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Two more new cases of
Omicron infection, SARS-

CoV-2 variant of Covid-19
were reported on Saturday in
India, one each from
Maharashtra and Gujarat. With
this, the number of infections
from Omicron has gone to four
in two days. Two cases of the
new variant of Covid-19 were
reported from Karnataka on
Friday. On Saturday, one case
was reported from Jamnagar 
in Gujarat, another one 
from Mumbai.

A 72-year-old man from
Zimbabwe, who reached
Jamnagar last week, was found
infected with the Omicron
variant of the coronavirus dis-

ease becoming the first case in
the State, the State health
department confirmed.

Dr S Chatterjee, the nodal
officer for Covid-19 at the
State-run Guru Gobind Singh
Hospital in Jamnagar told
reporters, “The man’s samples
were sent to the
Biotechnological Research
Laboratory in Ahmedabad
which found him positive for
the Omicron variant. He has
been kept in isolation ever
since his admission to the hos-
pital. We had traced all his con-
tacts, screened them and they
tested negative.” 

He added, “We will test all
his contacts once again after the
reports confirmed that he 
carried the Omicron variant 

of the virus.”
Gujarat’s additional chief

secretary (health) Manoj
Aggarwal said, “A micro con-
tainment zone has been made
where he is living. In the area,
we will do the tracing, testing
of people.”

He landed in Jamnagar on
November 28. Soon after, he
was running a fever and his
doctor asked him to go for an
RT-PCR test and he was found
Covid-19 infected.

The officials are also trac-
ing 87 people who could have
come in contact with him in
the Jamnagar district.

The man was visiting his
in-laws at his native Morakda
village near Jamnagar city and
has been living in Zimbabwe,
which has been classified as an

“at-risk” country, for many
years. In the second instance,
a 33-year-old man, who arrived
in Mumbai from South Africa
via New Delhi, tested positive
for the latest variant on
Saturday. The passenger, who
is exhibiting mild symptoms,
including fever, is currently
under treatment at a Covid
centre in Kalyan-Dombivali.

The infected person
arrived from Capetown on
November 24 and complained
of mild fever, but no other
symptoms were noticed.

Meanwhile, 30 other pas-
sengers coming from Dubai to
Ahmedabad and a woman who
reached Vadodara from
London have tested positive 
for Covid-19. 

Continued on Page 2
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Setting the stage for Vladimir
Putin-Narendra Modi sum-

mit here next week, the Indian
Government has cleared the
much-awaited AK-203 rifle
deal. A factory in Korwa in
Amethi will manufacture more
than six lakh rifles of the latest
variant of the AK-47 in a joint
venture between India 
and Russia.

In the first phase, the
armed forces will get the AK-
203 rifles, and in the second
phase the Central paramilitary
forces and State police will
acquire them as reported in
The Pioneer on November 24.

The Cabinet Committee
on Security (CCS), headed by
the Prime Minister, cleared
the AK-203 deal earlier this
week, sources said here on
Saturday.  The Defence
Acquisition Council (DAC)
headed Defence Minister

Rajnath Singh had approved
the contract on November 24.
The deal may be inked during
the summit.

The CCS nod came days
before Putin will hold talks
with Modi here on Monday.
The high-profile summit will
be preceded by the first ever
two-plus-two dialogue between
the respective defence and for-
eign minister of India and
Russia the same day. India 
has such a two-plus-two 
format with the US, Japan 
and Australia.

As regards the AK-203
deal, Government sources said
here on Saturday it will provide
a big boost to self-reliance in
defence manufacturing 
in India. 

It reflects the increasing
paradigm shift in defence

acquisition from buy (global) to
Make in India. This endeavour
will be done in partnership
with Russia and reflects the
deepening partnership between
the two countries in the
defence sector. 

The project will provide
business opportunities to var-
ious MSMEs and other defence
industries for supply of raw
material and components,
which will lead to generation of
new employment opportuni-
ties. The project marks a sig-
nificant stride towards making
UP a key contributor in the
ascendent defence manufac-
turing prowess of India.

The 7.62 X 39mm caliber
AK-203 Rifles will replace in-
service INSAS Rifle inducted
over three decades back. 

Continued on Page 2
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Protesting farmers’ groups on
Saturday formed a five-

member committee for dia-
logue with the Government on
their six issues, including a legal
backing of the minimum sup-
port price (MSP) after Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
spoke to two farmers leaders
late on Friday and assured
them that the Government
was serious about their
demands.

After a meeting under the
aegis of the Samyukt Kisan
Morcha (SKM), farmer groups
have decided to continue their

protests till a formal and satis-
factory response from the
Government was received. The
next meeting of farmers’ groups
would be held on December 7.

After the meeting, farmer
leader and Bharatiya Kisan
Union spokesperson Rakesh

Tikait said the committee will
consist of Balbir Singh Rajewal,
Shiv Kumar Kakka, Gurnam
Singh Charuni, Yudhvir Singh
and Ashok Dhawale. 

“Farmers’ Morchas  will
hold its next meeting on
December 7 at 11 am to finalise

the agenda for talks with the
Government. The committee
will decide on who will hold
talks in various States from the
farmers’ side. Farmers would
not end their protests until gets
confirmation from the
Government on their
demands,” he said. 

On Tuesday, the
Government had sought five
names from Kisan Morcha 
to discuss the pending
demands.

“Whatever we talk about
with the Centre, we will have
that agenda ready. In Haryana,
we already have a committee.
If the Haryana Government
wants to talk, they are ready.
Our five-member committee
will handle all affairs, and we
hope the Centre will be in
touch with us through them. It
will be responsible for deciding
who will talk in respective
States,” Tikait added.

Continued on Page 2
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Veteran journalist Vinod
Dua, who started his career

with Doordarshan in the black
and white era and went on to
make his mark in the digital
space in the decades that fol-
lowed, died in Delhi’s Apollo
hospital on Saturday. He was 67. 

The last rites of the pio-
neering television journalist,
who was hospitalised with
Covid earlier this year and
lost his wife, radiologist
Padmavati ‘Chinna’ Dua, to the
virus in June, will be per-
formed at the Lodhi cremato-
rium here on Sunday, his
daughter and actor-comic
Mallika Dua said. 

Vinod Dua breathed his
last at 5 pm at the Indraprastha
Apollo Hospital where he was
battling chronic liver disease,
the hospital said in a statement.  

“He was admitted in the
intensive care unit in a critical

condition, and was monitored
by a team of senior doctors. In
this tragic time, our prayers are
with his family and dear ones,”
it said.  

Mallika Dua announced
the death of her “irreverent,
fearless and extraordinary
father” on Instagram.

Continued on Page 2
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Derivatives of the Covid-19
Delta variant have the

potential to reduce the neu-
tralisation ability of the
Covishield vaccine, especially
among those who have never
been infected with the virus,
said ICMR researchers calling
for booster doses. 

They, however, added that
even with reduced neutralisa-
tion ability, Covishield will
protect against severe disease
and fatalities.

“Delta variant has slowly
dominated other variants of
concern. Subsequently, Delta
has further mutated to Delta
AY.1 to Delta AY.126. Of these,
Delta AY.1 has been reported
from several countries, includ-
ing India. It’s considered high-
ly infectious and probable
escape mutant,” researchers
said in the latest study posted
on bioRxiv (a repository of pre-
print studies).

An escape mutant is one

that can escape human
immune response or vaccine-
induced immune response.
Researchers had previously
evaluated the efficacy of
Covaxin against Delta AY.1
(because it is an escape mutant)
and found the vaccine to 
be effective.

The study is yet to be peer-
reviewed. Researchers evaluat-
ed the neutralising potential of
blood samples from people
who had received two doses of
the Covishield vaccine.

They studied three types of
blood samples. The first was
from people who have been
fully vaccinated with
Covishield and have never
been infected with Covid. The
second was from people who
have been fully vaccinated after
recovering from Covid infec-
tion in the past. The third was

from people who got infected
with Covid after being fully
vaccinated, that is people 
who suffered breakthrough
infections.

They observed the highest
reduction in the level of neu-
tralising antibodies against the
Delta — a reduction of 27.3-
fold — among fully vaccinated
individuals who had never
been infected with Covid, 
compared to other groups 
and variants.

Neutralisation was reduced
against Delta and AY.1 in all
three groups.

However, the team said
vaccines will continue to pro-
vide sufficient protection
against the severity of the dis-
ease and fatality, based on
breakthrough infections data
they analysed.

Continued on Page 2
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Amid concerns about rising
Omicron variant, the

Centre on Friday cautioned
Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Jammu & Kashmir, Odisha
and Mizoram to take necessary
steps under the “Test-Track-
Tr e a t - Va c c i n a t e - C o v i d
Appropriate Behaviour” strat-
egy to curb the spread of
Covid-19 and fatality. These
States have been reporting
surge in infections, weekly pos-
itivity rates and weekly deaths.

In a letter to these States,
Union Health Secretary Rajesh
Bhushan on Saturday advised
them to undertake enhanced
surveillance of international
travellers, monitor emerging
hotspots, prompt contact-trac-
ing of positive people, and
send all positive samples for
genome sequencing. He also
asked them to undertake early
identification of cases and
review of health infrastruc-
ture preparedness, and most
importantly, to focus on com-
munity sensitisation.

He pointed out that
Karnataka has reported 8,073
new cases in the month ending
December 3 (30 days) and

witnessed a slight increase in
weekly new cases to 2,272
cases (week ending December
3) from 1,664 cases (week end-
ing November 26), along with
an increase in weekly new
deaths from 22 to 29 over the
same period.

An increase in weekly new
deaths has been noted in
Bengaluru Urban, from eight
new deaths reported in the
week ending November 25 to
14 deaths in the week ending
December 2, he said.

Rise in weekly cases have
also been noted in Tumakuru,
Dharwad and Mysuru in the
southern State.

Similarly, Kerala has
reported 1,71,521 new cases in
the month ending December 3,
with a contribution of 55.8 per
cent to the country’s new cases
from over the past month.

Continued on Page 2
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Slamming the Trinamool
chief and West Bengal Chief

Minister Mamata Banerjee’s
move to sideline the Congress
and emerge as the key
Opposition’s face against the
BJP, the Shiv Sena on Saturday
said that Mamata’s bid to push
the grand-old party away from
national politics and create a
new Opposition front along
lines of the United Progressive
Alliance (UPA) was tanta-
mount to strengthening the
“fascist” ruling party at the
Centre.

“Mamata’s politics does not
augur well for the Congress.
Though it is true that TMC fin-
ished the Congress, the BJP and
the Left in West Bengal,
Mamata’s effort to push the
grand-old party away from
national politics and create a
new Opposition front along
lines of the United Progressive
Alliance (UPA) was tanta-
mount to strengthening the fas-
cist forces in the country,” the

Shiv Sena said.
In an editorial published in

its official mouth-piece
“Saamana”, the Shiv Sena said,
“We can understand Prime
Minister Modi saying the BJP
would wipe out the Congress
from the political map of the
country, because that is a part
of the current ruling party’s
agenda. But, any thought of fin-
ishing the Congress which is
fighting Modi and his fascist

tendencies poses a serious dan-
ger to the country”.

“There are no two opinions
about the fact that the weak-
ening of the Congress during
the last ten years is a serious
cause for concern. But, the
attempt to prevent the derailed
Congress from getting back
onto the tracks reflects the
destructive mindset of some
people,” the editorial said.

Continued on Page 2
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After West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee

questioned the existence of
Congress-led UPA, Samajwadi
party chief Akhilesh Yadav has
sought to write the obituary of
the grand old party in  Uttar
Pradesh Assembly polls.

Backing Mamata call for

forming an alternative to the
UPA, Akhilesh has said he
might be open to joining such
a political front led by the
Trinamool Congress supremo.

Talking about the prospect
of the Congress in the forth-
coming Assembly polls,
Akhilesh said, “The public will
refuse them... and they will get
0 seats in the upcoming election.”
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Mumbai-born left-arm
spinner Ajaz Patel on

Saturday entered the record
books as he became only the
third bowler in the 144-year-
old history of Test cricket to
take all 10 wickets in an innings
on the second day of the sec-
ond match against India here.

Patel, who had migrated to
New Zealand with his parents
back in 1996, ended the Indian
innings with figures of 47.5-12-
119-10 to equal England great
Jim Laker and Indian legend
Anil Kumble, who had
achieved the rarest of rare feat
in Test cricket.

The 33-year-old Patel, who
is playing in his 11th Test, had
only two five wicket hauls and
a best match haul of seven
wickets before Saturday’s feat.

Continued on Page 2

����3�	�	���"������,4	5��	���
!���"�	��������
!����	��6	�����
��	�
���
��7��"	
�����	����	� �*+

+����&�����������
�����
�������������%,�

�11����
��1234�5 4�/�
����1�
67,�/ /8�

	
��������
�������������
���������������
-������.//#'���
0���������'��	���
1�$����2���
�

���������������
��� !��"�#$%& ' %�(�
' "'($��&() )($� !�
)(!�")�� ($�!�() 
�� )(�"$� *��)('(�
+!,(*&(�(

<9����	��' -#�� =6��..,��==>
<(��� ���������!?�������(���������

�./*0��.��+�%&1� ���������	
������������������ �����������������	������������� !���"#$���

---.�	�/��0���.
��

%��9+�:
 ,-�:.�!-�!@ �A,-(9�2A
;�A��2@9���2.@�A,-(9 

$�9;/�3
,-�2-! ,(B � !*!@.
C29	(-2�!@.)� 

��,<=�>
92��2A�.-:!(9�:D� )!	.9(�,2-
2-�	@D)�2��(/,-5�)9(	!E�A*

�������(���	����2����������3��454%6�����	�%4��=

F�������')�
��� �����

�&�
�G����'��
���?����(�.���@ ��������&�
�G����'��
���G



��������

�������	
��	��������	�	�
�����
	���
�	���	
��	��	��
��	��	����	��������	�����	���	��	������	 ��
	��
!
�� �
�
���	"�
�	#
�
�	�
�$�	��!	%����&''(	(()� �����*	(''&+(''(+,,�	��������
����	-�����*	.&/'�	"�����	��	�-0%1�	 
��
�	����	�
$
�&)('/('�	2���	�����*	(')(&+3453((	6
+3455(( 
��	�������	
�	7
$�
�	��
8
��
�	����	%&)'(�	)''	"�����&�/�	����
	92���:�	;<�����=�	;�����*	�
=��	2�
���
��	10>	"2>�?1> ;	��	� )�((	;
��*	�
�����
�	�����*	���	@���*	���
�	6	1����

�	"����*	�
�$
����	6	�����
��		�����
�	*	��
A��
���	���8��!	-�����*	+��	.�����	"
�
�
	"������$	�������
.
�B

�	>�
��	���8��!&))�	('��	C���������*	(,))&)/+�++/�	)/+�+++�	)/+�++,�

��������	
�
�	�������
	���
	���	�������	���	�

�	���
�	��	�����	
�����	��	����������	����	�����������	��	�
���	����	��	��
	���������	���	���
���������	����	 �����������	���
�	��	����	�����������	��	�
�
�	���	�
�
�
��
	���	����	���	�
	���
�	��	������	��������	��	��	�������	��	��	��	��	��
	����
���	
�������	�������
���	���	�����
��	���	�
��
��	���	��	���	��
	��	�
�����������	���	��
�����
	��	����	��	��	�
�����	�	�������
�	��	����	�����������	��	���	���	��
	�
����	��	��	������	���
�	��	��
	�����	��	����	�����	���	������
�	��
	����
��	��	��
	
�������
	������������	��	����
�
��	�����	���	������	��	�
���� 
�	�
���	����	!
��
��	��
	�����
�	���	�
"�
��
�	��	�
���	���	�

�	����������
	�����
	��	������	��
��
��
�	�����	��
	�
�����	��	��	����	��	���
����
�
��	�
���

�
��������	��	��	����
���	�������
�	��	����	�
�����
��	#�
	�����
��	�������
��	
�����	���	��	
����

	��	��
	$���

�	%����&�	����	���	�
	�
��	�
��������
	���	��	����	��	�����	���
	�	��
	���
����
��	��	��
	��������	'	�
����
�	���	�����	���	�
	���
	�
��������
	���	��	����	��	�����	����
"�
��
�	���	�����
�	�������(�
���
�	�����
�	��	����	���
����
�
����

$�&���� !�1��"$�(* 1�����2'�)�3��4546

��	�� 9.	/-2�

After a lull of almost three months, novel
coronavirus infection cases spiked in

Uttar Pradesh with 27 people testing positive
in the last 24 hours while during the same peri-
od eight Covid-19 patients recovered.

A UP Government spokesman said that
the maximum of nine new Covid-19 cases
were reported from Gautam Buddha Nagar
(Noida) followed by five in Mainpuri, three in
Varanasi and two each in Lucknow, Mathura
and Bareilly and one each in Ghazipur,
Prayagraj and Maharajganj.

At present there are 116 active cases in the
state while 1.51 lakh samples were tested for
novel coronavirus infection in the last 24 hours.

“Following a sudden spike in COVID-19
cases, the UP government has intensified
screening and strengthened surveillance
across the state. Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has instructed officials to inten-
sify genome sequencing of the Covid samples.
In pursuance of the directive, genome
sequencing of samples is being carried out at
a rapid pace in at Lucknow's KGMU and
SGPGIMS,” the official said.

The facilities of genome sequencing are
available in BHU, CDRI, IGIB, Ram Manohar

L o h i a
I n s t i t u t e
and NBRI
in UP.

New Delhi: PDP president
Mehbooba Mufti on Saturday
accused the Centre of project-
ing Jammu and Kashmir as
"peaceful" whereas the fact was
that blood was being spilled on
its roads and people were being
slapped with anti-terror laws
for expressing their opinion.

Speaking at the Aaj Tak
Summit here about "Naya
Kashmir", Mehbooba, a former
chief minister, said her late father
Mufti Mohammed Sayeed had
tied up with the BJP in 2014 only
because he wanted to usher in a
new regime of peace in the state.

"My father had seen a
statesman like Atal Bihari
Vajpayee earlier and he had
hoped that the new regime of
BJP will work on the same ide-
ology," she said.

She questioned the use of
the term "Naya Kashmir" and
said "the new Kashmir that is
being advertised is not the
reality. Today an 18-month-old
girl is sitting in a protest to get

the body of her father who was
killed by security forces."

"Today, a Kashmiri Pandit
was killed in broad daylight.
The road is covered with the
blood of a Bihari man and we
call it Naya Kashmir? Is this
what we anticipated from the
word 'Naya Kashmir'?
Everywhere the situation is
projected to be better, then why
are the number of paramilitary
forces increased, fresh bunkers
built," she asked.

She also targeted the cen-
tral government.

"Forget 'Naya Kashmir' and
let us talk about 'Naya
Hindustan'.... In Naya
Hindustan, anyone talking
about the Constitution is
labelled as 'tukde tukde gang',
minorities irrespective of being
a roadside vendor or a film star
are socially and economically
outcast, farmers demanding
repeal (of farm laws) are labelled
as Khalistani and booked under
UAPA," she said. PTI
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If martyrs are not worshiped,
then from where will this

seed come, who will put soil on
his forehead after addressing
the Earth as mother. With the
utterance of these words,
Governor Mangubhai Patel
and Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan paid homage
to Jannayak Tantya Mama, a
symbol of tribal pride and
identity, on his sacrifice day in
a memorial program orga-
nized at Nehru Stadium, Indore
today.

