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Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi termed

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
a “coward” and accused the
Centre of “ceding” Indian ter-
ritory to China, inviting  a
sharp rebuttal from the
Government even as the BJP
reminded Rahul that the coun-
try’s security forces and “nation
cannot forgive the Gandhi fam-
ily for losing 43,000 sq kms of
land to China”.

“The PM is a coward who
cannot stand up to the Chinese.
He is betraying the sacrifice of
our Army,” Rahul said at a Press
conference. 

Reacting to the allegation,
MoS Home G Kishan Reddy
said that Rahul must “ask his
grandfather (Jawaharlal Nehru)
about who has given India’s ter-
ritory to China”, while his
Ministerial colleague RK Singh
termed Rahul’s jibe as imma-
ture and unparliamentary.

In a strongly-worded state-

ment, the Ministry said the
effective safeguarding of the
country’s national interest and
territory in the Eastern Ladakh
sector has taken place because
the Government reposed full
faith in the capabilities of the
armed forces.  

“Those who doubt the
achievements made possible by
the sacrifices of our military
personnel are actually disre-
specting them,” the statement
said.

The Congress leader’s
attack came a day after Union
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh announced in Parliament
that India and China have
reached an agreement on dis-
engagement in the north and
south bank of Pangong Lake in
eastern Ladakh. 

Rahul hit out at the
Government questioning why
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has given up the country’s ter-
ritory to China. “How he does

it is his problem, not mine,” he
added.

Pointing out that the troops
are now going to be stationed
at Finger 3, moving back from
Finger 4, which is also the
Indian territory, Rahul asked,
“Why has Modi given up our
territory to the Chinese?”

Rahul  targeted Rajnath for
not speaking in Parliament on
the “most important strategic
area — Depsang Plains —
from where China entered”.

Rahul said the “truth is that
the Prime Minister has given
away the Indian territory to
China” and demanded Modi to
answer the nation.

Hitting back at Rahul, the
BJP accused the Congress
leader of “lying left, right and
centre” and denigrating the
country’s security forces.

“When one does not have
a moral conscience, when one
cannot contribute anything
positive, one resorts to lies.
Rahul lied left, right and cen-
tre. Perhaps Rahul is depressed

that he could not become PM.
He knows that even his shad-
ow won’t support him & can’t
digest the huge public mandate
to Modi,” Union minister and
BJP leader Pralhad Joshi said.

Joshi alleged the former
Congress chief ’s “utterances”
are based on far-fetched pre-
sumptions and raise “serious
doubts on his mental health”. 

“The selective amnesia
which Rahul often displays
seems a regular order.
Denigrating efforts and sacri-
fices of our security forces,
whom you are placating? Why?
Because you got some donation
for your party? Can’t forget
your meeting with the
Chinese?” Joshi said in a social
media post.

Gandhi scion also took to
Twitter and sought an expla-
nation from the Government of
India. “GOI must explain why
our forces are withdrawing
from dominant positions in
Kailash Ranges? Why we are
ceding our territory & with-

drawing from forward base at
Finger 4 to Finger 3? and Why
has China not withdrawn from
our territory in Depsang Plains
& Gogra Hot Springs?” Rahul
tweeted.

AICC chief spokesman and
party general secretary
Randeep Surjewala said Modi
Government’s unpardonable,
blatant and brazen compromise
of “national security” & India’s
“territorial integrity” stands
exposed. “Prime Minister and
Defence Minister have under-
mined the astounding valour
and insurmountable grit of
our Armed Forces, who faced
Chinese incursions and aggres-
sions with indomitable courage
and sacrifice,” he said in a
statement.

The statement of Defence
Ministry dated February 12,
2021 issued as part of
“Operation Cover-up” has
uncovered the conspiratorial
mask of a weak-kneed leader-
ship that India does not
deserve. 
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In a big setback to the
Trinamool Congress ahead of

the forthcoming State
Assembly polls, party MP
Dinesh Trivedi on Friday
announced his resignation
from the Rajya Sabha. He said
he was taking this step as he felt
helpless to do anything against
the violence taking place in his
State.

During the last few weeks,
the TMC has been rocked by a
spate of defection. A number of
leaders have resigned from the
party and joined the BJP. They
include Rajib Banerjee, Sovan
Chaterjee, Suvendu Adhikari,
and Laxmi Ratan Shukla.

Making the announcement
about quitting the RS mem-
bership, Trivedi said he was
resigning after listening to his
conscience. Saying that he feels
suffocated in the House as he
is unable to do anything against
the violence going on in his
State, he added, “If you sit here
quietly and cannot do anything,
then it is better that you resign
from here and go to the land of
Bengal and be with people.”    

Trivedi said the world
looks at India when some-
thing happens. “What I mean
to say is the way violence is tak-
ing place in our State. Sitting

here, I am feeling perplexed as
to what should I do,” he added.

“I am grateful to my party
that it has sent me here, but
now I feel a little suffocated. We
are unable to do anything and
there is atrocity (going on). My
voice of conscience is saying
what Swami Vivekananda used
to say — arise, awake and stop
not till the goal is reached,”
Trivedi said, while announcing
his resignation from the House. 

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Bengal Minister Tapas
Roy said, “His (Dinesh) status
has never been better than
that of a political go-between
… a Gujarati bania (business-
man) as he has acted like one.”
He added that Trivide’s pres-
ence in the party had neither
benefited it nor his absence will
hurt the TMC.

Continued on Page 2
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The debris brought by the
avalanche in Uttarakhand

earlier this week has blocked a
stream that joins the
Rishiganga river forming a
temporary lake which if
breached can cause further
damage in the valley, said a
report by the Wadia Institute of
Himalayan Geology.

According to its director
Kalachand Sain, a team of sci-
entists from the institute con-
ducted an aerial survey of the
upper reaches of the Rishi
Ganga just a day after the
Sunday avalanche and spotted
the new glacial lake there.

The team took some pho-
tographs of the lake taken from
a helicopter. It seems that the
recent avalanche has led to its
formation in the higher stretch-
es of the Rishiganga’s catch-
ment area, he said.

“Our scientists are exam-
ining the size of the lake, its
periphery and the volume of
water it contains to ascertain
how big and immediate the
danger from it is,” Sain told
PTI.

According to the report by
the Wadia Institute of
Himalayan Geology (WIHG),
an organisation of the
Department of Science and
Technology, the assessment of
the actual magnitude of risk
involved due to this impound-
ment of water requires a
detailed survey.

“The catastrophic floods
on Sunday also brought sedi-
ments in the Rishi Ganga river.
Since the width of the river is
very less in the upper stretch-
es, the sediments have blocked
a stream forming a lake which
may breach and cause further
damage in the valley,” he said.

Continued on Page 2
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Congress veteran and a
Gandhi family loyalist

Mallikarjun Kharge is all set to
be the leader of Opposition in
the Rajya Sabha. Congress
president Sonia Gandhi in a let-
ter to Rajya Sabha chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu informed him
the party’s decision to replace
Ghulam Nabi Azad, the out-
going LOP, who retires from
the House on February 15.

Kharge, 78, a Dalit stalwart
of the Congress, was leader of
the party in the 16th Lok
Sabha. He was known for vocif-
erous opposition of the
Government and as a promot-
er of sloganeering and disrup-
tion — something he always
said the BJP mastered in the
14th Lok Sabha under then
leaders of Opposition Sushma
Swaraj and Arun Jaitley.

Kharge’s appointment to
the key Rajya Sabha post comes
at the cost of Congress deputy
leader in the house Anand
Sharma, who was long seen as
Azad’s natural inheritor. Other
main contenders for the cov-
eted post were Digvijay Singh
and P Chidambaram. 

Sharma and Azad last year
fell out of favour of Sonia after
they wrote to her demanding
overhaul of the party organsa-
tion and internal elections.

Kharge is a nine-time
Karnataka MLA and two-time
Lok Sabha MP. He lost the 2019
LS election from Gulbarga by
over 95,000 votes.  

Continued on Page 2
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At least 11 workers were
killed and 36 injured when

an explosion ripped through a
fireworks factory near Sattur in
this southern district in Tamil
Nadu on Friday, Police said.
The explosion occurred when
some chemicals were being
mixed to produce fireworks at
the unit in Acchankulam vil-
lage, they said, adding the
injured had been hospitalised.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister K Palaniswami,
Governor Banwarilal Purohit
and Congress MP Rahul
Gandhi were among those who
condoled the deaths.

Modi and Palaniswami
announced an ex-gratia of �2
lakh each and �3 lakh each to
the kin of the deceased from
the Prime Minister’s National
Relief Fund and the Chief
Minister’s Public Relief Fund
respectively.

The factory building was
damaged badly under the
impact of the explosion and
many suffered burns.

Palaniswami, in a state-
ment, said all the 11 workers
were killed on the spot and that
he has ordered a probe into the
incident, while assuring due
legal action.

Several fire fighting units
were deployed to douse the fire
and take up the rescue opera-
tions. Earlier, TV visuals
showed relatives of the victims
wailing near the mishap site
while the injured were rushed
to hospitals in ambulances.

Modi said the “fire at a fire-

cracker factory in
Virudhunagar, Tamil Nadu is
saddening.” Posting in his offi-
cial Twitter handle, @PMO
India, he said “in this hour of
grief, my thoughts are with the
bereaved families. I hope those
injured recover soon.
Authorities are working on the
ground to assist those affected:
PM @narendramodi.”

“An ex-gratia of �2 lakh
each has been approved from
PMNRF for the next of kin of
those who have lost their lives
due to a fire in Virudhunagar,
Tamil Nadu. �50,000 would be
given to those seriously
injured,” he said, in tweet,
which was also made in Tamil.

Palaniswami, in a state-
ment, said all the 11 victims
were killed on the spot and
expressed grief over the deaths.

“I was anguished to know
that 36 persons have been
injured in the explosion and
have directed the officials to

ensure due medical treatment
to them,” he said.

He announced a sum of �3
lakh each to the families of the
deceased and �1 lakh to those
who had suffered grievous
injuries.

The Chief Minister said he
has directed expediting the
relief work and asked the dis-
trict collector Virudhunagar,
home to the country’s fireworks
hub, to console the families of
the victims in person.

The collectors concerned
should conduct periodic checks
at such units to ensure workers’
safety, he said, adding the fac-
tories should follow due safe-
ty measures in view of the com-
ing summer season, indicating
high temperatures then could
lead to similar mishaps.

Purohit said he was
shocked and grieved to hear
about the accident and prayed
for the early and complete
recovery of the injured.
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Twitter has blocked over 97
per cent of the accounts

and posts flagged by the IT
Ministry for provocative con-
tent and misinformation
around farmers’ protest,
sources said.

This followed a meeting
between Twitter representa-
tives and the Information
Technology Secretary on
Wednesday evening where the
US-based microblogging plat-
form was issued a stern warn-
ing to comply with local laws
or be prepared for action.

The Ministry had ques-
tioned Twitter’s delay in taking
action on its order to block
provocative content that could
impact public law and order,
whereas the American compa-
ny had been quick to crack
down when a similar instance
occurred at US Capitol Hill.

According to the sources,
Twitter has now complied with
the orders and over 97 per cent
of the accounts flagged have
been blocked.

Continued on Page 2
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Antibodies against the coro-
navirus may last for up to

eight months or longer post
vaccination, said All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) director Randeep
Guleria on Friday.

About 75,05,010 doses of
Covishield and Covaxin have
been administered in India
since the mega vaccination
drive began on January 16
across the country.

Guleria’s statement comes
amid reports that some of the
Covid-19 vaccination centres in
Delhi are mulling to start con-
ducting antibody tests before
and after beneficiaries receive
the shot to test its efficacy. 

According to a news
agency report, the research
will be conducted after hospi-
tals or vaccination centres get
essential approvals from their

respective ethical committees.
Guleria, who is also a

member of the National Task
Force on Covid-19, was
answering questions related to
the vaccines on Twitter earlier
in the day. People tweeted to
him using #VaccineVarta, fol-
lowing which he reverted to
them.

“Antibodies will develop
about 14 days after the second
shot. It is not clear how long
protection will last but it is
believed that it will last for at
least 8 months, or may be
longer. Currently, scientists are
aggressively studying long-
term protection provided by
vaccines,” said the AIIMS 
director.

Guleria said the population
above 50 years of age will start
getting the vaccination from
March 2021 onwards. “This
will also include the population
with comorbidities, between 20

years and 50 years,” he
announced.

One of the citizens asked
why veterinarians are not
included in the high-risk work-
ers list, to which he said it is
because they are not treating
patients with Covid-19.

“Depending on age and
presence of comorbidities,
linked to more severe diseases,
one will get the vaccine,” he
added. Currently, health work-
ers and frontline workers are
being vaccinated in the phase
one and two of the drive.

On being asked by one
netizen as to why the
Government is depriving their
own citizens of vaccines by
exporting the same to other
countries, Guleria answered
that since people travel and
become a carrier of virus,
everyone needs to be vacci-
nated globally to control the
spread.
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It has been four days since VK
Sasikala, a former aide to late

Chief Minister J Jayalalithaa,
returned to Chennai after serv-
ing a four-year jail term in
Bangalore in connection with
a disproportionate asset case.
The former AIADMK General
Secretary has not come out of
the palatial house of her niece
Krishnaveni at T-Nagar in
Chennai where she is staying as
of now.

There is no information of
her meeting any senior
AIADMK leaders or persons
close to the party leadership.
Throughout her 23-hour jour-
ney from Bangalore to
Chennai, Sasikala told her
cadre about the need to defeat
the DMK. The party camp led
by Chief Minister Edappadi
Palaniswami has not reacted to
her call, while D Jayakumar, the
Fisheries Minister and
spokesman of the Tamil Nadu
Government, stressed that

there was no space for the
Mannargudi family in the
AIADMK.

It is learned from sources
close to Sasikala that her top
priority would be to retrieve the
post of general secretary of the
AIADMK before the Assembly
election.

Sasikala’s contention is that
her removal from the post of
general secretary of the
AIADMK was against the party
constitution. She was axed as
the general secretary of the
AIADMK in a specially-con-
vened general council meeting

of the party held in September
2017. TTV Dhinakaran, who
had been authorised by
Sasikala to run the party in her
absence had said that the gen-
eral council of the AIADMK
could be convened only by the
general secretary and the meet-
ing held in September 2017 was
illegal.  

Sendur Pandian, lawyer of
Sasikala, had said that the case
would be taken up at the ear-
liest to get a court order favour-
ing her return as the general
secretary of the AIADMK. 

