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Aamra ashol poriborton chai
(we want real change).”

That is how Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
referred to the political will of
the people of an election-
bound Bengal.

“The people have made up
their mind to bring about the
real poriborton… the one that
will restore Bengal to its glori-
ous past converting it to the real
Sonar Bangla (Golden
Bengal),” the Prime Minister

told a mammoth rally at
Shahganj in Hooghly district
about 50 km from Kolkata.

The Prime Minister inau-
gurated the extension of Metro
Railway from Noapara to
Dakshineswar and flagged off
the first service on this 4.1 km
stretch — constructed at a cost
of �464 crore — joining the two
famous Kali Temples of
Dakshineshwar and Kalighat.

The PM used the occasion
to launch a scathing attack on
the Mamata Banerjee
Government for “only perpe-

trating appeasement politics
and doing nothing for the peo-
ple of the State who brought
her to power with great hopes.”

Slamming the alleged “cut-
money culture, syndicate raj,”
criminalisation of politics and
politicisation of administra-
tion, the Prime Minister said,
“Bengal will continue to lag
behind till syndicate raj and cut
money culture continues in the
State,” reminding how in the
past people from other States
came to Kolkata for earning
their bread “but today the local

people have to move out to
other States for employment.”

“This situation will not
improve till there is a real
poriborton,” the Prime
Minister said and referred to
“little” progress made in the
implementation of the Central
schemes like “Jal Jeevan
Mission” aimed at reaching
drinking water lines to every
household.

“At a time when other
States are implementing the
scheme quickly so that their
women do not have to go
miles away to fetch drinking
water and so that all the citizens
can get clean potable water free
from disease, the Government
here is sitting over the scheme,”
Modi said.

The PM added that the
Centre had sanctioned �1,700
crore for the project targeting
1.75 crore families… but the
State has managed to cover
only 9 lakh families spending
�609 crore. “It has siphoned off
the remaining funds,” he said.

Attacking the Trinamool
Congress Government for pro-
moting Tolabaji (extortion),
syndicate, and cut-money,
instead of nationalism, the PM
alleged the farmers of Bengal
who produce paddy, jute, etc,
were being looted.

“There will be no relief for
them till we do not set up mod-
ern industries like food pro-
cessing industries,” he said,
adding there was an urgent
need to modernise infrastruc-

ture in the State.
“When I meet Bengali peo-

ple abroad they say that they
want to come and invest here
but cannot do so because of cut
money culture … even if you
go to hire a house you need to
pay up cut money here so how

can the State develop… for this
you need real change,” he said.

“When our party would
come to power, we will convert
Bengal known for its Tolabaji
into Sonar Bangla. We will
take quick decisions to ensure
steady development,” he said.
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On the fifth consecutive day,
active Covid-19 cases in

the country continue to rise,
crossing the 1.5 lakh mark in 17
days, which is the steepest
overall increase since
November-end, an indication
of the second wave of infection
setting in.

The increase in active cases
is also double than 1.5 per cent
recorded this time last week.

The total number of new
cases reported per day has also
increased from a low of 9,121
on February 16 to 14,199 on
Monday, with the seven-day
moving average increasing by
13.8 per cent. The total tally of
Covid-19 cases on Monday
crossed 1.10 crore and the toll
reached close to 1,56,500.

The spike in national num-
bers comes as five States —
Maharashtra, Kerala, Punjab,
Chhattisgarh and Madhya
Pradesh — report increased
daily numbers. 

The Centre has warned all
five States that continued
“adherence to Covid-appro-
priate behaviour” is critical to
breaking the chain of trans-
mission and contain coron-
avirus.

“Over 74 per cent of active
cases are in Kerala and
Maharashtra... there has also

been a spike in Chhattisgarh
and Madhya Pradesh... Punjab
and Jammu & Kashmir are also
witnessing a surge in daily
new cases,” the Health Ministry
said on Sunday.

In Maharashtra, the worst-
affected State, the seven-day
moving average of new cases
was 5,230 this morning — the
highest since 5,576 on
December 2. 

This morning 6,971 new
cases were reported in 24 hours
— the most since October 24,
when 7,347 were detected.

In Kerala, the second
worst-affected State, the seven-
day moving average of new
cases was 4,361 this morning
and 4,070 new cases were
reported in 24 hours.
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The Congress Government
in Puducherry fell on

Monday after Chief Minister V
Narayanasamy resigned ahead
of the confidence vote in the
Assembly after his coalition
Ministry was reduced to a
minority due to a spate of res-
ignations of party MLAs and a
DMK legislator recently.

Narayanasamy met Lt
Governor Tamilisai
Soundararajan and submitted
the resignation of his four-
member Cabinet, ahead of the
Assembly elections due in
April-May.

With the exit of the
Congress Government in
Puducherry days after the visit
of former party president
Rahul Gandhi to the Union
Territory, now Punjab,
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh
are the only three States in the
country ruled by the grand old
party.

Holding that Speaker VP
Sivakolundhu did not put to
vote the motion moved by

him for a confidence vote, the
Congress veteran said the for-
mer’s ruling that it stood defeat-
ed was “incorrect and invalid.”
He said the party will see legal
help surrounding the issue of
voting rights of nominated
members.

DMK chief MK Stalin,
whose party is an ally of the
Congress here, also slammed
the Opposition for the fall of
the Government and hailed
Narayanasamy for “upholding
democracy.”
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In a shocking development,
seven-time Lok Sabha mem-

ber from the Union Territory of
Dadra and Nagar Haveli
Mohan S Delkar, 58, was found
hanging in a hotel in the
Marine Drive in South
Mumbai on Monday.

Survived by wife, a son and
a daughter, Delkar is suspect-
ed to have committed suicide
and his body was found in his
hotel room on Monday morn-
ing. The investigators have
recovered a suicide note from
the crime scene.

The leader of the Bharatiya
Navshakti Party had checked
into the Sea Green Hotel locat-
ed along the Sea facing Marine
Drive in south Mumbai. 

“A suicide note (written in
Gujarati) was found at the
spot. 

The body has been sent for
post-mortem,” Deputy
Commissioner of Police and

Mumbai Police spokesperson
Chaitanya S said.

Known popularly as
Mohanbhai, Delkar was a
member of the Standing
Committee on Personnel,
Public Grievances, Law and
Justice and a member of the
Consultative Committee,
Ministry of Home Affairs.

He represented the Dadra
Nagar Haveli seat in the Lok
Sabha for seven terms — the
earlier being in 1989 as an
Independent, 1991 and 1996
from the Congress, 1998 as a
BJP candidate, 1999 as an
Independent and in 2004 on
Bharatiya Navshakti Party, a
political outfit floated by him.
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The Indian Medical
Association (IMA) on

Monday took strong exception
to the claim of WHO certifi-
cation for Patanjali’s Coronil
tablet. Refuting the company
claims that Coronil is an evi-
dence-based medicine to fight
Covid-19, the IMA demanded
an explanation from Union
Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan in whose presence the
medicine was launched.

This comes in the wake of
global health body, WHO, clar-
ifying that it has not reviewed
or certified the effectiveness of
any traditional medicine for the
treatment of Covid-19.

Yoga guru Ramdev’s
Patanjali Ayurved  on February
19 claimed the Coronil tablet

had received certification from
the Ayush Ministry as a med-
icine supporting Covid-19
treatment as per the WHO’s
certification scheme.

However, Patanjali’s man-
aging director Acharya
Balkrishna clarified: “We want
to clarify to avoid confusion
that our WHO GMP compliant
COPP certificate to Coronil is
issued by DCGI.It is clear that
WHO do not approve or dis-
approve any drugs. WHO
works for building a better,
healthier future for people all
over the world (sic).”
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The CBI on Monday ques-
tioned Maneka Gambhir,

the sister-in-law of Diamond
Harbour MP Abhishek
Banerjee for more than three
hours in a coal smuggling case.
Abhishek is the nephew of
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee.

Rujira Banerjee, the wife of
Abhishek Banerjee, is likely to
be quizzed on Tuesday. The
CBI had on Sunday sent a
notice to her for questioning.
According to sources, Rujira
has agreed to meet the CBI
officials on Tuesday.

Two women officers of the
agency questioned Gambhir
at her residence in Patrasayar
area on Monday and reportedly
asked questions regarding
some “significant” transfers of
funds from Kolkata to her two
accounts in Bangkok. She was

also asked to share details
about a third account in
London.

The CBI had registered an
FIR in November last year
against Anup Majhi, alias Lala,
the alleged kingpin of the coal
scam, Eastern Coalfield Ltd
General Managers Amit
Kumar Dhar and Jayesh
Chandra Rai apart from ECL
Chief of Security Tanmay Das,
Area Security Inspector,
Kunustoria Dhananjay Rai and
SSI and security in-charge
Kajor area Debashish
Mukherjee.

In a related development,
the Enforcement Directorate
sent a notice to Priyadarshini
the daughter of Bengal
Minister Firhad Hakim 
asking her to appear before it
in relation to alleged irregu-
larities in the transactions of
her bank accounts, sources
said.
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Adhering to Covid-19
guidelines, Haryana

Government has decided to
start regular classes in schools
for students of class III to V
from February 24. The school
hours will be from 10 am to
1:30 pm and this decision is
applicable to government
schools as well as private
schools across the state, a gov-
ernment spokesperson said on
Monday.

Schools have already been
opened for students of Class VI
to XII in the state.

The spokesperson said
keeping in mind the interrup-
tion of studies in schools due
to COVID-19 pandemic, now
the State Government has
decided to resume regular
classes for the students of Class
III to V. 

He said that before coming

to the school, the students
have to submit their parents'
consent letter to the school.
Parents who wish to continue
online studies for their children
can write to the school in this
regard.

It will be mandatory for the
school to record the body tem-
perature of every student and
teacher daily. Students will not
be allowed to enter the school
premises to the school if the
temperature is above normal.

The spokesperson said the
entire school will be divided
into three wings. If any student
in a wing is found to be
COVID positive, that wing
will be closed for 10 days and
the entire school will be sani-
tized, he added. 

He said that if students are
found to be COVID positive in
more than one wing, the entire
school will be closed for 10
days.
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Laying the foundation stones
and inaugurating a slew of

projects worth �1,087 crores
virtually for holistic develop-
ment of urban areas under the
Centre’s Smart City and ,
Punjab Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh on Monday
urged the Central Government
to include the holy city of Sri
Anandpur Sahib under the
Smart City scheme, as a tribute
to Guru Tegh Bahadur on his
400th birth anniversary.

Thanking the people of
the State for their overwhelm-
ing support to the Congress
party in the recently-conclud-
ed civic elections, Capt
Amarinder said that the man-

date is a vindication of the pro-
people policies of Congress
Government.

Pointing out that while the
Congress had won 1,410 of the
2,206 wards (64 per cent), the
Chief Minister said that all the
opposition parties had been
decimated because of their
anti-people and vicious nega-
tive agendas.

He lambasted the earlier
Akali-BJP regime for ignoring
the development of urban areas
and expressed confidence that
the launch of these projects will
drive sustainable progress in
these regions.

The Chief Minister said
that he was particularly delight-
ed today to lay the foundation
stone of the �721 crore Surface
Water Supply Scheme for
Amritsar city, his erstwhile

Parliamentary constituency.
This scheme would ensure
access to clean drinking water
to the residents of the holy city,
instead of the contaminated
and fast depleting ground
water, he added.

“Under the first phase of
Urban Infrastructure
Improvement Program (UIIP),
2,065 projects have been start-
ed, with majority being com-
pleted, at a cost of Rs 300
crores. 

Another 4,227 projects
have been approved under the
second phase and work on
1,300 of them has already
started,” said the Chief
Minister.

Giving details of the
progress of Smart City projects
in Amritsar, Jalandhar,
Ludhiana, and Sultanpur Lodhi

under his government, Capt
Amarinder said that of the
total allocation of Rs 3,000
crores, works worth Rs 1,246
crores had been started or
completed so far. 

“While the tenders for
works worth Rs 918 crores
have already been issued, the
process of issuing tenders for
works worth Rs 802 crores is
already underway,” said the
Chief Minister adding that in
contrast to this, SAD-BJP
regime (2007-17) had merely
spent Rs 35 crores during their
decade long rule under this
scheme.

“Congress Government
has already allocated Rs 2,785
crores under the AMRUT
scheme for 16 towns and work
on projects worth Rs 2,740
crores is underway,” said the

Chief Minister.
Taking a dig at the Akali-

BJP combine, the Chief
Minister said: “They totally
ignored this scheme and spent
merely Rs 18 crores in 10 years
of their rule…The scheme aims
at providing 100 per cent water
supply and sewerage and so far
1072 kms of Water Supply and
698 Kms of Sewerage pipelines
had been laid, besides the
release of 69,304 Household
Water Supply and 43,611
Household Sewerage connec-
tions.”

Local Government
Minister Brahm Mohindra said
that Capt Amarinder had taken
personal interest in ensuring
proper hygiene and sanitation
in the urban areas during the
difficult phase of COVID-19
pandemic.
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Punjab Pradesh Congress
Committee (PPCC) presi-

dent Sunil Jakhar on Monday
said that Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh would lead
the party in 2022 Assembly
polls, as the people of the State
had reposed their faith in his
leadership with their landslide
verdict in Congress’ favour in
the recent civic polls.

Jakhar, participating in the
event for the launch of various
developmental projects worth
Rs 1087 crores by the Chief
Minister, said: “Congress
party’s sweeping victory in the
civic polls has not only revali-
dated Capt Amarinder’s lead-
ership in the State but is an
endorsement of the faith of
Punjabis in his future leader-

ship also.”
The state Congress had

already launched mission
“#Captainfor2022”, and the
next elections would be fought
under his leadership, he
declared.

Lauding the Chief
Minister, Jakhar said that Capt
Amarinder had led the State in
very difficult times and the
people were well aware of his
massive contribution.

“Punjab is perhaps facing
its worst ever crisis – COVID-
19, farmers’ unrest due to the
black farm laws, coupled with
an unfriendly Union
Government – and only Capt
Amarinder Singh had the
vision and leadership qualities
to the steer the state out of it,”
he said. 

Lambasting the Union

Government for its step-moth-
erly treatment to Punjab, Jakhar
said that the Centre had resort-
ed to all kinds of measures,
including economic blockade,
to punish the State for sup-
porting the farmers’ agitation.
“The country’s federal structure
is under extreme threat under
the BJP-led national govern-
ment,” he said while question-
ing the Centre’s recent decision
to refuse permission to a jatha
to go to Nankana Sahib in
Pakistan.

Jakhar also urged the Chief
Minister to ensure that the
Congress manifesto for 2022
should promise making
Amritsar – the ‘Guru ki Nagri’
– an iconic city. “Amritsar
should be made as one of the
best cities in the world on the
lines of the Vatican,” he said.
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Punjab Government is all set
to develop Siswan as the

world class tourist destination
by providing facilities like
Nature Interpretation Center,
Thematic Gates and signage,
food court, nature trails, jungle
safari, among others.

To promote Siswan as a
prime and preferred eco
tourism destination, the Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder
Singh on Monday released var-
ious promotional and infor-
mational materials including
brochures, pamphlets, and
movie teasers, besides launch-
ing a logo of Siswan
Community Reserve.

“Siswan is to be developed
as a world class tourist desti-
nation. Keeping in mind the

immense tourism potential of
the area, various initiatives
have been taken up in the
area,” said the Chief Minister.

Primarily, the visitor
amenities like Nature
Interpretation Center,
Thematic Gates and signage,
food court, washroom facilities,
nature trails, jungle safari
would be provided. The con-
servation issues like introduc-
tion of spotted deer, wild hares,
and other species — which
once thrived in the area but
have reduced in numbers
through the years — are also
being addressed.

The Chief Minister said
that the development of tourist-
friendly infrastructure and
amenities, coupled with pro-
motional activities, will lead to
increase in footfall which will

subsequently benefit the local
community by way of addi-
tional job creation and various
income generating activities.

He also appreciated the
successful organization of the
Punjab Bird Festival which has
received widespread acclaim
from various parts of the coun-
try also and released the pro-
ceedings of the festival called
‘Retrospect’. Pertinently, situ-
ated on the foothills of the
Shiwaliks, Siswan has dense
forests, pristine water, and rich
biodiversity making it a perfect
destination for nature lovers.
The area has a rich history, with
fossil records indicating the
presence of the Soanian civi-
lization. The area also falls in
the old trade route connecting
India with the middle Asian
countries and Eastern Europe.
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Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on

Monday said emphasis should
be laid on starting new cours-
es for the skill development of
youth so as to ensure that they
get ample employment oppor-
tunities. Besides this, to popu-
larize these courses among
youth, monitoring and certifi-
cation of the courses related to
skill development should be
done at Shri Vishwakarma Skill
University.

