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The country was stunned on
Wednesday when first

Chief of Defence Staff (CDS)
General Bipin Rawat, his wife,
and 11 other military person-
nel were killed after the heli-
copter carrying them crashed
in Conoor in Tamil Nadu.
Rawat is survived by 
two daughters.

Group Captain P Chauhan,
the commander of the heli-
copter, was killed along with
Brigadier L Lidder and Lt
Colonel Harinder Singh (both
serving in the CDS staff) and
five security personnel. The
rescue team retrieved all 14
passengers from the helicopter.

“With deep regret, it has
now been ascertained that
General Bipin Rawat, Mrs
Madhulika Rawat and 11 other
persons on board have died in
the unfortunate accident,” the
IAF said in a tweet.

Group Captain Varun
Singh is the sole survivor of the
crash and is being treated for
severe burn injuries at the mil-
itary hospital in Wellington.
Incidentally, Singh won the
Shaurya Chakra in August for
his courage in handling a Tejas
fighter aircraft after it was hit

by major technical issues dur-
ing a sortie last year.

Incidentally, Rawat had
survived a helicopter crash on
February 3, 2015, in Dimapur,
Nagaland when the Cheetah
helicopter met a mishap.  He
was a Lt General at that time.

Bodies of Rawat and his
wife will be consigned to flames
on Friday at Delhi
Cantonment. Their mortal
remains are expected to arrive

in the National Capital in a mil-
itary plane by Thursday
evening. Rawat will be cre-
mated with full military and
State honours.

IAF chief VR Chaudhari,
who rushed to Conoor where
the mishap took place, will
accompany the body of the
CDS and his wife to the nation-
al Capital. The Cabinet
Committee on Security (CCS)
headed by Prime Minister

Narendra Modi reviewed the
implications of the tragic event.

Following the mishap, the
mandatory court of inquiry
was ordered.  Air Marshal will
head the probe to ascertain 
the cause. 

In 1963, a helicopter car-
rying top military echelon
crashed in Poonch killing all
the occupants, including the
pilot.  In 1993, a similar acci-
dent took place in Bhutan

when an Indian Army com-
mander and his wife were
killed after his helicopter 
went down.

In the 1963 mishap, an
Army commander, corps chief,
IAF senior commander besides
the pilot were killed after their
helicopter reportedly got entan-
gled in the overhead high 
voltage electricity and 
telephone cables.  

Continued on Page 12
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The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved the

funding and implementation of
the �44,605 crore Ken-Betwa
inter-linking of rivers project,
which will address the water
scarcity in the Bundelkhand
region of Madhya Pradesh and
poll-bound Uttar Pradesh. 

The Cabinet meeting
chaired by Prime Minister

Narendra Modi also approved
the continuation of Pradhan
Mantri Awaas Yojana (Rural)
for another three years to pro-
vide financial assistance for
the construction of the remain-
ing 155.75 lakh houses under
the scheme. 

Briefing media,
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Anurag Thakur said
the Ken-Betwa rivers inter-
linking project will get Central
support of �39,317 crore, cov-
ering a grant of �36,290 crore
and a loan of �3,027 crore. This

will pave the way for more such
projects for interlinking of
rivers in the country, he added. 

The Ken-Betwa project
involves the transfer of water
from the Ken river to the
Betwa river through the con-
struction of the Daudhan dam
(the Lower Orr project, Kotha
Barrage) and a canal linking the
two rivers (the Bina Complex
Multipurpose project). The
project will ensure annual irri-
gation of over 10.62 lakh
hectares of land, drinking water
supply to a population of about
62 lakh, and also generate 103
MW of hydropower and 27
MW of solar power. 

Continued on Page 12
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The Russian-made MI-17
V5 which crashed on

Wednesday killing CDS Bipin
Rawat and 12 others is seen as
a sturdy machine that is meant
to fly in the combat zone and
has a capacity of 20 passengers. 

However, at least five
crashes involving the MI-17
helicopter have taken place in
as many years.

Known as the warhorse
among the armed forces, this
helicopter can also carry heavy
load, including tanks and fly at
a height of nearly 5,000 metre.
At present, the IAF has nearly
140 such helicopters. The IAF
started them inducting into
service in 2012. The
Government is likely to order
a thorough technical review of
the entire fleet, sources said.

The frequent crash of
Mi17V5 helicopter has baf-

fled the experts since it is an
advanced military transport
helicopter. Manufactured by
Russian Helicopters' subsidiary
Kazan, the helicopter has
onboard weather radar and is
equipped with the latest gen-
eration of night vision devices.

It also has the new PKV-8
autopilot system and a KNEI-
8 avionics suite. It can carry a
maximum take-off weight of
13,000 kg and maxi-
mum payload weight
of 4,000 kg and fly at
a speed of 250 km
per hour.

India had
in 2008
signed a deal
with Russia to
induct 80
M i 1 7 V 5
medium lift
helicopters
for strength-
ening its fleet
for humanitarian
and disaster relief
missions and
t r a n s p o r t
operations. 

The con-
tract was later
expanded for
delivery of 151
Mi17V5 heli-
copters. The first
batch of these
helicopters came
to India in
September 2011.
In February 2012,
the IAF had for-
mally Mi17V5
helicopters from
Russia to

enhance its operational capa-
bilities, including carrying
troops and cargo to high alti-
tude areas. The helicopter is fit-
ted with a self-defence system
against heat seeker missiles,
heavily-armoured cockpit, vital
systems and components.

Continued on
Page 12
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As the security establish-
ment is coming to terms

with the implications of the air
mishap involving Chief of
Defence Staff (CDS)General
Bipin Rawat, the top brass has
to now prepare to hand over
the CDS baton to a new person.

As the first CDS of the
country, Rawat took charge in
January last year. The
Government selected him on
the principle of first among
equals as regards the three
Services chiefs.  He assumed
charge as the Army Chief in
2017. He was to retire at the
end of in 2019 when the
Government appointed him
as the CDS.

Present Army chief
General MM Naravane is the
senior most among the three
chiefs as of now and the
Government may appoint him

as the CDS, sources said here
on Wednesday.

The Cabinet Committee
on Security (CCS) headed by
the Prime Minister will take a
call on the impact of this
unprecedented event on the
strategic and defence architec-
ture, they said.

Elaborating upon the
urgency to have a CDS in
place, they said the Line of
Actual Contro(LAC) remains
tense in Ladakh for the last two

years and Pakistan might try to
take advantage of the situation
in Afghanistan by pushing bat-
tle-hardened Afghan militants
into Jammu & Kashmir from
across the LoC.

Moreover, China is making
forays into the strategically
important Indian Ocean region
and flexing its maritime mus-
cle in the Indo-Pacific region,
posing a challenge to India’s
security interests, they said.

Continued on Page 12
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The agitating farmers are all
but ready to wind up their

year-long protest within the
next 24 hours. The farmers on
Wednesday agreed to the
Centre’s second draft proposal
on their pending demands.
They will meet on Thursday to
take a formal decision to end
their protest.

According to farmers, an
announcement on ending the
protests would be made after
getting a formal letter from the
Centre. The Government in its
revised draft has responded to
all points raised by the farmers’
groups, except the one related
to the Lakhimpur incident.

After a meeting of the core
committee of the farmers’

groups, Samyukta Kisan
Morcha (SKM) leader Gurnam
Singh Chaduni said the earli-
er draft from the Central
Government on pending

demands was not acceptable to
them and a fresh proposal was
received from the Centre on
Wednesday.

Continued on Page 12
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Taking serious cognisance of
the rapid spread of

Omicron across the world,
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray on
Wednesday directed the State
health administration to
increase the pace of Covid-19
vaccination so as to build resis-
tance among the people against
contracting the new variant of
the coronavirus.

On a day when
Maharashtra crossed a land-
mark of 12 crore single dose
vaccinations and the total num-
ber of the people who have
received both the doses
touched 4.37 crore, no new case

of Omicron was reported in the
State on Wednesday. The total
number of Omicron cases
stood at 10.

Continued on Page 12
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Laboratory experiments have
found that Omicron variant

of Covid-19 virus seems to dull
the power of the Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine, but also
hinted that people who have
received a booster shot 
might be better protected, 
said a study.

Published online on
Tuesday, the study found that
antibodies produced by vacci-
nated people were much less
successful at keeping the omi-
cron variant from infecting
cells than other forms of 
the coronavirus.

Scientists said the results
were somewhat worrisome,
but no cause for panic. The
data suggests that vaccinated
people might be vulnerable to

breakthrough infections with
Omicron, which is spreading
rapidly in South Africa and has
appeared in dozens of countries
around the world.

But vaccines stimulate a
wide-ranging immune
response that involves more
than just antibodies. So these
experiments offer an incom-
plete picture of how well the
vaccine protects against 
hospitalisation or death 
from Omicron.

Continued on Page 12
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New Delhi: Authorities here on
Wednesday issued show-cause
notices to Air India and Vistara
for not complying with pas-
senger boarding guidelines
issued by the Centre following
the emergence of Omicron
variant of the coronavirus.

-��
��
����
��������
���
	������	�����
�$���.
�
���&��	���
�,�����
.���

������

����������
��(��
��
��
������
�����������!����
7������"�����"
����
������,
�
��������"��������"��
��������
�
�
�����
�������
�.��
��+���
� 

!�
���
��
��������"���
�����������
��
 ���
����������
�"���
��
�(
�
��
�

������
� 
, ��

��������
����

��
:�
������������
��
�����
��
�����������,
����������"���
��������"��
 �!���������
���
�
�
��
������
���������
����������
�"������
������������

�����������������
 �9
����
��
������
��
�������������
���
���"����������
��
���
� �������������
���
�������������
� 

, �����
(�����

/���
��(����
�����
����
���
�
�����$�,
�
������������"�������
"��
�����55����
��.��
��+���
�
�
�����
�������
�������������
�����
������������� �!�
�
����
�������
��������������
����(�
����� �	
�

"������"�����
�
�(
��
��
������
����
�
�������"����"�����
�
��
��
����������� 

,������
�����&��

����+�$���	�����������������
���������
������
�����������������������  !�

;!�
�����/���

� ���
(��# ���<���������

�$������ ���3

�������������������

��������� ���<���������

�<

8��
����� ��-.'/ ���*� =>?
@.���$������
�3:�������.������(�


/(����
��+�����
�389���84�'7�	 �9�/.8���94�.73$	.�

�.7�9���.�/4� �9.7��,.�9�
�39�.�47 9A�3�.�.��B�%.A	.�.

��0�1���%�2�.345
���������	
��
���������������������������	
��


������67�����	��#��������� 87�9:9.;���(�	�.5���

�14�!��5
37,8.7���4!�

+���5CD��7��.A�5

��
�4�����.

�.7,8.�3$9�$37!37�3$�>E�!�
�3.!9�+���$!4�37!��4��3�

�������	�

��	������
����	���	��	
������	����

4102042�,
�!�	.$�.7�.8�.!��$$
.��47��/.')$�73�'



�������

�������	
��	��������	��	���
�	��
�
��	�����	���	
��	��	���
�	��	����	��������	�����	 ��	!����	�
�
�
	���""���	�������	!
�#
�
�	$�
��	������%&''()*(	
��	�������	
�	+��	+��	��������	�,�	�����	�&--	./
���	0�������
	.��
�	1
�
��
���	������%�	23�����,�	2�����4	1
,��	5"
���
��
$�������	2�����4	���
�	��
�
��	������	$10	1��	')*(678�	������%	+��"�����4	2�.9:4	 )-(())	!
34	'- 77;'�	.
�
�
�	<�����4	=)7-'>	' ');*;�	' '*)*;�	-'?) ()�	�
�"��	<�����4	=)7*'>	'-) ))(�	'-)  *(�	�
�
�
��	<�����4	=)7 '>	' * '? �	' * '?7�	@���	<�����4	1��	(�	9�����	A�
�
9�
%
��	9
�
���	��
�	B
�
�	�
���	1�%	@���&**)	))'�	�����4	)**& )**) 77�	��//����
����	<�����4	!&-*�	������	(�	1<0@.�	A
��
/	9���	1
�
�&')*-)*�	5���	�����4	)*')& ;8?;))	C	 ;8??))

��������	
�
�	�������
	���
	���	�������	���	�

�	���
�	��	�����	
�����	��	����������	����	�����������	��	�
���	����	��	��
	���������	���	���
���������	����	 �����������	���
�	��	����	�����������	��	�
�
�	���	�
�
�
��
	���	����	���	�
	���
�	��	������	��������	��	��	�������	��	��	��	��	��
	����
���	
�������	�������
���	���	�����
��	���	�
��
��	���	��	���	��
	��	�
�����������	���	��
�����
	��	����	��	��	�
�����	�	�������
�	��	����	�����������	��	���	���	��
	�
����	��	��	������	���
�	��	��
	�����	��	����	�����	���	������
�	��
	����
��	��	��
	
�������
	������������	��	����
�
��	�����	���	������	��	�������	����	�
��
��	��
	�����
�	���	�
 �
��
�	��	�
���	���	�

�	����������
	�����
	��	������	��
��
��
�	�����	��
	�
�����	��	��	����	��	���
����
�
��	�
���
	�
�����!
���	��	��	����
���	�������
�	��	����	�
�����
��	"�
	�����
��	�������
��	
�����	���	��	
����

	��	��
	#���

�	$����%�	����	���	�
	�
��	�
��������
	���	��	����	��	�����	���
	�	��
	���
����
��	��	��
	��������	&	�
����
�	���	�����	���	�
	���
	�
��������
	���	��	����	��	�����	����
 �
��
�	���	�����
�	�������!�
���
�	�����
�	��	����	���
����
�
����

������� ��� �!��"# ���$�$%&$! '(�)*)+

NOTICE

I, Army No. 4193431 K Hav
Bhupendra Singh Rawat unit 9
Kumaon C/o 56 APO hereby
declare that in my service
record my daughter's name
wrongly mentiond as WAGISA
RAWAT while her correct name
is VAGEESHA RAWAT may be
incorporate in my service
records

NOTICE

NOTICE

I, Smt SIMPAL TAMANG PRADHAN
W/o Army No 9426859X L/NK Rupesh
Pradhan R/o Vill-NEEZ GAON, MAN-
GARJUNG TEA GARDEN (NAGRI)
NAGRI SPUR Darjeeling, West Bangal
734214. do here by  declare that my
actual Name is Smt. SIMPAL.
TAMANG, PRADHAN but in my hus-
band's service record (Part II order) my
name mentioned as Smt. SIMPAL
PRADHAN instead of Smt. SIMPAL
PRADHAN and Smt. SIMPAL
TAMANG PRADHAN is the same

�����

��	
ZAINAB, ����
���
����
ZAINAB PARVEZ D/o-
MOHAMMAD PARVEZ  ���
���
���
���
������
��	
���
���
��
����
�
������
��� 
Add- D-
1126 old Picnic Spot Road
Indira Nagar Lucknow U.P.

NOTICE

I,  Army No- 14815234 Y Rank
CHM BHOLA NATH S/O shri
DULLI PAL R/O -Vill/ Post-
Ratanupur, Jaunpur, my
daughter name JAGRATI PAL
wrongly mentioned in my ser-
vice record while her correct
name is JAGRITI PAL for all
future purposes.

NOTICE

I have changed my name from
Sandhya Katheriya to Sandhya
Kathariya for all future purpose
& my D.O.B.05.07.1977
Sandhya Kathariya w/o Jai
Karan Singh R/O EWS 5106 -
Awas Vikas No - 3 Panki Road,
Kalyanpur Kanpur Nagar

NOTICE

No. 15343508 H SPR BANARSI
YADAV s/o LALLAN YADAY, vill-
JAMALPUR, po.-NAIKOT, thana-
SAKALDIHA, distt-CHANDOULI
(u.p.)- 232109 c/o 99 APO 71
Engineer Regiment pin- 914071 in
his service record my wife name
has been mentioned as USHA
DEVI and date of birth 06/04/1981
which is wrong. Her correct name
is USHA SINGH YADAV, date of
birth is 28/03/1977.
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Criticising the previous
Samajwadi Party government

for tarnishing the identity of
Mathura and the entire Uttar
Pradesh for their own benefits,
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, on Wednesday, said
that as a result of discrimination,
riots occurred in place of develop-
ment and criminals rose to power
in the state.

He hit out at the Samajwadi
Party for ruining the state by
indulging in politics of appease-
ment, casteism, corruption, terror
and fear.

“The state and its dignity were
handed over to criminals and goons.
Development was only confined to
‘one particular family’. Some districts
were treated as ‘VIPs’ and the rest
71 districts failed to develop,” the
chief minister said while launching
a slew of development projects

worth Rs 201.16 crore in Mathura.
In Mathura, the chief minister

spoke about his government’s social
welfare schemes and compared his
governance with that of Samajwadi
Party and Bahujan Samaj Party, say-
ing, “Before 2017, no benefits of the
government schemes reached the
poor and the deprived. They either
benefited selective people or were
never meant to benefit people.”

He went on to say that,
“Criminals were given protection
earlier. During the riots, merchants'
establishments were burnt, they
were tortured, false cases were filed.
Our government has put criminals
behind bars without letting them
take advantage.”

Stating that the soul of the
country resided in the state of Uttar
Pradesh, the chief minister said,
“This is the land of Baba
Vishwanath, Lord Ram, Lord Shri
Krishna, Maa Ganga-Yamuna. Yet,
the previous governments left no

stone unturned to ruin this blessed
land for their own benefits.”

“This is the same Kosi Kalan
where the 2012 riots took place that
resulted in massive loss of life and
property. Negative approach caus-
es riots, chaos and anarchy.
Government's positive intent and
dedication reflects in its function-
ing. Right intent brings in invest-
ment which creates employment
opportunities, pushing the state
towards being self-reliant,” the chief
minister added.

Highlighting the COVID-19
management in the state, the chief
minister said that to protect the peo-
ple of the state, free vaccines and free
treatment had been made available.
He said so far, more than 17 crore
doses of Covid vaccine had been
administered in Uttar Pradesh, and
no other state had been able to carry
out the vaccination drive with such
efficiency.

“Prime Minister Narendra Modi

has decided to extend the Pradhan
Mantri Gareeb Kalyan Anna Yojana
till March and he has also said that
if the pandemic does not get over till
the Rang Utsav to be held in
Barsana, then food grains will be
given further. The state government
will start the free food grains distri-
bution from December 12 and it will
benefit over 15 crore people,” the
chief minister underlined.

The chief minister further said
that education of youth had been
affected because of the pandemic.
He said now the government was
going to distribute tablets and
smartphones to every youth this
month, not just for working from
home but also for providing online
education. “Our government is
making preparations to conduct
online competitive examinations
in the coming time due to which the
youth will also get relief from trav-
elling to far off centres,” the chief
minister added.
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Bharatiya Janata Party legisla-
tor Ram Karan Kabir has

alleged that cows from a state-
run shelter home in Naraini
block of Banda were buried
alive by officials and left to die
after they exhausted funds to
feed them.

In a letter to Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, the legislator
said that he had himself rescued
cows who were buried in a pit,
dug with the help of JCBs (back-
hoe).

“The involvement of local
officials cannot be ruled out,”
Kabir said in his letter written on
December 7 and demanded a
high-level probe into the inci-
dent and asked why the bovines

were left to die.
Kabir said that around 250

cows from a temporary cowshed
operated by the nagar panchay-
at in Nairaini block of Banda
were transported by nine trucks
and taken to neighbouring
Panna Tiger Reserve in Panna
(Madhya Pradesh).

“The officials dug pits with
the help of JCBs and buried
around 50 sick and weak cows
there. There is anger among vil-
lagers over this incident. I went
to the spot and rescued the
cows. This barbaric act has
maligned the image of the gov-
ernment. A probe should be
immediately initiated into the
incident and strict action should
be taken against the guilty,” the
BJP lawmaker wrote in his let-

ter.
The incident has come at a

time when the Yogi Adityanath
government has been claiming
that it has protected the lives of
gauvansh (cow). Recently, Yogi
had issued orders asking district
officials to protect cows from the
cold wave. Even in UP’s budget
for 2020-2021, the government
had allocated no less than Rs
700 crore for building and main-
taining cow shelters, apart from
imposing a 2 per cent cess on
the purchase of beer and Indian
Made Foreign Liquor to create
a corpus for cow protection.

Stray cattle have been a big
issue in villages and the oppo-
sition parties have made it a
political issue. Recently on
November 24, Samajwadi Party

president Akhilesh Yadav had
tweeted pictures of stray cattle
roaming around in city roads
while in another post on
December 5, he tweeted pictures
of stray cattle creating ruckus in
Shikarpur tehsil of Bulandshahr.

As per government dossiers,
there are 5,000 temporary cow
shelters having roughly 3,00,000
cattle. 

Besides, there are 92 Kanha
Gaushalas run by state munic-
ipal bodies housing nearly
21,000 cattle while 434 ‘kanji
houses’ (stray cattle houses) are
operational and have more than
3,600 cattle. Thus, the total
strength of stray cattle living in
government-supported cattle
shelters stands around 3,30,000,
the dossier said.

Lucknow (PNS): A brief Winter
Session of Uttar Pradesh state legisla-
ture has been convened from
December 15 and it is expected to be
the last session of the 17th UP
Assembly as elections are expected in
February- March next year.

The notification for convening the
session was issued by the UP
Assembly secretariat in Lucknow on
Wednesday.

During the brief session, the gov-
ernment is likely to approve vote-on-
accounts for the first four months of
the next fiscal 2022-23. On December
6 last, the state cabinet had approved
to convene the Winter Session from
December 15.

Official sources said that the gov-
ernment would also bring the Finance
Bill for the second supplementary

budget for the 2021-22 fiscal. The sec-
ond supplementary is being brought
to finance the government budgeted
expenditure for the remaining last
quarter of the current fiscal ending on
March 31, 2022. Also the supplemen-
tary budget would cover several pop-
ulist schemes likely to be announced
by the government during the session
and construction of the Ganga
Expressway.

"This session would be short
because Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath wants a meeting of the
cabinet at the newly-constructed
Kashi Vishwanath Temple Corridor
complex at Varanasi. The government
wants this session immediately
because of khar mass (inauspicious
month) beginning from December
19,” said an official.
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Lucknow (PNS):
Waseem Rizvi aka Jitendra
Narayan Singh Tyagi, after
converting to Hinduism
said that a large number of
Muslims were ready to
embrace the Sanatan
Dharma but were scared
of retribution by the
Islamic radical elements.

Demanding protec-
tion to life and property of
Muslims desiring to
embrace Hinduism,
Jitendra Narayan Singh
Tyagi said, “I am getting
messages and phone calls
from thousands of people
from the entire country
and they all are Muslims
who want to convert to the
Sanatan Dharma.”

He said these Muslims
would embrace Sanatan
Dharma as soon as they
were assured of safety of
their life and property by
the government. “I am
happy where I am and
there is no question of
returning back to Islam.
All those who are opposed
to my conversion to
Sanatan Dharma should
explain why they
remained silent when
announcement was made
by Shia clerics about my
expulsion from Islam,”
said the former chairman
of UP Shia Central Waqf
Board.

Tyagi is facing con-
stant threat to his life from
Islamic radical elements.
He is resident of a
Muslim-dominated old
city area of Kashmiri
Mohalla and is under
round the clock protection
of police.

“Conversion to
Sanatan Dharma is my
personal decision and I
will welcome all the mem-
bers of my family who
want to convert to Sanatan
Dharma. I will not talk to
my mother on this issue
but I will seek her bless-
ings and tell her that I have
embraced Sanatan
Dharma and it is my last
wish that after death my
body be cremated as per
the Sanatan rituals,” Tyagi
said.
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The Yogi Adityanath government is leaving no stone
unturned to complete its projects before the

announcement of the 2022 UP Assembly elections. In
a fresh case, a letter has been sent to Lucknow munic-
ipal commissioner from the chief minister’s office to
release the payment of under-construction flats at
Para area being built by Lucknow Nagar Nigam
under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana. The Rs 11 crore
project has been lying unattended for more than a year
now.

A total of 264 homes are to be constructed by
Lucknow Nagar Nigam and half of the work was com-
pleted before it was stalled due to non-payment. The
construction company, Satya Constructions, approached
the CM’s office and a letter on Tuesday was dispatched
to Lucknow municipal commissioner to release the
funds to the construction company for completion of
the project.

Lucknow (PNS): Samajwadi Party pres-
ident Akhilesh Yadav hit  back at Prime
Minister  Narendra Modi over his “red bea-
con” attack, saying that the red colour sym-
bolised emotions, revolution and change,
which the Bharatiya Janata Party does not
understand.

“This isn’t a new language. Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath too had spoken about ‘red
caps’ earlier. Red is the colour of emotions and
the BJP does not understand emotions. Life
exists because of the red colour in it. What
is the colour of blood? Red is the colour of
revolution, of change,” Akhilesh said.

“People of Uttar Pradesh want develop-
ment. Farmers continued to protest against
the three contentious farm laws and numer-
ous died in the process. Did the government
understand their emotions? MPs are sitting
on protest. Can the government understand
their emotions? The BJP cannot understand
emotions as it is devoid of sensitivity. It’s get-
ting ousted from the state and there will def-
initely be a change in UP,” he added.

The SP chief ’s response came after the

Prime Minister Modi equated the red caps
worn by Samajwadi Party workers with ‘red
beacons’, suggesting hunger for power and
also sounded a ‘red alert’ during his address
at a rally in Yogi Adityanath’s home turf
Gorakhpur. Modi had also said that the SP
wanted to form the next state government to
free terrorists.

Reacting to Modi’s jibe, Akhilesh, on
Tuesday, said that the red caps were a red alert
for the BJP. In a tweet, he also listed price rise,
unemployment and the Lakhimpur Kheri
violence involving farmers among the other
‘red alerts’ for the ruling party.
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Two robbers, assisted by two
aides, shot at an employee of

a prominent jewellery store in
Aliganj and fled unchallenged
with gold ornaments worth
around Rs 30 lakh on
Wednesday afternoon.
However, police did not give
details regarding the looted
ornaments, saying the owner of
the establishment did not men-
tion it in the FIR.

The incident took place at
a time when the entire opposi-
tion flaying the government
over law and order and it gave
fresh ammo to the opposition
parties. The incident came as a
chilling reminder to the previ-
ous loot/dacoity incidents at
jewellery shops, including the
one in Krishna Nagar locality
where a goldsmith was gunned
down by robbers.   

The victim, identified as
Shrawan Sharma (40), suffered
injuries in the chest and stom-
ach, and was admitted to
KGMU Trauma Centre. Teams

were formed to work out the
case even as police collected
CCTV footage to identify the
robbers. The police were also
rummaging through the crime
dossiers to find out the gangs
having a similar modus operan-
di. As per reports, two uniden-
tified youths reached Sri
Tirupati Gems and Jewels
Private Limited in Kapoorthala.
Shopowner Nikhil Agarwal and
his employee Shrawan Sharma
were at the shop showing orna-
ments to customers.

Around 12:30 pm, two
youths reached the shop and
asked Shrawan to show them a
gold chain. In the meantime,
two other youths entered the
shop and trained pistols at

Nikhil and Shrawan, asking
them to hand them ornaments.

