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CM appeals
for calm after
2nd lynching
in 24 hours

MONIKA MALIK m CHANDIGARH

wo back-to-back incidents

of lynching over attempted
sacrilege, in less than 24 hours,
have sent shockwaves across
Punjab. Hours after the shock-
ing incident of an unidentified
youth being beaten to death for
attempting sacrilege of the
Guru Granth Sahib in the
Sikhs’ holiest shrine — the
Golden Temple, another per-
son was killed on Sunday
morning by a mob at a village
Gurdwara in Kapurthala for
suspected theft and attempted
sacrilege, reportedly in the
presence of policemen, three of
whom were left injured in the
melee.

While the State
Government has set up a
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) to probe the Golden
Temple “sacrilege” incident
with directions to submit its
report within two days, the
police officials on Sunday
claimed that there was “no
visible sign of sacrilege” in the
second incident at the
Kapurthala Gurdwara.

“There is no visible sign of
sacrilege at Gurdwara sahib. An
FIR registered under Sections
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295A of the IPC (Indian Penal
Code) has been filed.
Information about the attack is
with the police, and the iden-
tity of the man killed is being
verified. If it appears to be mur-
der, then the FIR will be regis-
tered accordingly,” said
Inspector-General (IG)
Jalandhar Range, Gurinder
Singh Dhillon, while address-
ing the media.

IGP Dhillon said that peo-
ple’s sentiments had been run-
ning high after the Golden
Temple incident, and “as it was
a sensitive issue, the police
used restraint. Those people,
who managed to do this, were
more in number than the
police” As per officials, the man
was beaten to death by the
locals for allegedly disrespect-
ing the ‘Nishan Sahib’ (the Sikh
religious flag) at the Gurdwara
in village Nizampur in
Kapurthala district. The resi-
dents claimed that the man dis-
respected the sacred flag and
tried to run away from the spot.

As per the information
available, soon after the youth
was caught by the people at the
Gurudwara in the morning, the
police officials, including
Kapurthala Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP)
Harkamalpreet Singh Khakh,
rushed to the spot. The cops
directed the locals to hand
over the youth with the assur-
ance that the police would
investigate the matter, but they
refused. Amidst several viral
videos of the incident, the
police officials and the locals,
mainly the Sikhs, were seen
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Sacrilege deaths shake Punjab

B

Police at the Golden Temple ahead of Punjab Chief Minister Charanjit Channi’s visit, in Amritsar on Sunday. A man was beaten
to death on Saturday after he allegedly attempted to commit a ‘sacrilegious’ act inside the historic temple PTI

exchanging heated arguments
over the custody of the youth,
who had been detained in a
room inside the Gurdwara.

Later, the police reported-
ly entered the room forcefully,
followed by the Sikh activists
who were staging a protest
outside the Gurdwara, demand-
ing custody of the “accused” to
“teach him a lesson”. However,
a scuffle ensued, following
which the mob allegedly killed
the youth with a sword.

SSP Khakh later said that
the mob had gathered after the
video went viral. “They killed
the youth even as the police
tried their level best to handle
the situation. We will register
a criminal case under charges
of murder against those who
killed the youth,” said Khakh
adding that the investigation,
so far, indicated that no sacri-
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Shri Naveen Patnaik
on'ble Chief Minister, Odisha

lege of the Guru Granth Sahib
was committed.

The incident took place
mere hours after a man was
beaten to death at the Golden
Temple in Amritsar for
attempting sacrilege of the
Guru Granth Sahib inside the
sanctum sanctorum.

Alarmed, Punjab Deputy
Chief Minister-cum-Home
Minister Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa has issued directions
to the State Director General of
Police (DGP), all
Commissioners of Police, and
the Senior Superintendents of
Police (SSPs) to strengthen
round-the-clock security
around all Gurudwaras,
Temples, Mosques, or Churches
and other religious places.

“At religious places, the
CCTVs should be functional in
the complexes where Guru

Granth Sahib is placed besides
other religious scriptures in all
religious places,” he said.

Deputy Chief Minister
added that the police should
have active liaison with the
Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC), and all Gurudwaras
committees and ensure that
“Guru Granth Sahib should not
be left unattended at any time”

Meanwhile, Chief
Minister Charanjit Singh
Channi, who visited the
Golden Temple — also known
as Sri Harmandir Sahib —
along with Randhawa on
Sunday, reiterated the State
Governments firm commit-
ment to thoroughly probe the
entire matter to get to the bot-
tom of the case to unmask the
real conspirators behind this
distortedly act.
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Cold wave continues to
hold North India 1n 1ts grip

North-westerly
winds bring
minimum

temp down for
2nd day running

PNS B NEW DELHI

North India remained in
the grip of severe cold on
Sunday as the chilly north-
westerly winds with speeds of
up to 15 kmph brought the
minimum temperature below
the freezing point in several
cities for the second-consecu-
tive day.

Severe cold wave condi-
tions swept parts of Delhi,
Uttar Pradesh (UP), Punjab,
Haryana, Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh (MP), Jammu and
Kashmir (J&K), Ladakh, Gilgit-
Baltistan, Muzaffarabad,
Uttarakhand and Himachal
Pradesh for the second day in
a row.

Delhi witnessed the sea-
son's coldest morning on
Sunday with the city recording
a minimum temperature of
4.6 degrees Celsius, according
to the weather department.

The maximum tempera-
ture is likely to settle around 18
degrees Celsius, said the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD).

According to the IMD,

for
Malkangiri, Nawarangpur
Nuapada & Kalahandi District
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Workers huddle in the back of a vegetable truck as they travel on a cold and foggy

morning in Jammu.

AP

there would not be any let-up
in the cold wave condition
over the next three days. “Cold
and dry north-westerly winds,
gusting up to 15 kmph, are like-
ly to continue over the plains of
northwest India till Tuesday
enhancing the adverse impact
of the cold wave and cold day
conditions’, it said.

As per the IMD data,
Churu in Rajasthan reported
the lowest minimum temper-
ature of minus 2.6 degrees
Celsius in northwest India fol-
lowed by Sikar (minus 2.5
degrees Celsius) and Amritsar
(minus 0.5 degree Celsius).

“No significant change in
minimum temperatures likely
over most parts of Northwest
India, Gujarat and Maharashtra

. N

during the next two days and
rise by two-three degrees
Celsius thereafter. Gradual fall
in minimum temperatures by
two-three degrees Celsius very
likely over most parts of East
and adjoining Central India
during the next three days and
no significant change there-
after; said an IMD bulletin
issued on Sunday.

Dense fog is predicted in a
few regions of Uttarakhand
over the next two days and in
Punjab and Haryana on
December 23 and 24, it said.
Srinagar recorded a low of
minus six degrees Celsius on
Sunday night, same as the pre-
vious night, which is the low-
est minimum temperature of
the season so far in the city.

DSPL-336

Now Super Speciality Health Services
in District Headquarters Hospitals
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In Bhubaneswar
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Be careful of
Apps like
‘Anydesk’: DCP

PNS ®m BHUBANESWAR

Cybercrimes have been on
the rise in different parts of
the country during the Covid-
19 pandemic with people
increasingly taking to online
transactions.

Taking advantage of it,
cybercriminals have duped a
whopping Rs 6.86 crore from
people in 11 months in

Bhubaneswar only. The online
crimes were executed between
February 1 and December 15,
2021. Police have recovered
only Rs 1 crore from the
fraudsters.

Stating this, city DCP
Umashankar Dash has urged
people not to download
unknown apps and respond to
messages from strangers.

The Jamtara phising gang
is active in Bhubaneswar.
People are getting fake calls
from Punjab, Rajasthan,
Gurgaon and Bangalore. The

1 clean of RS & o 11 mondns

cyber fraudsters have been
cheating people through
Anydesk app,” said Dash.

According to official
sources, as many as 67 cases have
been registered with the
Bhubaneswar Cyber Cell. Police
have also arrested 13 persons in
connection with several cases.

The helpline number of
Cyber Cell has received 2,872
calls from Bhubaneswar
residents while around 3,500
persons have dialled up the
Cyber Cell’s toll-free number
across the State.

CM to launch

PNS = BHUBANESWAR
After implementing
the Biju Swasthya
Kalyan Yojana (BSKY)
in all districts, the
State Government is
going to take another
major step towards
enhancing the
healthcare services.
Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik is scheduled to

launch the
‘Mukhyamantri Vaayu
Swasthya Seva’ (Air

Health Services) at the
Biju Patnaik International
Airport on Monday.

Under the new
initiative, critical patients
requiring better

healthcare and treatment
would be airlifted to the
destined hospitals.
Doctors would also visit
remote and inaccessible

areas through air
ambulance to treat
patients.

The service would be
launched for four districts,
Kalahandi, Malkangiri,
Nabarangpur and Nuapada,
in the first phase.

The air services would
be different from the

Air Health Services today

existing similar services
in the country as top
surgeons and specialists
would be taken to the
doorsteps of the patients
residing in remote
regions.

As part of the
scheme, the operation
theatres at the District
Headquarters Hospitals
(DHHs) would be
augmented to conduct
major surgeries. The
identified patients
requiring surgery would
be brought to the DHHs
for treatment.

Covid widens gap of employment op

4th Sushila Gopalan

Memorial Lecture delivered
PNS ® BHUBANESWAR

The Covid-19 pandemic
has further widened the gap
of employment
opportunities and non-
labour income increased as
labour intensive incomes fell.
Similarly, there has been a
marked decline in
consumption; that’s why
both supply and demand
chains were affected, said
economist and former Kerala
Finance Minister Dr Thomas
Isaac on Sunday.
Delivering the fourth
Sushila Gopalan Memorial
Lecture here organised by the
All  India Democratic
Women’s Association
(AIDWA), Dr Isaac said while
the whole world including the
developed nations took fiscal
measures and heavily spent

even to the extent of 10%

GDP to tide over the Covid
crisis, India was the only
nation which took monetary
path.

He questioned if there can
be anything more perverse
than State Governments in
India keeping an unspent

balance of more than Rs 2 lakh
crorein treasury as surplus and
investing the amount in short
term Government of India
securities.

Issaac said whereas in sharp
contrast Kerala never had a
treasury surplus in the last
three years. “Even during

Covid crisis we didn’t mind
going into overdraft because
more important for us was
providing comprehensive
healthcare and food to people,”
he said

Making a comparison on
Odisha and Kerala on post-
Covid scenario, Dr Isaac said

portunities

Kerala has strategically
recruited more women in
healthcare sector to address
gender gap and foiled the
indebtedness of women
headed households.

He drew a parallel on how
Covid-19 has impacted both
the States in terms of
household debts, fall in
consumption, growing
unemployment and creating
opportunities.

The meeting chaired by Dr
Asha Hans was also addressed
by TISS Professor Dr R
Ramakumar and AIDWA
general secretary Mariam
Dhawale.

The lecturer was first time
held outside New Delhi in
Odisha and was coordinated by
AIDWA national secretary
Tapasi Praharaj.

Notably, Sushila Gopalan
was a freedom fighter, three
times MP from south Kerala
and a former MLA.

CHEMCON to begin in BBSR from Dec 26

PNS m BHUBANESWAR

T he Indian Chemical
Engineering Congress
(CHEMCON) - 2021 will be
organised by the IIChE-
Bhubaneswar Regional Centre
and the CSIR-IMMT
Bhubaneswar from December 26
to 30. The IPICOL is a partner in
the event.

Principal Secretary,
Industries Department Hemant
Sharma said, “We are very happy

that this conference is happening
in Odisha. New technologies
and findings in the chemical
industry will immensely help
Odisha’s rapidly growing
mineral, chemical and plastic
sector”

Prof Suddhasatwa Basu,
LOC Chairman, CHEMCON and
Director, CSIR-IMMT said that
Odisha’s contribution to the
chemical sector is significant
compared to other States and
stands a chance to be the
chemical hub of the country.

Keeping the sustainable use of
chemicals and minerals in mind,
this year’s theme of the congress
is “Sustainable Utilisation of
Resources for Chemical and
Mineral Sectors”.

He added that CSIR-Institute
of Minerals and Materials
Technology (IMMT) will also
release a white paper in
collaboration with all the
academia on how to make
QOdisha a chemical hub and how
research  institutes can
contribute to the Odisha growth.

Next Mahanadi hearing on Feb 5

PNS = BHUBANESWAR

The decks are now clear for
an interim judgment on the
Mahanadi water dispute
between  Odisha and
Chhattisgarh as the concerned
tribunal on Saturday stopped
the admission and denial
process for the aggrieved
States.

The tribunal asked
both States to submit their

lists of evidences within
four weeks’ time and set

the next hearing for
February 5.

The tribunal expressed
satisfaction  over  the

cooperation of the aggrieved
States during the Covid
pandemic, advocates and
tribunal office staffs for their
support.

This was the 25th hearing
of the dispute.

‘Raise boro

U Sammilani urges
State leaders

PNS = BHUBANESWAR

The Utkal Sammilani
Mancheswar Industrial Estate
branch on Sunday held its
executive committee and
expressed concern over the
growing silence over some of
the legitimate and
longstanding issues of the
State.

Chairing the meeting,
branch head Dillip
Dashsharma said that while
officials and politicians of
neighbouring States,
especially Andhra Pradesh, are
undertaking development
activities and alluring people
of border villages without
respecting the Supreme
Court’s interim orders, people

er issues with Centre’

representing Odisha in the
Central Government and
prominent people of the
State are not raising voice
over the issues.Similarly, the

demands of installing
Madhubabu’s statue in
Parliament, recognising

Paika Biidroha as the first war

of Independence, conferring
Bharta Ratna to Bijubabu,
renaming the Bay of Bengal
as Kalinga Sagar and
recognising Odishi as classical
music are overlooked, he rued.
He urged leaders of all hue
to take up these issues with the
Central Government.

(M eleases ‘Gajapat: A King wihout 2 Kingdom

PNS = BHUBANESWAR

Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Saturday released
abook titled “Gajapati: A King
without a Kingdom” written
by Ashok Kumar Bal. The
book deals with the fascinating
history of Gajapati Kings
beginning from Suryavanshi
Gajapati Kapilendra Deb.
After the Ganga Kings,
the title of Gajapati has been
adorned by Kapilendra Deb
and his successors
uninterruptedly.

The book highlights a
unique facet of ritual association
between Gajapati Kings with
Lord Jagannath. The remarkable
association of Gajapati as
Adyasevak is a unique aspect in

the relationship between the
Lord and the royalty.
Kapilendra Deb’s regime
was the pinnacle of Odia glory
and grandeur when the
kingdom stretched from river
Ganges up to river Cauvery.
The CM said there isaneed
to bring historical facts and
facets into public domain. A rich
history deserves attention of
students, teachers and general
public. Bals attempt to present
and project the tradition and its
myriad narratives is a
praiseworthy attempt

CONTEMPORARIES

Right political will needed to implement FRA in letter and spir
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SJYOTIRANJAN

HINDOL BANERJEE

SIDHANT PATTANAIK

The Scheduled Tribes and
Other Traditional Forest
Dwellers (Recognition of
Forest Rights) Act, 2006 was
legislated with the primary
purpose of recognising the
rights (both individual and
community rights) of the
forest-dwelling tribal
communities and other such
forest dweller groups over the
resources of the forest on
which these communities and
groups have been dependent
on for a multitude of
necessities and requirements
including livelihood, shelter,
habitation, and other such
socioeconomic needs.
However, the sad reality is that
despite the potency of the
legislation to advance and

secure the rights of its target
groups, its implementation has

been overwhelmingly
deficient, to say the least.
The fundamental

objectives of the legislation
were to ensure that legal
recognition is given to both
community and individual
rights of the forest dwellers and
to empower and encourage self-

governance among the
marginalised tribal groups in
these scheduled areas.

The ground reality is,
however, quite distant from
these objectives due to several
problems that have
intrinsically led to the
deficiency and improper
implementation of the Act.
One such problem is that there

is a clear lack of administrative
empathy and concern since the
vote bank percentage of the
tribal communities in these
scheduled areas is very thin; and,
therefore, governments most
conveniently have continually
and time and again neglected
their duty for an effective
implementation of the Act.

Further, it is pertinent to
mention that in a multitude of
cases, the forest officials who
were tasked with the processing
of the claims of the forest
dwellers for the implementation
of the forest rights have
continually neglected their
duties either due to the lack of
awareness and information or
owing to disregard for the rights
of the forest dwellers and tribal
communities.

Adding on to that, the
forest bureaucracy has further
aggravated the
implementation of the process.
Not only has it blatantly
misinterpreted the legislative
intent of the Act as an
instrument for regular
encroachment rather than
providing welfare rights and
protective measures for the
tribal communities, but it also
does not want to give up the
draconian control in the fear
oflosing the substantial power
itholds over the forestland and
owing to the fear of losing
access to the vulnerable natural
resources from which it reaps
massive profits.

As per the Ministry of
Tribal Welfare report on the
implementation of the FRA,
it was found that as of April
2018, only 18.66 lakh claims
were accepted out of the 42
lakh filed all over India, which
stands at a meager 44.4%.
Even this as per many sources
is an overestimation or over-
reporting as questioned by
many prominent NGOs and
research institutions.

Now, if the situation
relating to the

implementation of the Act in
Odisha is to be specifically
dissected, it is observed that the
roadmaps for the individual
and community rights
prepared by the Gram Sabha
suffers from an inherent lack
of educational prowess as well
as technical capacity and
knowhow on the subject. This
is causing the Government
authorities and  forest
bureaucracy to take advantage
of it and encroach upon the
decisions to be taken such as
influencing in giving permits
to mining-based companies for
profit. So, the rights of forest
dwellers are being sabotaged;
and on the other hand, the
authorities and companies
make huge profits from the
infringements on the rights of
the tribal communities.

In this context, the
Supreme Court observed in a
landmark judgement in the
case of OMC Ltd Vs MoEF &
Others, 8 April 2013
(Niyamgiri Case), “No project
canbe carried out in the forests
without the approval of the
Gram Sabha” It further
rejected the petition of the
Odisha Mining Corporation

in 2016 wherein the decision
of the Gram Sabhas was
challenged.

Since the implementation
of FRA in Odisha, 580,040
acres of forestland (under
cultivation/occupation) has
been legally recognised as
individual forest rights titles
with 378,675 households
(66%), which is quite a bit
higher than the national
average. However due to the
significant size and populace
of tribal communities in
Odisha, this percentage has to
further ameliorate.

Maharashtra Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari, who
has issued a notification in
2020 by using his powers under
subparagraph (1) of paragraph
5 of the Schedule V of the
Constitution modifying the
Forest Rights Act, 2006 that
will enable forest dwelling
Scheduled Tribes and other
traditional forest-dwelling
families to build houses in the
neighborhood forest areas, in
Odisha context also similar or
better decisions can also be
notified by the Governor of
Odisha. The decision will
provide a major relief to

Scheduled Tribes and other
traditional forest-dwelling
families living in the scheduled
areas of the State. It will most
importantly prevent the
migration of forest dwellers
outside their native villages
and provide them housing
areas by extending the village
site into forest land in their
neighbourhood.

Also, the Odisha Forest
Department should take an
active role to undertake
projects that create a Value
Chain, which essentially is a
balance between deriving
greater economic profit from
the forest resources and also
benefiting tribal communities
and OFDs while maintaining
sustainability.

The Odisha Government may
also look at other States who
have come up with
implementation practices to
improve the performance of
the FRA; like the Government
of Chhattisgarh has taken a
progressive step of issuing
genealogy certificates to local
communities as a proof of
period of residency in a
particular area for facilitating
evidence especially for OTFD

claims and decided to consider
all rejected claims afresh while
the  Andhra  Pradesh
Government made good use
of technology (GIS) in
demarcating individual and
community areas with near
accuracy level.

There are multiple
impediments, as discussed,
that have obstructed the
performance and effectiveness
of the implementation of the
Forest Rights Act, but with the
right measures it can be steadily
and progressively ameliorated.
Forest rights are of paramount
significance for the survival
and livelihood of tribal
communities and, thus, it is
imperative that the
Government takes active
action to fulfil the legislative
intent with which the Act has
been brought to life.
(Jyotiranjan is an Additional
Central Government
Standing Counsel, Central
Administrative Tribunal,
Cuttack, and a Distinguished
Adjunct Professor of Law and
Media Studies, School of Mass
Communication, KII'T; Hindol
and Sidhant are students of
School of Law, KIIT)
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Koraput man loses Rs 75L to online fraud

Lodges plaint with Cyber Cell

PNS = BHUBANESWAR

O nline scammers have

duped a man of Koraput
district of a whopping Rs 75
lakh after luring him with a
hefty bonus on his insurance
policies. The matter came to
the fore when Susanta Kumar
Behera, a resident of HAL
Township in Sunabeda,
lodged a complaint in this
connection with the Cyber
Cell of the Crime Branch in
Cuttack.

Behera had bought as many
as seven insurance policies
worth lakhs in online mode
in January 2018 on an
assurance of a huge bonus
after a month. As he did not
receive the bonus, he lodged
a complaint with the Bima
Lokpal in Bhubaneswar in
July 2019.

In February 2021, a woman
telephoned Behera identifying
herself as a Bima Lokpal officer
from Kolkata. She asked him
to deposit Rs 1 lakh in a

particular bank account
towards registration fee.
Behera did so.

A few months later, two men
called up Behera posing as
officers of the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) and told him
to comply with the
instructions of the woman,
who again contacted Behera
and said the insurance
amount was increased and he
would receive around Rs 1.5
crore as payout.

The woman kept seeking
more money from Behera on
the pretext of income tax,
GST and other charges.
Surprisingly, the victim
borrowed the money from
his friends and
moneylenders and
transferred a total of Rs
75.58 lakh to different
bank accounts between
February and October
2021. Further police
investigation into thecase
ison.

BU Journalism Dept holds photography workshop

Students explained techniques

PNS = BRAHMAPUR

The PG Department of

Journalism and Mass
Communication of
Berhampur University hosted
a one-day “Photo Journalism
Workshop” sponsored by
Nikon India Team in physical
mode here at Bhanja Bihar on
Friday.

University Vice-Chancellor
Prof GJ Chakrapani graced
the event as chief patron
while Prof PK Mohanty,
Chairman of the PG Council,
too shared the dais. Director
of College Development
Council (CDC) of the
University Prof Arundhati
Rath made her presence as the

Addressing the technical
session, Technical Officer,
Nikon India, Pallab Pal
elaborately explained the
various characteristics of good
and qualitative photography
which is very crucial in the
domain of photo journalism.

Deputy Manager of Nikon
India Devesh Majhi, AGM of
Distribution
Department Debanshu
Pattnaik and Route
Trainer Santosh Bez discussed
various aspects of good
photography. More than 80

students, research scholars,
working scribes and faculty
membe”“rs joined the event,
organising secretary of the
event and head of the
Department of ] and MC, Dr
Bandita Panda told in a Press

release.

N’rangpur: Man gets lifer for killing wife TINIBRIEF

PNS ®m NABARANGPUR

Additional District and

Sessions Judge Sunil Kumar
Das here on Saturday
sentenced life imprisonment
to accused Chaitanya Nag alias
Harijan in connection with a
murder case.

Pinky Harijan, daughter of
Suresh Harijan of village
Chadeiguda under the
Umarkote Municipality had
married Chaitanya Nag under
Totasahi of the Nabarangpur
police station in 2012. Since
then, Pinky lived with her
husband in Tota Sahi. After
three years, one day 2015,
Pinky came to her parental

house and complained of
mental and  physical
harassment to her by her
husband.

On 24/06/2015, Chaitanya
came to Chadeiguda and took
Pinky with hin. Next day,
Pinky’s dead body having
several injuries was recovered
near Mixfarm canal under the
Umarkote Municipality. Her
father lodged a complaint in
the Umerkote police station
in this regard.

Considering the testimonies
of 20 prosecution witnesses
along with other substantial
evidences, AD]J Das
sentenced Chaitanya to life
imprisonment.

Biswambhar Bidyapitha
platinum fest held

PNS m PURI

Governor Prof Ganeshi Lal

on Sunday graced the
platinum jubilee celebration
of the Biswambhar Bidyapitha
here as chief guest.

The Bidyapitha alumni
association president T
Banambar Patra and others
welcomed the Governor. The
welcome address was

delivered by advocate Bibhu
Prasad Tripathy. School
Headmaster SK Brahma, Puri
MLA Jayant Sarangi, OPSC
Chairman S Mohanty, SJVC
VC Prof Harihar Hota and

others spoke on the occasion.

