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Amid concerns that from
just two infections three

weeks ago, the number of cases
of Covid-19 fast-spreading
strain Omicron has zoomed
past the 200-mark in India, an
alarmed Centre on Tuesday
wrote to all State Governments
regarding preventive measures,
including local level contain-
ment and stepping up health
services in different parts of the
country.

Union Health Ministry
officials said at least two peo-
ple in Odisha have tested pos-
itive for the Omicron variant of
Covid-19, the first case of the
latest version of coronavirus in
the State. Bhubaneswar-based
Institute of Life Sciences (ILS)
too confirmed the existence of
the variant in the two patients
after conducting the genome
sequencing on 12 samples.

Out of 200 Omicron cases,
77 patients have recovered or
migrated. Maharashtra and
Delhi have the highest number
of Omicron cases, at 54 each,
followed by Telangana (20)
and Karnataka (19).

Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan, in his letter,
shared a few targeted actions
that need to be implemented by
the States to curb any possible
outbreak.

“At the district level, there
should be a constant review of
emerging data regarding the
population affected by Covid-
19, geographical spread, hos-
pital infrastructure and its util-
isation, manpower, notifying
containment zones, enforce-
ment of perimeter of contain-
ment, etc,” wrote Bhushan.

“This evidence should be
the basis for effective decision
making at the district level
itself. Such a strategy ensures
that infection is contained at
the local level itself before it
spreads to other parts of the
State,” he added.

Echoing recent WHO
warning that the Omicron is
spreading faster than Delta, the
senior health official said that
based on current scientific evi-
dence, the new variant is at
least 3 times more transmissi-

ble than the Delta virus.
Besides, the Delta variant is still
present in different parts of the
country. Hence, even greater
foresight, data analysis, dynam-
ic decision making and strict
and prompt containment
action is required at the local
and district level. The decision-
making at the State/UT and
district level must be very
prompt and focused, said the
Union Health Secretary.

The Ministry left on the
States to take the containment
measures saying that it can be
based on the local situation and
population characteristics such
as density etc.  “… and keeping
in mind the higher transmissi-
bility of Omicron, States/UTs
can take containment mea-
sures and restrictions even
before these thresholds are
reached,” said Bhushan.

The Centre also asked the
States to ensure cent per cent
vaccine coverage of the left out
first and second dose eligible
beneficiaries in an accelerated
manner. With 137 crore doses
administered so far, 88 per cent
of the country’s population
have received one dose of the
vaccine, while 58 per cent have
been fully vaccinated.

“Special focus should be
given to those districts where
the first and second dose cov-
erage is less than the national
average. The door-to-door vac-
cination campaign need to be
strengthened,” he said.

Some of the strategic areas
of intervention focusing on con-
tainment, test, track, surveil-
lance, clinical management, vac-
cination and Covid appropriate
behaviour need to be taken up,
the official said in the letter.

%���� 26��768��

The US vaccine manufac-
turer Moderna has said

that a booster dose of its Covid-
19 vaccine should offer pro-
tection against the rapidly
spreading Omicron variant. It
said that lab tests showed the
half-dose booster shot
increased by 37 times the level
of so-called neutralising anti-
bodies able to fight omicron.

It also said that the current
version of the vaccine would
continue to be Moderna’s “first
line of defence against
Omicron.”

“We’ll be able to rely on this
vaccine to address the near-
term surge of Omicron cases,”
Stephen Hoge, president of
Moderna, said on a conference
call on Monday to a news
agency.

However, he said tests
showed that after only two
doses, protection against
Omicron was “substantially
lower” than against the initial
strain of Covid.

Giving a full dose of
Moderna’s vaccine as a boost-
er shot also provides more
antibody protection against
Omicron than the currently
authorised half-strength injec-
tion, according to the
announced results.

The lab study measured the
levels of Omicron-neutralising
antibodies in blood samples
from 40 people who had low
levels of these antibodies before
getting the booster.

The current recommen-
dation is to give 100 micro-
grams of the Moderna jab as a
first and second dose for pro-
tection from Covid-19, fol-
lowed by a 50-microgram
booster.

Antibodies were measured
29 days after booster partici-
pants got the third jabs, with
half getting a 50 microgram
dose and another half getting
100 micrograms.

Moderna says preliminary
data show antibody response to
Omicron at the 50 microgram
dose increased 37-fold, but
when the dose was doubled,
antibody levels rose 83-fold.

Moderna CEO Stephane
Bancel called the results “reas-
suring” adding that the com-
pany continued to develop an
Omicron-specific jab.

Hoge added, “We’re cau-
tiously optimistic given the
data presented here... that the
authorized booster dose of 50
microgram should provide
good protection, we would
hope, against the Omicron
variant.”

Continued on Page 2

New Delhi: Trinamool
Congress floor leader Derek
O’Brien was suspended from
the Rajya Sabha on Tuesday for
the remaining part of the
Winter Session after he threw
a House rule book at the Chair. 

Sasmit Patra, who was in
the Chair, said the TMC MP
had raised a point of order and
the Deputy Chairman duly
responded to it.

Derek was suspended after
the Upper House passed a
motion moved by Minister of
State for Parliamentary Affairs
V Muraleedharan in this
regard. 

Patra observed that the
TMC leader flung the rule
book furiously in the direction
of the Chair. “The rule book
would have hit the chair, or sec-
retary-general or officials sit-
ting at the table,” he said.

Continued on Page 2
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Seven months after returning
to power with a thumping

majority in the Assembly elec-
tions, the ruling Trinamool
Congress on Wednesday reg-
istered yet another landslide
victory winning the much
hyped Kolkata Municipal
Corporation polls garnering a
whopping 72 per cent votes and
bagging 134 out of 144 wards
of the eastern metropolis.

The BJP, which emerged as
the principal Opposition party
in the State politics, could
manage only three seats while
the Left Front and the Congress
won two each. Independent
candidates who were making a
beeline for joining the TMC
soon after the election results
clinched three seats.

In 2015 elections, the TMC
had won 113 seats leaving 16

for the Left and 5 for the
Congress. The BJP had won 4
seats. However going by the
2021 Assembly election results,
the TMC had taken a lead from
131 wards implying thereby
that the KMC polls leave the
party richer by the three seats.
The BJP had taken a lead in 13
wards, whereas the Left and the
Congress led in none.

That BJP’s graph was com-
ing down fast was again appar-
ent from the fact that the vote
share of the saffron outfit came
down to mere 9 per cent with
the Left’s vote share going up to
12 per cent from just about 5
per cent.

Continued on Page 2
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Close on the heels of allega-
tions by Samajwadi Party

chief Akhilesh Yadav that his
phone was tapped by the
Bharatiya Janata Party
Government, now Congress
general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra on Tuesday
came out with similar charges.

She accused the
Government claiming that her
children’s Instagram accounts
were hacked. Slamming the
Government she questions
“don’t you have any work?”

The controversy over
phone tapping started when
former UP CM Akhilesh had
claimed that the UP
Government taps his phones
and CM Yogi listens to his
phone conversations. 

Akhilesh, alleging phone
tapping, had said, “All our
phone calls are being heard. All
the phones of the SP office are
tapped. CM himself is listening
to some recordings in the
evening. If you (journalists)
contact us, then understand
that you are also being heard.”

%���� 26��768��

The Government on Tuesday
introduced in the Lok

Sabha the Bill to fix 21 years as
the uniform age of marriage for
women and men. Soon after
the introduction of the Bill,
Smriti Irani, the Women and
Child Development Minister,
urged the Chair to refer it to a
standing committee. In her
brief introduction, the Minister
termed the Bill a “decisive
step” in the country’s history. 

The introduction of the
Prohibition of Child Marriage
(Amendment) Bill, 2021, was
opposed by some members

who contended
that the move
infringed upon
several personal
laws in violation

of fundamental rights and
demanded that it be referred to
a Parliamentary panel for
greater scrutiny.                 

The Bill seeks to amend
seven personal laws  — the
Indian Christian Marriage Act,
the Parsi Marriage and Divorce
Act, the Muslim Personal Law
(Shariat) Application Act, the
Special Marriage Act, the
Hindu Marriage Act, and the
Foreign Marriage Act.  

Continued on Page 2
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ABritish court on Tuesday
ordered the ruler of Dubai

to pay his ex-wife and their
children close to 550 million
pounds ($730 million), in one
of the most expensive divorce
settlements in British history.

The High Court said
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum must pay 251.5
million pounds to his sixth
wife, Princess Haya Bint Al
Hussein, and make ongoing
payments for their children
Al Jalila, 14, and Zayed, 9,
underpinned by a bank guar-
antee of 290 million pounds.

The total amount the chil-
dren receive could be more or
less than 290 million pounds,

depending on factors, includ-
ing how long they live and
whether they reconcile with
their father. The settlement
includes 11 million pounds a
year to cover security costs for
Princess Haya and the children
while they are minors.

Judge Philip Moor said the
family needed “water-tight
security,” and that “absolutely
uniquely,” the main threat to
them came from Sheikh
Mohammed, rather than out-

side sources.
Haya, 47, fled to the UK in

2019 and sought custody of her
two children through the
British courts. The princess,
who is the daughter of the late
King Hussein of Jordan, said
she was “terrified” of her hus-
band, who is alleged to have
ordered the forced return to the
Gulf emirate of two of his
daughters.

Sheikh Mohammed, 72, is
also the vice president and
prime minister of the United
Arab Emirates and a major
horse breeder. The founder of
the successful Godolphin
horse-racing stable, he is on
friendly terms with Queen
Elizabeth II.

Continued on Page 2
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The Comptroller and
Auditor General of India

(CAG) has come down heavi-
ly on the Land and
Development Office (L&DO)
attached with the Ministry
Housing and Urban Affairs
for not revising the rent of
leased properties (Nazul lands)
since its allotment. 

Most the properties are
located on the prime land in
the national Capital. The CAG
also pulled up the L&DO for
not having authentic figures of
its leased properties.

Of the 29 properties seen
by the CAG, ground rent was
due for revision in 21 proper-
ties which includes 29,
Aurangzeb Road, Bal Bharati
School, Pusa Road, Kendriya
Vidyalaya, Andrews Ganj
,Indian National Trade Union
Congress, Bhai Veer Singh
Marg, F-2, Connaught Place,
VIMHANS Hospital, Nehru
Nagar, Taj Man Singh hotel,
Sen Nursing Home, Bahadur
Shah Zafar Marg, Le Meridien
hotel, St Stephen’s hospital, Tis
Hazari (ground rent was not
revised for two out of three
plots allotted to St Stephen’s

Hospital).
Citing a case of  F-2 leased

property of Connaught Place,
the CAG said in its compliance
audit report on the
Administration of Nazul Lands
by Land and Development
Office (L&DO) of the Ministry
of Housing and Urban Affairs,
that the perpetual lease was
executed in March 1925. 

“The ground rent was fixed
at the rate of �330 per annum,
however, the same has not
been realised after January
1981. No demand letter has
been issued to the lessee for
payment of the ground rent
after January 1981,” the report
said.

Taking the second case
study, the CAG said CITU was
paying ground rent as fixed at
the time of allotment (ground
rent for the period 2015-18 and
2019-21 was not paid) where-
as AITUC did not pay any
ground rent since allotment.
The premium and ground rent

were fixed provisionally as the
land rates were due for revision
from April 1, 2000. After the
revision of land rates in June
2017, the rates were revised to
�929.70 lakh per acre in case of
CITU and  �447.30 lakh per
acre in case of AITUC but the
revised premium and ground
rent were not intimated to the
lessee which resulted in out-
standing dues amounting to
�2.63 crore up to March 2021.
CITU and AITUC were allot-
ted (February 2009 and May
2005 respectively) land mea-
suring 504 square metres at
Pushp Vihar and two plots hav-
ing an area of 476 square
metres each at DDU Marg at
premium (land cost) of  �88
lakh per acre and annual
ground rent at the rate of 2.5
per cent of premium.

As per the report, the
ground rent was revised belat-
edly in the case of Daily Milap
building, Daily Tej building,
Gulab Singh & Sons building at
Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg,
Kayson Enterprises, Sardar
Patel Marg,  17, Jor Bagh  and
Vidya Bhawan Girls Higher
Secondary School, New
Rajinder Nagar. 

Continued on Page 2
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Feeling the “political heat”
after an interim draft of the

Delimitation Commission pro-
posed six additional Assembly
seats for Jammu region and one
for Kashmir, the constituents of
the People’s Alliance for
Gupkar Declaration (PAGD)
on Tuesday decided to stage a
“peaceful” demonstration in
Srinagar on January 1, 2022, to
register their token protest
against the move.  

The decision was taken
after holding deliberations for
over one hour at the residence
of Dr Farooq Abdullah in
Bhatindi area of Jammu.

PDP chief and former
Chief Minister Mehbooba
Mufti, CPI(M) leader Mohd
Yusuf Tarigami, Awami
National Conference leader
Muzaffar Ahmad Shah and
NC MP Justice (Retd) Hasnain
Masoodi and Dr Mehmood
Beig from the PDP attended
the meeting.

After the meeting, the
PAGD leaders jointly addressed
a press conference and
described the draft proposal as

“divisive and unacceptable”.
Earlier, several Kashmir-

based political parties had out-
rightly rejected the proposal
while accusing the commission
of allowing the “political agen-
da of the BJP to dictate its rec-
ommendations”.

“We want peace and do not
want any confrontation with
any institution or Government.
However, we will raise our
voice for the defence of legiti-
mate rights of the people in a
peaceful manner and have
decided to hold a peaceful
demonstration in Srinagar on
January 1 against the proposal
put forward by the
Delimitation Commission as in
our view, the draft is unac-
ceptable to the people and all
communities,” PAGD chief
spokesperson and CPI(M)
leader Tarigami told reporters.

Continued on Page 2
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Chennai: Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister MK Stalin on Tuesday
urged External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar to intervene for
the immediate release of Indian
fishermen from Tamil Nadu in
Sri Lankan captivity.

With the arrest of another
13 fishermen from Tamil Nadu
on Tuesday, the total number of
Indian fishermen in Sri Lankan
custody has risen to 68.

Stalin had already written
a letter to the External Affairs
minister to take up with the Sri
Lankan government, through
diplomatic channels, the arrest
and judicial remand of 55
Indian fishermen by the Sri
Lankan Navy for purportedly
transgressing into the island
nation's territorial waters.

In his latest letter to the
Minister, a copy of which was

handed personally to the min-
ister by the DMK's parliamen-
tary party leader, T.R. Baalu,
Stalin said: "The alarming fre-
quency at which these incidents
of detention and attacks are
happening needs urgent atten-
tion. The lives and livelihoods
of our fishermen must be pro-
tected while they are fishing in
the traditional waters of Palk
Bay."
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For the first time in the his-
tory of Maharashtra

Legislature, the winter session
of both the Houses of the State
Legislature will take place in
Mumbai instead of Nagpur. No
major business will be trans-
acted during this brief session
which will begin on
Wednesday and end on
December 28.

Talking to media persons
on the eve of the start of the
winter session of Maharashtra
Legislature, Deputy chief min-
ister Ajit Pawar said that the
winter session was being con-
vened in Mumbai instead of
Nagpur, in view of the delicate
health condition of the chief
minister Uddhav Thackeray,
who is recovering from the cer-

vical spine surgery that he
underwent at HN Reliance
Hospital here on November 12.

“Though the chief minister
is doing well after his last
month’s surgery, he has advised
by doctors not to travel out of
Mumbai.  Hence, we have
decided to hold the winter
session of the State Legislature
in Mumbai instead of Nagpur,”
Ajitdada – as Ajit Pawar is
known in the State political cir-
cles – said.

The budget and monsoon
sessions are always held in
Mumbai, while the winter ses-
sions are held in Nagpur.

As per the Nagpur Pact
that was signed in September
1953, the government has been
mandated to hold the winter
sessions in Nagpur, while the
budget and monsoon sessions

are held in Mumbai. However,
as an exception, there have
been only three occasions --- in
1961, 1966, 1971 and 2018 –
when the monsoon sessions
were held in Nagpur.

Since the formation of the
state in 1960, 56 legislature ses-
sions have been held in Nagpur.

During the winter session
of the Maharashtra Legislature
beginning in Mumbai from
December 22, a total of 26 bills
– including Shakti Legislation
will be tabled in the winter ses-
sion of the legislature – will be
taken up in both the Houses.

Apart from the bills, the
issues like the Covid-19 situa-
tion in the state, examination
paper leakage scam, State
Transport employees’ agitation
and the controversy over the
inflated electricity bills will

figure in the winter session of
the State Legislature.

Informed sources said that
the Maharashtra government –
which miffed over the inordi-
nate delay in nominating 12
persons recommended by its as
MLCs – is unlikely to withdraw
in the suspension of 12 BJP
MLAs, who were on July 21
2021 suspended from the
Maharashtra Assembly on
Monday for a period of one
year “abusing” and “misbehav-
ing” with the presiding officer
inside and outside the House.

It may be recalled that on
July 5 12 MLAs were sus-
penderd after they created a
ruckus over the OBC reserva-
tions issue and alleged that
Speaker-in-Chair Bhaskar
Jadhav did not give them
enough time to speak.

The BJP MLAs, who were
suspended from the Assembly
for a year were Parag Alavani,
Ram Satpute, Sanjay Kute,
Ashish Shelar, Abhimanyu
Pawar, Girish Mahajan, Atul
Bhatkalkar, Harish Pimpale,
Jayakumar Rawal, Yogesh
Sagar, Narayan Kuche and
Kirtikumar Bhangdiya.

The suspended BJP have
challenged their suspension in
the Supreme Court. Last week
a SC bench of Justices A M
Khanwilkar and C T
Ravikumar agreed to hear the
batch of petitions and issued
formal notices to the respon-
dents, including the state of
Maharashtra, seeking their
responses on the pleas. On
December 14, the apex court
sought responses from the
Maharashtra Legislative

Assembly and others on the
pleas filed by 12 BJP MLAs,
who have challenged their one-
year suspension from the
Assembly for allegedly misbe-
having with the presiding offi-
cer.

Speaking on the issue,
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar said that the state gov-
ernment had not suspended 12
BJP as a political vendetta

Ajitdada said that 12 BJP
MLAs came  to be suspended
because of the derogatory lan-
guage that they used against the
chair. “The language used was
un-parliamentary. The deci-
sion was not tit for tat for the
Governor not clearing the
names of the 12 members to
the legislative council. This
was not at all a political vendet-
ta,” he said.
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The second rent revision of

Alankar cinema building at
Lajpat Nagar was not done
since 2017.

There are cases where the
ground rent, wherever record-
ed in the Ground Rent Register,
did not match with the infor-
mation given in the property
files. Nazul lands are those
lands or properties which were
acquired in the year 1911 for
the formation of the Capital of
India at Delhi and these prop-
erties were given on leases for
residential, commercial and
institutional purposes. There
are about 60,526 leases of the
Central Government land in
Delhi, out of which 34,905
properties have been convert-
ed into freehold.

The L&DO in its reply
said the revision of ground rent
is done at the time of conver-
sion of property from leasehold
to freehold, mutation and
whenever demands are being

issued. In some cases, due to
non-submission of documents,
the revision could not take
place. On the authentic figures
of leased properties, the CAG
said the Annual Reports of the
Ministry (till 2020-21) has stat-
ed that L&DO was responsible
for administration of about
60,526 leases of Central
Government in Delhi.
However, as per the Press
Information Bureau release
dated March 7, 2019, L&DO
has started working on GIS-
based mapping of all its
approximately 65,000 proper-
ties. 

