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Aiming to provide better
facilities for sports players,

Delhi Government will devel-
op a hostel at the Chhatrasal
stadium at a cost of � 20.92 for
the project.

Deputy Chief Minister and
Finance Minister Manish
Sisodia, said the stadium has
become a guarantee for sports
across the nation. “Thanks to
the performance of our play-
ers,” he added.

Sisodia said that Delhi
Government is committed to
provide better sports facilities
to the players, and will never let
any player's dreams be crushed
due to lack of money.

64 rooms will be made for

the players and their coaches in
this five-story hostel being
built at a cost of � 20.92 crore.

The hostel will be equipped
with a 2 mat wrestling hall,
medical room, physiotherapy
center, gym, steam bath along

with other state-of-the-art facil-
ities and construction work of
the hostel will be completed in
about 16 months.

“Players will be benefitted
by the construction of hostels
and they will be able to con-

centrate on their sports and
training while staying in the
stadium.” “Chhatrasal Stadium
has so far given 5 Olympic
medals to the country in
wrestling. With these modern
facilities, hostels and coaching,
the stadium will further pre-
pare world class wrestlers for
the country,” said Sisodia while
honoring players.

Ensuring all assistance to
sports and aspirants, Sisodia,
said, “Players who have the
potential to rise in Sports are
being supported by Delhi
Government's 'Play and
Progress' and 'Mission
Excellence' program. Under
this, financial assistance is given
for excellent training and
coaching and sports equip-

ment so that dreams of our
players do not stop due to
paucity of money. Under the
'Play and Progress' program, the
Delhi Government provides
assistance of up to Rs 3 lakh to
the players at the junior level.
Under the 'Mission Excellence'
program, players above 17 years
of age are given assistance of up
to Rs 16 lakh during their
training. So that the players can
get the best training.”

Sarthak Bhambri who rep-
resented India in 4x400m relay
in Tokyo Olympics, said, “With
the construction of a hostel in
Chhatrasal Stadium, the play-
ers will be benefited a lot and
they will be able to concentrate
on their training better while
staying in the stadium.”
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Aspecial train which will help in prevent-
ing mosquito breeding along the railway

tracks in Delhi was l jointly flagged off by the
Northern Railway and North Delhi  
Municipal  Corporat ion (NMC) on 
Friday.

The 'Mosquito Terminator on Wheels' will
spray larvicides through a truck mounted
with power spray placed on a mosquito termi-
nator train.

A senior SDMC officials said that the train
will cover areas around the railway lines of Old
Delhi, Sadar Bazar, Sabzi Mandi Station,
Azadpur, Badli and Narela.

While flagging off the train from New Delhi
Railway Station, Mayor of North Delhi Raja
Iqbal Singh said that the NMC in collaboration
with Northern Railways has the drive to elim-
inate the menace of dengue, malaria and
chikungunya.

Mayor said that during rainy days, water
gets accumulated in the pits around the railway
line which increases the possibility of mosqui-
to breeding.

He said that this precautionary measure will
save thousands of people living near the rail-
way line from diseases like dengue, malaria and
chikungunya. Mayor  thanked the railway
authorities for their support for the mosquito
terminator action train.
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The Delhi Police has arrested two
men for allegedly duping people in

the national Capital on the pretext of
investing their money in the share mar-
ket and other places for high 
returns.

The accused have been identified
as Sandeep Bhatia, a resident of Ambala
Cantt, and Sachin Kumar of Adarsh
Nagar here.

According to a senior police offi-
cial, a complaint was received in which
the complainant Ashim Sikka stated
that he was approached online by one
Arman Thapa, who introduced himself
as an investment broker.

“Thapa induced him to invest Rs
2 lakh with a promise to pay Rs 48,000
per day for one month. The com-
plainant agreed to invest Rs 1 lakh for
assured return of Rs 24,000 per day for
30 days. However, the accused told
Sikka that his amount had been sent
into the scheme of Rs 2 lakh by mis-
take and requested to pay Rs 1 lakh
more,” said the senior police official.

“When complainant asked for
return of one day, accused paid Rs
24,000 to gain his trust. After getting
Rs 24,000, Sikka paid Rs 1 lakh more
to the accused. Later, the accused
switched his phone off,” he 
said.

“During the investigation, police
analysed the data and money trail and
found that the main accused was in
Ambala. Police arrested Bhatia from
Ambala on Thursday and Kumar from
Delhi on Friday,” said the senior police
official.
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The Delhi High Court Friday refused to grant
interim protection from arrest to president

of Hindu Raksha Dal, Bhupinder Tomar, who is
accused of raising communal slogans and incit-
ing the youth to propagate against a particular
religion at a rally at Jantar Mantar on August 8.

Justice Mukta Gupta issued notice on
Tomar's anticipatory bail application and sought
status report from Delhi Police. “Prima facie,
there are all kinds of slogans and speeches being
given. Let the status report be given,” said the
judge as the matter was listed for further hear-
ing on September 13.

Tomar's counsel submitted that his client was
granted interim protection by the trial court and
that he was not the one who was shouting the
objectionable slogans.

“I want to know where you were (at the time
of sloganeering). You were not present at all?..Let

me have the
complete status

report,” the court responded. Advocate Vishnu
Shankar Jain, appearing for Tomar, also said that
his client was not the organiser of the event who
has already been granted bail in the case.
Prosecution counsel Tarang Srivastava informed
that he has already shared the video and the tran-
script of the allegedly objectionable sloganeering
to the court.

Earlier this month, a sessions court here had
dismissed Bhupinder Tomar alias Pinki
Chaudhary's anticipatory bail application, say-
ing,“we are not a Taliban State”.

Additional Sessions Judge Anil Antil said that
in the past such incidents have flared commu-
nal tensions leading to riots and loss to life and
property.

“We are not Taliban State. Rule of law is the
sacrosanct governing principle in our plural and
multi cultural society. While the whole of India
is celebrating 'azadi ka amrut mahotsav' there
are some minds still chained with Intolerant and
self centric beliefs”,  the judge had said in the
order passed on August 21.
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The Delhi Congress on
Friday alleged the BJP and

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) of
being ignorant towards the
plights of Dalit community,
saying that  soon a ‘Maha
Panchayat’ will be organised
across the country to protest
against apathy of both the
Centre and the State
Governments in taking action
against the perpetrators.

Delhi Congress unit pres-
ident Anil Kumar said that
Congress has always stood by
the Dalit community and will
continue to stand by in their
struggles. 

Addressing the media,
party vice-president Jaikishan
said that the dalit community
will boycott the AAP and the
BJP MLAs as no one raising
their voice against crime par-

ticularly cases of sexual assaults
happened with dalit girls. 

Citing an incident,
Jaikishan said that a 14-year-
old girl from Sultanpuri was
kidnapped three months ago,
but despite filing an FIR against
the criminal involved in the
crime, police did not take any
action

The Congress leader fur-
ther alleged that AAP MLA
from Sultanpur Mazra shield-
ed rapists and forced a Gujarati
Dalit girl, who was “raped” by
his PSO Irfan to withdraw her
complaint.

The Congress leader also
said that the police detained her
in the police station for over five
hours, though an FIR has been
filed against Irfan. Jaikishan said
that assaults on women have
gone up manifold ever since the
Kejriwal Government came to
power in Delhi.
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The Delhi High Court Friday
sought the Lieutenant

Governor's reply on a plea by
the AAP Government chal-
lenging the decision to allow
police chosen lawyers as special
public prosecutors (SPP) for
cases related to this year's
Republic Day violence and last
year's riots on the grounds
that it will not be in the inter-
est of "fair trial".  

The Delhi Government
also said the 'appointment of
SPPs' is a routine matter and
not an exceptional one for
which reference to the
President can be made and that
the LG had no sound reason for
referring the matter to the
President when the govern-
ment had agreed to appoint
independent SPPs.

A bench of Chief Justice D
N Patel and Justice Jyoti Singh
issued notice and asked the LG
and the Centre to file response
to the petition as well as an
application seeking stay on the
decision. The court listed the
matter for further hearing on
October 21.

The Delhi government has
challenged the LG's decision
allowing Delhi Police chosen
lawyers as SPPs to appear and
conduct prosecution in cases
relating to violence during the
farmers' tractor rally on
January 26 this year and north-
east Delhi riots cases of
February 2020. It said
these SPPs have been chosen by
the Delhi Police and thus have
a serious conflict of interest.
"The irony is that SPPs appoint-
ed by us are independent per-
sons. You can't have SPPs
which are part of the investi-
gating arm, that is, Delhi
Police... In Devangana Kalitha's
case, the court has already

judicially criticized the shoddy
police conduct," Senior advo-
cate Abhishek Manu Singhvi,
representing the Delhi gov-
ernment, argued.

The petition has challenged
the July 23 order of the LG by
which SPPs have been appoint-
ed for prosecuting the cases
relating to farmers' agitation
and Delhi riots/ Anti-CAA
protests. It said the SPPs are
taking charge of the matters by
displacing the regular public
prosecutors and therefore,
urgent directions are required
from the court to enable them
to continue so as to not jeop-
ardise fair trial in the cases.

The Delhi government has
challenged the LG's July 23
order by which he has invoked
the proviso to Article 239-
AA(4) of the Constitution to
refer to the President the mat-
ter of appointment of Delhi
Police's chosen advocates as
SPPs in cases related to the
farmers' agitation and February
2020 riots in North-East Delhi,
which the decision of the
President is pending.

The petition has also chal-
lenged the July 26 notification
appointing the SPPs to conduct
the cases and also the Centre's
August 4 order endorsing the
LG's view and approving the
appointments. 

It contended that the
appointed is contrary to estab-
lished legal principles and vio-
lates the constitutional guar-
antee of a fair trial. "On the
issue which certainly cannot fit
the description of exceptional
situation to protect national
interest...When there is
appointment of PPs, the LG is
referring to the President. Your
Lordships cannot allow the
escape route of the provisio...It
affects Federalism," Singhvi
submitted.

New Delhi:The Delhi High Court has
sought response from the Central
Gvernment and Delhi Government on
a petition concerning non-issuance of
final vaccination certificate to a 64-year-
old lawyer in spite of having received the
two dosages of Covishield vaccine
against Covid-19.  Justice Rekha Palli
issued notice to the two Governments
and the Unique Identification-Authority
of India, and sought their counter affi-
davits in ten days.

“Counter affidavit, if any, be filed
within ten days. Rejoinder thereto be
filed within one week thereafter,” the
judge said in her order dated August
23.

In his petition, Visheshwar
Shrivastav has said that despite being
administered the second dose of
Covishield in April, he is yet to receive
his final vaccination certificate which
is urgently required by him to under-
take work-related travel out the city.
“Woe of the Petitioner is that despite
having got his two dosages of vaccine
is shown to be partially vaccinated at
the website/portal of Respondent no 1,”
the petition states.

The petition informs that since the
first dose was administered in early
March, the petitioner got the second
dose of Covishield in terms of the pre-
scribed time period after he made
attempts to rectify the partial vacci-
nation certificate which stated the
wrong vaccine i.E Covaxin as well as
the hospital name.

In July, the petitioner claims to
have received a call that he was “yet to
get the second dose of the vaccine” and
discovered that the partial vaccination
certificate had been corrected. PTI
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Actor Sonu Sood will be the
brand ambassador of the

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
Government's "Desh ka
Mentor" programme aimed at
providing guidance to students
on career choices, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal said
on Friday. 

The announcement was
made after a live interaction
with Kejriwal and his deputy
Manish Sisodia.

"Worked very hard to
transform Delhi Government
schools; want to make educa-
tion a people's revolution,"
Kejriwal said.

The programme will help
students of Delhi Government-
run schools find a mentor who
will help them unlock their
potential. Children will find
answers to their career-related
questions through mentors
who sign up to be a part of the

programme. 
Under the "Desh Ke

Mentor" initiative, a mentor
will have to take out 10 minutes
every week to guide students.

"We have worked very hard
to transform Delhi
Government's schools. Now we
want to make education a peo-
ple's revolution. When young
people across the country join
our education revolution, no one

will be able to stop India from
becoming a global leader. We are
delighted to have on board
Sonu Sood who has inspired
lakhs of youth across the coun-
try with his selfless services to
the nation," Kejriwal said.

