
����� ��������	

Days after ransacking two
Indian consulates, the

Taliban on Saturday detained
150 Indian citizens about to
return home. They were ques-
tioned near the Kabul airport
and later allowed to enter the
airport. However, 60 to 70
Afghan Sikhs and Hindus were
not allowed to travel to India,
reports from there said. 

A batch of 80 Indians are
about to reach New Delhi from
Kabul in an IAF C-130J trans-
port aircraft. A plane will go to
Kabul to evacuate the group of
150 Indians now waiting at the
airport there, sources said here
on Saturday.

On not allowing the
Afghan Sikhs and Hindus, it
was learnt the Taliban asked
this group to go back as they
were waiting outside the inter-
national airport there for many
hours. The Taliban fighters
reportedly told them since they
are Afghan citizens they have
to go back. 

This group, including two
minority members of
Afghanistan Parliament, was
supposed to be brought out by
an IAF aircraft headed home
with 80-odd Indian citizens.

The aircraft landed at
Dushanbe in Tajikistan after
evacuating the Indians, officials
said, adding the flight is expect-

ed to arrive at the Hindon air-
base near Delhi. The IAF
planes are circumventing
Pakistani airspace to go to
Kabul, they added.

Reacting to reports of 150
Indians detained by the
Taliban, Government sources
said all Indians in Kabul are
safe and that “authorities are in
touch with them”.

“They were offered lunch
and have now left for the Kabul
airport,” Government sources
said. A team of Indian officials
was already in Kabul to help
facilitate the safe return of
Indian citizens stranded out-
side the airport, they added.

India has already evacuat-
ed 200 people, including the
Indian envoy and other staffers
of its Embassy in Kabul, in two
C-17 heavy-lift transport air-
craft of the IAF after the
Taliban seized control of Kabul
on Sunday. The first evacuation

flight brought back over 40
Indians on Monday. The sec-
ond C-17 aircraft evacuated
around 150 people, including

Indian diplomats, officials,
security personnel and some
stranded Indians on Tuesday.

Continued on Page 4
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Delhi markets can open and
close as per their normal

time from Monday onwards,
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
announced on Saturday.

Kejriwal tweeted, “Until
now the markets in Delhi were
allowed to open till 8 pm due
to a coronavirus outbreak. Due
to the decreasing number of
cases, the limit is being
removed from Monday. Now
the markets will be able to open
as per their normal time.”

Earlier, the Delhi Disaster

Management Authority
(DDMA) had allowed markets
to remain open only till 8pm in
view of Covid-19 cases. While
cases and positivity rate are
now under control, the
Government released the order
with the new relaxations to be
effective from next week.

The Chamber of Trade
and Industry (CTI) were
demanding that the closing
time of malls and markets in
Delhi should be extended from
the present 8 pm to 10 pm.
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Gujarat-based Zydus Cadila’s
Covid vaccine ZyCoV-D,

the only needle-free vaccine in
the world for adults and chil-
dren aged 12 years and above,
will be made available in India
from mid-September. The
company is still working out on
its pricing per shot, which is
likely to be announced within
the next one or two weeks. 

At a virtual press confer-
ence on Saturday, Zydus group
Managing Director Dr Sharvil
Patel said the company can
scale up production of vaccines
to one crore a month from
October. “That would mean, by

the end of January we can have
4 to 5 crore doses,” he said.

“We can scale up produc-
tion of vaccines to 1 crore a
month from October at the
new production plant,” he said,
a day after the company got the
nod from the DCGI for emer-
gency use authorisation for
the jab.

This three-dose vaccine,
when injected, produces the
spike protein of the SARS-
CoV-2 virus and elicits an
immune response which plays
a vital role in protection from
the disease as well as viral clear-
ance, the company has claimed. 

Continued on Page 4
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Ajoint team of security
forces on Saturday elimi-

nated three Jaish-e-
Mohammad terrorists in the
thickly forested area of
Nagaberan in Tral town of
south Kashmir’s Pulwama dis-
trict. Among them was one of
the 10 most wanted terrorists,
JeM Commander, on the “hit
list” of the Jammu & Kashmir
Police.  

The slain JeM commander
has been identified as Wakeel
Ahmad Shah, son of Muzaffar
Ahmad Shah, resident of
Bagandar Tral. According to
police, Shah was involved in the
killing of Tral municipal chair-
man and BJP leader Rakesh
Pandita at Tral Payeen.
However, the identities of the
other two killed terrorists could
not be ascertained till the time

of filing this report.
Addressing a joint Press

conference along with GOC
Victor Force Major General
Rashim Bali, Inspector General
of Police (Kashmir) Vijay
Kumar told reporters that JeM
commander Wakeel Ahmad
Shah was a categorised terror-
ist and his name had figured in
the list of 10 most wanted ter-
rorists released in August.

Kumar said Shah had exe-
cuted a series of attacks on
police/security forces and
resorted to brutal killings of
civilians branding them as
police/SF informers. 

Continued on Page 4
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Keralites celebrated Onam
and Vamana Jayanthi on

Saturday amidst the Covid-19
pandemic tightening its tenta-
cles across the State. The usual
celebrations associated with
Onam festival were missing for
the first time in modern times
because of the unabated spike
in the number of Covid-19
cases reported across the State.

People preferred to cele-
brate Onam within the premis-
es of their houses. Though the
thoroughfares were jam packed
till late Friday, Saturday turned
out to be a subdued day and the
usual crowd was missing in all
cities and towns.

The main pilgrimage cen-
ters Sri Padmanabha Swamy
Temple at

Thiruvananthapuram, Sri
Vamana Murthy Temple at
Thrikkakkara, and Lord
Krishna Temple at Guruvayur
which would have brimmed to
capacity with devotees in nor-

mal times saw only minimal
crowd.

Ladies of the houses in
arranged special floral trib-
utes to Mahabali, the mytho-
logical character who they

believe visits the State every
Onam day in the Malayalam
month of Chingam to greet his
former prajas. They make spe-
cial flower arrangements with
flowers and plants with
mud/clay statue of
Thrikkakkara Appan (God
Vishnu). The morning silence
was broken by the ululation 
by ladies of the house which
marked the arrival of 
Maha Bali.

Over the years, the tradi-
tional celebrations are con-
fined to rural Kerala while
cities celebrate Onam as the
biggest shopping season.
“Maha Bali and Vamana Murty
are for traditionalists. What
matters is how much you shop,”
said Prof VT Rema, scholar in
Ramayana and Mahabharata.

Continued on Page 4
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The Taliban will be account-
able for its actions and will

investigate reports of reprisals
and atrocities carried out by
members, an official of the
Islamist militant group told
Reuters on Saturday.

The official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, added
that the group planned to ready
a new model for governing
Afghanistan within the next
few weeks. It has been just a
week since the Taliban com-
pleted alighting fast takeover of
the country, finally walking
into Kabul last Sunday without
firing a shot.

Since then, individual
Afghans and international aid
and advocacy groups have
reported harsh retaliation

against protests, and roundups
of those who formerly held
government positions, criti-
cised the Taliban or worked
with Americans. “We have
heard of some cases of atroci-
ties and crimes against civil-
ians,” the official said. “If Talibs
(members) are doing these law
and order problems, they will
be investigated.” He added,
“We can understand the panic,
stress and anxiety. People think
we will not be accountable, but
that will not be the case.”

Although the Taliban has
sought to present a more mod-
erate face since its takeover, the
group ruled with an iron fist
from1996 to 2001, before being
toppled by US-led forces for
sheltering al-Qaeda militants
behind the September 11
attacks. Former officials told
harrowing tales of hiding from
the Taliban in recent days as
armed gunmen went from
door to door. 

Continued on Page 4

Kabul: Days after vowing to
respect women’s rights in
Afghanistan, Taliban officials in
the restive Herat province have
banned co-education in
Government and private uni-
versities, describing it as the
‘root of all evils in society’.The
decision was taken after a
meeting between varsity pro-
fessors, owners of private insti-
tutions, and Taliban authorities,
Khaama Press News Agency
reported on Saturday.
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Guwahati: Fourteen people
were arrested from across
Assam for social media posts
allegedly supporting the
Taliban takeover of
Afghanistan, police said on
Saturday. The arrests were
made since Friday night and
they have been booked under
different sections of the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, IT Act.
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Former Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister and one of the

architects of the Ram
Janmabhoomi movement
Kalyan Singh breathed his last
on Saturday evening. His
dream to see the grand Ram
temple at Ayodhya could not be
fulfilled, for which he sacrificed
his political career.

Kalyan died at the age of 89
at SGPGI Lucknow, where he
was admitted to the Intensive
Care Unit on July 4.

A medical bulletin issued
by hospital said he died of sep-
sis and multi-organ failure.
Kalyan is survived by his son
Rajveer, who is a BJP MP from
Etah, and grandson Sandeep,
who is a Minister in the Yogi
Government

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath in his condolence
message said that it was an
irreparable loss to the county.
He described him as one who
spearheaded the Ram Temple
campaign and the champion of
empowerment of marginalised
class. “Today, we are speechless.
We lost one of the tallest lead-
ers of Indian politics,” he said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in his condolence mes-
sage said that Kalyan Singh
gave voice to (the) crores of
people belonging to the mar-
ginalised sections of society. He
made efforts towards the
empowerment of farmers,
youngsters, and women.

Kalyan Singh’s body will be
cremated on August 23. His
body will be taken to the party
office then will be placed in the
stadium in Aligarh so that
people could pay their floral

tribute on August 22.
The UP Government has

announced three-day condo-
lence in the State. All the
Government offices and edu-
cational institutions will remain

closed on Monday as a mark of
respect for Kalyan Singh. 

The importance of Kalyan
Singh, former Rajasthan and
Himachal Pradesh Governor,
could be gauged from the fact
that after he was admitted to
hospital every senior BJP leader
who visited the poll-bound
State never missed a chance to
go to hospital to inquire about
his health. These included
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and national BJP presi-
dent JP Nadda.

Kalyan Singh had a love
and hate relationship with the
BJP and he had walked out of
the saffron party twice. He even
joined hands with his one-time
bete noire Mulayam Singh
Yadav. But he parted ways and
came back to the BJP.

“Forget about some of my
political decisions. But one
thing is sure that my dead body
will go to the cremation
grounds wrapped in the BJP
flag,” he told this reporter in a
private conversation when he

had met the former Chief
Minister after he severed ties
with Mulayam Singh and had
not joined the BJP by then.

On Saturday night, his
body was actually put on dis-
play for the party workers to
pay their tribute, wrapped in
the party flag.

Kalyan Singh was elected
to UP Legislative Assembly
for the first time in 1967. In
June 1991, the BJP got the
majority in the Assembly elec-
tions and Kalyan Singh became
the Chief Minister of Uttar
Pradesh for the first time.

After the demolition of
Babri Mosque on December 6
in 1992, Kalyan Singh resigned
from the post of the Chief
Minister, but again became
the Chief Minister in 1997
and remained till 1999.

Due to differences with
the BJP, Kalyan Singh left the
party in 1999 and formed the
Rashtriya Kranti Party. He
returned in 2004 on the
instance of former PM Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and in the
2004 general election he was
elected to Parliament from
Bulandshahr.

But in 2009 he left the BJP
and contested the 2009 gener-
al elections as an independent
candidate from Etah’s con-
stancy. Later in 2009 he joined
the Samajwadi Party but re-
joined the BJP in 2013.

On September 4, 2014,
Kalyan Singh was sworn in as
the Governor of Rajasthan and
from January 28, 2015, to
August 12, 2015, he served as
a the Governor of Himachal
Pradesh also.

Before entering politics,
he was a full-time volunteer for
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh.
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Kabul: Mullah
Abdul Ghani
Baradar, the co-
founder of Taliban,
arrived in Kabul on
Saturday for talks
with fellow members
of the group and
other politicians on establishing
a new Afghan Government.”He
will be in Kabul to meet jeha-
di leaders and politicians for an

inclusive government
set-up,” a senior
Taliban official said
quoted AFP.

Baradar arrived in
Afghanistan earlier
this week from Qatar,
choosing to touch

down in the country’s second-
biggest city Kandahar — the
Taliban’s spiritual birthplace.

Continued on Page 4
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Any real-life story is really
inspiring. And the latest film
that released on Zee5, directed

by Sarthak Dasgupta that sees the
comeback of Amol Palekar on the 70
mm screen, 200 Hallo Ho, is a truly
great story — about how women from
the lower caste who had been
subjugated for over a decade decided
to take justice in their hands when the
system failed to do for them.

The film is truly gut-wrenching
because the story is not something
that happened decades back; the
incident took place merely 16 years
back in Nagpur. Headlines screamed
about the rapist being lynched and

parts cut off in broad daylight by 200
women who had had enough of the
goon’s brutality from a higher caste.

When The Pioneer had gone to
cover the story, the anger and
frustration of the women could be
seen on the walls — blood splashed
on the walls — told a story that one
hopes that women don’t have to
resort to ever again.

Those who have been following
Ek Mahanayak-Dr BR Ambedkar on
Zee5 will know the cruelty Dalits
faced at the hands of the upper caste.
This movie just reiterates that while
decades many have passed the
mindset is still deeply entrenched in
the caste system. We need many
such stories to be told. Dasgupta’s
attempt is in the right place.

The problem here is not how the
story unfolds and how much it has
deviated from real-life incidents. The
disclaimer clearly states that it is
inspired from a true incident and
everything else — names and places

are fictitious. The issue is that there
are too many monologues that
become tedious after some time.

While it is great to see Amol
Palekar make a comeback on the 70
mm screen after such a long time,
his tirade and long dialogues,
however well-placed and well-
intended, get to you; they are boring
and too preachy. It is unfortunate
that the film fails to really talk about
the real issue here – oppression of
the Dalit women. We all know how
the system fails the poor. This
movie is yet another case in point.

However, Palekar and Rinku
Rsjguru give a good performance
and win hearts. Barun Sobti, as a
lawyer, appears to be uncomfortable
in the shoes of the character and
remains understated, a bit difficult
to swallow given that he is a lawyer.

Overall, a movie not to be
missed on re-told story of Dalit
rebellion!
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�What is Ziddi Dil Maane Na about?
The show is youth-based. It is young,

fun-filled; it is a very believable show. It
is not like the other regular series on the
small screen. It is realistic and therefore
relatable. The series is shot like a show
directors do on OTT.
�Are you seeing a change on TV with
regards to content — it is becoming
more realistic?

I don’t think that the entire content
is getting realistic; it is there where it was.
But it can’t be denied that there are people
who are experimenting and exploring.
This is adding another flavour to the
shows on TV.
�What’s your role here?

My character is fiery; she is an
independent woman. She is up-
market; she knows what she wants.
She is also very upfront and honest.
My character is a strong woman.
�Is that what the attraction was for
doing the show?

There was something about the
role that instantly connected with me.
This is very necessary; it doesn’t
always happen. I relate with the
character; she is a lot like I am in
real life barring a few things. I
have never played a character
that is so straight forward and
intelligent. There is vulnerability
as well that one will see as the
show progresses. It is rare to
come across such a role.
�How did you come on board for
the project?

I was in Delhi when I got the
offer for the show; it was in the
middle of the pandemic. I was too
excited to turn it down as well. I had
to say yes to it. Then the series
auditions happened. I was a
bit apprehensive about
wanting to step out of the
house but I also wanted to
go out and work. It was
much later that I came to
know that they were keen
that I come on board.
�How did your T V
journey begin?

I have always wanted
to act since I was in school.
This was my only focus.
Once I got into it, I did

many shows but then I wanted to
diversify and started a restaurant business
with another TV actor. I enjoyed this so
much that I kept concentrating on it.
During the pandemic we have been
relatively free, so a lot of time was spent
in doing household chores and cooking.
But then I wanted to get back to acting.
It was just that I got up with this
business.
�How did you get into the restaurant
business?

All the three restaurants are in
Mumbai. I wanted a parallel career and
decided to open up three. My partners
and I love making the space look pretty
and serving good food. We wanted to
create a space where people feel happy
and give out good vibes. Also, this
business was easy since I could
concentrate on acting and restaurants.
One of the restaurants is called IBHK
(Brew House Kitchen); we serve multi-
cuisine. A lot of people with a creative
bent of mind come here. The other two
have French/Italian vibe.
�What is your favourite role thus far?

I think that the role in Ziddi Dil… is
my favourite. I just love it and am
grateful that it landed in my lap. I always
wanted to do a show that had sport. This
show has a very cool vibe.
�Is there a role that you regretted
doing?

I really don’t want to
talk about it .  It  has
happened in the past.
Once I took it up, I tried
to manoeuvre and get
out of it. It was a rare
moment for me. But other
times, you work around
the commitment that you
have made. Even if there
was a role that I felt was

not something that I
liked, I enjoy acting and
that  makes a  lot  of

difference. When you
enjoy yourself, it reflects in
your work. It is better you
align yourself with the role
you have taken up.
�Any other upcoming
projects?

I am concentrating on
this only. 
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Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia on

Saturday alleged that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
shared the names of 15 people
with the Delhi Police, the CBI
and the ED and asked them to
conduct raids and file fake
FIRs against those on the list.

Briefing media online, the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
leader claimed that many of the
names on the list are from the
AAP. “We have learned from

reliable sources  that Modi has
handed over a list of 15 people
to the CBI, the ED and the
Delhi Police asking them to
conduct raids and file fake
FIRs aiming to ruin them
before next elections.”

Sisodia further claimed
that Delhi Police
Commissioner Rakesh Asthana
has promised to get the job
done. “Asthana is Modi’s brah-
mastra. 

“Asthana has promised that
come what may, he will get the
job done,” Sisodia said.
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A27-year-old man who had
allegedly attempted sui-

cide, along with a woman, out-
side the Supreme Court in the
national Capital succumbed
to injuries on Saturday morn-
ing. The man had sustained 65
per cent burn injuries, while
the 24-year-old woman suf-
fered 85 per cent burns in the
self-immolation bid on
Monday.

Police said both were
admitted to Ram Manohar
Lohia hospital and the woman
is undergoing treatment.

“She is from Uttar Pradesh’s
Ghazipur and was allegedly
raped by Bahujan Samaj Party
Member of Parliament (MP)
Atul Rai in 2019.The MP has
been in judicial custody in the
case for the last two years,” said
police. Before attempting sui-
cide, the woman, together with
the associate, had recorded a
Facebook live video, in which
she disclosed her identity and
alleged that she had filed the
rape case against Rai in 2019.

She had also alleged that
some senior police officers and
others were supporting the

accused. According to Deepak
Yadav, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), New Delhi district,
police team is inquiring to
ascertain the exact reason, but
it was suspected she attempted
suicide as she feared being
farmed in fraud cases by the
accused party. In the live
Facebook video, she had
claimed that a non-bailable
warrant had been issued
against her by a local court in
UP and that she was sum-
moned by the judge.

In March, the woman had
filed a plea in the Supreme
Court, seeking transfer of her
rape case for fair trial from
Allahabad to Delhi on grounds
of threat to her life.

Later in August, a local
court in Varanasi issued a non-
bailable warrant against her in
a case of forgery based on a
complaint filed by the accused
MP’s brother.
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The Delhi Prison on
Saturday said a total of

10,885 doses of Covid-19 vac-
cine have been administered to
the inmates of Tihar, Rohini
and Mandoli jails in the nation-
al Capital so far.

According to data shared
by Delhi Prisons, on Thursday,
1,648 Tihar jail inmates aged
above 45 and 5,750 below the
age of 45 years were given
Covid-19 vaccine while in
Rohini jail, 172 inmates above
45 years and 600 below that age
were administered the vaccine
and in Mandoli jail, 483
inmates aged above 45 and
2,232 below it have been inoc-
ulated.

“The inmates who received
their first dose inside the pris-
ons and released on interim
bail or emergency parole were
asked to get the second dose in
the dispensaries and hospitals
nearby their homes. If they face
any difficulty in getting the vac-
cine, then they can approach
the jail authorities,” said
Sandeep Goel, the Director

General, Prisons.
The prisons department

launched a Covid vaccination
drive for the inmates in the 45-
plus age category on March 18,
while the inoculation of the
inmates in the 18-44 age group
began on May 18.

Since March, around 383
coronavirus cases have been
reported among the inmates of
the jails in the national capital
and eight of them have suc-
cumbed to the disease. Among
the prison staff members, 225
have been infected with the
virus since March.

The prison authorities are
taking all the precautions and
Covid-appropriate behaviour,
including social distancing
among the inmates, is being
strictly followed, a senior
prison official said.
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Following the continuous
rainfall in the national

Capital on Saturday morning,
waterlogging was reported in
many parts of the city includ-
ing underneath Minto Bridge,
Moolchand underpass and at
ITO. Long queues of vehicles
were seen on the Delhi roads
with Delhi Traffic Police (DTP)
diverting routes to ensure
smooth flow of traffic.

Due to the waterlogging,
the DTP closed several crucial
underpasses and took to
Twitter to inform commuters.
The Public Works Department
(PWD) officials said the field
staff was on the ground to
address waterlogging com-
plaints on priority.

DTP on its twitter said that
“Traffic movement on Minto
Bridge (both carriageways) has
been closed due to waterlog-
ging. Please avoid (the) stretch.”

“Traffic is affected at
Moolchand Underpass due to
waterlogging. Inconvenience
is regretted. Azad Market
Underpass is closed due to 1.5

feet waterlogging, please avoid
using this route. Sorry for the
inconvenience,” it said in
another tweet.

Other areas that witnessed
waterlogging due to heavy rains
include Pul Prahladpur under-
pass, Lajpat Nagar, Jangpura,
ITO, roads around Pragati
Maidan, Sangam Vihar, Rohtak
Road, Mangolpuri, Kirari and
Malviya Nagar.

Traffic movement was also
disrupted on the Mehrauli-
Badarpur road in south Delhi
due to the waterlogging.

“Waterlogging at Pul
Prahladpur Underpass. Traffic
interrupted at MB road divert-
ed on mathura road. Kindly
avoid (the) stretch,” DTP tweet-
ed.

A PWD official said the
department’s field staff was
working to resolve the issue.

“The intensity of rain this
morning was high, so a few
areas of the city witnessed
waterlogging. Our field staff is
on the ground and we are
closely monitoring the situa-
tion,” the official said.
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Delhi Police Commissioner
Rakesh Asthana on

Saturday held a crime and
Covid review meeting with
field functionaries to discuss
police preparedness, law and
order arrangements and imple-
mentation of covid guidelines
ahead of the festive season.

All district and units
Deputy Commissioners of
Police (DCsP), Additional
DCsP, Special Commissioners
of Police, Joint Commissioner

of Police, Ranges attended the
meeting. The CP discussed
anti-terror measures and gen-
eral arrangements for festivals
of Raksha Bandhan &
Janmashtami, besides police
arrangements for DSGMC
Elections scheduled on 22
August Sunday.  

Reviewing crime against
women, Asthana stressed upon
strong preventive measures
and underlined the impor-
tance of time bound and sci-
entific investigation of kid-
napping and POCSO cases

with methodical follow up of
trials for convictions.

“Public trust is earned
through evidence-based sci-
entific investigation and pro-
fessional follow up during tri-
als to secure punishment for
the guilty,” said Asthana.

On action against crimi-
nals under special & preventive
laws, the CP, directed the dis-
trict police chiefs to mount sur-
veillance on criminals, review
it periodically and keep a thor-
ough check on organised
crime.
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North Delhi Municipal
Corporation (NMC) has

extended the last date of pay-
ment of property tax upto 31st
August 2021 with 15 per cent
rebate along with three per cent
Covid-19 vaccination incentive
for timely payment for the
lumpsum payment of the prop-
erty tax for the year 2021-22. 

North Mayor Raja Iqbal
Singh said that the decision is
taken provide relief to the
property tax payers.

The mayor also informed
that property tax offices of the
civic body will remain open on
all Saturdays till 31st August,
2021 (excepted gazetted holi-
day) from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m.

Singh said that extension of
date will facilitate the genuine
taxpayers who could not do it
earlier. On the other hand, the
Corporation would get revenue
and enthusiasm of the people
in vaccination would also
increase hence, this decision
has been taken in interest of the
public, he added.
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Patna: Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar on
Saturday disclosed he would be heading an 11-
member delegation, comprising one represen-
tative each from political parties in the state, at
the forthcoming meeting with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on the issue of a caste census.

Talking to reporters here upon return from
a survey of flood-hit areas of Samastipur district,
Kumar also said he would be leaving for New
Delhi on Sunday night. 

The meeting is scheduled in the first half of
Monday. Those who will be joining him include
leader of the opposition Tejashwi Yadav.

He also sought to make light of queries about
the BJP, his alliance partner, choosing a Dalit
minister to join the delegation though both his
deputies seemed to fit the bill as they belong to
the backward classes.

“It is not an issue. Every party could nom-
inate one person who also happens to be a mem-
ber of either House of the legislature. So all par-
ties sent names accordingly. Besides me there

would be 10 delegates, all representing their
respective parties”, Kumar said when asked about
the saffron party picking up Janak Ram as a
member of the delegation.

