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The agitating farmers’ groups
will meet on Wednesday to

take a final call whether to end
their protests after they report-
edly received a positive
response from the Government
on meeting their demands.

In a meeting held at Singhu
border on Tuesday, farmer
leaders expressed their satis-
faction over the Centre’s move
to resolve the standoff, but
some wanted more clarity on
the issues raised by them and
sought clarification from the
Government.  

After the meeting, farmers’
leader Balbir Singh Rajewal
said they will hold another
meeting at 2 pm on
Wednesday. He said several
farmers have sought certain
clarifications, including on the
precondition set for withdrawal
of “fake” cases against farmers.

“The Government sent a
proposal, it was discussed and
presented before all members
under the aegis of the
Samyukta Kisan Morcha
(SKM) and sent it to the

Government with our reserva-
tions”, Rajewal said.

Farmer leaders added that
there is a general consensus
among the SKM leaders on the
written assurance they have
received from the Government.
“The Morcha will seek further
clarifications on a few points of
the Government’s proposal,
and will reconvene at 2 pm on
Wednesday for further discus-
sion. The Morcha hopes for a
positive response from the
Government,” said the SKM in
a statement.

Last week Union Home
Minister Amit Shah spoke to
two farmer leaders (via a phone
call) to discuss outstanding
issues; this was after their
protests forced the recall of the
farm laws.

The Centre has conveyed
to farmer unions that the pro-
posed committee on the min-

imum support price (MSP)
will have representations from
the SKM, Government officials,
and representatives of States.
Besides, the Government has
agreed to drop all police cases
against farmers — this includes
stubble burning complains and
cases filed by Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh Police after with-
drawal of protests.

On the Government pro-
posal to set up a committee on
MSP, Rajewal said that farmers
had objections to it. “We do not
want other committees. We
have demanded the
Government give a clarification
in this regard.

On the withdrawal of cases
against farmers, Rajewal said,
“We are also against the con-
dition set by the Government
that farm unions should lift the
protest for the withdrawal of
fake cases against farmers.  We

won’t accept any such precon-
dition.”

Farmers groups earlier
formed a five-member com-
mittee of Balbir Singh Rajewal,
Shiv Kumar Kakka, Gurnam
Singh Charuni, Yudhvir Singh
and Ashok Dhawale to hold
talks with the Centre  and State
Governments on their
demands.

After the announcement of
repealing three contentious
farm laws, the SKM had writ-
ten to the Prime Minister on
November 21 and placed six
demands. 

The demands are: Legal
guarantee of MSP for all pro-
duce based on C2+50% for-
mula; withdrawal of draft
Electricity Amendment Bill,
2020/2021; removal of the
penal provisions on farmers in
the Commission for Air
Quality Management in the
National Capital Region and
Adjoining Areas Act 2021;
withdrawal of false cases reg-
istered against the farmers over
the course of the ongoing
movement; dismissal and arrest
of Union Minister of State
Ajay Mishra Teni in connection
with the Lakhimpur Kheri
incident; compensation and
rehabilitation to the families of
the who died during the farm
movement; and allocation of
land for a memorial to them at
Singhu.
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Without naming the
Samajwadi Party chief,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday unleashed a sharp
attack on Akhilesh Yadav
warning people against “lal
topiwala”. The SP chief always
dons red cap during his polit-
ical campaigns.

The PM was addressing a
rally in Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath’s home turf
Gorakhpur ahead of the
Assembly elections in the State.

Modi inaugurated three
mega projects, including an
AIIMS and the fertiliser plant,
in Gorakhpur.

Taking a jibe at Akhilesh
and his party men, Modi said
the people of UP are aware that
“lal topiwalas are only inter-
ested in cars flashing red bea-
cons”.

Questioning the ideologi-
cal commitment of BJP’s polit-
ical rivals, Modi said  “lal top-
iwalas” discarded the ideologies
of Ram Manohar Lohia and Jai
Prakash Narayan long back.

“They are not bothered
about the problems of common
people. Lal topiwalas want
power so that they can indulge
in scams, load their safes with
cash and valuables, carry out
illegal encroachments and
allow the mafia to have a free
run,” Modi said

“Please remember that lal
topiwalas are like red alert for
UP — they are like the ringing
of danger bells,” the PM said
amid loud cheers from the
crowd.

Modi said before 2014, the
country was known for import-
ing urea, and the shortage of
fertilisers used to make head-
lines, but the situation has
improved now.

Modi said his Government
stopped misuse of urea, and
issued soil health cards to
farmers so that they know
which type of fertiliser is need-
ed. The PM said his
Government also took steps to
hike urea production by reviv-
ing closed fertiliser plants.

He said the amount of
sugarcane dues paid by the Yogi
Government in four and a half
years is more than the total sum
paid by the previous
Governments in the State in 10
years.

The other project he inau-
gurated is a Regional Medical
Research Centre of the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR).The three big-ticket
projects are worth over �9,600
crore. 

Continued on Page 2
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Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav and Jayant

Chowdhary of the Rashtriya
Lok Dal (RLD) formally
announced their alliance for
Uttar Pradesh Assembly elec-
tions 2022 at a joint rally in
Meerut district on Tuesday. 

Akhilesh and Jayant
arrived for the rally, dubbed
“Parivartan Sandesh” in the
Dabathua area of Meerut dis-
trict, in the same helicopter.

Addressing the gathering,
Akhilesh said if the alliance
comes to power after next year
elections, the first work will be
to build a memorial for “mar-
tyrs’’ of the farmers’ protest. He
attacked the ruling BJP  saying
the  “2022 election will see the
eclipse of the BJP from western
UP, as the ruling party has
practiced the politics of lying

with the people and politics of
polarisation’’.

Akhilesh  remembered
Chaudhury Charan Singh,
Baba Saheb Ambedkar, Lohia,
and farmers leader Mahendra
Singh Tikait and highlighted
their contribution to making an
egalitarian society.

“Now, the BJP will be

wiped out from the State. This
time there would be the sunset
of the BJP forever in West Uttar
Pradesh,’’ he said. 

“Kisano ka inquilab hoga,
2022 me badlav hoga (there will
be a revolution by farmers 
and change in 2022),’’  
Akhilesh said.

Continued on Page 2
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The Madras High Court has
stayed its earlier order of

winding up SpiceJet and the
airline will soon initiate
“appropriate remedial steps
including preferring an appeal”
against the order before a high-
er bench, the company said on
Tuesday. 

In a filing to BSE, the bud-
get carrier said the Madras
High Court had on Monday
issued an order of “winding up
SpiceJet and appointment of
official liquidator” in a case
filed by Credit Suisse claiming
non-payment of $24.01 million
dues to engine maintenance
services firm SRT Technics. 

“The Madras HC despite
holding that SRT did not have
a valid authorization from
DGCA to carry out engine

maintenance during the cur-
rency of the agreement reject-
ed the company’s defence and
ordered winding up of the
company and directed the offi-
cial liquidator to take over the
assets of the company,” SpiceJet
noted. 

However, on the same day,
the Madras High Court issued
another order wherein it stayed
its previous order and gave
SpiceJet “a period of three
weeks, subject to the condition
that the company deposits the
amount equivalent to $5 mil-
lion within two weeks.”  

“The Company is examin-
ing the order and shall initiate
appropriate remedial steps
including preferring an appeal
before the appellate jurisdiction
within the time frame allowed
by the HC,” SpiceJet noted.  

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday dismissed National

Investigation Agency’s (NIA)
appeal challenging the Bombay
High Court order granting
default bail to lawyer-activist
Sudha Bharadwaj in the Elgar
Parishad-Maoist links case. 

“We see no reason to inter-
fere with the High Court order,”
said a bench of Justices UU
Lalit, S Ravindra Bhat and
Bela M Trivedi, refusing to con-
sider the submissions raised by
the NIA which had moved the
apex court against the
December 1 order. 

Bharadwaj was arrested in
the Elgar Parishad-Maoist links
case in August 2018 under the
provisions of the stringent
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act. The activist
lawyer was accused of hatching
conspiracy to overthrow the
Union Government, was enti-

tled to bail and its denial would
be in breach of her fundamen-
tal right to life and personal lib-
erty guaranteed under Article
21 of the Constitution, the
High Court had said. 

The High Court  had
directed that Bharadwaj, lodged
in the Byculla women’s prison,
be produced before the
Mumbai special NIA court on
December 8, and conditions of
her bail and date of release be
decided. 

Bharadwaj is the first

among 16 activists and acade-
micians arrested in the case to
have been granted default bail.
Poet-activist Varavara Rao is
currently on medical bail. Jesuit
priest Stan Swamy died in a pri-
vate hospital here on July 5 this
year while waiting for medical
bail. The others are in custody
as undertrials. 

The High Court had reject-
ed the default bail plea filed by
eight other co-accused in the
case — Sudhir Dhawale,
Varavara Rao, Rona Wilson,
Surendra Gadling, Shoma Sen,
Mahesh Raut, Vernon
Gonsalves and Arun Ferreira.
The case relates to alleged
inflammatory speeches deliv-
ered at the Elgar Parishad con-
clave, held at Shaniwarwada in
Pune on December 31, 2017,
which the police claimed trig-
gered violence the next day
near the Koregaon-Bhima war
memorial located on the city’s
outskirts.  
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The Commission for Air
Quality Management in

NCR and Adjoining Areas
(CAQM) on Tuesday issued
directions for immediate clo-
sure of industries located in
industrial areas where PNG
infrastructure and supply are
available but have still not
switched over to PNG.

“These violating indus-
tries/ industrial units will not
be permitted to schedule their
operations till December 12,
2021, and the position will be
reviewed for further decisions,”
CAQM said.

While the air quality in
Delhi is not improving despite
the several measures taken by
both Centre and Delhi
Government, the CAQM has
enforced strict actions against
the industries. “The commis-
sion believes that there is an
urgent need to take further pre-

ventive measures, as a matter of
extreme emergency and abun-
dant caution,” it added.

Earlier, CAQM directed
Haryana, Rajasthan and Uttar
Pradesh (UP) to audit inspect
the industries which are already
connected to PNG supply and
ensure that those industries are

not using any other polluting
fuels like coal and maintain
strict vigil to prevent the use of
unapproved fuels in the NCR,
through the enforcement agen-
cies concerned and take strin-
gent action, in the case of the
defaulting units.

Continued on Page 2
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MOSHARAF HOSSAIN

The fifth edition of the Na-

tional Family Health Survey

2019-21(NFHS) is out and it

tells many tales on key demo-

graphic indicators. The ver-

sion of the large-scale sample

survey pertinently collected

gender-segregated informa-

tion and generated insights on

the usage of tobacco, alcohol,

and incidence of increasing

health issues such as hyperten-

sion and elevated sugar levels.

Surprisingly, 51.6% of men

aged 15 years and above in

Odisha reported are using any

form of tobacco against the

national average of 42.7%.

The addiction to tobacco

among women in Odisha too

outdid the national level pro-

portion since a whopping 26%

of 15 plus women use cancer-

causing tobacco compared to

just 8.9% in India. In respect of

the consumption of alcohol,

the story is not favourable ei-

ther, as 28.8% of men aged 15

years and more revealed that

they consume alcohol and it

again woefully compares with

18.8% in India. Interestingly,

women keep the glass at bay

since merely 4.3% of women

(15 years and above) reported

to be consuming alcohol.

The corresponding pro-

portion for India is just 1.3%,

amply indicating how the us-

age of tobacco and alcohol is

high and possibly needs an ur-

gent check in Odisha. Again,

tobacco and alcohol consump-

tion is more in rural Odisha

than in urban, the survey found

out. Such a high proportion of

unhealthy habits in Odisha

slowly and secretly manifest in

many health conditions and

thus, this can be directly or in-

directly linked to the State's

alarming cases of hypertension

and raised blood sugar. Report-

edly, 17% of men and 14% of

women, as revealed in NFHS-

5, have high or very high sugar

levels (>140mg/dl) and they are

under medication to control it.

Physicians often cite hy-

pertension to be a reason for

many other health conditions

and there is something to be

worried about hypertension

among people across men and

women in Odisha.  25.6% of

men and 22.4% women mea-

sured elevated blood pressure

(Systolic =140 mm of Hg and/

or Diastolic =90 mm of Hg).

This essentially shows every

fourth person (15 years and

above) in Odisha runs a high

BP. The occurrence of both

high BP and sugar levels is little

more in urban parts than rural

areas of the State. The propor-

tions of Odisha are again on the

higher side when compared to

all India fact sheets.

In many parts of India, al-

coholism is judged as one of the

reasons for spousal violence

(Physical and/or sexual vio-

lence). The NFHS collated in-

formation and reflected upon

this case scenario as well. No-

ticeably in Odisha, 30.6% of

women aged 18-49 years have

ever experienced spousal vio-

lence in the family and 3.5% of

them even faced this form of

violence during the pregnancy.

This made us ponder over the

probability and intensity of al-

cohol-induced violence in the

family.

Both alcohol and tobacco

can cause several life-threat-

ening health damages. Some

studies signpost that the can-

cer caseload in Odisha is

largely contributed by oral,

lungs, and gastric cancers es-

pecially among men. Another

medical study conducted with

time-series data in Odisha

presented that 63.3% of cases

of liver cirrhosis are diagnos-

tically alcohol-linked. There-

fore, these perilous habits are

taking a toll on health and the

economy. The burden on the

Government exchequer for

managing such health condi-

tions is easy to comprehend.

So we should curtail the

alcohol consumption and us-

age of tobacco. Then again, the

sale of these items brings the

State a sizeable excise. During

FY 2019-20, the State Govern-

ment got Rs 5,600 crore rev-

enue generated from the sale

of liquor and had targeted Rs

6,600 crore in 2020-21. In-

creasing taxes on alcohol may

result in untoward incidents

like spurious alcohol con-

sumptions as reported during

the lockdown. Thus rationale

consumption cut down by the

people is supposedly

healthier for the State and its

citizen.

Mass awareness and

sensitisation programmes

highlighting the ill-effects of

these bad habits should be in-

tensively undertaken. Strong

vigilance must be employed

at the shop in effecting extant

regulations.  Sales of these

items to minors must be

strictly monitored and of-

fenders need to be punished.

The schools and community-

based organisations can in-

clude behaviour change com-

munication activities, particu-

larly among young people for

their intellectual stimulation to

refrain from forming these

habits. Positive parenting in the

family can also play a critical

role in minimizing addiction

among adolescents and

youths. So the key is actually

with the people than the

Government of the day. So

let’s pledge to be a little more

prudent for our health. After

all, health is the real wealth!

(The writer is a

Bhubaneswar based agricul-

tural economist. Views are

personal)
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Veteran teacher Padma

Shri Nanda Kishore Prusty,

fondly known as Nanda Sir,

who had tested positive for

Covid-19 recently, succumbed

to the virus at a private hospi-

tal here at around 1.30 pm on

Tuesday. He was 104.

Prusty, a native of Kantira

village in the Sukinda area in

Jajpur district, had first been

admitted to the Sukinda Com-

munity Health Centre on No-

vember 28 and then to the

District Headquarters Hospi-

tal (DHH) on November 29.

Thereafter, he was shifted to

the Tata Steel Medica Hospi-

tal as his condition deterio-

rated. A few days ago, he was

again shifted to a private hos-

pital in Bhubaneswar.

Prusty had received the

Padma award from President

Ram Nath Kovind on Novem-

ber 9 for his contribution to

the field of education.

He spent several decades

of his life providing free edu-

cation to children and adults

in Jajpur district. Nanda Sir,

who was able to study only till

Class-VII due to his family’s fi-

nancial instability, had been

teaching children free of cost

with an aim of eradicating il-

literacy from his village.

It all started in the year

1948. As Prusty became a

Class-VII pass out, his uncle

arranged a job for him in

Cuttack. However, his father

was not willing to send him to

the city. Being unable to get

higher education, Prusty de-

cided to help his father in ag-

ricultural activities.

Prusty provided education

to the children during his leisure

time. Going a step further, he

also educated elders of the lo-

cality. The children came to his

Chatashali in

the morning

and the elders

during the

evening slot.

He was in his

mid 20s at

that time.

T h e

thought of

e d u c a t i n g

adults struck

Prusty as he

found that villagers, mostly

labourers, were illiterate and us-

ing thumb impression. The pur-

pose was to make them capable

of at least signing, reading and

writing in Odia language.

Many of his students

went on to become doctors,

engineers, teachers, political

leaders and other successful

personalities.
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Rs 58,244.29 cr
collected in 7
months of 2021-22
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Despite economic slow-

down in view of the Covid-

19  pandemic ,  t he  St ate

Government has collected

Rs 58,244.29-crore revenue

f rom the  mining  sec tor

since April 2018.

According to a rep ly

given by Finance Minister

Niranjan Pujari in the As-

sembly  on Monday,  the

State  has  col l ec ted  Rs

58 ,244 .29-crore  mining

revenue between 2018-19

and October-end of 2021-

22 .  Whi le  Rs  10 ,479 .61

crore  was  co l lec ted  in

2018-19, it increased to Rs

11,020.02 crore in 2019-20.

It further increased to Rs

13,791.71 crore in 2020-21.

And the  co l le c t ion  has

gone up to Rs 22,952.94

crore til l October-end of

the  cur rent  f i sca l  year

2021-22.

S imi lar ly,  the  Va lue

Added Tax (VAT) collec-

tion has been witnessed a

steady positive growth in

past three years. The total

VAT collection in the State

from 2018-19 to 2020-21

was Rs 22,512.96 crore ,

Pujari  informed the As-

sembly.

The State had collected

Rs 7,297.68-crore VAT in

the year 2018-19, which

was  increased  to  Rs

7,457.58 crore in 2019-20.

And the VAT collection has

been further increased to

Rs 7,757.70 crore.

The  growt h was

achieved due to high col-

lection of petrol and diesel,

sources said.   However, the

col lection may go down

this year as the government

has recently reduced the

VAT on petrol and diesel

by 4%, he said.

The VAT on petrol de-

creased from 32% to 28%

whi le  the  tax  on dies el

slashed down to 24% from

28%. Moreover, the Centre

has reduced the duty by Rs

5 to Rs 10 per litre of the

fuels from November 4.

In view of the reduc-

tion of VAT, the State Gov-

ernment will bear a loss to

the tune of Rs 1,400 crore

per annum.

In May 2020, the State

Gover nment  had  h iked

VAT on petrol from 26%t

to 32% and on diesel from

26% to 28%.
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The Utkal Chamber of

Commerce and Industry

Limited (UCCI) has urged

the State Government to

bring out an amnesty scheme

for trades and businesses en-

tangled in various litigations

relating to Sales Tax, VAT,

Entry Tax, etc., which are

since abolished after the GST

came into effect.

In a letter to the Chief Secre-

tary, UCCI president Brahma

Mishra said, “We would like

to suggest the State Govern-

ment to introduce an amnesty

scheme to settle tax dues

prior to GST. The scheme

may be made valid for one

year from the date of such

promulgation.”

Mishra said the Odisha

Sales Tax Act, Central Sales

Tax Act, Odisha Value Added

Tax, Odisha Entry Tax Act,

Odisha Octroi Tax, etc., col-

lected earlier, were abolished

after the GST came into force

in 2017. However, various de-

mands of arrears, penalties,

etc., are still pending and

many such demands are lan-

guishing in various courts.