“Once she wins the case,
the AIADMK cadre would
come and fall at her feet.
Moreover, Palaniswami is
about to face the biggest chal-
lenge in his life now. The selec-
tion of candidates for the
upcoming election would be a
tough task for the present lead-
ership of the party,” said
Govindarajan Satyamurti, vet-
eran scribe and commentator.

According to Satyamurti,
there are many among the pre-
sent lot of MLAs and Ministers

who owe their position to
Chinnamma, as Sasikala is
addressed in the party circle.
“She will strike when
Palaniswami is down and out.
If Palaniswami fails to win this
Assembly election, we will not
hear of him again,” said
Satyamurti.

But Kolahala  Srenivasan,
an expert in AIADMK affairs
since the days of party founder
MGR, is of the view that
Sasikala may not succeed in her
attempts to dethrone
Palaniswamy. 

“The Election Commission
of India, Delhi High Court and
the Supreme Court in their
verdicts have made it clear
that status-quo would contin-
ue till the Madras High Court
disposes of the petition filed by
Sasikala. When will the court
pronounce the verdict is any-
body’s guess. But there is no
illegality in the removal of
Sasikala and expulsion of
Dhinakaran from the party,”
said Srenivasan.

Continued on Page 2
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A25-year-old man was
stabbed to death by five

men following a quarrel at a
birthday party in outer Delhi’s
Mangolpuri area. The family of
victim Rinku Sharma alleged
he was killed over communal
angle as he was involved in col-
lecting funds for the construc-
tion of the Ram temple in
Ayodhya. Security in the area
was beefed up as tension pre-
vailed.

All five accused identified
as Zahid, Mehtab, Danish,
Tassudin and Islam, residents
of the Mangolapuri, have been
arrested.

Delhi BJP president Adesh
Gupta on Friday met the fam-
ily of Rinku Sharma and pro-
vided an assistance of �5 lakh
to them. He demanded trial in
a fast-track court. 
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The US has welcomed the
ongoing efforts by India

and China to de-escalate the
situation in eastern Ladakh
and said it would continue to
monitor the situation closely as
both sides work toward a
peaceful resolution.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Thursday announced
in Parliament that India and
China have reached an agree-
ment on disengagement in the
North and South banks of
Pangong lake in eastern
Ladakh that mandates both
sides to cease forward deploy-
ment of troops in a "phased,
coordinated and verifiable"
manner.

“We're closely following
reports of initial troop disen-
gagement. We welcome the
ongoing efforts to de-escalate

the situation,” a State
Department spokesperson told
PTI.

“We will, of course, con-
tinue to monitor the situation
closely as both sides work
toward a peaceful resolution,”
the spokesperson said while
responding to a question on
China and India pulling back
their troops from eastern
Ladakh.

Congressman Michael
McCaul, lead Republican in the
House Foreign Affairs
Committee, also welcomed the
disengagement of troops.

“It's heartening to see India
stand strong in defending its
sovereignty,” he said in a tweet.

“The (Chinese Communist
Party) CCP's constant territo-
rial aggression, from the East
and South China Seas to the
waters of the Mekong, to the
Himalayas, has no place in the

21st century,” McCaul said.
India and China had

rushed a large number of bat-
tle tanks, armoured vehicles
and heavy equipment to the
treacherous and high-altitude
areas of eastern Ladakh region
after tension escalated follow-
ing a deadly clash in the
Galwan Valley in June last.

Twenty Indian soldiers
were killed in the fierce hand-
to-hand combat on June 15 in
the Galwan Valley, an incident
that marked the most serious
military conflicts between the
two sides in decades.

China is yet to disclose the
number of its soldiers killed
and injured in the clash though
it officially admitted to have
suffered casualties. According
to an American intelligence
report, the number of 
casualties on the Chinese side
was 35. 
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Agricultural reform is a
domestic policy issue of

India, the Leader of the House
of Commons has said in
Parliament, reflecting the UK
government's stance over the
farmer protests in New Delhi.

Jacob Rees-Mogg, in
response to demands for a debate
over the issue in the chamber
from Opposition Labour MPs on
Thursday, acknowledged that
the issue is a "matter of concern"
for the Commons and across
constituencies in the UK and that
Britain will continue to champi-
on human rights globally, includ-
ing through its current chair-
manship of the United Nations.

“India is a very proud
democracy and a country with
which we have the strongest

possible relations. I happen to
think that over the next centu-
ry, our relationship with India
may well be our most important
relationship with any country in
the world,” said Rees-Mogg, a
senior Conservative Party
member of Parliament who
serves as the party's Leader in
the House of Commons, the
lower house of Parliament.

“As India is our friend, it is
only right that we make repre-
sentations when we think that
things are happening that are
not in the interests of the rep-
utation of the country of which
we are a friend,” he said, adding
that UK Foreign Secretary
Dominic Raab has raised the
matter with External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar during
his India visit in December last
year.
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Severely hit by the Covid-19
pandemic, Delhi Metro has

appealed to the Centre to revise
the safety protocols to allow it
to operate trains with at least
full seating capacity to make up
for the revenue shortfall.

After being closed for over
five months due to the pan-
demic, Delhi Metro on
September 7 had resumed ser-
vices with curtailed operation
of the Yellow Line, before
assuming full operations from
September 12, all in compli-
ance with the latest safety
guidelines issued by the gov-
ernment.

The 169-day closure of
services from March 22
onwards had already finan-
cially hit the urban transporter
and post resumption, regulat-
ed number of commuters fur-

ther impacted its financial
health. Sources on Friday said
the DMRC has written to the
Centre to revise the safety pro-
tocols so as to allow it to oper-
ate trains with at least full
seating capacity to augment its
revenue.

It had written to the
Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs and also cited the per-
mission given in October last
year to buses in Delhi to carry
to their full seating capacities,
they said.

Besides, the DMRC has
already sought financial assis-
tance for Rs 1,648.4 crore for
the central, Delhi and Uttar
Pradesh and Haryana govern-
ments where it runs operations,
they said. While the DMRC has
resumed service since
September, as per Covid-19
safety norms, each commuter
has to sit on alternate seats,

leaving a seat between them
vacant. Also, standing riders
have to maintain a stipulated
distance between them, thus
further reducing the carrying
capacity of a coach.

This is leading to less num-
ber of commuters at a time in
any train, and also longer
queues at metro stations.

Due to these 'new normal'
restrictions, only 50-60 pas-
sengers in total can now trav-
el in a coach, which in pre-
Covid time carried 300-350
people during the peak hours.

One metro coach's full
seating capacity is about 50.
After resuming services on
September 7, the DMRC had
also kept only 269 of the 682
entry-exit gates open due to
safety norms. At present, that
number has been increased to
447, amid improvement in
Covid-19 situation here.
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The CBI on Friday filed a
chargesheet against an

accused Rambhawan, resident
of Chitrakoot district (Uttar
Pradesh) and his wife
Durgawati before a court at
Banda (UP) in the case related
to sexual abuse of children.

A case was registered
against the accused person and
other unknown persons on
October 31 last year. It was
alleged that the accused per-
sons were involved in sexual
abuse of children in the dis-
tricts of Banda, Chitrakoot
and the surrounding areas in
Uttar Pradesh.

Apart from the physical
abuse of these children, the
accused also allegedly record-
ed their acts using their mobile
phones, laptops and other elec-
tronic devices.

It was further alleged that
these photographs and video
films containing child sexual
abuse material were pub-
lished/transmitted by the
accused using the facility of
Internet. It was also alleged that
the accused used Darkweb for
sale, transmission and sharing
of such child sexual abuse
material (CSAM) content with
other individuals.

Searches were earlier con-
ducted at the residence of
accused which led to the recov-
ery of cash of Rs 8 lakh, mobile
phones, laptops, web-camera
and other electronic storage
devices including Pen Drives /
Memory Cards and several sex
toys.
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In a move for better planning,
monitoring, policy making,

strategy formulation and
smooth implementation of
schemes, the Centre is in the
process of developing one of
the largest publicly funded dig-
ital database with land records
— to make over 120 million
farmers visible online to
agribusinesses, such as insur-
ance firms, credit companies,
seed sellers, logistics operators,
and supermarkets. “The data of
4.3 crore farmers linked with
land records have already been
verified and the database would
be unveiled shortly,” the min-
istry said in a statement.

The project is being imple-
mented under the National e-
Governance Plan in
Agriculture (NeGPA). “The
data of 4.3 crore farmers linked

with land records have already
been verified and the database
would be unveiled shortly,” the
ministry said in a statement.

The centralized Farmers
Database shall be useful for
various activities like issuing
soil health cards, dissemination
of crop advisories to the farm-
ers, precision farming, smart
cards for farmers to facilitate e-
governance, crop insurance,
settlement of compensation-
claims, grant of agricultural
subsidies, community/village
resource centres etc. “A digital
farm economy could give the
sector a shot in the arm,” offi-
cials said.

According to Census 2011,
India had 118.9 million culti-
vators. Nearly half of all Indians
depend on a farm-based
income, and there are slightly
over 140 million agricultural
land holdings in the country.
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From Page 1
Twitter did not respond to

queries on the matter.
On February 4, Twitter

was asked to take down 1,178
accounts with links to Pakistan
and Khalistan supporters that
were spreading misinformation
and provocative content relat-
ed to farmers’ protest.

Prior to that, the govern-
ment had sought blocking of
257 tweets and handles in con-
nection with the agitation by
farmers over the new agricul-

tural laws. Twitter had com-
plied with the orders only to
restore the accounts hours later.

Twitter on Wednesday
morning had said it has sus-
pended over 500 accounts and
blocked access to several oth-
ers within India, but main-
tained that it would not block
accounts of “news media enti-
ties, journalists, activists and
politicians” as doing so “would
violate their fundamental right
to free expression” guaranteed
under the country’s law.

It, however, yielded to the
orders later after the crucial
meeting on Wednesday
evening.

In a statement after the
meeting, IT Ministry had stat-
ed that the microblogging plat-
form had been asked to take
strong action against “well-

coordinated” campaigns
“designed to create disharmo-
ny and unrest” in the country.

Monique Meche, Twitter
Vice President Global Public
Policy and Jim Baker, Deputy
General Counsel and Vice
President Legal, had affirmed
Twitter’s commitment towards
following Indian laws and rules.

The executives had also
requested for better engage-
ment between the Indian gov-
ernment and the company’s
global team. Sources said
Twitter’s latest move to block
the flagged accounts is itself a
validation that the govern-
ment’s orders were backed by
sound reasoning and logic.

The government had made
it clear that it will not negoti-
ate with the platforms while
insisting on compliance with its

orders as it believed that a pri-
vate commercial entity in India
cannot unilaterally decide on
public law and order, ignoring
the democratic values of the
country.

IT Ministry was of the
view that Twitter, being an
intermediary, was required to
take immediate action after
receiving the government’s
notice to block handles, but did
not move with haste to take
down “atrocious” hashtags and
“incendiary” content even
amid a volatile situation.

IT Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad had recently empha-
sised that the government is all
for freedom of speech and
expression and that it remains
investor-friendly, but disre-
specting democratic values is
not acceptable.
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A39-year-old Delhi Police
sub-inspector ended his

life while he was being taken to
a hospital in an ambulance,
officials said on Friday. 

The deceased has been
identified as Rajbir Singh. He
was posted in southeast district
lines and was mentally
unsound, they said.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Southeast) RP Meena
said, "An information was
received that Singh has ended
his life by hanging himself
with a piece of cloth in a CATS
ambulance which was taking
him to a hospital for admission
from his house."

He had been on leave for
five days and was marked
absent on Friday morning at
District Line, he said.

According to the police,
Singh called the CATS ambu-
lance from his residence and was
taken to the DDU hospital but
doctors refused to admit him

there.  Thereafter, another CATS
ambulance took him to the
Institute of Human Behaviour
and Allied Sciences (IHBAS)
hospital but due to absence of an
attendant, doctors refused to
admit him here too, police said.
Thereafter, the same ambulance
took him to Guru Teg Bahadur
hospital where doctors asked the
ambulance in-charge to get a slip
prepared for the medicolegal
cases (MLC).

During that time, Singh
became aggressive and started
running around in the hospi-
tal premises. When he insisted
on going to IHBAS again, the
ambulance in-charge tried to
pacify him, a senior police
officer said.

However, finally when they
were heading towards IHBAS
again, Singh ended his life inside
the CATS ambulance by hang-
ing himself with the help of the
curtains and spring wire while
the vehicle was still inside the
premises of Guru Teg Bahadur
hospital, the officer said.
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From Page 1
A portion of the Nanda

Devi glacier broke off in
Uttarakhand’s Chamoli district
on Sunday, triggering an
avalanche and a deluge in the
Alaknanda river system that
washed away hydroelectric sta-
tions and endangered lives of
people living along the banks.

According to WIHG, a
mass of rock weakened over a
period of time due to freezing
and thawing of snow must
have led to the creation of a
“weak zone” triggering its col-
lapse which brought down sed-

iments. The avalanche was also
accompanied by a thick pack of
snow and ice that overlaid the
rock surface, it stated.

This resulted in the for-
mation of a temporary dam
that eventually breached, caus-
ing the deadly floods in
Chamoli district on Sunday.

The incident occurred
adjacent to the Raunthi glaci-
er. The area also has glaciers
that feed the Rishi Ganga river,
which ultimately joins the
Dhauli Ganga.

The steep slopes of the
mountains in the region further

increased the intensity of the
crash. The stretch of the
avalanche was about three
kilometres with an average
slope of 37 degrees, before
reaching the “Raunthi
Nala/Gadhera” floor at an alti-
tude of about 3,600 metres.

Meanwhile, Chamoli
District Magistrate Swati S
Bhadauria said an eight-mem-
ber team of the scientists of the
Geological Survey of India has
been formed to inspect the lake
and submit its report to the dis-
trict administration at the ear-
liest.
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From Page 1
He pointed out that local

media like Dinamalar are full
of news about how the AMMK
leadership spent �190 crore for
arranging the 23-hour road-
show from 
Bangalore to Chennai as part of
Sasikala’s return to the 

capital city.
“Not even a single district

secretary had called on her to
date. We have to wait and
watch for events to unfold,” said
Srenivasan who said Edappadi
Palaniswami has shown his
mettle during the last four
years.
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From Page 1
“Trivedi has left the party

not responding to the call of his
“Antar Atma (soul) but Pret
Atma (ghost) and he will be
rejected by the people in this
State,” Roy who was most vocif-
erous against the former
Railway Minister said.

Trinamool MP Kakoli
Ghoshdastidar said that Trivedi
left the party after a deal with
the BJP. “He must have been

promised more by the BJP and
so he has left the Trinamool,”
Dastidar said while her Lok
Sabha colleague Kalyan
Banerjee called him a “Gaddar”
(traitor) like those other lead-
ers who left the TMC in the
past few months.