This has led to murmurs within both the
ruling NDA and the opposition Grand Alliance
since Deputy CMs Tarkishore Prasad and Renu
Devi, the latter holding the backward classes wel-
fare portfolio, were being viewed as a more viable
choice.   The demand for a caste census was trig-
gered by a statement by the Centre in Parliament
last month that populations of only SCs and STs
were proposed to be enumerated.

In states like Bihar, where OBCs have dom-
inated politics since the Mandal era, this has led
to a vociferous demand for a headcount of back-
ward classes as well.

Kumar reiterated that “there is a country-
wide sentiment in favour of a caste census being
conducted at least once. There should be no mis-
givings as such an exercise will be beneficial for
all social groups”. PTI

Shillong: Meghalaya Deputy Chief
Minister Prestone Tynsong on
Saturday said several ministers and
MLAs in the State have received
extortion notices from an outlawed
organisation, days after the death of
a former militant of the outfit in an
encounter with policemen.

An investigation has been ini-
tiated by the state police as a num-
ber of politicians got text messages
on their mobile phones from the
militant organisation "demanding
Rs 10 lakh and above as income tax",
a senior officer said.  

Violence had erupted in Mawlai
and Jaiaw areas of Shillong follow-
ing the death of Cheristerfield
Thangkhiew, the former self-styled
general secretary of the outlawed
Hynniewtrep National Liberation
Council (HNLC), in an encounter
when the police raided his home in
the early hours of August 13.

Thangkhiew, who had surren-

dered in 2018, was shot dead when
he allegedly tried to attack a police
team with a knife during the raid in
connection with a series of IED
blasts in the state.

“We are aware of the fact that
ministers and MLAs have received
these (extortion notices) and the
matter is under investigation,”
Tynsong told PTI. The police are
probing the case, keeping in mind
the safety and security of persons
who have got the text messages
through SMSes or Whatsapp, he
said. 

Not only political leaders but
several businessmen have also
received the messages on their
mobile phones from overseas, the
police officer said.

“The demand was made in the
name of income tax to the tune of
Rs 10 lakh and above. Several
politicians and businessmen have
been asked to pay the amount as

income tax to the HNLC,” he said.  
According to the police, at least

two persons, including a woman,
were injured in an improvised
explosive device blast by insur-
gents, which went off behind a busy
marketplace here on August 10. In
an email to news organisations, the
outlawed HNLC had claimed
responsibility for the explosion
ahead of the Independence Day cel-
ebration. 

Last month, the organisation
had carried out another IED attack
near quarters of the reserve police
force personnel in East Jaintia Hills.
Earlier this year, the HNLC had also
conducted an attack inside a cement
plant in the district.   Thangkhiew's
family members had lodged a com-
plaint against two police officers -
East Jaintia Hills district SP and East
Khasi Hills district SP (Traffic) --
accusing them of being involved in
the encounter killing. PTI

+
��������+��=�+2�
�
��
$���������
��
�

����������������3����	����������������������������	�����������#���������#��	���� $ �

������ �9�8����>��������	

Tripura State Congress President Pijush Kanti
Biswas, who earlier on Saturday resigned and

announced to quit politics "for the time being", with-
drew his resignation following the request of the party
high command.

Congress Working Committee Member and party's
Tripura in-charge Ajoy Kumar spoke to Biswas and
requested him to withdraw his resignation letter. Kumar,
after talking with Biswas, issued a statement saying that
he would visit Tripura on August 29 and would dis-
cuss with him to sort out the party's organisational mat-
ter.

"During my discussion with Kumar, it was decid-
ed that I would go to Delhi to discuss with the central
leadership to rejuvenate the party in Tripura," Biswas
told IANS. 

Biswas, a renowned lawyer, on Saturday morning
sent his resignation letter to the Party President (inter-
im) Sonia Gandhi and announced to remain out of pol-
itics for the time being.

Biswas, who was appointed Tripura state President
in December 2019 after the former state chief quit the
party, intended to quit the Congress six days after the
All India Mahila Congress chief Sushmita Dev left the
party and joined Trinamool Congress on August 16.
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Bengaluru: Karnataka
Congress MLA and former
Minister B Z Zameer Ahmed
Khan, whose properties were
recently searched by the
Enforcement Directorate, on
Saturday alleged that he was
being targeted as part of a con-
spiracy to "harass" influential
Muslim leaders in various
States of the country.

He even claimed that a list
of such influential Muslim
leaders has been prepared.

"My people are my assets.
Until I'm in politics, I will not
do anything because of which
my people will have to bow
their heads in shame," Khan

said.
In a series of tweets, he said

he was happy that the ED
raids have "cleared" the doubts
many people had about him.
"Constructing a house is being
projected as my biggest crime.
This is the reason why ED raid-
ed me. The expectation with
which ED raided me has
turned out to be false.
A list of influential Muslim
leaders from different states
have been prepared and
attempts are on to harass them.
As part of this conspiracy I'm
being targeted, but I will not
fear for such things," he
added. PTI

Ballia (UP): An 18-year-old
man was arrested here for
allegedly kidnapping and raping
a 14-year-old girl, police said on
Saturday.

They said the minor was
kidnapped on August 12 by the
accused, and a case was regis-
tered against him based on a
complaint by her mother.
SHO of local Haldi police station
Raj Kumar Singh said the girl
was rescued on Friday and taken
for a medical examination at the
district hospital.

In her statement to a local
court, she accused the man of
raping her, he added. PTI

Muzaffarnagar: Four men alleged-
ly attempted to rape a 16-year-old
girl when she was out to relieve her-
self in Shamli district, an officer
said on Saturday.  

The incident was reported
from a village under Jhinjhana
police station area on Friday night.

Station House Officer
Shyamvir Singh said the police has
arrested the four accused, Arshad,
Usjad, Savez, and Umer, and has
registered a case against them.

According to a complaint
lodged by the victim's father, when
his daughter went out of her house
at night, the four accused grabbed
her and tried to rape her. They ran
away when she cried for help.

All four accused are from the
same village. PTI 
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2012 abduction of an IAS officer from Chhattisgarh's
Sukma district, were arrested in separate operations in Bastar
division, police said on Saturday. 

A joint team of the District Reserve Guard (DRG) and
local police on Thursday apprehended Rava Ganga from
Phulbagdi police station area of Sukma, while Sukhram
Kawasi (35) was arrested from a forest under Katekalyan police
station limits in neighbouring Dantewada, an official said.

Ganga, who had joined the outlawed outfit in 2011, was
allegedly part of the Maoist squad that had abducted then
Sukma Collector Alex Paul Menon from Manjhipara
(Kerlapal) village on April 21, 2012, Sukma Superintendent
of Police Sunil Sharma said. Menon was later released by the
ultras.

Apart from this, the arrested ultra was also involved in
triggering an IED explosion, targeting security personnel who
were escorting a polling team in 2013, the official said.

Ganga, who was the head of DAKMS (Dandakaranya
Adivasi Kisan Majdoor Sangthan - a frontal wing of Maoists),
has served an LOS (local organisation squad) member and mili-
tia deputy commander in the banned outfit, he said. PTI 
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Guwahati: The Assam
Government has set a target to
vaccinate the entire population
of Kamrup Metropolitan district,
under which the State's largest
city Guwahati falls, by end of this
month, Health and Family
Welfare Minister Keshab
Mahanta said on Saturday.

The vaccination drive on a
mission mode will be conduct-
ed at the polling booth level of
the district, with field teams
already starting work on collec-
tion of data on non-vaccinated
people, he said. 

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Mahanta said though
the rate of new infection of
Covid-19 was decreasing in the
state, Kamrup Metropolitan dis-
trict remained an area of con-
cern. 

The district continued to
report highest incidence of new
Covid-19 cases. Of 708
new cases detected in the state on
Friday, 164 were from Kamrup

Metropolitan and the figure for
the district could touch 1,000
within two-three days if pre-
ventive measures are not taken,
he said. 

Sharing details of the inten-
sified vaccination drive for the
district, the Minister said there
are 1,204 polling booths in the
district the voters' list will serve
as the basic document in reach-
ing out to the people. 

As per the voters' list, there
are over 11 lakh people in the dis-
trict, though the number of eli-
gible population for Covid-19
vaccination has been estimated
by the government at around 15
lakh as Guwahati city has a
large number of people staying
for various reasons, he said. 

"There could be a further
two to three lakh more people in
the district if we take into
account the floating popula-
tion," he said, adding that over 14
lakh people in the district have
already been vaccinated. PTI
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Thousands of passengers are
stranded in Jammu and

Kashmir as railway authorities
have cancelled over 40 trains since
Friday due to an ongoing agitation
by farmers in neighbouring
Punjab, officials said.           

Scores of farmers on Friday
launched an indefinite agitation in
Jalandhar and blocked train move-
ment on the Ludhiana-Amritsar
and the Ludhiana-Jammu rail-
way routes to press the Punjab gov-
ernment to accept their demand to
increase sugarcane prices and
clear issues related to pending
dues.                  

"A total of 40 trains were can-
celled since yesterday (Friday)," an
official of the Northern Railways
told PTI on Saturday.

He said only a few trains left
the Jammu railway station on a dif-
ferent route on Friday, while early
Saturday morning rains in Delhi

forced cancellation of some more
trains bound for Jammu.

"Twenty trains were cancelled
on Saturday. Some trains sched-
uled later in the day are likely to
leave the Jammu station for their
destinations," the official said.

The cancellation of trains has
left thousands of passengers
stranded in Jammu and they were
seen making desperate attempts to
get information from railway
authorities.

"We had come for the Mata
Vaishno Devi pilgrimage and came
to know that all the trains have got
cancelled due to the farmers' agi-
tation in Punjab," Neha, a young
woman from Haryana, said as she
looked for buses or taxis to leave
with her family.

Another passenger from Ballia
in Uttar Pradesh said, "The farm-
ers should have given a 10-day ulti-
matum before launching the agi-
tation  so that people could plan
their trip accordingly." 
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From Page 1
One family of 16 described running

to the bathroom, lights off and children’s
mouths covered, in fear for their lives.

The new framework for governing
the country would not be a democracy
by Western definition but “It will protect
everyone’s rights,” the official added.

“Legal, religious and foreign policy
experts in the Taliban aim to present the
new governing framework in the next few
weeks,” he said.

From Page 1
Within hours of his return, the

group announced its rule would be “dif-
ferent” this time.

Baradar was arrested in Pakistan in
2010. He was kept in custody until pres-
sure from the United States saw him
freed in 2018 and relocated to Qatar. He
was appointed head of the Taliban’s polit-
ical office in Doha, where he oversaw the
signing of the foreign forces’ withdraw-
al agreement with the 
Americans. AFP

From Page 1
Since the Kabul international airport is controlled by the US

forces, high-level talks between the leaders of two countries ensured
safe passage for the Indian diplomatic corps besides safe landing
and take-off of the Indian C-17, they said.

Following the evacuation, the Ministry of External Affairs said
the focus now would be to ensure the safe return of all Indian nation-
als from the Afghan capital. The immediate priority for the
Government is to obtain accurate information about all Indian
nationals currently staying in Afghanistan. The Ministry also urged
the Indians as well as their employers to urgently share the rele-
vant details with the special Afghanistan cell. While one estimate
puts the figure of Indians working there at 1,000 to 1,500, anoth-
er estimate indicates about 400 Indians are stranded there and want-
ing to come out.  Punjab Chief Minister Captain Amarinder Singh
earlier this week urged the Central Government to evacuate Sikhs
from there adding there about 300 of them.

From Page 1
The LDF Government had made elaborate

arrangements to make life easy for the man in
the street despite the ever-growing Covid cases
in Kerala. All ration card holders numbering
8 million were promised kits containing gro-
ceries for preparing Onam feast for a five-mem-
ber family. Though the Opposition Congress

made some hue and cry over the non-avail-
ability of the Onam kits to the entire popula-
tion, the CPI (M) leaders termed it as a ritual
criticism. The BJP and the Sangh Parivar were
busy organizing meetings across the State as a
mark of respect to the thousands massacred in
the Mappila Rebellion of 1921. It was on this
day in 1921 religious zealots unleashed South
India’s biggest ever communal pogrom under
the label of Khilafat Movement and massacred
hapless people in Malabar region who refused
to change their religion.

From Page 1
Kashmir said  Shah  was also involved in the killing of Municipal

chairman Tral and BJP leader Rakesh Pandita at Tral Payeen; Shabir
Ahmad Bhat resident of Noorabad Tral; Mohd Ayoub Ahanger res-
ident of Tral Payeen; Shakeela Begum resident of Dar Ganie Gund’
and  SPO Fayaz Ahmad, his wife Raja Begum and daughter Rafia
Jan at Hariparigam.According to police records, Shah was also
involved in a series of firing/grenade lobbing attacks on Police/secu-
rity forces including firing on SF during CASO at Brenthal, grenade
lobbing at bus stand Tral on 18/10/2020. Besides, Case FIR No
101/2020 of PS Tral pertaining to recovery of narcotics and explo-
sives at Tral Payeen was also registered against him.

In a separate statement, Srinagar based Defence PRP Col Emron
Musavi said, “For the last four days Victor Force was conducting
search operations in the upper reaches of Nagaberan and
Dacchigam forests as a follow up of Op HANGALMARG.’

He said the first contact with the hiding group of terrorists was
established at 6:45 am on Saturday. Three terrorists were neutralised
in a swift operation. Two AK 47s, one SLR and other warlike stores
have been recovered from them.Another JeM top commander
Saifullah @Lamboo, involved in Pulwama attack, was also neu-
tralised in the same area on 31 Jul 2021, he added.

From Page 1
The Zydus Cadila vaccine

will come with an appicator
which is already being manu-
factured with the help of
PharmaJet. A study done with
the DNA vaccine has shown
that it is effective on Delta vari-
ant and other variants of con-
cern.

“Post the emergency use
authorisation, now we will
work closely with the regula-
tory authorities to work on the
pricing and modality of deliv-
ery of the doses of our vaccine.
In the next one or two weeks,
we will have better clarity on
the pricing,” said Dr Patel.

“By the middle to end of
September, we can start sup-
plying the vaccines, and as I
said we need to scale up to 1
crore doses and we believe by
October we can achieve this.
We believe by October we will
start producing 1 crore doses
and that would mean by the
end of January we can have 4
to 5 crore doses,” he 
added.

When asked about the
Government projection that
there would be five crore doses
of Zydus Cadila vaccine in
August, Dr Patel, said, “We
faced a delay of 45 days to com-
mission the new plant,” and
added, “From October we will
scale up [vaccine production].”

“A subset of genome
sequencing showed the vaccine

also works on Delta variants.
The study was carried out
across 50 clinics. It showed that
Plasmid DNA platform is suit-
ed to deal with new mutants
and viruses. “The company is
also working on the new vari-
ants and variants of concern
VOCs,” said Dr. Patel.

ZyCoV-D is set to become
the first Covid vaccine candi-
date developed on a plasmid
DNA platform to be commer-
cially introduced anywhere in
the world.

“Zydus Cadila is the first
DNA vaccine approved in the
world. It causes less pain and
will help us expand vaccine
coverage in the young age
group” said Dr Randeep
Guleria, Director, AIIMS, on
the jab being approved for
children above 12.

The vaccine, jointly devel-
oped in partnership with the
Department of Biotechnology,
had demonstrated a primary
efficacy of 66.66 per cent in
phase 3 clinical trials. It was the
first Covid-19 vaccine in India
to be tested on the adolescent
population - those in the 12-18-
year age group.

ZyCoV-D has become the
sixth vaccine to be approved for
use in India after Serum
Institute’s Covishield, Bharat
Biotech’s Covaxin, Russia’s
Sputnik V, and the US-based
Moderna and Johnson and
Johnson.
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Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai
on Saturday said that the government will

provide free treatment to patients affected with
black fungus disease even after getting dis-
charged from the hospitals. "The post-treatment
for black fungus is expensive. It costs between
Rs 10,000 and Rs 12,000 per injection. The
patients have to take injections for four weeks
at their homes after being discharged," he 
said.

Considering this economic burden on
families, the government has decided to take up
all expenditures of black fungus patients. The
government will provide all expenditures until
they are fully recovered, he announced.Though
the number of black fungus cases has been
reduced, the government will take this initia-
tive, he added.

Speaking on the possible Covid third wave
affecting children, he said according to the rec-
ommendations by the experts on the third wave,
it has been directed to start camps for children
to monitor their health. The Women and Child
Welfare Department will provide malnourished
children with food kits and sick children will
be shifted to district hospitals, he said. 
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Ateam of researchers has
identified an antibody that

is less likely to lose its potency
even as the virus mutates, i.e it
is highly protective at low
doses against a wide range of
viral Covid-19 variants.
Moreover, the antibody attach-
es to a part of the virus that dif-
fers little across the variants,
meaning that it is unlikely for
resistance to arise at this spot.

The findings, published in
the journal Immunity, could be
a step toward developing new
antibody-based therapies that
are less likely to lose their
potency as the virus mutates,
said the researchers.

“Current antibodies may
work against some but not all
variants,” said researcher
Michael S. Diamond from the
Washington University in St.
Louis in the US.

“The virus will likely con-
tinue to evolve over time and

space. Having broadly neu-
tralizing, effective antibodies
that work individually and can
be paired to make new combi-
nations will likely prevent resis-
tance,” Diamond added.

To find neutralising anti-
bodies that work against a
wide range of variants, the
researchers began by immu-
nising mice with a key part of
the spike protein known as the
receptor-binding domain.

Then, they extracted anti-
body-producing cells and
obtained 43 antibodies from
them that recognize the recep-
tor-binding domain.

The researchers screened
the 43 antibodies by measuring
how well they prevented the
original variant of SARS-CoV-
2 from infecting cells in a dish.

Nine of the most potent
neutralizing antibodies were
then tested in mice to see
whether they could protect
animals infected with the orig-
inal SARS-CoV-2 from disease.
Multiple antibodies passed

both tests, with varying degrees
of potency.

The researchers selected
the two antibodies that were
most effective at protecting
mice from disease and tested
them against a panel of viral
variants.

The panel comprised virus-
es with spike proteins repre-
senting all four variants of
concern (alpha, beta, gamma
and delta), two variants of
interest (kappa and iota), and
several unnamed variants that
are being monitored as poten-
tial threats.

One antibody, SARS2-38,
easily neutralized all the vari-
ants. Moreover, a humanised
version of SARS2-38 protected
mice against disease caused by
two variants — kappa and a
virus containing the spike pro-
tein from the beta variant.

The beta variant is notori-
ously resistant to antibodies, so
its inability to resist SARS2-38
is particularly remarkable, the
researchers noted.
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The Government on
Saturday urged jewellery

body All India Gem and
Jewellery Domestic Council
(GJC) to reconsider its decision
to go on strike on August 23.
Sharing the progress made in
50 days during the implemen-
tation of the first phase of
mandatory gold hallmarking,
the Bureau of Indian Standards
(BIS) said the number of jew-
ellers registered for gold hall-
marking has increased to
91,603 now, from 35,000 jew-
ellers when the mandatory
hallmarking came into force.

“When the HUID (hall-
mark unique identification
number) was implemented, 1.17
crore pieces of jewelleries were
received between July 1 and
August 20 at assaying centers.
Out of which, more than 1 crore
pieces were hallmarked with
HUID.  Even the number of
pieces jewellers sent for assay-
ing and hallmarking has
increased from 5,135 pieces in
the first fortnight of July, to
14,349 pieces in the first fort-
night of August,” said the BIS
Director General Pramod
Kumar Tiwari on Saturday.

Allaying fears that delay in
gold hallmarking will impact
jewellers’ business during festi-
val and marriage season, the BIS
Chief said, “When a new system
is implemented, initially one
faces problems. And those are
resolved gradually.” As a result,
the number of jewellery items
hallmarked increased from
14.28 lakh pieces during July 1-
15 to 41.81 lakh pieces during
August 1-15 of this year. On
August 20, 3.90 lakh pieces
were hallmarked in one single
day, he said. Gold hallmarking,

a purity certification of the pre-
cious metal, was voluntary in
nature prior to June 16.

On the proposed strike of
jewelers, Tiwari said ;”I heard
that some associations have
given a call for strike. Strike for
what? ... The Government is lis-
tening to every issue raised by
stakeholders. The idea of strike
is uncalled for”.   In a recent
meeting held on August 19
with industry stakeholders,
Tiwari said many jewellers’
associations had opposed the
strike and said they support the
new HUID system as it has
become a brand name for small
and medium jewellers in the
country.

“If some people (jewellers)
have problems, there is no basis
for that. Those who are think-
ing about strike, I want to
appeal to them that they will
not get a more sensitive and
responsive government than
the current one,” he said.  Tiwari
asked the jewellery body GJC to
reconsider its decision and take
back the call for strike.  “We will
regularly have dialogue with
you. HUID is in the interest of
the country and consumers.
This is a big initiative,” he said,
adding that the government is
always ready to address the
concerns of jewellers.

The All India Gem and

Jewellery Domestic Council
(GJC) has called a nationwide
‘token strike’ on August 23,
against the government’s arbi-
trary implementation of
mandatory hallmarking of gold
jewellery with HUID (hall-
mark unique identification
number). Mandatory gold hall-
marking has come into force
from June 16 in a phased man-
ner. The government has iden-
tified 256 districts from 28
states and union territories for
phase-1 implementation.

On apprehension of some
jewellers about lack of capaci-
ty of assaying centres, he said,
“One hallmarking centre in a
shift of 8 hours can hallmark
500 pieces. There are about 860.
About 161 out of 860 assaying
centers have got more than 500
jewellery pieces per day. A lot
of capacity is underutilised.”
The concerns raised about
capacity and pace of hallmark-
ing are not based on facts, he
noted.

Tiwari said that the gov-
ernment has addressed every
genuine concern of the jew-
ellers. Even small jewellers’
demand to hallmark a mix of
jewellery items having the same
purity has been accepted. “A
notification in this regard will
be issued soon,” he said.
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In a move to improve Crew
Resource Management

(CRM), Air India Express has
issued an order asking its pilots
to address the pilot-in-com-
mand (PIC) of their flight “by
first name or simply as captain,”
and not as “sir’. 

The order was issued after
a report of the Aircraft Accidents
Investigation Branch (AAIB)
stated that lack of coordination
among two pilots on a flight had
led to a tail strike and the aircraft
landing gear contacting airport
perimeter wall during takeoff.

“While all the causative fac-
tors brought about by the
Aircraft Accidents Investigation
Branch (AAIB) are being
addressed, this circular aims to
target the breakdown of CRM in
the subject incidents. It is pro-
posed that in order to improve
CRM and reduce Trans-
Cockpit- Authority –Gradient,
a more informal cockpit envi-
ronment is required. This may
be a generational and cultural
shift which has built up over the
years and may take time to be
fully accepted and reap results.
However, as a first step, hence-
forth, first officer shall address
the PIC not as “Sir” by first name
simply as “Captain”, chief of
operations, Captain VS
Rajkumar, Air India Express
said in a circular.

In a top-level communica-

tion on Friday (August 20), the
airline’s chief of operations,
Captain VS Rajkumar, cited an
incident that took place on
October 2018, during take off
from Trichy, the aircraft did not
meet the take off performance
and the wheels contacted the ILS
localizer antenna and airport
perimeter wall causing damage
to the underbelly. Fortunately,
the aircraft landed back safely.

“The Aircraft Accidents
Investigation Branch (AAIB)
investigation report states that
the cause of the accident was a
delay in takeoff due to reduction
of take off thrust N1 from 98%
to 77% before reaching V1 (
which means the minimum
speed in the takeoff, following a
failure of the critical engine at
VEF’ at which the pilot can con-
tinue the takeoff and achieve the
required height above the take-
off surface withint the takeoff
distance), inability of both the
crew members to monitor the
thrust parameter and to take
timely corrective action. The
contributory factior being mech-
anised failure of PIC seat back
rest recliner mechanism during
take off roll and breakdown of
crew coordinationduring
switching between Pilot Flying
and Pilot monitoring, resulting
in a tail strike and subsequent-
ly the aircraft impacting the
localizer antenna and boundary
wall of the airport,” the circular
said.
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The CBI has arrested an
accused, who was abscond-

ing for about six years, in a
bank fraud case from the Indira
Gandhi International Airport
here. 

The absconding accused
Aarti Kalra is a private person
and was arrested on Saturday.

A case was registered on
December 16, 2015 against
Arti, her husband Sunny Kalra
and others on the allegations
that these accused (directors of
a private company White Tiger
Steels Pvt Ltd) fraudulently
obtained a bank loan of �10
crore from Punjab National
Bank, Darya Ganj Branch here
during October 2013, the
agency said in a statement

here on Saturday.
It was further alleged that

after couple of months follow-
ing the grant of the loan, the
accused started defaulting on
the timely interest payment
and with a malafide intention
removed the entire goods
which were pledged to the
bank, due to which the loan
account turned non-perform-
ing assets (NPA). Both the
accused were absconding since
registration of the case, it said.

