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Group Captain Varun Singh,
the lone survivor of the

helicopter crash in which Chief
of Defence Staff General Bipin
Rawat and his wife were killed,
died on Wednesday.  The 39-
year-old fighter pilot battled for
life for eight days in the mili-
tary hospital, Bengaluru.

The MI-17 helicopter car-
rying 14 passengers, including
the crew, crashed on December
8 in Coonoor near the Defence
Services Staff College(DSSC),
Wellington.  

General Rawat, his wife
Madhulika, and 11 other mil-
itary personnel died the same
day. Nearly all of them suffered
serious burn injuries.

Group Captain Singh was
rescued from the wreckage
with serious injuries. He was

first taken to the military hos-
pital in Wellington and then
airlifted to Bengaluru.

“The IAF is deeply sad-
dened to inform the passing
away of braveheart Group
Captain Varun Singh, who suc-
cumbed this morning to the
injuries sustained in the heli-
copter accident on December

8, 2021. IAF offers sincere con-
dolences and stands firmly
with the bereaved family,” the
Indian Air Force said on
Twitter.

In August, Group Captain
Singh was honoured with
Shaurya Chakra, India’s third-
highest peacetime gallantry
award after the Ashok Chakra
and Kirti Chakra, for display-
ing exemplary composure and
skill when his Tejas aircraft
developed a technical snag
during a sortie in October last
year.

Known to be an excellent
test pilot, the officer is survived
by an 11-year-old son, an eight-
year-old daughter, and his wife.
His father, Colonel (retired) KP
Singh, had served in the Army
Air Defence (AAD).

The Group Captain’s fam-
ily originally hails from
Ghazipur, Uttar Pradesh and
now lives in Bhopal.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressed anguish at the
passing away of Group 
Captain Singh.
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Vaccines developed by US
drugmakers Pfizer,

Moderna, Johnson, and
Johnson against Covid-19 have
proved to be less effective
against the new super mutant
Omicron variant that has now
spread to 77 countries. 

The Omicron variant, har-
bouring up to 36 mutations in
spike protein, is known to
evade vaccine efficacy.

The study led by
researchers at Massachusetts
General Hospital (MGH),
Harvard, and MIT tested blood
from people who received the
Moderna, Johnson & Johnson,
and Pfizer/BioNTech vaccines
against a pseudovirus engi-
neered to resemble the
Omicron variant.

They included individuals
that were both vaccinated
recently or had recently taken
booster doses, and also had
prior SARS-CoV-2 infection.

The findings, posted on
preprint Memedrxiv, meaning
not peer-reviewed yet, showed
that the neutralisation of
Omicron was “undetectable” in
most vaccinated individuals.

“The study demonstrates

that Omicron drastically
escapes vaccine-induced
immunity after primary vacci-
nation series with mRNA-1273
(Moderna), BNT162b2
(PfizerBioNTech) or
Ad26.COV2.S (Johnson &
Johnson/Janssen) and exhibits
increased infectivity in vitro,
raising the potential for
increased transmissibility,” said
Wilfredo F Garcia-Beltran,
Department of Pathology,
MGH at Boston.

However, individuals
boosted with mRNA vaccines
exhibited potent neutralisa-
tion of Omicron only 4-6-fold
lower than the wild type, sug-
gesting that boosters enhance
the cross-reactivity of neutral-
ising antibody responses.

The team found Omicron
pseudovirus is more infectious
than any other variant tested.
Overall, this study highlights
the importance of boosters to
broaden neutralising antibody
responses against highly diver-
gent SARS-CoV-2 variants.

Further, the study showed
that recipients of mRNA boost-
ers following J&J vaccine exhib-
ited markedly improved neu-
tralising titers, but did not
achieve the breadth of response
seen with mRNA primary vac-
cination followed by mRNA
booster.

“Our results would suggest
that these recipients of J&J

vaccines may benefit from
additional mRNA vaccine
doses with the potential to
further raise titers and broad-
en their neutralizing activity,”
the researchers said.

Omicron breakthrough
infections may result in atten-
uated disease severity in vac-
cinated people due to cellular
and innate immunity, they
noted.

“These findings support
the need for rapid and syn-
chronised widespread deploy-
ment of mRNA boosters as a
public health measure to cur-
tail the emergence and spread
of highly mutated SARS-CoV-
2 variants,” Garcia-Beltran said.
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Aday after he arrived in
New Delhi on deporta-

tion from Philippines,  notori-
ous gangster Suresh Pujari was
on Wednesday remanded by a
Thane court in the custody of
Maharashtra’s Anti-Terrorism
Squad (ATS) till December 25
in connection with several
extortion cases registered
against him.

Pujari — who was extra-
dited to India on Tuesday
evening and brought to Thane
from Delhi — was produced
before Chief Judicial Magistrate
Rajendra J Tambe,  who
remanded him in the ATS’ cus-
tody for 10 days.

Pujari, who had been
arrested in the Philippines in
October, is wanted in at least
two dozen extortion and firing
cases in Mumbai, Thane,
Kalyan, Ulhasnagar and Navi
Mumbai.

The case was registered
with the MFC police station at

Kalyan in Thane district, while
he is also wanted in another
case registered against him
early this month at the MHB
police station for allegedly
handing extortion and death
threats to a Borivli-based based
hotelier.

On his arrival in the cap-
ital from the Philippines, IB

and CBI officials took Pujari’s
custody. Later on, they hand-
ed him over the Maharashtra
ATS officials who had landed
in Delhi to bring the gangster
to Mumbai. 

Pujari is a relative of under-
world don Ravi Pujari, who was
deported from Senegal, Africa,
to India in February 2020.

Ravi is currently being investi-
gated by Central agencies and
police in Karnataka, Gujarat,
and Maharashtra. 

Suresh, who was initially
associated with underworld
don Chhota Rajan and Ravi
gangs, had severed his links
with Rajan and Ravi in 2007
and formed his own gang. In
2007, he fled the country. After
fleeing abroad, he lived in sev-
eral countries under fake iden-
tities. 

The investigations had
revealed that Suresh was oper-
ating outside the country using
aliases like Suresh Puri and
Satish Pai. Unconfirmed
reports said he had returned to
Mumbai in 2013 but left the
country immediately after-
wards using a fake passport

The Interpol had issued
red-corner notices on the basis
of requests from the Mumbai
and Thane police after several
extortion cases against him
surfaced. 

Continued on Page 2
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The violence in the
Lakhimpur Kheri during

the farmers’ protest on October
3 was back in the focus with the
Opposition mounting pressure
on the Government to dismiss
Minister of State Ajay Mishra
“Teni” whose son is one of the
13 accused arrested in the case.

The BJP, however, rejected
as “unfounded” allegation and
the Opposition’s demand for
the resignation of the Union
Minister and but ruled out a
discussion on the Lakhimpur
Kheri issue as the matter is sub-
judice.

In the Lok Sabha, the
Congress demanded dismissal
of Mishra and in the Rajya
Sabha, a united Opposition
wanted reinstatement of sus-
pended MPs of the Upper
House. The Government
refused to heed both the
demands.

In the Lower House,
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
moved a notice seeking
adjournment of business to
discuss a “definite matter of
urgent importance” — the SIT
report on Lakhimpur Kheri.
The Congress MP said the

Government should “immedi-
ately sack” Mishra” and “ensure
justice is delivered to the fam-
ilies of the victims”.

The Congress and other
Opposition members trooped
into the Well of the House
chanting “we want justice”
“tanashahi nahin chalegi” and
carrying placards “Modi sarkar
Teni ko barkhast karo”.

The issue has been raised
a day after a special investiga-
tion team of the Uttar Pradesh
Police told a local court that the
October 3 incident was a
“planned conspiracy” to kill
farmers. The Lok Sabha pro-
ceedings were disrupted from

the word go with the
Opposition members making
their intentions clear that the
House businesses will not be
allowed. Speaker Om Birla
appealed to the members to
restore order as the House is
also to take up a discussion on
price rise.

The question hour pro-
gressed under the din before
Birla (who did not allow notice
of adjournment motion)
adjourned the House until 2
pm. The bedlam continued in
the House when it resumed
proceedings at 2 pm with
Rajendra Agrawal in the chair.
Amid the ruckus, he said the

Zero Hour submissions can be
made in writing and it will be
considered as recorded.

As Opposition members
continued to stay in the Well of
the House shouting “we want
justice” and carried placards
trying to block the sight of the
members speaking, Agrawal
adjourned the House after its
proceedings had lasted barely
eight minutes.

Outside both the Houses of
Parliament, the Government
sought to dismiss the
Opposition demand for the
dismissal of “Teni” and also hit
out at the Opposition members
for their continuous disruption
of upper House proceedings to
seek revocation of the suspen-
sion of 12 members

“The probe is on under
SC’s directions. Such com-
ments (of Opposition) are
unfounded,” BJP leader in the
Rajya Sabha and Union
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal told reporters.

Continued on Page 2
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Union Minister of State for
Home Ajay Mishra, who is

under pressure to resign over
his son Ashish’s involvement in
the Lakhimpur Kheri violence,
has landed in yet another con-
troversy on Wednesday.

In a video, which went
viral on social media, Mishra is
purportedly seen hurling abuse
at a reporter and calling the
media “chor (thieves)”. Soon
after the video went viral,
Mishra was summoned to New
Delhi. He immediately left for
the national Capital.

The incident occurred out-
side Mother Child Care
Hospital in Lakhimpur dis-
trict, where reporters cornered
Mishra as he inaugurated the
facility’s new oxygen plant.
When a journalist asked him
about the SIT adding charges in
the Lakhimpur Kheri case, the
Minister at once lost his tem-
per and asked the journalist
“Dimag kharab hai?” (Are you
mad?). 

Continued on Page 2
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US President Joe Biden’s
nominee for next envoy to

India has assured American
lawmakers that he would “fully
support the law of the land”
and the implementation of
CAATSA as he underlined that
the waiver provision is part of
the tough law. 

During his confirmation
hearing as US Ambassador to
India on Tuesday, 50-year-old
Eric Michael Garcetti, a close
confidant of President Biden,
also said that the growing
defence trade between India
and the US is one of the major
success stories of the bilateral
relations.

Countering America’s
Adversaries Through Sanctions
Act or CAATSA is a tough US
law which authorises the
administration to impose sanc-
tions on countries that pur-
chase major defence hardware
from Russia in response to
Russia’s annexation of Crimea
in 2014 and its alleged med-
dling in the 2016 US presiden-
tial elections. 

Responding to a question
on enforcement of CAATSA
sanctions on India now that
New Delhi has started receiv-
ing delivery of the S-400 mis-
sile system from Russia,

Garcetti, currently the Mayor of
Los Angeles, said he fully sup-
ports the law of the land and
the implementation of CAAT-
SA as law.

“I don’t want to prejudge
the Secretary’s decision about
sanctions or a waiver. And I do
want to tell the Chairman,
Ranking Member (and) all the
members (of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee).
I do fully support the law of the
land, the implementation of
CAATSA as law here and part
of that is the waiver provision,”
said Garcetti.

In October 2018, India
had signed a USD 5 billion deal
with Russia to buy five units of
the advanced long-range sur-
face-to-air missile defence sys-
tem S-400, notwithstanding
warning from the then Trump
administration that going
ahead with the contract may
trigger US sanctions under
CAATSA. 

Alexander Mikheyev, the
head of Russia’s state-run mil-

itary firm Rosoboronexport,
said last month that Moscow
has started delivery of the
components of the S-400 air
defence missile systems to
India.

Garcetti said, if confirmed,
he would advocate the contin-
ued diversification of India’s
weapons systems, and the
threats to US own weapons sys-
tems.

“If that diversification
doesn’t occur because we have
to protect our data and our sys-
tems,” he said, adding that he
would work towards growing
the India-US Major Defence
Partnership. 

Amid a looming threat of
US sanctions on India over its
procurement of S-400 missile
systems from Russia, India has
said that it takes sovereign
decisions based on threat per-
ception and to keep the armed
forces in a state of readiness to
meet the entire spectrum of
security challenges.

Continued on Page 2
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Washington: Pfizer said
Tuesday that its experimental
pill to treat Covid-19 appears
effective against the omicron
variant. The company also said
full results of its 2,250-person
study confirmed the pill’s
promising early results against
the virus: The drug reduced
combined hospitalizations and
deaths by about 89% among
high-risk adults when taken
shortly after initial Covid-19
symptoms.
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Gorakhpur: Kanhauli village
in Uttar Pradesh's Deoria dis-
trict plunged into mourning
after learning about the death
of IAF Group Captain Varun
Singh.

Group Captain Singh, a
decorated air warrior who was
seriously injured in the chop-
per crash in Tamil Nadu on
December 8, succumbed on
Wednesday at a military hos-
pital in Bengaluru, the IAF said.

He was the lone survivor of
the crash in which Chief of
Defence Staff Gen Bipin Rawat,
his wife Madhulika and 11
armed forces personnel were
killed.

As soon as the death of
Group Captain Singh reached
his native Kanhauli village, it
immersed in grief.

Villagers remembered the
IAF officer as a down to earth

man who would always put his
country first.

Group Captain Singh had
visited the village around five
months ago after attending a
marriage ceremony in
Lucknow. “Bhaiya came to the
village five months ago and I
took him to the farm to show
the crops,” said caretaker of the
officer's house Chandan Gond
with tears in his eyes.

Group Captain Singh's rel-
ative 55-year-old Ram Pratap
Singh said he always talked to
him like a friend.

Sikander Kushwaha of the
village said the IAF officer
would often tell them to put the
country's interests first and
would sing the national anthem
with huge respect.

Rajiv Kumar Singh, 50,
said the officer remained a
fighter till his last breath. PTI
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Kovind said on Wednesday
that Bangladesh has a "special
place" in India's
‘Neighbourhood First' policy as
he met the country's top lead-
ership on the first day of his
three-day maiden State Visit
here, further expanding bilat-
eral ties based on sovereignty,
equality, trust and under-
standing that transcend even a
strategic partnership.
President Kovind, who arrived
here earlier in the day at the
invitation of his counterpart M
Abdul Hamid to attend the
golden jubilee celebrations of
Bangladesh's independence
from Pakistan in 1971, held
delegation-level talks with him
which was followed by a ban-
quet. "President Kovind
@rashtrapatibhvn welcomed
by Bangladesh President HE
Md. Abdul Hamid for their
bilateral meeting at
Bangabhaban. Further expand-

ing bilateral ties based on sov-
ereignty, equality, trust and
understanding that transcend
even a strategic partnership,”
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi tweeted. D u r i n g
his meeting his Hamid,
President Kovind "reiterated
that Bangladesh has a special
place in India's ‘neighbour-
hood first' policy" and said that
India's development partner-
ship with Bangladesh is one of
the most comprehensive and
wide-ranging ones, according
to a statement issued by the
Indian President's office.
"At the same time, our rela-
tionship is mature enough to
handle the most complex of
problems,” he said. Speaking
about trade and connectivity,
President Kovind said that
connectivity forms an impor-
tant pillar of India-Bangladesh
relations. “The two countries
have much to gain from their

geographical proximity,” he
said. Noting that
Bangladesh is one of India's
largest trade partners, he said
that New Delhi looks forward
to a more organised and seam-
less trade between the two
countries.He noted that there
is a lot of scope in partnering
in areas like space, nuclear
technology, defence, pharma-
ceuticals and other advanced
science and technology fields.
He said that a formal
‘Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement' would
give a significant boost to two-
way trade. After the
delegation-level talks, President
Hamid hosted a banquet in his
Indian counterpart's honour at
Bangabhaban Presidential
Palace. Earlier, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina called
on President Kovind and the
two leaders discussed several
issues of mutual interest and
bilateral cooperation.

Both sides reviewed the
progress in the multifaceted
and comprehensive bilateral
ties. The two leaders also
recalled the spirit of the 1971
Liberation War and expressed
satisfaction at the joint cele-
bration of Maitri Diwas on
December 6, Bagchi said.
Foreign Minister Dr A.K.
Abdul Momen separately called
on President Kovind and
"apprised him of the excellent
progress in bilateral coopera-
tion and of future joint projects,
including in the area of con-
nectivity," he said. Briefing
the media later in the evening,
Foreign Secretary Harsh
Vardhan Shringla said
President Kovind's discussion
with Prime Minister Hasina
was “comprehensive encom-
passing many areas of our
multifaceted relationship,
including jointly preserving
the legacy of Bangabandhu
and 1971 war.” "We are

aspirational nations. Today, we
have achieved an incredible
amount of synergies in terms of
connectivity, joint manufac-
turing and cooperation. We
have set the stage for an expo-
nential increase in ties,” he
said. Bangladesh pre-
mier's press secretary Ihsanul
Karim said that President
Kovind told Prime Minister
Hasina that he was very happy
to be part of the celebrations of
three mega events - birth cen-
tenary of Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, Golden Jubilee of
Bangladesh's independence
and diplomatic relationship
between the countries.
Hasina described India as a
“great friend” and recalled the
then Indian government and
people's crucial role during
Bangladesh's War of Liberation
in 1971. "Exchange of visits
between the countries even
amid the COVID-19 situation

is the testimony of warm rela-
tionship between the two coun-
tries," she said, acknowledging
her Indian counterpart
Narendra Modi's “historic and
successful” Bangladesh tour in
March this year when the cel-
ebration of the three events
were opened. H a s i n a
said after the 1965 India-
Pakistan War, when
Bangladesh was Pakistan's east-
ern wing, the commutations
between the two countries
were snapped in various routes
and called for restoring those
routes. She expressed satis-
faction over the ongoing coop-
eration in various areas even in
the current pandemic situation.

Earlier in the day,
President Hamid along with his
wife Rashida Khanam received
President Kovind at Dhaka's
Hazrat Shahjalal International
Airport. He was accorded a red
carpet welcome upon his
arrival. PTI
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The Bombay High Court on
Wednesday rejected a plea by

senior IPS officer Rashmi Shukla
seeking quashing of an FIR reg-
istered by the Mumbai police
under the Official Secrets Act,
1923 in the phone tapping case
and pleading for the transfer of
the case to the CBI.

Holding that there was merit
in the contentions made by the
Mumbai police, a HC division
bench of Justice Nitin M Jamdar
and Justice Sarang V Kotwal
ruled: “... the impugned FIR
prima facie discloses cognisable
offences. Since the FIR disclos-
es a cognisable offence, the
police have a duty to investigate.
No ground is made out to quash

the FIR and to prevent any fur-
ther investigation. The prayer for
transfer of the Investigation to
CBI on the ground that the CBI
is investigating the postings of
the Police Officers is without
merit as both the investigations
are different”.

The petition pertained to an
FIR registered by the police at the
BKC Cyber Police Station on
March 26 based on a complaint
filed by the State Intelligence
Department (SID) against
unknown persons for the alleged
illegal phone tapping and
invoked sections of the Official
Secrets Act, Information
Technology Act and Indian
Telegraph Act.  Before the BKC
police registered an FIR in the
phone tapping case, the then

Maharashtra Chief Secretary
Sitaram Kunte had claimed in a
report submitted to Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray that
“it appears that Ms. Shukla her-
self had leaked the confidential
report (to the former chief min-
ister Devendra  Fadnavis)”.

An IPS officer from 198
batch, Rashmi Shukla is cur-
rently Additional Director
General (ADG) of the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
based in Hyderabad.

“We find merit in the con-
tention of the Respondent – State
that two investigations are two
different. The complaint in the
present FIR is of an unauthorised
leak of the official secret docu-
ments. It may be that the inves-
tigation based on the truth or

veracity of the contents of the
documents will lead to a differ-
ent result. However, it is a dif-
ferent investigation to ascertain
how and whether official secret
documents were leaked

“Even if the contents of the
documents are true and correct,
the illegal leakage of the official
document will still constitute an
offence. Thus, the alleged offence
concerning the illegal handling
of the official confidential doc-
ument is different from the
investigation carried out by the
CBI in respect of FIR dated 21
April 2021. It is separate from the
present FIR, and the outcome of
both the investigation need not
depend on each other,” the two
Judges noted.

