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Thousands of Afghans
rushed onto the tarmac of

Kabul’s international airport on
Monday, so desperate to escape
the Taliban capture of their
country that they held onto an
American military jet as it
took off and plunged to death

in chaos that killed at least
seven people, US officials said. 

The crowds of people rush-
ing the airport came as the
Taliban enforced their rule
over the wider capital after a
lightning advance across the
country that took just over a
week to dethrone the country’s
Western-backed government. 

While there were no major
reports of abuses, many stayed
home and remained fearful as
the insurgents’ advance saw
prisons emptied and armories
looted. 

The Taliban swept into
Kabul on Sunday after
President Ashraf Ghani fled the
country, bringing an end to a

two-decade campaign in which
the US and its allies had tried
to transform Afghanistan. The
country’s Western-trained
security forces collapsed or
fled, ahead of the planned
withdrawal of the last
American troops at the end of
the month.

Residents raced to Kabul’s
international airport, where
the “civilian side” was closed
until further notice, according
to Afghanistan’s Civil Aviation
Authority. The US military
and other Western forces con-
tinued to organise evacuations.

Videos circulating on social
media showed hundreds of
people running across the tar-
mac as US troops fired warn-
ing shots in the air. One showed
a crowd pushing and shoving
its way up a staircase, trying to
board a plane, with some peo-
ple hanging off the railings.

In another video, hundreds
of people could be seen run-
ning alongside a US Air Force
C-17 transport plane as it
moved down a runway. Some
clung to the side of the jet just
before takeoff. Another video
showed several falling through
the air as the airplane rapidly
gained altitude over the city. 

Senior military officials,
who spoke on condition of
anonymity to discuss the ongo-
ing operation, told The
Associated Press that the chaos
left seven dead, including sev-
eral who fell from the flight. 

The storming of the air-
port, seen from space by pass-
ing satellites, raised questions
about how much longer aircraft
would be able to safely take off
and land. 

Shafi Arifi, who had a tick-
et to travel to Uzbekistan on
Sunday, was unable to board
her plane because it was packed
with people who had raced
across the tarmac and climbed
aboard, with no police or air-
port staff in sight.

“There was no room for us
to stand,” said the 24-year-old.
“Children were crying, women
were shouting, young and old
men were so angry and upset,
no one could hear each other.
There was no oxygen to
breathe.”

Continued on Page 2
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The Centre on Monday
expressed its willingness

to constitute a “committee of
eminent experts” to examine all
the aspects of Pegasus snoop-
ing controversy related issues,
saying the matter is a “highly
technical issue” which needs
expertise. However the peti-
tioners objected to the
Government’s affidavit and
said it has not answered the
basic question whether or not
the Government purchased
and used Pegasus spyware. 

The bench headed by Chief
Justice NV Ramana was told by
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta
that any discussion on these
issues would involve the aspect
of national security and termed
the matter as sensitive. 

The bench said it is not
saying anything against the
Government, but there are
issues about areas in which the
committee cannot go into.
Mehta said the SC may lay
down the terms and references
of the committee. “We are
dealing with a sensitive matter
and the attempt appears to be
to make it sensational,” he said. 

The bench, also compris-

ing justices Surya Kant and
Aniruddha Bose, deliberated
upon the aspect of whether the
Centre, which filed a short, lim-
ited affidavit, should file a
detailed affidavit in the matter.
The Court has given 24-hour
time to the Centre to decide on
filing an extended affidavit.
The arguments will continue
on Tuesday. 

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for veteran
journalists N Ram and Sashi
Kumar who have filed one of
the petitions in the matter,
said the Centre should clearly
state whether the Government
or their agencies have used
Pegasus. The bench told Sibal

that it cannot compel anyone to
file an affidavit.

Mehta said the
Government will appoint neu-
tral eminent experts from the
field and they would examine
it and place it before the top
court. “I do not think the
Government can be more
transparent and fairer than
this,” he said, adding that
response given by the
Information and Technology
Minister in Parliament on the
issue deals with every aspect. 

Sibal argued that the
Centre should file an affidavit
and state on oath whether the
Government or its agencies
have used Pegasus or not. He
said the limited affidavit filed
by the Centre in the matter did
not answer the issues raised by
them. “The matter, in my
respectful submissions as an
officer of the court and not as
the one representing the
Government, cannot be as sim-
ple that you file an affidavit
whether Pegasus was used or
not or whether it was pur-
chased or not,” Mehta said. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Monday asked the Centre

to  explain the reason for
bringing in the Tribunals
Reforms Act, 2021, which
received Presidential assent on
August 13, 2021. The court also
wanted to know whether any
Parliamentary debates took
place before the passage of the
law to overcome the top court’s
directions.

Chief Justice of India NV
Ramana observed that many

provisions of the law run con-
trary to the mandate of the SC
judgment regarding tenures of
service of tribunal members. 

The Supreme Court had on
July 14 struck down the newly
inserted Section 184 of the
Finance Act, 2017, as amend-
ed by the Tribunal Reforms
(Rationalisation and
Conditions of Service)
Ordinance, 2021 (Ordinance)
to the extent that it fixed the
tenure of members and chair-
persons of tribunals at 4 years. 

Continued on Page 2

������	
��	�
	�� ��	
����


The Delhi Government on
Monday resent a file to

Lieutenant Governor Anil
Baijal seeking his approval to
set up a high-level committee
for a probe to find out the
number of Covid-19 deaths
due to the oxygen shortage.

The Delhi Government
had constituted a high-level
committee of medical experts
to ascertain the actual number
of deaths due to lack of oxygen,
however, the AAP Government

has claimed the  L-G had
stopped the formation of this
committee.

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said he has also
written  to Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and urged
him to direct the L-G not to
stop the formation of the panel.

Sisodia said, “To say that
there was no death due to lack
of oxygen in Delhi or to say that
there is no need to examine the
number and reason of these
death is like rubbling salt in the
wounds of the victims.”
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As promised by him in his
virtual interaction with the

Indian players before their
departure for the Tokyo
Olympics, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
hosted the Indian Olympics
athletes and medal winners
for breakfast here at his 7 Lok
Kalyan Marg residence.
“Churma” and ice-cream were
part of the fare on the breakfast
table at Modi’s home.

By far the largest Indian
Olympic contingent with 126
members, it won seven medals
which included first-ever
Indian Gold in track & field
event by javelin thrower Neeraj
Chopra. It was the country’s
best ever show at the Olympics.

As promised Modi had

“churma” with Chopra, latter’s
favourite and ice-cream with
badminton ace and Bronze
winner PV Sindhu 

Sindhu had also brought
her Silver medal won in the
previous Rio Olympics along

with her.
Before Sindhu embarked

upon her Olympic journey,
the Prime Minister had
promised her that they will
have her favourite ice-cream
together after she wins a medal. 

Olympic players, including
wrestler Bajrang Punia and
others, could be seen enjoying
the felicitation ceremony in the
pictures.

Posing with a hockey stick,
the Prime Minister could be

seen with the entire team of
Men’s Hockey Team which cre-
ated history at Tokyo Olympics
by winning a medal 
(Bronze) after 41 years beating
Germany. 

Continued on Page 2
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Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan on Monday

seemed to endorse the heavily
armed Taliban taking over
Kabul by saying that
Afghanistan has broken the
“shackles of slavery” in the
neighbouring war-torn country.

The longstanding war in
Afghanistan reached a water-
shed moment on Sunday when
the Taliban insurgents closed in
on Kabul before entering the
city and took over the presi-
dential palace, forcing embat-
tled President Ashraf Ghani to
join fellow citizens and for-
eigners to flee the country.

Khan made these remarks
while addressing a ceremony to
launch the first phase of the
Single National Curriculum
(SNC) from Grade 1 to 5,
which was part of the manifesto

of his ruling Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf party.

Meanwhile, China
expressed hope that the Taliban
will stand by its commitment of
establishing an “open and
inclusive” Islamic government
in Afghanistan and will ensure
a peaceful transition of power
without violence and terrorism.

Commenting for the first
time on the sudden and rapid
takeover of the Afghanistan

Government by the Taliban
insurgents, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Hua
Chunying in a media briefing
here expressed hope that the
Taliban will abide by its com-
mitment to ensure a peaceful
transition of power, taking full
responsibility for the safety of
Afghan citizens and foreign
diplomatic missions.

Pakistan Prime Minister,
however, spoke on how the
parallel education system led to
the existence of “English medi-
um” schools, resulting in the
adoption of “someone else’s
culture” in Pakistan.

“When you adopt some-
one’s culture you believe it to be
superior and you end up
becoming a slave to it,” he said,
adding it creates a system of
mental salves that is worse
than the actual slavery.

Continued on Page 2
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India on Monday reviewed
the situation as many of its

citizens, including diplomatic
staff, are stuck and the airport
closed for commercial opera-
tions. India is ready to facilitate
the repatriation of Afghan Sikh
and Hindu communities
stranded there.

A fleet of IAF and Air India
is on standby and two transport
planes of the IAF have operat-
ed between New Delhi and
Kabul during the last 24 hours
to evacuate stranded Indian

nationals.
One C-17 Globemaster

transport plane of the IAF
landed in Kabul on Monday
and returned to New Delhi on

Monday late evening with the
Indian diplomatic staff and
some others, sources said.
Another C-17 returned to New
Delhi on Monday afternoon

carrying some diplomatic staff.
However, there was no official
confirmation about it.  The two
aircraft circumvented Pakistani
airspace to land at the Kabul
airport, it was learnt.

In this backdrop, Cabinet
Secretary Rajiv Gauba held
detailed discussions with senior
officials of various Ministries,
including External Affairs and
Civil Aviation, here on
Monday. The focus was on
bringing out the Indians as
soon as possible, sources said.

“The Government is close-
ly monitoring all developments
in Afghanistan” said MEA
spokesperson Arindam Bagchi. 

Continued on Page 2
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Amid the chaos that broke
out in Kabul after its

takeover by the Talibans on
Monday, several heart-wrench-
ing videos emerged showing
how thousands of people
rushed to the Hamid Karzai
International Airport in Kabul
in a bid to flee the country.

In one such video that has
since gone viral on social
media, two people are seen
falling off the wheels of a plane
that had reportedly taken off
from Kabul minutes ago.

The two men had tied
themselves to the wheels of a
military plane that took off
from the runway minutes
before it took off for the USA.
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The Twitter handle of the
Afghan embassy here was

hacked and several tweets crit-
icising President Ashraf Ghani
for fleeing the country were
posted from it.

Press secretary of the
embassy Abdulhaq Azad tweet-
ed that he has lost control of the
mission’s official Twitter han-
dle and posted a screenshot of
one of the messages criticising
Ghani for leaving Afghanistan.

“I have lost access to the
Twitter handle of
@AfghanistanInIN, a friend
sent a screenshot of this tweet,
(this tweet is hidden from me.)
I have tried to log in but can’t
access it. Seems it is hacked,”
Azad tweeted. 
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The US told the UN Security
Council that the interna-

tional community should
ensure that Afghanistan “can-
not ever, ever” again be a base
for terrorism and urged the
country’s neighbours and oth-
ers to give refuge to Afghans
attempting to flee. 

“Today I want to reiterate
reemphasise and reassert this
call, civilian populations
including journalists and non-

combatants, must be protected.
Attacks against civilians or
civilian objects must stop and
the human rights and funda-
mental freedoms of all Afghan
citizens, especially women, girls
and members of minority
groups must be respected,”
said US Ambassador to the UN
Ambassador Linda Thomas-
Greenfield.

The UNSC meeting was
held under India’s Presidency of
the 15-nation body.

Detailed report on P8
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Dehradun: With the Taliban
taking control over the whole
of Afghanistan after the meek
surrender of the Afghanistan
National Army, fate of about 60
officers undergoing training
at prestigious Indian Military
Academy (IMA) hangs in bal-

ance. Authorities at IMA are in
constant touch with the Army
Headquarters on the issue. A
red alert has been sounded in
the academy and Foreign
Gentlemen Cadets of
Afghanistan are being kept
under strict vigil. P2
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With the Taliban taking
control over the whole of

Afghanistan after the meek
surrender of the Afghanistan
National Army (ANA) the fate
of about 60 officers undergoing
training at the prestigious
Indian Military Academy
(IMA) hangs in the balance.
The authorities at IMA are in
constant touch with the Army
Headquarters on the issue. A
red alert is said to have been
sounded in the academy and
the Foreign Gentlemen Cadets
(FGCs) of Afghanistan are
being kept under strict vigil.

Their trainers are said to be
taking good care of the FGCs
of Afghanistan who are con-
cerned with the turn of events
in their country. According to
reliable sources these cadets are

at present not in the academy
and are undergoing training at
an undisclosed location.

The dilemma of the
authorities is understandable
since the Indian government
has not recognised the Taliban
so far which has vowed to
rename the country as Islamic
State of Afghanistan. In such a
situation the fate of these cadets
in IMA remains shrouded in
suspense. It is pertinent to
mention here that the Taliban
forces are antagonistic to the
ANA and in such a situation
these officers face the prospect
of detention once they return
to their own country.

Under the initiative to
forge better relationships with
friendly foreign countries, the
Ministry of External Affairs
undertakes the Indian
Technical and Economic
Cooperation (ITEC) pro-

gramme under which the entire
cost of training of foreign
trainees is borne by the coun-
try. Under this programme the
cadets of countries like
Afghanistan, Uzbekistan,
Tajikistan, Bhutan, Myanmar
and others get training in the
IMA.

Former commandant of
IMA Lieutenant General (
Retd) Gambhir Singh Negi
told The Pioneer that the situ-
ation is tricky and the govern-
ment of India would have to
take the final decision on these
officers of ANA undergoing
training at IMA.  

When contacted the Public
Relations Officer (PRO) of the
IMA told this correspondent
that there are about 60 cadets
of Afghanistan who are under-
going training in the academy.
She said that their training is
going on as usual.
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Shillong: The Meghalaya
Government announced a judi-
cial investigation into the
encounter killing of a former
militant leader whose sup-
porters committed vandalism
and arson on Independence
Day, forcing the administration
to clamp curfew in state capi-
tal Shillong where the situation
is peaceful on Monday.

The Government will set
up a peace committee headed
by Deputy Chief Minister
Prestone Tynsong comprising
representatives of civil society
organisations and others as
members, Chief Minister
Conrad K Sangma said after an
emergent cabinet meeting.

The Government also
decided to extend curfew in
Shillong by another 24 hours
till 5 am of August 18. Mobile
internet services will also
remain withdrawn for the next
24 hours, he said.

“Based on the suggestion of
the members, the cabinet has

decided to institute a judicial
inquiry under the Commission
of Inquiry Act to look into the
events that took place on
August 13,” Sangma said.

The chief minister, how-
ever, did not name the judge
who will probe the August 13
encounter death of 54-year-old
Cheristerfield Thangkhiew, the
former self-styled general sec-
retary of the outlawed
Hynniewtrep National
Liberation Council (HNLC).

The Ministry of Home
Affairs has approved deploy-
ment of additional central
armed paramilitary forces
(CAPFs) to assist the state in
containing the law and order
situation in the State 
capital. 

“I have spoken to Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
twice yesterday on the law and
order situation. Five addition-
al companies of CAPFs have
been requisitioned and four
have already arrived,”  PTI
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Union Minister Jitendra
Singh Monday said there is

a visible change in the thinking
of people in Jammu & Kashmir
and terrorism in its "last phase"
in Kashmir, which witnessed
large-scale Independence Day
celebrations on Sunday. 

The Minister of State in the
Prime Minister's Office was in
Kathua, part of his Udhampur
parliamentary constituency, to
inaugurate a high-efficiency
oxygen generation plant at
Government Medical College,
established through the PM-
Cares Fund.

"There is a change in the
thinking of the people (in

Kashmir).
The residents of Srinagar

who are moving around in
lanes and bylanes want a
change and be part of (Prime
minister Narendra) Modi's
New India like the people in
other parts of the country,"
Singh told reporters after ded-
icating the oxygen plant to the
public.

However, he said there is a
"veil of fear" which is stopping
the public from expressing
themselves openly. 

"I feel it is the last phase of
terrorism there," the minister
said, responding to a question
about the large scale
Independence Day celebra-
tions in the valley.

Flag hoisting ceremonies
were held at many places in the
valley Sunday.

Referring to the setting up
of the fourth oxygen plant at
GMC Kathua within a short
span during the coronavirus
pandemic, the Minister said the
prime minister has a special
concern for Jammu and
Kashmir, especially the gateway
district of Kathua.

"The prime minister in his
independence day speech of 90
minutes from the Red Fort
deliberated in detail about J&K
and northeastern states. He
talked about the delimitation
commission in J&K and assem-
bly elections in the coming
months," Singh said.
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Bahraich (UP): A court here on
Monday awarded the death
penalty to a 30-year-old man for
raping and killing a toddler, a
case in which the hearing was
completed and the judgment
delivered in less than two
months.

Additional Sessions Judge
(Rape and Protection of
Children Against Sexual
Offences Act) Nitin Pandey
awarded the punishment to
Parashuram (30) for raping and
killing the girl at a village in
Nanpara area on June 22, Special
District Government Counsel-
POCSO Act, Sant Pratap Singh
told PTI.

The incident took place
when the one-and-a-half-year-
old child was sleeping in an open

courtyard and the man picked
her up and raped her at a
deserted school-building near-
by.  According to the details of
the case, when the girl's parents
did  not find her, they started
looking for her and spotted her
at the  school-building, bleeding
profusely. 

The man was also with the
victim and was caught by the vil-
lagers and handed over to the
police. The girl was admitted to
hospital where she died, the
counsel said. A case under
charges of murder and provi-
sions of the POCSO Act was
lodged against the man.

He tried to escape the police
custody while being taken to a
court, but was overpowered
after being shot in the leg. PTI
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Dehradun :Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
on Monday said the process of
filling 24,000 vacancies in the
state has been started.

"Seventeen vacancies
advertised on August 15 for the
posts of review officers and
assistant review officers are
part of the exercise," Dhami
said at a function in
Champawat district.

Filling the 24,000 vacancies
was one of the first decisions of
the cabinet after Dhami took
over as Chief Minister. PTI

�
���

����������(
��������
�%�(��

���2���
�+���	

From Page 1
“We have been issuing peri-

odic advisories for the safety and
security of Indian nationals in
that country, including calling
for their immediate return to
India. We had circulated emer-
gency contact numbers and had
also been extending assistance to
community members. We are
aware that there are still some
Indian nationals in Afghanistan
who wish to return and we are
in touch with them.”

He also said the Indian
Government was in constant
touch with the representatives of
Afghan Sikh and Hindu com-
munities. “We will facilitate
repatriation to India of those
who wish to leave Afghanistan.
There are also a number of
Afghans who have been our

partners in the promotion of our
mutual developmental, educa-
tional and people to people
endeavours. We will stand by
them,” he said.

Punjab Chief Minister
Captain Amarinder Singh ear-
lier in the day appealed to the
External Affairs Minister to
make immediate plans to bring
out more than 300 Sikhs now
stranded in Kabul.

Bagchi also said “commer-
cial operations from Kabul air-
port have been suspended today
(Monday). This has forced a
pause in our repatriation efforts.
We are awaiting the resumption
of flights to restart the process.” 

Sources said two Air India
aircraft along with two C-17
transport planes of the IAF
were on standby to bring out the
Indian diplomatic staff and
Indian citizens working in

Afghanistan. There are 100-
odd diplomatic staff at present
in Kabul besides 1,500 Indian
citizens working in various pri-
vate firms and other institutions.

The spokesperson also said
the situation in Afghanistan is
being monitored on a “constant
basis at high levels” and assured
the Government will take all
steps to ensure the safety and
security of Indian nationals and
“our interests in Afghanistan.”

The Government has a
tough task at its hand as the
Kabul airport is now closed for
commercial operations and
chaos prevails there.  Amidst
that, the Government may have
to work through back channels
to ensure safety and security of
its diplomatic staff besides
Indian citizens travelling from
the embassy to the airport, they
said.

From Page 1
The top court had ruled that Section 184(11) of the

Finance Act, which prescribes a tenure of four years for mem-
bers, was contrary to the principles of separation of pow-
ers, independence of the judiciary, rule of law, and Article
14 of the Constitution of India as well as the judgment of
the apex court in the Madras Bar Association III case. 

In an ongoing case, the Supreme Court expressed dis-
pleasure on non-filling of vacancies in many tribunals.

Meanwhile, Congress leader and Rajya Sabha MP,
Jairam Ramesh has filed a petition before the Supreme Court
challenging the constitutional validity of the new Tribunals
Reforms Act. The plea filed on Monday said that Section
3(1) along with Sections 3(7), 5 and 7(1) of the Tribunal
Reforms Act, 2021 violate Articles 14, 21 and 50 of the
Constitution.  “The petitioner is aggrieved by the Act abro-
gating the principle of judicial independence, and its pas-
sage being a deliberate attempt to legislatively override the
judgement of this Court in Madras Bar Association v. Union
of India (July 2021 judgment) which set aside provisions
identical to those being impugned, without removing the
basis of the judgment,” the petition said. 

Ramesh submitted that Section 3 (1) of the Tribunals
Reforms Act, 2021 is flagrantly unconstitutional in so far
as it violates Articles 14 and 50 of the Constitution. The pro-
vision bars appointments to tribunals of persons below fifty
years of age. This, the petitioner said, undermines the
length/security of tenure and violates both judicial inde-
pendence and the principle of separation of powers, it was
contended. 