Sood has appealed to citi-
zens across the country to step
forward and support children's
education and take the nation
to a brighter tomorrow.
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US forces helping to evacu-
ate Afghan nationals and

American citizens desperate
to flee Afghanistan were on
alert for more attacks on Friday
after the toll in Thursday’s ISIS
fidayeen attack went up to 169
including 13 US soldiers out-
side the gates of Kabul airport.
In the wake of the attacks,
General Frank McKenzie, the
US Central Command chief
overseeing the evacuation,
warned that more strikes were
possible, and American com-
manders were working with the
Taliban to prevent them.
Sweden’s Foreign Minister also
said there was a threat, but
offered no details even as flights
resumed. An enraged US
President Joe Biden vowed to

complete the evacuation of
American citizens and others
from Afghanistan despite the
deadly suicide bomb attack at
the Kabul airport. He promised
to avenge the deaths of 13 US

Service members killed in the
attack, declaring to the extrem-
ists responsible: “We will hunt
you down and make you 
pay.”

Continued on Page 8
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Schools in Delhi will reopen
in a phased manner from

September 1, the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority
(DDMA) decided on Friday.
Colleges, universities and
coaching institutes in the
Capital will also reopen begin-
ning next month.

Soon after the DDMA
meeting, Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal said, “Amid decreas-
ing cases of Covid, Delhi
schools are being opened grad-
ually with full precautions.
Along with the education of
children, their health will also
be taken care of.”

As per the Delhi
Government, the offline class-
es for students of standard
nine to 12 will start from
September 1, and the offline
classes for grade six to eight will
begin on September 8. 

Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said  it has been
decided to resume schools,
colleges and coaching activities
in Delhi with all precautionary
measures, in a phased manner.

“From September 1, Classes 9
to 12 in all schools, their coach-
ing classes, as well as colleges
and universities will be per-
mitted to reopen,” Sisodia said.
He also holds the portfolio of
education in the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) Government.

He said social distancing
should be strictly followed and
no students will be forced to
come to the school. “Consent
of parents will be essential for
students to come. If parents do
not permit, then students will
not be forced to come. They
will not be considered absent
either,” he told the media in an
online briefing.

“There has been a massive
loss of learning in the last 1.5
years. It is a matter of fact that
online education cannot
replace physical education, and
our children have missed out
on years of proper learning.
Experts agree that online edu-
cation cannot replace education
that is attained in a classroom
with a conducive environment,”
Sisodia said.

Continued on Page 8
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Aday after an all-party meet-
ing was assured that the

top priority was to evacuate all
Indian citizens from strife-
torn Afghanistan, the
Government on Friday said it
has managed to bring out near-
ly all Indians willing to return.
The question of whether to
recognise the Taliban rule in
Afghanistan or not comes later.
Given the fluid situation there,
it will be “jumping the gun” in
recognising the Taliban dis-
pensation, it clarified.

Stressing these points here,
Ministry of External Affairs
spokesperson, Arindam Bagchi
said, “Besides Indian citizens,
we were able to bring out some
Afghan nationals as well as
nationals from other coun-
tries. 

Continued on Page 8
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Amid an intense power
struggle within the Punjab

Congress, Malvinder Singh
Mali quit as Punjab Congress
chief Navjot Singh Sidhu’s
adviser after his controversial
remarks created a major row
and the party threatened to
dismiss him if Sidhu failed to
remove him.

Mali had invited the ire of

the State party affairs’ general
secretary in-charge Harish
Rawat as well as the Congress
high command over his views
on Article 370 and Kashmir,
and a sketch of former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi
terming her a “tormentor”.

After he refused to with-
draw the posts, Sidhu was
advised by Rawat to sack Mali.
Sidhu had, however, dug his
heels in. Continued on Page 8
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The crisis in Chhattisgarh
Congress Government
deepened on Friday with

State Cabinet Minister TS
Singh Deo persistent on his
demand for replacing Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.

Baghel met former party
chief Rahul Gandhi in Delhi on
Friday but the issues remained

unresolved. Rahul is expected
to visit the State next week to
find a solution to the crisis.

While Baghel had to rush to
Delhi to meet Rahul Gandhi,
several MLAs of the warring
factions also landed in Delhi to
express their solidarity with
either of them.
After meeting Rahul and party
general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi, the Chief Minister
said Rahul Gandhi would visit
Chhattisgarh next week.

Continued on Page 8
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achieving this objective by
May 29, 2020….” Further,
“The United States and its
allies will refrain from the
threat or the use of force
against the territorial integri-
ty or political independence
of Afghanistan or intervening
in its domestic affairs.”

The condition on
Afghanistan was that it “will
not allow any of its members,
other individuals or groups,
including al-Qaeda, to use the
soil of Afghanistan to threat-
en the security of the US and
its allies.” The agreement also
stated that “the Taliban com-
mits that its released prison-
ers….will not pose a threat to
the security of the US and its
allies”. The agreement further
laid down: “The participants
of intra-Afghan negotiations
will discuss the date and
modalities of a permanent
and comprehensive ceasefire,
including joint implementa-
tion mechanisms, which will
be announced along with the
completion and agreement
over the future political
roadmap of Afghanistan.”

The Afghan Government,
the fate of which was to be
fundamentally affected by the
accord, was neither a signato-
ry to it nor a participant in the
talks leading to it. There was

no provision about the
Taliban honouring the human
rights of Afghans, particular-
ly those of women and girls,
or of agreeing to having a
democratic system of
Government in Afghanistan.
Understandably, many in
Afghanistan, including mem-
bers of its armed forces,
believed that the US has sold
them down the river.

A report by Susannah
George in Washington Post, of
August 15, 2021, reads: “The
Doha Agreement….left many
Afghan forces demoralised,
bringing into stark relief the
corrupt impulses of many
Afghan officials and their
tenuous loyalty to the coun-
try’s central Government.”
Some police officers com-
plained that they had not
been paid in six months or
more. “They saw that docu-
ment as the end,” the officer
said, referring to the majori-
ty of Afghans aligned with the
Government. “The day the
deal was signed we saw the
change. Everyone was just
looking out for himself. It was
like (the US) left us to fail.”

Despair grew with time. A
report in the New York Times
by Thomas Gibbons-Neff,
Fahim Abed and Sharrif
Hassan of August 13, 2021,

states: “And when the Taliban
started building momentum
after the United States’
announcement of withdrawal,
it only increased the belief that
fighting in the security forces
— fighting for President
Ashraf Ghani’s Government —
wasn’t worth dying for. In
interview after interview, sol-
diers and police officers
described moments of despair
and feelings of abandonment.”

George, citing an Afghan
officer and a US official said
that from early last year, the
Taliban were “offering money
in exchange for the
Government forces to hand
over their weapons”. Beginning
with a series of deals brokered
in villages between the militant
group and some of the Afghan
Government’s lowest-ranking
officials, the process spread
“rapidly on to provincial cap-
itals, culminating in a breath-
taking series of negotiated
surrenders by government
forces, according to interviews
with more than a dozen
Afghan officers, police, special
operations troops and other
soldiers”.

The stage was set for the
collapse that followed.

(The author is Consulting
Editor, The Pioneer. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — The situation in Afghanistan has just
gone from bad to worse after the terror-
ists attacked the Hamid Karzai Airport. A
series of explosions were reported on the
periphery of the airport where hundreds
of Afghans had gathered in the hope of
evacuation. The explosion claimed the lives
of more than 70 Afghans and 13 US sol-
diers and left many wounded. The Islamic
State (IS) has taken responsibility for the
attack. The IS terrorists were previously
eradicated from eastern Afghanistan by the
US and Afghan troops in 2019. However,
it appears that the current circumstances
in Afghanistan have led to the revival of
many terror organisations, including the IS. 

The US and the UK had warned the
Taliban of a possible terror attack which
the Taliban ignored. The casualties of
American soldiers have raised questions
on the competency of US President once
again. Responding to the attack, he said,
“We will not forgive, we will not forget. We
will hunt you down and make you pay.”
It is high time that the President address-
es this issue strictly. The terrorist organ-
isations are demonstrating their vicious
strength with absolute immoral brute and
need to be contained.

Manoj Kumar Jena | Cuttack
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Sir — The Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha
Secretariats should update the compara-
tive figures of development activities of the
Members of Parliaments on their respec-
tive websites. The activities can include
their attendance records, number of ques-
tions asked and the Bills presented, par-
ticipation in Parliamentary debates, util-
isation of the development funds and other
such activities. This comparative study will
motivate the parliamentarians to perform
responsibly and will induce positive com-
petition to work more effectively. Political
parties will then be compelled to give tick-
ets only to the better performing members. 

Even the ‘best parliamentarian award’
should be given on the basis of perfor-
mance which is currently awarded to three
veterans even though some of them may

not be deserving. It is often seen that many
parliamentarians, especially celebrities
nominated to the Rajya Sabha, use their
tenure only as an additional feather in their
caps. Some highly influential persons from
prominent industrial groups enter the
Rajya Sabha only to use it as an effective
tool for lobbying without any contribution
as parliamentarians. The Rajya Sabha, in
the absence of any publicised comparative
study of developmental activities, has
become a billionaire club where seats are
purchased by the ultra rich in this system
of open voting for the Upper House.

Madhu Agrawal | New Delhi
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Sir — The decision by the States to reopen
schools after nearly 18 months has creat-
ed mixed feelings. Students who were
forced to stay at home due to the pandem-
ic are eager to return to classrooms.
Parents, on the other hand, are anxious
and apprehensive. As for the teachers, they
have to balance teaching with COVID-

appropriate behaviour. The likelihood of
a third wave adds to the uncertainty of the
situation. Experts believe that closure of
schools for such a long time has adverse-
ly affected students’ learning and cogni-
tive abilities. It is worrisome to learn that
children have forgotten basics like writing
simple words, doing calculations, recog-
nising colours and so on.

While there is an urgent need to
reopen schools, all measures must be taken
to prevent transmission of COVID-19.
The reopening must be guided by careful
risk analysis and epidemiological factors.
Not all the schools can be opened at once;
therefore, schools must devise special time
tables. If possible, classes should be con-
ducted in open places instead of cramped
rooms. Healthcare workers could be
appointed at schools and symptoms must
be monitored carefully. 

Venu GS | Kollam

# " # , 0 � / 2 5 � � # " ! ! 2 * +

(((����	
����������
�����))$0�)#<&������)"����C ;4�������3�)"����C �"%����#0�)#<&������)"��<

���������"���#����$ "������# %&'�%(%)

��

��������'�����&��������
�	��	9���8��4		9<70����2�0�

4��������"��#������%�����������%����"�����&)1"��������2"���&
�����%��"&����)��)��%��"��������"&��"��)������4�����"���$�)*�

4����/9���
9=?�:�6��4,�4��

/�4��=/��� ��
����4=�7�

/2���6��4���>
�//��4���7>�4��

���=:�,����
�� 4��:��

� 9��4=:>��=:��
3�:4 � 3��4� �

4���4��8�0�4��:�
�����=�3:=? � =�
�7=24�4���4�� 7��

�=�=2: �9�4��
�26���: 9�4��

=/��/9����

������� ��������������

��"��)�$%��������

�
�����%,�1���������1�#��"&�1���)#.
�"��*���,�")��)"����))$�����������������
��%)��)#���)�$")1��&����"&��"������".

#�"�0�4������������&�%���)���)%��1�)���"&
���"���)�"&��))$%��������"�0�4��������%.
�����"*�)"#�"�,��1�.�"%���"������������
�"&���)�%�"&%�)���))$%�%���$�&�"��������"
#�$�� �"�� �))$.�)*�� D)�)�%0� 4��� 1)&
E�����F� �%� &��*�&� �)#� ���� ����"� 1)&
E��������F,� #��"�"�� G�� �))$%B� �����B0� 4��
�)�����%���"�,�E:��&�"���%��)�����#�"&�1���
�����%���%��)������)&�F�&�%����%������#�).

