
namely those of CEO and chair-
man. The CEO is a full-time post
and has responsibility for the day-
to-day running of the company as
well as setting and implementing
corporate strategy. The CEO is also
ultimately responsible for the per-
formance of the company. In con-
trast, the post of the chairman is
normally part-time and the main
responsibility is to ensure that the
board works effectively. The role

therefore involves monitoring and
evaluating the performance of the
executive directors, including the
CEO.

In a study conducted on 130
mid-cap companies listed on the
National Stock Exchange (NSE)
taking two-year data, the results
show that the ratio of non-execu-
tive directors to the total directors
and the presence of independent
non-executive director as the head
of the audit committee has no sig-
nificant relationship with the per-
formance of the firm. This is in
accordance with the hegemony
theory that the board of directors
is incapable of fulfilling its oversee-
ing role. 

It is also found that CEO dual-
ity structure contributes positively
and significantly to the firm perfor-
mance in medium-sized companies
in India. This is in concordance
with the stewardship theory, that
the managers are inherently trust-
worthy and are good stewards of
company resources. In family-con-
trolled firms, controlling family
members may appoint directors to
the boards, and thus the indepen-
dence of directors may be compro-
mised. In India, CEO duality and
small board positively contribute to
a firm’s  performance. However, it
appears that non-executive inde-
pendent directors are failing in their
monitoring role. The regulators and
policymakers have to take notice of
this and develop rules and regula-
tions to give more teeth to indepen-
dent non-executive directors.
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Goa, the smallest State
in India, is blessed
with abundant miner-

al deposits such as iron ore,
manganese ore, bauxite and
so on.  Tourism and mining
have been the mainstay of
Goa’s economy and these two
sectors are the major sources
of livelihood for the locals. 

Due to the mining stop-
page, the State was already
faced with the perilous prob-
lem of falling revenue and the
same has been exacerbated
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, leading to Goa wit-
nessing its worst economic
crisis. The State is borrowing
extra money to the tune of
�100 crore every month
through the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) in the current
financial year to bridge the
fiscal deficit which will fur-
ther add to the financial woes
and create a debt crisis in the
State.

Mining has been a very
important element in the
economic history of modern
Goa and played a significant
role as foreign exchange earn-
er for the nation. Mining in
Goa today is synonymous
with iron ore mining, which
is entirely with the private
sector. It has a long-cherished
history of systematic and sci-
entific mining and won acco-
lades from different organisa-
tions across the globe. 

The exemplary “reclama-
tion and rehabilitation” of
mined-out areas carried out
in some mines in the State has
attracted the attention of the
mining world not only in
India but also globally and
used to be referred to by
experts on different plat-
forms. However, the low qual-
ity of iron ores, coupled with
more removal of huge quan-
tity of waste for every tonne
of ore production (excessive

stripping ratio) and compar-
atively higher transportation
charge as compared to the
iron and steel plants located
on the eastern coast of India,
made it economically unvi-
able to compete in domestic
markets and thereby left the
Goan miners with no option
but to look to the overseas
markets. Thus iron ores pro-
duced from Goa is exported
to various countries like
Japan, South Korea, Taiwan,
China and others.

Nevertheless, the iron ore
mining in Goa is beset with
certain problems/ issues like
dumping of mine
waste/refuse outside the
leasehold — due to limited
leasehold area and unavail-
ability of non-mineralised
area in the mining lease —
and use of existing public
transport infrastructure for
transportation of the iron
ore. 

Mining operations have
been completely stopped in
Goa from March 16, 2018,
ever since the Supreme Court
cancelled second renewal of
88 mining leases in the State
vide its order dated  February
7, 2018. It has disrupted not
only the mining sector but
also the entire ecosystem of
allied industries, including
individual truck owners,
barge workers/owners as well
as equipment suppliers,

machinery owners, port
workers, small garage owners,
tea and refreshment selling
stall owners and so on.

On the other hand,
tourism, which is another
full-fledged industry of the
State supporting large section
of population, also suffered
badly due to the pandemic.
During the COVID-19  lock-
down and even afterwards,
the tourism industry has
come to a standstill while
complete shutdown of min-
ing in the State continues to
create unprecedented
employment crisis adversely
impacting the livelihood of
more than three lakh people.
Also, it has a direct bearing on
the State revenue, resulting in
loss of more than �3,500
crore every year as per the
State Government estimates. 

The State Government
has filed a review petition
against the order of Supreme

Court regarding cancellation
of mining leases while some
mining companies have also
filed petitions before the apex
court with respect to the
applicability of the “Abolition
Act 1987”. 

In order to unlock the
mining impasse prevailing
in Goa, the following multi-
pronged strategies   are sug-
gested: The Central
Government should come
forward to resolve the issue of
date of applicability of Goa,
Daman and Diu Mining
Concessions (Abolition and
Declaration as Mining
Leases) Act 1987 (popularly
known as the Abolition Act
1987). 

The Bombay High Court
had previously held that the
Central Government could
only recover statutory dues
from 1987 onwards that is
prospectively under the
Abolition Act as against ret-

rospectively as was claimed. 
The Supreme Court

should decide clearly on the
matter, any other solution is
likely to further muddle the
situation and would lead to
inordinate delays in mining
resumption which is likely to
aggravate the precarious
financial condition of Goa
and its people. 

There is little hope of
revival of tourism industry in
the State till the time COVID-
19 pandemic recedes. This
makes it imperative to take
immediate corrective actions
to find a solution to the Goa
mining crisis and prevent
further loss to the State’s
economy. 

The socio-economic
impact of mining ban in Goa
may lead to a serious human-
itarian crisis if there is any
further delay in finding a
timely solution to the current
stalemate.
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An information blackout
under Myanmar’s military

junta worsened Thursday as
fiber broadband service, the
last legal way for ordinary peo-
ple to access the internet,
became intermittently inac-
cessible on several networks.

Authorities in some areas

have also begun confiscating
satellite dishes used to access
international news broadcasts.

Protests against the the
Feb. 1 coup that ousted the
elected government of Aung
San Suu Kyi continued
Thursday despite the killing of
11 people by security forces a
day earlier.

It was unclear if the inter-

net interruptions for at least
two service providers, MBT
and Infinite Networks, were
temporary. MBT said its service
was halted by a break in the line
between Yangon and Mandalay,
the country’s two biggest cities,
but internet users had been
complaining for the past week
of major slowdowns in the
services.

The junta has gradually
throttled internet service since
the coup. It initially imposed a
largely ineffective block of
social media such as Facebook
and then cut mobile data ser-
vice, the most common way of
connecting to the internet, but
only at night. As the junta
increased its use of deadly
force against protesters it also
imposed a total ban on mobile
data use.

At least 598 protesters and
bystanders have been killed by
security forces since the
takeover, according to the
Assistance Association for
Political Prisoners, which mon-
itors casualties and arrests.
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The UK Government on
Thursday condemned the

“bullying actions” of the
Myanmar military junta after
the country’s ambassador,
Kyaw Zwar Minn, was refused
entry to his own embassy in
London and had to spend the
night in his car.

Zwar Minn has been crit-
ical of the junta’s coup in
Myanmar, which have sparked
widespread protests and clash-
es in the region since February,
and called for Myanmar’s oust-
ed leader Aung San Suu Kyi to
be released.