After investigation, a
chargesheet was filed on
December 22, 2016 against
them and three other officials
of Punjab National Bank
including then Chief Manager,
then Manager and then
Additional General Manager.
Further investigation was kept

open, it further said.
As both the accused did

not join the investigation,
Interpol Red Corner Notices

were issued against them in
2016. In pursuance of existing
RCN, one of the accused (her
husband) was apprehended at
Muscat, Oman and subse-
quently, he was deported to
India on March 7,.2020.

The CBI apprehended the
other absconding accused on
arrival at the airport here from
UAE on Friday.

The arrested accused was
produced before the
Competent Court here that
remanded her to judicial cus-
tody.
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Nutrition-rich millets can
help tackle the challenges

of country’s burgeoning car-
diovascular diseases, scientists
have said.

“The consumption of mil-
lets can reduce total cholesterol,
triacylglycerols (commonly
known as triglycerides) and
BMI,” the scientists reached to
the conclusion  after analysing
the data of 19 studies, with
nearly 900 people. 

The study was undertaken
by five organizations  led by the
International Crops Research
Institute for the Semi-Arid
Tropics (ICRISAT).

The results published in
Frontiers in Nutrition, showed
that consuming millets reduced
total cholesterol by 8 per cent
lowering it from high to nor-
mal levels in the people stud-
ied. There was nearly a 10 per
cent decrease in low and very
low-density lipoprotein cho-

lesterol (commonly viewed as
‘bad cholesterol’) and triacyl-
glycerol levels in blood.
Through these reductions, the
levels went from above normal
to normal range. In addition,
consuming millets decreased
blood pressure with the dias-
tolic blood pressure decreasing
by 5 per cent, said the study. 

Dr. S Anitha, the study’s
lead author and Senior
Nutritionist at ICRISAT,
explained, “We were very sur-
prised how many studies on

humans had already been
undertaken on the impact of
millets on elements that impact
cardiovascular diseases, and
this is the very first time any-
one has collated all these stud-
ies and analyzed their data to
test the significance of the
impact. 

“We used a meta-analysis,
and results came out very
strongly to show significant
positive impact on risk factors
for cardiovascular disease.”

The study also showed that

consuming millets reduced
BMI by 7% in people who were
overweight and obese

All results are based on
consumption of 50 to 200 g of
millets per day for a duration
ranging from 21 days to three
months.

These findings are influ-
enced by comparisons that
show that millets are much
higher in unsaturated fatty
acids, with 2 to 10 times high-
er levels than refined wheat and
milled rice as well as being
much higher than whole grain
wheat.

“This latest review further
emphasises the potential of mil-
lets as a staple crop that has
many health benefits. It also
strengthens the evidence that
eating millet can contribute to
better cardiovascular health by
reducing unhealthy cholesterol
levels and increasing the levels
of whole grains and unsaturat-
ed fats in the diet,” said Professor
Ian Givens, a co-author of the
study and Director at University
of Reading’s Institute of Food,
Nutrition and Health (IFNH) in
the UK.

“Obesity and being over-
weight are increasing globally in
both wealthy and poorer coun-
tries, so the need for solutions
based on healthier diets is crit-
ical. 

The study on the health
benefits of millets further sup-
ports the need to invest more in
the grain, including its whole
value chain from better varieties
for farmers through to agribusi-
ness developments,” said Dr.
Jacqueline Hughes, Director
General, ICRISAT.

The study identifies a num-
ber of priority future research
areas including the need to
study all different types of mil-
lets, understand any differences
by variety alongside the differ-
ent types of cooking and pro-
cessing of millets and their
impact on cardiovascular health.
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The Congress on Saturday
slammed the Narendra

Modi Government over the
reports of misappropriation of
�935 crore of funds of the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA) saying it
reflects on the real intentions of
the BJP and the Government as
it allowed and tacitly partici-
pated in the misappropriation
of crores of tax-payers money
which was meant for the poor.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the party headquarters,
Congress spokesperson Pawan
Khera said, “MGNREGA was
introduced by the UPA
Government to eradicate
poverty from India, and the
current regime through the
Prime Minister (Narendra
Modi) referred to MGNREGA
as a living monument to the
failures of the Congress.” He
said that MGNREGA became
a life saver for the poor and
marginalised during the first
and the second wave of the
Covid-19 pandemic.

Khera said that MGNRE-
GA has come back to haunt the
BJP government led by
Narendra Modi today. “An
expose in the media which
accessed publicly available
information through the
Management Information
System (MIS) of the Rural
Development Ministry, reveals
that Rs 935 crore were misap-
propriated in MGNREGA
schemes over the last four
years under the very nose of the
Modi government,” the
Congress leader said.

His remarks came a day
after media reported that in the
last four years Social Audit
Units (SAU) under Rural
Development Departments
(RDD) across India have found
financial misappropriation of
Rs 935 crore under various
schemes of the MGNREGA.

It also claimed that only
about Rs 12.5 crore of this
amount which is 1.34 per cent,
has been recovered so far.

Khera said, “These num-
bers aren’t the numbers of any
private agency or media chan-
nel, rather it is an outcome of
the audits done by the SAU
under the Rural Development
Department of the Ministry of
Rural Development.”

He said that the SAU car-
ried out audits in 2.65 lakh
gram panchayats across all
states and union territories of
India at least once between
2017-18 and 2020-21.

“The most significant find-
ing by the SAU during their
audits was that the primary
type of misappropriation in
most cases was financial mis-
appropriation which includes
and is not limited to bribery,
payments to non-existent per-

sons, to vendors at inflated pro-
curement prices etc,” he said.

The Congress leader said
this is significant, because this
Act is a welfare scheme meant
to ensure the welfare of the
poor. “The very fact that mis-
appropriations have been hap-
pening is a testament to the
lack of accountability and due
diligence by the Modi govern-
ment. So much so, that the state
with the highest misappropri-
ation between 2017-18 and
2020-21 was the state of Tamil
Nadu ruled by the ally of the
Modi government, AIADMK,”
he said.

He said that Tamil Nadu
saw a misappropriation of Rs
245 crore. The state of Bihar
also ruled by the BJP and
JD(U) is among the top states
with misappropriation to the
tune of Rs 12.34 crore.
Jharkhand which was ruled by
the BJP as well during the audit
timeline, saw misappropria-
tion to the tune of Rs 51.29
crore.

He further said that before
the government goes on the
blame states, due diligence and
ensuring audit was their
responsibility and theirs only.
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The Supreme Court has said
that it could not show sym-

pathy to students who entered
a medical college through
backdoor.

A bench comprising jus-
tices L Nageswara Rao, B.R.
Gavai, and Krishna Murari
junked the review petition by
a group of students, against its
July 20, 2020, judgment, which
dismissed a plea by Glocal
Medical College.

Last year, the top court had
upheld the Medical Council of
India’s decision to discharge 67
MBBS students, after it was
found that they secured admis-
sion through private coun-
selling, in the backdrop of
Uttar Pradesh government’s
notification for common coun-
selling. “Glocal Medical College
in contravention of the said
notification conducted private
counselling, which was not at
all permissible in law. The stu-
dents cannot be said to be igno-
rant about the notification
issued by the state of Uttar
Pradesh. In such a situation, no
sympathies can be shown to
such students who have entered
through backdoor”, said the
bench.

The review petitioners
were admitted in the first year
of MBBS course for academic
session 2016-2017 by the med-
ical college, which was affiliat-
ed to the Glocal University, a
deemed University. The MBBS
students, seeking review of the
order, claimed they had cleared
the NEET and admitted to the
course by the medical college,
and they have also claimed to
have cleared first- and second-
year examinations.
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In a clear indication of an end to the
prolonged stand-off between the

Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
Government and Governor Bhagat
Singh Koshyari over the nomination
of 12 members to the State Legislative
Council, Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray and his Deputy Ajit Pawar
will meet the Governor next week at
the latter’s invitation and sort out the
matters relating to the pending issue.

Koshyari, who has come in severe
criticism from the ruling MVA con-
stituents— Shiv Sena, NCP and
Congress – for his inordinate delay in
deciding on the State Cabinet’s rec-
ommendation to nominate 12 mem-
bers to the State Legislative Council,
has taken initiative to resolve the con-
troversy that has arisen between him
and the Uddhav Thackeray
Government.

The Governor’s initiative comes
after the Bombay High Court – while
disposing of a PIL seeking its inter-
vention over the Governor’s “inaction”
in taking a decision on the
Maharashtra Government’s recom-
mendation made on November 6,
2020 -- expressed “hope and trust”
that the Governor would discharge his
Constitutional “without undue delay".

The Governor extended an invi-
tation to both the chief minister and
his deputy at the swearing-in cere-
mony of Justice Vidyasagar M.
Kanade, former Judge of the Bombay

High Court, as the new Lokayutka of
Maharashtra organised at Raj Bhavan
on Thursday.

Confirming the development,
Pawar said that at Thursday’s cere-
mony, the Governor had invited the
chief minister and him to visit Raj
Bhavan once for a meeting with him
on the pending nomination of 12
members to the State Legislative
Council.  “Following the invitation,
the chief minister and I have decid-
ed to meet the Governor next week,
after seeking an appointment for the
meeting,” the deputy Chief Minister
said.     

The Governor’s invitation to the
Chief Minister and DCM comes on
the heels of a ruling given by the
Bombay High Court on August 12.
On that day, a HC division bench of
Chief Justice Dipankar Datta and
Justice G. S. Kulkarni had said: “Eight
months, in fact, seems to be beyond
reasonable time. This Court, having
regard to the gravity of the issue
involved and the necessity to fill up the
vacant seats of members expedi-
tiously as well as to sub-serve the aims
set by the Constitution, would con-
sider it eminently desirable if the
obligation, in the present case, is duly
discharged without undue delay”.

Holding that “the Governor is not
answerable to the Court in view of
Article 361 of the Constitution and no
direction can be issued to the
Governor”,  the HC bench had said:
“Before parting, this Court expresses

hope and trust that things will be set
right at an early date. If indeed, dur-
ing the pendency of this writ petition,
the Governor has acted on the advice
of the Council of Ministers, in what-
ever way it was thought appropriate
by him, that would take care of the
petitioner’s concern completely. The
Public Interest Litigation is, accord-
ingly, disposed of with no orders as to
costs”

In its earlier observation in the
judgement, the HC bench averred:
“This Court, therefore, concludes the
judgment by making a public law dec-
laration that the obligation, which the
Constitution vests on the Governor to
either accept or return the recom-
mendations as made by the Council
of Ministers forming part *of advice,
has to be discharged within a rea-
sonable time”.

In its remarks preceding its con-
clusion, the HC bench made some
pertinent observations when it said:
“The recommendations made by the
Council of Ministers have become
eight months old by the time this
Court commenced hearing of this
petition. If the saying that everything
happens for a reason is to be believed,
this Court ought to assume that there
was/were genuine reason(s) for the
Governor not to convey his decision
earlier, whatever be the nature there-
of ”

“However, it is time that the
impasse is resolved. It is mature, sen-
sible and responsible governance,

both at the Centre as well as in the
States, that the people look up to.
Should there be any misunderstand-
ing or miscommunication between
two Constitutional authorities/func-
tionaries, right steps in the correct
direction ought to be followed to obvi-
ate the same,” the HC bench observed.

“If there be minor differences of
opinion, the same ought to be resolved
in such manner as deemed fit and
appropriate including, inter alia, a dis-
cussion between the Governor and the
Chief Minister in the guiding spirit of
the Constitution.

Indeed, if there are major differ-
ences, the same have to be made
known for ironing out such differ-
ences,” the Judges noted.

“It is in such circumstances that
this Court is of the clear view that the
duty of the Governor to speak and to
let the Chief Minister know his (the
Governor’s) reservations about the
recommendees, if at all, within a rea-
sonable time has to be read in section
10(2)(c) of the 1950 Act read with
clauses (3)(e) and (5) of Article 171
of the Constitution, or else the leg-
islative intent would stand defeated.
What would be a ‘reasonable time’,
however, must depend on the facts of
each case,” the HC bench 
added.

It may be recalled that the high
court had on May 22, 2021 issued a
notice to the Governor demanding to
know as to when he would decide on
the recommendation of the state gov-

ernment for nomination of 12 mem-
bers to the State Legislative Council. 

The HC bench of Justices SJ
Kathawalla and SP Tavade had asked
Koshyari as to why he had not so far
taken a decision on state’s govern-
ment’s recommendation.

The HC bench had also directed
that the Secretary of the Governor be
made a respondent in the case and
asked the latter to file his say in the
matter by June 9 when the case
would be heard next.

"We direct respondents to file an
affidavit in reply setting out reasons
for not acting on the representation
submitted to the Hon'ble Governor of
Maharashtra by the Council of
Ministers for nomination to the
Maharashtra Legislative Council
under Article 171 (2) (e) and 171 (5)
of the Constitution of India, and by
what time the submission of the
council of ministers, November 6,
2020, will be considered and disposed
of," the HC bench had said in its
order."He (the Governor) must decide
it either way. This is something he has
to do. He can't keep it in his drawer,
not to see the light of day." Justice
Kathawalla had said.

Interestingly, Bollywood actress
Urmila Matondekar is one of the 12
persons in the State Legislative
Council that have been recommend-
ed from the fields of Literature,
Science, Arts, Cooperative sector and
Social service, for nomination by the
Governor as MLCs. 
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Growing up in the shadow
of constant cross border

shelling, Priyanka Choudhary
a young girl from Kangwala vil-
lage, located barely 2 kms from
the international border in
Samba district, is all set to join
the prestigious club of 'flying
officers' in the Indian Air Force. 

Daughter of an ex-service-
man Ujagar Singh Choudhary,
she too wanted to serve the
Indian Army and don the olive
greens  but could not make it
in the Indian Army. 

As she was determined to
join the belt force one of her
close friends motivated her to
try her luck in the Indian Air
Force. 

On August 18 when the
final selection list of flying
officers was released her name
too figured in the list. 

Speaking to reporters at her

residence, Priyanka Choudhary
said, "I was sleeping at home
after returning from Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine.  My sis-
ter came running in the room
and broke the news of my
selection. My close friend had
informed her about my selec-
tion. Soon after confirming
the news of my final selection
I rushed inside my 'pooja
room'. I wept there standing in
front of the idols in the pooja
room for about 10 minutes". "I
was full of emotions and could-
n't hold myself. Since my par-
ents were away I waited for
them and visited a nearby tem-
ple on a thanksgiving visit".
"My prayers were finally
answered", she added. 

Sharing her journey,
Priyanka told reporters, "I have
covered a long distance before
earning  a place in the IAF
selection list. Growing up in a
village where girls were always

put under the scanner, I can
proudly say my parents stood
behind me through my entire
journey". Since our village is
located close to the
International border, we were
used to frequent cross border
mortar shelling. "These pre-
vailing circumstances taught us
many things at an early age.We
learnt to survive". She said, i
could not  attend my interview
due to Covid-19 pandemic.

But when I received another
call in the month of March
2021 I decided to attend at any
cost. Despite peaking second
coivd-19 wave i went to attend
the  AFSB interview in the first
week of May 2021. 

She said after my initial
schooling in a local Convent
school I studied in Army Public
School,Samba up to class 12.  I
Graduated from a Govt Degree
college in Jammu and later on

joined the Physics department
of Jammu University for my
masters degree. "I was always
active in extra curricular activ-
ities and also attended NCC
camps during my college days".  

"All my teachers and sup-
port group always motivated
me to realise my childhood
dream of serving the Indian
armed forces". Her father
Ujagar Singh Choudhary said,
"my daughter has made us
proud. It's a moment of joy.I am
overwhelmed. I am receiving
messages from several people
and well wishers of the family".
Singh said after she failed to
join the Indian army last year
I told her to keep faith in her
abilities. "She has worked hard
as a student and was dedicat-
ed towards realising her child-
hood dream. Now she has
made it to the IAF and is
going to be a flying officer. I am
proud of her achievement". 
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Former Jammu & Kashmir Chief
Minister and People's Democratic

Party (PDP) Chief Mehbooba Mufti on
Saturday sparked off a fresh controversy
by first praising Taliban as the superpow-
er America was forced to pack its bag in
Afghanistan and secondly warned the
Union Government to restart talks the way
Atal Bihari Vajpayee did and restore
Article 370 otherwise it will be too late.

Addressing a gathering of party work-
ers in Kulgam PDP Chief  also warned the
Union Government (without naming any
one) to immediately restore the special sta-
tus of the erstwhile State of Jammu &
Kashmir without wasting any time. 

Mehbooba adopted a threatening pos-
ture while thundering on top of her voice,
“don’t test our patience and change your

ways while you still have a chance.
Remember how Vajpayee initiated the
peace process. You must restart talks
with Kashmiris and return whatever you

have looted.”
She further urged the people to fight

against the abrogation of Article 370
“peacefully”.

Reacting to her statement, former
Deputy Chief Minister and a senior BJP
leader in Jammu Prof Nirmal Singh said
the PDP Chief has lost  her political ground
and it is the reason she is growing des-
perate and making such statements in sup-
port of Taliban.

“If she thinks that she can blackmail
us then she needs to understand that this
is Modi’s India. Those days are gone and
we will not be blackmailed,” he added. In
the recent past Mehbooba Mufti had
made several provocative statements tar-
geting the Union Government and its han-
dling of Jammu & Kashmir after the reor-
ganisation of Jammu & Kashmir leading
to Abrogation of Article 370 and 35-A.
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Film fans across South India
woke up to a teary Saturday

hearing the news about the
demise of  leading actress
Chithra. Fifty-five-year-old
Chithtra breathed her last early
Saturday morning following a
massive cardiac arrest at her
residence in Saligramam.

She leaves behind her hus-
band Vijayaraghavan and teen
aged daughter Sruthi. Chithra
was a busy artist during the
1980s and 1990s and had acted
as the lead lady of Mohan Lal,
Mammootti and Suresh Gopi
in many Malayalam movies.
She had paired with Sivaji
Ganeshan, Rajnikanth, Prabhu,
Kamal Haassan , Sarath Kumar
and Vijayakanth in Tamil
movies and was a strong pres-
ence in Telugu and Kannada
movies.

“She switched over to char-
acter roles with poise and elan
and gave sterling performance
in Malayalam movies like
Attakalasam, Panchagni, Oru
Vadakkan Veeragatha,
Amaram, Ekalavyan and
Devasuram,” said Santhivila
Dinesh, movie maker. Lalitha
Sree, actress and long time
friend of Chithra who was
sobbing uncontrollably told
The Pioneer that the latter had
called her Friday evening to

find out what she was making
for Onam feast. 

“She wanted to taste the
payasam which I used to make
every Onam. Since I do not
have Onam this year on
account of a bereavement in the
family, I expressed my regret
and she hang up the phone,”
said Lalitha Sree.

After her marriage, Chithra
had bade farewell to movies
and later she became a busy
serial actress in Tamil serials.
“She had the rare girl-next-
door image which made her a
popular face among the fami-
ly audience. Chithra was always
a director’s delight who could
perfect whatever roles assigned
to her,” said Mankombu
Gopalakrishnan, script writer
and poet.

Chithra’s last rites were
held at Saligramam, a Chennai
suburb on Saturday evening.
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Choosing the most apt occa-
sion of Raksha Bandhan to

instill a fresh sense of safety,
security and dignity among
women, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath launched the third
phase of the ambitious Mission
Shakti in the presence of
Governor Anandiben Patel and
Union Finance and Corporate
Affairs Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman.

Announcing the launch of
the women empowerment
campaign on Saturday, the
chief minister said, “Mission
Shakti 3.0 will remain always
on top of the agenda of his gov-
ernment,” and attributed the
resounding success of the pre-
vious two phases of Mission
Shakti to the steely resolve of
women.

Yogi Adityanath chose the
auspicious occasion of Raksha
Bandhan to launch the flagship
programme Mission Shakti,

making a fresh pledge to pro-
tect all women in his State.

Speaking at an event
organised at Indira Gandhi

Pratishthan, the Chief Minister
said that it was his govern-
ment’s honour to be getting the
opportunity to work for the
uplift of women across a wide
range of sectors as no State
could prosper without the
empowerment of women.

“Under the guidance of
the Prime Minister, the state
government is working con-
tinuously for the safety, respect
and self-reliance of women.
Carrying forward the same
sequence, today the third phase
of the campaign is moving
forward,” he said.

While extending his greet-
ings to women, Yogi
Adityanath said, “Under the
Kanya Sumangala Yojana,
today (Saturday) �30.12 crore
has been transferred online
into the accounts of 1.55 lakh
girls.”
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Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav claimed that

people had made up their
mind to support SP to form the
next Government in UP in
2022.

Yadav was in his native vil-
lage Saifai in Etawah district on
Saturday. He claimed that the
people of UP had made up
their mind to dislodge the
Bharatiya Janata Party
Government and give their all
out support to SP for the next
government.

"The BJP has failed to
deliver to the people as per the
promises made by it in its
election manifesto in 2017.
Everyone has seen the defeat of
BJP in West Bengal elections
and how it came to power in
Bihar. Now similar things will
happen in UP too," he
said.

On the issue of pre-poll

alliance with his uncle Shivpal
Singh Yadav, Akhilesh said
that all small parties that want-
ed to defeat the BJP should
come on one platform.

“Samajwadi Party is work-
ing as per its strategy to dis-
lodge the BJP from power," he
added. On the question of
Bahujan Samaj Party leader
Satish Chandra Mishra holding
Brahmin sammelans in
Etawah, Akhilesh Yadav said
that it was a good thing if
someone came here (Etawah).
“They can visit Etawah Safari
Park and see how much devel-
opment has happened during
the SP regime in the past,” he
added.

On the meeting of opposi-
tion party leaders organised by
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, Akhilesh Yadav said,
“Before that, the biggest elec-
tion of the country is going to
be held in Uttar Pradesh next
year,”
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Thirty years after they passed
out of the first joint services

wing course from there, the
Chiefs of the Indian Army, the
Indian Navy and the Indian Air
Force were at their Alma-
Mater National Defence
Academy (NDA) at
Khadakwasla on a two-day
visit that ended on Saturday.

The visit marked a histor-
ical moment for this prestigious
Tri-Service Training Academy
as all three service chiefs are
course mates from the 56th
Course of NDA.

Their visit to the NDA
was rare and unique.  Earlier,
it was only in 1991 that all three
service chiefs were course
mates from the first NDA (erst-
while Joint Services Wing)
course.

“The very idea and thought
of them visiting their Alma-
Mater together not only reaf-
firms the eternity of the bonds
of camaraderie imbibed in the
Academy but also signifies the
spirit of ‘Jointmanship’ which

this Tri-Service Training
Institution stands for,” a defence
official said.

The three distinguished
alumni who visited the NDA
were: General M. M. Naravane,
Admiral Karambir Singh and
Air Chief Marshal Rakesh
Kumar Singh Bhadauria, all
highly-decorated and in their
top posts since 2019. 

Admiral Karambir Singh,
PVSM, AVSM, ADC assumed
office as the Chief of the Naval
Staff on May 31 2019. Air
Chief Marshal Rakesh Kumar
Singh Bhadauria, PVSM,
AVSM, VM, ADC took over as
Chief of the Air Staff on
September 30 2019, whie
General MM Naravane, PVSM,
AVSM, SM, VSM, ADC took
over as Chief of the Army Staff
on December 31, 2019.

Speaking on behalf of the
three chiefs on this historical
occasion the Chief of the Naval
Staff Admiral Karambir Singh
dwelt upon the emerging
trends of modern warfare. He
also exhorted the cadets to
imbibe the basic tenets of mod-

ern military leadership. The
Chiefs reviewed the ongoing
training of cadets and the avail-
able training and administra-
tive infrastructure of NDA. 

During their visit, the
chiefs paid homage at the ‘Hut
of Remembrance’, which com-
memorates the sacrifice of ex-
NDA officers of Armed Forces

who laid down their lives in the
line of duty. The Service Chiefs
also visited their parent
squadrons ‘Hunter’ (Naval
Chief) & ‘Lima’ (Army & Air
Chiefs); and interacted with the
cadets of the respective
squadrons. An interaction with
the faculty and staff of NDA
was also organised towards

the end of their visit.
Their visit to the Academy

comes – which has come on the
heels of the The Supreme
Court’s landmark interim order
directing the Government to
allow women to take the next
entrance exam for the hither-
to male preeserve National
Defence Academy (NDA) --has

provided unmatched inspira-
tion and sense of pride to all the
cadets and would further cat-
alyze them to strive for excel-
lence in their military careers
and reinforce the Spirit of
Camaraderie and Jointmanship
among the three services.

The idea of establishing
this Joint Training Academy for
training officers of three ser-
vices was conceived by a com-
mittee headed by the then
Commander-in-Chief Of the
Indian Army, Field Marshal Sir
Claude Auchinlek in 1945 and
Academy commenced func-
tioning in its interim location
at Dehradun as Joint Service
Wing in January 1949. 

