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ith no let up in the hypermutated Omicron variant’s march in the country and
a rise in Delta strain of Covid19 virus, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday
asked people to be “satark”
(vigilant) and “saavdhan” (cautious) even as he directed the
Centre to work in close coordination with the States to
support their public health
measures for containment and
management under the “whole
of Government” approach.
The strategy of the Centre
for proactive, focussed, collaborative and cooperative fight
against the pandemic should
guide all our future actions, the
PM told the officials at a meeting held here while reviewing
the country’s preparedness in
the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic crisis.
Hyper-mutated Omicron
variant number has since then
crossed the 236 mark, spreading in 16 States and UTs so far.
As per the Union Health
Ministry data, 104 people have
recovered or migrated so far.
With
65
cases,
Maharashtra reported the highest incidence, followed by Delhi

W

(64), Telangana (24), Rajasthan
(21), Karnataka (19), Kerala
(15) and Gujarat (14).
Modi reviewed the public
health response measures for
containment and management
of Covid-19, strengthening of
health infrastructure including
availability of drugs, oxygen
cylinders and concentrators,
ventilators, PSA plants,
ICU/oxygen supported beds,
human resources, IT interventions and status of vaccination.
According
to
a
Government statement, officials briefed the PM about the
emerging scenario globally driven by the new variant, with an
overview of surge in cases in
countries having high vaccination coverage and presence
of Omicron variant.
Continued on Page 2
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man was killed and five
A
seriously injured in a blast
inside a court complex in

2a^fSTSBPa^YX]X=PVPa\PaZTcP\XSaXbX]VRPbTb^U>\XRa^]ePaXP]c^U2^eXS (
X]=Tf3T[WX^]CWdabSPh
?C8

D][XZT3T[cP>\XRa^]\Ph]^c
[P]Sh^dX]W^b_XcP[bPhbbcdSh
?=BQ =4F34;78

mid a rise in Omicron
A
cases across the world, a
study has brought a sense of
relief as it noted that Covid-19
infections with the Omicron
variant are less likely to result
in hospitalisation compared to
the Delta strain.
It has thus suggested the

Omicron cases will not overwhelm the hospitals even if its
transmission rate is high.
According to early results
from the study conducted in
the UK which is yet-to-be
peer-reviewed, Omicron cases
are 15-20 per cent less likely to
attend hospital, and 40-45 per
cent less likely to be hospitalised for a night or more,

compared to Delta.
The researchers from the
Imperial College London, UK,
noted that these estimated
reductions in severity must be
balanced against the larger risk
of infection with Omicron,
due to the reduction in the protection provided by both vaccination and natural infection.
Continued on Page 2

Ludhiana on Thursday afternoon, with the police suspecting it to be triggered by a
human bomb. Alarmed, the
State Government has put
“every crowded place” on
alert, while asking the people to
“be careful”.
Coming close on the heels
of the two back-to-back incidents of attempted sacrilege,
and ahead of upcoming
Assembly polls, the bomb blast
incident has created a stir with
Chief Minister Charanjit Singh
Channi blaming the “antinational elements” behind the
same with the sole aim to disrupt State’s law and order.
“Since they failed to succeed in their nefarious designs
while committing the recent
sacrilege incidents, they are
now creating terror,” the Chief
Minister said, adding that stern
action would be taken against
those trying to disturb law
and order in the State.
Deputy Chief Ministercum-Home
Minister
Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa
said, “Punjab has been
put on high alert. Special teams

have been deployed to probe
the matter.”
Seeking a detailed report
on the incident, the Union
Home Ministry has asked the
Punjab Government to inform
about the findings of the
initial investigation and who
could be possibly involved in
the explosion.
The Home Ministry, in a
communication, has asked the
State Government to send the
report “as early as possible”, giving details of the incident.
Meanwhile, the Chief
Minister, who visited the blast
site and later met the injured in
all three hospitals with
Randhawa, announced free
treatment for all injured persons in the blast.
A two-member team of
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) from Chandigarh
rushed to probe the blast incident. Ludhiana Police
Commissioner Gurpreet
Singh Bhullar said the area has
been sealed and forensic teams
will collect samples from the
blast site.
“The explosion might have
been executed by a human
bomb. Though not confirmed,
the person, whose body is
inside and is yet to be identified, was either carrying the
bomb or was very close to the
same, we are investigating,”
said Bhullar, who is leading the
investigation.
Maintaining that the
deceased is the prime suspect
of the blast, the Police
Commissioner said that the

police have not picked the
body yet and are waiting for the
NSG’s bomb disposal squad to
investigate the link between the
man and the mysterious explosion. The police are suspecting
use of IED in the blast.
The police have confirmed
one death, though initially two
deaths were reported from the
spot. Bhullar said that the
deceased was being identified
to ascertain how and why he
reached the blast spot.
Among the injured include
an advocate, a photostat
machine operator, a cop, and
two visitors. The condition of
all injured was stated to be stable and out of danger.
Continued on Page 2
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he contentious “AntiT
Conversion Bill” was
passed by the Karnataka
Legislative Assembly on
Thursday, amid din, with Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai
terming it as both “constitutional and legal”, and aimed at
getting rid of the menace of
religious conversion.
Opposing the “Karnataka
Protection of Right to Freedom
of Religion Bill, 2021”, tooth
and nail, the Congress dubbed
it “anti-people”, “inhuman”,
“anti-constitutional”, “antipoor” and “draconian”, and
urged it should not be passed
for any reason and that it be
withdrawn by the Government.
The JD(S) too expressed its
Opposition to the Bill.
The Bill provides for protection of right to freedom of
religion and prohibition of
unlawful conversion from one
religion to another by misrepresentation, force, undue influence, coercion, allurement or

BfVdeZ`_dY`hFA
8`ge`WWZTZR]dZ_g`]gVU
Z_dTR^T`f]Uac`SVZe

A0<4B7:B8=67Q E0A0=0B8

:Pa]PcPZP2<1PbPeaPY1^\\PXb_TPZb
X]0bbT\Q[hX]1T]VP[dad^]
CWdabSPh
?C8

by any fraudulent means.
It proposes an imprisonment from three to five years
with a fine of C25,000, while for
violation of provisions with
respect to minors, women,
SC/ST, the offenders will face
jail from three to ten years and
a fine of not less than C50,000.
The Bill makes provisions for
the accused to pay up to C5
lakh as compensation to those
converted, and with regards to
cases of mass conversion there
shall be a 3-10 year jail term
and a fine of up to C1 lakh.
Continued on Page 2

argeting the milkmen comT
munity, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said develop-

?A44C0<BA8E0BC0E0Q
;D2:=>F

ment is not in the syllabus of
the Opposition leaders who
ruled the States for decades.
“The words of LPG, roads,
toilets and other basic amenities the people need are not in
their dictionary,” said the PM
while addressing an impressive
public meeting at Kharkhinav
near Varanasi-Jaunpur highway
here on Thursday, falling in
Pindra Assembly constituency,
a segment of Machhalishahar
(Jaunpur) Parliamentary seat.
“Mafia, Parivarvad, illegal
grabbing of land are some of
the words found in the dictionary of the rival political parties who were responsible for all
the backwardness of this region
of Purvanchal,” he said, adding
the Government work on the

day after the Ram Mandir
A
land scam expose,
Opposition leaders, including

?aX\T<X]XbcTa=PaT]SaP<^SXaTRTXeTbP\T\T]c^Ua^\D?2<H^VX0SXchP]PcWSdaX]V[Pd]RW^UePaX^dbSTeT[^_\T]c
_a^YTRcbPcP_dQ[XR\TTcX]VPc:PaZWXP]e?X]SaPX]EPaP]PbX^]CWdabSPh

principle of seeking the support, faith and efforts of all for
their overall development.
Through the meeting after
laying the foundation stone
for C475 crore Banas (Amul)
Dairy plant, the third one after
Lucknow and Kanpur in UP,
Modi indirectly targeted the
traditional Yadav vote-bank of

the Samajwadi Party, wooing
the milkmen. He also launched
the “Dairy Mark”, a unified logo
and certification mark that
ensures quality and food safety products across the country.
“Strengthening the dairy sector
is one of the top priorities of
our Government,” Modi said.
“Seeing the double devel-

?C8

opment work and double
strength of the double engine
Government of UP, frustration
has started brewing up among
the Opposition parties because
they had always played a politics of caste, creed and religion
in their bid to come to the
power in the State,” he said.
Continued on Page 2

Bahujan Samaj Party chief
Mayawati and Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, started mounting pressure of a
Supreme Court-monitored
probe alleging that the enquiry
ordered by the State
Government is an eyewash.
Leaders of all the
Opposition parties, including
the Bahujan Samaj Party, the
Congress, the Samajwadi Party,
the AAP, questioned how the
UP Government officials
involved in the scam could
probe it.
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Wednesday
ordered a probe after an inves-
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tigative report found that
Government officials and their
relatives have purchased land
around
Ram
Mandir
construction site post-Ayodhya
judgment.
Attacking the Government
over the issue, Bahujan Samaj
Party president Mayawati has
sought Supreme Court intervention in the alleged land
scam in Ayodhya.
Continued on Page 2
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minent artistes, singers and
E
music composers along
with the Indian Council for
Cultural Relations (ICCR) have
urged the Union Civil Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia to
make it mandatory that only
Indian classical or instrumental music be played in flights
being operated in India and at
airports in the country to connect people emotionally with
the country’s traditions.
Renowned music composer and singer Anu Malik,
Manjusha Patil-Kulkarni,
Kaushal Inamdar, Wasifuddin
Dagar, Rita Ganguly, Shounak
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Abhisheki, Malini Awasthi and
Pandit Sanjeev Abhyankar and
ICCR president Vinay
Sahasrabuddhe signed the letter. The same was also
endorsed by Rajya Sabha mem-

ber and Padma Bhushan
awardee Sonal Man Singh,
Padam Shree awardee Kailash
Kher, Hindustani classical
vocalist Pt Ajoy Chakrabarty
and Kalapini Komkali. A few

years ago, Air India had introduced Indian classical music in
some of its long route flights.
Pakistan has been doing this
since 1970.
The ICCR, which works

under the Ministry of External
Affairs, said on Twitter that various suggestions were made
during the meeting “including
promotion of Indian music in
flights operated by the Indian
air companies”. Scindia visited
the headquarters of the ICCR
on Thursday and met
Sahasrabuddhe.
“... Playing Indian classical
or light vocal and instrumental music in aircraft being
operated in India and also at
various airports be made
mandatory for all India-based
airlines,” read the letter.
The letter added music
played by most airlines across
the globe is the quintessential
of the country to which the airline belongs. “For example, it is
most likely that we shall come
across Jazz in an American airline or Mozart in an Austrian
airline and Arab music in an
airline from the Middle East.
Continued on Page 2
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he Delhi Government is
prepared to handle about
1,00,000 Covid -19 cases a day,
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
said on Thursday after chairing
a high-level meeting with
senior officials at Delhi secretariat.
Kejriwal, addressing the
media, assured Delhiites that
ruling Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) has made all possible
arrangements and the administration is preparing for
300,000 tests daily to detect
Covid -19.
Listing the preparedness
for the new variant Omicron,
he urged masses not rush to
hospitals as the variant appears
to be mild.
“I convened a meeting of
all concerned departments to
discuss the issues and review
our preparedness to deal with
this virus. The Omicron variant has two major characteristics that we have learned about
it: one, it is highly transmissible, and two, it is extremely

T

mild, with fewer hospitalisations and casualties. We have
taken precautions in light of
these considerations,” he said,
“One, because this variant of
the coronavirus spreads so
quickly, our containment infrastructure must be strong. We
have increased our testing
capacity to 3 lakh samples per
day, the current rate is around
60-70 thousand tests per day
but we can conduct up to 3 lakh
tests in Delhi every day if necessary. Two, when the second
Covid wave hit in April, we
were seeing daily cases reach a
high of 26-27 thousand cases
per day.”
He added that foreign
nations are reporting a need for
excess manpower in this fight

due to the high number of
cases. “Sufficient manpower is
being prepared in this aspect
too. Medicines are being
stocked for two months of a
buffer. The procurement is
going on and we will ensure
that there is no shortage of
medicines. Another major
problem was related to oxygen.
Even if Delhi was being allotted oxygen, it could not be
transported due to lack of
trucks as till now Delhi never
needed such infrastructure.
We are now bringing in 15 such
trucks that will be able to
transport oxygen and these
trucks will arrive in three
weeks.”
CM Kejriwal added that 70
percent of Delhiites have
received their second dose.
The Delhi Government is
preparing 65 thousand beds
and strengthening the home
isolation system. The
Government has also appointed specialized doctors and adequate staff to deal with new
variants. Besides, helpline 1031
also has been operational.
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eligious places in the national
Capital will remain open for
R
prayers despite restrictions on
Christmas and New Year celebrations
that have been imposed to contain
the spread of the highly transmissible Omicron variant of the coronavirus, the Delhi Disaster
Management Authority (DDMA)
said in an order on Thursday.
Religious places will, however,
have to ensure adherence to all
Covid-19 related protocols such as
wearing masks, maintaining social
distance, hand washing and sanitisation, the DDMA said.
“All religious places (temples,
mosques, churches, gurudwaras etc)
are already permitted to open for visitors/devotees to offer prayers/devotion/celebrations/ within such places
subject to strict compliance of related SOPs issued from time to time
and adherence of Covid appropriate
behaviour viz. wearing of a mask,
maintaining social distancing, regular hand washing and use of sanitiser etc.” the DDMA order read
The order added that no separate
permission is required for the above
activities.
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complaints on pollution have been
received through Green Delhi App so far,
3out4,411
of which, more than 32,897 complaints
have been resolved, Delhi Government said on
Thursday. Environment Minister Gopal Rai
said that the maximum number of complaints
came from MCD, DDA, and PWD. The app
has proved to be highly successful as 96% of
the pollution related complaints received
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NEW DELHI: Delhi Police has arrested a 54year-old man for allegedly stealing luggage bags
of senior citizens at the Delhi’s Kashmere Gate
ISBT and railway stations on the pretext of helping them. Police said that the accused identified as Suraj Parkash, a resident of Shalimar
Garden in Ghaziabad, used to run a medical
store that faced losses and he started committing crimes.
A 56-year-old woman, from Hisar in
Haryana, lodged a complaint on October 18
at the Kashmere Gate police station stating that
after she arrived at the ISBT, the accused offered
to help her with her bags and then disappeared
with everything. The bag the man stole had
some clothes, a mobile phone, some jewellery
and documents, the police said.
According to Sagar Singh Kalsi, the

&LW\*RYWRUGHUV *DQJVWHUDUUHVWHGZLWK
VDODU\KLNHVIRU
DUPVDIWHUEULHIH[FKDQJH
JXHVWWHDFKHUV
RIILUHZLWKSROLFHLQ&LW\
NEW DELHI: The Delhi
Government on Thursday
ordered salary hikes for guest
teachers. "I am happy to
announce that the government
has started the process to
increase the salary of guest
teachers," said Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal.
Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said in view of
rising inflation and financial
constraints due to Covid, orders
have been issued to increase the
salary of guest and contract
teachers. “This comes as a gift
ahead of the upcoming New
Year and will provide significant
relief to them in the pandemic,”
Sisodia said, who also holds the
portfolio of Education Minister
in the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
Government in Delhi.
A delegation of the “Dilli
Atithi Shikshak Sangh” met
with Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and Deputy Chief
Minister Shri Manish Sisodia on
Wednesday and submitted a
representation on behalf of all
guest teachers posted in the
schools of Delhi Government
and shared their teaching-learning experiences with students in
schools during the meeting.SR
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For example, at a population level, higher numbers of
infections could still lead to a
large number of hospitalisations,
they said. “Whilst the reduced
risk of hospitalisation with the
Omicron variant is reassuring,
the risk of infection remains
extremely high,” professor Azra
Ghani, from Imperial College
London said.
“With the addition of the
booster dose, vaccines continue to offer the best protection
against infection and hospitalisation,” Ghani said.
The study estimated hospitalisation risk for Omicron cases
in England, included all PCRconfirmed SARS-CoV-2 cases
between December 1 and 14,
2021.The dataset included
56,000 cases of Omicron and
269,000 cases of the Delta variant. The researchers cautioned
that insufficient time has passed
for enough data to have accumulated for severity to be
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judged for more severe outcomes such as intensive care
unit admission or death.
The estimates suggest that
Omicron cases have, on average,
a 15-20 per cent reduced risk of
any hospitalisation and an
approximately 40-45 per cent
reduced risk of a hospitalisation
resulting in a stay of one or more
nights, they said.
Reinfection is associated
with approximately a 50-60 per
cent reduction in hospitalisation
risk compared with primary
infections, according to the
researchers. Moderately reduced
severity is also supported by the
observation that the mean
lengths of hospital stay for Delta
and Omicron cases in the study
were 0.32 and 0.22 days, respectively, they said.
“Our analysis shows evidence of a moderate reduction
in the risk of hospitalisation
associated with the Omicron
variant compared with the Delta
variant,” Professor Neil
Ferguson from Imperial College
London said.

Deputy Commissioner of Police (DCP), North
district, during investigation, police checked
CCTV footage and spotted one suspicious individual following the complainant.
“Thereafter, more footage was analysed
to ascertain the suspect, and it was found that
he committed similar thefts earlier also. The
accused was apprehended on Tuesday when
he was roaming around ISBT. Thereafter, a
raid was conducted, and 51 bags and 26 stolen
mobile phones were recovered from his
home,” said the DCP.
“During interrogation, it was disclosed that
the accused is a BSc graduate from Meerut
University. Earlier, he used to run a medical
store on rent, but had some loss in business and
started committing crime around two years ago,
the DCP said.
SR
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fter a brief exchange of fire, the Delhi Police
has arrested a 25-year-old member of the Kapil
Sangwan gang with a huge cache of arms in outer
Delhi on early hours of Thursday.
The accused has been identified as Sidharth
alias Somveer, who hails from a village in Jhajjar
district of Haryana. Police said that he suffered a
bullet injury on his right thigh and was admitted
to a hospital. Police said the accused was caught
with 12 pistols and 47 live cartridges which were
allegedly meant to be distributed to the gang's operatives based in Delhi. A preliminary inquiry has
revealed that the accused is part of the gang led by
Kapil Sangwan who now lives abroad.
According to Brijendra Kumar Yadav, the
Deputy Commissioner of Police (DCP), Outer
North district, police got a tip-off about the movement of member of dreaded Kapil Sangwan alias
Nandu and Jyoti Baba gang.
“Based on the inputs, a trap was laid near Nala
Road, Kadipur village here wherein the accused was
intercepted while he was spotted coming on a
motorcycle. The accused opened fire on seeing the
police party, so in order to restrain his activity and
to stop him from fleeing from the spot, the police
team also fired four rounds aiming towards his legs.
Out of which one bullet hit the accused on his right
thigh,” said the DCP.
“The accused was taken to a nearby hospital
for treatment and is out of danger. The motorcycle recovered from the accused was also found to
have been stolen from Shahadra area, he added.

through Green Delhi App have been resolved
already. “Any Delhi citizen can complain about
pollution through the Green Delhi App. The
Government ensures immediate action on the
basis of the type of complaint received
through the app,” added Rai.
Rai also stated, “A question that often arises about the Green Delhi App is which incidents should be reported as complaints. The
Green Delhi App is meant for pollution related complaints only."

day after Congress campaign head, former Uttarakhand Chief Minister Harish
A
Rawat, accused the party organization of not
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As per the information
available, the blast took place at
12:25 p.m. inside a bathroom on
the second floor of the court
complex building.
courtrooms are located
near the toilet. The explosion
damaged the walls of the bathroom and ripped through a section of the building, besides
shattering glass in nearby
rooms. Following the explosion,
the bathroom grill fell on the
vehicles parked on the ground
floor.
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He was also apprised of the
technical brief and priority
actions recommended by
WHO in the context of
Omicron. “The fight against
the pandemic is not over,” he
said, “and the need for continued adherence to Covid safe
behaviour is of paramount
importance even today.”
Modi directed the officials
to ensure that the health systems in the States, beginning
from the district level, are
strengthened to meet any challenge posed by the new variant.
“It is important for States to
ensure that the oxygen supply
equipments are installed and
fully functional,” he instructed
the officials and asked them to
work with the States on a regular basis and review the status
of preparedness of various
components of health infrastructure including training
and capacity building of human
resources, timely availability of
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According to him, on the
other hand our Government is
not only accelerating the pace
of development but also reviving and protecting our rich heritage.
“Many had expressed their
objections on the development
of Shri Kashi Vishwanath
Dham and development in
entire Purvanchal,” said Modi,
adding that he was informed
that on last Sunday about 1.5
lakh devotees had thronged the
corridor and when in the coming days, the rush goes up further there, it would increase the
heartbeats of the rivals also.
Wooing the farmers, he

Though the district court
was functioning when the
explosion took place, there was
not much footfall of litigants
and their attendants in the
complex as the lawyers were
observing strike.
Following the incident, the
entire district administrative
complex was evacuated on
directions of the Deputy
Commissioner Varinder Kumar
Sharma.
Thorough checking of all
the Government offices in the
district was also done.

co-operating with him, a section of the State
unit leaders are scheduled to meet party leaders in the national Capital on Friday.
AICC sources said top Congress leaders
also spoke to Rawat and sought to mollify him
after his public outburst against party leaders.
The senior leaders sought to know from Rawat
the reasons behind his criticism. He was asked
to continue to work towards ensuring the
party's victory in the upcoming polls and visit
Delhi to meet the leaders to iron out the differences.
But Rawat indicated more troubles for the
grand old party as he offered no explanation
for tweets and instead told the media that he
would "speak when the time comes." "When
the time comes, I will share everything with
you. Who else will I speak to, if I don't speak
to you? I will call you. For now, just have fun,"
said the former Uttarakhand Chief
Minister.
Rawat's stand has been seized by leaders
of the "G-23", the group of 23 Congress "dissidents" who took the unprecedented step last
year of writing to party president Sonia Gandhi
asking for sweeping reforms, including a "visible, full-time leadership" and collective decision-making.
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ambulances among others.
“Heightened and close
monitoring of emerging clusters and hotspots through
active, prompt and effective
surveillance should continue,”
he stated and directed for sending a good number of positive
samples for genome sequencing to INSACOG Labs in a
prompt manner.
Sources said the PM took
stock of the situation of the
availability of oxygen and medicines besides other healthcare
infrastructure to meet the
emergency if any if the cases
spread fast as is being witnessed
in many developed countries.
While Madhya Pradesh
has ordered night curfew from
11pm to 5am amid Omicron
threat till further orders to
curb likely crowd in the wake
of Xmas and New Year celebrations, Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said the city is
prepared to handle the highly
infectious Covid variant and
focus is on home isolation of
patients.