He was forced to spend
Wednesday night in his car
after he was dismissed as the
country’s representative and
staff were asked to leave the

building by Myanmar’s military
attache.

“We condemn the bullying
actions of the Myanmar mili-
tary regime in London yester-
day, and I pay tribute to Kyaw
Zwar Minn for his courage,”
said UK Foreign Secretary
Dominic Raab.
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The UK’s Covid-19 vaccina-
tion program is beginning

to break the link between infec-
tion and serious illness or
death, according to the latest
results from an ongoing study
of the pandemic in England.

Researchers at Imperial
College London found that
Covid-19 infections dropped
about 60% in March as nation-
al lockdown measures slowed
the spread of the virus. People
65 and older were the least like-
ly to be infected as they bene-
fited most from the vaccination
program, which initially
focused on older people.

The study also found that
the relationship between infec-
tions and deaths is diverging,
“suggesting that infections may
have resulted in fewer hospi-
talizations and deaths since
the start of widespread vacci-
nation.”

The positive news came
amid renewed scrutiny of vac-
cinations that followed revised
UK Government guidance

Wednesday that it will offer
people under 30 an alternative
inoculation to the AstraZeneca
shot where possible. The
change followed studies that
the shot may be linked to very
rare blood clots.

Health Secretary Matt
Hancock told Sky News that the
public should reassured by the
abundance of caution demon-
strated by authorities to make
sure the vaccine rollout is as
safe as possible.
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Canberra: Australia on
Thursday become the latest
country to restrict use of the
AstraZeneca vaccine by rec-
ommending that it not be
given to people under age 50.

The announcement came
after drug regulators held a
series of urgent meetings ear-
lier in the day. That followed
advice from the European
Medicines Agency that it had
found a possible link between
the shot and rare blood clots.

Prime Minister Scott
Morrison said he’d received a
series of recommendations
from an advisory group on
Thursday night, and that chief
among them was that the
Pfizer vaccine should now be
adopted as the preferred vac-
cine for people aged under 50.

Morrison said the recom-
mendations were made with an
abundance of caution due to
the rare but serious side effects,
which have mostly been asso-
ciated with younger people.

“We’ve been taking the
necessary precautions based
on the best possible medical
advice,” Morrison said. “It has
not been our practice to jump
at shadows.”

The Australian Technical
Advisory Group on
Immunisation also recom-
mended that people under 50
who had already received their
first AstraZeneca shot should
proceed with getting their sec-
ond shot, as the medical advice
indicated the rare blood clots
only develop after the first
dose. AP
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Phnom Penh: Cambodia is
closing its most famous attrac-
tion, the Angkor temple com-
plex, to visitors because of a
growing Covid-19 outbreak in
the Southeast Asian nation.

Cambodia has confirmed
3,028 cases of infection with the
coronavirus, with 23 deaths,
since the pandemic began more
than a year ago, but the newest
outbreak has infected several
hundred people. On Thursday,
the Health Ministry said 113
cases were reported from local

transmission, with two deaths.
The ministry traced the

outbreak to a foreign resident

who broke hotel quarantine to
visit a nightclub in February.
That caused a slew of infections
and led the government to
close public schools, cinemas,
bars and entertainment areas in
Phnom Penh.

The closures have been
extended as the outbreak grows
day by day, a defunct hotel has
been converted into a 500-
room coronavirus hospital, and
authorities are imposing crim-
inal punishments for violating
health rules. AP
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Germany’s health minister
said Thursday that the

European Union doesn’t plan
to order Russia’s Sputnik V
coronavirus vaccine but his
country will hold talks with
Russia on whether an individ-
ual order makes sense.

The EU’s executive

Commission said Wednesday it
won’t place orders for Sputnik
V on member countries’ behalf,
as it did with other manufac-
turers, Health Minister Jens
Spahn told WDR public radio.

Spahn said he told his fel-
low EU health ministers that
Germany, which has strongly
backed joint EU orders, “will
talk bilaterally to Russia, first of

all about when it could come
and in what quantities.” 

He said that, “to really
make a difference in our cur-
rent situation, the deliveries
would have to come in the next
two to four or five months
already.” 

Otherwise, he said,
Germany would have “more
than enough vaccine” already.
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Manila: Philippine health officials have
decided to temporarily suspend the use of the
AstraZeneca Covid-19 vaccine for people
below 60 following reports of rare blood clots.

The European Medicines Agency on
Wednesday reported a possible link but did
not recommend any age restrictions on using
the drug in adults. The Department of Health
and the Food and Drug Administration said
experts were reviewing information related
to AstraZeneca’s side effects to come up with
a recommendation on the vaccine’s use. 

AstraZeneca and the vaccine developed by
China-based Sinovac Biotech have been the only
vaccines received so far by the Philippines.

“We continue to underscore that the ben-
efits of vaccination continue to outweigh the
risks and we urge everyone to get vaccinat-
ed when it’s their turn,” FDA Director
General Eric Domingo said. AP
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Without coming right out and say-
ing it, President Joe Biden

seems ready to let lapse a May 1 dead-
line for completing a withdrawal of US
troops from Afghanistan. 

Orderly withdrawals take time,
and Biden is running out of it.

Biden has inched so close to the
deadline that his indecision amounts
almost to a decision to put off, at least
for a number of months, a pullout of
the remaining 2,500 troops and con-
tinue supporting the Afghan military
at the risk of a Taliban backlash. 

Removing all of the troops and

their equipment in the next three
weeks — along with coalition partners
who can’t get out on their own —
would be difficult logistically, as

Biden himself suggested in late March.
“It’s going to be hard to meet the

May 1 deadline,” he said. “Just in terms
of tactical reasons, it’s hard to get those
troops out.” Tellingly, he added, “And
if we leave, we’re going to do so in a
safe and orderly way.” 

James Stavidis, a retired Navy
admiral who served as NATO’s top
commander from 2009 to 2013, says
it would be unwise at this point to get
out quickly.

“Sometimes not making a deci-
sion becomes a decision, which seems
the case with the May 1 deadline,”
Stavidis said in an email exchange
Wednesday. 

Washington: President Joe
Biden, in his first major gun
control measures since taking
office, is announcing executive
actions Thursday aimed at
addressing what the White
House calls a “gun violence
public health epidemic.” 

Biden also is nominating
David Chipman, a former fed-
eral agent and adviser at the
gun control group Giffords, to
be director of 
the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives. AP

London: Missiles and bombs
were used to clear a stronghold
of the Islamic State (ISIS) ter-
rorist group in northern Iraq as
part of a joint operation with
ground forces in the region, the
UK’s Royal Air Force (RAF)
said on Thursday.

In an operation lasting 10
days during March, the Iraqi
Security Forces ground troops
cleared ISIS terrorists from the
Makhmur Mountain region,
south-west from Erbil, while

RAF and other Global
Coalition aircraft carried out a
major air offensive in support. 

The operation began when
ISIS extremists were confirmed
to be based in a network of caves
in the Makhmur mountains
and concluded on March 22.

“The British Armed Forces,
alongside our Iraqi and coalition
partners, continue to root out
Daesh [ISIS] terrorists from where
they hide,” said UK Defence
Secretary Ben Wallace. AP

Colombo: The reigning Mrs
World, Caroline Jurie, and one
of her associates were arrested
on Thursday for allegedly caus-
ing damage to property and
wounding a contestant at a
beauty contest held here last
week.