From Page 1
After another woman

fainted and was carried off the
plane, Arifi gave up and went
back home. The US Embassy
has been evacuated and the
American flag lowered, with
diplomats relocating to the air-
port to aid with the evacuation.
Other Western countries have
also closed their missions and
are flying out staff and nation-
als.

Afghans are also trying to
leave through land border
crossings, all of which are now
controlled by the Taliban.
Rakhmatula Kuyash, 30, was
one of the few people with a
visa allowing him to cross into
Uzbekistan on Sunday. He said
his children and relatives had
to stay behind. “I’m lost and I

don’t know what to do. I left
everything behind,” he said. 

A senior US Official said
“it’s heartbreaking” to see what’s
happening in Kabul, but that
President Joe Biden “stands
by” his decision to pull out
because he didn’t want the war
there — already the longest in
US history — to enter a third
decade. In interviews with US
television networks, National
Security Adviser  Jake Sullivan
blamed the Afghan military for
the Taliban’s rapid takeover,
saying it lacked the will to fight.

The ease with which the
Taliban took control goes
beyond military prowess, how-
ever, the Texas-based private
intelligence firm Stratfor wrote.
“The speed of the Taliban’s final
advance suggests less military
dominance than effective polit-
ical insurgency coupled with an

incohesive Afghan political
system and security force strug-
gling with flagging morale,” it
said.

The lightning Taliban
offensive through the country
appears to have stunned
American officials. Just days
before the insurgents entered
Kabul with little if any resis-
tance, a US military assessment
predicted it could take months
for the capital to fall.

The rout threatened to
erase 20 years of Western
efforts to remake Afghanistan
that saw more than 3,500 US
and allied troops killed as well
as tens of thousands of
Afghans. The initial invasion
drove the Taliban from power
and scattered al-Qaida, which
had planned the 9/11 attacks
while being sheltered in
Afghanistan. Many had hoped

the Western-backed Afghan
government would usher in a
new era of peace and respect
for human rights.

As the US lost focus on
Afghanistan during the Iraq
war, the Taliban eventually
regrouped. The militants cap-
tured much of the Afghan
countryside in recent years
and then swept into cities as
U.S. Forces prepared to with-
draw ahead of an Aug. 31
deadline.

Under the Taliban, which
ruled in accordance with a
harsh interpretation of Islamic
law, women were largely con-
fined to their homes and sus-
pected criminals faced ampu-
tation or public execution. The
insurgents have sought to pro-
ject greater moderation in
recent years, but many Afghans
remain skeptical.

From Page 1
“This is an issue where any

answer, any discussion, any
debate and any facts being
placed would necessarily involve
a kind of national security con-
cern,” he added. During the one-
hour-long hearing, Mehta told
the bench that petitioners have
relied on reports published by a
web portal. “According to us, a
false narrative is created,” he said,
adding, “There is nothing to
hide. Kindly appreciate the bona
fide gesture of the Government.” 

Mehta said official inter-
ceptions also take place as per
the law and rules provided

therein and there is a proper sys-
tem in place for that.

While saying that it would
continue hearing arguments in
the matter on Tuesday, the
bench told Mehta, “If you have
any change in your mind, you
tell us tomorrow”.  Senior advo-
cate Rakesh Dwivedi, appearing
for one of the petitioners, said
the Centre’s submission that it
would set up a committee of
experts would not inspire con-
fidence in the minds of people
and instead, the court should
appoint a panel and supervise it.

Sibal also raised objection
over the affidavit filed by the
Centre which has said that peti-
tions filed in the matter are

based on “conjectures and sur-
mises” or on other unsubstan-
tiated media reports.                 

“A bare perusal of the cap-
tioned petition and other con-
nected petitions make it clear
that the same are based on con-
jectures and surmises or on
other unsubstantiated media
reports or incomplete or uncor-
roborated material,” the affi-
davit said, adding that the issue
has been clarified in Parliament
by IT Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw. Editors Guild of India
has sought in its plea that a spe-
cial investigation team be set up
to conduct a probe into report-
ed surveillance of journalists and
others.

From Page 1
In the same breath, he indirectly likened the

ongoing upheaval in Afghanistan with the
people of the country breaking the “shackles of
slavery”.

Pakistan is accused of facilitating the
Taliban rebellion which ultimately resulted in
the capturing of the country after being ousted
about 20 years ago. Khan said becoming a men-
tal slave was worse than being an actual slave,
adding that subjugated minds can never make
big decisions. He said the SNC will lead the
Pakistan youth towards “one direction and rid
them of the invasion of foreign cultures”. 

Officially Pakistan has maintained that it
wanted a broad-based inclusive government in
Afghanistan and was also hosting the Afghan
leaders to create consensus for a peaceful
transformation.

Meanwhile, Khan launched the SNC despite
criticism because it put emphasis on religious
teaching instead of modern national sciences. 

All provinces agreed to introduce it except
the Sindh province.  

He said Pakistan is the “only country in the
world” that is using three types of syllabuses in
private schools, public schools and religious sem-
inaries.

He said he knew that bringing a uniform
curriculum will be a difficult task as the “elite
system will not allow this change”. Khan, how-
ever, said that the process that has been start-
ed by his Government was
“irreversible”.

While most of the embassies in Kabul
including that of the US, India and EU coun-
tries rushed to evacuate its diplomatic staff, Hua

said the Chinese Embassy is up and running
with its ambassador and some staff.

However, most of the Chinese nationals have
already been evacuated from Afghanistan, she
said.

“The situation in Afghanistan has experi-
enced major changes. We respect Afghanistan’s
people’s will and choice,” Hua said. 

“We noticed the statement from Afghan
Taliban yesterday (Sunday) saying that the war
is over and they will start consultation on estab-
lishment of an open and inclusive Islamic
Government and take the responsibility of safe-
ty of Afghan citizens and foreign diplomatic
corps,” the spokesperson said.

“We hope this will be implemented to ensure
a peaceful transition, stop violence and terror-
ism, and make sure people are free from war and
build their new home,” Hua said.

Replying to a question on when will China
recognise the Taliban Government and whether
any condition is attached to it, Hua said on the
basis of fully respecting Afghanistan’s national
sovereignty and the will of all parties, Beijing has
been maintaining contact and communication
with Afghan Taliban and playing a constructive
role in promoting a political settlement.

Recalling last month’s China visit of the
Taliban delegation led by its Political
Commission Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar
and his talks with Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi, Hua said, “We hope the Afghan Taliban
will be united with other parties and with all
nations and build a political framework in keep-
ing with national conditions that is broadly
inclusive and will lay the foundation for endur-
ing peace.”

From Page 1
The team also presented Modi

with autographed hockey stick.
Apart from Chopra’s gold, India

won two silver medals and four
bronze medals at the Tokyo
Olympics. The silver medals came
from weightlifter Mirabai Chanu
and wrestler Ravi Kumar Dahiya.
The bronze medals were won by
shuttler PV Sindhu, the men’s hock-
ey team, boxer Lovlina Borgohain
and wrestler Bajrang Punia.

Modi, who had applauded the
Indian athletes’ tremendous show
during the 75th Independence Day
celebration at the Red Fort on
Sunday, was seen talking to Sindhu,
who became only the second Indian
and first woman to win two Olympic
medals.

The members of the India men’s
hockey team talked with Modi,
who was seen examining a hockey
stick.

Vinesh Phogat, who has been
suspended by the WFI for indisci-
pline, was also present along with
young Anshu Malik, Seema Bisla
and coach Jagmander Singh.
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The Delhi Police has arrest-
ed a man for allegedly

impersonating a Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
official in southwest Delhi's
Kishangarh area Sunday.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Rakesh Kumar Yadav.
According to Ingit Pratap
Singh, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Southwest district, on
Independence Day, police
deployed at Sanjay van, Aruna
Asaf Ali Road, signalled to stop
Yadav, who was riding a bike,
but he tried to escape. “Police
stopped him by erecting barri-
cades. He was in an inebriated
condition. He impersonated
himself as an inspector at CBI
with an ID card hanging
around his neck,” said the DCP.

“After a close look and
profiling, the card turned out
to be fake. During interroga-
tion, he accepted that he made
it himself through a computer
and used it whenever the police
in Delhi and elsewhere stopped
him,” said the DCP.  

“The fake identity card, his
voter ID, driving licence and
Aadhaar card were seized,”
police said, adding that he is a
property agent who works on
commission.
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Awoman and her daughter were allegedly stabbed
by a 38-year-old for rejecting his marriage pro-

posal for her daughter. Police said that the incident
occurred on Sunday night in Kanganheri village in
Kapashera area.

The injured have been identified as Laali (40),
a field labourer, and her daughter Ruby (18). The
accused, Ramu, was a friend of Laali's husband, who
is no more. He lived near the victims' house, the
police said.

According to Santosh Kumar Meena, the
Deputy Commissioner of Police (DCP), Dwarka dis-
trict, around 8 PM on Sunday, Ramu visited Laali’s
house and asked her to let him marry Ruby.

“Following this, an argument broke out between
Laali and Ramu. When Laali refused to let Ramu
marry Ruby, he stabbed the two women with a
sharp-edged iron weapon with an intention to kill
them,” said the DCP.

“Ramu, who also sustained injuries in the scuf-
fle, was caught by Laali's neighbours. Later, he and
the two women were taken to a nearby hospital for
treatment,” said the DCP.

“Based on the victim's statement, police have
registered a case of attempt to murder under sec-
tion 307 (attempt to murder) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) at Chhawla police station. The accused
has been arrested and is in police custody,” said the
DCP. 
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A35-year-old Delhi Police Constable alleged-
ly attempted suicide by shooting himself

in the head with his service pistol in southwest
Delhi’s Vasant Vihar area on Monday morn-
ing. Police said that the reason behind the con-
stable's extreme step is not yet known.

The victim has been identified as Rakesh,
a resident of Haryana’s Narnaul area and he
joined the force in 2010. Police said that his con-
dition is stated to be critical and he is under-
going treatment at AIIMS Trauma Centre.
According to Ingit Pratap Singh, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP), Southwest dis-
trtict, police received a police control room
(PCR) call at Vasant Vihar police station around
6 AM about a police constable who had a bul-
let injury.

“Acting on the call, immediately, the local
police team rushed to the spot at police pick-
et Poorvi Marg, where constable Rakesh was
found unconscious,” said the DCP.

“He shot himself with the government-
issued pistol from the right side of the head and
the bullet exited from the left side. Immediately,
he was rushed to AIIMS Trauma Centre and his
condition is critical,” said the DCP.
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With an aim to meet the
water demand and to

ensure 24x7 water supply in the
national Capital, the Delhi
Government is constructing
unique water extraction wells
across the city.

Delhi Water Minister
Satyendar Jain on Monday met
with senior officials of the
Delhi Jal Board (DJB) to review
the work progress of the 24x7
water supply project.

Jain gave a number of
important directions to officials
for fast tracking the pending
works. He instructed the offi-
cers to work vigorously and
concertedly towards the
scheme saying only strong will
makes impossible tasks possi-
ble.

The meeting was convened
to talk about the ongoing work
of underground reservoirs and
for reviewing other pending
works. "All work related to
‘Underground Reservoirs’

(UGRs) boring, tube-wells and
sewage treatment plants should
be completed in time so that
the objectives of Yamuna clean-
ing and 24x7 water supply can
be achieved," said Jain.

The minister further said,
"Local augmentation should
be done at underground reser-
voirs wherever groundwater
levels are high for increasing
the underground reservoir
capacity."

He also added that ‘reverse
osmosis’ systems wherever
required will be installed along
with the tube-wells to ensure
best quality water for the peo-
ple.
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With 19 fresh cases report-
ed last week, the number

of dengue patients has reached
to127 in the national Capital,
according to a report released
by the South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) on
Monday.

The number of dengue
cases for January 1-August 7
period is also the highest this
year since 2018 when the count
had stood at 64 in the same
duration.

Three cases were reported
in the month of August,
according to the report. No
cases were recorded in January,
two in February, five in March,
10 in April, 12 in May, Seven in
June and 16 in July and 16 in
August, the report said.

In the previous years, the
cases in the same period were
171 in 2016, 251 in 2017), 64 in
2018, 47 in 2019 and 35 in
2020, it said. However, no
deaths have been reported due
to dengue in the city till now,
it added.

According to the civic
report released on Monday,
62 cases of malaria and nearly
25 cases of chikungunya have
also been reported till August

14 this year. Malaria, dengue
and chikungunya are accom-
panied with high fever and
therefore, doctors feel that peo-
ple might suspect that they
have contracted COVID-19.

Concerned over the rising
number of cases of vector
borne diseases, the South Delhi
Municipal Corporation
(SDMC) last week carried out
a special campaign to detect
mosquito breeding and control
measures against the same in
the police stations/maalkhana
in the jurisdiction of the civic
body.

A senior SDMC official
said that a total of 118 police
stations were checked out of
these, 62 police stations were
found positive for mosquito
breeding due to collection of
rainwater.
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A35-year-old maid was alleged-
ly killed and jewellery along

with some cash was found stolen
from a house in west Delhi’s Patel
Nagar area. 

The deceased has been identi-

fied as Sarita. According to a senior
police official, a police control room
(PCR) call was received on Sunday
around 5:30 PM regarding the inci-
dent at a house in East Patel Nagar
following which a police team 
was dispatched for the 
spot.
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In order to further revitalize
the bus-based public trans-

port system in Delhi, Transport
Minister Kailash Gahlot on
Monday flagged off a fresh lot
of 32 air-conditioned low floor
CNG propelled cluster buses
from Rajghat Cluster Depot.

With this, the total tally of
Delhi's fleet of buses reached
6,793 of which 452 BS-VI com-
pliant buses have been added
since March 2020.

Speaking at the flagging off
ceremony, Gahlot said "Under
the visionary leadership of
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, since March 2020, the
Delhi Government has
launched 452 BS VI compliant
buses including 32 that are
being dedicated to the people
of Delhi today.

“Equipped with world-
class latest technology, special
care has been taken for the
comfort, convenience and safe-
ty of the passengers in all these
buses," he said.

He also said that the safe-
ty of female passengers has
been ramped up. “If a female
passenger feels any discomfort,
she can press the panic button.
On pressing the panic button,
an alert goes to the command

centre and all the agencies that
are there get to know the live
location of the bus,” he added.

The first lot of 100 AC low
floor buses was launched on
the city route network in
February 2020 under the clus-
ter scheme. During the pan-
demic period from March
2020, 452 new buses have been
inducted under the cluster
scheme.

The total number of DTC
and cluster buses running on
Delhi's road till now is 6793 of
which DTC is having 3760
buses and the cluster is having
3033 buses. Currently, Cluster
buses are operated on 306 city
routes network in Delhi. The
additional 32 buses will be
deployed on four additional
routes - 993,380,390 and 244.

“These BS VI compliant
buses feature modern tech-
nology, including real-time
passenger information systems,
CCTV cameras, GPS, fire
detection and suppression sys-
tem, live video streaming in
case of emergency, pink seats
reserved for ladies, panic but-
tons for women's safety and
other modern facilities, along
with being differently-abled
friendly,” the office of transport
minister said in a 

statement.
Meanwhile, Delhi BJP

spokesperson Praveen Shankar
Kapoor said that due to “inher-
ent corruption” in its bus pur-
chase scheme for DTC the
Kejriwal government has failed
in providing a strong public
transport system.

���
����
��������./��-

����
����-0��
#���

12��������������������#�
�� ������	��0��	���

-� 	��
����

����������1/)

"
	6
��&����
�)�����	�
�&����
��������	������


��	�
������	���� <�C�<C�*G

Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar

launched the city's first electric
three-wheeler eco system pro-
ject by flagging off 600 e- auto-
rickshaw in Galeria Market
area, Sector-28, Gurugram on
Monday.

Under this project, 5,000
diesel three-wheelers will be
replaced in Gurugram and
other metropolitan cities of
Haryana, Khattar said during
the inauguration.

Under this initiative, an e-
auto rickshaw in place of diesel
three-wheelers will run in
Gurugram, which is a joint
effort of the Municipal
Corporation of Gurugram
(MCG), Regional Traffic
Authority Gurugram and
Traffic Police Gurugram.

According to MCG offi-
cials, the zone covers Udyog
Vihar, Ambience Mall, DLF
Phases 1, 2, 3 and 4, DLF-5,
Cyber City-Golf Course Road
stretch, Mall Mile, Huda City
Centre (HCC), sectors 28 and
29, and Wazirabad.

Diesel and CNG autorick-
shaws will not be allowed to
operate in the zone, they said.

Speaking on the occasion,
Chief Minister Manohar Lal said
that environmental pollution is a
matter of concern and vehicular
pollution is a big problem.

"Under the Parivartan pro-
ject, it has been started from
Gurugram today and a target

has been set to run 5,000 e-
vehicles. He said that this pro-
ject would be started not only
in Gurugram but also in other
metropolitan cities of
Haryana," Khattar told
reporters.

He said that under the
project Parivartan, the old
diesel auto is to be converted
into an e-auto or e-rickshaw.
For this, provision has been
made to provide subsidy from
the MCG and Fame India and
loan arrangements are also
being made through banks.

He said that for converting
old diesel auto into e-rickshaw
or e-auto, a subsidy of Rs 30,000
is being given by the MCG and
Rs 35,000 by Fame India.

However, MCG officials
did not disclose the fare details
of the 600 e-rickshaws.
However, they said that the fee
will be nominal.

Apart from this, the civic
body has set up five electric
parking and charging hubs in
the zone. The charging hubs at
Udyog Vihar and Wazirabad
have a capacity of accommo-
dating and charging 150 vehi-
cles.
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Aman and a woman alleged-
ly tried to commit suicide

outside the Supreme Court in
the national Capital on Monday
by setting themselves on fire.

Police said that the reason
behind their extreme step is not
yet known.

Prima facie, the man and
the woman poured kerosene oil
on themselves before setting
themselves ablaze, the police
said.

According to Deepak
Yadav, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), New Delhi district, a
police team deployed at the
spot rushed with blankets to
save the man and the woman. 

"The team managed to
douse the fire and immediate-
ly took the victims to the Ram
Manohar Lohia Hospital for
treatment. An inquiry is under-
way," said the DCP.
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Ateam of six girl students from
Amity International School

Saket has competed in the “F1 in
Schools National Open Finals”
which is the world’s largest STEM

(science, technology, engineer-
ing, mathematics) competition
for school students. Namya Jain,
Suhani Chauhan, Samara
Chauhan, Samaya Chauhan and
Sanjana Chauhan participated in
the National Finals of the F1 in

Schools competition held last
week and the team bagged the
Pressure Challenge Award and the
Verbal Presentation Award in the
open Nationals. They were also
nominated for the Women in
Motorsport Award.
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In a major milestone in devel-
oping a civil aircraft in India,

the Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL) has successful-
ly carried out the Ground Run
and Low Speed Taxi Trials
(LSTT) of the Hindustan-228
(VT-KNR) aircraft for the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation(DGCA)  Type
Certification.

The test of the 19-seater
aircraft was conducted on
Sunday as part of 75th
Anniversary of India’s
Independence Day celebra-
tions at HAL’s Kanpur facility,
officials said here on Monday.

“This is a major milestone
for the first fixed wing Made-
in-India civil aircraft in India.
It is a step forward towards
strengthening regional air con-
nectivity,” said Sajal Prakash,
CEO of HAL’s Accessories
Complex. 

Indranil Chakraborty,
Director, DGCA, said the type
certification will also enable
HAL to get the international
certification for the aircraft.

The HAL’s Transport
Aircraft Division, Kanpur, has
been in the business of trans-

port and trainer aircraft for
defence customers. The
Division has ventured into the
manufacturing of Hindustan-
228 aircraft to support the
Regional Connectivity Scheme
(UDAN).

This aircraft could be
utilised successfully by civil
operators and State
Governments for their intra
and inter-state connectivity
with seamless support towards
training, maintenance and
logistics.

The Hindustan-228 is a
19-seat multirole utility aircraft
built for various applications
such as VIP transport, pas-
senger transport, air ambu-
lance, flight inspection roles,
cloud seeding, and recreation-
al activities like Para jumping,
aerial surveillance, photogra-
phy and cargo applications.

In another development to
give a boost to the Indian
defence and aerospace manu-
facturing, the defence ministry
has launched the Defence
Testing Infrastructure Scheme
(DTIS)for creating state-of-
the-art testing infrastructure in
partnership with the private
industry.

The scheme with an outlay

of �400 crore was launched by
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh in May last year. The
scheme will run for the dura-
tion of five years and envisages
setting up of six to eight
Greenfield Defence Testing
Infrastructure facilities
required for defence and aero-
space related production,
defence ministry officials said
here on Monday.

The projects under the
scheme will be provided with
up to 75 per cent government
funding in the form of ‘Grant-
in-Aid’. The remaining 25 per
cent of the project cost will
have to be borne by the Special
Purpose Vehicle (SPV) con-
stituents of which will be the
Indian private entities and
state governments.

In this regard, Department
of Defence Production and
Directorate General of Quality
Assurance has published eight
Expression of Interest (EOIs)
catering to setting up of
defence test facilities in select-
ed domains. 

The request for propos-
al(RFP) for the defence test
facility for selected aid
domains will be issued short-
ly.
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Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT), Mandi, has developed

a Smart Road Monitoring
System (SRMS) that would
help reduce manual interven-
tion in traffic management
and prevent accidents caused at
sharp or blind turns.

