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Delhi-London economy
class air ticket priced at C4
lakh! Yes, that is the price tag
for a Delhi-London British
Airways flight for August 26.
Following an outcry over the
exorbitant hike in airfares by
airlines after the United
Kingdom (UK) allowed Indian
travelers to enter the country,
with certain conditions from
Sunday, the DirectorateGeneral of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) has asked airlines to
submit details of fares, they
have been charging for IndiaUK flights in August.
A round trip between New
Delhi and London by Air India
in general cost somewhere
between C55,000 to C70,000,

but the prices skyrocketed just
before August 8, the day the
UK moved India from the
‘Red List’ to the ‘Amber List’,
thus allowing Indian travellers
to visit London.
On Saturday, Sanjeev
Gupta, Secretary, Inter-State
Council Secretariat, Union
Home Ministry, had complained on Twitter that an
economy class ticket on British
Airways’ Delhi-London flight
for August 26 was priced at
C3.95 lakh. He added that the
economy class ticket on the

Delhi-London flights of Vistara
and Air India for August 26
was also priced between C1.2
lakh and C2.3 lakh amid the
rush for college admissions in
the UK. The relaxation from
UK, too, has come at the time
when huge traffic is expected
on the Delhi-London route
because of the admissions.
Officials of the DGCA said
that it has asked the airlines that
operate India-UK flights currently to submit details about
their fares. According to officials, the data collected by the

!WT[SU^a\PZX]VSTa^VPc^ah
_^bcbPVPX]bcYdSVTbYdSXRXPah
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he CBI has arrested two
T
more persons in an ongoing investigation of a case
relating to making derogatory
posts on social media against
judges and the judiciary.
The two arrested accused,
Pattapu Aadarsh and Lavanuru
Samba Siva Reddy, will be produced before the Competent
Court, Guntur, Andhra
Pradesh, officials said.
Earlier on July 28, the
agency had arrested two
accused — Dhami Reddy
Konda Reddy (currently in
judicial custody) and Pamula
Sudheer (currently in police
custody till August 10).

The first arrest in the case
was made by the CBI on July 9.
The accused Lingareddy
Rajasekhar Reddy, earlier
working in Kuwait, was also
remanded to judicial custody
by the court.
Till now, five people have
been arrested by CBI in the
case. The CBI had registered a
case on November 11 last year
against 16 people and took over

the investigation of 12 FIRs
from the CID, of Andhra
Pradesh. The cases were taken
over by the CBI in pursuance
of the orders of the Andhra
Pradesh High Court in
response to a writ petition.
The original FIRs were
registered on the complaints
from the Registrar General of
the Andhra Pradesh High
Court. The cases were registered under various sections of
the Indian Penal Code relating
to promoting enmity between
various groups on grounds of
religion, intentional insult and
criminal intimidation besides
relevant provisions of the
Information Technology Act.
Continued on Page 2
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DGCA on Sunday shows the
minimum one-way economy
class fares on the Delhi-London
nonstop flights during August.
The fares range from C1,03,191
to C1,21,356 for Vistara and
C1,28,916 to C1,47,544 for
British Airways on different
days this month. For Air India
and Virgin Atlantic the minimum fare this month is
C1,15,936 and C1,28,916,
respectively.
Vistara, which currently
operates flights on the DelhiLondon as well as the MumbaiLondon route, said on Sunday:
“Pricing is always a function of
supply and demand. There are
only 15 flights a week allowed
currently on the India-UK
route for Indian carriers and
when there is relaxation and
more capacity allowed, it will
automatically bring down
prices.”
While there have been
lower and upper limits on all
domestic airfares in India since
May 25 last year, no such limits have been imposed on international airfares.
Continued on Page 2
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he National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Sunday
T
conducted searches at multiple
locations in 14 districts of
Jammu & Kashmir (J&K) in
connection with the Jamaat-eIslami (JeI) terror funding case.
The searches were conducted in conjunction with
the Jammu & Kashmir Police
and the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) at 56 locations in
Srinagar, Budgam, Ganderbal,
Baramulla,
Kupwara,
Bandipora, Anantnag, Shopian,
Pulwama, Kulgam, Ramban,
Doda, Kishtwar and Rajouri
districts of the Valley.
The agency conducted the
searches at the premises of
office-bearers of the banned
association, its members and
also offices of trusts purportedly run by the JeI. During the
searches, various incriminating
documents and electronic
devices were seized from the
premises of the suspects.
The case was registered by
the NIA on February 5 this year
following an order from the
Union Home Ministry relating
to separatist and secessionist
activities of the JeI, under the
Unlawful
Activities
(Prevention) Act, even after its
proscription on February 28,
2019, the agency said.
“The members of the
organisation have been collecting funds domestically and
abroad through donations particularly in the form of Zakat,
Continued on Page 2
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rom pizzas to free air travel,
rewards are raining on the
F
Indian athletes who won medals
for the country at the Tokyo
Olympics. As a token of appreciation, Go First, previously
known as GoAir, on Sunday
announced free travel for all six
Indian athletes and the men’s
hockey team who won medals
at the Tokyo Olympics.
Bengaluru-based regional
carrier Star Air, which connects

0cW[TcTbUa^\8]SXPcPZTPbT[UXTSdaX]VcWTR[^bX]VRTaT\^]hX]cWT>[h\_XR
BcPSXd\PccWT!!>[h\_XRb^]Bd]SPhX]C^Zh^

13 cities in India, offered the
medal winners a lifetime of free
travel. IndiGo airlines had
announced on Saturday that it
would offer unlimited free air

?C8

travel to javelin thrower Neeraj
Chopra, who won the only
Gold medal for India, for one
year.
Continued on Page 2
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he Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR)
T
has said that a study on mixing
and matching of two Covid-19
vaccines — Covaxin and
Covishield — showed better
immunogenicity than two
doses of the same vaccine.
The study was conducted
on 18 people of Uttar Pradesh’s
Siddharth Nagar who mistakenly received doses of two separate vaccines a few months
ago.
The finding of the study,
which has been uploaded on
medRxiv, but is yet to be peerreviewed showed that immunisation with a combination of
an adenovirus vector platformbased vaccine, followed by
inactivated whole virus vaccine,
was not only safe but also
delivered better immunogenicity.
Covishield, manufactured
by Pune’s Serum Institute of
India, is the adenovirus vector
platform-based vaccine, while
Covaxin, developed and man-

ufactured by Bharat Biotech
and the ICMR, is the whole
virus vaccine.
The subject expert committee of the Central Drugs
Standard Control Organisation
had in July recommended a
trial of mixing Covishield and
Covaxin. The trial will be conducted by the Christian
Medical College in Vellore on
300 healthy volunteers.
While that will be a proper clinical trial to investigate the
effectiveness of the cocktail of
Covishield and Covaxin, the
ICMR’s
study
titled
‘Serendipitous Covid-19
Vaccine-Mix in Uttar Pradesh,
India:
Safety
and
Immunogenicity Assessment
of a Heterologous Regime’ was
based on the goof-up that took
place in May. There was no
immediate adverse impact of
the mix-up on the beneficiaries.
Now, a further study has
revealed that the mix-up has
actually worked in their favour

as the beneficiaries have more
protection than those who
have received two shots of the
same vaccine.
“Though India so far has
followed
homologous
approaches (two doses of one
vaccine) with Covishield and
Covaxin, eighteen individuals,
under the national programme,
inadvertently
received
Covishield as the first jab and
Covaxin as the second,” it said.
“To the best of our knowledge, this is the first study
which reports the effects of heterologous prime-boost vaccination with an adenovirus vectored vaccine followed by an
inactivated whole virus vaccine,” the researchers said.
The researchers compared
the safety and immunogenicity profile of those people who
received two doses of different
vaccines, against that of individuals receiving either
Covishield or Covaxin.
Continued on Page 2
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Mussoorie: For the first time,
two women officers joined
Indo Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP)
as
Assistant
Commandants on Sunday after
they passed out from ITBP
Academy in Mussoorie. The
rank ceremony was held at the
Academy in presence of
Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami.
The ITBP started the
appointment of woman combat
officers as company commanders through UPSC/CAPF
exams in 2016. The two officers
are Prakriti and Diksha (both
officers go by their first name).
The two women combatised officers who are part of 42
Assistant Commandants (GD)

and
11
Assistant
Commandants (Engineer) participated in the passing-out
parade conducted at the academy.
Prakriti is an electrical
engineer and Diksha is the
daughter of serving Inspector
Kamlesh Kumar in the ITBP.
During the passing-out
parade, CM Dhami told the
officers, "You are lucky that you
have got the opportunity to
serve ITBP, which is deployed
on the borders of Tibet and
China.
During the event, the IndoTibetan Border Police (ITBP)
force released the first-ever
book on its history titled
''History of ITBP''. The book

has been published in view of
making a reference volume for
factual history and knowledge
of the force to officers and its
troops. The paramilitary force
said the book will also be useful for administrative and training purposes for in-depth
details as the official history of
the force, informed the ITBP.
There was no such book on
the ITBP available till this publication,
said
ITBP
Spokesperson, Vivek Kumar
Pandey, adding "it contains
historical achievements of the
force since its inception". The
book is in English and reflects
different facts and facets about
historical developments in the
force over the years.
PTI
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of a shortage of land
the Capital, the Delhi
Inina view
Development Authority (DDA)

3Te^cTTb^UUTa_aPhTab^]cWT^RRPbX^]^U0\PePbhPX]Ua^]c^UcWTR[^bTS
:^]XP\\P]cT\_[TPWTPS^UcWTcWXaSfPeT^U2^eXS (X]2^X\QPc^aT^]Bd]SPh
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has requested the Union
Environment Ministry to allow
compensatory afforestation in
adjoining states if forest land is
acquired in the city for Central
projects.
The ministry''s Forest
Advisory Committee discussed
the issue in June-end and
requested additional information from Delhi authorities to
ascertain how the proposal for
relaxed compensatory afforestation norms can impact the city''s
green cover.
"There is very limited land
available in Delhi for compensatory afforestation. It had been
planned that 15 percent of

&DELQHW6HF\ZDUQVRIILFHUV 72c^WTPa218b_[TPX]8=G<TSXPR^aad_cX^]RPbT
allow inspection of documents kept in high level of corruption with wide ramRIDFWLRQLIWKH\IDLOWRDWWHQG
malkhana by the respondents/accused/ ifications on society and while the
accused have a right to a fair trial, the
he Delhi High Court is scheduled their counsel.
Besides, the CBI has also sought collective interest of the society cannot
to hear on Monday the CBI's plea
T
,'D\HYHQWDW5HG)RUW
in the INX Media corruption case setting aside the observations in the be impinged.
?C8 Q =4F 34;78

New Delhi: Cabinet Secretary Rajiv Gauba has warned officers invited
for the Independence Day function at the Red Fort that a "serious view"
will be taken if they fail to attend the event.
In a communication to the secretaries of all Union ministries and
departments, Gauba said the Independence Day flag hoisting ceremony at the Red Fort, from where Prime Minister Narendra Modi will also
address the nation, has its own significance and the officers invited for
the function are expected to attend.
"It has been observed that some of the invited officers fail to attend
the ceremony. This is inappropriate considering that the occasion is of
great national importance. There is clearly a need to remind the officers
that it is their duty to attend the Independence Day ceremony," he said.
In his letter, Gauba also said that in view of social distancing requirements due to the COVID-19 pandemic, officers of only joint secretary
level and above have been invited for the ceremony this year.
"You may suitably advice all officers of your ministry/department,
who are invited to the independence day ceremony, to attend the function. You may also like to caution them that a serious view can be taken
of their absence on this occasion," Gauba told the secretaries.
PTI
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he Confederation of Indian Alcoholic
Beverage Companies (CIABC) has, while welcoming the successful allotment of retail vends
through bidding, cautioned against high prices
of alcohol licences in Delhi and hoped that high
auction prices are not passed on to consumers
in the form of higher prices, or to manufacturers in the form of demands for undue discounts.
“Whilst we compliment Delhi Government
for high revenues collection, we also urge it to
ensure that such high auction prices are not
passed on consumers in form of higher prices,
or to manufacturers in form of discounts.
Neither of the two will be good for long term
health of the industry,” CIABC Director General
Vinod Giri said in a statement on Sunday.
“We hope that the bidders have made realistic estimates of revenues and expenses and are
able to achieve that without undue stress to themselves or to other stakeholders,” Giri added.
Notably, in the auction of liquor licences in
20 out of 32 zones in the National Capital after
the announcement of new liberalized excise policy, the Delhi government has earned a record
Rs. 5,300 crores, while another Rs.3,000 crores
are likely to be earned from the remaining auction of licences.
“There has been visible excitement and sense
of anticipation around the tendering for Delhi
liquor retail vends. The outcome has opened up
Delhi trade to experienced retailers, not only from
the city, but also from other parts of the country. It should help bring in new ideas and innovation to uplift the quality of liquor retailing in
Delhi. Distribution of licenses amongst diverse
groups should also weigh in against formation
of trade cartels which was and remains one of our
major concerns,” said Giri.
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From Page 1
This year is being seen as India’s best
showing at the Olympics yet, with athletes
finishing the campaign with one gold, two
silvers, and four bronze medals for the
country.
“A token of appreciation for those
who brought us glory at #Olympics2021.
We are happy to offer free travel on our
network for 5 years to all medal winners,”
Go First said in a tweet.
The airlines also tagged the Twitter
handles of the Indian athletes who won
medals at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. “The
seven Olympics medallists Mirabai Chanu
(weight-lifting), PV Sindhu (badminton),
Lovlina Borgohain (boxing), the men’s
hockey team, Ravi Kumar Dahiya
(wrestling), Bajrang Punia (wrestling) and
gold medallist Neeraj Chopra (javelin
throw) will be provided free air travel for
any Go First sectors for the next five
years,” Go First noted.
On the other hand, Star Air said it is
offering a lifetime of free air travel for the
Tokyo 2020 medal winners. “Star Air congratulates all the Indian Olympic
Champions of Tokyo 2020,” a tweet posted from the airlines’ Twitter handle read.

involving Congress leader P
Chidambaram and his son Karti. The
CBI has challenged a trial court's order
directing the agency to allow inspection
of documents kept in the 'malkhana'
(room where case properties are kept)
by the accused and their counsel.
The plea is listed for hearing before
Justice Mukta Gupta.
The high court had on May 18
stayed trial proceedings in the case
involving Chidambaram and his son
Karti.
It had also issued notice and sought
responses of Chidambaram and others
on the CBI's plea.
The CBI has sought to set aside the
special judge's March 5, 2021 order to
the extent that it directed the CBI to

order which says that the agency is
required to file or produce before the
court all the documents collected by it
during investigation.
The trial court had also said that the
accused are also entitled to copies of
such documents or inspections thereof, irrespective of the fact whether they
are being relied upon by the CBI or
not.The CBI had registered its case on
May 15, 2017, alleging irregularities in
a Foreign Investment Promotion Board
clearance granted to INX Media group
for receiving overseas funds of Rs 305
crore in 2007 during Chidambaram's
tenure as finance minister.
Thereafter, the ED had lodged the
money laundering case.
The CBI had said this case involved

9h^cXaPSXchPBRX]SXPR^]SdRcb
PTaXP[bdaeTh^UU[^^SWXcPaTPb
X]6fP[X^a2WP\QP[aTVX^]
Guna (MP),: Union Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia on Sunday conducted an aerial survey of flood-hit
areas of the Gwalior-Chambal region
and directed officials to restore public
services on priority.
Taking a jibe at Madhya Pradesh
Congress president Kamal Nath, who
conducted aerial surveys of the floodaffected region on Saturday, Scindia
said the former should have got down
to see the "ground reality".
“One should not confine himself just
to conducting aerial sur veys.
Whenever such visits are made..Those
conducting such visits should also get
down on the ground to see the actual
situation,”
Scindia told reporters when asked
about Nath's aerial sur vey.
Talking to reporters in Gwalior before
surveying in the morning, Scindia had
said the region had not witnessed such
devastation in the past four decades.
At least 24 people died and thousands
were evacuated to safety as rains
lashed the Chambal-Gwalior region of
north Madhya Pradesh earlier this
week.
On Sunday, state Home Minister
Narottam Mishra said the flood situation was improving following which
no rescue operation was undertaken.
He said nearly 14,000 people were staying in more than 230 relief camps in
the affected districts.
“The
ground situation is more important
than aerial surveys and that is why

The post included a graphic, showing ‘Free Air Tickets’ for Indian medalists.
Star Air is an Indian commuter airline based at Kempegowda International
Airport in Bangalore, Karnataka. It started operations in January 2019, offering
flights within Karnataka state as well as
to neighboring Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan as part of the
Central Government’s UDAN scheme.
Budget carrier IndiGo has announced
that it will offer unlimited free travel to
‘Gold Medallist’ Neeraj Chopra for a period of one year. The offer is applicable
from August 8, 2021, till August 7, 2022.
In a statement, Ronojoy Dutta, Chief
Executive Officer (CEO), IndiGo said,
“Neeraj we were all overjoyed to hear
about your remarkable achievement. You
have made the country proud, and I know
all IndiGo employees would be truly honoured to welcome you onboard one of our
flights.”
“With all humility, we would like to
offer you free flights on IndiGo for a year.
You have shown us what hard work,
resilience and passion can achieve and I
am sure you will be a torchbearer for
future Indian athletes. Well done, Neeraj”,
he said.

wherever I undertake such surveys, I
make it sure to visit those places on the
ground as well to assess the actual
problems being faced by the people.
“My feet are always rooted to the
ground. I don't believe in just aerial
surveys. Anyway, this is a crisis time
and the ruling party, as well as opposition members, are first the public servants, and therefore, they should serve
the people with dedication," the Guna
royal said.
After conducting the aerial survey,
Scindia discussed the situation with
ministers and officials. He asked them
to restore public services on priority.
Scindia also directed them to provide
relief money to the affected people
without delay and also the drinking
water. He said transmission lines and
transformers are repaired immediately and power restored. Also, he
asked officials to ensure speedy distribution of food grains even in those
areas where roads are damaged,
sources close to the minister said
quoting him.
Scindia also directed officials to
organise health camps in the affected
villages to check the spread of diseases.
He also criticized Congress for its stand
on COVID-19 vaccines and lockdowns.
"People are aware of the reality of
that party (Congress) and their ideology. They are not bothered about the
people's lives and believe in doing
cheap politics," he added.
PTI

"A fair trial is not what the accused
wants in the name of a fair trial but
must soothe the ultimate justice.
Although right of fair trial of the
respondents/accused was not infringed,
since all documents relied upon by petitioner-CBI were provided to the respondents/accused...," it has said.
It has added that it is trite that the
right to fair trial is not singularly
absolute, as is perceived, from the perspective of the accused and it also takes
within its ambit and sweep the rights
of the society at large.
The agency has contended that the
very essence of trial is to unearth the
truth for which the court cannot assist
the accused in search of a plausible
defence.

:WPccPaeXbXcbAPeX3PWXhPbW^\T
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Chandigarh: Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
met the family of wrestler Ravi
Dahiya, who won silver medal
at the ongoing Tokyo Olympics,
while Home Minister Anil Vij
went to Olympic gold medallist
Neeraj Chopra's home in
Panipat to congratulate his parents.
Dahiya's family and
representatives of Nahri village
in Sonipat expressed gratitude
to Khattar for boosting the
morale of sportspersons and
creating a harmonious environment for them to grow and
perform at the international
platform, according to an official statement here on Sunday.
The chief minister, while
congratulating the parents of
the wrestler at his native Nahri
village, also resolved several
issues of the area on the spot,
it said. Among the family
members present along with
other representatives were Ravi
Dahiya's father Rakesh and
uncle Mukesh Dahiya, members of the Nahri Gram
Panchayat and former sarpanch
of the village.
At star javelin thrower
Chopra's home on Sunday, Vij
congratulated the family, saying
he has made the country proud.
After honouring
Chopra's parents with a turban
and a shawl, Vij bowed down
and touched their feet.

"I have come to touch the
feet of the parents of the sonof-the-soil who has brought
laurels to the entire nation," he
told reporters later. Vij said,
"The country used to wait from
one Olympics to the other in
the hope of winning a gold in
athletics. That wait is over now
and Neeraj has fulfilled that
dream. His performance will
encourage
more
sportspersons to achieve
heights of glory."
Replying to a question, he
said if Chopra wants to set up
an academy to train youngsters,
the government will consider.
Chopra's father Satish said that
the Olympic champion will be
arriving in India on Monday
evening. He said once he is
back in the country will the
family know on which day he
will reach his hometown.
Meanwhile,
during
Khattar's visit to Dahiya's home,
village representatives presented a demand letter to the chief
minister in which grievances of
the people of the area were listed.
Khattar immediately
took up the grievances and
asked the officers concerned to
resolve them on priority basis.
Among the key issues, which
the representatives shared with
the chief minister, was the
problem of water drainage in
the area.
PTI
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The study showed that the immunogenicity
profile against Alpha, Beta and Delta variants in
the heterologous group was superior. “We compared the safety and immunogenicity profile of
them (18 individuals) against that of those
receiving either Covishield or Covaxin. Lower and
similar adverse events following immunisation in
all three groups underlined the safety of the combination vaccine-regime.
“The immunogenicity profile against Alpha,
Beta and Delta variants in the heterologous group
was superior and the IgG antibody and neutralising antibody response of the participants was
also significantly higher compared to that in the
homologous groups,” the study stated.
These findings have an important implication
for the Covid-19 vaccination programme wherein heterologous immunisation will pave the way
for induction of improved and better protection
against the variant strains of SARS-CoV-2, the
researchers underlined.
“Such mixed regimens will also help to overcome the challenges of shortages of particular vaccines and remove hesitancy around vaccines in
people’s mind that could have genesis in programmatic ‘errors’ especially in settings where
multiple COVID-19 vaccines are being used,” they
said.
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From Page 1
The UK Government had earlier
placed India on its ‘Red List’ barring
Indians from travelling to the UK in the
wake of the second wave of the pandemic in the country. Now that India has
been moved to the ‘Amber List’, Indians
are allowed to travel to the UK but will
have to follow the home quarantine
guidelines even if they are fully vaccinated as neither Covishield nor Covaxin
is recognised by the UK authorities. But
the relaxation will now ensure that students and professionals can travel to the
UK and can quarantine at home or in
any place of their stay. The airlines do
not have an unlimited quota of flights
between the UK and India which has
pushed up the demand. Scheduled
international passenger flights have
been suspended in India since March 23
last year amid the coronavirus pandemic. However, limited special international passenger flights have been
operating since July 2020 under the air
bubble arrangements formed with 28
countries, including the UK.

