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On a day Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and TMC

supremo Mamata Banerjee
traded charges on the Cooch
Behar killing, the  Election
Commission (EC) on Monday
imposed a 24-hour campaign-
ing ban on the West Bengal
Chief Minister for her “highly
insinuating” and “provocative
remarks” that the poll regulat-
ing body described as having
“serious potential” to lead to a
breakdown of law and order
during elections.

As per the order issued by
the EC, the ban will come into
effect from 8 pm on April 12,
and continue till 8 pm on
April 13. The action was taken
by the polling body after
Mamata was found “violating
the Model Code of Conduct
(MCC)” for appealing to the
voters on communal lines.  

Condemning Mamata’s
statements made during poll
rallies on April 7 and 8, the EC
advised her to desist from

using such statements in pub-
lic while model code of con-
duct is in force.

The EC noted that the
TMC chief made “highly insin-
uating and provocative remarks
laden with serious potential of
breakdown of law and order
and thereby adversely affecting
the election process.”

The EC said, “In fact, it is
a matter of deep regret that a
media narrative was sought to
be weaved hour after hour to
misguide the biggest stake-
holder which is the voters by a
candidate who also happens to
be the CM of the State. At least
this should have been appreci-
ated that the sideshow was
fraught with immense poten-
tial to have adverse impact on
law and order across West

Bengal and may be some other
States. And all this was being
done when the election process
was/is on. There could not
have been a greater misde-
meanour,” it said.

Lashing out at the EC
order, Mamata said she would
stage a dharna in the city on
Tuesday in protest. The TMC
questioned why only Mamata
has been punished and BJP
leaders left off hook.

Meanwhile, Modi launched
a fierce broadside against
Mamata. “Didi has been insti-
gating her workers against the
Central forces. Do not do this.
Didi o didi, if you want to take
out your anger, abuse me. But
don’t insult Bengal’s dignity and
tradition,” he said.  

Continued on Page 11
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Amid horror stories of dead
bodies piling up in hospi-

tals and Covid treatment cen-
tres running out of beds and
ventilators, India’s Covid-19
count grew by around 1.5 lakh,
going past the US and Brazil
combined. India now has the
second-highest number of
cases in the world with the total
crossing 1.34 crore, behind the
US which has reported 3 crore
cases so far.

On Sunday, India’s daily
count of 1.68 lakh cases was
higher than the combined tally
of the USA ( 47, 874 cases) and
Brazil (37,537).

However, on Monday the
cases dipped mainly due to
lower testing on Sunday.
Maharashtra reported a major
decline, reporting around
51,751 cases, nearly 11,000 less
than the previous day’s tally.

However, the situation in
Delhi and neighbouring Uttar
Pradesh remained grim, with
the national Capital reporting
11,491 cases and UP recording
13,604 cases.

While Gujarat reported
6,021 new cases, 2,854 recov-
eries and 55 deaths in the last
24 hours, Rajasthan reported
5,771 new cases, 1,291 recov-
eries and 25 deaths during the
same period.

India’s cases are also dou-
bling and tripling at an alarm-
ing speed. From 8,579 cases on

February 1, it has taken just ten
weeks for the country to see a
20-time spike in the daily num-
ber of cases, a record of sorts
across the world.

Meanwhile, on the second
day of countrywide Tika Utsav
(vaccination festival), India’s
Covid-19 vaccination coverage
went past the 10.50 crore mark
on Monday. Eight States
account for 60.13 per cent of
the total doses given so far in
the country, according to the
Union Health Ministry data.
The first day of Tika Utsav on
Sunday saw the administration
of 30 lakh vaccination doses at
63,800 Covid Vaccination
Centres across the country.

Continued on Page 11
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Close on the heels of it pro-
moting all the State board

students from Classes I to 8 to
the next without any examina-
tion, the Maharashtra
Government on Monday post-
poned the board examinations
of Classes 10 and 12 in view of
the worsening Covid-19 situa-
tion in the State.

Announcing this,
Maharashtra Education
Minister Varsha Gaikwad
tweeted, “Given the current
#Covid-19 situation in
Maharashtra, we’ve postponed
State board exams for Class 10
& 12. The present circum-
stances are not conducive for
holding exams. Your health is
our priority”.

Varsha said keeping in
mind the schedule of entrance
exams for professional courses,
Class 12 exams will be held by
end of May, while Class 10
exams will be in June. “We’re
closely monitoring the health
situation. Fresh dates for these
exams will be announced
accordingly,” she said.

Continued on Page 11
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The Ministry of Civil
Aviation (MoCA) on

Monday banned meal services
on flights with less than two
hours of travel duration to
minimise the risk of Covid-19
infection. The norm will come
into effect from April 15. 

However, there are no
restrictions on serving meals
on international flights as of
now. Airlines are permitted to
serve only pre-packed snacks,
meals, and pre-packed bever-
ages on flights that have dura-
tion of more than two hours.

“The airline operating
flights on domestic sectors
may provide meal services
onboard, wherein the flight
duration is two hours or
more...” MoCA’s Joint Secretary
Usha Padhee said in an office
memorandum on Monday,
which marked to the

Directorate of Civil Aviation.
“Crew shall wear a fresh set of
gloves for each meal/beverage
service,” it added.

The decision was taken
amid fears that passengers tak-
ing off masks to eat may lead
to the spread of the virus.
While in-flight meals can’t be
avoided on medium or long
hauls, the restriction has 
been imposed on domestic
flights of up to two hours
duration for now. 

Continued on Page 11
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Spooked by the grim Covid-
19 scenario and slashing

down of India’s growth outlook
by multiple rating agencies,
investors on Monday went for
heavy selling of equity in bank-
ing, finance, and auto counters,
triggering a huge collapse
which saw Sensex crashing by
over 1,707 points.

In more bad news on the
economic front, India’s retail
inflation rose to a four-month
high of 5.52 per cent in March
as food prices soared, accord-
ing to the Government data
released on Monday. The con-
sumer price index (CPI)-based
inflation was 5.03 per cent in
the previous month (February
2021) and was 5.91 per cent in
the same month last year
(March 2020).

Food inflation accelerated
to 4.94 per cent in March, as
compared to 3.87 per cent in
February. Inflation in “fuel and
light” category remained ele-
vated at 4.50 per cent during
March compared to 3.53 per
cent in February.

At the same time, the Index
of Industrial Production (IIP)
contracted 3.6 per cent for
February 2021, showed data
released by the Ministry of

Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI).

The industrial output con-
tracted by 1.6 per cent in the
previous month (January 2021)
and expanded to 4.5 per cent in
February 2020.

The manufacturing sector
output contracted by 3.7 per
cent in February, while the
mining output declined by 5.5
per cent. 

Continued on Page 11
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The Supreme Court on
Monday termed as

“absolutely frivolous” a petition
filed by former UP Shia Waqf
Board chairman Waseem Rizvi
seeking the removal of 26 vers-
es from the holy Quran and
dismissed it with a cost of
�50,000. 

A Bench of Justices RF
Nariman BR Gavai and
Hrishikesh Roy rejected the
petition in which Rizvi alleged
that these 26 verses of Quran
promoted terrorism.  

In his plea, Rizvi has stated
that Islam is based on the con-
cepts of equity, equality, for-
giveness and tolerance but due
to extreme interpretations of the
said verses of the holy book, the
religion has been drifting away
from the basic tenets.  

The plea of Rizvi has
drawn massive backlash with
several Muslim outfits and
Islamic clerics. 

Last month, an FIR was
registered in Bareilly against
Rizvi for allegedly hurting reli-
gious sentiments of Muslims
with his petition in the top
court. 
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More than 31 lakh devotees from
different parts of the country

reached Haridwar on Monday to take
a holy dip in the river Ganga at vari-
ous ghats in the city on the occasion of
Somvati Amavasya.

It is the second Shahi Snan of Maha
Kumbh which is being organised here
after 12 years.

While Har ki Pauri, considered the
holiest of the ghats, was reserved
exclusively for the Akhadas from 7 am
onwards, common people also took the
holy dip on the other ghats of the
Ganga, revered by millions as a god-
dess.

The seers of different Akhadas, led
by their Mahamandaleshwaras, took

out grand Shobha Yatras through the
main thoroughfare of the pilgrimage
city to gather at Brahma Kund.

As per the sequence set by the
Akhil Bharatiya Akhada Parishad
(ABAP), Sadhus of the Niranjani
Akhada reached Har Ki Pauri first for
the holy dip. They were also accom-
panied by members of the Anand
Akhada. 

The last king of Nepal, Gyanendra
Bir Bikram Shah too took a holy dip
along with Sadhus of the Niranjani
Akhada. This was followed by the Juna
Akhada along with Sadhus of the Agni
and Ahwahan Akhadas who were also
accompanied by members of the
Kinnar Akhada. This was followed by
the Juna Akhada along with Sadhus of
the Agni and Ahwahan Akhadas who
were also accompanied by members of
the Kinnar Akhada.

The procession of the Akhadas was
directed via the highway to Har Ki
Pauri amidst tight security. Being
Covid positive, the ABAP head
Narendra Giri was unable to attend the
Shahi Snan. Due to implementation of
the Covid standard operating proce-

dures (SOPs), the number of devotees
was less compared to past Kumbhs
where such occasions would attract
around 1 crore devotees.

Marching barefoot to their desti-
nation with many of them not wearing
masks or observing social distancing,
the seers took a dip in the river as they
were showered with flower petals from
helicopters flying above on behalf of the
Uttarakhand Government. 

Meanwhile, the authorities had
directed the vehicles to various park-
ings from where 262 shuttle buses were
operated. 

At the ghats, the police acted on the
principle of ‘Teen Dubki-Ek Snan’
(three dips- one bath) in order to man-
age the crowds of devotees. At the same
time, challans were issued to about 83
people for not following the Covid
guidelines in the Mela area. 

Till 3 pm the authorities had con-
ducted 9,678 Covid tests on arriving
devotees at the Haridwar border with
26 of these coming out positive. At the
same time, 2,758 people and 357 vehi-
cles were turned back in absence of
Covid test reports.
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As the country grapples with
surging Covid-19 cases

and vaccine shortage, a panel of
experts has recommended
Russia’s Covid vaccine Sputnik
V for use in India with certain
conditions.  If approved by the
regulator, Drug Controller
General of India (DCGI), this
will be the third vaccine to be
used in India after Serum
Institute of India’s Covishield —
developed by Oxford-
AstraZeneca — and Bharat
Biotech’s Covaxin.

Sources in the Government
said that the Subject Expert
Committee (SEC) of the DCGI
on Monday took up the appli-
cation of Dr Reddy’s Laboratories
seeking emergency use authori-
sation for Sputnik V.

The DCGI will take a final
call on the recommendation. The
vaccine would be imported from
Russia for emergency use in the
country, the sources said.

The DCGI has already given
the emergency use authorisation
for two Covid19 vaccines —
Covaxin of Bharat Biotech and
Covishield of Oxford-
AstraZeneca manufactured by
Serum Institute of India in Pune.

Continued on Page 11
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Asking officials to be on
their toes to control the

exponential spread of COVID-
19 across the state, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said
on Monday that neither his
government will impose a lock-
down nor let the people die in
misery.

“It is the responsibility of
the officials to ensure that
there is no shortage of hospi-
tal beds for the patients. People
should get all facilities and
there should be no shortage of
essential items in the market,”
the chief minister said while
addressing officials in a meet-
ing here on Monday.

Expressing anger over pri-
vate hospitals and labs fleecing
people by charging more than
the prescribed rates, Yogi
Adityanath directed the offi-
cials to take action against
them. He said that nobody
would be allowed to take
advantage of the helplessness of
the people.

“Stop it strictly. Incorrect
information will result in harsh
action against the guilty,” the
chief minister said and direct-
ed officials to take over such
hospitals.

“Investigation report
should not be delayed and this
should be communicated to the
labs,” he said.

The chief minister has
emphasised on the expansion
of lab and testing capabilities.
Instructions have been given to
increase the RT-PCR test
capacity to 70 per cent.

Yogi said: “Our priority is
to implement an effective strat-
egy to contain the spread of
COVID-19. We will have to
fight the pandemic vigorously
with full preparation as there is
no scope for any negligence in
this fight.”

Praising his government’s
efforts to control the spread of
the novel coronavirus last year,
the chief minister said, “Like
the last year, we will have to
fight this war with great
strength. For the same, we will
have to increase the beds in
Level-2 (with oxygen facility)
and Level-3 (with ventilators)
Covid hospitals in sufficient
quantity.”

Yogi Adityanath also
instructed the officials to ded-
icate half of the 108 ambulance
service fleet for COVID-19
patients and the remaining
half for non-Covid cases. He set
the response time for these
ambulances at 15 minutes. He
laid emphasis on making the
Integrated Command and
Control Centre the focal point
of the entire fight and moni-
toring its activity one by one.

Later, addressing reporters, 
Continued on Page 11
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Lucknow: Noted historian
Yogesh Praveen died on
Monday after a brief illness,
according to his family.

He was 82.
“He had mild fever this

morning after which he took
medicines. At about 2 pm, he
suddenly became unconscious
after which we took him to a
hospital where he was declared
dead,” Yogesh Praveen's broth-
er Kaamesh Shrivastava told
PTI. He will be cremated on
Tuesday morning, Shrivastava
said.

Praveen, a bachelor, wrote
more than 30 books on Awadhi
culture and Lucknow and con-
tributed several articles in
newspapers and magazines,
and was given the Padma Shri
award.

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath con-
doled the demise of the histori-
an. In a condolence message, he
said that Yogesh Praveen had a
deep knowledge of the culture
and history of Awadh, especial-
ly Lucknow. Through his books
and articles, he enabled the
public to know about the rich
heritage and culture of Awadh,
he said. Praying for peace to the
departed soul, the chief minis-
ter also conveyed his condo-
lences to the bereaved family.
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NOTICE

I, Sushmita Dixit, wife of No.
15788592N Sep Amit Kumar
Shukla, resident of Vill - Sarai
Katiyan, Post - Sonik, Teh & Dist
- Unnao (U.P.), I declare that my
name has been mistakenly
entered in my husband’s service
record in NOK, Sushmita
Shukla. While my correct name
is Sushmita Dixit,  vide affidavit
No. 48AF887122 date
12.04.2021 before court com-
pound Kanpur Nagar.

NOTICE

In my Army record No.
14661783 N, Rank Nayak, the
name of my daughter has been
changed to Aadya Dubey from
Anjil Dubey. She should be
known and identified as Aadya
Dubey, D/o Anurag Dubey, R/o
A 368, Avas Vikas Colony
Unnao, for all future purposes.
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Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath dedicated to people the

newly-constructed Lalji Tandon
Multipurpose Hall in Chowk Stadium
on the occasion of the birth anniversary
of the former minister and former
Governor of Bihar and Madhya
Pradesh, Lalji Tandon.

On this occasion, he named the
road from Dubgga to Chowk intersec-
tion as Lalji Tandon Road and the
Chowk intersection as Lalji Tandon
intersection.

“Lucknow and Lalji Tandon are
synonymous with each other. Probably
today this is the first programme in
which Tandonji is not present physical-
ly, but his ideology is still working for
us as a guide,” Yogi said in his address.

He said that people of all parties of
the state respected Lalji Tandon. “His
specialty was that for a lifetime he
adhered to the same ideology, values
and principles,” he said.

The chief minister said that Lalji
Tandon was a repository of knowledge
about Lucknow. “He had a holistic view

of business, politics, development and
social philosophy of Lucknow. He has
contributed significantly to the devel-
opment of Lucknow,” he added.

Deputy Chief Ministers Keshav
Prasad Maurya and Dr Dinesh Sharma,
Urban Development Minister Ashutosh

Tandon, Medical Education Minister
Suresh Khanna and Member of
Legislative Council Swatantra Dev
Singh also expressed their views on the
occasion. Mayor of Lucknow, Samyukta
Bhatia, thanked everyone.

The multipurpose hall at Chowk

Stadium has been constructed by the
Sports Department at a cost of about Rs
12 crore. This multipurpose hall has a
seating capacity of 1,000 spectators. This
is the first such multipurpose hall in the
state where facilities for all indoor
games, including boxing, are available.
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Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya has

directed officials to ensure
timely completion of eight Atal
residential colleges, the con-
struction of which is in full
swing.

He also asked the officials
to maintain a high standard of
work besides strict compli-
ance with Covid protocol for
safety of officials and workers.
Work on this project is in
progress under the supervision
of Public Works Department
(PWD) officials.

An official communiqué
released on Monday evening
said that Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya, who
holds the PWD portfolio,
reviewed the construction of
eight Atal residential colleges
being built at a cost of Rs
521.23 crore under the
Engineering, Procurement and
Construction (EPC) mode.

The release claimed that
the government had sanctioned
construction of 18 Atal residen-
tial colleges in Uttar Pradesh
out of which work on only
eight was taken up by the
PWD.

The first eight Atal residen-
tial colleges are under construc-
tion in Basti, Kanpur Nagar,
Banda, Lalitpur, Gonda,
Prayagraj, Sonbhadra and
Muzaffarnagar.

Maurya asked the officers
to expedite the work and com-
plete it within the set deadline
so that the construction of the
remaining Atal residential col-
leges could be taken up.
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To cover up their negligence
and charges of corruption

which led to an old man com-
mitting suicide, the cops of
Bareilly police reportedly tore
the 'suicide' note left by the vic-
tim to get the men in uniform
punished.

Agitated over the cops’
conduct, the local villagers
brutally thrashed them before
senior officers reached the spot
with more police force and res-
cued them.

Taking a serious note of the
cops' role, the senior superin-
tendent of police in Bareilly
placed all the policemen post-
ed at the local police outpost
under suspension and ordered
a probe into the matter to take
further legal action against
them. A heavy police force was
also deployed in the area to
avert any further untoward
incident.

Reports said that the minor
daughter of a resident of Mau
Chandrapur hamlet in
Ramnagar under the Aonla

police station in Bareilly eloped
with a local youth. The resident
contacted the policemen at
Ramnagar outpost and alleged
that his daughter was kid-
napped by the youth and plead-
ed with the cops to get her freed
from the clutches of the
accused.

The cops, however, refused
to act and allegedly demanded
Rs 1 lakh from the man, saying
that he had to spend some
money if he wanted to get his
daughter back.

An upset father later ran

from pillar to post to seek jus-
tice but after he failed to get any
help, he mentioned his ordeal
in a plain paper, holding the
cops of the Ramnagar police
outpost responsible for his
death, and committed suicide
on Sunday.

When the local policemen
learnt about the incident, they
reached the spot and after
recovering the suicide note in
which the man held them
responsible for his death, tore
the paper. On learning that the
cops had destroyed the suicide

note, the local residents became
agitated and they attacked the
police team with sticks and
rods, injuring two policemen
seriously.

Later, senior officers who
went to rescue the police team
made preliminary inquiry and
on finding the cops guilty,
placed them under suspen-
sion.

Further probe is on in the
matter and efforts are being
made to recover the girl and get
her statement record before a
magistrate.

Lucknow(PNS): Tragedy
hit Etawah when a man and his
son besides a driver were
crushed to death and eight
other family members, includ-
ing two children, were serious-
ly injured after a speeding truck
hit them. The accident took
place in Bakewar locality of
Etawah when the victims were
changing the deflated tyre of
their car in the wee hours of
Monday.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath expressed grief at
the loss of lives in the road acci-
dent. Extending his sympa-

thies to the bereaved families, he
prayed for peace to the depart-
ed souls. The chief minister also
directed senior officials of the
district to extend all possible
help and provide adequate treat-
ment to the injured.  

Reports said that the fam-
ily of one Budha Singh was
returning from Delhi to Jhansi
on Sunday night. Singh was a
resident of Gursarai area of
Semri in Jhansi and was a
labourer.   When they were
crossing Bakewar in Etawah in
the wee hours of Monday, a tyre
of the car on which they were

travelling was punctured and
the driver stopped to change it.
As they were changing the tyre,
a speeding truck hit the car and
crushed them. While Budha
Singh (50), his son Deepak
(25), and car driver Qumrujama
died on the spot, eight others
were injured. The injured were
shifted to Saifai PGI by the local
police where the condition of
Roopa (45), Rinki (19), Seema
(22), Priti (19), Riya (8-month),
Aadi (1), Pramod (26)  and
Sandeep (36) was stated to be
critical. A case was registered in
this regard.
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The official wheat procure-
ment agencies in Uttar

Pradesh have purchased one
lakh metric tons of wheat from
17,440 farmers till April 12
since the procurement com-
menced on April 1.

The government has set up
6,000 procurement centres
across the state for procure-
ment of wheat at minimum
support price from the farmers.

Despite the fresh surge in
novel coronavirus cases, fool-
proof arrangements have been
made at the wheat purchase
centres with all aspects of
Covid protocol being followed
strictly, officials said here on
Monday.

With the aim to double the
income of the farmers, the UP
government has introduced
new devices and technology so
that the farmers may receive
the best price of their produce.

In this regard, for the first
time in the country, the state
government has introduced
the electronic point of purchase
(e-POP) machines for eliminat-
ing middlemen from the mar-
keting process while ensuring
transparency in the purchase of
wheat. Uttar Pradesh is the first
state in the country to initiate
procurement by providing bio-
metric authentication through
e-POP device in wheat pur-
chase with the aim to benefit
real farmers and eliminate the
role of middlemen and unau-
thorised persons in procure-
ment under the minimum
price support scheme.

The first procurement of
wheat through e-POP was suc-
cessfully made at Kundarki
purchase centre of Moradabad
district on April 7. The pro-
curement of wheat through e-
POP machines will start at

various other purchase centres
in the state soon.

In the Rabi marketing year
2021-22, procurement of wheat
directly from farmers under the
minimum support price
scheme commenced on April 1,
2021. The government has
increased the MSP of wheat
from Rs 1,925 in 2020-21 to Rs
1,975 per quintal in 2021-22.
Besides, the number of pro-
curement centres has increased
from 5,000 last year to 6,000
this time.  

For the first time in the
country, the Yogi Adityanath
government has decided to
involve Farmers Producer
Organisations (FPOs) in the
procurement of wheat. As
many as 150 FPOs have been
roped in the state to start with.

It may be noted that dur-
ing the past four years, the state
government had made a record
payment of Rs 29,017.45 crore
to more than 33 lakh wheat
farmers.

The Yogi government has
made a record of highest ever
payment to the paddy and
wheat farmers of the state in
four years.
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Adopting a stance of soft
Hindutva, Samajwadi

Party president Akhilesh Yadav
tendered his apologies to
Shankaracharya Swami
Swroopanand and his disciple
Swami Avimukteshwaranand
for the lathi-charge in Varanasi
in 2015. Akhilesh Yadav was
then the chief minister of UP.

He met the religious lead-
ers at Haridwar on Sunday and
sought their blessings.

“I admit my mistake and I
have apologised to the
Shankaracharya and his disci-
ple for the lathi-charge in
Varanasi,” Akhilesh Yadav said
in Haridwar on Sunday after
meeting the seer.

Akhilesh Yadav, after
meeting the Shankaracharya at
Kankhal Ashram in Haridwar,
said, “I have come to meet
Shankaracharya and seek his
blessings as he inspired (me) in
his recent statement in
Mathura that farmers are in
distress.”

He said the Kumbh Mela
was an ancient Indian tradition
and religious leaders and the
disciples were promoting the

ancient tradition.
In 2015, police in Varanasi

had lathi-charged protesters
demanding the immersion of
idols of Lord Ganesh in Ganga.
In the lathi-charge Swami
Avimukteshwaranand and sev-
eral other religious leaders
were injured. Swami
Avimukteshwaranand was also
arrested and sent to jail.

The SP president said that
Mamata Banerjee would be the
next chief minister of West
Bengal. He said Samajwadi
Party leaders were camping in
Bengal and campaigning for
the victory of the Trinamool
Congress candidates.

Yadav reiterated that for
the 2022 assembly elections in
Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand, Samajwadi Party
would not enter into alliance
with any big political party.  

He slammed UP Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath for
the poor handling of the sec-
ond wave of novel coronavirus
and said, “The common peo-
ple are suffering while the
chief minister is busy in polit-
ical tourism and campaigning
for West Bengal assembly elec-
tions.”
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Lucknow (PNS): The
Communist Party of India and
Communist Party of India
(Marxists) termed the all-party
meeting on COVID-19 called by
the UP government on Sunday
as an eyewash and said it was a
just a formality to reach a con-
sensus on the novel coronavirus
crisis. In a joint statement, the
leaders of both the parties,
Girish and Heera Lal Yadav, said
coronavirus was now beyond
control due to the carelessness
of the Central and UP govern-
ments. “The number of novel
coronavirus infected people and
the COVID-19 deaths is increas-
ing day by day. In UP the active
cases are touching the figure of
90,000. Every 24 hour, about
15,000 persons are testing pos-
itive. The number of deaths is
above 1,000. The remdesivir
which cost Rs 12,00 is being sold
at Rs 40,000-42,000 in the black
market and one can get it with
much difficulty,” the leaders
said. They said the Covid vac-
cines had fallen short at various
vaccination centres.

“At the centres where the
vaccines are available, there is a
huge rush and blatant disregard
of the Covid protocol. The fam-
ily members of the deceased
COVID-19 patients have to
wait for hours for final rituals,”
the leaders said. They said at the
time when coordinated efforts
should be made to fight coron-
avirus, the government was
indulging in politics. “The meet-
ing called by the UP governor and
the UP chief minister on Sunday
was merely a formality. Only one
or two opposition party leaders
were invited to the meeting. The
Left parties were not even con-
tacted,” the leaders said.

Lucknow (PNS): Those
planning to travel to South
India will have to rescheduled
their journey plan as some of the
trains going to different destina-
tions via Lucknow will remain
canceled or diverted for some
time as it has been decided to
implement a mega block at
Khandrawali-Balharshah rail-
way route. According to a
spokesman, the third railway
line between Coonoor-

Potkapalli stations will be laid
and so a pre non-interlock work
will be carried out between
April 11 and 16 and a non-inter-
lock work will be done between
April 17 and 24. 

Gorakhpur-Kotuchwelli
Rapti Sagar will remain can-
celled on April 11, 15, 16, 18, 22
and 23, Barauni-Ernakulam
Express on April 12 & 19,
Ernakulam Gorakhpur Express
on April 16 & 23, Gorakhpur

Yeshwantpur Express on April
13 & 20, and Yeshwantpur
Gorakhpur Special on April 15
& 22. On the other hand,
Gorakhpur-Secunderabad
Express will run on diverted
route on April 14 & 21,
Secunderabad-Gorakhpur spe-
cial on April 11, 15 & 22,
Gorakhpur-Yeshwantpur Special
on April 10, 17 & 24, and
Yeshwantpur Gorakhpur Special
on April 8, 12 & 19.
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Lucknow (PNS): A joint
team of Hazratganj police and
a surveillance team claimed to
have busted a honey trap gang
with the arrest of three men
and two women. The men
were identified as Azizul Hasan
of Para, Pankaj Gupta and Atul
Saxena (both of Alambagh).
One of the women is aged 36
years while the other aged 40
years.

The police said that the
women would honey trap
gullible people by calling them
at odd hours. They would ask
them to reach a place and
then taken to some hotel room
or flat. The women would
seduce them and make them
indulge in some obscene act. At
that moment, the male mem-
bers of the gang would barge
into the room in police uni-
form. They would then black-
mail the victims for extortion. 

The arrests were made
after a man reached the police
station with a complaint that he
was being blackmailed by two
women and three men. He said
the gang had obtained his
semi-nude pictures and taken
a huge sum from him.

The police worked on the
case and it surfaced that the
accused had asked the com-
plainant to meet them at
Scooters India crossing to give
them more money. A team in
civvies escorted the com-
plainant to the place where he
was supposed to meet the
accused. The police asked the
complainant to call the accused
and later nabbed them. The
police said the accused misused
the police uniform and duped
several people.
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He was one of the last icon-
ic figures of Lucknow who

carried the fragrance, tehzeeb
and the very soul of Awadhi cul-
ture and promoted it on every
platform with his own choice of
colloquial words that have long
been lost in the changing facade
of the city.

He saw a vibrancy in the old
Lucknow and was an ambas-
sador of its unique history and
culture that set it apart from
other cities. A man with a slight
frame he was omniscient at all
cultural evenings taking small
steps with his walking stick as
he cast a spell over his listeners
like an eternal storyteller.

Lucknow lost its most
ardent admirer and chronicler
in Yogesh Praveen, who passed
away on Monday afternoon. A
storyteller par excellence, who
could narrate a story of every
nook and corner of Lucknow
during the Nawabi era with
dates, met his demise in times
when his admirers could not
even pay him a proper tribute. 

According to acting direc-
tor of Balrampur Hospital Dr
GP Gupta, he was contacted by
Praveen’s relatives who said he
had no pulse and was uncon-
scious. “His kin briefed me
about his medical history and
requested for emergency ser-
vices. However, he was brought
dead to the hospital from his
house in Maulviganj,” Dr Gupta
said. Younger brother Kamesh
Srivastava and former chief
engineer of Jal Nigam said
Praveen was alright thought he
had a slight fever on Monday for
which he took some homeo-
pathic medicine and then fell
unconscious. “We called for
the ambulance but since it

would have taken time, I drove
him to Balrampur Hospital in
my own car,” he said.

Asked whether he was suf-
fering from Covid, Kamesh
said there were no such symp-
toms. Praveen (82), who resided
in Rakabganj with a few sup-
porters, had opted for medicine
as a profession in the beginning.
“It did not work for me when I
was studying at Kanpur Medical
College, and so I opted for lit-
erature instead and taught Hindi
at Vidyant College till retire-
ment,” Praveen had told this
reporter during a meeting.
Author of over 20 books,
Praveen kept alive the image of
old Lucknow in the minds of his
readers.