In the remembrance pro-
gram, Governor Patel and Chief
Minister Chouhan worshiped
the Gaurav Kalash Yatra orga-
nized in the memory of Jannayak
Tantya Mama. They also paid
respect to the descendants of
Krantisurya Jannayak Tantya
Mama and honored them.

Patel said that he is feeling
happy and proud to participate
in the program organized on
the martyrdom day of the great
leader of freedom movement
Krantisurya Jannayak Tantya
Mama. Patel thanked Chief
Minister Chouhan for organiz-
ing a grand program to honor
the memory and martyrdom of
Jannayak Tantya Mama. He
told that the Gaurav Kalash
Yatra, dedicated to the sacrifice

of Tantya Mama, came to
Indore today after traveling
thousands of kilometers. Lakhs
of people participated in this
yatra, which itself shows the
popularity of Tantya Mama. He
said that efforts are being made
day and night by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Chief Minister Chouhan for the
welfare and all-round develop-
ment of the tribal community.

The Chief Minister said
that the British of even up to
England were scared by the
name of Tantya Mama. Tantya
Mama, the leader of the free-
dom movement, took up arms
against the atrocities against the
poor. Today is the time to
remember the tribal heroes
like Tantya Mama who dedi-
cated the last drop of their
body's blood for the country's
independence.
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Two days after he was suspended from
service, the Crime Branch Unit XI of

the Mumbai Police on Saturday filed a
charge-sheet against senior IPS officer and
Mumbai’s former Police Commissioner
Param Bir Singh and three others before
a city court, in an extortion case registered
against them by a hotelier.

The crime branch sleuths filed a com-
prehensive charge-sheet against Singh, incar-
cerated dismissed police inspector Sachin
Vaze and two others Sumit Singh and
Alpesh Patel, before Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate S. B. Bhajipale, in an
extortion case filed by hotelier Bimal Agarwal.

Saturday’s was the first charge-sheet
filed in the five FIRs registered against him
in Mumbai and Thane. The development
came 48 hours prior to the expiry of inter-
im protection from arrest granted to him
by the Supreme Court.

Singh and three other accused have
been booked under sections 384, 386, 388,
389 (all sections relating to extortion), 120-
b (criminal conspiracy), 201 (destruction
of evidence) and 34 (common intent) of
Indian Penal Code.

In his complaint, Agarwal had alleged
that Singh and Vaze -- who is currently
behind the bars for alleged involvement in
the cases involving the recovery of an
explosive-laden SUV near industrialist
Mukesh Ambani’s south Mumbai resi-
dence and subsequent murder of busi-

nessman Mansukh Hiran—and two other
accused had extorted cash and valuables
worth Rs 9 lakh from him as a pay-off for
not conducting raids on two of his bars at
Goregaon in north Mumbai which he ran
in partnership with another person.

Singh and Vaze had  allegedly also
forced him to purchase two smart phones
worth around Rs 2.92 lakh for them.

Apart from Singh and Vaze, Alpesh
Patel and Sumit Singh are currently on bail.

Riyaz Bhatti and Vinay Singh alias
Babloo have been named as absconding
accused in the case. Of the accused,
Alpesh Patel was arrested from Mehsana
railway station in Gujarat. Patel had
reportedly destroyed the mobile phone and
SIM card used in the offence. One of the
two mobile phones given to Sachin Waze
by the complainant as part of the extortion
has been seized by the investigators.

Based on Agrawal’s complaint,  the
police had registered a First Information
Report (FIR) against Singh, Vaze and two
others for offences under Sections 384, 385
388, 389 (extortion), 120B (criminal con-
spiracy) and 34 of the Indian Penal Code.

It was connection with this case that
the same court had on November 17
declared Singh—who had been abscond-
ing for more than six months – as “pro-
claimed offender and ordered him to
appear before the court or the Investigating
Officer within 30 days. On November 25,
Singh returned to the city and appeared
before the Crime Branch Unit 11 office of

the Mumbai police.
In his complaint, Agarwal had also

alleged that extortion calls were made to
him between January 2020 and March 2021.

The filing of the charge-sheet comes
as a major embarrassment for Singh, who
was once the Police Commissioner. The
city crime branch sleuths were waiting for
his suspension before they filed a charge-
sheet against Singh.   

On December 2, the Maharashtra gov-
ernment suspended Singh from service in
view of serious offences registered against
him and the disciplinary proceedings
launched into “certain irregularities and
lapses” committed him, including his
unauthorised absence from duty.

“The Government of Maharashtra is
satisfied that it is necessary and desirable
to place Parambir Singh under suspen-
sion… in accordance with the Rule 3(1)
and Rule 3(3) of the All India Service
(Discipline and Appeal) Rules, 1969,”
Venkatesh Bhat, Joint Secretary, state
Home Department, had stated in a three-
page order on Thursday evening.

Singh -- who had created a sensation on
March 20 this year by alleging that State
Home Minister Anil Deshmukh had asked
now arrested and dismissed police officer
Sachin Vaze to "collect" a staggering Rs 100
crore per month from bars, restaurants and
other sources in Mumbai – has been
booked for several serious offences registered
against him in four different police stations
in Mumbai and neighbouring Thane district.
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At least one in 100 patients
hospitalised with Covid-19

are likely to develop central
nervous system complications,
like strokes due to clogged
arteries, bleeding in the brain,
inflammation of the brain, and
other potentially fatal compli-
cations, researchers have said
after analysing nearly 40,000
cases of such hospitalised
infected patients.

Many of the patients had
comorbidities like hyperten-
sion, cardiac disease and dia-
betes, as per the study, one of
the largest multi-institutional
studies to date on brain com-
plications of Covid-19.

Researchers from the
Thomas Jefferson University in
Philadelphia, US said the most
common finding was a stroke
due to clogged arteries.

Symptoms led doctors to
suspect brain complications in
about 11 per cent, the
researchers reported at the
recent annual meeting of the
Radiological Society of North
America.

The most common com-
plication was ischemic stroke,
with an incidence of 6.2 per
cent, followed by intracranial
hemorrhage (3.72 per cent)
and encephalitis (0.47 per

cent), an inflammation of the
brain.

"Much has been written
about the overall pulmonary
problems related to Covid-19,
but we do not often talk about
the other organs that can be
affected," said study lead author
Scott H. Faro, M.D., FASFNR,
professor of radiology and neu-
rology and director of the
Division of
Neuroradiology/Head & Neck
Imaging at Thomas Jefferson
University in Philadelphia.

"Our study shows that cen-
tral nervous system complica-
tions represent a significant
cause of morbidity and mor-
tality in this devastating pan-
demic."

The patients had been
admitted between September
2019 and June 2020. Their
average age was 66 years old,
and there were twice as many
men as women.

The most common cause
of admission was confusion
and altered mental status, fol-
lowed by fever. 

There were 442 acute neu-
roimaging findings that were
most likely associated with the
viral infection. The overall
incidence of central nervous
system complications in this
large patient group was 1.2 per
cent.
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From page 1
He bowled four separate

spells of 24-10-57-4, 5-0-16-0,
6-0-16-2, 12.5-2-30-4 and got
his 10th and final wicket in the
form of Mohammed Siraj, who
tried a slog and was caught by
another player of Indian origin
Rachin Ravindra. 

Patel got a standing ovation
from the Indian team as the
umpires handed him the cov-
eted ball while leading his
team off the field. 

Incidentally, Patel is the
second player after Douglas
Jardine, who has played against
India in his city of birth. 

From page 1
“He lived an inimitable

life, rising from the refugee
colonies of Delhi to the peak
of journalistic excellence for
over 42 years, always, always
speaking truth to power. 

“He is now with our mom,
his beloved wife Chinna in
heaven where they will con-
tinue to sing, cook, travel and
drive each other up the wall,”
she wrote on her Instagram
Stories.

The couple, admitted in a
hospital in Gurgaon when the
second Covid wave was at its
peak, is also parents to elder
daughter Bakul Dua, a clinical
psychologist.

Vinod Dua’s health had
suffered ever since he con-
tracted Covid and he had been
in and out of hospitals. 

He was a pioneer in Hindi
broadcast journalism who
started his career with “Yuva
Manch”, a programme for the
youth on Doordarshan.  But it
was the election analysis he co-
anchored with Prannoy Roy
on Doordarshan in 1984 that
brought him real acclaim.

Much later, the journalist
with eclectic interests ranging
from politics to cooking host-
ed the popular food pro-

gramme “Zaika India Ka” for
NDTV that saw him exploring
distinct food cultures of dif-
ferent cities and towns in
India. 

He also anchored “Jan
Gan Man Ki Baat” for The
Wire Hindi. 

“Deeply mourning the loss
of Vinod.He was not just one
of the greatest,he was THE
greatest of his time.I have
always said that:THE greatest
An amazing talent I admired
and respected-and from whom
I learnt a lot in the many years
we worked closely together
Rest in peace my friend,” Roy,
his long-time friend and
NDTV co-founder, wrote on
Twitter.

Dua, who had a degree in
English literature from Hans
Raj College and later obtained
his master’s degree in literature
from the University of Delhi,
had won many laurels over the
years.

In 2008, he was honoured
with the Padma Shri for jour-
nalism. He was also the first
electronic media journalist to
receive the Ramnath Goenka
Excellence in Journalism
Award. 

Condolences poured in
from all quarters. Congress
leader Shashi Tharoor
described Dua’s death as a
great loss to Indian journalism

and our national discourse. 
Historian S Irfan Habib said he
was one of India’s most cred-
ible media veterans.  “Among
few journalists with a spine, a
dear friend and hugely accom-
plished in talking about poli-
tics, food, music and Urdu
poetry. Had a brief hello on
phone last month,” he tweet-
ed.

Many in the media world
expressed their shock.

The Press Club of India
said on Twitter that Dua was
a fearless symbol of the fourth
pillar of democracy, a jour-
nalist who could hold forth on
food, politics and culture
equally.

“We are poorer in his pass-
ing. The PCI stands by his
family, especially his daughters
who also lost their mother
Chinna Dua earlier this year.” 

“Mourning Vinod Dua the
pioneer of news television in
India & probably the greatest
TV presenter of our times.
One of the first times I ever
appeared on TV Vinod was the
anchor & i admired his natur-
al, easy style which none of us
could match in the decades to
come. A great loss,” added
journalist Vir Sanghvi.

Senior journalist Ashutosh
termed Dua a legend of TV
journalism who  never com-
promised with his values. 

From page 1
“Several studies have

reported the increase in
immune response in Covid-19
recovered cases and break-
through infections post-vacci-
nation,” the team noted in the
study.

They said that such a rise
in immune response actually
helps effectively neutralise the
immune escape variants in
breakthrough Covid cases.

“Once the individual gets
re-infection after vaccination or
vaccination post-recovery,
memory B cells (a type of
white blood cells involved in
immune response) are trig-
gered that generate higher lev-
els of immune response,” the
team noted.

They added that a booster
dose vaccination among fully
vaccinated people who have
never been infected with
Covid-19 would achieve a pro-
tective immune response to
fight against emerging SARS-
CoV-2 variants.

From page 1

“Also, 13 out of 14 districts are reporting a high num-
ber of weekly new cases in the State. Districts of concern
in the week ending December 2 are Thiruvananthapuram
(5,541), Ernakulam, (4,976), Kozhikode (3,676), Thrissur
(2,903) and Kottayam (2,478),” Bhushan noted.

Four districts --Thiruvananthapuram (11.61 per cent),
Wayanad (11.25 per cent), Kozhikode (11 per cent) and
Kottayam (10.81 per cent) -- are showing high weekly pos-
itivity of more than 10 per cent, while nine districts are report-
ing weekly positivity between 5-10 per cent.

Four other districts -- Thrissur, Malappuram,
Kozhikode and Kollam -- are reporting high quantum of
weekly new deaths in the state.

As for Jammu & Kashmir, Bhushan said, it has report-
ed 4,806 new cases in the month ending December 3, with
a few districts such as Kathua, Jammu, Ganderbal and
Baramulla showing an increase in the previous week.

Tamil Nadu has reported 23,764 new cases during the
same period. Vellore, Thiruvallur in Chennai showed an
increase in weekly new cases in the past week while Odisha
has reported 7,445 new cases during the same period, with
a contribution of 2.5 per cent to India’s new cases from
over the past month.

“It is important to note that Khordha district in the
State is reporting a high quantum of weekly new cases
with 900 new cases reported in the week ending
December 3,” he said.

From page 1
A farmer leader said Balbir Singh

Rajewal and Yudhvir Singh got a phone
call from Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Friday late evening to sort out
the issues. The committee was formed
following that, the farmer leader added.

“The Home Minister said the farm
legislations have been repealed and
wanted a committee to communicate
with the Government, so we finally
have made that committee now,”
farmer leader said.

In a statement, SKM said the next
meeting has now been fixed for
December 7, with the next two days
kept for the Government to respond it
and work along with the five-member
committee to resolve this agitation to
its logical conclusion. The farmers
groups believe the Government was
attempting to divide the farmers by
making individual calls to certain
farmers requesting to establish a com-
munication channel.

Meanwhile, the talks between
Haryana farm unions leaders and
Chief Minister Manohar Lal on Friday
remained inconclusive.

From page 1

AK-203 Assault Rifles, with
an effective range of 300
meters, are light weight, robust
and easy to use Modern Assault
Rifles with proven technology
that will enhance the combat
potential of soldiers to ade-
quately meet present and envis-
aged operational challenges. 

They will enhance the
operational effectiveness of the
Indian Army in Counter
Insurgency and Counter
Terrorism operations.

The project will be imple-
mented by a special purpose
Joint Venture called Indo-
Russian Rifles Private Ltd
(IRRPL). It has been created
with erstwhile Ordnance
Factory Board (OFB) [now
Advanced Weapons and

Equipment India Limited
(AWEIL) and Munitions India
Limited (MIL)] of India and
Rosoboronexport (RoE) and
concern Kalashnikov of Russia.

The rifles will be manu-
factured over a ten-year peri-
od time.  Meanwhile, India will
procure 70,000 AK-203s off the
shelf from Russia to maintain
operational preparedness,
sources said.

The deal was first

announced in 2018 and the
Prime Minister had even inau-
gurated the production facili-
ty at the Korwa Ordnance
Factory in Amethi in March
2019.

On Putin-Modi summit,
officials said the two leaders
will review the state of bilater-
al ties and discuss ways to fur-
ther strengthen the strategic
partnership between the two
countries.

From page 1
Their genome sequencing

is being done to ascertain if
they have been infected with
the Omicron mutant.

India is on a list of at least
30 countries where the variant
has been detected though, so
far, the evidence doesn’t suggest
it to be more lethal than the
Delta variant. However, the
sharp rise in cases in South
Africa and the significant num-
ber of mutations it bore that
potentially gave it a growth
advantage are factors that
prompted the World Health
Organisation (WHO) to label

it a Variant of Concern within
days of it being reported by the
South African medical author-
ities.

India currently reports
around 9,000 coronavirus
cases a day, with the bulk of
them being reported out of
Kerala. The India Sars-Cov-2
genome consortium, which is
in charge of testing a portion
of positive samples to ascertain
their genomes, in an update on
Monday underlined that most
of the cases being detected in
India were of the Delta variant
and its associated sub-lin-
eages.

From page 1
The Sena's criticism  of Mamata's efforts to occu-

py the Congress' space by negating the very exis-
tence of  the UPA comes as a big boost to the belea-
guered Congress  at a time when it is fighting not
just the BJP but also the detractors within and out-
side the non-BJP parties.     

Batting for the UPA strongly, the Shiv Sena made
no bones about its displeasure over the statement made
by Mamata in Mumbai: “What’s UPA?.There’s no UPA”.
“The BJP under Modi’s leadership may not need the
NDA, but the Opposition needs UPA. Forming a par-
allel opposition alliance to the UPA is akin to strength-
ening the BJP. The question is who should lead the UPA.
Those who are opposed to the Congress leading the
UPA should come out openly rather than indulging in
shadow boxing. This kind of shadow boxing will only
lead to suspicions,” the Sena mouth-piece said.

“Sonia Gandhi or Rahul Gandhi should come out
and speak about the issue of UPA leadership. The
need of the hour is to strengthen the UPA. They
should take the lead in strengthening the UPA,” the
“Saamana” editorial said.

Taking strong exception to poll strategist and
Mamata’s advisor  Prashant Kishor’s statement that
Congress’s leadership of the Opposition was  not the
“divine right of an individual, especially when the party
has lost more than 90 per cent elections in last 10 years”,
the “Saamana” editorial said : “No one has divine right
of Opposition leadership. No one knows as to what
will happen in 2024. There was a time when people
felt that the BJP would remain in the Opposition all
its life but its fortunes changed”.“Today, Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka Gandhi are fighting against those who
are trying to undermine them politically,” Sena mouth-
piece said.
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Delhi’s air on Saturday con-
tinued to remain in the very

poor category, System of Air
Quality and Weather
Forecasting and Research
(SAFAR), said.

The overall Air Quality
Index (AQI) on the National
Ambient Air Quality Index
(NAAQI) was 342 micrograms
per cubic.

According to the short
range weather forecast, SAFAR
said, for the next three days,
winds are likely to be  low reduc-
ing ventilation leading to degra-
dation of air quality but within
the same category. “From
December 7 onwards winds are
expected to increase dispersing
pollutants but AQI is likely to

remain in ‘very poor’ category.
Partly cloudy sky and low mix-
ing layer height are preventing
efficient dispersion of pollu-
tants,” it said.

As per the SAFAR, the PM
10 levels were recorded at 248 in
the ‘moderate’ category and PM
2.5 levels were recorded at 148
in the ‘very poor’ category. The
air quality in Noida has
improved from the ‘hazardous’-
to the ‘very poor’ category. The
overall AQI in Noida stood at
331. Meanwhile, the air quality
in Gurugram was at the upper
end of ‘severe’ category at 480.

An AQI between zero and
50 is considered ‘good’, 51 and
100 ‘satisfactory’, 101 and 200
‘moderate’, 201 and 300 ‘poor’,
301 and 400 ‘very poor’, and 401
and 500 ‘severe’.
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The Delhi Police has arrested
a 25-year-old man for

allegedly cheating shopkeepers
by purchasing mobile phones
showing fake screenshots of
payment in the National Capital.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Hemant Vashisht, a res-
ident of Faridabad in Haryana.

According to police, a case
was registered on Thursday at
Cyber Police Station in central
district. The matter came to light
when a Rajinder Nagar shop-
keeper named Mohsin Khan
filed a complaint against an
alleged fraud. In his complaint,
he wrote that in August a cus-
tomer came to his shop to pur-
chase a Samsung S-21 mobile
phone. The customer wanted to
make the payment through
online mode, he said, and when
he agreed, the customer showed
him a screenshot of the pay-
ment. Later, the shopkeeper
found no payment was made by
the buyer and the screenshot
showed, was fake.