Jurie and Chula
Padmendra, a former model,
walked onto the stage on
Saturday last when contestant

Pushpika de Silva was crowned
the winner of the Mrs Sri
Lanka beauty pageant.

Jurie had announced that
de Silva is a divorcee and only
married women are qualified to
become Mrs Sri Lanka. She
then forcibly took off the win-
ner’s crown from de Silva and
placed it on the head of the first
runner up, and sashed her as
the winner. PTI
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The union finance ministry
has requested the health

and and home ministries for
issuing instructions for
enabling Covid-19 vaccination
of employees of banks and
National Payments
Corporation of India on pri-
ority basis.

This will go a long way in
assuring bank employees about
safety of themselves and their
families and also boost their
morale in continuing to pro-
vide their services to customers
even in these difficult times
when the fresh wave has swept
many states, the finance min-
istry in its recent communica-
tion said.

Out of total strength of 13.5
lakh employees in the banking
sector, about 600 unfortunate
deaths due to COVID-19 were
recorded, as per the Indian
Banks' Association (IBA) data.

In percentage terms, 0.04

per cent of total strength lost
their lives.

The communication to the
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare and the Ministry of
Home Affairs emphasised
important role of bankers dur-
ing disbursal and withdrawal of
benefits transferred under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Yojana.

Similarly, it said, the
reliance on digital mode of pay-
ments increased and employ-
ees of National Payments
Corporation of India (NPCI)
played critical role in ensuring
unhindered services.

The IBA in the last month
had written a letter addressed
to Secretary Health and Family

Welfare for inclusion of bank
employees for vaccination 

on priority basis given their
role their important role in
running the economy.

The association had
requested the ministry for free
vaccination on priority basis.

With the new variant of
mutant virus, the risk has
increased manifold for those
who are not vaccinated, the
IBA had said.

Quoting observation of
the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Home Affairs,
IBA had said the committee
appreciated the efforts and
pain taken by the banking sec-
tor for providing uninterrupt-
ed and seamless banking facil-
ity during the COVID-19 out-
break.

While recognising good
work done by the banking sec-
tor, the committee emphasised
that they be declared COVID-
19 warriors, IBA letter to
Health Secretary said. 
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The Indian rupee weakened
further by 11 paise against

the US currency to close at its
weakest level in nearly five
months on Thursday amid
fears that a rapid resurgence of
Covid cases in the country can
disrupt economic recovery.

Logging its fourth straight
session loss, the domestic cur-
rency settled at 74.58 to the US
dollar – the lowest level for the
rupee since November 13,
2019. At the interbank forex
market, the local unit opened
at 74.38 against the greenback
and traded in the range of 74.19
to 74.93 during the day.

On Wednesday, the Indian
rupee nosedived 105 paise to
mark its biggest single-session
drop in over 20 months. Over

the past four sessions, the
domestic unit has lost 146
paise in its valuation against the
US dollar.

Jateen Trivedi, Senior
Research Analyst at LKP
Securities, said, "Government
spending keeps increasing on
vaccines and health products
due to rising COVID-19 cases.
INR will be seen in a range of
74.45-75.15 in sessions ahead
with a weak trend for the
rupee." According to Dilip
Parmar, Research Analyst,
HDFC Securities, the rupee
drifted further downward on
Thursday amid domestic
headwinds 

of slower economic recov-
ery due to rising virus cases and
absence of central bank's inter-
vention.

India registered a record

single-day spike of 1,26,789
new COVID-19 cases, pushing
its infection tally to 1,29,28,574,
while the number of active
cases too went upwards to
breach the nine lakh-mark
again, Union Health Ministry
data updated on Thursday
showed.

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the green-
back's strength against a basket
of six currencies, fell 0.06 per
cent to 92.39.Brent crude, the
global oil benchmark, was trad-
ing 0.51 per cent down at USD
62.84 per barrel. On the
domestic equity market front,
the BSE Sensex ended 84.45
points or 0.17 per cent higher
at 49,746.21, while the broad-
er NSE Nifty advanced by
54.75 points or 0.37 per cent to
14,873.80.
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The BSE Sensex gave up
early gains but managed to

close in the green on Thursday
as concerns over rising coron-
avirus infections and resultant
restrictions across the country
kept investors on the edge.

A depreciating trend in
the rupee also weighed on risk
sentiment, traders said.

Rising for the third session
on the trot, the 30-share BSE
benchmark settled 84.45 points
or 0.17 per cent higher at
49,746.21. The broader NSE
Nifty advanced 54.75 points or
0.37 per cent to 14,873.80.

UltraTech Cement was
the top performer among the
Sensex constituents, rallying
4.24 per cent, followed by
Titan, Tech Mahindra, Nestle
India, TCS, Bajaj Finserv and
L&T.

On the other hand,
IndusInd Bank, ONGC, Sun
Pharma, Bajaj Auto, HDFC
Bank and Axis Bank were
among the laggards, slipping up
to 1.07 per cent. 

"Domestic market contin-
ued its optimistic rally sup-
ported by dovish monetary
policy, though it witnessed
consolidation during the sec-
ond half due to selling in bank-
ing stocks.  

"Metal stocks led the sec-
torial rally on a strong outlook
supported by rising steel prices
and production.

Q4 earnings season has
started and the market is
expected to have a stock-cen-
tric rally in the coming days
which has a very broad positive
view," said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services. 
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Amendments made in the
copyright rules would

ensure smooth compliance
through adoption of electron-
ic means as the primary mode
of communication and work-
ing in the Copyright Office, an
official statement said on
Thursday.  

The Government notified
the Copyright (Amendment)
Rules, 2021 in March. 

The amendments have
been introduced with the
objective of bringing the exist-
ing rules in parity with other
relevant legislations, the com-
merce and industry ministry
said.  

"It aims to ensure smooth
and flawless compliance in the
light of technological advance-
ment in the digital era by
adopting electronic means as
the primary mode of commu-

nication and working in the
Copyright Office," it added.  

It further said a new pro-
vision regarding publication
of a copyrights journal has
been incorporated, thereby
eliminating the requirement
of publication in the Official
Gazette. 

In order to encourage
accountability and transparen-
cy, new provisions have been
introduced to deal with the
undistributed royalty amounts
and use of electronic and trace-
able payment methods during
collection and distribution of
royalties.  

"The time limit for the
Central Government to
respond to an application made
before it for registration as a
copyright society is extended to
180 days, so that the application
can be more comprehensively
examined," it added.
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Terming 'baseless' the Delhi
Government's claim that

wheat procurement centres are
not operational in the nation-
al capital, the Centre's Food
Corporation of India (FCI) on
Thursday said buying centres
are fully functional and so far
purchased 15.8 tonnes of wheat
at MSP directly from farmers.

Normally, wheat pro-
curement is undertaken from
three centres in Delhi:
Mayapuri, Narela and APMC
Najafgarh Mandi. Last year,
27.6 tonnes of wheat was pro-
cured from farmers here.

Wheat is a major rabi
(winter-sown) crop. Harvesting

starts from end of March but
picks up pace from April.
Wheat is procured at minimum
support price (MSP).