Delhi''s area will be set aside for
green cover.
This area is already saturated ... either due to plantation or
other public facilities coming up
on it. So, we don''t have vacant
non-forest land for compensatory afforestation," a DDA
official said. According to the
guidelines issued under the
Forest Conservation Act, compensatory afforestation is to be
carried out on suitable non-forest land, equivalent to the area
proposed for diversion, at the
cost of the user agency.
Compensatory afforestation
can also be raised in degraded
land, twice in extent of the forest area diverted, in case of the
projects implemented by the
Central government or public
sector undertakings.
The guidelines also state that

in exceptional cases where land
for compensatory afforestation
(CA) is not available in the same
state or Union Territory, nonforest or degraded land for CA
can be identified in any other
state or UTs for projects of the
central government or PSUs, the
official said.
"So, we have requested the
ministry to allow compensatory afforestation for central government projects in nearby
states as we have been finding it
very difficult to identify non-forest land in Delhi," he said.
In its latest meeting, the FAC
observed that any relaxation in
the compensatory afforestation
norms will "ultimately lead to
reduction in forest cover of
Delhi which is not a desirable situation for residents of Delhi in
the present and in the future".
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Amaravat: The Andhra
Pradesh Government on
Sunday reappointed Y V Subba
Reddy, Chief Minister Y S
Jagan Mohan Reddy’s uncle, as
the Chairman of Tirumala
Tirupati Devasthanams Board,
ending a lot of speculation
over his future.
Subba Reddy, a former MP,
ser ved as TTD Board
Chairman for a two-year term
till June this year.
Speculation had been rife
that he would be either sent to
the Rajya Sabha next year or
made a member of the AP
Legislative Council and inducted into the state Cabinet.

Though some other names
did the rounds for the coveted
TTD Chairman post, the Chief
Minister relied on his uncle
only, sources in the ruling YSR
Congress said.
Accordingly, Principal
Secretar y
(RevenueEndowments) G Vani Mohan
issued a formal order constituting the TTD Board with
Subba Reddy as Chairman as
per the AP Charitable and
Hindu Religious Institutions
and Endowments Act, 1987.
The other members would
be appointed shortly, the
Principal Secretary said in the
order.
PTI
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“It was alleged that the accused, by intentionally targeting the judiciary, made derogatory posts
on social media platforms against judges and judiciary, following some court verdicts delivered by
the judges of High Court of Andhra Pradesh,” the
agency said.
After registration of the case, CBI traced 13 of
the 16 accused named in the FIR in the case on various digital platforms. Three out of them were
found to be abroad. The CBI has so far examined
11 out of the 13 accused persons and arrested five
out of them, it said.
To investigate the larger conspiracy, the CBI has
also examined certain persons including an MP, former MLA and also continued investigation into the
role of other persons who were not mentioned in
the FIR. Action was also initiated by the CBI, after
it had registered this case to get objectionable posts
removed from the social media platforms, public
domains and a lot of such posts/accounts were
removed from the internet.

From Page 1
Mowda and Bait-ul-Mal
purportedly to further charity
and other welfare activities, but
these funds are instead being
used for violent and secessionist activities,” it said in a
statement.
The funds raised by JeI are
also being channelised to outlawed terrorist organisations
like Hizb-ul-Mujahideen
(HM), Lashkar-e-Tayabba
(LeT) and others through well
organised networks of JeI
cadres.
JeI has also been motivating impressionable youth of
Kashmir and recruiting new
members (Rukuns) in Jammu
and Kashmir to participate in
disruptive secessionist activities.
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he Delhi Government on
Sunday allowed students of
Class 10 to 12 to visit schools
from today for work related to
admission, practical activities
for board exam. It also allowed
the health checkup camps situated on school campuses to
resume.

Through an order issued
Sunday evening, the Delhi
Disaster
Management
Authority (DDMA) also permitted the opening of weekly
markets across the city from
Monday with a rider that the
vendors and visitors shall follow Covid-19 appropriate
behaviour.
The DDMA, however,

specified that schools, coaching centres and colleges will
remain closed for teaching
purposes. "Students of class 10
to 12 in the city are permitted
to visit their schools from
August 9 (Monday) for admission-related work including
counselling, guidance and
practical activities for board
exam.
"Health checkups and
referral services situated in
schools or conducted from
there can resume. Children of
all age may visit these centres
accompanied by their parents
or guardians," the DDMA
order stated.
It said the Directorate of
Education shall issue appropriate guidelines with respect to
these permitted activities to
ensure that COVID-19 protocols are followed and children
safety is ensured.
The order also said, "All
weekly markets are allowed
subject to strict compliance of
guidelines issued by the government. No unauthorised
weekly market is allowed to
function."
The order added that roadside weekly markets will not be
allowed.

elhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Sunday
launched a food distribution
programme for the homeless
living in Government
shelter homes across the
city.
The programme to distribute free food was launched
from a shelter home complex at
Sarai Kale Khan in association
with the Akshaya Patra
Foundation — a nonGovernment organisation.
Kejriwal emphasised on
how the Delhi Government
has completely transformed
the state of these shelters and
made them habitable as is the
duty of a sensitive and responsible government. The Urban
Development Minister of
Delhi Satyendar Jain and the
Chairman of the Akshaya
Patra Foundation Madhu
Pandit Dasa were also present
at the launch.
Speaking on the occasion,
Jain informed the gathering
that meals were being provided at the shelters since the onset
of the pandemic and will now
be permanently provided twice
a day in collaboration with
Akshaya Patra.
The chief minister said
“The poorest of the poor people reside in the shelter homes
operated by the Delhi
Government. They are those
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people who are forced to sleep
on roads and footpaths. They
come to the shelter homes to
protect themselves from the
harsh weather and get a place
to sleep. These people do not
make up the vote-bank of any
political party. After taking
charge of the Delhi
Government the first thing
we focused on was the
improvement of the shelter
homes.”
“The government has
transformed the condition of
the shelter homes in the past 67 years. We had to even
arrange for beds and living
utilities. Along with the minister, I myself inspected many

shelter homes. One can understand when the CM himself
inspects the shelter homes
then the entire bureaucratic
machinery is compelled to
work on the ground and
improve the projects,” he
added.
“At present, the condition
of the shelters is very good. As
many as 209 shelter homes
across the city are serving
6,000 people right now and
around 12,000 people reside in
them in the winters. In the last
6-7 years, you would not have
seen any news about the High
Court scolding the Delhi
Government over the shelters,” the CM said.
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he Delhi Skill and
Entrepreneurship
T
University (DSEU) has signed
a
Memorandum
of
Understanding (MoU) with
Mercedes Benz India to offer a
highly specialised one year
Advanced Diploma in
Automotive Mechatronics
(ADAM) course under the
Auto Mechatronics Research
Centre (AMRC) at the Okhla
campus.
At the MoU Exchange ceremony organised with the
senior leadership of the
University and Mercedes Benz
India, Shekhar Bhide, Vice
President, Customer Services
and Corporate Affairs while
addressing the event said, “It is
a pleasure for Mercedes Benz
India to partner with the
DSEU. The course curriculum
will include training in electrical and electronics technolog y embedded systems,
advanced automobile systems
engineering which will assist a
holistic development of students.”
He emphasised that “The
trainers will also be benefitted
from the course from capacity
building exercises. Both students and trainers will attend
guest lectures, go on field vis-

its, and be encouraged to enrol
for apprenticeships.”
The course will nurture
future automobile engineers
and provide experiential learning.
Bhide further added “It is
understandable that in today’s
day and age, students are most
concerned about placement
when they complete a course,
and hence, Mercedes Benz
India with DSEU will extend
placement support to all students. The admissions to the
course are expected to be
announced next month.”
Vice Chancellor Prof. (Dr)
Neharika Vohra said, “We are
extremely glad to have collaborated with such a distinguished and experienced
organisation. DSEU faculty as
well as its students will greatly
benefit from this highly
advanced course and get
insights of the field from an
entirely new perspective.”
Vohra further clarified,
“The University has been established with the idea to provide
the best opportunities to students to gain hands-on experience and inculcate industry
relevant skills. This partnership
is another step taken by the
University to bridge the gap
between industries and students”.
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Bomb on IGI in one to three
days,” said IGI in a statement.
On receiving the bomb
threat email, the Security
Operations Control Centre
(SOCC) at the IGI airport
also found out that a similar
threat message was received in
the recent past. The earlier
message received in March
also carried the names of the
same couple and a similar language detailing the bomb
threat.
“As per standard operating
procedure (SOP), the airport
took all security measures and
informed all concerned agencies and put duty personnel on
high alert. The SOCC also carried out an anti-sabotage check
at all terminals of the IGI airport. Security checks at all
access control points and vehicle parking points and at entry
nakas were also intensified,
according to the airport
authorities,” stated the IGI
statement.
“The BTAC was convened
to examine the bomb threat.
However, the threat was
declared non-specific at about
7:18 PM on Saturday, following
which the BTAC was terminated around 7:22 PM,” the
statement further added.

ith the arrest of three men, the
Delhi Police’s Crime Branch on
Saturday claimed to have busted a gang
allegedly involved in selling luxury cars
to buyers using forged bank documents. Police have also seized seven cars
from the possession of the accused.
The accused have been identified as
Rajeev Kumar (34), Vaibhav Rana (21)
and Vijender Rana (51), who operated in
the Delhi-NCR region and Uttar Pradesh.
Police said the gang usually got the
cars financed through different banks
using dummy applicants and later sold
them to buyers (victims) after getting the
vehicles cleared from transport authorities on submitting forged no-objection

certificates (NOCs) of banks from
where the vehicles were financed.
According to a senior police official,
on August 2, a complaint was also
received from one of the private banks
about the two cars financed by them to
two people and alleged that later it came
to their knowledge that the hypothecation of the bank has been removed from
Registration Certificate (RC) of both the
vehicles after making false representations and on the basis of forged documents submitted in the RTO. “During
investigation, local intelligence and
technical surveillance led to the arrest
of three men who were part of the gang
and seven vehicles were seized upon
their disclosure,” said the senior police
official.
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New Delh: The Delhi High Court has directed
the city Government to consider as representation a petition which seeks to "protect the life
of innocent street dogs" by ensuring their vaccination against canine distemper and parvo
virus.
A Bench of Chief Justice DN Patel and
Justice Jyoti Singh directed the authorities to
decide the representation as per law and policy and as early as possible and practicable.
The petitioner before court was lawyer Rahul
Mohod who claimed to have adopted several street
dogs in the last five years, five of whom "could not
survive due to poor medicare system in Delhi".
In his public interest litigation, Mohod said
that one of his dogs died a painful death after

contracting the canine distemper disease which
is "dangerous like Covid-19" as it is transmitted from one victim dog to a healthy dog by air.
"The petitioner got know by research that
Canine Distemper Virus was/is very dangerous
like Covid-19 with 100 per cent mortality rate.
It was a very difficult moment for the petitioner as his beloved small-adopted dog was dying
in front of him but he was helpless," the petition read.
Mohod argued that right to life under Article
21 of the Constitution of India was also applicable to street and strays animals who are entitled to the same protection and thus street dogs
ought to be vaccinated against canine distemper and parvo virus.
PTI
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he Delhi Police has arrested a man along with his
T
friend for firing shots during a
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Maharana Pratap Chowk, Atul
Kataria Chowk, IMT Manesar
Chowk, HUDA City Centre
station, Sukhrali Road, old
Delhi-Gurugram Road, Sector
30 underpass, Sector 22-23
Road, between Jawala Mill and
Dundahera and service lane of
the eastern side of the highway.
Many social media users
shared pictures of multiple
Gurugram stretches and streets
waterlogged after the rain.
Many residents took to
Twitter and complained about
waterlogging paralysing normal life in several parts of
Gurugram. Pictures and videos
of vehicles and people wading
through ankle-deep rainwater
are doing rounds on social

bomb threat email, warning of a possible attack by
the terrorist outfit Al Qaeda at
Indira Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA), was received by
Delhi Police on Saturday
evening. The police and other
security forces agencies have
also beefed up security as email
warned of an attack in the next
one to three days.
However, the threat was
later found to be ‘non-specific’
and the Bomb Threat
Assessment
Committee
(BTAC) was terminated from
the airport, after a search on
Saturday evening. “An extra
alert has been sounded and all
security measures have been
enhanced,” said an IGI official.
According to sources, an
email was received by police at
around 5:50 PM on Saturday
following which police alerted
the airport and the Airport
Operations Control Centre
(AOCC), with checks carried
out on the airport premises.
“The email stated that
Karanbir Suri alias Mohamad
Jalal and his wife Shaily Sharda
alias Haseena are coming to
India on Sunday from
Singapore and plan to put the

*DQJVHOOLQJOX[XU\FDUVXVLQJ
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eavy
rain
across
Gurugram led to flooded
roads on Sunday afternoon.
Several city roads and major
traffic junctions witnessed
waterlogging. However, due to
Sunday, the traffic was normal.
“Due to unprecedented
rainfall, few areas and roads had
got affected by water-logging on
Sunday. With the support of
engineering staff of civic bodies
and traffic police, excess water
was drained off and vehicular
movement was sustained,” said
a civic body official.
The
Delhi-Jaipur
Expressway was also witnessed
waterlogging. Not only highway and State highways
Gurugram's major roads like
Hero Honda Chowk, Signature
Tower, Rajiv Chowk, Huda
City Centre Road and more
were found to be waterlogged.
The “crucial points” where
the water logging witnessed are
Hero Honda Chowk, Rajiv
Chowk, Signature Tower
Chowk, Jharsa Chowk, Iffco
Chowk, Shankar Chowk,
Subhash Chowk, Sohna Road,
Golf Course Extension Road,
the main Sohna Chowk,
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media.
“We have improved upon
our city infrastructure in last
three years, which kept the city
running even during the heavy
downpour. We will learn from
our experiences and ensure
that areas and junctions which
experienced waterlogging, can
be improved upon for the
future,” a civic body official
added.
On the other hand, the
police department has done a
commendable job during and
after the rainfall as 2500 police
personnel including Station
House Officers (SHOs) were
deployed across the district to
ensure the stretches remained
clear.

birthday celebration in outer
Delhi’s east Paschim Vihar
area. They were arrested after
the police took cognisance of a
widely circulated video showing the man firing shots in the
air at the birthday celebration
organised on the rooftop of a
house.
The police said the purported video, posted on the
social media on the intervening night of Saturday and
Sunday showed the accused -Sumit Tanwar -- firing shots in
the air.
According to Parvinder
Singh,
the
Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Outer district, taking
cognizance of a video on social
media, a case under section 336
(act endangering life or personal safety of others) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) has
been registered at Paschim
Vihar East police station.
“During enquir y, the
rooftop in the video was identified. On August 4, Tanwar, a

resident of Guru Harkishan
Nagar here, was celebrating his
friend''s birthday at the house
at Pushkar Enclave in Paschim
Vihar, which is owned by
another of his friend, Abhijeet
Adana,” said the DCP.
“In the purported video,
Tanwar was seen firing a few
rounds in the air from a
firearm. The revolver used in
the firing belongs to Tanwar’s
friend Adana, which is being
verified. The two accused are
being questioned for recovery
of firearm,” said the DCP.
Tanwar’s father owns a factory of leather products in
Jaipur and the accused is looking after the office in Delhi,
while Abhijeet Adana is into
the property dealing business.”

New Delhi: Forty-five PSA
oxygen plants of 55.46 metric
tonnes capacity have been
commissioned in Government
hospitals in the national
Capital as part of preparations for a possible third wave
of Covid-19, health officials
have told the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority
(DDMA).
According to the officials,
around 160 PSA oxygen generation plants with a total
capacity of 148.11 metric
tonnes are being installed at

various government and private hospitals in the city.
While 66 plants are being
installed in Delhi government
hospitals, 10 are being set up in
central government hospitals
and 84 in private healthcare
facilities.
Forty-five PSA plants with
a capacity of 55.46 MT have
already been commissioned.
Eighteen such plants of 21.06
MT capacity will be commissioned by August 15, health
department officials said during a meeting of the DDMA on

Friday.
Ten PSA plants of 9.29
MT capacity will be commissioned by August 31 and three
plants of 5.67 MT capacity
will be ready by October 15,
they said.
Four liquid medical oxygen
(LMO) storage tanks of 221
MT capacity have already been
installed in the city.
Another such tank of 50
MT capacity has reached the
GTB hospital and will be
installed by August 10, the
officials said.
PTI
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enior Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader and MCD incharge Durgesh Pathak on
Sunday condemned the BJPruled municipal corporation
for allegedly planning to introduce proposal aiming to hand
over the functioning of the
weekly markets to the private
contractors.
Pathak said that thousands
of poor will lose their jobs after
the system handed over to private players. “The private mafia
will set up shops of its own people which will encourage corruption. The AAP will oppose
this proposal in the upcoming
standing committee meeting if
this resolution is tabled in the
house meeting. The party will
also take to the streets and
protest against such a move,” he
said.
However, Delhi BJP
Spokesperson Praveen Shankar
Kapoor said that the AAP was
trying to mislead the shopkeepers by saying that MCDs
will give contracts to private
persons to organize the markets.
Kapoor said that the BJP
will not allow discussion on any
such proposal brought by the
officers. “Under the leadership of Delhi BJP president
Adesh Gupta, all three munic-

ipal corporations are committed to ensure best livelihood for
small shopkeepers of weekly
markets and they will not be
privatized till BJP is in power
in civic bodies. These markets
are operated by shopkeepers
themselves and it will remain
so in future too,” he said.
Pathak said “On one side,
Delhi’s Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal is working for the betterment of those who are getting their daily wages by
putting up shops at the footpaths of the weekly local markets as they have faced the most
adversities during the Covid-19
pandemic. While on the other
side, the Bharatiya Janata Party
is planning to bring such proposal,’ he said.
The AAP leader further
added that in Delhi, various
weekly markets are opened in
the different zones and the
market operations are overlooked by the local association
which is made up of people

from the local RWAs and people of the local weekly market
so that there is no problem in
the overall proper functioning
of the weekly markets. “The
BJP is bringing a proposal in
order to sell the entire market
operations of the weekly markets. Private contractors will be
hired who will handle the functioning of the markets under
this proposal,” he said.
The event was presided by
Madhu
Pandit
Dasa,
Chairman, The Akshaya Patra
Foundation,
and
Chanchalapathi Dasa, ViceChairman of the organisation.
Delhi Urban Development
Minister Satyendar Jain was
also present on the occasion.
Dasa said, “Akshaya Patra
is conscious of its responsibility towards society. We have
always strived to assist the
government''s efforts to bring
relief to people during emergencies. We will continue with
this as long as we can.”
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farm laws during discussions of
Bills in the Rajya Sabha was
“deliberate” as part of a joint
strategy. The demands on the
two issues, even during discussions on Bills, have now
been compiled in a threeminute video in what the
Opposition said was an attempt
to make the Government listen
to them.
Admitting as much, TMC
MP Derek O’Brien on Sunday
said that their “strategy was
deliberate”.
“When the official channels are being denied, this is a
new way to reach the masses,”
said O’Brien, who is also the
leader of the TMC in the Rajya
Sabha and from whose Twitter
handle the video was released.
With this being the last
week of the Parliament Session,
the video urges “Mr Modi
come listen to us”.
The video, which has been
compiled using clips from
RSTV, comprises statements

made by the Opposition MPs
in the Upper House, with the
words “farmer” and “Pegasus”
in the opening lines.
“You are not allowing the
discussion we have been asking
for the past 14 days and the discussions we can do later. You
are passing that Bill now. If you
have courage, begin the discussions on Pegasus now,”
Congress’s Mallikarjun Kharge
is heard saying in the video on
the floor of the House.
The compilation includes
Opposition speakers like
Vandana Chavan of the NCP
who raised the Pegasus issue,
accusing the Government of
“not listening to the people”.
RJD’s Manoj Jha too is
seen speaking on the spyware
issue. “Pegasus has reached
everyone’s house. We have to
discuss this,” says Jha.
Congress’s Deepinder
Hooda raised the issue of farmers stating that he would talk
about the matter if his “microphone is not switched off ”.

The CPI(M) accused the
government of “stealing” parliamentary democracy, while
TMC’s Sukhendu Shekar Roy
raised the issue of “freedom of
speech in Parliament”. The
other parties which have representation in the video include
Samajwadi Party, TRS, DMK
and AAP.
One of the leaders in the
video, Shiv Sena MP in Rajya
Sabha Priyanka Chaturvedi
said in a democracy if the
government of the day has a
responsibility, so does the
opposition.
CPI(M) leader and RS MP
Elamaram Kareem said that
speaking during the discussion
on bills was the only way to
make the Government listen.
Senior Congress leader and
party spokesperson Manish
Tewari said that what is happening in the House is a “complete murder of democracy”.
“The institution of Parliament
is being trifled with by the
NDA-BJP government,” said
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ith India presiding over
the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC) for
this month, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
will chair a high-level open
debate on “Enhancing
Maritime Security - A Case
for
International
Cooperation.” The meet will
be held virtually. It is the first
time an Indian prime minister is chairing a UNSC session.
The high profile will be
attended by heads of several
states and member states of
the UNSC, officials said here
on Sunday. “Modi would be
the first Indian prime minister to preside over a UN
S ecurity C ouncil Open
Debate,” the Prime Minister’s
Office(PMO) said.
As regards the meeting,
officials said the debate will
focus on ways to effectively
counter maritime crime and
insecurity, and strengthen
coordination in the maritime
domain.
The UNSC has discussed
and passed resolutions on different aspects of maritime
security and maritime crime,
the PMO noted. However,
this is the first time that maritime security will be discussed in a holistic manner as
an exclusive agenda item in
such a high level open debate,
it added.
“Given that no country
alone can address the diverse
aspects of maritime security,

that the government’s refusal
to be answerable in any way,
shape, or form on an issue of
national and international
importance, has made a
“mockery of democracy and of
the ordinary Indians the government claims to represent”.
Tharoor said for two years
now the IT committee has
been conducting discussions
on “Citizens’ data privacy and
security and “cyber security,
topics that also featured in its
agenda under the previous
chairman, BJP’s Anurag
Thakur.
The Pegasus issue therefore clearly falls under the
purview of the IT committee
and so it is only expected that
its members will ask questions
about it when these topics
arise, he said.

“It is no secret that the
Committee’s meeting on its
established agenda was disrupted by members who did
not want Pegasus to be discussed. It was unprecedented
for 10 members to attend and
to refuse to sign the register in
order to deny the Committee
a quorum,” Tharoor said.
The panel was to hold a
meeting on July 28 during
which several issues including
the Pegasus snooping allegations were expected to be discussed. It had also summoned
officials from the Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY), the
Ministry of Home Affairs and
the
Ministr y
of
Communications
(Department
of
Telecommunications) on the
subject ”Citizens data security and privacy”. However, the
meeting could not take place
as the BJP members of the
panel did not sign the attendance register, even though
they were present in the meeting room, leading to a lack of
quorum.

Tewari, slamming the government for getting bills passed
when the House is not in order.
Since the start of the
Monsoon Session on July 19,
parliamentary proceedings

have been continuously witnessing disruptions due to
protests by opposition parties
and a logjam has persisted
over their demand for a discussion on the Pegasus snoop-

ing row.
The Opposition has also
been strongly protesting against
the price rise issue and
demanding the repeal of the
farm laws.