“Bitiya, for me Lucknow
exists only in the old areas like
Chowk, Nakkhas, Rakabganj,
Aminabad,Aishbagh and trans-
Gomti is a strange city. There is
so much to explore in the old
lanes which reek of flowers, atra,
chaat and kali gajar ka halwa,”
he had told this reporter during
an interaction after he won the
Padma Shri award last year.

Praveen had a way with
words and his books are anec-
dotes which he stringed togeth-
er in his interesting style of

speaking. The author would
share nuggets of priceless infor-
mation without any hassles. He
would also lament the passing
of an era.

“The people of the Nawabi
era had the leisure in indulging
in sports such as chess which
people do not have today. Right
from the educated to the man
on the street had a good knowl-
edge of the game. The advent of
the modern games have put
these fine arts in oblivion. For
all the criticism that the Nawabs
have faced for their laidback atti-
tude, one must concede that
they brought in an ambience
where every game peaked to
huge popularity and attained
high degrees of perfection,” he
had said while talking about the
bygone era.

He could speak for hours on
the legendary Awadhi shaam or
on the magnificent dome of the
Maqbara-e-Aliya in Golaganj.
He knew hundreds of facts
about old temples, Imambaras,
parks, mosques, the ‘queer’
names of areas, the Nawabs,
their wives, the festivals of the
city and its magnificent skyline,
ghazals, thumris and folk songs
of every tradition.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Monday con-
doled the demise of eminent his-
torian Yogesh Praveen. In a
condolence message, he said
Yogesh Praveen had a deep
knowledge of the culture and
history of Awadh region, espe-
cially Lucknow. Through his
books and articles, he enabled
people to know about the rich
heritage and culture of Awadh,
the chief minister said. Praying
for peace to the departed soul,
the chief minister also con-
veyed his condolences to the
bereaved family.
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With 3892 fresh infections
reported in Lucknow on

Monday, the active cases in the
district climbed to 23,090. As
many as 21 patients succumbed
to Covid-19 while 958 recov-
ered. Across the state, 13,685
people tested positive while 72
patients died. The fresh cases
included 1,417 from Varanasi,
1,295 from Prayagraj, 716 from
Kanpur, 474 from Gorakhpur
and 336 from Meerut, catapult-
ing the case tally to 7,05,619.

There were increased
requests for referral to hospi-
tals. Nodal officer for Covid,
Lok Bandhu Hospital, Dr Arun
Tewari said the picture was
grim and all the hospitals were
full to capacity.

“We have 157 beds which
have been occupied, and our
ICUs and HDUs are also full.
When we get patients in the
triage area, we assess their
condition before hospitalisa-
tion. If their condition is seri-
ous, they are referred to other
hospitals. But there are no
beds available in the level-3
hospitals, with KGMU and
SGPGI being full. We try to
manage these patients with
whatever facilities which we
have,” he said. He added that
the death rate was also serious.
“Four patients died at the hos-
pital on Sunday night,” he
pointed out.

Dr Vishal Singh from
Vivekananda Polyclinic said
they were under tremendous
pressure with requests pouring

in from all sides. “All 71 beds
that we have are occupied,” he
said. A senior doctor from a
Covid facility said he sat out-
side pulling the stretchers
through last night as several
staff members have tested pos-
itive.

Meanwhile, officials mon-
itoring contact tracing said
there were challenges galore. A
senior official said that a high
number of travellers are testing
positive, especially those com-
ing from South India.

He said most of them were
rushing back to their home
towns in the hope to return
after the second wave. He said
they could not carry out 100
per cent tracing even though
they work from 7 am to 11 pm.

“SGPGI’s lab is closed as
several staff members have
tested positive. Similar is the
case with Balrampur Hospital
lab. The samples are now being
diverted to RMLIMS and other
labs. The load is tremendous
and now we have to keep two

members of our teams in the
labs  to trace the addresses,” he
said.

Meanwhile, there were
continuous requests to the dis-
trict administration officials
for help to patients turning seri-
ous. A resident of Rajajipuram
said that one of her friends was
making extensive efforts to get
a bed for her father tested
positive during dialysis.

“His oxygen saturation
level had fallen below 45, but
they were unable to secure a

bed,” she said.
District Magistrate

Abhishek on Monday visited
the JTRI containment zone to
take stock of the arrangements
there. He inquired about the
sanitisation work and was
informed that all the houses
and buildings were being sani-
tised and coded, and the micro-
containment zones sealed. 

The DM said that police
deployment should be
increased so that night curfew
could be enforced. He said
that containment rules should
be strictly followed and food be
supplied to people affected.

The DM said that there is
no paucity of oxygen as 4,750
oxygen cylinders are being
supplied to hospitals on a daily
basis even as the demand has
increased by 20 per cent. He
said the ambulance strength
has been increased to 56.

Meanwhile, SGPGI
spokesperson said that in  view
of unprecedented increase in
Covid cases in the state, all
OPD services in the new OPD
block, PMSSY block and gen-
eral hospital have been closed
with immediate effect till 
April 30.

“Cases of pregnancy, ante-
natal diagnosis, neonatology,
cancer patients planned for
chemotherapy and radiothera-
py, cancer surgery, haemophil-
ia, thalassemia and dialysis
services will remain function-
al with Covid protocols. e-
OPD services will remain func-
tional on working days,” she
said.
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Uttar Pradesh Governor
Anandiben Patel said that

the state government was
working for proper manage-
ment and control of novel
coronavirus infection at a fast
pace as per the guidelines of
the Government of India.

“Our power is 25 crore
people of Uttar Pradesh. We
are working to help all the
coronavirus affected people.
This is our devotion too,” she
said. The governor was
expressing her views on the
coronavirus control and man-
agement in a virtual dialogue
programme with the represen-
tatives of local bodies of the
state on Monday. She said that
everyone had to contain the
spread of coronavirus and for
that contribution of members
of universities, colleges, ASHA
and Anganwadi workers, and
gram panchayats was expect-
ed. Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, while addressing
the virtual dialogue pro-
gramme from his official res-
idence, said that under the
guidance of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, Uttar Pradesh
was efficiently discharging its
role in the country's fight
against novel coronavirus. The
chief minister said that it was
a fight to save humanity there-
fore all people should play an
active role and make an effec-
tive contribution to it.

Yogi Adityanath said that
Chaitra Navratri and Ramzan
were starting so under all cir-
cumstances all the people

should follow the Covid guide-
lines and should not allow
gatherings. The chief minister
said that coronavirus was
spreading more in urban areas
therefore the local councilors,
monitoring committees as well
as civil defence, NCC, NCS
would have to play an active
role in its containment.

Yogi said that all people
should pay special attention to
the use of masks and person-
al hygiene as well as commu-
nity hygiene. “With this, we
will be able to effectively deal
with dengue, malaria and other
viral diseases in the coming
rainy season,” he said.

The chief minister said
that the state government was
moving ahead with the target
of immunisation of three to
four lakh people every day and
this number would further
increase. He spoke of further-
ing the vaccination pro-
gramme along with the regis-
tration process so that the
wastage of vaccine was min-
imised. “Everyone has to
ensure their contribution in
this mahayajna of vaccina-
tion,” he said.
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This is straight from the
Ripley's Believe it or not. In

the ongoing Covid tests, one
mobile phone number was
used for registration of 7,343
tests and all of them tested neg-
ative. This happened in
Bareilly from January to March
31. This fraud speaks volumes
about how some paramedics
are ramping up the test num-
bers to be on the good books
of the officials. The govern-
ment claims that over two
lakh Covid tests are carried out
daily. Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has said that half of
these tests should be RT-PCR.

The fraud came to light
when the mobile phone num-
ber 70197xxx31 was acciden-
tally keyed in on the Covid
portal during random check-
ing. The officers were shocked
to see 7,343 tests carried out on
this number. Majority of these
were antigen tests while a few
were RT-PCR tests too. The
reports of all these tests were
negative. An official said that

there was pressure on the
medical staff to carry out an
allotted number of Covid tests
every day.

"Some of the paramedics
found a better way to meet the
target by using one mobile
phone number for registration
and showed the result as neg-
ative," the official said and
added that the paramedics
who carried out the test was
intelligent enough to give a

negative report because a pos-
itive report meant that patient
had to be hospitalised and this
would have exposed him.

The paramedic involved in
this fraud has been identified.

This is not the first time
such an incident has been
reported. Earlier, a health
worker was caught on camera
collecting the swab of a doctor
multiple times to boost the test
numbers.
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Lucknow (PNS): A new surgi-
cal operation has been per-
formed in SGPGI over the last
several months for treating
patients who have poor blood
supply to the feet, either due to
diabetes or other medical con-
ditions. These patients develop
gangrene of the toes and legs
and need an operation which
can restore blood supply to that
area of the wound. In the last
six months, more than 10 such
operations have been conduct-
ed by Dr Rajiv Agarwal from
the Plastic Surgery department
and his team. 

Dr Agarwal said that the
operation is bypass grafting of
the diseased arteries in diabet-
ics in which a good calibre vein
is used to restore the blood flow
across the diseased arterial

segment by connecting the
vein below and above the level
of obstruction, using microvas-
cular surgery.

“The operation is complex
and sophisticated and requires
high level of competence,
equipment and infrastructural
support. This operation takes
5-8 hours and after completion
of the operation, the limb has
a completely new flow channel
of fresh blood which helps in
rapid healing of the wound and
prevention of further gangrene
to some extent,” he explained. 

He said that the  operation
costs Rs 1-2 lakh only in
SGPGI. “The most important
aspect which makes it different
from other operations is that it
provides extra blood to the
feet,” he added.
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Punjab National Bank celebrated its 127th Foundation Day

on Monday. General manager of Lucknow zone Sanjay Gupta
garlanded the statue of Lala Lajpat Rai in the office. Addressing
the staff members present on the occasion, he said that the great
freedom fighter had established Punjab National Bank in 1894
as the first indigenous bank, inspired by Swadeshi during the free-
dom movement. The bank also provided masks, sanitisers and
gloves to the District Hospital under corporate social responsi-
bility. The goods were provided by Gupta to Chief Medical Officer
Dr Sanjay Bhatnagar.
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Akshita Pandey, a class I student of City

Montessori School, Rajendra Nagar Campus
I, has won a gold medal in the Jumbled Word
Activity competition, organised under the aus-
pices of educational institution Brainobrain.
Students of many prestigious schools of
Lucknow participated in the competition in
which Akshita grabbed the gold medal with
an outstanding display of his knowledge of
English at such a young age by unjumbling the
given words to form words, sentences and paragraphs. Organisers
of the event praised Akshita for her innate talents and awarded
her a gold medal, certificate and other prizes.
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Lucknow (PNS): Two uniden-
tified persons pretending to be
STF sleuths duped a woman of
her ornaments in Gomtinagar
on Sunday. The victim, identi-
fied as Beena Bhalla of Vivek
Khand in Gomtinagar, left her
house for a medical store to
purchase medicines and was
stopped by the accused near a
park in the area around 10:30
am. “They asked me why I was
wearing gold ornaments when
loot incidents are witnessing a
spurt these days. They told me
that they were from the STF,”
the woman said. She said they
asked her to put off the orna-
ments and keep them in the
purse. “I became nervous as
their body language was like
that of cops. I put off my orna-
ments and was going to keep
them in my purse when one of
them gave me a sachet. I fol-
lowed their instructions and
they wrapped the ornaments
around the paper and gave it
back to me,” she said.

She said that both the mis-
creants left the scene and she
checked the ornaments. “I was
shocked to see that my gold
bangles and rings were not
inside the sachet,” she added.
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Five persons, including a
scribe, sustained serious

injuries when an oxygen cylin-
der kept in an ambulance
exploded when a broken part
of the vehicle was being weld-
ed at Koneshwar crossing in
Chowk.

ADCP (West) Rajesh
Srivastava said Inayat, a welder
having his workshop near
Kalicharan Degree College,
was wielding the ambulance
after its driver, Sushil, came for
some maintenance work
around noon.

When Inayat and his
grandson were welding the
broken part, the ambulance
caught fire. Inayat, his grand-
son and the ambulance driver
ran to a safe distance and
called the police. But by the
time the fire brigade reached
the scene, the oxygen cylinder
inside the ambulance explod-
ed. In the blast, Hindi newspa-
per journalist Akhil Saxena
and a shop owner, Manish,

sustained injuries.
“Akhil fractured his leg

while the sole of Manish’s foot
blew up in the incident,’ the
ADCP said. He said three
firemen, Rajesh Kumar, Durga
Prasad and Gyan Prakash,
were also sustained minor
injuries in the mishap while
trying to extinguish the fire.

The explosion was so
intense that it was heard up to
one kilometre, according to

commuters and local resi-
dents.  The police have
detained Inayat and registered
a case on the complaint of
Akhil’s brother. The police
are investigating the case. The
police carelessness of Inayat
caused the incident.

“Inayat and the ambu-
lance driver should have
removed the oxygen cylinder
before starting the welding
work,” the police said. 
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Exhorting his ministers to
use technology in holding

departmental meetings, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath asked
them to regularly take stock of
the progress in their respective
departments.

The chief minister had a
virtual dialogue with members
of the state cabinet at his offi-
cial residence on Monday.

Deputy Chief Minister
Dinesh Sharma, Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Suresh
Khanna, Health Minister Jai
Pratap Singh, Legislative
Council member Swatantra

Dev Singh and Chief Secretary
RK Tiwari were present on the
occasion. Other members of
the cabinet were took part in
the meeting via video-confer-
encing. While giving a presen-
tation, Additional Chief
Secretary (Health) Amit
Mohan Prasad apprised the
CM of Covid management and
action taken so far.

The CM said he expected
all the members of the cabinet
to take all possible steps to pro-
tect the public and themselves
from coronavirus infection. 

“All the ministers should
work actively in their respective
districts and assembly con-

stituencies. As far as possible,
departmental operations
should be carried out through
virtual medium. The ministers
should also review their depart-
mental functions and offices,”
he said

“Action should be taken
regarding Covid control by
communicating with the dis-
trict administration.
Monitoring of the functioning
of monitoring committees and
Integrated Command and
Control Centre should also be
ensured. It should also be
ensured that all the personnel
working for Covid control and
rescue measures in the field

have necessary equipment,” the
CM said. 

He said extensive cam-
paign for cleanliness, sanitisa-
tion and fogging should be car-
ried out and availability of
beds in hospitals be ensured. 

The CM said action should
be taken according to the cir-
cumstances in each district. 

He pointed out that testing
and treatment in all govern-
ment hospitals is free. The
work of contact training and
testing should be done as much
as possible, he added.
Cooperation of CSR and other
public representatives should
be obtained for Covid control,

he said.
The chief minister said

that a large-scale vaccination
campaign is being conducted in
the state and under the guid-
ance of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, ‘Tika Utsav’ is
being organised from April 11
to 14. On April 11, over 3 lakh
people were vaccinated at 6,000
centres. The number of vacci-
nation centers is being
increased to 8,000, he added.

He expressed confidence
that the government would
once again win the battle
against Covid with the help of
public, lawmakers and 
ministers.
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Unplanned urbanisation,
deforestation and man-ani-

mal conflict have led to diseases
like Covid-19. This is the find-
ing of Prof Naveen Kumar Arora,
dean of the School of Earth and
Environmental Sciences, and
head of the department of
Environmental Science (BBAU),
who conducted a research on
how a pandemic like the current
one has originated and how it is
spreading at such a fast pace
across the globe. 

Referring to Covid-19, he
said that the pandemic of an
unprecedented magnitude has
rocked mankind. “As per the
reports and research, the sight of
origin of the outbreak of this
pneumonia-like disease has been
identified as Wuhan, Hubei
province of China. The respira-
tory illness was found to be asso-
ciated with a novel coronavirus
which was later specifically
named acute respiratory syn-
drome coronavirus 2 (SARS-
CoV-2) by World Health
Organisation (WHO).

Arora pointed out that these
types of pandemics have hap-
pened before and will appear in
future also if we do not mend
our ways and conserve environ-
ment.

“Due to human-induced
activities, the environment is
being harmed, resulting in man-
ifold increase in natural and bio-
logical disasters. Every country
has been battered by Covid-19.
However, looking at the magni-

tude of the situation, so far no
concrete scientific opinion is
available to explain the original
route of the transfer of coron-
avirus to humans. There have
been such epidemics in the past,
however, this one has proved to
be the most dangerous for the
generations living at present,” he
said.

He added that data and
research clearly shows that
unplanned urbanisation is also
one of the major factors and rea-
sons of Covid 19.

“The population of big cities
is increasing although there are
inadequate facilities, unhygien-
ic conditions, unavailability of
proper food and drinking water.
Due to high population, air pol-
lution and unhealthy condi-
tions, Covid-19 is majorly
impacting mega cities across
the globe. Problems such as air
and water pollution are far more
prevalent in big cities and cause
more diseases. Covid-19 has
exposed medical and other facil-
ities even in the most developed
countries and urban centres
across the world. A re-look into
the unplanned urbanisation has
become very important now,” he
stated.

He said if we do not protect
natural habitats, such diseases
would continue to increase in
future. “A human pathogen like
coronavirus is not fully under-
stood till date and there can be
several other strains of this virus
(and many other viruses and
bacteria) in nature or their
reservoir hosts of wild animals
which can be a matter of glob-
al health security in future as
well.

����
�	�����	%�!�	��)����	
��	������	��������	
����

����� %1�09,

Aman and a woman were
found dead inside an

abandoned car in Baniya
Mohal locality in
Cantonment police station
area on Monday night. A
police team, led by senior
officers, reached the scene
and the car was found
parked near NCC mess in
the locality.

Commissioner of Police
DK Thakur also reached
the scene to oversee the
investigation. Thakur said
prima facie, it seemed that
the man shot his partner and
later killed himself inside the
car. He said forensic teams
had been summoned to the
spot and the police were
making further investiga-
tion. The man was identified
as Sanjay Nigam who had a
hotel in Cantt.

Initial reports said some
commuters spotted the car
which was abandoned on
the roadside. They later
called police and a team
reached the scene. The
police recovered blood-
stained bodies. The man
had firearm injuries in the
temple while the woman in
the stomach. A pistol was
found stuck in the man’s
hand. The police suspected
that the man shot the
woman probably after some
difference and later shot
himself. Both died due to
excessive blood loss. The
police found details of the
car on the basis of its regis-
tration number. The police
said they were also looking
for some eyewitness who
would have seen or heard
anything unusual. 
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Lucknow (PNS): In a research
carried out at the
Biotechnology department of
Amity University, the team
has come up with a pipeline
tool for studying the mutation
of a virus. It is called GeVan:
Genome Viral analysis (assem-
bly pipeline).

Dr Prachi Srivastava from
the department said that the
severe acute respiratory syn-
drome coronavirus 2 (SARS-
CoV-2) is a novel human-
infecting strain of beta coron-
avirus. “Rapid advances and
declining costs of high
throughput sequencing tech-
nologies have allowed the virus
to be sequenced globally in
many individuals affected.
While the next-generation
sequencing  technology offers
a robust means of identifying

possible pathogens from clin-
ical specimens, easy and user-
friendly bioinformatics
pipelines are required to
achieve a full viral genome
sequence and with utmost
accuracy. Towards this effort,
we have written a detailed
pipeline for analysing and
decoding coronavirus sequenc-
ing data utilising open source
utilities,” she said. 

“As in the current times
viral mutations are becoming
very problematic, it was an idea
generated in the mind of our
group to develop any soft-
ware-based pipelines through
which these viral genomic
analysis would become com-
paratively easier,” she said. 

This pipeline is developed
by the concept of SARS COV
viral genomic data analysis. 
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Citing the recent trespass
of US Navy ships into

Lakshadweep region, CPI
on Monday said that India
must withdraw from Quad
alliance. The Communist
party also blamed Modi
Government for weak stand
on US’  ar rogance .
“Communist Party of India
express es  i t s  

serious concern about the
American Seventh Fleet
warship’s blatant intrusion
into  India’s  E xc lus ive
Economic  Z one  (EEZ)
waters  of f  the  coast  of
L a kshadweep  v io lat ing
international law and the
s overe ig nty  of  our  
country. 

“Moreover, the arrogant
statement of the Seventh
Fle e t  exp os es  i t s  

intentions not to respect the
long-standing India’s mar-
itime claims. 

At the same time the
response of the Indian gov-
ernment is very weak. It
shows once again in the
name of  
strengthening its role in the
Indo-Pacific, it became a
junior partner to the US
and serving the American
interests in Indo-Pacific by

joining the Quad alliance,”
CPI National Secretariat in
a statement. 

Communist  Party  of
India strongly demands that
to  s afeguard  our  
sovereignty and self-respect
it should come out from the
Quad alliance, added the 
statement,  urging Modi
Government to maintain
India’s sovereignty and self
respect.
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Amid a massive surge in the
Covid-19 cases in the

country once again, Congress
president Sonia Gandhi on
Monday wrote to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi high-
lighting certain issues and sug-
gested some points to take
into consideration to curb the
spread of virus. The ruling
BJP, however, accused the grand
old party for “lobbying” for a
particular pharmaceutical com-
pany.  Sonia, in her letter which
comes after her virtual meeting
with the Chief Ministers of
Congress-ruled States, under-
lined three issues for PM’s con-
sideration and appropriate
action.

“I have had a detailed inter-
action with the Chief Ministers
of States ruled by the Congress

Party and Ministers from States
where the Congress is in alliance
Governments, to take stock of
the most disturbing Covid-19
situation,” Sonia said in her let-
ter.

Speaking on vaccinations,
she said, “Vaccines are our fore-
most hope. Sadly, most of the
states, are left with a stock of just
3 to 5 days. While it will be nec-
essary on one hand to substan-
tially ramp up our domestic
production capacity. It will also
be prudent to allow emergency
use authorities of all the vaccine
candidates that have the
required clearances without any
further delay.” 

BJP’s national general sec-
retary BL Santosh countered the
calls for approval to all vaccines
and said, “Sputnik V had been
approved for emergency use in
India after bridge study by Dr

Reddy’s. All who are advocating
approval to Pfizer without
bridge studies in India as part of
a lobby should understand that
Indian lives also matter and you
cannot bully the Narendra Modi
Government.” Sonia in her let-
ter to PM also sought expansion
of vaccination based on need
and exposure rather than age
and GST exemption for life-sav-
ing drugs and equipment. 

“The numbers allocated to
a state has to be based on the
prevalence and projection of
infection in that particular state.
All instruments, medicines and
infrastructure required to deal
with COVID 19 should be
made completely exempt from
GST. Even ventilators, oximeters
and oxygen cylinders presently
attract GST as do key life-sav-
ing drugs like Remdesivir and
Dexamethazone,” the Congress

chief mentioned said.
Sonia also batted for a min-

imum income guarantee
scheme saying as states imposed
curfews, economic activity
would be hit hard impacting the
poor and daily wagers the most. 

“I appeal to you to put into
place the much-needed scheme
of minimum monthly guaran-
teed income in place and trans-
fer an amount of Rs 6.000 in
every eligible citizen’s account,”
she said.

Earlier in the day former
party chief Rahul Gandhi led
the party’s “Speak up for vac-
cines” social media campaign
asking the PM to “stop events,
stop exports of vaccines and give
vaccines to everyone in need.”
He also said the PM had said
COVID would be controlled in
18 days. “It has been 385 days,”
he said.
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The Central Mechanical
Engineering Research

Institute (CMERI) exhibited sev-
eral technologies related to gin-
ger-turmeric processing and
municipal solid waste manage-
ment in a conclave in Meghalaya,

the Council for Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR) said
on Monday.

The technologies were
exhibited in the ‘Conclave and
Techno-Fair on Transforming
Meghalaya State through Science
and Technology Interventions’
organised by the North East

Centre for Technology
Application and Reach (NEC-
TAR), an autonomous body of
the Department of Science and
Technology (DST), on April 9-
10. “The technologies exhibited
by CSIR-CMERI at the conclave
are the ginger-turmeric pro-
cessing technologies, municipal
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solid waste management, solar
tree and artifacts, complete water
purification technologies effluent
treatment plant, hybrid mini-
grid among others,” the CSIR
said.

Gandhinagar: The Gujarat
High Court on Monday
pulled up the State
Government for having such
a system that put entire con-
trol of remdesivir injections
under one agency, asking why
was the crucial anti-Covid
medicine not made available
for everybody.

It also suggested that the
government set up account-
ability at every booth level to
keep a check on the outbreak.

In wake of the rising
number of coronavirus cases
in the state and the worsen-
ing situation in healthcare
facilities, the high court had
taken a suo moto cognizance
of the issue and filed a PIL,
titled 'Uncontrolled upsurge
and serious management
issues in Covid control', with
the Central and state govern-
ments made respondents.

The bench of Chief
Justice Vikram Nath and
Justice Bhargav D Karia, set
up to hear the matter, heard
Advocate General, Kamal
Trivedi, on behalf of the state
government and posed a salvo
of questions on various fronts
due to which the present
uncontrolled situation arose.

“Initially, when the pan-
demic struck last year, people
were advised to home quar-
antine and also get treated at
home. Now why have you
changed it and insist on hos-
pitalisation? Why are you
insisting that remdesivir
should only be available at
hospitals and not for home
patients quarantined who
require the injections? Why is
it not being available at all the
hospitals? Why is it not avail-
able for anyone who needs it?
Controlling these injections
by supply from one out-
sourced agency is not at all in
public interest,” it said.

Accusing hospitals of
exploiting the situation, the
court said: “We have come to
know that hospitals have

refused to admit patients
despite having beds avail-
able.”

The court also noted that
“right now it takes 5 to 7 days
for a common man to get
himself RT-PCR tested. By the
time he or she gets results, has
infected a lot many others”.

“Why is it taking so long?
We advise ramping up the
testing facilities and centres,”
it said.

As the court asked the
government what steps were
taken to ensure the reduction
of staff in various offices, the
Advocate General said that
only the paan shop owners
association had come for-
ward and voluntarily had
decided to shut down for the
weekends.

“Then they are acting
with more wisdom and
responsibility,” the court
observed.

The court also stressed
that fighting this pandemic
was impossible without the
cooperation of people, but
“the people had lost trust in
administration”.

“We are not happy with
many of the policies of the
government and there are
some things which need to be
corrected. At least people
should feel that government
is doing something. At pre-
sent there is a total deficit in
trust of people in the admin-
istration. That trust should be
restored,” it maintained.

The court also suggested
reducing the number of peo-
ple allowed in marriage func-
tions from 100 to 50.

Justice Karia also sug-
gested that just like during the
election process, booth level
micro level planning be done
and a booth level official
should be assigned account-
ability over a particular
booth's Covid situation.

The bench also asked the
Central government to assist
the state government. IANS
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In view of the continuously
increase in the cases of

COVID-19, the Banaras
Locomotive Works (BLW) has
accelerated the vaccination and
corona test as well and the vac-
cines were administered to
many on Monday too besides
conducting the antigen and RT-
PCR tests of many   According
to the Public Relation Officer
(PRO) Rajesh Kumar, the BLW
continued the vaccination drive
and also conducting the anti-
gen and RT-PCR test and in
this order, a team of doctors of
its hospital administered the
vaccines to its employees and
others at the Club. The teams
of doctors also conducted the
antigen and RT-PCR tests of
the employees and others at

hospital and workshop.
A total of 8,663 employees

including 5,483 railway and
3,180 non-railway employees
have so far been administered
the first dose of corona vaccine,
while the second dose of the
vaccine has been administered
to 1,938 including 921 railway
and 1,017 non-railway staff.
The antigen test of a total of
7,500 persons has so far been
conducted besides the RT-PCR
test of 3,100 persons in BLW.    

Dividing the entire Banaras
Locomotive Works (BLW)
campus into five parts, the
railway employees and their
family members suffering from
corona positive cases are being
provided necessary medicines
and daily essential materials. In
this regard, the PRO said that
corona positive employees

should first contact their super-
visors or staff council members
over the telephone if they need-
ed the necessary daily use
items and after which the con-
cerned teams would coordinate
with the employee’s home
ensuring the supply of essential
goods outside. This kind of
cooperation will be done only
once a day or as per require-
ment and it will also be ensured
that at least 5 to 6 days of goods
are asked for at a time.

The entire BLW is thus
divided into five regions. The
first area is east of the East
Colony Cinema Hall. Signal
Story Type l, ll, lll, lV, east of
Kakramatta Colony St. John’s
School, while  second area
includes all type lll from west
of BLW Stadium to north of
Surya Sarovar, Rangshala and

Jalalipatti Market, third zone is
Jalalipatti Colony (All the hous-
es on the east side of Inter
College), fourth Zone Jalalipatti
Colony (All the houses on the
west side of Inter College to
Kandwa Road) and fifth is
Kanchanpur Colony. Six mem-
bers are nominated in each
support team. Concerned
supervisor in-charge, member
of Staff Council, two Staff
Welfare inspectors, one mem-
ber of Civil Defence
Organisation, one member of
St John’s Ambulance Brigade,
one member of Bharat Scouts
and Guides .

Every activity is being
closely monitored by General
Manager (GM) Anjali Goel,
who also issued required direc-
tives to the officers regarding
this.
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All the preparations have
been made to ensure the

smooth darshan at the temple
of Shailputri in Alaipura and
Mukh Nirmalika Gauri in Raj
Ghat on the first day of auspi-
cious occasion of the Basantik
Navratri beginning from
Tuesday.

On the eve of the auspi-
cious occasion of Basantik
Navratri on Monday, the
devotees made purchasing of

materials being used to wor-
ship the Goddess Durga. The
rush of devotees was seen at
the shops of puja materials
despite the continuous
increase in the corona cases in
the district.

On the first day of auspi-
cious occasion, the darshan is
done at Shailputri temple in
Alaipura and Mukh Nirmalika
Gauri in Gai Ghat. There is
saying that during the
Basantik Navratri, the darshan
of Gauri form of Goddess

Durga is made. The manage-
ment of both temples has
made all the preparations so
as the devotees could have
darshan smoothly.