The foundation stone of
the Academy at Khadakwasla
was laid on October 6, 1949
and inaugurated on January 15
1955.

In its glorious history of
over seven decades, the
Academy has produced the
first Chief of the Defence Staff,
13 Chiefs of Army Staff, 11
Chiefs of Navy Staff and 09
Chiefs of the Air Staff.
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Busting a �118 crore ITC
refund fraud case, the

Mumbai Zonal Unit of
Directorate General of GST
Intelligence (DGGI), CBIC,
(DGGI-MZU) has arrested one
Santosh Doshi for his alleged
role in the scam involving rais-
ing of fake bills without sup-
plying goods or services.

Doshi was controlling and
operating seven companies
which had allegedly availed
Input Tax Credit (ITC) without
any supply of goods and ser-
vices on the strength of bogus
invoices and claimed �118
Crore as refund against exports. 

The seven companies are:
M/s Amal Overseas Pvt Ltd, C-
Kluster Expotrade Pvt. Ltd.,
Ekon Crystal Merchants Pvt.
Ltd., Meticulous Overseas Pvt.
Ltd., Ninad Overseas Pvt. Ltd.,
Parees Overseas Pvt. Ltd and
White Opal Expotrade Pvt.

Ltd.
The modus operandi

allegedly involved in the fraud
was that several dummy units
were created in the States of
Jharkhand and West Bengal on
the basis of forged 
documents.

The alleged dummy units
passed on the said bogus ITC
to several shell trading firms
acting as intermediary entities
in Chhattisgarh. Several units
were created as exporting
fronts at Pune and Mumbai in
the State of Maharashtra to
whom the units situated in the
State of Chhattisgarh supplied
fictitious goods purported to be
exported. The exporting units
were created merely for the
purpose of availing refund in a
fraudulent manner. 

To nab the mastermind
behind the whole channel of
financial fraud, DGGI,
Mumbai launched an opera-
tion, by searching concerned

CHAs, CAs, CSs, key persons
and freight forwarders and
several statements were record-
ed.

Enquiries revealed that
Shri Santosh Doshi, a resident
of Pune, Maharashtra, who is
also the Managing Director of
M/s Masumi Overseas Pvt.
Ltd., was actually the promot-
er and operator of these seven
exporting firms.

The accused created a
complex web using multiple
layers of transactions starting
from manufacturers to traders
in between and ultimately to
exporters to facilitate encash-
ment of accumulated ITC. 

Santosh Doshi was arrest-
ed on August 17 and he has
been remanded to judicial cus-
tody, 

He is a habitual offender
and has also been arrested
previously in 2016 by Mumbai
Customs. The investigations
are on.
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Days after vowing to respect
women’s rights in

Afghanistan, Taliban officials in
the restive Herat province have
banned co-education in gov-
ernment and private universi-
ties, describing it as the ‘root of
all evils in society’.

The decision was taken
after a meeting between varsi-
ty professors, owners of private
institutions, and Taliban
authorities, Khaama Press News
Agency reported on Saturday.

This is the first ‘fatwa’ issued
by the Taliban after its swift
takeover of Afghanistan last week.
Capital Kabul’s capture on Sunday

signified the end of the US’s
longest war, launched after the
September 11, 2001 terror attacks.

On Tuesday, Zabihullah
Mujahid, the Taliban’s longtime
spokesman in his first-ever
public appearance to address
those concerns at a news con-
ference, promised the Taliban
would honour women’s rights
within the norms of Islamic
law, in an effort to portray a
more moderate stance.

During a three-hour meet-
ing of university professors and
owners of private educational
institutions, Taliban represen-
tative and Head of Higher
Education, Afghanistan, Mullah
Farid said there is no alternative

and co-education must end.
He also said virtuous

female lecturers would be
allowed to teach only female
students but not the male ones.

Farid called co-education
the ‘root of all evils in society’,
the report said.

In the last two decades,
Afghanistan has implemented
a mixed system of co-education
and gender-based separate
classes in all universities and
institutes.

Educationalists said gov-
ernment universities would
not be affected by the decision
but private institutes would
struggle with already a low
number of female students.
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President Joe Biden has said
that the mass evacuation

from Kabul, one of the largest
and most difficult airlifts in his-
tory, is not without risk of loss
of lives, but vowed to bring all
Americans and partners home
from Afghanistan, as his
administration grappled with
the fallout from the chaotic exit.

Biden’s remarks on Friday
come as the US rushed to air-
lift as many people as possible
out of the Afghan capital ahead
of a self-imposed deadline to
depart Afghanistan by August
31.

In a speech delivered from
the White House, Biden said
the United States has evacuat-
ed more than 18,000 people

since July and approximately
13,000 since the airlifts began
on Saturday.

Biden continued to defend
his decision to withdraw troops
from Afghanistan and said the
US has made “significant
progress” in its evacuation
efforts since chaos broke out at
the Kabul airport on Monday.
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British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson has said the UK’s

diplomatic efforts to find a
solution in Afghanistan remain
ongoing, which leaves open the
prospect of working with the
Taliban “if necessary”.

Speaking to the media after
an emergency Cabinet Office
Briefing Rooms (COBRA)
meeting to discuss the crisis in
the region on Friday, Johnson
said “formidable” challenges
remain around the evacuation
of British nationals and sup-
porters from Kabul airport but
the situation was getting
“slightly better”.

“What I want to assure
people is that our political and
diplomatic efforts to find a

solution for Afghanistan, work-
ing with the Taliban, of course
if necessary, will go on and our
commitment to Afghanistan is
lasting,” Johnson said.

“The situation is getting
slightly better and we are see-
ing a stablisation at the airport.
So yesterday [Thursday] we
were able to get out about
1,000 people and today [Friday]
another 1,000 people; a lot of
those UK eligible persons com-
ing back to this country and a
lot of them people coming
back under the Afghanistan
Resettlement and Assistance
Programme (ARAP) – inter-
preters and others to whom we
owe debts of gratitude and
honour,” he said, adding that
the operation will continue at
a fast pace.  

Madrid: The European Union’s
top officials warned the Taliban
on Saturday that the current
conversations being held to
secure the exit of as many
Afghan evacuees as possible do
not mean the bloc is prepared
to recognise the new regime.

European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen
acknowledged the necessity of
continuing to engage with the
Taliban during her visit, along
with EU Council President
Charles Michel, to a reception
center for evacuees established
by Spain near Madrid.

“We do have operational
contacts with the Taliban in this
moment of crisis, because we
need to discuss in these difficult
times how we can facilitate it for
people in Kabul to come to the
airport,” the EU leader said.

“But this is completely dis-
tinct and separated from polit-
ical talks. There are no political
talks with the Taliban and there
is no recognition of the Taliban.”

She also said the continu-
ance of European humanitari-
an aid to Afghanistan will
hinge on the Taliban respecting
human rights, especially for
women and girls.

“We hear the Taliban state-
ment that stresses that women
will have their right place in
society and have the right to
study and work, within the
framework of Islam, whatever
that means. But we also hear
more and more reports of peo-
ple being hunted down for their
past work or opinions, and we
hear of women being turned
away when they show up at their
usual workplace,” she said. AP

Kabul: Tens of thousands of
people in Afghanistan waited
nervously on Saturday to see
whether the United States
would deliver on President Joe
Biden’s new pledge to evacuate
all Americans and all Afghans
who aided the war effort.
Meanwhile, the Taliban leader
arrived in Kabul for talks with
the group’s leadership on form-
ing a new government.

Time is running out ahead
of Biden’s Aug 31 deadline to
withdraw most remaining US
troops, and the president on
Friday night did not commit to
extending it. He faces growing
criticism as videos depict pan-
demonium and occasional vio-
lence outside the airport, and
as vulnerable Afghans who

fear the Taliban’s retaliation
send desperate pleas not to be
left behind.

In a new security warning,
the US Embassy on Saturday
told citizens not to travel to the
Kabul airport without “indi-
vidual instructions from a US
government representative,”
citing potential security threats
outside its gates. 

Tens of thousands of
Afghan translators and others,
and their close family mem-
bers, seek evacuation after the
Taliban’s shockingly swift
takeover of Afghanistan in a lit-
tle over a week’s time. The fall
of Kabul marked the final
chapter of America’s longest
war, which began after the
Sept 11, 2001, terror attacks.

Taliban leader Mullah
Abdul Ghani Baradar, who
negotiated the religious move-
ment’s 2020 peace deal with the
US, was in Kabul for meetings
with the group’s leadership, a
Taliban official said, speaking
on condition of anonymity
because he was not authorised
to talk to the media. 

Baradar’s presence is sig-
nificant because he has often
held talks with former Afghan
leaders like ex-president Hamid
Karzai. 

Afghan officials familiar
with talks held in the capital say
the Taliban have said they will
not make announcements on
their government until the
August 31 deadline for the
troop withdrawal passes. AP

Hangedigi (Turkey): From
above, the new border wall sep-
arating Turkey from Iran looks
like a white snake winding
through the barren hills. So far
it only covers a third of the 540-
km (335-mile) border, leaving
plenty of gaps for migrants to
slip across in the dead of night.

Traffic on this key migra-
tion route from central Asia to
Europe has remained relative-
ly stable compared to previous
years. But European countries,
as well as Turkey, fear the sud-
den return of Taliban rule in
Afghanistan could change that.

Haunted by a 2015 migra-
tion crisis fuelled by the Syrian
war, European leaders desper-
ately want to avoid another
large-scale influx of migrants
and refugees from Afghanistan. 

AP

Washington: Secretary of State
Antony Blinken says 13 coun-
tries have thus far agreed to at
least temporarily host at-risk
Afghans evacuated from
Afghanistan and a dozen more
have agreed to serve as transit
points for evacuees, including
Americans and others.

Blinken says in a Friday
statement that potential Afghan
refugees not already cleared for
resettlement in the United
States will be housed at facili-
ties in Albania, Canada,
Colombia, Costa Rica, Chile,
Kosovo, North Macedonia,
Mexico, Poland, Qatar,
Rwanda, Ukraine and Uganda.

AP
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Afghan women are being
shipped into neighbouring

countries in coffins and used as
sex slaves, according to a for-
mer judge.

Najla Ayoubi, who lives in
the US after “fleeing for my life”
from the Taliban, said she has
heard horrific examples of vio-
lence against women since the
militants took control of her
homeland on August 15,
reports metro.co.uk.

She said one woman was
“put on fire because she was
accused of bad cooking for
Taliban fighters” in the north of
the country. Other young
women are being forced into
marriage and sexually abused.

The lawyer told Sky News:
“They are forcing people to give
them food and cook them
food. Also there are so many

young women in the past few
weeks being shipped into
neighbouring countries in
coffins to be used as sex slaves.

“They also force families to
marry their young daughters to
Taliban fighters. I don’t see
where is the promise that they
think women should be going
to work, when we are seeing all
of these atrocities.”

The Taliban have said they
will respect women’s rights
and allow them to work and be
educated.

She said there was “no way
to believe” assurances that the
Taliban wanted to form inclu-
sive government, saying she
knew of one female TV anchor
who was told to go home.

She said many women’s
activists are now hiding and in
fear of their lives and their
loved ones lives, but there is “no
way out of the situation”.
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China on Saturday asked
Pakistan to take “practical

and effective” measures and
overhaul the security mechanism
to forestall attacks on its nation-
als working on various infra-
structure projects after a suicide
bomber attacked a convoy of
Chinese nationals in the restive
Balochistan province, in the sec-
ond such attack in over a month.

The Chinese embassy here
in a statement strongly con-
demned Friday’s suicide attack
on the convoy of Chinese
nationals comprising four vehi-
cles in Gwadar, the port city of
strategic importance due to
the presence of Chinese work-
ers and investment.

In the attack, two children
who were playing nearby were
killed while one Chinese
national was among several

others who sustained injuries.
The embassy said that it

launched the emergency plan
immediately, “demanding
Pakistan to properly treat the
wounded, conduct a thorough
investigation on the attack, and
severely punish the perpetrators.”

“At the same time, relevant
departments at all levels in
Pakistan must take practical
and effective measures to accel-
erate to implement strength-
ened whole-process security
measures and upgraded secu-
rity cooperation mechanisms to
ensure that similar incidents
will not happen again,” it said.

The embassy further said
that recently, the security situ-
ation in Pakistan has been
“severe and there have been
several terrorist attacks in suc-
cession, resulting in the casu-
alties of several Chinese citi-
zens.”

Kuala Lumpur: Malaysia’s new
Prime Minister Ismail Sabri
Yaakob was sworn in Saturday,
bringing back the rule of the
country’s longest-governing
political party, but he faces a tall
task in uniting a polarised
society and reviving a slump-
ing economy amid a worsening
pandemic.

Ismail was the deputy
prime minister under the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister
Muhyiddin Yassin, who
resigned Monday after less

than 18 months in office as
infighting in his coalition cost
him majority support. 

Ismail obtained the back-
ing of 114 lawmakers for a slen-
der majority that brought
Muhyiddin’s alliance back to
power. It also returned the
premiership to Ismail’s United
Malays National Organization,
which had led Malaysia since
independence from Britain in
1957 but was ousted in 2018
elections amid a multibillion-
dollar financial scandal. AP

Sydney: Authorities in Australia
say more than 250 people have
been arrested while protesting
coronavirus lockdowns in the
country. Many faced fines for
defying health orders. 

The protests took place
Saturday in several cities
nationwide, with the largest
and most violent protest in

Melbourne. 
At least seven police offi-

cers were treated for injuries
after skirmishes broke out at
some of the protests. 

Sydney has been in lock-
down for two months, while
Melbourne and Australia’s cap-
ital, Canberra, went into lock-
down earlier this month. Under

the rules of the lockdown,
people are mostly confined to
their homes and have limits
placed on their social interac-
tions. 

Protestors say the lock-
downs should end, but author-
ities say they are necessary to
suppress the spread of the
virus and save lives. AP
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PHDCCI-Rajasthan Chapter
organised a Webinar on

“MBPL Gas Pipeline Network
in Rajasthan:-Tremendous
Investment Opportunities for
Gas Based Industries” on 20th
August-2021. Sanjay Aggarwal,
president, PHDCCI, in his
address informed that with
the completion of Mehsana
Bhatinda Gas Pipeline Project
(MBPL) Rajasthan will witness
tremendous investment oppor-
tunities. 

He reiterated commitment
of PHD Chamber in attracting
investment in Rajasthan col-
laborating RIICO and State
Government through its new
initiatives and robust policy
framework.

The chief guest of the webi-
nar Ashutosh Pednekar, IAS,
MD, RIICO and Industry
Secretary, Government of
Rajasthan in his address
emphasized the importance of
the gas pipeline infrastructure
in the State for leveraging
tremendous investment oppor-
tunities especially in Ceramic
& Glass, Food Processing,
Mineral, Textile, Pharma, etc. 

It will also make existing
industries competitive.
Availability of clean and eco-
nomic source of energy is apre-
requisite for industrial devel-
opment and Rajasthan was
waiting for this opportunity for
long. Rajasthan enjoys preem-
inent position in the availabil-
ity of Ceramic & Glass raw
materials, minerals and many
agriproducts and these sec-
tors are energy intensive. 
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Continued sequential recov-
ery has been seen in the

auto sector in July 2021,
according to India Ratings and
Research (Ind-Ra).

Ind-Ra believes that the 18
per cent sequential and 4 per
cent year-on-year (YoY)
increase in the domestic auto
sales volumes in July 2021 was
led by the continued easing of
lockdown restrictions.

“Automotive dealerships
have reopened in almost all
parts of the country and con-
sumer sentiments have
improved on a steady decline in
daily Covid cases. July 2021
volumes remained below pre-
Covid levels (16 per cent below
July 2019),” the rating agency
said.

According to Ind-Ra, the
passenger vehicle (PV) seg-
ment continued to benefit from
the increasing preference for
personal mobility, pent-up
demand and new launches,
leading to 45 per cent YoY
growth in domestic sales vol-
umes.

Besides, the volumes were
higher than July 2019, indicat-
ing a recovery to pre-Covid
levels.

“Domestic PV demand
continued its shift towards
utility vehicles (UVs) with 74
per cent YoY increase in vol-
umes; the segment accounted
for 47 per cent of the domes-

tic PV sales in July 2021.
“The passenger car seg-

ment grew 26 per cent YoY in
line with the combined YoY
growth in compact and mini
segments,” Ind-Ra said.

The rating agency feels
that the change in sales mix has
been impacted to an extent by
OEMs prioritising production
of their UV models amid the
global shortage of semicon-
ductor chips.

Additionally, while con-
sumer demand for two-wheel-
ers remained tepid, with a 2 per
cent YoY decline, the segment
recorded 19 per cent sequential
growth and the highest month-
ly sales YTD FY22, indicating
some recovery in consumer
sentiments.

“Scooter sales increased by
10 per cent YoY, while motor-
cycle sales fell by 6 per cent
YoY. The recovery in two-
wheeler demand has remained
sluggish, impacted by the
increased cost of ownership
amid price hikes by OEMs,
coupled with increasing fuel
prices,” Ind-Ra said.

In addition, the rating
agency expects the volume
growth to continue in August
2021, driven by improving
consumer sentiments and the
onset of the festive season.

However, the agency
believes that the semiconduc-
tor shortage could pose supply-
side challenges to OEM pro-
duction, and thereby also mod-
erate sales growth.
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State-run NTPC has com-
missioned the largest float-

ing solar PV project in India of
25MW on the reservoir of its
Simhadri thermal station in
Visakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh.

This is also the first solar
project to be set up under the
Flexibilisation Scheme, notified
by the Government of India in
2018.

The floating solar installa-
tion, which has a unique
anchoring design, is spread
over 75 acres in an RW reser-
voir. The project has the poten-
tial to generate electricity from
more than 1 lakh solar PV
modules.

This would not only help
light around 7,000 households,
but also ensure that at least
46,000 tonnes of CO2e are
kept at arm’s length every year
during the lifespan of this pro-
ject.

The project would also
save 1,364 million litres of
water per annum, which would
be adequate to meet the year-

ly water requirement of 6,700
households.

The 2000MW coal-based
Simhadri station is the first
power project to implement an
open sea intake from the Bay
of Bengal, which has been
functional for more than 20
years.

NTPC is also planning to
set up a hydrogen-based micro-
grid system on a pilot basis at
Simhadri.

With a total installed
capacity of 66,900 MW, the

NTPC group has 71 power sta-
tions, including 29 renewable
projects.

NTPC has set a target to
install 60 gigawatts (GW) of
renewable energy capacity by
2032. It is also India’s first
energy company to declare its
energy compact goals as part of
the UN High-level Dialogue on
Energy (HLDE).

The group has over 17
GW of capacity under con-
struction, including 5 GW of
renewable energy projects.
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Corporate earnings in the
first quarter of FY22 have

been in line with the elevated
expectations, said Motilal
Oswal Financial Services
Limited (MOFSL).

According to MOFSL,
Q1FY22 earnings were sup-
ported by the deflated base of
Q1FY21 along with localised as
well as less stringent lock-
downs.

“Q1FY22 earnings have
been in line with our expecta-
tions, led by cyclical sectors
such as metals and oil and gas,
benefitting from high com-
modity price realisations,”
MOFSL said.

“Large private banks’ earn-
ings have indicated a sequen-
tial increase in asset quality
pressure, led by the retail seg-
ment. Private banks’ earnings
have grown 29 per cent YoY,” it

said.
“Corporate commentaries

have indicated improved eco-
nomic recovery and demand
since June 2021. Raw material
price inflation has impacted
sectors such as auto, consumer
staples and consumer durables
-- companies have taken price
increases to pass on some of the
raw material price increase,” it
added.

Besides, the MOFSL said
that amid the buoyant senti-
ments, elevated activity in pri-
mary markets, Nifty valua-
tions stood at ‘21x12m’, while
forward EPS remains rich and
thus consistent delivery on
earnings expectations going
ahead becomes crucial.

“We remain ‘OW’ on BFSI,
IT, metals, cement and capital
goods; ‘Neutral’ on consumer,
auto and healthcare; and ‘UW’
on telecom, energy, and utili-
ties,” it said.
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Air-conditioning, cooling
and ventilation system

installed in a factory premise
will not be considered part of
plant and machinery as they
are not movable and thus will
not be eligible for inputs tax
credit, Authority for Advance
Ruling (AAR), Gujarat has
ruled.

In an application filed by
Wago Private Limited, it sought
ruling on admissibility of input
tax credit (ITC) of GST paid on
the procurement of air condi-
tioning, cooking and ventila-
tion systems including the ser-
vice of installation and com-
missioning of the same.

The AAR, however, said
that Refrigeration/Air condi-
tioning plants are basically sys-
tems comprising of compres-
sors, ducting, pipings, insula-
tors and sometimes cooling
towers, etc.

They are in the nature of

systems and are not machines
as a whole. 

They came into existence
only by assembly and connec-
tion of various components and
parts.

Also, with regard to venti-
lation systems, the AAR said
that if the goods are incapable
of being sold, shifted and mar-
keted without first being dis-
mantled into component parts,
the goods would be considered
as immovable and therefore not
excisable to duty and hence not
eligible for ITC.

With regard to air condi-
tioning and ventilation sys-
tems, the AAR went by the
principle of movable and
immovable plant and machin-
ery. 

As immovable does not
qualify for ITC, the systems
installed by Wago Systems
failed to get nod for ITC. Also,
the same failed the test of
mobility without getting dis-
mantled.
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After three consecutive days
of price cuts, petrol and

diesel prices in the country
remained unchanged on
Saturday as oil marketing com-
panies (OMC) decided to go on
a pause mode to see global
developments in the oil mar-
kets before any further revision.

Accordingly, in the nation-
al capital, diesel continues to be
sold for �89.27 per litre.

Diesel was priced at �89.87
a litre on Tuesday but came
down to current level in three
successive price cuts of 20
paisa each between Wednesday
and Friday.

Unlike diesel, petrol prices
have not be changed by OMCs
for past 35 days and the fuel
continues to be priced at
�101.84 a litre in Delhi, the
same price level that was
reached on July 17.Across the
country as well, fuel prices
remained unchanged on
Saturday.Global crude oil prices
continue to decline. The
October contract of Brent
crude oil on the
Intercontinental Exchange  was
trading at $66.72 per barrel.The
pump prices of auto fuels were
static since July 18. The long
price pause for auto fuels came
after fuel prices increased for 41
days in the current financial
year. The 41 increases have
taken up petrol prices by �11.44
per litre in Delhi. 
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In a bid to avoid long traffic
snarls and save ‘man hours

being wasted in traffic junc-
tions, Karnataka industries
minister, Murugesh R. Nirani
said on Friday that the state
government was planning to
launch unique concept of
“Walk-to-work” across the
state.

After reviewing his depart-
ment, Nirani told reporters
that the industries department
had decided to prepare a blue-
print on residential townships
in industrial areas that would
come up in future across the
state.

“Industries department is
planning to develop 9,010 acres
of land for industrial develop-
ment in the coming days in
Kolar, Ramanagara, Mandya,
Tumakuru, Vijayapura and
Haveri districts. Over 81,864
acres of land in 188 industrial
areas have been acquired so far
and allotted for industrial units
across the state,” Nirani
explained.

He said that the proposed
residential townships will come
up on Karnataka Industry Area
Development Board (KIADB)
land and other industrial areas.

“The main objective of this
project is to help workers, offi-
cials and other staff reside on
the premises which will help
them avoid commuting long
distances and in turn save cru-
cial man hours, increase pro-
ductivity and prevent traffic

congestion,” the minister who
himself is an industrialist
explained.

He added that residential
townships will be constructed
on 10 per cent to 15 per cent of
land reserved in industrial
areas with all basic amenities
such as schools, shopping
malls, clinics, parks and recre-
ation facilities.

The minister said that the
state is an ideal destination for
the investors and maintaining
its lead position.

“We will ensure further
progress with investor-friend-
ly and business-friendly steps
in the coming days. I will also
hold a meeting with top indus-
trialists soon and discuss issues
related to industrial develop-
ment and attracting invest-
ments. Government will leave
no stone unturned in main-
taining Karnataka’s lead posi-
tion in the industrial sector and
investor-friendly atmosphere,”
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Capital markets regulator
Sebi has kept the proposed

� 4,500-crore initial share-sale
of edible oil major Adani
Wilmar Ltd (AWL) in
“abeyance”.

However, the Securities
and Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) did not clarify further.

The company had filed
preliminary papers with Sebi
on August 3, to raise funds
through an initial public offer-
ing (IPO).

Without disclosing the
reason, Sebi said “issuance of
observations kept in abeyance”
with regard to the Adani
Wilmar IPO, according to an
update in the SEBI website as
on August 13.

In market parlance, obser-
vations of Sebi is a kind of go-
ahead to float a public issue.

In a statement on Saturday,
Adani Group spokesperson
said, “we have not received any
formal communication from
Sebi with respect to the IPO
observations being kept in
abeyance”.