According to the team of
researchers at IIT Mandi, the
system can be used for speed
detection, vehicle counts,
enhanced traffic control and
road usage, by employing the
Micro-Electro-Mechanical
Systems (MEMS) and Internet
of Things (IoT) technologies.
The team claimed that besides
being mechanical in nature, the
developed system can work in
any weather including rain,
snow, fog or other poor visibil-
ity conditions and the data can
be encrypted and shared to only
appropriate stakeholders.

“With a surge in traffic, the
manual interface becomes a
challenge to control and prevent
road accidents, and traffic man-
agement especially in the hilly
terrains. Traffic Police inter-
vention, convex mirrors instal-
lation, and other techniques,
though helpful in these situa-
tions, become difficult to man-
age in severe and extreme con-
ditions like rainfall, snow, foggy
weather and high number of
sharp curves,” said K V Uday,
Assistant Professor, School of
Engineering, IIT Mandi.

Uday explained that the
developed system comprises
two layers of detection units on
each side of the turn and two
signalling units to alert the
drivers. When a vehicle passes
through the two consecutive
layers of detection units, the
sensing system detects the
speed, direction and type of
vehicle (two/ four/multiple
wheels). The technology has
also acquired a patent for the
innovation,

The detected direction con-

firms if the vehicle is advancing
towards the turn, and a corre-
sponding signal (light, sound or
barrier) is displayed on the
other side to alert the drivers of
an oncoming vehicle.  If the
vehicle moves away from the
curve, no signal is displayed.  

The signals are decided
based on the speed, direction,
gradient of slope and type of
vehicle. At a prototype devel-
opment stage, the system costs
less than Rs 20,000 excluding
the alerting units per curve.
However, the innovators are
currently working on the com-
mercial aspects and trying to
bring down the overall product
cost, by lowering operating and
maintenance costs, and utilising
other energy sources to make
the system self-sustainable
using solar energy.

“This technique will not
only reduce the accident risk in
sharp curves, but will also help
in reducing human interven-
tion on traffic counts, manage-
ment and helps in decision
making,” he said. The devel-

oped system can also be used
for vehicle counts and its
advanced versions will also be
able to detect the load of the
vehicle.

“This data can be used for
enhanced traffic management,
road use, traffic flow on single
line tunnels and restricted areas
by employing Artificial
Intelligence and machine learn-
ing tools. The prediction on
traffic jams, increased flows and
diversion alerts also can also be
generated after sufficient data
collection,” he said.

“Though existing tech-
nologies are effective, their
effectiveness drastically is
affected during adverse weath-
er conditions, that is where our
system is robust,” he added.
Other members of the team
included Naman Chaudhary
and Shishir Asthana from
Mechanical Engineering;
Amudhan Muthaiah from
Electrical Engineering and
Nidhika Kadela from Civil
Engineering departments of
the institute.
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To mark the 75th year of
Independence, Congress

chief Sonia Gandhi on Monday
urged people to introspect
what freedom means and told
them it is a “sin” to remain
silent when fundamental rights
and the Constitution are
“trampled upon”. In a state-
ment, Sonia also said the coun-
try’s democracy needs repair-
ing.

“When fundamental rights
of people, guaranteed by the
founding fathers of our
Constitution, are being tram-
pled upon, it is a sin to stay
silent,” Sonia said. When the
Government “attacks”
Parliament and “tramples
upon” its traditions, “enslaves”
democracy, attempts to “vio-
late” the Constitution and
“shackles” institutional auton-
omy, the people of the country
need to introspect what free-
dom means to them, she said.

The Congress chief also
alleged that currently journal-
ists do not have the freedom to
write, TV channels the freedom
to show the truth, and writers
and thinkers the freedom to
express themselves. She alleged
parliamentarians don’t have
the freedom to express their
views, people affected by the
oxygen shortage crisis and GST
do not have the freedom to
speak and the states, in a fed-
eral structure, do not have the
freedom to demand their
rights.

She argued that Indian
democracy is in need of repair
and “We must undo the dam-
age.” She said the progress
achieved in the last few decades
has been reversed under the
present government which
indulges in “hollow slogans,
event management and brand-
building” at the cost of gover-
nance.

“After decades of progress

towards an India of our
dreams, why is our democracy
in danger? It is because tangi-
ble achievements have been
substituted by hollow slogans,
event management and brand-
building only to benefit those
in power – at the expense of
governance. It is because sym-
bolism has triumphed over
meaningful action. It is because
democracy is sought to be
replaced by an autocracy.
Today’s symbolism and reality
is that Parliament House is
being turned into a museum,”
Sonia Gandhi said in the state-
ment shared by the Congress.

“We must not be swayed by
hollow attempts to appropriate
our icons by those who made
no contribution to our struggle
for independence. They may
borrow Gandhiji’s eyeglasses
but their vision for our coun-
try remains Godse’s. Our
founders rejected that divisive
ideology 74 years ago, and we
must reject it once again,”
Sonia said.

“The recently concluded
Monsoon session of Parliament
displayed the disdain of the
present government towards
parliamentary processes and
building consensus,” Sonia said.
She claimed that the opposition
was repeatedly denied an
opportunity to raise issues of
national importance.

“Increasingly over the past
7 years, laws have been passed
without debate in the House or
scrutiny by a Committee, effec-
tively turning Parliament into
a rubber stamp,” she alleged.
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Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on

Monday announced that the
Centre has allocated �267.35
crore to Covid-battling Kerala
to improve its health infra-
structure and effectively man-
age the infection.

The Minister further said
that an additional sum of �1
crore will also be provided to
each district in the State for cre-
ating a medicine pool.

The announcements fol-
lowed after Mandaviya met
with Kerala’s Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan, State Health
Minister Veena George and
other State officials in
Thiruvananthapuram. The
Central minister is currently in
the State to discuss the Covid-
19 situation.

For the past several
months, Kerala has been con-
tinually reporting a high num-
ber of daily new infections of
Covid-19.

“Central Govt allocates
�267.35 crore to Kerala under
Emergency COVID Response
Package- II. It will strengthen
the state’s health infrastructure
& effectively manage
#COVID19. Additionally, Rs 1

crore will be made available to
each district of Kerala for cre-
ating a medicine pool,”
Mandaviya tweeted following
the meeting.

Mandaviya said that a cen-
tre of excellence that caters to
telemedicine facilities in every
district would be created. Also,
a paediatric intensive care unit
would be established in district
hospitals to prioritise the health
of children, he added.

“Central Govt will ensure
creation of a Centre of
Excellence that caters to
Telemedicine Facilities in every
district in Kerala. For priori-
tising health of children, pae-
diatric ICU to be established in
district hospitals with 10 kilo-
litre liquid oxygen storage tank
facility,” he said in a subsequent
tweet. Further, the Union gov-

ernment has also assured all
possible assistance to Kerala,
including providing Covid-19
vaccines, he added.

On Sunday, 18,582 people
tested positive for the disease
with a high test positivity rate
(TPR) of 15.11%, which
accounted for more than half of
the national tally of 32,937
cases.

Following the meeting, the
Union minister had lauded
the steps taken by the state gov-
ernment in preventing the dis-
ease. He had also praised the
lack of vaccine wastage in the
state and also assured avail-
ability of vaccines to the state.
The central ministry’s data
showed that 24,271,938 doses
of the vaccine have been
administered in Kerala as of
7am on Monday.
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Hyderabad-based Bharat
Biotech is working on a

combination of Covaxin fol-
lowed by nasal vaccine which
if administered can act as a
booster dose and protect a
person from getting infected,
according to its chairman
and managing director Dr
Krishna Ella.

The company expects
significant data on the com-
bination in the next two
months which can then drive
the future course of action
based on regulator y
approvals and policy 
decisions regarding booster
shots.

“We are working on a
combination of Covaxin fol-
lowed by nasal, so that
Covaxin primes the system of
innate immunity and then the
boost by the nasal which pro-
duces three immune respons-
es — the IGG, the IGA and
then mucosal 
immunity. All three immuni-
ties are powerful and can
protect a person from getting
infected,” Ella said.

Even as Covaxin is found
to be significantly effective

against the dominant Delta
virus, the Government will
take the final call on whether
there is a need for a third dose
of Covaxin to enhance the
immune response for a longer
time, Ella said 
underlining that data will be
submitted to the Government.

“I think we have done a
booster dose also. We are
waiting for the results, but if
you recommend a booster
dose, there will be a shortage
of vaccine. So, it’s a compli-
cated situation. We are there-
fore adopting an innovative
method,” he said.

According to Ella, if the
nasal vaccine works out well,
production capacity is also
likely to double. 

At present, Bharat Biotech
is supplying around 2 — 2.5
crore doses of Covaxin per
month, which is projected to
increase to around 5.8 crore
doses over the next few
months.

On WHO approval for
Covaxin getting delayed, he
said that it was because the
company had to do 
efficacy trials separately and
during the second wave, which
involved cases of Delta variant.
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India on Monday reported
32,937 new cases, which is 8.7

per cent lower than a day ago,
pushing the overall cases to
3,22,25,513. The country also
reported 417 deaths in the last
24 hours, taking the cumulative
death count to 4,31,642.
However, there were low num-
ber of tests were conducted on
Monday.

The 3,81,947 active cases,
down from 3,85,336 on Sunday,
comprise 1.18 per cent of the
total infections in the country,
the lowest since March last
year. The national recovery
rate stands at 97.48 per cent, the
highest since March last year.

The daily positivity rate
was recorded at 2.79 per cent.
It has remained below 3 per
cent for the last 21 days. As
many as 11,81,212 Covid-19
tests were conducted on

Sunday, taking the total num-
ber of tests conducted so far in
the country to 49,48,05,652.

Around 54.58 crore
COVID-19 vaccine doses have
been administered under the
nationwide vaccination drive so
far with more than 55 lakh vac-
cine doses administered on
Monday itself.

Of the total 4,31,642 deaths
reported so far in the country,
1,35,039 were from
Maharashtra, 36,979 from
Karnataka, 34,519 from Tamil
Nadu, 25,069 from Delhi,
22,784 from Uttar Pradesh,
18,601 from Kerala and 18,303
from West Bengal.

The Union Health Ministry
has stressed that more than 70
per cent of the deaths occurred
due to comorbidities. The
country’s active caseload cur-
rently is 3,81,947, the lowest in
145 days. The active cases con-
stitute 1.18% of total cases,

lowest since March 2020.
Across the country,

3,14,11,924 in total have recov-
ered so far, with 35,909 patients
recovering during last 24 hours.
The recovery rate now stands at
97.48%, the highest since March
2020, according to the health
ministry. So far, 54.58 crore vac-
cine doses have been adminis-
tered in the country, with
1743114 doses being 
administered during the last 24
hours, they said in today’s
update. The  cumulative Covid
vaccine doses administered in
the country surpassed the 55
crore-mark on Monday, the
Ministry said.

“In record-breaking
progress, India administers 55
crore #COVID19 vaccines. Let’s
strengthen India’s fight against
Coronavirus. Let’s get vacci-
nated!” Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya said in a
tweet Monday afternoon.
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The southwest monsoon sea-
son has again entered a

break phase over many parts of
the country, with subdued rain-
fall activity across northwest
India, including Delhi, Rajasthan
and Gujarat. However, on the
flip side, West Bengal, Odisha,
Bihar, Jharkhand, Coastal
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh
and Vidarbha are expected to get
heavy to moderate rainfall dur-
ing the next five days.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on Monday
predicted fairly widespread to
widespread rainfall activity over
Gangetic West Bengal, Odisha,
Bihar, Jharkhand, Coastal
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh
and Vidarbha during next 5
days. 

The IMD said that the west-

ern end of the monsoon
trough—an extended low-pres-
sure area that drives monsoon
rains—lies close to the foothills
of the Himalayas. Therefore,
drier conditions prevail over the
northwest. On the other hand,
the eastern end of the trough is
near its normal position and
runs across Bihar, Odisha and
the west-central Bay of Bengal
as on Monday morning.

According to the IMD,
widespread to isolated heavy
rainfall is very likely to contin-
ue over Northeast India and
Sub-Himalayan West Bengal
and Sikkim during next 4-5
days. Isolated heavy to very
heavy rainfall is very likely over
Assam and Meghalaya (16, 17
Aug); Arunachal Pradesh (17th
Aug) and Nagaland, Manipur,
Mizoram and Tripura on 16th
August, the IMD said in its lat-
est weather updates issued on
Monday.
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Union Minister for Minority
Affairs Mukhtar Abbas

Naqvi on Monday said here that
a target has been set to provide
employment and employment
opportunities to 7 lakh 50
thousand artisans, craftsmen
through 75 “Hunar Haat”, to be
organised across the country as
a part of “Amrit Mahotsav” of
75 years of India’s
Independence.

Naqvi said that 75 “Amrit
Mahotsav Parks” will also be
constructed on the vacant Waqf
lands across the country under
Waqf Taraqqiati Scheme” and
“Pradhanmantri Jan Vikas
Karykram” of the Union
Minority Affairs Ministry.

The Minister said that
under the “Amrit Mahotsav”,
“Mera Watan, Mera Chaman”
Mushairas and Kavi Sammelans
will also be organized across the
country till 2023, where
renowned as well as emerging
poets will give effective and
patriotic message of “Ek Bharat-
Shrestha Bharat”.

The 75th “Hunar Haat”
will be organised with the
resolve of “Vocal for Local” in
all parts of the country, where
artisans, craftsmen from every
region of the country will
exhibit and sell their handmade
indigenous products, he said.
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The Bacillus Calmette-
Guérin (BCG) vaccine,

which was first used in 1921
against the deadly TB and is on
the World Health
Organization’s list of essential
medicines, could help reduce
inflammation in healthy elder-
ly people and can protect them
against Covid-19, a team of
Indian scientists has found.

BCG is considered to be
one of the most broadly used
vaccines in the world, with
around 130 million infants
receiving this vaccine every
year.

There is improved interest
in BCG vaccination of elderly
population, especially in coun-
tries with a high number of
reported Covid-19 cases.
Immunity produced by some
already available vaccines such
as BCG has been recommend-
ed to be used as a conceivable
protective approach against
Covid-19 to bridge the period
until a specific vaccine is avail-
able

The scientists from the
ICMR-National Institute for
Research in Tuberculosis and
the ICMR-National Institute
of Epidemiology, both in
Chennai  said that the vaccine
dampens inflammation by low-
ering the levels of inflamma-
tion-related marker proteins. It
also checks the secretion of spe-
cific proteins discharged during
lung inflammation.

These findings, the
researchers say, show that the
vaccine could potentially be
used to protect elderly people

against COVID-19, which pri-
marily affects the lungs.  The
findings are published in the
journal Science Advances.

Recent studies have indi-
cated that the BCG vaccine
enhances antiviral immune
responses, making it a likely
candidate in the fight against
Covid-19. However, it remains
unknown how the vaccine gen-
erates such immune responses.

To investigate it, scientists
vaccinated people between 60
and 80 years old living in
Covid-19 hotspots. They then
measured the levels of inflam-
mation-related proteins such as
cytokines, acute-phase proteins
(APPs) and matrix metallo-
proteinases (MMPs) in their
blood before and one month
after vaccination.  

The researchers found that
the vaccine reduced the
immune responses in all the
vaccinated individuals.  BCG-
vaccinated individuals exhibit-
ed decreased blood levels of
cytokines, APPs and MMPs
compared with unvaccinated
ones.

Specific small inflamma-
tion-related proteins, which
have roles in Covid-19, were
decreased in the vaccinated
individuals. The vaccination
also decreased the levels of
specific inflammation-related
growth factors.

The results from this study
not only corroborate the
immunomodulatory proper-
ties of BCG vaccination but also
reveal a clear effect of (non)spe-
cific immunogenicity of BCG
vaccination on systemic inflam-
mation, the researchers said.
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The Congress lost another
youth leader this time to the

Trinamool Congress with
Mahila Congress president and
former MP Susmita Dev on
Monday joining the Bengal rul-
ing outfit with a desire to begin
a “new chapter in life of public
services.”

The former Congress MP
on Monday morning came
down to Kolkata along with
TMC MP Derek O’ Brien, met
party general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee with whom
she had a “good discussion”
before joining the Trinamool in
his presence. Dev then met
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee at State secretariat
Nabanna too.

An official online state-
ment from the TMC said “We

warmly welcome the former
President of All India Mahila
Congress (Susmita Deb) to our
Trinamool family! … Inspired
by Mamata Banerjee, she joins
us today in the presence of our
National General Secretary
Abhishek Banerjee &
Parliamentary Party Leader,
Rajya Sabha, Derek O’Brien.”

Dev later wrote in the social
media “I had the opportunity to
meet Abhishek Banerjee … it
was a very good discussion
with him. He has an excellent
vision and clarity for the party
… I went to meet the Hon’ble
Chief Minister … at her office.
It was an excellent discussion.
Clearly she has laid an excellent
future vision for the party and
I hope to be helpful in that
regard.”

Though there was no com-
ment from Bengal Chief

Minister inside sources said
that the Assam leader could
immediately be deployed in
the North-Eastern State where
more leaders could soon join
the Trinamool Congress.

The daughter of Santosh
Mohan Dev the late Union
Minister Susmita has been a
popular name in Assam’s Barak
Valley and is likely to be the face
of her new party in the North-
eastern State where the TMC
has been trying to make a des-
perate attempt to set foot in, in
its bid to become a nationally
relevant political party.

Earlier in a letter to
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi she wrote “I cherish my
three-decade-long association
with the Indian National
Congress. May I take this
opportunity to thank the party,
all its leaders, members and

workers who have been my
memorable journey. Madam, I
thank you personally for your
guidance and the opportunities
you gave me. I value the enrich-
ing experience.”

Senior Congress leaders

like Kapil Sibal, Manish Tewari
and Assam Congress leader
Ripun Bora expressed disap-
pointment at Dev’s quitting the
party. While Tewari said the
decision of Dev was “most
unfortunate,” Sibal wrote

“Sushmita Dev resigns from
primary membership of our
party, While young leaders leave
we ‘oldies’ are blamed for our
efforts to strengthen it. The
party moves on with: eyes wide
shut.”

When asked to comment
on the Congress’ failure to
retain youth leaderswho have
been quitting the party one
after the other, a top TMC
leader and MP said “people are
coming to Trinamool because of
the dynamism of our leader
Mamata Banerjee … it should
generate no ill-feeling.”

On whether such “poach-
ing” should hurt the larger
interest of forming an anti-BJP
front which Banerjee had been
trying at the national level the
MP said “if you join TMC can
I stop you … we have not
poached anyone.”
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In a major development
towards implementing the

“one man, one post” formula
the Trinamool Congress on
Monday effected a major
reshuffle in the party organi-
zation removing most
Ministers and MPs from orga-
nizational posts and appointing
in their places leaders who were
not attached to the govern-
ment.

The TMC removed senior
MP Sudip Bandopadhyaya as
the North Kolkata district pres-
ident of the party and brought
in his place Tapas Roy a former

minister. Similarly other min-
isters like Jyotipriya Mullick,
Soumen Mahapatra Swapan
Debnath and many other
senior men were removed from
organizational posts.

The party also effected a
wholesale change in its North
Bengal unit removing all but
one district of the region. The
TMC had faired poorly in both
parliamentary and Assembly
elections in that region. In
North Bengal all the district
presidents were removed from
their posts save

KL Agarwal who heads
the party’s North Dinajpur dis-
trict unit.
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Agalaxy of Bengal BJP lead-
ers including State party

president Dilip Ghosh and
Opposition Leader Suvendu
Adhikari were on Monday
detained under Pandemic Act
after they assembled at
Esplanade area to protest
against the Trinamool
Congress’ celebration of Khela
Hobe Diwas.

Ghosh, Adhikari and state
BJP Yuva Morcha president
Soumitra Khan, party State
general secretary Sayantan
Basu, former Union Minister
Debashree Chowdhury, State
committee member Kalyan
Chowbey were all detained

and forcibly taken to Lal Bazar
police headquarters after they
refused to vacate the Gandhi
Statue where they were protest-
ing.

While Mamata Banerjee
earlier claimed that Khela
Hobey Diwas would be cele-
brated every year on August 16
commemorate the football
lovers who died in a clash
during a soccer match four
about decades ago the BJP
claims the day had been inten-
tionally fixed by the Chief
Minister “to encourage a par-
ticular community by bringing
back the memory of the great
Calcutta killings that started on
this very day leading to the
death of thousands of Hindus.”
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The Monsoon Session of the
Uttar Pradesh (UP) legislature

will commence from Tuesday with
the supplementary Budget being
tabled on August 18. 

The Opposition members are
set to create ruckus throughout the
brief session of four sittings which
will continue till August 24.

On the first day of the session,
the House will be adjourned after
paying condolence on the death of
the sitting members of the House.
Six Bharatiya Janata party legislators,
including a state minister, had died
when the House was not in session.
They are Ramesh Chandra Diwakar
(Auraiya),Suresh Kumar Srivastava
(Lucknow West), Kesar Singh
(Nawabganj, Bareilly),Dal Bahadur
Kori (Salon, Rae Bareli),state min-
ister Vijay Kumar Kashyap
(Charthawal, Muzaffarnagar) and
Devendra Pratap Singh (Amrapur,
Kasganj).

On Wednesday, the House will

take up the supplementary budget
to be tabled by Finance Minister
Suresh Kumar Khanna in the first
half. The grants are likely to be
passed by the House on August 19.

There will be no sitting of the
House on August 20, 21 and 22.

Legislative work will be taken
up and on August 23 and 24.