But at the same time, the
temple management has
decided to allow the entry of
only five devotees at one time
in the temple in view of the
corona spike and no devotee
will be allowed the entry with-
out using face mask. The tem-
ple management is  also
preparing to measure the tem-

perature of devotees from
thermal scanning before
allowing the entry in the tem-
ple as a precautionary mea-
sure to prevent the spread of
virus. The barricading was
made at Shailpurti Temple so
as the devotees could face no
inconvenience in reaching to
the temple. 

The management of both
temples has also decided to
sanitise the entire temple
premises before the devotees
are allowed to enter.
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After the withdrawal of
nomination papers, a total

of 10,749 candidates are now in
election fray in Varanasi for the
members of zila panchayat,
members of gram panchayat,
gram pradhan and members of
kshetra panchayat. At same
time, the unopposed election of
a total of 4,772 is certain as they
are only candidates for the
various seats. The election in
the district is scheduled to be
conducted on April 19 under
the second phase of three-tier
Panchayat polls. The counting
will be held on May 2.

A total of 1,623 candidates
withdrew nomination papers
including as many as 78 can-
didates from the members of
zila panchayat, 163 candi-
dates from the members of
gram panchayat, 1036 from
the gram pradhan and 346
candidates from the mem-
bers of kshetra panchayat. At
the same time, the unopposed
election of a total of 4,772 can-
didates is certain including
4,751 for the member of gram
panchayat and 21 for the
member of kshetra panchay-
at.

So, a total of 10,749 can-
didates are in election fray to
test their luck on various seats
including as many as 554 can-
didates for the member of zila
panchayat, 1,327 candidates
for the member of gram pan-
chayat, 4,338 for the gram
pradhan and 4,530 for the
member of kshetra panchay-
at.

It is mentioned that a
total of 17,416 nomination
papers were submitted for the
gram pradhan and members
of gram panchayat, kshetra
panchayat & zila panchayat in
the district. Out of total 17,416
nomination papers, as many
as 711 nomination papers
were filed for 40 members of
zila panchayat. There are a
total of 694 seats of gram
pradhan in eight blocks of the
district including 76, 89, 66,
104, 75, 80, 87 and 117 in
Chiraigaon, Cholapur, Kashi
Vidyapeeth, Pindra, Harahua,
Badagaon, Sevapuri and
Aarajiline respectively. A total
of 5,432 candidates filed the
nomination papers including
648, 732, 512, 837, 481, 654,
708 and 860 in Chiraigaon,
Cholapur, Kashi Vidyapeeth,
Pindra, Harahua, Badagaon,

Sevapuri and Aaraji l ine
respectively.

A total of 17,53,588 voters
will exercise their franchises in
the district including the max-
imum 2,90,650 voters in
Aarajiline Development Block
and the minimum 1,65,187
voters in Harahua Block.
Besides, 2,50,170, 2,19,550,
2,12,963, 2,08,750, 2,07,482
and 1,98,650 electorates will
use their votes in Pindra,
Cholapur,  Badagaon,
Sevapuri, Kashi Vidyapeeth
and Chiraigaon block respec-
tively. After the withdrawal of
nomination papers, the pic-
ture has become clear on each
and every seat and thus, the
candidates have geared up
their electioneering to get the
favour of voters following the
guidelines of COVID-19.

The election in the district
is scheduled on April 19 under
the second phase of three-tier
Panchayat polls. The voting
will take place from 7 am to 6
pm, while the counting will be
held on May 2 from 8 am
onwards.  The District
Electoral Officer Kaushal Raj
Sharma has declared a public
holiday on the polling day.

INDRAPUR GRAM

PANACHAYAT POLL CAN-
CELLED: After the murder of
a candidate of gram pradhan,
the Election Commission has
cancelled the election in
Indrapur gram panchayat in
Pindra Development Block.
The next date for the election
will be announced later.

The returning officer has
found the nomination papers
submitted by the candidate
Vijendra Kumar for the seat of
gram pradhan of Indrapur
gram panchayat in Pindra
Block as valid but he is no
more and thus, in such a sit-
uation the election on this seat
could not be conducted. The
Election Commission will
declare the next date for the
election in this gram panchay-
at. It is a clear directive from
the Election Commission that
in case there is death of any
candidate of gram pradhan,
the election will be cancelled
with immediate effect. At the
same time, the candidates
who have submitted nomina-
tion papers and their nomina-
tion have been found valid do
not need to file the nomina-
tion again when the next date
will be announced for the
election.
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Keeping in view the alarm-
ing situation of COVID-19

pandemic, the Central
Administrative Tribunal
(CAT), Allahabad bench,
including its circuit bench at
Nainital, will remain closed and
its building here will remain
sealed till April 18.

Passing the above directive,
head of the department (HoD)
of CAT, Allahabad Bench,
Justice Vijay Lakshmi said that
after this period, the situation
would be reviewed and further
decisions would be taken
accordingly, after consultation
with office-bearers of CAT Bar
Association.

While taking this unprece-
dented decision, the HoD fur-
ther said, ‘All of us are aware
that the cases of COVID-19 are
rising day by day and have
already reached an alarming
situation. Several lawyers have
passed away in the last few days
only due to Covid. More so,
some employees of CAT have
also been tested positive recent-
ly.’

Earlier, at one stage, the
CAT Bar Association,
Allahabad, after an emergency

meeting, under the presi-
dentship of its president Anil
Kumar Singh, had sent a
proposal on Friday to close
the CAT, at least for one
week.

To effectively take on
COVID-19 outbreak, vaccina-
tion was started at 61 PHCs of
the district in March. However,
on Wednesday, vaccinations
at these centres were stopped
till further notice and only 20
CHCs were administering the
vaccine.

On Saturday, the vaccina-
tion process commenced at
five centres of the city and all
these centres witnessed heavy
rush of denizens which had
turned up at the centres to get
themselves vaccinated.

Because of the heavy rush,
the stock of vaccines was over
by noon at almost all the cen-
tres, few of which continued
with the second dose of the
vaccine only. Because of this,
many people had to return
empty handed. At a few centres,
people were seen arguing with
the staff.

At one of the centres, 75-
year-old Rajkumari Devi of
Alopibagh looked disheart-
ened as she could not get vac-

cinated. She said she had some-
how climbed down three floors
of her house to get vaccinated.
‘Now, I am told there is no vac-
cine and I have to return. I will
not come to get vaccinated
again,’ she said.

Like her, Girdharlal, Sohan,
Raju and Kajal were also
annoyed for not being vaccinat-
ed. They were complaining
that the government should
have made proper arrange-
ments for the vaccine as the
government is fully aware of
the situation.

The nodal officer of the
vaccination said, ‘We have
done all the micro level prepa-
rations for starting the vaccina-
tion festival from Sunday and
it would be our efforts to see to
it that more and more eligible
people are vaccinated in these
four days.’

COVID-19 vaccination
festival’: The Health depart-
ment of Prayagraj district
would be celebrating ‘COVID-
19 vaccination festival’ for the
next four days at all the 97 vac-
cination centres of the district
from Sunday to Wednesday
(April 11 to April 14). This has
become possible after the dis-
trict received a fresh stock of

80,000 doses of the vaccine late
Saturday evening.

Nodal Officer of vaccines
in the district, Tirath Lal, said:
‘The fresh stock of the vaccine
landed at Varanasi airport by
Saturday noon from where it
was dispatched for different
neighbouring districts, includ-
ing Prayagraj. The vehicle car-
rying 80,000 doses would be
arriving here by late evening
and the ‘festival’ would com-
mence in the district from
Sunday at all 97 vaccination
centres.’

Earlier in the day, the
Health department conducted
vaccination at five centres in
the city including MLN
Medical College campus,
Colvin hospital, Beli hospital,
Duffrin hospital and Railway
hospital.

Earlier, stock of COVID-19
vaccine was running low in
Prayagraj district adversely
affecting the vaccination
process.

In a bid to control the use
of available stock, vaccination
was stopped at many rural pri-
mary health centres of the dis-
trict and was being done only
at community health centres
(CHC).
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To fight the coronavirus, it is
important that we keep

cleanliness around us. Try to
keep the environment clean as
well. If we can do this, then
only we will be able to keep our
and our children’s health in a
good condition. This was said
by Anamika Chaudhary, the
province convenor of the
Ganga Vichar Manch. 

Anamika Chaudhary was

addressing volunteers in
Prayagraj. She also carried out
a cleanliness drive at
Dashashwamedh Ghat and
Gangoli Shivala. During this, a
large amount of garbage and
polythene were removed.
Everyone was urged to refrain
from using polythene along the
banks of the river. If we do not
improve, our rivers will cease
to exist. If the rivers are over,
then our entire civilisation will
end, she added.

Ganga Vichar Manch’s
province convenor Anamika
Chaudhary also expressed con-
cern over the growing corona
infection. She said that the
only way to deal with this
calamity is to adopt all mea-
sures of its prevention . Be sure
to apply a mask, keep the
hands washed too, she added
saying that never go into the
crowd and keep physical dis-
tance. Wherever resides, clean-
liness is considered the basic

mantra, she added. During
this, masks were also distrib-
uted to the people. 

The province convenor of
Ganga Vichar Manch urged
everyone to keep water kiosks
nearby as well. So that people
do not have to wander for
water. Shyam Bahadur, Dev
Narayan, Suman Bala,
Somnath Mishra, Dada, Annu,
Washu Yadav, Arun Bhatnagar
etc. were present on this occa-
sion.
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Make the BJP government
in villages along with the

Centre and the state. For this,
every worker needs to be
organised. It should also be
noted that those who are
involved in anti-party activity
should be identified. This
instruction was given by BJP
state president Swatantradev
Singh. The state president of
the BJP held talks with the
office-bearers in Prayagraj. He
also held a meeting with office-
bearers of the Election Steering
Committee. Each ward, village
was reviewed according to the
voter list. An attempt was made
to understand how the caste
equation is there in the villages,
what is the current political
ground there. Local people
can be connected to the party
in some way. There was intense
churning on this. He further
said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has taken
many bold steps in the coun-
try. Several policies are being
implemented one after the
other in the public interest.
Income of farmers and labour-
ers is increasing from everyone.

In such a situation, people are
with the Modi government. All
the office-bearers of the organ-
isation should get organised.
Try to form BJP government in
every village  he added. If we
can do this, then the path of
BJP will be easy in the future
elections, he stated.

The state president said
that this is the preparation for
the assembly elections. When
we succeed in the panchayat,
we will be able to repeat the
performance even further.
Bring people connected to the
land with the party. Do not
confine anyone to the vote
bank. Rather, tell them their
rights and values ??so that
every person can contribute to
the development of the coun-
try, he added. 

COVID-19 GUIDELINES
TO BE FOLLOWED AT
MAA SHITALA TEMPLE:
There is a huge crowd in the

month of  Navratri at Maa
Shitala Dham, Ramnagar
located in Meja, in the district
. From the very first day of
Navratri, devotees from far-
flung areas along with local
devotees reach the temple
premises and offer prayers to
goddess  Shitala Mata.
Regarding Navratri, other
arrangements are being made
including cleanliness around
the temple premises. It may be
pointed out here that the Meja
Tehsil of Maa Shitala Temple is
very important in the sur-
rounding areas  This is the rea-
son that every Monday of
Sawan, including Navratri,
attracts a large crowd in the
temple premises. Temple priest
Umashankar said that all
preparations have been com-
pleted regarding Navratri. Also,
work is being done on cleaning
and other arrangements. This
time due to corona, the rules of

COVID-19 will also be fol-
lowed and will be carried for-
ward. In which regular sanitis-
er will be sprayed in the tem-
ple premises. He appealed to all
the devotees to come to the
temple premises by putting on
masks. In the absence of a
mask, devotees will be barred
from entering the temple. The
Shri Ramjanaki temple in
Nawabganj town is very
ancient. Devotees have already
started preparing for Navratri.
In preparation for the birth of
Lord Rama, people are decorat-
ing the temple with its cleanli-
ness of the temple. Everyday,
devotees duly offer prayers
and offer food as obeisance  in
the temple. Devotee performes
religious discourses every day
in the evening by offering puja
to Lord Chandramrit. The tem-
ple is duly decorated by the for-
mer people of Chaitra Navratra
by dyeing the temple every
year. After bathing the idol of
Lord Shri Ram, Janaki,
Lakshman, Adishakti Durga,
Shri Radhakrishna, Hanumanji
on the Navami date of Chaitra
Navratri, all the deities are
dressed. After the puja, the
offerings are distributed to the
devotees.

������
��� ����
!������� %% 
 ( �

Coronavirus continues to
wreak havoc. On Sunday

night, DPRO, RPF officers,
managers of many banks,
teachers, lawyers were hit by
the infection.

According to CMO Dr
Prabhakar Rai, 9,805 people
have been examined on
Sunday. Of them, 1,628 people
were found infected with
COVID-19. However, this
number is  54 less than repor-
terd on Saturday. This has
given some relief to health
officers. Apart from this, 224
infections have also been dis-
charged. While eight people
have also died.

Dr. Rishi Sahai, the Nodal
Officer for Corona, said that 25
of those who have become
infection-free have been dis-
charged from the hospital when
they came negative. Of this, 18
have been discharged from
SRN, while seven have been
discharged from private hospi-
tal. 

In addition, home isolation
of 199 people has been com-
pleted. He said that till now
home isolation of 22,463 peo-
ple has been completed.

Assistant Manager of Dena
Bank, Bai Ka Bagh, Assistant
Professor of UPRTOU,

Assistant Revenue Officer of
Dhanupur, teacher of
Kundhiyara Vidyalaya, three
Medical Officers of
Kaundhiyara CHC, SI of RPF,
staff nurse of CHC Saidabad,
LT, Meja Located NTPC's JE,
supervisor, High Court staff,
Khuldabad State Bank cashier,
DPRO, Police Lines SI, Parilla
Mahadev based SBI Manager,
Union Bank Manager, High
Court review officer, Lalgopal
Ganj based Bank of Baroda
Manager, AirPort Authority,
senior superintendent of the
AG office, senior accountant of
the AG office and senior audit
officer has been found to be
infected.

TRAINS COMING

FROM MAHARASHTRA
ARE PACKED TO ITS
CAPACITY : Trains coming
from Maharashtra are packed
to its capacity these days.
Passengers travelling in these
trains rued that due to the
increasing outbreak of corona,
they have become quite jobless
there. In such a situation there
was no benefit of living there.
They will return to their village
and do some work to eke out
their living. After this, when the
situation becomes normal, they
will think of going back to the
metros in relation to employ-
ment.

From March itself, the out-
break of corona started increas-
ing in Maharashtra. To control

this, the government there
imposed all restrictions. As a
result of this, the functioning
started getting affected. In
March 2021, as many passen-
gers went to Maharashtra to
earn their livelihood. But they
are coming back in double the
number. From Prayagraj
Junction, 16,000 passengers
traveled to different cities of
Maharashtra from March 1 to
March 30, while 24,000 passen-
gers had returned. Similarly,
8,500 passengers travelled from
Prayagraj Chheoki station to
Maharashtra, while 15,000 peo-
ple returned.

Lal Bahadur, a resident of
Samadhganj in Jaunpur, said
that the work was stalled for
four days. In such a situation,
returning home was considered
appropriate. Immediate
reservation was also not
available. He had walked to the
railway station with the fami-
ly and travelled by paying  a
penalty.

Chandresh Saroj, a resident
of Shikara in Jaunpur, said
that he was facing problems
due to lack of work. At present,
there was no possibility of get-
ting work till April 30. In such
a situation, he caught a train
and came back to his destina-
tion. A fine is being charged
from ��620 to 1000 from such
passengers, he added.
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The district has recorded
yet another big spike as the

total number of cases has
crossed 31k-mark on Monday
evening. As many as 1,347
more have tested positive,
increasing the total number to
31,088. The day also saw three
more deaths, increasing the toll
to 402. During the last 24
hours, 303 patients have been
recovered and all of them in
home isolation. The total num-
ber of patients cured in the dis-
trict is 22,920 including 19,911
in home isolation and 3,009 in
COVID-19 hospitals. The
number of active cases has
jumped up to 7,766 crossing
the 7K mark.

In the first report of the
day, 783 positive patients were
found out of 2,733 reports
received and this figure
increased to 1,347 as per report
provided by the Health depart-
ment in the evening increasing
the active cases to 7,766. Earlier,
in view of finding hundreds of
new positive cases, the number
of active hotspots has increased
to 384 with 15 green zones hav-
ing been converted to red
zones by a day ago. Out of total
2,845 hotspots, 2,451 are green
zones.

Meanwhile, the vaccination
drive continued at 40 centres
and through three mobile
teams in the district and the
persons aged above 45 years
reached the vaccination centres
to get vaccines in large num-

bers and long queues of such
people were seen particularly at
government hospitals. The
senior citizens were also seen
in queues waiting for their
numbers to get vaccination.
The vaccination and testing
were made at the same time in
the government hospitals and
health centres. Under the Tika
Mahotsav, the vaccination is
being made for 24 hours at
Cantt railway station, from 9
am to 4 pm at bus station in
Cantt and from 7 am to 10 pm
at airport in Babatpur, the DM
informed adding, the vaccina-
tion was made from 9 am to 3
pm at ESIC Hospital, SSH,
BHU and Swami Vivekanand
Hospital in Bhelupur. The
mobile teams also vaccinated
from 9 am to 3 pm.

The DM Kaushal Raj
Sharma informed that the nine

private hospitals including four
government hospitals have
been attached to COVID-19
and the 10 private hospitals are
in the process regarding this. A
total of 649 beds and 140 beds
in ICU have been reserved for
the admission and treatment of
corona patients in four govern-
ment hospitals and out of them,
as many as 283 and 366 beds
have been reserved for L-2
and L-3 level respectively. A
total of 459 beds and 115 beds
in ICU have been reserved for
the admission and treatment in
nine private hospitals including
375 and 84 beds of L-2 and l-
3 respectively. The DM said
that there are sufficient beds
and related resources and
hence, there is no need to be
panic to anyone.

As many as 104 police
teams have been constituted

apart from the appointment of
zonal and sector magistrates in
26 police stations of the district,
the DM informed adding, the
responsibility of implementing
the COVID-19 guidelines has
been given to 26 zonal magis-
trates, 104 sector magistrates
and 312 police personnel.

CURBS IMPOSED ON
ENTRY AT GHATS, PARKS
AND STADIUMS: In a fresh
guideline, the district adminis-
tration has imposed restriction
on the entry at ghats, parks and
stadiums from 4 pm to 6 am.
The restriction will not be
applicable on those going for
the cremation.

In view of sharp increase in
the corona cases in the district,
the District Magistrate Kaushal
Raj Mishra has issued fresh
guideline imposing restriction
on the entry of people at ghats,
parks and stadiums from 4 pm
to 6 am and it means, none
could go to ghats in the
evening. Though, the priests
who perform Ganga Aarti at
ghats, organisers, boatmen and
people residing at ghats have
been kept free from the restric-
tion. Besides, not more than
100 persons could gather in the
open field for the religious, cul-
tural, educational, sports and
entertainment programmes
under the restriction and sim-
ilarly, not more than 50 persons
could gather in the closed hall.
Earlier, this number was 200
and 100. The timing of restric-
tion will remain as earlier from
9 pm to 6 am.
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One person died in in a road accident which
took place in an area under Madihan police

station on Saturday night.  According to a report
received here, Bagan (21), son of Ramji Kanaujia
and Sanoj (28),  residents of Rajapur village,
Bharatganj under Manda police station in
Prayagraj were on the way on a motorcycle when
they fell down near Kakrad turn. Due to seri-
ous injuries while Bagan died on the spot, Sanoj
sustained serious injuries. On getting informa-
tion, the police reached the the spot, took the
body of the deceased into custody for completing
legal formalities and sent the injured to a hos-
pital, last reports received here said.

CHAUPAL HELD: Superintendent of Police
(SP) Ajay Kumar Singh held a chaupal at Dehat
Kotwali police station regarding the panchayat
polls on Sunday. Addressing the meeting of the
reputed persons of the police station area the
SP highlighted the main points of the model
code of conduct for panchayat elections and
said its violation was punishable. The SP direct-
ed the cops to ensure that no one tried to allure
the voters or threatened them. He said no can-
didate or political party was allowed to hold

the lunch or dinner parties which could influ-
ence the voters. To check such nefarious
designs regular patrolling in the area was must,
he said. In case of any violation common man
c o u l d
inform the
authorities
and action
wil l  be
taken posi-
tively with
the name of
t h e
i n f o r m e r
being kept a
secret, he added.  Regarding the election cam-
paigning the SP said no any vehicle was allowed
without the permission of the appropriate
authority. He made it clear that in such cases
not only action will be taken against the can-
didate but the owner of the vehicle too. The
meeting was attended by the former people’s rep-
resentatives along with prospective candidates
and reputed people of the area. The SP held a
meeting at Madihan police station too and asked
the cops to keep an eye on the Naxal-affected
area for ensuring free and fair elections.
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The railway administration
will give a traffic block for

the construction of limited
height subway located on
Shahbaz Kuli-Ghazipur City
rail section’s level crossing no
3 on April 13, on level crossing
No 26 on April 27, on Katka-
Madhosingh railway section’s
level crossing No 25 on April 19
besides on level crossing No 15
on April 22 on Kadipur-
Sarnath rail section of Varanasi
division of North Eastern
Railway  (NER). Consequently,
the diversion, short termina-
tion/short orientation and re-
scheduling of the following
trains will be done, CPRO PK
Singh said.
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The 01061 Lokmanya Tilak

Terminus-Jaynagar special
train running from Lokmanya
Tilak Terminus on April 12 and
26 will be diverted via via
Aunrihar-Indara-Phefna-
Chhapra route instead of run-
ning on its scheduled route i.e.
Varanasi-Aunrihar-Chapra.
The 04005 Sitamarhi-Anand
Vihar Terminus special train to
run from Sitamarhi on April 19
instead of running on its
scheduled route Varanasi-
Madhosingh-Prayagraj Jn will

be diverted via Varanasi-
Janghai-Prayagraj Junction.
The 02792 Danapur-
Secunderabad special train to
run from Danapur on April 19
instead of running on its sched-
uled route Varanasi-
Madhosingh-Prayagraj Jn will
be run via diverted route i.e.
Varanasi-Janghai-Prayagraj
Junction.  The 05160 Durg-
Chhapra special train to run
from Durg on April 21 will
instead of its running on its
scheduled route i.e. Janghai-
Varanasi-Aundihar will be
diverted via Janghai-Jaunpur-
Aunrihar route.
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The 05147 Bhatni-Varanasi
City special train to run from
Bhatni on April 22 will be short
terminated at Aunrihar Jn and
will remain cancelled between
Aunrihar and Varanasi City. 

The 05148 Varanasi City -
Bhatni special train to run
from Varanasi City on April 22,
will be run from Aunrihar Jn.
This train will remain cancelled
between Aunrihar and
Varanasi City.  The 05008
Lucknow Jn-Varanasi City spe-
cial train to run from Lucknow
Junction on April 21 will be
short terminated  at Mau

Junction and will remain can-
celed between Mau and
Varanasi City. The 05007
Varanasi City-Lucknow
Junction special train which
will run from Varanasi City on
April 22 will be run from Mau.
This train will remain cancelled
between Varanasi City and
Mau. The 05138 Prayagraj
Rambagh-Mau special train to
run from Prayagraj Rambagh
on April 22 will be short ter-
minated in Varanasi City. This
train will remain cancelled
between Varanasi City and
Mau. The 05137 Mau-Prayagraj
Rambagh special train to be run
from Mau on April 22 will be
run from Varanasi City. This
train will remain cancelled
between Mau-Varanasi City.
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The 05136 Aunrihar-
Chhapra special train on April
13 and 27 will be run from
Aunrihar by being rescheduled
by 60 minutes. The 02334
Prayagraj-Rambagh special
train on April 19 will be run
from Prayagraj Junction by
being rescheduled by 60 min-
utes. The 05112 Varanasi City-
Chhapra Special train will be
run by being rescheduled by
130 minutes from Varanasi
City on April 22.
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The railway administration
will for the convenience of

the people will run
05181/05182 Gorakhpur-
Bandra Terminus-Gorakhpur
and 05183/05184 Gorakhpur-
Surat-Gorakhpur special trains.
Besides, it will run
01105/01106 Lokmanya Tilak
Terminus - Gorakhpur -
Lokmanya Tilak Terminus
superfast special train. All
coaches in them will be of
reserved category and passen-
gers travelling in them will have
to follow the Covid-19 guide-
lines, CPRO PK Singh said.

GKP-BANDRA TERMI-
NUS SPL: The 05181
Gorakhpur-Bandra Terminus
special train will depart from
Gorakhpur on April 13 at 13.30
hrs, from Khalilabad at 14.16
hrs, from Basti at 14.43 hrs,
from Gonda at 16.35 hrs, from
Aishbagh at 20.00 hrs, from
Kanpur Central at 21.40 hrs, on
the second day from Tundla at
01.35 hrs, from Agra Fort at
02.40 hrs, from Bayana at 05.02
hrs, from Gangapur City at
06.05 hrs, from Sawai
Madhopur at 07.05 hrs, from
Kota at 08.40 hrs, from Nagda
at 12.47 hrs, from Ratlam at
13.40 hrs, from Godhra at
16.32 hrs, from Vadodara at
17.50 hrs, from Surat at 20.40
hrs and reach Bandra Terminus
on the third day at 01.30 hrs. 

BANDRA TERMINUS-
GKP SPL: In the return jour-
ney, the 05182 Bandra
Terminus-Gorakhpur special
train will depart from Bandra
Terminus on April 15 at 04.30

hrs, from Surat at 09.25 hrs,
from Vadodara at 11.15 hrs,
from Godhra at 12.35 hrs,
from Ratlam at 15.35 hrs, from
Nagda at 16.30 hrs, from Kota
at 20.15  hrs, from Sawai
Madhopur at 21.50 hrs, from
Gangapur City at 23.00 hrs,
from Bayana on second day at
00.20 hrs, from Agra Fort at
02.55 hrs, from Tundla at 03.15
hrs, from Kanpur Central at
07.25 hrs, from Aishbagh at
09.10 hrs, from Gonda at 11.50
hrs, from Basti at 13.15 hrs,
from Khalilabad at 13.47 hrs
and reach Gorakhpur at 14.30
hrs. A total of 21 coaches,
including two of generator-
cum-luggage van, four of gen-
eral second class, seven of
sleeper class, six of AC third
class and two of AC second
class will be attached in this
special train.

GKP-SURAT SPECIAL:
The 05183 Gorakhpur-Surat
special train will on April 14
depart from Gorakhpur at
13.30 hrs, from Khalilabad at
14.16 hrs, from Basti at 14.43
hrs, from Gonda at 16.35 hrs,
from Aishbagh at 20.00 hrs,
from Kanpur Central at 21.40
hrs,  from Tundla on second
day at 01.35 hrs, from Agra
Fort at 02.40 hrs, from Bayana
at 05.02 hrs, from Gangapur
City at 06.05 hrs, from Sawai
Madhopur at 07.05 hrs, from
Kota at 08.40 hrs, from Nagda
at 12.47 hrs, from Ratlam at
13.40 hrs, from Godhra at
16.32 hrs, from Vadodara at
17.50 hrs and reach Surat at
20.30 hrs. 

SURAT-GKP SPECIAL:
In the return journey the 05184

Surat-Gorakhpur special train
will on April 15 depart from
Surat at 23.30 hrs, from
Vadodara at 01.30 hrs, from
Godhra at 02.55 hrs, from
Ratlam at 06.00 hrs, from
Nagda at 06.52 hrs, from Kota
at 10.30 hrs, from  Sawai
Madhopur at 12.05 hrs, from
Gangapur City at 13.15 hrs,
from Bayana at 14.32 hrs, from
Agra Fort at 17.05 hrs, from
Tundla at 18.20 hrs, from
Kanpur Central at 22.20 hrs,
from Aishbagh at 00.25 hrs,
from Gonda at 02.55 hrs, from
Basti at 04.20 hrs, from
Khalilabad at 04.47 hrs and will
reach Gorakhpur at 05.35 hrs.
A total of 20 coaches, includ-
ing two coaches of SLRD, 12
general second class and six of
sleeper class will be attached in
this special train.

LTT-GKP SF SPL: The
01105 Lokmanya Tilak
Terminus - Gorakhpur super-
fast special will depart from
Lokmanya Tilak Terminus on
April 13, 20 and 27 at 00.45 hrs
and after stopping at Thane,
Kalyan, Nashik Road, Bhusaval,
Itarsi, Jabalpur, Prayagraj
Chheoki, Varanasi on the sec-
ond day, Mau,  Bhatni and
reach Gorakhpur at 06.25 pm.
In the return journey, 01106
Gorakhpur-LTT superfast spe-
cial will on April 14, 21 and 28
depart from Gorakhpur at 11.00
hrs and after stopping at Bhatni,
Mau, Varanasi Jn, Prayagraj
Chheoki, Jabalpur, Itarsi,
Bhusaval, Nashik Road, Kalyan,
Thane and reach Lokmanya
Tilak Terminus at 16.15 hrs. A
total of 21 coaches will be
attached in this special train.
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Eight couples reunited under ‘Project Milan’
on Sunday. The couples were living separately

due to different reasons and misunderstanding
grew to such an extent that the matter reached
to the police. Under the Project Milan pro-
gramme the matters were brought to the fam-
ily counseling centre run by the police with the
cooperation of people in which matters get set-
tled through counseling. After proper coun-
selling the eight couples were made to agree to
live together and they went to their own hous-
es happily in the presence of their family mem-
bers. The counselling was held in the presence
of incharge of the centre Akhilesh Pathak, head
constable Shashibala Yadav, women constables

Sarita, Kavita and Namrata along with  coun-
sellors.

