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DISCOMs refund true-up charges to consumers
C PRADEEP KUMAR
n VIJAYAWADA

Bringing a big relief to the power
consumers across the State,
DISCOMs have refunded to cus-
tomers Rs 200 crore that was col-
lected in the form of true-up
charges.

According to sources, DISCOMs
collected the true-up charges from
about 1.4 crore consumers in the
September and October months
along with the current consump-
tion (CC) charges.

Out of the total Rs 200 crore col-
lected as true-up charges by the
DISCOM, the APEPDCL collect-
ed Rs 126 crore while APSPDCL

collected Rs 72 crore. 
The remaining Rs 2 crore was

collected by the APCPDCL from
the consumers during the last two

months.
As per a letter from the Andhra

Pradesh Electricity Regulatory
Commission (APERC) dated
November 30, the true-up charges
collected in September and
October shall be adjusted. 

The commission has informed
that the APSPDCL and the
APEPDCL have already adjusted
the collected true-up charges in
subsequent CC bills of the con-
sumers, whereas APCPDCL will be
adjusting the same in the bills
issued to its consumers in
December as intimated by the
DISCOM.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

YSRCP MP V Vijayasai Reddy has
said that the Public Accounts
Committees (PACs) should look
into the Comptroller and Auditor
General’s (CAG) reports without
delay.

He suggested that the Public
Accounts Committees (PACs)
should look into the CAG reports
as soon as they become available
and before the issues become less
important. That would make PACs
more powerful, he said, adding
that the PACs must review the
CAG reports, prepare a list and
annual calendar.

Addressing a meeting of the
Chairpersons of Parliament and
State Public Accounts Committees

held in the Parliament in New
Delhi on Saturday on the
Implementation of PAC
Recommendations, Vijayasai
Reddy spoke on the topic of
‘Mechanism for Adherence to
Timelines and Precise
Compliance’.

He said that at present, the
Public Accounts Committee
(PAC) is one of the leading insti-
tutions for public financial
accountability in the country and
therefore all should constantly
strive to improve its functioning.
He said the performance of the
PAC would depend on how effec-
tive the implementation of the rec-
ommendations would be.

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

Andhra Pradesh and Odisha
coastal belts heaved a sigh of relief
as the severe cyclonic storm Jawad
weakened into a deep depression
by Saturday evening and it was
about 180 km east-southeast of
Visakhapatnam at 5.30 pm on
Saturday. According to the Indian
Meteorological Department
(IMD), the system will further
weaken into a depression in the
morning hours of December 5.

The cyclone alert had created
panic in the coastal areas of north
Andhra Pradesh and south Odisha.
The IMD alerted both govern-
ments about the danger bells from
the system. 

The Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment, remembering the disaster
brought by the recent Rayalaseema
floods and heavy rains, alerted the
coastal district administrations
and made elaborate arrangements
to deal with emergencies.

However, the system has devel-
oped into a depression, deep
depression and intensified into a

cyclonic storm. As the entire cycle
of the system developed, not com-
ing too close to the shore, it has
weakened in the sea itself. After
weakening into a depression,

according to the IMD predic-
tions, it would move towards Puri
of Odisha and further towards the
West Bengal coast.

However, under the influence of
the cool climate conditions, the
IMD has predicted heavy to very
heavy rainfall at some isolated
places in north coastal districts
during the next 48 hours.
Meanwhile, the condition of the
sea is still very rough and it has
been advised to fishermen to
postpone their voyages ti l l
December 6.

India's fourth
Omicron patient in
Mumbai, travelled
unvaccinated
PNS n NEW DELHI

A 33-year-old man from
Maharashtra who travelled to
Mumbai from South Africa via
Dubai and Delhi late last month has
tested positive for the Omicron vari-
ant of the coronavirus, in the fourth
such case confirmed in India.

On 24th November, the passen-
ger reported mild fever after land-
ing in Mumbai. He had not taken
any COVID-19 vaccine. However,
no other symptoms were observed.
"This mildly symptomatic patient is
being treated at the Covid Care
Centre in Kalyan-Dombivali," a
government note said.

Twelve of the passenger's high-
risk contacts and 23 low-risk con-
tacts have been traced and all have
tested negative for COVID-19.
Additionally, 25 of his co-passengers
from the Delhi-Mumbai flight have
also tested negative. More contacts
are currently being traced.

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

The Andhra Pradesh Eastern
Power Distribution Company
Limited (APEPDCL) has made
elaborate arrangements to attend
to the impact of Cyclone Jawad in
the north coastal districts.
Considering the distance travelled
by the cyclone, it is likely to move
towards Puri of Odisha. However,
heavy to very heavy rainfall has
been predicted in the north
coastal districts, particularly
Srikakulam and Vizianagaram.
Also, extreme rainfall has been
predicted at isolated places in the
region during the next 48 hours.

The APEPDCL has identified
43 mandals to be affected by the
cyclone in five districts. Special
teams have been deployed and on
Saturday, all the teams have
reported at their appointed sta-
tions. 

PNS n NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit Shah
called farmers' leaders last night to
discuss the remaining issues follow-
ing the success of their year-long
campaign to repeal the three new
agricultural laws, the growers said
on Saturday, announcing a five-
member panel to hold talks with
the government.

For now, the farmers will contin-
ue the protest over their demands
like widening the Minimum

Support Price or MSP programme
that guarantees prices for certain
crops and dropping cases filed
against protesters over the last
year.

"Amit Shah called last night. He
said the laws have been rolled back
and the government is serious
about finding a solution to the
ongoing stir. 

PNS n NEW DELHI

India's tour of South Africa will
go ahead "as originally scheduled"
despite concerns over a new
COVID-19 variant, Cricket South
Africa confirmed through a press
release on Saturday. The South
African board, however, said that
a few adjustment to the logistical
arrangements have been made
with arrival timings of the Indian
team "moved out by a week".
India will play three Tests and as
many ODIs in South Africa as
scheduled but the four-match
T20I series will be held at a later
date. "Cricket South Africa can
confirm that the India Tour will
continue as originally scheduled,
with a few adjustment to the logis-
tical arrangements, such as the
arrival time of the India Team,
CSA said in a media release.

"The tour is now confirmed
and the arrival timings of the
India team will be moved out by
a week, to allow for effective logis-
tical planning," added CSA.

The South African board also
confirmed that the tour will take
place under the strictest COVID-
19 guidelines.

India's tour of
South Africa
confirmed

Explore mediation: CJI
NAVEENA GHANATE 
n HYDERABAD

Chief Justice of India N V Ramana
on Saturday said that the option of
going to courts for dispute resolution
should be used as the "last resort",
only after exploring Alternative
Dispute Resolution (ADR) mecha-
nisms like arbitration and mediation.

"My advice, after practicing in the
legal profession for over 40 years in
different capacities, is that you must
keep the option of going to courts as

a last resort. Use this last resort only
after exploring the option of ADR-
arbitration, mediation and concili-
ation," he said.

Justice Ramana, who was speak-
ing at the Curtain Raiser and
Stakeholders' Conclave of
International Arbitration and
Mediation Centre (IAMC) here,
recalled Lord Krishna's attempt to
mediate between the Pandavas and
Kauravas in the epic Mahabharata.

Amit Shah called for talks, can end protest, say farmers

Big relief as Jawad weakens

The cyclone alert had
created panic in the
coastal areas of north
Andhra Pradesh and
south Odisha. The IMD
alerted both  State govts

APEPDCL gears
up to deal with
cyclone impact

PACs should look
into CAG reports
quickly: Vijayasai

Anil takes a dig
at Shekhawat,

Naidu for
remarks on 
AP floods
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PNS n HYDERABAD

Former Chief Minister of
undivided Andhra
Pradesh and veteran
Congress leader Konijeti
Rosaiah passed away here
on Saturday.

He was 88.
Rosaiah died while

being taken to a private
hospital here after he fell
ill this morning, Congress
sources said.

Union Tourism Minister
G Kishan Reddy,
Telangana Chief Minister
K Chandrasekhar Rao,
state Congress president
and MP A Revanth Reddy
and several other leaders
condoled the death of
Rosaiah. Chief Justice of
India N V Ramana paid
homage to the late leader.

The Chief Minister, who
visited Rosaiah's house in
Hyderabad and paid his
tributes, instructed the
officials to conduct the
funeral of the departed
leader with State honours,
an official press release
said.

The State government
also declared three days of
mourning, it said. The
funeral would be held on
Sunday afternoon.

Congress sources said
Rosaiah's mortal remains
would be kept at Gandhi
Bhavan, the party head-
quarters in Telangana, on
Sunday to enable party
leaders and workers to pay
their last respects.

Expressing grief over
the demise of Rosaiah,
Congress leaders in
Telangana recalled his stel-
lar contributions to party
and in successive Congress
governments in undivided
Andhra Pradesh. PCC
president A Revanth
Reddy, who was in Delhi
to attend Parliament ses-
sion, returned to
Hyderabad to pay tributes
to the veteran leader.

Rosaiah had the unique
distinction of presenting
the State budget for 15
times, Revanth Reddy
said.

The Congress leaders
observed two-minute
silence at Gandhi Bhavan
in Rosaiah's memory.

Rosaiah's political jour-
ney began in 1968 as an
MLC. 

THE FUNERAL, WITH STATE HONOURS,
WOULD BE HELD ON SUNDAY

HE PRESENTED UNDIVIDED AP
BUDGET 15 TIMES

B RAJESWARA PRASAD
n HYDERABAD

The departure of Konijeti
Rosaiah, arguably the last of
Congress stalwarts in the state,
is indeed a great loss to value-
based politics, ethics of gover-
nance, and to those who
believe in profound commit-
ment to public service. He
proved to be a time-tested

politician, who faced many polit-
ical upheavals, troubles, and tur-
moils, but came out unscathed.  

A true-blue dyed-in-the-wool
Congressman, Rosaiah worked
always with zeal to save and sus-
tain the party against all odds and
imbibed the party's ideologies and
values in its true spirit and fol-
lowed them to the last. Whether
in position or in opposition,
Rosaiah's always left his mark. His

patience, simplicity, and gentle-
ness made him most sought-after
by all Congress leaders. 

As a man with a good com-
mand of the Telugu language
and exemplary oratorical skills,
Rosaiah could easily surpass or
overpower any speaker with his
statements backed by unim-
peachable facts and figures.

A trusted, time-tested politician 

Rosaiah died while
being taken to a

private hospital here
after he fell ill on

Saturday morning,
Cong sources said.

PM Modi condoles
demise of Rosaiah

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday
condoled the death of former
Andhra Pradesh chief
minister K Rosaiah and said
that his contributions to
public service will be
remembered. A veteran
Congress leader, Rosaiah
died on Saturday. He was 88.
In a tweet, Modi said,
"Saddened by the passing
away of Shri K. Rosaiah
Garu. I recall my interactions
with him when we both
served as Chief Ministers

and later when he
was

Tamil Nadu Governor. His
contributions to public
service will be remembered.
Condolences to his family
and supporters. Om Shanti." 
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- More reports on page 4
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EGG 

RATES

VIJAYAWADA         469

HYDERABAD        440

VISAKHAPATNAM 500

RREETTAAIILL PPRRIICCEE `̀44..6699

`̀//110000 

CHICKEN 

RATES

Dressed/With Skin `207

Without Skin `227

Broiler at Farm `112

`̀//KKGG

(IN HYDERABAD)

VVIIJJAAYYAAWWAADDAA
WWEEAATTHHEERR

Updated DECEMBER 04, 2021 5:00 PM 

FFoorreeccaasstt:: PARTLY CLOUDY
TTeemmpp:: 29/21
HHuummiiddiittyy:: 68%
SSuunnrriissee:: 06:22 AM
SSuunnsseett:: 05:34 PM

AALLMMAANNAACC 

TTOODDAAYY

Month & Paksham:

Margashirsha & Shukla Paksha

Tithi : Pratipada 09:27 Dwitiya 29:50

Nakshatram :  Jyeshtha 07:47 Mula 28:54

Rahukalam : 4:14 pm - 5:37 pm

Yamagandam : 12:06 pm - 1:29 pm

Varjyam : 2:49 pm - 4:14 pm

Gulika : 2:52 pm - 4:14 pm

Amritakalam : 11:16 pm - 12:40 am

Abhijit Muhurtham : 11:44 am - 12:28 pm

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

Kerala has bagged the top spot
with 32 medals in the southern
region India Skills 2021 com-
petitions, jointly conducted by
the National Skill Development
Corporation and AP State Skill
Development Corporation in
Visakhapatnam. Kerala is fol-
lowed by Karnataka (29), Tamil
Nadu (21), Andhra Pradesh
(18) and Telangana (2).

The four-day-long skill com-
petitions witnessed the partic-
ipation of over 400 youngsters,
aged between 19 and 24 years,
from the five southern states
and display their potential in
51 skills including bricklaying,
auto body repair, welding,
beauty therapy, mobile robot-
ics, health and social care,
landscape gardening, carpen-
try, painting and decorating
and web technologies. The
competitions were held at 11
partner institutes located in

Visakhapatnam. The winners
will enter the IndiaSkills
National Competition, sched-
uled for January 2022.

At the concluding ceremony
of the event, Minister for
Tourism, Culture and Youth
affairs M. Srinivasa Rao felic-
itated the winners. Of the total
winners, 62 were awarded gold
medals with a cash prize of
Rs.21,000, and 62 received sil-

ver medals along with
Rs.11,000.

K.K. Raju, Chairman, New
and Renewable Energy
Development Corporation of
Andhra Pradesh (NREDCAP);
Ch. Madhusudhan Reddy,
Advisor, Andhra Pradesh State
Skill Development
Corporation; K. Ajay Reddy,
Chairman, APSSDC; N.
Bangara Raju, Managing

Director, APSSDC and Arun
Chandel, Senior Head,
WorldSkills India were present.

Participants from other
states also joined the competi-
tion through wild card entry
from track two (the states
where the competition was
not held) and track three (can-
didates nominated by corpo-
rates). As many as 22 medals
were awarded to the wild card
entries.

Congratulating the winners
and participants, Minister
Srinivasa Rao said that it had
been encouraging to witness
the grit and passion displayed
by all the participants in their
respective skills. 

"These exemplary perfor-
mances would certainly
encourage the youth across
the country to develop a pas-
sion for skills, improve their
financial prospects and become
global ambassadors of skills,"
he said.

Kerala earns top spot in
India Skills competition

Kodali, Perni open high-end
gym for police personnel
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Civil Supplies Minister Kodali
Nani, along with Transport
Minister Perni Nani inaugurat-
ed a modern gym set up by the
Police department for the staff
in Machilipatnam on Saturday.

Speaking on the occasion,
Kodali Nani said doing exer-
cise will reduce mental stress
and help the police person-
nel to stay fit and healthy.

Kodali suggested to the
police personnel to avail
themselves of the gymnasi-
um facility.

Transport Minister Perni
Nani personally tested some
equipment and congratulat-
ed Superintendent of Police
Siddharth Kaushal for setting
up the g ymnasium in
Machilipatnam for the police
personnel. He said the police
personnel are busy with their

duties and advised them to
take some time off daily to
maintain fitness and health.

Siddharth Kaushal
explained about the gym and
equipment arranged for the
training.

AR Additional SP Prasad,
Specia l  Branch DSP
Dharmendra and other offi-
cials and staff participated in
the gymnasium inaugura-
tion programme.

APEPDCL gears
up to deal with...
Continued from page 1

As many as 50 wireless sets
have been given to the
ground-level staff. There are
42,000 distribution trans-
formers in the predicted
affected areas. New trans-
formers have been kept
ready.

As many as 108 teams
comprising 1,300 employees
have been rushed to various
places in the Srikakulam and
Vizianagaram distr icts .

APEPDCL's CMD Santhosha
Rao is directly monitoring
the situation.

As per the IMD's latest
report, a red alert was issued
to 12 seashore mandals in the
Srikakulam distr ict  on
Saturday. Flood-affected vil-
lages have been identified in
the downstream villages of
the Vamsadhara and
Nagavali  r ivers  of
Srikakulam. The district
administration has already set
up 79 rehabilitation centres.

PACs should look into
CAG reports quickly...
Continued from page 1

He said the principles of scruti-
ny, monitoring and account-
ability have become part of
governance system through a
mechanism of parliamentary
committees.

The PAC Centennial
Celebrations are a testament to
how successfully these princi-
ples have stood the test of time

He referred to the chal-
lenges affecting the imple-
mentation of the PAC recom-
mendations. It was important
to prepare a monitoring frame-
work to assess how govern-
ments have implemented the
PAC recommendations.

He said, “We are using the
Audit Monitoring System
Portal to monitor the submis-
sion of replies online in real
time on the action taken by the
concerned Ministries and
Departments on the PAC rec-
ommendations, but there are
two major issues that hinder

the effective functioning of this
portal.” 

Vijayasai Reddy suggested
that the PAC should expand its
powers in the matter of selec-
tion of items. Although the
PAC has the authority to
review CAG reports, it does
not have the authority to refer
to CAG for investigation of
certain matters. Therefore, by
allowing the PAC to recom-
mend CAG subjects as decid-
ed by the majority of members,

greater flexibility in PAC per-
formance can be ensured.

"By following the PAC of
Victoria (Australia)'s self-
appraisal model in our coun-
try, the PAC can publish an
annual agenda outlining its
performance targets for the
coming year and statistics on
past performance. In particu-
lar, PAC members were
advised to appoint technical
advisors to understand the
audit report," he opined. 

Explore mediation: CJI...
Continued from page 1

"It may be worthwhile to
recall that the failure of medi-
ation led to disastrous conse-
quences," he said.