"It is a baseless allegation by
the Delhi govt that procurement
centres are not operational. The
state govt had requested for
opening of wheat procurement
centres. We accepted their
request and made operational
all three centres from April 1,"
FCI Delhi Region General
Manager Sudhir Kumar told
PTI. Already, 15.8 tonnes of
wheat has been procured so far
and payment has been made to
farmers, he said, adding that the
procurement plan was decided
in consultation with the state
govt.
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Fears of stricter lockdown
amid the second wave of

coronavirus infections may
affect asset quality of retail
loans, thereby impacting the
fund-raising ability of housing
finance and non-banking
finance companies through the
securitisation route, accord-
ing to a report.

Securitisation is the process
of pooling and repackaging
homogenous illiquid financial
assets into marketable securi-

ties that can be sold to
investors.

Securitisation volume,
which stood at �85,000-90,000
crore during the financial year
2020-21, is expected to rise by
40-50 per cent year-on-year in
the current fiscal (2021-22),
Icra Ratings said in a report.

NBFCs and HFCs securi-
tised volume stood at �40,000
crore of their loans assets in the
fourth quarter of fiscal 2020-
21, similar to the correspond-
ing quarter of FY2019-20, it
added.
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India will look to resume
buying crude oil from Iran

the moment US sanctions are
eased, helping it diversify its
import basket, a senior
Government official said.

India stopped importing
oil from Iran in mid-2019 fol-
lowing sanctions on the Persian
Gulf nation by the Trump
administration.

The US and other world
powers are meeting in Vienna
to revive the Iran nuclear deal.

"Once the sanctions are
lifted, we can look to resume oil
imports from Iran," the official,
who did not wish to be identi-
fied, said.
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Coal India on Thursday said
its capital expenditure

(capex) grew more than two-
folds to hit an all-time high of
�13,115 crore in the just con-
cluded fiscal.

CIL's original sanctioned
capex budget was Rs 10,000
crore for FY'21.

"Coal India Ltd (CIL)
more than doubled its capital
expenditure to an unprece-
dented high of � 13,115 crore
in FY'21.... Against the capex of
�6,270 crore in FY'20, the com-
pany clocked 109 per cent
growth amid the Covid slump,"
the company said in a state-
ment.This comes at a time
when the Centre had advised
CPSEs of the country to scale
up their expenditure to boost
the economy.

The entire capital expen-

diture was funded through
internal resources. Capex
growth during all the four
quarters of FY'21 was signifi-
cantly higher compared to pre-
vious year...," CIL said in a
statement.The capex included
procurement of heavy earth
moving machinery at Rs 3,453
crore followed by land at Rs
2,470 crore. "Capex in joint
ventures, in proportion to CIL's
shareholding, like Talcher
Fertilizers Ltd and Hindustan
Urvarak & Rasayan Limited
accounted for �2,194 crore.
CIL's coal evacuation initiatives
which include setting up coal
handling plants, silos and con-
structing sidings accounted for
�1,398 crore. Construction of
rail corridors and railway lines
summed up �1,166 crore, while
the rest was made up by dif-
ferent other heads," the com-
pany said. 
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The Reserve Bank on
Thursday said the first pur-

chase of government securities
worth �25,000 crore under the
G-sec Acquisition Programme
(G-SAP 1.0) will be done on
April 15 with a view to enabling
a stable and orderly evolution
of the yield curve. 

After the Monetary
Policy Committee meeting on
Wednesday, Governor
Shaktikanta Das announced
that the RBI will conduct open
market purchase of govern-
ment securities (G-secs) of Rs
1 lakh crore under the G-SAP
1.0 in the first quarter of this
financial year.

"The first purchase of gov-
ernment securities for an

aggregate amount of Rs 25,000
crore under G-SAP 1.0 will be
conducted on April 15, 2021,"
the central bank said in a state-
ment. 

On April 15, the RBI will
purchase five government secu-
rities of different maturities
amounting to Rs 25,000 crore.
There will be no security-wise
notified amount.  On
Wednesday, the RBI had said it
will put in place a secondary
market government securities
acquisition programme or G-
SAP 1.0 for this fiscal to enable
an orderly evolution of the yield
curve.  The central bank said
the endeavour through the
programme will be to ensure
congenial financial conditions
for the economic recovery to
gain traction. 
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Applying chemical-laden tan
removal creams or lotions might

help your dry and dull skin in the
short run but what about the long
run? It’s a big no! We adopt and do
what serves us in the long run. So,
why not go natural and what better
than buttermilk (chaas)? Here is a
list of skin benefits of buttermilk that
will, by the end of this article, leave
you yearning for a glass of it. And
this time not just for drinking but
for treating your skin to its many
useful properties.

For a glowing skin
Do not picture fair skin. Please

don’t be blinded by vacuous adver-
tisements of fairness creams that
instill an inferiority complex in
your psyche in the name of pamper-
ing oneself. Glowing skin refers to
the skin that is cleansed deeply and
has a natural luster of its own
regardless of the skin tone. As far as
buttermilk is concerned, it is rich in
lactic acid and is a natural pro-biot-
ic too. Lactic acid is found in most
of the beauty products on the mar-
ket. Additionally, being a rich source
of natural astringents, the acidic
properties of buttermilk help tone
your skin to keep it looking clear and
youthful.

Deep cleanser
Just forget all your chemical-

laden cleansers as we have a pock-
et-friendly way to solve this prob-
lem. No points for guessing because
its the good old buttermilk. It works

as an excellent cleanser for the
skin. It is used to cleanse and nour-
ish skin deeply. Its lactic acid con-
tent drives out all the dirt, dust,
grime and muck embedded in the
innermost pores of your skin.
Regular use will give you optimum
skin benefits.

For acne scars  
One of the biggest reasons why

buttermilk is an excellent remedy
against a number of skin problems
is due to the presence of natural
alpha-hydroxy acids or AHAs in it.
This ingredient helps exfoliate and
brighten your skin, boosts circula-
tion and prevents acne by eliminat-
ing the top layer of dead skin.
Regularly using it in your skincare
routine eventually has an effect on
existing scars as well and delivers
absolutely clear and spotless skin.

Say goodbye to sunburns
No matter how much sunscreen

you apply on your face, the threat of

getting burnt or tanned by the sun
always stays. If you stayed out in the
sun for long, grab a glass of butter-
milk and treat your sunburnt skin.
It works to cool, relax and soothe
your skin. In fact, it works wonders
as an anti-tanning agent too. To aug-
ment its efficacy, add a sufficient
quantity of tomato puree to it.

Skin tightener
Mix adequate quantity of butter-

milk into besan (gram flour),
turmeric, sandalwood powder and
egg white (from an egg) and orange
rinds’ powder. Keep it on for at least
15 minutes. Your skin will feel
tightened (naturally, because the
mask is getting dried) but deep
inside, not only is your skin’s radi-
ance being worked upon to be
bright to the forefront but also it is
being tightened. Repeat every alter-
nate day for a month and brace
yourself for a younger you.

(The writer is the fashion and
beauty creator at Trell.)

Even as the automotive
industry recovers from

the worst year in living mem-
ory, there are some very
interesting statistics emerging
from the market. The most
interesting of which is that
one in every three passenger
vehicles sold in India
between April 2020 and
March 2021 was a Sports
Utility Vehicle (SUV). While
small hatchbacks remain the
biggest-selling segment, only
one in ten vehicles sold in the
same time frame was a sedan
— the rise and rise of the
SUV. Keep in mind that an
SUV is a body-style not a
description of functionality,
is remarkable and when
Hyundai came out saying
that they had sold a million
SUVs in the Indian market,
two-thirds of which were
the Creta alone, it was a
telling statement of how the
car market has evolved.