The robbers then entered
the strong room and collected
as many ornaments as they
could and started fleeing the
scene. Shrawan tried catch hold
of them but one of them shot at
Shrawan, leaving him critically
injured. Commissioner of Police
DK Thakur said two miscreants
executed the crime. “It sur-
faced that two of the customers
had visited the showroom a day
before. They were probably
conducting a recce,” he said. He
added that the robbers shot at
the employee when he offered
resistance. “He has been admit-
ted to hospital where his condi-
tion is out of danger,” Thakur

said. He said the police were
probing the case in the light of
an incident of loot in 2017 in the
same locality. “The 2017 inci-
dent took place in the morning
while this incident took place in
the afternoon,” he pointed out.
He said teams have been formed
to crack the case and the police
were identifying the suspects.
The police registered a case of
attempt to murder and robbery
against four unidentified
accused.

State president of Uttar
Pradesh Adarsh Vyapar Mandal
Sanjay Gupta condemned the
police and accused them of
carelessness. He threatened to
go on a strike if the case was not
worked out in 72 hours. He also
demanded that the looted orna-
ments be recovered. The shop
is located in Kapoorthala, which
is one of the city’s busiest and
posh localities. Gupta said the
incident instilled a sense of
insecurity amongst city traders.
“It is a matter of grave concern
for the traders and they should
be provided security,” he added.

��&���&���������������	���
Lucknow (PNS): An additional district judge
(ADJ), Gonda, sustained injuries in a road acci-
dent in Chinhat on December 6 when he, along
with his brother, was returning home in
Indiranagar. He lodged an FIR in this connec-
tion. In his complaint, Nitin Srivastava of

Indiranagar said that he and his brother Nikhil
Srivastava were returning to Lucknow by his car.
Around 8 pm, an unidentified truck hit the car
from behind near Crown Mall. The car rammed
into another truck which dragged it to some dis-
tance. The ADJ sustained head injuries and he
had to be given three stitches. 
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Ateam of STF claimed to
have nabbed a drug ped-

dler working for a gang near
Munshipulia under Ghazipur
police station area on
Wednesday evening. The
accused was identified as
Gulam Ali Khan of Bahraich.
In Lucknow to deliver drugs to
a person, he was arrested fol-
lowing a tip-off.

The STF team recovered
1.1 kg of smack (worth Rs 75
lakh in international market),
two mobile phones, Rs 3,574 in
Nepalese currency, Rs 6,450 in
Indian currency, and a motor-
cycle besides other documents,
including an Aadhaar card.

Khan said he was married
to a woman of Nepalganj and
would often visit Nepal. He said
he came in contact with a per-
son named Mushtaq who
introduced him to several oth-
ers. Khan said he would pur-
chase drugs at low rates from
Mushtaq and others, and sell
the same in Lucknow at high-
er rates. He disclosed the names
of others working with him and
active at Rupaidiha Nepalganj
border and said he was sent to
jail for drug peddling by the
Rupaidiha police in the past.
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A priest was thrashed by a
brother duo who had forcibly
taken his motorcycle in Para
police station area of Tuesday.
They lost their cool 
when the priest asked them to
return the bike.

As per reports, Dasrath
Puri of Bhuiyan Mata Mandir
in Bhaptamau stays at the tem-
ple in the area. He said Manish
Gautam and Arun Gautam,
who live in a house close to the
temple, forcibly took his motor-
cycle on Monday.

Around 4 pm on Tuesday,
Puri asked them to return his
bike. “They flew into rage and
attacked me with sticks. I frac-
tured my left hand. They
threatened to kill me if I report-
ed the matter to police,” he
alleged. A case was registered
in this connection.
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On behalf of Hon’ble Governor, U.P., S.E. Sultanpur Amethi Circle P.W.D. Sultanpur
invites online bids for the following work from the eligible contractors registered in class
A, SI No. 1 and A, B and C in SI No. 2 to 9 in UPPWD.

Sl. Division Name of Work Estimated Bid Cost of Date of
No. Name Cost (Rs. Security Document Completion

In Lacs) (Rs. In (in Rs.) (including
Lacs) rainy season)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1 CD. Special Repair of Unchgaon se Kisni 98.38 0.00 2714.00 03 Month

Amethi Link Road

2 CD. Special Repair of Sauna se Raniganj 45.24 0.00 2714.00 02 Month

Amethi Bazar Shukul Road

3 CD. Special Repair of Harkhumau Link Road 47.90 0.00 2714.00 02 Month

Amethi

4 CD. Special Repair of Jagdishpur Bazar Shukul 52.47 0.00 2714.00 02 Month

Amethi Road se Pratappur Sevra Link Road

5 CD. Special Repair of Chiluli se pure Subedar, 51.01 0.00 2714.00 02 Month

Amethi pure Hullaganj to Semrauta Link Road

6 CD. Special Repair of Rastamau Kainal Patri 40.65 0.00 2714.00 02 Month

Amethi Link Road

7 CD. Special Repair of Chhajopur Shekhpur 35.00 0.00 944.00 02 Month

Amethi Link Road

8 CD. Special Repair of Bhatmau Link Road 35.00 0.00 944.00 02 Month

Amethi

9 CD. Special Repair of Husainpur Link Road 35.00 0.00 944.00 02 Month

Amethi
The bid can be seen and downloaded online from 10.12.2021 and can be uploaded up to
12:00 Noon of 15.12.2021 The Technical bid shall be opened on 15.12.2021 at 12:30 Noon.

All the conditions related to bid can be seen on http//etender.up.nic.in
(Rakesh Kumar Chaudhary)

Superintending Engineer
Sultanur-Amethi Circle

PWD. Sultanpur
For and behalf of Governor of UP

Office of the Superintending Engineer,
Sultanpur-Amethi Circle , PWD, Sultanpur

E-mail Id- sepwdsuamethi01@gmail.com

UP- 170836 Date 7.12.2021 ��.���
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The ruling Bharatiya Janata Party
plans to inaugurate the newly-con-

structed Kashi Vishwanath Temple
Corridor on December 13. It also has
plans to organise a big spectacle by
organising Deepotsava across the state
for three days starting from December
12 to be followed by a month-long func-
tion.

BJP state president Swatantra Dev
Singh said that the live telecast of the
inaugural ceremony would be made in
every village, mutt-temple of the state
and Deepotsav would also be organised
across the state on December 12, 13 and
14. 

He further said that religious lead-
ers, saints and intellectuals from all over
the country would attend the inaugu-
ration of the Vishwanath Dham
Corridor.

“This programme will be a symbol
of social harmony, unity and integrity
of Indian culture. The resolution taken
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
build a new Kashi is about to take shape.
To make this programme historic, BJP
national president JP Nadda has pro-
posed several programmes at the party
level and these events will run for a

month across the state. These pro-
grammes will start from December 13
and will continue till Makar Sankranti
on January 14. Public representatives of
the party will participate in these pro-
grammes,” Singh said while addressing
media persons in Lucknow on
Wednesday.

The BJP leader said that party
workers would also honour religious
leaders in all these programmes. “Before
this, a cleanliness drive will also be
launched from December 8 to 12. It has
already started in Kashi and the cam-
paign is being run in every ward there,”
he said.

Singh said after the inauguration of
the corridor on December 13 a meet-
ing of the chief ministers of BJP-ruled
states, and deputy chief ministers will
be organised on December 14. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and BJP pres-
ident JP Nadda will attend the event, he
added.

“Mayor's conference will be
organised on December 17 and after
this a conference will also be organised
to promote natural farming. On
January 12, 2022, on the birth anniver-
sary of Swami Vivekananda, a youth
conference will be organised in Kashi,”
he said.
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Aland dispute between five brothers
took a violent turn when four

brothers ganged up and brutally hacked
the elder brother's wife with spade at
Lambhua Kotwali police station area of
Sultanpur on Wednesday.

The elder brother and his daughter
tried to rescue the victim but they were
also injured and had to be hospitalised
for treatment.

On being informed, the local police
along with senior officers rushed to the
spot and sent the body for autopsy. Later
one of the assailants was nabbed while
the rest managed to flee the scene.

As per reports, Atibal of Bhadaiya
locality of Nathu village in Lambhua
Kotwali jurisdiction was having a land
related dispute with his brothers Prem,
Achhelal, Jialal and PM. Earlier too, the
four brothers had implicated Atibal's son
Ashish in a false case of theft, and he is
in jail for the last six months.

On Wednesday morning, again a
dispute started between the brothers
regarding the land. The matter took an
ugly turn when Atibal's brothers brought
sticks, rods and a spade and attacked
him. In the meantime, Atibal’s wife,
Savitri Devi, and his daughter also came
to rescue him. Subsequently the broth-
ers targeted Savitri with a spade, criti-
cally injuring her. She died on the spot.

Both Atibal and his daughter,
Anamika, were also injured in trying to

save Savitri. The injured father-daugh-
ter duo suffered serious injuries in the
attack and had to be admitted to the dis-
trict hospital for treatment.

Superintendent of Police of
Sultanpur, Dr Vipin Mishra, said that the
police managed to nab one of the
accused, Prem, and a search was under-
way for the other accused who were on
the lam.

A heavy police force was deployed
in the area to avert any untoward inci-
dent.

Meanwhile in Shahjahanpur, two
women were killed and several others
injured when a truck laden with sugar-
cane overturned, trapping several resi-
dents under it in Prithvipur locality of
Mirzapur police station area on
Wednesday morning.

The overloaded truck laden with
sugarcane was going to Rupapur sugar
mill from a cane collection centre. The
driver lost control over the wheel after
which the vehicle overturned on
Jalalabad Shamshabad road of
Prithvipur village and several residents
were trapped under it.

The locals rushed to rescue the vic-
tims and managed to extricate the
bodies of two women while a dozen oth-
ers injured in the mishap were shifted
to hospital. 

The truck driver was also injured
and was hospitalised in a critical con-
dition. A case was registered and inves-
tigations were on.
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Congress general secretary
and UP in-charge of the

party, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra,
released her party's women's
manifesto in Lucknow on
Wednesday, promising 40 per
cent reservation to women in
state government jobs if voted
to power in the 2022 assembly
polls.

Earlier, she had declared to
field 40 per cent women can-
didates in the upcoming state
elections.

Priyanka said that for the
first time in India’s political his-
tory, a manifesto `Shakti
Vidhan' focusing on women
was being released.

The Congress manifesto
is divided into six parts – self-
respect, self-reliance, educa-
tion, respect, security and
health.

Addressing media persons
at the UP Congress Committee
headquarters in Lucknow on
Wednesday, Priyanka said,
“Today's women want to fight
and thus the party has prepared
this manifesto keeping in mind
the same spirit. If the Congress
forms the next government in
Uttar Pradesh, then women
will get 40 per cent reservation
in government jobs. Besides, 25
per cent women will be recruit-
ed in the police department.”

The Congress leader fur-
ther said these steps would put
pressure on other political par-
ties to take women's participa-
tion seriously.

"Compassion, kindness
and hope are the qualities of
women. These qualities are
also required in politics.
Participation of women in pol-
itics is necessary so that women
empowerment does not remain
only on paper. An environment
has to be given for women to
have their say. Women are
being exploited but they are
fighting. That's why the slogan
‘Ladki Hai, Lar Sakti Hi’ was
coined by us,” she added.

Priyanka further said, “The
manifesto prepared for women
was divided into six parts --
self-respect, self-reliance, edu-
cation, respect, security and
health. We have announced to
give 40 per cent tickets to
women earlier and now it will
be hiked up to 50 per cent. Till
date, 100 candidates have been
finalised for the assembly polls,
out of which 60 are women
candidates. With this we will

try to fix the inequality of
women in politics. The repre-
sentation of women in
Parliament and assemblies is
currently less than 14 per cent.
This percentage will increase
when women get more chances
in contesting elections."

The Congress general sec-
retary said that if the party
formed the government in UP
in 2022, then 40 per cent reser-
vation would be given to
women in government jobs. 

“As Congress has
announced earlier that it will
give employment to 20 lakh
people out of this, 20 lakh
women will get jobs. Businesses
employing up to 50 per cent
women will get tax exemptions
and assistance. Also business
women will be provided funds
for loans and tax refunds at
affordable rates. For working
women, hostels with safe and
latest facilities will be made in
25 cities of the state,” she
promised.

Priyanka said, “There
should be empowerment of
women in rural and cottage
industries. For this Anganwadi
and ASHA workers will get an
honorarium of Rs 10,000.
Loans to women’s self-help
groups at an interest rate of four
per cent will be ensured and
women will be given priority in
MNREGA and 40 per cent
works of MNREGA will be
reserved for women. Also, 50
per cent of ration shops in the
state would be run by women."

“We also plan to empower

women in the education sector.
Intermediate pass girl students
will be given smartphones and
scooty will be given to the girls
having passed graduation. Also
75 skill schools will be set up
in the names of brave women
in the state. Evening schools
run by women will also be set
up across the state especially in
cities where women can study
in the evening," she said. 

Hitting out at the state
government, Priyanka said that
the empowerment of women
was limited to advertisements
only. “Mahila chaupal will be
set in each gram panchayat.
Free internet will be given to
every poor family. Ten world-
class residential sports acade-
mies will be built for women in
partnership with private sector
or international schools. A
deposit of a fixed amount will
be made for each girl child
born in the family. Trained
social workers will be deployed
to help women who face
domestic violence," she
announced.

Slamming the Bharatiya
Janata party government in
UP, the Congress leader said
that everyone knew about the
condition of women's safety in
the state. "Every day, women
visit me and narrate their trau-
matic experiences. Police and
administration are siding with
the criminals. But women have
started raising their voice and
demanding their rights. There
is a good response from girls on
this issue.
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The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment's paddy procurement

has increased significantly as
the official procurement agen-
cies have so far purchased 20
lakh metric tons of paddy so
far in the ongoing Kharif mar-
keting season.

According to
Commissioner, Food and Civil
Supplies, Sorabh Babu, paddy
worth more than Rs 3,235
crore has been purchased from
the farmers, extending the
benefits to more than 2.74 lakh
farmers in the state. The state
government agencies and the
Food Corporation of India
(FCI) have procured more
than 1.30 lakh MT of paddy in
the last 24 hours. The process
of paddy procurement is being
conducted smoothly in the
state.

The government agencies
have made elaborate arrange-
ments to ensure farmers are

not harassed by middlemen.
Strict monitoring is also being
done to make the process
smooth. The government has
procured paddy worth Rs
3234.59 crore from 2,74,013
farmers at the minimum sup-
port price (MSP).

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath had given instruc-
tions to ensure smooth pur-
chase of the crop and had
directed the key officers,
including ADMs, SDMs and
tehsildars, to monitor the pur-
chase by making on-site
inspections of the purchase
centres. 

A total of 4,010 procure-
ment centres have been set up
across the state to facilitate
direct purchase from farmers
against last year’s 4,150 centres
in 73 districts.

The paddy is being pur-
chased at the MSP of Rs 1,960
per quintal for Grade A vari-
ety and Rs 1,940 per quintal for
common variety.
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Sakshi Chaudhary, a stu-
dent of City Montessori School,
Gomtinagar Campus II, has
secured a scholarship worth Rs
4 lakh from the Ministry of
Science and Technology,
Government of India. Sakshi
has been offered this scholar-
ship to pursue higher education
in Science under which she will
receive Rs 80,000 per year for
five years. Sakshi secured this
prestigious scholarship by fig-
uring in the top 1% merit list
in the country on the basis of
her ISC (class 12) marks. 
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‘Musings in Benares - A

Kaleidoscope of the Heart’,
authored by Vipul Varshney,
was released at a programme
organised in Lucknow on
Wednesday. Varhsney said the
book talks about the Hindu
myth of the temporal love of
Radha the milkmaid and
Krishna the cowherd, symbol-
ising the yearning of human
soul for the ultimate reality.
“Here Radha, the feminine or
‘prakriti’, aspires to merge with
the eternal. When one lets go
of the ego and enters  in a con-
sciousness that perceives itself
as merged with the ultimate
source of existence, this  con-
sciousness of union is a  heal-
ing antidote,” she said. 
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Lucknow (PNS): Divisional
Commissioner Ranjan Kumar
has instituted a medal in the
name of his 8-year-old autistic
son and it will be given away at
the Bhatkhande convocation
this year. Addressing mediaper-
sons, the divisional commis-
sioner said he has done this
because his son was very fond
of music. Kumar, who is cur-
rently holding the additional
charge as the vice-chancellor of
Bhatkhande Music Institute
Deemed University, also gave
details of the 11th convocation
which will be held on
December 10.

He said they were going
ahead with the digitisation of
Bhatkhande library. “The work
will start in a day or two and
will be carried out under the
Smart City project for safe-
guarding the books at the
library. The books will be avail-
able in digital format and the
students of Bhatkhande will get
a chance to browse through
them too. It will also give us an
opportunity to bring digital
books to the library,” he said. 

Asked when the deemed
university will get a proper uni-
versity status, he said the pro-
posal was in an advanced stage.
“A lot of exercise has been done
in this regard and the univer-
sity status may be announced
any day,” he added.

The divisional commis-
sioner said the convocation
would be held at Kala Mandap,
which is Bhatkhande’s own
auditorium, on December 10.

Kumar said the pro-
gramme would be presided
over by Governor Anandiben
Patel while Sajan Mishra would
be the special guest. He said  27
gold, 10 silver & eight bronze
medals, and three PhD degrees
would be awarded.

The deemed university has
its own glorious past and was
set up as a Music College by
Pandit Vishnu Narain
Bhatkhande along with broth-
ers Rai Umanath Bali and Rai
Rajeshwar Bali. It was inaugu-
rated by the then Governor
William Marris.
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A36-year-old traveler from
the United Kingdom test-

ed Covid positive at the
Lucknow airport on his arrival
via Dubai on Tuesday.
Suspected to be Omicron pos-
itive, he was admitted to Lok
Bandhu Hospital with very
mild symptoms.

Dr Arun Tewari from Lok
Bandhu Hospital said the trav-
eller works as a software engi-
neer in the United Kingdom
and came to Lucknow via
Dubai. “He is absolutely fine
and almost asymptomatic at
the moment. We are waiting
for the genome sequencing
report which will confirm
whether or not it is a case of
Omicron. If he does not turn
out to be positive for Omicron,
we will follow the existing
isolation policy,” he said.

Regarding other cases, a
senior official from the CMO
office said three women,
including one from Canada
also tested Covid positive.
“The woman from Canada
came to Lucknow 25 days
ago, so there is no recent trav-
el history. A girl from Goa
came to Lucknow on
December 4. She had tested
negative when she had arrived
at the airport but three or four
days back, she developed
symptoms and was tested for
corona. These women are res-
idents of Indiranagar and
Niralanagar. There is a third
woman who tested positive
and she had travelled to
Bhubaneswar 22 days ago,”
the official said.

He added that the contacts
of the patients have been
traced and all will be tested.
Nearly 186 contacts on board

the flight from Dubai were
also tested and all positive
samples will be sent for
genome sequencing.

Five people who were in
close contact with the traveller
from will be under strict sur-
veillance. They were sitting
very close to the suspect trav-
eller from Dubai.

Meanwhile, president  of
People’s Health Organisation
Dr Ishwar Gilada said that in
India most of the cases of
Omicron have had a foreign
travel history. “They have not
been seen in clusters where
there is a threat of communi-
ty transmission or secondary
transmission, and until and
unless we see them there, I
don’t think it will become a
major problem. We have to
keep our fingers crossed for
the next two weeks till the time
genome sequencing of their

primary and secondary con-
tacts shows the results because
it takes some time for its
results to come and these peo-
ple are likely to pass on the
infection to others,” he said.

Gilada said if the infection
has not got down to the prima-
ry and secondary contacts,
the community will be safe. “It
is a possibility that in India it
may not become big because
most of the people are either
infected or vaccinated,” he
said. However, he admitted
that all the cases being report-
ed in the country have very
mild symptoms.

Meanwhile, 415 people
were vaccinated at the
Gurudwara Naka Hindola on
Wednesday. Rajendra Singh
Bagga appealed to people to
get vaccinated in view of the
Omicron threat and follow
Covid-appropriate behaviour.
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The death of Chief of
Defence Services General

Bipin Rawat in a helicopter
crash on Wednesday after-
noon sent shockwaves down
the spine of around 3 lakh-
strong hill community resid-
ing in Lucknow. Spokesperson
of Uttarakhand Mahaparishad
Ashok Aswal said they were
praying for the safety of
General Rawat and his fami-
ly since they heard of the acci-
dent, but the news of his
death saddened them.

He said Gen Rawat had a
close connection with the
Uttarakhand Mahaparishad.
“He was the chief guest at the
Uttarakhand Mahotsav in

2018 and 2019. He was the
first person from the hill com-
munity to have reached this
position in the Defence Forces
and both Gen Bipin Rawat
and Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath belong to the same
Pauri Garhwal district,” he
pointed out.

Aswal said when Gen
Rawat inaugurated
Uttarakhand Mahotsav in
2019, he had suggested that a
hostel should be built for the
poor and needy students from
Uttarakhand and asked
Uttarakhand Parishad to get
the construction done. He
said Gen Rawat was a very
simple person with a good
sense of humour.

“Gen Rawat had also said

at the inaugural programme of
the Uttarakhand Mahotsav
that women of Uttarakhand
should be the first to join the
Armed Forces since talks were
on for the inclusion of women
at that time. He also pointed
out that Gen Rawat was 
mostly seen in his trademark
hat.

Aswal said every family
has one person in the army in
the Garhwal area and it was
the main source of income for
families there. “Whenever
Gen Rawat would visit his
home town, he did it quietly
like a secret mission. He
would visit all programmes
organized by people from
Uttarakhand across the coun-
try,” Aswal said.
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Lucknow University has
received a total of 144

applications for the ‘Shodh
Medha’ scholarship. DSW
Poonam Tandon said the
scholarship intends to provide
a financial assistance of Rs
5,000 per month for a maxi-
mum of three years to female
PhD research scholars of the
university.

“Scrutiny of these applica-
tions is in process and the
name of the beneficiary will be
declared soon,” she said.  

Two more popular schol-
arships — ‘Chhatra Kalyan’
and ‘Karmayogi’ — have been
introduced by the university
for the session 2021-22.

“Eligible applicants can
submit duly filled forms
downloaded from the uni-
versity website, along with all
required documents, in the
DSW office through respec-
tive heads, directors or facul-
ty deans latest by December
22,” Tandon said. As for the
eligibility criteria, the total
income of parents or
guardians should not exceed
Rs 3 lakh per annum. The
applicants should have scored
a minimum of 60% marks in
the previous examination and
have at least 75% attendance
in the previous academic
semester/year. They should
not be receiving any kind of
financial assistance through
any other means.
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Ayouth allegedly raped a
minor Dalit girl by threat-

ening to make her objectionable
photos viral on social media.
Two days after a case was reg-
istered, a team, under the super-
vision of DCP (East) Amit
Kumar Anand and ADCP
Qasim Abdi, was pressed into
service and the accused was
nabbed. He was identified as
Ajay Kashyap aka Satyam of
Chinhat.

On December 6, the police
had registered a case on the
complaint of the victim’s par-
ents. The case was registered
under Section 376 of IPC
against Kashyap, who was also
booked under POCSO Act. 

The victim’s parents alleged
that Kashyap befriended the 17-
year-old girl and secured her
objectionable photos. He then
forced himself upon her by
threatening to make the photos
viral on social media.

The girl narrated her ordeal
to her parents, who confronted
the accused. However, he
abused them and also used
casteist remarks. The police
said they were investigating the
case further to ensure strictest
punishment to the accused.

Meanwhile, the Mahanagar
police on Wednesday arrested
the leader of the youths who had
attacked an LLB student in full
public view near a hospital in
Mahanagar on December 2.
The accused was identified as

Naseeruddin of Old Mahanagar
in the area. He had allegedly led
the group of youths who were
charged with dacoity and
attempt to murder on the com-
plaint of victim Pankaj Sharma
of Madiaon.

Pankaj had alleged that he
had a rivalry with Naseeruddin
who used to extort money from
students by threatening to get
then framed in cases using his
police links. Pankaj had alleged
that Naseeruddin nursed a
grudge against him for raising
a voice of dissent against him
and lobbying with the victims of
extortion. The police said
Naseeruddin was absconding
since his name surfaced in the
case. He was arrested on a tip-
off.

Meanwhile, a nurse work-
ing at the Aliganj Community
Health Centre on a contractu-
al basis was found hanging in
her room in Gudamba police
station area on Wednesday. She
was identified as Pammi Verma
(28) of Chandan village in
Indiranagar. She was staying in
a room on rent in Paharpur
locality in Gudamba.

Her father Ashok Verma
said Pammi had successfully
completed graduation and a
nursing course. “She was found
hanging from the ceiling with a
dupatta tied around her neck,”
he told the police. The body was
sent for autopsy further inves-
tigation was underway. No sui-
cide note was recovered from
the room.
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The state unit of the
Communist Party of India

(Marxist-Leninist), on
Wednesday, asked the state
government to clear the arrears
of the sugarcane growers pend-
ing with Palia Sugar Mill. The
party extended support to the
agitating farmers also.

CPIM (ML) state secretary
Sudhakar Yadav in a statement
said farmers lost their crops
due to untimely flood in
Lakhimpur Kheri. He said the
farmers in the area were neck
deep in debt and as the sugar
mill owners were not making
payment of their sugarcane
arrears, they were facing finan-
cial problems.

Yadav said the UP govern-
ment was responsible if the pri-
vate sugar mills were not pay-
ing the cane arrears.

“The farmers are not
guilty. The government should
punish the sugar mill owners
and initiate legal action, but the
government should pay the
arrears to save farmers from
hardships so that they do not
commit suicide due to their
financial condition,” Yadav
said.

The CPI (ML) leader
released a list of sugar mills
which owed huge amounts to
the farmers.
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“The Bajaj Sugar Mill in
Palia owes Rs 267 crore to
farmers for the last fiscal. The
farmers are staging demonstra-
tions in a peaceful way for the

last 11 days at Palia Sugar Mill.
They had stopped supply of
sugar cane and running of the
sugar mill until their arrears
were cleared,” he said.
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The preparations are going
on in full swing not only by

the district and temple admin-
istration but also by the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) for
making the inauguration func-
tion of Kashi Vishwanath
Corridor (KVC) Project a
grand show. In this direction,
National General Secretary of
BJP Tarun Chugh inaugurated
the Media Centre in view to
provide information to the
national and international
media regarding the inaugura-
tion by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,

Speaking on the occasion,
Tarun Chugh said that a won-
derful work is going to be
done in Kashi for a whole
month from December 13 to
January 12. ‘From the inaugu-
ration of KVC Project, there
will be about 30 programmes
inside the corridor premises for
30 days,’ he said, adding that
before this, cleanliness cam-
paign has already been started
from December 5 and
Sankirtan, Bhajan and Prabhat
Pheri programmes from
December 8.

