
�������
���������	��
��������

��������������	��������
������������������	
����
���������	���������	���
��������	��	�����	
����	��
�����������������������	
�
�����������	�������������
�������	����� 	�	�!�������"
#����	���$� �������������
#����"������	
�	������
���
���	����%�����&�
��!��������
��	�����������	
����"��	������'

�������������������
��� �������������
���
�!�"�#�����&���������&����	
�
���	�������������(��	�������
)
����#����	���#���	�������&��
������*���������)�������
�������	�����	
�������	�
#���������)������	����+�#),
����	����������!	���������

�������������	����������
���
	
���
��
��
�����	�����	
�
����	��������"�����	
������	�	���'

�$� ��$���������%��

������������������
$&�'(���)&��-����������������!�
	����
�������������	������	
��	

���������������������������	
���
���������"��	
����&������
.��"����.��
�)���	�
��
��������'

������� ����������
$/-/0/ 1

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurated the

Phase-1 of Shri Kashi
Vishwanath Dham, construct-
ed at a cost of around �339
crore after taking a holy dip in
the river Ganga at Lalita Ghat
and offering prayers at Kashi
Vishwanath temple here on
Monday. The PM asked people
to take three pledges on the
occasion: Swachchhta, Srijan
and Atma Nirbhar (cleanli-
ness, innovation and self-
reliance).

“It is not just a building but
a symbol of Sanatan culture,
spirituality and tradition of
India which would give a new
energy and continuity to the
development of the nation,” he
said while addressing the dig-
nitaries and seers across the
country who came to attend the
function.

The PM said India is main-
taining the ancient heritage,
along with giving this newness
for accelerating the pace of
growth for the future of 
the nation. 

The PM looked emotion-
al while praising the 
unique lifestyle of the local res-
idents of his Parliamentary
constituency.

“This date of Vikram
Samvat 2078 Shukla Dashmi
would be remembered long as

this project was inaugurated on
Monday, a pious day of Lord
Shiva as the lost glory of this
famous temple across the world
has been restored with
grandeur,” he said, adding that
it all happened due to the
blessings of Baba Vishwanath.

“Earlier, the temple was just
housed in 3,000 square feet but
today it is in sprawling premis-
es of five lakh square feet
where at a time more than
50,000 devotees can get entry,
For providing facilities to the
Divyang and elderly, escalator
and lift facilities have been
added so that they can also
reach the temple easily after
taking bath in the sacred water
of river Ganga which has now
been linked with the Dham,”
said the PM, praising the Yogi
Government for its dedication
to complete the projects on
time despite all hurdles and
Covid-19 pandemic.  

Modi said that whenever
the devotees came to offer
prayers, they sought some

blessings from Baba
Vishwanath apart from taking
pledges. 

Continued on Page 2
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Congress president Sonia
Gandhi on Monday

slammed the “shockingly
regressive” and “misogynist”
passage regarding women in
the CBSE’s English exam ques-
tion paper during the Zero
Hour in the Lok Sabha. Soon
after Sonia’s outburst, the CBSE
withdrew the controversial
paper. 

The Congress leader
demanded the withdrawal of
“the gender-insensitive” pas-
sage in the English paper of the
Class 10th CBSE exam and
asked for an apology from the
Education Ministry and the
CBSE.

“...Women gaining inde-
pendence is the main reason
for a wide variety of social and
family problems,” Sonia quot-
ed the passage from question
paper in the exam conducted
on November 12, 2021.

Sonia said such a passage
reflects “extremely poor stan-
dards of testing and exam”
and “today’s education” and
sought a study on gender sen-
sitivity in the curriculum.

“I add my voice to the con-
cerns of students, parents,
teachers, and I raise strong
objections to such blatant
misogynist material finding its
way into an important exami-
nation conducted by the CBSE.
It reflects extremely poorly on
the standards of education and
testing and it goes against all

norms and principles of a pro-
gressive and empowered soci-
ety,” she said.

Sonia said the entire pas-
sage is “riddled with” regressive
ideas.

After the Congress presi-
dent’s comments, the
Opposition wanted a response
from the Government which
was not allowed by Speaker
Om Birla saying that was not
the practice in the House.
Subsequently, members from
the Congress, the Left and the
DMK, and others from the
Opposition staged a walkout.

The English question paper
carried a comprehension pas-
sage with sentences like “eman-
cipation of women destroyed
the parent’s authority over the
children” and “it was only by
accepting her husband’s way
that a mother could gain obe-
dience over the younger ones”,
among others. 

Soon after Sonia’s attack
and outrage from eminent
women personalities, including
Parliamentarians, on social
media and other platforms,
CBSE “dropped” the contro-
versial passage. The board said

it will award full marks to all
students for passage No.1 for all
sets of the question paper to
ensure parity among them.

The CBSE had referred
the matter to subject experts on
Sunday and sought their feed-
back. “A passage in one set of
the English language and liter-
ature paper of the CBSE Class-
10 first-term examination held
on December 11 is not in
accordance with the guide-
lines of the board with regard
to the setting of question
papers.”

“In this backdrop and on
the basis of the feedback
received from the stakeholders,
the matter was referred to a
committee of subject experts.
According to the panel’s rec-
ommendation, it has been
decided to drop the passage
and the accompanying ques-
tions,” CBSE Exam Controller
Sanyam Bhardwaj said.

Continued on Page 2
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The Delhi Commission for
Protection of Child Rights

(DCPCR) and the education
department on Monday
approached Centre for Air
Quality Management (CAQM)
for reopening of schools and
colleges from Friday.

Environment Minister
Gopal Rai said that the educa-
tion department proposed
immediate reopening of col-
leges and schools for Class 6
onwards and Classes for pri-
mary section to Class 5 from
December 20.

All schools and other edu-
cational institutions have been

closed since November 15 due
to deteriorating air quality in
Delhi-NCR. They were briefly
re-opened on November 29 but
were shut again on the orders
of the Supreme Court.

As the Supreme Court has
allowed the air quality com-
mission to consider applica-
tions for easing the restrictions
imposed to deal with air pol-
lution, Rai said that the ban on
entry of trucks carrying non-
essentials, except compressed
natural gas (CNG) and electric
trucks, will continue.

Anurag Kundu,
Chairperson, DCPCR, wrote to
Chief Secretary DR M M Kutty
on the opening of schools. In
his letter Kundu mentioned
that the schools were closed on
account of poor air quality to
protect children from severe
conditions. However, there is
absolutely no evidence to sug-
gest that schools’ closure would
achieve the stated goal.

�������	
����������������
�	���	����	����������		���
�	���������	��������

	��������������������
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Samajwadi Party (SP) chief
Akhilesh Yadav on Monday

took a swipe at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi   saying “peo-
ple spend their final days in
Banaras.” 

Akhilesh made the remark
during an interaction with the
media persons in his home
town Sefai in Etawah.

“This is very good. PM
Modi can stay there not just
one month, but for two or even
three months. That is a place to
stay. People spend their final
days in Banaras.” 

While the reference was to
the city’s significance in Hindu
culture, Akhilesh suggested in
his remarks that the BJP
Government in Uttar Pradesh
may be in its “final days”.

Continued on Page 2
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Twitter has been abuzz with
the news about the inau-

guration of rejuvenated Kashi
Vishwanath Dham on Monday.

The hashtag
#KashiVishwanathDham
became the 2nd top trend
worldwide on the social media
platform. In India,
#KashiVishwanathDham
remains the top trend on
Twitter throughout the day.

As the hashtag
#KashiVishwanathDham

became the top trending topic
on Monday, it crossed over 7
billion impressions and reached
over 350 million people.

It is to be mentioned that
the trend started after Modi
inaugurated the first phase of
the Kashi Vishwanath Dham in
his Parliamentary constituen-
cy, a project that connects the
temple town’s two iconic land-
marks — Kashi Vishwanath
temple and the Ganga ghats —
besides providing various facil-
ities to devotees.

Continued on Page 2
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British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson on Monday confirmed

the UK’s first death from the
Omicron variant of coronavirus, the
first known fatality from the high-
ly transmissible variant of Covid-19
in the world.

He announced an enhanced
Omicron Emergency Boost cam-
paign, which sets an end of the year
deadline for all adults aged over 18
to be offered a third top-up dose of
a Covid-19 vaccine. This brings for-
ward his previous timeline of
January 2022 for this target in an
effort to build a “wall of vaccine pro-
tection” against the new variant.

“I am afraid we are now facing
an emergency in our battle with the
new variant, Omicron, and we
must urgently reinforce our wall of
vaccine protection to keep our

friends and loved ones safe,” he said.
According to a modelling study,

Omicron could cause up to 75,000
deaths in UK by April end. It sug-
gests that Omicron variant of coro-

navirus could cause between 25,000
and 75,000 Covid-19 related deaths
if additional control measures were
not taken.

Continued on Page 2
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In an effort to achieve total indigeni-
sation in missile technology, the

Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) on Monday suc-
cessfully launched a supersonic missile-
assisted torpedo system for the Navy.

The DRDO had conducted two
important tests last week also, 
including rocket launchers and helicopter
fired missiles. 

The indigenously designed and
manufactured torpedo was launched
from Wheeler Island, Odisha, officials
said here. Giving details of the unique
features of the weapon system, they said
it is a next generation missile-based
standoff torpedo delivery system.

During the launch mission, full
range capability of the missile was
demonstrated. The system has been
designed to enhance anti-submarine
warfare capability far beyond the con-
ventional range of the torpedo.

This was a textbook launch, where
the entire trajectory was monitored by
the electro optic telemetry system, var-
ious range radars, including the down

range instrumentation and down range
ships. The missile carried a torpedo,
parachute delivery system and release
mechanisms.

Continued on Page 2
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In a “daring” attack by ter-
rorists on a police bus near

Zewan area of Pantha Chowk
in Srinagar, two Jammu &
Kashmir Police officials,
including an officer of the
rank of Assistant Sub Inspector,
attained martyrdom while 12
others received bullet injuries
late on Monday. 

The terror attack coincid-
ed with the 20th anniversary of
2001 Parliament terror attack in
New Delhi.

The terrorist strike on the
police party took place barely
hours after two Lashkar-e-
Tayyeba (LeT) terrorists were
neutralised by the security
forces in the Rangreth area of
Srinagar. One among the slain

terrorists is believed to be a
Pakistan-based foreign terror-
ist while the second one was
identified as an “A’’ category ter-
rorist Aadil Ahmad Wani of
Shopian. 

Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi sought details
on the terror attack and

expressed condolences to the
families of the security per-
sonnel killed.

In a tweet, the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) said,
“PM Narendra Modi has
sought details on the terror
attack in Jammu & Kashmir. 

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi will participate in
a 'padyatra' in his former par-
liamentary constituency of
Amethi on December 18 as part
of the party's ongoing nation-
wide 'Jan Jagran Abhiyan'. 

Gandhi had represented the
Amethi Lok Sabha constituency
in Uttar Pradesh from 2004 to
2019. He is currently the MP
from Wayanad in Kerala.

AICC General Secretary in-
charge for Uttar Pradesh Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra will also join the
padyatra on the same day.

AICC General Secretary K C
Venugopal said the Congress had
launched the 'Jan Jagran Abhiyan'
on November 14 to expose the
"gross mismanagement" of the
economy by the Narendra Modi
government and make the people
aware of the Centre's insensitivi-
ty in addressing the prevalent
back-breaking inflation.

Ordinary people supporting
the campaign have also been reg-
istering themselves for the ongo-
ing membership drive in
Congress launched on
November 1, 2021 through
missed call and other processes,
he said.

The party has also tried to
ensure a discussion on the issue
of inflation in the ongoing win-

ter session of Parliament that
began on November 29.

"After the callous and unde-
mocratic denial of permission for
holding a rally in Delhi, the party
had yesterday organised a mega
'Mehngai Hatao Rally' in Jaipur,
Rajasthan where Rahul Gandhi
compared prices of essential
commodities like gas cylinder,
pulses, ghee, flour and sugar
from 2014 and showed how they
now have mostly doubled and
tripled," Venugopal said.

Gandhi had asked the
crowd, 'Achhe din aa gaye?
(Have good days come?) and in
good measure reiterated that
'Achhe din aa gaye - Hum do,
Humare do ke!' (Good days
have come for two of us and two
others close to us), he said in a
statement.

Taking a dig at the Modi-led
BJP government, Gandhi said
everything is being given away
to a chosen few businessmen.

Gandhi will also be attend-
ing a public rally in Dehradun,
Uttarakhand on December 16 to
celebrate the 50th anniversary of
'Vijay Diwas' marking the 1971
victory against Pakistan and
commemorating the 50th
anniversary of Bangladesh
Liberation War, the Congress
leader said. PTI

Mumbai: Noting that it was
an important issue, the
Bombay High Court on
Monday directed the Centre
to file an affidavit by
December 23 on a plea seek-
ing deletion of the Prime
Minister's name and photo-
graph from the PM CARES
trust fund.

The petition filed by
Congress party member
Vikrant Chavan also sought
deletion of images of the
national flag and the Emblem
of India from the official web-
site of the Prime Minister's
Citizen Assistance and Relief
in Emergency Situations (PM
CARES) trust fund.

A division bench of Chief
Justice Dipankar Datta and
Justice M S Karnik said the
Union government has not
filed an affidavit till now.

"This is also an impor-
tant issue. File your affidavit,"
Chief Justice Datta told

Additional Solicitor General
Anil Singh, who was appear-
ing for the Central govern-
ment. 

The bench directed the
government to file the affi-
davit by December 23 and
posted the matter for further
hearing on January 3, 2022.

The plea stated that using
the Prime Minister's photo-
graph and the image of the
national flag and the Emblem
of India was in violation of the
provisions of the Constitution
and The Emblems and Names
(Prevention of Improper Use)
Act.

The trust was set up on
March 27, 2020, as a public
charitable trust to extend
support and relief for a pub-
lic health emergency or any
other kind of emergency or
calamity. 

The trust fund claims to
consist of voluntary contri-
butions made by individu-
als/organisations and does
not get any budgetary support
from the government. 

Besides, the contribu-
tions made to the trust fund
would qualify for a 100 per
cent exemption under the
Income Tax Act. PTI

Srinagar: A Personal Security
Officer (PSO) of a BJP worker
went missing on Monday along
with two rifles from Kupwara
district of Jammu and Kashmir,
officials here said. 

Saqib Tantray, a resident of
Bohipora in Kupwara, was
posted as a PSO to BJP work-
er Abdul Rashid Zargar, who is
staying at Old MLA hostel in
Kupwara, they said.

During investigation, it
came to light that two rifles
were also missing from Zargar's
residence, they said

A close associate, also
neighbor, of Saqib Tantray,
identified as Arif Ahmad Mir,
has also been missing since
morning, they added.  PTI
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From Page 1
“As for me the public are

like our deities, so I sought
three pledges from them on
Swachhta, Srijan and Atma
Nirbhar (cleanliness, innova-
tion and self-reliance),” he said.

Seeking support from the
people on these pledges, Modi
appealed to all to keep their
surroundings clean because
this would solve several prob-
lems and keep the river Ganga
pollution-free also. “Cleanliness
is a lifestyle and discipline
which inspires one towards
one’s duty,” he said. 

Describing the second
pledge of innovation, he nar-
rated how many youths have
created history through new
ideas in their startup projects.
“We’re celebrating our plat-
inum jubilee of independence
so by becoming more vocal to
our local products by adopting
them, we can help the nation
become self-reliant but also
reach a new height when we
would be celebrating the cen-
tenary of our independence,” he
said.

According to the PM, the
Banarasis had seen several

destructions and re-buildings
from time to time during the
last 1000 years. “If Aurangzeb
had demolished this temple, it
was rebuilt by Maharani
Ahilyabai Holkar who was
born in Maharashtra but a
queen of Indore. 

Not only this, Maharaja
Ranjeet Singh of Punjab donat-
ed gold for the temple,” he said,
highlighting the relations
between Kashi and South India.
He also quoted words of several
leading scholars of the south
who had spoken a lot about the
glories of this holy city. He also
highlighted the history of brav-
ery of Shivaji and Raja
Suheldev.

“Our Government is try-
ing to revive the lost heritage
where it is the facilitation of
Kartarpur Sahib or Vellore

Math and important places of
worship in Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
and other States,” he said.

He also highlighted the
importance of Varanasi as an
ancient city where Adi
Shankaracharya impressed
with the teachings of Dom
Raja had started working for
the spiritual unity of the nation,
Gautam Buddha preached
non-violence to the world, Sant
Tulsidas wrote
Ramcharitmanas, Sant Kabir
worked for social reform, and
Sant Ravidas raised the prob-
lems of the downtrodden. He
also referred several freedom
fighters, scholars, litterateurs,
and artists who were associat-
ed with this city.

Earlier, as per tradition,
Modi offered prayers at Kal
Bhairav temple and then

reached Lalita ghat from the
newly-beautified Khirkhiya
ghat through a cruise.

In the function, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath,
terming Modi as the world’s
most popular leader, praised
the PM for his efforts to revive
rich heritage along with help-
ing the nation march towards
overall development and pros-
perity. UP Minister of State
(Independent Charge) Dr
Neelkanth Tiwari welcomed
the guests. Governor
Anandiben Patel. 

Bhartiya Janata Party
President Dr JP Nadda, Union
Minister Dr Mahendra Nath
Pandey, both the deputy Chief
Ministers Keshav Prasad
Maurya and Dinesh Sharma
and many others were also pre-
sent.
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This canister-based missile system

consists of advanced technologies
including two stage solid propulsion,
electro-mechanical actuators and pre-
cision inertial navigation. The missile
is launched from ground mobile
launcher and it can cover a range of dis-
tances.

A number of DRDO laboratories
developed various technologies for this
advanced missile system. Industry par-
ticipated in the development and pro-
duction of various sub-systems.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
congratulated the teams involved in the

successful test of the supersonic missile
assisted torpedo system and said, the
development of the system is a perfect
example of building futuristic defence
systems in the country.

The DRDO chief Satheesh Reddy
congratulated all those involved in the
successful test. He said the system will
further enhance the strength of the
Navy and promote self-reliance in
defence, harnessing of expertise and
capabilities. The latest test came days
after the DRDO conducted two tests in
Pokharan ranges in Rajasthan.  The tests
included rocket launchers and heli-
copter fired anti-tank missiles.

Giving details of the Pinaka rock-
et launcher, officials said the test includ-
ed the extended range of the rockets,
Area Denial Munitions (ADM) and
indigenously developed fuses. The

Pinaka-ER Multi Barrel Rocket
Launcher System was successfully test-
ed at Pokharan range.The DRDO,
along with the Army, conducted series
of performance evaluation trials of
these industry produced rockets at
Field Firing Ranges during the last three
days. In these trials, enhanced range
Pinaka rockets were test fired at differ-
ent ranges with various warhead capa-
bilities.