Further, during the Audit,
L&DO provided a list of 46,696
leased properties, but did not
provide the current status of 46
missing files. Thus, even after
10 years from the previous
audit, the authentic figures of
the leased properties were not
yet available with L&DO,” the
CAG said in its report, tabled
in Parliament on Tuesday.

From Page 1
The Left, in fact, pushed the

BJP behind to crawl up to the
second place finishing second in
about 65 seats.  The Congress too
finished second in 16 seats. The
BJP finished second in 53 seats.

Congratulating the people
for “reposing so much of faith on
the TMC,” Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee who went to
Kamakshya Peeth in

Guwahati to offer special
prayers said “it is the victory of
democracy and more so secular
politics as we could see the
near-ouster of divisive forces”.

She said, “The KMC polls
once again shows that in future
Bengal will show the country the
way and Kolkata will play a
major role in restoring democ-
racy and good governance in
India,” adding “this victory and
overwhelming support from the
people makes us bow our head
with gratitude and we promise to
serve the people with more
enthusiasm.”

The Mayoral candidate
would be elected after the
Trinamool KMC party meeting
on Thursday, she said.

The Opposition BJP, Left
and the Congress however con-
tinued to lash out at the TMC
and the State Election
Commission for “conducting a
farce in the name of elections.” 

Bengal Opposition leader

Suvendu Adhikari said, “The
way the SEC has conducted the
elections like a puppet in the
hands of the State Government
it will soon get an award from the
Chief Minister.”

The Left and the Congress
too said their results would have
been better had there been no
violence in the elections. Already
a petition is pending in the
High Court on the matter which
will be heard on Thursday.
Slamming the TMC for robbing
Bengal off its democratic culture
Pradesh Congress president
Adhir Chowdhury said, “The
results itself shows that the
Congress could have fared far
better … That we have come
second in 12-15 seats proves that
had there been peaceful polling
we could have won at least 15
seats … but we must thank
Mamata for robbing Bengal off
its democratic culture.”

From Page 1
“We do expect that 

there will be a need in the
future for seasonal boosting,”
he added.

Clinical trials for a target-

ed vaccine are likely to begin in
early 2022. 

Moderna is planning a
vaccine that tackles several
worrisome variants at the same
time to broaden immunity.
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Irani said the bill also seeks

to override all existing laws,
including any custom, usage or
practice governing the parties
in relation to marriage.
Opposition members hit out at
the Government for the intro-
duction of the bill in a “hurry”
and “without any consultation
with stakeholders”. 

Congress leader Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury said the
manner in which the bill was
introduced was reflective of the
“nefarious intentions” of the

Government of not holding any
consultations. Congress deputy
leader in Lok Sabha Gaurav
Gogoi said the provisions of the
bill were contrary to the Law
Commission recommenda-
tions that had suggested mak-
ing 18 years as the uniform
marriageable age for men and
women. 

Muslim League MP ET
Mohammed Basheer said the
bill was “unwanted, unconsti-
tutional and violation of Article
25 of the Constitution”.  “This
bill is an attack on the person-
al laws and fundamental
rights,” he said. AIMIM leader
Asaduddin Owaisi termed the
bill a “retrograde step”.

“At 18 years, a girl can
choose Prime Minister, have a
live-in relationship, have sexu-
al relations, but you are deny-
ing her the right to marriage,”
Owaisi said.  NCP member
Supriya Sule and DMK mem-
ber Kanimozhi also pitched for
referring the bill to a standing
committee. RSP member N K
Premachandran said the
Government should spell out
how it plans to make the law
enforceable.

Responding to the
Opposition, Irani said that had
the Opposition members heard
her patiently, they would have
known that the Government
was ready to refer the bill to the
standing committee. 

She urged the Chair to

refer it to the standing com-
mittee.  “As a democracy, we are
75 years late in providing equal
rights to men and women to
enter into matrimony,” she
said.

Irani said that seven per
cent of the girls aged between
15 and 18 years were found to
be pregnant and nearly 23 per
cent of the girls were 
married below the age of 18
years.  “It is also important to
bring down the incidence of
teenage pregnancies, which are
not only harmful for women’s
overall health but also result in
more miscarriages and still-
births,” she said in the state-
ment of objects and reasons of
the bill.

She said there were also
imperatives for lowering
maternal mortality rate and
infant mortality rate, as well as
improvement of nutrition lev-
els and sex ratio at birth, as
these would promote possibil-
ities of responsible parenthood
for both father and mother,
making them more capable of
taking better care of their chil-
dren.

The amendments to the
bill will become effective two
years from the date it receives
Presidential assent so as to
provide sufficient opportunity
to one and all in the collective
efforts and inclusive growth,
and to make effective other
provisions immediately.
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Before walking out, Derek

had said, “Sir, please under-
stand that we have all the
regard for the Chair, we have all
the regard for the rules, but the
same thing you did on the farm
laws you are doing today.”

Ruling BJP members con-
demned the behaviour of the
TMC leader and demanded his
suspension. Leader of the
House Piyush Goyal con-
demned Derek for throwing
the rule book at the Rajya
Sabha secretary general’s table
and said it was an insult to the
entire country.

The TMC leader threw the
rule book at the table where
Rajya Sabha officials including
the secretary-general sit, after
Deputy Chairman Harivansh
Narayan Singh did not allow a
division of votes on a motion
to send the Election Laws
(Amendment) Bill, 2021 to a
select committee. Derek, along
with other Opposition mem-
bers, staged a walkout from the
House after their pleas for a
division of votes on the motion
was not allowed.

Derek and other
Opposition members were
protesting in the Well as the
Chair did not allow a division
of votes on the motion to send
the Bill to a Select Committee.
The Deputy Chairman said

the members should go back to
their seats and then only would
he allow division.

While Derek in his defence
too to Twitter to mention he
was suspended from the Rajya
Sabha while protesting the
“mockery of Parliament and
bulldozing” of the Election
Laws (Amendment) Bill by
the BJP, and hoped that this Bill
would be repealed soon in the
same way the farm laws were
taken back. 

“The last time I got sus-
pended from RS was when
Government was bulldozing
farm laws. We all know what
happened after that,” tweeted
Derek.“Today, suspended while
protesting against BJP making
a mockery of Parliament and
Bulldozing Election Laws Bill,
2021. Hope this Bill too will be
repealed soon,” Derek said.

After the passage of the Bill
through a voice vote, Goyal and
senior BJP leader Bhupender
Yadav spoke on the conduct of
Derek in the House. “The way
TMC leader Derek has thrown
the rule book, this is not only
the insult of the chair or the
secretary general or the table or
the House, it is an insult to the
entire country,” Goyal said.
The act of the TMC leader
would be criticised across the
country, he added.

“They are doing this kind
of politics in one State and if
they pass on such bad tradi-
tions to the next generation,
then I am afraid that there is a
lot of danger to the democrat-
ic traditions of the country,” the
Union Minister said.

Yadav also criticised Derek
and said throwing the rule
book at the secretary general is
against the decorum of the
House. “This country has been
witnessing drama for a long
time.... This is a shame on the
democratic system of the coun-
try.... We are tied to the rule
book,” he said.
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Tarigami said, “We have
decided to use every opportu-
nity and every forum and will
reach out to the people of the
country, leaders of political
parties, including those who do
not agree with us, and make
them understand the pain we
are going through”.

On the Delimitation
Commission’s recommenda-
tions, Tarigami said, “We are
firmly of the opinion that it
(proposal) is divisive and will
further deepen the divide in
Jammu & Kashmir. It will also
deepen the alienation of the
people and will create a much
bigger void which is also detri-
mental to the interests of the
people of Jammu & Kashmir
and Ladakh as well and will
also damage the interests of the
country as a whole.” 

“We regret that the consti-
tutional framework for such an

exercise, which is the popula-
tion according to the census,
was completely ignored,”
Tarigami added

The PAGD leader also
claimed the BJP is trying to
mainstream Jammu & Kashmir
on its own terms and is taking
decisions that are “detrimental
to national unity and will harm
the peoples’ aspirations”.

“Was everything suspend-
ed in Jammu & Kashmir? This
is our question to our nation,
leaders and the civil society...
we are fearful that such a deci-
sion (delimitation recommen-
dation), if implemented, will
further deepen the crisis in
J&K,” the leader said.

Tarigami also said the
PAGD is not representing one
region or one community but
is a platform for “all commu-
nities, regions, sub-regions,
Jammu, Kashmir and Ladakh”.
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Haya, a graduate of Oxford

University, is also a keen eques-
trian and competed in show
jumping for Jordan at the 2000
Sydney Olympics.

A separate British family
court judge ruled in October
that Sheikh Mohammed had
authorized the hacking of
Princess Haya’s phone during

their legal battle. Judge Andrew
McFarlane said the sheikh gave
his “express or implied author-
ity” to hack the phones of the
princess and her attorneys
using Pegasus spyware pro-
duced by NSO Group of Israel,
the court said. The software is
licensed exclusively to nation
states for use by their security
services. Sheikh Mohammed
denied knowledge of the hack-
ing. AP
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The Kerala High Court on
Tuesday dismissed a peti-

tion moved by a person who
claimed to be a RTI activist and
motivational speaker seeking
the removal of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s photograph
from Covid-19 vaccination cer-
tificate. The petitioner had
sought a declaration from the
court that the photograph of
the Prime Minister on his
COVID-19 Vaccination
Certificate was  a violation of
his fundamental rights.

Justice P V Kunhikrishnan,
who dismissed the plea  also
slapped a fine of Rs 1,00,000/-
on the petitioner for filing
‘frivolous petition with ulteri-
or motives’. “This is a frivolous
petition filed with ulterior
motives and I have a strong
doubt that there is political
agenda also to the petitioner.

This is a publicity oriented lit-
igation. Therefore, this is a fit
case that is to be dismissed with
a heavy cost,” said Justice
Kunhikrishnan.

The judge gave a piece of
his mind to the petitioner, a
State level master trainer at
Jawaharlal Nehru Leadership
Institute. “You work at an
Institute named after a Prime
Minister. Why don't you ask
the university to take that
down as well?" the judge had
asked the petitioner in the
course of the hearing to which
the latter did not reply.

While issuing a certificate
for Covid-19 vaccination, if the
Prime Minister of India gave a
message with his photograph
that with the help of medicine
and strict control, India will
defeat Covid-19, what is wrong
with it? When the counsel for
the petitioner argued this case,
I specifically asked him this
question.
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The Delhi Police has arrest-
ed three men, including a

rider of an application-based
bike service, for allegedly rob-
bing a passenger in northeast
Delhi’s Sonia Vihar area.

The accused have been
identified as Shubham Mishra,
Amit Chauhan and Arjun, all
residents of Sonia Vihar area.

According to Sanjay
Kumar Sain, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Northeast district, on
Thursday, a PCR call regarding
robbery was received at Sonia

Vihar police station from
Unnao in Uttar Pradesh (UP).

“The caller informed that
on Wednesday, his brother
Ashish was robbed in Sonia
Vihar. Ashish told police that
on Wednesday, he reached old
Delhi railway station to appear
for an interview in Noida. He
booked a ride on an app-based
bike service and one rider
picked him,” said the DCP.

“As he was not aware of the
route, the rider took him along
the Yamuna River. After a ride
of around 45 minutes, he
turned the motorcycle towards
fields. Meanwhile, three per-

sons in an auto-rikshaw also
reached there. They robbed
him of his belongings and fled
from the spot,” said the DCP.

“During investigation, the
bike app service was contacted
to ascertain the identity of the
rider along with details of the
motorcycle. Later, police traced
the owner of the motorcycle
used in crime,” said the DCP.

The owner of the motor-
cycle revealed that the bike was
being used by his younger
brother Shubham Mishra. On
his instance, Mishra was arrest-
ed on Sunday at 6 pm from
Sonia Vihar,” said the DCP.

Mishra, who is pursuing
graduation from Delhi
University, revealed that he,
along with his associates,
robbed the passenger. Later,
Chauhan and Arjun were also
arrested. Efforts are being made
to arrest one more absconding
associate, the DCP said.

The accused confessed to
their crime and revealed that
they are addicted to narcotic
substance and work in a group,
police said. One motorcycle,
one knife, robbed mobile
phone, earphone, etc. were
recovered from their posses-
sion, police added.
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Attacking the BJP leaders for “overlooking”
the interests of the common man, AAP

senior leader Durgesh Pathak on Tuesday said
that the BJP is embezzling Municipal
Corporation’s funds, forcing teachers to
stage a sit-in for months to get salaries.

Pathak, who is also MCD in-charge, said
that over 3,000 MCD teachers are protesting
outside East MCD headquarters, demanding
their salaries which have not been paid for
the last four months. “The unwanted delay
in releasing salaries has made life of teach-
ers difficult as they are struggling to pay bills
and even to buy ration for their children,” he
said.

The APP leader also slammed the tyran-
ny of the BJP and said, “The BJP which has
ruled the MCD for the last 15 years, has only
exploited the corporation’s employees and
looted public funds. Despite conducting
mega-sales of public assets at throwaway
prices, they are not paying their employees.
Today, over three thousand MCD teachers
have gheraoed the East MCD headquarters
demanding their salaries which have been
pending for over four months now.”
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The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday directed the Delhi

Government to provide infor-
mation on delinquent juve-
niles who landed in adult jails
in the last five years and were
subsequently sent to the child
care institutions "to better
understand the systemic flaws". 

Issuing a slew of directions
to "streamline the functioning
of the juvenile justice delivery
system", the High Court
ordered the Delhi Government
to fill the seven vacant posts of
District Child Protection
Officers within six weeks. 

The HC asked the AAP-led
Government to state when and
how many juveniles were
admitted to Tihar, Rohini and
Mandoli jails and then trans-
ferred to the child care institu-
tions as well as the offences
allegedly committed by them.
The bench headed by Justice
Siddharth Mridul, which was
dealing with various issues
pertaining to the interpretation
and effective implementation of
some provisions of the Juvenile
Justice Act, sought the infor-
mation. 

"To better understand the
systemic flaws that lead to
delinquent children/juveniles
ending-up in adult jails, to
begin with, we direct the Govt.
Of NCT of Delhi to furnish to

this court, the number of chil-
dren/juveniles, who were trans-
ferred from adult jails to juve-
nile justice homes/child care
institutions in the last 05 years,
with the details of the numbers
found in Tihar, Rohini and
Mandoli jails respectively;
along with the date they were
admitted and the date on which
they were transferred from
adult jails to juvenile justice
homes/child care institutions;
as also the offences with which
they were charged. Let this
information be filed before the
next date of hearing by the
State," said the bench, also
comprising Justice Anup J
Bhambhani in its order dated
December 16. 

The court directed that
every Juvenile Justice Board
(JJB) shall call for an
"Individual Care Plan" and a
"Rehabilitation Card" of a
delinquent child from the
Superintendent of the con-

cerned home and review the
progress of the child once
every three months and issue
necessary directions in case of
unsatisfactory implementation. 

It further stated that all JJBs
must ensure that the post-
release plan to recommend
the aftercare for such child,
which is required to be drawn-
up two months before he/she is
due to leave a child care insti-
tution, is placed before the
concerned JJB and the child is
produced before it two months
before release.  The JJB must
vet the post-release plan and
issue necessary directions for its
modification, monitoring and
implementation, the court
added. 

The court noted that sev-
eral pending cases of petty
offences against juveniles have
been disposed of by the JJBs
and Individual Care Plans have
been called in many matters.
On October 1, the court had

ordered that all cases, where
inquiries against minors in
allegedly in petty offences
before JJBs, are pending and
remains inconclusive for over
one year stand "terminated
with immediate effect". 

It had noted that as per
Section 14 of the Juvenile
Justice Act, the inquiry in such
cases shall conclude in four
months from the date of first
production before the board
unless the period is extended
for a maximum of two months.
The Delhi Government had
subsequently told the court
that 898 cases of alleged petty
offences against minors, which
were pending and remained
inconclusive for over one year,
were closed before the JJBs.

The court, which had ear-
lier pulled up the Delhi gov-
ernment for not complying
with its direction to pull-the-
plug on such cases, emphasised
that closure was not a "mere
formality" and the rehabilita-
tion and care of children in
conflict with law was at the core
of the entire exercise. The
court had directed that the
process of age determination of
a juvenile in conflict with law
shall be completed within 15
days of filing of documents and
ossification test by the investi-
gating officer of the case.  The
matter would be heard next on
January 21.
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Delhi Education Minister Manish
Sisodia on Tuesday said the Aam

Aadmi Party (AAP) is developing the most
advanced school in the national Capital.

“Besides world-class infra, the gov-
ernment school will have an Olympic size
swimming pool complex and an audito-
rium with a capacity of 1,000 people and
13 state-of-the-art labs and 4 libraries, 12
badminton courts as well as 4 multipur-
pose sports courts, all sports facilities to
be available,” the Minister said during his
visit to Kadipur school hub in Burari.

“Providing world-class education facil-
ities to children studying in Delhi gov-
ernment schools is the first priority of
Kejriwal Government. The new school
building has been designed keeping in
mind the overall development of the chil-
dren, the entire school premises would be
involved in the learning process of the chil-
dren,” he added.

This school hub, designed keeping in
mind the specialization of STEM and
Humanities, will have separate building
blocks for both the specialisations. A mag-
nificent Olympic size swimming pool
complex will also be built in the school
hub.

Along with this, along with 240 class-
rooms, 13 labs equipped with all modern
technologies and resources will be set up
in which 8 labs will be for STEM special-
ized and 5 labs for Humanities Specialized

School. Along with this, 4 libraries will also
be prepared here for primary and senior
secondary classes. One auditorium with a
capacity of 1,000 people will also be con-
structed in the 
school.

This world-class school will soon be
built for the children living in and around
Kadipur, in which all the world-class facil-
ities related to sports will be present along
with the education of children.

A grand auditorium with a seating
capacity of 1000 people will also be con-
structed in the school hub. This auditori-
um will be equipped with all modern facil-
ities and it can be used for various cultural
activities in the school as well as for large
conferences. Along with this, a multipur-
pose hall with a capacity of 250 people will
also be prepared here.

Sisodia said that after the completion
of this school, the children will bring lau-
rels to India from all over the world after
receiving quality education from here.
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The Delhi Government will spend �399
crore for the development of villages.

Development Minister Gopal Rai on
Tuesday said the village development board
approved 291 projects.

According to the project plan, roads,
drains, water bodies, community centres,
parks, crematoriums, sports grounds, chau-
pals, gymnasiums, and other development
projects will be developed.

“Instructions have been given to offi-
cers to complete the village development
projects within the time limit. Delhi
Government is taking all necessary steps to
ensure water and electricity supply, as well
as improving the condition of roads, parks,
drains, and multipurpose community cen-
ters in villages. This year, the Delhi
Government is spending approximately Rs
200 crore on various village development
schemes,” said Rai, “These projects related
to the Development Department are being
carried out by the Irrigation and Flood
Control Department, the MCD, and other
government agencies.”
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Delhi reported 34 new cases
of  Omicron in Lok Nayak

Jai Prakash Narayan Hospital,
out of which 17 patients have
been discharged and the rest of
the patients are admitted to
other hospitals, informed Delhi
Health Minister Satyendar Jain
on Tuesday.

"Out of the Omicron
patients who have come to
LNJP, 3 cases have been report-
ed, who have no travel history,

who did not go abroad," said
the Health Minister in a state-
ment. "The Delhi Government
has decided that now all the
Covid-19 cases that will come
up, all of them will undergo
genome sequencing. For this
we have made adequate
arrangements," he added.