Speaking with ANI, BJP
General Secy Kailash
Vijayvargiya said if Trivedi
wants to join Bharatiya Janata
Party, we will welcome him.
“Not just Dinesh Trivedi, who-
ever wants to do honest work,
cannot stay in Trinamool
Congress”, Vijayvargiya added. 

Deputy Chairman
Harivansh Narayan Singh said
there is a due process for
resigning from the House and
asked Trivedi to submit his res-
ignation in writing to the chair-
man.
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Four people died and about
13 others were injured when

a bus carrying over 20 passen-
gers fell into a gorge at
Anantagiri near Araku in
Visakhapatnam district, a
senior police official said on
Friday.

"We have received infor-
mation that four people died.
The bus carrying them fell
into a gorge. Our teams have
reached the spot for rescue
operations," Visakhapatnam
range DIGRanga Rao told PTI.

Another senior police offi-
cial said rescue operations by
the National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF), police, medical
staff and state Fire Service per-
sonnel were on.

The injured were being
shiftedto Visakhapatnam for
better treatment, Andhra
Pradesh Minister A Srinivas
told reporters.

According to locals, the
passengers were natives of
Telangana who were on a visit

to Araku, a hill station.
A survivorsaid they were

from Hyderabad and visited
Araku. She said the driver was
apparently inexperiencedin dri-
ving on a ghat road.

Chief Ministers of Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana K
Chandrashekhar Rao, also
known as KCR, and Y S Jagan
Mohan Reddy, in separate
statements, expressed shock
over the accident.

Jagan, in a statement,
expressed shock and grief over
the mishap.

The Chief Minister con-
veyed his condolences to the
bereaved family members and
wished speedy recovery of the
injured," the statement said.

KCR, in a statement,
expressed anguish over the
deaths. Minister of State for
Home G Kishan Reddy too
expressed grief.
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Chief of Army Staff Gen MM
Naravane on Friday said

China's rising footprints in India's
neighbourhood and its attempts
to unilaterally alter the status quo
along disputed borders have cre-
ated an environment of "con-
frontation and mutual distrust".
In an address at a seminar, he also
said that "Sino-US" rivalry has
created regional imbalances and
instability.

He further observed that the
regional security environment is
characterised by the Chinese
"belligerence" in the Indo-
Pacific, its hostility towards
weaker nations and its relentless
drive to create regional depen-
dencies through initiatives like
the Belt and Road Initiative.

"The rising footprints of
China in India's neighbour-
hood and its attempts to uni-
laterally alter the status-quo
along our disputed borders
have created an environment of
confrontation and mutual dis-
trust," the Army chief said.

His comments came in the

midst of the disengagement
process between Indian and
Chinese armies in Pangong
Tso areas in eastern Ladakh
where the two sides have been
locked in a nine-month stand-
off. Referring to geo-political
developments in the region,
Gen Naravane talked about
increasing Chinese investment
in Nepal and the period of
political volatility that the
country was going through.

In his address, the Army
chief also stressed on unleash-
ing the potential of the
Northeastern region as part of
measures to balance the influ-
ence of China. 

"Regional and internal con-
nectivity is acutely linked to
security. It is central to unleash-
ing the potential of the
Northeast and balancing the
influence of China. 

"With failure to deliver on
promises, delivery deficit has
plagued our efforts at improv-
ing regional connectivity. The
Kaladan multimodal transport
project and the trilateral high-
way have both seen cost and

time overruns," he said.
On the internal front, Gen

Naravane said infrastructure
development has been marred
by numerous challenges,
adding involvement of multiple
agencies and varied sources of
funds coupled with environ-
mental factors remain a major
stumbling block. 

"There is a need for an apex
body to coordinate multi-
agency efforts," he said. The
Army chief also said that there
has been encouraging improve-
ment in the internal security
situation in the Northeast. 

"As you can see, the states
of Mizoram, Tripura,
Meghalaya and large parts of
Assam are practically free from
insurgency. The violence levels
have also significantly gone
down over the years," he said. 

He said while "relentless oper-
ations" by the security forces and
proactive policies by the govern-
ment have laid the foundation,
favourable external environment
with Myanmar and Bangladesh
has struck at the roots of the insur-
gent organisations.
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ADelhi policeman was
injured after he was

allegedly beaten up by some
people at the Tikri border
where he went on Friday to
paste posters of missing farm-
ers, officials said.

The policeman, identified
as Jitender Rana, is posted at
Nangloi police station. He

received injuries to his head
and other body parts, they
said. The policeman had gone
to the protest site at Tikri bor-
der to paste posters of protest-

ing farmers who had gone
missing since the violence that
broke out on Republic Day
during the tractor parade rally,
a senior police officer said.

The injured policeman was
rushed to a nearby hospital
where he is undergoing treat-
ment, he said.

An FIR has been registered
in the matter and an investi-
gation is underway, he added.

5�������*���������*����%�!���������1�2''�����

���
:*��<��!6�
�-�6,�8��-

!+
'�,�6-�4
�!6!�
�+
:*+,�-
!,
�!65�*�
:*��<�
+,!,�*6#
��
4�<��;�-

�67�4��+
,*
��+
��!-
!6-
*,��4
 *-=
:!4,+



����������������������������� ���� ����� !"#�$%$!

����
��)�����
� ��=���>?�

A25-year-old man was
allegedly stabbed to death

by five men following a quar-
rel at a birthday party in outer
Delhi’s Mangolapuri area. The
family of victim, Rinku
Sharma, alleged that he was
killed over communal angle
while police denied the claims
and said that they are investi-
gating the incident with all
angles. Security in the area was
beefed up to maintain law and
order situation in the area.
Delhi Police teams kept mon-
itoring the situation by drones
during the day as tension was
palpable in the area.

Police said that the five
accused identified as Zahid,
Mehtab, Danish, Tassudin and
Islam, residents of the
Mangolapuri area, have been
arrested. Police said that Zahid,
Mehtab, Danish and Islam
were arrested on Thursday
while Tassudin was nabbed on
Friday.

Rinku, an activist of BJP’s
Yuva Morcha and Vishva
Hindu Parishad (VHP) got
into a heated argument with
five men at a birthday party on
Wednesday night. Police said
that the four accused later

went to victim’s house and
stabbed him with a knife.

“So far, during investiga-
tion it has surfaced that quar-
rel started during a birthday
party over shutting down of a
restaurant. All persons are
known to each other and live
in the same locality. Any other
motive alluded to this incident
is factually wrong,” Delhi Police
stated in tweets.

However, Rinku’s brother,
Manu Sharma said, “We don't
have any food shop. They even
fought with us after we went for
a donation drive for Ram
Mandir on August 5 and since
then they wanted to quarrel
with us.” 

Meanwhile, OP Mishra,

the Joint Commissioner of
Police appealed to people to
avoid rumour-mongering since
it is a sensitive issue and said
that police teams are investi-
gating the incident while five
accused has been arrested.

According to a senior
police official, on Wednesday
night, when both the victim
and accused men were attend-
ing the birthday party, an argu-
ment broke out between them
over their food joints in Rohini.

“They also slapped and
threatened each after which
they left. The two parties had
similar tussles over the same
issue sometime back as well.
Later, all the five men went to
Sharma’s house where he along
with his elder brother were
already standing outside with
sticks in their hands. A scuffle
broke out between the two
sides again during which the
accused stabbed Sharma and
fled from the spot,” said the

police official.
“Rinku was bleeding pro-

fusely and rushed to a nearby
hospital where he succumbed
to his injuries. During investi-
gation, it emerged that both the
parties had opened their
respective eateries in nearby
areas in Rohini in October last
year. But both were incurring
losses and had to be closed
down. The two parties blamed
each other for the losses and
often had heated arguments
over the issue,” said the police
official.

Rinku’s brother, Manu
Sharma said that his brother
had gone to a birthday party
and he was chased back on his
return, then dragged outside
the house and stabbed.

The kin of the deceased
claimed that Rinku had donat-
ed blood to the wife of one the
accused over an year ago. 

The VHP leaders claimed
that Sharma was associated
with the organisation and was
killed because he was collect-
ing donations for Ram Temple
at Ayodhya. “We urge the
administration to arrest the
culprits without delay and
ensure strictest punishment to
them,” said VHP joint general
secretary Surendra Jain.
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Scores of farmers from
Uttarakhand and western

Uttar Pradesh reached at
Ghazipur border and joined
other farmers protesting there
for over 75 days against the
Centre’s farms laws.

The farmers leaders at
Ghazipur, one of the protest
sites, said that the farmers
from the Terai region of
Uttarakhand will also take part
in the ongoing agitation on the
Ghazipur border and they will
also pay tribute to Navrita who
was killed during the tractor
parade on 26 January.

Jagatar Singh Bajwa, a
member of the Ghazipur
Movement Committee, said
that about 10 thousand people
are expected to reach the venue
of the agitation.

The process of reaching the
farmers sitting on dharna car-
rying food items, water and
other items is going on. BKU
spokesperson Rakesh Tikait
said that he would take legal
action against the channels
running the baseless news.

Tikait thanked the people
who were taking the logistics to
the movement site and bowed

over the water. On Thursday,
member of Ghazipur Kisan
Andolan Committee, Tejinder
Singh Birk appealed to farmers
to join the protest and also

asked people to inform them
about the upcoming programs
being organised by the
Samyukt Kisan Morcha.

Meanwhile, khap pan-
chayats have also joined the
protest and they are providing
the langar service at the protest
site. While the langar service
(Bhandara) has been started on
behalf of Desh Khap at the
movement site, on Thursday, a
truck from Dhangad Khap
reached the movement site
with food items.
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New Delhi: Delhi recorded
141 new Covid-19 cases and
two more deaths on Thursday,
while the positivity rate stood
at 0.22 per cent.

These new 141 cases came
out of the 63,022 tests con-
ducted the previous day,
according to the latest bulletin
issued by the Delhi health
department. The total number
of tests conducted the previous
day, included 41,077 RT-PCR
tests and 21,945 rapid antigen
tests, the bulletin said.

The infection tally in the

city rose to 6,36,670 and the
death toll mounted to 10,889
with three more fatalities,
authorities said. The tally of
active cases on Friday rose to
1,053.

The Delhi Government
has also increased Covid-19
vaccination sites to 265 from
existing 183 in the national
capital from February 11.

According to the bulletin
issued by the Delhi health
department, out of the total
number of 5770 beds in Covid
hospitals, 5,289 are vacant. SR
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The Delhi Traffic Police in
coordination with the

Delhi State Legal Services
Authority (DSLSA) will organ-
ise “Ghar Ghar Lok Adalat” at
all district court complexes of
the national Capital for smooth
settlement of traffic challans on
Sunday.

According to a senior
police official, the “Ghar Ghar
Lok Adalat” will be held at dis-

trict court complexes of Tis
Hazari, Saket, Karkardooma,
Patiala House, Rohini and
Dwarka on Sunday from 10 am
to 3.30 pm.

The Authority has taken
such an initiative for the first
time. In addition to the court
complexes, 33 other locations,
including community centres
and school premises, have also
been added to the list of venues
to carry out smooth settlement
of traffic challans, police said.
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The Delhi Police has arrest-
ed an advocate and his five

associates for allegedly posing
as representatives of an NGO
and extorting money from
employees of wine shops by
accusing them of selling liquor
to minors.

The accused identified as
Kumar Shashank (27), a resi-
dent of Neb Sarai, formed a
gang by roping in two person-
al security officers (PSOs) —
Naresh and Pardeep — a
bouncer named Neeraj (24),
driver Nitin (30) and
Shatrughan (21), who posed as
a customer at wine shops.

According to Atul Kumar

Thakur, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), South district, the mat-
ter came to light on Thursday
after an employee of one liquor
outlet approached the police
team deployed near a mall in
South Delhi's Saket area.

“He informed police that
some people claiming to be
officials of the "International
Human Rights Commission"
had come to their shop and had
demanded money from the
manager after accusing him of
selling liquor to minors. They
also threatened of cancelling
their liquor license if their
demand was not met, the
employee told the police,” said
the DCP.
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The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) has decided not to

participate in any proceedings
of the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) ruled north corporation
untill the time mayor resign
from the post, senior party
leader Durgesh Pathak said
on Friday.

The AAP in charge of
municipal corporations,
Pathak on Thursday had
accused the BJP North Delhi
Municipal Corporation mayor
Jai Prakash of “illegally occu-
pying” land owned by the
Delhi Urban Shelter
Improvement Board (DUSIB).
However, the BJP refuted claim
saying that the mayor had
exposed them (AAP) and that

seems like the only reason for
them to stoop to personal alle-
gations now.

Pathak said that BJP mayor
Jai Prakash has claimed that he
took the DUSIB property on
rent from Oct 2020 but in real-
ity, the meter was installed in
Feb 2020. He said that all the
documents provided by North
MCD mayor are fraudulent.

The AAP leader said that
the Delhi BJP Chief Adesh
Gupta and organization secre-
tary Siddharthan should decide
whether they want to be at the
side of North MCD mayor or
not. Pathak further said that the
BJP-ruled North MCD showed
fake documents pertaining to
the DUSIB occupation of land,
Mayor should resign from his
post
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The Centre on Friday
rebuffed the Chhattisgarh

Government’s claim that Bharat
Biotech’s Covaxin had no
expiry date on its vials delivered
and that the jab had not com-
pleted the third phase trials,
hence doubting its efficacy.

Countering the inhibitions
raised by Chhattisgarh Health
Minister TS Singh Deo pub-
licly, Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan wrote to him
asking not to sensationalise a
“non-issue” and divert focus
instead to step up measures to
improve the “abysmally low
vaccination coverage” in the
State.

Deo had tweeted on
Thursday enclosing a letter to
the Centre about concerns of
the State regarding the incom-
plete third phase trials of the
vaccine and the absence of
expiration date on its vials
delivered.

He had also requested the
union government to halt the
supply of Covaxin to
Chhattisgarh until these issues
were addressed.

Harsh Vardhan has given a
detailed explanation in his let-
ter to Deo stating that all vac-
cines supplied to states were
“safe and immunogenic” and

should be used expeditiously.
The Congress-ruled state

had been expressing its reser-
vations about Covaxin since it
received the Emergency Use
Authorization(EUA) from
India’s drug regulator on
January 3. The vaccine is yet to
complete its third phase of tri-
als and is being used in clinical
trial mode under nationwide
Covid vaccination drive.