!

A souvenir marking the
celebration was released by the
Governor and some teachers
and students of the
institution were felicitated.

special invitee for the
occasion.

in Angul

STF seizes
PNS ®m ANGUL

n a major arms haul, the

Special Task Force (STF) of the
Odisha police arrested a
gunrunner and seized as
many as eight country-made
guns at Kerjang village in
Chendipada of Angul district
on Sunday.

The accused was identified as
Ratnakar Kalta of Sarapali
under the Naktideula police
station of Sambalpur district.

Basing on intelligence inputs
regarding illegal possession of
firearms, a team of STF
conducted a raid with the help
of Angul police on a road near

8 guns, ammos; 1 held

Kerjang  village and

intercepted Ratnakar.

The STF also recovered seven
live bullets along with other
incriminating materials from
his possession during search.

SRS

Notably, from 202OWin the

drive against clandestine arms
trade, the STF has seized 64
firearms and 98 rounds of live

ammunition in the State.

Woman kills daughter, attempts suicide

Feud over mobile
phone abuse

PNS = SUNDARGARH

woman allegedly

bludgeoned her 17-year-old
daughter to death with a pestle
at a colony under the Hemgiri
police station in Sundargarh
district on Sunday being
annoyed over the latter’s
frequent chatting over mobile
phone.

The deceased was identified as
Deepanjali Vohra.

The accused Tejaswani
attempted to end her life after
the incident. She was rescued
and admitted to the Hemgiri
Community Health Centre
in a critical condition.
According to reports, the girl
was talking with someone
over mobile phone, for which
Tejaswani reprimanded her.
A quarrel soon ensued
between the two and took a

violent turn as the woman lost
her cool and crushed the girl’s
face with a pestle.

While the girl died on the
spot, the woman tried to end
her life by consuming
fertiliser.

On being informed about the
incident by the villagers,
police rushed to the spot, sent
the body for postmortem and
started an investigation into
the incident.

Workers oppose GST on

PNS ®m JHARSUGUDA

The Odisha Kendu Leaf

Workers’” Association on
Saturday staged a rally before
the district Collectorate here
opposing the Goods and

Services Tax (GST) on kendu
leaf.

A memorandum addressed to
the Union Finance Minister
submitted through the district
Collector mentioned the
demands including
withdrawal of the 2,000-kerry
(kerry is a bundle of 20 leaves)
system and introduction of

1,000 kerry as earlier,
reintroduction of the social
safety assistance which was
withdrawn in 2018 and
implementation of

contingency fund for welfare
of pluckers.

Association president Bijay
Mohanty said that on March
18, a memorandum had been
submitted to the Union
Finance Minister for
abolition of GST on kendu
leaf as it poses an existential
threat to lakhs of kendu leaf
workers.

kendu leaf

“Unfortunately, the ruling
BJP at the Centre which had
promised in its election
manifesto to abolish the GST
on kendu leaf and return the
amount collected earlier,
didn’t keep its promise,” he
said.

Cong holds

PNS ® PHULBANI

The Kandhamal district

Congress held a huge public
meeting at the Coronation
Ground here on Sunday.
Party's Odisha in-charge A
Chella Kumar, Jeypore MLA
Tara Prasad Bahinipati,
Mohana MLA Dasarathi

huge rally in Phulbani

Gamango and Sanakhemundi
MLA Ramesh Chandra Jena
inducted many new members
into the party fold.

The party leaders urged the
people to vote for the Con-
gress to ensure that it returns
to power in the State and at
the Centre.

Among others, AICC secre-

tary Rudra Raju, former MPs
Radhakanta Digal and Nakula
Nayak, PCC secretary
Chandra Sekhar Parida, Youth
Congress leader Basant Padhi
also spoke on the occasion.
District president Anam
Nayak presided over the meet-
ing.

Brahmapur: The Berhampur
Municipal Corporation
(BeMC) has started distribution
of Biju smart health card distri-
bution, the programme being

Haradakhandi Rajani Kalyan

Paradip: The Paradip Port
Trust (PPT) has been con-
ferred the Samudra Manthan |

Year (Cargo) award. PPT
Traffic Manager G Edison re-
ceived the award in a cer-
emony held in Mumbai. The

and economy.

JSW OFFICIALS RESCUE 2
ROAD ACCIDENT VICTIMS

Paradip: Shishir Mohanty, a lo-

son were found helpless on the
road at night after being seri-
ously injured in a road accident

lectuals and the general public.

Rayagada: On Friday, the JK ;
Paper Mills conducted an
onsite emergency mock drill
at its premises to review its
preparedness and response ¥
time to handle an emergency
if caused due to leakage of
toxic gases. A demonstra-

dent controller CSR Apparao.

BEMC HOLDS HEALTH CARD DISTRIBUTION

conducted at Town Hall and 27 other places of 40 wards
since Monday. Senior BeMC officials, including Commis-
sioner Siddheswar Baliram Bonder, Additional Commissioner
Ashutosh Samal and Deputy Commissioner Aditya Prasad
Mishra are supervising the programme. In the first three
days, 15,000 cards were distributed. On Wednesday, district
BJD president Dr Ramesh Chandra Chaupatnaik and
Brahmapur MLA Bikram Kumar Panda were present at

School and Godabarish UP School.
PPT CONFERRED SAMUDRA MANTHAN AWARD

- Emerging Major Port of the |

award instituted by th Bhandarkar Shipping, aleading pub-
lication in the maritime industry, aims to fuel healthy com-
petition in the maritime sector and impart an impetus to the
industry to emerge stronger to work for the benefit of trade

cal resident, and his 10-year-old ~

on the Atharbanki-Nehru Bungalow road here. At this time,
JSW officer Bishwa Patnaik and his associates, who were
returning home from work, took the victims in their car and
rushed them to the Biju Memorial Hospital at Atharbanki.
Such a humanitarian work has been widely praised by intel-

JK PAPER HOLDS EMERGENCY MOCK DRILL

x

e
u

Mandap, Balajipentha UP

[\~
-

tion by highly-experienced emergency teams was held un-
der the direction of unit head Vinay Dwivedi and site inci-

Disciplined life can save environment: Guv

FM Varsity holds
OEC

PNS m BHUBANESWAR

Without spiritualism, one

can’t feel either nature or the
environment. Similarly, one
can’t protect them without
carrying humane feelings to
protect and save nature and
the environment, observed
Governor Prof Ganeshi Lal,
while deliberating on a topic
‘Environment and
Pandemic’ in a two-day
programme of the Odisha
Environment
Congress(OEC) organized by
the Fakir Mohan University.
To protect and save them, the
human race needs to lead a
disciplined life and it is not
for Odisha, India, or the USA,
the entire globe has to adopt
the principle, he told.

Inaugurating the programme
in virtual mode, Prof Lal
further observed that due to
technological advancement
while human beings could go
to space yet no one was
thinking how nature,
environment, and human
civilization could survive
without spiritualism.

[ A

Ecological imbalance is
experienced across the globe
due to lack of sensitivity
towards the nature and
environment, he further said.
The ill-effect the
environment would spell
more disasters. Pandemic like
dreaded Corona has become a
serious headache for the entire
world and everyone is
struggling to get rid of it. To
resolve the crisis the whole
world has to fight united, Prof
Lal told.

on
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The meeting while was
presided over by Vice-
Chancellor of FM university
Prof Dr Santosh Kumar
Tripathy, the other speakers
included Dr BB Samanta ,
Executive director HDF-
cDAR, former SPO and
advisor WASH, UNICEF

Central Asia.
He observed that the
environment was

deteriorating drastically due
to pollution and all must be
careful in its reduction.

Uplversity ¢

Organizing secretary of OEC
Sudarsan Das while offered
the welcome address, CED
India director Dr Babu
Ambat spoke about the
measures undertaken by the

OEC to protect the
environment.
SOA VC Dr Ashok

Mohapatra and former VC of
FM university  Prof
Shibprasad Adhikary also
spoke on climate change and
pandemics.

Accountant
intercepted
with Rs 2L

PNS m CUTTACK

Getting reliable informa-

tion regarding collection of
huge cash by Tara Charan
Panda, Junior Accountant of
Civil  Supplies Officer,
Nuapada, as bribe from differ-
ent sources, Vigilance officers
on Monday intercepted him
on Nuapada-Bhawanipatna
NH-353.

Suspected ill-gotten cash of Rs
2,16,000 was found in Panda’s
possession, which he could not
account for satisfactorily. The
cash was recovered from him
and seized.

Later, Panda's residential quar-
ter, residential rented house at
Jeypore town, Koraput, and
house at native village
Kamapali, Brahmapur wee
searched. The investigation of
the case was in progress.

Retired bureaucrat and
advisor of OEC Arabinda
Behera, OEC Chairman DK
Roy, former VC of Ramadevi
University Prof Padmaja
Mishra and OEC secretary
Bhrugu Baxipatra were
among others who spoke.

bfcls

Review demanded

SRIKUMAR MAHANTA B
SONEPUR

To conduct the three- tier

Panchayat elections on time
and in a free, fair and
impartial manner, the State
Election Commission has
issued a process of transfer of
officials who have completed
three years in the respective
district during the last four
years or would be completing
three years on or before
November 15.

transfer ahead of

Recently, the transfer and
posting of some officers of
Subarnapur district have
started. But there are
allegations that many
influential officers have been
spared who have already
completed three years service
here. Consequently, the
denizens have started raising
doubt on the cleanness of the

process.
Chandini Meher, who is
currently  posted  as

Additional Tehsildar in Tarbha
tehsil has been working from
2010 to 2020 in this Tarbha

CHC. After qualifying Odisha
Revenue Service (ORS), she
got posted as Training Reserve
officer on May 13, 2020 in
Subarnapur
Collectoriate. Since the
chances of using Government
officials to influence voters -
especially women voters - in
the coming panchayat polls
are more, the denizens sought
steps of changing the officer
to make the election free and
fair.

The EC which issued detailed
guidelines relating to
transfers/postings of the

PRI polls not transparent

officials said the Government
should ensure that no officials
of the rank of the DEO/RO/
ARO/police inspectors/sub-
inspectors and above should
be posted back or allowed to
continue in the Assembly
constituency/district where
they were posted during the
last Assembly election or any
by-election held thereafter.

The instructions should cover
not only officers posted on
specific election duties, but
also district officers like
ADMs, SDMs, deputy
collectors/joint collectors,

tehsildar, block development
officer or any other officer
of equal rank directly
deployed for election works.
The instructions would also
be applicable to police
officers in different ranks
who would be responsible for
security arrangements or
deployment of police forces
in the districts at election
time. Police officials posted
in functional departments
like computerisation, special
branch, training and related
wings would not be covered
under the instructions but

steps should be taken to
ensure that officers in the
rank of police sub-inspectors
and above were not posted in
their home district.

Locals demanded a review of
the officers’ list of different
departments of Subarnapur
district, who have completed
their three years in the
respective district or worked
in this home district and
transfer them to other district
for conduct of the three-tier
Panchayat elections in a free,
fair and impartial manner.



the pioneer

BHUBANESWAR | MONDAY | DECEMBER 20, 2021

nation 04

Pak floats new terror outfits in \_lalley to carry out attacks on forces

RAKESH K SINGH B NEW DELHI

In the ever-evolving terror
dynamics in Jammu and
Kashmir, Pakistani terror
groups like the Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM) and
Lashkar-e-Tayyaba (LeT) have
floated new outfits, including
one comprising stone-pelters to
ramp up terrorism in the
Valley.

The Tahreek-e-Sangbaz is
one of the latest avatars of the
Pakistani terrorist group Jaish-
e-Mohammad to carry out
hits, including lone-wolf
attacks, especially against secu-
rity forces.

In the last few months,
attacks against the security
forces including Jammu and
Kashmir Police have witnessed
a surge, particularly in Srinagar.

Sangbaz means stone pel-
ters and the Tahreek-e-Sangbaz
could be mainly recruiting
stone-pelters, released earlier by
the government as a goodwill

gesture, to carry out hits in
Kashmir.

The activities of the
Tahreek-e-Sangbaz have been
noticed by the agencies soon
after The Resistance Front
(TRF) suffered a major blow
with the liquidation of its top
commander Abbas Sheikh who
was driving the terrorist vio-
lence in Jammu and Kashmir
capital Srinagar.

Sheikh was the key terror-
ist maintaining a large network
of over ground workers
(OGWs) as also terror cadres
and his killing by the Forces
dealt a major blow to the Jaish
project, officials from Srinagar
said.

New terror entities like
Kashmir Tigers and Islamic
State Wilayat Hind are also part
of the latest Pakistani strategy
to ramp up terrorism in the
Valley, they said.

Amid the spiraling terror-
ist violence in the Valley, the
Centre had in October

e R L
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despatched over 5,000 more

troops (50 companies, 25 each

of the BSF and CRPF) to quell

the terrorist violence there

including in capital Srinagar,
against both civilians and
Forces, as reported earlier by
The Pioneer.

Last week, the Jammu and
Kashmir administration effect-
ed a major reshuffle in the dis-
trict police hierarchy across the
Valley and, transferred and
posted 27 Senior
Superintendents of Police
(SSP), Superintendents of
Police (SP) and Additional
Superintendents of Police
(ASP).

The Kashmir Tigers is also
a Jaish Front and had claimed
responsibility for the Kakapora
police station grenade attack in
Pulwama. The ISWH had
claimed responsibility for car-
rying out a lone wolf hit and
wounding a traffic policeman
in Rajouri Kadal area of
Srinagar. The pistol used to tar-
get a non-local Hindu street
food vendor in Srinagar in
October was also used in the
lone wolf attack in Rajouri

Kadal.

ISWH is also a Pakistani
project to keep the terror pot
boiling and also deny its role in
the same. The Islamic State is
essentially engaged in radical-
ization and recruitment of
cadres for its territorial ambi-
tions in Afghanistan, Syria and
Libya among other countries.
The IS does not have any
known intention to grab terri-
tory in the country, experts said.

Likewise, the United
Liberation Front (ULF) had
claimed responsibility for the
attack on migrant workers in
south Kashmir’s Anantnag in
October.

The attacks against non-
Muslim migrants was also part
of the shifting terror tactic in
terrorism in the Valley being
mounted in the Union
Territory by Pakistan Army-ISI
(Inter-Services Intelligence)
combine in concert with their
terror cohorts like LeT and
JeM, officials added.

Upper House produc vity falls t0 37.6%

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

The productivity of Rajya
Sabha hit a low of 37.60 per
cent during the third week of
the ongoing Winter Session
owing to disruptions and
forced adjournments over the
issue of suspension of 12 mem-
ber of the House. The contin-
ued disruptions pulled down
the cumulative functionality of
the House for the first three
weeks to 46.70 percent, the RS
secretariat said.According to
the data collected by the sec-
retariat, the productivity of
Rajya Sabha was 49.70 % and
52.50 % during the first and the
second week, respectively.
During the third week, of
the total scheduled sitting time
of 27 hours 11 minutes, the
House could function only for
10 hours 14 minutes, losing
62.40 % of available time on
account of disruptions and
forced adjournments on the
issue of suspension of 12 mem-
ber of the House, the officials
said. "During the third week,

Question Hour which is meant
for seeking the accountability
of the Government has suffered
the most with only four of the
75 listed Starred Questions
orally answered by the con-
cerned ministers," the RS sec-
retariat said.Only 11.40 % of
the time available for Question
Hour was utilised during the
week, while 62.70 % of the
functional time has been spent
on the government's legislative
business.

Three bills were passed
and returned during the week

after discussing for a total of 6
hours and 25 minutes in which
33 members participated.A
Short Duration Discussion on
the ‘situation arising out of the
cases of Omicron variant of
COVID-19' taken up during
the week remained inconclu-
sive. This discussion is listed for
resumption Monday, the offi-
cials said.Chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu had adjourned
the House on Friday after 17
minutes of Zero Hour, urging
the government and the
Opposition parties to resolve

the stalemate on the suspension
issue.

During the 15 sittings of
the first three weeks of ongo-
ing winter session, the House
functioned for less than an
hour per day for six sittings,
according to official data. About
42 % of the functional time of
the House has been spent on
the government's legislative
business passing a total of eight
bills so far, while only about 18
% of the time has been spent on
the Question Hour with only
56 of the 217 listed questions
orally answered, said the sec-
retariat.So far, 81 Zero Hour
and 47 Special Mentions were
made in the House during the
three weeks of winter ses-
sion.The Mediation Bill, 2021
seeking to promote resolution
of disputes including com-
mercial is listed for introduc-
tion on Monday in Rajya
Sabha.The Narcotics Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances
(Amendment) Bill, 2021 as
passed by Lok Sabha has been
listed for consideration and
passing on Monday.

BJP to hold protest over C polls

PNS B NEW DELHI

Amidst charges of rigging in
Kolkata Municipal
Corporation (KMC) polls,
BJP’s national information and
technology department head
and party's co-in-charge in
West Bengal Amit Malviya on
Sunday announced that the
party would protest "death of
democracy" in the TMC-ruled
Bengal.

Sharing videos showing
alleged malpractices and police
heavy-handedness, Maviya said
TMC has violated polls with
intimidation and threats.

"This is how voting has
happened in KMC polls. No
functional CCTV cameras. No
police protection. No EC offi-
cials. No VVPAT. No CAPF
deployment.

Both SC and HC turned
down the pleas. Movement of
voters and BJP leaders restrict-
ed by Kolkata police. Well
done, Mamata Banerjee", he
twitted sharing a video where
voting is allegedly cast in favour
of thecTMC candidate with

no EC official

apparently
around.
"Free and fair KMC polls?

Here Kolkata Police can be seen
manhandling Brajesh Jha, BJP
candidate from ward 7. At
whose behest are they intimi-
dating BJP candidates? Home
minister Mamata Banerjee or
her nephew, who is now super

CM? WB Election
Commission and Courts must
take note,” another of his tweet
said. Malviya said the TMC has
"violated KMC polls, bombing
voters, murder and rape
threats, intimidation, assaulting
media, using police and civil
administration to bend rules.
They have done it all. BJP

Bengal to launch protests
across all districts of WB to
highlight the death of democ-
racy in the State,” Malviya fur-
ther tweeted.

He accused Kolkata police
being hand-in-glove with the
TMC leaders in intimidating
BJP workers and rigging the
polls. Eom

Cong accuses Assam

CM of grabbing

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

ongress on Sunday accused

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma and his
family of "grabbing" 18 acres of
land meant for the landless, and
demanded his immediate dis-
missal along with a Supreme
Court monitored probe by a
special investigative team. The
party would raise the matter in
Parliament as well as on the
streets.

Addressing a joint press
conference, Congress leaders
Jitendra Singh, Gaurav Gogoi
and Gourav Vallabh alleged
that Sarma misused his official
position to illegally transfer
government land for landless
people in favour of RBS
Realtors from 2006 to 2009,
when he was a powerful min-
ister in the then Congress gov-
ernment.

The Congress leaders were
accompanied by party MPs
Ripun Bora and Abdul
Khaleque, who alleged that
the chief minister was aiding
the land mafia in usurping the
land for the landless.

Vallabh and Singh alleged
that the Assam chief minister,
on one hand is showing high-
handedness by evicting poor
and deprived families on the
grounds that no one has the
right to illegally take over gov-
ernment land, but has himself
handed over such land worth
crores to his family members.

They said as per indepen-
dent investigations, real estate
company RBS Realtors, co-
founded by Sarma's wife Riniki
Bhuyan Sarma, is allegedly
occupying around 18 acres of
government land intended for
landless individuals and insti-
tutions.

"We demand that Sarma,
who along with his family, is
involved in usurping land for
the landless people, should be
immediately sacked from his
position," Vallabh told
reporters.

"A sitting chief minister,
whose family is directly
involved in land grabbing, has
no right to remain in power.

He must be immediately
sacked from his position,” he

said, adding that he hopes
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will sack such a "land mafia
chief minister”.

The Congress leader added
that the “EC/I-T/CBI/FSIO are
expected to investigate all such
friends who have no right to
constitutionally and morally
hold the positions they are
occupying’.

Jitendra Singh, who is
AICC in-charge for Assam,
said the Congress hoped Modi,
who has said that he would not
allow anyone to indulge in
corrupt practices, will carry out
an independent investigation
into the alleged land deals and
cancel the same.

"We want that the prime
minister should conduct a
probe by an SIT under the
monitoring of a sitting
Supreme Court judge," he said.

Singh further alleged that
one has seen that probe agen-
cies like Enforcement
Directorate (ED), Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
and Income Tax (IT) depart-
ment have acted like BJP func-
tionaries by initiating action
against political opponents of
the saffron party, and should
now investigate people who are
corrupt in the BJP too.

Taking a dig at the ruling
party, Gogoi asked what “wash-
ing machine does the BJP have
that when it takes leaders from
other parties who are facing
corruption charges, turn clean
after they join the BJP?” He
alleged that Sarma was facing
corruption probes against him
in Louis Berger and Sharda
scams before joining the BJP,
but turned “clean” after joining

the saffron party.

Gogoi said the Congress
has four demands for the Modi
government -- an SIT be con-
stituted immediately under the
supervision of a sitting judge of
the Supreme Court to investi-
gate the matter and the SIT
must carry out its investigation
in a time-bound manner".

He said the ED, CBI, IT,
Serious Fraud Investigation
Office (SFIO) and all other
investigative agencies must be
asked to file a complaint and
initiate an investigation of all
such similar unlawful land
transfers in the state of Assam.

Giving more details, the
party leaders alleged that RBS
Realtors Private Limited
acquired most of the 18 acres
in two stages, first in 2006-2007
and then in 2009.

“Individuals that are land-
less and needy are granted
ceiling surplus land by the
Assam government and are
prohibited from selling that
land for a 10-year period, but
in 2009, a total of 11 bigha
three katha and four lessa
(3,01,674 square feet or 6.92
acres) of ceiling surplus land in
Bongora intended for and allot-
ted to supposedly needy indi-
viduals by the government of
Assam, was bought by the
company, violating the 10-year
lock-in period,” they said.

The Congress demanded
that all unlawful land transfers
to the aforementioned realtors
must be immediately cancelled
and provisions made to provide
alternative land to the landless
and needy people whose land
was unscrupulously taken
away.

Urban unemployment 9.1%,

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

The urban unemployment
rate stood at 9.1 per cent as
on December 18 which is the
highest since August. The all
India unemployment rate
recorded 7.6 per cent as on
December 17 which is also
high as compared to 7 per cent
in November. The rural unem-
ployment rate stood at 6.9 per
cent as compared to 6.44 per
cent in November.
Unemployment is going to be
a major poll issue in the
upcoming assembly polls in
five states.

The Centre for Monitoring
Indian Economy (CMIE),
which tracks the labour market

with proprietary tools, showed
that with 29.3 per cent Haryana
is in the top among the states
and union territories in unem-
ployment, followed by Jammu
and Kashmir with 21.4 per cent
and Rajasthan with 20.4 per
cent. Bihar ( 14.8 per cent),
Himachal Pradesh ( 13.6 per
cent), Tripura ( 13.4 per cent),
Goa ( 12.7 per cent) and
Jharkhand ( 11.2 per cent) are
among those states having dou-
ble digit unemployment in
December. The unemploy-
ment rate in Delhi is recorded
at 9.3 per cent.

The data showed the
unemployment rate declined
from 7.8 per cent in October to
7 per cent in November; the

employment rate rose by a
whisker from 37.28 per cent to
37.34 per cent. This translated
into employment increasing
by 1.4 million, from 400.8 mil-
lion to 402.1 million in
November 2021.

India's unemployment rate
at the national level stood at
7.75 per cent in October, 6.86
per cent in September, 8.32 per
cent in August, 6.96 per cent in
July, 9.17 per cent in June and
11.84 per cent in May. The
Urban unemployment rate
stood at 7.38 per cent in
October, 8.62 per cent in
September, 9.78 per cent in
August, 8.32 per cent in July,
10.08 per cent in June and
14.72 per cent in May. The

highest in 4 mths

rural unemployment rate stood
at 7.91 per cent in October, 6.06
per cent in September, 7.64 per
cent in August, 6.34 per cent in
July, 8.75 per cent in June and
10.55 per cent in May.
According to the CMIE,
the data in November showed
the labour participation rate
(LPR) has slipped. It fell from
40.41 per cent in October to
40.15 per cent in November.
This is the second consecutive
month of a fall in the LPR.
Cumulatively, the LPR has fall-
en by 0.51 percentage points
over October and November
2021. This makes it a signifi-
cant fall in the LPR compared
to average changes seen in
other months if we exclude the

months of economic shock
such as the lockdown.