The reasons for conflicts
are many, including misun-
derstandings, ego issues, trust
and greed. Ultimately, small
differences of opinion can
lead to a big conflict and even
big conflicts can be resolved
with some effort in under-
standing one another, he
said.If conflicts arise in per-
sonal  l i fe,  they can be
resolved by avoiding the peo-
ple we do not like or by sac-
rificing some money to get
mental peace, among others,
the CJI said.

A prudent person tries to

find ways to resolve conflicts
amicably, he said.

But in a business, money,
honour or reputation cannot
be lost and the interests of
business or industry cannot
be sacrificed. In such a situ-
ation also, an easy way of set-
tling disputes without wasting
much time or money or los-
ing peace of mind can be
thought of, he said.

"Now to come back to the
reality, in business you might
have a difference of opinion
and disagreements. One
would usually start by initiat-
ing a dialogue to clarify
issues. If it doesn't happen,
you may still look for people
who can help you resolve
such issues by negotiating. If
this also doesn't work, then

the only option people con-
sider is to go to courts," he
said, advising that going to
courts should be the last
option.

Observing that arbitration
and mediation are efforts at
restoring a relationship, he
said the most important fac-
tor behind the resolution of
any dispute is having the
right attitude of leaving aside
ego, emotions and embracing
practicality.

Once the conflicts enter a
Court, much gets lost in the
practice and procedure, he
said. Dispute resolution
mechanisms like arbitration
and mediation are nowadays
the preferred modes of dis-
pute resolution and the rea-
sons for opting for mediation

or arbitration over tradition-
al litigation include, fewer
delays, more involvement of
the parties in the process
and more comfortable and
amicable environment for the
parties, the CJI said.

Mediation also has the ben-
efits of allowing for settle-
ments and compromises
between parties, possibility of
a continued relationship
between parties after the dis-
pute resolution process, he
said.

Supreme Court judge L
Nageswara Rao, Telangana
High Court Chief Justice
Satish Chandra Sharma and
several other legal luminaries,
besides Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao, were
present on the occasion.

KCR draws parallel between
Rachhabanda and ADR
PNS n HYDERABAD

Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao on
Saturday drew a parallel
between 'Rachhabanda' and
the Alternative Dispute
Resolution system in the legal
dispensation. 

He was speaking at the
Curtain Raiser and
Stakeholders' Conclave of the
nation's first International
Arbitration and Mediation
Centre (IAMC) scheduled to
be inaugurated in the city on
December 18. The IAMC will
be inaugurated initially in a
temporary building having
25,000 sq ft space in

Madhapur. The state govern-
ment on Saturday allocated
land in Puppalaguda in the city
for constructing a permanent
building.

Racchabanda refers to a
raised platform, where tradi-
tionally villagers in India got
together to discuss their social,
economic or other problems or
issues, which were addressed by
the village head known as mun-
sabu, who sits on the
Racchabanda. Over time
Racchabandas came to act as
local courts, though largely
confined to respective villages. 

In this context, the Chief
Minister said: "All of us are
aware that since ancient time,

in India, settlement of disputes
by village elders has been pre-
vailing. The new trend of
Alternative Dispute Resolution
system stems from that tradi-
tional resolution of disputes at
Rachhabanda in olden days.
Now, the arbitration is recog-
nized as one of the best modes
of Alternate Dispute
Resolution".

He expressed gratitude to
Chief Justice of India N.V.
Ramana for his decision to set
up an International Arbitration
and Mediation Centre (IAMC)
in Hyderabad.

KCR said, "Unfortunately, India
is lagging behind when it comes
to enforcement of contracts.

Amit Shah called
for talks, can end...
Continued from page 1

The Home Minister wanted a
committee to communicate
with the government, so we
finally have made that com-
mittee now," Yudhvir Singh, a
leader of one of the farmers'
unions told media.

"The result of the meeting
between the government and
the committee will be dis-
cussed on December 7th, and
if a compromise is found,
then there is a possibility of
farmers going back from bor-
ders," he said.

The decisions were taken at
a meeting organised by the
Samyukta Kisan Morcha
(SKM) - the umbrella body of
farmers' organisations - held at
the Singhu border near Delhi
to decide on the future of the
agitation and discussed vacat-
ing the protest sites.

DISCOMs refund
true-up charges to...
Continued from page 1

Political parties and various
associations have welcomed
the move by DISCOM to
refund the true-up charges. 

They stated that people are
already facing severe financial
difficulties due to the COVID
crisis and the move would give
them much-needed relief.

The consumers are happy
that the CC bill amounts for
December are very less as the
true-up charges are deducted.

C Santhosh, a resident of
Ajit Singh Nagar in

Vijayawada, was surprised to
get a CC bill of Rs 150 while
he used to get a minimum bill
of Rs 850 monthly. Later, he
recalled that the true-up
charges were deducted that
had been collected during the
previous months.

V Venkateswara Rao from
the Madhu Gardens area in
the city said that he received
Rs 450 CC bill for December
while his usual bill amount
was around Rs 2,500. He said
that the meter reader
explained to him about the
true-up charges deduction. 

Congress...
Continued from page 1

He served as Chief Minister of
Andhra Pradesh from
September 3 after the demise of
YS Rajasekhar Reddy till
November 25 in 2009.

He had a challenging time as
the Chief Minister in view of
political developments following
the sudden demise of charismat-
ic YSR in a chopper crash and
the separate Telangana agitation
gaining momentum.

He was elected to the Lok
Sabha from Narasaraopet in
Andhra in 1999, Congress
sources said.

He had also served as the
Governor of Tamil Nadu from
August 31, 2011 to August 30,
2016.

A trusted, time-tested...
Continued from page 1

It is very rare to find a leader
of the nature and stature of
Rosaiah, who could adjust
with any leader with his excep-
tional qualities; for, he was a
man for all reasons and for all
leaders.  This speaks volumes
about how he could work
comfortably with many Chief
Ministers of the United
Andhra Pradesh who one after
another preferred and adored
his skills of managing things.
From Anjaiah to Rajasekhara
Reddy, he saw many Chief
Ministers with each of whom
he got along well.  If a politi-
cian's ability to achieve things
is backed by vision, he can do

miracles. This is where
Rosaiah's visionary leadership
stood out during many testing
times. One of them was dur-
ing his tenure as Chief Minister
of undivided Andhra Pradesh
when a massive cyclone caused
extensive damage with what
looked like unmanageable con-
sequences. With his studied,
timely steps and bold, admin-
istrative action, Rosaiah dealt
with the situation admirably to
avoid loss of life. He never took
a step back while facing a chal-
lenge, be it political or admin-
istrative.  

Konejeti Rosaiah had all the
qualities required for of an
ideal politician with superb
administrative capabilities and

remarkable foresight.  A father
figure for most of the younger
generation of politicians,
Rosaiah, who entered the polit-
ical arena as an MLC in 1967,
was known for his strict fiscal
management principles. This
made the way for effective
mobilization and utilization of
government funds. His rich
political experience and wis-
dom gained him respectability
and gave politics a value-based
personality who never uttered
an unparliamentary or unprint-
able word, but never hesitated
to severely condemn what was
disgusting. As a leader par
excellence, he has influenced
several generations, while learn-
ing from one and all.

Sarpanch’s bid to
commit suicide

PNS n HYDERABAD

Asiatic lions Vicky and Laxmi
have been adopted for a peri-
od of one year.

Upasna Kamineni Konidela,
the Vice-Chairperson of Apollo
Foundation, adopted the lions
and presented a cheque of Rs
2,00,000 to S. Rajashekar,

Curator, Nehru Zoological
Park, Hyderabad towards
adoption charges and mainte-
nance of a pair of Asiatic lions
for a period of one year.
Speaking on the occasion, the
Curator, S. Rajashekar, thanked
Upasna Kamineni Konidela
and Anushpala Kamineni for
adopting the Asiatic lions, and

for helping the zoo’s wildlife
conservation programme.

He also said that their
commitment to the conserva-
tion of wildlife is an inspira-
tion to many and hoped that
more people will come for-
ward to adopt wild animals at
the Nehru Zoological Park
Hyderabad. 

Hyderabad zoo’s Asiatic
lions adopted for a year

PNS n SURYAPET

The woman sarpanch family
attempt to suicide incident
took place on Saturday in the
presence of MPDO at the
Chintalapalem Mandal
Parishad office in Suryapeta
district. According to the
source, Dalit Sarpanch Aduri
Swathi from Adluru village in
Chintalapalem Mandal came
to the MPDO office with her
husband and children on
Saturday morning.  Unable to

cope with the pressure from
the Mandal authorities to
complete the rural develop-
ment work, the Sarpanch
poured petrol in front of
MPDO and attempt suicide.
Staff reacted and protected
them. On this occasion, the
victim Sarpanch Swathi said
that they did works with their
own money due to non-receipt
of funds from the government.
Those bills are still swollen
with many difficulties in
arrival. 

Flipkart delivery
boy among 
three drug
peddlers held
PNS n HYDERABAD

The Commissioner's Task
Force, West Zone Team,
Hyderabad, has nabbed three
drug peddlers aged below 25,
and seized hash/weed oil
worth Rs 55,000 from them,
police said here on Saturday.
One of the arrested youths is
a delivery boy of Flipkart.

Following a tip-off, the
West Zone Task Force Police
laid a trap and nabbed the
suspects near Bangaru
Maisamma Temple,
Rahmath Nagar, and seized
drugs from them.

Police said that one
Praveen, 30, a resident of
Kukatpally in the city, who
supplied the drugs is at large.

The arrested suspects are
Bora Santosh, a native of
Srikakulam district (Andhra
Pradesh), Kollapeynindi
Shoban Shiva alias Chinnu,
a native of Mahaboobnagar
district (Telangana) and
Nethala Vijay Kumar (all
residing in Hyderabad), who
were found with drugs.

Police seized 20 bottles of
hash/weed oil (each bottle
containing 5 ml) from them.

Promoting EVs
foremost priority:
TS Minister
PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana Transport Minister
Puvvada Ajay Kumar has said that
promoting Electric Vehicles (EVs)
is the foremost priority of the gov-
ernment.

Speaking at the high-level min-
isterial round-table conference
organised by the Union Ministry
of Heavy Industries in Goa for the
promotion of electric vehicles,
Kumar, said that TS has become
the third state in India to launch
an electric vehicle and energy stor-
age policy after Delhi and Gujarat.

The Minister said that the
Telangana Government, as part of
its policy to promote electric vehi-
cles, offers 100 per cent exemption
of road tax and registration fee for
the first two lakh electric two-
wheelers purchased and registered
within the state. He said that many
concessions are being given to those
who buy and register electric vehi-
cles in the state and said that the first
two lakh electric two-wheelers,
20,000 autos, 10,000 light goods vehi-
cles, 5,000 electric cars and the first
500 electric buses would be exempt-
ed from road tax and registration fee.
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PNS n ONGOLE

The brutal double murder of
a woman and her daughter
sent shockwaves in Tangutur
town, spreading panic among
the denizens. Top police offi-
cials, including SP Malika
Garg, went to Tangutur and
examined the house and sur-
rounding areas for clues on
Saturday.

According to sources, J
Sridevi (43) and her daughter
J Venkata Lekhana (21) were
brutally murdered by uniden-
tified miscreants by slitting
their throats at around 8:30
pm on  Friday in Tangutur
town in their house. They
were seen lying in a pool of
blood by Ravi Kishore, the
husband of deceased Sridevi.
Ravi Kishore runs a gold jew-
ellery shop in the town.
Deceased Lekhana was study-
ing in the third year of an engi-
neering degree course. A
police team, led by DSP U
Nagaraju, examined the scene
of offence and collected clues.  

SP Malika Garg on Saturday
thoroughly examined the
crime scene and inspected the
surrounding areas. She spoke
to the locals there. The SP told
the officers to oversee the list

of old criminals and keep an
eye on those who commit this
kind of crime, to conduct
vehicle checking across the
district and interrogate suspi-
cious persons. Later, the SP
also inspected the location of
Ravikishore's Jewelry Shop.

Talking to the media, the SP
said that the Clues Team and

Dog Squad were deployed
immediately after the murder
took place, four special inves-
tigation teams formed under
the supervision of OSD
K.Chowdeshwari to conduct a
comprehensive probe in all
aspects and review the
progress of the investigation
every two hours.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Benz Circle Flyover 2 in
Vijayawada will be jointly inau-
gurated by Chief Minister YS
Jaganmohan Reddy and Union
Transport Minister Nitin
Gadkari on December 10.

On Saturday, the inaugural
arrangements were inspected
by Principal Secretary
Transport and R&B depart-
ment MT Krishna Babu, Chief
Minister Programme
Coordinator & MLC Thalasila
Raghuram, District Collector J
Nivas, VMC Commissioner V
Prasanna Venkatesh, Joint
Collector Dr. K Madhavilatha
and others.

The trial runs on flyover-2
were successfully conducted in
November.

Krishna Babu inspected the
place at Skew Bridge in the
beginning of the flyover-2 for

the arrangements of plaque
and dais and further discussed
photo exhibition and protocols.
He gave several suggestions to
the officials on the arrange-
ments.

Krishna District Collector J
Nivas said that the Benz Circle
Flyover - 2 was constructed at
a cost of Rs 88 crore on a
stretch of 2.5 km from Skew
Bridge junction to Novotel
Hotel. He said that the Flyover-
2 would help vehicles to go

towards Kolkata-
Visakhapatnam without stop-
ping at Benz Circle and would
resolve traffic difficulties at
Benz Circle, Nirmala Convent
centre and Ramesh Hospital
junction on the NH-16. He
said that noise barriers
installed to the Benz flyover-2
retaining walls, which reduce
noise coming from the vehicles
passing on the flyover and
this would be a big relief to
people.

The road from
Ramavarappadu junction to
Benz Circle on NH-16 is the
connecting road to Eluru Road
to Bandar Road and the major-
ity VVIPs, VIPs and officials
pass through this road to reach
Vijayawada airport situated at
Gannavaram.

Chief Minister YS
Jaganmohan Reddy, Leader of
Opposition N Chandrababu
Naidu, Governor, State minis-
ters and other dignitaries
would pass through Benz
Circle. The halting of traffic
became a common thing at
Benz Circle for VVIPs’ travel
and completion of Flyover-2
would resolve the hurdles.

Sub-Collector GSS
Praveenchand, DRO, M
Venkateswarlu, DCP V
Harshwardhan Raju and other
officials participated in the
programme.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Minister for Water Resources
Dr. P Anil Kumar Yadav
slammed the leader of the
opposition, Chandrababu
Naidu, for politicising floods
and stated that it was a flash
flood, a nature’s calamity, and
not a man-made disaster.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, the minister also con-
demned the remarks of Union
Water Resources Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
stating that he had ignored the
facts and got carried away by
the TDP agents. Recalling the
Uttarakhand glacier incident
that took place this year, the
Minister said that it was a sim-
ilar incident as floods, where
150 people had died but no
one accused the Centre of try-
ing to hide the truth. He said
that TDP agents who joined
BJP have been trying to mis-
lead the Union Minister.

He clearly explained that the
Annamayya project received
high inflows which and caused
flash floods beyond the capac-
ity of the project gates, even if
the fifth gate of the project is
opened the outflow capacity of

the gate will only be 40,000
cusecs. He slammed the
Opposition for trying to politi-
cise the issue and mislead the
public by blaming the govern-
ment. He stated that the pre-
vious government ignored the
proposal of constructing a
new spillway of the
Annamayya project and even
failed to repair the damaged
gate when there were no water
reserves.

Minister Anil said that the
Chief Minister continuously
monitored the flood situation
and took all the possible mea-

sures to reduce the impact, yet
the opposition is slinging mud
on the government by pictur-
ising it as a man-made disas-
ter. He said that there was no
prior warning of the flood, as
such a large flood had never
occurred since 1882 and stat-
ed that Chief Minister YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy had
already sanctioned funds for
the construction of flood bank
in Nellore during Nivar
cyclone, and was about to
open tenders on December 6.

Elaborating on the tragic
flood, he said that the incident
was caused due to unprece-
dented heavy rains in a short
span of time, which led to the
flooding of villages down-
stream following a breach to its
bund. The inflows to
Annamayya reservoir crossed
3.2 lakh cusecs, by November
19 morning, while its dis-
charge capacity was only 2.17
lakh cusecs, and the entire
capacity of the project is only
2.2 TMC. The huge amounts of
inflows, there resulted in a
breach of the project, causing
unfortunate damage, said the
Minister adding that it was
purely a natural calamity.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Leader of the Opposition N
Chandrababu Naidu on Saturday
said that Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat's latest
comment in the Parliament on the
recent AP flood havoc once again
exposed the negli-
gence of the YSRCP
government. Naidu
said that the Union
Minister had expressed
concern over the future
disgrace to the entire
country if engineers
the world over would
take up the flooding of the
Annamayya project as a case
study on the lack of dam safety.
Addressing a press conference
here, the TDP chief pointed out
that Shekhawat had also suggest-
ed in the Parliament for passing a
law to make the responsible per-
sons accountable for the failure of
dams and projects. The AP
Government's inefficiency brought
disgrace and caused the death of

62 innocent people and property
loss of Rs 6,000 Cr. The people
gave a massive mandate for
Jaganmohan Reddy to save lives
but not to cause massive loss of
life and property. Naidu reiterated
that the YSRCP regime should
atone for its fatal negligence by

giving Rs. 1 Cr ex gratia
to every family of 62
deceased persons in the
floods. In the LG
Polymers gas tragedy,
the management was
responsible for the
deaths but Rs 1 Cr ex
gratia was given from

the AP funds. The government
was so inefficient that it was not
able to trace and retrieve the body
of an employee who was washed
on his return from the Lanco
office in Tirupati. Chandrababu
Naidu said that during his visit to
the inundated areas under the
Annamayya project, the local peo-
ple there demanded that the pro-
ject should be totally cancelled
and removed from there. 

