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Various agencies have con-
tinued their efforts to reach

up to 35 workers stranded in
the tunnel of the undercon-
struction Tapovan-Vishnugad
hydropower project since the
disaster caused by glacier burst
and resultant flash flood in the
Raini-Tapovan areas of
Chamoli district on Sunday
morning . 

The tunnel is about 250
metres long and according to
the State Emergency
Operations Centre (SEOC),
about 100 metres of the tunnel’s
length has been cleared of the
debris. The sludge and debris
drying and becoming hard
have made it harder for the res-
cue teams to clear it. 

Meanwhile, the death toll
stood at 32 with 174 persons
still missing as on Tuesday
evening. Of the 32 bodies
recovered, only seven have
been identified so far.

The DIG, Law and Order,
and the chief spokesman of
Uttarakhand Police, Nilesh
Anand Bharne informed the
media that in addition to per-
sonnel involved in the rescue
effort, teams of experts and
necessary equipment were pre-
sent at the tunnel where the
workers are stranded. He said
that the task of drilling through
the debris is difficult but efforts
are being undertaken relent-
lessly.

According to the SEOC, of
the 206 persons reported miss-
ing initially, the number of
missing persons now stands at
174 with 32 bodies having
been recovered.

Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Trivendra Singh
Rawat visited Chamoli district
on Tuesday to meet the resi-
dents of the avalanche-hit vil-
lages. He said the pace of res-
cue operation at the Tapovan
tunnel has slowed down due to

the flow of slush but efforts are
on to reach those trapped
inside by drilling through the
debris with the help of ropes.

“Undaunted multi-agency
security personnel are trying
hard to make their way through
the tunnel. Let us see how
many lives we can save,” Rawat
told reporters.

He reached Tapovan on
Monday evening to review res-
cue efforts, undertook an aer-
ial survey of the affected areas

earlier Tuesday and also met 12
workers who were rescued
from the tunnel on Sunday
evening.

Thirteen border villages
— Raini Palli, Pang, Lata,
Suraithota, Suki, Bhalgaon,
Tolma, Fagrasu, Long Segdi,
Gahar, Bhangyul, Juwagwad
and Jugju — of Joshimath
block were cut off following the
avalanche in the Rishiganga
river on Sunday. 

Continued on Page 2
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Scientists of the Wadia
Institute of Himalayan

Geology (WIHG) have sug-
gested that a rock mass, weak-
ened due to years of freezing
and thawing of snow, may
have led to the creation of a
weak zone, triggering its col-
lapse that resulted in flash
floods in Uttarakhand’s
Chamoli district on Sunday.

The scientists made this
observation after conducting a
helicopter survey of the area to
find clues as to what led to the
deadly flash floods that swept
away everything. So far, the
flash floods have claimed 32
lives with over 170 people still
missing.

The crashing rock mass
also brought earth and mounds
of snow with it. The friction
may have resulted in heating,
which could have caused the
floods, the observations sug-
gest.

Kalachand Sain, Director
of the WIHG, said the glaciers
where the incident occurred

feeds the Rishiganga river that
finally joins the Dhauliganga.

“This region has a very
steep gradient. Our observa-
tions suggest that the rock
mass may have weakened due
to freezing and thawing. This
sometimes leads to the devel-
opment of a weak zone and
fractures.

“As the rock mass weak-
ened, the glacier and snow
came down crashing, it result-
ed in flash floods,” he said. The
steep slopes of the mountains
in the region further increased
the intensity of the crash.

Two teams of the WIHG
comprising five glaciologists
left for Joshimath on Monday
to find out the reason behind
the incident. An institute under
the Department of Science and
Technology (DST), the WIHG
studies the Himalayan envi-
ronment and its geology. Sain
said an initial report will also
be sent to the DST.

In Uttarakhand which has
1,400 glaciers, fewer than 10 are
being monitored. 

Continued on Page 2
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After more than two months
of intense bargaining

between the Janata Dal (U) and
the BJP, Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar on Tuesday car-
ried out the expansion of his
Cabinet and showed that
despite having fewer seats than
the BJP, he still calls the shot in
the alliance Government.

Governor Phagu Chouhan
administered the oath of office
to the new Ministers — nine
from the BJP and eight from
the JD(U) — at a function at
the Raj Bhavan.

Neeraj Kumar Babloo
JD(U), who is a five-time MLA
from Chhatapur and a relative
of deceased Bollywood actor
Sushant Singh Rajput, also
joined the Nitish Cabinet. 

Of the 17 Ministers induct-
ed on Tuesday, the BJP got nine
berths, just one more than the
JD(U). The JD(U) also grabbed
important portfolios like
Home, Personnel, Education,
Rural Development, Rural
Works, Water Resources.

Nitish ensured that his bit-
ter detractor Sanjay Paswan
(BJP) was denied a Cabinet
berth along with Nitish Mishra,

who had deserted the JD(U) to
join hands with Jitan Ram
Manjhi and later the BJP. 

Former Union Minster
Shahnawaz Hussain, who was
in the political wilderness for
years, staged a comeback by
finding a place in the Cabinet
as Industry Minister.

The JD(U) too inducted a
Muslim MLA Jama Khan, who
joined JD(U) after getting elect-
ed as a BSP legislator from
Chainpur. The JD(U) had field-
ed 11 Muslim candidates in the
2020 Assembly elections, but all
of them lost.

However, Nitish didn’t
induct even a single Yadav
MLA this time around. Of his
13 Ministers, just one comes
from the Yadav caste. Nitish
also completely ignored the
Bhumihar caste in the expan-
sion and inducted

In the Assembly polls, the
BJP won 74 seats and the
JD(U) just 43. After the polls,
State BJP leaders were putting
pressure on the national lead-
ership to corner a maximum
number of berths. But Nitish
made sure that his party is not
seen surrendering to the BJP.

The BJP has now 16 min-
isterial berths and JD(U) 13,
but Nitish’s party has grabbed
21 portfolios, just one less than
22 of the BJP.

Continued on Page 2
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Punjabi actor-turned-activist
Deep Sidhu, who was

allegedly involved in the vio-
lence and vandalism at the
Red Fort during the farmers’
tractor rally on January 26
against Centre’s farm laws, was
arrested by the Delhi Police’s
Special Cell late on Monday
night and on Tuesday a Delhi
court sent Sidhu to seven days
police custody.

Sidhu was produced before
Metropolitan Magistrate Prigya
Gupta. Police alleged he was
one of the main instigators of
the violent incidents at the
Red Fort.

Sidhu’s counsel, however,
claimed he had nothing to do
with the violence and was at the
wrong place at the wrong time.

According to Sanjeev
Kumar Yadav, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Special Cell, he was
arrested from Karnal Bypass at
10.40 pm on Monday.

“Sidhu was wanted in con-
nection with the case of insti-
gating the crowd at the Red
Fort on Republic Day. The

Crime Branch will investigate
his role in detail,” said the
DCP.

Asked where he was hiding
after the January 26 violence,
Yadav said the investigation is
in an initial stage.

A source said Sidhu was
waiting for someone on road
when he was nabbed.
“Meanwhile, it was also
revealed that Sidhu was in
contact with a woman friend
who lives in California. He
used to make videos and send

it to her, and she used to
upload them on his Facebook
account,” said the source. Sidhu
kept changing his locations to
evade arrest, he added.

The police had announced
a cash reward of �1 lakh for
information leading to Sidhu’s
arrest. After the Republic Day
26 violence that had left over
500 security personnel injured
and one protestor dead, Sidhu
was posting videos on social
media.

Continued on Page 2
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Bharatiya Kisan Union
(BKU) leader Rakesh Tikait

Tuesday criticised Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
“Andolan-jivi” (professional
protesters) remarks and asked
if people like great freedom
fighter Bhagat Singh will also
be put in that category.

Addressing a well-attended
Kisan Mahapanchayat at
Gumthala Garhu village in
Pehowa in this district, a third
within a week in Haryana, he
said the Government should not
be under the wrong impression
that the protesting farmers will
return to their homes without
their demands being accepted.

He alleged that attempts
were being made to divide the
protesting farmers on the lines
of region and other consider-
ations, and appealed them to
reject any such design. 

“They will try to divide you
on Punjab-Haryana lines, as
Sikh and non-Sikh, Hindus
and Muslims..,” he alleged.

“The farmers’ agitation against
the Centre’s farm laws is
nationwide and not limited to
Punjab or Haryana.”

“We will win this fight,” he
declared.

Without naming the Prime
Minister or using his “Andolan-
jivi” phrase, Tikait said, “In
Parliament, they are saying
these are parjivis (parasites).
Was Bhagat Singh who sacri-
ficed his life for this nation a
parjivi? What about 150 farm-
ers who died during this agi-
tation? Were they parjivis too?
Had they gone to Delhi to agi-
tate and die?”

Speaking in the Rajya
Sabha on Monday, the Prime
Minister had hit out at those
behind the farmers’ protests,
saying a new “breed” of agita-
tors called “Andolan jivi” has
emerged in the country who
cannot live without an agitation
and the nation should guard
against them.

He said farmers’ organisa-
tions are a united force. 

Continued on Page 2
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Coronavirus most likely first
appeared in humans after

jumping from an animal, a
team of international and
Chinese scientists looking for
the origins of Covid-19 said on
Tuesday, dismissing as an alter-
nate theory that the virus
leaked from a Chinese lab. 

A closely watched visit by
World Health Organisation
experts to Wuhan — the
Chinese city where the first
coronavirus cases were dis-
covered — did not dramatically
change the current under-
standing of the early days of the
pandemic, said Peter Ben
Embarek, WHO team leader.
But it did “add details to that
story,” he said at as the group
wrapped up a four-week visit. 

Continued on Page 2
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Seven States and UTs have
reported no new Covid-19

deaths in the last three weeks.
However, Maharashtra and
Kerala continue to buck the
declining trend, accounting for
71 per cent of the fresh caseload
of the week with the latter mak-
ing up almost half of the total.

“The seven States and UTs
— Andaman & Nicobar,
Arunachal Pradesh, Tripura,
Dadra & Nagar Haveli,
Mizoram, Nagaland and
Lakshadweep — have reported
no new Covid-19 deaths in last
three weeks,” Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan said.  

Similarly, 33 States/UTs
have less than 5,000 active
Covid-19 cases, he added.

While Dr Randeep Guleria,
AIIMS director, said to a news
agency that the Centre may
look into the angle whether

mutant variant is the cause of
rise in cases in Maharashtra
and Kerala, Dr VK Paul, mem-
ber Niti Ayog has ruled out the
presence of the South Africa
variant as of now.

South Africa variant of
Covid-19 is under the watch. It
has come forward that this
variant spreads faster, said Paul.
However, as of yesterday, this
particular variant is not in the
country, he added.

About the effectiveness of
the Covishield vaccine on the
South Africa strain, Paul said it
is hinted through a study,
which has its limitations that
Covishield gives minimal pro-
tection against mild infection
but it still continues to be
effective against severe disease
and in reducing mortality.

“We have no concern at
this moment as we have a sys-
tem in place for detecting this
variant. As of yesterday, this

particular variant is not in the
country but we are keeping a
watch,” he said, adding sur-
veillance will be intensified.
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Appreciating the growing
concern over alleged vul-

gar and objectionable content
and language in the Over the
Top (OTT) platforms, the
Government will soon issue
guidelines for regulation of
the OTT contents, Information
and Broadcasting Minister
Prakash Javadekar said in the
Rajya Sabha on Tuesday.

The Minister said in the
Zero Hour that many sugges-
tions and complaints on the
regulation of OTT platforms
have been received. “Guidelines
and direction are almost ready.
It will be soon implemented,”
Javadekar said.

Earlier, raising the issue
Mahesh Poddar (BJP) said the
content and language on OTT
platforms was discriminatory
and offensive. Objectionable
content on OTT platforms
includes sexual discrimination

and abusive language, he said
adding that the Government
should, without delay, imple-
ment the Internet regulations.

There are at least 40 OTT
platforms, including global
ones such as Netflix, Amazon
Prime and Hotstar (Disney
Plus), and hundreds of news
content websites.

Raising the issue of Indians
stuck on a ship in the China Sea
since last year, Priyanka
Chaturvedi (Shiv Sena) asked
the Government to bring them
back on priority.  

Shipping Minister
Mansukh L Mandaviya said the
issue will be resolved in a short
time and the crew will return
home. He said 23 sailors on one
ship — MV Jag Anand —
have already returned home
and the Indian Government is
in touch with the Chinese
authorities for the return of 16
Indian crew on another vessel,
MV Anastasia.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi became emotional

and broke down a couple of
times in the Rajya Sabha on
Tuesday while bidding farewell
to Leader of Opposition
Ghulam Nabi Azad. He along
with three MPs from Jammu &
Kashmir will retire in the next
few days from the House.

The other retiring mem-
bers are Shamsher Singh
Manhas (BJP), Mir
Mohammad Fayaz (PDP) and
Nazir Ahmad Laway (PDP).

Recalling his long associa-
tion with Azad, Modi cried
while narrating an incident
when they were Chief
Ministers of Jammu & Kashmir
and Gujarat respectively.

Terrorists had killed some
tourists from Gujarat while
they were travelling in Srinagar
and Azad started crying on the
phone while informing his
counterpart Modi in Gujarat,
Modi recalled.

“The next day too Azad
cried on the phone while talk-
ing to me after overseeing that
the dead bodies and the injured
were flown to Gujarat,” the

Prime Minister said.
Remembering that con-

versation years back, Modi was
overwhelmed and paused
before breaking down. This
happened a couple of times
more when the Prime Minister
was telling the House about his
association with Azad.

Azad, in turn, also had
tears in the eyes while recalling
that incident in his farewell

speech later. 
The veteran Congress

leader said he is a proud and
lucky “Hindustani Muslim”
and wished that terrorism ends
from Jammu & Kashmir. Azad
also gave examples of Muslim
countries in India’s neigh-
bourhood and said many of
them were at war with each
other.

Continued on Page 2
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Deficiency of a lung-pro-
tecting protein in the

Caucasian population may
have made Europe and North
America more susceptible to
the spread of a coronavirus
variant as compared to Asia,
suggests a study by Indian sci-
entists which also reveals how
mutant forms of the virus may
find new ways to infect people.

����� 0-1��-2�3

In a major relief to Congress
MP Shashi Tharoor and six

journalists, including Rajdeep
Sardesai, the Supreme Court on
Tuesday stayed their arrest in
connection with the FIRs
lodged against them for their
allegedly “misleading” tweets
on the violence during the
farmers’ tractor rally in the
national Capital on the
Republic Day.

The Supreme Court, in
the proceedings lasting only for
five minutes, granted protec-
tion from any possible coercive
action by police of States like
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Haryana and
Karnataka to Tharoor as also
Sardesai, Mrinal Pande, Zafar
Agha, Paresh Nath, Vinod K
Jose and Anant Nath. 

Continued on Page 2
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They stand ashen-faced in
small clusters near the dev-

astated barrage of the NTPC's
Tapovan-Vishnugad hydel pro-
ject, waiting for some news
about their missing relatives.

Camping at Tapovan since
the glacier tragedy struck in
Uttarakhand's Chamoli dis-
trict on Sunday, the hope of
being reunited with their miss-
ing kin brings them every
morning to the banks of the
Dhauli Ganga, half a kilometre
from Tapovan, where intense
efforts are underway to trace
around 30-35 people trapped
inside a tunnel that belongs to
the project.

One of the glum-faced
bystanders is Dipak Nagwal of
Kanchula village, whose sister's
husband Sateshwar Singh, a
contractual mechanic, was at
work inside the tunnel at the
time of the avalanche.

His whereabouts are not
known since the avalanche
caught the workmen inside

the tunnel unaware.
The elder brother of

Dipak's brother-in-law and
other relatives are also staying
with him at Tapovan in the
hope of hearing some glad
tiding about their missing kin.

Every time a uniformed
securityman comes into view,
they run towards him with
their queries. However, the
cluster returns disappointed
as there is no news yet abut
Sateshwar.

Three men of Chamoli's
kimana village are also stuck
inside the tunnel. Over 40
people from the village have
been camping at Tapovan. 

Darshan Singh Bisht, a res-
ident of the village, said three
of his relatives -- Arvind Singh,
Ramkishan Singh and Rohit
Singh -- are trapped in the tun-
nel. Two months ago, the men,
aged 18-20 years, joined a firm
named Ritik, which worked at
the site on contract for the
National Thermal Power
Corporation (NTPC). Their
parents are waiting for their

return.
Standing at the tunnel gate,

waiting to hear about his broth-
er DS Bisht, Vijay Singh Bisht
of Dak village said his restless-
ness and worries about the
well-being of his brother are
growing with every passing
minute.He said advance
equipment should have been
used for clearing the debris
inside the tunnel. That would
have expedited the rescue oper-
ations, he said.

Bhawan Singh Farswan
(60) of Karchaun village has
been coming to the tunnel site
along the Dhauli Ganga river
since Sunday to find out about
a young man from his village,
who, he said, is trapped in the
tunnel.Two members of his
family are also missing from
the demolished Rishi Gana
hydel project site at Raini,
Farswan said.

People from different parts
of the country have gone miss-
ing in the tragedy, including 19
from Datunu village of the
Jaunsar area in Dehradun dis-

trict.
Amar Singh of Datunu,

who has come to enquire after
his fellow villagers, said the
entire village is in a state of
shock after the calamity.

"A total of 25 residents of
my village worked at the NTPC
project site, of whom six had a
day off on Sunday and were
luckily saved, but the rest are
trapped inside the tunnel,"
Singh said.The scene at Raini,
where 46 people went missing
at the Rishi Ganga project site,
is similar.

People have gathered there
to find out about their relatives.
Four bodies were recovered at
Raini on Tuesday, State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF) com-
mandant Navneet Singh
Bhullar said, adding that one of
the bodies was that of a police
constable.

"The daunting task of clear-
ing the debris inside the tunnel
at Tapovan is being dealt with
by a multi-agency team of
security personnel and we hope
to make a headway," he said.
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At least 70 people from Uttar
Pradesh are feared missing

in the glacier burst at Joshimath
in Uttarakhand's Chamoli dis-
trict that triggered an avalanche
and a deluge in the Alaknanda
river system that washed away
hydroelectric stations on
Sunday, officials said.

Of the 70 people, 34 are
from Lakhimpur Kheri district
alone.

"As of now, 70 people from
Uttar Pradesh are feared miss-
ing, including 34 from
Lakhimpur Kheri, nine from
Saharanpur and five from
Shravasti," Relief
Commissioner of Uttar
Pradesh Sanjay Goyal told PTI
on Tuesday.

Earlier in the day, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath sent
a team of three ministers to
Uttarakhand for better coordi-
nation with the state in carry-
ing out relief works after the
disaster, an official spokesper-
son said here.

A portion of the Nanda
Devi glacier possibly burst
through its banks in
Uttarakhand's Chamoli dis-
trict on Sunday, leading to an
avalanche and a deluge that
ripped through the Alaknanda

river system in the upper reach-
es of the ecologically fragile
Himalayas. Thirty-one bodies
have been recovered so far
and around 175 people are
missing.

"The chief minister has
formed a committee of three
ministers and sent them to
Uttarakhand for better coordi-
nation with the state. 

The ministers are Suresh
Kumar Rana, Vijay Kashyap
and Dharam Singh Saini," the
spokesperson said.

Adityanath has also con-
stituted a team of officers led
by Additional Chief Secretary,
Home, Awanish Kumar
Awasthi to ensure coordina-
tion in carrying out relief
works, he said, adding that a
control room has been estab-
lished at the Relief
Commissioner's office.
Control rooms have also been
set up in districts affected by
the tragedy and administra-
tion, police and irrigation
department employees are
deputed there.

