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Out of every third Covid-19
infection globally on daily

basis, one is now from India.
The grim statistic underlines
the fact that India’s situation is
far worse than the rest of the
world, which is now recovering
from the onset of the deadly
second wave. The country
reported 2,74,944 cases and
1,620 deaths during the last 24
hours by Sunday midnight.

On Saturday, globally a
total of 7.84 lakh new infections
were reported, out of which
India alone contributed 2.60
lakh cases. The US and Brazil,
the two others worst-affected
countries, added 63,000 and
65,000 fresh cases respectively.

However, India is better
placed when it came to the
daily death count. Out of a total
of 11,596 deaths reported glob-
ally on Saturday, India added
only 1,495. Brazil is seeing the
worst death count. The coun-
try reported 2,865 deaths even
as its total fresh cases were
nearly four times less 
than India. On the other hand,
the US recorded 738 deaths 
on Saturday.

India’s daily count contin-
ued to be led by Maharashtra
which reported 68,631 cases
and 503 deaths on Sunday,
followed by Uttar Pradesh
which reported 30,5666 new
cases and 127 deaths.

National Capital 
Delhi reported 25,462 new
cases,  Karnataka 19,067,
Chhattisgarh 12,345, Kerala

18,257 cases, Tamil Nadu
10,527, Rajasthan 10,514,
Gujarat 10,340 cases. Reports
from Uttar Pradesh said a life
is lost to Covid every 11 min-
utes as 129 people died due to
corona infection despite the
imposition of night curfew and
weekend lockdown. State addi-
tional  Chief  Secretary  Health
Amit Mohan Prasad said here
on Sunday  there are 1,91,457
active cases in the State . 

Lucknow recorded the
highest number of 5,551 new
infections in the State.  In the
last 24 hours, 22 people have

died in Lucknow while there
are 47,700 active cases. A total
of 2,011, new infections were
reported in Varanasi.  Ten 
people have died here in the
last 24 hours. 

Kanpur overtook Prayagraj
on Sunday. Here 1,839 new
infected have been found while
eight people have died. 
The graph of death is increas-
ing in Prayagraj too.  Here 15
people have died in the last 24
hours and 1,711 new cases
have been found.

New infections are increas-
ing unexpectedly in Ghazipur

and Jhansi. A total of  954 cases
have been reported in Jhansi,
858 in Bareilly and 814 in
Ghazipur,  782 in Meerut, 781
in Gorakhpur, 700 in Gautam
Budh Nagar, 590 in Lakhimpur
Kheri, 566 in Unnao, 511 in
Jaunpur, 486 in Sultanpur and
440 in Agra. 

Prasad said in view of the
fast-growing infection in the
State, instructions have been
given to construct a 200 
bedded Covid hospitals in the
big cities as well as in 
small districts.

Continued on Page 2
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Lucknow: The Political editor of
The Pioneer, Tavishi Srivastva,
died of Covid-19 on Sunday. She
was 73. Tavishi was admitted to
the Covid hospital  of the KGMU
on Sunday morning after she
reported breathlessness and
fever. She was shifted to ICU in
the evening after her condition
deteriorated and at night she suc-
cumbed to Covid.

She started her career as
freelancer with The Pioneer and
later  climbed the ladder of suc-
cess through her hard-
work. Her column Ulta
Pradesh in Sunday
Edition of Agenda was
quite popular.
Political leaders,
social activists and
journalists con-
doled her death.
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In the wake of rising coron-
avirus cases in the national

Capital with the city logging
over 25,000 new Covid-19
cases, 161 deaths in a day,
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal has written to the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and appealed to the Centre to
reserve at least 7,000 beds for
Covid patients.

The Central Government
hospitals have around 10,000
beds in Delhi out of which
1,800 are Covid beds.

He said  he spoke to Home
Minister Amit Shah earlier in
the day and informed him of
the dire need of beds and oxy-
gen in Delhi. Kejriwal said he
had also informed Union

Health Minister Dr Harsh
Vardhan of the same on
Saturday.

The CM said apart from
the Commonwealth Games
Complex, Yamuna Sports
Complex,  Radha Soami
Satsang Beas, beds are being
set up in some Delhi schools.
He added that within 2-3
days, the Delhi government
will set up more than 6,000
oxygen beds and will arrange
more high flow oxygen beds
in the city.

Continued on Page 2
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The Delhi Government has
lodged an FIR against four

airlines for failing to check the
Covid-19 test reports of all pas-
sengers travelling to the nation-
al capital from Maharashtra.

The order has reportedly
been issued by the Kejriwal-led
Delhi Government for taking
action against Indigo, Vistara,
SpiceJet and Air Asia. The pro-
ceedings will be held under the
Disaster Management Act
(DDMA), 2005. Also, FIR filed
against two private hospitals for
showing inaccurate data regard-
ing beds on corona app.
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As Covid-19 cases continue
to spread like wildfire  in

India, health experts have said
the second wave of the deadly
virus is proving lethal to the
younger people who are show-
ing entirely different symp-
toms such as dry mouth, gas-
trointestinal issues, nausea,
loose stools, red eyes and
headache.

Besides, the  double mutant
of the coronavirus which can’t
be detected by the Covid-19
RTPCR test has symptoms
such as sore throat and fatigue.
At the same time, a majority of
symptom of the disease remain
the same in the second wave.
including fever, chills, body
ache, loss of smell and taste,
and loss of breath or respiratory
complications.

Other symptoms which

were not very common among
Covid-19 patients in India last
year, are being reported with
greater frequencies. These
symptoms are pink eyes, loose
motions, and hearing impair-
ment. For instance, studies
have pointed out that if you
have a prickly, itchy throat,  or
if you feel some swelling, it can
be indicators of a sore throat,
which is one of the most com-
mon symptoms of Covid-19

infection. “This symptom has
been seen in over 52 per cent
of cases globally. It is better to
start taking precautions,” said
Dr GS Grewal from SAS
Grewal  Multi-Super Speciality
Hospital in Ludhiana.

Experts the UK have point-
ed out that a lot of Covid-19
patients are reporting weakness
as one of the initial signs of
infection. 

Continued on Page 2
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Even before Maharashtra
stumps out the deadly sec-

ond wave of the Covid-19, the
State is apprehending a third
wave, too. Maharashtra
Cabinet Minister Aaditya
Thackeray on Sunday said a
third wave of Covid-19 was
likely soon, though it cannot be
determined now if it will be as
strong as or weaker than  the
second wave. 

He also said even if vacci-
nation did not help right away,
it will help prepare for the
future. “Every decision the
State is taking today is based on
the task force we created last
year...as per science and med-
ical facts, not by politics,”
Thackeray, the Maharashtra
Tourism and Environment
Minister, Aaditya said  at the
NDTV Solutions Summit.

“We have come to the gen-
uine belief that under-report-
ing is not going to help...Now
we are preparing for the third
wave. We have five lakh beds,
70 per cent of them oxygenat-
ed,” he said.

Continued on Page 2
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Antibodies induced by
SARS-CoV-2 infection are

shown to largely protective, but
they do not completely protect
against reinfection in young
people, a longitudinal, a
prospective study published in
The Lancet Respiratory
Medicine has said.

“Our findings indicate that
reinfection by SARS-CoV-2 in
healthy young adults is com-
mon” said Stuart Sealfon, MD,
the Sara B and Seth M
Glickenhaus Professor of
Neurology at the Icahn School
of Medicine at Mount Sinai and
senior author of the paper.

“Despite a prior Covid-19
infection, young people can
catch the virus again and may
still transmit it to others. This is

an important point to know and
remember as vaccine rollouts
continue. Young people should
get the vaccine whenever possi-
ble since vaccination is necessary
to boost immune responses,
prevent reinfection, and reduce
transmission,” he added.

The study, conducted
between May and November
2020, revealed that around 10
percent (19 out of 189) of par-
ticipants who were previously
infected with SARS-CoV-s
(seropositive) became rein-
fected, compared with new
infections in 50 percent (1.079
out of 2,247) of participants
who had not been previously
infected (seronegative). 

Continued on Page 2

��	�� +�6�2�780

Former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh on

Sunday wrote to PM Narendra
Modi suggesting several ways to
fight the Covid-19 pandemic in
the country. Singh highlighted
the need for augmenting vacci-
nation drive and clarity on how
the supply of vaccine will be dis-
tributed across States based on
a transparent formula. “We
must resist the temptation to
look at absolute numbers vac-
cinated and instead focus on the
percentage of population vac-
cinated,” Singh wrote.

The former PM said the
States should be given some
flexibility to define categories
of frontline workers who can be

vaccinated even if they are
below 45 years of age. For
example, States may want to
designate school teachers, bus,
three-wheeler and taxi drivers,
municipal and panchayat staff
possibly as frontline workers.
They can then be vaccinated
even if they are below 45,
Singh wrote to Modi.

Continued on Page 2
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The Congress on Sunday
unleashed a well-calibrated

move to corner the Modi
Government over its handling
of the Covid-19 situation.

In an apparent effort to
show the mirror to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi whose
Assembly elections rallies in
West Bengal is seeing huge
gatherings, former Congress
chief Rahul Gandhi suspended
his election rallies in the State
due to the pandemic surge.  At
the same time, former Finance
Minister Chidambaram also
took a swipe at Modi for his
poll preoccupation.

Rahul said he will be sus-
pending his remaining engage-
ments in West Bengal due to
the Covid-19 surge and urged
all political leaders to “think

about the consequences of
holding large public rallies”.

“In view of the Covid sit-
uation, I am suspending all my
public rallies in West Bengal.
I would advise all political
leaders to think deeply about
the consequences of holding
large public rallies under the

current circumstances,” Rahul
wrote on Twitter.

His announcement comes
a day after the country saw its
highest single-day spike of over
2.61 lakh Covid-19 cases and
the numbers of active cases sur-
passed the 18 lakh-mark.

Despite the surge in daily
Covid-19 cases, election cam-
paigning in West Bengal con-
tinues to be in full swing. On
Sunday, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah too held
multiple rallies and roadshows
in the state. Similarly, Modi,
who is the face of BJP’s West
Bengal campaign, held multi-
ple rallies in the state on
Saturday. 

At a rally in Asansol, Modi
had said he was “elated” to see
the large crowd that had gath-
ered on the ground.

Continued on Page 2
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With a “good” feedback
about the performance of

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel in the just-
concluded Assam Assembly
polls, the results of which are
awaited, the Congress High
Command is now considering
to utilise his political and elec-
tion management acumen in
Uttar Pradesh that goes to
polls early next year.

When the Congress roped
in Baghel to take charge of
Assam Assembly poll, the party
was nowhere in the race. But
three months down the line, he
turned the Assam election into
a cliff-hanger.

AICC sources said Baghel’s
name is being discussed for
larger responsibilities in the

longer run. “Whatever the out-
come on May 2, even the
Assam State unit has given a
respectable feedback about
Baghel and his team to the top
leaders of the party,” a senior

AICC leader said.
While Baghel is back to

his State following the con-
clusion of the polls in the
North Eastern State after cre-
at ing a  buzz that  the
Congress- led Mahajot
alliance is on a stronger wick-
et in Assam, AICC leaders are
keen on giving him a similar
responsibi l ity  in Uttar
Pradesh. A decision is to be
taken soon in this regard, the
leader added.

Baghel’s decision-making
team in Assam comprised his
political secretary Vinod
Verma, his media adviser
Ruchir Garg, and Raipur MLA
Vikas Upadhyay. Parliamentary
Affairs adviser to the CM
Rajesh Tiwari formed the core
advisory group for the Assam
poll preparations. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Delhi Government
approached police on

Sunday to lodge FIRs against
four airlines for failing to check
RT-PCR test reports of pas-
sengers arriving from
Maharashtra, officials said.

These complaints against
Vistara, Indigo, SpiceJet and Air
Asia have been filed under the
Disaster Management Act, they
said.

In view of the increasing
number of COVID-19 patients,
the Delhi government had last
week ordered that a negative
RT-PCR test report not older
than 72 hours prior to under-
taking the journey shall be
compulsory for all people arriv-
ing from Maharashtra by air. 

Passengers found without
a negative report will have to
remain in quarantine for 14
days. 

"It has been observed that
a large number of passengers
took flights from Maharashtra
to Delhi without a valid RT-
PCR report. The Delhi gov-
ernment has written to the
SHO of Indira Gandhi

International Airport to lodge
FIRs against Indigo, SpiceJet,
Vistara and Air Asia," a senior
Delhi government official said.

Delhi police officials said
they have received the com-
plaint.

"We are looking into the
matter. No FIR has been regis-
tered yet," a police official said. 

When contacted, an Air
Asia spokesperson said,
"AirAsia India confirms that we
are in compliance with guide-
lines and protocols issued by
the respective regulatory bod-
ies. We would also like to clar-
ify that we have not received
any information from any
authority on this matter."

"IndiGo has not received
any FIR against it as is being
reported in certain media
channels," a representative of
IndiGo said.

There was no response
from Vistara and SpiceJet
authorities.

The decision to mandato-
rily ask for COVID negative
report from passengers from
Maharashtra was taken fol-
lowing the exponential rise in
COVID-19 cases in the city.
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More than 6,000 people have
been vaccinated against

Covid-19 at 'mandis' in Punjab
during the ongoing procure-
ment of crops, according to an
official statement on Sunday.  

In addition to putting in
place adequate Covid-19 proto-
cols at the 154 mandis (whole-
sale markets), the state govern-
ment has started special camps
to inoculate all stakeholders and
has so far vaccinated more than
6,000 eligible persons.

Kanpur (UP):The stringent
National Security Act (NSA)
will be invoked against three
people, including two medical
representatives, who were
arrested on Thursday for
alleged black-marketing of
Remdesivir injections amid a
spike in Covid-19 infections.

Kanpur Police
Commissioner Asim Arun said
smuggling and selling of the
drug required for COVID-19
treatment "is a crime against
humanity. The decision to slap
the stringent NSA against the
accused persons has been
taken." The formalities for slap-
ping the NSA must be com-
pleted before the accused could
seek bail from court, Arun said.

The three people were
arrested here on Thursday for
alleged black-marketing of
Remdesivir injections. PTI

New Tehri: Hoodwinking the
authorities, 20 patients escaped
from a Covid care centre at
Narendra Nagar here, officials
said here on Sunday.

The matter came to light
when doctors visited the wards
at the centres on Saturday night
for a regular check-up, Chief
Medical Superintendent Niraj
Rai said. Thirty-eight people
were being treated there, of
which 20 were found missing,
said Chief Medical Officer
Suman Arya. Two of those
who escaped belonged to
Uttarakhand while the rest
were from outside the state, she
said.

PTI
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As the Covid-19 crisis wors-
ened in the State on

Sunday, Maharashtra recorded
the highest-ever 503 Covid-19
triggered deaths and an all
time-high of 68,631 infections.

A day after the State logged
an all-time high of 67,123 infec-
tions and second highest-ever
daily Covid toll of 419, the sit-
uation deteriorated further in
Maharashtra as the state wit-
nessed record number of deaths
and infections in the state.

With 503 deaths reported
on Sunday, the state notched a
highest-ever toll ever since the
pandemic broke out in the
state in March-April last year.
The State had earlier recorded
the highest toll (424) on
October 2, 2020.

Similarly, with 68,631 infec-
tions, the state surpassed the
highest-ever daily caseload of
67,123 recorded on Saturday.

With 403 new deaths and
68,631 infections, the total
number of deaths in the state

climbed to 60,473, while the
total number of infections in
the state rose from  37,70,707
to 38,39,338.     

As 45,654 patients were dis-
charged from the hospitals
across the state after full recov-
ery, the total number of people
discharged from the hospitals
since the second week of March
last year went up to 31,06,828.
The recovery rate in the state for
the first time in several days
dropped from 81.18 per cent to
80.92 per cent. The total “active
cases” total cases in the state rose
from 6,47,933 to 6,70,388. The
fatality rate in the state dropped
from 1.59 per cent to 1.58 per
cent.

With 53 fresh deaths, the
Covid-19 toll in Mumbai rose
from 12,301 to 12,354, while
the infected cases went up by
8468 to trigger a jump in the
infections from  5,71,018 to
5,79,486. While Pune account-
ed for a maximum 1,22,486
“active cases” in the state,
Thane stood second with
86,732. PTI

New Delhi: Delhi's Chandni
Chowk market will remain
shut till April 25 in view of the
exponential rise in Covid-19
cases, the traders association
announced on Sunday.

The Delhi Kirana
Committee of Khari Baoli
Market and the Chemical
Merchant Association of Tilak
Bazaar also announced closure
of markets till April 21.

"Today Chandni Chowk
Sarv Vyapar Mandal in an
emergency meeting with its
members has decided to
request its members to keep
their establishment closed till
April 25 in light of very serious
condition of the virus spread-
ing at a very large volumes. We
will take a decision after assess-
ing the condition on next
Sunday," Chandni Chowk
traders body president Sanjay
Bhargava said in a statement.

"The most alarming aspect
is the galloping positivity rate
and shortages of hospital beds,
oxygen, ventilators and medi-
cines and other medical facil-
ities in use of the epidemic," he
added. PTI
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Chandigarh:Three thousand
injections of Remdesivir were
seized and six people arrested
for allegedly trying to sell the
medicine used in the treatment
of Covid-19 without any
licence or permit, said the
Chandigarh Police on Sunday.   

Acting on a tip-off, a team
of police raided a local hotel
here and apprehended five per-
sons for trying to strike an ille-
gal deal, said police. Three
accused belonged to Kerala
while one each from Delhi
and Madhya Pradesh, they said
police.  

A pharma unit was also
raided in Himchal Pradesh's
Baddi and police seized 3,000
Remdesivir injections from
there, an official statement
said.  

Police said a director of the
unit was also arrested. 

A case under relevant sec-
tions of the IPC, the Essential
Commodity Act and the Drugs
and Cosmetics Act was regis-
tered in this regard.

PTI
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�����Lucknow:Uttar Pradesh regis-

tered the highest single-day rise
in Covid-19 cases as well as
fatality count, with the disease
claiming 129 more lives, while
30,596 fresh cases pushed its
tally to 8,51,620.

Briefing reporters here,
Additional Chief Secretary
(Health) Amit Mohan Prasad
said in the last 24 hours, 30,596
fresh Covid-19 cases were
reported from the state, while
9,041 patients recovered from
the disease.

A total of 6,50,333
COVID-19 patients have so far
recovered from the disease in
the state, he added.

With the 129 fresh fatali-
ties, the death toll due to the
viral disease rose to 9,830, the
official said.

Of the 129 fresh COVID-
19 deaths, 22 fatalities were
reported from Lucknow, fol-
lowed by 15 from Allahabad, 10
from Varanasi, eight from
Kanpur, six from Etawah, five
from Mathura and four each
from Bareilly, Moradabad, Rae
Bareli and Gonda.

Of the fresh cases,

Lucknow reported 5,551 cases
followed by 2,011 from
Varanasi, 1,839 from Kanpur
and 1,711 from Allahabad.

The count of active
COVID-19 patients in the state
stands at 1,91,457, he added.

Prasad also informed that
over 3.82 crore samples have so
far been tested in the state,
including over 2.36 lakh in the
last 24 hours.Uttar Pradesh
Governor Anandiben Patel
spoke to district magistrates of
Lucknow, Allahabad, Varanasi
and Kanpur over phone on the
prevailing situation. She was
informed about the preventive
measures and treatment being
given to patients, the Raj
Bhavan said in a statement on
Sunday.

The Governor said use of
mask should be made manda-
tory for everyone, and violators
should be sternly dealt with.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath also asked Medical
Education Minister Suresh
Khanna to monitor the current
situation of oxygen supply and
its projected use in the next 15
days. PTI
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Indore:The ruling BJP and
Congress on Sunday lashed
out at each other after a video
went viral of a state minister
and his supporters breaking
coconuts and a priest chanting
prayers in front of a tanker
transporting oxygen from
neighbouring Gujarat.

A sharp spike in Covid-19
cases across MP has given rise
to a reported shortage of med-
ical oxygen.

In videos being circulated
on social media, MP PWD
minister Tulsiram Silawat and
his supporters can be seen
offering prayers in front of the
tanker in Indore, and posing in

front of the vehicle for media
photographs.

"When the tanker, which
started from Jamnagar in
Gujarat, reached Chandan
Nagar Chowk on Saturday night,
it was stopped for an hour by
Silawat for puja paath to quench
their thirst for media coverage.
They repeated the act when the
vehicle reached a filling station,"
MP Congress spokesperson
Neelabh Shukla alleged.

"They did this nautanki
when there is an acute shortage
of oxygen in hospitals and
serious patients are gasping for
breath," he added.

PTI
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From page 1
The situation in Kerala has

also become alarming as the
Department of  Health on
Sunday diagnosed 18, 257 per-
sons with Covid-19. The State
has 1.23 million Covid-19
patients as of Sunday evening,
according to a press release
issued by the Health
Department of Kerala. The
day also saw 25 persons suc-
cumbing to the pandemic tak-
ing the death toll to date to
4,929.

Details released by the
State administration belied the
claims made by Chief Minister
and Health Minister that every-
thing was under control in
Kerala. “Today’s data proves
that the Government has lost
control and direction of the
preventive mechanism in the
State. Since day one the Kerala
Government failed to convince
the people to regulate and alter
the lifestyle to check the spread
of the pandemic. Wearing
masks and maintaining social
distance alone would not pre-
vent Covid 19,” said Dr B
Rajeev, a physician specializing
in the Indian System of
Medicine to control the pan-
demic.

A Government physician
told The Pioneer that the health
department was manipulating
figures to suit the convenience
of the political masters.
“Though the release says
Ernakulam district  has 2,835
patients as on Sunday evening,

the district had registered more
than 3,000 cases by 11 am
itself,” said the doctor.

Both Dr. Rajeev and the
Government physicians were
more bothered about the post-
Covid syndrome which is
expected to hit the people in
the 15 to 45 age group. “They
are the ones that sustain the
nation. If they suffer any phys-
iological changes because of
Covid-29, we are in for  major
trouble, economically and
socially,” said both the doctors.

Meanwhile, Tamil Nadu
too continued to test increased
cases on Sunday. The State
diagnosed 10,723 new cases on
Sunday while 42 fatalities were
registered in the State. The
administration tightened the
restrictions and regulations to
take Covid-19 head-on. A
release by the Government of
Tamil Nadu said the entire
State would be put under cur-
few from 10 pm to 4 am. No
vehicles will be allowed during
the curfew hours.

While Sundays would see
total lockdown, tourism oper-
ations have been suspended
fully in hill stations like Nilgiris,
Kodaikkanal and Yercaud.
Only on-line classes are
allowed in colleges and uni-
versities.

While the Government
postponed the 12th Board
Examination, parks, beaches,
museums will remain out of
bound for all till further 
orders.

From page 1
In Mumbai,  meanwhile,

after a mid-night drama at the
Bandra-Kurla Complex (BKC)
Police station in north-central
Mumbai over the detention of
a director of a pharmaceutical
company for allegedly hoard-
ing 60,000 Remdesivir vials,
State Home Minister Dilip
Walse-Patil on Sunday indi-
cated that the state the gov-
ernment might initiate action
against leader of the
Opposition Devendra Fadnavis

and other BJP leaders for
“interfering” in the investiga-
tions by the police.