Speaking at the launch of
Skilling Portal of the Haryana
Skill Development Mission
here in which Skill
Development and Industrial
Training, Minister, Mool
Chand Sharma was also pre-
sent, Khattar said that on
Parivar Pehchan Patra portal,
such youths who have regis-
tered themselves as unem-
ployed should be skilled as per
their educational qualifications
so that they can become self-
reliant.

Additional Chief Secretary,
Skill Development and
Industrial Training
Department, Raja Sekhar
Vundru, apprised the  Chief
Minister that the courses being
run by 11 departments have
been integrated through this
portal.  With this, Haryana has
become the first state in the
country which has developed
such a portal. He said that
through this portal, interested
youth can select the courses
and training centres available at
district levels and soon a
mobile application would also
be launched in this regard.

Besides this, along with
Saksham Yuva Portal and
Rozgar Portal web link of this
portal should also be linked
with Jansahayak app so that the

students studying in XII, grad-
uation and post graduation
can also get necessary infor-
mation about these courses.

The Chief Minister said
that with the launch of this por-
tal, youth of the state can now
get information about more
than 200 courses being offered
at 357 skill training centres. To
ensure that interested youth
can choose a better option, the
skilled training centres have
also been given a five star rat-
ing for certification and place-
ment based on their previous
performance, said the Chief
Minister.

Khattar said that the time
duration of these skill devel-
opment courses should also be
made available on this portal so
that the interested youth can
choose courses as per their
needs and preference.  Besides
this, self-financed courses with
prescribed fee structure should
also be started, directed
Khattar. He said that Soft skill
courses can be offered.  Under
this, Japanese, Chinese or other
foreign languages can be
taught.

The CM said that under-
standing the difference
between education and a
skilling is very important
because skilling is key to iden-
tify anyone’s talent. Similarly,
even employed persons need to
get necessary training to
increase their efficiency, he
said.  Khattar said everyone has
to update their mobile phones
time to time so as to use new
features, similarly there is a
need for imparting continuous
training to improve and update
the efficiency of government
officials and employees.  For
this, Haryana Institute of Public
Administration is imparting
training to the government
employees.
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Punjab Government, under
its Ghar Ghar Rozgar and

Karobar Mission (PGRKAM),
has started a Foreign Study and
Placement Cell (FS&PC) for
free counseling of state’s youth
interested in foreign study and
placement.

This project is the brain-
child of the Chief Minister
Capt Amarinder Singh for the
benefit of candidates who wish
to study and work abroad, said
the state Employment
Generation Minister Charanjit
Singh Channi on Monday.

Channi said that the
Department will provide free of
cost counseling service to the
youth aspirants who wish to
study and work abroad. 

The registration links for
foreign counseling are func-

tional from February21-25,
2021, and the interested can-
didates can get themselves reg-
istered for Foreign Study
Counselling and Foreign
Placement Counselling on the
District Bureau of
Employment and Enterprise
Links or contact with the dis-
trict bureau offices.

The first round of coun-
selling is going to be held from
March 1 to 31, 2021.

The state Employment
Generation secretary Rahul
Tewari said that this Cell would
prove beneficial for Punjabi
youth to get study and work
visa according to their interests
and qualification. 

He further clarified that all
the cost related to the fee,
travel and stay etc will be
borne by the candidates them-
selves.
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Condemning Punjab Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder

Singh for hogging all the pub-
licity in the centrally-funded
schemes to project his image,
BJP national general secretary
Tarun Chugh on Monday said:
“It’s a matter of shame that the
dream schemes of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi are
being branded as Amarinder
Singh’s scheme in Punjab for
hogging deceptive and cheap
publicity.”

He said that the Modi
Government’s dream projects
like Smart City, HRIDAY pro-
ject and AMRUT project are

carrying stamp of Capt
Amarinder though he has
nothing to do with it. “This
reflects bankruptcy of the Capt
Amarinder Singh government
which has failed to fulfill elec-
tion promises it made in 2017
and is now finding glory in the
Modi Government schemes,”
said Chugh.

Chugh said that the devel-
opment of historical towns like
Ludhiana, Jalandhar, Amritsar,
Sultanpur Lodhi, Khanna,
among others was being done
under the Central schemes
allocating crores of rupees
which Capt Amarinder gov-
ernment is claiming to be its
achievement.
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Reiterating the State
Government’s commitment

to uplift the poorest of the poor
while keeping the spirit of
Antyodaya, Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
on Monday said, we must make
people believe that before any-
one, needy people have the first
right on their Government.

Presiding over a meeting
with the Chief Minister's Good
Governance Associates
(CMGGAs) in which detailed
discussions were held on the
State governments flagship
schemes namely Parivar
Pehchan Patra, e-Office,
Antyodaya Saral, play-way
school, women security,
Saksham Haryana and Skill
Development etc, Khattar
directed officials to give prior-
ity to important schemes being
formulated by the State
Government for the year 2021.

While expressing his hap-
piness, the Chief Minister said

that for the last five years the
CMGGA programme has been
providing fruitful results on the
ground. He also lauded the
work done by CMGGAs dur-
ing the COVID-19 Pandemic.

Khattar said that from
April 1, 2021, a unique scheme
will be formulated under which
selection of as many as One
lakh poor families who are
reading in Haryana and are
having lowest family income
would be done through  Parivar
Pehchan Patra Portal.

"Every possible effort will
be made to increase the fami-
ly income of such families.
For this, the State Government
will emphasize on the skill
development of members of
such families, providing
employment opportunities to
the unemployed members and
also providing financial assis-
tance. Besides this, employ-
ment avenues will also be
explored to generate employ-
ment. If any family needs help
to promote their ancestral busi-

ness, then efforts will be made
in that direction as well,” assert-
ed the Chief Minister.

The CMGGAs should
speed up the work of making
Parivar Pehchan Patra cards in
their respective districts so
that the benefits of various wel-
fare schemes being run by the
Government reaches grassroot
levels, directed Khattar. 

“Along with development,
the present State Government
is swiftly moving towards ease
of living so that the lives of the
people of the State can become
happy and prosperous," he
said.

The Chief Minister said
that the State Government is
dedicated to working towards
increasing the income of those
farmers who have small agri-
cultural land.  

He said that Kisan Mitra
Yojana will be launched to
ensure financial management
of the farmers', apart from
increasing their income. Under
this scheme one person will be

appointed on a voluntary basis
who will guide 100 more farm-
ers about financial manage-
ment.

On the occasion,
Additional Principal Secretary
to the Chief Minister and
Director General, Information,
Public Relations and Languages
Department, Amit Agrawal
said that the Chief Minister's
Good Governance Associates
Programme, which started five
years ago, is an innovative and
unique experiment and has
brought meaningful results.
The role of every CMGGA has
become very important in
bringing government schemes
to the grassroots levels, he
asserted. 

"While on one hand, this
programme strengthens the
implementation of government
schemes, on the other,
CMGGAs also get a golden
opportunity to get a lifetime
experience of working in a
government functionary", said
Agrawal.
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Haryana on Monday record-
ed 106 new coronavirus

cases, taking the total number
of infections in the State to
2,69,836, a health department
bulletin said.

With no death taking place
during the last 24 hours, the
total number of Covid-19 fatal-
ities in the State stood at 3,042,
according to the bulletin.

Figures said 23,318 heath
workers and frontline workers
were vaccinated on Monday. So
far, a total of 260,652 people
have been vaccinated in the
State. The fresh cases include
23 from Gurugram, 14 from
Faridabad, 13 from Ambala
and 10 from Panchkula dis-
tricts. The number of active
cases in the state are 874, while
as many as 2,65,920 people

have recovered. The recovery
rate in the state is 98.55 percent,
it stated.

1 DEATH, 38 FRESH CASES
IN CHANDIGARH

One more person suc-
cumbed to COVID-19 as 38
fresh positive cases surfaced in
Chandigarh on Monday. While
the tally stood at 21463, the
death toll has reached 350 in
the city, according to the
Chandigarh Health
Department’s evening bulletin.
2.44 lakh samples have so far
been tested in the city and a
total of 1446 tests were con-
ducted in the last 24 hours.
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Shiromani Akali Dal will
gherao the Punjab Vidhan

Sabha on the opening day of
the forthcoming Budget
Session on March 1 “to give
voice to the widespread popu-
lar resentment against the Capt
Amarinder Singh’s sacrilegious
act of breaking his oath of
promises made to the people of
Punjab ahead of the last assem-
bly elections in Punjab”.

Besides, the party’s protest
will also focus on the “back-
breaking” hike in electricity
bills as well as in the prices of
diesel, petrol, and cooking gas
as a result of excessive central
and state government taxes
even while the overall crude oil
prices in the world market
have registered a fall.

The decision to gherao the
Assembly was taken during the
SAD’s core committee meeting,
held on Monday under the
leadership of party chief
Sukhbir Badal, which also con-
demned the “shocking insen-
sitivity” of the Congress
Government towards Dalit
youth “through its brazen
denial of Post Matric
Scholarships to them”.
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Haryana has been awarded
the SKOCH Award for

'Best State in Health'. Besides
this, Anil Vij was awarded
with the title of the Best Health
Minister in the country. 

This Award has been given
for several outstanding initia-
tives taken in the field of health
at the state and district levels.

Additional Chief Secretary,
Health Rajeev Arora, Director
of AYUSH Department,
Prabhjot Singh and Director
General of Health Suraj Bhan
Kamboj handed over the
SKOCH Awards to the Health
Minister.

He said that private insti-
tution, SKOCH had conduct-
ed a thorough research and
assessment in the health sector
across the country according to
which the state of Haryana has
performed outstandingly in
the field of health in the coun-
try. 

Also, the state of Karnataka
was ranked second among
them.

According to SKOCH, all
departments of the state had
worked in cooperation under
the leadership of Vij resulting
in rendering excellent health
services to the people of the
state even during the 
opandemic.
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Punjab, it seems, is staring at
the second Covid-19 wave.

The state is witnessing a steady
rise in the daily number of
coronavirus cases, especially
since a week. With the state
reporting 389 fresh cases —
highest this year — on Monday,
the total number of active
cases in the State has reached
3,167. Punjab had 2,101 active
cases on February 1 — an
increase of 51 per cent.

Among the districts,
Jalandhar reported the maxi-
mum fresh cases (54), fol-
lowed by 49 from SAS Nagar
(Mohali), 38 from Hoshiarpur,
37 each from Ludhiana and
Amritsar, 32 from SBS Nagar
(Nawanshahr), 26 from
Kapurthala, 22 from Patiala,
among others.

With this, the total number
of positive cases reported till
date in the state has reached
1,78,847.

On Monday, the state
reported 15 deaths — three
each from Jalandhar and
Ludhiana, two each from
Gurdaspur and Hoshiarpur,
while one casualty each was
reported from Amritsar,
Bathinda, Ferozepur, Patiala,
and Tarn Taran.

The state’s fatality rate con-
tinued to hover above three
since more than three months,
notwithstanding the remark-

able dip in the daily cases. On
Monday, the state’s death toll
reached 5,769 at the rate of 3.23
percent.

As the state has eased all
COVID restrictions, and
opened all educational institu-
tions, shopping complexes, cin-
ema halls, multiplexes, eateries,
among others, considering the
falling numbers, high number
of cases were being reported
from various parts of the state,
especially from the schools.

In fact, the state’s health
officials attributed the hike in
COVID-19 cases to the casual
attitude of the people and not
adhering to the safety protocols
like wearing masks, maintain-
ing social distancing, among
others.The data released by
the state’s Health Department
indicated that Punjab is record-
ing daily cases between 200 and
350 for the last several days.
Since February 1, the state has
reported nearly 5,000 cases till
date.“People are not following
COVID-19 safety precautions
like wearing masks and main-
taining social distancing which
is the main reason behind the
surge in cases in the state," said
Rajesh Bhaskar, Punjab's nodal
officer for Covid-19.Notably,
some students and teachers,
testing positive for the coron-
avirus in Nawanshahr,
Ludhiana, and other districts
has also contributed to the
infection tally.
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Stressing the need for self-
reliance in defence manu-

facturing, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
said here India is developing
its capabilities to produce low
cost and high quality weapon
systems to emerge as one of
the biggest exporters.

Making these remarks in a
webinar organised by the
defence ministry, he also invit-
ed the private sector to play a
major role in defence produc-
tion. Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said the ministry has
kept aside nearly �70,000 crore
of the total capital outlay this
fiscal to procure weapon sys-
tems manufactured in India. 

He also said the
Government will soon issue a
second negative list of items
which can only be procured
locally by the Services. Last
year, for the first time, the
Government introduced a sep-
arate allocation for domestic
procurement within the
defence budget and had
reserved �52,000 crore for

2020-21.
“My Ministry has planned

to invest, about 63% of the
outlay for 2021-22 on domes-
tic procurement, i.e. about
?70,221 crore for domestic
defence procurement during
for 2021-22,” Rajnath said at a
webinar organised by Depart
of Defence Production and
Society of Indian Defence
Manufacturers.  The total cap-
ital outlay is �1.35 lakh crores.

The total budget for the
coming fiscal is �4.78 lakh
crore.

Addressing the webinar
on the effective implementa-
tion of the Union Budget’s pro-
visions in the defence sector,
Modi listed a series of mea-
sures taken by his Government
to boost self-reliance in the
defence sector and rued the
fact that the country is
amongst the biggest defence
importers in the world.

But now, the country is
working hard to change the
situation and also to enhance
its capacities and capabilities
at a fast pace, the prime min-
ister asserted.

He said it is not that the
people of India do not have the
talent or capability and point-
ed out that the country did not
make ventilators before the
coronavirus pandemic, but
now manufactures thousands
of those.

Modi also cited the exam-
ple of the indigenously-devel-
oped Light Combat Aircraft
(LCA), Tejas. He said his gov-
ernment has relied on the
capabilities of the country’s
engineers and scientists on
developing Tejas and today, it
is flying gracefully in the skies.

A few weeks ago, an order
worth �48,000 crore was
placed for Tejas, he noted.

Both Modi and Rajnath
stressed on simultaneously
boosting defence exports while
reducing imports.   The
defence minister said the ini-
tiatives resulted in 700%
growth in defence exports in
the last six years. 

He also said India entered
in the list of top 25 Exporters
in the world as per data pub-
lished by Swedish think tank
SIPRI in 2020.
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The Election Commission
(EC) on Monday said that

Central police forces are being
sent to all poll-bound States and
not specifically to West Bengal,
stressing that it is a routine prac-
tice for several decades. In a
statement, the poll panel said the
CAPFs are routinely sent to all
the States and UTs where Lok
Sabha or Assembly elections are
to take place, for advance area
domination, especially in the
critical and vulnerable sectors.

It said these sectors are
identified by meticulous

advance reviews and concrete
feedback from various sources,
including political parties and
entities. This practice is going on
since the late 1980s, it observed.
“In the instant case also, the
CPFs have been sent to all the
four States namely Assam,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal and the UT of
Puducherry where assembly
elections are to take place,” the
statement said.

It also said that the orders
for CPF deployment were issued
to the chief secretaries, the
DGPs and the chief electoral
officers of the four states and

one UT on the same day —
February 16.

At least 25,000 Central
Armed Police Force (CAPF)
personnel have been earmarked
to be 
deployed for the forthcoming
Assembly polls in four States
and the Union Territory of
Puducherry.

The terms of their legislative
assemblies are ending on sepa-
rate dates in May and June and
elections are likely to be held in
April.

The Commission was
responding to certain reports
claiming that central forces
were being specifically sent to
West Bengal.
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Deputy Election
Commissioner Sudip Jain,

who is in-charge of West
Bengal, will be visiting the
State on Friday to oversee the
preparedness for the upcoming
Assembly elections. According
to the Election Commission
(EC), Jain will hold a meeting
with divisional commissioners,
zonal IGs, DGs, and SPs in

Kolkata on February 25 to
review preparedness ahead of
the Assembly elections. During
his visit, Jain is scheduled to
hold meetings with district
magistrates, and other senior
officials of the State, they said.
EC officials said that Jain may
also meet officers transferred
to the different departments,
mainly in the administration
and the police, during his visit
to West Bengal.
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When the entire nation
went into the Covid-

induced lockdown since March
2020 adversely impacting the
economy, Telangana-based
Mulukanoor Women’s
Cooperative Dairy (MWCD)
walked an extra mile: it con-
tinued procuring milk from its
not-so privileged women
members in rural belt to ensure
that they do not feel the pinch
of the pandemic.

It was not an easy task,
though. Not only the family
members of the over 24,000
women members of MWCD
were to be convinced to con-
tinue supplying milk to the
cooperative at their collection
centres, but also the reluctant
transporters who refused to
carry milk from procurement
points to the processing plant,
citing safety issues.