"We will  meet
Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Trivendra Singh Rawat and
work will be done in coordi-
nation to cremate those who
lost their lives in the tragedy,"
Rana said.
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

on Tuesday sent a team of three
ministers to Uttarakhand for
better coordination with the
state in carrying out relief
works after the glacier disaster,
an official spokesman said
here.

A portion of the Nanda
Devi glacier possibly burst
through its banks in
Uttarakhand's Chamoli dis-
trict on Sunday, leading to an
avalanche and a deluge that
ripped through the Alaknanda
river system in the upper reach-
es of the ecologically fragile
Himalayas. Twenty-eight bod-
ies have been recovered so far
and around 170 others are
missing.

"The Chief Minister has
made a committee of three
ministers to visit Uttarakhand
for better coordination with the
state. The members of the
committee included Suresh
Kumar Rana, Vijay Kashyap
and Dharam Singh Saini, who
have left for Uttarakhand on
Tuesday," he said.

Adityanath also constitut-
ed a team of officers led by
Additional Chief Secretary,
Home, Awanish Kumar
Awasthi.A control room has
also been established at the

Relief Commissioners' office,
he said.

Control rooms have also
been set up in districts affect-
ed by the tragedy and admin-
istration, police and irrigation
department employees are
deputed there.

Rana said, "We will meet
the Uttarakhand CM Trivendra
Singh Rawat and work will be
done in coordination to cre-
mate those who lost their lives
in the tragedy."

Adityanath had on
Monday directed officials to
initiate effective action in col-
laboration with the
Uttarakhand government for
tracing people from the state
who have gone missing in flash
floods in the hill state, an offi-
cial said.  

During a high-level meet-
ing convened at his official res-
idence on Monday night, the
chief minister said that his
government is committed to
provide all possible help to
those affected by the disaster,
including its own people as well
as extending all possible help to
the Uttarakhand government,
the official spokesperson 
said.

Adityanath had also talked
to his Uttarakhand counterpart
Rawat and assured him of all
possible help, the spokesperson
said. 
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The Jharkhand Government
will provide all kind of

help to the people of the State
trapped in the glacier disaster
in Uttarakhand, Chief Minister
Hemant Soren has said.

He said the Jharkhand
Government's Labour
Department has opened a con-
trol room to help the people of
the state trapped in the natur-

al disaster in Uttarakhand.
"Those trapped in the dis-

aster, please contact the
helpline numbers issued by
the State Control Room of the
Department of Labour. The
state government will provide
all possible help," Soren tweet-
ed in Hindi.

The helpline numbers are
- 06512490055, 06512490083,
06512490037, 06512490058,
06512490052, 06512490125.

Those affected can also
send WhatsApp messages to
get help from the Jharkhand
government at the following
numbers  - 9470132591,
9431336427, 9431336398,
9431336472, 9431336432.

Meanwhile, a report from
Lohardaga district said nine
persons of the district working
in power projects in
Uttarakhand could not be con-
tacted by their family members

after the disaster struck
Chamoli district.

The family members of
the nine persons said they had
last spoken to them on Sunday
morning before the disaster
struck.

District officials said they
are trying to contact
Uttarakhand government offi-
cials to get news about the nine
persons from Lohardaga dis-
trict. 
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From page 1
On January 26, thousands

of protesting farmers who
reached ITO from the
Ghazipur border clashed with
the police. Many of them dri-
ving tractors reached the Red
Fort and entered the monu-
ment, where a religious flag was
also hoisted.In the FIR regis-
tered in connection with the
Red Fort violence, police said
two magazines with 20 live car-
tridges were snatched from
two constables by protesters
who also damaged vehicles
and robbed anti-riot gear.

“The mob later hoisted
different flags there. They also

started creating nuisance on the
rampart. The unruly mob was
asked to come downstairs.
They went to Meena Bazar area
to enter into Red Fort. When
the police tried to take them
out of Lahore Gate, the mob
became violent and attacked
personnel. The mob thrashed
the police personnel and threw
them in the wells,” police had
said in the FIR.

“They damaged a bus, a
Government gypsy and other
vehicles. The mob robbed the
anti-riots gears -- cane stick,
shields, body protectors, hel-
mets etc from the police per-
sonnel,” it had also said.

From page 1
Jitan Ram Manjhi’s

Hindustani Awam Morcha and
the Vikassheel Insaan Party of
the Mukesh Sahni has got one
berth each. Hussain -- the
biggest name in the new batch
of 17 Ministers -- was given the
industry portfolio in a State
that hardly has any industry.
Deputy Chief Minister Renu
Devi was given the disaster
management portfolio.

From the JD(U) those who
got ministerial berths include
old guards  such as Shrawan
Kumar, Sanjay Kumar Jha,
Madan Sahni, and Lessi Singh
as well as  new  faces such as
Jayant Raj (MLA from
Amarpur in Banka district);
former police official Sunil

Kumar (Bhore MLA); Sumit
Singh, who had won as an
Independent from Chakai in
Jamui district but later joined
the party;  and Jama Khan, who
was elected on the BSP  ticket
from Chainpur in Kaimur dis-
trict but later joined the JD(U). 

The BJP list of Ministers is
as follow, Shahnawaz Hussain
(BJP MLC), Pramod Kumar
(BJP MLA, Motihari), Samrat
Chaudhary (BJP MLC), Neeraj
Kumar Singh Bablu (BJP MLA,
Chhatapur), Subash Singh (BJP
MLA, Gopalganj), Nitin Nabin
(BJP MLA, Bankipur), Sumit
Kumar Singh (Independent
MLA, Chakai), Narayan Prasad
(BJP MLA, Nautan), Alok
Ranjan (BJP MLA, Saharsa),
Janak Ram (BJP).

From page 1
And it allowed the joint

Chinese-WHO team to rule
out one theory on the origins
of the virus. The Wuhan
Institute of Virology has col-
lected many virus samples,
leading to allegations that it
may have been the source of
the original outbreak, whether
on purpose or accidentally. 

But experts now consider
the possibility of such a leak so
improbable that it will not be
suggested as an avenue of
future study, said Embarek, a
WHO food safety and animal
diseases expert. 

China had already strong-
ly rejected that possibility and
has promoted other theories.
The Chinese and foreign
experts considered several the-
ories for how the disease first
ended up in humans, leading to
a pandemic that has now killed
more than 2.3 million people
worldwide.

Embarek said the initial
findings suggest the most like-
ly pathway the virus followed
was from a bat to another ani-

mal and then to humans,
adding that would require fur-
ther research. 

“The findings suggest that
the laboratory incidents
hypothesis is extremely unlike-
ly to explain the introduction
of the virus to the human pop-
ulation,” he said. 

T h e  m i s s i o n  w a s
intended to be an initial
s t e p  i n  t he  pro c e s s  of
understanding the origins
of the virus, which scien-
tists have posited may have
passed to humans through
a wild animal, such as a
pangolin or bamboo rat.
Transmission directly from
bats to humans or through
the trade in frozen food
products are also possibil-
ities, Embarek said. 

The WHO team’s visit
is politically sensitive for
B e i j i ng ,  w h i ch  i s  c on -
cerned about being blamed
for alleged missteps in its
early response to the out-
break. An AP investiga-
tion has found  that the
Chinese government put

limits on research into the
outbreak and ordered sci-
entists  not to speak to
reporters. 

T h e  t e am  —  w h i c h
includes experts from 10
countries who arrived on
January 14 — also visited
t h e  Hu an an  S e a fo o d
Market, the site of an early
cluster of cases in late 2019.
The market dealt in frozen
seafood and also domesti-
cated wildlife, and Embarek
said the team had identified
the traders, suppliers and
farms connected to the mar-
ket.

L i ang  Wan n i an ,  t he
head of the Chinese side,
said the virus appeared to
have been spreading in
other parts of the city than
the market, so it remains
possible that the virus orig-
inated elsewhere. 

The team found no evi-
dence that the disease was
spreading widely any earli-
er than the initial outbreak
i n  t h e  s e c on d  h a l f  o f
December 2019.

From page 1
“Issue notice returnable in

two weeks. In the meantime,
there shall be stay of arrest of
the petitioners,” the bench
headed by Chief Justice S A
Bobde noted in its order after
senior advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing for the lawmaker
from Thiruvananthapuram in
Kerala, expressed the looming
danger of danger arrest. 

When the bench said it was
issuing notice in the matter,
Sibal vehemently pleaded that
an order with an effect that no
coercive action be taken against
them in the meantime be also
passed.

“Nothing is going to hap-

pen. Where is the danger,” said
the bench, also comprising
Justices A S Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian.

Sibal objected and said
Solicitor General Tuhsar Mehta
is appearing for Delhi Police
and the cops of other states
might “knock at my doors
and arrest me in the mean-
time”. 

“Kindly protect us in the
meanwhile,” Sibal said, prompt-
ing the bench to ask the law
officer whether the police was
planning to arrest Tharoor and
others.

Mehta, seeking to argue the
case on Wednesday, alleged:
“Horrendous tweets have been

made,” the law officer said,
adding, “I can show you what
horrendous effect these tweets
have with such lakhs of fol-
lowers”.

The bench asked Mehta,
“Are you going to arrest them?”.

The solicitor general said,
“I am before your lordships.
Please hear it tomorrow”.

The bench then asked
Mehta whether he was appear-
ing for all the concerned states.

“I will appear for all,” he
said.

Sibal, while arguing that
petitioners should be protect-
ed, said, “What prejudice will
it cause if this protection is
given?”

From page 1
Modi said it would be dif-

ficult for anyone to fill the
shoes of Azad as he cared not
only about his political affilia-
tion but also about the country
and the House.

“I worry that after Azad
whosoever will take over from
him will have to fill very big
boots because he cared not only
about his party but about the
country as well as the House.
This is not a small thing, this
a big thing,” Modi said.

He noted that Azad had
called him to ask for an all-
party meeting during Covid-19
period. “I liked that and also
did it. This kind of connection
is there because he has the

experience of both being in
power and in Opposition.
Twenty-eight-year experience
in all, it is a big thing,” the
Prime Minister said.

“Power comes and goes but
(only a few know) how to
digest it...therefore like a friend,
I respect him on the basis of the
things he has done over these
years,” Modi said while wiping
his tears and saluting Azad.

The Prime Minister said he
believes that Azad’s concern for
his country will not let him sit
and whatever responsibilities
he takes in the future would be
beneficial for the nation.“At a
personal level, I would request
him to not believe that he is not
in the House. My door is always

open for all of you. I will always
expect and value your inputs,” he
said. “I will not let you become
weak,” the Prime Minister told
Azad as he closed his comments.

Earlier, Rajya Sabha
Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu
described Azad as a voice of
sanity in public life over few
decades when he made valu-
able contributions while serv-
ing both in Government and in
Opposition.Azad retires from
Rajya Sabha on February 15
after being the Leader of the
Opposition for over six years
since June 8, 2014. Naidu said
Azad’s retirement is particularly
painful with the House having
lost Sushma Swaraj and Arun
Jaitley.

From page 1
Projecting the 40 farmers

unions spearheading the agi-
tation as fully united, he said,
“We have said we will neither
change ‘Panch’ (leader) nor
‘Manch’ (stage).” 

Kurukshetra is a land of
“kranti” (revolution) and ‘nyay’
(justice) and that is why the
“mahapanchayat” is being held
here to get justice for the farm-
ers, Tikait said.

“We have always said that
if government has to talk there
are 40 representatives they can
talk to them, whatever these
unions decide will be accept-
able to us,” he said.

Tikait said the protesting
farmers will divide their time
between home, fields and the
agitation. Every farmer’s fam-
ily, he said, is required to par-
ticipate in the stir by sending at
least one person at the Delhi
border protest sites while other
members would continue to
work in their fields. 

He said the protesters are
prepared for a long struggle to
get the three laws repealed
and would visit other states like
Maharashtra, West Bengal,
Karnataka and Odisha to gar-
ner farmers’ support for their
struggle.

He said that a farmer does
not transfer his agriculture
land to even his son during his
lifetime, how he can give it to
the corporates.

From page 1
Nearly 100 ration kits have

been supplied to the affected
villages by helicopters to ensure
they face no dearth of essen-
tials, officials said.

Talking to reporters, Rawat
said the priority is to get to
those trapped inside the tunnel
and save as many lives as pos-
sible.Additional heavy
machines could be pressed
into service to expedite the
process of clearing tonnes of
debris inside the tunnel block-

ing the path of rescue person-
nel.

A portion of the Nanda
Devi glacier possibly burst
through its banks in Chamoli
district on Sunday. It appeared
to have triggered an avalanche
and a deluge that ripped
through the Alaknanda river
system in the upper reaches of
the ecologically fragile
Himalayas.Experts, however,
are still trying to determine the
exact cause of the disaster in
Joshimath.

From page 1
“Of the total 10,000-15,000

glaciers that are situated in
India, intense and regular mon-
itoring is done for a maximum
25 glaciers across the Indian
Himalayan Region. A minus-
cule percentage of total glaciers
are studied but there is constant
effort to increase this number,”
SK Rai, a senior scientist with
glaciology and hydrology
department with WIHG
said.The glaciers being moni-
tored in Uttarakhand by scien-
tists from the Wadia Institute of
Himalayan Geology includes
Gangotri, Chorabari, Dunagiri,
Dokriyani and Pindari, he
said.Sain talked about the chal-
lenges of conducting the study
with inaccessibility to the glacial
regions being the major one.“All
mapping of glaciers has been
done through satellite data, but
glaciers are all in high-altitude
and inaccessible regions, so

monitoring those areas auto-
matically becomes difficult.
Even if we have large manpower
it is difficult to monitor them,”
said Sain.
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Uttar Pradesh’s (UP)
Ghaziabad district on

Tuesday received first batch of
‘Covaxin’. The Chief Medical
Officer (CMO) Dr NK Gupta
said that a total of 14,570 doses
have been received in the first
batch.

The second consignment
of Covaxin is expected to arrive
by 18 February. The Covaxin
will be given to frontline work-
ers and vaccination will be
held at 35 centers on Thursday
and Friday.

“The target is to vaccinate
over 8,000 frontline workers on
both these days. Apart from
this, the district currently has
28,000 doses of the covishield
vaccine. Covishield will be
given to health workers,” said
Dr Gupta.

“The mop-up Round will
be held on 15 February for the
health workers right now and
in addition to that the second
dose of health workers will also

start from the same day,” he
said.  

The CMO said that Covid-
19 vaccination of frontline
workers was started on
February 5 across the State
including the district. In the
first round, only 10 percent of
frontline workers were target-
ed to be vaccinated.

Around 19,000 frontline
workers have been identified in
the district. Accordingly, a total
of 1,803 people were targeted
to be vaccinated on 5 February.
Only 1,037 of them could be
vaccinated. 
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In a bid to study and combat
the real-time pollution

sources, the Delhi Government
will work with the teams of
researchers to launch 'Real-
time Source Apportionment'
project in Delhi, along with set-
ting up an advanced monitor-
ing system of real-time pollu-
tion sources.

Delhi Chief Minister,
Arvind Kejriwal, has directed
the senior officials to work on
the matter and to submit a pro-
posal in front of the Cabinet in
this regard. After the clearance
from the Cabinet, the work will
start in full swing.

Kejriwal said that IIT
Delhi, Kanpur and The Energy
and Resources Institute (TERI)
have developed technology for
real-time source apportion-
ment of pollution.

The development came
after a meeting chaired by the
Chief Minister with experts of
these institutes on Tuesday.
He said that the Delhi will work
with them to implement the
technology in Delhi.

Kejriwal tweeted, "IIT
Kanpur, IIT Delhi, and TERI
have developed technology for
real-time source apportion-
ment of pollution. Had a meet-

ing with their experts. We will
work with them to implement
it in Delhi If we know the
source of pollution on a real-
time basis, it will help us take
immediate action."

The Delhi government will
bring the proposal of setting up
these advanced techniques to
study the real-time pollution
sources in front of the Cabinet.
With the implementation of the
electric vehicle policy, the Delhi
government is working relent-
lessly to bring down the pollu-
tion levels of the capital.

Kejriwal said, "The Delhi
government is focusing on the
sources of pollution in the
capital and working to curb
these sources. This technique
will give us a clear idea about
the real-time sources of air pol-
lution at pollution hotspots in
Delhi. This will also help us to
take immediate action against
these sources."

Under this technology, the
Delhi government will establish
a super site and a mobile site to
find out the sources of pollution
in real-time at a given hotspot.
First, the Delhi government
will install a super site and
mobile site at the pollution
hotspots on a pilot basis to study
the work of these machines.
After a month, the Delhi
Government will study the
results and work accordingly.
The Delhi government will be
focusing on the hotspot areas in
the pilot project. The entire pro-
ject will be carried out under the
guidance of Professor Mukesh
Sharma from IIT-Kanpur.

The Delhi government will
be the first government in the
country to use this technology
to find out real-time sources of
pollution. The Delhi govern-
ment has launched several ini-
tiatives in the last one year to
curb air pollution. This also
includes the electric vehicle
policy which is considered the
most ambitious policy across
India. 

It is noteworthy that the
Delhi government has also ini-
tiated an electric vehicles poli-
cy and is also running a 'Switch
Delhi' campaign to encourage
citizens of Delhi to switch from
polluting fuel-run cars to EVs.
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Punjabi actor-turned-activist Deep
Sidhu's counsel claimed he had

nothing to do with the violence and was
at the wrong place at the wrong time.
He who was allegedly involved in the
violence and vandalism at the Red Fort
during the farmers’ tractor rally on
January 26 and was arrested by Delhi
Police's special cell late on Monday
night. 

Meanwhile on Tuesday a Delhi
court send Sidhu to seven days police
custody.

Sidhu was produced before
Metropolitan Magistrate Prigya Gupta.
Police alleged he was one of the main
instigators of the violent incidents at the
Red Fort.

According to Sanjeev Kumar Yadav,
the Deputy Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Special Cell, he was arrested
from Karnal Bypass at 10.40 PM on
Monday.

“Sidhu was wanted in connection
with the case of instigating the crowd
at the Red Fort on Republic Day. The
Crime Branch will investigate his role
in detail,” said the DCP.

Asked where he was hiding after the
January 26 violence, Yadav said the
investigation is in an initial stage.

A source said that Sidhu was wait-
ing for someone on road when he was
nabbed. “Meanwhile, it was also
revealed that Sidhu was in contact with
a woman friend who lives in California.
He used to make videos and send it to
her, and she used to upload them on his

Facebook account,” said the source.
Sidhu kept changing his locations to
evade arrest, he added.

The police had announced a cash
reward of Rs 1 lakh for information
leading to Sidhu's arrest. After the
Republic Day 26 violence that had left
over 500 security personnel injured and
one protestor dead, Sidhu was posting
videos on social media.

On January 26, thousands of
protesting farmers who reached ITO
from the Ghazipur border clashed with
the police. Many of them driving trac-
tors reached the Red Fort and entered
the monument, where a religious flag
was also hoisted.

In the FIR registered in connection
with the Red Fort violence, police said
two magazines with 20 live cartridges

were snatched from two constables by
protestors who also damaged vehicles
and robbed anti-riot gear.

"The mob later hoisted different
flags there. They also started creating
nuisance on the rampart. The unruly
mob was asked to come downstairs.
They went to Meena Bazar area to enter
the into Red Fort. When the police tried
to take them out of Lahore Gate, the
mob became violent and attacked per-
sonnel. The mob thrashed the police
personnel and threw them in the wells,"
police had said in the FIR.

"They damaged a bus, a government
gypsy and other vehicles. The mob
robbed the anti-riots gears -- cane stick,
shields, body protectors, helmets etc
from the police personnel," it had also
said.
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The national Capital has
reported no fresh Covid-19

death on Tuesday after a gap of
over 10 months.