“So, the introduction of

an amnesty scheme, besides

saving huge productive time,

energy and money spent in

such old cases instituted un-

der the redundant laws,

would free up departmental

officers who are otherwise

giving their time to these

cases. Once the cases are

settled, both the department

and the assessees can take

care of the GST compliance

better,” he wrote.

“The new scheme may

provide an opportunity to the

defaulters to pay part of their

tax by paying some percent-

age of the demand within a

fixed date and the rest in few

installments as may be pro-

vided in the scheme,” sug-

gested Mishra, adding that

the demands may be settled

at 50% of the VAT/CST/

other taxes disputed; and the

interest and penalty may be

waived off completely.

Citing the example of

States like Maharashtra,

West Bengal,  Rajasthan,

Kerala which have already

introduced amnesty schemes

which have brought encour-

aging results, Mishra said,

“We expect, with an attrac-

tive scheme, nearly 50 per

cent cases are likely to be

cleared which will not only

improve the case flow with

the traders but also bring ad-

ditional fund to the State.”

������������� ��%09%�!3)6�- cases have been disposed, he

said.

Jena further informed that

the High Court has formed an

Arrears Committee and a Mis-

sion Mode Committee for

speedy adjudication of the

pending cases. Besides, the

HC has directed the District

Judges to expedite the cases in

their jurisdictions.

“The Government is tak-

ing steps to establish various

courts across the State in a

phased manner and ensure

prompt justice to people

through Lok Adalats,” he said

in the written reply.

As many as 1.87 lakh cases

were pending in the Orissa

High Court till October 31,

2021, informed Law Minister

Pratap Jena in the State Legis-

lative Assembly on Tuesday.

Replying to a question by

Cuttack-Choudwar BJD MLA

Souvik Biswal, the Minister

said that while 1,87,028 cases

were pending in the High

Court, as many as 17,68,704

were awaiting disposal in

other courts across the State

till October 31,2021. In the last

three years, total 8,95,412
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The National Human

Rights Commission (NHRC)

on Monday directed the State

Chief Secretary to pay a com-

pensation of Rs 3 lakh to the

family of a man of Erasama

who died following electrocu-

tion two years back.

 The NHRC ordered to

pay the compensation within

four weeks and send compli-

ance report to it.

 Nilamani Swain, a farmer,

had been electrocuted when

he came in contact with a live

11-KV wire hanging on his

farmland. His family com-

plained to the NHRC that the

low hanging of wire was re-

sponsible for his death and

sought compensation.

The NHRC issued show-

cause notices to the Chief

Secretary, Energy Department

and TPCODL as to why an

amount of Rs 3 lakh shall not

be awarded to the family. The

department inclined to pay

the compensation and in-

formed that Rs 1.50 lakh has

already been paid and would

pay more compensation as

per the commission’s order.

Disposing of the com-

plaint, the commission or-

dered to pay the remaining

amount and submit com-

pliance.
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The Odisha Crime Branch,
investigating into the
Chandipur DRDO espionage
case, on Tuesday informed
the Orissa High Court that all
five persons arrested in this
connection were receiving
money transferred to their
bank accounts from foreign
countries.

The court is adjudicating
a PIL, in which the petitioner,
a lawyer, has prayed for a di-

rection to hand over the case
to a national agency.

A Crime Branch Addi-
tional informed the court that
the five DRDO contractual
employees were in touch with
several women on various so-
cial platforms. The locations
of the women have, however,
not been established yet.

As the Central Govern-
ment has not yet submitted its
status report in the case, the
court fixed February 3, 2022

for the next hearing.
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������������� ��*922�*$ cepting a bribe of Rs 10,000 from

a complainant (Contractor) to

facilitate payment of a bill of

Rs.10 lakh.

In another incident, during

house search of a Sepoy of OSAP

6the Battalion, Cuttack assets

worth over Rs 1.26 crore was un-

earthed by the agency officials.

During another house

search of a Forester of Nuagada

Forest Section in Gajapati dis-

trict, assets worth over Rs 90.25

lakh were detected.

The Vigilance police on Tues-

day caught Kamdev Biswal, As-

sistant Executive Engineer

(AEE), Irrigation Division,

Khordha red-handed while ac-

/�������������
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������������� ��%09%�!3)6�- dent Ajit Patnaik, who submit-

ted a memorandum to the Col-
lector regarding their demand
seeking the Collector’s interven-
tion to address their grievances.

They alleged that no legal
work is being carried out at
the Sub-Collector’s office and
local people are subjected to
harassment. Whenever any
lawyer goes to the office for
any work, the officials, in-
cluding the Tehsildar and
others, misbehave with them.

Patnaik told reporters,
“Emergency provisions like Sec-
tions 144, 133, 107, 145 are sel-
dom used here. Moreover, they
misbehave with us whenever we
accompany a common man to
help him put forth his grievance.”

Lawyers on Tuesday held a

demonstration before the

Khordha Collectorate alleging

negligence in duty and

misbehaviour by the Sub-Col-

lector and the Tehsildar.

The agitators were led by

Khordha Bar Association presi-
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knowledge on locally-grown
and sourced nutritious pro-
duces and food. It would
materialise into strengthening
rural nutritional outcomes.

The Mahotsav aims to
create awareness about the
importance of food and nu-
trition security and dietary
diversity. It would enable
members of Women Self-
Help Groups (WSHGs)
across 2,324 gram
panchayats in all 30 districts
to display their array of lo-

cally-grown farm produces.
The celebration is a me-

dium of promotion and ex-
hibition of nutritious dietary
diversity abundantly avail-
able in the rural areas as well
as generating a community
dialogue in nutritional out-
comes associated with di-
verse local food groups.

The exhibits of the festival
are garnered by the WSHGs
from their self-managed Nu-
trition Gardens (Mo Upakari
Bagicha), farmlands, com-
munity waste lands, nearby
forests and water bodies.

The event is not limited
to just extending dietary di-
versity understanding;
rather, it is a celebration of
traditional food systems and
agricultural practices.

An Odisha Pushti

Mahotsav is being ob-

served by the Odisha

Livelihoods Mission

(OLM), an autonomous

society under the aegis of

the Department of Mis-

sion Shakti.
The week-long

programme, which com-
menced on December 4
and will conclude on De-
cember 10, is a celebra-
tion of diversity in food
and agriculture produces
in rural Odisha.

During the event,
around 25 lakh Self-Help
Group (SHG) members
across 25,000 villages are
promoting nutritional

������������� ��%09%�!3)6�-

The Chhatra Congress on Tues-
day announced to gherao the State
Assembly on December 10 on the
Mamita Meher case.  While the
main demand is resignation and
arrest of Minister Dibya Shankar
Mishra for his clandestine role in
the case, the Chief Minister would
be asked to answer to the four and
a half crore people of the State who
are waiting for justice for Mamita.
"You can lock us in jail, but we will
not bend down until Mamita gets
justice," said Chhatra Congress
State president Yashir Nawaj.
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As many as 12 girl stu-

dents of the VIMSAR at

Burla in Sambalpur district

on Tuesday tested Covid-19

positive.

“Of the 12 students, two

have been infected with

Delta variant and remaining

10 have mild infection due

to the same variant of

COVID-19,” said VIMSAR

Dean Prof Jayashree Dora,

However, the health con-

ditions of all of them are

stable, added Dora.

The Sambalpur district

administration has also de-

clared several hostels and

staff quarters at the VIMSAR

as micro containment and

buffer zones.

Besides, in Jajpur district,

nine students of the Kasturba

Government Girls’  High

School, Dasarathpur, have

contracted the virus.

All the infected have

been put under isolation. As

a precautionary measure, all

students and employees in-

cluding teachers of the

school have undergone

Covid-19 test.

“If anyone’s test report

comes positive, we will im-

mediately start treatment of

that patient. Besides,

sanitisation work has been

carried out on the school pre-

mises to prevent further

spread of the virus, said Jajpur

Collector Chakravarti Singh

Rathore.

Moreover, 10 students of

the Balipata Panchayat Girls’

High School in Angul district

have also tested positive dur-

ing antigen test.
The antigen test result of

10 girl students staying in a

hostel came out positive.

They have undergone RT-

PCR test whose results are

awaited.
An advisory has also been

issued to all schools to con-

duct Covid-19 tests every 10

days in residential campuses

and at least once in a month

in non-residential campuses,
said an official.

�����
�����0��12���(����!���	�	
���-	�������������%�
SRIPAD RADHAKANTA DAS His father died when he

was 5 years old. His elder sister

Anhabi Devi got married and

he became isolated.

He was affected with epi-

demic when he was 14 years

old. Due to mercy of Lord

Krishna, he narrowly escaped.

His primary teacher Todam

Karen Singh took care of him

and imparted him education.

He had a brilliant academic

career. He stood first in all the

examinations throughout. He

got Master’s degree in Chemi-

cal Engineering with first class

distinction in the year of 1964.

Then he joined as Assistant

Director in Industries Depart-

ment of Manipur with due se-

lection by the UPSC. In the

meanwhile, he was selected by

the Government of India

through overseas scholarship

and joined at the California

University. He got a PhD in

Organic Chemistry in the year

of 1976. He joined the Iskcon

mission during the year 1970.

Srila Prabhupad, founder of

Iskcon, initiated him on June 13,

1971 at Los Angeles, New

Dwarika Iskcon Temple (United

State of America) and he became

identified as “Swarup Damodar”.

He was personal secretary

of Srila Prabhupad from

1970 to 77. Srila Prabhupad made

him understand the deeper rela-

tion of Krishna consciousness

with science and philosophy.

He became director of

Bhaktivedanta Institute (BI),

Iskcon in 1974. He was pro-

moted to chief authority of BI

in 1976. He took Sannyas dur-

ing the year 1979. A scientist

to Brahmachari, then Sannyasi

and then GBC during the year

1982, he become a famous

Guru and initiated a number

of devotees around the world

up to his Disappearance Day,

ie, Vijaya Dashami in 2006.

He undertook Baishnab

Vedanta studies and higher re-

search under Srila Prabhupad

during the year of 1970-76.

He organized four interna-

tional conferences on science

and religion. He preached

Krishna consciousness phi-

losophy throughout the world

in the medium of science and

research. He established

“Youth Forum” organisation

of Iskcon through which he

taught the philosophy of

Krishna consciousness and

religion to the students of

various engineering colleges

and universities.

He established Ranga

Niketan cultural unit at

Manipur. He was very fond

of Kirtan. He also published

many books relating to sci-

ence, philosophy, religion and

Krishna consciousness. He

was chief Editor of a journal

of the BI.

He became the GBC of

Iskcon Bhubaneswar temple

during the year 1996 after the

departure of Gurudev Sri

Srimad Gour Govinda

Goswami Guru Maharaj.

He came to Bhubaneswar

temple 3-4 times in a year in

his preaching mission. He in-

augurated Bhaktivedanta book

trust unit at Chandrasekharpur,

laid foundation stone of

Iskcon Gundicha Mandir,

Bhubaneswar and Iskcon

units  at  Brah mapur,

Bahanaga, Kamakhyanagar

and Bhaktivedanta Insti-

tute at Burla, Sambalpur.

(The  wri ter  i s  S ta te

PRO, Iskcon)
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Writers felicitated,
books launched
�������� ����� � �  �-�/�$03.9!+7

On the 21st Annual Day

of literary organisation,

"Sidhanta," former Director of

Doordarshan Dr Santanu

Kumar Rath joined as chief

guest and focused on the liter-

ary geniuses of

Paralakhemundi like Gopal

Krushna Patnaik and Padma

Shri Dr Satyanarayan Rajguru.

As guest of honor, HoD

PG Department of Odia,

Berhampur University, Prof

Dr Prasanna Kumar Swain

highlighted the greatness of

Odia literature.  Among oth-
ers, former bureaucrat
Jagannath Behera and Dr
Brushaketu Dash spoke. Dr
Gopabandhu Dash, writer Dr
Padmini Mishra,
Dambarudhar Behera and D

Priyanka were honored on the
occasion. Books written by Dr
Brushaketu Dash, Er Arakhita

Patra, Purnachandra

Mahapatra and Ghanshyam

Jena were launched by the dig-
nitaries. While Dr Annapurna

Devi presided, the welcome ad-

dress was given by Binod Jena.

Hirachand Patnaik read out

the annual report, Bichitrananda
Bebarta introduced the guests

and vote of thanks was given

by Asalata Panigrahi.
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dhist monuments of

Dhauligiri, Lalitgiri, and

Udayagiri. Make sure you tuck

into the state’s unique cuisine,

which features dishes like

pakhala and chhena poda.

Wildlife lovers will be de-

lighted by the mesmerising

Irrawaddy dolphins  of

Chilika Lake and the Olive

Ridley turtles that nest at

Gahirmatha Beach every

year.  Explore the state’s

tribal arts and crafts like

pattachitra and appliqué

work at Pipili village. The

famed Jagannath and

Lingaraj  temples  are

unmissable, as are the se-

rene beaches on Odisha’s

480-kilometre-long coast-

line,” the magazine wrote.

“Mayurbhanj is one of

the best surprises of Odisha.

It has spirituality, wildlife,

and natural marvels to of-

fer  vis i tors .  The Maa

Ambika Temple  in

Baripada, whose deity is be-

lieved to be ‘the living god-

dess’,  l ights  up dur ing

Durga Puja celebrations.

The Jagannath Temple here,

a lso known as  the

Hariba ldev Temple,  was

constructed  by  Shr i

Baidyanath Bhanj in 1575

CE. It hosts the annual Car

Festival the day after the

main one in Puri. Similipal

Biosphere  Reserve  i s

sprawled  across  2 ,750

square kilometres and is

among the Tiger Projects

and National Parks of In-

dia. Other points of inter-

est include Devkund and

Bhimkund,” the magazine

added.

Odisha has been adjudged

as the ‘Best State’ at India’s Best

Awards 2021 for the most out-

standing domestic destina-

tions as per a readership poll

of the Travel+Leisure India

magazine.

This apart, Odisha’s

Mayurbhanj has been voted as

the ‘Best Offbeat Destination’.

“Touted as ‘India’s best kept

secret’, Odisha is a treasure

trove of surprises. Visitors can

embark on the Nirvana Trail

that journeys through the Bud-
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Hundreds of Anganwadi

workers from all over the dis-

trict decided to stop Gaan

Kalyan Samity work from

April 1 next. At the same time,

they have decided to gherao

the Assembly on December 13

to press their demands.

“The Government is

utilising us for different pur-

poses other than our prime

works. But we hardly get any

payment for the extra work,”

they alleged in a vast meeting

held here on Monday, presided

over by  Shantilata Patel to

chalk out their future course

of action.

Patel told about the vari-

ous issues of the Anganwadi

workers and helpers taken up

by the association in New

Delhi in the Women and Child

Welfare Department meeting

and also with the State Gov-

ernment at Bhubaneswar.

“Giving equal status to

Anganwadi workers like that

of teachers, effecting a hike in

salary and providing facilities

like pension, promotion, so-

cial security, retirement at 65

years age, house rent and in-

centive for extra works, apart

from clearing the pending TA

and DA are our the prime de-

mands,” said Patel. “Since, we

are doing all works sincerely

as assigned by the Govern-

ment, the latter should also

consider our demands.  At the

same time we have done our

duties with all sincerity dur-

ing the peak period of Covid

taking high risks and some of

us died during this period,” she

reminded.

Among others, convenor of

the union Prasant Padhi spoke.

Damodar Swami Srila

Guru Maharaj

His Holiness Bhaktiswarup

Damodar Swami Srila Guru

Maharaj of Iskcon is a scien-

tist, spiritualist, philosopher

and Krishna consciousness

preacher—all rolled into one.

He had made a pioneering

effort to bring a synthesis be-

tween science and religion for

a deeper understanding of life.

His 84th Holy Appearance Day

was observed with much pomp

at Raghunandan Dam, Burla.

Gurudev Sripad Maharaj

was born on Lord Jagannath’s

“Odhan Sasthi Tithi” on

Thursday in the year 1937 in

the Touble village of Bishnupur

district close to Imphal, the

State capital of Manipur. He

belonged to a pure traditional

Baishnab family. His child-

hood name was Todam

Damodar Singh. He con-

fronted many problems since

his childhood.
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Under institute’s
‘Women Leader-
ship Programme’
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Jaiswal and Director – Person-

nel, MCL, Keshav Rao.

IIM faculty members and

resource persons Prof Shikha

Bhardwaj, Prof Atri Sengupta

and Prof Bhumika Gupta im-

parted the training. The sessions

enriched and enlightened the

members who could acquire

knowledge about own emo-

tional well-being and stress

management at workplace. It

offered a perspective to broaden

their horizon, since a positive

work–life balance reduces em-

ployee stress, reduces the risk

of burnout, and creates greater

wellbeing, said an IIM release.

The IIM Sambalpur

organised a two-day specially

designed women leadership

programme under its Manage-

ment Development

Programme (MDP) for 30

women officers of Mahanadi

Coalfields Limited (MCL).

The programme was inau-

gurated by Director IIM

Sambalpur Prof Mahadeo
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Services Secretary R Vineel

Krishna said, “It’s great news

for Odisha as this is the first

time we have got a medal in

shooting. Hope this is the

Shriyanka Sadangi created

history by becoming the

first Odia girl to win na-

tional championship in

shooting.

In Bhopal, where the
Rifle Nationals are taking
place, Shriyanka won her
first women’s 50m rifle 3 po-
sitions (3P) crown, finishing
the 45-shot eight-woman fi-
nal with a score of 454.9
points.

BJD MP and KIIT &
KISS founder Achyuta
Samanta congratulated
Shriyanka for the stupen-
dous achievement.

State Sports & Youth

start of a new era of perfor-

mance for Odisha shooters.”

Born in 1995 at

Sambalpur, Shriyanka stud-

ied in Delhi and is now do-

With a view to controlling

the law and order situation and

nab antisocial elements, the

Balangir police has stepped up

their patrolling activity in a

vigorous way.

The Balangir police has

started the new style of patrol-

ling in three shifts at 11 am, 5

pm and 10:30 pm. Under the

direction of Balangir SP Nitin

Kusalsar, the entire Balangir

town has been divided into nine

beats and nine motorcycles

and five Bolero patrolling par-

ties are covering it. A total of

50 constables, seven officers

and two inspectors are doing

the patrolling and a DSP is su-

pervising the total operation.

Women constables are

doing scooty patrolling in

daytime near colleges and

schools to prevent eve teas-

ing, said Balangir SDPO

Tofan Bag.

“Within three days, we

have detained 30 alcoholic/

antisocial persons in the town

and allowed them to go by

keeping their data, photos in

Google form in the DPO da-

tabase,” said the SDPO further.

ing her MBA at the KIIT

School of Management

here. She trains and prac-

tises at the Gagan Narang

Academy, Pune.
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The 59th Home Guards

Day was celebrated here on

Monday. District Superin-

tendent of Police Akhileshvar

Singh took salute at a cer-

emonial parade of Home

Guards.

Singh recalled that the

Home Guards organisation

had established in the coun-

try in the year 1962 to help

in good policing and social

services to denizens. Over

the years, the Home Guards

have earned accolades for

their due discharge of duty

and policing activities.

 Two Home Guards ,

Rabindra Kumar Mallick

and Mayadhar Sutar, of the

district were felicitated for

their outstanding perfor-

mances.