Earlier in the day, the
Union Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare had said that
India has a total of 200 cases of
the new Omicron variant of
coronavirus so far.

������
�%�
��
�� 26��768��

Delhi reported 102 fresh
Covid-19 cases and one

death on Tuesday while the
positivity rate stood at 0.20 per
cent, according to data issued
by the health department of the
Delhi Government.

As per the health bulletin,
a total of 51,544 tests -- 45,429
RT-PCR and 6115 rapid anti-
gen -- were conducted a day
ago.

Giving details of the new
variant of the coronavirus,
Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain on Tuesday said
that there are a total 54
Omicron cases in Delhi out of
which 34 are hospitalized in
LJNP and 17 have been dis-
charged after recovery.

“There are a total of four
Genome Sequencing Labs in
Delhi which are capable of

testing Omicron cases. Two
labs are from the central gov-
ernment and two are from the
Delhi Government. Both the
labs of Delhi Government have
the capacity to do genome
sequencing of more than 100
samples per day, he said.

The Health Minister urged
people to follow the rules made
to stop the spread of
Coronavirus. He appealed peo-
ple to wear masks and follow
social distancing for safety in
public places.

The number of cumulative
cases of the disease rose to
14,42,390. Over 14.16 lakh
patients have recovered so far.
The death toll due to the coro-
navirus infection in Delhi stood
at 25,102, according to the lat-
est health bulletin.

On June 27, Delhi had
logged 259 coronavirus cases
with four deaths, according to
the government data.

The rise in daily cases
comes amid the Omicron scare
in Delhi as the total number of
patients infected with the lat-
est variant of the coronavirus
jumped by 12 on Friday to
reach 22.

Three deaths due to Covid-
19 have been recorded in
December so far in Delhi.
Seven Coronavirus deaths were
reported in November, four in
October and five in 
September.
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With the fear of a third
wave of Covid-19 loom-

ing large, a saliva based home
testing kit approved by the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) that can
detect all types of coronavirus
strains including Omnicron,
Delta and other variants was
launched on Tuesday.

Launching the kit,
Rangnath Upadhyay, General
Manager of Angstrom Biotech
Pvt. Ltd. said, “We have
launched this kit to give peo-
ple a safe, easy, and hassle-free
option to test them for Covid-
19. Many people who refrain
from visiting diagnostic centers
and pathologies because of the
fear of high charges will now
have an alternative.”

“We encourage people to
have this kit always ready in
their homes so that they can
test prior to and specially after
attending a social gathering like
marriage, party, etc. In fact, we
should test ourselves even after visiting a crowded market,” he added. 
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District Gurugram has come
first in Haryana and in NCR

in administering 100 per cent
Covid-19 vaccine, the health offi-
cials informed on Tuesday.

According to the data of the
Health Department, 100 per cent
of the people have been given the
second dose of the anti-coronavirus
vaccine.

So far the department has
administered 41,28,596 doses of the
Covid-19 vaccine, of which
23,19,720 are first doses. 

A total of 18,08,876 people
have been given the second dose
including, health workers, frontline
workers, senior citizens, pregnant
women and transgenders.

Faridabad ranks second in
terms of vaccination, where more
than 29 lakh doses of vaccine have
been administered so far. Ambala
is in third place in this list with over
17.27 lakh people being adminis-
tered Covid-19 vaccine doses.

Karnal is in third place in this
list, where a total of 17.25 lakh
doses of vaccine have been admin-
istered so far. Charki Dadri district
is at the bottom of this list, where
more than 6 lakh doses of the anti-
coronavirus vaccine have been

administered so far.
"Gurugram, where the floating

population is a major issue, having
100 percent immunization in the
district, is a new record in itself.
Gurugram was the most affected in
the state during the second wave
epidemic, but the manner in which
the district residents and the team
of health department have con-
tributed with determination to

break the vicious circle of corona
and take the vaccination cam-
paign to the pinnacle of perfection
which will pave the way of inspi-
ration for the big cities of the coun-
try and other districts of the State,"
District Civil Surgeon Dr Virender
Yadav said.

Yadav said that 100% vaccina-
tion is just a milestone. The vacci-
nation process will continue for

now. Along with this, surveys will
be conducted in different areas in
the district, in which people who
have remained untouched by vac-
cination will be vaccinated.

Collecting data of children's
population in the district Yadav
informed that data of children
between 0 to 6 years and 06 years
to 18 years of age is being collect-
ed for future vaccination. So that
as soon as the vaccination process
of children is started, it can be
accelerated as soon as possible.

Deputy Civil Surgeon Dr MP
Singh, the nodal officer for the vac-
cination campaign in the district,
while giving information about the
entire campaign, said that from
January 16 this year, the campaign
started with vaccinating health
workers to reach 100% population. 

"A total of 40, 441 sessions of
vaccination were conducted in the
district to active this target. Which
including door-to-door vaccination
campaign and several other cam-
paigns organized in malls, urban
and rural areas," Singh said.

Apart from this, the Gurugram
district on Tuesday recorded 23
fresh coronavirus cases. No death
was also reported from the city. The
district's Covid toll reached 927,
officials said.
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Aday after Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia accused the BJP of cor-

ruption in civic bodies saying the Delhi
Government paid �2,588 crore to the
MCDs till December; South Delhi
Municipal Corporation (SDMC) mayor
Mukesh Suryan said that �1482.19 crore
under plan head and �708.63 crore in non-
plan head is due on the Delhi Government
since 2016.

SDMC Mayor said that the Delhi
Government is trying to paralyze MCDs
with a motive to gain political mileage in
upcoming MCD elections. He also chal-
lenged the Delhi Government to prove
their allegations.

As per the recommendations of fifth
Delhi Finance Commission (DFC), a
grant of �878.10 Crore was to be given to

the SDMC by the Delhi Government in the
year 2021-22 under plan head but only
�371.36 Crore released, he said.

Besides, under non-plan head, a grant
of � 405.28 Crore was to be released in
2021-22 but only 246.05 Crore has been
released by the Government, he said,
adding that as per the recommendations
of third DFC, SDMC’s outstanding from
year 2012 to 2016 � 427.69 Crore is due
on the Delhi Government.

Standing Committee Chairman Col.
(R.) B K Oberoi said that the three MCDs
are facing financial crunch this time. "The
Corporations are not in position to pay
salaries to their officials and employees.
Even projects related to development are
being delayed. The Delhi Government is
trying to paralyze us but we will keep
demanding for the outstanding due on the
Government," he said.
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Health Minister Satyendar Jain inau-
gurated an advanced life support

ambulance service which is equipped
with modern facilities like incubators,
monitors and oxygen therapy for newborn
babies.

This facility can also be used as an
operating theater in case of emergency.

Jain said, “This ambulance service will
be available round the clock for the peo-
ple of Delhi. It has the ability to work as a
mini operation theater to save the lives of
newborn babies and young children in
Delhi in time. This ambulance will have
special facilities for infant and newborn
patients like an incubator, monitor and
oxygen therapy." The Delhi Government
is continuously working towards providing
quality healthcare to the people of Delhi.
The provision of this ambulance service
would aid newborns and infants of the East
Delhi area to access this new age health-
care facility timely.
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The Delhi Police has arrested
three men for allegedly

killing a private tutor and injur-
ing his friend after a scuffle in
northwest Delhi’s Mangolpuri
area. The accused have been
identified as Mukesh (22),
Raunak (19) and Rohit (23), all
residents of Mangolpuri.

According to Parvinder
Singh, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP),
Outer district, police received
information at 8.19 PM on
December 14 about the fight and
two injured persons had been
taken to the Sanjay Gandhi
Hospital. “After reaching the
hospital, it was found that
Amardeep (20) was declared
brought dead and Sagar (20) was
undergoing treatment. Sagar is
also a private tutor. Preliminary
inquiry revealed that the duo was
going to meet their friend when
they had a fight with the accused
over some issue. A case was reg-
istered and investigation was
taken up,” said the DCP.

“During investigation, police
checked the CCTV footage of
the area and identified the
accused/ Police team arrested
Rohit who disclosed that on
that day, he returned from his
work and joined Mukesh and
Raunak at the market. While
they were going to Mukesh’s
house for some work, the vic-
tims, who were coming from the
opposite direction, collided with
them and a minor scuffle
ensued,” said the DCP.

“Later, the victims brought
two more of their friends and
another scuffle broke out in
which Raunak and Mukesh
stabbed the victims. Police
arrested Mukesh and Raunak
from railway underpass in
Mangolpuri,” said the DCP.

They received the informa-
tion about the death of the vic-
tim through newspapers and
were hiding in a vacant shanty
near railway lines. They were eat-
ing bread and milk since the day
of the incident as they had only
Rs 1,500 with them, police
said.
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The Centre has said it is con-
sidering moving a review

petition before the Supreme
Court to allow “political reser-
vation” of OBCs in local bod-
ies and municipal corpora-
tions till the States 
comply with the apex court’s
triple test criteria. 

The development comes
after the Supreme Court decid-
ed to strike down the recent 27
per cent reservation in favour
of Other Backward Classes
(OBCs) in local bodies made by
Maharashtra and Madhya
Pradesh Governments. 

“In this connection, States
are being advised to follow the
reservation policy as per provi-
sions of the Constitution in the
election to the local bodies after
observing all the criteria set
forth by the Supreme Court,” the
Social Justice and Empowerment
Ministry said in a statement
issued late Monday night. 

The Ministry said it is also
considering moving a review
petition before the Supreme
Court to allow “political reser-
vation” of OBCs in the local
bodies and municipal corpo-
rations till the states comply
with the triple test criteria set
forth by the top court. Political
reservation is reservation of
several seats in Parliament,
State assemblies, urban and
rural-level institutions for
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes and Backward Classes. 

The triple test includes set-
ting up a dedicated commis-
sion to conduct a contempo-
raneous rigorous empirical
inquiry into the nature and
implications of the backward-
ness as regards local bodies

within the State. The second
condition is to specify the pro-
portion of reservation required
to be provisioned local body-
wise as per recommendations
of the commission. The third
test is the reservation should
not exceed an aggregate of 50
per cent of the seats reserved in
favour of SCs, STs and OBCs
taken together. 

The Centre said it is con-
cerned about the matter and is
examining the issue in its
entirety taking into account the
opinion of all stakeholders
including the Ministry of
Panchayati Raj and
Parliamentary Affairs, the
Department of Legal Affairs
and the Ministry of Home
Affairs. The Supreme Court has
directed the State Election
Commission (SEC) of
Maharashtra to notify 27 per
cent seats in the local body,
which were reserved for the
OBCs, as general category so
that the poll process can be
taken forward. 

Also, the apex court on
Friday directed the Madhya
Pradesh State Election
Commission (SEC) to stay the
poll process on seats reserved
for OBCs in the local body
there and re-notify those seats
for the general category. 

Senior BJP leader Uma
Bharti on Monday had claimed
that panchayat polls in her
party-ruled Madhya Pradesh
without reservation for the
OBCs will be an injustice to
about 70 per cent of the State’s
population. She urged State
Chief Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan to find a way out that
these polls are not held without
ensuring the participation of
the OBCs.

%���� 26��768��

Amid protests by Opposition parties
against the Election Laws

(Amendment) Bill, the Government on
Tuesday reiterated that these reforms
are needed and the move would solve
the “major problem” of multiple enrol-
ment of the same person at different
places and help in “cleaning” the vot-
ers list to a great extent.

Sources said the “Election Laws
(Amendment) bill 2021” incorporates
various electoral reforms which have

been discussed for a long time. 
The assertion comes a day after

the “Election Laws (Amendment)
Bill 2021” to link electoral roll data
with the Aadhaar ecosystem and
bring other poll reforms was passed
by the Lok Sabha after a brief debate
and amid demand by the Opposition
to refer it to a standing committee.

According to the sources, that reg-
istration in electoral roll is done based
on an application by a person who is
eligible to be registered as a voter. This
bill has a provision whereby the new

applicant may voluntarily provide
Aadhaar number along with the appli-
cation for the purpose of identity.

“No application will be rejected on
the grounds that Aadhaar number has
not been provided, the sources added.
Aadhaar linking with electoral roll will
solve ‘one of the major problems’ in
electoral database management which
is multiple enrolment of the same per-
son at different places,” sources said.

This may be due to the frequent
shifting of residence by electors and
getting enrolled in the new place with-

out deleting the previous enrolment,
the sources noted. Thus, the possibility
of electors whose names appear in
more than one electoral roll or at times
more than once in the same electoral
roll can be removed, they said.

The Government functionaries
also said on the condition of anonymi-
ty that once Aadhaar linkage is
achieved, the electoral roll data system
will instantly alert the existence of pre-
vious registration whenever a person
applies for new registration. “This will
help in cleaning the electoral roll to a

great extent and facilitate elector reg-
istration in the location at which they
are ‘ordinarily resident’.”

Besides linking electoral roll to
Aadhaar, the bill also seeks to make the
statutes gender neutral by substituting
the term ‘wife’ with ‘spouse’ to allow
husbands of service voters to cast their
vote from the place where their wives
are posted. It also seeks to provide four
qualifying dates — January 1, April 1,
July 1 and October 1 — in a year for
registration of voters, instead of a sin-
gle qualifying date — January 1.

%���� 26��768��

Mounting more pressure
on the Modi

Government, the Opposition
leaders on Tuesday took out a
protest march demanding that
action be taken against Union
Minister Ajay Mishra in the
Lakhimpur Kheri violence case.

Leaders of several
Opposition parties took out the
march from Gandhi statue
inside Parliament complex to
Vijay Chowk demanding that
the minister, whose son has
been arrested in the Lakhimpur
violence case, be immediately
sacked. Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi said they will not rest
till the Minister is sent to jail.

They also demanded that
the suspension of their 12 MPs
in Rajya Sabha be immediate-
ly revoked.

MPs of various parties raised
slogans against the Government
and held placards and banners
demanding the immediate sack-
ing of the Minister. Talking to
reporters at Vijay Chowk, Rahul
Gandhi said the entire
Opposition was united in raising
its demand for the sacking of
Minister Mishra. Referring to the

SIT report on the violence, he
said a report has come out that
it was a conspiracy and not an
isolated incident. “We will not
spare him (Ajay Mishra) and
continue our struggle till he is
sent to jail,” Rahul Gandhi said.

“The Prime Minister has

not done anything on this.
Neither the Government nor
the media is doing its job. The
Prime Minister, on the one
hand, apologises to farmers, but
on the other hand, he keeps the
minister who is involved in
Lakhimpur Kheri incident in

his cabinet. We will not accept
what is being done against
farmers,” Rahul Gandhi said.

Rahul also took on Prime
Minister directly on Twitter on
Tuesday and went on to taunt
the Prime Minister with a
“Thank you Modiji”. He

remarked the word lynching
was practically unheard of
before 2014 when the BJP
came to power. “Before 2014,
the word ‘lynching’ was prac-
tically unheard of.
#ThankYouModiJi,” Rahul
Gandhi’s tweet said. The attack
comes in the wake of lynchings
in Amritsar and Kapurthala in
Punjab where the Congress is
in power. 

Asked about the lynching
jibe at the media briefing, the
former Congress president said,
“Sarkar ki dalali mat karo
(Don’t do mediation for the
BJP).” Rahul, who appeared to
lose his cool, responded after
reporters asked him about the
BJP’s attack on his tweet.

Opposition leaders said
they will continue to raise the
demand even if many more of
their MPs are suspended.
Derek was suspended after the
House passed a motion moved
by Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs V
Muraleedharan in this regard. 

The Winter Session is
scheduled to end on December
23. Sasmit Patra, who was in the
Chair, said the TMC MP had
raised a point of order and the

deputy chairman duly respond-
ed to it. A little later, O’Brien
flung the rule book furiously in
the direction of the Chair, Patra
observed. “The rule book would
have hit the chair, or secretary
general or officials sitting at the
table,” he said.

Earlier in the morning,
leaders of several Opposition
parties met in the chamber of
Leader of Opposition in the
Rajya Sabha Mallikarjun
Kharge and discussed their
further strategy. Opposition
parties have been protesting
against the suspension of MPs,
which they have termed as
undemocratic and against the
rules of the House.

Kharge and Congress MP
Deepinder Singh Hooda also
gave adjournment notices in
the Rajya Sabha on the
Lakhimpur matter. Congress
MP Manickam Tagore gave a
similar adjournment notice in
the Lok Sabha on the
Lakhimpur Kheri violence.
Eight people, including four
farmers, were killed in the
Lakhimpur violence on
October 3. The notices were,
however, disallowed by
Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu.
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In a novel way to register their
protest over the delay in

NEET-PG 2021 counselling,
several resident doctors in
Delhi on Tuesday threw flow-
ers on security barricades, and
clanged utensils and clapped in
front of the Nirman Bhawan
here, saying they were sym-
bolically ‘’returning’’ the adu-
lation showered on them for
being Covid warriors. 

As the stir led by the
Federation of Resident Doctors’
Association (FORDA),
resumed after a week-long hia-
tus, entered into its fifth day in
Tuesday, patient care remained
affected at three Centre-run
facilities -- Safdarjung, RML
and Lady Hardinge hospitals -
- and some of the Delhi gov-
ernment-run hospitals.
Meanwhile, the IMA’s Junior
Doctors Network has written to
Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya demand-
ing fast-tracking of the court
hearing to expedite NEET-PG
2021 counselling, while extend-
ing solidarity with resident
doctors protesting outside
Nirman Bhawan, which hous-

es the health ministry office, for
the second consecutive day.

Many wore white lab coats,
and stethoscopes thrown
around the neck, chucked flo-
ral petals on security barri-
cades, and on a lab coat hung
on a barricade, with ‘’Dear
Union Health Ministry’’
scrawled on its back, as scores
of other medics clanged uten-
sils, clapped and chanted ‘We
want justice’.

During the first wave of the
Covid-19 pandemic, the gov-
ernment authorities had show-
ered floral petals from mid-air
and had asked people to clang
utensils and clap for a few min-
utes by coming out in the open
in balconies of their homes, in
acknowledgement of the yeo-
man services rendered by doc-
tors to fight the pandemic.

FORDA, in a statement
issued late evening, said, ‘’Since
the voices of thousands of res-
ident doctors are not being
heard by the authorities, we
have returned the ‘taalis and
thaalis’ that were clamoured,
and ‘phool’ (flowers) which
were showered upon us during
the previous waves of Covid-19
pandemic’’.
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The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)

ordered that no aircraft person-
nel, including the cabin crew,
pilots and maintenance should
take any alcoholic beverage with-
in 12 hours of the commence-
ment of the flight and asked all
airlines to have doctors or emer-
gency medical technicians for
pre-flight breath analyser tests to
check blood alcohol levels and to
ensure compliance.

To conduct post-flight
breath analyser examination,
the DGCA stated to carry out
in the aircraft after its arrival.
The level of blood alcohol
compatible with safe flying is
‘Zero’, which is also recom-
mended by the International
Civil Aviation Organisation.

For all scheduled operators,
each flight crew member and
cabin crew member shall be
subjected to pre-flight breath-
analyzer examination at first
departure airport. If a crew
member operates a flight with-
out undergoing the pre-flight
breathanalyzer examination,
the Chief of Operations of the
concerned airline shall ensure
that the involved crew member
is off-rostered at the first point
of landing and same is report-
ed to DGCA as per the CAR
provisions, said the DGCA.