PNS n GUNTUR

Acharya N G Ranga
Agricultural University
(ANGRAU) has achieved the
11 th rank, Vice-chancellor of
ANGRA University Dr. Adala
Vishnuvardhan Reddy dis-
closed here on Saturday.

The Vice-Chancellor said
that ANGRAU is one of the 74
agriculture universities which
were recognised by the Indian
Council of and Agriculture
Research (ICAR), Vice-
Chancellor of ANGRA
University Dr. Adala
Vishnuvardhan Reddy said
here on Saturday.

Addressing a virtual meeting
here on Saturday, he said that
despite many problems which
surfaced in the infrastructure
and human resources divi-
sions after the bifurcation of the
combined AP, ANGRAU had
overcome all the hurdles with
the help of State and Central
governments and performed
well on par with the interna-
tional institutions, he said.

The student-teacher ratio in
the pursuit of these ranks,
infrastructure - laboratories,
playgrounds, resources for cul-
tural and physical develop-
ment and funding from exter-
nal agencies and State, Central

and international organisa-
tions, progress made through
subcontracting with various
organisations, research in
Scopus index technical journals
based on published research

results articles, patents,
advances in intellectual prop-
erty, design of new varieties,
advances in the design and
advancement of new technolo-
gies, their popularity nation-

wide, and students are eligible
for the Indian Council for
Agricultural Research (ICAR).

The Vice-chancellor thanked
Chief Minister YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy, Agriculture
minister Kurasala Kanna Babu,
Principal Secretary Poonam
Malakondaiah, ICAR, Sri
Venkateswara Veterinary
University (SVVU), Dr. YSR
Horticulture University,
Animal Husbandry, horticul-
ture and tribal development
departments for their cooper-
ation in achieving the mile-
stone.

The Vice-Chancellor said
that ANGRAU had secured

second place for the years
2018, 2019, and 2020 in the
'Junior Research Fellowship'
(JRF) national examinations,
conducted by the ICAR.

Registrar Dr. Giridhara
Krishna, Expansion Director
Dr. P Rambabu, Dean of
Agriculture Dr. Pratap Kumar
Reddy, Agricultural
Engineering and Technology,
Dr. K Yella Reddy, Head of
Higher Education, Dr. G Rama
Rao, Chairperson, Home
Science, Dr. Neeraj Garu,
Controller of Examinations,
Dr. Sudhakar were among
those who attended the meet-
ing.

PNS n KADAPA

The police arrested a four-
member criminal gang and
recovered Rs 84,000, a
Mahindra XUV500 SUV and
fake identity cards at
Chennuru town on
Saturday. DSP Venkata
Reddy told the media that a
police team led by
Chennuru SI B Srinivasulu Reddy conducted checking of vehicles at
the Kokkarayapalli crossroads. The four offenders who were going in
the SUV tried to flee after noticing the police checking. The police held
the four persons. The four criminals posing as CBI officials forcibly
took B Uday Kumar, a contract lecturer, in the SUV and beat him up.
They forced him to transfer Rs 1,40,000 into their accounts through
Phonepe. The police arrested the four criminals, received Rs 84,000 in
cash, SUV and fake identity cards.

ANGRAU on par with international institutes: VC

Benz Circle Flyover-2 to be thrown
open for vehicular traffic on Dec 10

Anil takes a dig at Shekhawat,
Naidu for remarks on AP floods

Govt failed to complete crop
loss assessment: Manohar

Shekhawat comment exposes
AP govt's failures: Naidu

Navy band showcases
its musical prowess
PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

As part of the Navy Day celebra-
tions, the Eastern Naval
Command (ENC) band, an
ensemble of highly acclaimed
naval musicians, rendered a
band concert at the Samudrika
Naval Auditorium.

Vice Admiral Biswajit
Dasgupta, Flag Officer
Commanding-in-Chief, Eastern
Naval Command (ENC), was the
chief guest of the event which was
attended by a host of dignitaries
including senior officials from

the Central and state govern-
ments, in addition to serving and
retired senior officers and heads
of establishments.

The music concert also fea-
tured two guest artists from the
naval community, Devika Nair,
an accomplished vocalist and
Harine Sabesan, a tenth-gener-
ation ‘Vaineeka’ from the
Karaikudi tradition. As part of
the hour-long band concert, the
band showcased their wide-
ranging repertoire and prowess
on Western and Indian classical
instruments.

Double murder rocks Tangutur

4-member gang arrested, 
Rs 84,000 cash recovered

No water
supply for 
two days in
parts of Vja
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

There will be no water sup-
ply in Chittinagar and adja-
cent areas for two days in
Vijayawada city. VMC com-
missioner V Prasanna
Venkatesh said that the repair
works of 20 HP and 25 HP
motors and replacement of
water supply pipelines would
be carried from December 6
to 7 in Chittinagar
Brahmamgari Matham
booster centre. He said that
the areas of 48th Division of
Chittinagar and adjacent
areas would not have water
supply due to the works.

The Municipal commis-
sioner appealed to the people
living in Tunnel Centre,
Katikala Mastan Street,
Anjaneya Vagu, Eidgah
Mahal and adjacent areas to
store water in advance for two
days and to cooperate with
the VMC. 

He added that the water
supply will be restored on
December 8.

Grand farewell to Kanthi Rana 
TIRUPATI: Kanthi Rana Tata, who has been transferred as
Commissioner of Police to the Vijayawada commissionerate, was given
a grand farewell here on Saturday. A programme was held in the police
guest house conference hall. The police officers, led by Tirupati Urban
SP Venkata Appala Naidu, felicitated Kanthi Rana Tata and was present-
ed a memento. TTD CV&SO Gopinath Jatti, additional SPs E Supraja,
L&O Arifullah and other officers participated in the programme.

715 kg ganja seized, 2 held 
KAKINADA: The police seized 715 kg of ganja while being transported
in a private travel bus at Mallayidoddi village in Ravulapalem police sta-
tion limits in EG district on Saturday. Police here today said that a
police team led by Circle Inspector V Krishna conducted a checking of
vehicles. They found 715 KGs ganja packed in 17 bags were being
transported in the private bus.  The ganja was being taken to Chennai
from the agency area of Visakhapatnam. The police arrested two per-
sons in this connection. Superintendent of police Ravindranath Babu
appreciated the police officials for seizing the ganja and arresting the
accused.

Three drug peddlers held
HYDERABAD: The Commissioner's Task Force, West Zone Team,
Hyderabad, has nabbed three drug peddlers aged below 25, and seized
hash/weed oil worth Rs 55,000 from them, police said here on
Saturday. One of the arrested youths is a delivery boy of Flipkart.
Following a tip-off, the West Zone Task Force Police laid a trap and
nabbed the suspects near Bangaru Maisamma Temple, Rahmath
Nagar, and seized drugs from them. Police said that one Praveen, 30, a
resident of Kukatpally in the city, who supplied the drugs is at large.
The arrested suspects are Bora Santosh, a native of Srikakulam district
(Andhra Pradesh), Kollapeynindi Shoban Shiva alias Chinnu, a native of
Mahaboobnagar district (Telangana) and Nethala Vijay Kumar (all resid-
ing in Hyderabad), who were found with drugs. Police seized 20 bot-
tles of hash/weed oil (each bottle containing 5 ml) from them. Police
said that the suspects were addicted to smoking and drugs were
friends and used to meet at Rahmath Nagar in Yousufguda in the city.
They came into contact with drug supplier Praveen who procured
weed/hash oil from the agency areas of Paderu village of
Visakhapatnam District in Andhra Pradesh.

SHORT TAKES

17 beneficiaries get bank
loans for TIDCO houses 
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Vijayawada Municipal
Corporation (VMC)
Commissioner Prasanna
Venkatesh and Bank of Baroda
officials handed over loan
documents to 17 beneficiaries
after completing loan docu-
mentation for TIDCO houses.
The VMC and the Bank of
Baroda officials jointly organ-
ised a mega loan mela for 768
people on Saturday to com-
plete the documentation
process for bank loans to the
eligible beneficiaries.

Speaking on the occasion,
Commissioner Prasanna
Venkatesh said that through
the free housing scheme for
the poor, house sites are being
given to the poor beneficiaries.
Similarly, the government will

provide loan facilities to the
beneficiaries of the remaining
5,400 houses which are not
subsidised by the government.
A single window system will
be set up for loan disburse-
ment to the beneficiaries in
one day and Rs 26.10 crore
loans will be disbursed to
beneficiaries through 14
banks. He said loans had been
sanctioned to some people by
Union Bank in the past and a
similar loan mela would be
held soon by Canara Bank.

Rajasekhar, DGM, Bank of
Baroda, said the bankers and
the corporation staff had made
all arrangements to provide
loan amounts to the beneficia-
ries to the tune of Rs 3.15 lakh
to 384 people for 365 sq.mts
and Rs 3.65 lakh to384 people
for  430 sq mts.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Prof Anil D Sahasrabudhe,
Chairman, All-India Council
for Technical Education, New
Delhi, inaugurated the two-day
international conclave on Atma
Nirbhar Bharat- Role of New
Education Policy on the premis-
es of V R Siddhartha
Engineering College on Saturday.

During the inaugural mes-
sage, Prof Sahasrabudhe high-
lighted the need for a new edu-
cational policy which includes
multidisciplinary education,
projects, entry and exit of stu-
dents from the course to pro-
vide flexibility and entrepre-
neurship, participation in
Hackathons, idea labs and
promotion of arts and culture,
so that India can become self-
reliant by making products on
our own without imports lead-
ing to Atma Nirbhar Bharath.
He exhorted the entire acad-
emia to work for a new India
which would be self-reliant

with a nationalistic spirit.
Prof K Hemachandra

Reddy, Chairman, APSCHE,
gave a clarion call to shed silo-
based activity in the academ-
ic world and work in tandem
with industry. He explained
how policies and programmes
of the government have been
taking education forward.

Siddhartha Academy pres-
ident N Venkateswarlu, vice-
president M Rajayya and sec-
retary P Lakshmana Rao
spoke on the occasion.

Principal Dr. A V Ratna
Prasad presided over the func-
tion and presented the tenets
and provisions of the New
Education Policy, which would
contribute to national develop-
ment in a bright manner. Dr.
D Ramesh Kumar, Nagarjuna
Education Society explained
about the conclave.

Academicians from IITs,
I1ITs, NITs and several engi-
neering institutions delivered
lectures.

Global conclave
on education
gets underway

PNS n GUNTUR

Jana Sena political affairs com-
mittee chairman Nadendla
Manohar has alleged that the
officials have failed to complete
the assessment of crop loss. 

Manohar visited some of the
rain-affected fields and
inspected the damaged crop at
Pedaravuru village. He inter-
acted with the farmers and
knew about their difficulties.
The farmers explained to him
their ordeals in protecting the
soaked crop.

Speaking on the occasion,
Manohar alleged that the enu-
meration of crop loss was
going on in a tardy manner.
Stating that the Rythu Bharosa
Kendras were not providing
any relief to the rain-hit farm-
ers, he demanded the govern-
ment to disburse Rs 10,000
crop loss compensation to the
affected farmers. 

“It is unfortunate that the
government did not respond to
the damage of crops due to
heavy rains. The government
also failed in instilling confi-
dence among the farmers that
the government would pur-
chase their damaged crop”, he
lashed out.

Adding to the woes of farm-

ers, the irrigation canals have
become drainage canals since
the silt was not removed. The
crop is affected even for a short
spell of rain, he regretted. The
farmers are facing untold hard-
ship, he said and demanded
that the government instruct
the officials concerned to go to
the affected fields and know
the difficulties of farmers.

PUBLIC MEETING

Meanwhile, the Jana Sena is
going to organise a public
meeting at Cherukupalli village
in Repalle constituency in the
district on Sunday.

In a statement here on
Saturday, the Jana Sena Party
(JSP) said that a public meeting

would be held at Cherukupalli
village on December 5 to high-
light the crop loss, indifference
of officials and the difficulties
being faced by the farming
community.

A huge rally would be taken
out on the occasion. The rally
would begin at Nara Koduru
and go via Kattempudi,
Ponnuru, Nidubrolu and
Chandolu villages and reach
the venue of the public meet-
ing at Cherukupalli village.
Janasena State general secre-
tary Bonaboina Srinivas and
district president Gade
Venkateswara Rao discussed
the arrangements being made
for the public meeting with
Manohar on Saturday.
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Lost an elder brother
in the death of

Rosaiah, says KVP
Senior Congress leader KVP

Ramachandra Rao has said that
he lost an elder brother in the
death of former chief minister

Konijeti Rosaiah.
He said that he and the late

Dr YSR shared an inseparable
bond with Rosaiah. KVP said
that he had learnt fiscal disci-

pline from Rosaiah.
Describing Rosaiah as a great

Congress leader he said his
death has caused a void which

is difficult to fill. KVP said that
doctors had told him that

Rosaiah passed away in sleep.
The mortal remains of

Rosaiah would be kept at
Gandhi Bhavan. The

funeral procession of
Rosaiah will begin at

12.30 pm on Sunday
from Gandhi Bhavan

and he will be cre-
mated at the electric

crematorium in
Jubilee Hills.

Glowing tributes
paid to Rosaiah

PNS n VIJAYAWADA
Condolences poured in from all corners
to former chief minister of undivided
Andhra Pradesh, K Rosaiah, who died of
ill health on Saturday. Transport Minister
Perni Venkataramaiah (Nani) said that the
demise of former CM Rosaiah is a big
loss to the Telugu people. In his long
political journey, he had scaled many
heights and whatever position he served,
he did it to the fullest and brought pride
to that position. YSRCP MLA Malladi
Vishnu said the death of Rosaiah is an
irreparable loss to the people of Telugu
states. Speaking at the condolence
meeting on Saturday, Vishnu said that
Afterwards Malladi Vishnu said that
Rosaiah was very honest, committed and
dedicated to public service during his
entire career. He recalled that he was the
minister under five chief ministers and
later became the chief minister of
undivided Andhra Pradesh. 

A big loss to Telugu states, says Perni

ML MELLY MAITREYI 
n HYDERABAD

The sudden demise of Konijeti
Rosaiah (88) on Saturday morning
ended an era in which he stood out
as a rare breed of a politician who
took pride in sticking to legislature
conventions and good practices and
being a loyal Congressman who
remained faithful to the party high
command and executed its decisions
always like a disciplined soldier.

Known for his incisive criticism,
keen observation, and excellent recall
of past events to put forth his views
in a manner in which even his politi-
cal opponents could not fault him,

Rosaiah's long innings as an MLA,
MLC, and MP would serve as

guidepost on how a legislator
should be persuasive while

debating and discussing
any issue on the floor of
the House without dis-
rupting the proceedings.

When Rosaiah would
rise to make a point
either in the Legislative
Assembly or the
Council, not only the
treasury and opposi-
tion members in the
House but even the
press gallery would
be alert to get hold
of every word he
would say; for, he

would always
give a convinc-

ing response
with logic,
rationale,

and
backed

by

facts. His intelligent repartees to
counter opposition criticism would
make the proceedings lively and
lighten the mood of the House.

He was known for his wit, satire,
gift of the gab, clear diction and clari-
ty of thought. Age never interfered
with the veteran Congress leader's
stamina for debates and discussions.
Remarkably, he would do all that
without ever resorting to unparlia-
mentary language even when he
would get angry with a provocative
remark.

Accessible, humble and down-to-
earth, Rosaiah indeed remained a
towering personality with his distinct
stature and demeanour, reflecting
Telugu culture, and would share sev-
eral wise-cracks with legislators from
all parties and media persons and
would share valuable insights without
ever criticizing the party'sdecisions.

Born on July 41, 1933 in Vemuru
of Guntur, Rosaiah was the disciple
of freedom-fighter and farmer leader
N G Ranga and maintained a distinct
identity and dignity which he
imbibed from him. He entered the
Legislative Council first time in 1968
and again in 1974 and 1980. He
served in the cabinets of several
Chief Ministers in the combined
State from T Anjaiah, Kotla
Vijayabhaskar Reddy, Marri Channa
Reddy, N Janardhan Reddy to Y S
Rajasekhar Reddy and became a con-
fidante of every CM, particularly late
YSR who used to regard him as a
father figure.

Although he handled various port-
folios- Transport, Commercial Taxes,
Home, Health, Education, Power, he
left an indelible imprint as Finance
Minister. He had the unique distinc-
tion of presenting the State Budget in
the combined State for 15 times and
seven times consecutively in YSR's
Cabinet.

Rosaiah sowed the
seeds of TS State
SNCN ACHARYULU
n HYDERABAD

K. Rosaiah becoming the Chief
Minister of United AP in 2009
changed the political fortune of
the Telangana Rashtra Samithi
(TRS) as it sowed the seeds for
a Telangana State.

After the sudden demise of
Chief Minister YS Rajasekhar
Reddy in a helicopter crash
senior leader Rosaiah was made
Chief Minister by the Congress
high command. If someone else
had been the CM other than
Rosaiah at that time AP politics
would have been different. 

After YSR became Chief
Minister a second time after
winning the 2009 Assembly
elections the TRS was in trou-
ble. During the YSR govern-
ment, the TRS was on the verge
of disappearing from politics as
YSR had taken a firm decision
against AP bifurcation.

At that moment, Rosaiah
became Chief Minister and the
decision on bifurcating AP was

left to the Congress high com-
mand and to the Central gov-
ernment led by the Congress.

When asked about the stand
on state bifurcation, chief min-
ister Rosaiah had said, “Sitting
here, there is no chance for us
to say yes or no. If it is an issue
that could be decided by me or
someone else here we can do it.
But this is an issue that has to
be looked into by the Centre
and they will have to give us a
permanent solution."