��"���)����&�"�0�7))$%��������#)%�������.
�������"&%�)������&�,��"&��"��������,�)"�
��"�#�$�����"��0�

3)�����#)*��%��"&�%�)1%���$�������
	
����������
�����
���������
�������
�#)"�� #�"�� )���%,� ��*�� ���"� �&����&
�)#� ����� �))$� *�%�)"%� �"&� ���"� �"
��%)�����%����%%0�="���)��&��#���"���)1
#�"��������"��#)*���%����%��)��&������&.
&�"�������"���1���.%�H�&������0��)1�*�,
�������������%��"� "&��,�1�������*��%�*�&
�%��%�*)�%,���%�*�%��"&�&�%%�#�"��)%
)��$")1��&����)����%��"&����%,����%���.
���"���)�%�%���"����#%��*�%��"�����&���������0
6�"��)�����%��������%������1���)#����&.
�%,� �����)�,� ��� �%� "���%%��� �)� ���
9)*�"#�"���)��#�)*��������"��%������
�"&��"�)�)����������)��#)&�"�%���)"��)
������� #)�� �)�"�� ��&�%0� 4��%�� )�&
������%��%�#����)����"&���"�%�1�)���
�"�)���"�)��$")1��&����������)���"�)*�.
�))$�&0�

 �47�4����4���=�3�0�9�| �������


������������������� 

$	�����������
������%���	���
��

The rapid collapse of the
Afghan National Army
(ANA) against the
Taliban has been attrib-

uted to the lack of its capability
and will to fight. Trained and
built by the United States’ Army
for about 20 years at a cost of an
estimated $83 billion, it should,
prima facie, not have lacked
either. The argument that cor-
ruption, inefficiency and deser-
tions had considerably affected
its fighting capability is true to
some extent but has certainly not
been the defining cause. The
American and Nato forces had
played little combat role against
the Taliban after President
Barack Obama announced on
May 27, 2014, that the combat
role of the US troops would end
by the close of that year and the
bulk of them would be with-
drawn from Afghanistan by the
end of 2016. The bulk of the
fighting had since then been
done by ANA personnel, albeit
with air and tactical support by
the US and allied forces. And
they had done remarkably well
on a number of occasions.

The erosion of will began
with the Doha Agreement of
February 29, 2020, between the
US and the Taliban. The US, for
its part, agreed on an initial
reduction of its force level from
13,000 to 8,600 by July 2020, fol-
lowed by a full withdrawal in 14
months if the Taliban kept its
commitments. It had also agreed
to close down five military bases
within 135 days and said that it
intended to end its economic
sanctions against the Taliban by
August 27, 2020.

It called for talks between the
Afghan Government and the
Taliban to begin on March 10,
2020, and, prior to that, the
release of 5,000 Taliban prison-
ers held by the Government
and 1,000 from the
Government’s side held by the
Taliban. The two sides, it said,
will have the goal of “releasing
all the remaining prisoners over
the course of the subsequent
three months”. Also, the US will
start diplomatic engagement
with other members of the
United Nations Security Council
and Afghanistan to remove
members of the Taliban “from
the sanctions list with the aim of
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The noise for caste census tends
to inevitably surface in India
whenever it is time for the 10-
year general census. Not sur-

prising that ahead of the launch of the
upcoming 2021 census, several political
parties have revived the demand for a
nationwide caste-based census.

In such a scenario, it becomes crit-
ical to ask how desirable is a caste cen-
sus. In the past, the issue became an
electoral plank in states like Tamil
Nadu. Many political parties in Bihar
and Uttar Pradesh are making a strong
pitch for a caste census. In Bihar, a res-
olution was passed by both the houses
of legislature, and aneleven-member del-
egation of 10 political parties, under the
leadership of Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, met Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to put forward this demand.

But such a step needs to be thor-
oughly discussed and assessed keeping
in mind the national interests and the
unity of the nation. And to do so, all the
political parties need to rise above
divisive politics and work in the inter-
est of the country and the society. This
is not a simple matter to be decided in
haste since it can threaten the unity and
integrity of the nation.

This is not the first time that this
demand for caste census has come up.
The last caste census was done in India
in the year 1931, but due to the outbreak
of World War II, it was not taken up in
1941 and never again thereafter. After
Independence in 1947, a proposal for
caste census was made before the then
government in 1951, but it was dis-
missed. The then Home Minister Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel rejected it saying that
a caste census could disturb the social
fabric of the country. 

The demand was again raised in
2011 but the government at that time
also rejected it and conducted a survey
on an economic basis instead. That sur-
vey is today utilized by the Union
Government under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for the
benefit of the downtrodden. Many
schemes have been implemented for the
deprived and backward classes and
millions of Indians have benefitted
from it.

The welfare schemes include distri-
bution of free food grains to the poor,
free gas cylinders to women, the open-
ing of bank accounts through Jan Dhan
Yojana, Rs 6,000 assistance to farmers
per year, and Ayushman Bharat for the
uplift of people from the last rungs of
the society. It is the need of the hour to
ensure an equitable development of soci-
ety.

How ironic is it that politicians who
allegedly follow the paths of intellectu-
als like Jayaprakash Narayan and Dr.
Ram Manohar Lohia are raising their
voices in favour of the caste census when
the truth is that both theleaders were
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The inauguration of the
renovated Jallianwala
Bagh Memorial at

Amritsar by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on August 28
may raise the question of its
enduring relevance to the
nationafter more than a centu-
ry of the gruesome massacre by
the British.

India has seen just too
many invasions resulting in the
wanton killing of thousands of
innocent people but each time
life carried on with the attitude
reflected in the popular Punjabi
proverb, 'Khada peetalahe da,
baaki Ahmad Shahe da'
(Consume whatever is avail-
able, the rest shall be plundered
by Ahmad Shah Abdali), mak-
ing light of the tragedy. 

This has not happened in
the Jallianwala Bagh massacre
in which an estimated one

thousand innocent persons,
gathered to celebrate the joyous
festival of Baisakhi on April 13,
1919, were mercilessly gunned
down by the British Brigadier-
General Reginald Dyer. The
episode has left an indelible
mark on the memory of the
wounded nation.

Volumes have been written
to record the horrid experience.
Events like the enactment of
the Rowlatt Act in March
1919, the promulgation of
martial law in Punjab, the role
of Michael O'Dwyer, the then
Lieutenant-Governor of
Punjab, the massacre by
Reginald Dyer followed by the
setting up of the Hunter
Committee absolving the cul-
prits of all charges are too well-
known to deserve any repeti-
tion here. It was a well-planned
deep-rooted British conspira-

cy to crush Indians by letting
loose a reign of terror through
inhuman acts that by any stan-
dards would be unthinkably
shameful for any civilized
country.

Ever since India's first war
of independence in 1857, the
British were badly shaken. Any
prospect of revolutionary activ-
ities against their rule deeply
scared them. At the beginning
of the 20th century, leaders like
Lala Hardayal, Lala Lajpat Rai
and Ajit Singh were deported
but it did little to assuage the
British fears.

The sinister designs of the
British were reflected in the
actions of Michael O'Dwyer,
the then Lieutenant-Governor
of Punjab. The educated class
was heaped with insults, hun-
dreds were put behind the
bars and the press gagged.
Peaceful hartals in Lahore and
Amritsar were forcibly broken
and peaceful protesters were
fired upon. Local leaders were
arrested and deported. Places
like Kasur and Gujaranwala
bore the brunt of atrocities
along with Lahore and
Amritsar. 

The situation became tense
when as a result of unprovoked
firing five Europeans were
killed in Amritsar and a lady
missionary named Sherwood
was beaten up on a street. This
bruised the British pride as it
led to the brutal flogging of

innocent people by the police
and the crawling orders in
Khuh Korian waliGali (street
with flogging well).

B r i g a d i e r - G e n e r a l
Reginald Dyer was shifted
from Jalandhar to Amritsar
just a day before the episode.
On his arrival, he promulgat-
ed restrictions on public gath-
erings which remained
unknown to common people.
A large number of them, most-
ly peasants, had already gath-
ered in Amritsar to celebrate
Baisakhi on April 13. Dyer
reached the main entrance of
Jallianwala Bagh with his sol-
diers, none of whom was
British, in the afternoon and
ordered firing without any
warning. Nearly 1650 rounds
were fired within minutes,
killing and wounding a large
number of people. The exact

number has never become
known; there is a vast differ-
ence between the official and
unofficial figures. To rub salt
into the wounds, Dyer
imposed curfew with a com-
plete ban on movement so that
the wounded could not be
attended to and the dead could
not be removed.

The replies given by Dyer
to the Hunter Committee are
not only a reflection of the per-
petuator's state of mind but that
of the entire setup. He told the
Committee that his actions
were the result of a fully con-
scious and pre-planned strat-
egy. The only action taken
against Dyer by the then gov-
ernment was relieving him of
his active duties, whereas
Michael O'Dwyer and
Chelmsford were completely
absolved of all guilt.

The British failed to judge
the mood of Indiansand the
far-reaching consequences of
the tragic episode. Young
Indians were out to avenge
these acts of brutality. The
great revolutionary Udham
Singh took the task upon him-
self and shot dead Michael
O'Dwyer on March 13, 1940,
in London.Patriotic revolu-
tionaries like Bhagat Singh
and Chandrashekhar Azad
were the direct result of the
Jallianwala Bagh massacre. We
owe our independence to their-
supreme sacrifices. The memo-
rial at Amritsar shall forever
remind an indebted nation of
the martyrs who laid down
their lives for the motherland,
a monument of national pride
and an inspiration for the
cause of freedom for all times
to come.
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strongly against it? They believed
that casteism would be a hin-
drance to the development of
India. Lok Nayak Jayaprakash
Narayan considered social revo-
lution truly important in the
"Saat Kranti" and always propa-
gated that the caste system should
be abolished by eradicating the
discrimination based on caste. He
started his movement in 1974 in
his village Sitab-Diyara and
around ten thousand people pre-
sent in that meeting resolved to
leave the caste system behind by
breaking their sacred threads.
Along with this, JP had given the
slogan”? (leave the caste, break
the sacred thread, connect human
to human). It is ridiculous that
the very politicians who swear by
JP day and night are today fan-
ning the heat around the demand
for the caste-based census.

Dr. Lohia also believed caste
to be a symbol of orthodox forces
that promote inertia. Babasaheb
Bhimrao Ambedkar, the architect
of the Constitution of India, was
also a staunch opponent of
casteism and used to say that
casteism cannot increase effi-
ciency and neither can ethnicity
improve race.

Undoubtedly, the ill effects of
the caste census would largely
harm Hindus. To maintain social
harmony, Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh has undertaken many his-
torical works. Apart from this,
many great personalities like

Mahatma Gandhi, Vinoba Bhave,
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay have
advocated social harmony by
doing away with the evils of the
caste system. All these social
reformers believed that all-round
development in India would be
possible only by eliminating the
caste system. Then only we could
hope to build a great nation earn
the respect of the global commu-
nity.

In such a situation, raising the
bogey of caste census would be
against the ideals of these great
leaders and an insult to their lega-
cies. This will lead to a divided
society and encourage caste
politicization, which would
threaten the unity and integrity of
the nation.

Those raising the divisive
demand may think that it would
help them politically. But at what
cost? They should realize that
they are playing in the hands of
forces that want to divide and
break the country.

At this time, we must look
back at the lesson few learned
from our history and under-
stand how the Britishers ruled
over us by dividing us along
caste lines.  Why should we
unleash the same evil design all
over again? We should remember
the price we have paid due to the
promotion of caste-based politics.
The relative backwardness of
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh is linked
to their dominant caste-based

politics. The census itself is a very
complex task. Whenever a new
entry is registered in the census,
a new kind of politics is also born
out of it. This leads to the forma-
tion of new parties and associa-
tions based on caste, which in no
way strengthens the unity of the
country. A good society should
not be inclined to save caste
dominance but to strengthen
democracy. How unfortunate it is
that even after 75 years of inde-
pendence, we are going on the
path of destruction instead of
development. That is why this
issue needs to be discussed thor-
oughly in a country with the sec-
ond-highest population in the
world and hundreds of castes.  A
caste census will further divide
people and spur competition
amongst them to increase the
population of their respective
castes.

This will make our country
lag behind in multiple spheres.
The price the country will pay in
terms of development is unimag-
inable.It is obvious that caste
census is a demand that strikes at
the unity and integrity of India by
threatening to destroy social har-
mony. 

This is totally against the
ideals of "one India". The politi-
cal parties and opinion makers as
well intelligential must come
together on one platform and
push the agenda of India's devel-
opment and not its disunity.
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Underscoring the importance of
vaccination, a  UK study on

Friday said that the risk of devel-
oping adverse events such as blood
clots is considerably higher after
infection with SARS-CoV-2 virus
than after immunisation with Pfizer
and AstraZeneca Covid-19 vac-
cines. Some of these events have led
to the restricted use of the Oxford-
AstraZeneca vaccine, known as
Covishield in India, and in a num-
ber of countries. 