Similarly, for all scheduled
flights originating from desti-
nations outside India, post-
flight breath-analyzer exami-
nation of each flight crew and
cabin crew shall be carried out
at first port of landing in India.
As per the new norms, all the
breath-analyser examination
positive/missed cases shall have
to be reported within 24 hours

In addition, DGCA has
also directed that if a crew

member is detected positive for
alcohol consumption, the med-
ical officer on duty shall provide
the prescribed performa for the
crew to submit a declaration
whether the second test is to be
dome on the same equipment
or alternate equipment. Under
rules, if the breath analyzer
examination result is positive,
a repeat test is to be carried out
within 20-25 minutes. As per
the previous CAR (civil aviation
requirement), the time between
first and second test was around
15 minutes. 

The DGCA order said two
ounces of whiskey raise the
alcohol level to 50 mg. The
amount of alcohol in a can of
beer is approx. the same as in
a single mixed drink. “Wine,
champagne, ale and other alco-
holic beverages have same

effects as liquor, though the
concentration of alcohol varies
from one beverage to the other,”
it added.

“Consumption of alcohol
results in significant deterio-
ration of psychomotor perfor-
mance and decreases the
amount of mental capacity
available to deal with many
essential tasks involved in the
conduct of the safe flight.
Should an emergency occur in-
flight, the crew member under
the influence of alcohol is not
capable of dealing with the
problem,” DGCA said.

Alcohol causes hypoxia and
reduces an individual’s toler-
ance with increase in altitude
and disturbs the sensor-motor,
visual and cortical reaction,
resulting in significant deteri-
oration of psychomotor per-
formance and decreasing the
amount of mental capacity
available to deal with many
essential tasks involved in the
conduct of safe flight. It is
known that a low alcohol blood
level between 30 mg% to 50
mg% disturbs the sensor-motor,
visual and cortical reaction.

“…When the blood alcohol
levels are zero in the body, there
could be some effect of hang-
over, which is mainly due to
congeners. These congeners
may take 15 to 18 hours to get
dissipated and may produce ill
effects for up to 36 hours
depending upon the amount of
alcohol consumed. Even 12
hours after a bout of drink,
when blood alcohol level
remains zero, there is a decre-
ment in task performance.
Alcohol present in the body
even in small quantities jeop-
ardises flight safety on several
counts and is likely to adverse-
ly affect an aviator well into the
hangover period,” it said.
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There is no evidence to sug-
gest that existing vaccines

do not work on the Omicron
variant of coronavirus, though
some of the mutations report-
ed on spike genes may decrease
the efficacy of existing vaccines,
the Government told the Rajya
Sabha on Tuesday.

“There is limited available
data, and no peer-reviewed
evidence, on vaccine efficacy or
effectiveness to date for
Omicron,” Union Health
Minister Mansukh Mandaviya
said in a written reply.

He was responding to a

question on whether the vac-
cinations that are given in the
country are effective to devel-
op immunity for this variant.

“However, vaccine protec-
tion is also by antibodies as well
as by cellular immunity, which is
expected to be relatively better
preserved. Hence vaccines are
expected to still offer protection
against severe disease and vac-
cination with the available vac-
cines remains crucial,” he added.

Listing the steps taken by
the Government after the news
of the spread of Omicron vari-
ant of Covid-19 in various
countries, Mandaviya said his
ministry on the basis of risk

assessment reviewed the exist-
ing travel guidelines and
revised rules for international
arrivals were issued on
November 28 which were fur-
ther amended two days later.

According to the guide-
lines, regions or countries have
been re-classified as “at-risk”
based on the epidemiological
situation of Covid-19 there
and reporting of Omicron vari-

ants from these countries.
List of such “at-risk”

regions or countries is dynam-
ic in nature and has been
updated from time to time.

All travellers coming from
countries deemed “at-risk” will
also mandatorily undergo
Covid-19 testing on arrival
through RT-PCR, followed by
mandatory home quarantine
for 7 days, Mandaviya said.

A repeat RT-PCR testing
shall also be done on the eighth
day of arrival in India to be
monitored by State health
authorities. Two per cent of
travellers from ‘non-at-risk’
countries will be tested at ran-

dom for Covid-19.
Individuals tested positive

shall be subjected to Whole
Genomic Sequencing at iden-
tified INSACOG network lab-
oratories to determine the pres-
ence of SARSCoV-2 variants
(including Omicron).

States and union territories
have been asked to undertake
several activities which include
strict monitoring of interna-
tional travellers in the com-
munity, contact tracing of pos-
itive individuals and follow up
for 14 days, genome sequenc-
ing of positive samples through
INSACOG Labs in a prompt
manner, Mandaviya said.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has arrest-

ed jailed promoters of real
estate group Unitech, Ajay
Chandra and Sanjay Chandra,
in a pending money launder-
ing case against them.

The ED arrested them after
obtaining Supreme Court’s per-
mission as the brothers were
earlier lodged in Mumbai’s jail.
After their arrest on Monday,
the duo was brought to Delhi
for custodial interrogation,
officials said. The brothers
were lodged in separate jails in
Mumbai in a cheating case filed
by the Delhi Police.

The ED move comes after
the apex court earlier this
month allowed the anti-money
laundering agency’s plea for a
fresh custodial interrogation of
the duo saying it has obtained
new evidence against them and
it needs to confront them with
those documents. The agency
will produce them before a
special Prevention of Money

Laundering Act (PMLA) court
here seeking their custody for
interrogation, they said.

The agency had earlier
informed the SC that the broth-
ers were conducting business
from the Tihar Jail premises in
connivance with the prison
staff despite being in jail. The
ED had made a startling reve-
lation that it unearthed a “secret
underground office” in the jail
which was being operated by
erstwhile Unitech founder
Ramesh Chandra and visited
by his sons Sanjay and Ajay
when on parole or bail.

Following this disclosure
by the ED, the SC directed the
authorities to shift the brothers
to two separate prisons in
Mumbai, Arthur Road Jail and
Taloja Jail. The agency has been
investigating money laundering
charges against the Chandras
and their realty firm Unitech
Ltd. It told the top court in its
report that both Sanjay and
Ajay have rendered the entire
judicial custody meaningless as
they have been freely commu-

nicating, instructing their offi-
cials and disposing of properties
from inside the Tihar Jail in con-
nivance with the prison staff.

The brothers are undergo-
ing judicial custody since
August, 2017 and are accused
of allegedly siphoning money
of home buyers. 

The ED filed a criminal
case under various sections of
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) early
this year against the Unitech
group and its promoters over
allegations that the Chandra
brothers illegally diverted over
Rs 2,000 crore of depositors
funds to Cyprus and the
Cayman Islands. 

In October, the agency had
arrested Unitech founder
Ramesh Chandra, Sanjay
Chandra’s wife Preeti Chandra
and Rajesh Malik of the
Carnoustie group. It has
attached properties of the
accused firm and its promoters
worth over Rs 690 crore in this
case till now under money
laundering charges.
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The Kerala High Court on
Tuesday dismissed a peti-

tion moved by a person who
claimed to be a RTI activist and
motivational speaker seeking
the removal of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s photograph
from Covid-19 vaccination cer-
tificate. The petitioner had
sought a declaration from the
court that the photograph of

the Prime Minister on his
COVID-19 Vaccination
Certificate was  a violation of
his fundamental rights.

Justice P V Kunhikrishnan,
who dismissed the plea  also
slapped a fine of Rs 1,00,000/-
on the petitioner for filing
‘frivolous petition with ulteri-
or motives’. “This is a frivolous
petition filed with ulterior
motives and I have a strong
doubt that there is political
agenda also to the petitioner.
This is a publicity oriented lit-
igation. Therefore, this is a fit
case that is to be dismissed with
a heavy cost,” said Justice
Kunhikrishnan.

The judge gave a piece of
his mind to the petitioner, a

State level master trainer at
Jawaharlal Nehru Leadership
Institute. “You work at an
Institute named after a Prime
Minister. Why don't you ask
the university to take that
down as well?" the judge had
asked the petitioner in the
course of the hearing to which
the latter did not reply.

While issuing a certificate
for Covid-19 vaccination, if the
Prime Minister of India gave a
message with his photograph
that with the help of medicine
and strict control, India will
defeat Covid-19, what is wrong
with it? When the counsel for
the petitioner argued this case,
I specifically asked him this
question. Counsel says that

the photograph of the Hon'ble
Prime Minister of India in his
vaccination certificate is an
intrusion to his privacy! What
a fantastic argument! Is he not
living in this country? 

The Prime Minister of
India is not a person who
entered the parliament house
by breaking the roof of the par-
liament building. He came to
power because of the mandate
of the people. 

The Indian democracy is
being praised by the world. The
Prime Minister is elected
because he has got people's
mandate. Till the general elec-
tion is over, the citizen can
campaign based on their polit-
ical view. Once the election is

over and the majority of peo-
ple gave a mandate to a polit-
ical party which leads to the
election of Prime Minister, he
is not the leader of that politi-
cal party but he is a leader of
the country. There can be
grievances against the policies
of the Government. There can
be political differences with the
views of the Prime Minister.
But those views can be raised
in a democratic manner. 

Gandhinagar: After a lot of
uproar, the Gujarat government
on Tuesday cancelled the
recently-held examination for
the recruitment of head clerks
following the leak of question
papers ahead of the test.

Harsh Sanghvi, Minister
of State (MoS) for Home,
Gujarat government, said that
the exams will now be held in
March next year.

After Aam Aadmi Party's
(AAP) Gujarat youth wing
chief Yuvrajsinh Jadeja
allegeged question paper leak,
the state government had ini-
tially denied the allegation.

But it was forced to order a
probe into the matter following
public outcry.

"All those who had sub-
mitted forms for the exams pre-
viously will be eligible to appear
for the test in March next year,
even if their eligible age laps-
es," Sanghavi told reporters.

Sanghavi said that more
arrests and recovery of cash is
possible in this case, as the
investigation is still on.

"The government is
mulling over fast-track trial of
this case. We have decided
that the accused will be pun-
ished in a way that no one
would think of leaking exam
papers, or even purchasing
them, in the future."

Following reports in the
press and social media and
based on it's own inquiry, the
Gujarat Secondary Service
Selection Board (GSSSB) has
registered an FIR at the Prantij
police station in Sabarkantha
district against 11 persons,
Sanghvi said. 

The scam unearthed by the
AAP leader shook the spirits of
88,000 candidates who
appeared for the recruitment
examination for 186 posts of
head clerk on December 12.  

IANS

Panaji: Goans will not tolerate
any comparison of a human
being with the local deity
Shantadurga, Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant said on
Tuesday.

Sawant was referring to
comparisons made by a local
Trinamool Congress leader
Kiran Kandolkar of West

Bengal Chief Minister and the
party's founder to goddess
Shantadurga, a local deity
revered as an avatar of Goddess
Durga.

"Do not compare anyone to
our Goddesses just like that. I
felt bad when it happened.
How can you compare some-
one to a goddess? Devi Shanta

durga is devi Shanta durga. No
one in Goa will accept (this
comparison) such comments.
Goans will not tolerate com-
parison of Devi Shantadurga to
a person. It is not possible to
tolerate this," Sawant said.

In October this year,
Kandolkar who was then a
working president of the Goa

Forward party had said:
"Navaratris are going on, this is
the eight day. I feel that we will
have to get Durga to Goa. The
Durga in Goa is referred to as
Shantadurga. She is calm. We
will have to get the real Durga
from Kolkata to Goa to destroy
this bhasmasur-like govern-
ment".

Kandolkar joined the All
India Trinamool Congress last
month.

Chief Minister Sawant also
said that because of Banerjee's
comparison with a goddess,
some 'Gods' had decided to
associate themselves with her,
in an oblique reference to some
local politicians joining her

party and the alliance 
between the West Bengal-based
party and the Trinamool
Congress.

"Some people may have
even thought that she is a real
goddess, which is why some
Gods have decided to stick with
her," Sawant said.

IANS

Shillong: Two powerful Improvised Explosive
Devices (IEDs), weighing over 11 kg, a live
grenade and other live ammunitions were
recovered during separate anti-insurgency oper-
ations in Meghalaya, officials said on Tuesday.

Police said that the two IEDs were found in
a bag placed under a culvert at Rechangre vil-
lage in West Garo Hills district late on Monday
night. Later, the security personnel defused
them. One of the IEDs, weighing about 10 kg,
was stored in a pressure cooker while another
was assembled in a tin box.

In another incident, one live grenade and six
7.62 mm bullets were recovered by the
Meghalaya police at Du'magitok village in the
same West Garo Hills district on Tuesday
night. The police registered separate cases and

launched a probe.
A police officer said they are yet to confirm

whether any militant outfit or any other inim-
ical group planted the IEDs or planned any
attack. IANS

Patna: Four persons were killed
and four others critically
injured after a three-wheeler in
which they were travelling was
hit by a dumper in Bihar's
Nalanda district on Tuesday.

The accident took place at
Hargawa village around 3 p.m.
after the dumper collided with
the three-wheeler coming from
the opposite direction.

All victims were on board
the three-wheeler.

Shibli Nomani, the SDPO
of Nalanda (Sadar) said four
persons died on the spot. Local
residents and police rescued
four others trapped inside.

They were taken to Sadar hos-
pital in Nalanda where the
condition of the injured people
are critical.

Following the accident, the
driver of the dumper fled the
spot. The agitated villagers set
the vehicle on fire and blocked
the state highway.

In another accident, a
youth was killed after he was hit
by a speeding bus on NH-139
at Naubatpur on Tuesday noon.

The victim has been iden-
tified as Manish Kumar who
got married a week ago. He
died on the spot.

IANS

Srinagar: Four terrorist asso-
ciates linked with proscribed
terror outfit JeM were arrested
in Jammu and Kashmir's
Awantipora and arms and
ammunition recovered from
their possession, officials said
on Tuesday.

Police said acting on spe-
cific input, Awantipora police,
along with the army's 50 RR

and the CRPF, apprehended the
four terrorist associates, iden-
tified as Zubair Gul, Adil Fayaz
Ganie, Basit Ali, all residents of
Samboora, and Shahid Nabi
Pandith, resident of Konibal
Pampore.

Incriminating materials,
arms and ammunition includ-
ing a pistol, and hand grenade
were recovered from their pos-

session. "During the prelimi-
nary investigation, it was
revealed that the arrested ter-
rorist associates were in touch
with JeM commanders and
were involved in transportation
of arms and ammunition,"
police said.

"Besides, they were pro-
viding shelter and other logis-
tic support to the active ter-
rorists operating in Samboora
and Pampore areas of
Awantipora." A case has been
registered and further investi-
gation has been taken up. 

IANS
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At least three persons were killed and 44 peo-
ple were injured when a fire broke out at the

Indian Oil Corporation refinery plant at Haldia,
police said.

Out of the 44 injured 37 were said to have
been referred to better hospitals in Kolkata,
police said adding out of the 37 people the con-
dition of seven were critical as all of them had
sustained burn injuries.

A IOC statement later said that the accident
occurred when shutdown work was in progress.
“The primary cause seems to be a flash fire lead-

ing to burn injuries to 44 persons … and three
persons have unfortunately succumbed to their
injuries,” IOC sources said adding however that
the fire had been put out and normalcy restored.
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Srinagar: A joint party of the
J&K Police and CRPF came
under fire from terrorists at
Soura in Srinagar district on
Tuesday evening, officials
said.

Police sources said the
Superintendent of Police,
Hazratbal, along with a
CRPF team, were conduct-
ing checks at a 'naka' point
in Soura when a terrorist
fired upon them. Nobody

was hurt but the team of
police and security forces
promptly retaliated.

Sources say probably the
terrorist got injured during
the retaliation but managed
to escape. Police sources
said they are following on
the vehicle-borne terrorist.
Additional forces have
reached the spot and an
operation has been started to
nab the attacker. IANS
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The communist leaderships
have been obsessed by the
proletariat and Marx’s
Communist Manifesto called
for the workers of the world
to unite; there was no men-
tion of the peasants in this all-
important call.

In any case, communism
killed itself rather than pros-
perity, poverty or inequality.
A clear conclusion one can
draw is that the ideology
failed and its practitioners
met their demise primarily
because the problem of
inequality was insoluble. This
is an indication that the the-
ory of karma stands vindicat-
ed. Look at the large number
of Christians, rather Jesuits,
who have spent their lifetimes
trying to teach in schools and
cure the poor in hospitals but
have not been able to crack
the problem of poverty.
Instead, they have succeeded
only in converting millions of
poor to the worship of Jesus
Christ. They have not been
able to solve any problem
other than their utilisation of
economic activity to create
socio-political tensions.

If economic theory, polit-
ical activity and socio-reli-
gious service has failed to
knock the bottom out of
inequality, what can? There is
a family of two brothers who

inherited vast fortunes from
their father. One brother has
grown richer while the other
is comprehensively bankrupt
in a matter of a decade and a
half. How does one explain
such a phenomenon except
with the help of karma? A
learned Englishman has
recently suggested democra-
cy as a cure for inequality. As
a last resort, he prescribed the
removal of social barriers
erected by caste, religion,
ethnicity and gender, which
should help reduce inequali-
ty. Many societies in Europe
had none of these barriers
except gender, and yet the
problem has persisted. A
combination of democracy
and socialism had been tried
by Jawaharlal Nehru. It did
not touch inequality; but it
induced tax evasion and the
illegal remittance of money
out of the country to banks in
countries that are tax havens.

The Scandinavian coun-
tries as well as Switzerland
have gotten as near as abolish-
ing poverty as presumably
possible; but that is not equal-
ity. Those who wrote the
Constitution of India did not
come to grips with this sub-
ject. They wrote Liberty,
Equality and Fraternity at its
beginning. The country was
divided but that has not

brought about fraternity.
There is tension, violence and
killing in all the three parts.
There is about as much liber-
ty as anywhere in the world,
although differences of opin-
ions persist between the
Opposition and the ruling
party. India is a free country
if a citizen is not a criminal,
whether socially or as a result
of his/her ideology. 

However, liberty does
include the freedom to per-
form as much good karma as
one can. There is no lid on
karma as there was an attempt
on income in Nehru’s India. If
there cannot be a lid on
karma, how can there be
equality? Because not every-
one can excel and be equal in
the performance of good
karma. If that be so, our last
postulate, and that of our
Constitution makers, collaps-
es. No hope of equality! The
reality of karma allows gen-
uine liberty to the living being,
but with attendant responsibil-
ity of the wisdom of choice.
However, there is no scope for
an artificially enforced equal-
ity, whose outcomes have
always been very debilitating.  

(The writer is a well-
known columnist, an author
and a former member of the
Rajya Sabha. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — The assertion “Hinduism is toler-
ance-personified” might be true if we con-
sider the humanitarian, secular and all-
embracing ethos of Ramakrishna
Paramhansa, Swami Vivekananda and
Mahatma Gandhi. However, this state-
ment is nothing but a joke if “mainstream
political” Hinduism or Hindutva is taken
into consideration. What was the religion
of Nathuram Godse who killed the Father
of our nation? What about the 2002
Gujarat pogrom? Which religious commu-
nity had committed gangrapes and mass
murder of innocent Muslims who had no
relationship with the criminals of Godhra?

Not to forget the daily doses of hatred
and violence inflicted upon the people of
lower castes and Dalits that has continued
since centuries. It is a matter of utmost dis-
grace to see how none other than the per-
sons holding leading Constitutional posts,
are shamelessly dividing the electorate and
citizens between and scandalously batting
for Hindus, fomenting “Islamophobia” and
taunting Rahul Gandhi's democratic right
of choosing electoral constituencies for
himself – as in Wayanad, “majority is in
the minority.” Instead of beating their own
trumpet, it is high time “proud” Hindus
indulged in a bit of introspection and
accord highest priority to humanity by dis-
carding the fangs and poisons of rabid
Hindutva.

