
�����������	�
���
�
��
��������

�
� ���
���������������	��
����
�������
���������������������	������

���������������	�������������	
�	�������������������������
���������������������	������
������������������ �����	�!�

���������
��



������������
������������	������

�����������������	�
������
"�������������������������
������#��
������	������

�����������$�����%�"���������
����!�
�������"�		�������
���������� ���	�&'!�

�����
�������������	�

����������������

� 
���������������
()�������		��
�������������������
���
��������� ��	�������*�����
+��������������,�����������
�����������"�����		�����������
�����������	�-�		��������������
�����������������.�	���
�������������.�����(��������
����������������������������
,�/�$��������	������!

�������

����� 0�,���%
)

On a day Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and TMC

supremo Mamata Banerjee
traded charges on the Cooch
Behar killing, the  Election
Commission (EC) on Monday
imposed a 24-hour campaign-
ing ban on the West Bengal
Chief Minister for her “highly
insinuating” and “provocative
remarks” that the poll regulat-
ing body described as having
“serious potential” to lead to a
breakdown of law and order
during elections.

As per the order issued by
the EC, the ban will come into
effect from 8 pm on April 12,
and continue till 8 pm on
April 13. The action was taken
by the polling body after
Mamata was found “violating
the Model Code of Conduct
(MCC)” for appealing to the
voters on communal lines.  

Condemning Mamata’s
statements made during poll
rallies on April 7 and 8, the EC
advised her to desist from

using such statements in pub-
lic while model code of con-
duct is in force.

The EC noted that the
TMC chief made “highly insin-
uating and provocative remarks
laden with serious potential of
breakdown of law and order
and thereby adversely affecting
the election process.”

The EC said, “In fact, it is
a matter of deep regret that a
media narrative was sought to
be weaved hour after hour to
misguide the biggest stake-
holder which is the voters by a
candidate who also happens to
be the CM of the State. At least
this should have been appreci-
ated that the sideshow was
fraught with immense poten-
tial to have adverse impact on
law and order across West

Bengal and may be some other
States. And all this was being
done when the election process
was/is on. There could not
have been a greater misde-
meanour,” it said.

Lashing out at the EC
order, Mamata said she would
stage a dharna in the city on
Tuesday in protest. The TMC
questioned why only Mamata
has been punished and BJP
leaders left off hook.

Meanwhile, Modi launched
a fierce broadside against
Mamata. “Didi has been insti-
gating her workers against the
Central forces. Do not do this.
Didi o didi, if you want to take
out your anger, abuse me. But
don’t insult Bengal’s dignity and
tradition,” he said.  

Continued on Page 2
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Amid horror stories of dead
bodies piling up in hospi-

tals and Covid treatment cen-
tres running out of beds and
ventilators, India’s Covid-19
count grew by over 1.6 lakh,
going past the US and Brazil
combined. India now has the
second-highest number of
cases in the world with the total
crossing 1.36 crore, behind the
US which has reported 3 crore
cases so far.

On Sunday, India’s daily
count of 1.68 lakh cases was
higher than the combined tally
of the USA (47, 874 cases) and
Brazil (37,537).

However, on Monday the
cases dipped mainly due to
lower testing on Sunday.
Maharashtra reported a major
decline, reporting around
51,751 cases, nearly 11,000 less
than the previous day’s tally.

However, the situation in
Delhi and neighbouring Uttar
Pradesh remained grim, with
the national Capital reporting
11,491 cases and UP recording
13,604 cases.

While Gujarat reported
6,021 new cases, 2,854 recov-
eries and 55 deaths in the last
24 hours, Rajasthan reported
5,771 new cases, 1,291 recov-
eries and 25 deaths during the
same period.

India’s cases are also dou-
bling and tripling at an alarm-
ing speed. From 8,579 cases on

February 1, it has taken just ten
weeks for the country to see a
20-time spike in the daily num-
ber of cases, a record of sorts
across the world.

Meanwhile, on the second
day of countrywide Tika Utsav
(vaccination festival), India’s
Covid-19 vaccination coverage
went past the 10.50 crore mark
on Monday. Eight States
account for 60.13 per cent of
the total doses given so far in
the country, according to the
Union Health Ministry data.
The first day of Tika Utsav on
Sunday saw the administration
of 30 lakh vaccination doses at
63,800 Covid Vaccination
Centres across the country.

Continued on Page 2
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The Centre told the Delhi
High Court on Monday

that the Nizamuddin Markaz
mosque can be made opera-
tional for devotees to offer
prayers during the month of
Ramzan which is expected to
begin from April 14.

The submission was made
before Justice Mukta Gupta by
the Central Government dur-
ing the hearing of a plea by the
Waqf Board seeking opening of
the Nizamuddin Markaz where
the Tablighi Jamaat congrega-
tion was held amid the Covid-
19 pandemic and was locked
since March 31 last year.

On March 24, the Centre
had said 50 persons chosen by
the Waqf board can be allowed
to pray at the mosque during the
“shab-e-barat” holiday.
Advocate Rajat Nair, appearing
for the Centre, told the court on
Monday that offering of prayers
at the mosque during Ramzan
should be subject to the guide-
lines issued by the Delhi
Disaster Management Authority
with regard to social distancing
and other Covid precautions.

Continued on Page 2
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Close on the heels of it pro-
moting all the State board

students from Classes I to 8 to
the next without any examina-
tion, the Maharashtra
Government on Monday post-
poned the board examinations
of Classes 10 and 12 in view of
the worsening Covid-19 situa-
tion in the State.

Announcing this,
Maharashtra Education
Minister Varsha Gaikwad
tweeted, “Given the current
#Covid-19 situation in
Maharashtra, we’ve postponed
State board exams for Class 10
& 12. The present circum-
stances are not conducive for
holding exams. Your health is
our priority”.

Varsha said keeping in
mind the schedule of entrance
exams for professional courses,
Class 12 exams will be held by
end of May, while Class 10
exams will be in June. “We’re
closely monitoring the health
situation. Fresh dates for these
exams will be announced
accordingly,” she said.

Continued on Page 2
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The Ministry of Civil
Aviation (MoCA) on

Monday banned meal services
on flights with less than two
hours of travel duration to
minimise the risk of Covid-19
infection. The norm will come
into effect from April 15. 

However, there are no
restrictions on serving meals
on international flights as of
now. Airlines are permitted to
serve only pre-packed snacks,
meals, and pre-packed bever-
ages on flights that have dura-
tion of more than two hours.

“The airline operating
flights on domestic sectors
may provide meal services
onboard, wherein the flight
duration is two hours or
more...” MoCA’s Joint Secretary
Usha Padhee said in an office
memorandum on Monday,
which marked to the

Directorate of Civil Aviation.
“Crew shall wear a fresh set of
gloves for each meal/beverage
service,” it added.

The decision was taken
amid fears that passengers tak-
ing off masks to eat may lead
to the spread of the virus.
While in-flight meals can’t be
avoided on medium or long
hauls, the restriction has 
been imposed on domestic
flights of up to two hours
duration for now. 

Continued on Page 2
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Spooked by the grim Covid-
19 scenario and slashing

down of India’s growth outlook
by multiple rating agencies,
investors on Monday went for
heavy selling of equity in bank-
ing, finance, and auto counters,
triggering a huge collapse
which saw Sensex crashing by
over 1,707 points.

In more bad news on the
economic front, India’s retail
inflation rose to a four-month
high of 5.52 per cent in March
as food prices soared, accord-
ing to the Government data
released on Monday. The con-
sumer price index (CPI)-based
inflation was 5.03 per cent in
the previous month (February
2021) and was 5.91 per cent in
the same month last year
(March 2020).

Food inflation accelerated
to 4.94 per cent in March, as
compared to 3.87 per cent in
February. Inflation in “fuel and
light” category remained ele-
vated at 4.50 per cent during
March compared to 3.53 per
cent in February.

At the same time, the Index
of Industrial Production (IIP)
contracted 3.6 per cent for
February 2021, showed data
released by the Ministry of

Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI).

The industrial output con-
tracted by 1.6 per cent in the
previous month (January 2021)
and expanded to 4.5 per cent in
February 2020.

The manufacturing sector
output contracted by 3.7 per
cent in February, while the
mining output declined by 5.5
per cent. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Monday termed as

“absolutely frivolous” a petition
filed by former UP Shia Waqf
Board chairman Waseem Rizvi
seeking the removal of 26 vers-
es from the holy Quran and
dismissed it with a cost of
�50,000. 

A Bench of Justices RF
Nariman BR Gavai and
Hrishikesh Roy rejected the
petition in which Rizvi alleged
that these 26 verses of Quran
promoted terrorism.  

In his plea, Rizvi has stated
that Islam is based on the con-
cepts of equity, equality, for-
giveness and tolerance but due
to extreme interpretations of the
said verses of the holy book, the
religion has been drifting away
from the basic tenets.  

The plea of Rizvi has
drawn massive backlash with
several Muslim outfits and
Islamic clerics. 

Last month, an FIR was
registered in Bareilly against
Rizvi for allegedly hurting reli-
gious sentiments of Muslims
with his petition in the top
court. 

����� 
 �)�, �

More than 31 lakh devotees from
different parts of the country

reached Haridwar on Monday to take
a holy dip in the river Ganga at vari-
ous ghats in the city on the occasion of
Somvati Amavasya.

It is the second Shahi Snan of Maha
Kumbh which is being organised here
after 12 years.

While Har Ki Pauri, considered the
holiest of the ghats, was reserved
exclusively for the Akhadas from 7 am
onwards, common people also took the
holy dip on the other ghats of the
Ganga, revered by millions as a god-
dess.

The seers of different Akhadas, led
by their Mahamandaleshwaras, took

out grand Shobha Yatras through the
main thoroughfare of the pilgrimage
city to gather at Brahma Kund.

As per the sequence set by the
Akhil Bharatiya Akhada Parishad
(ABAP), Sadhus of the Niranjani
Akhada reached Har Ki Pauri first for
the holy dip. They were also accom-
panied by members of the Anand
Akhada. 

The last king of Nepal, Gyanendra
Bir Bikram Shah too took a holy dip
along with Sadhus of the Niranjani
Akhada. This was followed by the Juna
Akhada along with Sadhus of the Agni
and Ahwahan Akhadas who were also
accompanied by members of the
Kinnar Akhada. This was followed by
the Juna Akhada along with Sadhus of
the Agni and Ahwahan Akhadas who
were also accompanied by members of
the Kinnar Akhada.

The procession of the Akhadas was
directed via the highway to Har Ki
Pauri amidst tight security. Being
Covid positive, the ABAP head
Narendra Giri was unable to attend the
Shahi Snan. Due to implementation of
the Covid standard operating proce-

dures (SOPs), the number of devotees
was less compared to past Kumbhs
where such occasions would attract
around 1 crore devotees.

Marching barefoot to their desti-
nation with many of them not wearing
masks or observing social distancing,
the seers took a dip in the river as they
were showered with flower petals from
helicopters flying above on behalf of the
Uttarakhand Government. 

Meanwhile, the authorities had
directed the vehicles to various park-
ings from where 262 shuttle buses were
operated. 

At the ghats, the police acted on the
principle of ‘Teen Dubki-Ek Snan’
(three dips- one bath) in order to man-
age the crowds of devotees. At the same
time, challans were issued to about 83
people for not following the Covid
guidelines in the Mela area. 

Till 3 pm the authorities had con-
ducted 9,678 Covid tests on arriving
devotees at the Haridwar border with
26 of these coming out positive. At the
same time, 2,758 people and 357 vehi-
cles were turned back in absence of
Covid test reports.
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As the country grapples
with surging Covid-19

cases and vaccine shortage, a
panel of experts has recom-
mended Russia’s Covid vaccine
Sputnik V for use in India with
certain conditions. 

If approved by the regula-
tor, Drug Controller General
of India (DCGI), this will be
the third vaccine to be used in
India after Serum Institute of
India’s Covishield — devel-
oped by Oxford-AstraZeneca
— and Bharat Biotech’s
Covaxin.

Sources in the
Government said that the
Subject Expert Committee
(SEC) of the DCGI on
Monday took up the applica-
tion of Dr Reddy’s
Laboratories seeking emer-

gency use authorisation for
Sputnik V.

The DCGI will take a
final call on the recommen-
dation. The vaccine would be
imported from Russia for
emergency use in the country,
the sources said.

The DCGI has already
given the emergency use
authorisation for two Covid19
vaccines — Covaxin of Bharat
Biotech and Covishield of
Oxford-AstraZeneca manu-
factured by Serum Institute of
India in Pune.

Continued on Page 2
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Lucknow: UP Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath directed offi-
cials to be on their toes to con-
trol the exponential spread of
Covid-19 across the State. The
CM made it clear that neither
his Government will impose
another lockdown nor let the
people die in misery.

%� �&�'��(���)���	
��
�����������	�
�	���	���	����)��	�*Chandigarh: The Haryana

Government on Monday
imposed night curfew on the
State amid a surge in coron-
avirus cases. “Night curfew
between 9 pm and 5 am will be
imposed from tonight and will
remain in force till further
orders,” Haryana Health
Minister Anil Vij said.
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New Delhi: 14 hospitals in the
national Capital will be con-
verted in Covid-19 facilities.
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Monday had
directed officials to convert
some Government and pri-
vate hospitals into dedicated
Covid-19 facilities to cope with
the alarming rise in the Covid
cases.
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In some relief to the health
authorities in the worst pan-

demic-hit state of Maharashtra,
the number of Covid-19 infec-
tions dropped by more than
11,500 cases on Monday, while
the daily Coronavirus deaths
also came down by 91.

A day after the state logged
an all-time high of 63,294
infections and 349 deaths, the
number of new cases came
down to 51,751, while the daily
deaths dropped to 258. The
drop in the number of infec-
tions is being seen as a fallout
of the effective implementation
of Covid-19 restrictions across
the state.

With 51,751 fresh cases, the

total infections climbed from
3,40,7245 to 3,45,8996 Similarly,
with 258 new deaths, the total
Covid-19 toll rose from 57,987
to 58,245. As 52,312 patients
were discharged from the hos-
pitals across the state after full
recovery, the total number of
people discharged from the
hospitals since the second week
of March last year went up to
28,34,473. The recovery rate in
the state  for the first time in
several days increased from
81.65 per cent to 8.94 per cent.

Similarly, the number of
“active cases” total cases in the
state dropped from   5,65,587
to 5,64,746 cases. The fatality
rate in the state dropped from
1.70 per cent to 1.68 per cent.

With 43 fresh deaths, the

Covid-19 toll in Mumbai rose
from 12,023 to 12066,  while
the infected cases went up by
6893to trigger a jump in the
infections from 5,20,498 to
5,27,391.              

While Pune accounted for
a maximum 1,10,000  “active
cases” in the state, Mumbai
stood second with 89,125
active cases, followed by Thane
(75,683), Nagpur (59,756),
Nashik (37,760), Aurangabad
(15542), Ahmednagar
(13,107), Nanded (11,427),
Bhandara (11362), Jalgaon
(10694), Latur (10,456)
Buldhana (8193), Parbhani
(7824), Beed (7472),
Nandurbar (7181),
Chandrapur (6331) and
Gondia (5263).
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Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu and Prime Minister

Narendra Modi will interact
with Governors of various
states on April 14 on the
COVID-19 situation, sources
said on Monday.

It would be the first meet-
ing of this kind during the pan-
demic and has been convened
amid the Centre looking to
push for stronger adherence to
the pandemic protocols among
citizens across the 
country.

The development comes
days after Modi in a virtual

meeting with chief ministers
had called for the involvement
of governors in handling the
pandemic and also of person-
alities from different fields to
push compliance with COVID-
appropriate behaviour and pan-
demic management guidelines,
including for providing vacci-
nation to eligible people.

The meeting comes amid
a surge in COVID-10 cases
across the country. India hit a
new coronavirus infection
record with 1,68,912 cases,
taking the total tally of cases to
1,35,27,717, according to the
health ministry data updated
on Monday. 
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Of the 306 candidates con-
testing in the sixth phase

of the West Bengal Assembly
polls, 28 per cent have declared
criminal cases against them-
selves, according to a report by
poll rights group Association
for Democratic Reforms
(ADR).

The West Bengal Election
Watch and the ADR have
analysed the self-sworn affi-
davits of all the 306 candidates
in 43 constituencies, who are
contesting in the sixth phase of
the West Bengal polls to be held
on April 22.

"Of the 306 candidates, 87
(28 per cent) have declared
criminal cases and 71 (23 per
cent) have declared serious
criminal cases against them-
selves," the ADR said.

Among the major par-
ties, 14 of the 23 (61 per cent)
candidates from the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist), 25 of the 43 (58 per
cent) candidates from the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
24 of the 43 (56 per cent) can-
didates from the Trinamool
Congress (TMC) and five of
the 12 (42 per cent) Congress

candidates have declared
criminal cases against them-
selves in their affidavits.

Twelve of the 23 (52 per
cent) CPI(M) candidates, 20
of the 43 (47 per cent) BJP
candidates, 20 of the 43 (47
per cent) TMC candidates
and four of the 12 (33 per
cent) Congress candidates
analysed have declared serious
criminal cases against them-
selves.

The report further said 19
candidates have declared cases
related to crime against
women.

"Of the 19, one has
declared cases related to rape
(IPC section 376)," it said.

The report further said
five candidates have declared
cases related to murder (IPC
section 302) and 22 have
declared cases related to
attempt to murder (IPC section
307) against themselves.

Twelve of the 43 con-
stituencies that will go to polls
in the sixth phase are "red-alert"
constituencies. 

"Red-alert" constituencies
are those where three or more
candidates have declared crim-
inal cases against themselves.

Of the 306 candidates, 66

(22 per cent) are crorepatis, the
report said.

Twenty-eight of the 43 (65
per cent) TMC candidates, 19
of the 43 (44 per cent) BJP can-
didates, two of the 12 (25 per
cent) Congress candidates and
four of the 23 (17 per cent)
CPI(M) candidates analysed
have declared assets valued at
more than Rs one crore.

The report also said 129
(42 per cent) candidates have
declared their educational qual-
ification to be between the 5th
and 12th standards, while 165
(54 per cent) have declared an
educational qualification of
graduate or above. Four can-
didates are diploma holders,
seven are just literate while one
is illiterate.