In its ruling, the HC bench
held that “the transfers and post-
ings of the Police Officers
referred to in unnumbered para-
graph 5 are linked to the allega-
tion of abuse of official position
by the then Home Minister and
others.”

The HC bench clarified that
its and the earlier orders of this
Court are not to be construed as
unfettered authority to CBI to
inquire into transfers and post-
ings of the Police Officers gen-
erally, which do not reflect upon
the alleged act and conduct
expressly attributed to the then
Home Minister and others. After
clarifying the same, the Division
Bench reiterated that the present
Writ Petition, which was pend-
ing, would be decided on its own
merits.“This division bench has
already made it clear that all
aspects of police transfers are not
handed over to the CBI to inves-
tigate. 
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From Page 1
Asked about the demand

for a discussion, he added,
“Parliamentary rules dictate
that a sub-judice matter is not
discussed (in Parliament).” 

The Leader of the House in
the Rajya Sabha also hit out at
the Opposition members for
their continuous disruption of
the House proceedings to seek
revocation of the suspension of
12 members, who allegedly
attacked marshals and indulged
in “unruly” conduct inside the
chamber in the last 
session.

This shows that the
Opposition parties lack any real
issue to criticize the
Government and are not keen
on raising pro-people matters,
Goyal said.

He sought to say that the
Lok Sabha was scheduled to
discuss the issue of price rise
and the Rajya Sabha the Covid-
19 situation following the out-
break of the Omicron variant
but the Opposition protests
caused adjournments in both
the Houses.

The Union Minister said 12
Opposition members were sus-
pended for damaging the con-
fidence of Parliamentary secu-
rity staff and added that the
suspended MPs also lowered
the Chair’s dignity. They should
tender an apology for their
conduct, he 
said. 
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From Page 1
Minister of State for

Defence Ajay Bhatt, replying to
a question in Lok Sabha on
December 3, said the govern-
ment is aware of all develop-
ments that may impact pro-
curement of defence equip-
ment.

Bhatt said the S-400
missile is a potent system and
India’s air defence capability
will be significantly enhanced
following its induction.

During the confirmation
hearing, Garcetti praised the
increasing defence trade
between the US and India.

“I think it is one of
the great success stories of the
last few decades from zero to
USD 20 billion in procurement,
the intelligence sharing that we
have, the interoperability, the
exercises, the maritime work
that we’re doing,” he said.
India is the only designated
Major Defence Partner of the
United States.

Having concluded
four major defence enabling
agreements since 2016, the
United States and India have
made significant progress as
Major Defence Partners and
America looks forward to fur-
ther increasing information
sharing, bilateral and multilat-
eral exercises, maritime secu-

rity cooperation, liaison officer
exchanges, and logistical coop-
eration.

Responding to ques-
tions related to human rights in
India, Garcetti assured the law-
makers that he would person-
ally be talking to various stake-
holders in India on this 
issue.

“I would not only
just bring it up, but it would not
be something at the end as an
obligation. It will be a core
piece of what I’ll be engaging
my Indian counterparts have
confirmed with,” he said.

“There’s no question
that the US India relationship
should be underpinned by our
common commitment to
democracy, human rights and
to civil society...If confirmed, I
will actively raise these issues.
I’ll raise them with humility. It’s
a two-way street on these, but
I intend to engage directly
with civil society,” he 
said.

“There are groups
that are actively fighting for the
human rights of people on the
ground in India that will get
direct engagement from me.
We know that democracies are
complicated and we can look at
our own and at India’s, but it’s
a cornerstone of our shared val-
ues,” Garcetti said. PTI
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From Page 1
He tried to shut down the

mobile phone of another jour-
nalist who was recording the
incident. 

The viral video shows the
Minister using expletives and
threatening media persons pre-
sent there before walking off.
He referred to journalists as
“chor”. “These people have no
shame. Can’t they see this is a
hospital, so many people are
here,” the MoS can be heard
saying, adding that his son is
innocent and is being framed.
The BJP leader gets into a ver-
bal altercation with a reporter
and in his temper he even
lunges at someone, the video
shows. He eventually leaves in
a huff. Earlier in the day, the
Lok Sabha proceedings were
adjourned till Thursday as the
Opposition members raised
slogans and waved placards
demanding the sacking of
Mishra. 

In Lucknow also, both
Samajwadi Party and Congress
staged a dharna outside the
State Assembly demanding
immediate removal Mishra.
On Tuesday, a court allowed
the SIT probing the Lakhimpur
Kheri violence to add the
charge of attempt to murder in
the FIR against the accused,
including the Minister’s son,
after the inquiry team said it
was a “pre-planned conspiracy”.
The UP Government’s SIT
probing the Lakhimpur Kheri
violence said in a court sub-
mission on Tuesday that the
violence was the outcome of a
“planned conspiracy” and not
a result of criminal negligence
as claimed earlier. During the
hearing, the magistrate agreed
to replace lesser charges like
causing death by negligence
with the more serious one of an
attempt to murder (section
307) against Ashish Mishra
and others in connection with
the death of eight people,
including four farmers, in
Lakhimpur Kheri on October
3. The FIR against all the
accused already mentions IPC
sections 302 (murder), 147
(rioting), 148 (rioting, armed
with a deadly weapon), 149
(every member of unlawful
assembly guilty of the offence
committed in prosecution of
common object) and 120B
(criminal conspiracy).

The SIT had urged the
chief judicial magistrate to
replace IPC sections 279 (rash
driving/riding), 338 (causing
grievous injuries by negligence)
and 304A (causing death by a
rash and negligent act) with
IPC section 307 (attempt to
murder) among others. It also
recommended the promulga-
tion of IPC sections 326 (vol-
untarily causing injuries by
dangerous weapons), 34 (acts
by several persons with com-
mon intentions) and sections
3/25/30 of the Arms Act in
warrants of the 13 accused.

The violence in Lakhimpur
Kheri’s Tikunia broke out when
a group of farmers was protest-
ing the visit of Uttar Pradesh
Deputy Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya to Union
Minister Mishra’s native place
and it left four farmers, a local
journalist, two BJP workers
and a driver dead and several
injured.
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From Page 1
Suresh had in the past allegedly organ-

ised an attack on noted lawyer and NCP
leader Majeed Memon. He had also alleged-
ly threatened current State Minister and NCP
leader Jitendra Awhad and Omie Kalani, son
of Pappu Kalani from Ulhasnagar. Over the
years, he had been threatening and extorting
money from hoteliers, builders and politi-
cians.     

Suresh is the third notorious gangster to
have been deported during the last three
years. Earlier, Ravi Pujari and Ejaz Lakdawala
were extradited from abroad in 2020, Once
he is remanded to judicial custody in the com-
ing days, Suresh will be lodged at the high-
security Arthur Road prison, where under
trial-gangsters and terrorists are kept nor-
mally.

��������---
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Communist Party of India State Secretary
Dr Girish took a jibe at Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, saying saving criminals and
taking a dip in the Ganga to wash sin would
not work now.

“If PM Modi wants to save his party from
public ire, then he would have to remove
Union Minister of State for Home Ajay
Mishra Teni whose name has surfaced in the
Lakhimpur Kheri case,” he said.

Girish alleged that the Union minister
hatched a conspiracy to murder of farmers
and used his ministerial power to destroy the
evidence against him and his son.
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With municipal elections round the corner
in the national Capital, Delhi Congress

seems to be struggling with internal disputes as
more than 50 senior leaders have left the party
within the span of the last six months. While
scores of senior party leaders including party’s
vice-presidents are not happy alleging ‘ignorance’
from party Delhi unit president Anil Kumar
while framing the party’s strategy.

A senior party leader said that many such
leaders are not even invited in any decision mak-
ing process and the ignorance is certainly going
to have a huge impact on upcoming municipal
elections.

At the time when the ruling BJP is facing
wrath of the people after it failed to deliver in
the last 15 years, the Congress has an opportu-
nity to gain the ground but the internal disputes
will harm the possibility of success to great
extent.

Recently, in a meeting held at Pradesh
Congress Committee, it was decided that party’s
senior leaders including four terms MLA and
former secretary in AICC for 10 years Jaikishan,
Shivani Chopra, Ali Mehndi, Mudit Agarwal and
Abhishek dutt was given authority of some of
the departments but still all the affairs are decid-
ed by party president alone, he said.

This was the reason, he said “Party’s ‘Pol
Khol Yatra’ failed to garner support of the pub-
lic as the campaign was not supported and coor-
dinated by leaders at district level. The attempts
to reach out to the people were scattered due to

lack of coordination among the party leaders.
The Congress has divided into a fraction and

it will cost the party’s chances of winning seats
in municipal elections,” a senior party func-
tionary said. According to sources in the party
even one of the vice- presidents has written to
the top leadership expressing displeasure over
the functioning of the party in the leadership of
party Delhi unit president Anil Kumar.

Five-time municipal councillor and senior
Congress leader Mukesh Goel joined the AAP
along with about a dozen office-bearers of the
Congress, including two-time former council-
lor Parma Bhai Solanki. Party sitting councilor
and Karawal Nagar Mahila district president
Amarlata Sangwan also left the party to join the
BJP.

The BJP had emerged as the clear winner
in the last Municipal Corporation elections win-
ning 184 seats. The AAP came a distant second
with just 46 seats in all the three Delhi munic-
ipal corporations, while the Congress could just
manage to win 30 seats and others got 10 seats.

New Delhi: The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday refused to entertain a PIL
seeking a direction to NCERT to remove
and rectify its Class 12 history textbook
which states that grants were issued dur-
ing the reign of Shah Jahan and Aurangzeb
for repairing temples destroyed during
wars.

A bench of Chief Justice D N Patel
and Justice Jyoti Singh said it would
impose costs and asked if the petitioners,
who claimed to be “hardworking and sin-
cere students”, wanted the court to review
the policies of the Mughal rulers by way
of its “so-called PIL”.

“You are saying you have a problem
that Shah Jahan and Aurangzeb had no
such policy for giving the grants for tem-
ple repair etc? ...You want us to decide
about the policies of Shah Jahan and
Aurangzeb? The high court will decide?”
the bench questioned.

The court remarked that the petition
was wasting judicial time and subsequently
allowed the petitioners to unconditional-
ly withdraw the plea.

The petitioners Sanjeev Vikal and
Dapinder Singh Virk claimed that the
NCERT has no record or information
regarding the content being taught to stu-
dents and wrongly projected the acts of the
Mughals.

“Para 2 to page 234 of the 'Themes

in Indian History Part 2' textbook, was
published without any valid source of
information and was inserted just to glo-
rify the reign of Mughal Emperors Shah
Jahan and Aurangzeb,” the petition stat-
ed.

“It is well known fact that most
of the Mughals emperors levied heavy
taxes upon the performance of the reli-
gious ceremony and pilgrim tours from
the people who belong to Hindu religion.
It is not a new fact that the Mughal
Emperors also compelled the non-Muslim
people to get converted to Islamic religion,”
it added.

The petitioners claimed that they even
filed an RTI application before the pub-
lic information officer of NCERT who stat-
ed that no information was available in
their files with respect to the “source from
which NCERT concluded” the statement
in question. PTI 

New Delhi: Jamia Millia Islamia vice-chancellor Najma Akhtar
said on Wednesday that the A++ ranking in the National
Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) review was a
result of the team effort and despite the Covid pandemic, the uni-
versity was prepared for the assessment.

The grading provided by the council is crucial for funds and
grants allotted to a varsity by the University Grants Commission
(UGC).

Jamia Millia Islamia has got a cumulative grade point aver-
age (CGPA) of 3.61. The CGPA for A++ accreditation is between
3.51 and 4.

Jamia Millia Islamia had been ranked A in the first cycle of
NAAC review in 2015.

"We were expecting  it. The NAAC happens every five years
and we should remain good in those five years. Our university
was also affected by Covid and we found a way to prepare our-
selves. We kept in mind the NAAC parameters, including eval-
uation,  governance, research infrastructure etc," she told
reporters.  The NAAC team visited the campus from December
6 to December 8.

Akhtar said 70 per cent of the assessment is based on what
the university sends about its projects and initiatives to the NAAC,
while 30 per cent is based on the NAAC team's visit.

"Everyone worked really hard. They got trained how to teach
online. It reflects our sheer hard work. If you work hard,  you
will still get this ranking even if you are a minority university,"
she said.

Akhtar added that the ranking is not only a confidence boost-
er for Jamia Millia Islamia but also for other universities. 

Apart from Jamia Millia Islamia, Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) and IGNOU have received the A++ grading,
she said. "We do not have competition with JNU which has
mostly masters and PhD programmes. IGNOU is a different uni-
versity in character. We offer Bachelors, masters, diploma and
PhD programmes and ours is a multi faculty university," she
added.

For the NAAC visit, the university had constituted an IQAC
team headed by professor Shafeeque Ansari, who passed away
during the pandemic, she said. PTI
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Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia on

Wednesday launched the
theme song of a play based on
the life of Babasaheb Bhimrao
Ambedkar which would be
organised at the Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium on January 5.

Sisodia said, “Babasaheb
laid the foundation of modern
India. This play is an effort to
express our gratitude towards
Babasaheb's contribution
towards the county in this
75th year of independence.
Today, we are launching the
theme song of the play with
Indian Ocean band,” Sisodia
said while launching the song
at the Specialised School of
Excellence at Kalkaji.

The duration of the song is
5.30 minutes.

Indian Ocean band mem-
bers performed the song which
goes as “Jab tak Jan Gan Man
ka maan rahega, jab tak ye
samvidhan rahega, Jab tak hin-
dustan rahega…Babasaheb ka

naam rahega”.
He added that there is a

tradition to express gratitude
towards legends through big
plays or arts in foreign coun-
tries but such a big stage play
was never organised in India
before this. “This tradition is
being started in India by the
Arvind Kejriwal Government.
This play will be very grand
and free for all. I appeal every-
one to come and watch it,”
Sisodia said.

Earlier this month, paying
tributes to Ambedkar on his
death anniversary, Chief
Minister Kejriwal had
announced that an interna-
tional level stage play based on
the life of Babasaheb
Ambedkar will be organised at
the JLN Stadium on January 5.

He had said the play will be
staged by well-known actors
with international level pro-
duction.

He also had said there will
be 50 shows of the play on a
100 feet long stage.

On this occasion, Indian

Ocean Band artist Rahul Ram
said that such a grand event is
being organised in Delhi for the
first time based on the life of
Babasaheb. The entire team of
Indian Ocean Band thanks the
Delhi Government for this
opportunity.

Music composer Amit
Kilam said that youth have a
unique enthusiasm for music.
Music is a very powerful tool
to get any message across to
everyone. 

We are very happy that by
joining this campaign of the
Delhi Government, we will
work to spread Dr. Ambedkar’s
message of equality, harmony
and brotherhood to the people
through music.

Himanshu Joshi, another
member of the Indian Ocean
band, said that our song
"Bhimachi Jai" is a tribute to Dr.
Ambedkar, one of the founders
of the country, the father of
modern India, the father of the
Indian Constitution and the
greatest proponent of the fight
for equality for the oppressed.
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The Delhi Airport has completed
the expansion work of first phase

of smart Apron of Terminal 1, Delhi
International Airport Limited
(DIAL) spokesperson said on
Wednesday.

In the first phase, 19 out of 82
Code C stands have been con-
structed, and all of them have
become operational after statutory
approval from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA).
With this, the total number of park-
ing stands on the T1 Apron would
increase from 55 (prior to com-
mencement of Phase 3A works) to
82, including 22 contact stands and
8 MARS stands (which can cater to
both Code C and Code E
aircraft).

According to DIAL officials, the
new apron would help reduce air
traffic congestion on the airside. “The
creation of new contact stands would
lead to reduction in the number of
Ground Support Equipment (GSE).
This will ensure faster aircraft turn-
around time and improve safety in
the Apron area, resulting in improved
operational efficiency on the airside,”
the official said.

I. Prabhakara Rao, Deputy
Managing Director, GMR Group,

said “The completion of the first
phase of works for the expansion of
T1’s new smart Apron is another step
towards enhancing the infrastructure
and passenger experience 
at Delhi Airport to make it future-
ready. 

The new smart apron will not
only facilitate improved passenger
experience by improving opera-
tional efficiency and safety on the air-
side, but also contribute towards sig-
nificantly reducing harmful CO2
emissions, underlining DIAL’s com-
mitment to environment-friendly
outcomes and initiatives. Post com-
pletion of Phase 3A Expansion
Works, the passenger handling
capacity of Delhi Airport would
increase to 100 million passengers
per annum (MPPA) and the airside
capacity will be enhanced to handle
140 MPPA.”
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The Delhi Police on
Wednesday signed a mem-

orandum of understanding
(MoU) with the National Law
University (NLU) for training
of officers and investigators.

"The Delhi Police and
National Law University (NLU)
have joined hands to evolve and
impart comprehensive legal
education at all levels of basic
police training," said Chinmoy
Biswal, the spokesperson of
Delhi Police 

According to the state-
ment issued by the police, the
partnership aims to dissemi-
nate legal knowledge and
processes among police per-
sonnel and to make them aware
about their role in national
development through short-
term courses, lectures, semi-
nars, workshops and confer-
ences. 

Delhi Police
Commissioner Rakesh Asthana
said, “Seventy per cent of our
battle in investigation is fought
in the court of law and strong
legal foundation is very signif-
icant for securing conviction in
any case.  Keeping this in
mind, investigation has been
separated from other law and
order duties and a separate
wing has been dedicated for
this at police station level.” 

The NLU has designed the

module of legal subjects for
Delhi Police officers inducted
at different levels i.e. DANIPS
officers, sub inspectors etc.
Till now various courses on law
and legal provisions for the
recruits were being conducted
with the help of police officers,
public prosecutors and other
private law experts, as per
statement.

The law module is
designed to provide inputs to
Delhi Police officers with
dynamic and complex prob-
lems in law related matters. The
programmes include relevant
law-oriented learning for police
officials through case studies,
role plays and other practical
methods, the statement 
stated. 

The statement said that
the NLU faculty will undertake
courses on the Constitution of

India, Code of Criminal
Procedures, Indian Evidence
Act, Indian Penal Code and
important Minor Acts like
POCSO, Arms Act, JJ Act,
NDPS Act, I.T. Act, MCOCA
etc. 

Besides designing basic
legal training for DANIPs offi-
cers & Sub Inspectors, NLU
will also conduct promotion
courses for ASIs/SIs and
Refresher courses for in-service
officers. E-learning modules
have also been designed on rel-
evant law related subjects, it
said. 

The National Law
University, Delhi is located in
Dwarka and is one of the most
prestigious national law schools
in the country. Established in
2008, it is offering academic
courses at the undergraduate
and postgraduate levels.
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Just a few days after recording
improved air quality, Delhi’s

air quality index (AQI)
returned to a very poor cate-
gory on Wednesday morning.
According to the Centre-run
System of Air Quality and
Weather Forecasting And
Research (SAFAR), the overall
Air Quality Index (AQI) of
Delhi in the morning was
recorded at 346.

The AQI of Delhi's neigh-
bouring region Noida also
slipped into the very poor cat-
egory with the AQI 344.

According to SAFAR’s
short range air quality weath-
er forecast, shallow foggy con-
ditions are likely to keep AQI
poor for next 2 days. “On 16th
air quality is going to improve
and from 17th onwards signif-
icant improvement is likely
due to high wind speeds that
keeps AQI within ‘poor’ or
‘lower end of very poor’ cate-
gory,” it added.

Meanwhile, Gurugram's
air quality has also declined
from moderate to poor cate-
gory with the AQI at 246. The
air quality in the capital mar-
ginally improved and moved to
the 'poor' category from 'very
poor' on Sunday. The AQI on
Monday was recorded at 256 in
'poor' category.