Kajal Chatterjee | Kolkata
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Sir — There is unease among Christians
and believers in India’s religious pluralism
over anti-Christian propaganda and anti-
Christian violence in Karnataka. This
unease is justified. With the right-wing
groups and the Karnataka Government,
Christians have a double whammy of
attacks on churches and church-run insti-
tutions and the anti-conversion Bill. The
Karnataka Government is more interest-
ed in bringing in the anti-conversion law
than in taking action against those respon-
sible for the wave of attacks on Christians.
The rationalisation adduced for the attacks
and the leniency shown to the attackers
point to the tacit acquiescence of the State

Government in the attacks.
The charge of forced conversion is lev-

eled against Christians to justify the anti-
conversion Bill. The fact that the Christian
ranks are not swelling appreciably debunks
the bogey of conversion. The anti-conver-
sion Bill is part of the politics of Hindu
revivalism; it is premised on the notion of
domination of the country by a single reli-
gion. There is no need for a law that is
amenable to being misused when laws
already exist to prevent and punish con-
versions by way of misrepresentation,
force, fraud or allurement. It is significant
that reconversion or return to the Hindu
fold or ghar wapsi in the popular parlance
under any circumstances is not an offence
under the new law.

G David Milton | Maruthancode
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Sir — The electoral reforms Bill that would
allow linking of Aadhaar to a person’s voter
ID card was passed in the Lok Sabha on
Monday and now in the Rajya Sabha as

well amid the Opposition walk-out. The
proposal seems good on paper as it can
keep a check on the malpractice of dupli-
cating and rigging the elections to some
extent. Many eligible voters are denied
their voting right at the last minute due
to faulty electoral rolls, which is a more
serious violation of an individual's right
than the issue of malpractice. 

Free and fair elections cannot be pos-
sible if there is no level playing field for all
contenders. The use of money and mus-
cle has made a mockery of the election
process. The electoral bonds system, that
keeps people in the dark about fund
donors, places the political parties at a safe
distance from scrutiny for any quid pro quo
dealings. Unless an atmosphere is created
where a common man can confidently con-
test the elections, one cannot say the demo-
cratic process is healthy and evoluted. 

DVG Sankararao  | Vizianagaram
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The World Inequality
Report, 2022, has been
published. French polit-
ical economist Thomas

Piketty and his team have report-
edly brought forth a goldmine of
data in what they claim are sev-
eral insights into this egregious
problem. Christians are especial-
ly concerned with inequality
and its corollary, namely pover-
ty. The deprivation of poverty is
indeed one of the worst curses
on humanity and perhaps on
animals, although a lot of it goes
unnoticed. Or probably animals
move away or migrate to green-
er, richer areas if they can. To
move away is not always possi-
ble for humans who have to
cross national boundaries.

Speaking as a believing
Hindu, inequality is caused by
the person’s, or people’s karma,
whether in this life or an earli-
er one. Foreigners, especially
from the West, while visiting
India are horrified by the sight
of poor localities and the
shanties therein. If one goes to
speak to the poor to ask them
why they are so poor, the reply
is likely to be ‘what to do, Sir, (or
Madam), my karams (karma)
must have been bad, now I can-
not change them.’ In
Christendom, the belief is that
God created men equal but
society has rendered them
unequal. Bernard Shaw, the dis-
tinguished playwright, called
the poor casualties of civilisa-
tion. He thus blamed society for
the inequality, which in turn
causes poverty.

Karl Marx was the product
of his witnessing inequality
resulting in acute poverty, which
became more and more visible
as industrialisation advanced.
Poverty was not so visible in vil-
lages because it was scattered,
although inequality was sharp-
er in the rural areas. The differ-
ence between the lord and the
serf in the standard of living was
generally very acute. But ideo-
logues like Marx had no facili-
ty to travel in the villages to
study the economic life in the
rural areas. Which partly
explains why communism has
not been considerate to poor
peasants; its regimes dispos-
sessed them and collectivised
their minimal portions of land.
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The Supreme Court judgment in
the case of Ganesh v. Sudhirkumar
Srivastava and Ors. (2019) contin-
ues to cause  apprehension about

the right of a divorced women to get alimo-
ny. Justices Indu Malhotra and UU. Lalit
held that it “was certainly open to the wife
to give up any claim so far as maintenance
or permanent alimony or Stridhana but she
could not have given up the rights which
vest in the daughter (a minor) insofar as
maintenance and other issues are con-
cerned.”  Many jurists feel strongly that the
very proposition that it would be accept-
able for a woman to waive the right to her
own maintenance goes against settled law
and public policy.

It would be pertinent to mention that
the parties to the case were married as per
Hindu rites and had a minor daughter
born out of the wedlock.  Due to irrecon-
cilable differences, they agreed mutually
and consented on certain terms for a
divorce. The divorce agreement included,
among other things, the withdrawal by the
wife of criminal proceedings against the
husband and the relinquishing her right
to alimony and maintenance as well as the
right to her daughter’s maintenance.  They
got the divorce. However, the husband filed
a Contempt Petition in the Bombay High
Court as the criminal proceedings against
him by the ex-wife were not withdrawn as
per mutually agreed terms. The contempt
petition having been dismissed by the High
Court, the husband preferred an appeal to
the Supreme Court. The apex court
observed that if the parties had arrived at
a settlement and decided to withdraw the
cases filed by each of the parties against the
other, the compromise ought to be effec-
tuated in complete sense. The Supreme
Court quashed the criminal proceedings
but expressed reservation insofar as the
divorce decree passed by the Family
Court relinquishing the right of the minor
child to get maintenance from the father
even though the mother had agreed to
relinquish the same. The Court observed
that while it was certainly open to the wife
to give up any claim so far as maintenance
or permanent alimony or stridhan, she
could not have given up the rights which
vest in the daughter insofar as maintenance
and other issues are concerned.  Exercising
the power under Article 142 of the
Constitution, the apex court set-aside the
said Clause of the Consent Terms.

The precise legal point and a matter of
vital societal concern is that the approval
given by the apex Court to the voluntary
relinquishment of the statutory right to
maintenance by a woman is in conflict with
public policy and the principles well set-
tled judicially.  In Rajesh R. Nair vs Meera
Babu, (2013), a division bench of the Kerala
High Court held that an agreement, by
which the wife waived her right to claim
maintenance, would be a void agreement
it being against public policy.  Such an
agreement would amount to ousting of
jurisdiction of Magistrate and Family
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Court to entertain maintenance
claim, which cannot be permitted
by law.  The Bombay High Court
in Ramchandra Laxman Kamble vs
Shobha Ramchandra Kamble and
Anr, (2016), while dealing with the
right to maintenance under S/125
of the Criminal Procedure Code
(Cr.P.C.), had held that even if the
wife gave up or relinquished her
right to claim maintenance, at any
time in the future, it was opposed
to public policy and therefore such
an agreement, even if voluntarily
entered into, would not be enforce-
able. Likewise, the Punjab and
Haryana High Court in the matter
of Ranjit Kaur vs Pavittar Singh
(1992), held that the right of main-
tenance is a statutory right which
the legislature has framed obliter-
ating the cast or creed of the par-
ties, and, therefore, distinct from the
liability under any other law. If it is
proved to the satisfaction of the
Court that there is a refusal or
neglect on the part of the husband
to maintain his wife, children or
parents, none of them can be
deprived of the statutory protection
of maintenance. Therefore, ‘the
statutory right of a wife to mainte-
nance cannot be bartered, done
away with or negatived by the hus-
band by setting up an agreement to
the contrary.  Such an agreement in
addition to it being against public
policy would also be against the
clear intendment of this provision’.  

The right to maintenance, a
substantive measure of social secu-
rity, is enshrined in various statutes.
S/125 of the Cr.P.C. provides that “if

any person, having sufficient
means, neglects or refuses to main-
tain…. his wife, unable to maintain
herself…a Magistrate of the first
class, may, upon proof of such
neglect or refusal, order such per-
son to make a monthly allowance
for the maintenance of his wife’.
Further, ‘if such person offers to
maintain his wife on condition of
her living with him, and she refus-
es to live with him, such Magistrate
may consider any grounds of refusal
stated by her, and may make an
order notwithstanding such offer,
if he is satisfied that there is just
ground for so doing. “Wife”
includes a woman who has been
divorced by, or has obtained divorce
from her husband and has not
remarried.”  More so, the Code of
Criminal Procedure (Cr.P.C.) is
based on unexceptionable principle
and makes no distinction between
caste, creed or religion.

Under the Hindu Marriage
Act, 1955, an order for mainte-
nance, interim or temporary, may
be made by the Court under S/ 24
and for monthly maintenance and
alimony under S/ 25.  Under S/18
of the Hindu Adoption and
Maintenance Act, 1956, a Hindu
wife shall be entitled to be main-
tained by her husband during her
life time.  Notably, a Hindu wife
shall be entitled to live separately
from her husband without forfeit-
ing her claim to maintenance sub-
ject to laid down conditions under
the law. Under S/20 of the
Protection of Women from the
Domestic Violence Act, 2005, the

Magistrate has the power to grant
fair, adequate and reasonable main-
tenance or monetary relief to not
just the wife but every woman who
has been in a relationship in the
nature of marriage and has been
the victim of domestic violence.
Under the Parsi Marriage Act,1869
and the Special Marriage Act,1954,
a wife can seek maintenance from
the husband on specified grounds.

The Muslim Women
(Protection of Rights on Divorce)
Act,1986 provides that the Muslim
women be provided with fair and
reasonable maintenance within
the ‘iddat’ period by her former
husband.  But in the famous
Shahnaz Bano vs. Babbu Khan
(1985), the Supreme Court held in
their pathbreaking judgement that
even in a case where the wife has
surrendered her rights voluntarily,
and if after waiving her right to
maintenance, she becomes vagrant
and destitute and is unable to
maintain herself, then irrespective
of her personal law, she would be
entitled to avail statutory remedy
for maintenance under S/125 of
Cr.P.C.  

It is abundantly, and unam-
biguously clear from various judg-
ments and the provisions of the
personal laws and the overarching
Cr.P.C that there can be no relin-
quishment of the statutory right to
maintenance in the future.  A
woman may choose not to take
alimony or maintenance from her
husband but there can be no relin-
quishment of the statutory right to
maintenance in the future. 

(Shamindra Kadian is a
Delhi-based advocate and
Devendra Singh Aswal ex-
Additional Secretary, Lok
Sabha and a legal scholar.

The views expressed 
are personal.)

It has been two years since
COVID-19 emerged in
China and spread world-

wide. Since then, the globe has
faced upheavals. As we enter
2022, what does the crystal ball
say about the pandemic? Will
the new year see the end of the
pandemic, or will it continue
through the year? The short
answer is the COVID-19 pan-
demic is not over yet and is
likely to continue through
2022. With unpredictable out-
breaks still occurring world-
wide, it is difficult to predict
the end of the pandemic.

If we assume that all pan-
demics must end, every pan-
demic in history has complet-
ed its cycle at some point, even
without the advances in sci-
ences we have today. The
bubonic plague was never
entirely eradicated and has

killed millions of people over
the past 2,000 years.  The 1918
Spanish flu lasted for around
two years and infected 500
million people.

Despite early hopes, only
about 40 percent of the popu-
lation is fully vaccinated, and
millions are skipping their
second doses. The World
Health Organization has eval-
uated more than 270 million
people had been affected by
COVID-19, while an estimat-
ed 57 per cent of the global
population has received at
least one dose of vaccine.

A few days ago, some
experts predicted that many
countries might become free of
Covid-19 after suffering Alpha,
Beta, Gamma, Delta, and other
variants in the past two years.
The rapid spread of the high-
ly-mutated Omicron variant,

identified in late November,
undermines that hope. Some
experts predict that there will
be new mutations, new vari-
ants, as Covid-19 will be
around for years like the flu
and the common cold; there is
no other option than to learn
to live with it.

While coping with the
covid forever might be daunt-
ing, experts predict it might
become endemic sooner. 

Microsoft co-founder Bill
Gates predicted last week: “I

am hopeful that the end is
finally in sight. It might be
foolish to make another pre-
diction, but I think the acute
phase of the pandemic will
come to a close sometime in
2022.”

Many countries have once
again resorted to wearing
masks, maintaining social dis-
tances, and banning large gath-
erings. Omicron is spreading
fast.

An independent popula-
tion health research centre at
the University of Washington
Medicine in the United States
has predicted India’s cumula-
tive death toll will be nearly 2.9
million by March 1, 2022.

However, Vidyasagar, head
of the National COVID-19
Supermodel Committee, has
predicted: “Third wave is like-
ly to arrive early next year in

India. It should be milder
than the second wave due to a
large-scale immunity present
in the country now.”.

Though caught unaware
during the second wave early
this year, India has adminis-
tered about 1.2 billion vaccines
since. The government will
likely complete its first round
of vaccinations in 2022. India
has also increased the produc-
tion of vaccines and might
even export to needy coun-
tries.

We have learned some
lessons from the second wave.
When the Indian government
thought we had almost defeat-
ed Covi19 and the then health
minister Harshvardhan even
said that it was dead, the sec-
ond wave hit the country with
such force. This second wave
was mainly due to the compla-

cency that things were becom-
ing okay. People threw caution
and went about without a
mask or keeping social dis-
tance. People crowded in pub-
lic places like temples and
parks. The poll rallies held in
poll-bound states like West
Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
and Puducherry caused
enough spread. We can escape
the third wave if the people
and politicians stick to the safe-
ty regulations.

The Indian government is
getting ready to meet any
eventuality and has stepped up
the vaccine supply. The health
sector has been allocated more
funds in 2021 and it is likely to
continue in the 2022 budget.
The upcoming Assembly elec-
tions in UP, Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh, Manipur,
Goa, and Gujarat are crucial

for the BJP and Congress.
The political parties should
make sure that they address
only virtual rallies and prop-
agate their poll agenda through
digital mode.

The future is unknow-
able. The good news is that
India is better prepared to deal
with Covid-19 today than two
years ago because vaccine sup-
plies have increased. The bot-
tom line is that the virus will
continue to affect our lives and
livelihoods unless the global
community collectively
addresses inequitable access to
vaccines. At the same time,
governments must invest in
preparedness, prevention, and
health care. The public also has
its duty to cooperate with the
government and follow regu-
lations so that the new variant
does not spread fast.
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(The writer is a senior 
journalist. The views

expressed are personal.) 
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China on Tuesday reacted
angrily to the  US move to

appoint Indian-origin diplomat
Uzra Zeya as America's  Special
Coordinator for Tibetan Issues,
saying it will never recognise
her designation as it amount-
ed to interference in its inter-
nal affairs.

While designating Zeya as
Special Coordinator for
Tibetan Issues,  US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken said that
she has been tasked  with pro-
moting "substantive dialogue"
between China and the Dalai
Lama or his representatives in
support of a negotiated agree-
ment on Tibet.

Responding to questions
on Zeya's appointment,
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian told a
media briefing here that
Tibetan affairs"are purely
China's domestic affairs. They
brook no foreign interference".
"By designating a so-called
special coordinator for Tibetan

issues the US is interfering in
China's domestic affairs. China
firmly rejects this. We never
recognise this designation," he
said. He asked US to take
"concrete actions to abide by its
commitment  of recognising
Tibet as part of China and not
supporting Tibet independence
and stop using Tibetan related
issues to interfere in China's
domestic  affairs.  China will
continue to take all measures to
firmly safeguard  our sover-
eignty, security and develop-
ment interests." 

Responding to a follow-up
question, he said, "I would like
to stress that since peaceful lib-
eration of Tibet 70 years ago
Tibet has experienced social
harmony, economic prosperi-
ty and religious and  cultural
development". "People there
lead a happy life (and) there is
no need for certain US indi-
viduals to worry and there is no
room for their criticism. 

If US politicians can't find
anything better to do perhaps
they should pay some attention
to serious racial discrimination
and human rights problems at
home," he said. The US should
appoint Special Coordinator,

not for Tibetan issues but to
probe genocide of American
Indians, human rights affairs of
ethnic minorities and the
"botched COVID-19 response"
resulting in a heavy death toll,
he said.   

Zeya, who was once post-
ed in New Delhi during her
diplomatic career, had quit
foreign service in 2018 in
protest against policies of then-
president Donald Trump.She is
also Under Secretary for
Civilian Security, Democracy,
and Human Rights. As US
Special Coordinator for
Tibetan Issues, Zeya will coor-
dinate US government policies,
programmes and projects con-
cerning Tibetan issues, consis-
tent with the Tibetan Policy Act
of 2002, as amended by Tibetan
Policy and Support Act of
2020. "Specifically, she will
promote substantive dialogue,
without preconditions, between
Government of People's
Republic of China (PRC) and
the Dalai Lama, his represen-
tatives, or democratically elect-
ed Tibetan leaders in support
of a negotiated agreement on
Tibet," according to the US
Department of State.
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The statues of deities at a
Hindu temple  in this

Pakistani city have been
destroyed, the police said on
Tuesday, the latest incident of
vandalism against the places of
worship of the minority com-
munity in this country.

The incident took place at
the Narayan Mandir in
Karachi's old city of
Narainpura on Monday
evening, they said.

A man, identified as
Muhammad Waleed Shabbir,
has been arrested  for damag-
ing the statues of the deities, a
senior police officer official,
Sarfaraz Nawaz, said.

"He was arrested on  com-
plaint of a Hindu man, Mukesh
Kumar, who with his wife was
at Narayan Mandir for prayers
when they saw this man dam-
aging the statues of Hindu
deities with a hammer," he said.

An eyewitness said that
angry Hindus, who were at
temple, caught hold of mis-
creant and handed him over to
police. Later, the Hindu resi-
dents of the area staged a
protest outside police station,
demanding government to
provide security to Hindus.

They also raised slogans and
protested that they were feel-
ing insecure  in the area after
the incident. 

The area is mostly inhab-
ited by poor and low-income
Hindu families who have been
living in Narainpura for
decades. The police and
Pakistani Rangers reached the
spot and cordoned off the
area.

Sindh's Minister for
Minority Affairs Gyanchand
Israni said that a case should be
registered. He said that such
incidents create unrest in the
society."We condemn such
attacks," he said. 

Another Hindu resident
said that there were lots of
Hindu families  in area and
they had never seen such an
incident and there had  never
been any incident of Hindu-
Muslim tension in area."We are
labourers and very poor peo-
ple. 

We do not harm anyone
and  always pray people will
respect our worship places
too," he said. The police offi-
cial said that they were inves-
tigating motive  behind inci-
dent. The videos of broken
holy statues were seen circu-
lating on social media.
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With the omicron variant
on the march, President

Joe Biden plans to announce
500 million free rapid tests for
Americans, increased support
for hospitals under strain and
a redoubling of vaccination
and boosting efforts.

In a speech scheduled for
Tuesday afternoon, Biden is
announcing major changes to
his COVID-19 winter plan,
his hand forced by the arrival
of the fast-spreading omicron
variant, whose properties are
yet not fully understood by sci-
entists.

