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The country was stunned on
Wednesday when first

Chief of Defence Staff (CDS)
General Bipin Rawat, his wife,
and 11 other military person-
nel were killed after the heli-
copter carrying them crashed
in Conoor in Tamil Nadu.
Rawat is survived by two
daughters.

Group Captain P Chauhan,
the commander of the heli-
copter, was killed along with
Brigadier L Lidder and Lt
Colonel Harinder Singh (both
serving in the CDS staff) and
five security personnel. The
rescue team retrieved all 14
passengers from the helicopter.

“With deep regret, it has
now been ascertained that
General Bipin Rawat, Mrs
Madhulika Rawat and 11 other
persons on board have died in
the unfortunate accident,” the
IAF said in a tweet.

Group Captain Varun
Singh is the sole survivor of the
crash and is being treated for
severe burn injuries at the mil-
itary hospital in Wellington.
Incidentally, Singh won the
Shaurya Chakra in August for
his courage in handling a Tejas
fighter aircraft after it was hit

by major technical issues dur-
ing a sortie last year.

Incidentally, Rawat had
survived a helicopter crash on
February 3, 2015, in Dimapur,
Nagaland when the Cheetah
helicopter met a mishap.  He
was a Lt General at that time.

Bodies of Rawat and his
wife will be consigned to flames
on Friday at Delhi
Cantonment. Their mortal
remains are expected to arrive

in the National Capital in a mil-
itary plane by Thursday
evening. Rawat will be cre-
mated with full military and
State honours.

IAF chief VR Chaudhari,
who rushed to Conoor where
the mishap took place, will
accompany the body of the
CDS and his wife to the nation-
al Capital. 

The Cabinet Committee
on Security (CCS) headed by

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
reviewed the implications of
the tragic event.

Following the mishap, the
mandatory court of inquiry
was ordered.  Air Marshal will
head the probe to ascertain the
cause. 

In 1963, a helicopter car-
rying top military echelon
crashed in Poonch killing all
the occupants, including the
pilot.  In 1993, a similar acci-

dent took place in Bhutan
when an Indian Army com-
mander and his wife were
killed after his helicopter went
down.

In the 1963 mishap, an
Army commander, corps chief,
IAF senior commander besides
the pilot were killed after their
helicopter reportedly got entan-
gled in the overhead high volt-
age electricity and telephone
cables.  
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The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved the

funding and implementation of
the �44,605 crore Ken-Betwa
inter-linking of rivers project,
which will address the water
scarcity in the Bundelkhand
region of Madhya Pradesh and
poll-bound Uttar Pradesh. 

The Cabinet meeting
chaired by Prime Minister

Narendra Modi also approved
the continuation of Pradhan
Mantri Awaas Yojana (Rural)
for another three years to pro-
vide financial assistance for the
construction of the remaining
155.75 lakh houses under the
scheme. 

Briefing media,
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Anurag Thakur said
the Ken-Betwa rivers inter-
linking project will get Central
support of �39,317 crore, cov-
ering a grant of �36,290 crore
and a loan of �3,027 crore. This

will pave the way for more
such projects for interlinking
of rivers in the country, he
added. 

The Ken-Betwa project
involves the transfer of water
from the Ken river to the
Betwa river through the con-
struction of the Daudhan dam
(the Lower Orr project, Kotha
Barrage) and a canal linking
the two rivers (the Bina
Complex Multipurpose pro-
ject). The project will ensure
annual irrigation of over 10.62
lakh hectares of land, drinking
water supply to a population of
about 62 lakh, and also gener-
ate 103 MW of hydropower
and 27 MW of solar power. 
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The Russian-made MI-17
V5 which crashed on

Wednesday killing CDS Bipin
Rawat and 12 others is seen as
a sturdy machine that is meant
to fly in the combat zone and
has a capacity of 20 passengers. 

However, at least five
crashes involving the MI-17
helicopter have taken place in
as many years.

Known as the warhorse
among the armed forces, this
helicopter can also carry heavy
load, including tanks and fly at
a height of nearly 5,000 metre.
At present, the IAF has nearly
140 such helicopters. The IAF
started them inducting into
service in 2012. The
Government is likely to order
a thorough technical review of
the entire fleet, sources said.

The frequent crash of
Mi17V5 helicopter has baf-

fled the experts since it is an
advanced military transport
helicopter. Manufactured by
Russian Helicopters' subsidiary
Kazan, the helicopter has
onboard weather radar and is
equipped with the latest gen-
eration of night vision devices.

It also has the new PKV-8
autopilot system and a KNEI-
8 avionics suite. It can carry a
maximum take-off weight of
13,000 kg and maxi-
mum payload weight
of 4,000 kg and fly at
a speed of 250 km
per hour.

India had
in 2008
signed a deal
with Russia to
induct 80
M i 1 7 V 5
medium lift
helicopters
for strength-
ening its fleet
for humanitarian
and disaster relief
missions and
t r a n s p o r t
operations. 

The con-
tract was later
expanded for
delivery of 151
Mi17V5 heli-
copters. The first
batch of these
helicopters came
to India in
September 2011.
In February 2012,
the IAF had for-
mally Mi17V5
helicopters from
Russia to

enhance its operational capa-
bilities, including carrying
troops and cargo to high alti-
tude areas. The helicopter is fit-
ted with a self-defence system
against heat seeker missiles,
heavily-armoured cockpit, vital
systems and components.
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As the security establish-
ment is coming to terms

with the implications of the air
mishap involving Chief of
Defence Staff (CDS)General
Bipin Rawat, the top brass has
to now prepare to hand over
the CDS baton to a new person.

As the first CDS of the
country, Rawat took charge in
January last year. The
Government selected him on
the principle of first among
equals as regards the three
Services chiefs.  

He assumed charge as the
Army Chief in 2017. He was to
retire at the end of in 2019
when the Government
appointed him as the CDS.

Present Army chief
General MM Naravane is the
senior most among the three
chiefs as of now and the
Government may appoint him

as the CDS, sources said here
on Wednesday.

The Cabinet Committee
on Security (CCS) headed by
the Prime Minister will take a
call on the impact of this
unprecedented event on the
strategic and defence archi-
tecture, they said.

Elaborating upon the
urgency to have a CDS in
place, they said the Line of
Actual Contro(LAC) remains
tense in Ladakh for the last two

years and Pakistan might try to
take advantage of the situation
in Afghanistan by pushing
battle-hardened Afghan mili-
tants into Jammu & Kashmir
from across the LoC.

Moreover, China is mak-
ing forays into the strategical-
ly important Indian Ocean
region and flexing its maritime
muscle in the Indo-Pacific
region, posing a challenge to
India’s security interests, they
said.
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The agitating farmers are all
but ready to wind up their

year-long protest within the
next 24 hours. The farmers on
Wednesday agreed to the
Centre’s second draft proposal
on their pending demands.
They will meet on Thursday to
take a formal decision to end
their protest.

According to farmers, an
announcement on ending the
protests would be made after
getting a formal letter from the
Centre. 

The Government in its
revised draft has responded to
all points raised by the farmers’
groups, except the one related
to the Lakhimpur incident.

After a meeting of the core

committee of the farmers’
groups, Samyukta Kisan
Morcha (SKM) leader Gurnam
Singh Chaduni said the earli-
er draft from the Central

Government on pending
demands was not acceptable to
them and a fresh proposal was
received from the Centre on
Wednesday.
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Taking serious cognisance of
the rapid spread of

Omicron across the world,
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray on
Wednesday directed the State
health administration to
increase the pace of Covid-19
vaccination so as to build
resistance among the people
against contracting the new
variant of the Coronavirus.

On a day when
Maharashtra crossed a land-
mark of 12 crore single dose
vaccinations and the total
number of the people who
have received both the doses
touched 4.37 crore, no new

case of Omicron was reported
in the State on Wednesday.
The total number of Omicron
cases stood at 10.
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Laboratory experiments have
found that Omicron variant

of Covid-19 virus seems to dull
the power of the Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine, but also
hinted that people who have
received a booster shot might
be better protected, said a
study.

Published online on
Tuesday, the study found that
antibodies produced by vacci-
nated people were much less
successful at keeping the omi-
cron variant from infecting
cells than other forms of the
coronavirus.

Scientists said the results
were somewhat worrisome,
but no cause for panic. The
data suggests that vaccinated
people might be vulnerable to

breakthrough infections with
omicron, which is spreading
rapidly in South Africa and has
appeared in dozens of countries
around the world.

But vaccines stimulate a
wide-ranging immune
response that involves more
than just antibodies. So these
experiments offer an incom-
plete picture of how well the
vaccine protects against hospi-
talisation or death from omi-
cron.
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New Delhi: Authorities here on
Wednesday issued show-cause
notices to Air India and Vistara
for not complying with pas-
senger boarding guidelines
issued by the Centre following
the emergence of Omicron
variant of the coronavirus.
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Politicians, influencers and
celebrities are likely to par-

ticipate in the conclave ‘Rising
Punjab 2021’  here on
December 9  as News18
Punjab-Haryana-Himachal
will host the day-long initia-
tive with the pressing subject
matters, expected to rule the
agenda for Punjab, in the
year 2022.

According to a state-
ment, with a focus on politi-
cal agendas, the endeavor of
the conclave is to congregate
the who’s who from across
political parties active in
Punjab, to share their vision
for the state. Top voices of the
State are expected to express
views, debate rationally and
provide solutions that will
lead to betterment of the
State. 

With the agenda for
‘Rising Punjab 2021’ defined
around the upcoming assem-
bly elections in the state,
along with other socio-polit-

ical and economic issues, the
gathering will host a range of
speakers. 

Leaders cutting across
political lines,  including
Congress, AAP, BJP, PLC,
SAD & SAD (Sanyunkt), are
expected to participate in the
conference, the statement
said. 

The panel is expected to
feature Punjab CM Charnjit
Singh Channi, former CM
Amarinder Singh and leaders
like Bikram Singh Majithia,
Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa and
Bhagwant Mann amongst
others.

Union Minister Som
Prakash,  Deputy CM
Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa,
Deputy CM O P Soni,
Minister Pargat  Singh,
Parminder Singh Dhindsa
Raghav Chadha,  Harjit
Grewal, Surjit Kumar Jyani,
Manjinder Singh Sirsa, Sidhu
Moosewala, Actor Sonu Sood,
Social Activist Malvika Sood
too are expected to partici-
pate, the statement added.
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Akisan memorial, Yadgar-e-
Shaheedaan, having the

names of farmers who laid
down their lives during the
year log agitation against the
Centre’s three farm laws
engraved on it,  was inaugu-
rated on Wednesday in
Sangrur.

Punjab PWD Minister
Vijay Inder Singla, inaugu-
rating the one-of-its-kind
memorial, said that the farm-
ers laid down their lives
against the anti-farmer poli-
cies  of  Narendra Modi
Government and created his-
tory by following the preach-
ings of the Sikh Gurus, just
like the Sikhs’ ninth Guru had
sacrificed his life for the sake
of humanity.

“Every section of Punjab
has contributed in this farm-
ers’ protest irrespective of
their caste, religion, or pro-
fession. We, in Punjab, have a
history of celebrating mar-
tyrdom. This memorial is our
tribute to those brave souls

who sacrificed their lives for
the noble cause,” said Singla.

The PWD Minister
asserted that he is proud of
being a Punjabi, a communi-
ty that played a leading role in
mobilizing the farmers and
labourers of India and forcing
the Union Government to
repeal three ‘black’ farm laws
that otherwise would have
wrecked India’s agriculture
sector had they been imple-
mented. “More than 700 peo-
ple sacrificed their lives in this
historical protest that per-
sisted peacefully for one year
despite all the efforts by
Union Government to dis-
credit the noble cause and
farm unions,” he added.

Declaring to “take care of
their families”, the Minister
also felicitated the families of
the martyred farmers and
labourers belonging to
Sangrur district while inau-
gurating the memorial. 

He also assured them that
the Punjab government has
always stood by them and will
extend every possible assis-
tance in future also. 

E@�������
�$���

���)������������
�
�������
�����
���������
�������
������������������
�����$�����

��	�� �9.7��,.�9�� $9��8.

The Governors, Chief
Ministers and other promi-

nent personalities of Haryana,
Himachal and Punjab on
Wednesday expressed grief
over the untimely death of
Chief of Defense Staff General
Bipin Rawat,  his  wife
Madhulika Rawat and 11
other officers of Armed Forces
in a tragic helicopter crash
accident at Coonoor in Tamil
Nadu.

Har yana Governor
Bandaru Dattatraya and Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
said that the untimely demise
of Chief of Defense Staff,
General Bipin Rawat, his wife
and other officers is an
irreparable loss to our armed
forces and the nation.  

He expressed heartfelt
condolences to the bereaved
family members and prayed
for the peace of the departed
souls. 

Punjab Governor
Banwarilal Purohit and Chief
Minister Charanjit Singh
Channi also expressed deep
sorrow at the unfortunate
incident. “My deepest condo-
lences over the sudden demise
of Chief of Defense Staff Gen
Bipin Rawat, his wife and 11
others armed forces personnel
in an extremely unfortunate &

tragic crash near Coonoor,
Tamil Nadu. My thoughts and
prayers are with the family
(sic),” Channi tweeted. Former
Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh and
Shiromani Akali Dal president
Sukhbir Singh Badal said their
prayers are with the departed
souls.

Himachal Governor
Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar
and Chief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur have also expressed
deep grief over the incident. In
his condolence message, the
Governor said that Gen. Bipin
Rawat contributed immense-
ly for the security of the
nation and modernising the
Indian Armed Forces. His
demise was a great loss to the
nation, the Governor said.

Chief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur said that the nation
has lost a decorated officer
and top commander of the
Indian army, who has made
the country proud on several
occasions. 

He said that the country
would always remember the
services provided by Gen.
Rawat. 

The Governor and Chief
Minister also prayed to the
Almighty to grant peace to the
departed souls and strength to
the bereaved family members
to bear this irreparable loss.
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Punjab Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi on

Wednesday appealed the Akal
Takht Jathedar (head priest)
Giani Harpreet Singh to direct
the Shiromani Gurdwara
Prabandhak Committee
(SGPC) to immediately grant
rights to all TV and radio
channels for direct telecast or
broadcast of live Gurbani
Kirtan from Sri Harmandir
Sahib, Amritsar.

The move is aimed at
ensuring maximum outreach
of live kirtan so that none of
the devotee is deprived of
viewing or listening Gurbani
kirtan, said the Chief Minister.

Channi, who personally
handed over the letter to the
Jathedar of the Sikhs’ highest
temporal seat at Takht Sri
Damdama Sahib, said that as
the Sikh sangat had been crav-
ing since long for ‘Khulle
Darshan Deedar’ of the sacred
places left in Pakistan after par-

tition, in the same spirit, the
devout Sikh sangat always nur-
tured a keen desire for open
telecast of Gurbani kirtan
around the clock from
Sachkhand Sri Harmandir
Sahib.

Meanwhile, the Chief
Minister also assured the
Jathedar Sri Akal Takht that
Punjab Government is ready to
bear the entire expenditure of
requisite infrastructure for the
said purpose.

Pointing out further, the
Chief Minister said that the
SGPC has given exclusive
rights to a particular Punjabi

channel having sole ownership
by a single family, in lieu of
partly sum of funds, enjoying
absolute monopoly which is
totally unfair and unjustified.