“During investigation,
police found that the bought
phone was being used by a man
named Aslam, living in Ramesh
Nagar. When asked about it,
Aslam said he had purchased the
phone from a shop in Gaffar
Market, Karol Bagh. Later, police
interrogated Sunil Kumar, the
shopkeeper from whom Aslam
had bought the mobile,” said
Shweta Chauhan, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP),
Central district.“Kumar told
police that he bought the phone
from an unknown person. Later,
police received a tip-off that
Vashisht was coming to sell
another phone to the same
shopkeeper, and arrested him
when came,” said the DCP.

Vashisht is a commerce
graduate from Allahabad
University and is currently
working as property dealer in
Faridabad, she said. He used to
cheat people by showing fake
screenshots of payment for
expensive mobile phones and
later sold those mobile phones
to others, the DCP said.
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The Delhi Police has instructed its personnel
and their family members to get fully vac-

cinated, besides following Covid-appropriate
behavior, amid rising concerns over the new
Covid-19 variant ‘Omicron’.

According to data shared by the Delhi Police,
over 95 per cent of its staff are vaccinated. Of
the total 77,809 members, 74,289 have been vac-
cinated till December 2 while 1,636 have been
medically exempted due to health-related
issues.

The department has also called for reviving
its Covid-19 Health Monitoring Cells headed by
inspector-rank officials, and ensuring availability
of oxygen cylinders and life saving medicines,
they said.

In an order issued on December 2, Shalini
Singh, the Special Commissioner of Police,
Welfare has instructed all the 15 police districts
and other units to be fully geared to face any exi-
gency related to Omicron through their respec-
tive Covid-19 nodal officers.

The force has been asked to ensure pre-
paredness of Covid care centres, availability of
oxygen cylinders and concentrators, life saving

medicines, hospital beds, ambulances, sanitiz-
ers, masks, gloves, PPE kits and other essential
items, order stated.

"Deputy Commissioners of Police (DCPs)
have been tasked with reviewing the medical
exemption granted to certain police personnel
from vaccination and encouraging them to get
vaccinated after consulting doctors," the order
read.

"The DCPs shall be the nodal officers for
ensuring proper medical facilities to the police
personnel and their families, and an officer of
the rank of inspector or above shall visit the hos-
pitalised police personnel and ensure requisite
assistance," the order read.

The department directed that the nodal offi-
cers from the hospitals and the DCPs, who are
the nodal officers for the police, share all con-
tact information immediately on the depart-
ment's official e-mail ID.

Besides, the DCPs will be responsible for
ensuring that the data on hospitalisation of police
personnel is e-mailed to the department by 8 am
everyday.

The order laid emphasis on revival of
Covid care centres at Shahdara and Rohini on
priority.
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Delhi Congress will “force-
fully” oppose the new

liquor policy as it will not only
ruin the health of the youth but
create law and order situation
in the national Capital, former
president of the Delhi Congress
and former speaker of the
Delhi Assembly, Subhash
Chopra said on Saturday.

Expressing “shock” over
the decision, Chopra said that
around 850 new liquor outlets
have been opened across the
city, including at non-con-
forming areas. “How could the
Lieutenant Governor of Delhi,
being the chairman of the
Delhi Development Authority,
allowed opening of liquor out-
lets at non-conforming areas,
even without seeking the opin-
ions of local residents, Gram
Sabhas and social and religious
organizations,” he asked.

Addressing the media,
Chopra said that liquor shops
have been allowed to open
without following mandatory

distance from places of worship
and educational institutions,
and at some places, shops have
been opened side-by-side so
that more and more youth
could be attracted to liquor
addiction, to further vitiate
the already disturbed law and
order situation in the Capital. 

"The Chief Minister who
kept criticising the liquor pol-
icy of the Congress
Government before coming to
power, has now flouted all
norms to liberalize the excise
policy," he said.

The Congress leader fur-
ther said that the closure of
government operated liquor
vends will render nearly 3,000
employees jobless. “It is shock-
ing to learn that vending licens-
es have been issued to compa-
nies who have been defaulters
of excise duty to the govern-
ment. Two companies related
to the Balaji group, controlled
by a politician from Andhra
Pradesh, have been allotted
three zones (Zone 4, 23 and
32), and another successful

bidder, Khao Gali Restaurants
Pvt. Ltd, have been allotted
Zones 2 and 3, though they
have been black-listed in
Delhi,” he alleged.

Elaborating about the issue,
he said that the some group of
Madhya Pradesh, which has
been black-listed in the State
over non-payment of excise
dues, is also in the list of
another beneficiary. 

He said that there is dis-
crepancy in the deposit of
earnest money, as there seems
to have taken place huge cor-
ruption in the allotment of
liquor vending zones, as the
policy will be destructive in
many ways.

Chopra said that the AAP
Government seems to have
learnt no lessons from the past
experience as no new ICU
oxygen bed has been added in
Delhi hospitals, and the con-
struction work of the three new
hospitals started by the
Congress Government at
Ambedkar Nagar, Burari and
Dwarka, is still dragging on.
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In view of municipal polls in Delhi
scheduled next year, Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP) has launched a massive ‘MCD
Badlaav’ campaign under which the party
will begin a door-to-door membership
campaign from Sunday.

The campaign seeks to reach voters in
each and every ward and was jointly
launched by senior AAP leaders Manish
Sisodia and Gopal Rai in presence of party
workers, MLAs, councillors and office
bearers at the party's headquarters.

Addressing the media, AAP senior
leader Manish Sisodia said that the AAP
is not a party, it is a movement; every party
in the country is trying to copy us. “We
have to change the politics of this coun-
try. The Delhi government under Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal so far in educa-
tion, healthcare and other sectors, and
exhorted the people to vote for the AAP
in the upcoming elections to bring the
party at the helm of affairs at the munic-
ipal corporations in Delhi,” he said.

Sisodia said that the membership
drive is beginning tomorrow to reach every
one. “Those who won't work will be count-

ed in negative. You must keep in mind that
big brother is watching. Just by making
attendance and sharing picture on
Facebook and WhatsApp will not help," he
said.

Speaking on the occasion, Rai target-
ed the ruling BJP on the issue of alleged
corruption in civic bodies and said the saf-
fron party has given two gifts to the peo-
ple of Delhi during its 15 years regime --
"three garbage mountains and extortion in
every lane" of the city.

"To bring change in Delhi municipal

corporations, a ‘maha abhiyan’(massive
campaign) is starting from today to oust
the corrupt BJP from power," he said.

As part of the 'MCD Badlaav' cam-
paign, a massive membership drive will be
rolled out on Sunday; he said and asked
his party leaders and workers to ensure its
success.

Rai, who is convenor of the AAP's
Delhi unit, also gave his party leaders and
workers a target of making at least 50 lakh
people members of the party under the
‘MCD Badlaav’ campaign. 
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Delhi Health Minister
Satendar Jain said on

Saturday that Delhi
Government is planning to
make mandatory free screening
services and treatment available
of hepatitis B and C for preg-
nant women to ensure timely
treatment and for this ‘mohal-
la clinics’ staff will be trained.

Jain participated in the
24th Hepatitis day at the
Institute of Liver and Biliary
Sciences. He  released a report
on “Hepatitis Awareness
Activities.”

The Minister explained
that Hepatitis C is easily treat-
able with a 12 week medicine
course. Hepatitis B can also be
prevented. “The two ways by
which Hepatitis B spreads is
from expecting mother to a
child and through blood trans-
fusion. This can easily be pre-
vented through early detec-
tion,” he said, “We will train the
staff of Mohalla Clinic to treat
this disease along with screen-
ing and we will make sure that
free medicines are available
there to treat the disease at the
primary level.We will devise a
mechanism to provide free
medicines to patients of
Hepatitis B in Mohalla Clinics.
Additionally, we will bring
Hepatitis under the notifiable
disease list of Delhi within the
next few months.”

He also said, “The Delhi
government will integrate the
test of Hepatitis with its
upcoming Health Management
Information System, by this, we
will ensure that every health
card holder goes through a
hepatitis test, once in a life-
time.”

Deputy chief minister
Manish Sisodia, who was also
present, said that Delhi gov-
ernment shall stand committed
to the elimination of Hepatitis
B and C and would welcome
any additional policy changes
and financial support required
by ILBS to make this program
a success.
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Delhi reported 51 coron-
avirus cases on Saturday

while the positivity rate of 0.08
per cent, according to data
shared by the health depart-
ment.

As per the health bulletin,
A total of 64 826 tests -- 55,421
RT-PCR and 9,405 rapid anti-
gen -- were conducted a day
ago, according to the latest
health bulletin.

The number of cumulative
cases of the disease rose to
14,41,295. Over 14.15 lakh
patients have recovered so far.
The death toll due to the coro-
navirus infection in Delhi stood
at 25,098.

In November, seven Covid-
19 deaths were reported in the
national capital, the highest
number of fatalities due to the
coronavirus infection in the last
three months in the national
capital, according to official
data. Delhi had recorded four
Covid deaths in October and
five in September.

Concerned over the threat
posed by the new omicron
variant of coronavirus, Delhi
chief minister Arvind Kejriwal
said on Tuesday that his
Government has prepared
30,000 oxygen beds and
ramped up oxygen supply and
storage facilities.
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The Delhi Government on Saturday
launched the official Business Blasters

website to support young entrepreneurs.
Now, anyone can now place orders to

buy products made by the Delhi
Government’s students on www.the business
blasters.in. Entrepreneurs from all over
India can register on the website to men-
tor or invest in the students' startups.

Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
asked people to be a part of the change and
help Delhi Govt students become self-reliant
individuals, who will be future job providers
rather than job seekers.

Member of Legislative Assembly (MLA)
from Kalkaji, Atishi said that for anyone
who wants to invest in these young entre-
preneurs or mentor them, please register on:
www.the business blasters.in. Second
episode of Business Blasters will be aired this
Sunday on December 5, at 7 pm on all major
TV channels.

According to the Delhi Government, it
is India’s first of its kind televised event
which will give class 11th and 12th students
of Delhi Government schools an opportu-
nity to present their projects to investors and
obtain investment capital to take them to
the next level. The show will witness stu-
dents’ business ideas, shortlisted from
51,000 ideas submitted by 3,00,000 students.

The website will serve as a central
repository of information on judges, stu-
dents and their projects featured in the
Business Blasters TV show which was
launched last week. Additionally, it will
showcase various developments, updates
and news about the program. Visitors will
also be able to watch the latest episodes of
the TV show on the website.

On the launch occasion Dy. CM Shri
Manish Sisodia, tweeted, "Be a part of the
change and help Delhi Govt students
become self-reliant individuals, who will be
future job providers rather than job seek-
ers. To mentor or invest in our young
Business Blasters, sign up at http://the-
businessblasters.in”

MLA Atishi also tweeted and said,
“Have been getting lots of calls and messages
from people across the country wanting to
support Delhi Govt’s young Business
Blasters! For anyone who wants to invest in
these young entrepreneurs or mentor them,
please register on: www.thebusiness-
blasters.in"

A special section of the website is ded-
icated to the project journeys of students
and the story behind their ideas. Different
stakeholders can also register their interest
in being a part of Delhi Government's
Business Blasters Programme as a mentor,
investor or a buyer on the official website
itself.
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Tests can be pre-booked at Air Suvidha
portal on www.newdelhiairport.in.

For the convenience of the passengers,
Delhi International Airport Limited
(DIAL) has set up 20 dedicated counters
on arrival piers for passengers who have
pre-booked their RT-PCR/Rapid PCR
test. There will be dedicated queues for
these passengers. They will save the time
taken for registration and will proceed
directly for testing.

“DIAL is also facilitating the RT-PCR
tests of 2 per cent international arriving
passengers who are not from at-risk coun-
tries. With DIAL’s facilitation, these tests
are being carried out free of cost with no
burden on the passengers,” A DIAL
spokesperson said. Passengers from 11 At
Risk countries, including Europe, have to
undergo mandatory RT-PCR/Rapid PCR
test on arrival in India. The arrangement
has been made following a rise in cases
of infection by a new variant of Covid-19
virus (Omicron).

“A significant number of incoming
international passengers at Delhi Airport
are pre-booking their Rapid/RTPCR
tests. This number of pre-bookings has
been going up ever since the latest test-
ing norms have come into practice.
These dedicated counters will help ease
the process further for passengers,” CEO-
DIAL Videh Kumar Jaipuriar said.
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On the occasion of the 100th
year of the Public

Accounts Committee (PAC),
President Ram Nath Kovind
on Saturday  said that the PAC
upholds prudence, wisdom
and propriety in the
Parliamentary system.

Kovind said Gandhiji con-
sidered account keeping as
essential for clean public life.
He  underlined that the phi-
losophy of public accounts has
not been changed from the
time of Kautilya.

PAC was constituted in
1921 in the  pre-Independent
India. Since the sixties, an
opposition member has been
heading the committee.

The PAC examines the

accounts showing the appro-
priation of the sums granted by
Parliament to meet the expen-
diture of the central govern-
ment , the Annual Finance
Accounts of the Government of
India and such other accounts
laid before the House as the
Committee may think fit.

Several high dignitaries
along with central ministers
and members of Parliament of
both the  houses attended the
function in the Parliament.       

Vice President Venkaiah
Naidu said, PAC reports always
strive for improvement in the
system. PAC has detected many
financial lapses in its glorious
work traditions. Naidu also
suggested that Parliament
should meet 100 days in a year.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om

Birla said this is one of the most
important Committees of
Parliament and complimented
the PAC members for their
dedication to the cause.

In his first address in the
function, PAC Chairman Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury said, the
PAC is committed to uphold
transparency and accountabil-
ity of the government money.
He said the committee always
acts in an impartial manner.

The President released a
special souvenir depicting the
100 glorious years of PAC’s
journey and 67 special articles
including 15 from
Commonwealth countries. Mr
Kovind also inaugurated an
exhibition depicting the mile-
stone moments of PAC from
1921 to 2021. 
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In a relief for Andhra Pradesh,
Odisha and West Bengal,

the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) on
Saturday said that cyclonic
storm 'Jawad' weakened into a
deep depression on Saturday
and is likely to weaken further
into a depression by the time it
reaches Puri on Sunday.

The cyclonic storm weak-
ened into a deep depression
and lay centered over west-cen-
tral Bay of Bengal, about 180
km east-southeast of
Visakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh, and 330 km south-
southwest of Puri, Odisha at
5:30 pm, the IMD said in a
statement.

"It is likely to move north-
northeastwards and weaken
further into a depression by
tomorrow morning. It is like-
ly to reach near Puri around
Sunday noon. Subsequently, it
is likely to continue to move

north-northeastwards along
the coast of Odisha towards the
coast of West Bengal and weak-
en into a well marked low
pressure area during the sub-
sequent 24 hours," it said.
Saudi Arabia has given the
cyclone its name 'Jawad' -- the
liberal or merciful.

A low-pressure area had
developed over the Andaman
Sea on November 30.  It inten-
sified into a depression on
December 2 and further into a
deep depression on Friday
morning. It turned into a cyclone
on Friday noon, the IMD said.

The IMD has forecast
heavy to very heavy rainfall at
isolated places over Gangetic
West Bengal and north Odisha
on Sunday, and heavy rainfall
at isolated places over Assam,
Meghalaya and Tripura on
Sunday and Monday.  Sea con-
ditions will remain unsafe for
shipping and fishermen in the
central and north Bay of Bengal
till Sunday. 

New Delhi: The Railway
Ministry's focus is on improv-
ing passenger experience
through world-class railway
stations, Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said on Saturday.

Speaking at an event of the
Confederation of Indian
Industries, he maintained that
spending on new railway lines,
doubling of tracks and electrifi-
cation among others is on track.

With the stations at Bhopal
and Gandhinagar now with
world-class features in terms of
city integration and passenger
flow, 40 more stations will be
tendered shortly, he said.

The Mnister also said that
tourism is being created as a
new growth segment for the
railways and invited the indus-
try to participate in this objec-
tive. Modern train sets with air
cushions are being designed
and will be rolled out at the end
of the next year, he said.

For reducing cargo costs,
Vaishnaw noted that it is
important to raise the share of
freight carried by the railways.
For this, the ministry is work-
ing on stepping up investment
in new tracks, capacity and
other infrastructure, he said.

"The customer interface
must be made simple with not
more than three months for
clearances on cargo terminals
and other facilities. Wagon
designs are being changed to
cater to different commodities
and products. The railways is
working on a hybrid BOT
model for greater private par-
ticipation," he added.

In telecom, the railway
minister said India is develop-
ing its own 5G system. The
Postal Life Insurance (PLI)
scheme for telecom manufac-
turing has been very encour-
aging with 35 applications.

In the electronics and

information technology sector,
Vaishnaw said electronics man-
ufacturing is likely to exceed
the expectation of USD 250 bil-
lion of production by FY-26.
Similarly, Startup India had tar-
geted 100 unicorns by 2025, but
more than 70 are already in
place, he noted, adding that a
user-centric and trust-based
regime is being developed.

He also said that the bulk
of government's revenues is
going on capital investment in
areas such as healthcare infra-
structure.

"Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has called for changing
the government's operating
systems under the
Atmanirbhar Bharat package.
Capacity utilisation is now ris-
ing as a result of this strategy.
If the capital investment by the
government rises, private
investment will also pick up,”
Vaishnaw added. PTI

��	�� -!���!9:,

President Ram Nath Kovind on Friday
conferred the National Awards on indi-

viduals, institutions, organisations and
state/district etc. for their outstanding
achievements and work done towards
empowerment of Persons with Disabilities
(PwDs).

The president was the Chief Guest at
a function to celebrate “International
Day of Persons with Disabilities” organized
by the DEPwD, Ministry of Social Justice
& Empowerment on  Friday.

Union Minister for Social Justice and
Empowerment Dr. Virendra Kumar,
Ministers of State for Social Justice &
Empowerment  Ramdas Athawale,
Pratima Bhaumik  were also present in the
function.

In his address, Dr. Virendra Kumar
expressed his gratitude to the President  for
his presence and guidance from time to
time towards empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities.

Dr.  Kumar said that the Divyangjans
are valuable human resources and the
Prime Minister gives priority to the issues
of persons with disabilities in the National
Development Agenda. His motto is
"Inclusive growth, development of all
and confidence of all". The Government
has enacted the Right to Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016 which came into
effect from 19.04.2017. The Act provides
for 4% reservation in government jobs for
persons with disabilities.   In January 2021,

the Ministry has identified 3566 posts suit-
able for persons with disabilities, he said.

He also said that the Sugamya Bharat
Abhiyan (Accessible India Campaign)
was launched by the Government on
03.12.2015 to provide universal accessi-
bility to persons with disabilities so that
they can live a meaningful life with dig-
nity. Public buildings, transport system
and information and communication
technology have been included under this
campaign.  Keeping in view the problems
related to accessibility faced by the mass-
es, the Department has developed a
Mobile APP to address those problems in
a quick and systematic manner as possi-
ble.  

The Government has set up Indian
Sign Language Research and Training
Centre to promote the empowerment of
hearing-impaired persons and to create
sign language in India. The Institute,
among other functions, is continuously
preparing sign language dictionaries that
have so far included more than 10,000
words.

Hyderabad: Chief Justice of India N
V Ramana on Saturday said that the
option of going to courts for dispute
resolution should be used as the "last
resort", only after exploring
Alternative Dispute Resolution
(ADR) mechanisms like arbitration
and mediation.