The Union Minister also
pointed out that the state’s per-
formance in vaccination cov-
erage was way behind schedule.

Harsh Vardhan said that
while Chhattisgarh has
“achieved 69.87 per cent cov-
erage of its Health Care
Workers by giving them the
first dose of the vaccine, the
state has been able to cover only
9.55% of its 2,09,512 Front
Line Workers through the first
dose of the vaccine”.

“Ample supplies of vac-
cines have been delivered to
Chhattisgarh against which
coverage of only 9.55% front-
line workers in the State is a
matter of grave concern. Sh. TS

Singh Deoji, rather than sen-
sationalising non-issues, kind-
ly focus on improving vaccine
coverage in the state,” Harsh
Vardhan tweeted

“You would appreciate that
this coverage needs to improve

significantly since adequate
quantities of both the vaccines
are available with the State,”
said the Union Health Minister
in the letter.

“Your concern regarding
unavailability of expiry date on

Covaxin vial is also complete-
ly unfounded and without basis
as the same is mentioned on
the label of vaccine vials,”
Vardhan wrote while he
attached a photo of a vial with
the label.
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Patients given preventive
blood thinning drugs (pro-

phylactic anticoagulants) with-
in 24 hours of admission to
hospital with Covid-19 are
less likely to die compared
with those who do not receive
them, a study published by The
British Medical Journal has
found.

Clinical trials are now
underway to see if prophylac-
tic anticoagulants could be an
effective treatment for covid-
19. In the meantime, the
researchers say these findings
provide strong real world evi-
dence to support their early use
among patients in hospital
with covid-19.

Some covid deaths are
believed to be due to blood
clots developing in major veins
and arteries. Anticoagulants
prevent blood clots forming
and have antiviral and poten-
tially anti-inflammatory prop-
erties, so might be particular-
ly effective in patients with
covid-19, but results from pre-
vious studies have been incon-
clusive.

Their findings are based
on data from the United States
Department of Veterans Affairs
for 4,297 patients (average age
68 years; 93% men) admitted
to hospital with covid-19
between 1 March and 31 July
2020.

Other potentially impor-
tant factors including age, eth-

nicity, underlying conditions,
medication history, weight,
and smoking status were taken
into account. The researchers
then followed these patients to
see who died or experienced a
serious bleeding event within
30 days of hospital admission.

A total of 3,627 (84.4%) of
patients received prophylactic
anticoagulation within 24
hours of admission and there
were 622 deaths (14.5%) with-
in 30 days.

Death at 30 days was
14.3% among those who
received prophylactic antico-
agulation compared with
18.7% among those who did
not - a relative risk reduction
as high as 34% and an absolute
risk reduction of 4.4%.
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Over  77 lakh beneficiaries
have been vaccinated in

the country until now, includ-
ing 2,61,309 people who were
inoculated till 6 pm on Friday,
the Union Health Ministry has
said.

It said that of the total
77,66,319, 58,65,813 benefi-
ciaries are healthcare workers,
constituting 58.9 per cent of
the target number. As many as
19,00,506 frontline workers
have received anti-Covid jabs
so far, that is 21.2 per cent of
the government’s target.

In addition to this, the
number of hospitalisations
recorded as part of Covid-19
vaccination is 33, of which, 21
have been discharged from
hospital, two are under treat-
ment and 10 deaths were seen.

“Percentage of hospitali-
sation as against total vacci-
nations constitutes 0.0004 per
cent,” the ministry said.

“The new event of hospi-

talisation reported in the last
24 hours is a case of anaphy-
laxis, which was treated at
Murshidabad Medical College
and Hospital in West Bengal
and has been since discharged
from the hospital,” it added.

The ten States with the
highest number of vaccina-
tions on Friday are: Uttar
Pradesh (68,135),
Maharashtra (24,946),
Madhya Pradesh (21897),
Jammu and Kashmir (17,900),
West Bengal (17,609), Gujarat
(16,069), Karnataka (13,741),
Chhattisgarh (11,988),
Jharkhand (10,488) and
Odisha (7,279).

The Ministry’s Joint
Secretary Mandeep Bhandari
said that scheduling for all

healthcare workers for vacci-
nation has to be carried out by
20 February. Mop up rounds
for the healthcare workers
shall be completed to end by
25 February.

“For the frontline workers,
scheduling for vaccination at
least once is fixed for 1 March.
Mop up round for those who
couldn’t be vaccinated for any
reason, should be covered lat-
est by 6 March,” said Bhandari.

Meanwhile, India has
reported 9,309 new Covid-19
cases in the last 24 hours, tak-
ing the cumulative count of
people infected with the virus
in the country to 1,08,80,603.
Besides these new cases,
15,858 recoveries were report-
ed in the country in the same
period.

The total count includes
1,35,926 active cases and
1,05,89,230 recoveries, the
Ministry said adding that the
Covid-19 death toll has
reached 1,55,447 with 87
deaths in the last 24 hours.
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Amid farmers’ protests and
mahapanchayats in

Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana and Punjab
to pressurise the Government
to repeal the farm legisla-
tions, the Supreme Court-
appointed expert committee
held another meeting with
12 farmers’ unions and Farm
Produce Organisations’
(FPOs) and representatives
of 18 State and Union
Territories of agriculture
departments and sought their
feedback over the farm legis-
lations. 

According to the agricul-
ture ministry, they not only
gave their frank views about
the agrarian laws but also gave
suggestions to improve the
implementation of the laws.
This was the second meeting
with FPOs. The Committee

has held nine round of delib-
erations with stakeholders
engaged directly or indirect-
ly in the agriculture sector so
far. The three-member com-
mittee has been holding con-
sultations with stakeholders,
both online and in person.

In a statement, the com-
mittee said it held its interac-
tions through video confer-
encing with farmers, farmer
unions and farmer producer
organisations (FPOs). “At
least 12 farm unions and
farmers from Andhra
Pradesh, Bihar, Jammu and

Kashmir, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Telangana, Uttar
Pradesh and West Bengal dis-
cussed the farm laws with
committee members through
video conferencing,” the com-
mittee said. “All the partici-
pating farmer unions, FPOs
and farmers gave their
detailed views and sugges-
tions on the three farm laws,”
the committee added.

All the nine deliberations
were held without participa-
tion of the 41 protesting farm-
ers’ unions. The protesting
farmers under the banner of
Sanyukt Kisan Morcha - has
refused to talk to the com-
mittee -continue to protest at
Delhi’s borders - Tikri, Singhu,
and Ghazipur for over 75
days. Union Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar categorically said that
the Union government is
ready for another meeting

only if the farmers want to dis-
cuss this proposal. 

According to officials, the
committee members had ear-
lier earlier interacted with
representatives of agriculture
departments’ of 18 states-
Andaman & Nicobar Islands,
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam,
Dadra and Nagar Haveli and
Daman & Diu,  Goa,
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu &
Kashmir, Karnataka, Kerala,
Maharashtra, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Delhi, Punjab,
Sikkim, Tamil Nadu and
Uttarakhand on Thursday.
Officials said that State
Government representatives
have hailed the farm laws
and also suggested some feed-
back to improve it.

At present,  the talks
between the Union
Government and the farmers’
unions have come to a stand-
still.
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The Centre on Friday said
that farmers’ unions never

agreed to discuss the farm
laws excepting for demanding
their repeal. The Centre further
stated that the National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) is facing a loss of
nearly Rs 1.8 crore every day as
it has been unable to collect
user fee at the affected public
funded toll plazas due to farm
stirs since November 26.

In a written reply to Rajya
Sabha, Union Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar said on Friday during
the 11th round of negotia-
tions, the government had
been requesting the agitating
farmers’ unions to discuss the
Farm laws clause by clause in
order to resolve their concerns
on the clauses bothering them.

“The Government had fur-

ther explained during the meet-
ings, the benefits including
legal validity pertaining to
recently enacted new Farm
laws. However, farmers’ unions
never agreed to discuss the
farm laws excepting for
demanding their repeal,”
Tomar said.

The question was asked by
MP Jharna Das Baidya on the
farmers protests on details of
time-bound proposal of gov-
ernment to overcome the
struggle of farmers to get their
lives back on track.

In response to an unstarred
question by Lok Sabha MP PC
Gaddigoudar, Union Road
Transport and Highways
Minister Nitin Gadkari stated
that some of the public fund-
ed toll plazas are non-opera-
tional owing to the farm
protests. 
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Congress MP Adhir Rahan
Chowdhury on Friday

sought in the Lok Sabha a clar-
ification from the Government
on the status of army’s posi-
tioning on Kailash range on the
Line of Control in Ladakh bor-
der following the de-escalation
agreement with China.

Raising the issue during
the zero hour, Chowdhury
asked the defence minister to
clarify about the status in the
Depsang region where he
alleged China had moved 18
kms inside Indian territory.

The Congress MP asked
whether the Indian army will
withdraw from heights of
Kailash range which they had
tactically “seized” during the
stand-off along the LAC. “Are
we to keep this advantage? Any
give and take policy,” he asked.

Chowdhury asked what is
the Government’s way to
remove China from Depsang ? 

The Congress MP was
interrupted by Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Arjun
Meghwal who said the Defence
Minister has given a statement
and the member should be
proud of the country’s  defence
forces.
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Raipur: The new industrial policy implement-
ed by the State Government under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel is
attracting investors. In the last two years, 1207
new industries have been established in the state,
a capital investment of 16 thousand 897 crore
has been made through these industries in the
state, in which more than 22 thousand people
have got direct employment. Similarly, a total of
104 MoUs for mega industrial projects have been
signed during this period. The proposed total
capital investment of these units is 42 thousand
714.48 crore, through which about 65 thousand
people will get employment.

It is noteworthy that in the last two years in
the state of Chhattisgarh, there has been a rapid
industrial development. To achieve this growth,
the state government not only implemented the
new industrial policy but also included amend-
ments in this policy as per the requirement of
the investors. The state government imple-
mented food processing policy along with the
establishment of food parks in the development
blocks of the state and also executed MoU for
this purpose.
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While the number of new
patients diagnosed with

Covid-19 on Friday came down
to 483 in Tamil Nadu, neigh-
bouring Kerala is being literal-
ly battered because of the pan-
demic. Kerala, which had been
declared as a State free of
Covid-19 as on May 8, 2020,
diagnosed 5,397 new patients
with the pandemic on Friday
with a Test Positivity Rate of
7.25.

The number of fatalities
registered in Tamil Nadu dur-
ing the last 24 hours stood at six
while 18 persons lost their lives
in Kerala due to  Coviod-19.
According to a release issued by
the office of Kerala’s Health
Minister, death toll is likely to
be high as the Government was
expecting some more results
from National Virology
Institute at Alappuzha.

While Tamil Nadu’s death
toll reached 12,408 mark by
Friday evening, Kerala regis-
tered 3,954 deaths till Friday.

Tamil Nadu has 4,285 Covid-19
patients across the State as on
Friday while Kerala, which had
claimed itself to be the global
leader in Covid-19 manage-
ment had 63,691  patients suf-
fering from the pandemic, said
the release from the health
minister’s office. There are 2.41
lakh persons in Kerala who are
under observation.

A release issued by Tamil
Nadu’s Directorate of Health
said that 142 new patients were
diagnosed on Friday with
Covid-19 while neighbouring

Chengalpattu registered 45 new
cases. Many districts recorded
zero cases of the pandemic on
Friday.

While this is being seen as
a big achievement by the Tamil
Nadu Government, medical
fraternity preferred caution. “It
can never be due to vaccination
as the vaccines are yet to reach
the population,” said Dr C V
Krishnaswamy,  veteran physi-
cian who has been tracking the
pattern of the Covid-19 since it
was reported first in 
India. 
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The administration in the Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir  has

been directed  by the Division Bench of
Jammu and Kashmir High Court to file its
response within a month listing out mea-
sures taken so far to identify and deport
illegal immigrants from Myanmar and
Bangladesh camping in the region. 

The directions were passed by the
Division Bench comprising Chief Justice
Pankaj Mithal and first Puisne Judge
Justice Ali Mohammad Magrey after hear-
ing advocates on behalf of the petitioner
Hunar Gupta who had filed a Public
Interest Litigation in the matter.

In contrast to this, it is business as
usual in the areas where the majority of
these illegal immigrants especially the
Rohingya population from Myanmar is
camping in Jammu.  

According to the Home department
estimates there are around 8000 Rohingyas

camping across three dozen locations in
and around Jammu and other district
headquarters in Jammu and Kashmir. 

Enterprising youngsters from
Myanmar have set up different shops sell-
ing household items, vegetables, ration,
and a variety of snacks to tease the taste
buds of Burmese nationals living in the
area.

A Fish market  which is located in the
temporary Rohingya colony on the out-
skirts of Jammu in Kiryani talab area

remains the focal point of attraction.
After returning from work majority of
Rohingyas converge at this place to
unwind and indulge in routine shopping.
There are kiosks where Rohingya youth
settle down, play games on their smart-
phones and indulge in chatting, sipping
coffee and munching their favorite snacks.

Kifayatullah, selling different vari-
eties of fish, told The Pioneer, “I am sell-
ing fish outsourced from New Delhi.He
said I travel on a regular basis to either
Ghazipur mandi in New Delhi or Mumbai
to book choicest varieties of fish and sell
it here. I earn 3000- 4000 on a daily basis
by selling different varieties of fish.Majority
of other Rohingyas earn their living by way
of selling scrap material, working as
labourers and laying cables, cleaning lanes
and drains under different contractors
engaged by the Jammu Municipal corpo-
ration. Womenwork in local factories
where dry fruits are segregated, packed and
cleaned inside godowns. 
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Hours after senior Trinamool
Congress leader Dinesh

Trivedi quit his party and Rajya
Sabha membership alleging
oppressive atmosphere in the
organization, TMC leaders
launched a scathing attack on
him for acting like a “typical
Gujarati middle man” betraying
Mamata Banerjee “because the
BJP might be giving him
more…”

The attack came amid
reports that Trivedi was joining
the BJP and might get a nomi-
nation in the Upper House
from Gujarat.

Trivedi, a trusted lieutenant
of the Chief Minister, on Friday
quit his party and resigned his
Upper House membership say-
ing he could no longer withstand
the muzzling atmosphere (in the
TMC) that not only choked his
voice but also did not allow him
to work.

While former Bengal

Minister Rajib Banerjee who last
week joined the BJP quitting the
TMC said more of his former
colleagues would desert the
Trinamool Congress State
Parliamentary Affairs

Minister Tapas Roy said
“his (Dinesh) status has never
been better than that of a polit-
ical go-between … a Gujarati
bania (businessman) as he is he
has acted like one,” adding “his
presence in the party had neither
benefited us nor his absence will
hurt the TMC.”Trivedi has left
the party not responding to the
call of his “Antar Atma (soul) but
Pret Atma (ghost) and he will be
rejected by the people in this
State,” Roy who was most vocif-
erous agaisnt the former Railway
Minister said.