‘There will be a festive
atmosphere in entire Kashi on
the day of inauguration as a call
will be made to light a lamp by
contacting 5 lakh houses.
When the PM will worship at
KVC premises, then the work
of distribution of booklets and
prasad will be done to seven
lakh homes. The sants, mahat-
mas, scholars from all over the
country are coming here to
attend this function which will
be shown live at 51,000 places

in 15,444 party’s mandal units
across the country in which 500
to 700 people will join this pro-
gramme at each place,” he said,
adding that the inauguration
programme would be the task
of connecting the 135 crore
people. He said that at the
media centre, the central, state
and local media teams of the
BJP would be available for
information exchange.

State party’s co-in-charge
Sunil Ojha said that the

rebuilding of Baba Vishwanath
Dham is going on in everyone’s
mind. 

‘The people of the country
and the world are eager to
know what is going to happen
in Kashi on 13th December.
National and international
media teams from all over the
country will come to Kashi to
take this wonderful and historic
programme,’ he said. Regional
(Kashi Unit) president Mahesh
Chand Srivastava said that the
eyes of the country and the
world are on this historic inau-
guration programme. ‘This
media centre has been made
completely hi-tech as the facil-
ities of laptops etc will also be
available,’ he added.

The function was also
attended by national
spokespersons KK Sharma and
Prem Shukla, state media co-
in-charge Dharmendra Singh,
regional spokesman Navratan
Rathi, regional co-media in-
charge Santosh Solapurkar,
Naveen Kapoor, Somnath
Vishwakarma, city spokesman
Kishore Seth, Shailendra
Mishra, Abhinav Pandey,
Sriniketan Mishra and Ashok
Pandey.
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Health services including
emergency have been

paralysed badly both in the Sir
Sunderlal Hospital (SSH) and
Trauma Centre as on the call of
Federation of Resident Doctor
Association (FORDA), the
junior doctors of Institute of
Medical Sciences (IMS) in
Banaras Hindu University
(BHU) continued their strike
for the second day here on
Wednesday. They were protest-
ing against the delay in hearing
the case in the Supreme Court
for PG counselling and others
as the FORDA talks with the
Union Health Ministry also
failed.  

Due to the continuation of
the strike for the second day
despite warning of IMS offi-
cials, the patients who were
brought here faced a lot of
inconveniences. As SSH who
has already got the status like
AIIMS and the biggest hospi-
tal of this region, a large num-
ber of patients come here daily
for treatment not only from
various parts of Purvanchal
(eastern UP) but also from the
districts of adjoining states like
MP, Chattisgarh, Bihar and
Jharkhand. 

Due to the strike, the
patients and their families faced
a lot of problems as even the
working in the Emergency
Ward was badly affected.

Earlier, an advisory issued
to the junior doctors signed by
IMS Director and Dean of

Faculty of Medicine warned the
agitating junior doctors that
despite two earlier appeals
issued on November 29 and
December 2 last, they contin-
ued to remain absent from
patient care and academic
activities and due to this the
institute may take action
against them in view of the
ongoing pandemic act and
they may be asked to vacate the
hostel and ‘no work no pay’ and
the action may be informed to
the National Medical

Commission. 
In the same advisory it is

further said that in order to
reduce the workload, non-aca-
demic junior doctors are being
appointed on urgent basis. The
agitating doctors have also
been warned to resume their
duties immediately to avoid any
legal/ punitive action against
them.

Due to strike, even the
working at the operation the-
atres (OTs) have also been
affected apart from OPD,

though senior doctors and
senior residents examined the
patients. Meanwhile, the junior
doctors held a meeting to chalk
out their future plan of action
and strategy. Due to strike in
BHU hospital, many patients
were either shifted to Shri Shiv
Prasad Gupta (SSPG)
Divisional Hospital,
Kabirchaura or Pt Deen Dayal
Upadhyay (DDU) Government
Hospital, Pandeypur apart
from many other private hos-
pitals.
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In UP, about a quarter of the
total population is adoles-

cents in the age group of 10 to
19 years. ‘This age is very
important for physical and
mental growth as if parents are
aware, then adolescent girls will
stay away from malnutrition,’
said the nodal officer and
ACMO of Rashtriya Kishore/
Kishori Swashtya Karyakarm
(RKSK) Dr AK Gupta.
According to him, under the
National Adolescent Health
Programme, adolescent health
counseling centres are being
run at SSPG Divisional
Hospital and District Women's
Hospital in the district.

Dr Gupta informed that
adolescent girls and parents can
take advantage of it. ‘There are
three main stages of adoles-
cence-- early adolescence (9 to
13 years), middle adolescence
(14 to 15 years) and late ado-
lescence (16 to 19 years) and
during adolescence periods, a
lot of physical, mental/intellec-
tual, emotional and social
changes take place,’ he said.
Discussing the importance of
nutrition during adolescence,
Dr Gupta said that nutrition is
very important for growth and
development in adolescence. ‘It
is associated with changes in
adolescent body composition
and the onset of physical
puberty. Right nutrition accel-
erates the pace of growth.
Nutritional requirements
including micronutrients
increase in this stage. Sexual
development can be delayed

due to severe malnutrition.
The onset of menstruation in
adolescent girls and physical
changes in adolescents are
influenced by their nutrition-
al needs,’ he said. According to
him, micronutrients enable the
body to produce enzymes, hor-
mones and other substances in
sufficient quantities for prop-
er growth and development of
the body. Iron deficiency and
iron deficiency anemia are
more prevalent in 29 per cent
of adolescents and 54 per cent
of adolescent girls. Shubham
Srivastava, counsellor of the
Adolescent Health Counseling
Centre, SSPG Hospital, said
that about 25 adolescents are
counselled daily at the centre.
This year 486 adolescents were
counselled in September, 587 in
October and 416 in November.

Sarika Chaurasia, coun-
sellor of the Adolescent Health
Counseling Centre of the
District Women's Hospital,
said that 15 to 20 adolescent
girls are counselled every day
at the centre on their various
issues. This year 472 adolescent
girls were counselled in
September, 420 in October
and 445 in November.
‘Nutritional status is assessed by
calculating body mass index
(BMI). Overweight and obesi-
ty of adolescent girls are also
very harmful. Due to obesity,
the amount of fat gets deposit-
ed in the tissues and the body
weight increases by up to 20 per
cent more than the desired
weight. Due to obesity, high
levels of cholesterol in the
blood increase the risk of other

diseases,’ she added.
PRABHAT PHERI

TAKEN OUT:  In view to give
a grand appearance to the
inaugural ceremony of the
Kashi Vishwanath Dham,  sev-
eral cultural programmes are
being organised in the city
and in this order, a prabhat
pheri was on Wednesday taken
out from Godoulia crossing
under Divya Kashi-Bhavya
Kashi programme. It is note-
worthy that the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will inaugurate
his dream project the Kashi
Vishwanath Dham on
December 13. The UP Tourism
Minister and Religious Affairs
(Independent Charge) Dr
Neelkanth Tiwari inaugurated
the prabhat pheri and kirtan
programme and appealed the
people to celebrate the days of
December 12, 13 & 14 as
Deepotsav.  The main attrac-
tion of the prabhat pheri was
the team of damru  players as
the sound of damru was res-
onating in the sky making the
atmosphere a devotional as
damru is a musical instru-
ment associated with Lord
Shiva. The devotees were also
renting the air with singing
hymns during the prabhat
pheri.  The prabhat pheri cul-
minated at Northern gate of the
Kashi Vishwanath Dham. The
Mayor Mridula Jaiswal, BJP’s
city president Vidya Sagar Rai,
Sadhana Vedant, Pragya
Pandey, Meena Yadav and
many others were present on
the occasion. The convener of
the cultural programme Divya
Kashi-Bhavya Kashi Dr Rajesh

Trivedi said that the cultural
programme will continue till
December 13. It is noteworthy
that on the directive of the state
government, the district
administration and the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) as
well is leaving no stone
unturned to give a grand
appearance and splendid look
to the inaugural ceremony of
the Kashi Vishwanath Dham, a
dream project of the PM Modi. 

DEO CONSTITUTES
FSTS & SSTS FOR FREE
AND FAIR POLLING:  In
view of the assembly elections
in the state scheduled early next
year, the district administration
has started preparations for
ensuring the smooth, peaceful
and free & fair polling and in
this order, the District
Magistrate and District
Election Officer Kaushal Raj
Sharma has constituted flying
surveillance teams (FSTs) and
static surveillance teams (SSTs).
The members of both teams
have been asked not to leave
the district without prior per-
mission to the concerned
authority.  Sharma has consti-
tuted the FST and SST assem-
bly wise to ensure peaceful,
smooth and free & fair polling
in assembly elections of the
state scheduled early in 2022
and to issue necessary guide-
lines to the team members, a
meeting was held at Rifle Club
in the district Collectorate here
in the late afternoon on
Tuesday with the ADM, City
and Incharge of Zonal/Sector
Magistrates Gulab Chandra in
chair. 
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Ahoarding installed by
Bharatiya Janata Party

leaders depicting the condition
of Ram Lalla in Ayodhya before
and after the BJP came to
power set the political temper-
atures soaring ahead of the
2022 Uttar Pradesh assembly
elections.

The hoarding carries two
pictures with the caption —
“(Then) Ram Lalla the tent
mein vs (Now) Ho raha hai
bhavya Ram mandir ka nir-
man. Samajwadi Party and
Congress leaders slammed
BJP over the hoarding and

accused the ruling party of
dividing people in the name of
religion. Countering the
charge, BJP leaders said the
construction of Ram temple in
Ayodhya has been on the
agenda of the party and a pri-
ority for a long time.

The hoarding has been
installed at Sohbatiya Bagh
and many locations in trans-
Yamuna and trans-Ganga
areas.

BJP state co-convener
(media) Ashish Gupta said
that the construction of Ram
temple in Ayodhya has always
been a priority for the party.
“Lord Ram has always been

the epicenter of our faith and
we were most vocal for the
construction of Ram temple
for a long time,” he said.

He asked opposition lead-
ers why they were troubled by
the hoarding and whether
they were disappointed by
the construction of Ram tem-
ple going on in full swing.

Samajwadi Party district
president Yogesh Yadav said,
“BJP is not in a position to
face the public, therefore, it is
trying to divide people on the
lines of religion. The BJP gov-
ernment has failed on all
fronts, including development,
law and order, farmer’s prob-

lems, inflation, and is divert-
ing attention from these issues
by raising ‘mandir, masjid,
kabristan and Pakistan’ to
hide its failures.”

“People are fed up with
the ruling party’s anti-people
policies and BJP will not come
back to power this time,” said
Yadav.

UPCC general secretary
Mukund Tiwari said, “Lord
Ram is the centre of faith for
all of us but his name should
not be used for gaining polit-
ical mileage. It is unfortunate
that BJP is trying to use the
name of Lord Ram to grab
power again.
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Harish Chandra, former
Secretary to the

Government of India, has
demanded a CBI inquiry into
the rape of a minor Dalit and
the murder of the entire fami-
ly in Phaphamau, Prayagraj.

Speaking to the media in
the Press Club, Chandra said

that in this matter, from the CO
to the SSP, there was negligence
because the victim's family
was troubled since the year
2019. Had the police investigat-
ed the case and acted earlier,
then perhaps such a big inci-
dent would not have happened.

In fact, a finding report has
been prepared by the National
Dalit Justice Movement, Bharat

Jan Gyan Samiti, Dynamic
Action Group regarding this
incident. After preparing his
report, he met the Prayagraj
District Magistrate and put
forth his demand.

It was said that the police
were proactive in this matter
and efforts were on to save the
named accused. Efforts are
also being made to suppress the

matter on the basis of caste.
The officials associated with the
organisation also say that no
wrong person should be impli-
cated in the case. A case should
also be registered against the
responsible police officers
under the SC ST Act. He will
soon meet the Chief Minister
regarding this matter and will
keep his points.
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The woman recipients, who
were ahead of their male

counterparts for three consec-
utive months, are once again
trailing behind in vaccination
against Covid in the first week
of December. Out of 90,817
doses given between December
1 and 5, as many as 46,214
males, 44,555 females and 48
transgenders were adminis-
tered the shots.

Statistics by the health
department revealed that
women recipients had taken
the lead in vaccination in
September, October and
November months, but they
are now marginally trailing
behind their male counter-
parts in the first week of
December.

Out of 9,52,528 jabs
administered to eligible recip-
ients in November, as many as
5,00,968 females received the

jabs, while the strength of
male recipients who took the
vaccine was 4,51,214.

Similarly, out of the total
8,41,889 doses given in
October, as many as 4,40,094
doses were given to women,
while 4,01,428 doses were
received by males. Moreover,
in September, out of a total of
9,39,300 given doses given to
eligible recipients, as many as
4,78,740 females and 4,60,002
males were given jabs.

Figures also revealed that
out of 46,38,616 doses given
so far, 24,16,681 males, 22,
19,925 females and 2,010 trans
genders were covered.

With the beginning of the
vaccination drive against
Covid-19 in the city, as many
as 11,504 doses were given to
frontline workers in January.
In February, the figure of
doses given to recipients
including front line workers
was 51,575 which grew up to

1,17,625 in March and went
up to 1,86,853 in April respec-
tively.

The figure crossed the
two lakh mark in May when
a total of 2,21,808 doses were
given to eligible recipients of
all age groups. The figure of
jabs given to recipients in
June was 2,74,860 and grew to
3,52,925 jabs in July. The pace
of vaccination gained momen-
tum in the second week of
August and a total of 5,84,496
jabs were given in August
alone. However, figures now
show that November has bro-
ken all previous records.

Officials of the district
health department have set a
target to administer the vac-
cine to around 45.16 lakh
beneficiaries, including 31
lakh recipients aged between
18 and 44 years,and 13 lakh
beneficiaries aged over 45
years.

Out of 46,38,616 doses

given so far, as many as
33,30,40 f irst doses and
13,08,211 second doses were
given. Officials, meanwhile,
said the health department is
making efforts to intensify
vaccination exercises to cover
the eligible recipients in the
Prayagraj district.

Additional chief medical
officer and district immu-
nization officer (DIO) Dr
Teerath Lal told the newsper-
sons that over 74 percent of
targeted recipients of all age
groups were given at least the
first dose, while 29 percent of
targeted recipients are fully
vaccinated till now. He, how-
ever, claimed that we have
focussed on administering the
second dose to the eligible
recipients on the scheduled
time and for that, health teams
are approaching them in rural
and urban areas to cover them
under the fully vaccinated
category.
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North Central Railway,
under the guidance of

General Manager Pramod
Kumar, is observing Energy
Conservation Week from
December 7 to 14 to promote
awareness. All three divisions
— Prayagraj, Jhansi and Agra
— and two workshops in Jhansi
and Sithouli are participating in
it. All the divisions and railway
workshops are committed to
saving energy and promoting
maximum use of green energy-

- solar energy in railways,
implementation of various
energy saving measures and
use of energy-efficient electri-
cal appliances in offices and
residences. Also, awareness is
being created to implement
energy saving in every sphere
of life as a mission, in nation-
al interest.

During the Energy
Conservation Week, Agra,
Jhansi and Prayagraj divisions
besides NCR workshops are
spreading the message of
energy conservation not only

among Railway users but also
among the public. Energy
conservation jingles are being
run at various stations of
North Central Railway. Video
clips of Energy Conservation
messages are being displayed
at railway stations. Railway
Passengers are being sensi-
tised about energy saving and
its importance through
announcements at Railway
Stations.

During the calendar year
2021, NCR has generated
11.24 million unit of green

energy with its 11 MWp solar
power plants and regenerated
17.6 crore unit energy with the
3-phase technology electric
locomotives in its train oper-
ation.  

On this occasion, passen-
gers, railway employees and
their families are being made
aware about energy conserva-
tion measures. Following
Covid-19 protocols, special
awareness campaigns are also
being organised at divisions
and railway workshops by the
electrical department of NCR.
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Police arrested the accused
involved in the murder of a

minor girl which took place a
few days ago in a village under
Mauaima police station.  The
body of an eight-year-old girl
was found in a bush on
Saturday morning in a village
under Mauaima police station
area in Prayagraj. Her face was
burnt with acid. In the post-
mortem report, it was revealed

that she was strangled to death,
while the slide was saved on the
suspicion of rape. In the case,
the police arrested Bachche
Lal, who lives in the neighbour-
hood of the deceased. Bachche
Lal told the police that he was
disturbed by the children's
quarrel. When he came home
in an inebriated state on
November 30, his children told
that an eight-year-old girl was
fighting with them. In a state of
intoxication, he got furious

and took away the girl playing
near the house by pressing her
face. He killed her by strangu-
lation and dumped the body in
the forest cover. He told the
police that after killing the
girl, he quietly came back home
and slept. When there was an
uproar about the disappearance
of the girl, he got upset. On the
morning of December 1, he
told the family that he had got
a job and was going there. After
that he disappeared.

The girl was scolded many
times by Lal. However, the
girl's family members also used
to come forward and then
there was a fight between the
two sides. There was already a
dispute between the two fam-
ilies about building a wall, due
to which the matter escalated.
He had also threatened to kill
the girl's family. Lal told the
police  there was a fight every
day because of the girl, due to
which he murdered her.
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Many departments are
engaged in the prepara-

tions for the Magh Mela 2022
to be held on the sand of
Sangam in Prayagraj. BSNL is
also busy in its preparations.
Devotees and tourists coming
to Magh Mela will not have to
worry about the problem of
mobile network.

For this, BSNL will install
four towers in the Magh Mela
area. The connectivity facili-
ty in the four towers will start
before January 10.

Apart from this, BTS of
Jhunsi, Allahpur and Naini
areas will also be moved
towards Sangam for three
months.

The process of installing
towers in Magh Mela area will
start from December 15. First
of all, a BSNL tower will be
installed near Sangam Tower.
During the Magh Mela, espe-
cially on the main bathing fes-
tival, lakhs of devotees come
to the Sangam area to have a
holy dip here. 

During this, the problem
of the network increases and

there is a problem in talking
on the mobile in the Sangam
area. 

This arrangement is being
made so that there is no net-
work problem in the Mela
area. The connectivity capac-
ity and scope of BTS installed
during          Magh Mela will
also be increased.

BSNL Public Relations
Officer Ashish Kumar Gupta
said that the place where the
tower is to be installed in
Magh Mela area, that place
will be marked soon. 

After that the work of

installing BTS in the Mela area
will start. 

He further said that all
BTS will be on 3G. Apart from
this, consumers will also get
better internet speed.

In Magh Mela area, con-
sumers will get the connection
of landline.  Connection
will be given for high speed
of internet.  For this
optical fiber cable will be
spread in the Mela
area.       The process             of
giving connections wil l
start from the first week of
January.
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The four-day Inter-Regional Badminton
Championship 2021 concluded in the Nigahi

area of Northern Coalfields Limited (NCL)
recently. In it matches were played in open, vet-
eran and super veteran
categories. The specialty of
this year’s championship
was that for the first time
in the contest an inter-
regional women’s bad-
minton competition was
also organised in which
women from various pro-
jects and units of the com-
pany participated enthusi-
astically. On the occasion
of its closing ceremony
General Manager (Nigahi) Harish Duhan who
was present as the chief guest congratulated all
the winners, runners-up and players for their
excellent performance.Company JCC member
from BMS PK Singh, CMS representative RC
Prasad, from RCSS BS Bisht and CMOAI gen-
eral secretary Sarvesh Singh were present.
Besides, from the NCL Sports Promotion
Board DP Dubey — BKSS, Vijay Kumar, CMS
and Sudhir Kumar Negi from RCSS were pre-
sent. A total of 13 teams participated in the men’s
group and nine teams in the women’s group dur-
ing the competition. In men’s singles competi-
tion Manish Vishwakarma from Jayant was vic-

torious and S Thapa from Dudhichua was the
runner-up. In men’s doubles Vipin Kalra (CWS)
and from headquarters DN Tiwari’s team won.
In the women’s singles competition, Monodipa
Dey was the winner from headquarters and
Nikitashu from Jayant was the runner-up. In

women’s doubles from
the headquarters the
team of Anita Ojha
and Monodipa Dey
won. SK Verma from
Dudhichua won the
title in the veteran sin-
gles of personnel
above 45 years of age
and from the head-
quarters Amit Das was
the runner-up. In the
veteran doubles the

team of Rajeev Chopra from Dudhichua and DB
Shetty from Jayant won. 

In the veteran singles for personnel above
55 years of age the team of Bisan Singh from
Dudhichua and RK Singh of Block B won. In
the team championship, Jayant’s team per-
forming brilliantly won the championship and
Dudhichua's team was adjudged the runner-up.
Significantly, in NCL keeping in mind the all-
round development of the personnel sports cul-
ture is being promoted continuously. Under it
various sports events are organised in the com-
pany and at the same time sports infrastructure
is also being improved continuously.

�<$$2��<1@21+	� '()*+�,��

The International Day for
Persons with Disabilities

was celebrated by the NTPC
Vindhyachal management for
the Divyang employees work-
ing in various departments/sec-
tions of the project in CV
Raman auditorium of the
administrative building. In it all
the Divyang employees present
were welcomed by being
offered flowers. 

A presentation on the topic
of health management for
Divyang was given by Dr
Vartika Kulshrestha in which
she threw light on the topics
related to their health. After
that a quiz was also organised
for the Divyang
employees.Thereafter in the
meeting of the Divyang
employees and NTPC
Vindhyachal management the
progress made on the topics
raised by all the Divyang
employees in the last meeting
was discussed. It’s main objec-
tive was to discuss with all the
Divyang employees and brain-
storm on their challenges and
suggestions. In this meeting all
the Divyang employees partic-
ipated enthusiastically and pre-
sented their views to the senior
management for discussion.

General Manager (Operation &
Maintenance), ES Phani Kumar
appreciated the dedication and
devotion of the Divyang
employees and assured the
employees of the support of the
management. In his speech
Phani Kumar congratulated
everyone on the International
Day of Persons with Disabilities
and while encouraging the
Divyang employees said they
all are the pride of the society
and can touch every height.
Divyang employees of NTPC
Vindhyachal participated in
this cultural programme. The
programme started with a
prayer by Bhagat Singh
Chouhan. Thereafter, Mamta
Srivastava, Anand Joshi and
Abha won everyone’s heart
with their poetry. Kalyan Singh
captivated all with poetry and

verse. Along with it LK Gupta
made everyone laugh a lot
with his jokes. Ravindra Kumar
Mishra while starting with a
humorous poem with a few
lines made everyone emotion-
al. Along with it he sang many
songs in his melodious voice. In
Mishra’s song the presentation
of tabla player Brijesh Shukla,
who was accompanying him,
compelled everyone to clap. 

On the occasion all the
Divyang employees were hon-
oured by General Manager
(Operation and Maintenance),
ES Phani Kumar, all the
General Managers, heads of
departments and sections
besides senior officers.The pro-
gramme ended with a vote of
thanks being proposed by
Senior Manager (HR) Kamna
Sharma.
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The third match of the Under-19 North
Eastern Railway Cricket Cup was played on

Tuesday. Under the aegis of
North Eastern Railway
Sports Association (NERSA)
the NER Cricket Cup being
played at the Railway crick-
et grounds from December
3 to January 3 the third
match was played between
ATM Cricket Academy and
Siddharthnagar. In it
Siddharthnagar team defeat-
ed ATM Cricket Academy by
a huge margin of 64 runs to
enter the next round. Batting
first after winning the toss, Siddharthnagar team
scored 139 runs in 37.1 overs in which Alok
Mishra made 26 runs with the help of four
boundaries, Devraj and Prabhakar scored 19

each and Alok Yadav scored 17 runs.  ATM
Cricket Academy’s Ritesh took three wickets for
seven runs in 5.1 overs. Aadesh and Vikas got
two wickets each while Suraj got one. Chasing

the target of 140 runs, the
team of ATM Cricket
Academy collapsed at the
score of 75 runs in 17.4
overs. 

Thus Siddharthnagar’s
team won by 64 runs. ATM
Cricket Academy’s Vinay
contributed 36 runs by hit-
ting six fours and Suraj 15
runs with the help of two
fours. Apart from them no
player could reach the two
figure mark. On the other

hand, Siddharthnagar team’s Alok Mishra took
four wickets for 18 runs in 4.4 overs. Alok Yadav
took three wickets for 12 runs in four overs and
Krishna and Vinay got one wickets each.
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DPRO Arvind Kumar while
reviewing development

works at Halia block on
Tuesday took the officials con-
cerned to task for incomplete
construction of community
toilets and cow shelter homes
at several sites. In the meeting
he directed the SHGs looking
after the community toilets to
maintain the attendance regis-
ter and keep it updated. He
instructed the officials to pur-
chase computer and furniture
for Panchayat Bhawan from
separate firms. He directed to
complete the work of crema-
tion places in Bhitaha and
Bhainsod Balay Pahad till
December 20 without fail. He
directed the panchayats to clear
the electricity bills of schools
from the Finance Commission
head. After the meeting the
DPRO inspected Gadbada
Dham temple area and direct-
ed to keep the place neat and
clean. On the bank of Sewati
river he directed the village
panchayat to construct tem-
porary toilets along with
changing rooms for women
before the fair. During the
inspection the DPRO was
accompanied by BDO Rakesh

Singh, ADO (Panchayat)
Piyush Dubey and other offi-
cials.

ASSISTANCE: District
Magistrate Praveen Kumar
Laxkar sanctioned an amount
of �12 lakh as financial assis-
tance under natural calamity
head in connection the incident
in which three children were
burnt alive under Madihan
police station when straw
caught fire and directed the
revenue officials to ensure its
distribution to the victims’
family.

TOURNAMENT: District
Magistrate Praveen Kumar
Laxkar while inaugurating the
67th district sports tourna-
ment for children at the GIC
grounds on Tuesday said vic-
tory in sports was less impor-
tant than participation and
success less important than
struggle in life.  The tourna-
ment started with the lighting
of the ceremonial lamp jointly
by the DM and Chief
Development Officer (CDO)
Srilaxmi VS. The DM was wel-
comed by divisional AD (Basic)
Fateh Bahadur Singh. The
results were announced and the
prizes were given to the win-
ners as well as teams. Seema
Prajapati of Rajgarh block

secured the first place in 400
metres race while Piyush of
City block stood first in 50
metres race and Anita of
Jamalpur block obtained the
first position in long jump. In
yoga competition the team of
boys of Pahadi bagged the first
prize while in the girls Rajgarh
block was declared the winner.
On the other hand, in Kabaddi
the team of girls of Jamalpur
secured the first place. 

DEDICATED TO PUB-
LIC: Chairman Nagar Palika
Parishad (NPP) Mirzapur
Manoj Jaiswal dedicated a

hearse van to public on
Tuesday. He said that the
facility will be available free of
cost. The chairman flagged off
the van and made available
two mobile numbers
9140950068 and 9532073250
to call for the service.
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Kanpur Divisional
Commissioner Dr Raj

Shekhar, while holding a meet-
ing to review the progress of
development works, finance
and election related works,
directed Kanpur Nagar District
Magistrate Vishak G Iyer to
prepare a data of land belong-
ing to gram samaj.

He said the details of the
gram samaj land should be
fowarded in a phased manner
and in future all land related
documents should be verified
properly during campaigns and
fed in the computers and the
details should be preserved. He
said the objective was to pre-
pare a land bank which was
much needed to bring in more
transparency.