Eighty-five (28 per cent)
candidates have declared their
age to be between 25 and 40
years, while 162 (53 per cent)
have declared their age to be
between 41 and 60 years. There
are 59 (19 per cent) candidates
who have declared their age to
be between 61 and 80 years.

The report said 27 (nine
per cent) female candidates
are contesting in the sixth
phase of the West Bengal
Assembly polls.
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Lucknow: Retired judge
Surendra Kumar Yadav, who
gave the verdict in the high-
profile Babri mosque demoli-
tion case, took oath as an 'up-
lokayukta in Uttar Pradesh on
Monday.

"Yadav was appointed as
third 'up-lokayukta' by the
Governor on April 6. On
Monday, Yadav was adminis-
tered oath by Lokayukta Sanjay
Mishra in the presence of other
senior officers," an official
statement said here.

The anti-corruption
watchdog comprises the
Lokayukta and three 'up-
lokayuktas'.

As a judge of special CBI
court, Yadav gave the verdict in
the Babri mosque demolition
case on Sep 30, 2020, acquitting
all the accused including BJP
veterans LK Advani, MM Joshi,
Uma Bharti and Kalyan Singh.

The Lokayukta is from a
non-political background and
functions as a statutory author-
ity probing into cases primar-
ily related to corruption, gov-
ernment mismanagement, or
abuse of power by public ser-
vants or ministers. PTI

Erode (TN):Two children, who
ran away from their house
here as they were not allowed
by their grandfather to step out
for fear of contracting coron-
avirus, were traced within 12
hours, police said on Monday.

The boy (7) and his sister
(12) - children of working par-
ents packed their clothes and
left home on Saturday after-
noon. They ran away while the
father and mother were at
work, the police said.

The two said they were
orphans in search of jobs in petty
shops and tea stalls, they said.

After walking three-and-a-
half kilometres, they went to an
old woman's house and asked
her food.

She gave them food and
the two remained there and
slept, the police said.

Meanwhile, the parents of
the two, after returning from
work, found them missing and
sought police help.

With the help of CCTV
footage and enquiry, the police
traced the children to the aged
woman's house on Sunday and
handed over the boy and girl to
their parents. PTI
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The Nagpur Bench of
Bombay High Court on

Monday asked the
Maharashtra Government to
consider setting up a unit or
plant for production of oxy-
gen at Nagpur for Covid-19
patients.

A division Bench of
Justices Z A Haq and A B
Borkar was hearing a public
interest litigation taken up suo
motu (on its own) last year on
the availability of medicines
and Remdivisir injections in
Nagpur amid the COVID-19
pandemic.

"We are taking up this
matter urgently now looking
at the situation prevailing
today and we are trying to
find out solutions with the
help of different authorities,"
the court said.

Advocate S P Bhandarkar,
appointed by the court for
assistance, raised the issue of
shortage of oxygen cylinders
which was refuted by the
Nagpur unit  of  the 
state 's  Food and 
Drugs Administration 
(FDA).

New Delhi:The Supreme Court
Monday asked the Centre and
others to reply to a plea seek-
ing directions to establish a
welfare board for transgen-
ders and to appoint a commit-
tee to promptly probe reports
of their alleged gross abuse by
the police.

A Bench headed by Chief
Justice S A Bobde agreed to
hear the plea filed by a
Mumbai-based organisation
which has said that transgen-
ders should be treated with the
same dignity and respect as
others while claiming that they
have suffered discrimination
for ages and are deprived of
social and cultural participa-
tion.

"We are issuing notice,"
said the bench, also comprising
Justices A S Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian.

During the hearing con-
ducted through video-confer-
encing, advocate C R Jaya
Sukin, who appeared for the
petitioner, said that it is a sen-
sitive matter and the welfare
board for transgenders was
needed to address their social
welfare issues. PTI

Indore:The Madhya Pradesh
High Court's Indore Bench on
Monday ordered the release of a
23-year-old woman, arrested in
connection with an illicit liquor
case, on bail to enable her to take
care of her eight-month-old son
who is currently hospitalised.

The High Court especial-
ly sat on a holiday to hear the
bail plea of the woman.

While hearing the case,
Justice Sujoy Paul of the Indore
bench directed to release
Khushi Yadav immediately
from a local jail on the bail of
Rs 30,000 and a surety of the
equal amount.

"Considering the fact that
applicant has a small child, who
is already hospitalised, without
expressing any conclusive opin-
ion on the merits of the case, I
deem it proper to enlarge the
applicant on bail. Accordingly,
the bail application is allowed,"
Justice Paul noted.
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From page 1
“Airlines are permitted to

serve only pre-packed snacks,
meals and pre-packed bever-
ages on flights that have a
duration of more than two
hours, subject to the conditions
include that in all classes, tray
set up, plates and cutlery will be
completely disposable with no
re-use, or cleaned and disin-
fected rotables will be used;
Used disposable trays/crock-
ery’s /cutleries shall not be
used; In all classes, tea/cof-
fee/alcoholic and non-alco-
holic beverage services will be
in disposable cans/contain-
ers/bottles glasses and there will
be no pouring service. The ser-
vicing of in-flight meals must
be staggered among the adja-
cent seats as far as possible,” it
added. The Ministry asked air-
lines to inform passengers
before the start of catering ser-
vices by way of passenger
announcements.

The Ministry noted that
currently three strains of the

SARS-CoV-2, which causes
the coronavirus disease, cur-
rently in circulation in India
have been detected in various
countries. “All three variants of
the UK, South Africa and
Brazil have demonstrated
increased transmissibility, as
reported by the World Health
Organization. Meanwhile in
India, the number of Covid-19
cases are increasing,” it said.

India has overtaken Brazil
to become the second-most
affected country globally in
terms of Covid cases, after the
USA. India’s overall tally
reached 1.35 crore, surpassing
Brazil’s 1.34 crore cases.  

When scheduled domestic
flights were resumed on May
25 after coronavirus lockdown
last year, the Ministry had
allowed the airlines to serve in-
flight meals under certain con-
ditions. Meanwhile, the surge
in cases has prompted Air
India to opt for 100 per cent
pre-flight testing for crew oper-
ating nonstops to US, UK,
Canada and Australia. Air
India has also started post-
flight testing for crew on flights
from UAE, UK and Europe.

From page 1
Nair also told the court

that the names of the office-
bearers and other staff who
will be running, managing
and dealing with the day-to-
day operational issues of the
mosque be given to the Station
House Officer (SHO) con-
cerned and these persons
would be permitted to be pre-
sent there throughout the day
during the holy month.

Senior advocate Ramesh
Gupta and Nair also told the
court that a joint inspection
would be carried out on
Monday itself by the SHO of
police station Hazrat
Nizamuddin and the office
bearers of the mosque.

They said the inspection
would be carried out in the
presence of advocate Wajeeh

Shafiq, the lawyer for the Waqf
board, and a member of the
Board — Himal Akhtar.

“The exercise of measur-
ing the area of the mosque
where the devotees can offer
namaz five times in the day,
will be carried out today itself
and as per the guidelines
issued by the DDMA, keeping
the distances required to be
maintained, blocks will be
made at the place where the
prayer mats can be put for the
devotees to offer namaz,” they
told the court.

They also said CCTV
cameras would be installed on
Tuesday to ensure safety and
security of the premises and
the persons coming there to
offer prayers.

Taking note of these sub-
missions, the court listed the
matter for further hearing on
Tuesday.

The board, in its plea, has

contended that even after
unlock-1 guidelines permitted
religious places outside con-
tainment zones to be opened,
the markaz — comprising the
Masjid Bangley Wali, Madarsa
Kashif-ul-uloom and attached
hostel -- continues to be
locked up.

It has further contended
that even if the premises was
part of any criminal investi-
gation or trial, keeping it
“under lock as an out of bound
area” was a “primitive method”
of enquiry process.

An FIR has been regis-
tered under the Epidemic
Diseases Act, the Disaster
Management Act, Foreigners
Act and various provisions of
the penal code in connection
with the Tablighi Jamaat event
held at the markaz and the
subsequent stay of foreigners
there during the Covid-19
lockdown.

From page 1
In September last year, Dr

Reddy’s partnered with the
Russian Direct Investment
Fund (RDIF) to conduct clin-
ical trials of Sputnik V and for
its distribution rights in India.

Sputnik V uses two differ-
ent disarmed strains of the ade-
novirus, a virus that causes the
common cold, as vectors to
deliver the vaccine dose. It is
91.6% effective against symp-

tomatic Covid-19 in the inter-
im analysis of phase 3 clinical
trial, which included data on
19,866 volunteers in Russia.

Following record increase
in Covid cases and in view of
the shortage of two vaccines-
Covishield and Covaxin which
are being administered present-
ly under the nationwide vacci-
nation programme, health
experts had been asking the
Government to give approval
to other shots as well to meet
the vaccine need in the coun-
try.

Recently, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had exhorted
the States to ramp up the vac-
cination drive against the dead-
ly COVID-19 infection by
launching the four-day “Tika
Utsav” (vaccination festival)
that kicked off on Sunday. PM
Modi in his meeting with Chief
Ministers and representatives of
all States and Union Territories
(UTs) had said that India
should focus on mass-scale
vaccination and micro-con-
tainment zones to control the
spread of the pandemic.

From page 1
Meanwhile, the power gen-

eration grew by 0.1 per cent in
February.

The stock market remained
in the grips of bears through-
out the day. In fact , Sensex
plunged by over 1,700 points
before it recovered marginally
to settle 1,375.27 points or
4.61 per cent lower at
28,440.32. Similarly, the NSE
Nifty fell 379.15 points, or 4.38
percent, to close at 8,281.10.

Bajaj Finance was the top
laggard in the Sensex pack,
tanking nearly 12 per cent, fol-
lowed by HDFC, Tata Steel,
HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank,
Kotak Mahindra Bank and
Maruti, which shed up to 10.92
per cent.

Only six Sensex con-
stituents ended in the green, led
by Tech Mahindra (4.94 per-
cent), Nestle (4.49 percent),
Axis Bank (2.50 percent) and
HUL (2.19 percent).

News agency PTI quoted
Narendra Solanki, Head-
Equity Research
(Fundamental), Anand Rathi,
as saying, “Indian markets
started the week on a negative
note tracking volatile global
cues in Asian markets as coro-
navirus-fuelled volatility
gripped global equities and
other financial markets, with

oil prices seen plunging,” Fitch
Solutions slashed its estimate
for India’s GDP growth in the
fiscal starting April 1 to 4.6 per
cent due to weaker private
consumption and contraction
in investment amid the coron-
avirus outbreak, costing
economies around the globe.

India Ratings and Research
too revised its FY21 GDP
growth forecast down to 3.6
percent from 5.5 percent.

The International
Monetary Fund (IMF) had on
Friday said the world has
entered a recession as bad or
worse than in 2009.

“As expected, the markets
have set aside the stimulus
measures announced by the
RBI and the Government, and
focused on the rising virus
infections and its impact on the
Indian economy.

“With a global recession
already declared by the IMF,
the recessionary forces and the
general uncertainty are forcing
investors, especially the FIIs, to
redeem their investments. CPI
for Industrial workers is due
tomorrow, although it is unlike-
ly to have an effect in the cur-
rent market scenario,” said
Vinod Nair, Head of Research
at Geojit Financial 
Services.

BSE realty, finance, bankex,
auto and telecom indices tum-
bled up to 7.01 per cent, while
healthcare and FMCG ended
with gains.

From page 1
“Bengal won’t tolerate your arro-

gance, tolabaaz, cut money syndicate
because people want ‘asol poribartan’
(real change),” he said adding “Didi
has been talking about Khela Hobey
but the truth is Khela for her is Shesh
(ended)… on May 2 Didi Jacchhe
(going),” said the PM. 

Lapping up a proverbial “full
toss” delivery during election times
proffered by one of Mamata
Banerjee’s lieutenants Sujata Mondal
Khan who reportedly equated the
State’s dalits with beggars, the Prime
Minister said “Didi’s nominees abuse
Bengal’s dalit people calling them
beggars… Nobody thought that such
words would be said in Bengal and
by someone so close to the Chief

Minister,” wondering why Banerjee
would not apologise for the statement
given by one of her lieutenants.

The Prime Minister on Monday
held rallies in Nadia and North 24
Parganas districts both of which have
overwhelming SC population. In an
interview, Sujata Mondal had alleged
attacked the SC community saying that,
“the SCs here (in Bengal) are beggars
by nature. Even after getting so much
of service from Mamata Banerjee, they
are selling their votes to the BJP.”
Incidentally the speaker herself is
come from the same community.Once
again using the “Didi-o-Didi” dig that
has been objected to by the TMC lead-
ers as base he asked “is calling anyone
Didi o Didi wrong or humiliating …
it is giving honour to someone … I
have seen in the WhatsApp how little
children are using the same Didi o Didi

lines these days…”
Saying that the Chief Minister

had been “bowled out” from the day
elections started from Nandigram,
the Prime Minister said the Chief
Minister had betrayed the people of
Bengal after she came to power with
the slogan Maa-Maati Manush
(motherly mother land and human
beings).He said the voters of Bengal
had hit so many fours and sixes that
BJP had already completed a centu-
ry (of seats) in the first 4 phases of
Assembly polls. “They have wiped
out the Trinamool in half the match
(aadhe mein poora saaf),” he said.

“She ruled Bengal in the name of
Maa Maati Manush for 10 years …
and she has done such a mess that
now instead of listing her success she
is only using the name of Modi,
Modi, Modi,” he said.

From page 1
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At least 72 people suc-
cumbed to the Covid-19

with fresh 11,491 coronavirus
cases recorded in the national
capital, the health department
of the Delhi Government said
on Monday.

The positivity rate stands
at 12.44 per cent. The 11491
new infections pushed the tally
to 736688, while 687238
patients have recovered from
the virus. The active cases
reached to 38095 on Monday,
according to the health bulletin
issued by the health depart-
ment.

As per the bulletin, the
number of people under home
isolation rose to 19354. A total
of 92397 tests, including 65564
RT-PCR tests and 26833 Rapid
Antigen Test conducted a day
ago, the bulletin said.

The containment zones
rose to 6175 on Monday, it
said. At least 74397 people
were vaccinated in the last 24
hours.

Amid a rise in coronavirus
cases, Additional Chief
Secretary (Power)/ Nodal offi-
cer (COVID) chaired a meet-
ing through video conferenc-
ing to review the status of
COVID-19 and progress in
COVID-19 vaccination. Delhi
Chief Secretary chaired a meet-
ing to review deaths due to
COVID-19.
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Cumulative vaccinations at
South Delhi Municipal

Corporation (SDMC) ‘Covid
Vaccination Centres’ have
crossed 1.03 lakh mark till
Monday afternoon

A senior SDMC official
said that the civic agency has
been observing ‘Tika Utsav’
from April 11 to April 14

during which awareness drive
is being conducted to encour-
age more and more eligible
people for Covid-19 vaccina-
tion.

The officials said that out
of total vaccination, 24,729
people vaccinated in the last
five days (from April 7 to April
11) at these centers set up by
the civic body.

“Till April 12 (afternoon),

a total of 37,518 people above
the age of 60 years have got the
vaccine and a total 36,363
people above the age between
45 and 60 years have got the
vaccine. At least 23,513 front
line workers and 6,210 health
care workers have been vacci-
nated till the same period,” he
added.

A total of 2,343 people
have got shot at  PSMS

Hospital Kalkaji during the
five days period while 1,307
people vaccinated at MCW
Janakpuri during the same
period. 1,030 people have
been vaccinated at MCW
Badarpur in the last five days
and 1,011 people have been
vaccinated at Tilak Nagar
Colony Hospital in the last
five days, according to data
shared by SDMC.

Meanwhile, in order to
ensure proper sanitization of
houses where cases of Covid-
19 are being reported, SDMC
has decided to sanitize such
houses.

All the district health offi-
cers have been directed to
sanitize the houses of Covid
positive cases for effective
control of Covid spread, it
said.

Leader of House Narendra
Chawla said that the civic
agency is committed to con-
tain the spread of Corona
hence it has decided to inten-
sify sanitization drive with
immediate effect. “The move
will also help in ensuring san-
itization of the houses where
cases are being detected and
will protect their neighbours,”
he added.
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Amid the sharp surge of
Covid-19 cases in the

Capital, the health department
of the Delhi Government
declared 14 big private hospi-
tals as fully Covid care centres
on Monday.

The decision to convert
hospitals into Covid-19 treat-
ment centres came after Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
chaired an emergency meeting
in view of Covid -19 situation
in the Capital.

As per Directorate General
of Health Services, Delhi
Government, the occupancy of
beds has crossed more than 87
percent in 57 out of 115 private
hospitals and has reached
almost 100 percent almost in
large private hospitals. The
occupancy of Covid wards
beds crossed more than 85 per-
cent in 32 out of 115 private
hospitals and has reached 100
percent in large private hospi-
tals.

Those hospitals which are
declared as fully Covid hospi-
tals include Indraprastha
Apollo Hospital, Sir Ganga
Ram Hospital, Holy Family
Hospital, Maharaja Agarsen
Hospital (Punjabi Bagh), Max
Hospital (Shalimar Bagh),
Fortis Hospital (Shalimar
Bagh), Venkateshwar Hospital,
Sri Balaji Action Medical
Institute, Jaipur Golden
Hospital, Mata Chanan Devi
Hospital, Pushpawati Singhania
Research Institute, Manipal
Hospital and Saroj Super
Specialty Hospital.

In order to augment the
bed capacity for Covid -19

patients in view of unprece-
dented surge of Covid cases in
past few days, 14 private hos-
pitals are declared as full Covid
hospitals and are directed that
henceforth these will not admit
any non-Covid patients till
further order,” an order issued
by the Delhi government stat-
ed.

The Chief Minister also
urged the people of Delhi to
cooperate with the
Government in checking the
spread of the infection and
urged the people to follow
Covid protocols, to not rush to
the hospitals unnecessarily and
ensure that they get vaccinat-
ed.

Taking to twitter, he urged
the people of Delhi to cooper-
ate with the Government in
checking the spread of the
infection and urged the people
to follow Covid protocols, to
not rush to the hospitals
unnecessarily and ensure that
they get vaccinated.