The Pinaka-ER is the upgraded ver-
sion of earlier Pinaka version which has
been in service with the Indian Army
for the last decade. The system has been
designed in the light of emerging
requirements with advanced technolo-
gies enhancing the range.

The tests of Area Denial Munition
(ADM) variants of ammunition were
successfully carried out at Pokhran Field

Firing Ranges. These trials are part of
performance evaluation under tech-
nology absorption.

In the second test the DRDO and
the IAF flight-tested the indigenously
designed and developed Helicopter
launched Stand-off Anti-tank (SANT)
Missile from Pokhran ranges.

The test was successful in meeting
all its mission objectives. The release
mechanism, advanced guidance and
tracking algorithms, all avionics with
integrated software, performed satis-
factorily and tracking systems monitored
all mission events. The weapon can neu-
tralise targets in a range up to 10 kms.

The SANT missile has been
designed and developed by Research
Centre Imarat (RCI), Hyderabad in
coordination with other DRDO labs
and participation from industries. 
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From Page 1
SP chief went on to say that

the BJP is “lying before” every-
one but should not lie “before
god”. He said that the cricket
stadium in Etawah could have
hosted the IPL if it was not for
the “slow pace of BJP’s devel-
opment work”. Akhilesh alleged
that Etawah had been dis-
criminated against by the rul-
ing BJP Government of 
UP.

Earlier on Sunday,
Akhilesh had claimed that the
Kashi Vishwanath temple cor-
ridor project was approved
during the term of his SP
Government in the State. There
is documentary evidence to
prove it, he told reporters in
Lucknow. 

Akhilesh later said in a
tweet in Hindi, “The chronol-
ogy of Kashi Vishvanath
Corridor: Crores of rupees
were allocated by the
Samajwadi Party Government.
The SP Government started the
acquisition of the buildings
for the purpose of the corridor.
An honorarium was fixed for
the temple staff.” 
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From Page 1
During the grand event,

Twitter and other social media
platforms were abuzz with
comments over the develop-
ment in Varanasi and Uttar
Pradesh with several people
hailing the Prime Minister and
the Chief Minister for their
efforts.It is noteworthy that
the hashtag crossed over 216K
tweets and over 8600 tweets in
the span of less than an hour.

Significantly, along with
the hashtag
#KashiVishwanathDham,
probably for the first time sev-
eral other related hashtags such
as #ShivaJi, #Ganga, #Varanasi,
#Kashi, #HarHarMahadev,
#Ganga, #LordShiva,
# ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? _ ? ? ? ? ,
#BabaVishwanath, #???????????,
#??????? and #???????????????
concerning the same event
also remained trending on
Twitter simultaneously.
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“Full marks will be award-

ed for this passage to all the stu-
dents concerned. To ensure
uniformity and parity, full
marks will also be awarded to
students for passage number
one for all sets of the question
paper,” he added.

The CBSE issued a state-
ment on Sunday, saying, “The
passage in one set of the English
paper of CBSE Class-10 first-

term examination held on
December 11 has received
mixed reactions from a few par-
ents and students stating that ‘it
seems to support regressive
notions on family and alleged-
ly promotes gender stereotyp-
ing’.”

“The matter will be referred
to subject experts for considered
views as per the preset proce-
dures of the board. As regards
the correct answer option and
the answer key released by the
board, it is clarified that if the
experts opine that the passage
elicits multiple interpretations,

appropriate action will be taken
to protect the interest of the stu-
dents,” the board had said.

This is the second time in
a span of 15 days that the CBSE
board exam question paper has
drawn controversy. On
December 2, CBSE asked stu-
dents appearing in Sociology
test in the Term 1 Board Exams
for Class 12, to answer which
party ruled in Gujarat when the
2002 riots happened.  Congress
general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra also raised the
issue, calling the passage “driv-
el”. 
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From Page 1
The yet-to-be peer-reviewed

study suggests that Omicron has
the potential to cause a wave of
transmission in England that
could lead to higher levels of cases
and hospitalisations than those
seen during January 2021.On the
other hand, long queues were seen
outside walk-in vaccination cen-
tres across the UK on Monday as
people queued for their booster
vaccine doses, even as the gov-
ernment’s work from home guid-
ance came in force as part of mea-
sures to tackle the “tidal wave” of
the Omicron variant of COVID-
19.The researchers from the
London School of Hygiene &
Tropical Medicine (LSHTM) in
the UK used the latest experi-
mental data on the antibody-evad-
ing characteristics of Omicron to
explore plausible scenarios for the
immune escape of the variant.

Under the most optimistic
scenario, a wave of infection is
projected which could lead to a
peak of over 2,000 daily hospital
admissions, with 175,000 hospi-
talisations and 24,700 deaths
between December 1, 2021 and
April 30, 2022, if no additional
control measures are implement-
ed.
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He has also expressed con-

dolences to the families of
those security personnel who
have been martyred in the
attack.”

According to Director
General of Jammu & Kashmir
police Dilbagh Singh, “Police
personnel belonging to the 9th
battalion of armed police,
deployed on various law and
order duties, were returning to
their battalion headquarters
when they were targeted by the
terrorists near Pantha Chowk
in the Zewan area”. 

Several vital security instal-
lations, including battalion
headquarters of J&K Armed
police were located in the area.
The road where the terror
attack took place witnessed
heavy traffic and regular move-
ment of security convoys in the
evening.

Dilbagh Singh said, “A total
number of 14 police personnel
were injured in the attack.
Four of them received critical
injuries and were rushed to the
nearby hospital”. Singh said,
adding “Two police personnel
later succumbed to their
injuries while others were
undergoing treatment”. 

According to the twitter
handle of Kashmir Zone police,
“01 ASI & a Selection Grade
Constable succumbed to their
injuries & attained martyr-
dom”. 

Initial assessment by the
local police revealed the ter-
rorists opened indiscriminate
firing from two different direc-
tions in a planned attack. Initial
reports indicated the terrorists
emerged from narrow bylanes
and opened indiscriminate fir-
ing on the bus ferrying police
personnel. 

The window panes and
the front mirror were com-
pletely shattered in the random
firing. Taking advantage of the

darkness the terrorists fled
away from the area without fac-
ing any resistance. 

The armed police person-
nel, traveling in a non bullet
proof vehicle, could not retal-
iate. This is the second attack
which took place on a police
bus in Zewan area of Srinagar.
A similar attack took place on
a police bus on September 1,
2017, in which one police per-
sonnel was killed while seven
others received injuries.

The police personnel
injured in the terror attack
are: ASI Ghulam
Hassan,Constable Sajjad
Ahmad,Constable Rameez
Ahmad, Constable Bishember
Dass, Selection Grade consta-
ble Sanjay Kumar, SG CT Vikas
Sharma, Constable Abdul
Majeed, Constable Mudasir
Ahmad,Constable Ravi Kanth,
Constable Showkat Ali,
Constable Arshid Mohammad,
SgCt Safique Ali,Constable
Satveer Sharma, Constable
Aadil Ali. 
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Mumbai: Veteran
scriptwriter-lyricist Javed
Akhtar on Monday moved a
plea before a court here seek-
ing issuance of a non-bailable
warrant against Bollywood
actor Kangana Ranaut in a
criminal defamation case filed
by him against her.

The application, moved
by Akhtar's lawyer Jay
Bharadwaj, listed the number
of exemptions Ranaut has
sought for one reason or
another since March this year.
She had last appeared before
Andheri metropolitan magis-
trate RR Khan on September
20."It can be clearly deci-
phered from the conduct of
the accused that from the
time of issuance of process by
this court (Andheri metro-
politan magistrate court) she
has been deploying all possi-
ble tactics to cause inordinate
delays in the matter," the
application said.It also men-
tioned the actor was making
"false and incorrect state-
ments" before the court. PTI
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Delhi International Airport
Limited (DIAL) has

introduced e-boarding gates
across all three terminals of
Delhi Airport for the passen-
gers flying out of the city.

“ All boarding gates have
contact-less e-boarding gates
with boarding card scanners,
which will allow passengers to
flash their physical or e-
boarding cards to verify flight
details and once done, they
can proceed for security
checks,” DIAL Spokesperson
said.

E-gates are empowered
by touchless technologies.
Passengers who have verified
their boarding passes by scan-
ning at the e-gates can simply
walk past the e-boarding gates
for security checks and then
board a flight without having to
show their documents”
again.

These E-boarding gates
have been set up at Terminal 3
and Terminal 2 and deploy-
ment is in progress at Terminal
T1. These include dual lane,
wide lane and normal lane e-
gates.

A dual lane e-gate consists
of a wide lane and a normal
lane e-gates placed side-by-side.
While a wide lane e-gate allows
passengers carrying wide lug-

gage / passengers with reduced
mobility (PRM) to pass
through it easily, passengers
carrying only the hand baggage
can walk through the normal
lane e-gates.

The touchless procedure
not only minimizes touching of
facility surfaces and people

interaction under 
Covid-19, but also shortens the
boarding time.

DIAL has also installed e-
processing kiosks at T2 entry
gates and over the next few
weeks, these would be installed
at Terminal 3 and
Terminal 1.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Monday

launched the “Dilli Ki
Yogshala” programme that
aims to help the city residents
practise yoga regularly under
the guidance of trained teach-
ers.

A mobile phone number
was launched by the Chief
Minister on which people can
give a missed call and get the
guidance of yoga teachers. A
website -- dillikiyogshala.Com
-- was also launched on the
occasion.

"People in groups of 25 can
give a missed call on this num-
ber and the Delhi Government
will provide them teachers.
They will require to identify a
place like a park or a commu-
nity hall to practise Yoga,"
Kejriwal said at a programme
of the Delhi Pharmaceutical
Sciences and Research
University (DPSRU).

The "Dilli Ki Yogshala"
programme will begin from
January with 400 teachers
trained by the DPSRU and at
least 20,000 people are expect-
ed to start practising yoga
under their supervision, the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
leader said.

The Delhi Government
conceptualised free yoga class-
es for the city residents earlier
this year and also allocated Rs

25 crore for it in the 2021-22
budget. Kejriwal hoped that
like other initiatives of his gov-
ernment such as free water and

electricity and mohalla clinics,
the "Dilli Ki Yogshala" pro-
gramme will also be adopted by
other States.
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In order to produce compost and
compressed biogas by processing

biodegradable fraction of solid waste,
South Delhi Municipal Corporation
has signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with Enviro
Integrated Solutions Limited on
Monday. 

A senior SDMC official said that
the proposed plant will be able to
process 300 TDP bio-degradable frac-
tion of solid waste.

The capacity of the plant will be
augmented to 500 TPD in the second
phase. He said that the civic agency is
committed to dispose of solid waste
generated from its area in a scientific
manner. The recent move will not only
help in disposing of the Solid Waste
properly but will help in producing
Compost and Bio-CBG, he added.

It may be noted that the conces-
sion agreement was signed between
erstwhile MCD and IL&FS on 1st May
2007 for "Upgradation, operation and
maintenance of 200 TPD Composting
facility at Okhla with a concession
period of 25 years. Area of the plot of
the existing compost plant is about 7
acres.

The present compost plant is
being operated with capacity of 200
TPD of MSW which now is being
upgraded to 300 TDP with CBG
which is being received from all the
four Zones of the SDMC. 

New Delhi: The Delhi Commission for
Women (DCW) on Monday issued a
notice to CBSE seeking a detailed action
taken report regarding a comprehension
passage in an examination allegedly
promoting "gender stereotyping" and
supporting "regressive notions".

In the Class 10 English examination
conducted on Saturday, the question
paper carried a comprehension passage
with sentences such as "emancipation of
women destroyed the parents' authori-
ty over the children" and "it was only by
accepting her husband's way that a
mother could gain obedience over the
younger ones", among others.

Excerpts from the passage have gone
viral on social media platforms with users
calling out the board for supporting
"misogynistic" and "regressive opinions"
and the hashtag "#CBSEinsultswomen"
trending on Twitter.

The DCW, in its notice,  has sought
the name and designation of those
responsible for writing the passage,
choosing it for the question paper and
whether any action has been taken
against them. It has also asked whether
any material published by the CBSE
undergoes scrutiny of experts to censure
that the same is gender inclusive and does
not propagate gender stereotypes.

"Was this passage scrutinized by any
such expert(s)? If yes, please provide
complete details ofthe same along with
the action taken against them for this
lapse," read the notice.

The notice also asked the board to
enlist the steps taken by CBSE to prevent
publication of such articles in their

study/examination and material in the
future and a detailed action taken report
in the matter. The board has to reply to
the notice by December 17. "The
said article is infuriating for its totally sex-
ist and warped in its approach. Not only
is the article offensive towards women,
it is also very offensive towards children,"
the panel said in the notice. 

In the notice, the panel said it is "evi-
dent that the writer is a woman hater, to
say the least and his understanding of
women issues and feminism is totally
perverted".

"It is unacceptable that CBSE decid-
ed to publish this twisted passage in its
examination paper for not only such arti-
cles attack the independent identity of
women and propagate anti feminism and
gender stereotypes, but also have a neg-
ative impact over the progressive think-
ing of students, who indeed are the future
of the nation. This passage encourages
gender discrimination among students
which is detrimental for the society," said
DCW.

The CBSE on Monday dropped the
comprehension passage and the accom-
panying questions from the exam paper
and decided to award full marks for the
Class 10 students, following an outrage
over the board allegedly promoting
"gender stereotyping" and supporting
"regressive notions".

Congress president Sonia Gandhi on
Monday condemned the "blatantly
misogynist" and "nonsensical" questions
in the Class-10 CBSE exam, saying
those reflected "extremely poorly" on the
standards of education and testing. PTI 

New Delhi: Noting that the prosecu-
tor has not appeared in a Delhi riots
case for the last ten months, a court
here imposed a fine on the State and
directed the police commissioner to
conduct an inquiry to fix the respon-
sibility for the imposition of costs on
him and ordered it be deducted from
the salary of the person responsible.

Chief Metropolitan Magistrate
Arun Kumar Garg imposed a fine of
Rs 3,000 after an adjournment request
was made during a hearing in a riots
case due to the unavailability of the
Special Public Prosecutor (SPP). The
court was slated to hear the arguments
on charges.

The judge, while allowing the
request for adjournment, said the
SPP has not appeared “even once”
since the date of filing of the charge
sheet in the case on January 30, 2021.

“Request for adjournment is
allowed subject to cost of �3,000- to
be deposited by the State in the court,”
he stated in an order dated December
10.

“This court is not oblivious of the
fact that the burden of the cost shall
fall on the public exchequer and
hence I deem it appropriate to direct
Commissioner of Police Delhi to con-
duct an inquiry for fixing the respon-
sibility for imposition of the cost and

to order to deduction of same from the
salary of the person responsible,” the
judge added.

CMM Garg further directed the
copy of the court's order to be sent to
the Deputy Commissioner of Police
(northeast district) as well as the
Police Commissioner with a direction
to ensure the presence of the prose-
cutor.

A day prior to this, another court
hearing the riots cases expressed con-
cern over the delay in disposal of riots
cases due to the non-appearance of
Special Public Prosecutors and direct-
ed the Delhi Police to appoint more
prosecutors to represent the State.

“This is the state of affairs with
regards to these riot cases, which are
very sensitive in nature and for which
this special court was set up. These
cases were assigned to a panel of spe-
cial PPs formed by the police so as to
ensure proper and effective prosecu-
tion,” 

Additional Sessions Judge
Virender Bhat had said.

He added that the special PPs to
whom the cases are assigned do not
appear in the court in several cases on
account of which cases have to be
adjourned without conducting any
proceedings thereby resulting in the
delay of their disposal. PTI 
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A35-year-old man died
while a 9-year-old girl was

injured after  allegedly getting
hit by a car in west Delhi's
Vikaspuri area on Monday
morning. Police said that the
accused was apprehended from
the spot.

The deceased has been
identified as Ranjeet Kumar
and injured girl as Nisha, both
residents of Vikaspuri, were
admitted to a nearby hospital
for treatment. Police said that
Kumar succumbed to his
injuries during the treatment.  

According to a senior
police official, the incident
took place around 6.30 AM
when car driver Rishab was
travelling in his vehicle to a
gym. "Suddenly, Nisha came in
front of his vehicle and the car
tried to take a U-turn in an
attempt to save her but the
vehicle went out of control hit-
ting her and Ranjeet," said the
senior police official.

On reaching the spot, the
car was found to be involved in
an accident while the two
injured were sent to a hospital
for treatment, official 
added. 

"The statement of an eye-
witness was recorded and the
accused driver Rishab was
apprehended at the spot. A case
has been registered and appro-
priate legal action has been
taken," said police. 

Gurugram: In a major
boost to sustainability,
Milind Soman, actor,
producer and fitness
enthusiast, launched
electric cycles by
Lifelong Online, a
leading consumer
durables brand, in
G u r u g r a m .
Combining state-of-
the-art design with
sustainability, these
electric cycles are
priced at a very afford-
able range. 

Targeted for urban
users from metropoli-
tan as well as Tier II &
III cities, the cycles
are meant to provide a
cost-effective and envi-
ron m e nt - f r i e n d ly
alternative to petrol or
diesel-guzzling transport. With an estimat-
ed 7 paise/Km travel cost and no carbon
emissions, these electric cycles are one of the
most cost-effective transport modes in the
market today. 

Commenting on the launch, Mr Bharat
Kalia, CEO & Co-Founder, Lifelong Online,
said, “We always been at the forefront of tech
innovation to help solve the daily problems
faced by Indian consumers. With sustain-
ability emerging as a chief concern, we were
focused on delivering a product that can
make a tangible difference to their life.
Throughout this, we aimed to ensure that
our customers benefit from cutting-edge
technology in a product that is highly func-

tional and cost-effective. We have taken care
to keep our price points extremely afford-
able.” 

“With our cities becoming congested
with highly polluting vehicles, it is high time
that we look for alternative solutions.  As a
fitness enthusiast, I look forward to any solu-
tion that can help in clearing up our high-
ly polluted cities. Electric cycles are not only
sustainable; they are also highly affordable,
which ensures higher chances of consumer
interest," Milind Soman said.

The electric cycles have a range of up to
25 km range per charge. With a charge time
of 4 hours, these cycles are easy to charge
at home with a charge time of 4-6 hours.
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New Delhi: The Delhi High Court
on Monday sought the Delhi
Government's response on two
separate pleas by residents and
shopkeepers seeking to cancel a
licence to operate a liquor shop near
a residential area in Shalimar Bagh
here, observing that such vends
cannot be near schools and reli-
gious institutions.