As per the CMIE, the cre-
ation of additional jobs pushed
up India’s employment rate to
37.87% in September as com-
pared to 37.15% in August.
Further, the employment rate
in rural India jumped by 0.85
percentage points to 39.53% in
September as against 38.68% in
August while that in urban
India grew to 34.62% com-
pared with 34.15% in August.
Of the 8.5 million additional
people employed in September,
6.5 million or 76.5% of the total
employment generation was
in rural India,” CMIE stated in
its weekly labour market analy-
sis early this month.

Initiative to boost golden hour breastfeeding’

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B NEW DELHI

A mid declining breastfeeding rate
mainly due to rise in cesarean

delivery in the country, a unique ini-
tiative "National Accreditation Centre
for Breastfeeding Friendly Hospitals"
has been launched here to boost ‘gold-
en hour breastfeeding’ by helping the
would-be-mothers to choose from hos-
pitals that offer best maternity services.

As per experts, breastfeeding in the
first hour of birth of the baby, also called
as golden hour, helps regulate the
baby’s temperature, helps control their
respiration and lowers the risk of low
blood sugar. The Breastfeeding
Promotion Network of India (BPNI),
engaged in protection, promotion and
support of breastfeeding and
Association of Healthcare Providers of
India (AHPI), representating around
12,000 private hospitals including
maternity centres, have entered into a
strategic partnership and launched this
initiative.

Of around 20 maternity hospitals
from across the country who have
applied for accreditation so far, Chennai-
based Bloom Healthcare has become the
first one to get the certificate. Dr Kavitha
Gautham, Director of Bloom Healthcare,
said that mothers are losing out on the
opportunity to breast feed during the
golden hour due to C-section. “At our
hospital, we ensure basic needs of moth-
er and babies are met and bond is estab-
lished between them,” she added.

Dr Arun Gupta, brain child behind
the scheme and founder of the BPNI
added, “With the new practices in
place, babies born at the hospital can
spend more time at their mother’s
bedside. The staff is educated about the

primary requisite care needed for mom
and newborn”

According to the latest NFHS-5 sur-
vey the percentage of children under age
3 years of age who were breastfed with-
in one hour of birth remains around
41.8 per cent in India. The growing
number of Caesarean sections could
also contribute to delay in breastfeed-
ing, say the experts. Caesarean sections
have gone up from 17.2 per cent to 21.5
per cent. While this has gone up from
40.9% to 47.4% in private sector facil-
ities, it has gone up from 11.9% to 14.3%
in public sector facilities.

While exclusive breastfeeding has
improved across states, with overall
increase to 63.7 from 54.9 per cent, early
initiation of breastfeeding remains stag-
nant at 41.8 per cent and complemen-
tary feeding shows slight incline (42.7
in 2015-16 to 45.9 in 2019-21).

Dr Gupta stressed on creating
awareness among mothers about breast-
feeding in golden hours.

He said, before the pandemic only
41% of babies in India breastfed with-
in an hour of being born, a number that
has slid lower during the pandemic. The
reasons are numerous, but chief among

them is the widespread separation of
mother and baby at birth because of
confusion over guidelines and deep fear.

However, these are myths, Dr Gupta
said as he cited WHO revised guidelines
stating that the benefits of breastfeed-
ing outweighed any risks of covid-19
infection.

Absence of breastfeeding increases
the risk of illness in the infant from
infectious diseases: 53 per cent hospi-
talizations occur due to diarrhea, 27 per
cent low respiratory tract infection
that can be reduced through breast-
feeding, as per reports.
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‘Goa would have been liberated earlier had Sardar Patel lived longer’

Panaji: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
said that Goa would have been
liberated from Portuguese rule
much earlier had Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel lived for
some more time. Modi was
speaking at an event to cele-
brate Goa Liberation Day,
observed on December 19
every year to mark the day
Indian armed forces freed the
coastal state from Portuguese
rule in 1961.

Had Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel been alive for a little
more time, Goa would have
been liberated earlier, Modi
said. Patel, deputy PM in the
Nehru cabinet, died on
December 15, 1950. He is cred-
ited with the liberation of

Marathwada region in
Mabharashtra from erstwhile
Nizam's rule. On his recent visit
to Rome, Modi said, “Some
time ago, I went to Italy and the
Vatican City.

There I also had the
opportunity to meet Pope
Francis. I invited him to visit
India, to which Pope Francis
said “This is the greatest gift
you have given me.” This is his
love for India's diversity, our
radiant democracy” Modi laud-
ed freedom fighters, including
those from outside Goa, who
fought for the state's freedom.

When India got
Independence, they still con-
tinued the fight to liberate
Goa, he added. “They ensured
that the struggle to liberate Goa

did not end after India's inde-
pendence,” he said. Modi also
congratulated the Goa
Government for topping in
various parameters of good
governance.

The state has topped on
parameters like per capita
income, exclusive toilet facili-
ty for girls in schools, tap
water in every household, door
to door waste collection, and
food security, he said. Modi
remembered former Goa Chief
Minister late Manohar Parrikar,
saying he had understood the
potential of the state and nur-
tured it for welfare of the peo-
ple.

Parrikar, who was the
Defence Minister during the
first term of the Narendra

Modi Government, died on
March 17, 2019 after a long bat-
tle with pancreatic cancer.
During the Liberation Day
event, Modi felicitated freedom
fighters and veterans of
Operation Vijay operation

undertaken by the Indian mil-
itary to liberate Goa. Modi said
Goa came under Portugal rule
when a major part of the coun-
try was ruled by Mughals, but
centuries later, neither has Goa
forgotten its Indianness, nor

has India forgotten Goa. The
PM, who reached here this
afternoon to participate in the
celebrations marking 60 years
of the coastal state's liberation
from Portuguese rule, also wit-
nessed a fly past and sail parade
at Miramar. Modi inaugurated
multiple development projects,
including the renovated Fort
Aguada jail museum, super
specialty block at the Goa
Medical College and new South
Goa district hospital. The super
specialty block at the Goa
Medical College and Hospital
has been constructed at a cost
of over ¥380 crore under the
‘Pradhan Mantri Swasthya
Suraksha Yojana' scheme.
The new South Goa district
hospital, built at a cost of

around 3220 crore, is equipped
with modern medical infra-
structure, including OPD ser-
vices in 33 specialties, latest
diagnostic and laboratory facil-
ities and services like physio-
therapy and audiometry. The
re-development of the Aguada
Fort jail museum as a heritage
tourism destination under the
‘Swadesh Darshan Scheme' has
been done at a cost of over Rs
28 crore.

Before Goa's liberation, the
Aguada Fort was used to incar-
cerate and torture freedom
fighters. The museum will
highlight the contributions and
sacrifices made by prominent
freedom fighters who fought
for the liberation of Goa and
will be a befitting tribute to

them. Modi also inaugurated
an aviation skill development
centre at the Mopa airport and
a gas insulated substation at
Dabolim-Navelim in Margao.

He laid the foundation
stone for the India
International University of
Legal Education and Research
of the Bar Council of India
Trust at Goa. He also released
a Special Cover and Special
Cancellation to mark the
commemoration of Indian
armed forces freeing Goa from
Portuguese rule. Modi's visit to
the coastal state came ahead of
Goa Assembly elections sched-
uled early next year and the rul-
ing BJP's attempts to ward off
challenge by new entrant TMC
and other parties. PTI

2 held on espionage
charges in Rajouri

Jammu: Two persons were
arrested on charges of spying
for Pakistan in a village in bor-
der district of Rajouri in
Jammu & Kashmir, officials
said on Sunday.

A man working as a porter
with the Army and his relative,
both residents of Nowshera,
were picked up by a joint team
of the Army and police on a
specific information late
Saturday night, they said.

They said the duo is
accused of taking videos of vital
and sensitive security installa-
tions and sharing these with
their handlers outside the
country in lieu of money.

A case under relevant sec-
tions of law was registered and
further investigation is going
on, the officials added. PTI

People suffer as power strike

Those speaking in different voices will come
together with the goal to defeat BJP: Tharoor

Kolkata: Senior Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor on Saturday exud-
ed confidence that the Opposition
parties which have been speaking
against the grand old party will
come together as they share the
same goal of defeating BJP.

The former Union Minister
mocked the NDA Government at
the Centre over its decision to
observe Good Governance Week
and said the "substance of good
governance” is missing for the last
seven years as the politics of slogans
and symbolism have replaced good
governance.

Tharoor, who was speaking at
the launch of his book 'Pride,
Prejudice & Punditry’, said "Free
voices are being stifled in the
country presently." The book

by Prabha Khaitan Foundation.

"In politics even one week is a
very long time. So there is still two
and a half years to go for the next
Lok Sabha poll. We are hopeful that
those who are speaking in differ-
ent voices will come together to
defeat BJP. The goal is to defeat not
just the BJP but also its policies and
politics," he said at the sidelines of
the event.

Several opposition parties,
including TMC have attacked
Congress for its failure to put up a
fight against the BJP.

Asserting that good gover-
nance has been missing in the
country for the last seven years
since the BJP-led NDA came to
power at the Centre, Tharoor said
"My big problem with this gov-

governance for 52 weeks of the year.
So having good governance for just
one week may not be enough. They
(NDA) need to get their act togeth-
er and serve the entire time of the
year and not just once,"

Keeping up his attack, Tharoor
said "The problem with this gov-
ernment is that all these (Good
Governance Week) are gestures, the
politics of symbolism, the politics
of slogans. What you need to see
is the substance of good gover-
nance, which has been missing. All
we have is politics of slogans and
symbolism".

The Centre will launch a
nation wide campaign on Monday
for redressal of public grievances
and improvising service delivery,
especially in rural areas as part of

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B JAMMU

mid harsh weather conditions, a power

crisis deepened across the Union
Territory of Jammu & Kashmir on Sunday
as the standoff between the striking
employees of the Power development
department and the Government repre-
sentatives lingered on for the second con-
secutive day even at the end of several
rounds of negotiations.

Responding to the crisis situation, the
Divisional administration in Jammu
province late evening sought assistance from
the Indian Army to assist in the restoration
of essential services. The situation in
Kashmir, where sub zero temperature con-
ditions prevailed across different district
headquarters, a large section of the popu-
lation was facing numerous hardships in the
absence of power supply.

Over 20,000 Power employees launched

amid sub-zero temp hits J&K

to press for their four-point demands,
including shelving a proposed joint venture
between the Jammu & Kashmir Power
Transmission Corporation Limited and
the Power Grid Corporation of India
Limited.

The employees, from all Unions and
Associations, from linemen to senior
Engineers, decided to go on indefinite strike
after failure of talks with the Government
and staged demonstrations in the twin cap-
ital cities besides various district head-
quarters. On Sunday, the two rounds of talks
failed to end the deadlock following which
the UT administration came into action
mode.\

Till late evening, army personnel from
the Military engineering services were
deployed across different grid stations to
restore the snapped power lines while
large number of technical teams were
deployed along with policemen to restore

launch programme was organised

ernment is that there is no good

the Good Governance Week. PTI

their indefinite strike past Friday midnight

the power lines as early as possible.

CPM’s Sky Line Rail project

runs into rough weather

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN B KOCHI

The ruling CPI(M) in Kerala
is getting isolated in getting
its dream Sky Line Rail Project
implemented as Opposition is
growing by the day to the
365,000 crore project even
from the constituents in the
Left Democratic Front. The
CP], the second largest partner
in the LDF has made its oppo-
sition known to the project
which connects Kasaragod in
the north with
Thiruvananthapuram in the
south by a semi high speed rail
which could be covered in less
than four hours.

According to Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, the
530 km the semi-high speed
rail corridor connecting
Kasaragod and
Thiruvananthapuram would
bring down the travel time
between the northern and
southern ends of Kerala to less
than four hours against the pre-
sent 12 hours.

Though this is music to the
ears of the layman, environ-
mentalists and transport
experts have come out in the
open questioning the feasibil-
ity of the project. “This would
lead to massive eviction of
people, destruction of lush
green paddy fields and destruc-
tion of the already fragile envi-
ronment of Kerala. The truth is
that there is no need for such
a project in Kerala,) said E
Sreedharan, former chief of
Delhi Metro Corporation and
the nations’s leading authority
on rail projects.

He said he would have
supported the project had it
helped Kerala economically,
ecologically and in emerging as
a developed State. “But this is
a project which would destroy
the State in all sense,” said
Sreedharan.

N K Premachandran, four
time MP and former minister
of Kerala, who is regarded as a
supporter of any development
initiatives, too made it known
that the K-Rail project exposed
the double standard of the
CPI(M). “The CPI(M)’s 2018
resolution after the party’s all
India Congress says that it
opposes the Bullet Train pro-
ject connecting Ahmedabad
and Mumbai. The party staged
demonstrations across the
country condemning the pro-
ject. How come they are push-
ing for the K-Line project?
The truth is that what Kerala
needs right now is not a semi-
high speed rail project to be
built by acquiring land belong-
ing to the poor. If the Kerala
government is serious about
connecting Kasaragod and
Thiruvananthapuram, it could
be done by modernizing the
signal system and laying addi-
tional tracks along the present
route,” Premachandran told
The Pioneer.

He pointed out that a
detailed study proves that the
proposed rail line could not be
completed with ¥65,000 crore.
“Experts with whom we held
discussions say that the project
would require more than Rs
two lakh crore to complete”,
said Premachandran who was

an ally of the CPI(M) once.

Saturday saw the Congress-
led opposition staging demon-
strations across the State
demanding the dropping of the
K-Rail. Former Chief Minister
Oommen Chandi said the
Congress was totally against
any project which would throw
35,000 people into the streets.
Out of the 1,383 hectare land
required for the project, 1200
hectare land was with poor
people.

“Let the Government come
out with a detailed project
report and environmental
impact analysis. Then we will
see the futility of the project,”
said Premachandran.

V Muraleedharan, Union
Minister of state for external
affairs, said at
Thiruvananthapuram that the
project was yet to get approval
either from the Railway min-
istry or from Union govern-
ment. The K-Line project is
already in the news because of
the Kerala Government’s deci-
sion to appoint relatives of
ministers, MPs and party lead-
ers in top positions. It was
announced last week that wife
of John Brittas , the CPI(M)’s
Rajya Sabha MP, has been
appointed as deputy general
manager on deputation basis to
K-Rail. This comes at a time
when there are charges against
the CPI(M) for appointing
wives/close relations of at least
a dozen senior leaders as asso-
ciate professors and assistant
professors in violation of all
norms in various universities in
the State.

Will be with you
to fight injustice:

Rahul to scribes

New Delhi: Former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi on
Sunday pledged his support to
journalists whenever there is
any injustice or violence against
them.

He talked about media
freedom in a tweet where he
shared reports about attacks on
journalists in the country.

"Sad! Many media col-
leagues only show the face of
only one person, suppress the
voice of the opposition and do
not allow it to reach to the pub-
lic. Did that person ever raise
a voice for you?" Gandhi said.

The Congress leader has
been accusing the media of sid-
ing with the prime minister and
the ruling BJP and of not giv-
ing space to the voice of the

opposition.

"Do whatever you feel is
right, but if there will be injus-
tice or violence against you,
then I will always be with you
in future, as I have been in the
past,” he said in a tweet in
Hindi, using the hashtag
"#PressFreedom". PTI

Maha: 20K illegal
structures to be

razed in 3 mths in
Kalyan-Dombivali

Thane: Around 20,000 illegal
constructions within Kalyan
Dombivali Municipal
Corporation limits in Thane
district will be demolished in
the next three months, civic
chief Vijay Suryavanshi said on
Sunday.

He said he had held a
meeting with officials recently
to prepare an action plan for
the razing work, which is
expected to begin in a couple
of weeks.

"These structures include
shops, restaurants, hotels, as
well as chawls where extra
rooms have been built. We
have issued notices to 15,000
people  connected to
these unauthorized structures.
Over 350 cases have been filed
over unauthorized construc-
tions in KDMC limits," he
said. PTI

Atiger plays inside its enclosure at Lucknow zoo on Sunday

Maha: 36 fall ill after eating prasad
In Panvel; sweet shop owner booked

Thane: Thirty-six people fell ill after
having prasad in a village in Panvel,

an official said on Sunday.

The prasad was distributed at a
temple in Rithghar on Saturday on the
occasion of Datta Jayanti', Panvel
tehsildar Vijay Talekar told PTI.

"Thirty-six people complained of
giddiness, nausea and stomach prob-
lems after having prasad. They were

admitted in a hospital and many have

been discharged too. All are stable at
the moment. A medical team is in the
village to monitor the situation," he

said.

Panvel taluka police station
senior inspector Ravindra Duandkar
said the owner of the Khopoli-based
shop from where the sweets distrib-

The prasad was
distributed at a temple in
Rithghar on Saturday on

the occasion of ‘Datta
Jayanti’, Panvel tehsildar
Vijay Talekar said.

cipal.

others).

case, he added.

uted as prasad were bought has been
booked under IPC sections 273 (sale
of noxious food or drink) and 336 (act
endangering life or personal safety of

No arrest has been made in the

PTI

Guest lecturer arrested for
harassing girl student in K'taka

Mangaluru: A guest lecturer at a Government col-
lege in Dakshina Kannada district has been arrest-
ed for allegedly sexually harassing a 20-year-old girl
student of the institution.

The arrested person has been identified as
Vignesh (40), police sources said.

The victim, who is a final year degree student
at the college, used to get unwanted messages from
the lecturer for the last one year after online class-
es. The messages stopped when the girl warned him
that she would present the matter before the prin-

Oflate, the man started following the girl on the
college campus asking her to marry him and alleged-
ly threatened her against filing a complaint.

The girl lodged a complaint at the
Shankaranarayana police station, after which the
man was arrested on charges under Section 354 of
IPC. He was produced before the magistrate and was
granted bail, the sources said.

PTI

Our ‘Ladki Hoon Lad Sakti Hoon” campaign forced
other parties to talk about women, says Priyanka

Rae Bareli (UP): Congress
general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra on Sunday
accused rival parties of ignor-
ing women, saying they start-
ed talking about women only
after her party gave the slogan
of 'Ladki Hoon Lad Sakti Hoon
(I'am a girl and I can fight)".

Addressing the 'Ladki
Hoon Lad Sakti Hoon -- Shakti
Samvaad' organised here under
the party's women empower-
ment campaign, she said the
Congress' "one small initiative
has awakened all the political
parties".

The Congress has
announced it will give 40 per
cent of tickets to women can-

didates in the upcoming Uttar
Pradesh polls. ‘Ladki Hoon
Lad Sakti Hoon is one of the
slogans it has given to under-
SCOre women power.

"The impact of my initiative
was so much that now all
political parties are talking
about women," Vadra told the
event. "Day after tomorrow, the
Prime Minister is going to
hold a public meeting in which
only women have been invited.
Now, all the political parties
have started speaking about
women."

She also took a dig at
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and the elaborate arrangements
at his rally venue, and for

using tele-prompter.

"The programme venues of
the Prime Minister fully resem-
ble a film set and they are
organised in that manner. The
prime minister reads promi-
nent (Sanskrit) shlokas, and
everyone feels he knows them.
But, there is a tele-prompter
from which he reads."

She also accused the Prime
Minister  of  "selling"
Government properties to his
"capitalist friends". "It seems
Modiji has realised for the first
time in his political life that he
has do something for women
else he will not get their votes.
Hence, a large meeting is going
to take place and women will

be brought in buses. All of
them will be wearing yellow
sarees, and the prime minister
will deliver his speech.”

Talking about her party,
she said she has "strength-
ened" the Congress here. "Tell
me which is the party in Uttar
Pradesh whose 18,000 workers
have gone to jail in the past
one-and-half years? It is the
Congress."

She also called on the
women to unite to change the
course of the country's politics.
"You give us strength, we will
give you strength. Once we
stand up together to fight,
then nobody will be able to stop
us." PTI

Situation in J&K
worsened after

abrogation of Article
370: Menbooba

Jammu: Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) president
Mehbooba Mufti on Sunday
claimed the situation in Jammu
& Kashmir has worsened after
the abrogation of Article 370
and called on the people of the
union territory to stand up for
their "snatched" rights.

Addressing a party con-
vention in Poonch district,
Mehbooba termed the Centre's
decision to revoke Article 370
"wrong, unconstitutional and
undemocratic” and alleged it
played with the dignity and
honour of the people of Jammu
& Kashmir.

She also cast doubts on the
Centre's intention to hold
assembly elections in Jammu
and Kashmir. T h e
Centre revoked the special sta-
tus of the erstwhile state of
Jammu and Kashmir and split
it into two union territories on
August 5, 2019.

"In view of the prevailing
situation, the biggest responsi-
bility lies with the youth. The sit-
uation has worsened after the
abrogation of Article 370 and
they (Centre) are not only tak-
ing away our land and jobs but
have also played with our hon-
our and dignity. They will not
stop till they finish our exis-
tence," Mehbooba said.

If people want to keep
Jammu and Kashmir alive, the
only option before them is to
stand up for their "snatched"
rights with determination and
unity, "otherwise they (Centre)
will loot everything from us",
she said.

"Our struggle did not end
on August 5 (2019), instead it
was the day when it actually
started. We need your support
to take this struggle to its logi-
cal conclusion in a peaceful
manner, without picking up
guns and stones," she added.

The PDP leader alleged the
youth of Jammu and Kashmir
are driven to frustration so that
they can ruin their lives by tak-
ing to drugs or picking up guns
to get killed.

On the Centre's announce-
ment to hold assembly elections
in Jammu and Kashmir after the
completion of the delimitation
exercise, Mehbooba said, "I do
not know whether polls will be
held because they will not con-
duct the elections till they are
100 per cent sure of dividing the
majority vote."

"They have already sepa-
rated the Hindus and are brow-
beating Dalits. Now they want
to divide Muslim votes on the
lines of various names, parties
and sects. They have already
created many parties and their
only intention is to gain a
majority in the assembly so that
they can justify the August 5,
2019 decision," she said.

"They want to weaken our
case against the August 5 devel-
opment in the Supreme Court,"
she said. Mehbooba also
defended her father Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed's decision
to join hands with the BJP to
form the government in Jammu
& Kashmir, saying his only
desire was to end the bloodshed
and resolve the Kashmir issue.

"We have not lost hope and
will continue to strive for the
resolution of the Kashmir issue
to usher in peace and develop-
ment in J&K," she said, adding
"we acceded to Gandhi's India
and not his assassin Godse's
India".

Referring to the anti-
encroachment drive, Mehbooba
said people are being "deprived"
of land they have had for gen-
erations "on the pretext that it
is state's land".

This land is being used for
constructing buildings for the
security forces in the Valley and
outsiders in the Jammu region,
she claimed. PTI
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Fair sex?

The SC, Govt may have been brushing it under

the carpet but marital rape must be punished

hat marital rape is not criminalised in the 21st century India tells us how incom-
Tplete a woman’s quest for her rights still is. The rights women have or are yet

to have, are expected to protect their dignity, privacy, consent and choice.
Exception 2 of Section 375 of the IPC tramples on all of them. It says sexual inter-
course by a man with his wife, who is 15 or above, is not rape even if it is with-
out her consent and against her will. Marital rape is the worst form of exploitation
of a woman and is a crime. Yet, in India, a parliamentary standing committee says
because child marriages still take place, Exception 2 protects such brides from mar-
ital rape if they are under 15 years of age. The Government says marital rape can-
not be applied in the Indian context because of factors like illiteracy, social cus-
toms, values and the people’s mindset towards marriage. The Law Commission
views the revocation of Exception 2 as “excessive interference with the marital rela-
tionship”. Such attitudes need to go because a woman is not the property of the
husband after marriage. The call for revoking Exception 2 becomes shriller after
the Supreme Court’s two historical orders; one that
bodily autonomy is part of one’s right to privacy
and, two, that right to privacy is a fundamental right.
These rights back consent for sex after marriage.
It is time the Supreme Court, which on several occa-
sions in the past chose not to deal with the issue,
revokes Exception 2 so that it does not mock the
rights women enjoy.