Hours after a major con-
troversy broke out over
Fadnavis and other State BJP
leaders’ visit to the BKC Police
station shortly before midnight
ostensibly to “enquire” about
the detention of the director of
Bruck Pharma, the State Home
Minister confirmed that he
had taken cognizance of the
incident at the police station
and hinted at the possibility of
initiating action against
Fadnavis and other BJP.

From page 1
Many individuals have

reported signs of fatigue and
weakness before being tested
positive for the virus while doc-
tors have said that many indi-
viduals who have been tested
positive for Covid-19 have
been experiencing severe body,
joint, and muscle pain.

The main reason for mus-
cle and body aches is myalgia,
which is a result of the coron-
avirus attacking important
muscle fibres and tissue linings
in your body. In some cases,
patients are reporting extreme
chills and unusual cold that
could be a sign of virus infec-
tion. Fever and chills are com-
mon symptoms in the case of
the mutant virus.

Also, nausea and vomiting
are now being looked at as
signs of Covid-19 infection in
its early stages while many
people have reported that they
have been experiencing neu-
rological symptoms of the
Covid-19 infection like dizzi-
ness, fatigue, malaise, and nau-
sea.

One of the faculty of genet-
ic epidemiology at King’s
College London, Professor Tim

Spector, took to his Twitter
handle and said, “One in five
people with Covid still present
with less common symptoms
that don’t get on the official
PHE list – such as skin rashes.
Seeing increasing numbers of
Covid tongues and strange
mouth ulcers. If you have a
strange symptom or even just
headache and fatigue stay at
home!”

Dr Gauri Agarwal,
Founder-Director, Genestrings
Diagnostic Centre talked about
the factors that may have led to
the rise in the number of cases
and said, “The primary reason
for the rise in cases is a rampant
violation of Covid protocols.
Alsp, more youth are going out
when compared to the elderly
people.”

Also, a more in-depth
understanding of the mutant
strains and their virulence is
needed by conducting genome
sequencing of more samples,
she added.

Experts are certain that
without social distancing mea-
sures, the virus would spread
quickly and infect a high pro-
portion of the 
population.

From page 1
Kejriwal said, “In the last 24 hours, approxi-

mately 25,500 cases of COVID have come up. Before
that, we had around 24,000 cases and before that we
had 19,500 cases. Currently, the cases are increas-
ing rapidly. Another concern is that in the last 24
hours, the positivity rate has increased to 30 per cent.
This is despite the fact that it was around 24 per cent
the day before.”

“We have noted that the number of available
beds reserved for COVID is reducing at a fast rate
in the city. A large number of patients are being
admitted to hospitals and we are falling short of ICU
beds. In Delhi, we are now left with less than 100
ICU beds. We are falling short of oxygen as well. Last
night, a private hospital told us that the shortage was
so severe that they just about managed to prevent
a tragedy. We have been in touch with the Centre,
and have asked for aid, which we are getting; and
for that, we’d like to thank them,” he said.

“The Delhi government will be able to create
more than 6,000 oxygen beds in the next 2-3 days.
There is a limit under which we can increase the
number of ICU beds. It has been noted that maxi-
mum patients require high flow oxygen. Hence, we
are trying to provide high flow oxygen in hospitals
so that more such beds can be set up,” he said.

The Chief Minister expressed his gratitude to
the Centre for the 500 ICU beds set up by DRDO
and stated that if this number were to increase to
1,000.

From page 1
Backing Rahul Gandhi,  former

Finance Minister P Chidambaram accus-
ing Modi  of showing “shocking callous-
ness” by addressing rallies in West Bengal
“instead of staying in Delhi” to handle the
Covid pandemic situation.

“Thank you Prime Minister for spar-
ing a little time for Covid amidst the
urgent war to conquer WEST BENGAL
and annex it to the BJP’s empire,”
Chidambaram said on Twitter reacting to
PM’s urgent meeting to review COVId sit-
uation a day earlier.

In another tweet, Chidambaram said
while “no vaccine” boards hang on the
doors of most hospitals, Union Health
Minister Harsh Vardhan claims that “there
is  no shortage in the supply of  
vaccines”.

The former Union Minister alleged the
Central Government which assumed all
powers and authority failed to ensure ade-
quate production and supply of COVID-
19 vaccines. The spread of the infection
can only be contained with massive vac-
cination, he noted.

From page 1
“There are many things we

must do to fight the epidemic
but a big part of this effort must
be ramping up the vaccination
programme. I have some sug-
gestions in this regard. In mak-
ing them I want to emphasise
that I am putting them forward
for your kind consideration in
a spirit of constructive coop-
eration in which I have always
believed and acted upon,” Singh

wrote.
The former PM said the

Government should indicate
how the expected supply of the
vaccine will be distributed
across States based on a trans-
parent formula. The Central
Government could retain 10
per cent for distribution based
on emergency needs, but other
than that, States should have a
clear signal of likely availabil-
ity so that they can plan their

rollout, Singh suggested.
The former PM also said

the States should be given
some flexibility to define cat-
egories of frontline workers
who can be vaccinated even if
they are below 45 years of age.
For example, States may want
to designate school teachers,
bus, three-wheeler and taxi
drivers, municipal and pan-
chayat staff possibly as front-
line workers. They can then be
vaccinated even if they are
below 45, Singh wrote to
Modi.

“In addition, I believe this
is the time to invoke the com-
pulsory licensing provisions
in the law, so that a number of
companies are able to produce
the vaccines under a licence.
This, I recall, had happened
earlier in the case of medicines
to deal with the HIV/AIDS dis-
ease. As far as Covid-19 is con-
cerned, I have read that Israel
has already invoked the com-
pulsory licensing provision and
there is an overwhelming case
for India to do so as well
quickly,” the former PM said.

Stressing on several points,
the former PM finally men-
tioned that currently, India
has vaccinated only a small
fraction of its population. “I am
certain that with the right pol-
icy design, we can do much
better and very quickly.”

Singh concluded the letter
hoping that the Government
will “accept these suggestions
immediately and act on them
promptly.”

From page 1
The appointment of Tiwari

as AICC secretary for Uttar
Pradesh recently is being seen
as a step in this direction.

A senior Congress leader
said the experiment of deput-
ing a Chief Minister to oversee
the poll campaign in another
state has been a success. He
attributed it to be the brainchild
of former party chief Rahul
Gandhi.

Congress came to power in
Chhattisgarh in 2018 by defeat-
ing the Raman Singh-led BJP
Government after 10 years.
With its former stalwart Ajit
Jogi out of its camp, Baghel
emerged as the high com-
mand’s choice for chief minis-
tership piping others like TS
Singh Deo to the post.

Assembly elections in UP
are due in January 2022 and the
Congress is planning to go all
out in the State which has
always played a major role in
national politics for any polit-
ical party. Ahead of the General
elections 2019, Priyanka
Gandhi came into the active
politics of Congress and was
handed over the charge of
Uttar Pradesh by the then
AICC chief Rahul Gandhi and
their mother UPA chairperson
Sonia Gandhi. However, that

didn’t improve the Congress’
prospects.

Baghel’s strategy to get
Priyanka address meetings in
Upper Assam to woo the tea
growers is being see as a very
good move. Priyanka cam-
paigned extensively in the
north eastern State.  Another
strategy to announce Rs 2000
per month to support all home-
makers too seemed to have
worked well for the campaign,
sources said.

Baghel and his team
camped in Assam for over two
months to oversee the poll
preparations and he himself
addressed several public meet-
ings and conducted road-
shows. Pockets where Rahul
and Priyanka’s could not reach,
Baghel dedicated more time
and also ensured that the
Central leaders are there to
meet as many voters as they
could.

“Rather than trumpeting
through audio systems,
Baghel’s team ensured to com-
municate the Congress’ agen-
da in person to voters and fam-
ilies. It was to counter the
large popularity of Assam
Finance Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma and his direct
public connect in the NE
States,” said the senior
leader.

From page 1
While seronegative study

participants had a five times
greater risk of infection than
seropositive participants, the
study showed that seropositive
people are still at risk of rein-
fection.

The study population con-
sisted of 3,249 predominantly
male, 18-20-year-old Marine
recruits who, upon arrival at a
Marine-supervised two-week
quarantine prior to entering
basic training, were assessed for
baseline SARS-CoV-2 IgG
seropositivity .

After appropriate exclu-
sions, including participants
with a positive PCR during
quarantine, the study team
performed three bi-weekly
PCR tests in both seronegative
and seropositive groups once
recruits left quarantine and
entered basic training.

Recruits who tested posi-
tive for a new second COVID-
19 infection during the study
were isolated and the study
team followed up with addi-

tional testing. Levels of neu-
tralising antibodies were also
taken from subsequently infect-
ed seropositive and selected
seropositive participants who
were not reinfected during the
study period.

To understand why these
reinfections occurred, the
authors studied the reinfected
and not infected participants’
antibody responses.

They found that, among
the seropositive group, partic-
ipants who became reinfected
had lower antibody levels
against the SARS-CoV-2 virus
than those who did not become
reinfected.In addition, in the
seropositive group, neutralising
antibodies were less common
(neutralising antibodies were
detected in 45 (83%) of 54
uninfected, and in six (32%) of
19 reinfected participants dur-
ing the six weeks of observa-
tion).In the study, most new
Covid-19 cases were asympto-
matic - 84% (16 out of 19 par-
ticipants) in the seropositive
group vs 68% (732 out of 1,079
participants) in the seronega-
tive group - or had mild symp-
toms and none were hospi-
talised. 0+�
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Indian Railways is fully geared
up to transport Liquid

Medical Oxygen (LMO) and
oxygen cylinders across the
key corridors.

Considering that the avail-
ability of oxygen is a key ele-
ment in the treatment of cer-
tain medical conditions in the
Covid infection, Railways
immediately explored the tech-
nical feasibility of transporta-
tion of LMO.  LMO has to be
transported through ‘Roll On
Roll Off ’ (RO RO) service
with road tankers placed on flat
wagons.

It may be noted that
Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra state governments
had approached Ministry of
Railways to explore whether
Liquid Medical Oxygen (LMO)
tankers could be moved by
Railways.

Due to restrictions of
height of Road Over Bridges
(ROBs) and Over Head
Equipment (OHE) at certain
locations, out of the various
specifications of road tankers,
the model of road tanker T
1618 with height of 3320 mm
was found feasible to be placed
on flat wagons (DBKM) with
height of 1290 mm, the rail-
ways said in a statement.

In order to ensure that all
parameters of transportation
are tested, trials were conduct-
ed at various locations. “This
DBKM wagon was placed at
Kalamboli goods shed in
Mumbai on April 15 and a T
1618 tanker loaded with LMO
was also brought here. Joint
measurements were taken by
representatives of Industry and
Railways,” he said.

In order to enable com-
mercial booking and freight
payment for RO RO movement
of LMO in cryogenic tankers,
Ministry of Railways has
brought out a circular on
April16 providing all the nec-
essary details and guidance on
the matter.

On April 17, a meeting was
held between Railway Board
officials along with State
Transport Commissioners and
representatives of industry on
the subject of “Issues related to
transportation of Liquid
Medical Oxygen.

It was decided that the
tankers would be organized by
Transport Commissioner,

Maharashtra. These empty
tankers would be moved from
Kalamboli/Boisar, Railway sta-
tions in and near Mumbai, and
sent to Vizag and
Jamshedpur/Rourkela/Bokaro,
for loading of liquid medical
oxygen tankers from there.

In pursuance of the above
decision, instructions have
been issued to Zonal Railways
to ensure readiness to receive
the trailers and load them
back. Ramps have to be built at
Vizag, Angul and Bhilai and the
existing ramp at Kalamboli is
to be strengthened. The
Kalamboli ramp would be
made ready by April 19. On
April 18, a trial was organised
at Boisar (Western Railway)
where a loaded tanker was
placed on a flat DBKM and all
the required measurements
were taken.

Railways have already
placed DBKM wagons at
Kalamboli and at other loca-
tions in expectation of move-
ment of tankers to various
locations. Railways are awaiting
advice from Maharashtra to
move the tankers.

Tentatively a movement
plan has been made for dis-
patching 10 empty tankers on
April 19. Transport Secretary
(Maharashtra) has assured to
provide the tankers, it said.
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The South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) has

issued 954 challans in the last
three days for violating
Covid-19 protocol.

SDMC Mayor Anamika
said that the civic body has
taken various important steps
to contain the spread of
Coronavirus. “Stern action is
being taken against those not
fol lowing Covid related
guidelines. Challans are being
slapped for not maintaining
social physical distancing and
not wearing masks,” she 
said.

Anamika further said that
the SDMC during the week-
end curfew has intensified its
sanitization drive and has
sanitized nearly 2,000 places
including public places, mar-
kets, bus stops/stands, banks
premises, hospitals, health
centres/units, police stations,
vacant lands, etc. The drive
was carried out with the help
of Safai Sainiks, field staff 
and other front l ine 
workers.

“The corporation has
already started lifting bio-
medical  waste from the
homes of positive patients.
Dozens of auto tippers have
been deployed in all wards for
this purpose. To remove the
bio-medical waste, the Civic
Agency has a lso issued
helpline numbers for 
each zone,”  she 
said..
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The surge in Covid-19 cases
can be contained only

when the Centre, Delhi
Government and Municipal
Corporations work together,
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal said in a high-level
meeting held with the three
commissioners and mayors of
municipal corporations to dis-
cuss the Covid situation in the
national Capital.

The Chief Minister
appealed to all three MCDs to
ensure more beds and also
assured them to provide all the
requisite support. Kejriwal said
that the Delhi Government is
preparing beds on a large scale
in Yamuna Sports Complex
and Commonwealth Game
Village.

In the meeting that held
over video conferencing at the
Delhi Secretariat, he request-
ed all three MCDs to give max-
imum medical infrastructure
and manpower so that we can
use them properly.

In the meeting, Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia, Health Minister
Satyendar Jain and Delhi chief
secretary were also present.

“We were handling esti-
mated 100-150 corona positive
cases per day until mid-March.
However, the report that was
released yesterday disclosed
about 24,000 cases per day
within 24hrs. The number
24,000 is an extremely over-
whelming one irrespective of
how efficient the system is. For
the world and the country, this
may be the 2nd wave, but for
Delhi, this is our 4th wave. The
first wave was in June last year,
the second wave was in
September, the third wave in
November and now the fourth
wave in 2021," he said.

He said, "Even when the
first wave had hit us, I had said
that this is such a huge crisis,
no government, no party, no
state, no one single institution
could imagine tackling it on its
own. We have to come togeth-

er and pool in all our resources
to overcome it. In the first wave
itself,  the coordination
between the Centre, the Delhi
government and the MCD
were brilliant.”

“We were able to set aside
our differences and work effec-
tively for the people of Delhi.
Even today, we have the full
support of the Centre and
while this is the first official
meeting with the three
Commissioners of the
Municipal Corporations of
Delhi and the Mayors, we have
been conducting regular offi-
cer level meetings for coordi-
nation of efforts. The aim of
the three governments is the
same, to save the lives of the
people and control the pan-
demic," he said.

“The cases are increasing
at fast pace and beds are lim-
ited. It is natural that if such
big numbers continue to ping
in a time might come when
beds will not be available. If
such pace continues then with-
in the next 2-3 days, we will be
facing a shortage of beds. A
shortage in other facilities will
also be there. In a way, this sit-
uation is a race against time.
If within the next 2-3 days, the
situation improves then we
will be able to manage,” he
said.

However, if it continues to
deteriorate in this manner
then it will become very diffi-
cult for us to cope, he said.

“The health system will
reach a point of collapse where
beds, oxygen and ventilators
will not be able to cope with
the overwhelming demand of
the situation," he added.

Kejriwal further said, "I
would like to thank the three
MCD Commissioners for
offering their services whole-
heartedly and more impor-
tantly for the way the MCD has
handled crematoriums.

Standing Committee
Chairperson in North MCD
Jay Prakash informed to
arrange for 400 beds and South
Corporation's Mayor Anamika
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Accusing the Centre of
focusing on winning elec-

tions instead of  controlling
Covid-19, senior Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) Leader and MLA
from Rajinder Nagar
Constituency of Delhi Raghav
Chadha said on Sunday that
the BJP is evidently preaching
the slogan-“Na Doori Na
Davai, Bas Vote Ke Liye Dhilai
hi Dhilai”.

Highlighting the worri-
some Covid-19 situation,
Chadha mentioned that while
India has breached the two lakh
mark the BJP is focussing on
conducting gigantic rallies with
huge crowds in West Bengal.

“Winning elections and
collecting votes is their sole
motive and the BJP has noth-
ing to do with the people of
India and their lives,” he said.
He also claimed that In West
Bengal, the BJP is promising a
‘double-engine sarkaar’ while
not giving even a ‘single engine’

to COVID management.
Chadha further said that

the Delhi government is work-
ing relentlessly round-the-clock
to contain the outbreak of
covid-19 and putting our own
lives at risk to save the lives of
people of Delhi and their fam-
ilies too. All our party workers,
MLAs, and the entire govern-
ment are shedding its blood
and sweat to fight the pan-
demic. However, an extremely
grim and disappointing picture
is also being witnessed amongst
us, he said.

“While on one hand the
pandemic has claimed thou-
sands of lives is infecting lakhs
of people each day on the other
hand, in the assembly elections
of West Bengal and Assam, the
BJP under the leadership of
Home Minister Amit Shah and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is busy conducting gigantic
rallies and road-shows that
could be potential super-
spreader events with their mas-
sive crowds,” he said.

“With the pace at which
people are contracting the virus
and mortality ratio increasing
each day, the speed with which
the BJP is campaigning in
these states has also been on an
ever-increasing momentum.
The star-campaigners, includ-
ing PM Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah have been
rapidly campaigning and elec-
tioneering non-stop,” he 
added.

“The BJP must stand togeth-
er with the people of India in
fighting the pandemic. The way
in which these crowds are
emerging in rallies and road-
shows which are a contributor to
super-spreader events is
extremely disappointing. This
poses greater questions in the
minds of people: is the BJP-led
centre not concerned even a lit-
tle bit about the lives of people
of India? The pace at which peo-
ple are contracting the virus is
directly proportional to the speed
at which these rallies by the BJP
are increasing,” he added.
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The Special Cell of Delhi
Police has arrested a 29-

year-old man, alleged to be a
key member of a Malda based
fake Indian currency note syn-
dicate, near Delhi’s Anand
Vihar railway station.

The accused identified as
Abdul Rahim, a resident of
West Bengal’s Malda has been
smuggling Fake Indian
Currency Notes (FICNs) from
Bangladesh for long time.

According to Sanjeev
Kumar Yadav, the 

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Special Cell since
the last few months, they had
been receiving information
about the Malda based syndi-
cates, involved in smuggling of
FICNs through Indo-
Bangladesh border, to Delhi
and adjoining states.

“Based on a specific input,
a trap was laid and our team
nabbed Abdul Rahim from
near Anand Vihar railway sta-
tion on April 16, where he wait-
ing to deliver a huge consign-
ment of FICNs to his Delhi
based contact. On cursory
search of his bag, FICNs of face
value worth Rs. eight lakhs in
the denomination of Rs.2000
and Rs.500 were recovered and
seized from his possession,”
said the DCP.

Inerrogation revealed that
in 2018, while working as
mason at a person named

Nasruddin’s house, he offered
him to deliver fake Indian cur-
rency notes to make easy
money. He initially earned Rs.
3,000 per delivery, he said. 

“Nasruddin used to collect
FICNs from suppliers based
near Indo-Bangladesh border,
who smuggled FICN from
Bangladesh through cross-bor-
der smugglers. After some-
times, Rahim also accompa-
nied Nasruddin to collect FICN
from the Indo-Bangladesh
border based suppliers. They
both collected several con-
signments of FICN from there
and further supplied to their
associates based in different
parts of India during past three
years. For past some months,
Rahim was getting Rs. One
lakh of FICN as his share on
delivery of Rs. eight Lakhs or
more to their different con-
tacts,” said the DCP.

During his visit to
Bangladesh, Rahim also came
in contact with one Tiku and
started smuggling FICNs from
him, he said. 

During lockdown period,
Nasruddin, Rahim and the
members of their network
could not smuggle FICNs but
after the lockdown was over,
Rahim and Nasruddin collect-
ed huge amount of FICN and
supplied to their different con-
tacts with the help of their con-
tacts in Bihar, UP and other
parts of India, the DCP 
added.
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Displaying a humane face
during the weekend cur-

few, the Delhi Police helped
several needy across the nation-
al Capital. On Sunday after-
noon,  Delhi Police personnel
provided 20 oxygen cylinders
to a hospital where 35 covid
patients are admitted. The hos-
pital was running low on oxy-
gen cylinders.

“Around 1.30 pm, a distress
call was received from Mansa
Ram Hospital in Nangloi in
Outer district where 35 covid
patients are admitted. The
caller stated that their oxygen
supply has run out and the
existing stock won't last for
more than an hour. The
Hospital had tried all their
sources but oxygen cylinders
were not available,” said

Chinmoy Biswal, the Public
Relation Officer (PRO) of
Delhi Police.  

“In this momentous anx-
ious situation, the outer district
police team under coordinated
with several places to get the
cylinders. Two teams of  Nihal
Vihar police stations immedi-
ately rushed to Mundka and
Bawana to arrange Oxygen

cylinders from suppliers. SHO
of Nihal Vihar police station
was tasked to coordinate with
supplier at Bawana facility who
stated that there is scarcity of
oxygen cylinders due to the
ongoing pandemic,” said the
PRO.

“However, the supplier was
requested to provide at least 10
Oxygen cylinders immediate-
ly and 10 more after half an
hour. He considered the request
and provided 20 oxygen gas
cylinders immediately,” said
Biswal.  

“The police team from
Nihal Vihar police station
escorted the vehicle carrying 20
Oxygen cylinders to Mansa
Ram hospital and delivered to
the hospital in the nick of
time, in a timely demonstration
of Delhi Police as #DilKiPolice,”
said Biswal.

In another instance, police
action went beyond the bound-
aries of Delhi when SHO
Bharat Nagar Mohar Singh
provided the most needed
medicine Remidisvir injection
to an elderly patient Bhopal.

“It came to the notice of
Inspector Mohar Singh Meena
that one covid patient Karan
Singh (67) was admitted in ICU
of Silver Line hospital, Bhopal.
Doctors prescribed that he is in
dire need of Remidisvir injec-
tion. During this emergency
situation, they tried every-
where but to no avail. Then,
Singh got arranged 5 vials of
Remidisvir injection and
immediately got it airlifted to
Bhopal. The condition of the
patient is now stable,” said
Biswal.

In North district, for an old
sick woman, the police pro-

vided medical help and got her
treatment though a profes-
sional doctor. “On Sunday
afternoon at around 12:00 PM,
one person Mohammad Vakil,
who along with his wife Samina
Khatoon works as labourers in
Red Fort parking lot, came to
police,” said Biswal.