 The celebration was at-

tended by DSPs SN

Pattnaik and Biranchi Bag,

SDPO Ramesh Singh, IIC

PC Sahoo and police offic-

ers Babita Dalei and Kumari

Behera.  Addit ional  SP

Ramesh Kumar Panda of-

fered a vote of thanks.
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A y o u t h  w a s  k i l l e d

and his  friend was crit i-

cal ly injured when mis-

c r e a n t s  a t t a c k e d  t h e m

with  sharp  weapons  on

the Sialpat- Raipada road

under the Khall ikote po-

l i c e  s t a t i o n  i n  G a n j a m

d i s t r i c t  o n  M o n d a y

night .

T h e  v i c t i m s  w e r e

identified as Hatia Nahak

a n d  R a j u  P r a d h a n  o f

Karasi  vi l lage under the

Khall ikote PS.

T h e  u n i d e n t i f i e d

m i s c r e a n t s  i n t e r c e p t e d

the duo when they were

returning to their vil lage

o v e r  s u s p e c t e d  o l d  e n -

m i t y  a n d  b r u t a l l y  a t -

tacked them with sharp

weapons.

H a t i a  d i e d  o n  t h e

s p o t .  G e t t i n g  i n f o r m a -

tion,  police reached the

spot and rescued Raju in

a critical condition. Raju

was init ial ly  rushed to a

nearby hospital  and later

s h i f t e d  t o  t h e  M K C G

Medical College Hospital

here as his  condition de-

teriorated.

P o l i c e  a l s o  s e n t  t h e

d e a d  b o d y  t o  t h e

K h a l l i k o t e  h o s p i t a l  f o r

post-mortem.

L a t e r,  C h h a t r a p u r

S D P O  G a u t a m  K i s h a n

a l o n g  w i t h  a  f o r e n s i c

team and visited the spot

on Tuesday morning and

started an investigation.

“The body of  the de-

c e a s e d  w i l l  b e  h a n d e d

over  to  his  family  af ter

autopsy.  A manhunt has

been launched to nab the

culprits.  Further investi-

gat i on  is  ongoin g ,”  po-

lice said.
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India on Tuesday successfully
flight-tested an indigenously-devel-
oped new vertical launch short-range
surface-to-air missile from the Inte-
grated Test Range at Chandipur near
here at around 3 pm. The test was
conducted against an electronic tar-
get at a low altitude.
The missile features mid-course in-
ertial guidance through a fibre optic
gyroscope and active radar hom-

ing in terminal phase, said a source.

It has an operational range of 50

km to 60 km.  Defence Minister

Rajnath Sing congratulated the

DRDO, saying this system would

further enhance  the Defence capa-

bility of Indian naval ships against

aerial threat.  The Baleswar district

administration, as a safety measure,

temporarily shifted around 6,200

villagers residing within a 2.5-km

radius of the ITR launch pad.
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Day after one of the creators
of the Oxford-AstraZeneca

vaccine warned that future
pandemics could be even more
lethal than Covid-19, an IIT
scientist and top medical body,
Indian Medical Association
(IMA), echoed similar appre-
hensions as they predicted a
severe third wave of the virus
in India amid the threat posed
by the Omicron variant which
has infected two dozen people
so far.

The IMA said taking pre-
cautionary measures is key to
combating the challenge while
IIT scientist, Manindra
Agarwal predicted the third
wave of coronavirus could hit
the peak by February with
cases likely to be reaching up to
1-1.5 lakh a day in the country.

Agarwal who is involved in
the mathematical projection
of trajectory of Covid-19, how-
ever said the third wave will be

milder than the second wave.
He said in the new forecast, the
new Omicron variant has been
factored in.

“With the new variant, our
current forecast is that the
country could see the third
wave by February but it will be
milder than the second wave.
So far we have seen that the
severity of Omicron is not like
the one seen in the Delta vari-
ant,” Agarwal told a news
agency.

He, however, said a close
eye is being kept on cases in
South Africa where many cases
of this variant have been
recorded. 

Agarwal added that as of
now South Africa has not seen
a rise in hospitalisation.

He said a fresh set of data
on the virus and hospitalisa-
tions would help in getting a
more solid picture.

“It looks like although the
new variant has shown high
transmissibility, its severity is

not like the one seen in the
Delta variant,” Agarwal said.

He said as observed during
the spread of delta, a mild lock-
down (night curfew, restric-
tions on crowding) can bring
down beta substantially. That
will significantly reduce the
peak value, he added.

The IMA has warned
about a severe third wave of
Covid-19 in India and recom-
mended taking precautionary
measures as a key to combat-
ing the challenge

IMA’s warning comes at a
time when cases of Omicron
have multiplied in the country
in less than a week. It is said to
be the most heavily mutated
strain of the coronavirus SARS-
CoV-2. Early data suggests it
spreads fast but the illness may
be mild.

The IMA demanded the
inoculation of people in the 12-
18 age group — a proposal that
has been pending for long. It
further called for the adminis-

tration of booster doses to
healthcare and frontline work-
ers in view of the Omicron
threat.

Omicron has some 50
mutations including over 30 in
its spike protein alone. It was
first reported from southern
Africa where it is most preva-
lent. Scientists around the
world are working to under-
stand how effective existing
vaccines & treatments are
against the new strain.

Sarah Gilbert, one 
of the creators of the Oxford-
AstraZeneca vaccine 
said in the Richard Dimbleby 
Lecture that future pandemics
could be even more lethal than
Covid-19 so the lessons learned
from the outbreak must not be
squandered and the world
should ensure it is prepared for
the next viral onslaught.

“This will not be the last
time a virus threatens our lives
and our livelihoods,” according
to a foreign news agency.
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All international passengers
arriving in India are man-

dated to declare their current
health status prior to boarding
on the Air Suvidha portal along
with the required documents
which include a copy of pass-
port, PCR negative certificate
from a test conducted within 72
hours of departure and the vac-
cination certificate amid omi-
cron scare. This comes at a time
when passengers at Delhi air-
port complained of chaos and
crowding at its terminal fol-
lowing the implementation of
new coronavirus-related trav-
el guidelines. 

The Ministry of Civil
Aviation (MoCA) on Tuesday
also discontinued the exemp-
tion forms from the Air
Suvidha portal and filling of the
details have been made com-
pulsory for all international
passengers arriving in India. 

“This portal developed by
MoCA aids passengers in pro-
viding their details of travel and
final stay along with RT-PCR,
vaccination status etc,” the
Ministry said in a statement,
adding that this helps state offi-
cials in contact tracing. For
immigration, the copy received
in e-mail is essential on arrival
in India and has to be verified
at the APHO counter, the min-
istry said.

“The implementation of

the Air Suvidha intends to
provide hassle-free, queue free,
and convenient air travel to all
international passengers arriv-
ing in India. Air Suvidha por-
tal has already assisted over
2,50,000 passengers from
December 1 to December 5,
2021 since the new travel
guidelines were issued on
November 30. Furthermore,
over 10 million passengers
have been benefitted from the
Air Suvidha portal since its
launch in August 2020,” the
ministry further added.

All applications from ‘at
risk’ countries are marked with
H and red band and others are
green. The countries at risk are
countries in Europe, including
The United Kingdom, South
Africa, Brazil, Botswana,
China, Ghana, Mauritius, New
Zealand, Zimbabwe, Singapore,
Tanzania, Hong Kong, Israel.
This helps in smooth on arrival
segregation and processing.
This list is dynamically updat-
ed to keep up with MOHFW
updates. Application also takes
into account countries visited
in the last 14 days to highlight
‘at risk’ applications. This field

is also made into multi-select
drop-down option for stan-
dardisation.

Meanwhile, Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia
on Tuesday said he has issued
an action plan for better crowd
management at airports across
the country which includes
expanding RT-PCR test ser-
vices and ramping up forex
counters. Passengers have been
complaining on social media of
crowding and chaos at major
international airports in the
country since December 1,
when a new set of travel rules
were imposed amid concerns
over the Omicron variant of the
coronavirus.

Taking to Twitter, Scindia
said, “Took stock of the pre-
paredness, testing capacities,
and the situation on the ground
with regard to crowd manage-
ment at both private and AAI
airports.”The Airports
Authority of India (AAI) con-
trols more than 100 airports
across the country. However,
major airports such as in Delhi,
Mumbai, Bengaluru,
Hyderabad and Ahmedabad
are operated by private entities.

The Minister said he has
put in place “an action plan
with eight compliances on
immigration queues, expand-
ing RT-PCR service providers,
ramping up help desks and
forex counters, along with
seamless floor management”.  
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The Rajya Sabha did not
transact any significant

business for the second con-
secutive day this week as
Opposition parties continued
their protest on Tuesday
demanding the revocation of
suspension of 12 MPs.  

Holding the Government
responsible for the deadlock,
Opposition members said they
will continue with their joint
protests against the suspension
of 12 MPs till the time it is
revoked. While the Opposition
members called for a full boy-
cott of Parliament proceed-
ings for a day on Wednesday,
TRS announced that its MPs
will boycott both houses of
Parliament for the remainder of
the Winter Session by accusing
the Central Government of
being “anti-farmer”.

With Opposition mem-
bers raising slogans,
Parliamentary Affairs Minister

Pralhad Joshi said the treasury
benches would also like the
suspended MPs to participate
in the proceedings of the House
and they should apologise for
their conduct so that their sus-
pension could be revoked. He
added, “If they apologise, the
Government is ready to take
them back immediately.”

Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya intro-
duced The Assisted
Reproductive Technology
(Regulation) Bill 2021 and The
Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill
2020 amid the din. In all, the
House witnessed two adjourn-
ments before the final one for
the day around 3.12 pm. As the
House resumed proceedings at
3 pm, Deputy Chairman
Harivansh asked Mandaviya
to introduce the bills.

As Mandaviya introduced
the Bills, repeated requests
from Deputy Chairman
Harivansh to maintain order
went unheeded and the

Opposition members contin-
ued to raise slogans against the
Government. With the
Opposition unrelenting, the
Deputy Chairman adjourned
the House for the day.

Earlier in the day, Rajya
Sabha chairman M Venkaiah
Naidu said he has received a
notice under the Rajya Sabha
rule 267, that calls for setting
aside the business of the day to
take up the issue listed and is
disallowing it. “Your notice is
under rule 267. I have gone
through it. I have not permitted
(it),” Naidu told Leader of
Opposition Mallikarjun Kharge.

Later in the day as the
Opposition tried to raise their
issues again, Deputy Chairman
Harivansh said only the listed
business will be allowed to be
discussed and no other matter
would be taken up. When he
allowed Leader of Opposition
Mallikarjun Kharge to speak,
the latter took exception to
Labour and Environment

Minister Bhupender Yadav’s
interruption, terming it “unde-
mocratic”, and compared it to
the suspension of the 12 MPS.

Sanjay Singh of AAP and
some other Congress members
stormed the Well of the House
twice. There was sloganeering
by the members who were
joined by TMC MPs. TMC MP
Derek O’Brien was also not
allowed to raise the matter of
suspension of the MPs.

Addressing reporters out-
side Parliament, Leader of
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge alleged
that the suspension is against
rules and undemocratic. He
said they will continue to
protest in support of the sus-
pended members and sit on a
dharna with them and also
urge Lok Sabha members to sit
in support with them.

Besides Congress president
Sonia Gandhi has convened a
meeting of the Congress
Parliamentary Party in

Parliament on Wednesday to fur-
ther deliberate on the winter ses-
sion strategy.  Former Congress
chief Rahul Gandhi will also be
in attendance. The party has
been pressing for revoking the
suspension of 12 Rajya Sabha
MPs and the proceedings of the
Upper House have been dis-
rupted due to Opposition
protests over the issue.

Accusing the Central

Government of being “anti-
farmer”, the TRS also
announced that its MPs will
boycott both Houses of
Parliament for the remainder of
the Winter Session. Shouting
slogans against the Government
and in support of farmers, TRS
MPs staged a walkout from the
Lok Sabha and the Rajya 
Sabha. All the MPs were
dressed in black.
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In a dampener to TMC chief
Mamata Banerjee effort to

pro-up a non-Congress
Opposition front to take on the
BJP, the Shiv Sena on 
Monday said there can’t be such
alternative without the
Congress.

Rajya Sabha member and
Shiv Sena leader Sanjay Raut on
Tuesday met former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi.
Sources said Raut discussed
several issues with Rahul
Gandhi, including Mamata
Banerjee’s move.

“There can be no front
without the Congress. Even if
there is a new alliance, an
alliance will work under the
leadership of Congress. There
are many parties with the
Congress. So why three - three
front are required? What to do
with so many fronts? In this
way, we will not be able to give
an alternative to BJP,” Raut,
who is also Sena’s chief
spokesperson, said.

The Congress sources said
the Shiv Sena leader is likely to
meet Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
on Wednesday and later he will
also call on Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi.  Shiv Sena and
Congress along with NCP is in
a coalition Government in
Maharashtra.

“There has been a long talk
with Rahul Gandhi ji, the con-
versation that took place is
political in nature. Everything
is fine. But whatever discussion
took place, it will be first con-
veyed to our leader Uddhav
Thackeray ji. Only then can we
say something in the media.
But it is certain that Shiv Sena
believes that there should be a
united opposition,” Raut said
after meeting Rahul.

Raut said during the meet-
ing with Rahul Gandhi, what
TMC leader Mamata Banerjee
said on the opposition was also
discussed. “Rahul Gandhi is to
visit Mumbai this month end
and then a meeting with
Uddhav Thackeray will be pro-
posed,” Raut said.

“There should be only one
coalition of the Opposition, its
effort should be made. I told
Rahul ji that he should take the
lead. There were talk on the
coming elections also,” Raut
told media persons.

Raut also said their anoth-
er coalition partner under the
guidance of NCP supremo
Sharad Pawar is making efforts
for a common Opposition
front and he will make best
efforts to ease out the strained
relationship between the
Congress and the TMC. 

While Mamata had direct-
ly attacked Congress in her
statement after meeting Pawar
in Mumbai last week that there
is no UPA, Pawar played safe
saying all are welcome in fight
against the BJP.

Sharing that “an attempt is
being made to convene a meet-
ing of the opposition,” Raut
said, “I have requested Rahul
Gandhi to take the initiative in
this matter.”

“The leadership of this
front will be decided later,” he
further informed.
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The National Technical
Advisory Group on

Immunisation (NTAGI) has
postponed the decision on
inoculation of the Covid vac-
cine among children as well as
booster dose for the adults, till
next year.

A meeting was held on
Monday to deliberate on an
‘additional’ dose of vaccine
and inoculation of children.

During the meeting, the
NTAGI, a Central
Government’s panel on vaccine
immunisation said children
The members of the 
group did not make the final
recommendation on these
issues as of now.

“The issue of administering
an additional dose of Covid-19
to immunocompromised and
immunosuppressed individuals
and vaccination of 
children against Covid-19 were
deliberated upon in the meet-
ing of NTAGI,” sources said, as
per an agency.

Those who come under the
immunocompromised and
immunosuppressed categories
are cancer patients on therapy,
transplants patients and AIDS
patients.

An additional dose of a
vaccine is different from a
booster dose. While a booster
dose is given after a pre-defined
period when the antibody lev-
els are presumed to have
declined since primary vacci-

nation, additional shot is given
to immunocompromised and
immunosuppressed individuals
when the primary inoculation
does not provide adequate pro-
tection from the disease.

Last week, Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya had told
the Lok Sabha that a decision
on booster doses and vaccines
for kids would be taken on the
basis of scientific advice and
that the focus of the vaccination
drive would be to expand the
coverage of the second dose.

INSACOG, the country’s
top genome sequencing labo-
ratories, on Saturday 
said more scientific experi-
ments are required to assess the
impact of a booster dose of
Covid-19 vaccine. 
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Once much sought after
treatment for patients suf-

fering from Covid-19, conva-
lescent plasma therapy has
received thumbs down from
the World Health Organization
(WHO). The method of using
the blood of people who have
recovered from disease to heal
others is known as convalescent
plasma therapy. 

The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) in the
United States has awarded emer-
gency approval for convalescent

plasma therapy with high anti-
body levels to treat Covid-19 in
2020. It was supposed to be used
for those who were unwell with
Covid-19 and had an underly-
ing health problem.

However, the WHO has
now said current evidence shows
that it does not improve survival
or reduce the need for mechan-
ical ventilation, they said. 

Earlier this year, the use of
convalescent plasma was
removed from the Indian
Council for Medical Research’s
recommended guidelines for
Covid-19. Despite the fact that

an ICMR trial of 400 patients last
year, known as the PLACID trial,
found no significant benefit

from plasma therapy. The ICMR
dropped the plasma therapy
without citing any significant
benefit for Covid-19 treatment.

The WHO also has now
issued a statement that conva-
lescent plasma therapy shows no
improvement in survival and
other important measures and
is not recommended for patients
infected with Covid-19.

Despite its original
promise, recent research reveals
that it does not increase sur-
vival or reduce the need for
mechanical ventilation, and it
is costly and time-consuming

to administer, according to a
WHO Guideline Development
Group of international spe-
cialists writing in The British
Medical Journal (BMJ).

Except in the context of a
randomised controlled exper-
iment, the WHO strongly
advises against using conva-
lescent plasma in patients with
non-severe disease and in
patients with severe and criti-
cal illnesses (RCT). The guide-
lines are based on data from 16
trials, including 16,236 indi-
viduals with non-severe, severe,
or critical Covid infection.
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Battle hardened troops of the
Indian armed forces led by

Air Force Gladiators squadron
AH-64 E  Tuesday conducted
a tri-services tactical drill in the
higher reaches of Kashmir val-
ley demonstrating their capa-
bilities to insert troops behind
the enemy lines in an intense
air defense and electronic war-
fare operating environment.

The complete drill was
planned and executed by the
Chinar Corps in the higher
reaches of Kashmir Valley.  Top
brass of the Chinar corps wit-
nessed the complete drill as it
showcased their capabilities to

carry out successful operations
in high altitude areas incorpo-
rating all facets of cobtempo-
ray and modern battlefields in
synergy with Indian Air Force
and Indian Navy.

Srinagar based Defence
Spokesman Col Emron Musavi
in a statement said, "the heli
dropped task force operated in
snow-clad regions at heights
over 9000 feet.  The Heli Borne
task force included troops from
Infantry, The Special Forces
and the MARCOS from the
Indian Navy. 

The heli drop exercise
included full transportation
and armed helicopters from
Indian Army and Indian Air
Force including the Apaches
attack helicopters. Aspects
related to electronic warfare
were also validated".

Col Musavi  said, "this was
a tri-service exercise under-
taken in Kashmir with the
Indian Air Force, Navy &

Army. The exercise was
planned to validate the joint
capability to insert the task
force tactically behind enemy
lines in an intense air defence
and electronic warfare operat-
ing environment".

"The successful conduct of
the mission validated the true
spirit of jointness achieved in
planning, utilization of
resources and accomplishment
of laid down mission objectives
as a true reflection of the tri-
service ethos of the Indian
Armed forces" added Col
Musavi.

Earlier, a similar drill was
conducted by the Indian army
along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in Ladakh to
practise airborne landing to
hone its rapid response capa-
bilities.

The drill was conducted to
familiarise the troops with the
rugged area and harsh winters
in the cold desert region.
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Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Tuesday linked

the Central decision to provide
extra jurisdiction to the Border
Security Forces and Nagaland
firing case saying that was how
the BJP Government was trying
to usurp the powers of the 
States. 