Notably, an AQI of 0-50
indicates acceptable air quali-

ty, 51-100 indicates satisfacto-
ry air quality, 101-200 indicates
moderate air quality, 201-300
indicates poor air quality, 301-
400 indicates very bad air qual-
ity and 401-500 indicates
severe/hazardous air quality.
The SAFAR had earlier pre-
dicted an improvement in the
air quality from November 21,
however, the sudden drop in
temperature has now affected
Delhi air quality negatively.
SAFAR has issued an advisory
to avoid outdoor physical activ-
ity and prolonged exertion in
view of the poor air quality.

Delhi government has
started bus service for its
employees from 14 sites to the
Secretariat, officials said, in
response to the city's deterio-
rating winter air quality.
To boost public transportation
and reduce air pollution, the
Government is also running
roughly 700 more buses on var-
ious routes under the
'Paryawaran Sewa' 
programme.

Gurugram: South Korean
automobile major Hyundai
Motor India Ltd (HMIL)on
Wednesday kicked off ‘The
Drive Within’ campaign and
signed a Memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with
four Indian Women Cricketers
at Hyundai headquarters in
Gurugram.

Hyundai has entered into
an exclusive one-year associa-
tion with Smriti Mandhana,
Jemima Rodrigues, Taniya
Bhatia and Shafali Verma as
Brand Ambassadors to high-
light and celebrate
their contribution to Indian

cricket.
The event was attended

also by Smriti Mandhana, Vice-
Captain of Indian Women’s
Cricket Team, Jemima
Rodrigues, Taniya Bhatia and
Shafali Verma.

Commenting on the MoU

signing, Seon Seob Kim, MD &
CEO, HMIL, said, “We are
glad to announce an associa-
tion with truly inspiring play-
ers in Indian Women Cricket.
The grit & spirit shown by
these sportswomen will
become a role model for the
entire nation. We are proud to
announce them as Brand
Ambassadors for taking the
Hyundai spirit forward. This

association with India’s top
women cricketers signifies
Hyundai’s commitment
towards enabling women youth
power that defines the new age
India.”

He said Hyundai is cele-
brating the spirit of Indian
women cricketers setting new
benchmarks and inspiring mil-
lions with ‘The Drive Within’
campaign. 

��	������	��	������
��	#�5	��
�������%	�������	��	��
�	6
�
��
���
�%-��	���	)�7�(	�����

./	��#	��������	����
������	����������!	��
��!��	�������(	�������!	.

�����	��	������	�������
 ���*������������	���

0������	�����	)����	�
�	��1
#���	2	)�����	#����	����%����	

3� �	!������	'��������	����	��

��!�������
	��������	�����%���	!���

)��	
���
D�����	
�����-
������
��
B"��	
,����
����(��	
��
������(

��!��	��!���	�
�	��1	#���
"&1	���	�������
	��	�������	

�44	���%��
	��	"��5
�� ��#	�	���!�	��	����
������6	��	�����	�75

0���
(��
����(
�����(
�C��	
��,,��(
���,E
2����
������
�����-
�������
���
����
�����	
New Delhi: For a couple from Uttar Pradesh a fun-
filled trip to the national Capital for shopping for
their daughter's sixth birthday turned into a har-
rowing experience after she got lost in the
crowded and cramped Chandni Chowk market. 

With bags of clothes and birthday decorations,
the girl's parents went shop to shop enquiring
about their daughter, finally reaching a police post
where they sought help.

"They were tense and in tears. We deployed
our local network to find the girl and after a two-
hour search, we finally traced her," said Head
Constable Bharat recalling the December 7 inci-
dent.

It was difficult to locate her amid the huge
rush of shoppers, but not impossible, said Bharat,
who is in touch with the family who celebrated
the girl's birthday on Wednesday.

"They had invited me and my colleagues to
attend her birthday party, but “we have our duties
here," said the head constable, who plans to visit
the family in Uttar Pradesh's Kondri village soon
along with his team from the Lahori Gate police
station. The details of the girl were sent on
WhatsApp groups, comprising shopkeepers,
police personnel and local institutions, he said,
adding that the girl was found by members of the
Shish Ganj Gurudwara in Chandni Chowk.

New Delhi: The Delhi High
Court has called for creation of
a national database of societies
whose access would be provid-
ed to all the registrars across the
country to check for existing
registered societies and granti-
ng registrations to new ones.

The high court said it
appeared that the Registrar of
Societies itself, as an authority,
is under confusion as to whether
it has the power to cancel reg-
istrations or not, which is
reflected in differing stands
that it takes in various writ peti-
tions.

Justice Prathiba M Singh
said the court was of the view
that there is an imminent need
to consider amendments in the
Societies Registration Act, 1860,
as it applies to

Delhi, for including provisions
to safeguard the rights of third
parties who may have griev-
ances with the grant of regis-
tration to a particular society.

The high court said the
Registrar of Societies also ought
to be an authority which exer-
cises the responsibility of grant-
ing registrations to a society
after at least doing a basic check
as to whether a society with an
identical/ similar name exists or
not.

“For this purpose, a nation-
al database of societies may have
to be created and access of the
same would have to be provid-
ed to all the Registrars across the
country, to check for existing
Registered Societies, while
granting registrations to new
ones,” the court said. PTI

New Delhi: A 36-year-old man
was killed after he was acci-
dentally knocked down by a
truck in north Delhi's Burari
area on Tuesday night, police
said. 

The truck driver has been
arrested, they said. 

Mahender Kumar, a resi-
dent of Tikri Khurd in Narela,
was en route to his house on his
motorcycle after visiting a rel-
ative when he came under the
truck at around 10.45 pm. 

He was driving a cab for a
living, they said on Wednesday.
According to a senior police
officer, the truck driver Ram
Prakash (47), a native of Uttar
Pradesh, took the Burari fly-
over here only to realise that he
was on the wrong road and
hence moved his vehicle back-
wards.  PTI
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed the

State Election Commission
(SEC) of Maharashtra to noti-
fy 27 per cent seats in the local
body, which were reserved for
the Other Backward Classes
(OBCs), as general category so
that the poll process can be
taken forward. 

The apex court had on
December 6 stayed till further
orders the local body election
in Maharashtra on seats
reserved for the OBCs and had
made it clear that the poll
process for the other seats
would continue. 

A bench of Justices AM
Khanwilkar and CT
Ravikumar, which was hearing
an application filed by
Maharashtra Government
seeking modification of the
last week order, directed the
SEC to issue fresh notification
for the 27 per cent seats with-
in a week. 

“In other words, the SEC
must immediately issue fresh
notification for the 27 per cent
seats, reserved for OBC, as gen-
eral category and initiate elec-
tion process for these seats
along with the election process,
already on its way for the
remaining 73 per cent of seats,
in the concerned local body,”

the bench said. 
The bench said it is not

possible to countenance the
arguments that without com-
plying with the triple test,
which is required to be fol-
lowed before provisioning such
reservation for OBC category,
the state authority or SEC can
be permitted to notify the seats
for OBC in any local bodies.  

The apex court had passed
the order last week while hear-
ing two pleas, including the one
assailing the provisions insert-
ed/amended through an
Ordinance permitting reserva-

tion for the category of back-
ward class of citizens up to 27
per cent uniformly throughout
Maharashtra in the concerned
local bodies. 

In its order passed on
Wednesday, the bench said
there is no reason to modify the
December 6 order in that
regard. Apex court however,
said the hiatus cannot be con-
tinued for an indefinite period. 

“As has been ordered in the
case of … we would follow the
same route by directing the
state authority and the SEC to
treat the notification issued
for reservation for OBC as
non-est in every local body, in
which election are already noti-
fied, and to re-notify those seats
for general category so that
election to those seats can also
be taken forward as per law
along with the election of
remaining 73 per cent seats, on
which the process is already on
its way,” the bench said. 

The top court said that SEC
must declare the result of both
the elections on the same day
local body wise. SC said this
direction would apply even to
the by-elections of the con-
cerned local bodies. It said the
SEC’s counsel wanted clarifi-
cation as to whether these
directions would apply in this
election or should govern
future poll also.
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The Supreme
Court on

We d n e s d a y
granted protec-
tion from arrest
to businessman
Raj Kundra in
c o n n e c t i o n
with an FIR
registered against him for allegedly distributing
pornographic videos. 

In July this year, Kundra, who is married to
actor Shilpa Shetty, was arrested by Mumbai
Police in another case where he was accused of
distributing porn films through an app. He was
granted bail in September. 

A bench of justices Vineet Saran and
Aniruddha Bose on Wednesday issued notice to
the Maharashtra Government on an appeal
filed by Kundra against a Bombay High Court
order rejecting his anticipatory bail.  The apex
court sought the State Government’s reply with-
in four weeks in connection with the FIR filed
by the cyber cell of the Mumbai Police. 

Kundra had been booked under relevant sec-
tions of the Indian Penal Code, Indecent
Representation of Women (Prevention) Act and
Information Technology Act for allegedly dis-
tributing/ transmitting sexually explicit videos.

Fearing arrest, Kundra first sought antici-
patory bail from the sessions court, but it was
refused, so he moved the HC, claiming that he
had been framed. The High Court also rejected
his anticipatory bail application on November 25.
The FIR named actors Sherlyn Chopra and
Poonam Pandey as co-accused.
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday dismissed a plea by

Bajaj Auto against AAP
Government’s decision to issue 4,261
new permits only to e-autos, saying
Delhi residents are badly affected by
air pollution, a part of which is con-
tributed by vehicles. The top court
said even though CNG auto rick-
shaws are BS-VI compliant, there is
still some carbon emission. 

A bench headed by Justice L
Nageswara Rao said the advertise-
ment issued by the Delhi
Government inviting applications
for e-autorickshaws cannot be said
to be arbitrary as it is in conformi-
ty with FAME-II scheme and the
Electric Vehicle policy 2020.

“Residents of Delhi are badly affect-
ed by the air pollution, undoubtedly
a part of which is contributed by
vehicles. Even though CNG autos
are BS-VI compliant, there is still
some carbon emission. 

“We also do not agree that the
fundamental right of the applicant
(Bajaj Auto) is violated.
Amendment to Motor Vehicles Act
cannot be read to mean that addi-
tion of e-autos on the road can be
done over and above one lakh
autos,” the bench also comprising
Justices BR Gavai and BV
Nagarathna said. The Delhi
Government opposed the plea filed
by Bajaj Auto on the ground that
CNG auto rickshaws cannot be
compared to e-autos. 

It said there is a proposal to

switch to electric vehicles with a view
to decarbonise the transport sector.
The AAP Government also referred
to the FAME-II scheme of the Centre
and electric vehicle policy 2020.
92,000 CNG autorickshaws have

already been registered in Delhi
and there is a continuous process of
replacement of old CNG auto rick-
shaws, Delhi government said. 

Advocate ADN Rao, who is
amicus curiae in the case, submit-
ted that the application deserves to
be dismissed as amendment made
to motor vehicles act and central
motor vehicle rules only relates to
payment of registration fees.  The
Transport department of Delhi
government had invited online
applications for registration of 4,261
new permits for e-autorickshaws. 

Bajaj Auto had moved the apex
court with the claim that the adver-
tisement was arbitrary and dis-
criminatory to manufacturers of
existing CNG three-seater autorick-
shaws (TSR).
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The Union Cabinet on Wednesday
approved Rs 76,000-crore policy

boost for semiconductor and display
manufacturing ecosystem in the coun-
try in a bid to position India as a glob-
al hub for hi-tech production. 

The Cabinet also approved reim-
bursement of Rs 1,300 crore on dig-
ital transactions using UPI and
RuPay debit cards, Electronics and
IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said that the Cabinet’s decision on
semiconductors will encourage
research and innovation in the sec-
tor and also boost manufacturing,
strengthening the “Aatmanirbhar
Bharat” programme. Modi tweeted,
“Today’s Cabinet decision on semi-
conductors will encourage research
and innovation in the sector. It will
also boost manufacturing and thus
strengthen the dream of an
Aatmanirbhar Bharat.” 

Announcing the decision of the
Cabinet, Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw observed that electronics
plays an important role in everyday
life, and semiconductor chips form
a crucial part of electronics.
Outlining the details of the scheme,
he said the Rs 76,000 crore pro-
gramme has been approved for the
development of semiconductors and
display manufacturing ecosystem. 

The scheme is expected to usher
in a new era in electronics manu-

facturing by providing a globally
competitive incentive package to
companies in semiconductors and
display manufacturing as well as
design. It will strengthen India’s
technological prowess in these areas
of strategic importance and eco-
nomic self-reliance. The programme
will give an impetus to semicon-
ductor and display manufacturing by
facilitating capital support and tech-
nological collaborations.

The scheme for setting up of
semiconductor fabs and display fabs
in India will extend fiscal support of
up to 50 per cent of project cost to
eligible applicants. The Centre will
work closely with the state govern-
ments on high-tech clusters with req-

uisite infrastructure in terms of
land, semiconductor grade water,
power, logistics and research ecosys-
tem, to approve applications for
setting up at least two greenfield
semiconductor fabs and two display
fabs in the country.  At least 15 such
units of compound semiconductors
and semiconductor packaging are
expected to be established with gov-
ernment support under this scheme. 

Detailing the decision on UPI
payments, the Minister said the
Government will reimburse trans-
action charges levied on digital pay-
ments made by persons to the mer-
chant as part of the merchant dis-
count rate (MDR).

“In the coming one year...The
Government will invest around Rs
1,300 crore so that more and more
people move towards digital pay-
ments,” Vaishnaw said. He also said
that 423 crore digital transactions
valued at Rs 7.56 lakh crore took
place in November.
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The CBI on Wednesday said it has arrested a Chief
Engineer (Electrical), a Deputy Chief Electrical

Engineer of Northeast Frontier Railway, a director of a
private company and his employee in an on-going inves-
tigation of bribery case and recovered Rs 2.19 crore in
cash and property documents during searches.

The arrested accused are — Chief Engineer
(Electrical) VK Upadhyay, Deputy Chief Engineer, Ranjit
Kumar Borah of Northeast Frontier Railway, Maligaon,
Guwahati, Director Patna-based Sun Shine Devices
Private Limited, Chintan Jain and his employee Niraj
Kumar, the agency said.

Searches were conducted at nine locations includ-
ing Guwahati, Patna and Noida among others at the
premises of the accused which led to recovery of a total
cash of Rs. 2.19 crore and several incriminating docu-
ments, it said.

Out of this, cash of Rs. 2.13 crore along with details
of three flats in Noida were found at the premises of Chief
Engineer (Electrical). Likewise, cash of Rs 6 lakh along
with details of six flats in the name of Deputy Chief

Engineer and his family members, including at
Guwahati, were found at his premises, it added.

The case was registered on December 14 against
Borah, Jain and Kumar besides other unknown public
servants and private persons.

It was alleged that during his stint in NFR, Borah
had obtained two immovable properties in the form of
benami flats as alleged illegal gratification from Jain

It was further alleged that the accused demanded
a bribe of Rs 2.10 crore from the private persons in lieu
of the two benami flats for extending undue benefits to
him in the past and also assured to extend undue favour
in future as well.

It was also alleged that Jain started transferring the
bribe money to the public servant in installments.

The CBI laid a trap and apprehended Borah and
Kumar as soon as the bribe amount of Rs 15 lakh was
exchanged between them.

During investigation, the role of the Chief Engineer
also allegedly surfaced in the case and he was also appre-
hended. The arrested accused persons are being pro-
duced before the Competent Court at Guwahati and fur-
ther Investigation is continuing, it added.
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ABJP MP on Wednesday
compared the Opposition

members protesting in the
Rajya Sabha with “Omicron”,
alleging that they were a threat
to democracy, and asked them
to take the “Modi vaccine” to
protect themselves from the
new coronavirus variant.

Participating in a short-
duration discussion on the sit-
uation arising out of the
Omicron variant of the coron-
avirus in the Upper House of
Parliament, BJP MP Shiv
Pratap Shukla alleged that the
Opposition members were
running away from the debate
as they did not want to recog-
nise the efforts of the
Government in controlling the
spread of the virus.

He also urged them to fol-
low social distancing norms
and wear masks while protest-
ing in the Well of the House.

Shukla asked the protesting
members to take the vaccine
against Covid-19 which, he
said, the opposition had earli-
er dubbed as “Modi vaccine” or
“BJP vaccine”.

“We all are discussing
Omicron and Omicron is
standing right before us,”
Shukla said, pointing towards
the opposition members. “I
feel that there cannot be a big-
ger Omicron than this, which
is not allowing Parliament to
function. That is why there is
a danger to democracy in
Parliament because of these
Omicrons. These Omicrons
are not becoming silent even
when the Chair is making
efforts,” he said, again pointing
towards the protesting
Opposition members.

The Opposition members
objected to his remarks, 
with Manoj Kumar Jha of the
RJD saying he has no right to
speak so.
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Former Twitter India head Manish
Maheshwari has left the company to

work on an education engineering venture.
Maheshwari, who had been transferred to
the US in August this year, shared the
development on a tweet.

“After close to three years, I am leav-
ing Twitter to dedicate myself to #educa-
tion and #teaching.  While it is with a
heavy heart that I leave Twitter, I am excit-
ed about the impact that can be created
globally through education,” he tweeted.

Maheshwari said he is partnering
with Tanay Pratap, who has worked as a
Senior Software Engineer with
Microsoft.”We will start by imparting
employability training via a virtually
immersive platform, which we are calling
#Metaversity,” Maheshwari noted.

In a series of tweets, Maheshwari high-
lighted how Covid-19 has fundamentally
changed not only the skills needed to be
successful in the new economy but also
how those skills are imparted, and the role
technology — particularly metaverse —
can play.

“#Education is very close to my heart.
I have been a teacher since high school

while growing up in a middle-class house-
hold in India’s hinterland. Even at
Wharton, I paid for my education by being
a teaching assistant. This is an opportu-
nity to go back to my roots,” he said.

The US-based microblogging platform
- which has an estimated 1.75 crore users
in India — had courted controversy ear-
lier this year over the new social media
rules, and the Indian Government had
confronted Twitter over deliberate defiance
and failure to comply with the IT rules,
despite repeated reminders.

Twitter had also faced flak for its var-
ious actions taken on tweets and accounts
of high-profile users. In June, an FIR was
registered against Maheshwari and some
others in connection with a probe relat-
ed to a video of an alleged hate crime that
went viral on social media.
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About four in ten Covid-19
cases are asymptomatic,

according to a new study con-
ducted by a team from Beijing’s
Peking University which included
95 studies conducted on three dif-
ferent continents, representing
almost 30 million people who
were tested for Covid.

Overall, about 40 per cent of
Covid patients in the analysis had
asymptomatic cases. The
researchers defined an asympto-
matic case as a person who tested
positive on a PCR test — consid-
ered to be the gold standard for
Covid testing — while not feeling
any symptoms at the time.

For some sub-groups, like preg-
nant women and travelers on air-
planes and cruises, the figure was
about 50 per cent. The researchers
also used 77 out of the 95 studies to
estimate the number of Covid cases
that occurred without symptoms.

Those studies included about
20,000 Covid cases in total, of which

40.5 per cent were asymptomatic.
The study shows that many

people who may feel fine are still
at risk of spreading the virus, and
demonstrates the importance of
widely available Covid testing,
particularly for travelers.

The study found that certain
populations, such as air and cruise
travelers and pregnant women,
were more likely to be asympto-
matic than the overall population.
The study found that certain pop-
ulations, such as air and cruise trav-
elers and pregnant women, were
more likely to be asymptomatic
than the overall population.

Covid cases can range from
severe symptoms that land patients
in the hospital — to mild, cold-like

symptoms, or no symptoms at all.
Asymptomatic cases may help

the coronavirus spread from per-
son to person, because people can
carry it without realising they’re
sick. Such cases distinguish the
novel coronavirus from past SARS
viruses, which typically don’t
spread without symptoms.