“We conducted an aware-
ness programme along with

doctors to convince the fami-
ly members about Coronavirus
and safety measures,” said
MWCD president, Vijaya
Gurrala (50). She added, “After
discussion, we decided to sani-
tise all the vehicles bringing
milk to the processing plant;
and we organised awareness
programmes amongst staff as
well as members for ensuring
smooth procurement and dis-
tribution of milk products.”

The efforts paid off. The
MWCD, which has 182 women
dairy cooperatives and boasts
a band of 23,000 women milk
producers, reported sound
financial performance during
FY 2019-20 with a turnover of
Rs 115 crore.

“This year we will reach Rs
130-crore mark,” chipped in
Bhaskar Reddy, General
Manager of the Cooperative.
He knows better. The milk
and various dairy products
(marketed under the brand
name Swakrushi) are now well
in demand. MWCD which was

incepted in 2002 is currently
procuring around 70,000 litres
of milk per day (yearly average
of 54,000 litres) from its mem-
bers in the 30 km radius of its
headquarters at Warangal
urban district and has been reg-
istering a steady growth, trans-
forming the life of the poor

women of the region, pulling
them out of poverty. Today, it
processes 1 lakh litres of milk
every day.

Presently, it caters to cus-
tomers from Karimnagar,
Warangal, Adilabad, Medak,
Hyderabad, Jangaon and
Siddipet, mostly from North

Telangana region. Most of the
members of MWCD are pre-
dominantly small holder dairy
producers, from BPL category.

Over the years, the average
income of the members with 2
milch animals has risen up to
Rs. 6,000-10,000 per month,
while those having around 20

cattles are taking home on an
average around Rs 50,000
monthly. Money is transferred
directly to their respective bank
accounts, shared Reddy who is
associated with MWCD since
its inception.

The day-to-day affairs of
the MWCD is run by its pres-
ident (this role is same as a
CEO in a company) and a 12-
member Board of Directors
(BoD), who are elected by the
members to represent them.

This cooperative allows
women dairy farmers to run
everything themselves —  from
collecting and processing milk
to marketing it and other dairy
products.

Sundeep Kumar Nayak,
Managing Director of the
National Cooperative
Development Cooperation
(NCDC), which provided finan-
cial support to the dairy in
2010, said, “The MWCD is a
successful model of an all-
women dairy cooperative, and
actually meeting the objective of
empowering women and pro-
viding them financial security,

which in general is the ultimate
vision of the NCDC.

“This also helps them
improving household nutrition,
investment in other activities like
children’s education,” he further
said.

There’s no stopping for the
MWCD from planning big. It
has imported blast chillers, incu-
bators and chillers from
Germany in 2018 and is plan-
ning to expand the capacity to
one lakh litre milk plant besides
producing value-added products
such as flavoured milk,
Mysorepak and some other by-
products which has huge
demand in the region.

Women members too know
that apart from earnings from
milk, there are various other
benefits of being part of the
MWCD. For instance, veteri-
narian is just a call away, insur-
ance for animals is available,  cat-
tle feed is made available at fac-
tory prices; and one can avail
interest-free loans from the
cooperative. Time to raise a toast
for this women-oriented initia-
tive, with a glassful of milk.
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The NIA on Monday filed a
supplementary charge-

sheet before the NIA Special
Court, Bengaluru, against two
accused persons — Dr Sabeel
Ahmed alias Motu Doctor and
Asadulla Khan under various
IPC Sections and Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act in
the LeT Conspiracy Case,
Bengaluru.

While Dr Sabeel Ahmed is
a resident of Bengaluru,
Karnataka, Asadulla Khan hails
from Hyderabad, Telangana.

The case was initially reg-
istered as FIR No. 384/2012 at
Basaveshwaranagar Nagar
police station, Bengaluru City
on August 29, 2012 and relates
to an alleged conspiracy
hatched by the members of the
proscribed terrorist outfit
Lashkar-e-Tayyaba (LeT) and
Harkat-ul-Jehad-e-Islami
(HuJI) to commit subversive
activities and wage war against
Government of India.
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The BJP has won unopposed
both Rajya Sabha seats

from Gujarat which had fallen
vacant following the demise of
the sitting MPs. 

The seats were won  by
BJP’s Dineshchamdra
Jemalbhai Ananvadiya and
Rambhai Harjibhai Mokariya.

The elections to the two
seats were necessitated follow-
ing the passing away of
Congress veteran Ahmed Patel
and BJP’s Abhay Ganpatray
Bhardwaj.

The election of the BJP
candidates unopposed was
confirmed after two dummy
candidates withdrew their
nominations, according to PTI
news agency .

The election of the two BJP
candidates was confirmed after
the deadline for withdrawal of
nominations expired.

The election of the BJP
candidates unopposed was
confirmed after two dummy
candidates withdrew their
nominations.

�6��>� *�
0����*��+*
"!�'��2B�!�+
2 �))�*�(*������ ����������#
����(��!�#�����(����
��

���� 
	����9���	�������
��$��%
�������
���	��&�*
�
�)���
�
�
	����	��
���
	
������

 
��:��������	��
"
���������%%�
#�����������	��������	��	������
����
�������	�,43- +���������



��������$�������������������� ���� ����� !"#�!$!%

Kolkata: The Kolkata Police
has registered an FIR against
NCLT’s Technical Member HC
Suri for sexual abuse charges on
a complaint filed by a young
lawyer who is associated with
the tribunal as a research asso-
ciate.

The case was registered at
Hare Street Police station under
IPC 354. The woman lawyer has
accused Suri of repeatedly call-
ing her to his chamber and
hotels. In her detailed com-
plaint and FIR available to the
media, the young lawyer alleged
that Suri was sexually harassing
her.  “As no official residence is
allotted to him, he stays in five-
star hotels and force me to
come to these hotels apart from
calling me to his chambers and

slaking always,” said the lawyer
who is working as a research
associate on a contractual basis
with the NCL. “The attitude of
HC Suri was not proper towards
me. He used to call me to his
chamber when no one was
around and stalked me when-
ever he got an opportunity,” said
the woman  lawyer accusing Suri
of demanding sexual favours. 

The woman lawyer has for-
warded her complaint to Prime
Minister’s Office, Ministry of
Corporate Affairs and NCLT’s
headquarters in Delhi. Kolkata
Police is expected to summon
Suri soon. Currently,  FIR is
charged under sections of IPC
354A and 354 D which are cog-
nizable and non-bailable
offences.     PNS
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Mainstream politicians clamouring
for holding early Assembly polls

in the Union Territory of Jammu &
Kashmir were on Monday given a
sound piece of advice by Lt Governor
Manoj Sinha to cooperate with the
delimitation commission rather than
making excuses.

Setting the record straight Sinha
also clarified that the final decision to
hold the Assembly polls in Jammu and
Kashmir will be taken only by the elec-
tion commission of India after the
completion of the delimitation exer-
cise.

The Delimitation Commission
met in New Delhi last week to seek
suggestions from the associate mem-
bers on the process of delimitation of
the Union Territory of Jammu and

Kashmir. 
The meeting was attended by only

two BJP Parliamentarians while three
National Conference MP's including
Dr Farooq Abdullah skipped the
meeting.  

On Monday when  Lt-Gov Manoj
Sinha was asked to react to the recent
statements made by the PDP and
National Conference leaders over
holding early Assembly polls he made
it clear those who want early assem-
bly elections in J&K are requested to
help and cooperate with the delimi-
tation commission, instead of making
excuses”.  

“There are constitutional institu-
tions in India. The decision is taken
by the Election Commission. Let the
work related to delimitation get com-
pleted, the Commission will definitely
conduct elections,” he said.

On some politicians “boycotting”
the proceedings of the Delimitation
Commission, the LG said they must
understand that if they want early
polls, the delimitation process has to
be first completed .

The LG said that “the prime min-
ister has assured the entire nation (on
holding polls) and you have seen
reports in newspapers that the
Delimitation Commission has begun
its work”. 

Meanwhile, reacting to the cur-
rent political developments, senior
congress leader and former J&K Chief
Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad Monday
suggested the participation of National
Conference in the Delimitation
Commission process would have
given representation to people of
Jammu and Kashmir.

Talking to a local news agency

Azad said that the NC leaders should
have participated in the
delimitation meeting, however, they
chose to boycott it, which is not a
“good thing”.

He said that the National
Conference has a majority as they
have three parliament members and
all of them were appointed as the
members of the delimitation com-
mission, which would have made “our
case strong”, however, they choose to
stay away.

Recently, PDP Chief Mehbooba
Mufti had alleged that the delimita-
tion exercise in the union territory was
a part of Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP)
plan to divide communities and reli-
gions and pit them against each other.

Mufti raised apprehensions at
the hurry in carrying out the delim-
itation in Jammu and Kashmir.

“The tearing hurry with which
GOI is railroading delimitation in J&K
has raised genuine & serious appre-
hensions about the motives of this
exercise. It’s a part of BJPs larger plan
to divide & pit regions, religions &
communities against each other,” she
said in a tweet.

Meanwhile, replying to queries on
NC and PDP leaders calling for dia-
logue between India and Pakistan, the
LG said India is capable of solving its
problems.

“I don''t want to react to some-
one''s statement. The Ministry of
External Affairs assesses this. India is
capable of solving its own problems,”
Sinha said.

He also condemned the recent
attacks on policemen by terrorists and
said that terrorism won''t be allowed
to raise its head again.
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Maharashtra reported deaths of
381 birds on Sunday amid the

avian influenza scare, a state govern-
ment official said on Monday.

He said 380 of these were poul-
try birds, including 190 from
Nandurbar and 115 from Amravati in
Vidarbha.

Samples are being sent to National
Institute of High Security Animal
Diseases (NIHSAD) in Bhopal and
Disease Investigation Section, Pune

for bird flu testing, he added.
So far, 7,20,515 poultry birds,

including 5,86,668 from Navapur in
Nandurbar, have been culled, and
26,44,177 eggs as well as 73,004 kilo-
grams of poultry feed destroyed in
infected zones, and carcasses were
being buried in lime lined pits to pre-
vent the spread of infection, a state
government release informed.

The state government has paid
compensation of Rs 3.38 crore to
affected poultry farmers in the infect-
ed zone, it added. 
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After a gap of 11 long
months the  local trains in

Jammu and Kashmir resumed
their services from Monday. 

These train services
remained suspended during
covid-19 pandemic.

In Kashmir valley, the train
services between  Banihal to
Baramulla were resumed with
only one pair of rail while in
Jammu region DMU services
were made operational
between Pathankot and
Udhampur.  Majority of gov-
ernment employees and local
businessmen availing the ser-
vices heaved a sigh of relief as
they boarded trains to reach
their workplaces.  

Chief Area Manager
Northern Railways in Srinagar,
Saqib Yousuf  said initially
only two trains will operate and
the number of trains will be
increased in the days to come.

The local train between Banihal
and Baramulla covers a dis-
tance of 137 km across 16 sta-
tions. Large number of people
along the route rely on the ser-
vices to commute in the
absence of proper road con-
nectivity.

Before the launch of the
train services in Kashmir val-
ley, a road opening party also
detected an Improvised explo-

sive device, a few hundred
meters away from the Nowgam
railway station near a bridge.
Vehicular traffic was also sus-
pended in the area till the
teams of Bomb disposal squad
defused the IED in a con-
trolled manner.

According to the official
sources, “the traffic was
restored and the train services
too plied normally”.

��	� � �	���	��C���	�D

Five people were killed and five were critically
injured in a truck-auto collision near Pothia

police station in Katihar district of Bihar.
All the deceased were identified as the members

of a band.
The incident happened on NH-31 when a truck

coming from Bhagalpur lost control near Khaira
Mod and collided with an auto coming from the
opposite direction, a police official said.

Deputy Superintendent of Police Afak Akhtar
Hussain said that four people died on the spot while
one died during the treatment.

Five people who sustained injuries were admit-
ted to Katihar Sadar hospital after giving the first
aid at a local hospital, he added.

The police is investigating the case and search-
ing for the accused driver who fled from the spot,
Hussain said.
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More than two years after
his arrest in the Elgar

Parishad-Bhima Koregaon
case, the Bombay High Court
on Monday granted condi-
tional bail to poet and writer
Pendyala Varavara Rao for six
months on medical grounds.

Releasing to the 82-year-
old Left wing activist for a peri-
od of six months against a per-
sonal bond of Rs 50,000 and
two solvent sureties for equal
amounts, a HC division bench
of Justices S S Shinde and
Manish Pitale noted: “We are of
the opinion that appropriate
conditions need to be imposed
on the under-trial even if he is
to be released on bail on med-
ical conditions”.

Rao is currently undergo-
ing medical treatment at
Nanavati Hospital in north-
west Mumbai, where he was
admitted by the Maharashtra
government following court
orders.

“Rao is directed to be dis-
charged from the Nanavati
Hospital depending on the
health condition as on today
and he be released on bail for
the present, for a period of six
months...,” the Judges ruled.

“We feel that although the
material on record does show
that the health condition of the
under-trial is precarious, send-
ing the under-trial back to
where he belongs, is fraught
with the risk of his presence
being used by those allegedly
associated with him to seek to
revive the aforesaid nefarious
activities,” the Judges 
observed.

“This court cannot rule out
such a contingency and, there-
fore, it would be appropriate to
impose such conditions as
would be necessary for ensur-
ing that the under-trial on his
own or those allegedly associ-
ated with him do not take
undue advantage of the situa-
tion, which would ultimately
adversely affect the trial,” the
HC opined.

Among the conditions
imposed on Rao include: he
shall not leave the jurisdiction
of the NIA Court at Mumbai
on being released; he shall
inform the NIA court about his
place of residence and his con-
tact number;  he shall attend
the court proceedings as and
when summoned; he may

apply for exemption from per-
sonal appearances and he shall
report to the nearest police sta-
tion through WhatsApp Video
Call every fortnight.

“The under-trial (Rao)
shall not indulge in any activ-
ity similar to the activities on
the basis of which the said FIR
stood registered against him for
offences under the IPC and
UAPA,” the HC ruled

The HC mandated that
Rao “shall not try to establish
communication with co-
accused or any other person
involved directly or indirectly
in similar activities or make any
international call to any person
indulging in similar activities as
alleged against him, through
any mode of communication”
and he “shall not undertake any
action which is prejudicial to
the proceedings before the
NIA Court”.

When the Additional
Solicitor General Anil Singh
sought a three-weeks stay on
the HC order, the Judges reject-
ed the plea considering
Varavara Rao’s advanced age
and his medical conditions.

Rao’s lawyers Anand
Grover and Indira Jaisingh
argued that his medical condi-
tions could turn critical if he
was again sent back to Taloja
Central Jail and would be viola-
tive of his fundamental right to
health. Rao was arrested by the
Pune police on January 31,
2019 and  he was charged
under offences under Sections
121, 121(A), 153(A), 505(1)(B),
117, 120(B), 124(A) read with
Section 34 of the IPC and
Sections 13, 16, 17, 18, 18(B),
20, 38, 39 and 40 of the
UAPA.

The charge against Rao is
that being is a senior member
of a banned organization-
Communist Party of India
(Maoist), he has been alleged-
ly actively involved in arrang-
ing funding and providing
arms and ammunition to the
cadre of his organization to
wage war against the estab-
lished Government, causing
death of a number of security
personnel and citizens.

Rao, who had been hospi-
talised on a couple during the
course of incarceration, was
admitted to the Nanavati
Hospital on July 19,2020 fol-
lowing the intervention by the
National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC).

Ahmednagar (Maharashtra):
Five persons travelling in a car
were killed in a head-on colli-
sion with a private travel bus
near Devgad, early on 
Monday morning, police offi-
cials said.

According to an official of
Nevasa police station, the acci-
dent occurred around 2 a.m. on
the Ahmednagar-Aurangabad
Highway.

“When the car was
approaching the Devgad Phata,
it was hit by a private tourist
bus coming from the opposite
direction. All the five occupants
of the car were severely 
injured and are believed to have
succumbed on the spot,” the
official told IANS.

The local villagers man-
aged to rush the victims to a

rural hospital near Nevasa,
where they were pronounced
dead on admission.

As per initial reports, all
were hailing from Jalna and
were proceeding to
Ahmednagar when the tragedy
struck, he added.

Efforts are on to verify
their identity and determine
the cause of the accident.

The car sustained huge
damage with the front portion
crushed like an egg-shell
though there were no casualties
among the bus passengers, he
added.

The police called for a
crane to clear the road strewn
with the car wreckage 
and the busy highway was
cleared for normal traffic by
dawn. IANS
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Having established that
asymptomatic patients and

high-risk contacts are con-
tributing to the spread of Covid-
19 in Mumbai, the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) has among
other things decided to lodge
FIRs against these two cate-
gories of people and impose on
them for breaking the home-
quarantine norms.