“He informed that his wife
was not well and need help. The
couple has been living in a clus-
ter behind Red Fort for the last
14 - 15 years. Immediately,
Constable, Than Singh visited
his Jhuggi. His wife was feeling
weak and suffocated inside the
Jhuggi. She was shifted to an
open area and a doctor was
called by the police team, who
gave her treatment. The doctor
told them that the woman did
not have any COVID-19 symp-
toms but she was very weak,”
said Biswal. 
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Haryana reported 2,401
fresh Covid-19 cases on

Sunday, with two more deaths.
The death toll  due to 
Covid-19 in Gurugram has
now reached 378, health offi-
cials said on Sunday.

Gurugram, which has the
highest number of coron-
avirus deaths among other
districts in Haryana now  have
81,725 patients out of which
69,151  have recuperated from
their illness.

Gurugram now has 12,196
active cases and 11,423 of
them are in home isolation,
officials added.

The health department
said out of 378 deaths 291 died
due to comorbidities and the
remaining 87 without comor-
bidities.

Virender Yadav, Civil

Surgeon of Gurugram, said
that the administration has
intensified contact tracing in
containment zones.

“Covid testing has been
increased in the district to
prevent the spread of corona
infection. The department is
sampling more than 10,000
tests a day. This includes both
types-Rapid Antigen Test and
RTPCR Test. Those patients
have been done on propriety.
Patients are being treated
based on their symptoms,”
Yadav said.

“We have initiated door to
door screening in these zones
to identify suspects. We are
using the rapid antigen kit to
test suspects," he said.

"We are offering free of
charge tests in the city and
have also appealed to residents
who are having symptoms to
reach these centres for test-
ing," he added.
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Along pending demand for
the construction of a fire

station under the newly formed
Municipal Corporation of
Manesar (MCM) has been
approved in the board meeting
recently chaired by the Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar.

With this development, the
preparations to establish a new
fire station has been started by
the fire officials. Once estab-
lished it will benefit nearby sec-
tors to facilitate as the fire ten-

ders will be able to reach the
spot  as soon as possible in case
of fire incidents.

For this project, The
Gurugram Metropolitan
Development Authority
(GMDA) will give two and a
half acres of land for setting up
the fire station. At present,
Fire tenders go from Gurugram
in connection with fire incident
in this area so far. In such a sit-
uation, they are not able to
reach on time.

Due to which many times
there is a lot of damage from
fire. The establishment of a fire

station in Manesar will also
benefit the people from the sur-
rounding 81 to 92 sectors. Not
only this, there will also be ben-
efits in Pataudi and
Farrukhnagar area.

"There are four fire stations
in the city which are located at
Sector-29, Udyog Vihar,
Bhimnagar and Sector-37.
With the construction of fire
stations in Sector-92, fire inci-
dents in new sectors and near-
by villages and warehouses
will be controlled timely,"
Isham Singh Kashyap, Assistant
Divisional Fire Officer said..
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Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Sunday said

that Delhi is battling an acute
shortage of oxygen as it fights
to check the spread of Covid-
19 disease. In a tweet, he
declared that oxygen has
become an emergency in the
national Capital.

“Del facing acute shortage
of oxygen. In view of sharply
increasing cases, Del needs
much more than normal sup-
ply. Rather than increasing
supply, our normal supply has
been sharply reduced and
Delhi’s quota has been divert-
ed to other states. OXYGEN
HAS BECOME AN EMER-
GENCY IN DEL,” Kejriwal
tweeted.

He said the current num-
ber of fresh cases is extremely
overwhelming compared to
mid -March when 100-150
covid-19 cases were being
reported daily. “If this pace
continues then within the next
two to three days, we will face
a shortage of beds and other
facilities,” he said. He also
urged Indian Railways to
arrange up to 5,000 beds in
view of the rising cases. In his
response, Northern Railways
deployed 50isolation coaches,
each having two oxygen cylin-
ders, at ShakurBasti railway sta-
tion and 25 facilities will be
placed at Anand Vihar by
Monday. 
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has also made available the
Poornima Sethi Multi
Speciality Hospital.

“We are right now prepar-
ing beds in Yamuna complex in
the commonwealth village but
need doctors and nurses to
monitor patients. If MCDs is
able to spare its medical staff
for the next 20-25 days and
help us overcome this wave, it
would be a great help,” he
said.
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In an emergency situation in
Delhi, when beds and oxygen

to Covid -19 patients emerged
as a challenge, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal wrote to
Union Railway Minister Piyush
Goyal for ensuring uninter-
rupted supply of 700 MT sup-
ply of oxygen on daily basis and
restoration of supply of 140 MT
of oxygen by M/S INOX to
Delhi for effectively manage-
ment the Covid -19 
situation.

In his letter to Goyal, CM
Kejriwal wrote national Capital
Territory Of Delhi has wit-
nessed a very sharp increase in
COVID-19 cases leading to a
very large number of serious
patients getting admitted to
various private and
Government hospitals. This
has led to a huge jump in
demand for medical oxygen.
On the basis of standard for-
mula prescribed by Govt. of
India, a minimum require-
ment of 700 MT of Oxygen has
been projected to your
Ministry.

“The same was communi-
cated to the Secretary to the
Government of India,
Department of Promotion of

Industry and Internal Trade,
Ministry of Commerce and

Industry, Government of India,
vide letter dated 17/04/2021. A
quick response in the matter is
still awaited. Further, the out-
put of M/ s INOX, one of the
major suppliers to various hos-
pitals of Delhi, has been large-
ly diverted to other States. At
this critical juncture, it will not
be possible for hospitals to
enter into the contractual
arrangements with the new
suppliers who have now been
assigned to Delhi. This disrup-
tion is already starting to cause
critical shortage across major
hospitals,” the letter stated.

Meanwhile, Health
Minister Satyendar Jain along
with Nodal Officer Manish
Sisodia visited DRDO facility
to take a stock on corona bed
management there.

“To tackle the Covid situ-
ation in Delhi, hospital beds for
Covid-19 under continuous
escalation, “979 normal oxygen
supported Covid beds have
been added. Additional 219
ICU beds with ventilators and
696 ICU beds without ventila-
tors have been increased,” he
tweeted with DGHS order
mentioning the names of hos-
pitals.
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Delhi Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) President Adesh

Gupta on Sunday said that in
Covid crisis era the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) is indulged
in petty letter and allegation
politics against Centre.

“Today when Centre is
supporting all States its regret-
ful that AAP is indulging in
petty political allegation game
to divert attention from its
failures,” Gupta said.

People of Delhi very well
know that the three biggest

Central Government hospitals
AIIMS, Safdarjung and RML
are the city's biggest support
banks and by setting up a huge
temporary hospital near
Chatarpur through DRDO in
a record 4 days Centre has con-
tributed to its might.

Gupta has said this is no
time for politics but people
today realise that during the
last 3 months when Covid cri-
sis had subsided, the Kejriwal
Government instead of con-
centrating on developing health
infrastructure wasted time on
new Liquor policy.
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Against the backdrop of
shortage of beds reported

from some States, the Centre
has written to all Central
Ministries and public sector
undertakings (PSU) to dedicate
their hospital beds for Covid-
19 management in
States/Union Territories (UTs).

According to the Health
Ministry, the dedicated hospi-
tal wards/blocks have to be
equipped with
supportive/ancillary services
including oxygen supported
beds, ICU beds, ventilators,
specialised CCUs (wherever
available), lab/imaging ser-
vices, kitchen etc., with a ded-
icated health workforce.

These hospitals/blocks
should have separate entry and
exit points for the management
of Covid-19 cases, to provide
treatment services including
specialised care for the con-

firmed cases.
In a letter to the Ministries,

the Union Health Secretary
has said that the surge in
Covid-19 cases across the
country calls for similar sup-
portive action as last year from
all such Central Ministries or
departments and their PSUs
and hospitals under their con-
trol.

The Central Ministries
have also been advised that
details of such dedicated hos-
pital wards or blocks should be
provided to the public, duly
coordinating with the respec-
tive health departments of State
and UTs and the district health
administration of States and
districts wherever these hospi-
tals are located.

It has further been sug-
gested that a nodal officer may
be nominated from the min-
istry or department for neces-
sary coordination with respec-
tive States and UTs and their

contact details be shared with
States and UTs as well as the
Union Health Ministry. Many
States and UTs across the coun-
try have been reporting a surge
since the past few weeks in the
cases and deaths caused by
COVID-19, the ministry said.

The move comes as India
battles a massive surge in coro-
navirus cases. The active num-
ber of cases in the country
stands at 18,01,316.In the last 24
hours with 1,38,423 people
having recovered from the dis-
ease. With this, the total recov-
eries reached 1,28,09,643.

According to the Indian
Council of Medical Research,
15,66,394 samples were tested
on Saturday. And, as many as
26,65,38,416 samples have been
tested across the country till
April 17.

The cumulative number of
Covid-19 vaccine doses admin-
istered in the country stands at
12,26,22,590 till today.
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At least, 162 Pressure Swing
Adsorption (PSA) oxygen

plants have been sanctioned for
installation in public health
facilities in all States to augment
the medical oxygen capacity by
over 154 Metric Tonnes, the
Union Health Ministry said on
Sunday.

In a series of tweets, the
Ministry said, out of 162 PSA
plants sanctioned by the
Centre, 33 have already been
installed of which five are in
Madhya Pradesh,  four in
Himachal Pradesh, three each
in Chandigarh, Gujarat and
Uttarakhand, two each in
Bihar, Karnataka and
Telangana and one each in
Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Delhi, Haryana, Kerala,
Maharashtra, Puducherry,
Punjab and Uttar Pradesh.

The Ministry further said
that in addition to 162 plants
already sanctioned, the States
have requested the Centre for
more than 100 such addition-
al plants which are also being
sanctioned. Out of 162 PSA
Oxygen plants, 33 have been
installed.

By the end of this month,
59 will be installed and by the
end of next month 80 will be
installed. The Ministry said,
the entire cost of 162 PSA
Oxygen plants amounting to
over 201 crore rupees has been
borne by the Central
Government.

The PSA plants manufac-
ture oxygen and help hospitals

become self-sufficient in their
requirement for medical oxy-
gen, while also reducing the
burden on the national grid for
its supply of medical oxygen.

A total of 162 PSA oxygen
plants have been sanctioned by
the Government for installa-
tion in public health facilities
in all states, the Ministry
tweeted. “These will augment
medical oxygen capacity by
154.19 MT.”

“The entire cost of 162
PSA oxygen plants amounting
to �201.58 crore has been
borne by the central govern-
ment. This also includes a 7-
year maintenance cost to start
from 4th year onwards after
three years of warranty,” the
ministry said in a series of
tweets.

India reported a record
2,61,500 new coronavirus cases
and 1,501 deaths on Sunday,
while active cases have sur-
passed the 18-lakh mark, the
Ministry data stated.

Earlier, the ministry had
decided to float a tender for
import of 50,000 MT of med-
ical oxygen. It has been direct-
ed to finalise the tender for the
same and also explore possible
sources for import identified
by the missions of the Ministry
of External Affairs. 
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday turned

his attention to his home
constituency. He reviewed
the Covid-19 situation in
Varanasi  through video con-
ferencing and sought rapid
vaccination of all above the
age of 45 in the district. 

The Prime Minister said
the expansion and moderni-
sation of medical infrastruc-
ture and facilities in Varanasi
in the last 5 to 6 years have
helped the city cope with the
Covid-19 pandemic.

The holy city has been
witnessing a surge in COVID-
19 cases like other major
cities of Uttar Pradesh. On
Saturday, Varanasi accounted
for 1,664 of the 27,357 infec-
t ions reported in Uttar
Pradesh.

According to a statement
issued by the PMO, during
the meeting with the top offi-
cials of  district administra-
tion, health department and
area MLA,  MLC and other
public representatives,  the
Prime Minister was apprised
about testing, the availability
of beds, medicines, vaccines,
and manpower, etc. for the
prevention of coronavirus
and proper treatment of
infected patients.

Modi  directed the offi-
cers to provide all possible
assistance to the public at the
earl iest ,  said the 
statement.

The Prime Minister, dur-
ing the meeting, specifically
stressed upon adherence to
“Do Gaj Doori Mask Hai
Zaroori” by all the people.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of vaccination, Modi
said that the administration
should make all people above
45 years of age aware of this.
He also asked the adminis-
tration to provide all possible
assistance to the people of
Varanasi with full sensitivity.

According to the PMO’s
statement, the Prime Minister
was informed that so far
1,98,383 persons have been
given the first dose of vaccine
and 35,014 persons have been
given both.

The Prime Minister
expressed his gratitude to all
the doctors and medical staff
of the country and said 
that even in the time of crisis,
they are following their duty
faithfully. 

He said that learning from
the experiences of the last
year, we have to be cautious.

Modi  said that as a rep-
resentative of Varanasi, he is
also constantly taking feed-
back from the general public.
Pointing out to development
of health faci l it ies  in 
Varanasi ,  the Prime 
Minister said the availability
of beds, ICUs and oxygen is
being increased in Varanasi.

Emphasising the need for
‘Test, Track and Treat’, the
prime minister said that like
the first wave, the same strat-
egy has to be adopted to win

over the virus.  He also
stressed on making contact
tracing and test reports of
infected persons available at
the earliest. 

Modi asked  the officials
to discharge all the responsi-
bilities towards patients living
in home isolation and their
families in a sensitive manner.

Lauding the role played
by Varanasi NGOs, the prime
minister said that the way
they worked with the gov-
ernment should be encour-
aged. 

Modi  said there was a
need for greater vigilance and
caution in view of the situa-
tion.

Public representatives and
officials of Varanasi informed
the Prime Minister about the
preparations made in the dis-
trict for the protection and
treatment of COVID-19,
according to the statement. 

The Prime Minister was
informed about the control
room set up for contact trac-
ing, command and control
centre for home isolation,
dedicated phone l ine 
ambulance, telemedicine 
arrangement from the control
room and deployment of the
additional rapid response
team in urban areas, said the
statement. 

Amid a rise in the num-
ber of Covid cases,  the
Varanasi district administra-
tion has made it mandatory to
present a negative RT-PCR
test report for people coming
to three prominent temples -
Vishwanath Temple,
Sankatmochan Temple, and
Annapurna Temple- in the
city. 
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The Election Commission
on Sunday imposed a 24-

hour campaign ban on two
candidates – one each from
the Trinamool Congress
(TMC) and the BJP. The ban
on campaigning by the lead-
ers will be in force from 7 PM
on April 18 to 7 PM on April
19.

The EC banned TMC
candidate Sujata Mondal for
her “SC voters are beggars”
comment. Mondal is BJP MP
Saumitra Khan’s wife.

The Election Commission
had earlier served a notice to
Mondal  after they received a
complaint from a BJP delega-
tion, which had accused
Mondal of making the com-
ment during an interview to a
news channel.

Mondal was asked to
explain her comment to the
EC. The EC observed that
Mondal violated the Model
Code of Conduct with her
statement denigrating the
Scheduled Caste community
in West Bengal and could

have caused tensions between
different communities in the
state.

“The Commission hereby
sternly warns Sujata Mondal
and advises her to desist from
using such statement while
making public utterances dur-
ing the period when Model
Code of Conduct is in force,”
the EC’s ban order stated.

In her defence, Mondal
had asserted that she had
made the contentious state-
ments in good faith and
denied violating the MCC.
EC’s action was based on a

complaint by Union Minister
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi.

TMC has fielded Mondal
from the Arambagh assembly
constituency. Mondal had
joined the TMC in December
2020.

The EC also imposed a
ban on BJP Bengal general
secretary and party candidate
Sayantan Basu from cam-
paigning for 24 hours for his
comment in connection with
the Sitalkuchi incident.

The electoral watchdog
had issued showcause notice
to Basu for his “inflammato-

ry statement” while address-
ing a public rally in Bengal.
Basu had expressed regret for
his remarks and submitted
that he had never intended to
make any statement contra-
vening the MCC.

Basu was alleged to have
said: “Don’t play the game too
much, we will play the game
of Sitalkuchi. If you kill one,
we will kill four of you.
Sitalkuchi has witnessed it.”

The Commission has
carefully considered his reply
and is of the considered view
that he has violated the
‘General Conduct of Model
Code of Conduct for the
Guidance of Political Parties
and Candidates’ and made
highly provocative remarks
which could have a very seri-
ous consequence on the gen-
eral maintenance of Law and
Order thereby adversely
affecting the election process,
the EC said in its order impos-
ing a 24-hour ban on Basu

Five persons were killed in
Sitalkuchi in firing by the
CISF, which alleged the mob
had attacked the force. Politics
has since been in full play over
the deaths.
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The Union Home Secretary
Ajay Kumar Bhalla on

Sunday has written to Chief
Secretaries of States and
Administrators of Union
Territories reiterating that they
should issue necessary instruc-
tions to all authorities con-
cerned in their States and
Union Territories to take nec-
essary measures to prohibit
supply of oxygen for industri-
al purpose, except in nine
industries as allowed by Union
Health Ministry. 

“This is keeping in view the
rapid rise in Covid-19 cases in
various parts of the country
and the resultant rapid demand
for medical oxygen, particu-
larly in high-burden States of
Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh,
Gujarat, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Karnataka,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Haryana,
Punjab, Rajasthan, etc. 

“The letter of the Union
Home Secretary follows the

decision taken by the Central
Government today, on the rec-
ommendations of the
Empowered Group-II, that the
supply of oxygen for industri-
al purposes by manufacturers
and suppliers is prohibited
(except in nine industries)
forthwith from 22.04.2021 till
further orders, so as to aug-
ment supply for medical oxy-
gen in the country and to save
precious lives,” said Home
Ministry in a statement. 

The nine sectors allowed
for industrial oxygen produc-
tion are medical, pharma,
petro, nuclear, steel and food
and water purification sectors.
Union Health Ministry wrote a
separate letter to the States on
this regard on Sunday on the
exemption of sectors in indus-
trial oxygen production.
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The CBI on Sunday busted a
recruitment racket alleged-

ly involving public servants of
Directorate General of Mines
Safety (DGMS) in collusion
with private persons, who
manipulated and influenced
the members of Interview
Board for ensuring qualifica-
tion of certain candidates in
Oral Examination in lieu of
huge amount of bribery and
recovered bribe amount of �35
lakh in cash in a trap operation.

The agency also conduct-
ed searches at 12 locations
including Lakhisarai, Dhanbad,
Ranchi, Nagpur, Udaipur,
Shahdol, Hyderabad, Bilaspur
which led to recovery of
incriminating documents and
articles.

The CBI has registered a
case against Deputy Director
General (Central Zone),
DGMS, Head Office, Dhanbad,
Arvind Kumar; two private
persons— Kailash Mandal and
Triloki Nath Singh besides
other unknown persons on
the allegations that Kumar
along with the accused private
persons and others had entered

into conspiracy for showing
undue favours to some of the
candidates appearing for the
oral examination after qualify-
ing   Computer Based
Examinations for Managers,
Certificate of Competency
(Restricted & Unrestricted),
conducted by DGMS. They
also allegedly manipulated and
influenced the members of
interview board for qualifying
such candidates in lieu of huge
amount of illegal gratification.

The Oral Examination was
conducted by DGMS between
March 8 and March 20, 2021.

“It was further alleged that
the Dy. Director General
(Central Zone) had got 48
candidates qualified in the said
interview who were referred to
him by the said private person,”
the CBI said in a statement.

For each such candidate,
Kumar allegedly agreed to
accept an amount of Rs 1.5
Lakh, totaling to Rs 72 lakh, it
said.

It was alleged that the said
amount was to be delivered in
two instalments to another
private person (relative of
Kumar), at Lakhisarai (Bihar),
it further said.
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Amid an emerging trend of
ATM frauds, the security

agencies have advised the
banks to bolster security mea-
sures like physically concealing
of LAN and other cables in the
ATM premises as also ensure
proper encryption of the net-
work and the messages relayed
by the ATM switch or backend
authorisation machines for
banking transactions.  

This comes amid increasing
incidents of Man in the Middle

(MiTM) attacks on ATMs
wherein the fraudsters seek to
infiltrate the computer net-
works of the ATM, compromise
it and withdraw cash fraudu-
lently.  

The advisory has warned
that the MiTM attacks have
been increasing under which
messages sent by ‘’ATM Switch’’
to ‘’ATM Host’’ are altered by
attackers to withdraw cash
fraudulently.

Security agencies have dis-
covered that cyber fraud gangs
are adopting the new modus

operandi to withdraw money
from ATMs, sources said.

As per the latest trend, the
fraudsters first tamper with
the Internet network (LAN)
cable of the ATM. ATM cards
are then inserted in the cash
dispensing machine and “pay-
ment declined” messages from
ATM Switch are altered to
“successful cash withdrawal
transactions” and subsequent-
ly cash is withdrawn from the
machines.

Such attackers first insert a
device between the ATM

machine and the router or data
switch in the ATM premises. 

This device has the capa-
bility to modify the responses
from the authorization host
(ATM Switch) which is con-
nected to the ATM through
LAN. The fraudster then uses
restricted cards (or blocked
cards) to submit a withdrawal
request.

When the ‘’ATM Switch’’
sends a declined message, the
attacker, through the device
inserted by him in the network,
alters the response to approve
the transaction and cash is
withdrawn successfully, the
sources said.

In view of this threat, the
agencies have advised the banks
to ensure end-to-end encryp-
tion in the communication
network from the ‘’ATM
Terminal’’ or the computer and
the ‘’ATM Switch’’ which autho-
rises the transaction from the
backend, they said.

The banks have been
advised to physically secure
the network cables, input/out-
put port within the ATM
premises.

The Reserve Bank of India
has also issued a similar advi-
sory following the security
agencies’ alert.

According to the Indian
Computer Emergency Response
Team (CERT-In), as many as
1,59,761 cyber security inci-
dents relating to digital banking
were reported in 2018 followed
by 2,46,514 incidents in 2019
and 2,90,445 cases in 2020.
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BJP president J P Nadda on
Sunday asked party func-

tionaries to launch “apna
booth corona mukt” (Our
booth is free of corona) cam-
paign amid a huge surge in the
COVID-19 cases across the
country.

Addressing BJP’s national
office-bearers and its state
unit chiefs in a virtual meet-
ing, Nadda asked state units to
set up help desks and put out
a helpline number for the
people.

They should take mea-
sures to help COVID patients
admitted in hospitals, he said.

According to a party state-
ment, he said BJP members
should distribute masks and
sanitisers and also coordinate
with local administration to
launch campaign for plasma
donation.

Party units should also
launch preventive measures
like cleanliness drive and cam-
paign to raise awareness in
people about following
COVID-19 guidelines.

Nadda said party mem-
bers across the country should
undertake these measures to
help curb the pandemic.

+
��
�
�(��/�'
������	���	
�	
�
�
����	�����
	��������	�����!����

�
��� +�6�2�780

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Sunday can-

celled all his public rallies in
poll-bound West Bengal fol-
lowing a rapid r ise in
COVID-19 cases in the coun-
try.  

He also advised all other
politicians to think about the
consequences of holding large
public rallies.  

“In view of the Covid sit-
uation, I am suspending all
my public rallies in West
Bengal.I would advise all
political leaders to think
deeply about the conse-
quences of holding large pub-
lic rallies under the current
circumstances,” he said on
Twitter.  