During the monsoon session, at
least five bills will be tabled in the
House, replacing the ordinances
which were promulgated when the
House was not in session.

Leader of the Opposition and
Samajwadi Party member Ram
Govind Chaudhary said here on
Monday that the State Government

had failed to deliver, causing
immense pain and suffering to the
people, particularly those affected by
the pandemic.

“We will raise all the people’s
issues and the failure of the gov-
ernment, including farmers’ agita-
tion, Covid-19 deaths, law and
order situation, communal agenda
of the government and other issues,”
he added.

The opposition leader alleged
that the Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment had convened a brief session
as it had lost the confidence of the
people and lacked courage to face
the Vidhan Sabha.

Bahujan Samaj Party and
Congress members also said that
they would raise the pressing issues
facing the people.

Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Suresh Kumar Khanna, however,
said that the government was ready
to discuss all the issues to be raised
by the opposition for the peaceful
conduct of the proceedings of the
House. 
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The seven newly inducted Ministers from Uttar
Pradesh in the  Modi Government started ‘Jan

Ashirvad Yatra’ from Monday to seek the bless-
ings of the people, which in political circles is seen
as an attempt to increase the party's reach
among the masses.

Bharatiya Janata Party’s State general secre-
tary Govind Narayan Shukla, State Minister Sanjay
Rai, and other Ministers, party officials and a large
number of workers gave a grand welcome to the
Union Ministers when they came out for the Jan
Ashirwad Yatra. Union Minister of State BL Verma
started the Jan Ashirwad Yatra from Vrindavan
in Mathura where he was given a grand welcome
by the party workers at various places.

Boarding three different raths from
Chaudhary Charan Singh Airport in Lucknow,
Union Minister of State for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary, Union Minister of State for Housing
and Urban Affairs Kaushal Kishore and Union
Minister of State for Home Ajay Mishra Teni went
for seeking the blessings of the people in their Jan
Ashirvad Yatra raths.
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The Opposition parties, including Bahujan
Samaj Party, Samajwadi Party and Congress,

slammed the Bharatiya Janata Party Government
for taking out the Jan Ashirvad Yatra instead of
concentrating on extending help to the flood-
hit victims.

Targeting the Yogi Adityanath Government
over the Jan Ashirvad Yatra, BSP supremo
Mayawati said that when a large part of the State
was in the grip of flood and many people were
seeking help to rescue them, the BJP was active
in taking out the yatra.

“It would be better if the BJP leaders con-
centrate on helping and rescuing the flood vic-
tims instead of making self-propaganda,”
Mayawati tweeted on Monday.

The BSP chief also criticised the
Government, saying that upset with the success
of her party’s intellectual meetings (Prabuddh
Sammelan), the government was creating obsta-
cles before them in the name of 
flood control or even in the name of Covid pro-
tocol.
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Charging that the Centre’s
recent Constitutional

amendment restoring power to
the States to make their own
OBC lists was a “fraud” on
Other Backward Castes
(OBCs), NCP chief Sharad
Pawar on Monday demanded
that the Centre come out with
“caste-based” census, provide
empirical data on OBCs to the
States and relax the 50 per cent
cap on reservations to ensure
social justice.

Talking to media persons
here, Pawar said: “The Centre’s
amendment to restore the
states' power to make their own
OBC lists is  like tying some-
one’s hands first, then calling
the individual for lunch and
serving him or her food”.

“Recently the Centre
amended the Constitution to
give powers to the state to make
their own OBC lists. As a
result, there is a misunder-
standing in the minds of the
people that the Centre has

taken a landmark step on the
OCB reservation front. But, the
centre’s move was nothing but
a fraud on the OBCs in the
country,” the NCP chief said.

Alluding to the December
1992 landmark Supreme Court
judgement in the Indra
Sawhney v Union of India &
Ors case which had put a 50 per
cent on reservations, Pawar
said: “Unless the 50 percent
quota limit imposed by the
Supreme Court in its 1992
landmark verdict is relaxed,
states cannot prepare their
own lists of socially and edu-
cationally backward classes
(SEBCs). In other words, the
Maratha quota cannot be
restored unless the 50 per cent
reservations cap is relaxed”.

“In reality,  the
Amendment will be of no use.
Because, the Centre took away
the rights of the states a couple
of years ago to prepare and
maintain their SEBC lists and
that has been restored now. The
government has betrayed the
OBCs. Today almost all states

have more than 50 percent
reservations,” Pawar said.

The NCP chief said that
while the Centre later gave a 10
percent quota for Economically
Weaker Sections, by then
almost 90 percent states had
exceeded the 50 per cent quota
limits “As a result, the Centre’s
amendment will be of no use
now,” he said. 

Pawar went on to reel out
the names of the states that had
more than 50 per cent of reser-
vations. The reservations in dif-
ferent states were as follows:
Madhya Pradesh – 63 per cent,
Tamil Nadu - 69, Haryana - 57,
Rajasthan – 54, Lakshadweep
- 100, Nagaland - 80, Mizoram
- 80, Meghalaya - 80,
Arunachal - 80, Maharashtra -
65, Haryana - 67, Rajasthan -
64, Telangana - 62, Tripura - 60,
Jharkhand - 60, Uttar Pradesh
- 59, Himachal - 60, Gujarat –
59 and Karnataka - 50 per cent.

The NCP chief said that
since the Centre was silent on
the issue of relaxing the 50 per-
cent quota limits, the

Maharashtra government
would be in no position to
restore the proposed 12 per
cent in education and 13 per
cent in government jobs for the
Maratha community which
was scrapped by the Supreme
Court in May this year.

It may be recalled that on
May 5,2021, a five-judge
Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court on Wednesday
unanimously declared a
Maharashtra law which pro-
vides reservation benefits to the
Maratha community, taking
the quota limit in the State in
excess of 50%, as “unconstitu-
tional”. 

The SC Bench led by
Justice Ashok Bhushan found
there was no “exceptional cir-
cumstances” or “extraordinary
situation” in Maharashtra
which required the
Maharashtra government to
break the 50 per cent ceiling
limit to bestow quota benefits
on the Maratha community

The apex struck down the
findings of the Justice N.G.

Gaikwad Commission which
led to the enactment of
Maratha quota law and set
aside the Bombay High Court
judgment which validated the
Maharashtra State Reservation
for Socially and Educationally
Backward Classes (SEBC) Act
of 2018.

The Bombay High Court
had on June 27, 2019 reduced
the the quantum of the
approved reservation from 16
per cent to 12 per cent in edu-
cational institutions and 13
per cent in government jobs.

The Supreme Court con-
cluded that even the reduced
percentages of reservation
granted by the High Court
were ultra vires.  

The apex court held that a
separate reservation for the
Maratha community violates
Articles 14 (right to equality)
and 21 (due process of law).
Significantly enough, the
Supreme Court declined to re-
visit its 1992 Indira Sawhney
judgment, which fixed the reser-
vation limit at 50%.
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The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has
provisionally attached movable prop-

erties worth �6.88 crore in the form of
bank balances, mutual funds and insur-
ance products in the name of Rayilung
Nsarangbe (self-styled colonel/treasur-
er of National Socialist Council of
Nagaland–IM), Ruth Chawang (wife of
Rayilung Nsarangbe) and Apam 
Muivah.  

The ED had initiated investigation
on the basis of FIR, registered on July 9,
2020 and chargesheet dated December
29 last year filed by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA).

“It was alleged in the chargesheet of
NIA, that the terrorist gang of NSCN
(IM) was carrying out well organized
extortion racket in Manipur and
Nagaland, resulting in diversion of
Government funds, that in pursuance of
their conspiracy for terrorist acts, the ter-
rorist gang of NSCN (IM) had been
criminally intimidating Construction
Companies, undertaking the road con-
struction project in Manipur and col-
lected huge sum as illegal "tax” (extor-
tion),” the ED said in a 
statement.

Investigation under Prevention of
Money Laundering Act revealed that the
district in-charge of four administrative

districts of Manipur like Tamenglong,
Senapati, Ukhrul and Chandel, were
reporting to Rayilung Nsarangbe, as he
was the Treasurer of “the Collective
Leadership”, it said.

The District Representatives of the
outfit were submitting the extorted
money along with the details of collec-
tion made by them from various eco-
nomic activities to Rayilung.

It is also revealed that the huge
amount of extortion or the illegal “tax”,
was being directly collected by Rayilung.
Major part of the extortion amount was
being utilised as per the direction of the
Collective Leadership and part of it, was
being deposited in the bank accounts
maintained in the name of Rayilung and
in the name of Ruth Chawang, his wife
and Apam Muivah.
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Adiet rich in isoflavones (com-
pounds found in soybeans)

could reduce the severity of multi-
ple sclerosis (MS), a degenerative dis-
ease, by boosting the abundance of
specific isoflavone-metabolising gut
microbes, a study has found.  

Such a diet and the abundance
of the gut microbes reduced severi-
ty of experimental autoimmune
encephalomyelitis (EAE) that mim-
ics MS in mice, an international
research team has found.

These findings could potential-
ly be useful for developing dietary
and gut-microbes-based therapies for
MS and other diseases, the
researchers said in a study published
in Science Advances.

MS is the most common cause
of progressive neurological disabil-
ity in young adults across the world.

Patients with MS show a reduc-
tion in microbial diversity in their
gut. Diet has been shown to alter and
even restore gut microbial diversity.
However, the effects of diet on gut
microbes remain largely unexplored
in MS.   

To find a link between diet, gut
microbes and MS, the scientists,
including a researcher from the
Birla Institute of Science &
Technology in Goa, India, fed female

mice either an isoflavone-rich diet,
an isoflavone-free diet, or a standard
diet with moderate levels of
isoflavones for six weeks. 

They then induced EAE in these
mice.

Mice fed an isoflavone-free diet
showed severe disease and mice on
the standard diet showed interme-
diate disease, while mice on the
isoflavone-rich diet exhibited great-
ly diminished disease severity.

The researchers found that con-
sumption of isoflavones increased the
diversity of specific species of gut
bacteria. These bacteria broke down
isoflavones into equols that checked
the infiltration of specific immune
cells into the CNS of EAE-afflicted
mice. 

This, in turn, lowered inflam-
mation and improved their health.

There's no cure for multiple
sclerosis. 

However, treatments can help
speed recovery from attacks, modi-
fy the course of the disease and man-
age symptoms.

Signs and symptoms of MS vary
widely and depend on the amount of
nerve damage and which nerves are
affected. Some people with severe
MS may lose the ability to walk inde-
pendently or at all, while others may
experience long periods of remission
without any new symptoms.
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The Civil Aviation Ministry on Monday gave conditional per-
mission to 10 organisations, including Mahindra and Mahindra,

Steel Authority of India (SAIL) and Bayer Crop Science, to use drones
for various purposes.

In a statement, the ministry said the Karnataka Government
is one of the 10 organisations and it has got the permission to con-
duct "drone based aerial survey for creating urban property own-
ership records in Bengaluru".

Mahindra and Mahindra has got permission to conduct
"drone-based agricultural trials" and use drones for precision spray-
ing on paddy and hot pepper crop in Telangana and Andhra Pradesh,
it mentioned.

Two organisations -- Gujarat-based Blue Ray Aviation and
Telangana-based Asia Pacific Flight Training Academy -- have been
permitted to conduct "remote pilot training using drones", the min-
istry's statement noted.

Bayer Crop Science has got the permission to conduct "drone-
based agricultural research activities" and use drones for agricultural
spraying, it mentioned.

The National Health Mission in Mumbai has also got the per-
mission to conduct experimental BVLOS (beyond visual line-of-sight)
drone flights to deliver essential healthcare items in tribal areas of
Jawhar in Palghar district of Maharashtra.

Gangtok Smart City Development has got the permission for
drone-based aerial survey for its smart city project, the ministry's
statement mentioned. It said SAIL has got the permission to use
drones to conduct "perimeter surveillance" of its steel plant in
Burnpur, West Bengal.

Chennai-based Tractors and Farm Equipment Limited has got
the permission to conduct "drone-based aerial spraying" to assess
crop health and prevent crop disease.
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The CBI on Monday arrested a divi-
sional engineer and a clerk of the

Central Railway’s Bhusawal division on
charges of demanding and accepting a
bribe for allegedly awarding two con-
tracts.

Identifying two arrested persons as
M L Gupta, Divisional Engineer, Central
Railway, Bhusawal Division in
Maharashtra and Sanjeev Rade, a clerk
from the same division, the CBI said that
both of them would be produced before
a competent court on Tuesday.   

Giving details of the case, the CBI
said that a case was registered against the
two arrested CR employees on a com-
plaint alleging demand of �4,50,000 for
issuing Letter of Acceptance in respect
of two tenders awarded to the com-
plainant.

According to the complaint, the

complainant’s firm was short listed as L-
1 in the month of July, 2021 in the ten-
der process for repairing work of staff
quarters & service building in Central
Zone area at Bhusawal amounting to
�1,34,88,320 and Up-gradation of Coach
Care Centre for SS-1 maintenance of
LHB Coaches of Coaching Complex,
Bhusawal worth �1,13,35,744.  The
accused allegedly demanded a bribe of
�4,50,000 for issuing Work Order/Letter
of Acceptance.

Acting on the complaint, the CBI laid
a trap and caught both the accused while
demanding and accepting part payment
of bribe amount of �2,00,000 
and �40,000 respectively from the com-
plainant.

Following the arrest, the CBI con-
ducted on the premises of both the
accused and recovered �15 lakh cash has
so far been recovered from Gupta’s
premises.
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The daily Covid-19 deaths
dropped to 100 and infec-

tions went down to 4,145 in
Maharashtra on Monday, even
as 5,811 patients were dis-
charged after full recovery
from various hospitals across
the State.

A day after the state logged
130 fatalities and 4,797 infec-
tions, the daily deaths dipped
by 30, while fresh cases came
down by 652.  

With 100 fresh fatalities
reported on Monday, the total
number of deaths in the state
increased from 1,35,039 to
1,35,139 while the infections -
- with 4,145 new cases – went
up from 63,92,660 to 63,96,805.

As 5,811 patients were dis-
charged from the hospitals
across the state after full recov-
ery, the total number of people
discharged from the hospitals
since the second week of March
last year increased from
61,89,933 to 61,95,744. The
recovery rate in the State
dropped from 96.83 per cent to
96.86 per cent.

The total “active cases” in
the state dropped from 64,219
to 62,452.  The fatality rate in
the state stood static at 2.11 per
cent.    
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that they pocket hefty emol-
uments but do little work.

Once the late Union
Minister Anil Madhav Dave
had lunch at my home. The
BJP was in Opposition then
and did walk out occasional-
ly. My emphatic suggestion
was his (and also my) party’s
method should be no or rare
walkouts. Whenever the BJP
had a grouse against the
Government, its members
should wear black armbands.
Other methods of protest can
be wearing half-black attire or
members sitting in the aisles.

Right from the beginning,
there has been no tradition of
parliamentary party offices
doing ideological or academ-
ic work. The Communist par-
ties did something, but one
doesn’t know if they did any
fresh thinking or merely
repeated what Marx and
Lenin said or wrote. Else,
why were these parties clueless
after the Soviet Union disin-
tegrated in 1991? Nowhere in
the world have the
Communists found any alter-
native.

In Britain, not only do the
Conservative and Labour
Parties (perhaps also the
Liberals) have shadow minis-
ters but also constituencies
allocated to their members,
who are supposed to be in
touch with their constituency
and are expected to hold small

meetings so that the party
knows what is going on in
each constituency. The partic-
ular member works as though
he would stand from the con-
stituency in the next election.
This may not be possible for
a party like the Congress as
early allocation of a seat could
result in fights among aspi-
rants. The Congress therefore
does last-minute allocations to
avoid trouble.

The quality of political
candidates in the West is over-
all superior to those at the bot-
tom of the rung in India.
Education used to be a prob-
lem earlier. There is hardly any
on-the-work training on the
Constitution or parliamen-
tary articulation.

A quick tour of books by
every new MP would be use-
ful. There would be some
well-travelled, knowledgeable
MPs who would know quite a
bit of the country. But most
aren’t aware of every nook and
corner of India. Yet they are
elected to debate and legislate
for the country. A brief histo-
ry of post-Independence India
and a quick look at the armed
forces during the five wars we
have fought must be provid-
ed in the two weeks during the
first gap between two House
sessions, so that MPs are well-
equipped to debate national
issues. Minus this, the mem-
bers either remain silent or

talk nonsense.
In my years, I came across

some MPs who for two con-
secutive sessions (10 years) did
not speak at all. They were
from Gujarat, knew their State,
but not enough about other
places. Two members I knew
had asked for starred ques-
tions; they were excited about
their chance to speak and
rehearsed for several evenings.
Their problem was language.
They could hold huge crowds
in Gujarati. They knew ade-
quate Hindi to converse but
not enough to make speeches
in Parliament. There must
have been many such sad
specimens from other States
who kept silent, talked non-
sense or simply shouted down
members on the opposite side
of the House. Or when they
got bored, they played a role in
the adjournment of the House.
There are other members who
do not have a language prob-
lem but suffer from knowl-
edge-cum-information defi-
ciency. Then there are others
who talk loosely before the
media. The anti-Government
media — whether Indian,
American or European — laps
this up to malign India in front
of the world.

(The writer is a well-
known columnist, an author
and a former member of the
Rajya Sabha. The views
expressed are personal.)

���������	
��	�
�����
����
Sir — The lack of proper discussion on
Bills in Parliament leads to complexity
in the law, resulting in increased litiga-
tion, loss of Government assets and
inconvenience to the citizens. Detailed
discussion reduces the number of cases.
This statement has been made by the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. Both
the ruling party and the Opposition have
experience in running the Government
but the latter calls for a boycott of the
House, and then claims that “the Bill was
passed without discussion”.

Also, it doesn’t let go of any oppor-
tunity to criticise the Bill concerned.
Controversy and criticism are more suit-
ed to an Opposition party than a discus-
sion, and they seem to be more interest-
ed in it. This feeling is deeply rooted in
society, too. Therefore, in some cases,
compromises are made out of court. The
cycle of ‘Tareekh pe tareekh’ just does not
seem to end. As a result, public frustra-
tion also does not end. 

Jayesh Rane | Mumbai
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Sir — It is unfortunate that after Rajya
Sabha Chairman Venkaiah Naidu broke
down recently in Parliament, Chief Justice
of India NV Ramana also on the
Independence Day regretted the lack of
debate in Parliament and State legislatures;
with the result the Centre railroading sev-
eral Bills through Parliament without dis-
cussion. Interestingly, according to the CJI,
Parliament and State legislatures in the
past boasted large numbers of legal
experts as members, like Mahatma
Gandhi, Vallabhbhai Patel, Jawaharlal
Nehru and Rajendra Prasad.

With due respect, I want to remind
the CJI that the lack of debate in
Parliament or State legislatures may not
be due to the absence of lawyers. For
example, even in the recent past, noted
lawyer Arun Jaitley was the Opposition
leader in the Rajya Sabha during UPA I
and II. However, he sowed the seeds of
disruption when he proudly said:
“Parliament’s job is to hold discussions.

But many times, Parliament is used to
ignore issues and, in such situations, the
obstruction of Parliament is in favour of
democracy. Therefore, parliamentary
obstruction is not undemocratic.”

One hopes that for the smooth func-
tioning of Parliament, the Government
would discard its arrogance and make
efforts to convince the Opposition lead-
ers to agree for a smooth functioning of
both the Houses in the next session.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Faridabad
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Sir — I vaguely knew that there existed an
Indian Idol programme on television but
when I stumbled upon this channel over
a month ago, this boy from Uttarakhand
was singing and he, along with the other
singers, acted as a powerful magnet that
made me glued to the TV set since then
till after midnight of August 15.

This season must have been the most

challenging for the judges as well as for all
those who voted. But when it came to
selecting the best, the voters judged pru-
dently and the right person, Pawandeep
Rajan, emerged as the Indian Idol.

I expected Shanmukha Priya to be at
least in the third place as she set the stage
on fire whenever she took to it. Full of
energy, drive and the force with which
her parents kept supporting will one day
surely put her on top of singing not only
in India but in the entire world.

Meanwhile, one cannot ignore all the
unsung heroes behind the popularity and
success of this programme, like the
music, stage, makeup and, last but not
the least, the most lovable anchor Aditya
Narayan, the son of famous playback
singer Udit Narayan.

D Nagarjuna | Hyderabad
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The Opposition needs the
legislature much more
than the Government.
Ministers can pass Bills

in a few minutes at a time, espe-
cially if the Opposition does not
pay attention to legislation and
remains distracted by agitation.
Rushing into the well need not
necessarily provoke adjourn-
ments. A few agitating members
can, upon the Speaker’s orders,
be taken away by the marshals.
This used to be done in the ear-
lier years of Independence.
Recalcitrant members were car-
ried out physically.

Some Opposition parties and
members just do not appreciate
the gift the parliamentary floor
is. The opportunity it gives to
MPs to express themselves and
their policy views is phenomenal.
One reason could be that
Opposition leaders do not study
enough and do not therefore
have anything substantial to say.
The 2019 general election was
fought by the leading Opposition
on the slogan ‘Chowkidar chor
hai ’,  implying that the
Government had pocketed
money from payments made to
France for Rafale warplanes.

However, the Supreme Court
declared the deal as clean. The
Opposition allegation was based
on the habit of politicians lining
their pockets whenever a sizeable
deal happened. After the 2019
election results, one survey
agency said the party bandying
the chor slogan lost quite a few
votes for repeating this slur ad
nauseum. The ruling party could
have easily countered this with
‘Gali gali mein shor hai ke Rajiv
Gandhi chor hai’.