The new study on asympto-
matic Covid infection suggests
that they may be even more com-
mon than previously thought.

Researchers compiled and ana-
lyzed data from a number of stud-
ies focused on asymptomatic cases.

The analysis was published in
JAMA Network Open. It included
95 scientific studies in total, includ-
ing 35 done in Europe, 32 in
North America, and 25 in Asia.

Overall, the 95 studies includ-
ed 29.8 million individuals who were
tested for the virus. Among the pop-
ulation, 11,500 had asymptomatic
Covid infections — about 0.25 per
cent. Certain populations had high-
er numbers of asymptomatic Covid
cases, the researchers found.
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The United Nations
Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) on Wednesday
added West Bengal’s largest
annual festival, the Durga Puja,
to its “Representative List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage
of Humanity”.

The decision to inscribe
“Durga puja in Kolkata” in the
list was taken on Wednesday, the
second day of the 16th session
of the intergovernmental com-
mittee, which is being held in
Paris from December 13 to 18.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi took to twitter to laud the
moment saying, “A matter of
great pride and joy for every
Indian! Durga Puja highlights
the best of our traditions and
ethos. And, Kolkata’s Durga
Puja is an experience everyone
must have.”

G Kishan Reddy, Union
Minister For Culture, Tourism
And Development Of North

Eastern Region (DoNER) said,
“Representative List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity. This is a recognition
of the confluence of our rich
heritage, culture, rituals & prac-
tices and a celebration of the
feminine divinity & the spirit of
womanhood. Jai Maa Durga!”

“The festival was particu-
larly praised for its all-inclusive
approach cutting across barri-
ers of religion, gender and eco-
nomic strata,” said an official of

the Union ministry of culture
who is posted in West Bengal.

As per the inscription on
the UNESCO’S website,
“Durga Puja is seen as the best
instance of the public perfor-
mance of religion and art, and
as a thriving ground for col-
laborative artists and designers.
The festival is characterized by
large-scale installations and
pavilions in urban areas, as well
as by traditional Bengali drum-
ming and veneration of the

goddess.
“During the event, the

divides of class, religion and
ethnicities collapse as crowds of
spectators walk around to
admire the installations.”

The last time an Indian fes-
tival got this recognition was
the Kumbh mela in 2017 and
Yoga in 2016. Traditional brass
and copper craft of Punjab got
the recognition in 2014, while
Manipur’s Sankirtana ritual
singing got it in 2013.
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Climate change is hard on
children, making them vul-

nerable to infectious diseases
too, a team of researchers has
said in a study published in the
journal “Science of the Total
Environment”. 

For instance, during the
study conducted in Varanasi
city in Uttar Pradesh, the
researchers from Banaras
Hindu University (BHU)
observed that a 1 degree Celsius
rise in maximum temperature
was associated with an increase
in diarrhea and skin-disease
cases by 3.97 per cent and 3.94
per cent, respectively.

Overall, they found that cli-
mate parameters accounted for
9-18 per cent of the total infec-
tious disease cases among kids.
The study which was conduct-
ed among 461 children under
16-years-of-age in Varanasi
had probed the association
between climate parameters

and infectious diseases in chil-
dren under 16-years-of-age in
Varanasi.

The researchers concluded

that maximum temperature
and humidity are important
drivers leading to infectious
disease among children. Driven

by human-made activities, cli-
mate change may challenge
the gains in the public health
sector made over the years.
Globally, it is estimated that
children bear most of the bur-
den of disease due to climate
change, with the poorest dis-
proportionately affected.

Led by RK Mall along with
Nidhi Singh, T Banerjee, (all
from central Indo-Gangetic
Plain region DST-Mahamana
Center of Excellence in Climate
Change Research, BHU) and
Akhilesh Gupta from
Department of Science and
Technology under Union
Science and Technology
Ministry established that cli-
mate parameters like temper-
ature, humidity, rainfall, solar
radiation, and wind speed were
associated with infectious dis-
eases like gastrointestinal dis-
eases, respiratory diseases, vec-
tor-borne diseases, and skin
diseases among children in
the holy city.
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Ajoint team of security
forces Wednesday morn-

ing gunned down a self styled
district commander of pro-
Pakistan Hizbul Mujahideen
terrorist outfit in Uzrampathri
area of Pulwama.

The slain terrorist  has been
identified as  Feroz Ahmad
Dar son of Abdul Khaliq resi-
dent of Heff-Shrimal Shopian.
He was A+ category terrorist.

According to the police
records the slain terrorist was
involved in several terror crimes
including attack on Minority
Guard in year 2018 at Zainapora
Shopian, in which 04 Police per-
sonnel were martyred.

According to a police
spokesman the operation was
launched late Tuesday night on
receipt of information about

the presence of terrorists in the
area.

As the cordon tightened the
terrorist forcefully entered one of
the houses in the village, which
was swiftly surrounded and cut
off by the security forces after safe
evacuation of all the occupants.
Intermittent exchange of fire
between the terrorist and forces
continued throughout the night.
The terrorist was subsequently
neutralised around 5:00 am on
15 Dec 21.

The slain terrorist had
joined Hizbul Mujahideen on
27 May 2018 and was likely
recruited by HM terrorist Adil
Ahmed Wani. He was sus-
pected to be involved in attacks
on vehicles of security forces
and terrorizing local popula-
tion into assisting other ter-
rorists and OGWs.

As per police records,Feroz

was active since 2017 and
involved in several terror crime
cases. He was also involved in
killing of a girl namely Ishrat
Muneer daughter of Muneer
Ahmad Bhat resident of
Dangerpora Pulwama in
February 2019. 

He was involved in killing
of a non local labour namely
Charnajeet  son of Hans Raj res-
ident of Fazila Punjab and
injuring others in October 2019
when they were loading Apple
boxes in a vehicle in Zainapora
area of Shopian. Besides he was
also instrumental in luring the
gullible youth to join terrorist 
ranks.

"Incriminating materials,
arms & ammunition including
one AK rifle along with three
magazines were also recov-
ered from his possession",
police spokesman added.
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Shillong: Tripura, Meghalaya
and Mizoram have been direct-
ed not to register cases against
journalists at the "drop of a hat",
National Human Rights
Commission member Justice
M M Kumar said on
Wednesday.

The direction was given to
chief secretaries and the direc-
tor generals of police of the
three states during their depo-
sition to the Commission at a
two-day hearing here which
concluded Wednesday.

The NHRC direction was
given in connection to a com-
plaint filed by Sanit Debroy of
the Assembly of Journalists in
Tripura and the Commission
has given specific directions to
that state's chief secretary and
director general of police,
Kumar said.

“We have told the states'

authorities during the hearing
that they need to show patience
and to give them (journalists)
enough space to express their
point of view ... We have also
told them them don't register
cases at the drop of a hat,” he
told PTI.

Debroy had appoached the
NHRC with his complaint that
since the BJP-IPFT govern-
ment came to power in the
state in 2018 many scribes had
been attacked and many news-
paper offices had been van-
dalised.

The other two states,
whose representatives were
present at the meeting, were
also directed to do the same.

“I have told the chief sec-
retaries (of the three states) this
(Wednesday) afternoon and
they have taken note of the
direction,” he said. PTI
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Bengal on Wednesday
reported its first Omicron

case with a seven-year-old boy
from Farakka in Murshidabad
district testing positive.

The who boy had returned
from Abu Dhabi via Hyderabad
showed no symptoms and was
presently with his mother,
Chief Medical Officer
ofMurshidabad said adding
the health administration was
keeping a closewatch on the
patient whose parents have
however tested negative.

The boy had tested positive
for Omicron at Hyderabad
Airport whereafter he had trav-
elled down to Kolkata, sources
in the Stateadministration said
adding the passengers of the
flight he returned inwere being
traced.

The Health Department
officials however said that the

“only good thing is that the
family drove back to Farakka
about 300 km away in aprivate
vehicle there by making
chances of further spreading
the infection comparatively
less.” The police have been
asked to check for the places
where the family stopped while
its journey down to
Murshidabad, sources said.

Meanwhile, the State
Election Commission has
issued instructions to the
administration to ensure strict
observation of corona protocols
in the run up to Kolkata
Municipal Corporation elec-
tions which is goingto take
place on December 19.
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Chief ministers and deputy
chief ministers of 11

Bharatiya Janata Party-ruled
States along with BJP national
president JP Nadda visited
Ayodhya and performed aarti
and offered prayers at the Saryu
Ghat in Ayodhya on
Wednesday.Nadda said that all
the chief ministers wanted to
have 'darshan' of Ram Lalla
since everyone had gathered in
Varanasi for the meeting with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

“After the inauguration of
Kashi Vishwanath Dham, a
meeting of chief ministers was
held. All of us wanted to have
a darshan of Ram Lalla," Nadda
said while addressing reporters
in Ayodhya.The scheduled visit
also included offering prayers
at Hanuman Garhi temple and
Saryu Ghat.

Local MP Lallu Singh and
BJP district president Sanjeev
Singh welcomed the guests .
They also visited the site where
the Ram temple is being con-
structed. "We also wanted to
review the grand temple that is
being built. The chief ministers
keep meeting from time to
time. Since everyone had come
to Kashi they wanted to visit
Ram Lalla," he added.The BJP
president also said that it was
his "heart's desire" that a grand
Ram temple be built here. "It's
a matter of joy that the dream
of crores of Indians is being
realised," he said.This is the first
such visit by the BJP chief to the
Ram Janmabhoomi after the
Supreme Court's verdict on the
issue.The Supreme Court deliv-
ered its verdict in the Ram
Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid
case on November 9, 2019, giv-
ing ownership of the 2.77 acres

of disputed land in Ayodhya to
the Ram Janmabhoomi Nyas,
while simultaneously order-
ing that five acres of land be
provided to the Sunni Waqf
Board for building a mosque.

The dignitaries who visit-
ed Ayodhya included chief
minister of Arunachal Pradesh
and his family and deputy
chief minister, chief minister of
Tripura and his family, chief
minister of Manipur and his
family, chief minister of Assam
and his family, chief minister of
Himachal Pradesh and his fam-
ily, chief minister of Madhya
Pradesh and his family, chief
minister of Goa and his fami-
ly, chief minister of Karnataka
and his family, chief minister of
Uttarakhand and his family,
chief minister of Haryana and
his family, chief minister of
Gujarat and the deputy chief
minister of Bihar.
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The Ernakulam District
Congress Committee,

described as the important
district committee in Kerala,
and its young president
Mohammed Shiyas have rea-
sons to be happy. By
Wednesday, it has been dis-
closed that many book pub-
lishing houses in the State have
come forward offering books,
either free of cost or at highly
discounted rates, to the initia-
tive by the Propaganda Wing of
the party to make party cadres
and workers read books.

“Leading publishers like
Mathrubhumi, DC Books with
umbilical connections with the
Congress have come forward
offering books at subsidised
rates to the EDCC so that our
party activists could read these
books,” Shiyas told The Pioneer
on Wednesday.

He said that the new gen-
eration is not fully aware of the
contributions made by the
Congress towards India’s free-
dom struggle and the role of
party leaders like Jawaharlal

Nehru, Indira Gandhi and Rajiv
Gandhi in the development of
the nation as a progressive lib-
eral democracy. “Each
Congressman should be able to
address any public meeting or
conclave with erudition. We
have lined up a series of man-
agement development pro-
gramme to intellectually
strengthen party workers. The
general feeling among the peo-
ple is that Congress workers do
not take the pain to learn
issues. I am shocked how such
notion crept into the minds of
the people,” said Shiyas.

As part of the re-education
campaign of the party, the
Prachar Vibhag of the KPCC
organised a meeting at
Ernakulam which was
addressed by well known writer
and film personality John Paul.
He explained to the party cadre
about the significance of
Congress in India’s develop-
ment and progress. “It is impos-
sible to see Congress and India
as two separate identities. They
are intertwined and one cannot
visualise an India without
Congress or vice versa,” Shiyas

told the gathering.
Coming days will see econ-

omists, scientists, historians
and literary figures addressing
the Congress workers on a
weekly basis. A committee of
senior leaders would hold rou-
tine viva voce with young
Congress workers to check the
quality of their understanding
about local, national and inter-
national affairs.

One of the book lovers
who was elected as the winner
in a book lottery gave away
books worth Rs 6,000/- to the
library to be set up by the
EDCC. Coming days will see
other DCCs replicating the
Ernakulam models in their
districts to mould new breed of
party workers. 

The district committees
are also planning  exclusive ses-
sions for party workers with
former president of the AICC
Rahul Gandhi MP and
Priyanka Gandhi. Despite the
claims by some sections  that
the Congress has  lost its fight-
ing power, the party is alive and
kicking in Kerala, sans any fan-
fare.
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In a relief to Bollywood super-
star Shah Rukh Khan’s son

and accused in the mid-sea
drug bust case Aryan Khan ,
the Bombay High Court on
Wednesday modified earlier
bail condition order and
exempted him from appearing
before the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) in Mumbai
office every Friday.

Exempting Shah Rukh’s
son from appearing before the
NCB’s Mumbai office on every
Friday which was one of the 14
conditions in the bail granted
by the high court on October
28, single-bench Judge Justice
Nitin Sambre ruled that Aryan
would attend the NCB office in
Delhi as and when he was sum-
moned to do so.

The Judge ordered the
modification of Aryan’s bail
order after the NCB chose not
oppose to the plea but submit-
ted that the relaxation should be
allowed subject to the condition
that Khan should appear before
the Special Investigation Team
(SIT) probing the case in Delhi
as and when he is summoned.

"The counsel for NCB

places on record reply, and he
states that whatever is the mod-
ification can be granted in light
of para 7 (of NCB reply).
Sufficient notice is given. With
aforesaid background, condition
(i) and (j) stands modified. The
applicant shall attend office at
Delhi as and when summoned
with a 72 hour prior notice," the
Judge noted in his order.

The Judge noted that
Aryan would be summoned as
and when his presence is

required by SIT for the purpose
of investigation either in Delhi
or Mumbai.

On Aryan’s another plea
seeking permission to travel
outside Mumbai, the HC bench
said that he must submit his
itinerary to the investigation
officer in advance.

Aaryan’s senior counsel
Amit Desai had sought modifi-
cation to the bail condition since
the matter is now being handled
by the Delhi SIT, on the ground

that his client faced problems
commuting each Friday owing to
the huge media presence.

Representing the NCB, the
Special Public Prosecutor S.
Shirsat concurred that since the
case is now taken over by SIT
Delhi, the (Friday compulsory
appearance) condition could be
modified to the extent as and
when he is summoned by the
SIT. It may be recalled that on
October 28, the Bombay high
court had granted bail to Aryan

#	��� 34)�$6�

The winter session of the Uttar Pradesh legislature commenced
on Wednesday with the opposition creating ruckus and

demanding removal of Union Minister of State for Home Ajay
Mishra Teni and payment of cane dues.

The Samajwadi Party and Congress staged demonstrations
outside the Vidhan Bhawan and took out foot march, demand-
ing resignation of Union minister Teni after the Special
Investigation Team (SIT) report on the Lakhimpur Kheri inci-
dent framed murder charges on his son.



respectful place in the world of
scholars, academics and intel-
lectuals. He hit the nail on its
head when he stumped a
biased and vitriolic journalist’s
query: “What is the future of
Muslims in India?” His
answer: “Same as that of India.”

The pace of progress of
any nation would depend on
its cognitive capital far more
than its financial assets. And it
would depend on the quality
of education imparted by the
universities. As is generally
known, the Vice-Chancellors
are appointed through a well-
defined process and proce-
dure. Even in Corona times,
this process was religiously fol-
lowed in most States, except in
Kerala and West Bengal.
Interviews were held, in some
cases in dual offline and online
modes. This process has sanc-
tity, and most CMs maintain
it. The Governor of Kerala was
expecting just this much. How
could someone in his position
ignore his responsibility? He
has every right to expect his
CM to help him discharge his
constitutional obligations. It is
also clear that being the con-
stitutional head of the State, the
Governor knows the compul-
sions of the CM, and is pre-
pared to show all courtesy and
consideration to him, but
within the limits of propriety
and ethics.

He agrees — with consid-
erable stress on his con-

science — and accommo-
dates his CM’s wishes, agree-
ing to give a second term to
his favourite Vice-Chancellor.
He does so expecting that the
Government shall ensure
adherence to the prescribed
process in future appoint-
ments. His expectations are
belied within days when the
Government submits a single
name, asking the Chancellor
to appoint him as the V-C of
the Sanskrit University.
Nobody who knows Arif and
his illustrious contributions
would ever believe preten-
sions by any person any-
where that he would ever
attempt to violate the well-set
systems of procedures and
related ethical standards.

For over five decades, the
nation has been appreciative
of school education in Kerala,
and the leadership it provid-
ed to other States in achiev-
ing higher literacy rates.
Unfortunately, the same can-
not be said of the higher edu-
cation system in Kerala. It
represents a unique entity
that represents Indian ethos
of unity in diversity; most
importantly, respect for all
religions and faiths.
According to 2011 population
figures there are 54.73 per
cent Hindus, 26.56 per cent
Muslims and 18.38 per cent
Christians in Kerala. When
Islam came to Kerala in its
initial years, Christianity was

already well established there.
All these years, they have
lived together, worked togeth-
er and progressed together.

Kerala could offer a model
for the nations undergoing
serious demographic transfor-
mation: A transition from a
single religion, language, cul-
ture and ethnicity to a mixed
population with all the diver-
sities. Who is not familiar with
the cultural and spiritual con-
tributions of Kerala? Oceans
of knowledge have flown from
Kerala. Where could it be bet-
ter understood than in Kerala
that the Kulapati enjoyed the
highest place of reverence in
Indian society and the system
of knowledge dissemination
and generation? He was the
embodiments of knowledge,
values and morals. And
hence, kings and emperors felt
privileged in receiving dust
from his feet. We need Vice-
Chancellors of that level and
calibre. The Kerala Governor’s
offer to quit his privileges in
favour of his Chief Minister
could become an eye-opener
to the academic world, which
must create a climate that the
academic autonomy and
transparency in academic
matters is not impinged upon
from any quarters. And that
is the key to India’s progress.

(The author works in edu-
cation, social cohesion and
religious amity. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — A social media quip that beer
these days is cheaper than tomatoes in
Goa encapsulates the erratic price rise
trend that has come to affect the com-
mon man time and again. The spiraling
prices of essential commodities are a
national phenomenon. However, the
‘extreme conditions’ prevalent in Goa is
indeed a matter of concern. In neigh-
bouring Karnataka, when prices of veg-
etables, fruits, various food items and
other eatables are a quarter of what we
have to pay for them here in Goa, one
can well gauge the gravity of the situa-
tion. Engaging the authorities in a vir-
tual show of strength, the protests
against the discernible Government
plans which threaten to harm local inter-
ests are on the rise these days. 

The standard of living in Goa is such
that it is becoming increasingly difficult
for an average citizen to make both ends
meet. Besides, the escalation in the
prices of common commodities has not
been comforting either. The Goan pao,
for example. What Goa needs right now
is activism against these economic
malaises that threaten the lives of the
common man. Demands for decent liv-
ing conditions should be resonating in
the high seats of power which can only
come through collective efforts by the
Government to check inflation. 

Pachu Menon | Margao
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Sir — Is it a good sign or bad? Should
we be proud to be humiliated? Union
Minister of State for Home Nityanand
Rai informed Parliament that during
this year, ie till September 20, 2021,
about 1,11,287 Indians renounced their
citizenship. Not only this, over the last
seven years, more than eight and a half
lakh people said goodbye to Indian cit-
izenship. This in itself is a world
record. No one in any other country has
done this in such a large number. 

Yes, due to civil war and starvation,
millions of people were forced to live a
nomadic life in other countries. But no
one left his/her country out of desire. If

we look at the record of Americans relin-
quishing their citizenship, then they are
negligible. Only 2,072 Americans in
2019, and 5,800 in 2020, gave up their
citizenship. Perhaps, there is a dire short-
age of opportunities, jobs and amenities
in India. There is no employment here
for doctors, engineers, top managers and
other professionals. That's why people
are being forced to leave India.

Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur
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Sir — The gruesome manner in which
Ashish Mishra, son of Union Minister of
State Ajay Mishra, and his co-accused
crushed the hapless farmers and a poor
journalist to death brought a deadly chill
to the hearts of everybody and made
everyone believe that it was only a pre-
planned murder attempt by the accused.
Now the Special Investigation Team
(SIT) has categorically confirmed that the

Lakhimpur Kheri incident was indeed a
‘pre-planned conspiracy’ and the SIT has
booked Ashish and 12 other accused
under various sections of the Indian
Penal Code.

Now that it is made very clear that
the murders were pre-planned, the
accused should be given the maximum
punishment. In view of the gruesome
nature of the massacre, the court should
consider even capital punishment to the
perpetrators, terming it one of the rarest
of rare cases. The irony is that Ajay
Mishra, father of Ashish, the main mur-
der accused, is the Junior Home Minister
of the nation and what’s more shocking
is that he is still allowed to “serve” at the
Centre. One really wonders where the
country is headed.

Tharcius S Fernando | Chennai
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Kerala Governor Arif
Mohammad Khan
threw a bombshell
when he requested the

Chief Minister to take over the
privileges enjoyed by the
Chancellor in appointing Vice-
Chancellors. Khan, a known
firm believer in constitutional
propriety, must be in a real
tough situation amongst those
who ideologically do not believe
in democracy and its principles.
Fed up with persistent
unscrupulous intrusion of the
State Government in fulfilling
his constitutional obligations,
the Governor has written to the
Chief Minister that he would
not like to exercise the power of
the Chancellor of State univer-
sities — a statutory provision —
as he is being pressured to act
against the stipulations con-
tained in the relevant universi-
ty Acts, and is expected to act
against his conscience. Though
seriously upset and disturbed, he
has followed the Gandhian
approach: Let the Chief Minister
assume the Chancellor’s powers.
Expected outcomes are many:
No controversy, the CM has his
say, and the Governor is spared
of moral and mental pressure.

Arif has well-established cre-
dentials as a scholarly intellectu-
al who did not succumb to the
perks and perquisites associated
with power. He is perceived as a
politician who took real secular
and democratic instance in the
Shah Bano case. The young and
old alike know that his is the sane
voice that comprehends, and
propagates, the essence of the uni-
versal unity of all human beings
— World is but one family. He
was the youngest Union Minister
in Rajiv Gandhi’s Cabinet, and
had forcefully defended the
Supreme Court judgment order-
ing a monthly allowance to a
divorced Muslim woman. Rajiv
Gandhi, however, buckled under
pressure and brought constitu-
tional amendment, depriving the
woman — and future Muslim
women divorcees — of even that
pittance of an allowance.

Arif took a principled stand,
and quit the Cabinet. The entire
nation was with him. Politics
could never override his intellec-
tual, scholarly and spiritual pur-
suits. With time, he has earned a
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They say that if a lie is told many
times, it turns into truth.
Bollywood is now making a
biopic film called ‘Gorkha’, in

which fiction is sought to be converted
into fact and factual history overlooked.
This has reference to the ‘cult’ of Maj Gen
Ian Cardozo of the 4/5 Gorkha Rifles. The
story goes that in the Battle of Sylhet,
Cardozo injured after he stepped on a
mine, used his khukri (a type of machete)
to amputate his own leg before a surgeon
operated upon him. The problem is that
the film producer has gone by popular
battle accounts of Maj Gen Ian Cardozo
in the interviews he gave to journalists
and material from his books, rather than
the factual history and recorded write-ups
by the then Commanding Officer
Brigadier Harolikar MVC and myself.

A number of video films, patently
unauthentic, valorising Maj Gen Cardozo
have been mysteriously doing rounds for
some time now. Already, a team of offi-
cers of the 4/5 Gorkha Rifles (FF) is con-
testing the ‘Alleged Act of Bravery’ (AAB)
of the then Second in Command, in the
Sylhet Battle (December 6-17, 1971).

He claims he cut his foot with his
khukri, whereas it was the Regimental
Medical Officer who cut his dangling
ankle. Cardozo stepped on a NM14 laid
by my Company and, therefore, is a bat-
tle accident casualty. He has made many
claims during Sylhet Battle to enhance his
own leadership, undermining the leader-
ship in the conduct of the Sylhet Battle
of Commanding Officer Lt. Col Arun
Harolikar, who was awarded the Maha Vir
Chakra. We, the officers who fought the
Battles of Atgram (Nov 20/21), Ghazipur
(Dec 4/5) and Sylhet, want to preserve the
dignity, honesty and respect of the bat-
talion and want the truth and nothing but
the truth to be known to all.

Bollywood has invariably made a
mockery of war films. In its attempt to glo-
rify the soldier, it has lowered his digni-
ty by redundant but popular embellish-
ments. Unfortunately, films are first made
and then authenticated by the
Military/MoD for fact and form so that
the image of armed forces is preserved.
The biopic on legendary Field Marshal
Sam Manekshaw was hugely publicised
but gradually evaporated. No one knows
what happened to it. Gorkha will impact
our neighbour Nepal from where major-
ity of Gorkhas come and where several
films have been made on Gorkhas like
Gorkhali Paltan, Gorkhas, Gorkhali, Lahure
and Gurkha. The hero of the Indian film
Gorkha will not be a Gorkha but a Goan.

Cardozo is not the first one indulging
in creative bravery. One can recall the case
of Ketchup Colonel (about an officer who
faked photos of ‘slain militants’ by splash-
ing tomato sauce on them in August 2003
near Silchar in Assam), a fabricated
encounter at Siachen and the staged
Pakistani attack on own post in Mendhar
in J&K, all inspired by valour-mania.
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War diaries maintain the
chronology of battle. Battalion
and regimental histories record
troop performance in war and field
areas. Sometimes these are written
inaccurately, adding, deleting and
altering content. But ‘Gorkha’
most likely will be based not on
factual history but a fabricated
autobiography. The AAB claimed
by Cardozo occurred in the 1971
war at Sylhet. There is no mention
of AAB in the only authentic
account of the war — in ‘Bravest
of the Brave’ written by Harolikar.
It notes that the Second in
Command stepped on a mine
and was injured and evacuated. 

Cardozo claimed AAB only
after his Commanding Officer
Harolikar had died in 2007, start-
ing around 2011/12, through inter-
views given to journalists like
Claude Arpi, Mohan Guruswamy,
Barkha Dutt and several others.
Interviews about AAB were so
many between 2011 and 2021
that the original version changed
almost each time, giving rise to
contradictions. In addition, in his
interviews, he let pass journalists’
accounts that he commanded the
battalion in Battle of Atgram (Nov
20/21, 1971).

The Battle of Atgram, famous
for the ‘khukri attack’, was possi-
bly the last such khukri assaults in
the history of modern warfare, sur-
passing the previous recorded
attack in the Battle of Bau (Nov 1,
1965, Borneo) by the 2/10 RGR.
The Battle of Atgram was a unique
attack, with the soldiers infiltrat-
ing behind Pakistani defences
through knee-deep marshes in an
unchartered area without any
artillery support. Our two compa-
nys, one of them mine, penetrat-
ed the defences of Atgram,
unsheathed the khukris and, in a

matter of just 90 minutes, annihi-
lated a full company —the Bravo
Company 31, Punjab, Pakistan
Army. Those killed included their
Company Commander Major
Azhar Alvi who, feigning death,
jumped up and tried to kill CO
Brig Harolikar and me. Not that
the Pakistanis were cowards, but
the khukri-wielding Gurkhas of the
battalion were braver.
Unfortunately for Cardozo, he
forgot that we both arrived in the
Battle Zone of Sylhet by the same
helicopter on December 9 and he
was evacuated after the mine acci-
dent on December 16, and was
nowhere near Atgram. 

It is instructive to note the 
following facts:

a. An eye-witness account by
Colonel (then Major) Manmohan
Malik SM (C Company
Commander) in Sylhet Battle has
rejected the AAB claim outright,
saying he does not comprehend
why the General Officer has falsi-
fied the accident and that when
Regimental Medical Officer was
attending on Cardozo, he was
present and placed his head in his
lap to comfort him. 

b. Our Regimental Medical
Officer Capt DK Sengupta, who
performed the operation after the
minefield accident died in May
2021, through his recorded state-
ment confirms the eyewitness
account. His son Anindiya
Sengupta has testified in writing
his father’s recall of the AAB and
called it ‘mythical’. He pointed out
discrepancies on a Discovery chan-
nel programme glorifying AAB,
where Cardozo sings a different
tune that the doctor was “taking
time”. It is also recorded that
Cardozo expressed his gratitude to
Sengupta, that “he may forget his
parents but not him (Sengupta)”.

Sadly, Cardozo did not even
acknowledge Anindya’s message
conveying the death of his father.

c. Another officer from 4/5
Gorkhas, who was near the acci-
dent site, has also rejected
Cardozo’s claim. None of us from
the unit support his claim as all
along we knew that his dangling
ankle was cut by Sengupta and fur-
ther surgical intervention was
done by Pakistani surgeon Major
Mohummad Basheer FRCS at the
Pakistani Field Hospital at Sylhet,
as the complete garrison had sur-
rendered a day earlier (Dec 15).
Retired Gorkha soldiers of the bat-
talion in Nepal, who fought the
Sylhet Battle, recently recalled
they never heard during and after
the war that Cardozo saab had cut
his leg with his khukri.

d. The General Officer sought
the help of a Bangladeshi officer,
who was part of the Mukti Bahini
then, to record two video clips,
both contradictory, claiming to
have been nearby (impossible) in
corroborating the AAB. None of
the four officers from the battal-
ion who fought the Sylhet battle is
ready to verify his claim.

e. Several senior officers of the
regiment are anguished that
Cardozo, the spirited and brave
General officer, would resort to
fabrication of battle accounts for
self-glorification. Incidentally, his
Sena Medal earned in 1962 is not
for gallantry in the face of enemy
but for distinguished service while
leading a patrol and certainly not
for the 1971 war.

If Akshay Kumar wants to
enact the heroics in combat, there
are at least 150 PVC and MVC
winners to focus on. And hun-
dreds more who have shown
exceptional bravery in war or
fighting insurgency and terrorism.

Brig (Retd) Rattan Kaul is
a defence management
expert. Belonging to 4/5
GR(FF), he was assault

Company Commander at
Atgram (Nov 20/21, 71)

and a Forward Road
Block Commander in the
Battle of Sylhet. He was
seriously injured in the

Battle of Sylhet. The views
expressed are personal.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's Varanasi
blitzkrieg climaxes with

the launching of the
Vishwanath corridor with its
strong Hindu, Hindutva or
Hinduism thrust. The Rs
339 crore project is complet-
ed in less than three years.

Amid the reverberation
of the Har Har Mahadev
chants and the festive mood,
there is a veiled feeling of
reestablishing the supremacy
of the Hindu ethos.

How the Vishwanath cor-
ridor shapes up in Uttar
Pradesh will decide the
course of the 2024 general
elections, which may be held
after a new delimitation to
elect 888 Lok Sabha MPs
against the present 543. The
politics in UP are becoming
more complex and may final-

ly complicate Indian politics.
The opposition is in a

bind. The compulsion of the
opposition is that it does not
want to go against the major-
ity euphoria that has given
two terms to Modi and also
put UP in BJP's kitty. 

Now Samajwadi Party
leader Akhilesh Yadav takes
the credit for sanctioning the
corridor that today eloquent-
ly reminds of Maratha queen
Ahilyabai Holkar and the rise
of BJP.

A foxed Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi has also fallen
for the bait and says that now
a Hindu government has to
unseat the proponents of
Hindutva. That is a problem.
Careful weaving of religious
ethos into politics is setting
the election mood. The prob-
lems of price rise, kisan, job-

lessness, the difficult business
scenario, they all pale into
insignificance, says a UP min-
ister during the Varanasi cel-
ebrations.

Yes, Modi has made a dif-
ference. Except for once on
December 3, 2018 in an elec-
tion rally, Modi has never
reflected his idea on
Hindutva. Responding to
Rahul Gandhi, he said, ""Oh
brother …Hindutva…is a rich
heritage. Even the sages never
claimed to have full knowl-
edge of Hindu and Hindutva.

I am a very small man and I
do not claim to have such vast
knowledge."

It is different from what
LK Advani had said in his
party presidential address in
2004, "Hindutva is a senti-
ment, it is neither an electoral
slogan nor should it be con-
fused with religion". In his
view Hindutva is the core of
our nationhood. But Advani
was confined by the Supreme
Court narrative that it was a
way of life. Modi has made it
a wave and connected the
majority.

The opposition has lost its
secularism plank and now
finds it difficult to reject the
Hindu in any form as
Varanasi and Lord
Vishwanath are its unwritten
core. It sways the majority
mindset.

Varanasi is very critically
located too. It influences
directly UP, Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh, and Uttarakhand.
Being a cultural epi-centre, it
touches other regions up to far
off Rameswaram in the south.
Anything new at the Lord's
abode touches hearts every-
where. The expansion of the
temple complex to over 5.3
lakh square feet area, the
spruced-up city, the easy
access to the temple, and the
clean Ganga ghats touch
everyone. 

Carefully, the issue of the
Gyanvapi mosque has been
sidelined though it is not
outside the larger agenda.
The Sangh Parivar wants it
resolved through a proposal
coming from the minority
community. The RSS' Muslim
RashtriyaManch is already

trying to carve out a niche
among minorities and calling
upon Muslims to act against
terrorism.

The two-day stay of the
Prime Minister and the begin-
ning of a month-long celebra-
tion at Varanasi is aimed at
setting the tone for the UP
election. It has set a new
political commonness in
Hindutva. The opposition
Congress, various regional
parties, Samajwadi, Aam
Admi Party, are now playing
on the turf of the BJP. Even the
CPM is not ignoring the pres-
ence of the strong Hindu
sentiments.

With an evening Ganga
aarti with chief ministers and
deputy CMs of various BJP-
ruled states and a conclave of
12 BJP CMs and nine deputy
CMs, the party is all set to

sweep the mood, perhaps
beyond the 2022 UP polls. 

The opposition has been
sharpening their weapons
post-withdrawal of the three
farm laws, but the Varanasi
corridor may make their path
to capture power arduous. It
might bring a disunited oppo-
sition on one platform, as
Congress leader Abhishek
Manu Singhvi put it on
Monday. 

The BJP is upbeat but is
not oblivious of the opposi-
tion unity moves. The Prime
Minister's speech is full of
how prepared the BJP is.
However, that does not mean
that the opposition is not
making efforts to unseat the
BJP. Whether they would suc-
ceed or not would decide the
course not only of UP but the
Lok Sabha in 2024 as well.
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(The writer is a senior 
journalist. The views

expressed are personal.)
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British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson faced off one of the

biggest rebellions of his pre-
miership from within his own
party to make Covid-19 vac-
cine certification mandatory in
the country from Wednesday.

Adults in England must
now show a so-called “COVID
Pass” as proof of being double
vaccinated to enter nightclubs,
big sports matches and other
large events after Parliament
passed the rules on Tuesday
night, despite 99 Conservative
Party MPs voting against the
government’s plans.

The Opposition Labour
Party had already said it would
be backing the plans in the
interest of frontline health
workers.

Labour leader Sir Keir
Starmer said it was a “very sig-
nificant blow to the already
damaged authority of the
Prime Minister”.

“It confirms that he’s too
weak to discharge the basic
functions of government,” he
declared after the vote.

The new rules cover indoor
unseated venues with a capac-
ity of more than 500 people,
unseated outdoor venues that
hold more than 4,000 people,
and any venue with more than
10,000 people.

From Wednesday, proof of
full vaccination or a negative
PCR or lateral flow test within
the last 48 hours will be com-
pulsory for entry to such
venues. Other parts of the

United Kingdom’s devolved
administrations have similarly
strict entry norms for venues.

The House of Commons
also backed, with fewer
Conservative MPs disagree-
ing, the continuation of
mandatory mask-wearing in
most indoor settings, and com-
pulsory vaccination for

National Health Service (NHS)
workers in England. The scrap-
ping of self-isolation for fully
vaccinated COVID contacts, in
favour of daily lateral flow
tests instead, passed unani-
mously without a vote.
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The Taliban didn’t take the
Afghan capital — they were

invited, says the man who
issued the invitation.

In an Associated Press
interview, former Afghan
President Hamid Karzai offered
some of the first insights into the
secret and sudden departure of
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani
— and how he came to invite
the Taliban into the city “to pro-
tect the population so that the
country, the city doesn’t fall into
chaos and the unwanted ele-
ments who would probably loot
the country, loot shops.” 

When Ghani left, his secu-
rity officials also left. Defense
minister Bismillah Khan even

asked Karzai if he wanted to
leave Kabul when Karzai con-
tacted him to know what rem-
nants of the government still
remained. It turned out there
were none. Not even the Kabul
police chief had remained. 

Karzai, who was the coun-
try’s president for 13 years
after the Taliban were first
ousted in the wake of the 9/11
attacks, refused to leave.

In a wide-ranging inter-
view at his tree-lined com-
pound in the center of the city
where he lives with his wife and
young children, Karzai was
adamant that Ghani’s flight
scuttled a last-minute plan
focused on the Taliban’s entry.
He and Abdullah Abdullah, the
government’s chief negotiator,

had been working with the
Taliban leadership in Doha on
a negotiated agreement to allow
the militia to enter the capital
under controlled conditions.

The countdown to a possi-
ble deal began Aug. 14, the day
before the Taliban came to
power. Karzai and Abdullah
met Ghani, and they agreed that
they would leave for Doha the
next day with a list of 15 others
to negotiate a power-sharing
agreement. The Taliban were
already on the outskirts of Kabul,
but Karzai said the leadership in
Qatar promised the insurgent
force would remain outside the
city until the deal was struck.

Early on the morning of
Aug. 15, Karzai said, he wait-
ed to draw up the list. The cap-

ital was fidgety, on edge.
Rumors were swirling about a
Taliban takeover. Karzai called
Doha. He was told the Taliban
would not enter the city.

At noon, the Taliban called
to say that “the government
should stay in its positions
and should not move that they
have no intention to (go) into
the city,” Karzai said. “I and oth-
ers spoke to various officials
and assurances were given to us
that, yes, that was the case, that
the Americans and the gov-
ernment forces were holding
firm to the places (and) that
Kabul would would not fall.”

By about 2:45 p.m., though,
it became apparent Ghani had
fled the city. Karzai called the
defense minister, called the

interior minister, searched for
the Kabul police chief. Everyone
was gone. “There was no official
present at all in the capital, no
police chief, no corps com-
mander, no other units. They
had all left.” Ghani’s own pro-
tection unit’s deputy chief called
Karzai to come to the palace and
take over the presidency. He
declined, saying legally he had
no right to the job. Instead the
former president decided to
make a public, televised mes-
sage, with his children at his side
“so that the Afghan people
know that we are all here.” 

Karzai was adamant that
there would have been an
agreement for a peaceful tran-
sition had Ghani remained 
in Kabul.
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Omicron is expected to be
the dominant coron-

avirus variant in the
European Union’s 27 nations
by mid-January, the bloc’s top
official said Wednesday amid
concerns that a dramatic rise
in infections will leave
Europe shrouded in gloom
during the holiday season. 

European Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen said the EU is well
prepared to fight omicron
with 66.6% of its population
fully vaccinated. She
expressed disappointment
that the pandemic will again
disrupt year-end celebra-
tions but said she was con-
fident the EU has the
“strength” and “means” to
overcome COVID-19. “Like
many of you, I’m sad that
once again this Christmas
will be overshadowed by the
pandemic,” she said.
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Chinese President Xi Jinping
supported Russian

President Vladimir Putin in his
push to get Western security
guarantees precluding 
NATO’s eastward expansion,
the Kremlin said Wednesday
after the two leaders held a vir-
tual summit. 