From Page 1
It also states that any marriage which has
happened for the sole purpose of unlawful conversion or vice-versa by the man of one religion
with the woman of another, either by converting himself before or after marriage or by converting the woman before or after marriage, shall
be declared as null and void by the family court.
Wherever the family court is not established, the
court having jurisdiction to try such case, on a
petition presented by either party thereto
against the other party of the marriage.
The offense under this Bill is non-bailable
and cognizable.
The Bill was passed by a voice vote on
Thursday, even as Congress members were
protesting from the Well of the House, demanding continuation of the debate on it, that began
earlier in the day.
They were also expressing their anguish
against some remarks made by Minister KS
Eshwarappa, during his intervention in the
debate.
However, the Congress seemed to be on the
back foot with the ruling BJP alleging the bill
was actually “initiated” by the former CM
Siddaramaiah led administration, and placed
documents to support its claim before the House.
Though Siddaramaiah, now the Leader of

paid rich tributes to former PM
Chaudhary Charan Singh on
his birth anniversary, being
observed as Kisan Diwas. “The
day is historic for the milkmen
community of the region. With
the hard work of Pashpalak
(animal keepers) and continuous efforts of the Government
during the last 6-7 years, the
milk production has seen a
remarkable growth as it has
increased by 45 percent and
today, our share in the world is
about 22 per cent. Besides, the
business is of about Rs 8.5 lakh
crore annually, which is much
more than the total production
of wheat and rice together,” said
the PM, making scathing
attacks on those who hate talking about cows and cow dung.

“Since ancient time, cattle
were the symbols of prosperity of our houses and this profession had also given a large
number of employment but the
same could not get such support from the ruling parties
which was expected,” he said,
adding that however, our
Government is giving all support to the farmers and cattle
keepers by not only issuing
them credit cards but also
launching a free vaccination for
animals like we have done it
against corona and Pulse Polio.
According to him, the setting
up of the Amul plant would
promote cooperative movement in the region and with the
double power of the
Government and cooperatives,

note of it and the Centre must
order a high-level probe. The
matter concerns the faith and
sentiments of crores of people.
A committee of retired judges
should be set up to probe the
matter,” she said while talking to
reporters here on Thursday.
Firing a broadside at the BJP
Government, Congress general
secretary Priyanka Gandhi on
Thursday alleged the pieces of
land of Dalits, which could not
have been purchased, were
grabbed and demanded the
Supreme Court must probe the
matter.
Priyanka said almost every
household in the country has
donated something to the Ram
Mandir Trust.
“A door-to-door campaign
was held too. It is a matter of
devotion and that is being toyed
with. The pieces of land of
Dalits, which could not have
been purchased, were grabbed,”
she said. “Some pieces of land
were of a lower value and were
sold to the Trust at a very high
price. It means that there is a
scam regarding the money
which was collected through the

Opposition, denied it, later on went through the
records in the Speaker’s office and accepted that
as the CM he had then only asked the draft bill
to be placed before the cabinet and no
decision was taken in this regard. Hence it cannot be seen or projected as the intention of his
government.
With Siddaramaiah alleging RSS’ hand
behind the Bill, Chief Minister Bommai said,
“RSS is committed to anti-conversion, it is not
a hidden secret, it is an open secret. Why did
the Congress Government in 2016 initiate the
bill during its tenure following the RSS’ policy?
It is because Congress CM in Himachal Pradesh
Virbhadra Singh had brought a similar law. You
are a party to this bill.”
Bommai said the Bill is both constitutional and legal, and aimed at getting rid of the menace of religious conversion.
“It is for a healthy society…The Congress
was indulging in vote bank politics by opposing it now, their double standard is clear today.”
The Bill that is also being opposed by
Christian community leaders, mandates that
persons who wish to convert to another faith
shall give a declaration in a prescribed format
at least 30 days in advance to the District
Magistrate or the Additional District Magistrate
specially authorised by the District Magistrate
in this connection of his residing district or place
of birth within the state.

the picture of not only the
region but also of the entire
State would be changed.
“About 1000 collection centres would be set up in various
adjoining districts of the region
which would improve the condition of the milkmen,” he
said, issuing Rs 35.91 crore as
bonus on behalf of Banas Dairy
to about 1.7 lakh milkmen
digitally. Besides, he also issued
land deeds to 20 lakh farmers
of the State digitally, including
six to whom he handed over
the Khatauni papers by hand.
On the occasion, the PM also
launched projects worth over
Rs 2100 crore, including inauguration of 27 projects worth
Rs 870.16 crore and laying the
foundation stones of many

others worth about Rs 1225
crore.
Earlier, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath praised the PM for
making the glory of Kashi
Vishwanath Corridor popular
across the world and accelerating the pace of physical development, along with reviving
the glories of the rich cultural
and religious heritage. In the
beginning, Chairman of Banas
Dairy Shankar Chaudhary welcomed the PM. The function as
also attended by Union
Minister MN Pandey, MP
(Machalishahr) BP Saroj, Rajya
Sabha MP Seema Dwivedi, UP
Ministers Anil Rajbhar,
Neelkanth Tiwari, Ravindra
Jaiswal and Girish Yadav, several MLAs and MLCs.
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World College of Technology
and Management (WCTM),
Farrukh Nagar, welcomed a
new batch of 2021 Engineering,
Management and Computer
Application students on its
campus. A Fresher Party was
also on Thursday organized
with full pomp and show. The
program was initiated with the
blessings of Maa Saraswati and
freshers were welcomed with
tilak and smileys.
Yudhbir Singh Registrar, of
the college, said an event was
also organized in the college
and freshers participated
enthusiastically in the ramp
walk and won the titles under
the able guidance of talented
faculty members.
Managing
Trustee,
WCTM, Kunwar Nishant
Singh felicitated all the winners
and motivated the students to
do their best in life.
Director, Brig. (Retired)
R.K.Kaushish emphasized the
importance and utilization of
college years to their fullest.
donation,” she added.
Escalating her attack on
Yogi-led Government, the
Congress general secretary said
the matter is being probed at the
level of district officers.
“The UP Government said
they are ordering an inquiry.
Who is probing it?...It is being
probed at the level of district officers. Ram Mandir Trust was
formed on the basis of the
Supreme Court verdict. So, it
should be probed by the SC,” she
told a press conference.
Similar attack was also made
by AAP’s MP Sanjay Singh. “A
person from Prayagraj comes to
Ayodhya, purchases 21 acres of
land from Dalits and then gifts
it to a person from Ghaziabad
for stamp paper worth Rs 10.
The transaction has been made
in the name of Maharshi
Ramayan Vidya’s name and
then the trust sells it to many
Government officials. This is
illegal and reeks of corruption,”
said Singh.
He added, “Yogi has ordered
his own officers to probe the
land scam. The scam in which
BJP
MLAs,
Mayor,
Commissioner, DIG, DM,
ADM, SDM are all involved in
forgery, cannot be investigated
by Yogi’s officials. An SIT should
be constituted under the supervision of the Supreme Court and
the fraudsters should be put in
jail.”
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However, it is extremely
unfortunate and even ironical
that most airways in India
however both private and
Government-owned as well as
both domestic and international, seldom, if at all, play
Indian music. Our music mirrors our rich heritage and culture and it is one of the many
things every Indian has a reason to be truly proud of!” read
the letter.
“ICCR joins the fraternity
of musicians, singers and
artistes associated with India
traditional music, in demanding that playing Indian classical or light vocal and instrumental music in aircraft being
operated in India and also at
various airports be made
mandatory for all India based
airlines,” the letter said.
“It is our considered opinion that this seemingly small
change shall go a long way in
strengthening the emotional
connect of our people to our
civilisational traditions in
music and arts for music is a
language that never fails to
strike a chord,” it said.
About the proposal for
playing Indian music on Indian
flights, music composer Anu
Malik said it is a fabulous idea.
Singer and music director
Kaushal Inamdar said the
whole idea is not only about
promoting music but also
Indianness.
Vocalist Manjusha PatilKulkarni said whether it is
classical or instrumental or
any other form, every airline in
India should be playing Indian
music.
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ith the aim of validating
the parameters of its latW
est missile, the Defence
Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) on
Thursday conducted the second flight test of indigenously
developed surface-to-surface
missile 'Pralay' off the Odisha
coast. The first successful test
of the missile was carried on
Wednesday at the same site.
The nuclear capable missile
can hit a target at 500 kms. It
was for the first time, flight tests
of a ballistic missile, developed
by the DRDO were conducted
successfully in two consecutive
days.

The missile, launched from
the APJ Abdul Kalam Island,
met all the mission objectives,
the DRDO said. "In today's
launch, the 'Pralay' missile was
tested for heavier payload and
different range to prove the precision and lethality of the
weapon," defence ministry officials said here.
The second launch was
monitored by all the range
sensors and instruments,
including telemetry, radar and
electro-optic tracking system
deployed across the eastern
coast and the downrange ships
positioned near the impact
point.
‘Pralay' is powered with
solid propellant rocket motor

and other new technologies.
The missile guidance system includes state-of-the-art
navigation and integrated
avionics. The missile can be
launched from a mobile
launcher thereby giving the
armed forces the flexibility
during operations.
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh congratulated the DRDO
and associated teams for the
consecutive launches of the
modern surface-to-surface
missile. Chief of DRDO G
Satheesh Reddy also appreciated the teams and said the
country proved its capability
for design and development in
defence research.

ndia on Thursday emphasised that democracy returns
to Myanmar as soon as possible and detainees and prisoners are released. One million
doses of the anti-corona vaccine were also handed over to
Myanmar during the two-day
visit of Foreign Secretary Harsh
Shringla to the neighbouring
nation now under military
junta rule.
Giving high points of his
visit starting Wednesday, the
ministry of external affairs said
here on Thursday Shringla
called on the Chairman, State
Administrative Council and
other senior representatives.
He also held meetings with
members of civil society and
political parties, including the
National
League
for

Democracy. He is also scheduled to meet Myanmar-based
Ambassadors, and representatives of the UN.
During his meetings with
all concerned, the Foreign
Secretary emphasized India’s
interest in seeing Myanmar’s
return to democracy at the ear-
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three-dose course of
AstraZeneca's Covid-19
vaccine, available in India
under the brand name of
Covishield, is effective against
the newest Covid virus variant
Omicron, the pharmaceutical
major said on Thursday, citing
data from an Oxford University
lab study.
Covishield, produced by
Pune-based Serum Institute of

A

India (SII), is India’s highest
used Covid vaccine and over
124 crore doses of this vaccine
have been administered in the
country so far.
Findings from the study,
yet to be published in a peerreviewed medical journal,
match those from rival vaccines
such as Pfizer-BioNTech and
Moderna which had also found
that the third dose of their shots
raises the vaccine efficacy significantly.

The
study
on
AstraZeneca's
vaccine,
Vaxzevria -- earlier called simply its Covid vaccine -- demonstrated that after a three-dose
course of the vaccine, neutralizing levels against Omicron
were broadly similar to those
against the virus's Delta variant
after two doses.
The firm said that
researchers at Oxford
University who carried out the
study were independent of

those who worked on the vaccine with AstraZeneca.
"As we better understand
Omicron, we believe we will
find that T-cell response provides durable protection against
severe disease and hospitalisations," Mene Pangalos, the
head of AstraZeneca's biopharmaceuticals R&D said in a
statement.
Antibody levels against
Omicron after the booster shot
were higher than antibodies in

people who had been infected
with and recovered naturally
from Covid-19, the company
also said.
The results are based on
analysis of blood samples from
those infected with Covid-19,
those vaccinated with two
doses of the vaccine and a
booster, and those previously
infected with other variants of
concern. It also included samples from 41 people given three
doses of this vaccine.
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he
Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has proT
visionally attached movable

and immovable assets worth
C100 crore belonging to a loan
fraud
accused
Rebba
Satyanarayana and his family
members under Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
in a case of cheating
IDBI bank by
taking fraudulent
loans.
The attached
assets are in the form
of agricultural lands,
fish ponds, commercial sites, plots and
flats in Andhra
Pradesh
and
Telangana besides
bank balance, the ED
said in a statement
here.

liest, release of detainees and
prisoners, resolution of issues
through dialogue and complete
cessation of all violence. He
reaffirmed India’s strong and
consistent support to the
ASEAN initiative and
expressed hope that progress
would be made in a pragmatic and constructive manner,
based on the five point consensus.
Emphasizing that India
shares a long border with
Myanmar, Shringla conveyed
India’s continued humanitarian support for the people of
Myanmar. In the context of
Myanmar’s fight against the
Covid-19 pandemic, he handed over one million doses of
"Made in India” vaccines to the
Myanmar Red Cross Society. A
part of this consignment will be
utilized for communities living

along Myanmar’s border with
India. A grant of 10,000 tons of
rice and wheat to Myanmar
was also announced.
He expressed India's continued support for people-centric socio-economic developmental projects, including
those along the IndiaMyanmar border areas, as well
as India’s commitment for
expeditious implementation of
ongoing connectivity initiatives such as the Kaladan
Multimodal Transit Transport
Project and the Trilateral
Highway.
Shringla also reiterated
India’s commitment to continue with the projects under
Rakhine State Development
Programme and Border Area
Development Programme for
the benefit of the people of
Myanmar.

The visit also provided an
opportunity to raise matters
relating to India’s security, especially in the light of the recent
incident in Churachandpur
district in southern Manipur.
He stressed the need to put an
end to any violence and maintain peace and stability in the
border areas. Both sides reiterated their commitment to
ensure that their respective
territories would not be
allowed to be used for any
activities inimical to the other.
India shares an approximately 1,700 kms long border
with Myanmar. Any developments in that country have a
direct impact on India’s bordering regions. Peace and stability in Myanmar remain of
utmost importance to India,
specifically to its North Eastern
Region.
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nion Minister Jitendra
Singh on Thursday said
U
that the aim of “Mission
Karmayogi” is to impart futuristic vision to civil services
which could effectively determine the roadmap for the next
25 years.
He said, the era of generalists is over and this is far more
relevant to administration as
we are entering the age of
super-specialisation.
Singh, the Minister of State
for Personnel, said, a civil service ‘fit-for-purpose' and ‘fitfor-future' requires a competency driven capacity building
approach that focuses on
imparting competencies critical to discharge its roles and
that is exactly the main goal of
Mission Karmayogi.
Addressing the workshop
on Mission Karmayogi–The
Path Ahead, as part of celebration of good governance
week, the minister said, the
imperative need of shift from
"rule" to "role" in governance is
essential to meet PM Narendra
Modi's goal of new India and
live up to its aspirations.
The National Programme
for Civil Services Capacity
Building (NPCSCB), also
known as Mission Karmayogi,
is aimed at enhancing governance through civil services
capacity building.
Dwelling on the theme of
integration, Singh said that
Indian Institute of Public
Administration (IIPA) has
established a Mission-

Karmayogi Resource Cell and
is working in close coordination with National Capacity
Building Commission, Lal
Bahadur Shastri National
Academy of Administration
(LBSNAA) and other central
training institutions (CTIs).
Referring to Prime
Minister's exhortation to the
civil servants to be creative and
constructive; to be imaginative
and innovative; to be proactive
and polite; to be professional
and progressive; to be energetic
and enabling; to be efficient
and effective; and to be transparent and tech-enabled, Singh
said, to achieve his vision, it is
imperative that the civil servants across the country have
the right set of attitudes, skills
and knowledge.
The Mission Karmayogi is
expected to integrate various
dimensions of human resource
management in government,
such as capacity building
through carefully curated and
vetted digital e-learning material; deploying the right person
to the right role through competency mapping; succession
planning, etc., a statement
issued by the Personnel
Ministry said.
Singh expressed hope that
Mission Karmayogi will be a
key enabler in continuously
augmenting and enhancing
delivery, and over time will be
able to support in achieving the
goal of USD 5 trillion economy set by the Prime Minister.
He said, the foundations of
this mission are rooted in the
recognition that a citizen-cen-

tric civil service empowered
with role right attitude, functional expertise and domain
knowledge will result in
improved ease of living and
ease of doing business.
The minister said, in the
background of ever changing
demographics, digital penetration as well as growing social
and political awareness, there
is a need to empower the civil
servants to be more dynamic
and professional.
Recalling former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee's
monumental contribution to
good governance, Singh said,
it's an occasion to celebrate his
vision of spreading awareness
on accountability of the government.
December 25 is observed
as a good governance day to
commemorate birth anniversary of Vajpayee.
The minister said that he
strongly believes that with citizen-centric governance at its
heart, Mission Karmayogi will
transform India's new governance landscape and will deliver excellence in action and
work for the welfare of the society.
P K Tripathy, Secretary,
Department of Personnel and
Training (DoPT), Sanjay Singh,
Secretary, Department of
Administrative Reforms and
Public Grievances (DARPG),
V Srinivas, Special Secretary,
DARPG
and
Rashmi
Chowdhar y, Additional
Secretary, DoPT, among others
had joined the deliberations,
the statement said.
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ejecting as “incorrect” suggestions by certain quarters
R
including politicians and media
that Rajya Sabha Chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu acted on
Government pressure during
the Winter Session, the Rajya
Sabha Secretariat on Thursday
said the Chairman was constantly engaged with the members of the House to resolve the
stalemate over the suspension
of
MPs,
Separately,
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi also said Naidu
tried to break the logjam
between the Government and
the Opposition, but the
Congress and the TMC were
adamant on not letting the
House run smoothly.
In a statement, the Rajya
Sabha secretariat said the
Secretary General on Thursday
discussed and reviewed reports
in the media on the course and
conclusion of the just concluded Winter Session. "It has been
noted with concern that a factually incorrect narrative has
been presented based on the
observations of some leaders and
Members of Rajya Sabha in the
matter of stalemate over the
suspension of 12 Members of the
House and adjournments of the
House during the session," it said.
"The Chairman was actively engaged in resolving the stalemate over the suspension issue
but there was no progress due to
shifting positions of the concerned and perhaps, due to
unwillingness to regret the misconduct of suspended Members
and lack of agreement among the
concerned parties on regretting
the incidents that led to suspension. It is hence, misleading on
the part of concerned to suggest
that the Chairman did not take
initiative to resolve the stalemate," a statement from the RS