P
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he Opposition relentlessly
demanding a debate on
T
the Pegasus snooping row and

arliamentary Standing
Committee
on
Information Technology
Chairman Shashi Tharoor on
Sunday alleged that BJP members “disrupted” the committee’s meeting on July 28 as they
did not want the Pegasus allegations to be discussed and the
bureaucrats who were to testify “appear to have been
instructed not to attend”. He,
however, expressed hope the
snooping issue would be taken
up by the panel in the days to
come.
Tharoor has already written to Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla to take action against the
Ministry officials who skipped
the meeting. He said that the
actions of the three officials
making “last-minute excuses”
to skip the meeting were a
“grievous assault” on such
panels’ prerogatives to summon witnesses.
On Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s remarks that
the Opposition was insulting
Parliament, Tharoor told PTI

it is important to consider this
subject in a holistic manner in
the United Nations Security
Council. A comprehensive
approach to maritime security should protect and support
legitimate maritime activities,
while countering traditional
and non-traditional threats
in the maritime domain,” it
said.
The oceans have played an
important part in India’s history right from the time of the
Indus Valley civilisation, it
noted, adding that based on
the country’s civilisational
ethos that see the seas as an
enabler of shared peace and
prosperity, the Prime Minister
had put forward the vision of
SAGAR - an acronym for
“Security and Growth for all
in the Region” in 2015.
This vision focuses on
cooperative measures for sustainable use of the oceans, and
provides a framework for a
safe, secure, and stable maritime domain in the region.
In 2019, at the East Asia
Summit, this initiative was
further elaborated through
the Indo-Pacific Oceans’
Initiative (IPOI) with a focus
on seven pillars of maritime
security including Maritime
Ecology; Maritime Resources;
Capacity Building and
Resource Sharing; Disaster
Risk
Reduction
and
Management;
S cience,
Technology and Academic
C ooperation; and Trade
Connectivity and Maritime
Transport, it said.

ongress on Sunday dared
Twitter India to lock its
accounts, a day after the social
media company locked party
leader Rahul Gandhi’s handle
over a post of his meeting the
family of a nine-year-old Dalit
girl, who died after an alleged
sexual assault.
"@TwitterIndia lock our
accounts, we challenge you.
Nothing will stop us from fighting for justice & exposing the
truth," the opposition party
posted along with hashtag all
party members calling themselves Rahul. The opposition
party also tweeted the photograph of Rahul Gandhi meeting
the family of the nine-year-old
Dalit girl, who died after being
raped by a priest and three
other men at a crematorium
near Delhi Cantonment.
"We are highly enraged
with what has happened,
because this is extremely selective. I can write of 10 accounts,
10 handles, that have pictures,
but, that is not the point, the
point is that a Dalit girl, a very
poor child, a 9 year old
child has been gang raped,
burnt alive, all that the parents
have got her parts of her legs.
Can you imagine how traumatizing that must be and somebody who want to stand with
that family and ensure justice,
you drop his tweet and block
his account, so to Twitter I will
say, ‘Daro Mat, Ye Dara Nahin
Sakte Humein’," said Congress
leaders Supriya Shrinate, Alka
Lamba and Ragini Nayak at
AICC Press conference.
Shrinate regretted the fact
that New India is counting
more on crime against women
and dalit, death tolls due to callousness of government, unemployment and many more
unfortunate things. The
Congress women leaders said
that Congress and their leaders
will continue to fight against the
incumbent rotten system.
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he National Investigation
Agency (NIA) has conT
ducted searches in Karnataka
in connection with a human
trafficking case.
The searches were conducted on Saturday at two
locations in Bengaluru City,
Karnataka at the premises of a
suspect, who is suspected to be
involved in making fake ID
proof documents for the
Bangladeshi traffickers and the
trafficked victims.
During the searches, various incriminating documents,
six digital devices including
hard disks and mobile phones
used for making the forged
documents were seized, the
agency said.
“The women were trafficked from Bangladesh to
India by accused persons on
the pretext of providing jobs in
India but were forced into

prostitution instead,” the
agency said in a statement.
The case was originally
registered on June 8, 2021 at
Ramamurthy Nagar Police
Station, Bengaluru City against
13 accused persons relating to
a raid conducted by Karnataka
Police at a rented house where
seven Bangladeshi women and

one child were rescued from
the custody of human traffickers.
The NIA had re-registered
the case July 13 under various
Sections of the Indian Penal
Code, Foreigners Act, 1946
and relevant provisions of the
Immoral Traffic (Prevention)
Act, 1956.
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cientists have discovered
human antibodies that can
neutralise several different
coronaviruses and pave the
way for a pan-coronavirus vaccine. These antibodies have
been detected in some people
who have recovered from
Covid-19, said the team at the
University of Washington in a
study published in the journal
Science.
The study describes
research on five such human
monoclonal antibodies that
can cross-react with a number
of beta-coronaviruses. The
team examined certain memory B cells from Covid-19 convalescent donors. Memory B
cells are white blood cells that
recognise and respond to
pathogens that have tried to
attack the body during a previous encounter.
Out of five promising antibodies that they isolated, the
scientists decided to concentrate on one designated S2P6.
Molecular structure analysis
and functional studies showed
that this human monoclonal
antibody had impressive
breadth: it was able to neutralize three different subgenera of
beta-coronaviruses. The scientists observed that it did so by
inhibiting the virus’ ability to
fuse
with
cell
membranes.These antibodies
target a structure, called stem
helix, in the spike protein of
these viruses. The spike protein
is critical to the virus’ ability to
overtake host cells.
The stem helix in the spike

protein has remained conserved during the evolution of
certain coronaviruses. That
means it is much less prone to
genetic changes and is similar
in various coronaviruses,
explained lead author Dora
Pinto, from varsity’s School of
Medicine in Seattle.
These include those originating in bats that have become
dangerous pathogens in people,
and another subgenus that
causes a serious human lung
disease transmitted by dromedary camels, as well as a few
other subgenera that cause
simple common cold symptoms.
The team went on to test if
the S2P6 stem helix antibody
could protect against SARSCoV-2 by administering it to
hamsters 24 hours before exposure. They found that this antibody reduced the viral load of
SARS-CoV-2 by inhibiting
entry of the virus and by
enhancing additional anti-viral
and virus-clearing cellular
immune responses.
Studies of the plasma from
pre-pandemic human samples,
as well as from Covid-vaccinated and Covid-recovered
individuals, were also analysed
to see how frequently the stemhelix targeting antibodies
appeared.
The highest frequencies
occurred in people who had
recovered from Covid-19, then
were later vaccinated. Overall,
however, the data from this
study shows that, while it does
occur, it is relatively rare for
SARS-CoV-2 to elicit plasma
stem-helix antibody responses.
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he intensity of rainfall over
sub-Himalayan West
Bengal and Sikkim is likely to
increase from August 11-12 as
the monsoon trough has shifted close to the foothills, the
India
Meteorological
Department (IMD) said on
Sunday.
IMD Director General
Mrutunjay Mohapatra said the
monsoon trough is moving
towards the western foothills of
the Himalayas. He said rainfall
is likely to decrease over north
Indian plains and increase
over the hills.
The entire monsoon
trough is likely to shift close to
the foothills of the Himalayas
during the next 24 to 48hours, the IMD said. A
cyclonic circulation lies over

northeast Madhya Pradesh, it
added.
"Under the influence of
these systems, widespread rainfall activity with isolated heavy
falls is very likely over northeast and sub-Himalayan West
Bengal and Sikkim during the
next five days," the IMD said.
Due to stronger southwesterly or southerly winds
from the Bay of Bengal, the
intensity of rainfall is very
likely to increase over these
areas from August 11.Isolated
heavy to very heavy falls are
likely in the region on August

11 and 12, the IMD
said.
Fairly widespread
rainfall
over
Uttarakhand, northern
parts of Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Jharkhand and
gangetic West Bengal is
likely during the next four-five
days, Mohapatra said.
Rainfall with isolated heavy
falls is very likely over Madhya
Pradesh and east Rajasthan
during next two days with significant reduction in intensity
and distribution thereafter, he
added.
Subdued rainfall is very
likely over peninsular India,
including Maharashtra and
Gujarat, and excluding Kerala,
Mahe and Tamil Nadu, where
isolated heavy falls are very
likely during the next four-five
days, the IMD added.
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eople now no longer have to
log in into the CoWin portal to download their vaccination certificate.
Those who have been vaccinated against Covid-19 can
now also get their vaccination
certificate through WhatsApp
within seconds, Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya’s
office said on Sunday.
"Revolutionising the common man’s life using technology! Now get Covid-19 vaccination certificate through
MyGov Corona Helpdesk in 3
easy steps. Save contact number: +91 9013151515. Type &
send ‘covid certificate’ on

WhatsApp. Enter OTP. Get
your certificate in seconds,"
Mandaviya’s office tweeted.
Cumulatively, 50,68,10,492
Covid vaccine doses have been
administered in the country
through 58,51,292 sessions,
according to a provisional
report till 7 am on Sunday, with
55,91,657 doses being given in
a day. Five states — Madhya
Pradesh, Gujarat, Rajasthan,
Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh
— have administered more
than one crore cumulative
doses of the Covid-19 vaccine
each to beneficiaries in the 1844 age group, the ministry
said. India has reported 39,070
daily new cases in the last 24
hours.
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he first indigenously
designed and built aircraft
carrier INS Vikrant on Sunday
successfully completed its
maiden sea trials which started on August 4. The warship
weighing more than 40,000
tonnes will continue to undergo more sea trials and is likely
to be inducted into the Navy by
the end of next year.
India has now joined the
elite group of nations building
aircraft carrier. The other
nations are US, Russia, France
and UK. The public sector
Cochin Shipyard Limited built
the INS Vikrant at a cost of
more than C24,000 crores.

Giving details of the sea trials, navy officials said here the
warship successfully accomplished its maiden sea voyage
on Sunday.

Trials progressed as
planned and system parameters
proved satisfactory. The carrier will continue to undergo
series of sea trials to prove all

equipment and systems prior
handing over the vessel to the
Indian Navy.
The Indigenous Aircraft
Carrier is 262 m long, 62 m at

the widest part and height of 59
m including the superstructure.
There are 14 decks in all,
including five in the superstructure.
The ship has over 2,300
compartments, designed for a
crew of around 1700 people,
having gender-sensitive accommodation spaces for women
officers. The ship with high
degree of automation for
machinery operation, ship navigation and survivability, has
been designed to accommodate
an assortment of fixed wing
and rotary aircraft.
During the maiden sailing,
ship’s performance, including
hull, main propulsion, Power
Generation and Distribution

(PGD) and auxiliary equipment were tested.
Trials, which were
reviewed by Vice Admiral AK
Chawla,
Flag
Officer
Commanding-in-Chief
Southern Naval Command on
the last day, have progressed as
planned and system parameters
have been proved satisfactory.
The successful completion
of maiden trials sorties, despite
challenges faced due to Covid19 pandemic and Covid protocols in place, is testimony to
the dedicated efforts of large
number of stakeholders for
over a decade. This is a major
milestone activity and historical event.
The delivery of Vikrant is

being targeted to coincide with
celebrations to commemorate
75th anniversary of India’s
independence ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’. Moreover, its induction will also strengthen India’s
position in the Indian Ocean
Region (IOR) and its quest for
a blue-water Navy. At present,
India has only one aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya.
INS Vikrant will accommodate up to 30 fighter jets and
helicopters. The warship will
have a fleet of Mig-29K fighter jets and Ka-31 helicopters.
The ship is designed with
a very high degree of automation for machinery operation,
ship navigation and survivability, ‘Vikrant’ has a top speed

of around 28 knots and cruising speed of 18 knots with an
endurance of about 7,500 nautical miles.
The Indian Navy has been
focusing on significantly bolstering its overall capabilities in
view of China’s growing efforts
to increase its military presence
in the Indian Ocean Region.
The Indian Ocean, considered
the backyard of the Indian
Navy, is critical to the country’s
strategic interests.
In order to achieve selfreliance in shipbuilding, the
Navy’s programme is rightly
poised to provide requisite
‘Economic Stimulus’, with 44
ships and submarines on order
being built indigenously.
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Chennai: Vaccine hesitancy
was prevalent among 27.6 per
cent of people aged above 60
years while the same was present in 16.9 per cent between
the age group of 18 and 44
years, a study by the Tamil
Nadu government revealed on
Sunday.
As many as 18.2 per cent of
people between the age group
of 45 and 59 years were also
hesitant to receive the jabs, the
survey conducted by the
Directorate of Public Health
and Preventive Medicine, in
July across Tamil Nadu, said.
According to the study,
vaccine hesitancy was observed
in 19.7 per cent men and 18.4
per cent women, while 17.5 per
cent people living in urban and

20.3 per cent in rural areas
expressed "unwillingness" to get
inoculated. Some of the reasons
for the vaccine hesitancy was
fear of injections (48.4 per
cent), fear of complications
after receiving the jabs (57.6 per
cent), long queue to get the jabs
(22.5 per cent), no person to
accompany (21 per cent).
About 59.9 per cent people faced difficulty in collecting details on where to receive
the vaccines, while 24.5 per
cent doubted the efficacy of the
vaccines. The sample size was
1,596 people between 18-45
years, 771 between
45 and 59 years and 488
above the age of 60 years. As
many as 1,401 men and 1,453
women were covered in the

survey conducted in the
state. Vaccine acceptance was
prevalent among 83.1 per cent
people between 18-44 years ,
while it was 81.8 per cent
between 45-59 years and 72.4
per cent above the age of 60
years. Nearly 82.5 per cent
of those residing in urban
areas and 79.7 per cent in
rural areas were willing to get
vaccinated, while 82.8 per cent
people said the reason to get
vaccinated was to prevent disease while 23.7 people said it
prevents spread to others.
Following the results from
the study, the department of
public
health
said
it would focus on awareness
activities to address the misconceptions.
PTI
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n a big relief to Mumbaikars, the
Maharashtra Government on
Sunday announced that fully vaccinated people could travel by
suburban local trains in Mumbai
from August 15, with a rider that
a gap of 14 days was mandatory
after taking the second dose of vaccine to the board train.
After weeks of speculation,
the Maharashtra Government
relaxed the norms to allow
Mumbaikars and their counterparts in the satellite towns in
Mumbai Metropolitan Region
(MMR) – who have taken two
doses of vaccine --to travel by suburban trains on a condition that the
14 days’ gap was mandatory for the
people to board trains after taking
the second dose of vaccine.
Interacting with the people
across the state through a webcast,
Maharashtra chief minister
Uddhav Thackeray said: “From
August 15, people who have taken
two doses of vaccine can travel by
suburban local trains. But, the

people will have to wait for 14 days
after taking the second dose of vaccine to board the train”.
The chief minister said that the
fully vaccinated people could get
their train passes that will be available on smart phones, ward offices
and suburban railway stations.
"Passengers can download train
passes through the mobile app.
Those who do not have smart
phones can take photo passes from
municipal ward offices in the city
as well as suburban railway stations,” Uddhav said.
The chief minister said that the
state government might announce
more relaxations for shops, malls,
restaurants and places of religious
worship after the state disaster
management task force reviews the
situation on Monday.
The chief minister said that the
second wave of Covid-19 was still
not over. “If we have to arrest the
spread of virus, then the people will
have to follow the pandemic protocols strictly. Though the pace of
vaccination has increased, but it is
not sufficient.

T

he iconic 'Clock tower'
located in the heart of
Srinagar at Lal Chowk, which
mostly remained out of bounds
especially for those interested
in unfurling the national flag
during Republic day and
Independence day celebrations
during trouble-torn years, has
now been illuminated with
'Colors of India' by the Srinagar
Municipal Corporation (SMC)
in the run up to the 75th
Independence
day
celebrations.
The Mayor of Srinagar
Municipal Corporation Junaid
Azim Mattu was the first to
post images of the illuminated
clock tower on his twitter timeline. “We have illuminated the
Clock Tower (‘Ghanta Ghar’) at

Lal Chowk in colors of the
Tricolour
ahead
of
Independence Day. New clocks
fitted”, tweeted Mattu.
Netizens celebrated the
decision to illuminate and congratulated the Mayor of
Srinagar.
The same has now become
the hot-spot for tourists and
local visitors as they can be seen

posing for a selfie and family
pix in front of the illuminated
clock tower during late evening
stroll in the area.
Another tourist landmark
in the capital city, popularly
known as ' Zero bridge', has
also been lit up in the same
color scheme to attract visitors
during the week-long celebrations marking the I-day celebrations.
The historic Lal Chowk has
witnessed many historic events
and political gatherings in the
past.
Top leaders of the country
including former Prime
Minister Jawahar Lal Nehru,
founding president of the
National Conference Sheikh
Mohd Abdullah have made
historic speeches in front of
thousands of local residents.
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Mumbai: Shiv Sena MP Sanjay
Raut on Sunday said unless the
50 per cent cap on reservations
is relaxed, the constitutional
amendment on allowing states
to prepare their own OBC list
will not help and the Maratha
quota cannot be restored.
Talking to reporters here
after meeting Shiv Sena president and Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray,
Raut said he discussed the
issue and developments regarding it in Parliament with the
CM. He said state Public Works
Department Minister Ashok
Chavan will hold a virtual
meeting to inform leaders of all
political parties about the status of the issue of Maratha
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he Trinamool Congress on Sunday launched
a fierce attack on the BJP for unleashing a
reign of terror in Tripura and vowed to uproot
the Biplab Deb Government from the north-eastern State in 2023 Assembly elections.
The TMC’s reaction came a day after alleged
BJP men attacked Trinamool youth wing leaders from Bengal who were visiting Tripura’s
Dhalai district to attend a party programme in
pursuance of Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee’s bid to expand her party’s base in the
North East and elsewhere in the
country.
“Tripura is a big sample of Narendra Modi’s
double-engine government … where the opposition men are attacked every day … there is no
law and order in this State … the Biplab Deb
Government is running reign of terror in
Tripura and the Trinamool Congress has come
to liberate the local people from the BJP’s
oppression,” Trinamool Congress national general
secretar y
Abhishek
Banerjee
who rushed to the north-eastern State on
Sunday said.
A cavalcade of TMC youth leaders including Jaya Dutta, Sudip Raha and Debangshu
Bhattacharya were on Saturday attacked and their

he daily Covid-19 deaths dropped to
151 and infections came down to 5,508
in Maharashtra on Sunday, even as 4,895
patients were discharged after full recovery from various hospitals across the state.
After the fatalities remained static at
187 for two consecutive days, the daily
deaths came down to 151, while the
infections came down from 6,061 on
Saturday to 5,508 on Sunday.
With 151 fresh fatalities, the total
number of deaths in the state increased
from 1,33,845 to 1,33,996, while the infections -- with 4,895 new cases – climbed
from 63,47,820 to 63,53,328.
As 4895 patients were discharged
from the hospitals across the state after full
recovery, the total number of people discharged from the hospitals since the second week of March last year increased
from 61,39,493 to 61,44,388. The recovery rate in the state dropped from 96.72
per cent to 96.71 per cent.
The total “active cases” in the state
increased from 71,050 to 71,510. The fatality rate in the state stood static at 2.1 per
cent.

T

vehicles’ were damaged by BJP men, the
Trinamool leadership alleged adding the police
stood a silent spectator.
Subsequent to the attack 14 TMC men
including the Bengal leaders were arrested by the
police under National Disaster Management laws.
They were granted bail on Sunday by local court.
Banerjee rushed to Agartala on Sunday along
with fellow MP Dola Banerjee and Bengal minister Batya Basu.
“Instead of reaching them to the hospital or
providing them with basic medical help the
injured leaders were arrested by the police,”
Banerjee who is also the nephew of the Bengal
Chief Minister said wondering “is Tripura outside India? … does the Indian laws not apply in
this region? … in every street corner the BJP men
are standing armed with weapons and wherever our leaders are going they are attacking them
with rods, lathis, brickbats … is this the sample
ofModi’s double-engine Government.”
Earlier Banerjee tweeted “the GOONS of BJP
have shown their TRUE COLOURS! This barbaric attack on Trinamool workers reveals the
''GOONDA RAJ'' in Tripura under Biplab''s Govt!
Your threats and attacks only prove your inhumanity.
DO
WHAT
YOU
CAN~CHECK~Trinamoolwill not budge an
INCH!”

quota, which was quashed by
the Supreme Court earlier this
year.
The demand for a debate
will be raised when the constitutional amendment issue
comes up in Parliament, the
Rajya Sabha member said.
"Unless the 50 per cent cap is
relaxed, the Maratha quota
cannot be restored," he
said.
The Union Cabinet is learnt
to have cleared a Constitution
amendment bill that seeks to
give power to states and UTs to
make their own OBC lists.
The bill will now be introduced in Parliament for passage,
sources said in Delhi on
Wednesday.
PTI

7X\P]cPc^\TTc?<
^eTa0bbP\<Xi^aP\
Q^aSTaSXb_dcT
New Delhi: Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma will meet Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday to discuss the
Assam-Mizoram border issue and the
restoration of peace in the entire north-east.
The Chief Minister, accompanied by BJP
MPs from Assam, will also meet other Union
Ministers including Home Minister Amit
Shah. According to sources, the ongoing
unrest on the Assam-Mizoram border, as
well as restoration of peace in the entire
north-east will be the center of discussions
during these meetings.
Sarma, who is in New Delhi since
Saturday, was unable to meet Shah earlier
due to some reasons.
Sources also said that the Assam Chief
Minister also held one-on-one meetings with
the state's BJP MPs on Sunday.
Last month, tensions heightened
between Mizoram and Assam over the
boundary dispute after six Assam policemen
and one civilian were killed in a fierce gun
battle between two states on July 26.
However, the two states in a joint statement agreed to take forward the Centre's initiative of letting neutral forces patrol the disputed areas of the inter-state border for
maintaining peace.
Agencies
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,QGLDKDVUHJLVWHUHGSURJUHVVLQWKHJOREDO
VSRUWLQJDUHQDEXWWKHUH¶VVWLOODORQJZD\WRJR