The Guijarat High Court last week took a step
in the right direction by issuing notices in a plea
challenging the legality of Exception 2. The court
noted that the rule “could be termed as manifest-
ly arbitrary and makes a woman’s fundamental right to sexual autonomy subject
to the whims of her husband”. Ideally, the Supreme Court should intervene at this
juncture and review Exception 2. At the same time, it serves the cause of women
better if the Government also launches a nationwide debate on the issue. The point
is, laws are made every day but in reality they do not always bring relief to the ben-
eficiaries. Laws dealing with social issues cannot be effective without the commit-
ted support of people. If we call ourselves modern, educated and socially aware,
we should by now already be calling for revoking Exception 2. What an irony that
laws protect a married Indian woman from rapists but not rape by her husband. If
a woman can decide when to marry, whom to marry and when to have a child, she
should also have the right to consent to sex with her husband. Sexual intimacy between
a couple is delicate, with no place for force and coercion. The husband must realise
that consummation requires him to respect the dignity that marriage confers on both
of them equally.

A Sikh guard holds a spear as devotees arrive at the Golden Temple AP

Brrrr...

The year may be ending but the hardships it
has thrown our way are seemingly far from it

f the early signs are anything to go by, most of the nation is going to experi-

ence a chilly winter this year. The year 2021 has seen extreme vagaries of nature.

On the one hand, there was Corona taking a heavy toll on lives; on the other,
there were nature-related hardships. From a scorching summer to massive rains,
2021 had it all. While a heavy downpour played havoc with people’s lives down
south, the chilly winter is already sending a shiver down the spine in the north. A
cold wave has gripped northern India with record low temperatures being record-
ed across States. And, mind it, we are not yet past New Year’s eve and January
is supposed to be the coldest month. In some parts
of the country, the temperatures have plummet-
ed below zero. The Capital and the NCR are already
in the grip of extreme cold conditions. A minimum
temperature of 4.6°C was recorded in the
Safdarjung area, as per the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) data. The Capital on Saturday
already recorded its first official ‘cold day’ of the
season in mid-December. When the minimum tem-
perature is less than or equal to 10°C and the max-
imum temperature is at least 4.5°C below normal,
it is said to be a ‘cold day’.

The cold wave is caused by winds blowing from snow-covered Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand. Noteworthy minimum temperatures were also record-
ed in Fatehpur (Sikar) and Churu in Rajasthan at -3.3°C and -1.1°C, respectively.
On Saturday, extreme cold conditions were observed across Uttarakhand. Ranichauri
recorded the coldest day of the year so far on Friday, at 2.7°C. According to the
IMD, the minimum average temperature in Uttarakhand on Saturday was 3.8°C,
three degrees lower than normal. It is time the Governments across the States in
north India woke up to the onslaught of an extreme winter this year and in 2022.
Most cold countries generally do not have to make any special arrangements as
itis a recurring phenomenon but, here in India, this sudden dip in temperature albeit
for a short period can prove to be fatal. Neither the commoners nor the adminis-
tration can cope with the extreme weather. The ‘rainbaseras’ (makeshift tents for
the homeless) need to be in place before people start succumbing to winter. The
authorities must brace up to protect our vulnerable citizens from the cold condi-
tions; as if Corona wasn’t deadly enough for people.

On the freedom of |
speech, expression -2

¥
RAJPUT

The right has been provided for in the Constitution, but it comes with
responsibilities. It is to be exercised under reasonable restrictions

he moral fibre and eth-
ical conduct of a people
is put to test in tough

times; it could be a war,
pandemic, natural disaster or
national tragedy. Over the years,
India has witnessed frequent
and upsetting instances of decay
in decency and decorum, as also
in morals and ethics in public
life. This is, however, defended
in Article 19(1) (a) of the
Constitution: “All citizens shall
have the right to freedom of
speech and expression.” Vested
interests invariably ignore com-
pletely the well-established fact
that it is not an absolute right;
it is to be exercised under rea-
sonable restrictions. Conscious
of its possible misuse, the
Constitution makers allowed
the Government to frame laws
to ensure its use only in the right
spirit, and under no conditions
in a manner that could in any

way jeopardise the integrity and
sovereignty of India.

In the last couple of years,
we have witnessed blatant and
shameless misuse of these pro-
visions ; some young people
went to the extent of shouting
slogans in public: “Bharat tere
tukde honge” and, not surpris-
ingly, found prominent political
luminaries supporting them.
An analysis of their support base
would indicate it emanates from
amongst those who just cannot
think beyond electoral advan-
tage even at the cost of adverse-
ly impacting the impressionable
minds. The increase in the free-
dom of expression may be seen
in social media where there are
practically no restrictions, and
even vulgar language can be
used without any hesitation.
Two instances of the recent
past could be an eye-opener to
the uninitiated.

Could Dr Ram Manohar
Lohia, or JP, ever imagine a for-
mer Chief Minister publicly stat-
ing that let the PM stay in
Varanasi for a couple of months,
as people do in their last days?
Could a junior Union Minister
pounce upon a journalist and
abuse him? Could he ever think
how Pt Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
would have reacted? A wrong is
a wrong even if the whole world
endorses it. One is indeed wor-
ried how irresponsible utterance

and uncivilised behaviour in
public life would impact the
lives of young people. The
manner an elected representa-
tive expressed his views on
rape victims in the Karnataka
Assembly on December 15,
2021, and the way most MLAs
were seen enjoying it shall
make everyone hang his head
in shame. Did the MLA and
his colleagues ever ascertain
how it would impact the ado-
lescents? Talk to teachers of
any stage, they will come out
on why unacceptable behav-
ioural changes are taking place
in their institutions. Over the
last five decades, the manner
Parliament and Assembly pro-
ceedings are impacting young
behaviour requires serious
study, analysis and a conse-
quent rethink.

In this background, let
one painfully recall the trag-
ic helicopter crash that extin-
guished the life of CDS
General Bipin Rawat, his wife
and 12 other defence person-
nel. It shook the entire nation;
people of India have so much
faith in our defence systems
and personnel. People won-
dered whether there could be
a lapse in the flight protocol,
or if it was just a natural dis-
aster. It was indeed so
poignant that the departure of
this distinguished couple sad-

CONSCIOUS OF ITS
POSSIBLE MISUSE,
THE CONSTITUTION
MAKERS ALLOWED
THE GOVERNMENT
TO FRAME LAWS
TO ENSURE ITS
USE ONLY IN

THE RIGHT SPIRIT,
AND UNDER NO
CONDITIONS IN A
MANNER THAT
COULD IN ANY WAY
JEOPARDISE THE
INTEGRITY AND
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dened every family, from the
little ones to the elderly. While
the tragedy shocked every
right-thinking Indian, there
was something extremely dis-
gusting, too. The so-termed
social media revealed the ugly
face of certain fringe ele-
ments that survive on defam-
ing India and its armed forces.
Their venomous presence cir-
culated in the social media as
they rejoiced and celebrated
the heart-wrenching depar-
ture of India’s first CDS.
Obviously, such observations
could come from the enemies
of India, from outside India.
It hurts far more when, in the
name of freedom of expres-
sion, insensitive utterances
come from within! It is no
secret that certain elements
have social unrest, communal
tensions and even vulcanisa-
tion of India on their agenda.

Sadly enough, such acts
and actions are encouraged
and sponsored by frustrated
elements that are keen on
getting political advantage.
They do not understand how
to get to the set of power fol-

lowing the right path indicat-

SOVEREIGNTY edby Dr Ambedkar who had
very clearly stated that in

OF INDIA framing the Constitution, they

were not merely “laying down
a mechanism to enable people
to come and capture power’;

HOGGING ALL THE HONOURS, PM MODI
Sir — The Government of Bhutan has
conferred the country’s highest civilian
award — the Order of the Druk Gyalpo
— on PM Narendra Modi on Bhutan’s
114th National Day. It reflects Indian
Prime Minister Narenrdra Modi's grow-
ing stature as a global statesman. When
Narendra Modi took over as the 14th
Prime Minister of India, the first visit he
undertook was to Bhutan. He is also the
first foreign Head of Government to
receive Bhutan’s highest civilian award.
This has added to PM Narendra Modi's
long list of prestigious international
awards from various foreign
Governments and organisations across
the globe.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
been conferred with many prestigious
global civilian honours by several
nations. These recognitions are a reflec-
tion of his leadership and vision which
has strengthened India’s emergence on
the global stage politically and econom-
ically. It also reflects India’s growing ties
with countries around the world. With
these several prestigious global honours,
Narendra Modi has joined some reput-
ed global leaders who are the recipient
of such coveted awards.

Ramesh G Jethwani | Bengaluru

CRYPTO CAN HELP, BUT USE CAUTION
Sir — The central bank of India is still
considering changes to the cryptocurren-
cy framework. Cryptos represent an
opportunity for the development of the
economic infrastructure of India. But the
RBI is in complete favour of putting a ban
on cryptocurrency as many nations
believe that the social and political val-
ues of cryptos are too high. However, this
digital asset can support our economy;,
promote investment and innovation
and also help deal with the rising infla-
tion.

Primarily, we should focus on edu-
cation about the risks, non-insurance
crimes and cyber attacks relating to cryp-
tocurrency. As the global cryptocurren-
cy market is as big as the entire Indian
economy, we should not say no to such

E EDITOR

Clear and present danger

Organisation (WHQ), the Omicron vari-

ant of Coronavirus has spread to 89
countries and it could soon outpace the Delta
variant. The new variant of concern is spread-
ing significantly faster and the number of
cases is doubling in a span of 1.5 to 3 days
in areas with community transmission. US
President Joe Biden’s warning of a ‘winter
of death’ among the unvaccinated strikes a
very frightening note. The G7 has described
the latest variant as the ‘biggest threat to

According to the World Health

an opportunity. Instead, we should be
detecting and preventing the risk factors
of the investment in cryptocurrencies.
Also, new crypto tokens and Initial Coin
Offerings (ICOs) should not be allowed
for now because it will be risky for the
public due to lack of knowledge and
experience about frauds. Cryptocurrency
can be a building block for our econom-
ic infrastructure but only if it is based on
education and regulation with essential
safety measures.

Swati Pandey | Ujjain

KANCHI DESERVES HERITAGE STATUS

Sir — Kanchipuram, which is a primeval
town in southern Tamil Nadu, deserves
heritage status as the town has a sus-
tained history and monuments covering
over 2,000 years. Even today, the town
bears testimony to the history of its rich
art despite decades having rolled by.
When one talks about Kanchipuram, its
ancient temples, world renowned silk

world health’. Experts caution that India faces
the alarming prospect of Omicron-driven
third wave in February. It is feared that it may
even necessitate lockdowns, further exac-
erbating the recent economic downturns.

People with weaker immunity run the
risk of developing severe illnesses. The
greatest worry is that Omicron could par-
tially escape immunity from vaccines and
past infections. The variant is still in its
‘nascent’ stage to comprehend and assess
fully its impact on health. Given the inter-
connections between different parts of the
world, COVID-19 has to be combated both
locally and globally. Vaccine inequity gives
room for the virus to mutate into new forms.
The Omicron threat is real in India as in the
rest of the world. It is cause for concern that
the number of Omicron cases are on the rise
in India. Over 120 Omicron cases reported
so far could increase exponentially. We must
be alert to this possibility and be prepared
for such an eventuality.

G David Milton | Maruthancode

sarees, and of course, the Kanchi
Kamakoti Peetham or the Kanchi Mutt
- all occupy the mind instantly.

The town’s history dates back to the
third century. It was the seat of power for
Pallavas, Cholas and Vijayanagara
empires. With each dynasty adding to its
glorious architectural heritage through
temples, Kanchipuram naturally became
an important pilgrim centre and is
counted as one of the seven sacred cities
of Hinduism. This most ancient of
south Indian cities, for all its glory, truly
deserves to be declared as a Unesco
Heritage City for preserving its rich her-
itage of arts from time immemorial.
Kanchi has a glorious history which has
successfully been carried over for cen-
turies, a Unesco heritage status will help
in making it known even more.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai

Send your feedback to;
letterstopioneer@gmail.com

it was much more than that.
Every right has a correspond-
ing duty. When Gandhiji was
consulted on the Draft of the
World Charter of Human
Rights, which was being
framed by the Unesco in its
initial years, he wrote to
Director General Julian
Huxley: “The very right to live
accrues to us only when we do
the duty of citizenship of the
world. Every other right can
be shown to be usurpation
hardly worth fighting for”
Interestingly, in this very let-
ter, Gandhiji had also men-
tioned who initiated him in
these views: “Ilearnt from my
illiterate but wise mother that
all rights to be deserved and
preserved came from duty
well done” Clearly, learning
begins at home, continues in
schools and colleges, and this
prepares one for lifelong learn-
ing; the most emphasised
objective of education in the
21st century. The right to
freedom of speech mentioned
in Article 19(1) (a) has to be
coupled with the fundamen-
tal duties contained in Article
51(A) of the Fundamental
Duties, which was not includ-
ed in the original Constitution.
(The author works in
education, social cohesion and
religious amity. The views
expressed are personal.)
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It was a revolt
did not function.

Union Minister
—Smriti Irani

Since | came to
exile in India as a
refugee, | found the
practice of non-vio-
lence and religious
harmony to be
excellent here.

Tibetan spiritual leader
—Dalai Lama

At the end of the
day, if your films are
not doing well,
nobody’s going to
put money on you.

Actor
—Abhishek Bachchan

Can someone please
smack Nathan Lyon?
An off-spinner with
zero variations and
. bowling on the world
cricket’s flattest road.

Former England batsman
—Kevin Pietersen

Show me a State
which generates
more than 3,000
crore from sand J
mining. Kejriwal 2
knows nothing about Punjab.

Punjab Congress chief
—Navijot Singh Sidhu
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FOSSIL FUEL MAY SOON
BE ‘STRANDED ASSET’

There will be enough cuts in fossil fuel use soon
enough, giving nightmares to producers globally

1% /}?‘-73

GWYNNE DYER
An article with the innocuous title 'Reframing Incentives for Climate

Policy Action' in the scientific journal 'Nature Energy' is explosive.

It explains why about half of the world's oil and gas industry will
die in the next 15 years, while the other half enjoys one last frenzied
round of growth.

Lead author Jean-Frangois Mercure of Exeter University told The
Guardian: "People will keep investing in fossil fuels until suddenly the
demand they expected does not materialise and they realise what they
own is worthless." Stranded assets, in other words. But that won't hap-
pen everywhere in fifteen years' time; just in some places.

The authors of the article took the national pledges of 'Net Zero by
2050 that have proliferated across the planet recently, worked out what
that implies in terms of declining demand for oil and gas, and identified
which oil and gas exporting countries will still be in the game by the
mid-2030s.

Not all the Net Zero pledges will be kept in full, of course. Even the
big emission cuts that are made as promised will be back-end loaded
so that most of them happen after 2030, not on the watch of the peo-
ple who are now making these promises.

There will be still enough cuts in fossil fuel use, soon enough, to
create a nightmare of falling global demand for all the fossil-fuel pro-
ducers of the world. Anybody can see that. It takes a little more work
to calculate who goes under and who doesn't; or at least not right away.

For the sake of completeness, the authors do offer one scenario where
all the world's oil and gas producers, or at least OPEC, get together and
cut their production in lock-step. Their incomes will all go down, but at
least the pain will be shared equally.

What they foresee is that the lowest-cost producers, Saudi Arabia
and the other Gulf states, will go for broke. Nobody can compete with
them on price (they can make a profit even when oil costs only $20 a
barrel), so they will flood the world market with cheap oil.

They haven't done that in the past because they could make much
more per barrel if the supply stayed tight. But that's a long-term per-
spective, and there is no long term for fossil fuels any more.

If it is clear that a lot of oil and gas assets are going to stay in the
ground forever because of shrinking demand, then it is your patriotic
duty to make sure that the stranded assets belong to other countries,
not to yours.

So, drop your price to $20 a barrel, drive all the higher cost com-
petitors out of the market, and sell as much you can before demand
collapses entirely.

The authors of the paper calculate that Saudi Arabia, for example,
could earn $1.7 trillion before demand completely dries up if it goes the
fire sale' route, compared to only $1.3 trillion if it cooperates with all
the non-Arab members of OPEC and tries to hold oil and gas prices up.
$400 billion is a big difference, so which way do you think they'll jump?

Who goes to the wall first in this scenario? High-cost producers
working in tar sands, oil shales, deep water and Arctic areas, so Canada,
the United States, Latin America, and Russia. But even the lowest-cost
producers go broke by 2050, if all those ‘Net Zero by 2050' pledges
come true.

The predictions about oil and gas are quite persuasive, but if too
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A nemesis that .
NATO wouldn’t WantJﬁL

NISHTHA KAUSHIKI

While the US and Britain have decided to boycott the Beijing 2022 Winter
Olympics, the EU has refrained from taking a collective stand on the issue

challenger to NATO first emerged in :

one of its documents in 2019, and by :
2020-21, it has become its "systemic rival". :
From a Euro-Atlantic perspective, Russia :
is a direct military threat that does not shy :
away from a head-on clash. Its primary :
focus is on its immediate strategic back- :
yard- Eastern Europe and Central Asia. On :
the other hand, China has violent tenden- :
cies towards its neighbours and political- :
ly intimidates the countries of other :
regions by actively using its economic and
political clout. Further, it has forged :
strategic partnerships with authoritarian
countries, attempts to change the existing :
security architectures by challenging the :
freedom of navigation of commercial :
ships by buying or financing strategic assets :
worldwide. Thus, it has a global strategic :
agenda and is far more dangerous than :

The mention of China as a potential :

Russia for the EU and NATO.

There has been an upward trend of :
trade between the EU and China. During :
the first nine months of 2020, the bilater- :
al trade between the two was Euro 425.5 :
billion. Simultaneously, the EU-US trade :
saw a downward trend of -11.4 percent for :
imports and -10 percent for exports. :
With regard to the Chinese BRI, in 2018, :
China marked its strategic presence in :
North-Western Europe with the takeover :
of Zeebrugge terminal in Belgium and :
Greece's Piraeus seaport,followed by cru-
cial infrastructural development projects :
in Spain, Italy and Greece. Germany's :
Duisburg inland port should not be :
missed either. The EU and NATO essen- :
tially see the 17+1 format as a leapfrog :
approach by Beijing that threatens the :

region's security.

In 2019, two significant develop- :
ments took place. First, at the EU-China :
summit in April 2019, a few states :
opposed a standard EU stand against :
China, given its strategic influence. :
Second, Italy was the first G7 country to
join the BRI. Thus, the cracks in the sol- :
idarity of the EU began to appear. In the :
investments sector, the regulatory prefer- :
ences for the 5G rollout have been chiefly :
guided by the US. The EU security con- :
cerns have vetted the domestic legal :
guidelines of individual states, and hence, :
all efforts have been made to sideline :
Huawei, which is primarily seen as a :
"Trojan Horse". As China aims to become :
a world leader in Artificial Intelligence by :
2030, the penetration of Huawei and other :
such critical technologies such as biotech-
nology and robotics, the propaganda :
warfare through disinformation cam- :
paigns challenges both Europe and the US. :
The additional challenge 'democratic :
backsliding' due to the Chinese influence :
over the fragile partners of the EU and the :
'potential members' can also not be :

missed. In light of this, the 2021 summit - (The writer is an Assistant

Professor at Central

University of Punjab,

Bathinda. The views
expressed are personal.)

communiqué acknowledged the evolving :
nature of warfare involving the malicious
use of Al apart from simultaneous attacks :
with hypersonic missiles. The threat has :

THE ‘DOUBLE ENGINE’ GOVERNMENT IS

AS CHINA AIMS
TO BECOMEA
WORLD LEADER
IN ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE
BY 2030, THE
PENETRATION OF '
HUAWEI AND
OTHER SUCH
CRITICAL
TECHNOLOGIES
SUCH AS
BIOTECHNOLOGY '
AND ROBOTICS,
THE PROPAGANDA
WARFARE
THROUGH
DISINFORMATION '
CAMPAIGNS
CHALLENGES
BOTH EUROPE
AND THE US

thus become three-fold -- a fully
modernised conventional attack
i with the potential of a supplement-

ed nuclear attack apart from the
i emerging contours of hybrid war-
fare and the questions of the con-
tinuance of supply chains. In a nut-
shell, the Chinese policies of
geostrategic and geo-economic
penetration apart from its Military-
Civil Fusion (MCF) strategy con-
stitute the core of its "systemic chal-
lenge".

During the Cold War, it was
asserted that the security of Western
Europe depended upon the con-
¢ tainment of the Soviet Union.
Nevertheless, with the 'unipolar
moment' gradually coming to an
¢ end with the US overstretch with
i wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, the
i incorporation of Russia in the
Atlantic partnership would proba-
bly have allowed NATO to geo-
graphically and politically cross the
i barriers of Eurasia. Consequently,
i today from "spoiler states", Russia
i and China have rapidly trans-
: formed themselves into "revision-
i ist states", and the role of China is
i a much profound one. With Joint
: exercises of both the countries in
i the Mediterranean and the Baltic
i Seaand Beijing's recent outreach to
i Equatorial Guinea to establish its
i first permanent military mission in
i the Atlantic, the Euro Atlantic
. insecurities will increase all the
i more.

: Had the Sino-Russo strategic
i convergences been nipped in the

i bud itself by strategic re-evaluation
i and the inclusion of Russia in
i NATO, the story of geopolitics
i perhaps could have been funda-
¢ mentally different, both for the EU

and as for South Asia. Acceptance
of Russia as an "equal” would have
probably done away with the heart-
burns that Moscow has right now.
The inability to accept that hybrid
warfare (4th and 5th generation)
would necessitate politically
expanding the horizons of deter-
rence against a new rising power
(China) has done more harm than
good to NATO. The visionary
approach of including Russia in
NATO was discouraged when
Russia's request to join the organ-
isation was turned down by the U.S.
not once but thrice, leading to the
creation of new political faultlines.
It also led to strengthening the Sino-
Russo alliance apart from leaving a
geopolitical vacuum in which
China and Russia could attempt to
downplay the EU and NATO.
Today, the takeover or annexation
of the Crimea, the Ukrainian cri-
sis, the refugee dispute between
Poland and Belarus, and the inclu-
sion of the EU countries in the BRI
Corridor have become the larger
geopolitical testers of a 'United' EU
and NATO, apart from the US
sphere of influence.

There is still a lack of political
cohesion on the methodologies to
tackle China in this direction.
While the US and Britain have
decided to boycott Beijing 2022
Olympic and Paralympic Winter
Games, the EU, on the other hand,
has refrained from taking a collec-
tive stand on the issue. Given the
increasingly intertwined stakes that
the Union has with China, it is hes-
itant to take a joint stand fearing its
retaliatory "economic coercion".
France's position is contrary to the
US, which is well grasped in the

POINTCOUNTERPOINT

backdrop of the formation of the
AUKUS and the severed deal
between Canberra and Paris. Such
emerging diverging approaches
within the EU that China would
possibly try to use in its favour to
increase its strategic foothold, there-
by weakening the Atlantic alliance.

Early this year, G7 partners
announced the 'Build Back Better
World Initiative' (B3W), followed by
the 'Global Gateway' initiative that
aims to mobilise Euro 300 billion
between 2021 and 2027. As one can
see, the developments are similar to
the 'Greek-Turkish Aid Bill' — the
US initial response to contain
Communist expansion. However, in
the contemporary scenario, addi-
tions such as hybrid warfare, hos-
tile economic takeovers, and dual-
use ports have ushered in new
dimensions of geopolitics. A full-
blown 'New Cold War'is in place.

China and Russia would prob-
ably seek to militarily distract the
EU and the US with small but
essential 'hotspots' such as Taiwan
and Ukraine. The risks of escala-
tion and misjudgement have
increased the chances of open
hostilities all the more, but, given
the constraints of economic depen-
dencies, especially the questions of
the continuance of supply chain
routes, one can be still doubtful of
the NATO response. Nevertheless,
territorial nibbling would also not
be taken lightly by NATO. The
vicious circle thus seems to contin-
ue with more of trade wars, sanc-
tions, and hostile takeovers, there-
by creating sharp polarisations
throughout the globe and region-
al and other organisations such as
the EU and NATO.

CAN’T EXPECT ANYTHING FROM THE ‘UNUPYOGI’

many players realise their assets are stranded at the same time, we could

get the mother of all market crashes out of this.
(Gwynne Dyer's new book is ‘The Shortest History of War’. The

views expressed are personal.)

RUNNING THE STATE WITH FULL FORCE.
UP+YOGI, BAHUT HAI UPY0GI (VERY USEFUL).
—PRIME MINISTER

NARENDRA MODI

g;a

((J ":E

(USELESS) GOVERNMENT. THE BJP CAN
ONLY RUN ‘WHATSAPP UNIVERSITY’.
—SAMAJWADI PARTY CHIEF
AKHILESH YADAV

Exemptions to Govt agencies 1n draft data Bill warranted?