Secretariat said.
The Secretariat said the
Chairman could not have forced
any section of the House to take
a particular view in the matter of
suspension to resolve the stalemate, even as he consistently
engaged with both sides to find
a way forward.
Regarding adjournments,
the statement said the Chairman
soon after assuming office in
2017 had made it clear that if in
his assessment the intention of
the protesting parties was clearly not to allow the functioning of
the House, he would be left with
no option but to adjourn.
“The Chairman has been
consistent in this regard. It is
hence, factually incorrect and
misleading to suggest that the
Chairman resorted to frequent
adjournments during the just
concluded Winter Session under
some pressure as sought to be
alleged by some sections of the
House. “Casting such aspersions
amount to disrespecting and
disregarding the institution of the
Chairman of the House," the
statement said.
It recalled that the Chairman
on several occasions in the past,
both in the House and outside
has expressed concern over disruptions as a matter of strategy
to derail the functioning of the
House instead of debating the
issues.
"The Chairman even suggested to the Government to
move a Motion for termination
of suspension in case such a
regret was expressed. The precedent of the then Leader of
Opposition in Rajya Sabha late
Arun Jaitley expressing regret on
behalf of 7 Members suspended
(no BJP Members suspended)
for their misconduct during the
passage of the Women's
Reservation Bill in 2010 also
came up for discussions with
leaders, it said.
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were busy in saving the slayers This rally, to be held in this assembly elections, but this
LD president Jayant
Choudhary said in a rally
held in Aligarh that “Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
not be able to sleep today since
we have joined hands with
Akhilesh".
He added, "Will you support me as Choudhary did?.
Jayant further said, “If the person of the village has to reach
the mainstream, then development has to be brought to the
village. If you do not get a job,
then there will be no marriage.
Degree holders do not have
employment.”
After the RLD-SP alliance,
a crowd gathered to listen to
RLD president Jayant in the
rally organised in Aligarh's
Tehsil Iglas. Villagers had started reaching the rally venue
Iglas since morning to hear the
leader. SP president Akhilesh
Yadav also had to reach to
attend the rally, but he could
not come due to corona.
Jayant said, "Yogi says we
have improved the law and
order, while the girls are still

R

of Hathras case. It is easy to
take the name of Chaudhary
Charan Singh, but it is difficult
to follow his path. It is very difficult for BJP people. We will
give jobs to one crore youth. If
a coalition Government is
formed next year, we will give
12 thousand to the farmers
where BJP gives only 6 thousand. Peasants will uproot the
opposing forces.
Our Government will give
one crore rupees to the farmers who were martyred in the
farmers' movement. It is not my
intention to create a ruckus, all
I want to say is that the fire
which is in the heart should
burn.”
Akhilesh gave a message
that due to positive corona
reports of the family members,
we will not be able to participate in public programs for
three days as a precaution.
Best wishes for appeal to all the
workers to remain active with
full enthusiasm and energy.
In the second rally, leaders
of both the parties have given

assembly constituency called
Mini Chhaprauli, will also give
an important political signal in
western Uttar Pradesh. In the
rally, both the leaders are doing
the work of holding on to the
farmers. The leaders of both the
parties are excited for the first
rally of the alliance.
In the rally to be held in
Jatland on the birthday of former
Prime
Minister
Chaudhary Charan Singh, SP
National President Akhilesh
Yadav and Rashtriya Lok Dal
President Jayant Chaudhary
will again share the stage
together. The rally to be held at
the ground on Mandi Road of
Iglas has been named as Kisan
Diwas Celebration.
The minds of the people of
western Uttar Pradesh are also
being tested on the pretext of
both the leaders. The crowd
that gathers in the joint rally
will also act as a script for the
strengthening of the alliance in
the West. The red and green
color combination is also visible at the rally site. The BJP

seat is mostly dominated by the
RLD.
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Lucknow: Samajwadi Party
president Akhilesh Yadav on
Thursday demanded that the
Bharat Ratna be conferred on
former Prime Minister
Chaudhary Charan Singh.
On the Kisan Diwas today,
we demand that the Bharat
Ratna be conferred on the former prime minister, who
devoted all his life for farmers
and the country, Akhilesh said
in a tweet in Hindi on the
leader's 119th birth anniversary.
The birth anniversary of
Charan Singh is observed as
Kisan Diwas.
PTI
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ccusing the previous
Governments in Uttar
A
Pradesh of neglecting farmers,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
said the farmers were forced to
commit suicide in the State due
to the anti-farmer approach and
unscientific policies of the previous regimes.
“When the Central and UP
Governments work in tandem
with each other, then fruitful
results are visible. A lot of them
moved away from agriculture as
they used to get so buried under
debts that ending their lives was
the only option left for them,”
Yogi said on the occasion of
Kisan Samman Diwas organised
to mark the 119th birth anniversary of former prime minister
Chaudhary Charan Singh in
Lucknow on Thursday.
Paying tribute to Chaudhary
Charan Singh, the Chief Minister
asserted that the BJP
Government is fulfilling the former farmer leader’s dream
through welfare measures.

63ZRUNHUVSODQQLQJSURWHVWDW
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Shahjahanpur: Police briefly
detained around 70 Samajwadi
Party workers who were on
their way to stage a protest at
the Prime Minister’s rally
which he addressed after laying
the foundation stone of the
594-km-long
Ganga
Expressway. According to former SP MLA Rajesh Yadav, the
SP workers were planning to go
to Rauza ground before the
arrival of the Prime Minister
and UP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath to protest against
the government for not declaring the district as calamityaffected following floods.
Circle Officer (city)
Saravanan T said that around
70 SP workers were detained by
the police and taken to police
lines. After the public meeting
was over, they were released.
"Owing to floods, the crops
of the farmers have been
destroyed, and in this scenario,
the district should have been
declared calamity-affected.
But, this was not done.
And, the prime minister and
chief minister are holding public meetings here. The

AX^cbc^^Z_[PRTd]STa
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Agra: There used be riots
under the Samajwadi Party
rule and now wrestling competitions are being organised,
said Union Minister Anurag
Thakur as he credited his
party's government in Uttar
Pradesh with checking crime.
"During the last five years,
we have seen Uttar Pradesh free
from 'gundaraj' (hooliganism).
Now, the state will be sports and
development-oriented," he said.
He said the BJP government in the state under the
leadership of Yogi Adityanath
is promoting sports.
"There used to be riots during the Samajwadi Party (SP)
government but during Yogi
Adityanath government, 'dan-

gals' (wrestling competitions)
are being organised," he said.
On recent income tax raids
on the premises of SP leaders,
Thakur said some people need
to answer questions about the
money recovered."
On the blocking of
YouTube channels and "fake
website" by the Centre, Thakur,
who is the Union Sports and
Information Technology
Minister, said strict action will
be taken against those involved
in anti-national activities.
Thakur was in Agra to
attend the award ceremony of
the "Sansad Khel Spardha" at
Eklavya Stadium in Agra. It was
organised by Fatehpur MP
Sikri Rajkumar Chahar. PTI

Samajwadi Party workers were
going to show black flags, and
register our protest," SP's
Rajesh Yadav said.He claimed
the SP workers had gathered at
the party office in Khirnibagh

and were moving on foot
towards the venue of PM's programme when the police
detained "around 600 SP workers"' near Nishat talkies and took
them to Police Lines.
PTI
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head of Christmas, one of
the oldest churches in
Srinagar has been thrown open
after thirty years for the public to offer prayers after restoring its past glory.
The Lt-Governor of the
Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir Manoj Sinha
Thursday formally inaugurated the renovated St Luke’s
Church in Srinagar .
The restoration and conservation work of St Luke's
Church has been carried out
under the ‘Smart City Project’.
The Christian community of
Srinagar has expressed happiness at the government’s initiative to renovate and reopen
the Church ahead of
Christmas.
Addressing the gathering
through virtual mode, the Lt
Governor said that the lost glory
of the oldest Church in Srinagar
has been restored today.
“Reopening of St Luke's

A

Church in Srinagar after
restoration is a historic occasion to celebrate and imbibe
Lord Christ's message of sacrifice, service, redemption, love
and compassion”, observed the
Lt Governor.
The Lt Governor said that
the St Luke's Church is a
unique symbol of J&K's composite culture, which was built
in 1896 on the southwest slope
of Shri Shankaracharya Hill.

St Luke's Church is a single-storey building constructed on a cruciform plan. The
Church follows the Gothic
Style of Architecture which is
distinct from the other important monuments dotted in the
landscape of Srinagar. Attached
to the porch, there is a bell
tower which is three-story in
height, mounted by a high
pitched CGI roof with dormer
gables on each side.

The surrounding landscape
and approach to the church has
been upgraded. The inside of
the Church has also been
redone with construction of
Alter, wooden flooring, seating,
window panes, access gate and
porch.The Lt Governor congratulated the citizens of J&K,
especially the Christian community and all the artisans
involved in the renovation and
conservation.
Before the restoration
works, the Church was lying in
a dilapidated condition, with the
structural members suffering
major damage. The CGI roofing was completely damaged,
the rainwater intrusion from the
roof aggravated the decay of
important components.
On the occasion, the Lt
Governor remembered Dr.
Arthur Neve, and threw light
on his life. Dr. Arthur served
the people of J&K for three
decades, by establishing this
Church as well as saving many
lives as a doctor, he added.
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engal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee who is
B
also the president of the ruling
Trinamool Congress on
Thursday named her Cabinet
colleague Firhad Hakim as the
Mayor of Kolkata two days after
the TMC romped home with a
resounding majority winning
134 out of 144 seats in the historic Kolkata Municipal
Corporation elections.
Hakim who was for the
first time appointed Mayor in
2018 after his party colleague
Sobhan Chatterjee stepped
down is set to take oath next
week. Hakim a close aide of the
Chief Minister besides being
her party’s most prominent
minority face also holds the
Transport and Housing port
folios.
Hakim occupies a seat that
had historically been graced by
the likesof Deshbandhu

Chittaranjan Das, Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose and others.
“I want to thank Mamata
Banerjee for giving me this
opportunity to serve the people of Kolkata again… After
taking oath as Mayor I will
work towards implementing
the TMC manifesto,” he said.
Earlier the Chief Minister
instructed all the party councilors to“work continuously
and submit your work reports
every six months …your performance would be evaluated
according to the work you do
and service you render to the
people in your ward,” Banerjee
said. Shealso declared the
names of 13 Mayors-in-council.
“No one should think that
after winning we can sit and
enjoy the postand power …
this will not be allowed to happen … everyone will have to
work and work hard,” Banerjee
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said adding “as the people’srepresentatives all of you have
to be polite and humble … you
willhave to shed your arrogance.”
Atin Ghosh a senior councilor from North Kolkata was
appointed theDeputy Mayor
while Mala Roy --- who is also
the party MP from
SouthKolkata --- has been
named the Chairperson of the
House.

In an apparent message
towards women empowerment
Banerjee also announced that
9 out of 16 Boroughs of the
KMC would be chaired by
women. On an average 8
Corporation wards are clustered into oneBorough which
is headed by a Chairperson.
According to a survey the
women voters had voted for the
Chief Minister in overwhelming numbers in the April-May
Assembly elections.
While the TMC had won
134 wards, the BJP could manage to win only three and the
Left and the Congress got two
seats each. Incidentally the
KMC elections saw the Left
coming up to occupy the second position recovering from
its earlier 5 percent vote share
in Kolkata to garner about 12
percent votes. The BJP go 9
percent votes. In the Assembly
elections the BJP got about 38
percent votes.

72aTUdbTbc^X]cTaeT]TX]_[TPbTTZX]VRWP]VTX]UPRcdP[Taa^abX]QPX[^aSTa
C=A067D=0C70Q <D<108

ore than three weeks after
it denied them default
M
bail in the Elgar Parishadcum-Bhima-Koregaon riots
case, the Bombay High Court
on Thursday refused to intervene in a plea eight accused in
the Bhima Koregaon violence
case seeking a rectification of
the 'factual errors' in the order
denying default bail to them.
A HC bench of Justices SS
Shinde and NJ Jamadar noted
that the court could not pass
any orders accepting or denying the claims made by the parties, or even listen to the arguments on merits since the
accused had preferred to move
the speaking to minutes application.
After the HC declined to
entertain their plea, the eight
accused told the high court that
they would file a review peti-

tion against the order passed by
the high court on December 1
on the ground that it was
based on a “factual error”.
Appearing for one of the
eight accused in the case, senior
advocate Sudeep Pasbola told
the HC bench that old the
bench that the accused would
withdraw the speaking to minutes application and file fresh
pleas seeking a review of the
HC order in January 2022
when the court reopens after
the Christmas vacations.
The eight accused in the
Elgar Parishad-cum-BhimaKoregaon riots case – whose
plea seeking a rectification of
the 'factual errors' in the order
default bail to them was not
entertained by the HC bench –
were: Sudhir Dhawale, Rona
Wilson, Surendra Gadling,
Shoma Sen, Mahesh Raut, P
Varavara Rao, Vernon
Gonsalves and Arun Ferreira.

In their plea, the eight
accused told the high court that
the reason for granting bail to
Bharadwaj was a common
order which included names of
Gonsalves, Rao and Ferreira.
The eight accused stated
that the statutory bail of all
these accused first came to be
rejected by Pune Sessions
Court by a common order. The
date of the arrest of the accused
was common and hence they
were all at par."The accused 6
to 8 have been denied the
same relief as accorded to
accused 9 on account of factual error," the application said.
The remaining five accused
had filed the applications in
2018 and was pending in the
Pune Sessions Court before it
was transferred to the NIA
Court in Mumbai.
Among other things,
Advocate Sudeep Pasbola
appearing for the accused, told

%KLPD.RUHJDRQULRWVFDVH

the high court that in light of
Section 362 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure which
restricted the Court from altering or reviewing its judgment
after it is signed "except to correct a clerical or arithmetical
error", their current application
for "speaking to minutes"
would not lie.
He urged the Court to
pass an order disposing of the
precipe and then the accused
wouldl move the Court with a
plea seeking a review of the
order. “What we have sought
for cannot be granted through
speaking to the minutes. There
is a judgment which says that
review is permissible," Pasbola
told the HC bench as he sought
liberty from the Court to file
review.
On his part, Additional

Solicitor General Anil Singh
stated that while the application
could be withdrawn, "they
could always file review, even
though it is not maintainable".
Noting that there was no
requirement for liberty from
the Court to file a review petition against the high court
December 1 order denying
them default bail in the Elgar
Parishad-cum-BhimaKoregaon riots case, the HC
bench of Justices SS Shinde and
NJ Jamadar said: "We need not
grant you any liberty. If review
is maintainable, then that can
be filed. These are not just "factual errors", we have made
observations based on those
facts".
"What the applicants are
seeking cannot be done
through a precipe for speaking

to minutes. Hence, the present
proceeding is disposed of," the
HC bench noted.While rejecting default bail pleas by eight
other accused, the HC bench
had on December 1 noted that
accused Sudhir Dhawale, Rona
Wilson, Surendra Gadling, Dr.
Shoma Sen and Mahesh Raut
had never claimed to have
filed an application for default
bail after the expiry of initial
period of 90 days from the date
of their production till the
fling of the chargesheet on
November 15, 2018. The three
other P Varavara Rao, Vernon
Gonsalves and Arun Ferreira
had not preferred to file such
an application till the filing of
the supplementary chargesheet.
The eight accused are the
first among 16 activists and
academicians arrested in the
case While Bharadwaj was the
first among 16 activists and

academicians arrested in the
case to have been granted
default bail. While Jesuit priest
Stan Swamy died in a private
hospital on July 5 this year
while waiting for medical bail,
Poet-activist Varavara Rao is
currently out on medical bail.
The arrests of “Maoistlinked” activists were made
under the FIR registered on
January 8, 2018 at the Pune’s
Vishram Baug Police Station in
connection with the Elgar
Parishad organised on
December 31, 2017 by the leftist outfit Kabir Kala Manch
(KKM) and Republican
Panthers Party ahead of the
Januar y 1, 2018 BhimaKoregaon riots.
It may be recalled that the
scanned copies of 10 “incriminating” letters were among the
virtual and physical documents
recovered by the investigators
during their simultaneous raids

conducted by the investigators
on April 17 2018 ahead of the
arrest of Wilson and other
accused in the case.
Among other things, the
NIA has charged the accused
with promoting the activities and
ideologies of the banned outfits,
mobilising people and students,
training in handling sophisticated arms and explosives.
The NIA’s draft charges
said the larger objective was to
conspire against and destabilise the governments of India
and Maharashtra, threaten
their sovereignty with largescale violence, strike terror in
the people, as per the draft
charges.
The NIA said that to
achieve their objectives, the
accused - through a banned
Leftist organisation and its
frontal outfits - had arranged to
raise Rs 8 crore for annual supplies of sophisticated weapons.
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n a major spurt in the number of Omicron infections in
IMaharashtra,
23 fresh cases of
the new Covid-19 variant were
recorded in the State on
Thursday, taking the total
number of cases registered so
far to 88.
Of the 23 Omicron cases
recorded, 22 cases were reported by the Pune-based National
Institute of Virology (NIV),
while the remaining one new
case was reported by the
National Chemical Laboratory,
Pune.
Of the 23 new Omicron
cases, Pune reported a maximum of 14 cases ( three cases
each in Pune Municipal
Corporation and Pune Rural 3
cases each, while the PimpriChinchwad
Municipal
Corporation recorded seven
cases).
The following is break-up
of total 88 Omicron cases registered in the state is as follows:
Mumbai—35,
PimpriChinchwad: 19, Pune rural --

10, PMC—6, Satara –3,
Osmanabad—5, KalyanDombivali and Nagpur--2
each, Buldhana and Latur – 1
each.
Of the total cases, 42
patients have been discharged
after a negative RT–PCR test.
Of the 23 cases reported on
Thursday, 16 had international travel history and 7
patients are their high risk
contacts. Of them, siox had
gone to Middle-east countries,
four to Europe, two each to
Singapore and Tanzania.
“There are 4 kids under 18
years of age while two patients
are above 60 years of age. Of the
23 persons who tested positive
for Omicron, 18 patients have

been fully vaccinated, while one
patient i not vaccinated and
four are not eligible for vaccination.
Meanwhile, the authorities said the total number of
passengers who arrived at
Mumbai, Pune and Nagpur
airports since December 1 was
1,56,115 (22,859 from At-risk
countries and rest 1,56,115 are
from other countries), while
passengers whose RT-PC tests
have been done are 27,819
(22,859 are from high-risk
countries and 4960 are from
other countries). Similarly, RTPCR positive and samples sent
for genomic sequencing was
117 (117 are from at-risk countries and 39 are from other
countries).
Additionally, field surveillance of all international passengers who have arrived since
1st November is underway.
“Through airport and field
surveillance, 670 samples have
been sent for genomic sequencing. The results of 124 are
awaited so far,” the daily health
bulletin said.