7

RN\RKDVHQGHG$OOH\HVDUHQRZRQ3DULV7KH,QGLDQFRQWLQJHQW
UHWXUQVIURP-DSDQRQDKLJKZLWKWKHKLJKHVWHYHUWDOO\RIPHGDOVLQFOXGLQJ
WKHILUVWJROGLQWUDFNDQGILHOG,QGLDPDGHDPDUNLQQHZILHOGVOLNHJROIDQG
IHQFLQJZKLOHLWIRXQGLWVVSDUNLQLWVROGIODPHKRFNH\7KHJLUOVIDUHGEHWWHUHYHQ
WKRXJKWKH\FDPHIURPGLYHUVHUHJLRQVDQGFODVVHV$JUHDWHUHPSKDVLVZDVRQ
LQGLYLGXDOVSRUWVWKDWUHWXUQHGPRVWRIWKHPHGDOV,QGLDZDVLQQHZVRQWKHRSHQ
LQJGD\RIWKH*DPHVDQGWKHHYHRIFORVLQJ,WLVQRZWLPHIRUWKHTXHVWLRQVDV
XVXDODVDWWKHHQGRIHYHU\2O\PSLFV:HDUHPRUHWKDQDELOOLRQRIXVDQG\HWZK\
GRZHJHWVRIHZPHGDOV"7KHTXHVWLRQLVFOLFKHG7KHDQVZHUVDUHWRR+RZHYHU
WKHUH LV VRPH GLIIHUHQFH EHWZHHQ QRZ DQG WKH SDVW 7KH LQWHUHVW WDNHQ E\ WKH
*RYHUQPHQWDQGVKRZQE\WKHSULYDWHVHFWRULVSDOSDEOHWKRXJKLWLVQRZKHUHQHDU
ZKDWLVH[SHFWHGRIERWK7KH8QLRQ*RYHUQPHQW
FODLPVWRKDYHRYHUKDXOHGWKH6SRUWV$XWKRULW\RI
,QGLD 6$, DIWHUWKHLQGLIIHUHQW,QGLDQWDOHDWWKH5LR
2O\PSLFVRI,WLVDSSDUHQWO\OHVVEXUHDXFUD
WLVHGOHVVFRUUXSWPRUHHIILFLHQWDQGPRUHFRQVLG
HUDWHRISOD\HUV·LQWHUHVWV7KHFRPSODLQWVKRZHY
HUUHPDLQUDQJLQJIURPOHVVQXWULWLRXVIRRGWRLQIH
ULRU TXDOLW\ HTXLSPHQW IDYRXULWLVP DQG RUGLQDU\
FRDFKLQJ7KHVHDUHV\VWHPLFIDXOWVWKDWGLOXWHWKH
LPSDFWRIFURUHVRIUXSHHVSRXUHGLQWRWKH$XWKRULW\
DQGLWVYDULRXVQDWLRQDOFDPSV
7KHUHLVDQDWWLWXGLQDOIDXOWLQWKHFRXQWU\,WKDV
WRGRZLWKDFDVXDODSSURDFKWRVSRUWVLILWLVQRWFULFNHW7KHJDPHLVWKHPRVWSRS
XODULQ,QGLDHYHQWKRXJKKRFNH\LVVDLGWREHWKHQDWLRQDOVSRUW3DUHQWVZRXOGQRW
KHVLWDWHWRVXSSRUWDFKLOGVKRZLQJWDOHQWLQFULFNHWEHFDXVHWKHJDPHLVSULPDULO\
VHHQDVDPHDQVWRHDUQLQJPRQH\DQGIDPHLQWKDWRUGHU2WKHUZLVHVSRUWVDUH
FRQVLGHUHGDUHFUHDWLRQ,QDFRXQWU\ZKHUHHFRQRPLFDQGVRFLDOLQHTXDOLWLHVGHWHU
PLQHWKHFRQWRXUVRIKXPDQH[LVWHQFHDWDOHQWHGFKLOGKDVWRRYHUFRPHIRXUKXU
GOHV2QHLVWKDWJLYLQJWLPHWRVSRUWVUHGXFHVFKDQFHVRIHDUQLQJIRUWKHKRXVH
KROG7ZRVSRUWVFDQEHDFNQRZOHGJHGRQO\DIWHUWKHSOD\HUDFKLHYHVDPHGDODQG
EULQJVLQFDVKHOVHORRNIRUDZHOOSDLGMRE7KUHHVSRUWVUHTXLULQJDWWLUHWKDWGR
QRWFRYHUDZRPDQ·VERG\DUHDJDLQVWWKHODZVRIVRPHUHOLJLRQV)RXUDORZHUFDVWH
SHUVRQZLQQLQJDVSRUWLQJPHGDOFDQVWLOOH[SHFWGHULVLRQIURPWKHXSSHUFDVWHQHLJK
ERXUV7KHUHFRXOGEHPRUHVXFKKXUGOHV7KHJOLPPHURIKRSHLVWKDWWKHQHZJHQ
HUDWLRQRIWDOHQWHG\RXQJVWHUVLVLJQRULQJWKHVHREVWDFOHVWRILJKWWKHLUZD\RXWRI
WKHVRFLDOTXDJPLUHDQGH[FHOLQWKHLUFKRVHQILHOGV:KDWWKH\QHHGLVDVWUXFWXUHG
VXSSRUWV\VWHPSXEOLFDQGSULYDWHWRIRVWHUWKHP([FLVHWKHLUIHDURIJRLQJKXQ
JU\DQGRVWUDFLVPDQGJLYHWKHPWKHKRSHWKH\DVNIRU7KHVWUDWHJLVLQJDQGPDN
LQJRIFKDPSLRQVFRPHODWHU
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ven as we celebrate our
best ever Olympic performance this year in Tokyo,
a retrospective view is in
order. Much effort and money
was invested by India in the 1982
Asian Games. However, at one
event, the guest-in-chief was one
of our cine superstars. When he
approached the podium to award
the medals, the audience erupted in wild applause, as if the players did not matter; the gold, silver and bronze winners were not
Indian. The coach of one of the
winning teams asked who this
chief guest was, to which the
rather chirpy reply was: “Don’t
you know him? He is our most
famous cine star.” To this, the
coach’s response was: “I now
understand why a vast country
like India is nowhere in sport.”
Except for a few privileged
families, sport has not been
regarded as integral to Indian
society. This wasn’t so in ancient
India; in the times of
Mahabharata, proficiency in
archery and other weaponry
were a part of the education of the
Pandava and Kaurava boys with
Dronacharya as their guru. In the
war that followed between the
boys when they turned men,
Dronacharya was a general.
But in later times, sports did
not travel or touch villages until
recently. Governments seldom
took any interest and most sports
bodies were treated by their
members as little political arenas
for self-promotion. As a result,
regional representation was more
important than players’ potential.
It is said, “The battle of
Waterloo was won on the playing fields of Eton”. This implies
how sports help make capable
military officers of young men.
Sports build the physique, introduce strategy and tactics in the
lives of youth and teach how to
outwit the opponent. While the
East India Company and later the
British Indian Government
employed Indian soldiers, they
confined their choice to what
they labelled ‘martial’ communities, which meant a limited pool
of selection in a vast country. In
any case, most of those recruited were employed as sepoys, with
no officerial exposure, a level
they remained confined to.

Over the centuries, most
Indians stayed aloof from war
and perhaps from sport.
Cricket has been an exception,
in which modern facilities
are available in the cities. But
even these are not affordable
by the poor although the
Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) is lately
rolling in wealth.
I do not know whether we
would pay sufficient attention
in setting up an academy for
the poor to provide for the
vital need of diet and nourishment, currently unaffordable
for many a family in our
country. In this context, the
Odisha Government deserves
hearty congratulations for
patronising hockey. On the
contrary, West Bengal, which
was once noted in football,
allowed its clubs to recruit
players from other States and
even overseas. In the process,
local players declined in numbers as well as quality. If other
States could choose other
games a la Odisha, it would be
a great national service.
It is also important to
note that we were monopolists
of the Olympic gold medal in
hockey until 1960. Today, we
are celebrating our men’s hockey team winning the bronze at
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Tokyo. Apart from the decline,
hockey was an illustration of
how not to be smug about
one’s success. As an instance,
Indian players were adept at
dribbling the ball while the rest
of the world had adopted the
technique of passing the ball
from player to player as a
replacement. For several players, Indian hockey could not
adjust to Astroturf or mandatory wearing of shoes. Earlier,
there were years when our
hockey wizards won because
they played barefoot.
In the 1936 Berlin
Olympics, India faced
Germany in the hockey final.
At half-time, India led the
hosts by only 1-0. Maharaja
Sayajirao Gaekwad of Baroda,
who was present in the stadium, was concerned and visited the dressing room. He
advised Dhyan Chand to play
barefoot for the remainder of
the match. The eventual score
was India-5, Germany-1;
Dhyan Chand scored three of
the four goals. The result was
not pleasing to Führer Adolf
Hitler, who was also watching
the contest. Nevertheless, he
called Dhyan Chand later and
offered him the rank of a
colonel if the latter came over
to Germany as its citizen.
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7KHWKUHDWWRKXPDQULJKWVDQGERGLO\LQWHJULW\
LVWKHKLJKHVWLQSROLFHVWDWLRQVVD\VWKH&-,

KLHI-XVWLFHRI,QGLD195DPDQDKDVULJKWO\SRLQWHGRXWWKDWWKHZHDNHVWOLQN
LQWKHOHJDOV\VWHPLVWKHSROLFHVWDWLRQ$WD1DWLRQDO/HJDO6HUYLFHV$XWKRULW\
1$/6$ IXQFWLRQKHVDLGPRVWRIWKHKXPDQULJKWVDEXVHWDNHVSODFHDWWKH
SROLFHVWDWLRQV,QGHHGDSROLFHVWDWLRQLVWKHILUVWSRVWZKHUHDQRUGLQDU\FLWL]HQ
KDVWRJRWRJHWOHJDODVVLVWDQFHDQGSHUKDSVWKDWLVWKHPRVWWHGLRXVWDVNRIDOO
2IWHQWKHFRPSODLQDQWLVPDGHWRIHHODVLIVKHLV
WKHFULPLQDO1RZRQGHUDQRUGLQDU\FLWL]HQLVDIUDLG
WRHYHQVWHSLQWRDSROLFHVWDWLRQOHWDORQHGDUHILOH
DFRPSODLQW3ROLFHUHIRUPVKDYHEHHQRQWKHDQYLO
IRUVHYHUDO\HDUV$OOOHJDOOXPLQDULHVDJUHHWKDWWKHVH
UHIRUPVVKRXOGWDNHSODFHEXWWKDWQHYHUKDSSHQV
7KHSROLFHFRQWLQXHWRRSHUDWHDVWKH\GLGLQWKHSUH
,QGHSHQGHQFHHUD(YHQWKHXQLIRUPVRISROLFHSHU
VRQDOUHPDLQZKDWWKHVHZHUHEHIRUH,QGHSHQGHQFH
7KH&KLHI-XVWLFHRI,QGLDVDLGWKDWWKHXVHRIWKLUG
GHJUHHDQGWKHZD\SROLFHEHKDYHDWWKHWKDQD OHYHO
OHDYHVPXFKWREHGHVLUHG
,QGHHGDSHUVRQ·VERG\LQWHJULW\DQGGLJQLW\DUHVDFURVDQFWDQGPXVWQRWEHPHG
GOHGZLWKQRPDWWHUKRZVHULRXVKHUKLVFULPHPD\EH7KLVLVWKHEDVLFSUHPLVHRI
WKHUXOHRIODZDQGVRDODZRIILFHUPXVWQRWDQGFDQQRWVWRRSWRWKHOHYHORIDVWUHHW
JRRQ0DQ\UHDVRQVFDQEHDWWULEXWHGWRSROLFHDWURFLWLHVDQGWKHLUFRQGXFWWRZDUGV
RUGLQDU\FLWL]HQV:HKDYHIDLOHGWRWUDQVIRUPWKHSROLFHV\VWHPWKDWZDVIDVKLRQHG
WRRSHUDWHLQWKHFRORQLDOHQYLURQPHQWWRWKHRQHIRUDZHOIDUH6WDWH7KHODFNRIVHQ
VLWLVDWLRQDQGSURSHUEHKDYLRXUDOWUDLQLQJGRHVWKHUHVW2IWHQWKHSHUVRQQHODWWKHORZ
HVWUXQJDUHSUHMXGLFHG7KH\EHKDYHLQDFDVWHLVWDQGFRPPXQDOPDQQHUWKURZLQJ
DOOFRQVWLWXWLRQDODQGOHJDOSURYLVLRQVWRWKHZLQG,QWKLVVFHQDULRQRWPXFKFDQEH
H[SHFWHGWLOODFRPSOHWHRYHUKDXORIWKHSROLFHV\VWHP+RZHYHUWKH&-,·VREVHUYD
WLRQVDUHODXGDEOHWKHVHFDQOHDGWRIDUUHDFKLQJLPSOLFDWLRQV+HTXRWHG0DUWLQ/XWKHU
.LQJ-XQLRULQKLVDGGUHVV´(YHU\VWHSWRZDUGVWKHJRDORIMXVWLFHUHTXLUHVVDFULILFH
VXIIHULQJDQGVWUXJJOHWKHWLUHOHVVH[HUWLRQDQGSDVVLRQDWHFRQFHUQRIGHGLFDWHGLQGL
YLGXDOVµ:HQHHGGHGLFDWHGSHRSOHZKRFDUHIRUKXPDQULJKWV$JRRGVWDUWFDQEH
PDGHE\VWUHQJWKHQLQJWKHIUHHOHJDODLGV\VWHPDQGLQIRUPDWLRQGLVVHPLQDWLRQEHVLGHV
SURSHUWUDLQLQJWRSHUVRQQHOWRPDNHSROLFHVWDWLRQVPRUHODZDELGLQJ
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Sir — India has colossally performed at the
Tokyo Olympics. The performance by our
athletes and glories earned are appreciated wholeheartedly by the entire country.
They set an extraordinary example as some
of them belong to poor families and are not
as privileged as the others. If we celebrate
their success, we need to stand with their
struggle as well.
More priorities and better facilities
should be extended to athletes. As we
know, quite a many of the talented youngsters lack adequate support, which can be
due to pressure from families or situations
to focus more on academics than on sports.
In this regard, the Governments should
come forward to promote sports just like
education, as Odisha did for hockey.
More value should be attached to sports;
it will result in a shower of glories for our
country. One hopes that the performance
of our athletes in the Tokyo Olympics will
bring about a change in people’s mindset
towards sports.
Manoj Kumar Jena | Cuttack
D9=5D?B5?@5>=E=219C38??<C
Sir — Many principals, parents and students
feel that schools in Mumbai should now be
reopened as COVID-19 cases have dropped
significantly. The Maharashtra Government
must hold a meeting with the disaster management authorities to discuss the issue. An
expert committee must be formed to
examine the issue as several principals are
of the opinion that schools could now be
reopened as there is no danger, especially
to the students. The fact of the matter is that
by-now frustrated, depressed, tense and
anxious students are willing to come to
school but their parents are against it and
there is a need to convince them.
The parents and students should
mentally prepare themselves as it has been
over a year since the schools were shut
down. Students have been taking online
classes and things need to be normalised
now with all precautions taken against
COVID-19. At times, it gets difficult to
understand what is being taught in online
classes, so imparting education in a class-
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WPeX]V]^V^[S\TSP[*WTT]STScWT !
hTPafPXcU^aPV^[S\TSP[X]PcW[TcXRbCWTaT
Xb]^cWX]V\^aTR^eTcTScWP]cWPc_XTRT^U
bWX]hhT[[^f\TcP[cWPcP]PcW[TcTP]SQh
TgcT]bX^] WXbWTa ]PcX^] aTRTXeTb Pc cWT
>[h\_XR_^SXd\
FTfTaTT[PcTSQhcWTCaXR^[^daU[hX]V
WXVWP]ScWT=PcX^]P[0]cWT\QTX]V_[PhTS
fXcWP]8]SXP]bcP]SX]V^]cWT>[h\_XReXR
c^ah_^SXd\X]P]TeT]cSPcX]VQPRZc^cWT
P]RXT]c6aTTZ>[h\_XRbCWT\PXST]PcW[Tc
XRbV^[SR^]UTaaTS^]=TTaPY2W^_aPPRTa
cPX]X\\^acP[Xch
CWTcW^dVWccWPc]^UT[[^fR^\_TcXc^a
bW^d[S QTccTa WXb '&$'\ \PaZ ^eTa

room makes more sense.
The continuous closure of schools is
affecting the students’ mental health. The
result of this is that neither they are able to
meet friends nor able to discuss their career
or education. The Education Department
of the State must issue the Standard
Operating Procedures (SOP) for the
reopening of schools as early as possible.
Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
DB?E2<54D9=5C6?BD851914=;
Sir — Perhaps for the first time since its
formation in 1972, the AIADMK is in danger of disintegration as the demise of J
Jayalalithaa has plunged the party in a leadership crisis over the last five years (‘Falling
apart?’, August 7).
Ever since the death of her political
mentor MGR, Jayalalithaa had emerged as

fWT[\TSdbX]cW^bTP]gX^db\^\T]cb8]
WX]SbXVWc cWTbT fTaT ]^c cP]cP[XbX]V
\^\T]cb*XcfPbP]T\_WPcXRfX]=TTaPY
fPbPcWXbSPii[X]VQTbcSdaX]VWXbUXabccf^
cWa^fb*PWd\P]Sh]P\^
8cXbPcaXQdcTc^WXb_a^SXVX^dbcP[T]ccWPc
WTaTPRWTScWT_X]]PR[T^UWXbRPaTTaPccWT
h^d]V PVT ^U !" CWT >[h\_XR RWP\_X^]
STSXRPcTS WXb \TSP[ c^ cWT [TVT]SPah
<X[ZWPBX]VWP]Sb_^ZT^UWXbSTT_X]STQc
TS]Tbbc^WXbUP\X[hUaXT]SbP]SR^PRWX]V
bcPUU
CWTaTfTaTU[PbWTb^UQaX[[XP]RTX]W^RZ
Th QPS\X]c^] Q^gX]V faTbc[X]V P]S
fTXVWc[XUcX]Vc^^1dc8]SXP³b^eTaP[[_TaU^a
\P]RTfPb]^c`dXcTf^acWh^UPb_^acX]V
]PcX^] CWT c^cP[ ^U bTeT] \TSP[b UT[[ UPa
bW^ac^UfWPcfTR^d[SWPeTPccPX]TSfXcW
VaTPcTaR^\\Xc\T]c=^^cWTaR^d]cahWPb
Pb \dRW d]cP__TS Wd\P] aTb^daRTb Pb
8]SXPCWTVX\\XRZ^UaT]P\X]VbcPSXPP]S
PfPaSbf^]³cS^8cXbd]U^acd]PcTcWPccWT
6^eTa]\T]cWPbaTRT]c[hb[PbWTSUd]SbU^a
b_^acb8c\dbcX]eTbc\^aTX]b_^acbPaT[X
PQ[T QPa^\TcTa ^U P R^d]cah³b WTP[cW P]S
fTP[cW
63PeXS<X[c^]| CP\X[=PSd

the party’s quintessential leader and led it
with a firm grip, serving as the Chief
Minister for 14 years in five different
stretches. Amma, as she was fondly called,
symbolised the AIADMK much like the
party represented her.
Things went downhill soon after
Edappadi Palaniswamy and O
Panneerselvam took over the party, and it
was more about individuals than the
party and its governance. And the warring
factions of EPS and OPS are far from
resolving their differences. The AIADMK
of today is no longer the party with unity
and with military-like strict discipline it was
under Jayalalithaa’s regime, and it now
struggles with factionalism.
Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
BT]Shh^daUUTTSQPRZcc^)
[TccTabc^_X^]TTa/V\PX[R^\

The Olympic Games originated some 3,500 years ago in
Greece as a mark of homage to
God Zeus. To begin with,
there were many Greek city
States participating in the city
of Olympia. In the early games,
the events were very few but
later increased. Chariot and
horse racing came in. There
were no medals but wreaths
and garlands. When the
Romans conquered Greece,
the Games carried on until
Emperor Theodosius I in 393
AD who disapproved of young
men (there were no women
participants) stripping. The
Olympics were revived at the
initiative of Baron Coubertin
of France in 1896 at Athens.
The numbers of countries and players have been
increasing, except at Moscow
in 1980 because of the boycott
by 60 nations led by the West
to oppose the Soviet Union’s
invasion of Afghanistan in
1979. The Olympics have also
endured tragedy in the form
of the massacre by terrorists of
a dozen Israeli athletes in the
1972 Munich Games.
(The writer is a
well-known columnist, an
author and a former member
of the Rajya Sabha. The views
expressed are personal.)

SOUNDBITE

CWTcWaTPcc^Wd\P]
aXVWcbP]SQ^SX[h
X]cTVaXchPaTcWT
WXVWTbcX]_^[XRT
bcPcX^]b2dbc^SXP[
c^acdaTP]S^cWTa_^[XRTPca^RX
cXTbPaT_a^Q[T\b

2WXTU9dbcXRT^U8]SXP
¯=EAP\P]P
>da6^eTa]\T]c
P]ScWT_^[XcXRP[
_PacXTbPaTSTcTa
\X]TSc^W^[ScWT
_Pa[XP\T]cPahT[TR
cX^]bPbbRWTSd[TS
^]>Rc^QTa 
8aP`X?aX\T<X]XbcTa
¯ <dbcPUPP[:PSWX\X
8UTT[bWTSPdVW
cTaXbPQTccTaPRc^a
cWP]\T8cXbb^
TUU^ac[Tbb8Ydbc
ZTT_[^^ZX]V
CT[TeXbX^]PRc^a
¯BWfTcPCXfPaX
=TTaPYXbPU^RdbTS
PcW[TcT7T]TeTa
fX[cbd]STa_aTb
bdaTP]ScWXbXbP
eTahX\_^acP]cUPR
c^aX]X]cTa]PcX^]P[
R^\_TcXcX^]b
5^a\TaPcW[TcT
¯?CDbWP

8Wd\Q[haT`dTbc
^da]Tf2WXTU
<X]XbcTac^fXcW
SaPfcWXb^aSTa
PRR^aSX]V1BHcWT
2PQX]TcaP]Z
:Pa]PcPZP19?[TPSTa
¯1BHTSXhdaP__P

=4F34;78k<>=30H k0D6DBC (!!