In the 2000s, as the
Indian economy began to
grow, it was the WagonR and
the Santro that defined the
aspirations of the Indian car
buyer. That evolved in the
early-2010s to the sedan or to
be more specific, the initial-
ly quite aesthetically ugly
compact sedan segment, but
as car buyers moved to their
second and third vehicle
purchases, they wanted
something bigger and the
answer to that was the SUV.
Of course, the thinking was
that SUVs are required for
India’s road conditions but
the craze coincided with a
time when India’s urban
roads and highways saw a
dramatic improvement in
overall quality. While one
could dismiss the rise of the

SUV as a function of poor
road quality if it was specif-
ic to India alone, but it is
almost universal across the
world. From China to
Europe, there has been a dra-
matic rise in the popularity
of the SUV and one major
reason for this has been the
advancement of manufactur-
ing technologies.

The old utility vehicle
was a body mounted to a
central frame that provided
the vehicle its structural
integrity, this made utility
vehicles, well, utilitarian and
heavy. The modern SUV is
much more like a passenger
car because it is also of
monocoque construction,
where the body itself pro-
vides the structural integri-
ty of the vehicle. This makes

them a lot cheaper and eas-
ier to construct, and also
weirdly enough, safer. So
much so that the new Land
Rover Defender is a mono-
coque which disproves the
notion that an extreme off-
road vehicle cannot be a
monocoque since that would
twist and turn the body and
damage the vehicle’s structur-
al integrity.

Of course, the average
SUV that buyers look at is
not designed for ‘offroading’.
They are mainly described as
‘softroaders’, able to deal with
broken pavement and bad
roads, thanks to their high-
er ground clearance and do
so with relative comfort,
thanks to softer suspensions.
But, of course, they are not as
engaging to drive as what

makes them adept at dealing
with bad roads means that
they suffer from poorer han-
dling dynamics. However,
carmakers off late are dealing
with that as well with
improved software such as
electronic stability control.

In India, the dynamics
of excise laws designed at an
earlier time led to the rise of
the sub-compact SUV, vehi-
cles that were under four
meters in length, such as
Maruti’s Vitara Brezza and
the extremely successful
Korean twins, the Hyundai
Venue and Kia Sonet. But
the money remains in vehi-
cles around 4.3 meters in
length, after all the aspira-
tions of a small car or even
a small SUV owner are to
buy a bigger car. Hyundai’s

runaway success of the Creta
and the current success of
the Kia Seltos are proof of
that. This is why the Skoda-
Volkswagen group is betting
the house this year on this
segment with the forthcom-
ing Skoda Kushaq and
Volkswagen Taigun.

And now the Indian
market is seeing another
relatively unique segment
emerge, the ‘seven seat’ or
‘three rows’ SUV based on
standard SUVs. This started
with the Hector Plus from
MG Motor, then we had the
Tata Safari based on the
Tata Safari and now there is
the Hyundai Alcazar based
on the Creta. Just like com-
pact sedans were puzzling
when they first came out to
many of us automotive
reviewers, part of me is
intrigued by this segment
because truth be told, the
third row not somewhere
you would want to be for a
long journey. If you really
needed a third row, there is
the Toyota Innova and Kia
Carnival. Personally, I con-
sider these ‘extended length’
SUVs to be cars with extra
luggage space. The fascina-
tion with sunroofs in the
Indian market has made
roof carriers useless, but all
these cars have fully foldable
third rows, allowing more
luggage space and more
legroom in the second row.

Time will tell how this
rather unique to India seg-
ment will do, but if the suc-
cess of the compact sedan is
anything to go by, these
vehicles could rock the mar-
ket. It may not be too long
before every second vehicle
sold in India is an SUV.

Her mom, actress Pooja Bedi, has never really minced
words when it comes to sharing her thoughts.

However, budding actress Alaya F says when it comes to
sharing knowledge and experiences about the industry,
she and her mom have always had positive conversations.

“The one wonderful thing is that she is an extreme-
ly positive person. She focusses on telling me the posi-
tives. If I ask about
it, she will tell me
anything I want to
know. Most of the
c o n v e r s a t i o n s
related to the the
industry have been
positive,” Alaya
says.

She adds that
her mother never
planned to be an
actress. “My moth-
er never intended
to be an actor. It
was never her big
dream to be an
actor. She kind of
fell into it. I don’t
think there were
many heartbreaks
with the industry
when it came to
her,” she says.

M e a n w h i l e ,
the actress, who
was seen in her
f i lm Jawaani
Jaaneman, recently
starred in a music video called Aaj Sajeya. The song has
been written, composed and sung by Goldie Sohel.

“My film released and the world went into lockdown,
so I lost a year at the start of my career, which is okay!
I knew that I wasn’t going to have a release coming out
super soon. When Punit (Malhotra) came to me, I saw
no reason not to do it. I mean Manish Malhotra was doing
my clothes and Micky (Contractor) sir was going to do
my make up and he (Puneet) was directing it. Everyone
else involved was just so wonderful, I was like let’s total-
ly do it,” she says.

Alaya dons the look of a young bride in the music
video. “The concept is fun, young, new, modern bride.
It is funny because when I go to a wedding, instead of
heels, I wear boots or high sneakers as they are more com-
fortable. I related to it on a personal level. I loved the
whole vibe of it. It was something which my character
from Jawaani Jaaneman never got. In the film, I got preg-
nant, but never married. So here I got to get married!”
she says.

The relentless advancements in
technology and digital innova-
tion have propelled a new age in

the retailing industry. Retailing play-
ers are constantly evolving their oper-
ational frameworks as new-age tech-
nological enhancements continue to
redefine the way businesses engage the
market and customers. From product
formulation to designing and retailing,
technology is transforming every
aspect of the retail sector. It is imper-
ative for companies to adopt the latest
technological systems to improve work
productivity and stay at par with
international standards and competi-
tors.

Technology has seemingly revolu-
tionised the way retailing businesses
operate. Earlier, people would spend
hours queuing up at stores and sifting
through a wide array of products. Now
with the advent of various digital
technologies and customers becoming
tech-savvy, brick and mortar retail out-
lets must adapt to the shifting winds
and embrace the technological evolu-
tion. The customers, too, expect no less
from their preferred retailers. While
online shopping is certainly gaining
vast popularity and is fast becoming a

global trend, a considerable percentage
of people still prefer buying goods from
offline retail stores. Albeit, in an inno-
vated avatar. Though the pandemic
acted as a growth catalyst for the online
retail sector, physical retail stores are
also witnessing a brisk rise in football
as things slowly return to normalcy.

Let’s see how technology is fast dis-
rupting the industry with the growth
of state-of-the-art digital retail software,
automated purchasing, electronic
transactions, etc.

POS
A cutting-edge ‘Point of Sale’ sys-

tem enables retailers to speedily view
a vast surfeit of livestock inventory,
commence electronic transactions and
extend digital marketing tools like elec-
tronic receipts to the customer. A POS
system is a must-have for every retail-
er who aspires to impart a new-age
seamless buying experience to cus-
tomers. The latest POS aids in a
smooth and streamlined transaction by
instantly collating consumer data and
showcasing the entire stock of all the
floors. It also allows customers to con-
firm a transaction from anywhere on-
shop and view offerings through hand-

held computers, printers and scanners.
This has substantially boosted overall
customer experience as before, some
people would depart without buying
anything due to long queues at the
counter.