Trinamool MP Kakoli
Ghoshdastidar said that Trivedi
left the party after a deal with the
BJP. “He must have been
promised more by the BJP and
so he has left the Trinamool,”
Dastidar said while her Lok

Sabha colleague Kalyan Banerjee
called him a “Gaddar” (traitor)
like those other leaders who left
the TMC in the past few
months. The Bengal ruling out-
fit has of late been plagued by
desertions with senior leaders
quitting the party one after the
other.

The State BJP promptly
reacted to Trivedi’s resignation
saying the senior leader was an
asset in any party and will
accept him if he wanted to join
the saffron outfit.

While Bengal BJP presi-
dent Dilip Ghosh said Trivedi
was always welcome in his party.
“He has been an honest person,
a good man trapped in a bad
party. He will be always welcome
in the party if he decides to do
so.” Party’s observer for Bengal
Kailash Vijayvargiya too sound-
ed enthusiastic about his joining
the saffron outfit saying “I hope
he comes and joins us for the
bigger cause that we are work-
ing for.”
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New Delhi/Patna: Bihar is all set
to prepare a strategy for climate
resilient and low carbon devel-
opment pathway with the sup-
port of the UN Environment
Programme (UNEP). An MoU
was signed by the Bihar
Government and UNEP on
Friday.

While Union Minister of
State, Environment, Forest and
Climate Change Babul Supriyo
graced the occasion as chief
guest on a virtual platform, the
agreement was reached in pres-
ence of Bihar Dy Chief Minister
Tarakishore Prasad, State
Environment Minister Neeraj

Kumar Singh, Principal
Secretary to Bihar Government
Dipak Kumar Singh (IAS) and
UNEP Country Head Atul Bagai
amongst various other repre-
sentatives from Centre, United
Nations, External Affairs
Ministry and Bihar Government
at the UN office in national
Capital. Satya S Tripathi, UN
Assistant Secretary-General was
also present. This UNEP sup-
ported initiative by the
Government of Bihar will also
pave the way for other States to
embark on this journey of cli-
mate resilience and low carbon
development.  PNS
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Shahjahanpur: Two sisters
allegedly committed suicide here
by consuming poison, following
a financial dispute.

The incident took place in
the Tilhar Police circle here.

Nisha, 22, and Gulafsha, 21,
consumed a poisonous sub-
stance on Wednesday night and
were rushed to a government
hospital in Tilhar where their
condition started deteriorating. 

Additional Superintendent
of Police (ASP) Sanjiv Bajpai said
the sisters were later shifted to
the medical college hospital,
but died during treatment on
Thursday.  IANS
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New Delhi: With the Centre
and Twitter continuing their
tussle, Information and
Broadcasting Minister Prakash
Javadekar on Friday joined
India's own micro-blogging
platform 'Koo', joining several
Ministers who have already
created their accounts on it.
While Railways and Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal was the
first Minister from the Modi
cabinet to join the Koo App,
Electronics and information
technology minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad, who too
joined the platform a few days
ago, on Friday thanked his
followers as his follower count
on the new app reached 5
lakh.

Making the announcement
through his Twitter handle,
Javadekar said, “I am now on
#Koo also, the #MakeInIndia
micro-blogging platform.
Follow me @prakashjavadekar
on #KooApp.” The application
was launched 10 months ago
but in the last few weeks it saw
a massive surge in user base as
Union ministers and govern-
ment departments have
endorsed the homegrown
microblogging platform amid
a spat with Twitter. 

“Great to have 5 Lakh fol-
lowers on Koo- an Indian
microblogging platform.
Thank you everyone for your
love and support
#VocalForLocal,” the IT min-
ister tweeted. PNS

New Delhi: Brushing aside the Opposition
charge that the NDA regime was promoting
“crony capitalism,” Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Friday took a dig at the Congress
for favouring a “damaad” (son-in-law). “Who
takes Mudra Yojana loans totalling more than
Rs 27,000 crore? Damaads?” she asked as she
outlined that the Government was committed
to the welfare of the people.  

Putting a spirited defence of her budget for
2021-22 tabled in Parliament on February one,
she said in the Rajya Sabha it has become the
opposition’s habit to constantly accuse the
Centre and spin a false narrative.

Replying to a debate on the budget in which
48 MPs from difference parties spoke, she said
Budget 2021-22 is the instrument through which
Aatmanirbhar Bharat is to be attained.

“It's a budget which clearly draws on the
experience, the administrative capacities and
also exposure that the Prime Minister had dur-
ing his long-elected tenure, both as Chief
Minister and as Prime Minister of this country,
known for his commitment towards develop-
ment, growth, and reforms. So these three things
are essentially infused in the budget which is
now speaking for itself in the sense that it is the
instrument through which Aatmanirbhar Bharat
is to be attained,” Sitharaman said.

On the often repeated charge of crony cap-
italism promoted by the present dispensation,
the minister said a false narrative was created
to say this government “works only for 
cronies.” PNS
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Government has put in place
punitive measures as also suc-
ceeded in recovering �1,05,773
crore of the total �1,72,565
crore through the IBC route.

However, it is imperative
that the Government continues
to improve the “ease of doing
business” (EoDB) for the “good
capitalists”. Budgets 2020 and
2021 have, through financial
and administrative reforms,
shown the intent to walk the talk
on eradicating tax terrorism by
implementing faceless assess-
ment and appeals, dispensing
with retrospective taxation,
decriminalising certain Sections
under the Companies Act,
improving the ease of filing
returns and reducing from six
years to three years the period
when tax cases can be reopened.

Besides improving the
EoDB parameters, it is equal-
ly important to lower the cost
of doing business. This is
achievable by not only keep-
ing the cost of credit low but
also by lowering electricity and
land rates, and by minimalis-
ing compliance procedures.

As the PM said: “Wealth
creators are most needed to
redistribute wealth or how else
will we give jobs?” India has
only 10 crore labourers in the
organised sector as against 40
crore in the unorganised sector
where they don’t have access to

any social safety net. The
Government has stretched its
limits of generating employ-
ment through schemes like
PMEGP, MNREGA, DDU-
GKY and the PM-Mudra Yojna.

Budget 2021 is infrastruc-
ture-led rather than consump-
tion stimulating as “it is esti-
mated that of the Government
spend of �1 on infrastructure,
�2.5 are generated in real econ-
omy”. To fund expenditure
instead of raising taxes, the
Centre will rely on off-revenue
sources like asset monetisation
and setting a realistic target for
disinvestment of �1,75,000
crore. Therefore, it needs to
incentivise the private sector to
bid for loss-making Public
Sector Units and encourage its
participation in infrastructure,
for which the Government
has raised capital expenditure
outlays by 34.5 per cent.

As global financial markets
are flush with liquidity, or “heli-
copter money”, and interest
rates are at their lowest, money
looks for a place for profitable
and risk-free deployment. So
this is the right time to focus on
attracting long-term debt cap-
ital by forming a Development
Finance Institution, much
needed for long gestation pro-
jects like infrastructure.

Besides, private growth
multipliers will come from

increased allocations towards
Productivity-Linked Incentive
(PLI) schemes in sunrise sec-
tors, while allocations towards
Fintech Hubs and Textile
Parks will bolster job creation.
But the key lies in speedy
implementation and ensuring
that the funds are released and
fully utilised in time.

Lastly, with formal jobs
shrinking, net new job growth
has been created by startups.
India needs 10 million jobs
annually, and current esti-
mates project that it will have
60,000 startups and 100 uni-
corns by 2025. The exponen-
tial growth of startups can be
seen by how India scaled up on
substituting imports with man-
ufacturing: From ventilators,
PPE kits, masks, sanitisers and
testing kits, to becoming the
vaccine supplier to the world.

With multiple reasons for
economic optimism, we must
get the “Vocal for local” indus-
try to thrive. And when we do
bag windfall profits, or are jolt-
ed by shocks, the Government
must continue with its sup-
portive policy and monetary
recalibrations as it has been
doing through 2020 by intro-
ducing mini-budgets.

(The writer is an author,
columnist and Chairperson,
NCFIL, at Niti Aayog. The
views expressed are personal).
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Sir—  Initially, China was against any probe
into COVID  outbreak from its soil. It is
clear that the World Health Organisation’s
(WHO’s) recent investigation to find the
origin of Coronavirus was not carried out
in the best of circumstances which leaves
a room for doubt. 

The timing of the fact-finding mission
creates suspicion as it has been carried out
as per Chinese convenience, including the
investigation itinerary. These look like
only attempts by the WHO to save its face
at the global level. Moreover, citing health
reasons the team led by the WHO was not
given free hand in its fact-finding proceed-
ings. Had China been truly transparent and
WHO been given a fair opportunity to
unearth the origin of the Coronavirus at a
time the deadly virus is undergoing muta-
tions across the globe, it would have
placed the world in a safer position.   

China will never reveal the actual inci-
dents that have led to the spread of the virus.
The whole proceedings helped China to
wash its hands of its sins. The world is fight-
ing COVID and countries like India have
put all their weight against it. India and
other nations should pressure the WHO for
conducting a free and fair investigation to
find out the truth. 

V Nagendra Kumar  | Hyderabad 
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Sir —American President Joe Biden and his
team have been on an action spree, taking
serious steps to reverse all these ill-con-
ceived strategies and policies of his prede-
cessor.  No doubt such good deeds need the
media attention apart from deserving
appreciation, the decision to re-engage with
the United Nations Human Rights
Commission (UNHRC) being the latest.
Here the Biden team’s penchant for a string
of multilateral activities deserves special
attention. 

Biden is a seasoned politician and his
policies show his mature mind, contrary to
Donald Trump who had scattershot poli-
cies and was nothing more than a “butt of
a joke”. Similarly, the Biden team’s attention

to social factors like equality, humanity and
,above all, democracy is something worthy
of appreciation and emulation by others.
Way to go, indeed!  

To conclude, the so-called charges of
lackadaisical attitude and other accusations
rampant on the Geneva-based Commission
should be looked into sincerely. Starting
now, many more good things will emerge
from the UNHRC with the presence of
mature and sincere regimes like the Biden
Administration. Biden offers hope to the
world and all countries should cooperate
with America’s endeavour to maintain
peace and prosperity across the globe.  

P Senthil Sarvana Durai | Mumbai
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Sir —  The prices of domestic gas, petrol
and diesel have increased under the BJP
regime at the Centre and have already
reached the saturation point for common
people who have already been devastated
by the COVID-19 pandemic. Now the
prices of all essential items and commodi-

ties are also expected to increase exorbitant-
ly. This will break the back of  common peo-
ple and land them into the vicious cycle of
loan and interest repayment. It may lead to
unrest in the country and turn the citizens
against the elected Government. 

If that happens, it will be against the
interests of the BJP who will lose the next
elections for sure. Indian economy has been
badly hit by the pandemic; instead of help-
ing the people in such an hour of crisis, the
Government is making things more diffi-
cult for its citizens. 

The prices of commodities should be
reasonable so that even common people
with meagre income can afford these and
lead a peaceful life. It is high time the
Government took strong measures to con-
trol the prices, else our country will go back
in time 10-15 years. We are watching
patiently. 

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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It was heartening to hear

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi speak up in Parliament
in defence of wealth creators.

This must be as motivational in
boosting the confidence of India
Inc as was the PM’s catchphrase of
being “Vocal for local” for domes-
tic manufacturers. “The culture of
abusing the private sector is not
acceptable any longer,” Modi said
in his reply on the motion of
thanks to the President’s address.

This was indeed a bold rebut-
tal to the “andolan-jeevis” (profes-
sional protesters) who continue to
criticise pro-corporate reforms
and resist agri reforms, which
even the US and Canada official-
ly asked for through the WTO
fora. The Opposition’s objections?
That “this Government works
only to benefit the Big Boys”. Let’s
put it in perspective: It’s the Big
Boys of India Inc, just like the Big
Boys who comprise the Internet
Giants of the US, who have had
a multiplier effect in creating
jobs, contributing towards the
GDP and paying taxes.

Isn’t this the Modi we all voted
for in 2014? As a contender, he
promised transformation and
more employment avenues for the
aspirational youth. While Modi
combined Hindu cultural nation-
alism with economic growth, he
never built his campaign on a lim-
ited and sectarian ideology, but
promised universal prosperity.

Flashback to 2013 when
Chief Minister Modi hit the
campaign trail to become the
Prime Minister. What was the
key differentiator between him
and the incumbent Congress-led
UPA? That Modi was an able
administrator, a business-friend-
ly CM whose Gujarat model
sparked hopes of replicating a
similar paradigm at the Centre;
that Modi came unencumbered
from the baggage of family,
dynasty or corruption and that he
vowed to shake off the decision-
making inertia UPA2 had sunk
to as it was steeped in charges of
corruption and cronyism.

Cut to 2021. It’s time to aban-
don the socialist mindset of the
1970s and take pride in wealth
creation. For the “bad capitalists”,
the tax evaders and wilful default-
ers of the UPA2 era who contin-
ued to ever-green their loans, the
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Whatever semblance of democracy Myanmar
had, was blown off in a coup d’état by the
Army on February 1. The erstwhile Burma

is again under the shadow of military Government
or Junta. The Army took control of the power cor-
ridors and detained the elected leader, Aung San Suu
Kyi, President Win Myint and other leaders and
activists. 

Coup d’état, no matter where, is always bad news
for democracy and cause for concern the world over.
With military generals ruling the roost, people lose
whatever little control they have over the
Government. Whenever Army, which is neither
trained to govern nor sensitive to the people’s aspi-
ration and deamands, takes control, it does what it
is best trained to do — crush anyone coming in its
way and rule with an iron fist. However, what hap-
pened in Myanmar under the democratic regime was
no less disturbing. The country’s democratic
Government did not help its people in any way. It
only perpetrated a reign of terror to which the world
turned a blind eye. They might have thought that
democracy will take care of it. Ironically, it didn’t.

It tarnished the image of democracy and left peo-
ple’s faith shaken to the core. Now when country is
under the direct control of the Junta, the army gen-
erals would have to act more responsibly. Else, they
risk a serious backlash which the military regime
might not like, nor afford. There are all-round
protests in the country. The army is facing flak from
the international community in no less measure. Its
well-crafted schism between Buddhists and
Rohingyas may not be enough to legitimise it. The
protests going on for days have now led to the vir-
tual siege of the Capital. 