&
gggTQY\i`Y_^UUbS_]

UPRTQ^^ZR^\SPX[h_X^]TTak /CWT3PX[h?X^]TTak X]bcPVaP\R^\SPX[h_X^]TTa

9LGHRJDPHV7KH
QHZDJHRSLXP

FIRSTCOLUMN

562=:?8H:E9
@E96CD

4eTahX]SXeXSdP[XbSXUUTaT]cCWXbXbfWPc
\PZTbSTP[X]VfXcW^cWTabPRaPUc

7

7?F9>4170CC0270A944

7KHJDPHVDUHGHVLJQHGE\H[SHUWVWUDLQHGLQQHXURVFLHQFHVSV\FKRORJ\
DQGKXPDQEHKDYLRXULQRUGHUWRPDNHWKHPDGGLFWLYH
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KHDELOLW\WRZRUNZLWKRWKHUVLVRQHRIWKHEDVLFUHTXLUHPHQWVRI
OLIH,WSUHFHGHVWKLQJVOLNHFOLPDWHFKDQJHQXFOHDUGLVDUPDPHQW
ZRUOGSHDFHRULQGHHGKDQGOLQJDYLUXV7KHPRPHQWDFKLOGIHHOV
KXQJU\LWLQVWLQFWLYHO\NQRZVKRZWRDVNIRUDIHHG7KLVPHDQVVHQG
LQJDPHVVDJHWRZKRHYHULVZLOOLQJWROLVWHQ8VXDOO\LWLVLQWKHIRUPRI
FU\LQJRUPDNLQJDVRXQGVHHNLQJDWWHQWLRQ,IWKHFKLOGGLGQ WKDYHWKLV
FDSDFLW\WRGHDOZLWKRWKHUVLWZRXOGQHYHUJHWIHHG
*UDGXDOO\WKHLQGLYLGXDOOHDUQVWRFRPPXQLFDWHZLWKJHVWXUHVDQG
PRYHPHQWV6RXQGVEHJLQWRIDOOLQDSDWWHUQ/DQJXDJHFRPSHWHQFLHV
HPHUJH 3HRSOH OHDUQ WR UHVSRQG FRKHUHQWO\ DQG D GLDORJXH EHJLQV
/DQJXDJHLVHPEHOOLVKHGZLWKDQH[SUHVVLYHDQGODUJHUYRFDEXODU\:KHQ
QHHGHGERG\ODQJXDJHRUIDFLDOH[SUHVVLRQVUHSODFHZRUGVWRPDNHFRP
PXQLFDWLRQVXEWOHU
7KHSXUSRVHKHUHLVWRUHIOHFWKRZGHDOLQJZLWKRWKHUVLVEDVLFWR
KXPDQH[LVWHQFH0RYLQJEH\RQGFKLOGKRRGWKHLQIDQWJURZVLQWRDQLQGL

YLGXDOZLWKLGHQWLILDEOHSUHIHUHQFHV7KHLQGLYLGXDOHQWHUVDKLJKHUOHYHORI
SHUVRQDOLW\GHYHORSPHQWDQGLVFRQVFLRXVDERXWKRZRQHFDQJDLQVXS
SRUW$SHUVRQQHHGVFORWKLQJDSODFHWRUHVWDQGEHJLQVWRORRNIRUFRP
IRUW7KHSHUVRQ VUDQJHRIUHODWLRQVKLSVJURZV
,QWHHQDJHDQGDGXOWKRRGWKHLQGLYLGXDOUHFRJQLVHVVRPHSHRSOHDUH
HDV\WRJHWDORQJZLWKDQGVRPHDUHQRW7KHLVVXHLVQRWRISLFNDQG
FKRRVH,WLVEDVLFDQGERXQGHGEHFDXVHWKHQHHGVRIIRRGVKHOWHUFORWK
LQJDQGUHVRXUFHVDUHOLPLWHGWRILQGLQJLWIURPDERXQGHGHQYLURQPHQW
7KLVLVRIWHQDQLQVWLWXWLRQVXFKDVDVFKRRORUFROOHJHRUDVRFLDOVHWXS
OLNHWKHIDPLO\7KHUHDOLWLHVRIVRFLHW\VWDUWVXUIDFLQJ,WEHFRPHVREYL
RXVWKDWLQVWLWXWLRQVDQGVRFLDOJURXSVDUHLPSRUWDQW+RZHYHUWKHUHLV
DOVRDQHHGWRKDYHFRQWDFWZLWK VWUDQJHUV DQGWKHQHHGWRKDQGOHUDQ
GRPVKRUWWHUPLQWHUDFWLYHVLWXDWLRQV2QHKDVWRJRRXWVKRSSLQJDQG
GHDOZLWKDSHUVRQDWWKHELOOLQJFRXQWHUIRUDFTXLULQJJRRGVRUIXOILOOLQJ
DQHHG2QHFDQQRWULVNEHLQJDEUDVLYHEXWRQHFDQQRWDOVRDOZD\VPDU
VKDOWKHQHFHVVDU\SDWLHQFHDWWLWXGHRUHYHQWKHZRUGVWRJDLQFRPSOL
DQFH7KHDUWRIGHDOLQJZLWKRWKHUVJHWVODUJHUDQGELJJHU(DFKLQGLYLG
XDOKDVDGLVWLQFWSHUVRQDOLW\DQGH[SUHVVLRQVYDU\IURPSHUVRQWRSHU
VRQDQGHYHQVLWXDWLRQWRVLWXDWLRQ7KLVLVZKDWPDNHVGHDOLQJZLWKRWK
HUVDFUDIW
6XPPLQJLWXSRQHKDVWROHDUQKRZWR UHDG RWKHUVDQGQDYLJDWH
YHU\ FDUHIXOO\ WR DFKLHYH RQH V JRDOV ZLWKRXW GLVUXSWLQJ RU
DQQR\LQJ+RZHYHUWHPSHUDPHQWHJRYRFDEXODU\DQGDERYHDOOWKHFRP
SHWHQF\WRWKLQNDQGWDONEHFRPHVLQFUHDVLQJO\FULWLFDO2QHGHDOVZLWK
RWKHUVWKURXJKZRUGVJHVWXUHVH\HFRQWDFW7KHOLVWLVORQJDQGGHDO
LQJZLWKRWKHUVEHFRPHVFRPSOH[7XQHDQGPHWHUFRPHLQ0XVLFDQG
VRQJVHPHUJH7KH\JHWHPEHGGHGLQDQHQYLURQPHQWRIOLJKWDQGVKDGH
FRPIRUWDQGGLVFRPIRUW7KHLQWHUSOD\RIVRPDQ\IRUFHVPDNHVLWFKDO
OHQJLQJWRVWD\LQFRQWURO
,QGHHGWKHRQO\GLPHQVLRQRQHFDQKDYHVRPHFRQWURORYHULVRQH
VHOIWKHFKRLFHVRIZRUGVJHVWXUHVWLPLQJYRLFHLQIOHFWLRQDQGLQWRQD
WLRQPDWWHU7REHLQWRWDOFRQWUROLVGLIILFXOWEXWUHPDLQVWKHLGHDO
*UDGXDOO\GHDOLQJZLWKRWKHUVEHFRPHVDQLQWHUSOD\RIUHIOH[DFWLRQV
DQGFRQVFLRXVFKRLFHV&RPPXQLFDWLQJVORZO\FRXOGKHOSDWWLPHVDQG
FRPPXQLFDWLQJHIIHFWLYHO\UHTXLUHVDPHOORZH5SHUVRQDOLW\,WUHTXLUHVD
FDSDELOLW\RIVLPXOWDQHRXVO\DVVHVVLQJWKHHQYLURQPHQWDQGFRQVFLRXV
O\FRQYH\LQJZKDWRQHVHHNVWRFRQYH\7KHUDQJHRIH[FHOOHQFHLQGRLQJ
VRLVRIWHQWKHGLVFULPLQDWLQJIDFWRUEHWZHHQWKHTXDOLW\RIIDLOXUHDQGWKH
TXDOLW\RIVXFFHVV7KLVFRQWLQXRXVMRXUQH\LVLQKHUHQWLQNHHSLQJOLIHJRLQJ
,WUHTXLUHVVNLOOVRIGHDOLQJZLWKRWKHUV
7KH ZULWHU LV D ZHOONQRZQ PDQDJHPHQW FRQVXOWDQW 7KH YLHZV
H[SUHVVHGDUHSHUVRQDO

A

few years back, a young boy I
knew intimately - a boy who
excelledboth in academics and
outdoor sports - suddenly
seemed to have lost his interest in both.
The otherwise cheerful and outgoing boy
abruptly turned into an introvert and his
school grades started nosediving. The
worried parents, both working, discovered
that at the root of the problem was a video
computer game the boy had become
addicted to. They confiscated the CD, but
the boy was too intelligent, and by then
too addicted, to be deterred by such simple remedies. It took them a year of
patient persuasion to motivate the boy to
finally give up the gaming, but not
before it had taken a toll on hisphysical
and mental health.
This is a recurring story: countless
parents have gone through similar agonies and many children have paid dearly for such addiction to video games. On
August 2,pointing to the "devastating
adverse effect" of addictive online games
on "the development of children", an additional district judge in New Delhi wrote
to the Prime Minister for banning two
online games - Free Fire and PUBG India
- on the lines of the government's earlier decision to ban one of the most popular mobile games called"Player
Unknown's Battlegrounds"(PUBG
Mobile) in the country. Drawing attention
to the fact that the long hours spent by
children in playing such games wreak
havoc on their studies and social behaviour, he pleaded that a law is framed to
restrict exposure of children to such
games. This suggestion merits serious
consideration by the government, and not
only for these two games.
India banned PUBG on September 2,
2020, along with 117 Chinese apps under
Section 69A of the IT Act. PUBG was
linked to Tencent, the Chinese multinational technology giant. The game is
banned not only in India, but also in
Pakistan, Afghanistan, Korea, Jordan,
Israel, Iraq,and even in its home country
China, on account of itsbeing too addictiveand having serious effects on users'
health without warning them about the
dangers of long screentimes (as if it would
have made any difference) and for propagating violence. But the effect of the ban
in India was only temporary; in June this
year, the app was again made available on
Google's Play Store under a new avatar,
"Battlegrounds Mobile India", with some
cosmetic changes like green blood instead
of red (as if it reduces the effect of violent
content), etc. It has been blamed not only
for poor academic performance but also
for violent behaviour and suicides among
children, besides causing untold agony and
distress to the hapless parents, prompting
a Goanese minister to call it "Demonic".
Faced with ban threats, PUBGearlier
tried to placate parents and the government by promising to put time limits for
its use, which hardly addresses the real con-
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(The writer is a former
Director General of the
Office of the Comptroller
& Auditor General of
India and currently, a
Professor at the Arun
Jaitley National Institute
of Financial
Management. The views
expressed are personal.)

cerns and dangers of video gaming
for children.
Numerous studies conducted
all over the world have repeatedly
drawn attention to the severity of
their adverse effects on children,
which includeimpeding their physical and mental development,
increasing juvenile violence, and
suicides. The games are designed
by experts trained in neurosciences,
psychology, and human behaviour
in order to make them addictive.
Playing them releases the pleasuregiving neurochemical dopamine in
the brain telling it to "do it again."
Studies show that gaming can
change the structure of many
regions of the brain involved with
higher cognition. The designers
control the players' behaviour by
providing simple stimuli and
reward them at strategic points.
Children, especially those with
poor impulse control or struggling
with studies andnot knowing the
consequences,are most vulnerable
to fallprey to their evil charm.
What follows is not only falling
grades, but also sleep deprivation,
fatigue, irritability when stopped
from playing, increased anxiety,
obesity, aggressive behaviour, andlack of interest insocial interactions
and other physical and mental
activities essential for healthy
growth. Video games provide an
easy escape for the children from
seeking more purposeful real-life
relationships with friends. Studies
using brain scans showed
decreased activity in areas of the
brain dedicated to self-control
and an increase in emotional
arousal while playing games that

use violence; it also desensitises
them to violence in real life.
"Gaming disorder" is listed as
a disease in WHO's "International
Classification of Disease" and
many countries have started treating it. I know of an addicted boy
who forgot how to speak and had
to be treated and counselled for
more than six months before
relearning how to speak again. Yet
governments have taken a benign
stance all over the world, passing
on the responsibility to parents
instead, without realising the limitations of such an approach. The
industry also has its proponents
who forcefully argue that video
games also have positive connotations in children's education, life
skills,and brain functions, but
these are far outweighed by their
negative impacts.
Fifteen countries have banned
some forms of video games. China
has imposed a time limit of 90
minutes on weekdays, but they are
difficult to regulate when played
offline. The US Supreme Court
refused to regulate the sale of violent video games in 2011, citing the
First Amendment regarding freedom of speech which cannot be
restricted by any law. The UK has
a system of rating of games,like
films, for different age groups,
making it illegal to sell games rated
12, 16, or 18 to any child below that
age; but these ratings are inapplicable to games bought online. India
has no such system and no law to
regulate video games, unlike the
films for which we have the
Central Board of Film
Certification.

Video gaming is a multi-billiondollar industry, more than the
movies and DVDs combined.
Covid-19 has been a 'tipping point'
for online gaming, as the KPMG
study titled "Beyond the Tipping
Point" noted. Confined to their
homes for more than a year, both
children and adults have sought
their escape from boredom through
online gaming in massive numbers.
FY21 has seen a major boom in
online gaming with over 433 million users, with estimated revenue
of Rs 136 billion which is poised to
grow to Rs 290 billion with 657 million users by FY25. India had
about 400 video gaming companies,
including respected names like
Infosys, TCS, and Zensar. India is
the number one market for video
games, and domestic and foreign
companies would use all their lobbying power to prevent any ban or
regulation upon such lucrative
business.
The Chinese government is
now going all out against its own
giant technology companies, the latest target being the for-profit
onlinetutoring industry. The next
target could well be Tencent whose
shares plummeted by 6.1 percent on
August 3after a Chinese stateowned media article called gamingthe "opium of the mind".
Already under regulatory fire, the
company has lost $400billion in
market value since February and its
game may be ending in China.
Before this lethal opium enslaves all
our children here, we need to act.
Otherwise, it might be too before
an obese and intellectually stunted
generation comes of age to lead us.
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t first I was going to
write about the 'Arab
Problem', because there
is not a single functioning
democracy in the Arab world.
The presidential coup in
Tunisia has probably ended
democracy in the one country
that actually achieved it during
the 'Arab Spring' of 2010-11.
In Syria and Yemen and
Libya, attempted democratic
revolutions led to dreadful civil
wars - and now Lebanon, the
closest thing to an Arab
democracy for most of the past
century (though always
dysfunctional) is actually
collapsing. In a once prosperous
country, many people are close
to starving, and desperate
Syrian refugees are going back
to live under Assad's regime.
I guess it was Lebanon that
put me on this track. We went
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(Gwynne Dyer's new book is
'Growing Pains: The Future
of Democracy (and Work)

there a few years ago because I
wanted my wife to see the old
Lebanon before ISIS came over
the mountains and destroyed it,
but in the end, that didn't
happen. They did it to
themselves instead. Why is the
Arab world cursed?
But that's too melodramatic.
The Arab world is an outlier, but
not very far out. Consider the
Philippines, the heir to not one
but two non-violent democratic
revolutions and a genuine
democracy today - with a
president who was legally elected
five years ago and will soon leave
office peacefully at the end of his
one permitted term.
Rodrigo Duterte is also, by
his own admission, a mass
murderer whose death squads
have killed thousands of people.
Some were real drug dealers
and some were 'false positives',

but as he would probably say,
you can't make an omelette
without breaking eggs.
And in all that time
Duterte's public approval
ratings have never fallen below
70%. There are a lot of people
who will admire a 'strong'
leader, even if he is a killer.
Leaving actual killers aside,

the 'alpha male' model of
leadership is still successful in
many countries that are
formally democratic: Putin in
Russia, Orban in Hungary,
Erdo?an in Turkey. Indeed even
genuine democracies of longstanding can be seduced by a
'great' leader, like De Gaulle in
France. (No, I don't know
where Trump fits in this
Pantheon.)
And yet at the same time,
we have countries that remain
democratic even under great
pressure, like Brazil's
democracy under attack from
Bolsonaro, South Africa under
Zuma (and during his recent
assault on the rule of law), or
Indonesia ever since Suharto.
The question is not why does
democracy fail or why does it
succeed? It's why does it do
both?

The only people who have
plausible answers are the
people who study human
nature: the psychologists and
sociologists, of course, but
more importantly (because
they are getting at the root of
the
problem)
the
anthropologists,
the
primatologists, and the
ethologists. And many of them
would argue that the human
race has a dual heritage.
We are members of the
primate family and particularly
close to the chimpanzees,
whose little societies are
generally tyrannies run by an
alpha male. The other
members of the group have
strong submissive reflexes to
protect them from his bullying
(but at the same time the
subordinate males are
constantly making alliances

and seeking to dethrone him).
But our own species, homo
sapiens, probably spent most of
its career living in entirely
egalitarian groups of fewer
than one hundred people. They
had no formal leaders, they
made their decisions by
consensus, and they shared
almost everything. How do
we know? Because all the
hunter-gatherer bands who
survived into the recent past
lived that way.
Two heritages: the
autocratic and the egalitarian.
We have them both, and we can
switch between them, but the
default mode is probably
egalitarian (i.e. democratic),
because that's the way we spent
most of our human past.
When we started living in
mass societies around five
thousand
years
ago

('civilisation', as we called it),
we had to go autocratic for a
while, because you couldn't run
a group with thousands or
even millions of people by
consensus. There was no way
for them even to include
everybody in the discussion.
So five thousand years of
tyranny - but as soon as we got
mass communications (just
printing, to begin with), the
egalitarian model started
coming back, because we are
more comfortable with it.
We call it democracy now,
and it certainly does not mean
absolute equality. It does mean
that the differences of wealth
and power must not become
too great, or the whole
structure of consent will
collapse and we're back to
autocracy. Nevertheless,
democracy is the default mode.
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London: Alok Sharma, the
UK Minister in charge of the
COP26 climate summit talks in
Glasgow in November, on
Sunday warned that the meeting hosted by Britain later this
year is the world’s last chance
to get a grip on climate change.
The Indian-origin Cabinet
Minister, who is the Presidentdesignate of the United Nations
Climate Change Conference
or COP26 in Glasgow in
November, said in an interview
that the world would face a climate catastrophe unless urgent
action is agreed this year.
He also defended his recent
hectic travel agenda, which
came under some media criticism for his ministerial exemption from Covid-19 self-isolation rules on return from red
list countries.
“You’re seeing on a daily
basis what is happening across
the world. Last year was the
hottest on record, the last decade
the hottest decade on record,” he
told the ‘Observer’ newspaper.
“I don’t think we’re out of
time but I think we’re getting
dangerously close to when we
might be out of time,” he said.
On his own travel, the

minister said he was simply
throwing everything at achieving a global consensus ahead of
the talks in Glasgow.
“I have every week a large
number of virtual meetings, but
I can tell you that having inperson meetings with individual ministers is incredibly vital
and actually impactful. It
makes a vital difference, to
build those personal relationships which are going to be
incredibly important as we
look to build consensus,” said
the minister, who has travelled
to countries such as Bangladesh
and Bolivia in recent weeks.
His interview comes ahead
of a report by the
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC), the
world’s leading authority on climate science, out on Monday
showing the true impact of
extreme weather.
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Prime Minister Boris
Johnson is said to have
British
been furious over a letter being
leaked to the media last week,
which claimed his Chancellor
Rishi Sunak had written to
push for easier international
Covid-19 travel norms ahead of
a planned review.
The reaction followed
media reports that the Indianorigin finance minister had
written to his boss, calling for
a significant easing of the coronavirus travel restrictions,
warning that they were damaging the economy.
According to The Sunday
Times, which reported on
the letter last Sunday, Johnson
is said to have been apoplectic with anger and even suggested a demotion for Sunak
from the powerful Treasury
department to take charge of
Health. The problem was that
the first Johnson knew of the
letter was when details of it
appeared in the media, the
report said. Quoting a senior
source from a meeting, it said
that Johnson then went on to
say in the presence of around
a dozen officials that he had
been thinking about a change.

Maybe it’s time we looked
at Rishi as the next Secretary of
State for Health. He could
potentially do a very good job
there.’ In an open meeting, after
ranting about Rishi, he then
suggested the Chancellor could
be demoted in the next reshuffle, the source said.
The newspaper pointed
out that Johnson is known for
his off-the-cuff remarks, often
made in jest.
While Downing Street
refused to comment on private
conversations, allies of Sunak
insisted he remains focussed on
his current brief to revive the
COVID-hit UK economy.
The Chancellor is solely
focused on securing the country’s economic recovery and
continuing to protect and create jobs, ITV News quoted a
Treasury Department source as
saying. Meanwhile, Sunak is
preparing for a tough budget,
known as the autumn
Spending Review, in the coming weeks. There have been
reports of how this has put him
on a collision course with his
boss Johnson, who is determined on spending on projects
while budgets remain constrained due to the costs
incurred due to the pandemic.