The Congress has been
critical of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Home

Minister Amit Shah for hold-
ing political rallies amid the
rise in coronavirus cases in
the country.  

Senior Congress leader P
Chidambaram has accused
the prime minister of shock-
ing callousness for holding big
political rallies in poll-bound
Bengal amid the rise in
COVID-19 cases. 

He said the Prime
Minister should be at his job,
sitting at his desk and coor-
dinating with chief ministers
in handling the Covid pan-
demic.

Prime Minister Modi has
been addressing public rallies
in West Bengal for the eight-
phase assembly elections in
the state. 

India has been witnessing
a massive surge in coron-
avirus cases. 

A record single-day rise of
2,61,500 coronavirus infec-
tions has taken the country’s
total tally of COVID-19 cases
to 1,47,88,109, while active
cases surpassed the 18-lakh
mark, according to the Union
Health Ministry data updat-
ed on Sunday. 
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Senior Congress leader P
Chidambaram on Sunday

took a swipe at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, thanking him
for sparing “a little time” amidst
the “urgent war to conquer
West Bengal”, to review the
coronavirus situation in the
country.

He also criticised the prime
minister for his “Didi-O-Didi”
remark, asking if this is the
manner in which the prime
minister should refer to a chief
minister.

“Thank you Prime
Minister for sparing a little time
for Covid amidst the urgent
war to conquer WEST BEN-
GAL and annexe it to the BJP’s
empire,” Chidambaram said
on Twitter.

His remarks came after
Modi chaired a Covid-19
review meeting with govern-
ment officials on Saturday.
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Jaipur: Rajasthan witnessed a peaceful
polling in 1145 polling stations spread
across the three Assembly Constituencies
today in Sahara (Bhilwara), Rajsamand
(Rajsamand) and  Sujangarh (Churu).

The number of polling stations has
increased due to an increase in auxiliary
polling booths on account of reduction of
voters from 1500 to 1000 per booth in adher-
ence with COVID Social Distancing guide-
lines  With complete thrust on Inclusive &
Accessible elections, the Postal Ballot facil-
ity has been extended by the ECI to PwD,
Senior citizens of 80+ age and COVID-19
suspect or affected persons. For 80+ Voters,
753 Postal Ballots and for PwD Voters, 151
Postal Ballots were issued.Thus, atotal of 904
Postal Ballots had been issued out of which
895 have voted which sums up 745 for 80+

Voters and 150 for PwD Voters. The
observers & DEOs ensured smooth facili-
tation of this service for these voters.

At every polling booth, AMF like
drinking, water, waiting shed, toilet with
water facility along with adequate light
arrangements and suitable ramp were pro-
vided to the voters. Voter Information
Slipshave been distributed to all the elec-
tors to facilitate ease of voting.

Arrangements for the video guide for
hearing and visually Impaired voters on Poll
day had been made. Public Address Systems
were working to guide the blind and infirm
voters who turned up at the booths.Also,
Volunteers were placed at every Polling
Booth to assist PwD and Senior Citizens. 925
Wheel chairs and 137 Vehicles were pressed
into service for the physically disabled 
voters.

Following the standard protocol for
EVM-VVPAT, First Level Checking,
Randomization& Commissioning was done
in presence of political parties/ candidates.
Mock polls had been conducted earlier and
the result of EVM&VVPAT slips were cor-
related for complete drill.

As a hallmark of free & fair elections,
live monitoring and webcasting of more
than 10 % polling stations which also
included critical & vulnerable polling
booths, in compliance of ECI norms was
done. It was a live streaming session
wherein the CEO, DEOs, Observers could
watch it & ensure a close watch on these spe-
cific polling booths. Various instructions for
COVID compliance and resolution of poll
related complaints were carried out with the
use of Webcasting and Booth App tech-
nology.

KOCHI: The Kerala Government led
by Pinarayi Vijayan of the CPI(M)
which is in the last days of its five-year
tenure is suffering setbacks after set-
backs from the judiciary as well as Lok
Ayukta which has forced the party
commissars to press  the panic button.

On Friday, the Kerala High Court
quashed two FIRs registered by the
Crime Branch of the State Police
against ‘unnamed officials’ of the
Enforcement Directorate for allegedly
coercing the accused in gold smuggling
case to give false and incriminating
statements implicating the chief min-
ister and other functionaries in the
party.

The FIR stated that the ED officials
forced Swapna Suresh and Sandeep
Nair, the gold smuggling kingpins to
give statements blaming chief minister
Pinarayi Vijayan as the ultimate ben-
eficiary of the illegal operations exe-
cuted with the connivance of the UAE
Consulate General office at
Thiruvananthapuram. Interestingly,
the Centre ordered the probe into the
smuggling operations as demanded by
Vijayan in a letter to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Judge V G Arun held that the prop-
er remedy would have been for the
police to approach the special court that
has taken cognizance of the ED’s final
report with the complaint that the ED
officials were fabricating  evidence.

The FIR filed by the Kerala Police

against ED was termed by Union
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
as an attempt to delay and subvert the
probe into gold smuggling and hawala
transactions masterminded from the
Chief Minister’s Office.

Last week also saw Lok Ayukta of
Kerala pronouncing that K T Jaleel,
minister of higher education who was
also the chief of the outlawed SIMI has
committed impropriety in appointing
his close relation as the general man-
ager of the State Government owned
financial institution set up to offer help
to people belonging to the Muslim
community.

Though the CPI(M) leaders
declared unanimously that Jaleel need
not resign based on Lak Ayukta verdict
the party leaders dropped the minis-
ter like a hot potato when it was dis-
closed further that Abeed, the relation
was appointed based on the orders of
Vijayan. Jaleel resigned as minister
within hours and left for his home
town.

The Kerala Government has
already suffered loss of face when its
opposition to a demand for CBI probe
into the butchering of two Congress
activists at Kasaragod and rape and
murder of two teenaged sisters at
Walayar where overruled by the High
Court and asked the CBI to conduct the
investigation. The Pinarayi Vijayan
administration had spent crores of
rupees to hire leading advocates of the

Supreme Court to fight the cases.
The murder of Muslim League

leader Manzoor in Kannur district on
April 6  too has embarrassed the
party. Rathish, one of the prime
accused, a CPI(M) activist, was found
dead under mysterious conditions
after three days and the police
announced  on Saturday that it was a
case of murder. Rathish was murdered
by the other accused  in the case to
silence him from disclosing sensitive
materials.

Hands  of a 23-year-old youth at
Kathirur in Kannur was blown off on
April 14 as he was assembling a ‘coun-
try bomb’ to be used in a murder
planned by party leaders. The victim,
a CPI(M) activist, was a specialist in
assembling lethal and crude bombs.   

On Saturday, G Sudhakaran, min-
ister for public works, came out with
allegations that some “political crimi-
nals” were scheming  to finish him off.
Though he did not name any leaders,
it was clear that Sudhakaran was tar-
geting his rivals in the party.
Sudhakaran, a leading poet in Kerala,
is being seen as an honest politician.
But he was denied  party ticket in the
April 6 election which according to his
close aides was the handiwork of chief
minister Vijayan and his new Man
Friday, A Vijayaraghavan.

The CPI(M) is undergoing a har-
rowing time as none other than chief
minister is seen with a smiling case.

��������������������� ����	 ��!�
" �#�� �$�%�&��'! �#�!!�$�� (����

��������	������ �703�&8

In the panchayat elections, not
the granddaughter of former

CM Kalyan Singh, but the moth-
er-in-law will enter the ground.
On the other hand, in the ward
from which granddaughter
Purnima Singh was in the tick-
et line, the party has fielded
Khushboo, daughter-in-law of
BJP leader Rajesh Bhardwaj.
On Saturday evening, the party
declared the two candidates and
ended the suspense.

The BJP had released the list
of 45 district Panchayat mem-
bers late on Friday night. In
which the most prominent can-
didate was not fielded from
Ward-8. Before this ward,
Purnima Singh, grand daughter
of former CM and daughter
Rajvir Singh, was in the line of
contenders. So from this ward,
senior BJP leader Rajesh
Bhardwaj's daughter-in-law
Khushboo Bhardwaj had also
claimed. A lot of reconciliation
efforts were made by the party
to declare candidates in this
ward but the matter could not be
solved.

The talk of dynasticism rose
to the top. After which the top
leaders of the party came into
action. 
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Situation in Kerala has become
alarming as the Department of

Health on Sunday diagnosed 18, 257
persons with Covid-19. The State
has 1.23 million Covid-19 patients
as on Sunday evening, according to
a press release issued by the Health
Department of Kerala. The day
also saw 25 persons succumbing to
the pandemic taking the death toll
till date to 4,929.

Details release by  the  State
administration belied the claims
made by Chief Minister and Health
Minister that everything was under
control in Kerala. “Today’s data
proves that the Government has lost
control and direction of the pre-
ventive mechanism in the State.
Since day one the Kerala
Government failed to convince the
people to regulate and alter the life
style to check the spread of the pan-
demic. 

Wearing masks and maintain-
ing social distance alone would not
prevent Covid 19,” said Dr B Rajeev,
a physician specialising in Indian
System of Medicine to control the
pandemic.

A Government physician told
The Pioneer that the health depart-
ment was manipulating figures to
suit the convenience of the political
masters. “Though the release says
Ernakulam district  has 2,835

patients as on Suinday evening, the
district had registered more than
3,000 cases by 11 am itself,” said the
doctor.

Both Dr Rajeev and the
Government physicians were more
bothered about the post-covid syn-
drome which is expected to hit the
people in the 15 to 45 age group.
“They are the one that sustains the
nation. If they suffer any physio-
logical changes because of Covid-29,
we are in for  major trouble, eco-
nomically and socially,” said both
the doctors.

Meanwhile Tamil Nadu too
continued to test increased cases on
Sunday. The State diagnosed 10,723
new cases on Sunday while 42
fatalities were registered in the
State. The administration tight-
ened the restrictions and regulations
to take Covid-19 head on. A release
by the Government of Tamil Nadu
said the entire State would be put
under curfew from 10 pm to 4 am.
No vehicles will be allowed during
the curfew hours.

While Sundays would see total
lock down, tourism operations have
been suspended fully in hill stations
like Nilgiris, Kodaikkanal and
Yercaud. Only on-line classes are
allowed in colleges and universities.

While the Government post-
poned the 12th Board Examination,
parks, beaches, museums will
remain out of bound for all till fur-
ther orders.
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In tandem with writing a let-
ter to Prime Minister

Narendra Modi seeking express
assistance in handling the ris-
ing corona cases in Bengal,
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Sunday demand-
ed his resignation for preferring
election rallies over pandemic
management.

“Narendra Modi must
resign as the Prime Minister for
mishandling the COVID-19
situation,” Banerjee said, hold-
ing him primarily “responsible
for the present situation”
because “he did not make any
administrative planning for
2021.”

Pointing towards the “ter-
rifying situation” in Gujarat she
said “the BJP has failed to
handle the pandemic in Gujarat
… and now they have spread
this to the entire country
including Bengal.” 

Accusing the Prime

Minister of exporting vaccines
to 80 countries, Banerjee said,
“we have no problem if you
help others, but first give it to
Maharashtra, UP, Bengal, and
other states. But you ignored
thatduty,” which implied that
“you are only concerned about
your image-building exercise
across the world.”

Later in a press briefing her
senior Cabinet colleague Bratya
Basu too said that the official
view of the Trinamool
Congress was that the Prime
Minister had “betrayed the
Indians” alleging he exported
corona vaccine out to of India
when there was a shortage of
the medicine in the country.
“Instead of addressing election
rallies in Bengal the Prime
Minister should have stayed put
in Delhi,” monitoring and
streamlining the situation, he
said.

The attack notwithstanding
Banerjee on Sunday wrote an
express letter to the Prime

Minister seeking urgent help to
fight the pandemic 
situation.

The medical urgency
expressed in the letter seemed
to bear political underpinnings
even as the Chief Minister
requested “your urgent inter-
vention to ensure that the State
gets its requirement of vaccine
doses fulfilled at the earliest,”
considering a sharp rise in
corona cases in particularly
view of “coming of large num-
ber of outsiders to the State for
election campaign and other
purposes at the behest of some
political parties.”

Banerjee had been accus-
ing Modi and Amit Shah of
brining large number of “out-
siders” for election campaign
without knowing whether they
were carrying the disease or
not, thereby putting the lives of
the people in danger.

Banerjee who referred to
her previous letter written in
February seeking permission -

-- that the Centre would not
give --- to purchase vaccines
directly, wrote in Sunday’s let-
ter that Bengal needed 5.4
crores vaccines, 6,000 vials of
remedesivir and other drugs.

“We need around 6,000
vials of Remedesvir and 1,000
vials of Tocilizumab daily.
However, at present only 1,000
vials of Remedesvir is available
daily and no fresh supply of
Tocilizumab is coming,” she
wrote requesting the Prime
Minister to instruct SAIL a
public sector undertaking to
ensure a steady supply of med-
ical oxygen too.

Daily of rate Bengal’s coro-
na cases have gone up from a
few hundred the last fortnight
to about 10,000 per day with
the State Health Department
on Sunday complaining of
shortage of hospital beds and
instructing the health facilities
to admit only seriously infect-
ed patients and send the rest to
“safe homes.”
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Home Minister Amit Shah
on Sunday said that Chief

Minister Mamata Banerjee was
a demoralised person today as
she knew that she was going out
of power and that the BJP was
winning with huge margin.

Addressing a huge rally at
Burdwan East Shah said assert-
ed that out of 180 seats that went
to polls in the first five phases
till Saturday the BJP was sure to
win 122.

“Didi looks demoralized
these days as she knows the out-
come of the elections … she
knows that she is losing,” Shah
said advising the Chief Minister
to “please do not get angry and
please remain cool as you have
to walk back home after May 2”
when the result would come
out.

Referring to the polling in
high-profile Nandigram seat
Shah said that BJP nominee and
former lieutenant of the Chief
Minister Suvendu Adhikari
would win from that seat. “Take

it from me, Suvendu Adhikari
will win the elections from
Nandigram,” he said.

Taking a dig at the Chief
Minister for campaigning in the
elections with a plastered leg -
-- following an alleged fracture
that she received while cam-
paigning at Nandigram on
March 10 --- Shah urged “Didi
please make sure that your
plaster comes out by May 2
when the result comes out so
that you can walk up to the
Governor’s house on your own
to tender your resignation.”

The BJP had been of the
view that the Chief Minister was
making a mountain of a mole
hill insofar as her leg injury was
concerned so that she could
derive sympathy votes.

Meanwhile post-poll vio-
lence continued in various parts
of the State with on BJP booth
president Dilip Kirtaniya being
murdered by alleged Trinamool
Congress goons at Simurali in
Nadia district.

The angry BJP supporters
blocked NH 34 and the Railway

route demanding immediate
arrest of the accused Dulal and
Dilip Mondal local TMC lead-
ers who had allegedly threat-
ened the victim with dire con-
sequences for resisting the
Trinamool bid to capture the
booth on Saturday’s fifth phase
polling. The BJP later gheraoed
Chakdaha police station. The
accused had yet to be arrested.

Elsewhere, BJP and TMC
workers fought a pitched battle
at Lakhimpur Maath at
Burdwan where many houses of
the rival party members were
shattered. Similarly many peo-
ple were injured as street fight
ensured between BJP and TMC
workers in many places at
Krishnagar, sources said.

Back in Kolkata BJP candi-
date Kalyan Chowbey was
attacked by the TMC support-
ers at Sinthi More near Rabindra
Bharati University and he had
to be rescued by the police men.
At Duttabad in Bidhannagar
area the BJP and TMC men
fought each other and vandal-
ized local shops.
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Thiruvananthapuram: Amid Covid surge in the
state, the universities in Kerala have postponed
all offline exams scheduled from Monday
onwards following a communique from the
Kerala Governor Arif Mohammed Khan.

Calicut University, MG University, Kannur
University, Health University and Malayalam
University have announced that all exams
scheduled for Monday have been postponed.

The Governor has directed the universities
that it would be ideal to postpone the examina-
tions owing to the safety of the students and
teachers with the Covid cases mounting in the
state.

Students and parents had earlier petitioned
the universities to postpone the examinations.
Senior Congress leader and opposition leader of
the state Ramesh Chennithala and Member of
Parliament from Thiruvananthapuram Shashi
Tharoor had also requested the Governor to
postpone the examinations. IANS
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With the Integrated
Command Control

Centre (ICCC) failing to
respond to the needs of Covid
patients, it is now the Chief
Minister's helpline which is
coming to the aid of Covid
infected persons.

Out of the 8,16,962 people
who have contacted the CM
Helpline through its toll free
number 1076 for different
kinds of support, it has
addressed issues of 8,13,930
people to date.

According to the govern-
ment spokesman, the CM
Helpline has also contacted
13,526 corona positive patients
living in home, or hospital
isolation so far to enquire
about their health and offer
them appropriate medical
advice regarding doses of med-
icines and quarantine rules.

Similarly, the helpline has
called 2,477 Covid positive
patients to get details of their
treatment and condition.

Besides, the helpline has
contacted a total of 6,100 Covid
positive individuals to date to
offer them advice on home iso-
lation, to get information from
them on any other suspected
case in their families and also
making arrangements for send-
ing them medicines.

The helpline is receiving a
large number of calls on a daily
basis from those seeking infor-
mation on how to fight the
virus.

Around 500 employees
work in three shifts at the
helpline's headquarters to listen
to corona related problems of
people and help them find
ways to resolve them.

Apart from this, the
helpline has called 2,115 village
heads and 1,638 councilors to
seek information from them on
the status of the special clean-
liness and communicable dis-
ease control campaign in their
areas.

A total of 2,14,140 people
have been contacted in this
regard so far.

The CM Helpline has also
contacted several patients in
seven major Covid hospitals to
get their feedback on the pro-
vision of medical facilities,
sanitation and toilets and
apprised the superintendents of
the concerned hospitals and the
district magistrates of the con-
cerned districts about it.

The helpline also informs
people about the sample test-
ing facilities in the state, and
how to treat Covid patients.
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After a mid-night drama at the
Bandra-Kurla Complex (BKC)

Police station in north-central
Mumbai over the detention of a
director of a pharmaceutical com-
pany for allegedly hoarding 60,000
Remdesivir vials, State Home
Minister Dilip Walse-Patil on
Sunday indicated that the State
Government might initiate action
against leader of the Opposition
Devendra Fadnavis and other BJP
leaders for “interfering” in the
investigations by the police.

Hours after a major contro-
versy broke out over Fadnavis and
other State BJP leaders’ visit to the
BKC Police station shortly before
midnight ostensibly to “enquire”
about the detention of the direc-
tor of Bruck Pharma, the State

Home Minister confirmed that he
had taken cognisance of the inci-
dent at the incident at the police
station and hinted at the possibil-
ity of initiating action against
Fadnavis and other BJP.

“I will talk to my colleagues
and take a decision on the nature
of action to be taken in this
regard,” Walse-Patil said, when he
was asked whether the state gov-
ernment would take action against
Fadnavis and other BJP leaders for
allegedly “interfering” in the police
investigations.

Earlier in the day, Maharashtra
NCP president and State Water
Resources Minister Jayant Patil and
State Congress president Nana
Patole hit out at Fadnavis and other
BJP leaders for “interfering” in the
investigations over the alleged
hoarding of Remdesivir vials by a

pharmaceutical company.
In a letter written to chief min-

ister Uddhav Thackeray, Patole
alleged that Fadnavis, leader of the
Opposition in the State Legislative
Council Pravin Derekar and party
leader Prasad Lad had put pressure
on the BKC police and got the
detained Bruck Pharma director
released.

“The three BJP leaders and
hundreds of party workers inter-
fered in the investigations in a
Remdesivir hoarding case and
got the firm’s director released.
They claimed that the pharma
owner had got stocks of
Remdesivir for them after obtain-
ing permission from a Union
Minister. Since Remdesivir stocks
cannot be obtained and distributed
by private people, how did
Fadnavis obtain permission for the

same from the Centre?,” Patole
asked in his letter to the chief min-
ister. Demanding to know under
what law the BJP leaders pur-
chased Remdesivir vials from the
pharmaceutical company, Jayant
Patil wondered: “How could the
State BJP leaders purchase
Remdesivir vials without inform-
ing the state government and the
local police? Is there change in law
with regard to Remdesivir?”   

In post-mid night tweets put
out after his and other BJP lead-
ers’ visit to the BKC police station,
Fadnavis had claimed that the
police had detained an official of
Bruck Pharma who was supposed
to supply #Remdesivir to
Maharashtra.

“As we all are fighting against
#COVID19 pandemic in such a
difficult times, in an extremely

shameful act, MVA Government
suddenly detained official of Bruck
Pharma who was supposed to sup-
ply #Remdesivir to Maharashtra,”
Fadnavis had tweeted, while
defending the pharmaceutical
company accused of hoarding
60,000 Remdesivir vials.

“He took all permissions from
Maharashtra & Daman adminis-
tration,even Union Minister him-
self asked him to supply maximum
Remdesivir to Maharashtra, And
if still MVA is busy doing such
cheap politics, it is a matter of utter
shame!,” Fadnavis had tweeted.

Meanwhile, Mumbai’s Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Operations) and police
spokesperson Chaitanya S issued
a detailed statement on the inci-
dent that took place at the BKC
police station on Saturday night.

“Mumbai Police had specific
information about stocking of a
large quantity (60,000 vials) of
Remdesevir medicine by a phar-
maceutical company. This stock of
Remdesevir could not be export-
ed due to an existing ban by the
Government of India on the export
of Remdesevir. Remdesevir is con-
sidered a life saving medicine for
Covid-19 positive patients,”
Chaitanaya said.

“Acting on specific informa-
tion, on 17th April, a director of
this pharmaceutical company was
called by BKC Police Station for
inquiry. A team from the Food and
Drugs Administration (FDA) was
also there at BKC Police Station.
The Commissioner and Joint
Commissioner, FDA, were also
aware of this,” the police
spokesperson said.
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ate its small fleets, like
Australia’s Qantas and British
Airways, have given a vote of
confidence to the aircraft and
plan to bring it back into ser-
vice once demand picks up. 

Airbus had in 2000 pre-
dicted the need for over 1,000
new “Very Large Aircraft”.
This market survey was the
basis for the European com-
pany spending billions of
euros developing the aircraft
along with both direct and
indirect subsidies by European
Governments, including the
UK, where the massive plane’s
wings are manufactured. It is
estimated that over the life-
time of the aircraft, develop-
mental costs crossed 14 billion
euros, or $16.75 billion. Rival
American manufacturer
Boeing was more pragmatic,
having once considered a full
twin-deck aircraft like the A380
that could have been based on
the 747 or developing a design
study called the MD-12 from
McDonnell Douglas, a rival
firm that it had acquired.
Boeing’s survey around the
same time predicted the
demand for just 320 such air-
craft and while the American
firm did a quick update on the
venerable 747, calling it the
747-8 with an updated wing,
modern engines and a longer
fuselage, this passenger version
of the aircraft did not even top

50 sales, although Lufthansa is
keeping the 747-8 around
while retiring the A380. But
with Airbus cancelling the
A380’s freighter version,
Boeing dominated this seg-
ment with the 747-8 version.
While demand has tapered off,
it is a twist of fate that the
Boeing 747 production line
will actually continue till 2022,
53 years after the “Queen of
the Skies” had her first flight.