CATTLE RESCUED: The Madihan police
rescued  35 head of cattle from the smugglers
on Sunday. The police team during routine
patrolling on Saturday night was informed about
the movement of some people along with the
cattles. The police cordoned the area and
launched a search. During it the police team
found the 35 cattle roaming near Daanti village
along Baluahva river bank. Taking advantage of
darkness the smugglers managed to flee.
Madihan SHO Raj Kumar Singh said after regis-
tering a case under relevant sections of law inves-
tigation in the matter was on and cattle were being
sent to cow shelter home. He said police was mak-
ing efforts to nab the smugglers.
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The new Vice-Chancellor of
CSJM University, Prof

Vinay Kumar Pathak, assumed
charge on Monday.

Talking to media persons,
Prof Pathak said all efforts
would be made to bring trans-
parency in conducting exami-
nations and the college affilia-
tion process. He said all the
problems relating to the uni-
versity would be resolved by
using the latest methods and
the problems of students would
be attended to and resolved
through Telegram and
WhatsApp within the pre-
scribed time limit.

He said the standard of
education being imparted in
colleges affiliated to the uni-
versity would be improved and
the grievances of teachers
would be resolved through
interaction.

The vice-chancellor said
that streamlining all the works
of the university would be his
priority.

When Prof Pathak’s atten-

tion was drawn to the delay in
announcement of results and
errors in mark sheets, he direct-
ed Registrar Dr Amil Kumar
Yadav to take up the issue
seriously and get it resolved. He
said disciplinary action be
initiated against those
responsible for this. He also
issued a directive to activate the

grievance cell and said he
would personally monitor the
cell.

To promote social partici-
pation, the vice chancellor
stressed on adopting some
Anganwadi units to work in
remote villages. He also laud-
ed the role of NSS and NCC
units of the university and col-

leges in making the Tika Utsav
a grand success.

Prof Pathak said the major
challenge before him was to get
the university accredited with
NAAC A+ grade.

Earlier, Prof Pathak was
extended a rousing welcome by
the teachers of various degree
colleges after he assumed the
charge of vice-chancellor. Dean
Academic Prof Sanjay
Swarnkar, Dr Vivek Sachan
and Registrar Dr Anil Kumar
Yadav were present at the press
conference.

Meanwhile, office-bearers
of the Aided Degree College
Self-Finance Teachers
Association led by its general
secretary (organisation) Dr
Vishal Saxena met the vice
chancellor and congratulated
him for heading the
CSJM University. They felici-
tated him with an idol of Lord
Ganesha.

Association’s President Dr
Arunesh Awasthi, General
Secretary Dr Hina Afshan, Dr
Arun Srivastava, Dr Amitabh
Tewari, Dr Sandhya Pandey
and Dr Mohan Mishra were
present. 
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Kanpur Divisional
Commissioner Dr Raj

Shekhar, on Monday, expressed
concern over the lukewarm
response in rural areas to the
vaccination drive under Tika
Utsav.

He advised the nodal offi-
cers to focus on rural areas also
and motivate the ruralites to go
in for vaccination. He said in an
effort to ensure that the vacci-
nation drive at various centres
was carried out in a proper and
systematic manner, all senior
district officials had been made
nodal officers and they would
be answerable to any problem
or any crisis of vaccine at the

centres.
The divisional commis-

sioner said it had come to the
notice of the district adminis-
tration that in sharp contrast to
the eagerness for vaccination in
urban areas, the response was
dull in the rural areas and so
the officials would have to
pool in more resources to give
further momentum to the drive
in rural and semi-urban areas
in the next three days. He cau-
tioned the officials that there
need to be substantial increase
in vaccination in the remaining
three days.

He said all the officials,
including the nodal officers,
should keep visiting the centres
frequently. He said the nodal

officers need to mobilise sup-
port of the people to create
awareness towards vaccina-
tion. He directed them to strict-
ly monitor the vaccination per-
centage so that it could be time-
ly attended to.

The divisional commis-
sioner visited two vaccination
centres. He first went to
Nawabganj primary health cen-
tre (PHC) where the perfor-
mance was the best as it had
achieved 101 per cent of the
given target. World Health
Organisation Nodal Officer Dr
Nagendra said the given target
was 266 but the centre vacci-
nated 269 persons in one day.

The divisional commis-
sioner then visited the Gwaltoli

Urban PHC where the
response was equally encour-
aging, It was given a target of
260 but managed to vaccinate
270 people the same day and
achieved 104 per cent target.

Dr Shekhar said the
turnout at both the centres was
very encouraging and said the
best part of it was that there was
zero wastage of the vaccine,
which showed the efficiency of
the health officials who were
actively working as per the
guidelines.

He said more efforts need
to be put in to ensure that fur-
ther momentum was given to
the rural areas. He said the
strategy for the next three days
should be better and effective.
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District Magistrate Alok
Tiwari on Monday said

that in view of the sharp rise in
COVID-19 cases, all the coach-
ing institutes would remain
closed till April 30. He said all
schools up to class XII had
already been shut by the UP
government.

He said gathering of stu-
dents on school premises was
also not allowed even on the
pretext of practical or internal
exam and the schools need to
adjust the dates of practicals.
He directed the officials con-
cerned to ensure that the orders
were strictly followed.

The district magistrate
expressed happiness over the
Covid vaccination carried out
at CSJM University, Kanpur
where on the first day, 170 peo-
ple were vaccinated against
the official target of 130. He
said the turnout of people at the
vaccination centre on Monday
was also encouraging and the
drive was continuing at a rapid
pace.

Tiwari praised head of
department of University
Institute of Health Sciences, Dr
Pravin Katiyar, for perfect plan-
ning and smooth working at
the vaccination centre.

On Monday, the promi-
nent officials who took active
part in the vaccination drive
included CSJMU Registrar Dr
AK Yadav, SL Pal, Gyanendra
Shukla and Saras Kapoor.
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KANPUR (PNS): The Uttar
Pradesh government is observ-
ing National Safe Motherhood
Week from April 11 to 17 with
special focus on rural areas so
as to raise awareness about ade-
quate access to care during
pregnancy, childbirth and post-
natal services.

It has been dedicated to the
fond memory of Kasturba
Gandhi.

Under the week-long cam-
paign, a special drive under
‘Anamya’ will be launched to
give further boost to improve
health and nutrition of preg-
nant women and infants. The
campaign will include para-
medics and ASHA workers
and staff of community and
primary health centres to raise
awareness about adequate
access to care during pregnan-
cy, childbirth and postnatal

services along with a focus on
reducing anemia, which has the
highest figure in Uttar Pradesh.

Deputy Director Maternal
Health Dr Prabha Rani while
addressing the meeting at Vikas
Bhawan said it was the right of
every woman to take good
quality nutrition, proper
healthcare services during and
after pregnancy and childbirth.
She said as per WHO, around
830 women died every day
from preventable causes relat-
ed to pregnancy and childbirth,
although global maternal mor-
tality had dropped by about 44
per cent.

She said between 50 per
cent and 98 per cent of mater-
nal deaths were caused by
direct obstetric causes – haem-
orrhage, infection, hypertensive
disorders, ruptured uterus,
hepatitis, and anemia. She said

skilled care before, during and
after childbirth could save the
lives of women and newborn
babies. She said the current 78
deaths out of every 1,000 births
was a major setback to the gov-
ernment efforts to reduce mor-
tality rates, especially in Uttar
Pradesh.

She said Janani Shishu
Suraksha Karyakram (JSSK)
was launched way back to
motive that those who still
chose to deliver at their homes
to opt for institutional deliver-
ies. She said under the initia-
tive, every woman who was
pregnant was eligible to deliv-
er a child in public health
institutions free of cost, and it
included cesarean births. She
said apart from this it entitled
them free medicines and con-
sumables, free diagnostics, free
blood if required, and free diet

for three days during normal
delivery and seven days for C-
section.

Dr Rani said the founda-
tion stone for a child’s growth
and development was also crit-
ical for a woman’s health and
well-being across life stages
but especially pregnancy. She
said the poor quality of health
infrastructure, antenatal care,
maternal health, and postnatal
care jeopardised the lives of
children. She said infant deaths
were more a symptom of deep-
er social problems such as
malnutrition, sanitation, and
immunisation, rather than just
medical aspects.

She said studies had shown
that states with high infant
mortality of 30-40 per 1,000
births had preventable causes of
deaths such as diarrhoea and
sepsis. 
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KANPUR (PNS): Noted den-
tal surgeon, Dr Manish
Vishnoi, while addressing a
webinar on indigenous I-Fix
dental implant organised by
IIT-Delhi and Maulana Azad
Dental University, said the
dental implants were too cost-
ly and thus the new technolo-
gy would be economical and
far more effective. He said the
i-Fix implant was conceptu-
alised, designed and devel-
oped to prove its safety and effi-
cacy, the Indian FDA approval
and ISO 13485 Quality
Certification was first obtained.

He said mini-implants
were the new fashion in
implant technology and used
primarily for dentures. He said
a series of mini-implants were
placed through the gums and
their posts were used to anchor
the appliance in place.  He said
in the new procedure, mini-
implants meant less pain and
healing time, and normally
cost less than traditional den-
tal implants.

He said there were two dif-
ferent types of dental implants
endosteal and subperiosteal.
He said the former referred to
an implant that was ‘in the
bone’ while subperiosteal
referred to an implant that
rested on top of the jawbone
under the gum tissue. He said
subperiosteal implants were
no longer in use today because
of their poor long-term results
in comparison to endosteal
dental implants. He said the
primary function of dental
implants was for teeth replace-
ment. He said there were areas
in which implants could assist
in other dental procedures.

Dr Vishnoi said due to
their stability, dental implants
could be used to support a
removable denture and provide
a more secure and comfortable
fit. He said in addition, for
orthodontics procedures, den-
tal mini-implants could act as
temporary anchorage devices
(TAD) to help move teeth to a
desired position. He said these
mini-implants were small and
temporarily fixed to bone while
assisting in anchorage for teeth
movement. He said they were
subsequently removed after
their function was served.

He said for patients who
had lost all their teeth due to
decay or gum disease of the
upper or lower arch, an option
was available to provide a very
stable and comfortable pros-
thesis using a minimal number
of implants. 

He said the new technolo-
gy implants were strategically
placed in areas of good strong
bone, and a thin denture
prosthesis was screwed into
place. 
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The CBI has called former
Maharashtra Home

Minister Anil Deshmukh for
questioning on Wednesday in
connection with a preliminary
inquiry into probe allegations
of corruption levelled against
him by former Mumbai Police
commissioner Param Bir Singh
and suspended police officer
Sachin Waze.

On Sunday, the agency
had grilled two Personal
Assistants—Sanjeev Palande
and Kundan— in connection
with the ongoing PE for over
eight hours. Two drivers of
Waze were grilled on Sunday.  

Waze, an Assistant Police
Inspector, is also an accused in
the NIA case relating to inves-
tigation of parking of an explo-
sive-laden SUV outside indus-
trialist Mukesh Ambani’s resi-
dence in Mumbai.

The CBI notice, calling
Deshmukh to join its probe
team in Mumbai, was issued on
Monday morning, a day after
grilling of his two aides Sanjeev

Palande and Kundan, sources
said.

The CBI is conducting a
preliminary inquiry into the
allegations against Deshmukh
levelled by Singh after he was
removed from the coveted post
of Mumbai Police
Commissioner.

Singh’s allegations are said
to have been corroborated by
Waze before the CBI probe
team. Waze is in the custody of
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) which is prob-
ing the SUV bomb scare case,
the sources said.

Last week, the Bombay
High Court had directed the
CBI to conduct a preliminary
inquiry into the allegations
levelled by Singh against
Deshmukh and submit a report
within 15 days. 

In a letter addressed to
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray, Singh had

alleged that Deshmukh had
asked Waze to allegedly extort
over �100 crore a month from
nearly 1,700 bars and restau-
rants in Mumbai.

The High Court’s order
came in response to a petition
from Singh seeking a CBI
probe in the matter.

The CBI team of officers
from the agency’s headquarters
here was sent to Mumbai to
conduct the preliminary
inquiry.

Till now, the agency has
questioned Waze, Singh,
Palande, Kundan, two drivers
of Waze as also other officers
of the Mumbai Police as of the
inquiry.

According to the High
Court directives, the CBI can
take further action like regis-
tering a Regular Case (FIR)
after the PE suggests prima
facie substance in the corrup-
tion allegations in the matter.
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The ongoing tension at the
Line of Actual

Control(LAC) in Ladakh and
the situation at the Line of
Control(LOC) in Jammu and
Kashmir will figure prominent-
ly during the three-day IAF
Commanders’ conference here
starting Thursday.

The top brass will review
operational readiness to meet
any threat from China in the
backdrop of the continuing fric-
tion points at the LAC in Eastern
Ladakh. Given the always pre-
sent threat of a two-front war
simultaneously with China and
Pakistan, the IAF commanders
are likely to draw their future
strategies in the three-day meet.
It will be first bi-annual conclave
of the IAF brass this year and
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
will inaugurate it.

Besides these operational
issues, the commanders will
also review the ongoing mod-
ernisation plans of the IAF.
With the induction of Rafale
fighter jets from France going as
per schedule, the commanders
are likely to focus to their atten-
tion on manufacturing 110
multi-role aircraft within the
country.

This strategic partnership
project is worth over ten billion

dollars and several top aerospace
giants are vying for the contract.
The IAF desperately needs more
modern aircraft as its squadron
strength is fast depleting. 

Against the sanctioned
strength of 42 squadrons(one
squadron has 18-20 jets), the
IAF now has only 30-odd
squadrons. Moreover, some the
fighter jets are in the final stages
of their operational life and will
have to replaced quickly to sus-
tain operational readiness.

Officials said the conference
of apex level leadership is aimed
at addressing the issues of IAF’s
operational capabilities in the
times to come.  A series of dis-
cussions would be conducted
over a period of three days to
address strategies and policies
related to capabilities that would
give IAF a significant edge over
its adversaries.  Various welfare
and Human Resource measures
to improve HR and adminis-
trative efficiency will also be dis-
cussed. 

The Commanders’
Conference is a bi-annual con-
ference held at Subroto Hall, Air
Headquarters, Vayu Bhawan.
The Conference provides a
forum to the senior leadership
of the IAF to discuss critical
issues pertaining to Operations,
Maintenance and
Administration. 
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The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on

Monday said several parts of the
country are likely to receive
rainfall in the next five days due
to different cyclonic circula-
tions.

According to the National
Weather Forecasting Centre of
the IMD, under the influence of
trough and cyclonic circulations
over the south peninsula, scat-
tered to fairly widespread rain-
fall with a thunderstorm, light-
ning and gusty winds of 30-40
kilometres per hour are very
likely over southwest peninsu-
lar India in the next five days.

The IMD said isolated
heavy rainfall is also likely over

south and ghat areas of Tamil
Nadu, Kerala and Mahe, coastal
and south interior Karnataka
during April 14-16. Another
cyclonic circulation lies over
southwest Madhya Pradesh and
neighbouring areas.

Under its influence, isolat-
ed rainfall with thunderstorm,
lightning and gusty winds (30-
40 kmph) is very likely over
Madhya Pradesh, Vidarbha,
Telangana, Chhattisgarh,
Gangetic West Bengal and
Odisha during next 4-5 days
and over Jharkhand during
next 24 hours.

The IMD said a fresh
active western disturbance is
very likely to affect the west-
ern Himalayan region during
April 14-17 and adjoining

plains during April 15-17. It is
very likely to cause scattered to
fairly widespread rainfall with
a thunderstorm, lightning and
gusty winds (30-40 kmph)
during April 14-17 over the
western Himalayan region,
and light, isolated to scattered
rainfall with a thunderstorm,
lightning and gusty winds (30-
40 kmph) over adjoining
plains during April 15-17.

Isolated hailstorms are
also likely over Jammu,
Kashmir, Ladakh, Gilgit-
Baltistan and Muzaffarabad
and Himachal Pradesh on
April  14-16.
Thunderstorm/dust storms at
isolated places are also likely
over west Rajasthan on April
14 and 15, it added.
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Though India produces as
much as two times the

amount of calories that it
consumes, unfortunately,
many in the country are still
malnourished,  mainly
because of a lack of nutri-
tional awareness across sec-
tions in the society.

Now, to  spread the mes-
sage of the need for a nutri-
tionally balanced diet and to
help make people understand
the importance of access to
all local fruits and vegetables,
Union Minister of Science
and Technology Dr Harsh
Vardhan will launch a mis-
sion called ‘Aahaar Kranti’.

“There is a need for a
nutritionally balanced diet
also in the context of the cur-
rent Covid-19 pandemic. A
healthy body would be able to
handle the infection much
better with greater immuni-
ty and higher resilience,” said
a statement from the Science
and Technology Ministry.

Vijnana Bharati (Vibha)
and Global Indian Scientists’
and Technocrats’ Forum
(GIST) have come together to
conceptualize the mission
with the motto of Uttam
Aahaar Uttam Vichaar
(`Good Diet-Good
Cognition’).

The United Nations has
also declared 2021 as the
International Year of Fruits
and Vegetables, which vibes
very well with Aahaar Kranti.
Fruits and vegetables make a

large part of a balanced diet.
Further, UN sustainable goal
# 3 that emphasises on
human well-being reads,
“Ensure healthy lives and
promote well-being for all at
all ages.” This goal too makes
Aahaar Kranti more mean-
ingful. Diet and well-being
are inseparable partners,” said
the statement.

India has the unique
advantage of having the
knowledge of Ayurveda. It is
time to also apply this rich
knowledge of Ayurveda-
based nutrition to practice.
The movement will work on
this too.

The movement proposes

to address the current situa-
tion of hunger in abundance
by working to rouse the peo-
ple to the values of India’s
traditional diet, to the heal-
ing powers of local fruits
and vegetables, and to the
miracles of a balanced diet. It
will renew the focus on nutri-
tionally balanced diets replete
in locally sourced fruits and
vegetables.

The programme wil l
focus on training teachers,
who, in turn, will pass on the
message to the multitudes of
students, and through them
to their families and finally
the society at large, said the
statement.
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Delhi’s waste storage facil-
ities, Dhalaos, need to be

compliant with Solid Waste
Management Rules,  the
National Green Tribunal has
said while  directing a com-
mittee to hold a meeting on
the issue within a month.

A bench headed by NGT
Chairperson Justice A K Goel
formed the committee com-
prising Secretary, Urban
Development, Delhi; Central
Pollution Control Board;
Delhi Pollution Control
Committee and local bodies
in the national capital.

The bench said: “The
meeting may be presided
over by the Secretary, Urban
Development, Delhi. The
nodal agency will be CPCB
and DPCC for coordination
and compliance. Further
action may be taken in
accordance with the 
decision taken in the said
meeting. If necessary, CPCB
may issue an appropriate
Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP) on the sub-
ject  applicable  in al l
States/UTs.”
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(A Govt. of UP Undertaking)

(Purvanchal Vidyut Vitaran Nigam Limited, DLW Bhikharipur, Varanasi)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Pursuant to Section 64 of the Electricity Act 2003, the State Government owned Distribution

Company Purvanchal Vidyut Vitran Nigam Ltd. submitted True-Up for FY 2019-20, APR for FY
2020-21 and ARR petition for FY 2021-22 on 22.02.2021.

The Hon’ble Commission admitted the above petition by its order dated 08.04.2021. In com-
pliance to the said order, the stakeholders, electricity consumers and general public at large are
hereby informed about the salient features of the Petition as under:-     

Sr. Particulars FY 2019-20 FY 2020-21 FY 2021-22
No. True-up APR ARR

1 Energy Delivered to Discom (MU) 24,188.23 26,584.16 28,705.56 

2 Sale of Power (MU) 21,237.26 21,480.00 23,538.56 
Approved Distribution Loss (%) 12.20% 11.83% 11.36%

3 Actual/ Projected Distribution Loss (%) 20.32% 19.20% 18.00%
4 Intra-State Transmission Loss (%) 3.43% 3.40% 3.33%

Expenditure (Rs Crore)

5 Power Purchase Expenses including PGCIL 13,444.13 12,968.38 15,279.81 
charges

6 Transmission Charges (UPPTCL) 804.03 632.70 683.19

7 Total O&M Expenses (net of capitalisation) 2,090.15 2156.39 2529.03 

8 Interest & Finance Charges (net of 737.76 650.23 668.08 
capitalisation)

9 Depreciation 243.17 383.35 460.63 

10 Bad and Doubtful Debts 164.61 313.41 356.87

11 Gross Expenditure 17,483.83 17,404.47 19,977.60

12 Return on Equity 476.32 588.65 673.82 

13 Less: Non-Tariff Income including DPS 284.31 12.57 12.57 

14 Less: revenue from open access consumers 0.57 0.57 0.57

15 Annual Revenue Requirement 17,675.27 17,679-97 20,638.28

16 Revenue from Tariff 11,641.41 12,345.94 14,518.59

17 GoUP Subsidy 3,289.09 2,354.07. 3,778.92

18 Revenue (Gap)/Surplus (2,744.77) (2,979.95) (2,340.77)

19 Power Purchase Cost at Ex-Bus (Rs./Unit) 4.25 4.37 4.60

20 Average Power Purchase Rate (BST) (Rs/ 4.89 4.99 5.41
Unit)

21 DBST Rate (Rs/Unit) 4.88 5.32

22 ABR (Excluding Subsidy) Rs /Unit 5.48 5.75 6.17

23 Average Cost of Supply (Rs /Unit) 8.32 8.23 8.77

24 Wheeling Charges (Rs/Unit) 1.32

Licensee has requested Hon'ble Commission to approve appropriate adjustment against ear-
lier disallowances while approving the True-up for FY 2019-20 and ARR for FY 2021-22 on the
basis of GoUP letter No. 445/24-1-21/731(��)/2020 dated 05.03.2021.Hon'ble Commission has
been requested to determine the tariff as per rationalized consumer categories/sub categories/slabs
proposal without government subsidy and mention separately the subsidy rates as may be com-
municated by Govt of U.P. for various categories/sub-categories/slabs. As proposal for rate sched-
ule without government subsidy requires the cross subsidy amongst various consumer categories
and the roadmapfor cross subsidy reduction has not yet been approved, hence the Commission
may determine the tariff without Govt. subsidy, as per approved roadmap of cross subsidy.

The True-up, APR and ARR Petitions along with-the responses to the deficiency notes and
MOM dated 01.04.2021 issued by Hon’ble Commission are available at the website of licensee
at www-puvvnl.up.nic.in. Further, the stakeholders, general public and all concerned are also advised
to regularly check the website of licensee for updates on subsequent submissions made in respect
of such proceedings.

All concerned Consumers, Individuals, Organizations, Licensees, Stake holders and
Departments of Government may send their objections, if any, along with notarized affidavit in
six copies. Four Copies may be sent to Secretary, U.P. Electricity Regulatory Commission, Vidyut
Niyamak Bhawan, Vibhuti Khand, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow and two copies to Managing Director
Purvanchal Vidyut Vitran Nigam Ltd. (DLW Bhikharipur, Varanasi- 221004), within 15 days from
the date of publication of this notice.

Managing Director
Purvanchal Vidyut Vitran Nigam Ltd.
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Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu on Monday called for

ending every form of gender dis-
crimination in the society and to
ensure equal rights to women in
every field of activity.

Releasing a Commemorative
Postage Stamp in memory of the
former chief of the Brahma

Kumaris, Rajyogini Dadi Janki,
Naidu praised the Brahma
Kumaris for being a women led
organisation. He said that this
worldwide movement has been
an exemplary champion of
empowerment and indepen-
dence of women, demonstrating
the fact that spiritual attain-
ments transcend gender-based
distinction. Referring to Gargi

and Maitreyi - two renowned
women scholars of Vedic times,
Naidu said that India has a rich
history of women leaders in
every field. Mentioning that the
divine feminine was worshipped
in the form of ‘Shakti’ in ancient
India, he called for reversing the
decline in the values as reflected
in widespread discrimination
against women in society.
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The National Green Tribunal
has dismissed a plea seek-

ing review of its order directing
removal of illegal construc-
tions in south Delhi’s Jaunapur
and Dera Mandi forest areas.

A bench headed by NGT
Chairperson Justice A K Goel
said direction for removing the
encroachment could not be
recalled while the issue as to
whether the encroachment is
there or not is yet to be deter-
mined by the statutory author-
ities.

“Since the tribunal has not
undertaken the exercise of
determining individual issues
and only directed compliance of
mandate of law by statutory
authorities, if the applicants
are aggrieved, they are free to
take their appropriate statuto-
ry remedies against orders by
which they are aggrieved,” the
bench said.

The NGT had earlier
directed the Delhi government
to remove illegal constructions
in south Delhi’s Jaunapur and
Dera Mandi forest areas, saying
forest laws cannot be defeated
by allowing encroachments.

The tribunal had noted the
submission that the proposed
demolition on August 18, 2020,
could not be held due to the
non-availability of the police
force despite informing them
well in advance to depute suf-
ficient police on the date of
demolition. “While it is true
that removing such encroach-
ment is a challenge but if the
Rule of Law is not to be
enforced, we will have a lawless
society. Forest laws cannot be
defeated by allowing
encroachments and thereafter
pleading helpless in enforcing
the law,” the bench had said.
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The Supreme Court Monday
refused to entertain a plea

seeking uniform retirement
age for judges of the apex
court and the high courts.

At present, the retirement
age for the  Supreme Court
judges is 65 years whereas for
the high court judges, it is 62
years. 

A bench comprising Chief
Justice S A Bobde and Justices
A S Bopanna and V  amasub-
ramanian  observed that the 
petitioner can make a repre-
sentation to the government on
the issue.

Petitioner Ashwini
Upadhyay, an advocate and
BJP leader, argued that differ-
ent age of  retirements for
judges of the high courts and
the top court is irrational.



Opposition by bringing
archrival Prachanda on board.
Prachanda was facing serious
corruption cases and the
charges of en masse killing
during the decade-long
Maoist movement. Prachanda
has gone on record to claim
alleged 5,000 killings during
the movement. Since Oli was
the strongest ally, Prachanda
could avoid trials at the UN
and the International Court of
Justice. Therefore, the merg-
er was a self-serving decision
by the duo against the wide-
spread belief that they had
shown political maturity in the
interest of their people. Hence,
the fallout was inevitable.

Blaming and seeking:
With the eventual fall, Oli is
seeking to mend ties with New
Delhi. To reach out to India,
he has appeared on a number
of Indian news channels to cry
foul against former Prime
Minister Prachanda, blaming
him for dividing the party. The
same Oli created his political
stronghold through his anti-
India manoeuvring and bash-
ing of the Indian media for
being unfair towards the “vic-
tim” country.

Oli’s public relations office
and foreign policy advisory
group had come fully geared
to criticise India on the border

dispute. These offices are now
attempting all the tricks to
reach out to New Delhi. Also,
despite a projected bonhomie
with China, Oli is pushing for
the supplies of the COVID-19
vaccines from India.

However, testing the trust
will be the core of India’s new
relations with Nepal. On the
other hand, Oli’s biased
approach towards China had
come at the cost of substan-
tial economic losses. Also, he
signed the Treaty on Mutual
Legal Assistance with Beijing,
endangering the lives and
rights of 20,000 Tibetan
refugees in Nepal. The Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) is
an obsession with the current
regime despite Sri Lanka’s
exposé of the Chinese wrong-
doings.

While Oli may call it a
balancing act between India
and China, his actions speak
otherwise. The alleged soft
funding from China to Oli’s
political adventures in Nepal
through the Madan Bhandari
Foundation needs no expla-
nation to assert his bon-
homie with the dragon.

Uncertain future: While
the politicos do not wish for
Nepal to plunge back into
insurgency, Oli’s authoritarian
attitude has cost Nepal dearly.

Politically, democracy is a casu-
alty considering Oli’s dream of
a one-party rule in Nepal,
with no political opponents
outside and within the UML.

On the foreign policy
front, Nepal, with its vast
hydropower potential, can
use India’s expertise in gener-
ating power. A mutually ben-
eficial plan could have paved
the way for Nepal’s econom-
ic growth. However, far from
new agreements, Nepal seems
to have no plan to revitalise
treaties like the Mahakali,
signed in 1996 with India,
which can generate coopera-
tion between them.
Meanwhile, false promises
under the BRI and dreams of
a trans-Himalayan railway
with China have garnered Oli
enough political capital.

Oli’s aspirations, accom-
panied by hollow economic
and development strategies,
will lead Nepal towards an
uncertain future which is
being watched carefully by the
people of Nepal and interna-
tional actors, including India.

(The author is an ICSSR
Doctoral Fellow at the JNU
and Visiting Fellow at the
Asian Institute of Diplomacy
and International Affairs,
Kathmandu. The views
expressed are personal.)
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After long political and
judicial scuffling in
Nepal, its top court in
two important verdicts

nullified the dissolution of the
democratically elected
Parliament by the President and
termed illegal the 2018 merger of
the Communist Party of Nepal
(Unified Marxist Leninist) and
the Communist Party of Nepal
(Maoist Centre) into the Nepal
Communist Party (NCP), saying
that another party existed with
the same name. It means that the
UML and the Maoist parties are
back to their old selves. 

While the reinstatement of
the House comes as a big blow
to Prime Minister KP Oli, who
has emerged as an ultra-nation-
alist leader, an unexpected ver-
dict on the future of a divided
NCP has eventually put a full
stop to the power struggle
between the party chairs of the
erstwhile NCP, Oli and
Prachanda.

The verdict is being seen as
an extrajudicial effort to save the
country from plunging into polit-
ical instability. Considering Oli’s
influence over the President’s
office, the Council of Ministers,
Security Council, extraconstitu-
tional bodies and the Press, it was
believed that the court would
favour Oli and acknowledge his
faction as the legitimate NCP.
That would have left Prachanda
with no option but to form a new
faction. Oli’s legal team had also
believed in a favourable verdict
but the actual result has deepened
the political crisis. Now, if the
Maoists withdraw support, the
Government will fall. The
Madhesh-based Janata
Samajbadi Party might prove to
be the kingmaker as it can sup-
port the Nepali Congress and the
Maoists to form a Government
or ally with Oli to give further
lease to his premiership.