The research published in the
British Medical Journal (BMJ) used
findings from more than 29 million
people, who were vaccinated with
the first doses of either vaccine
between December 2020 and April
2021. The findings showed though
there was an increased risk of hav-
ing a blood clot after  the first doses
of either vaccine, it was much
greater in someone who tested
positive for Covid-19 caused by the
SARS-CoV-2 virus.

“People should be aware of
these increased risks after Covid-19
vaccination and seek medical atten-
tion promptly if they develop symp-
toms, but also be aware that the risks
are considerably higher and over
longer periods of time if they
become infected with SARS-CoV-
2,” said Julia Hippisley-Cox,
Professor of Clinical Epidemiology
and General Practice at the
University of Oxford and lead
author of the paper.

The study covered thrombocy-
topenia - a condition with low
platelet counts — and throm-
boembolic events (blood clots) fol-
lowing vaccination for Covid-19,
some of the same events which had
led to restricted use in a number of
countries of the
Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine - being
produced and administered in India
as Covishield. They concluded that
with both of these vaccines, for short
time intervals following the first
dose, there are increased risks of
some haematological and vascular
adverse events leading to hospital-
isation or death. The authors further
noted that the risk of these adverse
events is substantially higher and for
a longer period of time, following
infection from the SARS-CoV-2
coronavirus than after either vac-
cine. “This research is important like
many other studies, while useful,
have been limited by small numbers
and potential biases. Electronic
healthcare records, which contain
the detailed recording of vaccina-
tions, infections, outcomes and
confounders, have provided us with
a rich source of data with which to
perform a robust evaluation of
these vaccines, and compare to
risks associated with Covid-19
infection,” explained Prof 
Hippisley-Cox.

When rare events are uncov-
ered, then regulators perform a risk-
benefit analysis of the medicine; to
compare the risks of the adverse
events if vaccinated versus the ben-

efits of avoidance of the disease - in
this case, Covid-19.

Aziz Sheikh, Professor of
Primary Care Research &
Development and Director of the
Usher Institute at the University of
Edinburgh and a co-author of the
paper, said: “This enormous study,
using data on over 29 million vac-
cinated people, has shown that
there is a very small risk of clotting
and other blood disorders following
the first dose Covid-19 vaccination.

“Though serious, the risk of
these same outcomes is much high-
er following SARS-CoV-2 infection.

“On balance, this analysis,
therefore, clearly underscores the
importance of getting vaccinated to
reduce the risk of these clotting and
bleeding outcomes in individuals,
and because of the substantial pub-
lic health benefit that Covid-19 vac-
cinations offer,” Sheikh 
said. In the paper, the team of
authors from the University of
Oxford, University of Leicester,
Guys and St Thomas’ NHS
Foundation Trust, the Intensive
Care National Audit & Research
Centre, the London School of
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, the
University of Cambridge, the
University of Edinburgh and the
University of Nottingham, com-
pared rates of adverse events after
vaccination with Pfizer/BioNTech
and Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccines
with rates of the same events after
a positive SARS-CoV-2 test 
result.

From Page 1
Meanwhile, evacuation flights from

Afghanistan resumed with new urgency on
Friday, a day after two suicide bombings targeted
the thousands of people desperately fleeing a
Taliban takeover and killed dozens. The US
warned more attacks could come ahead of next
week’s end to America’s longest war.

Two officials said 169 Afghans died, but a
final count might take time amid confusion, with
many bodies dismembered or not yet identified.
Scores more were wounded in the blasts. The
officials spoke on condition of anonymity
because they were not authorised to speak to the
media.

The US said 13 troops were killed in the
deadliest day for American forces in Afghanistan
since August 2011. As Afghan officials struggled
to deal with the dead, at least 10 bodies lay on
the grounds outside Wazir Akbar Khan Hospital,
where relatives said the mortuary could take no
more.

As the call to prayer echoed Friday through
Kabul along with the roar of departing planes,
the anxious crowds outside the city’s airport
appeared as large as ever despite the risks. They
are acutely aware that the window is closing to
board a flight before the airlift ends and
Western troops withdraw.

In an emotional speech on Thursday night,
President Joe Biden blamed the ISIS’ Afghanistan
affiliate, which is far more radical than the
Taliban fighters who seized power less than two
weeks ago in a lightning blitz across the coun-
try.“We will rescue the Americans; we will get
our Afghan allies out, and our mission will go
on,” Biden said. But despite intense pressure to
extend Tuesday’s deadline and his vow to hunt
down those responsible, he has cited the threat
of more terrorist attacks as a reason to keep to
his plan — as the Taliban have repeatedly insist-
ed he must.

The US said more than 100,000 people have
been safely evacuated from Kabul, but thousands
more are struggling to leave in one of history’s
largest airlifts. The White House said Friday
morning that 8,500 evacuees were flown out
aboard US Military aircraft in the previous 24
hours, along with about 4,000 people on coali-
tion flights. That is about the same total as the
day before the attacks.

More people hoping to flee arrived Friday
at the airport, though in one area Taliban fight-
ers set up a cordon about 1,600 feet away. Many
others will try to escape over land borders. The
United Nations refugee agency said a half-mil-
lion people or more could flee in a “worst-case
scenario” in the coming months.

Scenes of chaos, desperation, and horror
from the airport have transfixed the world.
Images of people standing knee-deep in sewage
and families thrusting documents and even
young children toward US Troops behind
razor wire have come to symbolise both the dis-
array of the last days of the American presence
in the country and the fears Afghans have for
their future.

But chances to help those hoping to join the
evacuation are fading fast. Many American allies
have already ended their efforts, in part to give
the US time to wrap up its own operations before
getting 5,000 of its troops out by Tuesday.

From Page 1
Of these, many of them

were Sikhs and Hindus.
Primarily, our focus will be on
Indian nationals, but we will
also stand by Afghans who
stood by us.”

He said as per the assess-
ment a vast majority of Indians
wishing to return were evacu-
ated, adding some more are
likely to be in Afghanistan. “I
do not have the exact number
for that,” Bagchi said.

As regards the scenario
there, he said the situation on
the ground is uncertain and the
primary concern is the securi-
ty and safety of the people.

On the possible engage-
ment with the Taliban, he said
currently, there is no clarity
about any entity forming a
Government in Kabul. “I think
we are jumping the gun regard-
ing recognition,” Bagchi said.

With no clarity in
Afghanistan due to the ongo-
ing turmoil, India continues to
monitor the situation very
carefully as this is an evolving
situation, he said.

Explaining the country’s
position regarding
Afghanistan, the spokesper-
son said India is seeking a
peaceful, prosperous and
democratic Afghanistan.

“The current focus is on
the security situation of
Afghanistan evacuations and
seeing how it unfolds. Other
countries are in the frame of

wait and watch,” he said.
External Affairs Minister S

Jaishankar on Thursday had
said the situation was “critical”
and India will have to wait to
let things “settle down” and be
“patient” before deciding its
approach towards the Taliban.

He made these observa-
tions while interacting with
media persons after briefing the
all-party meeting comprising
37 leaders from 31 parties.

Meanwhile, giving details
of the evacuation codenamed
“Operation Devi Shakti,”
Bagchi said, so far, over 550
people in six separate flights,
either from Kabul or
Dushanbe, were brought back
to India. Of these, over 260
were Indians.

The Government also facil-
itated evacuation of Indian
nationals through other agen-
cies, the spokesperson said
adding India is in touch with
various countries, like the US
and Tajikistan.

As chaos prevailed at the
Kabul international airport in
the last few days, a team of
Indian officials was based there
to co-ordinate with the US for
the safe entry of Indian nation-
als to the airport for onward
journey.  The US armed forces
are controlling the airport.

Moreover, the IAF and Air
India planes were based in
Dushanbe in Tajikistan due to
overcrowding at the Kabul air-
port. The NATO and the US

planes ferried the Indian con-
tingents to Dushanbe to be air-
lifted to New Delhi in Indian
aircraft. Also, all the Indian air-
craft avoided Pakistani air-
space and flew through the
Iranian and Uzbekistan air-
space for the rescue missions.

Bagchi said the last flight
on Thursday had 40-odd peo-
ple. He also said the
Government was aware of
reports that Afghan nationals
were facing difficulties in
reaching the airport. “We know
some Afghan nationals, includ-
ing Afghan Sikhs and Hindus,
could not reach the airport on
August 25. Our flight had to
come without them,” he added.
The flight was supposed to air-
lift 185 passengers initially.

Meanwhile, reacting
strongly to blasts at the Kabul
airport, Rony Yedidia Clein,
Chargé d’affaires at the
Embassy of Israel in India con-
demned the terrorist attacks
and said Israel is shocked and
saddened.

“We’re deeply concerned
about the deteriorating human
rights situation in Afghanistan.
We thought maybe things
would start getting normal but
it seems that it’s just getting
worse and deteriorating,” she
added. “We see this as very
problematic for the progress of
Afghan people and for women
in general. We are very con-
cerned about this,” she 
said. 

From Page 1
Sisodia said in the last one month, the State

Government has instituted several drives all
over Delhi to vaccinate teachers and 98 per
cent of Delhi Government schoolteachers and
all school staff have received their first dose.

“We are administering the second dose as
well. Private schools have also reported that
a high number of staff have been vaccinated.
We are ensuring that all staff get fully vacci-
nated as soon as possible, “ he said.

Before its decision to reopen all sort of
academic activities, the Delhi Government had
invited suggestions from parents and teachers.
“At least 70 per cent people wanted schools and
colleges to reopen, while rest believed that
schools should reopen in a staggered manner.
Only a handful of people did not want
schools to reopen,” the Delhi Government said.

From Page 1
“I told him everything. There were political as well

State administrative discussions. In the end, I request-
ed Rahul Gandhi to visit Chhattisgarh. He gladly
accepted the invitation, he will be there next week.
He (Rahul Gandhi) will first visit Bastar, and inspect
the various projects and works there,” Baghel told the
media outside Rahul’s residence after a three-hour long
marathon meeting. AICC General Secretary
Organisation K V Venugopal and State AICC incharge
PL Punia were also present. Priyanka who has been
taking active participation in resolving the political
and Government crisis in Punjab and Rajasthan, also
joined the meeting. The war between CM Bhupesh
Baghel and TS Singh Deo has been a cause for con-
cern for the Congress leadership for some time now.

Deo has claimed that according to an agreement
made after the Congress came to power in
Chhattisgarh in 2018, he should have been the Chief
Minister after two-and-a-half years. Bhupesh Baghel
denied the claim. In a bid to pacify the situation, Rahul
Gandhi had met both of them separately on Tuesday
and again on Friday he met with Baghel.

After Friday’s meeting, AICC sources reiterated
that as of now, Baghel would continue as the Chief
Minister. Rahul again cautioned the CM over com-
plaints raised by TS Singh Deo and asked both lead-
ers to work together till a final decision is made after
his visit. Several Chhattisgarh Congress MLAs includ-
ing a host of Ministers have expressed  support in
favour of Bhupesh Baghel, and they have been camp-
ing in the national Capital since Tuesday.

The Ministers and MLAs met Punia at his resi-
dence in the morning and are learnt to have put their
weight behind Bhupesh Baghel, saying the State
Government is providing good governance under the
incumbent Chief Minister. Earlier in the day, Baghel
held a meeting with over his camp side 40 MLAs and
Ministers who are in national Capital.

Asked about the change of guard, Baghel said the
party’s in-charge for the State had already mentioned
last time that there was a discussion on the leader-
ship and there was nothing more to be said. Early this
month in a crucial meeting with party chief Sonia
Gandhi, Baghel had said that he would resign from
the CM post the moment Congress leaders Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi ask him to. 

From Page 1
Rawat had even gone public in an interview to a private

TV channel in saying that if Sidhu did not sack such advis-
ers, he would do so himself. Eventually, Mali quit as advisor
to Punjab Congress president — announcing the same on
Facebook

The power struggle between Amarinder and the Sidhu is
intensifying with each passing day — forcing the party high
command to finally rein in the cricketer-turned-politician after
giving him enough liberty despite his diatribe against his own
party’s government and the Chief Minister.