The Opposition parties
should have a think tank-like sec-
retariat for national policies,
which can help its leaders to
introduce Bills based on the
think tank’s findings. Parties on
the Opposition benches should
have shadow ministers, starting
with a shadow PM (leader of
Opposition), a finance minister,
defence minister and so on.
Informed and intelligent debates
would then be possible. Parties
then would be equipped with
knowledge, and ready on policies
instead of shouting only allega-
tions and frequently walking
out. Currently, the impression is
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From June, 2020, the Union
Government stopped depositing
LPG subsidy in the accounts of eli-
gible beneficiaries and the position

continues till date. Even as the budget for
2021-22 has provided for Rs 14,000 crore
under this head (down from Rs 36,000 crore
during 2020-21), it is unlikely that any pay-
ments will be made during the current year.
What has prompted this move? Was it
orchestrated earlier but put into effect only
now? To understand, let us reflect on some
basic facts.       

Since January 1, 2015, the Modi–gov-
ernment has been running a scheme for
direct benefit transfer of LPG. Nicknamed
PAHAL (Pratyaksha Hastaantarit Laabh),
under it, three major oil marketing PSUs -
- Indian Oil Corporation Limited, Bharat
Petroleum Corporation Limited and
Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited
-- deliver LPG to the target beneficiaries at
full cost-based price which is arrived at by
adding to the refinery-gate price freight,
marketing costs, marketing margin, dealers’
commission and taxes and duties. They fol-
low it up by depositing subsidy – as noti-
fied by the Union Government from time
to time – in beneficiary accounts and claim
reimbursement from the latter.      

Even prior to this, the Union
Government was giving subsidy on LPG but
the manner of administration was different.
For comprehension, that period can be bifur-
cated in two sub-periods -- prior to 2002-
03 and between 2002-03 and 2014.    

Prior to 2002-03, sale of LPG was sub-
sidized under an administered pricing
regime. Under the APR, oil marketing PSUs
sold these products at a low price unrelat-
ed to the cost of supply which was higher.
The shortfall was made up by higher prices
charged on sale of products such as naph-
tha, ATF and fuel oil. This cross-subsidy was
managed through the ‘Oil Pool Account’
maintained by the Oil Coordination
Committee in the Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas. The system was prone to mis-
use as a lot of low priced products found
their way to the market using modus
operandi such as fake beneficiaries or
diversion of stocks straight from the
godowns.     

In 2002-03, the then NDA -
Government dismantled the APR and
along with it the OPA. Yet, it decided to con-
tinue subsidy on LPG, diesel and kerosene
but on a commitment that money would be
paid ‘directly’ from the Budget. The idea was
to make these subsidies ‘transparent’ and to
eliminate over time. Brushing aside this
major reform, in 2004, the UPA-government
continued with sale of these products at sub-
sidized price sans any support from the bud-
get. 

For funding the subsidy, it resorted to
disingenuous means such as ordering
upstream oil PSUs such as Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation and Oil India Limited to
supply crude oil to the refineries of IOCL,
BPCL, HPCL at discounted price and issue
of oil bonds to the latter. This dispensation
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Friday, 13 August, is the
500th anniversary of the
Spanish conquest of

Mexico. The capital of the
Aztec empire, Tenochtitlan,
fell to the invaders after a long
siege, and became Mexico
City instead. It was a major
historical event, still mourned
by millions and celebrated by
millions more five centuries
after it happened. But was it
actually inevitable?

Laurent Binet doesn’t
think so. The French writer’s
novel ‘Civilisations’, which
started winning prizes as soon
as it was published in 2019,
has now been translated into
English and offers an alternate
history in which the Incas and
Aztecs conquered Europe. It’s
fiction, of course, but it makes
you think.

Binet starts 1,000 years

ago with the Viking voyages to
‘Vinland’ (Newfoundland), an
interesting historical fact that
had no known impact on the
rest of the world. But in Binet’s
version a single band of
Vikings sails all the way down
the coast and up the Amazon
River, finally conquering and
intermarrying with a native
Amerindian group.

This is the key plot
device, because this stray
Viking group not only gives
the locals the technique for
making iron tools and
weapons. It also gives the
native Americans all the
Eurasian quick-killer diseases:
smallpox, cholera, influenza,
bubonic plague, typhoid, etc.

The first generations of
local victims die in swathes,
but by 500 years later their
descendants have all the same

immunities as Europeans. So,
when Columbus shows up in
the Caribbean in 1492, the
local people are as well armed
as his crew, they don’t fall ill,
and they eat the European
explorers for lunch
(metaphorically, of course).

Then an exiled Inca ex-
monarch in Cuba has his men
reverse-engineer Columbus’s
ships, builds some of his own,
and sets out to Europe to see
what he can conquer or steal.
There follows a picaresque
story in which a band of 300
Inca ‘conquistadors’ first over-

throws the King of Spain and
then, modestly reinforced by
other Inca adventurers, takes
over Italy, Germany and the
Netherlands as well.

There’s plenty to amuse
the casual reader. Francisco
Pizarro, conqueror of Peru in
fact, becomes the personal
fixer of the Inca king
Atahualpa, ruler of most of
Europe. The Aztecs are horri-
fied by the way that the
Christians burn their human
sacrifices (the heretics) alive
rather than just cutting their
hearts out like sensible people
do. And so on.

The message seems to be
that native Americans, given
the opportunity, would have
been slightly nicer and more
enlightened imperialists than
the Europeans who filled that
role in the real history. Which

may be true, but is not very
relevant, since the whole sce-
nario is entirely incredible.

Not much in history is
inevitable, but the conquest of
the Americas was. It might
have been done by the
Chinese or the Muslims rather
than by the Europeans, but
whichever of the older
Eurasian civilisations reached
the Americas first was bound
to supplant the local, younger
civilisations.

The problem was the sheer
biological vulnerability of ‘New
World’ populations to people
coming from the ‘Old World’,
and Binet’s device of having
Greenland Vikings accidental-
ly bestow immunity on the
New Worlders 500 years before
Columbus just doesn’t work.
The then new Greenland set-
tlements were so far from

Europe, so small, and so rarely
visited that they lacked lasting
immunity themselves.

Moreover, their explo-
rations in Newfoundland and
around the Gulf of St.
Lawrence were undertaken in
the hope of finding some valu-
able resource that they could
trade with Iceland and Norway
in return for all the things they
could not produce themselves.

As soon as the Greenland
Vikings found something that
filled the bill closer to home –
walrus and narwhal ivory
from Disko Bay on
Greenland’s north-west coast
– they shut the Newfoundland
base down and stopped sailing
westward. The idea that they
could ever have reached the
Caribbean, let alone the
Amazon, is preposterous.

The New World’s popula-

tion in 1500 was probably
around 50 million people,
mostly living in the big but
relatively new mass civilisa-
tions. That population fell by
about 90 per cent in the fol-
lowing century. So many
farms were abandoned that
the global temperature
dropped (the ‘Little Ice Age’)
as the forests grew back and
absorbed enormous amounts
of carbon dioxide.

What killed those 45 mil-
lion missing people? Maybe
one million died at the hands
of the European invaders, but
the vast majority fell victim to
the Eurasian quick-killer dis-
eases. If the Chinese had
crossed the Pacific and
reached the Americas first, the
result would have been exact-
ly the same. Those civilisa-
tions were doomed.
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continued till 2014-15, in the process,
inflicting huge losses on the former
(for instance, ONGC gave cumula-
tive discount of over Rs 200,000
crore) besides imposing perpetual
burden on the central exchequer
towards servicing of oil bonds.

Meanwhile, the government
deregulated and abolished subsidy on
petrol in June 2010 and diesel in
November 2014 whereas in case of
LPG, it initiated switched over to
DBT in mid–2012, a process that was
consummated in January 2015.    

After running the scheme for 6
years now if the government is say-
ing good-bye, this was not unexpect-
ed. An indication was given in the
2002-03 decision of the then
NDA–regime under Vajpayee. A
decade later, the Kelkar Committee
also recommended removal of 25 per
cent of LPG subsidy in 2012-13 and
75 per cent in the following 2 years.
As per this road-map, the subsidy
should have ended by March 31,
2015; instead, the exit is coming with
a delay of 6 years.

At the time of launch (January,
2015), the total number of beneficia-
ry households under the scheme was
around 185 million. Since then,
about 45 million fake beneficiaries
were eliminated, 10 million surren-
dered under Modi’s “give up” cam-
paign and 15 million rendered inel-
igible because of annual income > Rs
10 lakh bringing down the total to
115 million. At the same time, about
80 million households (albeit poor)
were added taking the total to
around 200 million.    

To assess whether the
Government is justified in withdraw-

ing subsidy, the Economic Survey
(2015-16) offers some clues.
According to it, only 0.07 per cent of
LPG subsidy in rural areas went to
the poorest 20 per cent households.
In urban areas, the poorest 20 per
cent got only 8.2 per cent of subsi-
dies. One does not need any further
proof to recognize that in rural areas,
the poorest had no access to subsidy
at all, whereas in urban, they got a
miniscule portion of it.

True, between 2015-16 and
2019-20, there has been significant
increase in the share of poor house-
holds in the beneficiary basket (sav-
ings of about Rs 70,000 crore due to
elimination of fake stuff is bonus).
Still, the better-off households con-
tinue to get a major portion of LPG
subsidy. In this backdrop, exit from
the scheme makes sense as this will
help in getting rid of the non-
deserving at one go. As for the poor
and deserving, the government can
explore some other option to support
them.    

At present, retailing of petrole-
um products is monopolized by oil
PSUs. Together, they account for
about 90 per cent of the total petrol
pumps. A major reason behind this
is routing of subsidies only through
them which puts private firms to a
serious disadvantage as without sub-
sidy, they are unable to match the
effective price (cost-based price
minus subsidy) offered by PSUs.
After subsidy is abolished, their dis-
advantage will go away and there will
be increased competition leading to
lower price.     

Meanwhile, in 2019, the govern-
ment had dispensed with the require-

ment of minimum investment of Rs
2,000 crore in oil or gas infrastruc-
ture — in hydrocarbon exploration
and production, refining, import ter-
minals, and transportation to grant
a retail pump license. Henceforth,
“the applicant needs to have mini-
mum net-worth of Rs 250 crore and
commit to invest in the marketing of
at least one new generation alternate
fuel such as CNG, LNG, biofuels and
open 5 per cent of total outlets in
rural areas”.

This was a good move to encour-
age private players enter the business.
However, no less crucial is the need
to ensure hassle free access to the sup-
plies and infrastructure for storage,
handling and distribution. To achieve
this, the government should de-
canalize POL imports and hive off
the infrastructure to an independent
entity which should make it acces-
sible to all players on ‘common car-
rier’ principle in an ‘equitable’ and
‘non-discriminatory’ manner.   

Above all, there is an urgent need
to take measures for increasing
domestic production of oil and gas
(currently, India imports 85 per
cent of its crude requirement; 55 per
cent in case of LPG) to reduce depen-
dence on import, prevent exploita-
tion in international market and low-
ering the price to consumers. All
POL products including LPG should
be brought under GST as this will
help in reducing their price.

While steering various mea-
sures, the overarching focus of the
Government should be on giving
relief to consumers sans subsidy as
that will be in sync with fiscal con-
solidation. 
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Abdul Ghani Baradar, the
Taliban leader freed from

a Pakistani jail on the request
of the US less than three years
ago, has emerged as an "undis-
puted victor" of the 20-year war
in Afghanistan, according to a
British media report.

While Haibatullah
Akhundzada is the Taliban's
overall leader, Baradar is its
political chief and its most
public face. He was said to be
on his way from his office in
Doha, Qatar, to Kabul on
Sunday evening.

In a televised statement
on the fall of Kabul, he said the
Taliban's real test was only
just beginning and that they
had to serve the nation, The
Guardian newspaper reported
on Sunday.

Baradar's return to power
embodies Afghanistan's inabil-

ity to escape the bloody shack-
les of its past. The story of his
adult life is the story of the
country's unceasing, pitiless
conflict, the report said.

Born in Uruzgan province
in 1968, he fought in the
Afghan mujahideen against

the Soviets in the 1980s. After
the Russians were driven out in
1992 and the country fell into

civil war between rival war-
lords, Baradar set up a madras-
sa in Kandahar with his former
commander and reputed
brother in law, Mohammad
Omar.

Together, the two mullahs
founded the Taliban, a move-
ment spearheaded by young
Islamic scholars dedicated to
the religious purification of
the country and the creation of
an emirate, the report said.

Fuelled by religious fer-
vour, widespread hatred of the

warlords and substantial sup-
port from Pakistan's Inter-
Services Intelligence (ISI)
agency, the Taliban swept to
power in 1996 after a series of
stunning conquests of provin-
cial capitals that took the world
by surprise, just as the move-
ment has done in recent weeks.

Baradar, Mullah Omar's
deputy who was widely
believed to be a highly effective
strategist, was a key architect of
those victories. Baradar played
a succession of military and

administrative roles in the five-
year Taliban regime, and by the
time it was ousted by the US
and its Afghan allies, he was
deputy minister of defence.

During the Taliban's 20-
year exile, Baradar had the rep-
utation of being a potent mil-
itary leader and a subtle polit-
ical operator. Western diplo-
mats came to view him as on
the wing of the Quetta Shura –
the Taliban's regrouped lead-
ership in exile – that was most
resistant to ISI control, and
most amenable to political
contacts with Kabul.

The Obama administra-
tion, however, was more fear-
ful of his military expertise
than it was hopeful about his
supposedly moderate leanings.
The CIA tracked him down to
Karachi in 2010 and in
February of that year persuad-
ed ISI to arrest him, the report
said.

“The capture of Baradar
was predominantly instigated
because of his role in the war
rather than because of the like-
lihood that he was going to
suddenly make peace,” a former
official said.

“The fact is, the Pakistanis
held on to him all those years
in large part because the United
States asked them to,” the
report said.
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China on Monday expressed
hope that the Taliban will

stand by its commitment of
establishing an “open and
inclusive” Islamic government
in Afghanistan and will ensure
a peaceful transition of power
without violence and terror-
ism.

Commenting for the first
time on the sudden and rapid
takeover of the Afghanistan
government by the Taliban
insurgents, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Hua
Chunying in a media briefing
here expressed hope that the
Taliban will abide by its com-
mitment to ensure a peaceful
transition of power, taking
full responsibility for the safe-
ty of Afghan citizens and for-
eign diplomatic missions.

Taliban insurgents swept
Kabul on Sunday after the
US-backed Afghan govern-
ment collapsed and President
Ashraf Ghani fled the country,
bringing an unprecedented
end to a two-decade cam-
paign in which the US and its
allies had tried to transform
the war-ravaged nation.

While most of the
embassies in Kabul including
that of the US, India and EU
countries rushed to evacuate

its diplomatic staff, Hua said
the Chinese Embassy is up and
running with its ambassador
and some staff.

However, most of the
Chinese nationals have already
been evacuated from
Afghanistan, she said.

“The situation in
Afghanistan has experienced
major changes. We respect
Afghanistan's people's will and
choice,” Hua said.

The war in Afghanistan
has lasted over 40 years. To
stop the war and realise peace
is the wish of the 30 million
Afghan people and the aspi-
ration of the international
community and regional coun-
tries, she said.

“We noticed the statement
from Afghan Taliban yesterday
(Sunday) saying that the war is
over and they will start con-
sultation on establishment of
an open and inclusive Islamic
government and take the
responsibility of safety of
Afghan citizens and foreign
diplomatic corps,” the
spokesperson said.

“We hope this will be
implemented to ensure a
peaceful transition, stop vio-
lence and terrorism, and make
sure people are free from war
and build their new home,”
Hua said.
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President Joe Biden and
other top US officials were

stunned on Sunday by the
pace of the Taliban's nearly
complete takeover of
Afghanistan, as the planned
withdrawal of American forces
urgently became a mission to
ensure a safe evacuation.

The speed of the Afghan
government's collapse and the
ensuing chaos posed the most
serious test of Biden as com-

mander in chief, and he was
the subject of withering criti-
cism from Republicans who
said that he had failed.

Biden campaigned as a
seasoned expert in interna-
tional relations and has spent
months downplaying the
prospect of an ascendant
Taliban while arguing that
Americans of all political per-
suasions have tired of a 20-year
war, a conflict that demon-
strated the limits of money and
military might to force a

Western-style democracy on a
society not ready or willing to
embrace it.

By Sunday, though, leading
figures in the administration
acknowledged they were
caught off guard with the utter
speed of the collapse of Afghan
security forces. 

The challenge of that effort
became clear after reports of
sporadic gunfire at the Kabul
airport prompted Americans
to shelter as they awaited
flights to safety.
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Afghanistan President Ashraf
Ghani has fled the war-torn

country aboard a helicopter
stuffed with money but had to
leave some cash as it could not
be squeezed into the chopper,
according to Russian official
media reports on Monday.

Taliban insurgents swept
Kabul on Sunday after a sudden
and unprecedented collapse of
the US-backed Ghani govern-
ment, prompting the presi-
dent to join fellow citizens and
foreigners to leave the country.

Quoting Russian embassy
in Kabul, Russian official news
agency TASS reported that the
72-year-old President fled
Afghanistan aboard a heli-
copter packed with money.

"As for the reasons for the
collapse of the regime, they are
characterised by how Ghani
fled the country. Four cars
were packed with money, and
they tried to cram another bag
of cash into the helicopter.
Not all the cash managed to
squeeze in, and some of the
money was left lying on the air-
field," a mission employee was
quoted as saying by the report.
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The US told the UN Security
Council that the interna-

tional community should ensure
that Afghanistan "cannot ever,
ever” again be a base for terror-
ism and urged the country's
neighbours and others in the
region and beyond to give refuge
to Afghans attempting to flee. 

The Taliban swept into
Kabul on Sunday after
President Ashraf Ghani fled the
country, bringing an end to a
two-decade campaign in which
the US and its allies had tried
to transform Afghanistan. The
country's Western-trained
security forces collapsed or
fled, ahead of the planned
withdrawal of the last
American troops at the end of
the month.

“Today I want to reiterate
reemphasise and reassert this
call, civilian populations
including journalists and non-
combatants, must be protected.
Attacks against civilians or
civilian objects must stop and
the human rights and funda-
mental freedoms of all Afghan
citizens, especially women, girls
and members of minority

groups must be respected,” US
Ambassador to the UN
Ambassador Linda Thomas-
Greenfield told the UN
Security Council meeting on
Afghanistan, held on Monday
under India's current
Presidency of the 15-nation
body.

She said, “We also call on
all parties to prevent terrorism
and we must all ensure
Afghanistan cannot ever, ever
again be a base for terrorism.”

The US envoy said that
over this past weekend, mem-
bers of the international com-
munity joined together to state
unequivocally that every
Afghan should be able to live
in safety, security and dignity.

“We also called on all par-
ties in Afghanistan to ensure
safe departures and the pro-
tection of human life and prop-
erty. We also call on the Taliban
to permit humanitarian organ-
isations to continue their valu-
able work in Afghanistan,” she
said. She asserted that human-
itarian personnel and agencies
must have safe, unhindered
access to provide life saving
assistance to the increasing
numbers of Afghans in need.
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At least seven people, includ-
ing three Afghan nationals

who clung to a US Air Force
plane to escape Taliban rule,
died on Monday in a melee at
the Kabul airport, as hundreds
of people scrambled to board
flights in a desperate bid to get
out of Afghanistan, following

the toppling of the government
led by President Ashraf Ghani.

Taliban insurgents swept
Kabul on Sunday after the US-
backed Afghan government col-
lapsed and President Ghani fled
the country, bringing an unprece-
dented end to a two-decade
campaign in which the US and
its allies had tried to transform
the war-ravaged nation.
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The US has said it would deploy 6,000
troops at the vital Kabul airport to

ensure the safe departure of American cit-
izens and its allies from Afghanistan which
has been taken over by the Taliban, in a sud-
den and unprecedented collapse of the elect-
ed regime led by embattled President
Ashraf Ghani.

The Taliban insurgents swept into
Afghanistan's capital on Sunday after the
government collapsed and president Ghani
joined fellow citizens and foreigners to leave
the country.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken
made a series of calls to his counterparts of

US' key allies. India was not among them.
Simultaneously, more than 60 countries

led by the US and the European Union
issued a joint statement, urging those in
positions of power and authority across
Afghanistan to bear responsibility and
accountability for the protection of human
life and property, and for the immediate
restoration of security and civil order.

“At present, we are completing a series
of steps to secure Hamid Karzai
International Airport to enable the safe
departure of US and allied personnel from
Afghanistan via civilian and military flights,”
said a joint statement issued by the US
Department of State and the Defence
Department.
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Malaysian Prime Minister
Muhyiddin Yassin resigned on

Monday after less than 18 months in
power, apologizing for his shortcomings
but blaming those “hungry for power.” 

Muhyiddin conceded that he had
lost majority support to govern, mak-
ing him the country's shortest-ruling
leader. 

“I have tendered my resignation as
prime minister and also for the entire
Cabinet ... Because I have lost the major-
ity support of lower house members,”
he said in a televised final message after
meeting the king.

“I take this opportunity to seek for-
giveness ... For all my mistakes and
weaknesses during my tenure as prime
minister. I and my Cabinet colleagues
have tried our best to save and protect
lives ... In this period of crisis. However,
as a human being, we are bound to
make mistakes so I apologize." 