The world is confronting
prospect of a second straight
holiday season with COVID-19
as families and friends begin to
gather. Scientists don’t yet know
whether omicron causes more
serious disease, but they do
know that vaccination should
offer strong protections against
severe illness and death. The
White House provided details
on the proposals Biden will
announce in his speech.A cor-
nerstone of the plan is Biden’s
decision for the government to
purchase 500 million coron-
avirus rapid tests and ship
them free to Americans start-
ing in January. 
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BOSTON: The nation’s sec-
ond-largest city called off its New
Year’s Eve celebration Monday,
and its smallest state re-imposed
an indoor mask mandate as
omicron variant leaped ahead of
other variants to become dom-
inant version of coronavirus in
US. 

The moves in Los Angeles
and Rhode Island reflected
widening fears of a potentially
devastating winter COVID-19
surge. Much of concern is being
driven by omicron, which federal
health officials announced
accounted for 73% of new infec-
tions last week, a nearly sixfold
increase in only seven days.

Omicron’s prevalence is even
higher in some parts of US It’s
responsible for an estimated
90% of new infections in  New
York area, the Southeast, the
industrial Midwest and Pacific
Northwest, federal officials
said.The announcement under-
scored variant’s remarkable abil-
ity to race across oceans and con-
tinents. It was first reported in
southern Africa less than a
month ago. AP

NEW YORK: Omicron
has raced ahead of other vari-
ants and is now dominant ver-
sion of coronavirus in the US,
accounting for 73% of new
infections last week, federal
health officials said Monday.
The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention num-
bers showed nearly a six-fold
increase in omicron’s share of
infections in only one week.

In much of country, it’s
even higher. Omicron is
responsible for an estimated
90% or more of new infections
inNew York area, the
Southeast, the industrial
Midwest and Pacific
Northwest. 

The national rate suggests
that more than 650,000 omi-
cron infections occurred in US
last week. Since end of June,
the delta variant had been
main version causing US
infections. As recently as the
end of November, more than
99.5% of coronaviruses were
delta, according to CDC data.

AP
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Israel’s former military intel-
ligence chief says the coun-

try was involved in the
American airstrike that killed
Iranian general Qassem
Soleimani in January 2020. It
was the first public acknowl-
edgement of Israel’s role in the
operation.

Soleimani headed the
Iranian Revolutionary Guard’s
elite Quds Force and helped
orchestrate Iran’s involvement
with paramilitary groups
abroad. He was killed in a U.S.
drone strike at the Baghdad air-
port in January 2020, an inci-
dent that threatened to pull the
countries into full-blown con-
flict.

A week after the airstrike,
NBC News reported that Israeli
intelligence helped confirm
the details of Soleimani’s flight
from Damascus to Baghdad.
Earlier this year, a Yahoo News
reported that Israel “had access
to Soleimani’s numbers” and
gave that intelligence to the
United States.But Maj. Gen.
Tamir Heyman, the now-
retired general who headed

military intelligence until
October, appears to be the first
official to confirm Israel’s
involvement. Heyman’s com-
ments were published in the
November issue of a Hebrew-
language magazine closely affil-
iated with Israel’s intelligence
services. The interview was
held in late September, a cou-
ple weeks before his retirement
from the military. The authors
wrote that Heyman opened
the interview by talking about
the American airstrike that
killed Soleimani, but in which
Israeli intelligence played a
part.

“Assassinating Soleimani
was an an achievement, since
our main enemy, in my eyes,
are the Iranians,” Heyman told
the magazine. He said there
were “two significant and
important assassinations dur-
ing my term” as head of army
intelligence.

“The first, as I’ve already
recalled, is that of Qassem
Soleimani -- it’s rare to locate
someone so senior, who is the
architect of the fighting force,
the strategist and the operator
-- it’s rare,” he said. 
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China announced sanctions
on Tuesday on four mem-

bers of the U.S. government’s
Commission on International
Religious Freedom in retalia-
tion for penalties imposed on
Chinese officials over com-
plaints of abuses in the coun-
try’s northwestern Xinjiang
region.

The tit-for-tat sanctions
add to spiraling tension over
Xinjiang. Washington has
banned imports from the
region that might be made
with forced labor, while
activists are calling for a boy-
cott of February’s Winter
Olympics in Beijing. China
has denied accusations of abus-
es and earlier retaliated by
publicizing calls for boycotts of
foreign shoe and clothing
brands.

The chairwoman and three
members of the U.S. panel are
barred from visiting mainland
China, Hong Kong and Macau,
and any assets they have in the
country will be frozen, Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Zhao
Lijian said. Zhao identified
those targeted as chairwoman
Nadine Maenza, deputy chair-
man Nury Turkel and members

Anurima Bhargava and James
Carr. Zhao gave no indication
whether they have assets in
China.China threatened to
retaliate after the U.S. Treasury
announced sanctions Dec. 10
on two officials accused of
involvement in repression of
Uyghurs and other mostly
Muslim minorities in Xinjiang.
Beijing is accused of mass
detentions, forced abortions
and other abuses.Treasury tar-
geted Shohrat Zakir, chairman
of the region’s government
from 2018 until early this year,
and Erken Tuniyaz, who holds
the position now and previ-
ously was deputy chairman.
“The United States should
withdraw the so-called sanc-
tions and stop interfering in
Xinjiang’s affairs and China’s
internal affairs,” Zhao said.
“China will make further
responses in accordance with
the development of situation.”
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Democrats are struggling to
pick up the pieces after

Sen. Joe Manchin effectively
crushed President Joe Biden’s
big domestic policy bill. But
they face serious questions
whether the $2 trillion initia-
tive can be refashioned to win
his crucial vote or the party will
be saddled with a devastating
defeat.

Senate Majority Leader
Chuck Schumer vowed on
Monday that the chamber
would vote early in the new
year on Biden’s “Build Back
Better Act” as it now stands so
every senator “has the oppor-
tunity to make their position
known on the Senate floor, not
just on television.” That was a
biting reference to Manchin’s
sudden TV announcement
against the bill on Sunday.

Biden and Manchin spoke
later Sunday, according to a
person familiar with call, first
reported by Politico. It was cor-
dial and respectful, said person
who spoke only on condition of
anonymity. But  conservative
West Virginia Democrat and
his party are so far apart, his
relationships so bruised after
months of failed talks. 
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Pakistan’s military test-fired
a home-grown Babur

cruise missile on Tuesday
that has a range of more than
900 kilometers (560 miles),
twice the distance of an ear-
lier missile of the same model,
a statement said.

The missile’s extended
range further enhances
nuclear-armed Pakistan’s mil-
itary capability.Pakistan and
neighbor India, which also
has a nuclear arsenal, have a
volatile relationship, having
fought three wars against each
other. 

The military buildup of
both countries is closely
watched by a nervous inter-
national community as India
and Pakistan have come dan-
gerously close to a fourth
war at least twice over the last
two decades.

The missile, dubbed the
Babur Cruise Missile 1B, is
domestically developed, said
the military statement. An
earlier version had the limit-
ed capacity to travel just 450
kilometers (280 miles).

AL JAZEERA: United
States national security adviser,
Jake Sullivan, will visit Israel this
week for detailed discussions
with Israeli Prime Minister
Naftali Bennett on Iran’s nuclear
programme, a senior Biden
administration official has said. 

The visit, which is expect-
ed to begin on Tuesday, comes
as negotiations in Vienna over
Iran returning to  2015 nuclear
deal have shown modest gains,
but remain far from a break-
through.

“We will talk about where
we see state of Iran’s nuclear
program and some of time-
lines,” the official told reporters.
“It will be a good opportunity
to sit down face-to-face and talk
about state of talks, the time-
frame in which we are working
and to re-emphasise that we
don’t have much time.”

Sullivan will be accompa-
nied by National Security
Council’s Middle East director
Brett McGurk and other US
officials, and will also meet
Palestinian President
Mohammed Abbas in
Ramallah in occupied West
Bank to discuss strengthening
US relations with Palestinians,
the official said. The Biden
administration has made a

return to Iran nuclear deal,
from which former President
Donald Trump withdrew in
2018, its top priority. The
accord saw Iran agree to curb
its nuclear programme in
exchange for sanctions relief. 

Since US withdrawal,
Tehran has increasingly flout-
ed restrictions, saying it is no
longer beholden to agreement.
The Western signatories of
nuclear deal have repeatedly
sought urgency due to Iran’s
nuclear advances.

Last week, a senior US
official said Iran’s breakout
time to producing enough
highly enriched uranium for
one nuclear weapon is now
“really short” and alarming.
Iran has repeatedly denied that
it seeks to develop a nuclear
weapon. An eighth round of
talks between Iran and other
signatories of  deal, with US
participating indirectly, are set
to resume next week.  Reports
have indicated that sides may be
close to reaching a new joint
draft, which incorporates ele-
ments from a text reached by
end of the sixth round of nego-
tiations in June and new pro-
posals put forth by adminis-
tration of Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi. AGENCIES
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The Russian president on
Tuesday reiterated  his

demand for guarantees from
US and its allies that NATO will
not expand eastwards, blaming
West for "tensions that are
building up in Europe."
Vladimir Putin's speech at a
meeting with Russia's top mil-
itary brass came just days after
Moscow submitted draft secu-
rity documents demanding
that NATO deny membership
to Ukraine and other former
Soviet countries and roll back
alliance's military deployments
in Central and Eastern Europe
-bold ultimatums that are
almost certain to be rejected. 

The demands - contained
in a proposed Russia-US secu-
rity treaty and a security agree-
ment between Moscow and
NATO - were drafted amid
soaring tensions over a Russian
troop buildup near Ukraine
that has  stoked fears of a pos-
sible invasion.  Russia has
denied it has plans to attack its
neighbor but pressed for legal
guarantees that would rule out
NATO expansion and weapons
deployment there. Putin
charged Tuesday that if US and
NATO missile systems appear
in Ukraine, it will take missiles
only minutes to reach Moscow.
"For us it is most serious chal-
lenge - a challenge to our secu-
rity," he said, adding that this
is why Kremlin needs "long-
term, legally binding guaran-
tees" from West, as opposed to
"verbal assurances.
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Mumbai: Market benchmarks
clawed back some lost ground
on Tuesday after two days of
heavy declines as investors
made a cautious return to
energy, IT and finance stocks
amid supportive global cues.

A sharp recovery in the
rupee further fuelled the
rebound, traders said.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
opened strong and rallied to
56,900, before paring some
gains to close at 56,319.01, up
497 points or 0.89 per cent.

Similarly, the NSE Nifty
advanced 156.65 points or 0.94
per cent to 16,770.85.

HCL Tech was the top per-
former in the Sensex pack,
spurting 3.91 per cent, fol-
lowed by Wipro, Tata Steel,
Tech Mahindra, UltraTech
Cement, Titan and Sun
Pharma.

On the other hand,
PowerGird, Axis Bank, Bajaj
Finance, SBI, M&M, Kotak

Bank and HDFC closed with
losses of up to 1.50 per cent.
The market breadth was in

favour of the bulls, with 23
advances compared to seven
declines.

New Delhi: The
Cabinet has not taken
any decision on pri-
vatisation of two
Public Sector Banks
(PSBs), which the
government had
announced in Budget
2021-22, Parliament
was informed on
Tuesday.  In the
Union Budget for
financial year 2021-
22, the government
had announced its
intent to take up privatisation of
two PSBs in the year and approval
of a policy of strategic disinvest-
ment of public sector enterprises,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said in a written reply
in the Rajya Sabha on Tuesday.
She was responding to a question
on privatisation of two PSBs.

The objectives of the policy
include enablement of growth of
public sector enterprises through
infusion of private capital, tech-
nology and best practices, the

minister said.
"Consideration of various issues
related to disinvestment is entrust-
ed to the Cabinet Committee des-
ignated for this purpose/ Cabinet.
Decision by  the Cabinet
Committee/Cabinet has not been
taken in this regard," Sitharaman
said further.

The bill related to privatisation
of PSBs has been listed for the
ongoing winter session of
Parliament which ends on
December 23. PTI

New Delhi: Domestic IT services companies
are expected to log a dollar revenue growth
of 9-12 per cent in FY2022, driven by accel-
erated demand for digital technologies from
enterprises globally and partly on account of
low base of last year due to the COVID-19
impact, ratings agency ICRA said on Tuesday.

Industry growth is expected to moder-
ate marginally to 6-9 per cent in FY2023, part-
ly also on account of the base effect, ICRA said
in a statement.

"In line with the growth trajectory wit-
nessed over recent quarters, Indian IT services
companies are expected to report healthy
growth over the near term due to aforemen-
tioned favourable factors," ICRA Assistant
Vice-President and Sector Head Deepak
Jotwani said.

He added that this growth has been sup-
ported by uptick in all key verticals such as
BFSI, telecom, manufacturing, retail and dis-
tribution.  However, concerns have emanat-
ed from elevated attrition levels for the indus-
try due to strong demand for digital tech-
nologies and lack of adequate skilled man-
power to service the same.

Companies are reskilling employees to
overcome this challenge. Moreover
they have also been able to achieve higher

employee productivity through increased
deployment of technology. Hiring by IT
companies is at an all-time high buoyed by
strong demand and net addition over past four
quarters has been increasing exponentially,
Jotwani noted.

ICRA said IT services companies remain
focused on enhancing the share of fixed price
contracts as it assures better revenue visibili-
ty and also allows for higher deployment of
offshore resources where the salaries are 60-
70 per cent lower, coupled with better utili-
sation of manpower across such projects and
deployment of automation.

The benefits are shared with the client
leading to mutual advantage.

The share of fixed price contracts has
remained between 60-65 per cent in the past
three years, ICRA said.

There was some increase in H2 FY2021,
which has tapered to around 61 per cent lev-
els in the second quarter of FY2022, given the
higher share of new contracts and mix of con-
tracts secured.

"ICRA has a stable outlook on the Indian
IT services industry, led by minimal impact
of the pandemic on revenues and profitabil-
ity and steady earnings outlook over the near
to medium term," Jotwani said. PTI

MAHE: Crypto exchange
BitMEX on Tuesday
announced the launch of its
highly-awaited token, BMEX.
New and existing BitMEX
users are immediately eligible
for exclusive BMEX airdrops;
tokens will be awarded for
trading and referral activity and
will also be given to all new
BitMEX users. 
Alexander Höptner, CEO of
BitMEX, said: "BitMEX has
ambitious plans to transform
into a full crypto exchange
ecosystem in 2022, and the
launch of BMEX marks a
rebirth."
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Air India shelled out an
"avoidable" penalty of Rs

43.85 crore to Boeing for non-
adherence with the contractu-
ally stipulated timelines under
the agreement for an aircraft
component service pro-
gramme, according to CAG.

The penalty amount
was paid in August last year for
the July 2016 to December
2019 period.        

The Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) has
mentioned about the penalty in
a report tabled in Parliament
on Tuesday wherein it said that
"avoidable payment of penalty

due to delay in return of
removed components" was
made by Air India.

In December 2015, the air-
line had entered into an agree-
ment with Boeing for Rotable
Exchange Programme related
to servicing of 787 aircraft
component and the pact came
into effect from July 2016.

As per the agreement, Air
India was required to return the
removed component along
with the component informa-
tion to Boeing within 10  cal-
endar days after Boeing deliv-
ered the serviceable exchange
component and in case of fail-
ure to do so, then delayed
return fee is payable to the air-

craft maker.      
The national carrier

defaulted on the concession-
al late return fees/ penalty for
the period from July 2016 to

December 2019, following
which  Boeing served a letter,
in July 2020, intimating sus-
pension of the programme if
payment was not received by
July 31, 2020. Subsequently,
Boeing  served six months'
notice of termination and with-
drew the discounts offered ear-
lier.        

During the July 2016 to
December 2019 period, CAG
said there were several
instances of delayed return of
removed component by Air
India over and above the stip-
ulated time limit of 10 days.
Citing audit analysis, CAG said
that during the initial period
(July 2016 to December 2017),
there were 170 instances of
delayed return and in 88
instances, the delay was more
than 30 days with a maximum
of 214 days.

New Delhi: Amid concerns
expressed by the industry bod-
ies, a parliamentary panel on
Tuesday said the proposed
penalty and jail term for viola-
tion of the Pesticide
Management Bill, 2020, are
"essential" to check the sale of
fake and spurious pesticides in
the country.

The Bill, which was vetted
by the Parliament Standing
Committee on Agriculture
headed by P C Gaddigoudar that
tabled its report in the Lok Sabha
on Tuesday, proposed monetary
fines for the first two offences,
while jail term of one year in case
of a third conviction.

"The committee appreciate
the government for incorporat-
ing such penal provisions, which
will go a long way in ensuring
safety and security to farm-
ers/other end-users as well as the

environment," the panel said in
the report.

The committee opined that
the provisions in the Bill regard-
ing offences and punishment are
"essential" to ensure "deter-
rence", it said. The panel
further said it is aware that the
country is facing huge challenges
of fake and spurious pesticides
that affect the farmers.

"It has been suggested to the
committee that stringent penal
provisions should be there to
counter this," it added.
According to the panel, the
agriculture ministry has also
stated that the offences under
this Bill are graded and only a
third conviction attracts a high-
er penalty. Further, more serious
offences like the sale of unli-
censed or unregistered, banned
pesticides attract a more strin-
gent penalty. PTI
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Rising for a fourth straight
session, the rupee surged by

31 paise to close at a nearly two-
week high of 75.59 against the
US dollar on Tuesday as posi-
tive domestic equities and a
weak American currency in the
overseas markets boosted
investor sentiment.

Risk sentiment recovered
in global markets, helping riski-
er assets and emerging curren-
cies post gains against the dol-
lar, analysts said.

At the interbank forex mar-
ket, the domestic unit opened
strong at 75.74 against the
greenback and witnessed an
intra-day high of 75.41 and a

low of 75.74 during the day's
trade. It finally ended at 75.59
a dollar, the highest closing level
since December 8.  In the pre-
vious session, the rupee had set-
tled at 75.90 against the US dol-
lar. Aided by low crude prices,
the local unit has appreciated by
almost 1 per cent or 73 paise in
the four sessions to Tuesday.

"Indian rupee continued its
upward momentum for a
fourth day in a row as dollar
index retracted while risk sen-
timent recovers. The RBI was
absent over the past few weeks,
but yesterday's announcement
of the auction of VRRR worth
�2 lakh crore on 
Wednesday indicated policy
normalisation.        

New Delhi: The GST Council
has not recommended bringing
petroleum products under the
reformed taxation regime even
as certain representations have
been made to the government
to include petrol and diesel in
GST, Parliament was informed
on Tuesday.

Excise duty on petroleum
products is calibrated time to
time for generating resources
for infrastructure and other
developmental items of expen-
diture, Minister of State for
Finance Pankaj Chaudhary
said in a written reply to the
Rajya Sabha.

The change in duties takes
into account relevant factors
such as international product
prices, exchange rate, tax struc-

ture, inflation and keeping in
view the prevailing fiscal situ-
ation, the minister said.

"Certain representations
have been received to bring
petrol and diesel under GST
(goods and services tax).
Article 279 A (5) of the
Constitution prescribes that
the Goods and Service Tax
Council shall recommend the
date on which the goods and
services tax be levied on petro-
leum crude, high speed diesel,
motor spirit (commonly
known as petrol), natural gas
and aviation turbine fuel
(ATF), " the minister said

Citing the CGST Act, the
minister said inclusion of these
products in GST will require
recommendation of the GST

Council.  "So far, the GST
Council, in which the states are
also represented, has not made
any recommendation for inclu-
sion of these goods under
GST," Chaudhary said 
further.

He said the government
keeps a close watch on the fac-
tors affecting the internation-
al fuel prices and makes inter-
ventions by way of calibrating
excise duty rates on these prod-
ucts as and when required.