In view of the multiplying
Covid-19 cases in Mumbai and
areas of Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR) during the past
few days, the BMC has drawn
up a strategy to counter the
increasing incidence of pan-
demic cases.

The authorities attribute
the sudden increase in the
number of Covid-19 cases to the
resumption of suburban locals
from February 1, a disturbing
trend being witnessed among
sizeable sections of citizens,
who are not wearing masks and

following the pandemic norms
and the fact that asymptomatic
patients and high-risk contacts
are stepping out of 
their homes and going to pub-
lic places flouting the health
protocols.

Having found out that hun-
dreds of asymptomatic patients
and high-risk contacts have
visited public places like shops,
malls and garden areas expos-
ing others to contract the Covid-
19 virus, the BMC has decided
to lodge FIR against those
breaking home-quarantine
norms and impose hefty fines
on such violators.  

“In the last two days there
have been 1,500-odd cases who
are asymptomatic. In these peo-
ple, there are no symptoms at all.
If these 1,500 people start roam-
ing  in the streets, in a fortnight’s
time the number of cases would
be 15,000,” Mumbai Municipal
Commissioner Iqbal Singh
Chahal said.

Chahal said that recently a
lady from Powai, who is a high-

risk contact travelled out of
umbai and stayed in Nashik for
a couple of days. “Asymptomatic
patients and high-risk contacts
are supposed to be in home-
quarantine,” he said.

Chahal said that in line with
the strict guidelines issued by
the BMC to check the spread of
the Covid-19 in the city, asymp-
tomatic patients would be
stamped. 

“We will request them and
ask them to be at home, it would
be an appeal. If they do not fol-
low, we will put them in insti-
tutional quarantine. We are also
telling the housing society man-
agements to ensure that unless
the patients test negative they
should not be allowed to step
out of their homes,” the Mumbai
civic chief said.

As a measure to keep track
of asymptomatic patients, the
BMC  employees will call the
home landline numbers of
asymptomatic patients at least
five times in a day to check if
they are at home.
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In view of increase in the Non-alcoholic fatty
liver diseases in the country,  the Union Health

Ministry on Monday launched the operational
guidelines for the integration of the non-com-
municable diseases with NPCDCS (National
Programme for Prevention and Control of
Cancer, Diabetes, Cardiovascular Diseases and
Stroke) for its better management.

Dr  Harsh Vardhan said, “NAFLD, the
abnormal accumulation of fat in the liver in the
absence of secondary causes of fatty liver, such
as harmful alcohol use, viral hepatitis, or med-
ications is a serious health concern as it encom-
passes a spectrum of liver abnormalities, from
a simple non-alcoholic fatty liver (NAFL, sim-
ple fatty liver disease) to more advanced ones
like non-alcoholic steatohepatitis (NASH), cir-
rhosis and even liver cancer.

“Globally, NASH caused 40 lakh prevalent
cases of compensated cirrhosis in 1990, which
increased to 94 lakh cases in 2017.”

Underscoring the importance of tackling
NAFLD as a step to tackling the country's bur-
den of non-communicable diseases, he noted.

“Epidemiological studies suggest the preva-
lence of NAFLD is around 9 per cent to 32 per
cent of the general population in India with a
higher prevalence in those with overweight or
obesity and those with diabetes or prediabetes.
Researchers have found NAFLD in 40 per cent
to 80 per cent of people who have type 2 dia-
betes and in 30 per cent to 90 per cent of peo-
ple who are obese,” Harsh Vardhan said.

“Studies also suggest that people with
NAFLD have a greater chance of developing car-
diovascular disease. Cardiovascular disease is the
most common cause of death in NAFLD. Once
the disease develops, there is no specific cure
available.

“Health promotion and prevention aspects
targeting weight reduction, healthy lifestyle, and
control of aforementioned risk factors are the
mainstays to disease progression and prevent the
mortality and morbidity due to NAFLD,” he
added.
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Kasaragod (Ker): With the
Karnataka government rein-
stating stricter control of tran-
sit passengers from Kerala in
view of increasing COVID-19
positive cases, people bound to
Mangaluru and other parts of
Dakshina Kannada from here
for various purposes, including
medical needs and studies, are
in a fix again.

Long queues of vehicles
could be seen in the border
areas since morning as
Karnataka authorities sealed
many roads, including nation-
al highways and restricted entry
only for those with COVID-19
negative certificates.

The Dakshina Kannada
authorities sealed all borders
from Monda, except four to
cross over, sources said.

According to Karnataka
officials at the borders,those
who wish to enter the state have
to produce COVID-19 negative
certificate through an RT-PCR
test taken 72 hours prior to their
cross over time.

Health and police person-
nel are on duty at the four bor-
ders, viz.Talapady in Mangalore
taluk, Saradka in Bantwal,

Nettanige-Mudnuru in Puttur
taluk and Jalsoor in Sullia, to
verify and allow people's entry
into Karnataka.

Meanwhile, Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said
the issue would be brought to
the notice of the Centre.

“Karnataka's move closing
the border roads and blocking
vehicles is against the central
government's guidelines that no
state should impose any restric-
tion on the inter-state travel,” he
said.  Speaking at the COVID-
19 review meeting at
Thiruvananthapuram, he also
said state DGP Loknath Behera
had already brought the matter
to the notice of his counterpart
in Karnataka, who assured that
vehicles carrying essential com-
modities would be exempted
from the restrictions. The state
government would continue to
be in touch with the Karnataka
authorities to resolve the issue
completely, he added. The resi-
dents in and around Kasaragod,
the northernmost district of
Kerala, have been thronging
Mangaluru in Karnataka for
decades for treatment at the spe-
cialty hospitals there.   PTI
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Amaravati: Sharply contesting
the claims made by Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) supremo
N. Chandrababu Naidu,
Andhra Pradesh State Election
Commissioner (SEC),
Nimmagadda Ramesh Kumar
on Monday said the four-phase
panchayat elections were held
peacefully and expressed com-
plete satisfaction over the polls.

"Police strictly participated
in the election duty, including
setting aside their Covid-19
vaccination, which did not
lead to any untoward incident.
The Election Commission
expresses complete satisfac-
tion," Kumar added.

He also highlighted that
the number of unanimous polls
were also not abnormal.

"When we conducted the
elections for 13,097 positions
(panchayats), only 2,195 posi-
tions or 16 per cent of them
had unanimous polls," the SEC
said.

However, contradicting
Kumar, Chandrababu Naidu
and TDP leaders have been
making a barrage of allegations
that the polls were not held in
a free and fair manner.

According to Kumar,
10,890 'sarpanches' have direct-
ly competed in the elections
and won, including up to 50
per cent women and represen-
tatives from the weaker sec-
tions.

Kumar hoped that those
winning the elections would
provide good leadership.

He also heaped praise on
employees of different gov-
ernment departments for their
services in holding the polls
peacefully across the state
which continued for nearly a
month.

"In every phase of the polls,
nearly more than 90,000 gov-
ernment employees from all
departments have participated.
More than 50,000 policemen
also participated in every phase
of the elections," said Kumar,
who retired as an Indian
Administrative Service (IAS)

officer.
Indicating the high level of

participation in the polls,
Kumar added, more than 80
per cent voters exercised their
franchise.

He appreciated the
Director General of Police,
Chief Secretary and the Health
department for their coopera-
tion and services.

The holding of rural local
body (panchayat) elections had
emerged as a major flashpoint
between the SEC and the YSR
Congress Party government,
which have been at loggerheads
for more than a year.

The panchayat elections
were originally slated in 2018
when the tenure of the local
bodies expired back then but
Kumar chose not to hold them
and waited until 2021.

However, Chief Minister
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy pro-
posed the idea of going to the
polls in March 2020 but Kumar
refused holding them citing the
coronavirus pandemic, which
had lead to a major row
between the two.

Reddy accused Kumar of
acting at the behest of opposi-
tion leader N. Chandrababu
Naidu, during whose tenure he
was appointed and even tried
to replace him, which backfired
as the SEC has constitutional
protection equal to a Supreme
Court judge.

With just one more month
left as the SEC, Kumar has suc-
cessfully conducted the polls
which the state government
could not stall with their defer-
ment appeal being dismissed in
the Supreme Court. IANS
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President, Biden was personal-
ly entrusted the task of yet
another troop pullout, this
time from Iraq (Biden had ear-
lier voted for authorising mil-
itary force in 2002, then as the
Chairman of Senate
Committee on Foreign
Relations). This withdrawal of
1,50,000 troops when the
“enemy” was clearly not defeat-
ed, was to prove fatal. It creat-
ed a sudden vacuum and the
Al-Qaida metastasized into
ISIS and, within a couple of
months, the “caliphate” had
emerged over most of the
Syrian-Iraqi swathes. A new
dimension of global terror,
regional upheaval and reli-
gious extremism was born —
all fingers pointed towards a
premature withdrawal of US
troops, among other factors.
Importantly, Biden had then
personally punted on one of the
most controversial, sectarian
and irresponsible locals, Nouri
al-Maliki, to manage the show
in the absence of US troops.
The troops had to return to Iraq
in 2014 to undo the damage of
what was clearly a wrong deci-
sion to withdraw. Around the
same time, Biden was pushing
hard for a similar scale-down of
the US troops in Afghanistan
with a limited mandate of
counterterrorism, like proposed
in Iraq — however, President

Barack Obama heeded the
counsel of his Generals, who
suggested otherwise.

In 2021, President Biden
has inherited Donald Trump’s
decisions for complete with-
drawal of US troops from
Afghanistan and Somalia
where, yet again, the “enemy” in
the form of Taliban (and affili-
ates) and Al-Shabab, respective-
ly, is waiting menacingly.
Somalia withdrawal has already
happened and the ravaged ter-
ritory is again left precariously
poised. Afghanistan as the hub
of regional/global terror has an
altogether different portent at
stake. Clearly the deadline for
complete withdrawal of the
troops by May 1, 2021, is star-
ing in the face for the force of
about 2,500 troops (down from
1,00,000 in 2011) and the con-
flated “peace agreement” with
the Taliban that underwrites
such a withdrawal, remains
routinely and supremely violat-
ed. The surge of marauding
Taliban towards an embattled
Kabul continues and herein to
assume that 2,500 US troops
would be able to withstand pres-
sures that a one-time composi-
tion of 1,00,000 could not — let
alone the situation when even
this miniscule element departs
as planned — is disastrous. 

The practical logic of
“counterterrorism level” pres-

ence does not hold good, as vet-
ted by history. Blind adherence
to commitments without
assuming inevitabilities will
deligitimise the cost in terms of
lives lost, resources and ratio-
nales invested in the last 20
years, besides affording a terror-
based sovereign. A recent
bipartisan US Congress-
appointed Afghan Study Group
has concluded a damning
assessment of the Taliban’s own
commitments towards condi-
tionalities so far, and fore-
warned of impending bloody
civil war, therefore suggesting
the abandonment/extension of
the May 1 timeline. Biden
must be guided by his memo-
ry and experiences of the ear-
lier US withdrawals and the
subsequent costs to the US. Its
global interventions have rarely
succeeded, however, leaving
mid-course has always made
situations worse. Timing is
everything and, as things stand
in Afghanistan, currently it
looks ominous. Biden must
rethink withdrawal commit-
ments and imperatives in
Afghanistan — personal expe-
rience should advise him so.

(The writer, a military
veteran, is a former Lt
Governor of Andaman &
Nicobar Islands and
Puducherry. The views
expressed are personal.)
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On January 3, 1973, 30-
year-old Joe Biden got
elected for the first
time to the United

States (US) Senate. On January
27, 1973, just 24 days later, a face-
saving “Agreement on Ending the
War and restoring Peace in
Vietnam” was signed with full
knowledge among the belligerent
parties of what was inevitable.
This sham “peace accord”
enabled the battle-weary US
troops to withdraw and the last
troops were airlifted on April 30,
1975 — later that day, the US ally
in southern Vietnam capitulated
and its leader Thieu was left fum-
ing: “The US did not keep its
promise to help us fight for free-
dom. It was in the same fight that
the US lost 50,000 of its young
men.” Then US President Gerald
Ford argued about opening the
doors to South Vietnamese who
had fought on the US side.
However, the young Biden insist-
ed that the US had “no obligation,
moral or otherwise, to evacuate
foreign nationals”. Biden’s youth-
ful bravado aside, the US troops’
withdrawal from the unpopular
war did not end as scripted in the
purported “peace accord”.

In 1995, the US troops
escorted out the final remnant of
the UN peacekeeping force from
Somalia even as local militiamen
were firing upon the withdraw-
ing force. Banalities from the UN
Secretary General, that efforts to
bring peace and aid to Somalia
would continue, flew in the face
of the ground reality of advanc-
ing militias. Over 100 UN peace-
keepers and 42 US troops had
died before the final withdraw-
al. Importantly, the nemesis of the
UN/US force i.e. ruthless warlord
General Aidid was still alive, and
gaining ground. Expectedly,
General Aidid soon declared
himself the President of Somalia
and a full-fledged civil war broke
out. By now, Biden was no longer
a wet-behind-the-ears Senator
and had already run for the 1988
Democratic presidential nomina-
tion. Also, as a longtime member
of the US Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations, the immedi-
ate impact of troop withdrawal
from Somalia would not have
been lost on Biden.

Cut to 2011. By now the Vice-
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Sir—It is worrying that the number of
COVID-19 infection cases is again on the
rise and States like Maharashtra and Kerala
are the worst affected. With new mutants
of the deadly virus invading India, it
seems that our vaccination programme will
fall flat as against these new strains there
are no vaccines developed yet and if it starts
to rapidly spread, then we will be facing a
crisis  more devastating than the first wave
of infection. 

For rapid vaccination, the Government
must involve private players, else the
spread of infection will supersede the rate
of vaccination and recoveries.The
Government should ask the private com-
panies to divert their funds under the
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) for
the cause. Rapid and mass vaccination is not
possible without private participation.    

Further, instead of developing differ-
ent vaccines for different mutations, the sci-
entists must try to develop a single vaccine
which should work against all the present
strains and also future possible mutants.
Also, all States must cooperate in terms of
logistics and resource sharing in fighting the
pandemic. All the States who are failing to
control the spread of the pandemic must
be penalised heavily and, if required, the
Centre should impose President’s Rule cit-
ing extraordinary situation or health emer-
gency. On the other hand, people must take
all necessary precautions like wearing of
masks, sanitising their hands, maintaining
social distancing to keep the infection at bay.
We cannot act carelessly at this juncture, it’s
a question of life and death. 

M Raghuraman | Mumbai
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Sir —This refers to the editorial ‘Chinese
checkers’ (February 20). Finally, the Xi
Jinping-led Chinese administration admit-
ted the loss of four soldiers during the
Galwan Valley faceoff with India in June
last year. It is a matter of shame for China
that it took the PLA eight months to recog-
nise the demise of its soldiers and that
must have sent an indication down to its

ranks that the Chinese Army does not care
for the martyrdom of its soldiers, unlike
India which honours its martyrs. 

These exchanges and clashes at the
friction points are more of a perception
battle rather than being a stage for “war”,
and it is more prudent to accept and lead
swiftly with changing scenarios instead of
hiding the facts, ignoring the truths and
bearing the brunt later.  

Such instances by the Army and
administration might lower the morale of
soldiers, which is evident on the Chinese
side, but India is leading with high emo-
tional quotient and the morale of our
Army personnel is high as ever. It was also
evident during the recent disengagement
dialogue. The morale of our soldiers is
much higher than that of their Chinese
counterparts.    

Nischai Vats | Sultanpur
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Sir —It is not only for the elders to jog and
walk but even yongsters and people of

middle age should walk. It helps in main-
taining the cholesterol level and burning
extra body fat. However, it is seen that
many people even take doctors’ advice for
granted and do nothing to control their
blood pressure and sugar levels except tak-
ing medicines. 

Lifestyle diseases are very common
these days and lakhs of people die because
of it. The urban lifestyle and extreme work
pressure has given us a convenient life but
has taken a toll on our health. 

The cause of concern is that lifestyle
diseases are irreversible and if a person falls
prey to these, s/he can lead a healthy life
only by taking precaution and medicines.
While COVID-19 has devastated our
lives, it was witnessed that those having 
co-morbities were more vulnerable.
Lifestyle diseases coupled with COVID are
dangerous. 

N Soumik | Bhubaneswar 
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The State-owned Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC) is forming a new
wholly-owned subsidiary company with

the objective of sourcing, marketing and trading
natural gas. The company is already into explo-
ration and production of gas (besides crude oil)
which it sells to a variety of industries manufac-
turing fertilisers, power, chemicals, petrochem-
icals, CNG, gas for household consumption and
so on.

So what has prompted it to set up a sepa-
rate company solely for the purpose of trading
and marketing of gas? It is not a simple case of
business restructuring, but an attempt to circum-
vent control on the price of gas imposed by the
Union Government. To understand how it seeks
to do so, let us have a look at the extant pricing
structure.   