“This [IPCC report] is
going to be the starkest warning yet that human behaviour
is alarmingly accelerating global warming and this is why
COP26 has to be the moment
we get this right. We can’t
afford to wait two years, five
years, 10 years – this is the
moment,” Sharma warned.
“This is going to be a
wake-up call for anyone who
hasn’t yet understood why this
next decade has to be absolutely decisive in terms of climate
action. We will also get a pretty clear understanding that
human activity is driving climate change at alarming
rates… Every fraction of a
degree rise [in temperature]
makes a difference and that’s
why countries have to act now,”
he told the newspaper.
The November summit in
Scotland is widely seen as vital
if climate change is to be brought
under control, and leaders from
196 countries will meet to try
and agree on action. Meanwhile,
the UK also faces challenges over
its own fossil fuel projects, with
campaigners questioning new
oil drilling being planned.
PTI
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Baghdad: Iraqi Prime Minister
Mustafa
al-Kadhimi
announced
that
his
Government and the political
parties are determined to hold
the Parliamentary elections as
scheduled on October 10.
Al-Kadhimi’s comment
came during his meeting with
leaders of the political parties
in the presence of Parliament
Speaker Mohammed alHalbousi, head of the Supreme
Judicial Council, the country’s
electoral commission, and the
UN Assistance Mission for
Iraq, the Prime Minister’s
media office said in a statement.
He stressed his government’s insistence on holding
the elections on time and confirmed its ability to provide an
appropriate atmosphere for
them, Xinhua news agency
reported.
“Al-Kadhimi and the political parties renewed the call for
the political blocs that boycotted the elections to reverse
their decision,” the statement
said.
He also suggested forming
a committee of political parties
to open a dialogue with the
boycotting parties to persuade
them to change their decision,
it added.
80=B
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n a briefing to the UN
Security Council (UNSC),
Shaharzad Akbar, Chairperson
for
the
Afghanistan
Independent Human Rights
Commission, said that the first
six months of this year has been
the bloodiest for the war-torn
country since 2009, with at least
1,677 civilians, including
women and children, dead,
while 3,644 others injured.
“If the current rates of violence continue, I am heartbroken to note that there might be
a grim new record of civilian
harm by end of this year. With
districts and now a provincial
city falling to the Taliban, millions of Afghans are waiting in
terror to see what comes next,”
Akbar told the UNSC.
“This Council and its
members still have the leverage
to stop the bleeding of Afghans
and prevent catastrophes. This
Council can save lives. We will
need the council to utilise the
full range of political, diplomatic, human rights and
humanitarian tools and interventions to save lives and prevent further and more horrific atrocities.
“We urge the Council, the
UN and international human
rights mechanisms to respond
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with a greater sense of urgency
to the Afghan calls for civilian
protection, ceasefire, an end to
violence and meaningful and
inclusive political process.
“Women in particular
remember the past and present
abuses of the Taliban against
their freedoms and their persons, and dread what is to
come. As you know, many are
joining the ranks of those trying to flee this worsening
storm,” he added.
In Spin Boldak, Kandahar,
the Commission’s findings confirm that the Taliban dragged
out and killed at least 40 civilians associated with the government, in a campaign of targeted, extrajudicial killings.
Following media and
human rights reporting,
Taliban imposed strict restric-

tions and would investigate
people travelling to and from
Spin Boldak to prevent full
documentation of these atrocities.In Malistan, Ghazni
province, the commission confirmed that at least 27 civilians
were murdered in targeted
killings by the Taliban.
In one instance, Taliban
sought the help of an unarmed
guard to move the bodies of
civilians and then killed the
guard in an attempt to eliminate witnesses.
In Helmand, residents of
the provincial capital of
Lashkar Gah are stuck between
Taliban attacks and government airstrikes, fearing for
their lives every minute and
deprived of access to their
basic rights.

aliban fighters on Sunday
took control of much of the
Capital
of
northern
Afghanistan’s Kunduz province,
including the Governor’s office
and police headquarters, a
provincial council member
said.
Ghulam Rabani Rabani
said fighting between insurgents and Government forces
had taken place around the
Governor’s office and police
headquarters but that later the
Taliban had taken over the two
buildings. They also had control of the main prison building in Kunduz, he said.
Rabani said fighting was
continuing at the city’s airport
and other parts of the city.
Kunduz is a strategic crossroads
with good access to much of
northern Afghanistan as well as
the capital, Kabul, about 200
miles (335 kilometers) away.
A Taliban surge has intensified as US and NATO troops
wrap up their withdrawal
from the countr y. With
Taliban attacks increasing,
Afghan security forces and
government troops have retaliated with airstrikes aided by
the United States. The fight-
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ifty-four years on, the
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) has
succeeded in ensuring peace,
stability, security and steady
development, Cambodian
Prime Minister Hun Sen said in
a message to mark the ASEAN
Day on Sunday.
“Together, we have
embarked on a long and fulfilling journey to nurture the
growth of this regional organization into a closely-knitted and
people-oriented entity,” he said.
ASEAN comprises Brunei,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar, the
Philippines,
Singapore,
Thailand and Vietnam, reports
Xinhua news agency.
Hun Sen said ASEAN has
always been an integral part of
Cambodia’s foreign policy.
“Through ASEAN framework, we have been able to maximize opportunities to cultivate
friendly ties and cooperation
with countries in the region and
external partners around the
globe for the sake of upholding
durable peace, security, prosperity, and national development

across all spectrums,” he said.
“As a regional grouping,
ASEAN has so far been successful in ensuring that its
people enjoy relative peace,
stability, security and steady
development.”
Hun Sen said Cambodia is
committed to sustaining
ASEAN as a region of critical
importance for global trade,
investment and supply chains
through generating maximum
benefits from the existing free
trade agreements and the
Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP).
While seeking to bind all
Southeast Asian nations as a
strong family, ASEAN will
strive to further deepen and
broaden relations and cooperation with external partners in
the spirit of equality, mutual
interest and respect, he added.
Hun Sen said he is confident
that ASEAN “is well prepared to
overcome all the unprecedented
challenges in order to prove
once again that we have the
determination and capability to
further strengthen and promote
peace, stability, security and
prosperity in the region for the
well-being of our peoples”.
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mid a continued resurgence, the single-day
Covid-19 cases in Japan hit a
new record, while the number
of people hospitalised in Tokyo
also reached a fresh high,
according to local media
reports.
On Saturday, the country
registered 15,753 new Covid
cases, which increased the
overall infection tally to
10,01,281, while the total death
toll stood at 15,255, reports
Xinhua news agency.Tokyo,
which hosting the Olympics
while under a state of emergency, reported 4,566new cases
on Saturday, exceeding 4,000
infections for the fourth
straight day.Strains are growing over hospitals in Tokyo, as
the number of inpatients hit
3,485, which surpassed the
record of 3,427 in early
January.The latest figures were
released a day after Japan’s
cumulative total of confirmed
Covid-19 cases topped 1 million.The turning point of the
Covid-19 pandemic seems yet
to come amid the spread of the
highly contagious Delta variant.

Concerns are growing over
a potential collapse of the medical system and the further
spread of the Delta variant
during the Bon holiday period
since people usually return to
their hometowns or travel elsewhere during this period.
To curb the resurgence of
the Covid-19 infections, the
Olympics were mostly held
without spectators.
The state of emergency for
Tokyo will not end when the
Paralympics are scheduled to
begin on August 24.
The Japanese government
has recently expanded the state
of emergency and also decided to put more prefectures
under a quasi-state of emergency.

%LGHQSXVKHVKDUGHUIRUPDVNV 86DYHUDJLQJ/ >]RT[PVVX]V4da^_T
YDFFLQHVDPLGYLUXVUHVXUJHQFH QHZ&RYLG
RPcRWTbd_c^cWTDB
LQIHFWLRQVDGD\ X]ePRRX]PcX^]b
U
80=BQ F0B78=6C>=

S President Joe Biden is
pushing harder on vaccines and masks as Covid-19
cases are surging across the

country due to the spread of the
highly contagious Delta variant.
Covid-19 cases, hospitalisations, and deaths have continued to increase in most
parts of the country, especially in communities with lower
vaccination coverage, according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
(CDC).
The outlook is especially
dire in the South. The States of
Florida and Louisiana recently set seven-day case records,
Xinhua news agencuy quoted
report by The New York Times
as saying on Saturday.
In Florida, coronavirus
hospitalizations are roughly
equal to their previous peak
from last summer.
In Louisiana, intensive care
units are strained and young
adults are contracting serious
cases of the virus.
The resurgence has
prompted the CDC to issue
new guidelines on mask wearing, and some areas are returning to restrictions seen last year
during the height of the pandemic.
Mask wearing has been a
subject of controversy in the
United States for more than a
year, with a significant chunk
of the population refusing to
wear masks for many different
reasons. Some believe such
choices are up to the individual, others believe - against cur-
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he Covid-19 outbreak in
the United States crossed
T
100,000 new confirmed daily
rent data - that masks do not
necessarily protect against the
virus.
Recent weeks have also
seen a marked increase in the
number of private sector companies promoting vaccinations
for those who want to return to
the office.
In a sharp about face of
previous statements, recent
days saw Biden say he would
like to see companies move
toward mandates.
Biden has announced that
all federal workers must be vaccinated or be required to wear
masks and undergo regular
testing.
The President also said he
believes more cities and states
should institute rules like those
in New York City, where customers at restaurants, gyms and
other venues are required to be
vaccinated.
So far, 50 per cent of the
US. population, or more than
165.9 million people, have been
fully vaccinated against Covid19, according to the
CDC.

infections Saturday, a milestone last exceeded during the
winter surge and driven by the
highly transmissible delta variant and low vaccination rates in
the South.
Health officials fear that
cases, hospitalisations and
deaths will continue to soar if
more Americans don’t embrace
the vaccine. Nationwide, 50% of
residents are fully vaccinated
and more than 70% of adults
have received at least one dose.
“Our models show that if
we don’t (vaccinate people), we
could be up to several hundred
thousand cases a day, similar to
our surge in early January,”
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention director
Rochelle Walensky said on
CNN this week.
It took the US about nine
months to cross 100,000 average
daily cases in November before
peaking at about 250,000 in early
January. Cases bottomed out in
June, averaging about 11,000 per
day, but six weeks later the
number is 107,143.
Hospitalisations and deaths
are also increasing, though all

are still below peaks seen early
this year before vaccines
became widely available. More
than 44,000 Americans are
currently hospitalized with
COVID-19, according to the
CDC, up 30% in a week and
nearly four times the number
in June. More than 120,000
were hospitalized in January.
The seven-day average for
deaths rose from about 270
deaths per day two weeks ago
to nearly 500 a day as of Friday,
according to Johns Hopkins
University. Deaths peaked at
3,500 per day in January.
Deaths usually lag behind hospitalizations as the disease normally takes a few weeks to kill.
The situation is particularly
dire in the South, which has some
of the lowest vaccination rates in
the U.S. And has seen smaller
hospitals overrun with patients.
In the Southeast, the number of hospitalized COVID-19
patients jumped 50% to a daily
average of 17,600 over the last
week from 11,600 the previous
week, the CDC says. Florida,
Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi,
North Carolina, South
Carolina, Tennessee and
Kentucky represent 41% of the
nation’s new hospitalisations,
the CDC says, twice their overall share of the population.
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espite a sluggish start,
the European Union’s
Covid-19 vaccination drive
has caught up to that of the
United States, where the slowdown of the country’s oncevaunted campaign has contributed to the virus’s deadly
comeback.
In mid-February, less than
4 per cent of people living in
the 27-nation EU were at least
partially vaccinated against
the coronavirus, compared
with nearly 12 per cent in the
US, according to Our World
in Data, an online science
publication connected to the
University
of
Oxford. Now the EU has surpassed the US by that same
measure, with some 60 per
cent of the bloc’s residents
receiving at least one dose,
versus less than 58 per cent of
Americans.
In Italy, where roughly
63 per cent of people 12 and
older are fully protected,
Premier Mario Draghi took a
victory lap this past week.
“I said that I don’t want to
celebrate successes, but it must
be said that Italy has inoculated more doses per 100
inhabitants than France,

Germany, the United States,’’
he said as the country’s vaccine verification program
went into effect Friday.
People in Italy must now
show proof they have had at
least one vaccine dose, recovered from COVID-19 or
recently tested negative for the
virus if they want to dine
indoors, use gyms or go to
concerts, theaters, museums
and tourist sites such as the
Colosseum.
European authorities
attribute success in Italy and
elsewhere to nationalized
health care and a history of
public confidence in the safety of immunizations.
The EU’s slow process for
approving the vaccinations
set the bloc back at the beginning, but that is now paying
dividends because it is instilling more confidence in the
rapidly developed formulas,
said Dr. Peter Liese, a
European Parliament member
from Germany.
While the US and Britain
issued emergency authorizations of vaccines to get shots
into arms quickly, the EU
went through the longer
process of granting full
approvals, putting it weeks
behind.

ing has raised growing concerns about civilian casualties.
On Saturday, Taliban fighters entered the capital of
Jawzjan province after sweeping through nine of 10 districts
in the province. Several other
of the country’’s 34 provincial
capitals are threatened as
Taliban fighters sweep through
large swaths of Afghanistan at
a surprising speed.
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rovincial Afghan lawmakP
ers say the Taliban have
taken control of another
provincial capital, the fourth
to fall into insurgent hands in
less than a week, in a punishing blow to government
forces.
The Taliban forces overran Taleqan, the capital of the
northern Takhar province on
Sunday, capturing the final
areas it hadn’t previously controlled after a monthslong
siege, the two lawmakers from
the province said.
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t least 45 Houthi rebels
were killed in multiple
airstrikes by the Saudi-led coalition and in ground clashes
with the Yemeni Government
army in the oil-rich province of
Marib in the last 24 hours, military
sources
have
confirmed.
“In the western district of
Sirwah, the airstrikes targeted
a rebel makeshift operational
room, killing at least 12,” one of
the sources in Marib told
Xinhua news agency on
Saturday.
“In the adjacent district of
Rahabah, to the south of
Sirwah, the airstrikes destroyed
several pick-up vehicles carrying rebel combatants, killing
more than 20,” he added.
Another military source
said the army repelled a fierce
attack launched by the Houthi
rebels from three directions
on its positions in the mountains of Al-Bayadh and AlAbzakh
in
R ahabah
district.
“Thirteen rebels were
killed on the ground, while
dozens fled,” he told Xinhua.
Both strategic mountains
and most of Rahabah district
were recaptured by the army
last week.
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he Provincial Assembly of
Pakistan’s
Khyber
T
Pakhtunkhwa has unanimously passed a resolution condemning the attack on a Hindu
temple in the country’s Punjab
province.
Hundreds of people, carrying sticks, stones and bricks
attacked the temple at Bhong
city of Rahim Yar Khan district,
some 590 kms from Lahore,
burning parts of it and damaging the idols on Wednesday
in protest against the release by
a court of an eight-year-old
Hindu boy, who was arrested
for allegedly urinating in a
local seminary.
An FIR has been registered
under terrorism and other sections of the Pakistan Penal
Code against over 150 people
for their involvement in attacking the temple.
The resolution at the
provincial assembly of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa condemning the
attack on the Hindu temple was
moved by minority Member of
the Provincial Assembly (MPA)
Ravi Kumar to which the house
gave a unanimous approval on
Friday.
The house also passed a
resolution for the establishment
of the Commission for
Minority Affaires in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.
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acute shortage
of containers, controlling
Addressing
high shipping freights and
ensuring timely refund of
pending dues are crucial to
take the country’s overall
exports to $400 billion by the
end of this fiscal, according to
exporters.
The other factors that
could help in increasing shipments include ensuring that
negotiations for various freetrade agreements (FTAs) lead
to greater market access for
Indian goods; attracting
export-oriented foreign direct
investment, credit to exporters
at international rates; and
investing in dedicated R&D
and design centres for focused
products in each State.
Leading leather exporter
and Farida Group Chairman
Rafeeq Ahmed said exporters
are facing huge problems with
regard to container shortage,
and this issue needs to be
resolved immediately.
Federation of Indian
Export Organisations (FIEO)
Director General Ajay Sahai
said, “Container shortage issue
is the most serious one and it
will affect manufacturing, as
goods will pile up in factories”.
Sharing a similar view,

Ludhiana Hand Tools
Association President SC
Ralhan said that along with
shortage, high shipping
freights are impacting domestic exporters and both these
matters need attention of the
government as “we are targeting $400 billion exports” in
the current financial year.
Exports during AprilJuly 2021 jumped 73.86 per
cent to $130.56 billion, against
$75.10 billion in the year-ago
period. FIEO former president S K Saraf suggested
exporters to do aggressive
marketing by looking at new
market options; investing in
technology to improve quality and productivity, and doubling of existing capacities.

From the Government side,
Saraf suggested amending
land laws so that exporters can
buy land and get all clearances
in a month’s time; allowing
bank finance at international
price; and paying off pending
dues within a month by all
government departments.
Current FIEO President A
Sakthivel also recommended
the Centre for augmenting
cash flow to exporters; and
providing freight subsidy to
adjust abnormal hike of shipping rates.
He also urged the government to release pending
claims of exporters under different schemes like MEIS
(Merchandise Exports from
India Scheme).

he buzz in the IPO market
continues with four companies launching their initial
share sales this week to raise
over C14,628 crore collectively.
This comes after four
companies - Devyani
International,
Krsnaa
Diagnostics, Windlas Biotech
and Exxaro Tiles- launched
their initial share-sales last
week to mobilize C3,614 crore.
So far in the current fiscal,
16 companies have raised C
30,666 crore through IPOs
against C31,277 crore by 30
firms in the entire 2020-21.
Going forward, market
analysts expect the IPO environment to remain buzzing
during the entire 2021-22.
Hemang Kapasi, Head of
Equities at Sanctum Wealth
Management, said that as many
as 40 IPOs are lined up for the
rest of the year looking to
raise C70,000 crore.
Nuvoco
Vistas
Corporation, part of the Nirma
Group, and online auto classified platform CarTrade Tech
will launch their initial sharesales on Monday, while that of
Aptus Value Housing Finance
and Chemplast Sanmar will be
open for public subscription on
Tuesday, information with
exchanges showed.
The companies are raising
funds to retire their debt, funding capital expenditure require-

ment and for general corporate
purposes. Besides, existing
shareholders are divesting their
stakes in the IPOs.
Cement manufacturer
Nuvoco Vistas’ initial public
offering (IPO) comprises fresh
issue of shares worth C1,500
crore and an offer for sale of
C3,500 crore by promoter
Niyogi Enterprise.
The public issue, with a
price band of C560-570 a share
will open for public subscription on August 9 and conclude
on August 11.
Proceeds of the fresh issue
will be used for the repayment
of certain loans availed the
company and general corporate
purpose.
Nuvoco Vistas is a cement
manufacturer with a consolidated capacity of 22.32
MMTPA. It has 11 cement
plants comprising five integrated units, five grinding units
and one blending unit.
It operates cement manufacturing units in Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, West Bengal,
Rajasthan and Haryana.
CarTrade Tech’s initial
share-sale will be entirely an
offer for sale (OFS) of
18,532,216 equity shares.
Among the investors participating in the OFS are-CMDB II (22.64 lakh equity
shares), Highdell Investment
Ltd (84.09 lakh shares),
Macritchie Investments Pte Ltd
(50.76 lakh shares), Springfield
Venture International (17.65

lakh shares).
Currently, CMDB II holds
11.93 per cent stake in
CarTrade, Highdell Investment
owns 34.44 per cent stake,
MacRitche Investment has
26.48 per cent shareholding
and Springfield Venture
International holds 7.09 per
cent stake in the company.
The company has fixed a
price band of C1,585-1,618 a
share for the IPO, which will be
open for public subscription
during August 9-11.
At the upper end of the
price band, the IPO is expected to mobilise C2,998.51 crore.
Founded in 2009,
CarTrade is backed by marquee
investors -- Warburg Pincus,
Temasek, JP Morgan and
March Capital.
The CarTrade platform
allows customers to buy and
sell used cars as well as new
cars.
The firm is a multi-channel auto platform with coverage and presence across vehicle types and value-added services through its brands -CarWale, CarTrade, Shriram
Automall, BikeWale, CarTrade
Exchange, Adroit Auto and
AutoBiz.
Aptus Value Housing
Finance’ IPO consists of fresh
issue of equity shares aggregating to C500 crore and an
offer for sale of up to
64,590,695 equity shares by
pomoter and existing shareholders.
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NB Housing Finance
expects to manage its bad
P
loans better from this month
onwards, when the deadline of
going soft on borrowers provided by the courts ends on
August 31, and would ask the
borrowers to start repaying if
they are capable to do so, a top
company official said.
The company’s gross nonperforming assets (NPAs)
jumped to six per cent of the
gross advances (or C3,625
crore) in the quarter ended
June 30, 2021, from 2.7 per cent
by the end of June 2020, mainly on account of the impact of
the second wave of the pandemic. The increase in NPAs is
also on account of legal forbearance up to August 31,
2021, as per high court orders,
the company said after its June
quarter earnings last week.
Various courts and high
courts across the states indicated to the lenders not to take
any legal or administrative
action during the second wave
of the pandemic, which mainly spread during April and
May.
“During the quarter, there
were 45 days of lockdown. So,
there was hardly any activity in
this period. “We expect to
manage these better from this
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cial capital near its head office
in south Mumbai, or in the
Bandra Kurla Complex area.
According to the RBI, it
wants office space with a size
of 2,601 to 7,681 square metres,
for which it has issued a
Request for Proposals (RFP) for
“outright purchase of office
premises” in Mumbai.
The central bank “intends
to purchase vacant and peaceful possession of office space
having clear and marketable
title, for its use in south
Mumbai and/or in Bandra
Kurla Complex (BKC) area
near to its existing establishments...,” the RFP document

said.
As per the RFP, the RBI is
looking for office premises
with
minimum
2,601
sq/mtr(28,000 sq/ft) and maximum 7,618 sq/mtr (82,000
sq/ft) carpet area located in
south Mumbai within a radius
of 1.5 km from its Central
Office Building in Fort,
Mumbai and/or in BKC.
Offers of property situated
on leasehold land with residual
lease period at least 30 years
will also be considered by the
RBI, the document added.
Anuj Puri, chairman,
ANAROCK
Property
Consultants, said that as per
ANAROCK Research, total
leasable space at BKC is
approximately 8.7 million sq/ft
area out of which 8-10 per cent
is lying vacant.
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he Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) is looking for addiT
tional office space in the finan-

grant or renew any loans and
advances, make any investment, incur any liability including borrowal of funds and
acceptance of fresh deposits,
disburse or agree to disburse
any payment whether in discharge of its liabilities and
obligations or otherwise.
The bank would also not
enter into any compromise or
arrangement and sell, transfer
or otherwise dispose of any of
its properties or assets.
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he Securities and Exchange
ublic sector hydropower
Board of India (SEBI) took Pmajor SJVN Ltd Chairman
T
up 94 new cases for investiga- and Managing Director Nand
tion of alleged violation of
securities market regulations in
the last financial year.
In its annual report for
2020-21, the capital market
regulator said that it completed investigation of 140 cases
during the year.
“During 2020-21, 94 new
cases were taken up for investigation and 140 cases were
completed in comparison to
161 new cases taken up and 170
cases completed in 2019-20,” it
said.
The total of 94 cases
include 41 instances of market
manipulation and price rigging,
30 cases of insider trading, 3
cases pertaining to takeovers.
Around 20 cases were in the
‘miscellaneous’ category.
Which include alleged
violations of listing conditions,
disclosure requirements,
SCRA, preferential allotment
requirements and violations
by statutory auditors, among
others.
“During 2020-21, 46 cases
(32.9 per cent) pertained to
market manipulation and price
rigging, 40 cases (28.6 per
cent) pertained to insider trading, four cases (2.9 per cent)
pertained to takeovers, two
cases (1.4 per cent) pertained
to ‘issue’ related manipulation
and 48 cases (34.3 per cent)
pertained to other violations of
securities laws,” the annual
report said.

he Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) has extended the
restrictions on Karnatakabased Millath Co-operative
Bank by three months till
November 7.
This extension is subject to
review, said an RBI statement.
The restrictions were last
extended till August 8.
“The RBI is satisfied that in
the public interest, it is necessary to extend the period of
operation of the Directive
DCBS.CO.BSD III.D-12
/12.23.096/2018-19 dated April
26, 2019 issued to Millath Cooperative Bank Limited,
Devangere, Karnataka,” the
statement said.
As per the RBI’s directions, the co-operative bank
shall not, without prior
approval of RBI in writing

Lal Sharma on Sunday
reviewed the operational performance of its two mega facilities - the 1,500 MW NathpaJhakri Hydro Power Station
and the 412 MW Rampur
Hydro Power Station.
He told the media that the
SJVN has set record power
generation from all its generating units, including renewable projects, in July with 1,580
million units (MUs) surpassing
the previous record of 1,563
MU during this month in
2020.
In FY 2021, against the
total design energy of 8,700
MUs of its five stations, comprising two hydropower stations in Himachal Pradesh,
two wind power stations and
one solar power station in
Maharashtra and Gujarat, the
company has established a new
benchmark of generating 9,224
MUs of energy.
Chairing a review meeting
attended by heads of power stations, Sharma said the combined team efforts of the officials manning operation and
maintenance of both the ‘flagship power stations’ have
enabled the company to carve
out new milestones in the
power generation.
He said that the SJVN
operates all of its power stations
with the highest level of competence of international standards.
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il marketing companies (OMC) kept petrol
and diesel rates unchanged on Sunday as
international crude oil prices have started to
recede.
This was the 22nd day of pause in the fuel
price change.
Global crude prices have swung in all directions in July starting with a low of $70 a barrel
to quickly breaching to $77 a barrel, and then
fall below $70 a barrel to cross $75 a barrel later
in the month.Currently, the October contract
of Brent crude oil on the Intercontinental
Exchange is at $70.70 per barrel. The oil prices
have declined on concerns of growing Covid
cases, slowing industrial recovery globally and
rising US oil inventory.
With no price increase by OMCs, in the
national capital, petrol continued to sell at
C101.84 per litre, while diesel was unchanged
at C89.87 a litre on Saturday.
The pump price of fuel has been static since
July 18.
In the city of Mumbai, where petrol prices
crossed the C100-mark for the first time ever on
May 29, the fuel price is at C107.83 per litre.
Diesel price in the city is also at C 97.45, the
highest among metros.
Petrol prices in all metros have now crossed
the C100 per litre-mark. In Chennai, petrol is
priced at C102.49 a litre and in Kolkata C101.08
a litre. Diesel is also priced at C94.39 and C93.02
per litre in both cities respectively. The long price
pause has come after fuel prices increased on
the 41 days in the current financial year. The
41 increases have taken up petrol price by C11.44
per litre in Delhi. Similarly, diesel prices have
increased by C9.14 per litre in the national
Capital.
Prices of both auto fuels reduced only once
in April by 16 and 14 paise per litre respectively.
Diesel prices were also reduced by 16 paise per
litre in Delhi on July 12. Since April 2020, petrol
prices have increased by C32.25 per litre from
C69.59 a litre to C101.84 a litre now in Delhi.
Similarly, diesel prices during the period have
increased by C27.58 per litre from C62.29 to
C89.87 a litre in the national Capital.