While Opposition parties are gearing up for the 2022 polls,
the both factions are engaged in ‘show of strength’ to outdo
on one-another. On Thursday night, Cabinet Minister Rana
Gurmeet Singh Sodhi threw a dinner party claiming that 59
legislators and eight MPs among others attended the same, and
exhibited confidence in Capt Amarinder’s leadership.

The development assumes significance as the Sidhu camp
had, the previous week, claimed that 34 MLAs did not have
faith in the Chief Minister’s leadership and wanted him to be
replaced. In a major embarrassment to Sidhu camp, no less
than nine leaders claimed not to be part of the meeting against

the Chief Minister. On Friday, Capt Amarinder
met the former Chief Minister Rajinder Kaur
Bhattal - apparently to fortify his support.

Only recently, the state party affairs’ gen-
eral secretary in-charge Harish Rawat made it
clear to Sidhu that he has only been appoint-
ed Congress president and not given the
responsibility of the entire Congress party. “We
have given the party leadership to Sidhu, not
the Congress to him,” he said on moves to
change the Chief Minister ahead of the
Assembly polls slated in early 2022. Besides,
Rawat had also snubbed the ‘dissident’
Ministers and MLAs, who met him in
Dehradun, seeking Capt Amarinder’s ouster
declaring that the veteran Congress leader
would lead the party in 2022 polls.
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The ruling BJP declared a
total income of �3,623.28

crore during the financial year
2019-20 but spent only 45.57
per cent (�1,651.022 crore) of
it. In contrast, the total income
of Congress was five times less
than BJP at �682.21 crore but
the main Opposition party
overshot its expenses spending
�998.158 crore.

In its report, the
Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR) said that
between 2018-19 and 2019-20,
the BJP’s income increased by
50.34% (�1,213.20 crore) from
�2,410.08 crore to � 3,623.28
crore. On the other hand, the
Congress’s income decreased
by 25.69 per cent ( �235.82
crore) from �918.03 crore dur-
ing 2018-19 to�682.21 crore
during 2019-20.

However, it was NCP
which registered highest
increase in income. “Between
2018-19 and 2019-20, the high-
est percentage increase in
income was declared by the
NCP of 68.77% (�34.873 crore)
from �50.71 crore in 2018-19
to �85.583 crore during FY
2019-20,” it said.

The ADR said that as per
the data shared by SBI in

response to ADR’s RTI appli-
cation, electoral bonds worth
�3,429.5586 crore were
redeemed by parties in 2019-
20. Of this, 87.29 per cent was
received by four national par-
ties – BJP, INC, AITC & NCP,”
it said.

“Seven national parties
(BJP, Congress, CPM, NCP,
BSP, AITC and CPI) have
declared a total income of
�4,758.206 crore, collected
from all over India,” the ADR
report said. 

The national parties that
received the maximum income
from donations or contribu-
tions include the BJP (�
3,427.775 crore), the Congress
(�469.386 crore), AITC
(�108.548 crore), CPM (�
93.017 crore) and CPI (�3.024
crore).

“Four national parties
namely BJP, INC, AITC and
NCP collected 62.92 per cent
(�2,993.826 cr) of their total
income from donations
through electoral bonds in
2019-20. BJP received dona-
tions through electoral bonds
worth �2,555.0001 crore,
Congress received �317.861
crore, AITC received �s
100.4646 crore and NCP
received �20.50 crore,” the
report said. 
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The Subject Expert
Committee (SEC) has rec-

ommended phase 1 clinical
trials of Reliance Life Sciences’

vaccine candidate against
Covid-19. The proposed jab
comprises two doses, and is
based on a recombinant protein
platform, as per reports.

Reliance Life Sciences,
owned by  Mukesh Ambani-led
business group, if given a nod
from the Drugs Controller
General India,  the country’s
top drugs regulator, can begin
the first phase of clinical trials
for its vaccine candidate.

While Reliance Sciences
itself is a testing centre for

Covid-19, the exercise will be
conducted at 10 sites, including
those in Delhi, Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu and Andhra
Pradesh. Phase 1 lasts for near-
ly two months, or 58 days, and
is conducted to detect the
highest number of doses that
most patients can tolerate, as
per reports. The DCGI has thus
far granted Emergency Use
Authorisation (EUA) to six
vaccines, of which two are
indigenous while the rest are
foreign-made.
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New Delhi:Farmer groups
protesting against the farm
laws on Friday called for a
‘Bharat Bandh’ on September
25 to intensify their fight. They
had earlier called Bharat Bandh
on September 25, 2020
December 8 ,2020 and March
26, 2021. This will be the
fourth “Bharat Bandh’, by the
farmers and second in 2021.
On Thursday, the farmers’
protest against the three con-
tentious laws completed nine
months since they first arrived
at the Delhi borders. The

Samyukt Kisan Morcha  said
the move is aimed at further
strengthening and expanding
the farmers’ agitation which
began in Nov last year.
Addressing a press conference
at Delhi’s Singhu border, Ashish
Mittal from SKM said ,”We are
calling for a ‘Bharat bandh’ on
Sept 25.  “This is happening
after a similar ‘bandh’ was
organised on the same date last
year, and we hope that it would
be more successful than the one
last year which was held amid
the coronavirus pandemic.PNS
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Despite separate alerts of a
terror attack in Kabul by

agencies of Denmark,
Australia, France, the US and
the UK and their putting them
out in public domain, Indian
security agencies or the exter-
nal affairs ministry delayed in
taking cognizance of the evolv-
ing threat in Afghanistan and
issuing specific advisory of a
terror threat in the Afghan
Capital. Luckily, no Indian was
either hurt or killed in the
deadly bombings in Kabul on
Thursday. Even Pakistan,
which has close ties with
Taliban, stopped its flights to
Kabul a week before the twin
bombings. “This should have

raised an alarm in the securi-
ty establishment here. 

The agencies should have
picked up the development for
issuing an advisory to Indian
citizens there,” a source in the
security establishment admit-
ted.In 2019 too, when the
“Easter Bombings” happened,
the agencies did not issue an
advisory to the Indian citizens
in Sri Lanka despite the Centre
having an advance and specif-
ic inputs of an impending ter-
ror attack in the high security
diplomatic zone of Colombo to
the Government there. The
diplomatic staff and the secu-
rity personnel already present
in Afghanistan were evacuated
even before the Indian nation-
als could fly out of Kabul.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has seized

seven luxurious vehicles
including two BMW, two
Mercedes, one Honda Civic,
one Toyota Fortuner and a
Mahindra Scorpio following
searches in a posh locality in
Kolkata in connection with
the money laundering case
against Rose Valley Group of
companies.

The ED had initiated
money laundering investiga-
tion on the basis of FIRs reg-
istered by West Bengal Police
against Rose Valley Group of
companies, its Chairman
Gautam Kundu and others.
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Amid renewed surge in
Covid-19 cases in Kerala

and Maharashtra, India on
Friday administered over 93
lakh doses under its nationwide
vaccination drive — the high-
est ever vaccination achieved in
a single day since the start of
vaccination drive on January 16.

Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya tweeted,
“Congratulations to the citizens
as India today administers his-
toric 90 lakh #COVID19 vac-
cines until now - and still
counting!

In another significant
achievement, India’s Covid vac-
cination coverage crossed 62
crore, said an official from the
Union Health Ministry. The

Ministry has also written to
Kerala to adopt a five-pronged
strategy to contain the rising
Covid cases.

Rajesh Bhushan, Union
Health Secretary wrote that
the Southern State should focus
on vaccination, genome sur-
veillance, testing strategy, con-
tainment measures and other
preventive steps to combat the
infection which is spreading
unabated in the region. “All 14
districts in the State have been
identified with high positivity
rate which is a ‘cause of grave
concern’ …the cases have been
been on the higher side in
view of the Onam festival and
the trend is likely to continue in
next few days, containment
measures should be strictly
adopted,” said the letter.
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Following the directions of
the Supreme Court, the

Election Commission of India
(ECI) has created a fund in
which fines pertaining to con-
tempt of court can be deposit-
ed for not publishing criminal
antecedents of their candidates
by the political parties.

The ECI has created a
Fund in which fines for con-
tempt of court can be deposit-
ed. The fines can be deposited
by way of cheque in the name
of PAY AND ACCOUNTS
OFFICER or through elec-
tronic mode in the Punjab
National Bank receipt accounts
i.e. A/C No. 0153002100000180
(Name of the account
“Collection A/C Election
Commission of India”) IFSC
code PUNB0015300. 
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The Madras High Court on
Friday dismissed a petition

filed by Anubhav Ravi, a local
leader of the AIADMK from
Nilgiri seeking a directive to
Tamil Nadu Police to call off fur-
ther investigation into the
Kodanad Estate heist case of
April 2017. Meanwhile, the ses-
sions court in Nilgiri district
which was to hear the case on
Friday, adjourned the same to
September 2 in response to a
request made by the lawyers rep-
resenting the AIADMK.

The case has many political
implications as the estate mea-
suring 900 acres and the man-
sion built inside the vast stretch
of forest land was owned by late
J Jayalalithaa, former chief min-
ister and the AIADMK General
Secretary. The Estate was a
favourite retreat of Jayalalithaa
and she had spent a lot of time
in the sprawling estate which
was designated as her unofficial
headquarters. The Estate bun-
galow was robbed allegedly by
a group of people and the secu-
rity guard Om Bahadur was
found murdered on April 24,
2017. Since Jayalalithaa passed
away intestate, there were alle-
gations that the robbery was part
of a move by someone to remove
valuable documents from the
Estate Bungalow.

.�/� �*�
���&&���� 8=�� 

Amidst concerns expressed
by veteran medical doctors

about the high speed trans-
mission of Covid-19 in the
State, 32,801 new persons were
diagnosed with the pandemic
in Kerala on Friday, says a
release by Veena George,
Health Minister.

The Health Department
tested 1.7 lakh samples
throughout the State during the
last 24 hours which also saw
179 patients succumbing to the
pandemic. With this, the death

toll in the State reached 20,313.
The Test Positivity Rate as on
Friday evening was 19.22.

The fact that 31, 281 out of
the 32, 801 new patients were
afflicted with the disease
through contact adds to the
seriousness of the situation in
the State, according to doctors
in the Government service. “It
looks like things have gone out
of control in Kerala and the
Government should take
immediate emergency mea-
sures to check the fatalities,”
said a doctor with more than
three decades experience in

Government service.
There is no let up in the

number of health workers get-
ting afflicted with Covid-19.
On Friday, 116 health workers
tested positive all over Kerala
putting a question mark on the
depleting number of medical
staff available to take care of the
patients.

Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, who was briefing the
media regularly about the
State’s measures to counter the
transmission of the disease
has remained incommunicado
for the last three weeks. 
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Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
on Friday inaugurated the

Parliamentary Outreach
Programme for the empower-
ment of Panchayati Raj
Institutions of the Union
Territory of Ladakh at the
Sindhu Sanskritik Kendra, Leh.

The programme was also
attended by Union Ministers
Nityanand Rai, Bhagwant
Khuba, Ladakh UT LG
Lieutenant Radha Krishna
Mathur; Ladakh MP Jamyang
Tsering Namgyal amongst oth-
ers.

Referring to the just con-
cluded Monsoon Session, Birla
observed that Parliament is the
supreme democratic institution
and it is the responsibility of the

Parliament to strengthen
democracy at all levels includ-
ing at the Panchayat level.

Emphasising on the role of
Parliament as a forum of dis-
cussion, Birla shared that
Parliament, as the supreme
democratic institution, should
be the centre of discussion and
not disruption. He appealed the
Members to maintain the sanc-
tity of the House.

Birla also said that recently
13 parliamentary standing com-
mittees of Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha with more than two hun-
dred Members have visited the
UT of  Ladakh which speaks
about the commitment of the
Parliament of India to further
the development of Ladakh
without compromising its iden-
tity and culture. 

/(����.����� ��� @�662

Former Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister and presi-

dent of the Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) Mehbooba Mufti
has been found guilty of vio-
lating Covid-19 appropriate
behaviour and other standard
operating procedures by the
Union Territory administra-
tion.

According to official
sources,  after the PDP chief
addressed a  largely attended
public gathering in South
Kashmir area of Shopian on
August 25, Executive
Magistrate Ist class/ Tehsildar
Shopian served her a notice to
explain as to why action under
the relevant sections of the
Disaster Management Act and
the Indian Penal Code may not
be initiated against you for vio-
lations of Covid appropriate
behaviour and SoP's.