"Government has, with
effect from, 4th November,
2021, reduced Central Excise
Duty (including cesses) on
petrol by Rs 5 per litre and on
diesel by Rs 10 per litre to pro-
vide relief to the consumers," he
added. PTI
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With the recent announcement of
the syllabus revision for JEE
Advanced 2023, many aspi-

rants have been under the dilemma of
how to cope up with the preparation in
the upcoming JEE examinations 2022.
The syllabus for JEE Advanced 2023 is in
sync with the New Education Policy 2020,
and purely aims to reduce the student’s
pressure. One should also note that
there will be no change in pattern or syl-
labus of JEE Main 2022, and aspirants
need not worry about the same, and
instead focus on their preparation and
revision. 

The syllabus revision would not
make much difference in the preparation
strategy, but aspirants may not feel the
extra pressure. Since this will also give rise
to an extra-competitive ambience, one
should not lose their focus from the
preparations. 

The JEE Main exam will be con-
ducted in four sessions in January,
February, March and April, and all the
aspirants must focus on betterment in all
the sessions to secure a better percentile
and ranking. The reaction from the stu-
dents after the exam during last yar’s JEE
Main showed that some found it to be
tougher and lengthier, others found the
difficulty levels at par with the previous
year Main exam.  

Thus, always attempt theoretical/fact
based questions first and then questions
which require calculation. 

�Attempt online mock tests:
Rigorous revision and attempting sever-
al mock tests will help them get thorough

with subjects and concept clarification
and keep them well updated with the cur-
rent trend and pattern of JEE Mains exam.
Taking Mock Test and having a real time
analysis have been found to be quite use-
ful and students tend to learn from the

mistakes and hence avoid repeating
them on the D-Day. 

� Systemised revision plan: Make
a systematic plan for revision and follow
it strictly in order to test your topic wise
concept clarity. Systematic approach
towards proper revision plan will help stu-
dents get successful. 

� Focus on managing time: Plan
your study by keeping in mind the avail-
able time left before exams. Make a habit
of noting main points while studying that
will help you later in quick revisions. Right
strategy along with time management
plays a pivotal role in deciding the exam
results. So, practice enough to be quick
to adapt to the level of the paper and act
promptly.    

� Follow a reputed source: Start the
preparations with NCERT books, since
they form the basis for both the exams
having a good conceptual base and
simple to understand. Follow question
banks from reputed source and solve
them in a reputed manner which

helps in efficient practice.
� Resolve your doubts: Always

clear your doubts from teachers, mentors,
peers and never hesitate in asking ques-
tions. Sometimes smart work prevails
hard work and preparing strategically
ensures a better performance in com-
parison to the peers. Adaptability and
swift response to questions comes with
regular practice and hence making the
most of the available time in revision helps
in scoring better. Focus more on polish-
ing the strengths by consistent revision
to perfect the concepts. 

Creating self-written notes helps one
to memorise the formulae, tips and trick
and are very helpful during JEE prepa-
ration and easy to revise. Taking some
time to relax or rest also prepares the
brain to recollect the learnt things on
your fingertips. Keep calm but do not
lose focus as temperament plays a vital
role in JEE success.
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The COVID-19 pandemic
has forced insurance
companies to go digital.
But that may not neces-
sarily facilitate widening

of the insurance net in the country
with nearly 50 per cent of the pop-
ulation without any internet access
till 2020. Incidentally, many insur-
ance companies have completely
stopped issuing physical certificates
to the policy-holders, which has not
only created a lack of trust amongst
the insured but also heightened
risk of cyberattacks, resulting in
identity thefts and hacking and bet-
ter understanding of the policy
terms and conditions.

Currently, the insurance pene-
tration in India is 4.2 per cent of the
gross domestic product (GDP) as
against the world average of 7.4 per
cent. India’s insurance density, which
is calculated as the ratio of insurance
premium to population, stood at $78
in 2020, which is dismally lower
than $455 for China and $383 for
Thailand. In fact, the global average
is $809. 

This reflects India’s untapped
potential for the insurance market.
But, it takes trust for people to lock
their savings in insurance products.
Therefore, protecting the interest of
insured becomes crucial. For sever-
al first-time insurance buyers in
smaller cities and towns, insurance
premiums may make for a bulk of

their monthly savings, but the lack
of physical copies of insurance may
put their claims to risk, with
instances suggesting that the claims
process largely remains paper-dri-
ven. 

The lack of internet connectiv-
ity, especially in rural India, makes
it challenging to take printouts of the
policy documents. Even policy-
holders from metro cities feel safer
holding a physical copy of the insur-
ance certificate to prevent uncer-
tainty around the claims process, a
recent survey showed.

As per regulation 4 of Insurance
Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (Issuance of e-
Insurance Policies) Regulations,
2016, an insurer has to issue both
physical and electronic insurance
certif icates to policyholders.
However, in view of the COVID-19
pandemic, IRDAI as an interim
measure allows insurers to issue only
electronic policy documents and
exempts them from the requirement
of sending insurance policies in
physical form till March 31, 2022,
following two extensions.

Prioritising the interest of buy-
ers, it becomes pertinent to restore
the mandate of issuing both physi-
cal and electronic policy docu-
ments. 

Concerns around claim settle-
ment continue to haunt the insured.
According to the industry data, as of

July, of the total reported claims of
around � 27,000 crore, claims worth
� 16,000 crore were settled, with set-
tlement amounts ranging between
55 per cent and 65 per cent of the
claim. 

This makes it even more impor-
tant to lay out the terms and con-
ditions of the policy on paper. First,
that makes it accessible for the
insured. Second, hard copies also act
as the proof for the future for par-
ents or children in case of the
demise of the policy holder. Third,
only-digital copies are risky in times
when cyber-attacks are common.
Moreover, in case the buyers’ inbox
crashes or get hacked, physical

copies come to the rescue. 
An insurance policy is a contract

between the insurance company
and the insured individual and con-
tains critical details of the insurance
cover laying out the benefits, terms
and conditions, the procedure to file
for a claim if needed, and the con-
tact details of the insurer. Therefore,
physical copies make it easier for the
buyers to read clauses, terms, and
conditions more clearly. It is not pos-
sible to read the multitude of Terms
and Conditions (T&Cs) online. 

In the first COVID wave up to
February 2021, insurers reported
claims worth �� 13,000 crore, of
which claims worth � 7000 were set-
tled. In the second wave, between
February and July, of total health
insurance claims of � 14,000 crore,
claims only worth � 9,000 crore were
settled.

Even as several insurance com-
panies decided to ‘Go Green’ by
either discarding the physical copies
of insurance policies completely or
making it optional, even before the
pandemic, policyholders believe
that the same insurance companies
ask them for a physical copy while
claiming the policy amount. The
companies not only ask for the phys-
ical copy of the insurance policy but
also other related documents. 

A recent survey by The Bombay
Master Printers Association (BMPA)
showed that over 80 per cent of the

insurance buyers prefer a physical
copy of their policy document.
Nearly eight in 10 survey partici-
pants felt that during the time of the
claim or an emergency, a hard copy
of the policy issued by the insurance
company would be preferable.
Nearly 79 per cent of respondents
felt that during a time of claim or an
emergency (or to share the policy
within your family members), a hard
copy of the policy issued by the
insurance company would be prefer-
able. 

Incidentally, 56 per cent of the
survey participants fell in the age-
group of 18-40 years, suggesting that
even the younger policyholders pre-
fer physical copies. Nearly 73 per
cent of the survey participants
believed that it was better to have a
physical copy of the document for
records, especially in case of life and
health insurance.

In the first half of FY22, the life
insurance industry recorded a
growth rate of 5.8 per cent compared
with 0.8 per cent in the same peri-
od last year. While the growth
potential is huge, it is imperative for
the insurance sector to make the
policy-holders feel secure about
their investment. That’s the only way
the insurance penetration and insur-
ance density in the country can
grow.
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The VIT-AP school of Business
held 3-day International con-

ference on Business
Transformation and Excellence in
global scenario. It was inaugurat-
ed by Dr Ruth Kattamuri Senior
Director Economic Youth and
Sustainable Development
Directorate, The Commonwealth
Secretariat, United Kingdom on
December 16, 2021 late evening
hours in presence of Ganesh Ram,
CEO & MD, MF Utilities, Dr SV

Kotareddy, Vice Chancellor, VIT-
AP University. This conference ses-
sions were carried forward on
December 17 and December 18,

2021. Chief Guest Dr Ruth
Kattamuri, during her address
explained the opportunities in the
4 th Industrial Revolution.

Expresses the need of preparedness
of youth to capture opportunities
for the country’s growth. She says
that VIT has always put a foot for-
ward for the upskilling of youth
with multi- disciplinary studies and
preparing the leaders for global
economy. 

Ganesh Ram, CEO & MD,
MF Utilities, emphasises on Indian
Capital Market transformation in
Global scenario. Capital Market
Growth & Drivers like Demat
accounts, MF Folios, Asset under
Management. 
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The Indian Institute of Art
and Design (IIAD) in col-

laboration with Kingston
School of Art, London offers
undergraduate programmes in
Fashion Design, Fashion
Business Management,
Communication Design and
Interior Architecture & Design.
It also offers postgraduate pro-
grammes in Fashion Design
and Fashion Business
Management. 

The Institute offers these
programmes through its cre-
ative studio-based education
and strives to groom the next
generation of designers and
design thinkers at its state-of-
the-art campus in New Delhi.
To know more about the
admission process and schol-
arships, visit our website.

Website: www.iiad.edu.in  
Admission Process: IIAD

Entrance Test
Exam Date:  26th and 27th

December 2021(Online), 26th
December 2021 (Offline)

Admission Helpline: +91
98713 83633, +91 11 4138
0000
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The School of Design &
Visual Arts (SDVA) at

Apeejay Stya University (ASU)
is inviting applications for its
Bachelor and MA in Design
programmes, with durations of
4 and 2 years respectively. For
both the programmes, special-
isations are available in Fashion
Design, Interior Design,
Graphic Design and Animation
& Multimedia.  

Next Design Aptitude Test
(DAT) Date: 27 January 2022

Last date to apply for
DAT: 22 January 2022 

Admission Helpline
Number: 1800-103-7888

Application forms can be
downloaded from the
University website: www.uni-
versity.apeejay.edu
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Author Smita Das Jain’s new book A slice of

Life explores different human emotions
and stories . The book is a fictional pot-

pourri of extraordinary narratives of ordinary
people who have more to their everyday lives
beneath the surface, these stories reflect myriad
hues of human behavior.

The author takes us into the book, “The book
is about relationships, and I have taken inspira-
tion from real life to write this book on human
relationships. Truth is stranger than fiction, and
the more you observe people and things around
you, the more stories you will get to narrate.
People have emotions and emotions drive peo-
ple. A Slice of Life is a potpourri of human emo-
tions divided into three main categories:
Romance, Humor and Relationships. Love, joy,
humor, anger, sadness, pride and quirkiness are
some of the most prominent emotions that come
to the fore from the stories.” 

Jain talks about her journey and how she
ended up being an author, “I enrolled in Stanford
Continuing Studies for their Creative Writing and
Novel Writing courses in 2018, following my
desire to learn something new. Subsequently, I
started to draft fictional pieces regularly and cir-
culate these write ups among my close friends to
get their views. 

One such short fiction, titled The Lost
Identity, was appreciated a lot, and quite a few in
my circle told me that this is worthy of being pub-
lished. That was in late 2020. I researched about
the best way to publish short fiction and got
acquainted with the world of Kindle Direct
Publishing. That is how my debut short fiction-
The Lost Identity got published in early 2021.” 

“A Slice of Life- Every Person Has A Story is
not the end, my journey as an Author has just
begun, and I look forward to it,” she adds. The
author also shares her favorite lines from the book,
“‘They both gazed into each other’s eyes. Even
after all these years it was like love at first sight,’
‘It is better to be angry than heartbroken,’ ‘She
had put one of her dreams on hold for another.

Today she was sure that she hadn’t made a mis-
take,’ ‘Old ways do give way to new beginnings
when the underlying reason happens to be beau-
tiful’.”

For those who are dreaming of becoming an
author here are a few tips from the author her-
self, “Write something every day. Like any other
craft, you hone your writing skills with practice.
If you complete one story every week, you can’t
produce 52 bad stories in a year.And be patient. 

Writing is a long process, and the job does-
n’t get finished after completing the first draft of
your manuscript. Editing, Publishing and
Marketing takes more time combined than
completing the draft. Lack of patience will make
your path more arduous."
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In India 2021, it is the young
who are at the forefront of

voicing issues, whether it’s
about climate change, social
inequalities or mental health
issues. The first edition of
Bharat Youth Dialogues
brought critically acclaimed
actor Swara Bhaskar, who is
deeply passionate about social
issues that matter to India to
a conversation that highlights

rural issues and ideas for how
the urban youth gets engaged
in today's world. 

At the Siri  Fort
Auditorium II, New Delhi,
Swara shared her experiences
from rural India and why it is
important for young people
today to engage with rural and
marginalised communities. 

The Bharat Youth
Dialogues brings young peo-
ple to the centre of creating a
just and more equitable soci-

ety. Swara Bhaskar said,
“When I landed in Kesla, I
realized that the place where
you are staying has got noth-
ing to do with your capabili-
ty. My greatest learning was
awareness and empowerment.
Your habitation has nothing to
do with it: we are just taught
to assume that we are staying
in a city, so somehow are
more capable than the person
staying in rural parts of the
country.
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The Sharda University cel-
ebrated its silver jubilee.

About the journey of the
Sharda group for the last 25
years was highlighted and a
short film was screened.

On this occasion, PK
Gupta, the chancellor of the
University addressed all the
office bearers, teachers, non-
teaching employees and told
them that each one of them has
an important contribution to
the journey that Sharda Group
has reached today. 

This institution has
impacted the lives of 15 crore
people across the globe. He
mentioned that people of more
than 80 countries are associ-
ated with the Sharda group in
one way or the other. YK

Gupta, Pro-Chancellor of
Sharda University, wished that
with the hard work and trust
of all the people associated
with the institution, the Group
would reach greater heights. 

A coffee table book of
Sharda University was also
released by the dignitaries.
The staff, officers, and teach-
ers involved in the group's
journey and working in the
institute for more than 15
years were also felicitated on
the stage as a mark of their loy-
alty and respect for the Group.
Along with this, the people of
the founding family and the
invited dignitaries were also
honored. 

The group had organised
a music night event for all the
employees as part of the 
celebrations.
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Artificial intelligence leverages the
computers and machines to
mimic the problem-solving and

decision-making capabilities of the
human mind. There are numerous,
real-world applications of AI systems
today. Below are some of the most com-
mon examples:

Speech recognition: It is also
known as automatic speech recognition
(ASR), computer speech recognition, or
speech-to-text, and it is a capability
which uses natural language processing
(NLP) to process human speech into a
written format. Many mobile devices
incorporate speech recognition into
their systems to conduct voice search.
This technology is evaluated on its accu-
racy rate— word error rate and speed.
A number of factors can impact word
error rate like pronunciation, accent,
pitch, volume, and background noise. 

Customer service: Online virtual
agents are replacing human agents
along the customer journey. They
answer frequently asked questions like
shipping, or provide personalised advice,
cross-selling products or suggesting
sizes for users, changing the way we
think about customer engagement across
websites and social media platforms. The
AI takes data and uses it to identify the
best representative available to address
the customer’s needs. It then provides the
rep with necessary background infor-
mation before they interact with the cus-
tomer. This saves time, manpower and
helps customer address issues  efficiently. 

Computer vision: This AI tech-
nology enables computers and systems
to derive meaningful information from
digital images, videos and other visual
inputs, and based on those inputs, it can
take action. This ability to provide rec-
ommendations distinguishes it from
image recognition tasks. Powered by
convolutional neural networks, com-
puter vision has applications within
photo tagging in social media, radiolo-
gy imaging in healthcare, and self-dri-
ving cars within the automotive indus-
try.  Computer vision needs lots of data.
It runs analyses of data over and over
until it discerns distinctions and ulti-
mately recognise images. Real-world
applications demonstrate how important
computer vision is to endeavours in

business, entertainment, transporta-
tion, healthcare and everyday life. 

AI optimised hardware: The
upcoming AI-devices of the digital
world are focused on being structured
and are used to execute AI-oriented
tasks specifically. They have improved
graphics and central processing units
that accelerated the next generation of
application advancements. One avenue
is to increase the performance and
throughput of the systems to speed up
training and to enable the training of
more complex models. Graphics
Processing Units are playing an impor-
tant role to accelerate training and
inference because of their high degree
of parallelism and because they can be
optimised for neural network opera-
tions. 

AI in agriculture: Automation in
agriculture is an emerging subject across
the world. In recent time, Artificial
Intelligence has been seeing a lot of
direct application in farming AI-pow-
ered solutions will not only enable
farmers to do more with less, it will also
improve quality and ensure faster go-to-
market for crops. The AI is being used
by the agriculture industry to help pro-
duce healthier crops, control pests,
monitor soil and growing conditions,
organise data for farmers, reduce effort,
and improve a wide range of agriculture-
related operations.
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The University of
Strathclyde, Glasgow, UK,
invites applications for

the Faculty of Science Masters
Scholarship from international
students 2022-23

Scholarships of between
£4,000-£5,000 are available to
new international students join-
ing a postgraduate taught masters
degree. Scholarships will be
awarded on a competitive basis
to candidates who demonstrate
excellent academic performance
(current and or previously) and
any relevant extra-curricular or
professional experience.

Scholarships will be awarded
on a rolling basis. Awards may be
allocated early in the application
cycle and so making an early
application for admission is
advised.

Eligibility: Be a new, inter-
national fee-paying student hold-
ing an offer of admission for a
full-time, taught masters degree
in the Faculty of Science for the
2022/2023 academic year.

Be self-funded. Students who
receive full scholarships, for
example from a government
office or embassy, will not be eli-
gible.

For more information:
https://www.strath.ac.uk/study-
withus/scholarships/scienceschol-
arships/facultyofsciencemasterss-
cholar

Application deadline: The
last date to apply for the schoar-

ship is July 31, 2022.

The Australian National
University invites applications
— up to 170 awards — for stu-
dents for session 2022-2023.

Eligibility: Must have com-
pleted their International
Baccalaureate to be eligible for
the specific IB scholarships cat-
egory. Candidates must have
received an offer of admission for
a programme (UG & PG) to
commence in Semester 1 2022
(excluding Graduate Certificates)

Is an international student,
either currently residing inside or
outside Australia.

Supporting documents:
Prepare your academic records
and proof of English language
competency, provide official ID
like birth certificate, citizenship
documents, and passport. 

Admission requirements:
Whether you’re applying for an
undergraduate or graduate,
coursework or research program,
you must meet the entire entry
requirement before beginning
the application.

Language requirement:
Students must provide evidence
that their English language abil-
ity meets the minimum require-
ments for admission.

How to apply: There is no
application as students are auto-
matically considered based on
meeting the eligibility criteria.
Before starting the application,
applicants need to take admission
at ANU for a degree course.

Application deadline: The
last date to apply for the schol-
arship is May 15, 2022.

Every year thousands of med-
ical students fly to another
country to study MBBS. The

main reason behind choosing a
study destination is fee affordabil-
ity and international working
opportunities. After the notification
issued by the National Medical
Commission on November 18,
2021, many students are in confu-
sion regarding this new regulation.