While YSR took a firm deci-
sion against AP bifurcation
Rosaiah always said that this is
an issue that has to be examined
by the Centre. Understanding
the mood of Rosaiah, the TRS
intensified its movement for a
separate Telangana.

At the same time, TRS chief
K. Chandrasekhar Rao went on
a fast into death to bring pres-
sure on the Centre and the
Congress high command.
Students also gave a call for a
Million March to tank bund in
Hyderabad.

As Finance Minister, ensured balance of welfare and development in combined AP

The AP govern-
ment deputed three
ministers to attend

the funeral of Konijeti
Rosaiah and issued a

circular about the
same on Saturday. The
government informed

that Botcha
Satyanarayana,

Minister for
Municipal

Administration & Urban
Development, Balineni Srinivasa

Reddy, Minister for Energy, Forest,
Environment, Science & Technology

and Velampalli Srinivasa Rao,
Minister for Endowments, will

attend the funeral programme of the
departed dignitary at 02.00 pm

onwards on Sunday in Hyderabad.

AP govt
deputes 3

ministers to
attend last rites

CM pays tributes to
Rosaiah, consoles his family
PNS n HYDERABAD

Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekhar Rao has
expressed his condolences
over the death of former
united AP chief minister K.
Rosaiah, (88).

Soon after hearing about
the death of Rosaiah, the CM
visited the house of Rosaiah
in Hyderabad and placed a
wreath on his body.

The CM consoled the
members of Rosaiah’s family.
KCR recalled that Rosaiah
who had served as finance
minister, chief minister and
governor brought laurels to
the posts.

The CM also recalled that
in politics too, Rosaiah had
left a mark of his own with
his dignity, patience and gen-
tlemanliness.

The TS Government has
expressed condolences over
the death of former United
AP CM Rosaiah. The gov-
ernment has decided, as per
instructions from the CM, to
extend state honours for the
last rites of Rosaiah. It has
also declared three days of
mourning.

The last rites of Rosaiah
will be held on Sunday after-
noon. The government has
instructed the Hyderabad
and Ranga Reddy district
Collectors to make arrange-
ments for the last rites.

Governor Dr Tamilisai
Soundararajan has expressed
grief at the passing away of
K. Rosaiah, a former gover-
nor of Tamil Nadu and for-
mer chief minister of the
United Andhra Pradesh.

Paying tributes to his
memory, the Governor
described him as an iconic
politician of United Andhra
Pradesh. The Governor said
that Rosaiah adhered to the
highest ideals in politics and
public life.

"It is a great testimony to
his administrative acumen
that he presented the AP
Budget for a record 15
times," the Governor said.

Rosaiah a great statesman: Pawan Kalyan
PNS n VIJAYAWADA
The leaders of Jana Sena Party (JSP), Telugu Desam Party (TDP) and the Congress have expressed grief over the
sudden demise of former Chief Minister K Rosaiah. In a statement issued here on Saturday, Jana Sena Party chief K
Pawan Kalyan expressed deep sorrow over the death of Rosaiah. He said that Rosaiah was a great statesman and his
demise created a void. He said that he had close association with Rosaiah and his death saddened him. Lauding him
as a spotless leader, Pawan Kalyan recalled that Rosaiah presented the State Budget in the Assembly in the united
Andhra Pradesh 15 times. When the united AP was facing a crisis after the death of Y S Rajasekhar Reddy, he led the
State for 14 months. Moreover, he won the appreciation of Tamil people when he worked as Governor of Tamil Nadu.
Pawan Kalyan conveyed his sympathies to the bereaved family. Jana Sena Party’s political committee chairman
Nadendla Manohar paid homage to K Rosaiah by garlanding his portrait in Tenali. 

Rosaiah said Brahmins and
Vaishyas were fearful: IYR
HYDERABAD: Retired IAS officer IYR Krishna Rao took to Twitter
to share his experiences with former United AP CM K. Rosaiah.
He said, “During my tenure as Chairman of the Brahmin
Corporation, I discussed with him that if the Brahmin and Vaishya
castes work together politically they will have an impact in 20 to
30 Assembly seats and the discussion in the Assembly wouldn't
stoop to lows. But he said, ‘It is true that these two castes can
make an impact, but they are very fearful and said that my view
may not be practical in today's political climate’.” Condoling
Rosaiah, IYR said that he was a reflection of the older generation.
“The post of Chief Minister is reserved for the strongest castes.
But Rosaiah becoming CM was a recognition of his talent.”

With Actor Chiranjeevi

In deep discussion with Ratan Tata

Sharing a happy moment with YS Rajasekhar Reddy

Jagan with Rosaiah

As the Governor of TN Rosaiah receiving Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Sharing lighter moments with TN ex-chief minister M Karunanidhi 

United AP last CM Kiran Kumar with Rosaiah
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T
here are 1,707 teaching and
non-teaching staff in
government schools of Kerala

who have not taken the Covid
vaccine, state Education Minister V
Sivankutty said on Saturday.
Sivankutty said of them, 1,495 are
teachers and 212 non-teaching
staff. "In the lower primary, upper

primary and high school section, there are 1,066 teachers and 189
non-teaching staff, while in the higher secondary section, there are
200 teachers and 23 non-teaching staff who are yet to take the jab,"
the minister said, adding there are 229 teachers in the vocational
higher secondary section who have not taken the vaccine. He said
those school staff who have not been vaccinated need to produce an
RTPCR result every week. "Those who have not taken the vaccine
due to allergy and other associated issues need to produce the
doctor's certificate," the minister said.

‘COVID: 1,495 teachers in Kerala
schools yet to get vaccinated’

C
ongress leader Rahul Gandhi
on Saturday launched the
party's online campaign

demanding compensation for the
families of those who died of Covid
and accused the government of
sleeping while people coped with
pain and loss. "When it comes to
people's pain and loss, Government

of India is sleeping. Let's wake them up," Gandhi said on Twitter
while launching the "#SpeakUpforCovidNyay" campaign.  On its
official Twitter handle, the Congress party said the aim of the
campaign was to demand that the central government disclose the
actual number of Covid deaths in the country, and "properly
compensate all families of the victims with Rs 4 lakh".  The Modi
government has very tactfully tried to cover up its failures in
managing the COVID-19 pandemic by distorting the number of
Covid deaths, the party alleged.

Congress starts online campaign for
compensation to kin of Covid victims

A
Delhi court on Saturday
granted bail to former
media baron Peter

Mukerjea in the INX Media
money laundering case linked
to former Union minister P
Chidambaram and his son
Karti. Special Judge M K
Nagpal granted relief to

Mukerjea, the erstwhile director and COO of INX Media. The court
had earlier granted interim bail to Mukerjea till the pendency of his
regular bail application. The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) had
registered a case on May 15, 2017, alleging irregularities in a Foreign
Investment Promotion Board clearance granted to the INX Media
group for receiving overseas funds of Rs 305 crore in 2007 during
Chidambaram's tenure as finance minister. Subsequently, the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) lodged a money laundering case.
Chidambaram was arrested by the CBI on August 21, 2019, and by
the ED on October 16, 2019.

Delhi court grants bail to
Peter Mukerjea in INX case

“T
he stars have aligned for me to do
it in Mumbai," New Zealand spinner
Ajaz Patel said Saturday said after

achieving the rare feat of scalping all 10
batters in an innings at the city of his birth.
The 33-year-old Patel, who had migrated
to New Zealand from Mumbai with his par-
ents back in 1996, ended the Indian
innings with figures of 47.5-12-119-10 to

equal England great Jim Laker and Indian legend Anil Kumble, who
had earlier achieved the rarest of rare feat in Test cricket. "Honestly,
it's surreal and to be able to do that in my career is pretty special.
The stars have aligned for me to do it in Mumbai," Patel said after his
feat. "Quite a special occasion for me and not just me but my family.
Unfortunately for me, they're not here because of Covid. I'm in very
illustrious company with Kumble sir as well."  Asked which scalp out
of the 10 was special, he said, "Not anyone in particular and just try-
ing to be repetitive and ask questions of batters.'

Stars aligned for me to do 
it in Mumbai: Ajaz Patel

INDIA CORNER

PNS n NEW DELHI

Article 370 was in place for decades but
was there peace in Jammu and Kashmir,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah asked
Saturday, asserting that the 2019 abroga-
tion of the Constitutional provision has
ushered in peace, good business invest-
ment and an influx of tourists.

Shah made these remarks during an
interaction at the HT Leadership Summit
here, referring to a statement by former

Jammu and
Kashmir chief

m i n i s t e r
F a r o o q

Abdullah who had said that the govern-
ment will not be able to bring peace in the
union territory until Article 370 is
restored.

"There was Article 370 for the last 75
years. Why was there no peace? If there
is a relation between peace and Article
370, was the Article not in place in 1990?
It was there in 1990 why there was no
peace? Even if we include figures of tar-
geted killings, we are not even close to 10
per cent. This means there is peace,” Shah
said at the event where he also delivered
the keynote address.

Earlier in his address, Shah said no one
believed that Article 370 and Article 35-
A could ever be abrogated, and he
referred to a conversation with his English
professor who had been maintaining
that the promise of removing Article 370
by the BJP will be passed on as it is to the
next generation.

"I am happy that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi abrogated Article 370
from the Constitution on August 5, 2019.
Kashmir is at peace now, investment is

taking place, tourists
are visiting and

Jammu and
Kashmir is
g r a d u a l l y
looking to

stand united with the rest of the country,"
Shah said.

Article 370, a temporary provision in
the Constitution, gave special status to the
erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir
while Article 35-A prohibited people from
the rest of India to buy properties in the
erstwhile state.

Both provisions were abrogated on
August 5, 2019 and the state was divid-
ed into two Union Territories -- Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh.

Shah said a common statement was
issued against him and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi that curfew was imposed
for so long in J&K and Internet services
were blocked in Jammu and Kashmir.

"When I went there and asked youths
if we had lifted curfew, who would have
lost lives? There was initial silence but
then they said on video conference they
would have been killed. Then I asked
whom did Modiji save by imposing cur-
few. They said they were saved. Then I
said the people of the country have to
decide what do people, who oppose cur-
few, want," he said.

On the demand of J-K political parties
that elections should take place after state-
hood is restored, Shah said Parliament has
passed the act that elections will be fol-
lowed by delimitation exercise.

There was no peace in J-K
under Article 370: Amit Shah PNS n KOLKATA

The West Bengal government
on Saturday evacuated thou-
sands of people in South 24
Parganas and Purba
Medinipur districts and urged
tourists in popular sea resorts
to stay away from beaches, as
cyclone ‘Jawad' loomed large
over the Odisha-Andhra
Pradesh coast.

Several places in the
metropolis, North and South
24 Parganas, Purba and
Paschim Medinipur, Jhargram,
Howrah and Hooghly districts
received light rainfall since
morning, the weather office
said. 

“‘Jawad' moved slightly
northwards with a speed of 4
kmph during the past six hours
and lay centered about 230 km
south-southeast of
Vishakhapatanam (Andhra
Pradesh), 340 km south of
Gopalpur (Odisha), 410 km
south-southwest of Puri
(Odisha) and 490 km south-
southwest of Paradip (Odisha)
at 5.30 am,” the IMD said in a
bulletin.

The administration in South
24 Parganas and Purba

Medinipur districts evacuated
around 11,000 people from the
coastal areas to safer loca-
tions, while boats with fisher-
men returned in Kakdwip,
Digha, Shankarpur and other
coastal belts, an official said.

"The system is likely to
move north-northwestwards
and reach west-central Bay of
Bengal and thereafter is likely
to recurve north-northeast-
wards, move along Odisha
coast reaching near Puri
around December 5 noon,
and weaken gradually," a met
office spokesman said.

However, the cyclone may
weaken into a deep depression
by the time it reaches the Puri
coast, he said. 

Rescue teams were seen ask-
ing scattered groups of tourists
and locals to vacate beaches in
Digha, Shankarpur, Tajpur and
Bakkhali. A total of 19 teams
of the National Disaster
Response Force have been
deployed in the state in the
wake of the cyclone.

The met office has forecast
heavy to very heavy rainfall at
one or two places in Kolkata,
Purba and Paschim Medinipur,
North and South 24 Parganas,
Jhargram, Hooghly and
Howrah districts.

Heavy rain is also likely to
occur on Monday in the dis-
tricts of North and South 24
Parganas, Nadia and
Murshidabad, it said. 

Cyclone threat: Bengal govt evacuates
thousands in coastal areas; heavy rain

PNS n NEW DELHI

Union minister Piyush Goyal on
Saturday reviewed the arrangements
and preparations made by state govern-
ments of Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and
West Bengal to deal with cyclone
Jawad. Industry associations like CII,
FICCI, ASSOCHAM and PHD Chambers
were also represented at the conference.
The minister underscored the need for
drawing of a comprehensive action plan
towards managing this natural disaster
in the most effective way by incorporat-
ing the inputs and suggestions of all
stakeholders. Goyal said public private
partnership is necessary for disaster
management and mitigation and for
protecting the lives and livelihoods of
those affected."We must constantly
upgrade our learnings and keep upgrad-
ing our capabilities. He also called for
preparedness in the banking and insur-
ance sectors to tackle the effects of the
cyclone," an official statement said.

Goyal reviews
preparedness
for cyclone
Jawad

PNS n NEW DELHI

India has exported defence
items worth more than Rs
38,000 crore in the past seven
years and the country hopes to
become an overall net exporter
soon, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said on Saturday.

"We have an estimated Rs
85,000 crore industry of aero-
space and defence. The contri-
bution of the private sector in
this has increased to Rs 18,000
crore," he said in his speech at
the MSME conclave of the
Society of Indian Defence
Manufacturers (SIDM).

Singh urged the MSMEs to
invest more in research and
development as it would help
strengthen the nation's securi-
ty. 

"You should bring new tech-
nologies, new products. You
should not think that just
because of your small, you
cannot do great innovation," he
added.

Around 12,000 MSMEs have
joined the defence industry due
to the government's initiatives,
he added. 

"Defence exports from India
during the last seven years
have been of more than Rs

38,000 crore due to the govern-
ment's initiatives," he noted. 

Innovation, research and

development and the number
of startups have increased in
the defence industry due to
these initiatives, Singh said.

Reiterating the government's
focus on encouraging exports,
the minister expressed hopes
that India will soon become a
net exporter from a net
importer. 

"The government aims to
achieve the export target of Rs
35,000 crore by 2024-25.
Presently, India is exporting
defence equipment to around
70 countries. According to
Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute 2020 report,

India is in the list of top 25
countries in defence exports,"
he said.

The Indian armed forces
have completely supported the
self-reliance initiative of the
government, he stated.

"Therefore, the number of
contracts given to indigenous
defence industry has
increased," he said.

Singh accepted that the big
companies have a major role to
play in defence manufacturing
but the reality is that the work
of numerous small companies
is hidden behind that of big
companies.

India’s defence exports in past 7 yrs touched  38K crore

PNS n BENGALURU

Karnataka Home Minister
Araga Jnanendra has hit out at
a section of police, saying they
take bribe from cattle smug-
glers and 'sleep like dogs'  as
they let them operate with
impunity.

In a video clip that has gone
viral, Jnanendra is purported-
ly seen shouting at a police offi-
cer over phone for their failure
to check the theft and smug-
gling of cattle, especially cows.

"Those who are transporting
cattle are habitual offenders.
Your officers know it well but
they take bribe and sleep like
dogs. Your police need self-
esteem," Jnanendra is heard
saying in the video.

"I did not say anything till
now but should I continue as
a home minister or not?"
Jnanendra is heard saying and
claims cattle smuggling is going
on in Chikkamagaluru and
Shivamogga districts.

"The entire police force is
rotten today. We are giving
salary but no one wants to live
only on the salary. They want
to live on the leftover (bribe),"
Jnanendra is heard saying.

The Minister later clarified
that he did not liken all the
police officers but a section of
them.

He, however, said in his vil-
lage in Teerthalli Taluk of
Shivamogga district, cattle
smugglers in their vehicles
tried to run over two animal

rights activists when they tried
to stop them.

"Their (animal rights
activists) condition was so seri-
ous that I arranged their admis-
sion in the Manipal Hospital in
Bengaluru. I was deeply hurt.
This is an inhumane act,"
Jnanendra said.

He alleged that some police
were not acting tough against
the cattle smugglers despite
being armed with a new law
banning cow slaughter in the
state.

"Some policemen were hand
in glove with them. Against this
backdrop, I spoke with anger
(in the video)," Jnanendra clar-
ified. He alleged the smugglers
come to the cattle owners with
machetes in Malnad region
and forcibly take away their
cattle. The minister said
Karnataka police has earned a
good name in the country but
there were some shortcomings.

"My only concern is com-
plete ban on cow slaughter after
the promulgation of law," the
state home minister said.

The Karnataka Prevention of
Slaughter and Preservation of
Cattle Act, 2020 was intro-
duced last year in the state and
came into effect from February.

Under the law, slaughter of
cattle will lead to imprison-
ment of up to three to seven
years and a fine ranging from
Rs 50,000 to Rs 5 lakh, and sub-
sequent offences will attract
imprisonment of up to seven
years and a fine from Rs one
lakh to Rs 10 lakh.

Recently, many animal rights
activists such as the members
of Go Gyan Foundation were
allegedly attacked by the smug-
glers and owners of slaughter
houses in various parts of
Karnataka including
Bengaluru.

MP: 49 children
take ill after
consuming
poisonous fruit
PNS n SEONI

At least 49 children studying
in a government-run prima-
ry and middle school took ill
after allegedly consuming a
poisonous fruit in Madhya
Pradesh's Seoni district, an
official said on Saturday. 

The children had con-
sumed Ratanjot (Alkanet)
fruit from a tree near their
school in Barghat area of the
district on Friday, the official
said.