Health Minister Satyendar
Jain, Chief Secretary,
Additional Chief Secretary,
Principal Health Secretary,
Health Secretary, and other
health officials were present in
the meeting. In the meeting,
the officials apprised the CM
regarding the number of beds
available in all the govern-
ment and private hospitals in
Delhi.
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The Delhi Government has
written to the Centre to

again scale up Covid beds in
its hospitals run by it in the
national Capital amid surge in
coronavirus cases.

“We have requested the
Centre to increase Covid beds
in Central Government hos-
pitals. Currently, 1,090 Covid
beds are available at Central
Government hospitals, which
were more than 4,000 in
November 2020,”  Delhi
Health Minister Satyendar
Jain asserted.

Jain while responding to
a question about the avail-
ability of beds in temporary
COVID care centres said
“There are 5,525 beds in
Delhi government’s COVID
care centre, wherein 190 beds
are occupied. This accounts
for only two per cent of the
total beds while rests are still
available.”

While talking about the
COVID bed increment, Jain
said, “We are consistently
expanding the number of
COVID beds. We have added
nearly 5,000 beds in the last
week and 50 per cent beds are
still available. The numbers of
COVID beds are being fur-
ther increased.”

The health minister fur-
ther said that  1,14,288

COVID-19 tests were con-
ducted in the last 24 hours.
He appealed to people to stay
at home and move out only
when needed. The Minister
reiterated that it was absolute-
ly necessary to wear a mask
when stepping out of the
house, which would help fight
COVID.

Jain further said that the
government had increased
nearly 5,000 beds in the last
week and 50 per cent beds are
available with the numbers
being further escalated. He
added that around two per
cent of  beds in Delhi
Government’s COVID-19
care centres are occupied
while the rest are vacant.

On the issue of rising

COVID-19 cases in Delhi,
Jain said, “Delhi recorded
10,774 positive cases with a
positivity rate of 9.43 per
cent. In the last 24 hours, we
have conducted 1,14,288
COVID-19 tests. As per
reports, COVID cases have
increased exponentially both
in India as  well  as  in 
Delhi.”

Talking about the number
of ventilators in hospitals,
Jain said, “There are only
two types of beds -- ICU beds
and normal ward beds. A
year ago, the issue of the
number of ventilators was
huge. Now, we have HFNO,
Bi-Pap and high-flow oxygen,
which are equally good as
ventilators..
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Delhi Environment
Minister, Gopal Rai, on

Monday held a digital round
table conference with experts
focussed upon formulating
measures to reduce the air
pollution in Delhi.

The roundtable meeting is
for two days and the theme is
"Measures to be taken to reduce
air pollution in Delhi before
winter 2021". During the con-
ference, Rai said that the Delhi
government does not wish to
wait till September when the air
pollution increases in Delhi;
with the help of the experts, we
want to create a long-term
action plan to combat air pol-
lution throughout the year.

He said that based on the
suggestions received from
experts and organizations, the
Delhi government will formu-
late a long-term action plan to
tackle pollution.

He said that under the
leadership of Chief Minister
Shri Arvind Kejriwal, the Delhi
government has taken several
steps to combat air pollution
wherein various reports have
found significant improvement
in Delhi’s air quality, but the
government does not want to
be satisfied with this much, and
wants more improvement.

Rai said, "The Delhi gov-
ernment has taken up many
initiatives to curb air pollution
in the state, particularly dust
pollution and continues to try
and come up with new schemes
for the same. Since last October
the government has been
undertaking regular cam-
paigns. The government has
undertaken many schemes to
control vehicular pollution in
the state including the electri-
cal vehicles policy, increasing
the number of public transport
facilities particularly buses,
campaigns like the red light on
car off, bio-decomposer exper-
iment to curb pollution com-
ing from outside, banning
energy-producing centres in
Delhi that emitted pollution,
and those that used harmful
fuels have been asked to shift
to natural gas, tree transplan-
tation policy has been fol-
lowed to increase green cover
in the city, transplanting foreign

kikar with indigenous plant
species has also been under-
taken and a committee has
been formed to monitor the
same."

He said, "We now want
your assistance in this process
that has been initiated, because
talking about environmental
pollution during the winter
months, starting from October
when the AQI is severe, is not
a solution. We need to initiate
action throughout the year.
We are, in the next few days,
going to come up with an
action plan to further better the
AQI of Delhi. We want the con-
cern of the AQI and solutions
to it to take the shape of a mass
movement where the people of
Delhi are involved. No one
knows when the pandemic
will continue to rage, therefore
it isn't feasible for us to wait for
so long."

Rai said, "We will have to
parallely run environmental
programmes to ensure that
the AQI does not deteriorate
any further. We want your
suggestions, your feedback to
create a positive, effective and
popular environment plan for
the city. We will continue this
discussion tomorrow as well
and move ahead in our agen-
da to create a sustainable and
effective action plan."

He said, "I am very thank-
ful to all for making the sug-
gestions and presenting the
ideas at this round table con-
ference. I would request you all
to submit these presentations to
us so that we can study these
matters thoroughly and for-
mulate a long-term action plan
to combat the air pollution of
Delhi."

Anumita Roy Chowdhury,
executive director, research
and advocacy, Centre for sci-
ence and environment, Dr
Mukesh Sharma of IIT Kanpur,
Gufran Beig of Indian Institute
Of Tropical Meteorology,
Deepak Agarwal of IL and FS,
Partha Basu of the environ-
mental defence fund, Siddharth
Virmani of energy policy
Institute at the University of
Chicago, Brikesh Singh of
Clean Your Collective and
Akshima Ghare from Rocky
Mountain Institute participat-
ed in the conference.
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The CBI has called former
Maharashtra Home

Minister Anil Deshmukh for
questioning on Wednesday in
connection with a preliminary
inquiry into probe allegations
of corruption levelled against
him by former Mumbai Police
commissioner Param Bir Singh
and suspended police officer
Sachin Waze.

On Sunday, the agency
had grilled two Personal
Assistants—Sanjeev Palande
and Kundan— in connection
with the ongoing PE for over
eight hours. Two drivers of
Waze were grilled on Sunday.  

Waze, an Assistant Police
Inspector, is also an accused in
the NIA case relating to inves-
tigation of parking of an explo-
sive-laden SUV outside indus-
trialist Mukesh Ambani’s resi-
dence in Mumbai.

The CBI notice, calling
Deshmukh to join its probe
team in Mumbai, was issued on
Monday morning, a day after
grilling of his two aides Sanjeev

Palande and Kundan, sources
said.

The CBI is conducting a
preliminary inquiry into the
allegations against Deshmukh
levelled by Singh after he was
removed from the coveted post
of Mumbai Police
Commissioner.

Singh’s allegations are said
to have been corroborated by
Waze before the CBI probe
team. Waze is in the custody of
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) which is prob-
ing the SUV bomb scare case,
the sources said.

Last week, the Bombay
High Court had directed the
CBI to conduct a preliminary
inquiry into the allegations
levelled by Singh against
Deshmukh and submit a report
within 15 days. 

In a letter addressed to
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray, Singh had

alleged that Deshmukh had
asked Waze to allegedly extort
over �100 crore a month from
nearly 1,700 bars and restau-
rants in Mumbai.

The High Court’s order
came in response to a petition
from Singh seeking a CBI
probe in the matter.

The CBI team of officers
from the agency’s headquarters
here was sent to Mumbai to
conduct the preliminary
inquiry.

Till now, the agency has
questioned Waze, Singh,
Palande, Kundan, two drivers
of Waze as also other officers
of the Mumbai Police as of the
inquiry.

According to the High
Court directives, the CBI can
take further action like regis-
tering a Regular Case (FIR)
after the PE suggests prima
facie substance in the corrup-
tion allegations in the matter.
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The ongoing tension at the
Line of Actual

Control(LAC) in Ladakh and
the situation at the Line of
Control(LOC) in Jammu and
Kashmir will figure prominent-
ly during the three-day IAF
Commanders’ conference here
starting Thursday.

The top brass will review
operational readiness to meet
any threat from China in the
backdrop of the continuing fric-
tion points at the LAC in Eastern
Ladakh. Given the always pre-
sent threat of a two-front war
simultaneously with China and
Pakistan, the IAF commanders
are likely to draw their future
strategies in the three-day meet.
It will be first bi-annual conclave
of the IAF brass this year and
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
will inaugurate it.

Besides these operational
issues, the commanders will
also review the ongoing mod-
ernisation plans of the IAF.
With the induction of Rafale
fighter jets from France going as
per schedule, the commanders
are likely to focus to their atten-
tion on manufacturing 110
multi-role aircraft within the
country.

This strategic partnership
project is worth over ten billion

dollars and several top aerospace
giants are vying for the contract.
The IAF desperately needs more
modern aircraft as its squadron
strength is fast depleting. 

Against the sanctioned
strength of 42 squadrons(one
squadron has 18-20 jets), the
IAF now has only 30-odd
squadrons. Moreover, some the
fighter jets are in the final stages
of their operational life and will
have to replaced quickly to sus-
tain operational readiness.

Officials said the conference
of apex level leadership is aimed
at addressing the issues of IAF’s
operational capabilities in the
times to come.  A series of dis-
cussions would be conducted
over a period of three days to
address strategies and policies
related to capabilities that would
give IAF a significant edge over
its adversaries.  Various welfare
and Human Resource measures
to improve HR and adminis-
trative efficiency will also be dis-
cussed. 

The Commanders’
Conference is a bi-annual con-
ference held at Subroto Hall, Air
Headquarters, Vayu Bhawan.
The Conference provides a
forum to the senior leadership
of the IAF to discuss critical
issues pertaining to Operations,
Maintenance and
Administration. 
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The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on

Monday said several parts of the
country are likely to receive
rainfall in the next five days due
to different cyclonic circula-
tions.

According to the National
Weather Forecasting Centre of
the IMD, under the influence of
trough and cyclonic circulations
over the south peninsula, scat-
tered to fairly widespread rain-
fall with a thunderstorm, light-
ning and gusty winds of 30-40
kilometres per hour are very
likely over southwest peninsu-
lar India in the next five days.

The IMD said isolated
heavy rainfall is also likely over

south and ghat areas of Tamil
Nadu, Kerala and Mahe, coastal
and south interior Karnataka
during April 14-16. Another
cyclonic circulation lies over
southwest Madhya Pradesh and
neighbouring areas.

Under its influence, isolat-
ed rainfall with thunderstorm,
lightning and gusty winds (30-
40 kmph) is very likely over
Madhya Pradesh, Vidarbha,
Telangana, Chhattisgarh,
Gangetic West Bengal and
Odisha during next 4-5 days
and over Jharkhand during
next 24 hours.

The IMD said a fresh
active western disturbance is
very likely to affect the west-
ern Himalayan region during
April 14-17 and adjoining

plains during April 15-17. It is
very likely to cause scattered to
fairly widespread rainfall with
a thunderstorm, lightning and
gusty winds (30-40 kmph)
during April 14-17 over the
western Himalayan region,
and light, isolated to scattered
rainfall with a thunderstorm,
lightning and gusty winds (30-
40 kmph) over adjoining
plains during April 15-17.

Isolated hailstorms are
also likely over Jammu,
Kashmir, Ladakh, Gilgit-
Baltistan and Muzaffarabad
and Himachal Pradesh on
April  14-16.
Thunderstorm/dust storms at
isolated places are also likely
over west Rajasthan on April
14 and 15, it added.
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Citing the recent trespass
of US Navy ships into

Lakshadweep region, CPI
on Monday said that India
must withdraw from Quad

alliance. The Communist
party also blamed Modi
Government for weak stand
on US’  ar rogance .
“Communist Party of India
express es  i t s  
serious concern about the

American Seventh Fleet 
warship’s blatant intrusion
into  India’s  Exc lus ive
Economic  Z one  (EEZ)
waters  of f  the coast  of
L a k s h a d w e e p
violating international law

and the sovereignty of our 
country. 

“Moreover, the arrogant
statement of the Seventh
Flee t  exp os es  i t s  
intentions not to respect the
long-s t anding  India’s  
maritime claims. 

At the same time the
response of the Indian gov-
er nment  i s  ver y  we a k .  

It shows once again in
t he  name  of  
strengthening its role in the
Indo-Pacific, it became a
junior partner to the US
and serving the American 
interests in Indo-Pacific by
joining the Quad alliance,”
CPI National Secretariat in
a statement. 

Communist  Party  of
India strongly demands that
to  s afeguard  our  
sovereignty and self-respect
it should come out from the
Quad alliance, added the 
statement,  urging Modi
Government to maintain
India’s sovereignty and self
respect.
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Though India produces as
much as two times the

amount of calories that it
consumes, unfortunately,
many in the country are still
malnourished, mainly because
of a lack of nutritional aware-
ness across sections in the
society.

Now, to  spread the mes-

sage of the need for a nutri-
tionally balanced diet and to
help make people understand
the importance of access to all
local fruits and vegetables,
Union Minister of Science
and Technology Dr Harsh
Vardhan will launch a mission
called ‘Aahaar Kranti’.

“There is a need for a
nutritionally balanced diet
also in the context of the cur-
rent Covid-19 pandemic. A
healthy body would be able to
handle the infection much
better with greater immunity
and higher resilience,” said a
statement from the Science
and Technology Ministry.

Vijnana Bharati (Vibha)
and Global Indian Scientists’
and Technocrats’  Forum
(GIST) have come together to
conceptualize the mission
with the motto of Uttam
Aahaar Uttam Vichaar
(`Good Diet-Good
Cognition’).

The United Nations has
also declared 2021 as the
International Year of Fruits
and Vegetables, which vibes
very well with Aahaar Kranti.
Fruits and vegetables make a
large part of a balanced diet.
Further, UN sustainable goal
# 3 that emphasises on human
well-being reads, “Ensure
healthy lives and promote
well-being for all at all ages.”
This goal too makes Aahaar

Kranti more meaningful. Diet
and well-being are insepara-
ble partners,” said the state-
ment.

India has the unique
advantage of having the
knowledge of Ayurveda. It is
time to also apply this rich
knowledge of Ayurveda-based
nutrition to practice. The
movement will work on this
too.

The movement proposes
to address the current situa-
tion of hunger in abundance
by working to rouse the peo-
ple to the values of India’s tra-
ditional diet, to the healing
powers of local fruits and
vegetables, and to the miracles
of a balanced diet. It will
renew the focus on nutrition-
ally balanced diets replete in
locally sourced fruits and veg-
etables.

The programme will focus
on training teachers, who, in
turn, will pass on the message
to the multitudes of students,
and through them to their
families and finally the soci-
ety at large, said the statement.
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Amid a massive surge in the
Covid-19 cases in the

country once again, Congress
president Sonia Gandhi on
Monday wrote to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi high-
lighting certain issues and sug-
gested some points to take
into consideration to curb the
spread of virus.

The ruling BJP, however,
accused the grand old party for
“lobbying” for a particular phar-
maceutical company. 

Sonia, in her letter which
comes after her virtual meeting
with the Chief Ministers of
Congress-ruled States, under-
lined three issues for PM’s con-
sideration and appropriate
action.

“I have had a detailed inter-
action with the Chief Ministers
of States ruled by the Congress
Party and Ministers from States
where the Congress is in alliance
Governments, to take stock of
the most disturbing Covid-19
situation,” Sonia said in her let-
ter.

Speaking on vaccinations,
she said, “Vaccines are our fore-
most hope. Sadly, most of the
states, are left with a stock of just
3 to 5 days. While it will be nec-
essary on one hand to substan-
tially ramp up our domestic
production capacity. It will also
be prudent to allow emergency
use authorities of all the vaccine
candidates that have the
required clearances without any
further delay.” 

BJP’s national general sec-
retary BL Santosh countered the
calls for approval to all vaccines
and said, “Sputnik V had been
approved for emergency use in
India after bridge study by Dr

Reddy’s. All who are advocating
approval to Pfizer without
bridge studies in India as part of
a lobby should understand that
Indian lives also matter and you
cannot bully the Narendra Modi
Government.”

Sonia in her letter to PM
also sought expansion of vacci-
nation based on need and expo-
sure rather than age and GST
exemption for life-saving drugs
and equipment. 

“The numbers allocated to
a state has to be based on the
prevalence and projection of
infection in that particular state.
All instruments, medicines and
infrastructure required to deal
with COVID 19 should be
made completely exempt from
GST. Even ventilators, oximeters
and oxygen cylinders presently
attract GST as do key life-sav-
ing drugs like Remdesivir and
Dexamethazone,” the Congress
chief mentioned said.

Sonia also batted for a min-
imum income guarantee
scheme saying as states imposed
curfews, economic activity
would be hit hard impacting the
poor and daily wagers the most. 

“I appeal to you to put into
place the much-needed scheme
of minimum monthly guaran-
teed income in place and trans-
fer an amount of Rs 6.000 in
every eligible citizen’s account,”
she said.

Earlier in the day former
party chief Rahul Gandhi led
the party’s “Speak up for vac-
cines” social media campaign
asking the PM to “stop events,
stop exports of vaccines and give
vaccines to everyone in need.”
He also said the PM had said
COVID would be controlled in
18 days. “It has been 385 days,”
he said.
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Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu on Monday called

for ending every form of gen-
der discrimination in the soci-
ety and to ensure equal rights
to women in every field of
activity.

Releasing a
Commemorative Postage
Stamp in memory of the for-
mer chief of the Brahma
Kumaris, Rajyogini Dadi Janki,
Naidu praised the Brahma
Kumaris for being a women led
organisation. He said that this
worldwide movement has been
an exemplary champion of
empowerment and indepen-
dence of women, demonstrat-
ing the fact that spiritual attain-
ments transcend gender-based
distinction.

Referring to Gargi and
Maitreyi - two renowned
women scholars of Vedic times,

Naidu said that India has a rich
history of women leaders in
every field. Mentioning that the
divine feminine was wor-
shipped in the form of ‘Shakti’
in ancient India, he called for
reversing the decline in the val-
ues as reflected in widespread
discrimination against women
in society.

Stressing that spirituality is
the basis of all religions, Naidu
said that only spiritual knowl-
edge can ensure true peace,
unity and harmony in the
world. Observing that today’s
individualistic lifestyle has
increased the possibility of
conflict with one’s social or nat-
ural environment, the Vice
President said that spirituality
unites an individual with his
social and natural environ-
ment. When such harmony
exists, one can contribute pos-
itively to society and the world,
he said.
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The CBI on Monday arrest-
ed an Assistant Sanitary

Inspector and a temporary staff
of Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) in a bribery case
and recovered �38 lakh cash
from another Sanitary
Inspector during searches.