“SGPC, with its decision to
give telecast rights especially to
one channel, has become an
obstacle in the way of dissem-
ination of Gurbani kirtan in
every household, far and wide
across the globe,” he said.

Channi also apprised the
Jathedar that even the
Shiromani Akali Dal, in its
election manifesto of SGPC
polls during 1996 and 2004,
had made a promise to Sikh

sangat that SGPC would set up
its own channel for 24x7 live
telecast of Gurbani kirtan from
Sri Harmandir Sahib.

He also implored the
Jathedar Sahib to issue neces-
sary directions to the SGPC on
this extremely serious and
important matter at the earli-
est.

PUNJAB CM
ANNOUNCES HERITAGE
STREET FOR TALWANDI
SABO 

Punjab Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi on

Wednesday announced to
construct a heritage street in
Talwandi Sabo on the lines of
already existing in Amritsar
and Sri Chamkaur Sahib.

Accusing SAD and AAP
of not doing anything for the
development of holy town of
Talwandi Sabo, Channi said
that while Badals only
focussed their attention on
increasing their wealth, they
totally neglected this religious
town. “Strenuous efforts will
be made to develop this reli-
gious town,” said Channi,
announcing a slew of mea-
sures for the overall develop-
ment of Talwandi Sabo con-
stituency, while addressing a
rally.

He said that a model
school will be made in Rama
Mandi just like the one made
recently in Kharar so that
children of the area gets best
of education.

Expressing concern over
traff ic snarls,  he also
announced to make a flyover
in Rama Mandi.

Questioning his Delhi
counterpart Arvind Kejriwal
as why he announced Rs 2500
for the women in Goa and why
not the same or even Rs 5,000
for Punjab women, Channi
said that AAP are outsiders
who have done nothing but
only false promises.
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To make people of tricity
aware of the folk art and

culture and genres of Haryana,
the North Zone Cultural Centre,
Patiala in collaboration with
the Union Ministry of Art and
Culture will organize a four-day
Ragni and Song festival, under
the 75th Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav.

The festival will be orga-
nized at 5 pm from December
16 to 19 at Kalagram,
Manimajra, said an official
spokesman of Haryana
Government.

The spokesperson said that
this would be the first time that
the people of the tricity would
be able to enjoy ragni and songs
together in a programme.
During the programme well-
known folk artists and musicians
of Haryana would present their
respective genres.

On the first day of the pro-
gramme, Rakesh Bharania will
start with Ragni and Pradeep Rai
with Nidana song on December
16, while on December 17,
Master Ranbir will entertain
the people with his Ragni and
Dharamveer will perform songs.
Similarly, on December 18,
famous folk singer Bali Sharma
and famous singer Sham Lal will
perform their songs. On the last
day of the function, on
December 19, famous folk
singer Sangeeta Jangra Sharma
and singer Seonath will enthrall
the audiences with their songs,
the spokesman said.
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To provide quality school
education and bring the

government schools in sync
with the modern times, Punjab
Government has decided to pro-
vide 4361 tablets to the libraries
of 872 Government Senior
Secondary Schools in the State.

“Five tablets per school are
being distributed with a view to
make the government schools
libraries hi-tech. The department
is also installing apps connected
with the e-content in the tablets
with the directions to the con-
cerned schools to ensure keep-
ing of e-content operational,” said
the state School Education
Minister Pargat Singh on
Wednesday.

The Minister said that
instructions have issued to all the
District Education Officers
(DEOs), Secondary Education,
with regard to the procurement
as well as the distribution of the
tablets at the district level.

“The DEOs and the District
Nodal Officers would inspect the
quality of their respective stocks.
In case of any technical fault, the
Department has also shared the
list of service centers. The
Department would soon issue
the instructions to schools
regarding the usage of the
tablets,” he said.
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To regulate the framework
for immigration consul-

tants and IELTS centers in
Punjab, the State Government
will soon draft a Standard
Operating Procedure (SOPs)
in collaboration with the immi-
gration departments of foreign
countries.

The decision was taken in
a high level meeting under the
chairmanship of Deputy Chief
Minister Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa and Technical
Education and Employment
Generation Minister Rana
Gurjit Singh, which was joint-
ly conducted by Department of
Employment Generation, Skill
Development and Training and
Department of Home Affairs.

The Ministers underscored
the need for framing the SOP to
regulate the ghost immigration
consultants to stop fake mar-
riages and control of biometric
appointment issues in Punjab.

They also said that a policy will
also be formulated in coordi-
nation with IDP Education
Limited, an International body
for conducting IELTS tests.

Randhawa said that the
state’s youth are moving to for-
eign lands, and the State
Government is committed to
provide them a legalised frame-
work through which they move
abroad without falling prey to
sharks who are trying to mint
money by fulfilling their dreams
through illegal way.

No stone will be left
unturned for ensuring that
youth don’t get exploited in
hands of fake and illegal travel
agents, he added.

Rana Gurjit said that the
Institute will facilitate in setting
up of IELTS Training and
Testing Centres in Technical
Universities under the moni-
toring of the state’s Technical
Education Department so as to
regulate the private IELTS cen-
ters.
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In view of an expansion in
Haryana over the next few

months, the Mamata Banerjee-
led Trinamool Congress
(TMC) inaugurated its first
office in Haryana's Gurugram
on Wednesday. Party's Rajya
Sabha MP and Haryana In-
charge Sukhendu Sekhar Roy
and newly inducted Haryana
leader Ashok Tanwar were pre-
sent on the occasion.

Addressing the media after
the opening ceremony the party
leader said the Party will fight
Municipal Corporation and
Assembly elections all across
the state to work for people.

They said the party will
open a party office in each of
the 22 Haryana districts and
begin membership programs by
the end of March 2022. Later
this year, the party will choose
where it will have its state

headquarters.
Former Congress leader

Ashok Tanwar said in the  next
few months, TMC will emerge
as a major party in the state and
are confident to make govern-
ment over here. The party will
work for the people of the
state," he said.

According to Roy,
Gurugram is the hub of indus-
tries and corporates which is
very close to the national cap-
ital, and therefore the party
decided to start functioning
from there. 

"It is an opportunity to the
people of Haryana that if they
want real progress in the state
they must elect Mamta
Banerjee's led TMC govern-
ment in Haryana. Ashok
Tanwar who has deep roots in
Haryana politics will play a
major role to address problems
and work on the ground," Roy
said.
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ACongress delegation led
by former Chief Minister

and Leader of Opposition
Bhupinder Singh Hooda on
Wednesday met Haryana
Governor Bandaru Dattatreya
and sought an independent
probe into the recruitment
scam of dental surgeons under
the supervision of a sitting
High Court judge.

After meeting the
Governor, Hooda told media-
persons that dismissing the

HPSC deputy secretary Anil
Nagar was only a cover-up
exercise and an independent
probe could throw light on
complicity of higher-ups in the
HPSC recruitment scam. The
delegation of about 20
Congress MLAs submitted a
memorandum to the
Governor.

We have demanded an
inquiry under the supervi-
sion of a sitting High Court
judge. The Governor has
assured us to look into the
matter, he said.
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Days after quitting the
Congress party by claim-

ing that the party’s state unit’s
leadership has been “put in the
wrong hands”, its national
coordinator and spokesperson
Pritpal Singh Baliawal on
Wednesday joined Punjab’s
former Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh’s new outfit
— Punjab Lok Congress.

Baliwal, who had openly
offered his support to Capt
Amarinder in his resignation
letter to Congress supremo
Sonia Gandhi, had minced no
words to say that for him as a
party spokesperson, it has
become very hard to defend
the “nonsense, anti-party and
anti-government remarks and
statements on ties to Pakistan”.

His assertions came after
Punjab Pradesh Congress
Committee president Navjot
Singh Sidhu had called for
trade talks with Pakistan stat-
ing that India-Pakistan friend-
ship will increase trade.

Notably, Baliwal held the
positions of national coordi-
nator, in-charge of Haryana
and Himachal Pradesh Kisan
Congress, and senior media
panellist within the party.

In his resignation letter to
the party’s interim president
Sonia Gandhi, Baliwal had
written, “We were in strong
capacity to form the govern-
ment in 2022 under the lead-
ership of Captain Amarinder

Singh and Sunil Kumar Jakhar
but you decided to choose Mr
Sidhu”.

“Although Mr Charanjit
Channi is doing a good job,
but daily tweets by him
[Sidhu] are shrinking the
party's image...For 15 years, I
honoured the responsibilities
given to me by the party...I
have decided to resign from all
the responsibilities,” Baliawal
had stated in his letter.

Pritpal Singh Baliawal is
not the only Congress leader
who has bid adieu to the
party in the recent past. On
Friday, Patiala Urban Youth
Congress chief along with his
supporters resigned from the
party, citing ‘step-motherly
treatment’ in the Congress.

Capt Amarinder’s wife
and Lok Sabha MP from
Patiala Preneet Kaur had also
announced her support for
her husband in the upcoming
election.

Notably, Capt Amarinder
had inaugurated Punjab Lok
Congress’  of f ice in
Chandigarh’s Sector 9 on
Monday.
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The Goods and Services Tax
(GST) cash collection in

November, 2021 grew by 32 per
cent to Rs 1845-crore in
Punjab- the second highest
since the Central tax regime
came into force. This collection
is second only to that in April,
2021 but also the growth rate
experienced is third highest in
the country across the major
States after Odisha and Kerala. 

An official spokesperson of
the Taxation Commissionerate
said that the GST revenue
receipts for the State of Punjab
in November, 2021 stood at Rs
1377.77-crore against Rs 1067-
crore for the corresponding
period of previous year i.e.
November, 2020 registering a
strong growth of 29 per cent.
This is very much in line with
the trend in economic recovery. 

He said that the GST rev-
enue up to the month of
November, 2021 has witnessed
a high growth of nearly 54% as
compared to corresponding
period last year. The high
growth in GST revenue can be
attributed to compliance
improvement on account of
both policy and administrative
measures undertaken by the
State Government as well as the
strict enforcement measures
adopted in coordination with
the Central tax enforcement
agencies. The deployment of
effective data analysis based on
machine learning and intelli-
gent on-road detention has
played an important role in
detections of large tax evasion
cases relating to fake invoices
and enhanced compliance. 

The tax collection from
VAT and CST during the
month of November, 2021 is Rs
949.44-crore and Rs 20.19-
crore respectively. As com-
pared to the same period last
year, VAT and CST revenue
collection have displayed
respective growth of 28.73%
and 11.49% this year. The
robust growth in VAT revenue
is predominantly attributable to
increase in average tax rate in
October, 2021 over October,
2020. 
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Haryana Government has
directed the officers and

employees of the State to
remain present in the office and
avoid tour in view of the
upcoming ‘Haryana Vidhan
Sabha session’ starting from
December 17.

The directions have been
issued from the office of the
Chief  Secretar y Sanjeev
Kaushal. The directions have
been given to al l  the
Administrative Secretaries of
the State Government, Heads
of Departments, Boards and
Managing Directors of the
Corporation that the ‘Haryana
Vidhan Sabha session’ will
commence from December
17. 

The presence of officers
and employees of the offices
should be ensured for the
preparation and for the
smooth running of the work
during the session, the order
stated.

It stated that no officer or
employee should go on leave
without the prior approval of
the competent authority and
should get their leaves sanc-
tioned only in view of
unavoidable reasons.

In a separate order, the
officers have been asked to fol-
low the guidelines regarding
inspection of government
offices by the Administrative
Reforms Department.  All
Administrative Secretaries
have been directed to send
quarterly reports of their con-
cerned department after
inspection in every quarter
while Directors have been
asked to send such reports
ever y month to the
Administrative Reforms
Department.
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Haryana Government has
notified 27 more services of

HSVP under administrative
control of Department of Town
and Country planning, under
the Right to Service Act 2014.

“This has led to significant
increase in the list of notified
services of Haryana Shehri Vikas
Pradhikaran (HSVP) to 43 from
existing 16 services. These ser-
vices have been notified upon
the recommendations of Chief
Commissioner, Haryana Right
to Service Commission TC
Gupta,” said an official
spokesman.

He said that many impor-
tant services like issuance of pos-
session certificate has been noti-
fied with the new right to service
timeline of 3 days, removal of
encroachment within the time-
line of 15 days, cleaning of
road/berm within the timeline
of 5 days, maintenance of park-
horticulture within the timeline
of 7 days and more such services
have been added with an aim to
curb corruption, reduce hassle
of the applicant beneficiaries and
also ensuring the delivery of

notified services in a time bound
manner.

Also, the timelines for deliv-
ery of certain important notified
services that have a bearing on
daily lives of people have also
been significantly reduced such
as transfer permission letter in
death case which was previous-
ly delivered in 45 days has been
reduced to 4 days, issuance of re-
allotment letter from 30 days to
4 days, issuance of conveyance
deed from 20 days to 5 days,
fresh building plan- residential
from 30 days to 3 days, issuance
of no dues certificate from 10
days to 3 days. This will go a long
way in affording ease of living to
the people who would stand to
benefit from these services, the
spokesman said. He further said
that the Haryana Government is
continuously striving to ensure
that the welfare services are
delivered to the eligible benefi-
ciaries in an efficient and time
bound manner. Recently, the
State Government has imple-
mented AAS (Auto Appeal
System) which is also a very
robust initiative towards putting
multi checks in the process of
delivery of services. 
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In an attempt to showcase sus-
tainable and environment

friendly initiatives, the
Municipal Corporation
Chandigarh (MCC) is going to
organise its first ever “Zero
Waste Event” during the annu-
al chrysanthemum show which
will be held from December 10
to December 12 in the city. 

According to MCC official,
this year, the Chrysanthemum
show will be celebrated in a sym-

bolic manner. Mass gathering at
the show will be avoided.
Chrysanthemum lovers can dis-
play pots of Chrysanthemum
during the show. “The show will
be opened for the general pub-
lic on December 10 between 11
am and 7 pm and the timings for
December 11 and December 12
will be the same at Terraced
Garden, Sector 33, Chandigarh.
All precautions against spread
of the coronavirus will be taken
by concerned officials,” he
added.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on

Wednesday conducted search-
es at multiple locations in
Kerala against the Popular
Front of India (PFI) as part of
a money laundering probe.

The searches were carried
out in Ernakulam and a few
other locations. Central para-
military personnel escorted
the ED teams during the raids.

“Incriminating docu-
ments” were recovered during
the searches by the agency as
part of its probe that is related
to various instances of funding
of the Islamist outfit. Some
people also gathered outside
the premises that were being
raided and raised slogans like
“police go back,”, sources said.

The agency had on earlier

occasions also carried out sim-
ilar searches against the PFI,
including its chief OM Abdul
Salam and Kerala unit chief

Nasarudheen Elamarom.
The outfit was formed in

2006 in Kerala and later shift-
ed its headquarters to Delhi in

2008-09.
The Central probe agency

has been investigating the PFI’s
alleged “financial links” on
charges of fuelling the anti-
Citizenship (Amendment) Act
protests in the country, the
Delhi riots that took place in
February last year and a few
other instances.