The provisions in the 2019 Bill do not align with the Puttaswamy judgment and are also incompatible with the effective privacy regulation

he Joint Committee of
I Parliament on the
Personal Data
Protection Bill, 2019, has
adopted the draft report of the
Bill on personal data protec-
tion three years after the
Justice Srikrishna Committee
of Experts crafted the draft.
But the Draft Bill falls short of
the standards set by the
Committee, based on the
landmark Puttaswamy judg-
ment on privacy. The impor-
tant divergence from Justice
Srikrishna's draft Bill is the lat-
itude provided to the Union
Government to exempt its
agencies from the application
of the Act.

It is to be noted that the
2019 Bill places heavy reliance
on members of the executive
in the selection for the Data
Protection Authority. The

KSHITIJ GOYAL

(The writer is a student at
National Law School of
India University (NLSIU),
Bengaluru. The views
expressed are personal.)

2019 Bill has "public order" as
a qualifier in section 35(i) to
exempt a government agency
from the Act, above and
beyond, only providing for
those reasons to be recorded
in writing. This is in contrast
to the 2018 Bill that provided
exemptions to the state insti-
tutions from acquiring
informed consent only in
cases relating to the "security
of the state". The 2018 Bill also
called for a law to provide judi-
cial approval and parliamen-
tary oversight of non-con-
sensual access to personal
data. Section 12(a)(i) of the
2019 Bill grants blanket excep-
tions to the government agen-
cies from the provisions of
consent. While the private
agencies/companies would be
given two years to migrate to
the new data protection

regime, no such stipulation
was required from the govern-
ment agencies.

Congress leader Jairam
Ramesh in his dissent note
pointed out that Section 35
gives unbridled powers to the
Central government agency
from the entire Act. He asked
the Centre to get
Parliamentary approval from
exempting any of its agencies
and asked to remove the
ground of ‘public order' from
Section 35(i) given its prone to
misuse.

The Court in
Superintendent, Central

Prison v. Ram Manohar Lohia,
while interpreting the term
"public order," read it in an
exclusive sense to mean safe-
ty, public peace, and tranquil-
lity. This was in contradistinc-
tion to national upheavals,
such as civil strife and war, rev-
olution, affecting the security
of the State. Subsequently, the
Court in Madhu Limaye v.
Sub-Divisional Magistrate,
Monghyr, held that the expres-
sion 'In the interest of public
order' is wider than the ‘main-
tenance of public order' and
'public order' has within itself
not only the absence of those
acts that disturb the security
of the State or the absence of
riot, insurrection, turbulence,
or crimes of violence, but
also the absence of acts, which
are breaches of the peace, and
disturb public tranquillity. So,

the Supreme Court has given
a wider interpretation to the
term 'in the interest of public
order," which can be prone to
misuse. That is why the term
'public order" in Section 35(i)
of the 2019 Bill found its way
in the dissent notes submitted
to the chairperson of the JPC.

Under the 2018 Bill, the
exemption was approved for
the security of the State, sub-
ject to such processing of per-
sonal data being (i) per the
procedure laid down by law;
(if) authorised bylaw; (iii)
necessary; and (iv) propor-
tionate to the interest being
achieved by the law. This
four-stage process embeds the
principles laid down in the
case of Puttaswamy. This was
the first step towards deter-
mining the State's surveil-
lance powers, even though the

recommendation of the
Srikrishna Committee con-
cerning the ex-ante judicial
approval of the entire process
was not included in the Bill.
Under the present 2019 Bill,
section 35 provides that the
Central Government may
exempt its agencies if it is con-
tented that it is necessary'
There has to be a written order
exempting any government
agency from the application of
any of the provisions of this
Bill in respect of the process-
ing the personal data subject
to such safeguards, proce-
dure, and oversight mecha-
nism as may be prescribed.
Section 12(a)(i) of the
2019 Bill also grants total
exceptions to the government
agencies from the provisions
of consent for providing any
function of the State autho-

rised by law. The provision of
any public services should not
be a complete exemption to
the consent requirement. The
conditions for the non-con-
sensual processing of per-
sonal data should also be
based on proportionality and
not solely on necessity.

By doing away with the
four-pronged test, the provi-
sions in the 2019 Bill do not
align with the Puttaswamy
judgment and are also incom-
patible with the effective pri-
vacy regulation. The con-
cerns enunciated by the dis-
senting JPC members over the
report are valid. In this year
of the Pegasus spyware con-
troversy, it is not unnatural
that opposition members in
the JPC are perturbed over the
report submitted to
Parliament.
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Typhoon deaths in Philippines
top 100; Mayors plead for food

AP W MANILA, PHILIPPINES

he Governor of an island

province in the central
Philippines said on Sunday at
least 100 people died in the
devastation wrought by
Typhoon Rai in more than
half of the towns that managed
to contact him, bringing the
death toll in the strongest
typhoon to batter the country
this year to at least 146.

Gov. Arthur Yap of Bohol
province said 10 others were
missing and 13 injured, and
suggested the fatalities may
still considerably increase with
only 33 out of 48 mayors able
to report back to him due to
downed communications.
Officials were trying to confirm
a sizable number of deaths
caused by landslides and exten-
sive flooding elsewhere.

In statements posted on
Facebook, Yap ordered mayors
in his province of more than 1.2
million people to invoke their
emergency powers to secure
food packs for large numbers
of people along with drinking
water. Both have been urgent-

In this photo provided by the Philippine Navy, damaged houses and toppled trees
lie in Dinagat Island, Surigao del Norte province, southern Philippines on Friday AP

ly sought in several hard-hit
towns.After joining a military
aerial survey of typhoon-rav-
aged towns, Yap said “it is very
clear that the damage sus-
tained by Bohol is great and all-
encompassing.’He said the ini-
tial inspection did not cover
four towns, where the typhoon
blew in as it rampaged through
central island provinces on
Thursday and Friday.

The government said about
780,000 people were affected,

including more than 300,000
residents who had to evacuate
their homes. At least 64 other
typhoon deaths were reported
by the disaster-response agency,
the national police and local
officials. Most were hit by
falling trees and collapsed walls,
drowned in flash floods or
were buried in landslides.
Officials on Dinagat Islands,
one of the southeastern
provinces first pounded by the
typhoon, separately reported 10

deaths just from a few towns,
bringing the overall fatalities so
far to 146. President Rodrigo
Duterte flew to the region
Saturday and promised 2 bil-
lion pesos ($40 million) in
aid. He met officials in Maasin
City in Southern Leyte
province where he was born.
Duterte’s family later relocated
to the southern city of Davao,
where he served as a longtime
mayor before rising to the
presidency.

“The moment I was born
into this world, I told my
mother, 'Let’s not stay here
because this place is really
prone to typhoons,” Duterte
told officials.

At its strongest, the
typhoon packed sustained
winds of 195 kilometers (121
miles) per hour and gusts of up
to 270 kph (168 mph), making
it one of the most powerful in
recent years to hit the disaster-
prone archipelago, which lies
between the Pacific Ocean and
the South China Sea.

Floodwaters rose rapidly in
Bohol’s riverside town of
Loboc, where residents were

trapped on their roofs and in
trees. They were rescued by
coast guard the following day.
On Dinagat Islands, an official
said the roofs of nearly all the
houses, including emergency
shelters, were either damaged
or blown away entirely. At least
227 cities and towns lost elec-
tricity, which has since been
restored in only 21 areas, offi-
cials said, adding that three
regional airports were dam-
aged, including two that remain
closed.

The deaths and widespread
damage left by the typhoon
ahead of Christmas in the
largely Roman Catholic nation
brought back memories of the
catastrophe inflicted by anoth-
er typhoon, Haiyan, one of the
most powerful on record.

It hit many of the central
provinces that were pummeled
last week, leaving more than
6,300 people dead in
November 2013.

At Vatican, Pope Francis
expressed his closeness Sunday
to people of Philippines, refer-
encing typhoon “that destroyed
many homes”

Death toll climbs
to 17 in Pakistan’s
Karachi blast

PTI W KARACHI

The death toll in the power-
ful blast that ripped
through a building of a private
bank in Pakistan’s financial
capital of Karachi has gone up
to 17 after another injured
person died at a hospital on
Sunday.

The blast took place in a
gas pipeline running through a
sewage drain on Saturday,
killing at least 16 people and
wounding 15 others while
causing immense damage to
the building constructed atop
the drain, a spokesperson for
the Karachi Police said.

The spokesperson said that
there was no lead suggesting
that the blast might be linked
to terrorism.

Another victim of
Karachi's Shershah blast suc-
cumbed to his injuries at a hos-
pital Sunday morning, pushing
the death toll from the explo-
sion to 17, Geo News reported.

The dead also included
the father of Alamgir Khan, a
member of the ruling Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf party.

Expressing grief over the
loss of lives, Prime Minister
Imran Khan said in a tweet:
"My heartfelt prayers [and]
condolences go to all the fam-
ilies of victims of the twin blasts
at Sher Shah Paracha Chowk,
Karachi.

I am especially saddened to
hear of the loss of our MNA
Alamgir Khan’s father who
also perished in the blast. May
Allah give him the strength to
bear this loss." Sindh Chief
Minister Murad Ali Shah has
directed the commissioner
Karachi to conduct an inquiry

into the incident and submit a
report over its findings, a
spokesperson of the chief min-
ister said. “Police officers
should be included in the
inquiry so that all aspects [of
the blast] can be investigated,
" the chief minister said. The
explosion occurred a day
before Pakistan was hosting the
17th extraordinary meeting of
the Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) foreign
minister in Islamabad to tack-
le the situation in Afghanistan.

The police believe that the
blast occurred inside the sew-
erage line in Shershah due to
the accumulation of gas. A case
has been registered in connec-
tion with the blast on the
behalf of the state through a
police inspector.

According to the Dawn
newspaper, the blast in a
Shershah building emerged as
a grim reminder of unchecked
encroachment on government
and municipal facilities for
commercial purposes,
unplanned expansion of con-
crete structures in Karachi and
illegal use of government land
and facilities continuing
unabated for the past many
years.

Investigators, rescue oper-
ators and municipal authorities
strongly believe that the explo-
sion is caused by the sewer gas
accumulated in the sewage
drain over which a two-storey
structure was raised, it said.

The theory is further
strengthened as the official
inquiries are apparently aimed
at finding the cause of the
explosion while keeping in
view the illegalities involved in
the incident, it added.

President Erdogan
seeks to boost ties at
Turkey-Africa summit

AGENCY M ISTANBUL, TURKEY

Turkey is aiming to deepen
economic and military ties
on Africa, President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan said in remarks
at a major summit of African
heads in Istanbul, and called for
a seat representing the conti-
nent at the UN Security
Council.

Heads of state from 16
African nations, along with
more than 102 ministers and
representatives of the African
Union and the Economic
Community of West African
States are attending the summit
in Istanbul.

The Third Turkey-Africa
Partnership Summit follows a
flurry of activity by Turkey
aimed at boosting ties with the
continent.In October, Istanbul
hosted business leaders and
dozens of ministers from
African states for a summit
aimed specifically at increasing
trade.

The same month, Erdogan
visited Angola, Nigeria, and
Togo.“One-point-three billion
people live on the African con-
tinent and it is not represent-
ed at the Security Council,
Erdogan said on Saturday.“This
is a huge, flagrant injustice.

I am still excited and
thrilled every time I visit the
continent,” Erdogan said,
adding that he had made more
than 50 trips to the continent
and visited more than 30 coun-
tries since 2004.

“This summit is a testa-
ment to the fact that Turkey is
interested in Africa and
Turkey’s interest in Africa is not
a temporary interest, it is a
maintained commitment. Our
African brothers and sisters are
showing they are interested in
better cooperation with
Turkey”

Mass anti-coup protests
in Sudan mark third
uprising anmversary

AP W CAIRO

Sudanese took to the streets
in the capital of Khartoum
and elsewhere across the coun-
try for mass protests Sunday
against an October military
takeover and a subsequent deal
that reinstated Prime Minister
Abdalla Hamdok but sidelined
the movement.

The demonstrations mark
the third anniversary of the
uprising that eventually forced
the military removal of long-
time autocrat Omar al-Bashir
and his Islamist government in
April 2019. Sudan then fol-
lowed a fragile path toward
democracy and ruled by a joint
military-civilian government.
The October 25 coup has rat-
tled the transition and led to
relentless street protests.

Video footage circulated
online purported to show tens
of thousands protesters march-
ing in the streets of Khartoum
and its twin city of Omdurman
on Sunday. Protesters were
seen waving the Sudanese flag
and white ones with printed
images of those killed in the
uprising and ensuing protests.

Ahead of the demonstra-
tions, Sudan’s authorities tight-
ened security across capital,
barricading government and
military buildings to prevent
protesters from reaching mili-
tary’s headquarters and pres-
idential palace.

They also blocked major
roads and bridges linking
Khartoum and Omdurman
across Nile River. Security
forces used tear gas to disperse
protesters headed toward
palace on bank of the Blue Nile
in heart of Khartoum, accord-
ing to activist Nazim Sirag. The
Sudan Doctors Committee said
some protesters were injured,

People take part in a protest against
October military takeover and a
subsequent deal that reinstated PM
Abdalla Hamdok but sidelined
movement in Khartoumn, Sudan on
Sunday AP

but didn’t provide a tally.
Activists described chaotic
scenes, with many protesters
rushing to side streets from the
tear gas. Later, footage showed
protesters at one of the palace’s
gates chanting: “The people
want the downfall of the
regime” — a slogan heard in
the Arab Spring uprisings that
began in late 2010. Those
movements forced the removal
of leaders in Tunisia, Egypt,
Libya and Yemen.

The Sudanese
Professionals’ Association,
which spearheaded the upris-
ing against al-Bashir, called
on protesters to gather outside
the palace and block roads
with make-shift barricades.

There were also protests in
elsewhere in the country, such
as the coastal city of Port
Sudan and the northern city of
Atbara, the birthplace of the
uprising against al-Bashir.

The protests were called by
the pro-democracy movement
that led the uprising against al-
Bashir and stuck a power-
sharing deal with generals in
months that followed his
ouster. Relations between gen-
erals and civilians in transi-
tional government were shaky
and capped by military’s Oct.
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‘Turnout down as Hong Kong
votes 1n ‘patriots’-only election

HONG KONG: Hong Kong
Government efforts and last-
ditch campaigning by candi-
dates were struggling on
Sunday to boost turnout in an
overhauled "patriots"-only leg-
islative election, the first under
a sweeping new security law.

After eight hours of voting,
turnout was more than 10 per-
centage points below the pre-
vious Legislative Council elec-
tion five years ago.

The election - in which
only candidates screened by the
government as "patriots” can
run - has been criticised by
some activists, foreign gov-
ernments and rights groups
while mainstream pro-democ-
racy parties are not participat-
ing.

Turnout is a central issue,
as observers consider it a
barometer of legitimacy in an
election where pro-democracy
candidates are largely absent,
more than a third of the seats
will be selected by a commit-
tee stacked with Beijing loyal-
ists and a crackdown under a
China-imposed national secu-
rity law has jailed scores of
democrats.

Civil society groups have
disbanded."Clearly, the gov-
ernment's objective is to secure
a high turnout. Otherwise it
may delegitimise this election,"
said Jean-Pierre Cabestan, a
professor of political science at
Hong Kong's Baptist University.

The government on
Saturday sent blanket text mes-
sages to Hong Kong residents
urging people to vote, and
some critics calling on people
to stay away as a protest. Itisa
crime in Hong Kong to incite
someone not to vote or to cast
an invalid vote.

Hong Kong leaders say the
poll is representative. They
insist the overhaul, like the
security law imposed last year,
was needed to ensure stability
after protracted protests that

rocked the Asian financial hub
in 2019. Security was tight
around the city, with 10,000
police and some 40,000 gov-
ernment election workers
deployed. After eight hours of
voting, official figures showed
21.02% of the electorate had
voted, down from 31.16% at
the same point in 2016. That
previous turnout ended up at
58%, while the 43.6% in 2000
was the lowest since Britain
returned the city to Chinese
rule in 1997. Polls close at 10:30
p.m. (1430 GMT), with results
expected on Monday.

'SITUATION CRITICAL'

Shortly before casting her
ballot, university language
teacher Tam Po-chu, 79, said
the vote would promote sta-
bility and she hoped the new
council would be responsive to
the public.

"There's no use if they do
not think of the Hong Kong
people,” she said.Chief
Secretary John Lee, a former
security chief, urged people to
turn out, saying those exclud-
ed were "traitors" who wanted
the vote to fail.

By midafternoon volun-
teers were still pressing flyers
on passersby near quiet polling
booths, lampposts festooned
with flags.

"The situation is critical,"
Starry Lee, the head of the
largest pro-Beijing party DAB
said in a recorded loop played
on a loudspeaker in the work-
ing class Wong Tai Sin district.
"I urge everyone to vote."

Lee's appeal did not con-
vince local fruit seller Jack Ng,
who said he would not join an
election that was neither fair
nor democratic. "I don't under-
stand why she is campaigning.
She will win for sure, it is
absurd," said Ng, who is in his
20s. Others who said they
would not vote expressed anger

at the changes that some said
had turned the poll into a
"selection" and the legislature
into a "puppet". With transport
operators offering free train,
bus and tram rides, many sta-
tions were significantly busier
than the polling booths.

Hong Kong leader Carrie
Lam, among the first to vote,
told reporters at a polling sta-
tion in the suburban Mid-
Levels district that the govern-
ment "had not set any target"
on the turnout rate, and she
was not aware of any set by the
Chinese leadership.

"I don't have any particu-
lar expectation,” she said,
adding "there is a combination
of factors that will affect voter
turnout rate in any election."

Beijing’s Liaison Office in
the city did not respond to
Reuters requests for comment
on voter turnout.

Before Lam spoke, several
protesters from the League of
Social Democrats opposition
group chanted demands near-
by for full universal suffrage
and waved a banner reading
"forced to be silent ... spirit of
freedom, vote with your con-
science”.

In the run-up to the elec-
tion, 10 people were arrested
for allegedly inciting people to
cast blank ballots, including
people who had reposted social
media posts from others,
according to government
statements.

Since China's parliament in
March announced the sweep-
ing changes to Hong Kong's
electoral system, including
reducing the number of direct-
ly elected seats, many opposi-
tion figures have declined to
run, left the city or been jailed.

Of the 153 candidates con-
testing the 90 seats, around a
dozen say they are not aligned
with the pro-Beijing or pro-
establishment camp.

Agency

Omicron cases are
doubling at least

every 3 days: WHO

Geneva: The Omicron variant
of the coronavirus is spreading
significantly faster than the
Delta strain in countries with
documented community trans-
mission, with the number of
cases doubling in 1.5 to 3 days,
the World Health Organization
(WHO) has said.

In an update on Saturday,
the United Nations’ health
agency said Omicron has been
reported in 89 countries.The
highly mutated variant is
spreading rapidly in countries
with high levels of population
immunity, the WHO said, but
itis unclear if this is due to the
virus’ ability to evade immu-
nity, its inherent increased
transmissibility or a combina-
tion of both.

The agency designated
Omicron a variant of concern
on November 26, soon after it
was first detected by scientists
in South Africa, and much is
still not known about it.
Scientists remain uncertain
how dangerous it is, but early
data suggests it can be more

resistant to vaccines and more
transmissible than the Delta
variant.

“There are still limited data
on the clinical severity of
Omicron,” the WHO said in its
update. “More data are needed
to understand the severity pro-
file and how severity is impact-
ed by vaccination and pre-
existing immunity”

It added, “There are still
limited available data, and no
peer-reviewed evidence, on
vaccine efficacy or effectiveness
to date for Omicron”On Friday,
a non-peer reviewed study by
Imperial College London said
the risk of reinfection with
Omicron is more than five
times higher and it has shown
no sign of being milder than
Delta.

The research cast doubt on
the cautious optimism of some
experts, based primarily on
anecdotal accounts from South
Africa, that the new strain
may not be as virulent and not
overwhelm healthcare systems.

AP

Germany tightens
travel restrictions
on Britain

Germany is tightening trav-
el restrictions for people
coming from Britain in
response to rapid spread of
omicron variant there. The
country’s national disease con-
trol center, the Robert Koch
Institute, added Britain to its list
of “virus variant areas” late
Saturday.

This means anyone travel-
ing from tbwhe UK. to
Germany must enter a manda-
tory quarantine for 14 days,
regardless of vaccination status.

The new restrictions,
which will go into effect at mid-
night Sunday, come as the UK.
reports a record high number
of new coronavirus infections.
On Saturday, the country saw
90,418 new cases.

The UK joins eight African
countries, including South
Africa, on Germany’s list of
“virus variant areas” The
Robert Koch Institute’s
announcement comes in wake
of tightened restrictions for
other countries across Europe
as continent faces a fourth
wave of infections.

Islamic world unites to aid
desperately poor Afghanistan

AP W ISLAMABAD

The economic collapse of
Afghanistan, already tee-
tering dangerously on the edge,
would have a “horrendous”
impact on the region and the
world, successive speakers
warned Sunday at the start of
a one-day summit of foreign
ministers from dozens of
Islamic countries.

The hastily called meeting
of the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation in Islamabad
brought together dozens of
foreign ministers with the spe-
cial representatives on
Afghanistan of major powers,
including China, the U.S. and
Russia.

The gathering also includ-
ed the UN. undersecretary
general on humanitarian affairs
s well as the president of the
Islamic Development Bank
Muhammad Sulaiman Al
Jasser, who offered several con-
crete financing proposals. He
said the IDB can manage trusts
that could be used to move
money into Afghanistan, jump-

Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan,
center, speaks during 17thextraordinary
session of Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (0IC) Council of Foreign
Ministers, in Islamabad, Pakistan,
Sunday, Dec. 19, 2021. The economic

collapse of Afghanistan, already
teetering dangerously on edge, would
have a "horrendous" impact on region
and world, successive speakers warned
Sunday at start of a one-day summit of
foreign ministers(APPhoto/Rahmat Gul)

start businesses and help sal-
vage the deeply troubled econ-
omy.The dire warnings called
for the U.S. and other nations
to ease sanctions, including the
release upward of $10 billion in
frozen funds following the
Taliban takeover of Kabul on
Aug 15. Speakers also called for
a quick opening of the coun-
try’s banking system and col-

lectively, with the United
Nations and international
banking institutions, assistance
to Afghanistan.

Pakistan’s Prime Minister
Imran Khan directed his
remarks to the US, urging
Washington to drop precondi-
tions to releasing desperately
needed funds and restarting
Afghanistan’s banking sys-
tems.Khan seemed to offer
Taliban a pass on the limits on
education for girls, urging the
world to understand “cultural
sensitivities” and saying human
rights and women’s rights
meant different things in dif-
ferent countries.

Still other speakers, includ-
ing the OIC chairman Hussain
Ibrahim Taha, emphasized the
need for protection of human
rights, particularly those of
women and girls.The new
Taliban rulers’ acting Foreign
Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi
was in attendance in the grand
hall of Pakistani Parliament,
where dozens of foreign min-
isters from many of the 57-
nation OIC had gathered.

"Thousands in Central
Brussels protest against
Cowvid restrictions

AP W BRUSSELS

Thousands of peaceful pro-
testers demonstrated in
central Brussels on Sunday for
a third time against reinforced
COVID-19  restrictions
imposed by the Belgian gov-
ernment to counter a spike
infections and the emergence
of the worrying omicron vari-
ant.

A strong police presence
was deployed on streets in
anticipation of crowds, given
how previous protests had
sometimes descended into vio-
lence, arrest and injury.

The marchers — some
with placards reading “free
zone,” “I've had my fair dose”
and “enough is enough® —
came to protest government’s
strong advice to get vaccinated,
and included Belgian health
care workers who will have a
three-month window in which
to get vaccinated against coro-
navirus from Jan. 1 or risk los-
ing their jobs.On Sunday, the
Brussels-based European

Commission agreed with
Pfizer-BioNTech to accelerate
the delivery of vaccines start-
ing in a few weeks. The phar-
maceutical giant will deliver an
additional 20 million vaccine
doses January through March
to European Union member
states.

The Belgian protest comes
one day after similar protests in
other capitals including Paris
and London. Nations across
Europe moved to reimpose
tougher measures to stem a
new wave of COVID-19 infec-
tions spurred by highly trans-
missible omicron variant, with
Netherlands leading way by
imposing a nationwide lock-
down.