ackaged foods and beverages should have clear
P
mandatory Front of Pack warn-

ing Labels (FoPL) to help consumers make healthy and safe
decisions, lawmakers and
experts said here as they noted
how rising non-communicable
diseases (NCDs) including diabetes have overburdened the
country’s health system.
According to the ICMR
State Level Disease Burden
Initiative, 2016, NCDs, such as
heart attack, stroke, diabetes
and cancer accounted to an
estimated 60 lakhs deaths, constituting 62 per cent of the total
mortality of that year.
Diets high in fat, salt and
sugar (HFSS) is a major risk
factor for these chronic ailments.Rajya Sabha BJP
Member, Sushil Modi called for
stringent health warning on the
unhealthy packaged foods
specifying that it has HFSS.
“The warnings should be
on the lines of those on the cigarette packets that “smoking is
injurious to health.”“This
would help people make
healthy and safer choices,” the
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former Deputy Chief Minister
of Bihar, said, while participating at a first-of-its-kind
roundtable discussion on
“FoPL, impact of packaged
foods on health” organized by
the Institute for Governance
Policies and Politics (IGPP), a
policy dialogue platform here
recently.
The MPs meet comes at a

time when India is deliberating
on adoption of the FoPL for
packaged food and beverage
industry which in the absence
of adequate guidelines has been
rampantly dishing out packaged foods high in HFSS,
resulting in a spike in NCDs
cases.
Agreeing with his party
colleague and MP from the

Upper House, Deepak Prakash
stressed on launching an intensive awareness campaign for
FoPL particularly in rural India
where packed foods have penetrated at an alarming
level.
Dr Naval K Vikram, leading diabetologist and professor
at the department of medicine
of the All India Institute of

Medical Sciences (AIIMS),
Delhi talked about the strategic role the warning labels
(FoPL) can play in reducing
chronic diseases.“With the
easy-to-understand information printed on the food packets, people will avoid consuming unhealthy food.
“This would avert the
NCDs crisis, mainly caused by
consumption of processed and
packaged foods having HFSS.
Warning labels would
guide people to make healthier choices and even bring down
consumption of unhealthy
foods. “Those who participated in the debate included ruling party MPs from Rajya
Sabha Shiv Pratap Shukla,
Mahesh Poddar, Ram Kumar
Verma and Lt Gen (Retd) Dr
DP Vats and Lok Sabha BJP
member Sanjay Seth among
others.Senior fellow from IGPP,
Dr Manish Tiwari talked about
rising childhood obesity in the
country with around 1.5 crore
kids into its grip.
If appropriate steps such as
making FoPL mandatory are
not taken, India would soon
become the world's Capital of
Childhood Obesity, he warned.
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,WVHHPVDFRQVHQVXVHOXGHVZRUOG*RYHUQPHQWV
RQKRZWRWDFNOHWKH2PLFURQ¶VVZLIWVSUHDG

7

KH2PLFURQYDULDQWLVQRZVSUHDGRYHUFRXQWULHVDQGVWLOOFRXQWLQJ,WVSUHDGV
IDVWDQGLWLVLPSRVVLEOHWRVWRSLWIURPHQWHULQJDQ\FRXQWU\,WLVRQO\DPDW
WHURIWLPHEHIRUH2PLFURQEHFRPHVWKHGRPLQDQWVWUDLQLQWKHZRUOG9DFFLQDWLRQ
LVQRWJRLQJWRVWRS2PLFURQ$QWLERGLHVLQSUHYLRXVO\LQIHFWHGSDWLHQWVDUHQRWVWURQJ
HQRXJKWRWKZDUWLW7KHRQO\VLOYHUOLQLQJLVWKDWVFLHQWLILFVWXGLHVDUH\HWWRLQGLFDWH
WKDWLWVLQIHFWLRQFDQSURYHVHULRXV7KHXQXVXDOFKDUDFWHULVWLFVRI2PLFURQKDYHIOXP
PR[HGZRUOG*RYHUQPHQWV7RORFNGRZQRUQRWLVWKHTXHVWLRQWKH\DUHJUDSSOLQJ
ZLWKWRGD\6WUDQJHO\WKHUHLVQRLQGLFDWLRQRIWKH*RYHUQPHQWVDSSURDFKLQJRULQWHQG
LQJWRDSSURDFKDJOREDOSODWIRUPOLNHWKH:+2RUWKH8QLWHG1DWLRQVIRUDXQLYHU
VDOUHVSRQVHWR2PLFURQ,QHDUO\ZKHQWKH&RURQDYLUXVZDYHKLWWKHZRUOG
WKH:+2FDPHXSZLWKWKUHHEURDGSROLFLHVWKDWDOOPHPEHUQDWLRQVDFFHSWHG2QH
ZDVWKHFRQFHSWRIORFNGRZQ7ZRDPDVVLYHPRELOLVDWLRQRIPHGLFDOLQIUDVWUXF
WXUH7KUHHDUDFHWRILQGDYDFFLQH7KHZRUOGRQFHDJDLQQHHGVWRUHDFKDFRP
PRQXQGHUVWDQGLQJWRWDFNOHWKHXQSUHGLFWDEOH2PLFURQYDULDQW+RZHYHUWKHUHDSSHDUV
WREHQRFRKHVLRQLQKRZWRFRPEDWWKHVSLNLQJ
2PLFURQ7KHZRUOGDSSHDUVGLYLGHGRQLW,Q,QGLD
PRVW 6WDWHV DUH VWLOO FRQVLGHULQJ ZKDW UHVWULFWLYH
PHDVXUHVWRDQQRXQFH7KH8QLWHG6WDWHVLVDOVR
PXOOLQJUHVWULFWLRQVHYHQWKRXJKDURXQG
FDVHVZHUHUHSRUWHGLQWKHODVWZHHN
&KLQDLQVWDUNFRQWUDVWKDVD]HURFDVHSROL
F\WKDWKDVUHVXOWHGLQDFRPSOHWHORFNGRZQRIFLWLHV
UHSRUWLQJHYHQDVLQJOHIUHVKFDVH7KH&KLQHVHGR
QRW ZDQW WKH &RURQDYLUXV WR FDQFHO WKH :LQWHU
2O\PSLFVLQ%HLMLQJEHJLQQLQJQH[W)HEUXDU\,QWKH
8QLWHG.LQJGRPWKH2PLFURQVXUJHLVDOUHDG\DSSDU
HQW+RZHYHUWKH*RYHUQPHQWLVRQO\WR\LQJZLWKLWVRSWLRQV6RXWK$IULFDZKHUH
2PLFURQZDVILUVWUHSRUWHGDQGQRZUHFRUGVIUHVKFDVHVGDLO\LVQRWLQWHQW
RQLPSOHPHQWLQJDQ\VWULFWPHDVXUHV7KH1HWKHUODQGVLVUHODWLYHO\IUHHIURPIUHVK
FDVHVEXWLWZHQWLQWRWRWDOORFNGRZQODVWZHHN,VUDHOLVVLPLODUO\VWULFWLWVOLVWRI
UHGFRXQWULHVLQFUHDVLQJGDLO\,VUDHOLVDUHEDQQHGIURPWUDYHOOLQJWRUHGFRXQWULHV
XQOHVVWKH\JHWDVSHFLDOH[HPSWLRQ6ZLW]HUODQGZDQWVLWVUHVLGHQWVWRFDUU\YDFFL
QDWLRQFHUWLILFDWHVZKHQHQWHULQJSXEOLFSODFHV-DSDQKDVDGD\FRPSXOVRU\TXDU
DQWLQHIRULQFRPLQJWUDYHOOHUV)UHQFK+HDOWK0LQLVWHU2OLYLHU9HUDQVD\VQRQHZUHVWULF
WLRQVDUHPRRWHGHYHQWKRXJKWKHFRXQWU\PD\VRRQVHHRQHODNKQHZFDVHVDGD\
*HUPDQ\GRHVQRWZDQWWRLPSRVHUHVWULFWLRQVWLOO'HFHPEHUZKLOH6SDLQZDQWV
%ULWRQVWRVKRZHYLGHQFHRIYDFFLQDWLRQEHIRUHHQWHULQJWKHFRXQWU\3RUWXJDOZKHUH
FDVHVZHUHUHSRUWHGODVWZHHNKDVQRWLQWURGXFHGDQ\VDIHW\PHDVXUHV\HW
,VWKHUHDQXQVDLGUHDOLVDWLRQWKDWWRWDOORFNGRZQFDQQRWEHDQRSWLRQEHFDXVHLWDIIHFWV
WKHHFRQRP\DQGWKHSUDFWLFDOREMHFWLYHLQIDFHRIWKHLQDELOLW\WRUHGXFHWKHVSHHG
RI2PLFURQ·VVSUHDGLVWROLPLWWKHULVNRIVHULRXVFDVHV"
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5HIRUPVWDNHRIIEXW
8PPDKDWDFURVVURDGV
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y sympathies go out
to some of my
Muslim friends who
have been true
momins and have lived through
their religion, which is now
approaching an era of flux. On
the one hand, Saudi crown
prince Mohammad bin Salman,
or MBS, has abolished Friday as
the day of rest and prayer. The
entire Abrahamic world has
had a tradition of allotting one
fixed day of the week as a day of
Sabbath since the time of
Prophet Abraham. The great
man asked the Jews only to rest
and pray on Saturdays, and not
work. When Christianity
appeared on the world stage, the
apostles chose Sunday. The
Muslim Caliphs were taken up
with Friday and with afternoon
prayers, accompanied by the
khutba, which the imam delivers to communicate with the
worshippers, standing on the
steps, called the mimbar. In the
pre-technological era, this was
about the only means of communication between the leaders
and the followers.
With the advent of technology, the khutba is no longer
indispensable. So presumably
believes Prince Salman of Saudi
Arabia. He has abolished Friday
as the weekly holiday in his
country. Women are now free to
drive cars in the kingdom;
unmarried couples are free to
occupy hotel rooms. The Sharia
has been amended whereby
minors will no longer be punished with death for any crime.
Flogging, too, has been replaced
with prison time, fines and
community service.
Salman’s Saudi Arabia is
home to the Hejaz, where Mecca
and Medina are situated. One
must remember that the king of
Saudi Arabia is the guardian of
these two holy places. The lid on
taqlid, or orthodoxy, which was
placed some thousand years
ago, is off. The era of reforms
has begun to take off.
One leader who violated
taqlid and subjected his country
to drastic reforms was Mustafa
Kemal Pasha, popularly known
as Atatürk. He came to power in
Turkey soon after World War I
ended. He told his people that
Turkey’s future lay with Europe.
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He exhorted his country’s
menfolk to dress in lounge
suits and womenfolk in skirts
and blouses. He abolished the
Arabic script for the Turkish
language, all in a matter of
three months. The Quran
was re-written in the Roman
script, just as the Turkish language. Kemal Pasha introduced Western-style democracy, replacing the Ottoman
autocracy. Atatürk’s vision
has sadly not been followed
by the present ruler, Erdogan;
consequently Turkey’s dream
of being admitted into the
Europe Union and becoming
a western countr y has
crashed.
In contrast to the tale of
reform told above, our neighbours
Pakistan
and
Bangladesh, especially the
former, have chosen orthodoxy, if not also obscurantism, as their pathway to destiny. Both call themselves
Islamic republics and both
desecrate, demolish temples
as though they are siding with
Emperor Aurangzeb. These
two States came together,
separated from India in 1947,
to fall apart from each other
in 1971. We still wonder what
happened to the Two-Nation
Theory — Hindus’ and
Muslims’ — so eloquently
advocated, first by Sir Sayyid
Ahmad Khan, seconded by

8=B0D380A0180
F><4=0A4=>F
5A44C>3A8E4
20AB*D=<0AA843
2>D?;4B0A45A44
C>>22D?H7>C4;
A>><BC74
B70A8070B
144=0<4=343
F74A41H<8=>AB
F8;;=>;>=64A
14?D=8B743
F8C7340C75>A
0=H2A8<4

poet Mohammad Iqbal and
taken to its climax by
Mohammed Ali Jinnah. The
myth that Muslims are one
people was exploded by the
Mukti Bahini of Bangladesh.
Abrahamism needs a CT
scan to know why Judaism,
membered by arguably the
most brilliant people in the
world, has shrunk so exponentially.
Why
has
Christianity scattered into so
many denominations and lost
some of its followers very perceptibly in Europe? Why has
Islam antagonised so many
countries in five of the six
continents? Arguably, the
fourth sibling, Marxism,
packed its bags hastily. Life’s
but a walking shadow, a poor
player that struts and frets his
hour upon the stage, and
then is heard no more. It is a
tale told by an idiot, full of
sound and fury, signifying
nothing. Had William
Shakespeare been commenting on the Abrahamic ideologies or outlooks, these famous
lines of his would aptly
describe them.
A British visitor once
tried to explain to me that
anything which is rigid is apt
to crack and break, as communism did. Anything firm,
on the other hand, tends to
scatter. Anything that does
not change with the sands of
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7KHVDFNLQJRID'DOLWFRRNIURPDVFKRROLQ
8WWDUDNKDQGVPDFNVRIEODWDQWGLVFULPLQDWLRQ

$

QXQVDYRXU\LQFLGHQWLQYROYLQJD'DOLWZRPDQDQGXSSHUFDVWHVFKRROVWXGHQWV
ZKLFKOHGWRKHUGLVPLVVDOVRRQDIWHUWKHNLGVER\FRWWHGWKHPLGGD\PHDOVFRRNHG
DQGVHUYHGE\KHUKDVSXWWKHVSRWOLJKWEDFNRQWKHXQHQGLQJLVVXHRIVRFLDOGLV
FULPLQDWLRQDQGFDVWHSUHMXGLFH7KHVHQVHRIVKRFNDQGLQGLJQDWLRQRYHUWKHXQVLJKW
O\GHYHORSPHQWZKLFKZDVUHSRUWHGIURPWKH&KDPSDZDWGLVWULFWRI8WWDUDNKDQGLV
LQWHQVLILHGE\WKHIDFWWKDWWKHYHU\VDPHVHWRIVWXGHQWVKDGKDGQRTXDOPVLQFRQ
VXPLQJWKHIRRGSUHSDUHGE\KHURQKHUILUVWGD\LQWKHNLWFKHQ+RZHYHUWKHIROORZLQJ
GD\WKH\REQR[LRXVO\VWDUWHGER\FRWWLQJWKHPLGGD\PHDOSURYLGHGE\WKH*RYHUQPHQW
WKURXJKWKHVFKRRORQWKHSUHWH[WWKDWLWZDVFRRNHG
E\6XQLWD'HYLWKH'DOLWEKRMDQPDWDDQGJRWWKHLU
OXQFKWLIILQIURPKRPH7RFRPSOLFDWHPDWWHUVDQGJLY
LQJWKHLVVXHDFDVWHDQJOHZKLOHWKHYLOODJH·VXSSHU
FDVWHSDUHQWVDOOHJHGWKDW'HYLKDGEHHQFKRVHQE\
RYHUORRNLQJDPRUHGHVHUYLQJ%UDKPLQFDQGLGDWHWKH
VFKRRO·VSULQFLSDOVWHDGIDVWO\UHIXWHGWKHFKDUJHDQG
DVVHUWHGWKDWVKHZDVVHOHFWHGLQDQ´RSHQPHHWLQJ
RIWKHSDUHQWWHDFKHUDVVRFLDWLRQDQGVFKRROPDQ
DJHPHQWFRPPLWWHHµLQHDUO\'HFHPEHU
+RZHYHUDQLQTXLU\RUGHUHGE\WKH6WDWHHGXFD
WLRQDXWKRULWLHVKDVVLQFHGHFLGHGWKDWQRUPVZHUH
DOOHJHGO\IORXWHGLQ'HYL·VDSSRLQWPHQWDQGVKHORVWKHUMRE7LOOWKHDSSRLQWPHQWRID
QHZFRRNDQRWKHUEKRMDQPDWDDQXSSHUFDVWHZRPDQKDVEHHQURSHGLQWRPDNHWKH
PLGGD\PHDOV1RZLW·VIRUDQ\ULJKWWKLQNLQJDQGORJLFDOFLWL]HQWRJDXJHKRZHDV\LW
LVWRPDQLSXODWHORFDOVHQWLPHQWDQGWKHLQTXLU\WHDPDJDLQVWD'DOLWZRPDQLQDSUH
GRPLQDQWO\XSSHUFDVWHORFDOLW\ UHPHPEHURIWKHSXSLOVPHDQWWRFRQVXPHWKH
PHDOVDUHFKLOGUHQEHORQJLQJWRXSSHUFDVWHV 7KHFDVWHLVWQDWXUHRIWKHLQFLGHQWLVEOD
WDQWO\REYLRXV)RURQHWKHFKLOGUHQDQGWKHLUSDUHQWVFRPSOLHGZLWKUHVXPLQJPHDOV
IURPVRPHRQHZKRZDVDSSRLQWHGDVDWHPSRUDU\UHSODFHPHQWWR'HYL0RUHRYHULQVWL
WXWLRQDOFDVWHLVPKDVDOZD\VHPSOR\HGSURFHVVUHODWHGURDGEORFNVWRGLVJXLVHSUHMX
GLFHRQSDSHU$VLVRIWHQWKHFDVHZLWKLQVWLWXWLRQDOFDVWHLVPDFRPELQDWLRQRIEHLQJ
RXWQXPEHUHGE\WKHRSSUHVVRUFDVWHSHRSOHDQGVWURQJEXUHDXFUDWLFPDFKLQHU\RSHU
DWHGLQWKLVFDVHWRR7KHUHODWLRQVKLSEHWZHHQRQH·VUHOLJLRQFDVWHDQGIRRGLQ,QGLD
KDVDOZD\VEHHQIUDXJKWZLWKWHQVLRQVGXHWRWKHQRWLRQVRI¶SXULW\·RU¶SROOXWLRQ·DVVR
FLDWHGZLWKWKH'DOLWV,VQ·WLWWLPHWKDWZHVWRSSHGHDWLQJRXWRIWKHKDQGVRIELJRWV"
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Sir — Unable to understand that some 40
upper caste students of the Sukhidhang
Government Inter College (GIC) of
Champawat district in Uttarakhand
refused to eat food cooked by Dalit
‘bhojanmata’ (cook) Sunita Devi. Though,
on Devi’s first day, all students consumed
the mid-day meal together which implies
that the students were provoked or misguided by some bad elements. Sadly, not
only the students, even their parents
backed the boycott that prompted the
School Management Committee (SMC)
set up a meeting and seal the fate of Dalit
bhojanmata Sunita Devi. Consequently,
Sunita Devi has been fired for ‘wrongful
appointment’ and sacked. As a result, parents are satisfied with the inquiry and
upper caste children have called off the
boycott and are having midday meals as
earlier.
The judgement is absolutely unfair.
Discrimination will only alienate lower
caste people from the society. People wonder why the inquiry committee did not
ask the aggrieved persons if they ever eat
‘samosas’ from a shop and ask the seller
his caste? The college authorities indeed
should have made an example by allowing Sunita Devi to continue as the cook.
The students who protested against her
and the parents who supported them are
causing and promoting discrimination.
Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Faridabad
G81DµCGB?>7G9D8CB9<1>;1/
Sir —The arrest of 69 Tamil Nadu fishermen by the Sri Lankan Navy for allegedly violating the international border has
again raised concerns for Indian fishermen
in that region. The question arises that
what is the problem with Sri Lanka? When
the civil war broke out in Sri Lanka, the
Indian Army supported the Sri Lankan
Government. Both the countries have
always been good friends. So what is the
reason why India and Sri Lanka are not
able to resolve this matter?
The cause of dispute is the fishing
method of the fishermen of Tamil Nadu.
Tamil Nadu fishermen use bottom
trawlers, which are banned in Sri Lanka.
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WTT]S^UcWThTPaVXeTb]^bXV]^UcWT
T]SX]V ^U cWT 2>E83 ( _P]ST\XR
T]SX]VP]hcX\Tb^^]0ccWTcda]^UcWT
hTPafTPaT^]cT]cTaW^^ZbfPXcX]Vc^bTT
XU >\XRa^] fWXRW Xb RdaaT]c[h b_aTPSX]V
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The Sri Lankan Government says that the
marine ecosystem will be disturbed if fishermen use the bottom trawler methodology of fishing. The Tamil Nadu
Government should encourage their fishermen to do deep sea methodology of fishing which will also be good for the marine
ecosystem but this method is very expensive. The State and Central Governments
must find ways to help the fishermen continue fishing without calling for such incidents.
Tarun Patidar | Ujjain
DEB>6E<<=1:?B9DID?7??4EC5
Sir — In tune with their usual practice and
on the basis of the brutal majority they
have in Parliament, the BJP Government
at the centre has bulldozed another controversial Bill without allowing any discussions, wider consultations or deliberations
in both the houses of Parliament. The
unwillingness of the ruling dispensation
to allow meaningful debate on the con-