A case was registered
against an Assistant Sanitary
Inspector, MCD, Kishanganj,
City SP Zone, New Delhi, Om
Pal and was arrested in the case.

The complainant working
as temporary staff of MCD
since 1998 has alleged that the
MCD officials used to take the
ATM cards of temporary staff
and pay only part of their
salary to them, officials said.

It was further alleged that
the complainant’s ATM card
was with him and he did not

want to give it to MCD officials.
The complainant has also
alleged that he was, therefore,
neither deployed for duty for
the last six months nor paid any
salary, the agency said. 

The Assistant Sanitary
Inspector was allegedly
demanding a bribe of �8,000
from deploying him on duty.
Accordingly, the first instal-
ment of a bribe of �4,000 was
allegedly negotiated, it said.

The CBI laid a trap and
caught the Assistant Sanitary
Inspector and a temporary
staff of MCD, Delhi while
demanding and accepting the
said bribe amount from the
complainant. During the search
at the office of the accused, sev-
eral incriminating documents
including blank signed cheques
and ATM cards were recovered. 
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Kerala’s political landscape  was in for a
jolt late on Sunday evening as PC

George — MLA and head of the faction of
a Kerala Congress — owing allegiance to the
Catholic Church demanded that India be
declared a Hindu Republic at the earliest.

“The rulers should understand that the
minorities would be able to live here with
a sense of security only if India is declared
a Hindu Nation. I am speaking this know-
ing fully well what would be the impact of
my words,” said George (70), who represents
Poonjar Assembly constituency and has
been a seven-term member of Kerala
Legislative Assembly.

George is seeking re-election from
Poonjar for a record eighth time as an inde-
pendent sans the support of no major play-
ers like the CPI(M), the Congress and the
BJP. He was in the news recently when
cadres belonging to extremist Islamic orga-
nizations disrupted his campaign meetings.

What made George to demand the
authorities to declare India as a Hindu
nation was the increasing number of Love
Jihad incidents (wooing of non-Muslim girls
by Muslim youth with the promise of mar-
rying them only to dump them later in
countries like Syria and Iraq as sex slaves).
There were reports and surveys by NGOs
like Christian Association for Social Action
that found more than 2,000 Christian girls
from Kerala ending up as victims of Love
Jihad along with Hindu girls.

“The Supreme Court said that there was
no Love Jihad in India. But I am sure and
certain that there is Love Jihad happening
all over India. That’s why I said that the

Supreme Court was wrong in its observa-
tion and assessment. The only way to save
India from this predicament is to declare the
country as a Hindu Republic,” said George,
a devote Catholic.

Addressing a public meeting at
Thodupuzha, the senior legislator who
wages a one-man army battle against cor-
ruption, said he has no complaints against
the Muslim religion. But there are some
misguided elements in the community
who is out to disintegrate India and they are
spoiling the reputation and good name of
Islam. They have to be isolated and exposed
to save all,” said George.

Kevin Peter , who heads the Christian
Association for Social Action (CASA), an
umbrella organisation for the entire
Christian sects in the country said the
demand by George has to be  noted seri-
ously. “It is the indifference of the Congress-
led UDF and the CPI(M) led LDF towards
the genuine grievances of the Christian
community that made George come out
with a demand like it. 

Though the Christian community is
also a minority like the Muslims, the latter
is allocated 80 per cent of the funds meant
for minority welfare while the Christians
have to content with just 20 per cent of the
funds. This is nothing but gross injustice,”
said Peter.

The CASA leader said that though the
community representatives have been alert-
ing the  unprecedented increase in the num-
ber of Christian girls ending up as victims
to the evil designs of Love Jihadis, no action
has been taken by either of the fronts. “It
was not CASA or P C George who alerted
the nation about Love Jihad. 
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The girl (Pushplata), whom her fam-
ily had assumed that she had die

anywhere, is unaccounted for the charge
of stealing a child and is in the prison
here for the past two years. However, the
mentally weak, married Pushpalata had
revealed her maiden address to the
police at the time of her arrest. 

But the police could not verify that
address and sent her to jail and made a
report. Now the family of the girl has
been discovered by the effort of the
Secretary of the District Legal Services
Authority. The jail authorities have
made the girl talk to her father and
preparations to meet him soon. The spe-
cial thing is that due to the treatment
given by the jail administration, now her
health is also quite fine.

Pushpalata, daughter of Durgesh
Prasad, resident of Bihar was married to
Raviranjan of Jharkhand. After mar-
riage, Pushpalata and Raviranjan came
to Delhi. The couple had a daughter Pari,
who is four years old. According to
Raviranjan, when Pushpalata became
pregnant again, she suffered mental ill-
ness and disappeared from Delhi in June
2019, 15 days before delivery.  On the
morning of 28 July 2019, while stealing
and carrying away a 6-year-old child
Kabir, the people handed over Pushplata
to police at Sasni Gate Bihari Nagar. At
that time she was considered pregnant
and mentally weak. The police sent her
to jail in the case of child theft attempt.
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Consequent to the direction by
the Kerala High Court's

directive on Monday to  hold 
the biennial election to the Rajya
Sabha from the Kerala Legislative
Assembly before May 2, the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) fixed April 30 as the date
of polling to elect the three mem-
bers to the Upper House from 
the State.

The ECI had announced ear-
lier that the election to the three
Rajya Sabha seats falling vacant
from the State would be 
held on April 12 but deferred the
election citing the legislative
Assembly poll scheduled 
for April 6.

Justice PV Asha while dis-
posing of the petition filed by
Secretary of the Kerala Legislative

Assembly and S Sarma, a CPI(M)
leader, challenging the ECI deci-
sion to defer the polls to Rajya
Sabha said it was for the present
House to elect the three  members
in lieu of the vacancies to be
caused by the April 21 retirement
of three members.

“It is up to the ECI to fix the
schedule of election. But that does
not mean that the Commission
could fix any date,” said Asha.

On April 21, three MPs,
Abdul Wahab of Muslim League,
Vayalar Ravi of the Congress
and KK Ragesh, the CPI(M)’s
intellectual face in New Delhi are
completing their tenure and retir-
ing from the Upper House. 

If only the election is held
before May 2, 2021, the CPI(M)
could send two of its nominees to
Rajya Sabha. The Congress-led
UDFF has already announced

that  Wahab would be the Front’s 
nominee.

The petitioners asserted that
Section 12 of the RPA 1951
envisaged completion of the
entire process of election before
the actual retirement so as to fill
up the seats as soon as the seats
became vacant , particularly 
since Article 83 provided 
that the council of States is a con-
tinuing body.

Judge Asha said that the
intention was  not to keep the seat
unfilled but to complete the
process of election before the
retirement of the members so as
to have the full strength of the
members of  the Upper House
represent the State. A different
view is warranted only when
there is any law and order situa-
tion or any practical impossibil-
ity, the judge said.
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At least eight passengers were killed
and four seriously injured on

Monday in a road accident in Jammu and
Kashmir's Doda district.

Police sources said a mini bus trav-
elling on the Thathri-Gandola road
went out of the driver's control and
dropped into Kalnai river 42 Kms from
Doda town.

“Eight passengers were killed and 4
seriously injured in this accident. A res-
cue operation has already started”, police
said.

The ill-fated mini bus was on its way
from Doda to Chilli village.

Meanwhile, an IAF helicopter from
Jammu city was pressed into action for
the rescue of critically injured passengers,
a defence ministry spokesman said.

Authorities are ascertaining the
exact number of passengers who were
travelling in the mini bus when the acci-
dent happened.
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Dhaka: Indian Army chief
Gen MM Naravane on Monday
attended the closing ceremony
of the 10-day-long multilater-
al UN-mandated counterter-
rorism exercise held in
Bangladesh and praised the
members of the Army contin-
gent from India who partici-
pated in the drills.

“General MM Naravane
#COAS attended the
#ClosingCeremony of
Multinational Exercise
#ShantirOgrosena2021 and
addressed the participants of

the exercise,” the Indian Army's
Additional Directorate General
of Public Information (ADG
PI) tweeted. During the Shantir
Ogrosena 2021 (Frontrunners
of Peace) exercise, he also
interacted with the members of
the Indian Army contingent
and lauded them for their high
standards of training and pro-
fessionalism, according to
another tweet. There were 30
personnel in the Indian Army
contingent. Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina was the
Chief Guest of the ceremony,

ADG PI said.
The counterterrorism exer-

cise, which commenced on
April 4, was participated by the
Armed Forces of India,
Bangladesh, Bhutan and Sri
Lanka along with observers
from the US, UK, Turkey,
Kuwait, Singapore and Saudi
Arabia. The aim of the exer-
cise was to strengthen the pro-
cedures and enhance interop-
erability amongst neighbour-
hood countries to ensure
robust peacekeeping opera-
tions in the region. PTI
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Aday after he was arrested by
the NIA in connection

with the twin explosive laden
SUV planting and alleged
Mansukh Hiran murder cases,
the Mumbai police on Monday
suspended Assistant Police
Inspector (API) Riyazuddin
Kazi, a close associate and col-
league of incarcerated police
officer Sachin Vaze.

Kazi is the second serving
officer from the Mumbai police
to have been suspended in the
twin sensational cases. API
Vaze, who had been arrested on
March 13, was later suspended
from the Mumbai police force
on March 15.

Kazi, who was on Sunday
remanded by a holiday court in
NIA custody till April 16, was
directly working under Vaze,
an API heading the Crime
Intelligence Unit (CIU) of the

Crime Branch-CID of Mumbai
Police. Kazi was shunted out of
the CIU last month.

The NIA is looking into
Kazi’s role in the planning of a
Gelatin sticks’ laden Scorpio
and a threatening letter inside
the vehicle, in the vicinity of
Mukesh Ambani’s 27-storey
residence “Antilia” on
Carmichael Road in south
Mumbai on February 25 and
the subsequent alleged murder
of Thane businessman
Mansukh Huran. 

Hiran’s body was recovered
from the marshy Reti-Bunder
creek Mumbra in the neigh-
bouring Thane district on
March 5.

The NIA suspects that act-
ing allegedly at the behest of
Vaze, Kazi might destroyed
evidence in the case and pro-
cured fake vehicle number
plates number plates

Sources said that Kazi was

– in a CCTV footage recovered
by the NIA --was seen entering
a number plates shop at
Vikhroli in n orth-east
Mumbai. In the footage, he was
also seen conversing with the
outlet's owner. In addition, he
was seen taking away a digital
video recorder and a comput-
er from the shop.

Kazi is the fourth accused
to be arrested in the SUV
planting and the alleged
Manshukh Hiran murder cases.
Vaze was the first accused to
have been arrested by the NIA
which registered an FIR in the
explosive-laden SUV recovery
case on March 8.Vaze, who was
arrested on March 13 in con-
nection with the gelatine sticks
laden Scorpion recovery case,
was earlier booked under sec-
tions 120 (B) (criminal con-
spiracy) 286 (negligent conduct
with respect to explosive sub-
stance), 465 (forgery) 473

(making or possessing coun-
terfeit seal) and 506 -2 (crim-
inal intimidation) of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) and 4
(a)(b)(i) of the Explosive
Substances Act, 1908.  He was
subsequently booked under
sections 16 (Punishment for
Terror act) and 18 (Punishment
for conspiracy etc) of the strin-
gent Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA).

S u b s e q u e n t l y ,
Maharashtra’s Anti Terrorism
— which initially investigated
the circumstances leading to
the alleged murder of Hiran —
on March 21 arrested convict-
ed Mumbai Police constable
Vinayak B. Shinde (51) and a
cricket bookie Naresh R. Gaur
(31) in connection with Hiran’s
alleged murder. The arrest of
Shinde and Gaur came a day
after the Union Home Ministry
asking the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) to

take over the investigations
into the murder of Hiran.

Shinde and Gaur are said
to be accomplices of Vaze.
Shinde is a dismissed police-
man, who has been convicted
in the case involving the fake
encounter of Ramnarayan
Gupta alias Lakhan Bhaiya.mn
Shinde has been on parole. 

The investigations by the
ATs have revealed that Shinde
was in regular touch with Vaze
and helped the latter in his
activities.

During the investigations
that followed, the NIA seized
from Shinde and Gaur two
mobile, one iPhone, 7 SIM
cards, a blank cover of SIM
card, a note with 14 mobile
numbers mentioned includ-
ing 5 in the name of arrested-
suspected cop and prime
accused Sachin Vaze with 
'Ok' written (for activation)
beside them. 
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The nine day long Navratra festival which starts from
Tuesday is expected to remain a low key affair due to

a spike in Covid-19 cases.  
For the last couple of days the overall footfall at the

cave shrine is already witnessing a declining trend.
At present the Union Territory administration has

fixed the upper limit of 25,000 pilgrims who can perform
darshan inside the sanctum sanctorum on a daily basis
but close to 14,000 or less pilgrims are undertaking the
yatra for the last couple of days.

During the Navratra festival the shrine board author-
ities are expecting a marginal increase  but compared to
previous years the mood in the katra township is 
not upbeat. 

The virus has spread in the Katra town affecting a large
number of local residents/members of the business 
community.

On its part the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine Board
authorities have decorated the cave shrine with ornamental
flowers to attract the pilgrims but closer look at the yatra
statistics clearly revealed rising number of  coronavirus
cases is expected to cast its shadow on the nine day long
festival. The businessmen in Katra including hoteliers, tour
operators and those running dry fruit/handicraft busi-
nesses are already a worried lot as they are staring at a
bleak future ahead.  

The district administration in Reasi has also geared
up its entire machinery to strictly enforce SOP's at the
Katra base camp and has also advised the Shrine Board
Authorities to follow all the guidelines to prevent spread
of Coronavirus at the cave shrine of Mata Vaishno Devi.

Ramesh Kumar, Chief Executive Officer of the
Shrine Board Monday visited Bhawan and various other
locations on the track and on spot reviewed these arrange-
ments. He also took stock of the arrangements at Yatra
Registration Counters at Katra and, besides, at Darshani
Deodi, Banganga, Adhkuwari, Tarakote Marg, Sanjichhat,
Himkoti Marg, Bhawan, Bhairon Complex and at other
locations enroute Katra to Bhawan with Deputy 
CEOs and others.

Giving details of these arrangements, the CEO said
that like in the past, the Bhawan of Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Ji, Atka and the area surrounding it have been beau-
tifully decorated with exquisite flowers. Likewise, the illu-
mination of the Bhawan area with attractive and colour-
ful lights has also been done. 

He added that as was done in the last year’s Shardiya
Navratras, there will be bhajan and bhaint performances
by the renowned artistes during Morning and Evening
Atka Aarti during these Navratras also. Other special fea-
tures of these arrangements include organising of Shat
Chandi Maha Yagya at the Holy Shrine of Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Ji during the Navratras for peace, prosperity
and health of humanity. The Shat Chandi Maha Yagya will
be telecast live from 10.30 am to noon daily during the
Navratras, he added.
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Lucknow: Asking officials to be on their toes to control the expo-
nential spread of Covid-19 disease across the State, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath clarified that neither his Government will impose
a lockdown nor let the people die of misery.

“It is the responsibility of the officers to ensure that there is
no shortage of hospital beds for the patients. The people should
get all facilities and there should be no shortage of essential items
in the market,” CM said while addressing officials in the meet-
ing here on Monday.

Expressing anger over private hospitals and labs fleecing peo-
ple by charging more than the prescribed rate, he directed offi-
cials to take action against them. He said that nobody will be
allowed to take advantage of the helplessness of the people.

“Stop it strictly. Incorrect information will result in harsh
action against the guilty,” he said and directed officials to takeover
such hospitals. “Investigation report should not be delayed and
this should be communicated to the labs,” he said.

He has emphasized on the expansion of lab and testing capa-
bilities. Instructions have been given to increase the test capac-
ity of RTPCR to 70 percent.

He said: “Our priority is to implement an effective strategy
to stop the spread of Covid-19. We will have to fight the pan-
demic vigorously with full preparation as there is no scope for
any sort of negligence in this fight.” PNS

Lucknow: Muslim clerics and
organisations on Monday wel-
comed the Supreme Court's
decision of rejecting a plea seek-
ing removal of 26 verses from
the Quran, saying this proves
that religious books are treated
with honour in the country.  

The apex court termed as
“absolutely frivolous” the peti-
tion filed by former Uttar
Pradesh Shia Waqf Board chair-
man Waseem Rizvi and dis-
missed it with a cost of �50,000.

“We welcome the decision
of the Supreme Court. This
proves that religious books are
being treated with honour in the
country. It will increase the
confidence of Muslims in the
Constitution and in the judicia-
ry,” All India Muslim Personal
Law Board member Mulana
Khalid Rashid Farangi Mahali
told PTI. He also demanded
that the government take strict
action against Rizvi so that “no
one can raise questions on reli-
gious books in the future”. 

All India Shia Personal Law
Board spokesperson Maulana
Yasoob Abbas said that they
congratulate Muslims of the
country on this verdict. “We
trust our judiciary and it will
continue to give justice in the
future too so that no one can
raise a finger on Islam or any
other religion,” he said.  PTI
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Opposition by bringing
archrival Prachanda on board.
Prachanda was facing serious
corruption cases and the
charges of en masse killing
during the decade-long
Maoist movement. Prachanda
has gone on record to claim
alleged 5,000 killings during
the movement. Since Oli was
the strongest ally, Prachanda
could avoid trials at the UN
and the International Court of
Justice. Therefore, the merg-
er was a self-serving decision
by the duo against the wide-
spread belief that they had
shown political maturity in the
interest of their people. Hence,
the fallout was inevitable.

Blaming and seeking:
With the eventual fall, Oli is
seeking to mend ties with New
Delhi. To reach out to India,
he has appeared on a number
of Indian news channels to cry
foul against former Prime
Minister Prachanda, blaming
him for dividing the party. The
same Oli created his political
stronghold through his anti-
India manoeuvring and bash-
ing of the Indian media for
being unfair towards the “vic-
tim” country.