Speaking at an adminis-
trative meeting in Karnajora in
North Bengal the Chief
Minister asked her own
bureaucrats at the district level
to keep a vigil on the “intru-
sion” and “activities” of the BSF

that “often perpetrate cruelties
on the poor villagers.” 

Speaking to the senior dis-
trict officials she said “you all
should keep an eye on the BSF’s
activities in the area … they
often torture the local people
which they are not authorized
to do … I am telling particu-
larly the BDOs and the Circle
Inspectors to inspect the areas
whenever there is an intrusion
by the BSF men … do bring
things on record as they are not
authorized to act beyond a limit
of 15 km.” 

Slamming the Centre for
the Nagaland firing where 14
people died after the security
forces fired at them Banerjee
said “you all have seen what has
happened in Nagaland … we

cannot allow that to happen
inBengal … The BSF should
seek the permission of the
local officials and the police
administration before they
enter their area as law and
order is a State subject and they
have no jurisdiction there … if
they try to intrude into the area
the local BDO and the IC will
immediatelyvisit the area and
do inspection.”

The Chief Minister is on a
three-day administrative tour
of parts of North and central
Bengal. She is currently visiting
South Dinajpur,North
Dinajpur and Malda, from
where she will travel south-
wards to Murshidabad and
Nadia before reaching back to
Kolkata.
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Tamil filmdom’s reigning
superstar Rajinikanth and

his wife Latha had a surprise
visitor on Tuesday. V K
Sasikala, who claims herself to
be the general secretary of the
AIADMK, dropped in at the
house of Rajinikanth in
Chennai’s Poes Garden.

A statement released by
Sasikala said that she called on
Rajinikanth to enquire about
his health and it was  a courtesy
visit. This is Sasikala’s first visit
to Poes Garden since she
returned to Chennai after serv-
ing a four year jail term in
Bangalore in connection with
the Disproportionate Asset
Case. She was staying earlier in
Veda Nilayam, the private bun-
galow owned by late
Jayalalithaa, in Poes Garden and

Rajinikath was a neighbour.
Veda Nilayam was taken

over by the Tamil Nadu
Government during the tenure
of Edappadi Palaniswamy as
chief minister with the
announcement that it would be
converted into a memorial for
Jayalalithaa. But the Madras
High Court in a verdict deliv-
ered last month had quashed
the government decision and
ordered the transfer of the

palatial house to Deepa and
Deepak, niece and nephew of
late Jayalalithaa. The former
chief minister died intestate
and various courts in the State
are hearing petitions filed by
her relations pleading with the
courts to declare them as her
legal heirs.

Sasikala’s visit to
Rajinikanths is seen as a move
by her to win friends and
influence people, according to

Kolahala Srenivaas. “On
Monday, the AIADMK
announced that O
Panneerselvam and Edappadi
Palaniswamy have been elect-
ed as the coordinator and joint
coordinator respectively of the
party, shutting the doors once
and for ever at Sasikala,” said
Srenivaas, chief editor of
Kolahala TV.

“Sasikala is a closed chap-
ter as far as the AIADMK is
concerned. We do not have
anything to do with her,” said
former minister D Jayakumar
immediately after the
announcement of the election
of OPS and EPS duo as the
leaders of the party. There are
reports that some of the senior
leaders in the AIADMK had
demanded during the meeting
held on Monday that Sasikala
should be brought back to the
party. Though Sasikala claims
herself to be the AIADMK
general secretary, she has not
been allowed anywhere near
the party headquarters making
her the only party chief in the
country who does not have an
office of her own.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi praised Chief

Minister Yogi Adityanath for
his hard work and credited him
for the development carried out
across Uttar Pradesh and in the
process enforcing the belief
that the next assembly elections
in the state will be contested
under Yogi’s leadership and
he will be the face of the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s election
campaign.

Addressing a gathering
after inaugurating projects
worth Rs 10,000 crore in
Gorakhpur on Tuesday, Modi
said, “The amount of sugarcane
dues paid by the Yogi govern-
ment in four and a half years is
more than the total sum paid
by the previous governments in
the state in 10 years. The Uttar
Pradesh government led by
Yogi Adityanath has worked
relentlessly to benefit cane
growers in the state. Consistent
efforts have been made in
Uttar Pradesh to transform
the lives of farmers and double
their incomes.”

The prime minister further

said that the Yogi government
had made efforts to enhance
the facilities in the state.

"Earlier, the samples of
encephalitis patients in
Gorakhpur were sent to Pune
for testing and by the time it
was confirmed, the patient
either had died or was paral-
ysed. Today, we inaugurated the
Regional Viral Research Centre
in Gorakhpur to test coron-
avirus, encephalitis, and other
diseases," he said.

Modi also lauded the Yogi
government for taking up
development projects across
Uttar Pradesh.

“Beginning of a fertiliser
plant and AIIMS in Gorakhpur
is sending out several messages.
When there is a double engine
government, then work takes
place at double speed. When
work is done with honest inten-
tions, then even calamities
can't become obstacles. Besides,
government godowns were
opened for poor farmers and
15 crore people of UP were
provided with free ration. And
all this happened due to Yogi ji’s
good intentions,” the prime
minister said.
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Thanking Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for the

launch of developmental pro-
jects across the state, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said
“Modi hai to mumkin hai”
and what Gorakhpur is today
is only because of Modi ji.

Yogi was in his home turf
Gorakhpur to attend the inau-
gural ceremony of three mega
projects worth Rs 10,000 crore
on Tuesday. The projects
include a fertiliser factory, the
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) and a hi-tech
laboratory of Indian Council of
Medical Research-Regional
Medical Research Centre
(ICMR-RMRC).

“In 2016, the prime minis-
ter had laid the foundation
stone of this fertiliser factory in
Gorakhpur, which has become
functional today. Today’s inau-
guration (of the fertiliser fac-
tory) is like a dream come true
for the people in eastern Uttar
Pradesh which was impossible
during the regimes of other
parties. Five governments were
formed in the state in the last

30 years, but only the Bharatiya
Janata Party regime had the
courage to start this fertiliser
factory in Gorakhpur," he said.

The chief minister main-
tained that the Gorakhpur fer-
tiliser factory was shut down in
1990 and for the next 24 years,
no government showed inter-
est in reviving it.

“In 2016, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi laid the foun-
dation stone of the fertiliser
plant at Gorakhpur, which will
be four times bigger than the
earlier plant which was shut
down in 1991,” he said.

Referring to the declining
rate in cases of Japanese
Encephalitis and other vector-
borne diseases in the region,
Yogi said that Gorakhpur was
fighting medical issues for the
last 40 years and thousands had
died because of the negligence
of the previous state and
Central governments.

“There were deaths due to
encephalitis, malaria among
others. In 2016, the prime
minister laid the foundation
stone of this AIIMS which has
also been inaugurated on
Tuesday,” he said.

The chief minister further
said, “A chain of medical col-
leges is getting ready in Uttar
Pradesh. At present, there are
medical colleges in 59 districts
of the state and the process of
setting up medical colleges in
other districts is also underway.
The health infrastructure has
been improved considerably.”

Lashing out at the previous
regimes in the state for neglect-
ing public health, Yogi said that
for the last several decades,
thousands of deaths occurred
every year due to various dis-
eases in eastern UP, but the pre-
vious governments did not
care about the people’s health.

“Everyone was left to their
own fate. The facilities of
AIIMS will be a boon for the
people of eastern UP,” he 
said.

Speaking on the high vac-
cination coverage in Uttar
Pradesh, the chief minister
said that the world’s largest vac-
cination campaign was being
run under the able guidance of
the prime minister and UP had
reached the milestone of
administering 17 crore vaccine
doses on Tuesday.
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Hours after the Opposition
BJP demanded answers

from the Maharashtra
Government and the civic
administration over the find-
ings in the latest Comptroller
and Auditor General of India
(CAG), the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC)
on Tuesday dismissed as “base-
less and incorrect” all allega-
tions that were irregularities in
the prestigious �12,700 crore
prestigious Mumbai Coastal
Road Project.

“All allegations about fraud
and irregularities in the Coastal
Road Project are baseless. No
fraud or irregularities have
been committed in the Coastal
Road Project undertaken by
the BMC. The allegations cir-
culating in this regard are base-
less and incorrect,” the BMC

stated in a statement issued
here on Tuesday evening.

Earlier in the afternoon,
senior Mumbai BJP leader
Asish Shelar demanded
answers from Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray, State
Environment Minister Aaditya
Thackeray, Mumbai Municipal
Commissioner I S Chahal and
the ruling Shiv Sena in the
BMC about the alleged irregu-
larities in the implementation
of the project. Among other
things, Shelar demanded a
clarification from the BMC
over the CAG finding that Rs
295 crore had been given ille-
gally to contractors and con-
sultants.

The CAG has, among
other things, questioned the
BMC over a sharp increase in
construction cost of the
Mumbai Coastal Road Project
(MCRP) from Rs 252 crore per

kilometer in 2011 to Rs 1274
crore in 2018, a 405% rise. It
has also raised questions over
separate expenditure amount-
ing to  Rs 200 crore in an
inspection report between
April 2016 and March 2020.
The total expenditure in the lat-
ter part amounted to Rs 2100
crore, of which Rs 200 crore has
been called into question.

Being developed by the
Shiv Sena-ruled BMC and
State-run Maharashtra State
Road Development
Corporation (MSRDC) in four
packages, the coastal road will
connect Marine Lines in south
Mumbai with Kandivli in north
Mumbai. Along the 29.2 km
stretch, the coastal road will
have tunnels, bridges, inter-
changes, elevated stretches and
roads on reclaimed land, along
with pedestrian underpasses
and foot over bridges (FoBs).
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The Bombay High Court on
Tuesday asked Maharashtra

Minister Nawab Malik as to
why contempt of court notice
should not be issued against
him for breaching his own
assurance to the court that he
would refrain from making
statements against Dhyandev
Wankhede, father of NCB zonal
director Sameer Wankhede,
and his family members.

After taking cognisance of
a complaint that the minister
had breached his assurance to
the court, a HC bench of
Justices SJ Kathawalla and
Milind Jadhav directed Malik
to file an affidavit as to why a
contempt of court notice
should not be issued against
him for deliberately breaching
his assurance to the court.

The HC bench directed
Malik to file an affidavit before
the next date of hearing which
has been fixed for December 10.

The direction to Malik
came after petitioner
Dhyandev Wankhede – who
has filed a Rs 1.25 crore
defamation suit against the
NCP leader –  brought to the
notice of the court that the
minister had given interviews
during which he allegedly con-
tinued with his tirade against
the Wankhede family.

It may be recalled that
Malik had on November 25
given an undertaking to the
high court that he would
refrain from making any
defamatory statements till the
interim application filed in
Wankhede's defamation suit
was re-heard by a single-judge
of the High Court. Bringing to
the HC bench’s notice of the
breach, Wankhede’s senior
Advocate Birendra Saraf filed
an affidavit showing the
instances where Malik made
defamatory statements after
the order of November 25.
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Ahead of the visit of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

next week to Goa on the occa-
sion of State Liberation Day on
December 19, the Sarpanches
of Goa have appealed to the
PM to save their livelihood by
resuming iron ore mines that
have been closed for five years.
More than 20 Sarpanches of
Goa's mining belt have
apprised the PM that five lakh
people in Goa were fully
dependent on mining for their
livelihood but mining is com-
pletely closed since 2018 and
with covid already affecting
tourism of the State, about a
lakh families are directly or
indirectly dependent on min-
ing.  

“Due to this the right of
livelihood given to the citizens
under the Constitution is also
in danger. Goa had nominated
Narendra Modi as Prime
Minister in 2013, now he
should resume mining and
give a return gift to Goa. We
want that mining should
resume in Goa this time before
the elections,” one of the sig-
natory Sarpanch Surya Naik
said.

Another Sarpanch
Siddharth Desai said that
tourism is almost closed in Goa
for the last two years due to
covid and common people
have no work as well as there
is no source of income due to
the closure of mining. In such
a situation, our appeal to PM is

to save our livelihood, he men-
tioned.

In the letter the Sarpanches
have said that they have
apprised all representatives of
the State many times about
helplessness and situation. The
letter says that as Goa assem-
bly elections are due next year,
the Sarpanches desires that
BJP and its alliance come back
to power. “Both the central and
state government are fully
aware of the whole matter. We
appeal to you again that this is
the right time when you can
save millions of lives by resum-
ing mining in Goa on time,”
said the letter to PM.

The late Manohar Parrikar
government had banned iron
ore mining in Goa and now the
matter is in Supreme Court.
Incumbent Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant has already
indicated that he wants to start
eight mines by forming a min-
ing corporation but more than
300 mines are still closed in Goa.

The signatories include
Village Panchayat Rivona,
Village Panchayat Bhati, Village
Panchayat Seldem, Village
Panchayat Kardi. There are 40
gram panchayats in Goa
through which the local
administration is run as part of
Panchyati Raj system. In a
state where TMC, Congress
and AAP are ready to take on
the BJP government, the Aam
Aadmi Party has given an elec-
tion slogan that if they come to
power, they will resume min-
ing in six months.
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With the Chair reminding
some MPs not to speak

on specific cases in the judi-
ciary, the Lok Sabha on
Tuesday debated High Court
and Supreme Court Judges
(Salaries and Conditions of
Service) Amendment Bill,
2021. 

Initiating the debate,
Congress MP Shashi Tharoor
referred to the delay in disposal
of cases and the manner in
which bails were given in cer-
tain cases. Tharoor said a large
number of Habeas Corpus
petitions are pending before the
Jammu & Kashmir High Court.
He pointed out that according
to the law, the cases of Habeas
Corpus have to be disposed of
in 15 days whereas some courts
are taking as long as 252.5 days
on average.  

In contrast, Tharoor said,
"Many commentators have
contrasted with the urgency
with which Bombay High
Court dealt with a writ of a cer-
tain editor of a television chan-
nel which claims to deliver
news that the nation allegedly
wants to know." 

Pointing to a case on the
constitutional validity of
demonetisation, Tharoor said,
a three-judge bench ordered
constitution of the larger bench
which is yet to be constituted.
When he mentioned some
pending cases including,
Bhima Koregaon case and
Sohrabuddin Sheikh and Ishrat
Jahan case, BJP's Nishkant
Dubey raised point of order to
which A Raja, who presiding
the House, asked Tharoor not
to mention cases which are
pending before various
courts.While introducing the
bill for passage, Law Minister
Kiren Rijiju said it has a very
limited provision and it per-
tains to a pension of retired
judges. 

This bill seeks to bring clar-
ity on when Supreme Court
and High Court judges are enti-
tled to an additional quantum
of pension or family pension on
attaining a certain age.  

The High Court and
Supreme Court Judges (Salaries
and Conditions of Service)
Amendment Bill, 2021, which
was introduced by Rijiju amid
din by the opposition over
farmers' issues, proposes to
amend the High Court Judges
(Salaries and Condition of
Service) Act and the Supreme
Court Judges (Salaries and
Condition of Service) Act. 

According to the Bill, in
2009 the two laws were amend-
ed to provide that every retired
judge or after his death, the
family, as the case may be, will
be entitled to an additional
quantum of pension or family
pension.   Accordingly, the
additional quantum of pension
to retired judges of the High
Courts and the Supreme Court
is being sanctioned on com-
pleting the age of 80 years, 85
years, 90 years, 95 years and
100 years, as the case may be.
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The Income Tax Department
searches in Ahmedabad

has resulted in detection of
total unaccounted transactions
exceeding �500 crore besides
seizure of unaccounted cash of
�1.80 crore and unexplained
jewellery valued at �8.30 crore.
So far, 18 bank lockers have
also been put under restraint.

The Department initiated
search and seizure operations
on a prominent business group,
engaged primarily in the man-
ufacturing of stainless steel
and metal pipes, in
Ahmedabad. The searches were
conducted in more than 30
premises in Ahmedabad and
Mumbai, the IT Department
said in a statement.

“During the course of the
search operation, a large num-
ber of incriminating docu-
ments, loose sheets, digital evi-
dence etc. have been found and
seized. These evidence contain
detailed records of the group’s
unaccounted income on which
due taxes have not been paid,”

it said.
A preliminary analysis of

evidence indicates that the
group is indulging in unac-
counted sales of goods and
scrap in cash which is not
recorded in the regular books
of account. Further, incrimi-
nating evidence of various mal-
practices such as unaccounted
cash loans advanced and inter-
est earned thereon, expenses
incurred in cash, bogus expens-
es and purchases and unac-
counted land investments has
also been unearthed.

The deleted WhatsApp
chat of a key person, detected
during the search, revealed
evidence of obtaining huge
accommodation entries by the
group to reduce its taxable
income. Certain benami prop-
erties have also been identified,
it said.

Meanwhile, a similar
action in Tamil Nadu in respect
of two groups engaged in the
retail sales of jewellery, textiles
and home appliances through
their popular chain of stores in
Chennai, Coimbatore, Madurai
and Tirunelveli. As many as 37
premises were covered in this
action.

In the case of the first
group, seized documents and
other incriminating materials
gathered during the searches
have revealed that, the assessee
had been actively involved in

systematically suppressing sales
by manipulating their books of
accounts.

“The extent of suppres-
sion of sales is found to be
more than Rs 1,000 crore, over
a period of several years. It was
also found that, the assessee
had made unaccounted cash
purchases of about Rs 150
crore in textile division and
jewellery division, during the
past few years,” it said.

In the case of the second
group in Tamil Nadu, incrim-
inating material seized during
the course of search, has
revealed that the assessee group
had obtained bogus bills from
a set of parties to the tune of Rs
80 crore and thereby sup-
pressed taxable income.

Evidence relating to the
unaccounted purchases of gold
have also been gathered.
Besides, the assessee group is
found to be debiting inflated
making charges of jewellery. In
addition, unaccounted rental
receipts and the unaccounted
scrap sales aggregating to Rs 7
crore have also been detected,
it said.

The searches on the two
groups have led to a seizure of
cash of Rs 10 crore and jew-
ellery/ bullion worth about Rs
6 crore.

Further investigations are
under progress in connection
with all the three groups.
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Jaipur: Twenty-four more peo-
ple tested positive for coron-
avirus in Rajasthan, pushing
the infection tally to 9,54,944
on Tuesday, according to an
official report.

The fresh cases were
reported in Jaipur (12); Barmer,
Udaipur (three each); Ajmer,
Dungarpur (two each); Bikaner
and Jhunjhunu (one each), the
report stated. On the bright
side, 25 people recovered from
the infection on Tuesday, tak-
ing the recovery count to
9,45,768 in Rajasthan.

The state has seen 8,956
deaths linked to the virus so far.

According to the latest report,
the number of active novel
coronavirus cases stands at
220 in Rajasthan. PTI
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the cusp of the world’s largest
public offering of his compa-
ny ie The Ant Group (a flour-
ishing empire including the
Alibaba, then valued at well
over $1 trillion), was subject-
ed to a reality check of over-
stepping the mandated red-
lines (in this case, criticising
Chinese regulatory policies) in
Xi’s hypersensitive China, and
soon disappeared. Since then,
Ja Ma has gone under the radar
with patchy, dubiously organ-
ised and sanitised public
appearances, that are typical of
China’s treatment of anyone
blowing the lid off the official
narrative. Many others like
award-winning photographer
Lu Guang, businesswoman
Duan Weihong, actress Zhao
Wei, artist and activist Ai
Weiwei, real estate tycoon Ren
Zhiqiang — all followed the
patented route of inexplicable
‘disappearances’. No criticism
of the leader, party or its poli-
cies is ever tolerated.