The students complained
of vomiting, colic and uneasi-
ness after returning home,
and were admitted to a
healthy facility in Barghat,
duty officer Dr Yogesh
Agrawal told PTI.

While 47 children have
been discharged, two were
referred to Seoni district hos-
pital for further treatment, he
said.

Similarly, 13 students of
another government prima-
ry school in Barhat had taken
ill on Thursday after consum-
ing Ratanjot fruit. All of
them were later discharged
from hospital, officials said.

BSP forms
security squad
with ‘ranks' to
protect leaders
PNS n SIDHI (MP)

Alleging that BSP leaders are
facing discrimination in get-
ting security, the Mayawati-
led party has said that it has
set up a "security force" to
protect its leaders and cadres,
an office-bearer from Sidhi
district in Madhya Pradesh
said on Saturday. 

BSP's Sidhi zonal in-
charge Ram Khilawan Rajak
said the party has sought per-
mission from the police for
approving this security
squad. 

Why Savarkar’s name is missing
from literary meet, asks Fadnavis
PNS n MUMBAI

BJP leader Devendra Fadnavis on
Saturday objected to the name of
freedom fighter Vinayak
Damodar Savarkar being ̀ miss-
ing' at the ongoing annual
Marathi literary meet at Nashik
in north Maharashtra.

The late Hindutva ideologue
was born at Bhagur near Nashik
in 1883.

There was a demand from

some quarters that a pandal at
the Akhil Bharatiya Marathi
Sahitya Sammelan, being held at
Bhujbal Knowledge City, be
named for Savarkar. Maharashtra
minister and NCP leader
Chhagan Bhujbal is involved in
the organization of this year's
meet.

Speaking to reporters here,
Fadnavis said Savarkar had
presided over both the Marathi
literary meet and Marathi theatre

conference, and he had also been
president of  the Marathi Patrakar
Sangh, a journalists' union. 

"He would be probably the
only person to have achieved this
feat and still his name is missing
from the entire event," the BJP
leader said.

“He is an idol for us and if our
idols are not respected, why
should we even bother to go
there,” said Fadnavis, a former
chief minister.

People have already given ‘casino
capital' title to Goa: Kishan Reddy
PNS n PANAJI

Union Tourism Minister G
Kishan Reddy on Saturday said
that people have already given
the title of 'casino capital' to Goa. 

"People have already given the
title of casino capital to Goa. We
(government) need not give it.
Public has already declared it,"
he said while addressing press
conference.

Reddy was here to announce
various tourism promotion ini-
tiatives for the coastal state.
Union minister Shripad Naik
was also present. 

Replying to a query on
whether Goa would be tagged as
the 'casino capital of India' by the
government, he said, "Public is
here (for casinos). They are
either here or in Sikkim (both
the places where casinos are

allowed)."
"If Goa benefits by declaring

it as a casino capital, we can cer-
tainly do it," the minister said.

On COVID-19, he said that
the pandemic has impacted the
tourism sector in the state,
which is witnessing a revival as
the domestic travellers have
started going across the country.

"The domestic tourism season
is picking up, but there are now
apprehensions about the third
wave. I appeal to people to
abide by all the necessary pro-
tocols while visiting various
tourism destinations in the
country," he said.

Reddy said that the state gov-
ernments are geared up to
implement the protocols against
COVID-19 as recommended by
the Centre. 

"We are also keeping a watch

on the international develop-
ments as far the virus is con-
cerned. We are monitoring the
arrival of foreign tourists. I am
confident that we will be able to
control the third wave and
ensure that it does not hit India,"
the minister said.

He said that 125 crore people
have been vaccinated so far,
while 25 crore more vaccines are
in stock in different states. 

"I am confident that by
December end, the production
of vaccines will be increased," he
said. 

Reddy said that in order to
raise international footfalls,
tourism officers have been
appointed in Indian Embassies
of 20 different countries, who
have been given the task of pro-
moting Indian tourist destina-
tions.   

Modi announces
projects worth
over Rs 18,000 cr
in U'khand
PNS n DEHRADUN

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday
announced development
projects worth Rs 18,000
crore in election bound
Uttarakhand before address-
ing a rally at the Parade
Ground here to kickstart the
BJP's campaign for the state
assembly polls. 

He laid the foundation
stones of 11 projects worth Rs
15,728 crore and    inaugurat-
ed seven projects worth Rs
2,573 crore after inspecting
their models on display at the
rally venue.

"These projects will help
making this decade that of
Uttarakhand,'' Modi said at
the rally. 

Naidu calls for
debate on freebies
PNS n NEW DELHI

Vice President and Rajya
Sabha Chairman M Venkaiah
Naidu on Saturday called for
a wider debate on freebies for
harmonising welfare obliga-
tions with developmental
needs and urged the Public
Accounts Committee (PAC) of
Parliament to examine this
aspect to enable wider discus-
sion.

Underlining that Parliament
should meet for a minimum of
100 days and state
legislatures for at
least 90 days
every year, Naidu
said that there
should be a polit-
ical consensus on
this issue.

Naidu was
speaking at an
event in the
Central Hall of
Parliament to
mark 100 years
of the Public
A c c o u n t s
Committee (PAC) that was
also attended by President
Ram Nath Kovind, Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla and the
committee chairman and
Congress leader of Lok Sabha
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury.

Noting that the PAC exam-
ines public expenditure to
find out irregularities, Kovind
said the parliamentary com-
mittee not only looks at it from
the legal perspective but also
from the "point of view of the

economy, prudence, wisdom
and propriety".

"It (PAC) has no other
objective but to bring to notice
cases of waste, loss, corruption,
extravagance, inefficiency. If
more paise out of every rupee
coming from honest taxpayers
are reaching those in need and
also for nation-building initia-
tives, the PAC and its mem-
bers have played a large role in
the process," Kovind said.

Stating that the main
responsibility of democratic

institutions is to
make the gov-
e r n m e n t
accountable and
transparent to
the people, Lok
Sabha Speaker
Birla noted that
the parliamen-
tary committees
have con-
tributed signifi-
cantly in making
this possible
through their
functions.

The parliamentary com-
mittees, which are like mini
parliament, are also seen as
effective platforms to solve the
problems of the people and
fulfillment of their expecta-
tions, Birla said.

In his address, Naidu sug-
gested that the PAC examine
the utilisation of resources
from a socio-economic per-
spective to check wastages
and called for a wider debate
on doling out freebies.

Karnataka HM slams cops, claims they take bribe 
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MONEY MATTERS

M
angalore Refinery
and

Petrochemicals Ltd
on Friday said it has
received board
approval to acquire
compulsory
convertible
debentures worth up
to Rs 1,000 crore
issued by its
subsidiary ONGC
Mangalore

Petrochemicals Limited (OMPL).   "...the Board has
approved...acquisition of up to 100% of CCD issued by OMPL, a wholly
owned subsidiary of the Company, from the debenture holders, for an
aggregate consideration of up to INR 1,000 crores," MRPL said in a
regulatory filing.    The company board also discussed raising of funds
by issuance of perpetual bonds and advised the management to have
further consultations with the proposed investors.   "Accordingly, no
decision was taken in respect of issuance of perpetual bonds," it added.

D
elhi Customs has
intercepted Pakistan-

origin smuggled
cosmetic goods weighing
2,800 kg worth Rs 1.2
crore, the finance
ministry said on Friday.
Acting on specific
intelligence, officers of
the Air Cargo Export

Commissionerate intercepted an import consignment at New Courier
Terminal on November 29.   "A case of outright smuggling of Pakistan
origin cosmetic products weighing 2800 kg was detected. The goods
were being routed through Abu Dhabi under the guise of household
articles to evade detection," the ministry said in a statement.  The
seized smuggled goods are worth Rs 1.2 crore, it added.  A lot of 87
consignments had arrived from Abu Dhabi. Upon examination, 84
consignments were found to contain cosmetics of Pakistani origin,
while three consignments were of perfume concentrate from Bahrain.
"Any imported goods originating from Pakistan attract Basic Customs
Duty at the rate of 200 per cent of the value of the goods.   "The
goods were attempted to be cleared through courier mode by mis-
declaring the origin and description of goods, value and, thus evading
the applicable customs duty and IGST leviable. 

D
irect-to-Home service
provider Dish TV, which is

facing a notice from its largest
shareholder Yes Bank to
reconstitute its board, has said
it would convene its Annual
General Meeting on December
30.   "The board of directors of
the company vide circular
resolution dated December 3,
2021 have approved the

convening of the 33rd AGM of the equity shareholders of the company
on Thursday, December 30, 2021,” said Dish TV in a regulatory filing.
Earlier on November 29, Dish TV had postponed its AGM for a month
after getting regulatory approval from the Registrar of Companies,
Mumbai. The AGM of the Essel Group firm was scheduled to be held on
November 30, 2021.  Dish TV is facing a notice from Yes Bank Ltd
(YBL)to remove its Managing Director Jawahar Goel and four other
directors from the board.  YBL, which holds a 24.19 per cent share of
Dish TV, has moved National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) after the
board of the Essel group firm rejected YBL's requisition notice to
convene EGM to reconstitute the board. Earlier on October 29, Dish TV
had said it will seek time till December 31 for conducting AGM amid the
pendency of a petition filed by Yes Bank before the NCLT. In September,
RoC had already granted Dish TV a two-month extension. Dish TV's
AGM was earlier scheduled to be held on September 27 and was
postponed after getting above mentioned two-month extension. Later,
the board of Dish TV again applied for a month extension, however, fixed
the date as it had not received the approval.

Dish TV to hold AGM on
December 30

PNS n NEW DELHI

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Saturday urged
officials of intelligence wings to
take every case to logical con-
clusion expeditiously, so that it
can deter perpetrators of eco-
nomic crime like smuggling.

Speaking at the 64th DRI
Foundation Day, the Finance
Minister said logical conclusion
is important but speedier con-
clusion is what will keep the
heat on people who are pro-
moting these kinds of activities.

The Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI), under the
Central Board of Indirect Taxes
and Customs (CBIC), is an
intelligence and enforcement
agency of the Government of
India on anti-smuggling mat-
ters. 

She stressed on capacity
building so that the officials are
quick to pick up right intelli-
gence inputs and act on time.

"You get a lot of intelligence
input, but sometimes and
many times it is difficult to
identify if it is really actionable,
sometimes they're so generic.

To act on it becomes
difficult...capacity to be built
within these institutions to
make sure you're able to see
which of these intelligence

inputs are so quickly action-
able," she said.

Agencies like DRI based on
their experience can give ideas
on the methods through those

illegal acts can be prevented,
she said.

"I think attempts at pre-
venting will also have to be
undertaken by us while deter-
rence and detection will always
have to be on the high," she
said. 

She exhorted the DRI to be
vigilant with regard to toxic
waste being dumped into the
country.

In emerging economies
"because of the way in which
we have built over the decades
capacity to recycle materials,
I'm afraid quite a large attempt
and frequent attempt is being
made on bringing in toxic
waste to our shores and leave
them there. So I would think
that is an area on which I
would like to see DRI more
active", she said. 

She also observed that greater
media coverage of success of
DRI's would also deter the per-
petrators of illegal activities.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Union Labour Minister
Bhupender Yadav on Saturday
launched annual preventive
health check-up programme
for Employees' State Insurance
Corporation's insured mem-
bers aged 40 years and above
in pilot mode at ESI hospitals
in Ahmedabad, Faridabad,
Hyderabad and Kolkatta.

Besides, in the ESIC's 186th
meeting here chaired by Yadav,
a proposal was also cleared for
construction of 500-bed ESIC
Hospital at Gurugram
(Manesar) for expansion of
services of existing 100-bed
hospital.

Talking to the media after
the meeting, Yadav said, "We
have started a pilot project
under which we are providing
for free medical check for
insured persons (IPs) of ESIC
who are of 40 years or above
age every year. We have a
dream of 'swasth Bharat'. We
have around 3.5 crore IPs. So
if we also run preventive care
moment in ESIC along with
curative, then we can achieve
that vision."

The minister also informed
that this pilot would be further
expanded in coming days with
the increase in number of IPs

to five crore with implementa-
tion of Social Security Code.

The minister said the ESIC
also wants to improve its hos-
pitals to super speciality ones
so that referral to others can be
reduced in coming days.

The minister also talked
about roll out of a mobile app
'Santusht' for ESIC beneficia-
ries for improving delivery of
services. 

Yadav further said that the
construction of two ESIC hos-
pitals at Bihta in Patna and
Alwar in Rajasthan has been
completed and soon these
would be inaugurated.

Informing about approving
the proposal for construction
of 500-bed ESIC Hospital at
Gurugram (Manesar), Yadav
said that ESIC has approved

deposit of funds required for
the purpose.

On ESIC's request, the
Haryana government has iden-
tified 8.7 acres of land for allot-
ment. The ESIC on Saturday
approved the proposal to set up
500-bed ESIC Hospital at HSI-
IDC, Manesar and of acquisi-
tion of this plot for the pur-
pose. He also informed that a
100-bed ESIC hospital would
be built. 

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has identified a piece of
land measuring 2 hectares and
conveyed approval for free of
cost transfer of the land for 90
years. The ESIC on Saturday
approved proposal and process
of acquisition of identified
land for construction of 100-
bed ESIC Hospital at Meerut.

PNS n WASHINGTON

India has been exemplary in
publishing its foreign exchange
market intervention, the US
Treasury Department said on
Friday adding that New Delhi
should allow the exchange rate
to move flexibly to reflect eco-
nomic fundamentals.

"The (Indian) authorities
should allow the exchange rate
to move flexibly to reflect eco-
nomic fundamentals, limit for-
eign exchange intervention to
circumstances of disorderly
market conditions, and refrain
from further significant reserve
accumulation," it said.

"As the economic recovery
progresses, the authorities
should continue to pursue
structural reforms that can
help lift productivity and living
standards, while supporting
an inclusive and green recov-

er,” the Treasury said.
In its semi-annual Report to

Congress on Macroeconomic
and Foreign Exchange Policies
of Major Trading Partners of
the United States, the Treasury
reviewed and assessed the poli-
cies of its major trading part-
ners, comprising more than 80
per cent of its foreign trade in
goods and services, during the
four quarters through June

2021.
In accordance with the

Omnibus Trade and
Competitiveness Act of 1988
(the 1988 Act), the Report
concludes that no major US
trading partner manipulated
the rate of exchange between its
currency and the US dollar for
purposes of preventing effec-
tive balance of payments
adjustments or gaining unfair

competitive advantage in inter-
national trade.

However, it found that 12
economies warrant placement
on the Treasury's “Monitoring
List” of major trading partners
that merit close attention to
their currency practices: China,
Japan, Korea, Germany,
Ireland, Italy, India, Malaysia,
Singapore, Thailand, Mexico,
and Switzerland. All except
Switzerland were on the
Monitoring List in the April
2021 Report.

"India has been exemplary in
publishing its foreign exchange
market intervention, both
monthly spot purchases and
sales and net forward activity,
with a two-month lag. While
the RBI frequently intervenes
in both directions, the RBI pur-
chased foreign exchange on net
in 10 of the 12 months through
June 2021, with net interven-

tion reaching USD 131 billion,
or 4.6 per cent of GDP," it said.

"The RBI made large pur-
chases between July 2020 and
February 2021, followed by
modest sales in March and
April this year as India's second
outbreak took hold and net for-
eign portfolio flows turned
negative," it said.

Observing that India has
battled two outbreaks of
COVID-19 since the onset of
the global pandemic in March
2020, the Treasury said India's
large second outbreak in the
second quarter of 2021
weighed heavily on growth.

With cases coming down
significantly from the May
peak as of end-October, high
frequency indicators suggest
economic activity has been
rebounding quickly since early
in the third quarter, the report
said.

PNS n LUCKNOW

Ahead of the upcoming 2022
Assembly elections in the state,
the UP Cabinet has approved
a scheme aimed at boosting the
agriculture sector, which will
be implemented from the cur-
rent financial year.

In a meeting chaired by
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, the Cabinet on
Friday gave its nod to imple-
ment Atma Nirbhar Krishak
Integrated Development
Scheme in Uttar Pradesh from
2021-22.

Under this scheme, 1,475
Farmer Producer
Organisations (FPOs) will be
formed in the next three years
in each development block of
the state, the UP government
said in a statement.

The state government is
likely to bear an expenditure of
Rs 1,220.92 crore for imple-
mentation of the scheme from

financial year 2021-22 to 2031-
32.

The scheme will also help in
achieving the target of utilising
a budget of Rs 12,000 crore
allotted to the state by the
Centre under Agriculture
Infrastructure Fund(AIF).

On July 8, 2020, the Union
Cabinet had approved the AIF
scheme. The scheme shall pro-
vide a medium to long-term
debt financing facility for

investment in viable projects
for post-harvest management
infrastructure and communi-
ty farming assets through
interest subvention and finan-
cial support.

Under the scheme, Rs 1
lakh crore will be provided by
banks and financial institutions
as loans to Primary
Agricultural Credit Societies,
Marketing Cooperative
Societies, FPOs, Self Help
Groups, farmers, joint liabili-
ty groups, multipurpose coop-
erative societies, agri-entre-
preneurs, startups, aggrega-
tion infrastructure providers
and central/state agency or
local body sponsored Public
Private Partnership Project.

All loans under this financ-
ing facility will have interest
subvention of 3 per cent per
annum up to a limit of Rs 2
crore. This subvention will be
available for a maximum peri-
od of seven years.

Over 550 applicants
for BEE energy awards
PNS n NEW DELHI

More than 550 applicants are
in fray for the BEE energy
conservation awards that have
been instituted to push indus-
tries and sectors to develop
innovative energy efficiency
efforts in their units as well as
reduce power consumption,
the Power Ministry said on
Saturday.