The PFI is also under the
scanner of the ED for alleged
money laundering during the
riots. The PFI is also facing
another PMLA case for alleged-
ly routing about Rs 120 crore
to fuel anti-CAA riots in the
country. The PFI claims to be
working for the marginalised
minorities and Dalits but has
been allegedly indulging vari-
ous inimical activities and is
facing criminal probes from
multiple agencies including
the NIA.
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Treading cautiously in the
backdrop of two dozen

Omicron cases detected from
various places across the coun-
try, the Centre on Wednesday
told the States that such
patients would be treated only
in designated Covid facilities
with separate isolation areas.

“It has to be ensured that
no cross infection takes place
and adequate precautions are
taken by healthcare workers in
these facilities to prevent trans-
mission among other patients
and healthcare workers,” Union
Health Secretary Rajesh
Bhushan said in a letter to
States and union territories
(UTs). Bhushan advised them

to regularly review and ensure
that samples of positive cases of
international travellers and
their contacts as well as from
emerging hot spots are prompt-
ly submitted to INSACOG labs
for genome sequencing accord-
ing to protocol.

Further to contain spread,
it is imperative that states and
UTs follow a mission mode and
focused approach of quickly
tracking primary and sec-
ondary contacts of positive
cases and facilitate testing for
them, he said.

In the latest weekly Covid-
19 epidemiological update, the
World Health Organization
(WHO) said that given the pre-
dominant circulation of the
Delta variant in many coun-
tries, it is too early to draw a

conclusion on the impact of the
new Omicron variant on the
global epidemiology of 
Covid-19.

The global health body
further highlighted that while
several crucial questions about
Omicron remain unanswered,
more data will continue to
emerge in the coming weeks.

At the same time, WHO
has also presented an update on
the current situation on four
key issues on Omicron —
transmissibility, clinical sever-
ity, risk of reinfection and the
potential impact of the vac-
cines.

The WHO said that in
South Africa, where the new
variant of concern (VOC) was
first reported, fresh Covid-19
cases have continued to surge.

As many as 62,021 new cases
were reported between
November 29 and December 5,
a 111 per cent increase com-
pared to the previous week.
More significantly, the 
country has reported an
increase in the test positivity
rate from 1.2 per cent the
week beginning November 7 to
22.4 % in the week beginning
December 2.

Meanwhile, India reported
8,439 Covid-19 positive cases
on Tuesday, taking its toll to
3,46,56,822. The count of active
cases declined to 93,733, the
lowest in 555 days, according to
the Union Health Ministry
data. The death toll due to the
disease rose to 4,73,952, 
with 195 daily deaths being
recorded. 
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Congress President Sonia
Gandhi on Wednesday hit

out at the Modi Government
over issue of price rise, farm-
ers' demands and tension at the
borders, and said her party will
insist on a discussion in
Parliament on challenges fac-
ing the agriculture sector and
the border situation.

Addressing party MPs at
the meeting of the Congress
Parliamentary Party (CPP),
Sonia also expressed deep
anguish over the killing of 14
civilians in Nagaland, and said
justice for families should be
ensured at the earliest.  She also
raised the issue of suspension
of 12 Rajya Sabha MPs, terming
the move as "outrageous", and
said it is unprecedented that
they have been suspended for
the remaining period of the
Winter session.        

"It violates both the
Constitution and the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of
Business in the Council of
States, as Mallikarjun Kharge ji
has explained in his letter to the
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha,"
she said, adding that they all
stand in solidarity with them.

Congress MPs of both
houses of Parliament including
former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi were present
during the meeting in the cen-
tral hall of Parliament. Sonia
said it was extraordinary that
Parliament has not been given
an opportunity so far to have a
discussion on the challenges
the country continues to face
on its borders.

The Congress chief said the
Government has finally
repealed the three farm laws,
even it was done "undemocra-
tically just as their passage last
year was pushed through with-
out discussion". She said it is
the solidarity and tenacity of
the farmers, their discipline and

dedication that has forced an
"arrogant Government to
climbdown".

Saluting the farmers for
their achievement, Sonia
remembered the sacrifice of
over 700 farmers in the past 12
months and called for hon-
ouring their sacrifice.  "We are
firm in our commitment to
stand by the farmers in their
demands for a legally guaran-
teed MSP, remunerative prices
that meet the costs of cultiva-
tion, and compensation to the
bereaved families," she said.

Raising the issue of price
rise, she said, "I cannot under-
stand how and why the Modi
Government is so insensitive
and continues to deny the seri-
ousness of the problem. It
seems impervious to the suf-
fering of the people."

She also termed the steps
taken to reduce petrol, diesel,
and cooking gas prices as total-
ly insufficient and inadequate
and said government has
passed on the responsibility for
duty cuts to financially
strapped state governments
instead. "And all this while, the
Centre persists with huge pub-
lic expenditure on vain glorious
projects," she said, while mak-
ing a veiled reference to the
central vista project.

She also accused the Modi
government of selling off pre-
cious national assets like banks,
insurance companies, public
sector enterprises, railways and
airports.  "First, the prime
minister destroyed the econo-
my with his demonetisation
move of November 2016. He is
continuing on that disastrous
path, but calling it monetisa-
tion. Now, he is dismantling the
public sector built up over the
past seventy years with strate-
gic, economic and social objec-
tives in mind," she said.

On the Covid situation,
Sonia said, the reality is that the
country is nowhere close to

reaching the level of double-
dose vaccination announced by
the Government for the end of
the year.  

On the Nagaland incident,
she said, "The Government

expressing regret is not enough!
Justice for the families of the
victims has to be ensured at the
earliest. Credible steps must be
taken to prevent the recurrence
of such ghastly tragedies".
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Underlining that the key to
combating wildfires is

early detection, a team of
researchers has favoured high-
tech Forest Rescue Service of
Rhineland, Germany-type sys-
tem to monitor fire outbreaks
in the Odisha’s Similipal
Biosphere Reserve, where such
mishaps are becoming a regu-
lar feature.

The Rhineland Germany
fire alert system uses satellite
technology and aerial photog-
raphy to ensure forest maps at
a scale of 1 : 25,000 giving
minute details of all significant
components such as  water
reservoirs, fire breaks and fire
lines. “This helps the authori-
ties to minimize the losses,”
said the researchers whose
study is published in the
Current Science.

Outbreaks of fire are not a
new thing in this reserve in
Mayurbhanj district, which is
one of the largest in Asia and
home to a plethora of rich flora
and fauna. However, in early
those years, the Reserve expe-
rienced a prolonged dry spell,
exacerbated by a below-average
monsoon in the previous year,
accompanied by widespread
fires within the reserve. The
specific cause of the fires that
occurred in early 2021 has not
been yet established.

Keeping in mind this par-
ticular 2021 case, the researchers

said, “An important measure is
to build fire-fighting reservoirs
like underground cisterns or
natural water reservoirs within
or near the forested areas, since
water is the primary means to
fight forest fires.”

The authors of the study
included  Arghya Chakrabarty,
Debaaditya Mukhopadhyay,
Krishna Giri and Gaurav
Mishra from Jorhat based Rain
Forest Research Institute.

Presently, pointed out the
researchers, “The Forest
Department uses fire-fighting
maps at a scale of 1 : 50,000
using the Universal Transverse
Mercator (UTM) geographic
coordinate system. However,
with advancements in satellite
technology and aerial photog-
raphy, more detailed district
maps at a scale of 1 : 25,000 or
1 : 10,000 may be used.”

Also, detailed emergency
and deployment plans can be
effective to control fire out-
breaks. In general, reduction in
wildfire induced losses is only
possible through considera-

tion of the overall climatic
scenario of the country.

Spread over 5569 Km2,
the reserve is home to 94
species of orchids, 42 species of
mammals, including the
melanistic tiger (Panthera
tigris), 29 species of reptiles,
231 species of avian fauna, 12
species of amphibians and
more than 3000 floral species.

However, the only source
of ecological vulnerability is
forest fire as evidenced by the
recent wildfire which lasted for
over two weeks and affected
over one-third of the total area
under the reserve. 

Also, edaphic factors, geo-
logical conditions and climat-
ic parameters maintain the
thin line between a controlled
fire and a wildfire.

Climatological shifts as
characterized by changes in
temperature, humidity, rainfall
and wind velocity combined
with fuel accumulation mag-
nify an annual controlled fire
into a destructive wildfire,
noted the researchers.
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Continuing with their
protest in and out of

Parliament, top Opposition
leaders on Wednesday sat on
a dharna in Parliament com-
plex and extended their sup-
port to the 12 suspended MPs
of the Rajya Sabha. While the
entire Opposition benches
boycotted the proceedings of
the House, the Trinamool
Congress which has expressed
a strained relationship with the
Congress in recent days, some
of its MPs made it to the
upper house post lunch session
when a Bill was also passed.

Among the leaders who
participated in the protest
along with the 12 suspended
members were Leader of
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge, Jairam
Ramesh, K C Venugopal
besides SP leader Akhilesh
Yadav and AAP leader Sanjay
Singh. The MPs have been sit-
ting in protest in front of
Mahatma Gandhi's statue
against their suspension, which
they term as undemocratic
and against the rules of pro-
cedure of the Upper House.

Twelve Rajya Sabha MPs,
including six of Congress,
were suspended on the first
day of the Winter Session on
November 29 for the remain-
der of the session for their
unruly behaviour during the
last day of the Monsoon
Session of Parliament in
August.  The other members
suspended are from the TMC,
Left parties and Shiv Sena.

The proceedings were
adjourned till 12 noon as
Opposition members kept
protesting for the revocation of
suspension of 12 MPs, even as
Leader of Opposition
Mallikarjun Kharge offered to
cooperate. Chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu rejected a
notice submitted by two mem-
bers, including Congress
leader Deepender Singh
Hooda, for suspension of busi-
ness so that a discussion on
farmers' issue can take place in
the House.

Naidu said the leader of
the opposition and the leader
of the House have been sug-
gested to sit together and
resolve the matter so that the
House is allowed to function
smoothly.

When Congress Rajya
Sabha member Anand Sharma
objected to the suspension of
MPs in the current (255th) ses-
sion for their conduct in the
previous session that con-
cluded on August 11, Rajya
Sabha Deputy Chairman
Harivansh said due procedure
was followed in obtaining the
prorogation order of the
President of India for the last
session of the House.

Harivansh noted that
under Article 83 of the
Constitution, Rajya Sabha is
not subject to dissolution,
unlike the Lok Sabha which
may be dissolved or which may
continue for five years from the
date appointed, whichever is
earlier.  The last monsoon
session was adjourned sine
die on August 11 and pro-
rogued on August 31.

Post lunch when there was
no Opposition except the pres-
ence of TMC, the House
passed The Assisted
Reproductive Technology
(Regulation) Bill, 2021, which
was passed by Lok Sabha on
December 1.  The Upper
House also passed The
Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill,
2020 with amendments. The
proposed bill was earlier passed
by Lok Sabha, but Rajya Sabha
had referred it to a Select
Committee. It will now go
back to Lok Sabha for approval.

Replying to a discussion
on both the bills taken up
together, Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya said that
most of the recommendations
of the Select Committee have
been incorporated in the sur-
rogacy bill. Both the bills seek
to curb unethical practices
related to issues like sex selec-
tion and exploitation of sur-
rogate mothers. The provi-
sions include both monetary
penalty as well as jail terms for
violations. 

New Delhi: Continuing to crit-
icise his own Government, BJP
MP Varun Gandhi on
Wednesday said  “economic
policy mismanagement" along
with "corruption and price
rise"  has forced  a large num-
ber of  "small producers and
shop keepers"  to shut their
business and shops.

The three-time  BJP MP
from Pilibhit, UP,  said it is time
people "back small shopkeep-
ers and businesses" rather than
the multinationals.

The MP appealed to peo-
ple to support small shop-
keepers in the neighbourhood
by "purchasing from them
instead of Amazon and
Walmart."

In a tweet, he shared a
news report item  that spoke
about government's policies
leaving small businessmen on
the street with a washout busi-

ness.
The BJP MP who has been

attacking the center and the UP
Government on a range of
issues  said  "at the time of glob-
al recession they (small pro-
ducers and shopkeepers) were
the ones who took care of the
country's economy." 

"Due to corruption, infla-
tion and economic policy mis-
management, a large number
of small producers and shop-
keepers are forced to close
their businesses. Support them
by doing shopping from small
shopkeepers in your neigh-
bourhood instead of Amazon,
Walmart. At the time of glob-
al recession they were the ones
who took care of the country's
economy,"  said Varun who is
leaving no chance to rip out
government's political and eco-
nomic policies.

PNS
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President Ram Nath Kovind,
Vice President M Venkaiah

Naidu, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and leaders
across the political spectrum
condoled the demise of Chief
of Defence Staff General Bipin
Rawat and hailed his contri-
bution to the armed forces as
well as the country.

Kovind said it was deeply
painful for him to learn of the
loss of lives in the helicopter
crash in Tamil Nadu. "I join fel-
low citizens in paying tributes
to each of those who died
while performing their duty.
My heartfelt condolences to the
bereaved families," he tweeted.

While Vice President
Naidu said he was deeply
shocked by the tragic death of
Rawat, his wife, senior officials
of the armed forces and others
in the helicopter crash in
Coonoor, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said he is
deeply anguished by the heli-
copter crash in which "we have
lost General Bipin Rawat, his
wife and other personnel of the
armed forces". "They served
India with utmost diligence.
My thoughts are with the
bereaved families," the PM
said.

Hailing Rawat as an "out-
standing soldier", Modi said he
was a "true patriot" who great-
ly contributed to modernising

the armed forces and security
apparatus. "His insights and
perspectives on strategic mat-
ters were exceptional. His pass-
ing away has saddened me
deeply. Om Shanti," he said in
a series of tweets.

"As India's first CDS,
General Rawat worked on
diverse aspects relating to our
armed forces including defence
reforms. He brought with him
a rich experience of serving in
the Army. India will never for-
get his exceptional service,"
Modi said.

Congress President Sonia
Gandhi and former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi too
condoled the death of General
Rawat, his wife and others in
the crash in Tamil Nadu and
said it is an unprecedented
tragedy. Sonia announced not
to celebrate her birthday on
Thursday and asked party
workers to restrain for any
kind of celebrations in the
wake of demise of CDS, his
wife and members of defence.

Expressing deep anguish
over General Rawat's death,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said his untimely demise
is an irreparable loss to the
armed forces and the country.
"His untimely death is an
irreparable loss to our armed
forces and the country," the
defence minister said.

Singh said General Rawat
had served the country with

exceptional courage and dili-
gence. "As the first Chief of
Defence Staff he had prepared
plans for jointness of our armed
forces," he said.

Home Minister Amit Shah
said it was "very sad day" for the
nation as "we have lost our
CDS, General Bipin Rawat Ji"
in a very tragic accident. "He
was one of the bravest soldiers,
who has served the motherland
with utmost devotion. His
exemplary contributions &
commitment cannot be put
into words. I am deeply
pained," Shah said.

Several politicians, includ-
ing senior ministers, also con-
doled the loss of lives in the
chopper crash.

Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari said India will always
remain grateful to General
Rawat for his impeccable ser-

vice to the nation at the most
crucial moments.

Former Jammu and
Kashmir chief ministers -- vet-
eran Congress leader Ghulam
Nabi Azad and National
Conference leader Omar
Abdullah -- also condoled the
death of Chief of Defence Staff
General Bipin Rawat.

Omar Abdullah said,
"Condolences to the families of
General Rawat & the others
killed in the helicopter crash
earlier today. May their souls
rest in peace." Jammu and
Kashmir Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha expressed shock over
the tragic death of General
Rawat.