Putin and Xi spoke as
Moscow faces heightened ten-
sions with the West over a
Russian troop buildup near
Ukraine’s border. In recent
weeks, Western nations
engaged in diplomatic efforts to
prevent a possible invasion of
Ukraine. The Kremlin has
denied harboring plans to
storm its neighbour. 

Putin, meanwhile,
demanded guarantees that
NATO will not expand to
Ukraine or deploy troops and
weapons there.

He told Xi on Wednesday
about “mounting threats to
Russia’s national interests from
the US and the NATO bloc,

which consistently move their
military infrastructure close
to the Russian borders,” Putin’s
foreign affairs adviser, Yuri
Ushakov, said. 

The Russian leader stressed
the need to hold talks with
NATO and the US on legally
binding security guarantees,
according to Ushakov. Xi
responded by saying he 
“understands Russia’s concerns
and fully supports our initiative
to work out these security
guarantees for Russia,” Ushakov
said. 

He said Moscow’s propos-
als have been passed on 
to US Assistant Secretary of
State for European and
Eurasian Affairs Karen
Donfried, who visited Moscow
on Wednesday and met with
Russia’s deputy foreign minis-
ter, Sergei Ryabkov. 

In recent years, China and
Russia have increasingly
aligned their foreign policies to
counter U.S. domination of
the international economic and
political order. 
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The United Nations’ nuclear
watchdog and Iran reached

a deal Wednesday to reinstall
cameras damaged at an Iranian
site that manufactures cen-
trifuge parts, though inspectors
remain limited on what footage
they can access.

The agreement will see
cameras put back at Karaj,
which came under what Iran
describes as a sabotage attack
in June. Iran had since refused
the International Atomic
Energy Agency access to
replace cameras damaged in
the incident, part of an ongo-
ing hard-line tact taken by
Tehran at negotiations under-
way in Vienna over its tattered
2015 nuclear deal with world
powers.

Iranian media first report-
ed the deal without citing a
source. IAEA Director-General
Rafael Mariano Grossi later
tweeted out a statement detail-
ing the arrangement.

“This is important for ver-
ification under the 
Iran nuclear deal, and work will
continue to address other out-
standing safeguards issues,”
Grossi wrote. 

The IAEA said the cameras
would be reinstalled at Karaj in
the “coming days.” 
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Former Minneapolis police
Officer Derek Chauvin

pleaded guilty Wednesday to a
federal charge of violating
George Floyd’s civil rights,
averting a trial but likely
extending the time he is already
spending behind bars on a
state conviction.

Chauvin, who is white,
was convicted this spring of
state murder and manslaugh-
ter charges for pinning his
knee against Floyd’s neck dur-
ing a May 25, 2020, arrest as the
Black man said he couldn’t
breathe Chauvin was sentenced
to 22 1/2 years in that case.

The federal charge alleged
that Chauvin deprived Floyd of
his rights by kneeling on his

neck as he was handcuffed
and not resisting.

Chauvin appeared in per-
son Wednesday for the change
of plea hearing in an orange
short-sleeve prison shirt and
was led into and out of the
court in handcuffs. He said
“Guilty, your honor” to confirm
his pleas in Floyd’s death and
an unrelated 2017 case, and
acknowledged that he was
guilty of the acts alleged.

With parole and presum-
ing good behaviour, Chauvin is
expected to actually serve about
15 years of his state sentence
behind bars. Any federal sen-
tence would run at the same
time as the state sentence, and
defendants serve about 85 per-
cent of federal sentences pre-
suming good behaviour.

Kathmandu: Prime Minister of
Nepal Sher Bahadur Deuba, 75,
has been re-elected as the
President of the Nepali
Congress (NC). He defeated his
only contestant Dr Shekhar
Koirala. Deuba got 2733 votes
while Koirala got 1855 votes
during the 14th general con-
vention of the party.

Initially Deuba, Koirala,
Prakash Man Singh,
Bimlalendra Nidhi and Kalyan
Gurung were in the fray. After
none of the candidates secured
above 50 per cent votes, the
elections went to the second
round between Deuba and
Koirala who secured the first
and second highest vote.

In the second round of vot-
ing, a total of 4,623 votes were
cast. Out of these, only 4,588
votes were valid.

In the second round,
besides Koirala, all three defeat-
ed candidates threw weight
behind Deuba, making it pos-
sible for him to win.

President Deuba, who
began his political career as a
student leader, was actively
involved in Nepal’s democrat-
ic movement in 1990. IANS
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Warplanes of the Saudi-led
coalition launched mul-

tiple airstrikes on a military
camp controlled by the Houthi
militia in Yemen’s capital Sanaa,
reports said.

The airstrikes hit al-Hafa
camp late Tuesday night in the
eastern part of Sanaa, reported
Xinhua news agency, citing
the Houthi-run al-Masirah TV.

Powerful explosions could
be heard across the city fol-
lowing the airstrikes, the report
said without providing further
details.

Meanwhile, the coalition
said in a statement reported by
the Saudi-owned Al-Arabiya
TV that the airstrikes destroyed
two caves and four under-
ground warehouses used by the
Houthi militia for storing “bal-
listic missiles and bomb-laden
drones”.

The Iran-backed Houthi
militia has recently intensified
cross-border missile and drone
attacks against Saudi cities.

In February, the Yemeni
rebel group began a major
offensive against the Saudi-
backed Yemeni government
army to capture the oil-rich
province of Marib in central
Yemen.
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New Delhi: The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved a �1,300-crore incen-
tive scheme to promote digital transactions
using UPI and Rupay debit cards, Electronics
and IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw said.

The Minister said that the Government
will reimburse transaction charges levied on
digital payments made by persons to the
merchant as part of the merchant discount
rate (MDR).

"In the coming one year...The
Government will invest around � 1,300 crore
so that more and more people move towards
digital payments," Vaishnaw said. 

He also said that 423 crore digital
transactions valued at � 7.56 lakh crore took
place in November.

The approved scheme will cover reim-
bursement on digital transactions of up to
�2,000, using Rupay debit cards and BHIM-
UPI. "Under the scheme, the acquiring

banks will be incentivised by the
Government, by way of 
paying a percentage of the value of trans-
actions (P2M) done through RuPay Debit
cards and low-value BHIM-UPI modes of
payments, at an estimated financial outlay
of �1,300 crore for a period of one-year w.E.F.
April 01, 2021," an official statement
said.

This scheme will facilitate acquiring
banks in building a robust digital payment
ecosystem and promoting Rupay debit card
and BHIM-UPI digital transactions across
all sectors and segments of the population
and further deepening digital payments in
the country, it added.

The scheme was formulated in compli-
ance with the Budget announcements
(FY2021-22) by the government to give a
further boost to digital transactions in the
country. PTI

New Delhi: Farmer organisations
and agri experts on Wednesday
pressed for MSP based on realistic
cost of production, higher subsidies
on diesel and allowing new tech-
nologies like genetically modified
organisms (GMOs) in their pre-
Budget submission to the finance
ministry.

Ministers of State for Finance
Pankaj Chaudhary and Bhagwat
Karad held the first pre-Budget
consultations with representatives
of agriculture and agro processing
industry through virtual mode.

In order to achieve the target
of doubling farmers' income,
Consortium of Indian Farmers
Associations (CIFA) Chief Adviser
P Chengal Reddy said the govern-
ment should increase priority sec-
tor lending to agriculture by 25 per
cent.  He suggested that the
Commission for Agricultural Costs
and Prices, which is the
Government's advisory body on

price policy for crops, should be
made autonomous for fixing the
minimum support price (MSP) by
ascertaining realistic cost of pro-
duction.

Reddy pitched for allowing
"technologies including GMO" in
time-bound manner to boost pro-
ductivity. He favoured immediate
approval for genetic technology
developed by ICRISAT and ICAR.

CIFA also said steps should be
taken to solve labour shortage and
high labour cost. He suggested
MNREGA should be linked to all
farming activities.

Besides, Reddy sought reduc-
tion in taxes on pesticides and rec-
ommended provision of 5,000
litres diesel per season for har-
vesting and transplanting at 50 per
cent subsidy.

Krishak Samaj Chairman Ajay
Vir Jakhar tweeted that he partic-
ipated in the pre-Budget discus-
sions on agriculture. PTI

Mumbai: The Sensex and Nifty
buckled under selling pressure
for the fourth session on the
trot on Wednesday as risk-off
sentiment prevailed ahead of
the US Federal Reserve's poli-
cy decision. 

A sharp drop in the rupee
-- which slumped to a 20-
month low against the US dol-
lar -- and unabated foreign
fund outflows also weighed on
the bourses, experts
said.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
slumped 329.06 points or 0.57
per cent to end at 57,788.03.
Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty fell 103.50 points or 0.60
per cent to 17,221.40.

Bajaj Finance was the top
loser in the Sensex pack, drop-
ping 3.10 per cent, followed by
Bajaj Finserv, ITC, TCS, Titan,
HCL Tech and HDFC.

On the other hand, Sun
Pharma, Kotak Bank, M&M,
Maruti, L&T and NTPC were

among the gainers, spurting as
much as 2.59 per cent. 
The market breadth was neg-

ative, with 21 out of the 30
Sensex constituents finishing in
the red. PTI
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New Delhi: Amazon India on
Wednesday said it now has over
10 lakh sellers on its platform
with more than 4.5 lakh new
merchants joining the plat-
form in the past two years.

More than 90 per cent of
the sellers on Amazon.In are
local small and medium busi-
nesses (SMBs) and over half of
these sellers on the marketplace
come from tier-II and -III
cities, according to a state-
ment.

Since January 2020, over
4.5 lakh new sellers have joined
Amazon.In.

Of these, over one lakh are
local offline retailers and neigh-
bourhood stores that have been
onboarded on the Amazon
marketplace through the Local
Shops on Amazon programme,
it added.

"It is heartening to see the
role Amazon is playing in
enabling small local business-
es across the country, including
local offline retailers and neigh-
bourhood stores from across

India that are adopting e-com-
merce and placing their trust in
Amazon to grow their business
by selling online, participating
in last-mile deliveries, joining
assisted shopping and more,"
Amazon India Vice-President
Manish Tiwary said.

He added that the rapid
growth of sellers joining
Amazon.In reflects the tremen-
dous entrepreneurial spirit of
the Indian businesses and the
key role e-commerce has
played in their business, espe-
cially during the recent chal-
lenges caused by the pandem-
ic. 

"As we look forward, we
remain committed to our
pledge of digitising 10 million
SMBs, including the ubiquitous
dukaans. We strongly believe
that Amazon can play a signif-
icant role in fueling India's dig-
ital economy to its USD 1 tril-
lion ambition," Tiwary said.

Since its entry into the
Indian market in 2013,
Amazon has been investing in

creating the infrastructure and
ecosystem to support SMBs to
adopt e-commerce. 

This includes initiatives
like taking Chai Cart and Tatkal
vans to markets and SMB hubs
in cities across India for
increasing awareness about e-
commerce and launching sev-
eral India-first innovations for
Amazon like Seller Flex and
Easy Ship.

The company also oper-
ates key seller cohorts like
'Karigar' for weavers and arti-
sans, 'Saheli' for women entre-
preneurs and 'Launchpad' for
emerging direct-to-consumer
brands.

Amazon has been engaging
with the vast network of local
neighbourhood stores across
India, integrating e-commerce
into their operations through
focused programmes like Local
Shops of Amazon (for online
selling), Amazon Easy (for
assisted shopping), I Have
Space (for last-mile deliveries)
and others. PTI 

New Delhi: Salaries of BSNL
and MTNL employees are up-
to-date and have been paid till
November 2021, Parliament
was informed on Wednesday.

For the two state-owned
telecom corporations, BSNL
and MTNL, stiff competition in
the mobile segment and
absence of 4G services (except
in a few locations for BSNL) in
the data-centric telecom mar-
ket are eroding their competi-
tive strength, Minister of State
for Communications,
Devusinh Chauhan said in a
written reply to the Lok Sabha.

To a question on whether
the staff of MTNL and BSNL
have not received their salaries
for several months due to loss-
es the companies are facing, the
minister said, "Salaries of BSNL
and MTNL employees are up
to date and have been paid up
to November 2021".

The administrative allot-
ment of spectrum for 4G ser-
vices was approved in 2019
with government support to
BSNL as part of the revival
package. PTI

New Delhi: Ahead of the
Budget, the Commodity
Participants Association of
India (CPAI) said the govern-
ment should look at waiving
the Commodity Transaction
Tax to boost trading volumes.

In its Budget proposal to
the Finance Ministry, CPAI
has urged the government to
relook at Commodity
Transaction Tax (CTT) as it has
yielded little revenue and
destroyed national market vol-
umes by 60 per cent.

In addition, CTT encour-
aged liquidity, volumes and
jobs to shift outside India.

"Given low collection, the
easiest way is to remove CTT,"
the association said.

Since the introduction of
CTT in 2013, the volume in
commodity markets has
plunged by 60 per cent, while
the Government collected only
� 667 crore as revenues. PTI

New Delhi: Shares of recently-
listed One 97 Communications
Ltd, Paytm's parent company,
continued to face selling pres-
sure for the fourth session on
the trot and further tanked
nearly 8 per cent on
Wednesday.

The stock tumbled 7.72
per cent to close at � 1,380.05
on the BSE. During the day, it
plunged 13.22 per cent to
�1,297.70.

On the NSE, it declined
7.63 per cent to close at
�1,381.90. "Paytm's shares
tumbled over 13 per cent as a
lock-in period for the compa-
ny's institutional investors
ended on Wednesday.

"Following a sharp decline
after the lock-in period ended
for anchor investors, Paytm is
finding buying interest at lower
levels however 1,700 may act as
a supply point and it may
remain in the 1,300-1,700 range
until the market determines its
right value,"  said Parth Nyati,
Founder, Tradingo.

In traded volume terms,
5.40 lakh shares were traded at
the BSE and over 1.31 crore
units at the NSE during the day.

"The 8 per cent correction

in Paytm stock amidst huge
trading volume as the lock-in
for anchor investors ended
today may be partly due to
anchor institutional exits from
the stock damaged by negative
sentiments. Since the stock is
down 35 per cent from the
issue price the stock may find
buying support at the current
level," VK Vijayakumar, Cheif
investment Strategist at Geojit
Financial Services said.

The stock has been falling
for the fourth session in a row,
tumbling 13.45 per cent.
One97 Communications shares
made their market debut on
November 18 this year. Shares
of One97 Communications
had made a weak market debut
and tumbled over 27 per cent.

Ant Group-backed Paytm's
� 18,300 crore IPO was over-
subscribed 1.89 times last
month. Paytm had fixed its IPO
in a price band of �2,080-
2,150 per share.
Incorporated in 2000, One97
Communications is India's
leading digital ecosystem for
consumers and merchants.

It offers a range of services,
including payment services
and financial services. PTI 

Mumbai: The Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) on
Wednesday said it has
imposed a penalty of �
1.8 crore on Punjab
National Bank and of
�30 lakh on ICICI
Bank for deficiencies
in the regulatory com-
pliance.

In a statement,
the RBI said the
Statutory Inspection
for Supervisory
Evaluation (ISE) of Punjab
National Bank (PNB) was con-
ducted by it with reference to
its financial position as of
March 31, 2019.

Following the ISE and
examination of other docu-
ments, the RBI found contra-
vention of its provisions relat-
ing to the pledge of shares by
the PNB.

In the case of the ICICI
Bank, the RBI said the statuto-
ry inspection for supervisory
evaluation of the bank was con-
ducted by it with reference to

its financial position as of
March 31, 2019.

Later, the RBI found non-
compliance with directions
related to levy of charges for
non-maintenance of minimum
balance in saving accounts.

In both cases, penalties
were based on deficiencies in
regulatory compliance and
were not intended to pro-
nounce upon the validity of any
transaction or agreement
entered into by the banks with
their respective customers, the
RBI mentioned. PTI

New Delhi: Share of the short-
term electricity market will
grow in future with lesser fruc-
tification of long-term power
purchase agreements, Central
Electricity Regulatory
Commission (CERC)
Chairperson P K Pujari said on
Wednesday.

In short-term market,
consumers like captive users or
discoms buy power either at
energy exchanges or directly
from generating firms (gencos)
under open access. This is dif-
ferent from conventional PPAs
where consumers buy electric-
ity for a term as long as 25
years.

"I don't think long-term

PPAs will fructify in future. I
think the share of short-term
electricity market will grow...It
is no way that long term PPAs
will meet 100 per cent
demand," Pujari said at a vir-
tual programme, ‘Know Your
Regulator' organised mainly
by the Centre for Policy
Research.

Pujari was talking in view
of the dynamic power sce-
nario where consumers have
access to different short-term
market products like real time
market, day ahead market and
term ahead market, among
others.

Last year in June, real time
market (RTM) was launched

where consumers, including
distribution companies (dis-
coms) and captive users, can
buy power on exchanges just an
hour before delivery.

Pujari stated that current-
ly the short-term market share
ranges from 6-7 seven per cent
which would grow in future.

He was also of the view
that power sector regulators
(central and state) would have
to be ready with the framework
for short-term products like for
three months (of power supply)
or so. At present, India has two
power exchanges -- Indian
Energy Exchange and Power
Exchange of India Ltd -- where
power trading is done. PTI
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New Delhi: Gold in the
national capital on Wednesday
dipped �297 to �47,019 per 10
gram reflecting decline in
international precious metal
prices, according to HDFC
Securities.

In the previous trade, the
precious metal settled at �
47,316 per 10 gram.

Silver also declined �556
to � 59,569 per kg from
�60,125 per kg in the previous
trade.

In the international mar-
ket, gold was trading lower at
USD 1,769 per ounce and sil-
ver was flat at USD 21.92 per
ounce.

Mumbai: A host of incoming
high frequency indicators are
looking upbeat and consumer
confidence is returning gradu-
ally, an article on the state of
economy written by RBI offi-
cials has observed.

The article published in
the RBI Bulletin also stated the
global economy remains
hostage to heightened uncer-
tainty, with Omicron sparking
fresh containment 
measures.

The Indian economy
bounced back strongly in the
second quarter of 2021-22,
with GDP surpassing its pre-
pandemic levels, and inflation
broadly aligning with the tar-
get.

"The Indian economy con-

tinues to forge ahead, emerging
out of shackles of pandemic,"
stated the article authored by
RBI officials.

It further observed the
ongoing revival is driven by a
confluence of factors --  release
of pent-up demand, govern-
ment's push for capital expen-
diture, robust external demand
and normal monsoon.

Faster resumption of con-
tact-intensive services and
speedy restoration of consumer
confidence brightens near-term
prospects, it said.

The RBI clarified that the
views expressed in the article
are those of the authors and do
not necessarily represent the
views of the Reserve Bank of
India. PTI
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Gregg Wallace, the writer, media per-
sonality and former greengrocer, is best
known for co-presenting and judging
MasterChef, Celebrity MasterChef and
MasterChef: The Professionals. He also has
garnered two Rugby Union coaching
badges. Wallace first watched Millwall and
remains an avid supporter to this day. 

Beginning his career in Covent Garden
Fruit and Veg Market, in 1989, Wallace
started George Allan’s Greengrocers, which
he grew into a large and successful com-
pany supplying fruit and vegetables to
London’s hotels and restaurants.

Following his business success and
with a clear passion and expertise in fruits
and vegetables, the MasterChef host was
also invited to co-present Veg Talk on BBC
Radio 4 with Charlie Hicks. This led to the
presenting of the first series of Saturday
Kitchen in 2002 and eventually to his role
as judge on MasterChef, Celebrity
MasterChef and MasterChef: The
Professionals.

Some other key projects of his include
Eat Well for Less, Inside the Factory, Turn
Back Time, Harvest, Supermarket Secrets
and Who Do You Think You Are?.