He said he had hoped to stay on
until the country's coronavirus vacci-
nation program is completed and the
economy has recovered, but was thwart-
ed by those “hungry for power." 

Muhyidddin's departure plunges
the country into a new crisis amid a
worsening COVID-19 outbreak.
Political leaders have already begun to
jostle for the top post, with his deputy,
Ismail Sabri, rallying support to succeed
Muhyiddin and keep the government
intact.

The palace said the king, Sultan
Abdullah Sultan Ahmad Shah, accept-
ed Muhyiddin's resignation and
appointed him as caretaker prime min-
ister until a successor is found, in line
with the constitution.

Beijing: A young Chinese
woman says she was held for
eight days at a Chinese-run
secret detention facility in
Dubai along with at least two
Uyghurs, in what may be the
first evidence that China is
operating a so-called “black
site” beyond its borders. 

The woman, 26-year-old
Wu Huan, was on the run to
avoid extradition back to China
because her fiancé was consid-
ered a Chinese dissident. Wu told
The Associated Press she was
abducted from a hotel in Dubai
and detained by Chinese officials
at a villa converted into a jail,
where she saw or heard two
other prisoners, both Uyghurs. 

She was questioned and
threatened in Chinese and
forced to sign legal documents
incriminating her fiancé for
harassing her, she said. She was
finally released on June 8 and
is now seeking asylum in the
Netherlands. AP

Lusaka: Zambia's veteran oppo-
sition leader Hakainde
Hichilema has won the southern
African country's presidency
after taking more than 50% of
the vote. Hichilema was declared
president–elect by Esau Chulu,
chairman of the Electoral
Commission of Zambia, early
Monday after results for 155 of
the country's 156 constituencies
were announced. 

Hichilema, a 59-year old
businessman contesting the
presidency for the sixth time,
got more than 2.8 million votes
to President Edgar Lungu's 1.8
million votes, achieving one of
the biggest electoral wins in
Zambia's history. Hichilema
garnered more than 50% of the
nearly 5 million votes cast to
win the presidency outright,
without having to go to a
runoff election. AP

Lahore: A Pakistani fashion
model, who was found dead at
her house here last month, was
killed by her stepbrother for
"disgracing the family's hon-
our", police said on Monday.

On her return from Dubai,
the 29-year-old model, Nayab
Nadeem, was found strangled
at her house in Lahore on July
11 and a murder case was reg-
istered on the complaint of one
of her two stepbrothers.

Punjab police spokesperson
Rana Arif told PTI on Monday
that the mystery of this blind
murder has been solved as the
victim's stepbrother turned out
to be her murderer.

The model's stepbrother,
Muhammad Aslam, has con-
fessed that he first strangled her
and then stripped her dead
body naked to mislead the
police and show that it was a
rape-cum-murder case. PTI
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New Delhi: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Monday said that the rules for
the recent  Taxation
Amendment Bill will be
framed soon.

"We will have to wait for the
rules to be framed under the
recent taxation amendment
bill," she said during an i
nteraction with reporters
here.

The Taxation Laws
(Amendment) Bill, 2021 was
passed by the Parliament in
the recent ly  concluded
Monsoon Session, to do away
with the contentious retro-

spective tax demand provi-
sions and its passage may end
the much stretched tax dis-
putes  with UK's  Cairn
Energy, and Vodafone Plc.
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Monday

ruled out a cut in excise duty
on petrol and diesel to ease
prices, which have touched an
all-time high, saying payments
in lieu of past subsidised fuel
pose limitations.

Petrol and diesel as well as
cooking gas and kerosene were
sold at subsidised rates during
the previous Congress-led UPA
government. Instead of paying
for the subsidy to bring parity
between the artificially sup-
pressed retail selling price and
the cost that had soared
because of international rates
crossing USD 100 per barrel,
the then government issued oil
bonds totalling Rs 1.34 lakh
crore to the state-fuel retailers.

These oil bonds and the
interest thereon are being paid
now.

"If I did not have the bur-
den to service the oil bonds, I
would have been in a position
to reduce excise duty on fuel,"
she told reporters here.
"Previous government have
made our job difficult by issu-
ing oil bonds. Even if I want to
do something I am paying
through my nose for the oil
bonds."

Sitharaman, who had

raised excise duty on petrol and
diesel to record high to shore
up revenue collections last year,
said the interest on oil bonds
paid in the last seven years
totalled Rs 70,195.72 crore.

Of the Rs 1.34 lakh crore of
oil bonds, only Rs 3,500 crore
of principal has been paid and
the remaining Rs 1.3 lakh crore
is due for repayment between
this fiscal and 2025-26, she said.

The government has to
repay Rs 10,000 crore this fis-
cal year (2021-22). Another Rs
31,150 crore is due to be repaid
in 2023-24, Rs 52,860.17 crore
in the following year and Rs
36,913 crore in 2025-26.

"A significant amount is
going for interest payment and
principal repayment. What
unfair burden on me," she
said.

"Opening balance in 2014-
15 was about Rs 1.34 lakh
crore and interest repayment
was Rs 10,255 crore. Since
2015-16, interest burden each
year is Rs 9,989 crore."

The collections from the
hike in excise duty far exceed
the amount due to be paid to
oil companies.

Excise duty on petrol was
hiked from Rs 19.98 per litre to
Rs 32.9 last year to recoup gain
arising from international oil
prices plunging to multi-year

low as pandemic gulped
demand.

Minister of State for
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Rameswar Teli had last month
told Parliament that the Union
government's tax collections on
petrol and diesel jumped by 88
per cent to Rs 3.35 lakh crore
in the year to March 31 from
Rs 1.78 lakh crore a year back.

Excise collection in pre-
pandemic 2018-19 was Rs 2.13
lakh crore.

The hike in taxes last year
did not result in any revision in
retail prices as they got adjust-
ed against the reduction that
was warranted because of fall
in international oil prices.

But with the demand
returning, international oil
prices have soared, which have
translated to record high petrol
and diesel prices across the
country. More than half the
country has petrol at over Rs
100-a-litre mark and diesel is
above that level in Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and 
Odisha.

Sitharaman said the
Centre has kept open the
option of inclusion of petrole-
um products under the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) regime. 

"Whenever states agree on
this, it can be brought under
the GST."
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Monday said

that she expects inflation to
remain in the prescribed range
during the current 
fiscal.

The RBI has been man-
dated to keep inflation at 4 per
cent, with tolerance level of 2
per cent on either side.

She expressed confidence
that the revenue would be
buoyant in the coming
months. Both Goods and
Services Tax (GST) and direct
taxes have improved in the
past few months, the minister
said.

On the demand pick up,
she said there is enough liq-
uidity in the market and cred-
it growth is expected to pick up
in the coming festive 
season.
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Amid an existential struggle,
Vodafone Idea on Monday

said while its recent tariff
tweaks are steps in the right
direction, such changes are
not enough to solve the indus-
try's structural issues, and tar-
iff hikes and floor pricing
remain critical for the sector
revival.

Speaking during the Q1
earnings call, Vodafone Idea
CEO Ravinder Takkar said
although Kumar Mangalam
Birla recently stepped down as
chairman of Vodafone Idea, "he
as well as Aditya Birla Group
(ABG) and the Vodafone group
are committing to providing
support and guidance to the
company, in line with the stat-
ed positions of both the
groups". 

"We will thus continue to
get the benefit of their experi-
ence and support," Takkar said.

On fundraising, Takkar
maintained that VIL continues
to remain in active discus-
sions with potential investors.

Citing the recent "tariff
interventions" undertaken by
VIL, including entry-level cor-
porate postpaid plans and other
offerings, Takkar said: "While
these tariff interventions are
steps in the right direction

and will help in improving
ARPU, such changes are not
material enough to solve the
structural issues that the indus-
try is facing".

The company continues to
engage with the regulator on
floor pricing, which is "critical
and necessary" to improve the
overall health of the industry,
he observed.

"As mentioned by us, time
and again, tariff hike remains
a critical factor to revive the
sector, and pricing structure
has to change where operators
have the ability to charge cus-
tomers for incremental usage,"
he pointed out.

The VIL top honcho fur-
ther said that the company was
"disappointed" by the Supreme
Court's move to reject pleas
filed by telecom operators,
including Vodafone Idea, seek-
ing rectification of the alleged
errors in the calculation of
adjusted gross revenue (AGR)
related dues, payable by them.

"Needless to say we were
disappointed by the verdict. We
have recently filed a review
petition in the SC clearly indi-
cating that the intent is not for
us to challenge the judgement
of the court, but to seek cor-
rections in demand due in
manifest errors," Takkar 
said.
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Equity benchmarks Sensex
and Nifty raced to new

peaks on on Monday on
account of healthy buying in
heavyweights Reliance and
HDFC twins as well as IT and
pharma shares.

At the closing bell, the
BSE Sensex was quoted high-
er by 145.29 points or 0.26 per
cent at a new closing high of
55,582.58. It also hit a record
intra-day high of 55,680.75. 

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty advanced 33.95 points or
0.21 per cent to mark a fresh
closing high of 16,563.05.
During the day, it rose to new
intra-day peak of 16,589.40.

Tata Steel was the top gain-
er in the Sensex pack, rallying
nearly 4 per cent, followed by
Bajaj Finance, M&M, Bajaj
Finserv and Reliance
Industries.

On the other hand, Maruti,
Bajaj Auto, PowerGrid ad
UltraTech Cement were among
the major laggards.

Sectorally, BSE metal, ener-
gy, oil and gas, FMCG and
finance indices rose up to 1.79
per cent, while telecom, auto,
capital goods and power
indices fell up to 0.99 per cent.

Broader midcap and small-

cap indices underperformed
the benchmark, shedding up to
0.57 per cent.

"Markets traded lacklustre
and ended marginally higher,
in absence of any major trigger.
The tone was muted in the
beginning however healthy
buying in select heavyweights
like Reliance combined with
stocks from the metal and
financials space aided the index
to inch higher as the session
progressed,” Ajit Mishra, VP -
Research, Religare Broking,
said.

The broader market
indices continued their under-
performance and ended lower
in a range of 0.3-0.8 per cent,
he added.

"As the results season is
largely behind us, domestic
factors viz. Updates on further
unlocking and pace of vacci-
nation will remain in focus.
Meanwhile, performance of
the global indices may induce
further volatility. Since we're
seeing limited participation,
traders should focus on sectors
which are trading in sync with
the benchmark and wisely
choose the stocks,” Mishra said.

Elsewhere in Asia, bours-
es in Hong Kong, Tokyo and
Seoul ended with losses, while
Shanghai was positive.
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India's vehicle scrappage pol-
icy provides opportunities

for new business models with
traditional automotive ecosys-
tems coming together with
new players, such as small and
medium enterprises to set up
vehicle fitness testing centers,
according to industry experts.

With the Covid-19 pan-
demic making the industry
realise the vulnerability asso-
ciated with the current value
chain structure at both the
consumer and the supplier
end, the scrappage policy can
give a positive push to start a
new and nascent automotive
ecosystem, said consultancy
firm EY India.

Commenting on the poli-
cy which was launched by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
last week, Deloitte India said it
is also likely to attract addi-
tional investments and gener-
ate employment through reg-
istered vehicle scrapping facil-
ities (RVSFs), with around 50-
60 such centers likely to be set
up across the country.

"Automotive OEMs have
an opportunity to revolutionise
the recycling industry by eval-
uating interesting business
models which would help them
achieve both environmental

and economic goals," EY India
Partner and Automotive Sector
Leader Vinay Raghunath said
in a statement.

They can potentially lever-
age the supply chain associat-
ed with recycled materials to
reduce input material costs,
impact vehicle prices positive-
ly, improve shareholder value
and offer a choice to con-
sumers, he added.

According to EY India,
original equipment manufac-
turers (OEMs) are responding
to the new dimensions of
mobility -- connected,
autonomous, shared, and elec-
tric vehicles -- new forms of
ownership and an increased
environmental focus across
stakeholders.

"In addition, the COVID-
19 pandemic has made the
industry realise the vulnera-
bility associated with the cur-
rent value chain structure at
both the consumer and the
supplier end," it added.

A scrappage policy can
provide some obvious benefits
related to a reduction in pol-
lution, reduction in the fuel
import bill, improved recycle or
reuse of parts, generation of
replacement related demand,
and providing impetus to struc-
turing this part of the auto-
motive ecosystem.
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The wholesale price-based
inflation softened for the

second straight month to 11.16
per cent in July, on cheaper
food items, even though prices
of manufactured goods and
crude oil hardened.

However, WPI inflation
remained in double digit for the
fourth consecutive month in
July, mainly due to a low base
of last year. WPI inflation was
(-) 0.25 per cent, in July 
2020.

"The high rate of inflation
in July 2021 is primarily due to
low base effect and rise in
prices of crude petroleum and
natural gas; mineral oils; man-
ufactured products like basic
metals; food products; textiles;
chemicals and chemical prod-
ucts etc as compared the cor-
responding month of the pre-
vious year," the Commerce
and Industry Ministry said in
a statement.

Inflation in food articles
eased for the third straight
month, and was at 'zero' per
cent in July, down from 3.09
per cent in June, even as onion
prices spiked. Inflation in
onions was high at 72.01 per
cent.

Inflation in crude petrole-
um and natural gas was 40.28

per cent in July, against 36.34
per cent in June.

In manufactured products,
inflation stood at 11.20 per cent
in July, against 10.88 per cent
in the previous month.

WPI inflation scaled dou-
ble digit in April at 10.74 per
cent, rising to a record high of
13.11 per cent in May. In June
it eased to 12.07 per cent and
further moderated to 11.16
per cent in July.

ICRA Chief Economist
Aditi Nayar said the core-infla-
tion is likely to have peaked at
10.8 per cent in July 2021.

The rapid rise in the core-
WPI inflation from August
2020 onwards as well as the
impact of concerns related to
the Delta plus variant on
commodity prices are likely to
gradually soften the core print
going ahead, she said.

"The headline WPI infla-
tion is expected to remain in
double-digits until October
2021, and therefore its soften-
ing over the last two months is
unlikely to provide any mate-
rial comfort to the monetary
policy committee," Nayar
added.

The RBI, which mainly
takes into account retail infla-
tion, in its monetary policy last
week kept interest rates
unchanged at record lows.
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India's fuel demand recovery
continued in August as sales

of the nation's most used fuel,
diesel, inched towards pre-
Covid levels on easing of pan-
demic-related restrictions, pre-
liminary sales data showed on
Monday.

Petrol sales are already
above pre-Covid levels and
diesel is 8 per cent short.

State-owned fuel retailers
sold 0.98 million tonnes of
petrol in the first half of August,
up 9.4 per cent from the year-
earlier period. It was 3.7 per
cent higher than pre-Covid
petrol sales of 0.95 million
tonnes in August 1-15, 2019.

Sales of diesel - the most
used fuel in the country - rose
18.5 per cent to 2.11 million
tonnes during August 1-15,
2021 over the previous year, but
was down 7.9 per cent from
August 2019.

Last month, diesel con-
sumption was 11 per cent
lower than pre-Covid levels.
This is the third straight month
that showed a rise in con-
sumption since March.

Fuel demand had recov-
ered to near-normal levels in
March before the onset of the
second wave of COVID-19
infections led to the re-impo-
sition of lockdowns in different

states, stalling mobility and
muting economic activity.

Consumption in May
slumped to its lowest since
August last year amid lock-
downs and restrictions in sev-
eral states. Fuel demand
showed signs of resurgence in
June after restrictions began to
be eased and the economy
gathered pace.

On July 30, S M Vaidya,
Chairman of India's largest oil
firm IOC, had stated that petrol
consumption has risen over
pre-Covid levels as people pre-
fer personal transport over
public transport.

Diesel sales, he said, were
likely to return to pre-pandem-
ic levels by Diwali in November
if a third wave of Covid infec-
tions does not lead to the reim-
position of lockdown.

ATF consumption, which
had seen the most severe fall as
air travel was restricted begin-
ning March 2020, is likely to
return to normal by the end of
the current fiscal in March, he
had said.

Consumption of LPG, the
only fuel which showed growth
even during the first lockdown
because of free supplies by the
government to the poor, rose
6.5 per cent year on year to 1.06
million tonnes in August 1-15.
It was however 2.5 per cent
lower than August 2019.
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Supply of drinking water to
the public through mobile

tankers or dispensers by a
charitable organisation is tax-
able at 18 per cent under the
GST, AAR has ruled.

The Andhra Pradesh
bench of the Authority for
Advance Ruling (AAR) has
ruled --  in the case of
Vijayavahini  Charitable
Foundation -- that since the
organisation is supplying
purified water, hence it is 
not f it  for GST 
exemption.

Vijayavahini Charitable
Foundation had sought an
advance ruling on whether
the supply of groundwater
after undertaking purifica-
tion through Reverse Osmosis
to the general public either
through the dispensing unit
or mobile tanker at a conces-
sional rate is exempt from
Goods and Services Tax
(GST).

The AAR said the princi-
pal supply undertaken by the
organisation is a supply of
purified water, which is tax-
able at 18 per cent, while the
ser vice of  distr ibution
through mobile units is an
ancillary service and taxable
at 18 per cent.
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As the country is celebrating
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav –

an initiative to commemorate 75
years of Indian independence –
the countrys largest bank State
Bank of India (SBI) had also
geared up to provide an array of
offerings on its retail loans and
deposits to its customers.

After announcing process-
ing fee waiver on Home loans,
the Bank has now announced
a 100 per cent waiver on pro-
cessing fees for its Car loan cus-
tomers across all channels. The
customers can further enjoy the
facility of up to 90 per cent on-
road financing for their Car
loans.

SBI is offering a special
interest concession of 25 bps for
customers applying for a Car
loan via YONO. The users of
YONO SBI planning to bring
home a new car can avail of the
loan at an interest rate of as low
as 7.5 per cent per annum.

For its Gold loan customers,
the Bank is offering a reduction
of 75bps in the interest rates.
Customers can now avail of
Gold loans from across all chan-
nels of the bank at 7.5 per cent
per annum. The bank has fur-
ther waived off the processing
fee for all the customers apply-
ing for a gold loan via YONO.
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�How has the pandemic affect-
ed the mental health of adoles-
cents? 

Adolescence is a sensitive
period of life, it is an age of tran-
sition when the body and brain
go through critical develop-
ment stages. This process lasts
till they are in their 20s. In this
phase our socio-emotional brain
matures earlier than our ratio-
nal brain. So, during the adoles-
cence period, a child is emotion-
ally vulnerable. During these
times adolescents can be more
aggressive, more anxious, more
enthusiastic and more euphor-
ic.  

COVID-19 has added to
their anxieties, which cannot
find an outlet because of the
restrictions and confinement it
has imposed. They are uncertain
about their education and career.
It can increase their anxieties,
they can experience signs of
OCD, depression, eating disor-
ders and self-harm. 
�How can we minimise this
impact? What do you think can
be done at the family, commu-
nity, and Government levels? 

This is the age when one
should be actively involved in
various activities — academic,
games and extracurricular. We
need to channelise their energy
into constructive work. At
home, parents or caregivers can
help them in structuring their
routine, involving them in fam-
ily activities and discussions. 

If we can make them aware
and involve them in mental
health counselling, it will help
them understand various issues
related to the pandemic,
finances and mental health bet-
ter. Besides, we need to make
mental health counselling acces-
sible to adolescents through
various online mediums so that
they can share their issues and
seek help as and when required. 

It is also important to create
awareness about the National
Mental Health Programme that
was launched in 2014 so that
people affected by mental illness
and their families can get ben-
efits of the programme that
ensures socio-economic inclu-
sion of persons affected by men-
tal illness by providing accessi-

ble, affordable and quality health
and social care.
�The pandemic has increased
the technology usage, which
was of concern before COVID-
19 too. What is your advice to
parents and caregivers?

Yes, it is true that during the
pandemic, technology is the
only medium for their educa-
tion, entertainment, and social
interaction. So, we cannot con-
trol and block technological
usage completely.  We can help

them in structuring their rou-
tine, making room for other
activities, such as playing board
games with the family.  

To limit the use, parents can
set some rules. But then parents,
too, should adhere to the rules. 

At this age, there is a delay
in the release of the circadian
hormone melatonin which
delays their sleep. Exposure to
screen at bedtime can further
affect their sleep pattern. So, par-
ents need to communicate it to
them in a subtle way. 
�Parenting an adolescent has
become even more challenging
during the pandemic. How
should parents keep calm? 

Patience is the key. So par-
ents need to practise every-
thing they are going to preach to
their adolescents themselves.
While dealing with an adoles-
cent or young adult, you should
be friendly, include them in
decisions so that they feel
involved. Convey your point to
them in a non-confrontational
manner without comparing
them with anyone or criticising
them or their friends. 

�������� The tomato is the
tomato plant’s edible, generally
red berry. Lycopene, found in
tomatoes, has also been shown
to inhibit the growth of cancer
cells, including prostate,
stomach, and colorectal cancer
cells. It is also utilised in facial
cleansers. You can peel the
tomatoes and use
the skin as a face
mask in addition
to eating them as
salad. It
refreshes and
purifies the skin. 

Tomatoes are
high in Vitamin A,

Vitamin B, and potassium, all
of which can help lower cho-
lesterol levels. It has the poten-
tial to prevent heart disease in
the long run.