cWT bTeTaXch ^U 2>E83 ( RPdbTS Qh
>\XRa^]_aT[X\X]PahSPcPbdVVTbccWPccWT
]Tf ePaXP]c ²\Ph RPdbT \X[STa P]S [Tbb
bTeTaTSXbTPbT³1dccWT]fTRP]^][hSaPf
P[Xcc[TR^\U^acUa^\XcX]eXTf^UXcbWXVW[TeT[
^UcaP]b\XbbXQX[Xch
8]SXPbW^d[S]^cQTR^\_[PRT]cPQ^dc
>\XRa^]PbcWTaTR^d[SQTPUaTbWbdaVTX]
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XRP[SXbcP]RX]V\dbcQT\PSTR^\_d[b^ah
P]SW^[XSPhVPcWTaX]VbP]S_PachX]V\dbc
QTQP]]TSX]^aSTac^_a^cTRc[XeTb
63PeXS<X[c^]| <PadcWP]R^ST

tentious Bill to link electoral roll data with
the Aadhaar ecosystem exposes the
unclean and murky intention of the
Government. There can be no second
opinion that once the linking is made
mandatory, many will lose their franchise
for various reasons.
This Bill is brought in such a hurry
as the BJP, which is on a sticky wicket in
various States that are going for Assembly
elections shortly, particularly Uttar
Pradesh, hopes to gain out of this Bill in
the elections. While there is no doubt that
the Bill will be given the necessary
assent by the President without delay,
only the Supreme Court can come to the
rescue of us citizens who are really concerned about the implications of this
unwarranted exercise by the BJP
Government for selfish ends.
Tharcius S Fernando |Virugambakkam
BT]Shh^daUUTTSQPRZcc^)
[TccTabc^_X^]TTa/V\PX[R^\

time is apt to shrink. When
frustrated with changelessness, some people cry out to
quit their faith. Filmmaker Ali
Akbar of Kerala is one who
has quit. As a good Indian, he
could not bear the sight of
people smiling at the recent
helicopter crash over the
Nilgiris. This phenomenon of
smiling at such a national
tragedy indicates that there
are young men and women in
India who feel happy when
the country suffers misfortune. They were possibly
there in the days of
Babasaheb Ambedkar who,
incidentally, did not wish to
die a Hindu. He, therefore,
converted to another religion long before his death.
When he began thinking, he
summarily put aside
Christianity and Islam.
Ambedkar said that since
these faiths had been born
outside India, they might
have a denationalising effect
on his followers. His choice
eventually fell on Buddhism.
A person quitting her/his
religion is a deserter who is
called a murtad (apostate)
who deserves the punishment of death.
(The writer is a wellknown columnist, an author
and a former member of the
Rajya Sabha. The views
expressed are personal.)
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,QGLDGRHVQRWKDYHDQ\VLJQLILFDQWIUHHWUDGH
DJUHHPHQWZLWKSURVSHURXVPDUNHWVLQWKHZRUOG
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DVWZHHN,QGLDZDVVZDPSHGE\VHYHUDOVHQLRUOHDGHUVIURPWKH
LPPHGLDWHQHLJKERUKRRG)LUVWWKHUHZDVDKRVWRIELODWHUDOPHHW
LQJVEHWZHHQYLVLWLQJIRUHLJQPLQLVWHUVRIILYHFHQWUDO$VLDQFRXQ
WULHVQHLJKERULQJ$IJKDQLVWDQ7KHVHOHDGHUVDOVRUHYLYHGWKH,QGLD&HQWUDO
$VLDGLDORJXHDQGPHWZLWKWKH,QGLDQSULPHPLQLVWHUGLVFXVVLQJUHJLRQ
DOLVVXHVRIVDIHW\VHFXULW\VWDELOL]DWLRQRI$IJKDQLVWDQDQGLPSURYLQJ
ELODWHUDOWLHV$URXQGWKHVDPHWLPH9XRQJ'LQK+XH3UHVLGHQW1DWLRQDO
$VVHPEO\RIWKH6RFLDOLVW5HSXEOLFRI9LHWQDPDORQJZLWKD3DUOLDPHQWDU\
GHOHJDWLRQZDVKROGLQJFRQYHUVDWLRQVZLWKVHQLRU,QGLDQOHDGHUVLQ1HZ
'HOKL7KH\HDUDOVRPDUNVWKHJROGHQMXELOHHRI,QGLDHVWDEOLVK
LQJGLSORPDWLFWLHVZLWK9LHWQDP7KH([WHUQDO$IIDLUV0LQLVWHUULJKWIXOO\
SRLQWHGRXWWKDWDVSROLWLFDODQGVHFXULW\SDUWQHUV,QGLDDQG9LHWQDP
KDYHFRQYHUJLQJLQWHUHVWVLQDPXOWLSRODUDQGUHEDODQFLQJZRUOG9LHWQDP
DVFHQGHGWRWKHLQWHUQDWLRQDOWUDGHERG\:72LQDQGHYHUVLQFH

KDVDPDOJDPDWHGZLWKJOREDOWUDGHUK\WKPVDQGUXOHVDQGVLJQHGVHY
HUDOIUHHWUDGHDJUHHPHQWV )7$V EULQJLQJERXQWLHVIRUWKLVUHODWLYHO\VPDOO
HUQDWLRQ7KLVVRXWKHDVW$VLDQFRXQWU\UDYDJHGE\LQWHUQDOXQUHVWDQG
IRUHLJQDWWDFNVKDVGHYHORSHGLQWRRQHRIWKHPRVWSURPLVLQJLQYHVW
PHQWGHVWLQDWLRQVIRUDOODFURVVWKHJOREH7KLVKDVEHHQVWUDWHJLFDOO\
PDGHSRVVLEOHE\FDUHIXOO\XVLQJELODWHUDODQGPXOWLODWHUDOWUDGHDJUHH
PHQWVDVDVVHWVWRLWVDGYDQWDJH&RQVLGHUWKLV9LHWQDPDQHUVWZKLOH
FRPPXQLVWVWDWHKDVDIORXULVKLQJWUDGHDJUHHPHQWLQSODFHZLWKPDQ\
FRXQWULHVDFURVVWKHZRUOG7KDWLWKDVVXFFHVVIXOO\PDQDJHGWRQHJR
WLDWHWUDGHGHDOVWRLWVDGYDQWDJHHLWKHUDVDQLQGLYLGXDOFRXQWU\OLNHWKH
(9)7$ (XURSH9LHWQDPIUHHWUDGHDJUHHPHQW ZLWK(XURSHRUDVDPHP
EHUWRDUHJLRQDOPXOWLODWHUDOIRUXPVXFKDV$6($1DQG5&(3VSHDNV
DORWDERXWWKHVKDUSDFKLHYHPHQWVE\WKLVFRXQWU\LQIHZ\HDUV$Q)7$
LVDQDJUHHPHQWEHWZHHQWZRFRXQWULHVRUDFRXQWU\DQGUHJLRQDOWUDG
LQJEORFNZKLFKVHWVWKHJURXQGUXOHVRIWDULIIVDQGGXWLHVIRUHQWU\DQG
H[LWRIJRRGVDQGVHUYLFHVLQWRHDFKRWKHU VWHUULWRULHV2QHRIWKHNH\
IDFWRUVWKDWKDVIDFLOLWDWHGDQ\FRXQWU\WRDYDLOEHQHILWVRIPDUNHWDFFHVV
LQWROXFUDWLYHJHRJUDSKLHVLVE\DOORZLQJPXWXDOO\FRPSOHPHQWDU\FRQ
GLWLRQVLQGRPHVWLFPDUNHWVWRWUDGLQJSDUWQHUV0RVWRIWKHVHXOWLPDWH
O\ERLOGRZQWRWDULIIDQGQRQWDULIIEDUULHUV'LUHFWWDULIIVLPSRVHGE\FRXQ
WULHVRQHQWU\RILPSRUWHGJRRGVDQGQRQWDULII EDUULHUV FRQVWLWXWHWKRVH
GHDOLQJZLWKUHJXODWRU\SUDFWLFHVERWKWDNHQWRJHWKHUIRUPWKHHQWLUHFRP
SOH[XQLYHUVHRIIUHHWUDGHDJUHHPHQWQHJRWLDWLRQV,QGLDGRHVQRWKDYH
DQ\VLJQLILFDQWIUHHWUDGHDJUHHPHQWVZLWKDQ\SURVSHURXVPDUNHWLQWKH
ZRUOGGXHWRWKHFRPSOH[PL[RIGRPHVWLFDQGJOREDOOREELHVLQIOXHQF
LQJHDFKRWKHU
,QGLDLVFRQVLGHUHGRQHRIWKHKLJKHVWWDULIIQDWLRQVRQWKHZRUOGWUDGH
WDEOHZLWKVRPHIRUWKHPRVWFRPSOLFDWHGDQGRIWHQUHSHWLWLYHUHJXODWR
U\SUDFWLFHVDQGFRPSOLDQFHV$WHOHFRPLQIUDVWUXFWXUHHTXLSPHQWQRW
FXUUHQWO\PDQXIDFWXUHGLQWKHFRXQWU\ZKHQLPSRUWHGPD\KDYHWRXQGHU
JRDFRPSOLDQFHDQGVDIHW\WHVWLQPXOWLSOHODEVDURXQGWKHFRXQWU\EHIRUH
LWFDQEHFHUWLILHGILWIRUXVH0RVWRIWKHODEVZRXOGEHJXLGHGE\WKHLU
RZQUHJXODWRU\SUDFWLFHVDQGZLOOKDYHVHSDUDWHFOHDUDQFHWLPHOLQHV/DERU
ODZVDQGODQGDFTXLVLWLRQLQYHVWPHQWJXDUDQWHHDUHRWKHUNH\IDFWRUV
ZKLFKLPSDFWWKHVHQWLPHQWV7KLVEULQJVRQHEDFNWR,QGLDDQG9LHWQDP
ERWKRIZKLFKDUHRQGLIIHUHQWWUDMHFWRULHVRQWKHWUDGHIURQW+RZHYHU
WKH\DUHH[WUHPHO\LPSRUWDQWIRUHDFKRWKHULQWKHVWUDWHJLF,QGR3DFLILF
5HJLRQ,QGLDUHIHUUHGWRLQFUHDVLQJPXWXDOWUDGHZLWK9LHWQDPIURP
EQLQWRLQDQGUHLWHUDWHGWKHQHHGWRSURPRWHUHVLOLHQW
UHOLDEOHDQGWUXVWHGVXSSO\FKDLQVEXWZLWKDQRWUDGHDJUHHPHQWLQSODFH
LWZRXOGEHDWRXJKWDVN
7KHZULWHULVDSROLF\DQDO\VW7KHYLHZVH[SUHVVHGDUHSHUVRQDO

*UHHQVKRRWVIRUDJUL
VHFWRUZLWK1(3
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7KH*RYHUQPHQWPXVWWDNHVWHSVWRLQLWLDWHDQGLQWHJUDWHDJULFXOWXUDO
HGXFDWLRQLQPLGGOHDQGVHQLRUVHFRQGDU\VFKRROVDFURVVWKHFRXQWU\
he holistic, inclusive, flexible and
multidisciplinary approach adopted by the Government towards the
formulation and implementation
of the National Education policy (NEP)
2020, has raised the expectations of all the
stakeholders. The aim of the NEP is to bring
the next generations of our students at par
with international standards by making
them globally competitive and stop the outflow of creamy layer of Indian students to
universities in developed countries. The
reforms suggested are expected to transform India into a "global knowledge power
— the Vishwa Guru" as envisaged by the
Prime minister,Narendra Modi.
The new policy talks about establishing a single regulator for higher education
in the form of National Research
Foundation which would ensure funding
for outstanding peer-review research and
to actively promote research in universities
and colleges. The Higher Education
Institutions (HEIs) should be governed by
highly qualified independent boards having academic and administrative autonomy who would ensure the appointment of
competent and experienced faculty and fill
up institutional positions on merit.
Agriculture plays a crucial role in feeding the masses and providing employment
to a large section of Indian population. But
unfortunately, the NEP has no specific
mention about agricultural education per
se. It mentions "show the way to reform and
re-engineer India's agriculture education
system in conjunction with the systems for
other branches of education, especially such
that it can deliver high-quality higher education, with equity and inclusion".
Taking notice of this omission, a group
of more than 60 eminent scientists, professionals, education and policy related
experts from India and abroad, representing the newly formed "Indian Agriculture
Advancement Group International (IAAG),
organized an international webinar to
discuss about the need for an orientation
and reforms in India's agricultural education system in order to make it relevant,
efficient and effective in line with NEP.
The convener of IAAG International,
Ramesh Deshpande, submitted the report
"Re-engineering India's Agricultural
Education" prepared by the PM's group.
The report stated that India has a robust
Agricultural Education System comprising
of 73 agricultural universities- State
Agricultural Universities (SAUs) — 62,
Deemed Universities — 5, Central
Agricultural Universities — 2 and Central
Universities with agricultural faculties- 4.
Unfortunately, they are being badly managed with outdated curriculum and working with the mindset of the early 1990s
when Green Revolution started waning
away and agriculture growth became sluggish. At present, the SAUs are facing a range
of challenges in terms of governance with
little or no autonomy for the Vice
Chancellors, frequent and unnecessary
interventions by government officials and
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Chairman, Panwar
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politicians, lack of meritocracy in
education, limited Nation-State
coordination, disconnect between
research, extension and education,
inadequate investment and imbalance in resource allocation, lack or
slow implementation of reforms and
above all outdated curriculum and
infrastructure and no accountability of faculty performance in timebound promotions.
While appreciating the positive
steps taken by the Indian Council
of Agricultural Research (ICAR) for
implementation of some recommendations of the NEP, the IAAG
members feel much more needs to
be done. Firstly, the role of ICAR
should be explicitly defined and
delineated under the NEP. There
should be a strong ICAR/DARE system with the creation of an independent "National Agricultural
Education Council" as an apex
body to monitor, coordinate and
have an oversight function at the
national level. Secondly, effective
steps need to be taken to evolve a
mechanism and ways to initiate and
integrate agricultural education in
middle and senior secondary
schools. Thirdly, SAUs need to aim
for excellence through diversification and making the course curriculum more relevant and flexible and
ensuring faculty to generate
resources by competing for external
grants thus reducing the dependence on public funds. Fourthly, create a "National Agricultural
Research and Innovation Fund"
with an initial allocation of C1,000
crore under ICAR.
Fifthly,
the National
Agriculture Research and Extension
System (NARES) must integrate
Science Social Responsibility with
Corporate Social Responsibility
leading to effective Public Private
Partnership (PPP). It must enhance
the complementarity of ICAR institutes and SAUs in different agri-

ecosystems to be more 'vocal for
local' and double the farmer's
income while meeting the
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) by 2030. It must create a
"National Mission on Youth" to
motivate and attract youth in agriculture to act as technology agents,
extension service providers and
successful entrepreneurs. Sixthly,
steps should be taken to transform
the Land Grant University System
into
the
world
class
Multidisciplinary Education and
Research Universities (MERU) with
the flexibility for the entry-exit system and to embrace non-formal
vocational education for needed
professionalism and skill development in agriculture. This system is
working effectively in the US from
where we adopted the Land Grant
University System. The universities
in the US enjoy direct linkages with
Community Colleges which offer
two-year Associate Degrees with
provision of flexible entry and exit
and vertical mobility by way of
transfer of credits to four-year colleges and universities. Students
coming from underprivileged and
low-income groups are taking
advantage of this system to join the
otherwise very costly mainstream
education in the US. The same system can be introduced through
community colleges in India which
can offer one-year or two-year
Diploma courses with the provision
of transfer of credits to agricultural and horticultural universities.
Similar views emerged in the
recently concluded meeting of the
Dean's Committee constituted by
the ICAR at CSR Himachal Pradesh
Agriculture University, Palampur,
attended by the Vice-Chancellors
and Deans of Agricultural
Universities of the region. Dr Tej
Partap, Vice-Chancellor, GB Pant
University of Agriculture and
Technology, Uttrarakhand and

Chairman of the Committee, admitted that at present admissions in
farm universities are not as per the
needs and are unable to serve the
purpose as many students who are
passing out are not joining the farm
sector. There is a need to frame
guidelines to introduce the component of entrepreneurship in the curriculum. Dr Partap said that "fundamental changes had been proposed in the National Education
Policy but the ICAR had left it to
farm universities to restructure the
course and curriculum. Efforts
should be made to increase the
component of practicals in undergraduate programmes and
Postgraduate courses would also be
restructured in a similar manner.
Farm universities should structure
one-year certificate courses leading
to two-year diploma courses,he
suggested. Dr HK Chaudhary, ViceChancellor of the host university,
suggested widening the horizon of
farm education by allowing freedom
to choose subjects, multi-disciplinary approaches and introducingfarm education at school level.
CSK University, Palampur, had
moved fast to adopt and implement
key recommendations of the NEP
by increasing the intake of various
UG and PG programmes, digitisation, smart classrooms and use of
sophisticated new age technology",
he added.
The agriculture sector in India
is passing through a sensitive and
critical phase. The country has
faced one of the longest farmers' agitations because farming has become
uneconomical due to fragmentation
of farm holdings and imbalance
between the input and output ratio
of farm economics. Consequently,
the rural youth have lost interest in
the profession of farming. Hence, an
effective strategy needs to be worked
out to revive the farm sector at the
earliest.
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he fifth round of the
National Family Health
Survey (NFHS-5) data
depicts a holistic picture of
India's health status thereby
giving us some reasons to celebrate and others to think. Data
on India's nutritional status
highlights the triple burden of
malnutrition (undernutrition,
micronutrient deficiencies, and
obesity) faced by the country
even before the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic. As
required, the focus for the
past year and a half was on the
immediate threat of the virus
followed by immunizing the
population. India now enters a
new phase wherein true
resilient recovery can only take
place if we pledge to focus on
nutrition, especially of the
young population collectively.
The second phase of
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NFHS-5 conducted in 20192021, shows that the percentage of children who are stunted, wasted and underweight
has gone down only marginally. There is, however, a slight
increase in the percentage of
severely wasted and overweight
children.
Concomitantly, there has been
a steep increase in anaemia
among all age groups. The percentage of overweight or obese
(BMI —25.0 kg/m2) women
and men between ages 15-49
has also increased.
The Comprehensive
National Nutrition Survey for
2016-2018 reveals that every
second Indian adolescent suffers from some form of malnutrition. About a quarter of
adolescents are thin for their
age while five per cent are
overweight (BMI-for-age >+1