However, 100 fresh cases
were registered on Tuesday
while the daily positivity rate
stayed at 0.18 per cent.

Delhi Health Minister,
Satyendar Jain, asserted that
'Delhi's collective will is gradu-
ally winning over the infection'.

“Today no death has been
reported due to COVID infec-
tion. Delhi's collective will is
gradually winning over the
infection. I congratulate the
people of Delhi for taking
proper precautions and our
healthcare and frontline work-
ers who have fought this battle
tooth and nail,” Jain tweeted.

These 100 new cases came
out of the 56,410 tests con-
ducted the previous day. The
positivity rate stood at 0.18 per
cent, according to a bulletin
issued by the Delhi health
department.

The infection tally in the
city rose to 6,36,260, authori-
ties said. The active cases tally
on Tuesday dropped to 1,052
from 1,096 the previous day,
according to the bulletin.

The total number of tests

conducted the previous day,
included 31,300 RT-PCR tests
and 25,110 rapid antigen tests,
it said.

According to the bulletin
issued by the Delhi health
department, out of the total
number of 6,050 beds in
COVID hospitals, 5554 are
vacant. On Friday and Sunday,
two deaths were reported in the
national capital, same as on
February 2, which was the
lowest in the last 10 months.

The number of cases with
not even a single fatality count
now indicate a marked
improvement in the situation
since the third wave of the pan-
demic had hit the city in
November.

The highest single-day
spike 8,593 cases till date was
reported on November 11.

Besides fall in active cases,
the count of home isolation
cases have also registered a sus-
tained fall, dropping to below
441 -mark, indicating improve-
ment in the COVID-19 situa-
tion, as per the bulletin.

The health bulletin further
stated that 135 beds in COVID
care centres are occupied by
persons under quarantine,
including travellers who have
returned by the Vande Bharat
Mission and bubble flights.
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As part of its continued
endeavour to enhance

commuting experience for its
passengers, Delhi Metro, on
Tuesday, commissioned 10
additional escalators at nine
Metro stations including two
new ones at Kashmere Gate
Metro station, thereby, taking
the total tally of escalators at
this station alone to a record 47
escalators for convenient pas-
senger movement.

A DMRC official said that
other stations where one addi-
tional escalator each has been
commissioned for passenger
service are: - Rithala on Red
Line and Uttam Nagar (East),
Nawada, Rajouri Garden,
Shadipur, Yamuna Bank,
Subhash Nagar and R K
Ashram Marg on Blue Line.
These newer, easy to maintain
escalators, updated with latest
software will provide more
ease to commuters especially
during peak hours, he said.

Kashmere Gate is the only
multilayered triple interchange
station of the Delhi Metro net-
work which provides inter-
change facility between Line-1
(Red Line), Line–2 (Yellow
Line) and Line-6 (Violet Line).
With the addition of two more
escalators, it has become India’s
only Metro station having so
many escalators facilitating
convenient passenger move-
ment between various levels.

“The station also has one of
the tallest escalators of the
network with a height of 14.5

m, after Janakpuri (West) on
Magenta Line which has the
tallest escalator with a height of
15.6 m. Besides this, there are
six parallel escalators for inter-
change between Violet and
Red Line and vice-versa, which
is probably a rare and unique
engineering feat at a station
area across world metros,” it
said in a statement.

Delhi Metro is also in the
process of installing 22 more
escalators at major stations
across the network including
five at Kashmere Gate thereby
taking the total number of
escalators at this station to 52.
The other stations are:-

Red Line: Dilshad Garden,
Mansarovar Park, Shahdara,
Seelampur, Netaji Subhash Place
and Inderlok. Yellow Line:
Model Town and Chhatarpur,
Blue Line: Rajouri Garden,
Tagore Garden, Jhandewalan,
Rajender Place, Laxmi Nagar
and Noida Sec-15, Green Line:
Ashok Park Main

The installation and com-
missioning of these 22 escala-
tors for passenger services is
likely to be completed within
the next 5-6 months. Further,
Delhi Metro has also planned
to install 32 more escalators at
major stations such as
Adarshnagar, Kirti Nagar,
Noida Sec-16, Vaishali,
Mundka etc. by March 2022.

Presently, Delhi Metro has
more than 1100 escalators
installed and commissioned at
its stations across the Delhi-
NCR network with 389 KM
and 285 stations.
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Five people were injured
after a 70-year-old house

collapsed in the Sadar Bazar
area of north Delhi on Tuesday.
The North Delhi Mayor Jai
Prakash also visited the site
and took stock of the 
situation.

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal also expressed
his concern over the incident in
a tweet. “Deeply worried to
hear about the collapse of a res-
idential building in Sadar Bazar
area. The rescue & medical
teams and district administra-
tion are present at the spot.
Rescue operations are under-
way, I am constantly monitor-
ing the situation,” the CM said
in a tweet.

According to Atul Garg,
the Director of Delhi Fire
Services (DFS), a call about the
incident was received around
10.30 Am following which six
fire tenders were rushed to the
spot.

“On spot, five people have
been rescued, of whom three
are in a critical condition.
The injured have been shifted
to the Bara Hindu Rao hospi-
tal. The rescue operation last-

ed ti l l  2.31 pm,” said 
Garg.

A senior police official,
however, said two injured per-
sons -- Naseem (30) and his
mother Zarima (60) -- were
rushed to Bara Hindu Rao
Hospital and they had suf-
fered minor injuries and were
later discharged.

North Delhi Mayor, Jai
Prakash also visited the inci-
dent site and said that the
building was 70 years.  He said
that no causality is reported
and 4 persons rescued from the
spot. 

The Mayor also directed
the officials to speed up malba
removal action and further
asked the officials to survey
old buildings which need
repair or are dangerous for
habitation.

“Those need repair be
asked to repair urgently and
dangerous but beyond repair be
got vacated and be demol-
ished, so that there is no casu-
alty. The dangerous building be
got cordoned off to isolate the
property,” said the Mayor.

He said that the officials
have also been directed to be
more vigilant in this 
regard.
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With an aim to ensure
cleanliness in its area

ahead of Swacchhta
Survekshan-2021, ‘South Delhi
Municipal Corporation’
(SDMC's) Najafgarh Zone on
Tuesday opened 10 more
''Garbage Cafe'' where meals
will be provided in exchange of
plastic waste.

Radha Krishan, Deputy
Commissioner of the Najafgarh
Zone said that under this ini-
tiative, a person who brings one
kg of plastic waste will get a free
meal at a restaurant.

“The new garbage cafes are
opened at Diamond Sweets
(Dwarka Sector 23), City Centre
Mall Food Court (Dwarka
Sector 12), Pacific Mall Food
Court (Sector 21 Dwarka),

Bikaner Misthan (Dwarka
Sector 10), Bikaner Sweets (
Mahaveer Enclave), Mittal
Sweets (Najafgarh), Bikaner
Sweets Corner ( Palam Colony),
Prabhu Sweets & Bakery
(Mahipalpur Chowk), Bikaner
Sweets & Dairy (Dwarka Sector
22) and Bikaner Sweets (Pankha
Road),” he said.

The deputy commissioner
said that the south corporation

also carried a plastic waste
removal and special sanitation
drive on Tuesday in Najafgarh
Zone to ensure cleanliness.
“The sanitation drive was car-
ried out at markets, public
places, schools, parks and
vacant areas etc. Under plastic
waste removal drive, focus is
given to lift the plastic waste
from green belts of main roads,
central verge of main roads and

other vacant plot etc,” he said.
Radha Krishan said that

the drive, different stretches of
around 70 KM were covered
and nearly 250 kilograms of
plastic waste were lifted from
the green belts falls under the
jurisdiction of Najafgarh Zone.

The SDMC’s Najafgarh
Zone under the leadership of its
deputy commissioner had
launched this innovative con-

cept last month to provide
meals in exchange of plastic
waste by a restaurant in
Vardhman Mall, Dwarka.

According to provisions,
the restaurant will offer free
breakfast, lunch or dinner for
bringing one kg of plastic
waste. The plastic waste will
include empty water bottles,
cold drink bottles, plastic canes
and other such items.
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With upcoming infrastruc-
ture projects in Delhi, the

Bhartiya Janta Party (BJP) on
Tuesday termed Delhi as an
international city. Delhi BJP
president, Adesh Gupta, said
sanctioning of third ring road
project along with Meerut
RRTS and modernisation of
Anand Vihar Railway Station
reflect Centre, the Union
Government will transform
the India’s Capital in to world
class city.

The BJP leader thanked
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for sanctioning of �7,715 crore
under urban extension road II
(UER) i.e. third ring road in
which Central Government
agencies – Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) and National
Highway Authority of India
(NHAI) being involved, the
project will solve traffic prob-
lems of Southwest Delhi.

Gupta also welcomed the
projects of modernization &
upgradation of Anand Vihar
Railway Station and start of
work on  82 km Delhi to Meerut
Regional Rapid Transit System.
“All three major  projects worth
over � 15000 crores are a major
boost for Delhi's infrastructure
and reflects the Centre
Government's commitment to
develop Delhi as a internation-
al city. These projects in Delhi-

NCR are an answer to Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s gov-
ernment which often questions
Centre's contribution for Delhi
but itself failed to start any new
major infrastructure project in
the city,” the BJP leader taking
jibe on ruling Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) .

“The Delhi BJP delegation
will soon meet  Urban
Development Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri and thank
Central government for its
mammoth contribution
towards growth of Delhi,”
Gupta announced in state BJP
office at Pandit Pant Marg.
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The police have lodged an
FIR against Block

Development and Panchayat
Officer (BDPO), Pataudi block,
Gurugram, Arun Kumar,
Chairman Block Committee
Pataudi, Rakesh Yadav, Suresh
Kumar, Mahender and others
for allegedly siphoning off 
� 18,000 from Government
funds.

According to the police, the
committee chairman in con-
nivance with the officials
embezzled Government grants
allocated for the road develop-
ment works in Pataudi block of
Gurugram district.

Before recommending the
FIR, the deputy commissioner
of police (Manesar) had con-
ducted an inquiry into the
corruption allegations.

According to the FIR, Road
Rollers were to be used to fix
the roads in the villages of
Pataudi block but the block
committee officials and gov-
ernment officials convinced to
get the road rollers replaced
with motorcycles in lieu of this
project, Rs 18,000 was also
withdrawn from government
funds.

RTI activist Naresh Kumar
came to know about this
embezzlement and had asked
for information under RTI
from the block committee

office of Pataudi in which
three bills of copies were
received from Block
Committee Pataudi, in which
the date of two bills was
28.5.2018 the date of a bill
6.3.2018 had been shown and
after checking the Road Roller
number HR 76C- 4748 in
these bills, this number was
registered as Honda
Motorcycle, and the owner
was Brahm Prakash.

Kumar complained to the
station house officer (SHO) of
Pataudi, on 8 November 2020
for action against the guilty
but to no avail. Ultimately, he
made a complaint on CM
Window from there the com-
plaint was sent to the SHO by

ACP Pataudi for the investi-
gation in which the SHO
Pataudi found that Motorcycle
instead of Rode Rollow citing
it as a human error but later
the DCP Manesar directed to
ACP to register his complaint
and investigate the 
matter.

The FIR has been regis-
tered under IPC sections 420,
409 and 120B at Pataudi police
station.

"We have started a probe in
the matter and further action
will be taken out in accordance
with the conclusion of the
investigation report. No arrests
had been made so far," said
Karan Singh, SHO of Pataudi
police station.
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Delhi Police has arrested a
25-year-old man in Delhi

for allegedly trying to extort
money from his former
employer using death threats in
east Delhi's Preet Vihar area. 

The accused has been iden-
tified as Ajay, a resident of
Tahirpur Sarai in GTB Enclave.

According to Deepak
Tadav, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), East district, on January
4, Jitender, who owns a popu-
lar jewellery showroom,
informed police that he had
received a letter demanding Rs
50 lakh and threatening to kill
him if he failed to pay up.

"He also told police that the
letter was delivered to a guard
of the showroom by an auto-
rickshaw driver, who had
brought it on behalf of anoth-
er person," said the DCP.

"During investigation,
employees of the complainant
were examined, and police
zeroed in on Ajay, a former
employee who had quit last
year. It was found that he was
under huge debt. On Tuesday,
he was apprehended from near
SDN hospital," said the DCP.

"During interrogation, the
accused disclosed that while
working at the showroom, he
and the store manager fell in
love with each other, and when
the owner came to know about
this, he fired the store manag-
er. Ajay got angry at this and
quit.
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After meeting stakeholders
of private mandis and State

Agriculture Marketing Boards,
the Supreme Court-appointed
three-member panel on
Tuesday held its deliberations
with 18 industry bodies includ-
ing Amul, ITC, Rice Miller
Associations, Tractor
Manufacture Association and
exporter bodies, engaged in
agriculture and its allied sectors
and sought their comments on
the three farm legislations.
This is the sixth meeting the
panel has held so far. 

The meeting was held both
virtually and in person on
Tuesday. The committee mem-
bers will hold talks with state
governments’ representatives
on February 11. The commit-
tee will also take view points
from professionals and acade-
micians on the issue.

Sources said that industri-
al bodies including Agro
Processing Industries, Food
Processing industries and the
agencies, dairy sector, rice
miller association engaged in
the agriculture sector hailed the
three farm laws during their
discussions and also suggested
some points. The committee

members have requested the
participants to give their views
on the three farm laws.

“In total 18 different stake-
holder organisations’ such as
Amul, ITC, FCI, Sugna Foods,
Horticulture Produce
Exporters’ Association,
Venkateshwara Hatcheries,
Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII), Federation of
Indian Chambers of
Commerce & Industry ( FICCI
), Agricultural and Processed
Food Products Export
Development Authority
(APEDA), Seafood Exporters
Association, India Rice Miller
Association, All India Rice
Exporters Association, Tractor
Manufacture Association,
Cotton Association of India,
Fertiliser Association of India,
India Pulses and Grain
Association of India and All
India Poultry Feed Association
of India participated through
Video Conferencing in the
detailed deliberations with the
committee members over the
farm laws,” the ministry of
agriculture said.

“Representatives of the
Marine Products Export
Development Authority
(MPEDA) participated in the
meeting in person. All the
stakeholder participants gave

their detailed views and valuable
suggestions on the three farm
laws,” the committee said in a
statement.

During the previous meet-
ing held on Friday, the com-
mittee held consultations with
the heads of state marketing
boards, private mandi operators

and food parks from 10 states
including those of Kerala. The
committee has also sought com-
ments from all stakeholders
through online in its website.

The three-member com-
mittee appointed by the
Supreme Court has been hold-
ing consultations with stake-

holders both, online and in-per-
son and this was the fifth meet-
ing of the panel so far. The
Supreme Court had set up the
four-member panel on January
11, but one of them, Bhupinder
Singh Mann, recused himself
later after questions were raised
by the agitating farmer unions

about the views expressed by all
members in the past in support

of the contentious laws, against
which thousands are protesting

on Delhi borders for almost two
months now.
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Samajwadi Party leader
AkhileshYadav Yadav on

Tuesday attacked the
Government saying the
Minimum Support Price
(MSP) was not available even
in the districts in Uttar Pradesh
from where President, Prime
Minister and Defence Minister
come from and that it was
“unrolling red carpet for the
corporates”.

Participating in the dis-
cussion on the vote of thanks
on President’s address, the for-
mer Chief Minister wondered
as why Government do not
take back laws if those for
whom there are meant for
opposing them.

He said though the
Government is insisting that
MSP would always be there,
the farmers in the districts of
President, Prime Minister and
Defence Minister have not
received MSP price for their
produce .

Yadav said his
Government constructed sev-
eral ‘Mandis’ for farmers and

even gave 500 acre to Guru
Ram Dev for establishing a
‘Mandi’. By now, he said kisan
‘mandis’ are not being estab-
lished in the state.

He alleged that
Government has unrolled “red
carpet” for corporates while
neglecting farmers.

Taking a swipe at Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
describing agitators as
“andolanjivi”, the former UP
Chief Minister asked the rul-
ing party members”Are you not
Chandajivi ?”.

His apparent reference  to
collection for Ram temple  was
objected to by BJP MP and
Minister Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti
who said “people not only in
India but world over are donat-
ing with devotion..”.

Earlier, addressing the
house, former J & K Chief
Minister Farooq Abdullah also
asked government to talk to
farmers and carry everyone
together so that country
remains united.

The National Conference
president alleged that though
local district elections in
Kashmir were successful  now
an attempt is being made to
buy elected representatives in
district bodies with money
bags”.

In an emotional speech,
Abdullah who was in the pre-
ventive detention following
the abrogation of article 370,
said “we have to take all togeth-
er... I am a Hindustani
Muslim,..Allah and Bhagwan is
same, Ram is for everyone,
Quran is for all, Bible is for
all..take everyone together”, he
said.

BJP woman MP fromn
Haryana, who spoke after him
, however, said that Abdullah
had said altogether different
things when government had
announced annulment of arti-
cle 370 on August 6, 2019.
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The Ministry of Agriculture
has said that the Indian

Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) has devel-
oped a total 838 high yielding
and trait specific field crop vari-
eties, of which 578 are climate
resilient, 41 short duration and
47 bio-fortified varieties in the
last three year. Besides, India
has developed only 63
Integrated Farming System
(IFS) in 18 States so far and
these models are suitable to 26
States and Union Territories
and have the potential to
increase the income of farmers
by 2 to 3 times or more vis a vis
existing systems/practices in a
period of 3 to 4 years. The
Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) 345 varieties
of different crops were devel-
oped in 2020.

In a reply to the Lok Sabha,
Union Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar said
that ICAR has developed a total
838 high yielding and trait
specific field crop varieties, of
which 578 are climate resilient,
41 short duration and 47 bio-
fortified varieties in the last
three year. “A total 77 machines
and processing equipment were
developed to promote mecha-

nisation of small farms &amp;
reduce postharvest losses. Total
101 technologies for processing
and on farm value addition
were also developed. In fish-
eries, ICAR developed breed-
ing and seed production tech-
nologies of 9 food fishes and 12
ornamental fishes, demon-
strated cage culture in reser-
voirs and open sea, developed
several cost-effective feeds for
fish and shell fish,” he said.

Interestingly, the public
spending on agriculture
research and educationin India
is only 0.62 percent of its total
gross domestic products. The
Centre has proposed Rs
8513.62 crore for agriculture
research and education in the
budget 2021-22 as compared to
Rs 7762.38 crore revised bud-
get allocation for the year 2020-
21. Of the total budget, Rs
968.00 allocated for crop sci-
ences.

Replying to a question
asked by Rajya Sabha MP
Sushil Kumar Gupta Tomar
said ICAR has developed 63
integrated farming systems
with the participation of farm-
ers in 18 States.

“Most of the IFS models
have the demonstrated poten-
tial of increasing the farmers’
income by 2-3 times or more
and have been included in

State Plans by Government of
Bihar, Karnataka, Kerala,
Jammu & Kashmir and Tamil
Nadu for up-scaling. As many
as 31 bankable projects suitable
for 22 states have also been pre-
pared by ICAR for supporting
through medium and short-
term credit for scaling up
through schemes of States and
Central Government,” Tomar
said.

According to the agricul-
ture ministry, 31 bankable
projects suitable for 22 states
have also been prepared by
Indian Council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) for support-
ing through medium and
short-term credit for scaling up
through schemes of States and
Central Government. Tomar
further stated that at least 18
IFS models, 14 bankable pro-
jects on IFS and organic farm-
ing packages for 22 cropping
systems were developed during
last three years.

Total foodgrain produc-
tion in the country is estimat-
ed to be a record 291.95 mil-
lion tonnes, according to the
second advance estimates for
2019-20. 