The documentary, Inside the Factory,

has the interesting concept of hosts visit-
ing some of the biggest food production
units in Britain and sharing details about
the various processes that take place
inside these factories. The presenters
comprise Cherry Healey, Ruth Goodman
and Wallace.

Read on for excerpts from an inter-
view, about the forthcoming Inside The
Factory Season 5:

Audience has loved the first four sea-
sons and they’re so excited for the fifth
one! Please give us an overview about
Inside the Factory Season 5.

Inside The Factory is an incredibly suc-
cessful format with the team of ours —
Healy, Goodman and me. With exclusive
access to a different factory in each
episode, I get to uncover the astonishing
processes that keep high-volume manufac-
turing on track.

What is new this season?
In terms of format, there is not much

change. What we have been filming, that
you may see at some stage is a lot of off-
shoot, which is called Inside the Mega
Factories, where we looked at the building
of a train, a London bus and a JCB digger.

What is one thing the audience
should look out for?

One of the things that were incredi-
bly unusual in the mass production was the
wax jackets — they are still handcrafted by
a team of very skilled people. That’s what
you should look out for because I found
that quite incredible. In an era of mass pro-
duction, so much there is handmade. Also,
the ladies there realised that I was nice so
they brought me sweets (chuckles).

You go into the factories to figure out
the processing of food. What is your
favourite part about that? 

The favourite bit is the bit that you get
at home — it’s just learning the facts and
figures. The extraordinary scale of produc-
tion astounds me and some of the tech-
nology just takes me by surprise. Basically,
what we are looking at here is everyday
products that we possibly overlook (we
might enjoy them but we generally over-
look them). For me, it’s just ‘wow’! I am
left wondering how much technology goes
into this stuff. The scale of production is
just mind-blowing.

What is the worst thing you've expe-
rienced?

A lot of the food is uncomfortable.
They are very often cold because of the
refrigeration and then they are very often
hot because of the cookery. The known
food products are, by far, the most com-
fortable ones to film. Just so as you know,
I spend three days inside each factory.

One of the worst bits is answering end-
less queries on social media on why it is
I have to wear a hairnet... (sighs). It is not
that I choose to wear the hairnet, anybody

entering the factory has to wear all the pro-
tective equipment, no matter who is it. You
could be decapitated, and you would
have to wear the hairnet over the stump. 

Appealing to a global audience —
how is that achieved? Especially given
that food has strong preference. 

Well, I do not have any part to play in
the creation of the content. I am what I call
‘a spoon for hire’. I just turn up and talk
about things. However, I am guessing that
a lot of the brands that we are discussing
are global brands and are available all over
the world. The scale of manufacturing is
of interest, anyway, to everybody because
I think there are tons of human stories. 

It’s the passion of the people inside the
factories, I think, that tells a lot of the sto-
ries. 

Do you think the love for food is
what brings people back to this show?

No, I don’t think it is. It is the finding
out, it is the knowledge, it is the moments
when you say ‘WOW, really!?’ It is this
curiosity, I think that’s what it is. 

It is also nicely shot. I think that the
appeal is being able to wander around

these factories from the comfort of our
own sofa because they are all absolutely fas-
cinating places to visit. 

You've been around MasterChef for
a long time and have been from a writer
and media personality to a greengrocer.
Do you think this is your calling?

It’s been amazing! MasterChef made
me famous. It was extraordinary, I was a
greengrocer, but now I am famous (laughs)
! It’s just been an incredible journey — a
journey you could never plot or chart. I
have got no idea how it happened. It’s just,
I turned up for an interview one day about
a food programme,  and nearly twenty
years later, I am still there.  

And... no, I think if I have a calling, it
is that I want people to lose weight and get
healthier. I like entertaining people, that
may be one of my callings. The other one
is that I am healthier and fitter. Well, what
I want to do is help people. That is what
I feel a burning desire to do. Help people
feel healthier. About myself, I am four and
a half stone lighter, haha, if you look at the
old MasterChef, you’d see how big I was.
I want to help people — that is my burn-
ing ambition.

Travel has seen a major increase in the
past few months as restrictions are

lifted and more people are willing to step
out to visit new and old destinations.
Decoding these shifting travel patterns
and emerging consumer behaviors,
Glance, a lock-screen content platform
of India and Southeast Asia, surveyed to
understand the travel landscape in 2021-
22 and various preferences of its users
who desired to travel. The ‘Glance
Spotlight on Travel 2021’ report revealed
the emerging consumer sentiment and
growth trajectory of the travel industry
in 2022. 

Over 1,400+ Indian mobile users
were surveyed on InMobi Pulse, a mobile
consumer intelligence platform for the
report. The results were targeted at and
weighed in a way that was representative
of India’s smartphone population. The
survey was conducted between October
15-21, 2021. 

While domestic travel has taken
precedence post-pandemic, one of the
findings highlighted that India still
prefers domestic destinations over foreign
ones. Other key insights that emerged
through the survey were:

�Younger audiences are the most
eager to travel with 56 per cent within the
age group of 18-30 actively planning trips.

�December 2021 will witness a trav-
el surge, with 46 per cent of respondents
planning a trip to at least one destination.

�The most preferred type of vaca-
tion is a family vacation. They outpace
solo travel or trips with friends at 37 per
cent.

�Shorter durations for the trips are
the norm as 54 per cent of respondents
stated their planned trips to be of less than
a week. 

�It is also observed that beaches are
the most preferred, with 22 per cent of
respondents wishing to travel to sea-side
destinations

�For transport, flights are most pop-
ular as 48 per cent of respondents have
stated they would rather take them than
other forms of transport.

In terms of accommodation, 44 per
cent of respondents preferred luxurious

accommodations. However, there has
been a spike in the preference for home-
stays with unique experiences at 32 per
cent. Most users are looking for lucrative
travel packages, especially if it includes
flight and stay. Other findings through
the survey reiterated the rise in shopping
before travel. 

The survey also revealed that 49 per
cent of respondents have pushed their
travel plans to next year, to 2022, mak-
ing it the most favourable time for the
travel industry. The futuristic outlook for
the travel, hospitality, and aviation indus-
tries looks positive as they enter the new
year. 

Winter is a great time of the
year for many people.

There's a lot to do and the weath-
er is great for a lot of winter
sports. But the weather can
change in a split second and you
might go from a mild sunny day
to a stormy and even a wet one.
We’ve already seen instances of
rain in winters in some parts of
the country. While you take care
of all necessary things while
heading out in winters, you can-
not forget to take special care of
your pets in winters, to ensure
they don't get sick.

�W for winter, W for Wellness:
Has your pet had its annual
examination yet? 

Cold weather can worsen
many conditions such as arthri-
tis. You should take your pet to
the veterinarian at least once a
year, and it's just as good a time
as any to make sure your dog or
cat is in top health for cold
weather.

�Pets need choices, too
Pets are just like you, they all

have preferences for quality bed-
ding and many of them may
actually choose to relocate their
sleeping spot based on what
makes them feel most comfort-
able. Foster a good relationship
with your pet by making sure that
s/he has safe options available so
s/he can adjust his sleeping quar-
ters as needed.

�Safety lies indoors
Dogs and cats should be

kept inside during cold weather.
Having fur does not make dogs
or cats immune to frostbite and
hypothermia — this common
belief is quite untrue because it
fails to take into account that
both species are highly suscepti-
ble if care isn't taken for oneself.

�Tap! Tap! Tap!

To prevent an animal injury
from occurring, take precau-
tions like knocking on the hood
and honking the horn before
starting the car to discourage
dogs and cats from curling up
behind the car’s front grill where
temperatures can reach danger-
ously high levels.

�Dress them up
If you have a dog with short

fur, it's not unusual to bundle
them up in the colder months
and be careful that the layers of
clothing you put on them don't
make them feel hot or itchy.
When it comes to protecting your
dog's feet from the freezing tem-
peratures sometimes boots are

used for added insulation but
always remember it's important
to make sure any footwear fits
correctly, otherwise, they might
come off when you're out walk-
ing.

�Tag for easy location
Many pets are lost during the

cold season, and one of the main
reasons is that it’s hard for them
to find their way back home.
Make sure that your pet has a
well-fitting collar on with up-to-
date info so that you can always
get in touch if needed, and that
you both have an emergency plan
where outside help will be able to
easily identify the pet's owner if
they ever need assistance away

from home. You can also opt for
a microchip.

�Beware of poisonous sub-
stances

Be sure not to leave any
potential food, such as chocolate
and onions, lying around on the
floors where they might eat it.
Also, make sure that household
chemicals such as hand soap and
anti-freeze are not readily avail-
able to your animals — they may
consume these in order to get a
quick fix of sweetness or a cool-
ing sensation in their mouth, but
the results can be fatal.

�Be place-cautious
When taking your pets for a

walk, avoid frozen ponds and
lakes. You don't know if this sur-
face will hold up your weight or
not. If you decide to run through
it and fall through the ice, the
danger could be fatal. 

�Be shelter ready
When the weather gets icy,

we recommend making sure
that your dog is living inside.
However, if your dog absolute-
ly needs to be outside, provide
him/her with an insulated home
where he/she can escape snow
and wind. Make sure that they
have unlimited access to fresh
drinking water.

�Do not overfeed
During the winter months,

pet owners worry about the
overall health of their pets
because of the general coldness
outdoors. Some feel that putting
a few extra pounds on their dog
or cat gives it a little more pro-
tection from wind and cold, but
the risks associated with this
extra weight are not worth
doing.

(The author is the co-
founder of TABPS Pets, a pet-

care and food industry.)
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As a part of celebration of Azadi
Ka Amrit Mohatsav, Metro

Railway organised a cycle marathon
at Central Park Depot of East-West
metro corridor on Tuesday.  

SS Mukherjee, Dy chief electri-
cal engineer/E&W, Aparna Ghosh,
Dy secretary (sports and general)
along with members of Metro

Railway Sports Association and the
staff of this depot participated in this
cycle marathon.

All the participants covered the
entire Central Park Depot to make
all aware about the importance of
this Mahotsav and pay tribute to
freedom fighters for their supreme
sacrifice and valour. 

Power Finance Corporation, a
Schedule - A Maharatna

CPSE and India’s leading NBFC
for the power sector has paid
�369.57 crores to Government of
India and �290.45 crores to
other shareholders, totalling to
�660.02 crore as second interim
dividend for the financial year
2021-22 on December 10. 

The second interim divi-
dend @ 25 per cent, that is, �2.50
per equity share of face value �10
each was declared by the Board
of Directors in its meeting held
on November 11, 2021 and is in
addition to the first interim div-
idend amounting to �332.61
crore paid to Govt of India and
�261.4 crore to other share-
holders totalling to �594.01 crore
on September 10, 2021 @ 22.5
per cent i.e. � 2.25 per equity
share of face value �10 each for
the financial year 2021-22.

With this PFC has so far
paid interim dividend amount-
ing to �1,254.03 crore to its
shareholders @ 47.5 per cent i.e.
�4.75 per equity share of face
value �10 each for the financial
year 2021-22.

After a 1,000 km long bicy-
cle journey from Mumbai

to raise awareness against air
pollution, fitness icon Milind
Soman reached Delhi where he
culminated the ‘Green Ride –
Ek Pahal Swachh Hawa Ki
Ore’ powered by GAIL (India)
Limited. GAIL Chairman and
MD Manoj Jain, Director
(Marketing), E S Ranganathan,
Director (Finance) R K Jain,
Chief Vigilance Officer Shubha
Naresh Bhambhani and other
senior officials were present on
the occasion.

The Green Ride entourage
started on December 3 from
Mumbai and passed through
Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Rajasthan and Haryana before
arriving at New Delhi.

“Delighted, grateful and
exhilarated! This sums up my

journey on cycle from Mumbai
to Delhi. The GREEN RIDE
was an effort to explore and
promote healthier modes of
transportation,” Soman shared. 

“I hope I was able to cre-
ate some more awareness
about how we are polluting the
air we breathe, and efforts we
all can make to reduce this
pollution! Every small step
that we take, like opting for a
car pool, planting a tree,
choosing to cycle rather than
take a car, quitting smoking
and so many other small ways,
plays a huge role in making
our environment healthier for
us and all life on the planet.
Will continue to champion
for this cause and other impor-
tant ones through more such
initiatives in the future,” he
added.

All the buildings of Rajasthan Housing
Board are being built on Green Building

Concept Presentation on Green Building
Concept by CII-IGBC Green Building
Concept is economical as well as environ-
ment friendly.

Housing Commissioner, Pawan Arora,
informed that all the under-construction
multi-storey buildings are being built on
green building concept by Rajasthan Housing
Board keeping in view the environmental
improvement and future requirements. He
said that mainly multi-storey buildings are
being built on green building concept under
MLA Housing Project, AIS Residency,
Coaching Hub and under Mukhyamantri Jan
Awas Yojna under construction in Pratap
Nagar and Indira Gandhi Nagar Yojna.

Arora was addressing a workshop on
‘Green Building Concept — the need of the
present’ organised under the joint aegis of CII
IGBC (Indian Green Building Council)
Jaipur and Rajasthan Housing Board in the
conference room located at the Divisional
Headquarters on Tuesday. 

Power Grid Corporation of India Limited
(POWERGRID) signed an MoU with the

governor of Himachal Pradesh through Chief
Medical Officer (CMO) of Kangra for provid-
ing one 1.5 Tesla MRI machine in Kangra on
December 14 under  its Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR). The MoU was signed
in the  august presence of Vipin Singh
Parmar,  speaker of Himachal Pradesh legisla-
tive Assembly, Rajiv Saizal,  Minister for
Health and Family Welfare, Himacahl
Pradesh, Rajinder Garg, Minister for food, civil
supplies and consumer affairs, Himachal
Pradesh, Shanta Kumar, former Chief
Minister, Himachal Pradesh, VK Singh, direc-

tor (Personnel)-POWERGRID, TC Sarmah,
executive director(CSR), POWERGRID,
Kailash Rathore, executive director of POW-
ERGRID, Northern Region-II and  other
senior officials from Himachal Pradesh
Government and POWERGRID.

The MoU was signed by Dev Kumar,
Senior General Manager (HP) on behalf of
POWERGRID and Dr Gurdarshan Gupta,
Chief Medical Officer (CMO), Kangra on
behalf of Governor, Himachal Pradesh.

Kalinga Institute of
Industrial Technology

(KIIT) Deemed to be
University, Bhubaneswar,
has been awarded ‘THE
Awards Asia’ Leadership
and Management Team of
the Year for its phenome-
nal pandemic response
and relief work. The award
was announced by the
Times Higher Education
(THE). KIIT is the only
University from India and
also the only university in
Asia to get this award in

one of the categories, for
the second year in a row.
KIIT was also declared
winner in the category
‘Workplace of the Year’
last year.

KIIT got this recogni-
tion for its readiness to
react to uncertainties,

reach the unreached, and
endeavour to serve society.
This includes setting up
free Covid hospitals, dis-
tributing masks and sani-
tisers, food and essentials,
scholarships, adopting
orphans, and leveraging
community education.

Life Insurance Corporation of
India has introduced a new

plan — Dhan Rekha — with effect
from December 13 which is a
non-linked, non-participating,
individual savings life insurance
plan. The product has various
benefits and unique features. There
are special premium rates for
female lives. All benefits under the
plan are fully guaranteed. 

Plan provides a percentage of
the basic Sum Assured as Survival
Benefit at regular intervals  start-
ing from end of premium paying
term provided policy is in force.
Guaranteed additions shall accrue

at the end of each policy year start-
ing from the 6th Policy Year to the
end of the  Policy Term provided
the policy is in force. The unique
benefit of this plan is that on
maturity, the policyholder receives
full sum assured without deduction
of the money back amount received
along with accrued guaranteed
additions. This plan provides finan-
cial support for the family in case
of unfortunate death of the policy-
holder during the policy term. 

This plan also takes care of liq-
uidity needs through loan facility.
Optional Riders are available  under
this plan on payment of addition-

al premium subject to conditions. 
The minimum sum assured

under this plan is � two lakhs and
no limit for maximum sum
assured. The minimum age at
entry ranges from 90 days to 8
years as per chosen policy term.
The maximum age at entry ranges
from 35 years to 55 years depend-
ing upon the chosen  policy term.
The plan is available for purchase
off l ine mode through
Agents/Intermediaries  including
POSPLI/Common Public Service
Centres (CPSC-SPV) as well as
online directly  through their
website.

Acharya Devvrat, Governor of
Gujarat, explained how Hunar
Haat is playing a pivotal role

in protection and promotion of
thousands years’ old ancestral lega-
cy of arts and craftsmanship of the
country.

In his address after inaugurating
the 34th Hunar Haat at Vanita
Vishram Parisar, Surat, Devvrat said
that the artisans and craftsmen of the
Hunar Haat have revived the coun-
try's heritage of art and skill. They
have increased India's prestige and
pride.

Devvrat mentioned that the
Government led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has taken several sig-
nificant steps to protect and promote
the ancestral legacy of arts and
craftsmanship of our country which
was on the verge of extinction. The
Hunar Haat has proved to be an
effective platform in this regard.
The Hunar Haat has strengthened
the campaign of ‘Vocal for Local’.

The Hunar Haat is not only hon-
ouring the ancestral legacy of India
but is also providing employment
opportunities to lakhs of artisans and
craftsmen from across the country.

He added that ‘Ek Bharat,
Shreshtha Bharat’ is displayed at
Hunar Haat in true sense. Since the
ancient times, India had been known
as the 'Sone Ki Chidiya' (Golden

Bird) due to its abundance of arts,
craftsmanship, culture & tradition.
And the country’s artisans and crafts-
men played an important role in
making the country the ‘Sone Ki
Chidiya’. Today, the Hunar Haat is
uniting the art and skill from every
corner of the country.

On the occasion, Union Minister
for Minority Affairs and Deputy
Leader, Rajya Sabha, Mukhtar Abbas
Naqvi said that the Hunar Haat has
proved a “powerful perfect plat-
form” of three Vs — “Vishwakarma
Virasat Ka Vikas”. The Government
has not only protected the country’s
legacy of art and craftsmanship, it has

also provided market and opportu-
nities to indigenous products.

Naqvi shared that more than
seven lakh artisans, craftsmen and
people associated with them have
been provided employment and
employment opportunities through
Hunar Haat in the last about 6
years. About 40 per cent of them are
women artisans.

In his address, senior Gujarat
Minister Purneshbhai Modi said
that every region, every district,
every village of our country has
skilled people. 

Exquisite and elegant indige-
nous handmade products from more
than 30 States and UTs are available
in this 34th Hunar Haat in Surat where
more than 600 artisans and crafts-
men are participating with about 300
stalls. Traditional dishes from differ-
ent regions of the country are also
available at Hunar Haat in Surat.

Besides rare handmade indige-
nous products and traditional dish-
es; various cultural and musical pro-
grammes of renowned artists and
Vishwakarma Vatika are also a major
attraction of this 10-day Hunar Haat
in Surat.

Union Minister of State for Rail
and Textiles Darshana Jardosh;
Gujarat Road and Building, Tourism
Minister Purneshbhai Modi and
Agriculture and Energy Minister
Mukeshbhai Patel; MLAs Arvindbhai
Rana, Kantibhai Balar, Sangitaben
Patil, Vivekbhai Patel, Pravinbhai
Ghoghari and Zankhanaben H Patel;
Surat Mayor Hemali Boghawala and
other dignitaries graced the occasion
with their presence.

Vellore Institute of
Technology, Chennai

team ‘Quinproc’ has
bagged fourth position
and received an award of
�20 lakhs in the Swadeshi
M i c r o p r o c e s s o r
Challenge, conducted by
the Ministry of
Electronics and
Information Technology
(MeitY) held in New
Delhi on December 2-3.
Quinproc team compris-
ing of AR Mirunalini, S
Shwetha, S Varsha Sri
and Dr A Annis Fathima
from School of
Electronics Engineering,
was led by Dr John
Sahaya Rani Alex.