CONTACT-FREE
Technological optimisation in the

retailing sector has also offshoot the
rise of contactless payment mecha-
nisms. These touchless payment mod-
ules utilize RFID or NFC technology
that allows buyers to view or purchase
items directly due to their smart-
phone devices. This tech upgrade has
removed the contingency of pass-
words or PINs and has made the
checkout process way more convenient
and smooth. Accelerated transactions
through advanced POS and contactless
payments naturally translate into
increased sales margin for retailing
companies.

FRIENDLY SHOPS
Remember getting exhausted while

struggling to reach the transactional
counter or not getting the required help
during article selection. Technology
resolves this predicament through the

arrival of customer-friendly self-help
kiosks. These intelligent automated
kiosks have shepherded the onset of IT
technology in the retail industry. They
are highly efficient in enhancing cus-
tomer satisfaction and bringing down
costs simultaneously.

INVENTORY MANAGEMENT
Manual management of retail

inventory has always proven to be a
very expensive and tedious process for
businesses. With the dawn of digitisa-
tion, technology can allow retail keep-
ers to monitor inventory through its
procurement cycle while extending
hands-on data for official perusal.
Managing inventory has become a lot
easier and is costing companies quite
less due to reduced effort and time.
Now, store managers have a better idea
of what consumers demand more and
which goods the store is running
short of. By leveraging technology,
store inventory management has
become more streamlined and the
potential for theft has also reduced.

PRICE AUDIT
Similar to inventory management,

price auditing was also a lengthy and

expensive process for retail companies.
Price auditing is an essential business
aspect for warranting that companies
are not overpricing or underpricing
their customers. Technology has trans-
formed this time-consuming process
via automatic price checks whenever
products are counter-scanned. This
leads to better and accurate pricing,
saves time and increases brand repu-
tation through enhanced customer ser-
vice. The use of price auditing technol-
ogy has proven to be a boon for the
retailing industry.

Technology has been the trans-
forming power for countless industries
that have boomed phenomenally on its
account. It has made business opera-
tions far more agile, nimble, seamless
and precise. It has allowed retailing
companies to service their customers
more effectively through enhanced
innovation and R&D. The pandemic,
too, has further spawned the preference
for contactless payment modes and
digital buying experiences. Retail play-
ers who capitalise on the technologi-
cal surge would surely benefit massive-
ly than those who fail to do so.

(The writer is the Director, Vijay
Sales.)
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The taste of any dish depends a lot
more on how appealing it is for the
eyes. Yes, presentation is that impor-

tant and it is a game-changing element in
the culinary industry. Research at Oxford
University shows that sound could
enhance the sense of taste. By this, it sim-
ply means that chef ’s creative canvas has
monstrous wings which know no bound-
aries to make the dish plate look more
appetizing.

It is believed that a part of us, our
intensity to make others happy by prepar-
ing a meal for them, attention to details,
and the most important ingredient, joy
makes the food taste even more delicious.
Highly detail-oriented chefs would make
the process of cooking a divine experience
for themselves and for the ones who taste
it. Culinary presentation is a journey that
leads chefs towards redefining self-learn-
ing and successfully brings a balance in the
cosmic forces of yin and yang.

CULINARY PRESENTATION IS AN ART
Cooking or rather the feast is incom-

plete without an aesthetic presentation.
World’s famous chefs define presentation
as ‘a cherry on the cake’ and a ‘cloud nine
experience justified’. It is an angelic ritu-
al of the food and culinary industry.
Presentation is both the apple of the chefs’
eyes and nourishes customer’s souls.

In fact, during the lockdown last
year, people tried umpteen dishes and
recipes while they were locked inside their
homes and attempted to plate the dishes
in a visually appealing manner. However,
very few possess a good understanding of
the art of culinary presentation. It won’t be
wrong to say that it is, indeed, an art and
requires creativity and innovation.

Let’s go through various tips and
tricks with reference to the components of
the art of culinary presentation.

MICRO STEP MACRO MAGIC 
You name it and chefs can bring magic

on the plate served to you at high-end
restaurants. They make use of mesmeris-
ing factors like plating, colour, shape and
size of the plate, its texture and visual
appearance with an aim to bring in
curiosity among customers.

Be it a tiny step of presenting a
coconut dessert in the natural coconut
shell, serving authentic South Indian food
on premium banana leaves, or offering
appetizers on the quirky ‘plate on wheels’,
such micro-steps leave a huge impact on
the customers visiting restaurants or on the
guests you are hosting.

DETAILS MATTER 
The flawless formula for converting a

dining experience to a divine experience
is to work endlessly on your craft. In order
to extend the appropriate flavour, you
should have an eye for details as well while
you are preparing a dish. From a delicious
dish, thirst-quenching drinks to toothsome
desserts, there is only one magical element
that brings the ‘x-factor’ to the table and
it’s nothing else than a detail.

The creator is the one who never
underestimates the power of details on the
plate. Perfect choice of plate or glassware,
shape and size, texture and the look, colour,
and placement of the ingredients, and the
right textured garnish to add the best visu-
al appeal, are some of the few ways that can
massively enhance the beauty of the feasts.

The idea is that there should be a bal-
ance between colour and contrast, the
height of the food on the plate, usage of
right ingredients at the right place, visual
appeal, garnishing with a purpose, and a
flavour of sauces as all these elements play
a very important role in extending the right
look, feel and flavorsome taste of the dish.

FOOD CRAFT AND STYLING 
The top-notch chefs of the culinary

industry say that the one who cooks the
food should style it. The role of chefs in
the master kitchen doesn’t end with cook-

ing but styling and presentation are the
core roles and should be executed by them
only.

Food stylists shouldn’t come to the
scene when they haven’t cooked the food
themselves. However, some chefs have con-
trary views on this and they say that food
stylist are the experts and are thoroughly
connected to the industry. They believe
that styling and putting art on the plate is
not possible without understanding the
process of cooking. The food stylist pos-
sesses a deep understanding of the whole
process of cooking as they know how to
assemble the ingredients and present the
meals in the pro way. In such cases, inputs
from both the chef and the stylist can help
in falling the things in the right place on
the plate.

THE CHOICE OF PLATE 
As a matter of fact, the design, shape,

and size of the plate have witnessed a major
uplift in the past few years. We’ve been
watching culinary reality shows on nation-
al and international channels for many
years now and have come across this fact
many times. The crockery industry has
also seen a good pace of growth along with
increasing demands of fascinating serve-
ware and cutlery. High-end restaurants and
chefs do choose and use plates and crock-
ery based on the factors like practicality,
innovation and durability, which portray
the ability of the design and usability.

Various creative manufacturers make
the culinary industry run smoothly by
introducing new designs regularly in the
market. Restaurants and chefs do not look
far and beyond their own country for pro-
curements. Additionally, the hotels and
restaurants also update their crockery fre-
quently to keep abreast with the recent
artsy trends in the culinary space and to

extended high-end contemporary culinary
experiences to the customers. Hence, it’s
a win-win for both parties.