Under the pricing guidelines effective since
November 2014, for all domestic supplies from
fields given under the New Exploration and
Licencing Policy (NELP), as also blocks given on
nomination to ONGC and Oil India Limited
(OIL) before the NELP, the price — call it nor-
mal price — is a weighted average of prices at four
international locations in the US, the UK,
Canada and Russia. It is revised every six
months in a financial year and the current price,
from October 1, 2020, is $1.79 per million Btu
(British thermal unit).

Also, under a special package for deep/ultra-
deep, high-pressure/high-temperature (HP/HT)
fields announced in March 2016, the supplies are
allowed a market-based price, subject to a ceil-
ing which is linked to the prices of alternate fuels,
including fuel oil, naphtha and LNG. The cur-
rent ceiling price is $4.06 per million Btu, known
as the “premium” price, the applicable price is
arrived at based on competitive bidding — in
which earlier, affiliates of gas producers were not
allowed to participate. If the discovered price
exceeds the ceiling, then the buyer pays only the
ceiling price. From October 2020, the bar on par-
ticipation of affiliates of the gas producing firm
was removed. This means that the producer can
buy its own gas (albeit through its affiliate) and
sell it to third parties at a higher rate thereby cir-
cumventing the ceiling price. Reliance Industries
Limited (RIL), which produces gas from the KG-
D6 field in the Krishna Godavari basin, did pre-
cisely this. In an auction on February 5, offer-
ing 7.5 mmscmd (million standard cubic meter
per day) of new gas from this field, its subsidiary
Reliance O2C Limited bought 4.8 mmscmd at a
price of $4.06 per million Btu and sold it for $6-
7 per million Btu to GAIL India Limited (Ltd),
Shell and others.          

The ONGC wants to do a repeat of what
Reliance has done by forming a wholly-owned
subsidiary which will buy any new gas coming
from the former’s deep/ultra-deep fields such as
KG-D5 also in the KG basin (projected at about
15 mmscmd) and in turn, sell it to firms such as
Mangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals Ltd
(MRPL) at a price much higher than $4.06 per
million Btu. Being a company whose majority is
owned by the Centre, any decision by the
ONGC Board could not have been taken with-
out its prior approval. In other words, the Centre
is amenable to the gas producer breaking the ceil-

ing (set by none other than the
Centre itself) and selling at a high-
er market discovered price. Put
simply, the Government’s initial
decision to put a cap on the price
gets nullified by its subsequent
action of allowing an affiliate of the
gas producer to bid.           

The supplies from fields given
under the Open Acreage Licencing
Policy (OALP) (introduced in July
2017) are already eligible for mar-
ket-based pricing. This also applies
to unconventional hydrocarbons
such as shale gas, coal bed methane
(CBM) from the fields awarded
under the NELP. Further, supplies
from the so-called marginal fields
(a total of 149) previously with the
ONGC and OIL and recently auc-
tioned to private entities, also
qualify for complete freedom of
pricing. Now, gas companies are
building pressure on the
Government to alter the mecha-
nism of fixing even the normal
price applicable to supplies from
fields given under NELP and nom-
ination blocks to the ONGC and
OIL before the NELP. The Ministry
of Petroleum and Natural Gas had
agreed to look into this and even
set up a committee. That was in
October, 2020 when an idea was
mooted to fix a floor price linked
to the Japan-Korea Marker (JKM)
— a benchmark index used to
determine LNG tariff in North Asia
—with a discount. This would
have yielded a floor of $4 million
Btu. 

Putting all the pieces together,
one gets a sense that gas firms will

receive price on an escalating scale
with a minimum of $4 per million
Btu and maximum, hitting any
level depending on the demand-
supply scenario. Is this what the
Modi Government had planned
for? 

It may be worthwhile to go
back to 2014 when it had under-
taken a  review of the gas pricing
formula finalised by the then UPA
Government (January 2014) which
could not be implemented in view
of impending general elections.
Then Team Modi had categorical-
ly rejected market-based pricing,
arguing that domestic supply of gas
being far short of demand, this
would result in high price, which
users, particularly the fertiliser
industry, power and city gas — they
account for nearly three-fourth of
total gas use — can’t afford. In fer-
tilisers, bulk of the gas is used for
producing urea, whose maximum
retail price (MRP) is controlled at
a low level to make it affordable to
farmers. The excess cost of supply
is reimbursed as subsidy to man-
ufacturers. If gas is priced high,
with the MRP remaining
unchanged, this will result in high-
er subsidy, which the Government
wants to avoid.

Likewise, States want to pay
less on power subsidy even as they
order a big slice of it to be supplied
at low tariff or even free to farm-
ers and poor households, unrelat-
ed to cost.

These overarching considera-
tions weighed heavily on the rul-
ing dispensation when it decided

to stick to price regulation. For the
same reason, it exercises control
over the allocation of gas. Of the
total supply, 31 per cent is given to
power, 24 per cent to fertilisers and
22 per cent is allotted for city gas.
Since then, nothing has changed as
to warrant a move towards market-
based pricing. Neither has the
Government done away with con-
trol on urea’s MRP nor do States
have any plans to shed supply of
free power to key constituents.

In this scenario, if the
Government allows gas producers
to charge what they want, one
shudders to even think of where the
fertiliser and power subsidy bill will
reach (every one dollar per million
Btu hike in gas price increases urea
subsidy by about �4,000 crore
annually). To accommodate the ris-
ing subsidy, it may have to further
loosen the already relaxed fiscal
deficit trajectory, outlined by the
Finance Minister on February 1, for
the next five years (6.8 per cent of
the Gross Domestic Product in
2021-22 gliding down to 4.5 per
cent in 2025-26).    

The Government needs to
make a clear-cut choice. If it feels
that high price to gas producers is
the only way to make them deliv-
er more supplies, then it should
remove all controls on fertilisers,
power and so on and let them
adjust as per market forces. If it
can’t, it should regulate gas prices
and strictly adhere to the
November 2014 guidelines —
annulling all subsequent modifica-
tions.
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Today, human societies
have a wider array of
options towards making

lifestyle and economic choices.
But it is becoming increasing-
ly clear that all our choices need
to remain within the 1.5º
Celsius Paris Agreement goals,
for shaping our pathways
responsibly and leaving a clean-
er environment as a legacy. All
too often, investments in the
environment are seen as costs
but the reality is that spending
on green initiatives now would
be the biggest cost saving of all
times. It is high time we realised
that the economy is a subset of
the environment and not vice
versa and a green recovery will
provide thriving economics
and a safer planet for everyone.

World leaders have come
together on the need to counter
the challenges of climate
change and the COP-26
International Climate Summit,
scheduled to be held later this

year, is going to be a pivotal
moment for the world to agree
on actionable steps to prevent
the catastrophic warming of
our planet. India, being the
world’s fourth-largest carbon
emitter with a population of 1.3
billion people, requires signif-
icant strides in greening its
energy ecosystem with more
sustainable and benign tech-
nologies, including fast track-
ing the adoption of renewable
resources for propelling socio-
economic development.

Our country’s transition
to a fully sustainable energy sys-
tem shall be enabled by the
push for cleaner energy and
decarbonising the energy sec-
tor, which accounts for a quar-
ter of global emissions, will be
vital for the same. 

Fossil fuels make up 75 per
cent of India’s energy mix (with
coal as the major contributor),
while the spectrum of renew-
able power including hydro,

solar and wind energy with
zero carbon emissions compris-
es just 10 per cent, the rest
being biomass, urban and
industrial waste power.  A
desired change in the energy
mix will depend on innovative
technologies, growing energy
demand, strong wind and solar
resources, policy support and
growing investments to ensure
smart, reliable, clean and
affordable energy to over a bil-
lion people with an energy con-
sumption rate growing faster
than all major economies in the
world.

One of the key success
indicators of any country is
positive balance of payments
with exports in surplus to
imports. Our economy is large-
ly dependent upon the import
of oil which is to the tune of
�7.5 lakh crore annually (15 per
cent of the total import bill).
Reduction in this will go a long
way in fostering India’s energy

independence and a solid
action plan is required to grad-
ually migrate from the use of
fossil fuels to renewable
sources, including the usage of
hydrogen in the energy sector.

This will ultimately lead us
to the basket of “Happy Fuels”
i.e., a fuel bringing happiness to
self, society and the nation by
way of being economical, envi-
ronment friendly, safer with
more affordability and better
reach.

To reduce petroleum use,
greenhouse gas (GHG) emis-
sions, air pollution, and con-

tribute to more diverse and effi-
cient energy infrastructure, the
Centre has focused on pioneer-
ing initiatives like the
International Solar Alliance
and new initiatives like ‘One
Sun, One World, One Grid’,
World Solar Bank and so on. 

Technological progress is
on the cusp of making decar-
bonisation economically viable.
India’s story on solar energy
encapsulates the economic
argument to switch to cleaner
sources of power generation.
The most recent auction for
solar energy received bids of a
record low of �2 per unit indi-
cating that the transition to an
economy with net-zero emis-
sions can both be viable and
sustainable. Green hydrogen as
an energy resource is gaining
momentum. Already major
developed countries have for-
ayed in this area, with Japan
being the leader. Produced
from renewable energy, green

hydrogen is a zero-emission
multipurpose fuel used for
long-term energy storage and
helps decarbonise transport,
heating and industrial process-
es such as steel and cement
making. With huge renewable
potential, India has a tremen-
dous opportunity to explore the
green hydrogen route to kick-
off energy transition. 

The Centre, in the recent
Budget,  announced the estab-
lishment of a Hydrogen
Mission, which is a step in the
right direction. Several initia-
tives to convert coal to gas are
underway and migration to the
hydrogen economy needs to be
ramped up in the same way. 

Significantly, businesses
must maintain a balance to pro-
tect, sustain and enhance
human and natural resources
that will be needed in the
future. Organisations are
required to shift from wealth
creation to value creation with

increased social responsibility.
If we are to match the pace

of energy development in the
world, following a super-con-
scious approach and methods
need to be adopted. We must
develop a vision with a target
to become energy independent
by 2047; develop a hybrid
model i.e., blending of conven-
tional and renewable energy
sources and formulate an
action plan. There must be
aggressive implementation for
achieving scale and affordabil-
ity, plus energy efficiency must
be a Key Performance Area of
organisations. Schools, col-
leges, civil society and organi-
sations should partner and
engage Generation Next in
making a change for a better
tomorrow.

Energy independence
needs to be a major focus area
to shape India as a DESH i.e.,
having Development, Energy,
Security and Harmony. 
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Beijing: China on Monday
urged the US to stop “smear-
ing” the ruling Communist
Party of China (CPC) and it's
one-party political system, lift
sanctions on trade and halt
Washington's backing of “sep-
aratist forces” in Taiwan, Tibet,
Hong Kong and Xinjiang.

In his annual speech at the
Lanting Forum, focussing on
China-US ties, Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi said the
Biden administration should
“adjust” the hardline policy
pursued by former President
Donald Trump towards Beijing
to check its growing influence.

“We have no intention to
challenge or replace the United
States. We are ready to have
peaceful coexistence and seek
common development with
the United States,” Wang said.

“Likewise, we hope the
United States will respect
China's core interests, nation-
al dignity, and rights to devel-
opment. We urge the United
States to stop smearing the
CPC and China's political sys-

tem, stop conniving at or even
supporting the erroneous
words and actions of separatist
forces for 'Taiwan indepen-
dence', and stop undermining
China's sovereignty and secu-
rity on internal affairs con-
cerning Hong Kong, Xinjiang
and Tibet,” he said.

“We hope that the US side
will adjust its policies as soon
as possible, among others,
remove unreasonable tariffs
on Chinese goods, lift its uni-
lateral sanctions on Chinese
companies and research and
educational institutes, and
abandon irrational suppres-
sion of China,” he said.

The relations between
China and the US are at an all
time low. The two countries are
currently engaged in a bitter
confrontation over various
issues, including trade, the ori-
gins of the novel coronavirus
pandemic, the communist
giant's aggressive military
moves in the disputed South
China Sea and human rights.

US President Joe Biden

who spoke to his Chinese
counterpart Xi Jinping for over
two hours in his first phone call
on February 11 later said there
would be “repercussions” for
China's human rights abuses
and he made the message clear
to his Chinese counterpart in
his talks.

In a CNN town hall on
February 17, Biden said he
stressed to Xi during their
long conversation that the US
would continue to assert its role
as a voice for human rights  on
the world stage, including at the
United Nations and other inter-
national agencies.

“We must speak up for
human rights. It's who we are,”
the Hong Kong-based South
China Morning Post quoted
Biden as saying.

“There will be repercus-
sions for China, and [Xi]
knows that,” he said. China is
trying very hard to become the
world leader and to get that
moniker, and to be able to do
that, they have to gain the con-
fidence of other countries. PTI

Port Louis: External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar on Monday
called on Mauritius Prime Minister Pravind Jugnauth and held
talks with Foreign Minister M Alan Ganoo during which they
reviewed the “excellent” bilateral relations and successful devel-
opment partnership.

Jaishankar, who arrived here in India's strategically key mar-
itime neighbour in the Indian Ocean region on Sunday night
from the Maldives on the last leg of his two-nation tour, also
reiterated that India will be a ready partner in Mauritius' eco-
nomic recovery and revival efforts.

“Delighted to begin Mauritius visit with a meeting with
FM Alan Ganoo. Reviewed our excellent bilateral relations &
successful development partnership. Reiterated that India will
be a ready partner in Mauritius' economic recovery & revival
efforts,” Jaishankar tweeted.

Later, Jaishankar called on Prime Minister Jugnauth, who
is of Indian-origin, and handed him over 100,000 additional
doses of commercially procured ‘Made in India' COVID-19
vaccines.

“India's helping hand - always over the horizon.
Symbolically handed over 100,000 additional doses of com-
mercially procured Made in India Covid vaccines,” he tweet-
ed. He also conveyed warm greetings from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to Prime Minister Jugnauth. “Commend man-
agement of the pandemic under his leadership,” Jaishankar
tweeted.

“Comprehensive discussions on the status of implemen-
tation of various infrastructure projects. Appreciate the effi-
ciency of the Mauritius side in taking them forward,” he said
in another tweet. He will also call on President Prithvirajsing
Roopun, who is also of Indian-origin.

During his visit, Jaishankar will review all aspects of bilat-
eral relations, ongoing implementation of various infrastruc-
ture projects  being carried out by India in Mauritius, and hold
discussions on  bilateral, regional and global issues of mutu-
al interest including India's assistance to Mauritius. PTI

Kinshasa (Congo): The Italian ambas-
sador to Congo, an Italian carabineri
police officer and their Congolese dri-
ver were killed on Monday in an attack
on a U.N. Convoy in an area that is
home to myriad rebel groups, the
Foreign Ministry and local people said.

The ambush occurred as the con-
voy was travelling from Goma, Congo's
eastern regional capital, to visit a World
Food Program school feeding project
in Rutshuru, the U.N. Agency said in a
statement. 

WFP said it was seeking informa-
tion from local authorities, as the
ambush occurred on a road that had
previously been cleared for travel with-
out security escorts.

Luca Attanasio, Italy's ambassador
to the country since 2017, carabinieri
officer Vittorio Iacovacci and their
driver were killed. Other members of
the convoy were injured, WFP said.

The attack occurred in the territo-
ry of Nyiragongo, in North Kivu, the
same area, known as the “three anten-
nas,” where two Britons were kid-
napped by unidentified armed men in
2018, said Mambo Kaway, president of
a local civil society group.

“There were five people aboard the
vehicle, including the Italian ambas-

sador,” Kaway said.  “The driver died
after being shot with several bullets, and
others were wounded,” he said.

“The situation is very tense,” he
added.The wounded were taken to a
nearby UN Hospital.The North Kivu
governor, Carly Nzanzu Kasivita, said
that the vehicles were taken hostage and
escorted into the bush and that when
local people saw them, they alerted the
authorities. 

The Congolese army and park
guards for Virunga National Park came
to the rescue, he said. 

“There was an exchange of fire. The
attackers fired at the bodyguard and the
ambassador,” the governor said, adding
that the ambassador later died from his
wounds. Attanasio, a 43-year-old career
diplomat, leaves a wife and three young
children. The attack, a few kilometers
north of the regional capital of Goma,
was just next to the Virunga National
Park. Last month gunmen shot and
killed at least six rangers in the
Rutshuru area of the park.

Marie Tumba Nzenza, Minister of
Foreign Affairs, sent her condolences
and promised the Italian government
that the Congolese government would
do all it could to investigate and find out
who is behind the killings. AP
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Mauritius and India have
the common ambition of

working for a safe, secure and
prosperous Indian Ocean,
Mauritius Prime Minister
Pravind Jugnauth said on
Monday after his meeting with
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar during which they
discussed a range of issues,
including ensuring peace and
respect for the rule of law in the
strategically-vital Indo-Pacific
region.