Besides, several other issues
doomed the A380 as a com-
mercially viable project. For
one, there was a monumental
software cock-up where differ-
ent versions of software used at
different production facilities
led to huge complications in
wiring. With over 350 km of
wiring cable on the A380, the
inability to connect on differ-
ent segments led to workers
hand-wiring the first few air-
craft, starting a cascading series
of delays in the first flight and
production. The aircraft’s first
flight took place in 2005 and the
first delivery in late 2007 to
Singapore Airlines, just before
the 2008 meltdown dealt a
body blow to world travel.

However, the 2010s were
a golden era for international
travel. While Emirates most
notably took the A380 to new
heights, even fitting a shower
cubicle in the First Class,
most other airlines took a pass

on the giant jet. As Boeing had
predicted, it was the “middle
market” aircraft, planes seating
250-350 passengers, that drove
the market. These aircraft
were smaller, had only two
engines and with incredible
ranges they managed to cre-
ate a host of new routes that
bypassed traditional hubs such
as Heathrow, Frankfurt and
Paris. Direct flights between
India and the US finally
became possible, thanks to the
Boeing 777 and 787. Even
Airbus joined in the revolution
with the Airbus A350, despite
backing the A380 for years. 

Cities like Dubai are a nat-
ural hub and the A380 will not
go out of service anytime
soon. At some major airports
like Heathrow, which have
limited slots, the A380 will
continue to make sense. But as
designed it belonged to a dif-
ferent era, an era when large
jets between major airports
were the norm. Maybe in the
future, a very large aircraft will
again be needed to cope with
rising passenger numbers and
the need to balance travel with
environmental concerns. It is
a great piece of engineering
and an aviation feat that we
should marvel at, but it was
not a plane of its time. 

(The author is Managing
Editor, The Pioneer. The views
expressed are personal.)
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On March 19, 2021, an
Airbus A380 emerged
from the final assem-
bly line in Toulouse,

France. Like 250 similar aircraft
before it, it took to the air
comfortably, its gigantic wings
lifting 350 tonnes of weight off the
ground. The Airbus A380 may
not be the prettiest flying machine
ever made, but just like champi-
on weightlifters, this aircraft does
it effortlessly. In fact, fully loaded
and fuelled up, the Airbus A380
can lift a massive 575 tonnes and
fly for 14-15 hours, as it regular-
ly does in service with the
Dubai-based Emirates between
the Arab Emirates and west
coast cities in the US. But this
flight was special not because it
was travelling a short distance
to the northern German city of
Hamburg to be painted and kit-
ted out, but because it was the
last Airbus A380 to leave the
Toulouse factory.

Twenty-one years since the
Airbus A3XX project was
launched and after 255 aircraft
were built, not including the one
that was built for ground-testing
only, the manufacturing story of
the world’s largest passenger
aircraft came to an end. Thanks
to the plane forming the back-
bone of Emirates, which ordered
almost half the production run,
and to which this final aircraft
will also eventually go, the
Airbus A380 is likely to remain
in service for at least 10-15 more
years. However, some of the ear-
liest built A380s for first opera-
tor Singapore Airlines and one
of Emirates’ oldest aircraft are
already being scrapped. 

Ironically, both Air France
and Lufthansa, the flag carriers
of France and Germany, the
nations that build most of the
plane, have withdrawn from
service 10 and 14 aircraft, respec-
tively; some of the German car-
rier’s planes being just six years
old. Of course, this is more due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, but
it is likely that the A380 might
not return to service with many
airlines, for example Thai
Airways — which is in a finan-
cial pickle thanks to tourism
dropping off a cliff — is mulling
selling some of its fleet of six
A380s. Other airlines that oper-

SOUNDBITE
��������	
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Sir —Recently, US President Joe  Biden
answered in the affirmative when asked
whether  North Korea was high on his glob-
al diplomatic list. No one would dispute the
overriding importance of denuclearisation
for fostering peace in northeast Asia.  Kim
Jong-un, the supreme leader of North
Korea, cannot be expected to bow to any-
body’s diktat. Even if denuclearisation hap-
pens, it is going to be a long drawn process.
If Biden has taken a step forward to meet
with the US’ bugbear,  he needs to be com-
plimented because he looks determined to
strike a different note than his predecessors. 

Kim is wary of the US because of
Washington’s closeness to Seoul. The mili-
tary exercises between the US and South
Korea have ensured there is no love lost
between the two. But  the greatest strength
of North Korea is undoubtedly China.
Beijing is the big brother of Pyongyang for
all practical purposes. Not that Kim is ever
ready to dance to Xi Jinping’s tune. Nowhere
near that, but considering the sanctions
imposed against North Korea by other
nations, Kim may not mind the seemingly
unpleasant task of leaning on Jinping’s shoul-
der.  It is true that Beijing had not opposed
sanctions on Pyongyang but, sometimes,
international relations warrant two friend-
ly countries taking a joint course in inter-
personal equations notwithstanding the
global stance. In the battle for the world
‘strongman’ status, both the US and China
have preferred to  take sides without mak-
ing it too obvious. Jinping’s shrewd diplo-
matic brain knows his country can at least
hope to  count on the US in embarrassing
scenarios with regard to contentious issues.    

Ganapathi Bhat | Akola
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Sir — This refers to the editorial ‘Good omen’
(April 17). Verily speaking, Chief Justice of
India SA Bobde’s observation, in response
to a plea filed by a women lawyers’ body call-
ing for the appointment of meritorious
women judges in the High Courts, that the
time has come when a woman should head

the top court has come across as a shot in
the arm as well as a silver lining for those
aspiring for larger representation of women
in the country’s judiciary. In fact, 81 female
judges across the 25 High Courts in the
country against  1,078 male counterparts is
a matter of solicitude that flies in the face
of the much-hyped indiscrimination against
women. 

In fact, it is the pathetic political will
stemming from male chauvinism that keeps
women judges aloof from their appointment
in the High Courts. At a time when female
judicial officers are willing to take up the
challenge, the Collegium must allow them
the chance. It will really be a good omen for
their future in the judiciary.

Azhar A Khan | Rampur 
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Sir — It is dangerous warning that the num-
ber of Corona-affected patients in a day

crossed 2.16 lakh throughout the country.
On the one side, the Central Government
advises people to get vaccinated  and, on the
other, vaccination centres and private hos-
pitals claim that they have not yet received
vaccine stocks from the Centre. This is fur-
ther contributing to a tremendous spike in
the number of  COVID cases in the   coun-
try. Vaccination cannot be the only solution
for curbing the spread but following all safe-
ty protocols — such as wearing masks, sani-
tising hands and maintaining social distanc-
ing — is more important.  It is in this con-
text that both the Telugu States are ignor-
ing  to enforce safety protocols  in gather-
ings, political assemblies and other market-
places, which is a cause for worry.  

Katuru Rao | Hyderabad

��������	
���������������
��!!�'%!(*�("��'D&C���?1(C�

.��� �����
�������������������
	�����
	�����
�
�������"��	����
	��-�#��������	$� ����
���	���������	�������?�	�������"�� ���

�	� 
���-D��������	$�
���������	��	�������������

�� �
	
� ����
�����)� 	���!�����������	�)-
/�������	�������
	����	��������
�#F���	������$
	���
���
�	�����������	������
	���� 
��
	�

�����)�
�����������-���������	-��6��
���
 
��
�� � 	��� ������ ���!?A02� �
���� ��� 
�������)
��
�	�������������)�
�������	��	������
�
���$�	���3�����2���	���'�����	�K32'L��
	�
���� �
�� ����� �� ���
���� �)� ��	���
	���
�

�������-� &����� ��� 
���� 	������� ��	�� ���
B�
 ���	������������������)�
����������������
�����������
�����
���������(�� ���
������	����

	������
������
����		����	��������)-�������
	��������	�),���	
	���	$�	������������������
���$���	������������	��
����
�����	
������
�	
�	�
��)������
�����
�	���	��
�����
���
	��	�������������������	������
�	�)�
�-�

.��� �
	��	� 
�
��
���� �������� �����
	��
 ����� �
�	����� 	���$� ��� 	��� +���
� 0���

/��������&����	����0�����K+0/&0L� ���������
	��#�-D����	��� ��(��������������"$�������	���
�����	��������	� ��(���� ��(��
���
����	� ������	
�����������������	������ � 
���	��������	���
���-���������� ���)�������	����
�	�	�
	�	��
�������� �������)�  
�� ������� ���	�
������������	���������� 
�����	�0���
�
�� �
�
 ����	�
�	�������	�����������������	��
������
���	���� K00'L� ��� �
��
�)� 
��� >����
�)-
0����
	���������
��'����
������
�
����B�0����
�
�������� 
������	�
	�	�������)��	�����
�����
���������������� ������� �����������
	���� 
�������
����-�.������)������	���� 
)�	�
�
����
���	��������)�����
��	����
�����
������	�������	�����
����	��	�����
���
�������
��)������
������-

��%�����������" I����������

��������������
 ��� ��!� ��"���
.���	��	�����	�
	�2���
	�����	��������� �
����	��
���
�������
	�����
	��������������
!�����/��
�M������
�

�������
��	���������
����	���� �	����
��������-�

�'�C����"�%!�'��
N�+
�����
�����

��������
��0�����$�0
 ���������
�)� �	�
)����	����	��
�	������	��������
	�������
��$�	��
������	����
��

����
���� �	�������	����	��	�
�
����-

�,0�"� ���$�'�
N�&
���!
�	��

0B�	�
��������	�
7����
�
�����	��
!
��	
�-�0���
������
�
�����
����	�������

���	��	-�0������ ������

���	�	���
��!?A02�"#��
����
��
�����
����-���������������������������

�1!('
N�������1�
�

!�����	�)$�	���4	
	����
���������������
��)���$�
���������	�)
	�����	����������	���
����������	����������
����
����������-�

����'�%�!'�����
N�%���
��.�
�(��
)�

6����)�����
)����
)��������	�)$�)�������	
�����
�������	�
���	�
	
 
����������	��

	��-�0����	�	�
	�0
�������
��������
���	

��		������	�������	���	-�


�""�%�*��E�'�
N���(�	
�&
��
�

��&&�'� &(�&&)���*$&('



'�
	�
��
��	�+
����������"


�������@���������
������������
�
���@�	
��������@�
�������


�����66�	��
	?
F.��������������	
�����

���
�	���

@��
��	���	�
���-�������G�����44�	
�
�	5����

	������
���	��.����	�@����?����4>�	
�
�	5
��
������	�.��������������	������64;?
F@�	
��������������������	
�������
���
���
��

On social media sites, one occasionally
comes across Pakistanis using the term
“motherland” for their country.

Interestingly though, this term is not used as fre-
quently in Pakistan as it is in India or Russia. It
does not figure in Pakistan’s national anthem
either. The usage of the term “motherland” is
infrequent outside the patriotic literature and
rhetoric emerging from the country’s armed
forces. The masculine flip of this term is
“fatherland”, which is largely used in European
nations. Both the terms are often associated with
the institutionalisation of the idea of national-
ism and the forms of patriotism that it encour-
ages. This should mean that the terms “moth-
erland” and “fatherland” began to appear from
the 18th century onwards, when groups of peo-
ple started to define themselves as nations that
shared cultural histories and geography. But
according to an 1882 book, ‘Notes and Queries’,
the word “fatherland” first appeared as an English
term in the early 13th century.

According to Clay Thompson in the
February 10, 2015 issue of ‘The Arizona Republic’,
the English term is derived from the Latin word,
“patria.” Its English translation is father. The
word “patriotism” also comes from “patria.” So,
even though originally the word “fatherland”
simply meant a region of birth of one’s father, it
eventually became an expression of patriotism
towards one’s nation.

The origins of the term “motherland” are
even more obscure. The American scholar
Charles Anthon writes in his 1867 book ‘Aeneid
of Virgil’, that ancient Romans saw Italy, the seat
of the Roman Empire, as “motherland.” 

In a January 2010 article, the American
author Maeve Maddox writes that terms such as
“mother country” were in use in the 16th cen-
tury, but “motherland” was most prominent in
Russian fairy tales. It quickly came to mean love
for the mother country, Russia (Matushka
Rossiya or Mother Russia). It was adopted as is
by the communists even after they overthrew the
Russian monarchy in 1917.

In the 19th century, the term “Bharat Mata”
emerged in India. According to the historian DN
Jha in an April 5, 2016 essay, the term “Bharat
Mata” started to appear from the late 19th cen-
tury onwards, but wasn’t fully established until
1906. It soon became associated with anti-colo-
nial movements spearheaded by the Indian
National Congress (INC). The term also became
part of the rhetoric of Hindu nationalists, who
began to imagine India as a Hindu goddess.

In Europe, using the terms “motherland” and
“fatherland” to express one’s patriotism towards
one’s country has gradually receded. But these
terms are still part of the national anthems of
some European countries and are often used by
Right-wing nationalist groups. 

On the other hand, Americans mostly refer
to their country as “homeland”, even though
“motherland” and “fatherland” first appeared in
the ‘American Dictionary of the English Language’
in 1847. The term “homeland” gained more cur-
rency after the 9/11 episode, which triggered the
creation of the national security term, ‘Homeland
Security.’

However, Peggy Noonan, in the June 14,

2002 issue of the ‘Wall Street
Journal’, writes that the term had
a fascistic ring to it and that
Americans hardly ever used the
word “homeland” to describe their
country of birth. 

To Clay Thompson, however,
compared to “motherland” and
“fatherland”, “homeland” was gen-
der-neutral. He also informs us
that it was entered in the US edi-
tion of the ‘Webster’s Eighth
Collegiate Dictionary’ in 1973.

So what’s the difference
between “fatherland” and “moth-
erland?” Apparently none. Both
are regions where one’s parents or
ancestors were born. But given the
manner in which the idea of
nationalism has evolved in the last
200 years or so, both the terms
have gained a lot of ideological
weight. However, it is also true that
their usage has gradually eroded in
most Western countries.
According to Maeve Maddox,
“Fatherland suggests Government
and order. Motherland connotes
birth and nurturing.” 

When German nationalism
began to assert itself, from the early
19th century onwards, and espe-
cially when it came into full
fruition — rather mutation — dur-
ing the rise of Nazi Germany in the
1930s, the idea of Germany as a
fatherland firmly rooted itself in
the German national psyche.

In this context, the word
“fatherland” came to be associat-
ed with a State that behaves like a
stern, authoritative and discipli-
nary father, but one that is also
benevolent. On the other hand,
“motherland” is associated with a
State that is nurturing and organ-
ic, yet fiercely protective of its cit-
izens that are portrayed as its chil-
dren.

In India, Russia and the
Philippines, for example, the State
is imagined as a mother. Curiously,
recently this idea of a mother-State
has been given masculine charac-
teristics in India and Russia, so that
it can fit the paradigm of the more
assertive nature of nationalism
emerging in both the countries.

In most nations in Europe, the
State is imagined as a father, even
though, as mentioned earlier, this
idea has largely eroded in many
European countries, especially
after the horrors of the World War
II were unleashed and lived
through. But a Right-wing resur-
gence in some of these countries
is rekindling and romanticising it.

The founders of Pakistan did
not use any of the two terms.
However, when Rahmat Ali, one of
the earliest Indian Muslims to
demand a separate Muslim coun-
try in the region, detailed his idea
of such a country in a 1933 book,
he called it fatherland. The title of

the book was ‘Pakistan: The
Fatherland of Pak Nation.’

One of the overriding reasons
for this was that the Congress Party
and Hindu nationalists were
explaining India as a “motherland.”
So Ali had to go the other way.
Second, Arabs had traditionally
described their regions as the
“lands of our fathers and forefa-
thers”, even though Ali was South
Asian and the Arabs had done so
even before they adopted Islam.

Nevertheless, in a January 19,
1940 article for the British maga-
zine ‘Time and Tide’, the future
founder of Pakistan, Muhammad
Ali Jinnah, explains India as a
“common motherland of Hindus
and Muslims.” But he never
referred to Pakistan as a “mother-
land” or “fatherland.”

The reason some Pakistanis
use the term “motherland” is
mainly because the State in
Pakistan is imagined as a mother
figure. One can, therefore, often
come across statements such as
“riyasat toh maa ki tarha hoti hai
(the State is like a mother).”

Yet, there are now also those
who, just like many in Europe,
believe that not only have the
terms “motherland” and “father-
land” run their course, but the kind
of nationalism that they evoke can
be narrow, chauvinistic and non-
inclusive, instead of being civil.
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The gruesome incident,
in which 22 security
personnel were killed

by the Naxalites in
Chhattisgarh recently,
deserves the harshest con-
demnation. This incident is
not the first-of-its-kind and
there have been numerous
such targeted attacks by the
outlaws on our security
forces. A few days ago, eight
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) personnel were killed
in a landmine ambush at
Sukma.  Last year as many as
300 Naxals attacked the 74th
battalion of the CRPF. In
2014 more than 26 paramil-
itary personnel and in 2010
more than 70 CRPF jawans
were killed in the same area
by these outlaws. 

The recent incidents have
once again confirmed that
Maoists have not been wiped
out, though they were down
for a while. Chhattisgarh

appears to have become the
epicentre of such attacks.
The Government is con-
cerned about how to eradi-
cate the menace of Naxalism
which is posing a grave chal-
lenge to the entire security
apparatus. The recent attacks
that were carried out using
Improvised Explosive
Devices (IEDs) and the kind
of modus-operandi the Naxal
cadres have adopted, speak
volumes about the unprece-
dented violence and ruthless-
ness that have engulfed their
minds. The current state of
affairs does not offer any
hope of reconciliation and
negotiation with them. 

The attacks were carried
out despite repeated warn-
ings by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, which shows
the audacity of the present
breed of Maoists and also
that they are undeterred by
such warnings. The brutal

killing of our jawans reminds
us of the cold-blooded mur-
der of Inspector Francis
Induwar by Maoist guerrillas
in 2009 which sent the mes-
sage that it is difficult to per-
suade the outlaws to change
their mind, by reason or by
threat. 

In the last few years, the
simmering discontent and
prevailing unrest among the
rural population in States
like Chhattisgarh, West
Bengal, Andhra Pradesh,
Bihar and Odisha has been
expressed in the form of
naked violence. The Naxals
plan their attack in such a
way that people see justice
and fulfillment of a cause in
these inhuman killings.
Attacks on important
Government buildings, tele-
phone exchanges, railway
stations, villages and police
pickets have become quite
common. In some areas

where there was a lull for
long, the recurrence of Naxal
activities has disturbed the
peace. Bihar witnessed a
phase of Naxal activities in
earlier days as there were var-
ious extremist organisations
operating in the State, includ-
ing the Indian People’s Front
(IPF), the Mazdoor Kisan
Sangram Samiti  (MKSS)
and the Maoist Communist
Centre (MCC). There have

been a number of attacks on
police pickets by them. In
some areas of central Bihar
their underground opera-
tions are on the rise. The
Naxals raise funds by means
of extortion from the con-
tractors, corrupt officials and
powerful landlords. The
MCC is very active in central
Bihar districts such as Patna,
Jehanabad, Gaya, Nalanda
and Navada. In Jehanabad,
the mobilisation of weaker
sections of society by the IPF
and the MKSS has been
mainly on the basis of a
common concern for equi-
table distribution of land and
payment of minimum wages,
among other things. 

Over the years, Andhra
Pradesh has suffered heavy
losses because of the upsurge
in Naxalite activities. In the
last two decades the People’s
War Group (PWG) has con-
tinued with its activities

which include bank rob-
beries, murder of policemen,
kidnapping of businessmen,
officials and attempts at polit-
ical assassinations.

Despite the repeated
attempts by States and the
Centre to control the menace
of Naxalism, the problem
has only amplified. These
outlaws are misled by some
powerful syndicates for polit-
ical gains. The common peo-
ple living in the Red Corridor
are caught between the
Naxals and the security
forces, as they can neither
dare to go against the former
nor can they support the
latter. Taking sides, means
facing the wrath of either
group. There is a need for
strong political will to dispel
the psychological fear creat-
ed by the Naxalites in the
minds of the people and
instil confidence among the
citizens that the State is by

their side. There is also a
need to strengthen the
Intelligence system and work
upon achieving greater coor-
dination among the security
forces, including the local
police. It is time we devise a
multifaceted approach,
including the support of the
media, in order to change the
sympathetic attitude of peo-
ple towards the Maoists. 

Naxalites, through their
guerrilla warfare have
dodged our jawans and have
cornered them, though the
latter are much superior in
their training, number,
equipment and potential.
Hence, it’s time to understand
and work with a comprehen-
sive vision to counter the
Naxal-psyche while simulta-
neously generating confi-
dence among the masses —
which can play a decisive role
in this battle against the
Naxalism. 

%#�&��$����'����(�&���&�')�*�"$�$+�"�,$""�����$�*�"��#��(��&�+&������-.��#����/�"$����$'��#��0$'����(�*��*"���'��$'��$"�+�'($��'+���0�')��#�0��#����#��!�����$��-.��#�$&��$��

������������������ ������� � !�"#"�

�,
���2"��!.#���  �2(�� �
�����(-��<�
��)���������I ;.��2
��)'��������I ���	
��
-��<�
��)�������<

FIRSTCOLUMN
�>=/	�1) ,	>�?=

/1	�=�/�/&
'�	�������
���	)$���	�
�����	������
���J�.�������H��	�	��
���
��	�������	��������$� �	���������������	���
��

4�7

� ��'��)��

POINTCOUNTERPOINT

The writer is a journalist
and columnist of 

international repute.
The views expressed 

are personal.
Courtesy: Dawn

0	"����$�����
�	��������	��	�

�
�	��	���(�
	-�.���

/073�� )$�*-��

The writer is a professor
and expert on strategic

affairs. The views expressed 
are personal. 