“It has come to the notice
that PDP President Mehbooba
Mufti had called a public gath-
ering beyond the prescribed
number and the time in viola-
tion of the COVID-19 SOPs in
vogue. I am serving a notice
under Section 51(b) of the
Disaster Management Act
(DMA) 2005 and you are
directed to explain as to why
action under the relevant sec-
tions of the DMA and the
Indian Penal Code may not be
initiated against you”.
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Amid reports that the
Trinamool Congress would

soon do to BJP in Tripura what
the latter did to it in Bengal
before this year’s Assembly elec-
tions, speculations ran high
over senior BJP leader and
MLA Sudip Roy Burman’s visit
to Kolkata on Wednesday along
with three other party
Legislators.

While the BJP leadership
remained tightlipped about a
possible split in the Tripura saf-
fron ranks Trinamool sources in
Bengal confirmed that a meet-
ing had taken place between
Roy Burman — a former
Trinamool Congress-turned-
BJP leader— and TMC nation-
al general secretary Abhishek
Banerjee.

There chemistry between
Roy Burman— a former Health

Minister of his State and a close
aide of Trinamool national vice
president Mukul Roy-—and
Tripura Chief Minister Biplab
Deb had deteriorated particu-
larly after he was sacked from
his post in 2019.
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Kolkata: The Enforcement
Directorate probing the multi-
crore Sharada and other chit
fund scams on Friday sub-
mitted supplementary
chargesheet implicating a
number of known personali-
ties that included TMC leader
and former MP Kunal Ghosh,
senior journalist Suman
Chatterjee and others, sources
said.
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After the heat and dust over
his arrest, Union Minister

Narayan Rane on Friday
resumed his “Jan Ashirwad
Yatra” by demanding to know
as to what kind of bravery the
Shiv Sena-led MVA
Government displayed when it
arrested him like a “dacoit” "or
a "robber" using such a huge
police force at a time when it
is supposed to be addressing
the problems of the
people.

Resuming the third phase
of his “Jan Ashirwad Yatra” at
Ratnagiri in coastal Konkan
region, a belligerent Rane
trained his guns at his bête noir
and Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray, by
saying: “You arrested a Union
Minister like you arrest a dacoit
and that too using a police force
of 250 personnel. What kind of
bravery it was, doing such a
thing when the people are dis-
tressed, farm loan waiver has
not happened and flood-affect-
ed people have not received
relief?”.

Rane -- who was appar-
ently still bitter about the man-
ner in which he was arrested
from Sangameshwar in
Ratnagiri district on Tuesday
“tight-slap-slur” against
Maharashtra Chief Minister
and Shiv Sena President
Uddhav Thackeray – vowed
not to spare ruling Shiv 
Sena.

“Your Government has no
money to compensate the
flood-affected people. What
kind of things do you say
against me? I am not going to
spare you. If you want to dig
into my past, please do. You
have been digging into my
past for the last two years. But
you have not found anything
against me.. I also know your
past. How were Ramesh More
and Jaya Jadhav murdered?," he
asked.                 
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US President Joe Biden has
vowed to "hunt" down the

terrorists and make them "pay"
for the twin blasts at the Kabul
airport in Afghanistan that
killed 13 American soldiers and
injured 18 others, and ordered
his commanders to develop
plans to strike back at them.

Two suicide bombers and
gunmen attacked crowds of
Afghans flocking to the Hamid
Karzai International Airport
in Kabul airport on Thursday,
killing more than 100 people,
including 13 US troops. The
Islamic State's Afghanistan affil-
iate, dubbed Islamic State
Khorasan or ISIS-K, 
claimed responsibility for the
attack.

"To those who carried out
this attack, as well as anyone
who wishes America harm
notice, we will not forgive. We
will not forget. We will hunt
you down and make you pay.
I will defend our interests and
our people with every measure
at my command," Biden said in
his remarks at the White House
on Thursday.

An emotional president
bowed his head for a moment
of silence for US service mem-
bers killed in the attacks at the
Kabul airport.

"These American service
members who gave their lives
- it's an overused word, but it's

totally appropriate here - were
heroes," said Biden, who
appeared to be fighting back
tears. He ordered US flags to
half-staff across the country.

Biden said the ISIS-K was
behind the gruesome attack at
the Hamid Karzai International
Airport in Kabul and at a hotel
nearby on Thursday.

"As you all know, the ter-
rorist attacks that we've been
talking about and worried
about within the intelligence

community, was an undertak-
ing attack by a group known as
ISIS-K," Biden said.

"They took the lives of
American service members
standing guard at the airport
and wounded several others
seriously. They also wounded,
a number of civilians, and civil-
ians were killed as well," he said.

Biden said he has ordered
his commanders to develop
operational plans to strike ISIS-
K assets, leadership and facilities.
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The UK's defence chief
promised Friday to “get to

the bottom of ” a security lapse
that saw documents identifying
Afghan staff members and job
applicants left behind at the
abandoned British Embassy in
Kabul.

Times of London reporter
Anthony Loyd said he found
the papers scattered on the
ground as he toured Kabul's
abandoned diplomatic district
with a Taliban escort this week.

Defence Secretary Ben
Wallace said “clearly it's not
good enough” that the docu-
ments were left unsecured. He
said British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson “will be asking
some questions” about what

had happened.
“We'll find out and get to

the bottom of it,” Wallace told
LBC radio.

Thousands of citizens who
worked with Western forces
have been trying to leave
Afghanistan, fearing reprisals
now that the Taliban control
the country.

Loyd said the documents
included the name and address
of a senior embassy staff mem-
ber, the contact details for
other employees and the
resumes and addresses 
of people applying to be inter-
preters.

He called the phone num-
bers he found and learned that
some of the staffers had already
left Afghanistan but others
were still in the country, includ-

ing three Afghan employees
and eight family members
stranded outside Kabul's air-
port as they tried to leave.

The government said they
were eventually found and
taken to safety. The Times said
the fate of at least two of the job
applicants remains unknown.

The House of Commons'
Foreign Affairs Committee said
it would hold an inquiry into
how the documents got aban-
doned during the hurried
departure of U.K. Diplomats
from the embassy as the
Taliban advanced on Kabul
earlier this month.

The Foreign Office said in
a statement that “during the
drawdown of our embassy
every effort was made to
destroy sensitive material.” 
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The UN refugee agency is
gearing up for as many as

half a million people or more
to flee from Afghanistan in a
“worst-case scenario” in the
coming months.

UNHCR says the situa-
tion in Afghanistan following
the Taliban takeover last week
“remains uncertain and may
evolve rapidly,” with up to
515,000 new refugees fleeing.

The agency said that would
add to the 2.2 million Afghans
who already are registered as
refugees abroad — nearly all of
them in Pakistan and Iran.

“The upsurge of violence
across the country and the fall
of the elected government may
have a serious impact on civil-
ians and cause further dis-
placement,” the plan said.

The agency cited estimates
that 558,000 people have been

internally displaced within
Afghanistan due to armed con-
flict this year alone – four in
five of them women and chil-
dren. “UNHCR estimates that
the number of displaced will
rise, both internally and across
border,” it said.

Najeeba Wazedafost, CEO
of the Asia Pacific Refugee
Network, in an online UNHCR
news conference on Friday,
warned of “coming darkness”
in Afghanistan amid a “tragi-
cally intertwined series of
crises.”

The U.N. agency is seeking
nearly $300 million for its
response plan for inter-agency
requirements. 

13��/"�������
����	��	�����
����������������

��	�����7	42D�����		3�47
4	�9�D�E;$$�0�����4�?�9����

9	�8�4�	�8��4�?�9�
�4�	9)�7	42D�9	F��9	0	4���

Beijing: China on Friday
expressed shock at the deadly
suicide attacks at Kabul airport,
saying the security situation in
Afghanistan remained “compli-
cated and severe” and that
Beijing will work with the inter-
national community to cope
with terrorist threats and prevent
the war-ravaged country from
becoming a hotbed of terrorism.

Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian said
that the Chinese Embassy in
Kabul, which was still operat-

ing, verified and found that
there were no Chinese casual-
ties in the suicide attacks.

“China is shocked by the
explosions near the Kabul air-
port which caused massive
casualties. We also strongly
condemn that,” Zhao said.

Two suicide bombers and
gunmen attacked crowds of
Afghans flocking to the Hamid
Karzai International Airport in
Kabul on Thursday, killing
more than 100 people, includ-
ing 13 US troops. PTI
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Tehran: Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi said
Afghanistan's neighbours
should support the formation
a broad-based government in
Kabul. Raisi spoke on Thursday
during a meeting with visiting
Pakistani foreign minister to
Tehran, saying other nations
should only play the role of a
“facilitator for establishing a
broad-based and inclusive gov-
ernment with presence of all
people and groups.”

The remarks were posted

on Raisi's website. He said Iran
has hosted some 4 million
Afghan refugees in the past
four decades and it has sup-
ported the people of
Afghanistan. The presence of
Western nations in the region
would not be conducive to its
“security,” he alleged.

Iran has seen the presence
of U.S. Forces in Afghanistan
and Iraq as a threat on its
doorstep. It has welcomed the
U.S. Evacuation even as it cau-
tiously looks to the next moves

by the Taliban.
Unlike in 1998, when Iran

came to the bring of war with
the Taliban over the killings of
several Iranian diplomats in
Afghanistan after the Taliban
came to power, Iranian state
media have in recent weeks
claimed that the Taliban have
changed and pose no threat to
Iran. Critics, however, warn
that the Taliban will return to
their anti-Iranian stance as
soon as they shore up their full
control of Afghanistan. AP
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Afederal court in
Washington has set time-

lines for responses to be filed
to an Indian Government peti-
tion seeking dismissal of a suit
by Britain's Cairn Energy that
sought enforcement of a $1.2
billion arbitral award.

Judge Richard J Leon of the
US District Court for the
District of Colombia has given
Cairn time till September 10 to
file a response to the
Government's 'Motion to
Dismiss' petition.

Thereafter, the Indian gov-
ernment can file a reply in sup-
port of its motion by October
1.

This can be countered by
Cairn by October 20 and a fur-
ther two months have been
granted to the Indian govern-
ment to file its reply in support
of its motion, according to an
August 25 order of the 
court.

The British firm had in
May asked the US federal court
to force Air India to pay the
USD 1.26 billion arbitration
award the firm had won in
December.

The government on
August 13 filed a 'Motion to
Dismiss' petition saying the dis-

trict court lacked subject mat-
ter jurisdiction in the dispute
between Cairn and the Indian
tax authority.

The move came within
days of the government enact-
ing a legislation to scrap a tax
rule that gave the tax depart-
ment power to go 50 years back
and slap capital gains levies
wherever ownership had
changed hands overseas but
business assets were in India.

That rule had been used to
levy a cumulative of Rs 1.10
lakh crore of taxes on 17 enti-
ties, including Rs 10,247 crore
on Cairn.

Officials said rules for
withdrawal of such tax
demands are in the process of
being framed.

"One of the requirements
for the dropping of the retro-
spective tax demands is that the

parties concerned have to give
an undertaking for withdraw-
al all cases against the govern-
ment/tax department.

"So, while all this is in
process, the government is
obligated to respond in any
legal matter where there is a
time bar for doing so," an offi-
cial explained.

Cairn had challenged the
Rs 10,247 crore tax demand
before an international arbi-
tration tribunal, which in
December last year overturned
the same and ordered the gov-
ernment to refund the money
collected.

The government initially
refused to return the USD 1.2
billion, forcing Cairn to take
action to recover that money
through seizure of Indian assets
overseas.

In May, it took flag carrier
Air India Ltd to court in the
US.

Last month, it got a French
court order to seize real estate
asset belonging to the Indian
government in Paris.

It had contended before the
US court that Air India is con-
trolled by the Indian govern-
ment so much that they are
"alter egos" and the airline
company should be liable for
the arbitration award.
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Equity benchmark Sensex
climbed 175 points to close

above the 56,000-mark for the
first time on Friday, driven by
strong buying in infrastructure,
finance and pharma stocks
despite lacklustre global cues.

A strengthening rupee,
which surged 53 paise against
the US dollar, further bol-
stered sentiment, traders said.

Staging a smart rebound
after a gap-down opening, the
30-share BSE Sensex settled
175.62 points or 0.31 per cent
higher at its new closing peak
of 56,124.72.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty gained 68.30 points or
0.41 per cent to finish at a
record 16,705.20.