Jaishankar arrived here on
Sunday from the Maldives on
the last leg of his two-nation
tour.

“This morning I had a very
fruitful meeting with Jaishankar
where we reviewed several
aspects of our cooperation and
relationship and how best to
move forward,” Jugnauth while
jointly addressing the media
with Jaishankar.

Mauritius and India remain
committed to working together
bilaterally and as regional part-
ners to enhance capacity for sus-
tainable management of marine
resources and to address chal-
lenges in the maritime domains,
he said.

“We have the common
ambition and responsibility of

preserving and working for a
safe, secure and the prosperous
Indian Ocean,” he said.

“Ensuring peace and respect
for the rule of law in the Indo-
Pacific region was one of the
issues which I discussed with Dr
Jaishankar during our meeting
today,” Jugnauth said, in a veiled
reference to China.

India, the US and several
other world powers have been
talking about the need to ensure
a free, open and thriving Indo-
Pacific in the backdrop of
China''s rising military manoeu-
vring in the region. 

The Chinese military is also
actively eying the strategic
Indian Ocean region to step up
Beijing influence.

China claims nearly all of
the disputed South China Sea,
though Taiwan, the Philippines,
Brunei, Malaysia and Vietnam
all claim parts of it. Beijing has
built artificial islands and mili-
tary installations in the South
China Sea.

“I welcome the renewed
commitment of the QUAD
countries to upholding a rules-
based international order under
them respect for territorial
integrity and sovereignty, the
rule of law, transparency, free-
dom of navigation in the inter-
national waters and peaceful res-

olution of disputes,” Jugnauth
said.

“Adherence to these princi-
ples is crucial to the mainte-
nance of peace and friendliness
among nations based on the
respect for the rule of law… I
have no doubt that the visit of
Dr Jaishankar will add a new
impetus to the excellent rela-
tionship between Mauritius and
India,” he said.

Quad ministerial is an
informal grouping of four coun-
tries, namely, Australia, India,
Japan and the United States.

In 2017, the four countries
gave shape to the long-pending
proposal of setting up the
“Quad” or the Quadrilateral
coalition to counter China''s
aggressive behaviour in the
Indo-Pacific region.”We have
converging views on the need to
work together to strengthen the
rules-based international order,
global governance and institu-
tions including those of the
United Nations system,”
Jugnauth said.

“India is helping more than
50 countries, including
Mauritius, to boost space tech-
nology. We continue to look to
India as an indispensable part-
ner in building up air capabili-
ties to derive benefits from
space technology,” he said.

Dubai: The belly of the Emirates plane
that touched down in Dubai early Sunday
from Brussels was stuffed with precious
cargo: tens of thousands of doses of the
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine.

The arrival was part of an effort by
the Middle East's biggest airline to pivot
from shuttling people to shipping cargo
— and grabbing a central role in the glob-
al vaccine delivery race.

As the coronavirus pandemic con-
tinues to clobber the aviation industry,
the disaster has hit long-haul carriers like
Emirates hardest. So the airline is ferry-
ing around the very substance it hopes
will get passengers back into its seats and
revive the flagging travel sector. 

Over the weekend, workers scurried
around the tarmac at the Dubai
International Airport, unloading sever-
al aluminum containers crammed with
vaccine vials and dry ice into a vast flo-
rescent-lit cargo terminal.

The key transit hub, previously used
for the global shipment of pharmaceu-
ticals, is now at the center of a growing
vaccine supply network based in the
United Arab Emirates. 

State-owned carrier Emirates already
has delivered millions of doses to Latin
America, South Africa and Egypt from
major manufacturing hubs in India and
elsewhere. AP

Beijing: China on Monday
expressed its support for India
in hosting this year's BRICS
summit and said it will work
with New Delhi to strengthen
the cooperation among the five-
member grouping of emerging 
economies.

India has assumed the
BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India,
China, South Africa)
Chairmanship for 2021 and is set
to hold this year's summit.

On February 19, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
launched India's BRICS 2021
website at the BRICS Secretariat
at Sushma Swaraj Bhawan in
New Delhi. Asked about India
assuming the BRICS
Chairmanship this year, China's
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Wang Wenbin told a media
briefing here that Beijing backs
New Delhi in hosting the sum-
mit. “The BRICS is a coopera-
tion mechanism with global

influence consisting of emerging
economies and developing
countries. In recent years, it has
seen greater solidarity and deep-
er practical cooperation and
greater influence,” Wang said.

BRICS is now a “positive,
stable and constructive force” in
international affairs, he said,
adding that China attaches
importance to this mechanism.

“We are committed to deep-
ening strategic partnership with-
in it to consolidate solidarity and
cooperation,” Wang said.

“We support India hosting
this year's meeting and will
work with it and other members
to strengthen communication
dialogue and consolidate the
three-pillar cooperation, expand
BRICS plus cooperation and
work for greater progress under
BRICS and also help the world
to defeat Covid-19, resume eco-
nomic growth and improve
global governance,” he said.PTI

Yangon: Protesters gathered in
Myanmar's biggest city on Monday
despite the ruling junta's threat to use
lethal force against people who join
a general strike against the military's
takeover three weeks ago.

More than 1,000 protesters gath-
ered near the U.S. Embassy in Yangon
despite barriers blocking the way, but
left to avoid a confrontation after 20
military trucks with riot police arrived
nearby. Protests continued in other
parts of the city, including next to Sule
Pagoda, a traditional gathering
point.

Factories, workplaces and shops
were shuttered across the country
Monday in response to the call for a
nationwide strike. The closings
extended to the capital, Naypyitaw.

The junta had warned against a
general strike in a public announce-
ment Sunday night on state television
broadcaster MRTV.

“It is found that the protesters
have raised their incitement towards
riot and anarchy mob on the day of
22 February. Protesters are now incit-

ing the people, especially emotional
teenagers and youths, to a con-
frontation path where they will suf-
fer the loss of life,” the onscreen text
said in English, replicating the spo-
ken announcement in Burmese.

The junta's statement also blamed
criminals for past protest violence,
with the result that “the security force
members had to fire back.” Three pro-
testers have been fatally shot. Trucks
cruised the streets of Yangon on
Sunday night, blaring similar warn-
ings.

The protest movement, which
seeks to restore power to the elected
government of Aung San Suu Kyi and
have her and other leaders released
from detention, has embraced non-
violence.

The nationwide strike was
dubbed Five-Twos, for the five num-
ber twos in the numeric form of
Monday's date.

“I am joining the 22222 nation-
wide protest as a citizen of the coun-
try. We must join the protest this time
without fail,” said 42-year-old Zayar,

who owns a bottled water business in
the capital. “So I've closed down my
factory and joined the demonstra-
tion.”

Zin Mi Mi Aung, a 27-year-old
saleswoman, also joined the strike.
“We don't want to be governed by the
regime,” she said as people marched
and chanted behind her. “We will
fight against them until we win.”
Thousands of people gathered in the
capital's wide boulevards, many on
motorbikes to allow swift movement
in the event of any police action.

Reports and photos of protests,
some very large, in at least a dozen
cities and towns were posted on social
media. 

There were pictures of a partic-
ularly colorful event in Taunggyi, the
capital of Shan State, where scores of
small red hot-air balloons were set
aloft.

A bigger one was adorned with
a drawing of the three-finger salute
adopted by the anti-coup move-
ment. The city is famous for its annu-
al hot-air balloon festival. AP

Bekasi (Indonesia):Thousands of residents are being
evacuated on the outskirts of Indonesia's capital amid
flooding after the Citarum River embankment broke,
officials said on Monday.

Bekasi district in Indonesia's West Java province
have experienced flooding since Saturday because of
heavy rain. “Some embankments are broken, not only
from the river embankment but also from the irri-
gation embankments,” Public Works and Housing
Minister Basuki Hadimuljono said Monday.

Rescuers from the National Search and Rescue
Agency have been deployed.

Raditya Jati, spokesperson for the National
Disaster Mitigation Agency, said that more than 28,000
residents in four villages in Bekasi district and 34 vil-
lages in Karawang district are affected by the floods.
At least 4,184 people are being evacuated.

Thousands of houses in the area are covered with
100 to 250 centimeters (40 to 100 inches) of water and
are without power. AP

Cairo: Libyan authorities say they have raided a secret prison
in a southeastern city used by human traffickers and freed
at last 156 African migrants - including 15 women and five
children.

The raid in the city of Kufra took place on Sunday after
a migrant managed to escape a house-turned-prison last
week and reported to authorities that he and other migrants
were held and tortured by traffickers there, the Kufra secu-
rity bureau said.

Security forces arrested at least six traffickers and referred
them to prosecutors for further investigation, the bureau said.

The migrants, who are from Somalia, Eritrea, and Sudan,
were freed and taken to the shelter center where they were
given food, clothes, and blankets.

The raid shows the perils that refugees and migrants face
in conflict-stricken Libya, which has emerged as a major
transit point for African and Arab migrants fleeing war and
poverty to Europe. Libya has descended into chaos follow-
ing the 2011 uprising that toppled and killed longtime dic-
tator Moammar Gadhafi. AP
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R�%����(�� ��++�#%�� ��� ,� Berlin: The head of the World

Health Organization pleaded with
rich countries on Monday to check
before ordering additional Covid-
19 vaccine shots for themselves
whether that undermines efforts to
get vaccine shots to poorer nations.

Wealthy nations have snapped
up several billion vaccine doses
while some countries in the devel-
oping world have little or none. 

European nations have given
financial support to the U.N.-
backed COVAX effort to get vac-
cines to the world's most vulnera-
ble people and are 
considering sharing some of their
own doses — though they haven't
specified when.

On Friday, leaders of the Group
of Seven  industrial powers said
they would accelerate global vaccine
development and deployment and
support “affordable and equitable
access to vaccines” and treatments
for COVID-19. They cited a col-
lective USD 7.5 billion from the G-
7 to U.N.-backed efforts. 

WHO Director-General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
thanked the G-7 countries for their
“significant” pledges. 

But he said after talks Monday
with German President Frank-

Walter Steinmeier that “even if you
have the money, if you cannot use
the money to buy vaccines … hav-
ing the money doesn't mean any-
thing.” 

He said some rich countries'
approaches to manufacturers to
secure more vaccines are “affecting
the deals with COVAX, and even
the amount that was allocated for
COVAX was reduced because of
this.” He didn't name those coun-
tries or give other details.

Tedros added that rich coun-
tries need to “cooperate in respect-
ing the deals that COVAX did” and
make sure before they seek more
vaccines that their requests don't
undermine those deals. 

“But I don't think they're ask-
ing that question,” he said. 

Tedros, who has previously
warned that the world faces a “cat-
astrophic moral failure” if COVID-
19 vaccines are not distributed
fairly, said he understands the
political pressures leaders in high-
income countries face.  

They should, he added, tell vot-
ers that “the best way to protect you
is not only to vaccinate you, but vac-
cinate the rest of the world, share
the vaccine with the rest of the
world.” AP
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New Delhi:The Competition
Commission of India (CCI) on
Monday said it has approved
acquisition of shares of Tata
Communications Ltd (TCL) by
Panatone Finvest Ltd.

The proposed deal envis-
ages acquisition of sharehold-
ing not exceeding 26.12 per
cent by Panatone Finvest Ltd in
Tata Communications Ltd
(erstwhile VSNL).

Panatone Finvest Ltd is a
non-deposit taking core invest-
ment arm of Tata Sons. 

The Government of India
looks to divest its 26.12 per cent
equity stake in TCL. The

Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA) on
30 December 2020 approved
sale of stake in TCL.

After the acquisition of
shares, Panatone Finvest would
increase its shareholding from
48.87 per cent to such share-
holding not exceeding 74.99
per cent.”Commission approves
acquisition of shares of Tata
Communications Limited by
Panatone Finvest (A
Systematically Important Non-
Deposit Taking Core
Investment Company of Tata
Sons),” the fair trade regulator
said in a tweet.

The CCI also approved
acquisition of glass packaging
business of Piramal Glass and
shareholding in its subsidiaries,
Vivid Glass Trading & certain
businesses of Ansapack Pvt
Ltd, by PGP Glass -- an affili-
ate of Blackstone Group.

The fair trade regulator
also approved the acquisition of
certain shareholding in API
Holdings by CDPQ Private
Equity Asia. “Commission
approves acquisition of certain
shareholding in API Holdings
by CDPQ Private Equity Asia,”
CCI said in a tweet.

PTI
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Investor wealth slumped by
Rs 3.7 lakh crore on Monday,

as the equity market recorded
its biggest single-day fall in two
months.

At the close of trade, the
total market capitalisation of
BSE listed companies eroded
by Rs 3,71,883.82 crore to Rs
2,00,26,498.14 crore.

The total market capitali-
sation of BSE listed companies
stood at Rs 2,03,98,381.96 crore
on February 19 .

Spiralling lower for the
fifth straight session, the Sensex

plummeted 1,145 points or
2.25 per cent to close at
49,744.32. The broader NSE
Nifty sank 306.05 points or 2.04
per cent to finish at 14,675.70.

“The market failed to
show resilience to stay above
the Nifty 50 Index level of
14,750. While it is subject to
further price action evolution,
the technical factors shifted
today to support a further cor-
rection in the future,” said
Ashis Biswas, Head of
Technical Research at
CapitalVia Global Research
Limited.

Biswas further said any

corrective wave down should
find support around 14,500-
14,300.

“Traders are refraining
from building a new buying
position until we witness a

correction till 14,300-14,500
level. The volatility is  observed
to expand in today’s trading
session indicating profit book-
ing and stock distribution at a
higher market level,” he noted.

Sector-wise, BSE energy,
realty, IT, teck, auto and capi-
tal goods indices skidded up to
2.92 per cent, while metal and
basic materials ended with
gains.
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Gold prices in the national
capital jumped Rs 278 to

Rs 46,013 per 10 grams on
Monday, supported by recovery
in international prices even as
rupee appreciation capped the
price of the precious metal,
according to HDFC Securities.

The precious metal had
closed at Rs 45,735 per 10
grams in the previous trade.

In tandem, silver prices
witnessed an increase of Rs 265
to Rs 68,587 per kg on Monday,
compared with its previous
close of Rs 68,322.

HDFC Securities Senior

Analyst (Commodities) Tapan
Patel said, “Spot gold prices for
24 carat gold at Delhi traded up
by Rs 278 reflecting gains in
global gold prices despite of
sharp rupee appreciation.”

The Indian rupee gained
16 paise and settled at 72.49
against the US dollar on
Monday.

In the international mar-
ket, gold was trading lower at
USD 1774 an ounce, while sil-
ver was also down at USD
26.94 an ounce.

Gold prices traded firm on
dollar decline and weak equi-
ty indices on pandemic wor-
ries.
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Income Tax Department car-
ried out search and seizure

operations last week at 34 dif-
ferent locations across
Maharashtra on a group based
in Pune’s Sangamner whose
entities are largely engaged in
packaging and sale of tobacco
and related products, genera-
tion and distribution of power,
FMCGs sale, and real estate
development.

During the course of the
search operation, hand-written
notes and Excel sheets main-
tained on computers revealed
unrecorded cash sale transac-
tions amounting to Rs 243
crore related to sale of tobacco.
In addition to this, action on
some dealers in tobacco prod-
ucts revealed further unrecord-
ed sale by them amounting to
Rs 40 crore approximately, the
I-T Dept said in a statement.

The group was also accept-
ing and paying cash over and
above the registration value in
transactions relating to real
estate. Evidence of transac-
tions amounting to Rs 18 crore
was found in this regard. Issues
relating to violations of section
50C of the Income Tax Act,
1961 amounting to Rs 23 crore
have also been found, the state-
ment added.
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Amid pressure to check the
fuel price rise, oil market-

ing companies on Monday
decided to keep petrol and
diesel prices unchanged on
Monday for the second con-
secutive day.

Accordingly, petrol con-
tinues to be priced at Rs 90.58
a litre and diesel Rs 80.97 a litre
in the national capital.

Across the country as well
the petrol and diesel price
remained stable after rising
for 12 consecutive days till
Saturday.

During this phase of price
rise (in the last 12 days since
February 9), the price has gone
up by Rs 3.63 per litre for petrol
while diesel rate has risen by Rs
3.84 a litre in Delhi.

The increase in the previ-
ous weeks has taken petrol to
cross historic high levels of Rs
100 a litre in several cities
across the country.

In Mumbai, petrol price is
just Rs 3 per litre short (Rs 97
a litre) of touching the three
digit mark of Rs 100 per litre
for the very first time ever.
Diesel price in the city is clos-
ing on Rs 90 a litre (Rs 88.06 a
litre).