Studying MBBS abroad is like
a boon to medical students who
struggle to get MBBS admission in
India. The seats are limited and not
all students manage to get medical
seats in the colleges in the country.
That’s why they choose to study
MBBS outside the country. After
new rules for foreign medical grad-
uates, they are worried about their
future.

KEY POINTS
In the 40-plus pages of the

National Medical Commission
Regulation, several rules are cov-
ered for abroad-going medical stu-
dents. It includes the mandatory
duration of MBBS or equivalent
course, internship information,
NExT Exam update, and other
important rules that students will
follow.

�54 Months Duration
Mandatory Slab: According to the
NMC gazette 2021, only those

MBBS degrees will be valid in India
that have 54 months course dura-
tion. Many foreign medical uni-
versities of Russia, Ukraine, China,
and other nations fall under this
criteria. On the other hand, the
Philippines offers an MD course
(equivalent to MBBS programme),
and the course is 48 months.

�12 Months Mandatory
Internship: It is compulsory that
students have to do a 12 months
mandatory internship in India, It
will help students to work accord-
ing to the Indian healthcare system.

�English Medium Study:
MBBS degree of those medical uni-
versities will be valid in India that
offer MBBS courses in English.

�National Exit Test is com-
pulsory for medical graduates: It
was proposed that National Exit
Test will be the common exit test
for final year MBBS students. Now,
after this notification, every med-
ical student has to pass this test. It
is the only condition to validate
their medical degree in India. Also,
after this NExT exam, they will get
a medical practice degree.

�Not applicable to old stu-
dents: According to the NMC reg-
ulation, this gazette and its rule will
apply to those students who will get
admission after 18 November 2021.
It means this rule won’t affect
those students who are already

studying in foreign medical uni-
versities. So, those students can go
with their regular duration and can
practice in India, when they will
pass the medical licensing exam.

AFFECTED COUNTRIES
The most affected country by

this law is the Philippines. Medical
universities of the country offer 48
months MD courses and according
to this law, their medical degree
won’t be valid. Earlier, students
were allowed to pursue MD after
completing their pre-medicine. 

Now, students who had plans
to study MBBS in the Philippines
are eager to know the update
regarding this. The Indian Embassy
of Manila has made it clear that BS
(the pre-med course) is not part of
the MBBS programme.

Apart from this, Kyrgyzstan is
another country that is affected by
this rule but the Indian Embassy
made clear that the MBBS degree
of Kyrgyzstan is valid.

WHAT NEXT?
The big question is what

should be the best decision for an
Indian medical student after this
rule. It is expected that small econ-
omy countries like the Philippines
and other nations will increase their
course duration. Most of the uni-
versities are autonomous so they

are allowed to extend the duration
of the MD course. 

Once they fall in the 54 months
category then their degree will be
valid in India. The Indian Embassy
of Manila has got so many queries
regarding this and they sent all the
queries to the National Medical
Commission for further updates.

On the other hand, several
medical organisations including
FMAI have opposed this rule.
According to them, these rules are
a road blocker for middle-class
medical students. Altogether, it
may be possible that the National
Medical Commission will come up
with an update regarding this, or
will offer a mid-way to validate
medical degrees.

ADVICE TO STUDENTS
Experienced education advi-

sors of this field are worried due
to this rule. There is a lot more
confusion regarding this. Many
videos are being uploaded on the
Internet with twisting the facts and
technicalities of the new NMC
gazette. It is advised that before
choosing any country to study
MBBS abroad, you should study
the gazette. It will help you to get
a clear picture of this.
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India continued to be among
the top-ranked doping

nations in the world as it was
placed third in the anti-doping
rule violations in 2019.

In the latest report pub-
lished by the World Anti-
Doping Agency, 152 (17 per
cent of world total) anti-dop-
ing rule violations (ADRVs)
were reported in India in 2019,
with the maximum dope
offenders coming from body-
building (57).

Among Olympics sports,
weightlifting leads the way
with 25 ADRVs, followed by
athletics (20) and wrestling
(10). Boxing and judo have four
ADRVs each. Four cricketers
were also found to have com-
mitted ADRVs in 2019.

An ADRV is reported after
a final decision has been ren-
dered and a sanction (a repri-
mand or period of ineligibili-
ty) imposed against the athlete
following the conclusion of
disciplinary proceedings. A
lightweight in global sport,
India is only behind Russia
(167) and Italy (157), while
Brazil (78) is at fourth and Iran
(70) fifth. Russia was banned
from fielding its national team
in Tokyo Olympics for not
complying with international
anti-doping rules.

The country has gained
one place from the previous
report of 2018 while it had gone
down to seventh in the 2017,

with 57 ADRVs.
In the previous WADA

report meant for anti-
doping violations in
2018, India was placed
fourth with 107
ADRVs, behind
Russia (144), Italy
(132) and France (114).
Weightlifting (22) had pro-
duced the highest number of
dope offenders in that report
also, followed by athletics (16).

A total of 278,047 samples
were collected by Anti-Doping
Organisations worldwide in
2019, and subsequently, ana-
lyzed by WADA-accredited
laboratories. Of these samples,
2,701 (1 per cent) were report-
ed as Adverse Analytical
Findings.

Based on a compilation of
the information received by
WADA till January 31, 2021,
1,535 samples (57 per cent)
were confirmed as ADRVs
(sanctions), the world anti-
doping watchdog said.

Among Olympics sports
worldwide, athletics leads the
number of dope offenders with
227 (18 percent), followed
by weightlifting with 160.
Bodybuilding leads overall
with 272. 
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Sports Minister Anurag Thakur on
Tuesday said his ministry has released

a sum of Rs 6,801.30 crore under various
sports development schemes in the last five
years.

Thakur, who took over from Kiren
Rijiju as the Minister of Youth Affairs and
Sports earlier this year, said that Rs
7,072.28 was allocated to the ministry.

"During the last five years, a sum of Rs
7,072.28 crore was allocated and a sum of
Rs 6,801.30 crore was released under the
various sports development schemes of this
Ministry," Thakur informed in a written
reply in Lok Sabha. 

Sports is a state subject and thus the

responsibility to make sports accessible to
the masses at the village level rests primar-
ily with the State/Union Territory

Governments with the Centre supplement-
ing their efforts. 

However, the Ministry of Youth Affairs
& Sports runs the following schemes for
the development of sports in the country,
including at the village level: (i) Khelo India
Scheme; (ii) Assistance to National Sports
Federations; (iii) Special Awards to
Winners in International Sports Events and
their Coaches; (iv) National Sports Awards;
(v) Pension to Meritorious Sportspersons;
(vi) Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay National
Sports Welfare Fund; (vii) National Sports
Development Fund; and (viii) Running
Sports Training Centres through Sports
Authority of India. (SAI).

Funds are allocated scheme-wise, not
State/UT-wise.
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Himachal Pradesh rode on a
stroke-filed 99 by Prashant

Chopra as they stunned Uttar
Pradesh by five wickets to storm into
the semi-finals of the Vijay Hazare
Trophy here on Tuesday.

First, despite a 76 by Rinku
Singh, UP could only manage 207/9
as the Himachal bowlers, led by pacer
Vinay Galetiya (3/19), ripped apart
the opposition line-up.

Then, Chopra's sublime knock,
and a quick-fire 58 by Nikhil Gangta
saw Himachal chase down the total
with 27 balls to spare.

Put into bat at the Sawai
Mansingh stadium, UP were reeling
at 39/4 as Galetiya (3/19) wreaked
havoc on their top-order.

Pacer Siddharth Sharma got the
first breakthrough when he trapped

opener Abhishek Goswami (17) in
the 8th over.

Hamirpur-born Galetiya pegged
back UP further by removing Aryan
Juyal (9) and skipper Karan Sharma
(0) in the 9th over. It became 39/4 as
Galetiya dismissed Sameer Rizvi
(5).

Akshdeep Nath (32) and Rinku,
who came in at number six, resur-
rected the innings with a 64-run
fifth-wicket stand.

But when it looked like the duo
would score big, Siddharth Sharma
(2/27) dismissed Nath, as UP lost half
their side with just 103 runs on the
board.

Rinku hit six boundaries in his
102-ball knock, and along with
Bhuvneshwar (46 off 52 balls), added
75 runs for the sixth wicket to give
their bowlers something to defend.

Chasing 208, Himachal openers

Shubham Arora (19) and Chopra
gave the side a sedate start and added
54 runs for the first wicket in 17.2
overs.

With no scoreboard pressure, the
two openers cantered towards the
target, hitting the odd boundaries.

TN crushes Karnataka to reach
Vijay Hazare Trophy semi-finals

Tamil Nadu came up with a
superb all-round performance to
crush Karnataka by 151 runs to
progress to the semifinals of the Vijay
Hazare Trophy domestic 50-over
tournament here on Tuesday.

Sent in to bat by Karnataka cap-
tain Manish Pandey, Tamil Nadu first
amassed 354 for eight in 50 overs and
then dismissed the opposition for 203
inside 40 overs for a massive victo-
ry with medium-pacer R
Silambarasan picking up four wick-

ets to hasten the slide.
Opening batter N Jagadeesan

hammered 102 (101 balls, 9x4s,
1x6) and left-arm spinner R Sai

Kishre, pushed up the order to go
after the bowling, smacked 61 (71
balls, 4x4s, 3x6s) before the burly M
Shahrukh Khan bludgeoned an

unbeaten 39-ball 79 (7 fours, 6
sixes) to help Tamil Nadu pile up
350-plus score.

That the last four overs yielded
64 runs was an indication of the
aggressive mood Shahrukh Khan
was in as the Karnataka bowlers bore
the brunt in the death overs.

Shahrukh Khan, who has often
been underlining his hitting skills
and starred in the TN's Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy triumph with a
last ball six in the final against the
same opponent, toyed with the
opposition bowling and took 23 runs
off the 48th over bowled by Prasidh
Krishna.

The fact that R Silambarasan
scored only one run in a ninth-wick-
et partnership of 64 with Shahrukh
Khan indicated the kind of form the
latter was in. The stand took the
team to an imposing total which at

one point of time did not look a pos-
sibility.

Jagadeesan and Sai Kishore gave
the impetus to the Tamil Nadu
innings with a superb 147-run part-
nership for the second wicket which
left the Karnataka bowlers searching
for answers.

Dinesh Karthik (44, 37 balls,
4x4s, 2x6s) and Baba Indrajith (31,
24 balls, 3x4s) too came up with cru-
cial contributions before Shahrukh
Khan took over the onus with his
pyrotechnics.

However, skipper Vijay Shankar
(3) and Washington Sundar (0)
could not make an impact.

Leg-spinner Praveen Dubey fin-
ished with 3 for 67 and Prasidh
Krishna took 2/57 though he proved
expensive towards the end. None of
the other Karnataka bowlers could
contain the opposition batters.

%���� �768��76

Former Australia skipper
Ricky Ponting has slammed

Joe Root for criticising England
bowlers after his side's second
consecutive defeat in the ongo-
ing Ashes series, saying as the
leader it is his responsibility to
ensure the strategy is followed.

Root didn't hold back after
England's 275-run defeat to
Australia in the second Test
that saw the tourists fall behind
0-2 in the five-match series.
The 30-year-old blamed his
bowlers for not bowling the
right lengths, especially in the
first innings.

"I nearly fell off my seat
when I heard that. Whose job
is it then to make them change?
Why are you captain then?"
Ponting was quoted as saying
by 'cricket.Com.Au'.

"If you can't influence your
bowlers on what length to
bowl, what are you doing on
the field?"

Ponting, who led Australia
to two World Cup titles, said
the onus is on Root to influence
his bowlers.

"Joe Root can come back
and say whatever he likes but
if you're captain, you've got to
be able to sense when your
bowlers aren't bowling where
you want them to.

"And if they're not going to
listen, you take them off, sim-
ple as that. Give someone else
a chance that is going to do it
for you.  Or you have a really

strong conversation with them
on the field to tell them what
you need.

"That's what captaincy is all
about," Ponting said.

Root had said England
were making the same mistakes
they did during their 0-4 series
defeat in 2017-18. To which
Ponting said as skipper one
needs to be firm with the
bowlers if they are not execut-
ing the captain's plan.

"Regardless of whether
they have taken (more than)
1150 wickets between them –
well, too bad.

"I need you to bowl differ-
ently here to how you bowl in
England, 

I need you to bowl differ-
ently to how you bowled four
years ago, and if you're not will-
ing to do it then I'll find some-
one that can – that should have
been the conversation five
overs into day one.

"If they had that (conversa-
tion) maybe the result could

have been different."
Ponting felt the only time

England bowled fuller lengths
was on day four when Ben
Stokes was leading in the
absence of Root, who was off
the field due to a groin injury.

"The interesting thing for
me is the only time they bowled
full in the game was when Joe
Root wasn't on the ground," he
said.

"The start of day four when
they had a meeting on the
ground before play started,
Ben Stokes took over the cap-
taincy, and that was the only
time in the game they pitched
the ball up."

Ponting feels that there
will be "some real selection dra-
mas" in the tourists' camp
ahead of the Boxing Day Test.

"Every message that they've
sent so far has seemed like a
confused one. Even their bowl-
ing coach last night said that in
hindsight 'we (might have)
picked the wrong team'.
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Chief national badminton
coach Pullela Gopichand

has lauded Kidambi Srikanth
for winning a historic silver
medal at the world champi-
onships but said he will need to
cut down on his errors in order
to remain consistent through a
busy 2022.

The 28-year-old from
Guntur, a former world num-
ber one, on Sunday became the
first Indian man to claim a sil-
ver medal at the prestigious
tournament.

In the summit clash,
Srikanth, currently ranked 14th,
blew leads of 9-3 and 18-16 in
the two games against Loh
Kean Yew to see the coveted
title slip out of his grasp.

"Srikanth's game got sharp-
er and sharper as the tourna-
ment went by. He was lacking
in confidence when he started
playing this year but some per-
formances against players such
as Lee Zii Jia and Kento
Momota gave him some confi-
dence," Gopichand told PTI.

"He got his form in time but
he will need to curb his errors
to be more consistent as he pre-
pares for the big year ahead
where there will big ticket
events like the Commonwealth
Games, Asian Games."

Srikanth will be defending
his men's singles title at the
Commonwealth Games and is
expected to play a big role as

India look to retain the mixed
team gold at Birmingham.

He had a stellar run in
2017, securing four super series
titles in five finals. It was a rare
feat achieved only by the likes
of Lee Chong Wei, Lin Dan and
Chen Long in a calender year.

However, the year ended
with Srikanth suffering a knee
injury during the French Open
in November, and he aggravat-
ed it at the national champi-
onships.

The Andhra Pradesh-born
shuttler managed to claim the
coveted Commonwealth
Games gold at Gold Coast in
2018 and also remained world

number one for a week in
April, but then came the slide.

The knee injury and other
niggles, especially related to his
ankle, affected his performance
and he eventually missed out on
the Tokyo Olympics after three
qualifiers were cancelled due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

"With back to back tourna-
ments, sometimes it becomes
difficult for a player to recov-
er from an injury. 

Srikanth was troubled by
his injuries as he rushed him-
self back from it with the
Olympic qualification at stake,"
Gopichand, the 2001 All
England champion, said.

%���� �768��76

After lopsided losses in the
first two Ashes tests,
England captain Joe Root
says he's frustrated by

three components of his team's per-

formance.   Unfortunately for Root,
they're the three main ones in the
game — batting, bowling and
fielding.

“You have to be able to put the
ball in the right areas for long
enough,” Root said after England's

275-run loss to Australia in
Adelaide on Monday. 

“You have to be able to
score big runs, and if
there's chances, you have to
take them.”

The Adelaide loss fol-
lowed a nine-wicket defeat
in the opening match in
Brisbane. There, England
only scored 147 in its first
innings and Australia
notched 425, leaving the
visitors 278 runs in arrears
going into their second
innings.

“The frustration with-
in our dressing room is that
we have missed out or
we're not quite executing
those basic things well
enough for the second
game in a row,” Root said.
“And we need to respond
very quickly.”

The next match begins
Sunday, the traditional
Boxing Day test at the
Melbourne Cricket
Ground, followed by
matches in Sydney and
Hobart in January. With
Australia holding the
Ashes, the visitors now
need to win all three to
regain the urn.

That won't happen if
their fielding doesn't
improve.

In the first two tests,
England's total of dropped
catches was in double fig-
ures and they've taken two
wickets from no-balls. 

Root said one positive
was England's resistance on
the final day, led by Jos
Buttler.

Buttler got through
207 balls before backing
into his stumps and was
out for 26. Chris Woakes

also had a good innings
and scored 44.

Only one team has
ever come from 2-0 down
to win an Ashes series:
Don Bradman's
Australians in 1936-37.

Root is undeterred,
despite England not having
won a match in Australia
since 2010-11, when it won
the series 3-1. In two series
since before this one, it's
been 5-0 and 4-0 with a
draw for the home side.

“We have to absolute-
ly believe,” Root said. “And
have that same attitude
that we went out today
with. Because if we do
that, I'm convinced we
have got we need to win
test matches out here.”

Buttler's role is one of
several that selectors will
discuss before the MCG
test. He is expected to
retain his spot in England's
team, but could lose the
wicketkeeping role to
Jonny Bairstow after
Buttler dropped three
catches in Adelaide.

Ollie Pope (5 and 4 in
Adelaide) is also under
pressure to keep his spot at
No. 6, potentially creating
room for Bairstow to come
in.

Haseeb Hameed (6 and
0 in Adelaide) and Rory
Burns are under threat at
the top of the order,
although Burns fought
hard on the fourth night in
Adelaide to put up 34 after
scoring just 4 in England's
first innings. 

To heat up the bowl-
ing, England could bring
back rested paceman Mark
Wood for Melbourne.
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Defending champions and
Olympic bronze medallist

India suffered a stunning 3-5
defeat against Japan in the sec-
ond semifinal of the Asian
Champions Trophy men's
hockey tournament here on
Tuesday.

India were the over-
whelming favourites before
the start of the match after
having thrashed the same
opponents 6-0 in their last
round robin match and also on
head-to-head record, but the
Japanese had other plans.

The Japanese looked a
completely different side on
Tuesday as they toyed with the
defence of the Manpreet
Singh-led side from the begin-
ning.

Japan scored through
Shota Yamada (1st minute,
penalty), Raiki Fujishima (2nd

minute), Yoshiki Kirishita
(14th), Kosei Kawabe (35th)
and Ryoma Ooka (41st).

India's goals were scored
by Hardik Singh (17th, 58th
minute) and vice-captain
Harmanpreet Singh (43rd).

India and Japan had met
18 times before with the hosts
winning 16 games, while Japan
emerged victorious on one
occasion and one ended in a
draw.

Japan will now take on
South Korea in the summit
clash, while India will be
once again up against
Pakistan in the bronze medal
clash on Wednesday.

The tournament ended
in a anti-climax for India as
after having topped the round
robin stages with an unbeat-
en record. In the other semi-
final of the day, South Korea
beat  Pakistan 6-5 in a
thrilling contest. 
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Haryana Steelers
will take on

Patna Pirates in
their first match of
the Pro Kabaddi
League Season 8

on 23 December
2021

The
H a r y a n a
Steelers are
all in readi-
ness to

begin their
Pro Kabaddi
League cam-
paign as they
will go up
a g a i n s t
P a t n a
Pirates on
Thursday. 

T h e
P r o
K a b a d d i ,
which is
r e t u r n i n g
after two
years, will be
held in a
secure bio-
bubble at
t h e
S h e r at on
Grand in
Bengaluru.
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We are excited and
fully prepared for Pro
Kabaddi Season 8