An expected outcome: The
2018 merger of the two main-
stream rivals had generated opti-
mism among the Nepalese peo-
ple that the new leadership was
showing political maturity.
However, it was only a matter of
political survival for Oli and
Prachanda as the former had
planned to weaken the
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Sir — When Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov visited both New Delhi and
Islamabad during his whirlwind tour, the
visible and  palpable warmth between the
two nations at Islamabad was conspicu-
ous by its absence in Delhi.  Not mere
photo ops, Russia’s assurance to Pakistan
on supply of highly sophisticated military
equipment and the promise to conduct
joint military exercise there does not bode
well for India’s interests. Well, it is not as
if all of a sudden Moscow has found a new
strategic and military partner in
Islamabad. For years, after a considerable
period of strong dislike, Russia has built
bridges with Pakistan in its own way.  But
in international relations, what is unsaid
often matters more than what is said.
Foreign policy is a matter of costs and
benefits; no two nations are permanent
foes. New Delhi, of course, is not on a slip-
pery slope as far as its military and trade
ties with Moscow are concerned.  

But international diplomacy is a
clever struggle where minds speak more
than words. New Delhi’s proximity with
Washington has not gone unnoticed in
Russian diplomatic circles, especially
when India has  always called Russia an
“old friend”. Friends have the right to quar-
rel but if that translates into a fight, then
the repercussions are bound to vitiate the
atmosphere in the region. As a matter of
protocol, a visiting Foreign Minister may
or may not call on the Prime Minister of
the host country. But PM Narendra Modi
is known to rise above formalities.
Therefore, tongues wagged when Lavrov
left for Islamabad without meeting the
PM. 

Ganapathi Bhat  | Akola

��������������������������������
Sir — Visuals of an injured Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on a wheelchair lead-
ing the fight bring up the memory of Rani
Lakshmi Bai, the warrior queen of the
princely State of Jhansi, on horseback with
a raised sword challenging the mighty
British Raj undaunted. Bouquet or brick-

bats to Mamata Banerjee depends on
which part of the political spectrum one
is positioned.  Bigotry threatens to disturb
communal harmony in the State and
change its cherished culture. Like waters
from a breached glacial lake, money
flows into the State unchecked. The
Enforcement Directorate follows every
Trinamool leader closely to jump upon
him tooth and claw. And the platoons have
their fingers on the trigger always to  ‘ruth-
lessly’ enforce “law and order” in West
Bengal.

Haridasan Rajan  | Kozhikode 

���	�����	�������������������	�
Sir — It is unfortunate to note that the
scourge of COVID-19  is still continuing
worldwide. Right now, there has been
unnecessary panic among the people
despite all the serious efforts to fight the
virus. As a result, my family members

,including my mother, had to cancel their
train tickets to Chennai from Tuticorin—
most of them have been wearing masks.
What exactly is the reason for the current
tense situation?  Countries have been fight-
ing with the pandemic for more than a year
now. In fact, all the healthcare and emer-
gency measures like vaccines, face masks,
washing of hands and social distancing
have been in place to date. In spite of such
strict guidelines, people have started
ignoring mandatory things like wearing a
mask for unknown reasons, maybe due to
their lethargic attitude to the crisis. 

People must understand that preven-
tion is always better than cure.  The WHO
should take immediate steps to explain the
latest status on COVID and vaccines.

P Senthil | Mumbai 
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In her Budget speech, Finance Minister (FM)
Nirmala Sitharaman had proposed setting up of
a new Development Financial Institution (DFI)

termed the National Bank for Financing
Infrastructure and Development (NaBFID). The
Government passed a Bill to establish the NaBFID,
its objective being “to coordinate with the Centre
and States, regulators, financial institutions (FIs),
institutional investors and other relevant stakehold-
ers, in India or outside India, to facilitate building
and improving the relevant institutions to support
the development of long-term non-recourse infra-
structure financing in India, including the domes-
tic bonds and derivatives markets.”

The NaBFID will also be involved “in lending
or investing, directly or indirectly, and seek to attract
investments from private sector investors and insti-
tutional investors, in infrastructure projects locat-
ed in or outside India.” It will also help provide
financing options for projects under the much-
trumpeted National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP).
Under the NIP, the Union Government has iden-
tified over 7,000 projects in all crucial sectors such
as roads, highways, railways, ports, power transmis-
sion lines, gas pipelines and so on, requiring an
investment of over �100 lakh crore over the next
five years.

The Government will infuse �20,000 crore in
NaBFID as budgetary support which will be lever-
aged to generate a financing capability of over
�3,00,000 crore. This is peanuts when compared to
the mammoth requirement of around �90 lakh crore
(excluding about �10 lakh crore: �4,39,000 crore
spent during 2020-21, plus a planned spending of
�5,54,000 crore for 2021-22). But the moot ques-
tion is whether the new DFI is a sustainable propo-
sition?

This is not the first time that the idea of a DFI
has been floated. The first such institution, name-
ly the Industrial Finance Corporation of India
(IFCI), was set up in 1948, followed by the
Industrial Development Bank of India (IDBI) in
1964. In the private sector, the Industrial Credit and
Investment Corporation of India (ICICI) was set up
in 1955. This was in sync with the global trend in
Europe, Japan, the US and other Asian countries
where the DFIs were set up primarily to rebuild
infrastructure devastated by World War II. After the
task was completed, those institutions were wound
up. In India, how far these institutions (IDBI/IFCI)
helped in building infrastructure is debatable.
However, one thing is abundantly clear; they
became a drain on the national exchequer through
a variety of supports such as Government guaran-
tees, capital commitments including from the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) along with direct and
indirect financing by the latter to meet their needs. 

In the 90s, the Narasimham/Khan committees
recommended — as part of the financial reforms
package — their gradual phase-out. They were either
required to transform into banks or close if they
couldn’t. 

The panels also recommended the development
of domestic bonds and derivatives markets to gal-
vanise investors to deploy their savings for long-term
financing infrastructure projects. As a follow up, the
then Vajpayee Government converted the IDBI into
a commercial bank in 2003. The promoters of ICICI
did this much earlier in 1994 by converting the insti-
tution into the ICICI Bank. However, the other most

crucial recommendation remained
unattended. In the absence of sustain-
able arrangements for channelising
household savings for long-term
investment (a bank’s source of capi-
tal is primarily short-term deposits
resulting in what is termed as asset-
liability mismatch), currently much
of infrastructure financing is done by
the Government of India (GOI) by
way of budgetary support.    

The GOI, in turn, raises
resources — albeit for providing bud-
getary support — by imposing cess-
es, fees and other levies such as the
Central Road and Infrastructure
Fund (CRIF), the Permanent Bridge
Fees Fund (PBFF) and monetisation
of the National Highways Fund
(NHF). For instance, during 2020-21,
out of the �42,500 crore allocated to
the National Highways Authority of
India (NHAI) for executing roads
and highways projects, the contribu-
tion of the above-mentioned funds
was 49 per cent, 27 per cent and 24
per cent respectively.      

In this backdrop, and with the
present arrangement meeting only a
small portion of the mammoth
funding needs (�100 lakh crore
under the NIP), setting up of dedi-
cated institutions such as the NaBFID
prima facie appears to be an attrac-
tive proposition. In fact, the Modi
Government wants to use the
NaBFID as an anchor DFI.

To begin with, the NaBFID will
be 100 per cent owned by the GOI,
with equity capital coming by way of
budgetary support. Over a period of
time, the latter will reduce its share-
holding to 26 per cent, implying that
the majority ownership and control

(albeit 74 per cent) will eventually be
in private hands. It would be a pro-
fessionally-run body, with the
Government only appointing the
Chairperson. 

The proposed structure of the
new DFI points towards the
Government going for a hands-off
approach as the Act does not provide
for an oversight mechanism; it will
be free from the “three Cs” i.e. the
Central Bureau of Investigation, the
Central Vigilance Commission and
the Comptroller and Auditor General
of India. In fact, it goes a step forward
by seeking to protect the manage-
ment for the decisions taken as an
“act of good faith.” Up to this point,
things are hunky-dory.    

However, problems begin to
creep when we look at this: “The Act
empowers the GOI to extend sover-
eign guarantee in case of a default.”
The guarantees cover a wide range
like any liabilities of its own sub-
sidiaries, joint ventures, branches and
other similar arrangements; letters of
comfort, or letters of credit for loans
or bonds and debentures issued by
any DFI funding infrastructure pro-
jects in India; and guarantee of the
NaBFID’s bonds, debentures, loans
and borrowings from multilateral
institutions, sovereign wealth funds
(SWFs), and other foreign institu-
tions. To bail out an entity majority-
owned and controlled by private par-
ties using the taxpayers’ funds is a bad
idea. Furthermore, to do this when
the Government is not even exercis-
ing any external oversight makes it
abhorrent. The FM’s defence that “an
audited report would be placed in
Parliament every year, besides the

NaBFID having to furnish to the GOI
and the RBI a copy of its balance
sheet and accounts, together with a
copy of the auditor’s report and a
report of its working during the rel-
evant year, within four months from
the date on which its accounts were
closed and balanced” does not inspire
confidence.

One shudders to fathom the con-
tingent liabilities emanating from the
above open-ended guarantees pro-
vided under the Act and their impact
on the fiscal deficit (FD). Already, the
FD for 2021-22 is put at 6.8 per cent
of the Gross Domestic Product
which is almost double of what is per-
mitted under the Fiscal Responsibility
and Budget Management. For 2025-
26, the FM puts it at 4.5 per cent. The
NaBFID Act would result in spi-
ralling of these numbers.    

Team Modi needs to take a
relook at the “sovereign guarantee”
clause in the NaBFID Act. It should
be deleted. As for giving comfort to
investors, if only project proponents
can generate the desired cash flows
(this would require transparency
and efficiency in project execution,
simplified processes, enforcement of
contracts, freedom from bureau-
cratic red tape and above all, realis-
tic pricing of services shorn of pop-
ulism), this will be automatically
assured. 

On the other hand, if these pre-
requisites are lacking, resulting in
shortfall in cash flows, then even the
offer of sovereign guarantee won’t
provide much comfort even as the
NaBFID, too, will end up being a
drain on the exchequer just as the
erstwhile IDBI.   
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Should political parties
play politics over
COVID-19? That is what

is happening over the deliv-
ery of vaccines in the last few
days. It has resulted in a fight
between the Opposition-
ruled States and the Centre
for more doses of the covet-
ed jabs as the former and the
latter have  accused each
other of “discrimination” and
“neglect” respectively.  

When COVID-19 hit the
country in January 2020,
Prime Minister (PM)
Narendra Modi took the
Chief Ministers (CMs) and
even the public on board
about how to effectively deal
with the situation. He held
several meetings with the
CMs and consulted and guid-
ed the States, promising them
of all possible help.  They
worked in tandem. 

The pandemic helped the
Governments focus on the

deteriorating healthcare sys-
tem, lack of hospitals and
facilities, inadequate social
protection, the need for more
funds for the health sector,
health insurance and so on.
Both the PM and the CMs
needed each other and leaned
on each other to tackle the
enormous medical emer-
gency. 

However, both were look-
ing at an electorate and their
position at the end of their
terms. Therefore, it became
an individual race for every
one of them. However,
whether the Government
mishandled the lockdown
last year came into question.
Still, the lockdown itself did
not turn into a political issue.
Even the Opposition parties
could not go beyond a point
to criticise the Modi
Government.

Now, after one year, with
the pandemic running into its

second wave, politics seems to
have taken over. When things
go wrong, it is politics that
comes to the fore. 

Now, there are vaccine
shortages and there was an
obvious miscalculation on
the part of the authorities. If
something goes wrong, the
Centre blames the States
while the States blame the
Centre for not delivering the
required doses of vaccines.
The demand pertaining to the
shots has also gone up. The
initial response from the pub-
lic was one of “wait and
watch”, but now there is a
clamour for vaccines as India
became the second worst-hit
nation in the world.

While the BJP touts Modi
as the saviour of the people
and lauds his efforts in han-
dling the pandemic, the CMs
of the non-BJP ruled States
are now alleging that they are
getting a stepmotherly treat-

ment. The fact is that all the
political parties have realised
that COVID-19 has become
a long-term game and they
cannot simply sit and not play
politics over it. So, everything,
right from the approval of the
vaccines to allocation to the
States, is being politicised. 

Former CM of Uttar
Pradesh Akhilesh Yadav has
declared that he would not
take the “BJP vaccine”. Others
have questioned the efficacy
of the vaccines and rightful-

ly the promise of vaccine
avalibility made to the people
in poll-bound States by the
ruling party.

It is a time of reckoning
for the State Governments
and all political parties.
Recently, Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi, while address-
ing the CMs of Congress-led
States, asked them to priori-
tise COVID-19 containment.
She also accused the Modi
Government of “mismanag-
ing the pandemic situation by
allowing the export of vac-
cines resulting in vaccine
shortage” in India.

She said: “As the principal
Opposition party, it is our
responsibility to raise issues
and push the Government to
move away from PR tactics
and act in the interest of the
people.”

The current wave of
infections will test the coun-
try’s health infrastructure and

improvements in it since last
year. Maharashtra was the
worst-hit State during both
the significant surges of
COVID-19 cases. As of April
8, almost 24 million doses
were in stock and another 19
million were in the pipeline.
Some 3-3.5 million doses
have been administered on an
everyday basis, according to
data made available by the
Union Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare. 

The second wave came
when people started cele-
brating the success with
respect to effectively tackling
the first wave. The period also
coincided with the Assembly
elections in five States and
mega religious events like
the Kumbh Mela. On March
7, Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan even declared that
“we are in the endgame of the
COVID-19 pandemic.”

However, this is not the

appropriate time to question
“who” and “why” with respect
to the mishandling of the cri-
sis. The real question is what
the Centre and State
Governments have done dur-
ing the pandemic and what
they can do to contain the
second wave. The Opposition
must understand that it
should be more vigilant,
active, public-spirited and
courageous. 

The Opposition parties
should play their role as an
institutional watchdog and
develop credible policy alter-
natives instead of blaming the
Government. The Modi
Government should be trans-
parent in distributing the
vaccines and in addressing
the concerns of the CMs of
the Opposition-ruled States.
All the sides should realise
that this is an unprecedented
crisis, and playing politics will
not help.
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Script Open High Low LTP
Security Name Open High Low LTP
SBIN 344.00 344.65 322.55 328.80
TATAMOTORS 308.10 308.10 284.00 286.60
BAJFINANCE 4712.10 4750.00 4400.35 4512.95
ADANIPORTS 770.00 807.95 735.00 744.50
ADANIENT 1183.95 1183.95 1061.00 1076.15
RELIANCE 1956.05 1966.25 1900.55 1911.30
CIPLA 893.00 940.00 879.85 903.00
INFY 1480.00 1480.00 1415.30 1425.80
TATASTEEL 876.60 893.30 843.25 851.35
ICICIBANK 548.65 551.80 531.25 538.40
TATAPOWER 101.40 101.40 89.95 92.20
CADILAHC 520.65 532.05 493.95 499.95
JSWSTEEL 610.00 621.85 597.55 604.20
INDUSINDBK 876.00 889.60 840.75 844.40
DRREDDY 4788.00 5119.90 4695.00 4989.20
IDEA 9.22 9.27 8.62 8.76
MARUTI 6751.00 6751.00 6504.00 6518.65
STAR 860.00 891.00 814.45 874.65
SUNPHARMA 640.00 646.00 615.05 619.15
PNB 36.60 36.80 33.30 34.00
IDFCFIRSTB 53.00 53.80 48.35 50.55
TCS 3330.00 3343.90 3217.75 3241.45
AXISBANK 648.10 654.00 626.40 635.35
RBLBANK 203.40 205.00 183.00 188.60
BANKBARODA 68.75 71.75 64.80 66.05
SAIL 92.00 92.00 83.60 84.75
BHARTIARTL 535.00 539.15 518.70 522.35
SRTRANSFIN 1410.00 1411.85 1294.00 1303.65
BHEL 48.00 49.80 44.30 45.05
HDFC 2434.80 2455.55 2405.00 2420.65
HDFCBANK 1399.65 1399.65 1353.10 1366.60
IBULHSGFIN 185.00 187.05 167.05 168.60
TATACHEM 800.00 800.00 745.00 750.50
DIXON 3621.00 3641.50 3500.00 3553.40
ASHOKLEY 110.00 117.25 110.00 112.25
TECHM 1054.00 1058.60 1017.60 1038.10
LAURUSLABS 416.25 437.75 403.20 416.20
BANDHANBNK 333.35 348.85 319.00 327.45
BPCL 419.40 419.40 402.00 404.00
ZEEL 201.00 201.10 177.30 180.80
LUPIN 1079.00 1099.80 1036.40 1045.75
JINDALSTEL 408.00 409.50 385.00 388.80
M&MFIN 186.30 187.90 164.10 171.00
ITC 210.75 210.75 205.00 205.35
DEEPAKNI 1630.00 1666.40 1561.60 1581.80
ATGL 1077.00 1077.00 982.70 989.70
HSCL 43.55 44.65 41.50 41.85
BAJAJFINSV 9350.00 9423.10 9047.10 9162.15
LALPATHLAB 3165.00 3398.95 3119.05 3338.70
DIVISLAB 3765.00 3898.00 3676.60 3783.40
GRAPHITE 650.00 650.00 565.60 583.45
DLF 272.00 272.00 244.15 246.60
ASIANPAINT 2585.00 2609.60 2555.20 2600.65
VEDL 227.00 227.00 209.80 212.90
WIPRO 450.00 454.55 429.80 432.50
PVR 1088.00 1117.35 1051.90 1085.85
AUROPHARMA 944.65 949.00 906.00 916.15
BAJAJ-AUTO 3551.05 3597.20 3480.00 3541.65
HCLTECH 1043.00 1043.00 1001.20 1009.05
IRCTC 1699.00 1699.00 1570.00 1581.70
ADANIPOWER 93.00 94.30 92.90 92.90
MOTHERSUMI 204.30 207.00 195.70 200.55
LT 1394.50 1394.50 1332.20 1345.10
HINDALCO 340.05 353.00 331.60 337.00
ONGC 101.10 102.25 97.45 98.05
VOLTAS 986.00 994.10 940.65 951.40
COALINDIA 128.20 128.35 123.65 124.65
FEDERALBNK 72.10 76.00 70.35 71.25
CANBK 144.90 144.90 130.40 132.15
M&M 784.05 784.05 738.95 751.40
NATIONALUM 57.20 57.65 53.05 53.65
HEG 2191.05 2191.05 2045.60 2045.60
PEL 1789.70 1789.70 1615.85 1629.20
UPL 625.00 626.65 581.70 590.05
ULTRACEMCO 6711.30 6759.55 6469.20 6505.50
COLPAL 1598.00 1601.70 1555.00 1559.00
APOLLOHOSP 3121.15 3121.15 2980.45 3011.90
TATACONSUM 679.00 679.00 650.05 656.40
TITAN 1590.75 1590.75 1503.00 1508.40
KOTAKBANK 1749.00 1767.25 1723.30 1742.25
L&TFH 95.50 95.50 86.00 88.55
SBICARD 939.00 944.80 884.65 891.40
HDFCLIFE 682.20 689.90 679.55 687.05
AMBUJACEM 314.00 314.00 299.60 305.00
GLENMARK 532.00 536.90 493.10 498.35
CHOLAFIN 550.00 550.00 503.90 511.10
NAUKRI 4680.00 4772.65 4502.50 4743.30
NBCC 44.20 44.95 39.85 41.30
TATAELXSI 3120.00 3120.00 2900.00 2918.90
GUJALKALI 416.30 439.00 388.55 402.55
GODREJPROP 1312.15 1331.00 1244.20 1272.35
MINDTREE 2226.00 2275.10 2101.05 2142.75
GAIL 134.50 135.35 130.65 132.80
BIOCON 418.00 420.45 400.95 404.10
TORNTPOWER 407.25 416.60 394.15 400.50
HINDUNILVR 2459.50 2488.15 2437.25 2460.55
AUBANK 1174.00 1174.00 1026.00 1076.75
APOLLOTYRE 216.80 219.50 202.55 203.55
POWERGRID 203.55 206.90 198.50 201.10
JUSTDIAL 929.95 929.95 850.25 859.15
TORNTPHARM 2596.00 2680.00 2530.15 2555.65
PFC 110.50 112.10 104.10 104.75
GRANULES 334.00 338.65 315.00 316.70
DELTACORP 161.00 161.40 150.40 151.65
BRITANNIA 3752.05 3850.00 3750.05 3812.00
SPICEJET 67.45 68.80 65.25 66.35

BATAINDIA 1378.00 1378.00 1298.40 1306.25
NMDC 143.30 143.30 133.15 134.15
FSL 118.00 119.05 109.20 111.40
BALKRISIND 1640.00 1640.00 1553.00 1604.90
JSWENERGY 98.50 98.75 86.85 92.90
ESCORTS 1240.20 1250.35 1193.35 1215.35
MUTHOOTFIN 1185.25 1210.35 1138.30 1159.55
LTI 4350.05 4381.00 4123.25 4248.40
PIDILITIND 1890.00 1903.10 1840.00 1849.10
IOC 90.85 90.85 86.75 87.05
IDBI 35.05 35.75 33.30 33.80
LTTS 2890.00 2900.00 2736.05 2839.80
NCC 78.60 78.60 72.20 73.80
INDIGO 1639.00 1639.00 1529.75 1588.75
MAHABANK 24.05 24.25 22.25 22.75
JUBLFOOD 2881.50 2881.50 2707.00 2729.55
HEROMOTOCO 2885.00 2885.00 2742.70 2788.55
ABFRL 184.60 185.00 171.00 172.55
RAIN 164.50 164.50 147.10 150.50
ACC 1940.00 1940.00 1860.10 1888.20
CONCOR 561.10 575.00 551.60 565.45
AFFLE 5499.00 5499.00 5116.80 5233.25
EXIDEIND 182.00 185.15 175.10 176.25
EICHERMOT 2500.00 2500.00 2396.75 2427.30
BEML 1137.00 1237.45 1137.00 1169.35
COFORGE 3146.05 3196.00 3038.25 3115.75
DMART 2923.00 2923.00 2790.00 2816.25
SRF 6155.00 6198.90 5900.10 6115.25

HAVELLS 1053.00 1053.00 990.20 994.00
IBREALEST 83.00 83.00 74.80 77.10
MRF 81500.00 81500.00 78990.0079354.60
LICHSGFIN 413.90 413.90 377.75 382.75
BANKINDIA 71.40 71.75 63.70 66.70
SHREECEM 31538.35 31538.35 29764.2029898.15
IPCALAB 2085.10 2213.85 2038.00 2153.75
THYROCARE 1060.00 1099.95 1006.05 1053.85
TRIDENT 13.78 13.87 13.33 13.40
ADANITRANS 937.05 949.95 929.45 929.45
BEL 128.50 128.50 120.55 121.90
SUNTV 494.00 494.00 450.00 453.50
GRASIM 1431.00 1431.00 1368.60 1376.65
MGL 1121.25 1125.90 1070.10 1078.45
METROPOLIS 2535.00 2605.00 2430.00 2474.15
JUBLPHARMA 754.90 792.50 705.00 729.60
VAIBHAVGBL 4400.00 4450.00 3542.00 4222.45
RVNL 28.25 28.35 26.95 27.05
FORTIS 205.60 215.95 201.35 206.20
IEX 348.20 348.20 322.85 337.45
ADANIGREEN 1122.05 1130.20 1085.80 1085.80
ALKYLAMINE 6140.00 6140.00 5776.05 5883.65
SWSOLAR 325.70 325.70 292.00 302.00
WELCORP 154.95 155.40 146.75 147.95
BOSCHLTD 14008.05 14288.20 13605.2013690.75
ICICIPRULI 444.00 447.65 431.50 443.60
IGL 534.90 534.90 499.05 516.95
INDIACEM 186.00 186.00 167.75 170.00
TATAMTRDVR 132.90 133.15 124.00 126.85
AMARAJABAT 814.90 814.90 794.85 799.75
FLUOROCHEM 702.00 765.45 669.00 707.15
NTPC 101.90 101.90 98.10 98.95
MPHASIS 1800.00 1835.95 1716.80 1739.65
ASTRAL 1578.00 1578.00 1500.00 1514.55
PFIZER 4899.70 4941.85 4691.00 4761.55
BHARATFORG 582.15 597.70 574.40 581.20
DABUR 558.80 561.35 549.60 555.95
ICICIGI 1424.00 1424.00 1330.50 1350.95
HINDPETRO* 225.60 232.00 223.00 225.65
TRENT 693.15 729.75 689.15 719.50
INDIANB 113.30 114.50 103.45 104.60
UNIONBANK 34.00 36.75 33.60 34.35
MANAPPURAM 157.00 157.00 143.15 145.15
NESTLEIND 17401.30 17620.70 17341.6017495.70
CENTRALBK 17.90 18.90 16.60 16.85
RECLTD 130.00 130.50 122.20 125.55
RADICO 541.10 541.10 500.00 510.80
WOCKPHARMA 475.00 475.00 423.40 432.85
ABCAPITAL 122.00 122.00 112.90 113.50
AMBER 3200.00 3249.00 3016.50 3130.65
DBL 560.00 578.00 540.00 557.20
APLLTD 1028.00 1028.00 953.50 957.80
SUZLON 4.98 4.98 4.62 4.70
TVSMOTOR 553.05 558.25 532.80 540.15
HAL 982.00 990.40 931.50 954.40
PETRONET 227.10 227.10 218.15 221.80
ASTRAZEN 3300.00 3469.15 3212.00 3398.00
HDFCAMC 2900.00 2902.50 2758.15 2845.50
ALKEM 2832.25 2888.00 2723.00 2744.70
HINDZINC 307.50 307.50 288.10 294.80
IOB 17.10 17.50 15.50 16.10
AARTIIND 1400.25 1413.95 1332.25 1342.35
RAYMOND 349.00 350.50 327.00 333.55

HINDCOPPER 140.00 140.75 130.30 131.30
IDFC 47.20 50.15 44.50 48.10
NATCOPHARM 950.00 950.00 897.30 918.25
OFSS 3425.10 3498.00 3300.00 3339.30
GODREJCP 740.00 740.80 706.80 715.90
CENTURYTEX 478.00 478.00 446.00 455.15
SIEMENS 1850.00 1850.00 1718.00 1729.80
FRETAIL 50.35 50.40 47.20 47.20
INDIAMART 8380.00 8380.00 7806.65 7890.15
TATACOFFEE 124.90 124.90 116.00 117.50
INDHOTEL 106.10 107.80 104.00 104.70
IRCON 89.00 89.00 86.05 86.90
PERSISTENT 2049.95 2049.95 1965.00 2021.35
PIIND 2549.85 2549.85 2358.95 2438.90
MEGH 133.50 133.50 116.00 118.35
FINOLEXIND 704.00 704.00 671.15 676.80
SPARC 168.95 168.95 153.35 156.40
VINATIORGA 1569.90 1663.20 1503.60 1604.30
RAJESHEXPO 510.00 510.00 486.00 494.55
HONAUT 43100.00 43999.95 40743.7043154.80
GMRINFRA 24.50 24.50 22.85 23.35
PHILIPCARB 193.60 198.85 184.00 185.50
GUJGAS 559.00 559.00 528.00 535.25
TATACOMM 1109.50 1110.10 1055.60 1072.35
GNFC 311.00 311.00 294.35 296.90
INFIBEAM 45.00 45.00 41.20 42.75
HFCL 24.20 25.00 23.00 23.95
ABBOTINDIA 15100.00 15197.00 14914.0015058.80
INTELLECT 702.90 702.90 634.85 651.70
SANOFI 8240.00 8254.95 7900.00 8097.85
ASHOKA 93.70 93.70 85.15 87.30
PAGEIND 29000.00 29219.45 28044.6028191.50
PTC 86.30 88.05 82.25 82.95
JKPAPER 145.00 145.00 132.00 133.00
BALRAMCHIN 242.45 242.45 222.00 226.90
SCI 110.00 110.00 99.95 101.15
CUMMINSIND 860.00 861.20 815.00 819.20
RCF 76.80 76.80 71.05 71.80
BAJAJELEC 1009.00 1070.00 988.00 1046.35
GMM 4279.00 4279.00 4020.00 4068.95
SOUTHBANK 8.48 8.50 8.01 8.09
DCBBANK 96.55 100.00 92.00 92.30
MFSL 861.15 872.70 838.20 849.30
SYNGENE 558.00 561.90 542.55 550.10
AJANTPHARM 1763.00 1781.00 1690.05 1712.45
INDUSTOWER 255.80 255.80 241.00 242.65
TATAMETALI 930.25 930.25 849.00 875.50
SBILIFE 910.00 910.00 868.25 872.15
UBL 1119.00 1119.00 1052.30 1086.55
GREAVESCOT 128.50 130.40 120.55 122.40
NOCIL 179.00 179.00 161.80 167.70
UJJIVAN 207.00 209.65 194.45 201.15
NAVINFLUOR 3039.00 3130.00 2820.00 2937.30
CESC 605.00 608.40 589.00 590.60
MMTC 42.90 42.90 39.60 40.20
CANFINHOME 548.00 548.00 494.15 511.50
JBCHEPHARM 1241.00 1303.90 1208.95 1217.50
VGUARD 240.50 240.50 216.00 231.10
POLYCAB 1381.00 1381.00 1322.30 1347.90
TV18BRDCST 28.10 28.40 26.05 26.50
UJJIVANSFB 30.05 30.25 29.00 29.10
MARICO 419.00 420.00 405.40 407.30
STLTECH 226.10 230.00 210.30 215.35
SONATSOFTW 583.55 585.00 562.55 571.80
ATUL 7851.10 7893.00 7342.90 7746.50
GICRE 193.00 206.40 193.00 195.85
VBL 982.00 1009.65 975.00 988.60
GSPL 270.00 270.00 250.00 255.10
HUDCO 44.25 44.25 38.80 40.05
KNRCON 205.00 207.80 195.65 199.50
BAJAJCON 287.00 287.00 267.90 269.80
NBVENTURES* 73.25 74.70 70.25 73.35
BERGEPAINT 750.00 750.00 713.90 727.60
FDC 309.75 320.00 296.25 302.35
WHIRLPOOL 2162.00 2177.55 2129.40 2155.70
BIRLACORPN 970.00 970.00 904.95 920.50
RAMCOCEM 1057.05 1063.15 1015.55 1050.35
MCX 1515.00 1515.00 1438.60 1491.15
TIMETECHNO 68.30 68.50 64.20 64.85
DEEPAKFERT 246.50 249.80 235.05 240.75
ORIENTCEM 103.00 104.40 96.20 96.55
PNBHOUSING 362.85 397.00 361.95 365.40
MINDAIND 530.00 539.00 513.00 519.65
JAMNAAUTO 68.60 70.30 67.05 68.20
NAM-INDIA 349.90 349.90 320.15 326.80
ORIENTREF 299.80 299.80 275.95 281.10
ISEC 389.85 395.95 380.00 390.10
KPITTECH 190.00 192.70 180.20 187.15
LEMONTREE 33.75 34.00 31.80 32.00
OIL 119.70 119.70 112.00 112.60
CHAMBLFERT 226.70 229.00 221.35 224.80
PARAGMILK 113.00 113.75 102.35 104.55
KAJARIACER 925.00 950.05 884.20 900.30
BSOFT 266.35 268.00 252.20 256.90
INOXLEISUR 266.00 269.95 256.30 263.95
CREDITACC 612.00 612.80 558.00 562.20
DCMSHRIRAM 551.40 557.40 521.15 529.50
CSBBANK 263.00 265.40 248.75 253.40
RELAXO 950.00 950.00 877.25 890.60
MINDACORP 96.10 100.10 92.25 94.50
AVANTI 477.00 477.00 445.00 451.90
MIDHANI 189.00 189.00 179.00 180.60
PRESTIGE 302.35 310.00 287.75 299.90
GMDCLTD 56.35 57.90 55.00 55.30
CROMPTON 387.80 390.20 378.85 381.85
GSFC 87.60 87.70 83.00 83.50
SUNTECK 284.00 284.00 267.50 271.25
ENGINERSIN 75.45 75.45 71.10 71.45