UltraTech Cement was the
top gainer in the Sensex pack,
surging 3.64 per cent, followed
by L&T, Dr Reddy’s, Bajaj
Finserv, Sun Pharma, TCS,
Bharti Airtel and Kotak Bank.

On the other hand, Infosys,
IndusInd Bank, M&M, Nestle
India, HCL Tech, HDFC Bank
and Tech Mahindra were
among the laggards, shedding
up to 1.07 per cent.

"Indian benchmark indices
remained in positive territory

even as global markets traded
mixed as investors awaited
announcements from the
Jackson Hole Economic
Symposium. Mid and small-
cap stocks continued their out-
performance while recovery
in the metal and pharma sec-
tors guided them to be the sec-
toral leaders.

"Globally, markets are
awaiting comments from the
Fed chair on the US economy
and clarity on its future policy
changes," said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

During the week, the
Sensex gained 795.40 points or
1.43 per cent, while the Nifty
advanced 254.70 points or 1.54
per cent.

"The domestic equity mar-
kets remained buoyant during

the whole week, with advances
seen in the frontline as well as
the sectoral indexes. The
progress which the markets
have made so far is based on
the expected performance of
the economy, and therefore, of
the corporates, mainly against
the background of low interest
rates and liquidity which is
aplenty.

"FIIs have been sellers all
the days while the mop up
through IPOs stands at close to
USD 2.50 billion so far this
month. There has been some
selling in the midcaps and
small caps which stems from
the fact that both the indexes
have become relatively more
expensive, and the large caps
looked a shade better," said
Joseph Thomas, Head of
Research, Emkay Wealth
Management.

All BSE sectoral indices
closed in the green on Friday,
led by capital goods (2.14 per
cent), basic materials (1.69 per
cent), industrials (1.58 per
cent) and power (1.46 per
cent).

The broader BSE midcap
and smallcap indices spurted
up to 1.04 per cent, outper-
forming the benchmark.
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India Ratings and Research
on Friday said it expects the

aggregate fiscal deficit of States
in the country to moderate to
4.1 per cent of GDP in the cur-
rent financial year from its ear-
lier expectation of 4.3 per cent.

In line with the slight mod-
eration in its forecast for fiscal
deficit in FY22, the agency
expects the aggregate
debt/GDP ratio to come in
lower at 32.4 per cent in FY22
as against the previous estimate
of 34 per cent.

"We expect the aggregate
fiscal deficit of Indian states to
moderate to 4.1 per cent of the
gross domestic product
(GDP)," the agency said in a
report.

The revenue receipts of
state governments are expect-
ed to improve, backed by an
economic recovery, resulting
from a large section of the pop-
ulace receiving vaccinations, it
said.This would lead to states
further easing restrictions on
business and commercial activ-
ity, the agency said.

"We now expect the aggre-
gate revenue deficit of states to
come in marginally lower at 1.3

per cent of GDP in FY22 than
the earlier forecast of 1.5 per
cent of GDP," it said.

After analysis of informa-
tion of 14 states for Q1 FY22,
the agency found that the
aggregate revenue receipts of
these states grew 30.8 per cent
to Rs 3.95 lakh crore during the
period.

Although the considerable
improvement is due to a low
base, revenue receipts grew
1.5 per cent in Q1 FY22 over
the pre-COVID 19 period of
Q1 FY20, it said.

The agency further said the
aggregate own tax and non-tax
revenue receipt of 14 states
grew 77 per cent Y-o-Y and 46
per cent y-o-y, respectively, in
Q1 FY22.

This indicates that these
states'' revenue collection was
resilient to the disruptions
from the second Covid 
wave.

All states'' gross market
borrowings were Rs 7.88 lakh
crore in FY''21.

During April-July 2021,
states'' aggregate market bor-
rowing was lower at Rs 1.94
lakh crore than Rs 2.1 lakh
crore in April-July 2020, the
report said.
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New York:The Pulitzer Prize
Board announced a special
citation Friday for people in
Afghanistan who risked their
safety to help produce news
stories and images from their
war-torn country.  

“From staff and freelance
correspondents to interpreters
to drivers to hosts, courageous
Afghan residents helped pro-
duce Pulitzer-winning and
Pulitzer-worthy images and sto-
ries that have contributed to a
wider understanding of pro-
foundly tragic and complicated
circumstances,” the board said.
The citation comes with a
$100,000 emergency relief
grant intended to help men and
women involved in journalism
in Afghanistan either resettle or
to continue their work safely.
The Western pullout and the
swift Taliban takeover of
Afghanistan have left thou-
sands of people, including jour-
nalists.
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As monsoon deficiency
touched 10 percent

between June 1 and August 26,
the Ministry of Agriculture’s
data released on Friday showed
area sown to paddy has dipped
1.23 per cent at 388.56 lakh
hectares so far. In the same
period, area sown to coarse
cereals, oilseeds and cotton
remained lower, while that of
pulses, sugarcane and
jute/mesta rose marginally.      

As per the Ministry data,
farmers planted paddy in
388.56 lakh hectares till August
26, as against 393.41 lakh
hectares in the year-ago peri-
od. Total paddy acreage has so
far remained marginally lower
in most states, except for states
like Madhya Pradesh. For

instance, area under paddy in
Odisha was down to 31.25
lakh hectares as against 36.04
lakh hectares, while in
Telangana it was 17.61 lakh
hectares as against 18.79 lakh
hectares in the corresponding
period of last year. Similarly in
Chhattisgarh, paddy acreage
was down at 36.67 lakh
hectares till August 26 as
against 39.04 lakh hectares in
the year-ago period. The fall in
paddy sowing was due to the
large deficit in rainfall in
Odisha, Gujarat, Jammu and
Kashmir and Mizoram.      

Area sown to coarse cere-
als too showed a slight decline
to 170.98 lakh hectares till
August 26 of this kharif season
as against 173.61 lakh hectares
in the year-ago period. Oilseeds
acreage was also down at

189.51 lakh hectares as against
192.51 lakh hectares. However,
pulses acreage rose marginal-
ly at 135.83 lakh hectares till
August 26 compared to 134.23
lakh hectares in the year-ago
period. Among cash crops,
area sown to cotton remained
down at 117.42 lakh hectares as
against 128.41 lakh 
hectares.

In contrast, area under
sugarcane was up marginally
at 54.70 lakh hectares as
against 53.96 lakh hectares,
while that of jute/mesta was
flat at 7.03 lakh hectare as
against 7 lakh hectares earli-
er, as per the data. Sowing of
paddy, the main kharif crop,
begins with the onset of
southwest monsoon from
June. Harvesting commences
from October.
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Businesses that have not filed
GSTR-3B returns in the

preceding two months will not
be able to file details of outward
supplies in GSTR-1 from
September 1, GSTN has 
said.

While businesses file
GSTR-1 of a particular month
by the 11th day of the subse-
quent month, GSTR-3B,
through which businesses pay
taxes, is filed in a staggered
manner between 20th-24th
day of the succeeding 
month. 

In an advisory to taxpayers,
GSTN, which manages the
technology backbone for
Goods and Services Tax, said
that Rule-59(6) of Central GST
Rules which provides for
restriction in filing of GSTR-1,
will come into effect from
September 1, 2021.

According to the rule, a
registered person shall not be
allowed to furnish the details
of outward supplies of goods
or services or both in Form
GSTR-1, if he has not fur-
nished the return in Form
GSTR-3B for preceding two
months.
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India's top oil firm Indian Oil Corp (IOC)
on Friday said it will invest close to � 1 lakh

crore to raise its refining capacity by almost
a third in the next 4-5 years as it saw fuel
demand continuing to grow in near 
future.

Addressing the company's annual meet-
ing of shareholders, IOC Chairman Shrikant
Madhav Vaidya said petrol demand is
already back at pre-COVID levels and
diesel - the most used fuel in the country -
should return to normal levels by Diwali.

"Forecasts by various agencies see
Indian fuel demand climbing to 400-450
million tonne by 2040 from the present 250
million tonne. This offers enough legroom
for all forms of energy to co-exist," he 
said.
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Inaugurating a 1.24MWp rooftop solar power plant,
Manoj Joshi, General Manager, Metro Railway, on

Thursday, dedicated it to the service of the nation.
This power plant has been installed on the roofs of
the two major buildings of Central Park Depot of
East-West Metro and is scattered over 19173 sq.
metre rooftop area.  As a result, Metro Railway will
be able to save Rs. 45 lakhs(approx)  per 
annum.

This project which has been executed through
Public Private Partnership Mode is equipped with all
standard protections and safety checks. Metro
Railway has provided the rooftop areas whereas the
solar power developer has done complete designing,
procurement, installation, testing and commission-
ing work.  Solar power developer will also operate
and maintain this plant for 25 years.  

This plant has been constructed as a part of 100
MW-peak rooftop solar generation projects for Indian
Railways which aims to become ‘Net Zero Carbon
Emitter’ by 2030.
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The US officials in
Afghanistan naively hand-

ed the Taliban a "kill list" to tar-
get Afghans who aided
American forces in the coun-
try, according to a media
report.

Following the Taliban
takeover of Kabul earlier this
month, US officials there gave
the militant group a list of
names of American citizens,
green card holders and Afghan
allies so they could be allowed
to enter the Taliban-controlled
perimeter around the Hamid
Karzai International Airport in
Kabul, according to Politico.

The decision was made
despite the Taliban's notorious
reputation for brutally execut-
ing Afghans who helped the US
military and other Western
forces during the war and
occupation that followed the
September 11, 2001 terror
attacks.

The move, detailed by
three US and congressional
officials, was designed to expe-
dite the evacuation of tens of

thousands of people from
Afghanistan as chaos erupted
in Afghanistan's capital city
after the Taliban seized control
of the country, the report said.

It also came as the Biden
administration has been rely-
ing on the Taliban for security
outside the airport.

Since the fall of Kabul in
mid-August, nearly 100,000
people have been evacuated,
most of whom had to pass
through the Taliban''s many
checkpoints.

But the decision to provide
specific names to the Taliban
has angered lawmakers and
military officials.

"Basically, they just put all
those Afghans on a kill list,"
said one defence official, who
like others spoke on condition
of anonymity to discuss a sen-
sitive topic. "It's just appalling
and shocking and makes you
feel unclean."

Asked about the report,
President Joe Biden said he was
not sure there were such lists,
but also didn''t deny that some-
times the US hands over names
to the Taliban.
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Manchester United announced
on Friday they have reached a

deal to re-sign Cristiano Ronaldo
from Juventus, 12 years after he left
Old Trafford for Real Madrid.

“Manchester United is delight-
ed to confirm that the club has
reached agreement with Juventus for
the transfer of Cristiano Ronaldo,
subject to agreement of personal
terms, visa and medical,” United said
in a statement.

“Everyone at the club looks for-
ward to welcoming Cristiano back to

Manchester.”
United’s swoop capped a tumul-

tuous 24 hours during which
Ronaldo initially seemed poised to
join rivals Manchester City.

Premier League champions City
had been widely linked with a move
for the Portuguese forward after
missing out on England captain
Harry Kane.

However, United manager Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer hinted a deal was

in the offing during his pre-match
press conference on Friday.

“Cristiano is a legend of this club,
he’s the greatest player of all time, if
you ask me,” said Solskjaer, who
played alongside Ronaldo.

“We’ve always had a good com-
munication. I know Bruno
(Fernandes) has been talking to
him as well. He knows what we feel
about him. If he was ever going to
move from Juventus, he knows that

we’re here.”
Sky Sport Italia reported that

United have offered Juve 28 million
euros ($33 million), agreeing a two-
year deal with the superstar attack-
er worth 25 million euros per season.

Ronaldo won the first of his five
Champions League titles and was
first crowned the world’s best play-
er during six years at United between
2003 and 2009.In total he scored 118
goals in 292 games, also winning

three Premier League titles, one FA
Cup and two League Cups.

Earlier in the day, Juventus
coach Massimiliano Allegri con-
firmed the five-time Ballon d’Or win-
ner’s desire to leave the Italian giants.

“Yesterday, speaking with
Cristiano, he told me that he has no
intention of staying at Juventus, for
this reason he will not be picked
tomorrow. This morning he didn’t
train,” said Allegri.
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Bhavinaben Patel on Friday scripted his-
tory by becoming the first Indian table

tennis player to secure a medal in the Tokyo
Paralympics, setting the tone for an upbeat
contingent aiming for its best-ever finish at
the Games.