Oli’s public relations office
and foreign policy advisory
group had come fully geared
to criticise India on the border

dispute. These offices are now
attempting all the tricks to
reach out to New Delhi. Also,
despite a projected bonhomie
with China, Oli is pushing for
the supplies of the COVID-19
vaccines from India.

However, testing the trust
will be the core of India’s new
relations with Nepal. On the
other hand, Oli’s biased
approach towards China had
come at the cost of substan-
tial economic losses. Also, he
signed the Treaty on Mutual
Legal Assistance with Beijing,
endangering the lives and
rights of 20,000 Tibetan
refugees in Nepal. The Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) is
an obsession with the current
regime despite Sri Lanka’s
exposé of the Chinese wrong-
doings.

While Oli may call it a
balancing act between India
and China, his actions speak
otherwise. The alleged soft
funding from China to Oli’s
political adventures in Nepal
through the Madan Bhandari
Foundation needs no expla-
nation to assert his bon-
homie with the dragon.

Uncertain future: While
the politicos do not wish for
Nepal to plunge back into
insurgency, Oli’s authoritarian
attitude has cost Nepal dearly.

Politically, democracy is a casu-
alty considering Oli’s dream of
a one-party rule in Nepal,
with no political opponents
outside and within the UML.

On the foreign policy
front, Nepal, with its vast
hydropower potential, can
use India’s expertise in gener-
ating power. A mutually ben-
eficial plan could have paved
the way for Nepal’s econom-
ic growth. However, far from
new agreements, Nepal seems
to have no plan to revitalise
treaties like the Mahakali,
signed in 1996 with India,
which can generate coopera-
tion between them.
Meanwhile, false promises
under the BRI and dreams of
a trans-Himalayan railway
with China have garnered Oli
enough political capital.

Oli’s aspirations, accom-
panied by hollow economic
and development strategies,
will lead Nepal towards an
uncertain future which is
being watched carefully by the
people of Nepal and interna-
tional actors, including India.

(The author is an ICSSR
Doctoral Fellow at the JNU
and Visiting Fellow at the
Asian Institute of Diplomacy
and International Affairs,
Kathmandu. The views
expressed are personal.)
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After long political and
judicial scuffling in
Nepal, its top court in
two important verdicts

nullified the dissolution of the
democratically elected
Parliament by the President and
termed illegal the 2018 merger of
the Communist Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist Leninist) and
the Communist Party of Nepal
(Maoist Centre) into the Nepal
Communist Party (NCP), saying
that another party existed with
the same name. It means that the
UML and the Maoist parties are
back to their old selves. 

While the reinstatement of
the House comes as a big blow
to Prime Minister KP Oli, who
has emerged as an ultra-nation-
alist leader, an unexpected ver-
dict on the future of a divided
NCP has eventually put a full
stop to the power struggle
between the party chairs of the
erstwhile NCP, Oli and
Prachanda.

The verdict is being seen as
an extrajudicial effort to save the
country from plunging into polit-
ical instability. Considering Oli’s
influence over the President’s
office, the Council of Ministers,
Security Council, extraconstitu-
tional bodies and the Press, it was
believed that the court would
favour Oli and acknowledge his
faction as the legitimate NCP.
That would have left Prachanda
with no option but to form a new
faction. Oli’s legal team had also
believed in a favourable verdict
but the actual result has deepened
the political crisis. Now, if the
Maoists withdraw support, the
Government will fall. The
Madhesh-based Janata
Samajbadi Party might prove to
be the kingmaker as it can sup-
port the Nepali Congress and the
Maoists to form a Government
or ally with Oli to give further
lease to his premiership.

An expected outcome: The
2018 merger of the two main-
stream rivals had generated opti-
mism among the Nepalese peo-
ple that the new leadership was
showing political maturity.
However, it was only a matter of
political survival for Oli and
Prachanda as the former had
planned to weaken the
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Sir — When Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov visited both New Delhi and
Islamabad during his whirlwind tour, the
visible and  palpable warmth between the
two nations at Islamabad was conspicu-
ous by its absence in Delhi.  Not mere
photo ops, Russia’s assurance to Pakistan
on supply of highly sophisticated military
equipment and the promise to conduct
joint military exercise there does not bode
well for India’s interests. Well, it is not as
if all of a sudden Moscow has found a new
strategic and military partner in
Islamabad. For years, after a considerable
period of strong dislike, Russia has built
bridges with Pakistan in its own way.  But
in international relations, what is unsaid
often matters more than what is said.
Foreign policy is a matter of costs and
benefits; no two nations are permanent
foes. New Delhi, of course, is not on a slip-
pery slope as far as its military and trade
ties with Moscow are concerned.  

But international diplomacy is a
clever struggle where minds speak more
than words. New Delhi’s proximity with
Washington has not gone unnoticed in
Russian diplomatic circles, especially
when India has  always called Russia an
“old friend”. Friends have the right to quar-
rel but if that translates into a fight, then
the repercussions are bound to vitiate the
atmosphere in the region. As a matter of
protocol, a visiting Foreign Minister may
or may not call on the Prime Minister of
the host country. But PM Narendra Modi
is known to rise above formalities.
Therefore, tongues wagged when Lavrov
left for Islamabad without meeting the
PM. 

Ganapathi Bhat  | Akola
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Sir — Visuals of an injured Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on a wheelchair lead-
ing the fight bring up the memory of Rani
Lakshmi Bai, the warrior queen of the
princely State of Jhansi, on horseback with
a raised sword challenging the mighty
British Raj undaunted. Bouquet or brick-

bats to Mamata Banerjee depends on
which part of the political spectrum one
is positioned.  Bigotry threatens to disturb
communal harmony in the State and
change its cherished culture. Like waters
from a breached glacial lake, money
flows into the State unchecked. The
Enforcement Directorate follows every
Trinamool leader closely to jump upon
him tooth and claw. And the platoons have
their fingers on the trigger always to  ‘ruth-
lessly’ enforce “law and order” in West
Bengal.

Haridasan Rajan  | Kozhikode 
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Sir — It is unfortunate to note that the
scourge of COVID-19  is still continuing
worldwide. Right now, there has been
unnecessary panic among the people
despite all the serious efforts to fight the
virus. As a result, my family members

,including my mother, had to cancel their
train tickets to Chennai from Tuticorin—
most of them have been wearing masks.
What exactly is the reason for the current
tense situation?  Countries have been fight-
ing with the pandemic for more than a year
now. In fact, all the healthcare and emer-
gency measures like vaccines, face masks,
washing of hands and social distancing
have been in place to date. In spite of such
strict guidelines, people have started
ignoring mandatory things like wearing a
mask for unknown reasons, maybe due to
their lethargic attitude to the crisis. 

People must understand that preven-
tion is always better than cure.  The WHO
should take immediate steps to explain the
latest status on COVID and vaccines.

P Senthil | Mumbai 

�
�������	���

��
�#����%
��22�:02�;��<��:=>?3��/��?�

)�������������������������	��������������	�������������������	���������	�������������
�����������+����	����������������������������

�������������-��	��������"�������������������
����������*�		!�,����������������,����(����	N�

�����(������������-���������������������
�������	��������	�"��������������������!����
��������������������������	�����������	�������
�����������������������	�����		��������	��������
����	������������������������	�����������������
������ ������������	� �������	���!� 7������$� ���
�	������� 
���������� L�
M� ��� ��������� ��

���������	�-�	��	���������	�������		������������
�������	����	����������	������������	����-�D
	�!�(������������������������-�����	����������-���
�������(<.���*�����	��*�	�*������������������	D
���������!� �����
�������-������ �������� ��
"������ ��� ��� ��		�"�� ���� ��������� ��� ���
9�-�������!�

)��"��	��������������������� �����
� ��
�	��������������������������	���������		������
��������������������(<.N��������������������
��������� �	��!� ���� ���*� ��� ������������
�����������������������-�����������
���������
�����D�	���� ���� �	������ ���� ��	�� ��������		�!
�������� 9�����N�� ��������� ��� ����������
����	�����������������������!�(������"�������
(<.���������,����(����	������������������
��$�������������������"����������"�����������
��
�����������"����-������������������$���
����������	���	���������$������������������D
�����$���	�������������������	��������-��D
	����!�)����������-���������������������������
����(<.������������9�����������D-��	����!

���3@�5����2�<�O���������	


�
�
�������������� !��"�!�#�$�%& �&���
)�������-���������
����������������		�"
����
8;)���������	�
�������N���������
�������	���	���
����������������
����-���������������������	����	�!

��������
@� �-���������"�	�

����������	�
��������)�������
�������#�������
)���������������
�������������*!����
��������������

�#���������������������������	�����
���������"�		��#�����������"!�

�0:3�����:�?����<�02�:�
@�(��������0��������

)�"��������	���
��	�����
)�	�*����������	�#���
����������������!�)�
��

����
�������$�)
�	��������	�� "��
��	�����������	��"���
��������	������#�����������������!


�2�:�
@�9�-����0����-�

)�N��������		����-�
����������	��������		�
�����������*��
8;)�
�������	�!�9�������
���*������������
����!

���3<>3<3A0��34�<�2���<�02�:
@ �������������

)��"���	�-�	�����
"�����.����-������
���������	���	�����
�������������		���
����	�!�
��"���
��������������

���������	��������������������*�
�������������!

�:��B�2�:�
@����*�������"���

��,,�-� ,.�,,/���)�,.-



��!	��%������	���������
������	���	���	��.;=�

����������������/����
,����������������
��/����
����

��	�
�����
�������6���

6��������������

�����
���	�
������
����������/����
C ��������
����
�
�
�
��
��
D��

�,�
6���
�������
������ �6�������
��
���
�
�
�������
�������
6�����������	

���
������� �����,�
6���
��E
C������������������
������

������
�

In her Budget speech, Finance Minister (FM)
Nirmala Sitharaman had proposed setting up of
a new Development Financial Institution (DFI)

termed the National Bank for Financing
Infrastructure and Development (NaBFID). The
Government passed a Bill to establish the NaBFID,
its objective being “to coordinate with the Centre
and States, regulators, financial institutions (FIs),
institutional investors and other relevant stakehold-
ers, in India or outside India, to facilitate building
and improving the relevant institutions to support
the development of long-term non-recourse infra-
structure financing in India, including the domes-
tic bonds and derivatives markets.”

The NaBFID will also be involved “in lending
or investing, directly or indirectly, and seek to attract
investments from private sector investors and insti-
tutional investors, in infrastructure projects locat-
ed in or outside India.” It will also help provide
financing options for projects under the much-
trumpeted National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP).
Under the NIP, the Union Government has iden-
tified over 7,000 projects in all crucial sectors such
as roads, highways, railways, ports, power transmis-
sion lines, gas pipelines and so on, requiring an
investment of over �100 lakh crore over the next
five years.

The Government will infuse �20,000 crore in
NaBFID as budgetary support which will be lever-
aged to generate a financing capability of over
�3,00,000 crore. This is peanuts when compared to
the mammoth requirement of around �90 lakh crore
(excluding about �10 lakh crore: �4,39,000 crore
spent during 2020-21, plus a planned spending of
�5,54,000 crore for 2021-22). But the moot ques-
tion is whether the new DFI is a sustainable propo-
sition?

This is not the first time that the idea of a DFI
has been floated. The first such institution, name-
ly the Industrial Finance Corporation of India
(IFCI), was set up in 1948, followed by the
Industrial Development Bank of India (IDBI) in
1964. In the private sector, the Industrial Credit and
Investment Corporation of India (ICICI) was set up
in 1955. This was in sync with the global trend in
Europe, Japan, the US and other Asian countries
where the DFIs were set up primarily to rebuild
infrastructure devastated by World War II. After the
task was completed, those institutions were wound
up. In India, how far these institutions (IDBI/IFCI)
helped in building infrastructure is debatable.
However, one thing is abundantly clear; they
became a drain on the national exchequer through
a variety of supports such as Government guaran-
tees, capital commitments including from the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) along with direct and
indirect financing by the latter to meet their needs. 

In the 90s, the Narasimham/Khan committees
recommended — as part of the financial reforms
package — their gradual phase-out. They were either
required to transform into banks or close if they
couldn’t. 

The panels also recommended the development
of domestic bonds and derivatives markets to gal-
vanise investors to deploy their savings for long-term
financing infrastructure projects. As a follow up, the
then Vajpayee Government converted the IDBI into
a commercial bank in 2003. The promoters of ICICI
did this much earlier in 1994 by converting the insti-
tution into the ICICI Bank. However, the other most

crucial recommendation remained
unattended. In the absence of sustain-
able arrangements for channelising
household savings for long-term
investment (a bank’s source of capi-
tal is primarily short-term deposits
resulting in what is termed as asset-
liability mismatch), currently much
of infrastructure financing is done by
the Government of India (GOI) by
way of budgetary support.    

The GOI, in turn, raises
resources — albeit for providing bud-
getary support — by imposing cess-
es, fees and other levies such as the
Central Road and Infrastructure
Fund (CRIF), the Permanent Bridge
Fees Fund (PBFF) and monetisation
of the National Highways Fund
(NHF). For instance, during 2020-21,
out of the �42,500 crore allocated to
the National Highways Authority of
India (NHAI) for executing roads
and highways projects, the contribu-
tion of the above-mentioned funds
was 49 per cent, 27 per cent and 24
per cent respectively.      

In this backdrop, and with the
present arrangement meeting only a
small portion of the mammoth
funding needs (�100 lakh crore
under the NIP), setting up of dedi-
cated institutions such as the NaBFID
prima facie appears to be an attrac-
tive proposition. In fact, the Modi
Government wants to use the
NaBFID as an anchor DFI.

To begin with, the NaBFID will
be 100 per cent owned by the GOI,
with equity capital coming by way of
budgetary support. Over a period of
time, the latter will reduce its share-
holding to 26 per cent, implying that
the majority ownership and control

(albeit 74 per cent) will eventually be
in private hands. It would be a pro-
fessionally-run body, with the
Government only appointing the
Chairperson. 

The proposed structure of the
new DFI points towards the
Government going for a hands-off
approach as the Act does not provide
for an oversight mechanism; it will
be free from the “three Cs” i.e. the
Central Bureau of Investigation, the
Central Vigilance Commission and
the Comptroller and Auditor General
of India. In fact, it goes a step forward
by seeking to protect the manage-
ment for the decisions taken as an
“act of good faith.” Up to this point,
things are hunky-dory.    

However, problems begin to
creep when we look at this: “The Act
empowers the GOI to extend sover-
eign guarantee in case of a default.”
The guarantees cover a wide range
like any liabilities of its own sub-
sidiaries, joint ventures, branches and
other similar arrangements; letters of
comfort, or letters of credit for loans
or bonds and debentures issued by
any DFI funding infrastructure pro-
jects in India; and guarantee of the
NaBFID’s bonds, debentures, loans
and borrowings from multilateral
institutions, sovereign wealth funds
(SWFs), and other foreign institu-
tions. To bail out an entity majority-
owned and controlled by private par-
ties using the taxpayers’ funds is a bad
idea. Furthermore, to do this when
the Government is not even exercis-
ing any external oversight makes it
abhorrent. The FM’s defence that “an
audited report would be placed in
Parliament every year, besides the

NaBFID having to furnish to the GOI
and the RBI a copy of its balance
sheet and accounts, together with a
copy of the auditor’s report and a
report of its working during the rel-
evant year, within four months from
the date on which its accounts were
closed and balanced” does not inspire
confidence.

One shudders to fathom the con-
tingent liabilities emanating from the
above open-ended guarantees pro-
vided under the Act and their impact
on the fiscal deficit (FD). Already, the
FD for 2021-22 is put at 6.8 per cent
of the Gross Domestic Product
which is almost double of what is per-
mitted under the Fiscal Responsibility
and Budget Management. For 2025-
26, the FM puts it at 4.5 per cent. The
NaBFID Act would result in spi-
ralling of these numbers.    

Team Modi needs to take a
relook at the “sovereign guarantee”
clause in the NaBFID Act. It should
be deleted. As for giving comfort to
investors, if only project proponents
can generate the desired cash flows
(this would require transparency
and efficiency in project execution,
simplified processes, enforcement of
contracts, freedom from bureau-
cratic red tape and above all, realis-
tic pricing of services shorn of pop-
ulism), this will be automatically
assured. 

On the other hand, if these pre-
requisites are lacking, resulting in
shortfall in cash flows, then even the
offer of sovereign guarantee won’t
provide much comfort even as the
NaBFID, too, will end up being a
drain on the exchequer just as the
erstwhile IDBI.   
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Should political parties
play politics over
COVID-19? That is what

is happening over the deliv-
ery of vaccines in the last few
days. It has resulted in a fight
between the Opposition-
ruled States and the Centre
for more doses of the covet-
ed jabs as the former and the
latter have  accused each
other of “discrimination” and
“neglect” respectively.  

When COVID-19 hit the
country in January 2020,
Prime Minister (PM)
Narendra Modi took the
Chief Ministers (CMs) and
even the public on board
about how to effectively deal
with the situation. He held
several meetings with the
CMs and consulted and guid-
ed the States, promising them
of all possible help.  They
worked in tandem. 

The pandemic helped the
Governments focus on the

deteriorating healthcare sys-
tem, lack of hospitals and
facilities, inadequate social
protection, the need for more
funds for the health sector,
health insurance and so on.
Both the PM and the CMs
needed each other and leaned
on each other to tackle the
enormous medical emer-
gency. 

However, both were look-
ing at an electorate and their
position at the end of their
terms. Therefore, it became
an individual race for every
one of them. However,
whether the Government
mishandled the lockdown
last year came into question.
Still, the lockdown itself did
not turn into a political issue.
Even the Opposition parties
could not go beyond a point
to criticise the Modi
Government.

Now, after one year, with
the pandemic running into its

second wave, politics seems to
have taken over. When things
go wrong, it is politics that
comes to the fore. 

Now, there are vaccine
shortages and there was an
obvious miscalculation on
the part of the authorities. If
something goes wrong, the
Centre blames the States
while the States blame the
Centre for not delivering the
required doses of vaccines.
The demand pertaining to the
shots has also gone up. The
initial response from the pub-
lic was one of “wait and
watch”, but now there is a
clamour for vaccines as India
became the second worst-hit
nation in the world.