In all other metros, petrol
is over Rs 90 a litre mark while
diesel is well over Rs 80 a litre.
Premium petrol has crossed Rs
100 per litre mark in several
cities of Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and Maharashtra a
few days back.

The steady fuel price has
followed the softening of glob-
al oil prices (both product and
crude) in the last few days.
After crossing $ 65 a barrel
mark in earlier week, it is
around $ 63 a barrel now.

Since fuel prices are bench-
marked to a 15-day rolling
average of global refined prod-
ucts’ prices and dollar exchange
rate, pump prices can be
expected to remain north-
bound over the next few days
even if crude hovers at the cur-
rent level or falls.

The petrol and diesel prices
have increased 24 times in
2021 with the two auto fuels
increasing by Rs 6.87 and Rs
7.10 per litre respectively so far
this year.
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Shares of grounded airline Jet
Airways surged nearly 5 per

cent on Monday after Murari
Lal Jalan of Jalan-Kalrock con-
sortium said that they expect to
restart operations of the
defunct airline in four to six
months after receiving approval
from the NCLT or its resolution
plan.

After opening in the
green, the airline’s share rose
4.98 per cent to hit the upper
circuit limit of Rs 114.90 on the
BSE.

The scrip hit its upper
trading limit on the NSE as well
with a gain of 4.98 per cent to
Rs 114.95.

Jet Airways, the once-sto-
ried full-service carrier was

grounded in early 2019 and
subsequently is undergoing
proceedings under the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC).

Against the backdrop of
the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) likely to take
a final call on the resolution
plan for the airline, the winning
consortium’s lead member
Murari Lala Jalan told PTI
that “everything is on track” as
far as the revival efforts for the
carrier are concerned.

Stressing that he is very
positive about the Indian avi-
ation sector, which is recover-
ing from the impact of the
coronavirus pandemic, Jalan
said that initially Jet Airways
will resume flying with around
25 aircraft.
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Domestic rating agency Icra
on Monday said the

monthly collections, includ-
ing overdues in its rated retail
loan pools originated largely by
NBFCs and HFCs, have
reached pre-moratorium levels
as of December 2020.

However, for its rated
microfinance players, collec-
tions are yet to reach the pre-
moratorium levels.

In March last year, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
had announced moratorium on
repayment of term loans in
order to provide relief to bor-
rowers impacted by the
COVID-19 related disruptions.
Initially, the moratorium was
allowed till May 31 but was
later extended till August 31. 

The agency in a report

said the rebound in collections
of retail loan pools originated
largely by non-bank finance
companies and housing finance
players has been augmented by
the focused recovery efforts,
increased use of advanced dig-
ital platforms/payment gate-
ways by borrowers.

The rebound in economic
and business activities has also
improved borrowers’ repay-
ment capability, it said.

The monthly collection
efficiency in the agency’s rated
home loan (HL) and loan
against property (LAP) pools
demonstrated sturdy perfor-
mance during the moratorium
period.

Its rated CV and SME loan
pools have also shown a steady
recovery 

in collections till December
2020 on account of deployment

of additional resources and
staffs towards collections along
with adoption of new digital/IT
technologies by the originators
and rebound in business activ-
ities.

Icra’s Vice President and
Head (structured finance rat-
ings) Abhishek Dafria said
despite the presence of preva-
lent challenges such as local
political hindrances and natural
calamities in the microfinance
segment, the collections in
ICRA-rated microfinance pools
saw a healthy recovery after
dipping to the lower single dig-
its in April 2020. 

However, the collections
have yet not achieved the pre-
moratorium level due to polit-
ical interferences especially in
North-Eastern states like
Assam as well as recent floods
in certain geographies.
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Global shares were mostly
lower on Monday, with

Japan’s benchmark rising but
most others slipping despite
hopes for a recovery from the
coronavirus pandemic with
the global rollout of vaccines.

France’s CAC 40 slipped
1.1 per cent in early trading to
5,708.39, while Germany’s
DAX dove 1.3  per cent to
13,816.87. Britain’s FTSE 100
declined 1.1  per cent to
6,554.12. U.S. Shares were to
open lower, with the future

contract for the Dow indus-
trials sliding 0.7  per cent to
31,224. The S&amp;P 500
future fell nearly 1  per cent to
3,865.12. 

Benchmarks rose in Japan
but fell in South Korea,
Australia and China. Investors
remain focused on the future
of global economies badly hit
by COVID-19 and when and
whether there will be enough
stimulus to fix it. 

But the U.S. USD 1.9 tril-
lion economic package pro-
posed by President Joe Biden
also heralds hope for export-

reliant regional economies. 
Japan’s benchmark Nikkei

225 gained 0.5 per cent to fin-
ish at 30,156.03. 

South Korea’s Kospi
dipped 0.9 per cent to 3,079.75.
Australia’s S&amp;P/ASX 200
edged 0.2  per cent lower to
6,780.90. Hong Kong’s Hang
Seng fell 1.1 per cent to
30,319.83, while the Shanghai
Composite dropped 1.5 per
cent to 3,642.44. 

Japan began administering
vaccines for COVID-19 last
week.
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The pandemic had left
everyone cooped up in

their homes. With work from
home becoming the new nor-
mal, the long sitting hours
without any physical activity
has given rise to multiple
health issues. 

While not all must have
been bad during the pandem-
ic and work from home sce-
nario,  but the worst is the ill
effects of a sedentary lifestyle. 

Dr Amit Malik, Associate
Director and Coordinator,
Interventional Cardiology,
Electrophysiology tells you
that a sedentary lifestyle, espe-
cially during a pandemic can
lead to pulmonary embolism
and other serious diseases.

Sedentary lifestyle, he
says,  is a type of lifestyle that
doesn’t involve physical activ-
ity. A person involved in this
is either always sitting around
or lying down. Because of the
pandemic, the shift of all
day-to-day activities online
and work from home, this has

been the lifestyle of most
people. This has reduced the
day-to-day mobility. Before
the pandemic, even if people
did not designate time to
physical exercise, they still
moved around. “Sedentary
lifestyle is a cause for weight
gain, blood pressure changes,
high sugar, deep vein throm-
bosis and various other things
which are risk factors for
several diseases,” Malik says.

The worst of all is
Pulmonary embolism. It is a
condition in which blood
vessels in lungs are blocked by
a blood clot. “Pulmonary
embolism is a very fatal and
catastrophic condition which
can be difficult to diagnose.
Some of its symptoms are
sudden shortness of breath,
chest pain, leg swelling and
low oxygen saturation. If
someone notices these symp-
toms, they should get them-
selves checked immediately,”
Malik says.

The clots form in the

legs of the person and then
travel through blood to reach
the right chamber of the heart
and then into the pulmonary
artery. Depending on the size
of the clot, the smaller
branches of pulmonary arter-
ies or major artery can be
blocked. Apart from pul-
monary embolism, embolism
can also occur in other
important organs like brain
and heart and cause fatal
problems or death of the per-
son. 

“To prevent this people
should avoid sitting in the
same position for long hours,
take a gap after every 45 to 60
minutes and stretch, jump, or
walk around the house. Keep
oneself hydrated and have a
healthy diet. Prevention and
prompt diagnosis are impor-
tant. For treatment, blood
thinner or clot dissolving
agents are used depending on
the clot burden to remove the
clot and unblock the blood
vessels,” he tells you.

Therapeutic food manufacturers have
emphasised the need for making

Community based programmes an
integral part of the protocol for manag-
ing Severe Acute Malnutrition amongst
children. In recent guidelines issued to
the states/UTs, Ministry of Women &
Child Development has asked for iden-
tification of children suffering from
SAM and their referral to hospitals as
a key priority.

In a communication to the
Government, CMAM Association of
India has welcomed the move for iden-
tification and management of SAM on
priority in view of the rise in the inci-
dence of SAM in the country in recent
years.

“SAM is a critical health condition
where a child is nine times more likely
to die as compared to a healthy child.
The recently published results of phase
I of the National Family Health Survey-
5 bring to the fore the urgency of the
problem of SAM. 16 out of the 22 states
and union territories that were surveyed,
showed an increase in the incidence of
SAM over the last 10 years. In about 8
States, SAM is higher in urban areas
than in rural areas”, CMAM Association
has stated. Along with the initiatives pro-
posed by the Government, CMAM
Association has asked for management
of SAM cases which are without com-
plications at the community level itself
precluding the need for admission in
Nutrition Rehabilitation Centres which
can’t take the load of all the SAM cases.

+�77��*�Millets boast of high
fibre, protein and essential
Vitamins. They are also rich
in antioxidants which helps to
protect your body from
harmful oxidative stress.

They may also help in
rapid wound healing, skin pro-
tection and also contain
anti-inflammatory
properties.

M i l l e t
contains
soluble
f i b e r ,
w h i c h
produces
a viscous
substance
in your gut.
In turn, this
traps fats and
helps reduce
cholesterol levels.

It also helps lower blood sugar
levels.

Moreover, millet is a
gluten-free grain, making it a
viable choice for people with
celiac disease or those follow-
ing a gluten-free diet.

This and much more
makes millet a super-

food and if added in
diet it can bless

you with
excellent

h e a l t h
benefits.
Certain

s tu d i e s
have also
found that

millet can
also help

boost the
body’s metabo-

lism .

Mouth ulcers are quite
common in all age
groups and can make
regular activities such

as eating, drinking, and talking very
uncomfortable. However, mouth
ulcers can be cured with an antimi-
crobial or pain killing mouthwash,
gel or spray. 

But, if the ulcers persist for sev-
eral weeks even after treatment, one
must not ignore the signs as it may
indicate a cancerous growth. There
are many signs of mouth cancer but
red sores that do not respond to treat-
ment or heal is a telling sign. Lifestyle
habits such as drinking alcohol or
consuming tobacco — both smoked
and smokeless — can cause cancer
of mouth. Besides, human papillo-
mavirus (HPV), known to cause sex-
ually-transmitted infections (STI)
and cervical cancer, can also cause
cancer of mouth. The HPV-affected
cancer of mouth is seen in the soft
palate, tonsils, base of tongue, and
pharyngeal wall areas.

Other symptoms of mouth
cancer include:
� Persistent and unexplained lumps
in the mouth or the neck
�Unexplained loose teeth or sock-
ets
�Unexplained, persistent numb-
ness on the tongue or lip

�White or red patches on the lin-
ing of the mouth or tongue
�Changes in speech, such as a lisp

The types of mouth cancer are
categorised by the type of cell it starts
to grow in. Medically, it is known as
carcinoma. The most common type
is squamous cell carcinoma that
affects 9 out of 10 cases of mouth
cancer. The less common types of
mouth cancer are:
�Adenocarcinoma, in which cancer
develop inside the salivary glands
� Sarcoma, in which cancer devel-
ops from the abnormalities in carti-
lage, bone, muscle or any other tis-
sue
�Oral malignant melanoma, in
which cancer starts in the cells that
produce skin pigment (melanocytes).
They often bleed and appear as dark,
mottled swellings
� Lymphoma, in which the cancer
grows from cells in lymph glands

Mouth cancer as well as treating
it can cause complications and affect
the appearance of the mouth.
Besides, it can cause dysphagia
(problems with speaking and swal-
lowing). Dysphagia can be a serious
complication — if a small piece of
food enters the airways when you try
to swallow and gets lodged in lungs,
dysphagia may lead to aspiration
pneumonia, a kind of chest infection.

Preventing and treating mouth
cancer

Cancer of oral cavity
(lips,tongue,buccal mucosa,

tonsils,palate)can give rise to various
complications like difficulty in eat-
ing,speech,alteration in voice,inabil-
ity to open mouth fully,pain in
ear,bleeding etc, if not treated in time.
Easy lifestyle changes and preventive
measures, including, but not limit-
ed to the following can help in pre-
venting mouth cancer in most of the
people:
� Quit smoking or consuming
smokeless tobacco as well as alcohol
�Get vaccinated against HPV
�Using a condom during oral sex to
lower the chances of HPV infection
�Visiting a dentist regularly for
screening
�Eating a balanced diet of fresh veg-
etables (especially tomatoes), citrus
fruits, olive oil and fish with omega
3 fatty acid

Common to other cancers,
chemotherapy, radiation therapy
and surgery are the treatments avail-
able for mouth cancer too. If diag-
nosed early, mouth cancer can be
completely cured in 9 out of 10 cases
using surgery. For the emotional
impact of the disease and treatment,
therapeutic remedies for depres-
sion, such as antidepressants and cog-
nitive behavioral therapy (CBT) may
be prescribed.

����"�������
����	��
��?	������!��������

�
�
���
���
�!��
�
��&��
�!�)���
�	�

�-�����

��	�����	�
6	

�������	
��
�����

�
5775��
�����
6��57�$���!�	�9� �7��

Do you spend a lot of time working from home or using elec-
tronic gadgets? Do you have neck pain owing to the con-

stant usage of electronic devices such as computers, laptops, or
phones? Are you sleeping in the wrong position or lifting heavy
objects? Then, you will be shocked to know that all these habits
can aggravate your back and neck pain. This will further rob your
peace of mind by giving you a tough time. Thus, you will have
to adhere to some vital strategies that will allow you to get rid
of your back and neck pain. Read on to know more about this
and follow these essential tricks without delaying further.

There is a constant rise in the cases of back and neck pain
and that unbearable pain can disrupt your life.  You will be unable
to do your daily chores owing to that notorious back and neck
pain. One may encounter back pain due to the sedentary lifestyle
(constant sitting), improper posture (leaning over your comput-
er or hunching over the table), muscle sprain, or ligament strain.
Likewise, poor sleeping habits, poor posture, and neck injury can
invite neck pain. Though the unlock phase has begun, the pan-
demic is not over yet and many people are still working from

home, and this has also led to
the spurt in back and neck pain
cases. In most cases, the back
and neck pain will go away on
its own by simple measures.
But, if your condition is wors-
ening then you will have to opt
for proper treatment that will
allow you to ease your back and
neck pain.

Here are a few solutions to
help you get back on track

Improve your posture:
This is a vital step in managing
back and neck pain. If you are
one of them who frequently
uses a phone or computer then
adjust your positions. Avoid
hunching while working on the

computer as it can raise your risk of neck and back pain. Try to
adjust your monitor at eye level. Use appropriate chairs and don’t
bend your knees.  Keep standing in between your work. Avoid
tucking your phone between your ears. You can use headphones
instead or even a speakerphone and prevent back and neck pain.

Do not lift heavy objects: Do you constantly tend to pick
up heavyweight objects? Then, you are doing it all wrong! Do
not carry heavy bags with a laptop, suitcase, or even grocery bags
over your shoulder. In case, you are lifting heavy bags then try
to distribute the weight equally on both shoulders. You must also
squat while lifting the heavy objects from the floor and try to
hold those objects close to your body.

Take frequent short breaks: Do you have an erratic work
from home schedule? Then try to stand up between your work
routine. It is recommended to take a short break after every 30-
40 minutes.This will help you deal with back and neck pain. Try
to stretch in between the work. Sitting for long hours is a strict
no no. Also, do not forget to exercise on a daily basis and main-
tain an optimum weight.

Sleep properly: Are you aware? Sleeping in the wrong posi-
tion can have an adverse effect on your spine health. Yes, you
have heard it right!  Choose your pillow and mattress wisely as
it will ensure good alignment of the head, neck, and spine.Avoid
a sagging bed & throw out the worn out mattresses.

Exercise regularly: Strengthening the core of the body helps
a lot in avoiding & treating back pain.Start with stretching exer-
cises and gradually build up the apine, abdominals, hamstrings
and quadriceps .Work on your shoulder & neck muscles if you
use computers & phone for long hours.
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Bug bites are annoying.
Not because of the
redness that they

bring, but due to the con-
stant itching. Here are a few
remedies that can
help.

O a t m e a l .
Oatmeal can
relieve itch-
ing and
s w e l l i n g
because it
contains spe-
cial com-
pounds. Make
a paste by mixing
equal amounts of
oatmeal and water in a bowl
until you have a spackle-like
substance. Put some paste
onto a washcloth and hold
it, paste-side down, on the
irritated skin for about 10
minutes. Then wipe it off.

Crushed ice.Use a cold
pack or a bag filled with

crushed ice to relieve the
itching caused by a mosqui-
to bite.

Don’t leave the ice
directly on your bite for

more than five minutes
as it can damage

the skin. 
Aloe vera.

Apart from
the multiple
skin benefits,
aloe vera also
helps relieve

bug bites. Cut
open a small

section of the
plant. Scoop out the

gel and apply it to the irri-
tated area. Let it dry, and
apply again as needed.

Honey. It has many
antibacterial and anti-
inflammatory properties. A
small drop on an itchy bite
can reduce the inflamma-
tion.