A bench of Chief Justice D N
Patel and Justice Jyoti Singh issued
notice to the Delhi government's
Excise Department on both the
petitions and asked the authorities
to file replies along with a map of
the area.

The court listed both the cases
for further hearing on January 18.

The court orally observed that
whenever any liquor shop is
opened, it cannot be near places like
schools, religious institutions as
there are several norms to be fol-
lowed while granting licences.

During the hearing, Delhi gov-
ernment standing counsel Santosh
Kumar Tripathi submitted that fol-
lowing a complaint, an enquiry has
been conducted in the presence of
locals and RWA people and there
was no violation of provisions of the
law in grant of licence to the liquor
vend owner. The court was hearing
two petitions filed by Residents
Welfare Association of Block U and
V of Shalimar Bagh and few shop-

keepers of the area seeking to can-
cel the licence of a liquor shop
which has been opened in a local
shopping complex which is occu-
pied by daily necessity shops.

Advocate K C Mittal, repre-
senting the RWA, drew the court's
attention to an earlier order of the
high court prohibiting grant of
liquor licence in residential areas.

He said the opening of liquor
shop will affect children, women
and elderly persons as the open
space will be occupied by hawkers
and criminals causing serious prob-
lems to residents.

Meanwhile, in another petition
filed by residents of Meet Nagar in
northeast Delhi, the Delhi govern-
ment informed Justice Rekha Palli
that an inspection was conducted
and the shortest traversable distance
of the proposed liquor vend and a
government school is measured to
be 81 meters.

The authorities said it has been
recommended that the liquor
licence may not be granted to the
proposed liquor vend at Main
Wazirabad Road, Meet Nagar, being
not fulfilling the requirements
under the Delhi Excised Rules,
2010.

As per the rules, no liquor shop
can be opened at a distance of less
than 100 metre from educational
and religious institutions. PTI
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New Delhi: The Jawaharlal Nehru University on
Monday rejected allegations that PhD aspirants from
marginalised sections were being discriminated against
during viva voce and said it follows "a fair, transparent
and inclusive admission policy".

The university said that members of the PhD selec-
tion committee are not provided information about the
categories of students to ensure that there is no bias in
the process. 

Jawaharlal Nehru University Students' Union
(JNUSU) president Aishe Ghosh had alleged on
Sunday that several candidates who appeared for viva
voce had said they were given very low marks, espe-
cially in cases where students are from marginalised sec-
tions, in violation of constitutionally mandated reser-
vation policy.  "The JNU categorically rejects the reports
in certain sections of media alleging discrimination
against PhD aspirants from marginalised sections of the
society. As per the admission policy adopted by the uni-
versity, every SC/ST/PWD candidate who qualifies JNU
entrance examination for PhD admissions is called for
viva voce irrespective of the number of seats available
for admission in their respective categories," a univer-
sity statement said.

It said that students from other categories who qual-
ify the JNU entrance exam for PhD admissions are called
in a particular ratio depending upon the number of seats
available in their respective categories. "This amply
reflects the concern and commitment of the universi-
ty to the cause of the students from marginalised cat-
egories in providing an opportunity to every qualified
SC/ST/PWD candidate," read the statement. 
While stressing that "the university follows a fair, trans-
parent and inclusive admission policy which is the foun-
dation of its proven academic excellence", the univer-
sity said that the Government's reservation policy for
admission into different programmes of studies is strict-
ly implemented. PTI
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Various Opposition members in
Lok Sabha on Monday ques-

tioned the retrospective penal pro-
vision in the NDPS bill which seeks
to rectify an anomaly, saying the
amendments will not hold good in
courts. Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman moved for considera-
tion and passage the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances
(Amendment) Bill, 2021, saying the
amendments proposed only seek to
correct certain "clerical error".
She said the bill, has a very limit-
ed purpose and seeks to achieve

"nothing more".     
The anomaly crept in when the

Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act was
amended in 2014 to allow better
medical access to narcotic drugs,
and removing state barriers in
transporting and licensing of essen-
tial narcotic drugs. Prior to the
2014 amendment, clause (viiia) of
Section 2 of the Act, contained sub-
clauses (i) to (v), wherein the
term 'illicit traffic' had been
defined. This clause was re-lettered
as clause (viiib) by the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances
(Amendment) Act, 2014, as a new

clause (viiia) in section 2 defining
'essential narcotic drugs'. 

However, inadvertently, con-
sequential change was not carried
out in section 27A of the NDPS
Act,  Finance Minister Sitharaman
was quoted as saying in the
Statement of Objects and Reasons
of the bill. BJD's Bhartruhari
Mahtab, Manish Tewari
(Congress), Arvind Sawant (Shiv
Sena) and Supriya Sule (NCP)
were among those who opposed
the retrospective effect the gov-
ernment seeks to give to the pro-
vision, saying according to law,
criminal provisions cannot be

brought into force on a retrospec-
tive basis. 

Mahtab opposed the bill call-
ing it "illegal" and said it suffers
from "incongruity" and 
contended that the law cannot be
amended to include provisions
with their "retrospective effect" in
criminal cases. "You are making
another mistake to correct a mis-
take committed in the past. It will
be challenged in the court of law,"
the BJD member said, stressing
that amending the provisions of the
NDPS Act with their retrospective
effect would lead to "double jeop-
ardy". 
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The Supreme Court on
Monday sought responses

from the Centre and firms,
including Uber and Zomato,
on a plea of an organisation of

transport workers serving
app-based service

providers seeking
social security
rights available for
unorganised sec-
tor workers under

the law.  The plea
by Indian Federation

of App-Based
Transport Workers (IFAT)

has sought formulation of wel-
fare schemes like health insur-
ance, maternity benefits, pen-
sion, old age assistance, dis-
ability allowance and comple-
tion of vaccination at aggrega-
tors' cost on priority basis for
gig workers. 

“We will issue notice, List
after four weeks,” said a bench
comprising justices L
Nageswara Rao and B R Gavai
after hearing arguments from
senior advocate Indira Jaising
who appeared for IFAT.
Jaisingh said a declaration is
sought by the drivers or deliv-
ery workers that they are work-
men under the schemes of the
Unorganised Workers Act and
all the social welfare schemes,
meant for the workers body.
The benefits for workmen of
unorganised sectors be made
available to them as well, she
said. 

She referred to a judgment
of the Supreme Court of the
United Kingdom and said the
job contracts were analyzed
and found that the persons
employed with Uber were actu-
ally workmen. It was held that
the contract was only a “sub-

terfuge” and the real relation is
that of employee and employ-
er, she said.  Besides Uber India
and Zomato Ltd, the petition
has made union ministries –
Commerce and Industry, Food
and Public Distribution,
Electronics—as parties. 

The plea has sought a dec-
laration that "gig workers" and
"app based workers" are cov-
ered under the definition of
"unorganized workers" of The
Unorganised Workers Act and
hence entitled for statutory
welfare benefits. "The failure of
the State to register them as
"unorganized workers" or to
provide them social security
under the existing law is a vio-
lation of their rights under
Article 21 of the Constitution
namely: theright to work, the
right to livelihood; right to
decent and fair conditions of
work.
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Established to protect the
endangered flagship species

Musk Deer and its habitat,
the picturesque  Askot Wildlife
Sanctuary in Uttarakhand’s
Pithoragarh has been finally
declared as an Eco-Sensitive
Zone (ESZ). However, as per
the gazette notification issued
by the Union Environment
Ministry on December 3, the
Sanctuary area has been
reduced—a stretch of 146
square kilometers along which
over 111 villages are located has
been kept out of the ESZ ambit
with an aim to make the flag-
ship species habitat safe from
human interferences.

As a result, the sanctuary
area is now limited from orig-
inal area 599.93 square kilo-
meters to only 454.65 square
km giving a comparatively lit-
tle area for the fauna to move
around.

Known as ‘Green Paradise
on the Earth’, the Sanctuary
which is situated some 54 km
north of Pithoragarh in
Kumaon region was estab-
lished in 1986 primarily for
preserving the musk deer and
other rare Himalayan species
and their natural habitats. But
because of the presence of the
villages, it had been witnessing

increased human encroach-
ment as well as human animal
conflicts.

“Due to 111 villages in the
region, biotic interference and
unnatural activities possibilities
of man-wildlife conflict had
been rampant. Hence, the noti-
fication will help control exces-
sive grazing, lopping, fire inci-
dence, unscientific exploita-
tion of land, mining and other
activities associated with devel-
opment in the Askot Wildlife
Sanctuary,” said an official from
the Ministry.

It is necessary to conserve
and protect the area, the extent
and boundaries of Askot
Wildlife Sanctuary declared as
ESZ from ecological, environ-
mental and biodiversity point
of view and to prohibit indus-
tries or class of industries and
their operations and processes
in the region,” he added.

In the sanctuary there are
2600 plants, 250 birds and 37
mammal species like snow
leopard, Himalayan black bear,
Himalayan tahr, blue sheep,
serow besides musk deer.
Among the fauna are species
like loong, monal, kalij pheas-
ant and cheer pheasant.

The sanctuary also has rare
varieties of 2,600 Himalayan
herbs and 250 varieties of birds
and 37 varieties of reptiles. 
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The Rajya Sabha on Monday approved a Bill
that seeks to bring clarity on the age of retired

judges to determine when they will get enhanced
pension. 

The Bill was passed post lunch session how-
ever the morning session continued to be dis-
rupted with Opposition pressing for their
demands of revoke of suspension of their 12 mem-
bers colleagues who are on a dharna protest in
front of the Gandhi statue in the Parliament
presmises since day one of the beginning of the
winter session.

Referring to the suspension of 12 Opposition
party MPs, Leader of the Opposition Mallikarjun
Kharge said the government was "adamant" and
forcing it to disrupt the House proceedings.
Kharge also announced that they will walk out
from the House

Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu tried to bring
order in the House, but Opposition members kept
raising their point. Naidu then adjourned the pro-
ceedings till 12 noon and then again till 2 pm amid
unrelenting opposition protests over the issue of
suspension MPs.

Later in the day the upper house approved the
High Court and Supreme Court Judges (Salaries
and Conditions of Service) Amendment Bill, 2021
that was passed in Lok Sabha on December 8.

Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairman Harivansh,
who was on the chair, called for a debate on the
bill. However, Leader of Opposition (LoP)
Mallikarjun Kharge urged him to take a decision
on 12 suspended Opposition members first. He
was supported by some other Opposition mem-
bers, including the DMKs Tiruchi Siva.

However, Singh said the chairman of the
House has already requested all political parties
to amicably solve the issue and called Amee Yajnik
of the Congress to initiate the debate on the bill.

The bill seeks to bring an explanatory clari-
fication about the age of eligibility for enhanced
pension for retired judges.

Replying on the bill, Union Minister for Law
and Justice Kiren Rijiju assured the House that
there is no politics and everyone stands togeth-
er when it comes to ensuring justice.

"There should be no gap between the com-
mon man and the justice system. I am thankful
to all of you for supporting the bill without bring-
ing any politics into it," he said.
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The Supreme Court on
Monday refused to enter-

tain a plea from the BJP seek-
ing a direction to the West
Bengal Government, state elec-
tion panel and other func-
tionaries to prepare a compre-
hensive action plan and deploy
sufficient central police forces
to ensure free and fair munic-
ipal polls in Kolkata. The apex
court asked the petitioner to
approach High Court first. 

A bench comprising jus-
tices L Nagesara Rao and B R
Gavai asked the state BJP to
withdraw the plea and move
the Calcutta High Court with
its grievances and relief that
more central forces be deployed
for smooth and fair conducted
of the civic polls in the state
capital on December 19.

Following notification of the
civic polls and the BJP finalis-
ing its list of candidates for it,
the party's nominees have been
threatened and pressured,
senior advocate Maninder
Singh, who is appearing for the
West Bengal BJP, said. He also
said that though complaints
have been lodged, no FIR has
been registered, so far, by the
state police.       

"Why 32 (under Article 32
of the Constitution, a petition
is filed directly in the Supreme
Court),” the bench asked,
adding that a petition should
have been filed in the high
court, which is more aware
about the security and other
local aspects.....The problem is
if we start taking this on 32,
there would be no end", the
bench said, leading to with-
drawal of the plea by the West

Bengal BJP to move the high
court. The apex court, on
December 7, had agreed to
hear the BJP's plea seeking a
direction to the West Bengal
Government and others to pre-
pare a comprehensive action
plan and deploy suffi-
cient central police
forces to ensure free
and fair municipal
polls in Kolkata. 

The top court
on November 25 had
directed the Union
home ministry to pro-
vide two additional compa-
nies of the Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPF) to secure
polling booths during the
Tripura municipal polls after
opposition TMC and CPI (M)
alleged that their candidates
and supporters were not being
allowed to cast their votes.
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The Omicron coronavirus
variant— which has spread

from two countries to more
than 60 countries in nearly
three weeks—poses a "very
high" global risk, with some
evidence that it evades vaccine
protection but clinical data on
its severity remain limited, the
World Health Organization
(WHO) has said.

Considerable uncertainties
surround Omicron, first detect-
ed last month in South Africa
and Hong Kong, whose muta-
tions may lead to higher trans-
missibility and more cases of
COVID-19 disease, the WHO
said in a technical brief issued
on Sunday.

"The overall risk related to
the new variant of concern
Omicron remains very high for
a number of reasons," it said,
reiterating its first assessment
of November 29.

"And second, preliminary

evidence suggests potential
humoral immune escape
against infection and high
transmission rates, which could
lead to further surges with
severe consequences," the
WHO said, referring to the
virus' potential ability to evade
immunity provided by anti-
bodies. The WHO cited some
preliminary evidence that the
number of people getting rein-
fected with the virus has

increased in South Africa.
While preliminary find-

ings from South Africa suggest
that Omicron may be less
severe than the Delta variant -
currently dominant worldwide
- and all cases reported in the
Europe region have been mild
or asymptomatic, it remains
unclear to what extent
Omicron may be inherently
less virulent, it said.

"More data are needed to

understand the severity pro-
file," it said. "Even if the sever-
ity is potentially lower than for
the Delta variant, it is expect-
ed that hospitalisations will
increase as a result of increas-
ing transmission. More hospi-
talizations can put a burden on
health systems and lead to
more deaths."

The WHO cited prelimi-
nary evidence that the number
of people getting reinfected
with the virus has increased in
South Africa.

In India, Kerala, Andhra
Pradesh and Chandigarh
reported their first Omicron
case on Sunday, while
Maharashtra and Karnataka
each recorded one more case of
the Covid-19 variant, taking
the total tally in the country to
38. With this, Omicron has
been detected in Maharashtra
(18), Rajasthan (9), Karnataka
(3), Karnataka (3), Kerala (1)
and Andhra Pradesh (1) and
Union Territories of Delhi (2)
and Chandigarh (1).
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has pro-

visionally attached immovable
and movable assets consisting
of land and balances in bank
accounts worth �8.14 crore
belonging to former legislator-
cum-mafia Atiq Ahmad and
his wife under the provisions of
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act in a money
laundering case.

The ED had initiated
money laundering investiga-
tion on the basis of several FIRs
filed at various police stations
under the Sections of Indian
Penal Code (IPC) against
Ahmad and others for the
criminal offences related to
murder, extortion, cheating,
forgery, land grabbing and
other such crimes, the ED said
in a statement.

“The PMLA probe
revealed that Ahmad, through
the criminal activities, earned
dirty money in cash and
deposited it in his and his rel-
atives’ bank accounts. It has
also been noticed by ED that
funds are being credited in
their accounts from various
firms and companies being
run by his aides,” it said.

It has further been revealed
during investigation that these
funds have been also utilized
for acquisition of land proper-
ty in the name of his wife at the
consideration price far below

the government value.
The ED has gathered data

related to the companies run by
Ahmad’s aides, from the
Ministry of Corporate Affairs
(MCA), Income Tax (IT)
Department and other agen-
cies.

Statements of accused per-
sons are being recorded and
inquiry is being conducted to
ascertain the source of funds
invested in these companies.
Money trail of proceeds of
crime is also being established,
it said.

In the present provisional
attachment, land property sit-
uated at Arazi No. 386 and 387,
Mauza-Katka, Paragana-Jhunsi,
Tehsil-Phulpur, Allahabad in
the name of Shaista Parveen,
wife of Ahmad has been
attached.

This property was acquired
by Ahmad for a consideration
of just � 4.5 crore, which is far
below the government value of
�6.86 crore.

In addition to this, the ED
has also attached a bank
account balance of Rs 1.28
crore lying in 10 bank accounts
of Ahmad and one bank
account of his wife Shaista
Parveen.

This is the first attach-
ment by ED in this case.
Further investigation is under
progress and more assets of
Atiq Ahmad and his aides are
likely to be attached in due
course, it added.  

New Delhi: Trinamool Congress Rajya
Sabha MP Mausam Noor on Monday
moved a privilege motion in the Rajya
Sabha against former Chief Justice of
India and Member of Parliament
Justice Ranjan Gogoi over remarks per-
taining to his attendance in the
Parliament during an TV interview.

At least 10 other Parliamentarians,
from different parties, are expected to
move similar motions, according to
The Indian Express.The motion says
the statements constitute a breach and
undermine the dignity of the House.

During an interview to NDTV,
aired on December 9, Gogoi was
asked about his attendance in
Parliament. The former CJI had cited
Covid curbs and discomfort with the
lack of social distancing and seating
arrangements, adding: “I go to the RS
when I feel like, when I think there are
matters of importance on which I
should speak. I am a nominated mem-
ber, not governed by any party whip.”

Asked about him joining the Rajya
Sabha just four months after retiring
as CJI, Gogoi said: “What is this

magic about RS? I would have been
better off in terms of pay, emoluments
if I had been a chairman of a tribunal.”

Gogoi, during his stint as the
Chief Justice of India, brought the cur-
tains down on the politically sensitive
Ayodhya land dispute. In his autobi-
ography ‘Justice for the Judge’, the Rajya
Sabha MP has writtten about what he
did after delivering the unanimous ver-
dict.

“After the judgment, the Secretary-
General organised a photo session in
the judges’ gallery outside Court No 1,
below the Ashoka Chakra. In the
evening, I took the judges for dinner
to the Taj Mansingh Hotel. We ate
Chinese food and shared a bottle of
wine, the best available there. I picked
the tab, being the eldest,” he writes.