The Army has ruled the country for more than
50 years after the coup in 1962. Burma attained inde-
pendence in 1948 from the British rule. It is the poor-
est country in the region. About a quarter of the pop-
ulation lives in abject poverty. Though it is a resource-
rich country, its economy is one of the least devel-
oped in the world and poverty is rampant, thanks
to decades of financial mismanagement and serious
corruption. Myanmar is ranked 137 in the
Corruption Perception Index by the Transparency
International among 180 countries. Burma spends
the lowest percentage of its Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) on healthcare. Its standard of healthcare is
very poor and so is the standard of living. In such
a grim situation, the time-tested formulae of divid-
ing people on religious lines was used by both mil-
itary regime and democratic Government. Dividing
the people on religious lines not only legitimises the
rule but also diverts the attention of people. The Junta
did that and managed to rule for half a century.

Burma has Buddhist majority. The army played
smart by coaxing the Buddhists and portraying
Rohingyas as the enemies of the State. Thaw Bi Ta,
a popular militant Buddhist monk, justifies ethnic
cleansing and supports army action. He backs even
the killing and torturing of innocent Rohingyas. He
declared that “true nationalism” lies in the “univer-
sal declaration of Buddhist truths,” who he consid-
ers superior to the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights by United Nations. Thaw Bi Ta is from the
military-patronised Sitagu Sangha. The Sitagu
gives Myanmar military commanders textual jus-
tifications from the Buddhists scriptures for killing
the “non-believers”. 

Because of the propaganda by Thaw Bi Ta and

others, the Buddhists who opposed
the army till the late eighties have now
turned pro-army in their approach.
Today many Sanghas defend all the
army misdoings in Rakhine State. The
army courting the Buddhists has cost
Rohingyas their life and liberty. 

The other fallout of this coup has
been a shocker for Aung San Suu Kyi.
For her, it would be an eye-opener, a
time to introspect and ponder over
her acts as the Prime Minister. Suu
Kyi had told Reuters in 2018 that the
relationship with the military was
“not that bad” and that the Generals
in her cabinet were “rather sweet”!
Sometimes poetic justice is delivered
sooner than imagined. It must be
even more disconcerting when it is
delivered by the very set of the peo-
ple that she first stood against and
then went on to defend. 

To put things in perspective,
Aung San Suu Kyi spent good 15
years of her life in jail. All her tenure,
Suu Kyi followed and defended the
army programmes and pogroms.
The ardent champion of democracy
who won the Nobel Peace Prize never
put her foot down to stop the army.
Worst, she was a mute spectator to the
genocide of Rohingya Muslims. She
silently witnessed the slaughtering
and mass exodus of the minority. 

Further, Suu Kyi drew flak for her
failure to address the country’s eco-
nomic and ethnic problems. It was
not expected of someone who spent
15 years in detention and fought a
long and arduous battle. She is said
to have extensively read Buddhist lit-
erature, the religion she was born into.

But she failed to practise what she
read. It was good riddance to bad rub-
bish. At least the army might be a lit-
tle conscious about its actions. The
buffer provided by the democratic
setup is no more there. The Junta
might be a little more sensitive to the
international community which is
already outraged.  It is interesting to
note how the international commu-
nity is alarmed when the garb of
democracy is blown off, no matter
how flimsy. New Zealand has
snapped ties with Myanmar. The US
has imposed sanctions. However,
no one was much concerned during
the ethnic cleansing of Rohingyas,
except for a few human rights organ-
isations. 

An Amnesty International report
noted: “The military committed
serious human rights violations,
including war crimes, in Kachin,
Rakhine, and the Shan States. The
Government made no progress in
creating conditions conducive for the
return of the 740,000 Rohingya
women, men, and children who
fled to Bangladesh beginning in
August 2017.” At that time no one
cared to intervene or put sanctions
in place. Life went on as the human
crisis swelled. Rohingyas who
remained in Rakhine State lived
under apartheid. 

Almost a million of Rohingyas
had left their country where they
were disfranchised and stripped of
their basic human rights. Many
made it to Bangladesh while other
succumbed to the tedious journey.
When Bangladesh couldn’t take

them in anymore, they made it to
India and other countries. Human
rights violations transcend borders
and they cannot be brushed aside
arguing that it is an internal affair of
some nation. 

There is another reason that
Burma would emerge as a better
country after this coup. It is to do
with realpolitik. The American and
European Union’s (EU) involvement
is surely going to make a difference
here. Though China has  strategic
and economic interests, it did not
want a military regime that will make
it a pariah. The sanctions would hurt
Chinese economic interests and
investments. 

The US has imposed new sanc-
tions against Myanmar’s top military
officials who ordered the coup. US
President Joe Biden signed an exec-
utive order that allowed the Treasury
Department to also target the spous-
es and adult children of those being
sanctioned. Tens of thousands of
people took to the streets of Yangon
to join the protests, one of the
biggest gatherings since the February
1 coup.The sanctions name top mil-
itary commanders.

The move will prevent the gen-
erals from accessing more than $1bn
in Myanmar Government funds
held in the US. Now, Burmese,
including Rohingyas, would have a
better chance to be heard. The garb
of democracy had done more harm
than good to the country. It is all
there in front of everyone. Sometimes
democracy hurts as it did in
Myanmar. 
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The last year witnessed a
lot of developments in
A f g h a n i s t a n . O n

February 29 the Afghan insur-
gent group Taliban signed a
peace accord with the United
States (US) Government under
which all American troops will
have to leave the country by
May 2021 and, in return, the
Taliban has promised to not
allow the South Asian nation to
be used as a safe haven by the
jihadist groups. This agree-
ment raised hopes of bringing
permanent peace in the war-
torn country devastated by sec-
tarian strife, geopolitical tussle
and civil war. However, one year
down the line, the hope of the
Afghan people to see the light
at the end of the tunnel has
proved to be a mere façade.

Violence has increased
manifold, with almost daily
bomb blasts, assassinations,
attacks on military targets and
killing of innocent civilians. The

Afghan Government is helpless
and unable to cope with the sit-
uation and is apparently on the
verge of a collapse.The Islamic
State of Iraq and the Levant
(ISIS) has bolstered its strength
and displayed it by striking at
the military and civilian areas
located in the heart of the
Capital Kabul. 

The Joe Biden
Administration has announced
a fundamental shift in the pol-
icy with respect to Afghanistan.
It looks as if  it is trying to
change the status quo on the
ground. The subtle action of
reviewing the peace deal in
Afghanistan is the sign of a new
policy. The US is clearly con-
cerned with the deteriorating
law and order in the South
Asian nation as well as the
growing might of the Islamic
State of ISIS -Khorasan
Province (ISIS-K) which has
challenged the legitimacy of
both the Afghan Government

and the Taliban. If these indi-
cations are anything to go by,
the new American dispensation
can follow a three pronged
approach—First, recommit US
troops in massive numbers to
eliminate the menace of insur-
gency by the Taliban and
Haqqani network; at the same
time the Americans can impart
more training to the Afghan
troops and, if necessary, to the
ordinary citizens in the non-
Taliban areas to bolster their
defence against the Islamist
militants. Second, intensify
reconnaissance warfare against
the militants by ordering an
increase in the number of
drones and other precision
strikes to eliminate potential
militant hideouts which can
pose a threat to the
International Security
Assistance Force (ISAF) troops. 

Third, the fact that the
killers of the Wall Street jour-
nalist Daniel Pearl were acquit-

ted by the Pakistani Supreme
Court is a glaring example of
the travesty of justice on the
part of Pakistan’s judicial sys-
tem. The US President has
ordered the termination of all
arms transfer to Saudi Arabia
for its gruesome military cam-
paign in Yemen. This could be
an indication that the US is like-
ly to base its foreign policy with
the promotion of human rights

like the Carter administration;
Pakistan could be in trouble
over this stance. Fourth,
increasing fiscal support for the
already cash-strapped Afghan
Government but, at the same
time, demanding accountabil-
ity for the earlier help that they
received albeit in a surreptitious
manner.

This paradigm shift in
America’s Afghan policy pro-
vides New Delhi an opportuni-
ty to change the status quo on
the ground. Avinash Paliwal in
his book “My Enemy’s Enemy”
has argued that since 2001
India has provided more than
$3 billion in aid and develop-
mental projects to Afghanistan
,as a result of which India has
earned the goodwill of ordinary
Afghans. India should not miss
the opportunity to change the
situation in its neighbourhood.
New Delhi needs to take some
steps which include deploying
troops on the ground as a part

of the UN peacekeeping mis-
sions as India has gained rep-
utation across the world for its
endeavour to bring peace to
war-torn areas, be it during the
Yugoslavian civil war or in
war-ravaged Iraq. India needs
to increase its commitment
with respect to troop deploy-
ments to ensure peace in
Afghanistan while not taking
sides in the war.India also
needs to change its policy with
regard to the engagement with
Taliban, instead of recognising
the militants India must provide
tacit support  allowing the US
to make use of the  Logistics
Exchange Memorandum of
Agreement (LEMOA) for the
replenishment of its troops.  

India can also conduct a
few precision strikes against
Islamist militant targets,
although it would constitute a
violation of Afghan sovereign-
ty but India needs to do this in
the larger context of protecting

its own homeland and ordinary
Afghans from the clutches of
the Haqqani network, ISIS and
others. India needs to also
bring Pakistan to justice, it is
high time that the internation-
al community especially China
stop supporting the State spon-
sored terrorism and unani-
mously impose punitive sanc-
tions under the ambit of the
Financial Action Task Force
(FATF). 

New Delhi should not
waste this opportunity, because
bringing peace to Afghanistan
will not only help India in win-
ning the great game in the ter-
ror-ravaged South Asian nation
but will also brighten New
Delhi’s prospects in a country
which has vast untapped
reserves of natural resources .
As Sun Tzu famously observed:
“let your plans be dark and
impenetrable as night, and
when you move fall like a
thunderbolt”.
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Adraft cybersecurity law
due to be implemented in

Myanmar has raised protests
that it will be used to quash
dissent rather than protect
privacy. 

Human rights advocates
issued statements Friday urging
the country’s military leaders to
drop the plan and end internet
disruptions that have intensi-
fied since a Feb. 1 coup. 

The draft law shows the
military’s intent to “perma-
nently undermine internet
freedom in the country,” said
Matthew Bugher, head of the
Asia program for the group
Article 19, which issued a state-
ment condemning the plan
along with the Open Net
Association and the
International Commission of
Jurists.

Internet service providers
and others were given until

Monday, Feb. 15, to respond to
the proposed law.

“It is telling that controlling
cyberspace is one of the top pri-
orities of the Myanmar mili-
tary, which seized power
through an illegitimate coup
d’etat only last week,” said Sam
Zarifi, the International
Commission of Jurists’ secre-
tary general. 

“The military is used to
having total power in
Myanmar, but this time they
have to face a population that
has access to information and
can communicate internally
and externally,” he said. 

The military’s seizure of
power and arrest of national
leader Aung San Suu Kyi and
other members of her National
League for Democracy party
have sparked massive peaceful
protests across the country,
despite efforts by authorities to
enforce order by disrupting
internet services. 

San Diego: The Biden admin-
istration on Friday announced
plans for tens of thousands of
asylum-seekers waiting in
Mexico for their next immi-
gration court hearings to be
allowed into the United States
while their cases proceed.

The first of an estimated
25,000 asylum-seekers in
Mexico with active cases will be
allowed in the United States on
February 19, authorities said. 

They plan to start slowly
with two border crossings each
processing up to 300 people a
day and a third crossing taking
fewer. officials declined to
name them out of fear they
may encourage a rush of peo-
ple to those locations.

The move is a major step
toward dismantling one of for-
mer President Donald Trump’s
most consequential policies to
deter asylum-seekers from
coming to the US About 70,000
asylum-seekers were enrolled
in “ Remain in Mexico,” offi-
cially called “Migrant
Protection Protocols,” since it
was introduced in January
2019.

On Biden’s first day in
office, the Homeland Security
Department suspended the

policy for new arrivals. Since
then, some asylum-seekers
picked up at the border have
been released in the US with
notices to appear in court.

Biden is quickly making
good on a campaign promise to
end the policy, which the
Trump administration said was
critical to reversing a surge of
asylum-seekers that peaked in
2019. But the policy also
exposed people to violence in
Mexican border cities and
made it extremely difficult for
them to find lawyers and com-
municate with courts about
their cases.

“As President Biden has
made clear, the US government
is committed to rebuilding a
safe, orderly, and humane

immigration system,” said
Homeland Security Secretary
Alejandro Mayorkas. 

“This latest action is anoth-
er step in our commitment to
reform immigration policies
that do not align with our
nation’s values.” 

Homeland Security said
the move “should not be inter-
preted as an opening for peo-
ple to migrate irregularly to the
United States.” 

Administration officials
have said repeatedly that the
vast majority of people who
cross the border illegally are
quickly expelled under a pub-
lic health order in place since
the pandemic struck in March,
but releases of some asylum-
seeking families in Texas and
California has worked against
that messaging.

White House press secre-
tary Jen Psaki said Thursday
that she was concerned that
limited releases in the U.S.
May encourage others to cross
illegally because “we don’t want
people to put themselves in
danger at a time where it is not
the right time to come, because
we have not had time to put in
place a humane and moral
system and process.”  AP
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The 9-year-old Black girl sat
handcuffed in the backseat

of a police car, distraught and
crying for her father as the
white officers grew increasingly
impatient while they tried to
wrangle her fully into the vehi-
cle.

“This is your last chance,”
one officer warned. “Otherwise
pepper spray is going in your
eyeballs.” Less than 90 seconds
later, the girl had been sprayed
and was screaming, “Please,
wipe my eyes! Wipe my eyes,
please!” 

What started with a report
of “family trouble” in Rochester,
New York, and ended with

police treating a fourth-grader
like a crime suspect, has
spurred outrage as the latest
example of law enforcement
mistreatment of Black people. 

As the US undergoes a new
reckoning on police brutality
and racial injustice in the wake
of George Floyd’s death last
May, the girl’s treatment illus-
trates how even young children
are not exempt. 

Research shows Black chil-
dren are often viewed as being
older than they are, and are
more likely to be seen as threat-
ening or dangerous. Advocates
have long said that leads to
police treating them in ways
they wouldn’t dream of treating
white children. 
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Beijing: In an apparent tit for tat
move, China has banned BBC
World News from broadcasting
in the country for seriously vio-
lating its guidelines for report-
ing, China’s television and radio
regulator has announced.

The move comes a week
after Ofcom, the British media
regulator, revoked the license of
Chinese state-owned broad-
caster China Global Television
Network’s (CGTN) to broadcast
in the UK.