In reply to another ques-
tion, the minister said that
ICAR has also developed 51
organic cropping systems suit-
able for adoption in 12 States.
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As many as 197 people are
missing while 20 people

have died due to floods in
Uttarakhand, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah told Rajya
Sabha on Tuesday.

In a separate tunnel in the
NTPC project, it is estimated
that around 25 to 35 people are
stuck inside, he said, adding
“rescue operation to evacuate
these persons is going on a war
footing and all-out efforts are
simultaneously being made for
searching missing persons”.

Making a statement in the
House “regarding an avalanche
in Chamoli District of
Uttarakhand”, the Union 
minister said these inputs were
based on the information
received till Monday 5 pm
from the state government.

Noting that an avalanche
had occurred in the upper
catchment of Rishiganga river,
a tributary of Alaknanda riven
in Chamoli District of
Uttarakhand, which led to sud-
den rise in the water level of

Rishiganga river, he said as per
information, a total of 197
persons are reported missing
which includes 139 are from
the under-construction 
NTPC project, 46 people 
working on Rishi Ganga pro-
ject and 12 villagers. 

He said in the financial
year 2020-21, �1041 crore has
been allocated to the State of
Uttarakhand under the State

Disaster Risk Management
Fund (SDRMF)and the first
installment of the central share
amounting to �468.50 crore has
been released to the State
Government.

The State Government has
reported that there is no dan-
ger of downstream flooding
and the rise in water level has
been contained, he said, adding
the Centre and the State
Government have been keep-
ing a strict vigil on the situa-
tion.

“It is observed from the
satellite data (Planet Lab) of 7th
February, 2021 in catchment of
Rishi Ganga river at the ter-
minus of the glacier at an alti-
tude of 5,600m a 
landslide triggered a snow
avalanche covering approxi-
mately 14 sq.Km area and
causing a flash flood in the
downstream of Rishi Ganga
river,” he added. 
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Tuesday denied in

the Lok Sabha allegation that
during his visit to West Bengal
he had sat on the chair of
Rabindranath Tagore saying
“the window seat” he occupied
was also used by likes of
Jawaharlal Nehru, Pranab
Mukherjee and Rajiv Gandhi.

“I asked Vishwabharti Vice-
Chancellor to clarify and he said
no such incident took place”,
said Shah in the house reject-
ing  Congress MP Adhir Rahan
Chowdhury’s allegations.

Shah said he sat on a win-
dow seat “where everybody is
allowed to sit”.

Shah said Nehru, Pranab
Mukherjee and Rajiv Gandhi
too occupied the same seat.

The home minister asked
members to do some research
before sourcing their state-
ments from the social media.

Shah also denied com-
ments attributed to the BJP
president JP Nadda during lat-
ter’s visit to West Bengal. 
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The Union Health Ministry
has asked States and Union

Territories to conclude the first
dose administration to all
frontline workers by March 6
even as 62.6 lakh beneficiaries
have been vaccinated against
the pathogen since January 16
when the mega vaccination
drive was launched.

The states and UTs have
also been  directed to conclude
mop-up rounds latest by March
6. Earlier, the Health Ministry
had asked all states and UTs to
complete the administration of
the first dose of Covid vaccines
to their healthcare workers by
February 20 and conclude
mop-up round by February 24.

Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan said during a
press briefing that the aim
should be that no willing ben-
eficiary is left behind and for
that, states and UTs are free to
conduct as many mop-up
rounds they want.

“They can do multiple
rounds depending on their
strength. The aim of the mop-
up rounds is to ensure that
those healthcare and frontline
workers, who could not come
during their scheduled vacci-
nation sessions, will then be
availed an opportunity afford-
ed by the mop-up rounds to get
their dose of vaccination,” he
said.

However, Bhushan also
said that those healthcare and
frontline workers, who fail to
appear even during the mop-
up rounds, will be relegated to
age specific appropriate vacci-
nation rounds.

“Those who would not
come forward even during the
mop-ups, will receive vaccine
doses when the age specific
vaccination rounds will roll out
for the general public. There,
they will be provided vaccines
on the age group they fall,” he
added.

He  said that India was the
fastest country to reach 6 mil-
lion vaccination doses of
Covid-19 in 24 days.

Bhushan said within the
country also some states have
performed well, while others
need to improve their vacci-
nation coverage. “There are 12
states and UTs that have vac-
cinated more than 65 per cent
of the registered healthcare
workers. These states are Bihar
(78.1 per cent), Tripura (77.1
per cent), Madhya Pradesh
(76 per cent), Uttarakhand
(73.7 per cent), Odisha (72.4
per cent), Mizoram (69.9 per
cent), Himachal Pradesh (68.7
per cent), Uttar Pradesh (68

per cent), Andaman and
Nicobar Islands (67.9 per cent),
Rajasthan (67.2 per cent),
Kerala (66.9 per cent) and
Lakshadweep (66.7 per cent),”
he said.

On the other hand,
Bhushan said, there are 11
states and UTs that have vac-
cinated less than 40 per cent of
healthcare workers. These are
Puducherry (15.4 per cent),
Manipur (21.3 per cent),
Nagaland (21.5 per cent),
Meghalaya (24.3 per cent),
Chandigarh (28.7 per cent),
Punjab (34.1 per cent), Dadra
and Nagar Haveli (34. 5 per
cent), Ladakh (35.8 per cent),
Jammu and Kashmir (37.5 per
cent) and Delhi (38 per cent).

Bhushan said a meeting of
the National AEFI Committee
was held on February 5 where
discussions were held on 8
AEFI cases following COVID-
19 vaccinations.

“Out of these 8 cases,
causality assessment of 5 cases
(2 deaths and 3 hospitalized)
was conducted. Among hos-
pitalised cases, all three were
discharged. Two have been
diagnosed as anaphylaxis; clas-
sified

as vaccine-product related
reactions (known and expect-
ed reactions following vacci-
nations) and one case diag-
nosed as syncope: classified as
immunisation triggered stress
response (anxiety reaction),” he
said.
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In a first for the country, the
Indian Army is using its

dogs for quick detection of
COVID-19 to cut down time
delays associated with regular
diagnostic techniques.

The canine members of the
armed force are known for
their pronounced olfactory
capability and have earlier
helped in explosive and nar-
cotics detection, search and res-
cue operations, and other chal-
lenging tasks. Now, they have
another job.

Two dogs – two-year-old
cocker spaniel Casper and one-
year-old Jaya, a ‘chippiparai’,
which is an indigenous breed
from Tamil Nadu – have been
trained to detect COVID-19 by
sniffing samples of sweat and
urine, senior Army officials
said.

A demonstration of their
skills using real samples was
held on Tuesday 

on the premises of the 48
Military Veterinary Hospital at
Delhi Cantonment. Their han-
dlers were wearing full PPE
kits.

Lt Col Surinder Saini,
instructor at the Dog Training
Facility of the Remount
Veterinary Corps (RVC)
Centre in Meerut, said these
dogs are “pioneering canines”
of not just the Army, but of
entire India.

“Countries like the UK,

Finland, France, Russia,
Germany, Lebanon, the UAE
and the US have already
trained dogs for detection of
COVID-19. 

Dogs have been previous-
ly used abroad to detect malar-
ia, diabetes and Parkinson’s
disease, but this is the first time
canines have been used for
medical detection in India,” he
told reporters.

To a question on where the
dogs are being deployed, Saini
said that after their training in
September, the dogs were
deployed at the Army’s transit
camp in Delhi in November.
From December, they are being
deployed at the transit camp in
Chandigarh from where troops
move to large areas, including
the Ladakh region, under the
North Command.

Army dogs were success-
fully trained on specific bio-
markers emanating from urine
and sweat samples of positive
patients. 
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The Enforcement Directorate
has issued a Provisional

Attachment Order attaching
assets worth �34.36 crore of
Viva Holding (a company of
Viva Group) in Bank Fraud
PMLA case of Rakesh
Wadhawan and Sarang
Wadhawan, promoters of HDIL
and others.

The attached assets are in the
form of two commercial assets
admeasuring 15,000 sq. mtrs
area in Kaledonia building,
Andheri East located at Mumbai
valued at Rs 34.36 crore.

The ED had initiated probe
against Rakesh Wadhawan and
Sarang Wadhawan and others on
the basis of an FIR registered by
CBI (ACB), Mumbai under
Indian Penal Code Sections
relating to criminal conspiracy,
cheating and criminal breach of
trust and under relevant provi-
sions of the Prevention of
Corruption Act for siphoning off
the loan to tune of Rs 200 crore
sanctioned by Yes Bank to Mack
Star Marketing Pvt. Ltd., by
showing it for fictitious purpose.

ED has already initiated
investigation under PMLA
against Housing Development
Infrastructures Ltd. (HDIL),
Rakesh Wadhawan, Sarang
Wadhawan, and Joy Thomas,
CMD of PMC bank Ltd and oth-
ers on the basis of FIR registered
by Economic Offences wing of
Mumbai Police.
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An action packed drama is
unfolding in Tamil Nadu’s

political landscape as the main
protagonists launched accusa-
tion and counter-accusation
by Tuesday. Leaders of the
AIADMK, AMMK and the
DMK were heard terming each
other as the B-team of either
the BJP (which has no base in
the State) or the DMK, the
main Opposition party.

This provided the ambi-
ence as  VK Sasikala, the for-
mer aide to late J Jayalalithaa,
strode into Chennai in the
wee hours of Tuesday after a 23
hour car ride from Bangalore.

Sasikala was released from
Parappana Agrahara Central
Jail on January 27 where she
served  a four-year jail term in
connection with the  dispro-
portionate asset case. She set on
her return journey to Chennai
at 9.30 am on Monday and was
accorded a warm welcome by

thousands who had gathered
along the road from Bangalore
to Chennai.

Sasikala, who was elected
general secretary of the
AIADMK on December 29,
2016, went to Ramavaram
Gardens in a Chennai  suburb,
the residence of party founder
late M G Ramachandran and
paid obeisance in front of his
picture and a life-size statue. “I
have been enslaved by the
Tamil people and hence I
would continue to be in active
politics to fight for them,”
Sasikala said while reading out
from a prepared statement.

By the time Sasikala left
Bangalore for Chennai, Chief
Minister Edappadi
Palaniswamy had ordered the
closure of Jayalalithaa
Memorial at Marina Beach.
Though the Government ver-
sion  was that the Memorial has
been closed for maintenance
works, it was to prevent
Sasikala from offering homages
to her Amma (Jayalalithaa).

Though the Tamil Nadu
Police ordered Sasikala  to
remove the AIADMK flag from
the car in which she was trav-
elling, she ignored the diktat
and continued to travel in a car
owned by a AIADMK func-
tionary , who was later sus-
pended by the party.

Wherever she addressed
party cadre, in a style resem-
bling Jayalalithaa, Sasikala
exhorted the cadre to defeat the
common adversary DMK. But
D Jayakumar, fisheries minis-
ter, who is also the spokesman
of Palaniswamy and the
AIADMK termed  her and
TTV Dhinakaran as the B-
team of the DMK. This led
Kanimozhi, step-sister of DMK
chief M K Stalin to retaliate by
calling the AIADMK as the B-
team of BJP.

Political commentators dif-
fer in their opinion about the
future of the AIADMK with the
entry of Sasikala. “There are
many MLAs and ministers
who owe their position to

Sasikala who only handpicked
them at the time of 2016
assembly election. They will
cross over to the Sasikala camp
in days to come,” said Sam
Rajappa, veteran scribe and
commentator.

Meanwhile the State
Government has started taking
possession of properties owned
by Sasikala, her close relations
Ilavarasi, Suchakaran and
Dhinakaran in various parts of
the State as part of the 2017
Supreme Court order uphold-
ing the Special Court verdict
sentencing Jayalalithaa, Sasikala
and others in the
Disproportionate Asset Case.

On Tuesday, the district
collector of Thanjavur took
possession of immovable prop-
erties owned by TTV
Dhinakaran in the district
while the collectors of
Kancheepuram and
Chengalpettu seized the prop-
erties owned by him, Sasikala,
and their relatives in these dis-
tricts.
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The war of words intensified
between the BJP and Trinamool

Congress with Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee attack-
ing the saffron outfit for destroying
India with its divisive politics while
BJP president JP Nadda slamming
the Chief Minister and his nephew
Abhishek Banerjee for degrading
Bengal’s rich culture by mounting
personal  attacks on adversaries.

Flagging off the second leg of
Parivartan Yatra from pilgrim town
of Tarapeeth in Birbhum and
Lalgarh in Jangalmahal Nadda on
Tuesday alleged how the Mamata
Banerjee Government had not
only institutionalised corruption,
criminalized politics and politicized
the police but also it has defiled the
State’s once rich culture by hurling
slangs at the opposition leaders.

“When I started the tour of
Bengal she prefixed invectives
against my name,” Nadda said in an

apparent reference to how Banerjee
had alluded to him as “Nadda,
Chadda, Gadda, Fadda …” from
one of her rallies.

And then he reminded how the
Chief Minister’s nephew publicly
attacked the dignity of BJP leader
Suvendu Adhikari’s father Sisir
Adhikari a veteran politician, a for-
mer Union Minister and a sitting
MP.

“While Pisi (aunt) abused me,
the Bhaipo (nephew) did the same
to a Suvendu Adhikari’s father
who is a senior politician,” he said
asking “is it the way you preserve
the rich culture of Bengal?” He said
“The Chief Minister is accusing the
BJP of soiling Bengal’s culture …
now it is for the people to decide
who is soiling the culture of
Bengal,” adding the “this is the rea-
son why the real Poribartan
(change) is required in Bengal and
why the people have decided to
bring in the real Poribartan by
bringing the BJP to power.”

The TMC is trying to divide
the people by invoking “insider-
outsider” politics which is not the
culture of Bengal. “This State is
known for the culture of Swami
Vivekananda, Vidya Sagar, Bankim
Chandra Chattopadhyay,
Rabindranath Tagore and not the
culture that is being preached by the
Pisi and Bhaipo and their party
men,” he said adding only the BJP
can restore to its original glory.

The TMC's slogan of “'Maa-
Mati, Manush'” (motherland and
people) has been reduced to “dic-
tatorship, tolabaji (extortion) and
appeasement,” he said, alleging
how “police have been politicized,
politics has been criminalized, cor-
ruption has been institutionalized
by the TMC Government.” 

Banerjee on the other hand
slammed the BJP for unleashing a
divisive and destructive politics in
India. “After unleashing divisive
politics in other States they have
come to Bengal to divide the peo-

ple and destroy the State … the BJP
will destroy everything,” Banerjee
who held a number of rallies at
Malda, Murshidabad and Kalna
said adding “the people of Uttar
Pradesh who had brought this
party to power are now regretting
their decision

Attacking the saffron outfit
for its alleged anti-farmer policies
she said that “the farmers will be left
with nothing if the BJP comes to
power … they will loot the farm-
ers and take their lands… Farmers
will sow and reap their crops and
they will take away everything
from them.”

Slamming her former trusted
colleagues Suvendu Adhikar, Rajib
Banerjee and others who had
recently left the TMC to join the
BJP, Banerjee said “it is good that
the black sheep have left the party
… I will request others who want
to quit to do so now,” adding how
the turncoats had betrayed her
when she needed their service the

most. “A mother rears her children
with utmost care … but what will
you call them if they leave that
mother after when they grow up …
particularly when she is in trouble,”
Banerjee said in an apparent emo-
tional note.

Meanwhile, a senior IPS offi-
cer Humayun Kabir who quit his
service the last month on Tuesday
joined the TMC in presence of the
Chief Minister saying he had been
inspired by her developmental
works. Kabir was the
Commissioner of Police at
Chandannagar when he ordered
the arrest of some BJP workers who
raised the provocative “Goli
Maaro...” slogans from the rally of
Suvendu Adhikari.

“Mamata Banerjee has brought
development to Bengal. I have
worked under her and I have seen
her stand by people. I have been
inspired by her. A party from out-
side is trying to win here by spread-
ing division.
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T h i r u v a n a n at h apu r am :
Kerala's Opposition Congress
and BJP on Tuesday took on the
CPI-M over a “suspected” dilu-
tion in the ruling party's stand
on the entry of women aged
between 10 and 50 to the
Sabarimala temple.

Even as the issue is before
a seven member bench of the
Supreme Court, the Congress
last week said that if it wins the
coming Assembly polls, it will
bring legislation on women's
entry to the hilltop temple.

In a reaction, CPI-M
Central Committee member
M.V. Govindan, indirectly refer-
ring to the issue, said that “it was
impractical to implement
dialectical materialism in a soci-
ety which was not even ready to
accept materialism”.

This statement from
Govindan was seen as a bid to
win back the Hindu votes and
then came the statement from
CPI-M Politburo member M.A.
Baby saying that a fresh affidavit
on this would be given in the
apex court. However, soon he
backtracked and said what he
meant was that once the verdict
comes, there will be a detailed
talk with all sections to decide
the way ahead.

Soon after the apex court
had allowed entry of all women
into the temple a couple of years
ago, Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan had moved the imple-
ment the verdict, and even
went to the extent of heralding
a “renaissance movement”.

But the issue had sparked
off strong protests and led to
confrontations between hard-
core believers and the police. At
one point, two women in the
hitherto banned age group were
able to get darshan, with a
strong police force accompany-
ing them.

The CPI-M's stand came to
haunt it as the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls, Vijayan and the CPI-M,
who were expecting to win 19
out of the state's 20 seats, had to

remain content with one. The
general belief was it was a huge
backlash by the Hindu voters,
which decided to teach Vijayan
and the CPI-M a fitting lesson
for trying to dilute the tradition
of Sabarimala.

Following the CPI-M
leader's statements, BJP's state
President K. Surendran said
that it is not for people like Baby
“who are sidelined in the party”
to come out with such state-
ments and instead Vijayan
should come clean on what their
stand is.”The need of the hour
is Vijayan should apologise to
the believers for their wrong
stand that they took and then
decide on a fresh affidavit.
Baby's statement means noth-
ing, as he is only an 'outsider' in
the party,” he said.

Leader of Opposition and
Congress veteran Ramesh
Chennithala expressed surprise
in the dilly-dallying of the CPI-
M on the issue, asking if Vijayan
has laid down his position as the
leader of the renaissance move-
ment. State Congress president
Mullapally Ramachandran said
all these are nothing but a tac-
tical move by the CPI-M and
they should first discuss with all
concerned before, they make
any move.

Hitting back, state Culture
and Devasom Minister and
senior CPI-M leader A.K. Balan
said the Congress and others are
trying to rake up passion for
securing votes in the upcoming
Assembly polls.

Joining issue was the pow-
erful Nair Service Society, the
socio-cultural body of the
Hindu Nair community, whose
General Secretary Sukumaran
Nair, in a statement on Tuesday,
blamed all the three political
fronts for trying to score polit-
ical points with the elections
round the corner and pointed
that each of these political out-
fits had time to work towards for
upholding the interests of the
believers. IANS
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Rae Bareli (Uttar Pradesh): In
a shocking incident, a man
strangled his tailor to death
because the shirt he had
stitched was ill-fitting.

The victim's son, Abdul
Naeem Khan, claimed that his
father, Abdul Majid Khan, 65,
was allegedly strangled by one
Saleem on Sunday night.

Saleem was reportedly
enraged over the poor fitting of
the shirt that Abdul Majid
Khan had stitched for him.

According to reports,
Saleem was overcome with
rage after the two entered into
a heated argument over the
issue.