SD). Under half of preschoolers, a fourth of school-age children, and close to a third of
adolescents were anaemic.
An often-overlooked
aspect of malnutrition is the
lack of proper dietary habits.
Lack of adequate knowledge
and awareness about healthy
food choices, poor diet diversity, and emphasis on high fat,
sugar, salt (HFSS) foods have
a dire impact on the nutritional status. The existing underlying nutritional challenges have
been further exacerbated with
the collateral impact of the fight

against COVID-19. With the
disruption in food and nutrition services such as in
Integrated Child Development
Services (ICDS) and mid-day
meal (MDM) and Weekly Iron
Folic Acid Supplementation
(WIFS) in schools, the malnutrition challenge has further
been compounded. The prolonged closure of schools and
extended online classes has not
only impacted eating habits but
also decreased the physical
activity levels of children,
increasing the susceptibility to
obesity.
Micronutrient deficiency
during early childhood can
often transverse into adolescence which if not addressed
can lead to long-term effects on
health, cognition, education,
and productivity. Hence, adolescence can be considered as

a second window of opportunity to improve the nutritional status of the individual.
India is home to almost a fifth
of the global adolescent (10-19
years) population. Nutritional
requirements increase substantially and peak during this
period with a 15-25 per cent
increase in height, attainment
of 40-60 per cent of peak bone
mass, and up to 50 per cent of
adult body weight — as well as
blood loss due to the onset of
menstruation among girls.
Adopting a lifecycle
approach, by ensuring good
nutrition to our children and
adolescents will go a long way
in ensuring the good health of
future generations.
To strengthen the health of
the future of the country, we
need to ensure the optimal
nutritional and health status of

our children and young people today. To understand the
state of nutrition in different
population segments and the
target areas which need to be
focused on for effective, immediate as well as sustained interventions, research in the form
of a rapid assessment should
be conducted.
Dietary factors are associated with increased risk of
chronic diseases and undernutrition, national and international dietary guidelines recommend improving the diversity of diet to achieve a balanced diet. This requires that
the macro and micronutrients
requirement and sources, are
understood and accessible by
all, especially growing children
and adolescents. By enabling
and empowering the present
and future generation through

the access and knowledge of a
healthy diet and its sources,
India enables subsequent economic and development goals
as well.
Given the scale and size of
India, in order to achieve this
goal, all stakeholders must
take conscious measures.
Public-private partnerships
across sectors can enable congruence of efforts toward common goals to address malnutrition and boost immunity.
Food technology and logistics
expertise of the private sector
can be leveraged to strengthen and scale-up government
initiatives like Poshan
Abhiyaan and Anemia Mukt
Bharat. Convergence of efforts
would enable the maximization of impact while optimizing resources across nutritional outcomes for India.
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monument at a Hong
Kong university that was

A

the best-known public remembrance of the Tiananmen
Square massacre on Chinese
soil was removed early

Thursday, wiping out the city’s
last place of public commemoration of the bloody 1989
crackdown. For some at the
University of Hong Kong, the
move reflected the erosion of
the relative freedoms they have
enjoyed compared to mainland
China.
The 8-meter (26-foot) -tall
Pillar of Shame, which depicts
50 torn and twisted bodies
piled on top of each other, was
made by Danish sculptor Jens
Galschioet to symbolize the
lives lost during the military
crackdown on pro-democracy
protesters in Beijing’s
Tiananmen Square on June 4,
1989.”
They are sending a signal
to the students that it is over
with the (Hong Kong) democracy movement and that it is
over with free speech in Hong
Kong,” Galschioet said of the
monument’s removal.The university said it asked that the

?dcX]daVTbFTbcc^
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MOSCOW:
Russian
President Vladimir Putin urged
the West on Thursday to
“immediately” meet Russia’s
demand for security guarantees
precluding NATO’s expansion
to Ukraine and the deployment
of the military alliance’s
weapons there. Speaking during a marathon annual news
conference, the Russian leader
welcomed talks with the US
that are set to start in Geneva
next month, but sternly warned
that Moscow expects the discussion to produce quick
results. “We have clearly and
precisely let them know that
any further NATO expansion
eastward is unacceptable,”
Putin said.
AP

sculpture, which had been
standing on its campus for
more than two decades, be put
in storage because it could
pose “legal risks.” “No party has
ever obtained any approval
from the university to display
the statue on campus, and the
university has the right to take
appropriate actions to handle it

at any time,” it said in a statement after its removal. Each
year on June 4, members of the
now-defunct student union
would wash the statue to commemorate the massacre. The
city, together with Macao, were
the only places on Chinese soil
where commemorations of the
crackdown were allowed.
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t happened in dead of night.
IHong
Workers at University of
Kong put up barriers that
largely blocked their activity
from view and, over next several hours, took down towering
“Pillar of Shame” and carted it
away early Thursday in a container truck.
The 8-meter (26-foot) -tall
sculpture, which was taken
away in parts, remembered
victims of China’s 1989 crackdown on pro-democracy
protests at Beijing’s Tiananmen
Square.
Its removal is testament to
the ruling Communist Party’s
efforts to erase bloody events of
that day from public consciousness. It also comes as
party snuffs out democratic
challenges in Hong Kong to its
rule. Together they signal different future that lies ahead for
city of 7.4 million people.
WHAT IS THE “PILLAR
OF SHAME”?
There is more than one
Pillar of Shame, It is a series of
works by Danish sculptor Jens
Galschioet, all same height
and typically made of bronze,
copper and concrete. They

have been erected in Hong
Kong, Mexico and Brazil, and
are designed to remind people
of events to ensure they don’t
happen again. The one in
Hong Kong, which marks
Tiananmen crackdown, depicts
a mass of torn and twisted bodies in a tall pile. Galschioet has
said bodies symbolize devaluation of individual, and sculpture expresses pain and despair
of what happened. It was erected in Hong Kong in 1997 during an annual candlelight vigil
to commemorate event.
The text at base of sculpture reads, “The old cannot kill
young” in English and Chinese.
Later, the Pillar of Shame was
exhibited at several universities
in city before being placed at
University of Hong Kong on a
long-term basis.
WHY WAS THE SCULPTURE IMPORTANT?
China’s Communist Party
has worked hard to scrub the
June 4, 1989, Tiananmen crackdown from history on the
mainland. Authorities don’t
allow any memorial and even
whisk dissidents out of town so
they can’t organize any commemoration around the
anniversary.
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he
World
Health
Organization chief warned
Wednesday that the rush in
wealthy countries to roll out
additional Covid vaccine doses
was deepening the inequity in
access to jabs that is prolonging the pandemic.
WHO Director-General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
insisted that the priority must
remain to get vaccines to vulnerable people everywhere
rather than giving additional
doses to the already vaccinated.
"No country can boost its
way out of the pandemic," he
told reporters.The UN health
agency has long decried the
glaring inequity in access to
Covid vaccines.
Allowing Covid to spread
unabated in some places dramatically increases the chance
of new, more dangerous variants emerging, it argues.
"Blanket booster programmes are likely to prolong
the pandemic, rather than ending it, by diverting supply to
countries that already have
high levels of vaccination coverage, giving the virus more
opportunity to spread and
mutate," WHO DirectorGeneral Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus told reporters.
Months ago, Tedros called
in vain for a moratorium on
booster doses to vaccinated,
healthy people until at least 40
percent of people in all countries had received a first jab.
He pointed out Wednesday
that while enough vaccines
had been given to people globally this year to reach that target, distortions in global supply meant that only half the
world's countries had done so.
According to UN figures, about
67 percent of people in high-
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United Nations: The UN
Security Council on Wednesday
unanimously adopted a USproposed resolution to help
humanitarian aid reach desperate Afghans, while seeking to
keep funds out of Taliban hands.
The resolution -- a first
step by UN after months of
wrangling over how to avert a
humanitarian catastrophe amid
economic meltdown in
Afghanistan -- was welcomed by
Islamists as a "good step." Since
the Taliban swept back to power
in August, billions of dollars in
aid and assets have been frozen

by West in what UN has
described as an "unprecedented
fiscal shock" to aid-dependent
Afghan economy. For months
now, observers have been warning that millions face a choice
between starvation or migration
during a combined food, fuel
and cash crisis throughout the
bitter winter.
The Security Council resolution allows aid to flow into
country for one year without
violating international sanctions
aimed at isolating Taliban,
whose regime is not recognized
by international community.
"We appreciate it (as) it can
help Afghanistan's economic
situation," Taliban spokesman
Zabihullah Mujahid said, adding
he hoped international community would also "speed up"
removal of crippling economic
and banking sanctions imposed
on entities linked to the group.
US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said that "UN
sanctions are an important tool
to respond to threats and human
rights abuses, but we must make
sure these sanctions do not hinder delivery of urgently needed
aid."
The United States also
announced additional steps on
Wednesday easing sanctions
against Taliban to allow aid,
updating guidance to make clear
that exports of goods and cash
transfers are allowed as long as
they do not go to individuals targeted by US sanctions. AFP

income countries have had at
least one vaccine dose -- but
not even 10 percent in lowincome countries. "It's frankly
difficult to understand how a
year since the first vaccines
were administered, three in
four health workers in Africa
remain unvaccinated," said
Tedros.
Omicron in 106 countries
His comments came as the
Omicron variant's lightning
dash around the globe since it
was first detected in South
Africa last month dampened
hopes the worst of the pandemic was over.
The new variant is spreading at unprecedented speed
and has already been detected
in 106 countries, the WHO
said.Early data indicates that it
could be better at dodging
some vaccine protections,
spurring the rush to provide
boosters. But Tedros insisted
Wednesday that "the vaccines
we have remain effective
against both the Delta and
Omicron variants."
"It's important to remember that the vast majority of
hospitalisations and deaths are
in unvaccinated people, not unboosted people," he said.
The WHO's Strategic
Advisory Group of Experts
(SAGE) on Immunisation also
recommended Wednesday
against blanket booster programmes, insisting additional
doses should be "targeted to the
population groups at highest
risk of serious disease and
those necessary to protect the
health system".
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adagascar’s police minister and an air force
M
mechanic succeeded in swimming for 12 hours to safety
after their helicopter crashed in
the Indian Ocean.
Gen. Serge Gellé, 57, the
Secretar y of State for
Gendarmerie, was discovered
in water by a fisherman in a
canoe who brought him to
shore, according to officials.
Another passenger, Chief
Warrant Officer Jimmy
Laitsara, also swam to the
beach at Mahambo.
“My turn to die has not yet
come, thank God. I’m well. I’m
just cold,” said Gelle in a video
posted to Twitter by
Madagascar’s defense ministry.
“But I’m sad because I don’t
know if my friends are alive.”
Gelle appeared on a lounge
chair, still in his military camouflage, his hands pale and
wrinkled by the water and the
cold. “There were four of us in
aircraft. I was seated behind
pilot,” he said of Monday
evening crash.
“Not having a life jacket,
I unfastened the seat and used
it as a buoy. I stayed calm and
took off anything heavy I was
carrying like my boots and
belt. I did everything to stay
alive,” he said.
Gelle said he expected to
be back at work in 24 hours
and said that he lost his cell
phone in the crash.
On Wednesday afternoon,
rescue workers recovered the
body of Col. Olivier
Andrianambinina, director of
security for the prime minister. The pilot remains missing.

\^]Th(

=4F34;78k5A830H k3424<14A!#!!

<0A:4CBA0;;H

:_gVde`cdcZTYVcSj`gVc
C)&)]R\YTcZ_$URjd

New Delhi: Investors' wealth has soared by
C8,58,979.67 crore in three days of market rally,
with domestic bourses climbing in tandem with
global equities amid abating concerns over the
economic impact of the Omicron variant.
The 30-share BSE benchmark Sensex
jumped 384.72 points or 0.68 per cent to close
at 57,315.28 on Thursday. During the day, it
gained 559.96 points to 57,490.52.
In three days, the index has gained 1,493.27
points.
The market capitalisation of BSE-listed
companies has rallied by C8,58,979.67 crore to
stand at C2,61,16,560.72 crore.
"Domestic bourses continued to trade firm mirroring an upbeat mood in the global markets led
by gains in realty, financials and IT stocks, while
broader markets strengthened," said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit Financial Services.
PowerGrid was the biggest gainer among
the Sensex constituents on Thursday, gaining
3.40 per cent, followed by ITC, Bajaj Finance,
Infosys and NTPC.
"Markets inched further higher and ended
in the green for the third successive session,
tracking firm global markets. After the initial
uptick, the benchmark remained range bound

till the end, however movement across sectors
kept the participants busy," said Ajit Mishra, VP
- Research, Religare Broking Ltd.
PTI
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Mumbai: Rising for the sixth straight session,
the rupee climbed 28 paise to close at 75.26
against the US dollar on Thursday as abating
concerns over the Omicron variant improved
risk appetite globally. At the interbank forex
market, the local unit opened at 75.43 against
the greenback and witnessed an intra-day high
of 75.22 and a low of 75.44.
On Wednesday, the rupee had appreciated by 5 paise to close at 75.54 against the US
dollar.
Meanwhile, the dollar index, which
measures the greenback's strength against the
basket of six currencies, rose 0.03 per cent to
96.10. Brent crude futures, the global oil
benchmark, fell 0.20 per cent to USD 75.14 per
barrel. Foreign institutional investors remained
net sellers in the capital market on Wednesday,
as they offloaded shares worth C827.26
crore,as per stock exchange data.
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elecom regulator on Thursday extended till January 10 next year the timeT
line for submission of written comments
on its recently-floated discussion paper
related to spectrum auction across various bands, including 5G.
The deadline for written comments,
which was earlier set for December 28,
2021, has been extended after requests
from stakeholders for more time, the
Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
(Trai) said in a statement.
"TRAI had released a consultation
paper on 'Auction of Spectrum in frequency bands identified for IMT/5G' on
November 30, 2021," the regulator added.
The last date for receiving written
comments on the issues raised in the consultation paper from the stakeholders was
earlier fixed for December 28, 2021, and
for counter comments, it was January 11,
2022.
"Keeping in view the requests of
stakeholders for extension of time for submission of comments, it has been decided to extend the last date for submission
of written comments and counter com-
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New Delhi: Markets regulator Sebi has restruc- by IIM Ahmedabad professor and former
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its three advisory committees pertaining whole-time member of Sebi, Jayanth R Varma.
Other members of the panel include
to the secondary market, mutual funds, and corbd__[h)5030
Dhiraj Relli, MD and CEO of HDFC Securities;
porate bonds and securitisation.
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Rejigging its secondary market committee,
Sebi has listed Zerodha's co-founder and chief
executive officer (CEO) Nithin Kamath among
the new inductees in the 17-member panel, latest information on the regulator's website
showed.
The advisory committee will now be
chaired by Madhabi Puri Buch, ex-whole time
member of Sebi. The panel was earlier headed

Kaku Nakhate, President and Country Head
India at Bank of America; Naresh Yadav, MD
and CEO of SBICAP Securities; and Leo Puri,
Chairman, JP Morgan, South and Southeast
Asia.
The panel advises the regulator on matters
related to the secondary market, including suggesting steps to improve market safety, efficiency
and transparency.
PTI

ments up to 10 January 2022, and 24
January 2022, respectively," Trai said.
No further requests for extension will
be considered, it asserted.
Last month, Trai had released a
detailed consultation paper to discuss
threadbare the modalities for auction of
spectrum across multiple bands, including pricing, and other conditions -preparing the groundwork for 5G auctions slated for next year.
Trai's comprehensive consultation
paper touches upon crucial aspects like
valuation and reserve price of spectrum,
including 5G, quantum of the spectrum,
block size, eligibility conditions for participation in the auction, roll-out obligations, and surrender of the spectrum.
Norms will also be worked out for
new frequencies such as 526-698 MHz
and millimetre band, that is 24.25 - 28.5,
in addition to bands such as 700 MHz,
800 MHz, 900 MHz, 1800 MHz, 2100
MHz, 2300 MHz, 2500 MHz, 3300-3670
MHz.
The telecom industry has repeatedly expressed concerns over high spectrum
pricing and is hopeful of a rehaul in valuation methodologies.

New Delhi: India’s apex organisation
of engineers the Institution of
Engineers (India) will demand the
implementation of the Engineers
Bills, which has been hanging fire for
about two decades. The issue would
be the main agenda of the meeting
during the 36th Indian Engineering
Congress - Centenary Celebration
being organized on December 26-28,
in the national Capital. The Indian
Engineering Congress will be inaugurated by Dr Mahendra Nath
Pandey, Minister of Heavy Industries,
and the Valedictory address will be
delivered by Dharmendra Pradhan,
Minister
of
Education,
Skill
Development
and
Entrepreneurship.
Addressing the media, Dr HR P
Yadav, Director, HQ-Cell, Institution
of Engineers (India) said that they
have been pushing the Engineers
Bill since 2000. “At present India has
act for lawyers, doctors, architects,
medical professionals, and others but
not for engineers to regulate their
activities. They don’t have institutions
like medical professionals have like
Medical Council of India has to regulate them. If we have Engineers Act,
the IEI can be given the mandate to

regulate all engineers under its
umbrella,” he said.
Themed as “Engineers for Viable
Technology and $ 5 Trillion
Economy”, the 3-day event would witness participation of top-notch engineers from India and abroad and two
union ministers. The congress also
includes one technical meet of the
World Federation of Engineering
Organisation Committee on engineering for Communication and
Information (WFEO-CIC), where
participants from different countries
are expected to take part.
Dr. Yadav said that in the year
2007, a draft engineers bill was submitted to the MHRD with the signature of the then power secretary RV
Shahi who was given the responsibility
of drafting the engineers bill.
“Then RN Rajpoot represented
the IEI committee. Following this,
AICTE was given the mandate by the
MHRD, which constituted a drafting
committee headed by Prof. Anand,
director IIT Madras. It drafted a professional engineers bill in 2019 and it
was submitted to MHRD for consideration and since then this has been
lying with the Ministry and there is
no progress,” he added.
PNS
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New Delhi: The Federation of
Indian Export Organisations
(FIEO) on Thursday said taking a conservative approach, it
will aim for USD 460-475 billion exports in the next fiscal
year due to emergence of new
variants of coronavirus and
the existing supply side challenges.
During 2021-22, exports
are expected to reach USD
400 billion, FIEO President A
Sakthivel said.
He said

the spectacular increase in
global trade by about 22 per
cent, buoyed by high prices of
commodities, as witnessed in
2021 will not be there to provide the tailwind to India's
exports.
Much will also depend on
whether the world would be
able to contain Covid-19
through massive vaccination
across the globe and be able to
create the required vaccine
manufacturing capacity.

"Looking into the emergence of the new variants and
supply side challenges at this
point of time, we would like to
be a little conservative and
will aim for an export of USD
460-475 billion during the next
fiscal," he added.
He also expressed hope
that the global consumption
would go up substantially in
2022, albeit the pandemic is
controlled.
"The
good thing with our exports

has been a very balanced
growth across sectors both in
traditional exports as well as
sunrise sectors of exports during the current fiscal.
"We are hopeful that the
same trend will continue particularly as the order booking
position of all exporters is
extremely encouraging and
China plus one policy
of global companies is definitely helping our exports," he
added.
PTI
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ince Christmas is almost here, and with it the year end vibes are raining on
us, it’s time to look for presents under the Christmas tree. And we’re aware
you are more worried about what to gift to your loved ones. No sweat! The
elves are here to the rescue.
Below is an elaborate list of gifts from face-care to winter clothing that
you can select from:

S

Brand name – Simply Nam
Product name – Golden Hour and Juicy
Product description — Golden Hour
is a tinted gloss with an oil-like texture,
naturally making your lips firmer and
fuller over time
Juicy is a lip gloss with an oil-like
texture, which gives a lovely shine
while deeply moisturising and hydrating your lips
Price – C999
Availability
–
https://www.simplynam.com/
Product name – Simply Nam UltraSoft Comfort Wear Matte Lipsticks
Product
description
–
Comfortable, hydrating, weightless, and
a perfect everyday lip colour, the collection leaves you feeling as if you are wearing nothing. This is a tribute to every
woman who inspires and leads the way
— leaving a mark on our lives, most subtly and humbly. The collection is available in shades of pinks, reds, and nudes
designed to perfection and to find the
perfect pair for one’s skin.
Price – C1299
Availability – https://www.simplynam.com/ and Sephora both in stores
and Online
Brand name – Arata
Product name – Moisture Rebalancing
Combo
Product description – This enriching
combo boosts your moisture barrier,
enhances vitamins A, C, and E, prevents

oxidative damage, and minimises pores
with the help of purifying Face Wash
and Green Tea Seed Serum. Together,
this dynamic duo cleanses and hydrates
your skin with pure, power-packed
extracts that give you dewy, moisturised, youthful skin.
Price – C1199
Availability – https://www.arata.in
Brand name – Kaya
Product name –
Kaya Super Hydrator and
Antox Vit C Formula
Product description
– Kaya’s Super Hydrator The hydrator gives your
skin up to 80 per cent
hydration boost and locks
hydration for 24 hours. It
leads to improved skin
texture and soft and supple skin. The Super
Hydrator is enriched with
colloidal oatmeal which is
clinically proven to replenish skin moisture, relieve dry skin, and increases overall skin repair capabilities. It is a powerful skin-soothing anti-irritant, reduces
redness to support an even and luminous tone. It also contains shea butter
which helps to give moisturized and
smooth skin feel and hyaluronic acid
which increases innate hydration and
youthfulness of the skin. The moisturelock technology prevents loss of water,
rendering hydrated and supple-looking
skin at all times. The formula is proven
to effectively lock in abundant hydration
deep within your skin, and continuously suffice the hydration needs of your
skin.
Antox Vit C Formula — It is a nonoily and easily absorbing anti-oxidant
gel, enriched with Vitamin C which is
known to counteract free radicals
responsible for premature skin aging.
Price – Hydrator: C650
Antox Vit C: C1,840
Availability – https://shop.kaya.in/

Brand name — Mary Cohr
Product name — Mary Cohr’s special
Winter Skincare Kit
Product description — Kick-start your
skin regime with their Hydrosmose
Mask that leaves your skin with a radiant complexion and hydrates it for that
flawless party look. Follow this up by
applying Hydrosmose Eye Contour to
get rid of fine lines and dark circles and
erase all signs of fatigue. Finally, treat
your skin with Hydrosmose Cellular
Moisturisation Cream to provide your
skin with a non-stop source of hydration all day long, and regain comfort and
softness. Be it gifting it to someone special or gifting it to yourself, this
Christmas hamper will bring joy to you.
Price — C
Availability—
https://marycohr.co.in/products/festive-combo

A

cent). The most searched items
were drill machines, inverters
with batteries, umbrellas, bathroom accessories, glue guns,
soldering irons, solar panel
battery, and washing machines.
Trends around decorating
household spaces and upgrading bathroom accessories were
observed as people engaged
themselves in indoor activities
to relieve themselves from the
fatigueness of work. This led to
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Brand name – United Colors of
Benetton
For Benetton menwear:
Product name – Red 100% Cotton
Hooded Sweater
Price – C

For Benetton menwear:
Product name – Social analog watch for men
Price — C7,995
For Benetton womenwear:
Product name — Signature analog watch for women and Iconic analog watch
Price — C3,995
Availability – On Flipkart exclusively and at select Timex world and
modern retails stores.