.�����/������������������ ������� � !�"#"�

&'(&&$�0&'(&&$�0
0�(1��

������	�.�	.�����
�����������
��	�����
��'��"������ �������
������
����	�
	

���	�
�	��������3��
��� ����������
 ��	����
������
)� �������
����	���
	����)�
��������	������������
�����
���������	���	����-�.�������
������	����)�������	�������
�)
' !�����
����	�
	��"��������	����	��
�����)��� ����������� ��	����
�	���
���
����	����	����)�
�$� ������C����
���	��
����������	���	���	����)$���

�� ��
����)������	������4���
)-


�������H�
�
������	

����	
�������I��	�
��� ���.���2�	��	����/�
�������	��
/
���
�����'���������4���
)�
����	��
�
�����8
5��$�����	�4����	
�)���
	���8��
O
	���0��
����	
�	���	��	-�.��
	������	
�	����
�����������.�H�
��
��������	
	������ -�8�� ����������	�	�
	���2/���
�5�
�	�������2�
(
�
�	��
 �����8
5��� ����������������������
	�������	$�2���	)�!������������
.�H�
�����������$��
��-

=��������������	�-�����
��������	J.��	���
���
-�0,����	���
�	�����	����������

�
��)� ����(������
�	�����(�� �
���������������������	���
	�

��5����������
���	
���+
��
��
�
��������$�������
����
������4���
)-
'�������
�����������P�
���
5
�
�(�
����
���	����������	��
������
�������������	���	���������	�����������
�
�
��	
�$��
�
�
�
�$������	����
��� �

����)-

>�����������������
-�����������	������

��-
-�0,���.����������������	
����� ���
(������ �����������	����������
����
	��������������
�
���	�	�����
����
���	
�,��/
��������������$�	��
�
	��	����
��	����������������
		
�(�$�
�
������
��������������4���
)-

�H�������.���������	�4=
�.		��������		��	
���
�'�&,���.���!O����&����������
����������"C�����)�������	���&����
�
��
��)����'�
���$� ��� ���

�������)�Q����	������
�����������	��
&����
�������	���������R$�>������
�����	����
��8

��(��
��-

��������
����.��������
���
�	�����
I��	������
��'��"��3��
��'�������	�>�
�(�
6
�	���4	�������� ������
��

�����
	��������	����/��������
4���
)����	�������������������	�),�
��
���������
���	����� ����
�������
����	��	��������������
�����-

B e i j i n g / Wa s h i n g t o n :
Following talks between US cli-
mate envoy John Kerry and his
Chinese counterpart Xie
Zhenhua, the world’s two
largest producers of green-
house gases issued a joint
statement saying they would
cooperate on mitigating climate
change.

The talks were took place
from Thursday to Friday in
Shanghai.

“China and the US are
committed to cooperating with
each other and with other
countries to tackle the climate
crisis, which must be addressed

with the seriousness and
urgency that it demands.

“This includes both
enhancing their respective
actions and cooperating in
multilateral processes, includ-
ing the UN Framework
Convention on Climate
Change and the Paris
Agreement.

“Both countries recall their
historic contribution to the
development, adoption, signa-
ture, and entry into force of the
Paris Agreement through their
leadership and collaboration,”
Xinhua news agency quoted
the statement as saying

Under the Paris deal, the
nearly 200 signatory states
agreed to limit global warming
to well below 2 degrees Celsius,
if possible even to 1.5 degrees,
in comparison with the pre-
industrial times of 1850-1900,
reports dpa news agency.

By that measure, the Earth
has already warmed by about 1
degree.

The statement also added
that the two superpowers
looked forward to the US-
hosted Leaders Summit on
Climate on April 22-23.

“They share the Summit’s
goal of raising global climate

ambition on mitigation, adap-
tation, and support on the
road to COP 26 in Glasgow.”

Kerry, a former Secretary
of State, visited China last
week, the highest-ranking rep-
resentative of the new US
administration to do so as of
yet.

Climate is considered one
of the few areas in which coop-
eration between the two strate-
gic rivals seems possible at
present.

The relationship has
slumped to its lowest point
since diplomatic relations were
established in 1979. IANS

WASHINGTON : Less than
three months after former
President Donald Trump left
the White House, the race to
succeed him atop the
Republican Party is already
beginning.

Trump’s former secretary
of State, Mike Pompeo, has
launched an aggressive sched-
ule, visiting States that will play
a pivotal role in the 2024 pri-
maries, and he has signed a
contract with Fox News
Channel. Mike Pence, Trump’s
former vice president, has start-

ed a political advocacy group,
finalized a book deal and later
this month will give his first
speech since leaving office in
South Carolina. And Florida
Gov. Ron DeSantis has been
courting donors, including in
Trump’s backyard, with a
prominent speaking slot before
the former president at a GOP
fundraising retreat dinner this
month at Mar-a-Lago, the
Florida resort where Trump
now lives.

Trump ended his presi-
dency with such a firm grip on

Republican voters that party
leaders fretted he would freeze
the field of potential 2024 can-
didates, delaying preparations
as he teased another run.
Instead, many Republicans
with national ambitions are
openly laying the groundwork
for campaigns as Trump con-
tinues to mull his own plans.

They’re raising money,
making hires and working to
bolster their name recogni-
tion. The moves reflect both
the fervor in the party to
reclaim the White House and

the reality that mounting a
modern presidential campaign
is a yearslong endeavor.

“You build the ark before it
rains,” said Michael Steel, a
Republican strategist who
worked for Jeb Bush’s presi-
dential 2016 campaign, among
others. “They’re going to do the
things they need to do if he
decides not to run.”

Trump, at least for now, is
giving them plenty of leeway,
convinced they pose little threat
to his own ambitions.

It’s a free country. Folks can

do what they want,” Trump
adviser Jason Miller said in
response to the moves. 

“But,” he added, “if
President Trump does decide to
run in 2024, the nomination
will be his if you’re paying any
attention to public polling of
Republican voters.”

Polling does indeed show
that Trump remains a com-
manding figure among GOP
voters, despite his loss in
November to Democrat Joe
Biden. Republican leaders,
including those who may hope

to someday succeed him, have
been careful to tend to his ego
and make clear they have no
plans to challenge his standing.

Florida Sen. Rick Scott,
the chairman of the National
Republican Senatorial
Committee, last weekend
awarded Trump a new
“Champion for Freedom
Award,” which the group pub-
licized — complete with a
photo of a smiling, golf-attired
Trump holding a small, gleam-
ing cup — even after the for-
mer president went after Senate

Republican leader Mitch
McConnell of Kentucky in a
profanity-laden speech.

A day later, former South
Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley,
considered a top-tier 2024 can-
didate, told The Associated
Press that she will sit out the
race if Trump runs again.

“I would not run if
President Trump ran, and I
would talk to him about it,” she
said in Orangeburg, South
Carolina. 

“That’s something that we’ll
have a conversation about at

some point, if that decision is
something that has to be made.”

The deference is, in part, an
acknowledgement of Trump’s
continued power. 

Even out of office and
without his Twitter mega-
phone, Trump remains deeply
popular with the GOP base and
is bolstered by an $85 million
war chest that can be shared
with endorsed candidates,
spent on advertising and used
to fund travel and pay for
polling and consultants.

AP
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Kieve: In a retaliatory move,
the Ukrainian Foreign Ministry
has asked a Russian diplomat in
Kiev to leave the country with-
in 72 hours starting from April
19 in response to Moscow’s
expulsion of a Ukrainian con-
sul.

In a statement on Saturday,
the Foreign Ministry said it
strongly protests against
Russia’s “illegal” detention of an
employee of the Consulate
General of Ukraine in St.
Petersburg on April 16 and
completely rejects the accusa-
tions made against the consular
officer, reports Xinhua news
agency.

“In response to this provo-
cation, the senior diplomat of
the Russian Embassy in Kyiv
must leave the territory of
Ukraine within 72 hours, start-
ing from April 19,” a statement
read.

Earlier on Saturday, the
Russian Federal Security
Service (FSB) reported
Ukrainian consul Oleksandr
Sosoniuk was detained while
he was trying “to obtain clas-
sified information from the
databases of the Russian law
enforcement agencies and the
FSB” in St. Petersburg.

“These activities are
incompatible with the status of
a diplomatic worker and are
clearly hostile towards the
Russian Federation. Measures
in accordance with interna-
tional law will be taken against
the foreign diplomat,” the FSB
said. The Russian Foreign
Ministry said on Saturday that
Sosoniuk’s stay in Russia is
“undesirable” and that he has
been advised to leave the coun-
try within 72 hours starting
from April 19. IANS

Tehran: Iran’s intelligence ser-
vice is said to have identified
one of the suspects behind an
“act of sabotage” at the Natanz
nuclear facility a week ago,
according to state media on
Sunday.

However, the person iden-
tified as 43-year-old Reza K
had already left the country
before the attack took place,
dpa news agency quoted the
intelligence service as saying in
a statement.

The search for the man is

reportedly already underway.
No further details have

been released, including how
the man was able to get into the
country’s main nuclear facility.

The leadership in Tehran
blames Israel for the April 11
attack and calls it an act of ter-
rorism. At the same time, it
accuses Israel of trying to sab-
otage the ongoing nuclear talks
in Vienna. Israel has not com-
mented on the incident.

New Iranian centrifuges
for uranium enrichment are

produced in Natanz.
Since Friday, uranium can

be enriched to a purity of 60
per cent, according to nuclear
chief Ali Akbar Salehi.

The facility has been the
site of several incidents or
attacks attributed to Israel.

The Vienna nuclear talks
are aimed at the US and Iran
returning to the 2015 agree-
ment that aimed to limit
Tehran’s nuclear weapons pro-
gramme, in exchange for the
lifting of sanctions. IANS
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Clashes erupted between
members of the banned

Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan
(TLP) and police at Multan
road in Lahore, leaving “a few”
group supporters killed and
more than 100 injured, sources
said.

Sources said that 11 police
officers were injured, including
a Deputy Superintendent of
Police and others held hostage
by the rioters. A few TLP
members were reportedly
killed at the Markaz, but only
two deaths have been con-
firmed so far.

Further, TLP leaders have
asked that the members killed
in the clash not to be buried
unless their demands are met.

“TLP may begin its long

march this evening which will
further weaken the law and
order situation,” a source said.

The clashes started on
Sunday morning when mem-
bers of the banned group gath-
ered outside the party’s Saddar
office and chanted slogans
against the arrest of their chief
Saad Hussain Rizvi.

“Violent clashes took place
between TLP protesters and
police and other security agen-
cies at Chowk Yateem Khana in
Lahore, the stronghold of TLP,
since 8:30 a.m.,” said the source.

As security personnel,
comprising both paramilitary
Pakistan Rangers, and local
police reached the spot, they
came under attack and sum-
moned reinforcements as bul-
lets were fired and stones pelt-
ed. The local police said that

Rizvi’s supporters attacked
them with petrol bombs. It is
also alleged that TLP members
went berserk after firing.

The mob barged into the
Nawankot police station and
held DSP Umar Farooq, five
constables, and two Rangers
officials hostage for hours and
also tortured them. After this,
reinforcements were called
again and huge deployment of
police personnel was done at
the protest sites as police
believe that the protesters will
again create ruckus later.

On last Monday, TLP sup-
porters carried protests in
major cities across the country
for three long days, leaving
hundreds of police officers
injured. The demonstration
came after its chief was arrest-
ed as a “pre-emptive measure”.

During the crackdown,
police arrested thousands of
TLP supporters and charged
them for attacking police. On
Thursday, the government for-
mally banned the party.

The Interior Ministry noti-
fication stated that TLP
“engaged in terrorism, acted in
a manner prejudicial to the
peace and security of the coun-
try”.

“The religious group
intimidated the public, caused
grievous bodily harm, hurt
and death to the personnel of
law enforcement agencies and
innocent bystanders,” it added.

The group was proscribed
under Section 11B (1) of the
Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997,
empowering the government to
ban an organization involved in
terrorism.

KENOSHA, WIS: Three peo-
ple were killed and two were
seriously wounded in a shoot-
ing at a busy tavern in south-
eastern Wisconsin early
Sunday, sheriff ’s officials said.

Kenosha County Sheriff
David Beth said the suspect in
the shooting at Somers House
Tavern in Kenosha County is
still at large, but that he believes
the public is not in danger.

“We believe our suspect
knew who he was targeting,”
Beth said during a Sunday
morning news conference. He
asked that anyone with infor-
mation about the incident con-
tact the Kenosha Sheriff ’s
Department. Kenosha is about
30 miles (50 kilometres) south
of Milwaukee, not far from the
Wisconsin-Illinois border.

The suspect had been
asked to leave the bar, but
returned and opened fire. Beth
said shots were fired inside and
outside the bar, which he
described as “very busy” at the
time. He left open the possi-
bility that there was more than
one suspect. He said he

believed at least one handgun
was used.

Officials were still working
to determine the identities of
the people who died. Beth said
two people died at the scene.
The third person hopped in a
car with two other people,
who moments later flagged
down a police vehicle. The
officer drove the victim to a
hospital where the victim was
pronounced dead, Beth said.

The two people who were
wounded by gunshots were
taken to area hospitals. There
may have been more people
with less serious injuries, and
the sheriff ’s department has
contacted local hospitals to
find them, Beth said.

He said investigators are
reviewing surveillance video
from the scene. The tavern
installed video cameras a cou-
ple years ago, Beth said, but he
didn’t know if the surveillance
video is from the business.

A man who lives near the
bar, Peter Ploskee, told WLS-
TV he heard gun shots, looked
out a window and saw “people

running from the bar in every
direction.”

“It was just chaos,” he said.
“People are just running, peo-
ple screaming.”

It was the latest in a recent
string of mass shootings across
the country, including the
killings of eight people at a
FedEx warehouse in
Indianapolis on Thursday. Last
month, four people were killed
at an office shooting in
California, eight people were
fatally shot at massage busi-
nesses in the Atlanta area, and
10 died in gunfire at a super-
market in Boulder, Colorado.

The nearby city of Kenosha
was the scene of serious unrest
last summer, after police shot
a young Black man, Jacob
Blake, leaving him paralyzed. A
white Illinois teenager was
accused of fatally shooting two
people during the Kenosha
protests. Kyle Rittenhouse of
Antioch, is charged with homi-
cide and attempted homicide in
the Aug. 25 shootings. He has
pleaded not guilty and says he
fired in self-defence. AP
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Israel has lifted a public mask
mandate and fully reopened

its education system in the lat-
est easing of coronavirus
restrictions following its mass
vaccination drive.

All primary and secondary
school grades returned to class-
rooms on Sunday, and health
officials ended a year-long
requirement to wear a mask in
public spaces. Masks are still
required indoors and in large
gatherings.

Israel has speedily inocu-
lated a majority of its popula-
tion against the coronavirus in
a world-leading vaccination
campaign. It has lifted most of
its coronavirus restrictions and
announced last week that it
would be reopening the coun-
try to vaccinated foreign
tourists starting in May.

Israel’s coronavirus czar,
Nachman Ash, told Israeli pub-
lic radio on Sunday that remov-
ing the mask requirement out-
doors and reinitiating in-class
studies was a “calculated risk.” 

Since the start of the pan-
demic last year, Israel has
recorded over 836,000 cases of
the coronavirus and at least
6,331 deaths, according to the
Health Ministry. Over 53 per
cent of its 9.3 million citizens
has received two shots of the
Pfizer/BioNTech vaccine.

In the months since Israel
launched its vaccination cam-
paign in December, serious
cases and deaths have fallen
precipitously and allowed the
economy to fully reopen.

The vaccination 
campaign in the Israeli-occu-
pied West Bank and Gaza has
been slow to get off the 
ground, with Israel facing crit-
icism for not sharing more of
its supplies. 

Paris: The French government
on Sunday announced the
tightening of entry restrictions
from Argentina, Brazil, Chile
and South Africa because of
concerns about new variants of
the coronavirus.

A 10-day compulsory
quarantine will apply to people
entering the country from these
countries starting from next
week, reports dpa news agency.

The measure will also
apply to air travellers from its
overseas territory of French
Guiana. France intends to cre-
ate a system by then that allows
for the verification of location
and the corresponding quar-
antine requirements.

Furthermore, there must
be proof of a negative coron-
avirus test not older than 36
hours. France has also extend-
ed the suspension of all flights
to Brazil, imposed early last
week. 

The measure was ordered
because of the Brazilian variant
known as P1, which is said to
be particularly virulent.

IANS
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Washington: Influential
American lawmakers and Sikh
community leaders have
sought a thorough probe into
the mass shooting at a FedEx
facility in the US state of
Indiana as a potential hate
crime that killed eight people,
including four Sikhs.

I n d i a n - A m e r i c a n
Congressman Raja
Krishnamoorthi on Saturday
called for investigation of
potential anti-Sikh motivations
in the incident that took place
late Thursday night.

“While the Indianapolis
and Sikh communities contin-
ue to mourn, and as the rest of
our country mourns with
them, investigators must also
determine if this mass shooting
was a hate-motivated attack in
addition to serving as another
example of the plague of gun
violence which has beset our
nation,” Krishnamoorthi said.

The four Sikh community
members who lost their lives
are Amarjeet Kaur Johal (66);
Jasvinder Kaur (64); Amarjit

Sekhon (48); and Jaswinder
Singh (68). Three of the
deceased are women.

The violence began at 11
pm local time on Thursday
during shift change at the
FedEx warehouse in
Indianapolis -- a time when the
area was heavily trafficked with
many employees arriving for or
leaving after their shift.

The incident comes as the
country has witnessed a recent
wave of anti-Asian hate crimes
during this pandemic after a
broader increase in hate-moti-
vated crimes and violence
against a range of American
communities over the last half
decade, Krishnamoorthi said.

“We do not yet know the
motive of the shooter, and we
may never know for sure what
drove him to do what he did.
We do know, however, that the
FedEx facility he targeted was
known for having a large work-
force,” said a joint statement
issued by eight Gurdwaras of
Indianapolis.

PTI
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An experimental oral antivi-
ral drug has shown poten-

tial in prevention and treat-
ment of SARS-CoV-2, the virus
causing Covid-19 infections,
say researchers.

The antiviral -- MK-4482 -
- significantly decreased levels
of virus and disease damage in
the lungs of hamsters treated
for SARS-CoV-2 infection,
according to a new study from
the US National Institutes of
Health scientists. MK-4482 is
currently undergoing human
clinical trials.

In the study, published in
the journal Nature
Communications, the scientists
found MK-4482 treatment
effective when provided up to
12 hours before or 12 hours
after infecting the hamsters

with SARS-CoV-2.
MK-4482 treatment poten-

tially could mitigate high-risk
exposures to SARS-CoV-2, and
might be used to treat estab-
lished SARS-CoV-2 infection
alone or possibly in combina-
tion with other agents, said
Heinz Feldmann and team
from the NIH.

The project involved three
groups of hamsters: a pre-
infection treatment group; a
post-infection treatment group;
and an untreated control group.

For the two treatment
groups, scientists administered
MK-4482 orally every 12 hours
for three days. 

At the end of the study, the
animals in each of the treat-
ment groups had 100 times less
infectious virus in their lungs
than the control group.
Animals in the two treatment

groups also had significantly
fewer lesions in the lungs than
the control group.

The scientists determined
the MK-4482 treatment doses
for this study based on previ-
ous experiments performed in
mouse models of SARS-CoV-
1 and MERS-CoV. In those
studies, MK-4482 was effective
at stopping the viruses from
replicating.

Emory University’s Drug
Innovation Ventures group in
Atlanta developed MK-4482
(also known as molnupiravir
and EIDD-2801) to treat
influenza. MK-4482 is being
developed by biotechnology
firm Ridgeback Biotherapeutics
in collaboration with Merck as
a potential Covid-19 treat-
ment. 

The drug is in Phase 2 and
3 human clinical studies.
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The demographics of the
world’s most populous

country is set to change as
China will experience a nega-
tive growth after 2025, which
will result in shortage of con-
sumer demand, a Chinese
economist has cautioned.

China’s population is set to
peak in just four years’ time and
the milestone will be marked by
a significant downturn in con-
sumer demand, said Cai Fang,
a member of the monetary pol-
icy committee of the People’s
Bank of China, the central
bank. “When the total popula-
tion enters negative growth
(after 2025), there will be a
shortage of demand,” Cai was
quoted as saying by Hong

Kong-based South China
Morning Post on Sunday.

“We need to pay attention
to the impact of demographics
on future consumption,” he
said. Cai’s comments came as
China is due to release its lat-
est census later this month.

According to a PBOC
study released a few days ago,
China should immediately lib-
eralise its birth policies or face
a scenario in which it has a
lower share of workers and
higher burden of elderly care
than the United States by 2050.

In a rare frank appraisal,
four researchers from the
PBOC said the country should
not interfere with people’s abil-
ity to have children or it will be
too late to reverse the economic
impact of a declining popula-

tion. Since 2016, Chinese cou-
ples have been allowed to have
two children.

“We should not wait for the
effects of existing birth poli-
cies,” the researchers said in a
working paper published early
this week.

“The birth liberalisation
should happen now when there
are some residents who still
want to have children but can’t.
It’s useless to liberalise it when
no one wants to have children,”
it said. After implementing the
controversial one-child policy
for over three decades, China
is facing a demographic crisis
with a rapidly ageing popula-
tion over 60 years, which
according to official figures, has
increased to 420 million in
2019.

Tehran: Iran’s daily coron-
avirus death toll climbed over
400 for the first time in months
on Sunday, as the country,
which has long had the region’s
largest outbreak, battles a post-
holiday infection surge.

Iranian health authorities
recorded 405 fatalities from the
virus, pushing the total death
toll to 66,732. Officials increas-
ingly have warned about the
impact of trends seen nation-
wide during the Persian New
Year, or Nowruz. The two-
week holiday last month
brought increased travel,
relaxed restrictions and large
gatherings without precautions.

After COVID-19 cases
broke record after record ear-
lier this month, the Health

Ministry reported 21,644 infec-
tions on Sunday, bringing the
total count over 2.2 million.
Hospitals are rapidly filling
across the country, particular-
ly in the capital.

Authorities reported 130
deaths in Tehran alone, accord-
ing to Mohsen Hashemi, head
of the Tehran municipal coun-
cil. The single-day death toll
nationwide reached a peak of
over 480 last November. 

The coronavirus pandem-
ic has hammered Iran for
months, but the government
has signaled it can’t sustain the
punishing lockdowns seen in
the U.S. And Europe without
risking economic catastrophe,
especially for the nation’s poor-
est. AP
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The two-dose mRNA Covid-
19 vaccine may be less

effective’ in people undergoing
treatment for certain types of
blood cancers, researchers 
have claimed in two 
new studies.

The studies, published in
the journal Blood, suggest that
the mRNA Covid-19 vaccine
may have reduced efficacy in
people with chronic lympho-
cytic leukemia (CLL) and mul-
tiple myeloma, — two types of
blood cancer — compared to
healthy people.

However, vaccination
against Covid-19 is strongly
recommended in both groups,
the researchers said.
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Amid resurgent Covid cases,
foreign portfolio investors

(FPI) have pulled out net
investments of �4,643 crore
from the Indian equities.

This is a reversal from the
bullish sentiments among the
foreign investors over the past
one year.

So far in 2021, net FPI
investments into the equity
market have stood at � 51,099
crore, with net investments in
January, February and March at
�19,473 crore, �25,787 crore
and �10,482 crore, respective-
ly.

The sell-off in April comes
amid the rising cases of Covid-
19 and the possibilities of par-
tial localised lockdowns, which
may bring a halt to the reviv-
ing economic and business
activities, market experts said.

Weakness in the Indian
rupee also has led to the out-
flow of foreign funds, analysts
said.
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In line with the Reserve Bank
of India’s (RBI) guidelines,

Airtel Payments Bank on
Sunday announced that it has
become the first payments
bank in the country to enable
�2 lakh day-end balance
account limit.

The bank has increased the
day-end balance limit to � 2
lakh from�1 lakh.

“The RBI’s decision to
increase the balance limit is an
endorsement of the role
Payments Banks have in fur-
thering financial and digital
inclusion in India. 

We are glad to enable this
increased day-end balance limit
for our customers,” Anubrata
Biswas, MD and CEO, Airtel
Payments Bank, said in a state-
ment.