Rae Bareli SP, Shlok
Kumar, said that the post-
mortem examination of Abdul
Majid Khan could not reveal
the exact cause of death.IANS

Kolkata: A bus carrying BJP activists
was attacked by unidentified miscreants
in West Bengal's West Midnapore dis-
trict on Tuesday. The BJP supporters
were going to join the rally of BJP
President J.P. Nadda at Lalgarh, a place
once known as a dreaded Maoist
hotbed. The incident took place near
Jhitka forest area when heavy stones
were pelted at the vehicle, breaking its
windshield. BJP workers alleged that the
miscreants also opened fire at the bus
from the forest area. No one was
injured in the incident.

However, local Trinamool Congress
leaders denied their involvement in the
Lalgarh attack.

Nadda also held a grand road show

(Rath Yatra) in Birbhum district's
Tarapith where he attacked West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee's
nephew Abhishek Banerjee for his
objectionable comments on BJP leader
Suvendu Adhikari and his parliamen-
tarian father and former Union minis-
ter Sisir Adhikari. IANS
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ArrayAmaravati: The first phase
of the panchayat elections in
Andhra Pradesh kicked off on a
peaceful note on Tuesday as
voting began at 6.30 am in 18
revenue divisions, official 
said.

The revenue divisions in
which polls will be held in the
first of the four phases are
Srikakulam, Tekkali, Palakonda,
Anakapalli, Kakinada,
Peddapuram, Narasapuram,
Vijayawada, Tenali, Ongole,
Kavali, Nandyal, Kurnool, Kadiri,
Jammalamadugu, Kadapa,
Rajampeta, and Chittoor.

Except Vizianagaram, elec-
tions have been scheduled in all
the districts in the first phase.

As many as 3,249 villages
will go to polls, comprising
32,504 wards.

Of the 12 mandals in Kadiri
revenue division, there are 169
village panchayats, in which six
panchayats have opted for unan-
imous elections. For the remain-
ing 163 villages, 462 candidates
are in the fray.

Likewise, 715 of the 1,714
wards have gone in for unani-
mous elections, even as the
remaining 984 wards will see a
contest between 2,030 candi-
dates. IANS
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��������� Jaipur: A day after the Supreme

Court issued a ruling for par-
ents to pay cent per cent school
fees during the pandemic peri-
od, many parents in Rajasthan
recalled how they had to drop
their children from private
schools and get them admitted
to Government schools due to
reduced source of income, and
wondered how did the apex
court fail to take into account
the job losses and salary cuts
before pronouncing its judge-
ment in favour of the schools.

One parent said that she
had to withdraw the admission
of her son who was studying in
a private school as they were
exhausted with their funds and
were in huge debt.

“I was working as a con-
tract employee in an educa-
tional institute while my hus-
band had a furniture business
in partnership. But the lock-
down brought a real harsh
time for us, as I lost my job and
my husband who had just
started the business after
putting all his savings into it
had nothing to earn. So we
decided to shift our son to a
government school after which
he went into depression. We are
now seeking medical assis-
tance to cure him, all with bor-
rowed money,” she said. IANS
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JAUNPUR: Six people were killed and 11 oth-
ers injured in a two-vehicle crash on the
Varanasi-Jaunpur highway in Jalalpur area of
Uttar Pradesh's Jaunpur district on Tuesday,
police said. All the 17 people were travelling in
a jeep after attending a cremation in Varanasi,
they said.

The injured have been admitted to a local
hospital, where condition of three is stated to be
serious, police said.

Those killed were identified as Amar
Bahadur Yadav (58), Ram Singar Yadav (38),
Munnilal (38), Indrajit Yadav (48), Kamala

Prasad Yadav (60) and Ramkumar (65), they said.
Additional Superintendent of Police (City)

Sanjay Kumar said 112-year-old Dhanadei Devi,
a resident of Jalalpur village in Sarai Khwaja area,
had died and her son-in-law Lakshmi Shankar
Yadav went to Manikarnika Ghat in Varanasi
along with 17 people from his village to cremate
her.

Local police reached the spot after getting
information about the accident and were joined
in by rescue personnel.

The truck driver escaped from the scene after
the incident, the ASP said. Agencies



alies in defence spending prob-
ably because it is anti-national
to question it, especially when
the BJP Government — very
vocal on defence and national
security — makes hollow fund
allocations. On Budget day,
the armed forces would attract
thunderous applause from the
lawmakers for their sacrifices
when the Finance Minister,
after announcing the defence
allocation, would predictably
add: “More funds would be
provided, if needed.” Since
2019, there is deafening silence
on defence on Budget day.
Surprisingly, the oversight was
questioned this year by many.
The aggregate defence budget,
revenue and capital heads; all
three reflected a decline in the
allocation as compared to the
previous year’s revised esti-
mates (RE). The allocation for
defence modernisation, which
is at the heart of deterrence and
capacity building and which
was acclaimed by Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh as the
highest increase of 19 per cent
in 15 years, was actually �2,700
crore less than in the RE of
2020-21. Even as GDP percent-
age, defence has declined to 1.5
per cent from 1.6 per cent the
previous year.

What we do not know is
committed liabilities under
the modernisation head of

the three services though we
do know that last year, the Air
Force, the highest recipient this
year, was allotted nearly �3,000
crore less than committed lia-
bilities, leaving no money for
new projects. Other negatives
this year in the Budget are
lower GDP, higher rupee to
dollar rate, higher fuel costs,
higher internal and external
inflation and substantial addi-
tional costs for maintaining the
additional 50,000 troops in
Ladakh along with costs for re-
balancing of forces following
the belated recognition of
China, which spends thrice
more than India on defence, as
the primary threat.

It is mystifying that even
after yielding ground on the
LAC, now convoluted by Gen
VK Singh’s not-so-useful
admission on transgressions,
Singh has made lofty claims to
India’s deterrent actions, CDS
Gen Bipin Rawat waved the
military option, Army chief
Gen MM Naravane warned
(the PLA) not to test India’s
patience and the Chief of Air
Staff, Air Chief Marshal RKS
Bhadauria, noted that the
Rafale had unnerved the
Chinese. These are undoubt-
edly signs of resolve but with-
out capability backup to restore
the adverse situation created by
the PLA. Equally intriguing

was Singh last week at the
Indian Ocean Region Defence
Ministers’ Conclave, referring
to India as a net security
provider when it has formida-
ble security challenges on two
fronts. Singh also made exag-
gerated claims about raising
defence exports to a staggering
�35,000 crore in 2024 from the
existing �10,000 crore.

Taken together, China sep-
arating the border issues from
bilateral relations and India’s
failure to accelerate Defence
modernisation amount to
Beijing’s continued bullying of
India and its rapidly-expand-
ing PLA Navy posing a second
front in the Indian Ocean.
Zhao’s blunt response to
Jaishankar’s missive of interde-
pendence of border and bilat-
eral relations indicates China’s
hardline posture will stay till at
least July next year, the comple-
tion of 100 years of the Chinese
Communist Party. Without
boosting combat capacities
dovetailed in a Defence strat-
egy factoring the primacy of
China threat, New Delhi will
keep shadow-boxing.

(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander,
IPKF South, Sri Lanka, and
founder member of the Defence
Planning Staff, currently the
Integrated Defence Staff. The
views expressed are personal.)
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Sir— It is very unfortunate that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has used the word
“andolan-jivi” for protesters. The question
why is our Prime Minister so afraid of
protests and demonstrations? The PM must
understand that these are indispensable
rights and a healthy democracy cannot sur-
vive without these. However, Modi
described a group of people who tend to
hijack every protest or movement that has
taken place in the country in the recent
past. Even if he referred to those who hijack
every protest and not every protester,
doubts arise over whether he really meant
what he said. 

It is strange that Modi who began his
political journey through “Navnirman
Andolan” or Navnirman movement from
Gujarat is now targeting the protesters.
Even in America, the United Kingdom,
Germany and other democracies, protests
are very common and help keep rolling the
wheels of democracy. These are like checks
and balances and remind the Government
of any unpopular or wrong policy decision.
The protest acquires more importance
when there is a weak Opposition, like in
India, which is not capable of pushing the
popular viewpoint or public opinion con-
trary to the wish of those who are in power.
Instead of blaming the protesters, the
Government must strive to resolve the
problem.                                    

N Nagarajan | Secunderabad
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Sir —The coup by the military in Myanmar
is dangerous for democracy and a threat
to civilians, who voted Aung San Suu Kyi’s
party to power in the November polls. The
international community, especially India
being its next-door neighbour, needs to
step up and engage with all stakeholders
so as to restore normalcy and democracy
in the erstwhile Burma before it gets too
late.

American President Joe Biden has also
expressed concern with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on the issue. It’s high time
for India to take some concrete measures

and mature diplomatic steps and put
pressure on Myanmar’s Junta, or military
regime, to vacate the power corridors.
Merely issuing statements by the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA) won’t suffice or
serve any purpose. The coup has given a
great opportunity to China and the West
to enter the South Eastern nation. The for-
mer is already calling it merely a “Cabinet
reshuffle”. Bridging the rift between Suu Kyi
and military may not be an option for
Myanmar’s civilians, who appear to resist
the coup. India, America and other glob-
al powers should work together to ensure
that the tenets of democracy are protect-
ed and strengthened in countries like erst-
while Burma. 

Nischai Vats  | Sultanpur
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Sir —  It’s good news that the number of
people who have recuperated from the
Coronavirus surged to 1,05,34,505 push-
ing the national COVID-19 recovery rate
to 97.20 per cent, while the fatality rate

stands at 1.43 per cent.The Health Ministry
stressed that more than 70 per cent of the
deaths occurred due to comorbidities.

With the vaccination process in full
swing, we can flatten the curve and there
will be a remarkable recovery rate, which
augurs well for a huge country like ours.
Even though there were adverse comments
from the Opposition about handling
COVID-19 cases, both State and Central
Governments did their best to keep peo-
ple safe by imposing strict rules and pro-
tocols. All were made to follow precautions
like wearing face masks and sanitising
hands. 

The inoculation has already started and
we are also supplying vaccines to nations
across the globe. India is emerging as a
global leader and will soon play a lead role
in world economy, defence and other sec-
tors.                                    

CK Ramani | Chennai
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China’s pithy, almost dis-

missive, response to
External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar’s connect

between the border and bilateral
ties has escaped notice. In reply to
Jaishankar’s multiple complaints
about China’s erratic behaviour in
altering the status quo along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) in
breach of existing protocols and
violations of peace and tranquili-
ty, Beijing simply repeated its
mantra that Indo-China relations
have to be de-coupled from the
border dispute. At the all-India con-
ference on China Studies in New
Delhi last month, Jaishankar sum-
marised his various comments
across eight months on the border
issue into three “mutuals”:
Recognition of mutual respect,
mutual sensitivity and mutual
interest; and eight broad principles
as key to mending Indo-China rela-
tions. He emphasised that a peace-
ful border was the pre-requisite for
stable relations. Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Zhao Lijian
said: “We have noted Minister
Jaishankar’s remarks and appreci-
ate the importance India attaches
to ties with China. But we stress the
boundary issue shall not be linked
with overall bilateral relations.”

At one stroke, China segre-
gated its aggression along the
LAC from bilateral relations and
bracketed its territorial encroach-
ments to outstanding claims to all
of Ladakh, not just the 300 km
spread of intrusions. China’s
claim to Ladakh was articulated
in 2008 through its denial of its
western border covering Jammu
and Kashmir with China and
excising 1,597 km of the 3488-km
LAC. When this was pointed out
to an MEA mandarin at the time,
he responded: “They can do
what they like but we have troops
on the LAC.” What happened in
mid-May last year was a failure of
the institutional memory of
Chinese intent. If the way for-
ward, as noted by Jaishankar, is
the Sumdorong Chu route, it will
cost India dearly both opera-
tionally and financially.

Last week, India missed a
legitimate opportunity to repair
the frail defence budget unfit to
meet the Pakistan-China dual
threat despite aggression in
Ladakh. Few point out the anom-
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The Chief Justice of India (CJI) recently said
that January 28 must be celebrated as the
Supreme Court Day to mark the occasion

when the highest court of Independent India first
assembled in chambers, then situated in the
Parliament complex in 1950. The Supreme Court
was established on January 26,  under Article 124
of the Constitution, however, its first sitting was held
on January 28. Several media reports from that day
show how this institution was remarked upon as the
“guardian of liberty” and one that would exercise
its powers without any influence, bias, fear or favour.

The apex court, which is often regarded as the
most powerful top court in the world, took up this
role of the “sentinel of human rights” in a new demo-
cratic India and it exercised its powers to deliver sev-
eral landmark judgments upholding the basic fun-
damental rights of citizens against the State’s arbi-
trary, unfair and unjust actions. The court also ush-
ered in an era of “constitutional dynamism” which
helped the Constitution evolve with society and its
changing circumstances.

Whether it was the ruling in the Maneka Gandhi
vs Union of India case, where the apex court held
that not just procedural due process but also sub-
stantive due process had to be followed by the State
and that its actions must pass the “just, fair and rea-
sonable test”, or the ruling in the Keshavananda
Bharati vs State of Kerala case, wherein the top court
restricted the power of the Parliament to amend the
Constitution and held that the “basic structure of
the Constitution” could not be abrogated even by
a constitutional amendment.

When the 39th Constitutional Amendment
sought to place the election of the President, the
Prime Minister, the Vice-President and the Speaker
of the Lok Sabha beyond the scrutiny of constitu-
tional courts, it was the Supreme Court that struck
down the law, thereby upholding the basic struc-
ture doctrine. In cases like Olga Tellis, Bandhua
Mukti Morcha, Vishaka vs State of Rajasthan,
Common Cause vs Union of India, NALSA vs
Union of India, Navtej Singh Johar, Joseph Shine
and the Sabarimala judgment among others, the
Supreme Court time and again reiterated its com-
mitment to the goal of building a “just society”, one
where every individual irrespective of their caste,
creed, sex, religion or place of birth has the right
to live with dignity and freedom. The court has had
a glorious history of making positive interventions
and initiating revolutionary changes in India’s demo-
cratic culture. Celebrating its foundation day is
indeed a step in the right direction.   

But right when you thought that all is good with
the courts in India, there’s a caveat. First, deliver-
ing justice isn’t a duty solely entrusted to the judi-
ciary and second, it cannot be conducted in isola-
tion. The justice delivery mechanism is dependent
on several factors and cooperation among the three
major organs of the State: The executive, legislatures
and the judiciary along with certain non-State actors
as well. Unless all these institutions collaborate to
achieve a common goal, delivering justice will
remain a distant dream. 

The India Justice Report, an initiative of Tata
Trusts and several others does a commendable job
in highlighting the gaps and areas that need
reform within our justice delivery system. The report
assesses the performance of our institutions based
on four pillars i.e., police, judiciary, legal aid soci-

eties and the prison system. It inter
alia highlights several glaring prob-
lems in these institutions. It states that
women make up just 29 per cent of
sitting judges in India, whilst in High
Courts (HCs) their strength is just 11
per cent on the Bench. Moreover, at
least five HCs are functioning with-
out a single woman judge. Sadly,
vacancies of judges in our HCs
stand at 33 per cent. Even though 80
per cent of our population is entitled
to receive legal aid, only 1.5 crore
people have received it since 1995.
Our prison occupancy is at 119 per
cent and two-thirds of our prison
inmates are undertrial prisoners and
over four crore cases are pending in
several courts across the country.

Access to institutions of justice
remains skewed for the entirety of
our rural population even today. The
report also shows how the judiciary
has not been able to efficiently utilise
funds that were allocated to it by the
13th and 14th Finance Commissions.
The 13th Finance Commission, for
instance, allocated �5,000 crore to the
judiciary, out of which only 20 per
cent was utilised.

These data point at uncomfort-
able trends in our justice administra-
tion and towards intersectional issues
of institutional failure and perpetra-
tion of oppression for every stake-
holder. We all remember when the
43rd CJI, TS Thakur,  cried before
Prime Minister Modi in 2016, dur-
ing a public conference, while high-
lighting several issues plaguing the
judiciary. He had said that judges are
forced to work in pitiful circum-

stances and stressful conditions with
minimum infrastructure. 

The Attorney-General of India
also recently called for setting up of
a “Court of Appeals” to reduce the
workload of the apex court. The India
Justice Report also makes several sug-
gestions to interrupt the status quo.
Ensuring doorstep delivery of justice
by making it an essential service,
enforcing a planned budgeting mech-
anism, upskilling legal aid and Nyaya
panchayats, prioritising cases based
on their urgency and impact and
measuring public satisfaction are few
of the suggestions. Justice Madan
Lokur, a former Supreme Court
judge, during the release of the
report said that a cost-benefit analy-
sis and continuous social auditing is
key to ensuring institutional and
administrative efficiency.

However, there is a silver lining
too. According to the report,
Chhattisgarh has emerged as a trend-
setter. It began with a notification
released by the Chhattisgarh HC in
2017 which required the lower courts
to dispose cases pending for more
than five years on a priority basis. A
monitoring committee headed by a
sitting judge was set up at the HC
level. For district-wise monitoring,
respective District Courts were asked
to form their monitoring committees
and a weekly review of the progress
was mandated. All compoundable
cases where parties were willing to
compromise in Lok Adalats were dis-
posed-off. For this purpose, Lok
Adalats were organised daily after
regular court hours. The monitoring

committee at the District Court-level
would conduct meetings with the dis-
trict and police administration reg-
ularly to ensure timely enforcement
of summons and warrants issued by
them. New Magistrates were assist-
ed and trained by senior judges to
ensure fair trial and adherence to laws
and procedures. To incentivise
judges, appropriate units were award-
ed to them for disposing off cases
before five years. Bail petitions were
dealt with within a week and cases
of undertrial prisoners were decid-
ed in a time-bound manner.
Infrastructural development was
ensured by building new court-
rooms in major districts like Raipur
and Durg. All this cumulatively led
to a decline in the percentage of
pending cases, from 10 per cent in
2019 to four per cent in 2020.

The apex court might certainly
have a past worth glorifying, but its
credibility isn’t going to remain for
long if it sells its history as a sooth-
ing balm for the damages done by it
and other organisations in current
times. India ranks 69th in the Rule
of Law Index, 139th in the Global
Peace Index, 112 in Global Gender
Gap Report, 51 in Democracy and
142 in World Press Freedom Report. 

We are forced to ask: Has justice
been delivered or is it a myth in the
times we live in? This question war-
rants the attention of all citizens of
India. Losing hope in the judiciary
isn’t a solution, as in the words of
Rabindranath Tagore: “Faith is the
bird that feels the light and sings
when dawn is still dark.”
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Given the socio-econom-
ic impact of the pan-
demic, all eyes were on

the Finance Minister (FM) and
her handling of the  twin chal-
lenges of stimulating demand
and supply, amid falling rev-
enues. Since monetary stimu-
lus has not been effective in
boosting investment demand,
the onus of recovery is now
more on fiscal measures and
supply-inducing reforms. A V-
shaped economic recovery
requires promoting demand in
sectors such as infrastructure
and the rural economy. While
agriculture and rural develop-
ment have understandably
been given a big push in the
Union Budget, rather regret-
tably education has not
received the same priority. 

This is despite the fact that
the education sector was
severely impacted by the pan-
demic, too. The contagion
hampered the teaching-learn-

ing processes across all age
groups as pedagogy went
online. As per the Annual
Status of Education Report
(ASER), 2020, though the per-
centage of rural children own-
ing a smartphone went up
from 36.5  per cent in 2018 to
61.8 per cent in 2020, nonethe-
less it indicates that a large dig-
ital divide still exists.

Similarly, schools and col-
leges remain deficient in
Information Technology (IT)-
enabled infrastructure. With
hybrid teaching-learning
expected to be the new normal,
undoubtedly enormous expan-
sion in digital technology is
envisaged. Additionally, to avert
the possibility of India’s demo-
graphic dividend becoming a
devastating catastrophe,
imparting quality education
remains important. The new
National Education Policy
(NEP), 2020, reinforces the
viewpoint.