aced with prospect of its assets
across the globe being seized
just like Pakistan and Venezuela,
the Government decided to scrap
retrospective taxation but the
international embarrassment
could have been avoided had
‘attached’ shares of Britain’s Cairn
Energy Plc not been sold, according to tax and legal experts.
On
Thursday,
the
Government introduced a Bill in
Parliament to scrap the rule that
gave the tax department power to
go 50 years back and slap capital
gains levies wherever ownership
had changed hands overseas but
business assets were in India. The
2012 legislation was used to levy
a cumulative of C 1.10 lakh crore
of tax on 17 entities, including UK
telecom giant Vodafone, but substantial punitive action was taken
only in the case of Cairn.
The income tax department
not just sold Cairn’s near 10 per

cent shareholding in its erstwhile
Indian subsidiary but also seized
its dividends totalling C1,140
crore and stopped tax refunds of
C1,590 crore.
“The shares the firm held in
Cairn India (renamed Vedanta
Ltd) were attached by the income
tax department soon after it
served an initial assessment of
C10,247 crore tax demand on
Cairn Energy in January 2014.
“Most of these shares were
sold within two years of serving
a formal tax demand in March
2015,” a leading tax expert said,
requesting not to be identified.
The tax department reasoned the decision to the fact that
Cairn had begun the process to
sell its residual stake in 2014 and
the company would have fled the
country after that, leaving no
avenues to recover the levy.
“But, what is being overlooked is the fact that Cairn
couldn’t have sold the shares as
they were already attached by the

tax department. They would have
remained in its possession till the
final conclusion of any or all legal
processes,” he said.
Once the December 2020
ruling of the international tribunal
on the arbitration initiated by
Cairn came overturning the levy
of taxes on the reorganisation of
India business that Cairn carried
in 2006 before listing the local
unit, “the government could have
just released those shares and the
matter would have ended,” he
said. E-mails sent to the finance
ministry as well as the Central
Board of Direct Taxes seeking
comments remained unanswered.
“There is no right or wrong decision. Decisions are bad or good.
The share sale decision was a bad
one,” another legal expert said.

month onwards even as we
have managed to pull back
some NPAs. We have pulled
back about C80 crore of NPA
in July itself,” Hardayal Prasad,
managing director and CEO of
PNB Housing Finance, told
PTI in an interview.
The restrictions led to a little bit of problems on the
recovery front, he said.
He added that if someone
has borrowed money from the
company, the person is bound
to return it unless there is a
demise in a family, or someone’s business is wiped out.
“But, if you have borrowed, your business is running. I have every right to ask
for my money,” Prasad said.
However, the company
will be considerate enough to
find a solution on a case-tocase basis, if there are genuine
borrowers facing any kind of
problem to repay, he added.
The company’s Covid-19related restructured loans stood
at C1,733 crore as of June 30,
2021. It posted a five per cent
fall in its net profit to C243
crore in the first quarter ended
June 2021, as against C257
crore in the year-ago quarter.
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oreign portfolio investors
(FPI) have made a comeback to India’s equities segment
and made a net investment of
C975 crore in the first week of
August. The FPIs have made a
comeback after a net outflow of
C11,308 crore in July.
The week-ended Friday
witnessed surge in the Indian
equity market with both the
BSE Sensex and the Nifty50 on
the National Stock Exchange
touching new highs. On
August 5, the Sensex touched
a record high of C 54,717.24
crore. The market surged in
line with the global cues and on
the back of robust Q1 earnings.

1^[[hf^^S

=4F34;78k<>=30H k0D6DBC (!!

³8cUTT[bV^^Sc^QTRP[[TS
PVP\TRWP]VTa
Qdc8P\
YdbcS^X]V\hY^Q´
°?P]ZPYCaX_PcWX

Wcc_b)fffSPX[h_X^]TTaR^\eXePRXch

µC62=:EJCF?D:?>JG6:?D¶



F 4 1 1 4 3

&+5,67< 9$5*+(6( FDWFKHVXSZLWKWKHUHDOLW\79VWDU35,1&(1$58/$DQGWKHIRXQGHURI'UHDP]
3URGXFWLRQ+RXVH 6+$5$'&+$8'+$5<DVWKH\MRLQIRUFHVIRUWKHQHZZHEVHULHV([WUHPH6XUYLYRUV

P

rince Narula is a name that has
grown to be synonymous with
reality television over the past
five years. Prince first emerged in the
limelight in 2014 when he finished as
the second-runner up in PTC
Punjabi’s Mr. Punjab. In 2015, he participated in MTV India’s Roadies X2
where he emerged as the winner and
thus commenced his reign as the
widely acclaimed star of reality TV.
Hot on the heels of his victory at
Roadies X2, he took part in MTV
India’s Splitsvilla 8, winning his second reality TV crown on the trot. In
October 2015, Narula entered Colors
TV’s Bigg Boss 9, winning yet again,
marking a hat-trick of back-to-back
wins.
In 2016, he raked in the rewards
of the glory he had attained in the previous year. From 2016 to 2018, he portrayed Lakhan ‘Lucky’ Singh Ahlawat
in &TV’s Badho Bahu. Since 2016,
Narula has also been a ‘gang leader’
in each season of MTV Roadies. In
2018, he played Aryan in Laal Ishq,
following which he portrayed
Shahnawaz in Colors TV’s Naagin 3.
In 2019, Narula made his digital debut
with ZEE5’s Bombers as Bali. Next, as
if on a whim, he participated in Star
Plus’ Nach Baliye 9, to win his fourth
consecutive reality show.
Against the backdrop of this winning mentality comes the news that
he would be hosting a new web
series, Extreme Survivors. From a
model, to a reality TV persona, to an
actor and now a web series host, these
are not unfamiliar grounds as he has
been hosting Flipkart Video’s Khel
Paheliyon Ka, a riddle-themed interactive quiz show.
In these times when people prefer binge-watching shows and web
series at their convenience from the
confines of their homes, content has
grown to become somewhat redundant. New times need newer solutions,
which is why producers and directors
are leaving no stone unturned to make
sure they create content which can
keep people engaged and invested.
This is where Extreme Survivors,
directed by Sharad Chaudhary, holds
promise a breath of fresh air in times
when lukewarm reality shows and
web-series are a dime a dozen.
Sharad, who happens to be a casting director and entertainment entre-
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Following the creation of the multiverse at the end
of Loki’s first season finale, the series explores the
various branching timelines of that multiverse in which
major moments from the Marvel Cinematic Universe
films occur differently. It releases on August 11 on
Disney+ Hotstar.

preneur working in the field for over
eight years, expresses that the buzz
surrounding Extreme Survivors is no
fluke as it would be promising for
audiences who love adventure and
high-octane stunts and tasks.

“We have devoted a lot of time
and energy to this show, and the
results are out there for everyone to
see. The first two episodes of Extreme
Survivors is streaming now on the TV
and Movie app named ‘VIS
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Tiwari feels her
daughter Palak, who is all set
Sto hweta
make her debut in
Bollywood with the horror
film Rosie: The Saffron Chapter,
is a better actor than her.
The 40-year-old added that
she would love to share screen
space with Palak if she gets a
chance.
Shweta shared, “I would
love to work with her. At times
she does these auditions and
when I see her at work, I feel
that she is a better actor than
me. She does it so easily, it
seems effortless. I just keep
looking and at times I can't help
but get emotional when I see
her perform.”
Shweta has been a part of
the small screen industry for
over 20 years now. She gained
the spotlight with her performance as Prerna Sharma Bajaj
in Kasautii Zindagii Kay, and
later featured in shows such as
Parvarrish and Begusarai,
among others.
She also revealed that she
doesn’t consider herself a television star.
“I am not a star, I am an
actor. People know me, yes, but
I won’t say I am a star by any
means,” she shared with a
laugh.

Shweta, who is a part of the
11th season of Khatron Ke
Khiladi, hosted by filmmaker
Rohit Shetty on Colors,
revealed that now since her
daughter has joined showbiz,
there are a lot of common topics to discuss.

“Yes, at least we have common topics to talk about. There
are so many things that I could
learn from her and vice versa.
It's a lot of fun when you have
the same things to talk about,”
Shweta concluded.

45<978D54D?25
>?=9>1D54* B1C9;1
0Rc^aA0B8:03D60;fW^QPVVTScf^
]^\X]PcX^]bPccWT8]SXP]5X[\5TbcXeP[^U
<T[Q^da]T855<U^aWTaf^aZX]cWTUX[\
;^^cRPbT P]SfTQbTaXTb<XaiP_da!
Tg_aTbbTSWTaST[XVWcPcQTX]V]^\X]PcTS
°8cXbP]W^]^dac^WPeT\hf^aZ
]^cXRTSQhPSXbRTa]X]VYdahP]Sc^QT]^\
X]PcTSP[^]VbXSTb^\T^UcWT\^bccP[T]cTS
PRc^ab^U^daR^d]cah¯PRc^abfW^aPXbT
cWTQPafXcWTPRW_a^YTRccWPccWThS^±
bWPaTSP]TRbcPcXRAPbXZP

°80=B

Entertainment’. I am sure you will like
it,” he says with a smile.
Sharad’s Dreamz Production
House, a well-known name in the
modelling and fashion industry, is
promoting the young talents of India
through various ventures like Mr &
Miss Super Model International and
Provogue Personal Care Mr India. As
we wait for Prince to join us, Sharad
tells us that Prince has a lot going on,
but at the moment he has been
focussing on the projects of his record
label, Wiinning Records.
Right on cue, Prince shows up
and profusely apologises, sharing
that he was in the middle of a music
video shoot for his label.
His judgement is impeccable as he
sees our initial question coming from
a mile away and laughs it off when we
ask him how is Extreme Survivors different from other reality TV shows
which promise high octane stunts,
such as Roadies or Khatron Ke Khiladi.
“You might think that these shows are
similar to each other, and on face
value it might seem like they might
seem to bear a close resemblance to
each other. However, if you watch
these shows you will realise that each
one of the shows you mentioned is
designed in a different vein altogether. The concept is implemented by the
director, and after watching Extreme
Survivors, you would have to agree
that Sharad bhai has done a splendid
job. I believe that if you really love
something and work towards it to the
best of your ability without worrying
about the results, you will achieve it
without fail. Sharad and I have poured
a lot of love into the show, and I
would urge you to watch the show,”
Prince grins.
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s the COVID-19 outbreak has us
spending a majority of our time at
home, the sacred space where we go to
relax, indulge in some self-care and
pamper ourselves are no longer salons
or spas but our bathrooms. This corner
of our home can play a huge role in
melting away the stress of the day, making us feel our best.
Against the backdrop of the pandemic, now, more than ever, ensuring
that our bathroom is aesthetically
pleasing is crucial. It is time to decode
your bath space. Count every single
thing within this area and create a sense
of luxury. If you are building your sanctuary from scratch or renovating it, here
are some ways in which you can elevate
its overall look and feel with some minimalistic changes.
Make a sustainable statement
with your fittings and fixtures
In today’s scenario, an ideal bathroom should not just offer a relaxing
experience, but also ensure there is minimum water consumption and minimal
wastage. Fortunately, new-age, futuristic brands are innovating sustainable
products that create a luxury statement
while also conserving water with every
shower. For instance, certain cuttingedge showerheads enrich the shower
water with air, making the droplets
delightfully lighter and velvety soft. Not
only does this guarantee more enjoyable
showers, but it also enables you to
reduce your water consumption and
take a carefree shower every day.
Similarly, technologically advanced
showers and faucets can reduce the
amount of water that flows every time
to give your comprehensive water and
cost savings. These are available in clutter-free designs and styles where you
can intuitively switch between jet
modes and use only as much water as
you need to get a satisfying and uplift-

When we quiz him on the challenges he experienced while hosting
the show, he is quick to retort, “Reality
toh mere khoon me hai (Reality runs
in my veins). After over six years in
the industry, it comes naturally to me.
Earlier this year, I was roped in by
Flipkart Video to host their quiz
show so it is not really uncharted territory. However, it is great fun to be
a part of a show like Extreme
Survivors, which involved a lot of
stunts and action. I have to say that
my time as a ‘gang leader’ in the
Roadies came in handy here.
However, I have developed a change
in mentality. Earlier, it was all about
entertaining people. Now, while that
is all well and good, I have grown to
realise that I would to cause some real
change and help inspire people. I
hope through this show I have been
able to effect growth in participants
and the audience, but there is always
room for improvement. I have come
a long way, yes, but there is a long
way to go, yet!”
While Khatron Ke Khiladi, Roadies
and Extreme Survivors may be designed
differently, we ask him is there any
chance of seeing him in Khatron Ke
Khiladi, since he is well acquainted with
the other two shows now?
“Who would turn down an
opportunity to work with Rohit
Shetty sir? Well, I have. (laughs) It
was not by design of course, I just
could not commit to the show
because of pre-existing commitments. But you may rest assured,
you will see me on his show soon,
if not on the next season, the one
after that. I can’t wait to win my fifth
reality show, after all,” he shares
unabashedly.
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Japanese animated science fiction film written
and co-directed by Hideaki Anno and produced by
Studio Khara. It is the fourth and final film in the
Rebuild of Evangelion film series of the Neon
Genesis Evangelion franchise. It releases on August
13 on Amazon Prime Video.
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The film’s story is based during 1971 Indo-Pak war
when the IAF airstrip at Bhuj was destroyed in combat.
Subsequently, 300 local women from Gujarat, led by IAF
squadron leader Vijay Karnik, heroically reconstruct the
airbase. It releases on Augut 13 on Disney+ Hotstar.
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ing showering experience. Of course,
these minimalistic fittings are available
in eye-catching designs that you’ll be
proud to display in your bathrooms.
Less clutter spells elegance
Now that you know how to reduce
the clutter using your sustainable and
smart fittings, it is time to up the elegance quotient with everything present
in your bathroom. You can start with
reducing the number of products that
are displayed on your bathroom counters. The lesser the clutter, the more elegant your space will feel. You can also
use multipurpose products so that

fewer products are in your cupboards
and drawers.
DIY can be a complete hassle so
make decisions and make mindful
purchases. Choose a statement shade
such as grey, chore, black or white
according to the ambience you want to
create. Today, brands also offer taps and
other fixtures with different, appealing
surface finish designs. Whether you
prefer chrome or a pop of colour, you
can pick and choose, and add elegance
to your bathroom.
Get inspiration from nature
A true minimalist spa-like experi-
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ence can exude from nature-inspired
décor for your bathroom. Go for natural surfaces and materials like pebble
floors, natural stone tiles, wooden platforms to achieve an aesthetically pleasing ambience. The impression of peace
and tranquillity will naturally flow
from these additions, transforming
your entire bathroom experience.
Finally, add a personal touch to
make sure that your aura matches the
one that your bathroom creates. It will
then become the calming and relaxing
space that your dream of. It goes without saying that bathrooms are an essential part of the home. They have gone
through an immense transformation
over the years, and people now put a lot
of thought into setting up their bathrooms. Functional, aesthetically pleasing, luxurious, and minimalistic is the
way forward. So, keep it minimal and
it is sure to pop!
(The author is the MD of
Hansgrohe India, the German sanitary
fittings manufacturer’s Indian wing.)
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his is the story of a determined
youth from one of the most
marginalised sections of Indian
society, paving the path for many
behind him. It is also a story of how
the ‘system’ itself creates barriers for
many who do not have the privilege
of accessing opportunities. It started
10 years ago, in 2011. Raju Kendre,
then an 18-year-old boy, was in Pune
for admission to undergraduate studies. Owing to financial constraints, he
had to give up the opportunity. Today,
he is transforming the education scenario in Maharashtra’s rural region by
helping tribal and marginalised communities access higher education.
Not only this, Raju’s determination
and belief in himself and the grit to
follow the unconventional path has
won him the prestigious Chevening
Scholarship offered by the Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development
Office, Government of United
Kingdom (UK) to pursue his higher
education.
“I dedicate this scholarship to
first-generation learners,” Raju wrote
to his programme officer at the
Chevening Secretariat as he confirmed his opportunity to study in the
UK for the next academic year. He has
been asserting this during his press
interviews and in his social media
posts to highlight an important
ground reality. “There are so many like
me who have the credentials but lack
mentorship to access opportunities in
our system,” expressed Raju. As the
results of the prestigious scholarship
were declared on June 29, Raju’s
story went viral on social media.
Raju was born to a family of farmers in Pimpri-Khandare, a small village in Maharashtra’s Buldhana district
in the Vidarbha region. The area is
known for faring poorly on development indicators compared to the rest
of the state. He studied in the local
zilla parishad school until the eighth
standard, scoring good grades consistently. When he turned 14, he left for
Bharat Vidhyalaya, Buldhana. The
school is known for admitting meritorious students from nearby areas for
further education.
After returning from Pune, Raju
completed his bachelor’s degree from
Maharashtra’s open university. “I had
no one to guide me properly. As a
first-generation learner, it’s important
to have the right mentor to steer your
path,” he shared. This sowed the seed

for Eklavya, a grassroots mentorship
platform for first-generation learners
from tribal and other marginalised
communities.
While pursuing his undergraduate education, he joined Maitri — an
organisation — working in Melghat,
a distant region on the foothills of
Satpura hills in Amravati district
bordering Madhya Pradesh. This
region suffers from a high death rate
among children due to malnutrition
and lack of adequate healthcare.
Maitri organises a volunteering camp
during monsoons where social workers and volunteers from across the
state visit the place and work towards
improving the condition of the local
populace. He mentions that this was
a critical moment in his life when he
decided to pursue this cause further.
Melghat transformed Raju’s career
path. “My experiences have shaped my
decisions. And the time I spent at
Melghat made me realise that my
problems were part of a larger systemic issue. Many of us from rural
areas of India are still struggling to
access the most basic facilities
promised to us by our Constitution,”
he said, describing the initiation of his
journey. In 2014, he passed the
entrance to the Tata Institute of Social
Sciences (TISS), one of the premier
institutes in the country, for development studies. He joined the Master’s
programme in rural development.
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ndia gained freedom from
British raj, 75 years ago on
IAugust
15, as a result of sacrifices made by leaders like
Mahatma Gandhi, Sardar
Patel, Pandit Nehru, Maulana
Azad and thousands of others
who suffered grievously at the
hands of Britishers. Many sons
and daughters of India even
lost their lives in India’s freedom movement. All those
who took part in this struggle,
which devoured innumerable
lives and enormous wealth,
made their sacrifices because
they thought that India, after
independence, would regain
peace and prosperity. Our
forefathers had a beautiful
vision of a united India which
was free from poverty, communal hatred, slavery to foreign habits and goods and had
the complete liberty to build
the future, styled by Mahatma
Gandhi as the ‘Ram Rajya’.
With a dream in their eyes and
zest in their heart, they fought
for our freedom till their very
last breath to ensure that we do
not have to face what they had
to. But today, when we look at
the present state of our beloved
country, we are unable to
match it with the vision they
had envisaged.
Today we proudly say that
we are a free country, but our
behaviour suggests that we are
still not free. How? Because we
are full of bitterness towards
other religions, traditions and
always try to suppress the
growth of others. We are tied
in shackles of terrorism, false
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Dear Anthia,
Why is it that octopuses are always the
bad guys in films? For some reason, they
seem to freak most people out which must
be bad for their PR. Oh… and what is the
plural of octopus (octopus, octopuses, octopi
or octopodes)? That question seems to really bug the grammar Nazis.
LOL- Dr Achtbeine
Hello, Dr Arschgeig,
Time, like toilet paper, is a precious thing.
Some hoard it, waste it even; others recognise its value and so expend it wisely, frugally, in moderation. Writing to newspaper
columns about octopus oppression places
you firmly in the former category, as a bane
to society. So with that poo-pooing complete,
let me address your absurd remarks…
Famous for its guile, its gangly arms and
its grudge with grammarians, the octopus has
captured the hearts and souls of generations
— which is probably why it now has three
hearts itself. It graced the stage in the worst
ever Spider-Man film, as a Bach-playing
organ fanatic in the pirate movie nobody can
spell, and just last year starred in the Oscarwinning documentary Octosox about how
our eight-legged friends propped up the sock
industry during its slump in the pandemic
when everyone had zip-tied their purse
strings. All of which goes to show that there’s
one lie to every two truths told.
The same applies to your letter — yes,
octopuses make excellent evil geniuses; yes,
they piss off people trying to pluralise them;
but by no means is weirding people out bad
for PR. Just look at America’s last president.
First things first —why do nasty octopi
get cast? Well, let me rather ask you a question. Do you fear waterslides, mops and