CUB 164.90 164.90 157.30 160.35
CASTROLIND 126.00 126.00 120.70 122.55
J&KBANK 25.25 26.20 24.55 24.65
APLAPOLLO 1307.95 1307.95 1216.05 1226.95
KALPATPOWR 372.00 377.55 362.00 366.40
ADVENZYMES 368.00 368.00 347.65 357.80
NHPC 24.20 24.20 23.40 23.45
KTKBANK 64.15 64.15 60.45 61.40
SKFINDIA 2151.00 2171.60 2081.70 2144.45
JAICORPLTD 87.45 88.90 82.65 83.30
3MINDIA 27227.00 27227.00 25020.0025436.45
BALMLAWRIE 126.00 127.70 120.00 121.20
ZYDUSWELL 2080.00 2140.00 2013.40 2096.75
COROMANDEL 771.00 771.00 741.35 754.45
WELSPUNIND 81.35 82.00 76.80 77.75
IFBIND 1136.00 1160.00 1010.60 1078.55
CENTURYPLY 314.95 321.65 283.00 290.00
SUDARSCHEM 530.00 540.00 522.05 525.50
JKCEMENT 2905.60 2940.40 2791.00 2813.20
JSL 78.80 78.80 70.50 71.55
TATAINVEST 1016.00 1016.00 987.50 1004.50
ZENSARTECH 278.00 279.35 266.05 269.40
FINEORG 2525.00 2525.00 2402.20 2438.00
PNCINFRA 253.50 253.50 237.50 239.30
GODREJAGRO 504.00 511.00 489.55 503.45
JMFINANCIL 83.50 83.50 78.60 79.70
UCOBANK 11.85 11.85 11.01 11.16
SOBHA 509.85 509.85 461.75 467.10
MOIL 156.75 156.75 148.00 148.35
PCJEWELLER 25.20 26.00 23.20 24.00
QUESS 670.00 670.00 601.75 606.00
ABB 1381.00 1381.00 1300.00 1312.25
NIACL 158.00 158.00 145.05 146.00
BOMDYEING 72.50 72.50 67.25 68.20
JKTYRE 118.90 118.90 107.30 107.95
GALAXYSURF 2699.00 2699.00 2556.45 2587.20
CGCL 394.00 399.00 393.00 395.40
ENDURANCE 1373.00 1373.00 1283.00 1293.50
WABAG 254.40 254.40 239.45 241.25
FCONSUMER 7.05 7.06 6.64 6.76
HAWKINCOOK 5400.00 5400.00 5260.00 5322.35
SIS 385.00 388.35 367.10 370.90
BDL 330.20 340.00 325.50 332.90
PRSMJOHNSN 133.00 133.00 116.80 119.40
SOMANYCERA 455.25 455.25 405.10 417.75
SYMPHONY 1280.00 1280.00 1163.40 1197.40
VIPIND 340.85 350.00 322.00 337.80
EDELWEISS 66.50 66.55 64.70 64.70
KANSAINER 597.00 597.00 552.15 577.90
SHK 128.40 128.40 118.00 120.00
KEI 538.00 538.00 510.40 524.05
HEIDELBERG 235.40 237.25 224.10 231.30
JSLHISAR 134.80 134.80 123.55 130.15
LINDEINDIA 1802.00 1850.60 1750.00 1762.45
ITI 114.55 114.60 107.35 108.05
JKLAKSHMI 443.00 443.00 398.95 407.40
VENKYS 1628.10 1628.10 1514.00 1542.65
EMAMILTD 515.00 517.75 490.00 504.35
SWANENERGY 134.25 135.45 126.10 130.40
CEATLTD 1551.00 1551.00 1421.70 1447.30
SUMICHEM 282.05 289.45 278.45 279.70
RATNAMANI 2020.00 2141.00 1944.70 1997.75
SHOPERSTOP 196.55 199.30 188.00 188.30
CYIENT 681.00 700.00 652.65 661.75
POWERINDIA 1475.00 1539.90 1434.00 1453.00
LUXIND 1884.05 1948.00 1820.20 1896.20
RALLIS 266.80 266.80 251.80 256.65
SJVN 25.00 25.05 24.50 24.60
BLUEDART 5250.00 5350.00 5115.05 5238.55
CARBORUNIV 520.00 520.00 495.00 500.60
TEAMLEASE 3434.75 3545.65 3257.50 3341.60
OBEROIRLTY 611.00 611.00 545.55 558.65
NLCINDIA 49.35 49.45 47.55 47.90
ECLERX 1196.50 1241.60 1160.00 1203.10
COCHINSHIP 365.00 365.00 355.00 356.40
DCAL 120.15 120.15 109.80 110.80
CHENNPETRO 101.15 101.15 93.00 93.30
MRPL 38.50 38.50 35.65 36.05
WESTLIFE 416.00 421.60 400.50 403.90
NESCO 511.10 515.70 484.00 506.30
BBTC 1240.40 1240.40 1176.80 1183.65
JINDALSAW 78.00 78.00 70.65 71.60
HATHWAY 24.10 24.10 22.00 22.20
PHOENIXLTD 734.20 736.25 716.95 719.95
KEC 418.10 418.10 395.35 398.80
REPCOHOME 306.00 306.80 282.00 286.75
BLUESTARCO 910.00 910.00 848.00 868.30
EQUITAS 82.85 82.85 75.45 77.05
KSB 934.90 953.40 877.80 884.60
HERITGFOOD 330.50 337.45 310.30 319.80
JAGRAN* 59.50 59.55 55.55 58.75
ORIENTELEC 303.85 303.85 288.40 291.40
SUPRAJIT 282.90 285.00 269.35 271.85
BLISSGVS 102.00 102.00 91.50 95.75
ARVINDFASN 138.10 138.10 131.25 131.55
CARERATING 470.10 471.35 435.00 443.85
MAHINDCIE 161.00 161.65 156.10 158.25
GILLETTE 5450.00 5497.65 5400.00 5425.35
GODFRYPHLP 905.00 905.00 880.10 882.35
ASTERDM 148.40 149.65 141.00 142.90
GLAXO 1465.00 1480.00 1428.00 1454.30
FINCABLES 378.00 378.00 358.00 359.95
PGHL 6392.00 6392.00 6158.25 6192.60
TAKE 50.45 50.45 46.60 46.95
SHANKARA 431.55 431.70 389.00 394.25
VARROC 365.00 371.05 351.90 355.25
TIMKEN 1390.00 1400.45 1321.25 1365.70
NH 430.35 430.35 410.00 412.95

TIINDIA 1187.95 1187.95 1098.90 1137.10
ERIS 606.00 619.50 584.65 591.65
GRSE 181.00 184.60 175.00 179.35
DISHTV 9.86 9.86 9.10 9.27
MHRIL 214.00 221.40 199.80 200.40
TNPL 142.30 146.95 135.70 136.75
GODREJIND 542.00 542.00 502.00 508.55

BAJAJHLDNG 3350.00 3351.65 3181.80 3283.20
GPPL 97.00 103.70 93.65 95.15
AIAENG 1936.00 1957.25 1886.95 1904.25
IRB 103.35 108.00 100.70 104.25
GHCL 226.90 229.00 220.00 220.75
EPL 223.00 223.00 210.05 212.85
KPRMILL 1102.00 1102.00 1065.00 1077.75
SCHNEIDER 96.30 96.30 88.55 89.60
THERMAX 1352.00 1389.70 1302.60 1340.10
JTEKTINDIA 81.85 85.05 81.85 82.30
DALBHARAT 1529.20 1529.20 1441.35 1480.65
UFLEX 380.00 380.00 355.00 359.05
SUPREMEIND 1988.65 1992.95 1944.90 1967.95
GESHIP 305.00 305.00 278.50 284.05
NILKAMAL 1950.00 1950.00 1832.15 1857.00
EIDPARRY 330.50 330.50 306.00 309.50
MAHSCOOTER 3450.00 3510.25 3300.00 3347.55
VRLLOG 227.45 228.25 201.60 222.50
ITDC 374.00 374.00 333.20 336.50
IIFL 271.15 272.15 263.85 263.90
GDL 172.70 174.60 166.65 168.65
INDOCO 316.25 318.15 300.05 304.90
LAXMIMACH 6500.05 6660.00 6400.00 6436.45
BASF 2064.00 2064.00 1925.00 1942.50
LAOPALA 215.00 215.30 207.00 208.10
KRBL 195.00 195.00 179.10 182.65
AAVAS 2311.15 2311.15 2125.25 2171.40
FORCEMOT 1184.00 1184.00 1118.05 1121.95
BRIGADE 261.80 261.80 248.00 254.90
REDINGTON 179.00 179.00 163.20 167.25
SUNDRMFAST 728.65 728.65 681.85 698.30
CRISIL 1845.00 1845.00 1760.95 1817.95
TTKPRESTIG 7529.95 7529.95 7251.20 7304.85
MAHSEAMLES 277.00 277.00 269.55 270.00
TVTODAY 290.00 290.85 265.00 267.85
RITES 242.10 242.10 235.00 235.70
TASTYBIT 14950.00 14950.00 14060.0014480.85
TCIEXP 846.30 869.90 835.05 839.10
BAYERCROP 5240.00 5240.00 5073.00 5107.45
ALLCARGO 126.00 127.05 122.50 123.20
VSTIND 3376.00 3394.95 3298.40 3345.45
CAPPL 460.30 472.95 450.00 451.25
DHANUKA 723.00 734.80 700.00 715.95
GRINDWELL 915.00 915.00 860.00 867.20
EIHOTEL 92.00 92.00 87.00 87.25
IFCI 11.40 11.52 11.12 11.12
AEGISLOG 302.00 302.00 281.80 288.00
SCHAEFFLER 5296.30 5300.00 5065.00 5128.95
TVSSRICHAK 1763.85 1787.90 1684.95 1704.65
JYOTHYLAB 146.50 146.50 140.20 140.45
GARFIBRES 2698.00 2699.75 2572.80 2597.05
JCHAC 2600.00 2600.00 2485.65 2499.90
GET&D 118.00 118.00 110.20 111.60
PGHH 12960.70 13230.00 12922.0013166.00
VMART 2795.00 2829.00 2696.20 2752.10
CERA 3752.20 3792.65 3700.55 3762.40
NAVNETEDUL 79.70 81.55 78.00 78.30
HIMATSEIDE 147.90 147.90 138.00 141.60
DBCORP 92.45 92.45 85.10 85.55
MAHLOG 527.00 532.00 510.00 520.30
MOTILALOFS 655.00 655.00 611.70 614.35
AKZOINDIA 2321.00 2322.20 2256.45 2260.65
GEPIL 272.00 272.00 260.00 261.40
STARCEMENT 99.00 99.00 95.60 97.25
SFL 2100.00 2100.00 1934.15 1984.15
ESABINDIA 1866.50 1875.00 1788.40 1811.25
TCNSBRANDS 495.00 495.00 471.85 480.55
SHRIRAMCIT 1448.55 1451.35 1395.00 1397.40
SOLARINDS 1325.00 1325.00 1251.00 1259.00
WABCOINDIA 6160.95 6169.80 6025.05 6051.50
CCL 242.00 243.00 229.65 232.65
VTL 1262.10 1262.10 1185.00 1200.05
MAHLIFE 513.10 516.80 487.65 496.25
SPANDANA 590.00 590.25 565.00 566.70
INDOSTAR 313.20 318.55 306.00 315.25
IIFLWAM 1230.00 1230.00 1166.20 1178.50
CHOLAHLDNG 581.55 583.05 564.00 568.45
MASFIN 790.00 815.25 779.65 786.15
GULFOILLUB 726.10 726.10 694.80 699.10
OMAXE 66.55 68.20 63.90 66.35
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 14644.65 14652.50 14248.70 14310.80 -524.05
DRREDDY 4775.00 5120.00 4695.00 5098.00 337.70
CIPLA 890.00 940.00 879.15 907.00 23.95
DIVISLAB 3760.00 3898.00 3675.20 3795.00 42.65
BRITANNIA 3777.95 3850.00 3750.00 3814.00 16.30
HINDUNILVR 2441.50 2488.25 2437.60 2460.00 -16.00
INFY 1474.00 1477.55 1415.00 1431.50 -9.55
NESTLEIND 17375.15 17620.00 17341.10 17454.20 -138.20
HDFCLIFE 685.00 690.00 679.60 689.00 -5.85
ASIANPAINT 2578.20 2610.00 2555.00 2602.35 -28.45
TECHM 1051.00 1059.05 1016.80 1039.85 -13.15
TCS 3322.25 3338.10 3213.20 3250.00 -72.25
SUNPHARMA 639.00 645.85 615.20 622.45 -14.30
JSWSTEEL 609.00 621.75 597.40 605.00 -16.00
BAJAJ-AUTO 3579.50 3599.00 3480.05 3542.60 -108.70
HCLTECH 1042.95 1042.95 1001.20 1012.95 -32.45
POWERGRID 206.65 206.65 198.50 201.50 -6.80
HDFCBANK 1393.00 1399.00 1353.00 1375.20 -46.55
COALINDIA 128.00 128.30 123.60 125.25 -4.25
KOTAKBANK 1757.25 1768.00 1723.30 1740.00 -59.25
RELIANCE 1959.00 1961.40 1900.25 1915.65 -66.40
WIPRO 450.00 450.10 429.40 435.00 -15.10
NTPC 101.50 101.50 98.05 99.35 -3.45
TATACONSUM 675.00 675.60 650.00 656.90 -22.90
HDFC 2450.00 2454.45 2405.00 2426.00 -87.90
EICHERMOT 2490.00 2510.00 2395.15 2432.95 -88.65
LT 1393.95 1393.95 1332.00 1354.00 -50.10
SBILIFE 900.65 905.40 868.50 877.00 -33.10
ITC 210.00 211.00 205.00 205.30 -7.80
BHARTIARTL 537.55 538.85 518.50 523.50 -21.75
GRASIM 1417.95 1424.95 1367.55 1378.50 -61.50
AXISBANK 651.00 655.00 626.65 639.70 -28.50
HEROMOTOCO 2874.00 2889.95 2741.10 2788.00 -124.90
MARUTI 6739.85 6739.85 6502.15 6533.00 -294.10
ICICIBANK 551.40 551.95 531.15 540.90 -25.30
ULTRACEMCO 6763.30 6763.30 6467.00 6520.00 -305.85
BAJAJFINSV 9419.95 9459.80 9035.85 9175.00 -454.05
TATASTEEL 876.55 893.20 843.35 855.85 -43.65
SHREECEM 31200.00 31497.40 29757.85 30198.60 -1550.15
BPCL 417.95 419.40 402.00 404.80 -20.80
IOC 90.10 90.45 86.75 87.20 -4.50
TITAN 1571.00 1572.65 1502.25 1513.00 -79.00
M&M 779.00 779.00 738.55 750.55 -40.60
ONGC 100.85 102.25 97.45 98.35 -5.45
HINDALCO 352.10 354.00 331.60 339.10 -21.95
SBIN 344.00 344.00 322.55 330.70 -22.30
UPL 625.00 627.65 581.50 591.00 -43.90
BAJFINANCE 4740.00 4740.00 4400.00 4519.00 -353.30
INDUSINDBK 884.00 890.00 841.00 844.50 -79.15
ADANIPORTS 809.90 809.90 735.00 750.00 -73.60
TATAMOTORS 307.85 307.85 282.90 287.50 -30.70

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 34813.95 34829.55 33562.50 33713.95 -1644.95
PGHH 13299.00 13323.90 12901.00 13248.30 -14.35
TORNTPHARM 2580.00 2682.00 2528.85 2572.00 -2.75
ABBOTINDIA 15233.00 15233.00 14920.00 15125.00 -108.55
DABUR 556.00 561.45 549.50 556.50 -4.00
NAUKRI 4650.00 4776.05 4503.00 4749.85 -41.55
CADILAHC 517.75 532.00 494.35 505.50 -8.95
UBL 1094.00 1096.40 1051.40 1082.00 -25.40
ICICIPRULI 448.15 450.00 431.30 445.00 -10.50
COLPAL 1590.00 1602.00 1554.00 1559.00 -42.15
MARICO 415.00 419.95 406.00 409.50 -11.10
ALKEM 2829.90 2889.00 2721.00 2757.00 -75.30
PETRONET 223.15 226.00 218.15 221.85 -6.30
HINDPETRO 230.00 232.75 222.80 227.55 -6.50
LTI 4380.00 4389.00 4124.15 4255.45 -123.15
LUPIN 1078.00 1099.95 1036.00 1048.95 -30.50
INDIGO 1609.95 1612.95 1529.20 1600.00 -46.95
MRF 81300.00 81400.00 78900.00 79499.00 -2389.15
AUROPHARMA 940.70 949.25 906.00 915.20 -28.50
HDFCAMC 2880.00 2915.00 2756.00 2860.00 -91.95
GODREJCP 739.00 740.95 706.60 715.00 -24.10
AMBUJACEM 310.90 312.20 299.55 305.95 -10.40
BERGEPAINT 746.90 746.90 713.75 727.40 -25.20
ACC 1934.95 1934.95 1860.35 1895.00 -65.75
BIOCON 418.70 420.50 401.00 405.40 -14.90
APOLLOHOSP 3119.00 3119.00 2979.05 3019.00 -113.15
PIDILITIND 1900.00 1902.30 1840.30 1849.00 -70.80
BAJAJHLDNG 3325.00 3366.85 3225.15 3275.55 -133.90
GAIL 134.40 135.65 130.55 133.20 -5.60
ICICIGI 1419.60 1419.60 1329.90 1361.50 -58.10
MCDOWELL-N 531.60 532.40 508.10 515.00 -22.20
DMART 2861.10 2889.00 2790.10 2821.35 -126.40
IGL 529.95 530.30 499.00 515.90 -26.60
ADANIGREEN 1129.95 1129.95 1085.65 1085.65 -57.10
ADANITRANS 949.20 949.20 924.90 924.90 -48.65
JUBLFOOD 2846.00 2846.00 2705.00 2735.00 -146.35
MOTHERSUMI 204.80 207.65 195.60 200.70 -11.20
BOSCHLTD 14085.00 14380.00 13620.50 13710.00 -780.70
INDUSTOWER 252.00 253.00 241.00 242.70 -14.05
MUTHOOTFIN 1209.75 1209.75 1138.35 1165.50 -68.35
YESBANK 15.20 15.25 14.40 14.55 -0.90
SIEMENS 1809.10 1836.00 1717.80 1726.50 -122.50
HAVELLS 1048.00 1050.80 990.00 991.60 -70.65
SBICARD 931.00 944.85 885.00 892.80 -71.15
NMDC 142.00 142.00 133.25 134.30 -10.95
BANDHANBNK 349.90 349.90 317.45 330.75 -28.20
VEDL 225.90 225.90 209.75 212.65 -18.70
PEL 1768.00 1768.00 1607.10 1637.00 -172.20
PNB 36.75 36.85 33.30 34.00 -3.85
ADANIENT 1177.40 1177.40 1061.40 1068.00 -133.40
DLF 271.00 272.85 244.00 247.35 -32.20
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Capital markets watchdog
Sebi on Monday came out

with fresh guidelines on report-
ing formats for mutual funds.

The formats for the reports
to be submitted by asset man-
agement companies (AMCs) to
trustees, by AMCs to Sebi and
by trustees to the regulator have
been revised on the basis of
consultation from the industry.

In a circular, Sebi said the
compliance certificate to be
submitted by an AMC to the
trustees on a bi-monthly basis
and half-yearly basis would be
discontinued.

The contents of both these
reports have been incorporat-
ed in the quarterly report by
AMC to trustees, it added.

With regard to quarterly
report on activities of mutual

funds, Sebi said such report
must contain details of number
of live schemes as on last day
of the quarter-end, schemes
launched during the period
including schemes which were
launched but could not be
constituted, details of existing
schemes matured or wound up
as well schemes merged during
the quarter.

For schemes which have
been wound up, Sebi said
details of payout should be pro-
vided during each quarter till
the last payout for such
schemes. Details of close-ended
schemes rolled-over, schemes
that underwent fundamental
attribute change, clearance
received from Sebi to launch
new schemes and details of
Assets Under Management
(AUM) need to be provided in
the quarterly report.
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RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das on Monday asked

banks to remain watchful of the
evolving situation and empha-
sised the importance of credit
flow to sustain the nascent
economic recovery amid rising
coronavirus cases.

In his meeting with
MD/CEOs of public sector
banks and select private sector
lenders, Das also highlighted
the recent policy measures
taken by RBI to further support
the ongoing recovery while
preserving financial stability,
the central bank said in a
statement.

Das touched upon the

importance of credit flows in
sustaining the nascent eco-
nomic recovery and advised
banks to remain watchful of the
evolving situation and contin-
ue taking measures proactive-
ly for maintaining their busi-
ness continuity, sharpening
business strategies and raising
adequate capital for strength-
ening balance sheets.

“He also emphasised the
need for banks to maintain a
close vigil on the payments and
other IT systems operated by
banks and fortifying those for
enhanced efficiency and
resilience so as to offer seam-
less and uninterrupted cus-
tomer service," RBI said.

Among other matters,

progress in the implementation
of COVID Resolution
Framework, outlook on stress-
es assets and capital augmen-
tation came up for discussion.

The liquidity scenario and
monetary transmission, and
credit flows to different sectors,
including MSMEs, and retail,
were also discussed during the
meeting held through video-
conferencing.

Deputy Governors M K
Jain, M Rajeswar Rao and a few
other senior officials of RBI
also attended the meetings.

There are concerns that
surging coronavirus cases and
resulting localised restrictions
might hamper cash flow and
result in stressed assets.
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Showing sluggishness in the
economy amid the pan-

demic, industrial production
contracted for the second
straight month by 3.6 per cent
in February due to poor per-
formance of manufacturing
and mining sectors, official
data showed on Monday.

The manufacturing sector
-- which constitutes 77.63 per
cent of the index of industrial
production (IIP) -- declined by
3.7 per cent in February 2021,
as per the data released by the
National Statistical Office
(NSO).

The mining sector output
declined by 5.5 per cent in
February 2021. 

However, power
generation grew marginally by
0.1 per cent in the month
under review.

The index had grown by
5.2 per cent in February 2020.

The industrial production
had plunged 18.7 per cent in
March last year following the
COVID-19 outbreak and
remained in the negative zone
till August 2020.

With the resumption of
economic activities, factory
output posted a rise of one per
cent in September. The IIP had
grown by 4.5 per cent in
October. In November 2020,
the factory output fell 1.6 per
cent, while it again entered the
positive territory by growing
1.6 per cent in December 2020.
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The Indian rupee fell for the
sixth straight session to

mark its lowest level in nearly
nine months at 75.05 against
the American currency on
Monday as investors fretted
over the prospects of lock-
down in some parts of the
country amid continuous rise
in Covid-19 cases. 

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee settled 32
paise lower against the green-
back as weak domestic equities,
rising crude oil prices and for-
eign fund outflows also
weighed on sentiment.

The local unit opened at
74.97 against the greenback
and traded in the range of 74.78
to 75.14 during the day.
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With demand for housing
loans picking up during

the last two quarters of fiscal
2020-21, housing finance com-
panies (HFCs) are likely to wit-
ness a growth rate of 6-8 per
cent during the year and 8-10
per cent in FY2021-22, says a
report.   The on-book portfo-
lio growth moderated for HFCs
in the first nine months of
FY2021 (compared to March
2020) to 4.3 per cent (exclud-
ing the portfolio of one large

player, which had sizeable
write-offs) from portfolio
growth of 6 per cent (Y-o-Y) in
FY2020. Icra Ratings in a
report said with revival in
demand for housing credit in
the industry in the last two
quarters, most of the HFCs
have already reached near pre-
Covid level disbursements and
are targeting to achieve further
higher disbursements in Q4
FY2021. 

"This is expected to push
up the growth rate for FY2021
to 6-8 per cent. Thereafter, we

estimate the growth of 8-10 per
cent for on-book portfolio of
HFCs in FY2022," the agency
said.  According to Icra's vice
president and sector head
Sachin Sachdeva, given the
cash flow stress faced by the
borrowers, the overdues of
HFCs have increased in the
first nine months of FY2021 as
reflected by proforma GNPAs
of around 2.7 per cent as on
December 31, 2020 as com-
pared to reported GNPA of 2.4
per cent as on March 31, 2020. 

The asset quality indicators

could be further impacted in
Q4 FY2021, he said. 

He sees GNPAs of HFCs
for FY2021 to be higher by 50-
100 basis points, compared to
FY2020, and the same to
remain elevated in FY2022 as
well.   Notwithstanding the
improvement in business in the
last two quarters of FY2021,
relatively lower business growth
than the earlier years, and asset
quality pressures would mod-
erate the profitability for the
HFCs in FY2021, Sachdeva
said. 
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China has opened a 5G signal base at the Ganbala radar sta-
tion in the remote Himalayan region of Tibet which is the

world's highest manually operated radar station at an elevation
of 5,374 meters, the Chinese military's official website reported
on Monday.

The mountain is located in Nagarze County in Tibet which
is in the vicinity of borders with India and Bhutan.

At the end of last year, the People's Liberation Army start-
ed to coordinate with civilian enterprises to launch 5G base sta-
tion construction in Ganbala to solve the difficulty of network
access for the border defence troops, the website said.
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Shares of Dr Reddy's Laboratories on Monday jumped 5 per
cent after an expert panel approved emergency use of Russia's

Covid-19 vaccine Sputnik V in India, with certain conditions.
In September last year, the company had partnered with the

Russian 
Direct Investment Fund (RDIF) to conduct clinical trials of

Sputnik V and for its distribution rights in India.
The stock gained 4.83 per cent to close at Rs 4,989.20 on the

BSE. During the day, it zoomed 7.57 per cent to Rs 5,119.90.
On the National Stock Exchange (NSE), it rose 4.97 per cent

to close at Rs 4,996.95.
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The Biden White House is
amplifying the push for

its $2.3 trillion infrastructure
package with the release of
state-by-state breakdowns
that show the dire shape of
roads, bridges, the power
grid and housing affordabil-
ity. The figures in the state
summaries, obtained by The
Associated Press, paint a
decidedly bleak outlook for
the world’s largest economy
after years of repairs being
deferred and delayed. They
suggest that too much infra-
structure is unsafe for vehi-
cles at any speed, while high-
lighting the costs of extreme
weather events that have
become more frequent with
climate change as well as
dead spots for broadband
and a dearth of child care
options.

President Joe Biden is
scheduled to meet Monday
afternoon with Republican
and Democratic lawmakers
and can use the state sum-
maries to show that his plan
would help meet the needs of
their constituents.
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Iran blamed Israel on Monday
for a sabotage attack on its

underground Natanz nuclear
facility that damaged its cen-
trifuges, an assault that imper-
ils ongoing talks over Tehran’s
tattered nuclear deal and brings
a shadow war between the two
countries into the light.

Israel has not claimed
responsibility for the attack. It
rarely does for operations car-
ried out by its secret military
units or its Mossad intelli-
gence agency. However, Israeli
media widely reported that
the country had orchestrated a
devastating cyberattack that
caused a blackout at the nuclear
facility.