Agency
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Highlighting the role of the
armed forces in indepen-

dent India and march towards
self-reliance in defence pro-
duction, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Monday vir-
tually inaugurated several icon-
ic events to celebrate “Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav”.

The events are part of the
Defence Ministry’s week-long
programme starting Monday to
celebrate ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ commemorating 75
years of Independence.

In his address, Rajnath

also paid rich tributes to Chief
of Defence Staff(CDS) General
Bipin Rawat and other Armed
Forces personnel, who lost
their lives in a helicopter crash
in Tamil Nadu on December
eight.

“General Rawat still had a
lot to do. Modernisation of our
Armed Forces and complete
self-reliance in the defence
sector were subjects close to his
heart. Now, it is our responsi-
bility to work tirelessly to
achieve the objective even
sooner,” he added.

Rajnath was of the view
that while India attained free-

dom in the fields such as agri-
culture, education and health
post-Independence, not much
attention was paid towards the
defence sector.

He said, before the
Government came to power in
2014, the defence sector lagged
behind due to lack of invest-
ment, innovation and research
and development. This led to
dependency on imports to
meet the defence requirements
of the country and affected the
strategic autonomy, he added.

The minister pointed out
that the present government
understood the importance of

self-reliance in defence and
has been making constant
efforts to achieve
‘Aatmanirbharta’ in the sector.

Rajnath appreciated the
fact that the private sector has
contributed to about 90 per
cent of country’s defence
exports. He exuded confidence
this active and continued part-
nership between the govern-
ment and the private sector will
help to soon achieve ‘Make in
India, Make for the World’ as
envisioned by Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi.

He hoped that the week-
long events will generate aware-

ness among people about the
progress made in the defence
sector, instill national spirit
and further strengthen their
trust in the country’s defence
preparedness.

Defence Secretary Ajay
Kumar said, the week-long
events will make people aware
of the achievements, resolve
and vision of DDP. He reiter-
ated the resolve to continue to
move forward without any
comprise to achieve
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’.

As a run up to the
DefExpo-2022 and with an
aim to reach out to a larger

audience in India and abroad,
a Virtual Exhibition named
‘Path to Pride’ was launched to
showcase the journey of 75
years for ‘Aatmanirbhar’
defence manufacturing
through 75 stories of growth
and evolution across the
domains of land, naval, air, mis-
sile and electronic systems.

This virtual interactive
platform offers a repository of
India’s defence capabilities,
indigenisation efforts, future
readiness and policy reforms,
augmenting India’s emergence
as the global defence manu-
facturing hub.
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Around 40 per cent com-
mercial pilot licenses

issued by Indian aviation reg-
ulator DGCA were to cadets
trained in foreign fly-
ing schools. Union
Minister of State for
Civil Aviation VK
Singh on Monday, in
a written reply, said
the Centre has taken
certain steps to
achieve increasing the
number of Indian-
trained pilots.

The Minister said the
Airports Authority of India

(AAI) had on September 25 last
year come up with a liberalised
flying training organisations
(FTO) policy wherein the con-
cept of airport royalty -- rev-
enue share payment by FTOs to

AAI -- has been abol-
ished and land
rentals have been sig-
nificantly ratio-
nalised.

He said the AAI
issued award letters
on May 31 and
October 29 for nine
FTOs to be estab-

lished at five airports in
Belagavi (Karnataka), Jalgaon
(Maharashtra), Kalaburagi

(Karnataka), Khajuraho
(Madhya Pradesh) and Lilabari
(Assam). Soft launch of two
FTOs at Kalabuargi was done
on August 15 under the liber-
alised policy, Singh said.

"India's largest flying acad-
emy -- Indira Gandhi Rashtriya
Udan Akademi (IGRUA) at
Amethi (Uttar Pradesh) -- has
been permitted to carry out
pilot training in Gondia
(Maharashtra) and Kalaburagi
(Karnataka) to enhance its fly-
ing hours and aircraft utilisa-
tion, which get severely affect-
ed during winter months due
to visibility issues," the minis-
ter said. 
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Jaipur: In a marathon surgery
lasting nearly four hours, a
team of doctors at a hospital
here removed a tumour weigh-
ing about 16.8 kg from a 55-
year-old woman, doctors said
on Monday.

The patient, a resident of
Jhunjhunu district, was suffer-
ing from ovarian tumour for
the last three years, they said. 

The tumour gradually
kept growing and started affect-
ing daily life, eventually forcing
the woman to visit the hospi-
tal five months ago, Dr
Prashant Sharma, Oncologist at
Bhagwan Mahaveer Cancer
Hospital, said. 

He said the tumour mea-
suring 23 cm was surgically
removed from woman's stom-
ach in a four-hour-long
surgery. PTI
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Congress leader in Lok
Sabha Adhir Chowdhury

on Monday called Mamata
Banerjee a “supari agent” of
Narendra Modi who had been
fixed by the BJP to destabilize
the UPA and weaken the
Congress to prolong the life of
the Hindutva brigade.

Chowdhury’s comments
came soon after the Bengal
Chief Minister blew the election
bugle in Goa offering the Khela
Shuru slogan at a publicmeet-
ing in the tiny coastal state.

“As Mamata Banerjee
attacks us and plays her games
to weaken the Congress Party
the BJP smiles behind the
screens … This is because she
is acting as BJP’s dalal (agent)
… she has taken supari from
NarendraModi to destabilize
the UPA and finish the
Congress so that the rightwing
communal politics gets a pro-
longed lease of life,”

Chowdhurysaid.
Banerjee and her

Trinamool Congress had been
demanding the centre stage in
national scene on alleged
grounds that the Congress had
gone sluggish in matters of
launching forceful movements
and it had lostits place and
potency as a party that can gal-
vanise the oppositionagainst
the BJP.

“To offer an apology for
engineering defections in the
Congress Mamata Banerjee
has been accusing us of inac-
tion … she has been telling that
the Congress is not organizing
forceful movements against
the BJP …

But the large rally that was
organised by the Congress in
Jaipur on Sunday is a proof of
its capability and genuine will
to throw out the BJP,”
Chowdhury said.

“The TMC and its leader-
ship is out to weaken the
Congress and break the oppo-
sition unity nationally because
they want to help the BJP...
Mamata Banerjee enjoys a long
friendship with Modi and his
party,” Chowdhury the
Behrampore MP and Pradesh
Congress president said.

Earlier the TMC chief in a
rally in Goa told that she had

come to the beach state not to
divide but to unite the opposi-
tion parties.

“I have come to Goa not to
share the votes, but to unite the
votes. The only alternative
force for the BJP may be the
Trinamool Congress and the
Trinamool alliance," she said
even as former Goa Chief
Minister and NCP leader
Alamao Churchill joined her
party making him the second
big leader after Luizinho
Faleiro another ex-Chief
Minister and former Congress
leader who joined the TMC a
couple of months ago.

Banerjee told the people of
Goa that she had not gone to
that State to become the Chief
Minister but to provide better
services to them and relieve
them from the oppressive rule
of the BJP. Incidentally the
TMC had earlier promised
Griha Laxmi scheme entailing
Rs 5,000 to every unemployed
woman of that State --- a la
Laxmir Bhandar scheme in
Bengal. The scheme had how-
ever attracted massive criticism
from other political parties.

The Bengal Chief Minister
also launched the Khela slogan
--- in Goa--- that had earned
her a massive success in Bengal
Assembly elections this year.
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The Prakash Ambedkar-led
Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi

(VBA) said here on Monday
that it is in an alliance with the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
and Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML) for the crucial
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) elections
scheduled for February 2022.

Talking to media persons
here, VBA’s founder president
and late B R Ambedkar’s
grandson Prakash Ambedkar
said: “We have decided to have
an electoral tie-up with the RJD
and ICML for the BMC polls.   

“We have decided to
forge an alliance with the RJD
and IUML. We are expecting
some more parties to join us.

It’s after that will we announce
the seat-sharing pact among its
alliance partners for the BMC
polls,” Prakash said.

Prakash said that he
expected that more political
parties would join the VBA-led
front by January 15.

The NB-led front will
contest an unspecified nuber of
seats in the Sion, Kurla,
Dharavi, Chembur, Govandi,
Borivali, Kandivali, Dadar,
Jogeshwari and Matunga.

Being seen as a third
front to take on the ruling
Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
adn Opposition BJP in the
BMC elections, the VBA-led
front expects to firm up its
alliances with other parties in
March this year.

Currently, there are two

major political fronts - the rul-
ing Maha Vikas Aghadi com-
prising Shiv Sena, NCP and the
Congress. The Opposition BJP
may tie-up with the likelihood
of Raj Thackeray’s NCP for the
BMC polls.

The new allies – RJD led
by former union minister Lalu
Prasad Yadav and IUML led by
K. M. K. Mohideen – are major
regional political players with
a token national presence.

The IUML, a force in
Kerala and Tamil Nadu had 4
MPs, while the RJD has no
opposition party in the coun-
try. Incidentally, the VBA had
forged an alliance with the All
India Majlis-E-Ittehadul
Muslimeen, led by Asasuddin
Owaisi during the April-May,
2019 Lok Sabha elections.
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Bangladesh human traffick-
ing kingpin Mufizur

Rehman and 16 others who
were on Sunday arrested from
the Gulshan colony locality of
Kolkata by a team of Uttar
Pradesh STF and Kolkata
Police were on Sunday remand-
ed to police custody.

The police after conducting
a raid in their hideout had
seized fake documents includ-
ing passports, adhaar cards.

The human traffickers used
to smuggle out men from India
and Bangladesh to countries
like Netherlands and other
European nations,sources said.
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Right to Information (RTI)
activist Pravin Wategaonkar

on Monday moved the Bombay
High court  seeking quashing of
"false evidence" produced by the
officers of the Maharashtra
State Road Development
Corporation (MSRDC) offi-
cers that they were yet to recov-
er  a cost �22,370 crore towards
the Mumbai-Pune Expressway
project.

In a civil application filed
before a HC bench of Chief
Justice Dipankar Datta and
Justice M.S.Karnik,
Wategaonkar urged the high
court to quash of the MSRDC’s
document claiming outstanding
cost of about Rs. 22370 crore,
registration of case against
MSRDC Officers for fabricating
false evidence and quashing of
the toll notification.

In his other prayer, the
petitioner urged the high court
that pending final disposal of

the application, the respondent
contractor who is an agent of
the state, to deposit toll revenue
in the Court forthwith, to be
retained in an escrow account.

Wategaonkar has filed the
application as part of a Public
Interest Litigation (PIL) filed by
himself and three other peti-
tioners -- Sanjay Shirodkar,
Vivek Velankar & Shrinivas
Ghanekar, which challenges
toll collection on Mumbai-
Pune Expressway.

Wategonkar’s application
will come up for hearing before
the Chief Justice-headed bench
on December 20.   

Among others, the peti-
tioners in the original PIL have
urged the court to declare the
levy of toll on Mumbai-Pune
Expressway since about August
10, 2019, which is ultra vires of
the Motor Vehicle tax Act,
1958 and Art. 265 of the
Constitution, illegal, pending
final hearing of the petition,
grants exemption from pay-

ment of toll to LMVs (cars, Jeep
etc), a policy implemented in
65 other projects.

The petitioners stated that
the cost of the Mumbai-Pune
Expressway project cost had
been recovered and continued
levy of toll was illegal. MSRDC
filed a reply affidavit claiming
entitlement of Internal Rate of
Return (IRR) of 16 per cent on
its investments and that they
are yet to recover project cost
of Rs.22370.22 crore. 

Later, the high court direct-
ed Comptroller and Auditor
General of India to file a com-
prehensive reply affidavit after
inquiring into accounts of
MSRDCThe petitioners alleged
that the MSRDC had fabricat-
ed false evidence to claim out-
standing project cost of about
Rs.22,370.22 crore and IRR of
16 per cent.

According to Wategaiokar,
the MSRDC had in a agree-
ment executed with Union of
India had assigned Rs.704.55

crore common portion cost of
Mumbai-Pune section of
National Highway-4(NH4)
and the  Mumbai-Pune
Expressway, out of the total
project cost of Rs. 2150 crore,
to the said agreement.
“MSRDC has suppressed this
assignment of Rs. 704.55 crore
and taken into account the
entire cost again to claim out-
standing cost of about Rs.
22370.22 crore,” Wategaonkar
said in his application.

The petitioners said that in
2004 MSRDC had submitted
proposal to Cabinet
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e
Committee(CIC) seeking per-
mission to levy toll on both NH
4 and Expressway and stated
therein that this would enable
it to recover the project cost in
22 years, based on its own
assessment as well as on the
basis of study by Ernst &
Young(E&Y). E & Y assessed
capital cost recovery in 22
years with IRR of 9%.
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Maharashtra recorded two
more Omicron cases on

Monday, taking the total num-
ber of the new Covid-19 vari-
ant cases to 20.

A report released by the
Pune-based National Institute
of Virology (NIV) said that one
person each from Latur and
Pune tested positive for
Omicron. While the newly
infected person is a 33-year-old
man from Latur, a 33-year-old
woman has tested positive in
Pune.

The NIV report said that
both the cases reported on
Monday were asymptomatic.
“Both are currently in isolation.
Both have travel history to
Dubai. Three close contacts of
both these patients have been
traced. All are found negative,”

a state public department offi-
cial said.

Of the total 20 Omicron
cases reported till Monday
evening, Pimpri-Chinchwad
accounts for a maximum of 10,
while there are five cases in
Mumbai. There are two cases
from Pune, while the cities of
Kalyan-Dombivali, Nagpur and
Latur have recorded one case
each.

Meanwhile, the authori-
ties said the total number of

passengers who arrived at
Mumbai, Pune and Nagpur
airports since December 1 was
85,078 (12,996 from At-risk
countries and rest 72,0882
from other countries), while
passengers whose RT-PC tests
have been done are 14,777
(12,996 from high-risk coun-
tries and 1781 were other coun-
tries). Similarly, RT-PCR pos-
itive and samples sent for
genomic sequencing was 32 (24
at-risk countries and eight
from other countries).     

Additionally, field surveil-
lance of all international pas-
sengers who have arrived since
1st November is underway.

“Through airport and field
surveillance, 107 samples have
been sent for genomic sequenc-
ing. The results of 20 are await-
ed so far,” the daily health bul-
letin said.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath expressed his

gratitude to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for once again
re-establishing the richness of
Sanatan traditions on the glob-
al platform with the inaugura-
tion of rejuvenated Kashi
Vishwanath Dham and termed
the feat as a moment of pride
for all nation lovers.

“With this inauguration,
Ma Ganga (river), believed to
be entangled in Mahadev’s hair
and in Kashi, gets released to
reunite with Baba Vishwanath
and a long wait spanning hun-
dreds of years is over. 

It’s a moment of delight for
everyone from Ma Ganga to
Baba Bhairavnath and to the
people of Kashi and all Indians
residing in any corner of the
world,” he said.  

Yogi further said, “With
this project, the prime minis-
ter has gifted a clean and green
Kashi to the people, which
was also a dream of Mahatma
Gandhi. 

Others used Mahatma
Gandhi’s name for political
mileage while Narendra Modi
truly followed his ideals and
worked towards realising his
dream. 

Kolkata: Kajari Banerjee, the sis-
ter-in-law of West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee and
a Trinamool Congress candidate
in the Kolkata Municipal
Corporation (KMC) election,
doesn't consider herself a polit-

ical greenhorn though she has
entered the electoral fray for the
first time. The wife of the Chief
Minister's brother Kartik, Kajari
is contesting from ward number
73 of the KMC. Kajari, who had
been a prominent face on the

side of Mamata Banerjee for
years, said, "I have been associ-
ated with the party since 1993,
for 28 years, and a resident of the
Kalighat locality. I am not a polit-
ical greenhorn. I had been on the
side of the people for 365 days a

year."Kajari said she has been get-
ting 100 per cent support from
everyone in the party, including
former councillor of the ward,
Ratan Malakar, who had initial-
ly filed nomination paper as an
independent candidate. PTI



the sands of time. When dis-
tinguished historian Sir
Arnold Toynbee visited India
to deliver the Maulana Azad
Memorial Lecture in 1961, he
had some wisdom to share
with his Indian audience.

Sir Arnold said: “In the
course of the first occupation
of Warsaw, the Russians had
built an Eastern Cathedral in
the city that had been the cap-
ital of the once independent
Roman Catholic country,
Poland. The Russians had
done this to give the Poles a
continuous ocular demon-
stration that the Russians
were now the masters. After
the re-establishment of
Poland’s independence in
1918, the Poles pulled this
cathedral down. I do not
blame the Polish Government
for having pulled down the
Russian church. The purpose
for which the Russians had
built it was political and pos-
itively offensive.”

There are several points to
be noted in what Sir Arnold
stated. One, that Warsaw was
the capital of Poland and a
prestigious city. The Russians
had converted a historic
church to an Orthodox
Christian place of worship.
Three, in all the Abrahamic
faiths, a place of worship is

merely a prayer hall and not
a residence of God.

In reverse, the people of
Ajmer could argue that they
had not destroyed any masjid,
nor was the triplex of temples
situated in a prominent place
in the city. Ajmer was also not
the capital city of India.
Incidentally, the Abrahamic
faiths — Judaism, Christianity
or Islam — do not believe in
idol worship. To that extent,
the Polish people were justi-
fied. Several churches in
England have been sold by
the local parishes and rebuilt
as Jain temples or secular
institutions. I can immediate-
ly think of a church in
Leicester.

The USSR converted
many churches and mosques
into departmental stores or
municipal offices. I have 
visited three of them during
a visit to Moscow in 1973. No
one objected and it hap-
pened as though in the
course of business. For such
a thing to happen to a Hindu
temple is like crushing the
heart of the devout.

Times have changed in
several ways. Firstly, the
‘Adhai din ka Jhopra’ was a
temple that was desecrated on
the morrow of a Hindu
defeat. Two, the sense of

magnanimity, which is the
hallmark of true royal blood,
was not a virtue of Ghori. He
was a lowly person who had
been pardoned the previous
year after his defeat at
Chauhan’s hands, but showed
no conscience in murdering
him. Three, this happened a
millennium ago.

I appeal to my country-
men to be a little more mag-
nanimous than Ghori, as well
as be realistic about human
values today. Islamic rule was
formally over in 1858 when
the Sepoy Mutiny was
crushed by the British, whose
own rule ended in 1947. In
short, Abrahamic rule has
long flown away from the
banks of the Jamuna to
beyond the Thames. In any
conflict within India which
may take place, it would be
for the Indians to settle. The
Islamic flag, which had flour-
ished for centuries, was trans-
ferred by Qaid-e-Azam
Jinnah to the banks of the
Indus. It, therefore, makes
sense for the citizens to wash
their past sins with the waters
of magnanimity.