“While we have always
been fully compliant with
applicable Sebi 

Regulations, we have made
full disclosure to Sebi on spe-
cific information requests from
them in the past. We will con-
tinue to cooperate with the reg-

ulators in the future as well,” the
spokesperson added.

The proposed listing of
AWL on the stock exchanges
will comprise an IPO in the
form of fresh issue of new equi-
ty shares by AWL for an
amount of up to �4,500 crore
(approximately USD 600 mil-
lion).

There will not be any sec-
ondary offering, Adani
Enterprises Ltd (AEL), the
flagship firm of Adani group,
had said in a regulatory filing.

The company, which sells
cooking oils under the Fortune
brand, is a major player in the
edible oil industry.

Proceeds from the IPO are
proposed to be used by AWL to
fund capital expenditure for
expansion of existing manu-
facturing facilities.

The funds will also be
utilised for developing 
new manufacturing facilities,
repayment/ prepayment of bor-
rowings, to fund strategic
acquisitions and investments,
and general corporate purpos-
es.

AWL is a 50:50 joint ven-
ture company between the
Adani group and the Wilmar
group.

Currently, six Adani group
companies are listed on domes-
tic bourses. Apart from AEL,
other listed ones are Adani
Transmission, Adani Green 

Energy, Adani Power,
Adani Total Gas, and Adani
Ports and Special Economic
Zone. 
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Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on

Saturday said the micro, small
and medium enterprises
(MSMEs) are the backbone of
the economy, and the Narendra
Modi Government has given
the sector its rightful place. 

Addressing the launch of
the ‘Ubharte Sitaare Fund’ here,
Sitharaman said, “The gov-
ernment of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has given a
proper identity to MSME. The
place, which it had not got in
decades, is being given to it,
and it will be improved.”  

“In the last two years, the
Centre has done a number of
different things. The
Government has changed the
definition of MSME in a very
flexible manner. Recently, a
bill was tabled in the
Parliament through which the
MSME sector will directly ben-
efit,” she added. 

Sitharaman further said
MSME businessmen will not
have to undertake an audit for
submission of their accounts.
“The Government has faith in
them, and they can self-attest
their accounts and certify
them,” she said. 

Speaking about the geo-
graphical indication (GI) tags
for specialised products, she
said while they are scattered
across the country, in Uttar
Pradesh, Banaras and its imme-
diate surroundings alone boast
of eight GIs.

Sitharaman urged the
state’s MSME Minister Sidharth

Nath Singh to establish an
MSME chamber in every dis-
trict, and hold awareness pro-
grammes about the ‘Ubharte
Sitaare Fund’ so that entrepre-
neurs working under the One
District, One Product (ODOP)
scheme can know about its
benefits. 

Uttar Pradesh has the
highest number of MSMEs
and has effectively implement-
ed the One District One
Product programme, which
provides the ideal ecosystem
for success of an initiative like
the Ubharte Sitaare Fund. 

The fund will go a long
way in making India a major
exporting hub, she said. 

Meanwhile, a tweet by
Sitharaman’s office said
MSMEs have been at the fore-
front of the Modi government’s
economic policy through 

policies like change in def-
inition of MSMEs to ensure
adequate flexibility, effective
implementation of ECLGS and

Factoring Bill increasing the
number of designated NBFCs
to 9,000. 

The ‘Ubharte Sitaare Fund’
has been set up by Exim Bank
and SIDBI.   

The fund is expected to
identify Indian enterprises with
potential advantages by way of
technology, products or
processes along with export
potential, but which are cur-
rently underperforming or
unable to tap their latent poten-
tial to grow.  

Harsha Bangari, Deputy
Managing Director, India Exim
Bank, said the bank has devel-
oped a robust pipeline of over
100 potential proposals and
supported several companies
across a diverse range of sec-
tors. 

In her Budget speech last
year, Sitharaman had men-
tioned that MSMEs 

are vital to keep the wheels
of economy moving. They also
create jobs, innovate and are

risk takers.   
Accordingly, India Exim

Bank’s Ubharte Sitaare
Programme (USP) identifies
Indian companies that have the
potential to be future champi-
ons in the domestic arena
while catering to global
demands.   

The fund is a mix of
structured support, both finan-
cial and advisory services
through investments in equity
or equity like instruments, debt
(funded and non-funded) and
technical assistance (advisory
services, grants and soft loans)
to the Indian companies.  

Exim Bank and SIDBI have
developed a pipeline of over
100 potential companies,
including those in Uttar
Pradesh, across various sectors
such as pharma, auto compo-
nents, engineering solutions,
agriculture, and software.  

Later speaking to
reporters, the finance minister,
when asked about the steps
taken to reduce the impact of
Covid-19, said, “Not only have
we kept this in mind in the
Budget, but have also taken
steps from time to time to give
relief to the economy. The
effect of this is visible now.
Industries have benefited from
different credit schemes.” 

On unemployment and
giving relief to the jobless, she
said, “Small jobs have been
made available. 

The budget of MNREGS
has been increased from
�66,000 crore to �1 lakh crore.
ODOP is a step in the rightdi-
rection.” 
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Adani Total Gas Ltd - the
city gas joint venture of

Adani Group and
TotalEnergies of France - has
acquired 50 per cent stake in
a company that manufac-
tures gas meters to aid its gas
retailing business.

The firm bought 50 per
cent in Smartmeters
Technologies Pvt
Ltd(SMTPL) for �1 crore,
according to a company’s fil-
ing to stock exchanges.

Smartmeters, which had
a turnover of �4.83 crore in
the year up to March 31,
2021, manufactures gas
meters which are used to
measure consumption of gas
piped into household
kitchens. The objective of
the acquisition is “to manu-
facture gas meters with a
focus on prepaid smart
meters,” Adani Total Gas
said.
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Swedish music streaming
giant Spotify has announced

to spend up to $1 billion
between now and April 21,
2026 to repurchase its own
shares.

The company would com-
mence a stock repurchase pro-
gramme beginning in the third
quarter of 2021.

“Repurchases of up to
10,000,000 of the Company’s
ordinary shares have been
authorised by the Company’s
general meeting of sharehold-
ers, and the Board of Directors
approved such repurchases up
to the amount of $1.0 billion.
The authorisation to repur-
chase will expire on April 21,
2026,” it said in a statement late
on Friday.

The timing and actual
number of shares repurchased
will depend on a variety of fac-
tors, including price, general
business and market condi-
tions, and alternative invest-

ment opportunities.
“The repurchase pro-

gramme will be executed con-
sistent with the Company’s
capital allocation strategy,
which will continue to priori-
tise aggressive investments to
grow the business,” the com-
pany added. “This announce-
ment demonstrates our confi-
dence in Spotify’s business and
the growth opportunities we
see over the long term,” said
Paul Vogel, Chief Financial
Officer at Spotify.

“We believe this is an
attractive use of capital, and
based on the strength of our
balance sheet, we continue to
see ample opportunity to invest
and grow our business.”

Several tech companies like
Apple, Alphabet (Google) and
Microsoft, have active share
repurchase programmes.

In its June quarter, Spotify
announced that it now has
165 million premium sub-
scribers and 365 million
monthly active users.

Mysuru:The third office of the
Karnataka Digital Economy
Mission (KDEM), which has
the objective of increasing the
sector’s contribution to 30 per
cent of the SGDP, was inaugu-
rated in Mysuru on Friday.
Inaugurating the new office
which is being set up at the
Silver Spirit Technology Park,
state Electronics and IT
Minister C.N. Ashwath
Narayan said it will work focus-
ing on the growth of the digi-
tal industry in the Mysuru
cluster. Noting this was
KDEM’s third office after
Bengaluru and Hubbali, he
said: “Mysuru and other clus-
ters like Hubballi and
Mangaluru are expected to
contribute more than 5 per cent
of overall tech economy by
2030. To strengthen the digital
economy, the government will
focus on improving connec-
tivity even to remote parts, pro-
viding 24-hour electricity and
reducing rural-urban divide
by establishing the needed
infrastructure.”

IANS
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Your phone beeps, you unlock it
only to find a new notification from
some social media site. A new friend
request, it says. You find the profile
picture of the person attractive and

within a matter of minutes you both are con-
nected and have become virtual friends. The
friendship moves forward and now it is no
longer about just messages, but video calls too.

A few days later, you receive a text that
sends chills down your spine. Your private pho-
tos and videos are on the verge of being leaked
online. You have fallen prey to sextortion. What
would you do?

While the aforementioned scenario may
sound like a scene from a Bollywood movie to
you, it is as real as it can be. According to sev-
eral studies, sextortion cases are on a high in
many States. Not only this, recently about 100
Bollywood celebrities became a victim of sex-
tortion.

“With technology taking the center stage,
sextortion is becoming increasingly common.
This is done in several ways. One, malicious
entities hack your cameras and can get access
to your private life, without you knowing about
it. They can record your daily activities and can
further use it to blackmail and extort money.
If one is to wonder, how can one hack into your
camera without you knowing, it is not some-
thing unusual. This can be done in several ways
depending on the expertise of the hacker. One
way is when you download a malicious file from
an unknown source, it gives the hacker full con-
trol of your device. Moreover, you won’t be able
to find it out ever because the camera light will
not blink in this case,” Ehraz Ahmed, a
Mysore-based ethical hacker,  security
researcher and Founder, StackNexo and
Aspirehive, tells you.

The second way, Ahmed says, is supposed-
ly when a person is surfing through certain
inappropriate sites, hackers manage to track his
activities and store the data, and later, on the
basis of this, can blackmail him.

“When you visit any such site, you may be
redirected to a malicious website where they
can ask for your sensitive information, includ-
ing name, age and email address. This infor-
mation can further be used to blackmail you,”
says Ahmed.

Er Ashutosh Verma, Cybersecurity Analyst
and Founder, Exalta India, agrees with Ahmed
and says that the current pandemic has brought
an epidemic of sextortion as flesh trade crimes
have gone digital.

“Dating apps, pornographic contents and
social networking platforms are the deep dark
web’s easiest methods and hotspots for perpe-
trators to find and trap you. Every website has
its background cookies storing system like
Google stores your searched data to provide you
with a better-personalised experience with ear-
lier suggestions. But, perpetrators use those
cookies to start tracking you digitally. In

addition, hackers have trap mechanisms in pop-
ular websites. For example, pop-up traps
divert your attention immediately, and the mal-
ware gets activated when you click on them.
Once they get their malware onto your system,
they can track your online history. They use all
this information to scare and blackmail you into
giving them pornographic content or money,”
says Verma.

One such recent case, Verma says, was
reported for a Smart TV hack, situated in the
very bed room. A Government scientist had
gotten trapped by a girl online who got kid-
napped then later had to be rescued. “Another
one was where a Bangalore-based business
man’s wife got trapped in online sex racket as
her phone was hacked and the hackers had the
access to her personal photos and videos, they
used them to compel her. The most famous vic-
tim of sextortion would be Jeff Bezos, CEO of
Amazon. While he could stand up and voice
the attempt of sextortion on a public platform,
many people cannot and do not stand up
against their blackmailer and fall prey to
cyber bullying and cybercrime,”  Verma tells
you.

However, keeping safe from such incidents
is not a Herculean task. One just has to stay
alert and not fall for easy traps. 

“First and foremost, if you ever sense a risk
of your device’s camera being hacked, cover it
with a black tape. This will block the view.
Second, it’s a no-brainer that one shouldn’t open
any suspicious links or websites, no matter how
lucrative they might look. Third,  make sure
your devices are secured with antivirus. Most
of the time, we don’t renew our antivirus
license, this poses a major threat. Do this on
priority, just like you do with other household
safety stuff. Remember, your devices are no less
precious,” explains Ahmed.

In addition to this, one can also install
browser extensions of the antivirus. “This will
help prevent you from opening any malicious
websites or scripts on the browser by blocking
them. Further, one can also make use of ad
blocker extension on their browser. This will
prevent unnecessary and malicious ads from
popping up on the browser,” adds Ahmed.

Pooja Sareen, Cyber law and cybercrime
expert and a Criminal Advocate, says that from
extortion to sextortion, crimes have increased
manifold, that too without having to put in too
much of effort.

“Recently, eight accused have been arrest-
ed in this connection on August 18, 2021, most
of whom are Class X-Class XII pass, as per a
police officer. No kidnapping, no effort, no
pain, just make a sex video and what a fabu-
lous gain. From extortion to sextortion, crime
has multiplied manifold to attract bulky ran-
soms. Such a loot it is, and not to mention
exploitation of your private moments too,” says
Sareen.

She recalls: “A 48-year-old who reported the

matter to the cyber cell police department com-
plained that she got a Facebook Live request
from a friend that she had added to her FB
friend list. While she was watching the
Facebook live water yoga session, she was in
her washroom, all  naked doing yoga.
Everything seemed perfect, until she got a call
the next day asking for a ransom of �15 lakh.
To her surprise, her nude yoga was recorded
by the wrong doers, while she was under the
impression that she was only watching a nor-
mal live session, but did not know that her ses-
sion was also getting recorded.”

Sareen further adds and tells you that trap-
ping laymen into this is very simple. You will
get a call, often during late night hours, from
a completely nude woman. She traps you in soft
conversation, and lures you into having private
moments with her, without you having an idea
that your mobile screen was controlled by the
crooks. 

“A video of your private life was made. Soon
after you hang-up, you get a YouTube link, in
which you are engrossed in self sex, which you
indulged in just a couple of minutes back. You
are in a fix. You get a call, for a ransom of �15
lakh, else the video link would be made viral.
Your relatives, your near ones, may be your
wife, or your husband, too, will have the access
to the video, what will they think of you? You
are still deciding how and when to arrange for

this handsome amount of money, you get
another call,  perhaps one every two hours and
the amount will be increased by �1 lakh each
time,” says Sareen.

This is not all. Sareen says one could be
trapped in sextortion matters even without
indulging in any conversation or act, as the cul-
prits use the face, and the body is photoshopped
in such a way that it looks real in every way and
then the  money chase game begins — �10 lakh,
�15 lakh, �20 lakh and so on. A layman is ter-
rified and desperately wants to come out of this
situation and hence, ends up paying the sum.

“However, this is not something one should
do. There are possible legal remedies, if you are
victimised in such a situation. First, don’t panic.
Do not delete any messages or your video or
pics, if any. Next, report the whole matter to
the online FIR cell, else call at 100 and com-
plain, also record this call. Do not pay a sin-
gle rupee, rather have the account number noti-
fied to the police officials. Don’t be scared of
this situation, fight it through,” explains Sareen.

The silver lining is the wrongdoers will be
imprisoned for three years and a fine will be
imposed on them. “If you report the matter to
the police well in time, the police can nab the
wrongdoers. Their IP addresses could be
located, and they could be put behind the bars
much before trapping any other innocent into
their evil games,” opines Sareen.
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Ufa: Ravi Malik was the only
saving grace for the Indian
Greco Roman contingent at
the junior world championship
as he on Saturday reached the
82kg Bronze medal play-off
while other wrestlers from the
country struggled to win even
one round here.

Malik began with a 6-0
win over Estonia’s Robin
Uspenski and followed that up
with a 18-9 victory over
Kyrgyzstan’s Zhenish
Humnabekov, who got three
cautions in the quarterfinal
bout.

Malik though could not do
much against Armenia’s Karen
Khachatryan in the semifinal,
which he lost by technical
superiority.

Once Malik was put on the
‘par terre’, Khachatryan pulled
off consecutive gut wrench
moves to finish the bout.

Narinder Cheema (97kg)
was only the second Indian
wrestler who managed to win
two bouts and he got the
reward by getting back into the
competition through the
repechage round.

Cheema edged out
Germany’s Anton Erich
Vieweg 6-6 and then beat
Uzbekistan’s Abrorbek
Nurmukhammedov 11-6.

He lost his quarterfinal by
fall to Pavel Hlinchuk but
since the Belarusian made the
final, Cheema got another
chance.

Vikas (72kg) and Deepak
(77kg) managed first round
wins before losing.

Anup (55kg), Vikas (60kg),
Anil (63kg), Deepak (67kg),
Sonu (87kg) and Parvesh
(130kg) all exited after losing
their respective first round
bouts. PTI
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Amit Khatri braved breathing
difficulties to win a Silver in

the men’s 10,000m race walk
event, clinching India’s second
medal at the World U-20
Athletics Championship here on
Saturday.

The 17-year-old Khatri, the
national record holder and
world U-20 season leader,
clocked 42 minute 17.94 seconds
to finish second behind Kenya’s
Heristone Wanyoni (42:10.84)
on the fourth and penultimate
day of the championships.

The mixed 4x400m relay
team had won a Bronze on the
first day of competitions on
Wednesday.

Another medal contender,
Priya Mohan came up with a
personal best time of 52.77 sec-
onds in the women’s 400m final
but was beaten to the podium by
Kenya’s Sylvia Chelangat by 0.54
seconds.

Priya improved upon her
previous best of 53.29 she had
clocked while winning the
National Inter-State Athletics
Championships on June 28.

Son of a havildar-ranked
Indian defence force personnel
from Ismaila village in Haryana’s
Rohtak district, Khatri was lead-
ing after the 9000m mark but the

local athlete Wanyoni pulled
ahead with less than two laps left
in the race to win Gold with a
personal best time.

His frequent visits to the
refreshment table to get water —
especially the last one with just
a lap and a half to go for the fin-
ish — could have cost him the
Gold.

Paul McGrath of Spain won
the Bronze with a timing of
42:26.11 minutes.

Khatri’s Silver was the first
medal in race walk by an Indian
in the U20 world championships
and sixth overall in the junior
flagship event.

Khatri rued that he could
not produce his personal best of

40:40.97 which he had record-
ed while winning Gold during
the Federation Cup Junior
National Championships in
January.

The high altitude conditions
in the Kenyan capital had affect-
ed Khatri’s performance as he
struggled for breath during the
race. Nairobi is at an altitude of
around 1800m from sea level.

In other events, Baljeet Kaur
clocked a personal best in the
women’s 10,000m race walk
with a time of 48:58.15 that saw
her finish seventh. She did well
over the first 3000m of the race,
covering that distance in
14:06.90, the fastest credited to
any competitor at that mark.

Yet, when Mexico’s Sofia
Ramos Rodrigues stepped up
the pace, some others also
slipped past the Indian.
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Sri Lanka leg-spinner
Wanindu Hasaranga, who
played a pivotal role in his

team’s T20 series win against a
depleted Indian side, has been
picked by Royal Challengers
Bengaluru, which maintained
its trend of picking players
who do well against Men In
Blue.

Along with the world num-
ber two T20 bowler Hasaranga,
who replaced Adam Zampa,
RCB also picked Sri Lankan
pacer Dushmantha Chameera
who replaced Daniel Sams of
Australia.

The franchise also
informed that their head coach
Simon Katich has stepped down
from his post due to “personal
reasons” and Director of
Cricket Mike Hesson will now
double up as team’s chief coach
as well.

The Indian players, support
staff and the team management
will be assembling in Bengaluru
on August 21 following which
the team will undergo  a seven-
day quarantine.

They will also undergo
Covid tests thrice days during
the period.

The team will then depart
via a chartered flight from
Bangalore August 29. The other
international players and staff
will assemble in the UAE start-
ing August 29 onwards. There
will be another six days of
quarantine in the UAE.

“We have made some
changes to the squad pertain-
ing to the situation. We have
come a long way and have
shown steady progress as a
team,” Hesson said.

“The addition of Wanindu
Hasaranga, Tim David and
Dushmantha Chameera could-
n’t have come at a better time
during the replacement win-
dow, as we aim to continue with
the momentum, building on
our performance from earlier
this year,” he added.

When asked, if Hasaranga’s
series winning-seven wickets in
three T20Is against India
including best figures of 4/9,

prompted RCB to select the leg-
break bowler, Hesson said it’s
one of the reason but not the
only reason.

“It’s certainly not a recency
factor and we certainly not
surprised by his success in
recent times. We like his skill-
set. We like the fact that he is
multi-skilled cricketer and
offers to bat deep as well if we
plan to play an overseas spin-
ner along with Chahal.

“That gives us an exciting
option. The fact that he per-
formed against India is great but
not surprising at all,” the former

Black Caps coach said about
Hasaranga, who has picked 33
wickets in 24 T20I games at an
economy rate of 6.56.

“We have a scouting pro-
gramme that has been in place
for at least last two years. We
know every player is playing
cricket at a decent level. We
have an extensive scouting pro-
gramme and Wanindu has been
on our radar for a long time.

“If we needed a replace-
ment last time, Wanindu would
have been the person, we
would have called upon,” he
explained.
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New Delhi: The second phase
of the 14th edition of IPL will
feature a Singapore cricketer
for the first time as Royal
Challengers Bangalore have
roped in freelance T20 sensa-
tion Tim David, who has
made a name for himself
across leagues in the world.

While he is of Australian
descent, the 6 feet 5 inch tall
David currently plays interna-
tional cricket for Singapore
and he brings with him a nov-
elty factor in Virat Kohli’s
team.

Since ICC has accorded
T20I status to all its 106 mem-
ber nations, David has played
14 T20 Internationals with
558 runs in his kitty at a strike

rate of 158 plus.
Overall, he has played 49

T20 games, factoring in his
appearances in the BBL and
PSL with a tally of 1171 runs
at a strike rate of 155 plus.

In BBL, he has played for
Hobart Hurricanes and Perth
Scorchers while he had recent-
ly scored two List A hundreds
in the Royal London Cup for
Surrey, including a career-best
140 against Warwickshire.

In fact, the 25-year-old
David’s father Rod David is
also an ex-Singapore interna-
tional and represented the
country in the 1997 ICC
World Cup qualifier, a tourna-
ment that was won by
Bangladesh. PTI
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New Delhi: England wicket-
keeper-batsman Jos Buttler will
miss the second leg of the Indian
Premier League due to the
impending birth of his second
child, his team Rajasthan Royals
announced on Saturday.

“Jos Buttler will not be part
of the remainder of #IPL2021, as
he and Louise are expecting a
second child soon. We wish
them well, and can’t wait for the
newest member of the
#RoyalsFamily,” the franchise
tweeted.

The Royals will also be
without the service of star
England pacer Jofra Archer,
who has been ruled out for the
rest of the year due to a recur-
rence of a stress fracture of his
right elbow. “The franchise
wishes Jofra Archer good health
and a swift recovery,” the fran-
chise said in a statement.

The Royals have signed
New Zealand top-order wicket-
keeper-batsman Glenn Phillips
as a replacement player. PTI
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New Delhi: Pace bowling all-
rounder Hardik Pandya, who is
gradually regaining fitness,
should be able to bowl in the
T20 World Cup with the second
leg of IPL 2021, which begins
next month, acting as a measure
of his fitness for the multi-
nation tournament, said
Paras Mhambrey, who
was India’s bowling coach
during the limited overs series
in Sri Lanka.

Mhambrey said that it is
important to manage Pandya’s
workload in the lead-up to the
T20 World Cup to be played in
the UAE during October-
November immediately after
the IPL.

“With Hardik, we are obvi-
ously slowly taking it forward.
I am not going to push him in
terms of the number of overs to
be bowled. He is pretty much
being monitored on how much
we are going to push him. We
have to slowly build up. The
World Cup is coming. For us,
knowing that he is going to play
a very crucial role for us, it is
important to manage his bowl-
ing workload very well,” said
Mhambrey, who has served as
India A bowling coach and is

the bowling coach at National
Cricket Academy (NCA) where
Pandya and other Indian
bowlers have been recuperat-
ing.

“We know the batting that
he offers you. But if we add the
bowling to it, he brings a differ-
ent dimension. In that sense we

are working on it. Everyone —
strength & conditioning depart-
ment and the physios — is in
sync and we have chatted it out,”
said Mhambrey.

The right-arm pace bowl-
ing all-rounder, who has been
troubled by back injury over the
last couple of years, hasn’t been
part of India’s Test match set-up
due to his inability to bowl.

Although he bowled in the
recent bilateral limited-overs
series in Sri Lanka in July, he
couldn’t complete his full quota
in any game.

But India will need him to
bowl full quota of overs
throughout the T20 World
Cup.

Mhambrey, the 49-year-
old former India pace bowler,
said that the IPL will eventual-
ly decide Pandya’s availability at
the T20 World Cup. It will be
up to the franchise to decide on
how to use him.

“Yes, the way I look at him
and the way I feel, I am sure he
will bowl (in IPL). First step is
the IPL. Maybe the franchise
will decide how will they use
him. That, kind of, will decide
how it will be preparatory
ground for the World Cup.”
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Australian women’s team
coach Matthew Mott has

said that his team needs to play
a lot of cricket ahead of the
women’s Cricket World Cup in
New Zealand in March-April
next year after missing a lot of
action due to Covid-19 restric-
tions.

“We need to play some
cricket; we haven’t played a lot
of cricket basically since that
World Cup at the MCG (in
March 2020). It’s really impor-
tant to try and rebuild some of
that momentum we had,” said
Mott to SEN radio.