While the nature of the
attack and the extent of the
damage at Natanz remains
unclear, a former Iranian offi-
cial said the assault set off a fire
while a spokesman mentioned
a “possible minor explosion.”

The attack also further
strains relations between the
U.S., which under President Joe
Biden is now negotiating in
Vienna to re-enter the nuclear
accord, and Israel, whose Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
has vowed to stop the deal at all
costs.

Netanyahu met Monday
with U.S. Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin, whose arrival in
Israel coincided with the first
word of the attack. The two
spoke briefly to journalists but
took no questions.

“My policy as prime min-
ister of Israel is clear: I will
never allow Iran to obtain the
nuclear capability to carry out
its genocidal goal of eliminat-
ing Israel,” Netanyahu said.
“And Israel will continue to
defend itself against Iran’s
aggression and terrorism.”

At an earlier news confer-
ence at Israel’s Nevatim air
base, Austin declined to say
whether the Natanz attack
could impede the Biden
administration’s efforts to re-

engage with Iran in its nuclear
programme.

“Those efforts will contin-
ue,” Austin said. The previous
American administration
under Donald Trump had
pulled out of the nuclear deal
with world powers, leading
Iran to begin abandoning the
limits on its atomic program set
by the accord. But German
Foreign Minister Heiko Maas
expressed concern that it could
affect the talks. “All of what we
are hearing from Tehran is not
a positive contribution to this,”
Maas told reporters.

In a statement, the White
House said it was aware of the
Natanz attack and that “the U.S.
Was not involved in any man-
ner,” without elaborating.
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Prime Minister Boris
Johnson urged people to

continue to “behave responsi-
bly” as shops, hairdressers,
restaurants, pubs and gyms
reopen their doors on Monday
in the latest stage of the coro-
navirus lockdown easing in
England.

People were seen queuing
overnight outside some cloth-
ing stores and also some pubs
and restaurants, which are now
allowed to serve customers
outdoors. Social mixing indoors
remains heavily restricted and
people are still expected to
work from home where possi-
ble to minimise the amount
they have to commute.

“I’m sure it will be a huge
relief for those business own-
ers who have been closed for so
long, and for everyone else it’s

a chance to get back to doing
some of the things we love and
have missed,” Johnson said.

“I urge everyone to con-
tinue to behave responsibly
and remember ‘hands, face,
space and fresh air’ to suppress

Covid as we push on with our
vaccination programme,” he
said. According to some media
reports, the UK PM will be
among some of the first in line
to get his haircut ahead of a
special House of Commons

session for tributes to the late
Prince Philip, the Duke of
Edinburgh, who passed away
on Friday.

Under this stage of the
lockdown easing roadmap laid
out by the government, public
buildings such as libraries and
community centres can reopen.
Most outdoor attractions
including zoos, theme parks,
and socially-distanced drive-in
performances can reopen.

Some smaller outdoor
events such as fetes, literary
fairs, and fairgrounds can take
place; weddings, civil partner-
ship ceremonies, wakes and
other commemorative events
can take place for up to 15 peo-
ple. People are not allowed to
visit each other’s homes and
socialising indoors remains
prohibited outside of house-
holds and support bubbles.

The Metropolitan Police

also urged people to exercise
caution as it prepared to
enhance patrols in busy areas
of London.

“The Met is ready to wel-
come back people to the streets
of London. We will be stepping
up our patrols to busy high
footfall areas, to look out for
everyone’s safety and to disrupt
any criminal activity,” said
Deputy Assistant
Commissioner Jane Connors,
the Met Police’s lead for Covid-
19 response.

“Of course, where we need
to take action against those
who dangerously flout the rules
we will do. While the case rate
has declined in London, we
have seen the concerning posi-
tion in northern Europe. It is
important that we all stick to
the rules so further lockdowns,
or restrictions, are avoided,” she
said.
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People across Britain flocked
to shed shaggy locks and

browse for clothes, books and
other “non-essential” items as
shops, gyms, hairdressers,
restaurant patios and beer
gardens reopened Monday
after months of lockdown.

British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson urged people to
“behave responsibly” as the
country that has had Europe’s
deadliest coronavirus outbreak
took a big step on its roadmap
toward a resumption of nor-
mal life.

Monday brought the eas-
ing of restrictions that have

been in place in England since
early January to suppress a
surge in infections linked to a
more transmissible new virus
variant first identified in the
southeast of the country.

Long lines formed outside
some stores, including a
branch of Nike Town on
London’s busy Oxford Street,
and pubs and restaurants with
outdoor space reported a flood
of bookings.

Helen Dickinson, chief
executive of the British Retail
Consortium, said businesses
that have endured months of
enforced closure were “excit-
ed and desperate” to welcome
customers back. 

Berlin: The German govern-
ment aims to agree on a bill
Tuesday that would shift more
powers from state to federal
authorities to set pandemic
restrictions.

The country’s decentralised
political system has resulted in
an often confusing patchwork
of rules and regulations to
reduce coronavirus infections
in Germany’s 16 states.
Government spokesperson
Steffen Seibert told reporters on
Monday that the goal of the bill
is to have a single nationwide
rule for all areas where there are
more than 100 new weekly
cases per 100,000 inhabitants.
AP

Thimpu: When plotted on a
graph, the curve of Bhutan’s
Covid-19 vaccination drive
shoots upwards from the very
first day, crossing Israel, United
States, Bahrain and other coun-
tries known for vaccinating
people rapidly.

Those countries took
months to reach where they
are, painstakingly strengthen-
ing their vaccination cam-
paigns in the face of rising
coronavirus cases. But the story
of Bhutan’s vaccination cam-
paign is nearly finished — just
16 days after it began.

The tiny Himalayan king-
dom wedged between India
and China has vaccinated near-
ly 93 per cent of its adult pop-
ulation since March 27. Overall,

the country has vaccinated 62
per cent of its 800,000 people.
The rapid rollout of the vaccine
puts the tiny nation just behind
Seychelles, which has given jabs
to 66 per cent of its population
of nearly 100,000 people. Its
small population helped Bhutan
move fast, but its success has
also been attributed to its ded-
icated citizen volunteers, known
as “desuups,” and established
cold chain storage used during
earlier vaccination drives.

Bhutan received its first
150,000 doses of the
AstraZeneca vaccine from
neighbouring India in January,
but the shots were distributed
beginning in late March to
coincide with auspicious dates
in Buddhist astrology. AP

Cairo: For Ramadan this year,
Magdy Hafez has been longing
to reclaim a cherished ritual:
performing the nighttime
group prayers called taraweeh
at the mosque once again.

Last year, the coronavirus
upended the 68-year-old
Egyptian’s routine of going to
the mosque to perform those
prayers, traditional during
Islam’s holiest month.

The pandemic had dis-
rupted Islamic worship the
world over, including in Egypt
where mosques were closed to
worshippers last Ramadan.

“I have been going to the
mosque for 40 years so it was
definitely a very, very, difficult
thing,” he said. “But our reli-
gion orders us to protect one

another.” Still, “It’s a whole
other feeling, and the spiritu-
ality in Ramadan is like noth-
ing else.”

Egypt has since allowed
most mosques to reopen for
Friday communal prayers and
for this Ramadan it will let
them hold taraweeh, also with
precautions, including short-
ening its duration. 

Ramadan, which begins
this week, comes as much of
the world has been hit by an
intense new coronavirus wave.
For many Muslims navigating
restrictions, that means hopes
of a better Ramadan than last
year have been dashed with the
surge in infection rates though
regulations vary in different
countries. AP
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Lebanon’s outgoing minister of
public works said Monday

that he has signed a decree that
would increase the area claimed
by the Mediterranean country in
a maritime border dispute with
Israel.

Public Works Minister
Michel Najjar told reporters
that he has signed an amend-
ment of the decree that would
formally extend Lebanon’s
claims by 1,430 square kilome-
ters (550 square miles). 

The unilateral move by
Lebanon is likely to anger Israel
and the U.S. Who are not
expected to recognise Beirut’s
extension of the disputed area.

Lebanon and Israel began
indirect talks with U.S.
Mediation in October to reach
a deal over the disputed area that
is believed to be rich with oil and
natural gas deposits. 

The meetings that stopped
few weeks later were being held
at a UN Post along the border of
the two nations that remain
technically in a state of war.

The negotiations were the
first non-security talks to be
held between the two coun-
tries, which have no diplo-
matic relations following
decades of conflict. Resolving
the border issue could pave
the way for lucrative  oil and

gas deals on both sides.
In late October, the

Lebanese delegation to the talks
— a mix of  army generals and
professionals — offered a new
map that pushes for an addi-
tional 1,430 square kilometers
(550 square miles).

This area is to be included
in Lebanese territory on top of
the already disputed 860 square
kilometer- (330 square mile-)
area of the Mediterranean Sea
that each side claims is within
their own exclusive economic
zones.

Najjar said, however, that
the decree still required the sig-
natures of the defense minister,
prime minister and president to
go into effect.

The announcement came as
US Under Secretary of State for
Political Affairs David Hale was
expected in Lebanon later this
weeks to meet Lebanese officials.

Lebanon is passing through
its worst economic and financial
crisis in its modern history and
had plans to start drilling in
search for oil and gas in the dis-
puted area this year.

Israel has already devel-
oped offshore natural gas rigs,
producing enough for domestic
consumption and export abroad.
Lebanon hopes that its own oil
and gas discoveries will help alle-
viate its long-running  eco-
nomic troubles. AP
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ABlack man died after being
shot by police in a

Minneapolis suburb during a
traffic stop and crashing his car
several blocks away, sparking
violent protests that lasted into
the early hours Monday as
officers in riot gear clashed
with demonstrators and the
man’s mother called for calm.

The man was identified by
family as 20-year-old Daunte
Wright, and he died Sunday in
a metropolitan area already
on edge and midway through
the trial of the first of four
police officers charged in
George Floyd’s death.
Minnesota Gov. Tim Walz
tweeted he was praying for
Wright’s family “as our state
mourns another life of a Black
man taken by law enforce-

ment.”
Speaking before the con-

frontation in Brooklyn Center
between protesters and law
enforcement, Daunte’s mother,
Katie Wright, attempted to
curb any unrest.

“All the violence, if it keeps
going it’s only going to be
about the violence. We need it
to be about why my son got
shot for no reason,” she said to
a crowd near the shooting
scene. 
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“Bengal won’t tolerate your arrogance,
tolabaaz, cut money syndicate because
people want ‘asol poribartan’ (real change),”
he said adding “Didi has been talking
about Khela Hobey but the truth is Khela
for her is Shesh (ended)… on May 2 Didi
Jacchhe (going),” said the PM. 

Lapping up a proverbial “full toss”
delivery during election times proffered by
one of Mamata Banerjee’s lieutenants
Sujata Mondal Khan who reportedly
equated the State’s dalits with beggars, the
Prime Minister said “Didi’s nominees
abuse Bengal’s dalit people calling them
beggars… Nobody thought that such
words would be said in Bengal and by
someone so close to the Chief Minister,”
wondering why Banerjee would not apol-
ogise for the statement given by one of her
lieutenants.

The Prime Minister on Monday held
rallies in Nadia and North 24 Parganas dis-
tricts both of which have overwhelming SC
population. In an interview, Sujata Mondal
had alleged attacked the SC community
saying that, “the SCs here (in Bengal) are
beggars by nature. Even after getting so
much of service from Mamata Banerjee,
they are selling their votes to the BJP.”
Incidentally the speaker herself is come
from the same community.

Once again using the “Didi-o-Didi”
dig that has been objected to by the TMC
leaders as base he asked “is calling anyone
Didi o Didi wrong or humiliating … it is
giving honour to someone … I have seen
in the WhatsApp how little children are
using the same Didi o Didi lines these
days…”

Saying that the Chief Minister had
been “bowled out” from the day elections
started from Nandigram, the Prime
Minister said the Chief Minister had
betrayed the people of Bengal after she

came to power with the slogan Maa-Maati
Manush (motherly mother land and
human beings).

He said the voters of Bengal had hit so
many fours and sixes that BJP had already
completed a century (of seats) in the first
4 phases of Assembly polls. “They have
wiped out the Trinamool in half the
match (aadhe mein poora saaf),” he said.

“She ruled Bengal in the name of Maa
Maati Manush for 10 years … and she has
done such a mess that now instead of list-
ing her success she is only using the name
of Modi, Modi, Modi,” he said adding how
“TMC Government promoted syndicate
raj, tolabaji (extortion) and criminaliza-
tion.”

On her part,  Mamata Banerjee  went
all guns blazing at Prime Minister for
“crossing all lines of dignity” while refer-
ring to her.

“I have seen so many Prime Ministers
but not a person like this,” theChief
Minister said from an election rally at Dum
Dum in the northern fringes of Kolkata.
“I feel really ashamed at the way he talks
and at the way he does caricature of oth-
ers” a fuming Chief Minister said in an
apparent reference to the Modi’s “Didi o
Didi” digs.
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As on Monday cumulatively,
10,45,28,565 vaccine doses have been
administered through 15,56,361 sessions,
as per the provisional report till 7 AM.
These include 90,13,289 healthcare work-
ers (HCWs) who have taken the 1st dose
and 55,24,344 HCWs who have taken the
2nd dose, 99,96,879 frontline workers
(FLWs) (1stdose), 47,95,756 FLWs
(2nddose), 4,05,30,321 1st dose benefi-
ciaries and 19,42,705 2nd dose beneficia-

ries more than 60 years old and 3,20,46,911
(1st dose) and 6,78,360 (2nd dose) bene-
ficiaries aged 45 to 60.
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Additional Chief Secretary
(Information) Navneet Sehgal appealed to
the people not to go to crowded areas and
wear masks when they leave the house.

“Arrangements are being made to
implement a strategy to control the infec-
tion. The number of beds (in Covid hos-
pitals) has been increased and there is ade-
quate availability of medical oxygen in the
state,” he said and asked people not to get
swayed by rumours.

Sehgal said that since April 11, Tika
Utsav was being celebrated in 6,000 cen-
tres and their number had been increased
to 8,000. He said so far the first dose of
Covid vaccine had been given to 75.76 lakh
people and 12.70 lakh people had been
administered the second dose of the vac-
cine. Thus, he said, a total of 88 lakh vac-
cine doses had been given to people.

Sehgal said there were 23,937 con-
tainment zones in the state. He advised the
people to cooperate with the government
machinery and follow the restrictions
imposed by them.

Additional Chief Secretary (Medical
and Health) Amit Mohan Prasad said the
capacity of Covid testing had been
increased. He said a total of 1,93,379 sam-
ples were tested in the last one day out of
which 89,000 samples were tested through
RT-PCR.

Meanwhile, with 3892 fresh infections
reported in Lucknow on Monday, the
active cases in the district climbed to
23,090. As many as 21 patients suc-
cumbed to Covid-19 while 958 recovered.
Across the state, 13,685 people tested pos-
itive while 72 patients died. The fresh cases

included 1,417 from Varanasi, 1,295 from
Prayagraj, 716 from Kanpur, 474 from
Gorakhpur and 336 from Meerut, cata-
pulting the case tally to 7,05,619.
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In September last year, Dr Reddy’s
partnered with the Russian Direct
Investment Fund (RDIF) to conduct clin-
ical trials of Sputnik V and for its distri-
bution rights in India.

Sputnik V uses two different disarmed
strains of the adenovirus, a virus that caus-
es the common cold, as vectors to deliver
the vaccine dose. It is 91.6% effective
against symptomatic Covid-19 in the
interim analysis of phase 3 clinical trial,
which included data on 19,866 volunteers
in Russia.

Following record increase in Covid
cases and in view of the shortage of two
vaccines-Covishield and Covaxin which
are being administered presently under the
nationwide vaccination programme, health
experts had been asking the Government
to give approval to other shots as well to
meet the vaccine need in the country.
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The Minister said the decision to post-
pone the Classes 10 and 12 board exam-
inations was taken after consultations with
various stakeholders — students, teachers,
parents, elected representatives from across
parties, academicians & tech giants — in
the wake of rising coronavirus cases. “I also
thank @cmomaharashtra for his guidance
& approval,” she tweeted.

“During the consultations, various
alternative assessment options were eval-

uated keeping the health, well-being and
future of our students in mind. Postponing
exams seemed to be the most pragmatic
solution,” the Minister said.

Varsha said the State Government
would be writing to the CBSE, ICSE, IB,
Cambridge boards, requesting them to
reconsider their exams dates.

It may be recalled that on April 3, the
Maharashtra Government had — as a con-
sequence of the severe Covid-19 that the
State is reeling under — announced that
all State board students from Class 1 and
8 would be promoted to the next without
any examination. “In view of the ongoing
situation due to #Covid 19, all State board
students across Maharashtra State from
Class 1 to Class 8 will be promoted to the
next class without any examinations,” she
had tweeted.
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“Airlines are permitted to serve only
pre-packed snacks, meals and pre-packed
beverages on flights that have a duration
of more than two hours, subject to the con-
ditions include that in all classes, tray set
up, plates and cutlery will be completely
disposable with no re-use, or cleaned and
disinfected rotables will be used; Used dis-
posable trays/crockery’s /cutleries shall not
be used; In all classes, tea/coffee/alcoholic
and non-alcoholic beverage services will
be in disposable cans/containers/bottles
glasses and there will be no pouring ser-
vice. The servicing of in-flight meals
must be staggered among the adjacent seats
as far as possible,” it added. The Ministry
asked airlines to inform passengers before
the start of catering services by way of pas-
senger announcements.

The Ministry noted that currently
three strains of the SARS-CoV-2, which
causes the coronavirus disease, currently

in circulation in India have been detect-
ed in various countries. “All three variants
of the UK, South Africa and Brazil have
demonstrated increased transmissibility, as
reported by the World Health
Organization. Meanwhile in India, the
number of Covid-19 cases are increasing,”
it said. India has overtaken Brazil to
become the second-most affected country
globally in terms of Covid cases, after the
USA. India’s overall tally reached 1.35
crore, surpassing Brazil’s 1.34 crore cases.  

When scheduled domestic flights
were resumed on May 25 after coronavirus
lockdown last year, the Ministry had
allowed the airlines to serve in-flight
meals under certain conditions. 

Meanwhile, the surge in cases has
prompted Air India to opt for 100 per cent
pre-flight testing for crew operating non-
stops to US, UK, Canada and Australia. Air
India has also started post-flight testing for
crew on flights from UAE, UK and
Europe.

Scheduled international flights have
been suspended in India since March 23,
2020, due to the coronavirus pandemic.
However, special international passenger
flights have been operating under the
Vande Bharat Mission since last May and
under bilateral air-bubble arrangements
formed with 28 countries since July.  
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Meanwhile, the power generation
grew by 0.1 per cent in February.

The stock market remained in the
grips of bears throughout the day. In fact
, Sensex plunged by over 1,700 points
before it recovered marginally to settle
1,375.27 points or 4.61 per cent lower at
28,440.32. Similarly, the NSE Nifty fell
379.15 points, or 4.38 percent, to close at
8,281.10.



�What are the appropriate
number of antenatal checks
to ensure safe motherhood?

Pregnancy is divided
into three trimesters. In the
first trimester that is up till 12
weeks, once a month visit to
your doctor will suffice. From
12-28 weeks, once in 3/4
weeks is good for your doc-
tor to keep a check on you
and your baby. Then from 28-
36 weeks, it should be fort
nightly. After 36 weeks, your
doctor would need to check
you once a week since you’ll
be approaching your delivery
day.
�What diet and exercise to
follow to have a safe and
healthy motherhood jour-
ney?

One should have a bal-
anced diet in pregnancy.
Proteins in the form of puls-
es, eggs, chicken and fish
should be a part of your
meals. Adequate intake of
fruits and dry fruits is very
important. Milk and milk

products are a good source of
protein and calcium. Try to
have to have three major
meals with healthy snacking
in between. Exercising in

pregnancy
could be
as simple
as a daily
walk for 30-
40 minutes.
Stretching exer-
cises and yoga exercises
which are safe in pregnancy
and approved by your doctor
may be done under supervi-
sion. Exercise helps alleviate
minor aches and pains of
pregnancy and increases your
chances of having a natural
birth.
�Breastfeed is the best feed
in every motherhood jour-
ney. Why? 

Breast milk is packed
with nutrients and is hygien-
ic. Not to mention, it increas-
es the bonding between a
mother and her baby. It is
loaded with antibodies that
could protect your baby from
a variety of diseases. So try to
exclusively breastfeed your
baby for a minimum of six
months.

 ��
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summers, and watermelon
makes it to your priority list.
A refreshing and low
calories summer
fruit, it makes
watermelon all
the more
important to
have in the
season. 

It is made
up of around
90 per cent
water, which
makes the fruit
useful for staying
hydrated. It can also sat-
isfy a sweet tooth with its nat-
ural sugars.

It also contains antioxi-
dants. These substances can
help remove molecules known
as free radicals, or reactive

species, from the body. The
body produces free radicals
during natural processes, such

as metabolism. They can
also develop through

smoking, air pol-
lution, stress,

and other
environmen-
tal pressures.

The high
water con-
tent in water-

melon and
the other nutri-

ents help pro-
mote a healthy gut

by preventing constipa-
tion and promoting regularity
of bowel movements.

Watermelon juice may also
reduce muscle soreness and
improve recovery time follow-
ing exercise in athletes.

Soon after the reports of doc-
tors getting COVID positive
even after receiving both the
vaccine shots made head-

lines, the efficacy of the vaccine
came under question. With people
wondering why to get vaccinated if
one can anyway get infected with
Coronavirus, doctors believe it is
still the best bet.

“It is not correct to think that
getting vaccinated will prevent one
from catching the infection. A fully
vaccinated person can still be infect-
ed but the viral load of such a per-
son will be far less than someone
who is not vaccinated or partially
vaccinated. The antibodies pro-
duced by the vaccine helps in fight-
ing off the virus, which in turn,
reduces the chances of that person
transmitting the virus to other
people,” Dr Deepak Verma, Internal
Medicine, Columbia Asia Hospital,
Ghaziabad, tells you.

There are reports that not
administering the jab at the right
spot can be one of the reasons of  a
person catching the virus, howev-
er, Dr Verma dismisses all these
facts.

“The vaccines approved for
use in India are intramuscular in
nature and a vaccinated person get-
ting COVID has got nothing to do
with how a vaccine is administered
— there is no evidence so far that
a wrong way of administering a vac-

cine can affect its efficacy; howev-
er, it can increase pain, swelling and
reduce the range of motion in that
area,” he says.

Dr Arunesh Kumar, Senior
Consultant & Head Respiratory
Medicine/Pulmonology, Paras
Hospital agrees with Verma and tells
you that there is yet no vaccine that
guarantees 100 per cent protection
against the corona virus. 

“Even if you are vaccinated, you
must follow the safety rules suggest-
ed by doctors. Vaccination is a must
to reduce the transmission rate and
thus everyone must get it. Even after
receiving the COVID-19 vaccine,
we must continue taking all precau-
tions like the use of face cover or
masks, hand sanitisation and main-
tain distancing. These behaviours
must be followed both at the session
site and in general. Vaccination
reduces the severity of disease and
reduce the transmissibility of virus,”
he explains.

However, the rising concerns
may raise doubts in the mind of the
people about getting vaccinated.
But, experts say this is not the way
out.

“One shouldn’t be apprehensive
about getting the vaccination done.
While it doesn’t provide 100 per
cent efficacy, it is still the best bet.
Keeping in mind the current situ-
ation, it is imperative that we must
be on optimum guard. Even after

getting the vaccination done, one
must follow all the safety precau-
tions that are laid out by the
Government. Becoming compla-
cent is one of the major reasons of
people catching the infection even
after the getting the jab,” Dr Verma
tells you.

Dr Satish Kaul, HOD and
Director, Internal medicine,
Narayana Hospital, Gurugram ,
says that vaccines are surely safe if
doses are taken within prescribed
time that too with all required pre-
cautions. 

“We need to understand that
vaccine basically provides protec-
tion from the severity of the disease;
it saves us from getting chronical-
ly sick. It potentially saves us prac-
tically from ICU, ventilators and
oxygen support, it helps to weaken
the mechanism of disease in human
body. Hence, vaccine beneficiaries
are supposed to continue wearing
masks, maintaining social distanc-
ing and COVID appropriate behav-
iour even after getting vaccinated,”
he suggests.

Also after taking second dose
be extra cautious for at least two
weeks, follow all precautionary
measures. “Experts believe that
one has to not get infected for at
least two weeks after getting the sec-
ond dose in order for the vaccine to
be effective. Hence, these two weeks
are the most crucial,” Kaul adds.
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World Parkinson’s Day is celebrated on April 11 in the mem-
ory of Dr James Parkinson’s birthday. It was in 1817, in a

landmark essay, Essay on the Shaking Palsy based on the obser-
vations of six patients, he described the cardinal signs of
Parkinson’s disease, which included, posture, festination of gait
and tremors. More than later 200 years the Parkinson’s disease
remains a clinical diagnosis based on the physician’s observa-
tion of the symptoms of the patient.

Early signs and symptoms: The most common early symp-
tom of Parkinson’s disease is tremors. The typical Parkinsonian
tremors are called pill rolling tremor, it looks like as if the per-
son is rolling pills. The most important characteristics of these
tremors are that they are asymmetric, and usually start on one
side and are suppressed during actions. For example, if the patient
wants to drink a cup of tea the tremor will stop while drinking
but as soon as he puts down the cup, and the hand starts to rest,
the tremor will start. The other common presenting symptom
is slowness. Many patients complain that their hand has
become slow or the range of the hand movement has decreased.
This leads them to seek opinion from Orthopaedic doctors where
the diagnosis gets little delayed. 

The third common symptom again associated with tremors
and slowness is the change in handwriting. It is not surprising
for many patients to be diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease fol-

lowing change in handwriting.
The typical change in handwrit-
ing is that when they start to
write, the letters are legible and
of proper height but as the sen-
tence progresses, they contin-
ue to decrease in the height,
and they become illegible. In
medical terminology we call
this micrographia.

Some patients present with
alteration in the gait. This is a
more common feature in
Parkinson Disease affecting
patients above 60 years of age.
There gait becomes slow and
shuffling. Many times, this gets
attributed to old age and hence
there is a delay in the diagno-
sis. 

Once again, the clue here is asymmetry, one leg becomes slow-
er than the other. It looks like the patient has developed a mild
paralysis and is dragging his feet. Another form of gait difficul-
ty is freezing. Where the legs stick to the ground and it is diffi-
cult for patient to move forward. This is more pronounced when
the patient walks through narrow corridors or in a crowded space.
Occasionally if the gait disturbances is not detected early and
diagnosed correctly it leads to falls and many patients present
with falls, however, falls are not the first symptoms of Parkinson
disease and if patient is suffering from falls than either he is an
advanced Parkinson’s disease patient or is suffering from some
other disorders. 

The third symptom that James Parkinson’s described was
stooped posture. Usually, this is also attributed to old age, if it
occurs in elderly. The change in the posture comes little later.
Some of the subtle symptoms of Parkinson disease that can get
unnoticed are unexplained constipation, sleep disorders, lack of
smell, mask like face and speech disturbances. Many of these
appear much before even the tremor begins. 

Parkinson’s is more commonly seen in elderly patients above
60 years of age. However, a small percentage of patients present
below the age of 40 years. These patients are known as young
onset Parkinson’s disease. A very small percentage of patients can
get this disease below the age of 20 years and this is called Juvenile
Parkinson’s disease.

The diagnosis essentially still remains clinical. When there
is a doubt about the diagnosis, specialised investigations like MRI
or SPECT scans are performed to exclude other pathologies.
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Remaining hydrated at
times is the key to
prevent a heat stroke.

Drinking plenty of water is
the golden rule here. If the
nature of your work keeps
you outdoors, which one
should avoid at all costs
keeping in mind the rising
COVID cases, carry a bot-
tle of water with
you.

Peak sun
hours are
from 10
am to 4
pm. Try
and avoid
going out
during this
time.

Onions are
great to prevent a
heatstroke. Eat them in any
form, though raw would be
best.

The juice of coriander

or basil leaves are also very
effective in keeping the
body cool.

Drink coconut water a
couple of times in a day.

Wear light fabrics that
allow your body to breathe
can keep you cool. Cotton is
the best options. 

Lighter shades do not
absorb heat and helps

to keep the body
cool. 

Wear loose
fitting clothes.

E a t
healthy. Yogurt
is a great cool-

ing food
and easy

t o
digest.

Eat more
fruits that are high
in water content. Drink at
least two glasses of butter-
milk. 

With rising temperature, it is
essential to keep oneself

hydrated at all times.
ROSHANI DEVI shares

home concoctions that can 
help keep your body 

hydrated and cool
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INBRIEF
Boosting immunity is on everyone’s

cards, more so because of raging
fury of Coronavirus. Ginger, tulsi,
garlic and what not, people want to
have it all. To solve their woes, while
also enhancing their experience of hav-
ing tea, Vahdam India’s 100 per cent
culinary grade Pure Matcha is expert-
ly blended with authentic Indian super-
foods to bring forth the gift of focus,
energy and nutrition. 

Matcha is known to have 137X
antioxidants than regular green tea.
A known rich source of anti-oxidants,
Japanese Matcha green tea improves
focus and aids in boosting metabo-
lism. Combined with various other
Indian superfoods, and adding to its
existing range of Japanese matcha
green teas, Vahdam India continues
to please tea lovers with good health.

Cocoa Japanese Matcha Green
Tea: A scrumptious guilt-free treat,
with the rich sweetness of Cocoa and
the woody kick of cinnamon, this is a
perfect drink to get started with a
matcha wellness routine — for focus
and immunity. Price: �699 for 50
grams.