Under the National Energy
Efficiency Innovation Awards
(NEEIA), a total of 149 appli-
cants participated by the due
date. Online applications were
invited from Category A
(industry, transport, build-
ing) and Category B (stu-
dents & research scholars)
under the NEEIA awards.

The ministry said that 408
applicants participated in the
National Energy Conservation
Awards (NECA), which have
been instituted to promote
industrial units, institutions
and establishments to reduce
energy consumption.   

The ministry explained
that the National Energy
Efficiency Innovation Award
is the need of the hour to pro-
mote newer technologies,
ideas, and pave way for the
adoption of these innovations
by larger groups.

As promotion of energy
efficiency and Renewable ener-
gy are major pillars for low car-
bon energy transition, recog-
nition of such efforts undertak-
en by various participants
stimulate further action in
accelerating the transition.
Outcomes of which eventual-
ly contribute towards meeting
India's Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) and
broader climate goals, it stat-
ed.

The BEE recognises and
encourages endeavors of
industrial units, institutions
and establishments in reduc-
ing energy consumption by
felicitating them with National
Energy Conservation Awards
(NECA).

PNS n BEIJING

China's dominant ride-hail-
ing service, Didi Global Inc.,
has said it will pull out of the
New York Stock Exchange and
shift its share trading to Hong
Kong as the ruling Communist
Party tightens control over
tech industries.

Didi gave no explanation,
but China's leaders increasing-
ly fret about who controls
information gathered about its
public by e-commerce, ride-
hailing and other tech compa-
nies. Beijing sees that as a
valuable asset and security risk.

Regulators said in July they
would step up scrutiny of tech
companies with shares traded
abroad and their information
security and cross-border data
flows. 

Didi's share price fell 25 per
cent after regulators launched
an investigation into its han-
dling of customer data follow-
ing its June 30 stock market
debut.

"After conscientious
research, the company will
start delisting operations on the
New York Stock Exchange
immediately and commence

preparations to list in Hong
Kong,” Didi said on its social
media account on Friday. 

A separate statement said
U.S. shares would be convert-
ed into “freely tradable shares”
on another “internationally
recognised" exchange.

Hong Kong is Chinese terri-
tory but has a separate regula-
tory system that allows foreign-
ers to invest in its stock market.
Mainland markets are mostly
off-limits to foreign capital.

Tech entrepreneurs who are
largely shut out of the state-run
financial system have raised bil-
lions of dollars abroad. But the
ruling party worries about how
that affects control of their
companies. It is promising

more access to capital within
China.

Didi Chuxing raised about
USD 4.4 billion in its market
debut. The company earlier
denied a news report it planned
to buy back its U.S. shares.

Other companies including
Alibaba Group, the world's
biggest e-commerce company,
and Tencent Holding, which
operates the popular WeChat
message service, also have been
hit by data security and anti-
monopoly probes.

Investor jitters about the
crackdown have knocked more
than USD 1 trillion off the total
market value of Chinese tech
companies on U.S. and other
foreign exchanges.

Didi was founded in 2012 by
Alibaba veteran Will Wei
Cheng. Its president is Jean
Qing Liu, a former Goldman
Sachs managing director and
the daughter of Liu Chuanzhi,
founder of computer maker
Lenovo Group.

It expanded abroad in 2018
by acquiring Brazil's 99 Taxis
and set up operations in
Mexico. Didi operates in 16
countries, though almost 90 per
cent of the 493 million cus-
tomers who used the service at
least once in the past year are
in China.

Didi acquired rival Kuaidi
in 2016 and Uber
Technologies Inc.'s China
operation the following year.
Other competitors in the USD
50 billion-a-year market
include Caocao Chuxing, a
unit of automaker Geely, and
Hello Chuxing, backed by
Alibaba.

Following its investigation,
China's cyberspace regulator
said in July “serious violations”
were found in how Didi col-
lected and stored personal
information. Didi was later
ordered to remove 25 of its
apps from online stores.

Singapore stops VTL travel
for work pass holders
PNS n SINGAPORE

Singapore government on
Saturday said employers of S
Pass and work permit hold-
ers in construction, marine
shipyard and process sectors
will not be allowed to make
new applications for their
employees to enter the coun-
try via the vaccinated travel
lanes (VTL).

The decis ion by the
Ministr y  of  Manpower
(MOM) comes in the wake
of rising concern over the
Omicron variant globally.

On Friday, Singapore had
announced the tightening
of rules for VTL travellers in
view of the new variant
(Omicron).  The S Pass
allows mid-level skilled for-
eign staf f  to  work in
Singapore.

The ministry said that S
Pass and work permit hold-
ers in the construction,
marine shipyard and process
sectors, as well as other dor-
mitor y-bound workers ,
should come in via the work
pass holder general lane.

They may also enter
Singapore via ongoing indus-
try initiatives such as pro-
grammes with "upstream
testing" and isolation in the
source country, it said.

“The number of workers
entering under these lanes
meet industry needs while
allowing the entry of these
workers to be done at a pace
where they can be safely
onboarded before entering the
dormitories and worksites as
these are higher risk settings,”
the Channel News Asia quot-
ed the MOM as saying.

The entry of workers under
these lanes is done at a pace
where they can be safely
onboarded before entering
high-risk settings like dormi-
tories and worksites, said
MOM in a statement. For
instance, workers have to show
verification of vaccination and
go for medical examination
under these lanes.

The Ministry said workers,
who have obtained approval
prior to the effective date to
enter Singapore via VTLs,
will still be allowed to do so.

Growth in US
services sector
reaches new
heights in Nov
PNS n WASHINGTON

Growth in the services sector,
where most Americans work,
hit an all-time high in
November, overtaking a record
that was set the previous month. 

The Institute for Supply
Management reported Friday
that its monthly survey of ser-
vice industries increased by
2.4 percentage points in
November from the October
record to a reading of 69.1 per-
cent. Any reading above 50
indicates growth.

Some of the strength in the
services sector is coming from
supply chain troubles that are
making it harder to meet
increased demand

R&D body
working on
fast chargers
for EVs
PNS n CANACONA (GOA)

Automotive research and devel-
opment body Automotive
Research Association of India
(ARAI) is working on developing
fast chargers for e-vehicles, Heavy
Industries Minister Mahendra
Nath Pandey said on Saturday.

The Pune-based autonomous
institution has already devel-
oped a prototype of the product,
he told PTI on the sidelines of
the 'Round Table To Promote
Electric Mobility' event organ-
ised by the Ministry of Heavy
Industries here.

Take cases to logical conclusion
expeditiously: Nirmala to DRI

Health check-up for 40
plus ESIC members

UP Cabinet okays Atma Nirbhar
Krishak development scheme

China's Didi to leave US stock market

‘India exemplary in publishing its forex moves’

Delhi Customs intercepts Pak-
origin smuggled cosmetics 

Mangalore Refinery to acquire
subsidiary’s 1,000 cr bonds
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BEFORE THE REWARD THERE
MUST BE LABOR. YOU PLANT

BEFORE YOU HARVEST. YOU SOW
IN TEARS BEFORE YOU REAP JOY

— RALPH RANSOM

HIDDENSOULS
PRAMOD PATHAK

W
e are into strange times. Contradictory things are
moving in tandem. These are times of vulgar con-
sumerism. These are times of brazen commercial-

isation. These are times of unabashed consumption.
Snobbery is on the rise. But another trend is catching up.
A trend that is not in tune with whatever is discernible. The
trend of unreserved display of compassion and kindness.
So we find that intentional acts of kindness and compas-
sion are being institutionalised and marketed. Special days
are observed to market age old values. Values that were pas-
sionately adhered to in the past are becoming a fashion. So
we observe world kindness day and the like. Even as unnec-
essary private consumption driven by ego continues
unchecked, we are finding that showcasing compassion and
kindness also goes with a lot of noise, and is also ego dri-
ven. Sometimes for public consumption and sometimes for
publicity. While the ancient Indian thought mentioned about
‘Gupt Daan’ or charity with humility and quietude, in the
present days, there’s pomp and show. This is not to demean
those acts of charity, or question the motive behind com-
passion. But certainly a gentle reminder that ego driven char-
ity is not as impactful as passionate compassion. Wasteful
consumption is antithetical to genuine compassion. A case
in point is the kind of food wastage that goes in the elite
restaurants which on close observation will seem reminis-
cent of the Roman kings of the yore, who ate, drank and
made merry oftentimes biting more than they could chew.
Food wastage in a party is something that can be bracket-
ed as criminal because even by disciplined eating, a lot can
be spared for the needy. Ironically, it is the same class that
wastes food in the elite eateries that also loudly carries out
those acts of compassion. Political correctness and social
approval are highly sought after these days and have become
key motivating forces driving human action. Without debat-
ing on whether this is good or bad, let us think of the essence
of ethics which has become a subject matter of popular dis-
course these days. Goswami Tulsidas had very successful-
ly pointed out that compassion is the essence of Dharma
whereas Pride is the source of sin. But these days we find
that even compassion is a by-product of pride. So even acts
of compassion feed pride though they are mutually exclu-
sive. Conscientious consumption and passionate compas-
sion need to be a self-imposed code of conduct. The world
still has enough for everybody’s need. But the problem is
greed. Even one man’s greed can upset the apple cart. Where
we do we go wrong? The answer is very simple. Just try to
introspect, if whatever we want is actually needed. Next time
when you go to have food in a restaurant that offers you
whatever you can eat for a given price, assess you need first.
How much of what can you eat? It is rather common place
to see people order extra to get full value for what they have
paid. Be a little reasonable and think of those who are still
struggling to get a square meal a day. Perhaps you will save
a lot of food wastage. Numbers of poverty reduction make
difference to governments, not the governed. Despite all
those data about GDP growth and rising economy pover-
ty is still a problem the world needs to contend with.

Pathak is a professor of management, writer, and an acclaimed 
public speaker. He can be reached at ppathak.ism@gmail.com

T
his Sanskrit word means dis-
tressed, troubled, etc. Lord
Krishna refers to such persons in

the verse # 7.16 of the Bhagavad Gita,
when He refers to four kinds of virtu-
ous people, who worship God. Lord
Krishna commends them as really
noble, because they choose to seek help
from God (7.18) Three kinds of suffer-
ings are common to everyone on this
planet earth, which the Lord has
described as impermanent place of mis-
eries. (8.15) These are what we get due
to punishable acts (karmas) done in the
past, which include previous lives.
Then, others give us trouble. And nat-
ural forces also cause sufferings, like this
pandemic.

The artah stage of a soul marks the
start of his spiritual journey. Yes, it is
driven by material needs/difficulties,
but such persons have taken the first
step out of four steps needed to reach
the final stage of being a wise person.
Then, one becomes just like God, that
is his consciousness is yoga-based and
he remains well established only in
God-the supreme destination. (7.18) In
the artah stage, the consciousness is
much lower, and is influenced by all the
three modes, with the lower modes still
playing substantial roles. In compari-
son, a person becomes wise after hav-
ing transcended all the three modes.
Some advanced artah persons also pos-
sess attributes of the next two stages,
that is of being seekers of wealth and
being inquisitive about God.

Though artah stage is the initial
stage in the spiritual journey, such per-
sons have faith in the existence of God.
That is the reason they approach God
for relief. They are aware that God is
supreme. However, what everyone
does not realise is that the “karmapha-

la principle” is being administered by
higher authorities. And they act strict-
ly as per guidelines set by God. Another
mistake by most people is to assume
world to be a place of fun. Yes, this
world is not as bad as hell but heaven
it is certainly not. The expectation from
God is also faulty in most cases. One
expects God to erase/delete all troubles
instantly. He won’t.

What, then, is the proper way to
approach God? First of all, one must
accept that whatever is happening to
him is all due to his faulty past act/acts.
This acceptance is crucial to get start-
ed. There must be remorse also for what
should not have been done. The third
important requirement is preparedness
to tolerate whatever punishment is
being meted out. Yes, God has unlim-
ited powers to do anything, but He
doesn’t exercise them just like that.
Because the creation can only function
based on sound principles. Therefore,
even if approached properly, God has
to see whether the purpose of punish-
ment has been served or not. However,
artah are much better placed than those

who don’t approach God and worry
endlessly.

Artah worshippers stand to gain a
lot by approaching God. They get relief
as decided by God. He does so through
mediums chosen specifically for this
purpose. Thus artah worshippers get
chance to reform themselves. At the
same time they begin to realise the real-
ity of this world, its karmaphala prin-
ciple. Slowly, they get rid of the false
notion that this world is there for lust-
ful enjoyments. There is no doubt that
pleasures are also there, but which are
according to “dharma”. They thus
begin to stop themselves from doing
harmful acts, which would bring pun-
ishments in future. God begins to guide
and help them in subtle ways. This is
also the start of “bhakti”.

What is the conclusion then? If in
trouble, do whatever to try to get out
of it, but do not forget the given of real
and absolute relief. Take God’s shelter
for guidance. But one must remember
to have the right expectations. 

Bishnoi is a spiritual writer and can be reached
at spiritual@ajitbishnoi.com

I
f we wish for the world to be bet-
ter than what we have seen in the
past century, then we must be
willing to make peace and love a
part of our lives. We must wash

away any hatreds and prejudices that
have stained our hearts and souls. If we
want others to be peaceful, we must be
models or peace ourselves. 

THE FIRST STEP
No one said that attaining peace is

easy. The hardest step towards peace is
the first step, and that is forgiveness. We
must learn to forget the past and for-
give our enemies. We must develop
compassion for those who have hurt us
in the past. We must realise that we have
all been victims of the hatred and dis-
cord of our ancestors. It is time to put
a stop to it. Revenge must be replaced
by forgiveness and compassion. 

How can we take those first steps?
How can we cleanse ourselves of anger
and hatred and replace them with love
and forgiveness? Compassion, forgive-
ness, and peace can be ours through
spirituality. 

WHAT IS SPIRITUALITY? 
Spirituality is the recognition that

our true self is our soul. It is recognis-
ing that our soul is one with God. It is
realising that we are not merely our
body and mind, but a soul that inhab-
its the body. We may think of ourselves
as being a body bearing a name, that
we are a citizen of India or Colombia
or France, or that we are from a certain
caste or religion. But spirituality is
recognising that behind these outer
names and outer labels we are all souls,
a part of the one Creator. We are all con-
nected at the level of our soul as we are
children of the same Creator.

MAKE IT A PART OF OUR LIVES TO
BUILD A PEACEFUL FUTURE

When we develop this angle of
vision, we no longer see through the
eyes of prejudice and discrimination.
We start breaking down the barriers
that separate one human being from
another. We start feeling like we are all
connected at the level of soul. When we
experience our unity and connected-
ness, we start caring about each other.
We want to help and serve each other.
The hungry cries of our neighbour’s
children will cause us as much pain as
the cries of our own children. We will
see the homeless person on the street
as per own homeless grandfather, and
we will be moved to help him. Our
vision will be broadened and we will
have compassion for the suffering of all
human beings and will want to help
them with all our heart.

HOW CAN WE DEVELOP THIS NOBLE
VISION? 

We can do so by awakening spiri-
tually. A method can open our spiritu-
al sight so that we can wash away hatred

and replace it with love and peace. That
method is a simple technique of med-
itation, by sitting in stillness for some
time, we can get in touch with our soul.
We will find that we are much more
than this outer body and mind. We will
discover our spiritual essence that is
filled with love, peace and bliss. When
we identify with our soul, we will realise
our oneness with God. 

How many of us have yearned to
have a divine vision of God? For
many, finding God is a dream that hard-
ly seems possible, but many people
through the ages have seen God. They
have merged with God. How did they
do it? They all used one technique. We
may call that technique inversion,
concentration, or meditation. They
sat in the stillness, directed their atten-
tion within, and ultimately discovered
their soul and God. When we do so, we
attain the state reached by all the great
saints and founders of religions. We
become loving, kind, peaceful and
giving human beings. 

In Meditation we come in contact

with a divine power. This power man-
ifests itself as a loving light. When we
contact this light within ourselves, we
experience a profound peace, bliss, hap-
piness unlike any we can find in this
world. The beauty of meditation is that
this intoxication remains with us even
after we resume our daily activities. 

When we rise above our physical
body and experience the Divine Light,
we also see that all other beings are also
souls. We see that the same Light is
within us is within everyone else. We
start to realise that we are all souls, all
part of God. Thus we start caring about
all living things. In this way, our per-
sonal attainment of peace and happi-
ness will contribute to a golden age of
peace and happiness on earth. 

INNER PEACE LEADS TO OUTER
PEACE

We can develop our spiritual side.
By learning meditation, we can spend
some time each day coming in contact
with God within ourselves. As God
bathes us in love and bliss, we are

cleansed of the years of habits that
caused us to have hatred and prejudices.
In this state of peace and love, we are
then able to develop the qualities of for-
giveness and compassion for those who
have hurt us. God instilled in us the
qualities of love, forgiveness, and com-
passion. The Lord holds our hands as
we take our first step toward reconcil-
iation and peace.

As we become more peaceful our-
selves, we begin to radiate peace to all
those with whom we come in contact.
Peace begins with us. By transforming
ourselves, we can transform others,
including our family, community, soci-
ety, and eventually the whole world. In
this way, we will be building a peace-
ful, safe world for our children, poster-
ity, and ourselves. It all begins with the
first step and that is forgiveness.
Forgiveness will lead to inner peace, and
this inner peace will blossom into outer
peace in the world, enriching every
heart and making this world a much
better and peaceful place to live.