Fresh tomato juice, which
is high in Vitamin C, is an
excellent way to increase

immunity. It also helps
your body stay ener-

gised and healthy
during the hot
s u m m e r
months by
control l ing

the release of
stress hor-

mones.
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While incessant rains during monsoon may play spoilsport
to an adult’s plans, going out and enjoying the showers,

gorging on street food and playing in puddles is how children
associate the rainy season with. However, with all of these comes
the risk of exposing youngsters to a host of germs and viruses
which can leave them recuperating on the bed for the rest of the
season.

Monsoon diseases are one of the major concerns plaguing
parents when it comes to their wards during the rainy seasons
and mosquito-borne diseases like dengue, malaria and other ill-
nesses like cholera can play havoc to a youngster's body. While
protection from mosquitoes becomes an important way to keep
away diseases, one also has to watch what their children eat dur-
ing the rainy seasons to keep them healthy.

Rainy season illness in babies also begins to ramp up since
their bodies are suddenly exposed to a huge fluctuation in the
atmosphere and a considerably larger amount of microorgan-
isms that the body has to fight against.

The monsoon season no matter how enticing, does pose as
a potent threat to your child’s health. Well the good news is that
you no longer have to feel guilty about preventing your child from
enjoying the rain and building his/her own childhood memo-
ries. All you need to do is take these simple preventive measures
to protect your child’s health this monsoon:

Freshly cooked food: Typhoid is quite rampant during mon-
soon. It mainly affects children and occurs due to consumption
of contaminated food or water. Thus to protect your child’s health

this monsoon, ensure that
they only eat freshly cooked
food. Also, avoid street food
along with meals in restau-
rants and hotels as there is no
guarantee on how hygienic
the food is.

Follow a healthy diet:
Boost your child’s immunity.
Ensure that their diet is bal-
anced and rich in vitamins,
minerals and antioxidants as
it provides a lot of protective
and nutritional value to the
body. Avoid raw foods like
salad and raw eggs as these
can get contaminated fast.
Also, thoroughly wash fruits
and vegetables in clean water
before using and avoid feed-

ing your child leftover food unless it is re-heated.
Encourage your child to drink plenty of water: A well

hydrated body is better equipped to fight off flu and cold.
Drinking enough water helps cleanse the system and flushes out
toxins like germs and bacteria from your child’s body. However,
note that consuming contaminated water is one of the main rea-
sons why children contract typhoid during monsoon. So ward
off water-borne diseases by only drinking water that is clean,
boiled or filtered.

Use appropriate clothes and footwear: Apart from raincoats
and umbrellas, dress you child in loose clothes made of light cot-
ton. This allows the skin to breathe. Since, children love jump-
ing in every mud puddle they find. Gumboots are a must to pro-
tect their tiny feet from infections caused by rain water.

Make your home mosquito-proof: Monsoon brings along
with it water-logging. This is the perfect breeding ground for mos-
quitoes that cause dengue and malaria to grow and multiple. So
to protect your child's health this monsoon ensure that there is
no water stagnation in and around your home by regularly drain-
ing vases and coolers. Use a mosquito net or keep all doors and
windows of your home closed in the evenings. You can also apply
repellents that agree with your child's skin to prevent him/her
from mosquito bites.

Vaccination: Ask for your doctor’s advice on getting your
kid vaccinated against common illnesses line typhoid, hepatitis
A, influenza.
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High fat diet, poor lifestyle and exposure
to pollution and radiation are the lead-

ing factors of oxidative stress in our body.
Oxidative stress primarily occurs when there
is an imbalance between the activities of
antioxidants and free radicals in our body. It
can lead to cell and tissue damage and plays
a role in the ageing process. 

When our body goes through oxidative
stress, the number of free radicals increases
than antioxidants and free radicals start dam-
aging the fatty tissue, DNA makeup and pro-
teins in the body. This leads to many chron-
ic lifestyle disorders including diabetes, ath-
erosclerosis, or the hardening of the blood
vessels, inflammatory conditions, high blood
pressure, heart disease and neurodegenera-
tive diseases, such as Parkinson’s and
Alzheimer’s. 

Uncontrolled oxidative stress can accel-
erate the aging process, affect immune sys-
tem and may contribute to the development
of a number of conditions. However, squa-
lene, a natural component present in human
body by birth, and it is the strongest natur-
al antioxidant is going to be the path to a
healthy body in a natural way.  Squalene read-
ily releases hydrogen to free radicals and
abstract hydrogen from water in cells, there-
by releasing oxygen to cells. It supplements
human body with several health-benefiting
properties such as anti-oxidation, generation
of immunity, balance of cholesterol levels and
also acts as an anti-cancer agent and prevent
heart diseases. 

But the level of squalene in the body
reduces as we age. This reduction in leads to
low oxygen levels in the body which results
in poor sleep, early ageing and lifestyle dis-
eases. Thus, it is advisable to daily consume
squalene based supplements as it leads to
counter the viruses, pathogens and free rad-
icals that attack the healthy cells in our body
on a daily basis. 

Here are some of the ways one can
increase the level of antioxidants in the body: 
�Take diet rich of antioxidants: Including
at least five servings of fruits and vegetables
in your diet is the best way through which
our body produces antioxidants. Berries,
cherries, citrus fruits, prunes, dark leafy
greens, broccoli, carrots, tomatoes and olives
are the best ones. 
�Exercise regularly: There are many scien-
tific studies that have stated that performing
regular and mild exercise lead to the reduc-
tion of oxidative stress. Exercise gives rise to
natural antioxidants in the body and decreas-
es the damage caused by the oxidative stress.
Even a regular meditation practice can
reduce oxidative stress. 
�Say no to smoking: There are chances that
smoking may enhance oxidative stress not
only through the production of reactive free
radicals but also through weakening of the
antioxidant defense systems. One should also
stay away from second-hand smoking. 
�Take adequate sleep: Having a sound sleep
is essential for striking a balance among all
of your body systems. If we are sleep
deprived then it will impact our brain func-
tion, hormone production, antioxidant and
free radical balance, and a host of other things. 
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At SRM Medical College
Hospital and Research

Centre (SRM MCH&RC),
Kattankulathur, a 76-year-
old male came with a huge
intra-abdominal tumour.
On examination, doctors
found a mass over the
right side of his abdomen,
associated with pain and
distension. 

A huge mass of about
20 cm by 15 cm was noted
occupying almost the entire
right hemi-abdomen. A CT
scan showed a retroperi-
toneal tumour which was
pushing the intestines to the
left and compressing on
other abdominal organs
including the kidney and
the ureter.  “Managing large
intra-abdominal masses
through surgery can be
challenging as these people
have associated cardiac and
respiratory issues as well,
and need intensive and opti-
mised care,” said Dr R
Balamurugan, Deputy
Medical Superintendent,
SRM MCH&RC.

The patient developed
intestinal obstruction due to
the compressive effect, he

was taken up for emer-
gency surgery, and a
retroperitoneal tumour
weighing almost 5kg was
resected meticulously. The
tumour contained about
1.5 litre of fluid as well.

Postoperatively the
patient was closely moni-
tored and he recovered well.
Pathological examination
confirmed the diagnosis of
a retroperitoneal sarcoma.
They are rare tumours,
comprising about one per
cent to two per cent of all
malignancies, and can grow
up to significantly large
sizes before diagnosis.

Pro Vice Chancellor of
Medical and Health
Sciences, Lt Col Dr A
Ravikumar congratulated
the team for their success-
ful effort.
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It is nothing short of a surprise
that a tiny creature like mosqui-
to is among the most dangerous

on the earth. What makes them so?
Their small size and the ability to
spread vector-borne diseases in a
jiffy. This is not the only interesting
thing about the insect. There is, of
course, more.

The vectors during a blood
meal from an infected host ingest
disease-producing microorganisms
and transmit into a new host caus-
ing symptoms.  Interestingly, more
than 17 per cent of all infectious dis-
eases are  caused  due to vector-borne
diseases which lead to more than
approximately 7,00,000  deaths
annually. There is some more. 

“Only female mosquitoes bite
and they can lay up to 100 eggs every
third night after mating only once.
The lifespan is about 50 days for
female mosquitoes and about 10 days
for male,” Dr Vineeta Singh Tandon,
Consultant, Internal Medicine, PSRI
Hospital, New Delhi, tells you.

For those who want to identify
Dengue and Malaria causing mos-
quitoes, Anopheles mosquito, which
is the main culprit for causing
Malaria, is active during the night
while the Aedes Aegypti mosquito,
which is responsible for Dengue, is
active during the day. “It is dark
coloured and has typical white
markings on the legs. It can be eas-
ily identified,” Dr Col Vijay Dutta,
Senior Consultant, Internal
Medicine, Indian Spinal Injuries
Centre, tells you.

According to World Health
Organisation estimates, Malaria
caused due to the Anopheles mos-
quito leads to almost 4,00,000  deaths
per year globally. Similarly, Dengue
is responsible for around 40,000
deaths per year.

“The only way to prevent this is
to keep the surroundings clean,
there should be stagnant water near
to your place or at home, making
sure the water in the cooler and
plants is not stagnant. Mosquitoes
generally lay eggs in the stagnant
water. Using sanitiser may also help,”
says Dr Parinita Kaur, Consultant,
Internal Medicine, Aakash
Healthcare Super Specialty Hospitals.

Singh adds and tells you that
personal protection from mosquito
bites can be done by using repellents,
in places where a higher number of
mosquitoes are expected. Keeping
the doors and windows of houses
and cars closed is also important. 

“Children and people at risk
should be encouraged to wear cloth-
ing that covers their hands, arms, and
legs to avoid mosquito bites,” says
Singh.

The earliest sign of dengue, he
says, is high fever, followed by
joint aches, severe headache and
retro orbital pain (pain behind the
eyes). “It is called as the break bone
fever, because the bones ache a lot.
This is all in the the initial signs of
dengue, now it has four stages. One,
only Dengue fever. Two, dengue
with Thrombocytopenia means
Dengue with decrease in platelet
count. Three, dengue hemorrhag-
ic fever — in this there is hemor-
rhage because of the decreased
platelets. The hemorrhages can be
on skin or may be in the eye. The
most dangerous and life threaten-
ing of all is the dengue hemorrhag-
ic shock syndrome where the blood
pressure and all the organs:  the
heart, kidneys, liver and lungs are
involved. This is called as the multi
organ dysfunction,” Dr Sanjay
Gupta, Senior Consultant, Internal
Medicine, Paras Hospitals,

Gurugram, tells you.
But, amidst all this hustle and

bustle of the pandemic, what
became a victim of oblivion is
Dengue and Malaria. Surprisingly,
there are very less cases and deaths
reported. Now, whether the low
cases this year was a result of
COVID induced antibodies or not,
is still a matter of question. “There
can be several reasons responsible
for the decline in dengue cases like
staying at home and reduced out-
door exposure due to lockdown
restrictions, environmental saniti-
sation and fumigation drives. Public
awareness also plays a major role.
Whether COVID antibodies have
played a role or not requires further
research and analysis on various
parameters and is still questionable,”
opines Singh.

Kaur agrees with Singh and says
that the possible reason behind the
low cases is that people have become
more self-aware about hygiene and
also the Government is effectively
taking measures to keep the sur-
rounding clean. “It’s the awareness
about one’s health and making it a
priority that has helped the nation
to keep other diseases at bay, which
is a positive thing. And like every
time dengue changes species and
maybe it did this time too, hence
there are less cases,” she says.

Gupta, too, believes that
COVID antibodies are totally dif-
ferent from the ones which are pro-
duced by Dengue disease. Hence,
the two are not related. “The cases
of Dengue has drastically reduced
without any doubt given that there
were cases of water logging in
Delhi recently, but it can be attrib-
uted to the greater awareness about
the disease, and not COVID immu-
nity,” he says.
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It is said that sometimes things are
out of your hands. For example,
if a relationship is meant to be,

it will stay strong. If not, there’s noth-
ing mere humans can do. Similarly,
people say that if you are meant to
succeed in life, you will, but if luck
is not with you, there’s nothing any-
one can do. But, what if there’s some-
thing you can do? What if there’s a
miraculous guiding hand that can
push you in the right direction, and
that coupled with your hard work
and sincerity can lead you on the
path of blossoming success? 

For centuries, gemstones or
healing crystals have been known to
guide generations. Many people
believe these tiny, exotic and rare
gems to be just mythical folklore, but
research and developing science are
continuously bringing evidence
favouring these gemstones.
Furthermore, many contemporary
celebrities have started wearing
gemstones, and if their career graph
is any indication, their benefits go
above and beyond anyone could
have imagined. 

If you are experiencing trouble
maintaining a healthy work-life bal-
ance, or if work is hampering your
personal life, read on. We have
curated a list of five healing stones
that can assist the person who
adorns them in achieving a prosper-
ous working life as well as a nurtur-
ing personal life:

Sunstone or heliolite or aventurine
feldspar

With the raging competitiveness
and dwindling job opportunities, it
has become far more critical to have
an edge against your contempo-

raries, and sun-
stone can
help you get
p r e c i s e l y
that. As the
name sug-
gests, sunstone
contains the sun's
warmth and radiating
abilities, which automatically leads
to good fortune and positive natur-
al energy. Thus, it is said that this
gemstone can heighten leadership
qualities, increase exuberance and
quash trepidation and agitated stress.
The stone also brings good luck for
the wearer and is, thus, known for
being auspicious for those joining
competitions or waiting for promo-
tions and appraisals.  

Black onyx or the fingernail stone
One of the core skills to succeed

in personal or professional life is to
calmly handle even the most
demanding situations. However, in
these uncertain times, people are
ready to lose patience and can hard-
ly talk through it, making it more
complicated to have a fruitful con-
versation. This is where black onyx
can vastly assist the modern-age

generations. With its soothing vibes,
this stone can help the wearer deal
with emotional turmoil, stress, anx-
iety, bottled-up anger,
and grief. In addi-
tion, if someone
is going through
a rough phase
in either their
professional or
personal life,
black onyx is
said to help them
move on and lead
a happy and joyous
life. It also encourages
the wearer to make informed and
well-thought decisions. 

Carnelian or the singer’s stone
It is said that self-confidence is

far more important than tons of
money or physical beauty. The car-
nelian stone is said to uplift self-
assurance and composure. It is
renowned for assisting people in
communicating effectively, even on
stage in front of millions of people.
It also boosts fertility and nurtures
personal relationships. Carnelian is
also called a protective stone or
guard stone against unnatural cata-

strophes like an accident, theft, rob-
bery or even hijacking. So, if you
ever feel that someone is blocking
your path towards success, opting for
a carnelian might be the right
choice. 

It is said that health is wealth,
and no man or woman can do well
on either the professional or person-
al front if they are not well.
Carnelian is also popular for its
many healing benefits. It can trigger
the improvement of lower back
problems, rheumatism, arthritis,
neuralgia and depression and fill the
wearer with positivity.

Citrine or sunela
Since ancient times, gemstones

have been used for physical, psycho-
logical and spiritual healing. Due to
its lemon-like colour, Citrine stone
is often associated with the bright-
ening and warming vibrations of the

sun. It is said to encourage posi-
tivity inside the wearer while also

surrounding them with an opti-
mistic aura. Thus, it is a bene-
ficial crystal to keep close while

battling mental health issues
such as depression, anxiety and

stress. This golden gemstone is a
powerful cleanser that can eliminate
all negativity while alleviating clar-
ity and boosting self-confidence.
Such traits are sure to help you lead
a successful personal and profession-
al life. 

Tiger’s eye or crocidolite cat’s-eye
or African cat’s-eye

Hard work
is not always fulfilling. Sometimes
all we need is a little push towards
the right direction and a tiny bit of
luck to succeed in life. Tiger’s eye
stone is known to bridge this gap
between wearer and success. The
powerful yellow-golden stone dissi-
pates fear or anxiety while also get-
ting rid of uncertainty and a chaot-
ic mindset. It helps the wearer to
make decisions without burden-
some emotions or clouded judge-
ment. Tiger’s eye is also believed to
heal psychosomatic illnesses while
surrounding the wearer with empa-
thy and good vibes. 

There are various healing crys-
tals out there that can help people
reach new heights in their career or
personal life. However, it is crucial
to find a suitable stone to avail best
results. Purchasing and wearing a
gemstone without consulting an
expert and assessing your birth
chart can make the situation worse,
not better. Therefore, it is imperative
to consult a professional or a Vedic
science expert before delving into
this vast world of miracles and the
spiritual world. 

Apart from that, it is essential to
remember that the new-age technol-
ogy has made it far more convenient
for people to counterfeit gemstones.
Only genuine gemstones possess
powers and healing attributes. Fake
ones are just stones and won’t do you
any good. So, always make sure to
get the stones verified through apt
sources. 

Once you are done with the for-
malities and have the best suitable
gemstone in your hand, take a deep
breath and let your trust and fate do
the rest.

(The author is the founder of
GemPundit, a provider of loose

gemstones, and coloured gemstone
jewellery on the internet.)

The growing environmental
hazards are affecting many

aspects of human life, therefore,
optimum utilization and recy-
cling of resources have become
necessary to reduce wastage. To
mitigate the burden on the
environment, people are going
green. Talking about going envi-
ronment-friendly about men-
struation, many people, over the
years, have demonised the use
of cloth-based pads, consider-
ing them injurious to men-
strual health. It is a common
misconception among many
menstruators that these pads are
carriers of infection. But, with
increasing awareness in society,
the myth that these pads are
unhygienic and detrimental to
health is busting. The reality is
entirely different. If used prop-
erly, cloth-based pads are as
hygienic and safe as disposable
sanitary pads. So, hop on for a
better understanding of the
myths.

Reality versus the myth about
reusable cloth pads

Over the years, women were
misguided regarding the use of
eco-friendly reusable pads and
encouraged to use other men-
strual hygiene products such as
disposable pads, menstrual
cups, and tampons. Menstrual
cups and tampons are indeed
safe to use, but not many
women prefer using them due
to the lack of habituation. The
norm is that cloth pads are
unhygienic and tend to carry
diseases and infections embed-
ded in the society due to the
communication blemish.
Advertisements, too, promote
the use of disposable pads that
have resulted in a large section
of the women population not
being aware of reusable pads.
However, now, the reality is
becoming apparent.

Cloth pads are made from
many types of fabrics such as
bamboo, cotton flannel, or
hemp that are natural fibers.
Hemp is a type of material that
is highly absorbent and not as
bulky as cotton. These pads
have an outer layer of water-
proof material too, which makes

them more effective in absorb-
ing and preventing leakage of
any type of vaginal discharge.
Since these pads are made from
eco-friendly and good quality
material without the use of
chemicals, there arises a need to
talk about the durability of the
same. The life span of reusable
cloth pads varies, depending
upon their use and how they are
cared for. Generally, a cloth pad
happens to be useful anywhere
between two-five years, if used
properly. ‘If used properly’
means that if washed and air-
dried properly. Proper washing,
drying, and caring is important
because not doing so and keep-
ing a wet cloth in contact with
the vaginal area can make it
prone to infections.

With the lapse of time,
there is rising awareness and
fading fear among women
about cloth pads. Due to their
apparent benefits, cloth pads are
gaining momentum again since
they have been used in the past
as well. More and more women
are switching to cloth pads, as
they are environment as well as
skin-friendly, and completely
hygienic. One might feel a lit-
tle apprehensive while using
cloth-based pads, but it is com-
pletely safe and convenient to
use them.

(The author is the
co-founder and CEO of Avni, a
holistic menstrual care agency.)

Terrain.art, a blockchain-powered
online platform that focuses on

art from South Asia, explores the rela-
tionship between Artificial
Intelligence and creativity with India’s
first AI NFT art exhibition, titled
Intertwined Intelligences. The exhibi-
tion features six global artists pioneer-
ing AI — Pindar Van Arman, David
Young, Scott Eaton, Harshit Agrawal,
Sofia Crespo and Feileacan
McCormick from Entangled Others
Studio.

Curated by Harshit, Intertwined
Intelligences marks the first
step in Terrain.art’s
commitment to
building an ecosys-
tem for artists practis-
ing newer forms of art
including generative art,
neural art, machine-
learning, AI-assisted art
and aims to serve as a
stimulant for engagement
with critical questions about
the kind of future the world
of art ought to create via such tech-
nologies. The artworks, which can be
viewed until August 20, symbolise the
essence of a natively digital future,
one in which our natural selves are
intricately intertwined with a human-
machine imagined and constructed
realm of the digital.

Aparajita Jain, the founder at
Terrain.art and co-director at Nature
Morte, showcased India’s first Al
show at Nature Morte back in August
2018. Titled Gradient Descent, all the
artworks featured at the show were
made by Al in collaboration with

artists. Three years on,
Intertwined Intelligences on
Terrain.art has introduced
another layer by presenting
works that have physical and
digital counterparts that are
secured on the blockchain
using NFTs. 

Jain exclaims, “AI
has evolved exponential-

ly since the show in 2018. We
are proud to follow the journeys of
Artificial Intelligence, along with
these supremely gifted artists. I am
in awe of the sophistication in the
works and I love the potential of how
interactive they can be! We are pre-
senting 3-D creatures that resemble
life forms but are generated through
algorithms, and the Augmented
Reality feature allows viewers to
truly engage with these digitally
native creatures.We are even exhibit-
ing portraits that have been painted
by trained robots. It goes to show the
limitlessness of artistic creativity.” 

The art produced at Intertwined
Intelligences is digital in nature, and

is available as NFTs and physical
works.