Since the Covid-19 pan-
demic began, Australia has
played just six ODIs and as many
T20Is, all against New Zealand.
The multi-format series in
September against India will be
Australia’s first international
outing after the tour to New

Zealand in April.
Australia is ranked first in

the ODI and T20I rankings.
Though they won the T20
World Cup in 2018 and 2020,
Australia will be looking to add
the ODI silverware after crash-
ing out of the 2017 World Cup
in the semifinals.

Australia’s bowling will be
without their top-ranked
bowlers Jess Jonassen (stress
injury in her tibia) and Megan
Schutt (personal reasons). But

the 47-year-old believes that
the duo’s absence creates an
opportunity for others to step
up.

“We won’t have any excus-
es, we’ve lost some key players
but the flip side of that is an
extraordinary opportunity for us
to see the next generation, espe-
cially in the young fast bowlers.
Maitlan Brown has moved back
to NSW and trained the house
down. Ellyse Perry probably
hasn’t had the bowling she’s
been used to (of late) that she’s
had throughout her career so
this is another opportunity for
her to lead the attack.

“There’s a number of posi-
tives, we’ve had such a settled
side for so long and to break in
has been very difficult. Playing
against India is going to be a real
test because we know their top
order will come hard at a rela-
tively inexperienced attack,”
concluded Mott.
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Karachi: Former Test captain
and renowned commentator
Rameez Raja may replace
Ehsan Mani as the next chair-
man of the Pakistan Cricket
Board, source said on
Saturday.

According to media
reports in Pakistan, Prime
Minister Imran Khan, who is
also patron-in-chief of the
board has decided against
giving Mani extension after
his term ends this month.

“In the next few days, the
PM will send two names to
the PCB’s governing board for
the chairman’s election and
the members will elect one of
them,” a PCB source said.

The source said while they
were hearing the name of
Rameez as one of the two can-
didates for the prestigious
position, nothing is confirmed
as yet.

The source said initially

the names of Mani and Asad
Ali Khan, a senior bureaucrat
had been mentioned as the
two candidates for the chair-
manship but now apparently
the PM had decided to go for
a former captain.

“Rameez appears to be
the ideal candidate as he is
well educated, well-versed,
and has international con-
tacts due to his long years as
a commentator. He was also
CEO of the board in the past
and left due to his other com-
mitments,” the source said.

Apparently Imran Khan,
himself a former captain
under whom Rameez played
the 1992 World Cup, feels it is
time a former player runs the
cricket affairs in the country.

Another source said
Ehsan Mani had also
expressed reluctance to con-
tinue for another term due to
health issues. PTI
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Karachi: The Pakistan Cricket
Board has put on hold a train-
ing camp that was scheduled to
start on Saturday in Lahore and
also the announcement of its
squad for the One-Day series
against Afghanistan next month
in Sri Lanka.

With Taliban taking over
the reins of Afghanistan and the
country facing its worst crisis in
last two decades, the PCB wants
a confirmation from
Afghanistan board whether the
series is on and only the  will
they announce the squad.

The series is due to begin on
September 3 in Hambantota in
Sri Lanka with the Sri Lanka
board hosting the matches on
behalf of the ACB.

The official said the
Afghanistan cricket authorities
are yet to confirm when their
players will leave Kabul for
Colombo and also the schedule
of the matches. PTI
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No 1 seed Ashleigh Barty
continued to reprise
her Wimbledon title

run at the Western & Southern
Open, defeating Angelique
Kerber 6-2, 7-5 in one hour
and 14 minutes to book her
place in the final on Saturday.

A month ago, Barty had
defeated Barbora Krejcikova in
the fourth round of
Wimbledon and Kerber in the
semifinals en route to lifting
her second major trophy. This
week, the Australian has
repeated both of those results
in Cincinnati to extend her
2021 record to 39-7 — a Tour-
leading number of match wins.
Against Kerber, she found 29
winners to the German’s 16,
and kept her error tally to 18
compared to her opponent’s 21.

The victory moves Barty
into her 19th career final,
ninth at WTA 1000 level or
higher, and a Tour-leading
sixth of 2021. She will face
either No 5 seed Karolina
Pliskova in what would be a
repeat of the Wimbledon final,
or wildcard Jil Teichmann.
Key to the match: As in Barty’s
previous two victories over
Krejcikova and Victoria
Azarenka, the World No 1 has
mastered her opponents
through a combination of stel-
lar serving and a knack of ris-
ing to the occasion on impor-
tant points. Though her first
serve percentage against Kerber
was only 56%, Barty nonethe-
less fired 12 aces to take her
tournament total to 34.
Turning points: The first half
of each set comprised a tight-
ly contested passage of play in
which little separated the two
Grand Slam champions. At 2-
2 in the first, the match was
evenly poised, with both play-
ers having displayed some
electrifying tennis. From 0-2
down in the second, Kerber
raised her game in stellar fash-

ion to lead by a break at 3-2,
and then to cling on valiantly
until 5-5.

In both sets, Barty was able
to turn a finely balanced situ-
ation into a sprint to the fin-
ish line. At 3-2 in the first set,
she came up with her boldest
shotmaking of the day — a
blitzed forehand crosscourt
followed by a cheeky dropshot
return — to break Kerber for
the first time. In the second,
another exquisite dropshot
garnered her the crucial hold
for 6-5, whereupon Kerber’s
forehand collapsed in the final
game to leak three errors.

On Friday, Barty recovered
from being down a break in
the second set to sweep past
fellow French Open champion
Barbora Krejcikova 6-2, 6-4.

The Australian handed her
Czech opponent only a third
loss since mid-May.

“I feel like I did a good job
looking after my own serves,”
Barty said. “For all but one ser-
vice game, I felt like a lot of the
time I was in control.

“It was just staying patient,
knowing that I was doing the
right things.”
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Daniil Medvedev took
quick revenge on Friday
for his Olympic loss to

Pablo Carreno Busta, with the
top seed at the ATP and WTA
Cincinnati Masters delivering a
crushing 6-1, 6-1 verdict.

The Russian world number
two had it all his way into the
semi-finals with a 56-minute
rout, which ended on the
Spaniard’s double-fault.

“I was feeling great during
the match. In these conditions
you try to win the match as fast
as possible, especially against
Carreno Busta, who can catch
fire at any moment and start
getting you into long rallies,”
Medvedev said.

“I tried to keep pushing
him and I am really happy I
managed to do it.”

Medvedev, last week’s
Toronto champion, won his
eighth match in a row as he pre-
pares for a final four contest

against compatriot Andrey
Rublev.

Fourth seed Rublev defeat-
ed France’s Benoit Paire 6-3, 4-
6, 6-3 with the Russian advanc-
ing to his fourth Masters 1000
quarter-final in six tourna-
ments this season.

Medvedev has won all four
tour matches against Rublev,
including the quarters here in
2019 when Medvedev went on

to win the title.
“I’m happy to play against

him, because it’s a nice chal-
lenge for me to see what I need
to improve,” Rublev said.

The Medvedev domina-
tion of Carreno Busta was total
with the Spaniard never earn-
ing a break point while losing
serve five times. Medvedev fin-
ished with 20 winners and
seven unforced errors.
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Cristiano Ronaldo will
remain at Juventus, coach

Massimiliano Allegri insisted
on Saturday, saying he had
received assurances from the
Portugal star dispelling
rumours of a possible return to
Real Madrid.

“Let’s clarify this issue,
Ronaldo told me that he’s stay-
ing,” Allegri said in response to
numerous questions
on Ronaldo’s form
and mindset
ahead of Sunday’s
Serie A opener at
Udinese.

“He has always
trained well and has
always been avail-
able. I’ve read
rumours in the
papers, but he
never wanted to
leave Juventus.”

Italy’s top scor-
er last season with
29 goals was absent
for Juve’s final warm-
up against the club’s
youngsters on
Thursday, but
Allegri said he was
ready to play in
what will be his
fourth and final
season of his

contract.
Allegri’s comments follow

the 36-year-old’s own rejection
of reports he was angling for a
return to Madrid under Carlo
Ancelotti, calling such talk
“disrespectful”.

Since moving to Juve in
2018, Ronaldo has won two
Serie A titles and one Italian
Cup, but has not brought the
European glory the Italian club
craves.

Allegri has returned to
manage the club after a two
year absence following the fail-
ure of Pirlo’s regime which saw
Juve let go of the league title
for the first time since 2012.

“Like every year, we are
out to win every compe-

tition,” said Allegri,
who won five

Scudettos with Juve
from 2015 to 2019.

“We’ll take
things one step
at a time and try
to win our first
match at
Udine.

“It’s going
to be a finely

fought season and
you can’t have peaks
at 100 and then 30,
better to have a
cruising speed of
80 to 90.”
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Kylian Mbappe and Angel di
Maria were both among

the scorers as a Paris Saint-
Germain side missing both
Lionel Messi and Neymar won
4-2 away at Brest on Friday to
make it three wins out of three
this season in Ligue 1.

Ander Herrera and Idrissa
Gana Gueye also found the net
for the capital side as they
moved ominously on to nine
points from a possible nine and
clear at the top of the fledgling
French table with a second con-
secutive 4-2 victory.

The full house of 15,000 in
Brittany were denied the chance
to see Messi make his PSG
debut after the Argentine was
left out of the squad as he con-
tinues to build up his fitness.

Neymar, who like Messi
returned to training late after
going all the way to the final of
the Copa America last month,
was also left out but PSG once
again showed that they have lit-
tle trouble finding the net and
winning without the two super-
stars.

However, once again their
defending left a lot to be
desired and will have given
coach Mauricio Pochettino
food for thought with a num-
ber of players still waiting on
the sidelines.

“I prefer to win, but if I
could choose a result I would
prefer to win without conced-
ing a goal,” Pochettino said.

“We have lots of star names

but we need to build a team,
that is the challenge. It won’t be
easy because we need to find a
balance among all the talented
players we have. It will take
time.”

DONNA ON THE BENCH
Italy’s Euro 2020 goalkeep-

ing hero Gianluigi
Donnarumma appeared in the
squad for the first time since his
arrival from AC Milan but
was left on the bench as Keylor
Navas started in goal.

Donnarumma’s fellow
European champion, Marco
Verratti, did play for the first
time this season in midfield but
skipper Marquinhos was still
missing.

MONACO LOSE AGAIN
Monaco’s slow start to the

Ligue 1 season continued on
Saturday as the principality
side went down 2-0 at home to
Lens as both sides finished with
10 men.

Niko Kovac’s Monaco came
into this campaign with high
hopes after finishing third last
season, but second-half goals by
Cameroonian forward Ignatius
Ganago and substitute Simon
Banza gave Lens the victory at
the Stade Louis II.

Monaco, who had Russian
international Aleksandr
Golovin sent off late on, have
picked up just one point from
their opening three Ligue 1
matches and lie eight points
behind leaders Paris Saint-
Germain.
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Agoal remained elusive for
Bengaluru FC despite a

late onslaught as they played
out a 0-0 draw with
Bashundhara Kings of
Bangladesh to be virtually out
of contention for a knock-out
berth in the AFC Cup here on
Saturday.

Bengaluru thought they
had scored the decisive goal in
the 74th minute only to see
Alan Henrique Costa’s header
hit the crossbar in their second
Group D match.

With just one point from
two matches, the Sunil
Chhetri-led team is out of
equation for a spot in the
knock-out stage with only the
group winners making the
grade.

Bashundhara, on four
points now, should thank their
goalkeeper Anisur Rahman for
making a series of saves late in
the match to help the

Bangladesh Premier League
champions earn a potentially
crucial draw.

In a match where both

sides had enough chances to
claim all three points, Rahman
and his Bengaluru opposite
Gurpreet Singh Sandhu both

proved unbeatable, with
Bashundhara’s share of the
spoils proving far more valu-
able in the group standings.
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Rome: Roma head coach Jose
Mourinho said on Saturday
that the ‘Giallorossi’ will always
step onto the pitch with the
intention of trying to win,
despite acknowledging that it
will take time to put the club
back among European elite.

Mourinho is back in
Italian football a little more
than a decade after leading
Inter Milan to a treble of
Italian titles and is hoping that
his new club’s relatively mod-
est activity in the summer
transfer window will improve
Roma’s fortunes.

23 year-old England strik-
er Tammy Abraham is the
stand-out signing for Roma —
he joined from one of
Mourinho’s former clubs
Chelsea for Euros 40 million.

Roma finished seventh in
Serie A last season, 29 points
behind champions Inter
Milan.

The club have not won a
trophy since their Copa Italia
success of 2008.

Roma open their 2021-22
Serie A season with a home
game against Fiorentina on
Sunday.  AP
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Borussia Dortmund slumped
to a shock 2-1 defeat at

Freiburg on Saturday as star
striker Erling Braut Haaland
drew a rare Bundesliga blank.

This is the first time
Dortmund have lost to
Freiburg in Germany’s top
flight for 11 years with
Saturday’s setback coming just
four days after losing 3-1 to
Bayern Munich in the German
Super Cup.

Freiburg raced into the
lead when dead-ball expert
Vincenzo Grifo blasted in a
superb free-kick after just six
minutes.

Dortmund thrashed
Eintracht Frankfurt 5-2 last
Saturday on the
opening weekend,
but the visitors’
defensive frailties
emerged again
having been a
problem last sea-
son.

After England midfielder
Jude Bellingham lost the ball,
Freiburg forward Roland Sallai
was left unmarked to smash
home his shot as the hosts
doubled their lead on 53 min-
utes.

Bellingham made amends
by pressuring the defence with
a strong run which caused
Freiburg midfielder Yannik
Keitel to put the ball into his
own net with half an hour to go.

Leipzig: Jesse Marsch celebrat-
ed his first Bundesliga win in
charge of RB Leipzig in a bat-
tle of the US coaches on Friday
night, as his side cruised to a
4-0 victory over Pellegrino
Matarazzo’s VfB Stuttgart.

Victory over Matarazzo’s
Stuttgart side was a welcome
boost for new Leipzig boss
Marsch, in the first ever clash
between two American coach-
es in the Bundesliga.

Hungarian midfielder
Dominik Szoboszlai scored
brilliant long-range goals either
side of half-time as Leipzig
bounced back from a disap-
pointing opening day loss to
Mainz last week.

Marsch’s side put on a furi-
ous attacking display in the
first half, chalking up 12 shots
on goal before they finally
broke Stuttgart’s defences on 38

minutes.
The goal was worth wait-

ing for, as new signing
Szoboszlai smashed the ball
into the bottom corner from
outside the area to open his
Bundesliga account.

Emil Forsberg doubled
the lead straight from the
kick-off in the second half,
flicking the ball over the goal-
keeper after a brilliant backheel
assist from Andre Silva.

Szoboszlai made it 3-0
almost by accident a few min-
utes later. His fizzing free-kick
was intended as a cross, but
sailed into the bottom corner
without anyone else getting a
touch.

Silva then also scored his
first goal for Leipzig, coolly
converted from the penalty
spot after a hotly disputed
handball decision. AFP
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Real Madrid coach Carlo
Ancelotti again batted away

questions about rumoured
galactico signings and told his
pre-match press conference on
Saturday that he was happy
working with the stars he had.

Real won 4-1 away to
Alaves on the opening weekend
of La Liga and on Sunday visit
Levante, who drew their open-
er at Cadiz.

But many of the questions
he faced were about potential
signings. After a while even
Ancelotti began to lose
patience.

“These are personnel
issues, I don’t have to talk
about it here,” he said.

Ancelotti dismissed a ques-
tion about the possible return
of Cristiano Ronaldo, with
whom the coach won the
Champions League and Club
World Cup in a first stint at
Real.

“The subject is finished,”
Ancelotti said. “We look for-
ward. Everyone at Real Madrid
loves CR7. I love him even
more, because CR7 has helped
me win a lot of the titles I have
won.”

Ancelotti sidestepped a
question on whether Kylian
Mbappe might be arriving
from Paris Saint-Germain.

“I don’t know, really,” the
Italian said. “It doesn’t matter
to me. I have a very good
squad, strong. I want to coach
it. I’m very happy. I’m focused

on the team I have.”
One question took a differ-

ent tack, asking if the Real play-
ers were discussing Mbappe in
the dressing room.

“The atmosphere in the
dressing room is very good,”
Ancelotti said. “The players are
motivated, focused on their
work, on the games. They don’t
talk about the mercato, they
only talk about the games we
have to play.”

“This squad, as it is, can
compete for everything. We
have very big stars here,” he
said, naming Thibaut Courtois,
Dani Carvajal, Nacho, David
Alaba, Karim Benzema, Gareth
Bale, Eden Hazard. “This squad
is full of stars.”

But, he added, “the stars
have to work together. Stars
alone are stars. If they work
together, they win titles.”

“If a player arrives at Real
Madrid it is because he has
technical and physical quality,”
Ancelotti added. “The great

player shows himself because
he has the character, the per-
sonality of not being afraid.”

Ancelotti said Toni Kroos
and Luka Modric would be
absent, injured, at Levante
while Carvajal would return.

“We want to repeat the
game we played against Alaves,”
Ancelotti said “It’s clear that we
have to play a better first half,
try to play with more intensi-
ty, more speed with the ball.”

CÁDIZ DRAWS 1-1 
Álvaro Negredo’s retaken

penalty and Jeremías Ledesma’s
key save saw Cádiz secure a 1-
1 draw at Real Betis in the
Spanish league.

The match on Friday was
the first with fans at Seville’s
Benito Villamarín Stadium
since the start of pandemic
restrictions. Some 23,000 spec-
tators were allowed to attend
the match, 40 per cent of
capacity as set by health author-
ities.
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Lucknow: Putting an end to
internal fighting, the All-India
Chess Federation and the
breakaway Chess Association
of India on Saturday
announced that they have
merged into one single entity
to administer the sport in the
country.

Players and administra-
tors welcomed the move and
said it would pave way for the
development of the sport.

AICF president Sanjay
Kapoor said that the warring
factions, not only at the nation-
al level but also in various
states, have now come togeth-
er under the umbrella of the
federation.

“I have personally had sev-
eral rounds of talks with all the
stakeholders and have brought
everybody on the same plat-
form for the development of
chess and all the chess players

in the country,” Kapoor was
quoted as saying in a press
release.

“Like other federations, we
too are struggling to organise
our annual events and cham-
pionships due to the Covid
pandemic and could not afford
to let our internal differences
derail the sport even more,” he
added.

AICF secretary Bharat
Singh Chauhan said, “Once we
formed the new body, one of
our first goals was to address all
the concerns of every member
and bring everybody together
for the sake of the sport.”

Apart from the wrangling
at the national level, chess has
suffered a great deal in Uttar
Pradesh too, with two different
bodies — UP Chess
Association and UP Chess
Sports Association — at logger-
heads in the state. PTI
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Jack Grealish scored his first goal for
Manchester City as the Premier
League champions thrashed

Norwich 5-0, while title rivals Liverpool
extended their perfect start with a 2-0
victory against Burnley on Saturday.

Grealish marked his home debut
following his British record £100 mil-
lion ($136 million) move from Aston
Villa with a close-range effort to dou-
ble City’s lead in the first half.

Tim Krul’s own goal had given City
the lead at the Etihad Stadium.

Aymeric Laporte, Raheem Sterling
and Riyad Mahrez netted in the second
half to ensure City bounced back from
last weekend’s defeat at Tottenham.

City had been beaten in both of
Grealish’s previous appearances, losing
the Community Shield against Leicester
and then slumping in their Premier
League opener.

But Grealish’s first goal
since January helped

show Pep
Guardiola’s side they can
cope without Harry Kane if
their prolonged pursuit of the
Tottenham striker ends in failure.

With the injured Kevin De
Bruyne absent for City, Gabriel
Jesus, Bernardo Silva and Laporte
all started amid reports they are
looking to leave after growing
unhappy with their reduced roles last
season.

Jesus took the chance to remind
Guardiola of his qualities with a vir-
tuoso display.

It was the Brazilian forward’s
volleyed cross in the seventh minute
that brought City’s opener.

Grant Hanley attempted to clear
but instead hit Norwich goalkeeper
Krul as the ball looped into the net.

Grealish got off the mark in
slightly fortuitous fashion in the

22nd minute.
Jesus’s cross reached Grealish at the

far post and bounced in off the England
midfielder.

Laporte scored in the 64th minute
with a close-range finish after Norwich
failed to clear a corner.

Jesus provided his third assist of the
afternoon as Sterling tapped in after 71
minutes before Mahrez grabbed City’s
fifth with a simple finish in the 84th
minute.

At Anfield, Liverpool earned a sec-
ond successive wins thanks to goals
from Diogo Jota and Sadio Mane, but
Reds boss Jurgen Klopp was angry with
Burnley’s aggressive tackling.

Jota scored Liverpool’s first goal in
the 3-0 win at Norwich last weekend

and the

Portugal forward gave Klopp’s men the
lead again with an 18th minute head-
er from Kostas Tsimikas’ cross.

‘TOO DANGEROUS’
Senegal winger Mane
opened his account

for the season
in the 69th

minute.

T e e n a g e
midfielder Harvey Elliott,

making his first Premier League start,
picked out Trent Alexander-Arnold and
the defender’s deft pass to Mane was
slammed past Nick Pope from 12
yards.

However, Klopp was frustrated
that Sean Dyche’s side, renowned for
their physical approach, were able to get
away with some thunderous
challenges due to lenient referee-
ing.

“You saw these challenges of
(Ashley) Barnes and (Chris)
Wood on Virgil (Van Dijk) and
Joel (Matip),” Klopp said.

“I am not 100 per cent sure
if we are going in the right
direction with these decisions, if
we go 10 years back.

“It is too dangerous. It is just hard.
The rules are how they are but you can-

not defend these situations.”
Raphinha’s rocket rescued Leeds in

their 2-2 draw against Everton at
Elland Road.

Dominic Calvert-Lewin put
Everton ahead in the 30th minute, con-
verting a penalty after Liam Cooper’s
challenge on the England striker.

Mateusz Klich hauled Leeds level
four minutes before half-time with a
composed finish from just inside the
area.

Demarai Gray restored Everton’s
lead in the 50th minute as the winger
drilled home for his first goal since
signing from Bayer Leverkusen in the
close-season.

But Leeds equalised through a
blistering strike from Brazilian winger
Raphinha in the 72nd minute.

Danny Ings scored a spectacular
bicycle kick as Aston Villa beat
Newcastle 2-0 to claim their first win
of the season.

Former Southampton striker Ings’
moment of magic came in
first-half stoppage-time, mak-
ing it two goals in as many
appearances for his new club.

Anwar El Ghazi got Villa’s
second from the penalty spot
after Jamal Lascelles handled
in the 62nd minute.

Patrick Vieira is still wait-
ing for his first win as Crystal

Palace manager after a 0-0 draw against
Brentford in the first meeting between
the London clubs for 44 years.

@�A/�@�%�/�-/�% Ancelotti ‘focused’ on current team
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�What is Chutzpah about?
The show is about today’s life and how reality is totally

different from the virtual world. Today, everybody is living a
dual life — one that is real and the other is virtual (social media).
The series is interesting because it talks about the duality of
life especially in the cyber world. The storyline is different and
something that people would love to watch since it will def-
initely resonate with the young people of today.
�What’s your role?

I play Kevin. He is a social media influencer; in other words
he is a small social media star. But through the course of the
story and as the story progresses, he becomes a much bigger
star. And as times change, how people’s perception around him
changes and how he does things that he is not supposed to

do. But this changes his cyber status. Through the charac-
ter, it shows how our real lives and our identities in the

cyber space are so inter-connected. 
�What made you say to an OTT project?

Kevin is such a brilliant character. He is
many things; he is funny and does crazy

things. He is so different from people one
would see. There is no reference for

Kevin in any of the shows or movies
that one would have seen. Those
who are following the show will
know that Kevin is extremely
crazy and is ready to do anything
just to entertain his followers and
to get more people to follow him.
Playing him has been interest-
ing since it is such a whacky
character.
�Was it tough to identify
with such a role?

Not really. When I read the
script for the first time, I could
identify with the role — Kevin’s
passion and the energy he
exudes. The character is so pas-
sionate about what he does that
makes him so human. He is
passionate about his work,
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Eco-friendly rakhi: The eco-
friendly rakhi is made of edible colors,
handmade paper and tulsi seeds. Instead
of use and throw, My Pooja Box
believes in use and grow! Let’s make
Rakhi a sustainable festival by con-
tributing to a cleaner, greener and hap-

pier environment. 
This eco friendly rakhi box con-

tains: 1 Plantable Rakhi, 1 Coconut
Husk Planter, 1 Coco Peat Disk, 1 Mini
Plantable Pencil, Roli & Chawal packed
in cork capsules, Reusable Recycled Box,
Handwritten note to your brother

Lapis Lazuli rakhi: It is believed
that Lapis lazuli protects from a person
from evil and makes the person brave.
Lapis Lazuli is a gemstone for the peo-
ple born in the month of February to
bring intense wisdom in their lives.
Value of this gemstone increases with
more detailed flecks of balck and
brown color.
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friends, the people around him who identify with him. But
his life is all about social media. But, in real life I am not that
person. Sometimes, weeks pass before I even manage to post
anything. My friends tell me that I need to be more active. With
Kevin, it is just the opposite. He posts six-seven times and then
calls his friends and asks them to like, share and comment.
�How did writing happen?