The writer is a spiritual leader

Ethics for the
modern times

Artah worshippers
ENERGY, TECHNOLOGY, TRADE

The primary driver of the India-Russia
strategic partnership is its contribution to
the transformation of the two countries in
the 21st century. Bilateral cooperation in
energy, technology, and trade to achieve this
objective is a priority for both countries. The
Summit is expected to endorse three energy
cooperation projects, viz. investments by
ONGC-Videsh, Indian Oil and Oil India
into Russia’s Rosneft owned Vostok which
has an estimated reserve of about 6 billion
tonnes of crude oil; potential Indian invest-
ment into the Arctic LNG-2 gas field in
Siberia which has 461 billion cubic metres of
natural gas; and possible Russian investment
into the Paradip cracker plant in Odisha,
which will open a new avenue of coopera-
tion in petrochemicals.

Nuclear energy, with its strong linkage
with international security, plays a big role in
India’s energy security framework. Today,
Russia is the only major nuclear power part-
nering India after the historic 2008 waiver
given by the Nuclear Suppliers Group. India’s
largest nuclear power plant at Kudankulam
in Tamil Nadu is an India-Russia project for
six nuclear power reactors of 1000W each, of
which two units came on stream in 2017,
two more are expected to be operational in
2027, and construction of the fifth and sixth
units was begun on 29 June 2021.

Three areas with a strong technological
imprint, viz. cooperation in outer space, the
digital economy, and the Blue Economy, are
expected to transform the contribution of
India-Russia scientific and technological col-
laboration to the strategic partnership. Space
cooperation has built upon on existing satel-
lite launches, the GLONASS navigation sys-
tem, and cooperation in training India’s
astronauts in Russia for India’s first manned
space mission (Gaganyaan) due to be
launched in late 2022 or early 2023. Digital
cooperation is spearheaded by youth-driven
digital innovation involving India’s Atal
Innovation Mission and Russia’s Sirius, and
encompasses areas such as additive manu-
facturing, 3D printing, blockchain, Artificial

Intelligence, and Big Data Analytics.
Cooperation in the Blue Economy, as part of
India’s SAGAR Indian Ocean policy, will
look at deep sea research and shipbuilding.
The Summit is expected to agree to establish
a Joint Commission on Science and
Technology.

The 2019 Vladivostok Summit’s target of
reaching $30 billion two-way trade by 2025
has been set back by the unexpected con-
traction of the economies of both countries
due to the Covid pandemic. In the financial
year ending March 2021, two-way trade was
valued at $9.31 billion, with Russian exports
to India accounting for $5.83 billion and
Indian exports to Russia $3.48 billion, most-
ly the result of public sector led trade.
Despite a growth of about 30% in the first
six months of 2021 compared with the same
period in 2020, the Summit will need to find
ways to significantly increase private sector
participation from both countries in trade
and investment relations, including through
greater financial sector cooperation.

PEOPLE TO PEOPLE
On 22 January 2020, India hosted the

first Ganga-Volga Dialogue, an idea that
emanated from discussions between
President Putin and Prime Minister

Modi.The Dialogue touched upon four
broad themes in the context of India-Russia
bilateral cooperation; viz. education, culture,
and civilisation; entrepreneurship and inno-
vation; trade routes including inland naviga-
tion; and India, Russia and Greater Eurasia.
The Summit’s endorsement of this initiative
will be a major impulse to encourage greater
people-to-people interaction and sustain
their strategic partnership.

THE WAY AHEAD
On 8 July 2021, speaking at the presti-

gious Primakov Institute in Moscow,
External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar
identified “geo-political compatibility, lead-
ership trust and popular sentiment” as the
key drivers of the India-Russia special and
privileged strategic partnership. Both India
and Russia seek a multi-polar world, where
“no single country is able to impose its will
through domination or through military
force.” This will be the key takeaway of the
21st India-Russia Summit.

The author was India’s Ambassador to
the United Nations (2013-2015) and India’s

Deputy Ambassador to the Russian
Federation (2001-2005). He is a

Distinguished Fellow of the Vivekananda
International Foundation, New Delhi

COMING OF AGE: THE 21ST INDIA-RUSSIA SUMMIT
Driven by needs/difficulties, the artah stage of a soul marks
the start of spiritual journey, writes AJIT KUMAR BISHNOI

Forgiveness leads to inner peace, and inner peace blossoms into
outer peace, enriching every heart, shares SANT RAJINDER SINGH

FORGIVENESS & PEACE

IN MEDITATION
WE COME IN

CONTACT WITH A
DIVINE POWER.

THIS POWER
MANIFESTS
ITSELF AS A

LOVING LIGHT
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T
he 21st bilateral India-Russia Summit
scheduled for December 6, 2021
marks the coming of age of the special
and strategic privileged partnership
between the two countries. This will

be President Vladimir Putin’s second foreign
visit after the onset of the Covid pandemic in
March 2020, and his first to any country in Asia,
signaling the salience and resilience of the India-
Russia strategic partnership. The annual summit
mechanism, proposed by Russia’s President dur-
ing his first official visit to India in October
2000, has vindicated its role in steering the
India-Russia strategic partnership through the
momentous changes of the past two decades.

BACKGROUND
The 2019 India-Russia Summit at

Vladivostok charted innovative approaches to
sustain and broaden India-Russia relations.
These included the long-term participation of
both countries in each other’s strategic sectors
such as defence, energy, and technology. The
resource-rich Russian Far East was added as a
new dimension for trade and economic coopera-
tion between enterprises of India’s constituent
states and Russia’s eastern regions, pushing coop-
eration in Asia as the new frontier of India-
Russia relations. A $1 billion Indian line of credit
was earmarked to implement this initiative,
which would be sustained by a new maritime
link between Vladivostok and Chennai through
the Pacific and Indian oceans.

THE COVID PANDEMIC
The unexpected Covid pandemic created a

barrier to the smooth implementation of these
objectives, leading to the postponement of the
2020 India-Russia Summit. Despite this setback,
the close personal interaction between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and President Putin,
who have met 19 times since 2014, bridged the
physical gap by using digital communications
technologies to maintain the momentum, trust,
and dialogue that are the hallmarks of India-
Russia strategic relations.

A phone conversation on March 25, 2020
between the two leaders resulted in an agree-
ment on ways to maintain the progress and
warmth of bilateral relations. A joint response to
the pandemic began in April 2020, when India
lifted its ban on export of medicines to Russia to
mitigate Covid. By mid-2020, the Gamaleya
Research Institute of Russia developed the
Sputnik-V human adenovirus vector platform
vaccine against Covid. In April 2021, after clini-
cal trials in India, the Sputnik-V vaccine joined
Covishield and Covaxin on the list of vaccines
registered for emergency use in India. In May
2021, joint manufacturing of the Sputnik-V vac-
cine in India through the Russian Direct
Investment Fund (RDIF) was initiated, adding to
the pool of Indian manufactured vaccines
against Covid for domestic and international use
in third countries.

DEFENCE AND FOREIGN POLICY DIALOGUE
President Putin and Prime Minister Modi

agreed in a telephone conversation on April 28,
2021 to institutionalise a 2+2 Ministerial India-
Russia Dialogue on foreign and defence cooper-
ation to anchor the bilateral strategic partner-
ship.The first India-Russia 2+2 Dialogue is
expected to take place on the margins of the 21st
Summit, 

The ferocious border confrontation between
India and China in May 2020 at Galwan caused
another challenge for India-Russia relations, as
Russia was chairing the trilateral Russia-India-
China (RIC) grouping in 2020. However, by par-

ticipating in the RIC videoconference meeting of
foreign ministers on June 23, 2020, and subse-
quently in a physical ministerial meeting in
Moscow on September 10, 2020, Indian and
Chinese foreign ministers were able to hold a
bilateral “frank and constructive discussion” and
agree on the need for new confidence-building
measures. India has acknowledged its apprecia-
tion for Russia’s regular arms supplies to India
for Russian origin defence equipment during
this period.

The focus on long-term India-Russia
defence cooperation benefited from regular
interaction between India’s Raksha Mantri Shri
Rajnath Singh and Russian Defence Minister
General Sergei Shoigu during the past two years.
The Raksha Mantri participated in the events in
Moscow marking the 75th anniversary of the
Soviet Union’s victory over Nazi Germany on
June 24, 2020, and interacted bilaterally with his
Russian counterpart during his visit to Moscow
for the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) Defence Ministers meeting on September
3, 2020, and the SCO Defence Ministers meeting
in Tajikistan on July 28, 2021.

The outcome of this interaction includes the
first manufacturing joint venture between India
and Russia with transfer of technology for about
600,000 world-class AK-203 Kalashnikov rifles
at the Korwa Ordnance Factory in Amethi, Uttar
Pradesh. Other outcomes include the manufac-
ture and co-production of four Project 1135.6
naval Frigates; the supply of 400 more T-90
tanks; additional supplies of Su-30 MKI, as well
as the MiG-29 aircraft; and additional supplies of
the MANGO ammunition & VSHORAD sys-
tems. The supply of the first unit of the S-400 air
defence systems from Russia to India contracted
in 2018 is to be completed by the end of 2021.
India and Russia are expected to sign an agree-
ment on reciprocal logistic support for each
other’s armed forces that come for exercises in
either country. 

The current value of India-Russia defence
contracts is between $9-10 billion, making
Russia a top defence partner of India. By partici-
pating in the Make in India programme, Russia
has committed to the transfer of defence tech-
nologies to India that it does not share with
other countries, while Russian investments in
Indian defence production will generate employ-
ment and boost defence exports. This approach
mirrors India’s investments in Russia’s defence
manufacturing sector two decades ago, which
resulted in the supply of technologically
advanced equipment for all three services of
India’s armed forces, including the BrahMos
missile system. The Summit is expected to
extend the mandate of the India-Russia Military
Technical Cooperation platform chaired by the
two Defence Ministers by ten years to 2031. 

A similar process of regular interaction
between India’s External Affairs Minister Dr S
Jaishankar and Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov has enabled the India-Russia strategic
partnership to respond in a calibrated manner to
international challenges. Besides the RIC meet-
ing of 2020, India’s foreign minister has visited
Moscow for the SCO Foreign Ministers meeting
in September 2020 and for a bilateral visit in July
2021, while the Russian foreign minister visited
India in April 2021. The two ministers have
interacted in the Brazil-Russia-India-China-
South Africa (BRICS) framework twice through
videoconferencing during Russia’s chairmanship
in 2020, and once in 2021 under India’s chair-
manship.

This interaction has been buttressed by con-
sultations on India-Russia engagement on bilat-
eral, regional, and multilateral issues. Experts

from both sides met in December 2020 to coor-
dinate views on issues on the UN Security
Council (UNSC) agenda, while discussions on
the 21st Summit were held at foreign secretary
level in Moscow in February 2021.The conver-
gence of Indian and Russian positions in the
UNSC on Myanmar, Syria, Yemen, Palestine, the
UNSC Taliban sanctions regime, and UN peace-
keeping operations during 2021 reflect the out-
come of this cooperation. 

MARITIME SECURITY AND CONNECTIVITY
The strategic rapport between the top lead-

ers of India and Russia was on international dis-
play on August 9, 2021, when Prime Minister
Modi chaired a special meeting of the UNSC on
maritime security. President Putin was the only
Head of State of a UNSC permanent member
who spoke at this meeting, which endorsed a
holistic approach to maritime security.

Russia’s proposal in August 2019 to establish
“a security and cooperation organisation in the
Gulf” has assumed a deeper significance for the
India-Russia strategic partnership in 2021. Apart
from its impact on stability in the Gulf region
including Iran, such a regional structure can
generate confidence in two major connectivity
projects that India and Russia have pursued in
recent years — the International North South
Transport Corridor (INSTC) linking Russia
through Iran with India proposed in 2000, and
the Chabahar project linking India, Iran,
Afghanistan, Central Asia, and Russia proposed
in 2016.

Greater regional cooperation in the western
Indian Ocean will provide stability for the free
flow of navigation along two major sea lanes of
communication through the Red Sea and
Yemen, and through the Straits of Hormuz.
These routes transport a significant volume of
India’s international trade, energy imports and
international digital traffic.

A similar holistic approach to maritime
security will sustain the Eastern Maritime
Corridor proposed by the India-Russia Summit
in 2019 to link Russia and India through the
Pacific and Indian Oceans as part of India’s Act
Far East policy.The first steps to modernise the
port infrastructure of Chennai and Vladivostok
have been initiated during the past six months.
Eventually, the Eastern Maritime Corridor will
connect India to ports in the Arctic. 

India has emphasized the “centrality” of the
ASEAN in any sustainable maritime security
arrangement in the Indo-Pacific. The first-ever
Russia-ASEAN naval exercises off Sumatra in
early December 2021 demonstrates a similar
emphasis on ASEAN-centrality, leading to India-
Russia convergence in the maritime domain.

AFGHANISTAN AND COUNTERING TERRORISM
President Putin and Prime Minister Modi

held a telephonic conversation on August 28,
2021 on the unexpected takeover of
Afghanistan by the Taliban disregarding calls
for an “inclusive” government. The leaders
agreed to cooperate in countering the common
threats emanating from Afghanistan, such as
terrorism, drug trafficking and the impact on
Central Asian security. This objective has been
integrated into the India-Russia strategic part-
nership by the first meeting of the India-Russia
High Level Mechanism on Afghanistan on
September 8, 2021, India’s official participation
in the Moscow format talks on Afghanistan in
Moscow on October 20, 2021, and Russia’s par-
ticipation at the National Security Advisers
Conference on Afghanistan hosted by India on
November 10-11, 2021, in which Iran and the
five Central Asian states participated, but
Pakistan and China did not.

Forgiveness leads to inner peace,
and inner peace blossoms into

outer peace, enriching every heart

I think there's a part of
a woman that wants to

be the thing that
breaks a man down
— Dakota Johnson
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World Health Organization has
declared Omicron (B.1.1.529) a
variant of concern. Preliminary

Both India and Russia seek a multi-polar
world, where “no single country is able to
impose its will through domination or
through military force”. This will be the key
takeaway of the 21st India-Russia Summit
scheduled to be held on December 6,
writes ASOKE MUKERJI

COMING OF AGE:
THE 21ST INDIA-
RUSSIA SUMMIT

President Putin and Prime Minister Modi at Vladivostok Summit 2019
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A
fter Delta, any other variant
which has stirred fear among
people is the new Omicron
mutant. Originating in South
Africa, it has now spread to 24

countries including India. On December 2,
2021, the country observed and confirmed
its first two cases in Karnataka. One of them
was a South African national. 

Based on the evidence presented to the
World Health Organization’s Technical
Advisory Group on Virus Evolution (TAG-
VE) that Omicron has several mutations that
may have an impact on how it behaves, on
November 26, 2021, WHO designated the
variant Omicron (B.1.1.529) a variant of
concern (VOC) on the advice of TAG-VE.
According to WHO, this variant has a large
number of mutations, some of which are
concerning. Preliminary evidence suggests
an increased risk of reinfection with this
variant, as compared to other VOCs.  

Scientists are still gathering data to
establish how contagious Omicron is, and
the severity of the illness it causes. “Omicron
variant has a large number of mutations,
some of which are concerning. Researchers
around the world are conducting studies to
better understand transmissibility, severity
and immune escape capabilities of Omicron.
WHO commends countries which have been
able to quickly detect and report cases of the
new Variant of Concern,” says Dr Poonam
Khetrapal Singh, Regional Director, WHO
South-East Asia Region.

Talking about the severity of infection,
Dr Anurag Aggarwal, Consultant Internal
Medicine, says,  “This variant has a large
number of mutations, some of which are
concerning. Preliminary evidence suggests
an increased risk of reinfection with this
variant, as compared to other variants of
concern.” 

Aggarwal, citing Professor Tulio de
Oliveira, the director of the Centre for
Epidemic Response and Innovation in South
Africa, tells us that there was an ‘unusual
constellation of mutations’ and that it was
‘very different’ to other variants that have
circulated. “It is incredibly heavily mutated.
There were 50 mutations overall and more
than 30 on the spike protein, which is the
target of most vaccines and the key the virus
uses to unlock the doorway into our body's
cells. Further, the receptor binding domain
(that's the part of the virus that makes first
contact with our body's cells) has 10 muta-
tions compared to just two for the Delta
variant that swept the world,” explains
Aggarwal.

After travel rules easing down post-sec-
ond wave, it is obvious that people would
travel everywhere after being caged for more
than a year. With that, it is understandable
that people will carry the virus from one
place to another, even after the major chunk
of the population is vaccinated. 

“The confirmation of the Omicron, a
variant of concern today by India, the first
two cases in WHO South-East Asia Region,
was not unexpected in view of the intercon-
nected world that we live in. This emphasises
the need for all countries to step up surveil-
lance, to be on alert and rapidly detect any
importation and take measures to curtail
further spread of the virus,” says Singh. 

She adds that the response measures for
all variants, including Omicron, is the same
as that for SARs CoV2. Comprehensive and
tailored public health and social measures by
Governments, and strict adherence to pre-
ventive and precautionary measures by indi-
viduals, is a must.  People must wear a well-
fitting mask which covers their nose and
mouth well, keep distance, avoid poorly ven-
tilated or crowded spaces, keep hands clean,
cover cough and sneeze and get vaccinated.
And continue to take all precautionary mea-
sures even after getting vaccinated. All trav-
elers must adhere to public health and social
measures at all times and remain vigilant for
signs and symptoms of COVID-19. 

Talking about the number of mutations,
Dr Arunesh Kumar, HOD & Senior
Consultant- Pulmonology tells us that this
new variant is a matter of concern in India
too. It has more than 30 mutations. With
time, we will get to know more about this
new variant. “This virus can invade our
immunity. Therefore, we need to follow
COVID appropriate behavior” he says. 

The existing vaccines might or might not
be effective against the Omicron variant and
extensive research is being done to find out
the same. “It is still to be known how effec-

tive vaccination would be in such a case,” he
tells us. 