"My advice, after practicing in the
legal profession for over 40 years in
different capacities, is that you must
keep  the  option  of  going  to courts
as  a  last  resort.  Use  this  last  resort
only after exploring the option of
ADR- arbitration, mediation and
conciliation," he said.

Justice Ramana, who was speak-
ing at the Curtain Raiser and
Stakeholders' Conclave of
International Arbitration and
Mediation Centre (IAMC) here,
recalled Lord Krishna's attempt to
mediate between the Pandavas and
Kauravas in the epic Mahabharata.

"It may be worthwhile to recall
that the failure of mediation led to
disastrous consequences," he said.

The reasons for conflicts are
many, including misunderstandings,
ego issues, trust and greed. Ultimately,
small differences of opinion can lead
to a  big  conflict and  even  big  con-
flicts  can  be  resolved  with  some
effort  in understanding one anoth-
er, he said.

If  conflicts  arise  in personal  life,
they  can  be  resolved  by  avoiding

the people we do not like or by sac-
rificing some money to get mental
peace, among others, the CJI said.

A prudent person tries to find
ways  to  resolve  conflicts  amicably,
he said.

But  in  a  business,  money,  hon-
our  or  reputation cannot be lost and
the interests of business or industry
cannot be sacrificed. In such a situ-
ation also, an easy way of settling dis-
putes without wasting much time or
money or losing peace of mind can
be thought of, he said. 

"Now  to  come  back  to  the  real-
ity,  in  business  you  might  have  a
difference  of opinion and disagree-
ments. One would usually start by ini-
tiating a dialogue to clarify issues. If
it doesn't happen, you may still look
for people who can help you resolve
such issues by negotiating. If this also
doesn't work, then the only option
people consider is to go to courts," he
said, advising that going to courts
should be the last option.

Observing that arbitration and
mediation are efforts at restoring a
relationship, he said the most impor-
tant factor behind the resolution of
any dispute is having the right attitude
of leaving aside ego, emotions and
embracing practicality.

Once the conflicts enter a Court,
much gets lost in the practice and
procedure, he said.

PTI

New Delhi: Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu
on Saturday urged people not to panic about the
emergence of new Covid-19 strain Omicron and
advised them to remain vigilant and keep fol-
lowing Covid-appropriate behaviour till the pan-
demic is over. 

Addressing a gathering at a book launch
event at the Upa Rashtrapati Nivas here, he also
urged people to shed hesitancy and get them-
selves vaccinated against coronavirus at the ear-
liest.

The vice president said the coronavirus pan-
demic has come as a big challenge for the entire
human race, and appreciated the world's largest
vaccination drive currently underway in India,
an official statement of the Vice President
Secretariat said.

Naidu also referred to the transformation-
al changes brought in governance over the past
seven years. 

These changes are both empowering and
enabling 1.3 billion people to deliver on their
potential, he said. 

"Be it life expectancy, financial inclusion,
access to healthcare, employment, owning a
house, or honouring entrepreneurial ability, the
quality of Indian lives is getting better with each
passing day," Naidu said.

Quoting the prime minister's three word
mantra – 'reform, perform and transform', the vice
president praised the tremendous progress made
by the nation over the past few years in various
fields such as financial inclusion, insurance cov-
erage, number of LPG connections for poor
women and tap water connection to households. 

He said following the principle of 'minimum
government and maximum governance', the
government is leveraging technologies to bring
transformation in every sector, and expressed
satisfaction over India becoming the third

largest startup ecosystem in the world. 
"It is a testimony to the government's res-

olute commitment to improve the business envi-
ronment in the country that India's ranking rose
to 63rd place in World Bank's Ease of Doing
Business Index 2020," he said.Naidu noted that
India's strategic partnerships are based on
mutual respect and the nation has given a res-
olute response to inimical forces who dared to
challenge its integrity and sovereignty. 

"We are guided by our unwavering self-belief
and our dedication to becoming 'atmanirbhar'
(self-reliant) in every possible way," he noted.

PTI
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Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Saturday

launched the party's online
campaign demanding com-
pensation for the families of
those who died of Covid and
accused the government of
sleeping while people coped
with pain and loss.

The Congress said the aim
of the "#SpeakUpforCovidNyay"
campaign was to demand that
the central government dis-
close the actual number of
Covid deaths in the country and
"properly compensate all fami-
lies of the victims with Rs 4
lakh".

"When it comes to people's
pain and loss, Government of
India is sleeping. Let's wake
them up," Rahul tweeted while
launching the campaign.

The party alleged the
Narendra Modi government
has very tactfully tried to cover
up its failures in managing the
Covid-19 pandemic by dis-
torting the number of Covid
deaths, the party alleged.

"#SpeakUpForCovidNyay
so the govt is forced to disclose
the correct number of Covid
deaths," it said on its official
Twitter handle.

The party alleged that the
government lacked the inten-
tion to support the distressed

families.
"If the government doesn't

have data of Covid deaths, the
entire country is willing to
share it with the government.
There is no dearth of fund...
The real issue is the govern-
ment is lacking in the intention
to help Covid-hit families. We
demand Rs 4 lakh each for the
kin of those who died of the
pandemic," AICC spokesper-
son Pawan Khera said.

"By making up false num-
bers, the Modi government is
not only withholding com-
pensation for lakhs of families,
but it is simply trying to cover
up its failure in managing and
controlling the pandemic,"
party said in a statement.

The Congress said that

under the disaster manage-
ment guidelines, the govern-
ment is required to compensate
the families of COVID-19 vic-
tims with Rs 4 lakh.

"The Modi government
has carefully tried to wriggle its
way out of compensating the
fair amount and is trying to set-
tle for compensation of a mea-
gre amount of Rs 50,000," it
alleged.

Several state Congress
units and leaders across the
country put out videos in sup-
port of the online campaign
and to press the government
for providing compensation of
Rs 4 lakh each to the families
of the COVID-19 deceased.The
party has raised the demand in
Parliament too.
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The Centre has accorded
sanction to upgrade the

post of one deputy comman-
dant (operations) to second-in-
command (operations) in each
of the 15 battalions of the Rapid
Action Force (RAF), 10 CoBRA
battalions and six Mahila bat-
talions of the CRPF to tem-
porarily stem stagnation at the
level of deputy commandants.

The proposal was pending
for over two years when a
cadre review was undertaken in
2016-17 and one deputy com-
mandant (operations) in each
of the General Duty battalions
was upgraded to second-in-
command (II-I/C). GD battal-
ions refer to operational bat-
talions of the Force.

While the purpose of the
cadre review was to undertake
a thorough cadre management,
the CRPF opted for ad hoc pro-
motion of the deputy com-
mandants to II-I/C. This led to
stagnation at the level of the
deputy commandants which
was affecting operational pro-
file, CRPF veterans said.

The move will lead to pro-
motion of 31 deputy com-
mandants in the RAF, special-
ized anti-Naxal unit Combat

Battalion for Resolute Action
(CoBRA) and Mahila
Battalions.

While officials welcomed
the move to promote the
deputy commandants in the
RAF, CoBRA and Mahila
Battalions, they termed it as a
temporary measure which will
not alleviate the long term
problem of stagnation at the
junior and middle level hier-
archy of the cadre officers.

While the rank of the
deputy commandants have
been upgraded to II I/C but the
number of the posts of the
deputy commandants has been
simultaneously reduced, they
said, adding the cadre review
conducted in 2016-17 was an
eyewash.

An Assistant Commandant
rank officer in the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) as
well as the Border Security
Force (BSF) takes 11 to 12 years
to get the first promotion to the
rank of deputy commandant as
against the army officers getting
their first promotion in just four
years. A deputy commandant is
promoted to the next level of II-
I/C in six to seven years. “This
leads to an increased age pro-
file of the junior and middle
level leadership in the armed

forces under the Union Home
Ministry which is alarming
and detrimental for both the
morale of the officers and oper-
ational efficiency,” officials said.

While yet another cadre
review is underway but the
same has not been finalized. A
scientific career progression
management of the cadre offi-
cers is required to improve the
bleak promotion prospects of
the officers who are recruited by
the Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC), they
added.

“The undersigned is direct-
ed to refer to CRPF’s (note on
the subject) and to convey
approval of the competent
authority for upgradation of
one post each of Deputy
Commandant (Ops) to the
rank of Second-in-Command
(Ops) in 10 CoBRA Bns, 15
RAF Battalions and 06 Mahila
Battalions of CRPF at par with
male GD (General Duty)
Battalions subject to the filling
up of these posts by the officers
who are already drawing NFFU
(non-functional financial
upgradation) or higher ranks,”
reads an order issued on
Tuesday by Under Secretary
Ashutosh Kumar of PF III desk
of the Union Home Ministry.
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Jaisalmer (Rajasthan): The
Narendra Modi government is
working to ensure better
healthcare facilities and
increased housing satisfaction
and family time for personnel
of the Central Armed Police
Forces, who are guarding
India's fronts under very diffi-
cult conditions, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah said on
Saturday.

Addressing Border
Security Force (BSF) personnel
at the 'Rohitash' post along the
India-Pakistan border here in
Rajasthan, the Minister said the
Government will do "every-
thing for the welfare of troops
who spend the golden days of
their life in protecting the
motherland".

Shah, who is on a two-day
visit to Jaisalmer in the desert
state, is spending the first night
of his trip at the 'Rohitash' bor-
der post, where he will share
meals with jawans during the
'bada khana' (feast).

"I am going to stay here
tonight with you at this post
and this is an attempt to under-
stand your difficulties and to
find ways to ease problems,"
Shah told troopers during an
evening address at a 'Sainik
Sammelan'.

He said the 'Rohitash' post

was witness to the glory and
bravery of BSF and army per-
sonnel during wars with
Pakistan.

Shah said his government
has made it a point to ensure
healthcare of jawans and their
families and that is why the
'Ayushman CAPF' scheme has
been launched.

"You can get all the health
benefits for your families by
just swiping a card...This new
scheme will lessen the admin-
istrative burden on forces like
the BSF, unlike earlier where
they had to clear a number of
health bills," the minister said.

Quoting official data, Shah
said 25 lakh 'Ayushman CAPF'
health cards have been dis-
tributed among personnel of
various central armed police
forces (CAPFs) till December
2.

In the BSF, 4.5 lakh cards
have been distributed, he said.

"We want to distribute
these cards, which will ensure
easy healthcare facilities to
jawans and their families, to
each and every personnel and
their kin by February next
year," he said.

"We are also working to
improve the housing satisfac-
tion level for CAPF personnel
," he said. PTI
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Outgoing Chancellor Angela
Merkel on Saturday made

what is likely her final appeal
before leaving office next week
for Germans to get vaccinated
against Covid-19.

Merkel gave what is expect-
ed to be her last weekly video
message two days after feder-
al and state leaders decided on
a series of measures meant to
break a wave of coronavirus
infections. 

The measures include
excluding unvaccinated people
across the country from
nonessential stores, restaurants
and sports and cultural venues.
In a longer-term move, parlia-
ment will consider a general
vaccine mandate.

At least 68.9 per cent of
Germans are fully vaccinated
against the coronavirus, short of
the Government’s aim of a min-

imum 75 per cent vaccination
rate. The number of unvacci-
nated residents has been blamed
as a key factor in a surge of new
virus cases in recent weeks.

Official figures suggest that
the infection rate may now 
be stabilising, but at too 
high a level.

The national disease con-
trol center on Saturday report-
ed 64,510 new daily cases and
a 7-day infection rate of 442.7
new cases per 1,00,000 resi-
dents. Another 378 deaths in 24

hours brought Germany’s total
in the pandemic to 102,946.

“Every one of them leaves
behind families or friends,
stunned, speechless and help-
less,” Merkel said in her video
message. “This is so bitter
because it is avoidable. With the
effective and safe vaccines, we
have the key to this in 
our hands.” 

She renewed a plea to
Germans to take the virus seri-
ously, adding that the new
omicron variant “appears to be
even more contagious than
the previous ones.”

“Get vaccinated, no matter
whether it’s a first vaccination
or a booster,” Merkel said.
“Every vaccination helps.”

Merkel is expected to leave
office on Wednesday and be
replaced by Olaf Scholz of the
center-left Social Democratic
Party, who is currently vice
chancellor. Scholz said on

Saturday that his Government’s
“most important first task” is to
“fight the corona pandemic with
all the strength that we have.” 

“There would be a differ-
ent situation now if just a few
more citizens had also made
the decision to get vaccination,”
he said at a convention of the
Social Democrats. “We must
again make a whole new effort,
set in motion a whole new
campaign” to get more shots in
arms, Scholz said. 

Senior members of the
party denounced a Friday
evening protest outside the
home of Saxony state’s health
minister, Petra Koepping, a
Social Democrat. About 30
people gathered with torches
and placards outside the home
in the eastern town of Grimma.

The demonstrators chant-
ed against coronavirus policies
before fleeing in cars when
police arrived.
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Zambia: Zambia has detected
its first cases of the Omicron
coronavirus variant in three
people who tested positive for
Covid-19 in the past week, the
health ministry said.

The three cases are a man
living in the district around the
capital Lusaka who travelled
abroad recently and is showing
mild symptoms, a man in

Chibombo District who also
travelled abroad recently but is
asymptomatic, and a woman in
Lusaka District who had 
not travelled abroad 
recently and had mild 
symptoms.

The Omicron variant has
been detected in 39 countries,
up from 23 just two days ago. 

Agencies

Seoul: South Korea again broke
its daily records for coronavirus
infections and deaths and con-
firmed three more cases of the
new omicron variant as officials
scramble to tighten social dis-
tancing and border controls.

The 5,352 new cases
reported by the Korea Disease
Control and Prevention
Agency on Saturday marked
the third time this week the
daily tally exceeded 5,000. The

country’s death toll was at
3,809 after a record 70 virus
patients died in the past 24
hours, while the 752 patients in
serious or critical conditions
were also an all-time high. 

As the delta-driven surge
threatens to overwhelm hospital
systems, there is also concern
about the local spread of the omi-
cron variant, which is seen as
potentially more infectious than
previous strains of the virus. AP
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Sri Lanka’s Parliament and
Prime Minister Mahinda

Rajapaksa on Saturday con-
demned the brutal lynching of
a Sri Lankan national in
Pakistan and hoped that Prime
Minister Imran Khan will keep
his commitment to bring all
those involved to justice and
ensure the safety of the 
rest of the island nation’s 
expat workers.

In a grisly incident on
Friday, Priyantha Kumara
Diyawadana, who was in his
40s, was lynched and his body
burnt by angry supporters of a
hardline Islamist party which
attacked a garment factory in
Pakistan’s Punjab province over
blasphemy allegations.

Diyawadana,  a Sri Lankan
Christian from Kandy city, was
working as the general man-
ager of the garment factory in
Sialkot district, some 100 kms
from Lahore.

New footage shot prior to
the lynching showed a col-
league trying to protect the vic-
tim on the roof of the factory
where he had fled while the
mob of around two dozen peo-
ple slowly grew in number.

In the video, some among
the mob can be heard chanti-
ng slogans and saying “he (the
manager) will not escape
today,” while the colleague
tried to shield Diyawadana
with his body, who clung to the

man’s legs, the Dawn newspa-
per reported.

The workers had later over-
powered the colleague and
dragged Diyawadana out on
the road and tortured him
with kicks, stones and iron
rods, killing him on the spot.
The mob had then set the
body on fire.

The Sri Lankan
Government and the
Opposition were united in urg-
ing the Sri Lankan authorities to
have talks with Islamabad to
ensure the safety of the rest of the
Sri Lankan workers in Pakistan.

Pakistan Prime Minister
Khan said he had spoken to Sri
Lankan President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa “to convey our
nation’s anger and shame to

people of Sri Lanka at the vig-
ilante killing of Priyantha
Diyawadana in Sialkot”.

“Spoke to Sri Lankan
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
today in UAE to convey our
nation’s anger & shame to peo-
ple of Sri Lanka at vigilante
killing of Priyantha
Diyawadana in Sialkot. I
informed him 100+ ppl arrest-
ed & assured him they would
be prosecuted with full sever-
ity of the law,” he said in a tweet
on Saturday.

Khan’s response came after
Sri Lankan Prime Minister
Rajapaksa said in a tweet that
he was shocked to see the
“brutal and fatal” attack on
Diyawadana by extremist mobs
in Pakistan.

Lahore: Over 800 people have
been booked under terrorism
charges while 13 prime sus-
pects are among 118 arrested so
far in the horrific lynching of
a Sri Lankan national over
allegations of blasphemy in
Punjab province of Pakistan, a
top police official said on
Saturday, as pressure mounted
on the government to bring the
guilty to justice.

In a shocking incident on
Friday, angry supporters of the
hardline Islamist party Tehreek-

e-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP)
attacked a garment factory and
lynched its general manager
Priyantha Kumara Diyawadana
before setting his body on fire
over allegations of blasphemy.

Diyawadana, who was in
his 40s and was from Sri
Lanka’s Kandy city, was work-
ing as the general manager in
the Rajko industries (dealing in
garments — sportswear) in
Sialkot district, some 100 kilo-
metres from Lahore, for the last
seven years or so. PTI
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The phones of 11 US State
Department employees

were hacked with spyware from
Israel’s NSO Group, the world’s
most infamous hacker-for-hire
company, a person familiar
with the matter said on Friday.

The employees were all
located in Uganda and includ-
ed some foreign service offi-
cers, said the person, who was
not authorised to speak pub-
licly about an ongoing investi-
gation. Some local Ugandan
employees of the department
appear to have been among the
11 hacked, the person said. 

The hacking is the first
known instance of NSO

Group’s trademark Pegasus
spyware being used against
US Government personnel. 

It was not known what
individual or entity used the
NSO technology to hack into
the accounts, or what infor-
mation was sought. 

“We have been acutely con-
cerned that commercial spy-
ware like NSO Group software
poses a serious counterintelli-
gence and security risk to US
personnel,” White House press
secretary Jen Psaki said at
briefing on Friday. 

Senior researcher John
Scott-Railton of Citizen Lab,
the public-interest sleuths at the
University of Toronto who
have been tracking Pegasus

infections for years, called the
discovery a giant wake-up call
for the US Government about
diplomatic security.

“For years we have seen
that diplomats around the
world are among targets,” he
said, “and it looks like the
message had to be brought
home to the US Government in
this very direct and unfortunate
way. There is no exceptionalism
when it comes to American
phones in diplomats’ pockets.”

News of the hacks, which
were first reported by Reuters,
comes a month after the US
Commerce Department black-
listed NSO Group, barring US
technology from being used by
the company. 
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President Joe Biden has
pledged to make it “very,

very difficult” for Russia’s
Vladimir Putin to take military
action in Ukraine as US intel-
ligence officials determined
that Russian planning is under-
way for a possible military
offensive that could begin as
soon as early 2022.

The new intelligence find-
ing estimates that the Russians
are planning to deploy an esti-
mated 1,75,000 troops and
almost half of them are already
deployed along various points
near Ukraine’s border, accord-
ing to a Biden administration

official who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity to discuss
the finding.

It comes as Russia has
picked up its demands on
Biden to guarantee that

Ukraine will not be allowed to
join the NATO alliance.