(The writer is a well-
known columnist, an author
and a former member of the
Rajya Sabha. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — In a quantum leap, incumbent
Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett is
going to mark his maiden, official visit
to the Middle East nation, the UAE. Since
there have been no diplomatic ties
between Israel and UAE before, it will be
a major change in how the Middle East
perceives Israel, a foe-turning-friend.
What brings both erstwhile hostile
nations closer is not only the cooperation
in areas of defense, anti-terrorism and
agriculture but, significantly, the shared
hatred towards Iran. 

Major Arab nations and Israel find
themselves on the same page as far as Iran
is concerned. After Trump's ousting as US
President, Israel found itself in a quag-
mire as the US resumed talks with Iran
to remove sanctions in exchange of
agreeing to not develop nuclear weapons
and using uranium only for its energy
demand, a quid pro quo situation. Israel
is panic-stricken of seeing Iran growing
and developing nuclear bombs on the
pretext of nuclear energy. What happens
with Iran will be seen in the future but
Bennett's visit is likely to change a lot for
the whole world. 

Rahul Chouhan | Ujjain 
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Sir — It is a matter of great concern that
the new COVID-19 variant Omicron has
made its presence in India in a matter of
just a few days. Having seen COVID-19
spread like a wildfire in 2020 and then
in 2021, we have seen light at the end of
the tunnel. But the new variant is anoth-
er such virus that spreads from foreign
visitors to our country. With internation-
al air travel being opened after what
seemed a respite from the contagion, we
find the spread of Omicron gaining pace
in recent times. Apart from Mumbai and
Bengaluru, we find that cases have been
cropped up in Chandigarh, Andhra,
Kerala and some neighboring States. 

Experts had predicted that the third
wave could be avoided with vaccination
and adherence to COVID protocol;
however, things seem to be going down-
hill for now. The UK on Monday report-

ed its first death due to Omicron and with
that it’s proven that it’s not to be taken
lightly. The number of cases are increas-
ing and making people vulnerable and
the scare continues forever. If the trend
continues in the same vein, we may not
be in a position to celebrate the upcom-
ing festivities. 

Akhila Gopalan | Chembur
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Sir — Aquifers can be a useful and per-
manent solution to tackle flooding of rain
waters in Chennai during the Northeast
monsoon season. The city borewells sank
several feet deep and have greatly affect-
ed the ground water resource. Hence, the
open wells, which tap the top shallow
aquifer, can help preserve rain waters. This
is a traditional method followed immedi-

ately after the rains during winter. 
The groundwater source is in two

discontinuous layers — one, the top or
shallow aquifer comprising water-bear-
ing rocks like sandstone, and two, sand
and gravel and the deeper aquifer.
These two are separated by hard rocks.
The top aquifer is fed with water from
the rain that percolates. Based on the
geology of the area, some of these
aquifers could, in fact, have more water
than those below, experts say. But how
big are the aquifers beneath us, and what
is their storage capacity? Well, it is for
the water board to find answers to these
complex questions.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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It was at the Coonoor Club
years ago that I came across
Salman Sait. In the course
of the evening, speaking

chaste Gujarati, he much appre-
ciated the cufflinks I was wear-
ing. My instinctive reaction was
to take them off and hand them
over to Sait with my best wish-
es. When he hesitated and
declined to take them, I told him
that I had merely worn the cuf-
flinks, while he had really appre-
ciated them and, therefore,
“these rightfully belong to you”.
He accepted with a couple of
tears in his eyes, saying how
thankful he was.

To climb from the ridiculous
to the sublime, while hiding in
a pond after his rout in the
Mahabharata war, Duryodhana
offered Yudhishthira the empire
of Hastinapura. The latter’s reply
was: “Dear brother, isn’t it too
late now?”

Sentiments of a similar
kind crossed my mind on the
terrace of Sita ki Rasoi in
Ayodhya on December 6, 1992,
where stood the Babri edifice
when the kar sewa was on in
full swing. Poet Mohammad
Iqbal decades earlier had called
Rama “Imam-e-Hind”. That
alone should have been suffi-
cient for his community to gift
the edifice to the Hindus.

Today, my mind has flown
back to 1192 AD, when
Prithiviraj Chauhan lost his
final battle to Mohammad
Ghori. The latter, in the compa-
ny of Qutubuddin Aibak, was
passing through Ajmer when
they came across a triplex of
temples. Ghori was taken up by
the height and breadth of the
complex and asked Aibak to
have the triplex converted into
a masjid soonest. On my way
back, I would like to pray at this
new masjid, he said. The obedi-
ent slave that he was of Ghori,
Aibak got down to the job
immediately and finished it in
two-and-a-half days. Since then,
the converted masjid has been
known as ‘Adhai din ka jhopda’.
Conqueror Ghori was satisfied
that he had humiliated
Prithiviraj adequately.

Since those barbaric times,
we have passed more than a mil-
lennium. Only idiots remain
stuck and do not change with
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Inaugurating the revival project —
annual production capacity of 1.27-
million-ton(MT) neem coated urea
— of the Hindustan Urvarakand

Rasayan, a public sector joint venture of
Coal India Limited, NTPC, Indian Oil
Corporation and FCIL — at Gorakhpur
on December 7, Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi made the following four observa-
tions: Despite steep increase in interna-
tional price of fertilizers during the cur-
rent year, the Government has ensured
that the farmers don’t have to pay more;
100 percent neem coating has helped in
reining in diversion of urea to non-agri-
cultural/industrial uses; Gorakhpur a
long with four other revival projects cur-
rently under implementation will add six
million tons to existing annual urea pro-
duction capacity of 25 MT thereby reduc-
ing dependence on its import; and, soil
health cards have helped farmers use fer-
tilizers as per soil requirement thereby
help reducing imbalance in use.

The above observations may seem to
indicate that all is well with the fertiliz-
er sector in India. However, we need a
reality check to ascertain where exactly
we stand.

The Union Government controls the
maximum retail price of urea at a low
level, unrelated to the cost of production
and distribution, which is much higher.
The manufacturers get reimbursement for
the shortfall in realization from sale as
subsidy on a ‘unit-specific’ basis under the
new pricing scheme. Further, they get
reimbursement for cost of movement
from the factory/port to the retailer
under a uniform freight policy. Invariably,
the MRP is kept unchanged (today’s price
is the same as in 2002) even as all cost
escalations are absorbed by increase in
subsidy.

In case of phosphatic and potassic
(P&K) fertilizers, the government fixes
‘uniform’ subsidy on per nutrient basis for
all manufacturers under Nutrient Based
Scheme. The manufacturers are free to fix
MRP, but are expected to reflect the sub-
sidy in it. They also get reimbursement
for the cost of movement (though only up
to the railhead). In the past, invariably the
government had kept the subsidy
unchanged, even as increase in the cost
led to an ever-increasing MRP. 

The extant systems empower the
Centre to set MRP of both urea and com-
plex P&K fertilizers at the intended
level. While it exercises direct control on
the former as for the latter not under con-
trol, it can achieve the same result by
adjusting the subsidy rate.

During the current year, from
October 1, the price of domestic natural
gas (it supplies nearly two-thirds of urea
industry requirement) has been increased
from $1.79 per million British thermal
units (mBtu) to $2.9 per mBtu and is pro-
jected to rise to $5.93 per mBtu from April
2022 and $7.65 per mBtu from October
2022. The price of imported LNG (it sup-
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plies remaining one third) has
gone up from around $5.5 per
mBtu in April to US$14 per mBtu
and is projected to increase to $20
per mBtu plus from April 2022.

In the non-urea segment, the
increase in price is even higher.
The current price of imported di-
ammonium phosphate (DAP) is
$630 per ton, $300 more than last
year. The price of phosphoric acid
(raw material or RM used in the
making of DAP) is around $1000
per ton, up by $375 while that of
ammonia (another RM for mak-
ing DAP) is $670 per ton, higher
by $470. The price of muriate of
potash at $400 per ton is $170
higher.

Whereas, in case of urea, the
increase in production cost due to
hike in gas price gets ‘automatical-
ly’ absorbed by higher subsidy
ensuring that its MRP remains
unchanged, for P&K fertilizers
also the Modi Government has
hiked the subsidy rate substantial-
ly (on DAP from �10,000 per ton
last year to current �32,760 per
ton) to ensure that its MRP
remains at last years’ �24,000 per
ton.However, this has come at
heavy cost to the exchequer. 

During 2021-22, the Centre
will have to spend around Rs
58,000 crore more (�30,000 crore
on P&K fertilizers and �28,000
crore on urea) on top of budget
allocation �80,000 crore (�21,000
crore on P&K and �59,000 crore
on urea). It is able to absorb such
gargantuan subsidy outgo - a total
of �138,000 crore - due to a very
liberal fiscal deficit target of 6.8 per
cent of GDP (�15,00,000 crore in

absolute terms). This leeway won’t
be available when it returns to fis-
cal tightening.

A 100 percent neem coating,
mandated in 2016, was meant to
eliminate diversion of urea which
at that point of time was estimat-
ed to be around 30 percent.On
total urea sale of 30MT during
2015-16, this worked out to 9 MT.
This implies that urea used by
farmers or actual demand in that
year was only 21 MT. The use of
neem-coated urea also leads to
improvement in its use efficiency.
Assuming 20 percent increase in
efficiency, farmers could manage
with 16.8 MT of urea (21×0.8) to
achieve the same level of crop out-
put. In other words, consumption
could be even lower at 16.8 or
about 17 MT. 

Had things worked as
promised by Modi, even assuming
growth of five percent per annum
consistently, consumption during
2020-21 would have been 22 MT.
But, the actual for the year was
substantially higher at 35 MT.
This means that neither diversion
stopped nor, there was any signif-
icant improvement in efficiency.
Even now, if the promise can be
kept, farmers won’t need more
than 20 MT (35x0.7x0.8). This has
startling implication for supply
management.    

At current production of 25
MT, there will be surplus of 5 MT.
India need not import even a ton
(during 2020-21, it imported 10
MT) which would yield huge sav-
ing in foreign exchange and sub-
sidy payments (�20,000 crore).
There will not be a need for any

fresh capacity addition either; the
country could have managed with-
out the five revival projects
(including Gorakhpur). That
would have yielded additional
subsidy saving of �12,000 crore per
annum.

As for SHC, this could achieve
the desired objective provided the
policy environment is supportive.
However, it is not. Currently, the
price of DAP �24,000 per ton is 4.5
times that of urea �5,360 per ton
whereas for maintaining the
desired balance in NPK use ratio,
the former should not be more
than twice the latter. In this back-
drop, even if the SHC requires the
farmer to use more of DAP and
less urea, he/she will continue to
use more of the latter as it is much
cheaper and less of former as it is
expensive.   

In view of above, it is abun-
dantly clear that all is not well with
the fertilizer sector.

Modi needs to get the policy
right by removing control on urea
and stop giving subsidy through
manufacturers; instead, the gov-
ernment can give it directly to the
farmers. 

This will empower them to use
subsidy primarily for fertilizer
type needed more by the soil
thereby help in reducing imbalance
infertilizer use. By ensuring that no
subsidized fertilizer product is
available in the market, the new
regime will kill the very incentive
to divert. Moreover, by aligning
urea demand to the actual need,
this will reduce pressure to increase
supply. There will also be drastic
cut in subsidy outgo.

(The writer is a policy
analyst. The views

expressed are personal.)

Now that farmers have
packed their tents and
tarpaulins and gone

back home, it Is noteworthy
to take a fresh look at Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
surprise decision of
November 19 to announce
the withdrawal of the three
farm laws which had agitat-
ed the farmers.

By withdrawing the them,
the Prime Minister surprised
the agitating farmers and
stunned opposition parties
which were trying to capital-
ize on the farmers’ distress to
meet their political ends. The
PM not only accepted the
farmers demands but also
apologized to them. It added
to the PM’s stature in the eye
of the common man.

By conceding to the farm-
ers, the PM lived up to the

highest ideals of a vibrant
democracy, where the will of
the people is supreme. Just
like in Ram Rajya, where
Lord Ram shunned Sita when
tongues wagged about her
innocence, PM Modi
dumped the farm law when a
certain section of people
questioned its wisdom and
attached sinister motives
behind it.

Mahatma Gandhi had
also started the “Non-coop-
eration Movement” to free
the country from British rule,
but after the “Chauri-Chaura”
incident, Gandhiji also with-
drew the movement.  In the
same way, PM Modi also
decided to withdraw the agri-
culture law. It is the duty of
the farmers and every citizen
of this country to boycott the
traitors, small gangs, and

protestors who were trying to
fish in troubled waters.

The so-called farmers
insulted the national flag on
the occasion of Republic Day
on January 26, 2021. There
was surely an anti-national
conspiracy in the name of the
farmers’ movement. This is a
reflection of the goodwill of
Modi who constantly tried to

convince the so-called farm-
ers without using any coercive
methods.

In the past, many agita-
tions were suppressed with
force and barbarity. In 1974,
Lok Nayak Jayaprakash
Narayan called for a “Total
revolution” against the cor-
rupt policies of Congress.
When the Congress felt the
heat of the JP movement,
Indira Gandhi declared
Emergency in the country
only to save her government. 

Apart from this, during
Operation “Blue Star”, Indira
Gandhi crossed all limits of
cruelty and gave go-ahead to
carry sacrilege at the holy
shrine of Sikhs in Amritsar. In
1994, India witnessed the
massacre of Sikhs for three
consecutive days. Several
Congress leaders were

involved the killing, but
Indira Gandhi or Congress
never apologized for all this.
On the other hand, Modi
acted with restraint and
patience and adopted the
path of peace and forgiveness.

The steady and deter-
mined personality of Modi
was also seen when the seri-
al bomb blasts during the
Hunkar rally in Patna in
2013. He managed the crowd
by standing on the stage even
in those adverse circum-
stances. In this rally, the peo-
ple of India saw the coura-
geous personality of Modi
and after this very rally, he
emerged as a national hero
like Lok Nayak Jayaprakash
Narayan and was cemented in
the hearts of the people of the
country.

Since taking oath as the

Prime Minister in 2014 and
till now, all the decisions of
Modi have been in the full
interest of the nation. This
shows that there is no differ-
ence between the words and
deeds of Modi. His govern-
ment is living by the vow of
Sabka-Saath, Sabka-Vikas,
Sabka-Vishwas and Sabka-
Prayas.

The USA which once
humiliated Modi by not wel-
coming him on its soil is
today ready to roll out the red
carpet for him. Every head of
the nation is proud to share
the stage with Modi. India has
also done a wonderful job in
tacking the corona crisis and
carried out record vaccina-
tion. The Modi government
will be remembered for
resolving the age-old Ram
Janam Bhoomi dispute and

taming the reign of militan-
cy in Jammu and Kashmir by
repealing Article 270. The law
against triple talaq and
Citizenship Amendment Act
are two other major decisions
of the Modi government,
which will be remembered
for long.’ 

In today’s modern era, if
India is seen leading the
whole world, then it is due to
the tireless effort of Modi. Just
as PM Modi has shown a lib-
eral heart by withdrawing
the three laws, in the same
way the farmer leaders should
show their big heart and
respect the mandate of a
healthy democracy. At the
same time, the opposition
parties and leaders looking
for the political opportunity
in this movement should also
show their maturity.
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(The writer is the 
Provincial Vice President of
BJP, Bihar, and Member of

the Bihar Legislative
Council. The views

expressed are personal.)
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Atotal of 93,763 patients
had been discharged from

hospitals on the mainland, and
4,636 had died as a result of the
virus, it said in its Monday
report.China has reported a
spike in Covid-19 infections in
Zhejiang Province which reg-
istered 138 locally-transmitted
confirmed cases stated to be
that of new Delta strain “sub-
lineage AY.4”, prompting
authorities to bar millions of
people in the eastern province
from travelling.

This is the first time China
has reported the new strain of
the Delta variant of the coron-
avirus, state-run CGTN-TV
reported.Zhejiang Province has
registered 138 locally-trans-
mitted confirmed Covid cases
and one asymptomatic carrier
between December 5-12, amid
the latest Covid resurgence,
state-run Xinhua news agency
reported on Sunday. The report
from Hangzhou, the provincial
headquarters on Sunday said of
the 138 in Zhejiang 44 cases
were reported in Ningbo, 77
cases in Shaoxing and 17 cases
were in the provincial capital of
Hangzhou.

The whole-genome
sequencing and analysis found
that the cases in the three
cities were caused by the Delta
strain sub-lineage AY.4, which
is stated to be more transmis-
sible and carries a higher viral
load than the original novel
coronavirus, the report quoted
an official with the Zhejiang
provincial centre for disease
control and prevention as say-
ing. Local authorities have
imposed restrictions on public
gatherings and travelling out of

the province to prevent the
virus from spreading further, it
said. The province has a 64.6
million population.

The Chinese mainland
recorded 101 confirmed
Covid-19 cases on Sunday,
with 80 linked to local trans-
missions and 21 from overseas,
data from the National Health
Commission showed on
Monday, CGTN-TV reported.

A total of 17 new asymp-
tomatic cases were also record-
ed, and 444 asymptomatic
patients remain under medical
observation. The Commission
on Monday reported 80 cases
in the country including 74 in
Zhejiang, five in Inner
Mongolia, and one in Shaanxi

provinces.The spurt of coron-
avirus cases came ahead of the
February 2022 Beijing Winter
Olympics causing anxiety
among the officials here. China
which has effectively curbed
international travel has been
reporting sporadic spurt of
cases raising questions of its
zero-case policy of coronavirus.
The total number of confirmed
Covid cases on the mainland
had reached 99,780 in China
since the virus broke out in
Wuhan in 2019 till Sunday.
This included 1,381 patients
still receiving treatment, of
whom 27 were in severe con-
dition. A total of 93,763
patients had been discharged
from hospitals on the main-
land, it said in its Monday
report.
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Russian authorities on
Monday backed away from

introducing some of the restric-
tions for the unvaccinated that
were announced a month ago
and elicited public outrage all
across the vast country where
vaccine uptake remains low.