“At Airtel Payments Bank,
we have always believed that
higher balance limits would
enhance consumer usage of

payments banks, as well as
enable large sections of infor-
mal India, such as small mer-
chants and traders, to access
formal banking easily,” Biswas
added.

The bank deposits are
insured under the Deposit
Insurance and Credit
Guarantee Corporation
(DICGC) which is a wholly
owned subsidiary of the RBI.

Airtel Payments Bank has
55 million engaged users and
serves them through technol-
ogy and a retail-based distrib-
ution network.

The bank has built a strong
network of over 500,000 neigh-
borhood banking points, which
is bigger than the total number
of bank branches and ATMs in
India.

These neighbourhood
banking points take services
closer to the customer and
have even reached deep rural
pockets that never had access
to banking services.
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The Finance Industry
Development Council

(FIDC) has urged the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) to extend
the one-time restructuring
scheme for loans to MSMEs till
March next year due to the
severe second wave of Covid-
19.

The RBI had, on February
11, 2020, allowed one-time
restructuring of existing MSME
advances, classified as “stan-
dard”, without downgrade in
the asset classification subject
to certain additional provi-
sioning and compliance with
the conditions as prescribed in
the said notification. The time
limit for implementation of
the said restructuring was till
December 31, 2020.

In a letter to RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das, FIDC
Director General Mahesh
Thakkar said that owing to the
severe second wave of Covid-
19, the MSMEs, as also the
retail and wholesale trader
industry, have not been able to
revive their economic activities
and therefore, are in urgent
need of support from the

lenders.
He noted that various sur-

veys and reports are forewarn-
ing that the operating envi-
ronment for banks will most
likely remain challenging, as
the second wave could dent the
sluggish recovery in consumer
and corporate confidence, and
further, suppress banks’
prospects for new business.

“Considering the chal-
lenging environment for
MSMEs and lenders, it will be
helpful, if the RBI extends the
said notification till at least
March 31, 2022,” the letter
said.

The NBFC body also
requested that the benefit of
PSL (priority sector lending)
classification for lending by
banks to NBFCs for on-lending
be regularised as part of the
overall PSL policy.

The RBI on April 7, 2021,
extended PSL classification for
lending by banks to NBFCs for
on-lending by six months, till
September 30, 2021, which is a
welcome step, it noted.

The FIDC further said that
NBFCs are important drivers of
credit to MSME sector and
therefore, improve the out-

reach of formal banking to the
MSMEs, thereby significantly
contributing to the goal of
financial inclusion and aiding
MSMEs to recommence their
economic activities.

The RBI has been contin-
uing to extend, on ad-hoc
basis, the time-period for on-
lending benefit by six months
at the time of each review.

“We request that benefit of
PSL classification for lending by
Banks to NBFCs for on-lend-
ing may please be regularised
as part of the overall PSL pol-
icy. This will enable the banks
and NBFCs to cater to the
needs to MSME sector in a
more organised manner,” it
said.Further, under the on-
lending model, only fresh loans
granted by NBFCs are allowed
PSL benefit. The existing unen-
cumbered pools of eligible
PSLs do not qualify for such
classification benefit.

“We hereby request the
RBI to allow refinance, apart
from by way of buy-out but also
qualifying for hypothecation
for DP for bank finance against
existing unencumbered MSME
pool originated by NBFCs,”
the letter said.
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AirAsia India has
announced free resched-

uling on all flights for bookings
till May 15, 2021.

In a statement, the airline
said that guests can now make
unlimited changes for all book-
ings and changes made till
May 15, irrespective of the
travel dates, without incurring
any flight change fees.”To
ensure that its customers con-
tinue to have the greatest flex-
ibility if their travel plans
change with increased uncer-
tainty and travel restrictions,
the airline has extended this
offer on its new website
www.airasia.co.in as well as
other major booking chan-
nels,” it said.The airline said
that it left no stone unturned in
adopting a multi-layered
approach to offering safe and
seamless travel for guests from
booking to check-in and
arrival.All aircraft undergo
deep cleaning and sanitation,
while cabin disinfection takes
place before each flight, it said.

���	 � �%�/�0

The board of Future Retail
along and its lenders have

approved a resolution plan to
restructure the existing secured
financial debt from the banks
under the resolution frame-
work for Covid-19 related
stress.

In a regulatory filing, the
company said that the board
approved the plan in its meet-
ing on Saturday.

It now requires the
approval of the expert com-
mittee, under the chairmanship
of the KV Kamath constituted
by the Reserve Bank of India.

“As part of the resolution
plan, the debt raised through
the non-convertible deben-
tures issued by the Company
under Series IA, IB and II
(“NCDs”) are also part of the
Existing Debt and are pro-
posed to be restructured,” it
said.

The company has received
the written consent of 100 per
cent of the holders of the
NCDs to amend the terms
and conditions of the NCDs as
per the resolution plan
approved by the other lenders

of the existing debt.
“The Board took these

cosents on record, in the afore-
mentioned Board meeting, and
approved the restructuring of
the NCDs, in line with the res-
olution plan approved by the
other lenders of the Existing
Debt,” the filing said.

Further, the company shall,
prior to undertaking the
restructuring of the NCDs as
per the resolution plan, obtain
the approval of the relevant
stock exchanges where the
NCDs are listed, under the
applicable provisions of the
LODR Regulations.

The resolution plan shall
be implemented after execu-
tion of necessary agreements,
deeds, undertaking and other
relevant documents between
the company and the lenders
which shall be executed on or
before April 26, 2021, said the
filing.

It further said that pur-
suant to the implementation of
resolution plan of the existing
debt the board expects that the
company would recover from
the financial stress caused by
the Covid-19 pandemic, with-
in the resolution timeframe.
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The second wave has severe-
ly impacted the modern

retail industry, said a statement
by the Shopping Centres
Association of India (SCAI).

In a statement, the indus-
try body noted that it has been
urging the government to sup-
port the industry with financial
waivers and allow shopping
malls to operate once they
reopen the other markets.

In order to supplement
the government’s effort in car-
rying out an extensive vacci-
nation drive, SCAI has also
approached the state govern-
ments to conduct the vaccina-
tion camps at malls.

“The industry body has
also urged to treat mall employ-
ees as frontline workers and
should be vaccinated on pri-
ority irrespective of their age,”
it said.

As a public infrastructure,
with ample parking space,
training rooms, among others,
malls do have the requisite
space to help the local admin-
istration to carry out such an
exercise that will likely benefit
the larger cause of carrying out
an extensive vaccination drive,
as per SCAI.

With the situation turning
grim, SCAI has reached out to
all its members and has asked
them to further strengthen all
the SoPs and protocols, it
added.

It also said that the local
restrictions, closure of malls in
few states, weekend curfews
have impacted business, recov-
ery, and employment associat-
ed with organised retail. Malls
across India had recovered

close to 90 per cent of their
business and 75 per cent of
their footfalls which drop dras-
tically due to the local restric-
tions.

On an average during pre-
covid days, the industry was
clocking Rs 15,000 crore per
month and had reached the
same during mid of March
2021, but, with the local restric-
tions, almost 50 per cent rev-
enue slashed, it said.

The shopping centre indus-
try is supporting nearly 1.2
crore livelihoods directly and
indirectly who are associated
with malls, retail, and manu-
facturing retail. Most of the
employees working in this sec-
tor are coming from other
states.

Nearly 80 per cent of
employees working at retail
stores and restaurants belong to
an economically weaker section
and their livelihood will be
impacted the most.

During the last lockdown,
the industry saw 25-30 per cent
of jobs getting impacted, SCAI
said, adding that by mid of
March 2021, nearly 70-75 per
cent of employees had
rejoined.

“The industry in its efforts
retained the jobs which were
lost due to the pandemic and
will continue to bring back
employment in the sector,” it
said.
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Oil marketing companies
(OMC) kept petrol and

diesel prices unchanged for
the third straight day across
four metro cities.

In the national capital,
petrol was sold for �90.40 per
litre on Sunday.

Similarly, price of the fuel
in Mumbai, Chennai and
Kolkata also was unchanged at
�96.83, �92.43 and �90.62 per
litre, respectively.

In line with petrol, prices of
diesel also were same for the
third straight day.

Price of the fuel in Delhi,
Mumbai, Chennai and Kolkata
was �80.73, �87.81, �85.75 and
Rs 83.61 per litre, respectively.

Fuel prices have been
unchanged after declining on
April 15.

Fuel prices in the country
have been unchanged as OMCs
decided to go on a pause mode
and analyse the global devel-
opments on oil prices before
effecting a revision.
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Drying FII inflows on the
back of rising Covid cases

is expected to weaken the
Indian rupee further during the
upcoming trade week.

Lately, rising Covid cases
have heavily dented equity
indices and dampened
investors’ hopes of an early eco-
nomic recovery.

This was reflected in
rupee’s trajectory. The curren-
cy had made a year high of
72.25 to a greenback on March
25 and an eight month low of
75.30 on last Monday.

“This was despite no big
changes in global factors or
domestic macros. Some of it
can be attributed to liquidity
enhancement measures,” Sajal
Gupta, Head, Forex and Rates
at Edelweiss Securities told
IANS.

“Expect next week to be
volatile amidst rising Corona
cases and hopes of early vaccine
delivery from Sputnik and oth-
ers.”

Last week, the rupee closed
at 74.40 to a USD.

“The coronavirus-led
regional lockdown and rapid
increase in cases will continue

to weigh on the rupee,” said
Rahul Gupta, Head of
Research- Currency, Emkay
Global Financial Services.

“However, a fall in the dol-
lar index will act as a respite.
Also, RBI is not letting the
rupee depreciate beyond the
75.40 zones. So we expect
USDINR spot to trade in
between 74-75.50.”

The increase in infections
has forced many state govern-
ments to implement fresh
Covid-19 restrictions during
last two-three weeks, fasting
hopes of an early economic
recovery.

On the bright side, it said
that vaccinations are gradual-
ly beginning to accelerate.

“Next week, we expect that
the rupee could again start to

weaken as the pace of fund
inflows by the FIIs remains
slow. At the same time, recent
economic numbers released
from the US have been better-
than-estimates that could
strengthen the dollar,” said
Gaurang Somaiya, Forex &
Bullion Analyst, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services.

“For the week, the USD-
INR (Spot) is expected to trade
with a positive bias and quote
in the range of 74.20 and
75.20.”

According to Devarsh
Vakil- Deputy Head of Retail
Research at HDFC Securities:
“Spot USDINR has support at
73.7, the 200 days simple mov-
ing average, and continues to
face resistance beyond 75
mark.”

�
��� +�6�2�780

The commerce and
industry Ministry

has convened a meeting
of exporters on April 20
to discuss export situa-
tion against the back-
drop of surging coron-
avirus cases and healthy
growth in overseas
shipments in recent
months.

The meeting will
be chaired by
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal.

Confirming the meeting,
Federation of Indian Export
Organisations (FIEO) Director
General Ajay Sahai said that the
ministry holds these meetings
regularly to discuss issues of
exporters and ways to further
increase outbound shipments.

Chairman of the Gems
and Jewellery Export
Promotion Council (GJEPC)
Colin Shah said that these
meetings are helpful as
exporters get a platform to raise
their issues.

The meeting also assumes
significance as certain
exporters are of the view that

restrictions, imposed by dif-
ferent states to contain the ris-
ing coronavirus cases, for long
time could have a bearing on
industry.

surged by 60.29 per
cent to a monthly record high
of USD 34.45 billion in March
on growth in sectors such 

as engineering, gems and
jwellery and pharmaceuticals,
even as the outbound ship-
ments contracted by 7.26 per
cent during the full 2020-21 fis-
cal to USD 290.63 billion.

The exports have increased
to USD 13.72 billion during
April 1-14 this year, according
to the provisional data of the
Commerce Ministry. 
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Gold imports, which have a
bearing on the country’s

current account deficit (CAD),
rose by 22.58 per cent to USD
34.6 billion (about �2.54 lakh
crore) during 2020-21 due to
increased domestic demand,
according to the Commerce
Ministry data.

Silver imports during the
last fiscal, however, dipped by
71 per cent to about USD 791
million. Imports of the yellow
metal stood at USD 28.23 bil-
lion (about �2 lakh crore) in
2019-20, the data showed.

Despite growth in gold
imports, the country’s trade
deficit narrowed to USD 98.56
billion during 2020-21 as
against USD 161.3 billion in
2019-20.

Gem and Jewellery Export
Promotion Council (GJEPC)
Chairman Colin Shah said that
increasing domestic demand is
pushing up imports of gold. 

The demand for gold
would further increase on

account of forthcoming auspi-
cious Akshaya Tritiya and mar-
riage season which could
increase the CAD.

The CAD is the difference
between inflow and outflow of
foreign exchange. India’s cur-
rent account swung to a deficit
for the first time in the current
fiscal, with the gap coming at
USD 1.7 billion or 0.2 per cent
of the GDP in the December
quarter.

India is the largest
importer of gold, which main-
ly caters to the demand of jew-
ellery industry. Gems and jew-
ellery exports declined 

by 27.5 per cent to USD 26
billion in April-March 2020-21.

In volume terms, the
country imports 800-900
tonnes of gold annually.

The government in the
Budget reduced the import
duty on the yellow metal from
12.5 per cent to 10 per cent (7.5
per cent customs duty plus 2.5
per cent Agriculture
Infrastructure and
Development Cess). 

The signing ceremony of the
Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) between
the VIT-AP School of Business,
VIT-AP University and Master
Minds CA Academy was held
VIT-AP University, Amaravati,
Andhra Pradesh on the Friday
of 16th April 2021.

Dr. S V Kota Reddy, Vice-
Chancellor, VIT-AP University
after signing the MoU with
Master Minds, told that this
collaboration will help facul-
ty and students to get   CA
integrated Curriculum,
Optional additional training
for CA, ideally student can fin-
ish CA Foundation and Inter
by the time they pass B.Com.
Graduates of B.Com in
Finance have a wide range of
job opportunities like Banks,
Business Schools, Credit
Organizations, Consultancies,
Economic consulting jobs,
Indian civil services, health
departments, Insurance indus-
try, securities industry and
investments, Mortgage agen-
cies etc.

The opportunities are not
limited to the said fields. 

Once completed, the grad-
uate may pursue further stud-
ies or may take up said job
opportunities associated. VIT-
AP University is most ideal for
those who wish to pursue
Chartered Accountancy, Cost
and Management Accounting
and Company Secretaryship as
our B. Com (Finance) cur-
riculum is blended to meet the
standards and requirements of
Professional Accounting and
Finance Certifications. 

The programme is spread
over six semesters and is com-
patible with CA Syllabus. CA.
M.S.S. Prakash, Director,

Master Minds said that the
partnership between VIT-AP
and MASTERMINDS will be a
game changer in Commerce
Education. With this partner-
ship large number of VIT-AP
students will be benefited and
will be able to pursue B. Com
and CA simultaneously and
will be able to save their valu-
able time.

Dr.C.L.V. Sivakumar,
Registrar, VIT-AP University,
Dr. S. Jeyavelu, Dean VIT-AP
School of Business, 

Dr. Ravindhar Vadapalli  ,
Program chair witnessed the
MoU ceremony.
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Non-banking finance com-
panies (NBFCs) have

requested the Reserve Bank to
extend the one-time restruc-
turing scheme of MSME
advances till March 31, 2022, as
these players are unable to
revive their businesses.  

In February last year, the
Reserve Bank had permitted
one-time restructuring of exist-
ing MSME advances, classified
as 'standard' without down-
grade in the asset classification
subject to certain additional
provisioning and other com-
pliances. The time limit for
implementation of the scheme
was till December 31, 2020.
In a recent letter written to RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das,
FIDC, an industry body of
NBFCs, said due to the severe
second wave of COVID-19, the

micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMEs) have not
been able to revive their eco-
nomic activities and are in
urgent need of support from
the lenders.

"Considering the challeng-
ing environment for MSMEs
and lenders, it will be helpful,
if the RBI extends the restruc-
turing scheme till at least
March 31, 2022," the Finance
Industry Development Council
(FIDC) wrote. NBFCs
primarily cater to the funding
needs of micro, small and
medium enterprises (MSME),
including retail and wholesale
traders. The industry body
also urged the RBI to allow
restructuring of certain
MSMEs loans that already have
got the similar relief under the
same scheme during the first
wave of COVID-19, but are
now facing challenges.
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Real estate developer M3M has repaid debt worth �418 crore
during the fourth quarter of financial year 2020-2021.
The group had earlier set a target of repaying �200 crore till

March 2021 but the fast collection of sold receivables enabled it
pay the existing inventory funding facilities as an advance till
December 2021.

"M3M has delivered record 12 projects in a short span of 8
months and by easing the burden on operational cash flow, the
group will streamline its efforts to deliver unparalleled experi-
ences to customers," said a statement.M3M Director Pankaj Bansal
said: "In less than a decade, M3M has emerged as an illustrious
real estate developer with speed, class and innovation being at
the core of its vision. With the strategy, we plan to retire the entire
existing debt by March 2022.
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A three-person crew on a mission to Mars faces an

impossible choice when an unplanned passenger
jeopardizes the lives of everyone on board. Starring
Anna Kendrick, Toni Collette and Daniel Dae Kim, the
film releases on April 22 on Netflix. 
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A young woman discovers that both her husband and

their new home harbor sinister secrets after they leave
Manhattan for small-town life. Starring Amanda Seyfried,
James Norton and Natalia Dyer, the film releases on April
29 on Netflix.
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Dark forces conspire against orphan mapmaker Alina

Starkov when she unleashes an extraordinary power that
could change the fate of her war-torn world. Starring Jessie
Mei Li, Archie Renaux and Ben Barnes, season one releas-
es on April 23 on Netflix.
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The proposition of taking contem-
plative pauses that yield intima-
cy and delight often seems unat-

tainable in modern-day living. Resisting
the temptation to get caught up in the
frantic rush of everyday life doesn’t
come naturally to any of us these days.
But acknowledging the psychological
distress that fast-paced lifestyles are pos-
ing on our physical and mental well-
being has become crucial.

Back in the day, when people
weren’t so blinded by the allure of
modernity and took time to unwind
themselves in the lap of nature and the
arms of their loved ones, daily routines
did not turn exhaustive as quickly as
they do now. With the electronic skein
rapidly winding around us, there is a
pressing need to identify the impor-
tance of hosting built environments that
iterate a harmonious lifestyle.

Throughout humanity’s life histo-
ry, evolution has been central to its syn-
ergy with nature. We, as human beings,
are inextricably bound to the well-being
of our environment. We thrive when
our natural surrounding thrives. Since
its prevalence, architecture has helped
humans to devise this affiliation with
its context through tangible curations.

But amid the prevalent technocrat-
ic paradigm, where we have resource-
fully restructured all aspects of earth-
ly life; it becomes an architect’s social
responsibility to identify with the urge
to express affinity towards nature
where an environmental disaster seems
to be pending.

Seeking the well-being of current
and future generations within the lim-
its of the natural world, architects are
now trying to strike a balance between
how short-term interests at the individ-
ual and organisational levels are at odds
with the global systems and commu-
nities in the longer run.

Today’s conscious design behaviour
at the architect’s end can orchestrate
responsible end-user behaviour for
generations at the inhabitant’s end.
Whereas end-use behaviour can deter-
mine what happens in a situation,
design behaviour often determines the
case itself. While the end-user is an
office worker deciding whether to put
on a sweater or turn up the air condi-
tioning device, the architect decides
whether to heat that office with renew-

able solar energy or with mechanical
systems powered by fossil fuels.

An architectural design that does
not contemplate its local and global
repercussions and fails to adapt to the
ever-evolving future dynamics becomes
infeasible for subsequent generations.

Individual comfort can only be endured
if achieved collectively with a sustain-
able consciousness on a larger scale.

Design practices worldwide, have
started feeling accountable for devising
socially equitable development that is
respectful of nature now more than ever

and, have started resorting to new
approaches towards more sustainable
energy usage in buildings. While tech-
nological advances pose some chal-
lenges in creating contextually sound
built forms, its progressive attributes in
terms of modern innovations ease the

desperation to rely on natural resources.
Contemporary practices like opting for
solar panels, incorporating automation
systems, or imbibing something as fun-
damentally classic as rainwater harvest-
ing can contribute a fair share in tak-
ing care of our atmosphere.

But the pursuit of sustainability
doesn’t come easy. It is a layered and
interdependent network of judgments
and decisions shaped by specific socioe-
conomic contexts and must consider
both existing and preferred states of
complex Anthropocene situations.
Along with which architects also face
challenges while narrating their envi-
ronmental concerns to the clients
who, on most days, are inspired by the
fanciful ideas and foreign concepts for
their dream abodes that might not
sanction a contextually inclusive design
intervention. Working on tight sched-
ules and a decline in skilled labour fur-
thers this dilemma on the creator’s side
when, as a designer, all he aspires for
are meaningful and appropriate design
solutions.

We, as architects, hustle with the
situational impositions and invest all
our will in crafting architectural vol-
umes that strike equilibrium amid the
user, nature and the context. We iden-
tify with the moral sense of safeguard-
ing the environment and composing
poetic architectural vocabulary derived
from human behaviours in response to
its habitat.

Spaces rooted in the landscape and
inspired by the local vernacular have
been apparent in introducing a healthy
living experience and motivating pro-
ductivity in the work-life. Tethered to
user experience and sustainability,
these spatial identities offer a deeper
resonance with harmonious life pat-
terns by inducing a contextually inclu-
sive built environment.

Conclusively, in today’s time when
chronic modifications to the environ-
ment have registered a direct impact on
our quality of life and health, holisti-
cally curated sustainable built forms
willingly induce a sense of calmness
among its inhibitors by offering them
a contemplative pause they rightfully
deserve amid their fast-paced lifestyles.

(The writer is the principal design-
er and co-founder of Taliersyn - Design
& Architecture.)

Noted singer Sonu Nigam on
Sunday reacted to the Kumbh

Mela being made symbolic for this
year due to the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic.

The singer feels, the religious
gathering shouldn’t have been permit-
ted to happen amid the pandemic.

With reports of a huge number
of COVID positive cases from
Kumbh Mela area in Haridwar, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on Saturday
appealed to observe the event ‘sym-
bolic’ to strengthen fight against the
deadly virus. Sonu Nigam posted a
video on Instagram on Sunday react-
ing to the same.

In his Instagram video, Sonu
Nigam said in Hindi: “I can’t com-
ment about anything else, I’m born
a Hindu and as a Hindu, I feel the
Kumbh Mela shouldn’t have taken
place in the first place. Thank god
good sense prevailed on everyone and
it has been made symbolic. I under-
stand it is a matter of faith but con-
sidering the present situation of the
world, nothing can be more impor-
tant than the lives of people.”

The singer in his video also
expressed that live shows should not
be arranged amid the second wave of
the pandemic which has badly affect-
ed India. 

He said, “As a singer I feel live
shows should not be conducted right
now. Shows can be done maintaining
social distance and taking precautions

but not now, at a later time. We have
to be very careful, the situation is very
bad.”