Talking about the new wave smashing
Europe, Kumar says the main reason behind
the new COVID wave in Europe is people
not wearing masks. From the last couple of
months, many Governments have put
leniency when it comes to wearing masks.
This actually has led to a new wave. “If we
don’t let our guards down, we can control
COVID,” he adds. 

Dr Shuchin Bajaj, Founder Director,
Ujala Cygnus Group of Hospitals says, “This
is the 5th variant of concern and overall the
15th variant of COVID-19. We already have
flights being banned and travel restrictions
in place. Therefore, we need to follow
COVID-appropriate behavior like wearing
masks, following social distancing, and regu-
lar use of sanitizer.

With the festive season upon us, we need
to make sure that we take proper measures
and keep safe as much as possible. "Although
the so-called third wave has not eventuate as
yet, the sudden appearance and the spread of
omicron – a new variant of COVID-19 –
across several countries has brought back
memories of the second wave and its visibly
devastating all-round consequences on peo-
ple in the country. This means that we must
shake off the complacency which was creep-
ing in and instead get back to observing the
same COVID-appropriate protocols and
behaviour as we did before with utmost seri-
ousness and discipline. So, while we resume
wearing double masks, using sanitizers and
maintaining social distancing, because of the
fact that the virus can be airborne and trans-
mitted through the air, we must also contin-
ue to employ indoor air purification systems
in order to pre-empt any threat from the
new strain, or any strain of the virus for that
matter. Since people are now more likely to
stay indoors for a greater duration due to the
newly-perceived threat from the new variant,
the role of indoor air purifiers with their
ability to inactivate microbial pathogens
including viruses and bacteria will continue
to be critical to people’s health," says
Himanshu Agarwal, CEO, Magneto
CleanTech.  

“In the festive season, people tend to put
all the COVID appropriate behavior on the
back seat. But, time has again come when we
have to adhere to all the COVID-appropriate
behavior diligently. Avoiding social gather-
ings is essential. It’s understandable that
we’ve all been compelled to stay inside and
avoid social interaction for almost twenty
months. However, if we are to completely
eradicate this virus, we must limit its spread.
This means we'll have to avoid social gather-
ings for a while longer. Even if you are fully
vaccinated, following the protocol and avoid-
ing social gatherings will help. When you're
outside, maintain social distance,” says
Kumar. 
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It is incredibly heavily mutated. There
were 50 mutations overall and more than
30 on the spike protein, which is the
target of most vaccines and the key the
virus uses to unlock the doorway into our
body's cells

— DR ANURAG AGGARWAL
Consultant Internal Medicine, QRG Super

Speciality Hospital, Faridabad
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SAFETY COMES FIRST 

v Children over the age of five should also
be encouraged to wear masks

v Maintaining a six-foot social distance
while outside the home should always be
followed 

v Hand sanitisation should be practiced
every 5-6 hours or whenever one goes
out

v Masks should be worn at all times when
leaving the house. It should be worn in
such a way that it should cover your
mouth and nostrils properly.  Used masks
should be washed on a regular basis to
avoid opportunistic infections 

v Quarantine guidelines need to be modified
by the centre and state government so
that we can restrict the transmission of
the virus 

v People should immediately get
themselves tested if they are experiencing
fever, scratchy throat, low oxygen level
and feeling lethargic all the time

World Health Organization has declared Omicron (B.1.1.529) a variant of concern. Preliminary
evidence suggests there may be an increased risk of reinfection among elderly and the

immunocompromised. SUPRIYA RAMESH speaks with experts to bring you a report 

IN THE FESTIVE SEASON,
COVID-APPROPRIATE

BEHAVIOUR TAKES A BACK
SEAT. BUT, TIME HAS AGAIN

COME WHEN WE HAVE TO
ADHERE TO ALL THE

PROTOCOLS DILIGENTLY —
AVOIDING SOCIAL GATHERINGS

IS ESSENTIAL. IT’S
UNDERSTANDABLE THAT WE’VE
ALL BEEN COMPELLED TO STAY

INSIDE AND AVOID SOCIAL
INTERACTION FOR ALMOST

TWENTY MONTHS. HOWEVER,
IF WE ARE TO COMPLETELY
ERADICATE THIS VIRUS, WE

MUST LIMIT ITS SPREAD
— DR ARUNESH KUMAR, 

HOD & SENIOR CONSULTANT-
PULMONOLOGY, 

PARAS HOSPITALS, 
GURUGRAM



M
umbai-born left-arm spin-
ner Ajaz Patel on Saturday

entered the record books
as he became only the third bowler in
the 144-year-old history of Test crick-
et to take all 10 wickets in an innings

on the second day of the second
match against India here.

Patel, who had migrated to
New Zealand with his parents back in

1996, ended the Indian innings with
figures of 47.5-12-119-10 to equal

England great Jim Laker and Indian
legend Anil Kumble, who had

achieved the rarest of rare feat in Test
cricket.

The 33-year-old Patel, who is
playing in his 11th Test, had only two

five wicket hauls and a best match
haul of seven wickets before

Saturday's feat.
He bowled four separate

spells of 24-10-57-4, 5-0-16-0, 6-0-16-
2, 12.5-2-30-4 and got his 10th and

final wicket in the form of
Mohammed Siraj, who tried a slog

and was caught by another player of
Indian origin Rachin Ravindra.   Patel

got a standing ovation from the
Indian team as the umpires handed

him the coveted ball while leading his
team off the field.   Incidentally, Patel

is the second player after Douglas
Jardine, who has played against India

in his city of birth.

A
police sub inspector
was suspended for
allegedly refusing to

register a case of gangrape in
Rajasthan's Bharatpur district,
an official said on Saturday.

A 19-year-old woman was
allegedly abducted and gan-
graped by two men when she
was was on her way to college
on November 29. Though she
initially kept the incident
under wraps, she later revealed
her ordeal to her family mem-

bers, following which they
arrived at the Ucchain police
station on Thursday, Bharatpur
Superintendent of Police
Devendra Bishnoi said.

“Station House Office
Shravan Pathak, a sub inspec-

tor, refused to register a case.
The woman's family mem-
bers met me yesterday and
lodged a complaint. A case of
gangrape was registered and
the SHO was suspended,” the
SP said. 
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T
he Omicron variant of the virus
that causes COVID-19 likely
acquired at least one of its

mutations by picking up a snippet of
genetic material from another virus -
possibly one that causes the common
cold - present in the same infected
cells, according to researchers.

This genetic sequence does not
appear in any earlier versions of the
coronavirus, called SARS-CoV-2, but
is ubiquitous in many other viruses
including those that cause the com-
mon cold, and also in the human
genome, researchers said. By insert-
ing this particular snippet into itself,
Omicron might be making itself look
"more human," which would help it
evade attack by the human immune
system, said Venky Soundararajan of
Cambridge, Massachusetts-based data
analytics firm nference, who led the
study posted on Thursday on the
website OSF Preprints.

This could mean the virus trans-
mits more easily, while only causing
mild or asymptomatic disease.
Scientists do not yet know whether
Omicron is more infectious than
other variants, whether it causes more
severe disease or whether it will over-

take Delta as the most prevalent vari-
ant. It may take several weeks to get
answers to these questions.

Cells in the lungs and in the gas-
trointestinal system can harbor
SARS-CoV-2 and common-cold
coronaviruses simultaneously, accord-
ing to earlier studies. Such co-infec-
tion sets the scene for viral recombi-
nation, a process in which two differ-
ent viruses in the same host cell inter-
act while making copies of them-
selves, generating new copies that
have some genetic material from both
"parents."

This new mutation could have first
occurred in a person infected with
both pathogens when a version of
SARS-CoV-2 picked up the genetic
sequence from the other virus,
Soundararajan and colleagues said in
the study, which has not yet been
peer-reviewed.

The same genetic sequence appears
many times in one of the coron-
aviruses that causes colds in people -
known as HCoV-229E - and in the
human immunodeficiency virus
(HIV) that causes AIDS,
Soundararajan said.

South Africa, where Omicron was

first identified, has the
world's highest rate of HIV,
which weakens the immune
system and increases a
person's vulnerability
to infections with
common-cold viruses
and other pathogens.
In that part of the
world, there are many
people in whom the
recombination that
added this ubiquitous
set of genes to
Omicron might have
occurred,
Soundararajan said.

"We probably missed
many generations of
recombinations" that
occurred over time and
that led to the emergence
of Omicron, Soundararajan
added.

More research is needed to confirm
the origins of Omicron's mutations
and their effects on function and
transmissibility. There are competing
hypotheses that the latest variant
might have spent some time evolving
in an animal host.

I
ndia should prioritise
double vaccinating its
eligible population

against Covid over booster
shots given the large number
of people still to get the base
layer of protection against
the infection, say scientists.

Concerns over the
Omicron variant and waning
vaccine-induced protection
against the infection have
highlighted the need for
boosters to protect the most
vulnerable. And while many
countries have already start-
ed giving booster shots, sev-
eral experts here said the pri-
ority in India has to be dif-
ferent given that large-scale
immunisation programme
began only six-eight months
go. 

In advocating putting
boosters on the back-burner
for the moment, the experts'
opinion runs counter to the
Indian SARS-CoV-2
Genomics Sequencing

Consortium (INSACOG)
that has recommended a
booster dose for those above
40 years in high-risk and
high-exposure populations.

The INSACOG is a net-
work of national testing labs
set up by the government to
monitor genomic variations
of COVID-19.

“We have a large propor-
tion of our population in the
below 18 age-group. Until
that is achieved, a uniform
policy for second booster, or
a third dose, is not advis-
able,” immunologist Vineeta
Bal told PTI, pointing out
that large-scale vaccination
in India began only in March
2021.

What we should focus on,
she said, is fully vaccinating
all the eligible population in
India and pushing for vacci-
nation of the under 18 age
group on a large scale.

“Consistent finding with
breakthrough infections is

that these episodes are less in
severity as compared to
unvaccinated. That still con-
firms that immunity does
exist in vaccinated individu-
als in India,” Bal, guest facul-
ty at Pune's Indian Institute
of Science Education and
Research, told PTI.

Satyajit Rath, from New
Delhi's National Institute of
Immunology (NII), added
that it is not clear yet if
boosters are needed for any
vaccine worldwide yet. “The
duration of immune respons-
es and protection are begin-
ning to show differences, too,
in recent studies. So I would
be loath to jump the gun and
say anything very definitive
about boosters based on
these data,” he told PTI.

Bal agreed that there is no
solid data on waning immu-
nity in India. In principle, of
course, immunity will wane
with time.

“Antibody levels in serum

will be lower six months
down the road than soon
after vaccination but that is
not the only and adequate
evidence of significant lower-
ing of protective immunity
which is based on immuno-
logical memory,” she added.

India reports 8603 fresh
Covid infections,
active cases remain
below 1 lakh

ith
8,603

people
testing posi-

tive for the
coronavirus

infection in a day,
India's tally of

cases rose to
3,46,24,360, but

active cases declined
to 99,974, according
to Union Health
Ministry data updated
on Saturday.

The death toll, how-
ever, climbed to
4,70,530 with 415
fatalities reported on
Saturday, the data
released at 8 am
showed.

The daily rise in
infections has

been below
50,000 for 160

consecutive
days now.

The
active

cases have
declined to 99,974,

comprising 0.29 per
cent of the total infec-
tions, the lowest since
March 2020, while the
COVID-19 recovery
rate was 98.35 per cent,
the health ministry
said.

A net decrease of
two cases has been
recorded in the active
COVID-19 cases in a
span of 24 hours,
according to the min-
istry.

The daily positivity
rate was recorded at
0.69 per cent. It has
been less than 2 per
cent for past 61 days
now.The weekly posi-
tivity rate was also
recorded at 0.81 per
cent. It has been below
1 per cent for the past
20 days, the ministry
data showed.

The number of peo-
ple who have recuper-
ated from the disease
rose to 3,40,53,856
while the case fatality
rate was recorded at
1.36 per cent. 

The cumulative
number of

Covid

vaccine
doses administered
in the country so far
under the nationwide
vaccination drive has
exceeded 126.53 crore.
India's COVID-19
tally had crossed the
20-lakh mark on
August 7, 2020, 30
lakh on August 23, 40
lakh on September 5
and 50 lakh on
September 16. 

It went past 60 lakh
on September 28, 70
lakh on October 11,
crossed 80 lakh on
October 29, 90 lakh on
November 20 and sur-
passed the one-crore
mark on December 19.
India crossed the grim
milestone of two crore
on May 4 and three
crore on June 23. 
The 415 new fatalities
include 269 from
Kerala and 100 from
Maharashtra.

Bihar is reconciling
its data. It is still await-
ed and thus not
included in the death
toll. Kerala has been
reconciling deaths
since past few days,
hence the death
tally of

the
state is
high, the
ministry
said. 

A total of
4,70,530 deaths
have been report-
ed so far in the
country including
1,41,149 from
Maharashtra, 41,124
from Kerala, 38,220
from Karnataka,
36,513 from Tamil
Nadu, As many as
25,098 fatalities have
been from Delhi,
22,911 from Uttar
Pradesh and 19,523
from West Bengal.

The Health
Ministry stressed
that more than 70
per cent of the
deaths
occurred due
to comor-
bidities.

Double vaccinate against Covid first,
experts say amid calls for booster shots

V
eteran Kannada
actor S Shivaram,
whose stint in the

film industry spans more
than six decades, died at a
private hospital here on
Saturday. He was 83.

Speaking to reporters
outside the hospital, his
son S Lakshmish said "My
father Shivaram is no
more with us. Doctors at
Prashant Hospital had
done their best to help him recover but unfortunate-
ly destiny had its plan. We have to accept it."

Born on January 28, 1938 in a Tamil Brahmin
family,  Shivaram, popularly known as
Shivaramanna, had been a versatile actor who
played various roles ranging from hero to support-
ing character in over 60 movies, besides directing
and producing films.

He started his acting stint with 'Beratha Jeeva' in
1965 but made a mark with the movie 'Dudde
Doddappa'  and 'Lagna Patrike'.

He was admired for his roles in 'Naagarahavu',
'Nanobba Kalla', 'Yajamana', 'Apthamitra' and
'Hombisilu'.

The veteran filmmaker launched Rashi Brothers
by teaming up with his sibling S Ramanathan and
gave some hit movies such as 'Gejje Pooje' and
'Upasane'. Shivaram was active in the field and
recently did the movie 'Snehitha'.

Mourning his death, former Chief Minister B S
Yediyurappa tweeted, "I am deeply saddened by the
news that the veteran actor of Kannada cinema is no
more. He was also a director and producer. He had
also acted in several television serials."

Omicron variant may have picked
up a piece of common-cold virus

SHO in Rajasthan suspended for
refusing to register gangrape case

Ajaz Patel now in league
with Laker and Kumble

PEOPLE MISSING, HUNT IS ON
HIGH RISK AMID OMICRON SCARE

I
n Uttar Pradesh's Meerut,
13 of nearly 300 people on
flights originating outside

the country disappeared after
providing false addresses and
contact information. Seven
flew in from South Africa,
where the Omicron variant
was first reported, news
agency ANI reported.
Officials are trying to track
and test them for COVID-19,
ANI said.

Chandigarh officials have
registered a case against a
woman who returned from
South Africa and broke quar-
antine rules on landing in
India. The woman landed
Wednesday and tested nega-
tive on arrival. She was asked
to home quarantine for a
week, but she broke isolation
the following day to check
into a hotel before returning
home. As many as 10 passen-
gers - reportedly South

Africans - have gone missing
from Bengaluru airport.
Karnataka Revenue Minister
R Ashok said airport security,
police and the health depart-
ment are working to track
them down and carry out
Covid tests.

This comes after a 66-
year-old South African -
India's first confirmed
Omicron Covid case - "fled"
the country a week after
landing in Bengaluru. The
man, who had received both
vaccine doses, tested posi-
tive on arrival and (because
he was asymptomatic) asked
to self-isolate. His samples
were sent for testing.

12 suspected Omicron
cases have been admitted to
a Delhi hospital after arriv-
ing on international flights
over the past few days. Eight
have tested positive for
Covid. Results for the other

four have not yet been
released. Samples have
been forwarded for
genome sequencing to
confirm the strain on
Friday, two international
passengers, including a
child, coming from an 'at
risk' nation tested Covid
positive on arrival at
Chennai airport. Samples
have been sent for sequenc-
ing. The Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment has denied reports
they are Friday, nine
members of a Jaipur
family tested positive
days after four
returned from South
Africa. The latter four
have been isolated at a
government hospital in
Jaipur and sam-
ples from all nine
have been sent for
DNA sequencing,
news agency PTI said.

Modern AK-203 rifles with

range over 3 football fields

to be made in UP

A
gun-manufacturing plant in Uttar Pradesh's Amethi to make over
five lakh high-powered AK-203 rifles has been cleared by the cen-
tre. The plant that will come up in Amethi's Korwa will add to

India's self-reliance in defence manufacturing, the government said in a
statement, adding the project will create jobs and help medium and
small enterprises with order for raw material supplies.

India will partner with Russia, from where the original AK-47 came,
in manufacturing the modern AK-203.

This assault rifle fires the much larger 7.62 mm rounds that has better

penetrating power, while similar
rifles with less stopping power fires
the smaller 5.56 mm rounds.

The AK-203 assault rifles will
replace the INSAS rifles that have
been in service for over three
decades. The modern version of the
Russian-origin rifle has an effective
range of 300 metres or more than
three football fields, is lightweight
and robust.

The modern technology used in
the new rifles will enable them to use
hi-tech add-ons like special sights
and grips, useful for special forces
missions. The assault rifles will
enhance operational effectiveness of
the Indian Army in counter insur-
gency and counter-terrorism opera-
tions, the government said in the
statement.

Veteran Kannada film actor
S Shivaram dies at 83
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