Now, the hardly curious
case of former No 1 women’s
tennis doubles player, Peng
Shuai, follows the exact same
path. Her crime: Calling out
the bluff of so-called discipline,
propriety and morality within
the top ranks of the CCP by
accusing former Chinese Vice-
Premier Zhang Gaoli of sexu-
al assault. Expectedly, Chinese
social media platform Weibo
took down Peng Shuai’s post
and discussions about her

sudden disappearance were
heavily censored within the
controlled realm of Chinese
media, and her physical where-
abouts remained unconvinc-
ingly scanty. Following a con-
certed effort by the World
Tennis Association (WTA),
the Chinese Tennis
Association issued perfuncto-
ry assurances that Peng Shuai
was safe and “not under any
physical threat”. In a throwback
to Ja Ma’s carefully calibrated
‘reappearances’ that raised a lot
more questions than it
addressed, Peng Shuai too has
started making what is increas-
ingly getting dubbed as
‘hostage videos’. For an inter-
nationally active player, there
has been an inexplicable curb
on access and ability to reach
out to her with strangely
incommunicado and stage-
managed ‘sightings’, dished
out as means of meaningless
reassurances of normalcy.
Unfortunately, and embarrass-
ingly so for the Chinese, the
WTA Tour has suspended its
tournaments in China and
upped the ante, exactly what
the Chinese were seeking to
avoid, in their quest to suppress
the truth and the accompany-
ing outcry. Crucially, this spe-
cific disappearance (unlike
countless others) could further
sully the Chinese perceptions,
weak as they are in the COVID
era, to derail the Winter
Olympics which are due in a

couple of months.
It’s not so much about

defending Gaoli’s personal
reputation (who too remains
away from public gaze) as
much as it is about defending
the linear mirage of the
‘Chinese Dream’ (read, Party’s
governing capacity and infal-
libility) and of, therefore,
avoiding the dangerous prece-
dent of ‘questioning’ any of its
imperatives. The People’s Daily,
which noted the “heaven on
earth” analogy in 1958,
launched its English daily
tabloid, Global Times, in 2009
with the same level of propa-
gandistic enthusiasm — so it
noted WTA’s action as “pursuit
of political correctness”, “forc-
ing her to comply in accor-
dance with the imagination
and expectations of Western
public opinion” and as “politi-
cisation of sports”, all the while
remaining deflective on the
specifics of Peng Shuai’s disap-
pearance. This is the thin ice
on which the Chinese society,
governance and sustainability
is predicated; Xi Jinping knows
this, and therefore among his
predecessors, he prefers Mao
Zedong’s hard propaganda
approach to the relatively
reformist approach of Deng
Xiaoping.

(The writer, a military vet-
eran, is a former Lt Governor
of Andaman & Nicobar Islands
and Puducherry. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — No country, no community, no
individual is safe until everyone across the
world is safe. The emergence of a new
Coronavirus variant has once again
brought the spotlight on how unprece-
dented the pandemic is and how precar-
ious the situation we’re all in. We may
have come to think that the pandemic is
over, but the virus is still with us. As we
speak, scientists across the world are
scrambling to gather more data on the
Omicron variant to understand how dan-
gerous it is in terms of transmission and
severity, and whether the currently avail-
able vaccines will be effective against it.
The World Health Organisation has
designated Omicron — the B.1.1.529 lin-
eage of Sars-Cov-2 — as a variant of con-
cern, leading to fears of another global
surge in cases. 

Dozens of countries have imposed
travel bans from South African nations,
where the Omicron variant was first iden-
tified. Others have imposed stricter
measures to curb the spread of the
Omicron variant. As on date, at least 38
countries have confirmed Omicron cases.
Meanwhile, a number of countries have
started booster vaccinations as a preven-
tive measure against the new strain. But
the question is: As long as vaccine
inequity is not addressed, can the world
think of defeating the Coronavirus pan-
demic and restoring normalcy?

Gautam SR | Bhopal
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Sir — Russian President Vladimir Putin's
India visit should bolster bilateral ties
between the two countries. Foreign pol-
icy is a matter of costs and benefits; no
two nations are permanent foes. New
Delhi, of course, is not on a slippery slope
as far as its military and trade ties with
Moscow are concerned. An old and tra-
ditional connection cannot go haywire
just like that, and that was exemplified in
no uncertain terms by Putin's India visit.
The 2+2 meeting between the defence
and foreign ministers of both the coun-
tries was held in a conducive atmosphere.
India holds 2+2 ministerial meetings with

the United States, Japan and Australia
and, thus, Russia became the fourth coun-
try to be accorded that importance.
President Putin hailing India as a “great
power” should do wonders for healthy
bilateral relations. 

Military, space, power, energy and
infrastructure sectors between India and
Russia are all set to be further expanded
in the aftermath of President Putin's short
but crucial visit. Interpersonal relations
between the two have always been above
board. There is nothing unusual in dif-
ferences of opinion between the two
friends. Putin kept away from the G20
and rescheduled his Beijing visit amid the
pandemic; but kept his word on attend-
ing the summit in India. New Delhi,
therefore, has to engage Russia on a per-
sonal level keeping with its dehyphen-
ation policy on international relations. 

Ganapathi Bhat | Akola
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Sir — There is little doubt that the repeal
of the three contentious farm laws that
were hastily passed in September last year
is a victory for the farming community,

and the triumph justly connotes the pop-
ular saying, “Farmers are the backbone
of the Indian economy.” However, the
about turn made by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is nothing but a sheer
political opportunism with an eye on the
forth-coming assembly elections in the
key States of UP, Punjab and
Uttarakhand, and as well in the wake of
the BJP’s recent dismal performance in
bypolls. 

The rollback of the farm laws shows
how politically difficult it will be for
India to overhaul a sector that supports
about 60 per cent of the country’s pop-
ulation. The farmers’ victory is a trib-
ute to their unprecedented struggle that
it not only withstood the multi-fanged
State repression, but, in fact, increased
its defiant resistance massively for a year.
The ruling BJP must have learnt a hard-
hitting lesson that a community, which
is strongly united for a cause, can
never be defeated.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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In the early days of ‘helms-
man’ Mao Zedong’s Chinese
revolution, propaganda
assumed a key role in shap-

ing the Chinese optics, discourse
and popular narrative. In 1958,
the mouthpiece of the Chinese
Communist Party, People’s Daily,
wrote: “…today, in the era of Mao
Zedong, heaven is here on
earth….” — ironically, this was
also the year of the start of the
Great Chinese Famine that has
been regarded as amongst the
greatest manmade disasters in
human history, accounting for
millions (estimates ranging from
15 to 55 million) deaths. The
instinctive cover-up reaction of
the Chinese officialdom entailed
releasing propaganda posters of
Chinese children standing atop
surreal green fields of wheat so
dense that they could hold their
weight — the reality of the ‘fields’,
actually made of deliberately
transplanted stalks with a bench
to hold the children, was hidden
from the masses.

Today, in Xi Jinping’s China,
the seeds of Mao’s manipulative
propaganda tactics have mush-
roomed like never before, and the
curation of the ‘Chinese Dream’
is a zealously guarded effort that
brooks no contrarian viewpoint.
Xi’s barely concealed and insidi-
ous efforts to “tell China’s story
well” comes packaged with the
usual spirit of defensive and
reactive censorships, heavily mas-
saged headlines, deflections to
even outright buying out interna-
tional opinions eg, South China
Morning Post. Awkward subjects
like the ensuing dissonance in
Hong Kong, Xinjiang, Tibet or
the Dalai Lama remain subject to
editorial manicuring with the
requisite smoke-and-mirrors to
ensure that the domestic audience
does not get ‘brainwashed’ to
what Xi calls “western values of
journalism”. An important aspect
of this control phenomenon is to
define the so-called redlines that
necessitates the continuing main-
tenance of the official charade of
the Communist Party’s suprema-
cy, infallibility and perfection —
anyone questioning the same
risks immediate threat or, in
Chinese context, mysterious dis-
appearances.

Last year, flamboyant
Chinese entrepreneur Jack Ma, at
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Recently the United Nations
Environment Conference ‘COP
26’ concluded in Glasgow, UK.
India was praised at this confer-

ence, for Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
"Panchamrit" commitment for safe envi-
ronment. Today’s environmental crisis is
actually linked to the existence of human-
ity. The devastation caused by the chang-
ing climate is now affecting the common
man all over the globe.

Cloudbursts in the Himalayan region
of Uttarakhand, excessively low rainfall
in some regions and excessive rainfall in
some others, and resulting droughts and
floods, and causing diseases and result-
ing in climate change inducing natural
calamities, all are impacting lives in the
country today. Globally, life on small
islands is endangered due to rising sea lev-
els. Environmental hazards are also
becoming the cause of large-scale dis-
placement. If we do not rise to the occa-
sion, this earth will not remain a habit-
able place in the next few decades.

In view of this concern, environmen-
tal conferences are being organized under
the auspices of the United Nations annu-
ally since 1994. These conferences are also
called ‘United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change’. At the
Environment Conference held in Kyoto,
Japan a treaty was signed, known as the
‘Kyoto Protocol’, (with amendments in
Doha’s Environment Conference in 2012),
according to which countries announced
targets to reduce their emissions of
greenhouse gases. The ‘Kyoto Protocol’
was the last such agreement in which
developed countries accepted their
responsibility to reduce the emission of
greenhouse gases emissions; and the less
developed and developing countries were
exempted from the responsibility of
reducing the emission of these gases for
some time.

After the 2015 Paris’s Environment
Conference, India, with a liberal change
in its earlier stance, unilaterally pledged
to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases
and made it clear that India would not
only live up to its ambitions but also raise
the same. But India had also made it clear
that developed countries should desist
from blaming India for environmental
degradation or global warming. The
reality is that if seen from the historical
perspective, today the world is suffering
the consequences of what happened in the
last 100 years. Whereas the United States
is responsible for 40 per cent of green-
house gases emissions, Europe’s and
China’s contribution is 10 per cent and 28
per cent respectively, India is responsible
for merely three per cent for these emis-
sions.

India had said that while the rich
countries are responsible for a major part
of the emissions, they had not lived up to
their promise, made in Copenhagen, to
provide $100 billion to the developing and
least-developed countries to deal with the
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environmental crisis. Moreover,
given the magnitude of the prob-
lem and the efforts needed to deal
with the same, even $1 trillion may
fall short of the requirement.
Unfortunately, there is no reference
to the commitment of $100 billion
in COP26’s final document.
Rather, all efforts are being made
to put the blame on India for the
environmental crisis due to over
usage of coal. In the draft of the
final document of the
Environment Conference of
Glasgow (UK), the rich countries
included the condition to phase
out of coal in the draft declaration,
and when India refused to accept
the same, a campaign was started
in the western media to defame
India that it is becoming an obsta-
cle in the way to solution of envi-
ronmental crisis.

Whereas the media in the
west is trying to portray India as
the villain of the environmental
crisis for not accepting the condi-
tion to phase out coal usage in the
final document, countries like the
US, Europe and China, who are
main culprits, are nowhere close to
being held responsible. We need to
understand that singling out coal
will not serve the purpose. India’s
argument that other fossil fuels like
petroleum and gas are equally
responsible for emissions is a log-
ical one. However, since the US
and Europe have an advantage in

using them (petroleum and gas),
there is no mention of reducing
emissions from these fossil fuels in
the final document, which is
downright unfair.

Today, when the developed
countries are calling India a hin-
drance to the environmental treaty,
they have to introspect and real-
ize that the reason for the present
environmental crisis is the uncon-
trolled consumption by those
countries, which is reflected in the
fact that the US and Europe alone
— where only 14 per cent of the
total world’s population lives —
account for 50 per cent of the
greenhouse gas emissions in the
last 100 years. 

Not only this, even today the
per capita emission of greenhouse
gases in India is only 1.77 metric
tons, while in America it is 14.24
metric tons and in England it is
4.85 metric tons, and in China also
the per capita emission of green-
house gases is 7.41 metric tons.
The main reason for excessive
greenhouse gas emissions in devel-
oped countries is wasteful and irre-
sponsible consumption, which is
due to their lifestyle. Developed
countries today are not ready to
concede that the present environ-
mental crisis is due to their stub-
bornness to not change their
lifestyle. The people of these coun-
tries and their leadership will have
to realize that they have to control

their consumption to overcome the
current environmental crisis.
Whether it is the goal of not
allowing the world’s temperature
to rise more than 1.5 degrees
from the pre-industrial level, or the
reduction in smoke, the only solu-
tion is the control of consumption,
for which the developed countries
have the main responsibility.

Apart from this, the efforts
made by developing countries
and underdeveloped countries
like India to reduce the emissions
of greenhouse gases and global
warming will require the use of
technology. This technology is
available mainly with the devel-
oped countries, which they want
to share only for a hefty price. On
the other hand, developing and
underdeveloped countries will
have to increase the use of renew-
able energy such as solar energy,
wind energy,  etc., for which they
will need more investment and
technology. The need of the hour
is that if the earth is to be kept
habitable, the developed countries
have to make available their
resources and technology for it,
rich countries will have to come
out of their colonial mindset,
that they are the rulers of the
world and can do anything they
desire. It should not be forgotten
that heat emanating from global
warming will not spare even these
rich countries.

(The writer is a Professor
in PGDAV College,
University of Delhi. 
The views expressed 

are personal.)

Will Congress perish
as West Bengal chief
minister Mamata

Banerjee and others believe?
Even in the past, many pre-
dicted the end of Congress,
but it survived many
onslaughts. The latest was in
1998 when Sonia Gandhi
emerged, Sphinx-like, to
revive it and rule from 2004-
2014. The 2019 Lok Sabha
results gave Congress 12 crore
votes, though seat-wise it got
only 52. Even in its second
successive defeat in 2019, the
party retained a solid block of
20 percent votes. The Gandhi
family is complacent, believ-
ing that the voters will get dis-
enchanted sooner than later
and return to the Grand Old
Party.  No doubt they live in
a fool’s paradise as there is an
urgent need to revive the

party. Undoubtedly, Congress
faces a leadership crisis and
challenges from many sides.

The first is to quell the
internal indiscipline and
revolt. The group of 23 led by
Ghulam Nabi Azad is an
example and this disenchant-
ment is prevalent in almost all
states.

The second comes from
within the Opposition bloc. Of
late, West Bengal chief minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee’s attack,
backed by the wily NCP chief
Sharad Pawar, has intensi-
fied. Now that Mamata has
decided to bid for the Prime
Minister’s post in 2024, she is
trying to edge out Congress
from the opposition bloc. As
a first step, Banerjee is prepar-
ing to broad-base her party
and also gain pan-national
recognition.

The third is the shrinking
Congress party in many states
and even regions. Congress
should now aim to build upon
the 12-crore voter base instead
of embroiling itself in self-
made controversies. Of the
186 direct fights between BJP
and Congress in 2019, the for-
mer won 170 seats, amount-
ing to a 91.4 percent strike
rate. It bagged 162 of these
seats in the 2014 elections. The
Congress, which won 24 of
these seats in 2014, has come
down to 15. In Uttar Pradesh,

Bihar, Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Haryana,
Uttarakhand, Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha,
Himachal Pradesh, and West
Bengal, where it ruled in the
past, Congress won only 10
out of 286 seats. The party has
no representation from 20
states. Further, BJP has taken
over the opposition space in
Odisha, Tripura, and West
Bengal, where Congress was
traditionally the main oppo-
sition. Also, the regional par-
ties continue to put up a
much better fight than
Congress.

So, what are the options
for the party now that there
are cracks within the opposi-
tion?

The first is to think of a
long-term strategy and start
preparing for 2024. Mamata is

doing precisely that. Congress
is involved in short-term
quick-fix solutions, often
messing up the party’s chances
as they did in Punjab recent-
ly. But before that, the party
needs to resolve its leadership
crisis, which has been going
on since August 2019.

The second is that the
party needs enormous
resources and committed
booth committees to compete
with BJP. Once these two are
addressed, the other things are
more manageable.

The third is to find ways
of uniting the opposition.
Sonia Gandhi has the stature
to do this as almost all oppo-
sition parties might be willing
to unite under her leadership,
but they have reservations
against Rahul Gandhi. If nec-
essary, the Gandhi family

should pave the way for some
other leader.

The regional leaders real-
ize that though they could
contain BJP in their states,
they do not have a pan-nation-
al presence. Even today,there-
fore, they need a party like
Congress; every village has a
congressman.

Last Sunday, Shiv Sena
mouthpiece Saamna, in its
editorial, said that pushing the
grand old party away from
national politics and creating
an Opposition grouping par-
allel to the UPA (United
Progressive Alliance) would
only strengthen BJP and "fas-
cist" forces. Though Mamata
tried to woo the Sena during
her recent visit, Sena does not
want to lose its government
because Congress is its coali-
tion partner in Maharashtra.

Rahul Gandhi has been in
politics since 2004, but he is
not yet accepted as the oppo-
sition face. Rahul’s efforts to
befriend second-generation
leaders like Akhilesh Yadav
have not succeeded. He needs
an image makeover.

The fourth and more
complex option is to give a call
to all those leaders who had
left Congress to come back.
This idea springs up on and
off. Congress has been the par-
ent of many ruling parties like
the NCP, TMC, YSRCP. There
have been suggestions that
such a united party could
function under a presidium
and collective leadership. But
the parent party is hesitant to
take such a plunge. A united
Congress, than a divided
opposition, is a more formida-
ble opponent to BJP.
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(The writer is a senior 
journalist. The views

expressed are personal.)
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President Joe Biden is ready
to warn Vladimir Putin

during a video call Tuesday that
Russia will face economy-jar-
ring sanctions if it invades
neighboring Ukraine as Biden
seeks a diplomatic solution to
deal with the tens of thousands
of Russian troops massed near
the Ukraine border.

Biden aims to make clear
that his administration stands
ready to take actions against the
Kremlin that would exact “a
very real cost” on the Russian
economy, according to White
House officials. Putin, for his
part, is expected to demand
guarantees from Biden that
the NATO military alliance
will never expand to include
Ukraine, which has long sought
membership. That’s a non-
starter for the Americans and
their NATO allies.

“We’ve consulted signifi-
cantly with our allies and
believe we have a path forward
that would impose significant
and severe harm on the Russian
economy,” White House press
secretary Jen Psaki said
Monday in previewing the
meeting. “You can call that a
threat. You can call that a fact.
You can call that preparation.
You can call it whatever you
want to call it.”

The leader-to-leader con-
versation — Biden speaking
from the Situation Room, Putin
from his residence in Sochi —
is expected to be one of the
toughest of Biden’s presidency
and comes at a perilous time.
U.S. intelligence officials have
determined that Russia has
massed 70,000 troops near the
Ukraine border and has made
preparations for a possible
invasion early next year. In a
statement released just hours
before the leaders’ video call,

Ukrainian authorities charged
that Russia is sending 
tanks and snipers to war-torn
eastern Ukraine to “provoke
return fire.” 

Ukraine’s Defense Ministry
alleged that Russia is holding
“training camps under the
leadership of regular service-
men of the Russian Armed
Forces.” The Kremlin hasn’t
commented on the allegations.