The World Health
Organization reported this
weekend that omicron variant
of coronavirus has been detect-
ed in 89 countries, and
COVID-19 cases involving
variant are doubling every 1.5
to 3 days in places with com-
munity transmission and not
just infections acquired abroad.

Iraq military: Two
rockets strike inside
Green Zone

AP W BAGHDAD

T rockets struck
Baghdad’s heavily fortified
Green Zone, home to the
U.S. embassy, causing prop-
erty damage but no casualties,
Iraq’s military said early
Sunday. One rocket was
destroyed by the embassy’s C-
RAM defense system.
Another fell near a national
monument, causing damage
to two civilian vehicles, the
statement said. An investiga-
tion was launched by Iraqi
security forces.

Along with US embassy,
the Green Zone houses other
foreign diplomatic missions
and Iraqi government build-
ings. The zone is a frequent
target of rocket and drone
attacks that American officials
blame on Iran-backed Iraqi
militia groups.Iran-aligned
groups have vowed revenge
on the U.S. for a 2020 drone
strike that killed Iranian gen-
eral Qassem Soleimani and
Iraqi militia commander Abu
Mahdi al-Muhandis.

Netherlands going
into lockdown again
to curb omicron

AP B LONDON

ations across Europe

moved to reimpose
tougher measures to stem a
new wave of COVID-19 infec-
tions spurred by the highly
transmissible omicron variant,
with the Netherlands leading
the way by imposing a nation-
wide lockdown.

All non-essential stores,
bars and restaurants in the
Netherlands will be closed
until Jan. 14 starting Sunday,
caretaker Prime Minister Mark
Rutte said at a hastily arranged
press conference Saturday
night. Schools and universities
will shut until Jan. 9, he said.

In what is surely to prove
a major disappointment, the
lockdown terms also rein in
private holiday celebrations.
Residents only will be permit-
ted two visitors except for
Christmas and New Year’s,
when four will be allowed,
according to Rutte. “The
Netherlands is going into lock-
down again from tomorrow;’
he said, adding that the move

was “unavoidable because of
the fifth wave caused by the
omicron variant that is bearing
down on us’It wasn't just the
Dutch seeking to slow the
spread of omicron. Alarmed
ministers in France, Cyprus
and Austria tightened travel
restrictions. Paris canceled its
New Year’s Eve fireworks.
Denmark has closed theaters,
concert halls, amusement parks
and museums. Ireland imposed
an 8 p.m. curfew on pubs and
bars and limited attendance at
indoor and outdoor events.
London Mayor Sadiq Khan
underscored official concern
about climbing cases and their
potential to overwhelm health
care system by declaring a
major incident Saturday, a
move that allows local councils
in Britain’s capital to coordinate
work more closely with emer-
gency services. Irish Prime
Minister Michedl Martin cap-
tured the sense of continent in
an address to nation, saying the
new restrictions were needed to
protect lives and livelihoods
from the resurgent virus.
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Cil: CEOs expect 9-10%
growth in current fiscal

New Delhi: Indian economy is
all set for a strong rebound in
the current fiscal posting a
growth rate of 9-10 per cent,
says a CEOs poll conducted
among the members of the CII
National Council.

A large number of CEOs
polled, however, appeared wor-
ried about the impact of the
new Covid variant Omnicron
on services and the manufac-
turing sector. As regards
growth, about 10 per cent of the
CEOs polled believe that it
could even exceed 10 per cent
during 2021-22, the CII said in
a release on Sunday.

“Government's strong
emphasis on public works,
timely interventions to boost
liquidity and several reforms
carried out in the recent
months including easing regu-
lations, Production Linked
Incentives scheme, RoDTEP
and several other bold reforms
have buoyed the optimism on
higher economic growth," said
CII President T V Narendran.

The poll is based on
responses of about 100 CEOs.

On the impact of Omicron
on business, 55 per cent of the
CEOs polled expect that the
services sector would get
adversely impacted due to the

spread of the new variant of
coronavirus, while another 34
per cent of the CEOs indicated
that it could adversely impact
manufacturing activities.

According to the CEOs
poll, 56 per cent of the respon-
dents indicated that the econ-
omy would grow in the range
of 9 per cent to 10 per cent dur-
ing 2021-22, while another 10
per cent polled expected the
growth rate in excess of 10 per
cent this fiscal year, CII said.

The respondents were also
upbeat on sentiments regarding
their business, with 35 per cent
of the CEOs indicating that the
increase in revenue this year in
the range of 10-20 per cent
when compared to pre-COVID
year (2019-20), while another
33 per cent expected a bigger
jump of more than 20 per
cent.

It further said that about 35
per cent of the CEOs polled
expected more than 20 per
cent increase in gross profits
when compared to the pre
Covid year, while another 17
per cent indicated an increase
of 10 per cent to 20 per cent.
This optimism among the
CEOs is despite more than a
third of them (70 percent)
observing that supply chain

bottlenecks were causing prob-
lems in the movement of goods
in their industry sector, the
release said.

Further, given the pick-up
in business activity this year, 59
per cent of the CEOs noted that
capacity utilization in their
companies was currently in
the range of 70 per cent to 100
per cent, while 18 per cent of
them felt that it could be more
than 100 per cent.

Nearly a similar proportion
(62 per cent) of the CEOs
polled projected capital expen-
diture in their companies for
the year 2022-23 to be up to Rs
500 crores.

Additionally, 71 per cent of
the CEOs polled indicated that
they did not raise resources in
the Indian or global markets in
the past year, while 18 per cent
of them said that they had
raised debt and another 11 per
cent said that they raised equi-
ty in the Indian or global mar-
kets in the past year.

On expected growth in
exports, 35 per cent of the
CEOs polled indicated up to 20
per cent increase in exports
when compared to pre Covid
year 2019-20, while 24 per cent
felt that it would remain the
PTI

same as in FY20.

CIC dismisses appeal seeking disclosure of reports
by SBI to Centre, RBI regarding electoral bonds

New Delhi: Central Information Commission dis-
missed an appeal seeking disclosure of reports sub-
mitted by State Bank of India to the Centre and
Reserve Bank of India, regarding sale and encash-
ment of electoral bonds in 2018 which are withheld
by SBI on grounds of personal information held in
fiduciary capacity.

Nearly, three years after an appeal was filed with
the Central Information Commission (CIC), the high-
est adjudicator of RTI matters, Information
Commissioner Suresh Chandra noted that there
appears to be "no public interest" in further prolonging
the matter as there is no substance in the appeal call-
ing for intervention by the Commission.

"The Commission after adverting to the facts and
circumstances of the case, hearing both the parties
and perusal of records, feels that due information has
been given to the appellant,” he said.

The case pertains to an RTT application filed by
activist Venkatesh Nayak seeking denomination wise
details of electoral bonds sold by State Bank of India
(SBI) in March and April 2018, total number of buy-
ers, application forms submitted for buying the bonds,
reports submitted by SBI to Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) and the government on sale and encashment
of bonds, in his eight pointer application.

The SBI provided the data on electoral bonds sale
through various branches, but did not give details on
application forms submitted for purchase of the bonds
and the reports submitted by the bank to RBI and
the government, citing two exemption clauses -- infor-
mation being held in fiduciary capacity and infor-
mation being personal in nature -- to deny the infor-
mation.

Nayak approached the CIC in 2018 with his
appeal against the SBI's denial of information.

He argued that the Electoral Bonds Scheme, 2018
was not a legislation duly enacted by parliament or
any state legislature. It was merely an
instrument brought into existence by the Government
of India in exercise of the powers conferred on it by

subsection(3) of Section 31 of the Reserve Bank of
India Act, 1934 (2 of 1934), he said.

He cited the reply of SBI on his query on the
methodology applied by the bank to ascertain
whether or not a political party redeeming electoral
bonds with any of authorised branches had secured
at least one per cent of the votes polled during the
last round of general elections, as required under the
electoral bond scheme.

The SBI had said it referred to Election
Commission of India (ECI) website to prepare the
list based on votes polled for the party in last elec-
tion.

Nayak, in between, had also filed another RTIT
application before ECI which said they do not com-
pile such information. He alleged that the
reply given by the SBI was misleading. " T h e
appellant (Nayak) reiterated that there were sufficient
public interest grounds to require the disclosure of
the information, to ensure transparency of action in
order to make the government and its instrumen-
talities accountable to the governed," Chandra noted
in his order.

After three hearings, Information Commissioner
Chandra agreed with SBI, saying the bank empha-
sised that the Supreme Court had already seized of
the matter relating to the electoral bond scheme and
had refused to stay the said scheme vide their order
dated March 26, 2021, and since there were no spe-
cific directions to make the information public, the
said scheme continued to be valid and continued to
cast an obligation and duty on the respondent to
maintain confidentiality and not to disclose infor-
mation with respect to contested points of the appli-
cation.

"The authorities have claimed exemption b
virtue of the provisions under section 8(1)(e) (fidu-
ciary) and (j) (personal) of the RTT Act. The claim
of the respondent has been buttressed by the law laid
down by the Supreme Court in K S Puttaswamy case,"
Chandra said while dismissing the appeal. PTI

money

Foreign investors pulled
out 17,696 cr from
markets till mid-Dec

New Delhi: Foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) have pulled
out 17,696 crore from the Indian markets in December
so far amid uncertainty due to a new coronavirus strain,
Omicron, and expectations of faster tapering by the US
Federal Reserve.

According to the depositories data, FPIs took out
13,470 crore from equities, I4,066 crore from the debt
segment and 160 crore from hybrid instruments
between December 1-17. In November, FPIs were
net sellers to the tune of Rs 2,521 crore in Indian mar-
kets.

There continues to be uncertainties on the global as
well as domestic fronts, said Himanshu Srivastava,
Associate Director - Manager Research, Morningstar
India.

The concerns over the highly transmissible Omicron
variant of coronavirus persist and have impacted global
growth outlook, he added. ~ "Also, the economic growth
has also been relatively slow, and India's earnings have
not grown much," he added. If the situation wors-
ens, it could further prompt them to redeem investments
from emerging markets like India which are considered
to be more prone to turmoil in the global markets.
"Since banking constitutes the largest FPI holding, it is
bearing the brunt of FPI selling," V K Vijayakumar, Chief
investment Strategist at Geojit Financial Services said.
Sustained FPI selling has made the high quality banking
stocks attractive from the valuation perspective, he added.
With respect to other emerging markets, Shrikant
Chouhan, Head - Equity Research (Retail), Kotak
Securities said South Korea, the Philippines, Taiwan,
Thailand and Indonesia, witnessed inflows of USD 1,870
million, USD 1,707 million, USD 297 million, USD 94
million and USD 57 million, respectively. "FPI flows
are expected to remain volatile given key events such as
upcoming state elections and monetary tightening by
developed countries," he added. PTI

Majority of consumers have
strong intent to buy vehicle

India’s coal import declines 27%
to 16 mn tonnes 1n October

CSC, Infosys tie-up to upskill
6 crore citizen 1n rural India

in next 12 months: Survey

New Delhi: There is a strong intent
to purchase a vehicle among a major-
ity of consumers in the next 12
months, in what would be a good
news for the auto industry, according
to a survey by Mobility Outlook.

As many as 83 per cent of respon-
dents confirmed the intent to pur-
chase a vehicle in the next 12 months,
while another 13 per cent indicated
they may buy and just 4 per cent said
no to buying a vehicle, as per the sur-
vey by Mobility Outlook -- a brand of
CarTrade Tech -- which sought
responses from nearly 2.7 lakh cus-
tomers across India.

The strong intent to purchase a
vehicle reflected a healthy recovery in
overall spending habits, it added.
While the intent to purchase new
vehicles is strong, used vehicles also
seem to enjoy increased interest, it
added.

As many as 52 per cent of respon-
dents wanted to buy a new personal
car and 33 per cent were looking for
a new scooter or motorcycle.
Interestingly, 13 per cent of the

respondents said they intended to buy
a used personal car, while 3 per cent
were inclined towards the purchase of
a used scooter or motorcycle.

Value for money, cheaper than
new vehicle, good deals and warran-
ty from used car dealers and getting
upper segment vehicle for the same
price were some of the reasons for
consumers leaning towards used
vehicles, according to the survey.
When it comes to budget allocation
for vehicle purchase as a result of
Covid-19, 49 per cent of the respon-
dents said it has remained the same
as before the pandemic, while 14 per
cent said they have increased the bud-
get by up to 20 per cent.

As far as ownership type is con-
cerned, 74 per cent of respondents still
preferred owning directly through
normal purchases from dealerships,
while 17 per cent were looking for
long-term leasing for 1-4 years, 5 per
cent opted for short-term leasing of
less than a year, while 3 per cent of the
respondents were looking for vehicle
subscription service. PTI

New Delhi: India's coal
import registered a =
decline of 26.8 per cent to g
15.75 million tonnes
(MT) in October over
the same month a year B
ago. -

The country had
imported 21.50 MT of
coal in October 2020, &
according to data com-
piled by mjunction ser- 2
vices.

"India’s coal and coke
imports in October 2021 EEEg _
through the major and : —
non-major ports are estimated to have decreased
by 26.8 per cent over October 2020," it said.
Mjunction -- a joint venture between Tata Steel
and SAIL -- is a B2B e-commerce company and
also publishes research reports on coal and steel
verticals.

However, coal import in October was up 6
per cent as compared to 14.85 MT imported dur-
ing September 2021, the data show.

Of the total import in October 2021, non-
coking coal was at 9.47 MT, against 14.46 MT
imported in October last year.

Coking coal import was at 4.05 MT, lower
than 4.92 MT imported in October 2020.

During the April-October period of the
ongoing fiscal, total coal import stood at 123.09

MT, about 5.4 per cent higher than 116.81 MT
in the year-ago period. During the
April-October period, non-coking coal import
was at 79.54 MT, slightly higher than 77.67 MT
imported during April-October of the pervious
fiscal. Coking coal import was at 30.51 MT,
against 23.89 MT imported during the year-ago
period.

Commenting on the coal import trend,
Vinaya Varma, MD and CEO, mjunction, said,
"While there was strong demand for coal from
the power sector during the festive season, firm
prices in the seaborne market restricted import
volumes. Going forward, improved domestic sup-
ply in the coming months is likely to keep import
demand low." PTI

With PLI schemes & global demand recovery,
v to fly high in New Year

Indian exports like

Power CPSEs reqister 45%
growth in capex investment

New Delhi: CSC e-Governance Services
India and IT giant Infosys have collabo-
rated to impart digital skills among six
crore students of the age of 10 to 22 years,
mainly in rural areas in the country.

"Common services centres (CSCs),
an SPV under the Ministry of Electronics
and IT, has tied up with leading I'T com-
pany Infosys to empower students in the
age group of 10 to 22 years with digital
skills through Infosys Springboard, a dig-
ital platform that helps accelerate
reskilling and improves employability,"
according to a statement.

According to the statement through
this engagement, CSC and Infosys will
work together to upskill students and
learners from underprivileged commu-
nities in rural and semi-urban areas across
India and help them develop vocational
and professional skills.

CSC e-Governance Services India
Managing Director Dinesh K Tyagi in the
statement said, "The foundation of CSC
is based on education. We have a man-
date of training six crore rural citizens in
digital skills under the Pradhan

increasing need for skill enhancement of
students to boost market readiness and
employability in a digital era, Infosys and
CSC will work together to bridge the dig-
ital divide, particularly in rural and
semi-urban areas, through high-quality
learning programmes, Tyagi added.
Thirumala Arohi, senior vice-pres-
ident and head (education, training and
assessment) at Infosys, said: "The future
of a truly digital India relies on the dig-
ital literacy of today's younger generation.
We are thrilled to embark on this skilling
initiative with CSC and contribute to the
development of a digital economy."
Arohi added that providing equitable
access to educational resources and
ensuring technology adoption at the
grassroots are vital, not only to equip
young Indians to be future-ready but also
to nurture long-term social and economic
prosperity. "We believe this
collaboration with CSC will help us pro-
vide meaningful opportunities for mil-
lions of learners from underserved com-
munities across the country," Arohi said.

Mantri Gramin Digital
Saksharta Abhiyan
(PMGDISHA)."

He added that Infosys
Springboard will help us bridge
the digital divide and add value
to its goal of inclusive education
through CSCs. Amid an

PUBLIC NOTICE

Unit No. Q-601 was allotted to Mr. Gagandeep
Singh Oberoi, Unit No. K-1103 was allotted to
Mrs. Asha Ahuja, Unit No. A-803 was allotted

Before the National Company Law Tribunal Principal Bench at New Delhi

Devshakti Free Electric Private Limited —Applicant

Notice may be taken that an application was presented to the Tribunal at
Principal Bench on the 25"day of November 2021, for confirming the
reduction of the share capital of the above company from < 40,88,41,680
t0¥ 14,88,41,580.

The notices to individual creditors have been issued. The list of creditors
prepared on the 31"day of July 2021 by the company is available at the
registered office of the company situated at House No. 63, First Floor, H-

FORM NO. RSC-4
[Pursuant to Rule 3(3)]

Company Application No. 194/66/PB/2021

Publication of Notice

New Delhi: After staging a
strong recovery from Covid-
induced slowdown in 2021,
India's exports are likely to
extend the growth story to the
New Year also on increased
demand in the global markets,
boost in domestic manufactur-
ing due to production-linked
incentive schemes and imple-
mentation of some interim trade
pacts.

Expectations of positive
growth in the country's exports
are also backed up by the out-
look of the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) which
predicts a 4.7 per cent expansion
in the global merchandise trade
volume in 2022.

outbound shipments would
cross USD 400 billion mark in
this fiscal going by the current
momentum and  may
reach USD 475 billion in 2022-
23. However, the growth and
global demand will also depend
on whether the countries would
be able to contain Covid-19 and
the new variant Omicron
through massive vaccination
worldwide, they suggest.
According to a Reserve
Bank of India survey, released in
September, exports of software
services, including services
delivered by foreign affiliates of
Indian companies, stood at USD
148.3 billion in the fiscal year to
March 31, 2021. This is more

world's top oil exporter, Saudi
Arabia expects from oil sales in
2021.

With the largest engineer-
ing population in the world, the
software export story was seed-
ed about four decades ago and
has huge potential to go up fur-
ther. But software exports are
just a part of India's export-led
growth story which is gaining
momentum. Commerce
Secretary BVR Subrahmanyam
said that the world respects
India as a trusted global business
partner now and the country's
exports are growing in regions
including the Middle East, Arica
and South American nations,
besides India's traditional desti-

New Delhi: Central public sector
enterprises (CPSEs) have registered
45 per cent growth in investment on
capital expenditure over the previous
year, the power ministry has said. For
FY2021-22, the capital expenditure
(capex) target of the CPSEs, under the
Ministry of Power, is Rs 50,690.52
crore, a power ministry statement said.
Power sector CPSEs incurred a
capex of Rs 22,127 crore till November
2020, which was 49.3 per cent of the
total expenditure for the fiscal.
However, it stated that during
2021-22, the CPSEs have so far invest-
ed capex of Rs 32,137 crore, which is
63.4 per cent of the annual capex tar-
get. Thus, the capex perfor-
mance of the ministry in absolute as

terms, it has shown a growth of 45 per
cent over last year's performance, it
stated.

Even in the schemes for infra-
structure development, the ministry
has been making good progress. It has
spent Rs 1,593.72 crore in IPDS, Rs
1,007.51 crore in DDUGJY and Rs 890
crore in transmission development
schemes for North Eastern region.
Hence besides the expenditure of Rs
32,137.37 crore by CPSEs, an addi-
tional amount of Rs 3,491.23 crore has
been invested in infrastructure
through development schemes of the
ministry, it added. In

all, till end of November,

to Mrs. Varinder Kaur Khurana, Unit No. L-
1103 was allotted to Mr. Amrit Gandhi, Unit
Bo. L-1401 was allotted to Mr. Manish Kumar
Sharma, Unit No. L-1101, was allotted to Mrs
Kavita Dubey, Unit No. 1107 was allotted to
Mr. Tanveer Alam, Unit No. L-304 was Allotted
to Mr. Rakesh Kayasth, and Unit No. L-1607
was allotted to Mrs. Mridula Sharma in project
Blossom County (Logix Infrastructure) Plot No2,
Sector-137, Noida Expressway, Noida-201305.
Pursuant to repeated reminders the allottees
has defaulted making payments and taking
possession of the said unit.
This to intimate that in case nothing is heard
from the concerned allottees within 2 working
days of this public notice, the unit's shall stand
cancelled without any right or lien of the
allottees and Logix shall be free to deal with the
said unit's.
For Logix Infrastructure Pvt. Ltd.
Authorised Signatory
Contact No. 85957 91125

3Block, Vikaspuri, New Delhi— 110018 forinspection on all working days
during 11:00A.M. to 4:00 P.M. until December 31,2021.

If any creditor of the company has any objection to the application or the
details in the list of creditors, the same may be sent (alongwith
supporting documents) and details about his name and address and the
name and address of his Authorised Representative, if any, to the
undersigned at House No. 63, First Floor, H-3 Block, Vikaspuri, New
Delhi-110018 within 15 days from date of this notice.

If no objection is received within the time stated above, entries in the list
of creditors will, in all the proceedings under the above petition to reduce
the share capital of the company, be treated as correct.

It may also be noted that a hearing has been fixed for Thursday, 13"
January 2022 on which the Tribunal shall hear the application. In case
any creditor intends to attend the hearing he should make a request
along with his objections, if any. sdi

Sanjay Agarwal
Authorised Representative for the Company

the power ministry has
invested Rs 35,628.6

0ICICI Bank

Branch Office: ICICI Bank Limited, 3rd Floor Shal Tower, New Rohtak
Road, Karol Bagh. Delhi- 110005

well as relative terms is better com-

crore in infrastructure

PUBLIC NOTICE - TENDER CUM AUCTION FOR SALE OF SECURED ASSET

Exporters believe that the

than USD 145.3 billion the

nations.

PTI

pared to the previous year. In absolute

development, it stated. [See proviso to rule 8(6)]

Notice for sale of immovable assets

ONGC scripts turnaround of its
subsidiaries, OPal. reports 1st profit

New Delhi: India's top oil and gas pro-
ducer ONGC has scripted a sharp turn-
around in fortunes of its subsidiaries with
its petrochemical unit reporting its first
ever profit, a top official said.

ONGC Petro additions Ltd (OPaL),
the venture ONGC floated for downward
integration and expansion into petro-
chemical field by utilizing its naphtha
stream from Hazira and Uran and C2+
components from imported LNG, has
been steadily seeing operational profit or
EBITDA improvement since 2016-17 but
the lopsided capital structure with high-
debt servicing cost and high depreciation
during the initial period of capitalisation
led to incurring net losses.

"During the first half of the current
fiscal (April to September), OPaL made
a profit after tax of I18 crore,"” ONGC
Chairman and Managing Director
Subhash Kumar said. Kumar, who
pivoted the turnaround story with his
finance background, said OPaL is in the
process of exiting from the SEZ which
would improve the profitability by T 800

crore per annum and about ¥ 600 crore
of more profits will be added if the
Government were to approve a propos-
al for the company becoming a unit of
ONGC or is merged with it.

Oil and Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC) during 2002 to 2006 concep-
tualized several joint ventures to diver-
sify in other than exploration and pro-
duction (E&P) business with an objec-
tive of value addition, downstream inte-
gration and monetisation of its own
stranded gas assets. These projects -
OPaL, ONGC Mangalore Petrochemicals
Ltd (OMPL) and ONGC Tripura Power
Company (OTPC) were successfully
implemented and are now operating at
full capacity.