He said a campaign should
be carried out for verification
of all water sources, ponds of
the entire division and also
directed to take action as per
norms. He said there were 21
defaulter issues of IGRS and
over 818 issues were pending.
He said thus there was a need
to carry out detailed and reg-
ular hearings to settle the cases
with full satisfaction of the
complainants. He said the com-
missionerate should be kept
well informed on a regular
basis.

The divisional commis-
sioner said in the district paddy
purchase was just 5.84 per
cent of the target and was
much below the average. He
directed the officials to speed
up paddy purchase at all the 82
purchase centres to meet the
target. He said all the centres
should have enough gunny
bags and cash and proper
arrangements for transporta-
tion should be made on prior-
ity. He said the distribution
officer’s control room number
8005019263 should be proper-
ly publicised so that com-
plaints could be received and
immediate efforts be made to
settle them on priority. He
said it was the duty of the offi-
cials to ensure that the progress
of the procurement was
apprised to the farmers as well.

He then verified the entries
in the complaint register and
found that out of the total
amount of Rs1220.08 lakh of
1023 farmers a sum of Rs
713.49 lakh was yet to be paid
to 610 farmers.

Dr Shekhar said out of the

cows numbering approximate-
ly 26,775, as many as 19,557
had been protected. He said
similarly under the
Mukhyamantri Sahbhagita
Yojana, as compared to the tar-
get of 1,240,  a total of 3,160
had been achieved. He direct-
ed the officials to tour the cat-
tle protection centres and cross-
check if they were being tend-
ed to properly and given med-
ical aid at the time of need. He
also directed officials to carry
out a death audit of the cattle
and properly dispose of the car-
cass.

The divisional commis-
sioner said out of the total of 28
raein baseras (shelters) man-
aged by the Kanpur Nagar
Nigam and urban municipali-
ties should have proper facili-
ties and added that during
night, a vehicle should move on
the roads with blankets and dis-
tribute the blankets to the poor
needy destitutes.

He said as many as 74.8 per
cent of the eligible population
had received the first dose of
Covid vaccine and 37.9 per
cent the second dose also. He
said there was a need to prepare
a micro plan so that the 100 per
cent target of the first dose was
achieved by December 31,
2021. He said the micro plan
should also be prepared for
eradication of single use plas-
tic and a special meeting relat-
ed to this should be held in

January, 2022 so that the ban
on plastic could be enforced in
a transparent manner. He
emphasised the need for prop-
er publicity for this in various
media of the city.

Discussing the revision of
voters’ list, he said the names of
deceased persons should be
deleted from the list and this
should be done with the help of
the BLO concerned in a trans-
parent manner and death cer-
tificate of such persons should
be collected. He said care
should be taken that no name
was wrongly entered or delet-
ed in the voters’ list. He said the
BLOs would have to ensure
they get the form filled of all
those youths who had attained
the age of 18 for voting and
their names were included in
the voters’ list.

ROPESH GOYAL WINS
YOUNG  GEOSPATIAL
SCIENTIST AWARD: Ropesh
Goyal from IIT-Kanpur won
the ‘Young Geospatial Scientist’
award in recognition of his
unique contribution to devel-
oping the Indian Geoid Model
and computation software.
Member of Space Commission,
Government of India, and for-
mer ISRO Chairman AS Kiran
Kumar presented the award to
Goyal during the inaugural
event of the DigiSmart India
2021 conference hosted by the
Geospatial World in
Hyderabad. The ‘Young

Geospatial Scientist’ award and
a gold medal have been pre-
sented every year since 2011 to
promising scientists below 35
years of age in memory of
Rachapudi Kamakshi, a strate-
gic analyst with a strong incli-
nation towards geography and
geospatial studies. The
Rachapudi Kamakshi
Memorial Trust is an organi-
sation founded to help and
encourage students and young
and talented individuals with
great ideas and research work
in the field of geospatial sci-
ences. Rachapudi Kamakshi
(1981-2010), who had a keen
interest in geomorphology,
remote sensing and GIS, had
done geography honours from
BR Ambedkar College, Delhi
University, and pursued MBA
from IIPM Delhi before mov-
ing to the US in 2005.

There she completed dou-
ble Masters from California
Lutheran University. After
working with Lockheed Martin
for some time, she moved to
Bank of America as a financial
analyst and became a senior
strategic analyst in a brief time
of over one year. Positioning
geospatial technologies as any
technology that enables the
creation, management, analy-
sis and visualisation of geospa-
tial data, this year’s edition of
the GeoSmart India 2021 con-
ference is being held from
December 7-9.
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In a bid to know the ground
realities of complaints/appli-

cations received during the
Janata Darshan programme,
the Vice Chairman of Kanpur
Development Authority (KDA)
Arvind Singh carried out spot
inspection of different schemes
in Zones 3 and 4 with the offi-
cers on Tuesday. In the light of
these complaints and keeping
in view the necessary develop-
ment there, he inspected the
Transport Nagar in Babupurwa
(Zone 4) with the office-bear-
ers of Transport Association.
He directed the sales incharge
and engineering incharge con-
cerned to identify the allotted
and disputed plots against the
available plots created by KDA.
He also inspected the Jaina
Palace in Ratanlal Nagar (Zone
3) and directed the zonal sales
incharge to ensure quick dis-
posal of pending litigation by
effectively following up the
issue in the court. 

He then took a round of
Jarauli Phase-2 and found
around 100 plots lying vacant
there. He directed the zonal
sales and engineering incharges
concerned to arrange sales of
these plots through lotter/E-
auction after going through
their records and removing
encroachments from there.
During inspection of different
schemes in Zone 4, he found
that on the land of Highway
City Scheme owned by KDA,
no layout was prepared and
development work on it allot-
ted so far. He directed to carry
out fencing of the area to pre-
vent it being encroached by
people. Besides, he also found
around 6600 sq mtr land
owned by KDA lying vacant in
Zone 4 itself. For this, he
directed the officials concerned
to consider over possibilities of
setting up a comercial complex
there. Seeing unauthorised pos-
session on some plots during
inspection, he directed the
enforcement incharge to get it
removed soon. On getting the
large area of land/number of
plots vacant, he directed to
soon arrange their sale through
lottery/E-auction after proper
check up of records. For the
undisputed land owned by
KDA, he directed to identify
the same and prepare a com-
prehensive residential or com-
mercial plan to serve the inter-
est of economically weaker
section of the society. He asked
the officials to submit the plant
within next 10 days.

ILLEGAL POSSESSION
DEMOLISHED: The enforce-
ment squad demolished the
illegal possession on 600 sq mtr
land of gram samaj on Arazi
No.274 in Bingawa village on
Tuesday. The land vacated from
illegal possession was worth
around Rs 1 crore. During the
drive, Tehsildar Arsala Naz,
revenue and enforcement
departments team and local
police force were present. The
drive was carried out in view of
complaints received by the
KDA Vice  Chairman Arvind
Singh and the diirectives issued
to the Tehsildar concerned for
demolishing the illegal posses-
sion after examining records
and spot inspecton. 
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KANPUR (PNS): Members of
Kanpur University Self Finance
Teachers’ Association (KUSF-
TA), led by their president Dr
Kamlesh Yadav and general
secretary Dr AP Singh, have
opposed the transfer policy of
degree college teachers. They
met the Vice-Chancellor Prof
Vinay Kumar Pathak and
handedover him a memoran-
dum in this regard. They
informed that the teachers with
UGC qualification NET, Ph.D.
were only allowed their trans-
fer to the colleges affiliated to
the University. Whereas, the
University had, in the past,
agreed the transfer of approved
teachers also having M.Phil.
and M.Ed. degrees. They said
many colleges were either not
disbursing any salary to self-
finance teachers or paying very
negligible amount. This was so
as the college management
was aware that the approval of
teachers cannot be done by any
other university. The delegation
urged the V-C to allow trans-
fer of only approved teachers.
V-C Prof Pathak has assured
them to resolve the issue by
including it in the agenda for
the forthcoming  meeting.



East Bengal on a course that
was to lead, over the next 24
years, to the breakup of
Pakistan and the rise of East
Bengal as the independent
republic of Bangladesh.

Moreover, Ayesha Jalal,
the Cambridge scholar who
has authored a volume titled
The Sole Spokesman, called
East Pakistan a rural slum,
meaning worthless except for
growing rice, which the locals
ate, and raw jute with no mills
to weave it until later. And, of
course, in the Sylhet district
there were some tea planta-
tions. But it must be said that
the jute and tea earned some
hard currency in foreign
exchange, more than what the
western wing earned in 1947-
48. Nevertheless, the tall, fair
west Pakistanis looked down
upon the easterners as dark,
short and inferior. The least
one did was to look upon the
New Medinawalas (Aligarh
University students) where
the sub-continental ‘brother-
hood of Islam’ were to gath-
er. In that potential fortress of
Islam, could one momin look
at another momin of the east
with such contempt? Yet he
did until he was rid of the
dark, short brother/sister in
1971, in his heart of hearts

good riddance.
West Pakistanis were

smug besides being contemp-
tuous. One example was Field
Marshal Ayub Khan, at the
peak of his power, amalga-
mating all of west Pakistan
into one province with Khan
Saheb, the brother of Frontier
Gandhi, as the Chief Minister.
He called it west Pakistan.
Instead, he should have sub-
divided east Pakistan into, say,
four provinces. So that the
eastern wing would have
united to vote for the Awami
League in 1971 and won all
the seats except two and be in
a position to vote out the
whole of the western wing.
The crisis had thus begun
with Mujibur Rahman claim-
ing to be the Prime Minister-
in-waiting. How could short,
black people rule over the tall,
fair people? The western wing
considered this an abdominal
thought and therefore sent Lt
General Tika Khan to devas-
tate the Bengalis.

In the late 1990s and dur-
ing the regime of Begum
Khaleda Rahman, Bangladesh
awarded India with six
chopped heads of its Border
Security Force personnel on
bamboos like shikared ani-
mals across the border.

Indians were so dreaded that
they took the beheaded heads
of their soldiers with equa-
nimity! There have been highs
in Indo-Bangladesh relations
in the years of Bangabandhu
and these six heads on bam-
boos were the low. When
Morarji Desai came to power
in 1977, he said that “we had
one Pakistan but Indira
Gandhi has given us two”.

Our relation with Dhaka
appears to be warm since
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi came to power but
recently Bangladesh reward-
ed India by desecrating 92
temples there and killing a few
local Hindus. It is possible that
the mischief was resorted to
by one or more terrorist
groups and had nothing to do
with the majority party, the
Awami League. Nevertheless,
the rioting proved, once again,
that Bangladesh can prove to
be, from time to time, a haven
and launch pad for terrorism.
What did India gain by 
freeing Bangladesh from the
yoke of Islamabad? If not 
infiltrators, terrorists?

(The writer is a 
well-known columnist, an
author and a former member
of the Rajya Sabha. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — Russian President Vladimir
Putin's recent visit to India to meet
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will bol-
ster up the economic ties and improve
the defence infrastructure, giving stim-
ulus to the ‘Make in India’ initiative. The
two countries have remained distant
from each other in the last two years
which created a jinx in the bilateral rela-
tions between them. India was partly left
alone to deal with emerging threats
from China and increased dependence
on the US as a compulsion. The differ-
ences remain obvious between US
President Joe Biden and PM Modi
despite much hyped diplomacy.

The formation of the Quad to
counter Chinese expansion in the Indo-
Pacific region and US alienation from
Afghanistan had enabled China to fos-
ter a close bond with fledgling Taliban
and Pakistan to display its hegemony
towards India and Taiwan and other
Quad nations. Russia, an old ally of
India, has always stood the test of time
which it has proved time and again.
India, on the other hand, is one of the
largest importers of Russian weapons.
One hopes that bilateral relations
between the two vibrant leaders PM
Modi and President Putin will grow and
benefit the interests of both the nations.

Janga Bahadur Sunuwar | Bagrakote
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Sir — Corruption is a worldwide bane
that affects different stratas of the
nation. Almost five per cent of the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) of developing
countries is drowned by the menace of
corruption. The developed nations are
reeling under the onslaught of corrupt
practices of their administration.
Education, health, economy and law are
but a few spheres of a nation that have
crumbled due to excessive corruption.
It is common knowledge that corrup-
tion in a Government structure is a hur-
dle on the path of development and
progress. 

American author John Steinbeck has
rightly said, “it is not just power that

corrupts, but the fear of losing the
power that corrodes the corrupt”. It can
be said that power doesn't corrupt peo-
ple, but people corrupt power. Bribe is
a chronic problem and deeply rooted in
our system. It won't go away easily, but
if we wish to see a corruption-free India,
the issue of bribes has to be settled. The
youth has an important role in acting
as a catalyst of change because it is an
age where the mind is generally free of
corrupt ideas. One also cannot under-
mine the role of parents and teachers in
inculcating the right values in young
minds. 

Ganapathi Bhat | Akola
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Sir — It is distressing to note that
sewage water flowed into the beautiful
Marina beach during the recent inces-
sant rains in Chennai and turned the
blue waters to a brownish hue. Not only
the Marina, oceans worldwide are con-

stantly under the threat of adulterations
and, in fact, have been reduced to ‘rub-
bish dumps’ with millions of tons of lit-
ter ending up in the sea. According to
the United Nations Environmental
Program, up to 12.7 metric tons of plas-
tic make their way into the oceans in a
year. 

We need to serve as educators and
ambassadors of a lifestyle in the water.
Needless to say that waterways are cru-
cial for the existence of human beings.
Together we must develop a passion for
the ocean and have the moral obliga-
tion to keep it clean and safe.  Said the
renowned Dutch painter Vincent Van
Gogh, “The heart of a man is very
much like the sea, it has its storms, it
has its tides and in its depth, it has its
pearls too.”

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Anumber of Indians have
written articles cele-
brating the country’s
joint victory with

Bangladesh in 1971. I have no
quarrel in principle with com-
memorating any triumph,
including one on the cricket or
hockey field. Although a victo-
ry over Pakistan is an intra-sub-
continental affair and therefore
rather like a para-civil war and
not an international triumph. We
have not enjoyed such an
achievement since Chandragupta
Maurya defeated Seleucus, the
appointee of Alexander the Great
over Bactria in 317 BC.

That is a quibble contrasted
with the blunder of helping to
separate the eastern wing of
Pakistan from the rest of the
country. International realpolitik
would have suggested that the
eastern wing with a majority of
the country’s population was a
millstone around Pakistan’s neck.
First and foremost, the popula-
tion of the eastern wing was larg-
er than the western’s. Two, the
Bengalis appeared prouder of
their language than their religion,
whether Islam or Hinduism. In
fact, Bengal was a reluctant
applicant to Pakistan. Fazlur
Rahman and Sir Abdul Rahim
were negotiating with Sarat Bose
to keep the province united to be
a third separate dominion over
and above Hindustan and
Pakistan. Jinnah was encourag-
ing them because a Muslim-
majority dominion would most-
ly side with Pakistan, especially
with a Muslim Premier, forever.
The Communist Party was also
backing this third opinion.

What East Bengal — now
Bangladesh — meant to Qaid-e-
Azam Jinnah is reflected in the
fact that he had never visited it
before March 19, 1948. When he
did, he addressed the Dhaka
University only to tell its students
that Urdu would be the sole
national language of Pakistan,
angering his audience. On March
21, he warned a large crowd at the
Dhaka Race Course against what
he called the forces of subversive
conspiracy bent on destroying
Pakistan’s unity. Feeble protests
were heard from the crowd. Far
louder voices of protest were to
be heard only days later. The Qaid
had through his Dhaka speech set
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Campaign activities have now
gained momentum in Uttar
Pradesh where elections are slat-
ed for early next year.  Chief

Minister Yogi Adityanath is visiting the
districts and making direct communica-
tion with the public. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is inaugurating projects
and Union Home Minister Amit Shah
along with BJP national president JP
Nadda is making forays into different
areas. Leaders of different opposition par-
ties have also started working on their
strategy to counter the ruling BJP govern-
ment.  

After Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath,
the focus is on Akhilesh Yadav who is also
drawing massive crowds wherever he is
going. People wait for hours, even till mid-
night, to get a glimpse of Akhilesh. Even
Congress national general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi is drawing good crowds
enthusing hopes among the party man-
darins that Congress may spring a sur-
prise in this election.

In all election surveys, Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) is being given the number
three position after Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and Samajwadi Party (SP).
Congress is being projected as the num-
ber four party in every election survey.
Despite, BSP being projected as a third
position no one can rule out the impor-
tance of Mayawati in UP politics. The
political pundits believe that rejecting
Mayawati in these elections would be a
great mistake as she and her party can still
prove to be a dark horse in this election. 

Recently, many senior leaders desert-
ed BSP, and the majority of them joined
Akhilesh’s party and the rest, BJP. This has
not affected Mayawati as she claimed that
those who left BSP had gone alone, thus
signifying that the cadre is still with her.
Bahujan Samaj Party has a committed a
vote bank of over 20 per cent. Mayawati
wants Muslim votes in UP. The party has
successfully carried out Brahmin
Sammelans across the state. She is insist-
ing on maintaining the old base of Dalit
and Brahmin votes in BSP.  In such a sit-
uation, BSP can surprise everyone at the
Hustings. 

In various election surveys conduct-
ed in the state, BJP has been projected to
get 41 to 44 percent of the votes, while SP,
as per surveys, is likely to get 32 percent
votes, followed by BSP (15 percent),
Congress (6 percent) and others also six
percent. In terms of seats, pollsters have
projected that BJP would get 241 to 249
seats and SP’s share would be between 130
and 138 seats. The surveys say that the
BSP may end up getting between 15 and
19 seats and the Congress between 3 and
7 seats. All the election surveys have given
more or less the same projections which
show that there would be a direct contest
between SP and BJP.  The surveys have
ignored BSP.

These surveys have not amused
Mayawati as she contends that such sur-
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veys do not affect her party. She
has also demanded that Election
Commission should ban such sur-
veys because she believes that
they are being carried out to influ-
ence some parties’ fortunes. She
alleged that a large amount of
money exchanged hands during
these surveys. According to lead-
ers close to Mayawati, the voters of
BSP do not participate in the
election surveys and they keep
silent and are supposed to throw
surprises in the elections.  The
think tank in BSP believes that UP
elections would witness a direct
contest between BJP and BSP, not
SP as projected by many surveys.
The belief in Mayawati’s camp is
that BSP will give a tough fight to
BJP on every seat.

What has made BSP leaders
confident is the ground support that
the party enjoys. They have a point
because BSP’s vote share has
remained almost the same despite
the BJP wave. In the 2017 elections,
the BSP got the highest 22.7 per
cent votes after BJP, whereas SP got
21.8 percent votes in that election.
Similarly, in the Lok Sabha elections
held in 2019, BSP had won ten Lok
Sabha seats with 19.26 percent
votes. Samajwadi Party that on the
other hand contested election as an
ally of the BSP got 17.96 percent
votes and could win only five seats.
Even evaluation of the previous
results shows that the vote share of
BSP in the 2012 assembly elections
was slightly above 25 percent.  This
was 5 percent less than the party’s

30 percent votes polled in the 2007
elections when Mayawati had
formed the government in UP.
This 5 percent shift in vote share in
2012 led SP to get 224 seats and
Akhilesh Yadav was sworn in as
Chief Minister while BSP’s seats
came down to 80.  In the 2009 Lok
Sabha elections, the party got 27
percent votes and 20 seats.  So, in
terms of vote share, the BSP has
been consistent.

In the case of Samajwadi Party,
Akhilesh Yadav has stitched caste
alliances with small parties.
Rumours are that many senior
leaders from BJP, including some
Cabinet rank ministers, are likely to
leave the party and join SP.
Akhilesh’s alliance with Om
Prakash Rajbhar Suheldev
Bharatiya Samaj Party (SBSP),
Mahan Dal of Keshav Prasad
Maurya, and Apna Dal (K) of
Krishna Patel in eastern UP and
Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) of Jayant
Chaudhry in western Uttar Pradesh
would pay a rich dividend. There
is a belief among SP leaders that
despite Prime Minister Narendra
Modi withdrawing the contentious
farm bills, the Jats will support the
RLD which in turn will help the
Samajwadi Party.

But, what could prove detri-
mental for Akhilesh is his relations
with his uncle Shivpal Singh Yadav.
Despite extending an olive branch
and waiting for his `bhatija’ to
announce seat-sharing with him,
Shivpal was cold-shouldered by
Akhilesh. It is no secret that

Akhilesh does not have political
acumen that his father Mulayam
Singh Yadav has. Akhilesh is not
suave as his father and does not
have the appeal all over the polit-
ical spectrum, again like his father.
The alliances he had made are not
natural alliances and are made
more for electoral gain. Take the
example of Mahan Dal or Apna
Dal, which are basically Kurmi
caste-dominated parties. The
Kurmis and Yadavs, both interme-
diary castes, are at loggerheads at
the ground level. Similarly in
western UP, Jats and Muslims
generally are not on the same page.
Muslims are SP’s vote bank while
Jats had voted for BJP and RLD in
previous elections. In this election,
will the Jats and Muslims vote
jointly?

The BJP leaders are seeking
votes on the basis of work being
done by both the Yogi and Modi
governments. They are emphasiz-
ing the virtue of `double engine’
government. The Congress is try-
ing to find a toe hold in UP. The
focus is on Priyanka Gandhi. The
enormous task before her is to build
a party structure at the ground level.
In this scenario, it is not prudent to
ignore BSP. Mayawati is working to
stitch a potent social engineering
umbrella that will include
Brahmins, Dalits and Muslims.
She has the confidence that she will
be able to bring all dominant caste
together. In this scenario, it would
be a mistake to dismiss Mayawati
in this election.

(The writer is 
Political Editor, The

Pioneer, Lucknow edition.
The views expressed 

are personal.)

Gendering human rights
has become passé in
India. However, female

teachers’ demand for of men-
strual leave every month in
Uttar Pradesh has raised eye-
brows. The teachers say poor
public transport and those
filthy toilets in schools add to
their woes during the periods.
Last year, food delivery com-
pany Zomato announced up to
10 days’ paid ‘period leave’ per
year for women and transgen-
ders, kicking off debates about
gender equality and ghettois-
ing women.

Suffice to say, umpteen
dimensions have been dis-
cussed about menstrual or
period leave recently. Even a
Menstruation Benefits Bill,
2017 is in the pipeline. A
menstrual period leave enables
the working women the option

to take paid or unpaid leave
from their workplace if they
are unable to attend to their
work because of this biologi-
cal norm. The need for this
kind of a policy emanated
from the fact that some
women undergo a condition
called dysmenorrhea or
extreme pain during first few
days of their menstrual cycle,
which also debilitates their
productive efficiency.

Such leave is not new in
India. Kerala had granted
menstrual leave to its female
students as early as 1912. A
leave policy to help women
during their menstrual cycle
first came up in Russia in the
19th century but it was later
withdrawn in 1927 because it
brought with it issues of gen-
der discrimination. In 1947,
Japan’s labor force brought a

law that provided menstrual
leave to its women workforce,
but the necessity for such a law
is still highly debated in Japan.
It is still debated whether
menstrual leave is a symbol of
care and concern for women
at workplace or a concealed
propaganda to make women
look inefficient to be employed
in high demanding jobs.

In India where talking
about menstruation is still
considered a taboo, will a
menstrual leave policy benefit
its intended stakeholders, that

is women? Will working
women from non-metropoli-
tan areas be able to shed their
inhibition and talk to their
male bosses menstrual leave?
In a country where even the
media shies away from adver-
tising napkins, how can poli-
cy makers expect women to
talk openly about availing
menstrual leave at their work-
places? These are pertinent
questions that call for paving
the way for social and attitu-
dinal change.

It is good to see people,
especially employers, open-
ing up to the idea of talking
about a taboo topic like peri-
ods and extending empathy to
women employees in the men-
strual age. Showing empathy to
women employees who gen-
uinely undergo physical dis-
comfort during first two days

of their menstrual cycle can be
considered as an act of human-
itarian concern and definitely,
it has nothing to do with fem-
inism. It is also highly subjec-
tive since women differ in their
physical discomfort during
their menstrual cycle with few
of them undergoing extreme
mental and physical agony, and
a lucky few do not have any
obvious physical discomfort at
all. At the same time, provid-
ing period leaves only widens
the gender gap and also deep-
ens the level of discrimination
against the fairer gender at
workplace.

Women in Indian cul-
ture have always been por-
trayed as a symbol of endless
patience and courage.
Homemakers are a poignant
testimony to the above state-
ment. They in particular have

never let their menstrual cycle
come in the way of their
duties towards their families.
Empathy from family mem-
bers during their menstrual
phase is the only support
they seek at such times.
However, the idea of offering
period leaves to women is not
a solution to the myriad prob-
lems that women encounter at
their workplaces. In that
respect, men too have their
share of psychological and
physiological worries that
need similar empathetic con-
siderations.

If corporates really want
to show that they care for their
women employees, they
should stop bringing policies
that promote gender discrim-
ination and gender bias.
Alternatively, corporates can
make their employees more

empathetic towards women
issues by making them aware
of the mental and physical
stress that haunt women dur-
ing their menstrual cycle and
motivate them to be more
compassionate towards
women during their difficult
times. This calls for bringing
up a culture where subjects
like periods are not treated as
a taboo and women feel unin-
hibited to speak about it in
their workplace. This is a
highly subjective issue, each
woman needs a different
treatment during this time,
and period leave is not an
umbrella solution and not
mandated too. It should be
dealt in an organised and
organic manner so that the
real sense of women empow-
erment can be translated into
reality in Indian society.
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(Sofi Dinesh and
Chakraborty are assistant

professors at Amrita
University, Kochi, and

Jaipuria Institute of
Management, Lucknow,
respectively. The views

expressed are personal.)
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on

Wednesday conducted search-
es at multiple locations in
Kerala against the Popular
Front of India (PFI) as part of
a money laundering probe.

The searches were carried
out in Ernakulam and a few
other locations. Central para-
military personnel escorted
the ED teams during the raids.

“Incriminating docu-
ments” were recovered during
the searches by the agency as
part of its probe that is related
to various instances of funding
of the Islamist outfit. Some
people also gathered outside
the premises that were being
raided and raised slogans like
“police go back,”, sources said.

The agency had on earlier

occasions also carried out sim-
ilar searches against the PFI,
including its chief OM Abdul
Salam and Kerala unit chief

Nasarudheen Elamarom.
The outfit was formed in

2006 in Kerala and later shift-
ed its headquarters to Delhi in

2008-09.
The Central probe agency

has been investigating the PFI’s
alleged “financial links” on
charges of fuelling the anti-
Citizenship (Amendment) Act
protests in the country, the
Delhi riots that took place in
February last year and a few
other instances.

The PFI is also under the
scanner of the ED for alleged
money laundering during the
riots. The PFI is also facing
another PMLA case for alleged-
ly routing about Rs 120 crore
to fuel anti-CAA riots in the
country. The PFI claims to be
working for the marginalised
minorities and Dalits but has
been allegedly indulging vari-
ous inimical activities and is
facing criminal probes from
multiple agencies including
the NIA.
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Treading cautiously in the
backdrop of two dozen

Omicron cases detected from
various places across the coun-
try, the Centre on Wednesday
told the States that such
patients would be treated only
in designated Covid facilities
with separate isolation areas.