The official added that the
plans call for the movement of
100 Russian battalion tactical
groups along with armor,
artillery and equipment. 

Intelligence officials also
have seen an uptick in Russian
propaganda efforts through
the use of proxies and media
outlets to denigrate Ukraine
and NATO ahead of a poten-
tial invasion, the official said.

Asked about the intelli-
gence finding as he set out for
the presidential retreat at Camp
David on Friday evening, Biden
reiterated his concerns about
Russian provocations.

Islamabad: Pakistan on
Saturday received $3 billion
from Saudi Arabia as part of a
financial assistance sought from
the Kingdom to stabilise the
country’s economy, according
to a senior Government official.

Saudi Arabia’s financial
support comes more than one
month after PM Imran Khan
visited Riyadh and held talks
with the Crown Prince
Mohammad bin Salman.

Following the talks, Saudi
Arabia had agreed to provide
$4.2 billion worth of assis-
tance to Pakistan, out of which
$3 billion was to be transferred
as deposit in Pakistan’s central
bank. PTI

Lumajang: The highest volcano
on Indonesia’s most densely
populated island of Java spewed
thick columns of ash, searing
gas and lava down its slopes in
a sudden eruption triggered by
heavy rains on Saturday. At least
one villager died from burns
and dozens were hospitalised.

Mount Semeru’s eruption

in Lumajang district in East Java
province left several villages
blanketed with falling ash.

A thunderstorm and days
of rain, which had eroded and
finally collapsed the lava dome
atop the 3,676-meter Semeru,
triggered an eruption, said Eko
Budi Lelono, who heads the
geological survey center. AP
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New Delhi: Asserting that a lot
of speculation is taking place
on cryptocurrencies, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
on Saturday said these specu-
lations are not "healthy at all."

Her comments come
against the backdrop of the
government preparing to come
out with legislation to regulate
cryptocurrencies.

Speaking at the HT
Leadership Summit, the
Finance Minister said there is
certainly a well consulted bill
which is coming in Parliament
after the Cabinet nod.

"There is a lot of specula-
tion...That's not healthy at all,"
she said in a reply to a question
if she thinks that a lot of unreg-
ulated speculation is taking
place on crypto.

The Cryptocurrency and
Regulation of Official Digital
Currency Bill, 2021, has been
included in the Lok Sabha
Bulletin-Part II for the intro-
duction in the ongoing Winter
Session.

The bill seeks to create a
facilitative framework for the
creation of the official digital
currency to be issued by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI),
the Bulletin said.

It also seeks to prohibit all
private cryptocurrencies in
India, however, it allows for
certain exceptions to promote
the underlying technology of
cryptocurrency and its uses.
Earlier this week, Sitharaman
in the Rajya Sabha while reply-
ing to a series of questions had

said the new bill takes into
account the rapidly changing
dimensions in virtual curren-
cy space, and incorporates fea-
tures of the earlier bill that
could not be taken up.

Asked if the government
proposes to ban misleading
advertisements in media, she
had said the guidelines of
Advertising Standards Council
of India are being studied and
their regulations are also being
looked into "so that we can
take, if necessary, some kind of
a position or a decision to see
how we are going to handle it".

She had said the govern-
ment, RBI and Sebi have been
cautioning people about the
cryptocurrencies that could be
a "high risk" area and "more can
be done" to create 
awareness.

On the economic growth,
Sitharaman at the HT
Leadership Summit said, the
GDP number this year would
be very encouraging and India
would emerge as the fastest

growing large economy in the
world.

With regard to food infla-
tion, she said, there are supply
constraints because of floods in
some parts of the country lead-
ing to price rise of perishable
products.

She, however, expressed
hope that prices of those com-
modities in short supply would
cool down by January.

On edible oil, she said,
enough and more imports have
been allowed and that should
take care of the spike in prices.
With a fresh harvest of mustard
seeds, she said prices of that
would also moderate soon.

Asked about meeting the
disinvestment target of Rs 1.75
lakh crore during the current
financial year, she said, "we are
progressing with each one of
them (BPCL strategic sale, LIC
IPO). The detailing requires a
lot of time."

Air India handing over to
Tata Group would be done by
December 31, she added. PTI
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Washington: India has been
exemplary in publishing its
foreign exchange market inter-
vention, the US Treasury
Department said on Friday
adding that New Delhi should
allow the exchange rate to
move flexibly to reflect eco-
nomic fundamentals.

"The (Indian) authorities
should allow the exchange rate
to move flexibly to reflect eco-
nomic fundamentals, limit for-
eign exchange intervention to
circumstances of disorderly
market conditions, and refrain
from further significant reserve
accumulation," it said.

"As the economic recovery
progresses, the authorities
should continue to pursue
structural reforms that can
help lift productivity and living
standards, while supporting
an inclusive and green recov-
er,” the Treasury said.

In its semi-annual Report
to Congress on
Macroeconomic and Foreign
Exchange Policies of Major
Trading Partners of the United
States, the Treasury reviewed
and assessed the policies of its
major trading partners, com-
prising more than 80 per cent
of its foreign trade in goods and
services, during the four quar-
ters through June 2021.

In accordance with the

Omnibus Trade and
Competitiveness Act of 1988
(the 1988 Act), the Report
concludes that no major US
trading partner manipulated
the rate of exchange between its
currency and the US dollar for
purposes of preventing effec-
tive balance of payments
adjustments or gaining unfair
competitive advantage in inter-
national trade.

However, it found that 12
economies warrant placement
on the Treasury's “Monitoring
List” of major trading partners
that merit close attention to
their currency practices: China,
Japan, Korea, Germany,
Ireland, Italy, India, Malaysia,
Singapore, Thailand, Mexico,
and Switzerland. All except
Switzerland were on the
Monitoring List in the April
2021 Report.

"India has been exemplary
in publishing its foreign
exchange market intervention,
both monthly spot purchases
and sales and net forward
activity, with a two-month lag.
While the RBI frequently inter-
venes in both directions, the
RBI purchased foreign
exchange on net in 10 of the 12
months through June 2021,
with net intervention reaching
USD 131 billion, or 4.6 per cent
of GDP," it said.

Canacona (Goa): Automotive
research and development
body Automotive Research
Association of India (ARAI) is
working on developing fast
chargers for e-vehicles, Heavy
Industries Minister Mahendra
Nath Pandey said on Saturday.

The Pune-based
autonomous institution has
already developed a prototype
of the product, he told PTI on
the sidelines of the 'Round
Table To Promote Electric
Mobility' event organised by
the Ministry of Heavy
Industries here.

When asked about the
challenges related to the usage
of e-vehicles, he said, "This
(issue) is being talked about
that it consumes more time (to
charge an e-vehicle battery).
ARAI has been directed to
work on it. In fact they have
developed a prototype of a
fast charger and the product is
expected to be ready by
December 2022."

The ARAI has been asked
for completion of the project by
October 2022, so by December,
it can be made available to the
users for use, he informed.

The launch of fast chargers
will address the issue of charg-
ing and boost demand for the
battery vehicles, the Minister
said adding the research is still
underway and after its com-
pletion, the specific charging
time of a two-wheeler e-vehi-

cle, three-wheeler and four-
wheeler e-vehicle will be
known.

Pandey further said his
ministry is also in talks with the
Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas for installation of
chargers at 22,000 petrol
pumps across the 
country.

Without sharing any time-
line, he said there are about
70,000 petrol pumps across
the country, and as per the plan
a charging station would be at
an interval of 25 km on high-
ways and with a radius of 3 km
in cities.

The minister also said that
at the round table he has asked
the industry stakeholders to
apprise his ministry of their
issues. "I have asked the play-
ers to discuss and inform about
their concerns. I assure them of
full support in addressing the

issues brought to my notice."
Transport ministers of

eight states, top officials from
19 states and industry leaders
from the automotive sector
attended the round table delib-
erate about ways to promote
electric vehicles in the country
and attract investments.

Meanwhile in a statement
issued by the Ministry of Heavy
Industries, quoted Pandey as
saying,"India's transition to
Electric Mobility System can
save �20 lakh crore by 2030 on
avoided oil imports alone."

The statement said that
the minister directed the Indian
automakers to look for major
share of global electric vehicle
market.

Growth of the auto
Industry will also help India
achieve the commitments given
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in COP26, he said. 
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New Delhi: Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Saturday urged officials of intel-
ligence wings to take every case to logical con-
clusion expeditiously, so that it can deter per-
petrators of economic crime like smuggling.

Speaking at the 64th DRI Foundation Day,
the Finance Minister said logical conclusion is
important but speedier conclusion is what will
keep the heat on people who are promoting these
kinds of activities.

The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence
(DRI), under the Central Board of Indirect Taxes
and Customs (CBIC), is an intelligence and
enforcement agency of the Government of India
on anti-smuggling matters. 

She stressed on capacity building so that the
officials are quick to pick up right intelligence

inputs and act on time.
"You get a lot of intelligence

input, but sometimes and many
times it is difficult to identify if
it is really actionable, sometimes
they're so generic. To act on it
becomes difficult...Capacity to be
built within these institutions to
make sure you're able to see
which of these intelligence inputs
are so quickly actionable," she
said.

Agencies like DRI based on
their experience can give ideas
on the methods through those
illegal acts can be prevented, she
said.

"I think attempts at pre-
venting will also have to be undertaken by us
while deterrence and detection will always have
to be on the high," she said. 

She exhorted the DRI to be vigilant with
regard to toxic waste being dumped into the
country.

In emerging economies "because of the way
in which we have built over the decades capac-
ity to recycle materials, I'm afraid quite a large
attempt and frequent attempt is being made on
bringing in toxic waste to our shores and leave
them there. So I would think that is an area on
which I would like to see DRI more active", she
said. 

She also observed that greater media cov-
erage of success of DRI's would also deter the
perpetrators of illegal activities. PTI 

New Delhi: The Government on Saturday
said that coal production from captive
mines is likely to touch 85 million tonnes
(MT) during the ongoing fiscal, which is
significantly higher than last year's 62 MT.

The coal production from from cap-
tive mines during this year till November
has already reached around 50 million
tonnes, the coal Ministry said in a state-
ment.

In order to further enhance coal pro-
duction, Coal Secretary Anil Kumar Jain

reviewed the issues related to environment
and forest clearances impacting develop-
ment of new coal blocks, with senior offi-
cers of the Ministry in view of high
demand for domestic coal. 

Coal production from captive mines
is expected to reach 120 MT during the
next financial year.

"This achievement will further fulfil
the vision of Aatmanirbhar Bharat in
domestic coal production," the Ministry
said. PTI

New Delhi: More than 550 appli-
cants are in fray for the BEE ener-
gy conservation awards that have
been instituted to push industries
and sectors to develop innovative
energy efficiency efforts in their
units as well as reduce power con-
sumption, the Power Ministry said
on Saturday.

Under the National Energy
Efficiency Innovation Awards
(NEEIA), a total of 149 applicants
participated by the due date. Online
applications were invited from
Category A (industry, transport,
building) and Category B (students
& research scholars) under the
NEEIA awards.

The Ministry said that 408
applicants participated in the
National Energy Conservation
Awards (NECA), which have been
instituted to promote industrial
units, institutions and establish-
ments to reduce energy consump-
tion.   

The Ministry explained that
the National Energy Efficiency
Innovation Award is the need of the
hour to promote newer technolo-
gies, ideas, and pave way for the

adoption of these innovations by
larger groups.        As promotion of
energy efficiency and Renewable
energy are major pillars for low car-
bon energy transition, recognition
of such efforts undertaken by vari-
ous participants stimulate further
action in accelerating the transition.
Outcomes of which eventually con-
tribute towards meeting India's
Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) and broad-
er climate goals, it stated.

The BEE recognises and
encourages endeavors of industrial
units, institutions and establish-
ments in reducing energy con-
sumption by felicitating them with
National Energy Conservation
Awards (NECA).

This year, the NECA and the
NEEIA awards are being organized
as part of the “Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav”. The awardees of the
National Energy Conservation
Awards and National Energy
Efficiency Innovation Awards would
be felicitated on 14th December
2021, on the occasion of National
Energy Conservation Day, by high-
level dignitaries, the Ministry said.

New Delhi: Union Labour Minister
Bhupender Yadav on Saturday
launched annual preventive health
check-up programme for Employees'
State Insurance Corporation's insured
members aged 40 years and above in
pilot mode at ESI hospitals in
Ahmedabad, Faridabad, Hyderabad
and Kolkatta.

Besides, in the ESIC's 186th meet-
ing here chaired by Yadav, a proposal
was also cleared for construction of
500-bed ESIC Hospital at Gurugram
(Manesar) for expansion of services of
existing 100-bed hospital.

Talking to the media after the
meeting, Yadav said, "We have started
a pilot project under which we are pro-
viding for free medical check for
insured persons (IPs) of ESIC who are
of 40 years or above age every year. We
have a dream of 'swasth Bharat'. We
have around 3.5 crore IPs. So if we also
run preventive care moment in ESIC
along with curative, then we can
achieve that vision."

The minister also informed that
this pilot would be further expanded
in coming days with the increase in
number of IPs to five crore with
implementation of Social Security
Code.

The minister said the ESIC also
wants to improve its hospitals to super
speciality ones so that referral to oth-
ers can be reduced in coming days.

The minister also talked about roll
out of a mobile app 'Santusht' for ESIC
beneficiaries for improving delivery of
services.  Yadav further said that the
construction of two ESIC hospitals at
Bihta in Patna and Alwar in Rajasthan
has been completed and soon these
would be inaugurated.

Informing about approving the
proposal for construction of 500-bed
ESIC Hospital at Gurugram (Manesar),
Yadav said that ESIC has approved
deposit of funds required for the pur-
pose. On ESIC's request, the
Haryana government has identified 8.7
acres of land for allotment. The ESIC
on Saturday approved the proposal to

set up 500-bed ESIC Hospital at HSI-
IDC, Manesar and of acquisition of this
plot for the purpose.

He also informed that a 100-bed
ESIC hospital would be built. The
Uttar Pradesh Government has iden-
tified a piece of land measuring 2
hectares and conveyed approval for free
of cost transfer of the land for 90 years.
The ESIC on Saturday approved pro-
posal and process of acquisition of
identified land for construction of 100-
bed ESIC Hospital at Meerut.

It also approved taking over of the
state government-run ESIC Hospital,
Tinsukia, Assam by the ESIC. Its sub-
sequent running as a 100-bed ESIC-
run hospital state government of
Assam has consented for handing
over the state run hospital at Tinsukia
to ESIC.

The ESIC also approved acquisi-
tion of land for proposed 30-bed
ESIC Hospital at Atchutapuram,
Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh.

Land measuring 2 acres or
8,089.07 sqm has been allotted in
Atchutapuram, Vishakhapatnam free
of cost.

ESIC also approved setting up of
a Sub-Regional Office (SRO) of ESIC
at Jharsuguda in Odisha. The ESI
Scheme is implemented in 24 districts
of the State.

The ESIC also relaxed the con-
tributory condition in the ESIC
COVID-19 Relief Scheme. In
order to provide help and succour to
the families of the IPs who died due to
COVID-19, the ESIC COVID-19
Relief Scheme was introduced.

This contributory condition of
payment of 70 days contribution is pro-
posed to be relaxed to an extant that
contributions for at least 35 days
should have been paid instead of 70
days. The ESIC also adopted the
Audited Annual Accounts of the ESIC
for the Financial year 2020-2021
together with the report of the C&AG
of India. It also adopted annual report
of the ESIC for the year 2020-2021 and
Analysis thereof. PTI

Ahmedabad: Union Minister of Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME)
Narayan Rane on Saturday urged Indian
entrepreneurs to take advantage of clo-
sure of factories in China.

Indian industrialists should start
manufacturing the products which are
no longer produced in China, he said,
speaking at an event at the
Entrepreneurship Development Institute
of India (EDII) here. 

"China is number one in the world
in terms of production. China is lead-
ing with 64 per cent share in global man-
ufacturing. However, many companies
are shutting down (in that country),"
Rane said.

"I have urged large and medium
industrialists to capture this opportuni-
ty and start manufacturing these prod-
ucts in India," he said. "We should also
take up marketing and export of these
products. At present, 

India's manufacturing share is near-
ly six per cent. If we add another 10 per
cent, our GDP would increase signifi-
cantly. This will help the country become
a super power," the Minister added. Rane
had been invited by the EDII to address
students and entrepreneurs on the "Role
of MSMEs in Enhancing Growth and
Competitiveness".  

He also said the latest machinery
should be used for manufacturing the

products which are no longer made in
China, so that India can capture global
markets by maintaining quality. 

The Minister also emphasized the
importance of having an "industrial envi-
ronment". 

"A flourishing industrial environ-
ment brings stability to society by pro-
viding innovative solutions. It also
inspires the younger generation to think
creatively and dares them to take the
plunge. 

Hence the emphasis on MSME
growth and sustenance is a must," he
said. Rane also released the Global
Entrepreneurship Monitor India Report
2020-21 on this occasion. 

The report is touted as the largest
annual study of entrepreneurial dynam-
ics in the world. The Minister also inau-
gurated the MSME Ministry-supported
newly constructed facilities on EDII
campus and presented the Gujarat Start-
up Awards 2021. PTI
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Mu m b a i - b o r n
New Zealand
left-arm spinner

Ajaz Patel had an unforget-
table afternoon when he

entered the annals of
Test cricket history
with a 10-wicket haul
but Indian bowlers
made it a forgettable

evening for him as well
as his team by dismissing
the visitors for a paltry 62,
taking a massive stride
towards a series victory.

By the end of the
day, India were 69 for no
loss in their second
innings with Virat

Kohli decid-
ing against

enforcing the follow-on in the
second and final Test.

Cheteshwar Pujara, coming
out to open in place of an
injured Shubman Gill, looked
good during his 29 not out while
Mayank Agarwal, after his fine
150 in India’s first innings total
of 325, remained unbeaten on
38.

The lead swelled to 332 for
the hosts and in these condi-
tions, the Indians will brace up
for a three-day finish to earn
some rest before boarding the
charter flight to Johannesburg
on December 16.

The second day of the sec-
ond Test should have solely
belonged to the 33-year-old
Patel, who had figures of 47.5-
12-119-10, to join the ‘Elite
List’, where he has late Jim Laker
and Indian great Anil Kumble
for company.

By keeping India’s first
innings total down to a manage-
able level, Patel must have had
a sense of elation but before the

plethora of congratulatory mes-
sages on social media would stop
coming, his batters just flattered
to deceive as they managed to
bat out only 28.1 overs.

The team ended up scoring
the lowest total by an overseas
side on Indian soil.

The Black Caps batted 14.4
overs less than what their pre-
mier spinner took to get all the
Indian players out.

They didn’t even let the
feat sink in before Mohammed
Siraj’s (3/19) hostile four over
spell literally decimated them.
There were two deliveries that
straightened and had enough
pace to beat the batter’s defence
while the other was a mean
bouncer.

Ravichandran Ashwin (4/8
in 8 overs) and Axar Patel (2/14
in 9.1 overs) were expectedly just
too good on this track. The
opposition batters simply could-
n’t counter the turn and bounce.