The Scope of the

Swadeshi Microprocessor
challenge is to provide a
strong ecosystem of start-

ups, innovators &
researchers in the coun-
try to promote a culture

of innovation and entre-
preneurship by creation
of complex designs and
innovation of frugal solu-
tions around home-
grown processors, SAK-
THI developed at IITM
and VEGA at CDAC. 

The team proposed a
Wireless Maternal Health
Monitoring system using
SAKTHI processor, inte-
grated with a mobile
application, which
enables the care takers
and doctors, to remotely
monitor the vital signs of
pregnant women. The
product is intended for
use in Primary Health
Centres and rural health
care centres. 

Acommuter had a  bad fall on
the ramp after getting down

from a DN Metro at Kavi Subhash
Metro station and sustained
injuries.

On seeing this, the on-duty
RPF and Metro staff at the plat-
form immediately rushed to
attend him and took him to the
Station Master’s office where he
was given first aid. Thereafter, he
was sent to Tapan Sinha Memorial
Hospital for treatment.    

He was later discharged from
M R Bangur Hospital in stable
condition. 

Vellore Institute of
Technology, Chennai has

signed an MoU with Linguee
Global Solutions for joint devel-
opment of a novel all-in-one
Human Resource Management
System (HRMS). Linguee offers
end to end HR, Payroll, Financial
administration, Training &
Development services and solu-
tions. The proposed AI driven
digital platform, with automation
and privacy as integral compo-
nents, will introduce the much
needed innovation in HRMS. 

Dr. Susan Elias, Deputy
Director, Centre for Advanced

Data Science and Arhit Das,
Student Lead, Google Developer
Student Club, VIT Chennai will
facilitate the development and
deployment of this product,
intended for a global market.  

During the occasion, Hari
Guha, Director Linguee, moti-
vated the team and reiterated the
need for developing a product

that will transform the human
resource management sector. Dr
V S Kanchana Bhaaskaran, Pro
Vice-Chancellor, VIT Chennai,
extended all support to this
endeavour and highlighted the
positive impact and significance
of such joint product develop-
ment activities for the students,
faculty and industry.

As the nation celebrates 75
years of India’s independence,

the National Gallery of Modern
Art (NGMA), New Delhi has
organised a week-long art work-
shop till the December 17 in
Bhubaneshwar titled, ‘Kala
Kumbh — Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav’. The scrolls are being
painted as per the artistic vision
of Adwait Garanayak, DG,
NGMA.

The workshop brings togeth-
er over 250 artists from across the
country to paint part of the 750-
meter-long scroll depicting the
heroic lives and struggles of
unsung heroes of India’s freedom
movement. These scrolls will be
an integral part of the Republic
Day Celebrations in 2022.

“Any history of the indepen-
dence movement would be
incomplete without recounting
the foremost role played by the
masses and in particular by

women. Through the narrations
in the scrolls, we are trying to give
an artistic representation of the
tales of valour and sacrifice of our
unsung heroes,” said Temsunaro
Jamir, director of NGMA.

At Bhubaneswar, the narra-
tives would reflect the tales of
valor from Odisha, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Bengal,
north eastern parts of India and
Andhra Pradesh with artistic
expressions reflecting the indige-
nous forms of art such as pattachi-
tra, talapatra chitra, manjusa,
madhubani and jadupatua to
name a few.

As the National Gallery of
Modern Art, New Delhi takes
these workshops to other parts of
the country, many more forms of
indigenous art will used to weave
the stories of our unsung heroes
which will be a befitting artistic
tribute to their contributions to the
freedom movement.
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India’s HS Prannoy registered
a straight-game win over

Daren Liew of Malaysia to
reach the pre-quarterfinals of
the BWF World Badminton
Championships here on
Wednesday.

Prannoy beat his Malaysian
opponent 21-7 21-17 in a men’s
singles second round match
that lasted 42 minutes.

He will play the winner of
another second round match
between Luís Enrique Penalver
of Spain and Rasmus Gemke of
Denmark in the pre-quarterfi-
nals.

Prannoy joined two
other Indians, Kidambi
Srikanth and Lakshya
Sen, in the men’s sin-
gles pre-quarterfinals
of the showpiece tour-
nament.

Prannoy faced
little resis-
tance from
Liew in the
first game.
From 8-5,
the Indian
took eight
s t r a i g h t
points to zoom
to 16-5 before
pocketing it easi-
ly.

The second
game was more
competitive and
the two players
were levelled

at 6-6. But from there, Prannoy
never fell behind as he cruised
to 16-11.

The Malaysian narrowed
the gap but Prannoy was up 19-
16 before pocketing the second
game and the match.

The women’s doubles pair
of Ashwini Ponnappa and N
Sikki Reddy also entered the
pre-quarterfinals after a hard-
fought 21-11 9-21 21-13 win
over the Chinese pair of Liu
Xuan Xuan and Xia Yu Ting in
a 51-minute second round
match.

In the men’s doubles how-
ever, the Indian pair of MR

Arjun and Dhruv Kapila
lost to 11th seeded Russian
pair of Vladimir Ivanov
and Ivan Sozonov 11-21
16-21 in a second round
match that lasted 41 min-

utes. 
On Tuesday, defend-

ing champion PV
Sindhu reached
the women’s
singles pre-
quarterfinals
with an easy
21-7 21-9
win over
M a r t i n a

Repiska of
S l o v a k i a .
Sindhu had got

a first-round bye.
She will face
P o r n p a w e e
Chochuwong of
Thailand in the
pre-quarterfinals.
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Fighting back tears, Barcelona
striker Sergio Aguero

announced his immediate
retirement on Wednesday
for health reasons.

The 33-year-old
Argentina striker under-
went heart tests after leaving
the field, holding his chest,
during Barcelona’s match
against Alaves in the
Spanish league on
October 30.

His condition

has since been evaluated, and a
sobbing Aguero said at a Camp
Nou press conference — attended
by Barcelona players and board

members, family and former
colleagues — that he had

decided to stop playing.
“I’d like to stay here

and keep helping my
teammates,” Aguero
said, “but things hap-

pen for a reason.”
Aguero

said he
made the
decision

10 days ago. He was told after his
first heart test that there was a big
possibility he could not play again.

He took deep breaths and
shook his head before making the
announcement, then looked on in
sadness as a highlight reel of his
career highlights was shown on the
screen.

Aguero is one of the world’s
most well-known players, having
only joined Barcelona in the off-
season after ending a 10-year stint
at Manchester City during which
he became a great of the English
game.
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Striker Dilpreet Singh struck a
hat-trick as defending champions

and Tokyo Olympics bronze medal-
list India thrashed hosts Bangladesh
9-0 to register their first win in the
Asian Champions Trophy men’s
hockey tournament here on

Wednesday.
Dilpreet (12th, 22nd and 45th)

scored three field goals for India,
while Jarmanpreet Singh (33rd,
43rd) struck a brace from penalty
corners situations.

In between Lalit Upadhayay
(28th) deflected in a variation from
vice-captain Harmanpreet Singh’s

flick from a penalty corner.
Akashdeep Singh (54th) also found
the net from a field effort before
Mandeep Mor scored his debut goal
for the country from a set piece in
the 55th minute.

If that was not enough,
Harmanpreet also put his name on
the score-sheet, perfectly convert-
ing India’s 13th penalty corner in the
57th minute.

Playing their first tournament
with some new players after the his-
toric Tokyo Olympics campaign, the
Manpreet Singh-led India had ear-
lier drawn 2-2 against Korea in their
tournament opener on Tuesday.

India will next play arch-rivals
Pakistan in the round-robin stage
here on Friday.

Held to a draw by Korea in their
lung-opener, the Indians came out
with purpose against lowly
Bangladesh and controlled the pro-
ceedings in the entire first 
two quarters.
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There to launch the Khelo India U-21
Women’s Hockey League, Sports Minister

and former BCCI president Anurag Thakur
ended up being asked about the conjecture sur-
rounding Test skipper Virat Kohli and limit-
ed-overs captain Rohit Sharma but he sought
to steer clear of the matter by stating “no one
is bigger than the sport”. Thakur, who served
as the BCCI president from May 2015 to
February 2017 before leaving the position after
a Supreme Court directive, was speaking on
the sidelines of the launch.

“Nobody is bigger than the sport. I can’t
give you information as to what’s going on
between which players and in which game. It’s
the job of concerned federations/associa-
tions. It’s for the concerned association to deal
with the matter. It’ll be better that way,” said
Thakur when a question on the speculation
about the equation between Rohit and Kohli.

After Test vice-captain Rohit was ruled out
of the upcoming series in South Africa due to
the recurrence of a left hamstring injury,
reports emerged that Kohli will take a break
from the ODI series in the Rainbow Nation
to spend some time with his young family. 
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India will open their campaign against
arch-rivals Pakistan in the Women’s

ODI World Cup beginning in New
Zealand on March 4, the ICC announced
on Wednesday.

The first set of games will see two
massive rivalries take the centre stage,
with Australia taking on defending cham-
pions England at Seddon Park in
Hamilton on March 5 and last edition’s

runners-up India facing Pakistan in
Tauranga on March 6.

A total of 31 games will be played
across 31 days, with the eight teams clash-
ing to get their hands on the coveted
World Cup trophy. 

Auckland, Christchurch, Dunedin,
Hamilton, Tauranga, and Wellington
will be the six cities that will host the tour-
nament.

Australia, England, South Africa and
India qualified for the event on the basis
of their position in ICC Women’s
Championship 2017-20 while New
Zealand automatically qualified as hosts.

On the basis of team rankings,
Bangladesh, Pakistan and West Indies
were the final three teams to book their
berth for the World Cup after the
Women’s Cricket World Cup Qualifier
was called off due to COVID-related
uncertainty.
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Seven goals — even without a rec-
ognizable striker. A seventh suc-

cessive victory. Manchester City is
looking ruthless in its Premier
League title defense.

Kevin De Bruyne struck twice,
while Phil Foden, Jack Grealish,
Riyad Mahrez, John Stones and
Nathan Ake also got on the score-
sheet as the champions overpow-
ered Leeds 7-0 on Tuesday.

In a tight title race, the flurry of
goals moved City within two of
Liverpool’s goal difference of plus-
33.

“We didn’t score as many goals
this season,” manager Pep
Guardiola said, “but today was a
good run to be close to Liverpool
and Chelsea.”

City has a four-point lead over

2020 champion Liverpool, which
plays Newcastle on Thursday. That’s
when Chelsea, which is a point fur-
ther back, hosts Everton.

The seven-goal defeat equaled
the worst losing margin in the his-
tory of Leeds. Marcelo Bielsa’s team
is five points above the relegation
zone.

“There is nothing positive to
take away from our performance. I
can’t find anything that can be val-
ued,” Bielsa told BT Sport. 

“As is natural in these cases, it
is not the individuals that fail but
the organization.

“There is no justification I can
offer,” he continued, “the game was
exactly how we thought it was
going to be. We prepared our-
selves to avoid everything that hap-
pened and we didn’t manage to get
anything.”

Guardiola had warned that
Leeds’ high-tempo style would need
to be countered and City did this by

tearing into the visitors from the
outset. “We lost five points last sea-
son playing Leeds,” Guardiola said. 

“We tried to prepare well and
maybe the players felt it was a more
serious team than people think
about. We saw the game against
Chelsea (a 3-2 loss for Leeds on
Saturday) and they deserved to take
a point with the way they fought.
Maybe they were a little bit tired.”

With Rodri producing one of
his best performances in a City
shirt, the hosts attacked at will and
with great fluidity.

City was absolutely relentless
after Foden guided in a shot from
outside the box in the eighth
minute.

Another goal followed just five
minutes when Mahrez curled the
ball back into the area for Grealish
to head into the net.

Rodri played in De Bruyne to
thump in a low shot in the 32nd and
the only surprise was it took City

until four minutes into the second
half to score again when a shot from
Mahrez deflected in off Junior
Firpo.

De Bruyne was on target again
with a ferocious long-range strike
in the 62nd and Stones scored in the
74th.

Ake’s powerful header complet-
ed Leeds’ misery four minutes later.

Bayern hammer Stuttgart 5-0 to
extend Bundesliga lead to nine
points

Serge Gnabry scored a hat trick
as Bayern Munich stretched its
lead in the Bundesliga to nine
points with a 5-0 hammering of
Stuttgart.

Stuttgart survived an early
string of chances for Bayern to
score, and even created a couple of
its own, before Gnabry curled the
ball into the top-right corner in the

40th minute to open the scoring on
Tuesday.

Thomas Muller set up Gnabry
for a second goal just after halftime
before a run of three goals in five
minutes finished off Stuttgart. 

Robert Lewandowski chipped
the ball over the goalkeeper in the
69th before tapping in a Gnabry
cross three minutes later. 

Soon after, Gnabry completed
his hat trick when a cross from
Muller was palmed into his path by
the keeper.

Stuttgart stays 15th after a
defeat which brought Pellegrino
Matarazzo’s team back down to
earth following a 2-0 upset win over
Wolfsburg on Saturday.

The game was played in an
empty stadium because of state-
level restrictions following a rise in
coronavirus cases.
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India Test skipper Virat Kohli on
Wednesday said the BCCI
never asked him to reconsider
quitting T20 leadership as

claimed by the Board and his
removal from ODI captaincy hap-
pened 90 minutes before the team’s
selection for the upcoming South
Africa tour.

At the pre-departure press meet
before the South Africa tour, the
Indian skipper took all the tough
questions head on and said that he
would put his full support behind
new white-ball skipper Rohit
Sharma and head coach Rahul
Dravid’s “vision”. He said he under-
stands that not winning an ICC
white ball trophy led to his removal.

“Whatever was said about the
communication that happened
about the decision that was made
was inaccurate,” Kohli said with
obvious reference to BCCI pres-
ident Sourav Ganguly’s state-
ment about the Board request-
ing him not to quit as
split captaincy
might not work
in the white-
ball format.

“I was
c o n t a c t e d
one and half
hours before
selection meeting
on 8th for Test series and
there was no prior com-
munication to me at all
since I announced my
decision on T20 captain-
cy.

“...The chief selector
discussed the Test team to
which we both agreed.
Before ending the call, I was
told that the five selectors
have decided that I will not be
the ODI captain to which I
replied ‘okay fine’,” the 33-
year-old added as he recalled
the sequence of events.

“In the selection call after-
wards we chatted about it
briefly and that’s what hap-
pened.”

The discord between Kohli
and the BCCI mandarins came

out in the open when he was asked
the next question.

But you had only stated that you
wanted to remain captain till 2023
ODI World Cup?

“Was it a question?” 
Kohli smiled.

“Yes, it is a question because you
had only said you wanted to remain
India’s ODI captain?,” the reporter
again asked.

“When I left the T20 captaincy,
I had first approached BCCI and
intimated them of my decision and
laid down my point of view in front
of them (office bearers).

“I gave the reasons why I want-
ed to quit T20 captaincy and my
view point was received very nice-

ly. There was no offence, no hesita-
tion and not for once was I told that
‘you should not leave T20 captain-
cy’,” Kohli said, in complete contra-
diction to what Ganguly had stat-
ed a few days earlier.

Kohli said the BCCI brass called
his decision a progressive one.

“On the contrary, the BCCI
called it a progressive step and in the
right direction. 

At that time I had communicat-
ed that, yes I would like to contin-
ue in Tests and ODIs unless office-
bearers and selectors think that I
shouldn’t carry on with this respon-
sibility. “I had clarified on my call
and communication to BCCI was

clear. 

I had given that option if office
bearers and selectors think other-
wise, then it’s in their hands (their
call).”

Ganguly had stated that Kohli’s
decision to not reconsider giving up
T20 captaincy prompted the selec-
tors to go for Rohit as the sole white-
ball skipper as two different captains
in the two formats would have led
to “too much leadership.”

“We had requested Virat not to
step down as T20 captain but he
didn’t want to continue as captain.
So, the selectors felt that they can-
not have two white ball captains in
two white-ball formats. That’s too
much of leadership,” the BCCI
president and former India captain
had told PTI.

Rohit also replaced a woefully
out of form Ajinkya Rahane as
Kohli’s deputy in the Test format. 

Rohit is able captain and will
have my 100 percent support, tired
of questions on equation with him
“Tired” of quelling never-ending
speculation about a rift with Rohit
Sharma, India’s Test skipper Virat
Kohli on Wednesday described his
white-ball successor as an “able and
tactically sound” captain, who will
have his complete backing as a
senior player.  

Kohli, who was removed by the
BCCI from ODI captaincy, made it
clear that he was never spoken to
about being replaced till chairman
of selectors Chetan Sharma inti-

mated him 90 minutes before the
scheduled team selection meet-
ing for the South Africa tour.

Asked how he sees his
role under Rohit Sharma’s
captaincy, Kohli said: “My
responsibility is obviously to
push the team in the right
direction, something that

I’ve always
looked to
do even
before I

became cap-
tain, so that

mindset has
never changed and
it will never
change.

“But Rohit is a
very able captain

and tactically very sound. We’ve
seen that in the games that he has
captained for India and in the IPL
as well. So is (Rahul) Dravid bhai,
who’s a very, very balanced coach,
great man manager.

“Both of them will have my
absolute support and my contribu-
tion in whatever vision they set for
the team and I will be there to sup-
port that 100 per cent and contin-
ue to be a guy who can push the
team in the right direction going
forward from here,” Kohli added in
a press conference ahead of the
team’s departure to South Africa.

When asked about the conjec-
tures that all is not well between him
and Rohit, the Test skipper said that
he is tired of clarifying.

“I’ve clarified previously also -
I’m tired of clarifying because it’s
asked repeatedly,” he said.

“I can say with guarantee that

any action of mine, any communi-
cation, won’t be to put the team
down till I play cricket. That’s my
commitment to Indian cricket.”

He then added that he under-
stood why BCCI took a decision to
remove him.

“I can understand why - the rea-
son, we haven’t won an ICC tour-
nament,” he said.

“Whether the decision they
took is right or wrong, there’s no
debate. 

It’s a logical decision which I
understand. The events that tran-
spired and the way I was commu-
nicated, I’ve told you.”

For him, he had led the side
with utmost honesty.

“About captaincy, one thing I
can say is, I’ve been honest to the
responsibility and done it to the best
of my ability. That’s my assessment
of my limited-overs captaincy.

We can do something special
in South Africa this time 
around: Kohli

South Africa is the final fron-
tier that the Indian Test team is yet
to conquer but skipper Virat Kohli
firmly believes that his side can do
“something special” in its upcom-
ing tour of the Rainbow Nation with
a maiden series win there.

India would look to improve
on their recent impressive record
overseas when they take on South
Africa in a three-match Test series,
starting December 26, under Kohli’s
captaincy.

“We are very well placed in
terms of experience, belief and
confidence that this time around we
can do something special and get
the results 

that we want as a team and
overcome probably the toughest
conditions to go and win a series,”
Kohli said on Wednesday. 

“South Africa is one place where
we have not won a series yet. 

So we are very motivated to do
that. And the mindset is always to
go there and win a series in any
country that we play.

“We don’t anymore think of just
winning a Test here and there and
we will do our absolute best that we
can as a team and make sure that we
keep contributing towards that
cause,” he added.

India had created history by
beating Australia on their own turf
twice, and were leading England 2-
1 before their UK tour was abrupt-
ly suspended earlier this year.

India have played 20 Tests in
South Africa, winning only three,
and in their last tour in 2018, they
gave a tough fight but still lost the
series 1-2.

India recently defeated New
Zealand 1-0 in a two-match Test
series at home.

In the history of Test cricket,
there are only three teams —
England, Australia and Sri Lanka -
- who have managed to beat South
Africa in their their own backyard.

“We can take a lot of motivation
from that of course. We probably
won in the toughest conditions on
that tour. So that should give us a
lot of confidence,” Kohli said.
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Tearful Aguero announces retirement for health reasons