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, Maharashtra
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, Punjab Chief
Minister Charanjit Singh

Channi, his Haryana counter-
part Manohar Lal Khattar,
Chhatisgarh CM Bhupesh
Baghel, Rajasthan CM Ashok
Gehlot, Jharkhand CM
Hemant Sorenand other CMs,
SAD president Sukhbir Singh
Badal, former chief minister
Amarinder Singh and former
Union Minister Harsimrat
Kaur Badal too expressed deep
anguish over the death of
General Bipin Rawat, his wife
and 11 others in the helicopter
crash.

Rajasthan Governor Kalraj
Mishra, former Chief Minister
Vasundhara Raje, former
Maharshtra CM Devendra
Fadnavis, Chhattisgarh
Governor Anusuiya Uikey too
expressed grief about the death
of General Rawat, his wife and
11 others.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has car-

ried out searches at the resi-
dential premises of former
additional principal chief con-
servator of forests of Odisha,
Abhay Kant Pathak under
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

Pathak is a former Indian
Forest Service (IFoS) officer

who is facing disproportionate
assets case by the state
Vigilance Unit and was subse-
quently compulsorily retired by
the Centre. During the search-
es, incriminating documents
and a Tata Harrier car worth Rs
15 lakh has been seized, the
agency said in a statement.

The ED initiated a money
laundering probe on the basis
of an FIR registered by the State
Vigilance Cell of Odisha .
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Kohima: Breaking their silence
after four days of a shoot-out
in which 13 of their village
youth died in firing by Para
commandos, the Oting
Citizens Office, representing
Oting village in Nagaland's
remote Mon district on
Wednesday rubbished official
claims and asserted security
forces had tried to hide the
dead bodies and dress them in
fatigues in a bid to pass them
off as militants after a botched
up ambush.    

The citizen's body also
claimed the killings were in
"cold blood" with the driver
being among the first to be shot
dead with a bullet which
pierced the windshield. 

Attempts to contact the
Army spokesperson in Kohima
to cross-check the allegations
have as yet remained unan-
swered.  An official statement
made by the Government on
Monday had said that based on
inputs received by the Indian
Army about movement of the
insurgents near Tiru village in
Mon district, a team of  para-
commandos  laid an ambush
on Saturday, during which, "a

vehicle approached the location
and it was signaled to stop.   

However, the vehicle tried
to flee, following which the
vehicle, suspected of carrying
insurgents, was fired upon
resulting in killing of 6 out of 8
persons travelling in the vehi-
cle. However, it turned out to be
a case of mistaken identity." 

The Oting villagers through
a statement related that "on the
fateful evening of 4th
December 2021, around 3:30
PM, one pick-up truck loaded
with 8 Coal miners were
returning from (a) mining site
as next day was Sunday, which
we the Christians consider a
day of rest... Around 4:30 pm,
the security forces ambushed
that very pick-up truck without
ascertaining anything about
the passengers." 

The security forces then
"blocked the road for all traffic
and diverted all vehicles to the
less frequented old Pioneer road.
Meanwhile, villagers were anx-
iously waiting for the pick-up
truck to reach the village, for they
learnt that there was a shootout"
on that stretch, according to the
Oting Citizens' body. 

The Oting Citizens Office
claimed that around 8:00 PM,
the villagers went searching and
found the empty pick-up truck
, "with the bullet mark piercing

through the windshield exact-
ly at the driver's position, blood

stains covered with dust and
mud, and the boys missing

from the vehicle." 
“The pierced windshield in the

front by bullets clearly indicates
that they first shot the driver of
the pick-up truck to (bring it to
a ) halt and ambushed the
remaining point blank,” the
statement alleged. The villagers
claimed they chased three flee-
ing vehicles used by the securi-
ty forces on motorcycles and
intercepted them. 

Though securitymen denied
any knowledge of the missing
boys, a search found six of the
missing miners under a tar-
paulin. These boys were half
dressed and lying dead. 

The Oting Citizens accused
the security forces of attempt-
ing "to brand the boys as mil-
itants by planting weapons and
dressing them in camouflage
uniforms and boots." Soon
after heated argument between
security forces and villagers
broke out and turned into
physical scuffles. 

Armymen according to the
villagers "started firing indis-
criminately, abruptly killing and
injuring few others on the spot."
“We may be small and tiny in
area and population, yet we are
ready to compromise with sit-
uation to lose our heads and
take the enemy's heads. For we
are warriors by blood and ori-
gin, and no force can intimidate

us," the statement asserted.  
The situation in the border

state of Nagaland, where
protests and rioting broke out
after firing by security forces
claimed 14 civilian lives, has
been tense but calm. 

There have been demands by
the state government and vari-
ous citizens groups that the
Centre repeal the Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act (AFSPA),
which gives powers of arrest and
detention to the army. 

Besides the 13 killed on
Saturday, one more person was
killed on Sunday, as security
forces fired back at rioting
attackers in the headquarters of
the district. 

The Nagaland Police filed a
suo moto FIR against the 21st
Para Special Force of the Army
which had conducted the
botched operation based on
intelligence inputs of a move-
ment by militants belonging to
a faction of the NSCN. 

The Indian Army has
ordered a court of inquiry
headed by an officer of major
general rank into the Nagaland
incident. 

Expressing regret over the
Nagaland firing incident,
Home Minister Amit Shah on
Monday said a probe by an SIT
will be completed within a
month. PTI
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New Delhi: The Congress on
Wednesday alleged that a del-
egation of its leaders was not
allowed to visit Nagaland's Mon
district where 14 civilians were
killed by the Army.

The delegation comprising
Congress general secretary
Jitendra Singh, the party's
Nagaland in-charge Ajoy Kumar
and MP Gaurav Gogoi protest-
ed at Jorhat in Assam claiming
that they were not being allowed
to visit Mon district and meet
the families of the victims. 

According to the party, the
delegation was supposed to
meet the victims' families and
submit a report on the incident
that occurred earlier this week.

"Congress delegation is not
allowed to meet the bereaved
families in Nagaland. The
Government of India is scared
of us sharing people's grief. But
nothing will stop us," Rahul
Gandhi said in a Facebook post
using the hashtag 'No Fear'.

Congress' chief spokesper-
son Randeep Surjewala said,
"The illegal detention of

Congress delegation comprising
Jitendra Singh, Gaurav Gogoi
and Ajoy Kumar from visiting
Nagaland reflects the fascist
mindset of the (Narendra) Modi
government.""Civil liberties and
life of the people of Northeast
is imperilled and we are being
prevented from exposing them,"
he said.Congress President
Sonia Gandhi had constituted a
committee to visit families of the
victims of violence in the Mon
district of Nagaland and submit
a report within a week.

Security forces opened fire
on civilians killing 14 and
injuring 11 more in Nagaland's
Mon district in three consecu-
tive episodes, the first of which
was a case of mistaken identi-
ty, police said on Sunday. One
soldier also died in rioting
which followed. In his state-
ment in Parliament on
Monday, Shah expressed regret
over the Nagaland firing inci-
dent and said a probe by a
Special Investigation Team will
be completed within a 
month. PTI
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Gangtok: The Sikkim
Assembly on Wednesday
passed a bill for the creation of
two more districts in the
North-eastern state.Sikkim will
have six districts once
Governor Ganga Prasad gives
his assent to the bill.

Land Revenue and Disaster
Management Department
Minister Kunga Nima Lepcha
introduced the Sikkim (Re-
Organisation of Districts) Bill,
2021 in the House on Tuesday,
saying creation of the two new
districts will improve admin-
istrative efficiency.

The new districts -
Pakyang and Soreng - are now
sub-divisions that will be
carved out of East Sikkim and
West Sikkim districts respec-

tively.
The assembly passed the

bill by voice vote following a
brief discussion.

The House also passed an
amendment bill seeking to
rename Sikkim State University
after Mt Kanchenjunga, con-
sidered the guardian deity of
the Sikkimese people.

Lepcha, who also holds
the education portfolio, tabled
the Sikkim State University
(Amendment) Bill, 2021 in the
assembly on Tuesday.

Later, Speaker L B Das
adjourned the House sine die
after valedictory address of
Chief Minister Prem Singh
Tamang to mark the end of the
three-day sitting of the assem-
bly. PTI 
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Three terrorists belonging to
the pro Pakistan Lashkar-

e-Taiba (LeT) outfit were
gunned down by the joint
team of security forces in vil-
lage Check Cholan of Shopian
on Wednesday.

The terrorists have been
identified by the local police  as
Amir Hussain Ganie son of
Manzoor Ahmad resident of
Check Cholan Shopian, Rayees
Ahmed Mir son of Nazir
Ahmad resident of Kapran
Shopian and Haseeb Ahmad
Dar son of Mohd Yousuf Dar
resident of Khudwani Kulgam.

According to the police
records, all the three killed ter-
rorists were categorized ter-
rorists and linked with pro-
scribed terror outfit LeT (TRF)
were part of groups involved in
several terror crime cases
including attacks on security
forces and civilian atroci-
ties.According to a police
spokesman the killed terrorist
Aamir Hussain was active since
Sept-2020 and involved in sev-
eral terror crime cases includ-

ing Case FIR No. 264/2021 of
PS Shopian regarding attack on
Police/SF at Village Rakhma on
01/10/2021. He was also
involved in luring gullible
youth to join terror folds.
While as terrorist Rayees
Ahmad was active since June-
2021 and involved in several
terror crime cases including
attack on Police/SF. He was also
involved in an attack on secu-
rity forces at Village Rakhma.
Besides, terrorist Haseeb
Yousuf was also involved in
several terror crime cases in the
areas of Kulgam.

Police said, security forces
also recovered arms & ammu-
nition including 01 AK 74 rifle
and 02 pistols from the
encounter site.
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Liquor manufacturers under the
aegis of the Confederation of

Indian Alcoholic Beverage
Companies (CIABC) have written to
Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister
and Finance Minister Ajit Pawar
seeking immediate withdrawal of the
excise duty reduction on imported
products or its extension to all the
Indian Made Foreign Liquor
(IMFL)sector.

“Excise Duty reduction of such
scale on imported products is dis-
astrous for the Indian industry. It so
distorts the playing field against the
Indian industry, that consequences
may be far reaching leading to dis-
investment, job losses and farmer
discomfort…the (Maharashtra)
Government should encourage
products made in India which his-
torically has been the main contrib-
utor to state’s revenues and economic

prosperity,” said the letter of the apex
body of the Indian alcoholic bever-
age industry.

The CIABC letter to Pawar also
highlighted that the reduction in
excise duty for imported products
will make Indian malt whiskies such
as Amrut and Paul John and other
premium products unsaleable in
Mumbai.

“You may be aware that in the
last decade a number of Indian malt
whiskies and premium products
have started making a mark on the
world space. Products like Amrut,
Paul John, Rampur, Solan Gold etc
are now considered among the best
in the world and are exported to over
60 countries. However, as a result of
this excise duty reduction the prices
of such Indian super premium prod-
ucts will become so high compared
to similar BIO products that selling
them in Maharashtra, the most
important market for such products,

will become nearly impossible,” the
letter added.

According to CIABC Director
General Vinod Giri: “The prices of
these Indian made super premium
products used to be 80-90% of com-
parable imported products earlier
thus allowing them some competi-
tive space. After this change, the
prices of Indian made products will
become 30-40% higher than similar
imported products. It is evident
that with that kind of price differ-
ence, Indian super premium prod-
ucts will find it difficult to sell. Its
ironic that the Government is sup-
porting imports at the cost of Indian
products.”

The letter further states that the
reason for Excise duty reduction can-
not be prevention of smuggling
from neighbouring states as the
prices in neighbouring Karnataka for
imported products were higher than
in Maharashtra.
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The sayings ‘way to a man’s heart
is through his stomach’ and

‘small is beautiful’ have been
proved beyond any doubt by the
four-member Pai Brothers who
own the 75 year old Madras Café
at Paravoor near Kochi. This is the
ideal destination to relish Udupi
masala dosas, crispy vada, fluffy
idly and scintillating pooris and
that too in typical homely ambi-
ence. More than an eatery, the Café
has brought Udupi from
Karnataka to this sleepy town of
Kerala. What adds to the power of
the Udupi food served here is the
homely touch which is unusual in
typical hotels in Kerala.

It is not just an eatery or
restaurant but a joint family. The
groceries and vegetables along
with the masala powders are care-
fully handpicked by the family
members led by 70 year old
Sarvothama Kamat, the reigning
patriarch. His brothers Gopinatha

Pai, Sadananada Pai,
Purushothama Pai  and their sons
Jayan, Raju, Deepesh and Roopesh
constitute the ‘crew’ which take
customers for a flight of fantasy
through the world of delicacy.

“We open at 6 am and wind up
the sales by 11 am. The evening
hours start at 4 pm and we shut
down by 8 pm. That way we man-
age to sell whatever delicacies we
prepare in the mornings and
evenings,” said Jayan who act as
manager, bearer as well as part time

cook. His brothers Raju, Deepesh
and Roopesh work from 5 in the
morning till 8 in the evening to
ensure the Madras Café flag is
flown without interruption.

All items are prepared and
cooked by ladies in the house led
by the octogenarian mother of
Jayan. “What is unique is that the
family members too eat the food
prepared by our mothers for our
customers. There are no workers
in this eatery who are not from the
family. We have hired the services

of three Tamils for cleansing the
vessels, plates and other equip-
ment,” said Raju.

Though the Café could
accommodate only 20 customers
at a time, the queue outside the
eatery for buying packed foods is
quite long and necessitates the ser-
vices of local cops for ensuring
smooth flow of traffic in Paravoor
to Cherai beach road. “The café
has been build on land given to our
forefathers by the Maharaja of
Kochi. We consider this as an

honor and an auspicious sign,” said
Deepesh.

According to Roopesh, the
management of the small eatery
offers them happiness and peace
of mind during these troubles
times of Covid-19 and economic
slowdown. “We are quite content
with whatever we make out of this
hotel because our needs are lim-
ited. If someone wants to open a
big hotel, they are welcome but we
will be here with this small ven-
ture,” said Roopesh while helping
his mother in chopping and peal-
ing onions for uthappam. "For us,
this kitchen is a temple and cook-
ing is our pooja," said Jayan's
octogenarian mother.

Ernakulam had a mighty
Madras Café that served the
famous Madras Mani Iyer’s Masala
Dosas way back in the 1960s and
early  70s. That is gone long back
but now all foodies make their way
to Paravoor in search of the
Madras Café here. Small is paying
off. 
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Bharatiya Janata Party legis-
lator Ram Karan Kabir has

alleged that cows from a state-
run shelter home in Naraini
block of Banda were buried
alive by officials and left to die
after they exhausted funds to
feed them.

In a letter to Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, the legislator
said that he had himself rescued
cows who were buried in a pit,
dug with the help of JCBs (back-
hoe).

“The involvement of local
officials cannot be ruled out,”
Kabir said in his letter written on
December 7 and demanded a
high-level probe into the inci-
dent and asked why the bovines
were left to die.

Kabir said that around 250
cows from a temporary cowshed
operated by the nagar panchay-
at in Nairaini block of Banda
were transported by nine trucks

and taken to neighbouring
Panna Tiger Reserve in Panna
(Madhya Pradesh).