SPICING UP THE TASTE BUDS 
With the spices entering the kitchen and

dishes, it leaves an ever-lasting impression
on the cuisine and the one who is savoring
it. Spices, dried or fresh, for instance, rose-
mary, mint, black pepper, coriander, papri-
ka, oregano, etc enhance the plating and this
is a golden rule of culinary presentation that
can never backfire.

Herbs and spices are lifelines of the culi-
nary industry. If you welcome and treat them
well in the kitchen, they do the magic with
cooking, plating, and yes, your taste buds as
well. Sprinkling spices or herbs around the
rim, and incorporating their leaves or
branches leave customers awestruck. All the
presentation-oriented chefs believe that
different dishes should have their own
unique garnish that will extend a distinct
culinary experience to the customer.

DICED FRUITS AND VEGGIES 
Remember the fresh texture of tiny

diced fruits and carrots in the drinks? They
look lip-smacking, don’t they? Beverages
look all the more appealing to quench the
thirst with twisted ribbons of asparagus and
translucent juicy slices of radish. This is,
indeed, a tasty and unique way of garnish-
ing. Berries, cherries, and cut fruits not only

extend a splash of colour but enhance the
flavour of the food or beverage as well.
Taking care of bursts of colours and texture
when serving juices and cocktails in a trans-
parent glass makes the efforts worth relish-
ing.

SUMMING UP 
In order to extend the sumptuous

experience, all one needs is high-end culi-
nary skills and dedication for aesthetic pre-
sentation. From choosing the right ingredi-
ents to the perfect placement of garnish,
chefs do these tasks round-the-clock.
Conceptualising, combining the sketch
design and executing an idea are a few of
the highly significant elements of the culi-
nary industry. In the past few years, chefs
have given a lot of attention to the presen-
tation and styling of dishes which success-
fully brings about huge respect for the chefs
and the culinary industry on the whole. It
has been recognised and has even gathered
a place as a career prospect and stands as a
promising field for budding chefs across the
globe.

The art of culinary presentation will
continue to reach new heights with innov-
ative and creative ideas entering the culinary
space on a daily basis and will entice the food
story of all the existing and forthcoming
cuisines.

(The writer is the founder of APCA —
Academy of Pastry & Culinary Arts.)
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Kylian Mbappe insisted Paris Saint-
Germain still have it all to do after

he scored twice in a thrilling 3-2 win at
holders Bayern Munich in Wednesday’s
Champions League quarter-final first leg.

Bayern had their 19-match unbeat-
en run in the Champions League ended
in a repeat of last year’s final, as the
German giants suffered their first
European defeat since March 2019.

PSG raced into a 2-0 lead after just
28 minutes behind closed doors at the
Allianz Arena as Neymar created goals
for Mbappe and Marquinhos.

Bayern, whose top scorer Robert
Lewandowski is sidelined by a knee
injury, drew level courtesy of headers by
Eric Maxim Choupo-Moting and
Thomas Mueller.

However, Mbappe showed his class
with a superb second goal to give the vis-
itors an advantage for the return leg in
Paris.

“We used all our chances and had a
bit of luck, but nothing has been decid-
ed,” Mbappe told Sky, with the second leg
to come in Paris on Tuesday.

PSG goalkeeper Keylor Navas played
a key role with a string of saves as Bayern
peppered his goal with 31 shots com-
pared to the French club’s six.

“We have to score a lot more goals,”

said Mueller. “If it had ended 5-3 or 6-3
for us, no one could have complained
based on the chances.”

Bayern coach Hansi Flick, who fin-
ished on the losing side for the first time
in the Champions League, also rued the
number of missed chances.

“With the chances we had, we could
have got a good result despite conceding
three goals,” Flick said.

“We don’t like to lose, but the way the
team played was top.”

This was a record 19th appearance
in the Champions League quarter-finals
for Bayern, but there was little for them
to celebrate at the final whistle.

“Kylian Mbappe made the difference.
It’s a very positive result for us, but every-
thing is still open,” said PSG coach
Maurico Pochettino.

“If we take the performance we
showed today and bring it to the pitch
in Paris, then we'll get the goal chances

again to reach the semifinals. And we
have to be there and to score the things.
That’s our full focus now.” 
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Aclassy goal from Mason Mount on
Wednesday helped Chelsea to a 2-

0 first-leg win over Porto, whose waste-
ful finishing could have scuppered their
hopes of springing another Champions
League upset in the quarter-finals.

Mount’s slick turn and shot in the
first half would have been painful
enough for Porto, who were the better
side for large spells in Seville but repeat-
edly lacked the precision to take advan-
tage.

Instead, their misery was com-
pounded by Ben Chilwell capitalising on
a mistake at the back to score a late sec-
ond that gave Chelsea another away goal
and leaves them on the brink of the
semi-finals.

They were away goals only in name
given both these teams were playing in
the unfamiliar Ramon Sanchez Pizjuan,
where they will meet again next week,
just with the home and away roles
reversed.

“There is a good atmosphere in the
dressing room, we are happy but not too

happy, excited but not too excited,” said
Chelsea’s coach Thomas Tuchel. “We
have to have a top mentality and a top
performance next Tuesday.”

Mount’s goal makes him Chelsea’s
youngest ever scorer in the Champions
League at 22 years and 87 days old while
Chilwell’s second meant the club boast-
ed two English scorers in a Champions
League game for the first time since
2012.
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In a historic first for India, four
sailors from the country will

compete at this year’s Olympics
after Vishnu Saravanan and the
pair of Ganapathy Chengappa and
Varun Thakkar made the cut for
Tokyo at the Asian Qualifiers in
Oman on Thursday.

This was after Nethra
Kumanan on Wednesday became
the first Indian woman sailor to
qualify for the Olympics in the
laser radial event in the Mussanah
Open Championship, which is an
Asian Olympic qualifying event.

It is also the first time that
India will compete in three sailing
events in the Olympics.

So far, India had competed in
only one event in all the earlier
Olympics though two sailors rep-
resented the country on four occa-
sions.

“Yes, history has been script-
ed. Four Indian sailors have qual-
ified for Olympics to compete in
three events. It’s the maximum
number of sailors qualified and
also in number of events,” Yachting

Association of India joint secretary
general Capt Jitendra Dixit said.

Tomasz Januszewski, the
Indian sailing coach, said it was a
result of “years of hard work by
sailors, their parents and coaches.

“Sincere congratulations to
our champions for creating this
historic day and taking Indian sail-
ing to a whole new level,” he said

from Oman.
“I personally hope that it is the

start of a new era in Indian sailing.
Sailors and the community behind
them are amazing. It is time for
them to become recognised and
start shining, locally and interna-
tionally,” Januszewski added.

On Thursday, Saravanan was
the first to qualify for the Tokyo

Games in Laser Standard Class
after finishing second in the over-
all standings.

Later, the duo of Chengappa
and Thakkar finished on top of the
points table in the 49er Class. The
two had won a Bronze medal in
the 2018 Asian Games in
Indonesia.

Two sailors make a team in the
49er Class while Laser class is a
single sailor event.

Also, two sailors qualify for
Tokyo Olympics from Laser class
events while only one team can do
so in the 49er class.

Saravanan was third till the
penultimate day on Wednesday
but won the medal race on
Thursday to jump to second place
overall with 53 points and book a
Tokyo Olympics quota.

The Indian pipped Thailand’s
Keerati Bualong (57 points), who
was second till Wednesday, for the
Tokyo Games spot.