The U.S. has not deter-
mined whether Putin has made
a final decision to invade. Still,
Biden intends to make clear to
the Russian leader that there
will be a “very real cost” should
Russia proceed with military
action, according to a senior
administration official who
briefed reporters on the con-
dition of anonymity.

Biden was vice president in
2014 when Russian troops
marched into the Black Sea
peninsula of Crimea and
annexed the territory from
Ukraine. Aides say the Crimea
episode — one of the darker
moments for former President
Barack Obama on the interna-
tional stage — looms large as
Biden looks at the current
smoldering crisis.

The eastward expansion
of NATO has from the start
been a bone of contention not
just with Moscow but also in

Washington. In 1996, when
President Bill Clinton’s nation-
al security team debated the
timing of membership invita-
tions to former Soviet allies
Poland, Hungary and the
Czech Republic, Defense
Secretary William Perry urged
delay to keep Russian relations
on track. Perry wrote in his
memoir that when he lost the
internal debate he considered
resigning.

Poland, Hungary and the
Czech Republic were formally
invited in 1997 and joined in
1999. They were followed in
2004 by Bulgaria, Romania,
Slovakia, Slovenia and the for-
mer Soviet states of Estonia,
Latvia and Lithuania. Since
then, Albania, Croatia,
Montenegro and North
Macedonia have joined, bring-
ing NATO’s total to 30 nations.

A key principle of the
NATO alliance is that mem-
bership is open to any qualify-
ing country. And no outsider
has membership veto power.
While there’s little prospect
that Ukraine would be invited
into the alliance anytime soon,
the U.S. and its allies won’t rule
it out.

In Washington,
Republicans are framing this
moment as a key test of Biden’s
leadership on the global stage.

Biden vowed as a candidate
to reassert American leadership
after President Donald Trump’s
emphasis on an “America first”
foreign policy. 
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Rohingya refugees sued
Facebook parent Meta

Platforms for more than $150
billion over what they say was
the company’s failure to stop
hateful posts that incited vio-
lence against the Muslim 
ethnic group by Myanmar’s
military rulers and their sup-
porters.

Lawyers filed a class-action
lawsuit Monday in California
saying Facebook’s arrival in
Myanmar helped spread hate
speech, misinformation and
incitement to violence that
“amounted to a substantial
cause, and eventual perpetua-
tion of, the Rohingya geno-
cide.”Lawyers in the United
Kingdom have issued notice of
their intention to file a similar
legal action. Facebook, which
was recently renamed Meta,
did not immediately, reply to a
request for comment.

It’s the latest in a series of
accusations that the social
media giant fueled misinfor-
mation and political violence,
outlined in redacted internal
documents obtained by a con-
sortium of news organizations,
including The Associated
Press.The combined legal

claims from Rohingya refugees
are being filed on behalf of any-
one worldwide who survived
the violence or had a relative
who died from it.

The Rohingya are a
Muslim ethnic group forced to
flee persecution and violence in
Myanmar starting in 2017,
with an estimated 1 million liv-
ing in refugee camps in neigh-
boring Bangladesh. Some
10,000 have ended up in the
United States.

In 2018, United Nations
human rights experts investi-
gating attacks against the
Rohingya said Facebook had
played a role in spreading hate
speech.

More than 10,000
Rohingya have been killed and
more than 150,000 were subject
to physical violence, according
to the law firms organizing the
cases.

The lawsuits say Facebook’s
algorithms amplified hate
speech against the Rohingya
people and that it didn’t spend
enough money to hire moder-
ators and fact checkers who
spoke the local languages or
understood the political situa-
tion. They also say Facebook
failed to shut accounts and
pages or take down posts incit-

ing violence or using hate
speech directed at the ethnic
group.

Facebook arrived in
Myanmar in 2011, arranging
for millions of residents to
access the internet for the first
time, according to the lawsuit
filed in California Superior
Court for San Mateo County. 

But the lawsuit says the
company did little to warn
people about the dangers of
online misinformation and
fake accounts — tactics
employed by the military in its
campaign against the
Rohingya.

The lawsuit says Facebook
knew that rewarding users for
posting dangerous content and
allowing fake accounts created
by autocrats to flourish would
radicalize users.

“The resulting Facebook-
fueled anti-Rohingya senti-
ment motivated and enabled
the military government of
Myanmar to engage in a cam-
paign of ethnic cleansing
against the Rohingya,” the law-
suit says.

Copyright 2021 The
Associated Press. All rights
reserved. This material may not
be published, broadcast, rewrit-
ten or redistributed.
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China accused the United
States of violating the

Olympic spirit on 
Tuesday after the Biden admin-
istration announced a diplo-
matic boycott of Beijing Winter
Games over human rights 
concerns.

Rights groups have pushed
for a full-blown boycott of
Games, accusing China of
rights abuses against ethnic
minorities.

The US decision falls short
of those calls but comes at an
exceptionally turbulent time for
relations between powerhouse
nations and was met with a
barrage of criticism from
China.

The US is attempting to
interfere with Beijing Games
“out of ideological prejudice
and based on lies and rumors,”
Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Zhao Lijian told reporters.

The boycott “seriously vio-
lates principle of political neu-
trality of sports established by
Olympic Charter and runs
counter to the Olympic motto
‘more united,’” Zhao said. As he
did previous day, Zhao vowed
that China would respond with
“resolute countermeasures” but
offered no details.
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Amotorcycle rigged with
explosives went off in cen-

ter of Iraq’s southern city of
Basra on Tuesday, killing at
least four people and wound-
ing four others, according to
Iraqi security forces. The blast
set ablaze two other vehicles
and sent a column of black
smoke into sky. 

The governor of Basra,
Asaad al-Idani, told reporters
on scene that a motorcycle had
exploded, quickly blaming mil-
itants from Islamic State
group.There was no immediate
claim of responsibility for
morning attack near a major
hospital, which shook resi-
dents of city. Iraq’s Security
Media Cell, an outlet affiliated

with country’s security forces,
said in a statement that four
people were killed and four
were wounded as a result of the
fire in two cars that were near
motorcycle.It said forensics
teams were at the scene of the
blast and that more details
would be released on nature of
explosion, once investigations
were completed. Explosions
have been rare in oil-rich, pre-
dominantly Shiite Basra region
in recent years, particularly
since defeat of Sunni militant
Islamic State group in 2017.

“Daesh is trying to desta-
bilize security in Basra, but it
will not be successful,” Al-
Idani said after inspecting
damage from blast, using
Arabic acronym for Islamic
State group.
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Britain’s Foreign Office aban-
doned many of the nation’s

allies in Afghanistan and left
them to mercy of the Taliban
during the fall of capital, Kabul,
because of a dysfunctional and
arbitrary evacuation effort, a
whistleblower alleged Tuesday.

In devastating evidence to
a parliamentary committee,
Raphael Marshall said thou-
sands of pleas for help via
email were unread between
Aug. 21 and Aug. 25. The for-
mer Foreign Office employee
estimated that only 5% of
Afghan nationals who applied
to flee under one U.K. program
received help. He said that at
one point, he was only person
monitoring inbox.

“There were usually over
5,000 unread emails in  inbox
at any given moment, includ-
ing many unread emails dating
from early in August,” he wrote
to Foreign Affairs Select
Committee, which is investi-
gating Britain’s chaotic depar-
ture from Afghanistan. “These
emails were desperate and
urgent. I was struck by many
titles including phrases such as

‘please save my
children’.”Marshall said some of
those left behind had been
killed by Taliban. One of
Marshall’s most explosive alle-
gations is a claim that British
officials spent time and energy
arranging evacuation of almost
200 dogs and cats from a Kabul
animal shelter run by Nowzad,
a charity founded by former
Royal Marine Pen Farthing.

Marshall claimed Foreign
Office staff had “received an
instruction from Prime
Minister to use considerable
capacity to transport Nowzad’s
animals.” He claimed British
soldiers were put at risk to get
the animals out of Kabul.

Prime Minister Boris
Johnson’s spokesman, Max
Blain, said allegation was
“entirely untrue” and neither
Johnson nor his wife Carrie, an
animal-welfare advocate, had
been involved in helping  ani-
mals leave. 

!
��� +9%�7

The United Arab Emirates
on Tuesday announced to

change its existing five-day work-
week to a four-and-a-half day
starting January 1, becoming
world’s first country to make
employee-friendly transition as
part of its efforts to improve pro-
ductivity and work-life balance.

According to new schedule,
Monday to Thursday  work
timings would be from 7.30 am
to 3.30 pm, followed by a half day
on Friday from 7.30 am to 12.00
pm, said UAE Government
Media Office.

Saturdays and Sundays are
full-day holidays under new
rule. The government said:
“Longer weekends to boost pro-
ductivity and improve work-
life balance; starting from 1st of
January, 2022.” In line with
announcement, the government
said all Friday sermons and
prayers would be held after 1.15
pm henceforth. Further, employ-
ees would be offered flexible
working hours and work-from-
home options on Friday.The

government’s move is expected
to make it come closer to timings
of US,  UK and Europe, boost-
ing commerce. The new system
will first be implemented in all
federal government entities;
schools, colleges and private
institutions are expected to fol-
low suit. The Emirati govern-
ments of Dubai and Abu Dhabi
have already announced four-
and-a-half day workweek.

The UAE Government
Media Office said extended
weekend comes as part of efforts
to boost work-life balance and
enhance social wellbeing, while
increasing performance to
advance country’s economic
competitiveness.

From an economic per-
spective, the new working week
will better align Emirates with
global markets, reflecting coun-
try’s strategic status on global
economic map, the Khaleej
Times reported. It will ensure
smooth financial, trade and eco-
nomic transactions with coun-
tries that follow a
Saturday/Sunday weekend, facil-
itating stronger international
business links and opportunities
for thousands of UAE-based
and multinational companies,
the media office said.
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Indian-origin physician Anil
Menon, a lieutenant colonel

at the US Air Force, 
has been selected by NASA
along with nine others to be
astronauts for future missions,
the American space agency
has announced.

Menon, 45, was born and
raised in Minneapolis,
Minnesota, to Ukrainian and
Indian immigrants. 

He was SpaceX’s first flight
surgeon, helping to launch the
company’s first humans to
space during NASA’s SpaceX
Demo-2 mission and building

a medical organisation to sup-
port the human system during
future missions.

In a statement, NASA
announced that it has chosen
10 new astronaut candidates
from a field of more than
12,000 applicants to represent
the US and work for humani-
ty’s benefit in space.

NASA Administrator Bill
Nelson introduced the mem-
bers of the 2021 
astronaut class, the first new
class in four years, during a
Monday, December 6 event at
Ellington Field near NASA's
Johnson Space Center in
Houston.
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New Delhi: The Government
has taken various measures to
protect bona fide commercial
decisions of banks to alleviate
the fear of any unwarranted
hardships to officials or senior
executives taking key deci-
sions, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman said on
Tuesday in the Rajya Sabha.

These include amend-
ments to Prevention of
Corruption Act (PC Act), 1988,
requiring prior permission
before initiating investigation
against a public servant, setting
up of Advisory Board for
Banking and Financial Frauds
(ABBFF) for first level of exam-
ination of suspected frauds of
banks and financial institutions
in excess of �50 crore, finali-
sation of Consolidated Staff
Accountability Framework etc,
she said.

The Government, in con-
sultation with Central Vigilance
Commission, has recently
finalised a consolidated Staff
Accountability Framework for
non-performing assets (NPAs)
accounts up to �50 crore, other
than fraud cases, she said.

Public Sector Banks
(PSBs) have been advised to
suitably revise their respective
Staff Accountability Policy and
other relevant policies, as
required, within this frame-
work with approval of their
respective boards, she said.PTI 

New Delhi: The number of
�2,000 currency notes in cir-
culation has decreased to 223.3
crore pieces or 1.75 per cent of
total notes in circulation (NIC)
in November this year, com-
pared to 336.3 crore pieces in
March 2018.

Printing of banknotes of
particular denomination is
decided by the Government in
consultation with the Reserve
Bank to maintain desired
denomination mix for facili-
tating transactional demand
of public, said Pankaj
Chaudhary, Minister of State in
Finance Ministry, in a written

reply in the Rajya Sabha.
"As against 3,363 million

pieces (mpcs) of �2,000
denomination banknotes in
circulation on March 31, 2018
constituting 3.27 per cent and
37.26 per cent of NIC in terms
of volume and value respec-
tively; 2,233 mpcs were in cir-
culation on November 26,
2021, constituting 1.75 per
cent and 15.11 per cent of NIC
in terms of volume and value,
respectively," he said. PTI 

New Delhi: Sector regulator
TRAI on Tuesday directed tele-
com operators to "immediately"
enable port out SMS facility for
all mobile users requiring it, irre-
spective of value of their tariff
offer, vouchers, or plans.

The Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI) took
a strong note of telecom service
companies not providing out-
going SMS facility in certain
prepaid vouchers. 

TRAI said in the recent
past it has received complaints
from subscribers over their
inability to send SMS on short
code 1,900 specified for UPC
(Unique Porting Code) genera-
tion, for availing mobile number
portablity facility despite having
sufficient balance in their pre-
paid accounts. "Now therefore
the authority...Directs all access

service providers to enable, with
immediate effect, for all mobile
subscribers, both prepaid and
postpaid, requesting for a unique
porting code, the facility to
send SMS on short code 1900,
in order to exercise their right to
avail porting facility in accor-
dance with the
Telecommunication Mobile
Number Portability Regulations,
2009...Irrespective of the value of
the tariff offer/vouchers," TRAI
said in its direction.       

The regulator said that the
practice of non-provision of the
facility of sending MNP related
SMS in certain pre paid vouch-
ers/plans is a "contravention" of
the provisions of regulations
"as it takes away the consumers'
right, provided for in the regu-
lations to avail mobile number
portability (MNP) facility". PTI 

Mumbai: Market benchmarks
made an emphatic comeback
on Tuesday after a two-session
selloff, in tandem with a recov-
ery in global equities as worries
over the Omicron variant
receded.

According to experts,
world markets heaved a sigh of
relief after initial studies showed
that even though the Omicron
strain of COVID-19 is fast
spreading, it is largely milder
than the Delta variant. Bargain
hunting in metal and banking
stocks, coupled with a modest
recovery in the rupee, further
boosted domestic indices.
The 30-share BSE Sensex rallied
886.51 points or 1.56 per cent
to finish at 57,633.65. Similarly,
the broader NSE Nifty jumped
264.45 points or 1.56 per cent
to 17,176.70.

Tata Steel was the top
gainer in the Sensex pack,
advancing 3.63 per cent, fol-
lowed by Axis Bank, ICICI
Bank, Kotak Bank, SBI, Titan
and Bajaj Finance.

Asian Paints was the sole
laggard, dipping 0.22 per cent. 

\ "Domestic bourses staged
a recovery... Supported by
broad-based buying while
healthcare stocks lost ground.

Global markets traded  with
optimism on reports that the
Omicron strain may not be as
severe as expected. 

Mumbai: The rupee erased all
its intra-session gains to end on
a flat note at 75.44 against the
US dollar on Tuesday as
investors took note of rising
crude oil prices and sustained
foreign capital outflows.

However, a sharp rebound
in domestic equities improved
investor sentiment, helping in
restricting rupee slide.

At the interbank forex
market, the local unit opened
strong at 75.31 against the
greenback and witnessed an
intra-day high of 75.26 and a
low of 75.49 during the day's
trade.  It finally ended at 75.44
a dollar against the previous
close of 75.45 – up 1 paisa
against the greenback.

New Delhi: Gold prices rose by
�58 to �47,039 per 10 grams in
the national capital on Tuesday
in line with gains in the pre-
cious metal in global markets,
according to HDFC Securities.

In the previous trade, the
precious metal settled at
�46,981 per 10 gram.

Silver also jumped �175 to
�60,362 per kg from �60,187
per kg in the previous trade.

In the international market,
gold was trading with gains at
USD 1,781 per ounce and sil-
ver was flat at USD 22.42 per
ounce.        "Gold prices trad-
ed firm with spot gold prices at
COMEX trading up at USD
1,781 per ounce on Tuesday,"
according to HDFC Securities,
Senior Analyst (Commodities),
Tapan Patel. PTI 

New Delhi: FMCG majors
Nestle India, Parle, Dabur and
Britannia on Tuesday said the
PLI scheme in food processing
will go a long way in creating
large scale capacity, creating
great Indian brands in interna-
tional markets besides helping
farmers here in the country.

With the government
approving their applications for
the production linked incentive
(PLI) scheme in food processing,
the companies said it will also
play a key role in promoting job
creation. 

"The incentive will go a long
way in terms of creating large
scale capacities. It will help
companies, not only, to manu-

facture on a large scale, have bet-
ter machinery and plants, and
have good products in India, but
also be globally competitive and
create great Indian brands and
international markets," Parle
Agro Products Pvt Ltd Senior
Category Head Mayank Shah
told PTI.

Welcoming the govern-
ment's step, he said the scheme
will also help in terms of
"shoring up of volumes for com-
panies and better competitive-
ness in global markets", besides
helping in job creation.

Expressing similar views,
Dabur India Ltd CEO Mohit
Malhotra said, "The PLI scheme
has been crafted to promote

domestic manufacturing and
would lead to creation of large-
scale manufacturing capacity
besides promoting job creation
in a critical sector like food pro-
cessing." Likewise, a Britannia
Industries spokesperson said,
"We firmly believe that this ini-
tiative would kick start in a big
way, investments and employ-
ment generation in the country."

Thanking the government
for approval of its PLI scheme
application for processed fruits
and vegetables, Nestlé India
said it has "always believed that
the PLI scheme for the food pro-
cessing sector will help farmers
and the food processing indus-
tries". PTI 

New Delhi: The 14th edition
the International Fire &
Security Exhibition and
Conference (IFSEC) India
Expo, South Asia’s largest secu-
rity, civil protection and fire
safety show by Informa
Markets in India, is being
organised at Pragati Maidan
Hall number 5, New Delhi,
from December 9 to December
11.

New Delhi: Microsoft on
Tuesday launched a cybersecu-
rity skilling programme that
aims to skill over one lakh
learners by 2022 as part of
efforts to address the skills gap
and empower India's workforce
for a career in digital security.

The programme is designed
to give learners hands-on expe-
rience in the fundamentals of
security, compliance, and iden-
tity, a statement said. PTI
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London: Instagram on Tuesday
launched a feature that urges
teenagers to take breaks from
the photo-sharing platform
and announced other tools
aimed at protecting young
users from harmful content on
the Facebook-owned service.

The previously announced
“Take A Break" feature encour-
ages teens to stop scrolling if
they have been on the social
media platform for a while,
Instagram head Adam Mosseri
said in a blog post. It rolled out
to the U.S., United Kingdom,
Ireland, Canada, New Zealand
and Australia on Tuesday and
would reach the rest of the
world early next year, he 
said. AP
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Overall the exam was doable,
not very tough but lengthy
when compared to the previ-

ous years. LR was a little time con-
suming and lengthy. DI was easy and
not too calculation intensive. It was
noticed that a data interpretation set
was similar to a DI set of CAT 2019.
VARC was more fact based which
was easy to solve. However, the
length of the passages was a chal-
lenge. Overall it had 35 questions
with 16 questions from RC and 19
questions from verbal ability.
Arithmetic rules the roast in the
quantitative ability section as expect-
ed. The questions were lengthy and
time consuming but not difficult. The
first few sentences of the questions
were just meant to eat up the student’s
time, hence one had to scout out the
right amount of information from the
question and solve it as quickly as
possible. The GK section was more
on the current affairs side including
questions related to sports personal-
ities and their professions. 