My journey started from theatre in Delhi. I used to write
my plays and then enact them with my friends at various places
in the city. There was a play that I had written, Mad, Madder,
Maddest. It is very close to my heart and wanted to make a
movie on it. I adapted it in a script and came to Mumbai. It
was immediately taken over by Rakeysh Omprakash Mehra,
who titled it Teen They Bhai. That is how it all started. As a
theatre artist, you do everything — be a writer, actor and direc-
tor. I have always been an actor and done short films and do
a full-length movie takes time.
�How important is to live in reality?

For me, it is important that I meet people face-to-face. But
I have met so many people who live only in the virtual world
They are sacrificing so much just to be relevant on social media.
But this is very exhausting for me to centre my life around it. 
�How is writing for theatre different from a screenplay?

There are many. In theatre, the ideas are big but you have
limited means and need you restrict yourself to the stage. There
are financial constrains that limit you; you have to think with-
in a narrow framework that has to fit the stage. Your scope of
imagination is huge when it comes to films. You can let things
run wild. In movies, you have to think of lot of locations and
take the viewers quickly in and out of a scene. Theatre does-
n’t allow this luxury.
�Are you still associated with theatre?

No, unfortunately I am no longer associated with it. It has
been a very long time since I was on stage. 
�How would you describe yourself — writer or actor?

I would say I am both. The writer and the actor compli-
ment each other. When I write I inact the dialogues as well.
When I am acting and read the script, I learn from them.
�What are your upcoming projects?

There are two movies for which I have written the script.
Now that Chutzpah has released, I am getting many offers that
I am now considering. 
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Kohgem, a light-weight dia-
mond jewellery brand born

from the House of Kohinoor,
unveils a classy collection of elu-
sive fine jewels, Delicate
Delights, this Rakshabandhan.
Perfect daily-wear precious
giftables in endearing designs
that are certain to remind
your sister of your support all
day long, should most cer-
tainly be the choice for pam-
pering her this year.

Delicate Delights by
Kohgem are the small won-
ders of beauty that are sure
to leave a spellbinding
upshot. Enrapturing the

senses with light weight
rings, dainty neckpieces and
airy earrings, the collection
is a must-have in every mod-
ern jewellery box to make a
subtle yet strong style-state-
ment. Very girly, yet super
classy, the collection is fit for
women of all age groups.
Crafted with gold and dia-
monds of superior grade,
each bauble in the assort-
ment is of top quality &
anything but tenuous. 

Price: on request
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This Rakshabandhan, give your
siblings the gift of premium

flavours, freshness, and boun-
tiful good health with Vahdam
India’s thoughtful gift collection.
Break the chain of regular sweet
boxes and monotonous gifting
options and opt to shower love
with a gift of a box of good health
and stronger immunity sourced

directly from
plantations,mixed with 100

percent natural, native
Indian spices, herbs, and

other ingredients. 
Vahdam Teas brings

you an impressive range
of exquisite gifts and assort-

ments which will not only
leave a lasting impression on your brother

or sister, but also motivate them to continue
on the path of healthy life. 
Price: �499 onwards

There’s more to Raksha
Bandhan than just tying

rakhis. It’s also about stepping
back into childhood and cel-
ebrating moments of nostalgia.
What better option than gift-
ing chocolates and reliving the
childhood memories?  The
Smoor Rakshabandhan

chocolate bar is specially
designed to add more sweet-
ness to your sibling and your
special day. 

A special rakhi enclosed
with each chocolate to make
the celebration complete.
Available on smoor.in and at
Amazon and Flipkart. 
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This Rakshabandhan, The
Body Shop, UK’s iconic

beauty brand, brings forth a
range of pampering gifting
options for siblings.
Extending a blissful oppor-
tunity to exchange indul-
gent beauty gifts and enjoy a
guilt-free, efficacious & eth-
ical experience, The Body
Shop is the perfect one stop
shop for men and women
alike. 

Choose the best for your
brother or sister with fasci-
nating and beautifully craft-
ed gift hampers comprising
of collections & ingredients

from around the world such
as British Rose, Almond
Milk and Honey, Strawberry,
Shea Butter, Cactus Blossom,
Moringa, Argan just to name
a few. Also customise your
preferred hamper with the
store experts to satiate your
sibling’s fancy. 

Price: �700 onwards
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Embracing novel jewellery
trends in form of daily

wear statements, RK Jewellers
South Ex-2 presents
Simpatico, the collection
features the fresh chain
link bracelets to
cute motifs such
as star, moon,
butterflies and
birds, daily wear
statement rings & minimal
necklaces along with elegant
everyday earrings, in glisten-
ing diamonds and striking
gemstones. 

The unspoken love and
rather contrary daily expres-

sion of affection only solidi-
fies the relationship of every
sibling duo. Then there
comes a day where the mutu-

al fondness is celebrated
with splendor honor-

ing the broth-
er-sister rela-

tion. Simpatico
is the spellbind-
ing expression of

the love and care that a
brother holds in his heart for
his darling sister. An elite col-
lection of exclusive & grace-
ful jewellery gifting options
that are classics yet equally
trendy. 

Make this
Rakshabandhan

celebration explicitly
love-laden by bring-
ing home for your
brother, this top
trending sleek, rakhi
combo gift set by
Alberto Torresi. This
gift combo set comes
with a classic leather
wallet and a belt made of
exclusive high-quality gen-
uine leather and a stunner

pair of round toe formal
loafer with metal accent.
Price: �4,000 onwards
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Have a sister who likes
nothing but make-up as

a gift. Anastasia Beverly Hills
is here to your rescue. It
unleashes yet another master
brow product — Brow Pen,
the super-fine-tipped detailing
pen that creates natural-look-
ing brow hairs.

This easy-to-apply pen
adds dimension and defines
the brow shape, with its water-
proof formula that glides on

effortlessly with a feather-light
feel. With just a few flicks of a
wrist, it can transform sad,
sparse brows into full, thick,
and perfectly defined arches.
Available in three shades that
are true to colour with a wide
range of cool and warm under-
tones, Anastasia Beverly Hills
Brow Pen easily builds dimen-
sion by micro-stroking in areas
you want more fullness. 

Price: �2,489

If your sibling is a person who loves to
take care of their hair and nails then
biotin is the best gift for them. Biotin

is one of the B complex vitamins that helps
the body to convert into energy and is also
known as vitamin H. It is observed that
biotin keeps your eyes, hair, skin, nervous
system and liver healthy. It is also a vital
nutrient during pregnancy as it plays a vital
role in embryonic growth. Most people get
their daily intake of biotin from food like
cooked eggs, peanuts, soybeans, brewer’s
yeast and walnuts etc., but there have been many claims
that including more biotin in your diet can promote healthy
skin, hair, and nails. Price: �499
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Rakhi, the strings that tie a
brother and sister’s

unbreakable bond of love and
protection. This season, Izhaar
comes with the finest collec-
tion to make the occasion
even more extraordinary with
authentic rakhi gift hampers
for your precious ones. Curate
a personalised box of love for
your dear brother or sister, and
Izhaar will deliver to their
doorstep, a gift always to reck-
on with. Right from wooden
carved boxes to luxury leather
boxes, Izhaar has it all!
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Make your sister experience
beauty inspired by nature with

the Kiko Milano Green Me Line this
festive season. Calling on the power
of natural actives including jojoba
oil, shea butter and organic Argan
oil for their hydrating, nourishing
and enriching effects, the collection

introduces new products and new
shades. 

Delivering natural looks with no
compromise on performance, the
green line up is also as good to the
earth as it is to your skin, with each
and every product available in recy-
cled or recyclable packaging to min-
imise environmental impact — A
Made in Italy set to be loved every-
where.
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Relationships are significant to all of us
as the quality of our lives is defined
by the people we surround ourselves
with. Everything, from anxiety to the
likelihood of obesity and stress, pass-

es through our relationships and network. So,
what is this secret ingredient of a good relation-
ship? It’s what you place in your heart — your
feelings and your love for someone else. When
you take away all the other things like trust and
commitment, feelings are the final piece in mak-
ing a relationship strong. Emotional mastery,
clarity of expression, conflict resolution skills
and vulnerability are key features in building
deep connections.

While there are many bonds that one builds
and nurtures in life but there’s one that deserves
a special mention today, on the occasion of
Raksha Bandhan, and that’s the one between a
brother and a sister. For most, this bond has
traces of love, anger, hatred, irritation, protec-
tion, comparison, judgment, fights, favours,
secrets, or a combination of these as experienced
during different phases of life. What truly keeps
this connect in place is the deep knowing that
they have one another as a constant in a world
driven by change. The culture, the values while
growing up, the personalities, memories togeth-
er, predictable patterns, sharing and empathy, all
contribute to the quality of this bond.

Deep down, every individual has the need
for love and support and its best when it comes
from the sibling who they know will stand by
their side, no matter what. Also, this is one of the
longest bonds in one’s life and hence cherished
deeply. Interestingly, brotherhood and sisterhood
have one of the strongest impacts in shaping
one’s life and choices, psychologically. The
impact of this relationship echoes through the
rest of our lives. It is as important as the one we
have with our parents.

As we form other bonds in our lives, we
carry forward the impressions and patterns from
these most impactful relationships with our sib-
lings and parents. Relationships add value to our
existence and make life worthwhile. The bonds
that we form with people can be emotional,
intellectual, physical, social, cultural, spiritual,
romantic, intimate, supportive, collaborative, fun
or sometimes toxic/forced.

These bonds can either grow stronger or
wither away; depends on our awareness and if
we are investing a part of us in figuring out how
can we mutually contribute to make the relation-
ship thrive and not just survive?

Over 80% of events, in the current scenario,
with the threat of the third wave lurking around,
are the stories that get us to feel sad, negative,
angry or fearful. The global health crisis, rapidly
shifting economy and our own negative baggage
has had a huge bearing on our relationships.

Relationships between neighbours have
either strengthened or weakened during this
time period depending upon how much hard-
ship has been endured together. Relationships at
work have also witnessed a shift due to pandem-
ic-related stress with supervisors/bosses and sub-
ordinates getting closer owing to their need for
each other. Some relationships at work have
become weaker in cases where one party has
been more demanding while the other is feeling
overwhelmed. Likewise, relationships between

coworkers have strengthened as people find
solace talking about similar experiences with
others who are also struggling. 

Relationships between children and parents
have been impacted at an interpersonal level by
the pandemic because of the drastic changes in
habits and activities during this time period.
Relationships between friends have also trans-
formed for a variety of reasons, though, it’s pos-
sible that they might get closer over time as peo-
ple rely more heavily on one another — just like
relationships at work where supervisors/bosses
may become close with their subordinates who
are working hard to help them out in tough situ-
ations. 

The relationships that are mostly wedged at
an interpersonal level by the pandemic are the
ones with the significant others or spouses.
While there has been support pouring in from
many areas (some of which we didn’t even know
existed), the major steam is being felt in the clos-
est relationships. Research confirms that there
has been a significant rise in separation and
divorce cases in the last year and a half owing to
the unprecedented conditions the pandemic got
us into.

It is normal for relationships to change as
time goes by. Sometimes people grow apart from
each other, move away or die — but during this
difficult time period in history when our world
is changing so rapidly due to the pandemic,
many relationships are altering just because of
what’s going on around us at any given moment
(or day). Some relationships are getting more
intimate than ever before because people need
someone to talk to, while many others are
becoming distant and cold as a result of the
strain on their relationships. The enhanced tur-
moil in relationships in present times is natural
as most people are working from home and are
forced to spend more time with each other than
ever before. The pressure at home and at work is
immense, leading to emotional breakdown,
stress, anger, frustration, fear and anxiety and
invariably the people closest to us, have to face
the brunt of it all.

Relationships are quite important for our
mental health — they help us feel loved and
needed by other people when we’re going
through difficulties in life that might be too
much for us. Relationships give meaning to so
many facets of life and without them there
would only be anxiety-filled days with no relief
from feeling lonely, isolated or just like nobody
really cares about what’s happening around us.

Apart from the uncertainties brought in by
the pandemic, the unhealthy relationship habits
are central to the issue at hand. We often view
our partners as assets instead of someone to
share mutual emotional support with. With a
lack of coping skills and with mismatched expec-
tations on the rise, there is gloom, trauma, nag-
ging, sulking, bickering and chaos in many inti-
mate relationships. Recent research confirms
that in India, the cases of separation, divorce and
domestic violence have shown a stark increase
after the pandemic/lockdown; the increase in
these cases is by about 68%, if not more.

Relationships at work may also change
depending on how much stress you are under.
Relationships between significant others can
always change over time for a variety of reasons,

whether the relationship is going through diffi-
cult times or not — but it’s possible that relation-
ships get stronger with people relying more
heavily on each other as they go through tough
times together. The relationship dynamics need
to be based more on healthy giving and receiv-
ing instead of controlling and hurting. Love,
compassion, appreciation, gratitude and authen-
ticity go a long way in building a strong founda-
tion in any relationship.

With a rise in strained relationships, it is
imperative we focus on taking responsibility and
nurturing relationships instead of allowing it all
to collapse. Even when times change, the one
inherent thing we all look for is love and accep-
tance. It is pertinent to work on our own triggers
and our own relationship with self, in order to be
available for others who we are in relationship
with. Some ways in which we can make the rela-
tionships more about “us” and “our” instead of
“you” or “me” are:
��SELF-REFLECTION: Take time and reflect
on your emotional triggers from a particular
moment, before you lash out on your partner or
significant other. Often, we feel upset over the
stories we create in our head based on assump-
tions, judgements, comparisons and previous
points of reference instead of the actual event.
Quit the blame game and process your emotions
before you express or respond to others.
��SET BOUNDARIES: Be authentic and use
effective yet respectful communication to ask for
space when you are looking for ‘me-time’. Stick
to the boundaries you set and respect others’
boundaries too. Learn not to overcommit, help
when you can and say no to things you can’t take
up. These help in setting the right expectations
and help in cultivating healthy relationships.
��SPEND TIME TOGETHER: Cement your
connection through tasks, activities, rituals and
experiences that you can do together. On days
you don’t find enough time, find small happy
moments for connection — it could be eating
meals together or even going to bed at the same
time. Make your relationship a priority by
spending quality time together while keeping all
other tasks and even cellphones away. Research
shows that around 52% of people complain
about their partners being distracted by their
cellphones while conversing with them. Be
mindful of the same, offer deep commitment
and truly be present in the moment with your
loved ones.
��LISTEN TO ‘CONNECT’ AND NOT TO
‘CONTROL’: Whether it is difficult unwarranted
behavior or erratic emotions, listen to your part-
ner in order to connect, understand and to hold
the space for them by being present. Listening to
others and then bombarding them with forced
suggestions, ‘right and wrong’ judgements, sar-
casm, blaming or nagging and exerting control,
lead to a disconnection and the person begins to
hide their true feelings and thoughts. This can
create ripples of fear, anxiety, guilt, shame,
blame, anger, sadness, frustration, impatience
and insensitivity in the relationship as well.
��SHARE, DON’T SUFFER: Often, when
people go through difficult times, they try to
endure it in silence as they try to figure out the
solutions on their own. Whether it is financial
crisis or an emotional one, share it with your
partner; let them know what is happening in

your life instead of suffering and snapping.
Even if they can’t help you, they will be able to
hold a safe space to comfort you as you deci-
pher your way out. This helps in strengthening
trust in relationships and building strong con-
nections.
��BE MINDFUL OF THE LANGUAGE: Your
language, tone and pitch along with the nonver-
bal cues, influence your partner’s response and
behavior. Be mindful of the language you use
with them. Is your language respectful, encour-
aging, uplifting and compassionate? 
��TAKE OWNERSHIP: Every person is differ-
ent in their communication styles, behavior pat-
terns and coping mechanisms. When we truly
accept our imperfections and vulnerabilities, we
operate from the space of true connection and
hence, pave the way for a healing relationship.
Constant justifications, distorting facts, jumping
to conclusions, amplifying the problems, feeling
like a victim, complaining and bickering lead to
emotional confusion that damages the relation-
ship further.
��AVOID COMPARISONS: Develop your
own relationships based on what works for you,
as a couple. Comparisons with other couples are
toxic as they trap us into a lack mindset thereby
causing resentment towards our partner. Practice
gratitude, develop ways to nurture each other,
focus on what’s working instead of what isn’t and
celebrate all big and small moments together.
��AVOID QUESTIONING THE RELATION-
SHIP: Having issues doesn’t mean the relation-
ship itself is a problem. Don’t question your part-
ner’s love or intent as it rips off trust and com-
passion from the relationship. Communicate
your needs and find ways to make things work
in a blissful environment instead of attacking
each other and concluding that nothing will ever
work.
��BE KIND TO YOURSELF: Give yourself
credit for doing the best you can instead of criti-
cising, judging and complaining. Practice self-
compassion and indulge in self-care to keep your
mind rejuvenated. Focus on the big picture —
enabling your relationship to thrive while lead-
ing a healthy and fulfilling life. Build bridges,
don’t burn them.
��SEEK HELP: In case of extreme conflict and
lack of coping skills, seek support from an expert
who can enable you to see things from a clear
perspective, both as individuals as well as a cou-
ple. This helps in building support, clear com-
munication, trust, respect, boundaries and
strengthening relationships. This also con-
tributes to overall physical, mental and emotion-
al wellbeing.

Building healthy relationships may come
with its share of baggage and effort, however, it
is worth it all. Even the most estranged part-
ners can be united through conscious effort
and love as the underlying forces. Use the
‘show, don’t tell’ approach in your relationships
— show the love and care in your actions and
not just your words. Reaffirm commitment,
surprise your partner and most importantly, be
available for them. Our interactions with self
and others influence the quality of our rela-
tionships so focus on the same as you create
loving relationships around.
The writer is a renowned Psychotherapist & the
founder of Gateway of Healing and Life Artistry
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Some 100 years from now, should
ours remain a nation where peo-
ple are able to speak freely, one of
those unanimously extolled
would be Ramachandra Guha.

His is a name that is held in high regard
in liberal circles — a collection which can
broadly be identified by its thirst for
knowledge, emphasis on rationality,
opposition to fundamentalism, and a
desire to stand with the subaltern. Guha
is, in today’s India, one of the most eru-
dite scholars and among the wisest
columnists. He is an intellectual icon in
the eyes of those who are concerned for
democracy and, contrarily, a controversial
figure for those who hold a divergent
view to his idea of India. And sometimes
Guha may himself express opinions that
even those who share his esoteric vision
might not be willing to align with. Yet he
has continued to remain steadfast on his
ideas and ideals — a trait that has earned
him a kind of unparalleled repute that
few can boast of. 

Whether or not one may agree with
his thoughts, Guha’s life and vast career
have continued to inspire generations.
Over the past 35 years of his stellar career,
Guha has written about environment and
equity, of pioneers such as Mahatma
Gandhi and Verrier Elwin, on India’s
political and social dynamics, and several
political essays. And while his popular
image might be that of a sociologist-his-
torian, Guha is also known for his pas-
sion for a game that unites all of Indian
sub-continent — cricket. Though he
could not pursue cricket as a career, Guha
has deftly replaced the willow with the
pen to make an unforgettable contribu-
tion to the sport in his own way. 

Thus his phenomenal body of work
spans everything from the wild forest to
the well-maintained green circle, and how
these have impacted the lives of the hoi
polloi. This, in turn, has been studied,
analysed, reported and debated by several
prominent journalists, sociologists, ecolo-
gists, historians and environmentalists -
all of whom have been directly or indi-
rectly influenced by him and his seminal
works. A Functioning Anarchy? Essays for
Ramachandra Guha brings together a
diverse set of personalities who have thus
been influenced by Guha. The book is a
festschrift that throws as much light on
Guha as it does on his immensely signifi-
cant contribution to democracy and the
wheels on which it rides. It borrows part
of its title from the rather apt comment
on India made over five decades ago by
economist and US envoy to India John
Kenneth Galbraith, who called the coun-
try “a functioning anarchy” — a nation
where everything just falls into place

despite the chaos within. The book is
edited by Nandini Sundar and Srinath
Raghavan, both of whom are themselves
prominent figures in their respective
fields. Through their 12-page introduc-
tion, the editors lucidly set the tone of the
book, give a snapshot for readers, and
provide insightful details about Guha as
well as his influence on contemporaries.
According to the editors, the idea for the
book came from a workshop held in
April 2018 in which renowned scholars
such as Mukul Kesavan, Rudrangshu
Mukherjee and Ghazala Shahabuddin,
among others, discussed Guha’s contribu-
tion in his known fields of scholarship.
While the panel discussions of the work-
shop are not part of the book, A
Functioning Anarchy? can be seen as the
logical next-step in any celebration of
Guha’s cerebral genius.

Divided into four parts, the book
contains 18 essays — five each in the first
two and four each in the last two — by 20
eminent names from scholarly fields
across academia, journalism, and others.
Each of the essays discuss at length the
thoughts that shaped him and the impact
of his work in an area of his research
while adding dimensions to the field
itself. Thus a reader, even if not very well
acquainted with Guha’s work, will not
only understand the scope and signifi-
cance of the scholar’s contribution to the

nation but also gain enormous informa-
tion about topics that must be addressed
if India aims to identify herself as the
torch-bearer of liberal democracy. 

Guha’s first article was on the 1878
Forest Act. Perhaps as an ode to that, the
first part of the book is about environ-
ment and the unsung people who have a
stake in it. The essays in this part are
therefore dedicated to the writings and
works that Guha did in championing the
cause of the environment, such as his
book The Unquiet Woods. Through his
essay, ‘Empire’s Nature in the Garo Hills:
A Microhistory of India’s Environmental
Movements’, Arupjyoti Saikia, a professor
of history at the department of humani-
ties and social sciences, Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Guwahati, presents a
vivid picture of the crucial movement
spearheaded by Garo leader Sonaram
Sangma against the British government’s
unjust policies in the Garo Hills. For
readers, the essay lays the groundwork for
those that follow. Shashank Kela’s essay
looks at forest management in both pre-
and post-colonial India and issues such as
bureaucratic structures and policies that
impact administration of forests in con-
temporary times. While reflecting on
Guha’s thoughts on conservation, Kartik
Shanker and Meera Anna Oommen, in
their essay, ‘The Authoritarian Biologist
Reloaded and Deep Ecology Redux’, draw

attention to large NGOs and biologists,
and their interlinked functioning, which
may not have produced a conservation
effort that can be called inclusive. Amita
Baviskar writes about India’s anti-dam
politics in ‘Nation’s Body, River’s Pulse’
while Brototi Roy and Joan Martinez-
Alier pen a defining narrative, backed by
evidence from the reliable EJAtlas, about
environmental justice movements in the
country in ‘Weaving Our Way through
Environmental Justice Movements in
India’.

The next part is about biographies.
Besides his biography on Gandhi, Guha is
widely hailed for his 1999 book Savaging
the Civilized — which is about Verrier
Elwin, a British anthropologist and con-
temporary of the Mahatma who lived
among the Gond people and worked for
their uplift. Part II thus present stories of
people, some who are lesser-known, who
inspired India through remarkable
achievements in their respective fields.
There is thus the inspiring travels of M.
Lakshmi in the words of A.R.
Venkatachalapathy but at the same time
Dinyar Patel points out in the essay on
Khurshedben Naoroji that Indian biogra-
phy writing has a gender problem.
Prashant Kidambi chronicles the life of
Buttan Singh, the forgotten Indian cham-
pion wrestler of the early 20th century,
and Aditya Balasubramanian presents an

interesting account of Indian free-market
economist and Cold War intellectual B.R.
Shenoy. Of note is Akshaya Mukul’s bril-
liantly written biography of Hindi literary
icon Sachchidananda Hirananda
Vatsyayana, famously known as Agyeya.

If the second part is about notable
people, the third is about how the Indian
democracy was shaped by key events pri-
marily in the first few decades of
Independence. Venu Madhav Govindu
begins this section by presenting the con-
text in which Mahatma Gandhi moved
from Wardha to Sevagram in 1936. A
most significant essay in this part is by
Jahnavi Phalkey. Throwing light on the
diverse set of people, nationalities and
powers that were involved in the develop-
ment of Indian fighter-bomber HF 24
Marut, Phalkey raises thought-provoking
questions on the meaning of self-reliance
through her essay ‘Flights of Freedom’.
On the other hand, Madhav Khosla takes
a look at the Supreme Court and the leg-
islature in the early years of post-
Independence India while Srinath
Raghavan writes about Kashmir’s autono-
my and insurgency with a special lens on
a particularly tumultuous period starting
in 1967 and lasting through the 1980s.