The New Zealand innings
finished even before the Indian
bowlers were nicely warmed up
and it was understandable that
Kohli wanted some batting time
against a battered opposition

which would give him and
Puara requisite confidence.

With the match all but in
their pocket, Pujara stroked
freely and also got a pulled six
off Patel — a rarity from an
exponent of defensive batting.

While Pujara will certainly
value these welcome runs but it
can’t be seen in isolation that it
came when the pressure was
already completely released due
to a mammoth 263-run first
innings lead.

Patel started the day with
two quick wickets before
Agarwal and Axar added 67
runs for the seventh wicket to
take the score towards the 300-
run mark. Axar got his first 50
and batted with a lot of caution
and occasional aggression.

The best delivery of the six
wickets that he got on the day,
was the one that got
Ravichandran Ashwin out as he
drew the batter forward and
turned enough to clip the bails.

Ashwin hilariously
appealed for DRS without real-
ising that he has been bowled
as he thought that the bowler
had appealed for caught behind.

The review was wasted as
he had already asked for it and
once he realised that he was
beaten lock, stock and barrel, he
didn’t wait for the final verdict.

No wonder when Patel got
Siraj as his 10th and final vic-
tim, Ashwin was seen giving
him a standing ovation from
the Indian dressing room.

But little would Patel have
known that it would turn into
an anti-climax after Siraj’s open-
ing burst which was as good as
one saw in home Test matches
where pitches aren’t conducive
for pace bowling. However,
this one had extra bounce.

The delivery that got Ross
Taylor out was perhaps the
best of the match.

The ball came in as Taylor
shaped to play a defensive shot
only to find enough deviation
which beat the outside edge of
his bat and knocked back the
off-stump.

That was one of a kind dis-
missal after which there was no
chance of a recovery for the
New Zealanders, who will now
only look to delay the
inevitable.

MUMBAI INDIANS: The
five-time champions retained
skipper Rohit Sharma, fast
bowler Jasprit Bumrah, middle
order batsman Suryakumar
Yadav and all-rounder Kieron
Pollard ahead of the mega auc-
tions. And let go the likes of
Ishan Kishan, Hardik Pandya,
Trent Boult, and Quinton de
Kock, among others. Even
though MI retained the core of
Rohit, Bumrah and Pollard,
they could have picked Ishan
over Surya as the pocket-sized
dynamo is developing into an
explosive batsman and could
have served the franchise for
many more years to come.
Also, Hardik’s departure is sur-
prising considering he is one of
the biggest match winners in
the T20 circuit, but his inabil-
ity to bowl might have worked
against him.

CHENNAI SUPER
KINGS: The defending cham-
pions kept dynamic Ravindra
Jadeja, inspirational leader MS
Dhoni, 2021 Orange Cap win-
ner Ruturaj Gaikwad, and
English all-rounder Moeen
Ali.The Dad’s Army went for

Ruturaj Gaikwad instead of
Suresh Raina and Faf du
Plessis, mainly because of the
age factor and considering that
he could be a long-term invest-
ment for the franchise. While
Jadeja and Dhoni were the
expected names before, what
came as a surprise was that
Jadeja was the team’s first
choice player, meaning that he
will now earn 16 crore per sea-
son. The yellow army also
went for Moeen Ali, maybe
because, apart from being a
dependable batter, Ali can
prove very useful on a Chennai
wicket.

ROYAL CHALLENGERS
BANGALORE: Virat Kohli
and Glenn Maxwell were the

two obvious choices for the
team, but RCB surprised every-
one by picking Mohammed
Siraj over Yuzvendra Chahal,
Devdutt Padikkal, and Harshal
Patel for the 2022 IPL. Siraj,
without a doubt, is one of the
most talented bowlers in the
Indian unit, but the franchise’s
decision to let go Chahal was
shocking, especially when the
leggie was the team’s best
bowler in the last five years.
Also, letting go of 2021 Purple
Cap winner Harshal Patel and
upcoming star Devdutt
Padikkal might come back to
hurt RCB. Especially Padikkal,
who’s going to make a big
name for himself in the inter-
national arena.

DELHI CAPITALS: The
Delhi Capitals have decided to
keep Rishabh Pant as their cap-
tain for the upcoming seasons,
effectively closing the door on
Shreyas Iyer, who was looking
for a leadership role in the IPL.
The Delhi lad, Pant, was impres-
sive in his first season as captain
and led DC to the play-offs after
they finished first in the 2021
league table. Apart from Pant,
DC went with Axar Patel,
Prithvi Shaw, and South African
pacer Anrich Nortje and left out

Shikhar Dhawan, who still has
a lot to offer despite him not get-
ting any younger, and
Ravichandran Ashwin, who is
India’s No. 1 all-format spinner.
Also, leaving someone like
Kagiso Rabada, who won the
Purple Cap in 2020, was a
massive call.

RAJASTHAN ROYALS:
The winners of the inaugural
edition retained skipper Sanju
Samson, English keeper-bats-
man Jos Buttler and young

Yashasvi Jaiswal, and let go
English all-rounder Ben Stokes
and fast bowler Jofra Archer.
The Royals had a tough choice
to make between the three
English superstars, but they
stuck with Buttler alone, who
had a good T20 World Cup out-
ing in the UAE this year. Archer
and Stokes have struggled with
injuries this year, and this was
one of the main reasons why the
Royals didn’t go with them.

PUNJAB KINGS: Their
best batsman in the last four sea-
sons, KL Rahul, wanted to
move out, and PBKS respected
that decision, which is going to
be a blessing for whatever side
he represents next. In the
absence of the Karnataka stal-
wart, Punjab retained Rahul’s
best friend and opening partner
Mayank Agarwal for the
upcoming season, along with
youngster Arshdeep Singh, who
was impressive in the 2021 edi-
tion. The Mohali-based side
didn’t have much to choose

from after the poor show the
players put on in the last few
seasons, but they could have
kept hold of Mohammed Shami
or Ravi Bishnoi. The duo has
impressed while representing
Punjab.

KOLKATA KNIGHT
RIDERS: KKR turned the
tables the other way round in
the second half of the 2021 IPL,
where they reached the final as
well. Their success in the UAE
was primarily built around one
batsman, Venkatesh Iyer, and
the Kolkata-based franchise
retained their prized asset, who
will now earn eight crores per
season - a 3900% increase from
the 10 lakh rupees which he
earned in the 2021 edition. But
while they kept hold of Iyer,
along with seasoned campaign-
ers Andre Russell and Sunil
Narine and mystery spinner
Varun Chakravarthy, KKR let
go of Shubman Gill and skipper
Eoin Morgan. Gill’s exclusion
especially raised eyebrows
because the 2018 U19 World
Cup winner was KKR’s best bat-
ter in the last few years and was
seen as the future captain as

well. Pat Cummins, former cap-
tain Dinesh Karthik, and the
middle order duo of Nitish
Rana and Rahul Tripathi are
among those who have been
released.

SUNRISERS HYDER-
ABAD: David Warner, Rashid
Khan, Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Jonny Bairstow, Jason Holder,
Jason Roy, Manish Pandey, and
T Natarajan. Sunrisers
Hyderabad had so much to
choose from, but instead they
chose to retain Kiwi captain
Kane Williamson and two
Indian youngsters from Jammu
and Kashmir - Abdul Samad
and Umran Malik - ahead of the
mega auctions. The franchise’s
decision to let go Rashid Khan,
who is the best T20 bowler in
the last five years, is still not easy
to digest for anyone in the
cricketing fraternity. Even
though Warner, who led them
to the 2016 IPL title and was the
Orange Army’s best batter in
IPL history, was excluded, it was
expected following his sour
relationship with the team man-
agement by the end of the 2021
edition.
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Indian badminton ace P V
Sindhu entered the summit

clash of BWF World Tour
Finals with a hard-fought win
over Akane Yamaguchi of
Japan in the semifinals here on
Saturday. 

Sindhu, the reigning world
champion and two-time
Olympic medallist, beat
Yamaguchi 21-15 15-21 21-19
in a thrilling match that lasted
one hour 10 minutes.

She will face Korea’s An
Seyoung, who beat Pornpawee
Chochuwong of Thailand 25-
23 21-17 in the other semifinal,
in the summit clash on Sunday.

It will be Sindhu’s third
final appearance in the season-
ending tournament. She had
won the title in 2018 to become
the only Indian to achieve the
feat.

The world number 7
Indian had come into the
match with an overall head-to-
head win-loss record of 12-8
against the world number three
Japanese.

Sindhu has been in fine
form after picking up a bronze
in the Tokyo Olympics. She had
reached the semifinals in her

last three events — French
Open, Indonesia Masters and
Indonesia Open — before com-
ing into the BWF World Tour
Finals.

She had finished runner-
up in the Swiss Open in March.

But it won’t be easy for
Sindhu in the final against
Seyoung who had come into
the season-ending tournament
with back-to-back titles in the
Indonesia Masters and
Indonesia Open. 

The world number six
Seyoung had also beaten
Sindhu in the quarterfinals of
the Denmark Open in October.

Against Yamaguchi,
Sindhu trailed 0-4 in the first

game but quickly came to level
terms at 4-4 and then 9-9. The
duo were neck and neck but
Sindhu zoomed ahead from
15-14 to reach 18-15. She then
took three straight points to
pocket the first game.

The second game was also
a tight contest as the two play-
ers were levelled at 10-10 before
Yamaguchi shifted the gear to
pocket it without much fuss.

In the deciding game,
Sindhu and Yamaguchi were
tied at 5-5 before the Indian
reeled off seven straight points.
The Japanese made a sort of
comeback by narrowing down
the gap to 11-13 but Sindhu
cruised to 17-12.
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Skipper Babar Azam hit a
half-century to help

Pakistan recover from early
trouble and reach 161-2
against Bangladesh on the
opening day of the second
test, which was halted sever-
al times for bad light and rain
on Saturday. The bad light
finally ended play with Babar

batting on 60 and Azhar Ali
on 36. Left-arm spinner Taijul
Islam (2-49) bowled brilliant-
ly in the morning session to

put Bangladesh on top after
the visitors seemed headed
toward a big score.

Openers Abid Ali and
Abdullah Shafique brought up
50-run partnership in the
first hour as Babar elected to
bat first after winning the toss.

Abid struck the first three
boundaries of the day as the
Bangladeshi pacers erred their
length. 
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The Indian cricket team’s tour
of South Africa will go ahead

but the team’s departure has
been postponed by a week and
T20 Internationals are no longer
a part of the schedule, the two
boards announced on Saturday,
ending the speculation sur-
rounding the series after a new
COVID-19 variant triggered
anxiety. The four T20s will be
played at a later date and Cricket
South Africa said it will confirm
the venues for the new schedule
in the next 48 hours.

The Indians were original-
ly set to leave on December 9 but
the travel plans have changed,
which means that the Tests are

unlikely to start on December 17
as planned earlier.

India are scheduled to play
three Tests and three ODIs dur-

ing the tour. CSA and BCCI
Secretary Jay Shah’s statements
came as the Indian Board offi-
cials met for an Annual General

Meeting here.
“BCCI has confirmed (to

the) CSA that (the) Indian team
will travel for three Tests and
three ODIs. The remaining four
T20Is will be played at a later
date,” Shah said in a statement.

Cricket South Africa appre-
ciated BCCI’s commitment to
the series.

“Cricket South Africa can
confirm that the India Tour will
continue as originally scheduled,
with a few adjustment to the
logistical arrangements, such as
the arrival time of the India
Team,” the CSA said.

“...The tour is now con-
firmed and the arrival timings of
the India team will be moved out
by a week, to allow for effective

logistical planning.
“...CSA is pleased to

announce that this tour will also
take place under the strictest
COVID-19 guidelines,” it added
in a statement.

South Africa’s discovery of
the Omicron variant has caused
much trepidation as cases have
soared in the country.

The Netherlands tour of
the Rainbow Nation also had to
be abandoned after the emer-
gence of the new variant trig-
gered panic all around the world
with many countries imposing
travel bans on the country.

CSA also had to postpone
its domestic fixtures after some
of the players tested positive for
the virus on arrival.
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Tokyo Olympics gold medallist
Neeraj Chopra on Saturday

launched an ambitious outreach
programme that connects India’s ace
athletes with school children.

On the occasion, he met with
students from 75 schools and
emphasised on balanced diet, fitness
and sport during an interaction
organised at Ahmedabad’s
Sanskardham School. Neeraj played

a variety of sport with the students
and gave them tips on throwing the
javelin. He held them in thrall with
his spontaneous responses to their
curious queries, his inimitable
story-telling style endearing him to
his attentive audience.

He drew applause when, in
response to what his favourite food
is, he described how he liked to
cook vegetable biryani, without
making it spicy, and have it 
with curd. 
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After Delta, any other variant
which has stirred fear among
people is the new Omicron
mutant. Originating in South
Africa, it has now spread to 24

countries including India. On December 2,
2021, the country observed and confirmed
its first two cases in Karnataka. One of them
was a South African national. 

Based on the evidence presented to the
World Health Organization’s Technical
Advisory Group on Virus Evolution (TAG-
VE) that Omicron has several mutations that
may have an impact on how it behaves, on
November 26, 2021, WHO designated the
variant Omicron (B.1.1.529) a variant of
concern (VOC) on the advice of TAG-VE.
According to WHO, this variant has a large
number of mutations, some of which are
concerning. Preliminary evidence suggests
an increased risk of reinfection with this
variant, as compared to other VOCs.  

Scientists are still gathering data to
establish how contagious Omicron is, and
the severity of the illness it causes. “Omicron
variant has a large number of mutations,
some of which are concerning. Researchers
around the world are conducting studies to
better understand transmissibility, severity
and immune escape capabilities of Omicron.
WHO commends countries which have been
able to quickly detect and report cases of the
new Variant of Concern,” says Dr Poonam
Khetrapal Singh, Regional Director, WHO
South-East Asia Region.

Talking about the severity of infection,
Dr Anurag Aggarwal, Consultant Internal
Medicine, says,  “This variant has a large
number of mutations, some of which are
concerning. Preliminary evidence suggests
an increased risk of reinfection with this
variant, as compared to other variants of
concern.” 

Aggarwal, citing Professor Tulio de
Oliveira, the director of the Centre for
Epidemic Response and Innovation in South
Africa, tells us that there was an ‘unusual
constellation of mutations’ and that it was
‘very different’ to other variants that have
circulated. “It is incredibly heavily mutated.
There were 50 mutations overall and more
than 30 on the spike protein, which is the
target of most vaccines and the key the virus
uses to unlock the doorway into our body's
cells. Further, the receptor binding domain
(that's the part of the virus that makes first
contact with our body's cells) has 10 muta-
tions compared to just two for the Delta
variant that swept the world,” explains
Aggarwal.

After travel rules easing down post-sec-
ond wave, it is obvious that people would
travel everywhere after being caged for more
than a year. With that, it is understandable
that people will carry the virus from one
place to another, even after the major chunk
of the population is vaccinated. 

“The confirmation of the Omicron, a
variant of concern today by India, the first
two cases in WHO South-East Asia Region,
was not unexpected in view of the intercon-
nected world that we live in. This emphasises
the need for all countries to step up surveil-
lance, to be on alert and rapidly detect any
importation and take measures to curtail
further spread of the virus,” says Singh. 

She adds that the response measures for
all variants, including Omicron, is the same
as that for SARs CoV2. Comprehensive and
tailored public health and social measures by
Governments, and strict adherence to pre-
ventive and precautionary measures by indi-
viduals, is a must.  People must wear a well-
fitting mask which covers their nose and
mouth well, keep distance, avoid poorly ven-
tilated or crowded spaces, keep hands clean,
cover cough and sneeze and get vaccinated.
And continue to take all precautionary mea-
sures even after getting vaccinated. All trav-
elers must adhere to public health and social
measures at all times and remain vigilant for
signs and symptoms of COVID-19. 

Talking about the number of mutations,
Dr Arunesh Kumar, HOD & Senior
Consultant- Pulmonology tells us that this
new variant is a matter of concern in India
too. It has more than 30 mutations. With
time, we will get to know more about this
new variant. “This virus can invade our
immunity. Therefore, we need to follow
COVID appropriate behavior” he says. 

The existing vaccines might or might not
be effective against the Omicron variant and
extensive research is being done to find out
the same. “It is still to be known how effec-

tive vaccination would be in such a case,” he
tells us. 

Talking about the new wave smashing
Europe, Kumar says the main reason behind
the new COVID wave in Europe is people
not wearing masks. From the last couple of
months, many Governments have put
leniency when it comes to wearing masks.
This actually has led to a new wave. “If we
don’t let our guards down, we can control
COVID,” he adds. 

Dr Shuchin Bajaj, Founder Director,
Ujala Cygnus Group of Hospitals says, “This
is the 5th variant of concern and overall the
15th variant of COVID-19. We already have
flights being banned and travel restrictions
in place. Therefore, we need to follow
COVID-appropriate behavior like wearing
masks, following social distancing, and regu-
lar use of sanitizer.

With the festive season upon us, we need
to make sure that we take proper measures
and keep safe as much as possible. "Although
the so-called third wave has not eventuate as
yet, the sudden appearance and the spread of
omicron – a new variant of COVID-19 –
across several countries has brought back
memories of the second wave and its visibly
devastating all-round consequences on peo-
ple in the country. This means that we must
shake off the complacency which was creep-
ing in and instead get back to observing the
same COVID-appropriate protocols and
behaviour as we did before with utmost seri-
ousness and discipline. So, while we resume
wearing double masks, using sanitizers and
maintaining social distancing, because of the
fact that the virus can be airborne and trans-
mitted through the air, we must also contin-
ue to employ indoor air purification systems
in order to pre-empt any threat from the
new strain, or any strain of the virus for that
matter. Since people are now more likely to
stay indoors for a greater duration due to the
newly-perceived threat from the new variant,
the role of indoor air purifiers with their
ability to inactivate microbial pathogens
including viruses and bacteria will continue
to be critical to people’s health," says
Himanshu Agarwal, CEO, Magneto
CleanTech.  

“In the festive season, people tend to put
all the COVID appropriate behavior on the
back seat. But, time has again come when we
have to adhere to all the COVID-appropriate
behavior diligently. Avoiding social gather-
ings is essential. It’s understandable that
we’ve all been compelled to stay inside and
avoid social interaction for almost twenty
months. However, if we are to completely
eradicate this virus, we must limit its spread.
This means we'll have to avoid social gather-
ings for a while longer. Even if you are fully
vaccinated, following the protocol and avoid-
ing social gatherings will help. When you're
outside, maintain social distance,” says
Kumar. 
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The 21st bilateral India-Russia Summit
scheduled for December 6, 2021
marks the coming of age of the special
and strategic privileged partnership
between the two countries. This will

be President Vladimir Putin’s second foreign
visit after the onset of the Covid pandemic in
March 2020, and his first to any country in Asia,
signaling the salience and resilience of the India-
Russia strategic partnership. The annual summit
mechanism, proposed by Russia’s President dur-
ing his first official visit to India in October
2000, has vindicated its role in steering the
India-Russia strategic partnership through the
momentous changes of the past two decades.
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The 2019 India-Russia Summit at

Vladivostok charted innovative approaches to
sustain and broaden India-Russia relations.
These included the long-term participation of
both countries in each other’s strategic sectors
such as defence, energy, and technology. The
resource-rich Russian Far East was added as a
new dimension for trade and economic coopera-
tion between enterprises of India’s constituent
states and Russia’s eastern regions, pushing coop-
eration in Asia as the new frontier of India-
Russia relations. A $1 billion Indian line of credit
was earmarked to implement this initiative,
which would be sustained by a new maritime
link between Vladivostok and Chennai through
the Pacific and Indian oceans.
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The unexpected Covid pandemic created a

barrier to the smooth implementation of these
objectives, leading to the postponement of the
2020 India-Russia Summit. Despite this setback,
the close personal interaction between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and President Putin,
who have met 19 times since 2014, bridged the
physical gap by using digital communications
technologies to maintain the momentum, trust,
and dialogue that are the hallmarks of India-
Russia strategic relations.