Bug bites are irritating, 
especially because of the 

continuous itching. 
ROSHANI DEVI shares easy
home remedies that can help

beat the itch at the comfort
of your home
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One of the most desirable conse-
quences of Covid-19 has been the
increased all-round consciousness

for hygiene. And among several types of
hygiene such as personal hygiene, environ-
mental hygiene etc which impact our day-
to-day lives, food hygiene has naturally
emerged as a major issue for regulators, con-
sumers and above all, food manufacturers
and companies. The constant need to be
watchful of what is ingested or goes inside
of our bodies can never be exaggerated
enough. The recent pandemic has only fur-
ther highlighted the need for making food
hygiene a priority for all.

There has been repeated reporting of
how the open and unpackaged food sold in
the streets  fashionably called street food has
in a way been responsible for unsafe and
unhygienic food consumption in the coun-
try. Particularly in these times of Covid, if
the food maker doesn’t maintain personal
hygiene wears masks and gloves and keeps
sufficient physical distance from fellow
workers, the food prepared is highly risky
to consume. The unhygienic and unsafe
food leads to a vicious cycle of disease and
sickness particularly impacting the elder-
ly, the sick and the children, adding to the
already high burden of disease pervading
in the country.  

Yet, the rise in the outbreak of food-
borne diseases and safety cases has contin-
ued to be reported periodically from differ-
ent parts of the country. In fact, unsafe food
and water have been cited to be the biggest
cause of preventable infection in India. Not
pursuing basic food safety practices such as
wearing an apron, accessing and using tap
water, using soap for cleaning utensils, and
storing food in proper refrigerated facilities
is an invitation to food-borne diseases. This
also has an economic cost. It has been esti-
mated that food-borne diseases cost the
country a whopping $15 billion.

In India, food-borne diseases (FBD)
lead to 120,000 deaths each year imposing
a burden of over 8 million Disability
Adjusted Life Years (DALYs). In fact, chil-
dren under five years are at 40% more risk
with around 30,000 deaths each year. These
are frightening figures which are only
expected to rise further in the coming years.

These ongoing measures were given a
new impetus when Covid-19 showed up
resulting in a new set of guidelines. In addi-
tion to the existing food safety protocols,
the food businesses were directed to ensure
that food handlers and workers are made
aware of the symptoms of the virus and the
risks emanating from it. 

Training programmes on risk factors,
safe food handling, social distancing and
other protective behaviours such as wear-
ing of face mask, handwashing with soap
or using alcohol-based sanitisers were
made mandatory. In addition, food premis-
es including areas of food establishment
such as preparation, storage and packing
areas, equipment and containers besides toi-
lets and washrooms were to be periodical-
ly sanitised without fail. There should be
limited food workers in a kitchen with each
worker strictly maintaining personal/social
distancing. 
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The world today is vastly different
from what it was a few decades
ago. There are new types of jobs

and skills required in the workforce,
and as the world continues to progress,
there will be newer and different com-
petencies that will be required. We will
live in, what educators define as, a
VUCA world: A volatile, unpre-
dictable, complex and ambiguous
world. So, for the coming generations
to be adequately prepared to enter the
workforce, they need to be equipped
with competencies that will be useful
to them in the future. 

Educational institutes are respon-
sible for providing students with those
competencies or core skills that will
allow them to be satisfied and success-

ful in the workplace. Along with the
world, the skills being taught in schools
must also be upgraded to suit students
in the future. No longer can we rely on
the educational tools of the past to
equip our students for the unknown

future. So rather than teaching stu-
dent’s specific tasks or specialisations,
it’s more effective to teach them some
basic competencies which will ensure
they grow into good citizens. Here are
some of the core competencies schools

should look to inculcate in students
from a very young age:

CREATIVE THOUGHT: Students
should be taught how to think outside
the box and come up with unique solu-

tions to problems presented to them.
There is no cookie-cutter solution to
problems, and therefore, students, too,
need to look at problems from various
angles and present solutions that
would best fit.

CRITICAL THINKING: One of the
most important skills that need to be
inculcated in students is the ability to
think critically and independently.
This means that they should possess
the skill to be able to take in informa-
tion, analyse it and understand it,
rather than taking someone else’s word
for it. Especially in the current day
where there is such ease of access to
information, students need to be able
to analyse for themselves what is cor-
rect and what is not.

COLLABORATION: Both of these
competencies work hand in hand.
The workforce today is a more collab-
orative space than it has been the past
decades. Almost any job profile
requires a person to work effectively
and efficiently along with others.
Therefore, students must be taught
how to correctly pitch their ideas and
receive feedback from others in a
professional manner. They should be
taught to read others and handle dif-
ficult situations that may arise in life,
and later in the workforce. 

EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION:
Using the right tone, language and
right kind of communication can
prove to be a key factor in helping stu-
dents correctly navigate their way
through life. They have to be taught
how to correctly present their ideas to
other students or adults and later on
how to effectively communicate their
ideas in the workplace. Good commu-
nication skills will also help them build
self-confidence as they progress.

These core competencies should be
brought into the classrooms and taught
to students from a very young age.
Together these will help them in
achieving their goals and being confi-
dent in their abilities to reach their
objectives. And as students become
adults, they will be able to easily
adapt, innovate, communicate and
solve issues, making them overall
changemakers in the workforce.

(The writer is the MD of The
Green Acres Academy.)

Asurvey, recently released, finds out
new travel trends for 2021, which

shows that Indian travellers are looking
to reconnect with their loved ones, and
enjoy safe and unique experiences off-the-
beaten track. Health and safety will con-
tinue to be the priority, and this is increas-
ingly reflecting in their travel choices as
well. Here are the top travel trends in
India for 2021 by Airbnb & YouGov: 

�Travel will come back to connect peo-
ple.

From March 2020, Indians experi-
enced a long period of disconnect given
the impact of the lockdown. As travel
returns this year, it is firmly in the direc-
tion of connecting with loved ones
through personal trips with family and
friends. The research suggested that trip
with family is the type of travel commu-
nities want the most.

Around 57 per cent of the respon-
dents across age groups said that they
would choose to connect with their
immediate family members as soon as
proper travelling will be back.
Approximately 50 per cent of the millen-
nials said that they would travel with, or
to see, friends and family. 

�Hosted travel will be the key trend to
look out for.

Around 85 per cent would like to stay
in unique accommodations when they
travel next (formats such as heritage
homes, havelis, farm stays and villas),
exploring new destinations and places
recommended by local hosts, family or
friends.

The Gen X (89 per cent) and the mil-
lennials (86 per cent), who comprise a
large pool of current and future travellers
are leading this trend. Around 39 per cent
of the millennials stated a firm intent to
travel in 2021.

�Local recommendations and social
media will inspire travel.

The trend of hosted travel and local
recommendations will also be fueled by
millennials. Almost 63 per cent of that
demographic are open to sharing their
unique stays and experiences on social
media to inspire travel among their
peers.

Approximately 66 per cent of the
respondents across age groups said that
they love taking pictures to share on social
media groups.

�A home in the hills or a cottage over-
looking the beach? Travellers are seek-
ing solace in nature.

The travellers are looking for exclu-
sive and secluded holidays in the lap of

nature. While the vaccine continues to be
an encouraging factor propelling growth
for industries including travel and
tourism, 50 per cent of would-be travellers
find travelling around nature more
meaningful. This perpetuates a trend
towards slower, sustainable and more
regenerative travel.

Around 24 per cent of travellers
would also look to go to a place in the

hills. Destinations like Manali, Mussoorie,
Nainital, Ooty, Munnar, Coorg, and
Kashmir are highly sought-after by trav-
ellers.

Around 53 per cent of Gen Z and
Gen X respondents want to travel to any
place close to nature, followed by millen-
nials at 44 per cent.

�Health and safety emerge as top pri-
ority. 

Around 59 per cent of the respon-
dents overall considered this a key pri-
ority with the number understandably
increasing for respondents that are 40 and
above.

Reinstating trust will help travel
play a larger role in the recovery of com-
munities across India. Stringent compli-
ance with local regulations and enhanced
measures such as the Enhanced Cleaning
Protocol for local hosts will all drive up
confidence to travel.

�Travel becoming increasingly sus-
tainable.

Finally, people are growing con-
scious of enabling sustainable travel
through socio-cultural experiences that
are authentic and embedded in commu-
nities, and through making environment-
friendly choices when they travel.

An overwhelming 94 per cent of the
respondents are looking at sustainable
travel this year. This comes out strongly
amid the backdrop of the pandemic with
Indians becoming aware of their impact
on the environment and wanting to give
back to local communities.

Sustainable travel choices that are
closer to remote communities and nature
not only provide a boost to these com-
munities and their members, but are
accessible, affordable and are a transfor-
mative choice contributing to unique and
individual travel experiences.

Actor Bhumi Pednekar has always been an envi-
ronmentally conscious citizen who has taken up

climate conservation as a cause to raise awareness
among fellow Indians. Bhumi has launched an online

and offline initiative called
Climate Warrior through
which she is mobilising citizens
of India to contribute towards
protecting the environment.
Bhumi has now collaborated
with Anirudh Sharma, a cli-
mate warrior, who is turning
pollution into usable ink with
an aim to reduce the carbon
footprint of the country.

“Anirudh Sharma is a cli-
mate warrior. He is the co-creator of Air-Ink
(Graviky) and he is a very cool inventor, who actu-
ally invented a device that turns pollution into ink.
It reduces your carbon footprint while you ride. His
innovation has spread to various artist and scientist
communities and he has some fantastic ideas with
Air-Ink,” says Bhumi. 

Graviky began as an MIT
Media Lab experiment that saw
a tool being created to capture
soot from a burning candle.
Then, Anirudh invented a
device that captured air pollu-
tion and turned the cap-
tured particulate matter
into a safe, water-based
ink. Now, he has cre-
ated a dedicated
team trying to
change industrial
production with
forays into
p a c k a g i n g ,
apparel printing,
and advanced
materials. Anirudh
also upcycles air pollu-
tion into sustainable
inks, paints, coatings,
plastics, and construc-
tion materials.

Anurag Basu says that
filmmakers have always

explored bold subjects irre-
spective of the medium it is
presented on. However, the
line that differentiates free-
dom of creativity and misus-
ing that freedom needs to be
kept in mind by filmmakers
at all times.

“It’s a very thin line
between using the freedom of
creativity and misusing it. I
believe in OTT as well.
Filmmakers should look at
using freedom of speech in
the best possible way to tell
unique stories,” Basu said.

His new film Ludo, an
anthology drama, dropped
on OTT platform a few
months back and will make
its television premiere soon.

“A lot of filmmakers have
explored bigger and bolder
subjects on the big screen as
well. My film Ludo dealt with
many bold subjects and was
initially planned for the big
screen,” he added.

Basu, who made films
such as Barfi! (2012), Life In
A Metro (2007) and Gangster
(2006), is confident now that
theatres have reopened after
lockdown, the audience will
pour in like the good old
days.

“Cinema is a community
watching experience. I am
certain that audiences will
come back to theatres when
they will be back in action
completely. We just need one
film that will create enough
buzz for the audience to rush
back to theatres. This has
already started in the South,
with the release of the Vijay-
starrer Master, and soon will
be seen in Bollywood too.

One big release and things will
change,” he said.

The filmmaker came back
to direction with Ludo after a
break of three years but he
doesn’t sense a gap.

“As a filmmaker, I didn’t
miss filmmaking and directing
for the big screen. Thankfully,
the TV reality show Super
Dancer and the film Ludo
happened at the same time. I
had finished shooting for Ludo
when we were shooting for
Super Dancer. So, I never felt

I was away from the big-
screen,” he said.

So, what does he prefer?
Directing films or judging
shows on television?
Cooking!” he replied on a
lighter note, and went on to
add, “I absolutely love cooking.
That’s what my family and my
wife say! They believe I am a
great chef and then a great
filmmaker. I love cooking
almost every day for my fam-
ily.”
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ADevon Conway batting
masterclass inspired New

Zealand to a 53-run win over
Australia in the opening T20
International in Christchurch
on Monday.

Conway smashed an
unbeaten 99 off 59 balls as the
Black Caps overcame a shaky
start to finish on 184/5 after los-
ing the toss and being put in to
bat.

In reply, the tourists were all
out for 131 after 17.3 overs, with
Black Caps spinner Ish Sodhi
taking 4/28 to give the hosts an
early edge in the five-match
series.

Jhye Richardson, fresh from
signing a multi-million dollar
Indian Premier League contract,
was the pick of the Australian
bowlers, taking 2/31.

But the tourists could not
dislodge Conway, whose 59-ball
knock included 10 fours and
three sixes, helping the Black
Caps bounce back.

Conway said he was “pret-
ty chuffed” with his career-
best effort, even though he was
stranded just short of a centu-
ry after failing to take two runs

off the final ball.
The frustrated Australians

then suffered a horror show
early in their innings, as seam-
ers Tim Southee and Trent
Boult tore through the top
order.

Luckless debutant Josh
Philippe departed for two after
sending a top-edge skyward.

But old campaigners such
as skipper Aaron Finch and
Glenn Maxwell also failed to
deal with the swinging ball and
the tourists were soon 19/4.

Mitch Marsh top-scored
with 45 and Ashton Agar con-
tributed 23 a string of batting
failures gave New Zealand a
comfortable win.
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The game may change ses-
sion wise in the third Test,

reckoned Ishant Sharma on
Monday, as India and England
dive into an uncharted terri-
tory made up of pink balls,
new stadium, newly laid strips
and floodlights of different
make.

India will take on England
in a day-night Test at the
Sardar Patel Stadium, the
world’s largest cricket venue
with a seating capacity of
1,10,000, from Wednesday.

Asked whether the Indian
bowlers would use the short-
ball tactic during the twilight
period, Ishant said, “That we
get to know once we play at
this ground, because it is ren-
ovated I can’t really say any-
thing now.

“We can’t say what (will)
trouble the batsmen and what
will not, there will be a lot of
things (that) we will have to
see, we don’t know how we
will have to tackle all these
things, there will be dew...”

Ishant, who is standing on
the cusp of playing his 100
Tests, said each bowler will
have to take responsibility
session wise.

“How the wicket is here
and how they (England) play,
obviously under lights the ball

swings, but you will have to see
the dew factor, so there will be
many things, and you cannot
straightaway say that whether
fast bowlers will remain in the
game or the spinners.

“I feel the game will
change session wise and each
bowler will have to take
responsibility session wise,
who knows the ball might turn
in the beginning here.

“Who knows if the spin-
ners come to play in first two
sessions, but under lights,
when there is dew, the ball
does not swing, but skids and
comes onto the bat.

“Then, spinners are not in
the game and fast bowlers are,
so it depends on the situation
and how the ball and wicket is
behaving at that time,” he
said.

The veteran pacer backed
the team’s batsmen to come
good, saying they are capable
of dealing with the condi-
tions.

“I am sure our batsmen
are really capable enough to
tackle all those things, how
they need to go and build their
innings, to go on through the
Test match,” he added.

WTC win will be same as World Cup: Ishant
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On the cusp of becoming
only the second Indian
pacer after the legendary

Kapil Dev to play 100 Tests,
Ishant Sharma on Monday
attributed his remarkable
longevity in the game to under-
standing what the “captain
wants from him”.

Ishant made his Test debut
as a gangly 18-year-old in
Bangladesh when Rahul Dravid
was the captain and subse-
quently was led by Anil Kumble,
Mahendra Singh Dhoni, Virat
Kohli and Ajinkya Rahane dur-
ing the last decade and half.

So which captain under-
stood him the best in all these
years? “It is difficult to say who
understood me the most as all
of them understood me really
well. But more than the captain
understanding me, it was always
important as to how I under-
stood the captain,” Ishant said
during a virtual press conference
ahead of the third Test against
England, beginning here on
Wednesday.

“That’s very important.
What does the captain want
from me specifically. If those
things are clear, communication

becomes easier,” said the man
who has 302 wickets from 99
Tests so far.

Does he think that being
dropped from white ball squads
and also missing out on a cou-
ple of seasons of IPL helped him
reach the milestone quicker
than many others?

“I normally treat this as a
blessing in disguise. It’s not that
I don’t want to play white ball as
that’s what is the job of a sports-
man but if he is not playing,
what does he do? At best he can
train.”

For him, it was important
that he forgets what’s not there
and be grateful for what he has.

“I didn’t want my Test crick-
et to get affected because of my
non-selection in ODIs. I should
be grateful that I am at least
playing one format,” he said.

“May be it helped me in
completing 100 Tests. Having
said that, I don’t think had I
played three formats, I couldn’t
have played 100 Tests. May be
it would have taken a bit longer.
I am only 32 and not 42.” So
does crossing Kapil Dev’s 131
Tests cross his mind?

“(Crossing) 131 will take a
long time. I only want to think
about qualifying for the World

Test Championship (WTC)
final. This is my World Cup
where if I win, I can have the
same feeling that others had
while winning the ODI WC".