The final part of the book is dedicat-
ed to the man himself. Madhav Gadgil,
with whom Guha collaborated during his
years at the Indian Institute of Science

(IISc) in Bengaluru and with whom he
co-authored This Fissured Land and
Ecology and Equity, writes the first essay
of this section — ‘Ram Guha: A Radical
Progressive’. The widely-excerpted essay
by David Gilmour, ‘The Many Rams of
Ramachandra Guha’, is also part of this
section and so is ‘What Do They Know of
History Who Only History Know?’, the
essay by Suresh Menon which focusses on
the importance of Guha’s book, A Corner
of a Foreign Field. Through ‘The Unquiet
Ram’, Rukun Advani, the editor of many
of Guha’s monumental books including
The Unquiet Woods, not only reveals
delightful snippets about their decades
long association but also charts the devel-
opment of Guha from his college days to
his illustrious standing over the years.

Readers would find that A
Functioning Anarchy? is a discovery of
Guha’s inspiring life and career as much
as it is an intellectual discussion of the
ideas and thoughts that shaped him and
those that were, in turn, shaped by him.
The essays are intelligently selected so as
to give readers a well-rounded informa-
tion about the areas Guha has devoted his
life to. Each is individually informative
and, at the same time, combine to form a
defining narrative about India’s past and
present while keeping the focus on Guha’s
path-breaking efforts in giving a unique
dimension to the historical reading of the
world’s largest democracy.

A journalist, the reviewer has written
on politics, lifestyle and the human condi-

tions

Indian Jews have historically
lived across diverse parts of
the Indian subcontinent over

the centuries without experienc-
ing the sort of antiSemitism that
has been so common in many
other parts of the world- particu-
larly Christian Europe, which
exported its anti-Jewish sensibili-
ties into the Muslim world even-
tually, particularly in the context
of European colonialism and
post-colonialism in the Middle
East, culminating with World
War I and its aftermath. Indeed,
the most obvious exception to
the rule of Jewish experience in
India arrived with the control of
Goa in the early 16th century by
the Portuguese, who brought
with them not only anti-Jewish
feelings but the specifics associ-
ated with the development of the
Spanish and Portuguese
Inquisition that would affect
New Christians suspected of
secretly continuing to practice
Judaism-and continue until the
formal abolition of the
Inquisition authority in 1812.

The general lack of hostility
and persecution may be under-
stood in part as a cultural phe-
nomenon, but also as a function
of the nature of Hinduism, by far
the dominant religion across
India, and its embrace of diverse
perspectives regarding how,
specifically, one might under-
stand and address divinity.
Within the singularity of
Brahman-Being-what we term
‘Hinduism’ recognizes a nearly

infinite possibility for divine
manifestations: Brahma, Vishnu,
Shiva, Devi, Krishna (and many
other more minor figures) are
both separate from each other
and all understood to be part of
each other and subsumed into a
singularity that is Brahman.

Indian Jews are-obviously, by
definition-both Indian and
Jewish. As such, in the broadest
of senses, they are part of two
interwoven historical and geo-
graphical continua, each with its
own unique features. India is not
only a vast country with dynam-
ic contrasts between its towering
mountains and its coastal low-
lands and all that lies between. It
is historically complex in terms

of ethnicity, religion, culture and
language.

To begin with, its native
Dravidian population was largely
pushed to its southern climes
with the arrival and expansion of
the IndoEuropeans around 4,500
years ago. Among other things,
this means not only that Indians
fall into two very broadly differ-
ent ethnic groups, but that,
whereas the country is overrun
by scores of different languages-
23 ‘official’ languages, today, just
for starters-these languages also
fall into at least two very differ-
ent families or categories. Thus
languages like Hindi, Bengali,
and Marathi are ultimately relat-
ed Indo-Aryan members of the

greater Indo-European family,
and are largely derived from
Vedic and Sanskrit (earlier and
somewhat later versions of a
branch of the far-flung Indo-
European language family that
encompasses languages from
extinct Tocharian in what is now
China, eastward, to Portuguese,
English, and Icelandic, at the
western edges of the Eurasian
continent).

Conversely, languages like
Tamil, Kannada, and Malayalam
with an ancestry in Tamil, are
part of the more geographically
concentrated family of Dravidian
languages. This is apart from
smaller groups of AfroAsiatic
and Sino-Tibetan languages-and

some in the Himalayas that are
still not classified. There are,
overall, perhaps 415 different
languages spoken in India.

India is as diverse religiously
as it is linguistically. It is, as most
people are aware, the country in
which Hinduism was born-in
fact the word ‘Hindu’ refers to
the place, India, not to the form
of faith. However, and more to
the point, ‘Hinduism’ is also a
misnomer in being used as if
there is a monolithic form of
faith that goes by that name, just
as it is often misunderstood to be
polytheistic: there are, after all,
any number of gods and god-
desses, it would seem, that occu-
py its pantheon. In truth, (to

repeat), an Indian who is part of
this spiritual tradition under-
stands all of these ‘gods’ and
‘goddesses’ to be particularized
manifestations of a single god of
Being.

Thus ‘Hinduism’ may be
understood by Westerners as a
more complex version, in a
sense, of Christianity in its
understanding of God as triune,
for instead of a threefold,
Father/Son/Holy Spirit
Godhead, ‘Hinduism’ offers a
poly-une Brahman (Being)
expressed as Brahma, Vishnu,
Siva, Devi, and others. So one is
typically a Saivite, say, or a
Vaishnavite, believing that Siva
or Vishnu represents the con-
summate expression of God, but
embracing the legitimacy of
other expressions, as well.
Moreover, among the 10 avatars

assumed by Vishnu over history,
one of them is as a dark-skinned
(blue or black) anthropomorph,
Krishna, and over time, a grow-
ing community of Krishna’s fol-
lowers or Krishnaites views him
as the consummate manifesta-
tion of God-not as an avatar of
Vishnu: on the contrary, Vishnu
is viewed as a manifestation of
Krishna.

Excerpted with permission
from Growing up Jewish in

India: Synagogues, Customs, and
Communities from the Bene

Israel to the Art of Siona
Benjamin, edited by Ori Z. Soltes.

Published by Niyogi 
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As the temperature keeps

rising due to spike in var-
ious greenhouse gases, floods,
wildfires and extreme winds
have battered many parts of the
world in the last six months. 

The recent devastation
caused by floods in Germany
resulted in the loss of 160
lives, whereas more than 50
people died after massive inun-
dation swept through the cen-
tral Chinese province of Henan
— a province unlucky to
receive a year’s worth of rain-
fall in just three days. 

Communities around the
world have been devastated by
heat waves, droughts, hurri-
canes and wildfires so extreme
that they cannot be explained
by any rational model of nat-
ural variability.

In fact, the recent findings
of the UN-convened
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change report are
extremely bleak but shouldn’t
be particularly surprising for
anyone paying attention to the
research published in the inter-
vening years. 

According to Georgia Tech
climate scientist Kim Cobb,
one of the lead authors of the
IPCC report, “The signals are
just leaping out of the noise.”

What’s causing these 
harmful changes?

It’s mainly us.
We homo sapiens are the

ones to blame for the emission
of greenhouse gases, causing 
average temperatures to rise
worldwide. 

Every year, countless fac-
tories, power plants and vehi-
cles running on fossil fuels
pump tens of billions of tonnes
of carbon dioxide into our
atmosphere, trapping solar
radiation that further 
increases temperatures around
the globe.

The global warming trend
is increasingly disrupting our
climate. In fact, due to this
trend, the earth has already
warmed by about 1 degree
Celsius, or 1.8 degrees
Fahrenheit, since the pre-
industrial days. If it continues
like this, we are on our way
toward 1.5 degrees C (2.7 F)
rise by as early as 2030.

Therefore, the next decade
is going to be decisive in deter-
mining the future for our plan-
et when it comes to climate and
biodiversity. A warmer world -
even by a half-degree Celsius -
has more evaporation, leading
to more water in the atmos-
phere. Such changing condi-

tions put our agriculture,
health, water supply and ecol-
ogy at risk.

How do we slow the pace 
of climate change?

We are witnessing these
terrifying devastations because
politicians and business lead-
ers of different nations have
failed to appreciate the risks
involved in massively interfer-
ing with the make-up of our
atmosphere and to initiate
time-bound measures to limit
the damage. As a result, the
world right now is facing a cli-
mate catastrophe with little
time left to act to counter 
the threat.

The series of catastrophes
witnessed right across the globe
makes a very strong case for
world leaders to apply the
same sense of urgency to the
challenge of climate change as
they have done while dealing
with the global pandemic. 

The world leaders need to
make sure that all fossil fuel
corporations make immediate
commitments to curb green-
house gas emissions and set
aggressive dates by which they
will ensure that their entire
operations and end-to-end
supply chain are carbon 

neutral.
Combating rising global

temperatures will require a
systemic change from the
boardroom to the marketing
department. From participat-
ing constructively in environ-
mental policy and legislation to
investing in research on carbon
abatement and alternative ener-
gy technologies, companies
should restructure their busi-
nesses around the bitter reali-
ty of climate change.

In recognition of their his-
torical culpability, fossil fuel
companies should also pay
reparations to the marginalised
communities around the world
that are currently most 
affected and least able to afford
the catastrophic costs of 
climate change.

Beyond the unsustainable
scarcity model of capitalism

There is a compelling case
to revisit the scarcity model
propagated by capitalism in the
last century or so. Most defin-
itions of mainstream econom-
ics revolve around the “efficient
allocation of scarce resources”.
The answer to scarcity coupled
with people’s presumed desire
for more is what has kept pro-
duction in perpetual motion. 

Not surprisingly, the guid-
ing north star for success, of
both policymakers and econo-
mists around the world, is a
crude metric — GDP — 
that does nothing but 
indiscriminately measure the
final output, irrespective of
whether it’s good or bad,
whether it creates well-being or
inequality.

This unabated creation of
wealth, however, came, and
continues to come, at a huge
cost — powered by fossil fuels.
It is both depleting and burn-
ing up the planet. Growth,
expansion, development — the
struggle to conquer scarcity
both gave and took in large
measure from those who pop-
ulated our land. Perhaps it’s
finally time to count all the
damages that we did on our
way to create more wealth.

We are living in a modern
world where we no longer
need more. In order to create
prosperity for all, what we
need instead is a better and
fairer distribution of resources.
And yet, our dominant eco-
nomic systems continue to fol-
low colonial methods of
exploitation while perpetuating
irreversible environmental
damages along with an unequal

generation of wealth. 
The paradox is we are still

teaching our brightest minds in
simplistic economic models
about the efficient allocation of
scarce resources, rather than in
how to sustainably build the
good life based on an abun-
dance of knowledge and
resources.

The way forward
In The Value of Everything

(2019), the economist Mariana
Mazzucato points to an under-
lying flaw in thinking: “Until
now, we have confused price
with value”. 

Economists and policy-
makers have created a system
disconnected from the real
world that privileges market
transactions over our person-
al and planetary well-being.
Here too, we can find a stan-
dard circular logic: earnings are
justified because something
was produced that presumably
has value; value, in turn, is
defined by the amount 
of earnings.

Perhaps that’s why it is
quite unrealistic to expect indi-
viduals to make smarter choic-
es when dominant economic
reasoning rewards them for
moving in the wrong direction.

As a result, we often see best
brains still struggling while
making choices for their future:
engineering, medicine, corpo-
rate law, consulting, finance,
investment banking.

We need an economy
focused on shared flourishing,
rather than on the collective
illusion that more money 
will somehow create prosper-
ity for all.

A new set of economic
thought mindful of overpro-
duction and overconsumption
needs to be cultivated where
new freedom will eventually
find its way within the possi-
bilities and constraints created
by the nature.

It is time to revisit the bad
script of the bygone century. A
climate at the tipping point
amid a global pandemic is
part and parcel of the same bad
script: the tragedy of the com-
mon man aggravated by the
lack of compassion and imag-
ination by people responsible
for our better future.

(The writer is an economist,
former IRS officer, & author of
the upcoming book “The
Current Perspective on INDIAN
ECONOMY”)
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The Taliban entered Kabul

on August 15, 2021, the day
India celebrated its 75th
Independence Day. It was a
bloodless takeover as govern-
ment forces chose not to react.
It happened too soon, proving
most of the analysts wrong.
There is speculation that it was
all scripted and some
backchannel was active
between the Taliban and the
US as well as the Kabul
Government enabling the
return of the Taliban without a
shot being fired. 

That a 300,000 plus Afghan
National Defence and Security
Force (ANDSF) offered no
credible resistance tells us a lot
about its incapability and lack
of motivation to defend the sys-
tem that was in place in
Afghanistan for nearly two
decades. US President Joe
Biden was not off the mark
when he stressed that. 

Or was it the case that
there was a larger game plan to
disable them as Bismillah
Muhammadi, the Defence
Minister, said their hands were
“tied behind their backs”! In
any case, the Americans were
perhaps holding their hands
too tightly for them to acquire
the confidence that was
required to operate on their
own to take on a guerrilla force
like Taliban.

Be that as it may, it did seem
as if the ANDSF forces were
demoralised beyond redemp-
tion, once the US withdrew its
hand of support and signed the
February 2020 peace agree-
ment, lending Taliban the legit-
imacy that they were craving for. 

Post-deal, the popular sup-
port, mostly non-urban, cut-
ting across ethnicities, visibly
shifted towards the Taliban,
away from Kabul, whetting
Taliban’s appetite to grab more
areas. They expedited their
campaign, through the pan-
demics, while the government
forces at the lower ranks either
defected to the Taliban ranks or
stayed quiet. The top ANDSF
leadership cried hoarse and
expressed its defiance in the
social media, while the Taliban
took cities after cities with
aplomb. The Taliban “blitz”, as
it is now being called, was thus
inevitable. 

Now that the Taliban are
back in Kabul, there is a need
for realistic assessment of the
situation in Afghanistan. It is
easy to conclude that the US
made its choices based on
domestic calculations and the
sense of fatigue from pro-
longed Afghan operations.
Biden could be right that they
needed to pack off a decade ago
after killing Bin Laden, because

their primary aim was to
degrade al-Qaeda and decapi-
tate its leaders. 

It is also true that the iner-
tia of their largely counter-
insurgency involvement
dragged them down into the
Afghan quicksand as the civil
war deepened (after Bin-
Laden’s killing) until they
realised that there was no taker
at home to be drawn into the
vortex of a prolonged messy
war. They needed an hon-
ourable exit. 

The US desperation was
leveraged well by the Taliban
and their backers — primarily
Pakistan and China (but also
Iran and Russia) — to finally
enable a dialogue that resulted
in the February-2020 deal,
whereby the US agreed to
withdraw in return for lame
assurances from the Taliban
that they would not target for-
eign forces and let any terror
group use Afghan soil to target
the US and its allies.
Importantly, they did not agree
to declare ceasefire, nor showed
their enthusiasm for intra-
Afghan dialogue.

It is hard to imagine that
the US could trust the Taliban
with such moderation in a
post-withdrawal scenario, and
literally dump the system and
the alternate leadership that it
had put its money on for a long
time, based on Taliban’s
promise that they would keep

their words. The US and its
allies ignored calls for caution
from their own analysts —even
military leadership — and
accepted it as fait accompli.

Other external players,
including the regional ones, i.e.,
Pakistan, Iran, China, Russia,
Turkey, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
etc, viewed it differently. They
were more concerned about
prolonged US presence than
Taliban’s return. Their residual
concerns about Taliban return-
ing to their radical past were
offset by their hope that 
Taliban 2.0, as they call them,
would behave. 

Their reactions have been
on expected lines. Most of
them have expressed their
desire/willingness to work with
the Taliban-led government.
Russians have even said gratu-
itously that Afghanistan is more
peaceful now than it was under
the Ghani administration! 

Now that the Taliban are
back, some of the top leaders
of the government, who could
afford, have fled Afghanistan
fearing reprisal. Others, who
wanted to flee spilled on to the
tarmac at the Kabul airport.
The visuals were disquieting. In
contrast, gun-toting Taliban
cadre were seen entering the
presidential palace confident-
ly and taking their turns to sit
on the presidential chair! 

Unsurprisingly, most of
those, especially the educated

middle class and women, who
believed that the US and its
allies were seeking their eman-
cipation, are now saying that
they feel “betrayed and 
abandoned”. 

Now it is time for everyone
to guess what will be the future
of Afghans, now that in the first
press conference on August 18,
Taliban spokesperson
Zabihullah Mujahid has open-
ly stated that they would
respect women rights, forgive
all those who opposed them
and build relations with other
countries according to Islamic
and international laws.

In fact, Zabihullah had
given away a lot more in the
run-up to the takeover of
Kabul, offering clear hints of
the type of government Taliban
have in mind. The word
“Islamic” is central to their
thinking. In his interview to
Tolo news on July 12,
Zabihullah had made it very
clear that the Taliban drew
their inspirations from Shura-
e-Ahl-al-hall-wal-aqd, which
refers to council of religious
scholars, those who are quali-
fied to appoint or depose a
caliph or ruler on behalf of the
Ummah. He said they wanted
an Islamic system “was not a
secret thing” and the Taliban
wanted to build a system
“involving good people”, bound
by the advice “given by experts”,
led by a “Muslim” who is “hon-

est, just, educated and… vir-
tuous”, “should not be an
embezzler, a robber….dictated
to from abroad”, and “have
deep knowledge of Islam”. 

He could not hide his con-
tempt for electoral politics
(read democracy) and disput-
ed the claim by the interview-
er that elections led to suc-
cessful republican systems in
many Muslim countries. Citing
the cases of Pakistan, Iran,
Turkey, Egypt and Algeria, he
argued that none of these
countries had a pleasant expe-
rience with elections. He held
that Afghan media are being
financed by vested interests and
are busy “insulting individuals”
rather than carrying out
healthy criticism.  

He also held that the deal
did not disallow the Taliban to
maintain relations with other
Muslims, including al-Qaeda! 

To quote him, “Nowhere in
the agreement has it been men-
tioned that we have or don’t
have ties with anyone… What
has been agreed upon is that no
threat should be posed from
Afghan soil to the US and its
allies… (and) the relation
between Muslims… is (a mat-
ter of) faith”. To a pointed
question that al-Qaeda opera-
tive Abul-Muslim all-Misri was
killed in Andar district in
Ghazni in areas under Taliban
control, Mujahid denied his
presence there, asked for evi-

dence, and went on to say they
did not “have the Interior
Ministry and intelligence under
(their) control to monitor all
citizens, to know who is there
and who is not”.

Mujahid also repudiated
the argument that the deal
forbade them from re-employ-
ing freed Taliban prisoners,
saying the agreement did not
say “that our prisoners should
not return to the battlefield
once they are released”. He also
rejected the fatwa in 2018 by
100 religious scholars from 37
countries in Saudi Arabia not
to shed Muslim blood in any
Muslim country, as well as a
similar declaration  from
Muslim scholars in Nigeria in
2020 that the war in
Afghanistan was illegitimate
based on Verse-94 of Surah An-
Nisa, on the ground that (i)
majority of those pronouncing
such fatwa were government
officials in various countries
and were under US pressure;
(ii) such fatwa could only be
issued after listening to both
sides and the Taliban were not
present in any of these assem-
blies; (iii) jehad in Afghanistan
started much before these fatwa
were pronounced; and (iv)
there were acclaimed religious
scholars among the Taliban,
who considered jehad in
Afghanistan legitimate. 

Mujahid was unapologetic
about Taliban’s links with

Pakistan and casually men-
tioned about the presence of
Kashmiri Mujahideen in
Pakistan, Afghanistan. If one
puts it all together, the Taliban
remain vulnerable to Pakistani
machinations and the spirit of
jehadi camaraderie displayed
by non-Afghan terror groups
waging jehad elsewhere,
including in Kashmir.

As Afghanistan transits
from a “Republic” to an
“Emirate”, under Taliban stew-
ardship, Amrullah Saleh, the
most vocal critic of Taliban and
first vice president in Ghani
administration, has retired to
the Panjshir valley to reequip
and fight. Other ethnic leaders
like Dostum, Ata Muhammad
Noor, etc, must be licking their
wounds and itching to return
to the ring. The aspirational
generation in the country has
started pouring out on to the
streets in various urban areas
indicating their distrust of
Taliban assurances. 

Contained in Taliban’s
assurances is a quiet admission
that they were unsophisticated
and overenthusiastic in apply-
ing Islamic laws in their previ-
ous avatar. They seem to have,
like their al-Qaeda allies, mod-
erated their stand on the Shias
and women. However, their
assurances remain untested so
far. There are already reports of
women in rural areas being
forced to marry the Taliban
cadre and incidents of grue-
some murder and defiling of
Indian journalist Danish
Siddiqui signal a possible
throwback to the 1990s.

The last two decades of lib-
eral democratic rule, howso-
ever flawed and afflicted with
corruption and nepotism, has
generated the impulses of lib-
erty and dignity among average
Afghan which the Taliban may
find difficult to handle. 

Taliban’s way of dealing
with popular demonstrations
in favour of freedom and jus-
tice remains to be seen. They
have already fired on them
leading to casualties in some
cases. There is every likelihood
of the mask of moderation
falling off the Taliban face in
the coming days. 

It also remains to be seen
whether American bid to apply
the brakes on funding and
international community’s hint
to recognise the Taliban only
after it is sure of its intentions,
will keep Taliban under check. 

(Dr Ashok Behuria is a
senior fellow at Manohar
Parrikar Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses (MP-
IDSA), New Delhi. The views
are his own.)
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Professor Brown didn’t believe in
Astrology. He used to condemn this
discipline through his writings.

Later, out of curiosity, he collected horo-
scopes of 50,000 people pursuing differ-
ent professions. He was astonished to find
that those born when Mars was rising,
became generals or joined one or other
branch of forces. People pursuing other
disciplines — Professors,
Mathematicians, Scientists, Philosophers
and Poets — were born under the influ-
ence of other planets. There was scope for
one or two exceptions, but not many.

A Japanese, Dr. Tomato who studied
human blood pattern, found that during
menstrual cycle and pregnancy, women’s
blood becomes thinner. It doesn’t happen
in case of male. But even men’s blood
becomes thinner after solar flare.

Professor Douglas, Director of Tree
Ring Research Institute, USA found that
following solar flare, the ring that trees
make every year, becomes thicker. This
trend continues for next five years and
then becomes thinner again.

After every 9 cycles of solar flare, the
world becomes subject to Pandemic. It is
no coincidence that 25th cycle of solar
flare (since recorded) began in December

2019. No wonder as it gained moment,
the whole world got caught with Covid-
19 pandemic, taking away at least 50 mil-
lion lives. It began in Wuhan state of
China. But being airborne, it spread all
across the world as wind knows no geo-
graphical boundaries. During 1918-1920,
we had Spanish flu which cost us millions
of lives. There are evidences of pandemic
in 1820, 1720, 1620 and 1520.

There is another major solar flare
happening on the Sun, every 90 years,
which affects water flow level in rivers.
4000 years back, Egyptian king Faraho
directed to keep a record of water flow in
Nile river, which still continues. An
Egyptian scholar Tasman, working on
that data, found that following major
solar flare, water flow level goes up,
which continues for the next 45 years and
then it starts receding before it begins to
rise again after another 45 years.

Scientists, studying behavioural pat-
tern of some sea born fishes found that
they flow with water waves to seashore to
lay eggs during low tide. When the tide is
again high, it brings back the fish born
out of those eggs. How is it that millions
of fishes make it to seashore at a particu-
lar moment. The scientist placed the fish-

es where sea tide doesn’t reach — kept
them in lakes, in dark region having no
exposure to Moon light, exposed them to
Moon like light. Strangely enough, they
all laid egg at the same time when sea fish
laid their eggs. It simply implies that the
fishes have some sensitive device to keep
a track of periodical cosmic changes.
Birds in the cold region fly out large dis-
tances about a month and half before
snow fall. The timing of snow fall keeps
varying every year. Accordingly, the birds
make their move in advance. Obviously,
the periodical cosmic changes would be
there in their cognitive reach. Such is the
correspondences between cosmic changes
and life cycle of planet earth, and still to
say that Astrology is a pseudoscience, is
simply ridiculous.

About the zodiac signs (cluster of
stars), they are not just dead entities
doing their round in the cosmos. Like the
Sun, they are also live, emitting energies
of their own types. It may take thou-
sands/million years for their light to
reach the earth. But once they make it to
the earth, continuum is maintained
thereafter. And people on earth can’t
escape its influence. Even the planets
moving round the Sun need not be taken

as physical bodies moving in the cosmos.
Moon doesn’t have its own light, it
reflects solar radiation, but not before
turning it into an ambient form. Planets
too are not just physical bodies. They are
marked with energy streams passing
through a particular region, with the said
planet in the centre. Since, all existences
are interconnected, they have to have cor-
responding bearing on our life cycle.

Every individual is born unique, all
respectively marked with the imprint of
the map of heaven at the time of their
birth, each reflecting varying traits.
Analysing it, the personal trends of a
being could be deciphered with a fair
amount of precision. Knowing which,
one could make desired changes. So, this
discipline could serve as a very effective
diagnostic tool towards human resource
development.

It would be, therefore, in fitness of
things to offer grounds for further
research on this valued discipline, so as to
keep it relevant to the callings of our con-
temporary needs.
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