With the evolving future of
work, human potential for life-
long learning has assumed
greater importance. Skilling,
reskilling and upskilling has
become mandatory for the
existing workforce.
Undoubtedly, investment in
education is crucial for human
capital formation. Despite
being a merit good, necessitat-
ing Government provision and
active intervention, the educa-
tion sector has been largely
neglected. For the financial
year (FY) 2021-2022, there has
been a 6.13 per cent decline in
allocation of funds towards it as
compared to the Budgeted
Estimates (BE) of 2020-21.
However, compared to the
Revised Estimate (RE) of 2020-
21, there has been a 9.5 per cent
increase in allocation for 2021-
22. Of the total allocation of
�93,224 crore to the sector,
�54,874 crore is allocated to the
Department of School

Education and Literacy (a drop
of 8.31 per cent) and the
remaining �38,350 crore to
higher education (a drop of
2.83 per cent in comparison to
the BE of the previous year).
Further, the RE for expenditure
on education for 2020-21 wit-
nessed a decline of 14.32 per
cent vis-à-vis the BE. 

Additionally, while the
NEP had strongly propagated
expenditure on the sector to be
at least six per cent of the GDP,
the same has been between
three-four  per cent in India.
For comparison, expenditure

on education relative to the
GDP is six per cent or more in
Australia, Chile, Israel, New
Zealand, Norway, the UK and
the US. It lies between three-
four per cent in the Czech
Republic, Hungary, Ireland,
Italy, Japan and the Russian
Federation. The average for the
Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and
Development (OECD) coun-
tries is 4.9 per cent. For OECD
countries, it is about11 per cent.
For Chile, Brazil, Mexico,
Switzerland, New Zealand,
Korea, and Denmark, it is as
high as 17 per cent. 

With hybrid education set
to become the new normal
even in a post-Corona world,
simply investing in technology
is not sufficient. A technology
road map needs to be designed
for planned action to enable
institutions to evolve from the
stage of  “doing digital” to
“being digital.” Despite its

importance, the Budget does
not promote digitalisation per
se. In fact, allocation to IT and
the telecom sector declined as
a proportion of the total expen-
diture from 1.95 per cent
(2020-21 BE) to 0.93  per cent
(2020-21 RE). However, for
Digital India e-learning, the
funds earmarked have gone up
by over 100 per cent and stand
at �645 crore. Further, under
this scheme, ‘National Mission
on Education Through ICT’ as
well as Massive Open Online
Courses envisaged an over-
whelming rise of over 200 per
cent and 167 per cent respec-
tively and stand at �150 crore
and �200 crore each.
Nonetheless, a greater thrust
would be required in the years
ahead. In addition to alloca-
tions, both total and composi-
tional, what matters for produc-
tivity is governance. In terms of
policy reforms, the proposal to
amend the Apprenticeship Act

is commendable and can gen-
erate opportunities for employ-
ability and financing of higher
education. The Government’s
focus on increasing collabora-
tion with foreign institutions in
Japan and the UAE for skill
training partnerships is also
praiseworthy. Additionally, set-
ting up of a single higher edu-
cation regulator to streamline
governance structures in high-
er education is commendable.
Also, the allocation of �50,000
crore over five years will
encourage research, develop-
ment and innovation.

To impart holistic develop-
ment, new models of engage-
ment such as learning consor-
tiums and coalitions compris-
ing of diverse stakeholders
need to be established for scal-
able, sustainable and inclusive
blended education. Hopefully,
an enabling policy environ-
ment shall make this a reality
in the years to come.
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Kabul: A string of attacks on
Tuesday in Afghanistan killed
five government employees
and four policemen, officials
said. No one immediately
claimed responsibility for the
attacks.

In the capital, Kabul, gun-
men opened fire in the Bagh-
e Daud neighborhood and
killed four employees of the
ministry for rural develop-
ment, according to Ferdaws
Faramarz, spokesman for the
city’s police chief.

Hours after the attack, the

presidential palace in a state-
ment said the target was Reyaz
Ahmad Khalil, the acting
provincial director of the
department for rural develop-
ment of Maidan Wardak
province. He was among the
fatalities in the attack. AP

Tehran: Iran’s intelligence min-
ister has warned the West that
his country could push for a
nuclear weapon if crippling
international sanctions on
Tehran remain in place, state
television reported Tuesday.

The remarks by Mahmoud
Alavi mark a rare occasion that
a government official says Iran
could reverse its course on the
nuclear programme. Tehran
has long insisted that the pro-
gramme is for peaceful pur-
poses only. 

A 1990s fatwa, or religious
edict, by the country’s Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei

states that nuclear weapons are
forbidden.

“Our nuclear programme is
peaceful and the fatwa by the
supreme leader has forbidden
nuclear weapons, but if they
push Iran in that direction,
then it wouldn’t be Iran’s fault
but those who pushed it,” Alavi
was quoted as saying. 

“If a cat is cornered, it may
show a kind of behaviour that
a free cat would not,” he said and
added that Iran has no plans to
move toward a nuclear weapon
under current circumstances.

The 81-year-old Khamenei,
who has the final say on all mat-

ters of state in Iran, on Sunday
urged the United States to lift all
sanctions if it wants Iran to live
up to commitments under its
2015 nuclear deal with world
powers. However, President Joe
Biden has said the US won’t be
making the first move.

Following the killing last
December of an Iranian sci-
entist credited with spear-
heading the country’s dis-
banded military nuclear pro-
gramme, Iran’s parliament has
approved a law to block inter-
national nuclear inspectors
later this month — a serious
violation of the accord. AP

Yangon: Police cracked down
on demonstrators opposing
Myanmar’s military takeover,
firing warning shots and shoot-
ing water cannons to disperse
crowds that took to the streets
again on Tuesday in defiance of
rules making protests illegal.

Water cannons were used in
Mandalay, Myanmar’s second-
biggest city, where witnesses said
at least two warning shots were
fired to try to break up the
crowd. Reports on social media
said police arrested more than
two dozen people there. They
also used water cannons in the
capital, Natpyitaw, for a second
day and fired shots into the air.

Police were widely report-
ed to have also shot rubber bul-
lets at the crowd in Naypyitaw,
wounding several people.
Photos on social media showed
an alleged shooter — an officer
with a short-barrelled gun —
and several injured people.

Unconfirmed rumours cir-
culated widely of shootings
with live rounds and deaths
among the protesters, with the
potential of sparking violent
retaliation against the authori-

ties, an outcome proponents of
the country’s civil disobedience
movement have warned against.

The protesters are demand-
ing that power be restored to
the deposed civilian Govt and
are seeking freedom for the
nation’s elected leader Aung
San Suu Kyi and other ruling
party members detained since
the military took over and
blocked the new session of
Parliament from convening on
February 1. AP

Beijing: Chinese authorities
are blocking access to
Clubhouse, a social media app
that allowed users in China to
discuss sensitive topics with
people abroad including
Taiwan and treatment of the
country’s Muslim minority. 

The move adds Clubhouse
to thousands of websites and
social media apps to which the
ruling Communist Party blocks
access in an effort to control
what China’s public sees and
reads.  AP

���� �<0>�4<0>

AHong Kong court on
Tuesday denied bail for

government critic and news-
paper publisher Jimmy Lai
who is facing charges under a
sweeping new national securi-
ty law.

The ruling by the Court of
Final Appeal comes amid heavy
pressure from the Chinese gov-
ernment and state media to
keep Lai in custody, arguing
that Lai’s crimes against the
state are particularly egregious
and that he possesses the

means to f lee the semi-
autonomous southern Chinese
city.

Lai was arrested in a
December sweep against pro-
democracy activists accused
over their involvement in 2019
anti-government protests. First
refused bail, Lai was later
released on appeal, leading to
editorials attacking Hong
Kong’s judiciary in the pages of
the ruling Communist Party
newspaper People’s Daily. He
was returned to jail on New
Year’s Eve ahead of a new
hearing. 

United Nations: Reiterating
his concern over the situation
in Myanmar, UN Secretary
General Antonio Guterres has
been reaching out to regional
leaders in Asia to call for col-
lective and bilateral action to
create conditions for the recent
military coup in the country to
be reversed, the UN chief ’s
spokesperson has said.

Myanmar’s military last
week toppled the government
and seized power for one year,
detaining top political figures,
including de facto leader Aung
San Suu Kyi.

The military accused Suu
Kyi’s government of not inves-
tigating allegations of voter
fraud in recent elections. Suu

Kyi’s party swept that vote and
the military-backed party did
poorly. The state election com-
mission has refuted the allega-
tions.

“The Secretary-General
continues to follow the 
situation in Myanmar closely
and with grave concern. 
He and his Special Envoy 
have been reaching out to 
key international actors, includ-
ing regional leaders, in calling
for collective and bilateral
action to create conditions 
for the recent coup in
Myanmar to be reversed,”
Spokesman for the Secretary-
General Stephane Dujarric said
at the daily press briefing on
Monday. PTI
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Washington: Donald Trump’s
historic second impeachment
trial is an undertaking like no
other in US history, the defeat-
ed former president charged by
the House with inciting the vio-
lent mob attack on the US
Capitol to overturn the election
in what prosecutors argue is the
“most grievous constitutional
crime”.

Trump’s lawyers insist as
the Senate trial opens Tuesday
that he is not guilty on the sole
charge of “incitement of insur-
rection,” his fiery words just a
figure of speech, even as he
encouraged a rally crowd to
“fight like hell” for his presi-
dency.

The Capitol siege on
January 6 stunned the world as
rioters stormed the building to
try to stop the certification of
President-elect Joe Biden’s vic-
tory.

No witnesses are expected
to be called, in part because the
senators sworn as jurors, forced
to flee for safety, will be pre-

sented with graphic videos
recorded that day. Holed up at
his Mar-a-Lago club in Florida,
Trump has declined a request
to testify.

The first president to face
charges after leaving office and
the first to be twice impeached
for high crimes and misde-
meanours while in office,
Trump continues to challenge
the nation’s civic norms and
traditions even in defeat.

Security remains extreme-
ly tight at the Capitol. While
acquittal is likely, the trial will
test the nation’s attitude toward
his brand of presidential power,

the Democrats’ resolve in pur-
suing him, and the loyalty of
Trump’s Republican allies
defending him.

“In trying to make sense of
a second Trump trial, the pub-
lic should keep in mind that
Donald Trump was the first
president ever to refuse to
accept his defeat,” said Timothy
Naftali, a clinical associate pro-
fessor at New York University
and an expert on Richard
Nixon’s impeachment saga,
which ended with Nixon’s res-
ignation rather than his
impeachment.

“This trial is one way of
having that difficult national
conversation about the differ-
ence between dissent and
insurrection,” Naftali said.

White House press secretary
Jen Psaki said Monday that
Biden will be busy with the busi-
ness of the presidency and won’t
spend much time watching the
televised proceedings. “He’ll
leave it to his former colleagues
in the Senate,” she said. AP
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Wellington: New Zealand
announced the suspension of
high-level military and political
contacts with Myanmar
Tuesday, the first major inter-
national move to isolate the
country’s ruling junta following
a coup.

Unveiling the measures,
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern
called for the international com-

munity to “strongly condemn
what we’re seeing happen in
Myanmar”. “After years of work-
ing hard to build a democracy
in Myanmar, I think every New
Zealander would be devastated
to see what we’ve seen in recent
days led by the military,” she told
reporters.

“Our strong message is we
will do what we can from here

in New Zealand.”
Ardern said the measures

would include travel bans on
senior military figures.

Myanmar’s military last
week detained civilian leader
Aung San Suu Kyi and dozens
of other members of her
National League for Democracy
(NLD) party, ending a decade
of civilian rule. AFP
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Dubai: A spacecraft from the
United Arab Emirates was set
to swing into orbit around
Mars in the Arab world’s first
interplanetary mission on
Tuesday, the first of three
robotic explorers arriving at the
red planet over the next week
and a half.

The orbiter, called Amal,
Arabic for Hope, traveled 300
million miles in nearly seven
months to get to Mars with the
goal of mapping its atmosphere
throughout each season.

A combination orbiter and
lander from China is close
behind, scheduled to reach the
planet on Wednesday. It will
circle Mars until the rover sep-
arates and attempts to land on
the surface in May to look for
signs of ancient life.

A rover from the 
US named Perseverance is 
set to join the crowd next
week, aiming for a landing
February 18. It will be the first 
leg in a decade-long US-
European project to bring Mars
rocks back to Earth to be
examined for evidence the
planet once harbored micro-
scopic life. AP
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Warsaw (Poland): A Warsaw
court is due to deliver a verdict
on Tuesday in a closely watched
libel case in which one side sees
Polish national pride at stake and
the other the future indepen-
dence of Holocaust research.

Two prominent Polish
scholars, Barbara Engelking and
Jan Grabowski, are being sued
by the 81-year-old niece of a
wartime village elder who argues
a book they co-edited defames
her deceased uncle’s memory by
suggesting he had a role in the
death of Jews. 

The uncle is mentioned in
a brief passage of a 1,600-page
historical work, “Night Without
End: The Fate of Jews in Selected
Counties of Occupied Poland.” 

The woman, Filomena
Leszczynska, is backed by the
Polish League Against
Defamation, a group that fights
harmful and untruthful depic-
tions of Poland. 

It argues the woman’s uncle,
Edward Malinowski, was a hero
who helped save Jews during

World War II and accuses the
scholars of research errors that
resulted in Malinowski appear-
ing as someone who betrayed
Jews to the Germans. 

Malinowski was acquitted in
1950 of being an accomplice to
the killing by Germans of 18
Jews in a forest near the village
of Malinowo in 1943.

The anti-defamation group
says the authors slandered an
innocent man and deprived the
niece of her rights, including the
right to pride and national iden-
tity. The plaintiffs are suing
Grabowski and Engelking for
100,000 zlotys ($27,000) in dam-
ages and a published apology.

Grabowski, a Polish-
Canadian history professor at
the University of Ottawa, and
Engelking, founder and director
of the Polish Center for
Holocaust Research in Warsaw,
are among Poland’s most promi-
nent Holocaust researchers.
They were among several who
researched and wrote parts of
the two-volume work. AP
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The Government has placed
orders for 1 crore addi-

tional doses of Covishield from
Serum Institute of India and 45
lakh more doses of Covaxin
from Bharat Biotech, officials of
the two vaccine makers said on
Tuesday.

India’s Covid-19 vaccina-
tion drive was launched by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on January 16.

Serum Institute has
received another order from
the Government for 10 million
doses of Covishield, a compa-
ny official said in response to
a query.

The government had ear-
lier placed a purchase order
with Serum Institute of India

(SII) for 1.1 crore doses of
AstraZeneca-Oxford COVID-
19 vaccine, Covishield.

When asked, a Bharat
Biotech spokesperson said,
"The company has received a
letter of comfort from the
Government of India to supply
another 4.5 million (or 45
lakh) doses’’.

The spokesperson also
added that Bharat Biotech will
also be exporting its Covid-19
vaccine, Covaxin, to Brazil and
the United Arab Emirates. 

The company is also like-
ly to export the vaccine to the
Philippines and other South
Asian countries, the spokesper-
son said. The government had
earlier placed an order for 55
lakh doses of Covaxin from
Bharat Biotech. 
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Indian Railways achieved the
highest ever freight loading

in January 2021 clocking a fig-
ure of 119.79 MT and sur-
passing its previous record of
loading 119.74 MT of freight in
March 2019, the ministry said
on Tuesday.

Indian Railways’ freight
loading figures for the last few
months have been crossing the
last year’s figures for corre-
sponding months and the

cumulative freight loading fig-
ure this year is expected to sur-
pass the last year’s freight load-
ing figure, a statement by the
ministry said.

As per the statistics till
February 8, Indian Railways
loading was 30.54 million
tonnes which include 13.61
MT of coal.

4.15 MT of iron ore, 1.04
MT of foodgrains, 1.03 MT of
fertilizers, 0.96 MT of mineral
oil and 1.97 MT of cement
(excluding clinker).
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Snapping their six-session
winning streak, equity

benchmarks Sensex and Nifty
ended marginally lower on
Tuesday following fag-end
profit-booking in IT, FMCG,
finance and auto stocks.

After rallying 487 points
to touch its lifetime intra-day
high of 51,835.86, the 30-share
BSE Sensex pared all gains to
end 19.69 points or 0.04 per
cent lower at 51,329.08.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty slipped 6.50 points or
0.04 per cent to 15,109.30. It
touched a record peak of
15,257.10 during the day.

M&M was the top drag in
the Sensex pack, shedding 3.62
per cent, followed by Bajaj
Finance, ITC, Sun Pharma,
Bajaj Auto, Bajaj Finserv and
TCS.

On the other hand, Asian

Paints, ONGC, Titan, L&T,
Axis Bank and UltraTech
Cement were among the gain-
ers, climbing up to 3.70 per
cent. 

"The market failed to hold
on to its upward rally to close
flat due to heavy selling towards

the close, mirroring the weak-
ness seen in the European
market and outflows in equity
mutual funds. Most of the sec-
tors ended hitting rough weath-
er with auto, pharma and
media stocks being the worst
affected.  
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The Government will soon
bring a bill on crypto cur-

rencies as existing laws are
inadequate to deal with issues
concerning them, Minister of
State For Finance Anurag
Thakur told Rajya Sabha on
Tuesday.

Replying to a question in
the Upper House, Thakur said
regulatory bodies like RBI and
Sebi do not have any legal
framework to directlyregulate

crypto currencies as they are
not currencies, assets, securities
or commodities issued by iden-
tifiable users.

"The existing laws are
inadequate to deal with the
subject," he said.

The government had
formed an Inter-Ministerial
Committee which has given its
report on issues related to vir-
tual currencies.  

There was also a meeting of
the Empowered Technology
Group. 
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An expert committee set up
to develop the criteria for

identifying significant comor-
bidities present in a person,
which would make that person
priority individual for Covid-
19 vaccination, will finalise its
report in the next few days, Niti
Aayog Member (Health) VK
Paul said on Tuesday.

Apart from Oxford-
AstraZeneca ‘s Covishield vac-
cine and Bharat Biotech’s
Covaxin vaccine, there are
other vaccines that are in the
pipeline, Paul stated. 

"The criteria (to identify
people with comorbidities) has
been developed by a commit-
tee.

We are expecting the final
report in the next few days," he
told PTI.

Paul, who is also the
chairman of the National
Expert Group On Vaccine
Administration for Covid-19
(NEGVAC) said this commit-
tee has gone deeply into it and
looked at which comorbidities
-- the presence of two or more
diseases or medical conditions
in a patient -- should be kept
in mind. 

"They are also looking at
how to ascertain this, who
will certify it, where will the
person has go to get the pri-
ority vaccine," he said, adding
that so the procedural and
process issues have also been
discussed.

"In this regard, not only
the expert committee has met,
but also we have had discus-
sions with the state govern-
ments," Paul said. 
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Amid domestic traders com-
plaining alleged violations

of FDI norms by foreign online
players, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal
on Tuesday said the govern-
ment is considering to come
out with certain clarifications
to ensure that the e-commerce
sector works in the "true spir-
it" of the law and rules.

He said the current FDI
policy for the e-commerce sec-
tor is robust and well-designed.
However, there are certain
complaints from consumers
and small retailers about cer-
tain practices of the e-com-
merce companies, which are
under investigation, he added.

"We have sought several
information, they are being

looked into. We are also con-
sidering certain clarifications to
ensure that the e-commerce
sector works in the true spirit
of the law, of the rules that have
been laid down for e-com-
merce," Goyal told reporters.

He added that the e-com-
merce companies are supposed
to provide an agnostic platform
so that buyers and sellers can
trade with each other.