The speaker of the State
Duma, Russia’s lower parlia-
ment house, on Monday
announced the withdrawal of a
bill restricting access to domes-
tic and international flights
and trains to those who have
been fully vaccinated, have
recently recovered from
COVID-19 or are medically
exempt from vaccination.  The
bill, along with another out-
lining similar restrictions in
many public places, had been
expected to go through the first
reading on Thursday.
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Johannesburg: South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa has
tested positive for COVID-19
and is receiving treatment for
mild symptoms, according to
his office President Ramaphosa,
69, who is fully vaccinated,
contracted the contagion on a
day country recorded a new
high of 37,875 new infections,
dramatically up from the pre-
vious day's 17,154 new cases ?
The President started feeling
unwell after leaving State
Memorial Service in honour of
former Deputy President FW
de Klerk in Cape Town earlier
today ?The President is in good
spirits but is being monitored
by South African Military
Health Service of South African
National Defence Force,?
Minister in Presidency Mondli
Gungubele said in a statement
on Sunday Gungubele said
President is in self-isolation in
Cape Town and has delegated
all responsibilities to Deputy
President David Mabuza for
nextweekPresident Ramaphosa
and South African delegation
were tested for COVID-19 in all
of four West African countries
that he visited over past week. 

They also tested negative
upon their return to South
Africa on Wednesday
?President Ramaphosa says his
own infection serves as a cau-
tion to all people to be vacci-
nated and remain vigilant
against exposure,? Gungubele
said Prime Minister Narendra
Modi took to Twitter to wish
him a speedy recovery?Wishing
you a speedy recovery my
friend, President
@CyrilRamaphosa,? he said in
a tweet Although all health reg-
ulations pertaining to hand
hygiene. PTI

Singapore: Booster shots of
Covid vaccine will be a key part
of Singapore's strategy to com-
bat impact of Omicron, Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong said
on Monday, exuding confi-
dence that city-state can cope
with new variant of coron-
avirus even though country is
"not yet out of woods" Singapore
reported its first local Omicron
case last Thursday -- a front-line
worker at Changi Airport who
was infected despite already
receiving a booster Covid-19
vaccine shot Singapore is start-
ing to see "encouraging signs" in
its COVID-19 journey. "The
surge in cases over last three
months is subsiding. We have
protected our healthcare system
and kept fatalities low," Lee
said "Now, we are preparing for
impact of Omicron variant. 

Booster shots of vaccine will
be a key part of our strategy," he
said at an event where he
launched a 130-million
Singaporan dollar Community
Development Councils vouch-
er scheme, 

the Channel News Asia
reported A total of 1.3 million
Singaporean households will
each receive 100 Singaporan
dollars in digital vouchers that
can be used at participating
hawkers and heartland shops
Noting that "we are not yet out
of woods", Lee said, "but we are
confident that we can cope
with Omicron, because with
vaccinations and boosters, we
are in a much stronger position
today to deal with COVID-19."
On Friday last, health ministry
announced that vaccination for
kids aged five to 11 years using
pediatric doses of Pfizer-
BioNTech/Comirnaty Covid-
19 vaccine would begin before
end of year It also announced
that from Tuesday. PTI
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Long lines formed Monday at
vaccination centers across

England as people heeded the
government’s call for all adults
to get booster shots to protect
themselves against omicron
variant, as UK recorded its first
death of a patient infected with
omicron. 

In a televised announce-
ment late Sunday, Prime
Minister Boris Johnson said
everyone 18 and up would be
offered a third vaccine dose by
Dec. 31—less than three weeks
away, and a month earlier than
previous target.

Johnson said said boosters
would “reinforce our wall of
vaccine protection” against an
anticipated “tidal wave of omi-
cron.” The British government
raised country’s official coron-
avirus threat level on Sunday,
warning that rapid spread of
omicron “adds additional and
rapidly increasing risk to pub-
lic and health care services.”

UK health authorities say
omicron cases are doubling
every two to three days in
Britain, and it will replace delta
as dominant coronavirus strain
within days. 

But it’s unclear whether
expected wave of infections will
inundate country’s state-fund-
ed health care system. Scientists
in South Africa, where omicron
was first identified, say they see
signs variant may cause less
severe disease than delta but
caution that it’s too soon to be
certain. 

Health authorities around
world are watching Britain
closely to see what an omicron
surge looks like in a country
with an older, more highly
vaccinated population than
South Africa’s.
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Pakistani health authorities
have confirmed detection

of country’s first case of
Omicron variant of the coron-
avirus, a week after the South
Asian country expanded travel
restrictions in an attempt to slow
its spread. The National
Command and Operation
Centre (NCOC) confirmed the
detection of Omicron variant,
which is suspected to have high-
er transmissibility rates than
other variants, in a Twitter post
on Monday.“

The National Institute of
Health, Islamabad has been able
to confirm that a recently sus-
pected sample from Karachi is
indeed the ‘Omicron variant’ of
SARS-CoV2,” said state-
ment.“This is first confirmed
case but continued surveillance
of identified samples is in place
to identify trends.”Last week, the
provincial health minister in
southern Sindh province iden-
tified a suspected case of new
strain in an unvaccinated per-
son.

“The virus also spreads
because people are not vacci-
nated, and this lady, too, was not
vaccinated,” said Dr Azra
Pechucho, the minister, in a
statement last week. “This is why
I would request that you must
get your second dose if you
haven’t [gotten it] and if you have
had both doses and it has been
six months, then definitely get
your booster dose today. This
can save you.”  There is currently
no peer-reviewed evidence or
data available on vaccine effica-
cy or effectiveness against
Omicron variant, although stud-
ies are ongoing, World Health
Organization (WHO) has said.
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European Union foreign
ministers met Monday to

discuss how to thwart the
threat of a possible new
Russian invasion of Ukraine
and what measures to take
should Moscow decide to send
its troops across the border.

U.S. intelligence officials
say Russia has moved 70,000
troops toward Ukraine’s bor-
der and is preparing for a pos-
sible invasion early next year.
Moscow denies it has any
plans to attack Ukraine and
rejects Western concerns as
part of a smear campaign.“We
are on deter mode,” to dis-
suade Russia, EU foreign pol-
icy chief Josep Borrell said.

Borrell, who is chairing
Monday’s meeting, said that
no decisions about sanctions
against Russia would be taken
but that the ministers would
discuss what steps to take and
when, in coordination with the
United States and Britain.“In
any case, we will send a clear
signal that any aggression
against Ukraine will have a
high cost for Russia” and
underline the 27-country
bloc’s support for Ukraine’s
sovereignty and territorial
integrity, Borrell told reporters
in Brussels. Lithuania warned
that Russia’s troop movements
of late were no mere men-
ace.“We are convinced that
Russia is actually preparing for
the all-out war against
Ukraine,” Lithuanian Foreign
Minister Gabrielius
Landsbergis said.

If carried out, it would be
“an unprecedented attack on a
country that shows a Western
direction. That means that
the answer has to be unprece-
dented from the Western
countries as well,” Landsbergis
said.
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People previously infected
with Covid-19 and those

vaccinated will have some
"stronger than basic" protection
against Omicron, according to
one of earliest studies looking
into recently identified variant
of covid. However, the study
conducted suggests that
Omicron "exceeds" all other
variants in its potential capa-
bility to evade protection
gained from previous Covid
infection or vaccination.  The
findings, published in journal
Emerging Microbes &
Infection, also suggest that
although a 3rd-dose of vaccines
can “significantly boost immu-
nity", protection from Omicron
"may be compromised".
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MAYFIELD, Ky: Residents of a Kentucky town
devastated by a tornado could be without heat,
water and electricity in chilly temperatures for
a long time, mayor warned Monday, as officials
struggled to restore services after a swarm of
twisters leveled neighborhoods and killed
dozens of people in five states. Authorities are
still tallying devastation from Friday night’s
storms, though they believe death toll will be
lower than initially feared since it appeared many
more people escaped a candle factory in
Mayfield, Kentucky, than first thought.“This is
a tough morning ... but it’s ok, we’re still going
to be all right,” Mayfield Mayor Kathy Stewart
O’Nan said on ”CBS Mornings.” But those who
survived faced highs in 50s and a low below
freezing Monday without any utilities.“Our
infrastructure is so damaged. We have no run-
ning water. Our water tower was lost. Our waste-
water management was lost, and there’s no nat-
ural gas to city. So we have nothing to rely on
there,” she told CBS. “So that is survival at this
point for
many of our
people.” �
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Mumbai: Despite fears of the
Omicron variant, business
activity touched an all-time
high since the onset of the pan-
demic for the week ended
December 12, a Japanese bro-
kerage said on Monday. 

The Nomura India
Business Resumption Index
(NIBRI), which compares the
activity for a particular week as
against the one before the
onset of the pandemic, rose to
115.8 from the 112.9 for the
previous week. 

"Despite Omicron risks,
neither policy restrictions nor
public fear factor appear to
have had any impact on mobil-
ity so far, which is supporting
a further normalisation in ser-
vices," it said in a statement. 

Mobility indicators rose
for the week, led by a 4 per-
centage point (pp) uptick in the
Google mobility index, 2 pp

increase in retail and recreation
index, while the Apple driving
index rose 2.9 pp.  

The labour participation
rate picked up to 41.4 per cent
from 40.5 per cent -- its high-
est in eight weeks -- and power
demand reversed last week's fall
with a 3.7 per cent gain, it
added. 

After supply-constraint
induced declines in August
and September, industrial out-
put growth rose sequentially in
October, although its pace
appears to be plateauing. 

India remains at risk of
virus setbacks since those fully
vaccinated account for only
37.5 per cent of the overall pop-
ulation, it said, adding data thus
far suggest that incremental
growth momentum in Q4 may
be driven more by services and
re-opening and less by
industry. PTI

New Delhi: Retail inflation rose marginally to 4.91
per cent in November, mainly due to an uptick in
food prices, Government data showed on Monday. 

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) based retail
inflation was 4.48 per cent in October 2021 and
6.93 per cent in November 2020. 

As per the data released by the National
Statistical Office (NSO), food inflation was at 1.87
per cent in November this year compared to 0.85
per cent in the preceding month. 

The Reserve Bank, which mainly factors in
the retail inflation while arriving at its bi-month-
ly monetary policy, expects the inflation print to
be somewhat higher over the rest of the year as
base effects turn adverse. 

According to the RBI, it is expected that head-
line inflation will peak in the fourth quarter of the
current fiscal and soften thereafter. PTI 

Mumbai: Equity benchmarks reversed
early gains to close deep in the red on
Monday, pressured by hectic selling in
market heavyweights Reliance
Industries and HDFC twins amid a
mixed trend overseas. 

Investors adopted a cautious
approach ahead of inflation data and
a slew of central bank meetings this
week, experts said. 

Sliding for the second straight ses-
sion, the 30-share BSE Sensex closed
503.25 points or 0.86 per cent lower at
58,283.42.  

Similarly, the broader NSE Nifty
fell 143.05 points or 0.82 per cent to
17,368.25.

Bajaj Finance was the top loser in
the Sensex pack, shedding 3.10 per
cent, followed by Bajaj Finserv,
Reliance Industries, M&M, Nestle
India, SBI and HDFC. 

In value terms, RIL and HDFC
twins accounted for around half of the
benchmark's losses. 

In contrast, Axis Bank, Tech
Mahindra, Maruti, PowerGrid, Titan,
Dr Reddy's and Sun Pharma closed
with gains of up to 2.38 per cent. 

The market breadth was negative,
with 23 of the 30 Sensex counters clos-
ing lower. The sharp rise in Omicron

cases in the UK is a concern for glob-
al markets, said V K Vijayakumar,
Chief investment Strategist at Geojit
Financial Services.
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Mumbai: The Indian rupee gave up
its early gains to settle unchanged at
75.78 against the US dollar on
Monday as sell-offs in domestic
equities and firming crude oil prices
weighed on forex market sentiment.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local currency
opened on a strong note at 75.64 and
traded between a high of 75.63 and
a low of 75.78 against the US dollar
in a highly volatile trading session.

The local unit finally settled at
75.78 a dollar.

"Dollar bulls, broadly, remain in
control as rupee consolidated near
75.80 and dollar index near 96.
Rupee erased most of early morning
gains along with domestic equities
ahead of retail inflation data," said
Dilip Parmar, Research Analyst,
HDFC Securities.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will address virtually

farmers at the valedictory func-
tion of an agro-event organised
by the Gujarat  Government on
December 16 in which con-
tours of natural farming will be
presented. This summit is
being organised as part of pre-
event Vibrant Gujarat Summit
to be held in Anand, Gujarat
from 14th to 16th December
2021. This conference will be
attended by 5000 farmers who
will be present in the Summit. 

Briefing media about the
event, Union Agriculture
Secretary Sanjay Agrawal said
the event to be held at Anand,
Gujarat, is the first initiative
where natural farming would
be one of the major focus.
Stating that natural farming has
become an important farm
practice now, Agrawal said it
requires less input cost and
ensures higher income to farm-
ers compared to other farming
practices.  Around 5,000 farm-
ers are likely to attend the
summit, while farmers will be
connected virtually to know
and learn the practice and
benefit of natural farming
through Krishi Vigyan Kendras
(KVKs), 80 central institutes of
ICAR and ATMA Network in
the states, he added.

He said the prime minis-
ter will virtually address the
event  while the Union Home
Minister, the Gujarat Chief
Minister and others will also be
present during the event.

When asked that Academy
of Agricultural Sciences (AAS)
President Punjab Singh in 2019
had stated zero budget farming
is an unproven technology
bringing no incremental value
gain to farmers, the Secretary
said, "I read that report in 2019.

"A lot of water has flown
since 2019  ...Ultimately
unproven does not mean it is
not good. Farmers practice (of
natural farming) over the years
showcase the strength of a
particular cultivation practice."

In the last two years, the
number of farmers adopting
natural farming have been on
rise in Andhra Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh and Gujarat,
he said.

An area of 4 lakh hectare
was approved in eight states last
financial year for training and
promotion of natural farming
under a scheme Bhartiya
Prakritik Krishi Paddhati
(BPKP) that started from the
2020-21 fiscal onwards, he
said. Andhra Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh are
leading in natural farming.

The Secretary also said the
government has not yet cap-
tured the total area under nat-
ural farming in the country.
Currently, the farmers are being
trained and the data will be
captured after farmers adopt
this practice in their own farm
fields.

Reacting on the committee
on the minimum support
prices, Agrawal said that a
committee to be set up in the
near future to look into protest-
ing farmers' demands will also
discuss promotion of natural
farming.

Sharing more, Gujarat
Chief Secretary Pankaj Kumar
said natural farming helps save
water, lower input cost, higher
crop yields besides benefiting
the environment and human
health. He said the Gujarat gov-
ernment has framed a scheme
under which it has trained
over 20,000 master trainers in
natural farming, who further
have trained more than 2 lakh
farmers.

New Delhi: Indian automobile customers are becoming safety-
conscious and are willing to stretch their budget to buy safer cars,
according to a survey by Mobility Outlook.

Nearly one-third of respondents said they will be willing to
spend over �30,000 on upgraded security features, as per the sur-
vey, which took responses from nearly 2.7 lakh customers across
India by Mobility Outlook, a brand of CarTrade Tech.

"One of the survey's significant outcomes was that 3/4th of
respondents preferred to explore four or five-star-rated safety vehi-
cles for their future vehicle purchases, and were willing to extend
their budget for safety," said the survey in which Frost & Sullivan
acted as the validation partner. ‘ While most of the respondents
were also aware of the significance of higher safety ratings, in terms
of more safety features on vehicles and better occupant protec-
tion, "the fact that 27 per cent of respondents were unaware of safe-
ty ratings is grounds for serious concern", it said.
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Acommittee on the minimum support price (MSP) and
other farm issues, including the promotion of zero bud-

get natural farming, will be set up "very soon in the near
future", Agriculture Secretary Sanjay Agrawal said on
Monday.

"The Prime Minister has announced this. It has to be
taken on a mission mode and the zero budget natural farm-
ing also. Very soon in near future, it (the committee) will
be set up," Agrawal told the media here.

Agrawal was briefing about a three-day national event
with focus on natural farming to be held at Anand, Gujarat,
from December 14. Prime Minister Narendra Modi is
scheduled to address virtually the valedictory function on
December 16.

Gujarat Chief Secretary Pankaj Kumar was also pre-
sent virtually during the press conference.

Asked what aspects of natural farming and if the out-
come of the national event will  be discussed 
in the proposed committee to be set up soon, the secre-
tary said that the contours of the panel has not yet been
decided.
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An episode of stroke for any
family can be devastating.
This unfortunate episode
can result in premature

death and lifelong disability. In
India, the incidence rate of stroke
is estimated to be 119 to 145 per
100,000 people and we see 1.44 to
1.64 million cases of strokes annu-
ally. Sometimes when we do not
heed the warning signs of stroke,
we end up becoming victims of this
devastating episode. 

One such sign is the Transient
Ischaemic Attack (TIA) or mini-
stroke. It has been observed that
the risk of stroke in the first three
months after a TIA is 2-17per cent.
About 33 per cent of those with a
history of TIA have a major stroke
within a year without any treat-
ment. 

TIA cause
When the blood flow to the

brain cuts off for a short while (less
than 5 minutes) it causes transient
neurological symptoms same as is
observed in stroke but are rapidly
reversible. 

This is  known as TIA. TIA is
also referred to as mini-stroke
because it is like a miniature ver-
sion of a full-blown stroke. It caus-
es less damage but it sure needs
emergency care without delay. 

Different from stroke
When an artery that is supply-

ing blood to the brain gets blocked
due to a blood clot, it causes oxy-
gen starvation resulting in TIA. In
a TIA, such a temporary clog is
usually pushed along and is broken
down. Thus, the normal flow of
blood to the brain returns quick-
ly. Symptoms of a TIA usually sub-

side within an hour (typically less
than 15 minutes) but may last up
to 24 hours in some cases. Quite
contrary, in an ischemic stroke, the
brain goes oxygen-deprived for a
longer period. This causes more
damage and brings long-lasting
effects that can be fatal and cause
permanent disability or death.

Risk factors 
Apart from the risks that are

not under our control like age and
family history, in general women
have a higher risk of stroke/TIA
than men. Other health conditions
such as obesity, carotid artery dis-
ease, high BP, high cholesterol, dia-
betes, and pre existing heart con-
ditions are also found to increase
the odds of stroke/TIA. 

Lifestyle choices like excess
smoking, alcohol consumption,
eating foods high in cholesterol,
and using drugs such as ampheta-
mines, cocaine, and heroin can
increase the risk.

Warning signs and symptoms
We must attempt to remember

the term FAST (denotes Face,
Arms, Speech, Time). These are
mainly seen if a person is having a
TIA. 

These include:
The facial droop may be

observed where the eyes or mouth
may droop to one side. One may
also experience trouble smiling.

Problems related to speech
such as slurred, garbled, or difficult
to understand. Also, one may find
it difficult to gather the right
words.