China has criticised the
BBC for its reporting on the
pandemic and the persecution
of ethnic minority Uighurs in
the restive Xinjiang province and
lodged a protest with the British
broadcaster. The BBC said it was
“disappointed” by China’s deci-
sion to ban it. 

The Chinese regulator, the
National Radio and Television
Administration (NRTA) has
made the announcement on
Thursday night on pulling BBC
World News off the air in the
country for serious content
violation.  PTI
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Colombo: For the first time, Sri
Lanka has reported the highly
contagious new variant of the
coronavirus found in the UK,
health authorities said on
Friday.

Dr Chandima Jeewandara,
Director of immunology and
molecular medicine of the Sri
Jayewardenepra University
here, said that the latest variant,
of B.1.1.7 lineage, is highly
contagious.

It was the third variant of
coronavirus to be detected in
the country, he said, mention-
ing four different locations
from where samples have been
tested positive for the new UK
variant. According to the health
authorities, the country is
recording over 800 COVID-19
cases on a daily basis.

In late January, with the
receipt of free vaccines from
India, the health ministry
launched a vaccination pro-
gramme for the frontline health
workers and the military. PTI 
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Washington: Donald Trump
cannot run for the presidency
again and Republicans were
wrong to support his campaign
to reverse the 2020 election
results, his former ambassador
to the UN and a longtime loy-
alist Nikki Haley said in an
interview published Friday.

Haley, a fervent backer of
the ex-president now on trial in
the Senate for encouraging
insurrection, told Politico
Magazine that she is “deeply dis-
turbed” by what has happened
to Trump since his election
defeat to Joe Biden.

“He’s not going to run for
federal office again,” Haley, who
served as Trump’s envoy to the
United Nations from 2017-2018,
said. The former South Carolina
governor dismissed speculation
that, to avenge his defeat and
second impeachment, Trump

will return to seek the presidency
in 2024.

“I don’t think he’s going to
be in the picture,” she said.

“I don’t think he can. He’s
fallen so far.”

Haley also criticized the
Republican Party for supporting
Trump’s campaign to reverse the
election, which led to the shock-
ing January 6 attack on Congress
by his supporters.

“We need to acknowledge
he let us down,” she told Politico.

“He went down a path he
shouldn’t have, and we should-
n’t have followed him, and we
shouldn’t have listened to him,”
she said. And we can’t let that
ever happen again.”

Haley confirmed to Politico
that she is considering her own
run for the presidency in 2024,
and said she had not spoken to
Trump since January 6. AFP

:���)���)��	
�"*������

�����
�*
�������)������

<.�����������A��������
*�**���
*����
��(

!��
������)��*�



'�	
(�)�������������������� ���� ����� !"#�$%$!

*���+�
������
�0�����
)��������
��������
��
	��
H��0
���,,!4!67!6� +����*
��+���
�
���*����
�����
��*�������&����

�&���H
������������������>*���)
�=�	���%���
�$����%�=
����

�
�����
�����"7�?������������������
*�������%��
����
�����34���
.<�'��'�1�"��������%����13���
���
��)
����
���&����
'�������
��

*�����'��������%�
8��
��
������*�*
���)
����*�
����&���
���
��*��*
�����������������������
���
*��
�'�

��)�
��
�)
�������
����
��
��)�(��
���
�(���(��)����
����������&���������
8�
��
�*
���
������*����
������
��*����������������������
���
��*���*����������
�&
�
���
�����*����(��)��'�1
��*���*��������������&�������
��*��
�������

�

�%�������)
�����
���&�
����
��������
��
��
�����
����������&
��
����
)�����
���%���
�������
�'(������������)
������
���*	���������
����*���������&��������
�������
�����������*	�(��)�����E����%
������������%���	
������&�����
����
*�
����'�2
���
����������*
�����������
���
������

����	��&������
����
*�����
�����)��

����������������*������
���
������%��
��
�������
�������&���	
��'

��������
���

����
���
�����
�������
0������
+��
����������
�����
*��OE�����
�4��
�*
G������&����
���%
����
���������%�2������E*��������7���
�����?
�������
��3���*
�
2�����?��
���
���
��������%����..'/0'0/0.'�(�
��������
*��)
��
��
����
��*�������������
�������
�
��������
��*�
�%��&�����
��
���*�)��
�*
�����
�'��E
)
����������&����
���
��������
�
�����*����
�������
��
�������������*���
��������E����E������
����%�����������+�����������)
�E
�)�*
�����"����	��8��
����1�'
�'7'�'�E*�����'

)�0������B
I
�����
��2.
���
)�����
���
.$
&
��4�54!�� ��
��7���������������������>����
��9�3=��7���:���
O1��������G������%����
��1������%�����
���7���������
�������
+��
��(�8�����(������*�
������
����
�������
��
��D.����
*
��
�
0/0/�����������
�����������J�50/�*��
������0<�J00�*��

�
��
*��)
�%�����*����
������./�Q�����M�Q���&�
��������
��
*���
*��
������&��
������$F0/'�

)��B
�1
���������
�����
.:�D<Q���������E�������
�������+��
��(�8�����NDG0/�'��+(���
��'0�DDD�*�'����NDG0.'�4����'.�6J/�*�'����ND�O0/R
0:�5;Q���������E�������
�������+��
��(�8�����<1G0/����+(���
��'6�..M�*�'����<1G0.'�4����'5�00/�*�'����<1�O0/R
D:�D/Q���*�
��
�����
�����
�
�����*�
�����NDG0/�S��
�����
�
��
��*�
������'�D�550�*�'����NDG0.�)�'��'0�656�*�'����NDG0/

)��
� ��=���>?�

The Centre has spent over
�7.95 crore in five months

till January for a publicity cam-
paign to bust myths about the
new farm laws, Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar informed Parliament
on Friday. 

Out of this, the
Information and Broadcasting
Ministry committed �
7,25,57,246 for release of adver-
tisements between September
2020 and January 2021 on
behalf of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare, he said.

Tomar, in a written reply in
the Rajya Sabha, further said
the print advertisements have
been published through the
Bureau of Outreach and
Communication (BOC) in
Hindi, English and regional

language newspapers for “clar-
ifications related to farm laws
including on myth and realities, 

etc” for creating awareness
among the farmers and other
stakeholders. 

The Agriculture
Ministry has incurred an
expenditure of Rs 67,99,750 on
production of three promo-
tional and two educational
films on the farm laws for its
wider publicity through elec-
tronic media, social media
and webinars. 

Besides, miscellaneous
expenditure of Rs 1,50,568 was
incurred on development of
creatives for print advertise-
ment, the minister added. 

On expenses incurred on
overseas publicity campaign,
the minister said there was “nil”
expenditure as per the infor-
mation received from the
Ministry of External Affairs
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Industrial production grew by
1 per cent in December,

entering the positive territory
after a month gap, mainly due
to better performance of the
manufacturing sector, official
data showed on Friday.

The manufacturing sector
-- which constitutes 77.63 per
cent of the index of industrial
production (IIP) -- recorded a
growth of 1.6 per cent in
December 2020, as per the data
released by the National
Statistical Office (NSO).

Mining sector output
declined by 4.8 per cent in
December 2020. However,
power generation grew by 5.1
per cent.

The index had grown by
0.4 per cent in December 2019.

The industrial production
had plunged 18.7 per cent in

March last year following the
COVID-19 outbreak and
remained in the negative zone
till August 2020.With the
resumption of economic activ-
ities, factory output posted
growth of one per cent in
September. The IIP had grown
by 4.2% in October. In
November 2020, the factory
output contracted by 2.1%, a
tad higher than the provision-
al estimates of 1.9% decline.The
govt had imposed a lockdown
to contain the spread of
COVID-19 infections on
March 25, 2020.With the grad-
ual relaxation of restrictions,
there has been a relative
improvement in the economic
activities by varying degrees as
well as in data reporting, the
Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
had said in a statement issued
in November.
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Friday reeled

out pro-poor measures such as
free ration and gas to hit out at
Opposition parties for creating
a “false narrative” of the Modi
Government being pro-rich
and said her Budget for the
next fiscal has provided stim-
ulus to the economy for a sus-
tainable high growth rate. 

She took on former finance
minister P Chidambaram for
questioning the numbers in her
Budget, saying unlike the UPA
regime when an “artificial”

increase in capital spending
was shown to project growth
and subsidy shifted from the
government budget to compa-
nies, the Budget for 2021-22
brings transparency by bring-
ing all spending on book. 

Replying to a debate on the
Budget in the Rajya Sabha, she
said spending on defence for
the fiscal beginning April 1 has
increased both on revenue and
capital side and there is a
decline only in provision for
pensions as the previous year’s
spending included payment of
arrears for the one-rank-one-
pension (OROP) scheme. 

“A false narrative is creat-
ed to accuse that this govern-
ment works only for cronies,”
the finance minister said as she
reeled out statistics to show the

government’s pro-poor policies. 
Taking on Chidambaram,

who in his speech called the
numbers in the Budget “sus-
pect”, Sitharaman said the
former finance minister dur-
ing his term in 2007-08
showed Rs 40,000 crore fis-
cally neutral transaction of
acquiring the RBI’s stake in
SBI under capital expenditure
to show a 62 per cent growth
in spending. 

If this is taken out, “growth
rate was only 9 per cent”, she
said, asking if this was not ‘sus-
pect’. 

She said her Budget for
2021-22 has provided the high-
est capex growth of 34.4 per
cent by providing more money
to railways, roads and defence,
and not Chidambaram’s. 

)��
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Retail inflation eased to 4.06
per cent in January, main-

ly on account of a decline in
vegetable prices, as per
Government data released on
Friday.The inflation based on
Consumer Price Index (CPI)
was 4.59 per cent in December
2020.

The rate of price rise in the

food basket was 1.89 per cent
in January, significantly down
from 3.41 per cent in
December, revealed the data
released by the National
Statistical Office (NSO).

The Reserve Bank, which
mainly factors in the retail
inflation while arriving at its
monetary policy, has been
asked to keep CPI inflation at
4 per cent (+,- 2 per cent). 
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Domestic equity bench-
marks Sensex and Nifty

ended flat after choppy trade
on Friday, tracking weak cues
from global markets. 

Participants also remained
on the sidelines ahead of key
macroeconomic data releases
amid lack of fresh buying trig-
gers, traders said.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
gyrated 543.96 points before

closing 12.78 points or 0.02 per
cent higher at its new closing
record of 51,544.30.

The broader NSE Nifty,
however, slipped 10 points or
0.07 per cent to 15,163.30. 
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New Delhi:Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Friday said the Budget is
aimed at making India self-
reliant and provides strong
stimulus for medium to long
term sustainable high growth.
While replying to the discus-
sion on the Budget 2021-22,
the minister also attacked for-
mer FM and senior Congress
leader P Chidambaram for
suspecting the Budget num-
bers. She, however did not
mention his name. Stressing
that the Budget is for
Aatmanirbhar Bharat, she
said, “attempt made in this
Budget is to provide strong
stimulus and provide such a
stimulus which can bring in
that kind of a multiplier
effect...”.“We are also looking
at medium to long-term sus-
tainable growth which will
keep India in that kind of
growth trajectory which will
maintain us as one of the
fastest growing economies in
the world,” she said.
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The pandemic altered our lives in
unexpected ways — redefined
dating rules, navigated virtual

and socially-distanced dating etiquettes,
and adapted different approaches to rela-
tionships. But what remained constant
was the inherent human need to seek
and build meaningful connections.

Now that Valentine’s day is almost
here, people are excited about the
prospect of dating in real life again and
have taken the next step from just
scrolling through various dating apps,
updating their dating profiles to figur-
ing out new rules of meeting and hang-
ing out. Here are a few key trends:

More meaningful connections
As single Indians have now started

settling into the changing times, they
also want to stay in touch with the con-
nections made during the lockdown.
“More than one in two chats turned into
something more meaningful with a large
number of messages being exchanged,”
says Samarpita Samaddar, Bumble India
PR Director.

The pandemic continues to fade the
lines between our digital and physical
lives. Today, it would be hard to deny
that ‘real life’ is both physical and digi-
tal. Rashi Wadhera, Director of
Communications at Tinder believes
that social distancing has helped every-
one understand that a connection
formed entirely through digital means
is just as meaningful as one formed in
person. “We can still share how we feel
and who we are, through a screen and
it’s incredible how quickly happy hours
and video dates have become normal

and meaningful,” she adds.

Slow dating
As opposed to endless hours of

swiping, slow dating is the new way to
meet engage with people. They now go
on ‘pre-dates’ where they use video dates
to get to know one another before meet-
ing in-person. “We are observing
increased usage and extended video chat
times with people in India spending
roughly 20 minutes on an average on
video calls or voice chats,” says

Samarpita. This has led to more virtu-
al communication before the relation-
ship is taken offline.

Spike in smaller towns
Since a lot of people went back home

from metros, tier 2 and tier 3 cities have
seen a spike in online dating. “At present,
India is one of our fastest-growing
markets and the rate of growth in
smaller cities is twice the rate of growth
as compared to bigger cities,” says
Rashi. Snehil Khanor, Cofounder &

CEO, TrulyMadly says and adds, “In the
last 12 months, while our overall revenue
has grown, in cities like Patna,
Bhubaneshwar, Guwahati, Surat,
Gwalior etc we have grown north of 10x.
The maximum revenue growth is now
coming from beyond T-1 cities. We have
been observing this trend even before
the pandemic but reverse migration, due
to the pandemic, definitely fueled this
trend.”

Virtual dating is here to stay
Recently, a dating app survey

revealed that 40 per cent of single
Indians want to opt for virtual dating this
Valentine’s. People want to feel more
secure as they are connect-
ing with one another.
They want to have fulfilled
conversations that could
lead to a new connection
and video calls are proving
to be a great way to form
these connections.

The rise of “New Dawn”
daters

A recent internal
research of a dating
app revealed that
one in two people
in India are likely
to be “New
Dawn Daters” –
people who are
newly single
after expe-
riencing a

break-up during the COVID-19 pan-
demic.  

Season of gifts
Most of us are planning to pamper

and surprise our loved ones with choco-
lates, perfumes and flowers. As per a
study done by an e-commerce giant,
there’s an upsurge in purchase of gift
packages filled with love, chocolates,
scented candles, roses and personalised
gifts.

Self love
A matchmaking platform conduct-

ed a survey to understand the sentiment
around the occasion of Valentine’s Day.