“The officials dug pits with
the help of JCBs and buried
around 50 sick and weak cows
there. There is anger among vil-
lagers over this incident. I went
to the spot and rescued the cows.
This barbaric act has maligned
the image of the government. A
probe should be immediately
initiated into the incident and
strict action should be taken
against the guilty,” the BJP law-
maker wrote in his letter.

The incident has come at a
time when the Yogi Adityanath
government has been claiming
that it has protected the lives of
gauvansh (cow). Recently, Yogi
had issued orders asking district
officials to protect cows from the
cold wave. Even in UP’s budget
for 2020-2021, the government
had allocated no less than Rs 700
crore for building and main-

taining cow shelters, apart from
imposing a 2 per cent cess on the
purchase of beer and Indian
Made Foreign Liquor to create
a corpus for cow protection.

Stray cattle have been a big
issue in villages and the oppo-
sition parties have made it a
political issue. Recently on
November 24, Samajwadi Party
president Akhilesh Yadav had
tweeted pictures of stray cattle
roaming around in city roads
while in another post on
December 5, he tweeted pictures
of stray cattle creating ruckus in
Shikarpur tehsil of Bulandshahr.

As per government dossiers,
there are 5,000 temporary cow
shelters having roughly 3,00,000
cattle. Besides, there are 92
Kanha Gaushalas run by state
municipal bodies housing near-
ly 21,000 cattle while 434 ‘kanji
houses’ (stray cattle houses) are
operational and have more than
3,600 cattle. 
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Waseem Rizvi aka Jitendra Narayan
Singh Tyagi, after converting to

Hinduism said that a large number of
Muslims were ready to embrace the
Sanatan Dharma but were scared of ret-
ribution by the Islamic radical elements.

Demanding protection to life and
property of Muslims desiring to
embrace Hinduism, Jitendra Narayan
Singh Tyagi said, “I am getting messages
and phone calls from thousands of peo-
ple from the entire country and they all
are Muslims who want to convert to the
Sanatan Dharma.”

He said these Muslims would
embrace Sanatan Dharma as soon as
they were assured of safety of their life
and property by the government.

“I am happy where I am and there
is no question of returning back to
Islam. All those who are opposed to my
conversion to Sanatan Dharma should
explain why they remained silent when

announcement was made by Shia cler-
ics about my expulsion from Islam,” said
the former chairman of UP Shia Central
Waqf Board.

Tyagi is facing constant threat to his
life from Islamic radical elements. He
is resident of a Muslim-dominated old
city area of Kashmiri Mohalla and is
under round the clock protection of
police.

“Conversion to Sanatan Dharma is
my personal decision and I will wel-
come all the members of my family who
want to convert to Sanatan Dharma. I
will not talk to my mother on this issue
but I will seek her blessings and tell her
that I have embraced Sanatan Dharma
and it is my last wish that after death
my body be cremated as per the
Sanatan rituals,” Tyagi said.

Defending his decision to embrace
Sanatan Dharma, Tyagi said, “My
objective is to attack Islamic radical
organisations like ISIS and the jihadi
mindset.”
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The ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
plans to inaugurate the newly-con-

structed Kashi Vishwanath Temple
Corridor on December 13. It also has
plans to organise a big spectacle by organ-
ising Deepotsava across the state for three
days starting from December 12 to be fol-
lowed by a month-long function.BJP state
president Swatantra Dev Singh said that
the live telecast of the inaugural ceremony
would be made in every village, mutt-
temple of the state and Deepotsav would
also be organised across the state on
December 12, 13 and 14.

He further said that religious lead-
ers, saints and intellectuals from all over
the country would attend the inaugu-
ration of the Vishwanath Dham
Corridor.

“This programme will be a symbol of
social harmony, unity and integrity of
Indian culture. The resolution taken by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to build
a new Kashi is about to take shape. To
make this programme historic, BJP
national president JP Nadda has proposed
several programmes at the party level and
these events will run for a month across

the state. These programmes will start
from December 13 and will continue till
Makar Sankranti on January 14. Public
representatives of the party will partici-
pate in these programmes,” Singh said
while addressing media persons in
Lucknow on Wednesday.

The BJP leader said that party
workers would also honour religious
leaders in all these programmes. “Before
this, a cleanliness drive will also be
launched from December 8 to 12. It has
already started in Kashi and the cam-
paign is being run in every ward there,”
he said.

Singh said after the inauguration of
the corridor on December 13 a meet-
ing of the chief ministers of BJP-ruled
states, and deputy chief ministers will be
organised on December 14. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and BJP pres-
ident JP Nadda will attend the event, he
added.

“Mayor's conference will be organ-
ised on December 17 and after this a
conference will also be organised to
promote natural farming. On January
12, 2022, on the birth anniversary of
Swami Vivekananda, a youth conference
will be organised in Kashi,” he said.
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Congress general secretary and UP in-charge
of the party, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, released

her party's women's manifesto in Lucknow on
Wednesday, promising 40 per cent reservation to
women in State Government jobs if voted to
power in the 2022 assembly polls.

Earlier, she had declared to field 40 per cent
women candidates in the upcoming state elec-
tions.Priyanka said that for the first time in India’s
political history, a manifesto `Shakti Vidhan'
focusing on women was being released.

The Congress manifesto is divided into six
parts – self-respect, self-reliance, education,
respect, security and health.

Addressing media persons at the UP Congress
Committee headquarters in Lucknow on
Wednesday, Priyanka said, “Today's women
want to fight and thus the party has prepared this
manifesto keeping in mind the same spirit. If the
Congress forms the next government in Uttar
Pradesh, then women will get 40 per cent reser-
vation in government jobs. Besides, 25 per cent
women will be recruited in the police department.”

The Congress leader further said these steps
would put pressure on other political parties to
take women's participation seriously.
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Samajwadi Party presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav hit

back at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over his
“red beacon” attack, saying
that the red colour sym-
bolised emotions, revolu-
tion and change, which the
Bharatiya Janata Party does
not understand.

“This isn’t a new lan-
guage. Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath too had spoken
about ‘red caps’ earlier.

Red is the colour of emo-
tions and the BJP does not
understand emotions. Life
exists because of the red
colour in it. What is the
colour of blood? Red is the
colour of revolution, of
change,” Akhilesh said.

“People of Uttar
Pradesh want develop-
ment. Farmers continued
to protest against the three
contentious farm laws and
numerous died in the
process. Did the govern-
ment understand their

emotions? MPs are sitting
on protest. Can the gov-
ernment understand their
emotions? The BJP cannot
understand emotions as it
is devoid of sensitivity. It’s
getting ousted from the
state and there will defi-
nitely be a change in UP,”
he added. The SP chief ’s
response came after the
Prime Minister Modi
equated the red caps worn
by Samajwadi Party work-
ers with ‘red beacons’, sug-
gesting hunger for power.
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Aland dispute between five
brothers took a violent

turn when four brothers
ganged up and brutally hacked
the elder brother's wife with
spade at Lambhua Kotwali
police station area of Sultanpur
on Wednesday.

The elder brother and his
daughter tried to rescue the vic-
tim but they were also injured
and had to be hospitalised for
treatment.

On being informed, the
local police along with senior
officers rushed to the spot and
sent the body for autopsy. Later
one of the assailants was
nabbed while the rest managed
to flee the scene.

As per reports, Atibal of
Bhadaiya locality of Nathu vil-
lage in Lambhua Kotwali juris-
diction was having a land relat-
ed dispute with his brothers
Prem, Achhelal, Jialal and 
PM.
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East Bengal on a course that
was to lead, over the next 24
years, to the breakup of
Pakistan and the rise of East
Bengal as the independent
republic of Bangladesh.

Moreover, Ayesha Jalal,
the Cambridge scholar who
has authored a volume titled
The Sole Spokesman, called
East Pakistan a rural slum,
meaning worthless except for
growing rice, which the locals
ate, and raw jute with no mills
to weave it until later. And, of
course, in the Sylhet district
there were some tea planta-
tions. But it must be said that
the jute and tea earned some
hard currency in foreign
exchange, more than what the
western wing earned in 1947-
48. Nevertheless, the tall, fair
west Pakistanis looked down
upon the easterners as dark,
short and inferior. The least
one did was to look upon the
New Medinawalas (Aligarh
University students) where
the sub-continental ‘brother-
hood of Islam’ were to gath-
er. In that potential fortress of
Islam, could one momin look
at another momin of the east
with such contempt? Yet he
did until he was rid of the
dark, short brother/sister in
1971, in his heart of hearts

good riddance.
West Pakistanis were

smug besides being contemp-
tuous. One example was Field
Marshal Ayub Khan, at the
peak of his power, amalga-
mating all of west Pakistan
into one province with Khan
Saheb, the brother of Frontier
Gandhi, as the Chief Minister.
He called it west Pakistan.
Instead, he should have sub-
divided east Pakistan into, say,
four provinces. So that the
eastern wing would have
united to vote for the Awami
League in 1971 and won all
the seats except two and be in
a position to vote out the
whole of the western wing.
The crisis had thus begun
with Mujibur Rahman claim-
ing to be the Prime Minister-
in-waiting. How could short,
black people rule over the tall,
fair people? The western wing
considered this an abdominal
thought and therefore sent Lt
General Tika Khan to devas-
tate the Bengalis.

In the late 1990s and dur-
ing the regime of Begum
Khaleda Rahman, Bangladesh
awarded India with six
chopped heads of its Border
Security Force personnel on
bamboos like shikared ani-
mals across the border.

Indians were so dreaded that
they took the beheaded heads
of their soldiers with equa-
nimity! There have been highs
in Indo-Bangladesh relations
in the years of Bangabandhu
and these six heads on bam-
boos were the low. When
Morarji Desai came to power
in 1977, he said that “we had
one Pakistan but Indira
Gandhi has given us two”.

Our relation with Dhaka
appears to be warm since
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi came to power but
recently Bangladesh reward-
ed India by desecrating 92
temples there and killing a few
local Hindus. It is possible that
the mischief was resorted to
by one or more terrorist
groups and had nothing to do
with the majority party, the
Awami League. Nevertheless,
the rioting proved, once again,
that Bangladesh can prove to
be, from time to time, a haven
and launch pad for terrorism.
What did India gain by 
freeing Bangladesh from the
yoke of Islamabad? If not 
infiltrators, terrorists?

(The writer is a 
well-known columnist, an
author and a former member
of the Rajya Sabha. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — Russian President Vladimir
Putin's recent visit to India to meet
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will bol-
ster up the economic ties and improve
the defence infrastructure, giving stim-
ulus to the ‘Make in India’ initiative. The
two countries have remained distant
from each other in the last two years
which created a jinx in the bilateral rela-
tions between them. India was partly left
alone to deal with emerging threats
from China and increased dependence
on the US as a compulsion. The differ-
ences remain obvious between US
President Joe Biden and PM Modi
despite much hyped diplomacy.

The formation of the Quad to
counter Chinese expansion in the Indo-
Pacific region and US alienation from
Afghanistan had enabled China to fos-
ter a close bond with fledgling Taliban
and Pakistan to display its hegemony
towards India and Taiwan and other
Quad nations. Russia, an old ally of
India, has always stood the test of time
which it has proved time and again.
India, on the other hand, is one of the
largest importers of Russian weapons.
One hopes that bilateral relations
between the two vibrant leaders PM
Modi and President Putin will grow and
benefit the interests of both the nations.

Janga Bahadur Sunuwar | Bagrakote
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Sir — Corruption is a worldwide bane
that affects different stratas of the
nation. Almost five per cent of the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) of developing
countries is drowned by the menace of
corruption. The developed nations are
reeling under the onslaught of corrupt
practices of their administration.
Education, health, economy and law are
but a few spheres of a nation that have
crumbled due to excessive corruption.
It is common knowledge that corrup-
tion in a Government structure is a hur-
dle on the path of development and
progress. 

American author John Steinbeck has
rightly said, “it is not just power that

corrupts, but the fear of losing the
power that corrodes the corrupt”. It can
be said that power doesn't corrupt peo-
ple, but people corrupt power. Bribe is
a chronic problem and deeply rooted in
our system. It won't go away easily, but
if we wish to see a corruption-free India,
the issue of bribes has to be settled. The
youth has an important role in acting
as a catalyst of change because it is an
age where the mind is generally free of
corrupt ideas. One also cannot under-
mine the role of parents and teachers in
inculcating the right values in young
minds. 

Ganapathi Bhat | Akola
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Sir — It is distressing to note that
sewage water flowed into the beautiful
Marina beach during the recent inces-
sant rains in Chennai and turned the
blue waters to a brownish hue. Not only
the Marina, oceans worldwide are con-

stantly under the threat of adulterations
and, in fact, have been reduced to ‘rub-
bish dumps’ with millions of tons of lit-
ter ending up in the sea. According to
the United Nations Environmental
Program, up to 12.7 metric tons of plas-
tic make their way into the oceans in a
year. 

We need to serve as educators and
ambassadors of a lifestyle in the water.
Needless to say that waterways are cru-
cial for the existence of human beings.
Together we must develop a passion for
the ocean and have the moral obliga-
tion to keep it clean and safe.  Said the
renowned Dutch painter Vincent Van
Gogh, “The heart of a man is very
much like the sea, it has its storms, it
has its tides and in its depth, it has its
pearls too.”

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Anumber of Indians have
written articles cele-
brating the country’s
joint victory with

Bangladesh in 1971. I have no
quarrel in principle with com-
memorating any triumph,
including one on the cricket or
hockey field. Although a victo-
ry over Pakistan is an intra-sub-
continental affair and therefore
rather like a para-civil war and
not an international triumph. We
have not enjoyed such an
achievement since Chandragupta
Maurya defeated Seleucus, the
appointee of Alexander the Great
over Bactria in 317 BC.

That is a quibble contrasted
with the blunder of helping to
separate the eastern wing of
Pakistan from the rest of the
country. International realpolitik
would have suggested that the
eastern wing with a majority of
the country’s population was a
millstone around Pakistan’s neck.
First and foremost, the popula-
tion of the eastern wing was larg-
er than the western’s. Two, the
Bengalis appeared prouder of
their language than their religion,
whether Islam or Hinduism. In
fact, Bengal was a reluctant
applicant to Pakistan. Fazlur
Rahman and Sir Abdul Rahim
were negotiating with Sarat Bose
to keep the province united to be
a third separate dominion over
and above Hindustan and
Pakistan. Jinnah was encourag-
ing them because a Muslim-
majority dominion would most-
ly side with Pakistan, especially
with a Muslim Premier, forever.
The Communist Party was also
backing this third opinion.

What East Bengal — now
Bangladesh — meant to Qaid-e-
Azam Jinnah is reflected in the
fact that he had never visited it
before March 19, 1948. When he
did, he addressed the Dhaka
University only to tell its students
that Urdu would be the sole
national language of Pakistan,
angering his audience. On March
21, he warned a large crowd at the
Dhaka Race Course against what
he called the forces of subversive
conspiracy bent on destroying
Pakistan’s unity. Feeble protests
were heard from the crowd. Far
louder voices of protest were to
be heard only days later. The Qaid
had through his Dhaka speech set
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Campaign activities have now
gained momentum in Uttar
Pradesh where elections are slat-
ed for early next year.  Chief

Minister Yogi Adityanath is visiting the
districts and making direct communica-
tion with the public. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is inaugurating projects
and Union Home Minister Amit Shah
along with BJP national president JP
Nadda is making forays into different
areas. Leaders of different opposition par-
ties have also started working on their
strategy to counter the ruling BJP govern-
ment.  

After Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath,
the focus is on Akhilesh Yadav who is also
drawing massive crowds wherever he is
going. People wait for hours, even till mid-
night, to get a glimpse of Akhilesh. Even
Congress national general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi is drawing good crowds
enthusing hopes among the party man-
darins that Congress may spring a sur-
prise in this election.

In all election surveys, Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) is being given the number
three position after Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and Samajwadi Party (SP).
Congress is being projected as the num-
ber four party in every election survey.
Despite, BSP being projected as a third
position no one can rule out the impor-
tance of Mayawati in UP politics. The
political pundits believe that rejecting
Mayawati in these elections would be a
great mistake as she and her party can still
prove to be a dark horse in this election. 

Recently, many senior leaders desert-
ed BSP, and the majority of them joined
Akhilesh’s party and the rest, BJP. This has
not affected Mayawati as she claimed that
those who left BSP had gone alone, thus
signifying that the cadre is still with her.
Bahujan Samaj Party has a committed a
vote bank of over 20 per cent. Mayawati
wants Muslim votes in UP. The party has
successfully carried out Brahmin
Sammelans across the state. She is insist-
ing on maintaining the old base of Dalit
and Brahmin votes in BSP.  In such a sit-
uation, BSP can surprise everyone at the
Hustings. 

In various election surveys conduct-
ed in the state, BJP has been projected to
get 41 to 44 percent of the votes, while SP,
as per surveys, is likely to get 32 percent
votes, followed by BSP (15 percent),
Congress (6 percent) and others also six
percent. In terms of seats, pollsters have
projected that BJP would get 241 to 249
seats and SP’s share would be between 130
and 138 seats. The surveys say that the
BSP may end up getting between 15 and
19 seats and the Congress between 3 and
7 seats. All the election surveys have given
more or less the same projections which
show that there would be a direct contest
between SP and BJP.  The surveys have
ignored BSP.

These surveys have not amused
Mayawati as she contends that such sur-
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veys do not affect her party. She
has also demanded that Election
Commission should ban such sur-
veys because she believes that
they are being carried out to influ-
ence some parties’ fortunes. She
alleged that a large amount of
money exchanged hands during
these surveys. According to lead-
ers close to Mayawati, the voters of
BSP do not participate in the
election surveys and they keep
silent and are supposed to throw
surprises in the elections.  The
think tank in BSP believes that UP
elections would witness a direct
contest between BJP and BSP, not
SP as projected by many surveys.
The belief in Mayawati’s camp is
that BSP will give a tough fight to
BJP on every seat.

What has made BSP leaders
confident is the ground support that
the party enjoys. They have a point
because BSP’s vote share has
remained almost the same despite
the BJP wave. In the 2017 elections,
the BSP got the highest 22.7 per
cent votes after BJP, whereas SP got
21.8 percent votes in that election.
Similarly, in the Lok Sabha elections
held in 2019, BSP had won ten Lok
Sabha seats with 19.26 percent
votes. Samajwadi Party that on the
other hand contested election as an
ally of the BSP got 17.96 percent
votes and could win only five seats.
Even evaluation of the previous
results shows that the vote share of
BSP in the 2012 assembly elections
was slightly above 25 percent.  This
was 5 percent less than the party’s

30 percent votes polled in the 2007
elections when Mayawati had
formed the government in UP.
This 5 percent shift in vote share in
2012 led SP to get 224 seats and
Akhilesh Yadav was sworn in as
Chief Minister while BSP’s seats
came down to 80.  In the 2009 Lok
Sabha elections, the party got 27
percent votes and 20 seats.  So, in
terms of vote share, the BSP has
been consistent.

In the case of Samajwadi Party,
Akhilesh Yadav has stitched caste
alliances with small parties.
Rumours are that many senior
leaders from BJP, including some
Cabinet rank ministers, are likely to
leave the party and join SP.
Akhilesh’s alliance with Om
Prakash Rajbhar Suheldev
Bharatiya Samaj Party (SBSP),
Mahan Dal of Keshav Prasad
Maurya, and Apna Dal (K) of
Krishna Patel in eastern UP and
Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) of Jayant
Chaudhry in western Uttar Pradesh
would pay a rich dividend. There
is a belief among SP leaders that
despite Prime Minister Narendra
Modi withdrawing the contentious
farm bills, the Jats will support the
RLD which in turn will help the
Samajwadi Party.

But, what could prove detri-
mental for Akhilesh is his relations
with his uncle Shivpal Singh Yadav.
Despite extending an olive branch
and waiting for his `bhatija’ to
announce seat-sharing with him,
Shivpal was cold-shouldered by
Akhilesh. It is no secret that

Akhilesh does not have political
acumen that his father Mulayam
Singh Yadav has. Akhilesh is not
suave as his father and does not
have the appeal all over the polit-
ical spectrum, again like his father.
The alliances he had made are not
natural alliances and are made
more for electoral gain. Take the
example of Mahan Dal or Apna
Dal, which are basically Kurmi
caste-dominated parties. The
Kurmis and Yadavs, both interme-
diary castes, are at loggerheads at
the ground level. Similarly in
western UP, Jats and Muslims
generally are not on the same page.
Muslims are SP’s vote bank while
Jats had voted for BJP and RLD in
previous elections. In this election,
will the Jats and Muslims vote
jointly?

The BJP leaders are seeking
votes on the basis of work being
done by both the Yogi and Modi
governments. They are emphasiz-
ing the virtue of `double engine’
government. The Congress is try-
ing to find a toe hold in UP. The
focus is on Priyanka Gandhi. The
enormous task before her is to build
a party structure at the ground level.
In this scenario, it is not prudent to
ignore BSP. Mayawati is working to
stitch a potent social engineering
umbrella that will include
Brahmins, Dalits and Muslims.
She has the confidence that she will
be able to bring all dominant caste
together. In this scenario, it would
be a mistake to dismiss Mayawati
in this election.

(The writer is 
Political Editor, The

Pioneer, Lucknow edition.
The views expressed 

are personal.)

Gendering human rights
has become passé in
India. However, female

teachers’ demand for of men-
strual leave every month in
Uttar Pradesh has raised eye-
brows. The teachers say poor
public transport and those
filthy toilets in schools add to
their woes during the periods.
Last year, food delivery com-
pany Zomato announced up to
10 days’ paid ‘period leave’ per
year for women and transgen-
ders, kicking off debates about
gender equality and ghettois-
ing women.

Suffice to say, umpteen
dimensions have been dis-
cussed about menstrual or
period leave recently. Even a
Menstruation Benefits Bill,
2017 is in the pipeline. A
menstrual period leave enables
the working women the option

to take paid or unpaid leave
from their workplace if they
are unable to attend to their
work because of this biologi-
cal norm. The need for this
kind of a policy emanated
from the fact that some
women undergo a condition
called dysmenorrhea or
extreme pain during first few
days of their menstrual cycle,
which also debilitates their
productive efficiency.

Such leave is not new in
India. Kerala had granted
menstrual leave to its female
students as early as 1912. A
leave policy to help women
during their menstrual cycle
first came up in Russia in the
19th century but it was later
withdrawn in 1927 because it
brought with it issues of gen-
der discrimination. In 1947,
Japan’s labor force brought a

law that provided menstrual
leave to its women workforce,
but the necessity for such a law
is still highly debated in Japan.
It is still debated whether
menstrual leave is a symbol of
care and concern for women
at workplace or a concealed
propaganda to make women
look inefficient to be employed
in high demanding jobs.

In India where talking
about menstruation is still
considered a taboo, will a
menstrual leave policy benefit
its intended stakeholders, that

is women? Will working
women from non-metropoli-
tan areas be able to shed their
inhibition and talk to their
male bosses menstrual leave?
In a country where even the
media shies away from adver-
tising napkins, how can poli-
cy makers expect women to
talk openly about availing
menstrual leave at their work-
places? These are pertinent
questions that call for paving
the way for social and attitu-
dinal change.

It is good to see people,
especially employers, open-
ing up to the idea of talking
about a taboo topic like peri-
ods and extending empathy to
women employees in the men-
strual age. Showing empathy to
women employees who gen-
uinely undergo physical dis-
comfort during first two days

of their menstrual cycle can be
considered as an act of human-
itarian concern and definitely,
it has nothing to do with fem-
inism. It is also highly subjec-
tive since women differ in their
physical discomfort during
their menstrual cycle with few
of them undergoing extreme
mental and physical agony, and
a lucky few do not have any
obvious physical discomfort at
all. At the same time, provid-
ing period leaves only widens
the gender gap and also deep-
ens the level of discrimination
against the fairer gender at
workplace.

Women in Indian cul-
ture have always been por-
trayed as a symbol of endless
patience and courage.
Homemakers are a poignant
testimony to the above state-
ment. They in particular have

never let their menstrual cycle
come in the way of their
duties towards their families.
Empathy from family mem-
bers during their menstrual
phase is the only support
they seek at such times.
However, the idea of offering
period leaves to women is not
a solution to the myriad prob-
lems that women encounter at
their workplaces. In that
respect, men too have their
share of psychological and
physiological worries that
need similar empathetic con-
siderations.

If corporates really want
to show that they care for their
women employees, they
should stop bringing policies
that promote gender discrim-
ination and gender bias.
Alternatively, corporates can
make their employees more

empathetic towards women
issues by making them aware
of the mental and physical
stress that haunt women dur-
ing their menstrual cycle and
motivate them to be more
compassionate towards
women during their difficult
times. This calls for bringing
up a culture where subjects
like periods are not treated as
a taboo and women feel unin-
hibited to speak about it in
their workplace. This is a
highly subjective issue, each
woman needs a different
treatment during this time,
and period leave is not an
umbrella solution and not
mandated too. It should be
dealt in an organised and
organic manner so that the
real sense of women empow-
erment can be translated into
reality in Indian society.
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(Sofi Dinesh and
Chakraborty are assistant

professors at Amrita
University, Kochi, and

Jaipuria Institute of
Management, Lucknow,
respectively. The views

expressed are personal.)
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The European diplomat
chairing nuclear talks

between Iran and world pow-
ers says negotiations in Vienna
will resume Thursday.

Enrique Mora said
Wednesday on Twitter that the
parties to the 2015 Vienna
accord will meet in the
Austrian capital after consult-
ing with their governments in
recent days.

European diplomats had
urged Tehran to come back
with “realistic proposals” after

Iran’s delegation last week made
numerous demands that were
deemed unacceptable by the
other parties to the accord —
Britain, China, France,
Germany and Russia. 

The United States with-
drew from the agreement in
2018 under former U.S.
President Donald Trump. His
successor Joe Biden has indi-
cated that the U.S. is willing to
return, and American diplo-
mats in Vienna are being
briefed by other powers.

The Vienna accord, for-
mally known as the Joint

Comprehensive Plan of Action,
was meant to rein in Tehran’s
nuclear program in return for
loosening economic sanctions
against Iran.Following the U.S.
decision to withdraw and
reimpose sanctions, Iran has
ramped up its nuclear program
again by enriching uranium
beyond the thresholds allowed
in the agreement. 

Tehran has also restricted
monitors from the U.N. atom-
ic watchdog from accessing its
nuclear facilities, raising con-
cerns about what the country
is doing behind closed doors.

But Russia’s top represen-
tative expressed hope that an
agreement could eventually be
reached at the talks.

Mikhail Ulyanov tweeted
that contacts with the United
States and Iran “prove that
both sides are very serious”
about reviving the deal, though
he added that “their visions of
relevant ways and means differ.”

“The task of the negotiators
is to overcome these differ-
ences. It’s feasible in the light of
unity of purpose,” he said.
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Australia will join the United
States in a diplomatic boy-

cott of the Beijing Winter
Olympics over human rights
concerns, Prime Minister Scott
Morrison said Wednesday.

As it did following the U.S.
announcement on Tuesday,
China responded furiously,
saying no Australian officials
had been invited to the
Olympics and “no one would
care about whether they come
or not.”

Morrison said it should
come as no surprise that
Australian officials would boy-
cott the event after the nation’s
relationship with China had
broken down in recent years.

“I’m doing it because it’s in
Australia’s national interest,”
Morrison said. “It’s the right
thing to do.”He said Australian
athletes would still be able to
compete.As well as citing
human rights abuses, Morrison
said China had been very crit-
ical of Australia’s efforts to
have a strong defense force in
the region, “particularly in
relation, most recently, to our

decision to acquire nuclear-
powered submarines.”He said
his government was very happy
to talk to China about their dif-
ferences.“There’s been no
obstacle to that occurring on
our side, but the Chinese gov-
ernment has consistently not
accepted those opportunities
for us to meet,” Morrison said.

Rights groups have pushed
for a full boycott of the games,
accusing China of rights abus-
es against ethnic minorities.
The U.S. and Australian deci-
sions fall short of those calls but
come at an exceptionally tur-
bulent time for international
relations and have been met
with a barrage of criticism
from China.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin
denounced Morrison’s
announcement as “political
posturing,” but did not direct-
ly threaten the “resolute coun-
termeasures” it vowed to exact
on the U.S. “China has not
invited any Australian govern-
ment officials to attend the
Winter Olympics, and no one
would care about whether they
come or not,” Wang said at a
daily briefing.
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President Joe Biden and
Vladimir Putin were still far

apart after two hours of talks on
the escalating crisis caused by
Russia’s massing of tens of
thousands of troops near its
border with Ukraine.

Biden delivered a simple
message during Tuesday’s video
call with Putin: invade Ukraine
again and face painful sanc-
tions that will do resounding
harm to your economy. Putin
had his own blunt take, accord-
ing to his foreign adviser Yuri
Ushakov, telling the U.S. pres-
ident that “the Russian troops
are on their own territory, and
they don’t threaten anyone.”

With no immediate break-
through to ease tensions on the
Ukraine question, the U.S.
emphasized a need for diplo-
macy and de-escalation, while
issuing stern threats to Russia
about the high costs of a mili-
tary incursion.Biden “told
President Putin directly that if
Russia further invades Ukraine,
the United States and our

European allies would respond
with strong economic mea-
sures,” U.S. National Security
Adviser Jake Sullivan said. He
added that Biden said the U.S.
would also “provide addition-
al defensive material to the
Ukrainians … and we would
fortify our NATO allies on the
eastern flank with additional
capabilities in response to such
an escalation.”

White House officials
made clear that Biden is not
interested in putting U.S. troops
in harm’s way defending
Ukraine. But Sullivan added
that potential efforts to bolster
regional allies could lead to
additional deployments of U.S.
troops to eastern European
NATO allies. 

A top US envoy, Victoria
Nuland, said a Russian invasion
of Ukraine would also jeopar-
dize a controversial pipeline
between Russia and Germany
known as Nord Stream 2. She
told the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee on
Tuesday that if Russia invaded,
“our expectation is that the
pipeline will be suspended.”
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Center-left leader Olaf Scholz
became Germany’s ninth

post-World War II chancellor on
Wednesday, opening a new era
for the European Union’s most

populous nation and largest
economy after  Angela Merkel’s
16-year tenure. Scholz’s govern-
ment takes office with high
hopes of modernizing Germany
and combating climate change
but faces immediate challenge of

handling country’s toughest
phase yet of coronavirus pan-
demic. Lawmakers voted by
395-303 with six abstentions to
elect Scholz — a comfortable
majority, though short of the 416
seats his three-party coalition
holds in 736-seat lower house of
parliament. That’s not unusual
when chancellors are elected, and
some lawmakers were out sick or
in quarantine. 