The online platform should
not become part of the trading
transaction, "should neither be
funding it, should neither be
having algorithms which give
preference to one or the other,
should neither be promoting
their own products." But, it
should provide all data that is
required for a rational choice,
and the choice should be a free
choice of the consumer, Goyal

added.
The buyers and sellers

should be given an opportuni-
ty to trade with each other as
the platform only is a service
provider, he said.

"Those who break that law
will certainly have to respond
to our concerns and correct
their business practices at the
earliest," the minister added.

Recently, the ministry has
forwarded representations by
the Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) of alleged vio-
lations by Amazon and Flipkart
to the Enforcement Directorate
and the Reserve Bank of India
for "necessary action".

CAIT has time and again
alleged that the e-commerce
players violated the Foreign
Exchange Management Act
and FDI rules. 

Amaravathi: Signing ceremo-
ny of Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) between
the VIT-AP School of Law
(VSL), VIT-AP University and
Centre for Human Security
Studies (CHSS) was held at
VIT-AP School of Law, VIT-
AP University on 09 February
2021.  Ch. Dwaraka Tirumala
Rao IPS, Director General of
Police (Railways) (Andhra
Pradesh Cadre) graced the
occasion and witness the cer-
emony as a Chief Guest. 

Chief Guest Ch. Dwaraka
Tirumala Rao said that "9
February 2021 marks as an
important day in the history of
the VIT-AP School of Law
(VSL), VIT-AP University and
for the Centre for Human
Security Studies (CHSS) by
entering into MoU to work
committedly for the cause
national security. 
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New Delhi:Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Tuesday said the stock markets
have received the Union
Budget 2021-22 with "positiv-
ity" with an 11 per cent increase
in equity indices over the past
week. She said the Budget,
which was presented in
Parliament on February 1, has
set the tone for greater play of
the private sector.

Mumbai:The rupee gained
10 paise to settle at 72.87
(provisional) against the US
dollar on Tuesday on the back
of sustained foreign fund
inflows and weak American
currency.

However, surging crude
prices and subdued domestic
equity market hit the rupee
sentiment and restricted the
gain, traders said.
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Ahmedabad: Over 100 women
entrepreneurs from across the
country attended “Vagyo re
Dhol”, an annual interstate
meet organised by FICCI
Ladies Organisation (FLO),
Ahmedabad Chapter. The meet
was inaugurated by FLO
national president Jahnabi
Phookan. FLO FIAIR, an expo
showcasing the local art and
culture, was also organised.
“Our endeavour is to develop
the wisdom to lead, coming
together as strong voice for and
by women,” said Jahnabi. 

The highlight of this event
was “Gujarat Garvi Awards”,
which was awarded to the 12
women entrepreneurs
acknowledging their contri-
bution in various fields.
Bollywood actress Ameesha
Patel, Deepti Bhatnagar, and
Pooja Batra attended the meet. 
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The year 2020 was a tough
deal. With countries fac-

ing negative growth leading to
loss of lives and livelihoods
owing to the pandemic, there
were a lot of expectations
from the Budget 2021. The
presentation of the Budget
therefore was a challenging
and probably a unique exer-
cise. 

Delhi School of Business
organised an on-line discus-
sion on the Union Budget
2021 inviting academicians,
scholars and industry experts
from within and outside the
country to understand and
unfold the nuances of the
budget and its implications for
overall growth and health of
the economy, including wel-
fare of its citizens.  

In his welcome address,
Dr Rajiv Ranjan Thakur,
Director-Delhi School of
Business said that the current
budget was seen a ray for hope
all stakeholders in the econo-
my amidst the gloom of pan-
demic faced by the nation. He
did also mention about the
varied sentiments expressed
on the budget, ranging from
it being a grand and visionary
one to a totally disappointing
exercise.  He expressed the
deliberations on the budget
will ease out confusion.  

The ball was set rolling by
Dr SC Vats,  Chairman,
Vivekananda Institute of
Professional Studies (VIPS)
hailing the budget presented
under extraordinary pan-
demic situation, expressing
his hope and confidence about
the country’s renewed capa-
bility of tackling the menace,
boosted by production of two
indigenously developed vac-
cines and its roll out as well as
increase in health expenditure.
He also touched upon the
undesirable social and eco-
nomic impact of the pro-
longed farmers agitation in
the country.

The ensuing discussions
by the eminent panellists
moderated by Prof Siddharth
Mishra, an eminent journalist
and Chairman, VJMC, VIPS,
reflected on the age-old debate
of diverse opinion of any eco-
nomic situation, especially
the budget. The Government’s
road map for managing the

growth and welfare in the
country is highlighted in the
annual budget is often debat-
ed among various stakehold-
ers in various forums, pro-
viding their own rationale
about its efficacy on the over-
all direction of the economy,
budget balance sheet and its
impact on the multifarious
sections of the society and
economy. 
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Voicing his reservations of
the Government not getting
its macro-economics right,
Prof Arun Kumar, Malcom
Adiseshiah Professor, Institute
of social Sciences, opined that
present capital intensive
expenditure strategy is not
going to result in nominal
growth of 14.4 per cent as
promised in the budget. The
current off icial negative
growth figures of minus 7.7
per cent do not include that of
the unorganised sector, facing
negative growth rate of 29 per
cent, leading to high job loss-
es. According to him, follow-
ing capital intensive supply led
growth will not generate high-
er employment and cause

delay in boosting the econo-
my. He also elaborated that
much required budgetary allo-
cation such as transfer for wel-
fare programmes, including
employment generating
schemes addressing the woes
of the unorganised sector has
not been adequately addressed
in the budget. 

Allaying the concerns of
the high fiscal deficit in the
budget 2021 which is tolera-
ble under the current eco-
nomic situation, Prof.
Priyaranjan, Professor of
Economics, University of
California, Irvine USA how-
ever, lauded the thrust of the
budget on the increase in
spending on infrastructure,
although lopsided and some-
what politically motivated.
Infrastructure spending is
likely to have a higher multi-
plier effect, impacting the
growth and has the potential
to create jobs in future.  He
also did express use of pro-
duction subsidy as a much
effective path to integrate
domestic producers with the
global economy than current
policy of discretionary pro-
tectionist tariff. He also out-
lined that the problems faced
by the informal sectors has
not been fully addressed. 

Dhananjay Sinha,
Director & Head Institutional
Research, Systematix Group,
spoke about the consolidation

expected with Budget 2021 to
drive efficiency, productivity,
better capital allocation and
credit growth. “We believe
the Government is telling us
that while it is has taken
expedient measures to get the
economy back on track, the
effort is also to reinforce the
sentiment that it is also taking
structural reform measures,”
he added.
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The policy prescriptions
of the Government on the
divestment, revenue genera-
tion, structural and institu-
tional reforms and welfare
measures in the budget
opened up a pandora’s box of
market or mixed approach the
country should be following
in the future. The role and
business the Government is in
now and it should pursue in
future in the medium and

long term through its public
sector entities was debated at
length in the Union 2021 dis-
cussion. 

Prof. Shiv Kumar, Ex-MD
SBBJ during his address
praised the initiative which
will attract private investment
in the countr y,  mainly,
increasing FDI in insurance
from 49 per cent to 74 per
cent, revenue generation
through divestment of Banks
and Air India,  new institu-
tions such as Asset recon-
struction company,
Development Financial
Institution for long term
financing, faceless assessment
and relaxation of disputed
tax assessments to instil con-
fidence in the  business com-
munity. He concluded that it
is  high priority for the
Government to decide on
what it needs to focus on and
contribute to its overall strat-
egy of minimum government
and maximum governance. 

Elaborating on his opin-
ion on the need for prudent
spending of taxpayers money,
Vijay Sardana, Techno-legal
expert- advocate, opined that
Government should refrain
from undertaking populist
measures and direct its efforts
in improving efficiency to

face global competition, using
technology to build skills and
promote innovation in the
country and help in achieving
growth in the medium term.
The policy shift of privatisa-
tion as envisaged in the bud-
get is an appropriate measure.
He also hinted at the need for
use of new technologies to
support basic needs pro-
grammes, especially in edu-
cation, to improve its effec-
tiveness and skilling new gen-
eration in the remote areas.  

Prof Rattan Sharma,
Professor Emeritus, DSB gave
a dif ferent view of the
required role of Government
in an economy. Highlighting
the supporting role played
the Government during finan-
cial crisis in 2008 and most
recently during the pandem-
ic situation. Government
involvement, even in a limit-
ed way,  should be in public
and welfare interest.
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As touched upon by Dr

SC Vats on the protests by the
farming community which
got the similar attention in the
recent past in the media, pan-
ellists also gave views of the
past and present  agricultur-
al policies and investments in
the country. According to
Vijay Sardana, the current
agricultural policies such as
the MSP is a self-defeating
phenomena which has pro-
moted inefficiency in pro-
duction and distribution sys-
tem, taxing the exchequer.
The upshot is country is laden
with high expenditure in
managing FCI, which could
be invested in other sectors,
capable of generating employ-
ment and higher returns. A
detailed study of current sce-
nario of agricultural produc-
tion and marketing therefore
is required to understand the
ground realities and address
the malaise

Echoing the same senti-
ments, Dhananjay Sinha,
Director, Systematix Goup
said that reforms are wel-
come in the agricultural sec-
tor to address the discord
between the decrease in con-
sumption of cereals vis-à-vis
its increase in cereal produc-
tion and consequent its pro-
curement by the Government
leading to drain of resources.
He also touched at length on
the progress made in the
financial sectors and reforms
that has been highlighted in
the budget 2021. With high-
er retail participation and
more transparent bonds and
debt market, it is moving
towards a more vibrant finan-
cial sector. Prof.  Rattan
Sharma discussed on the insti-
tutional reforms such as devel-
opment financial institutions,
asset reconstruction company
will help to ease the stress on
current banking system and
can propel growth in the econ-
omy

The allocation in the social
sector and the informal econ-
omy was touched upon by all
the panellists, complimenting
increase in health expenditure
by 137 per cent for fighting
COVID situation and building
health infrastructure. Some
criticisms of the stagnant or
even lower budgetary alloca-
tions for the employment gen-
eration schemes to support the
informal and unorganised sec-
tor and in education has been
highlighted by Prof Arun
Kumar and Prof Rattan
Sharma. 
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As seemed from the dis-

cussion of the Union Budget
2021, the Government has
given a new direction for the
achievement of the vision of
Atmanirbhar Bharat. The dis-
agreement on either allocation
or policy shifts envisaged in
the budget evident during the
discussion reflects the healthy
debate in a democratic coun-
try which we follow and prac-
tice.  We as a nation will
always strive collectively for
growth, prosperity and equi-
ty, and hope this budget will
show us the light at end of the
dark tunnel of pandemic peri-
od faced by the world.
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The 21st century digital business
climate demands a constant
reassessment of erstwhile skills

and abilities. Paraphrasing the thoughts
of the famous Austrian management
consultant, educator, and author, Peter
Drucker, “Only those skills will be rel-
evant in the 21st century that con-
tributes towards the gaining of newer
skills and abilities pertaining to the dig-
ital realm”. The modern management
pioneer’s opinion is spot-on when it
comes to gauging the evolution of the
skill-based ecosystem in the modern
economic milieu.

Even those skill sets that were hith-
erto considered indispensable are now
being rendered useless in the present
business vista. Constant upskilling has
become the present-day norm with the
evolution of the technological land-
scape. Even more so, for professionals
belonging to the all-permeating branch
of UX design that operates continuously
at the meeting point of next-gen tech-
nologies and human experience. With
the advent of voice technology, AI, AR,
the learning trajectory for UX design-
ers is slated to get steeper. 

As per a report released by Oxford
University, the average shelf-life of a
professional skill has dropped radical-
ly from thirty years to five years
between 1984 and 2014. Furthermore,
a survey initiated by the global staffing
firm, Robert Half International revealed
that employers are far more inclined to
hire professionals who exhibit the
eagerness to learn and develop new
skills through advanced training and
exposure. 

Under such a shape-shifting
premise, the need for UX designers to
stay at par with the contemporary tech
trends is paramount. Here are some of
the top essential skills for ambitious UX
designers to grow and stay relevant
within the current tech scape:

Developing a sense of empathy: It
is an unspoken rule in the UX indus-
try that designs exist for the sake of the
user, and not the other way round. For
a design to be successful and pertinent,
it must be shaped as per the sensibili-
ties of the end-user. The central most
factor integral to creating user-centric
UX designs is a sense of deep empathy
in the designer. While a decent design-

er is one who can understand the con-
sumer, an extraordinary designer can
empathise with the lives, challenges,
troubles, and expectations of a user. A
sense of empathy enables designers the
opportunity to zero in on untapped
pain-points. This intellectual skill is
responsible for catalyzing much of the
innovation that is witnessed in the
industry. It allows designers to create
lasting and powerful user-based expe-
riences, which later translate into busi-
ness excellence and greater returns. 

The art of storytelling: Making a
brilliant design is merely half of the mat-
ter. The designer must also be able to
market, evaluate and create a story
around their designs. The art of great
storytelling is central to the longevity
and impact of any design. The ability
to build a narrative around the design
which is empathetic to the end user is
an essential skill for every aspiring UX
professional as it marks the fine line
between a good designer and a brilliant
one. Besides having an imaginative fac-
ulty and communication skills, a sound
knowledge of PowerPoint and video
presentations is also helpful in mar-

keting a design. 
Teamwork is key: We are cultur-

ally habituated to think of designers like
solitary philosophers who come up with
ideas in moments of lonely brilliance.
This however, is far from the truth. One
of the most important skill sets in the
designers’ toolkit is team work and col-
laboration. In fact the creative process
itself is iterative and collaborative in
nature. Great ideas and successful exe-
cution comes with teamwork. In the
real world a UX designer must collab-
orate with business folks, technology
folks, researchers, partners and more to
successfully deliver a project.

Knowledge & application of
Design frameworks: Design is a
process. Every process needs frame-
works to implement it effectively. There
are many design frameworks that are
used in UX design to help designers
better understand users and their lives,
design strategies and build the right
experiences. Some important design
frameworks that are used in the indus-
try include Personas, customer jour-
neys, empathy maps, card sorting and
task flow design. These are all easy

frameworks for designers to learn and
implement in their projects and design-
ers wishing to learn them can do so
through many online courses includ-
ing the UX Jumpstarted by ImaginXP.

Skilled in design tools: Although
pen and paper will always be the
mightiest tools for a designer to ideate,
iterate and bee agile, it is also equally
important to be able to translate your
thoughts from paper to digital. There
are many design tools available today
for wireframing, visual design and
prototyping. All designers should be
proficient in at least some of these so
as to effectively deliver UX design.
Some popular design tools include
Sketch, Adobe XD, Figma and Axure.  

That said, designing is an ongoing
process demanding constant learning
and up skilling. This makes it crucial
to open your horizons and be pas-
sionate about learning new skills.
Remember that the entire world is your
teacher and you need to stay abreast
with the changing pace of the industry.
If you love digital designing, then UX
designing is the destination for you. 
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After the successful launch of Kinderuniversity in English and
German, the Goethe-Institut, has launched the Digital

Kinderuniversity in Hindi. This innovative project shall help stu-
dents aged eight to twelve satiate their curiosity about science-
related questions through exciting educational content and
accompany them in learning the German language during the
process.

The Digital Kinderuniversity, a free online learning platform,
shall contribute significantly towards making education more
accessible to the public and ensuring development in children
from an early age. Currently, Kinderuniversity is offered in Hindi,
English, and German. While no prior knowledge of German is
required to enroll at Kinderuniversity, students can familiarise
themselves with the language, combined with an independent
and playful pursuit of science.

At Kinderuniversity, children attend lectures and complete
exercises based on STEM + Arts i.e. STE(A)M subjects. They
learn from ‘Humans’, ‘Nature’ and ‘Technology’ and are exposed
to elements of gamification throughout the course. Students can
collect badges that help them advance through levels ranging
from Bachelor, Master, Doctorate to Professor. To further incen-
tivise students, certificates can be downloaded anytime and from
anywhere.

DESIGN YOUR 
FUTURE IN UX
DESIGN YOUR 
FUTURE IN UX
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The coronavirus pandemic already had a devastating impact
on the academic calendar. Further to that, all competitive

examinations like NEET, JEE, etc were delayed which we can say
is opportunity for some and pressure for others.

Although, the official announcement in regards to NEET PG
2021 dates have been made. NEET PG 2021 is to be held on  April
18, 2021 which is delayed by three months. The registrations for
NEET PG will begin from second week of February. 

The constant postponement and delay have put the candi-
dates in a tough spot. The main reason for stress of the aspirants
is that NEET PG 2020 was taken late. The counseling of the NEET
PG 2020 was done till last week of September. So, the students
got less time for studying and they were also burdened with the
pressure of the pandemic. The preparation time students have
got was also less. The reason behind the mental pressure is jobs,
pandemic and delay in the examination but the positive thing
is that the aspirants have got extra time for their preparation. 

Commenting on this Gaurav Tyagi, Founder — Career Xpert
said: “Students should stay calm and focus on the syllabus they
have command on. They should once go through the previous
year exam papers and also the guidelines of the exams. My best
wishes to all the aspirants.”
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It's a widely held belief that a post grad-
uate degree in management is essen-
tial if one has pursue a career in the

corporate sector. What is less known,
however, is that some new, innovative
undergraduate courses have recently
made their advent which have started giv-
ing the MBA courses a run for their
money. In particular, the Bachelor of
Business Administration (BBA) course is
emerging as the passport to success in a
managerial or entrepreneurial career. So,
after finishing 12 years of schooling, it
takes just 4 more years of undergraduate
study with a global business school and
you are well on your way to launching into
a career in management. 

But you need to do some advance
planning to maximise the opportunities
provided by a world-class BBA pro-
gramme and the first step is to choose
your college wisely. Unfortunately, the
number of institutions offering a good
undergraduate degree in India are virtu-
ally non-existent. 

But recent entry of a few private insti-
tutions offers hope to students aspiring for
a high-quality undergraduate education.
Not only do these institutions employ
world class faculty and an international-
ly recognised curriculum, they also pro-
vide global learning. 

Here is a snapshot of the curriculum
of four-year global BBA course run:
Foundation courses in Management,
Marketing, Business Communication,
Economics and World Cultures. Second
year: Advanced courses In Research
Methods, Finance, Organization Behavior,
Operations, Finance & Accounting and
the Decisions Sciences. Third and fourth
years: Elective courses in your area of cho-
sen specialisation. 

While pursuing the academic cur-
riculum, live projects are part of the cur-
riculum in every international campus. So
not only do students learn the theory of
business but also its practice. And this
gives them the necessary insights to
start up a new business not only in India
but in virtually every part of the globe.
Add to this the numerous internship
opportunities available in the different
countries during academic breaks, and
you have a formula for turning out a busi-

ness-ready and global-savvy candidate in
just four short years after leaving school!

An UG programme is not just about
academics — the top colleges also offer
you opportunities to develop your per-
sonality. Interacting with peers from dif-
ferent countries will hone your cross-cul-
tural team skills. Participating in debates
will further enhance your public speak-
ing skills and confidence. 

Take advantage of the in-house coun-
selling services provided by the great col-
leges. Not only do they provide career
advice but also put you through a battery
of tests to improve your soft skills.
Personalized, one-to-one consultancy
sessions can be a great away to improve
yourself in multiple dimensions.

Go for exchange programs - many
colleges offer exchange program where
you could spend a semester in another
school in Europe, USA and other parts of
the world. A great opportunity to expose
yourself to different methods of teaching
and take subjects not offered in your home
university.