Brand name — Love Earth
Product name — Box 1 of Cocoa
Body Butter, Multipot and Reed
Diffuser-Jasmine
Price — C2,100
Availability— https://www.loveearth.in/

the surge of plant containers,
power and hand tool kits, cloth
dryer stands, power drills,
angle grinders, where some of
the top products were purchased under the home
improvement tool category.
Gardening emerged as one
of the popularly sought activity, thus planting and plant pot
decorations peaked the indoor
interior setup trends witnessing the sales of plant container, plant seed, plant sapling,
grass trimmer, hose pipe, and
soil manure. In the gardening
section alone, Flipkart
observed 60.91 per cent Y-OY growth. In this regard, the ecommerce marketplace made
an affordable collection of plant
seeds starting from C49.

Brand name – Burberry
Product name – BE 4344 and BE 4346
Product description –
BE 4344 - Monogram motif oversized square
frame sunglasses, garnet frames with gradient bordeaux lenses.
BE 4346 – Bio-acetate square frame sunglasses, antique yellow vintage check frames
with dark grey bio lenses.
Price – On request
Availability – Sunglass Hut
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7>DA

Brand name – United Colors of Benetton
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Product name —Men’s muffler
Price – C
Availability – In stores pan India
Brand name — Livpure Sleep
Product name — Livpure All-Weather
Comforter
Product description —
Finally when you are
hitting the bed after
the tiring Christmas
eve, you can get tucked
in the comfortable Ultra
soft All Weather
Reversible Comforter. It is
your perfect companion as you snuggle

/067A6390/1616/<

For Benetton womenwear:
Product name – Sweater With Inlaid
Bears
Price – C
Product name — Round Purse With
Drawstring
Price – C
Availability –In stores pan India
in the coldest night. The comforter blanket is made using zero artificial chemicals to keep you safe while you
sleep. Made with ideal 200
GSM microfiber fillings, the
comforter provides a sound
sleep in winters as well as in
summers. The microfiber
comforter works best for
temperatures varying from
12-25o.
Price — C1,299
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fficacious actress, powerful
politician, a record holder
E
of being a six-time chief minister, a woman with a purpose
— Jayalalithaa, fondly known
as ‘Amma’ has been an inspiration to people across the world.
Envisioned by the director AL
Vijay, Zee Cinema is primed to
host the world television premiere of Thalaivi.
The film beautifully portrays Jayalalithaa’s fight for
self-respect as on every step she
is tested and challenged, and
yet keeps her head held high
bringing reforms that no one in
the history could. Kangana
dons the role rendering a powerful portrayal of Jayalalithaa,
who keeps rising like a phoenix
from the ashes. The film also
stars Arvind Swamy and

Bhagyashree in pivotal roles.
Talking about the film,
Ranaut shared, “Thalaivi was
definitely a life-changing experience for me as it was profuse
with learning. Portraying a
strong and inspiring personality like Jaya amma, was an
enriching experience. Among

one of the many hats that she
wore, Jaya amma was also a
trained Bharatanatyam dancer,
and a fabulous actress in mainstream cinema. She had a very
different physique as compared to mine. The storyline
follows from the time she was
16 up till she turned 42 that had
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square shaped sunglasses include the iconic golden Safety Pin hardware embedded with
the Medusa medallion.
VE4412 — Crafted for men, these 90’s
inspired sunglasses add to your everyday
glamour and the iconic Safety Pin temple celebrates the legendary Versace design in contemporary style.
Price – C18,690
Availability – Sunglass Hut

Brand name – Versace
Product name – VE4411 and VE4412
(Versace - His & Her Eyewear Collection for
the Festive and Wedding season in India)
Product description – VE4411 — Designed
for women, these stylish and oversized

Brand name — Inatur
Product name — Ayurvedic Wellness
Gift Box
Product description — Presented in
our chic, embossed gift box, our Quadro
of Inatur Ayurvedic oil. These oils are
enriched with Anti -Inflammatory
properties to relieve pain & aches.
Improves blood circulation, pacifies
unbalanced Dosha and improves quality of sleep. The Gift Box consists of
Neem oil 50ml Shirodhara Oil 50ml,
Kapooradi oil 50ml & Bhringraj Oil
50ml
Price — C
Availability — http://www.inatur.in/

<_S[T_g^bU]_TU\\Y^W
ll this time indoors has
encouraged people to
undertake home improvements
and other small crafts, construction projects as both creative/recreational and costsaving activities. They experimented and explored their
potential in diverse home activities that involve group engagements as part of the family and
skill-building activity, bringing
the DIY culture back to its
supreme.
Flipkart, India’s homegrown e-commerce marketplace, has observed a 56.62 per
cent year-on-year growth in
this particular segment. A large
part of the sale was witnessed
from cities and was majorly
driven by men (about 83 per

Brand name – Vogue Eyewear
Product name – VO4227S DECÒ and
VO4223S (for women)
Product description – VO4227S DECÒ —
Slightly oversize, and oh so trendy, this decò
inspired round metal frame raises the fashion status of an iconic retrò shape with fresh
attitude. And when it comes to the world of
fashion accessories, it has all the right credentials. From classic gold or silver frames
with an uber fashionable gold chain to modern rose gold or total black color options that
definitely make the latest cut, not to mention
an eye-catching new cast metal letter logo
temple with fine laser detailing, this look has
it all.
VO4223S — Life is too short to take style
too seriously – it’s time to lighten up and have
some fun! All about color and light, this contemporary design deconstructs the metal
framework of everyday urban style, contour-

ing glowing see-through nylon profiles and
feminine shading lenses with fine metal rims
and loads of allure. So whether you choose
to go chic in transparent pink & rose gold
with tri-gradient lenses or urban in transparent cherry & black or the classics, this look
is always totally in line with the latest fashion trends.
Price – On Request
Availability – Sunglass Hut
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to look absolutely convincing,
and there is a lot that went
behind transforming my body
in a way that would look like
hers. It was our director, Vijay
Sir, that made me believe that
I could do this and now that I
look back, I am only grateful to
have played this career-defining role.”
Commenting on her experience, Bhagyashree continued, “I feel that it is one of the
most difficult things in an
actor’s career to have to portray
someone in all authenticity, in
a manner that is convincing
enough for the audience to be
able to see the actor and the
person who is being showcased
as one and seeing Kangana
playing Jayalalithaaji’s character with such grace is truly

delightful. I am more than
happy to have chosen Thalaivi
as a project to come back on
screen after all these years as it
was a truly fulfilling and wholesome experience. It was an
absolute delight to work with
all of them are incredibly talented and we had so much to
learn from each other on the
sets of Thalaivi.”
Thalaivi is a story that
powerfully encapsulates the
spirit of Jayalalithaa, embarking on her inspirational journey
of being a successful actress to
one of the most influential
political figures in the history
of India.
(Catch the world television premiere of Thalaivi on
December 25 at 8 pm, only on
Zee Cinema.)

>5G31DG?=1>C81B5C
85BC53B5D
0RcaTbbI>4:A0E8CIfW^_[PhbBT[X]P:h[T
P]SWTaP[cTaTV^2Pcf^\P]X]<PccATTeTb³
U^acWR^\X]VQ[^RZQdbcTaCWT1Pc\P]^_T]TS
d_^]WTaaTbTPaRWc^WT[_PSSb^\TcWX]V
b_TRXP[c^WTa_TaU^a\P]RT
:aPeXcibWPaTS°FTfPcRWTSRPcbP]S
[X^]bP]SW^fcWThUXVWcP]SfTcP[ZTS
PQ^dcfWPcXbPRcdP[[h_^bbXQ[TfWT]
h^d³aT\hbXiT±
°FTSXSU[^^af^aZcWPcWPSSXUUTaT]c
\PacXP[PacbP]SRP_^TXaPP]SPZX]S^U
UT[X]TSP]RT[XZT\^eT\T]c±bWTPSSTS

=4F34;78k5A830H k3424<14A!#!!

US
Wcc_b)fffSPX[h_X^]TTaR^\eXePRXch

HZ_eVc
YRdT`^V

2WP]VTbX]51X]Sdbcah
$-,7 6+$+ GLVFXVVHVSRSXODUIRRGDQGGLQLQJWUHQGV
WKDWSHDNHGLQWKHSDVW\HDULQFOXGLQJPLQGIXOHDWLQJ
DQGH[SORUDWLRQRIFURVVFXOWXUDOFXLVLQHV
t has been more than a year since India's
Ichanged
first lockdown, and the pandemic has
the way we live and, of course, the

6$0((5 %$:$
GHVFULEHV'LWDVDVD
ILQHEDODQFHRI
OX[XU\DQG
VLPSOLFLW\LQLWV
JDVWURQRPLFGHOLJKWV

o you know what is better
than an elaborate and lazy
brunch under the winter
sun? One with a view of Qutab
Minar! Ditas located at the Chic
Ambawatta One complex is an
eclectic concept of an Al Fresco
dining restaurant by the day and
plush bar by night. The spacious
restrobar is built with stunning
mirrored ceilings and has a really energetic and vibrant outdoor
seating space surrounded by natural greenery and a spectacular
view of the Qutub. Offering world
cuisine, Ditas is the brainchild of
founder Udita Khaitan and it
radiates a fine balance of luxury
and simplicity in its gastronomic
delights.
I went in to try out the new
winter menu a couple of days ago
and we could not have chosen a
better day. The sun was out in full
glory and you could feel the
Christmas vibe in the air. Before
digging into the winter specials,
we started with the roasted cherry tomatoes and holy basil soup
served with herbed butter croutons. Soulful and comforting, it
helped warm up the proceedings
before we moved to the business
end of the meal. While we were at
it, a mystery Cocktail Chandelier
was requested for the table.
Basically, you had to select the
spirit of choice, and the resident
mixologist would whip up a mys-

D

tery cocktail using that spirit,
stick that up in a contraption that
looks like a chandelier that holds
multiple glasses and serve it to
your table with all the theatrics on
point. We want the F&B offering
at Ditas to touch all your senses
and they should not just enjoy the
taste of the food but equally love
the presentation as well, says
Udita.
For nibbles, we had savoury
filo cups done with sun dried
tomatoes, mushrooms, goat
cheese, caramelised onions and

capers. Went really well with my
gin cocktail. Also loved the sugarcane chicken skewers served
with the Thai sweet chilli dip. The
lamb hummus awarma that was
served with toasted pita was
expertly done and provided a
good contrast to the first two
preparations.
It was not time to move on to
something more substantial! The
Swiss two cheese fondue that
came next was exactly that and
much more. It was served with
Rosemary baby potatoes, french

beans, mushrooms, roasted broccoli, croutons, grapes, apples,
olives and lavaash. You could call
it a miniature version of a grazing
table and it really did hit the spot.
Also, I think you would agree that
with the pandemic looming in the
background, any preparation that
encourages community eating is
so endearing. In addition to the
fondue, we requested for the
Baked Mac & Cheese parmesan
crumble, a portion of peri peri
grilled chicken and Wine braised
lamb shanks. You can’t go wrong

with Mac & Cheese or grilled
chicken in winters but the object
of my affection was the lamb
shanks served on a bed of rosemary barley and kodo millet,
leeks ratatouille and jus. Excellent
meat preparation that would
nourish both your body and soul.
To culminate the lovely afternoon, we shared an assortment of
desserts and oh boy they really did
save the best for the last! All the
desserts that we tried Baked
Alaska bomb, Ditas Signature Hot
chocolate fudge and Drop it like its
hot were intricate yet delicious and
I promise you that anybody with
a sweet tooth would find the
dessert section difficult to resist.
The founder Udita who comes
with the pedigree of Le Cordon
Bleu has personally conceptualised the dessert menu and She
seems mike one person who is
always keen to innovate and take
things to the next level. It was difficult to choose a favourite but if
you put a gun to my head, I shall
choose the Ditas signature deconstructed Hot chocolate fudge done
with butterscotch ice cream, honeycomb, cocoa crumble and a
secret sauce done in-house.
Overall, it was lovely afternoon with friends around good
food and drinks. The staff at Ditas
is well trained and took good care
of our table. A dining experience
which left us satiated and happy!
Would I be back? Yes, for sure,
especially for the desserts.
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nd in a mere blink of an eye, we’ve
fast-forwarded to the end of yet
another challening year. But, I am
glad we are nearing the end, and excited
to welcome the new year with new resolutions and new opportunities. In the
past year, my food palette has evidently
expanded and I’m grateful to have trodden on this new path.
Christmas vibes are in the air and I
feel merry. I received, to mark the week
of the official festivities, a perfect food
package from Cafe Monique.
The boxes of happiness were blue and
white in colour, with blue ribbons waiting to be untied to reveal multitude macarons, called Les Macarons de Paris.
The founder of the online delivery

A

pattiserie, Shivan, had advised me to
refrigerate the food and take it out five
minutes prior to serve, so I did exactly
that. He mentioned that these were fresh

additions to their exclusive Christmas
menu.
The different hues of macarons gelled
together were soft as marshmellow, and
melted in the mouth. The texture was
smooth. Each one of the Christmas
macarons was double-flavoured.
The dake chocolate macaroons were
far ahead in the competition, taste-wise,
a lil too sweet though. You could taste the
sugar separately. The green ones tasted of
pistachio. So, micture of sweet and salty.
They rendered a sort-of earthy flavour.
The orange ones were softer still, breaks
when you pick one up. The orange
flavour was mixed with vanilla. Cream
was filled up between the sides.
My favourites were the brown and
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pink shaded macarons. The chocolare
and bubblegum flavours blended well to
produce a juicy and sweet after-taste.
La Buche de Noel — Myrtille &
Marron, or the Yule log happens to be a
traditional French Christmas dessert
which takes the shape of a piece of wood,
thus, literally, a log. It was gel-like on the
tongue, and had milk cookies attached on
the sides. The Yule log was an amalgamation of punchiness of blueberry with the
sweetness of chestnut. As Chef Maxime
explained, these are two traditional fruits
from the European hills. He explained the
story of how in the middle age, during the
longest night of winter, families would
burn a yule log and it would keep them
warm and unted together for a night.
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way we eat. In 2020, we saw restaurants close,
then open, and then close again, and we saw
culinary projects put on hold. But we also saw
a lot of resilience and innovation despite the
circumstances.
Evidently, Covid-19 pandemic has
changed the whole flavour of the restaurant
and food business since March, 2020.
Restaurants are now operating very differently than they used to. Additionally, there
has been a change in eating habits among
people which has led to the emergence of a
new set of food trends in 2021. These trends
are set to dominate the industry and equip
restaurants to stay ahead of the curve in the
coming years. Below are a few food trends
that have, in my experience, dominated the
F&B industry in 2021.
Mindful eating
With customers opting for more healthy,
sustainable and immunity boosting foods, the
year 2021 has seen a rise in popularity of such
concepts hitting the restaurant space.
Throughout the lockdown period, health was
a major concern among all age groups to protect themselves against the pandemic.
Moreover, a mindful diet is something
Indians have been focussing on. There has
been a transition in their eating habits from
staple foods, such as coarse cereals, to vegetable and animal-based proteins which contain healthy fats, fibres and antioxidants. In
my opinion, this trend is not going anywhere
anytime soon.
Veganism and vegetarianism
The influx of people joining the vegan
lifestyle is on the rise, and the abundance of
plant-based options on the market has
made the switch easier than ever. Plant-based
protein also made a statement last year and
many restaurants now have a separate plantbased menu for vegans. Chefs have also
become more creative with vegetables by
studying seasonal availability as well as
regions and cuisines around the world
where vegetables are the primary ingredients.
Having said that, not everyone is ready
or willing to make the switch to a total plantbased diet, which is why the trend of flexitarian eating is also on the rise. The concept
of being a flexitarian is simple: Meat becomes
a once-in-a-while or only-on-the-weekends
food rather than part of your regular meal
rotation.
Comfort food
Comfort food has been in high demand
since 2020. Whether due to nostalgia for better times or cost-cutting practices, people
have increasingly turned to familiar favorites
such as pizzas and burgers to ease their
minds. Starchy dishes that warm the soul and
nourish the body seem to resonate at a higher level.
Local and seasonal ingredients
2020 brought imports and international travel to a screeching halt, thus making us
rely on locally available options, especially
for food. Therefore, if there was ever a time
to go local, it is now. Imports of food items
has been steadily declining over the past few

uxe staycation | Christmas Carnival
| Lavish festive buffets
December brings along festive
cheer and joy. It truly is the best time
of the year, a time
when family and
friends
come
together to celebrate and create
unforgettable
memories. Enjoy
the festive spirit of
the season with us
across Roseate
Hotels & Resorts.
Experience the good cheer of the season - elegant Christmas décor, a funfilled Christmas Carnival, Chef ’s special festive cuisines and cocktails,
Christmas brunch & dinners, heartwarming spa treatments, and unforgettable bliss. After all, Christmas is not
just a season, it’s a feeling!
When: December 24-26, 11 am-8
pm
Where: Roseate House, New Delhi
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Buzz-less spirits
The non-alcoholic spirits category has
also gained popularity in 2021. The sobercurious Gen Z-ers have been experimenting
with this line-up of drinks that provides the
taste and sophistication of cocktails and spirits, without the buzz.
Local cuisines
Cuisines from lesser-known regions of
the country have been popular through 2021.
People have started seeing cultures more
holistically through food and have become
more excited by the wonderful flavours that
each local cuisine offers.
Cross-cultural cuisine
A huge food trend in 2021 has been
cross-cultural cuisine. Fusion dining is not
a new concept, but the time for creativity and
innovation in food has definitely arrived.
Fusions like Mexican-Korean, ChinesePeruvian and more are delicious and exciting.
Cloud kitchens
The growth of delivery and cloud
kitchens, which started in 2020, has continued to remain popular through 2021. This
is because cloud kitchens are better suited to
the needs of socially distanced customers
than traditional dine-in restaurants. It also
helps restaurants to minimise some costs,
such as rent and wait staff.
As 2021 comes to an end, I look forward
to more innovative food trends in the coming year. While it may feel overwhelming to
think about what comes next, we have
already made it through one of the most turbulent years in modern human history. The
F&B industry is bound to face its highs and
lows, but the beauty of the industry lies in
the fact that innovation can always push you
through any obstacles. At the end of the day,
all we, as industry leaders want, is for people to truly appreciate the joy of good food
and the special moments that come with it.
(The author is a partner at White
Panda Hospitality.)
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years and this year, our reliance on internationally produced fruits and vegetables has
significantly reduced as restaurants nationwide are relying more on seasonal ingredients and basing their menus around the
same.