Further in his video, the singer
informed that he will return to
Mumbai from Goa on Monday and
isolate himself as a precautionary
measure. He said, “I’ll return to
Mumbai from Goa and isolate in my
room for a couple of days because I
have to meet my father. Once I feel
it is right, then I’ll go and meet my
father.”

Virtual ways to find a life partner is now a
reality, or better yet, the new normal, sug-

gests a new survey.
With the second wave of COVID-19,

Jeevansathi.com, a matrimony platform,
rolled out a survey to understand how this
impacts the search for a life partner.

Results show that half of the respondents
feel that virtual meetings will become the norm
very soon; completely replacing physical
meetings during one’s search for a life part-
ner. In contrast, in August 2020, only 40 per
cent respondents confirmed the same. When
digital transformation is the in-thing across
industries, finding soulmates has also found
its safe haven online.

Rohan Mathur, Business Head,
Jeevansathi.com said, “Pandemic has changed
the way people search for a life partner. We
have witnessed the increasing affinity among
our users towards virtual ways of connecting
with prospective matches. While we saw a
spike in usage of voice and video-calling on
our platform as soon as COVID hit, the trend
has continued even after relaxations in gov-
ernment restrictions and a drop in cases. At
the onset of the pandemic, we had seen the
volume of calls on the platform go up 1.6X.
This year, the number of voice/video calls is
a whopping 11X of what it was pre-COVID.
Total time spent on calls has also gone up 10
times.”

As many as 38 per cent of the respondents
are comfortable taking a decision based on vir-
tual meetings alone. While digital has its own
ease, it has not completely banished the impor-
tance of in-person meetings. Around 44 per
cent respondents are happy to connect over
video calls to know each other but meeting in-
person is still required for the final decision.
Only 18 per cent said that they still prefer
meeting matches face-to-face over virtually.

It is interesting to see the newfound appre-
ciation for small weddings with limited guest
lists. While it was understandably the most

popular choice when cases in the country had
peaked, even after the vaccine rollout, 55 per
cent of respondents have expressed their pref-
erence for smaller weddings. The second wave
of COVID-19 could be one of the reasons for
the same. However, in this wave, people are
relatively more relaxed and want to go back
to a world where big fat Indian weddings were
common. Twenty seven per cent respondents

said they would readily have a regular wed-
ding now, albeit with safety precautions vs only
11 per cent respondents willing in August’20.
While searching for a partner has moved
online in the wake of the lockdown, virtual
weddings are completely eliminated. No
respondent opted for a virtual wedding in the
survey, as compared to 11 per cent who did
in August’20.

That said, safety and sanitisation have
become the top priority in Indian weddings
since the pandemic hit. Over 50 per cent
respondents chose a COVID-safe wedding
over the perfect outfits, pictures, food, etc. Sixty
nine per cent respondents said they are now
comfortable attending a pandemic wedding
with the requisite precautions.
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The IPC (The Indian Penal
Code) has many sections to

deal with cognisable and non-
cognisable offences and also
some attempts to commit
offences. These crimes are
grouped under various heads
viz: offences affecting the human
body, against property, relating
to marriage, criminal breach of
contracts of service, defamation,
criminal intimidation, insult
and annoyance... to name a few.
If we analyse the factors leading
to committal of crimes, we will
find that a flaw or a weakness in
the character of the person has
been responsible for his commit-
ting that crime. So, either the
tendencies, the habits and the
urge in a person compel him/her
to commit a crime or the cir-
cumstances are tempting, allur-
ing, provocative or enervating
and he/she falls prey to them. He
cannot control himself, cannot
withstand the adverse circum-
stances and is, thus, carried
away by his emotions.
Sometimes, he labours under
some kind of misunderstanding
and gets infuriated and loses his
balance of mind. At times, he
thinks that the whole society
consists of criminals — some
small and others big — and if he
also commits a crime then how
does it matter? In other words,
frustration or the vicious envi-
ronment also instigates him to
commit crime. 

In addition to these, we find
that, when a person sees that
people give more respect to a
rich person, howsoever, dis-
honest, hypocrite and exploita-
tive he might be and, on the
other hand, they do not consid-
er a poor or a middle class man
as worthy of respect even if that
person be honest, sincere, truth-
ful and of sterling character, then
he also thinks of adopting a
short cut to money or status
even by grossly dishonest means.
Thus, the deformed and distort-
ed value-system, prevalent in the
society, also leads a person to
crime by giving him a faulty out-
look and wrong attitudes.
Further, it is observed that it is
the belief system of a person that
determines his behaviour. So if
a person thinks that it is just,
proper and wise to give sound
beating to a person who insults
him or intimidates him, then he
will always be prone to attack
that person and will commit vio-
lence, conveniently forgetting
the consequences. He will take
law in his hands because he
believes that there is nothing
wrong in taking revenge even if
it is by violent means.

It is well known to all that
the approach of IPC is to pun-
ish a person for the crime he/she
commits. However, in complete
contrast to this, the approach of
spiritual prudence, is not to
punish but to reform the crim-

inal. There is, however, one
point which to some extent is
common to both but which is
not given due cognisance at
times in criminal law. The crim-
inal jurisprudence recognises
that if a person, who commits
crime is of unsound mind or is
incapable of judgement by rea-
son of intoxication or is a minor,
then his action, even if violative
of a law, will not be considered
as an offence and the person will
not be subjected to harsh pun-
ishment. But in spiritual pru-
dence, it is thought that even if
a person is not a minor but a
major and even if he is not
‘insane’ in the commonly known
connotation of the term, he is
still of unsound mind when he
commits a crime. 

Another difference between
the criminal jurisprudence and
spiritual prudence is that,
according to the latter, a murder,
theft, etc, committed by anyone,
of whatever age or whatever state
of mind, is a sin even though its
severity and the punishment it
would attract in course of time,
may vary according to the age,
state of mind or intent of the
person. A sin is a sin even if it
is not a crime. The divine law
will take its course; it has its own
procedure code. That is why
even if a person may escape
punishment for crime by any
means, he cannot escape punish-
ment for his sins. So, the efforts
of spiritual prudence are
addressed to changing a person’s
belief systems, applying correc-
tive measures to his outlook so
that he/she may be able to stand
the whirlwind of hard and
adverse circumstances. 

It should be noted that spir-
itual prudence does not say
that a person be not given pun-
ishment by authority of law
and through due legal process,
however it has compassion for
the sinner and takes the afore-
said steps. One, however, won-
ders why they, who are doing
great service to the society
through jurisprudence, do not
recommend, advocate or pro-
mote this kind of process in jails,
remand homes, reform centres
and also in schools and colleges
so that we can gradually move
towards the new paradigm of a
crimeless society. 

How long can one live without
water? Today, the world is
threatened with questions of

existence without water. Worst scenar-
ios are being drawn by professionals
to make people aware of the eminent
water crisis. Many believe that the
water crisis could lead to World War
III. Little battles, however, are being
fought every day. Regions, which
were once abundant with water
resources, are struggling for fulfilling
their basic requirements. Uttarakhand
— the northern hilly state — has been
blessed with Himalayan glaciers, rivers
and lake water which is supplied to
both the state and the rest of the coun-
try. Despite the multiple water reserves,
the uneven distribution of water has
led to scarcity in several districts. 

Summer season brings along a
stressful period for the residents of
these districts. Till a few years ago, the
month of May or June marked the
beginning of the scarcity of drinking
water. This year, however, saw a
change in that trend as the distress
period started in February itself. This
scarcity is believed to be caused by very
little rain and snowfall during the last
year. The root causes for this scarcity
are more complex than what we are
made to believe. 

Unsustainable development at the
cost of the environment has created
this mess in the mountains. The lush
green forests are now being turned into
concrete jungles with unchecked con-
struction taking place in the most vul-
nerable regions. One can spot giant
construction machines in the most
fragile areas. The entire ecosystem is
at the receiving end as several rivers
are being damaged by the rapid con-
struction. In tribal areas, sale of agri-
cultural land is at its peak. The
demand for water at these construc-
tion sites is being fulfilled through ille-
gal actions. The private builders drill
an underground bore to pump water
to these sites using motors. This
activity obstructs the underground
streams leading to drying of the nat-

ural water bodies. 
As a result, there is a severe water

crisis looming large over the state. The
drinking water is not available to ful-
fill the needs of the locals. In Dhari and
Ramgarh Development Blocks of
Nainital district, there is a huge pub-
lic outrage. The unavailability of water
in most of the drinking water pipelines
operated through Uttarakhand Jal
Sansthan has made the situation
worse. 

The Dadoligad Drinking Water
Supply Scheme was launched to cater
to the needs of five  villages in the
region — Parbada, Majhera,
Chokhuta, Gajar and Bana in block
Dhari. The residents of these villages,
however, allege that the staff of Jal
Sansthan instead of supplying water to

their villages, sell it illegally to the
hotels and builders of the area. The
locals get only 50 to 60 liters of water
in 15 to 20 days despite having access
to water connection legally. 

“A total of 44 drinking water pro-
jects are being operated in 41 villages
of the Dhari Development block. The
Jal Sansthan has offered 2,100 individ-
ual connections as part of these
schemes which supplies drinking
water to about 3,000 families. All this
water is pumped from the local rivers
which are fed by rain. These rivers will
not be able to meet the needs of the
locals if there will be no rain in the next
15 days. The pipelines will be com-
pletely shut,” informed Assistant
Engineer-in-Charge, Harish Chandra
Dwivedi. The alternative, he suggest-

ed, is to provide water through tankers
to people residing in areas connected
via roads. 

What about communities residing
in areas tucked away in the mountains
with no access through roads? To
understand how the government is
planning to address the issue of water
scarcity in Dhari block, the writer
came across the proposed ‘Jal Jeevan
Mission’ by the Central Government.
The scheme is envisioned to provide
safe and adequate drinking water
through individual household tap
connections by 2024 to all households
in rural India. As part of it, the State
Water Department has planned to
upgrade the same old 44 drinking
water schemes of which 15 are already
on the verge of closure. 

As per the records received from
Jal Sansthan, till date, around 500 new
applications for connections have been
received and accepted under the ‘Jal
Jeevan Mission’ mission in Dhari
block. This connection, available for
only �1 to the public, is to be manda-
torily provided by the department. To
fulfill the demand, these new connec-
tions are being provided through the
existing lines which are already over-
burdened. Since there is no or little
water left in these pipes, this scheme
is being run successfully only on
papers. 

The locals, owing to their limited
knowledge and awareness, believe that
nature is to be blamed for insufficient
rainfall. They had limited or absolute-
ly zero knowledge about the existing
schemes aimed at increasing ground
water levels, rainwater harvesting, etc. 

The current situation is a result of
years of negligence towards the root
causes of the issue. Instead of strategic
planning and aiming for sustainable
development, we are merely replacing
older schemes with newer ones. The
water woes of the residents of the Dhari
block is only the tip of the iceberg. The
situation is alarming at the state level
and the role of locals cannot be denied. 

The locals should contribute to the
ongoing efforts of both the government
and non-government organisations
by becoming more responsible than
ever. Saving water should be the motto
of each and every villager. They should
take initiatives like harvesting rainwa-
ter using traditional knowledge. By tak-
ing such initiatives, they will be in a bet-
ter position to provide solutions to the
government. 
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Depression seems to be the
word of the day. You hear

about it in pop culture, read
about it in books and even may
have made comments about it
yourself online. But do we
understand the gravity and the
intricacies surrounding it? How
does it feel to be trapped inside
your head? To see the world in
all its glory but somehow, for
some reason not being able to
take part in it? If only you could
feel all the colours in the rain-
bow. But is that what depression
is? To not be able to see all the
colours of life? How about we
toss the coin and discover the
other spectrum of it? How about
when you are way too aware of
yourself and your surroundings
what then? Is it possible that too
much feeling can also push you
down the hole? Whatever may
be the case but the result sadly
is common; withdrawal from
oneself and the world and over-
reaching coldness that can leave
you in an abyss.

We, as a society, have made
some progress in the realms of
mental health. There are healthy
discussions going on about it.
Researchers are pouring their
time and money to understand
the essence of the many mental
health issues. These are positive
steps for sure, especially keeping
in mind how far we have come
in comparison to hiding such
things under the rug. But is it all

rosy, as they say? Can we talk
about it?

The world can go light-years
ahead but that doesn’t acceler-
ate your own growth. You may
be in a middle of healthy con-
versation about mental health
but may feel ashamed or simply
too vulnerable to open about
your own demons. It is hard to
talk about what is eating you.
There is no timeline or a simple
roadmap to understand how
long you have been suffering.
For some it is just what they have
to live with as they don’t know
any other way. Can you feel
happy and be in the moment at
all times and not fall in this
invisible rabbit hole that only
exists for you? Can it be better?
Can you tell someone how it
feels? That you feel like you are
alone in this world, even when
you are surrounded by all the
people you love. It is hard to
open up, to show your emotion-
al scars. To lay it out in the open

and show your inner suffering.
For some, it is the sharing

part that restrains them to talk.
To some it is simply the matter
of coherence, of not being able
to describe how it feels. For
some, it is the fear of being
labeled as a ‘sad person’ but that’s
not who they are. How do you
open up and will that help?
More often than not, these are
the crippling fears that make you
stay silent but silence is the only
thing that will not help. It is
essential to look within and find
the strength to talk about it, to
find a person you believe and
trust and just explain how you
are feeling. There are no right
words here, the essence of heal-
ing lies in being vulnerable.

People who are suffering
from depression for a long peri-
od of time may feel that is the
only way to live and this feeling
can cast a shadow in any hope
for a bright and happier future.
You may feel life is too hard.

What is the purpose of keep
going on? The perpetual tired-
ness that comes with it can be
hard to bear but it is incredibly
important to reach out at times
like these. It is essential to
understand that it is a disease
that needs to be treated like any
other ailment and yes, there is
light at the end of the tunnel.
However, the first step towards
the journey is to open up and
talk.

You may think how will
talking help? Well suppose you
are going to a friend’s house and
get lost and your phone isn’t
working. What to do now?
Someone in the area might be
able to help you with the right
directions. Depression is exact-
ly like that. Here you are lost
within yourself, tangled between
questions about your own life’s
worth. You need to have a
broader perspective and talk
about it.

When you talk, people
would listen and help you.
Talking is acceptance.
Acceptance that you are suffer-
ing, acceptance that it is not the
way of life, acceptance that yes
life is worth living and your life
is important. Silence is your
worst enemy. Talking to a per-
son you trust is the first step to
recovery.

(The writer is a computer
engineer and author of the book
— Maroon In A Sky Of Blue.)
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Glenn Maxwell was good
but AB de Villiers was
better as Royal

Challengers Bangalore beat
Kolkata Knight Riders by 38
runs in their IPL match here on
Sunday.

Batting first, De Villiers’
master class and Maxwell’s
counter-attacking half-centu-
ry propelled RCB to an impos-
ing 204 for four. In reply, KKR
were stopped at 166 for eight as
RCB regained the top spot in
the pecking order.

RCB smashed 56 runs in
the last three overs, including 21
in the final six deliveries, thanks
to de Villiers 34-ball 76 not out.

Maxwell blazed away to 78
off 49 deliveries, hitting nine
boundaries and three maxi-
mums before the genius from
South Africa strode in and
struck the same number of
fours and sixes as his teammate
from Australia.

The Knight Riders were off
to a brilliant start with leg-break
bowler Varun Chakravarthy
leaving RCB in early trouble at
9/2 with the big wickets of skip-
per Virat Kohli (5) and Rajat
Patidar (1) in the second over.

Opening the bowling for
KKR, veteran off-spinner
Harbhajan Singh bowled a tight
line and length to stifle the RCB
batsmen in his first two overs.

After Chakravarthy lured
Kohli to go over cover with a
tossed-up delivery that drifted
away from the right-hander,
Rahul Tripathi pulled off a
sensational catch running back
from extra-cover. The top bats-
man was nowhere close to the
ball.

Chakravarthy then went
through the defence of Patidar
with one that darted back on
landing.

Mixing aggression with
caution, Maxwell and Devdutt
Padikkal (25) revived the RCB
innings after the early blows at
the MAmChidambaram
Stadium.

While the young Indian
seemed content playing the

second fiddle, the swashbuck-
ling Australian counter-
attacked in fine fashion and
played the big shots with con-
summate ease.

The in-form Maxwell
upped the ante when he cleared
his front leg to plonk Shakib Al
Hasan over long-on for his
first maximum in the sixth
over.

The one bowled by Shakib
turned out to be a productive

over for RCB as they got 17
runs off it.

Morgan’s decision to take
out both Chakravarthy and
Harbhajan at a time when they
were bowling well was baf-
fling, but RCB didn’t mind at all
as they capitalised on the sur-
prising move.

After reaching 45 for two at
the end of the six powerplay
overs, Maxwell shifted gears
and raced to his half-century in

just 28 balls. Even
Chakravarthy, who was on fire
some time ago, was not spared
by Maxwell as he smashed him
for a six and four off successive
balls.

Prasidh Krishna ended the
third-wicket partnership of 86
runs by sending back Padikkal,
which signalled the arrival of
De Villiers in the middle.

Joining forces, the dazzling
duo of Maxwell and De Villiers
did not allow the KKR bowlers
to settle into any sort of rhythm
until premier pacer Pat
Cummins ended their 53-run
association.

After that, the show
belonged to De Villiers as he
toyed with KKR bowlers.

He finished it off in style,

pummelling Andre Russell for
three fours and a six in the last
over of the innings.

The last-over onslaught was
preceded by 4, 4, 6 as de Villiers
left poor Russell bruised and
battered.

The extremely-talented
Shubman Gill and in-from
Nitish Rana struck a few fours
and sixes before the former got
out for a nine-ball 21.

KKR kept losing wickets at
regular intervals and were tot-
tering at 114 for five in the 14th
over when purple cap holder
Harshal Patel dismissed captain
Eoin Morgan (29).

Russell (31 off 20 balls) pro-
vided some entertainment by
collecting 20 runs off
Yuzvendra Chahal in the 17th
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Three-time champion Chennai Super Kings
and Rajasthan Royals would look to build

on their first wins and gain momentum when
they clash in the Indian Premier League, here
on Today.

The two sides bounced back after losing
their opening fixtures with wins, albeit in con-
trasting styles.

While the MS Dhoni-led CSK had it easy
against Punjab Kings, the Royals scraped
through against Delhi Capitals in the final over.
Both teams would be eyeing a second win to give
their campaign a boost.

CSK hit back superbly after a chastening
defeat to Capitals with Deepak Chahar putting
his hand up with a four-wicket haul to break the
back of the Punjab batting line-up, setting up a
six-wicket victory.

The Super Kings will expect Chahar to con-
tinue the good work while also hoping that Sam
Curran, Shardul Thakur and the others also step
up. Also, Lungi Ngidi is out of quarantine and
could be drafted into the playing XI to give more
teeth to the CSK pace attack.

Moeen Ali was in the thick of action in the
win over Punjab and that should please the CSK
think-tank. He picked up a wicket with his off-
spin and batted fluently.

Faf du Plessis made an unbeaten 36 despite
not being at his fluent best
and would hope to build on
the knock while the likes of
Ruturaj Gaikwad and
Ambati Rayudu need runs
to get their confidence
back.

Meanwhile, Royals will
be keen to build on the win
over Capitals after a dra-
matic four-run loss to
Punjab.

Skipper Sanju
Samson hit a mag-
n i f i c e n t
ton which
a l m o s t
s i n g l e -
handedly
won the
opener for
them and his
form along with that
of Jos Buttler and
David Miller will be

crucial to their chances in the tourna-
ment.

Royals would like to see their
batsmen fire in unison as the top-
order collapsed against Delhi before
Miller and Chris Morris pulled
them past the line.

The experienced pacer Jaydev
Unadkat underscored his value
with a superb spell against Delhi

while the young Chetan Sakariya has
shown promise. The experience of Morris and
Mustafizur Rahman could be crucial in tight
situations.
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over, the sequence of shots reading 6,
4, 4, 4.

Next, Kyle Jamieson was played
over midwicket for a big six by Russell,
but the tall Kiwi pacer also had two
wickets in the same over.

For RCB, Jamieson finished with
3/41 and there were two wickets apiece
for Harshal and Chahal. 
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Shikhar Dhawan struck a
swashbuckling 92 as Delhi

Capitals made short work of a
196-run target for a six-wicket
win over Punjab Kings in the IPL
here on Sunday.

Dhawan looked in sublime
form during his 49-ball knock
that was studded with 13 fours
and two sixes.

Dhawan was ably supported
by Prithvi Shaw (32 off 15) first
up and then skipper Rishabh Pant
(15) and Marcus Stoinis (27 not
out) as DC chased down 196 in
18.2 overs.

Put in to bat, Mayank

Agarwal and captain K L Rahul
stitched a century-run opening
stand to guide Punjab to a chal-
lenging 195 for four.

Agarwal made 69 off 36 balls,
while Rahul scored 61 off 51
deliveries as Punjab made a fly-
ing start to their innings.

Chasing 196, Dhawan and
Shaw made a quick start, sharing
59 runs in just 33 balls for the
opening wicket.

Shaw continued his fine form
and smashed a 17-ball 32 before
being holed out to Chris Gayle off
Arshdeep Singh.

Steve Smith, playing his first
match for DC, looked a pale
shadow of himself before becom-
ing Riley Meredith's first victim

of the day.
But the wickets hardly had

any impact on Dhawan, who
continued his attacking stroke-
play to bring up his fifty off 31
balls.

Needing 71 off 42 balls, DC
struck gold by picking up 18 runs
off the 14th over.

Dhawan hit Meredith for a
hat-trick of fours, besides the
bowler gave away another bound-
ary off a wide ball as DC brought
down the margin to 53 off 36
balls.

Dhawan, however, fell eight
short of a brilliant century when
he was cleaned up by Jhye
Richardson (2/41) in the 16th
over.

Earlier, Pant's decision to
bowl after winning the toss back-
fired as the opening duo of
Agarwal and Rahul took the
attack to the opposition bowlers
from the onset, hitting bound-
aries and sixes at will.

While Agarwal was the
aggressor of the two initially,
Rahul upped the ante after a rel-
atively sedate start.

Agarwal and Rahul adopted
an aggressive approach against
debutant Lukeman Meriwala and
Kagiso Rabada, taking their team
to 94 for no loss in  10 overs.

Agarwal was looking danger-
ous during his 36-ball knock
and ended up hitting seven
boundaries and four hits over the
fence.

But DC dismissed both the
batsmen in quick succession to
make a comeback into the match.

While Agarwal was the first to
depart, slicing a Meriwala delivery
straight to Shikhar Dhawan at
sweeper cover in the 13th over,
Rahul handed a simple catch to
Marcus Stonis at midwicket off
Rabada.

Rahul's knock was laced with
seven boundaries and two sixes.

Big-hitting Chris Gayle (11)
failed to make a mark, perishing
soon in search of a maximum.

Nicholas Pooran (9) failed yet
again but Deepak Hooda (22 not
out off 13) and Shahrukh Khan (15
not out off five) provided the much
needed big hits towards the end.

For DC, Ravichandran
Ashwin (0/28) was economical,
while Avesh Khan (1/33),
Meriwala (1/32), Chris Woakes
(1/42) and Rabada (1/43) picked
up a wicket each. 
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