Exam tested students on speed,
logic and analytical skills, a sincere
student with well-rounded prepara-
tion of concepts and a good practice
of mocks would make their way to
the IIFT.

It was an exam with no twist.
Well prepared students should be
able to outperform. Logical reason-
ing section was a little difficult and
time consuming, we saw the changes
in reading comprehension passages
with dominance of fact-based ques-
tions. However, ones with the habit
of reading a lot of books and essays
have nailed it.

Negative marking existed for the
multiple-choice questions. In VARC,
DILR, and QA sections, for each cor-
rect response, +3 is rewarded and for
each incorrect, -1 is deducted.

In the GA section for every cor-

rect response, +1.5 is awarded and
for every incorrect, -0.5 is deducted.

The exam was not very difficult,
it was manageable provided your
concepts were clear.

Feedback from some of the stu-
dents

“The paper was overall moder-
ate to difficult. The verbal section
was lengthy but comparatively eas-
ier than last year. What was sur-
prising was to see no data interpre-
tation questions to be calculation
intensive like the previous years,
however, logical reasoning took up
a lot more time than I had initially
planned.” – Jayant

“The paper was very structured
but lengthy and time crunching.
VARC was time consuming with
concerns with the fact-based ques-
tions in all Reading comprehensions
not many inference questions. DI
was pretty easy and had glimpses of
old cat papers. Overall in the
paper,selection was the key so now
let’s hope for the best.” – Aakrosh 

Sectional Analysis
Overall Difficulty: Moderate

to Difficult
VARC 35 Questions: Reading

comprehension was dominated in
the verbal section. There were 2 pas-
sages with 5 questions each and 2

passages with 3 questions each.
Verbal ability was overall easy.
Summary of Questions
Reading Comprehension 16

questions
Verbal Ability 19 questions
Ideal attempts in VARC

Section: 11-13 questions
DILR: 30 questions
LR/DI was easy to moderate,

lengthy and time consuming. Here
the success mantra was the set selec-
tion as a few sets were the toughest
and time consuming, so the students
should first wrap up the easy ones
and grab a good base and then move
to the trickier ones. Also, as men-

tioned by one of our students, prac-
ticing for CAT gave him a little extra
boost for IIFT.

Summary of Questions
Ideal attempts in DILR Section:

16-19 questions
Quants 25 Questions:
Quants were the easiest out of

the three sections with direct formula
application and concept based ques-
tions dominated by arithmetic and
little geometry and algebra. There
was no need for having a lot of short-
cuts and tricks, your solving speed
and your temperament to under-
stand what the question is asking was
the main focus. Arithmetic domi-
nated the paper then algebra and
numbers, geometry saw a lesser.

General awareness 20
Questions:

General awareness was fairly
easy with more current affairs ques-
tions than static GK questions. The
section was well structured and
diverse to cover a wide variety.

Summary of Questions
Ideal attempts 45+ with 90 per

cent accuracy can be expected to get
a call for IIFT.

Overall a happy day for students
who know their basics and have
preached their books with building
conceptual clarity and like Rahul Sir
always says “Success comes to those
who work for it. Keep working hard
and you will see the results !”

For an in-depth analysis on
each section, overall cut-off, which
colleges to apply and how to gear up
ahead stay tuned to the CATKing
Youtube Channel.

Now let the karma play its role,
party tonight and come back with a
bang for the series of exams lined up
ahead, one day one exam can never
give an idea about one’s aptitude nor
decide your career path. 
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The Indian pharmaceutical industry
enjoys a prominent position in the
global pharmaceutical market with
the industry being the largest provider
of generic drugs globally. However,

the sad part of the story is that despite the strong
growth and immense opportunities for the
future, gender diversity has always been a big
concern for the industry. 

The percentage of women executive direc-
tors in the pharmaceutical industry is only 7.69
per cent. However, with studies pointing to the
benefits of women in leadership roles and a
greater push towards gender equality, things are
taking a turn with a new crop of women busi-
ness leaders emerging at the top. 

The scenario so far
Traditionally, workplaces dominated by

men have not been accommodating to women.
Whether it is related to child care in the work-
place, the flexibility of working hours or safe-
ty, women were not encouraged,supported or
made to feel that they are equally capable of han-
dling the tasks as handled by men. 

Also, organisations pay little attention to
helping women adjust to motherhood. The
majority of women have to give up their work
after childbirth owing to the lack of support and
policies to help them resume their careers after
childbirth. 

However, with the latest guidelines by
SEBI on board representation along with an
increasing number of women inspired to make
a difference, things are slowly changing. 

Organisations nowadays are making con-
scious efforts to highlight their women leaders
on platforms like media, conferences, business
meetings etc. providing room for their growth.

Such initiatives act as a strong communication
point in encouraging future generations.

Women who have broken the barriers and
redefined the pharmaceutical sector with
their contributions:

Zahabiya Khorakiwala —Managing
Director, Wockhardt Hospitals

ZahabiyaKhorakiwala has played a major
role in making Wockhardt Hospitals a 250 crore
business. She entered the business in 2010 as a
director, soon after she completed her post grad-
uation. Like most mothers, she also had to deal
with the challenges of balancing work and per-
sonal life but that didn't stop her from learning
the nitty-gritty of running the business and
remoulding it from providing tertiary health-
care to giving quaternary healthcare. 

Zahabiya has plans of capitalising on the
opportunity that high healthcare costs in India
coupled with low bed count offers and aims to
open more specialty hospitals across the coun-
try.

Dr V Shanta — Oncologist and
Chairperson, Adyar Cancer Institute

Awarded with the Magsaysay Award win-
ner, Padma Shri, Padma Bhushan and Padma
Vibhushan, she is the co-founder and chair-
person of Chennai’s state-of-the-art Adyar
Cancer Institute. In an age when specialised
medical care has become commercialised, she
strives to make sure that the Institute remains
true to its ethos, ‘service to all’.  Even at the age
of 91, Dr Shanta is still devoted to changing the
scene for cancer treatment in the country that
serves as an inspiration to young physicians and
doctors.

Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw—Founder and
Chairperson, Biocon Limited

Regarded as one of the most influential and
top women entrepreneurs in India, she is the
founder of India’s largest pharmaceutical firm
— Biocon. Established in 1978, the company has
today emerged as India’s largest biotech giant and
Asia’s biggest producer of insulin. 

Owing to her relentless efforts to develop,
manufacture and supply life-saving biophar-
maceuticals at price points that are affordable
and accessible to the masses, she has also been
honoured with the Padma Shri and the Padma
Bhushan award.

Samina Vaziralli — Executive 
Director, Cipla

Samina Vaziralli is the granddaughter of
founder Dr K A Hamied and she is credited with
growing the consumers business of the 75-year-
old pharmaceutical company. 

As the mother of 2 children, she needs no
telling of the struggles women have to face to
maintain a work-life balance. In the quest to help
women manage both their personal and pro-
fessional demands, she brought vast changes in
the way women are taken care of in her organ-
isation. Up to fifty per cent of the Management
Council in Cipla is constituted by women. 

There is no reason to believe that the phar-
maceutical industry is not suitable for women.
Today, there is an increasing number of women
making their mark in the industry and break-
ing the stereotypes. In order to bridge the gen-
der gap in the pharmaceutical industry, organ-
isations need to actively create a culture that
actively advocates diversity and inclusion. 

A few organisations have already stepped up
and there will come a time when women will
have equal representation in the workforce in
the pharmaceutical sector.
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Great Learning, a part of BYJU’s group and
one of the Edtech companies for higher and

professional education, has flagged off a Post
Graduate Programme in Software Development
and Engineering. This 6-month programme
designed by industry experts and Great
Learning mentors will enable freshers, gradu-
ates and early career professionals to obtain in-
demand software development skills. Dedicated
placement assistance will be provided to help
them get placed in top IT companies. 

According to a recent NASSCOM report,

3,40,000 is the present demand-supply gap for
tech talent in India. This programme aims to
bridge the gap and enable freshers and early
career professionals with knowledge and skills
to become ready for roles like JavaScript
Developer, Back-end Developer, Full Stack
Engineer, Python Developer and Front-end
Engineer, which are amongst the top 15
emerging jobs in India based on a recent study
by LinkedIn. The programme will provide ded-
icated placement assistance with recruitment
processes from leading technology companies
and also career support in the form of mock
interviews with industry experts, resume guid-

ance and dedicated placement drives. Great
Learning works with 1200+ leading companies,
and conduct over 20,000+ interviews per
month among its learner base. Some of the mar-
quee companies that hire for technology tal-
ent from Great Learning include Capgemini,
Dell, Amazon, Flipkart, Nvidia, HCL, Uber,
Intel, KPMG, Cognizant, Deloitte and more. 

Hari Krishnan Nair, Co-founder, Great
Learning says, “Companies today are investing
heavily to create products and services that pro-
vide value in the digital economy. The demand
for qualified professionals with expertise is on
the surge.
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The University of
Strathclyde, Glasgow  is

inviting applications for its
MSc Advanced Pharmacology
course starting in September
2022.

The Masters in Advanced
Pharmacology will provide you
with a comprehensive three-
part postgraduate life sciences
training. 

The programme has a spe-
cial focus on how drugs and
other chemicals affect the body
in health and disease. You'll
explore the development of
new and improved medicines
and the treatment of disease.

Duration- 1 year
Eligibility- Minimum sec-

ond-class Honours degree, or
overseas equivalent, in a bio-
logical or chemical discipline.
English language minimum
score of IELTS 6.0 (with no
component below 5.5)

Fee- £22,400 for interna-
tional students for 2022/23 
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World University of Design
invites online applica-

t i o n s
from candidates for admis-

sion to its undergraduate and
postgraduate programmes
across all disciplines being
offered at the university for the
year 2022. WUD DAT 2022,
the design aptitude based
entrance exam is scheduled
on Saturday, February 5th,
2022. 

Admissions are open for
nearly 30 programmes offered
across Fashion, Product,
Interior, Transportation,
Graphic Communication,
Animation, Film & Video,
Visual Arts, Performing Arts,
Architecture and Management.

Apply: www.wud.ac.in 
Candidates would be

required to register, verify their
email IDs and fill the form.
They can use the unique WUD
Query Management System
(WUD-QMS) for getting their
queries promptly and effi-
ciently responded.
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Social media is the fifth pillar
of democracy and shouldn’t be

taken lightly in any means. Many
people in past have ignored the
power of social media and the
heinous crimes that are on a con-
stant upward slope, and have
faced repercussions for the same.

Terms like hacking and cyber
fraud were relatively new to our
dictionary, but their growth is
phenomenal. Earlier most of the
breaches would happen over the
telephone but now the intensity
of the crimes have been taken to
the next level. 

Cyber frauds have found
new and convenient ways of get-
ting into your private system, and
the internet of things is only
making it easier at every stage,
any electronic device connected
to the internet can be easily
tapped and hacked. 

In recent years, hackers eas-
ily breach into your mobile
phones and turn on your camera
without your knowledge, it can
happen because of a lack of
strong passwords and security
settings. The hackers can further
breach your personal informa-
tion on the web or use it as a
means to blackmail and fetch
money from you. Such incidents
have increased during the
COVID-19 pandemic due to the
financial crunch in the overall
economies. 

Hackers have easily found
their way into people’s private
conversations, and have been
bale to use it against them. But,

that’s only because we as users
aren’t aware enough. 

The best way to stay pro-
tected is to change your pass-
words after a designated interval
and always use a lengthy combi-
nation of upper and lower case
characters, numbers and special
characters. We should also equip
ourselves with protection such as
web camera covers, and privacy
settings that bring into our
knowledge if some unusual activ-
ities are occurring in our systems. 

To be safe on social media
should be everyone’s topmost
priority, especially now when
everything starting from our
addresses to our phone numbers
are readily available, and can put
our and our loved ones life in
danger. Never give into the black-
mailing but fight back with the
right attitude, that’s what will put
the cybercriminals in the right
place
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The SRM NCC Naval Troop
was inaugurated at SRM

Institute of Science and
Technology (SRMIST),
Kattankulathur as part of the
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsava
observed nationwide to com-
memorate the 75th Year of
Independence and Navy Day. 

Organised by NCC Dte
(TN P & AN) in association
with SRMIST. The inaugura-

tion was done by Group
Commander Gp Capt T
Arunachalam in the presence

of Officer Commanding Lt
Cdr Lalith Kumar CR,
SRMIST’s Vice Chancellor Dr

C Muthamizhchelvan, and
Registrar Dr S Ponnusamy. 

As part of the National
Navy Day celebration a Boat
Pulling Regatta for the 4 (TN)
Naval Tech Unit NCC was
held. About seven teams took
part in this contest which was
flagged off by Gp Capt T
Arunachalam. 

This was part of the
nationwide event that is being
held in 75 locations in the
country.
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Sommet Education, world
leaders in hospitality and

culinary education, which
owns globally renowned insti-
tutes including Les Roches,
École Ducasse and Glion
Institute of Higher Education,
recently entered into a strate-
gic partnership with Indian
School of Hospitality (ISH),
founded by hospitality veteran
Dilip Puri. 

The partners aim at offer-
ing a global standard of edu-
cation to a larger number of
hospitality and culinary arts
aspirants in the years to come,
in India and the neighbouring
countries. 

Through this partnership,
worldwide education refer-
ence in culinary and pastry arts

École Ducasse has now its
first campus in India at ISH,
and Les Roches, one of the
world’s leading hospitality busi-
ness schools, enters in an aca-
demic alliance with ISH for its
undergraduate and postgrad-
uate hospitality management
programmes. 

At an event in Delhi NCR
to celebrate the partnership,
Benoît-Etienne Domenget,
CEO, Sommet Education and
Dilip Puri, Founder & CEO,
Indian School of Hospitality
announced their future devel-
opment plans for India. 

The first step of this plan
is to expand the current ISH
Gurugram campus, which will
feature an additional 25,000 sq.
ft of classrooms, training
kitchens, and student experi-
ence areas. 
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When a firm or company wants
to take a loan, someone at the
bank that has been approached

will examine whether lending money to
that party is safe. This professional,
called a credit analyst, needs to figure out
if the lender will be able recover its
money. Credit analysis exposes you to
diverse industries and organizations,
which could include large corporates,
small and medium enterprises, part-
nership or proprietorship firms, as well
as other banks. 

JOB PROFILE
Credit analysts work in the lending and
credit departments of commercial banks,
credit card companies and other finan-
cial firms. They are responsible for eval-
uating the creditworthiness of new
credit applicants and monitoring the
ongoing financial performances of exist-
ing credit customers. They use a vari-
ety of analytical techniques to evaluate
the risk associated with lending money
or extending credit to applicants.
Analysts typically assess credit reports,
payment histories, financial statements
and job histories. When evaluating a
business, analysts may also study its
operations and the industry and local
market in which it operates to make
determinations about its ongoing com-
petitive outlook. Credit risk analysts gen-
erally produce reports and recommen-
dations based on their analytical work.
They are also responsible for making the
final decision whether to approve or
deny credit applicants.

CAREER PATH
They start working in junior analytical
positions after earning associate or
bachelor’s degrees in accounting, finance
or a related business field with a quan-
titative focus. Some positions deal with
consumer credit evaluation and may be
open to candidates who have associate
degrees and relevant experience.
Positions that focus on business credit
evaluation often demand greater knowl-
edge.

Top-performing analysts can rise
into financial management positions
overseeing analytical departments, mak-
ing final credit decisions and monitor-
ing departmental performance.

QUALIFICATION
Need a bachelor’s degree in finance,
accounting or another related field. A

bachelor’s degree in finance or account-
ing exposes you to subjects like basic
accounting and finance, statistics, ratio
analysis, calculus, economics, industry
assessment and financial statement
analysis. Subjects like industry and
ratio analysis are necessary because part
of assessing the risk for a company
includes assessing its environment.
Candidates also do the post graduate
diploma in banking and finance. 

SKILLS
A commercial credit analyst must have
accounting skills since he spends time
running calculations for corporate finan-
cial statements and tax returns. His
knowledge of spreadsheet allows him to
create reports to compare with data from
previous years. He prepares a narrative
report and recommendations based on
the analysis of the data. He needs writ-
ten and oral communication skills to
present his findings. 

REMUNERATION
Theseanalysts can work in a variety of
fields. Many work for lending institu-
tions like banks or insurance companies.
There is great demand in investment,
working for an asset manager or private
equity firm. The plethora of opportu-
nities is reflected in the salary. The annu-
al salary ranges between �5 lakh-�8 lakh
and depends on experience, industry
and location.
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The University of Sheffield,
UK invites applications
for its 75 International

Undergraduate Merit
Scholarships in 2022. The schol-
arships are competitive awards
worth 50% of the tuition fee for
an undergraduate degree pro-
gramme starting in autumn 2022.
The scholarship is available for
new international students who
meet the eligibility criteria.

You must hold an offer to
study at the University of
Sheffield before you apply for this
scholarship.

Eligibility: Your programme
must be scheduled to commence
at the University of Sheffield in
autumn 2022.

You must receive an offer for
a course studied in full at the
University of Sheffield. All under-
graduate degree courses are eli-
gible with the exceptions of
Medicine (A100/A101) and
Dentistry (A200). For tuition
fee purposes you must be self-
funded and eligible to pay the
overseas tuition fee.

You must not be a sponsored
student. You must enter a degree
programme at the University of
Sheffield in programme year 1 or
year 2.

For further terms and con-
ditions please visit -
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/inter-
national/fees-and-funding/schol-
arships/undergraduate/interna-
tional-undergraduate.

Application deadline: The
deadline for scholarship appli-
cations is 13:00 (UK time) on
Monday April 25, 2022.

Application are invited from
highly skilled students to manage
their finances for a postgraduate
degree by applying for this
Future Leaders International
Scholarships at the National
College of Ireland. 

The scholars will get a dis-
count of 50% on tuition fees for
the academic year 2022/2023.

Eligibility: To be eligible, the
applicants must have an under-
graduate degree an excellent aca-
demic record.

Supporting documents:
Candidates are requested to sub-
mit all the following documents:

Copy of your academic tran-
scripts and certificates, both in
original form and translated to
English by a recognised transla-
tor; Copy of English language test
results; Copy of passport; Copy
of CV/resume

Admission requirements:
Entry requirements vary depend-
ing on the course and are detailed
in our international brochure
and individual course pages.

Language requirement:
IELTS English language require-
ments are listed next to each
course in our brochure or avail-
able on our English language
requirements page.

How to apply: Fill the schol-
arship form provided by the col-
lege and mail the completed
form to admissions@ncirl.ie

Application deadline: It is
April 30, 2022.

The Institute of Chartered
Accountants of India (ICAI)
announced exam dates of CA

Foundation, CA Intermediate
(IPC) and CA Final courses for
December 2021 phases. The exam-
inations of all three course levels
will be held between December 6-
20, 2021.

The most challenging part is to
prepare and then to clear the CA
exam. You should start streamlin-
ing aims at the initial stages of
preparation/studies. There are so
many questions in an aspirant's
mind — what actually you want to
be, what is in your mind, how to
prepare, from where the guidance
needs to be taken, how to crack CA
exam in first attempt and so on. 