20;>A84B3>=C2>D=C>=27A8BC<0BF8C78<?A4BB8>=B
here's a lot to enjoy
about the holiday
T
season, but one of the
best parts of all the festivities is getting to show
loved ones—both near
and far—that you're
thinking of them. And
what better way to do
that than with some
glaced
treats?
Impressions introduces a
batch of heavenly confections that run the gamut
of irresistible and arresting flavors, textures, and
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ornitos, this Christmas, has the
yummiest selection of snacks
C
that are not only perfect for your next
gathering but are also the right fit for
your gifting needs this holiday season.
Cornitos Cheese & Herbs Nachos
have a unique combination of ched-
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he party season is on, and the
Christmas vibes are all over us at
T
Sana-Di-Ge Delhi. At Sana Di Ge
Delhi , we believe in pandering to the
gastronomical connoisseur inside each
one of us by serving the most authentic coastal cuisine you can get in Delhi
NCR.
To make things easier for you, here’s
our curated menu from our celebrated
Chef Sukesh. Enjoy a perfect assortment
of south Indian delicacies in non-vegetarian set menu which includes Prawn
Chilli Fry ( prawns marinated with
Mangalorean spices), Fish Rawa Fry,
Chicken Ghee Roast, Denji Rasa, Prawn
Sukka, Anjal Curry ( Seer fish simmered
in Mangalorean spices with coconut
milk), Gosht Nalli Rogan Josh , assorted breads , coconut rice, Elaneer
Payasam , Gajar Ka Halwa. The vegetarians need not despair as the set menu
has very tempting Paneer Ghee Roast,
Lotus Stem Kalimirchi, Baby Corn
Butter Pepper Garlic, Drumstick Rasa,

shapes.
The Christmas hamper by Impressions can
be custom made with
any number and type of
the wholesome and delicious treats like strawberries dipped in choco-

late, chocolate barks,
cakesicles, hot chocolate
bombs, et al. These can
be packaged in any of the
hampers we offer from
the acrylic box or in a
tray alongside a floral
bouquet or in a basket
with a candle.
Price - Starting at
C500
Order
via
Instagram
https://instagram.com/i
mpressionsmumbai?igsh
id=1ste4826jfx9d

Mushroom Sukka, Phalguni Sazi,( fresh
green vegetables cooked with spices &
cream ), Assorted Breads, Dal Makhani,
Subzi Biryani , Elaneer Payasam ,
Gajar Ka Halwa. A complimentary Rum
plum cake is additional on all tables on
the Christmas Eve and for that
Christmas special brunch.
Live music is available alongwith
remarkable food on properly set table
for families and guests on the 24th Eve
and on 25th lunch and dinner. Come
relish our exquisitely set menu, glasses
of mulled wine, frolic and rhythm of
music and a great evening with friends.
When: December 24 - Dinner
only
December 25 – Lunch and Dinner
Where: 22/48, Commercial Centre
Malcha Marg, Chanakyapuri, New
Delh
Price: Vegetarian set menu - C1,899
+ taxes
Non vegetarian set enu - C 2,499 +
taxes

dar cheese and Italian herbs that gives
them a unique flavour. These are
gluten-free, cholesterol-free, made
with corn oil, and non-GMO.
What are you waiting for? Let
Cornitos take your holiday celebrations to the next level today!
Where: https://shop.cornitos.in/
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’Opéra is excited to welcome the
Magical Season by indulging in
L
the Christmas spirit at its outlets,
across Delhi NCR and
Dehradun, decorated for the
occasion and offering an impressive array of seasonal festive
products. L’Opéra is bringing
back its classic selection of products
encompassing Bûches (Yule log), Chocolates,
Panettone, Christmas Pudding, Biscuits, Plum Cake,
Alpine Nut Cake, Galette des Rois and other festive
specialities.“Christmas and New-Year celebrations are
also an occasion for us to remember those in the society who are less fortunate and to show our solidarity by supporting them” says, Kazem Samandari,
Laurent’s father and Executive Chairman of L’Opéra.
L’Opéra’s festive delicacies will be available in all its
outlets and online from late November onwards. They
are available for take-away and in-store consumption
as well as for online orders.
Price: C150 onwards
L’Opéra Christmas products can be ordered by
phone at +918800097255 or online at https://loperaindia.com/shop/.
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iddle-order
batter
Cheteshwar Pujara says
the current India batting line-up is experienced
enough to tackle lateral movement
on pace-friendly tracks in South
Africa and he has no doubt that
the team led by Virat Kohli will
deliver in the Rainbow nation.
Pujara said the recent overseas success has made India a confident unit and that will reflect in
the three-Test series, beginning
Sunday.
“When you are a visiting
team, you know that there is
pace and bounce and there is lateral movement and to face the fast
bowlers is always a big challenge
when you go out of India,” Pujara
said in a video posted by BCCI on
its twitter handle.

M

“This team has learnt that and
this is a much more balanced batting line-up and I think we will be

able to tackle that and with our
preparation I am very confident
we will put up a good show.”

Pujara also felt that the experience of having played in South
Africa will also stand them in
good stead.
“...Most of the (Indian) players have played in South Africa in
the past, it is an experienced side
and it terms of preparation, we
know what is expected from us.
“Most of the teams play well
in their home conditions and it’s
the same with the South African
team. They have one of the best
bowling line-ups and facing one
of the best fast bowlers has always
been challenging,” said the 33year-old from Rajkot.
India had retained the
Border-Gavaskar trophy after
beating Australia 2-1 in the fourmatch series early in the year.
Virat Kohli’s men also claimed
a 2-1 victory in the five-Test rubber in England before the fifth

Test was cancelled due to COVID19.
“Having done well in England
and Australia will make a big difference in this squad’s confidence
and self belief that we can win
overseas, we can win in any conditions,” Pujara said.
“And with our bowling and
batting line-up, I am very confident that we have the capacity to
win a series in South Africa.”
Pujara has lacked consistency since 2020 with his last century coming in January 2019 in
Australia. In the last 10 innings,
he has scored two fifties but
couldn’t convert them to big
scores.
The Indian batting mainstay
said he has better clarity now
about how to go about things,
having played in these conditions
here before.
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arnoor Singh struck a fine hundred
before the Indian bowlers ran
H
through the opposition to complete a
154-run rout of UAE in their opening U19 Asia Cup match here on Thursday.
Put in to bat, India put up 282 for
five, courtesy Harnoor’s 120 off 130 balls
and skipper Yash Dhull’s 63 off 68 balls.
Rajvardhan Hangargekar’s unbeaten 48
off 23 balls provided the final flourish.
UAE used as many as nine bowling
options at the ICC Academy Ground but
the move did not help their cause.
The home team’s batters came a
cropper against the Indian bowling line
up, folding up for 128 in 34.3 overs.
Hangargekar took three wickets for
India while Garv Sangwan, Vicky Oswal
and Kaushal Tamble took two each.
India next play arch-rivals Pakistan
on Saturday.
In the other matches played on
Thursday, Pakistan beat Afghanistan by
four wickets and Sri Lanka hammered
Kuwait by 274 runs.
The tournament is being played
ahead of the U-19 World Cup in the
West Indies next month.

In-form Saurashtra face uphill task against TN, Himachal hold edge over Services
?C8Q 908?DA

run into an equally dominant Tamil
Sslightaurashtra
Nadu, while Himachal Pradesh would have
upper hand against Services when they
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he talented Shubman Gill
said that given a choice he
would like to play for Kolkata
Knight Riders forever.
Gill, who is currently
nursing a shin injury which is
keeping him out of South
Africa tour, was released by the
KKR management, who
retained Andre Russell, Sunil
Narine, Venkatesh Iyer and
Varu Chakravarthy.
Once seen as KKR’s future
captain, the 22-year-old Indian
opener was among the likes of
Eoin Morgan, Dinesh Karthiik,
Rahul Tripathi and Nitish Rana
to be released.
“The kind of bond I have
with the KKR franchise is
something really special to
me,” Gill said in a short-film
titled ‘Love, Faith and Beyond’.
“Once you’re associated
with a franchise you would
want to carry on and play with
them forever... And if I would
be able to play in purple and
gold, I would play forever,” he
added.

T

Bought for Rs 1.8 crore
ahead of IPL 2018, a 18-yearold Gill rose to prominence
with KKR in the very first season where scored 203 runs in
13 matches at a strike-rate of
146.04.
But later on he drew flak
for his poor conversion rate
while his strike-rate too came
down as overall he has so far
played 58 matches for the franchise, scoring 1417 runs at a
strike rate of 123.00.
“Not every year you can
have all the best teammates or
all the best players or all your
best friends in one team.
Instead of cribbing about the
fact that we don’t have them we
should cherish the time that we
had with them,” Gill added.
The 11-minute short-film
is a KKR’s tribute to some of the
best and the brightest players
who were a part of the franchise.
“Ideally, there are so many
players you want to retain but
it just does not work that way,”
MD & CEO, KKR Venky
Mysore said.

face-off in the semfinals of the Vijay Hazare
Trophy here on Friday.
Both Saurashtra and TN made it to the last
four in convincing fashion. While the southern
outfit thrashed arch-rivals Karnataka by 151
runs, Saurashtra slayed Vidarbha by seven
wickets.
Services, on the other hand, decimated
Kerala to make it to the last four of the national ODI championship for the first time ever,
while Rishi Dhawan-led Himachal notched up
a five-wicket win over Uttar Pradesh the other
day.
For Saurashtra, their biggest asset is the form
of the middle-order comprising the experienced
Sheldon Jackson, Prerak Mankad and Arpit
Vasavada.
The trio can take any good attack apart on
their day, including Tamil Nadu’s strong and varied one.
Mankad (339 runs) would take a lot of confidence from his unbeaten match-winning 77 in
the quarter-final and would be keen to contin-

ue in the same vein.
The 35-year-old Jackson, who has 2,212 ‘List
A’ runs, holds the key and his performance could
eventually be the difference between the two
sides.
However, Saurashtra openers Vishwaraj

Jadeja and young Harvik Desai, would need to
get runs under their belt and would be eyeing
for a big knock in the crunch game.
Samarth Vyas and Chiraj Jani would also
need to play their parts as Saurashtra are unlikely to change a winning combination.
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ports Minister Anurag Thakur on
Thursday said that the World AntiDoping Agency has restored the accreditation of the National Dope Testing
Laboratory (NDTL), which was suspended in 2019 because of its failure to meet
global standards.
The NDTL is based in the national
capital. “National Dope Testing Laboratory
(NDTL) regains the World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) accreditation,” Thakur
posted on his official Twitter page.
“Restoration of accreditation is a
boost to India’s efforts to achieve the highest global standards of excellence in sport.

S

This is the result of untiring efforts by GOI
(Government of India),” he added.
India is currently third in the WADA’s
global list of dope violators led by Russia.

Their formidable bowling attack, led by
skipper Jaydev Unadkat, comprises young India
seamer Chetan Sakriya and the duo can wreak
havoc at the start and also at the death.
The spin duo of Dharmendrasinh Jadeja and
leggie Yuvraj Chudasma also need to bowl well
in tandem to stop marauding TN batters. Even
Chiraj Jani and Mankad’s contribution with the
ball will be handy.
For Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy champions
Tamil Nadu, the role of opener N Jagadeesan,
who hit a superb hundred in the quarters, would
be key and the start he provides with B
Aparajith will have a say in the team’s fortunes.
Even the other batters including R Sai
Kishore, who was promoted up the order, skipper Dinesh Karthik, the reliable Aparajith and
Baba Indrajith can tear into Saurashtra’s bowling and given the form they have been in, a big
score looks imminent.
Tamil Nadu has two other players, who can
change the match’s complexion in a jiffy -- the
burly M Shahrukh Khan, who has been making headlines, and all-rounder Vijay Shankar.
Shahrukh Khan was in devastating mood
against Karnataka and his blistering assault at
the death pounded the bowlers into submission
and he will look to make his presence felt again.
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“Last week in Parliament, we introduced ‘The National Anti-Doping Bill
2021’, which is another step in India’s quest
to become a sporting powerhouse,” Thakur
said referring to the legislation which give
the National Anti-Doping Agency
(NADA)powers to conduct raids to nab
dope offenders.
The suspension of the NDTL had prohibited it from carrying out any anti-doping activities, including all analysis of urine
and blood samples.
The WADA first suspended NDTL in
August 2019 for a period of six months and
extended the de-recognition period after
its inspections showed that non-conformities still existed.
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ricket Association for the
Blind in India (CABI) has
C
selected a 14-member squad for
the three-match ODI and T20
series against Bangladesh starting on Friday at Bhopal.
The captain of both squads
is Sunil Ramesh from Karnataka
while Deepak Malik from
Haryana will be his deputy.
The bilateral series, to end
on December 29, will be played
at Bhopal’s Faith Cricket Club.
The series will start with
T20 matches to be played on
December 24, 25 and 26 fol-

lowed by three ODIs on
December 27, 28 and 29, CABI
president Dr Mahantesh G
Kivadasannavar said in a release.
Teams:
India’s squad for 3 T20s:
B1 category: Kalpesh
Nimbadkar (Gujarat), Lalit
Meena (Rajasthan), A
Venkateswara Rao (Andhra
Pradesh), Om Prakash (Madhya
Pradesh), Praveen Kumar
Sharma (Haryana).
B2
category:
D
Venkateswara Rao (Andhra
Pradesh), A Maneesh (Kerala),
Irfan Diwan (Delhi), Nakul
Badanayaka (Odisha).
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lympic bronze winning Indian men’s
hockey team will end the year in third
O
spot, its highest-ever, as per the International
Hockey Federation (FIH) rankings released
on Thursday.
The Manpreet Singh-led Indian team
won the bronze in Tokyo Games earlier this
year to end a 41-year medal wait for the country. India, who finished third in the just-con-

cluded Asian Champions Trophy in Dhaka,
will end the year with 2296.038 points behind
Olympic champions Belgium and toppers
Australia. Australia have leapfrogged Belgium
in the latest chart following the Red Lions’
recent FIH Hockey Pro League draw and
defeat at the hands of the Netherlands.
Australia will close the year with
2642.25 points, just 10 points ahead of FIH
Hockey Pro League and Olympic champions Belgium, who have 2632.12.
The Asian Champions Trophy saw
various exchanges of ranking points
between the competing teams, although
there was little in terms of movement.
Champions South Korea remain 16th with
runners up Japan still in 17th position.
Fourth placed finishers Pakistan continue
to hold onto 18th place, while fifth placed
Bangladesh have dropped two places to 40.

omeback man Kidambi
Srikanth might clash with
C
Singapore’s Loh Kean Yew in a

rematch of their World
Championships final after being
drawn in the same half, while PV
Sindhu and Lakshya Sen received
easy draws in the Yonex-Sunrise
India Open 2022 to be held from
January 11 to 16.
Top seed Srikanth, who
regained his place in world’s top10, will open his campaign against
compatriot Siril Verma and is likely to get another chance to avenge
his loss against World champion
Loh Kean Yew as they are drawn
to clash in the semifinals.
Two-time Olympic medallist
PV Sindhu, seeded top, will hope
to lay claim on her first title of the

new year when she begins her
campaignagainst compatriot Sri
Krishna Priya Kudaravalli.
The26-year-old could face
Russian fifth seed Evgeniya
Kosetskaya in the last-8 stage.
Fans would be hoping for the
marquee all-India summit clash
between Sindhu and the former
World No. 1 Saina Nehwal, who
has also received a relatively tough
draw.
The London Olympics bronze
medallist and fourth seed Nehwal,
who endured a tough year plagued
with multiple injuries, is likely to
square off against seventh seed Iris
Wang of USA in the quarter-finals
and second seed Busanan
Ongbamrungphan in the semifinals. Organised by the
Badminton Association of India
(BAI), the USD 400,000 Super 500

event will kickstart the 2022 BWF
World Tour season.
In-form Sen, who claimed a
maiden bronze at the World
Championships, will start his
campaign against Adham Elgamal
of Egypt and could face compatri-

ot and World Championships
quarter-finalist HS Prannoy in the
quarterfinals.
Prannoy, who is making a
comeback after battling post
COVID after-affects, is set to
kickstart his challenge against

Spaniard Pablo Abian.
Second seed B Sai Praneeth,
who also had a tough 2021, would
also be looking to start the year on
a high as he opens against Spain’s
Luis Penalver in the opening
round. He could face Indonesia’s
Tommy Sugiarto in the quarterfinals.
Sixth seed Sameer Verma,
who had suffered a calf muscle
injury in Denmark, will also look
to go deep into the draw after starting his campaign against his elder
brother Sourabh.
India’s top men’s pairing of
Chirag Shetty and Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy, seeded second, will
open against compatriot Ravi and
Chirag Arora and are likely to
meet fourth seeded pair of Ben
Lane and Sean Vendy from
England in the Last-4 stage.
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arim Benzema struck two quick
goals to lead Real Madrid to a
K
2-1 win at Athletic Bilbao in a
Spanish league game missing several players because of coronavirus
infections.
Defending champion Atlético
Madrid slumped to a fourth consecutive league defeat after losing 2-1
at Granada, extending its worst
run in the competition since Diego
Simeone took charge a decade ago.
A total of 12 players between
Madrid and Bilbao missed the game
after testing positive for COVID-19.
That included Madrid midfielder
Luka Modric and Bilbao’s Unai
Simón, the goalkeeper for Spain’s
national side.

Benzema started the scoring for
the league leaders with a superb
strike four minutes into the match
at San Mamés. He struck again in
the seventh for his league-leading
15th goal of the season.
Oihan Sancet hit right back for
the hosts to close out a wild first 10
minutes of the game.
Iñaki Williams went close to
grabbing an equalizer with a halfhour to play, but a defense anchored
by Éder Militão held on to increase
Madrid’s lead to eight points over
second-place Sevilla.
The outbreak on Madrid’s squad
gave Eden Hazard, Eduardo
Camavinga, and Nacho Fernández
the opportunity to earn rare starts.
“I want to highlight the players
who hadn’t played much were ready

to go, that is the strength of a team
that wants to compete,” said coach
Carlo Ancelotti, whose side enters
the winter break on a 15-game
unbeaten streak in all competitions.
“Now to rest and get back those
players who weren’t with us today...
I think that we can have them
all back after the holidays.”
The game came hours after the
Spanish league strengthened its
testing protocols to try to prevent
teams being hit by outbreaks.
In addition to Modric, Madrid
was without David Alaba, Isco
Alarcón, Marco Asensio, Rodrygo,
Gareth Bale, Marcelo and backup
goalkeeper Andriy Lunin. Besides
Simón, Bilbao was without Iñigo
Martínez, Jokin Ezkieta and Alex

Berenguer.
Benzema dazzled with his opening goal from the side of the area.
The France striker stunned
Bilbao when he used one touch to
send a pass from Toni Kroos curling into the far corner of the net.
“What a striker, what a captain,
what a player,” Ancelotti said.
Benzema’s second came after a
poor touch by Bilbao defender Unai
Nuñez gifted him the ball with
only Simón’s replacement, Julen
Agirrezabala, to beat.
“I like this type of soccer in a
great stadium like this, it makes me
happy, but it makes me even happier to beat this good team,” said
Benzema, who was applauded by the
Bilbao crowd when substituted late.
Sancet struck from the edge of

the area to send the ball in off the
post.
“We had our chance to tie the
match,” Bilbao coach Marcelino
García said. “I am proud of how we
played against a great league leader.”
ANOTHER LOSSAtlético had
not lost more than two league
games in a row since
Simeone became its coach in
December 2011. This month it has
lost to Mallorca, Real Madrid and
Sevilla before its defeat in Granada.
Atlético started well with a goal
from João Félix only three minutes
after kickoff.
Darwin Machís then leveled in
the 18th and Jorge Molina scored
from a cross by Granada striker Luis
Suárez to complete the comeback in
the 61st.