“It has to be ensured that
no cross infection takes place
and adequate precautions are
taken by healthcare workers in
these facilities to prevent trans-
mission among other patients
and healthcare workers,” Union
Health Secretary Rajesh
Bhushan said in a letter to
States and union territories
(UTs). Bhushan advised them

to regularly review and ensure
that samples of positive cases of
international travellers and
their contacts as well as from
emerging hot spots are prompt-
ly submitted to INSACOG labs
for genome sequencing accord-
ing to protocol.

Further to contain spread,
it is imperative that states and
UTs follow a mission mode and
focused approach of quickly
tracking primary and sec-
ondary contacts of positive
cases and facilitate testing for
them, he said.

In the latest weekly Covid-
19 epidemiological update, the
World Health Organization
(WHO) said that given the pre-
dominant circulation of the
Delta variant in many coun-
tries, it is too early to draw a

conclusion on the impact of the
new Omicron variant on the
global epidemiology of 
Covid-19.

The global health body
further highlighted that while
several crucial questions about
Omicron remain unanswered,
more data will continue to
emerge in the coming weeks.

At the same time, WHO
has also presented an update on
the current situation on four
key issues on Omicron —
transmissibility, clinical sever-
ity, risk of reinfection and the
potential impact of the vac-
cines.

The WHO said that in
South Africa, where the new
variant of concern (VOC) was
first reported, fresh Covid-19
cases have continued to surge.

As many as 62,021 new cases
were reported between
November 29 and December 5,
a 111 per cent increase com-
pared to the previous week.
More significantly, the 
country has reported an
increase in the test positivity
rate from 1.2 per cent the
week beginning November 7 to
22.4 % in the week beginning
December 2.

Meanwhile, India reported
8,439 Covid-19 positive cases
on Tuesday, taking its toll to
3,46,56,822. The count of active
cases declined to 93,733, the
lowest in 555 days, according to
the Union Health Ministry
data. The death toll due to the
disease rose to 4,73,952, 
with 195 daily deaths being
recorded. 
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Congress President Sonia
Gandhi on Wednesday hit

out at the Modi Government
over issue of price rise, farm-
ers' demands and tension at the
borders, and said her party will
insist on a discussion in
Parliament on challenges fac-
ing the agriculture sector and
the border situation.

Addressing party MPs at
the meeting of the Congress
Parliamentary Party (CPP),
Sonia also expressed deep
anguish over the killing of 14
civilians in Nagaland, and said
justice for families should be
ensured at the earliest.  She also
raised the issue of suspension
of 12 Rajya Sabha MPs, terming
the move as "outrageous", and
said it is unprecedented that
they have been suspended for
the remaining period of the
Winter session.        

"It violates both the
Constitution and the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of
Business in the Council of
States, as Mallikarjun Kharge ji
has explained in his letter to the
Chairman of the Rajya Sabha,"
she said, adding that they all
stand in solidarity with them.

Congress MPs of both
houses of Parliament including
former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi were present
during the meeting in the cen-
tral hall of Parliament. Sonia
said it was extraordinary that
Parliament has not been given
an opportunity so far to have a
discussion on the challenges
the country continues to face
on its borders.

The Congress chief said the
Government has finally
repealed the three farm laws,
even it was done "undemocra-
tically just as their passage last
year was pushed through with-
out discussion". She said it is
the solidarity and tenacity of
the farmers, their discipline and

dedication that has forced an
"arrogant Government to
climbdown".

Saluting the farmers for
their achievement, Sonia
remembered the sacrifice of
over 700 farmers in the past 12
months and called for hon-
ouring their sacrifice.  "We are
firm in our commitment to
stand by the farmers in their
demands for a legally guaran-
teed MSP, remunerative prices
that meet the costs of cultiva-
tion, and compensation to the
bereaved families," she said.

Raising the issue of price
rise, she said, "I cannot under-
stand how and why the Modi
Government is so insensitive
and continues to deny the seri-
ousness of the problem. It
seems impervious to the suf-
fering of the people."

She also termed the steps
taken to reduce petrol, diesel,
and cooking gas prices as total-
ly insufficient and inadequate
and said government has
passed on the responsibility for
duty cuts to financially
strapped state governments
instead. "And all this while, the
Centre persists with huge pub-
lic expenditure on vain glorious
projects," she said, while mak-
ing a veiled reference to the
central vista project.

She also accused the Modi
government of selling off pre-
cious national assets like banks,
insurance companies, public
sector enterprises, railways and
airports.  "First, the prime
minister destroyed the econo-
my with his demonetisation
move of November 2016. He is
continuing on that disastrous
path, but calling it monetisa-
tion. Now, he is dismantling the
public sector built up over the
past seventy years with strate-
gic, economic and social objec-
tives in mind," she said.

On the Covid situation,
Sonia said, the reality is that the
country is nowhere close to

reaching the level of double-
dose vaccination announced by
the Government for the end of
the year.  

On the Nagaland incident,
she said, "The Government

expressing regret is not enough!
Justice for the families of the
victims has to be ensured at the
earliest. Credible steps must be
taken to prevent the recurrence
of such ghastly tragedies".
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Underlining that the key to
combating wildfires is

early detection, a team of
researchers has favoured high-
tech Forest Rescue Service of
Rhineland, Germany-type sys-
tem to monitor fire outbreaks
in the Odisha’s Similipal
Biosphere Reserve, where such
mishaps are becoming a regu-
lar feature.

The Rhineland Germany
fire alert system uses satellite
technology and aerial photog-
raphy to ensure forest maps at
a scale of 1 : 25,000 giving
minute details of all significant
components such as  water
reservoirs, fire breaks and fire
lines. “This helps the authori-
ties to minimize the losses,”
said the researchers whose
study is published in the
Current Science.

Outbreaks of fire are not a
new thing in this reserve in
Mayurbhanj district, which is
one of the largest in Asia and
home to a plethora of rich flora
and fauna. However, in early
those years, the Reserve expe-
rienced a prolonged dry spell,
exacerbated by a below-average
monsoon in the previous year,
accompanied by widespread
fires within the reserve. The
specific cause of the fires that
occurred in early 2021 has not
been yet established.

Keeping in mind this par-
ticular 2021 case, the researchers

said, “An important measure is
to build fire-fighting reservoirs
like underground cisterns or
natural water reservoirs within
or near the forested areas, since
water is the primary means to
fight forest fires.”

The authors of the study
included  Arghya Chakrabarty,
Debaaditya Mukhopadhyay,
Krishna Giri and Gaurav
Mishra from Jorhat based Rain
Forest Research Institute.

Presently, pointed out the
researchers, “The Forest
Department uses fire-fighting
maps at a scale of 1 : 50,000
using the Universal Transverse
Mercator (UTM) geographic
coordinate system. However,
with advancements in satellite
technology and aerial photog-
raphy, more detailed district
maps at a scale of 1 : 25,000 or
1 : 10,000 may be used.”

Also, detailed emergency
and deployment plans can be
effective to control fire out-
breaks. In general, reduction in
wildfire induced losses is only
possible through considera-

tion of the overall climatic
scenario of the country.

Spread over 5569 Km2,
the reserve is home to 94
species of orchids, 42 species of
mammals, including the
melanistic tiger (Panthera
tigris), 29 species of reptiles,
231 species of avian fauna, 12
species of amphibians and
more than 3000 floral species.

However, the only source
of ecological vulnerability is
forest fire as evidenced by the
recent wildfire which lasted for
over two weeks and affected
over one-third of the total area
under the reserve. 

Also, edaphic factors, geo-
logical conditions and climat-
ic parameters maintain the
thin line between a controlled
fire and a wildfire.

Climatological shifts as
characterized by changes in
temperature, humidity, rainfall
and wind velocity combined
with fuel accumulation mag-
nify an annual controlled fire
into a destructive wildfire,
noted the researchers.
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Continuing with their
protest in and out of

Parliament, top Opposition
leaders on Wednesday sat on
a dharna in Parliament com-
plex and extended their sup-
port to the 12 suspended MPs
of the Rajya Sabha. While the
entire Opposition benches
boycotted the proceedings of
the House, the Trinamool
Congress which has expressed
a strained relationship with the
Congress in recent days, some
of its MPs made it to the
upper house post lunch session
when a Bill was also passed.

Among the leaders who
participated in the protest
along with the 12 suspended
members were Leader of
Opposition in the Rajya Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge, Jairam
Ramesh, K C Venugopal
besides SP leader Akhilesh
Yadav and AAP leader Sanjay
Singh. The MPs have been sit-
ting in protest in front of
Mahatma Gandhi's statue
against their suspension, which
they term as undemocratic
and against the rules of pro-
cedure of the Upper House.

Twelve Rajya Sabha MPs,
including six of Congress,
were suspended on the first
day of the Winter Session on
November 29 for the remain-
der of the session for their
unruly behaviour during the
last day of the Monsoon
Session of Parliament in
August.  The other members
suspended are from the TMC,
Left parties and Shiv Sena.

The proceedings were
adjourned till 12 noon as
Opposition members kept
protesting for the revocation of
suspension of 12 MPs, even as
Leader of Opposition
Mallikarjun Kharge offered to
cooperate. Chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu rejected a
notice submitted by two mem-
bers, including Congress
leader Deepender Singh
Hooda, for suspension of busi-
ness so that a discussion on
farmers' issue can take place in
the House.

Naidu said the leader of
the opposition and the leader
of the House have been sug-
gested to sit together and
resolve the matter so that the
House is allowed to function
smoothly.

When Congress Rajya
Sabha member Anand Sharma
objected to the suspension of
MPs in the current (255th) ses-
sion for their conduct in the
previous session that con-
cluded on August 11, Rajya
Sabha Deputy Chairman
Harivansh said due procedure
was followed in obtaining the
prorogation order of the
President of India for the last
session of the House.

Harivansh noted that
under Article 83 of the
Constitution, Rajya Sabha is
not subject to dissolution,
unlike the Lok Sabha which
may be dissolved or which may
continue for five years from the
date appointed, whichever is
earlier.  The last monsoon
session was adjourned sine
die on August 11 and pro-
rogued on August 31.

Post lunch when there was
no Opposition except the pres-
ence of TMC, the House
passed The Assisted
Reproductive Technology
(Regulation) Bill, 2021, which
was passed by Lok Sabha on
December 1.  The Upper
House also passed The
Surrogacy (Regulation) Bill,
2020 with amendments. The
proposed bill was earlier passed
by Lok Sabha, but Rajya Sabha
had referred it to a Select
Committee. It will now go
back to Lok Sabha for approval.

Replying to a discussion
on both the bills taken up
together, Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya said that
most of the recommendations
of the Select Committee have
been incorporated in the sur-
rogacy bill. Both the bills seek
to curb unethical practices
related to issues like sex selec-
tion and exploitation of sur-
rogate mothers. The provi-
sions include both monetary
penalty as well as jail terms for
violations. 

New Delhi: Continuing to crit-
icise his own Government, BJP
MP Varun Gandhi on
Wednesday said  “economic
policy mismanagement" along
with "corruption and price
rise"  has forced  a large num-
ber of  "small producers and
shop keepers"  to shut their
business and shops.

The three-time  BJP MP
from Pilibhit, UP,  said it is time
people "back small shopkeep-
ers and businesses" rather than
the multinationals.

The MP appealed to peo-
ple to support small shop-
keepers in the neighbourhood
by "purchasing from them
instead of Amazon and
Walmart."

In a tweet, he shared a
news report item  that spoke
about government's policies
leaving small businessmen on
the street with a washout busi-

ness.
The BJP MP who has been

attacking the center and the UP
Government on a range of
issues  said  "at the time of glob-
al recession they (small pro-
ducers and shopkeepers) were
the ones who took care of the
country's economy." 

"Due to corruption, infla-
tion and economic policy mis-
management, a large number
of small producers and shop-
keepers are forced to close
their businesses. Support them
by doing shopping from small
shopkeepers in your neigh-
bourhood instead of Amazon,
Walmart. At the time of glob-
al recession they were the ones
who took care of the country's
economy,"  said Varun who is
leaving no chance to rip out
government's political and eco-
nomic policies.

PNS
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President Ram Nath Kovind,
Vice President M Venkaiah

Naidu, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and leaders
across the political spectrum
condoled the demise of Chief
of Defence Staff General Bipin
Rawat and hailed his contri-
bution to the armed forces as
well as the country.

Kovind said it was deeply
painful for him to learn of the
loss of lives in the helicopter
crash in Tamil Nadu. "I join fel-
low citizens in paying tributes
to each of those who died
while performing their duty.
My heartfelt condolences to the
bereaved families," he tweeted.

While Vice President
Naidu said he was deeply
shocked by the tragic death of
Rawat, his wife, senior officials
of the armed forces and others
in the helicopter crash in
Coonoor, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said he is
deeply anguished by the heli-
copter crash in which "we have
lost General Bipin Rawat, his
wife and other personnel of the
armed forces". "They served
India with utmost diligence.
My thoughts are with the
bereaved families," the PM
said.

Hailing Rawat as an "out-
standing soldier", Modi said he
was a "true patriot" who great-
ly contributed to modernising

the armed forces and security
apparatus. "His insights and
perspectives on strategic mat-
ters were exceptional. His pass-
ing away has saddened me
deeply. Om Shanti," he said in
a series of tweets.

"As India's first CDS,
General Rawat worked on
diverse aspects relating to our
armed forces including defence
reforms. He brought with him
a rich experience of serving in
the Army. India will never for-
get his exceptional service,"
Modi said.

Congress President Sonia
Gandhi and former Congress
president Rahul Gandhi too
condoled the death of General
Rawat, his wife and others in
the crash in Tamil Nadu and
said it is an unprecedented
tragedy. Sonia announced not
to celebrate her birthday on
Thursday and asked party
workers to restrain for any
kind of celebrations in the
wake of demise of CDS, his
wife and members of defence.

Expressing deep anguish
over General Rawat's death,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said his untimely demise
is an irreparable loss to the
armed forces and the country.
"His untimely death is an
irreparable loss to our armed
forces and the country," the
defence minister said.

Singh said General Rawat
had served the country with

exceptional courage and dili-
gence. "As the first Chief of
Defence Staff he had prepared
plans for jointness of our armed
forces," he said.

Home Minister Amit Shah
said it was "very sad day" for the
nation as "we have lost our
CDS, General Bipin Rawat Ji"
in a very tragic accident. "He
was one of the bravest soldiers,
who has served the motherland
with utmost devotion. His
exemplary contributions &
commitment cannot be put
into words. I am deeply
pained," Shah said.

Several politicians, includ-
ing senior ministers, also con-
doled the loss of lives in the
chopper crash.

Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari said India will always
remain grateful to General
Rawat for his impeccable ser-

vice to the nation at the most
crucial moments.

Former Jammu and
Kashmir chief ministers -- vet-
eran Congress leader Ghulam
Nabi Azad and National
Conference leader Omar
Abdullah -- also condoled the
death of Chief of Defence Staff
General Bipin Rawat.

Omar Abdullah said,
"Condolences to the families of
General Rawat & the others
killed in the helicopter crash
earlier today. May their souls
rest in peace." Jammu and
Kashmir Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha expressed shock over
the tragic death of General
Rawat.

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, Maharashtra
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, Punjab Chief
Minister Charanjit Singh

Channi, his Haryana counter-
part Manohar Lal Khattar,
Chhatisgarh CM Bhupesh
Baghel, Rajasthan CM Ashok
Gehlot, Jharkhand CM
Hemant Sorenand other CMs,
SAD president Sukhbir Singh
Badal, former chief minister
Amarinder Singh and former
Union Minister Harsimrat
Kaur Badal too expressed deep
anguish over the death of
General Bipin Rawat, his wife
and 11 others in the helicopter
crash.

Rajasthan Governor Kalraj
Mishra, former Chief Minister
Vasundhara Raje, former
Maharshtra CM Devendra
Fadnavis, Chhattisgarh
Governor Anusuiya Uikey too
expressed grief about the death
of General Rawat, his wife and
11 others.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has car-

ried out searches at the resi-
dential premises of former
additional principal chief con-
servator of forests of Odisha,
Abhay Kant Pathak under
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

Pathak is a former Indian
Forest Service (IFoS) officer

who is facing disproportionate
assets case by the state
Vigilance Unit and was subse-
quently compulsorily retired by
the Centre. During the search-
es, incriminating documents
and a Tata Harrier car worth Rs
15 lakh has been seized, the
agency said in a statement.

The ED initiated a money
laundering probe on the basis
of an FIR registered by the State
Vigilance Cell of Odisha .
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Script Open High Low LTP
RELIANCE 2427 2431.45 2407.1 2417.4
ICICIBANK 748.9 758.8 744.25 753.4
IDEA 14.4 14.98 14.15 14.29
INFY 1724 1759.6 1724 1752.9
HDFCBANK 1540 1555.6 1535.7 1553.45
TCS 3625 3645 3602.6 3626.5
TATAMOTORS 484.95 495.85 483.6 493.75
TATASTEEL 1163.4 1176.6 1149 1173.35
WHIRLPOOL 1820 1964.25 1820 1893.8
SBIN 481.95 492 480.45 491.45
HDFC 2824 2863.7 2820 2852.5
BAJFINANCE 7110 7380 7110 7363.45
BHARTIARTL 706 718.9 703.4 715.1
TATAPOWER 228.35 230.8 227 229.35
VEDL 348.45 349 337.1 341.85
AXISBANK 697 701.4 687.7 696.95
KOTAKBANK 1968 1968 1916.05 1921.6
MARUTI 7200.2 7496.85 7152 7437.25
ITC 221 225.6 221 224.95
SAIL 109.65 110.45 107.2 110.15
HFCL 78.4 89.2 78.4 86.95
LT 1806.85 1840.15 1805.1 1823.95
HINDUNILVR 2320 2345.8 2319.8 2341.45
MINDTREE 4500 4682.9 4485.85 4648.65
IRCTC 829.5 856.35 829.5 852.25
ASIANPAINT 3040 3122.35 3033 3109.2
TECHM 1584.95 1613.95 1584.95 1606.6
IBULHSGFIN 250 254 247.45 250.7
BAJAJFINSV 17200 17665.3 17190 17622.6
IIFL 317.35 326.65 308.1 308.1
MCX 1649.45 1755 1632.5 1703.35
JINDALSTEL 375 382.95 370.4 381.5
APOLLOHOSP 5363.6 5363.6 5279.65 5332.55
HCLTECH 1155 1181.65 1155 1172.3
ZEEL 353.8 360.7 351.4 356.55
DMART 4709.75 4840 4709.75 4816.35
DIVISLAB 4676 4676 4586.35 4605.9
NATIONALUM 97.95 98.7 95.85 98.25
TITAN 2399 2417.75 2377.9 2405.1
CANBK 212 215.2 208.5 214.6
HINDALCO 446.45 458.25 440.2 457.35
IFCI 15.65 18.2 15.1 17.83
ASHOKLEY 124.4 126.4 123.1 126.1
INDUSINDBK 935 949 932.35 945.5
BANKBARODA 90 92.9 89.9 92.25
IEX 256 264.65 256 262
MOTHERSUMI 218.5 226.4 218.4 224.7
REDINGTON 151 159.75 150.8 155.15
JAICORPLTD 137 142.9 134.3 140.3
COALINDIA 151 151.75 150.05 150.85
DELTACORP 261.5 273.15 260.4 271.45
NMDC 146.9 147.5 146.15 147.05
WIPRO 637.65 653 637.65 641.85
POWERGRID 204.95 207.5 203.9 204.85
ADANIGREEN 1388.95 1409.05 1382.85 1391
SUNPHARMA 750 763.2 747.7 757.55
PNB 38.75 39.45 38.55 39.35
LAOPALA 405 450 401.5 440.15
ULTRACEMCO 7330 7459 7305 7421.6
JSWSTEEL 669 676 660.1 673.25
ADANIPORTS 754.4 764 748.25 761.7
GRASIM 1685.1 1741.75 1685.1 1715.3
BHEL 62.9 63 61.8 62.6
M&M 833 844 826.85 840.65
IOC 122 122.5 120 120.35
TANLA 1749 1759.65 1711.9 1759.65
NTPC 125 127.6 124.9 127.3
IBREALEST 174 174.65 169.5 170.15
DRREDDY 4511.1 4589 4511.1 4571.2
TATAELXSI 5994 6023.55 5875 5889.7
SPICEJET 65.65 69.25 65.65 67.8
ADANIENT 1679.7 1725.7 1679.7 1715.2
UNIONBANK 47 47.45 46.5 47
NESTLEIND 19359.6 19510 19310.65 19476.15
SUZLON 7.05 7.35 7.05 7.17
BALAMINES 3125 3309.65 3099.95 3279.55
AUBANK 1145 1165 1132.15 1160.6
DALBHARAT 1857.2 1918.9 1837.25 1911.35
ADANIPOWER 101 107.3 101 103.95
WELCORP 165 178 165 176.65
LTTS 5330 5458.4 5317.85 5390.7
ONGC 146.95 150.25 146.85 148.45
GODREJPROP 2032.35 2049.05 2009.85 2042.55
INDHOTEL 196.7 205 196.7 202
BIOCON 362.95 387.8 360.9 382.9
LTI 6678 6719.95 6611 6647.1
INDIAMART 7290 7401 7174.4 7287.7
GDL 270.85 274.5 268.3 271.1
DLF 393.1 398.75 393.1 397.35
PVR 1450 1462.7 1412.2 1452.8
LUPIN 878 891.35 870 887.1
CIPLA 893.15 901.95 890.8 897.9
IDFCFIRSTB 48.45 48.7 48 48.55
HINDCOPPER 126.95 128 124.4 126.05
LAURUSLABS 504.3 509.95 500 506.35
SBICARD 1000.6 1020 1000.6 1017.2
JKCEMENT 3377.15 3434.15 3365 3415.15
TATACHEM 914 926.2 913.65 923.65
HINDZINC 355.9 363.95 355.35 361.8
TATACOMM 1360 1373.05 1345.55 1360.2
GAIL 133.8 135.95 131.65 133.65
SEQUENT 157.3 173.9 156.3 169.65
COFORGE 5298.85 5339.95 5218.2 5252.3
DIXON 5286.9 5397 5258.4 5379.6
KANSAINER 582 587.6 580.85 585.4
DEEPAKNI 2311.05 2362.35 2298 2333.4
BAJAJ-AUTO 3314 3337 3298.4 3332.05
ZENSARTECH 431.9 455.15 430.05 450.55

MPHASIS 3063.5 3152 3063.5 3133
INOXLEISUR 365 398 364.1 392.55
TATAMTRDVR 256.5 261.8 254.3 258.7
SIEMENS 2248.4 2248.4 2206.55 2229
GMRINFRA 43 43.6 42.25 42.55
PIDILITIND 2230 2240 2213.9 2232.8
MUTHOOTFIN 1497 1512.15 1492.25 1500.45
IGL 504.95 504.95 494 496.45
ESCORTS 1867.85 1886.65 1856.95 1867.45
FEDERALBNK 91.45 91.45 89.65 90.4
BSOFT 481.5 486.45 478.1 481.4
PERSISTENT 4260 4376.9 4236.25 4287.15
RBLBANK 195.8 199.2 194.45 197.9
INDIANB 146.2 155.65 146.2 154.25
GRAPHITE 418.2 435 417.3 431.8
EPL 197.65 202 196.9 199.85
AUROPHARMA 678.95 703.25 673.35 701.9
NAUKRI 5725 5790 5712.15 5738.5
CHAMBLFERT 404.7 412.35 398.5 410.5
NHPC 34.2 34.5 33.5 33.65
HAVELLS 1423 1429.65 1407.15 1417.35
GLAXO 1807.6 1860 1800 1843.65
SOBHA 847 877 847 858.4
M&MFIN 162.45 165.95 162.45 165.05
CAMS 2917 2954.65 2902.3 2913.8
AARTIIND 963 984 960 981.35
APLLTD 802 821 791 818.55
IDBI 48.65 49.3 47.75 48.9
JAMNAAUTO 113.25 116.8 110.25 113.35
ABFRL 263.25 273.9 263.25 272.75
GRANULES 308.8 323 307.85 320.65
VAKRANGEE 34.45 37.1 34.3 35.4
ROUTE 1787 1908.35 1760 1853
PEL 2581 2636.3 2581 2629.75
SUNTV 535.1 548.6 534.95 545.15
NETWORK18 80 82.4 77.95 81.1
HDFCLIFE 697.7 698 684.25 686.65
LALPATHLAB 3621.1 3621.1 3509 3559.65
CADILAHC 450 464.35 450 462.1
BANDHANBNK 282.45 286 280.3 282.75
MANAPPURAM 175.05 177.75 175.05 176.65

SRF 2115 2139.5 2105 2124.15
INDIGO 1990 1997.05 1951.75 1988.1
JUBLFOOD 3830 3851.2 3771 3832.3
APOLLOTYRE 211 217.2 210.3 215.9
L&TFH 79.65 80.4 79.65 80.1
FSL 171.4 173.85 170.25 171.6
RAYMOND 647 657 635.85 638.05
BURGERKING 149.05 156.2 149 152.5
SCI 148 152.7 148 148.6
BANKINDIA 54.2 55.2 54.2 54.8
BHARATFORG 700 722.6 700 721.3
AMBUJACEM 379 380.45 375.2 376.95
MGL 917.95 917.95 900.1 909.75
IPCALAB 2010 2062 2000.1 2045.6
KPITTECH 507.45 513.75 501.25 507.6
EXIDEIND 165.95 168 164.85 167.25
MMTC 45.55 45.55 43.35 43.5
SRTRANSFIN 1486 1496 1465 1492.7
RAJESHEXPO 755 766.5 749.15 752.9
HEG 1791 1818 1778.55 1796.5
RAIN 219.75 223.5 218.7 221.05
TRIDENT 51.6 51.6 51.6 51.6
VOLTAS 1256 1271.65 1246 1253.5
RECLTD 135.5 136.5 134.55 136.15
NAM-INDIA 366.85 373.95 365.15 372.05
HSCL 46.75 47.45 46.35 46.6
DBL 572.2 590 554 562.75
BEML 2025.05 2042.5 1998.15 2011.5
BPCL 389.9 392.15 389.15 391.25
DCAL 246.85 253.65 242.55 243.8
NCC 74.9 76.85 74.6 76.55
UPL 732 735.3 726 728.25
TCIEXP 2174 2310 2164.35 2254.95
ICICIGI 1437.05 1450.25 1420 1446.4
EICHERMOT 2470 2516.2 2470 2504.65
HEROMOTOCO 2464.95 2497.1 2463 2488.85
HDFCAMC 2546 2574.65 2538.55 2569.1
ABCAPITAL 119 119.5 117.15 118.9
HINDPETRO 304 306.5 300.5 301.65
LICHSGFIN 385 391.6 385 389.8
CHOLAFIN 569.8 573.9 560.35 568
MINDAIND 863.4 927 863.4 919.25
BATAINDIA 1929.6 1990.95 1914.25 1985.85
IDFC 52.7 52.95 50.95 52.5