While talking about his experience at
the institute’s Tuljapur campus, he
revealed, “TISS helped me to structure
my thoughts. It helped me to devise
a plan from theory to action”.
His plan started taking shape
when he took a break from the course
in 2015 to contest the Gram Panchayat
polls in his village. A local youth coalition was formed where the group
addressed development concerns of
the village — from education to
water. To prove their commitment to
the cause, Raju mentions that his
panel printed their manifesto on
bond papers and distributed it around
the village. “People have the right to

hold their leaders accountable. We
wanted to prove this commitment
with actions and not just words,” he
remarked. They lost the polls but 21year-old Raju set up a progressive
precedent. “Today, local youth have
mobilised themselves actively. They
are forming independent panels and
some have won these polls too,” he
said while describing the political situation today.
After he graduated from TISS,
Raju was selected in the Chief
Minister’s fellowship programme
commissioned by the Maharashtra
State Government. During the fellowship, he witnessed the system’s functioning from within. “Maharashtra
was at the forefront of the progressive
movement. But there were instances
which made me realise that the state’s
commitment to implementing social
justice measures was quite slow, especially for geographically distant areas
generally populated by scheduled
castes and tribes,” he said, citing one
of the learnings from the programme.
Raju strongly believes that Dalits,
Bahujan and Adivasi students have to
access formal education to uplift
themselves. Intending to set up local
libraries in distant villages of
Vidarbha, he started a book collection
drive after the fellowship. He is
encouraging more and more students to read and think.
“I believe that a good mentor can

steer you towards success. There are
many organisations and government
initiatives encouraging students to
access primary and secondary education. But there are very few initiatives
aiding these students to access higher education. Students coming from
lower class-lower caste and tribal
backgrounds do not have the same
privileges. Many of us in the rural
areas face a tough time with limited
access and a grave digital divide,” said
Raju, while elaborating on Eklavya’s
philosophy. The movement has helped
over 130 students from rural areas of
Maharashtra access opportunities
such as scholarships and placements.
Students who registered in Ekalavya’s
mentorship programme are placed in
premier institutions like TISS, JNU,
Azim Premji University, Delhi School
of Social Work and IIT’s Development
Studies programs.
After his success here, he started
preparing for opportunities abroad to
encourage students to aim beyond
conventional options. Raju received
offers from 18 universities in the UK
alone but there was a severe dearth of
funding. Chevening Scholarships are
one of the most competitive scholarships known for selecting potential
leaders from over 166 countries across
the world. For the 2021-22 academic
calendar, they received over 63,000
applicants globally, an unprecedented figure. Over 5,000 of these candidates were shortlisted for the interview
round in March-April. While the
exact number is yet unknown, the
cohort from India has 35-40 members.
Raju is one of them and he will be
joining the School of Oriental and
African Studies (SOAS), the
University of London to pursue a master’s degree in development studies.
While discussing his goals after
Chevening, Raju shared, “I want to
establish a dedicated institution —
India’s first tribal university — for
first-generation learners. I want to use
my experience to make things better
for the next generation. Eklavya, as a
movement, will create 2000 such
leaders in the next few years.”
Raju’s story is a testimony to one
of the gaps in our approach in ensuring social justice. Accessibility, alone,
is not enough if there are no mentorship opportunities to help students
from the margins enter the mainstream.
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drive-through carwashes? Of course, you do!
And all these things have clear traits in common: they’re wet and they’re tentacle-y. Ergo
ipso facto quid pro quo et cetera, octopi give
people the creeps.
It goes beyond that, however. ‘Octopus’
rhymes with hippopotamus — a creature
notorious for killing people, tallying 500
human fatalities each year. It also rhymes
with hopeless, ignoramus, and autobus — all
words with bad associations. Come to think
of it, ‘octopus’ is only a few letters off Oedipus,
the Greek 'hero' who killed his father and
married his mother. So the creature’s clearly fallen in with the wrong crowd.
Other traits probably don’t help either.
Octopuses have blue blood, just like spiders,
scorpions, vampires and the Queen. No popularity points there. The very name, ‘octopus,’ is an anagram of itself (switch the ‘o’s)
which surely is evidence of witchcraft. And
some scientists believe that they’re aliens, or
rather squids mutated by DNA carried on
an ancient meteorite. Pretty tenta-cool if you
ask me.
But time and tide wait for no man, so
whilst we’ve delved into octopuses’ villain credentials and discovered what makes them
queer as quaggas, one important question
remains answered- to pluralise or not to plu-

ralise? To be or not to bees? Octopus, octopuses, octopodes or octopi?
All of these forms are considered right
by different dictionaries and warring grammar gangs. I disagree. Octopus cannot be
both singular and plural because chaos would
ensue. Heaven knows we have enough
problems already with plurals — ‘woman’
and ‘women’ is especially cruel, besides which
some words outright refuse to exist in the
singular form. You can have a pair of scis-

sors, but one sciss? I don’t think so. No, the
‘one octopus, two octopus’ formulation is
simply asking for trouble, like the nerdy kid
walking into class on his first day with big
spectacles labelled ‘fragile: do not break.’
As for octopi, if such a word existed it
would mean approximately 25.1327412
(eight times pi, and an utterly useless value
all-round). Or perhaps it would be some sort
of experimental, mixed cuisine. Either way,
it is NOT a group of octopuses because octo-

pus is a word derived from Greek so using
the Latin pluralisation ‘octopi’ makes you less
intelligent than Caesar AND HE’S DEAD.
That leaves us with just two forms,
from which you’re free to pick and choose.
If perchance you are a pretentious nitwit,
then octopodes would be the correct
Greek plural and if you’d rather not have
your head flushed down a toilet then octopuses is the safer option. Better yet, steer
clear of the subject altogether. Octopodes
are solitary animals after all, so whoever
started the whole futile debate was as sadistic and manipulative as the inventor of
English grammar.
So where does that leave us? On the
first count, the octopus (or octopus for
Dutch-speakers) has long been held as the
villain of legend. From the infamous
Kraken to the sea monster of Jules Verne’s
20,000 Leagues Under the Sea to Ursula in
The Little Mermaid and countless other fictitious beasts, octopuses frighten folks. Even
beyond the tales, few creatures can fell 26
people within minutes, just from being
held. Australia’s blue-ringed octopus can
and does (though not often 26 in a session
unless the victims are stood like dominoes).
On the other hand, octopuses are weird
enough to be noteworthy without being

ideologies, corruption, communal violence, caste distinctions and so on. We tend to
forget that independence is not
only living freely but also
allowing others to live freely.
All this makes one wonder if
are we really independent? Are
we worthy of any praise? Most
of us would agree that at this
point what we have is not ‘Ram
Rajya’, which is described as a
place or a period where everyone — right from the king
down to the most ordinary
subject — is righteous and
pure, which is the essence of
true religion, is visible everywhere. But in present India
one finds, corruption not character, poverty not purity, and
violence and vandalism rather
than virtues that are thriving
visibly. With such a scenario,
if we want to have real freedom, we will have to liberate
ourselves from the chains of
five vices of lust, anger, greed,
ego and attachment. As long as
we have not secured a release
from these five well-known
enemies, we cannot call ourselves truly independent.

badass. I mean, they look like mop heads
that have just finished mopping up marshmallows, so you can see why they evolved
active camouflage. We’ve all heard of a
headless chicken, but octopuses have a
‘brain’ in each arm, allowing them to pick
their nose after being decapitated (assuming they still had a nose, or rather that they
had a nose in the first place… OK, bad
example).
They’ve been known to rob fishermen,
juggle hermit crabs, intentionally flood
aquariums and engineer electrical outages,
alongside solving Rubik’s cubes faster than
any human could. One octopus in a UK
aquarium learnt to break out of its tank at
night and snack on fish from a nearby tank
before returning innocently in time for the
keeper’s morning arrival. And who could
forget Paul, the German octopus, who correctly predicted the results of all seven of
Germany’s games and the final of the 2010
FIFA World Cup?
In the end, our world is filled with
ignorant people who call octopuses octopi,
who think they have six or 10 legs and
serve them up on fish menus alongside
cuttlefish, starfish, crayfish, jellyfish and
shellfish, none of which belong to that elite
class. Octopuses are smarter than we are,
so they become the de facto bad guys to
heal our wounded self-esteem. In the ageold words of Harry Wormwood, “I’m
smart, you’re dumb; I’m big, you’re little;
I’m right, you’re wrong and there’s nothing you can do about it.”
The End.
(The author is a wildlife carer, naturalist, researcher, writer, scientist, host of
the Animalsense podcast and a TEDx
speaker.)
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tions in the run-up to the
Olympics with just three international events under his belt,
and only one of them featured
a top class field.
But he said he was happy to
have got the chance to compete.
Asked how he was able to
come up with big throws in his

A

history-scripting
Olympic Gold medal in
his pocket, star javelin
thrower Neeraj Chopra’s next
target is breaching the 90m
mark soon in the coming events.
In fact, Chopra, who
clinched the country’s maiden
athletics medal to become only
the second Indian to win an
individual Gold in the Olympics,
went for it while trying for the
Games record (90.57m) on
Saturday but could not accomplish it.
“Javelin throw is a very
technical event and a lot
depends on the day’s form.
Anything can happen. So, my
next target is to breach the 90m
(mark),” Chopra said after his
historic feat.
“I was just focussing on
Olympics this year. Now that I
have won the Gold, I will plan
ahead for the upcoming competitions. After coming to India, I
will again look for a foreign visa
to take part in international
events,” he added.
After pulling out of the
Gateshead Diamond League on
July 13, Chopra had said that he
could participate in the remaining legs of the elite one-day
meeting series after the
Olympics.
The Lausanne (August 26)
and Paris (August 28) legs as well
as the Zurich finals (September
9) will have men’s javelin events.
The Olympics is the grandest stage for any athlete and can
be intimidating but not for 23year old Chopra, who said he did

first two attempts, he said, “If the
first throw goes well, then it
releases the pressure. That happened. The second throw was
also very good.
“I knew at the point of
release both will go far. That
must have put pressure on the
other athletes.”

6WURQJIDPLO\VXSSRUW
NH\WR&KRSUD VVXFFHVV

=TTaPY2W^_aPX]PRcX^]SdaX]V\T]´bYPeT[X]cWa^fTeT]c

not take any pressure and was
going about his job just like he
does at any other international
event.
“There was no pressure and
I was taking it (Olympics) just
like any other event. It was like
I have played against these athletes before and there’s no rea-
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son to worry. I was able to focus
on my performance. That has
helped me win Gold.
“Yes, I did think about India
not winning a medal in athletics but once I get hold of my
javelin, all these things do not
come to my mind.”
He was short on prepara-

Panipat: A strong determination, discipline and hardwork
backed by family’s unflinching
support played a key role in
star javelin thrower Neeraj
Chopra’s success at his maiden Olympic Games in Tokyo.
Chopra’s father Satish
Chopra, who has a farming
background, credited family
support behind his son’s
achievement.
“When one’s child
achieves success and brings
glory to the nation, there are
no words to express happiness
of parents and entire family.
We live in a joint family and we
are four brothers. Neeraj
(Chopra) has been lucky in the
sense that he got full support
from entire family, who constantly encouraged and motivated him to pursue his passion,” he told the media.
The athlete’s mother Saroj
added: “Today, he has lived up
to everyone’s expectations and
made India proud,” she said.
Chopra’s uncle Bhim

Chopra, who played a key
role in shaping his career,
agreed with his brother.
“God has answered our
prayers. “It is not only a player’s hard work and strong
determination that counts,
strong family support, constant
encouragement and motivation and inculcating good values is important. Neeraj have
all these which helped him
pursue his aim,” Bhim Chopra
said.
Chopra’s native Khandra
village, near Panipat burst into
celebratory mood after their
very own child shone bright at
sport’s biggest stage on
Saturday evening.
Even elderly women in the
village and family have been
dancing and singing after he
had won a Gold and heaped
praise on the son-of-the-soil
for making India proud.
Satish said he was confident that his son would win a
medal, but was not sure about
the colour of the medal. PTI

<_VVZ_[fcjRWWVTeVU
3R[cR_X¶d@]jacVa

New Delhi: Star India wrestler
Bajrang Punia on Sunday
revealed that his knee injury
forced him to skip mat training
for nearly three weeks which
severely hampered his Olympic
preparations and he took the
mat for the Bronze play-off
without any knee protection,
going against the advice of his
support staff.
Bajrang had skipped the
Poland Open, the last ranking
event before the Tokyo Games,
arguing that he needed training more than the points and
headed to Russia, where he
trained and also ended up
injuring his right knee by
choosing to compete in
a local event.
He was off-colour in
his first three bouts in
Tokyo but played his
usual tactical and
aggressive game
in the do-or-die
Bronze medal
bout and comfortably beat
D a u l e t
Niyazbekov
f r o m
Kazakhstan to
earn a podium
finish
on
Olympic debut.
“I could not do
mat training for
nearly 25 days. I was
not able to run as well
after the injury. Before
a tournament like
Olympics even missing one day’s training
is not good,” Bajrang
said during a media
interaction.
“My coaches and
physio wanted me to
continue to play with

taped knee in the Bronze bout.
But I don’t feel comfortable. It
feels like someone has tied my
leg, so I told them even if injury
happens I can rest later but if I
don’t win medal now all the
work will be lost, so I went all
out,” he said.
Asked why he chose to
compete when he had skipped
the Poland Open to train, the
27-year-old said he needed to
assess himself.
“Injuries can happen in
training also. And most of the
injuries happen during training
because in the tournaments
you are completely focussed. In
training, you do a lot of different things.
“I needed to see where I
stand in terms of preparations, so I had to compete,”
he said defending his
decision.
The 27-year-old
said he will continue
to compete in the
65kg category till
the Paris Games.
“There is no
scope to move to
74kg. Next year
we have the CWG
and the Asian
Games. I have
missed the Gold
medal now but
will work on
my weaknesses and
try to get a top-finish
in Paris,” he said.
Bajrang said he
will start rehabilitation after going home
and will get ready for
the
World
Championships, set to
be held in Oslo,
Norway
from
October 2-10. PTI

I

ndia capped off its best-ever
performance in the
Olympics with a haul of seven
medals, including a Gold.
As the Tokyo Olympics
come to a close, let’s take a
look at the medallists and
those who came within touching distance of glory but
couldn’t quite make it to the
podium.

They say save the best for
last and for India it came true
at the Tokyo Games. Javelin
thrower Neeraj Chopra
became only the second
Indian to win an individual
Gold in the Olympics.
After romanticising stories about ‘nearly there’ for
years, India finally had its first
track-and-field medal winner, thanks to Chopra’s throw
of 87.58m.
The 23-year-old, a
Subedar with 4 Rajputana
Rifles in the Indian Army, has
been a consistent performer
since bursting into the scene
with a historic Gold in the
junior world championships
in 2016 with an Under-20
world record of 86.48m which
still stands.
His other achievements
include Gold medals in the
2018 Commonwealth Games
and the Asian Games, besides
the top finish in the 2017
Asian Championships.
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Nottingham: Persistent rain
proved to be anti-climactic as
India, who had a realistic shot
at victory in the series-opener,
were forced to share points
with England after entire fifth
day’s play was washed out,
here on Sunday.
India needed to score 157
runs on the final day but the
rain did not allow a single ball.
As part of the new World
Test Championship cycle, both
India and England log home
four points each.
Only 250 plus overs out of
a maximum 450 were possible
due to the inclement weather as
India, chasing a target of 209,
were well-placed at 52 for 1 in
14 overs at the end of fourth
day.
While cricket remains a
game of glorious uncertainties,
Virat Kohli and his men certainly had a better shot at full
12 points from the match.
It would have taken a special bowling effort from
England to stop India from

6a^d]Sb\T]R^eTacWT_XcRWPaTPPUcTaaPX]ST[PhTSbcPac^UcWTUXUcWSPh_[Ph^UUXabc
0?
CTbcQTcfTT]4]V[P]SP]S8]SXPPcCaT]c1aXSVTX]=^ccX]VWP\^]Bd]SPh

scoring 209 runs despite overcast conditions which would
have certainly aided seam and
swing bowling.
However there are a lot of
takeaways for India from the
opening Test of the series.
The Indian team in recent
times, save the series in 2007
and the one in 2014, have
always lost the opening Test in
England and this was a welcome change in that respect.
The biggest positive for

India would be getting the
‘Test batsman’ KL Rahul back,
which going forward should
benefit the visitors.
One can’t deny the contribution of Jasprit Bumrah, who
is again back in his element
with a nine wicket haul.
However the top order
batsmen would like to give a
better account of themselves in
the next Test which will be
played at the Lord’s from
August 12.
PTI

PV SINDHU: BRONZE

NEERAJ CHOPRA: GOLD

MIRABAI CHANU: SILVER
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national capital’s Chhatrasal
Stadium, which has already
given India two Olympic
medallists — Sushil Kumar
and Yogeshwar Dutt.

The pint-sized weightlifter
from Manipuri lifted the spirits of the entire nation as she
ended a 21-year wait for a
medal in weightlifting, clinching a Silver medal in the 49kg
category to open India’s
account on the very first day
of competitions on July 24.
The 26-year-old lifted a
total of 202kg (87kg+115kg),
finally exorcising the ghosts of
her disastrous outing in the
2016 Rio Games where she
had failed to log a single legitimate lift.
RAVI DAHIYA: SILVER
The 23-year-grappler
born in the Nahri village of the
Sonepat district
in
Haryana
stormed to
the final of
the men’s
5 7 k g
freestyle
event without any fuss.
Although,
he fetched a
Silver, his immense strength
and stamina along with technical prowess impressed one
and all.
Dahiya is a product of the

One of the strongest
medal contenders heading to
the Tokyo Olympics, PV
Sindhu delivered once again.
This time snatching a Bronze.
The 26-year-old etched
her name among the all-time
greats after winning women’s
singles Bronze medal to add to
the Silver she won at Rio de
Janeiro five years back. She
became the first Indian
woman and second overall
from the country to achieve
the feat.
Such was her dominance
at the Tokyo Games that she
dropped only two games, both
in the semifinal loss to Tai Tzu
Ying, in six matches.
MEN’S HOCKEY TEAM:
BRONZE

Four decades of pain and
disappointment was washed
away as the Indian men’s
hockey team clinched the
Bronze, the country’s 12th
Olympic medal in the sport
that came after a gap of 41
years.
It wasn’t Gold but it was
enough to spearhead the
revival of the sport in a country that attaches so much sentimental value to it.
While Manpreet inspired
the team with his leadership,
goalkeeper PR Sreejesh had a
phenomenal tournament,
standing like a wall when the
opposition mounted an attack.
LOVLINA BORGOHAIN:
BRONZE

Competing in her maiden
Olympics, Borgohain carved a
niche for herself in the history of Indian women’s boxing
by clinching a Bronze —
India’s lone boxing medal at
the Tokyo Games.
BAJRANG
PUNIA:
BRONZE
A favourite heading into
the Games, Bajrang didn’t
quite live up to the sky-high
expectations of becoming the
first Indian wrestler to win the
Gold, but the 27-year-old did
return from Tokyo with a
Bronze medal, an impressive
feat in a nation starved for suc-

cess at the grandest sporting
spectacle.
THOSE WHO WERE SO
CLOSE YET SO FAR
WOMEN’S
HOCKEY
TEAM
From a bottom-place finish at Rio 2016, the Indian
women’s team capped a
remarkable journey at Tokyo
Olympics, finishing a creditable fourth.
Although the team’s
dream of securing its maiden
Olympic medal remained
unfulfilled as it lost 3-4 to

Great Britain in the closely
contested Bronze medal playoff, the side recorded its best
ever finish at the Games.
After three losses on the
trot, everyone had written
them off. But a moment of
brilliance by skipper Rani
Rampal that led to a late
strike by Navneet Kaur in the
game against Ireland kept the
team’s quarterfinal hopes alive.
A win against South
Africa, that saw Vandana
Kataria strike a hat-trick, and
a favourable result helped
ensure India’s passage to the
quarterfinal, where drag flick
specialist Gurjit Kaur rose to
the occasion when it mattered
the most, converting a PC
against
the
mighty
Australians.
With the odds stacked
firmly against them a brave
and determined women’s team
etched its name in the history books by entering its maiden Olympic semifinals.
DEEPAK PUNIA
After an impressive campaign that saw him race to the
semifinals, Deepak Punia was
only 10 seconds away from a
medal, but the 22-year-old
debutant ended up conceding
a take-down in the 86kg
freestyle Bronze medal playoff.
ADITI ASHOK
Aditi Ashok captured the
imagination of the entire
country as sports lovers
turned on their tv sets in the
wee hours to watch golf, trying their hardest to understand the concepts of the
game.
Ranked 200 in the world,
the 23-year-old from
Bengaluru competed toe-to-

toe against the best golfers in
the world. But, alas it wasn’t
meant to be as after coming
agonisingly close, Aditi finished fourth.
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ionel Messi fought back tears
on Sunday as he began a
L
press conference at which he
confirmed he is leaving
Barcelona, where he has played
his entire career.
The
34-year-old
Argentinian superstar, six times
a Ballon d’Or winner, has been
out of contract since the end of
June and Barca say they cannot
afford to keep him, with Messi
admitting that a move to Paris
Saint-Germain is a ‘possibility’.
“This year, my family and I
were convinced we were going
to stay here, at home — this is
what we wanted more than
anything,” said Messi as he
struggled to contain his emotions.
“I have still not come to
terms with the reality of leaving
this club now, changing my life.
I love this club.
Last year he sought to engineer a release from his contract
in frustration at some poor
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showings in Europe by the club
where he has won four
Champions Leagues but ended
up staying.
Last year, he explained, “I
was convinced I knew what I
wanted to say, but this year is not
the same”, stressing his preference was to prolong his stay
rather than contemplate what
now seems a likely reunion

with former clubmate Neymar
at PSG.
“I would’ve liked to have
won another Champions
League,” he added while stressing that “I don’t regret anything,
I tried to give my best and I’m
ending my career here with a
good number of titles”.
Last month Barcelona, battling huge debts, had said they

were in agreement in principle
with the player and his
entourage on a new five-year
deal on much reduced wages.
“The truth is I don’t know
what to say,” said Messi, who
signed for the Catalan giants as
a 13-year-old.
“After 21 years I am leaving
with my three Catalan Argentine
children,” said Messi, who won

10 league titles with the club.
“I gave everything for this
club from the first day that I
arrived right to the last. I never
imagined having to say goodbye.
“In recent days I have given
lots of thought to what I can say
and truth to tell I can’t think of
anything.
“This is really difficult for
me after so many years spent
here — my entire life. I’m not
ready for this,” he said.
“We have had some good
times, some bad times too — but
people always showed me the
same love,” said Messi, who
said leaving was ‘sad and hard’.
As thousands of Barca fans
milled outside in disbelief at his
exit, Messi told reporters one day
he hoped to be back in some
capacity.
“I hope I can come back and
be part of this club at some
moment, in any way and bring
something to help this club to be
the best in the world.”
‘NOTHING SIGNED’

Messi was at pains to say
that “nothing has been signed
with anyone” and insisted that a
picture of him which has made
waves on social media in recent
days of him on holiday with PSG
stars including Neymar and
Angel Di Maria was ‘just a
photo’.
He said there was no question of his having engineered a
path to the Parc des Princes,
adding that there had been
interest from other clubs.
“When the press release (of
his departure) was published, I
received a lot of calls from
interested clubs,” he told
reporters who applauded him
for several minutes as he took
the stage at the start of the press
conference and again as he left
the stage to embrace staff in the
club’s trophy room.
“For the moment nothing is
arranged but, yes, we are in discussion,” said the Argentinian,
who insisted he has always been
‘totally transparent’ on his intentions.
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Paris: Paris Saint-Germain
might be closing in on signing
Lionel Messi but another
Argentinian was their matchwinner on Saturday as Mauro
Icardi’s goal secured a 2-1 victory against newly-promoted
Troyes in their opening game
of the new Ligue 1 season.
Second-tier champions
Troyes had gone in front inside
eight minutes to the delight of
their fans at the Stade de l’Aube
when Moroccan defender
Oualid El Hajjam headed home

at a corner.
However, PSG were back
level in the 19th minute thanks
to a thumping finish by their
own Moroccan defender
Achraf Hakimi.
Icardi then scored what
proved to be the winner just
two minutes later, controlling
a Kylian Mbappe cutback and
slotting home.
The Argentine striker is
one of those who may have the
most to lose with the possible
arrival of Messi.
AFP