ONGC as promoter played lead role
in selection of LSTK/PMC contractors,
execution of various feedstock and off-
take agreements, resolution of various
complex techno- commercial, regulato-
ry and taxation issues crept during exe-
cution and commissioning of these pro-
jects. PTI

REFERENCE DERC TENDER NOTICE DATED 22/11/2021 REGARDING
APPOINTMENT OF C&AG EMPANELLED AUDITORS FOR REGULATORY
AUDIT OF BOOKS OF ACCOUNT OF DISCOMs IN NCT OF DELHI FOR

TRUE-UP OF FY 2020-21

DELHI ELECTRICITY REGULATORY COMMISSION
Viniyamak Bhawan, C- Block, Shivalik, Malviya Nagar,
New Delhi -110017

Website: www: www.derc.gov.in
TeleFax: +91-11-26673608, +91-11-41080417

PUBLIC NOTICE

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and Guarantor(s) that the
below described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, the Physical possession of
which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of ICICI Bank Lid. will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”,
and “Whatever there is”, as per the brief particulars given hereunder,

CORRIGENDUM

Sr. Name of Details of the Amount (Reserve| Date and | Date &
No. Borrower(s)/ Secured asset(s) Outstanding| Price | Time of | Time of
Co-Borrowers/ with known Earnest| Property | Auction
Guarantors/ encumbrances, if any Money | Inspection
Loan Account No. Deposit
] ®) (€) (D) (E) G) ©)

1.1 Sonu Kumar G/ Uh-801 8th Floor, Tower- G Rs. Rs.17, | January | January
(Borrower), Shiv Kumar|Urban Homes, Shahpur 18,11,383/-[10,000/-| 14 2022, | 27, 2022,
(Guarantor) Lan No.  |Bamhetta, NH- 24 Ghaziabad, o as or;) Rs. Frﬁm 12t:00 Frﬁm 12{00
LBNODO0002252451 . ecember oon to oon to

201001 Super Area: 585 Sq. fts 14,2021, (1]{%1;1 01:00 PM | 01:00 M

The online auction will be conducted on website (URL Link- https://disposalhub.com) of our auction agency
M/s NexXen Solutions Private Limited. The Mortgagors/ noticee are given a last chance to pay the total dues
witrllw féjriher interest till January 25, 2022 before 05:00 P.M else these secured assets will be sold as per above
schedule.

The Prospective Bidder(s) must submit the Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) Demand Draft (DD) (Refer Column
E) at ICICI Bank Limited, 3rd Floor Shal Tower, New Rohtak Road, Karol bagh. Delhi-110005 and
thereafter they need to submit their offer through the above mentioned website only on or before January 25,

2022 before 05:00 P.M along with scan image of Bank acknowledged DD towards proof of payment of EMD.
Kindly note, in case prospective bidder(s) are unable to submit their offer through the website then signed copy
of tender documents may be submitted at ICICI Bank Limited, 3rd Floor Shal Tower, New Rohtak Road,

Karol bagh. Delhi-110005 on or before January 25, 2022 before 05:00 PM. Earmest Money Deposit DD/PO
should be from a Nationalised/Scheduled Bank in favour of “ICICI Bank Limited” payable at Delhi.

1. A corrigendum to bid document has been issued and uploaded on DERC
website based on the discussions/suggestions of the prospective bidders
during pre-bid meeting held on 8/12/2021.

2. Further, Commission extends the timelines for submission of Bid Document
as follows :

Sr. Activity Date

No.

1 Last Date of Receipt of Bid Proposals 7/01/2022 at 13:00 hours

2 Opening of Technical Bids 7/01/2022 at 15:00 hours

For any further clarifications with regards to inspection, terms and conditions of the auction or submission of

3. Copy of the corrigendum can be downloaded from DERC website

DIP/Shabdarth/0505/21-22

(www.derc.gov.in)

Delhi Electricity Regulatory Commission

tenders, kindly contact ICICI Bank Limited on 8126013708 or M/s NexXen Solutions Private Limited on
9710029933/9810029926/ 01244233933

Please note that Marketing agencies 1. M/s NexXen Solutions Private Limited. 2. Augeo Asset
Management Pvt Ltd have also been engaged for facilitating the sale of this property.

The Authorised Officer reserves the right to reject any or all the bids without furishing any further reasons. For
detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please visit www.icicibank.com/ndpds

Sd/-
Authorized Officer

WEAR FACE MASK WASH HANDS REGULARLY MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING

Date: December 20, 2021
@ace: Delhi/ NCR

ICICI Bank Limitedj
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‘Cannot wait to
re-explore New York
City, the city of dreams.
It is an exciting escape.’
—Sara Ali Khan

vivacity

https://www.dailypioneer.com/vivacity/

CHANGING TIMES

Director VISHAL FURIA,
on the release of Chhori
tells Sami SATTAR that the
horror genre is no longer
about sleaze and tropes

hile Vishal Furia might have
worked predominantly in
Malayalam film industry,
his Hindi debut — Chhorii — has
made waves. The director shot to
fame with his 2017 hit Marathi film,
Lapachhapi and has a taste for hor-
ror, crime and thriller genres. Chhorii
is the official remake of the Marathi
film. He helmed Criminal Justice sea-
son 1 as co-director and will soon
have another crime drama film
Forensic 2022 with Radhika Apte and
Vikrant Massey.
The director spoke more about
the genre and how the industry is
evolving.

COHorror, as a genre, earlier had a lot
to do with sleaze. How has it
changed now?

The genre took a little beating
due to its categorisation as a B-genre

other industries with films like Get
Out, It etc is now being watched here

heart. Also, I had a few more things
to add to my existing film and I was

sometimes in Bollywood, especially,
when muddled with the Bollywood
tropes. Worldwide, it has undergone
a great evolution. We lagged here a bit.
But the audience is ready and hungry
for Indian horror. They don't need it
to come with sleaze anymore. They
need pure horror and good stories. So
the times are changing.

OWhat powered the change?
The evolution of horror in the

as well. The exposure to such stories
is creating a demand for similar rich
horror content here.

OWhy did you decide to do a
remake as your first outing?

It happened by accident as a cou-
ple of other projects did not materi-
alise and Chhorii became my debut.
In fact, I am extremely happy to be
able to start my Bollywood journey
with the story that's closest to my

looking forward to telling that story
to a pan-India audience.

[JA remake is often compared to the
original. Are you apprehensive
about that?

Not at all. Both films have been
made with extreme love and hard
work by the teams and collaborators.
They both have their independent
place for the audience that they were
meant to be catered to.

OWhat are the challenges of shoot-
ing a horror film/series?

It is a challenging genre to work
with. It needs the right collaboration
from every department. Even a
moment gone wrong or the tiniest
detail gone wrong can make this
genre laughable. So a director needs
to be very careful while attempting
horror. Writing a horror script is very
challenging. It can easily slip into
cliches. Actors are most important as
only a good performance can help the

audience feel scared as well. Location,
production design along with the
right camera work help each frame
and each moment look dreadful.
Sound design and BGM add the final
touches to the visuals. A director
needs to be extremely confident and
sure of the story and the technical
aspects as well for the horror story-
telling.

[JHas the coming of the OTT been
a game-changer in terms of content?

Yes, they have helped makers like
myself tell stories which otherwise
were impossible to tell due to eco-
nomic challenges. There is no pres-
sure to get the biggest stars or box
office numbers and that really helps
to tell an honest story. The theatres
and OTT should coexist to provide
a wide range of all types of content
to the audiences.

OOHave stars become irrelevant in
the existing set-up?

Not really. India is a nation that
worships stars, so they will stay.
And why not, they have worked to be
where they are. What has changed is
that every star will need to give their
best every time because the compe-
tition is now open and any good actor
can become a star. Everyone is
replaceable now.

COCrime based on real-life is a genre
that has a growing market... Is it
voyeurism?

Or just a fascination with a real
crime? Everyone wants to experience
crime while not being a victim of it.
So this genre thrives as it gives that
experience while keeping the view-
er safe

Attack v/s Spider Man — No Way Home

The grand visuals of JOHN ABRAHAM’s high-octane action entert
Fa

he makers of John ated

Abraham, Jacqueline

the first poster and now, with

massive anticipation since

{. .

gy by attaching a Bollywood
movie teaser Attack to the

ainer will indeed be a treat to watch on the big screen

Entertainment), and Ajay
Kapoor Productions present

Fernandez, and Rakul Preet
Singh starrer Attack have
taken an interesting route of
attaching the action-packed
entertainer teaser of the film
with the worldwide super-

the recently launched teaser,
has built an enormous amount
of curiosity/excitement
amongst the audience. The
fans are waiting with bated
breath to watch the daring res-

prints of Spider Man — No
Way Home in cinemas in
India. The grand visuals of the
high-octane action entertain-
er will indeed be a treat to
watch on the big screen for the

the Indian super soldier John
Abraham’s entertainer with
superhero Tom Holland’s
Spider Man — No Way Home.
The JA entertainment film,
directed by Lakshya Raj

BEING THE RICARDOS

The American biographical drama film follows the rela-
tionship between I Love Lucy stars Lucille Ball and Desi
Arnaz. The couple faces a crisis that could end their careers
and another that could end their marriage. Being The
Ricardos starts premiering on December 21 on Amazon
Prime Video.

YEARLY DEPARTED

Hosted by Yvonne Orji, joining this year are some of
the world's funniest ladies to deliver eulogies to our least
favourite parts of 2021, including two-time Academy Award-
winning actor Jane Fonda and B99 star Chelsea Peretti. It
will premiere on December 23 on Amazon Prime Video.

RN
ATRANGI RE
Atrangi Re is an upcoming Indian musical romantic

drama film directed by Aanand L Rai. It stars Akshay
Kumar, along with Dhanush as Vasu and Sara Ali Khan

Anand, will release world-
wide in cinemas on January
28, 2022.

viewers.
Dr Jayantilal Gada (Pen
Studios), John Abraham (JA

hero film Spider Man — No
Way Home on the big screen.
Abraham’s Attack has cre-

Entertainment, and Ajay
Kapoor Production have for-
mulated a remarkable strate-

cue mission led by a lone
ranger Officer.
Pen Studios,

as Rinku. The latter two are forced into an unexpected
union which they both are eager to break from. It starts
premiering on December 24 on Disney+Hotstar.

JA

Whether it’s cuddling up

together in front of a crack-
ling fireplace or sipping on hot
chocolate on a winter morning,
dating during the winter holidays
can feel extra romantic. With the
year coming to an end and begin-
ning of the holiday season, dating
apps are an ideal place for that spo-
radic meet-cute.

While breaking the ice can be
exciting, it is sometimes stressful,
especially when you want to roll
out something more than just a
‘hey’ and holiday greetings! To
help navigate pressures of the
perfect conversation starter, here
are a few conversation starters that
are sure to get you making the
, most of dating during the holiday
R . season and add that spark to your

Need of the hour

TAHIR RAJ BHASIN believes that a big event film like 83 will
recharge the Hindi film industry

-If you could only listen to one
festive song for the rest of your life,
which one would it be?

-What's your favourite holiday
tradition?

-What was the best gift you
were given over the holidays as a
child?

-What’s your favourite holiday
movie? I need recs!

-I think this tells a lot about a
person: do you buy holiday gifts in
advance or at the very last minute?

-Hey! Love the travel pics on
your profile. Have you got any
winter vacation plans?

Fire up and find out your
type

Travel mode on Bumble
switched on? Someone’s profile
caught your eye and you matched?
Ask them if they would partake in
a quick rapid-fire round with you.
Make it fun! It’s fair to say that for
any connection to succeed, you've
got to know the person better,
including their preferences and
hobbies.

because the 83 team was truly an
amalgamation of Indian cricketing
talent who wanted to fight till the last
ball, to do something that had never
been done in the history of this
country, to win the World Cup!”
The Mardaani star adds, “I'm
eagerly waiting to watch it on the big
screen with my family. My parents
had goosebumps when they saw the
trailer and my father was really emo-
tional about reliving India’s magnif-
icent win. 'm proud to be a part of
cinema history that will give them
this experience. I don’t think I will
be able to fight back my emotions
when they finally watch the film”

Planning to date this holiday season? SHAHZEEN SHIVDASANI lists some
conversation starters that will help you make the first move

Versatﬂe actor Tahir Raj Bhasin
feels 83 will put up a massive
collection at the box office.

Bhasin says, “Event films like 83
are the need of the hour to pull peo-
ple back to the theatres. It is a great
feeling to be a part of a film that has
the ability to re-ignite the engines
of entertainment industry and act as
a catalyst for business to return to
the levels of pre-pandemic era”

He continues, “I think 83 will
connect to people across all age
groups, across India because it is a
true blue underdog story. It has
patriotism, cricket, a surge of emo-
tions and a pan-Indian connect

New year resolutions

What is that one resolution
they always make but never keep?
Everybody loves a good list of
goals to accomplish and a good
conversation starter can be learn-
ing about the ones that are indi-
vidually hard to keep.

every platform. Ask each other
about your favourite holiday
playlist.

thing that catches your eye. party and see if theyd be open to
a twinning date. Do they have any
family holiday traditions? Share
with each other the unique things
you do with your time during this

season.

Don’t miss out on their hol-
iday plan

Instead of asking what they are
doing for Christmas or New Year
eve this year, ask your match, ‘How
are you celebrating the holidays
this year?” Crank it up a notch by
inviting them to a new years eve

December can be a great time
to be proactive and get to know
someone. Remember, do not put
pressure on yourself, always be
your authentic self and just have
fun with it.

(The author is a relationship
expert at Bumble.)

Compliments go a long way
Pay attention to their profile.
Notice anything unique? If you like
something about someone's pro-
file, compliment them or ask them
further questions about some-

Make the first move festive
With these opening lines to get
your match in the spirit of the sea-

Songs we love to hate
The holidays are a time when
special music playlists take over

TREND|:]¥.v41;]
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REEVES ON NIRVANA
IN THE TRAILER

In the trailer of The Batman, starring
ROBERT PATTINSON, MATT REEVES has
used the darker rendition of Nirvana’s
Something In The Way.

Reeves opened up on the link
between Nirvana’s song. “When |
write, | listen to music. As | was writ-
ing the first act, | put on the song.
That's when it came to me. Rather
than making the playboy version
we've seen before, there’s another
version that went through a great
tragedy and become a recluse,” he
expressed.

ABHISHEK ON BEING
REPLACED

ABHISHEK BACHCHAN opened up about being
replaced in the films. “I've been replaced in
films and, sometimes, not been told. I've liter-
ally shown up at the shooting and somebody
else is shooting there. | had to just quietly
turn around and walk away. People don’t take
your call. And that's normal. Every actor goes
through it. I've seen my father go through it,”
he shared.

» “I've gone to a public function and made
= to sit in the front row. But then a bigger star

= | shows up and they are like, ‘Get up, move to

- | the back'. It's a part of showbiz. You can’t take
it personally,” the Bob Biswas star said.

fairtalk we (Ranveer Singh and I) are
both crazy and our energies
are very similar. It's almost
like when a volcano meets a
tornado. Ranveer used to see
my humour as unprecedent-
ed. He has seen a lot of my
videos, the first time we met,
| was like ‘Hi, | am Sahil’ and
he was ‘I know’. We also
made lots of parodies togeth-
er. It was with unfiltered
songs, and he used to call me
Messi and | would call him
Ronaldo.’

‘| thought she dialled me by
mistake because | was say-
ing ‘Deepika, Hello’, and
there was silence. She was
not being able to speak and
was choking up. She said
‘I'm so sorry. I'm just too
overwhelmed, and | said,
‘You don’t need to say any-
thing more. What you've
said in this one line and the
way you said it, | know
exactly the way you felt
about the film, 83’

=

SAHIL KHATTAR KABIR KHAN

=
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MUSHROOM MAN [lF MUZAFFARPUR

From migrating to Delhi in search of employment to offering livelihood opportunities
to many, SHASHI BHUSHAN has come a long way, says PHOOLDEV PATEL

Bhushan Tiwari set off to Delhi in

search of a lucrative career. After
working at a private firm at Azadpur
Mandi which could barely suffice his
needs, Bhushan returned to his village
and started a mushroom cultivation
unit, creating jobs for many. Today, he
earns lakhs by supplying button mush-
rooms to his district and other states
and is known widely in his area for its
cultivation. He named his unit Nanda
Mushroom Farm.

Bhushan is a resident of Dhanauti
village in Jasauli Panchayat in Motipur
block of Muzaffarpur district, Bihar.
Through mushroom cultivation, while
building his own life, he has also pro-
vided a ray of hope to others. After pro-
viding training to unemployed youths,
he hired them in his unit.

His journey began when he was
invited to a feast where he noticed a
dish made of mushrooms. Soon after
that, he tried to gather as much infor-
mation as possible about the vegetable.

Like every other youth, Shashi

On discovering that mushrooms are
easily available at any vegetable mar-
ket in Delhi, he gathered information
about its cultivation from regions near
Delhi like Haryana, Punjab,
Chandigarh and more.

To begin with, he started working
at a mushroom production centre in
Haryana and learned everything about
its cultivation. After a few months, he
decided to start a mushroom produc-
tion unit in Bihar. He came back to his
village and leased one  acre of land
to start mushroom cultivation. He laid
its foundation in June. Today, a little
over five months later, the unit is pro-
ducing 1,400-1,500 kilos of mushroom
every day.

“The demand for mushrooms has
increased. Currently, a kilo of mush-
rooms costs I150-200. There is also a
rise in supply from Nepal, Assam,
Bengal and other states. At the region-
al level, besides Muzaffarpur, the
demand for mushrooms is also rising
in Bettiah and Motihari in Champaran

district, Vaishali and Patna district,”
informed Shashi.

Presently, 75 women and 50 men
work with Bhushan. This, in turn,
means that 600-700 families are sup-
ported by his unit. According to him,
it takes around 30 days to grow mush-
rooms and 20-25 days to prepare its
manure. The compost is made up of

wheat husk, coconut sawdust, soil and
more.

“It cost 34.25 crore to start the
mushroom unit. I took a loan of ¥2.25
crore from the Bank of India. Nand
Kishore, the director of Horticulture
Department, Patna and agriculture sec-
retary, N Shravan have supported me
a lot in starting this unit,” shared

Bhushan about his unit.

He also provides training to peo-
ple to generate employment through
mushroom cultivation. Small scale
farmers and unemployed youths like
Paramjeet, Sanjeet, Akhilesh, Prakash
Singh, Mala Devi, Rinku Devi, Sonali
Kumari, Aarti Kumari, Rukhsar
Khatoon, Afsa Khatoon, Momina
Begum and others are currently train-
ing in the unit.

Bhushan informed that mush-
room cultivation can be done even with
low capital investment. Eventually, the
capital and production can be increased
to generate more revenue. He pointed
out that without proper training there
is always a possibility that cultivation
and marketing-related problems can
arise. “People should get mushroom
cultivation and marketing training
from any agriculture university or
Krishi Vigyan Kendra before starting.
Alongside, information on government
schemes on related topics should be
collected from the agriculture depart-
ment,” suggested Shashi.

Ravi Shankar, the project manager
of Nanda Mushroom Farm, informed
that mushrooms are culgivated at tem-
peratures between 20-22 C. He stressed
the lack of awareness around mushroom
cultivation in Bihar. “With proper
training and information, the youth can
start small-scale mushroom production
from their homes and earn a living.
They don't have to migrate to other
states to find jobs,” reflected Ravi.
While talking about it as an alternative
livelihood, he also highlighted mush-
rooms’ health benefits. “Deficiency of
essential nutrients can be prevented by
consuming milk with mushroom pow-
der;” he added.

On the other hand, Poonam Devi,
the district councillor of the area,
assured that she would demand more
such small-scale industries from the
Bihar government so that not only
poverty and hunger are eradicated
from rural areas but migration of peo-
ple for employment is also prevented.
“It is a great pleasure that mushroom
cultivation is being practised in the form
of a small-scale industry in my District
Councillor Area-1,” she said.

Over recent months, Bhushan’s
production centre has gained immense
popularity in the district. Often, groups
of youngsters visit the centre to learn the
methods of training and production,
while preparing themselves to be self-
reliant through mushroom cultivation.

—Charkha Features

The euphemism of ‘cow belt’
was indicative of the lower
gender equity norms, with
women reporting lower rates
than men across development
indicators. This symbolic stig-
matising draws from the
BIMARU configuration — a

Women as an election constituency

Gender is not the only determinant of the way half of Uttar Pradesh’s population will vote, says DR SHWETA SINGH

disparaging acronym generated
for the World Bank by some
bureaucrat in the 1970s-80s. It
might have appeared funny
then as it was the time of the
rule of the elitist mindset; the
‘othering’ and stereotyping ram-
pant in framing global policy.
The acronym translated to ‘sick’
and comprised four northern
states of Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh.
Each state carries the tags of
lower literacy, lower formal
employment rate, lower rates of
industrialisation, and conse-
quently lower per capita income,
and lower indices of women’s
autonomy. As the state gears for
elections in 2022, post the glob-
al pandemic COVID, it is defi-
nitely time to talk of women as
a constituency of interest and its
needs; especially as the NDA
government at the centre has
treated and built on women as
an important and separate elec-
torate.

Food remains at the centre
of survival for a large population
of women, children, and men.
The biggest saving grace of the
COVID-19 disaster in Uttar
Pradesh was the access to food
for really poor segments of the
population. While migrant
labour had no social security
nets to provide them basic food
and shelter in rich cities of
Maharashtra and Delhi and was
left waiting for the escape bus
and train to come back home to
UP and Bihar. UP was able to

feed its people for almost four
months of the pandemic. In
low-income group families, this
remains the single most impor-
tant issue. With Integrated Child
Development Scheme and other
nutrition and health being pri-
oritised in conventional health,
data on nutrition continued to
look robust in Uttar Pradesh.
The continuity of this benefit
would be essential to the strata
most affected by poverty and in
non-salaried employment. The
ability to access food is a state-
ment of the administration’s
efficiency and its enhanced
accountability to people. The
oxygen, bed, and medicine cri-
sis were an outcome of a system
in need of an overhaul, a large
population, and an unprece-
dented crisis. Maternal and
child survival and family exis-
tence are contingent on access
to food, shelter, and health ser-
vices. For women migrating
from villages to cities like
Lucknow, and for women stay-
ing back, the need is still the
same. And the fulfillment of this
need is a function of resources
and accountability in resource
distribution. Women assess who
has a higher probability of deliv-
ering the basic needs to them
and their families.

With 57 per cent of women
who work in India still
employed in agriculture — and
with only 24 per cent in salaried
work, 17 per cent in the indus-
try — working women remains

a broad category with working
conditions unpredictable even
in formal sectors. Nevertheless,
the commonality is the aspira-
tional identity of a large and
increasing section of women in
2021. Women from the middle
class have traditionally left the
state for higher education and
employment since the 90s with
the advent of liberalisation,
while earlier it was more an
upper-class phenomenon. While
women from rural and semi-
urban lower classes migrated as
labour to bigger cities. The
investment in standardised pro-
fessional colleges, expanding
the scope of skill-based work, an
actual increase in industry and

education work opportunities
would be key considerations for
women setting priorities in elec-
tions in Uttar Pradesh.
Education and work are no
longer seen as population con-
trol tools of fertility studies but
have meaning for women across
socio-economic classes. With
UP still ranked 31 with 370,000
as per capita income, and
intense disparity, 75 years later,
finally the policy space seems to
be rife with movement on eco-
nomics and womens position in
it. If the sheer number of
migrant labour escaping
Mumbai and Delhi in 2020 is
any indication, the need for
industrial-economic develop-

ment in these four states cannot
be overstated.

Unlike what a plethora of
media stories carrying NCRB
data would like to identify,
women across classes (high,
medium and low) don’t really
prioritise violence over other
issues. This is because as
research tells us, the risk and
perception of risk vary in
women as far as being subject-
ed to violence is concerned.
Also, domestic violence —
despite the enormous amount of
work undertaken at the global
and national levels and high-
lighting the significance of it —
remains a private issue instead
of a public issue in most parts

of India. Even though violence
against women in West Bengal,
Mabharashtra, Rajasthan, and
Uttar Pradesh, remains a criti-
cal and prevalent issue, its rel-
evance has not been at the
level of Delhi and Nirbhaya due
to the heterogeneity of affected
populations of women.
Religion and caste do not
appear to be important mark-
ers for women as a voting con-
stituency. Women with political
affiliations and ambitions are
few and more likely to engage
around religious and caste affil-
iations. These are also more
likely to be women from polit-
ical families. A reason why
women find themselves unat-
tached to caste and religious
identities is that, for women,
these have been systems of
control in public space. In pri-
vate space, their religious prac-
tises are a source of strength as
they continue across classes to
be embedded in roles and rela-
tionships in collectivist mind-
sets. Similarly, caste has been a
source of kinship identities and
essential to a sense of belonging
to a community with their own
sense of practises around social
systems like marriage. Even
the latest data on values show
that women reject NRI grooms
if they appear too distant from
the Indian values norms.
Essentially, it remains a person-
al issue.
(The author is a policy
analyst, author and coach.)
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Peace within

The different countries of the
world can come in harmony, if
each individual strives to achieve it
with all human beings, says
RAJYOGI BRAHMAKUMAR NIKUN]J JI

For ages, people, communities and countries across the
globe have longed for world peace and, in many ways,
everyone has been trying to achieve it. Similarly if one
looks at the prime message of most religious founders,
then it would be very clear that most of them preached
about following the path of non-violence and brother-
hood. They
preached love over
hatred, tolerance
over dissent. But
as time passed,
religions lost their
original purity and
were reduced to
rituals. They then
began to be associ-
ated with their
unique practises
and customs,
rather than their
core principles that
had universal
appeal. As a result,
paths that were ini-
tially meant to cre- /

ate harmony came

to be misused by vested interests for further polarising
society.