You should draw a clear-cut
time agenda, be well-versed with
the concepts and decide if you will
be more comfortable to self-study
or choose coaching for preparation.
Also, there are certain tricks which
the candidates learn over the peri-
od of time and can use it on the day
when they appear for exam. 

Keep on reading: Developing
a habit of reading at the early stage
leads you towards cracking
required entrance exam. Primarily
newspapers, motivational or story
books, fiction or non-fiction nov-
els, e-papers etc always benefit you
by increasing your knowledge, rea-
soning and comprehensive abilities.
Try to learn something new every
day and these small efforts would
surely bring big fortunes in future.

Update yourself as per syl-
labus: Before preparing for any
competitive exam, you should
know the syllabus and that is the
first step of preparation. This will
help you to prepare for those sub-
jects, topics and sub topics which
are required to be covered. It will
help you to save your time which
you would have wasted on study-
ing and preparing redundant part.
You must know the syllabus of the
exam you are preparing thor-
oughly. You can print multiple
copies of syllabus, topic wise or
chapter wise and try to grab the
same by heart. 

Learning source: Arranging
right study material is the second
step, the type of questions that can
be asked and the questions for
which you must prepare, you need
the study material. The study mate-
rial should consist of books which
have the necessary content. Know
the importance of a particular
topic. Clear your concepts from one
book rather reading too many
books or study material, our idea
is to clear fundamentals and its
implementation to the fullest. 

Give much time to studies: All
competitive exams need time for
the preparation, although it
depends on exam to exam but an
early start is the key to success.
Improve your quality of time for the
reading, not just the number of
hours. Clear your concepts repeat-
edly, underline important points
and try to write on the paper.

Planning: Basis all inputs that
you have received to clear you
dream exam, design your own
strategy to prepare, dedicate time
to everything, write your own
notes, it  will help you for the revi-
sion and finally at the exam time.
Keep cross checking your prepa-
ration with the syllabus and time
available with you.

Exam pattern: Irrespective of
the exam culture, you must solve
the previous papers and mock test
to get the exam feel and under-
standing. Keep the terms and con-
ditions as similar as real test while
appearing for the exam. Also, you
need to identify your strong sec-
tions and weak points. Attempt
what you know is right. Attempt
your strong section first and then
move to other sections according-
ly, if there is section cut-off, you
have to attempt best possible
options in every section.

Preparation environment:
Preparing in a right atmosphere is
also very important to prepare for
entrance exams such that there
should not be any mental distur-
bance. If you have good environ-
ment around you, you will be able
to prepare better, faster and more
easily for the exam. Avoid any dis-
traction like unwanted noise
around your study area.

Belief: While preparing for the
exam you may feel like giving up
or you are not the right candidate
for this exam. It is very important
for you to have high level of self-

confidence to crack competitive
exams. You need to convince your-
self that it’s your dream and you
have to be fully prepared to clear
the exam. 

To bring in sufficient self-con-
fidence and strengthen your inten-
tions, you can read motivational
books and inspirational material.
Share your feelings with your men-
tors and parents.

Be healthy: Students general-
ly ignore their physical and men-
tal health while preparing for the
exams. Due to which they may
experience physical weakness or
mental exhaustion. They must
understand that if their body does
not have sufficient energy then they
will not be able to pay required
attention to their studies. It is
important to have a good diet, suf-
ficient water and sound sleep. 

Short breaks: Studying for
long hours and short of sleep may
overload your brain and you can
start feeling bored or uninterested.
To relax your mind, it is important
to take short but regular breaks
while you are studying. Feeling
tired and laziness are again the sig-
nals that you need a break. You
should try simple activities - listen
to some music, take a few minutes'
walk or watch a 5-10 minutes
inspirational or funny video. These
things will surely help you to
refresh your mind and re-energize
your body.
���	������	��	�	�!<��	��	������*��������%

!	�&�	�"�	(��

2
����)������������	�����
��������������������79
7�������	���9��1�������	�

��������)��������"79#��	�	����
���������	���������������	��
.%����	�������2��	�������
�����������������������	������
�����������������	����	������

/	��	��)	����%�
�9��1��������
2����������������

	��	���������	�������(�	����
4�������	��	������������
/������������	������(�������	
������	��� 	���)�����6	�

@���������	������������
�	������

2
����7����
7���������	�
2����	�	��

4��������������
������������������
	���������(���	�
	����������(�����
����	�������	�

��	������	����
�	������,
���������	��
�	���������
��������	��
��
��������	��
���(���	�
��������	���	������

2����	��
���(���	��  8������
�������5�R���<A�BN
���������������&�&�
8������������������
����	���������	��
���	��������������
���B<&� 2

����2���������7��������
	��.�������
3�����	��"27.3#���

�	���������2�����)����
3>�����	���	�
*/�2;7 .;%%�����0.
�&����<���������	�
+����(���5R���&�5��

2�������������(���	��
������������	���	���L�5&
�����S��������������
�����		����	���������������
������	�����	��

�������1������	��
�����(����������1���

"����	�5&&N�	�
*/�2;7 .;%%�;0.��&���
�&�<������		�;	�����
�	�����#������(��1��(��
�	����������������

����������������
����	����	��5&N�	�������	��
�	��������������(��1��(��
�	����	�����	����	��������
�����	������(������
+����(���S�5R���&�5�

2	���������E
�		
������	����������
	��������������	��
������
����
�
��������

2���27.3 �����	��
���	��������������������	��
��	�������������	���
����������	1���������	�
�	��	�����������2�7�.�3�
�	���	�����������������	�
��	������	��	�����	�
���	�������������1��
���������>�����
�����
4�23��*�2��4.�2��4-3�
%�
� 8�����	������	��
������1���>���

2	�
�	���	����	����E
�		
������	����������
	�������������
�


7�������
��	������	������	����	�����		�����
���������	������

�	������(������	��
��1	�1��������������
��,�
�������������1��
(��	���������1�������		��
����	������������(�
��	
�����		����%�����
�	������������1����	
���������������1	�1�����	��
	����������)��1��
����������E

�.	��������������
���������	��������������
(�
��	������������		��E
81���5D��	��������	����
��������	���	����	����
����������������������
���		�����	�����������
�����������������	��
�	����	������������
�������2������1�����
���������������S�N�	�����
7����������������
���������	�����������
���������(�
��	����		���
�����	��������	��	�

��	���	����2����������

������	�����������	����	�
�������������������(���
�����		������
��	��	���������������
(	��������������1�����
�	�����

� ����������	��
��1	�1��������������������,�
������	���1��������		��
��	���E�����	�����"BRN#
	�����������������������
�����������	�����1	�1��
���������������	����������
1����	��(��
�
7���������������5N�	�����
����������	��������	
�����1��������
�����������	�������
��������1�����������
�	�����������	�
����������������8�����
�����������	�������1�
���	�������������(�
��1���������������������
�		����	����	�������
���������

2������1�����	
�	��	(	��������������(�
��1����������S&N�	�

�������
�	��(	���	�����
������������	����
?�������	����	1���ASN�	�
����������
��������	�
�����	���������������		����

� ���	������	��
��
�	��������E� ��������
�	���������>���������	
�������������������������
����1������������
������	����������
��	����BRN�	����������
�����1��������������������
��	�����1�����������	�
���	�������	��������������
�	������������		������	���
���	�������������
����	���������������
������������(����	�������
���������	��������������
�������	�(�����������
��������	�����������	��
K�����	����8�������������
����	������������������
	��������	���	��	��
����	������	�K���������
������	������	������
������������������������
�����������,����������

	
 �3��"������"��!��������

��
�� ����
��	�
	�������������

�������
����
�	�������C������ ���	!����
	���

+*D���!����
	�	
�������!����	���
����������	����!��
����	��	�!���������������!��

��:&��;

����#���	6�
	����
���
�	���	���
�
�6	�����	2�#
�4�
����	#��

�
���	���	#��

��	���
�	6������
��
��	�


������
�����7	%�

���<	#��
	2���"
��	��	�2��
����	��
��=�	���
�	���

�����
	�
��=�
0����	#��	�
�
����#���

2
����!��	���7���������	�
2����	�	��������� �����
-�����������	��(	�����

�����	�����7�����������1�
���	���������	�������	�����
	����	�����	�	������(������
�	���1��	���		����
����
�����������������������������

������������
K������������
��1	����
�	�	��	�
��
����		�
����������

����	���	�
����������������

���������������(��+�
2������
���'���.	���-	�

��������� �	����	��
+���������	��%�	�����	�	���
!72������� ��������1�
��(����������������������

��������	����������1�����
'	�����	��3��	����?		�

�����������2����	�	���
!�	�����	�	�������

������������	���������������
�������	�������	��������(�
������1��	�������	������������
�		���������������������	������
�������������������������
(�	�	�������	����������������
������	��������������1���
(�	�	���������	�����������
��	��������	����
������
��	�������������

+��-	����E�O2����������
���������������	���	�
��	����������	���	1���
�����������(�������	���
���
������������	����	�����
��	�����	������(����1��	���
�	�����������	�����
�	�������	�����������������
�����������������������
�������	(�����	��������	�
��
������������	����1�����		�
��	���������	�������	��P

���	�������1���������
�>����
��*�������
���	�������������

�����(�����������
��������(��������

1������������������1�
����(���������

�>����������(���	�
��	�����������

�	���������
�)07)0�$�/-��

�������� 2��	3�



�����	���	���������	��	��#����	�����	��	��(	����	������

���
��	5��������� ���)� �!���!�" )�!���#����$%�&'&(

!
��� !36�+3/07

This year’s I-League season
will kick off on December

26 in Kolkata with a match
between TRAU FC of Manipur
and All India Football
Federation’s developmental side
Indian Arrows.

The matches will be
played across three venues --
Mohun Bagan Ground in
Kolkata, Kalyani Stadium and
Naihati Stadium.

With three new entrants -
- Sreenidi Deccan FC of
Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan
United FC and Kenkre FC of
Kolhapur -- this season, the
number of teams has increased
to 13. 

All of them, along with the
referees, officials and volun-
teers, will be housed inside bio-

secured bubbles in four differ-
ent hotels across Kolkata.

“The AIFF has been a pio-
neer in Indian sporting ecosys-
tem in hosting sporting events
from inside bio-bubbles, and
we are happy to continue pro-
viding a safe heaven for play-
ers, referees, and everyone else

involved in running the league,”
said AIFF Leagues CEO
Sunando Dhar in a release.

“We need to thank all our
partners, because the logistical
and financial effort to house 13
teams in a bio-bubble for an
entire season would not have
been possible without their

help.”
Rajasthan United FC and

Kenkre FC have made their
way to the I-League by virtue
of finishing first and second in
the Qualifiers.

As per the tournament for-
mat, all the teams will play
against each other once in a
round-robin format in Phase 1,
before being split into two
groups in Phase 2 of the league.
The top seven teams will make
up Group A and the bottom six
will make up Group B.

Once the divisions are
made after the end of Phase I,
the teams of each group will
play against each another in a
single leg round-robin format.
While the teams in Group A
will play to determine the
champions, those in Group B
will be in a relegation battle. 
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Offspinner Sajid Khan
claimed a career-best 6-35

as Pakistan reduced Bangladesh
to 76-7 and produced a glim-
mer of hope of forcing a result
in the second and final test on
Tuesday. 

After day three was washed
out, Pakistan resumed the
fourth day from 188-2 and
declared at 300-4 after lunch.
Then spinners Sajid and
Nauman Ali got to work until
stumps was called an hour
early because of bad light.
Bangladesh trailed by 224 runs
and still needed 25 runs to
avoid the follow-on at the end
of a dramatic day.

“After the declaration, our
target was to give us the best
chance to win the game and
attack relentlessly and that’s
what we did,” Sajid said.

“Fortunately, there was turn
and bounce aplenty. We two
spinners bowled in partnership.
We will try to get the three
wickets tomorrow and force
them to bat again and win the
game.” Bangladesh’s last hope to
avoid the follow-on was Shakib
Al Hasan on 23. Taijul Islam
was with him, the tailender yet
to score after facing 10 balls.

With the light insufficient
to allow any more than just the
one over from fast bowler
Shaheen Shah Afridi, Sajid and
Nauman bowled relentlessly in
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Out of favour India all-
rounder Hardik Pandya has

decided to skip Vijay Hazare
Trophy (National One Dayers)
starting across the country from
Wednesday as he is undergoing
an extensive rehabilitation pro-
gramme in order to regain his
bowling fitness.

“The Baroda Cricket
Association (BCA) had sent an
e-mail to Hardik enquiring
about his availability for the
Vijay Hazare Trophy. He has
rarely played for Baroda in last
three years. However he gave a
one-line reply that he is current-
ly doing rehab in Mumbai,” a
senior official privy to develop-
ments in BCA told PTI on
conditions of anonymity.

Asked what is the
injury he is
carrying at
the moment,
the official said: “Even
the BCA doesn’t know. It
is understood that he is
trying to do some
strength and condi-
tioning module for
his back which is
no longer in best of
shape post surgery
in 2019,” the source

revealed. 
The official informed that

Hardik’s elder brother Krunal
had joined Baroda’s pre-Hazare
camp for a week after he was
instructed by the state board that
attending the camp is mandato-
ry for being part of the final
squad.

“BCA told Krunal that he
can’t just land up during tourna-
ments and he has to be a part of
the camp. Then he came and
trained with the team for a
week,” the source said.

If Hardik doesn’t play the
domestic tourna-
ments, he will
not be consid-
ered for a come-

back in the Indian
side for the white

ball tourna-
ments. “The

c u r r e n t
n a t i o n a l
s e l e c t i o n

committee
has told all the
players that all
those who are

not in the India squad
should go back and
play domestic crick-
et — Hazare and
Ranji Trophy,” the

source added.
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Indian fringe players would
get one last chance to

impress ahead of the IPL Mega
Auction in the Vijay Hazare Trophy

one-day cricket tournament
beginning on Wednesday.

The auction is slated for
January and a stand

out performance
in the 50-over

e v e n t
could
lead
to a

hefty pay package with an IPL franchise.
The likes of Harshal Patel, Rahul

Chahar, Deepak Chahar, who were not
retained by their respective franchises in
the IPL, would look to make it count when
they represent their respective states in the
domestic onedayers.

The IPL has seen a number of young-
sters making it big overnight as it also has
served a big platform to represent the
country and it would be no different this
time around.

In the opening day’s action, defend-
ing champions Mumbai will take on
Tamil Nadu who would be riding high on
the confidence of winning Syed Mushtaq

Ali Trophy recently. All-rounder
Shams Mulani will lead
Mumbai in their Elite Group B
campaign in Trivandrum.
Mulani had also captained the
team when they had toured
Oman and in absence of senior
players, who are on national
duty. The team will have formi-
dable left-handed opener
Yashasvi Jaiswal along with

Arman Jaffer, crisis man
Siddhesh Lad and all-rounder
Shivam Dube to bank upon,
while the bowling attack will be
led by experienced Dhawal
Kulkarni.

The Tamil Nadu side would
be bolstered by the inclusion of
Dinesh Karthik and
Washington Sundar as they
would look to make amend of

their show last season when
they failed to make the last-
eight. Bengal will be boosted by
the inclusion of senior batsman
Anustup Majumdar who will
give stability to their side as they
open their campaign against
Baroda who capped a poor
show in the Syed Mushtaq Ali
Trophy winning just one match
out of five.
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O
ne particular contest
between bat and ball
could shape this Ashes

series. Pat Cummins is set to
lead the home team, putting a
fast bowler’s perspective on
Australia’s test cricket captaincy
for the first time since the 1950s.
Joe Root is primed to lead
England with the bat again in a
series he thinks may define his
career.

“A bowling captain for
Australia and a batting captain
for England — two captains
going toe to toe will be great,”
England wicketkeeper Jos
Buttler said on the eve of the first
test. 

Root was already feeling
some pressure before it was
confirmed that Jimmy
Anderson, England’s all-time
leading test wicket taker, will

miss the first test starting
Wednesday at the Gabba. 

Buttler said the senior play-
ers in the team were ready to
step up to support Root, and the
return of inspirational all-
rounder Ben Stokes would also
help.

“We know he’s our best
player, we want to support him,
help him, share that load,”
Buttler said of Root “He’s been
in incredible form. He comes
here determined to continue
that.  “It’s a massive series for
him.” Root heads into this series
as the leading test batsman in the
world, having scored 1,455 runs
in 12 tests in 2021 at an average
of 66.

But England has lost nine of
the 10 tests it has played in
Australia since its drought-
breaking series win Down
Under in 2010-11, mostly by big
margins. Root has been on the

last two tours, and was captain
for the 4-0 loss in 2017-18.

And then there’s England’s
record at the Gabba, where it
hasn’t won a test since 1986 and
has recorded only two wins
since 1946.

Buttler said England was
only looking back as far as
January, when an injury-deplet-
ed India squad clinched a series
win by ending Australia’s
unbeaten record at the Gabba
that dated to 1988.

“I don’t think we have any-
thing to lose ... (rather) every-
thing to gain,” he said. “You
know to do that against Australia
here, you have to be at your best.”

England released a 12-man
squad later Tuesday, leaving
most speculation over the for-
mation of the bowling attack.
Stuart Broad, Chris Woakes,
Mark Wood and Ollie Robinson
were included as specialist pace

bowlers, and left-arm spinner
Jack Leach was also in the mix.
The starting XI will be con-
firmed at the coin toss.

Cummins revealed his start-
ing XI well ahead of time, giv-
ing himself plenty of time to
adjust to his new job. That now
includes attending the pre-
match news conferences and
going out for the coin toss
instead of marking out his run-
up to prepare to bowl.

The 28-year-old Cummins
made his test debut as a teenag-
er in 2011 and was elevated to
the captaincy when Tim Paine
quit last month after media
reports he’d been investigated
four years earlier by cricket
administrators for sending an
explicit text to a work colleague.

He said he plans to rely
heavily on his experienced
deputy Steve Smith, who was
replaced as Australia’s test cap-

tain by Paine in 2018 after the
infamous Sandpapergate scan-
dal in South Africa.

He served a suspension
from leadership positions and
was the leading batter when
Australia retained the Ashes in
England in 2019. 

“Smithy and I have been
really good mates for a long
time. When I was 18, I’d sleep on
his couch on occasions,”
Cummins said. “He’s a legend of
the game. Of course I’ll be lean-
ing on him for ideas at times.

“There’ll be times when I
need a rest — I’ll have no prob-
lem handing over to him.”

Alex Carey was given the
wicketkeeper gloves to replace
Paine and Travis Head was
retained to bat at No. 5.

The Australians haven’t
played a test since the 2-1 series
loss to India in January, while
England has played in Sri Lanka

and India and hosted New
Zealand and India in series. 

But the wet weather and
quarantine requirements means
neither team is going into the
series with a lot of red ball crick-
et form. 

The bulk of the Australian
team was involved in the
Twenty20 World Cup victory in
the United Arab Emirates last
month, where coach Justin
Langer gave the playing group
more control over the prepara-
tions.

It’s something Cummins
wants to carry into the test
arena.

“The environment we cre-
ated at the World Cup is a blue-
print,” he said. “The relaxed
environment, empowering
everyone to do it their own way.
Tailor the preparation. They’re
great lessons we learnt the World
Cup that worked.”
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a desperate bid to win the rain-
hit game.

Rain and bad light have
eaten up the majority of the
game and just 63.2 overs were
possible in the last three days.