Merkel, who is no longer a
member of parliament, looked
on from spectators’ gallery as
parliament voted. Lawmakers
gave her a standing ovation.
Scholz, 63, Germany’s vice chan-
cellor and finance minister since
2018, brings a wealth of experi-
ence and discipline to an untried
coalition of his center-left Social
Democrats, the environmental-
ist Greens and pro-business Free

Democrats. The three parties are
portraying combination of for-
mer rivals as a progressive
alliance that will bring new
energy to country after Merkel’s
near-record time in office.

“We are venturing a new
departure, one that takes up
major challenges of this decade
and well beyond that,” Scholz
said Tuesday. If parties succeed,
he added, “that is a mandate to
be reelected together at next elec-
tion.”Scholz, an unflappable and
supremely self-confident figure
who in past has displayed an abil-
ity to put aside setbacks quick-
ly, cracked a smile as he was
elected and as he was formally
appointed by President Frank-
Walter Steinmeier. 
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Asuspect in the 2018 killing
of Saudi journalist Jamal

Khashoggi was arrested
Tuesday in France, according to
a French judicial official. The
official said the suspect was
being held on the basis of a
Turkish arrest warrant. 

He requested not being
named in accordance with the
French justice system’s cus-
tomary practices.French radio
RTL said the Saudi national,
Khalid Aedh al-Otaibi, was
arrested at the Roissy airport
near Paris as he was trying to
board a flight to Riyadh. 

Al-Otaibi was one of over
a dozen Saudi officials sanc-
tioned by the US Treasury in
2018 over Khashoggi’s killing
and dismemberment at the
Saudi Consulate in Istanbul in
2018. He was also mentioned in
the declassified US intelligence
report that said Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman
had “approved” the operation
that killed Khashoggi. The
report used an alternate English
transliteration of his last name.
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Bangladesh sentenced 20
university students to death

on Wednesday for the brutal
2019 murder of a young man
who criticised the government
on social media. 

The battered body of Abrar
Fahad, 21, was found in his
university dormitory hours
after he wrote a Facebook post
slamming Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina for signing a
water-sharing deal with India.

He was beaten with a
cricket bat and other blunt
objects for six hours by 25 fel-
low students who were mem-
bers of the ruling Awami
League's student wing, the

Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL). "I am happy with the
verdict," Fahad's father Barkat
Ullah told reporters outside
court after the verdict. "I hope
the punishments will be served
soon."

Prosecutor Abdullah Abu
told AFP that the remaining
five perpetrators were sen-
tenced to life imprisonment.All
those handed death sentences
were between 20 and 22 years
old and attended the elite
Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
alongside Fahad. 

Three of the defendants
are still at large while the rest
were in courtroom. A lawyer
for the defendants said the sen-
tence would be appealed.
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Mumbai: Reserve Bank
Governor Shaktikanta Das on
Wednesday defended the cen-
tral bank's more-than-antici-
pated dovish stance wherein
the MPC unanimously voted
to continue with an accom-
modative policy, saying "our
overarching policy focus and
priority now is supporting
growth" amid the threat of a
third wave of Covid-19 and the
legroom a cooling inflation
print offers.  

The comments came after
the RBI's Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) left the
key policy rates unchanged
for the ninth time in a 
row. 

The repo rate was left at 4
per cent, which was on expect-
ed lines, while the reverse repo,
which has been the effective
policy rate since the pandem-
ic hit in March 2020, was sur-
prisingly kept unchanged at
3.35 per cent despite the cen-
tral bank preparing the market
for a much-needed and delayed
rebalancing of the liquidity
overdose for quite sometime
now. 

The policy move was pred-
icated on the belief that if the
Omicron variant of the coron-
avirus triggers a third wave of
the pandemic in India, it can
easily upend the fledgling
recovery. 

Retail inflation is likely to
ease to around 5 per cent next
fiscal on the back of govern-
ment measures to ease supplies,
reduction in fuel prices and
prospects of good crops, Das
said. 

For FY22, retail inflation is
pegged at 5.3 per cent and
should inch down to 4 - 4.3 per
cent by end-FY23. 

PTI

Mumbai: As the RBI moves
ahead for the launch of the cen-
tral bank digital currency
(CBDC), Governor Shaktikanta
Das on Wednesday marked out
cyber security and digital frauds
as the main challenges in the
new system.

Deputy Governor T Rabi
Sankar said there are two types
of CBDCs - wholesale and retail
- and a lot of work has happened
in the former while the latter was
termed as a "complicated" aspect
which will take time.

The RBI had earlier this
year announced that it has
started work on the CBDC, in
line with other major central
banks of the world which are
looking at a fiat digital cur-
rency. According to a report,
the RBI is looking to start
with pilot exercises on the
same front by early next year.

"Main concern comes from
the angle of cybersecurity and
possibility of digital frauds. We
have to be very careful about
that," Das told reporters in the
post-policy interaction. PTI

New Delhi:Fitch Ratings on
Wednesday cut India's eco-
nomic growth forecast to 8.4
per cent for the current fiscal
year ending March 31, 2022,
saying the rebound after the
second wave of Covid infec-
tions has been subdued than
expected.

Fitch, which had previ-
ously forecast a GDP growth of
8.7 per cent in 2021-22 (April
2021 to March 2022), howev-
er, raised the economic growth
projection for the next finan-
cial year (FY23) to 10.3 per cent
from previously forecast 10
per cent.

The economy had con-
tracted by 7.3 per cent in the
2020-21 fiscal as restrictions
imposed to curb spread of
coronavirus pummelled busi-
ness activity.

"India's economy staged a
strong rebound in 3Q21 (July-
September 2021) from the
Delta variant-induced sharp
contraction," Fitch said in its
Global Economic Outlook
(GEO). 

The GDP rose a sharp
11.4 per cent when compared
to the preceding April-June
quarter when it had slumped
12.4 per cent.

"However, the bounce was
more subdued than we expect-
ed in our September GEO.
The rebound in the services
sector was weaker than hoped
for," it said.

Nevertheless, business sur-
veys and mobility data point to
activity growing robustly in 4Q21
(October-December 2021).
Growth in the manufacturing
sector is constrained by ongoing
supply shortages, but the supply
bottlenecks are expected to ease
in the coming months. PTI

����� �4��.�

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Wednesday kept

borrowing costs at a record-
low for the ninth consecutive
time as it decided to continue
supporting economic growth
amid uncertainty over the
impact of the Omicron strain
of the coronavirus on the econ-
omy.

The six-member Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC),
which has paused rate changes
since August last year, unani-
mously decided to keep the
benchmark repurchase rate at
4 per cent and voted 5-1 to
retain its accommodative pol-
icy stance as long as is neces-
sary, reflecting a continued
bias to support economic
growth given that inflation
was not a big worry.

The reverse repo rate -- the
level at which it absorbs excess
cash from lenders -- was kept
unchanged at 3.35 per cent.

It kept the GDP growth
projections unchanged at 9.5
per cent for the current fiscal
and retained the inflation fore-
cast of 5.3 per cent for the full
year. While the Indian econo-
my has literally hauled itself
out of one of the deepest con-
tractions in April-June, it is not
yet strong enough to be self-
sustaining and durable.

"Given the slack in the
economy and the ongoing
catching-up of activity, espe-
cially of private consumption,
which is still below its pre-pan-
demic levels, continued policy
support is warranted for a
durable and broad-based
recovery," Governor

Shaktikanta Das said. "Our
motto is to ensure soft landing
that is well-timed."

There, however, has been
no guidance on the rate tra-
jectory.

RBI had slashed the repo
rate by a total of 115 basis
points (bps) since March 2020
to soften the blow from the
coronavirus pandemic and
tough containment measures.
This is on top of rate cuts to the
tune of 135 bps since the
beginning of 2019.

The central bank struck to
its principle of 'gradualism'
since the downside risks to a
durable growth trajectory have
clearly increased due to the
spread of the new COVID
variant Omicron.

On inflation, the central
bank took comfort from the
excise tax cuts in petrol and
diesel and the steps taken by
the government to moderate
prices in food categories such
as edible oil and pulses.

Das said the central bank
will continue rebalancing liq-
uidity conditions and will use
VRRR (Variable Rate Reverse
Repo) auction as the primary
tool for liquidity management,
shifting away from the fixed
reserve repo rate.

The RBI will raise the
amount of cash it absorbs
through the 14-day VRRR to
Rs 6.5 lakh crore on December
17 and subsequently to Rs 7.5
lakh crore on December 31.

At the same time, the auc-
tions will have a higher pro-
portion of 28 days vis-a-vis the
primary tenor of 14 days.

Excess cash in the banking
system hovered at around Rs
9.2 lakh crore, close to a record
high.

Mumbai:The Reserve Bank on
Wednesday retained the GDP
growth forecast at 9.5 per cent
for the current fiscal but cau-
tioned that the economic
recovery is not yet strong
enough to be self-sustaining
and durable.

In an address after the three-
day meeting of the Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC), RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das said
managing a durable, strong and
inclusive recovery is the central
bank's mission.

"We need to be persever-
ing, patient and persistent in
our efforts. We also need to be
aware, alert and agile to the
new realities confronting us.
Our efforts over the past one
year and nine months have
given us the confidence and a
head start to face the challenges
that lie ahead," he said. 

Das, whose tenure as the
Governor was extended by
three years recently, further
said the Indian economy is rel-
atively well-positioned on the
path of recovery but it cannot
be immune to global spillovers
or to possible surges of infec-
tions from new mutations,
including the Omicron variant.

According to him, incom-
ing information indicates that
consumption demand has been
improving, with pent-up
demand getting reinforced by
the festive season. PTI
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Mumbai: Retail inflation is
likely to ease to around 5 per
cent next fiscal on the back of
government measures to ease
supplies, reduction in fuel
prices and prospects of good
crops, the Reserve Bank of
India said on Wednesday.

For the current fiscal year to
be ending on March 31, 2022,
retail inflation is expected to be
around 5.3 per cent, the RBI said.

The reduction of excise
duty and VAT on petrol and
diesel will bring about a durable
reduction in inflation by way of
direct effects as well as indirect
effects operating through fuel
and transportation costs, RBI
Governor Shaktikanta Das said
while announcing the bi-
monthly policy decision. 

"The inflation trajectory is
likely to be in line with our ear-
lier projections, and price pres-
sures may persist in the imme-
diate term. Vegetable prices are
expected to see a seasonal cor-
rection with winter arrivals in
view of bright prospects for the
rabi crop.  Cost-push pressures
continue to impinge on core
inflation, though their pass-
through may remain muted
due to the slack in the econo-
my," Das said. PTI

Mumbai:With a view to make
digital transactions more
affordable, the Reserve Bank of
India will soon come out with
a discussion paper on the rea-
sonableness of charges on
transactions through digital
mode.

Observing that concerted
efforts by all stakeholders have
led to a significant increase in
digital payments in recent
years, RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das said there
have, however, been some con-
cerns on the reasonableness of
various charges incurred by
customers for digital payments
through credit cards, debit
cards, prepaid payment instru-
ments (cards and wallets),
Unified Payments Interface
(UPI) and the like. 

Entities involved in pro-
viding digital payment services
incur costs, which are general-
ly recovered from the mer-
chant or customer or is borne by
one or more of the participants,
he said while unveiling the bi-
monthly monetary policy. 

While there are advan-
tages and disadvantages of cus-
tomers bearing these charges,
they should be reasonable , he
added. PTI
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Actress Zareen Khan is featuring in a
peppy Punjabi track with Jordan

Sandhu, titled Chann Chann and it sure-
ly will make you groove to it’s bhangra
beats. Chann Chann is a romantic
Punjabi track which showcases a cute
love story between two lovers. 

Talking about the song, Khan
expresses, “I’m so happy to collaborate
with Jordan again, he is a very talented
artist. I have worked in movies, OTT and
music platforms space but I personally
love doing Punjabi music videos and I
would love to take more such projects
in the future.” 

“This song is very beautiful and I’m
very sure the audience will love it. It’s
playing on my phone on loop and it sure-
ly is going to be on everyone’s playlist this
wedding season. Every bit of this song
is very special to me and I have enjoyed
and loved shooting for it to the T,” she
added.

Chann Chann’s music video is out
now on YouTube.

There are those days, when
you’re a nerdy kid reading
Delhi Is Not Far and you’re

laughing at the little anecdotes
when you suddenly start imagin-
ing that you’re talking to the
author of the book that you’re
perusing. You start, in your little
head, framing what you’d want to
know about the world of reading
and writing by the maestros. No?
Just me?

Well. That happened. Might I
add, not that it wasn’t clear
already, that it was a huge deal, an
honour for me to converse with
one of my biggest idols. I don’t
have to specify how we’ve all
grown up reading short stories by
Bond (now that sounds even
cooler on him). I wanted to ask
him so many questions but time
was limited, of course. However,
one always wonders... A writer, as
legendary as Ruskin Bond, who
carries a plethora of experience in
his store, who has lived the most
important movements of the
Indian literary world and has
seen from Progressive writers to
the Chayavadi poets — what
would go in his mind? 

“I’ve been writing for 70 years
and, you know, writers come and
go,” Bond chuckled. 

In his soothingly gruff voice,
he continued, “There was not a
particular era, per se. Some of the
writers reflected the times they
live in, in their writings. Some
reflect the society in their works
— between the two world wars,
Independence struggle, partition,
and so on. R K Narayan and Mulk
Raj Anand, for instance, in the
colonial period, have spoken of
those times.”

“Now, of course, we have a lot
of new writers who’ve grown up
in independent India,” he added. 

On asking him what changes
he had noticed in the contempo-
rary writers, he cogitated, “Now,
many writers publish works in
English and regional languages.
I’ve seen more people want to
write. When I went to school in
the 1920s, there was no great
interest in becoming a writer by
profession. We didn’t have pub-
lishers then, either.  Only in the
1980s did we start having genuine
publishing industries, so now we
have more and more writers want-
ing to make a living out of writ-
ing.

Young people want to write,
now people want to become
celebrities through writing. That
could partly be the attraction. In
my time, we didn’t have visual
media so writers were only known
by their names. Nowadays, any-
one can be a celebrity.” 

This reminded me that in one
of his novels, Bond had men-
tioned ‘this world is for publish-
ers, and not writers’.

He paused before answering,
“Yes, and I wrote that in 1960s. I
was young (laughs). Now, publish-
ers are dominant, have gone
multinational, and have become
commercial. In the past, small
publishers often looked at good
quality.

Now everybody works on a
big scale. Publishers also take up
big names. So, it is not so great for
an author who is good but writ-
ing on a small scale. Although
there are more publishers today,
writers still face same problems.”

On the same lines, the decla-
ration of death of the author by
the post-structuralists is old news.
On asking for the veteran writer’s
opinion on who occupies the
center of totality in today’s liter-
ary world, he responded, “Today’s

literary world is hampered by
political conflicts that affect the
entire world. Writings have
become transient in nature. A lot
of things are happening in the
world. A lot of works, thus, get
outdated quickly because cur-
rent events are very transient.”

Bond, who has been recog-

nised by the Indian Council of
Child Education for his contribu-
tion to the growth of children’s lit-
erature in India, does believe,
however, that children occupy a
large readership and could be
considered the center. Also the
reason why he takes pleasure in
writing children’s books. 