It said that 46 per cent sin-
gles feel that one of the
most annoying things
about Valentine’s Day is
being asked about their
plan. “Societal pressure
makes it hard for singles on
Valentine’s Day. We are
urging people to take the
pressure off this day and
discover the joy of love
and togetherness regardless
of the day,” says Adhish
Zaveri, Senior Director –

Marketing, Shaadi.com.
Another dating

app has teamed up
with actor Ananya
Panday to encourage
singles to move on

from their past rela-
tionships and fall more in
love with themselves.

Actor Tahir Raj Bhasin
recently dropped his look

from his next, Looop Lapeta,
his first film as the romantic
lead. We caught up with the
actor to decode his ‘pretty out
there character’ as he is seen
sporting a nose pin and retro
sunglasses. Tahir plays the role
of Satya in the heist film and
has been paired opposite
actress Taapsee Pannu.

Tahir says, “Satya is an
irreverent guy. I’m a risk-chas-
ing charmer in the film and I’ve
had an incredible time playing
him. He’s pretty out there in his
optimism and lust for life. I’d
describe him as all silver lining
and no cloud. He’s a hustler
who believes with all his soul
that the universe conspires in
his favour. The look has him in
a loose brown shirt, he dons
these retro sunglasses and has
a nose piercing. All of these
style elements have been cre-
ated in sync with his personal-
ity of being the laid back rebel.”

Tahir’s look also reveals a
textile mill setting for the film.
Ask him about this and he says,
“The image of Satya’s look is a
still from a scene that was shot
at an abandoned textile mill for
the film. For Aakash Bhatia, the
director, the locations are an
inherent character in the film.
They make a visual statement
about the vibe of the story and
the world. Yes, this particular
location plays a central role in
the plot but to know more
about how and why Satya is
there stay tuned for the release
date. All I can say at this point
is that it’ll be a mad ride.”

Tahir is relishing playing

the quintessential Bollywood
hero for the first time. He
says, “Playing the quintessen-
tial Bollywood hero has been
super exciting. When you grow
up on your dose of Bollywood,
it seems like a familiar territo-
ry. Satya is the laid-back
charmer that your parents
warned you about. Aakash

Bhatia and producers Atul
Kasbekar and Tanuj Garg have
poured their heart in to cre-
atively balance the style and wit
the hero brings to the script.
Having Taapsee to play oppo-
site has only made exploring an
onscreen romantic chemistry
an incredibly fun and reward-
ing experience.” 

Actor Parineeti Chopra has often charmed peo-
ple with her singing skills whenever she went

behind the microphone for films like Meri Pyaari
Bindu and Kesari. She is now back with her third
song Matlabi Yariyan – Unplugged for her forth-
coming release The Girl On The Train (TGOTT).
The song is composed by Vipin Patwa and Kumaar
has written the lyrics for the same.

The actor says, “I love singing at whatever
opportunity I get. Today, as an actress, I am privi-
leged that I have the opportunity to have the world
hear my song. When I had heard this song back in
London one and half years ago, it was then my direc-
tor Ribhu (Dasgupta) and I discussed that do a ver-
sion in my voice.”

She adds, “People have given so much love to
Maana Ke Hum Yaar Nahin (Meri Pyaari Bindu) as
well as my song from Kesari — Teri Mitti. So, I hope
that the third time also turns out lucky for me.”

Kahani Mitra Ki is an adaptation of
Vijay Tendulkar’s Marathi classic

Mitrachi Goshta. Director Akash
Khurana says, “The growing relevance
of its theme, the sensitivity of its char-
acters, and the complexity of its struc-
ture offered a challenge that I couldn’t
resist. So, after three decades of my first
tryst with Tendulkar, it was time to pay
my homage to the ‘Master’ again. I have
always held Tendulkar in very high
esteem personally, and considered him
leagues ahead of most Indian play-
wrights. Back in 1987, I directed Mat
Yaad Dila, a Hindi adaptation of
Tendulkar’s Ashi Pakhare Yeti. It was the
prolific theatre group Arpana’s first pro-
duction and a success.”

Mitrachi Goshta is often described
as one of the first modern Indian plays
dealing with same-sex relationships. Set

in the pre-Independence era, it begins
with what appears to be a convention-
al relationship between a boy and girl
on a college campus. Soon however, a
complicated love triangle develops
between the diffident Bapu, the head-
strong Mitra, and Nama, her love
interest. Akash Khurana recalls Dish
TV and D2H Rangmanch Active and
the unease around the play when it was
first performed in 1981. He says, “The
play deserved to be staged many more
times than it was for the sheer quali-
ty of its writing.  One of the reasons
why it wasn’t, is because it was writ-
ten before its time and its first staging
was received with some discomfiture.”

While directing Kahani Mitra Ki,
he was drawn to the unlikely friend-
ship between Bapu and Mitra and the
upheaval it goes through when Mitra

confides that she has feelings for
other women instead of men. It was
challenging to unravel the web of
chaotic feelings leading to an
inevitable tragedy in the narrative, but
Akash says, “I had a bunch of actors
that made my task easier. I treated the
theme like a human love story where

the themes of sexual orientation were
subliminal.”

It stars Sayalee Phatak, Parna
Pethe, Abhay Mahajan, Om Bhutkar
and Priyanshu Painyuli. The Zee
Theatre’s offering will stream on Dish
TV and D2H Rangmanch Active on
February 13 at 2 pm and 6 pm.
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Serena Williams overcame an
error-strewn start on Friday to

thwart Anastasia Potapova and
set up a blockbuster fourth-
round clash with seventh seed
Aryna Sabalenka who thrashed
American Ann Li 6-3, 6-1, while
2019 champion Naomi Oska was
set for a showdown with last year’s

runner up Garbine Muguruza
at the Australian Open.

Williams had 31 unforced
errors but wore
down the
Russian 7-6
(7/5), 6-2 in 97
minutes on Rod
Laver Arena.

Naomi Osaka had to deal
with a butterfly landing on her
but was otherwise little both-
ered as she breezed into the
last 16 with 6-3, 6-2 victory
over Tunisian 27th seed Ons
Jabeur in 1hr 18min to set up
a showdown with Muguruza,
who beat Zarina Diyas 6-1, 6-
1 in just 56 minutes.

French Open champion
Iga Swiatek, 19, seeded at a
Grand Slam for the first time,
beat France’s Fiona Ferro 6-4,
6-3 to set up a meeting with
Simona Halep, a 6-1, 6-3 win-
ner over Russia’s Veronika
Kudermetova.

THIEM OVERCOMES KYRGIOS
Ice-cool Dominic Thiem

rallied from two sets down to
tame flamboyant Nick Kyrgios
in front of a raucous crowd
hours before Melbourne goes
into coronavirus lockdown
while an injured Novak
Djokovic survived a massive
scare against Taylor Fritz in the
third round.

The defending champion

said he had a tear but fought
hard to beat America’s Taylor
Fritz 7-6(1), 6-4, 3-6, 4-6, 6-2

past midnight. 
Djokovic set-

up a fourth-round
clash with big-serv-
ing Raonic after the

14th seed beat Hungary’s
Marton Fucsovics in four sets.

Kyrgios produced a virtu-
oso performance in the first
two sets, using every trick in

the book, including under-
arm serves and tweeners, as he
fed off the energy at a boister-
ous John Cain Arena, his
favourite court. But he could-
n't sustain the intensity as US
Open champion Thiem, last
year's runner-up, found his
groove with some dominant
serving to fight back and out-
last the 25-year-old 4-6, 4-6, 6-
3, 6-4, 6-4.

He will now play 18th

seed Grigor Dimitrov for a
place in the quarter-finals,
with the Bulgarian through
after Pablo Carreno Busta
retired injured in the second
set.

Earlier, Russian qualifier
Aslan Karatsev pulled off a big
upset when the world No 114
blitzed eighth seed Diego
Schwartzmann into submis-
sion 6-3, 6-3, 6-3 with a bar-
rage of winners.
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Karatsev is making his

Grand Slam debut at
Melbourne Park and is incred-

ibly yet to drop a set as he set
up a fourth-round meeting
with Felix Auger-Aliassime,

who beat 11th seed Denis
Shapovalov 7-5, 7-5, 6-3 in an
all-Canadian battle.
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Adesperate India have decided
to go for the jugular by opt-
ing for a spicy turner against

a well-prepared England side in the
second Test starting on Saturday,
well aware that it can boomerang
and cost them a spot in the World
Test Championship final.

The honeymoon of the
Australian series is over after a
sobering 227 run defeat in the first
Test which must have shaken a com-
placent team out of its stupor ahead
of three high stake Test matches.

But it is an perfect stage for
India’s mercurial skipper Virat
Kohli, who loves to bring his A game
to the fore when the chips are down.

With crowd back inside the
heated cauldron ready to egg him
on, something he thrives on, the
Indian captain would be eyeing a
good slugfest against a very resolute
opposition. India need to win two
matches and not lose any of the
games to make the WTC final.

England will have a new wick-
etkeeper in Ben Foakes and Stuart
Broad will replace James Anderson
as part of workload management.
Also in the mix is Moeen Ali, a
known nemesis of India, in place of

last match’s first innings top wick-
et-taker Dom Bess.

Jofra Archer’s elbow injury
might make way for bowling all-
rounder Chris Woakes, who is a
handy batsman apart from being a
fine pacer in his own right.

“Jofra is a slight setback but
hopefully he is fit and ready for the
third Test,” skipper Joe Root said on
the eve of the game.

A look at the newly-laid dark-
coloured Chepauk track is an indi-
cation that unlike the strip used dur-

ing the first Test, this one will offer
turn earlier than expected.

Ravichandran Ashwin will need
a lot of support from the other end
in terms of both restrictive and
attacking options.

A fit-again Axar Patel is the
closest to being a like-for-like
replacement for an injured Ravindra
Jadeja. Patel’s Test debut looks
imminent as Ashwin will need
someone to hold on at the other end.

However, one can’t be so sure
about Kuldeep Yadav, who in his
short six-Test career has played
some tough games.

He would fancy his chance for
being a better attacking option than
Washington Sundar.

The 20-year-old Washington
might go on to become a fine all-
rounder in the Ravi Shastri mould
in the coming years but as of now,
he is not good enough to play as a
specialist third spinner.

Kuldeep is an excellent attack-
ing option but the team manage-
ment’s continued reluctance to play
him is an indication of lack of faith
in the Uttar Pradesh wrist spinner’s
abilities of late.

However, it is learnt that look-
ing at the track, Kuldeep is set to be
inducted into playing XI for this
particular game.

The Indian team management,
after a drab first two days at the
Chepauk during the opening game,
had two options going into the sec-
ond Test.

The first option was to leave a
liberal sprinkling of grass and then
get tested by Broad, who would have
got the SG Test to land on seam and
move around off the pitch.

The second option, which they
have taken, is shaving off the grass
and very little watering of the pitch,
leaving it to bake in the sun.

The ball will bounce and turn
and the strip will break much ear-
lier but then India have had
instances where this kind of track
has back-fired.

Rewind to Pune 2017, when
Steve Smith punished them on a
rank turner on the first day. The
home team didn’t have a clue that
the ball will turn so much.

Or perhaps the best innings ever
played in India — Kevin Pietersen’s
epic 186 in Mumbai in 2012. India

played a single pacer in Zaheer
Khan with Ashwin and Pragyan
Ojha opening the bowling.

In both games, it was the rival
spinners (Graeme Swann and
Monty Panesar in 2012 and Steve
O’Keefe in 2017) who made the
most of the conditions and rattled
the Indian batsmen in their own
den.

The toss will be very crucial and
even if turns square, Kohli will look
to bat first and expect Rohit Sharma
to go beyond the two or three pret-
ty shots that he has been managing
so far.

He would have to give the team
a big hundred which it desperately
needs from him.

Kohli gave a master-class on
how to play the reverse swing in the
first Test but it always takes two to
tango.

Whether it’s a Cheteshwar
Pujara or an Ajinkya Rahane or a
Rishabh Pant, the Indian skipper
will need some support to keep his
team’s chances alive of booking a
flight to London.
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Ajinkya Rahane had a fair idea
that a question about his indif-

ferent form would pop up and he
was ready to meet the challenging
delivery head on with a never-seen-
before aggression.

Skipper Virat Kohli, after the
227-run defeat to England in the
opening Test, had vehemently
defended Rahane, who hasn't scored
too many runs before or after the
Melbourne Test against Australia
where his hundred enabled India to
draw the series level.

The form came up again on the
eve of the second Test against
England and the man in question
was ready to tackle the issue head on.

“See we are playing at home
after two years. Our last home
series, was against South Africa. If
you take (the scores of that series)
out, you will find something over
there,” Rahane answered in third
person with a deadpan expression

referring to his scores of 59 and 115
against the Proteas in that 2019
series.

“It’s all about the team and not
the individual and my focus is how
can I contribute for the team. If you
take out the last 10-15 Test match-
es, you will see some runs over there.

“I don’t need to think about

what’s happening on the outside,” the
vice-captain, who has scored around
1000 runs in his last 15 long form
game, said.

It was a different Rahane, some-
one who was not ready to take a
backward step when faced with dif-
ficult questions.

When a scribe asked if the
drooping shoulders and negative
body language in the first Test were
due to a change in captaincy, he was
far from amused.

“There are moments when you
don’t have that energy but that does-
n’t mean that it has happened
because of a change in captaincy. As
I have said earlier, Virat is our cap-
tain and will remain our captain.

“If you are trying to dig in and
fine some ‘masala’ (controversy),
unfortunately you will not get it.
Look, body language can be a bit
down at times and the wicket was
such in the first 2 days, it could be
because of that. There could be
many reasons.”

7����-������	
��������� �����
����	������������
�����	��#��=�"


��	�������

SAME PLACE, DIFFERENT 

CHALLENGE
$+�����!#�:�"��

8�������/�)
(��/����
�%�����2�%�� �&9%42��� =�G��&�)
�%�����������*������*%A������


)��
� �?���+��

India vice-captain Ajinkya
Rahane expects the Chepauk

pitch to offer serious turn from
the very first day of the second
Test when his team would bid to
level the four-match series.

India lost the first Test by 227
runs on a deck that didn’t have
anything for bowlers while the
fresh pitch, with a darker and
drier look, promises to be a spin-
ners’ paradise in the game start-
ing Saturday.

“Yeah, it looks completely
different. I am sure it will turn
from day 1 but again as I have said
before the first Test match, you
have to wait and see how it plays
in the first session and take it
from there on,” Rahane said at the
pre match virtual conference on

Friday.
“...But yeah we have to forget

what happened in the first Test.
We know these conditions really
well and we have to put our best
foot forward tomorrow and yeah
that’s it,” Virat Kohli’s deputy
added.
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