A phone conversation on March 25, 2020
between the two leaders resulted in an agree-
ment on ways to maintain the progress and
warmth of bilateral relations. A joint response to
the pandemic began in April 2020, when India
lifted its ban on export of medicines to Russia to
mitigate Covid. By mid-2020, the Gamaleya
Research Institute of Russia developed the
Sputnik-V human adenovirus vector platform
vaccine against Covid. In April 2021, after clini-
cal trials in India, the Sputnik-V vaccine joined
Covishield and Covaxin on the list of vaccines
registered for emergency use in India. In May
2021, joint manufacturing of the Sputnik-V vac-
cine in India through the Russian Direct
Investment Fund (RDIF) was initiated, adding to
the pool of Indian manufactured vaccines
against Covid for domestic and international use
in third countries.
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President Putin and Prime Minister Modi

agreed in a telephone conversation on April 28,
2021 to institutionalise a 2+2 Ministerial India-
Russia Dialogue on foreign and defence cooper-
ation to anchor the bilateral strategic partner-
ship.The first India-Russia 2+2 Dialogue is
expected to take place on the margins of the 21st
Summit, 

The ferocious border confrontation between
India and China in May 2020 at Galwan caused
another challenge for India-Russia relations, as
Russia was chairing the trilateral Russia-India-
China (RIC) grouping in 2020. However, by par-

ticipating in the RIC videoconference meeting of
foreign ministers on June 23, 2020, and subse-
quently in a physical ministerial meeting in
Moscow on September 10, 2020, Indian and
Chinese foreign ministers were able to hold a
bilateral “frank and constructive discussion” and
agree on the need for new confidence-building
measures. India has acknowledged its apprecia-
tion for Russia’s regular arms supplies to India
for Russian origin defence equipment during
this period.

The focus on long-term India-Russia
defence cooperation benefited from regular
interaction between India’s Raksha Mantri Shri
Rajnath Singh and Russian Defence Minister
General Sergei Shoigu during the past two years.
The Raksha Mantri participated in the events in
Moscow marking the 75th anniversary of the
Soviet Union’s victory over Nazi Germany on
June 24, 2020, and interacted bilaterally with his
Russian counterpart during his visit to Moscow
for the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) Defence Ministers meeting on September
3, 2020, and the SCO Defence Ministers meeting
in Tajikistan on July 28, 2021.

The outcome of this interaction includes the
first manufacturing joint venture between India
and Russia with transfer of technology for about
600,000 world-class AK-203 Kalashnikov rifles
at the Korwa Ordnance Factory in Amethi, Uttar
Pradesh. Other outcomes include the manufac-
ture and co-production of four Project 1135.6
naval Frigates; the supply of 400 more T-90
tanks; additional supplies of Su-30 MKI, as well
as the MiG-29 aircraft; and additional supplies of
the MANGO ammunition & VSHORAD sys-
tems. The supply of the first unit of the S-400 air
defence systems from Russia to India contracted
in 2018 is to be completed by the end of 2021.
India and Russia are expected to sign an agree-
ment on reciprocal logistic support for each
other’s armed forces that come for exercises in
either country. 

The current value of India-Russia defence
contracts is between $9-10 billion, making
Russia a top defence partner of India. By partici-
pating in the Make in India programme, Russia
has committed to the transfer of defence tech-
nologies to India that it does not share with
other countries, while Russian investments in
Indian defence production will generate employ-
ment and boost defence exports. This approach
mirrors India’s investments in Russia’s defence
manufacturing sector two decades ago, which
resulted in the supply of technologically
advanced equipment for all three services of
India’s armed forces, including the BrahMos
missile system. The Summit is expected to
extend the mandate of the India-Russia Military
Technical Cooperation platform chaired by the
two Defence Ministers by ten years to 2031. 

A similar process of regular interaction
between India’s External Affairs Minister Dr S
Jaishankar and Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov has enabled the India-Russia strategic
partnership to respond in a calibrated manner to
international challenges. Besides the RIC meet-
ing of 2020, India’s foreign minister has visited
Moscow for the SCO Foreign Ministers meeting
in September 2020 and for a bilateral visit in July
2021, while the Russian foreign minister visited
India in April 2021. The two ministers have
interacted in the Brazil-Russia-India-China-
South Africa (BRICS) framework twice through
videoconferencing during Russia’s chairmanship
in 2020, and once in 2021 under India’s chair-
manship.

This interaction has been buttressed by con-
sultations on India-Russia engagement on bilat-
eral, regional, and multilateral issues. Experts

from both sides met in December 2020 to coor-
dinate views on issues on the UN Security
Council (UNSC) agenda, while discussions on
the 21st Summit were held at foreign secretary
level in Moscow in February 2021.The conver-
gence of Indian and Russian positions in the
UNSC on Myanmar, Syria, Yemen, Palestine, the
UNSC Taliban sanctions regime, and UN peace-
keeping operations during 2021 reflect the out-
come of this cooperation. 
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The strategic rapport between the top lead-

ers of India and Russia was on international dis-
play on August 9, 2021, when Prime Minister
Modi chaired a special meeting of the UNSC on
maritime security. President Putin was the only
Head of State of a UNSC permanent member
who spoke at this meeting, which endorsed a
holistic approach to maritime security.

Russia’s proposal in August 2019 to establish
“a security and cooperation organisation in the
Gulf” has assumed a deeper significance for the
India-Russia strategic partnership in 2021. Apart
from its impact on stability in the Gulf region
including Iran, such a regional structure can
generate confidence in two major connectivity
projects that India and Russia have pursued in
recent years — the International North South
Transport Corridor (INSTC) linking Russia
through Iran with India proposed in 2000, and
the Chabahar project linking India, Iran,
Afghanistan, Central Asia, and Russia proposed
in 2016.

Greater regional cooperation in the western
Indian Ocean will provide stability for the free
flow of navigation along two major sea lanes of
communication through the Red Sea and
Yemen, and through the Straits of Hormuz.
These routes transport a significant volume of
India’s international trade, energy imports and
international digital traffic.

A similar holistic approach to maritime
security will sustain the Eastern Maritime
Corridor proposed by the India-Russia Summit
in 2019 to link Russia and India through the
Pacific and Indian Oceans as part of India’s Act
Far East policy.The first steps to modernise the
port infrastructure of Chennai and Vladivostok
have been initiated during the past six months.
Eventually, the Eastern Maritime Corridor will
connect India to ports in the Arctic. 

India has emphasized the “centrality” of the
ASEAN in any sustainable maritime security
arrangement in the Indo-Pacific. The first-ever
Russia-ASEAN naval exercises off Sumatra in
early December 2021 demonstrates a similar
emphasis on ASEAN-centrality, leading to India-
Russia convergence in the maritime domain.
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President Putin and Prime Minister Modi

held a telephonic conversation on August 28,
2021 on the unexpected takeover of
Afghanistan by the Taliban disregarding calls
for an “inclusive” government. The leaders
agreed to cooperate in countering the common
threats emanating from Afghanistan, such as
terrorism, drug trafficking and the impact on
Central Asian security. This objective has been
integrated into the India-Russia strategic part-
nership by the first meeting of the India-Russia
High Level Mechanism on Afghanistan on
September 8, 2021, India’s official participation
in the Moscow format talks on Afghanistan in
Moscow on October 20, 2021, and Russia’s par-
ticipation at the National Security Advisers
Conference on Afghanistan hosted by India on
November 10-11, 2021, in which Iran and the
five Central Asian states participated, but
Pakistan and China did not.
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COMING OF AGE:
THE 21ST INDIA-
RUSSIA SUMMIT
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We are into strange times. Contradictory things are
moving in tandem. These are times of vulgar con-
sumerism. These are times of brazen commercial-

isation. These are times of unabashed consumption.
Snobbery is on the rise. But another trend is catching up.
A trend that is not in tune with whatever is discernible. The
trend of unreserved display of compassion and kindness.
So we find that intentional acts of kindness and compas-
sion are being institutionalised and marketed. Special days
are observed to market age old values. Values that were pas-
sionately adhered to in the past are becoming a fashion. So
we observe world kindness day and the like. Even as unnec-
essary private consumption driven by ego continues
unchecked, we are finding that showcasing compassion and
kindness also goes with a lot of noise, and is also ego dri-
ven. Sometimes for public consumption and sometimes for
publicity. While the ancient Indian thought mentioned about
‘Gupt Daan’ or charity with humility and quietude, in the
present days, there’s pomp and show. This is not to demean
those acts of charity, or question the motive behind com-
passion. But certainly a gentle reminder that ego driven char-
ity is not as impactful as passionate compassion. Wasteful
consumption is antithetical to genuine compassion. A case
in point is the kind of food wastage that goes in the elite
restaurants which on close observation will seem reminis-
cent of the Roman kings of the yore, who ate, drank and
made merry oftentimes biting more than they could chew.
Food wastage in a party is something that can be bracket-
ed as criminal because even by disciplined eating, a lot can
be spared for the needy. Ironically, it is the same class that
wastes food in the elite eateries that also loudly carries out
those acts of compassion. Political correctness and social
approval are highly sought after these days and have become
key motivating forces driving human action. Without debat-
ing on whether this is good or bad, let us think of the essence
of ethics which has become a subject matter of popular dis-
course these days. Goswami Tulsidas had very successful-
ly pointed out that compassion is the essence of Dharma
whereas Pride is the source of sin. But these days we find
that even compassion is a by-product of pride. So even acts
of compassion feed pride though they are mutually exclu-
sive. Conscientious consumption and passionate compas-
sion need to be a self-imposed code of conduct. The world
still has enough for everybody’s need. But the problem is
greed. Even one man’s greed can upset the apple cart. Where
we do we go wrong? The answer is very simple. Just try to
introspect, if whatever we want is actually needed. Next time
when you go to have food in a restaurant that offers you
whatever you can eat for a given price, assess you need first.
How much of what can you eat? It is rather common place
to see people order extra to get full value for what they have
paid. Be a little reasonable and think of those who are still
struggling to get a square meal a day. Perhaps you will save
a lot of food wastage. Numbers of poverty reduction make
difference to governments, not the governed. Despite all
those data about GDP growth and rising economy pover-
ty is still a problem the world needs to contend with.
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This Sanskrit word means dis-
tressed, troubled, etc. Lord
Krishna refers to such persons in

the verse # 7.16 of the Bhagavad Gita,
when He refers to four kinds of virtu-
ous people, who worship God. Lord
Krishna commends them as really
noble, because they choose to seek help
from God (7.18) Three kinds of suffer-
ings are common to everyone on this
planet earth, which the Lord has
described as impermanent place of mis-
eries. (8.15) These are what we get due
to punishable acts (karmas) done in the
past, which include previous lives.
Then, others give us trouble. And nat-
ural forces also cause sufferings, like this
pandemic.

The artah stage of a soul marks the
start of his spiritual journey. Yes, it is
driven by material needs/difficulties,
but such persons have taken the first
step out of four steps needed to reach
the final stage of being a wise person.
Then, one becomes just like God, that
is his consciousness is yoga-based and
he remains well established only in
God-the supreme destination. (7.18) In
the artah stage, the consciousness is
much lower, and is influenced by all the
three modes, with the lower modes still
playing substantial roles. In compari-
son, a person becomes wise after hav-
ing transcended all the three modes.
Some advanced artah persons also pos-
sess attributes of the next two stages,
that is of being seekers of wealth and
being inquisitive about God.

Though artah stage is the initial
stage in the spiritual journey, such per-
sons have faith in the existence of God.
That is the reason they approach God
for relief. They are aware that God is
supreme. However, what everyone
does not realise is that the “karmapha-

la principle” is being administered by
higher authorities. And they act strict-
ly as per guidelines set by God. Another
mistake by most people is to assume
world to be a place of fun. Yes, this
world is not as bad as hell but heaven
it is certainly not. The expectation from
God is also faulty in most cases. One
expects God to erase/delete all troubles
instantly. He won’t.

What, then, is the proper way to
approach God? First of all, one must
accept that whatever is happening to
him is all due to his faulty past act/acts.
This acceptance is crucial to get start-
ed. There must be remorse also for what
should not have been done. The third
important requirement is preparedness
to tolerate whatever punishment is
being meted out. Yes, God has unlim-
ited powers to do anything, but He
doesn’t exercise them just like that.
Because the creation can only function
based on sound principles. Therefore,
even if approached properly, God has
to see whether the purpose of punish-
ment has been served or not. However,
artah are much better placed than those

who don’t approach God and worry
endlessly.

Artah worshippers stand to gain a
lot by approaching God. They get relief
as decided by God. He does so through
mediums chosen specifically for this
purpose. Thus artah worshippers get
chance to reform themselves. At the
same time they begin to realise the real-
ity of this world, its karmaphala prin-
ciple. Slowly, they get rid of the false
notion that this world is there for lust-
ful enjoyments. There is no doubt that
pleasures are also there, but which are
according to “dharma”. They thus
begin to stop themselves from doing
harmful acts, which would bring pun-
ishments in future. God begins to guide
and help them in subtle ways. This is
also the start of “bhakti”.

What is the conclusion then? If in
trouble, do whatever to try to get out
of it, but do not forget the given of real
and absolute relief. Take God’s shelter
for guidance. But one must remember
to have the right expectations. 
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If we wish for the world to be bet-
ter than what we have seen in the
past century, then we must be
willing to make peace and love a
part of our lives. We must wash

away any hatreds and prejudices that
have stained our hearts and souls. If we
want others to be peaceful, we must be
models or peace ourselves. 
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No one said that attaining peace is

easy. The hardest step towards peace is
the first step, and that is forgiveness. We
must learn to forget the past and for-
give our enemies. We must develop
compassion for those who have hurt us
in the past. We must realise that we have
all been victims of the hatred and dis-
cord of our ancestors. It is time to put
a stop to it. Revenge must be replaced
by forgiveness and compassion. 

How can we take those first steps?
How can we cleanse ourselves of anger
and hatred and replace them with love
and forgiveness? Compassion, forgive-
ness, and peace can be ours through
spirituality. 
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Spirituality is the recognition that

our true self is our soul. It is recognis-
ing that our soul is one with God. It is
realising that we are not merely our
body and mind, but a soul that inhab-
its the body. We may think of ourselves
as being a body bearing a name, that
we are a citizen of India or Colombia
or France, or that we are from a certain
caste or religion. But spirituality is
recognising that behind these outer
names and outer labels we are all souls,
a part of the one Creator. We are all con-
nected at the level of our soul as we are
children of the same Creator.
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When we develop this angle of
vision, we no longer see through the
eyes of prejudice and discrimination.
We start breaking down the barriers
that separate one human being from
another. We start feeling like we are all
connected at the level of soul. When we
experience our unity and connected-
ness, we start caring about each other.
We want to help and serve each other.
The hungry cries of our neighbour’s
children will cause us as much pain as
the cries of our own children. We will
see the homeless person on the street
as per own homeless grandfather, and
we will be moved to help him. Our
vision will be broadened and we will
have compassion for the suffering of all
human beings and will want to help
them with all our heart.
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We can do so by awakening spiri-
tually. A method can open our spiritu-
al sight so that we can wash away hatred

and replace it with love and peace. That
method is a simple technique of med-
itation, by sitting in stillness for some
time, we can get in touch with our soul.
We will find that we are much more
than this outer body and mind. We will
discover our spiritual essence that is
filled with love, peace and bliss. When
we identify with our soul, we will realise
our oneness with God. 

How many of us have yearned to
have a divine vision of God? For
many, finding God is a dream that hard-
ly seems possible, but many people
through the ages have seen God. They
have merged with God. How did they
do it? They all used one technique. We
may call that technique inversion,
concentration, or meditation. They
sat in the stillness, directed their atten-
tion within, and ultimately discovered
their soul and God. When we do so, we
attain the state reached by all the great
saints and founders of religions. We
become loving, kind, peaceful and
giving human beings. 

In Meditation we come in contact

with a divine power. This power man-
ifests itself as a loving light. When we
contact this light within ourselves, we
experience a profound peace, bliss, hap-
piness unlike any we can find in this
world. The beauty of meditation is that
this intoxication remains with us even
after we resume our daily activities. 

When we rise above our physical
body and experience the Divine Light,
we also see that all other beings are also
souls. We see that the same Light is
within us is within everyone else. We
start to realise that we are all souls, all
part of God. Thus we start caring about
all living things. In this way, our per-
sonal attainment of peace and happi-
ness will contribute to a golden age of
peace and happiness on earth. 
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We can develop our spiritual side.
By learning meditation, we can spend
some time each day coming in contact
with God within ourselves. As God
bathes us in love and bliss, we are

cleansed of the years of habits that
caused us to have hatred and prejudices.
In this state of peace and love, we are
then able to develop the qualities of for-
giveness and compassion for those who
have hurt us. God instilled in us the
qualities of love, forgiveness, and com-
passion. The Lord holds our hands as
we take our first step toward reconcil-
iation and peace.

As we become more peaceful our-
selves, we begin to radiate peace to all
those with whom we come in contact.
Peace begins with us. By transforming
ourselves, we can transform others,
including our family, community, soci-
ety, and eventually the whole world. In
this way, we will be building a peace-
ful, safe world for our children, poster-
ity, and ourselves. It all begins with the
first step and that is forgiveness.
Forgiveness will lead to inner peace, and
this inner peace will blossom into outer
peace in the world, enriching every
heart and making this world a much
better and peaceful place to live.
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The primary driver of the India-Russia
strategic partnership is its contribution to
the transformation of the two countries in
the 21st century. Bilateral cooperation in
energy, technology, and trade to achieve this
objective is a priority for both countries. The
Summit is expected to endorse three energy
cooperation projects, viz. investments by
ONGC-Videsh, Indian Oil and Oil India
into Russia’s Rosneft owned Vostok which
has an estimated reserve of about 6 billion
tonnes of crude oil; potential Indian invest-
ment into the Arctic LNG-2 gas field in
Siberia which has 461 billion cubic metres of
natural gas; and possible Russian investment
into the Paradip cracker plant in Odisha,
which will open a new avenue of coopera-
tion in petrochemicals.

Nuclear energy, with its strong linkage
with international security, plays a big role in
India’s energy security framework. Today,
Russia is the only major nuclear power part-
nering India after the historic 2008 waiver
given by the Nuclear Suppliers Group. India’s
largest nuclear power plant at Kudankulam
in Tamil Nadu is an India-Russia project for
six nuclear power reactors of 1000W each, of
which two units came on stream in 2017,
two more are expected to be operational in
2027, and construction of the fifth and sixth
units was begun on 29 June 2021.