Weakness or numbness of
limbs may be experienced. There
might be trouble lifting or holding

up the arms.
Sometimes one may also notice

balance and coordination related
troubles, blindness or transient
blurring of vision, inability to
move one side of the body, dizzi-
ness, confusion, and difficulties in
understanding others.

Lifestyle changes
After knowing about TIA, it is

important to make efforts to have
a better lifestyle and adopt preven-
tive measures to reduce the risk of
experiencing a TIA/stroke. 

These include:
Quitting smoking and avoiding

exposure to secondhand smoke

from tobacco.
Eating a healthy and nutritious

diet that includes a lot of fresh
fruits and vegetables.

Having a check on the exces-
sive intake of salt and fats 

Exercising regularly
Keeping away from recreation-

al drugs.
Maintaining ideal body weight.
Following the advised/timely

treatment plan for heart disease,
diabetes and other health condi-
tions.

Diagnosis and Management
Diagnosis is generally estab-

lished through thorough physical
examination, neurological tests
and various imaging techniques
(MRI, Angiography, etc).  

Medications such as blood-
thinners, anti cholesterol medica-
tions with or without the use of
minimally invasive procedures
(carotid angioplasty / stenting)
and surgical procedures (Carotid
endarterectomy) may be advised
depending upon the severity of the
TIA. 

When the symptoms of a TIA
strike, although it may pass, one
should get medical help immedi-
ately. It must be remembered that
there is a lot of uncertainty about
whether the blood flow will restore
on its own or not. It is impossible
to predict if one is having a TIA or
stroke because the symptoms are
more or less the same. 

Furthermore, in the current
pandemic situation, the COVID-19
can lead to the development of
blood clots in the vessels supplying
the brain. This can subsequently
progress to TIA and stroke.

Participation of individuals
affected by any disease forms
the center of any public

healthcare response. While inter-
ventions by the government, civil
society organisations, donors and
others are vital, success largely
depends on the individuals.
Tuberculosis is a curable disease and
a successful treatment is possible
when there is a person-centered care
approach used.

The treatment process is long-
drawn, expensive, and can cause
severe stress. Many also report
severe treatment side-effects like
loss of appetite, nausea and tempo-
rary blurring of vision. These can
lead to patients stopping the treat-
ment process. Hence, it becomes
crucial to offer an empowering
experience which motivates them to
seek help and continue their treat-
ment.

Even though there are plenty of
free TB care services available, the
cost incurred in transportation,
medicines and taking a nutritious
diet can cause additional problems
for people. Many times, people
undergoing TB treatment may not
know someone who also suffers

from TB and needs additional sup-
port and understands what they are
going through. This is where Patient
Support Groups play an important
role.

A patient support group is a
non-judgmental, inclusive gathering
of patients and caregivers which are
held for the patient and enables
mutual support through experi-
ence-sharing and discussing con-
cerns about treatment protocols
with other patients. Not only can
these groups help in providing sup-
port, but they can also help in mak-
ing the person understand the
importance of treatment adher-

ence. These meetings allow sharing
of experiences which offer hope and
help one realize that “they are not
alone”. 

Patient support groups also
make people understand the impor-
tance of counselling and how
important it is for a holistic treat-
ment of TB, which accounts for
physical and mental health. Therapy
is an integral part of the treatment
as it provides necessary support and
positive coping strategies to deal
with the situation by interacting
with others going through the same
challenges.

The National Strategic Plan

(NSP) for TB in India has includ-
ed patient support in its guidelines.
The guidelines specify that every
patient who is on TB treatment
must be given nutritional support,
treatment literacy and counselling.
Karnataka Health Promotion Trust
(KHPT) has set out to work towards
filling this gap by providing a space
for the patient where they can
share their experiences and reassure
them that they are not alone. As the
meetings were held within health-
care settings, they could interact
with medical experts and access cor-
rect information as well which was
also a motivation for them to attend
these meetings. 

Patient support groups have
helped numerous people suffering
from TB by increasing help-seeking
behaviour. These groups are an
important part of TB treatment that
help patients overcome unpleasant
treatment experiences and stigma
during the treatment period using
a peer support approach. They also
make sure that the treatment
process is more inclusive and inter-
active and hence must become a
beacon of hope for so many of us
suffering from TB.

CORN: Corn is high in
Vitamin B12, folic acid, and
iron, all of which aid in the
body's formation of red blood
cells. It helps to reduce the risk
of anaemia by providing
enough nutrients for the pro-
duction of new red blood cells. 

Corn should be included in
your meals more frequently if
you are an athlete or enjoy
working out in the gym. 

Corn has a complex carbo-
hydrate content that is digest-
ed more slowly, providing ener-
gy for a longer period of time. 

It provides a lot of advan-
tages for both the mother and

the baby during pregnancy. 
Corn is high in folic acid

and also contains zeaxanthin
and pathogenic acid, both of
which help to reduce the risk
of birth defects in children. It
helps in lowering blood sugar
& cholesterol level
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Sports injuries occur during exercise or while participat-
ing in a sport. Children are particularly at risk for these
types of injuries, but adults can get them, too. Sports

injuries are very common and most of these injuries are caused
by overuse of our muscles and joint or when greater pressure
than that can normally be applied to a joint or muscle is exert-
ed. You’re at risk for sports injuries if you:

Haven’t been regularly active
Don’t warm up properly before exercise
Play contact sports 
Common sports injuries:
Ankle sprains. Overstretching or tearing the ligaments

results in a sprain. Ligaments are pieces of tissue that connect
two bones to one another in a joint. 

�Muscle pull: Muscle pulls are very common and can hap-
pen to any athlete. Small tears occur that lead to a strain when
a muscle is stretched too far or exceeds its tensile load.
Inadequate warm-up exercises, muscle fatigue, lack of flexi-
bility, and muscle weakness can cause all kinds of athletes to
pull a muscle. 

�Lower Back Pain: Usually lower-back-pain affects run-
ners, cyclists, golfers, tennis, and baseball players. Bulging discs,
back spasms, stress fractures sciatica are some types of lower-
back pain. Improper training techniques, weakness (especial-
ly of the core muscles), and poor preparation are the most com-
mon reason for sports-related back pain. 

�Shin splints: It is mostly caused by inflammation of the
muscles and their attachments to the shin bone (Tibia); it caus-
es aching or stabbing pain on the insides of the lower leg. It
mainly occurs in runners when the muscles around the tibia
become inflamed. 

�Tennis Elbow: One develops a tennis elbow when the
forearm is overused by repetitive movements in sports like
Tennis, Golf, and Badminton. These are the muscles that pull
the wrist back. The tendons of the foreman that insert into the
side of the elbow region tend to inflame that results in acute
pain. 

�Groin Strain: It results from putting too much strain on
the groin and thigh muscles. Athletes are more at the risk of
a groin strain in sports like soccer, hockey, basketball, volley-
ball, and even racket sports, as it is usually caused by sudden
movements like twisting while running or jumping; the mus-
cles situated in the upper thigh area that serve to pull the legs
together tend to get strained. 

�ACL injuries: The anterior cruciate ligament (ACL) holds
the leg bone to the knee. It is the most common knee injury.
Sudden cuts or stops or getting hit from the side can strain or
tear the ACL.  

Prevention
The immediate treatment to most of these injuries is by

following the RICE protocol – Rest, Ice and Compression, and
Elevation. One must seek the advice of an orthopedic doctor
for further treatment and rehabilitation. For best results, fol-
low the RICE method within the first 24 to 36 hours after the
injury. It can help reduce swelling and prevent additional pain
and bruising in the early days after a sports injury. While the
recovery period of some injuries may span from a few days
to weeks, other injuries like a meniscal tear, cruciate ligament
tear, or focal cartilage defects may require surgical treatment. 

�Use the proper technique: Learn the proper way to move
during your sport or activity. Different types of exercise require
different stances and postures. 

�Have the proper equipment: Wear the right shoes. Make
sure you have the proper athletic protection. 

�Don’t overdo it: The precaution is that don’t overdo any-
thing be it sports or exercise. If you do get hurt, make sure
you’re healed before you start the activity again. 

�Resume activity slowly: Don’t be tempted to nurse your
injury for too long. Excessive rest may delay healing. After the
initial 48-hour period of RICE, you can start using heat to help
relax tight muscles. Take things slowly, and ease back into exer-
cise or your sport of choice.
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Looking at good nutrition and regular
exercise is a short term thing and never
aiming to make it a lifestyle. If we don’t

make it a lifestyle and go back to our old
habits, we regain the weight. 

Aim should always be working around
methods which are enjoyable and fit our
lifestyle. We also need to remember that for
us following our fitness goals: It’s our per-
sonal choice and we are doing it for our-
selves and its benefits would stay with us
long term. From confidence levels to even
improved health.

Being impatient and expecting
overnight results:

You might have gained weight over
months and years. However, we want to lose
that in a very short period of time which
is generally not possible or not healthy. 

Also, such extremist methods are very
unsustainable and can mess up health mark-
ers. Aim should not be just losing the fat.
It should be losing it in a healthy way and
maintaining it. 

Health and weight loss goals should
go hand in hand: 

Not focusing on health and other
aspects of lifestyle such as daily activity,
mindset and sleep which can be game
changers when we talk about getting great
results. 

Walking more than 10,000 steps per day
can burn a lot of calories over time and aim-
ing for quality sleep of seven hours and 30
minutes every night can help us regulate
satiety, hunger, mood, energy levels and
even emotional reactivity. 

Health and weight loss goals should go
hand in hand. Aim should be working on
improving health markers, improving nutri-
ent profiling and fixing deficiencies if any.
Also, managing stress should be a priority
for everyone’s lifestyle plan. 

Eliminating your favourite food
sources: 

What if I tell you no need to eliminate
wheat, dairy, rice, chapati if you want to lose
fat? All you need to do is have fewer calo-
ries than what you burn over time and have
whatever you like making it fit your caloric
intake. 

I would also focus on having enough
protein for health, recovery and lean body
mass preservation. Also, at least 3-5 serv-
ings of fruits and vegetables per day are a
must.  

Overdoing cardio: 
Cardio is an amazing way to burn calo-

ries and to improve your cardiovascular and
lymphatic health. But, it’s not primary when
we talk about losing fat. 

Apart from that overdoing it leads to
diminishing returns and can even lead to
injuries (due to joint overuse) and elevat-
ed hunger levels which might make you eat
extra calories which might pull you out of
the caloric deficit required for losing fat.
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Tertiary healthcare facility Ujala Cygnus
Group of Hospitals in association with

BAPIO Training Academy (BTA), PHD
Chamber of Commerce and Chevening
Alumni India today conducted a roundtable
discussion, which highlighted the growing
need for capacity building to address the chal-
lenges faced by the healthcare industry, at the
PHD Chambers of Commerce and Industry
PHD House.

“Capacity building in the healthcare is the
development of knowledge, skills, commit-
ment, structures, systems, and leadership to
enable effective health promotion. This can be
achieved only when we strengthen and
improve our capacity to act within programs,
and develop the capacity of the health system
to respond to the emerging issues that affect
health,” said Dr Shuchin Bajaj, Founder
Director, Ujala Cygnus Group of Hospitals. 

India has a large pool of MBBS doctors,
who are working as Resident Medical doctors. 

“As part of the ongoing drive under the
Indo UK collaboration, BTA is best placed,
having the expertise in training to liaise with
UK and Indian Universities/Institutions to set
up a new training pathway for those doctors
giving an opportunity to upskill them, create
a career pathway and thus skilled workforce.
It will be well equipped to address the chal-
lenges,” said Probal Ghosal, Chairman, Ujala
Cygnus Group of Hospitals.
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Coming from the director of
the highly appreciated
series in the youth circle,

Mismatched on Neflix, Akarsh
Khurana has directed the award-
winning teleplay, The Job. The
Indian director, writer and actor
is acclaimed for writing and
directing various shows like TVF
Tripling (as a writer), Yeh Meri
Family (as an actor), Mismatched
(as a director) and Krrish (as a
supporting screenplay writer).
The theatre enthusiast is also
renowned for directing Rashmi
Rocket.

The Job is an English teleplay
starring Karan Pandit, Kashin
Shetty, Tariq Vasudeva and
Shweta Tripathi. A young candi-
date turns up for a job interview
only to realise that this wasn’t the
typical question-and-answer
round he had imagined. Nothing
he learnt in college; university or
his last few jobs have prepared
him for what comes next. 

The show was produced back
in 2010 and garnered some com-
mendable reviews,  completing
120 shows across 26 cities.

Read on for excerpts from an
exclusive interview with the
director:

�Please give us an overview of
The Job.

The Job is a dark comedy, a
corporate satire and is based on
a play called The Interview by
Sidharth Kumar. We didn't get the
rights to the title ‘The Interview’
so we called it ‘The Job’. It's a story
about a man who shows up at a
corporate office for an interview
and before he knows it, gets
caught up in one of the most
bizarre interviews where he sud-
denly witnesses how conniving
and complicated bosses can be
and how coworkers behave when
they are insecure . He gets a funny
and disturbing glimpse into what
the corporate life can look like.

�What is your vision of the pro-
ject?

This was our longest running
play which got great reviews and
won many awards. Its theme
remains relevant even today. My
vision was to present a very
funny, relatable play with a strong
message about how the corporate
machinery works. The story,
hence, shows that once you get
sucked into the corporate system,
it is easy to be enslaved by the sys-
tem. Where, sometimes, even the

lines of morality get blurred. My
goal, even today, is to present a
timeless comedy with a message
that lingers. 

�You recently directed
Mismatched, a show that was
loved by the viewers. What is the
difference between working for
an OTT and for TV?

A teleplay is not like direct-
ing for TV because it is a hybrid
format that combines elements of
a play with cinematic devices. You
have to shoot it in a particular
manner to keep the balance
between theatre and cinema and

for me, it was always a challenge
to use the skills gleaned from the-
atre and cinema to make some-
thing that didn't exist before.
The format of the teleplay hence
was an exciting challenge because
you work in a theatrical setting
with a limited number of people.
It was also interesting to work
with a play that has been per-
formed so many times and that
we've rehearsed for so long.

�Is it somehow related to the
American sitcom, The Job?

It is not related to the
American sitcom. There is no

connection whatsoever.  

�What is the significance of the
title, according to you?

The whole teleplay is about
a man looking for a job that's
gonna change his life, hence
the title.  

�How is a teleplay different
from any limited series?

A teleplay is very different
from a limited series in terms of
structure and form. A series
encompasses a bunch of episodes
and a teleplay is closer to a digi-
tal film. It's like archiving a play
with the help of cinematic devices
rather than just recording it with
a static camera. The cinematic
quality makes the viewing expe-
rience even more dynamic.

�What is one thing you'd like
your audience to look out for
when the teleplay is aired?

I think it's most important
that the audiences give teleplays
a chance because this is a new for-
mat. And once they get over the
newness and the unfamiliarity of
the format, they might get to
enjoy very unusual and refresh-
ing content that they normally
don't have access to. Zee Theatre
has a treasure-trove of teleplays
and I'm happy that people are
watching them even if they have
not been able to watch theatre on
stage for one reason or another.
This teleplay, for instance, can be
watched now by a new set of
audiences on the small screen
after a successful run of over
seven years in multiple cities.

�From acting and writing
to directing, how has the jour-
ney been? Is direction your
main goal?

It's a very difficult question
to answer. I started my theatre
company 21 years ago and then
I started writing for films. I
wanted to be a writer and then
became an assistant director. I
also directed a lot of theatre and
wanted to direct films and TV
content as well. Acting has never
really been one of my goals and
I only do it occasionally. To be
a producer, a director, a story-
teller and create content, irre-
spective of the medium, is ulti-
mately my main goal.

(The Job is being reaired on
Tata Sky Theatre, Airtel

Spotlight and Dish TV through-
out this week.)

Going beyond the river Ganga travel-
ling multiple worlds, Jayasri

Burman’s River of Faith opening at
Bikaner House on December 12 is the
stuff of Indian folk art made contempo-
rary and the beauty of historical and per-
sonal experiences. For more than 30
years, she has captured  the alchemy of
mythology, literature, nature and fiction
in her works to weave into the landscape
of nature a feast for the senses.The mon-
umental canvasses at Bikaner House are
a treat for the senses, they are born of and
from the many lives of the river Ganga.
The riverine ripples and punctuations of
her monumental canvasses enchant you
as you flit and float in the clouds of mem-
oir in  the tapestry of time. Burman, the
traveller, transcends the capsule of time
past and time present in this choreogra-
phy where animals and birds and flora
and fauna and women who are gorgeous
in tone and tenor live through facets of
fantasy.

“As an artist and humanist moved by
the extreme desecration and pollution of
the sacred waters of Ganges, she has pre-
sented a vibrant ensemble of creations in
her show, River of Faith that questions,
arouses, sensitises and soothes, calling the
audience attention to the river as a life
force that instills strength, hope and spir-
it of preservation albeit the upheavals that
frequent it. As the world awaits to redis-
cover normalcy and happiness leaving
behind the sadness and shadows of the
last two years, the River of Faith would
be a beautiful tribute to the river and
serve to gently remind us about restor-
ing balance and tranquility in our lives
and repose our faith in nature and its
powers,” states, Somak Mitra, director,
Art Exposure.

“If I could paint sound, I would try
and capture the mystical notes of the
Ganga. But how does one express the
many facets of the mighty river — its
tranquility, wilderness, movement and
immortality. Ganga is how I attempt to
compose the balance between its fluidi-
ty and the rootedness of faith it evokes.
Over 2020 and 2021's pandemic gloom,
I have witnessed the abuse faced by
Ganga on multiple occasions. Through
my work, I wish to spread the message
that it's a circle we all inhabit, and only
if we nurture nature and not make her

suffer, will humanity be able to live har-
moniously”, shares Burman.

The Ganga covers a whopping 2,525
kilometers of length that begins in west-
ern Himalayas and continues through the
Gangetic plains into Bangladesh and then
the Bay of Bengal;  this show travels
through shores and banks to create a pris-
matic array of images that dwell on the
feminine form as much as it brings back
into memory the magic of modernism at
its zestful best.

Blend of chromatic medleys
In a masterpiece of chromatic indices,

Nandini is a stand alone work through
which Burman constructs a pictorial
space — a muralist melange of  still lifes
and landscape-adhering to original prin-
ciples of presenting narratives running
through the river of time. The contours,
colour conceptions are distinctly Indian,
rooted in literature and mythological aes-
thetics, even as the spatial structuring
borrows from Indian classics. The mono-
chromatic medley signifies the gor-
geousness of the Kamadhenu like cow
with Nandini sitting in verve and gracious
vitality. The little ducks and hybrid
humans all form a conversation that
meanders in gracious harmony through
the  tide of time.