Therefore, if you choose your college
wisely, a BBA degree can give you glob-
al exposure, broaden your horizon and
put you firmly on the path of becoming
a future leader.
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Several measures have been

taken by the Government to
safeguard the weaker and

impuissant sections of the society
particularly during the pandem-
ic. Education and employment are
the two major factors that were
kept in mind while structuring the
Budget. There were many impor-
tant announcements made.

The Government has also
committed to take several steps in
order to reform assessments,
including reforms in Board exam-
inations and conceptual learning.
While introducing the Budget
2021-22 Minister for Finance and
Corporate Affairs  Nirmala
Sitaraman announced that the
existing National Apprenticeship
Training Scheme (NATS) will be
realigned with a fund of over
�3,000 crore.

The NATS was launched in
2016. It was launched by the
Government of India in which
there were a number of skills and
development programmes to ben-
efit the students of India. It is a
tremendous initiative through
which the students can upgrade
their skills to seek better employ-
ment opportunities.

This scheme has been
realigned in the 2021-2022

Budget, in order to enhance
apprenticeship opportunities for
the youth. Under the scheme,
�3,000 crore will be provided to
train graduates and diploma hold-
ers in Engineering. 

Under the scheme, training
will be offered by the top notch
companies. The scheme will work
as a bridge between employer’s
requirements and a pool of stu-
dent's talent. This prioritisation of
skilling will make students job-
ready, in their respective domains. 

.�	������
��	����
� It’s a one year programme

open to all degree/diploma
holders.

�This is a flagship programme
introduced by the
Government of India to skill
up youth of the nation.

� It provides technical educa-
tion by giving practical
knowledge and skills in the
respective domain.

�This is served by the organi-
zation (Central, State or
Private) at the workplace
only. 

� Industry experts well
acquainted with training
modules will ensure the per-
formance of apprentices. 

�The apprentices get a stipend
of whose 50 per cent amount
is reimbursed by the
Government of India.

�A certificate of proficiency by
the Government , is issued to
the apprentice which vali-
dates his employment expe-
rience. 

Meanwhile other major
announcementsmade in the
Budget involved:

Collaboration for strength-
ening the education system: The
Union Budget 2021 stresses on the
importance of the need to col-
laborate with foreign institutions
to strengthen and drive notable
progress in the education system.
The collaboration of India with
UAE would benchmark assess-
ment, skill qualification, certifi-
cation, and to keep our skills up
to date with respect to global
trends.

There is a collaborative
Training Inter Training
Programme (TITS) in collabora-
tion with Japan that will be facil-
itating transfer of knowledge,
techniques, industrial and voca-
tional skills of Japan. This initia-
tive will be taken forward with
more such countries in future. To
encourage improved academic

collaboration with foreign insti-
tutions for higher education a reg-
ulatory mechanism would put in
place to allow dual/joint degrees,
twinning arrangements and more
such mechanisms.  

Set up of new institutions to
edify the education system: Set
up of a New Central University in
Leh, to uplift higher education. Set
up of 100 Sainik schools will take
place in partnership with states,
NGOs, and private schools. In
tribal areas, 750 Eklavya Model
residential schools will be set up
to create a robust education facil-
ity for tribal students. 

Amendments to enlighten
school education: The Budget
2021 primarily focuses on skill
development. Its emphasis on
transforming the learning frame-
work from a traditional approach
to an advanced and evolved ped-
agogical approach for K12 stu-
dents. 

The presentation of the New
Education Policy (NEP) has addi-
tionally been filled in as a charge
for the deep rooted instructive
foundation in India and we are
optimistic that the Government
will continue getting fundamen-
tal corrections in the future also.
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The signing ceremony of

Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)

between the VIT-AP School of
Law (VSL), VIT-AP University
and Centre for Human Security
Studies (CHSS) was held at
VIT-AP School of Law, VIT-AP
University on February 9, 2021.
Ch Dwaraka Tirumala Rao IPS,
Director General of Police
(Railways) (Andhra Pradesh
Cadre) graced the occasion and
witness the ceremony as a Chief
Guest. 

Chief Guest Ch Dwaraka
Tirumala Rao said: “February
09, 2021 marks as an important
day in the history of the VIT-AP
School of Law (VSL), VIT-AP
University and for the Centre
for Human Security Studies
(CHSS) by entering into MoU
to work committedly for the
cause national security. I am
sure both the organisations
would share the common val-

ues and common ideas to pro-
tect the nations from various
security threats. 

Threats ranging from cyber
security, health security, costal
security and mostly internal
security to be addressed and
dealt with clear policy and legal
aspects. Without having clear
policy and legal guidelines it is
difficult for the forces to deal
and provide protection to the
people of this country. The
VIT-AP University and CHSS
should bear in mind that these
challenges have to be addressed
in clear and focused manner. 

VIT-AP University should
guide and provide inputs to the
policy and law makers in deal-
ing with the various challenges
which are posed by the growing
security threat. “The CHSS is
having almost 10 years of expe-
rience in dealing and organis-
ing various activities to create
awareness among the people of

Andhra Pradesh and Telangana
with regard to prevailing and
growing security threats. It is the
need of the hour that educa-
tional institutions like VIT-AP
should come forward to work
with the Governments and be in
the think tank to disseminate
and create awareness about the
security challenges,” he added.

Dr SV Kota Reddy, Vice-
Chancellor of VIT-AP
University, in his address high-
lighted the university's contri-
bution for the empowerment
and promotion of the education
and advised the law students
and faculty to work towards the
betterment of the society. He
highlighted that the university
is committed to create a Centre
of Excellence in Cyber Security
and Law. This center will work
holistically to provide better
solutions to the society and he
has informed the importance of
the center and its scope.
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JAFFER RESIGNS AS UTTARAKHAND COACH
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MUMBAI GETS NEW COACH IN POWAR
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TENDULKAR TO BE BACK IN ACTION
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LEEDS INTO PREMIER LEAGUE TOP 10
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KOHLI UNHAPPY WITH SG TEST BALLS QUALITY
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OLY QUALIFYING MARATHON ON MARCH 7
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Veteran James Anderson’s
artistic spell of reverse
swing trumped Virat Kohli’s

show of grit as England decimat-
ed India in the opening Test by a
comprehensive 227-run margin
here on Tuesday.

A target of 420, with 381 left on
a fifth day worn out Chepauk
track, was always a tough ask
going by cricketing logic and
Anderson’s mid-morning burst
blew away the Indian middle-
order. In the end, the hosts could
manage only 192 in 58.1 overs.

That spell ensured that there
wasn’t a Sydney like heist or the
magic of Brisbane final day which
many had hoped for despite the
world record target.

Kohli (72 off 104 balls) seemed
like a lonely general standing on a
burning deck as he showed his col-
leagues how to bat on a difficult
track.

He covered the swing and
shuffled towards the off-stump to
counter Anderson, ran purposeful-
ly and scored his runs against spin-
ners.

But there was that one ball that
was always going to keep low and
he got that from Ben Stokes.

DOUBLE ALIKE BLOW
Courtesy Anderson (11-4-17-

3), the match became a mismatch
within an hour and India now need
to win two out of the next three
Tests to qualify for the World Test
Championship final in June. The
player of the match honours went
to England skipper Joe Root for his
match-defining double hundred in
the first innings.

It was left-arm spinner Jack
Leach (26-4-76-4), who after his
first innings humilation at the
hands of Rishabh Pant, finished
with the best figures but the effort
paled in comparison to the effect
that Anderson had on the psyche
of the Indian team.

Anderson sowed doubts
among rank and file of the home
line-up, whether they had the
technique to play the moving ball
which swings the other way round.
Kohli can but can his colleagues do
it will be the big question going

forward.
The man from Burnley, in his

19th Test match season, showed his
artistry with a semi-new ball, on a
fifth day track and sapping
Chennai heat, far removed condi-
tions from the grey skies and cool
breeze that Old Trafford gives
him.

But then Anderson is a devo-
tee and best practitioner of Test
match ethos and doesn’t need to
take refuge in conditions because
of his supreme control over his
craft.

ANOTHER FIFTY FOR GILL
Gill (50, 83 balls) once again

looked dazzling till the time he was
at the crease. The sinewy wrists were
in play as he hit seven fours and a
six, dealing with spinners comfort-
ably.

Even Cheteshwar Pujara’s (15 off
38 balls) dismissal off Jack Leach’s
“peach” didn’t unfaze the young man
from Punjab as he along with Kohli
calmly went about their business.

It was the 27th over when
Anderson first came into the attack
and the second ball was a perfect
reverse inswinger which had Gill in
a daze as the off-stump went for a
walk.

The way the shiny part on the
inside tailed in was a sight to
behold.

Rahane (0), for all the appre-
ciation coming his way, was in very
poor form for the better part of the
Australia series, save a hundred at
MCG where he was dropped
thrice.

The first ball he faced on
Tuesday was another one that
came back a shade and it was hit-

ting the middle of the middle
stump with the Umpires’ Call sav-
ing the vice-captain of what looked
like a plumb leg before.

The wily Anderson realised
that an out-of-form Rahane’s feet
are not moving.

The next time he just went a
shade wide off the crease and
delivered another reverse
inswinger. Rahane knew that there
was no comeback. Pant (11) has
had three great knocks but he was

facing a bowler with supreme
game awareness and immaculate
understanding of conditions.

Against a left-hander, he pre-
dictably came round the wicket
and angled a few in with a busy
Pant hitting a boundary.

By then, Anderson had gauged
that Pant could be hurried on the
drive.

So the master changed his tac-
tic and bowled a slower one entic-
ing Pant to go for a drive.

Pant tried his best to check it
but the bowler had asked his skip-
per Joe Root to specifically stand
at short cover for that particular
shot.

From 92 for 2, it was 110 for
five and Kohli cut a lonely figure
at the other end.

Washington Sundar (0) was
then picked by Dom Bess with the
one that turned away leaving India
in complete tatters. 
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Bayern Munich advanced to the
Club World Cup final after

goals in each half by Robert
Lewandowski sealed a 2-0 victory
over African champions Al Ahly in
Monday’s semi-final.

The European champions face
Tigres in the final on Thursday
after the Mexican club saw off
Brazilian giants Palmeiras in
Sunday’s other semi-final.

“It was a very good match
and we’re ready for the final,”
Lewandowski said.

He gave Bayern the
lead with just 17 min-
utes gone at the
Ahmad Bin Ali
Stadium, a host
venue for the 2022
World Cup in
Qatar.

The Poland
star then headed
home a pinpoint Leroy
Sane cross four minutes

before the whistle to book Bayern’s
place in the final. Lewandowski, the
Bundesliga’s top scorer, has now
scored 29 goals in 27 club matches
this season.

Bayern are bidding to become
only the second team after Barcelona
in 2009 to win all six domestic and
international titles up for grabs in
one season. The German giants lift-

ed the Bundesliga, German Cup,
Champions League, German
Cup and UEFA Super Cup tro-
phies in 2020.

“We want to claim another
title — title number six during

this season,”
Lewandowski added.

“This is a World
Cup, which is
always something
special.

“I hope we
can play even
better in the
final and that we

will have more
goalscoring chances.”
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Rafael Nadal’s injured back didn’t slow his bid
for a record 21st Grand Slam title on Tuesday,

as women’s world number one Ashleigh Barty
romped to a 6-0, 6-0 ‘double bagel’ at the
Australian Open.

On a day when women’s champion Sofia
Kenin also reached round two, but two-time win-
ner Victoria Azarenka lost after breathing prob-
lems, Nadal and Barty were the headline acts at
the coronavirus-delayed Slam.

Spanish great Nadal, who pulled out of last
week’s ATP Cup with back problems, beat
Serbia’s Laslo Djere 6-3, 6-4, 6-1 in one hour and
52 minutes on a sun-kissed Rod Laver Arena.

“It’s been a tough 15 days for me,” said the
2009 champion, whose back stiffness first flared
during an exhibition match last month.

“I needed to survive today and that’s what I
did. I’m happy to be through and I think I did a
good job today. Straight sets is what I needed.”

Nadal, 34, is attempting to outstrip his old rival
Roger Federer, who is out with injury, and take
sole ownership of the all-time record for Grand
Slam titles.

After world number one Novak Djokovic
eased through late on Monday, Russia’s Daniil
Medvedev extended his winning streak to 15
matches with an emphatic 6-2, 6-2, 6-4 victory
over Canada’s Vasek Pospisil.

The 2019 US Open finalist is raising hopes
of a maiden Grand Slam title with his unbeaten
run, which includes winning the Paris Masters,
ATP Finals and last week’s ATP Cup with Russia.

Russian seventh seed Andrey Rublev also con-
tinued his winning start to the year with a straight-
sets victory over German Yannick Hanfmann 6-
3, 6-3, 6-4.

And Greek fifth seed Stefanos Tsitsipas
made short work of French veteran Gilles Simon,
winning 6-1, 6-2, 6-1 in 92 minutes.

BARTY STARTED
Barty also outclassed Montenegro’s Danka

Kovinic, losing only 10 points as she raced into
round two in just 44 minutes.

With the win Barty, last year’s semi-finalist
who sat out most of the 2020 season, ramped up
hopes of a first Australian women’s winner in 43
years.

Women’s champion Kenin was less convinc-
ing and she audibly vented her frustrations dur-
ing her 7-5, 6-4 win against Australian Maddison
Inglis, who is ranked outside the top 100.

Two-time major-winner Garbine Muguruza,
who was stunned by Kenin in last year’s final, had
little trouble beating Russia’s Margarita Gasparyan
6-4, 6-0.

But there were distressing scenes as an ailing
Azarenka, the 2012 and 2013 champion, went out
to Jessica Pegula.

Elsewhere, fifth seed Elina Svitolina was
pushed hard by Czech Marie Bouzkouva before
coming through 6-3, 7-5 (7/5).

She will next play 16-year-old American Coco
Gauff, who beat Venus Williams and Naomi
Osaka last year and enjoyed a straightforward 6-
3, 6-2 win over Switzerland’s Jil Teichmann on
Tuesday.

Madrid: Atletico Madrid slipped up
in La Liga for the first time in nine
games on Monday as Celta Vigo
snatched a late equaliser to deliver
a ray of hope to Barcelona and Real
Madrid. Luis Suarez scored twice at
the Wanda Metropolitano to over-
turn Santi Mina’s opener for Celta,
with Atletico on course to restore
their 10-point lead at the top of the
table. But Facundo Ferreyra slid in
to score in the 89th minute to earn
a deserved 2-2 draw for the visitors,
meaning Atletico’s advantage at the
end of the weekend is reduced to
eight, still with a game in hand. AFP
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Melbourne: India’s Sumit Nagal exited the
Australian Open with a first-round defeat, strug-
gling to cope with the power-packed game of
Lithuanian Ricardas Berankis, here on Tuesday.

Nagal’s challenge deflated in a matter of min-
utes as Berankis’ powerful ground strokes proved
to be too good for the Indian, who lost 2-6, 5-7,
3-6 in two hours and 10 minutes.

Nagal had lost to the world number 72 in the
last week’s tune-up event too.

The 23-year-old Nagal reeled off four straight
games in the second set in his bid to stage a come-
back but the initial dominance by Berankis large-
ly dictated the outcome of the match.

India’s singles challenge is over and now all
eyes will be on doubles players — Rohan
Bopanna, Divij Sharan and Ankita Raina. PTI
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England have set a benchmark
for themselves with their mon-

umental victory against India in
the first Test, gushed captain Joe
Root while admitting that com-
peting on spin-friendly tracks in
Sri Lanka prepared them nicely
for this tour.

England inflicted on India a
humiliating 227-run defeat to go
1-0 up in the four Test series but
the visiting skipper has no doubt
that the home team has the kind
of players who can exact revenge.

“I'’m very proud of the way
we’ve played this week. We have
set a benchmark now, we’ve got
something to work for to compare
ourselves. Still there are areas we
can improve on. We can still get
better,” Root said at the post-
match press conference.

“We know that India are an
extremely good team, especially in
these conditions. And they’re a
very proud nation as well. They’ve
got some exceptional players so
they’ll come back hard.”

The skipper, who made a
brilliant 218 which was the cor-
nerstone of England’s massive
first innings total, mentioned the
role played by the Sri Lanka series
ahead of India assignment.

England had won that series
2-0 with Root leading from the
front with his big hundreds.

“It certainly served us well,
coming out here, having faced the
volume of spin that we have,
having the confidence of winning.
And playing on a similar kind of
wicket, wasn’t the same by any
stretch, but the tempo of the
cricket that you play in the sub-
continent I think served us real-
ly well coming into this game.”

“The pleasing thing for me

was to set a big first innings run,
and we delivered it. We said we
needed to be smart about how
we’re going to take 20 wickets, and
we delivered it.”

Root said the challenge before
them now is to repeat the magnif-
icent performance.

“Can we replicate that, can we
go one better, can we keep look-
ing to improve as a team and can
we take it on individually that
makes a difference.”

About not declaring and not
accelerating the scoring during
the second innings on day four
which drew criticism from some
quarters, Root said the idea was
to not give the home team any
chance of winning the game

“I wanted to make sure that
more than anything there were
only two possible results. It would
have been damaging had we lost
this game.

“I knew that the way that it
deteriorated the last three days in
particular that coming into today
it was gonna happen even quick-
er again. All we needed to do, be
relentless with the areas we were
bowling.

“Put the ball in good areas for
a long period of time and the
wicket will do the rest. It was just
about holding on,” Root added.
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Dubai: India on Tuesday slipped to
fourth position in the World Test
Championship rankings after their
227-run defeat to England in the
opening Test as the visitors kept alive
their hopes of making the final of the
inaugural event.

New Zealand have already qual-
ified for the WTC final, to be held
at Lord’s later in the year, winning
70.0 per cent of their matches (with
no other series scheduled).

The victory at Chepauk lifted
England to first place and 70.2 per-
centage points on the table and they
have improved their chances of

securing one of the three series
results in their favour that could see
them through to the final — 3-1, 3-
0 or 4-0. India grabbed the top spot
after their incredible series win
Australia last month.

India, who have slipped to fourth
position with 68.3 percentage points,
will now be looking to win at least
two of the remaining three matches
to secure a 2-1 or 3-1 result and a
place in the final.

Australia will get to feature in a
Trans-Tasman summit clash if the
India-England series is drawn or if
England win 1-0, 2-1 or 2-0. PTI
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India’s underwhelming batting
performance in the first innings

gave England the decisive advan-
tage, skipper Virat Kohli said on
Tuesday and defended the deci-
sion to play rookie left-arm spin-
ner Shahbaz Nadeem instead of
a more experienced Kuldeep
Yadav.

After losing the first Test,
Kohli admitted that the team
was always under the scoreboard
pressure after England’s mam-
moth first innings total of 578 but
also said that he has no regrets
about picking Nadeem over
Kuldeep.

“I think, Test probably shift-
ed in their favour when we bat-
ted in the first innings. We were
looking to bat better but I don’t

think there was enough applica-
tion shown by us as a batting
unit,” Kohli said at the post-
match press conference refer-
ring to India’s 337 all out first
essay score.

“Even if someone got a hun-
dred in either innings, still we were
pretty much behind in the game.
There’s not one way to play the
game and we understand that
quite well and our endeavour in the
future games is going to be long
partnerships,” said Kohli.

Kuldeep’s absence was a talk-
ing point through the Test but
Kohli gave his reasons as to why he
wouldn’t like to revisit his decision.

“...When you are playing two

off-spinners, Kuldeep more or less
becomes a similar kind of spinner
(bringing it into the right-han-
ders). So, we needed variety. We
were quite clear what combination
we wanted to play, and there are
no regrets whatsoever.”

However he hinted that the
management could rework the
combination in the coming
matches. The second Test is also
scheduled to be held here from
February 13.

“Moving forward, we will
look at combinations, that bring
us variety in the bowling attack
and not (be) one-dimensional,
where the ball is only turning
away from the bat.”
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