Three areas with a strong technological
imprint, viz. cooperation in outer space, the
digital economy, and the Blue Economy, are
expected to transform the contribution of
India-Russia scientific and technological col-
laboration to the strategic partnership. Space
cooperation has built upon on existing satel-
lite launches, the GLONASS navigation sys-
tem, and cooperation in training India’s
astronauts in Russia for India’s first manned
space mission (Gaganyaan) due to be
launched in late 2022 or early 2023. Digital
cooperation is spearheaded by youth-driven
digital innovation involving India’s Atal
Innovation Mission and Russia’s Sirius, and
encompasses areas such as additive manu-
facturing, 3D printing, blockchain, Artificial

Intelligence, and Big Data Analytics.
Cooperation in the Blue Economy, as part of
India’s SAGAR Indian Ocean policy, will
look at deep sea research and shipbuilding.
The Summit is expected to agree to establish
a Joint Commission on Science and
Technology.

The 2019 Vladivostok Summit’s target of
reaching $30 billion two-way trade by 2025
has been set back by the unexpected con-
traction of the economies of both countries
due to the Covid pandemic. In the financial
year ending March 2021, two-way trade was
valued at $9.31 billion, with Russian exports
to India accounting for $5.83 billion and
Indian exports to Russia $3.48 billion, most-
ly the result of public sector led trade.
Despite a growth of about 30% in the first
six months of 2021 compared with the same
period in 2020, the Summit will need to find
ways to significantly increase private sector
participation from both countries in trade
and investment relations, including through
greater financial sector cooperation.
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On 22 January 2020, India hosted the

first Ganga-Volga Dialogue, an idea that
emanated from discussions between
President Putin and Prime Minister

Modi.The Dialogue touched upon four
broad themes in the context of India-Russia
bilateral cooperation; viz. education, culture,
and civilisation; entrepreneurship and inno-
vation; trade routes including inland naviga-
tion; and India, Russia and Greater Eurasia.
The Summit’s endorsement of this initiative
will be a major impulse to encourage greater
people-to-people interaction and sustain
their strategic partnership.

����������
On 8 July 2021, speaking at the presti-

gious Primakov Institute in Moscow,
External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar
identified “geo-political compatibility, lead-
ership trust and popular sentiment” as the
key drivers of the India-Russia special and
privileged strategic partnership. Both India
and Russia seek a multi-polar world, where
“no single country is able to impose its will
through domination or through military
force.” This will be the key takeaway of the
21st India-Russia Summit.

The author was India’s Ambassador to
the United Nations (2013-2015) and India’s

Deputy Ambassador to the Russian
Federation (2001-2005). He is a

Distinguished Fellow of the Vivekananda
International Foundation, New Delhi

COMING OF AGE: THE 21ST INDIA-RUSSIA SUMMIT
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The countdown for the post-

Merkel era has just begun.
The historic sixteen long years
(four terms) of Angela Merkel
chancellorship will be over by
the end of this month. A new
Chancellor is all set to take
over. And once again, a rag-tag
coalition has come to an agree-
ment to form the next
Government of Germany, 
the economic powerhouse 
of Europe.

Olaf Scholz, the
Chancellor-elect, is a left lean-
ing leader of the SPD (Social
Democratic Party). He was
born on June 14, 1958. Scholz
is currently serving as the
Federal Finance Minister and
Vice Chancellor in the Merkel
Government since March 14,
2018. Earlier, he served as the
Mayor of Hamburg from
March 7, 2011 to March 13,
2013. He also worked as 
the acting leader of the 
SPD in 2018.

The national election in
Germany took place on
September 2021. And now the
Germans have got a new
Bundestag (the Lower House of
the German Reichstag i.e.
Parliament), the 20th one in its
post-war federal history. The
current German Constitution
stipulates that Parliament must
meet 30 days at the latest after
the election day, ending the
term of its predecessor. 

It would be really difficult
for Scholz to match his prede-
cessor’s record. Merkel is the
first woman leader of
Germany; the second longest
serving Chancellor ever and
the first modern Chancellor to
hail from eastern part of the
country. Helmut Kohl was the
longest serving Chancellor of
Germany and he was in office
from October 1, 1982, to
October 26, 1998. If there
would have been no announce-
ment of a new government by
December 17, Merkel would
have surpassed Kohl’s record.
But now, the new Traffic Light
Coalition (TLC) has already
declared Scholz as the new
Chancellor of the country.

The TLC is named after the
three parties’ respective colours
in the alliance. All the three
partners wanted to accelerate
the transition to a green econ-
omy and digitalisation while
maintaining strict fiscal disci-
pline according to a 177-page
pact signed by the SPD, the
Greens and the Free
Democrats. Interestingly, at a
press conference held recently
in Berlin along with the lead-
ers of the Greens and the FDP,
Scholz recalled when the “first
traffic light” was installed at the
city’s Potsdamer Platdz in 1924,

many people doubted whether
it could really work. But he told
people that this traffic light
partnership will be indispens-
able for Germany. This coali-
tion will see the first woman
Foreign Minister of Germany,
i.e. the Green’s co-leader
Annalena Baerbock. Again,
FDP leader Christian Lindner
is going to take over as the
Finance Minister and Green’s
co-leader Robert Habeck is
expected to take on as the
newly expanded Economy and
Environment Minister. Further,
the brand-new coalition will
try to balance the Green Party’s
call for a tough stance on
Russia and China on human
rights. But Scholz is attempting
not to risk a direct confronta-
tion with the two authoritari-
an regimes on complex issues
such as Taiwan and Ukraine.
This government will also
allow multiple citizenships and
legalize the sale of cannabis for
recreational use at all registered
outlets across the country. 

Again, Merkel has set a
record in history for the fact
that she will be the first
Chancellor to leave her office
at a time of her own choice.
However, many political ana-
lysts say that she did face seri-
ous internal pressure in her
CDU (Christian Democratic
Union) party to step down after
the refugee crisis (mostly
refugees came from war-torn
nations like Syria, Iraq) rocked
Europe, particularly Germany.
But she announced on her
own that by autumn 2021, she
will relinquish the top job of
Germany. Interestingly, from
Konrad Adenauer through
Helmut Schmidt to Helmut
Kohl, all of the country’s great
leaders left their offices either
under extreme party pressure
or through an outright defeat
in a national election. 

For now, Merkel will con-
tinue as caretaker Chancellor
till the new government is
formed. Generally, the forma-
tion of coalition takes longer
than usual in Germany. In
2017, when Merkel formed
her last alliance government, it
took nearly six months to ink
the pact with the partners. 

German election heralds
absolutely a messier political
environment. It has gradually
resulted into a much weaker
leadership in comparison to
Merkel for now. After the
national election in this
September, the new German
Parliament looks like this: the
Christian Democratic Union
(CDU)/Christian Social Union
(CSU) of Merkel gets 196 (-50)
i.e. 24.1%; the Social
Democratic Party (SPD) of

Scholz gets 206 (+ 56) i.e.
25.7%; the Green Party 118
(+51) i.e. 14.8%; the Free
Democratic Party (FDP) 92
(+12); the Alternative for
Germany (AfD) 83 (-11) i.e.
10.3%; the Left (Linke) 39 (-30)
i.e. 4.9% and others 1 (+1) i.e.
8.7%. Merkel’s Conservatives is
the most successful party in the
history of the Federal Republic
of Germany. The SPD is tradi-
tional Centre-Left party. It
appears intermittently in suc-
cessive governments, some-
times in alliance with the CDU.
The FDP is little less socially
conservative party than the
CDU. Though it is small, it is
coherent and known for its
pro-business approach. The
AfD is a strong right-wing
party that firmly opposes
immigration and is absolutely
sceptical about the EU. The
Greens are influential and have
tied up with many govern-
ments both at the centre and in
some states. 

This election showed the
most consequential gains for the
SPD, particularly in East
Germany. Besides, the party has
also recovered grounds in its
traditional homelands such as

the Rhineland and in the north-
west Germany, where it shared
some of the advances with the
Green Party. Despite losing
some grounds, the AfD was able
to muster support in Thuringia
and other parts of the East
Germany. Sadly, the CDU lost
most of its support bases almost
everywhere, but its partner
party CSU could do better in
Bavaria. The Linke Party lost big
grounds in the East. 

As legendary Merkel is
tipped to tiptoe into Germany’s
political sunset, Scholz is tak-
ing up all challenges and
opportunities left behind by the
CDU leader. Today Germans
are talking about a radical shift
in the ‘machtarchitectur’, i.e. the
architecture of power structure
of the country. And the new
SPD-led coalition is heading
for wide policy changes both at
home and abroad. During the
four tenures of Merkel, the
coalition partners like the SPD
and others have always com-
plained about their minimal
role in policy making and in
public appearances. She was
adopting a pure top-down
approach in running her frag-
ile coalition government in all

the last 16 years in office. But
this time, with Scholz, the
power arrangement with part-
ners is quite different. His
partners are the Greens and the
FDs which are handed over
crucial ministries such as the
foreign, finance, new economy
and environment. Moreover,
the Ministers and major lead-
ers of these parties are much
younger and dynamic than
Scholz. They have a broader
vision of Germany than him.
Therefore, it would be too dif-
ficult for him to clip their
wings or rather side-line them
the way Merkel did with her
political allies. 

It seems Scholz has already
convinced the German elec-
torate that he would be able to
replace the maverick Merkel.
Truly speaking, her departure
has not only ushered in a new
era in Germany but also liter-
ally shakes up the fragile power
balance among the competing
powers in the coveted
European Union. At a time
when Russia under Putin is
increasingly becoming aggres-
sive and Lukashenko is push-
ing the migrants towards the
border between Belarus and

Poland, the EU demands the
role of accommodating and
tough decision makers like
Merkel. Her successor-in-wait-
ing Scholz has a much bigger
role to play — leveraging
German power to handle a
deadly pandemic Covid-19
and an ever-growing trend of
migration of people from West
Asian countries to Europe.
Many in Europe today see
huge potential in French
President Emmanuel Macron,
Italian Prime Minister Mario
Draghi and Scholz as con-
tenders for leading Europe to
the world stage. And probably
to take over Merkel’s mantle as
the unquestioned leader of
Europe, the world’s another
crucial power bloc. But the
biggest hurdle for all these
three statesmen would be to
cope up with an EU minus the
presence of the UK and the fast
marginalisation of the group in
global politics.

Scholz, a terse, well-briefed
and a grounded professional
political leader, would be no
less a competent figure than
Merkel to steer Germany ahead
in this time of crisis.
Undoubtedly, he would be

offering his long innings in
German politics both for the
benefit of his country and for
Europe. Thus, Robin
Alexander, a long-time politi-
cal observer of Merkel and
Scholz, aptly describes his cre-
dentials: “He is like a soccer
player who studies videos of
another player and changes his
game. From temperament and
political style all the way down
to facial expressions, Scholz
now channels Merkel. If Scholz
was a woman, he would wear
pantsuits”. 

Now it remains to be seen
how the new Chancellor will
take Germany to the post-
Merkel era to overcome both
fears and challenges in the
days ahead.

(Dr Makhan Saikia has
taught political science and
international relations for over
a decade in institutions of
national and international
repute after specialisation in
globalisation and governance
from Tata Institute of Social
Sciences, Mumbai. He is the
chief editor of the Journal of
Global Studies, an internation-
al research journal)
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Afemale judge, Muska, was

hiding with her family
from newly empowered
Taliban militants in
Afghanistan when an apparent
reading mistake 7,000 miles
away helped to drastically
change her life.

Brazilian President Jair
Bolsonaro opened his nation’s
doors to potential refugees
from the Asian nation during
remarks at the United Nations
General Assembly on
September 21. “We will grant
humanitarian visas for Afghan
Christians, women, children
and judges,” he read on the
teleprompter — apparently
mispronouncing the final
word, which was “jovens” —
youngsters — in his printed
speech as “juizes,” or judges.

Error or not, his govern-
ment fulfilled that offer.

Muska and her family were
taken by bus to the northern
city of Mazar-i-Sharif and were
then flown to Greece with six
female colleagues. By the end
of October, they found them-
selves in Brazil — a country
with very little in common with
Afghanistan beyond their
shared love of soccer.

Speaking to international

media for the first time, Muska
told The Associated Press this
week that she and the other
judges still fear retribution
from the Taliban — some of
whose members had been sen-
tenced for various crimes in
their courts.

She asked that her true
name not be used, nor her pre-
cise location - at a Brazilian
military installation - be pub-
lished. Her colleagues declined
to speak to the news media.
Muska had been a judge for
almost 10 years before the
Taliban captured power in
August and she said her home
in the capital, Kabul, had
recently been searched.

Afghanistan had about 300
female judges, Muska said, and
many are now in hiding, their
bank accounts frozen.

“We knew they (the
Taliban) wouldn’t let the
women judges work. We would
have serious threats to our
lives,” she said. “They released
all the criminals from the
prison. These were the crimi-
nals that we sentenced.”

The judges who remain
“are very scared, in hiding.
They have serious financial
problems, no salary, lost their

jobs, had their bank accounts
blocked. They are still in dan-
ger,” the judge said. “It is not
good in Kabul.”

The Taliban won wide-
spread support in Afghanistan
in part because the toppled US-
backed government was wide-

ly seen as corrupt. “But women
judges were the bravest,
strongest and most honest offi-
cials in the previous adminis-
tration,” said Muska, who said
the decision by US President
Joe Biden to end American
presence in the country meant

she quickly had to leave.
“Everything happened

suddenly,” she said.
Judge Renata Gil, the head

of the Brazilian Association of
Magistrates that is sponsoring
the refugees, said the Afghans
arrived “in a lot of fear, still feel-

ing threatened.” “They are
being chased because they con-
victed Taliban fighters,” she said
noting that she herself had
received death threats “because
I sentenced drug dealers. For
women this is much harder.”

Speaking at the associa-
tion’s headquarters in the capi-
tal, Brasilia, she said, “I hope
they are able to live their lives
independently. But as long as
they need, we will be here to
help.”

The judges and their 19
family members — apparent-
ly the only Afghan refugees
who have come to Brazil since
the Taliban returned to power
— now have Brazilian bank
accounts and health care.
Those who can are taking
lessons in Portuguese. It’s not
clear yet what the future holds
for them in Brazil, where at
least they are protected. But
Muska said they’d like to return
home one day.

“I hope I can join my fam-
ily members in Kabul. I have
this dream I am in my house. I
miss everything,” the judge
said. Muska hasn’t seen much
of Brazil due to security rea-
sons, difficulties with the lan-
guage and her own fears. But

she has found people with
empathy for her situation.
“They cry with us, we know
they can sense our feelings,” the
judge said with tears in her eyes.

Muska’s three children,
including a toddler, are also
having a tough time adapting.
The judge used to have her par-
ents and nannies to help, but in
Brazil she’s largely on her own,
while worrying about her
future, and theirs.

The children look happy
and energetic as they run and
jump at a public playground,
speaking Dari among them-
selves. But the judge said her
eldest daughter has questions
she cannot answer. “She is
always asking about my par-
ents, her friends, her cousins,”
Muska said. “She always asks us
questions about the Taliban, if
they will kill us.”

Despite the difficulties,
Muska said she believes the
future will be brighter for her
children than for those still in
Afghanistan.

“I have hope for them.
That they have their studies in
a good situation, in a good edu-
cational system,” she said.
“They will have their choice on
what they can do.” AP
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As we established in the previous
two issues that human beings are
empowered to guide their actions

by choice and discrimination, this exclu-
sive human prerogative also enjoins upon
a being to make conscientious choice to
modify even their destiny indications.
The obvious implication is that ‘freewill’
has a role to play in human life, using
which, we even reshape our destiny. How
well we use that option is altogether a dif-
ferent matter. The fatalists may still insist
that destiny is beyond change. What they
forget that civilisation has successively
grown thus far out of its primitive stage
through human efforts only. If expectan-
cy of life in India has risen to around 70
from below 50 since Independence, it is
not that destiny of Indian people has
changed by itself. Medical facility has
improved and people have become more
health conscious, which is nothing but
human effort. If you still continue to be
fatalist, you will be left behind in the run
of time. The western world has been con-
fidently using their power of freewill.
They would be committing many mis-
takes in the way, yet they have grown
faster and far beyond us.

It needs to be appreciated here that in

a unified world we live in, where no indi-
vidual has a reality independent of the
entirety, all set into an interdependent
mechanism, ‘freewill’ cannot be absolute.
In such a framework, we all have a shared
destiny. So, you can’t just blindly pursue
your whims and fancies. You are within
your right to pursue aspirational urges,
but it will not yield desired result, if it is
in conflict with the callings of collective
existence. We, therefore, need to learn
how to use our freewill option rightfully.
It would be possible only when we
remain alert to invoke our discriminatory
faculty before taking any call. The irony,
however, is that caught up in the flirta-
tions of mind, we are not left with
enough of mind-space necessary for due
diligence before exercising our option.

Truth remains that human potential
— mind power — is immense, which
unfolded in full will know limits. But
major part remains buried under the lim-
itations of mind. The irony, however is
that human beings have access to hardly
5 to 7 percent of the faculties of mind.
That is available by default. More than
that is subject to our conscious efforts.
Even what is available by default, if it
could be optimally utilised, one will be

able to negotiate the callings of life with
relative ease. The paradox, however, is
that engaged in unnecessary brooding
and contemplation, dreaming, worrying,
dealing with sense of fear and insecurity,
we more often dissipate considerable
amount of mind power towards unpro-
ductive ends. Consequently, we are hardly
left with enough to do justice to our pri-
ority preferences. When we fail, we find it
convenient to shift the blame on destiny.
Going by what Swami Vivekand says, we
do not fail in life because destiny is so
scripted. We rather don’t strive sufficient-
ly to unfold immense power within. It is
believed that Einstein and those in his ilk
would have used around 10 percent of
their mental abilities to have created his-
tory. The ancient India’s learned masters
would have been able to access full land-
scape of mind to have realised even subtle
realities of life operative at intangible
level. 

What’s the way forward then?
Identify and acknowledge limiting ten-
dencies of mind by self-reflection and
address them through fresh educative
inputs. Our ego, however, doesn’t let us
acknowledge our infirmities. Here
Astrology comes handy as an effective

diagnostic tool to dispassionately figure
out the basic fabric of an individual’s
making. For, it does energy mapping of a
being, which a horoscope is. And energy
knows no bias. Becoming aware, thus,
guided by a proven Guru, purify the
mind of its limiting tendencies. Sufficient
mind-space will then be available, neces-
sary for processing your thoughts objec-
tively, and thereby all actions on your
part. With such an expanded vision, and
thereby mind-power, first, you will not
take things on its face value. So, you will
not will upon any action without due dili-
gence. 

Second, you will look at issues in
hand with an open mind without any
limitations whatsoever. You will, there-
fore, be able look at things in the right
perspective due. You may then be able to
discriminate between ‘what you want’
and ‘what is right’, and accordingly make
most appropriate choices. Also, you will
be able to intelligently deal with unfore-
seen challenges coming your way, and
with relative ease.
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