TV18BRDCST 41.5 42.45 41.4 41.7
GREAVESCOT 149.9 155.55 149.05 153.15
TATACOFFEE 214 215.75 210.6 213.45
METROPOLIS 3131.75 3183.55 3074.6 3170
ALOKTEXT 21.65 22.15 21.6 21.8
WELSPUNIND 143 143.9 138.6 142.8
GNFC 414.8 417.5 409 414.15
SWSOLAR 391.9 393.55 386.6 388.05
INDUSTOWER 274 276.5 271.8 273
TATACONSUM 760.5 773.3 760 771.95
COLPAL 1452 1461.5 1441.7 1457.65
VAIBHAVGBL 535 578.25 531.5 571.1
STLTECH 284 294.85 284 288.95
INDIACEM 187.8 191.8 186 189.9
KEI 1180 1213.6 1162 1183.1
OBEROIRLTY 868.3 884.85 868.3 877.05
SHREECEM 25900 26264.9 25870.95 26136.7
MRF 73800 75199 73800 74664.6
TORNTPOWER 591.3 591.6 576.6 583
JUSTDIAL 726.95 737.3 711.4 723.4
BALKRISIND 2166.55 2240 2166.55 2229.6
TRENT 1032 1051.05 1018.25 1041.5
SYNGENE 580.85 597.65 577.65 594.35
ASTRAL 2240 2255.35 2221.85 2230.2
BEL 212.4 212.9 208.4 208.95
POLYCAB 2364 2401.9 2355.8 2379.5
BAJAJHLDNG 5420 5545.3 5420 5505.45
ABB 2060 2118.3 2060 2094.9
HAL 1298 1313.7 1289.25 1291.8
ALKEM 3415.6 3470 3396.85 3448.45
ALKYLAMINE 3250 3320 3220.45 3260.7
CONCOR 640 643.7 628.3 629.2
SUNTECK 439 454.35 439 447.6
SBILIFE 1171 1173.3 1158.85 1170.2
GLENMARK 500.9 512.05 494.15 507.6
GUJGAS 666.85 669.05 656.45 664.55
UFLEX 537.65 555 531.5 551
SKFINDIA 4054.4 4054.4 3913.6 3927.2
CENTURYTEX 829 852.6 821.15 826.7
PHOENIXLTD 1031 1084.45 1023.95 1065.1
TORNTPHARM 3100 3145 3075.05 3135.75
CENTURYPLY 645.1 652.65 626.75 634.05
HAPPSTMNDS 1310 1328 1268 1302.15
PFIZER 4860.9 4925 4832.3 4855.7
AMBER 3225 3341.85 3171.6 3209.85
ICICIPRULI 590.15 593.6 586 587.15
TTKPRESTIG 10350 10436.7 10206.4 10252.05
PRESTIGE 446 456.25 442.5 450.95
PIIND 2900 2955 2900 2944.7
RADICO 1116.8 1116.8 1094.55 1107.75
GSFC 117 120.9 116.95 120.3
CUMMINSIND 953.5 955.9 940.05 945.2
FORTIS 278.95 278.95 271.5 272.25
JKTYRE 138.95 142.4 138 138.85
FRETAIL 49.2 49.45 48.3 48.45
MARICO 529 531.35 522.55 529.2
BRITANNIA 3499.9 3582.15 3487.7 3572.45
BAJAJCON 184.85 184.85 181.8 182.75
GODREJCP 902.9 908.1 898.6 902.7
BOSCHLTD 16434.25 16720.85 16420.05 16688.7
GULFOILLUB 499.7 515.15 498 499.9
NOCIL 236.65 241.75 234.5 239
IOLCP 451 452.3 446.4 451.1
FCONSUMER 6.88 7.05 6.85 6.86
KPRMILL 522.9 536 511.1 529.65
JSL 173.6 175.45 170.45 173
LAXMIMACH 9270 9436.9 9230.05 9284.35
STAR 472 472 461.9 465.9
IOB 20.9 21.25 20.9 21.1
CESC 87.7 89.2 87.45 88
RCF 74.5 74.75 73.5 73.8
PAGEIND 39178.65 40397.7 39081.5 40100.45
SPARC 256.35 262.05 252 253.15
NBCC 43.7 43.8 43.3 43.45
APLAPOLLO 923 937.75 912 917.8
PFC 125 125 122.85 123.3
VBL 886 895.85 879.75 891.75
CROMPTON 435.55 435.75 424.1 429.2
LUXIND 3768.95 3844.35 3768.95 3790.15
CANFINHOME 593.6 593.6 581.9 587.8
AMARAJABAT 636 637.8 630.5 636.05
TVSMOTOR 676.4 684.2 664.1 682.7
AEGISLOG 243 246 237 237.9
VIPIND 538.95 548 531 544.8
IRB 224.95 224.95 220.25 221.25
JSWENERGY 305.5 313.45 305.5 307.95
J&KBANK 37.4 37.8 37.2 37.35
KEC 453 459.9 449 453
JMFINANCIL 71.15 72.2 69.7 71
NAVINFLUOR 3885 3908.75 3847.1 3902.3
ATGL 1652 1694.95 1621.3 1685.35
ENGINERSIN 71.85 72.3 71.1 72
INTELLECT 664.8 690.8 664.8 677.9
LEMONTREE 48 48.15 47.2 47.6
INFIBEAM 40.8 41.4 40.35 41.05
ASHOKA 97.45 98.5 97 97.2
BERGEPAINT 743 750 736.95 747.2
RVNL 34.9 35.1 34.6 34.85
BAJAJELEC 1028 1068.95 1028 1056.85
PNBHOUSING 589 593.8 558.65 569.5
JINDALSAW 105 107.4 105 105.6
CERA 4861.45 4888.6 4827.9 4870.25
GUJALKALI 635 655.75 633 638.1
HUDCO 40.2 40.7 40.2 40.5
OFSS 4150.75 4265 4150.75 4228.55
PTC 111.15 114.45 111.15 114.15
AARTIDRUGS 540 540 531.8 537.8
DABUR 577 577 572.85 574.75
UBL 1540.6 1558 1532.65 1551.25

IRCON 45.3 46.2 45.2 45.6
BALRAMCHIN 326.75 326.95 320.25 321.65
NLCINDIA 60.1 60.75 59.4 60.25
SOUTHBANK 9.15 9.26 9.12 9.18
CENTRALBK 21.8 22 21.7 21.8
JKPAPER 210.65 214.45 210.3 212.1
AFFLE 1085 1100.95 1081.25 1084.45
RELAXO 1294 1304 1274.15 1299
SHOPERSTOP 343 363.9 343 358.25
CRISIL 3100 3135 3052 3063.65
GRINDWELL 1796 1796 1687.3 1741.3
ISEC 772 809 772 783.35
WOCKPHARMA 435.05 440 432.55 434.1
EMAMILTD 532.6 546.8 525.35 529.1
CHALET 237.5 242.2 232.35 233.9
KRBL 247.4 247.4 239.75 241.4
FINEORG 3662 3805 3661.6 3711.9
FINOLEXIND 202.75 206.5 201.2 203.45
CARBORUNIV 942.9 951.1 884 893.2
RAMCOCEM 958.15 987.8 953.8 978.35
MAHABANK 19.25 19.65 19.25 19.45
BASF 2930 2970 2901.05 2910.8
KAJARIACER 1114.2 1182.7 1114.2 1174.35
SUMICHEM 372 376.3 368.25 371.9
ALLCARGO 346.05 363.05 344.45 358.85
ADANITRANS 1880 1923.85 1804.95 1854.15
SHILPAMED 577.4 588.45 577.4 582.1
JSLHISAR 301 319.8 301 316.35
MOTILALOFS 980 980 947.25 963.15
UJJIVAN 141.25 141.9 139.1 139.3
MINDACORP 168.5 168.5 160.95 162.1
SONATSOFTW 830.9 833.85 819 829
SANOFI 7798 7798 7687.75 7700.95
SUPREMEIND 2375 2445 2347.6 2383.5
MFSL 976.8 981.1 967.15 978
GHCL 402 402 389.65 390.35
3MINDIA 26197.05 26507.45 25530.95 25869.3
FORCEMOT 1298.75 1324 1296.55 1311.35
SFL 3333 3333 3197.6 3232.2
CYIENT 1005 1015.1 1005 1007.6
LINDEINDIA 2455.1 2511.95 2450.05 2490.45
ACC 2270.6 2295.95 2250 2291.75
KNRCON 272 293 272 290.2
SOLARINDS 2790 2829.15 2680 2695.95
EIDPARRY 483 483 468.5 471.05
PETRONET 226.9 226.9 224.8 226.05
UCOBANK 13.35 13.36 13.17 13.31
POLYMED 985.05 1008.5 957.1 965.15
PHILIPCARB 225.5 226.4 223.05 224
VENKYS 2613.55 2650 2594 2602.15
BRIGADE 508.2 510 501.6 505.25
THERMAX 1722.25 1753.55 1675 1685.65
HATHWAY 20.35 20.75 20.35 20.6
MAHINDCIE 241 247.5 241 244.45
TEAMLEASE 4204.3 4269.9 4175.3 4199.25
UJJIVANSFB 19.6 19.6 19.1 19.2
GLAND 3547 3584.05 3507 3530.3
CASTROLIND 126.6 128.35 126.3 126.65
SJVN 28.6 28.6 28.35 28.5
ASTRAZEN 3110 3114.3 3066.3 3078.5
EIHOTEL 132.35 132.35 127 127.85
HONAUT 40890 41000 39330 39717.15
PNCINFRA 290.5 296.95 290.5 292
ECLERX 2140.65 2154 2094 2110
MAXHEALTH 364 370.5 364 367.65
VARROC 300 313.5 300 310.8
FINCABLES 572.1 585.55 572.1 579.6
INDOCO 423.55 438.8 423.05 429.35
BDL 409.4 411 402.5 404.3
CUB 147.55 147.55 145.65 145.95
BIRLACORPN 1341.8 1354 1322.2 1329.75
POWERINDIA 2613.6 2644.35 2528.45 2615.7
THYROCARE 1085.4 1088.45 1036.6 1054.9
FLUOROCHEM 2473 2500 2440.35 2457.6
SUVENPHAR 508.9 514 502.3 510.9
ATUL 8970 9029 8908.85 8966.4
KTKBANK 67 68.75 66.85 67.25
CCL 396 397.5 388.25 389.65
ABBOTINDIA 19028.25 19076 18782 18950.15
TIINDIA 1660.8 1685.05 1659.4 1673.95
SOLARA 1158.9 1175 1131.3 1144.25
BLUEDART 6481.25 6550 6420.05 6519.5
KSCL 495 503.9 494 498.7
GALAXYSURF 2820 2859.9 2808.8 2834.9
COROMANDEL 760.35 765.2 755.55 757.55
OIL 213.05 217.55 210.7 212.2
ORIENTCEM 158.2 162.75 158.2 159.65
ORIENTELEC 373.8 404 368.4 375.7
KALPATPOWR 396 396 370 377.15
GODREJAGRO 544.05 545.55 538 539.4
GODREJIND 571.05 585.45 571.05 577.9
ENDURANCE 1764.05 1812.45 1751.5 1770.75
ASTERDM 191.55 195.05 191.55 192.8
GSPL 302.85 308.05 302.85 304.5
CGCL 500.15 512 500.15 505.75
AAVAS 2599.9 2599.9 2488 2540.4
TCNSBRANDS 817 851 803.2 808.3
GICRE 141 143.3 141 141.95
MOIL 175.45 175.55 172 172.65
EDELWEISS 70.95 71.55 70.5 71.05
MRPL 45.65 45.65 44.5 44.55
SCHAEFFLER 8047.45 8080.95 7961.75 7979.5
MHRIL 214.2 214.65 209.6 210.4
QUESS 824.95 859.55 824.95 839.45
MAHSEAMLES 508.15 519 501.5 504.75
AJANTPHARM 2101.65 2103.05 2070 2094.75
ZYDUSWELL 1930 1980.05 1916.05 1972.25
MAZDOCK 265.7 267.1 263.5 264.05
ROSSARI 1352.85 1357.6 1323.4 1342.15

TATAMETALI 879.95 887 872 884.45
HAWKINCOOK 6050.75 6189.4 6010 6045.95
NIACL 145.1 146.2 144 145.35
EQUITAS 121.7 123 120.6 122.25
COCHINSHIP 347.35 348.8 342.3 345.9
TATAINVEST 1454.55 1463.6 1443.15 1452.15
SUDARSCHEM 566.4 573.7 564.3 568.55
TIMKEN 1983.75 2006.05 1941 1945.95
DCBBANK 86 86.7 85.1 86.45
RALLIS 257.15 259.5 256.3 257.45
VRLLOG 458.85 464.55 454.8 461.95
VGUARD 236 241 235.5 240.15

SIS 466.65 473.95 463.55 467.55
ADVENZYMES 336.5 341 335.7 338.6
JTEKTINDIA 89.4 90.9 88.7 90.35
DEEPAKFERT 376.95 376.95 360.9 370.75
GMDCLTD 67.65 70.5 67.65 70.15
NH 574 585.2 570.2 576.3
DISHTV 18.9 19.6 18.6 18.8
ITDC 392.95 394.15 382.5 383.6
RESPONIND 117.45 118.5 112.35 115
MAHLOG 698 704 688.6 701.35
EQUITASBNK 61 62.5 61 61.65
BBTC 1009.8 1016 1001.55 1009
ITI 112.85 113.75 112.2 112.5
SYMPHONY 959.25 966.05 946.05 953.1
GMM 4625.2 4625.25 4542.5 4575.45
SCHNEIDER 107.3 111.75 107.3 108.9
SPANDANA 438.6 451.7 438.55 442.35
SUNDRMFAST 859 876 838.1 865.15
BALMLAWRIE 120.8 121.5 119.75 120.2
RITES 272.6 273.2 269.65 270.45
PGHH 15143.55 15173.3 14950.05 14990.95
JYOTHYLAB 150 150.7 149 149.5
FDC 287.15 291.5 279.55 284.7
CEATLTD 1149.95 1149.95 1130 1138.4
UTIAMC 1023.05 1028.05 1008 1013.1
GRSE 238.5 242.65 236.85 240.1
VTL 1961.95 1994.25 1961.95 1981.7
JBCHEPHARM 1604.15 1620.7 1591.7 1597.85
BLUESTARCO 1025 1025 984.05 986.5
PGHL 5239.1 5360.4 5239.1 5340.45
CAPPL 780 799.3 780 797.55
AVANTI 539.95 540.8 533.9 538.2
SHK 150.95 151.9 149.55 149.85
IIFLWAM 1481 1545 1481 1509.95
NESCO 600.05 607.15 597.35 600.7
GESHIP 301 304.9 299.25 300.65
IFBIND 1179.5 1194.75 1157.8 1171.75
BAYERCROP 4731.75 4774.7 4723.1 4756.7
PRSMJOHNSN 124.6 130.7 124.3 128.9
ERIS 730 734.65 721.5 723.65
AKZOINDIA 2117.9 2117.9 2066.5 2075.15
NATCOPHARM 830.8 841.85 827.6 834.35
TRITURBINE 183.8 184.2 181.7 182.2
GARFIBRES 3305.55 3348.35 3249.5 3287.85
NAVNETEDUL 100.15 100.65 97 98.6
SHRIRAMCIT 2109.9 2109.9 2065.3 2091.75
BLISSGVS 100.4 101.95 100.15 101.2
MAHSCOOTER 4254.05 4312 4250.5 4290.25
MIDHANI 188.2 188.5 185 185.9
CSBBANK 272.8 273.75 270.35 272.35
CREDITACC 540 540 516.25 522.05
GEPIL 254 255.9 251.05 253.8
GODFRYPHLP 1260 1269.9 1245 1251.4
VMART 3809.7 3809.7 3754.5 3781.95
TASTYBIT 13357.35 13439.95 13258.45 13306.55
ESABINDIA 2880.6 2953.5 2875.3 2915.65
VINATIORGA 1864.65 1901.3 1856.6 1875.9
NILKAMAL 2294.5 2361.95 2289.4 2319.2
RHIM 340.6 349.6 334.05 340.6
WABCOINDIA 8170.1 8194 8024.6 8129.55
KSB 1252.6 1270 1244 1259.85
MAHLIFE 254.95 263.45 250.3 251.3
MASFIN 719.2 724.6 713.55 714.35
JKLAKSHMI 624.5 637 623.7 627.05
GILLETTE 5480 5490 5450 5475.55
JCHAC 1884 1959.15 1884 1902.1
HEIDELBERG 225.65 226.95 223 226
INDOSTAR 246.05 250.95 243.1 247.85
GPPL 102.9 102.9 101.85 102.45
AIAENG 1849.9 1870 1849.9 1861.55
VSTIND 3214.5 3219.5 3183.5 3194.7
WESTLIFE 568 583.15 568 578.25
RATNAMANI 1936.9 1992.85 1934.75 1987.55
STARCEMENT 98.5 98.5 95.1 95.9
CHOLAHLDNG 682.45 692.25 674.1 681.1
DCMSHRIRAM 1019.7 1023.3 1005.8 1011.65
DHANUKA 743.85 747.65 736.95 740.95
SWANENERGY 121.05 123.35 120 120.65
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 17,315.25 17,484.60 17,308.95 17,469.75 293.05
BAJFINANCE 7,120.00 7,386.35 7,120.00 7,360.00 256.85
MARUTI 7,225.00 7,497.85 7,151.10 7,415.55 228.95
HINDALCO 446 458.45 440.1 456.4 13.9
SBIN 480.9 492.4 480.25 490.6 13.9
BAJAJFINSV 17,166.00 17,674.25 17,166.00 17,600.00 491
BRITANNIA 3,489.95 3,582.45 3,483.00 3,570.00 95.8
ASIANPAINT 3,031.90 3,123.00 3,031.00 3,110.00 79.65
ICICIBANK 747.9 758.8 744.1 753.55 18.9
BHARTIARTL 705 719 702.3 715.95 17.1
TATAMOTORS 484.5 495.95 483.5 493.6 11.8
SUNPHARMA 750.2 763.5 747.35 761.6 17.9
INFY 1,733.00 1,759.80 1,732.60 1,752.40 40.75
ADANIPORTS 751.2 764.4 748.2 762 17.3
TATASTEEL 1,159.00 1,177.00 1,149.00 1,174.75 25.95
GRASIM 1,700.00 1,742.00 1,694.00 1,718.00 32.45
JSWSTEEL 665.55 676 660.15 673 12.35
ITC 221 225.65 221 224.7 4.05
HDFCBANK 1,536.00 1,555.05 1,534.00 1,553.50 27.8
INDUSINDBK 936 949 932.5 943.2 16.55
ONGC 147 150.35 146.8 148.5 2.6
HCLTECH 1,157.40 1,181.60 1,157.05 1,170.05 20.4
TECHM 1,582.65 1,614.80 1,582.05 1,604.35 27.7
ULTRACEMCO 7,329.00 7,458.75 7,300.00 7,424.00 124.6
M&M 834.5 843.7 826.95 839.9 13.95
RELIANCE 2,424.10 2,431.80 2,406.30 2,420.95 39.1
NTPC 124.85 127.65 124.85 127.4 2.05
WIPRO 639 653 638.25 642.1 9.7
LT 1,802.00 1,841.00 1,802.00 1,823.40 25.3
SHREECEM 25,939.85 26,279.55 25,850.00 26,106.90 360.35
TATACONSUM 758.6 773.65 758.6 770.9 10.2
HDFC 2,825.25 2,864.00 2,820.05 2,854.95 37.45
AXISBANK 695 701.55 687.65 695.9 8.9
BAJAJ-AUTO 3,302.85 3,337.95 3,297.00 3,326.00 39.55
HEROMOTOCO 2,460.15 2,500.00 2,460.15 2,490.95 29.15
TITAN 2,385.00 2,418.00 2,377.10 2,408.00 27.45
EICHERMOT 2,465.00 2,516.95 2,465.00 2,500.00 28.2
DRREDDY 4,527.25 4,589.70 4,527.25 4,570.70 50
TCS 3,601.00 3,646.45 3,601.00 3,624.00 39.5
CIPLA 895 902 890.3 898.9 9.65
SBILIFE 1,165.00 1,173.00 1,158.60 1,171.00 11.85
BPCL 389.5 392.25 389.15 391.45 3.65
HINDUNILVR 2,318.25 2,344.45 2,318.25 2,338.60 17
NESTLEIND 19,225.05 19,524.95 19,225.05 19,469.70 125.45
UPL 727.1 735.65 725.95 729.3 2.35
COALINDIA 151.25 151.75 150.05 151 0.35
IOC 121.65 122.55 120 120.5 -0.1
DIVISLAB 4,650.00 4,651.00 4,585.00 4,610.00 -14.8
POWERGRID 205.15 207.65 203.55 205.1 -0.7
KOTAKBANK 1,970.00 1,970.00 1,915.45 1,921.95 -15.2
HDFCLIFE 698.1 698.85 684.7 686.3 -8.1

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 42,356.75 42,743.85 42,351.00 42,711.85 546.2
BIOCON 361 387.9 360.6 382 21.8
AUROPHARMA 672 703.25 672 700.3 26.95
JINDALSTEL 373.45 383 370.35 382 14.05
DMART 4,708.20 4,842.00 4,708.20 4,818.00 157.35
CADILAHC 451.8 464.4 450.7 462.4 13.2
LUPIN 871.8 891.85 869.45 891.65 25.5
BANKBARODA 90.25 92.3 89.85 92 2.45
ACC 2,255.15 2,299.90 2,249.20 2,299.90 54.85
BAJAJHLDNG 5,407.05 5,549.00 5,407.05 5,525.00 131.8
PNB 38.75 39.45 38.55 39.4 0.9
ADANIENT 1,679.80 1,726.40 1,679.05 1,717.75 39.3
BOSCHLTD 16,333.00 16,734.95 16,333.00 16,670.00 373.05
MCDOWELL-N 899 919 899 915.5 19.35
SAIL 109.95 110.45 107.2 110 2.25
HDFCAMC 2,548.00 2,575.50 2,537.65 2,572.00 50.4
ICICIGI 1,434.05 1,450.00 1,420.50 1,442.95 26.6
TORNTPHARM 3,099.00 3,147.60 3,075.00 3,130.00 55.4
INDIGO 1,972.00 1,997.45 1,951.25 1,980.00 34.75
PEL 2,594.00 2,637.30 2,588.15 2,628.00 43.35
SBICARD 1,005.00 1,020.00 1,003.15 1,016.55 16.05
BERGEPAINT 743 749.75 736.8 748 11.8
MARICO 526.05 531.5 522.55 530.45 7.85
BANDHANBNK 281 286 280.5 282.5 4
DLF 395.1 398.8 393 396.8 5.6
LTI 6,639.00 6,720.00 6,606.05 6,647.00 90.6
INDUSTOWER 271.8 276.8 271.6 273 3.7
AMBUJACEM 376.4 380.4 375.2 377.6 4.85
PIIND 2,895.00 2,955.80 2,890.10 2,939.20 36.45
NMDC 146 147.5 146 147 1.7
COLPAL 1,451.85 1,461.95 1,442.15 1,461.40 16.7
YESBANK 13.25 13.45 13.1 13.25 0.15
JUBLFOOD 3,815.55 3,851.00 3,772.00 3,831.85 39.5
CHOLAFIN 565 574.15 560.5 567.95 5.6
PIDILITIND 2,225.00 2,240.45 2,213.00 2,233.40 19.85
GAIL 133.5 136 131.55 133.7 1.15
NAUKRI 5,705.00 5,793.20 5,703.20 5,733.70 47.65
SIEMENS 2,232.80 2,249.00 2,204.45 2,225.05 14.75
MUTHOOTFIN 1,502.00 1,514.95 1,492.60 1,500.50 5.1
GODREJCP 901 908.55 898.5 902.25 2.95
DABUR 575.4 576.85 572.45 574 1.6
APOLLOHOSP 5,313.00 5,367.00 5,278.00 5,328.00 13.35
HAVELLS 1,429.00 1,429.40 1,407.20 1,413.85 3
ADANIGREEN 1,368.05 1,409.00 1,368.05 1,391.00 1.3
ICICIPRULI 589.65 592.5 585.8 586.95 0.25
IGL 502 502.65 493.95 496.7 -1.95
VEDL 346 349 337.05 342 -2.15
HINDPETRO 303.8 306.9 300.3 302 -2.05
ADANITRANS 1,855.00 1,913.90 1,853.00 1,878.00 -14.45
GLAND 3,569.95 3,587.10 3,505.00 3,517.00 -39.25
PGHH 15,050.00 15,180.00 14,901.00 14,924.95 -176.95
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The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Wednesday kept

borrowing costs at a record-
low for the ninth consecutive
time as it decided to continue
supporting economic growth
amid uncertainty over the
impact of the Omicron strain
of the coronavirus on the econ-
omy.

The six-member Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC),
which has paused rate changes
since August last year, unani-
mously decided to keep the
benchmark repurchase rate at
4 per cent and voted 5-1 to
retain its accommodative pol-

icy stance as long as is neces-
sary, reflecting a continued
bias to support economic
growth given that inflation
was not a big worry.

The reverse repo rate -- the
level at which it absorbs excess
cash from lenders -- was kept
unchanged at 3.35 per cent.

It kept the GDP growth
projections unchanged at 9.5
per cent for the current fiscal
and retained the inflation fore-
cast of 5.3 per cent for the full
year. While the Indian econo-
my has literally hauled itself
out of one of the deepest con-
tractions in April-June, it is not
yet strong enough to be self-
sustaining and durable.

"Given the slack in the
economy and the ongoing
catching-up of activity, espe-
cially of private consumption,
which is still below its pre-pan-
demic levels, continued policy
support is warranted for a
durable and broad-based
recovery," Governor
Shaktikanta Das said. "Our
motto is to ensure soft landing
that is well-timed."

There, however, has been
no guidance on the rate tra-
jectory.

RBI had slashed the repo
rate by a total of 115 basis
points (bps) since March 2020
to soften the blow from the
coronavirus pandemic and

tough containment measures.
This is on top of rate cuts to the
tune of 135 bps since the
beginning of 2019.

The central bank struck to
its principle of 'gradualism'
since the downside risks to a
durable growth trajectory have
clearly increased due to the
spread of the new COVID
variant Omicron.

On inflation, the central
bank took comfort from the
excise tax cuts in petrol and
diesel and the steps taken by
the government to moderate
prices in food categories such
as edible oil and pulses.

Das said the central bank
will continue rebalancing liq-

uidity conditions and will use
VRRR (Variable Rate Reverse
Repo) auction as the primary
tool for liquidity management,
shifting away from the fixed
reserve repo rate.

The RBI will raise the
amount of cash it absorbs
through the 14-day VRRR to
Rs 6.5 lakh crore on December
17 and subsequently to Rs 7.5
lakh crore on December 31.

At the same time, the auc-
tions will have a higher pro-
portion of 28 days vis-a-vis the
primary tenor of 14 days.

Excess cash in the banking
system hovered at around Rs
9.2 lakh crore, close to a record
high.

Mumbai:The Reserve Bank on
Wednesday retained the GDP
growth forecast at 9.5 per cent for
the current fiscal but cautioned that
the economic recovery is not yet
strong enough to be self-sustaining
and durable.