While the BJP touts Modi
as the saviour of the people
and lauds his efforts in han-
dling the pandemic, the CMs
of the non-BJP ruled States
are now alleging that they are
getting a stepmotherly treat-

ment. The fact is that all the
political parties have realised
that COVID-19 has become
a long-term game and they
cannot simply sit and not play
politics over it. So, everything,
right from the approval of the
vaccines to allocation to the
States, is being politicised. 

Former CM of Uttar
Pradesh Akhilesh Yadav has
declared that he would not
take the “BJP vaccine”. Others
have questioned the efficacy
of the vaccines and rightful-

ly the promise of vaccine
avalibility made to the people
in poll-bound States by the
ruling party.

It is a time of reckoning
for the State Governments
and all political parties.
Recently, Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi, while address-
ing the CMs of Congress-led
States, asked them to priori-
tise COVID-19 containment.
She also accused the Modi
Government of “mismanag-
ing the pandemic situation by
allowing the export of vac-
cines resulting in vaccine
shortage” in India.

She said: “As the principal
Opposition party, it is our
responsibility to raise issues
and push the Government to
move away from PR tactics
and act in the interest of the
people.”

The current wave of
infections will test the coun-
try’s health infrastructure and

improvements in it since last
year. Maharashtra was the
worst-hit State during both
the significant surges of
COVID-19 cases. As of April
8, almost 24 million doses
were in stock and another 19
million were in the pipeline.
Some 3-3.5 million doses
have been administered on an
everyday basis, according to
data made available by the
Union Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare. 

The second wave came
when people started cele-
brating the success with
respect to effectively tackling
the first wave. The period also
coincided with the Assembly
elections in five States and
mega religious events like
the Kumbh Mela. On March
7, Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan even declared that
“we are in the endgame of the
COVID-19 pandemic.”

However, this is not the

appropriate time to question
“who” and “why” with respect
to the mishandling of the cri-
sis. The real question is what
the Centre and State
Governments have done dur-
ing the pandemic and what
they can do to contain the
second wave. The Opposition
must understand that it
should be more vigilant,
active, public-spirited and
courageous. 

The Opposition parties
should play their role as an
institutional watchdog and
develop credible policy alter-
natives instead of blaming the
Government. The Modi
Government should be trans-
parent in distributing the
vaccines and in addressing
the concerns of the CMs of
the Opposition-ruled States.
All the sides should realise
that this is an unprecedented
crisis, and playing politics will
not help.
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The Biden White House is
amplifying the push for its

$2.3 trillion infrastructure
package with the release of
state-by-state breakdowns that
show the dire shape of roads,
bridges, the power grid and
housing affordability.

The figures in the state
summaries, obtained by The
Associated Press, paint a decid-
edly bleak outlook for the
world’s largest economy after
years of repairs being deferred
and delayed. They suggest that
too much infrastructure is
unsafe for vehicles at any speed,
while highlighting the costs of
extreme weather events that
have become more frequent
with climate change as well as
dead spots for broadband and
a dearth of child care options.

President Joe Biden is
scheduled to meet Monday
afternoon with Republican and
Democratic lawmakers and
can use the state summaries to
show that his plan would help
meet the needs of their con-
stituents.

Drawn from an array of
private and public data, the
reports show there are 7,300
miles (11,748 kilometers) of
highway in Michigan alone
that are in poor condition.
Damaged streets in North
Carolina impose an average
yearly cost of $500 on
motorists. Iowa has 4,571
bridges in need of repair. 
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Iran blamed Israel on Monday
for a sabotage attack on its

underground Natanz nuclear
facility that damaged its cen-
trifuges, an assault that imper-
ils ongoing talks over Tehran’s
tattered nuclear deal and brings
a shadow war between the two
countries into the light.

Israel has not claimed
responsibility for the attack. It
rarely does for operations car-
ried out by its secret military
units or its Mossad intelli-
gence agency. However, Israeli
media widely reported that
the country had orchestrated a
devastating cyberattack that
caused a blackout at the nuclear
facility.

While the nature of the
attack and the extent of the
damage at Natanz remains
unclear, a former Iranian offi-
cial said the assault set off a fire
while a spokesman mentioned
a “possible minor explosion.”

The attack also further
strains relations between the
U.S., which under President Joe
Biden is now negotiating in
Vienna to re-enter the nuclear
accord, and Israel, whose Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
has vowed to stop the deal at all
costs.

Netanyahu met Monday
with U.S. Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin, whose arrival in
Israel coincided with the first
word of the attack. The two
spoke briefly to journalists but
took no questions.

“My policy as prime min-
ister of Israel is clear: I will
never allow Iran to obtain the
nuclear capability to carry out
its genocidal goal of eliminat-
ing Israel,” Netanyahu said.
“And Israel will continue to
defend itself against Iran’s
aggression and terrorism.”

At an earlier news confer-
ence at Israel’s Nevatim air
base, Austin declined to say
whether the Natanz attack
could impede the Biden
administration’s efforts to re-

engage with Iran in its nuclear
programme.

“Those efforts will contin-
ue,” Austin said. The previous
American administration
under Donald Trump had
pulled out of the nuclear deal
with world powers, leading
Iran to begin abandoning the
limits on its atomic program set
by the accord. But German
Foreign Minister Heiko Maas
expressed concern that it could
affect the talks. “All of what we
are hearing from Tehran is not
a positive contribution to this,”
Maas told reporters.

In a statement, the White
House said it was aware of the
Natanz attack and that “the U.S.
Was not involved in any man-
ner,” without elaborating.
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Prime Minister Boris
Johnson urged people to

continue to “behave responsi-
bly” as shops, hairdressers,
restaurants, pubs and gyms
reopen their doors on Monday
in the latest stage of the coro-
navirus lockdown easing in
England.

People were seen queuing
overnight outside some cloth-
ing stores and also some pubs
and restaurants, which are now
allowed to serve customers
outdoors. Social mixing indoors
remains heavily restricted and
people are still expected to
work from home where possi-
ble to minimise the amount
they have to commute.

“I’m sure it will be a huge
relief for those business own-
ers who have been closed for so
long, and for everyone else it’s

a chance to get back to doing
some of the things we love and
have missed,” Johnson said.

“I urge everyone to con-
tinue to behave responsibly
and remember ‘hands, face,
space and fresh air’ to suppress

Covid as we push on with our
vaccination programme,” he
said. According to some media
reports, the UK PM will be
among some of the first in line
to get his haircut ahead of a
special House of Commons

session for tributes to the late
Prince Philip, the Duke of
Edinburgh, who passed away
on Friday.

Under this stage of the
lockdown easing roadmap laid
out by the government, public
buildings such as libraries and
community centres can reopen.
Most outdoor attractions
including zoos, theme parks,
and socially-distanced drive-in
performances can reopen.

Some smaller outdoor
events such as fetes, literary
fairs, and fairgrounds can take
place; weddings, civil partner-
ship ceremonies, wakes and
other commemorative events
can take place for up to 15 peo-
ple. People are not allowed to
visit each other’s homes and
socialising indoors remains
prohibited outside of house-
holds and support bubbles.

The Metropolitan Police

also urged people to exercise
caution as it prepared to
enhance patrols in busy areas
of London.

“The Met is ready to wel-
come back people to the streets
of London. We will be stepping
up our patrols to busy high
footfall areas, to look out for
everyone’s safety and to disrupt
any criminal activity,” said
Deputy Assistant
Commissioner Jane Connors,
the Met Police’s lead for Covid-
19 response.

“Of course, where we need
to take action against those
who dangerously flout the rules
we will do. While the case rate
has declined in London, we
have seen the concerning posi-
tion in northern Europe. It is
important that we all stick to
the rules so further lockdowns,
or restrictions, are avoided,” she
said.

��������)	������	�
����>����D���
��	��

/.���%�	��������
��>�	�����	.����
"?��!�A?"2!?'> <:�<���>�<>#A:>!

������
	������������
�
�	
��
�	
������:�'
	������������
� � 


��� %80�80

People across Britain flocked
to shed shaggy locks and

browse for clothes, books and
other “non-essential” items as
shops, gyms, hairdressers,
restaurant patios and beer
gardens reopened Monday
after months of lockdown.

British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson urged people to
“behave responsibly” as the
country that has had Europe’s
deadliest coronavirus outbreak
took a big step on its roadmap
toward a resumption of nor-
mal life.

Monday brought the eas-
ing of restrictions that have

been in place in England since
early January to suppress a
surge in infections linked to a
more transmissible new virus
variant first identified in the
southeast of the country.

Long lines formed outside
some stores, including a
branch of Nike Town on
London’s busy Oxford Street,
and pubs and restaurants with
outdoor space reported a flood
of bookings.

Helen Dickinson, chief
executive of the British Retail
Consortium, said businesses
that have endured months of
enforced closure were “excit-
ed and desperate” to welcome
customers back. 

Berlin: The German govern-
ment aims to agree on a bill
Tuesday that would shift more
powers from state to federal
authorities to set pandemic
restrictions.

The country’s decentralised
political system has resulted in
an often confusing patchwork
of rules and regulations to
reduce coronavirus infections
in Germany’s 16 states.
Government spokesperson
Steffen Seibert told reporters on
Monday that the goal of the bill
is to have a single nationwide
rule for all areas where there are
more than 100 new weekly
cases per 100,000 inhabitants.
AP

Thimpu: When plotted on a
graph, the curve of Bhutan’s
Covid-19 vaccination drive
shoots upwards from the very
first day, crossing Israel, United
States, Bahrain and other coun-
tries known for vaccinating
people rapidly.

Those countries took
months to reach where they
are, painstakingly strengthen-
ing their vaccination cam-
paigns in the face of rising
coronavirus cases. But the story
of Bhutan’s vaccination cam-
paign is nearly finished — just
16 days after it began.

The tiny Himalayan king-
dom wedged between India
and China has vaccinated near-
ly 93 per cent of its adult pop-
ulation since March 27. Overall,

the country has vaccinated 62
per cent of its 800,000 people.
The rapid rollout of the vaccine
puts the tiny nation just behind
Seychelles, which has given jabs
to 66 per cent of its population
of nearly 100,000 people. Its
small population helped Bhutan
move fast, but its success has
also been attributed to its ded-
icated citizen volunteers, known
as “desuups,” and established
cold chain storage used during
earlier vaccination drives.

Bhutan received its first
150,000 doses of the
AstraZeneca vaccine from
neighbouring India in January,
but the shots were distributed
beginning in late March to
coincide with auspicious dates
in Buddhist astrology. AP

Cairo: For Ramadan this year,
Magdy Hafez has been longing
to reclaim a cherished ritual:
performing the nighttime
group prayers called taraweeh
at the mosque once again.

Last year, the coronavirus
upended the 68-year-old
Egyptian’s routine of going to
the mosque to perform those
prayers, traditional during
Islam’s holiest month.

The pandemic had dis-
rupted Islamic worship the
world over, including in Egypt
where mosques were closed to
worshippers last Ramadan.

“I have been going to the
mosque for 40 years so it was
definitely a very, very, difficult
thing,” he said. “But our reli-
gion orders us to protect one

another.” Still, “It’s a whole
other feeling, and the spiritu-
ality in Ramadan is like noth-
ing else.”

Egypt has since allowed
most mosques to reopen for
Friday communal prayers and
for this Ramadan it will let
them hold taraweeh, also with
precautions, including short-
ening its duration. 

Ramadan, which begins
this week, comes as much of
the world has been hit by an
intense new coronavirus wave.
For many Muslims navigating
restrictions, that means hopes
of a better Ramadan than last
year have been dashed with the
surge in infection rates though
regulations vary in different
countries. AP
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Lebanon’s outgoing minister
of public works said

Monday that he has signed a
decree that would increase the
area claimed by the
Mediterranean country in a
maritime border dispute with
Israel.

Public Works Minister
Michel Najjar told reporters
that he has signed an amend-
ment of the decree that would

formally extend Lebanon’s
claims by 1,430 square kilo-
meters (550 square miles). 

The unilateral move by
Lebanon is likely to anger
Israel and the U.S. Who are not
expected to recognise Beirut’s
extension of the disputed area.

Lebanon and Israel began
indirect talks with U.S.
Mediation in October to reach
a deal over the disputed area
that is believed to be rich with
oil and natural gas deposits. 
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ABlack man died after being
shot by police in a

Minneapolis suburb during a
traffic stop and crashing his car
several blocks away, sparking
violent protests that lasted into
the early hours Monday as
officers in riot gear clashed
with demonstrators and the
man’s mother called for calm.

The man was identified by
family as 20-year-old Daunte
Wright, and he died Sunday in
a metropolitan area already
on edge and midway through
the trial of the first of four
police officers charged in
George Floyd’s death.
Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz
tweeted he was praying for
Wright’s family “as our state
mourns another life of a Black
man taken by law enforce-

ment.”
Speaking before the con-

frontation in Brooklyn Center
between protesters and law
enforcement, Daunte’s mother,
Katie Wright, attempted to
curb any unrest.

“All the violence, if it keeps
going it’s only going to be
about the violence. We need it
to be about why my son got
shot for no reason,” she said to
a crowd near the shooting
scene. 
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Capital markets watchdog
Sebi on Monday came out

with fresh guidelines on report-
ing formats for mutual funds.

The formats for the reports
to be submitted by asset man-
agement companies (AMCs) to
trustees, by AMCs to Sebi and
by trustees to the regulator have
been revised on the basis of
consultation from the industry.

In a circular, Sebi said the
compliance certificate to be
submitted by an AMC to the
trustees on a bi-monthly basis
and half-yearly basis would be
discontinued.

The contents of both these
reports have been incorporat-
ed in the quarterly report by
AMC to trustees, it added.

With regard to quarterly
report on activities of mutual

funds, Sebi said such report
must contain details of number
of live schemes as on last day
of the quarter-end, schemes
launched during the period
including schemes which were
launched but could not be
constituted, details of existing
schemes matured or wound up
as well schemes merged during
the quarter.

For schemes which have
been wound up, Sebi said
details of payout should be pro-
vided during each quarter till
the last payout for such
schemes. Details of close-ended
schemes rolled-over, schemes
that underwent fundamental
attribute change, clearance
received from Sebi to launch
new schemes and details of
Assets Under Management
(AUM) need to be provided in
the quarterly report.
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RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das on Monday asked

banks to remain watchful of the
evolving situation and empha-
sised the importance of credit
flow to sustain the nascent
economic recovery amid rising
coronavirus cases.

In his meeting with
MD/CEOs of public sector
banks and select private sector
lenders, Das also highlighted
the recent policy measures
taken by RBI to further support
the ongoing recovery while
preserving financial stability,
the central bank said in a state-
ment.

Das touched upon the

importance of credit flows in
sustaining the nascent eco-
nomic recovery and advised
banks to remain watchful of the
evolving situation and contin-
ue taking measures proactive-
ly for maintaining their busi-
ness continuity, sharpening
business strategies and raising
adequate capital for strength-
ening balance sheets.

“He also emphasised the
need for banks to maintain a
close vigil on the payments and
other IT systems operated by
banks and fortifying those for
enhanced efficiency and
resilience so as to offer seam-
less and uninterrupted cus-
tomer service," RBI said.

Among other matters,

progress in the implementation
of COVID Resolution
Framework, outlook on stress-
es assets and capital augmen-
tation came up for discussion.

The liquidity scenario and
monetary transmission, and
credit flows to different sectors,
including MSMEs, and retail,
were also discussed during the
meeting held through video-
conferencing.

Deputy Governors M K
Jain, M Rajeswar Rao and a few
other senior officials of RBI
also attended the meetings.

There are concerns that
surging coronavirus cases and
resulting localised restrictions
might hamper cash flow and
result in stressed assets.
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Showing sluggishness in the
economy amid the pan-

demic, industrial production
contracted for the second
straight month by 3.6 per cent
in February due to poor per-
formance of manufacturing
and mining sectors, official
data showed on Monday.

The manufacturing sector
-- which constitutes 77.63 per
cent of the index of industrial
production (IIP) -- declined by
3.7 per cent in February 2021,
as per the data released by the
National Statistical Office
(NSO).

The mining sector output
declined by 5.5 per cent in
February 2021. 

However, power
generation grew marginally by
0.1 per cent in the month
under review.

The index had grown by
5.2 per cent in February 2020.

The industrial production
had plunged 18.7 per cent in
March last year following the
COVID-19 outbreak and
remained in the negative zone
till August 2020.

With the resumption of
economic activities, factory
output posted a rise of one per
cent in September. The IIP had
grown by 4.5 per cent in
October. In November 2020,
the factory output fell 1.6 per
cent, while it again entered the
positive territory by growing
1.6 per cent in December 2020.
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China has opened a 5G sig-
nal base at the Ganbala

radar station in the remote
Himalayan region of Tibet
which is the world's highest
manually operated radar sta-
tion at an elevation of 5,374
meters, the Chinese military's
official website reported on
Monday.

The mountain is located in
Nagarze County in Tibet which
is in the vicinity of borders with
India and Bhutan.

At the end of last year, the
People's Liberation Army start-
ed to coordinate with civilian
enterprises to launch 5G base
station construction in Ganbala

to solve the difficulty of net-
work access for the border
defence troops, the website
said.

The stable and high-speed
5G signal enables the soldiers
in the deep mountains to keep
up with the information soci-
ety, leaving the monotonous
and boring life on the border,
it said.
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The Indian rupee fell for the
sixth straight session to

mark its lowest level in nearly
nine months at 75.05 against
the American currency on
Monday as investors fretted
over the prospects of lock-
down in some parts of the
country amid continuous rise
in Covid-19 cases. 

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee settled 32
paise lower against the green-
back as weak domestic equities,
rising crude oil prices and for-
eign fund outflows also
weighed on sentiment.

The local unit opened at
74.97 against the greenback
and traded in the range of 74.78
to 75.14 during the day.
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Companies providing satel-
lite connectivity services

through gateway set-up in
India will have to install net-
work equipment as recom-
mended by the Government,
according to new norms issued
by the Department of Telecom
(DoT). At present, only BSNL
has installed a satellite gateway
through which it provides satel-
lite-based communication ser-
vices to authorised agencies like
security forces, oil companies
etc.

As per the new norms,
National Cyber Security
Coordinator (NCSC ) will be
the designated authority that
can impose conditions for the
procurement of telecom equip-
ment on the grounds of
"Defence of India" or matters
directly related to national
security.