By the time countries collaborated on a common
platform, such as the United Nations, the idea of ‘world
peace’ had largely become synonymous with avoiding
war and diffusing political tensions. But even that looks
tough to achieve today because while heads of state may
rally behind world peace at international forums, they
continue to stockpile and refine weapons of mass
destruction in their backyard. Though initially well-
meaning and elevated, most such endeavors have
reached nowhere close to their desired aim of peace and
harmony. As a result, today we live in a world of pieces
fragmented by geography, ideologies, disagreements and
discord. And, in the absence of any major bridges of val-
ues, the rule of the jungle has taken over. When groups
or nations come together today in an attempt to rec-
oncile or to collaborate, it is still an arrangement, a deal
to make things temporarily cordial between otherwise
separate and differing parties. World peace is thus an
aim far higher, and cannot be achieved with such nar-
row-mindedness.

Hence every nation in the world should realise that
world peace cannot be achieved unless we stand on a
common base and join hands as one and not separate
people. That one common point is our spiritual iden-
tity. As spiritual beings and children of one, we belong
to the same spiritual family. All of our souls are unique
while our spiritual core —comprising the qualities of
purity, peace, love, happiness and truth — is the same.
If we use our common roots as the foundation of all our
endeavors, it will bring harmony to the world. This is
the only way out.

Our progress on this journey is always upward and
closer together. This is the only route on which the dif-
ferences we acquire through our bodily costumes — of
gender, nationality, religion, colour, class — do not stand
in the way. The awareness, belief and loyalty to this com-
mon ground, the relationship to our common Supreme
Parent, and the feeling of belongingness to our larger
spiritual family is the only means to harmonise our
thoughts and create oneness in the world. Also, when
we forge a link of love with the Supreme, as souls, which
means we connect our mind to Him in the awareness
of His true identity and ours, we draw abundant puri-
ty, peace, power and love. This calms us down and we
become more patient and kinder and also inspire oth-
ers around us to be so. Remember! Universal peace is
the total of the vibrations of people who are at peace
with themselves and others. When the collective ener-
gy of a critical number of souls in the world reaches a
high degree of peace, purity and spiritual love, univer-
sal peace will be achieved simply. That will pave the path
for the coming new world order where ‘right’ would not
just be ‘right, but would become ‘might.

EXERCISE PREVENTS EFFECTS OF AGEING

Researchers have discovered an enzyme that is the key
to why exercise improves our health and protects us
against the consequences of ageing. The research has
been published in the
Science Advances
Journal. Importantly,
this discovery has
opened up the
possibility of drugs to
promote this enzyme’s
activity, protecting
against the
consequences of ageing
on metabolic health, including type 2 diabetes.

The proportion of people worldwide over 60 years old
will double in the next three decades. The incidence of
type 2 diabetes increases with age so this ageing
population will also result in an increased incidence of the
disease globally. One of the main reasons for the
increased prevalence of type 2 diabetes with age is the
development of insulin resistance or an inability for the
body to respond to insulin, and this is often caused by
reduced physical activity as we age.

TARGETED THERAPY TO TREAT IBD

team of researchers
Ahas proposed a way
for drugs to be more
effective against
inflammatory bowel
disease (IBD) in which
the intestine undergoes
inflammation.

IBD, a chronic
inflammatory disease of the intestine, includes Crohn’s
disease and ulcerative colitis. It is commonly treated with one
of several available biological drugs that block an
inflammatory molecule called Tumor Necrosis Factor Alpha, or
TNF-alpha, from binding to two receptors, TNFR1 and TNFR2.

Only about 50 per cent of patients are helped long-term
by this treatment.

"TNF-alpha does drive much of the inflammation and
tissue destruction in IBD," said researcher David D Lo from the
University of California - Riverside.

"It is why it is targeted by drugs. Our interest in this study
was to look for a more targeted therapy that might have a
better impact than the existing approach, which is to block all
TNF-alpha," Lo added.

—Virginia Woolf

IMPACT OF GOVID BOOSTER SHOT ON OMICRON

K researchers have analysed the likely impact that a
Covid booster shot will have on Omicron and say it could

provide around 85 per cent protection against severe illness.
The protection is a bit less than vaccines gave against earlier
versions of Covid.

But it means the top-up dose should still keep many
people out of hospital.It
comes as a record 8,61,306
booster jabs and third doses
were given in the UK on
Thursday.The modelling, from
the team at Imperial College
London, is based on limited
information on Omicron. The
researchers say there is a high
degree of uncertainty until
more real-world information is
gathered about this new
variant that is spreading quickly.

Experts are still trying to figure out how mild or severe
Omicron will turn out to be.

People in the UK are being advised to have a booster
dose to build up higher antibody levels to fight the virus.

When you consider things like the stars, our affairs don’t seem to matter very much, do they?

DIET AFFECTS TASTE SENSITIVITY, PREFERENCE

0 maintain ideal health, animals require a balanced diet

with optimum amounts of different nutrients. Flies
require macronutrients such as sugars and amino acids for
survival. They use the gustatory system, the sensory
system responsible for
the perception of taste,
to sense these
nutrients and begin
feeding. In their
experiments in the lab,
researchers fed adult
flies three different
diets.

They ensured that
the diets were similar in total calorie content and tested the
flies daily for a week to examine modifications in their food
choice and taste sensitivity. The researchers reported that
diet affected dopamine and insulin signalling in the brain,
which, in turn, affected the flies’ peripheral sensory
response, which is comprised of neurons directly involved
in detecting external stimuli. This response then influenced
what the flies eat next.

SELF-COMPASSION CAN LOWER HEART RISK

Middle-aged women who practised self-compassion had
a lower risk of developing cardiovascular disease,
irrespective of other traditional risk factors such as high
blood pressure, insulin resistance and cholesterol levels. "A
lot of research has been
focused on studying
how stress and other
negative factors may
impact cardiovascular
health, but the impact
of positive
psychological factors,
such as self-
compassion, is far less
known," said Rebecca
Thurston, PhD,
professor of psychiatry, clinical and translational science,
epidemiology, and psychology at Pitt.

Mindfulness practices, such as meditation, are gaining
popularity among adults. Exhausted from a barrage of
stressors at work and in their personal life, people
increasingly choose to turn inward to help manage their
moods and emotions.




BHUBANESWAR | MONDAY | DECEMBER 20, 2021

India tirash Janan 6-0 in Asian Ghampions Trophy

PTI B DHAKA

efending champions
India crushed Japan 6-
0 to remain unbeaten in
the round-robin

stage of the Asian Champions
Trophy men’s hockey tournament
here on Sunday.

Harmanpreet Singh (10th and
53rd minute) scored a brace, while
Dilpreet Singh (23rd), Jaramnpreet
Singh (34th), Sumit (46th) and
Shamsher Singh (54th) also regis-
tered their names on the scoresheet
for India at the Maulana Bhasani
Hockey Stadium.

India, who have already sealed
a semifinal berth, ended the round-
robin stage of the five-nation tour-
nament at the top of the standings
with 10 points, ahead of Korea (6),
Japan (5), Pakistan (2) and hosts
Bangladesh (0). This was India’s
third win on the trot. Held to a
draw by Korea in their lung-open-
er, the Manpreet Singh-led side
turned things around defeating
Bangladesh 9-0, while also getting
the better of arch-rivals Pakistan

before easily overcoming the
Japanese challenge.

India’s semifinal opponent was
yet to be decided.

The dominant victory will be
ahuge boost for India as they head
into the business end of the tour-
nament full of confidence.

They completely outper-
formed Japan, the Asian Games

gold medallists, in all departments.

India dominated the first half.
They earned two back-to-back
penalty corners within the first six
minutes of the the first quarter but
were unable to convert either.
Soon after Japan also wasted a
penalty corner as their striker fired
the shot wide. India kept on attack-
ing and received another PC, this

time Hardik Singh injecting the ball
to perfection for Harmanpreet to
flick it home and give the holders
a 1-0 lead.

The scoreline could have been
2-0 towards the end of the first
quarter had veteran Lalit Upadhyay
not missed a sitter.

Just after the five-minute mark
in the second quarter, Japan were

handed a PC, India referred the
decision but the TV umpire found
no conclusive evidence to deny
Japan. In the 23rd minute, the trio
of Mandeep Singh, Shilanand Lakra
and Dilpreet combined well as
Dilpreet doubled Indids lead.

Japan, too, attacked but the
Indian defence foiled their attempts
as the Olympic bronze medallists
headed into the break with a two-
goal lead.

Japan began the second half on
the offensive but it was India who
scored their third goal courtesy
Jaramanpreet’s clean strike.

A crucial PC coming their way
in the 36th minute, Japan looked to
capitalise on the chance but India
keeper Suraj Karkera, who shone in
the absence of regular custodian P
Sreejesh, pulled off a superb save to
deny them.

Japan tried to up the ante as
they attacked in numbers. With
India a man down, Japan looked to
create an opportunity with Kenta
Tanaka breaking the Indian defence
with a solo run, but, once again,
Karkera foiled the attack.

sports 12

Srikanth wins silver in BWF
World Championships

PTI W HUELVA (SPAIN)

Kidambi Srikanth’s fine run
in the BWF World bad-
minton Championship ended
with a silver-medal finish after
he lost the men’s singles sum-
mit clash to Singapore’s Loh
Kean Yew in straight games
here on Sunday.

Srikanth went down 15-
21, 20-22 in 43 minutes.

Former world number one
Srikanth lost the first game
after leading 9-3, as his oppo-
nent from Singapore staged a
fine comeback.

The Indian lost the first
game in just 16 minutes.

Srikanth fought better in
the second game but Yew was
too good on the day, emerging
the winner.

The 24-year-old Yew
stunned world number one
and reigning Olympic champi-
on Viktor Axelsen in the first
round of the men’s singles

event at the prestigious cham-
pionship.

Nevertheless, Srikanth still
etched his name in the history
books by becoming the first

Indian man to reach the finals
of the championships after his
come-from-behind win over
compatriot Lakshya Sen on
Saturday.

Nath, Rinku guide UP to quarter-finals with five-wicket win over MP

PTI H JAIPUR

Experienced Akshdeep Nath’s
stroke-filed 78 and a responsible
unbeaten 58 by Rinku Singh formed
the cornerstone of Uttar Pradesh’s
five-wicket win over Madhya Pradesh
in the pre-quarter-final of the Vijay
Hazare Trophy here on Sunday.
With the win, Uttar Pradesh
qualified for the quarter-finals of the
national ODI championship and will
now take on Himachal on December
21. First, despite Shubham Sharma’s
responsible 83, Madhya Pradesh
were bundled out for a sub-par 234
as UP bowlers wreaked havoc on

their lower order.

Nath then anchored the chase
and Rinku gave the finishing touch-

es as they saw their side home.

Put into bat at the Jaipuria
Vidhyalaya ground here, Madhya
Pradesh was teetering at 0/1 after ace
speedster Bhuvneshwar Kumar (2/46)

castled opener Abhishek Bhandari (0)

in the first over.

wicket.

10 boundaries.

73/2.

his part to perfection.

Rameez Khan (35 off 68 balls)
and in-form Shubham Sharma (83 off
99 balls) then rallied the innings with
their 73-run stand for the second

The duo took on the Uttar
Pradesh attack with gusto, while
Rameez hammered four fours,
Sharma’s patient knock was laced with

When it looked like the duo
would score big, Khan was run-out
in the 20th over, with MP poised at

Sharma then found an able ally
in experienced campaigner Rajat
Patidar (46 off 49 balls; 3x4; 1x6) as
the duo then conjured 78 runs for the
third wicket and rallied the innings.

While Sharma was the cynosure
of eyes and toyed with the UP attack,
Patidar, who came two-down, played

spare.

Chasing 200 for victory in the
pre-quarterfinal, Karnataka eased
home with more than six overs to

Earlier, sent in to bat, Rajasthan’s
total of 199 was built on a brilliant
counter-attacking knock of 109
(nine fours and five sixes) by cap-
tain Deepk Hooda after the team
slipped to 19 for 5.

Karnataka, bolstered by the
return of K Gowtham, Devdutt
Padikkal and Prasidh Krishna, had
Rajasthan in all sorts of bother at 19
for 5 in the eighth over.

Karnataka beats Rajasthan
by eight wickets

Karnataka rode on half-cen-
turies from K V Siddharth (85 not
out), skipper Manish Pandey (52 not
out) and R Samarth (54) to sail into
the quarterfinals of the Vijay Hazare
Trophy with a comprehensive eight-
wicket win over Rajasthan here on
Sunday.

Krishna struck the first blow,

having the in-form Abhijeet Tomar,
who has scored over 300 runs
including a ton in the tournament,
caught by Padikkal for 5.

Right-arm medium-pacer

Vijaykumar Vyshak (4/22) scalped
the next four wickets, including that
of Mahipal Lomror (4), as Rajasthan

was staring down the barrel, losing

half the side in the eighth over.

Hooda, who had come in at the

fall of the second wicket (Manender

Singh), was joined by Samarpit

Joshi and the duo began to rebuild.
While the captain wasn't afraid to go
for the big hits, Joshi (33 off 63 balls)
gave him ample support.

The two added 118 runs for the

sixth wicket to give some hope to
Rajasthan against a strong
Karnataka side. The team hundred
came up in the 24th over as Hooda
and Joshi began to play with confi-
dence.

Australia nears win, England slips to 82-4 in 2nd Ashes test

AP W ADELAIDE

itchel Starc removed England cap-
tain Joe Root in the last over as
Australia pushed for victory in the sec-
ond Ashes test after setting a record tar-

get of 468 runs on Sunday.

Root, who was struck hard in the
groin by Starc in his penultimate over on
the fourth day, edged the leftarm pace-
man after scoring 24 in the last over that

left England stuttering at 82-4.

England need to create history to
win. The highest successful fourth-
innings test run chase is the West Indies’
418-7 against Australia in 2003.

The highest successful fourth-
innings chase in Adelaide is Australia’s
315-6 to beat England in 1901-02.

Struggling England opener Haseeb
Hameed yet again flopped when Jhye
Richardson found the glove of the open-
er in his first over and sent him packing

without scoring.

Rory Burns (34) and Dawid Malan

a4 b

(20) shared 44 runs before Australia
struck three times in the last session.
Malan, who was dropped by captain
Steve Smith in the lone slip off Nathan
Lyon, didn't last much longer and was out
Ibw to fast bowler Michael Neser in the

next over. Burns successfully overturned
an Ibw decision against him, but Smith
plucked a magnificent low two-handed
catch in the slips to overcome his earli-
er blemish when Richardson found the
edge of the lefthander’s bat.

sion.

Earlier, Australia declared its second
innings at 230-9 during the middle ses-

First-innings centurion Marnus
Labuschagne and Travis Head top-
scored, making 51 apiece, with Cameron
Green adding an unbeaten 33 as Australia
sought quick runs in the evening session.

England’s bowlers took three early
wickets to stall Australia’s push for vic-
tory, despite an injury in the warm-up for
Root that prevented the England captain
from taking the field for the start of play.

Resuming Sunday at 45-1, Australia
lost opener Marcus Harris, Smith and
nightwatchman Neser early, before a rally
by Labuschagne and Head guided
Australia to 134-4 at the break, with a lead
of 371 runs.

Before play, Root was hit in the lower
abdomen while batting in the nets and
was taken to hospital for further assess-
ment. He was cleared of any serious
injury and returned to the field later in
the session.

Injury-hit Leeds thrashed again in EPL, 4-1 by Arsenal

AP W LEEDS (UK)

Injury—hit Leeds slumped to its
second alarming loss in five
days, 4-1 at home to Arsenal in
the only English Premier League
match to take place because of
a wave of pandemic-affected
postponements.

The match on Saturday was
marred by an allegation of racial
abuse from a spectator toward
Arsenal’s players. It was report-
ed to officials by Arsenal, man-
ager Mikel Arteta said.

Coming off a 7-0 thrashing
at Manchester City on Tuesday,
Leeds — down to nine senior
players and with a 15-year-old
on the bench amid an injury cri-
sis — was ripped apart in the
first half as Gabriel Martinelli
scored twice and Bukayo Saka
added another.

Leeds even lost another
player, Jack Harrison, to injury
before halftime and manager
Marcelo Bielsa had his head
bowed as he walked back to the
dressing rooms, with his team
having allowed 15 shots on goal
in a chaotic display.

The home side was better
organized in the second half and
managed a consolation when
Raphinha converted a penalty
after 19-year-old striker Joe
Gelhardt was tripped by Ben
White, Arsenal’s former Leeds
center back.

Substitute Emile Smith
Rowe’s 84th-minute goal, after
he was played through by
Martin Odegaard, piled on the

misery for Leeds, which is five
points above the relegation zone
having played three games more
than third-to-last Burnley.

Arsenal consolidated fourth
place in the race for Champions
League qualification and is four
points above fifth-place West
Ham having played 18 of 38
games.

Arteta said the incident
involving the alleged racial abuse
happened during the first half.

Arteta said it was a “single
person” who aimed the alleged
abuse apparently toward one of
Arsenal’s substitutes.

“Very disappointed because
we have done so much in foot-
ball to try to avoid it,” he said,
“but it is a single person. I don't
think that merits that a full sta-
dium pays the price.

“It was a single incident and
it has to be reported. It was
reported and now the authori-
ties will have to work with the

clubs to understand what hap-
pened”

Sevilla beats Atlético to
close on leaders; Gavi leads
Barga Lucas Ocampos’ late goal
helped Sevilla beat Atlético
Madrid 2-1 and keep the pres-
sure on Spanish league leader
Real Madrid, while Barcelona’s
young talents got it a much-
needed win.

Ocampos blasted a ball that
came off the crossbar past Jan
Olbak with two minutes remain-
ing to clinch the victory over the
defending champions.

Second-placed Sevilla
moved to within five points of
Madrid before it plays Cadiz on
Sunday without several virus-
infected players.

Barcelona has long been
out of contention for the title, but
its fans could at least believe in
a brighter future for the team
after 17-year-old Gavi Pdez
teamed with two more youths to

beat a resilient Elche 3-2 and end
a three-game winless run.

Ferrdan Jutlga and Gavi
scored their first goals for
Barcelona to give it a 2-0 half-
time lead.

Elche rallied with two goals
early in the second half, but Gavi
assisted 19-year-old Nico
Gonzélez to score the 85th-
minute winner.

“The only thing I was think-
ing was that that ball had to go
in one way or another; Nico said
about his winner.

“We are very happy. At 2-2
we knew we were facing a tough
rival and recently things have
not been going our way.’

SEVILLA SURGE

A Sevilla missing several
players due to injury got off to
a good start after Ivan Rakitic
scored a screamer from well out-
side the area seven minutes
after kickoff. Atlético defender
Felipe Augusto headed in a cor-
ner kick served by Thomas
Lemar to level the score in the
33rd. Atlético had the better of
Sevilla for most of the second
half but could not go ahead.

YOUNG GUNS

Jutlga, 22, who made his
Barcelona debut as a substitute
in the last round, was a surprise
choice by Xavi Hernandez to
start as a false nine in place of
injured striker Memphis Depay.

The choice paid off when
Jutlga headed home a cross
from Ousmane Dembelé follow-
ing a corner kick for the 16th-
minute opener.

India to host
Denmark on
orass Courts

in Delhi

PTI B NEW DELHI

ndia will host Denmark on

grass courts at the Delhi
Gymkhana Club in a bio-secu-
rity bubble in the Davis Cup
World Group I tie on March 4-
5 next year, AITA sources con-
firmed on Sunday.

The Indian team manage-
ment after consulting the play-
ers decided to have the match-
es on grass courts, where the
Danish players won't be com-
fortable.

“A home tie means that you
can create conditions that suit
your players. The players and
the management felt that
Indian team will be stronger on
grass courts against Denmark
players since they are more
used to playing on slow hard
courts and clay courts,” an
AITA source privy to the devel-
opments told PTT.

The PTI had reported on
December 9 that hosting the tie
on grass courts is a possibility.

India’s top-ranked singles

player Ramkumar
Ramanathan, of late, has devel-
oped a decent

serve and volley game and
comeback-man Yuki Bhambri
is also comfortable playing on
grass courts.

| hope fast bowlers can give us 20 wickets
in every Test against South Africa: Pujara

PTIE JOHANNESBURG

Semor India  batter
Cheteshwar Pujara is confi-
dent that his team’s fast bowling
unit will keep up the good work
and get 20 wickets in every Test
match in the upcoming series
against South Africa, starting
December 26.

The Indian team has already
started its skills training with all
the premier batters having a
quality net session on Saturday.

“Our fast bowlers are our
strength and I hope that they
will be able to utilise these con-
ditions and give us 20 wickets in
every Test match. They have
been the difference between
the two sides whenever we have
played abroad,” Pujara told local
media.

“If you look at the Australia
series, even if you look at the
England series, we have done
exceptionally well as a bowling
unit and I am sure that will be
the case even in South Africa,”
said the veteran of 92 Tests and

q!'_g,,_._ ?'_.:

6589 runs.

The pacers have played a
key role in India’s success in
abroad series in recent past.

There aren’t any practice
games due to the cramped
schedule and the scare of new
COVID-19 variant Omicron
has already led to the tour being
shortened and the four T20
matches being postponed for a
later date.

“The good thing is we
played a couple of Test match-
es in India,” Pujara said.

“So most of the guys are in
touch, and when it comes to
preparation, the support staff has
been excellent. They have been
supporting us well and we have
five or six days more before we
head into the first Test, he
added, referring to head coach
Rahul Dravid and his team.

@ 0-1390

GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA
OFFICE OF TI:IB SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, RURAL WORKS DIVISION-1I, CUTTACK

Email 1D- cuttackrw2nd@yahoo.co.in
Telephone / Fax No. (0671)-2445119

1. Number of the work
. Estimated Cost. (Approx)

. Period of completion

L

Date & time of

Short Tender Call Notice

e-procurement Notice for ROAD WORK
Bid Identification No. SECTC-II- 07 of 2021-22 dt. 17.12.2021

= 3{Threc) Numbers Road

= Rs. 6.23 to 20.40 lakh

= 2 (Two) calendar month for road works

= From: 21.12.2021 at- 11:00 AM

online

sale & ipt of bid d

wn

OIPR-25095/11/0009/2122

. Date & time of opening of bids -

6. Name and address of Inviting Officer =

Te: 30.12.2021 at 4:00 PM
31.12.2021 at 11:30 AM

Superintending Engineer,

R. W. Division-II, Cuttack,
Nayabazar, Cuttack-753004

Further details can be seen from the State Govt. portal https://tendersorissa.gov.in

Superi; dirrer vt orivk
R.W. Division-IT, Cuttack.

. Mame of the Work -
. Total No of Works

. Estimated Cost

. Class of Contractor
5. Period of Completion
6. Type of Tender
7.0ther Details -

P

[T

OVERNME A
THE SUPERIN D N

RURAL WORKS DIVISION-| BHADRAK
“e" Procurement Notice for Road and Building Works
Bid Identification No. Online Tender 19 of 2021-22(Short Tender Call Notice)
Road & Building Works
5 Nos
Rs.1.77 lakh to Rs.22.30 lakh
As per Annexure

One Month
Single Cover

E-mail: ee_rwhbdk@yahoo.com

ER

Procurement Officer | Bid Indentification No.| Availability of Tender On-line Date & Time of
for bidding Opening of Tender
From To
1 2 4
Superintending Engineer, | Online-19 of 2021-22 21.12.21 At- 27.12.21 At- 28-12-2021 At- 11.00
Rural Works Division-I, 10.00 A.M 4.00 P.M ALM.
Bhadrak

OIPR-25060/11/0020/2122

Further details can be seen from the e-p

portal "https:/i

.gov.in
Sdi-Er.Santanu Kumar Naik

Superintending Engineer
R.W. Division, Bhadrak