Then there is  Jahnavi, a magnificent
36 feet in two diptychs  coinciding  with
constructivist ideas and theoretical dis-
cussions on the expressive power of
monochromatic moods and moorings
created with dense charcoal in thicker
passionate contours of controlled com-
positional  spaces. From the beginning
of her genesis, Burman has reflected on
colours and lines that have independent
symbolic meanings, presenting a spiritu-
al flow of imagery.

The show has plenty to ponder; the
set of 29 drawings of Hrishikesh are a
raise’s delight.The lines devour the
litheness of life the goats being the best
with their beautiful expressive eyes and
horns.Bikaner House has bounced back
with verve and vivacity after the pandem-
ic and we are looking at a festive winter. 

(The Exhibition will be on view
from December 12-19, 2021 at Bikaner

House, Centre for Contemporary
Arts(CCA) and Ground Floor Art

Gallery (Main Building); New Delhi.)

2021. What a year it has been!
A year of mixed emotions

that gave us the opportunity to
discover ourselves in a world
that continues to keep us on our
toes. As we look to end the year
and reflect upon what a year it
has been, Spotify’s Wrapped
helps us look back at the
moments that made up our
lives. And needless to say, pod-
casts have played an important
role more than ever before in
this audio journey for most lis-
teners in India. 

The growing affinity for
this medium stems from a sense
of a strong connection between
the narrator of a podcast and the
listener. In 2021, it became a
medium that let listeners learn
more, stay entertained, or escape
into a fictional realm, all expe-
rienced as we found new rou-
tines. 

Based on the listening
trends on Spotify this year, the
audio streaming platform is
recognising the ‘class of 2021’, or
the podcasts and creators that
really stayed with its listeners.
Across languages, genres, and
formats, podcasts have diversi-
fied as millennials and Gen Z
from across the country lever-

age the medium to share their
opinions and represent their
communities. 

This year we saw an inter-
esting mix of genres like mythol-
ogy, motivation, thriller and
educational in the top podcasts
list. The Mythpat Podcast took

top spot in the most popular
podcasts this year, followed by:

#2 The Ranveer Show
#3 The Stories of

Mahabharata
#4 Naallanaa Murukku —

The RJ Balaji Podcast
#5 Srimad Bhagavad — Gita

Adhyaya 1
#6 The Joe Rogan Experience
#7 Speak Better English with

Harry
#8 On Purpose with Jay

Shetty
#9 Bhaskar Bose (Hindi

Thriller Podcast)
#10 Unconventional Ghalib

Similar to last year, 50 per
cent of the top 10 podcasts lis-
tened to were originals and
exclusives from the app.

While The Ranveer Show is
the most popular podcast in
cities such as Delhi, Mumbai,
Bangalore and Pune.
Meanwhile, local content stands
out in Hyderabad, Chennai,
and Kolkata where PURIJA-
GANNADH (Telugu),
Naallanaa Murukku — The RJ
Balaji Podcast (Tamil) and
Sunday Suspense (Bengali) are
most popular, respectively.

When it comes to the most
streamed podcasts by age
groups, the three most popular
podcasts are:

24 years or below - The
Mythpat Podcast

24 to 44 years old - The
Ranveer Show

45+ years old - Suhaana

Safar with Annu Kapoor
The five cities that listened

the most to podcasts were
Delhi/NCR, Bengaluru,
Chennai, Mumbai, and Pune.

Four of the top 10 most
streamed episodes are from The
Mythpat Podcast, while seven of
the top 10 most streamed
episodes are from Spotify
Originals.

The most listened to pod-
casts voiced by female talents
include:

Virus 2062 with Ali Fazal &
Richa Chadha 

Gita for the Young and
Restless

What’s Up Sister?
Poems To Calm Down To by

Megha Rao
I Hear You with Aahana

Kumra 
Thefive popular podcast

genres for female listeners in
India are: Arts, Education,
Society & Culture, Fiction, and
Health & Fitness.

(If you are just starting out
listening to podcasts, check out
Spotify’s podcasts’ playlists such

as — Best Episodes of 2021,
Top Spooky Stories of 2021,

Best Crime Stories of 2021 and
more. Stream for free.)
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Manchester United have been handed
another tough tie in the last 16 of the

Champions League after being paired with
Atletico Madrid in the second attempt at the
draw

.Manchester City will take on Sporting
Lisbon, while Liverpool will head to Inter
Milan.

Defending champions Chelsea will face
Lille – the only fixture to be a repeat of one
drawn earlier on Monday before that result
was declared void due to software errors.

Three hours after the first draw took
place, officials tried again in Nyon, with
UEFA deputy general secretary Giorgio
Marchetti opening with an apology for the

earlier mistakes.
“As many of you will have noticed there

were some errors made in the original draw
caused by a malfunction of the software
which went through an outside provider to
tell us which teams are eligible to be drawn
against each other,” he said.

“After the draw the external indepen-
dent auditor couldn’t guarantee the problem
with the IT did not exist from the start and
as a result the full draw needs to be redone.”

Earlier, UEFA was forced to declare the
Champions League draw void after a series
of mistakes were made during the process
on Monday morning.

Manchester United had been handed a
mouth-watering last-16 tie against Paris St
Germain, but only after being erroneously
paired with Villarreal in the first instance and
then mistakenly left off the list of possible
opponents to face Atletico Madrid. After
clubs sought clarification from the European
governing body on what had happened,
UEFA announced the ties would be redrawn
at 2pm on Monday.

“Following a technical problem with the
software of an external service provider that
instructs the officials as to which teams are
eligible to play each other, a material error
occurred in the draw for the UEFA

Champions League Round of 16,” a state-
ment said.”

As a result of this, the draw has been
declared void and will be entirely redone at
1500 CET.

“Confusion began when United were
paired with Villarreal - a side they had
already faced in Group F.UEFA deputy gen-
eral secretary Giorgio Marchetti apologised
for the “technical issue our draw is experi-
encing” before asking former Arsenal for-
ward Andrey Arshavin to try again, and this
time it was neighbours Manchester City who
were paired with the Yellow Submarine.

But the problems did not stop there.

When Atletico Madrid were the next
side to be drawn, Marchetti said:

“For Atletico Madrid, the possibility are
all [teams] except for Liverpool, who was in
the same group, and Manchester United as
they were already drawn.

“But as United’s drawing was a mistake,
they should still have been potential oppo-
nents for Atletico.

UEFA’s head of club competitions
Michael Heselschwerdt began collecting
balls to put in the pot, but compounded the
error by appearing to take a ball from
Liverpool’s pot rather than United’s.

Atletico were ultimately paired with
Bayern Munich, but given the series of
errors, UEFA had no choice but to declare
the draw void.
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Virat Kohli led India from the front for
five years as the team’s limited-overs

captain, said his successor Rohit Sharma,
insisting that he enjoyed “each and every
moment” that he played under the star bat-
ter. In his interaction with ‘bcci.Tv’, Rohit
spoke about how the team under Kohli had
a “great time”. Kohli stepped down as T20
captain after the World Cup in the UAE
and was subsequently replaced by Rohit as
ODI skipper earlier this month.

“Five years that he led the team, he led
from the front every time, we stepped on
to the park, and there was clear grit and
determination to win every game, that was
the message to the entire squad,” Rohit said
on the sidelines of the Indian Test squad’s
training session here ahead of the tour of
South Africa later this month.

“We have had a great time playing
under him (Kohli) and I have played a lot
of cricket under him, I have enjoyed each
and every moment, still continue to do
that,” he added, putting an end to all the
conjectures that have floated about the pro-
fessional relationship between the two.

The Indian team has aced criticism for
not being able to win an ICC trophy since
the 2013 Champions Trophy despite hav-
ing proven and consistent match-winners
in its ranks. 

Rohit said he is aware of the challenge
and would try to grab that extra inch that
has eluded the side.

“There are lot of things that we need
to do right before we think of end result.
The last ICC trophy (Champions Trophy),
we won was in 2013,” he explained.

“...But I don’t see anything wrong that
we did after that Champions Trophy. We
played well and performed as a team but
just that we couldn’t get that extra inch,”
he said.

“That can happen as international
cricket is very demanding but that’s the
challenge as we are all professionals.”

But he does feel that to win a global

title, one needs to do a lot of things right.
“Lot of World Cups are coming and

India will be eyeing to do well in lot of
them. Our focus is on winning the cham-
pionship but there is a process that we need
to follow as a group. 

“If you need to win the champi-
onship, there are lot of other things that
you first need to take care of, then focus
on the end goal.”

The focus will be on getting better as
a player first and then collectively as a
team.

“...How you come out of tough chal-
lenges is very important and I think, in the
past we have been put in those situations,
where we have been 10/3 or 15/2 or some-
thing like that, we (have) failed to recov-
er,” he recalled.

“Something that we need to keep in
mind moving forward, it’s one of the areas.
There are other areas we need to keep
improving as a team and getting better as
a team.”

For him, one of his primary tasks is to
ensure that each player is aware why he has
been picked in the team and what is
expected of him.

“I have got limited opportunities to
lead Team India but whenever I have got
an opportunity, I have tried to keep it sim-
ple, tried to keep one thing in common,
clear communication to players,” he said.
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India’s Test vice-captain Rohit
Sharma was on Monday
ruled out of the entire three-

Test series against South Africa
as his old left-hamstring injury
resurfaced during the team’s net
session in Mumbai where he
also took a hit on his hand.

India A captain Priyank
Panchal will be Rohit’s replace-
ment opener in the Test series.

“Team India Test vice-cap-
tain Rohit Sharma sustained a
left hamstring injury during his
training session here in Mumbai
yesterday. He has been ruled out
of the upcoming 3-match Test
series against South Africa.
Priyank Panchal will replace
Rohit Sharma in the Test squad,”
BCCI stated in a press release.

The Board has not
announced a stand-in vice-cap-

tain but it is expected that KL
Rahul is the front-runner for
being Virat Kohli’s deputy dur-
ing the Tests. Other contenders
could be Rishabh Pant and
Ravichandran Ashwin consid-
ering that Ajinkya Rahane has
been removed from the role
with his place in the eleven not
being assured. The Tests will
wind up on January 15 followed
by three ODIs, scheduled to
begin on January 19 in Paarl. 

The 34-year-old Rohit also
sustained a hit on his hands at
the Mumbai nets while taking
throwdowns from Raghavendra
aka Raghu. “Yes, Rohit did suf-
fer an injury on his hand but
even after that he had batted. So
we can presume that hand
injury isn’t serious. 

But thereafter, it seemed the
old hamstring problem resur-
faced once again and it might

take some time before he is fully
fit and available.

“They are trying to sort it
out. Hamstring injuries normal-
ly take four weeks which could
effectively rule him out of Test
series,” a senior BCCI source
told PTI on Monday.

As of now, the extent of
Rohit’s injury is not very clear.
It is not known whether it’s a
strain which is a less serious
injury or a tear, which will
have to be graded.

“There are some issues but
the medical team is trying to
sort it out,” a source close to the
cricketer told PTI.

The BCCI is yet to share
the details of his scan report
which will ascertain the degree
of the injury. “Any hamstring
injury, even the lowest grade
takes a month to heal with
rehabilitation sessions. In Tests

we have Mayank Agarwal
ready to open with KL Rahul,
who could potentially be the
vice-captain.

“And now we have Priyank
Panchal also as cover. We
would be hoping that he is fit
and ready for the ODI series,”
the source added. 

It is learnt that Panchal
reported at the team hotel this
evening. “Panchal has been
asked to report at the Mumbai
team hotel tonight. 

He is there as a cover for
Rohit. Also because he recent-
ly played in South Africa and
scored runs, he was asked to
join,” an official associated
with the India A team
informed.

Panchal is no greenhorn as
he has 100 first-class matches
under his belt with 7011 runs,
including 24 hundreds.
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As many as 20 new sportspersons
were on Monday added to the list

of Target Olympic Podium Scheme
(TOPS), taking the total 
number of athletes to be funded by
the Sports Ministry for the 2024 Paris
Games to 148. 

Seven Olympic and six
Paralympic disciplines were identified
for support under TOPS at a meeting
of the Mission Olympic Cell (MOC)
of the Sports Ministry. More athletes
will be added to the TOPS list in

MOC’s next meeting later this month.
The MOC, which was re-consti-

tuted earlier this month to include
seven more former international
athletes, met here for the first time
after the Tokyo Olympics.

The approved athletes were from
cycling, sailing, shooting, swim-
ming, table tennis, weightlifting and
wrestling in Olympic sports. 
Archery, athletics, badminton, box-
ing, equestrian, fencing, golf, gym-
nastics, judo, rowing and tennis will
be taken up in the next meeting later
this month.
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Mercedes lost both of its protests after Lewis
Hamilton lost the Formula One world

title to Max Verstappen on the final lap of the
last race at the season-ending Abu Dhabi Grand
Prix. After losing the protests, Mercedes filed
for reconsideration to the International Court
of Appeal.

Verstappen overtook Hamilton on Lap 58
in thrilling style after a crash involving
Nicholas Latifi brought out the safety car with
just a few laps left and confusion surrounded
the restart. One of the lost protests was
whether Verstappen had broken rules by
passing Hamilton before the safety car period

had ended, when they were jostling next to each
other waiting for the restart.

“Although Car 33 (Verstappen) did at one
stage, for a very short period of time, move
slightly in front of Car 44 (Hamilton), at a time
when both cars where accelerating and brak-
ing, it moved back behind Car 44,” stewards
concluded. “It was not in front when the Safety
Car period ended (i.E. At the line). Accordingly,
the Protest is dismissed.” 

The other protest concerned the restart
procedure itself and the number of lapped cars
overtaking the safety car, having been given the
green light to do so.

Of the lapped drivers, only Lando Norris,
Fernando Alonso, Esteban Ocon, Charles

Leclerc and Sebastian Vettel overtook —
those five were originally between Hamilton
and Verstappen — while Daniel Ricciardo,

Lance Stroll and Mick Schumacher did not.
Mercedes argued Hamilton would have

won the race if all had overtaken the safety car
due to the time required, making a final lap
showdown impossible. Stewards ruled that it
made no difference since the other three were
not interfering with the outcome of the race,
and also that race director Michael Masi had
authority “to control the use of the safety car”
in this case. Before Latifi’s crash, Hamilton was
coasting to world title No. 8.

There had already been one virtual safe-
ty car deployed earlier in the race for a small-
er crash, but this time the real one came out
with little time left to remove Latifi’s car and
clear debris off the track.
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Two in-form teams in Jamshedpur
FC and Odisha FC will look to

outdo one another in what could be
a battle of attrition in the Indian
Super League (ISL) here on Tuesday.

Odisha have got off to a flying
start this season, winning three of
their four games so far. They are
placed second, three points adrift of
table leaders Mumbai City FC.

The Kiko Ramirez-coached side
beat NorthEast United FC in their last
outing, a game where they showed
their defensive solidity as well, besides
possessing a collection of good attack-
ers.

The likes of Hector Rodas, Victor
Mongil, Javi Hernandez, Aridai
Suarez, and Jonathas have underlined
Odisha’s excellent foreign recruitment
this time as they have all fired so far
in their respective departments. 

The club had signed six new play-
ers from abroad ahead of the season,
refreshing its whole foreign contin-
gent and the move has worked well
for the team. Nine of the 11 league
goals scored by the club have come
from new foreign signings.

“Our players have to be commit-
ted to the task and have to concen-

trate for the entire duration of the
match as it is going to be a tough one,”
Odisha boss Kiko Ramirez said.

Jamshedpur lost to Mumbai
City 2-4 in a thrilling game but
showed grit of the highest order as
they came back from 3-0 down inside
24 minutes to make it 3-2 in the sec-
ond half. The ‘Men of Steel’ sit fourth
on the table with eight points from
five matches.

“The only way to recover from
the last game is to go out and get the
three points against Odisha, who have
signed some good players and played
some good football. We have made
some individual mistakes. 

If we cut that out, it gives us a
platform to try and go win games,”
said Jamshedpur head coach Owen
Coyle.

Lithuanian striker Nerijus Valskis
has scored four goals in four games
against Odisha and Coyle would
hope he can start on Tuesday.

Greg Stewart has been a signifi-
cant addition to the Jamshedpur
team quality-wise. 

In his four appearances in the
league, Stewart has scored one goal
and made three assists with his
linkup play as the second striker in
Coyle’s 4-4-2 system.
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The BCCI has formed a committee for the dif-
ferently abled cricketers of the country,

paving the way for them to play under the Board’s
aegis. 

In April this year, the BCCI Apex Council had
decided recognise the Differently Abled Cricket
Council of India (DCCI) as the only body to pro-
mote cricket among physically challenged, deaf,
blind and wheelchair participants.

Now, the Board has gone a step further, pro-
viding the differently abled cricketers anther major
boost.

“Yes, we have formally formed a committee
that will look after cricket for the physically chal-
lenged. It’s now a sub committee of BCCI. So the
Indian disability team will now play under aegis
of BCCI,” a BCCI official told PTI on Monday.

The move, among others, was lauded by
Indian women’s ODI and Test teams captain
Mithali Raj and also the DCCI. 

“We, the DCCI, are grateful to @JayShah
@SGanguly99 @ThakurArunS and to all the
esteemed state and affiliated units of the BCCI
for forming the Differently Abled cricket com-
mittee. It’s the first time the @BCCI has recog-
nised disability cricketers and taken us in their
wings,” the DCCI tweeted. 

In appreciation of the BCCI move, Mithali
wrote in her post, “Kudos to @BCCI for such an
inspirational & historic decision.”

The move is sure to give the DCCI and its
players a major boost going forward. 
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Explosive Australia opener
David Warner and West

Indies all-rounder Hayley
Matthews were on 
Monday adjudged the men’s
and women’s ICC 
Players of the Month of
November after their superla-
tive performances.

Warner’s crucial efforts in
the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup
which Australia won for the
first time helped him pip
Pakistan opener Abid Ali and
New Zealand seam bowler Tim
Southee to grab the men’s

award.
Matthews’ all-round show

in the ODIs won her the

women’s award ahead of left-
arm spinners Anam Amin of
Pakistan and Nahida Akter of

Bangladesh. Warner won the
award on his maiden nomina-
tion following his 
Player of the Tournament show
at the recent T20 World Cup,
in which he smashed 53 in the
final against New Zealand after
49 in the semifinal against
Pakistan. 

He was also named Player
of the Match in an earlier
Super 12  match against the
West Indies for a blistering 89
not out off 56 balls. Warner
aggregated 209 runs at an aver-
age of 69.66 and a strike rate of
151.44 in four T20Is during the
period.
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