DoT had already
announced similar restrictions
on telecom operators as well as
internet service providers last

month."In pursuance of con-
dition 5.1, chapter 1 the licen-
sor hereby amends the provi-
sion and operation of satellite
based services using gateway
installed in India under "sui-
generis" licence agreement..."
DoT said in the amendment to
the licence agreement for pro-
curement of telecom equip-
ment.

The amendment was done
on March 11 but updated on
DoT website on Monday.

As per the new norms,
with effect from June 15, such
satellite service operators will
be required to take permission
from NCSC for upgradation of
existing networks, utilising the
telecom equipment not desig-
nated as trusted products.

The amendment is in line
with the National Security
Directive on
Telecommunication Sector
which mandates all telecom
service providers to install
equipment from only govern-
ment-approved vendors and
sources.
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With demand for housing
loans picking up during

the last two quarters of fiscal
2020-21, housing finance com-
panies (HFCs) are likely to wit-
ness a growth rate of 6-8 per
cent during the year and 8-10
per cent in FY2021-22, says a
report.

The on-book portfolio
growth moderated for HFCs in
the first nine months of FY2021
(compared to March 2020) to
4.3 per cent (excluding the
portfolio of one large player,
which had sizeable write-offs)
from portfolio growth of 6 per
cent (Y-o-Y) in FY2020.

Icra Ratings in a report
said with revival in demand for

housing credit in the industry
in the last two quarters, most
of the HFCs have already
reached near pre-Covid level
disbursements and are target-
ing to achieve further higher
disbursements in Q4 FY2021. 

"This is expected to push
up the growth rate for FY2021
to 6-8 per cent. Thereafter, we
estimate the growth of 8-10 per
cent for on-book portfolio of
HFCs in FY2022," the agency
said.

According to Icra's vice
president and sector head
Sachin Sachdeva, given the
cash flow stress faced by the
borrowers, the overdues of
HFCs have increased in the
first nine months of FY2021 as
reflected by proforma GNPAs

of around 2.7 per cent as on
December 31, 2020 as com-
pared to reported GNPA of 2.4
per cent as on March 31, 2020. 

The asset quality indicators
could be further impacted in
Q4 FY2021, he said. 

He sees GNPAs of HFCs
for FY2021 to be higher by 50-
100 basis points, compared to
FY2020, and the same to
remain elevated in FY2022 as
well. 

Notwithstanding the
improvement in business in the
last two quarters of FY2021,
relatively lower business growth
than the earlier years, and asset
quality pressures would mod-
erate the profitability for the
HFCs in FY2021, Sachdeva
said. 
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Shares of Dr Reddy's
Laboratories on Monday

jumped 5 per cent after an
expert panel approved emer-
gency use of Russia's Covid-19
vaccine Sputnik V in India,
with certain conditions.

In September last year, the
company had partnered with

the Russian 
Direct Investment Fund

(RDIF) to conduct clinical tri-
als of Sputnik V and for its dis-
tribution rights in India.

The stock gained 4.83 per
cent to close at Rs 4,989.20 on
the BSE. During the day, it
zoomed 7.57 per cent to Rs
5,119.90.

On the National Stock

Exchange (NSE), it rose 4.97
per cent to close at Rs 4,996.95.

It was the biggest gainer on
both the indices.

The company's market val-
uation gained Rs 3,817.36 crore
to Rs 82,966.36 crore on the
BSE. An expert panel of India's
central drug authority has rec-
ommended granting approval
to Russian COVID-19 vaccine

Sputnik V for emergency use in
the country with certain con-
ditions, sources said.The
Subject Expert Committee
(SEC) of the Central Drugs
Standard Control Organization
(CDSCO) on Monday took up
the application of Dr Reddy's
Laboratories seeking emer-
gency use authorisation for
Sputnik V.
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It has been decided that gen-
eral public can visit DDA

Vikas Sadan only through prior
online appointment from
Directors of all departments
and Dy.Directors of Land
Disposal and Housing
Departments during public
hearing hours.(Monday &
Thursday; 2:30PM to 4:30PM).
For ease of general public
Online appointment system
has been developed and made
operational. 

Link and steps for booking
of online appointment is avail-
able on DDA website under
Online Public Service section.

URL for the online
appointment system:
https://citzservices.dda.org.in/

MG George Muthoot
(1949-2021), Group

Chairman of The Muthoot
Group of Companies spent all
his life relentlessly striving to
ensure that millions of mar-
ginalised people across the
length and breadth of our
country benefitted from

Financial Inclusion. His unpar-
alleled philanthropic and CSR
initiatives coupled with huge-
ly popular and affordable prod-
ucts & services provided count-
less Indians with the benefits of
a formal financial system,
transforming their dreams into
productive reality.
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�What are the appropriate
number of antenatal checks
to ensure safe motherhood?

Pregnancy is divided
into three trimesters. In the
first trimester that is up till 12
weeks, once a month visit to
your doctor will suffice. From
12-28 weeks, once in 3/4
weeks is good for your doc-
tor to keep a check on you
and your baby. Then from 28-
36 weeks, it should be fort
nightly. After 36 weeks, your
doctor would need to check
you once a week since you’ll
be approaching your delivery
day.
�What diet and exercise to
follow to have a safe and
healthy motherhood jour-
ney?

One should have a bal-
anced diet in pregnancy.
Proteins in the form of puls-
es, eggs, chicken and fish
should be a part of your
meals. Adequate intake of
fruits and dry fruits is very
important. Milk and milk

products are a good source of
protein and calcium. Try to
have to have three major
meals with healthy snacking
in between. Exercising in

pregnancy
could be
as simple
as a daily
walk for
30-40 min-
utes. Stretching
exercises and yoga exercises
which are safe in pregnancy
and approved by your doctor
may be done under supervi-
sion. Exercise helps alleviate
minor aches and pains of
pregnancy and increases your
chances of having a natural
birth.
�Breastfeed is the best feed
in every motherhood jour-
ney. Why? 

Breast milk is packed
with nutrients and is hygien-
ic. Not to mention, it increas-
es the bonding between a
mother and her baby. It is
loaded with antibodies that
could protect your baby from
a variety of diseases. So try to
exclusively breastfeed your
baby for a minimum of six
months.
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summers, and watermelon
makes it to your priority list.
A refreshing and low
calories summer
fruit, it makes
watermelon all
the more
important to
have in the
season. 

It is made
up of around
90 per cent
water, which
makes the fruit
useful for staying
hydrated. It can also
satisfy a sweet tooth with its
natural sugars.

It also contains antioxi-
dants. These substances can
help remove molecules known
as free radicals, or reactive

species, from the body. The
body produces free radicals
during natural processes, such

as metabolism. They can
also develop through

smoking, air pol-
lution, stress,

and other
environmen-
tal pressures.

The high
water con-
tent in water-
melon and

the other
nutrients help

promote a healthy
gut by preventing con-

stipation and promoting regu-
larity of bowel movements.

Watermelon juice may also
reduce muscle soreness and
improve recovery time follow-
ing exercise in athletes.

Soon after the reports of doc-
tors getting COVID positive
even after receiving both the
vaccine shots made head-

lines, the efficacy of the vaccine
came under question. With people
wondering why to get vaccinated if
one can anyway get infected with
Coronavirus, doctors believe it is
still the best bet.

“It is not correct to think that
getting vaccinated will prevent one
from catching the infection. A fully
vaccinated person can still be infect-
ed but the viral load of such a per-
son will be far less than someone
who is not vaccinated or partially
vaccinated. The antibodies pro-
duced by the vaccine helps in fight-
ing off the virus, which in turn,
reduces the chances of that person
transmitting the virus to other
people,” Dr Deepak Verma, Internal
Medicine, Columbia Asia Hospital,
Ghaziabad, tells you.

There are reports that not
administering the jab at the right
spot can be one of the reasons of  a
person catching the virus, howev-
er, Dr Verma dismisses all these
facts.

“The vaccines approved for
use in India are intramuscular in
nature and a vaccinated person get-
ting COVID has got nothing to do
with how a vaccine is administered
— there is no evidence so far that
a wrong way of administering a vac-

cine can affect its efficacy; howev-
er, it can increase pain, swelling and
reduce the range of motion in that
area,” he says.

Dr Arunesh Kumar, Senior
Consultant & Head Respiratory
Medicine/Pulmonology, Paras
Hospital agrees with Verma and tells
you that there is yet no vaccine that
guarantees 100 per cent protection
against the corona virus. 

“Even if you are vaccinated, you
must follow the safety rules suggest-
ed by doctors. Vaccination is a must
to reduce the transmission rate and
thus everyone must get it. Even after
receiving the COVID-19 vaccine,
we must continue taking all precau-
tions like the use of face cover or
masks, hand sanitisation and main-
tain distancing. These behaviours
must be followed both at the session
site and in general. Vaccination
reduces the severity of disease and
reduce the transmissibility of virus,”
he explains.

However, the rising concerns
may raise doubts in the mind of the
people about getting vaccinated.
But, experts say this is not the way
out.

“One shouldn’t be apprehensive
about getting the vaccination done.
While it doesn’t provide 100 per
cent efficacy, it is still the best bet.
Keeping in mind the current situ-
ation, it is imperative that we must
be on optimum guard. Even after

getting the vaccination done, one
must follow all the safety precau-
tions that are laid out by the
Government. Becoming compla-
cent is one of the major reasons of
people catching the infection even
after the getting the jab,” Dr Verma
tells you.

Dr Satish Kaul, HOD and
Director, Internal medicine,
Narayana Hospital, Gurugram ,
says that vaccines are surely safe if
doses are taken within prescribed
time that too with all required pre-
cautions. 

“We need to understand that
vaccine basically provides protec-
tion from the severity of the disease;
it saves us from getting chronical-
ly sick. It potentially saves us prac-
tically from ICU, ventilators and
oxygen support, it helps to weaken
the mechanism of disease in human
body. Hence, vaccine beneficiaries
are supposed to continue wearing
masks, maintaining social distanc-
ing and COVID appropriate behav-
iour even after getting vaccinated,”
he suggests.

Also after taking second dose
be extra cautious for at least two
weeks, follow all precautionary
measures. “Experts believe that
one has to not get infected for at
least two weeks after getting the sec-
ond dose in order for the vaccine to
be effective. Hence, these two weeks
are the most crucial,” Kaul adds.
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World Parkinson’s Day is celebrated on April 11 in the mem-
ory of Dr James Parkinson’s birthday. It was in 1817, in a

landmark essay, Essay on the Shaking Palsy based on the obser-
vations of six patients, he described the cardinal signs of
Parkinson’s disease, which included, posture, festination of gait
and tremors. More than later 200 years the Parkinson’s disease
remains a clinical diagnosis based on the physician’s observa-
tion of the symptoms of the patient.

Early signs and symptoms: The most common early symp-
tom of Parkinson’s disease is tremors. The typical Parkinsonian
tremors are called pill rolling tremor, it looks like as if the per-
son is rolling pills. The most important characteristics of these
tremors are that they are asymmetric, and usually start on one
side and are suppressed during actions. For example, if the patient
wants to drink a cup of tea the tremor will stop while drinking
but as soon as he puts down the cup, and the hand starts to rest,
the tremor will start. The other common presenting symptom
is slowness. Many patients complain that their hand has
become slow or the range of the hand movement has decreased.
This leads them to seek opinion from Orthopaedic doctors where
the diagnosis gets little delayed. 

The third common symptom again associated with tremors
and slowness is the change in handwriting. It is not surprising
for many patients to be diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease fol-

lowing change in handwriting.
The typical change in handwrit-
ing is that when they start to
write, the letters are legible and
of proper height but as the sen-
tence progresses, they contin-
ue to decrease in the height,
and they become illegible. In
medical terminology we call
this micrographia.

Some patients present with
alteration in the gait. This is a
more common feature in
Parkinson Disease affecting
patients above 60 years of age.
There gait becomes slow and
shuffling. Many times, this gets
attributed to old age and hence
there is a delay in the diagno-
sis. 

Once again, the clue here is asymmetry, one leg becomes slow-
er than the other. It looks like the patient has developed a mild
paralysis and is dragging his feet. Another form of gait difficul-
ty is freezing. Where the legs stick to the ground and it is diffi-
cult for patient to move forward. This is more pronounced when
the patient walks through narrow corridors or in a crowded space.
Occasionally if the gait disturbances is not detected early and
diagnosed correctly it leads to falls and many patients present
with falls, however, falls are not the first symptoms of Parkinson
disease and if patient is suffering from falls than either he is an
advanced Parkinson’s disease patient or is suffering from some
other disorders. 

The third symptom that James Parkinson’s described was
stooped posture. Usually, this is also attributed to old age, if it
occurs in elderly. The change in the posture comes little later.
Some of the subtle symptoms of Parkinson disease that can get
unnoticed are unexplained constipation, sleep disorders, lack of
smell, mask like face and speech disturbances. Many of these
appear much before even the tremor begins. 

Parkinson’s is more commonly seen in elderly patients above
60 years of age. However, a small percentage of patients present
below the age of 40 years. These patients are known as young
onset Parkinson’s disease. A very small percentage of patients can
get this disease below the age of 20 years and this is called Juvenile
Parkinson’s disease.

The diagnosis essentially still remains clinical. When there
is a doubt about the diagnosis, specialised investigations like MRI
or SPECT scans are performed to exclude other pathologies.
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Remaining hydrated at
times is the key to
prevent a heat stroke.

Drinking plenty of water is
the golden rule here. If the
nature of your work keeps
you outdoors, which one
should avoid at all costs
keeping in mind the rising
COVID cases, carry a bot-
tle of water with
you.

Peak sun
hours are
from 10
am to 4
pm. Try
and avoid
going out
during this
time.

Onions are
great to prevent a
heatstroke. Eat them in any
form, though raw would be
best.

The juice of coriander

or basil leaves are also very
effective in keeping the
body cool.

Drink coconut water a
couple of times in a day.

Wear light fabrics that
allow your body to breathe
can keep you cool. Cotton is
the best options. 

Lighter shades do not
absorb heat and helps

to keep the body
cool. 

Wear loose
fitting clothes.

E a t
h e a l t h y .
Yogurt is a
great cool-

ing food
a n d

e a s y
to digest.

Eat more fruits
that are high in water con-
tent. Drink at least two
glasses of buttermilk. 

With rising temperature, it is
essential to keep oneself

hydrated at all times.
ROSHANI DEVI shares

home concoctions that can 
help keep your body 

hydrated and cool
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YOUNG ONES
STAY INDOORS
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Boosting immunity is on everyone’s

cards, more so because of raging
fury of Coronavirus. Ginger, tulsi,
garlic and what not, people want to
have it all. To solve their woes, while
also enhancing their experience of hav-
ing tea, Vahdam India’s 100 per cent
culinary grade Pure Matcha is expert-
ly blended with authentic Indian super-
foods to bring forth the gift of focus,
energy and nutrition. 

Matcha is known to have 137X
antioxidants than regular green tea.
A known rich source of anti-oxidants,
Japanese Matcha green tea improves
focus and aids in boosting metabo-
lism. Combined with various other
Indian superfoods, and adding to its
existing range of Japanese matcha
green teas, Vahdam India continues
to please tea lovers with good health.

Cocoa Japanese Matcha Green
Tea: A scrumptious guilt-free treat,
with the rich sweetness of Cocoa and
the woody kick of cinnamon, this is a
perfect drink to get started with a
matcha wellness routine — for focus
and immunity. Price: �699 for 50
grams.

Ashwagandha Japanese Matcha
Green Tea: With the soothing effects
of ashwagandha and the spicy notes of
cinnamon & black pepper, this blend
combines Ayurvedic wisdom with the
exceptional effects of Matcha. A per-
fect brew to help alleviate stress, focus
better and rejuvenate yourself. Price:
�699 for 50 grams.
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The second wave of COVID-19 is far
deadlier than what it was last year.
This time round, the cause for alarm

is two-fold. First, even those who have been
vaccinated have tested positive. Second,
more and more children are falling victim
to the virus. An AIIMS report in November
2020 revealed that almost 40 per cent of all
the persons who tested positive for coron-
avirus across age groups were found to be
asymptomatic and 73.5 per cent, the high-
est proportion of asymptomatic cases was
reported among children below the age of
12. 

Come March 2021, and the number of
children who have tested positive has
reached alarming proportions. Dr Merlin
Moni, Division of Infectious Diseases,
Amrita Hospital, Kochi says that scientific
explanation for the increase in the number
of cases in kids is at present incomplete.

“However, they are issues specific 15
children which could contribute to current
increasing number. All schools reopening
with challenges on mask, social distancing,
rising community spread and lack of vac-
cine for them is making them vulnerable.
Studies have already proven that there
could be as much as three times increased
number of cases with school reopening. In
addition, there could be variants which are
evaluating especially in the scenario of com-
plete vaccination,” Moni explains. Another
reason, one is told, could be due to: New
viral variant which will alter behaviour of
the virus.

There is a silver lining though. Most of
the vaccines which are already being
approved for the adults could be used in chil-
dren but the phase II, III, IV trials are lag-
ging for them.

“Many vaccines have already complet-
ed trials in adolescents (above 12 years) and
have generated safety and efficacy profile of
the vaccine, similar to over18 years’ age
group. However, the trials in special popu-
lations including younger age group is on
its way. Pregnancy and lactation are other
categories for which data regarding vaccine
use is lagging. The solution to this situation
bears no shortcuts,” Moni tells you.

Another  plus is that while more chil-
dren are getting infected and becoming
symptomatic as compared to the first wave,
the number requiring intensive care is
negligible. 

Dr Rachna Sharma, senior consultant,
Paediatrics ICU, Centre for Child Health,
BLK Super Speciality Hospital in the Capital
tells you that the situation is definitely alarm-
ing at present. “As compared to last year,
even asymptomatic kids are now testing pos-
itive. There is no single reason for this. The
new variant, no masks, no social distancing
when an adult in the house tests positive are
some of the reasons,” she tells you.