The Padma Shri and Padma
Bhushan awardee tittered when I
asked him if he considered him-
self a romantic at heart. “Yes, I
believe you’re right. But more so
in my 20s and 30s, now I have
edged towards realism more. I
have become a bit like Hardy
(Thomas Hardy).”

Bond had once written the
most beautiful of quotes — And
when all the wars are done, a but-
terfly will still be beautiful. 

There have been so many
interpretations of the same. I feel
he wants to say that after all the
negativity, one would come back
home to positivity.  And so, I
asked him if that was the reason
why stories are important to him.
Since, no matter what, fairy tales
and fables remain evergreen and
beautiful because they remind one
of a great childhood and past. 

In response, the Sahitya
Akademi Award winner
explained, “Yes, that is 100 per
cent true. Stories are extremely
special. And I am not only talk-

ing about writing... I have been an
avid reader and have spent my life
reading more. More than a writer,
I am a reader. Just last week, I
stumbled upon some stories by
O Henry, the American writer.
And those stories are so fresh,
you know. He talks about all
walks of life... You can’t live
without stories.”

While writing poetry, I reach
what William Wordsworth called
the ‘moment of transcendence’.
Since Bond has been writing reg-
ularly throughout, I wanted to
know if writing had become like
meditation for him.

“Oh, yes, definitely,” he
chimed in. “It’s something I try to
do every day early in the morn-
ing. Writing is a passion for me.
If I stop for even two or three
days, I would start wondering if
something is wrong with me.  I
hope I continue this.” 

Bond was one of the speakers
at the Tata Literature Festival
Live this year. As Bond sweetly
adds, “Jai Tata Lit Fest ki!”

Every day, almost 93 per cent of
the children around the world

under the age of 15 breathe or are
exposed to toxic air. This is no sur-
prise considering the pace at which
the toxins are being released in the
environment. The elderly and chil-
dren are vulnerable to environmen-
tal hazards and air pollution is one
of the most life-threatening among
all of them.

Children, however, are exposed
to air pollution even before they are
born. There is an alarming rise in the
number of pregnancy complications
due to bad air quality including
slowed foetal growth, delayed lung
expansion and lower birth weights
that is linked to more number of pre-
mature babies in the present scenario.
This is due to the exposure of the
mother to various air pollutants
while being pregnant. 

The impact of air pollution on
the children can be related to certain
high-risk health issues. Some of
them are:

Respiratory/Asthmatic issues
The major cause for an alarming

rise of respiratory issues in children
is definitely the pollution from vehi-
cles, particularly from the traffic in
the metro cities. Though there are
strict rules from the government to
regulate pollution being expelled by
the vehicles. Infants and children who
are exposed to this develop severe res-
piratory and breathing issues includ-
ing cough, pneumonia and even
mortality at times. Therefore, extra
care while travelling and minimising
the exposure in densely polluted areas
is essential.

Complications due to lower immu-
nity

Studies by Stratford University
prove that lower immunity of an
infant is directly linked to the com-
plications from the exposure of the
mother to various air pollutants dur-

ing pregnancy. This results in prema-
ture birth, even before their lungs are
fully expanded. They are therefore
more prone to pneumonia, breathing
issues etc. They can also later devel-
op fatal illnesses like lung cancer and
other pulmonary disorders.

Stagnant physical and mental
growth

One may wonder how a child’s
growth is related to air pollution. But
a child’s growth is affected and can
be limited due to health issues aris-
ing from various factors of air pollu-
tion. They can become mentally
and emotionally drained as they will
be restricted to the four walls of the
house or hospital, wherein, child-

hood, the golden time in a person’s
life, is not experienced to the fullest.

Neurological and cardio-respirato-
ry issues

Early exposure to air pollution for
infants can result in severe neuro-
toxic issues even decades after expo-
sure. Changes in the autonomous
function of the organs results in dras-

tic neurological imbalance of the
heart, brain and other vital functions
of the body. Almost 90 per cent of the
children, particularly in the metro
cities of India have been diagnosed
with neurological complications that
are connected to the various air pol-
lutants.

We should take the blame for
what is happening right now. During
our childhood there were more
trees and less smoke, more open
places and less concrete jungles, less-
er factories in highly populated
areas and lesser vehicles on roads.
Although we cannot rewind and
bring all these to the present, as
responsible citizens, we can con-
tribute to help bring down air pol-
lution by using public transport,
walking wherever possible, burning
less fossil fuels and creating aware-
ness among others. 

(The author is a JT, consultant
— paediatric pulmonology and

sleep medicine —  Aster RV
Hospital, JP Nagar, Bengaluru.)

It’s always a proud moment for
Indians to see our tricolour

being raised in other countries.
Bollywood actor Urvashi Rautela
has headed to Israel for Miss
Universe 2021. The actress, who
was crowned Miss Diva Universe
2015 and represented India at the
Miss Universe 2015 pageant, was
spotted recently at Mumbai
Airport as she flew off to Eilat,
Israel, Rautela is going to be the
youngest judge panelist in the his-
tory of Miss Universe Pageant
2021. She was wearing an orange
outfit which showed off her toned
body. The balloon sleeves crop
shirt and matching palazzo pants
paired with black shades, black
stilettos and hair tied up in a pony-
tail with just a hint of blush and

lip gloss upped the glam factor. 
The actress revealed that she

was proud of being the first Indian
superstar to judge the Miss
Universe. Talking about the work
front, Rautela will play Poonam
Mishra, the real-life wife of
Inspector Avinash Mishra, played
by Randeep Hooda in the web film
Inspector Avinash. Rautela will
also appear in a few more south
Indian films, including the Telugu
feature Black Rose, in which is the
lead, and a 200 crore Tamil block-
buster starring Saravana. The next
schedule for the film is set to start
soon. Apart from that she shared
the official poster for her forth-
coming film Dil Hai Gray, which
is a Hindi version of the Tamil film
Thiruttu Payale 2.
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�What is the goal of the
energy transition? 

The energy transition is the
way of transforming fossil-
fuel-based energy sources to
zero-carbon energy sources.
Wind energy, electric vehicles,
and solar energy are a few
examples.

This has become a global
motto in recent years. All
worldwide leaders in business
and government are sharing
their energy transition plans for
their companies or countries.

According to IERA, the
goal is to transfer the global
energy sector from fossil fuels
to zero-carbon energy sources
by the second half of this cen-
tury. 

The bottom line is to pro-
vide affordable, reliable, and
increasingly sustainable ener-
gy.

�What are your thoughts on
the energy transition?

Just as the smart phone
changed the landscape of
communication, the energy
transition will change the land-
scape of energy. It will provide
world easily accessible clean
energy. 

Simultaneously, it will
change global energy politics.
The world will no longer be
reliant on oil-producing coun-
tries such as Saudi Arabia.

It will provide a variety of
energy options at competitive
prices. Many parts of the world
are still in need of electricity. It
will change as a result of the
energy transition.

�How do you envision India's
energy transition?

Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi announced on

the country’s 75th

Independence Day about ener-
gy-independent by 2047.
India's government established
a road map and has achieved
significant progress in the ener-
gy transition during the last
few years. India has encour-
aged the widespread use of
energy-efficient LED lighting
in most homes, and driven an
explosion in the use of renew-
able energy sources, led by
solar power, among other
things. India came in fifth
place in the Solar Country
Rankings, ahead of the United
Kingdom, France, and Italy.

India will achieve energy
independence solely through
an energy transition.  

�What role may India play in
supporting the United States
in its energy transition?

According to the Wall
Street Journal, China present-
ly manufactures 75 per cent of
all lithium-ion battery cells.
The same China continues to
dominate the solar panel sup-
ply. 

As indicated previously,
energy transition is lowering

reliance on oil-rich countries,
but on the other hand, China
is getting control of the man-
ufacture and supply of renew-
able energy equipment for
world demand. 

India is home to highly
skilled workers who support
industries in Southeast Asia,
the Middle East, and else-
where. In terms of manufac-
turing, India is a low-cost
powerhouse for the global
market. Automation and dig-
italisation are expert fields in
which India has a large pool of
IT workers. Partnership
between India and the United
States in which high-end tech-
nology from the United States
is combined with skilled labour
and low-cost manufacturing
from India can provide an
alternate supply chain.

�What is the outlook for the
oil and gas industry?

With the global population
expected to touch the nine-bil-
lion mark by 2040, the
International Energy Agency
IEA’s annual study predicts
that global energy demand
will more than double from
today. And along with other
accessible renewable energy
sources, oil and gas will con-
tinue to be in demand.  

Major oil and gas compa-
nies have already stated plans
to cut carbon emissions and are
actively pursuing it. Companies
are reviewing its strategies and
supply chain to compete in the
new market dynamics. The oil
and gas industry will continue
to work on lowering overall
operating costs and investing in
cleaner energy.

(The author is an energy
and supply chain expert.)

Global motto: Zero-carbon sources
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The 66th annual conference of
the Indian Society of

Theoretical and Applied
Mechanics (ISTAM) is being
held virtually at VIT AP
University, Amaravati from
December 3-5. 

Dr Samir V Kamat, distin-

guished scientist and DG, Naval
Systems and Materials at
DRDO, was the chief guest, as

he inaugurated the 66th ISTAM
annual conference. In his
address, he advised the current

generation to work towards
making the country self-suffi-
cient and self-reliant on crucial

technologies. 
Dr G Viswanathan,

founder and chancellor, VIT
Group of Institutions, empha-
sised on the importance of
research in the growth of a
nation, and VIT is the top insti-
tute in terms of research pub-
lications. 

Vice-chancellor Dr S V
Kota Reddy mentioned that
VIT-AP university is commit-
ted to continue towards its goal
of becoming a global hub of
research and development. 

Dr G Radhak rishna-
machrya, the president of
ISTAM, disclosed grand plans
for the next five years to come.
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The National  MSME
Expedition Team com-

prising of Deputy Director
Publicity and Chief Editor,
Laghu Udyog Samachar
Harendera Pratap Singh,
Assistant Director Dr Harish
Yadav, Media Innovators
Manjari Kumari and Uma
Yadav reached Delhi from
Sambhal District of UP on
December 8. Union Minister
of MSME Narayan Rane
flagged off the National
MSME Expedit ion on
November 27.

The team led by Pratap
Singh travelled more than
3,500 kms distance by road
during 12 day expedition.

The National MSME
Expedition Team covered five
states in the first phase of the
Expedition. The team organ-
ised 75 MSME sabhas in
rural and urban areas to

propagate the MSME
schemes on occasion of Azadi
Amrit Mahotsav being cele-
brated from March 12, 2021
to August 15, 2023 in the
country.

The team travelled via
Faridabad, Ballabgarh, Palval,
Agra, Firozabad, Fatehpur,
Kanpur, Allahabad, Rewa,
Varanasi, Buxar, Ara, Patna,
Chhapra,  Champaran,
Gorakhpur, Sant Kabir Nagar,
Sultanpur,  Kannauj,
Lucknow, Anupshahar and
Sambhal.

In Patna,  Saiyed
Shahnawaz Hussain, Minister
of Industries, Government
of Bihar flagged off the expe-
dition for onward journey.

In Lucknow, Siddharth
Nath Singh, Minister of
MSME, Government of Uttar
Pradesh f lagged of f  on
December 7. In Sambhal

District, Gulabo Devi, State
Minister of  Education,
Government of Uttar Pradesh
flagged off the expedition
team for Delhi.

During the entire course
of journey, the team spread-
ed awareness about MSME
schemes among thousands
of people directly and mil-
lions of people indirectly.

In Champaran, noted
freedom fighter and ex-min-
ister of Bihar Brajkishore
Singh handed over National
flag to the team. Amit Azad,
the grandson of the great rev-
olutionary of the freedom
struggle Chandrashekhar
Azad handed over National
flag to the team in Lucknow.

The team succeeded in
dissemination of the infor-
mation about the MSME
schemes in an infotainment
manner.
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England captain Joe Root
won the toss, opted to bat
and lost opener Rory

Burns on the very first delivery
of the Ashes series, a late
swinging yorker from Australia
paceman Mitchell Starc.

It set the tone for the
opening two sessions
Wednesday, which were more
like open season for Australia's
pace bowling pack. 

Pat Cummins took the last

three wickets and finished with
a five-wicket haul in his first
innings as Australia captain.
The England innings finished
with ominous thunder and
lightning starting to the west
and south of the Gabba.

Heavy rain and bad light
combined to prevent any fur-
ther play on Day 1. 

The overcast conditions
rapidly grew more gloomy for
the visitors after Starc's early
strike, with Josh Hazlewood
dismissing Dawid Malan (6)

and Root (0) as England
slipped to 11-3 in the sixth
over. 

When Cummins took his
first wicket — star allrounder
Ben Stokes (5) caught low at
third slip by Marnus
Labuschagne four balls after

the first drinks break —
England was reeling at 29-4.

Opener Haseeb Hameed
defied the attack and helped
England to 59-4 at lunch, but
was out for 25 early in the sec-
ond session when he edged a
Cummins' delivery that moved

away off the seam and was
caught by Steve Smith at sec-
ond slip. Ollie Pope and Jos
Buttler settled the innings,
combining in a 50-run stand to
staunch the flow of wickets
before both were out in their
30s. Buttler played an expansive

drive for his fifth boundary to
reach 39 but was out next ball
from Starc, edging behind to Alex
Carey as England slumped to
112-6. England added six runs
before Pope (35) top-edged an

attempted hook and was caught
by Hazlewood diving forward
near the fine-leg boundary, giv-
ing allrounder Cameron Green
his first test wicket.

Cummins had Ollie

Kohli removed from ODI
captaincy as Rohit becomes
new white-ball captain

!���	�
��������"#$����%	��" Robinson (0) caught behind
and Mark Wood (8) caught
at short-leg and the stadium
lights were turned on before
he had Chris Woakes (21)
caught in the deep by
Hazlewood to finish off
the innings. 

Cummins returned 5-
38 from 13.1 overs, with
Starc and Hazlewood tak-
ing two wickets apiece.

form.
Squad: Virat Kohli

(Capt),Rohit Sharma(vc), KL
Rahul, Mayank Agarwal,
Cheteshwar Pujara, Ajinkya
Rahane, Shreyas Iyer, Hanuma
Vihari, Rishabh Pant(wk),
Wriddhiman Saha(wk), R
Ashwin, Jayant Yadav, Ishant
Sharma, Mohd. Shami, Umesh
Yadav, Jasprit Bumrah, Shardul
Thakur, Md. Siraj.

Standby Players: Navdeep
Saini, Saurabh Kumar, Deepak
Chahar, Arzan Nagwaswalla. 
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Virat Kohli was on
Wednesday removed as

India's ODI captain with the
national selection committee
making 

Rohit Sharma the sole
white-ball leader of the team
till the 2023 50-over World
Cup.

In another significant
development, Ajinkya
Rahane was removed from
Test vice-captaincy, a posi-
tion which was also given to
Rohit.

The BCCI announced
the 18-member squad for the
three Test series which does-
n't include all-rounder
Ravindra Jadeja, spinner
Axar Patel, and opener
Shubman Gill due to various
injuries.

Hanuma Vihari has
made a comeback in the
main squad while Ishant
Sharma has been able to
retain his place despite poor