“Human existence and digital
technologies are no longer separa-
ble. Our lives are deeply inter-
twined within a web of technology,
which itself is rapidly cultivating an
intelligence of its own, seeded by
human intelligence and mined data.
As we transition to a world of dig-
itally native beings, all aspects of our
lived experience are transforming,”
notes Harshit. He goes on to add,
“Each artist uses AI to imagine alter-
nate realities of common natural
subjects and themes that might be
considered passé in mainstream art
today, but are re-imagined and re-
interpreted here through the lens
of AI. It is as if they are building a
new, digital reality through these
essential genres, asking the view-
er to balance their deep-rooted
understanding of the natural world
and the uncanny departures intro-
duced by AI.” 

Intertwined Intelligences is on
view until August 20, on Terrain.art.

The award ceremony of the Indian
Film Festival of Melbourne

(IFFM) 2021  will take place virtu-
ally on August 20. Now in its 12th
edition, the IFFM 2021 has gone vir-
tual as well as physical due to the
global pandemic.

This year the festival launched
three categories under the belt of
web shows. The festival will recog-
nise Best Series, Best Performance
in a series each under the Actor and
Actress category.

This year’s Best Documentary
nominees feature some of the most
compelling nominated stories
including Shut Up Sona, which
encapsulates the life-journey of
singer Sona Mohapatra’s and
W.O.M.B, the story of a young
woman named Srishti Bakshi who
embarks on an enterprise, walking
almost 4,000 kilometres over 240
days, from Kanyakumari to Kashmir,
along the way meeting and learning
first-hand about the experiences of
women in all nooks of India, among
others.

Each winner of Best Film, Best
Indie Film and Best Documentary
will go home with a state-of-the-art
camera from Black Magic Design
apart from the award. Another key
highlight is that the Best Film win-
ner automatically gets a nomination

nod under the Best Asian Film cat-
egory at the annual prestigious
AACTA (Australian Academy of
Cinema and Television Arts Awards)

Malayalam film Kayattam, a
journey of a woman who treks up
the Himalayas and ruminates on the
philosophy of life with a
younger fellow traveller,
Lootcase, Ludo, Sherni,
where human and nature
come together to survive a
horrendous fate, Soorarai
Pottru, a Tamil film about
a poor young man’s pursuit
of launching his own air-
line service, and Tasher Ghawr, the
Bengali movie about a housewife
stuck in the conflict between her
external and internal worlds, will be
competing in the Best Film catego-
ry. While Lootcase is a cat and mouse
chase between the police and
Nandan who steals a loot case full
of treasure, Ludo is a dark comedy

amalgamation of four lives that
entwine at a fateful junction.

For the Best Indie Film, Fire In
The Mountains, an intense family
drama, God On The Balcony, based
on the real-life story of the poverty-
stricken Dana Manjhi, Laila Aur Satt

Geet, Nasir, a Tamil film
exploring a day in the life of
an ordinary sari salesman
from Coimbatore, Pinki
Elli?, the social realistic
Kannada movie that follows
the frantic pursuit of a
mother of her missing
infant daughter and the

nanny, Seththumaan, Sthalpuran,
The Great Indian Kitchen, revolving
around the life of a progressive
woman who tries to fit in the con-
ventions set by the society for
females but is unable to, have been
nominated. While Seththumaan is a
striking commentary on the strin-
gent caste system, Sthalpuran is a

story of an abandoned eight-year-old
boy Dighu, who embarks on an
odyssey of self and his strange
world. Laila aur Satt Geet in Gojri
language is set against the backdrop
of the revocation of special status in
Kashmir and the subsequent protests
and how Laila fights the oppressive
authorities.

Names such as Rajkummar Rao
and Pankaj Tripathi (for Ludo),
Suriya (for Soorarai Pottru), Neel
Deshmukh (for the Marathi film
Sthalpuran), Koumarane Valavane
(for the Tamil movie Nasir), Jitin
Puthanchery, Harish Khanna and
Benjamin Daimary (for the
Assamese movies God On The
Balcony and Jonaki Porua, respec-
tively) are contending for the Best
Actor’s award.

For Best Actress, the nominees
are Vidya Balan (Sherni), Rasika
Dugal (Lootcase), Swastika
Mukherjee (for Tasher Ghawr), Kani
Kusruti (Biriyaani), Vinamrata Rai
(for Fire In The Mountains), Rima
Kallingal and Nimisha Sajayan (for
the Malayalam films Santhoshathinte
Onnam Rahasyam and The Great
Indian Kitchen, respectively).

Ali Fazal and Divyendu (for
Mirzapur 2), Manoj Bajpayee (for
The Family Man Season 2), Saif Ali
Khan and Mohammed Zeeshan
Ayyub (for Tandav), Pankaj Tripathi
(for Mirzapur 2) have been nominat-
ed for Best Male Performance in a
series.

For the Best Performance
(Female) in a series, names such as
Neena Gupta (for Masaba Masaba),
Prajakta Koli (for Mismatched),
Rasika (for Mirzapur 2), Samantha
Akkineni (for The Family Man
Season 2), Shahana Goswami (for
Bombay Begums) and Shweta
Tripathi Sharma (for Mirzapur 2) are
vying for top honours.
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ADITI QUALIFIES FOR BRITISH OPEN
��	������
��
�&�!�
��(���
�&���
����.
# !(����&
���
���
�
<
	����H�
�������
=$��
!����
�!�&���
!
� $��-
���/ �&��
R9
��
��!-
���
�����&
$(!��
!�
���
29/��(�
Q !(������
!�
?!�� ��
<�(�
�( -,
���
08/%�!�/�(&
�!�
���
��
���
���

�&�!��
"%���
���
���
��
���
24
�$���
��
�����
���
���
*!'��
�����
��((
-�
$(!%�&
����
� � ��
23
��
00,

KUSAL PERERA TESTS COVID +VE
�����0������
�!�.!H�
���.��.��$��/
-!���!�
� �!(
?����!
�!�
�����&
$�����"�
���
��"�&/23�
���
����.��
-�!�&
�!�&
��
*��&!%,



NO FANS FOR TOKYO PARALYMPICS
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AFI INKS COOPERATION AGREEMENT
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SHAMS TO LEAD MUMBAI IN OMAN
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ANIRBAN LAHIRI RETAINS PGA CARD
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West Indies scrambled a
pulsating one-wicket vic-

tory over Pakistan on Sunday as
the visitors self-destructed in the
final session of the fourth day
when on course to take the first
Test of the two-match series at
Sabina Park.

Defending a modest target
of 168 after they were dis-
missed in the morning session
for 103, Shaheen Shah Afridi led
the attack with figures of four
for 50 in reducing the home side
to 114 for seven at tea with only
wicketkeeper-batsman Joshua
da Silva and the tailenders left.

However, in scenes reminis-
cent of a similar one-wicket loss
in the deciding Test of the 2000
series in Antigua, the Pakistanis
lost the discipline in their bowl-
ing and composure in the field.

Three catches were missed
to allow Kemar Roach and last

man Jayden Seales to take their
team to the target with a last-
wicket partnership of 17.

Roach, who was dropped
twice, hit the winning runs off
Hasan Ali to finish unbeaten on
30.

Ironically, it was Hasan
who missed a straightforward
catch at deep square-leg off
Shaheen which allowed Roach
to eventually complete the job
at the end alongside a jubilant
Seales.

Seales was named man of
the match for his match haul of
eight for 125 which included
five for 55 in the second innings.

For the fast bowler, who is
less than a month away from his
20th birthday, it was an historic
achievement when he mopped
up the Pakistan tail with the last
three wickets to become the
youngest-ever to take five wick-
ets in a Test innings for the West
Indies.
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Roger Federer on Sunday said
he will undergo further knee

surgery and admitted he “will be
out for many months”, a decision
which casts further doubt on his
future in tennis at the age of 40.

“I will be on crutches for
many weeks and out of the game
for many months,” 20-time
Grand Slam title winner Federer
said in a video posted on his
Instagram account.

The decision immediately
rules him out of the US Open,
where he has been champion
five times and which starts in
two weeks’ time.

“I want to give myself a
glimmer of hope to return to the
tour in some shape or form,”
added Federer.

“I am realistic, don’t get me
wrong. I know how difficult it is
at my age to go through anoth-
er surgery. I will try it. I want to
be healthy, I want to be running

around.” Federer, who has played
just 13 matches in 2021, under-
went two knee surgeries in 2020
when he played only six times.

He had already pulled out of
the Tokyo Olympics to rest his
knee.

Federer withdrew from this
year’s French Open after reach-
ing the fourth round and was
knocked out in the quarter-finals
of Wimbledon.

“I’ve been doing a lot of
checks with the doctors on my

knee,” he added on Sunday.
“I hurt myself further dur-

ing the grass-court season and
it’s just not the way to go for-
ward.

“They told me to feel better
I’ll need surgery. I decided to do
it.”

Later Sunday, the US Open
confirmed Federer’s withdraw-
al from the final Grand Slam
event of the year with his spot
in the draw taken by Tallon
Griekspoor of the Netherlands.

Nadal remains a doubt for
the US Open where he is a four-
time champion.

The 35-year-old Spaniard
suffered a foot injury in his semi-
final loss to Djokovic at the
French Open in June.

The Spaniard skipped
Wimbledon and the Olympics
and played just one match in
Washington earlier this month
before withdrawing from the
Toronto and Cincinnati Masters
events.
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Daniil Medvedev neutralized
the attack of American

serving giant Reilly Opelka on
Sunday, dominating 6-4, 6-3 to
win the ATP Toronto Masters.

The world number two
Russian needed just 87 minutes,
limiting his 2.11m opponent to
just eight aces and breaking him
three times while saving all four
break points he faced.

Medvedev, aided by 34
unforced errors from Opelka,
became the first Russian to win
a Canadian trophy since Marat
Safin 21 years ago.

The winner was playing a
fifth career final at the Masters
1000 level.

“When I was starting I
could barely have dreamed of a
Masters final,” he said. “Now I’ve
played five of them and won
four.”

“I’m just happy,” he added.
“I want to achieve more, I want

to play better.”
Medvedev, who will be the

top seed at next week’s
Cincinnati Masters, the final
major tuneup for the US Open
that starts August 30, had praise
for Opelka, the US number one
who is ranked 32nd in the
world.

“It was a great week for him,

he fought to the end,” Medvedev
said. 

While Opelka said he was
outplayed from the start by the
top seed.

“Daniil played great, as
expected. He was flawless. I had
one chance to break early and I
don’t think that would have
changed much.”
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Italian underdog Camila
Giorgi upset fourth seed

Karolina Pliskova 6-3, 7-5 on
Sunday to win the biggest
title of her career with victo-
ry at the WTA hardcourt
event in Montreal.

The world number 71
completed a 2021 hat-trick of
victories over the sixth-
ranked, Czech who has now
lost three finals this season.

Wimbledon finalist and
Rome runner-up Pliskova
had no answer for the
inspired shotmaking of
Giorgi, who also defeated
Pliskova in the first round at
Eastbourne and in the third
round at the Tokyo
Olympics.
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Bordeaux came from two
goals down to claim a 2-2

draw at Marseille on Sunday.
The hosts led at half-time

thanks to goals from in-form
Dimitri Payet and Cengiz
Under before 18-year-old
defender Timothee Pembele
and Remi Oudin scored for the
visitors.

Home coach Jorge
Sampaoli kept faith in the 11
which started last weekend’s 3-
2 win at Montpellier.

The visitors’ Yacine
Adli was named on
Vladimir Petkovic’s
bench due to the 21-
year-old attacking mid-
fielder’s expected move to
AC Milan.

There was a wor-
rying sight after
six minutes as
B o r d e a u x ’s
Samuel Kalu
c o l l a p s e d
outside the
h o m e
penalty box
without any
contact with
an opposi-
tion player.

Less than 90

seconds later Nigeria winger
Kalu was back on his feet after
treatment, he played on for five
minutes before being substitut-
ed by Remi Oudin.

Under claimed his second
goal in as many games after the
half hour mark after Brazilian
midfielder Gerson’s cut-back.

Payet added his third of the
campaign four minutes before
the interval with a sublime
effort which started near the
half-way line and finished with
his low shot into bottom cor-
ner. Petkovic’s men were

on level terms
by the hour
m a r k
a f t e r

Timothee
Pembele, who
joined on-loan

from Paris Saint-
German last
week, and first-
half replace-
ment Oudin
scored to claim
the point before
Leo Balerdi was
sent off after 89

minutes for the
hosts.
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Barcelona started life without
Lionel Messi by defeating

Real Sociedad 4-2 in their La
Liga opener at the Camp Nou
on Sunday even if fans admit-
ted it felt like “a leap into the
unknown”.

Captain Gerard Pique gave
them a 19th minute lead with
his 50th goal for the club.

Martin Braithwaite found
the net in first half injury time
and in the 59th minute. Sergi
Roberto added a fourth in the
last minute of the game.

Just over 20,000 fans were
in attendance as crowds
returned for the first time since
the pandemic.

However, they had to hold
their breath at one stage when
Sociedad came back from 3-0
down to get to 3-2 thanks to
goals from 20-year-old Julen
Lobete in the 82nd minute and
a 30-metre free-kick from skip-
per Mikel Oyarzabal three
minutes later.

Inside the Camp Nou, fans
made the most of their return
after 18 months, chanting
“Messi! Messi!”.

Banners expressed their
“eternal gratitude”.

“The supporters are with
us, they want to see football,”
said Pique.

“We knew they were going
to react that way. We all know
what Leo represents, but every-
thing changes and we have to
keep going.

“We will be very competi-
tive and we will fight for titles
to the end. We will not have his
talent, but we have proven that
we can all play together.”

‘PREFER TO HAVE MESSI’
Barcelona coach Ronald

Koeman admitted after the
game that he would “prefer to
still have Lionel Messi” in his
team.

“Hey, if I had to choose, I
would still prefer to have Leo
Messi in my team,” said
Koeman.

“We no longer have a play-

er who can decide the fate of
matches on his own — now it
will be a collective effort.”

Messi, 34, has moved to
Paris Saint-Germain, one of the
few clubs who can afford to pay
him.

COURTOIS EXTENDS STAY
Belgian international goal-

keeper Thibaut Courtois, who
had been under contract until
2024, has extended his stay at
Real Madrid until June 30,
2026, the Madrid club
announced on Monday.
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Barcelona: Barcelona presi-
dent Joan Laporta on Monday
gave details of the ‘dramatic’
financial problems that per-
suaded him to release Lionel
Messi.

“The economic and finan-
cial situation of the club is wor-
rying, and the financial situa-
tion is dramatic,” Laporta told
a two-hour press conference at
the Camp Nou.

Barcelona, he said, have
debts of 1.35 billion euros and
a wage bill, at 617 million
euros, that is “25 to 30 per cent
higher than that of our com-

petitors.”
“We are all tightening our

belts, in a couple of years the
club’s finances will be healthy.”

As for Messi’s departure,
Laporta said that the two sides
held “negotiations that both
parties hoped would be fruitful
but didn’t work out. There is a
mutual disappointment.”

“I would have preferred to
see him at Barca, although we
have made the right decision,”
Laporta said. “I wish him all the
best, I like to see him happy, he
deserves it. From now on we
will be an opponent.” AFP
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India’s world class pace attack
pulled off an incredible heist
with the bat and then a mag-

nificent performance with the ball
to decimate England by 151 runs
in the second Test here on
Monday.

The fifth day at the hallowed
Lord’s was as good an exhibition
of Test cricket with India bowling
out England for 120 as they tried
to bat it out without going for a
chase of 272 in 60 overs.

It was a match where odds
were in favour of England but the
cricketing Gods wanted Virat
Kohli’s men to script another
golden chapter in the history of
Indian cricket.

Mohammed Shami (56 not
out & 1/13 in 10 overs) and Jasprit
Bumrah (34 not out & 3/33 in 15
overs) played innings of their lives
and then rocked the England top-
order, before Ishant Sharma (2/13

in 10 overs) and Mohammed Siraj
(4/32) played their part to perfec-
tion to give the visitors a 1-0 lead
in the five-match series.

This is India’s third Test
match win at Lord’s having won
earlier in 1986 and 2014 series
and they now have six points in
the World Test Championship.

First Shami and Bumrah
achieved the unthinkable of bat-
ting England out of the contest by
conjuring a record stand of 89
which took team’s total to 298 for
8 and made the target of 272 in
two sessions look fairly impossi-
ble.

Then the duo was joined by
the ‘daddy of the pace pack’
Ishant as they had a serious shot
at a memorable win after Joe
Root’s (33) dismissal of a ‘jaffa’
from Bumrah had England on the
mat at 67 for 5 just after tea.

Before that Shami had
bowled a leg-cutter for keeps to
get Dom Sibley (0) and Bumrah

had forced Rory Burns (0) to close
his bat for a catch at short mid-
off.

It could have been six down
soon had Virat Kohli held onto
the catch provided by Jos Buttler
at first slip but it evaded his
reverse cupped palms and Moeen
Ali’s edge didn’t matter as
Ravindra Jadeja over-stepped.

But then Siraj bowled couple
of superb successive outgoing
deliveries to get Moeen (13) and
Sam Curran (0) to make it 90 for

7 before picking up the final wick-
et of James Anderson.

Earlier, from a situation
where a defeat looked imminent
after Rishabh Pant’s (22) early dis-
missal, Shami and Bumrah dis-
played never before seen resolve
in a record stand with Ishant (16)
also making a nice little contribu-
tion.

The tail-enders between
themselves accumulated 106 runs,
something that India have been
missing before the start of the

series.
At the beginning of the fifth

day, Pant charged down the track
to smash James Anderson
through the covers but Ollie
Robinson bowled a beautifully
delivery that moved late to induce
an outside edge into the keeper’s
gloves.

However once Nos 9 and 10
were at the crease, Root decided
to spread the field anticipating a
lot of aerial shots from the duo
but to his horror and Indian
dressing room’s surprise, both
were ready to put their heads
down and play proper cricketing
shots.

With Mark Wood bowling
with deep point and deep mid-
wicket, the singles came easily and
both of them showed copybook
forward defence to Moeen, some-
one who has troubled the top-
order regularly.

They were peppered with a
few short balls and Bumrah also
got hit on the helmet by Wood
but he manfully carried on con-
centrating even more.

Their 50-run stand was
applauded generously by the
Lord’s crowd, mostly Indians but
it was their change room that gave
them a standing ovation.

Once they had added 30-odd
runs, Root understood that the
aerial shot strategy had backfired
and got back to the traditional
two-slip and gully field.

But by then, Bumrah’s
defence and Shami’s attack had
piled on England frustrations
which led to some on-field alter-
cation between the two Indians
and rival skipper Root and his
premier pacer Anderson.

Robinson also had a lot to say
to Indian batsmen and when it
was his turn to bat, the Indian
captain was at his ears giving him
a mouthful, calling him a ‘big
mouth’ and someone who is ‘only
fit to play in England’.

Finally Bumrah got him with
a straight delivery and Siraj came
back to wrap up a Test that
would be remembered in times to
come. 
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Cricket will not be a casualty in the wake
of drastic political change in

Afghanistan, assured country’s cricket board
CEO Hamid Shinwari, saying the Taliban
“love” and “support” the game.

Speaking to PTI from Kabul, Shinwari
also assured that the members of the
national team and their families are safe as
the Taliban took over the reins of the coun-
try.

Star players including Rashid Khan,
Mohammad Nabi and Mujeeb Zadran are
playing in the UK in ‘The Hundred’ tour-
nament.

“Taliban loves cricket. They have sup-
ported us since the beginning. They did not
interfere in our activities,” said Shinwari.

“I don’t see any interference and expect
support so that our cricket can move for-
ward. We have got an active chairman, I
remain CEO until further notice,” added the
top Afghanistan Cricket Board official.

Cricket’s rise in the country coincided
with Taliban’s rule between 1996 and 2001
with many Afghan refugees in neighbour-
ing Pakistan picking up the sport.

“It can be said that cricket flourished
during the Taliban era. It is also a fact that
many of our players practised in Peshawar
and they made the sport mainstream in
Afghanistan.

“The good thing is that we are heading
towards normalcy. The people have started
working. We will resume our office from
tomorrow and the national camp which was
underway ahead of the Pakistan series in Sri
Lanka will also resume after a two-day break
with the change in regime,” said Shinwari.

Talking about the players safety, he said:
“Other than four or five players who are
playing overseas the rest are all in Kabul.
Like I said, they are safe and doing fine.”

The BCCI is also keeping an eye on the
developments and is hoping to see partici-
pation of Afghan players in the India
Premier League.

“It is too early to comment but we are
keeping a watch. For us, nothing changes
and we expect Rashid and other Afghan
players would be part of IPL,” a  BCCI source
said.

Afghanistan are scheduled to play a
three-match ODI series against Pakistan in
Colombo from September 1.

Shinwari said all their scheduled bilat-
eral series remain on track and all three IPL
bound players — Rashid, Nabi and Mujeeb
— have got NOCs from the board to take
part in the cash-rich event ahead of the T20
World Cup.
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London: Harry Kane is in
Tottenham’s squad for their
Europa Conference League tie
this week as Nuno Espirito
Santo admits he cannot wait for
the transfer window to close and
end speculation over the strik-
er’s future who’s on Manchester
City’s radar.

“We have our squad, we
have our Spurs players,” Nuno
told the BBC on Monday.

“We have to commit them
but we have to know that 31st of
August is sometimes not in
your hands.

“All the managers in the
Premier League have the same
feeling that I have — trying to
finish the window and settle
down.”

Nuno said he expected Kane
to remain at the north London
club, though he added he has
enough experience to know
Tottenham should keep their
options open regarding a move
for a replacement. AFP
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