The solution is simple. First, keep the
kids indoors at all times. “Second, when an
adult in the house tests positive keep them
away.  The young, people under 45 need to
be extremely careful since the vaccine
doesn’t include them. One has to behave like
responsible citizens. The fact that so many
doctors have also tested positive goes to
show there is need to tread with caution.
Third, wearing a mask, maintaining social
distancing, not go out and when adults do
so, maintain COVID-19 SOP and keep away
from social gathering can go a long way in
keeping the children as well as the adults
safe,” Sharma says.
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We are currently facing a
situation unlike any
other. As we watch the

world slowly emerge from the
pandemic, it’s only natural to have
feelings of anxiousness and stress
about what the future holds. If we,
as adults, feel this way, then it’s only
logical that our children will feel
it as well, and they may not pos-
sess the same ability to rationalise
the current state of the world. In
such a situation, the mechanisms
provided by socio-emotional learn-
ing proves crucial for students and
parents. It equips students to ratio-
nalise, analyse and navigate
through difficult and stressful
times, something they will carry
with them into the workforce and
as adults. So now you can see the
importance schools must place
on the socio-emotional develop-
ment of students and how they
come into play. The vital role that

teachers and schools will now
play will be in providing parents
with the correct guidance, advice
and support in helping students
manage their stress.

Here are the three main things
parents should keep in mind while
helping their children:

�Talk to them about the current
situation

The pandemic has been
around long enough, and its effects
will continue to be there, both
good and bad. Avoiding difficult
conversations will only make mat-
ters more confusing and stressful
for children. Parents should calm-
ly explain the current scenario to
children, and work with them
through their feelings. By doing so,
parents will be better preparing
them for uncertain situations and
how they can cope with it in
future.

Remember to be truthful in sit-
uations where you may not have
the answer. Children will appreci-
ate the honesty and learn that it is
ok that we don’t always know
everything. Do not pretend like
nothing is wrong. Kids are more
intuitive than we think and they
can pick up when things are not
right. It’s important to acknowl-
edge and validate their feelings of
fear, and let them know that it is
ok to have those feelings.

Balance out the conversations
by ensuring to share some good
news as well, let them know that
it’s not all bad out there. And most
importantly, make sure conversion
is continuous. Encourage them to
talk to you, communicate with you
and make sure to check on their
feelings at frequent intervals.

�Helping them deal with big
and difficult feelings

We are all going through a
whole host of emotions, sometimes
it’s almost like a rollercoaster.
While it’s completely ok to expe-
rience this range of feelings, it’s not
good to remain distressed. Staying
in a state of distress prevents one
from thinking clearly and can also
affect one's learning. This is
because the brain goes into a state
of ‘Fight or Flight’ and the brain is
looking for the fastest response but
not the best response. To help stu-
dents work through this, we have
to teach them how to first identi-
fy their feelings. Teach your chil-
dren what being in distress means
or feels like, and what are the dif-
ferent emotions that could cause it;
is it anger, frustration, disappoint-
ment etc. Once they have identi-
fied the emotions, the next step is
to teach them how to cope with it.
Give children a few tools to help
them manage the emotions, like

giving kids a hug to make them feel
safe or deep breathing, slow body
movements to help them slow
down their mind and emotions.
Once they have coped with their
big overwhelming feelings, now is
the time to solve the problem.
Teach them that once they have
reached a calmer stage, their minds
will be in a better place to think of
the best solution and not the
fastest solution to the problem. So
now, you can both revisit the
problem together and assess what
possible solutions you can come up
to tackle the problem at hand.

�Proactive tools to make your
family feel safe

Proactive tools or strategies are
those which help us take charge of
our own decision making and
problem-solving. These help us

plan for specific issues or scenar-
ios that may arise and be prepared
for them. Being prepared and
ready will only help children feel
more confident and secure when
the situation arises as they won’t be
lost or confused with how to react.
The important proactive tools to
equip children with is helping
them schedule their day, and to fol-
low a routine. If they know how the
day is going to be, it helps them be
more prepared both emotionally
and mentally.

Other important tools for chil-
dren are adequate exercise, sleep,
food and water. Many studies prove
that children need up to one full
hour of exercise in a day which
helps with their mental and phys-
ical health.

Last but not least, it’s important
for students to stay connected with

people, be it family that doesn’t live
with them or their friends who they
would otherwise play with at
school. Staying connected with
their friends is critical to their hap-
piness, as it gives them companion-
ship and helps maintain good
mental health. Make sure to cele-
brate all the birthdays, anniver-
saries, holidays like you would
otherwise, follow patterns that you
would outside of this pandemic. By
staying connected with the world
around them will help students to
have a sense of normality through
these tough times.

By keeping the above advice in
mind parents, teachers and schools
for that matter can keep an open
line of communication with the
children, allowing them to address
their feelings and rationally work
through them without getting over-
whelmed or stressed out about it.
Balancing the socio-emotional
development of children, and help-
ing them appropriately navigate
through this time gives students the
skills which they carry with them
into adulthood and learn how to
stop, analyse, and problem solve
whenever they come upon a diffi-
cult situation.

(The writer is the MD of The
Green Acres Academy.)

Dreams truly have come
true for Mrunal

Thakur, who someday
hoped to star in a Rakeysh
Omprakash Mehra film
after watching Bhaag Milkha
Bhaag. The actor is now part
of the ensemble starcast of
Mehra’s sports drama
Toofaan in association with
Excel Entertainment and
ROMP Pictures.

With Toofaan, Mrunal,
who has worked with some
of the leading names in the
industry early in her career,
now got the opportunity to
work with both Farhan
Akhtar and Rakeysh
Omprakash Mehra, both of
whom she’s had deep admi-
ration for.

Says Mrunal Thakur, “I
kind of manifested it, I
believe. I remember watch-
ing Bhaag Milkha Bhaag
alone in a theatre during my
college days and I wrote a
huge note just assuming
that Rakeysh sir would one
day read my message. At
that time I didn’t even know
I would be an actor.
Working with Excel is like a
dream, especially when you
have a combination of
Farhan and Rakeysh sir. We
were completely pampered
and the treatment on set was
so amazing.”

The actor is also excit-
ed that Toofaan is releasing
on the OTT platform, mak-
ing the film accessible to a
global audience. She adds,
“The fact that the film is
releasing in 240 countries
and territories on the OTT
platform is a blessing in dis-

guise because there are no
geographical barriers here.
I’m glad that the film is on
Amazon since I love their
content. A film like Toofaan,
which is inspirational, is
most needed at a time like
this to motivate people dur-

ing a pandemic.”
The film, the inspira-

tional sports drama pro-
duced by Ritesh Sidhwani,
Rakeysh Omprakash Mehra
and  Farhan Akhtar will pre-
miere on Amazon Prime
Video on May 21.

Actor Parineeti Chopra says she has
always tried to change the narrative

of how women should be portrayed on
screen right from her debut. Parineeti
with her superlative performances in
Ladies Vs Ricky Bahl, Ishaqzaade,
Shuddh Desi Romance, Hasee Toh
Phasee, among others had established
herself as an effective, unconventional
counterpoint to the Bollywood norm
that heroines should play a certain type
of roles and look a certain way.

Parineeti says, “I strongly feel that
actresses have to change the narrative
of how women are portrayed on screen.
Right from my debut, I have tried to do
this. I have always taken it on myself to
do something out of the ordinary, not
portray the quintessential heroine that
Bollywood has tried to depict for ages.”

Pari, through her last three releas-
es The Girl On The Train (TGOTT),
Sandeep Aur Pinky Faraar (SAPF) and
Saina, has shown her intent to play
diverse roles that brought to screen con-
fident, unconventional heroines who are
in control of their own destiny.

She says, “My last three films -
TGOTT, SAPF and Saina were also an
attempt by me to give varied, bold, con-
fident, ambitious heroines to the audi-
ence. My forthcoming film choices
will resonate this thought process too
because I definitely want to do my bit
to portray women better.”

Pari wishes that all the actresses in
Bollywood should be conscious about
how they represent women on screen.
She says, “If all of us are able to change
the way women are presented on screen,
it will go a long way in changing the
perception of girls in our society.
Cinema can impact the minds of the
audience and so, let us use this medi-
um to affect positive changes in our
society.”

LET IT
ALL OUT 
LET IT
ALL OUT
AB�:� �:A='�
������	���	�������
���	����	��������	��
����	��	�������	��
������	������	��
����	��%����	����� @- 1 1� ���
�� ���$���$���	�(��$
��
	(

�� � �2
$�1
2�	
���
8 ��� �
	(� �5
���(�
� �1
� ��	�$���8 ���
	�� ����	#

	���� 2��
	����#�$���� 	����	4(�
� 
	
����4��5���A(��1�
��
	���
�
�#	
�� �4 

	��8
���
� ��� ����  ��	4(�
��� 
���
	��� �
�� 1�#	
����
������(�
#��
��
8 ��� 1A

���)�)�����"��:�)
)���� ) �����"��
:�))� ��6� ����)���

Toofaan a dream project for Mrunal 



������1�( )

Sanju Samson’s sensational hun-
dred on his captaincy debut

went in vain as young pacer
Arshdeep Singh held his nerve in
the final over to help Punjab Kings
pull off a thrilling four-run win over
Rajasthan Royals in a high-scoring
IPL game here on Monday.

KL Rahul (91 off 50) and
Deepak Hooda (64 off 28) powered
Punjab Kings to an imposing 221
for six after being put in to bat on
a batting beauty.

Samson almost took RR home
with a breathtaking 119 off 63 balls
but was caught off the game’s final
ball with left-arm pacer Arshdeep
defending 13 runs in the last over.
Samson, who effortlessly struck
seven sixes and 12 fours, was so
confident of taking his team home
that he refused a single to Chris
Morris on penultimate ball of the
game when Royals needed five runs
off two balls. In the end, it was not
to be for Royals as Punjab scraped
through.

Chasing 222, Rajasthan lost
opener Ben Stokes (0) early.
Arshdeep then removed Manan
Vohra (12) as he lobbed a regula-
tion return catch, leaving Royals in
trouble at 25 for two.

Samson and Jos Buttler (25),
who struck four successive bound-
aries off Riley Meredith, tried to
take the game deep with a 45-run
stand. Pacer Jhye Richardson
pegged Rajasthan back by cleaning
up Buttler.

Samson, who was dropped
twice, completed his fifty with a
boundary and kept playing his
shots to keep his team in the game
despite losing partners at the other
end. Royals fetched 26 runs from
the 14th and 15th over and then

Murugan Ashwin conceded three
sixes in the 16th over, as Royals
amassed 20 runs, to bring down the
equation to 48 runs from the last
four.

Samson hammered Richardson
for two boundaries and a six in the
18th over, in which Royals got 19
runs and took his team on the cusp
of a fine win before falling short.

Despite the win, Punjab will be
worried that their expensive fast
bowling recruits from Australia,
Jhye Richardson and Riley
Meredith, leaked 55 and 49 runs
respectively in their four overs.

Earlier, Rahul smashed seven
fours and five sixes while Hooda,
playing his first game since the last
IPL, plundered six maximums and
four boundaries to fire Punjab past
200.

They lost opener Mayank
Agarwal (14) early, who edged it
back to Samson for IPL debutant
Chetan Sakariya’s first wicket.

He ended being the pick of the
bowlers, conceding only five runs
in the 20th over.

Rahul, who got his first four
with a glance to the fine-leg fence,
and Chris Gayle (40 off 28) gave the
team a good start with their 67-run
stand.

Rahul got a ‘life’ after Ben
Stokes dropped him at the fence in
the seventh over even as Gayle,
looked in his elements.

The duo then took on Stokes,
as Gayle hit his 350th IPL six, a pull
over deep square in the 8th over
with Punjab racing to 70 for one.

Gayle was dropped by leggie
Rahul Tewatia (0/25) off his own
bowling and the very next ball, the
left-hander smashed a six.

However, in the 10th over,
Riyan Parag (1/7) removed Gayle,
who was holed out to Stokes in the
deep.

Rahul then changed gears and
got to his fifty with a six over
Shivam Dube’s (0/20) head in the
13th over.

Hooda then smashed two max-
imums in the same over and then
struck three sixes off Shreyas Gopal
(0/40) in the next as Punjab went
ballistic. It was Rahul and Hooda’s

show at the Wankhede that
made the difference to

their total as the duo
tore into the opposition
attack on way to to

their 105-run stand. 
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Fresh from their clinical display against
Sunrisers Hyderabad, two-time champions

Kolkata Knight Riders will look to set the
record straight against nemesis Mumbai
Indians in their second match here on
Tuesday.

They have won just once in their last 12
games against MI, and have an overall lop-
sided 6-21 head-to-head record.

Having missed the last two playoffs, KKR
looked a completely different unit, in the man-
ner in which they defeated SRH on Sunday.

Be it the aggression shown by the top-
order or the explosive finish by Dinesh
Karthik, KKR’s displayed a fearless approach
under skipper Eoin Morgan.

The left-right opening combination of
Nitish Rana and Shubman Gill started to
attack right from the first ball, clearly indicat-
ing that the new approach had Morgan’s suc-
cess mantra written all over it.

But on Tuesday it will all boil down to bat-
tle of wits between Morgan and Rohit Sharma,
under whose captaincy MI has
won a record fifth IPL title last
season in UAE.

MI will pose real chal-
lenge for KKR as the title
hoders would be desperate to
secure their first win of the sea-
son after their two-wicket loss to
Royal  Chal lengers
Bangalore in the IPL
opener.

KRR found it easy
against SRH bowlers,
which lacked fire-
power but in Jasprit
Bumrah and Trent
Boult, MI attack
will be a complete-
ly different propo-
sition.

Gill’s struggle
to bat at T20
pace has
been a
concern
for KKR
and it
will be

interesting to see the young
opener’s approach against
the finest in the business. In
his debut match for MI,
Chris Lynn was their top-
scorer, albeit with some
stroke of luck as he sur-
vived some edges and
mishits.

But now with
Quinton de Kock avail-

able for selection, MI
may  may go back to
their preferred left-
right opening com-
bination of Rohit
and de Kock.
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Bayern Munich midfielder
Joshua Kimmich is con-

vinced the holders can beat
Paris Saint-Germain at the Parc
des Princes on Tuesday in their
Champions League quarter-
final second leg to reach the last
four.

“I believe that we will
progress, because we’re the bet-
ter team,” Kimmich told the
club’s website.

Bayern need to overturn a
3-2 defeat from last week’s first
leg in Munich.

“We were the better team in
the first leg, but unfortunately
the result didn’t correspond to
the performance,” added
Kimmich.

“Nevertheless, I’m confi-
dent that we can still turn it
around in the second leg.”

Despite peppering the PSG
goal with 31 shots, 12 on target,

Bayern lost the first leg at home
after Kylian Mbappe converted,
twice, and Marquinhos scored as
PSG had just four shots on tar-
get.

“In the first leg, they threat-
ened three times and scored
three times,” said Kimmich.

“Apart from that, I don’t
remember Paris having that
many chances.

“Overall, our attack had
more possession and more
chances. Now we have to take
these chances.”


	��� <8
 00��(1�9

South Africa levelled their
four-match T20

International series against
Pakistan with a comfortable
six-wicket win in the second
match at the Wanderers in
Johannesburg on Monday.

Left-arm spinner George
Linde and fast bowler Lizaad
Williams took three wickets
each as Pakistan were restrict-
ed to 140 for nine in their 20
overs. 

Captain Babar Azam
made 50 for Pakistan.

Aiden Markram led an
aggressive South African reply,
hitting 54 off 30 balls, and the
hosts romped to victory with
six overs to spare.

Stand-in captain Heinrich
Klaasen made 36 not out from
21 balls and added 49 runs for
fifth wicket with George Linde
(20 off 10 balls, 2 sixes).

The third game of the
four-game series is  on
Wednesday. 

>
2 �	��
	�� 
�
��+E ��11���

*��#
�
��
�
��! �
��

:���
��

����� ����
	�
�,�
'
������+���

*:@��.-��	������
���@��	
��	�,�	

#��������	
��
��*�����+������
�,�
�����	���
	

 ���
��*������#���
	�*: �
��������	
���
�
���

��
�
�)

�
#�(���
�
��
	��
����	
��������
�
������
�
���
�����
�����	����! : �
�����������
�� F! :

�:�9:=�	�0�-:.

����� 

�00 )

Left-arm wrist spinner Kuldeep
Yadav may have struggled to

keep a place in the playing eleven
of the national team as well as in
the Kolkata Knight Riders side but
veteran off-spinner Harbhajan
Singh does not see anything wrong
with his bowling and said he would
come back stronger.

Once a vital cog in India and
KKR’s attack, the chinaman bowler
has struggled recently and he is not
a regular in the playing XI.

“I don’t see anything with
Kuldeep’s bowling. He’s been a
match-winner for Team India and
for KKR. I’m sure he will come
good for KKR and also later on for
Team India as well,” Harbhajan
said, strongly backing the fellow
KKR spinner.

Last season, Kuldeep returned
with just one wicket in five match-
es, of which he was not given the
ball in one. Kuldeep was also a
member of the Indian squads in the
recent series against Australia and
England.

But he played in only one
ODI in Australia and one Test and
two ODIs against England without
any noteworthy performances.

“Kuldeep is a big matchwinner.
Nobody told him how to bowl
when he first played for India. He
still has the same skill-set which has
in fact improved now. It’s about
time,” Harbhajan said.

“He is putting the same
efforts. Knowing Kuldeep Yadav,
I know he’s a hard work-
er and he will come
back strong. This is
part and parcel of a
player and has hap-
pened with many
great bowlers.”

KKR skipper
Eoin Morgan
p r e s s e d
Harbhajan into
action in the very
first over to get a
match-up with
David Warner.

“My goal has
always been to play
cricket. I was a bit
nervous initially and
then I told myself to
relax myself and bowl
the way I’ve been
doing all these years.
Glad that I bowled
that first over well.”

Harbhajan was

not given the ball again in the
match which Morgan later
described to his match-up strate-
gy, but the off-spinner did not

mind. “I was waiting to bowl
more but it didn’t hap-

pen. I’m sure going
forward I'll be
bowling many
more overs for

KKR and win
those small little

moments.”
KKR started

off their campaign
in an emphatic man-
ner, defeating SRH
by 10 runs and
Harbhajan hoped

that they would come
good this season, hav-

ing missed the play-offs
in 2019 and 2020.

“We have got all the
bases covered in terms
of batting and bowling.
We have got a great
setup of youngsters in
batting and bowling. I
feel we have a great

chance, we just need to
back ourselves and set
standards high,” he con-

cluded. 