In an address after the three-day
meeting of the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC), RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das said managing a
durable, strong and inclusive recov-
ery is the central bank's mission.

"We need to be persevering,
patient and persistent in our efforts.
We also need to be aware, alert and

agile to the new realities con-
fronting us. Our efforts over the past
one year and nine months have
given us the confidence and a head
start to face the challenges that lie
ahead," he said. 

Das, whose tenure as the
Governor was extended by three
years recently, further said the
Indian economy is relatively well-
positioned on the path of recov-
ery but it cannot be immune to
global spillovers or to possible
surges of infections from new
mutations, including the Omicron
variant.
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Mumbai:With a view to make digital transactions
more affordable, the Reserve Bank of India will
soon come out with a discussion paper on the rea-
sonableness of charges on transactions through
digital mode. Observing that concerted efforts by
all stakeholders have led to a significant increase
in digital payments in recent years, RBI Governor
Shaktikanta Das said there have, however, been
some concerns on the reasonableness of various
charges incurred by customers for digital pay-
ments through credit cards, debit cards, prepaid
payment instruments (cards and wallets), Unified
Payments Interface (UPI) and the like. 

Entities involved in providing digital payment
services incur costs, which are generally recovered
from the merchant or customer or is borne by one
or more of the participants, he said while unveil-
ing the bi-monthly monetary policy.  PTI
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New Delhi:Fitch Ratings on Wednesday
cut India's economic growth forecast to
8.4 per cent for the current fiscal year
ending March 31, 2022, saying the
rebound after the second wave of Covid
infections has been subdued than expect-
ed. Fitch, which had previously forecast
a GDP growth of 8.7 per cent in 2021-
22 (April 2021 to March 2022), howev-
er, raised the economic growth projec-
tion for the next financial year (FY23) to
10.3 per cent from previously forecast 10
per cent.

The economy had contracted by 7.3
per cent in the 2020-21 fiscal as restric-
tions imposed to curb spread of coron-
avirus pummelled business activity.

"India's economy staged a strong
rebound in 3Q21 (July-September 2021)

from the Delta variant-induced sharp
contraction," Fitch said in its Global
Economic Outlook (GEO). 

The GDP rose a sharp 11.4 per cent
when compared to the preceding April-
June quarter when it had slumped 12.4
per cent.

"However, the bounce was more
subdued than we expected in our
September GEO. The rebound in the ser-
vices sector was weaker than hoped for,"
it said. Nevertheless, business surveys
and mobility data point to activity grow-
ing robustly in 4Q21 (October-December
2021). Growth in the manufacturing sec-
tor is constrained by ongoing supply
shortages, but the supply bottlenecks are
expected to ease in the coming months.

PTI

Mumbai: Reserve Bank
Governor Shaktikanta Das on
Wednesday defended the cen-
tral bank's more-than-antici-
pated dovish stance wherein
the MPC unanimously voted
to continue with an accom-
modative policy, saying "our
overarching policy focus and
priority now is supporting
growth" amid the threat of a
third wave of Covid-19 and the
legroom a cooling inflation
print offers.  

The comments came after
the RBI's Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) left the

key policy rates unchanged
for the ninth time in a 
row. 

The repo rate was left at 4
per cent, which was on expect-
ed lines, while the reverse repo,
which has been the effective
policy rate since the pandem-
ic hit in March 2020, was sur-
prisingly kept unchanged at
3.35 per cent despite the cen-
tral bank preparing the market
for a much-needed and delayed
rebalancing of the liquidity
overdose for quite sometime
now. 

The policy move was pred-

icated on the belief that if the
Omicron variant of the coron-
avirus triggers a third wave of
the pandemic in India, it can
easily upend the fledgling
recovery. 

Retail inflation is likely to
ease to around 5 per cent next
fiscal on the back of govern-
ment measures to ease supplies,
reduction in fuel prices and
prospects of good crops, Das
said. 

For FY22, retail inflation is
pegged at 5.3 per cent and
should inch down to 4 - 4.3 per
cent by end-FY23.  PTI

Mumbai: As the RBI moves ahead for the
launch of the central bank digital currency
(CBDC), Governor Shaktikanta Das on
Wednesday marked out cyber security and dig-
ital frauds as the main challenges in the new sys-
tem. Deputy Governor T Rabi Sankar said there
are two types of CBDCs - wholesale and retail
- and a lot of work has happened in the former
while the latter was termed as a "complicated"
aspect which will take time.

The RBI had earlier this year announced
that it has started work on the CBDC, in line
with other major central banks of the world
which are looking at a fiat digital currency.
According to a report, the RBI is looking to
start with pilot exercises on the same front by
early next year. PTI
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The European diplomat
chairing nuclear talks

between Iran and world pow-
ers says negotiations in Vienna
will resume Thursday.

Enrique Mora said
Wednesday on Twitter that the
parties to the 2015 Vienna
accord will meet in the
Austrian capital after consult-
ing with their governments in
recent days.

European diplomats had
urged Tehran to come back
with “realistic proposals” after

Iran’s delegation last week made
numerous demands that were
deemed unacceptable by the
other parties to the accord —
Britain, China, France,
Germany and Russia. 

The United States with-
drew from the agreement in
2018 under former U.S.
President Donald Trump. His
successor Joe Biden has indi-
cated that the U.S. is willing to
return, and American diplo-
mats in Vienna are being
briefed by other powers.

The Vienna accord, for-
mally known as the Joint

Comprehensive Plan of Action,
was meant to rein in Tehran’s
nuclear program in return for
loosening economic sanctions
against Iran.Following the U.S.
decision to withdraw and
reimpose sanctions, Iran has
ramped up its nuclear program
again by enriching uranium
beyond the thresholds allowed
in the agreement. 

Tehran has also restricted
monitors from the U.N. atom-
ic watchdog from accessing its
nuclear facilities, raising con-
cerns about what the country
is doing behind closed doors.

But Russia’s top represen-
tative expressed hope that an
agreement could eventually be
reached at the talks.

Mikhail Ulyanov tweeted
that contacts with the United
States and Iran “prove that
both sides are very serious”
about reviving the deal, though
he added that “their visions of
relevant ways and means differ.”

“The task of the negotiators
is to overcome these differ-
ences. It’s feasible in the light of
unity of purpose,” he said.
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Australia will join the United
States in a diplomatic boy-

cott of the Beijing Winter
Olympics over human rights
concerns, Prime Minister Scott
Morrison said Wednesday.

As it did following the U.S.
announcement on Tuesday,
China responded furiously,
saying no Australian officials
had been invited to the
Olympics and “no one would
care about whether they come
or not.”

Morrison said it should
come as no surprise that
Australian officials would boy-
cott the event after the nation’s
relationship with China had
broken down in recent years.

“I’m doing it because it’s in
Australia’s national interest,”
Morrison said. “It’s the right
thing to do.”He said Australian
athletes would still be able to
compete.As well as citing
human rights abuses, Morrison
said China had been very crit-
ical of Australia’s efforts to
have a strong defense force in
the region, “particularly in
relation, most recently, to our

decision to acquire nuclear-
powered submarines.”He said
his government was very happy
to talk to China about their dif-
ferences.“There’s been no
obstacle to that occurring on
our side, but the Chinese gov-
ernment has consistently not
accepted those opportunities
for us to meet,” Morrison said.

Rights groups have pushed
for a full boycott of the games,
accusing China of rights abus-
es against ethnic minorities.
The U.S. and Australian deci-
sions fall short of those calls but
come at an exceptionally tur-
bulent time for international
relations and have been met
with a barrage of criticism
from China.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin
denounced Morrison’s
announcement as “political
posturing,” but did not direct-
ly threaten the “resolute coun-
termeasures” it vowed to exact
on the U.S. “China has not
invited any Australian govern-
ment officials to attend the
Winter Olympics, and no one
would care about whether they
come or not,” Wang said at a
daily briefing.
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President Joe Biden and
Vladimir Putin were still far

apart after two hours of talks on
the escalating crisis caused by
Russia’s massing of tens of
thousands of troops near its
border with Ukraine.

Biden delivered a simple
message during Tuesday’s video
call with Putin: invade Ukraine
again and face painful sanc-
tions that will do resounding
harm to your economy. Putin
had his own blunt take, accord-
ing to his foreign adviser Yuri
Ushakov, telling the U.S. pres-
ident that “the Russian troops
are on their own territory, and
they don’t threaten anyone.”

With no immediate break-
through to ease tensions on the
Ukraine question, the U.S.
emphasized a need for diplo-
macy and de-escalation, while
issuing stern threats to Russia
about the high costs of a mili-
tary incursion.Biden “told
President Putin directly that if
Russia further invades Ukraine,
the United States and our

European allies would respond
with strong economic mea-
sures,” U.S. National Security
Adviser Jake Sullivan said. He
added that Biden said the U.S.
would also “provide addition-
al defensive material to the
Ukrainians … and we would
fortify our NATO allies on the
eastern flank with additional
capabilities in response to such
an escalation.”

White House officials
made clear that Biden is not
interested in putting U.S. troops
in harm’s way defending
Ukraine. But Sullivan added
that potential efforts to bolster
regional allies could lead to
additional deployments of U.S.
troops to eastern European
NATO allies. 

A top US envoy, Victoria
Nuland, said a Russian invasion
of Ukraine would also jeopar-
dize a controversial pipeline
between Russia and Germany
known as Nord Stream 2. She
told the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee on
Tuesday that if Russia invaded,
“our expectation is that the
pipeline will be suspended.”
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Center-left leader Olaf Scholz
became Germany’s ninth

post-World War II chancellor on
Wednesday, opening a new era
for the European Union’s most
populous nation and largest
economy after  Angela Merkel’s
16-year tenure. Scholz’s govern-
ment takes office with high
hopes of modernizing Germany
and combating climate change
but faces immediate challenge of
handling country’s toughest
phase yet of coronavirus pan-
demic. Lawmakers voted by

395-303 with six abstentions to
elect Scholz — a comfortable
majority, though short of the 416
seats his three-party coalition
holds in 736-seat lower house of
parliament. That’s not unusual
when chancellors are elected, and
some lawmakers were out sick or
in quarantine.  Merkel, who is no
longer a member of parliament,
looked on from spectators’
gallery as parliament voted.
Lawmakers gave her a standing
ovation. Scholz, 63, Germany’s
vice chancellor and finance min-
ister since 2018, brings a wealth
of experience and discipline to an

untried coalition of his center-left
Social Democrats, the environ-
mentalist Greens and pro-busi-
ness Free Democrats. The three
parties are portraying combina-
tion of former rivals as a pro-
gressive alliance that will bring
new energy to country after
Merkel’s near-record time in
office. “We are venturing a new
departure, one that takes up
major challenges of this decade
and well beyond that,” Scholz
said Tuesday. If parties succeed,
he added, “that is a mandate to
be reelected together at next elec-
tion.”Scholz, an unflappable and

supremely self-confident figure
who in past has displayed an abil-
ity to put aside setbacks quick-
ly, cracked a smile as he was
elected and as he was formally
appointed by President Frank-
Walter Steinmeier. 

The new chancellor then
returned to parliament to be
sworn in. Scholz, who has no
religious affiliation, omitted the
optional phrase “so help me
God” from his oath of office, as
did Merkel’s predecessor,
Gerhard Schroeder.
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Asuspect in the 2018 killing
of Saudi journalist Jamal

Khashoggi was arrested
Tuesday in France, according to
a French judicial official. The
official said the suspect was
being held on the basis of a
Turkish arrest warrant. 

He requested not being
named in accordance with the
French justice system’s cus-
tomary practices.French radio
RTL said the Saudi national,
Khalid Aedh al-Otaibi, was
arrested at the Roissy airport
near Paris as he was trying to
board a flight to Riyadh. 

Al-Otaibi was one of over
a dozen Saudi officials sanc-
tioned by the US Treasury in
2018 over Khashoggi’s killing
and dismemberment at the
Saudi Consulate in Istanbul in
2018. He was also mentioned in
the declassified US intelligence
report that said Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman
had “approved” the operation
that killed Khashoggi. The
report used an alternate English
transliteration of his last name.
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Bangladesh sentenced 20
university students to death

on Wednesday for the brutal
2019 murder of a young man
who criticised the government
on social media. 

The battered body of Abrar
Fahad, 21, was found in his
university dormitory hours
after he wrote a Facebook post
slamming Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina for signing a
water-sharing deal with India.

He was beaten with a

cricket bat and other blunt
objects for six hours by 25 fel-
low students who were mem-
bers of the ruling Awami
League's student wing, the
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL). "I am happy with the
verdict," Fahad's father Barkat
Ullah told reporters outside
court after the verdict. "I hope
the punishments will be served
soon."

Prosecutor Abdullah Abu
told AFP that the remaining
five perpetrators were sen-
tenced to life imprisonment.All
those handed death sentences

were between 20 and 22 years
old and attended the elite
Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
alongside Fahad. 

Three of the defendants
are still at large while the rest
were in courtroom. A lawyer
for the defendants said the sen-
tence would be appealed.

‘HIGHEST PUNISH-
MENT’

Fahad had put up a post on
Facebook that went viral hours
before his death.In it, he crit-
icised the government for sign-

ing an accord that allowed
India to take water from a river
that lies on the boundary the
two countries share.

Fahad had been seen -- in
leaked CCTV footage that
went viral on social media --
walking into a dormitory with
some BCL activists.

About six hours later, his
body was carried out by the
students and laid on the
ground.The BCL has earned
notoriety in recent years after
some of its members were
accused of killing, violence
and extortion.

-;�:��$������������������������������	���#�����-;�<�&�����
4��������������

!����2&	������	��0����	�
�� %��	���"����E������

A2�	���5��?
��$��.	.!��9�$�	�+3��55
�!93�$�'�883�

Giving details of the crash on Wednesday,
officials said Rawat, his wife Madhulika, his staff,
and the crew were killed when the helicopter
crashed in Coonoor just around noon time. 

The CDS was enroute Defence Service Staff
College (DSSC), Wellington, to deliver a lecture
later in the afternoon.  He landed at Sulur air-
base near Coimbatore at about 11-30 a.m. after
flying from New Delhi.  The MI-75 took off from
there for Wellington at about 11.45 a.m. and it
is feared the helicopter burst into flames short-
ly before it was to land at Wellington helipad.
The flying time between Sulur and Wellington
is about 40 minutes.

Reports from the ground indicated the heli-
copter crashed in apparently foggy conditions
after colliding with some jackfruit trees. 

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin, who
left for Coonoor, expressed shock over the inci-
dent. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh briefed the
Prime Minister about the crash and the IAF chief
was asked to rush to the mishap site.

Elaborating upon the site of the mishap,
sources said the helipad at Wellington is locat-
ed in a bowl or valley surrounded by hills.  At
this time of the year cloud cover and rains pose
a challenge for landing helicopters, they said.
However, the court of inquiry will find out the
truth, they said adding the black box or data
recorder of the helicopter was recovered. The
lone survivor will be able to help the investiga-
tors to pinpoint the causes leading to the tragedy.

They also said nearly all the victims suffered
serious burn injuries after the helicopter crashed
near a hill top before it was to land five minutes
later.

Initially, villagers carried out the rescue
efforts by trying to douse the strong flames as
the nearest road head is nearly three km away.
In fact, all the passengers had to be carried up
to the road head in makeshift stretchers and then
rushed to the military hospital at Wellington.
Sources said the DNA test was carried out to cor-
rectly establish the identity of the victims
before going public. 

Rajnath will make an official statement in
both the houses of Parliament on Thursday.
Earlier in the day on Wednesday, he visited the
residence of Rawat in the national Capital and
spoke to his daughter.

Later, Army Chief General M M Naravane
also visited Rawat’s official residence here and
met the family.  Rawat’s other daughter was
expected to land in the Capital from Mumbai
later in the night.  Navy chief Admiral R Hari
Kumar also rushed to New Delhi from Mumbai. 

Reports from the accident site referring to
officials there and local eyewitnesses in the Kateri
village said the helicopter was flying at a low alti-
tude in the foggy conditions when it crashed into
a valley here, before falling through trees. Fire
engulfed the helicopter by the time it landed on
the ground.

Although it brushed a house during its fall,
there was no human casualty or injury since the
inmates were not at home. The building suffered
damage in the episode. Two persons, who were
ablaze, fell down from the helicopter, Perumal,
an eyewitness said.

The crashed helicopter in the forest area
reduced trees to pieces of logs and ashes due to
resultant fire, even as the local people turned first
responders to try and save the injured. However,
they could not help the victims due to the rag-
ing flames and informed the authorities.

The accident site was a scene of despair with
flames from the helicopter engulfing the wood-

en logs resulting in billowing smoke and per-
sonnel scurrying to douse the fire, including
using buckets and water hose.

The mangled and burnt remains of the heli-
copter were strewn along the site, even as res-
cue services personnel were seen carrying bod-
ies in stretchers to be transported through wait-
ing ambulances.

Meanwhile, Chief Minister Stalin in a tweet
said, “I am deeply shocked and disheartened on
hearing the army chopper with CDS General
Bipin Rawat and 13 others has met with an acci-
dent near Coonoor. I’ve instructed the local
administration to provide all the help needed in
rescue operations even as I’m rushing to the
spot.” 
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The Mi-17V-5 military transport helicopter
is designed to carry personnel, cargo and
equipment inside the cargo cabin or on an exter-
nal sling, drop tactical air assault forces and
reconnaissance and sabotage groups, destroy
ground targets and carry the wounded, they said.

The helicopter is fitted with advanced
TV3-117VM engines. It is the most technical-
ly advanced helicopter of the Mi-8/17 family of
helicopters and incorporates the best engineering
solutions from previous generations of heli-
copters.
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Given this scenario, the Government can-
not afford to leave the CDS post vacant for long,
they said.  Till the Government takes the final
decision, Deputy Chief of Integrated Defence
Staff will look after the affairs of the institution
of the CDS.

The CDS is the single point advisor on mil-
itary affairs to the political leadership. The idea
to have such a post was first mooted by a com-
mittee headed by then Home Minister LK
Advani in the aftermath of the Kargil war in
1999.

Difference in perception amongst the armed
forces and lack of political consensus saw the
CDS proposal put on the backburner for near-
ly 20 years.  The NDA regime in its new tenure
starting 2019 gave a push to the proposed insti-
tution.

Soon after taking over Rawat went about
working on having theatre commands to pool
resources of the three armed forces besides
streamlining critical procurements to maintain
operational readiness.

�.��73!��')� �CC�E6O����+��
'37��3!	.��7!3��8�7'�7,

It is expected to be implemented in eight
years with state-of-the-art technology. 

“The project will be of immense benefit to
the water-starved Bundelkhand region, spread
across the States of Madhya Pradesh and Uttar
Pradesh,” an official statement said. The Ken-
Betwa project will benefit the districts of
Panna, Tikamgarh, Chhatarpur, Sagar, Damoh,
Datia, Vidisha, Shivpuri and Raisen in Madhya
Pradesh and Banda, Mahoba, Jhansi and
Lalitpur in Uttar Pradesh. 

“The project also comprehensively provides
for environment management and safeguards.
For this purpose, a comprehensive landscape

management plan is under finalisation by the
Wildlife Institute of India,” the statement said. 

The I&B Minister said PMAY has been
extended beyond March 2021, and till March 31,
2024. The total target is to construct 2.95 crore
‘pucca’ houses. The total financial implication
for construction of the remaining 155.75 lakh
houses is Rs 2,17,257 crore, with a Central share
of Rs 1,25,106 crore and a State share of Rs
73,475 crore for achieving cumulative targets of
2.95 crore houses in rural areas, an official state-
ment later said.             

As of November 29 this year, 1.65 crore
PMAY-G houses have been constructed out of
the total target of 2.95 crore, said Thakur.
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The researchers found that the antibodies
from all of the volunteers performed worse
against omicron than they did against an earli-
er version of the coronavirus. 

Overall, their antibodies’ potency against
omicron dropped dramatically, to about 1/40th
of the level seen when tested with an earlier ver-
sion of the virus. That low level of antibodies
may not protect against breakthrough omicron
infections.

His team found a distinct difference between
the two sets of volunteers. The antibodies from
the six uninfected vaccinated people were very
weak against Omicron. But among the volun-
teers who had Covid-19 before vaccination, five
out of six still produced fairly potent respons-
es.

One reason for the difference is that peo-
ple who are vaccinated after an infection pro-
duce higher levels of antibodies than do people
who were not infected.

Pfizer and Moderna have said they were test-
ing their vaccines against omicron and that they
would be able to produce vaccines specifically
tailored to the variant in roughly three months.
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“We are in agreement with the Government
regarding our demands. We will decide about
suspending the agitation after the meeting
tomorrow. No decision has been taken yet on
calling off the agitation. Another meeting of
SKM will be to be held on Thursday at 12 noon,”
Chaduni said.

Another core committee member, Yudhvir
Singh said, “The ball is now in the Government’s
court and a final decision will be taken on
Thursday.

In a statement, the SKM said a consensus
has been achieved on the Central Government’s
draft regarding farmers’ demands. “Consensus
has been reached on Government’s fresh pro-
posal. Now, a formal communication signed on
the Government’s letterhead is awaited. The
SKM will meet again tomorrow at twelve noon,
at Singhu Border, to take a formal decision there-
after to lift the morchas,” the SKM said in a state-
ment.  

The Centre in its second draft agreed that
cases lodged against farmers during the protests
would be withdrawn with immediate effect by
Central agencies.  The States governments-Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh,
Haryana and Madhya Pradesh have agreed to
withdraw cases against farmers. It will also
appeal to other State Governments to withdraw

the cases against them. 
The Centre said as far as compensation is

concerned, the State Government’s - Uttar
Pradesh and Haryana have agreed on this issue.  

The farmers had also underlined the need
for financial compensation (to the families of the,
reportedly, more than 700 growers who died in
the protests) along the lines of that offered by
the Congress Government in Punjab; the State
has given Rs five  lakh and a job to a family
member.

The Centre has assured that electricity
amendment bill would not be tabled in
Parliament without consulting farmers groups.
It also assured that the minimum support price
would not be reduced and a committee will
decide how to make it more effective with the
consultation with farmers. On the question of
the constitution of the MSP committee, the
farmers have emphasised only members of the
SKM (in addition to officials from the Centre,
concerned States, and agricultural experts) can
be chosen. This is to counter the inclusion of
those farmers who supported the farm laws.

The stand-down comes after a stunning
series of U-turns by the Government - from
repealing the farm laws to withdrawing police
cases against the farmers and, crucially, offer-
ing a written guarantee to consider their long-
standing demand to make MSP, or minimum
support price.

On Tuesday, the SKM had demanded clar-
ification on certain points in the Government’s
proposal, including on the precondition set for
the withdrawal of “fake” cases against farmers.

Farmers from Punjab, Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh have been protesting at the borders of
the national Capital since November 26 last year
to demand repeal of the three farm laws.
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Having taken stock of the threat posed by
the new Covid-19 variant Omicron, chief min-
ister Uddhav Thackeray –who presided over the
weekly Cabinet meeting – directed the state
health administration to speed up the process
of the Covid-19 vaccinations in the state, say-
ing that building immunity among the people
through vaccination was the only way to check
the rapid spread of Omicron in the state.

“In view of the rapid spread of Omicron
across the world, we have to take utmost pre-
cautions to check the spread of the Covid-19
variant in the state. Apart from enforcing the
Covid-19 protocols strictly, it is necessary for the
state health administration to increase the
Covid-19 vaccinations to fight the Omicron,” he
said.  

In his briefing on the rapid spread of the new
Covid-19 variant across the world,  the chief
minister  said that there was a record 45 per cent
increase in the spread of Omicron during the
last 12 hours. “Omicron has now spread to 54
countries. France is recording 40,000 Omicron
cases every day, while the number of daily cases
in Germany was around 50,000. Australia is also
reeling under the Omicron wave and the coun-
try is on an average 7,000 new cases everyday”.

“In  the United States, the pandemic situa-
tion has deteriorated once again and the situa-
tion currently being witnessed there is akin to
the one that prevailed in November 2020.
Everyday, more than one lakh new cases are
being recorded. In South Africa, there has been
a rapid increase in the number of Omicron cases
during the last weeks. In fact, the number of
cases is doubling there,” Uddhav told his
Cabinet colleague.s   

Kohima: Breaking their silence
after four days of a shoot-out
in which 13 of their village
youth died in firing by Para
commandos, the Oting
Citizens Office, representing
Oting village in Nagaland's
remote Mon district on
Wednesday rubbished official
claims and asserted security
forces had tried to hide the
dead bodies and dress them in
fatigues in a bid to pass them
off as militants after a botched
up ambush. The citizen's body
also claimed the killings were
in "cold blood" with the driver
being among the first to be shot
dead with a bullet which
pierced the windshield. 

Attempts to contact the
Army spokesperson in Kohima
to cross-check the allegations
have as yet remained unan-
swered.  An official statement
made by the Government on
Monday had said that based on
inputs received by the Indian
Army about movement of the
insurgents near Tiru village in
Mon district, a team of  para-
commandos  laid an ambush
on Saturday, during which, "a
vehicle approached the location
and it was signaled to stop.   

However, the vehicle tried
to flee, following which the
vehicle, suspected of carrying
insurgents, was fired upon
resulting in killing of 6 out of 8
persons travelling in the vehi-
cle. However, it turned out to be
a case of mistaken identity." 

The Oting villagers through
a statement related that "on the
fateful evening of 4th
December 2021, around 3:30
PM, one pick-up truck loaded
with 8 Coal miners were
returning from (a) mining site
as next day was Sunday, which
we the Christians consider a
day of rest... Around 4:30 pm,
the security forces ambushed
that very pick-up truck without
ascertaining anything about
the passengers." 

The security forces then
"blocked the road for all traffic
and diverted all vehicles to the
less frequented old Pioneer road.
Meanwhile, villagers were anx-

iously waiting for the pick-up
truck to reach the village, for they
learnt that there was a shootout"
on that stretch, according to the
Oting Citizens' body. 

The Oting Citizens Office
claimed that around 8:00 PM,
the villagers went searching and
found the empty pick-up truck
, "with the bullet mark piercing
through the windshield exact-
ly at the driver's position, blood
stains covered with dust and
mud, and the boys missing
from the vehicle." 

“The pierced windshield in the
front by bullets clearly indicates
that they first shot the driver of
the pick-up truck to (bring it to
a ) halt and ambushed the
remaining point blank,” the
statement alleged. The villagers
claimed they chased three flee-
ing vehicles used by the securi-
ty forces on motorcycles and
intercepted them. 

Though securitymen denied
any knowledge of the missing
boys, a search found six of the
missing miners under a tar-
paulin. These boys were half
dressed and lying dead. 

The Oting Citizens accused
the security forces of attempt-
ing "to brand the boys as mil-
itants by planting weapons and
dressing them in camouflage
uniforms and boots." Soon
after heated argument between
security forces and villagers
broke out and turned into
physical scuffles. 

Armymen according to the
villagers "started firing indis-
criminately, abruptly killing and
injuring few others on the spot."
“We may be small and tiny in
area and population, yet we are
ready to compromise with sit-
uation to lose our heads and
take the enemy's heads. For we
are warriors by blood and ori-
gin, and no force can intimidate
us," the statement asserted.  