Ashwagandha Japanese Matcha
Green Tea: With the soothing effects
of ashwagandha and the spicy notes of
cinnamon & black pepper, this blend
combines Ayurvedic wisdom with the
exceptional effects of Matcha. A per-
fect brew to help alleviate stress, focus
better and rejuvenate yourself. Price:
�699 for 50 grams.
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The second wave of COVID-19 is far
deadlier than what it was last year.
This time round, the cause for alarm

is two-fold. First, even those who have been
vaccinated have tested positive. Second,
more and more children are falling victim
to the virus. An AIIMS report in November
2020 revealed that almost 40 per cent of all
the persons who tested positive for coron-
avirus across age groups were found to be
asymptomatic and 73.5 per cent, the high-
est proportion of asymptomatic cases was
reported among children below the age of
12. 

Come March 2021, and the number of
children who have tested positive has
reached alarming proportions. Dr Merlin
Moni, Division of Infectious Diseases,
Amrita Hospital, Kochi says that scientific
explanation for the increase in the number
of cases in kids is at present incomplete.

“However, they are issues specific 15
children which could contribute to current
increasing number. All schools reopening
with challenges on mask, social distancing,
rising community spread and lack of vac-
cine for them is making them vulnerable.
Studies have already proven that there
could be as much as three times increased
number of cases with school reopening. In
addition, there could be variants which are
evaluating especially in the scenario of com-
plete vaccination,” Moni explains. Another
reason, one is told, could be due to: New
viral variant which will alter behaviour of
the virus.

There is a silver lining though. Most of
the vaccines which are already being
approved for the adults could be used in chil-
dren but the phase II, III, IV trials are lag-
ging for them.

“Many vaccines have already complet-
ed trials in adolescents (above 12 years) and
have generated safety and efficacy profile of
the vaccine, similar to over18 years’ age
group. However, the trials in special popu-
lations including younger age group is on
its way. Pregnancy and lactation are other
categories for which data regarding vaccine
use is lagging. The solution to this situation
bears no shortcuts,” Moni tells you.

Another  plus is that while more chil-
dren are getting infected and becoming
symptomatic as compared to the first wave,
the number requiring intensive care is
negligible. 

Dr Rachna Sharma, senior consultant,
Paediatrics ICU, Centre for Child Health,
BLK Super Speciality Hospital in the Capital
tells you that the situation is definitely alarm-
ing at present. “As compared to last year,
even asymptomatic kids are now testing pos-
itive. There is no single reason for this. The
new variant, no masks, no social distancing
when an adult in the house tests positive are
some of the reasons,” she tells you.

The solution is simple. First, keep the
kids indoors at all times. “Second, when an
adult in the house tests positive keep them
away.  The young, people under 45 need to
be extremely careful since the vaccine
doesn’t include them. One has to behave like
responsible citizens. The fact that so many
doctors have also tested positive goes to
show there is need to tread with caution.
Third, wearing a mask, maintaining social
distancing, not go out and when adults do
so, maintain COVID-19 SOP and keep away
from social gathering can go a long way in
keeping the children as well as the adults
safe,” Sharma says.
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Aseason that provided the flick-
ers of a title challenge is now

turning into the worst of Jose
Mourinho's managerial career.

Of all the managers to inflict
Tottenham’s 10th loss of the Premier
League season, it was Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer, who replaced Mourinho
at Manchester United.

Maybe that explains why
Mourinho was so irritated with
Solskjaer after a 3-1 home loss to
United saw Tottenham fall six points
from fourth place. That spot is occu-
pied by West Ham again after the
east London club beat Leicester 3-
2 on Sunday.

The post-match focus at
Tottenham was less on Edinson
Cavani's diving header that put
second-place United 2-1 in front
and more on the circumstances that
denied the forward the game's
opening goal.

Cavani had slotted through
Hugo Lloris' legs after the ball was
rolled into his path by Paul Pogba.
But then the goal was ruled out after
a lengthy VAR review penalized
Scott McTominay for a push on Son
Heung-min who went tumbling to
the ground.

“The game has gone ... if that's
a clear and obvious error,” Solskjaer
said.

“We shouldn't be conned but I

have to say, if my son stays down like
this for three minutes ... and he
needs his 10 mates to help him up,
he won't get any food.”

Mourinho bristled at Solskjaer’s
criticism of Son, who did go on to
break the deadlock in the 40th
minute.

“Sonny is very lucky that his
father is a better person than Ole
because I think a father you always
have to feed their kids, it doesn't
matter what they do,” Mourinho
said.

“If you steal to feed your kids,
you steal. I am very, very disappoint-
ed. Like we say in Portuguese,
‘Bread is bread, cheese is cheese.’ I
told Ole what I think about his com-
ments.”

After discovering what Solskjaer
had said in a TV interview and
quickly challenging him on it,
Mourinho was disappointed not to
be asked for his reaction in the news
conference.

“It’s really sad that you don’t ask
me about it,” Mourinho said.

“It’s really sad you don't have the
moral honesty to treat me the way
you treat others.”

Never before in a career that has
seen Mourinho win domestic titles
with Porto, Chelsea, Inter Milan and
Real Madrid has the Portuguese lost
as many as 10 league matches in a
season.

While David Moyes another
former United manager could be
leading West Ham into the

Champions League for the first
time, Mourinho is set to miss out at

a second attempt at qualification
with the 2019 beaten finalists.

United’s comeback began in
the 57th when Fred teed up Cavani
for a shot that was parried by Hugo
Lloris and the Brazilian followed up
with his first Premier League goal
since 2018.

Having denied Bruno
Fernandes, Lloris was beaten again
in the 79th when the Portugal mid-
fielder's nutmeg helped to set up
Mason Greenwood for a cross that
Cavani got on the end of with a
header.

And Greenwood put further
gloss on the win in the sixth minute
of stoppage time by scoring after
Pogba and Cavani combined to set
up the English forward for a shot
that Lloris got a touch to but could-
n't keep out.

“I’m not going home upset with
my players,” Mourinho said. “They
gave what they can.”

Mourinho had enjoyed a 6-1
win at United in October and
Tottenham had been top of the
standings in December.

But Tottenham has fallen to sev-
enth place, while Solskjaer is still on
course to deliver the team's highest
finish since being runners-up three
years ago under Mourinho.

The Premier League trophy
seems out of reach for United with
Manchester City 11 points ahead.
While United is still in contention
for the Europa League, Mourinho
has a League Cup final meeting with

Manchester City in two weeks.
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Jesse Lingard took his goal tally

to eight in nine appearances since
joining West Ham on loan from
Manchester United. The win
allowed West Ham to dislodge
Chelsea and move back into fourth
place.

Lingard volleyed in the opener
and tapped in a second before
halftime after being set up by
Jarrod Bowen, who added the third
three minutes into the second
half. Kelechi Iheanacho scored twice
for Leicester but the third-place
team couldn't produce an equaliz-
er.
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Alexandre Lacazette scored

twice either side of Gabriel
Martinelli’s tap-in as Arsenal nudged
last-place Sheffield United closer to
relegation with a 3-0 victory. A first
clean sheet in 14 matches in all com-
petitions moved Mikel Arteta's team
up to ninth.

�� �������������
Allan Saint-Maximin came off

the bench to set up Jacob
Murphy’s equalizer for Newcastle at
Burnley and then scored himself to
seal a 2-1 win. It moved Newcastle
six points clear of the relegation
zone.

LONDON: Tottenham forward
Son Heung-min became the latest
Premier League player to be target-
ed with racist abuse on social
media following a match.

The South Korea international
was involved in an incident which
saw a goal from Edinson Cavani
ruled out in the first half as
Tottenham lost 3-1 to Manchester
United.

Scott McTominay was adjudged
to have fouled Son in the buildup
to what would have been the open-
ing goal of the game.

Son, who scored Tottenham's
goal, was targeted with racist insults
both in replies to a tweet from
Tottenham's official account and in
the comments section on his most
recent Instagram post.

"Another matchday and more
abhorrent racial abuse suffered by
one of our players," Tottenham said
in a statement.

"This has again been reported
to the platforms and we shall now
undertake a full review alongside
the Premier League to determine
the most effective action moving
forward. We stand with you, Sonny."

Twitter and Facebook-owned
Instagram have declined interview
requests recently from The

Associated Press to discuss how
they are working to eradicate racist
abuse sent to footballers.
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Hideki Matsuyama almost
turned down his first

chance to play the Masters. It
was a month after a devastat-
ing earthquake and tsunami in
Japan, disasters that killed
thousands and destroyed much
of the region he called home in
March 2011.

He decided to play a month
later, only because he thought
it would lift spirits.

A decade later, he lifted his
country again — becoming
Japan’s first man to win a golf
major. Matsuyama’s one-shot
victory over Will Zalatoris at
Augusta National made him
the Masters champion, easily
the biggest moment for the
sport in his golf-crazed home-
land.

“I can’t say I’m the greatest,”
Matsuyama said. “However,
I’m the first to win a major, and
if that’s the bar, then I’ve set it.”

He was the greatest this
week at the Masters, bar none.

History will say he won the
tournament on Sunday with a
final-round 73, but really, he
won it on Saturday with a blis-
tering finish that put him atop
the leaderboard for good. He
went 6-under on a seven-hole
stretch of the back nine in the
third round, the decisive spurt
that nobody could match. Even
the final margin on Sunday was
perhaps a bit misleading; it only
tightened up when Matsuyama

made three bogeys in his final
four holes, though the lead
never seemed threatened.

Matsuyama finished at 10-
under, 278. Zalatoris was at 9
under, Jordan Spieth and
Xander Schauffele were tied for
third at 7 under, and Jon Rahm
and Marc Leishman tied for
fifth at 6 under. Justin Rose,
who jumped out in front
Thursday with a 65, finished
seventh, five shots back.

“It’s thrilling to think that
there are a lot of youngsters in
Japan watching today,”
Matsuyama said. “Hopefully in
five, 10 years, when they get a
little older, hopefully some of
them will be competing on the
world stage. But I still have a lot
of years left, so they are going
to have to compete against me
still.”

Message to those kids:
Good luck. Matsuyama is only
29.

He moved from No. 25 to
No. 14 in the world rankings,
and will be welcomed back to
Augusta National for Masters
week for the rest of his life —
one of the many perks that
come once someone claims a
green jacket.

“I think it’s really good for
the game of golf globally,”
Spieth said. “He’s a great young
player who inevitably was
going to win major champi-
onships, in my opinion.”

It turned out to be a
Masters finish like none other,

capping a week that was mem-
orable for who was there, who
wasn’t there for long and who
couldn’t be there at all.

Lee Elder — the first Black
player in the Masters when he
broke the tournament’s color
barrier in 1975 — joined Jack
Nicklaus and Gary Player for
the ceremonial tournament-
opening tee shots on Thursday
morning. By the time nightfall
arrived Friday, defending
champion Dustin Johnson was
done after missing the cut by
two strokes. And five-time
Masters winner Tiger Woods

wasn’t at Augusta National to
play or even take part in the
Champions dinner, his recov-
ery from a car crash in Los
Angeles ongoing at his Florida
home.

Woods wasn’t seen. Not
long after Matsuyama won, he
was heard, or at least read.

“Making Japan proud
Hideki,” Woods wrote on
Twitter. “Congratulations on
such a huge accomplishment
for you and your country. This
historical (at)TheMasters win
will impact the entire golf
world.”

He’s not wrong.
Japan is already set to play

host to the Olympics this sum-
mer, delayed a year because of
the coronavirus and still a
thorny subject for many in that
country who wonder if the
Tokyo Games should be held at
all.

The golf event at those
Olympics is scheduled for the
Kasumigaseki Country Club,
the place where Matsuyama
won as an amateur to secure
that first trip to Augusta
National in 2011 — where he
visited Butler Cabin to receive

the prize as the low amateur
that week. A decade later, he
returned to Butler Cabin, this
time for Johnson to slip the
green jacket over his shoulders.

“I’m really looking for-
ward to the Olympic Games in
Tokyo,” Matsuyama said. “If I
am on the team, and maybe it
looks like I will be, I’ll do
my best to represent my coun-
try, and hopefully I’ll play
well.”

He takes nothing for
granted. There’s no way the
Masters champion won’t be a
pick for the Japanese Olympic
team, but since it’s not official
yet, he wouldn’t act as if it
was.

And he might have seemed
cool and collected Sunday,
when in fact he was anything
but. He didn’t sleep well or as
late as he wanted, felt pangs of
nerves on the first tee and
pushed his first swing of
Sunday into the pine straw off
the right side of the fairway. He
made bogey, Zalatoris started
birdie-birdie, and an overnight
four-shot lead was down to
one.

Matsuyama calmed down
right away. The lead was never
lost. Eventually, the Masters
had been won. And when it
was over, Shota Hayafuji —
who got his first win as
Matsuyama’s caddie — brought
the pin back to the 18th hole,
then removed his cap and
bowed to the course.

NEW DELHI: Two assistant coach-
es at the national camp for Indian
women boxers here have tested pos-
itive for COVID-19 and quarantined
with mild symptoms.

The development was confirmed
to PTI by a source close to the team,
which is training at the Indira
Gandhi Indoor Stadium here.

“Two women coaches have test-
ed positive so far. They have been
quarantined but the camp is pro-
gressing as scheduled,” the source
said.

This comes after 10 members of
the men's contingent in Patiala,
including national head coach CA
Kuttappa, were found positive in tests
conducted a few days ago.

It is also learnt that following the

positive reports of the two coaches,
who are down with fever, other
members of the camp were also test-
ed on Monday.

“Some of the boxers have also
been unwell but none of them are
from the Olympic-bound group.
The results of the tests conducted at
the camp on Monday are still await-
ed,” the source said.

Nine Indian boxers -- five men
and four women -- have so far qual-
ified for the Olympics in Tokyo.

The next major assignment for
the Olympic-bound group is the
Asian Championships in Delhi from
May 21 to 31.

The women’s team for that has
already been announced and will be
spearheaded by six-time world

champion M C Mary Kom (51kg).
The other women boxers who

have made the cut for Tokyo apart
from Mary Kom are Simranjit Kaur
(60kg), Lovlina Borgohain (69kg)
and Pooja Rani (75kg).

Among the men, Amit Panghal
(52kg), Manish Kaushik (63kg),
Vikas Krishan (69kg), Ashish Kumar
(75kg) and Satish Kumar (+91kg)
have qualified for the July-August
quadrennial showpiece, which had to
be postponed by a year because of the
pandemic.

India has witnessed a massive
surge in its COVID-19 case load in
the past few days with lakhs of fresh
cases being reported. Delhi record-
ed over 10,000 cases on Sunday.

(PTI)

MILAN: Inter Milan continued the march to its
first Serie A title in more than a decade as it beat
relegation-threatened Cagliari 1-0.

Defender Matteo Darmian scored the only
goal of the match in the 77th minute as Inter
found it tougher than expected against a side
fighting for Serie A survival.

Coach Antonio Conte ran onto the field to
celebrate with his players. The win restored
Inter's 11-point advantage over second-place AC
Milan, which won 3-1 at Parma on Saturday.

“I sprinted to go and hug the boys. I want
to share in the joy with them and praise them
for an immense effort this past week,” Conte said.

“The group knows that my staff and I are
ready to fight for them and it's right to share
these emotions.”

Juventus beat Genoa 3-1 but the nine-time
defending champion remained 12 points behind
Inter, which is bidding for a first league title since
2010.

“I keep repeating that there are fewer and
fewer games left and each win is worth six points
for us,” Conte said. “It’s not easy to be under con-
stant pressure but we're getting used to it. We’ve

grown so much in two years, in all aspects.
“We need to keep playing to win, to contin-

ue to pedal to the max. We’re not a team that
can afford to make any calculations and I like
winning too much ... We're approaching our goal
but we're not there yet.”

Cagliari, which was five points from safe-
ty, was without first-choice goalkeeper Alessio
Cragno after he contracted the coronavirus on
Italy duty so Guglielmo Vicario made his Serie
A debut.

His first save was a tough one in the 11th
minute but he managed to push Christian
Eriksen's powerful attempt out.

Inter had the best chances but Vicario
managed to keep the score goalless while at
the other end Samir Handanovic was barely test-
ed.

Stefan de Vrij headed a corner off the bar
in the 69th and Inter finally found the break-
through shortly after. Achraf Hakimi played a
one-two with Romelu Lukaku on the right side
of the area before rolling across for Darmian to
slide in at the back post and fire in from close
range.

CHARLESTON: Veronika
Kudermetova of Russia won
her first WTA title, coming up
strong on the big points to beat
Danka Kovinic 6-4, 6-2 at the
Volvo Car Open.

The 23-year-old
Kudermetova did not drop a set
in six matches on the way to the
championship at the season’s
first clay-court tournament a
feat last accomplished here by
Serena Williams in 2012.

Kovinic, also seeking her
first title, sailed a forehand long
on match point, making the
fifth first-time winner this sea-
son on the WTA.

“I really enjoyed the play
here,” Kudermetova said to the
few dozen people watching as
she held the championship
trophy up high.

The tournament was
closed to the general public
because of the coronavirus
pandemic. It was canceled last
year.

Matches were also shuffled
to a secondary court with the
main stadium undergoing a 50
million renovation.

None of that mattered to
Kudermetova, who’ll cherish
this win as if she played in a full
house.

“Of course, it means a lot,”
Kudermetova said. “I'm really
happy and proud of myself at
my first title.”

Kudermetova didn’t feel

confident when the week
began. Her only other appear-
ance in Charleston was first-
round loss in 2019 and she was-
n’t sure how she'd perform on
the slower surface.

On Saturday night,
Kudermetova had trouble
calming her nerves at the
prospect of her first tourna-
ment crown.

When she stepped on the
court, though, she channeled
her performances of the past
week to take control against
Kovinic.

“It’s an amazing week for
me,” she said. “I played really
well. I think I deserved this tro-
phy.”

Kudermetova, the 15th
seed, relied on her serve and
forehand to push past Kovinic,
of Montenegro, who had
defeated three seeded players to
advance to the final.

Trailing 3-2 in the opening
set, Kudermetova fought off
three break points to hold
serve, then took three of the
final four games.

Kudermetova trailed again
in the final set, 2-1, but rallied
again. She let out a scream
when she won a point at deuce
in the fifth game, which she
subsequently won to go ahead
3-2. Kudermetova had an ace
clocked at 123 mph to win the
next game. She closed things
out a few minutes later.
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The Indian men's hockey team
registered a comprehensive 3-

0 win over reigning Olympic cham-
pions Argentina in the second
match of the FIH Pro League here
to jump to the fourth spot in the
points table.

Goals from Harmanpreet Singh
(11th minute), Lalit Upadhyay
(25th) and Mandeep Singh (58th)
on Sunday gave the visitors a
deserved triumph over Los Leones,
adding three more points to the two
they had claimed against the hosts
in Saturday's shoot-out, which
earned them a bonus point.

By virtue of this win, India,
with 15 points from eight games,
climbed up to fourth place in the

FIH Hockey Pro League standings,
moving one point ahead of
Australia having played the same
number of games.

India, Argentina and Australia
will play against each other at the
forthcoming Olympic Games,
where they have been drawn in

Pool A alongside Spain, New
Zealand and home favourites Japan.

Argentina sit sixth in the FIH
Hockey Pro League standings, with
11 points from 12 games.

Argentina started brightly and
would have been ahead had it not
been for some excellent saves from
India goalkeeper Krishan Bahadur
Pathak, who twice denied Martin
Ferreiro. Harmanpreet then con-
verted India's first penalty corner
of the game in the 11th minute.

Lalit doubled India's lead when
he showed lightning quick reactions
in the second quarter, pouncing on
a save from Argentina custodian
Juan Vivaldi to slot home. The
strike gave the visitors a deserved
reward after a lengthy period of
probing possession.

The result was confirmed two
minutes from the final hooter
when Mandeep fired home from
close range, losing his footing but
keeping his composure to guide an
backhand effort into the net.

"I think we defended well," said
India goalkeeper Pathak, who was
named Player of the Match.

"They are good in defence but
we created a lot of chances. We
scored the goals, so that is good for
us. We have to work on a lot of
things, in defence, in midfield also.

"We have to learn from this
match. Today we did a lot of good
things, but we still have to work (to
do)."

India will next travel to Great
Britain for the two-leg tie on May
8 and 9.
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The newly-built multi-pur-

pose hall at Chowk Stadium
was named after former
Governor Lalji Tandon on
Monday. Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath virtually inaugurat-
ed the hall which has a seating
capacity of 1000. On this occa-
sion Lalji Tandon Foundation
felicitated national level players
of handball, hockey, football,
kabbadi, wrestling and taek-
wondo. Regional sports officer
Jitendra Yadav honoured
Sanskar, Abhiraj, Khushi,
Manisha, Uma, Arpita, Shivani,
Atul, Vimal, Rohan, Mukesh,
Shehzad and Shivam for their
outstanding contribution in
their respective sport.  
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Cricket Association

Lucknow on Monday conduct-
ed UPCA zonal trials for

under-23 and under-14 age
categories. Over 170 players
from Lucknow, Unnao, Hardoi,
Bahraich, Lakhimpur, Sitapur,
Shravasti, Bareilly,
Shahjehanpur, Pilibhit and
Badaun took part in the trials.
Trails were held under the
watchful eyes of Nasir Ali and
Mohd Amir Khan.
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Dhruv Sports Promotion

defeated Panthers Cricket
Academy by five wickets to
enter the final of Mumtaz
Begum Memorial Cricket
Tournament at KD
Singh ‘Babu’ Stadium on
Monday.
BRIEF SCORES:
PCA: 123 (Vikas Sinha 44,
Sumit 18, Raushan 17; Harshit
11/2, Aman 24/2, Sushant 25/2)
DSP: 126 (Varun 70, Aman 18,
Ashwani 14; Ishaan 35/3)
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Fresh from their clinical display against
Sunrisers Hyderabad, two-time champions

Kolkata Knight Riders will look to set the
record straight against nemesis Mumbai
Indians in their second match here on
Tuesday.

They have won just once in their last 12
games against MI, and have an overall lop-
sided 6-21 head-to-head record.

Having missed the last two playoffs, KKR
looked a completely different unit, in the man-
ner in which they defeated SRH on Sunday.

Be it the aggression shown by the top-
order or the explosive finish by Dinesh
Karthik, KKR’s displayed a fearless approach
under skipper Eoin Morgan.

The left-right opening combination of
Nitish Rana and Shubman Gill started to
attack right from the first ball, clearly indicat-
ing that the new approach had Morgan’s suc-
cess mantra written all over it.

But on Tuesday it will all boil down to bat-
tle of wits between Morgan and Rohit Sharma,
under whose captaincy MI has
won a record fifth IPL title last
season in UAE.

MI will pose real chal-
lenge for KKR as the title
hoders would be desperate to
secure their first win of the sea-
son after their two-wicket loss to
Royal  Chal lengers
Bangalore in the IPL
opener.

KRR found it easy
against SRH bowlers,
which lacked fire-
power but in Jasprit
Bumrah and Trent
Boult, MI attack
will be a complete-
ly different propo-
sition.

Gill’s struggle
to bat at T20
pace has
been a
concern
for KKR
and it
will be

interesting to see the young
opener’s approach against
the finest in the business. In
his debut match for MI,
Chris Lynn was their top-
scorer, albeit with some
stroke of luck as he sur-
vived some edges and
mishits.

But now with
Quinton de Kock avail-

able for selection, MI
may  may go back to
their preferred left-
right opening com-
bination of Rohit
and de Kock.
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Sanju Samson’s sensational hundred
on his captaincy debut went in vain

as young pacer Arshdeep Singh held his
nerve in the final over to help Punjab
Kings pull off a thrilling four-run win
over Rajasthan Royals in a high-scoring
IPL game here on Monday.

KL Rahul (91 off 50) and Deepak
Hooda (64 off 28) powered Punjab
Kings to an imposing 221 for six after
being put in to bat on a batting beauty.

Samson almost took Royals home
with a breathtaking 119 off 63 balls but
was caught off the game's final ball with
left-arm pacer Arshdeep defending 13
runs in the last over.

Samson, who effortlessly struck
seven sixes and 12 fours, was so confi-
dent of taking his team home that he
refused a single to Chris Morris on
penultimate ball of the game when
Royals needed five runs off two balls. In
the end, it was not to be for Royals as
Punjab scraped through.

Chasing 222, Rajasthan lost open-
er Ben Stokes (0) early. Arshdeep then
removed Manan Vohra (12) as he
lobbed a regulation return catch, leav-
ing Royals in trouble at 25 for two.

Samson and Jos Buttler (25), who
struck four successive boundaries off
Riley Meredith, tried to take the game
deep with a 45-run stand. Pacer Jhye
Richardson pegged Rajasthan back by
cleaning up Buttler.

Samson, who was dropped twice,
completed his fifty with a boundary and
kept playing his shots to keep his team
in the game despite losing partners at
the other end.

Royals fetched 26 runs from the
14th and 15th over and then Murugan
Ashwin conceded three sixes in the 16th
over, as Royals amassed 20 runs, to bring
down the equation to 48 runs from the
last four. Samson hammered Richardson
for two boundaries and a six in the 18th
over, in which Royals got 19 runs and
took his team on the cusp of a fine win

before falling short.
Despite the win, Punjab will be wor-

ried that their expensive fast bowling
recruits from Australia, Jhye Richardson
and Riley Meredith, leaked 55 and 49
runs respectively in their four overs.

Earlier, Rahul smashed seven fours
and five sixes while Hooda, playing his
first game since the last IPL, plundered
six maximums and four boundaries to
fire Punjab past 200.

They lost opener Mayank Agarwal
(14) early, who edged it back to Samson
for IPL debutant Chetan Sakariya's
first wicket.

He ended being the pick of the

bowlers, conceding only five runs in the
20th over. Rahul, who got his first four
with a glance to the fine-leg fence, and
Chris Gayle (40 off 28) gave the team a
good start with their 67-run stand.

Rahul got a life' after Ben Stokes
dropped him at the fence in the seventh
over even as Gayle, looked in his ele-
ments.

The duo then took on Stokes, as
Gayle hit his 350th IPL six, a pull over
deep square in the 8th over with Punjab
racing to 70 for one.

Gayle was dropped by leggie Rahul
Tewatia (0/25) off his own bowling and
the very next ball, the left-hander

smashed a six. However, in the 10th
over, Riyan Parag (1/7) removed Gayle,
who was holed out to Stokes in the deep.

Rahul then changed gears and got
to his fifty with a six over Shivam Dube's
(0/20) head in the 13th over. Hooda
then smashed two maximums in the
same over and then struck three sixes
off Shreyas Gopal (0/40) in the next as
Punjab went ballistic.

It was Rahul and Hooda's show at
the Wankhede that made the difference
to their total as the duo tore into the
opposition attack on way to to their 105-
run stand.

Courtesy their monstrous hitting,

Punjab added 111 runs in the final eight
overs. Hooda, who had made a 62
against CSK in his last competitive game
in November, had stormed out of the
Baroda camp ahead of the Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy after claiming
that Krunal Pandya misbehaved with
him. Hooda was subsequently sus-
pended.
BRIEF SCORES:
Punjab Kings: 221/6 in 20 overs (K L
Rahul 91, Deepak Hooda 64; Chetan
Sakariya 3/31).
RR: 217 for 7 in 20 overs (Sanju
Samson 119; Arshdeep Singh 3/35,
Mohammed Shami 2/33).
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The BCCI is likely to stick to
three teams for the Women’s

T20 Challenge tournament, usual-
ly held during the IPL play-offs.

The Board had planned to
increase the exhibition event to four
teams last year but it will continue
to be a three-team affair due to the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Since the delayed IPL was held
in the September-November win-
dow last year, the Women’s
Challenge clashed with the WBBL,
making the Australian players
unavailable.

“As of now the plan is to have
three teams. A final decision will be
taken shortly. There is a good
chance that it will be held in Delhi.
Talks are on with the leading
Australian and England players,” a
BCCI official said on Monday.

The last edition, comprising
four games, was held in Sharjah as
the IPL play-offs took place in
Dubai and Abu Dhabi.

The decision on the event
could be taken during BCCI’s

Apex Council meeting on April 16,
when the appointment of Indian
women’s team support staff and its
Future Tours Programme will also
be discussed.

The Indian players have been

badly short on match practice
amid the pandemic. India played
their first series in a year last
month when they lost both the
ODI and T20 series to the visiting
South African team.
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Bayern Munich midfielder
Joshua Kimmich is con-

vinced the holders can beat
Paris Saint-Germain at the Parc
des Princes on Tuesday in their
Champions League quarter-
final second leg to reach the last
four.

“I believe that we will
progress, because we’re the bet-
ter team,” Kimmich told the
club’s website.

Bayern need to overturn a
3-2 defeat from last week’s first
leg in Munich.

“We were the better team in
the first leg, but unfortunately
the result didn’t correspond to
the performance,” added
Kimmich.

“Nevertheless, I’m confi-
dent that we can still turn it
around in the second leg.”

Despite peppering the PSG
goal with 31 shots, 12 on target,

Bayern lost the first leg at home
after Kylian Mbappe converted,
twice, and Marquinhos scored as
PSG had just four shots on tar-
get.

“In the first leg, they threat-
ened three times and scored
three times,” said Kimmich.

“Apart from that, I don’t
remember Paris having that
many chances.

“Overall, our attack had
more possession and more
chances. Now we have to take
these chances.”
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South Africa levelled their
four-match T20

International series against
Pakistan with a comfortable
six-wicket win in the second
match at the Wanderers in
Johannesburg on Monday.

Left-arm spinner George
Linde and fast bowler Lizaad
Williams took three wickets
each as Pakistan were restrict-
ed to 140 for nine in their 20
overs. 

Captain Babar Azam
made 50 for Pakistan.

Aiden Markram led an
aggressive South African reply,
hitting 54 off 30 balls, and the
hosts romped to victory with
six overs to spare.

Stand-in captain Heinrich
Klaasen made 36 not out from
21 balls and added 49 runs for
fifth wicket with George Linde
(20 off 10 balls, 2 sixes).

The third game of the
four-game series is  on
Wednesday. 
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