Feeding off the momentum generated
by India’s best showing at the preceding
Olympics, Patel, competing in her maiden
Paralympics, ensured a podium for herself
by entering the semifinals with a stunning
straight-game win over world number two
and defending champion Borislava Peric
Rankovic of Serbia in the women’s singles
Class 4 event.

The 34-year-old, who was diagnosed
with polio when she was 12, beat her Serbian
opponent 11-5, 11-6, 11-7 in a quarterfinal
match that lasted 18 minutes.

“I could win my match today due to the
support of the people of India. Please keep
supporting me so that I can win my semi-
final match,” Patel said after the quarterfi-
nal.

In the day’s other events, Indian pow-
erlifter Sakina Khatun finished a creditable
fifth in the women’s 50kg category while
compatriot Jaideep failed to log a single legal
lift in the men’s 65kg event.

The 2014 Commonwealth Games
Bronze medallist Khatun had the best
effort of 93kg.

In archery, Indian compound archer
Rakesh Kumar shot a career-best 699 points
out of a possible 720 to grab the third place
in the ranking round of the men’s open sec-
tion.

In the men’s recurve open category, 2019
Asian Para Championship winner Vivek

Chikara finished in top-10.
Another Indian in fray, Shyam Sundar

Swami finished a lowly 21st with 682
points. Both the Indians were seeded
straight into the second round in the draw
of 64.

World No 22 Jyoti Baliyan, who is the
only Indian female member to have quali-
fied for the Paralympics, secured a 15th place
ranking in the compound open event.

The highlight of the day undoubtedly
was Patel reaching the semifinals and grab-
bing a medal, the colour of which will be
decided on Saturday.

She takes on Zhang Miao of China in
the semifinals. There is no Bronze-medal
play-off in Tokyo Paralympics table tennis,
and both losing semi-finalists are guaran-
teed of a Bronze.

“It is sure that we can see a medal from
her. Tomorrow morning’s match (semifinal)
is a huge decider what colour of the medal
she will win,” Paralympic Committee of
India president Deepa Malik said in a video
footage on her Twitter handle.

&���� ���?������

India’s Sania Mirza and her
American partner Christina

McHale cruised to the semifinals of
Tennis in the Land tournament
with a straight set win over Lucie
Hradecka and Shuai Zhang here.

Mirza and McHale hardly
broke a sweat, beating Czech
Republic’s Hradecka and her
Chinese partner Zhang 6-3, 6-3 in
one hour one minute in the
women’s doubles quarterfinals on
Thursday night.

The Indian-American pair will
now take on Norway’s Ulrikke
Eikeri and American Catherine
Harrison in the semifinals.

They are yet to drop a set in the
tournament as they had defeated
Georgia’s Oksana Kalashnikova
and her Romanian partner Andreea
Mitu 6-3, 6-2 in the opening round. 
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Star Indian wrestler Vinesh
Phogat on Friday said she

does not have much time to
grieve over her Tokyo Games
debacle and is gearing up for
future challenges while young
Anshu Malik suggested that a
sports psychologist should be
attached with the team to help
them overcome nerves at big
stage like the Olympics.

The athletes spoke during
a programme where Tata
Motors and Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI)
announced extension of their
partnership till the 2024
Olympics.

When Vinesh was asked
about her experience in Tokyo
where she made a shock quarter-
final exit, she said she “learnt a
lot”.

“It was my second Olympics.

In my first Olympics, I got
injured and now I suffered defeat
and I would  accept that.  I will
work over the weaknesses before
the upcoming competitions.

“At the senior level we don’t
have enough time to grieve over
a defeat, because the next
Olympics is approaching and
there are back-to-back compe-
titions. It’s one thing to reach on

top but to stay on top is chal-
lenging,” said Vinesh, who was
suspended by WFI for indisci-
pline in Tokyo but later let off
with a warning.

The 26-year-old said she
even learnt from her juniors
who were in Tokyo.

“We (Anshu and Sonam)
went together this time and I
wish that we qualify in all

wight categories the next time
and give our best the Olympics,
Worlds and Commonwealth
and other championships.”

When talented Anshu, who
is rising fast from the junior
ranks, asked what is it that she
feels is needed in terms of sup-
port, the 19-year-old men-
tioned services of a psycholo-
gist.

“There are a lot of facilities

now, compared to past but
sometimes you get nervous
like Olympics is a big stage. If
someone can interact with us,
like a psychologist, that will be
better,” she said.

Listening to this, WFI
President Brijbhushan Sharan
Singh admitted that the Indian
team needs to have two psy-
chologists travelling with them
all the time.
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Ahistoric Olympic Bronze medal in
its pocket, the Indian men’s hockey

team is eyeing several milestones in the
coming years, the preparation for which
will begin next month, chief coach
Graham Reid said on Friday.

The team won a Bronze at
the Tokyo Games earlier this
month, ending a 41-year wait
for a medal in the sport.

Talking about the
roadmap ahead, Reid said,
“We have set some milestones
in terms of competitions that
are coming up for us now. We
have Asian Games, FIH Pro
League, Commonwealth
Games, Hockey World Cup in
2023 and then Paris Olympics the
following year.

“So the milestones have been
set, but how we need to prepare
between those milestones will be

decided in the next month or so,” Reid said
on Hockey India’s podcast series Hockey
Te Charcha.

The Australian said he will take feed-
back from the players going forward and
analyse what other teams have been

doing.
“We also have to sit down

and analyse all the games
from the Olympics and see
what the other teams have
been doing, because you
never get the time to do that
in the middle of a tourna-
ment, when the focus is
limited only on the next
opponent.

“We also need to get
feedback from our players on

what they feel are the skills that
they need to work on going for-
ward, and surely we need to accel-
erate our learning to be consistent-
ly up there with the best teams in
the world all the time.”
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Leicester City will face
Napoli in this season’s

Europa League, while Celtic
found themselves in a tough
section alongside Bayer
Leverkusen and Real Betis in
Friday’s draw for the group
stage.

As well  as Napoli,
Leicester will play Spartak
Moscow and Legia Warsaw in
Group C as they look to do
better than their run to the
last 32 of last season’s compe-
tition.

The Foxes narrowly
missed out on qualification for
the Champions League last
season, finishing fifth in the
Premier League but winning
the FA Cup. Celtic failed to
make it through Champions
League qualifying under new
coach Ange Postecoglou but
they scraped past AZ Alkmaar
in the Netherlands on
Thursday to make the Europa
League group stage.

Their reward was a place
in Group G with former
UEFA Cup winners
Leverkusen, Betis and
Ferencvaros.

Rangers, who beat Celtic
to last season’s Scottish title,

will face French giants Lyon,
Sparta Prague and Danish
champions Brondby in
Group A.

West Ham United
were England’s other
representatives in the
draw made in Istanbul,
making a rare appear-
ance in Europe after
coming sixth in the
Premier League last sea-
son.

David Moyes’s team will
play two clubs who dropped
out of Champions League
qualifying in Dinamo Zagreb
and Belgian side Genk, as well
as Rapid Vienna in Group H.

The Europa League group
stage has been streamlined
this season to feature just 32
teams from the previous 48,

following the introduction of
the new third-tier Europa
Conference League.

The final will be played at
the Ramon Sanchez Pizjuan
stadium in Seville on May 18
next year.

The first round of group
fixtures will be played on
September 16.
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An under-fire Cheteshwar Pujara
played one of his most aggressive
knocks as the Indian top order

showed plenty of resolve to reach 215 for
two and keep the third Test against
England alive with two more days remain-
ing.

Pujara, who has been pilloried of late
for his ultra-defensive approach and cas-
tigated for not showing enough ‘intent’,
smashed 16 boundaries in his 91 not out
off 180 balls on the third day.

With this knock, he overshadowed the
two megastars in skipper Virat Kohli and
the supremely-talented Rohit Sharma. It’s
a rarity but Friday was one of those days
when the cricketing gods sided with
Pujara.

Pujara has already done enough to give
his career a new lease of life.

With two days left in the game,
England remain favourites despite the pitch
being good for batting as India still need
139 runs to avoid innings defeat, after the
hosts scored 432 in their first innings to
gain a mammoth 354-run lead.

If Rohit’s (59 off 156 balls) near-
impregnable defence during the first hour
in all games has been a revelation in this
series, Pujara’s array of attacking stokes will
certainly leave his critics and fans amazed.

In fact, during the pair’s 82-run stand
after KL Rahul’s dismissal at the stroke of
lunch, it was Pujara who looked the more
aggressive of two with strokes, which
helped Rohit play as per his own strategy.

It did help that the normally accurate
James Anderson (19-8-51-0) fed him with
freebies on his pads to give him a head start
but very rarely would one find the man
from Saurashtra playing a pull shot off Ollie
Robinson (18-4-40-1) to complete a half-

century, which was a big statement for his
detractors.

A generous applause from his skipper
Kohli (45 batting off 94 balls) was an indi-
cation what Pujara’s return to form meant
for the team in general.

The typical Pujara square cut, which
had gone extinct, was brought out of the
closet and there was also the cover drive that
can enhance the confidence of any player.

The best part was Pujara’s ‘intent’ of
running the singles and doubles to keep the
scoreboard moving.

It seemed that there was a lot of pent-
up anger in him about always being the ‘fall
guy’ whose place is questioned in the side
despite the fact that others also go through
poor run of form.

This innings will not only shut the crit-
ics but also raise his confidence level
which is so important for this Indian bat-
ting line-up.

An innings of this quality against a
good England seam bowling line-up on a
day when the red Dukes swung more
would certainly be among one of his top
knocks.

Rahul Dravid’s 148 on a first day track
at Headingley in 2002 remains immortal
but Pujara has done enough already for his
innings to be discussed in times to come.
It was a classic example of how one can

change his mindset when pushed back to
the wall.

His partnership of 99 with skipper
Kohli is raising visions that India might not
give up without a proper fight in the next
two days.

There were those crushing cover dri-
ves that raced to the boundary off Kohli’s
blade and he ensured that his bat remained
closed to his body while dealing with those
bowled in the corridor of uncertainty.

Ajinkya Rahane and Rishabh Pant’s role
in the next two days will be equally
important if India comes anywhere near to
saving this Test match.

However, once again Rohit’s contribu-
tion can’t be seen in isolation as he and
Rahul played that initial two hours in the
morning when Robinson and Anderson
was making the ball talk.

A statistic revealed that the ball swung
at 1.9 degrees, which is the most in last
three days with the second day, when the
Indians bowled, being the worst with less
than a degree.

There was movement off the pitch but
it did help the Indians that they played so
close to their bodies that it was a case of
missing the outside edge of the bat.

If India can manage 500 and a tricky
150-odd target in the fourth innings might
inject doubts in English minds. 
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New Delhi: Olympic Bronze
medallist Bajrang Punia on
Friday said he considered
jailed wrestler Sushil Kumar
still the best in the business as
he ‘enlivened’ the grappling
sport by ending a 56-year wait
for a medal at the Summer
Games.

“I do not consider anyone

a better wrestler than Sushil
Kumar in India...He enlivened
wrestling after winning an
Olympic medal in 2008 and
that came after 56 years,”
Punia said.

Sushil won a Bronze in
Beijing before better securing
Silver in London four years
later. PTI
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Paris: Harry Kane netted a
double in his first match since
announcing that he will stay
at Tottenham this season as
Spurs beat Pacos de Ferreira 3-
0 on Thursday to overturn a

first-leg deficit in the
Europa Conference
League play-off
round.Also Jose
Mourinho's Roma

eased into the
group phase
with a 3-0 sec-
ond-leg victo-
ry over
Trabzonspor
at the Stadio
Olimpico.
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New York: India’s singles challenge
came to an end at the US Open qual-
ifiers after Prajnesh Gunneswaran
was handed a straight-set defeat by
American Christopher Eubanks in
the second round here.

The world No 156 Indian, who
was looking to make his second
appearance in the US Open main

draws, went down 3-6, 4-6 to
Eubanks, ranked 216th, in a 50-
minute showdown on Thursday
night.

The 31-year-old Gunneswaran
had qualified for the main draw in
2019, when he had lost to Russia’s
Danil Medvedev in the opening
round. PTI
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