The situation in the border
state of Nagaland, where
protests and rioting broke out
after firing by security forces
claimed 14 civilian lives, has
been tense but calm. 

There have been demands by
the state government and vari-
ous citizens groups that the
Centre repeal the Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act (AFSPA),
which gives powers of arrest and
detention to the army. PTI
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Actress Zareen Khan is featuring in a
peppy Punjabi track with Jordan

Sandhu, titled Chann Chann and it sure-
ly will make you groove to it’s bhangra
beats. Chann Chann is a romantic
Punjabi track which showcases a cute
love story between two lovers. 

Talking about the song, Khan
expresses, “I’m so happy to collaborate
with Jordan again, he is a very talented
artist. I have worked in movies, OTT and
music platforms space but I personally
love doing Punjabi music videos and I
would love to take more such projects
in the future.” 

“This song is very beautiful and I’m
very sure the audience will love it. It’s
playing on my phone on loop and it sure-
ly is going to be on everyone’s playlist this
wedding season. Every bit of this song
is very special to me and I have enjoyed
and loved shooting for it to the T,” she
added.

Chann Chann’s music video is out
now on YouTube.

There are those days, when
you’re a nerdy kid reading
Delhi Is Not Far and you’re

laughing at the little anecdotes
when you suddenly start imagin-
ing that you’re talking to the
author of the book that you’re
perusing. You start, in your little
head, framing what you’d want to
know about the world of reading
and writing by the maestros. No?
Just me?

Well. That happened. Might I
add, not that it wasn’t clear
already, that it was a huge deal, an
honour for me to converse with
one of my biggest idols. I don’t
have to specify how we’ve all
grown up reading short stories by
Bond (now that sounds even
cooler on him). I wanted to ask
him so many questions but time
was limited, of course. However,
one always wonders... A writer, as
legendary as Ruskin Bond, who
carries a plethora of experience in
his store, who has lived the most
important movements of the
Indian literary world and has
seen from Progressive writers to
the Chayavadi poets — what
would go in his mind? 

“I’ve been writing for 70 years
and, you know, writers come and
go,” Bond chuckled. 

In his soothingly gruff voice,
he continued, “There was not a
particular era, per se. Some of the
writers reflected the times they
live in, in their writings. Some
reflect the society in their works
— between the two world wars,
Independence struggle, partition,
and so on. R K Narayan and Mulk
Raj Anand, for instance, in the
colonial period, have spoken of
those times.”

“Now, of course, we have a lot
of new writers who’ve grown up
in independent India,” he added. 

On asking him what changes
he had noticed in the contempo-
rary writers, he cogitated, “Now,
many writers publish works in
English and regional languages.
I’ve seen more people want to
write. When I went to school in
the 1920s, there was no great
interest in becoming a writer by
profession. We didn’t have pub-
lishers then, either.  Only in the
1980s did we start having genuine
publishing industries, so now we
have more and more writers want-
ing to make a living out of writ-
ing.

Young people want to write,
now people want to become
celebrities through writing. That
could partly be the attraction. In
my time, we didn’t have visual
media so writers were only known
by their names. Nowadays, any-
one can be a celebrity.” 

This reminded me that in one
of his novels, Bond had men-
tioned ‘this world is for publish-
ers, and not writers’.

He paused before answering,
“Yes, and I wrote that in 1960s. I
was young (laughs). Now, publish-
ers are dominant, have gone
multinational, and have become
commercial. In the past, small
publishers often looked at good
quality.

Now everybody works on a
big scale. Publishers also take up
big names. So, it is not so great for
an author who is good but writ-
ing on a small scale. Although
there are more publishers today,
writers still face same problems.”

On the same lines, the decla-
ration of death of the author by
the post-structuralists is old news.
On asking for the veteran writer’s
opinion on who occupies the
center of totality in today’s liter-
ary world, he responded, “Today’s

literary world is hampered by
political conflicts that affect the
entire world. Writings have
become transient in nature. A lot
of things are happening in the
world. A lot of works, thus, get
outdated quickly because cur-
rent events are very transient.”

Bond, who has been recog-

nised by the Indian Council of
Child Education for his contribu-
tion to the growth of children’s lit-
erature in India, does believe,
however, that children occupy a
large readership and could be
considered the center. Also the
reason why he takes pleasure in
writing children’s books. 

The Padma Shri and Padma
Bhushan awardee tittered when I
asked him if he considered him-
self a romantic at heart. “Yes, I
believe you’re right. But more so
in my 20s and 30s, now I have
edged towards realism more. I
have become a bit like Hardy
(Thomas Hardy).”

Bond had once written the
most beautiful of quotes — And
when all the wars are done, a but-
terfly will still be beautiful. 

There have been so many
interpretations of the same. I feel
he wants to say that after all the
negativity, one would come back
home to positivity.  And so, I
asked him if that was the reason
why stories are important to him.
Since, no matter what, fairy tales
and fables remain evergreen and
beautiful because they remind one
of a great childhood and past. 

In response, the Sahitya
Akademi Award winner
explained, “Yes, that is 100 per
cent true. Stories are extremely
special. And I am not only talk-

ing about writing... I have been an
avid reader and have spent my life
reading more. More than a writer,
I am a reader. Just last week, I
stumbled upon some stories by
O Henry, the American writer.
And those stories are so fresh,
you know. He talks about all
walks of life... You can’t live
without stories.”

While writing poetry, I reach
what William Wordsworth called
the ‘moment of transcendence’.
Since Bond has been writing reg-
ularly throughout, I wanted to
know if writing had become like
meditation for him.

“Oh, yes, definitely,” he
chimed in. “It’s something I try to
do every day early in the morn-
ing. Writing is a passion for me.
If I stop for even two or three
days, I would start wondering if
something is wrong with me.  I
hope I continue this.” 

Bond was one of the speakers
at the Tata Literature Festival
Live this year. As Bond sweetly
adds, “Jai Tata Lit Fest ki!”

Every day, almost 93 per cent of
the children around the world

under the age of 15 breathe or are
exposed to toxic air. This is no sur-
prise considering the pace at which
the toxins are being released in the
environment. The elderly and chil-
dren are vulnerable to environmen-
tal hazards and air pollution is one
of the most life-threatening among
all of them.

Children, however, are exposed
to air pollution even before they are
born. There is an alarming rise in the
number of pregnancy complications
due to bad air quality including
slowed foetal growth, delayed lung
expansion and lower birth weights
that is linked to more number of pre-
mature babies in the present scenario.
This is due to the exposure of the
mother to various air pollutants
while being pregnant. 

The impact of air pollution on
the children can be related to certain
high-risk health issues. Some of
them are:

Respiratory/Asthmatic issues
The major cause for an alarming

rise of respiratory issues in children
is definitely the pollution from vehi-
cles, particularly from the traffic in
the metro cities. Though there are
strict rules from the government to
regulate pollution being expelled by
the vehicles. Infants and children who
are exposed to this develop severe res-
piratory and breathing issues includ-
ing cough, pneumonia and even
mortality at times. Therefore, extra
care while travelling and minimising
the exposure in densely polluted areas
is essential.

Complications due to lower immu-
nity

Studies by Stratford University
prove that lower immunity of an
infant is directly linked to the com-
plications from the exposure of the
mother to various air pollutants dur-

ing pregnancy. This results in prema-
ture birth, even before their lungs are
fully expanded. They are therefore
more prone to pneumonia, breathing
issues etc. They can also later devel-
op fatal illnesses like lung cancer and
other pulmonary disorders.

Stagnant physical and mental
growth

One may wonder how a child’s
growth is related to air pollution. But
a child’s growth is affected and can
be limited due to health issues aris-
ing from various factors of air pollu-
tion. They can become mentally
and emotionally drained as they will
be restricted to the four walls of the
house or hospital, wherein, child-

hood, the golden time in a person’s
life, is not experienced to the fullest.

Neurological and cardio-respirato-
ry issues

Early exposure to air pollution for
infants can result in severe neuro-
toxic issues even decades after expo-
sure. Changes in the autonomous
function of the organs results in dras-

tic neurological imbalance of the
heart, brain and other vital functions
of the body. Almost 90 per cent of the
children, particularly in the metro
cities of India have been diagnosed
with neurological complications that
are connected to the various air pol-
lutants.

We should take the blame for
what is happening right now. During
our childhood there were more
trees and less smoke, more open
places and less concrete jungles, less-
er factories in highly populated
areas and lesser vehicles on roads.
Although we cannot rewind and
bring all these to the present, as
responsible citizens, we can con-
tribute to help bring down air pol-
lution by using public transport,
walking wherever possible, burning
less fossil fuels and creating aware-
ness among others. 

(The author is a JT, consultant
— paediatric pulmonology and

sleep medicine —  Aster RV
Hospital, JP Nagar, Bengaluru.)

It’s always a proud moment for
Indians to see our tricolour

being raised in other countries.
Bollywood actor Urvashi Rautela
has headed to Israel for Miss
Universe 2021. The actress, who
was crowned Miss Diva Universe
2015 and represented India at the
Miss Universe 2015 pageant, was
spotted recently at Mumbai
Airport as she flew off to Eilat,
Israel, Rautela is going to be the
youngest judge panelist in the his-
tory of Miss Universe Pageant
2021. She was wearing an orange
outfit which showed off her toned
body. The balloon sleeves crop
shirt and matching palazzo pants
paired with black shades, black
stilettos and hair tied up in a pony-
tail with just a hint of blush and

lip gloss upped the glam factor. 
The actress revealed that she

was proud of being the first Indian
superstar to judge the Miss
Universe. Talking about the work
front, Rautela will play Poonam
Mishra, the real-life wife of
Inspector Avinash Mishra, played
by Randeep Hooda in the web film
Inspector Avinash. Rautela will
also appear in a few more south
Indian films, including the Telugu
feature Black Rose, in which is the
lead, and a 200 crore Tamil block-
buster starring Saravana. The next
schedule for the film is set to start
soon. Apart from that she shared
the official poster for her forth-
coming film Dil Hai Gray, which
is a Hindi version of the Tamil film
Thiruttu Payale 2.
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Veteran opener Shikhar Dhawan
failed to trouble the scorers but tal-
ented Himmat Singh anchored the
chasewith a fine century as Delhi eas-
ily beat Jharkhand by six wickets in
a group C league game of the Vijay
Hazare Trophy on Wednesday.

Batting first, Jharkhand scored
263 for 8 with skipper Virat Singh
contributing a patient 79 and Kaushal
Singh chipping in with 69. 

Delhi skipper Pradeep Sangwan
scalped three for 46.

In reply, opener Dhawan, who is
due to go to South Africa for the ODI
series, was snapped by Anukul Roy
off Varun Aaron's bowling. 

But Dhruv Shorey (64 off 82
balls) and Himmat (113 not out off
124 balls) added 127 for the second
wicket inside 25 overs to bring
things under control.

While Shorey hit seven bound-
aries, Himmat, considered one of the

best talents to have come out of Delhi
stable, had 11 fours and a six to his
credit. Delhi did wobble a bit at 183
for 4 but Himmat had company from
Khsitiz Sharma (43 not out off 39
balls) as their unbroken stand of 81
ensured that they reached home with
as many as three overs to spare.

Thakur's five-for sets up seven-
wicket win for Vidarbha  

Young fast bowler Yash Thakur
returned with a career-best five-wick-
et haul as Vidarbha notched up a
comprehensive seven-wicket win
over Himachal Pradesh in an Elite
group A match of the Vijay Hazare
One-Day Trophy here on
Wednesday.

The 22-year-old from Kolkata
snapped five wickets for 53, while
Akshay Wakhare (2/51) and Darshan
Nalkande (2/37) also chipped in with
two wickets each as Vidarbha bun-
dled out HP for 213 in 46 overs at the
Dadoji Konddev stadium.

Skipper Rishi Dhawan was the
top-scorer for HP with a 50-ball 61.

Vidarbha then returned to over-
haul the victory target, reaching
216 for three in just 39.5 overs, rid-
ing on half-centuries from Atharva
Taide (64) and Yash Rathod (76 not
out). Akshay Wadkar also con-
tributed with a 59-ball unbeaten 44.

Gurvinder Singh (2/39) and
Mayank Dagar (1/48) were the only
bowlers to get wickets for Himachal
Pradesh. In another match at
Brabourne Stadium, Gujarat pro-
duced a clinical bowling display to
dismiss Jammu and Kashmir for 171
and then returned to achieve the total
in 36.5 overs losing five wickets.
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Big-hitting batter M Shahrukh
Khan starred with a blistering 66 off
35 balls as Tamil Nadu started their

campaign in the Vijay Hazare Trophy
One-Day cricket tournament with a
superb 54-run win over defending
champions Mumbai in an Elite
Group B match here on Wednesday.

Sent in to bat by Mumbai skip-
per Shams Mulani, Tamil Nadu got
off to a quick start with newbie B Sai
Sudharsan (24 off 24 balls, 4 fours)
and captain N Jagadeesan (20) lay-
ing the groundwork for a big score.

The dismissal of the two open-
ers in the space of four runs to expe-
rienced pacer Dhawal Kulkarni (3 for
45 from 10 overs) saw comeback-
men M S Washington Sundar and B
Indrajith come together for the third
wicket.

The duo added 75 runs with
Washington, who is playing after an
injury setback, striking three bound-
aries during his 58-ball 34. 

He looked good before being dis-
missed caught and bowled by Tushar
Deshpande (2/57).

Dinesh Karthik, back in the
side after missing the Mushtaq Ali
tournament, looked to get a move-
on and made 32.

The entry of Shahrukh, who
smashed a last ball six to star in Tamil
Nadu's triumph in the Syed Mushtaq
Ali Trophy T20 tournament, changed
the complexion of the game.
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Former Gujarat batter Samit
Gohel hammered 135 (128 balls, 10
fours, five sixes) to star in Tripura's
comprehensive 210-run win over
Arunachal Pradesh in a Vijay
Hazare Trophy Plate Group match
here on Wednesday.

Batting first, Tripura amassed
336 for 4 in 50 overs with Gohel,
captain K B Pawan (64) and Rajat
Dey (44 not out) adding substance
to the total.

Gohel and Pawan added 
133 runs for the third wicket in
quick time to put
Tripura on the road to
a big total. After their
big stand, Dey and
Manisankar Murasingh
(34 not out, 11 balls,
2X4, 3X6) added 41
runs in just 15 deliver-
ies to swell the total.

Chasing 337 for a
win ,  Ar unacha l  were
never in the hunt and
kept losing wickets at reg-
ular intervals to be bundled
out for 126 in the 40th over.

For m e r  Tam i l  Na du
spinner Rahil Shah did the
bulk of the damage, scalping
four wickets conceding just
16 run in 10 overs while
Ajoy Sarkar took 3 for 15.

In another match, cap-
tain Uday Kaul smashed an
u nb e ate n  1 2 1  t o  h e lp
Mi z or am  romp  t o  a
seven-wicket win over
Bihar.
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Offspinner Sajid Khan ended
with a match haul of 12-128 as

Pakistan broke Bangladesh's stub-
born resistance to secure an
innings and eight-run victory in
the rain-hit second and final test on
Wednesday. 

Bangladesh was forced to fol-
low-on after being wrapped up for
87 in the first innings and was
bowled out for 205.

With the light gradually fading,
Bangladesh's last-wicket pair of
Taijul Islam and Ebadot Hossain
resisted for 34 balls to raise a hope
of salvaging the test.

But Sajid broke the partner-
ship, dismissing Taijul leg-before to
help Pakistan win the game.

Sajid claimed 4-86, the fourth-
best individual total by a Pakistani

bowler in an innings, to follow up
his first-innings 8-42.

Pakistan declared its first
innings at 300-4 after only 63.2
overs were possible in the first three
days because of rain and bad light. 

The third day was entirely
washed out and only 6.2 overs were
possible on Day 2.

Resuming on
76-7, Bangladesh
was quickly
dismissed for
87 and Babar
Azam forced the fol-
low-on.

Fast bowlers
Shaheen Shah Afridi
(2-31) and Hasan Ali
(2-37) then got into act
with the new ball, leav-
ing Bangladesh 25-4. 

But Bangladesh

raised a bit hope as Mushfiqur
Rahim and Liton Das combined
for 73 runs in 25 overs before Sajid
rattled the stump of Liton for 45.

Shakib Al Hasan
joined Mushfiqur
Rahim and added 49
runs before the latter
was run out for 48

after trying for a risky
single. Shakib and

Mehidy Hasan
then frustrat-
ed the
P a k i s t a n i
attack and
Babar came to
bowl, getting
the break-
through with

his offspin as
Mehidy went for
sweep.
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Prime Minister Scott
Morrison said

Wednesday Australia will
join the US in a diplomatic
boycott of the Beijing Winter
Games over human rights
concerns.

Morrison said it should
come as no surprise that
Australian officials would
boycott the event after the
nation's relationship with
China had broken down in
recent years.

“I'm doing it because
it's in Australia's national
interest,” Morrison said. “It's
the right thing to do.”He said
Australian athletes would
still be able to compete.

As well as citing human
rights abuses, Morrison said
China had been very critical
of Australia's efforts to have

a strong defense force in the
region “particularly in rela-
tion, most recently, to our
decision to acquire nuclear-
powered submarines.”

He said his government
was very happy to talk to
China about their differ-

ences. “There's been no
obstacle to that occurring on
our side, but the Chinese
government has consistent-
ly not accepted those oppor-
tunities for us to meet,”
Morrison said.

Rights groups have

pushed for a full-blown boy-
cott of the games, accusing
China of rights abuses
against ethnic minorities.
The US and Australian deci-
sions fall short of those calls
but come at an exceptional-
ly turbulent time for interna-
tional relations and have
been met with a barrage of
criticism from China.

British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson said
Wednesday no UK govern-
ment minister will attend the
Beijing Winter Olympics,
calling it “effectively” a diplo-
matic boycott.

Johnson was asked in
the House of Commons
whether the UK will join the
United States, Australia and
Lithuania in a diplomatic
boycott of the Winter Games
in February over Beijing's
human rights record.
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Ash Barty's Wimbledon
title and hold on the No.

1 ranking helped her win
WTA Player of the Year for the
second time in voting results
announced.

Barbora Krejcikova was
selected as Most Improved
Player and shared the Doubles
Team of the Year award with
Katerina Siniakova on
Tuesday. Krejcikova was the

first woman since 2000 to win
both the singles and doubles
championships at the French
Open.

Emma Raducanu was
picked as Newcomer of the
Year after winning the U.S.
Open at age 18 and becoming
the first player to go from
qualifying rounds all the way
to a Grand Slam title.

Carla Suárez Navarro is
the Comeback Player of the
Year after returning from

Hodgkin's Lymphoma to play
on tour and represent Spain in
the Billie Jean King Cup finals.

Barty also was the WTA
Player of the Year in 2019. This
season, she led the tour with
five titles, including her second
Grand Slam championship at
the All England Club. 

The 25-year-old
Australian also finished at
No. 1 in the year-end rankings
for the third season in a row.

Krejcikova had never won

a singles title before taking
three in 2021, including at
Roland Garros, and she rose
from No. 65 at the end of 2020
to a high of No. 3 in the sin-
gles rankings. 

Krejcikova and Siniakova
were recognized as the
Doubles Team of the Year for
the second time, after 2018.
They won the French Open,
the WTA Finals and an
Olympic gold medal together
this year. 
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A10-member Indian Taekwondo
contingent left on Wednesday

for the World Para Taekwondo
Championship (G-14) in Istanbul
with Aruna Tanwar being the best
bet for a podium finish.

The World Para Taekwondo
Championship is being organised
by the Turkish Taekwondo
Federation under the Aegis of
World Taekwondo (WT) starting
Wednesday till December 13. 

"My experience at  the
Paralympics was crucial for the

upcoming World championships, I
thank India Taekwondo for being
so proactive and making sure I
could participate," said Aruna
Tanwar, World No. 4 in the W-49
category.  

"It's sad that I had to retire with
an injury during the Paralympics
but I'm confident of winning a
medal for India in the upcoming
championships. 

The preparations have been
great and the camps organized by
our federation have set up the
entire Indian contingent for posi-
tive results," Tanwar said.
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Amember of the Indian
women's hockey team partic-

ipating in the Asian Champions
Trophy here has tested positive for
COVID-19, resulting in the cancel-
lation of its match against hosts and
defending champions Korea  on
Wednesday.

Even though the Asian Hockey
Federation is yet to come out with
a statement, a Hockey India source
confirmed that one player has
tested positive. The AHF statement
is also expected to clear the air on
India's participation in the remain-
der of the tournament.

"Yes, a player has tested posi-
tive so today's game against Korea
has been cancelled. The AHF will
come out with further statement on
the matter," the source told PTI.
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Three red cards, on-field brawls,
countless chances and a flurry of late

goals. A wild, win-or-bust match in the
Champions League between Porto and
Atletico Madrid had it all.

In the end, it was Atletico celebrat-
ing a place in the last 16 of Europe's top
club competition with a 3-1 win on
Tuesday, emerging from a three-way fight
for qualification in the final round of
group games.

On a night when Ajax striker
Sebastien Haller became an unlikely his-
tory-maker, Real Madrid finished top of
its group, and Kylian Mbappe and Lionel
Messi ran amok for Paris Saint-Germain,
much of the focus on the next-to-last
night of group play was on the Group B
finale as three teams vied to be runner-
up to Liverpool. Porto started the night
in second place, a point ahead of Atletico

and AC Milan, which hosted Liverpool.
Milan wound up losing 2-1, mean-

ing the winner of the all-Iberian match
at the Estadio do Dragao would advance.
It turned ugly, unsurprisingly given the
stakes, with Porto having two players red-
carded after 

Atletico had Yannick Carrasco sent
off for swinging his arm around an oppo-
nent's neck.

Atletico was outplayed for much of
the game but was opportunistic in front
of goal, with Antoine Griezmann scor-
ing the 56th-minute opener at a corner
and both Angel Correa and Rodrigo De
Paul adding breakaway goals after the
90th minute.

It sparked wild celebrations on the
touchline by Atletico's famously passion-
ate coach, Diego Simeone, and striker
Luis Suarez, who was forced off injured
after 13 minutes. Porto earned the con-
solation of a third-place finish and a spot

in the Europa League knockout playoffs.
With its victory, Liverpool became

the first English team to win all six of its
group games in a single Champions
League campaign.

Messi and Mbappe had some fun in
PSG's group closer. It was anything but
fun for Manchester City.

City manager Pep Guardiola select-
ed a strong lineup for the 2-1 loss at
Leipzig despite his team being guaran-
teed as the Group A winner and in the
middle of a busy domestic schedule.

Haller's first season in the
Champions League has been a historic
one.

By converting an eighth-minute
penalty for Ajax in its 4-2 win over
Sporting, the Ivory Coast striker became
only the second player — after Cristiano
Ronaldo in 2017-18 — to score in all six
matches of a single group stage. He fin-
ished with 10 goals in total.

���� ���$�.73

England captain Joe Root
won the toss, opted to bat
and lost opener Rory

Burns on the very first delivery
of the Ashes series, a late swing-
ing yorker from Australia pace-
man Mitchell Starc.

It set the tone for the open-
ing two sessions Wednesday,
which were more like open sea-
son for Australia's pace bowling

pack. 
Pat Cummins took the

last three wickets and fin-
ished with a five-wicket
haul in his first innings as

Australia captain. The
England innings finished with
ominous thunder and lightning
starting to the west and south of
the Gabba.

Heavy rain and bad light
combined to prevent any further
play on Day 1. 

The overcast conditions
rapidly grew more gloomy for
the visitors after Starc's early
strike, with Josh Hazlewood

dismissing Dawid Malan (6)
and Root (0) as England slipped
to 11-3 in the sixth over. 

When Cummins took his
first wicket — star allrounder
Ben Stokes (5) caught low at

third slip by Marnus
Labuschagne four balls after
the first drinks break — England
was reeling at 29-4.

Opener Haseeb Hameed
defied the attack and helped

England to 59-4 at lunch, but
was out for 25 early in the sec-
ond session when he edged a
Cummins' delivery that moved
away off the seam and was
caught by Steve Smith at second

slip. Ollie Pope and Jos Buttler
settled the innings, combining
in a 50-run stand to staunch the
flow of wickets before both
were out in their 30s.

Buttler played an expansive
drive for his fifth boundary to
reach 39 but was out next ball
from Starc, edging behind to
Alex Carey as England slumped
to 112-6. England added six
runs before Pope (35) top-
edged an attempted hook and
was caught by Hazlewood div-
ing forward near the fine-leg
boundary, giving allrounder
Cameron Green his first test
wicket.

Cummins had Ollie
Robinson (0) caught behind
and Mark Wood (8) caught at
short-leg and the stadium lights
were turned on before he had
Chris Woakes (21) caught in the
deep by Hazlewood to finish off
the innings. 

Cummins returned 5-38
from 13.1 overs, with Starc and
Hazlewood taking two wickets
apiece.
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Indian para-athletes on
Wednesday returned

from Bahrain after claiming
a whopping 41 medals in
their best-ever show at the
Asian Youth Para Games.

The Indian contingent
won 12 gold, 15 silver, and
14 bronze medals at the
continental Para youth
games held in Riffa city.

India won most medals
in athletics with 22 players
finishing at the podium --
eight won gold, six bagged
silver, and eight secured
bronze.

The Indian para shut-
tlers returned claimed 15
medals with Tokyo
Paralympian Palak Kohli,

Sanjana Kumari, and
Hardik Makkar claiming
three medals each.

In swimming, India
won three medals, including
one silver and two bronze,
while the country also
secured a silver in powerlift-
ing.

Over 700 athletes from
around 30 countries partic-
ipated in the continental
youth showpiece event that
took place from December
2 to 6.

The athletes competed
across nine sports - Para
athletics, Para badminton,
boccia, goalball, Para pow-
erlifting, Para swimming,
Para table tennis, Para taek-
wondo, and wheelchair bas-
ketball.
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Virat Kohli was on
W e d n e s d a y

removed as India's
ODI captain with the
national selection com-
mittee making 

Rohit Sharma the sole
white-ball leader of the
team till the 2023 50-over
World Cup.

In another significant
development, Ajinkya
Rahane was removed from
Test vice-captaincy, a posi-
tion which was also given to
Rohit.

The BCCI announced
the 18-member squad for
the three Test series which
doesn't include all-rounder
Ravindra Jadeja, spinner
Axar Patel, and opener
Shubman Gill due to vari-
ous injuries.

Hanuma Vihari has
made a comeback in the
main squad while Ishant

Sharma has been able
to retain his place
despite poor form.

Squad: Virat Kohli
( C a p t ) , R o h i t

Sharma(vc) ,

KL Rahul,
Mayank Agarwal,
Cheteshwar Pujara,
Ajinkya Rahane,
Shreyas Iyer, Hanuma
Vihari, Rishabh
Pant(wk), Wriddhiman
Saha(wk), R Ashwin,
Jayant Yadav, Ishant
Sharma, Mohd. Shami,
Umesh Yadav, Jasprit
Bumrah, Shardul
Thakur, Md. Siraj.

Standby Players:
Navdeep Saini, Saurabh
Kumar, Deepak
Chahar, Arzan
Nagwaswalla. 
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