While Kumanan finished sixth
in the Laser radial class medal race
on Thursday but still ended at sec-
ond overall with 30 points to con-
firm the Olympics spot.
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Rohit Sharma ended the jinx of win-
ning IPL trophies in odd years after
he won record-extending fifth title

with Mumbai Indians in 2020 edition,
which was held in United Arab Emirates
because of Covid-19 pandemic.

And now in 2021, he will aim to make
it three in a row when the 14th season of
the cash-rich league starts on Friday with
his team taking on Virat Kohli’s Royal
Challengers Bangalore in the season’s
opener at MA Chidambaram Stadium in
Chennai.

This time there will be no home
advantage for any side as the entire 60
match tournament will be played in neu-
tral venues and that too without fans.

The 2021 season will be special in its
own way as Mumbai will aim to become
the first side to complete hat-trick of IPL
titles, Chennai under talismanic Mahendra
Singh Dhoni seems ready to pull off a fresh
trick after a forgetful season last year,
where they finished second from the bot-
tom.

Indian skipper Virat Kohli’s under-
achievers Royal Challengers Bangalore will
hope to change fortunes and step closer to
first-ever title and so does renamed
Punjab Kings will aim for. Under new
name, KL Rahul’s side will be the one to
watch out for.

While for the likes of Sanju Samson
(Rajasthan Royals) and Rishabh Pant
(Delhi Capitals), it will be an entirely new
experience to lead their respestive sides for
the first time. 

But both Rajasthan Royals and Delhi
Capitals suffer a major jolt even before the
start, when England pacer Jofra Archer
(Royals) and Indian batsman Shreyas
Iyer (Capitals) were ruled out of the
entire tournament due to injury problems.

Also there is Sunrisers Hyderabad and
Kolkata Knight Riders in the fray, which
under foreign skippers David Warner
and Eoin Morgan will look to add more
titles.

If one looks at the bigger picture, the
14th edition of IPL assumes greater signif-
icance as it is being held in a T20 World
Cup year and that too in the sub-continent.

If Kohli will keep a ‘Hawk Eye’ on the
performances of his probable list of play-
ers, it won’t be any different for an Eoin
Morgan or a Kieron Pollard, who would
also be preparing for the mega-event while
giving it their all for their respective fran-

chises.
Mumbai Indians, perhaps in the near

two decade existence of T20 cricket, is a
side that will be remembered for its aura.

If Rohit fails, then Quinton de Kock
will certainly succeed. If both fail, Surya
Kumar Yadav and Ishan Kishan could scare
the daylights out of the
opposition.

And if the top-order
is blown away, then the
indomitable Pandya
brothers (Hardik and
Krunal) will be on the
rivals’ case.

On the outfield,
Kieron Pollard will save
those extra runs apart
from the trademark big
hits always expected of
him and also bring in
the change of pace suit-
ed for the Chennai
track.

Then there’s Jasprit
Bumrah, ready to lead
the MI attack. And to
support him there is
Trent Boult, with his swing, and Rahul
Chahar, with his googlies.

Mumbai Indians can only lose on their
bad days and on good days, they are going
to be a nightmare as England captain
Michael Vaughan has already warned.

Rohit’s opposite number is the nation-
al captain, who is ready to open once again
but the squad composition of RCB does-
n’t inspire the highest confidence.

Glenn Maxwell has again been picked
for big money and New Zealand’s Kyle

Jamieson has been made an overnight
multi-millionaire by the franchise despite
him being untested on Indian dust-bowls.

Devdutt Padikkal will be in his second
season with teams analysing him way
more and Yuzvendra Chahal seems to
have lost his mojo.

M o h a m m e d
Siraj and Navdeep
Saini do not
inspire the highest
confidence in in
white ball cricket
at least despite
their gutsy perfor-
mances in
Australia early this
year.

Amid all this,
Dhoni will be qui-
etly smiling and
may be planning
differently as it will
be a placid
Wankhede where
CSK will be play-
ing Delhi Capitals

on Saturday.
The return of seasoned Suresh Raina,

which opens up an option to play Imran
Tahir in most games, and the presence of
Moeen Ali and Sam Curran as floating all-
rounders gives CSK a better look than last
time.

Dhoni’s faith in uncapped Krishnappa
Gowtham also needs a bit of validation.

As Dhoni brings on his years of IPL
leadership experience, his ardent “fan” and
“disciple” Rishabh Pant is ready to chart
his own destiny as a Delhi Capitals leader

while taking inspiration from his illustri-
ous senior’s captaincy.

Pant 2.0 after his Gabba heroics is the
most confident man in Indian cricket cur-
rently and with a batting line-up that has
Shikhar Dhawan, Prithvi Shaw, Marcus
Stoinis, Shimron Hetmyer along with the
experience of Steve Smith and Ajinkya
Rahane, Capitals would like to finish one
better than last time.

Kagiso Rababda and Anrich Nortje’s
contribution will be as important as
Ravichandran Ashwin, Amit Mishra and
Axar Patel’s bowling.

Sunrisers Hyderabad is one of the
most low profile teams which has been
known for on-field exploits. A superb
assortment of foreign players comprising
the prolific David Warner in batting and
world’s best T20 bowler Rashid Khan
along with Kane Williamson, Jason
Holder, Jonny Bairstow and Jason Roy
makes them a contender.

Kolkata Knight Riders would expect
that Andre Russell gets his six-hitting
prowess back while Varun Chakravarthy
is more than a one-season wonder.

Eoin Morgan, the best white ball
International skipper on view, would
look for a settled batting order while
praying that Sunil Narine isn’t again
called for a suspect action.

For Punjab Kings, the owners
would hope that change in the name
brings about a change in luck but
a lot would depend on skipper KL
Rahul’s performance.

He wouldn’t mind another
Orange Cap while Mohammed
Shami would like to make a roaring

comeback in
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
cricket.  Chris
Gayle, in between, is
sure to provide enter-
tainment.

For Rajasthan Royals,
the absence of Jofra Archer
first up will certainly rob
them off initial momentum
and with another wobbly
Indian line-up under an incon-
sistent Sanju Samson at the
helm, the heavy-lifting is going
to be done by Ben Stokes, Jos
Buttler and Chris Morris.
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Piyush Chawla’s skill-set will not
only help Mumbai Indians in the

pressure situation in this year’s IPL
but his immense experience will also
be useful in mentoring the young
spinners in the squad, the defend-
ing champions said on Thursday.

Mumbai Indians strengthened
their spin department with adding
32-year-old Chawla to the squad at
the most recent auction.

“I have played with Piyush

since U-19 days. And I know, he is
a very attacking bowler, which is
something that we wanted in our
spin bowling department,” Rohit,
who has led MI to record five titles,
said in a video posted on side’s offi-
cial Twitter handle.

Mumbai Indians Director of
Cricket Operations  Zaheer Khan
said that Chawla’s experience will
also help young Rahul Chahar.

“We value his experience very
highly. We have Rahul Chahar also
in the team, who is an upcoming,

young talent.
The experi-
ence of Piyush
Chawla is surely
going to help him
as well,” said Zaheer.

"Piyush Chawla is
not only going to bring his
game or skill sets to the
team, but also his wealth of
experience. He has been in
pressure situations (and) he
has a bigger role to play,”
added Zaheer.
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